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684 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bertram, Maree}, 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIO::-.JS. 
AGREEl\IEKT BETWEEN Qt:EENSLAKD 

MENT AND BRITISH-AUSTRALIAN 
.ASSOCIATIOK. 

GovERN­
CoTTON 

Mr. EDWARDS (Xanango) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. Are the following particulars 
corred with respect to the agreement 
betwct>n the Governm cnt and the British­
Australian Cotton Association:-

(a) 'That until 31st July, 1926, all 
seed cotton grown in Queensland can­
not be dispo,ed of except by delivery 
to the British-Australian Cotton Asso­
ciation? 

(b) That the British-Australian Cot­
ton Acsociation is appointed the sole 
agent of the Government for the dis­
)19sal of raw cotton ? 

(c) That all such cotton must in the 
first place be offered for delivery to 
the British Cotton Growing Associa­
tion? 
"2. Until 31st July, 1926, would a 

grower of cotton in Queensland be 
allowed to dispose of cotton grown by 
him-elf otherwise ihan through the 
British-.\u -tralia '1 C'otton Association? 
\Y ould he be allowed to gin his own seed 
cotton for sale? 

" 3. Is there now any undertaking or 
agreement by ''hi eh the British-Aus­
tralian Cotton Association o1· the British 
Cotton Growing Association shares with 
the Government the guarantee of 5~d. per 
lb. for seed cotton?" 

The S.ECRF.TARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1 to 3. A copy of this agreement, 
togcth0r with all P" pers in connection 
therewith. was tabled by me in Parlia­
m<'Ht on the 31st ultimo. therefore, there 
is no excu··J for the hon. member being 
in ignorance on this matter." 

NU})BER OF ME~ E}IPLOYED 0~ DAWSON 

lRRIGA'riOX \VORICS AT DELUSION CREEK-

Mr. 1\10RGAN (Jfurilla) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vhat was the number of men em­
ployed in connection with the Dawson 
irrigation work at Delusion Creek on 10th 
May last? 

"2. \Vhat number of men were em­
ployed at the same place on 30th July 
l>tst ? 

"3. \Vhat was the number of men em­
ployed in connection with the Dawson 
irrigation work at Castle Creek on 10th 
May last? 

",r, \Vhat number of men were em­
ployed at the same place on 30th July 
last?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied­

" 1. 40. 
"2. 14. 
"3. 132. 
"4. 153." 

LAKDS IN TULLY RIVER SUGAR-31ILL AREA. 

Mr. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. vVhen does he hope to have Crown 
lands in the Tully River r.Iill area open 
for selection? 

"2. Is it his intention to immediately 
resume the freehold lands comprised in 
that area? 

" 3. Will the .ettlement of such areas 
be carried out by individual ballot or 
allotted in group or community settle­
ment? 

" 4. If by the latter, will he allow the 
member for Burrum an opportunity of 
nominating twenty (or k·s) experienced 
sugar worlcers, with limited capital and 
without land, for settlement as a group 
on farrns in that area?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilla(!oe) replied-

" 1. I am unable to say at present, but 
ever0 offmt is being made to expedite 
the matter. 

"2. Notice of resumption of lands 
required for mill and township purposes 
has been given. It is not the intention 
of the Government to resume all the 
freehold lands compFised in the area. 

" 3. The scheme of land settlement has 
not yet been decided upon. 

" 4. See No. 3.'' 

PROTECTIO:<r TO AUSTlULT.\N FIR)fS TENDERIKG 
FOR ERECTION OF 1'ULLY RIVER SUGAR­
li!JLL. 

Mr. BRAND asked tho Treasurer-

" 1. In view of the neeecsitv of enforc­
ing an embargo on foreign sugar to 
adequately protect the Queensland sugar 
industry, will he extend a similar pro­
tection to Australian f\rms tendering fm 
the erection of the Tully River Mill, 
and, notwithstanding "'hat opinion may 
express, assure to Australian industries 
the erection of such mill? 

" 2. Is it not a fact that the Govern­
ment policy follows the principle of pre­
ference to Australian industries in 
anticipating true nation building?" 

Tho TREASURER replied-
" 1. Practical effect has always been 

given to the Government's policy of 
preference to Australian manufacturers. 

"2. Yf'-;." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:-
Report of the Agent-General of Queens­

land for the year 1922. 
Report by the Director to the Council 

of Agriculture. 

SUPPLY. 
FrKAXCIAL STATE31ENT-RESL:1IPTION OF 

CmrMITTEE. 
p;Ir. Eincan, IJri,bane, in the chair.) 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley) : In listening to the 
speeches of hon. members on the other side, 
and particulurlv the speech delivered bv the 
zwn. memb'r for Bowen, it was very rdresh­
ing, especially in the early part of the latter's 
spcf;.cb, to hear hin1 voicing- lJatriotic sonti­
meuts, but I regret that toward'. the close 
of his speech he lapsed somewhat in that 
direction. 

~Ir. COLLIKS: You ought to be over 111 

East Africa amongst the blaeks. 
.Mr . .i\"OTT: The hon. member will hear 

about the blacks in East Africa shortly. The 
lJOn. member for J\laryborough had soma­
thing to say about Australian sentiment and 
d.bout investing 1nonC'y in countries ''"here 
black labour obtains. I think I am as good 
a Queenslander as any hon. member in this 
Chan1ber, and, ,vhat is more, pcrhap~ I an1 
a better Britisher than some of them. I 
have a little monev invested, not only in 
East Africa and Queensland, but also in 
.:\'c1.v Zealand. ,ind consequently l can clairn 
that I an1 .a true Britisher a.; well as u 
Queenslander. In r~"gard to being a Quccns­
l:,uder anc1 doing all we can to bring about 
what Austr"lia has decided upon~-a white 
labour policy-let me say that I have nCVCl' 
avoided obtaining union painters to paint n1y 
house; I have not used Japanese paint, and 
I have not had it put on with paint brushes 
belonging to the Railway Department. 
(Opposition laug·hter.) The hon. member 
for Ivlarybcrough an.J other hon. ITIC'Inbers 
kno~v that ai one time Australia was a black 
n1an's• cotPYiry, and that not very long ago. 
I do not tLink it is to the detriment of any 
Britisher if he cloPs what he can to develop 
any part of the Dorninions. whether it \\as 
originally a white or a black man's COUJ:?-try. 
Australirt i;;-, liko some otlH~r countnc:-.~ 
originally it \Yas a black ma1/s country. It 
ha.-; c.ertaiHl~T been devplopecl to a great 
extent by t 1w assistanc~ of black labour, and 
th,,t black lD bour \\"as controlled and utilised 
under the superyision of rnany old pioneers. 
\Ve havo the fact that a great deal of the 
coastline has been brought to its present 
stage of development with the assistance of 
black labour. 

JHr. HvxES: You would like to ha Ye them 
back again. 

}1r. :\'OTT: Some time ago I had an 
arg-ument >rith an individual who claimed 
that all blades were the descendant,, or 
Hem, and therefore thev had no souls. After 
a fairlv warm argument on that point for 
a little >vhile. I put it to him that if a 
hlc,ck man had no soul and the white man 
had a soul, what was the position of the 
half-caste? The argument finisheJ there. 
Th<· sugar industry in Queensland is the best 
monument to the success of black South Sea 
Island labour. Every n1an who is working 
in the sugar industry and drawing high 
1vages from it to-day should be prepared t.o 
take off his hat to the kanakas, because. lf 
there had teen no kanakas in that industry, 
we would not ha\-e it as it is to-day. 

lYir. HYNES : The sugar industry wao> not 
prosperous until the niggers were deported. 

Mr. :;\JOTT: That may be so. My experi, 
ence of working- farms over a number of years 
with kanaka labour and of working suga' 

Mr. Nott.] 
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farm' with \vhite labour after the kanaka 
was repatriated v. as that \\ hit0 labour :s 
much cheapc•r than black laboUl·. Black 
Jnbuur wa~ not. and never will be -cheap 
labour. 

Mr. HYXES: Then whv arc ;·ou putting up 
a plea for them? ., 

Mr. :\'OTT: I am not putting up a plea for 
them. No man has stood by the policy of a 
White Australia more loyally than the sugm·­
gTolvcrs of ()tH'enslanC\. (Governrncnt laugh­
ter.) I rcmctn!Y•r noticing in the days \Yhen 
we had a numbPr of kanakas in the Bunda­
berp· district that there ere quite a numbe,· 
of albino kanaka~- and certainly they had · .. 
very weird appearance. I am satisfied that. 
if the seventy-two members of this I-IOluo 
wPro mixed ~p with -eYonty-two South Sea 
Islanders and a man was selected to draft 
the white men from the black men, the hon. 
member for Manborough would not be the 
firo,t man drafted out. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: You oug·ht to be ashamed of 
vourse!f. 

The CHAIRMA:'-J: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber cannot make a reflection of that kind on 
ftnother member of this House, and I ask 
him to withdraw it, 

Mr. :'\OTT : In deference to you, Mr. 
Chairman. I will withdraw the latter remark. 
One of the rca~ons why I, and perhaps a 
numbe,· of others, have looked t,o South 
Africa, New Zealand, and other places for 
the investment of our money is because it is 
our dnty to remember that sclf-preservatioCl 
is tho first law of nature. Australia was a 
b] ack conntr:v not so very long ago; yet 
certain hon. memb0rs of this House are pre· 
pared to ginJ very short shrift to the black 
men from whom we have taken this covntr.J. 

l\lr. CoLLDiS: It is the exploitation of 
labour, whether black, bro\\n, or brindle, that 
\YC are opposed to. 

Mr. l'\OTT: I am prepared to give some 
reasons vdn: n1oncv has been taken fn:nn 
Queensland· and investe-d in other countric3, 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: You are 
not us1ng native labour in Kenya; you are 
using Indians. 

Mr. KOTT: There arc no kanakas in East 
Africa. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You a re 
taking Indians from Asia. 

Mr. ::--JOTT: There are quite a number of 
Indians settled there. Some of the reasons 
wh.v rnonc:-;· has been withdrawn from Queem­
land and invested in East AfricCL are because 
of the repudiation legislation passed by this 
Government, the introducticn of the pe,-petual 
lease tenure, and the OYer-increasing djcta­
tion as to how a man shall run his business 
or his estate. 

J'.lr. COLLIXS: The old sla.-ieh mind! 

Mr. NOTT: The faulty legislation on the 
statute-book to-d>w has had th0 effect of 
creating a goo-d deal of general unrest, and 
there is a lack of tru,.t in the soundness and 

·rcliahility of Qllcensland so far as the legis­
lation :\lld credit of the countrv arc concerned 
~all due to the present Labour Administra­
tion. Son1o tin1e ago several hon. 1nernbcrs 
of the Opposition sai-d that they considered 
that the GoYernmcnt have had verJ good 
opportunitic". I consider that since they 
came into power they ha.-e had wonderful 
opportunities. The l0ader of the Opposition 
stressPd the assets of Queensland, and also 

[Mr. Nott. 

cxpL in e-el the extent to which de, elopment 
has taken place. During their period of 
administration thP Labour party have had 
the advan1agT' of high prices and have had 
"-'In<' wonderful schemes to handle-for 
ju ,tancp, the tettl0n1cnt of soldiers on the 
land-which should have been great, sue­
cesse~. I !'egret that, owing to rnisn1anage­
ment and crue,l neglect. many of the soldiers 
put on to these land propositions ha.-e not 
had a gho:::t of a chance of n1aking a succco:-s 
of thing·. 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRICTLTT'RE: llave 
thc0 achio.-ed mcce3s in the other S; ates? 

:\fr. l'\OTT: The Labour Government also 
hue! a wonderful advertisement given by the 
~ol·diPrs who \Vent from Queensland to fight 
111 the world war. 

Queensland i~ a business: just as a con1n1er­
eial house is a business, and it depends on 
its finance for credit. This Go1·ernment 
ehould June maintained their credit com­
p~tible with the rHources of the State instead 
of sho\Ying failures in connection with soldier 
settlement and State enterprises and intro­
ducing legislation \Yhich jeopardi'"ed finanrial 
credit such a" tho Repudiation Act, perpetual 
leasPs. proxy 1·oting, and quite a lot of 
similar legislation which would undcrmine 
the credit of this or anv other State. 'l'hi.s 
class of legislation wa; the real cause of 
clrivin;; the prfsent Government from Great 
Brttain to America to obtain their last two 
l0a,ns. 'J.1he Treasurer ant1 GovernUJcnt men1-
bcrs V<'ry often mention the delegation, and 
we have often heard the statement that tho 
"pitch had been queered." I ••o·1ld, like to 
kllow whether the Treasurer has ever received 
any writtcm report from the Agent-General 
g·iving details of the harmful effect.\ of thi, 
delegation. either pre,-iow~ to or during his 
London .-isit. l take it that the business of 
th'l' Agent-General would be to report the 
fact if any dek:(ation was having a deleteri­
ous 0I.fcct en thP finanrin I or anv other inter­
' .ts of Queensland whilst the, Go.-ernment 
were endcavouriPg to obtain a loan in Great 
Britain. I have never heat'd anything to this 
cffed. Then: will alw:.ys be a great deal of 
c1ifficulty in obtaining mane,·, either for use 
dom0stic alh or othenvise, if the taxation in 
a State is so high that it makes mortgage 
business by companies unremunerative or 
impossible, because. naturallv. the more 
rnonev that these companies '!end for tha 
d.o.-clopmont of the State. the credit of the 
St.a' e will increase proportionate!,·. 

I would like to m~ntion tho position of 
Crcoat Britain, as illustrating the a.dvantage 
of hctving e. good credit. In thre•• years 
Croai· Britain has reducPd her public debt 
h-'- £400.000.00D. md sho has nearly halved 
the national debt. having reducPd it from 
£1.500.000.0:JO to £800.000.000. She has also 
paid .Janan £20.000.000 and South -~mNica 
£25,000,000, And e.ll the time she has been 
doin,;;- this 'he has not iwreased the staff 
in the Troamr.v Department which handled 
this hugo increase of busin('•-'S. It would be 
a very wi~,, thing for Queensland if she 
could g0t the ·-.o,me 0fficiency in connection 
with the handling of departmental affairs. 
In asking why the Agent-General had not 
reported to the Premier in regard to the 
delegation, I would also like to know 
whPther we are getting value, not only for 
the ox]wnscs incurred by the Agent-General, 
bnt also for th<' oxpc·nse of other representa­
tives sent to other countrieq, who, I presume, 
arp sent more or less to advertise Queens-
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land in !hose countries. It is intc,rcsting to 
know \Yhat people in Ame,·ica think of us, 
as thr~t is the plrrco ,vlwrc we obtained our 
last loans. In this connection I haYc a letter 
frorn a uniYcr~ity nHtn in Cioorgia, Korth 
An1c•rica. l-Ie as.kR a nurnl .C'r of qncst ions, 
which I would like to rPad to let hon. mem­
bers know hm' little Queensland is known 
in An1erica. These quc,,_tion~ arc~ 

"1. _\m I correct in supposing that 
only \Yhito peoplt~ can go to this country, 
Anstrnlia? :\o Japs? ~o Chinese arc 
allowed; 

"2. vVhat kinds of religions are there, 
and how arc they provided for'! 

"3. vYhat kind; of echools, and how 
arc they proYided for? Are the )Woplc 
very interco.:tccl in education? 

"4. vVhat kinds of crops are usually 
grm> n be, ides eotton '! Do the0 sell 
well'? 

" 5. Y.,. on n1cntion a guaranteed price 
for :-t few year~; vrhat is this gurrrantPo 
pricP '! Hcm wuch? Do ;eau raise long 
and short ,tap le? 

" 6. Is there a friend!.; spirit existing 
bet\reen the naliYes rrnrl the settlers? 
Do t h''Y \\·elcom" settl"rs, or had they 
rathl•r not ha Ye them going in' Do 
they intcnnarry? 

" 7. \\'ha i an1 the wa vs of transporta­
tion : Do T·ou have gooJ \Ya3 ':l tu trans­
port your produe:- to rnark0t? 

'' 8. Suppose I could land there with a 
thousand dolla1·~. would Your (}ovcrn­
rnent. lll'lp n1e seeure land~ very cheap? 
About \\ lHd, would it cost p~r acro in 
Anl('ric_~_ll ll10llC.Y? How n1uch \Yould be 
the lC'a::,t that vou would adYisc rne to 
start there \\ itlr, should I go c ' 

I am quoting these question., to let hon. 
mcinbcrs know hO\\ badl '·' \Vn r~ccd some 
rr·pre.<ontativre in other part-. of the world, 
in order to let the rnan in the street kno·n 
something about the conditions in Queens­
land. especially "·hen we go to those 
countrie3 to borrO\V n1oney. 

It is not my intention to occupv the 
attenhou cf bon. Inf'Inber":l for any- great 
lc·ngth of tirne, but v:-hcn you, l\I r. l{irwan, 
wnrc speaking) you ~aid it !night bo inferred 
that farmers \C<'l'C better olt unde1· p1·eyious 
G-oYC'rtuncnb ·: han under a Labour Goyern­
ment. 

i'.Ir. HYXES: No ! ~What rot! 
::VIr. 1'\0TT: I have never claimed that 

the farmer; have been as well off under any 
Government as thev should have been. I 
\Yilnt to state, as a· member of the Country 
party, that no Government that we ha\,e 
ever had in Queensland have given that 
consideration to the farmers that should 
have been given. \Vhen hon. mc:nbcrs men­
tion that oilH•r GoYernnwnts have been 
uns,·mpa thctie. the:-· do their be 't to lump 
the prC.-K'nt Opposition as thongl1 iho~y \Y~n·e 
supporters or had been a. part of other 
GoY0l'llmcnt.'; but that is not the case with 
r0ganl to the Conntr;' party. The present 
Cou11tr~v part-.'T has never been in office as 
a Government in Queensland; but, when 
the day comco that the Country party has 
a chance to admini~tcr the affairs of Queens­
land, \1-e shall haYo a 1·ery different tale to 
tell, not only as compared with the Labour 
Gn,-ernment. but a• compared with other pre­
Yious Gon•rnments. so far as tho development 
of the State is concerned, apart from the 
cities. You, I\fr. Kirwan, described the crowd 

at tho recent Exhibition, and used it as an 
illustration that Qur!lmsland at the present 
tinw was parti{'uln rl:•' pro. pcl·ous. I reJOIC~ 
with you in that, and a~rcc that Qu~cns}an? 
is still Jll'usperous, bat the prospenty .mch­
crtted by tho~.e cro" Js,. and the prospcntv m 
Queensland generally rs not due to Labour 
administration at all. It ,,.uuply goeo to 
pro\Te that Y\'0 have such \\'O!lderful natural 
re ·,ources in Queensland that we arc able to 
suni,·e all natural and after-war difficulties, 
a11d also the sectional exploitation oi (~ueon:;­
land by the present: Labour Administration. 

There is one other little matter I \Yould 
like to refer to--that is the Coominya. 
Soldier S•citlcrncut. It is not much satis­
faction, as a rule, to say, ,. I told you so;" 
but wben I f1rst came into th·' House I 
, tatcd that iho soldier seU lcnwnt at Coo­
;niw.a ''~ould be a failure. \Vhat is happen­
ing 'there to-day is "· very gn•at ca.!amit} so 
far as Qnccnsiand IS conccmed. I regret 
that the Uovernrnent did not use the expert 
kJwyv]ccJg,l \l'hich tlwy had at their disposal 
to prevt•ni such a failure as the Coornrn:ya 
:;o,,ldicr Settlement has been. 

:\h. F. A. COOPER (JJNmrr): I rise to 
StlT. a fo\V words on the Treasurer's Finaneial 
St-a1Pnlellt. fol' t.wo rt>:tf:ons p;nticul<lrly, the 
first rc<~son being- to try and plate the blame 
on tho right s!!ouldPrs "·ith regard to t.he 
c~tnbli:;,huwnt of the Coon1inya Soldier 
Settlenwnt, referred to by the hem. member 
for Stanlcy, and, eecondly, to make a short 
I'l'ferl'llCl' tO ihc fo1lU\Ying rura'_~raph 111 the 
Financial Statement. In 1'·efN<'ncc to the 
Ra1h.a:• Departlllent. th0 Treas11rer says-

.. · I think it can be truthful!:- "aid that 
ihc Qnec)usl and raib-~,ays in recent years 
haye b; ;:n as 0conon1ically n1anflt_:"ed, as 
capably aclrnini kred, and as fait~full.) 
served ~)y the ernpl?,-"· t~ n.; any railway 
sv~tcrn 1n Austraba. 

T wi"ll d<>al with thrrt otatenwnt later on 
when I ha'' mentioned the Coominya Soldier 
Sc•i tl(~mcnt. It i·" ju~t as -wPll that anyone 
who ifi intercstt;d !'-'hr,uld know the actual 
fact' of the ca'l'. The Coomim-a Settlement 
\Vtt~ urged. fiL.-t a11d forPn10·:ot. b,· :r.Ir .. Gutt<~­
ridgc of Coominva. He appealed w:<th all 
the strength with which it W'" po~srblc to 
appeal to haYe it esta~lid>ed. and wrote to 
the Ipswich RPpatriatJOn C0mmrttce. who 
brought the prc;posal bdon• tlH' Lands S.cttlc­
mc1:t- CornrnitJ-.f'P in a lc•1ter. f~·om wluch I 
will read extracts, bcc<lll'l' the letter i~, much 
too lo<'g to give in fuli-

[4 p.nLl 
,; j\J:pmbrrs of IYIV c n1nni1tce. returned 

soldi0rs and their rcprc,entativr·;. to­
gether "-ith some mcmlH•rs of the Cham­
ber of Commerce, imprett•d tho land, 
eaw what: it was producing. both quality 
and qua'ntity, and thoroughly discussed 
the whol0 question from every point of 
view and a vnanin1ous co~1elnsion was 
arri·/cd at th~tt C~o;:_ln1inyn \Vas an ideal 
place for the settlement, of soldiers on a 
properly defined plan. \Ve hayc the plca­
eurf' of enclosing herewith a copy of the 
'Queensland Tinws.' giving a fair report 
of what tr;mspirod at the timo of inspec­
tion. I mav here state that yve do not 
in anv wav~ desire to tre',pass in or on 
anothCr col-nmitt.ee's area. and to avoid 
this we h'lve communicated with both 
Esk and Lo\Yood nffr-ring- t0 ro-onera te 
with them. but, unfortunately, although 
son1c \V-ccks have elrqJ::;c•J no reply is 
forth('o:ning." 

Mr. F. A. Cooper.] 
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And then they g-ive their reasons for " push· 
ir:g th!,:. matter." 

" Our rea :,ons for pushing this rna::;ti:r 
are the urgent necf'ssity of being f;IL!· 

pared for the men who are returning," 

And this is a most significant phras-P-
" and the splendid opportunity which 
presents itself at Coominya for a soldiers' 
settlement." 

The let!Pr, which is signed by 1\1r. Oliwr 
Pcrr . honorary secretary of the Ipswich 
Repatriation Committee. then sets out 
various p(,lnts ns to why the settlement 
should be e,tablished. Here arc some of 
them-

" 3rd-The soil is npocially suitable 
for growing citrus fruits and grape~. 
'\Vater is obtainable at a depth of 5 feet. 

" 4th-A market is alreadY provided 
for all grapes that can be produced in 
the district. Messrs. Banff Bros. offer 
to take all that can bo grown, besides 
the local and other requirements. 

"5th--That Mr. Gutteridge, an old 
pionc0r, is willing to instruct returned 
1nen jn P'rape-gro,ving, and Messrs. 
Banff Bros. also promised supen·ision and 
practical demonstrations to the settlers, 
also to donate cuttings, etc. 

" 6th-The clearing, ploughing, plant­
ing. and fencing could be done at a 
rcasonabk cost, and would provide 
emplovmcnt immediately. It would cost 
about '£18 to £20 per acre." 

Tben it goe· on to say-
" The return from this land is c ti · 

mated by cornpotei1t persons to ~'L'-Len•ons 
in full bearing, 100 trees pN <tcr~, at £1 
per tree, £100. Grapes: 'fhis land will 
vi0ld on an averag(• 12 tons per Rcre, 
~-hich sold at ld. per lb. will amonn: 
to £112 per acre. 

" Our inspcntion of the dist>·id and 
the taking of evidence from reliable men 
like Mr. Gutteridge and Banff Brothers 
\vill, ,ye think, conv~ncfl your cnmn1ittPC, 

"\Ve strongly urge the above n.nd n.re 
of the opinion that the areas sho,;;,1 ,_~t 
be less than 20 acres, and that .5 or more 
acres ehould be cleared, plnughed, 
plrwted, and the whole of ouch fll'Oft 

fenced, thus making scmi-rertdy~rn:tdc 
farms, which we feel confident will find 
many app!Jcants, who would in a short 
time become good settlers. The fire, of 
the settlement should be 1,000 or moro 
acre·'?.'' 

And then it goes on to set out various things 
that should bo done. The " Qw,·,·mLmd 
rrimos" cutt-ing tha't accompanies tho r0port 
contained these remarks, afte-r 80l1ll' intro~ 
ductory .sentences-

" The personnel of the party ·;a:; l\Ir. 
J. P. Bottomlcy (chairman), Alderman 
0. Perry (secretary), Councillor H. 
Hallett (chairman of the Mor<'ton Shi1 e 
Council), Mr. S. M. O'Farrcll (of the 
Repacriation Executive), Alderman G. H. 
Shillito, Messrs. R. P Watson, G. R. 
Wilson, F. G. ·woodward, T. J. O'Carroll, 
F. C. Surman (president of the Hotmncd 
Sailors and Soldiers' Imperial Lce,gue 
of Australia), and several oth''l' r0tnrned 
soldiers. Mr. Gutteridge, of C•1ominya, 
who met the party, was reported to have 
said ' that he could show by practical 
demonstrations the fertility of the dis­
trict for the cultivation of gru pes and 
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citrus fruits. In conjunction with these 
industries dairying was carrie·.:l on suc­
cessfnlly, the soil being pcnticu!arly 
adapted to tho growth of ariiiiciul 
gra;-;scs.' It \\as further RLnted that 
' the visitors were thoroughly convinced, 
as a result of their inspection and from 
the information proffered by Mr. Gut­
teridge anrl the :i'.1cssrs. Banff Brothers, 
of the adaptability of the localit: for 
[\rapes and citrus fruit productio:1.' }Ir. 
I\i est., an cxvcrt -..vine n1akcr i a tho 
employ of M<'sSI''. Banff Bwd1r1"o, was 
also n'poricd to have said ' that the 
(",1on1inv-a soil cornnares Inort~ than 
favour.cbl:;· with the other grapc-gTo\\·ing 
]Dcalitiec of the Commonwealth.'' 

Taking those rr>comrnendations into consiclPra.­
tion, is it to be 'mmlercd at that tl1c Land 
Settlement Committee, n.nxious to do ~ ~n1c­
thing for returned soldit•rs, kc 'll to do 
something for returned soldiers, adopted th0 
proposal? 

Mr. NOTT: '\Yhv did they not get the 
n gricultu.nd chPn1lst to anrilysc tho soil, 
imtead of wailing four years? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The suggc t'lon in 
tlw interjection of the hon. nwmb·r fur 
Stanlev is not trnc, for this re£1son--th~t 
it was on 28th Xm·ember, 1919, that cdr. 
EosJ 1nade an inspection of this land "·ith 
Mr. Jones, of th, Land Sottleme;,t C'll1l­

n1ittt>e, \Yhich is not yet four years ~u:.~·o, anJ 
ibat it is oYer twdn' months agn th:tt tho 
,,fficials of the department' did rq1u·t that 
ibo soil w:cs bad. I just wanf to P"int out 
that the Ipswich Chamber of Commerce tnok 
a ban-d in the bnsi111>-s anJ on 27th J anuar,:, 
lc20, J\lr. G. \V. Allcn, secrctar:.- of the 
C.hamber, wrolc io tbe Land Sdllement 
Cornntittee and urMcd tho CXT)Cditiun of the 
hnd sPttlc"cJent ,chcme at Coomin L Ho 
-.J,,o stateJ that this settlement ,;,as well 
knov:..-n to n1anv menJbers of t1u Ch:nnbf·T of 
Commerce, and they felt sure it must pi'OYe " 
:...;Tt.at success. Those arc the opin1ons ot the 
l•usirHss rncn of Ips1vich-the men 1nannging 
the big businc-;;>;; concerns in the citv. basPd 
upon the most expert cvidencJ that could 
bo obtained in the district. They are the 
VC'ry gentlemen vd1o recommcnclc-J to tht~ 
committee that it should be mad.c a s0:dier 
settlumont; but, when the thing proYed to 
b" a borrible frost and to havo nothing 
whatever of am· kind in it, thov tric·d to 
unload the respo"nsibility for the wl:olc propo­
'ition on to the Gm·ernment and sho" th~t 
they were to blame. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'cBLIC LA1'<JJS: Thev 
,, anted to exploit the soldier settln.,. · 

Mr. NoTT: Your party tried to exploit 
HJC soldier settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pcm.rc LANDS: Your 
tspe exploited the Indians in East Afeica. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER : On 14th 1\!La-- 1920. 
Messrs. Perry, Bottomley, and Tardent, of 
tl.e Ipswich Repatriation Committee, 
culled on the i1ffice1' in charge of the So!dier 
Sehh,mont Branch and urged thn.t immedi­
ate action be taken towards making the area 
available for soldier settlement, as thev 
wished to advance the proposal in cvor.v wa,;. 
I do not think I need say more, cxc''Pt to 
remark that tbe Ipswich business people 
stood solidly behind the project, and the 
man who stood bt\hind it more 'olidlv than 
anybody else• was Mr. l3ottomley, ch~irman 
of the Repatriation Committee at Ips·.yich, 
"ho moved in favour of it on every possible 
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cccasion, and who in 1923 carried the Na.iion­
alist flag in Ipswich in opposition to the 
hon. member for Ipswich. When he was 
tackled with being partly responsible he 
indignantly denied it. The " Queensland 
Times" of the 5th 1\la;v last reports " m~ct· 
inv at which he did so in theso terms-

'" ";\lr. Flcming (a returned soldier at 
the Ipswich \Yorkshops) proceed<·d to 
address the meeting on the fJut·<tion of 
the position of the men at Coomin:. '"· and 
said l\Ir. Bottornley was partl~~~ rc·pon­
sible fm· the · Coominva scandal.' l\Ir. 
Bottomley mounted thc.platfo;·m and said 
thi, man h •d told an absurd "tor··. as 
he would prove if he had more time to 
deal 1vith the matter. 'Do van think.' 
he said, 'that Harrv Covne ,:o11ld spend 
£35,000 on mv re• o'mmendation ?' " 

The unf•n·tunatc thing about it is that the 
Land Settlement Committee did spend 
£35,000 on the recommendation of :11r. 
l3otlomlev and other 1wop1c. :\-Ir. Androw 
Vvright, ,\-ho was also a Nationalist c, 1didato 
in that part of t.ho State, then mack this 
interj<::.ction-

" Oh, hp, is foolish enough, but he did 
not do it." 

Gnfortunatclv it is verv difficult for lh0 Land 
Settlement Commiltcl: lo know what to do 
in such a c ,1::;c. They 'Ye re urg-ed b,~,T t,he 
l'csponf'iblo business people of the clt_\~ to 
tako it "~'• and thee' toJk it up !:(el'uincly 
.and carne~tlv, in an endeavour to Jo S01Jlf'­
thlng to he,ip the returned ~oldier.;. The 
thing I have to cornplain about is that, ·xh(•n 
they found that it was a mistJ1kc, they 
,vantcd lo get out fron1 under, instca.d of 
shouldering their bu1·den and saying, "\.Vo 
n~isguitlccl tbo cornnnttce, and 1,VP will do 
our best lo defend them." It is for this 
reason alo,,c that I haYe .dealt with the 
matter. 

Now a word or two about the parc~graph 
in the Financial Statcn1ent to whic:1 I have 
.already rcfr·rrcd-

" 1 think it can bo truthful! cc soid that 
the Queensland railway~ in r~ccnt years 
have been as cconornicall.v n1anageJ, as 
capably administered, and as faitl-fully 
served hy rhe emplGyec" as any railway 
s:.stcrn )n Australia.'; 

That sentence is particularly guarded. It 
rnay n1can n1uch or it may mean little. Uut, 
whether it. me:me much or whether it nwans 
little, I think it my dutv. as a representative 
of a largo !ail-way constituency, to takn this 
opportunity of pointing out that, well as the 
railways of this State may be adminicrered, 
there is much room for improvement. \Yhen 
I had ihe honour of addressing the Com­
mitte'' in 1915. I pointed out the necessity 
for scpa.rating the two great branches of tho 
Ipswich Railway \Vorkshops. the iron side 
h-om the wood side. I pointed out that the 
shops were under a rnan "\rho \vas compE'tcnt 
3o far as 'vrought-iron 'vork vtas concerned, 
Lul did not have the necessary kn•Jwlcdgc to 
make the woodwork section t.he succo'< ii. 
.should be. Some of the railwuv officials 
rather pooh-poohed the idea, and, b<?ing 
rather sens1iive and bashful, and in the 
habit of bowing io those who have superior 
knowledge, I gave :vay, thinking perhaps 
that I had made a rrnstake. Recent happen­
ings have convinced me that I did not make 
a mistake, and have convinced me that in 
ihe Ipswich Railway ·workshops thew is 
t1ither culpable negligence or absolute 
ignorance. Those are strong words, but I 
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hope that the few facts which I shall be 
able to put before the Committee will con­
vince thc'm of the unsatiofactory state ,,f the 
wc·odworking section, at any rate, and that 
snrnething should bo done to l'\?n1cdy thu 
position. Quite recenll.v the Commi·,_;ioner 
decided io build two trains. 

The.so trJins arc known a~ main lino trains, 
and I believe thcv are run as \rhat is com­
u:only known as the Sydney mail. I am not 
going to deal gcnerully with the whole busi­
ness of the carriage department or the 
wagon departtncnt, but I an1 going to let 
the'e two inBtancC'•, or practically this one 
instance, stand to give the~ general public an 
idea of what is happening there. It was 
decided to build these two train.', and. natur­
ally, \rhen you go to builJ a train, tho Inako­
lll• of a traiu must be considered. The matter 
w'as considered. and it was decided that the 
trains wore to be contposcd of six second 
-c1a:"s cars, four first clu:Ss cars, four con1posito 
cars, and two bl'ako yan~. That reprc",f'Dted 
:ixtecn vehicle-•> in all, ,Yhich \Yerc necessa1·y 
to n1ako up two trains. The quantities for 
ihoso trains \Y('l'C got out. The tirnbor \vas 
got out and allotted, and the vrholc of tho 
·material v, as workeJ out in thn different 
quantitic,·. The tirnbPr was actually cut, und 
then it was suddPnlv deci-ded to altl'r the· 
rnakc-u11 of those traill·.~. Then it V\ a5 decidcrl 
that the trains \Yore to c~)n•,jct of ~ix second 
class carriagc3, £DJU' first dass carriages, two 
co~npc-,itp c:-tr::.:, and t \"0 parlour cars. Once 
n1ol'P the quanti ti0s '~'r'ro ordered, the 
rna tcrial prepared, the tirnbor \l as cut, 
\nd tl:e thing \Ya~ rpad,:;, for erection, 
when it was dec-ided to make a further altera­
tion by lntTing six ~econd class ctrriugcs, 
hro iir ~t rla-.s carria;::;es, t\YO first da~s car­
riages with parlour car ends, twG compo~ite 
Cfll -', and two parlour car,;.:. __ lt:ain thP quan­
tities wore got out. matPrials ordPrcd. and 
tho timbl'r cut. After itll this trouble the 
Ip~"\'ich work~hop:-; got on a l11t1n way ·-with 
the cou~truction of the Yehic1P:5 tPihl it c ,1me 
to tht~ erection of the can·iag-e·\, when it y,."as 
found that the partirion that divides the 
corridor frcnn the :-:eatillg part of the car­
riage was so flir11sy that it vvould not rarr~, 
tho \Yindo\1; s that were ::'et thProin, and it 
was then necessary, after all that timber had 
been cut and had been practicall.v laid rcadv 
for eJ'eetion. to ban1 all tbi, partition altered 
and ruad0 1 hick enough to -carr.Y the windo,vs 
and l'f'::>l:..t 1he \\'eight of an oruinary man up 
agflinst the nanition when walking along the 
corridor. Th.::; sr :1:. s were all cut and reach­
to b:=- COYPrPd bv the trimmers when it Y· a~s 
found ihat thcv ;vcre 2 feet 9 inches in width. 
The cushicncc!' seats in this Chamber-which 
we are ofien told bv those outside arc verv 
soft and nice to loli upon-are 2 feet wide. 
Can you in1agine what would be the position 
in a carriage 1vith scuts 9 inches wider than 
the seats lwre? \Yhv. the hon. member for 
Cnrnarvon. with his 6 fept 7 inches in length, 
would not be able to get his feet on the floor 
of a carriage 'vith seats 2 feet 9 inches wjde. 
The whole thing is preposterous; it is ridicu­
lous. New S'outh \Vales has the widest. car­
riage seats. and th!'v do not exceed 2 fed 2 
inchPs; yet the dPsigneJ ~ of this carriage 
designed the "cat that was to be 2 feet 9 
inches wide. \Vhat is the meaning of this? 

:Mr. Gr.EDSON: Perhaps they intended it 
for a double bed. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: If it was the first 
time in their ·life that they had designed a 
railway carriage we could understand it. If 

Mr. P. A. Cooper.] 
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they had nc,·er tm\"elled in a railway car· 
riage or knew nothins· about it, you 1night 
po:--~ib1y cx(·u:;;e t)Jcnl, but for seats to be 
de,ignecl 2 feet Q inchC"' in width pradically 
surpar~cs all cmurn·chcn--io'l. The tirnber "Ta;:;; 
cut. the mrttcrial \\"as all rcadv. It \\US 

ready to be cJ\·ercd. and the trim.mer:c, \Yhen 
they saw the scat, cxelain1rd, "IIow, in the 
nan1e of fortu11c, arc \Ve to g0t material 
onler.,_d to coYcr carriage seat~ 2 feet 2 inclws 
iu w.dth to coyer thc·,e seats 2 feet 9 inches 
in wi(1th ;n 

"\t L c5 fl.Ill .. 

i\Ir. KIXG (Lourr.;), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairme11. rclie·ccd the Chairman 
in the chair. 

~\h. F. A. COOPER: The ceiling of ihe 
carriages i strPnQ·thencd by vd1at i~ techni­
cally known as a boo1> stidL That is a curved 
pi !('C of vvood that supports thP ceiling. 
Ordinarily, tlwsc piece~ uf 'Yood are COYPrecl 
with ~-inch mnterin I, aLd on that is ph: cc cl 
the \Yundrrlich cPiling. For some reason or 
otlH'r it was dc~ided to \..-Tier the·;:.~~ pieces of 
wood wi·h material 2 inches thick, and the;.· 
wcrJ to lH" plac£'d at yarinus di::-tances apart. 
So carcfu1ly hacl thP'·C ti!nbcrs to be spaced 
in onh•r to 1 .lu~ llw \Yundcrlich ('Oiling 
i hat. inctcnd of tlw "·hole work being done 
by two n1Pn in one dav. as is ordinarilY the 
cll3c, it ~ook four n1e l '.:_{ \,('ek to do it.~ 

:'\lr. EL I. \IWS: If WC told YOU that you 
wonld not lwli 'Ye it. · 

Mr. C.lll'Il?ll: \Yh: >houlJ \YO believe you? 

!\h. F. A. COOPEH: The design of tho 
carriag~>s was so fault:, that in nine casf"'<~ 
out of tPn 1ho lnntlor; pipes could not be 
got dcwn through the undergcar. The pipe 
haLl 10 1T' bt·nt and twi~:;.tc·d in ~neh n way ~ts 
to b:~ practically U::'cless. En~ryone lcnow.3 
that tlw fir t thing which creates a stoppag·" 
in a pipe is a bend, and the lavatory pipes 
in nw,-t of th0"'e carriages arc so Lent that 
the effect wiH be the , a1l1~' in CYC'ry carriage; 
they \Yill bled;;:. and, instead of being a use, 
thcv ·will become a nuisanc0. One of the 
gTL';tc.,.,t tronblt':) of the carriage n1en in the 
I p:-:.wich \York~-hops in the repair spction is to 
handlP filthy, dirt)' bogies that come in for 
n'pair, and on n1any orcasio-:-1 thP'-T have to 
handl0 the filthy, dirty lava•ories because of 
the blockages that arc caused by bPnt pipc•s; 
yet, aftl~r thirty ycar:-5 or forty year~' experi~ 
cnc? of carriage bui1dfng, these men have 
not ·ulricicnt competence so to construct tho 
C':ll'ria,ge lavatory that the pipe will go 
straight down through the undcrgear. This 
Is an old rornplaini. Carriages come and 
carriage~ go. but the :-.an1c old design goC'··, 
on~thP 'amo old tronblt'. The plumber has 
to wrig,le the pipe as best he NVI to get an 
cutlet for the lavatory. 

I hav(~ d0alt with the carriage~, an-d now 
I \Yill let them go. Ld me now deal with 
ihc composite cars. Thc'e cars have a second 
cl a '"~J cornparbnent at one end and a first 
cl a ·s compartment at the other, and semo 
c 11Tiagcs ha vc bP en so dc~.igncd that, v hen 
th0 train j~ joined up th0 C:Jl-ridor \Yill be 
on the wroiJg ~id<'. It is p1accd on th0 sunny 
side, and the pr'ople haYe to sit on the side 
that might be called dw" cool sidr'. The 
pPople \\·ould have to twi-t and turn to get 
along to their scat· simply bt:rause the car­
riage was dc>igned thP wrong end first. 
Thev will 1!0\V haYe to lift the whole thing 
off i's hogf'y, taln" it to piPCC::', and iurn it 
round tho other \Yay and alter the wholo 
design if it is to be macle of any use at all. 
:"\ow let me deal \Yith the parlour cars. These 
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car::;:2 as hon. me1nbcrs knov;,r, are very conl­
fortahle, and arc fith'd with chairs that ar0 
vcr,v· dPcent in ~on1c respects but not in otlwr.s~ 
It was deciclcd that those cars were to be 
fitt··d up with special chairs that wrre to be 
obtainNl from a Brisbano firm. The Coach­
makers' 'Cmon objr ·te-e!, and said that they 
could makC> the chairs. and that they thought 
the? ought to bn n1adc in the Ipswich work­
shops. \Yhat was the result? The Railway 
DPpartrrwnt decided that they wol!ld not 
haYo anv chairs at all if tlwv could not buv 
thcn1 oL1t~idP. rrhey would~ not get ther~~ 
mad" at the \vorkshop··., with the result that 
tht~y arc going- to take the old chairs out 
of the old parlour cars and put them in the 
rtcw parlour cars. If that is good enough 
now. and if they crrn place those old chair~ 
in the new cars, why did th<'y not know that 
before thev decided to o·iyc an order for 
forty or eight-,' of those chairs to wme local 
f!rm '? \Yas !t known then that they had 
those other parlour-car chairs? 

:'llr. NoTT: Do YOU wonder that tho 
GoYernrncnt made a vmeS3 of Coolninya: 

:Vlr. F. A. COOP EH: Tho CJoycrnment did 
not make a 1ne~-; of Coom1nya, a~ I have 
alrcad.v ex:plaiw~d. \Yhen it eorncs to 1nen 1n 
char::.c of etlfairs doing things like that, I am 
not surpri.:ed that Ute rank and file find it 
ycry cli!Ernlt in the effort> thcv haYe been 
rr.abn~r in the pa-t to do thP right thing. I 
do not know v. hat is going to becorne uf the 
old par:our car,. I ·uppose they will be ftltcd 
up as O]'(lirary cars and sent out on the line 
again. If that i::; so, ,, hy g-o to the trouble 
of taking the seaL; out of HH~n1 anJ putting 
them into the new cars 'I The new parlour 
r::trs are n1ne:h inferior to the parlour cars 
that an~ no''- running in fittings aud ge11eral 
appearance. \Yh;. go to dw trouble of build­
ing infl1 rior rar:-1 '? :=\ot only did they do 
that, imt whPn ilw car.: were l1tt d up the;' 

0re to lw Iinishcd off with cedar 1nouldings. 
( \r~e ear had tlJP n1o!dding:-; i11 po-...ition and 
the 1nat0riHl was all cnt and poli,hcd antl 
l'C'ad"' for erection ill the other car. Sorne­
Lod:v· f'an1e and said, '·I do nut c.1rc rnuch 
about the look of those mouldings; take 
them out." The>; "·ere taken out and the 
whole lot replacccl with fumed maple. The 
Secretary for Public \Yorks is a painter· 
and a cnmpctent tradesman. and he knows, 
a_, everybody know8, that when a ·decorator 
-,ots out lo decorate a room he has sornc idea 
of the colour he is goi11g to u.-•e and what is 
going to bo the general effeci. I put it to 
him that a carriage builder ought to know 
\Yhat would bo the general effect of coda1~ 
1noul-ding8 upon certain wal1s1 and if eedar 
rnouldings were going to clash with any other 
colour. he \Yould not ha YO cedar mouldings. 
)(.et we baYe the desirrner of the_~·C' carriages 
stipulating cedar mouldings, and when 1hey 
\Ycre put in position someone decided that 
they were a horrible clash and that they had 
bPtter be taken out. I cannot understand 
why such things arc done up there. 

Right at The t'nd of the tmin is the guard's 
van, and the peculiar thing· al!out that van 
is that when it was put in position, when the 
,,up'?rstructurc \Vas put on the underframc, 
it ·was found 1he doors Wduld not operate. 
Bccau~:.· of thc- big carriage oYel·-hang. 
it was nce£·-.sar:y to put kn0cs, or struts, to· 
si rongthcn tho undcrfranw. You would 
think that " drafisman in de<,igning- a 
caniagc would see 1 hat those struts did not 
p;o where the "an door :Y,oes. 'That is where 
in this case they do go. \\'hen they put m 
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the doors they found that, to make the 
pac"ai£" to the· dour, the.v v. ould have ~o ~ut 
thf> Yerv struts. It seems an astonishing 
thing that a draftsman cannot design an 
undl'rfr.arno to fit in with the ·,uper­
structure. I have taken the whole train 
right from th0 beginning to . the end, and 
it shows there has been bungling from start 
to finioh. But this is not the only thing 
ihat happened to thc>v trains. There is this 
additional f<H L coiH't·nnng thcn1. 11 1vas 
decidC'd that one tl'fLin should Or• got out in a 
trt'nlPndons lnn·•·.\T. 11c>pair work wa:"i aban­
doned, and all possible hands conc8ntrated 
on this one purticLtlar traill. The train "as 
practically fini3hcd and read·, to. be t::'kcn 
out into the' varcl, with the exceptwn o! the 
brass ea tch< •, \vhich arc fitted on the \Vindow~ 
to let them ur> and down. These were not 
procurable. The brass shop did rwt have 
the brass f'tttino:s roeccssary. They could 
not leave the inun standing in the carriage­
shop. because the space it occclpicd was 
required. ConfcquentJy, thcJ ran _the traHl 
out into the yanl and expo -cd 1t to tho 
w~athcr, bnt the·,- could not do that w1thout 
first fittinp· the windows, bo"·ause the \veathor 
would soo~1 cJ,,,troy the internal fitting,. The 
position nO\\ 1.;; that train has be~n Hnishcd 
for months. and has been left sto.nding out 
in the rard exposed to all weathers. 

At 4.21 p.m .. 
The Cn.UR1L\x (Mr. Kirwan, Bridwnc) 

resumed the chair. 

;\Ir. F. A. COOPER: Now, wh•'n they got 
those bras~ fittings, jt will bo IH~cc '.sary to 
iak<• out dw fifty or cixty windows, put in 
the bra• s•.1ork. and finish it off a ~rain. I do 
J.ot knm. v·hc·thcr I can altogether back up 
the· nar •grilph of ihe Tr• asurer that the 
workS ; re N'Onon"iically run and capably 
nwnagPrL If that is only a comparative 
stntc•rw•ni- that Queensland ·-tands over tho 
other St.1t in so far as the construction 
of carriagt>'-' ~·~)ps--thc oth0r Stah's 1nust be 
.in a narti~·nla·rlv bad \\aV. \Vhat I haye 
stated. has l!iH1 this c·ffect_:_that the time of 
the men in thr·so workshops has been taken 
up on rnuch li·Plcss \vork, \Vhieh has ddaycd 
c arrin ~·e tt']J!l i r~, and tho repairs of carriages 
ha ye 'Ut>ul · neglct:ted for sorne considPrablc 
tin1c. The carrint~es <Jro not in a good con­
ditioll at all. I was informed bv the Coach­
makers' Cnion that they have" ncYer been 
in such a bad staiu as they arc to-day. Some 
tiuH) arto I "Toto to the Secretarv for 
Hail" ay~., and dn w his attention to ih'e h~t 
that t\;-o carriages sent to the workshops 
for ropair3 sho\vPd bJ their condition that 
for some time they must have been a danger 
to the travelling public, and I urge.d the 
~Iinist01' to sec that no further carriagl'S 
were allowed to be used in that condition. 
1 received a reply from the secretary to the 
Con1n1issioner, saying that the n1cn \vho 
examined these c1rria.ges \Vert~ cxaminerR­
oi course thoy \HJnld be-and that thew were 
\rorking under rnon \vho ·were con~pctcnt 
leading ha11ds. All I have to say is that if 
1hcv \VPre \YOrking under men \vho arc com­
pet'ent loading hands, and if th<cy allowed 
the~c carriages to run in a condition which 
renderecl them unsafe for· the travelling 
publi< they eithr•r were not doing their 
duh, or they were not compet<:mt to do iheir 
duty. rJ~ho average carriage examin0r is 
trained to know when a "·heel is broken, or 
\\-hen a bog·C'~' is craCked, or whun itn axle­
box ;, hot. That is his main buoiness. \Vhen 
a train co~n0:;:, in .h~~ goc:-; along the yariou:-; 
carriage,, f\lld by tapping in certain places 

\vi1 h a harnn1Pr, kno \ s by hi::\ trained car 
fend e,,·o whci her tho wheel is all right, and 
whether the ·th)V,CY and Hxlcs are ln running 
r.Jndition. It is a ridiculous statcrncnt for 
the socrctarv to the Commissioner to cay 
that the c:=niiage exa1nincr is ';;·orking under 
a con1peront forernan, and therefore ev~ry­
thing is all right. There is only one remedy 
b, whic•h this stato of affairs can b0 
i1nprovcd, aw.l that is to bcparate at once tho 
wood and iron section~ of tho Ips1• ich \Y-ork­
;;:hops. I w1.nt to sec_• the wooJ section put 
nnJer a cornpctcnt \Yood n1a.n, wl1o is ablo 
to examin,_~ dnnving,, as they con1e frorn the 
dra \Ying office, a.nd say that the drawings 
arP suc·h i lwt the:i can Le ''"rkcd to. Iu 
niD.ny iiJstanCf''i, as carriage dra vYing:':> come 
from the drafb•nau, before thoy can be 
ForkPd to th< v h:we to b" altered iu some 
l'f•spcct or othCr. Tbc cornrnon practil'c is 
f{)r the {lraftsn~an to co1nc into the carriage 
shop after thP c.uTiCigO j:_, con::;t!.:uctcJ a11d 
alter his dra·:.,ings. Thn uufortuuat.o thing 
is that no Lieu" Ut acerut'S, and the s..tnlf' old 
tHi.~take i,; ~·cpcJJc'd tinH} after time.~ Two 
n1ns \Yf'r" built ,o;;'JnlP cousiderablc tinw r: go, 
and it \Ya.s pnintuci out that th(~ tic roJ vvas 
placed in >uch a position 1 hat tlw guard in 
jumping into l1:s van ran the rj;-;k of ('atch­
ing his toe betv;, ePn tlw ~tep and tlll' tie-rod 
nur The lliJfonunate part \ras that thjs 
ptoved to be tho case. ft \Yas reported. At 
that tinw thP-_'C wert:' 0111 th"O YHIJS ·with 
that p,trticular cla·:s of tic rod, lrhon~as 
r o-cla,v ~i xtePn a r~· running with it :::;o fitted. 
Th~ rf"3lllt is that C\:cr, one of th!:·,,c vans 
<,ill ha' e to ::;o hack to the workshops for 
a.it~:ration. Thoy \vill have to reverse the 
\~an door. The car,·iago door open . .;:; out­
wards. but t h,• guard, LP in~~ an athletic sort 
of i11dividual, ha' to ruu lu catch the train 
while it j~ in nwtion, and he n1n:·.t have a 
door \\chirh opens in'.'.al;\t'. ThP door of tho 
guard's yan opens in\YHrds, and ~xht•n these 
rtit<-'r'd ions arc being tnadr: a sin1plc reYcrsul 
will _ruakt' thPnl opl'n outwards. v.o each \vill 
h:, I'C' to be altered so tha1 th0 door will 
open iu ,,an]s imt·•ad of outward.o. _\il that 
trouble; .v-a:::; cau.~cd by the yy,:,nt of proper 
~upe1 ,-I~JOlL. and t.ho abscltcP of a proper 
wood n1en to :-upc'rvise ihe Yroodwork in the 
Ipswic·h \Yorkdwps. The objection now to 
oc·parati11g the two branche,; is that there 
will ha Ye' to 1.:. a ,;Pp:. rate blacksmith's shop 
a separate fitting shop, and, in fact, ~cparat(~ 
shop:; al1ogctber. That is not so. There is 
110 reason Yrh• the pn''ent foreman black­
~mith cannct .~-:up<' I \~i~e the blacksrnithing and 
rronwork. '~o long H"' there i~ ~t separate sec­
tion fur th0 carriag-e ·rlf'JHtl·tmont. lle:re we 
lunc IJnd tlw mail train lwlcl up for ll!OHths, 
anJ. go of! uc·-.~ knorrs how n1uch longc•r it ·will 
be. bccansc thP bras.' shop has noi got ready 
the bra3s catches; but if it cannot make a 
better catch th;w has been turned out. some­
thing n1iglH have to be don(~. Those fittings, 
or some of them, h:tve been turned out in 
such a wa~· that one is likclv to cut his 
lingers in attempting io use them. Thev .are 
made vc·ith a kni fc-<.'dgc. There appeaur9 to 
lh' a lack of ro-ordination between the 
\·arious -department· The lrornvork depart· 
ment care· Ycry little of what happens in 
the \Yood-'. orking- sec·tion. I can iJlnstrate 
this by an ill<'ideni I was told of. A leading 
hand was stundjng· one day in his shop 
because lw conld not get certain material 
fr0m another shop, when one of the fom'Y!en 
or mau.1.g0r.:-1 can1c along and said to hin1. 
'· What is +he matter?" The leading hand 
replied, "I cannot get material from such-

]~Jr. P. A. Cooper.] 
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and-such a shop."' The reply he received 
vas, '· \Yhy worry? Nobody else does." I 
am sorrv to sa,- that such was the rPsult with 
a man ,;·ho v;·a~s trying to rlo his '\Vork. and I 
say the men in the Ipswich Vi' orkshops do 
try to do their level best. They have battled 
in scawn and out of season with the Minister 
and with the Commissioner for Railways to 
have some say in the C'ontrol and manage~ 
mcnt of these shvps. Thcv sec these things 
going on day after da v 'week after week, 
month ~':tcr n1onth, nncl }Te8r after year, yet 
the:; arc expected to give tho very best that 
is in them, and to do all they can to advance 
the prosperity and l'arning capacity of the 
Qu( r::-nslnnd railways, and 1hey see those in 
anthorit, at tl1e same time paying so little 
attention to matter~ as I have nH~ntioncd. 
I say that this js eithf-}r due to ignorance, 
carelessness, or what might b•• apt1y called 
scientific sabotagP. \Vh>ttevcr the reason is, 
it has to be stopped. 

0PPOSITIOX ME}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

i\Ir. F. A. C'OOPER: I have borne this 
matter as long· as I can be:-tr jt, and I haYe 
struggled with the people whom I think I 
ought to si mc:·gle with; but in common 
decency to my district and the men in the 
workshop:, the big bulk of whom are trving 
to do a fair and honest thing, I think I am 
m duty bound to make the statement I am 
lEaking her(' 110\"L 

0PPOsruos ~lE~lBERS : Hear, hear ! 

l\Ir. F. A. COOPER : I am not expecting 
the Commieoioncr for Hailwa vs to be able 
to ]JUt his hand on every little. thing. 

It is a ridiculous thing to expect the 
Secrctan,· fDr H.aih\ ays or the Cm_luuissioner 
to be able to deal with enrything that 
comes along-that they should adiudicatu 
upon the dismissal of a lad porter, ;nd also 
rt·ceive a deputation about so1ne bi()' concern 
ir, connection vvith the Homa Str;ct sheds. 
These officials 1nust depPlHl upon their offi­
cel'S: th('y rntbt place reliance upon those 
undPr them. I have a little illustration 
of the '' .1v in which these officials act th-1i 
>vill astoni·'h hon. nwmbcrs. It will lF 
remPmbcrecl that in 1921 a number of m"n 
were dismissed from the Ipswich work--ho;)s. 

and that it was generally referred 
[· 1.30 p.m.] to as the act of deflation. The 

Con11nissionf~r for Railwav . ..; also 
the Mini,ter. clearlv 'tated that ~vl;on a 
chance off\,rcd, so~nC of the dofl'ated n1en 
VYould be rcnlaced but that others would not 
be rcinstat-•cl no matter what might happen. 
It was pointed out very plainly to ihe 
unions .and t.o me that Cl1 Ti:ain 111011 conJd 
not be rf)in:,tated fen·· Yariou·o· reasons. As 
rnernbcr for tho diGtrict, n1en rarne to :me 
.and said, '· There is a rC'portod vacancy in 
such am! such a shop," and cYen "~hen there 
"\Yas no Yacatlf'V at all a rnan would come to 
me and ask ". \Vhat chance is there of n1y 
getting back now?'' I \vould go -Lo the 
Cm·nrniP-si-oncr and say, " There is a reported 
.,, acancy in such and such a shop, and :-uch 
and such a man asks to be reinstated." The 
Co1n1nissioner "\vould Rav. "There is no 
vacancy." Yet another. man would be 
appointed. The iurned-dovvn man wodd 
>nnt an explanation, and at last I went to 
tho Commissioner and said, " You have 
replied to me in connection with certain men 
saying that there is no vacancy. yet other 
men have been appointed. vVhat is the 
position?" IIe said. " Thero are certain 
men whom we cannot take .back for certain 

[Mr. F. A. Cooper. 

rea:.mns." I said, '''-" ... ell, vvrite n1e, 1\fr. 
COJnmis,ioner, to that effect, and I will send 
the letter on to thbo men, and that will be 
the ond of the busine,s." lie thought it 
"\Vos a !:!,'OOd idea and \Yrot.o 1no1 saying, 
'; Such and such a n1an cannot be reinstated 
because hn ran a 'double book.' Such and 
such a man cannot b0 reinstated been use he 
p;aye more attention to horse racing than any­
tiling else. Such and such a Inan cannot 
be reinstate-d bcco use he was a bad tirrie­
keeper and vYas more often away than at 
1vork. Suf'h and such a n1an rannot bf· 
rconstated because he was a bad v-:orker. Such 
and such a man cannot be rein~tatod because 
he ould not pay any attention and was a 
shirker.'~ I showed each man the letter, 
and 0110 of them said to me, "That is 
satisfactory, anyhow; I know now why I 
got the bullet and will go elsewhere for a 
job." I v·ent av,ay ::\'orth with the- Public 
·works Commissioll. and wlwn I returned 
in a 1nont.h. I nu~t one of thcso 111011. I 
Y ondcrcd ho·w ho -...vas taking the rnatter. 
Ilt· gave a. grin and turned away his face. 
I thought he "as achamcd to face the situ­
ation. but was astonished to find that during 
nr.' ab.~e1wo eyery ono of those n1cn had been 
rcinst a tC'd. 

:VIr. CoRSER: You wen' cut out. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I do not complain 
a bout that. but I do complain about the fCom­
rnis~ion0r for H.aihyay- scnc~ing do"\vn a :-tate« 
n-,cnt. that snr!t a tl1ing could not be done, 
and th0n one of his officials earning along 
.Jncl reinstating thmm n1en. 

:Mr. CoSTELLO : 13y the union secretary? 

:VIr. F. A. COOPER: lt >vas not done by 
a union S('crr-tarv ~ it. \Yas Uonf' bv t.he offi­
cials of the Rai(v;ay ·workshops a·t Ipswich. 
Thev arc tlw rrten \Yho n~eon1mcnd reinstato­
n--;en~t, and \vho reco1nn1endccl the reinstatc­
rncnt of thoH~ rnen. ~ Again, I \Yrotc with 
re_ arJ 10 a carriage builder. It was said 
th"at this rnan was one of the "\YOr6t. and 
that the Connni~sioner did not think he 
ronld cv0r giYc hi1n another job a:'l a car­
rir,ge builder hut raig·ht find him a job a•: a 
labourer. A little while after the [psvnch 
Rr,ilwav \Yorkshops were asked to recom­
rnend three carriage builders. and I was 
astoni,hc d to Gnd that this man-the worst 
of the tweh·e who "·ere deflated-was one 
ox the three to get a job. I do not know 
how we are to get efficiency from the lowest 
ranks of the serYiec "\vhen no cohesion extsts 
amongst officers in the UJlJWr ranks. I think 
that the Ips~,,-ich Railwa:v \Vorkehops requll'e 
a thor01wh rake-over. I am no JY1ethodrst, 
but I dcJ arlmirc the :i\fothodist Church 
for shifting- its ministers around periodinlly, 
ancl I think that if men make tremendous 
blundere. we ought to shift them round a 
bit and give others a chance of making 
gocH:l. 

;\lr. ELPHIKSTONE: vVhat about applying 
that to members of Parliament' 

Mr. F. A. COOP'ER: I belong to a party 
that believes in the _,hift round. As a 
matter of fact, every three years we have 
to o;o up for examination. to be. approved 
and passed before facmg the barner agam. 
and I congratulate the Country party and 
the 1\ationalist party for adopti~g the ~ame 
tactics. If the heads of our Ra!lway \\ ork.­
shops and of our departments had to come 
up every three years and justify their posi­
tions for the future as we have ·to do, I 
am sure that we should get better results. 
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I am not sure that I am keen on fixity of 
tenure. If I have outlived my usefulness as 
the member for Dremer, I am prepared to get 
out, and I will not cry out and say, "I 
thought I was on the staff and that I was 
there for life." People in responsible posi. 
tions should justify their actions by continued 
competence. These revelations about the two 
trains and one set of vehicles ought to be 
sufficient indication .as to the gross igHor­
ar,co and carelc•,sncss of the people control­
ling the Ipswich \Yorkshops at the present 
time. 

~Ir. PETERSOX (Tormanby): I trust that 
the Treasurer's mi•dion to England will be 
a great success, because any failure on the 
part of Queensland to make good will only 
react on the people here and particularly 
on the workers. Consequently it is our duty 
to render evOJ"y possible assistance, if that 
.assistance is required, to ensure the success 
of the Treasurer's rr1iss.ion. 

I dcoiro to make a few remarks concern­
ing the public school vote. I, in common 
v.·ith other hon. motTrbers, have boon satis­
fied with the action of the Government in 
erecting schoob when they have been 
required, and I publicly thanked the Govern­
ment-whilst I supported them and since 
I left them-for the attitude they adopted. 
Hm,·ever, the pooition now is that, rig·htly 
or wrongly, there has been ia ce,,ation 
on the part of the Education Department 
in the con;_,truction oi schools. I .run not 
s,tying tf1is in a critical ·way but an1 n1crcly 
trying to espouse the cause of certain sec­
tions in my elP<'toratc which arc strongly 
in B~·n1patln \Yith the present Governrnent. 
It has been- tlw continued policy of the 
dcpartnH'nt for the pa t hYO years to issue 
letters to the effect that ;; Tho school is 
approved, and when the financco are in a 
bertcr position tho matter will be recon­
sidered." One thing; tlHtt the Government 
ha.ve always taken pnde in is that they havo 
tried place before tlro pPople and chil-
dr·cn Quccnsl<tnd every facility for cdnca-
tion, and I trust that this policy of " go 
slow.'' so far hS the erection of public schools 
is concPrncd, v;ill cease, and that in the 
cur-rent 1\nnncial vcar the Secrotarv for Pub­
lic Instruction ;vil! sco the ,\,isdom of 
applying a ceriain amount of ·the vote to 
provide facilities for the education of our 
children. \Vhcn I 'CC the palatial building 
that is going up at tlll' top of Georgc street 
and consider that £230,oon is being expen­
ded on it, I am disappointed to see wme 
of the people outback asking· for school 
frlcilitiPs and receiving letters from the 
dqJartmcnt sayinp:, "\Ye approve of the 
"-chool. bnt it will have to wait till the 
sv:cct byc-and-l>yc, as no money is ayail­
able." I hope that that policy will not be 
continued. I think it should be the effort 
of hon. member·, on both si-des of the House 
to encourap:e settlement by the erection of 
schools and give the children every oppor­
tur,ih- of being educated. In many cases 
where schools haYe been approved of in the 
country thr• homes of the children attending 
those schoolc are miles away and the major­
itv of the children ride to school. Unfor­
tU'natC'ly the department does not fence the 
cc,untrv schools: the children come in with 
th0ir horsc,3 and 1.vhcn it conlf'~ to going 
home time thC'\' ha vc to eh a· e all round the 
countr,- i o 11 nd their horses. \Yhen we ha vo 
appealed to the department to provide fences 
round these country schools we are politely 

ir.forrned that, if the parents arc prepared 
to find a certain part of the cost, the Govern­
ment will supply tho material. That may 
be all right in its \Yay, but I challenge the 
Government to show one single instance in 
the city whore the parents have been asked 
to do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: I will 
accept your challongc-Wilston 

M,·. PETERSO)J: I thank the hon. gentle­
man for that information. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC \VORKS : You go 
out to the Wilston cchool and sec what the 
local people havo clone there. 

:Ylr. MORGAN; Built sheds. 

The SEOREl'ARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: They 
haYe done quite a number of things. Then 
the Ascot people have spent over £500 on the 
c,chool grounds. 

Mr. CoRSER: They are not farmers or they 
would not have 500 per!cc. 

Mr. PETERSO)J: The ~Iinistor will agree 
with me that thoro is no analogy between tho 
two svstems so far as the towns and the 
countr;y are concerned. At the \Vilston •,chool 
not one child rides to school on a horse. 

The SEC'IlETARY FOR PUBLIC ·wORKS : Why try 
to sidetrack? You raised the point that 
people in the metropolitan area did not do 
anything for their schools and I an1 telling 
you what has been done. 

Mr. PETERSOX: The hon. gentleman ha,, 
gin~n two illustrations out ol ovc1~ 100 gchools. 
.1:-lo\Ycvcr, I do not want i o raise a storrn in a 
teacup. In country electorates where schooi,., 
<trc erected the !Past the Government can do 
is to put a fence round them so that the 
children can easih- @'Ct their horsn when 
school is over. I ha YO always he'd that, 
V\-hf'rc a Gove-rnment open up large areas 
of land to induce sPttlors to go out in the 
cotmtr:v. schools should precede settlement. 
lion. nlcnibcr~ may ask why schools should 
precede settlement. For this rea, on-that it 
takes nearly' two years to get a school after 
the required number of children arc in the 
district: ,'lnd, if a large area is thro\Yll open, 
surelv the Govc,rnment could afford to spend 
£300 or £~00 in or·cctinp: a school where the 
children can get educational facilities. :o\t 
Carmi!la and other centres in my eloctol'ato, 
during tbe past three years, quite a numb< r 
of children have bo<'n absolutely bereft of 
a;r me 1ns of educ.1tion other t·han bv the 
po. tal s~Yste1n, which cannot be cL: in1ed ~to be 
altogether a success. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOil PUBLIC \YORKS: There. is 
a school just about finishing at Kelvin Grove 
now. VYhat are you talking about'? 

Mr. PETERSO?\: I never mentioned 
Keh-in Grm·e. I mentioned Carmilla. I 
sincerely trust a little attention will be given 
to those electorates which ha,-c suffered so 
severely for the ant of schools. I am not 
pleading for my mYn particuiar supporters, 
but I am pkadinp: for Carmilla and Central 
Ri-dgeland, where the people are strong sup­
porter., of the Government. 

A great deal of noico has been made about 
the qu~~tion Df Australian sentiment. \Vo 
have heard from members on both sides of 
the Chamber how desirable it is to have ~m 
Australian sentiment. As far as I can under­
stand the meaning of an Australian senti­
ment, it is a belief in things Australian; and, 
when you believe in things Austn!lian, you 
desire to build up Australian industries to 
help Australian workers. In order to bring 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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about that ideal I deoire to raise a few ques­
tiom. I noticed some timo ago that the 
Govencment called tenders in other parts 0f 
tho \Yorld and in QnPensland. too, for certain 
sugar n1achincry. Thev got some tender~ 
from Czecho-Slovakia, Eng·lond. and Scotland, 
as well as from Kew South 'vVales and Quecn·­
lnnd: but up to the present moment we do 
not know \Yhose tender has bec·n '1< ;•opted. 
'What I want to get at is this: \Vhen the3e 
tondors wore called each tenderer was given 
an opportunity of prepnring his own !"perill­
c:-;ion. The result wos that, when the tenders 
c '1110 in_ there '.vas~ \vide divergence between 
tho tenders from Qnocneland firms and the 
lowr't tender received from England. 

Mr. PEASE: How do you know that? 

Mr. PETERSO:'-l: I know that thev sun­
plied their ovn1 sporiflr.1J.ion, and I undc.r­
stand it is to be loft to the engineers of the 
department to pick out which is the best. 
That is the point I want to get at so far as 
AustnJian sentiment is conc<'rned. In the 
"Telegraph" the oth<'r day v.-o noticed that 
there ic, a complaint in England that the be;;t 
trade,,·nen of England arc lcayin!?; thoro be­
cau~c of the low wage's preyailing in ihc 
engineer shops, ~Yet. '"hen it come~ to a ques­
tion of trndPring, because their tPnrl0rs are 
loY cr. no consideration v;hatPYCr ls given to 
tlw fad that they are not operating under the 
sarn~ '"age." n·sarcl as thC' QnePns]anJ flrn1s 
arc: no consideration is paid to the fact that 
it is swoatcd labour in rnanv cases on the 
other side of the wor:-d: bed:, because thov 
can show that the rnachir1cr~· is going to coSt 
!cos, th,, Government in\ ariably accept the 
lowest tender. \Vhcr0 does the Australian 
sentiment come in? \Vu all bolievo in arbi­
tration and must all subscribe to that prin­
ciple, and so long as we have the Arbitration 
Court to prot0ct the workero, it ,;houl-d bo lhe 
duh of the Governnwnt to sc2 that the wages 
paid in otJwr parts of the world "re equal to 
those paid in Queensland or they honld not 
a<.2ept tenders from other parts of the world, 
Take as an example ono of the steel railway 
bridges in Korth('rn Quepn-;l.and, for which 
tenders were ca_Ilod and accepted just before 
the election. I think a Scottish tender was 
ecccpted, although Queensland firms had 
tend0rccl. Ko consi-deration was taken of the 

Dgcs paid OYer ther0. and it is \Yell known 
that you can land goods in the ?\ orth from 
England at practically the same freightage 
on the big boats as from Brisbane to Towns­
villa. If vou bclieYe in Australian sentiment, 
you chould protect the workers here and giYe 
them. an opportunity of getting what work 
Is going-, or else force the n1anufacturcrR .in 
other parts of the world to pay the higher 
wag<'S. It should be the aim and ,mbition 
of eYerv hon. member to build up a high 
standard for the worker; but we cannot build 
up a high standard if we arC' going to cart 
our tenders all round the world-to Czecho­
Slm-akia and those places-in order to com­
pel our manufncturerc, to submit low tenders. 
Our manufacturers cannot compete against 
foroig·n competition unle~s vou wipe out 
Arbitration Court awards, and no member 
of this House is prepared to do that; and the 
onl5T ''ay to be fair and square to our O\Vn 
people is to give th0m a preference to the 
extent of the higher awards which 'we ·must 
stand for. 'While we cannot speak with an-.­
weight on this side of the House, I sincerelv 
~rust that hon. memhers who rc•prc;ent big 
mdustnal works will be prepared to see that 
this work is giYen to our own people. I do 

[2vlr. Peterson. 

hope that the Australian sentiment which hon. 
members on the other side so much prat9 
about will be practised at home, and that 
evc'rY facility will be given to Quec>nsland 
contr~tctors to secure '"' ork for Queensland 

·orkers who are paid according to Arbitra­
tion 'Court a wards. 

The Goyernment no doubt can take a great 
cleal of credit for increased land settlement 
It is no good ono harping and fv,u:_ying that 
no attempt is hc•in!'; made in this direction. 
I have to admit th&i: the GO\-ernmcnt are 
attempting, in a very bi;; ~xay, to bring about 
iHcroased land settlement. The difficulty I 
see in front of the Government at the present 
time is that we are suffering to-day, not from 
the want of increased land settlement, but 
the trouble is because the unfortunate settlers 
cannot got a fair price for that which they 
r~roduce. Let ns take butter as all_ examplo. 
\V e find butter is being dumped into Quoens­
J:Jnd, and 110 as:sistance Vi--hntcver is given to 
th~ priman producer to enable him to get 'L 

n :tsonahle return for his produce. vVhen it 
was thought that the primary producer was 
gutting too n1uch, there wa.;;: ample poT.rcr to 
pl'evctit him !?;Citing a higher price; but now 
that butter is being dumped hero horn the 
nther S1·a.tcs no action is taken by the GoYern­
ment to try and prot0ct the dai1:. ,nan. 

Ev0n vrith rPgard to canned hnits '\C find 
that, nndcr the New South \Vales Goyern­
Jncnt. although it may be u 'o-collccl Tory 
Coycrnmcnt. the 1Iurrumbldgec Irrigation 
Trust-, -..,,hi eh .nan11fnctures a hnge qunnt-ity 
of cannl(1 fruits, js dulYJping irllo Qupcnslard 
a large q11a..ntit-::, of f'anncd fruits and s»liing 
ihnm at 2d. per lb. le's than what the:· arc 
selling ~tin New South \Vales. 
Rcvcrtin~ again to the question of -:-\ustra-

1ian scmtimcnt, whilst we n1a~,~ proudly stancl 
for Au>tl alian sentiment sometimes, we should 
cumC' a ~ittle nearer hon10 a.nd tr~.- to incul­
cate- a Queensland s0ntin1cnt. \Yhi 1~f mc.nn­
hcturer' in the South <~re protect d hy iheir 
Governments by n preference clause, thPro 
io no rreference whatever giYOll b\ the 
Oupcnsland Gcvornrncnt to ln:::tntJfarturcrs 
hPrc worki:1g under their O"\Vll _,-\rbitrntion 
Court a"\Yard;:;. Consequent}:;-, in th · intcrr>sts 
of the worken generall,,,, I hop'' +hat the 
Government will trY and keen in f1uce"lsland 
as much a, possi'blo work· which rightly 
br,longs to the workers here. 

The next matt0r I de"'ire t·o speak about 
;, land e;ett!ement. Land settlement co.nnot 
b0 made a success unlcs';; we bavc so:mc pro­
,-ision mode for absorbing the product' which 
avo grown on the land. The only way you 
can have :-:ucrP"'3 in that dir~'ction is by 
rnconraging secondary industries in QucPl}-S­
land. Unfortunately, hon. m<?mbcrs "ppos1te 
will not agTP" wit.h us when c sa that 
there arC' practlcalJ."-· Jcss new indn::;:tries 
developing in Queensland to-da.y th•w at au:· 
period durin!?; the past fifteen yr>:;r-. The 
nrgnment has· been adduced that that is due 
to incrcasell taxation. l\Iany hon. mernbcr;.-; 
h ,,·e stated thRt taxation is gcnora!ly paesed 
h:cd: on to the workers. The hon. mcmbcc· 
for RockhampL0n the> other night stated that 
be· could not agrell with that argument. Ho 
snid, speaking generally with regard to inclus­
trics and ta.xation, that he could not 11grc'' 
with the argument that taxation was passed 
hack on to the workers. I want ro show 
h8'n the hvn. 1nernbcr iE3 vvrong by qncting 
tho TrPa,,urcr's statC'nlcnt to hin1. 

Mr. GLED~ON : It does not prove him lo bo 
\nong because the Treasurer oaid it. 
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Mr. PETRRSO:'-J: On 24th Octob0r. 1912, 
ihe following dialogue took place bctwPcn 
Mr. Dcnham, thE> then Premier anr! Mr. 
TheodDn (Yidu " Hansard,'' page 1244. for 
that year) with regard to tho incidence of 
taxation:-

" T,he PREMIER: I do not \Yant t0 in­
crease taxaiion. 

" ::\Ir. rrhoodoro: You do not \Yant to 
incrt'1so taxation on your ovvn pa1iiical 
friends. 

" Tho PRK.11TER : They are the only ones 
who are pc-1ying it nov•l. 

" 1V1r. r:rhcodore: Everyone in tb.:- com­
munity is pa~ving because it is beintS 
pnssed 'on. The consumers art' really 
paying ihe tax; it is passr~d on to thon.'' 

'l'hat is the )YJsitiDn in a nui .. hl'lL anrl I 
thorough1.\ agree 'vi1 h the Trca.sru,)i' w.h0n 
hP made that statemPnt, which I think ho 
bl'1ieve~ in to-'1av. \1\~har has been the rc.snlt 
of thi' high taxatton? \Ye haye ;wt gut the 
se-condary industries :in Queensland 1hn.t w:~ 
should JJavo hnd, and, unlcs>. Y\O alto~· our 
polic:.· of taxation, we cannot hopo to osbb· 
lish thorn. In olhc \Yurds, our 11olic;;· of 
taxation is ~imply giving protection to 
Soui lwrn nutnufacturors. Bee a us·~ of the 
taxation here Southern ftrn1s can ~o1np~·te 
with us on equnl i erms, e\-Pn taking i he 
'"·hippin~ charges inb) consldcra.tim1. 1 sug­
gest that in ordt-r to cnt ouru 0'0 indu.;:.trv to 
·come hPrc nnd open up avent~cs o{ :~nPloy­
nwnt and to provide market3 for our prodnce 
and ·Cttlo rrwrc people here, it '"ho11ld b,_, 
the policy of the Government to excmm fcom 
taxation for at least a p0riod of DsC y0a1 :-5 

an2, new enterprise ,Yhich is prcpan~d io 
open up in Quoen•.lancl. The so·callocl 
capitalist will not bo th,, on], one io bmcfit. 
The ;mrkcr him,olf will bcmcfit bec,uFc of 
1he increasf'd avPnuos of en1ployrneut. and 
tho producer will have a, m1tural market; 
aHd the natural market is one which can 
be controlled hPhcr than the m'trk<•t ovu·· 
ttf as, over 1.vhich \YO ha Ye no control at <lil. 
Consequently I sincerely trust that the 
Govcrnnu:nt will adopt this part of our pnlicy, 
one! I suggest that they should take this into 
ccnsidenli ion colla,terally with the hnd 
fH 1t1r-n10nt f,ehc·me" As ~ure as the ~,nn rlSP'~ 
i1~ the nwrning, so sure ·:vill any large 3 '.icm 
of lancl settlPment fad unless von lmvo 
thousands DlOl'C people in the citi~·s to con­
·,umo that which the 3ettlcrs are producing. 

The next matter I wish to spc1k on is with 
regard io the restoration of !he 5 per cent. 
reduction unposed on the raihvav n1en n.nd 
public servant.3. l do not knc\v ~Yd1:-1t other 
hon. mc1nbcrs nuty think of this rnatlf'r, bnt 
I consirlcr that it is !he dutv of t,ho Gm·orn· 
moni, to l'<'·.tore ihe amount at the cnrlicst 
P?ssiblc moment. It should not he thn policv 
ot the GovPrnmcnt to continue a reduction 
of that nature No matter what prcYions 
Uovernnwnb have donr, we n1u.st uot take 
nny cognisance of it; ·wo 1nust dn our {.Iutv. 
I haye Dften ihought how impossible :t 'is 
for many of the \Vorkcrs to liv(? on thP 
wag~s. thoJ ~1'£: getting under the trylng 
·c·on(.hbons whwh we haYe been subjeuerl to 
dunng tho past fovv J uars. 

Mr. GLEnso:-;: '\Vhat about th<• workers 
C·Vtside the Go\~crnn1ont scryice? 

Mr, PETERSO;\:: 'I'he workers outside will 
haYe io he suhjccl: to lhc Arbitration Court 
awards just the same as those inside I 
Jhink the h011. member will agreo that. the, 

public sPrnmts are entitled to the rc><tor <tion 
u[ the o,mount taken a\<UY from them irrc· 
spoctive of what occurs .;ntside. It sho:1ld 
br' t ho dnt.v of those outside to sec that "' 
fair wage is paid. 

The noxt matter I would like to spealc on 
is the hntter que,tion. I m~ke an appea.l 
to the Secretary for Agriculture to do his 
ntmo:-.t to tr.v and :-:: -.xe thL· butt::--r situutjon 
fc:r the prinHu·,v producers to-day. I noticn 
in this !norning'~ paper a st1.ten1U'Yl that tho 
Logan and All-H'rt Co-operatlve (Jornpany'"i 
butter faclmy ha.s produced 690,065 lb. of 
butter lc~s this year than last your. De:pite 
the ·cL·m1ght conditions which hav•::- operr·~tcd 
all oYct Qneonsland cltuinr{ i he P'"t three 
~·•:ars, and despite ihc climinishccl :mtpul of 
lmitcr factorie,, the price of butt ,' is 
dropping day by da~·. It is not a fair t.hing 
that this should kt!Pp going on, a.nd I sin-
(·crcly urge upon tho Sc:cretar.~c· for icul-
lure to do his utmost-seC'ill!r tl. 1t had 
the pm·.er ID prevent the huttee bciorics 
frorn getting a t.ighcr pric.~ when h1gher 
r)rict.·s \rerc ruling~-to :-L)e if he cannot rwo­
vido somo mcr.ES ·by which to give tu these 
pc:op1c a fair rPturn for the la bonr invoJv('d 
in the prodllctinn of butter. \Yhcn the report 
of :!\lr. Fcrr,\·, v;ho wa', nppoint<'d to f':O 
thoroughly mto tho qncction of huttr-r pro· 
rlnction, \·as tJrcscutod to this (=:ham b::i' i 1 
>A,Ls sta.t"d on pe<.''O 32 that he hctcl found 
that from 1915 to lJ2u the co<t of proJuci ng 
butter had averar;ed 3s 2d, JWr lb. I am 
r.ot going to argue that bnttcr :;::hou.i_,d be sc11t 
lllJ to 3s. 2d. l1'~r lb .. bc.·au::JO consun1Pt·s httvc 
a right to he protected as well ''s the pro· 
c1ncprs, l1ut I 1 hink hon. tncmhcrs v,,ill agroe 
that the Council of Agriculture and other 
cl en1es for the an1eliorati{Jll of th:; fa.rn1f'r 

n::l of no avail unlC'~q the C~-ovcrnn1cnt take 
pt·elit:linar:· action. I appeal for the sympc. 
thetic support. of the Secreiary for Agricnl· 
tlH<', and I ask him to ris0 lo thn occJsioa 
and render every possible as:..;i~tnnco to thc<;;;e 
[l( ople. 

l thank hon. members for tho patient 
],caring they have given me. and l trust 
tL~t sorno notice tvill be taken of hnt I h<'~"f' 
eD.ld. 

Mr. LLOYD (T1rl. in Grove): I think the 
Financial Statement is, Dn the whole, one 
on which the Government arc to bo con· 
p;ratulatrd. X othing evidences this more 
than the qualit) of the criticism which pur· 
ports to be hostile. The advcroe criticism 
that it hns rccr>-iYe··1 has been of a nwst per­
functory and unrorn·incing nature, and it is 
quite evident that the gentlemen \rho arc 
making these adv('r<C;8 criticisms arc si1nply 
saying what they think is expected of them 
as members of tho O·Jposition ancl arc not 
expressing their o\vn personal opinions. 
There i8 one argument, however, '"hich has 
been ad1·anced h} the Opposition which needs 
some com1nent, and that is the comparison 
of the present financial position with tho 
financial position which existed during the 
f-ix :~ears or so which immediate1;~~ prt)ceded 
the gre-at war. Those years were the n1oPt 
prosperous ones in the history of Quccnslancl, 
ancl it is no particul:>r credit to the Gm·crn· 
mcnt which held the reins of office at that 
time that ·they accumulated some small 

'nrpiuses. The surpluses that they 
[5 p.m.] did accumulate were mainlv acci. 

dents; tbev were more ofte'D than 
not the results of miscalculations in cst.inJat­
ing. They were, moreover, produced at a. 

1rlr. Lloyd.] 



696 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

time when wealth oozed out of the ground 
and surpluseo tumbled out of the clouds. 1 
think .that the Government which held office 
uhder those conditions of unsurpassed pros­
perity should not only have produced sorrw 
microscopic surpluses, but should also have 
carried on the public wrwks which were 
required at that time out of revenue, or, at 
any rate. should have reduced the national 
debt by senral millions. 

Mr. KELSO: You do not do much out of 
revenue. 

Mr. LLOYD: If the hon. member who has 
interjected has followed the history of 
Queensland as a public man should, be 
will know perfect!:.· well that the conditions, 
not only in Queensland, but also the world 
over, have during the last eight year,; been 
diametrically opposed in nature to what they 
were during the preceding six years. 

Mr. KELSO: Your own side claim that the 
last eight years have been the most prosper­
ous years that we haye ever had. How do 
you square that with your statement'! 

l.Ir. LLOYD: The claim was nevn· made 
in the sense suggc;;tcd. That is the reply one 
nntst rnako to th{~ hon. men1ber; any more 
remarks would be a mere v. aste of the time 
or the (;om1nittce. 

In commenting on some of the details of 
the Financial State111cnt, I have something 
to say on the e:x.pcmditur0 of the GoYernrnent 
ir, the relief of d•"titution. Some hostile 
criticism has been levellecl arrainst the 
Gover~11nent ber:ause they ha vc spc~t so n1uch 
for thrs purpocc. I am one of those Govern­
ment supporters ho consider that it is 
gr·catly to the credit of the Gon:rnment that 
they are prm·iding for the needs of the 
destitute. 

GoYERlOJENT ME:\lBERS : Hear, hej;r! 

Mr. LLOYD : One hon. member who rs 
at prc,ent in the Chamber, im,rj'ected to 
another speaker who rnade rerr1arks some­
;~-h~t sin1ilar to thos:: which I an1 1naking, 
· i\ hy do :, ou not gr ve them work'!" The 

hon. member knows perfectly well that it is 
not within the power of the State Govern­
ment-who are ,,-ithout control ovCI' the tariff 
-to solve the unemployment problem. It is 
only \Yithin the power of the Commonwealth 
Government party, of which hon. members 
opposite form a section, and for which thev 
are very active workPrs during a Feden;l 
election, to find a solution of the unemploved 
proble1n so far as Australia is coacer~ed. 
\Ne arc importing the greater part of our 
manufactured goods from the other end of 
the world, although the raw material for 
many of them, such as woollen goods, is pro­
duced, or mainly produced, here and is sent 
to the other end of the world for manufac­
ture. It is, therefore, to our friends who 
have control of the Federal administration 
that we must look for any radical ameliora­
tiOn of the uncmployPd position. All that it 
is within the po\\·er of the State GoYernment 
to do at the prAsent time is to provide 
palliatives. I believe, however that the 
scheme of organisation of industrt which the 
Go,·arnmont ha ye initiated \Yill, "if followed 
om in the spirit in which it is conceived 
reduce the unemployment evil-locally, at 
any rate-almost to vanishing point. But 
before any real permanent remedy can be 

[Mr. Lloyd. 

provided, a party having more progressive 
views than the one which at present holds 
office in the Federal Parliament must gain 
control of the administration. I hope that 
our Government will continue their policy of 
relieving those persons who are really desti­
tute without imposing unnecessary humilia­
tion. The policy which the Government 
adopte-d some years ago is being continued 
with regard to married men with families. 
That is a most important feature; but at 
the same time there are some men who have 
not famrlies and who arc equally -deserving 
of consideration. I must say that I do not 
think the policy of sending a man on to the 
next town is quite a good one. Certainly, if 
a man g-oes into the country he will manage 
to Jive som,.how, but it is only an indirect 
form of mendicancy. A man turns up at a 
farm and asks for work, and the farmer has 
no work to give him. but he gives him a 
meal. The man does not actually beg, 
but the result is the same. I think that 
the State should accept the rc,ponsibility of 
shielding from ·destitution without humilia­
tion an0 capable citizen who is willing to 
work. I think that mcndicanm·, of whatever 
form, is one of the greatest "evils--perhaps 
the most demoralising ill that we have. I 
believe that a man who is a mendicant is 
harder to reform-that it is more ·difficult to 
get him back in to the path which a self­
respecting citizen should follow-than a man 
who has taken to actual crime. I hope the 
policy will be follo"·ed of giving the neces­
saries of life to people who arc unable to get 
work. \Ve argue for work as a Tight. 

~Ir. I(ELSO: Somo n1on who \Yant \York 
cannot get it. 

J\Ir. LLOYD : I am not speaking of the 
class of whom the hon. member interjects~ 
of the men "·ho can get v·ork and do not 
\Vant it. I am speaking of the men who do 
want work and cannot get it. 

Mr. KELSO: I did not say that. 

l\Ir. LLOYD: I am speaking of men who 
rPall? want \York. I know perfect]) well that 
there are in Quoensla.nd-and to a far 
gr0al-Pr pro!>Ortion in the other States of 
Amtmlia--men who are willing to work and 
ca.nnot get \' ork. 

1\Ir. IIYKES: The greater portion of the 
vote was spent in assisting 'voincn and chil­
dren. \Y ould you make those people work? 

l\lr. MoRG.\X: Ko. That is another vote 
altogether. 

Mr. LLOYD: \V0 adhere to the slogan of 
v;ork as a right. That is sound in its aim 
and in its id0al, but I think that \YC would 
do bottnr if we stated the problem the other 
wav round and said that we stood for the 
ncCossitjes of life as a right-for work as a 
contingent obligation. A statement of that 
kind v·ould make a largel' mouthful, but 
\Yould be n1orc instructive regarding the 
nature of the problem which we have to 
so lYe. 

The State enterprises have been subjected 
t,J hosti].-, criticism. which has been very much 
of the same nature as the criticism of the 
Financial Statement generally. :Members 
who have indulged in it have given the 
impression that they are saying rather what 
is expected of them in the part they are 
playing in this political drama than voicing 
their own opinions. 
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Judged from the standpoint of the public, 
tbe S'tato enterprises-looking at them in the 
broadest possible light-have been an unquali­
fied suecess. The.v have given to the public 
necessary commodities at a roaso11able rate. 
Thev han' kept down profiteonng to an 
extent which has never been effected in any 
other country which was involved in the la~e 
war.. The hon. member for vVarwick Said 
that the State enterprises should be loft to 
the people. They arc going to be loft to the 
people. We as the people's repre·"entabve· 
are going to retain control of them, and we 
are going to c,_tend the operations of our 
State enterprises policy. 

Mr. KELSO: More losses. 

Mr. LLOYD: Certainly we have had, a" is 
the result in all experimenting, one or twe> 
temporary failures: but those failures have 
rrovod instructive lessons on the State enter­
prises policy, and tho present Government 
in their State enterprises have a great and 
highly successful career before them. 

I have road of the great British stateo­
man. Charles James Fox, that he could com8 
into tho British House of Commons after 
being elsewhere all night, just ·when da\vn wa~ 
breaking, and take part in a -debate and reply 
to speeches h<' had never heard. Before I 
came to this Chamb<'r I used to think that "as 
a wonderful thing, and I often wondered 
whether it was correct. I do not wonder now. 
Even after an absence of three years from thio 
Chamber, I could come here to-day, al1ll, if 
I 1.vcre given the nanH~s of son1c hon. mc111bcrs 
opposite who had spoken, I could reply eo 
their sp0cchcs without ever having heard 
them. The argun1cnts on repudiation \YCro 
the same arguments that wore heard in the 
second reading debde on the Land Act 
Amendment Act four years ago. 

I am in the happy position of being able to 
agree vvith hon. mcrnbcrs opposite on 0112 

point. Some of them sug·gcstcd that it woukl 
be a good thing if the departmental reports 
rrnd the Auditor-General's report wero ready 
before this discussion took plac<'. I entirely 
agree with that. Not that I attach such a 
great deal of importance to these depart­
mental reports, for, after all, they are the 
advertising literature of the permanent 
officials who run the departments. Thcv arc 
not of such a great value as w·e arc Some­
times inclirwd to think they arc; but, such 
as thf'v arc, it would be a good thing if we 
had them before us. At the same time, we 
are simply following on in the traditional 
lines of parliamentary methods. I hope thaL 
the Government, after thev deal ,., ith the 
n1ore pressing and 1noro urg.::mt matters, \ovill 
find. time to m",ke some reform in our parlia­
menlctry methods. For instance, at the close 
of this discussion, J\Tr. Chairman, you will be 
instructed by us to present a report to l\lr, 
Speaker, who will come back and tell us what 
we have done. I think that we should intro­
duce reform that will eliminate this practice 
of lJlaying a little ganw \Vith our,elvc~. and 
cut out all unnecessar.'· forrna.lit:," in proceclUl'C. 
vY c shoul·d fix a time when those reports 
should be sent in, and a time for the 
sessions of Parliament vVe should fix a 
certain time of the .vear for certain stages of 
parliamentary business to be reached. I [SO 
even further. I think it would be a very 
g'ood thing if \\'C could make such alteration 
in the Constitution that we could have fixed 
election dates. That has been tried in other 
countries in the world, and has apparently 

proved a success in the United States of 
America. The present Government seems to 
have something of the kind in the back of ita 
head, when it reverts to the old election date­
that is, in the second quarter of the year. I 
hope that that is a precursor of some fixed 
arrangement which will definitely fix the 
length of se9sions and the date of elections. 
We must realise that during the last right 
years-the life of this Government-what 
·almost amounts to a legislative revolution 
has taken place, and therefore there is no 
llCCe•sitv for US to carl'Y On With the OOSO]ete 
methods that might have suited very well 
in a House representing only a section of the 
community which had to haggle with the 
noblos an;! the mona·rch on what were said 
to be privileges, but which we have estab­
lished as rights. 

Some remarks h·:vc been made on the quos­
t,ion of education. I ,,-·as very rnuch in1prf'Eserl 
bv the remarks of the hon. member for 
Bo\\·en. llo show~d an unE'asiness as to 
whether during the eight years of the Labour 
Government in Queensland we had left any 
significant mt\rk on our educational policy. 
llo p;tne me the impre<.sion that he had boon 
uneasy as to whether we n ally as a political 
rartv bad fulfilled our obligations to the great 
movcrncnt which \Vn represent. I am not 
uncertain on that matter at all. I am quite 
sure that we have not. During the period 
of the \Var thoro was eyrry reason for our 
hoiug cautious. .t-\n.v stop that we rnig~t 
have taken would have been absolutolv certam 
to be misrepresented. Fi'. c years hav~ elapsed 
since the conclusion of the \'var, and I can see 
no evidence of progreJs in our general policy 
of education. I do not mean little administra­
tive details w·hich officials can manage in any 
case. I can sou no signs of bringing the 
educational policy of this countrv jnto touch 
with the preseut times. Mr. Hardacre, before 
his retirement, had the intention of revising 
the school reading books. 'rhat gentleman did 
me the honour of presenting rne \Yiih a sot 
cf book~ <JnU a~king n10 to rPad thon1 through 
rrnd giyo hin1 rny opinion on them. That \\as 
four yoar~ &go, but I do not think anything has 
}JI' (~n done so far. I am not herf to rnakc any 
indefinite stat0mont. I want to sa,y exactly 
what I consider should bo the aim of a 
political part:· such as this, and of a com­
muJJity which has adopte-d the policy of this 
political part:.·. It is recognised that the 
duties of the State in education arc twofold. 
First of all, to prepare tho children for the 
duties of citi7.cnship, and second!,. to pro­
vide equal opportunities. The Government 
during their eight years of office have s0cured 
for tho ma,•ses right,.; which have never been 
nxerci:3c.d in any community in the world 
bc•foro that \YC have certain knowledge of, 
I say no communitv in the world that 
vto have certain k~owledgo of, because 
an\ news that corr1c,~ from Russia I 
regard "'s unrc,liable because of the obscurity 
that still 0nvclops that country. Apart from 
that, thP Govc1·nmcnt of QLwcnsland at the 
present tirnc arc 1.he most democratic Goverr:­
rnent in the world. VVe have secured right• 
for the ma.scs. vV e have thrust upon them 
responsibilities such as have never boon thrust 
on the mas~Ds of any other country, and we 
ought to be considering how wo are going to 
prepare the future citizens to exercise those 
great ro<ponsil·ilities. 

It is not only that we ·do not appear to be 
doing anything in that direction, but a more 

"'tlr. Lloycl.] 
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serious h'aturo if\ that \Ve do not, except for 
occasional remarks like that which 1 have 
quoted as corning fro1n the hon. rnomber for 
Bowon, seem to bo sufficiont]v concerning 
our• C>h·es about this Yery great question. 
This is not a <Jucstion to bo loft to experts. 
r:tho 0ducational Pxport.s are the navig-ators. 
I had JlE'r.oonal knowledge of a numbE't' of 
officers of the Education Department < von 
when thc·y occupied hum bier positions than 
they do at the present time, and I know 
thtm to be capable men who 1n• ]H'C'­

parod io take tlH ship which the\· n"vigate 
on any COUl\SC ,vhich we n1af1 out. They \vill 
well ancl <eonscientiou.-lv do their dutv to the 
communit--. It is for tls to direct them, and 
it ie for tlwm to carry out the policy. I 
do not sugp-est that v~ o should inflict on the 
people of Queensland an:·thiug in the way of 
politi< l1 dogrna. So lc<JJg a.~ \vn get tlwrn 
to stud]· tho products of great thought, I 
am not concerned abcut the politinl ro"­
Yictions of the grr-at thinkt'r'. One 
of the great thing3 i:J h-~ laid do~1 :1 ·, l 

be taught is th'' dut:- of the individual 
tO\ncrds- the StatP. There arc certain text­
boob on the sHbject: lmt the trouble about 
thooc tuxt-bonks is that tht'v la' down 
generalisations, and do not ,:onno;;t these 
generalisations with tht> gt·cat facts of his­
tory which exist in the world outside our 
own communitir'. It is important that the 
eil in.'n shonld be taug-ht his o-.vn responsi­
bility to his own State. The hon. mc-:nber 
for hocl;:h tmpton \i ::ts ac.,~n~kd of dis1oya]t~y 
bN a me he laid tress on I ho fact that the 
Australi<tn boy should Lo taught loyalty to 
.'\ll'tralia. Loyalty is a matter of rather 
wicl(~ interpretation. I OXlHY'-ed son1ething 
in the \HtY of iircv;orks bv this hon. rncrnb0r 
on this pllrt.irular matter" from a rcn1ark I 
hoard made b.~: a m(jnber of the Opposition, 
but reading through the hon. membrr'e 
spPC'rh, I sa\v nothing tlE-rc 'vhich wotlld ~ug­
.<rc•st anything in the ay of dislo: all:> to anv 
institution or to any tradition. It \Y<l" simp1~" 
a statem0nt stressing i.hc need of lcachin~ 
tlw responsibility of the Australian citizen to 
the Australian communit.y. Then we should 
do what is still more important. The groat 
war shattered many an illusion. It shattered 
the illusion that man_v of us had right up to 
tho time that ho-•tilities started-that the 
people of tho world wore loo onlight0ncd to 
engage in war. \Ye sho dd do something to 
prc'p-trc 1-hc citizens of our own State, at any 
rate. so thqt tho._ can do something towards 
undPrstauding the outside world lwtter and 
directing onr O\VD policy, :~a that '' e can do 
our share toW<!rd., avoid1ng such a calamit~,· 
in the fntnre. It will be a very difficult 
thing to do. In "\ubtralia \VC are in a 
sing-nlnrly isolated po~ilion in relation 
to the out~ido \rorld. Th0 fir:.~ thing 1vo 
dwuld do is to enlig-hten our childrc:' >JS 

to what is really ha,ppening in the 
outside world. Our education in th"t 
regard i'3 of the nalTO\VOst po::.·lible nature. 
When wa get child t.o look at the 
outside world, we put him, as jt were, into 
" barrel with holes deillod in it orposit' 
those parts Df the map of the world Lclonging 
b· the Brit ish Empirc-. T.hen, when we t•tke 
h1m out of the barrel. all we do is to show 
l~irn the Briti<:-,h En1p1n~ under a n1agnifying 
gla~'. and the rnt of the world U'ldor the 
ro,·erso end of a telcsCO[J<'. One of Dur du(i(,; 
is to tr:, and doYelop a. broader outlook on 
<.he world generally. A goo-d deal of the 

[Mr. Lloyd. 

F.ngli~h history tlwt is taught is quite 
useless. At tho 'ame time wo unnot teach 
nwch hi:-3torv i£ '' e conf-ine ourselves to Auii 
tr,dia alone; because the histor0 of Australia 
has not sufficient range to iliustrato th.: grc-at 
cha11gos that ha vo taken place in the 
devGlopment of mankind. Australian history 
r0allv onlv dates from shortlv before 1900. 
It h'as h~rdly ~tny really di'stinctive Aus­
tralian features even at the presc-nt lime. It 
i~ llC'cessar:v for us to go out·::ido of Australia, 
and \I o shall ha vo to go Lack to British 
history in order to understanJ our own his­
tor~-; but wr ·,hould a] o go outside British 
hi,torv. It is impossible for a child to 
Pducate himself or herself in order to cxcrci.·e 
hi:; or her rig-hts of citizenship if we confine 
tlwir knowh,dgc of histor·, to British history. 
Thc'n tbrr0 is the question of gcmeral culture 
in 0ducation. Connected wit.h that question 
o£ general rultur0 we haYo the quc.:;;tion of 
the other aln1 \Ybich a den1ocratic Govern­
ment should ha\·c, and that is ihe matkr of 
equal opportunities. In that respect we ha vc 
a much better record. iVe have done a, 
g-reat d0al to prm'idc wider opportunities for 
the child of poo<' parents. The children of 
poor parent' at t ho present time. after eig-ht 
"''cars of administration bv a Labour Govern­
~J•ent, has four or fiYc tirrlcs as n1an~,~ chances 
of gdting into ono of the vontio:1s that 
\1 ere rn·f'viouE!]y shut to thern before the 
Government hold office. That is to our 
en .:it_ I have dealt with this subject in an 
Pntiroly critical spirit. I do not think I 
hove spared the party to '·hi eh I belong in 
any, but on the other hand. we can claim 
that wo have don0 a great deal in the \va_v 
of providing equal opportunities. "H the 
san1c tin1o \\ o are wa:;;ting a groat deal of 
monc-v. \Ye take children into the secondarv 
f'choois and teach them languages, not four 
the sake of acquiri11g a knowlPdgo of that 
particular language, but in o;·der that they 
rrw' oyercomo the arl1itrar--:~ barrier that has 
bce'n rni ,cd i.o keep them Dut of certain well­
paid profcssiolls. \Vc have mr.de a mistake 
ln alhnving those profos:,ions to .pnt up an 
arbitrar- b·nicr. It is a. splendid thing to 
rnco11ragt~ (·hlldren l,o learn Iangungf':'> and 
English litc•raturc, h11t --: t the san1e time 
iho~c lJranchC'3 of education aro of no use 
if a lad has no othur a1rn than th:1t of 
gOing in for r1 SfH'Ciali~rd 1rilining. 
rL1h0rc is no re 1 -on In such casr,-: to force him 
to h arn an. tlling but what i,, rcquin J for 
Jh',t vocation. \Vo have had rtrHicinl 
ll:'!JTior3 crc'<ltcd-one of our dPpartrncnh has 
od.ablishod tlw··o barriers--awl the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction is "pending a 
gr0nt denl of rr1oncy and thought in rc'mov­
ing tho·.e barriers for the lwnoGt of incli­
vi~lnnk It 11 ill bo 1ouch better if those 
barriers arc romm'ed altogothN. The public 
mu<t be protected, certainl.v, but wo should 
eo dine the pro I c- fion to what is abccolntoly 
JH•cossary for public safet}. IV" should not 
allo'' tho~n profC'<::,,ions to erect harriers in 
,-,·dcr tD create a monopoly for a privileged 
profoseion rath· r than for the public r,-ood. 
At 1Pn~t four \ rars ago a political convention 
which I attended passed a resolution that 
the 0elucat ion se ,tern of Queensland should be 
overhauled. I do not know what has become 
oi that resolution. 

I was the mover of tho rc,olution for 
pas'-ing it vn clsowhcro, but I have heard 
nothing of it. If any overhaul has been 
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:made, it bcts been made -in secret. It would 
bo a very good thing- if we had 

[5.30 p.m.] c,ome kind of a public overhaul. 
I stress the f:wt ihat I am not 

spPaking of iho 11rofef·donal administration. 
I believe that to be good and that the men 
in charg-e know their '' ork, but our oduc, 1 ion 
policy is a, thing that we should di-cnc,, in 
pnblic. \Vo should do something to {octm in 
Queensland a rnoven1cnL airning at erlur.1tio~1 
frJl' education's ~~,du~. 

GovER::-r~rEXT JdE:IJBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J\IORGXN (.1Inril/a): I wish to con­
gratulate the hon. member for Dremer on 
f1is outspoken remarks in connection \Vith 
what ha, happened at the Ip-,wich Railway 
\rorkshops. For ~on'lc years I have known 
of such mattt?I'S in connection >,vith that insti­
iution. a11d I think that tho 1imo is now ripe 
for the plac•e to be overhauled from top 'to 
bottom. The taxpayers arc not getting full 
value for the mon0y that is being expended. 
It "ould be better £or the men in the work­
shops and for ull ronc"''rncd if a c01nmission 
of inf]uir,-, were app0intod for the purpose 
of finding hm' matters ma;~' b0 improved in 
·connection with the institution; and not only 
in connection with the wood-work branch. 
but in conw•ction wirh the engineering and 
other works carried on by the State. ~1anY 
cases ha ye occurred 'vhcre v. o1·k, after con­
struction. has been found to be uselc,s. and 
I feel sure that between Drislnnc and Roma 
vou will find thousands and thousands of 
pounds worth of work which has been con­
structed and has been found uscle,,; from a 
raih:ay vie"·point. There seems to be nobody 
hauled oYer the coals; nobod" sPcms to cMe 
whether the mone5 is cxpen.dcd judiciously 
or not. \Vhcn we havP members of the 
Govcrnmt·nt. opening th0ir minds and giving 
cxproi'sion to their opinions. as the hen. 
member for Bremer has clone to-day, I think 
that ihe Government must take notice of 
ihosc remarks. Sirnilnr rc1narks earning fron1 
the Opposition would simply be termed 
-critiri.srn by mf'n in opposition ,vho lDok upon 
it as their duty to criticise the Goycrnmcnt. 
It is a pit;~, that more nwmben sitting behind 
the Governn1cnt., knowing as tbc:v do that 
momy is being wasted and that the country 
is not gciting full vaiuB, do not get up and 
express their opinions openly and fearlessly, 
irrespective of whether Ministers like it or 
not. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLIC L\NDS: 
1\iinistors do not object to criticism. 

l'IIr. ::\IORG.\N: Then why do not sup­
]JGrtcrs of th0 CovornrnPnt criticise n1ore? 
Is it bccouse thev are afraid it will be used 
against them du;·ing an Blection campaign, 
or that thcv arc afraid to show that the 
Government arc not carrying out their dut-, 
properly in connection with the department 
"Concerned? }j:verv momb0r is sent here bv 
the electmo to do" his duty and see that tho 
mone;~' obtained from the people b;r way of 
taxation is spent in a manner beneficial to 
the community. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA::-rDS: There 
is nothing to prevent any hon. member from 
going to a :~finist<'r when circumstances 
warrant 'lnch a prccodure. 

1'11r. MORGA:'-J: I think the proper place 
to ventilate these grievances is on the floor 
of the Honsc. These matters affect not only 
individuals. but the whole of Queensland; 
they arc of State importance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAxDs: You 
C'Dnfusn cntJciSln with aLu·~c-. Oppo.3ition 
mernb,'rs do not criticise; tlwy abuse. 

Mr. MORGA:'\: I think the Minister \vill 
rccognisP the fact thnt, if '"llansard" were 
rdcrrccl to, it would be Lund that the stvle 
of crit.icjsm ll'Yt>ll('d nt tho pn sPut Gove~'n­
n1-::nt by the Opposition i.;; 1nild compared 
"'ith that levelled at tiw late Liberal 
1\dministration by the party at prc',ent In 

lJO\VCr. 

The SECReT ,RY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: It 1s 
not criticisrn at all; it is all abu:~o. 

Mr. MORGAX: \Ye do not make. a prac­
tire of gctt.ing up aLd aLnvlng hon. mc1nbers 
on tho opposito side of the House. \Vc try 
to b0 ·''" .L'ffcl'tivl~ n::;; possibl(~ in Dur criticistn, 
and I .think the~ till'/ for Public Lands 
r~~cogrn~·.f's that our .as the Opposition 
i-; to critici:::P. I havo ahvil-,::J eude:l\'oured 
to do so in a m"nncr which "'r thought both 

tfnl to the prrson criticised and 
to myself. 

0l'FOS!TIOC! nJE;,IBERS: IIcar, hear! 

The s~cUET.IRY FOH PrBLTC L.\XDS: No one 
objects to constrncLivo crit:cisrn. 

:\lr. :\lORGAN: \Ye cnclcwour to criticise 
the Gov('··nrnLnt in J. fitting rnanncr. to 
i uduco the GovernmC'nt to pcrfonn f'(~rtain 
actio11s in a wav brneLrial to the comtnunitv. 
I criticis" as (think fit ,,_hen in the llouso, 
but outcide I am as friendly as pn'"ible with 
JTieJnhc•rs on thP other side, nobvithstanJing 
lH'atod word, that may have l•ecn hurled 
acro.:"i the Charnber. 

The Trcamrcr has made a spc cial plea to 
hon. nwmbers on this side of the House to 
,ay nothing during this s_s~ion that is likely 
1 o be u~cd against hjm in his position as 
Treasurer of the StatB. and which might 
jeopardise the mission he has to make to 
E"glancl for the purpo~,~ of securing a 
rcncV\al of tho lo~ms rnaturing during the 
next few years. I feel confident that I speak 
f0r rcvorv hon. member on this eide of the 
House when I s:ry that I hope the Treasurer 
"ill be succe•sfnl in hiJ mission. and that he 
will obtain the rcnFwals at the lowest po"ible 
rnto of intere<t. Of COUl'S,'. a groat deal 
d 'pOnds upon the hrm. gentleman himself. 
A great deal depends on what he does in 
respect t,o legislation as io whether hB 
obtains the cDnfidcncc of those in Great 
Britain who arc responsible for the lending 
oi tnDnPy. Ono nn1st reco5nise that. until tho 
Govurmurnt bring about a better condition 
nf affairs with respect to what is known as 
the "Repudiation Act." the:, are not likely 
to fmd favour with the money-lenders in 
Great Britain. The Treasurer has stated 
that the removal of the limitation with 
regard to an increase of rent was not repudia­
tiou, because that limitation was not in the 
lease when the land was originally selected. 
I would point out. however, that subse­
quently an Act of Parlianwnt was passed 
which specifically provided that in the case 
o£ certain lca,cs the rent could not be 
1nrreascd in an:v one period to a greater 
extent than 50 pBr cent. 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC LA::-rns: Every 
Act of Parliament repudiates something. 

Mr. MORGA::"-1: That Act of Parliament 
provided definitely that the rents could not 
be increased by more than 50 per cent. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR Pc:nLIO LANDS : It was 
not interfered with until it was made lawful 
to alter it. 

Mr. 1/lORGAK: That is the position taken 
up by the Treasurer and by the Secretary 
for Public Lands. ~When I came to Queens­
land there wa> a section in the Land Act 
which provided that prickly-pear selections 
could be taken up under what was known 
as the fifteen years' period ; that is five years 
in which to clear the pear, and a further 
ten years <luring -vvhich the purchas{~ pr1co 
could be paid for the land to become free­
hold. Later on a deputQtion on behalf of 
the prickly-pear selectors, who found they 
could not meet the conditions, which were 
too stringent, met the Secretary for Public 
Lands, and he increas<:>d the period to twenty 
years. Subsequently the Labour Govern­
ment increased the period for the same class 
of settlers to fortv years. But our original 
le.tses have neve.r 'been altered. The original 
lease sa}" that the land was selected under 
a fifte0n ~·ears' period. and, if the Govern­
rncnt so dc:;.ire, according to the Secretary 
fDr Public Lands, they can now make us 
forfeit our selections because '"e have not 
cleared the pear 1vithin five years or paid 
the purchase price within fifteen years, m 
accordance with the original conditions in 
the lease. I£ the Government did that, will 
the' ::YI:inistcr sav that it would not be repu­
diation? H would be just as much repu­
diation as ii is repudiation to remove the 
limitation of 50 per cent. in connection with 
pastoral rents. 

I listened 'ery attentively to the hon. 
member for Brisbane laot night whnn he read 
extracts from the daily papers oi Brisbane 
shov;ing dw progress made in this city in 
n'gard to thr: increase of capital Df _the 
v.&tions companicj. Generally S]1C:lking, 
v;hcn a company desires to increase its cap!­
taj, it does not i~~uc pessimistic .reports;. 1t 
does not state that the company 1s langmsh­
ino· for the 1vant of moncv. It rather points 
on~ that ('YL'rything in th'C garden is beauti­
ful. It gives a most glowing account of the 
possibilitic" of the company, because 1t wants 
to get more money; yet the hon. member 
for Brisbane stated that, becau·e those 
reports appeared in the Press, these corn­
panics wern flourishing. Ono has only to 
walk through the city of 'Brisbane and 
suburbs to see that numerous buildings are 
being erected at the pre-,ent time, but unfor­
tnnatel~v that. prog-ress iM not con1mon" 
throughout the "·hole of Queensland. The 
hrn. m em lwr did not qtwtc one inst<tnce 
showing that progr0ss ·was being made in 
other parts of the State. \Vhile I do not 
"\vish in anv 'vav to preyont progress, I wish 
to point mit that while financial institutions 
to-Elav haYc an\' an1ount of moncv to lend 
on b1:i·cks and niortar in the city or'Brisbane, 
thev have no money to lPnd for the develop­
me;t of the countr-y portions of Queensland. 
The financial institutions that wDuld lPnd 
monev year.:; a o·o to \vi re-not your selection 
or to" r;ngbark ~or put down bores will not 
do so to-day. That mane~' is not going into 
the country for the dcvelcpment of our 
rc;;:onrces, but is being invested in buildings 
in the large c•mtres of population. That is 
one reason whv money is plentiful in the 
city to-d<t~'· If you want to build a large 
•,lace in the city of Brisbane Dr in one of 
~ur large to~;·ns, plenty of money is avail­
able; but the momeni you wish to get mDney 
~o develop the country districts, you are 

[Mr. JJiorgan. 

tDld by the financi·al institutions that they 
arc not doing business in that direction. 
Hon. members must admit that this is not 
beneficial to the State of Queensland tts a 
whole. We are not making the progress 
in the country portions of Queensland that 
we should make, and, instead of spending 
these hundreds Df thousands of pounds in 
ercctino- huge buildings in Queen street and 
in othe~· parts of Brisbane, it would be much 
better if members repre,;enting the country 
portions of Queensland were able to come 
to this House and sav that that money was 
being used for the pui·posc of developing the 
countrv as it V>ould then nrocluce wealth. 
The ~~~t that you may sp.encl £50,000 or 
£100,000 on a large building at the t'orner 
of Queen street is not going to add to the 
wealth Df thP. country, because wealth is not 
got out of buildings such as that. Wf?alth 
is obtained from the ·so1l or fron1 our m1nes, 
nml it is that wealth that is eventually used 
to build up the large centres of populatiDn. 
The Government are spenchng a quarter of 
a million pounds to-day on the erectwn of 
a hugo structure at the corner Df Queen and 
GcorgP streets. For many .\-cars the Trca~ury 
block has remained uncompleted, and nght 
at the time when there is a boom in Bris­
bane, ');hen labour is scarce and 1natenal IS 

dear, the Gm-ernnwnt arc spendinf>: over a 
quarter of a million in complctm<; that 
block. \Vhcn the present boom bur,ts or 
when the building boom is over the Gm-ern­
men! will have no \'York for the workers, and 
there will be hundreds of men unemplo::ed. 
Is tbat not the time when the Government 
should sav. "This is the time we ought to 
do this \\:ork "? They should do thi-; work 
when private enterprise is. not prPpared to 
go on with large undcrtalnng::J. Ins~ead of 
doing that, the Govcrnn1cnt are .going on 
with that work at the presr'nt im10, and, 
owing to the shortage cf labom·. that bmld­
ing will prubably cost £100.000 more tc;> 
complete than it .wouJ.d co~t 1f 1t wero built 
a(~ some other tune. It !.S the dnt_1 of a 
Government to find 1vork for the worker 
"hen he wants work and is lookmg for. It, 
e.nd not to enter into these huge bmldmg 
campaigns when there already IS plenty of 
work for that particular class of worker. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: But this is .a Queen 
street Government. 

Mr. MORGAN: Then we fi)l(} that ,£25.090 
is going to bn spent on a l:ugh sc~1ool ~n 
South Brisbane. I do not obJect t<_J £25.0~,0 
bccing spPnt in that direction. prD.vidl•d th,at 
the children in the country are gtven belli­
ties to g0t primary education. b!-'t unfor­
tunately thev are not. The l\1In1~ter told 
1 he people i"n several districts in my elec­
torate that h0 conld not go on w1th the 
building of sc.hoois because ho had no funds. 
nt we find that £30.000 of the amount placed 
on last vear's Estimates ha· not been sncnt; 
and we· arc now proposing to spend £2,5.000 
to give secondary pduca!ton Ln the chLdren 
in Sonth Brisbane. while there a·re mcny chil­
dren in countrv districts in Queensland who 
are not getting any education at all_. The 
clutv of the Government Is first to gl'.'e the· 
chiidren primarv education, and. when all 
our children are obtaining a prirnnry educa­
tion, we can go further and give them a 
sccondarv education. Then we should go 
etill further, and plac~ the cleverest and 
brainiest of those children in the Univrreity 
to fit them for high poeitions in lif~·· . 'That 
is the duty of the Governmem, but 1t 1s not 
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their duty to give some a University educa­
tion a.nd ot hen none at all. 

Mr. FARRELL: The Government are spend­
ing Dn c-dncation £500.000 more than the 
Liberal Government spent in 1914. 

~fr. MORGAN: The hon. member for 
Hockhampton has been a seboolmast<er. I 
li~tencd att-entively to his remarks. and I 
was pleased to hear him advocating that the 
childr0n in the country should h.t vo better 
educa.tional facilities than they have at tho 
present time. I am with him in that~. hec~nso 
this is one of the matters I have fought for 
continuall.v. as I believe that monc·· spent 
on education is money >Yell spent. D11t the 
fact that the G-oYcl'ninent arc spent"li·:g 
£500.000 more than the JWCYious GovernrnePt 
spent in 1914 is nDt altogether evicler;co that 
d1ey arc doing so very much n1orc. First of 
all, our population ha.s increasrd :~nonnously. 
Then 'vc have 011cncd up nPw distri\ ts. \" hi-r.h 
necc--:;itn.to DF\V schools. If ~~ou look up the 
figures for Victoria. vou will find that the 
amount spPnt on cdlwrrtion i, ,-er/ much 
g-reater to-clav than it was in 1914. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It has increased bv double 
the amount with us. ~ 

:Mr. MORGAN: Just as the pay of school 
tf'achcrs, po1lc(•rnen. and rrtilwu \" cm1Jlo\'CC'·1 

h-Is incrcasnd in Qnceusland. S~o h~L~-c ·the 
V. ugc:-; of the diffl'l'Cllt cl1:1 ---;es Df 0!".lp10_\'C'-''3 

]ncrt~a::;ed in everv Stat:;. in Au.;;traJia. 
\vhcthcr'' th0ro has bCon .~ Labour Gon~rnnl(~Ilt 
in \10\VCT OY eot. Had thr•rp not l"~2f'~l ,1 

Labour Go,·ernrncnt in pcnYCl' in Quof·nslllnd, 
the sa.rne incrf'nsc 1vou!d have takPn pl-~cc, 
Lecan~c of the incrca::o:e in the cost of living-. 
The Arbitration Conrt ha;;; iuercas:Pc~ 1,\ age::; 
iu proportion to the increa·~,(·cl cost of livin.g-, 
<--nd jui't as t.hc \Hig-c-. are ftxcd hi~hcr b 
iho ArbitrJtion Court for ovt:.ido 1>\'0l:~.;:p;· , 

tl1e Govprnn1cnt ha cl to do tho sarnE: for 
tlwir cnlplo,~~o('S, as no Goven1n1Pnt could 
rr-main in of-llc-~ if the, refused to irK'L~_tSG 
the -..vt~gc" of GovernrnC'nt employees. 

1\Ir. LLOYD: If .. ou haso (JYJ incrt1 '1SC in tho 
numb0r of pn[Jil~: ~-on 9;-('t higher education 
relatin•l_v and absolutely. 

:\Tr. :\IOR<i~\:-;-: :\lost of the other 8tatc3 
lutvo had LalJOlll' Go-n~rnrncnts · ju oRlcf'. 
during -..vhich lime o·qwnditnrc incre::tscd 
extrava~antly, iu::--t the sarno as il. ha~ done 
under LalJOur nde in thi·. State. ln Vic-l,wia 
the asornge rutP of -..vag, is £4 lls. per wcck, 
and in QuN•nsland it is £4 13. lOd.-·a 
dif!"erencc of 2s. lOd. 

:Mr. HY;;:Es: You must take the purchasing 
p::.;-..vor Into account. 

Mr. l\IORG~\N: The perc-entage of UHPm­
ployed in Victoria is 5.2 pet· ceut .. wi1ilc 
iu Queensland it is 12.4 per f'ent. The ftYerago 
r"te of wave ar··nall.v paid per workc·· i'1 
Victoria is £4 6s. 3d., and in Qtlc<•nsia.nd 
£4 2s. 3d .• shm,-ing a difl"erenco of 4s. in 
favour Df -Victoria. 

Mr. HARTLEY: "\Yhere did you get those 
figures? 

Mr. MORGAN: From the Govornnwr.t 
Statisl ician. and thov he.ve not br-c·n rielli()tl. 
The "Dail:- Standa1:d," in a ~eadiug articl~ 
DD 14th March, 1922, made the following 
statement:-

" The actual money value of the present 
high wages is 11 per cent. less than 
during iho pr8-war period. . . . As a 
matter Df cold fact, the Australian 
workPrs were receiving higher wages ten 
years ago than at any period since." 

The "Daily St-anclarcl" states' that the 
dfcctin? wage ten years ago was better than 
it is to-day, and wo Dn this siclo "'Y that 
nc•w, because the effective wages an' the 
purchasing value. ..:-\. n1an may onlv be 
receiving £2 10s. per -..veck, and yet be~ n1ay 
be able to keep a wife ancl family in more 
<'\Jlnfort and live in a better mauner tha:a 
he conlcl on £-+ 5s. per week. 

Mr. Hnms: You claim that the efl"ectiv,; 
wage jg higher in the Tory-goverrtt~d StatL·:; 
than in the Labour-governed Sta.tcs? 

Mr. ~,IORGAN: Let me show ,,-hat the 
"H.ailv, a.' Advocate," whic.h cannot be s::tid 
t11 be a To::y 1_1aper, said on lOth Fe:Jruary, 
1822-

" The ba,ic w.tgc in 1911 "as £3 ls. 3c1., 
equal to £4 17s. 4d. in .r anuarv, 1922. 
Thcrcfor~~, thu 1n·cc,eJn ba-sic -..~·a~:e is 
17s. 4d. per week lecd than in 1811.'" 

·what do hon. members opposite s~y about 
t!tat? 

:V1r. IIYXE"' : Ar0 v-ou in favour of a hi~.{llcr 
rate of wage being paid to the Quccn,"onc: 
\Yorkcr? 

Mr. MORGAN: I am in favour of an 
effective wage that will give the worker the 
<'(!rnfo1·ts anti ncces~arifs of life, and I s<tY 
l11g·h wages do not do that now, berau"e the 
cost of CYcrything- bas gone up. \Vhcn :vou 
increase tlH~ -..-..-ag-es of the worlH~rs by 10 'per 
rent., commodities go up 20 per cent. or 
25 per cent .. and the high wages are usecl 
tn _buying the nec03saric:, of life at a greater 
pnco than -,,·ot!ld haYe had to be paid had the 
wage·' not been increased. A. lot has been 

said b:v hon. rnernbers oppo~ito 
[7 pm.] during the election campaign and 

at other periods to the effect that 
the cost of !i.-ing in Queensland is lower than 
m any other State. That cannot be denied, 
but ·we must remember that in 1914, before the 
Labour Gon'rnmcnt ever had control of this 
State. the cost of living· was lower in Queens­
land tlwn in anv otlwr State. I have figures 
here to show that from 1914 to 1922 the increase 
in the cost of liYing has ne-verthelc:"s been 
greater in Queensland tha.n in anv other State 
in. Australia. and that is the most important 
pomt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Fedora] 
Gorf't'nmcnt took the contl'ol of necz.--,-:-..ary 
comintHlitiPs oul of onr hands. 

:\lr. CoR~ER: The increase would be all the 
RTeater but for that. 

2\lr. MORGA::\': The Government cannot 
deny the accuracy_ of the figures I am about to 
gn·e. I tfl.k<' tho mdex numbers for food and 
groceries in the different States in J ulv 1914 
and in December. 1922. the latest d;tte fo{: 
which I have been able to g-et them ancl show 
a I so the percentage increases- ' 

State. 

Queenshml .. 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Tasmania .. 
South Australia 
Western Australia 

I~DEx NmmEH. I 

1------11 
Jul:v, , December,· 
191J. I 1922. 

1.082 
1_165 
1,105 
1,201 
1,247 
1,412 

1,543 
1,737 
1,647 
1,771 
1,603 
1,753 

51"8 
49"1 
40"0 
47"5 
35'8 
44"2 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Give us the 
figures for 1916. 

Jl1r. 1~J01".(GJ1.] 
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Mr. MORGAK: I am giving the figures for 
the la't year of the Liberal Government and 
for· the ]~test year for which I have boon able 
to got them. 

The SECilETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Federal 
Govcrnrncnt took the control out of our 
hands. 

Mr. CORRER: The:v had tho same control in 
the other States, so that the comparison rs 
all right. 

:\Ir. 1\lURUA".\i: :\'otwithstanding the fact 
that the cost of Jiying is cheaper in this State 
than in am· other Shte, wo lmoy that the 
inLTPa~c in the• cost of living ha-; been greater 
; ,,, this State since 1914 than in any other 
State. 

The Goycrnrnont haYe bo·•n for .• ome time 
eub jdising the Mount :\Iorgan Gold Mining 
Company. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAIL\''.\YS: And the 
fanners and the grazier~. 

:.'r. 1\IORGA:\': The·- haYo subsidised that 
cornp ill: to th•· c•xtcnt of £1,100 per week, 
\Yhi .. h ie pqual to about £62.000 per a.nnum. 
The lMYe done that because copper has not 
Leer~ rea1i::Jiug tht• cxorbita.11t price since. the 
bTIHination of the \Vrtr that \'vas obhnned 
duriwr the \Yar. Durjng· ti:Je war exorbitant 
pri< .'..o,

0 

\Y''l'C' obta-ir;ed for 1netals, especially 
c{•pp~,·r. The r1rices ro--e to an extent perhap;3 
uuknc " ir> the histo1 ... of this State. Tlv' 
ovPrhPatl e:~.:pcu'<':l and other co._,ts of the 
('OL1pa n \Yf'l'C nffccted by the a\\ anls. of !he 
.Al'Lltl'ntion Court, based on the fluctuating 
price oF cnp]WL Owing to a fall in the 
prj<'P of CPJlJF_'l' thc rnluc could not carry 
on and nH'ct its ]]abilities. and the GoYern­
llll'P1 canw in its aid by granting this sub3idy 
of £62.00D. That might be quite justifi~ble 
if jt is though"- that an indtJstry could nght 
it--i.'lt i11 conr:-'C' of a fn\Y n1onths, but \V8 

iiud 1 hat · ul>~idy ha~ bcc~n paid for sorno 
C'('l:··i<kril ti111e, anJ still we IinJ th0re has 
h'{'ll little or n~ incn'aso in tho price of 
ct,]Jj~('l'. 'ThPt'L' arc troublcus tiwcs in 
E.n·up(, and Cerman~ and Franco ma.v be at 
\Ynr at an,v morrwnt. That might have the 
cfl'ecl of hudcning the J•ric'' of copper. 
How Ion.; i thio mbsidy going to last? 
_r-\..., the :3on~c "I(athlcen ~lavonrnccn" ~a vs, 
··It rnay 'b<~ for no'iv, and it n1ay be for 
0YPr." \Yhat is going to happPn. _,-\re wo 
g:olTJg to colltinuc to sub idiso this indu~try? 
\\'hat sort of treatment is mctPd out to the 
f>:rme1· who is wJfcring from the dl'ecis of 
the drought 'I \V hat is their fate when they 
vpproac h the (Jo;-ermnoni in order to obtain 
:·did' 

The f\ECRETARY FOil R.\ILWAYS: \Ye did the 
same thing for the fanner. 

:\Ir. J\IORGA 'J: There is a 'um of £30.000 
plnccd on the J<:,timatcs for the relief of the 
[:trmcr during periods oE distrcs•. The 
(;G\·crnment are leHding the farrne;:_' a cor~ 
taln arnount of n1oneT.T \Yhich n1ust be rcpajd. 
Tht'T are le-nding just suf-flciL•nt IilOncy to 
keep the \Volf from tlw door, in just the 
snrrw "av as llw lVlonnt J\Iorgan Gold 
J\lining Con1pany got sufficient n1one,<: to 
k<·ep the •volf from the door. But we find 
that the farmer has to repa:, his money, 
while iu the case c•f tho Monnt Morg-an Gold 
1-Iining Company the money is a gift. 

The SECRETARY FOR R'ILWAI'S: """· Vi"e 
g-ranted thP graziers and 'ccrmers last year 
a <'oncc~sion in freights to the extent of 
£200,000. 

[ III r. M organ. 

Mr. 1\IOHCA":\': Assisbtnce is given to the 
Lnn1cr in the- wav of a loan) and tho farnH~r 
has lo sign au ;mdcrtaking to repay that 
ILOW-y n:ithin h' p]yp ruouths after the f"'\:pira­
tion of the ]Wriod during 'vhich the money 
is lent. In tho caso of the l\lount 1\lm·gan 
Gold Mining Company the money is a gift 
to which all the people of Queensland arc 
contributing. 

Let mo now take the case of tho grazier. 
The ea ttlo inclustrv has been down and out 
for ",ome consiJemblo time. \Yhen the indus­
tl7 \vas fJouri~hlng tbe G-ov~onnne11t stepped 
in and said, "\Ye arc going to cotnrnandoer 
a certain nmount of rrwat." They rl.id so. 
Thcv took nh .tt from the cattle-growers of 
Quo~nsland at 3~d. per lb.. and eold it 
through the Stain butcher shops to supply 
cheap meat to the pcuple of l3risbam• in 
particular; but the Ycry moment the indus· 
try ceased 1o floL1rish and the bottom fell 
out of the industrv, the Government did not 
conw to the as~i.:~tanee of the gn.u;iorti to 
any great extr"lt. After a while the 
(ioYornnwnt reduced the frei;rht on cattle by 
20 per cent. aud stiil later they reduced it 
b,y 30 per cent \Yhat did they do during 
the pNiod \Yhen the industry was flourish­
il1g? In 1914 the freight on cattle was at a 
certain rate, but afler tho indu.str.l became 
flourishing the GovernrnL'nt increased that 
rate be· 63 per cent. The Secretary for Rail­
wa0, tPlls us that he has given the industr;; 
a subsidv bc~am;e ho reduced the rate bv 30 
per· cen(, but I would impress on him' the 
fact that '"'' arc stiJI paying a great deal 
in PxcesJ of the freight ruling in 1914. 

The S;:cRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: The rates 
aro easily the lowest ju Australia. 

J\Ir. :\IORGA":\': The Government increased 
our rate3 by 6.7; per ('ent., nnd then gave u~ 
a n,Juctinn of 30 p('r cPnt., and no\Y t'ue 
Mini,tPr interjects. "Look at ""hat I hayc 
done for tho industry." 

J\-Jr. liY:\ES: \Vhat has been the increase 
in 'Victoria during the surnc pPriod '! 

J\fr. :\IORGAC\J: We appreciate the rcduc­
tiull, but, notwithstanding that fact it is 
n·c1css for the 1\Iinistcr to sav that we arc 
on the ,.;uno footing· as the J\lount J\Jorgan 
Gold J\Iinint, Company, because the Govern­
ment did not inrl'ca~c the rnining rates tO' 
1 he ex~;·nt of £62,000, nor did tlwv then 
"''d"' a redLJction in the freights. ThP fact 
rcrnains that the cattlP industry is paying a. 
~'!'Pater frPi7ht on cattle now than in 1914. 
and vet the Gov0rnmont sav that tlwv are 
assi~t'ing an indu~trv thQt is .: down and vout.n 
It i the second 'greatest industry in the· 
State. and it ~houtd have ref'ciycd more 
attention than it has done. 

The SErRETAilY FOR HAlLWAYS: The grazier~ 
pf Queensland appr&ciute our action in as"ist­
ing the industr;: if you don't. \Ye haYe a. 
nutnbcr of lctret~ of appreciation. 

J\11'. :\TORGAX: I organised a -dPpntation 
to thr Pn•n1jpr w11h a Yicw to ge1ting a 
reduction, and I 1 hnnk the PrPn1iPr fu!' the 
reduction in fr<'irrht that he conecr],,-cl_ but it 
is of loO u'e the SccrP!ary for RaihYays plac­
ing us on th(' ~amP footing w;; the l\fount 
l\Jorgan Gold l\Iinin~ Companv_ who did not 
haYe their fn,ights increased by 63 per cent. 
and tlwn reduced 30 per ccnL but recci\·ed 
a straight-out subsidy. 

:Mr. ·HYKES: You got a better deal from 
the Labour Gm·crr,mcnt of Queensland than 
from the Government of any other State. 
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:'vir. l\10RGA1'\: I now wish to drav. atten­
tion to th0 Chillagoc State Smrlters Fund. 
It is in debt to tho extent of £471,645. That 
is an enorn1ou.-; <.uncunt of nronc·~·. This is 
a eompany that wa taken o1··or by the 
Goverun1cnt. I 1.vas one of tho:-c rncmbers 
who opposed the Gon~rnn1cnt takin~ over 
this enterprise. I did not think at the time 
it would be a profitable invPstment, bocaus2 
I recognised that the prh·ate company which 
workf'd the Chilla!!OO mines had ongag·cd the 
Yery best export< for the '"ork and had spent 
millions of pounds u 11 to the time 1lw Go.-ern­
rnent took over the mi11c for the purpose of 
crnploying a fev,r hlt:ldrcd nwn. The under~ 
taking has never bcpn a sucrc:s, and the 
Gov£'rrnncnt are storing up the copper \Vith 
a view to dispo,,ing of it "·hen the price of 
that metal improves. It 'vill be ben0fi.cial 
to the whole of Australia am! the wor!d if 
copprr did not increase in price, because we 
u:")' it for telephone \Yirts aud in rnany other 
direction·. I£ the price of copper goes up, 
wo shall be debarred fron1 purchasing many 
articles \Yhieh \VC u~~ to-,dav. Australia onlv 
prcduc<"i 10. per rent. o( the quantity oi 
copper that IS used in the '"odd, and it will 
be detrilllcntal. not only to Au3tralia, but to 
the rc•t of the world, if the price goes up 
to ,J~95 and £100, as it did during tile ~yar. 
~he G o_vernn~ent also engaged in the pur­
cnasc of prccLOus stones, and tbis brings mo 
now to t lH, S~:q111hire Trading Acrouut. \Ye 
fwd that that account is £21.962 to the bad. 
I snpposo the Goven11nent haYe accumulated 
somc\'vhere in their strong- rooms a YOr\ nico 
CP!loction of prc•ciou·' ston.cs. The,· mav have 
a monopoly of sapphire•, but th;t it· is not 
any ,;oocl to feed the people of Queensland 
who ar. in a bad position to-dav. I ·do not 
kno1v the .-alne of tho jewel< that' tho Govern­
Inent ha vo to set off again.~t this lo:;:.s. There 
is a debit b ,lance of £964,091 in tho State 
Entcrpri.ws Fund. ;\;earlv £1.000.000 to the 
bad, on n hi rh c "arc paYing interest'· Tho 
'' Ilouglcl' Mcnnou" Fund shmvs a debit 
balan<·c of £14.140. and I would like to know 
~f tlw •· J)ougla, l\la\\~On '' \Ya~ insured, or 
1f thoro has bePn a total loss oi that amount. 

Thc~e exan1 1los indirat0 that ahuo::;;t PVCrv 
Statn Pllt:'l'}H'I~c that the Governrncnt hayC 
untkrtnken .-.o far lw:-; been a failure. 

1Ir. llrOHl>k:-.;-: The "Dongla.3 l\lla\vson" 
wa-s. net takpn ll]J as a Siatn enterprise, but 
to feed the people in the Gulf. 

Mr. l\JORCA:\': The Gonrnmrm paid 
severe-d thousands 1110l'C fnr the " Dourrlas 
;}Iawson" than a pri\ -to ncrs011 ·would l{;ve 
paid. That has brcn prov~'d. 

l\Ir. RtOR!l.\X: The statement was not 
right, a'ncl ir- ·was never proved. 

:\Ir. MORGAX: The statement was made 
iu thi.s f'lJambcr, and the Govornn1ent \Yere 
not game to appoint a Roval {~o:nrni;:.sion 
when '"e aekcd them to do s:O. vVc had the 
bon. mcinhor for Bo\vf'n larncntinO' as a 
c~lantit:v that the State imn and steel 
works had not been gone on with. If tho 
d(']cgation v: a~ rp::pm1silllP for those ·works 
not being ('OJ"tructed, T think w0 arc fortu­
nate and \VC ha ,~e somC'thing to thank them 
for. 

Mr. COLLIXS: ~'1. fine specimen of Aus(ra­
lian •entimcnt. 

Mr. MOHGA~: In In\- opinion \YO can 
pay too ·dcarl:v for our '"'enterprises. The 
time may be ripe later to establieh iron and 
steel works in Bor:cn Dr in son1e other part 
of Queensland. I fLm not against. their 

c~tablis}unPnt, but I think the tin1C was inop­
IJOl'tnnc. Their c_ t1bhshnwnt two or three 
J ~- nrs t::ro \Yotdd hasP co.ct us c.£3.000,000, a1H1 
w};n f \YOuld have lwPn the reflnit? 

:VIr'. CoLLIXS: There \"CUI cl ha Y·c been an 
i1on and ;;;tcel 'York~, D1 cour·e. 

:vir. ::\IORGAN: Had tho Gm·ermncnt 
c:-;t ablished 1 he \vorks at t hP time :-nggP~ted, 
il•<re v,ould han' hr<'n a loss of £1.000,000 
on the cost of rorFtruction alone. There is 
a tilllC' Ior all thing,:. If the time i:s ripe 
for the co11struci ion of an iron and steel 
\\ol'ks, let us con~truct then1; but ,,-c do 
net want to corFtruc·t ~-'\hen everything is 
u11 to the c:loud'. \Ye want to ".1it till the 
lHiC<"S Ul'O at bedrock. rrho SDlJH~ l'Pinarks 
"[·ply to the cattle industry. The Govern­
ment put tl•cir millions into that industry 
r\·hpu it \Vas bDollling, \'\ith the result that 

the~· arc suffl'ring huge losses. They 
at t1w \\TOng tirnc. lf the_ iron and 

worluj tan be proyccJ to he a succo~s, 
y ill Hl"])Ol't their c-tabli,hm0nt. If the 

GoYcrnmcnt enter into any entf'rprisc at all, 
i should be some <~tltcrpri!"c \Yhich has not 
"l:·rady boPn e'tab.lishcd in Q<ll'onsland. In 
going in for cattle stations they were not 
in('reasing- the nun1bcr of cattle in Queens­
land; tlwy 'vcrc not improving the breed of 
stork; they \Ye re not Cl1lj)loying more la hour, 
and they ,,-c•rc not opening U,J more land for 
settiement. All thcv did ,,-us to take over 
cxi~ting stationB tlui:t were ahead=~- carrying 
cattle'. that were alread; c>ntploying labour. 
and that \H'r0 alrt~ady lv'Iping to develop 
Queensland. T}wrPfore the Go\ f'rllmPnt did 
no good, ancl the:~ lo·'t a con~iderable sum 
o:c rnonPv by iaking over the State staticn:o;. 
To establish StatP iron and steel \Yorkq, if 
11rivatc eut0rprise would not do ~o, is quite 
a different thing altogPther and it n1ay be 
jnctilied. Rut I think the h011. member for 
Bn .\'Cll vviJl rf'rognise ihat it was a g<:od 
thing fhat the iron and :::;t0cl works were not 
(h'i-ablished t\YO or three year~ ago. 

:\1r. COLLIX~: The nwmbcr for Bmvcn does 
r..oi r0cogni::-c any such thing. IIc recognises 
that it -was* a very bad thing. 

::\Ir. MORGAN: Take the irrigai ion works. 
Look at th'' deplorable amount of mon0:v 
~pent in connection with the lnkt"I'HUl:t irrl­
gution sch0rne over and abuve thl~ >tin1at0d 
f'OSt. It was cstimatccl thr1t th(' lnk~rn·a.:1 
irrigation f:ChcnlC wonLl cost £130,000. ancl 
1111 to the prC!'(1 l1t it has co~t o,·cr £300.000, 
n!ld the co>t m a v rnn into half R m;llion 
h•fore it. is completed. \Ye ar o wpp0sed to 
have experts :tttachcd lo the departnwnt. 
but that is all th0 rPlianC'e we ca.n nlarc o 1 
th0ir PRtin1<1tc. The cost is gDin;..r to b~ so 
gTrat that, if t.he fanners haYe to pay intPrt'~t 
a11d rcden1ption on that cxpcndiinr0, lhe cn.::t 
of the water will be so great that every rnan 
"n that cptt !0mcnt will be compelled ( o ]c., vc 
hi- holding. 

i\fr. COLLTXS: Talk a.bout something you 
underst'1nd. 

Mr. MOHGAN: I guarantee that ,,-ithin the 
I< ex(. tWO VCars WO shalJ SCC the hon. member 
for Bo\YC\;} ('omiPg to this liouse snp11orting 
a mrasnrc to rrduPf' the c:apiial Yalul' of th(; 
Tnkermau irrigation schf'nlc by 011(!-hcdf. 

Mr. (\;LLIXS: Xot bv one-half. \Ye have 
already promised that no bm·don will b~ 
r~lacrd on th0 farnwr8 that the~; cannot carry. 

Mr. M ORGAN: \Ye arc spcndinc; on those 
ii'rigation works something like half a million 
of money, nnd the member for th0 district 

Mr. Jforgan.] 
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knows quite \voll that the farmers cannot 
afford to 1cay intcrc"t on that amcnmt of 
moncv. The result will be that th" \\·hole 
of Q~teensland will have to contribute• to 
rrwke that irrigatJion scheme a su -~es3; and 
allow the farmers to obtain water at a cost 
that will enable th<Jm to grow produce on 
their land and sell it at a proftt. 

Mr. COLL1NS: \Vhat would it grow with­
out irrigation? 

iV[r. l\10RGAN: It may not grow an::thing 
\vjthout irrigation, but the point is that you 
can pay too dc•arly for your whic,tk. If 
it is going to cost u~ ls .. to grow a cabLag., 
Yd1ich is only worth 6d. m the marl<:N, then 
we lose 6d. on that cabbage. 

i\Ir. COLL1NS: Do y0u know that you <' 1nnot 
buv a 160-acrc farm in the Inkbntcln irri­
gation area for less 1 han £5,000 0r £6,000? 

Mr. MORGAN: If that is true, then tlte 
farmers will not bo justified in ~skin:.( the 
Govornme'lt to write off half t.hc canital nst. 
If it can be shown that that land has 
iHcreosed in ya]uo to that extent b.. the 
irrigation works, then I for one will vote 
against. tho writing down of the capital co't; 
but. if it can be shown that the farmors c .nnct 
produce pro11tably o\ving to the cost oi \Vr:.ter, 
I sh:ll he in favour of wiping off sO!ll<) of the 
d<'bt. If thcv aro getting bcne[it for monr;y 
expended, it' is only right tha.t the s]J:>ulcl 
recoup the Consolidated Revenue fr, th~ 
money expendc'd. I also noticed in the Pre's 
to-da\' tlgures shovving the an1ount of uncn1-
ployment for the l>:st two quarLms in th<> 
different State~. Th1s IS \)hat the paragraph 
sa vs-

, "This represents an average of 7.1 per 
cent. unemployment for the whuk of the 
States. The grc;:-ah_·,)t pcrct>nta~·e was 
recorded in ?\cw South \Vales (8.8), fol­
lowed in t.he order named by Qtw<mslanJ 
(7.3), Western Australif1 (6.2), Victoc a 
(5.7), and Tasmania (4.9)." 

We ha vc to recognise that Queensland has 
just gone through an election. Owlllg to tne 
election nurncrous railways were COlllmenccd 
in different parts of the State, and men worll 
cmplovr•d becau o the Government did not 
want ·to have ariy unemployed during that 
particular period. They started ra 1 ~way \V01 H 

in mv electorate and in the Centnl distrir:t, 
and thev started \vork in the electorate of the 
hon. m-ember for Toowoomba-work which 
wa·' J:.ut ncccsR<'l,l'.\ ~in order ~o ab,orb ~h0 
unen: plu~:cd duri1.g tho clochon can1pa1gn 
and to enable the hon. member for Too­
woomba to win hi, election. 

Hon. T. F. BnEXNAX: The hon. member for 
r:roowoomba sass it was very necessary. 

Mr. MORGA:'\: These figures show that 
during the first six months of the year Queens­
land had the second largest number of unem­
ployed in the whole of the State of Australia. 

:Yir. HYKES: From what source did you got 
those figures ' 

Mr. :YIORGAN: This is how it is put m 
the Press-

'· Information as to the prevalence of 
unemployed was received from 431 trade 
l!nions with a membership of 378,161, of 
which 26,931 were unemployed." 

The information was obtained from unions. 
Mr. HYNES: They might have found em­

ployment in some other industries. 

11r. MORGAN: Whether we quote from 
"Knibbs," or give figures compiled by 
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union secretaries, hon. members opposite, if 
the figures do not suit them, say, " They may 
have been obtained in this way or in that 
way." The figures I haYe previously giYon 
sho" that the percentage of unemployed in 
Queensland up to tho end of last year repre­
sented 12.4 per cent., while in Victoria it 
was only 5.2 per cent. In Queensland it is 
douhlo what it is in Victoria and the other 
States. During the last six months, as work 
was provided for tho sake of winning the 
election:;;, i;ho unPrnploymcnt in Queensland 
naturally le,sencd to a great extent; but 
notwithstanding that fact, w·fJ find that Quoons­
;and during that period had the second 
largest number of unernploycd in the whole of 
Australia. That proves that under a Labour 
Govor11ment the workers do no better the'! 
they do Uilder other GoYornmcnts. 

Mr. I-IYNES: The ·worker is the best jud~;·c 
of that. and that is whv "" aro on tho 
Treasury bencho>L ·· 

l\Ir. MORGAX: There are manv reasons 
wh:v you :-,re on the Trea:::ury ben~hcs '\Vitn 
which tho worker has nothing whatever to do. 

Mr. HYXEB: \Vhat arc they? 

11r. CoR~ER: Juggling the eJeetorates fol" 
a Rta.rt, and misrrpres-'ntation, hunting up 
jobs, am! all sort:; of things. 

l\h. MORGA~: I want to deal \vith one 
or t\yo other mattc.rs before I conclude. The 
Tre~tsurcr is breaking the JHOnljses \vhich he 
made t.o the people of the State durillg th0 
last oledion. He told the people in nis 
election addrc '''-" that, if the Lal10Ur party 
"\Ycro returned to po1.vcr, there ould Le an 
exemption of £300 in connc0tion with the 
income tax. Ho also told the people that 
there would be an exemption of .£50 for 
each child and othere dependent upon the 
tax1)aycr. 

:VJr. V\'EIR: ·where did _YOU get that 
inforn1ation? 

Mr. MORGA.N: I saw it in tho Premier's 
speeches. 

Mr. WEIR: You did not see anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. ::\IORG .\J\': \V e find that the Trea­
surer already is not going as far as he sa1d 
he would go. I remember the time when It 

was first suggested that " dcduc­
[7.30 p.m.] lion should be given for each 

child unde1' the ag-o of fourteen 
years or other person dependent on tho tax. 
payer. I moYed a motion that a deduction of, 
I think, .£14 or .£15 should be given, but the 
Labour Government turned it down. On 
division thc.v yote·d against it. Lafor they 
adopted my suggestion, but wo want them to 
go still further. I think during the election 
every party-I do not think there was any 
difference between them-promiF9d Lhe 
electors that the exemption would be raised 
to £300 and the deduction for each child or 
other dependent to .£50. 

I want to point out that, whilst it may be 
nece'~ary to develop all. the resources of tho 
State, there is one industry to which tho 
Government should pay particular attention 
-that is, the woolgrowing industry. As has 
already been stated by one hon. member 
opposite, if not by more, it has proved the 
salvation of Queensland, if not of Australia. 
After tho 1902 drought other industries were 
responsible for pulling the State out of finan­
cial difficulties, and this time there is no 
doubt that the woolgrowing industry has 
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saved Queensland from a very embarrassing 
financial position. Yet the Government are 
not doing all the7 can to encourage it. 
Because it is a paying industry they are 
doing all they can to tax it out of existence. 
That is wrong. I admit that it can stand a 
good deal of taxation, but it should not be 
taxed to the extent it is; there is a danger 
of not encouragi11g it as we ouKht. Every 
acre of land you take away from woolgrow­
ing and put into agTiculture means the doing 
of an injnry to the State and to the people 
>vho take up that land. It would be criminal 
for the Govl'rnmcnt to take awav land now 
gro·wing ''vool vvith a view to mak.lng it grow 
cereals or some other crop. It is producing 
more weabh b.Y growing wool than it could 
produce -under the plough. I am not against 
the Go.-ernment taking land and opening it 
up in are11s smaller than those in which it is 
at present held so that small farmers can go 
on to it; but if the Government are going 
to take land in the Maranoa and Goondi­
windi districts and open it up for the use 
of the plough, they will be doing an injury 
to Queensland. 

Mr. Co:-~ROY: \Yhat area do you favour? 

Mr. MORGAN: Some of that land would 
enable a man to run 2,000 sheep on 5,000 
acres. Five thousand acres.? in my opinion, 
would be small enough, and some of it may 
ha.-e to be cut up in larger areas. \Ve should 
work upon the basis of giving to the sheep 
farmer an area sufficiPnt to enable him to 
carry, year in and year out, for a period of 
perhaps ten years, 2.000 sheep. That number 
of sheep \Yould giYe him a living and enable 
him to save and keep his familv as well as 
the city man. If the Government will do 
that w·ith the land of which I speak, they 
will be doing good work. 

Mr. COJ·moY: You favour 5,000 acres? 

l\Ir. MORGAN: I favour whatever area is 
necessary to carry 2,000 sheep. On some of 
that land 5,000 acres would carry 2,000 sheep. 

1\lr. Co:-~ROY: Right alongside the railway 
line. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am not bothering about 
that. A sheep farmer will make just as much 
50 miles from a railwav as he will maim 
right alongside a railway, because a load of 
wool is worth hundred,; of pounds, and the 
cost of carting it to market is in comparison 
nothing at all. Wheat. on the other hand, 
can only be carted profitably 10 or 12 miles. 
A ton of wheat may be worth £5, but a ton 
of wool is worth £100. What is £2 for 
cartage in comparison \vith the value of a 
ton of wool? But £2 for cartage of a ton 
of wheat which will realise only £5 would 
make wheatgrowing unprofitable. In cotton 
and woolgrowing it is not necessary to be 
near a raihvay. You can grow wool and 
cotton equally as well and make just as 
much out of them 50 miles from a railway 
as you can close to a railway. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): The 
hon. member who has just resumed his seat 
made some reference to the supposed promise 
of the Governmen;; to raise the income tax 
exemption to £300. I notice from the Finan­
cial Statement that it is proposed to increase 
the exemption to £250-that is, by £50, so 
that it is well on the way towards £300. In 
reply to an interjection. by the hon. member 
for Townsville, the hon. member for Burnett 
eaid that one of the reasons why we are on 

1923-2 X 

this side of the House is to be found in the 
alleged juggling of the electorates. I think 
the most eloquent reply that can be made to 
that ·"ugg("'·tion is a con1parison of the voting 
at the 1920 a.nd 1923 elections in two city 
electorates, .l\lare0 and South Brisbane 
neither of which has ha·d its boundarie~ 
altered by the redistribution. In 1920 the 
Labour majority in Maree was 131, and i11 
South Bris banc 171. I admit that there was 
not much to come ancl go upon in either of 
the electorates. In 1923 the Labour majori­
ties had increased to 331 and 372 respectively 
~showing a general ad\ ant ago had accrued 
to Labour during the intervening three :rears. 
I contend that there i's every justification for 
the assertion that the improvement shown 
here indicates that the general swing at the 
last election "as in favour of the Govern­
ment, aud that that is the real reason why 
they arc still on this side of the House. 

The hon. member for Normanby this after­
noon was on sound ground when he advocated 
the sympathetic consi-deration of local indus­
tries; but he was scarcely correct· in saying 
that the Government took no steps to give 
any preference to them. be<.;ause, to my know­
lege, that preference is extended. For the 
North J ohnstonc Bridge work, the British 
tender was about £9,000, including freight. 
Custon1s duty of 38~ per cent., insurance, and 
other incidental charges. The lowest Queens­
land tender was £12,000, which came from 
an institution in the electorate of South Bri's­
bane, whilst the Goyernment dock of New 
South \Y ales tendered about £12 in excess of 
the South Brisbane t0nder. I made inquiries 
from the Premier, who pointed out to me­
and it was afterwards confirmed bv letter­
that it was the policy of the Goveinment to 
allow, in addition to the 38~ per cent. Customs 
dut;' -which the Government did not claim 
was their protectio11-a preference of 15 per 
cent. in favour of local tenderers, which 
meant a tot,al ad.-antage of 53~ per cent. A 
brief cal~ulation >vill show t,he hon. member 
for J:\ormanbv th'lt the difference between 
the South Br-isbane and the British tender 
amounted to 33 per cent. ; and, \Yhilst I agree 
with him that greater consideration might 
be given to local industries and that the 
margin could be increased, I do not contend 
that any Government is justified in extend­
ing it to 32 per cent. or 33 per cent., even 
though the industry which would be benefited 
may be in South Brisbane. 

To show the bona fides of the Government 
in this regard, tenders were afterwards 
called for the construction of the Burnett 
Bridge. and the lowest tender on that occa­
Bion again camP from a British firm. It was 
a tender for £20,000. The next tender to 
that was from an Adelaide firm, which was 
£2.000 odd in exce&.< of the British tender, 
and the next tender was a Queensland tender 
of £4,000 odd in <eXCf!Ss of the British tender. 
The Gov0rnment had in the case of the other 
work' conceded the 15 per cent. margin to 
the South Brisbane foundry. and in this 
case they again gave that concession to the 
Queensland firm-the Maryborough foundry. 
:'\ot only did the Government do that, but 
thee' gave the Queensland institution tbe 
c.ption of fulfilling that work and cal''l'ying it 
out at the Adelaide firm's figm·e, which was 
10 per cent. in <''Ccess of the British tender, 
showing that the Government give prefer­
ence to Amtralian iudustry, and preference 
to Queensland industry in particular. That, 
I say, is a right policy, only I think the 15 
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JCCr cent. could be extended even to 20 per 
cent. or 25 per cont. 

Mr. HOBERTS: Are the local tenderers 
allowed the 38~ p('r ceu1. Cu ton:; COllC('S:'lOll. 

and then the 15 per cent. by the Queensland 
Uovcrnrnollt in addition 't 

Mr. FEIUUCKS: Y m. Wages in Aus­
tralia are higher and material, are cheaper 
011 the other side c[ the world. That is 
why I advoc-ate thr> exlen>ion of the 15 per 
cent. nwxgin. I do I1ot take into considera­
tion that the hours of labour arc forty-eight 
in England ancl fol·ty-four in Australia. 
because I have alwa>s contended. and I 
contend now, that a ~eduction of ~hours of 
labour brings about an equal, if not a 
greater, output. That has been the experi­
euce in the rLgrlcultural industry, varticu­
larl.i with men even at the apparently easy 
occupation of chivping . ..;ug<.Lr-canc, vvho used 
to work tor, and el<'n•n hours a day. \Vhen 
they we;' restr:.:t.•d !o an eight-hour day by 
lc,;islatiou. it wa,; found that they did the 
same y,ork in tl10se e1gh! hours that they 
had previously done in the tun or eleven 
hours. Th t mu't ap]wal lo hon. members 
opposite. rrhe 111011 G!Jga~ed in comparatively 
light oc<:Ltpations have tt long day in front 
of them. The~ get fatigued, not only at the 
end of the iirst day, but at the commence­
ment of the other days, owing to the exces­
sive hours worked at their occup<Ltion. The 
Government should give further considera­
tion, as \\ t' have ach-oca tcd, to the question 
of extcndiug that n1argin to a greater 
extent, bPcmso we find that, apart from the 
cost of wage..; and n1aterials, there is this 
further consideration to be measured. that in 
the bigger works of the older countries they 
have not onlv the be';t materials at a lesser 
price, but they have the advantage in 
standardi~ation, etc., in connection \Vith the 
work that they turn out. which are of very 
great advantage to them in bringing about 
a conciderable reduction in the cost of their 
output. 

l\Tr_ KELRO: Some people are slow with 
a forty-four-hour week. 

Mr. FERR1CKS: If the hem. gentleman 
has folluwed any occupation in Queensland 
he will r0alise th>et in yeus gone by mer; 
d1d not work in those days, but absolutely 
sla\ eel. I know the time when I was work­
ing untkrground at 10s. per day, and I have 
~eard the hon. mcml>er for Bowen speak of 
da,ys long before mme. That slavery was 
no good for the men, and it was no good 
for the nahon. I hope thdt we shall never 
sec our :~ onngster:-; u11dergoing what we had 
tD undergo in those days. 

. Mr. KELSO: 1 am talking about the present 
time. 

Mr. FER RICKS: There is another thing 
in connection with encouragement for local 
industries~which the leader of the Opposi­
twn touched upon~whwh shows what great 
difficulties are encountered when attempts 
are made to launch a llew industry in 
Queensland. There is a man living in the 
Buranda electorate who came from ='Jew 
Zealand aftc>r thirty-five years' experience in 
br.us~tmaking. Coming throug1h Sydney~ 
this Is where some of the responsibilitv must 
b~ taken by hon. member, opposite~he" stated 
his business intentions to the warehousemen 
and. they advis<"d him strongly against 
rormng to Queensland. They told him that 
Quo~nsland had a socialisric, repudiatory, 
confiscatory Govemm0nt in power~that the 
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conditions of labour both in hours and 
\vagcs were ir;tolerable, aud that the best 
thing he could do was to open in Sydney. 
Ho"-c rer, lw ut id he would see fm himself, 
and came !o Brisbane. Uather liking smmy 
Queensland 1eHcr the chilly, bleak weather of 
-:\"f'\V ~caland, in his O\VD words, he <;:aid, 
"He ·would give it a 'go.'" He started in 
the Bur,md:t electoratP, and was going along 
Yerv well. The homes with which he had 
con1e iuto contact in Sydney were taking: 
hi~ product. There \Vas one lino \vhich was. 
a speciality. which they were taking from 
h1rn at 6s. an a rticlP. and were n1aking a 
good profit by retailing it at 15s. in Sydney. 
They \\ere taking all that he could make. 
I am reminded by the quotation by the 
hon. member for :\laryborough yesterday 
of the prcferrmce by many people who 
shouted patriotism during the war for the 
Gcrrnan boats \vhich arc now con1ing to 
Australia. The Sydney importers found that 
they were in a position, owing to the low 
currenc0 in Germany which permitted of 
dumping, even in spite of the anti-dumping­
legislation, to import bruslnva re and other 
articles into Australia far cheaper than they 
could get them from this man in Brisbane. 
So they promptly demanded~thoy did not 
ask him, it was a demand~that he should 
supply that 6s. article at 3s., notwithstanding 
that the material--as he showed me from his 
books~put into that article cost about 
2s. 8~d. He decided that it could not be 
done. He pays higher 'vage~ than are pro­
·vided in the awards. He has no complaint 
to make regarding !be hours or wages or 
hands. 'There was no aiternativf' for him 
but lo pLLt out local cam·a,sers, in order to­
create a demand in Brisbane. He put out 
:L fe\\. ·Canvassers at the commencement. At 
the pre,ent time he has a bout twentJ- out, 
and they are parning good money. That 
man is retailing· tlw article I have men­
tioned, and it can even be delivered to hon .. 
members' doors if they like at 12s. 6d. each. 
The hostility of the importing crew does not 
stop there. because pressnre has been brought 
to bear on some lJOuple who are supplying 
that man with raw materials; and the.) have 
been given to under- tan cl that it is not 
altogether a good thing that the<.e industries. 
should be encouraged in our midst. Those 
arc tho dif!1culties which confront people or 
institutions who endeavour to build ap new 
industries in Queensland. I know of another­
concrete, glaring instance which has some 
relation to a Government Department. Tho 
ban. member for J\;ormanb.v was quite right 
in saying that the GoYernment should give 
all encouragement to those industries. This 
case affects a Governrnent Department, but 
I have not yet made representation to that 
department~! think I should do that before· 
I dilate upon it here. It just goes to show 
that it is through no fault of the Govern­
ment or this party that there is a dif!1culty 
in opening new industries in Queensland .. 
There is no doubt that all that opposition 
comos from vested interest. 

Let me now deal with the Budge[. itself. 
The l'remit>r must have feh gra-ti ii··d with 
the rccPptlon generall.v g]ycn to hi~, Fin·1ncial 
Sratement delivered by hin: in h;, cJp~city 
&s Treasurer. The leader of the Opposii ion 
deliverf'd a very sympathetic repil·. The• 
deputy leader of the Opposition. the hon. mem­
Lwr for Oxley, was very mildly critical of thG 
Treasurer's Statement. EYe.::l the ·· Coqrier ,,. 
seemed to have lost its custon1arv srreech 
when it was mildly condemnin~ the issue of 
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the Budget. Taking the position all round, 
the Treasurer should feel very gratiiied at the 
reception ;r;ven to his Budge(. I know the 
dL·puly leader of the Opposition will plead 
guilty to the soft impeachment that hard!! 
enough provision has been n1ade with regard 
to sinking funds for onr loar1s. \Vhilc r:ot 
desiring to anlJlcipate the views of the hon. 
member on the ma.ttcr, we know that the old 
~:;:stem ''as to pay into the Public Dnbi 
Reduction Fund any surpluses from the 
Treasur', 1vhcncYer they ocrurrcd. That is 
not vc•r_,;' cffcctiYo, but is rather unsatisfactorv 
as a wholP, because a fund of th.tt kin<i is 
grnora11~,7 a1 tho w.hin1 of any ncu'····,ltous 
T1 ensurer. EYPn if a Trea.surer does not 
avail himself of Jt the intm·e,r of th:tt fund 
dccs not always go to incrcnse the Sinking 
Fund. On those lines a sinking fund is ;, 
slow proc''''S; still it is something. The time 
will come 'vhcn Queen,land will tnckL• i•r 
earnest the creation of a sinking fund in 
connectiou with our public debt. If the 
Trnasurcr ron1ains in Queensland }H"lh ics a.nd 
is the head of this Government, ther•' is no 
dN1bt hut that. he will carrv this idc i .to 
effect. But at pres<'nt it h not a sound 
policy to go in for anything of suc1r 1 serious 
J,ature. I gm pleased to see that the Corn· 
ITJOll\vealth GoYernrnenl have made a. con1-
mencemcnt, bnt they have only create•,! a 
sinking fund in regard to liquidating the cost 
of t.he war. It is only right that th,, pec•ple 
of this generation should set about repairing 
the financial wastage hroug.ht about h,' the 
wa.r. It will take them a long time t0 do it. 
Our public debt. however, has Leen lmilt 
up by a total!:. diff0cent process. lt has been 
created by the development of the State and 
tte bui:dillg of raihvays and other aqpts. 
.As tin1e goc 2 on these as'lots ,vill require 
renewing or replacing, and the tirno will 
arrive to estitblish a sinking fund in earnc•>t. 
For some years, \vhile \VP are proceedi g with 
onr big policy of railway constmction­
extending main lines like the ='forth Coast 
eLrtions, 'vhif'.h ar0 nul linked up nor fL'V(-'llUt'­
producing-and with our big land schemes, 
which are for the purpose of increasing­
settlemc•nt and population, it will be too big 
a question for our State to tackle; out it will 
b., tackled eYentually. 

Mr. KELSO: You know that provision is 
m>•de for a sinking fund in the UoYcrnment 
Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill. 

Mr. FERRICKS: No, but there IS 

attached to it a provision to establish a ~ 
per cent. sinking fund. 

Mr. KELSO: It is provided for in the Bill. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Yes, for a ~ per cent. 
sinking fund~it is, perhaps, not a sinking 
fund, but rather a loan redemption fund. 
I agree with the hon. member for Mary­
borongh, who said that he anticipated no 
dlfficnltv in the Treasurer securing the con­
vcr.,ion of the loans falling due. 

Mr. RoBERTS: Who said that? 

2\lr. FERRICKS: The hon. member for 
1\laryborough. 

Mr. RoBERTS: Ho is no authority on the 
question. 

:\fr. FERRICKS: I do not want to make 
any comparison between the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba and the hon. member 
for Maryborough, h<'cause I know in whose 
favour my decision would go. The Treasurer 
referred to the fact that, when he was last 
in England, the financiers there endeavoured 

to interfere with the solf·governing rights 
of Queensland. Tho doputv leader of the 
Opposition took up the attitude that it is. 
quite right for those people in Great Britain 
who po·,sess the money to say \Yhether they 
will lend it to Queensland or not. That is a 
sentiment with which we all agree. We say 
that they may loan their money or they 
may keep it, but they have no justification. 
whatever for making· an offer of money on 
loan conditional on the State legislating in 
accol'dancc \vith their views, as seen lhrough 
their spoctades. If t.h<Jy make an offer con­
ditional on such a thing being done or on 
such a thing not being done, then I say it is. 
interfering with our self-gov0rning right". 

c\lr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for Too­
wong has said no delegation has started 
J"Bt. 

1\Ir. FERRICKS: I anticipate no difficulty 
on the part of the Treasurer. even though. 
the deputy leader of the Opposition said 
that it was the business of the people who· 
have the money whether they loan it or 
not. Of course, it is their business whether 
they give it or not. It was their busincs& 
on the last occasion, and they did not give 
it. The Treasurer was verv careful to dis­
sociatB the British financier 'from the British. 
Government. I want to speak quite apart 
from the Government in this regard. The 
Briti>h GoYernment always likes its pound of 
flesh when dealing 'vith any of the Dominions 
or States. I can give no better illustration 
than that of the Commornvealth in this 
regard. During the currency of the \Yar· 

the Commonwealth built up a big national 
debt, which now amounts to £412,000,000, 
but £364,00C,OOO of that debt is war expendi­
ture. Of that debt the sum of £127,000,000 
was borrowed in Great Britain. That loan­
was piled up by the following means:­
\Vhen the Australian soldiers went to the 
front the Austmlian Government paid them 
from the da) they left, clothed them and 
fed them as no other soldier was clothed 
and fed, and looked after their transport; 
but it n1av con1o as a surprjse to hon. mem­
bers to hear that all the time that the Aus­
tralian soldiers occupied dug.outs in France, 
the Australian JWople, through the British 
Governnwnt, had to pay to France and 
Belgium rent for those dug.outs. That is 
how this sum of £127,000,000 was piled up. 
I made that statement repeatedly in the 
presence of the Minister for Defence. Aus­
tralia is still paying interest on that money, 
and hon. members will remember the tim@ 
when 2'\Ir. Watt visited London with a view 
to funding that d!'bt. Mr. \Vatt's mission 
was to fund the remainder of the 
£127.000.000, which was a matter of 
£92,000.000. Mr. Watt took the huff on 
account of some interference by Mr. Hughes, 
the thPn Prime Thlinister, and returned to 
Aus~ralia. By doing so he missed what, in 
mv opinion, was the chance of his life. The 
tr~nd of Australian opinion showed tha,t 
when he returned to Australia, 1\fr. Hughes 
"·as waning in power, and the time. was 
ripe for a change even amongst the fnends 
of Mr. Hughes. If Mr. Watt had seized that 
opportunity, he undoubtedly would have· 
been in the posit.ion now occupied by Mr. 
Bruce whose most ardent admirers admit 
Jhat lte is onh a, chance Prime Minister. 
It will be admitted that ::\Ir. Watt went 
into the corner and sulked. He did not 
prove himself 1lw big man he was pictured 
to be, and he belied the pugnacious outlme 

Mr. Ferricks.! 
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of his jaw and prov<'d himself not to be a 
fighter. Senator E. D. Millen proceeded to 
England in his stead. and he succeeded in 
funding the remaining £92,000,000 of that 
debt. As a r0su!t Australia has now got to 
pay interest at the rate of 6 per cent. on 
tho•e £92,1·'0.0QO: 5 ]10i' cent. is to go to 
the payment of interest and the extra 1 per 
cent. is to be applied to a sinking fund to 
wipe out the £92 .. 000.000 over a period of 
thirt,·-five year·, which will end in 1956. 
l\'ot long after that Gr .. at Britain. after mak­
ing this agreement with Senator E. D. Millen, 
funded her. own loans with America, and 
the rate of mterest was 3~ per cent. 

[8 [l.lll.j 

Mr. T.\YLOR: A big fall had taken place in 
tho interval. ' 

Mr. FERlUCKS: Yes. but the big fall 
has not yet eomc to Australia. The money 
that Great Britain obtained from America 
is now charged to Australia at the rate of 
5 per cent ... Ifl(\1.ning an added intcre"'t. to 
the _\ustrahan people of about £135.000 everv 
year. If Mr. Bruce has a scintilla of regard 
to th0 interpsts of .\ustralia, he will not only 
demand a reduction of that interest from 
5 per cent to 3~ por C'Pnt., n1aking 4~ per 
cent. inch>ding the Sinking Fund, but he will 
also demand a refund of the exce's pay-

Hon. nwmbers opposite have C'i:prcssed 
plea-m·e. in which I join. at the decision of 
thr: respective GoYernmcnts in Australia to 
bring about the cessation of the practice of 
issuing tax-free loans. EYen our Press agrees 
that the system of tax-free loans is not right. 

Mr. SJZER: I raised that question myself 
four yearo ago, and I suggc,ted that the 
Government ;;hould stop th8 practice. 

:VIr. FERRICKS: I will go back a little 
more than four yc·ars. I a'dmit that there 
has been a big change of public on inion 
on this question and that tlwre has been a 
big change in the attitude of Labour. Eight 
~rears ago our present Attornc.\ -General, J\Ir. 
Mullan. in the 1915 Federal Parliament, 
mon·d an amendment protesting against the 
iFtercst on the Commonwealth loans being 
free from income tax. 

GO\'ERN:liEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
2\1r. FERRICKS: He pointed out rightly. 

conclusively, and irrefutablv that freedom 
from inco;ne tax of the interest on these 
loons benefited only tbe large investors. 

:Mr. SrzER: That was my argument. 
Mr·. TAYLOR: It did not take America long 

to find that out. 

l\Ir. FERR.ICKS: It went on a good while 
in Au~tra1ia, but the big invest.or, ovving 
to the incidence of income taxation and the 
hidrer ratrs which applied to the interest 
added to hi3 income. saw that the matter 
was of s0rious n1ornrnt to him but 'Ya~ of no 
concern to the small investor. Mr. Mullan 
pointed that out at thA time in the Senate. 
There were thirtv-one members out of thirty­
six presC'nt at the time. and out of the thirtv­
one -onh- four supported the motion. inclndiJ1g 
Mr. :VIullan. ThP four who sunportcd the 
mot1nn eight y0urs ago were dc~criberl as 
BoJ.,hcvist<. disloyaliste, traitors, and God 
knows what. 

Mr. TAYLOR: vVe did not know what a 
Bolshevist was eight years ago. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Sinn Feiners. then. 
(Laughter.) Nevertheless this system was 

[Mr. F'erricks. 

maintained for the first six war loans until 
a debt of £138.000,000 had accumulated. The 
last vvar loan ·under thoF1c conditions ''Ta6 in 
1918. when it was contended by those advo· 
ratincr the RvstPn1 in their O\Vl1 interests that. 
if th~'V .did not get an exemption frow 
income~ tax. a hip;her rote of intcrc:;:t would 
be demand~cl. Those who opposPd this frce­
don1 fron1 inromC' taxation pointed out that 
it w<1~ altog:PtlH'r unfair that these \vcalthy 
J.cople .,, ho. had been urging men to go to 
the war and make: the grcJt sacriftee sho.uld 
refn;;:;,p to l0nd 111onev at ~~ per cent. un1f'sS 
it was built up to 5~ per cent. or 6 per cent. 
The·· suc<-cedecl in g·etting £138.000.000 of 
th"ii· mono_,. plantccd there safciy screened, 
and. when thev were safely placed. thev 
calmlv turned -round and a-ch-ocated this 
[10JiC1~. 

Mr:. SlZER: vVhen one of the Lo:>n Bills 
pass~.d through the House I mm·od an }ll1Jf'nd­
rncnt to prevent tins Government domg the 
same thing. 

Mr. FERRICKR: The C'ommonwea lth 
C\oyer·nrrh'nt had been borrowing" :dl the 
monev b·: that s·JStom. and it w•mld have 
lKf'll 'di~;strous fOr rho Quc.Pllsland Gnvcrn­
n)cnt to float a loan ox:ccp~. under thr• ~r:rne 
conrlitions RS thf' Commonwealth. Altoo:other 
in State and Commonwealth loam thl'l'e is 
investPd the sum of £350.000.000. the interest 
of ,, hich is free of taxation. The Fod<'r,t! 
Trcasnrcr o:<.timates that tho incnm0 tax 
that is lost amounts to about £2.000.000 per 
annum. In my opinion. the FPder8l TrP:l­
~Hrf'r is cxcr~~iYely modP<;jt in put.ting dnwn 
the sum of £2.000.000, considering; th'lt the 
huge bnlk of the interest is paid tt? the lan.{e 
depositors. Anyhow. I-like the hon. mem­
ber for Sandgate~ am plcas0d to see that 
the pornicim1'n' of this principle has been 
rrc.ognisrd, c\·en elght years after the ques­
tiDn \Ya;o, ra i~cd lJ~, the present Attorney­
Gencral. 

I fi>~l regretful that the Treasurei' hae not 
been in a position to give thP Hou:c' some 
indication of whaL is transpirjng in regard 
to the agreement between the Comm"nwoe·1lth 
and the States on fimmcial matters. I k' ·'"'' 
of cmtrsc. that after tht\ Prcrniers' C\)Hfer­
C'TtCe it \Yas given out bv thP Prime ::\fini~tPr 
that an arrangement had been comr CO. vVe 
kno"'\v that dw Premiers' Conf0rence at hest, 
'" it has operated during the last ten years, 
ar~wunts to nothing n1ore than a fungus that 
has attached itself to Au,tralian national 
life. It is a super-tribunal which tctR o:1t 
lines to be followed b:. the State a':d Com­
rr:onwealth Parliaments. \V hi le the State 
I'Hliaments have not much cau.se to com­
plain. it is an entirely different ma.ticr from 
ihe Cornrnonwl'a-lth poirn of view. Ho\Hover, 
if anything has beeu a,\•hicved thl,.; yC'nr, it 
will be the first achievement of a l'r'~'m icrs' 
c.~,nfcrence. It has been given out th"t the 
Commonwealth Government intend to yacate 
lhe field of income taxation. I ihink they 
can well afford to do that. With the Cu···lorn.s 
rc\enue of about £32.000.000 thev h;;v" a.ll 
the taxation-indirect nnfortunatciv-+hat 
tht'.v ran reasonably expect to have.· 'rhev 
conld "·ell have gone further and have h:wded 
OY<'r to the States compa.ny taxation too. 
However, it is something to sec that this 
much has been done. In my opimon, that 
has not been done without u purpose. 

It is quite interesting to review the history 
of the financial relations between the P.tates 
and the Commonwealth over a period of 
years, and I have always been strongly of 
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1ohe opmwn that, when the Commonwealth 
·went into tnxa1 ion, jt d'id so \vith a purpose-. 
I am of the opinion also that Mr. Fisher, 
\Yho was then Prirne 0.1inistcr, IH~Yt)r had 
great sympathy with the entry of the' Corn· 
monwealth Parliament into the field of tax>J· 
tion. Mr. Fisher had a grpat leaning to 
what he was plca.sed to call "The right .of 
the States.'' Whatever faults l\Ir. Hughcs 
mav have. nobodv can <lem- the fact that he 
is :'1 " whole ho.gger " F~dNalist. In my 
opinion the Cornrnon'T' ealth Govcrnrnent 
LLtered the field of ;nemne taxation so that 
they would have something to hand to the 
State Governments w.hen the·. wero >1bohsh· 
iug the per C-lpita arrungcrflf-~nt. rl'hn YlCl' 
capita arnngement had continued for a 
number of years with rnore or less succ,·.sf\ 
but it appeared to me that the then Amtra­
lian Prime Minister did not haYe any 
symp>1thy with the idea of the Common­
wealth entering that field of taxation. 

1\'Ir. KELSO: Do vou f:n.:onr a rctoution of 
the per capitcL s0·stom? 

Mr. FEHRICKS: Ko. I think the hon. 
member must realise that the P'"' capita 
system was all right in respect of thr> a.llow­
anco made by the Commonwealth. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \\'hy do you say the Common­
wealth entered thn field of incon1e t.J.xation 
with the object of providing somothinc;- h 
take the place of the per capita basi·J if the 
t~£'11 Prin1r ~Iinister wa-; not in sympathy 
\\ith it? 

Mr. FEHHICKS: Strange to say, the then 
Prime :Ylinister did not introduce the Bill 
although he was Treasurer. \Vhen Mr. 
Fisher gave sympathetic treatment to the 
States uncler his 1910 Surplus Revenue Act 
h,, '.Yas ,.~holly in command. He was Prime 
Minister not only in nan1e but he \vas in 
command completely. But the other little 
gentleman afterwards got to work and did 
work with a certain amount of underground 
engineering until he had virtually displaced 
Mr. Fisher from the Prime Ministership, and 
it is very significant that the Income Tax 
Assessment Bill was introducrd into the 
Federal Parliament in September, 1915, and 
Mr. Fisher resigned in October, 1915. Per­
sonally, I do not think Mr. Fisher had any 
sympathy with the idea, but Mr. Hughob, 
foreseeing this and realising that the Federal 
Government must have something to hand to 
the State Governments when they did awa:, 
with the per capita system, favoured the 
s:,-stem very strongly and ultimately brought 
it about. If the PremiE'rs' Conference made 
an agrcPment with the Prime Minister for <t 
period of five yeaTs, there is. nothing to pro­
hibit the Fedora! Government afterwards 
entering the field of income taxation again, 
although I do not think such a proceeding 
would be very popularly received. But this 
I clo say: that the Prime Minister of the 
Commomyealth kept back the company tax,;­
tion eo that at the end of five years he would 
have something to hand to the States. 

Mr. KERR: Do _vou think Queensland was 
better off under the Surplus Revenue Act of 
1910 than under the Braddon section of the 
Commonwealth Constitution? 

Mr. FERHICKS: The position is much 
the same. Time will not permit me to go 
into the Braddon section but under that 
section three-fourths of the ~ustoms and excioe 
revenue was returned to the States. 

Mr. KERR_: \Ve have lost nearly £1,000,000 
per annum 111 Queensland. 

Mr. FEHHICKS: The State Trcamrcrs in 
those davs Jnade narncs for thPrrls(:lvt"'s as 
Treac}nrel~S bc,~ause they got that extra. 
revpnue, with ihr> rcmlt that they had huge 
surplwccd. and built up their repubt.ions 
nccordingly. I think it has dawned upon 
hon. 111e1nbcrs and upon the cotniuunity 
g·enera]h~ that. since the commitmelltb of the 
Con1Incrnvc:--~.lth haYC' bcco:ne so great. quite 
apart from the war expenditure, thfl aboli­
tion Df the pe1· canita systen1 is inevit­
able. and this Pa-rliament would do the right 
thing in grappling ,.,.jth the situation ,xhirh 
novs deyolves upon it. Queensland is in 
a better position with re"pect to the terms 
than am- of the other StcL8 for this rc.-'On­
th<tt th0 inciclcnco of income ta'' in Queens­
land is more just to the majority of th<> 
people. It is rme-sided in many of the ether 
States. with tho result that the other Stat<> 
Governments. if the:,· resort to increasing 
taxation, will have to hit some of their own 
friends. In illustration of what I moan, I 
would point out that a person earning £200 
in salary or ,,-ages a year would pay this 
income tax in the various States-

Queensland 
South "'l.ustralia 
\Vestern Amtralia 
Tasn1ania 

£ s. d. 
Nil. 
1 6 0 
2 3 4 
2 18 8 

A person earning £4 a week-that i,, £208 a 
year, would pay in income tax-

Queensland 
South Australia 
vVec-tern Australia 
Tasn1ania ... 
Victoria 

£ s. d. 
0 5 0 
1 10 0 
2 5 0 
3 0 0 
0 14 6 

So hon. member' will see that Queensland is 
in a much more favoured position, owing to 
the more just incidence of ii-s taxation, to 
accept this a;_o;reomcnt than the other States 
mentioned. That is" hy we see the oppo,ition 
from the Premiers of South Australia, vVestern 
Australia, and Tasmania particularly, because, 
if thev have to depend upon income taxation 
as a result of the abolition of the per capita 
sy3tem, then they will have to hit come of 
their own friends because they cannot put any 
n1orc on the man underneath; aud conserva­
tive little Tasmania will be driven, in the 
absence of more special adYances from the 
Commonwealth, to her most dreaded fear 
that is. the imposition of a land tax, which 
should have been imposed years ago and which 
would ha,·e been for the benefit of that State. 
So that we sec that these conditions, while 
the,; may be a bit irksome for State Premiers 
for the time being, should be reviewed from 
a national aspect, and I feel quite sure that 
the Treasurer. in his capacity as Premier, 
will view these qm-sttons from the Australian 
-.tandpoint. I feel quite sure that he will 
agree that a change must come when the 
States of Australia will undergo a devolution 
with a lec-ser expenditure and a lesser 
responsibility. 

There are one or two other matters to 
which I desire to refer, but realising that 
the~e. to mo, are of paramount importance~ 
and belioYing that they are of some interest, 
I thought I would brieflv present my views 
eegaeding the things at present under obser­
vation. I was particularly pleased during 
the discussion to hear the opinions expressed 
by hon. members on 1 he other side as to the 
wrong attitude now being adopted by many 

Mr. ]i1erricks.] 
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people and by the daily papers in the 
-endeavour to ere a to an a trnosphcre favour­
ablc for bringing about another war. It is 
too ba·d when. at the present 1 imo the tears 
·of bereaved wido>v•. mothers, and si-tors arc 
hardly cln·, when crippled soldier•,• are out 
·of work and impecunious, that wo .. lwuld 
hayc people who arc so queerly constituted 
that they seize every opporiunit.) to vcntila!o 
thoir opinr'ons-thei r desires almost-although 
they arc not cxprc•sccl as dcsirf'S-on this 
question. In the la·t short se, .. ion of the 
I\ationa11st Parliarnent hardly anything was 
·talked about except the next >rar, and this 
1~ g1vt:n undue publicity under glaring head­
lines m the l're'"· vYerc we not told that 
·the la"t war-the worl-d >var-was a war to 
end all wars-that thPre were 1 o bo no more 
v;ars; and yet \Ye have encleayours being 
made to build up public opiuiun io be ready 
for the next war? \Vhile asp<'rsions maY be 
·cad on the (~ueensland Government" for 
lHtYing gone to Arncrica

1 
or for having 

accepted a loan from America when Great 
Britain rcfusf d to grant a loan, wo owe a 
debt of grati ucle to America from another 
aspect. It was dqe to the intonention-tho 
subterranean intervention, if \-ou likc~of 
America that the srcoud war whcich had boon 
vir~ual!y declared by Mr. Lloycl Georgc, and 
actively supported, so far us Australia was 
·concerned, by Mr. Hughes just prior to tho 
last .FC"deral clectious-jt \\aS O\vinO' to the 
intrrYPntion of Arncrica, not on thr>

0 

&urfaco, 
but umlenwath, and throug·h the financial 
prP~SUl'C that the Lausanne treatv \Vas made 
and tha1 iho world VIas not thrown into 
another turmoil to decide who should hold 
the oil wells in Mesopotamia. No public 
man. or public institution or journal should 
be grven iho least encouragement to proceed 
on those lines. It is timo that Australia and 
the world should devote all their energie', 
not to the promotion of war, but to the 
prot?-otion and prosecution of pear('. Aus­
traha does not want another war, and the 
world does not want another war. The 
workers do not want ono, and should not 
take part in it if rt comes. As I said during 
the height of the \Var, when I wa·, before the 
electors seeking their votes, I would ask 
those who want war to go and fight in it 
thomsohoc, and then there \voulcl not be any 
more vvar. 

. Hoe~. J. G APPEL (A.Ibtrt): After listen­
Ill[;' to iho fulminations of hon. members 
opposite', I almo"t came to the conclusion 
that m<'mbcrs of the Opposition who haYe 
criti<Ci~cd the adtnini~tration of the Govern­
ment >YNC rcallv not justili<•d in doino· so· 
in fad, I a !most' came to tho conclusim~ that 
th~~rc. urn a sho('king lot of tncn sitting on 
thrs RJclo-nwn \Yho have no interest in their 
fellows, and who are absolutely bound up 
\Ylth pror,tecrB and those who seck to sweat 
their fellow men. I had almost decided not 
to speak in this debate, bui those fnhnina­
tions eau~( d rnc to sePk to disron~r \Yhcthcr 
there was any justification on the part of 
Opposition mcmbns for tlH i r criticism. I 
decided not to consult what hon. members 
on the GoYernment benches term the columns 
of the capitalistic Press, as I thought it 
would he far better to discover what the 
feeling of any paper which supported the 
present _'\..dministration was on the subject, 
and in ·my search I came upon the "Patriot." 
a paper which has consistently supported the 
pre'lent Administration for many years, and 

hose proprietor and editor is a man who 
has been trusted by the Labour movement. 

[Mr. Ferricks. 

In its issue of 12th August last I find the 
following article:-

" TALKING DowN TO THE PuBLrc. 

"The nndcrlying vice of politics con­
Gists in playing the ganw on too low a 
standard. \Vhat wo really lack is faith 
in the willingne"'' Qf the people to fol· 
low a bold and determined programme. 

"Politicians and newspapers arc talk~ 
ing do\vn to the public. r.rhcy a re telling 
t!10 yoter.s \rhat. ilwv think the voters 
would like to hear. 'The\ are thinking 
anti ~ayiug one thing inv private; they 
are printinp; and saying another thing 
in public. rrhere llCYC'l' has been a time 
in this gcllCf[ltion when there was a 
greater contrast bPhY{~en '\chat the 
insi-ders sav and what the outsiders are 
allowed to "hem·. 

"The insiders havl' got into th,, lmbit 
of regarding the public as a sort of 
dangerous baby, vvhich has. to he kcn.t 
in a good humour by a d10t of predr­
gested half-truths and lies. 

"Because this habit of not telling the 
truth e"<ists, the pcop le have never been 
allowed to hear what their leaders really 
think about the real po·ition of things 
as they exist at present. 

" As for Labour leader;;;, :;:uch as "\VO 

han· had in the past--with the exception 
of T. J. Rvan-they have heen singu­
larly 1vantirlg in the qualitic~ of true 
sta{Psma,n~hip. Th0y recognised evils 
which their class suffered under, and the 
onlv remedies th<'v could suggest were 
sho~·tcr hour,, better pay, and control of 
the public purse. which would enable 
them to subsidise industries eufficient to 
pay- the basic wage: and ;.·et thev adro­
caic the cPssation of public borrowing, 
especially from ' Isaac Bull ' ; but when 
thPy got into pmvf'r th0y repudiated that 
plank in their platform and supported 
it with another which said ' for repro­
il.ucti"vc works onlv': ancl when 'lf'laac 
Bull ' looked at tiwir performance after 
seven years of government and turned a 
doaf car to their requests for more 
mon0y, thev cursed him for being a 
U'Urious monev-Jr.nclcr, and turned to 
Uncle Sam for 'rf'lief. which was granted, 
much to the relief of a party that still 
·desired to pose as an example for other 
countries to follow. Those leaders talked 
down to the people and are still talking 
clown. 

"The habit of misleading the public by 
talking do\vn to it is reinforced by 
unworthy fears. LPadcrs of thought and 
art.ion tremble at words: manv of them 
he·.itate to tell th~ truth about economic 
principles for fear that some sillv a<s 
will brav the· word 'Renegade' at them; 
and ma.nY of thl'm are afraid to call 
their souis thPir own through fear of 
losing their jobs. 

'' Whr,t is wanted in Australian politics 
to-dav are leaders of thought awl action, 
who \vill not tremble at the thought of 
lo3ing their jobs or positions when 
straight talk is demanded of them; not 
partv allegiance men, who 1vill talk up, 
not down, and immune to fears of being 
deposed by ambitious rivals-such as we 
see in our Federal .Parliament to-day­
and invincible to social or blatant pres­
sure, and loyal to tracli tions of British 
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honesty. for if there is one thing that 
shouldc make us proud of the old country 
it is this: Sh0 has never been known 
to ' smlc ' or repudiate her jmt obliga­
tions in the world of commercialism. 

" Polii ic1ans vdll makf' 1nistakcs~~uch 
are unavoidable: but thev should not 
play a double game, and c if wealth is 
anathema to their supporters. to whom 
they owe their position.', t.hey should 
eitlicr discard their wealth or their posi­
tionsc 

" The politicians and the leaders of 
thought who cater to the different parties 
no\\ in existence may dutch their jobs 
and thPir sncrcss('·y. These are empty 
things and t.ransiPnt things, leading 
nowlwro in the encl. But . direet and 
honest speaking. judged not by the tem­
porary ups and down~ of popularity but 
by th0 longer consPqucnccs, leads to the 
bnd of confidence on which real leader­
ship in action and opinion rcsb.'' 

At 8.28 p.rn., 

Mr. PoLLOCK {artuory), one of the panel 
of Temporary f'hainnon, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Ho~. J. G. A PP EL.: Having road that. I 
dE·ci·dcd to pursue the matter further in the 
columns of that IJaper, which, as I haYe 
already observed, has heen a consistent sup­
porter of the Labour movement. I find that 
Qn 26th August last another article 
,:~ppoar<•d-

'' Cu rsr6, like chickens. come hon1e to 
roost. That is how the Government feels 
the falling due of £25,000,000 of loan 
ll10llPy. 

"The only solace for a defeated Oppo­
-sition i-, to sit and grin and bear it, or 
to indulv,c in disorderlv conduct that one 
miv,ht (.xpcct from ea corrobberie of 
blackfellows. 

"'In the Federal Home. Labourites arc 
squ0aling at being subjC'ctcd to iho gag; 
\\'hile in the local House, they laugh as 
they apply it. 

Then again I road further on-

" Thanks to an inrr0ase of something 
like £127.000 in taxation, £87.156 in land 
returns. £100.320 in the railwavs and 
sundry other things, Qu0ensland only 
shows a deficit of £184.979 for tho vear 
instead of an estimated half a rniliionc 
Hurrah! We shall soon be able to live 
on the interest of what we owec 

" From Stflte enterprises there was a 
revenue of £831.657c against an expendi­
ture of £1.034,881. Frenzied finance! 

" ::\1r. Thcodorc considers that the 
handing over of ihc State GovNnmcnt 
Savings Bank to the Federal Govern­
ment. \vas a fine stroke of business. Mr. 
Barncs savs '='Jo !' To us it looks like a 
piece of ~insanity turning up creditors 
who lo~n us money at 3~ per ccntc and 
borrowmg at 5~ per cent. and perhaps 
7 per cent. 

" If employees' control means what we 
-,ee in their representatives' ~ontrol of 
the publie purse. then we know where 
we ar0. No incn).ase in expenditure is 
opposed by the party in the matter of 
allowances to members. and no curbing 
of extrflvagance in the shape of joy 
trips. It is nothin<; but an orgy of 

f'pending; and while the rnoney lusts the 
present s.vstem of go\"C'l'Il!Ylellt will last. 
And to the disgrace of the Oppoeition, 
its rondernnation of sa1ne is onlv lukc­
"\varm. It 1night be int<~rcsting .· io our 
readers to kno\V thAt whr-n ~n Increase 
of wage.;; \Vas introduced into tho Lower 
Hou~c during the term of the last 
Government, Oppo~ition rncmbf'r:-> who 
opposed it. earwiggod LPgislative Council­
lors to let the Bill pa". 

"A great State! Last year ihe 
revenue of QueNisland was £12.599,403, 
and the expenditure \vas £12,784c382. 

"~cxt vear ::\llr. Theodore expects to 
make n·v~nue and f'xponditnro meet by 
the imposition of a tax on. bookmakers. 
Punters view the poSitiOn with dismay. 

"Whv not an afternoon tea tax? This 
"ould be a national service in ni !JP ing 
a lot of scandal in the bud. 

After perusing the columns. of that paper, 
which has been such a. consistent snpportN 
of the present Administration, I co··clur!Pd 
that the Opposition we;·e absolutely JUStified 
in criticising the a.dmuustra.t"ton and lt'gF­
lation of t.he Government. 

I quito realise the feelings of the leat1'>r. cf 
1 he Governrnent 'vhen h0 penned the ope-rung 
rPrnarks of his Financi 'll Sta tomc'lt -~ 

"Few people. and ccrbinlv not tho e 
who understand anything about public 
finance. will envy the Treacuror his 
position at the present time.'" 

I can have sympathy with the hon. gentleman 
in the 11osition in which he finds lum elf 
to-dav, for he ha" to deal, not 1v1th the t;_tx­
ll'1J"rs of the State of Queensland, bnt. with 
rl'fSOllS whmn he cannot d~;nninatc ~nd \VhO 

have loaned the StaLe the tui,ds >~·h1ch h .vc 
C'nablcd it to cctrrv out its man.v public, works. 
I am one of those who arc of opi'lion th,tt 
any member of the community who b• littles 

. the State, or who will endeavour 
[8.30 p.m.] to hamper the lcad:r of the 

Government when he 1s attmnpt~ 
ing to make lhe best terms he c,m l<n· the 
renewal of those loans, IS a traitor to the 
State. Whilst as a member of the Opposi­
i ion I n1av from my own standpojnt er it iC'lsP 
the adrnillistration and lPgislation of the 
Labour party who at present ct.'llirol the 
a{]'airs of the State, I sa:, t.hat every mwn lwr 
of the community should clo his utmost to 
preserve the faii· name and credit of th 
State, and. despite vvhat hr> may ~on;;-irh•r 
absolute cxtrayagance and misuse of public 
funds, he should endeavour t.o do evor:ct.hing 
in his power to sec that the Governnwnc are 
upheld and that the applica.tion wlcich th'' 
hem. gentleman is about to make ia the old 
countrv js a success. 

Thm:e is ono point to \vhich I would like 
particularly to draw the hon. i{CD1lcman's 
attention. He speaks about the cmburass­
went which has been caused b.v tlw het ihat 
tho~e large loans fall due within such a shon. 
period. It is quite possible that the Tr<''t­
surer of the day in which th0y were arTang-c d 
was in the same position in which the ho''· 
gentleman will find himself when he Rttempts 
to renew them because he will hnve to net 
ur,der the ad~ice of the financid advi,;.r, 
of the Government; and possibly some futnrc 
Treasurer will find himself in o similar 
position to that of the hon. 1!8ntlemo,n, 
olthough perhaps not so favourccblrJ, bc•causo 
although those loans were flo,Ited at under 
par. they wore floated a.t a very lo v rate of 

Hon. J. G. ApJicl.] 
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interC'st-which, unfortunately, we cannot 
obtain upon their renewal. 

The hon. gentlcma·1 and others who have 
spoken on the Govcrn1nent sidP pTldc thrrn­
se:ves on the fa0t that t 1w deficit, inst~ad 
of the l'&timated amount of £576,210. has 
amounted to only £184,979. I confess that I 
cannot follow tht:~ hon. g0ntlema.n or R,nyi.:Jod.:; 
else w.ho has professed to regard wiih satis­
faction that result of the y8ar's opcrat.io~Js. 
I would like to oraw the attcniion of the 
Committee to thn fact that the doficit on 
the operations of the f:;tate entcrrrisPs for 
tho year amounts to no less than ±;203.224. 
or artua.lly £18.245 m{)l'e than is disclosc:d 
L:; the Financial Stat,,nlont as 1 he dcfirit 
iP the ordinar;, accounts. In comrnon ,,-ith 
other members of the Oppositi'm, I have pro­
tested fr_om time to hm<J against ihc ad,:isa­
blhty of any . GovernmC'nt <'ITlbarkin~_; nrcn 
tradmg oper_atwm. bPca11se they are oppr.scd 
to tho -opnuonE' of all pohtic~d PC'Jnnrnist;;;. 
and whenever they have been ttcrun1od th.,-,; 
h<we resulted in Jo,, and failure. - Cert'al;l 
l~TJ.dertaking~, such us great public util1ties 
hke our railways. can be~ more .fl'c·.:tiv<•l 
carried out in a Stato such as Qm•cm1ancl 
L: the Government. but to undet·ta.t'<' th 
business of cattle ~tation-: is ri(lir,tL.us. .i'hl'Y 
are not a flUblic utilitv. It is ow of 1 ho 
rnost hazardous nndcrt';lk1ngs, a;.; ilUS bc/'n 
proved from tirne to tirnc, in \\-h:ch :nn .. -onf' 
eun ernLnrk. It ha-:, in facT:, b•"'tl pl'~Ycd 
by the actual rosu:ts of the• State' stations 
U!lderta.king of th., ]We ''·ut Adrnini.' ,.,. tion. 

Mr. KELSO: ·what about the fish ehops? 
You do not like to talk about th"m. 

HOi·L J. G. APPEL: I do not; ow• is nn 
':'-ample of them all. Here- \- c had th 
State 111 the flrs_t ~!1stanc(_ emb'l.ykinJ a largo 
arnonnt of capttal--:-at fin:t \VItbut1t pnrli~­
rnentary sanct1on-1n an H:Hlc:;_·htklJrC4" in th(~ 
face of ihe protests of the Oppo.,ition. anrl 
~ have rH? doubt again_st. t 1F ir uw)1 juLlgmcnt 
111 sonw In~ranc(\\. and 1n the l'C3nlt ~-e iind 
tl1at those r1rotests. anf~ _the aclvicc• thei1 gi \'t'll 
have been amp!:, JUst,fiod. 

The unfortunate part is that the capit,d 
which ~as been IIIYcsted in thc .. ·c tradim;· 
eJ:terpnscs would lmYe tu,·ncd the ddiclt 
!nto a surplus of .£18,245. I notice 
lTt _connection w1th the expenditure ihat u 
s~tv1ng was effcciccl. iu the votes granted t:J 
tne Depar;ment of l:'ubli? ~Works and Dcpn.rt­
YlJcnt of I ubhc Instruc1wn. That is a fact 
wluch we all deplore. Dill:erent ~peak<·rs-I 
am glad to say ·~rnnc [rorn tho Gon~rnn1ent 
b_Emchcs-havo spoken about the urg0ut nccrs­
Slly for the construction of schools in our 
:uuntry d1stricts. vVe find to-dav in rn&nv 
mstances that development and sC't1'1ument in 
otn: countr:,~ districts is delayed and rcbcTdeJ 
C•Wlng to the fact that it is impo55ible to 
obtam schools. As has been pointed out b, 
d:ffercnt speakers. the Department of l'ublic 
Instruction and the hon gentleman adminis­
tcnng. that department are invariably svm­
rathebc to the requests of those who cl<'sire 
tins ncccssa.ry accommodation for the s.tke of 
thf> children; bat, unfortunately, ono or two 
years may elapse after the approval for the 
erection of a school before that school is 
erected .. Even in the district which I repre­
sent, owmg to the nature and the natural 
features of the country, settlement is retarded 
and delayed be_cause '?f the impossibility of 
gdtmg sc,hools m the mfferent sections o± thu 
electorate. That applies to ma-n;- other 
electorates. I would like to impress upon 
the hon. gentleman who controls the public 

[lion. J. G. Appel. 

purse that it lies entirely with him to say 
whether a sufficient amount of money shall 
be provided for these necessary works or not. 
There are schools in the Logan portion of 
the Albert electorate which were constructed 
fifty years ago. They were constructed to 
meet the requirements of those days, and 
they were considered proper buildings as 
schools in those days. To-day they are out­
of-date. They are insanitary, and the light­
ing is such that it has affected the eyesight 
of the children. The buildings are abso­
lutely unsuitable for present-day require­
ments. 

The TREASURER : The schools are in a better 
condition now than when you were in the 
...---\dministration. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: The hon, gentleman 
is abeolut0ly incorrect when he says tha-t, 
and it is just as well, in view of that state­
ment, to point out that, when the Govern­
ment claim that they have spent more on 
the erection of schools than any other 
Administration, that the cost of construction 
has been increased owing to the conditions 
under which thos-e schools are constructed. 
It is absolutely incorrect for the Government 
to claim that thev haYe con··tructed more 
schools. I admit that they have spent more 
en the construction of schools, but the con­
struction of one school now costs as much as 
the cost of erecting three schools in 1914. 
That is due to the Government's method of 
carrying out the work. 

l\fr. HAH'£LEv: VVe have built four schools 
where you built one in 1914. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: That does not apply 
so f>tr as my electorate is concerned. 

JY1r. HAHTLEY: You want a school near 
every cow-baiL 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: That possibly applies 
in electorates represented by Government 
mf'112berd, but, unfortunately, it does not 
apply in connection with e!Pctorates repre­
scnied by the Opposition. Why should the 
children in the electorates represented by 
m0mbers of the Oppoc<ition oo penalised be­
cause they arc repre,ented by members of 
the Opposition? 

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Do you 
suggest that they are penalised? 

HoK _ J. G. A PPEL: I hope they are not; 
I ask why they should be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC VVORKS : I say 
that thev arc not. The children in the 
electorates repres<'nted by Oppositio.n mem­
bers ha Ye more need of schools. (Government 
laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I cannot follow the 
hon. gentleman in that, because the electo­
rates represented by Government members 
contain a smaller population than the 
electorates represented by members on this 
side. There are electorates represented by 
hon. members opposite which contain only 
4,000 people. I do not know of any electo­
rate represented by hon. members on this 
,,idc in which the population does not exceed 
8,000. I consider that the argument of the 
hon. gentleman, if it is an argu!llent, is 
absolutely founded on a false basis. 

The THEASURER : Do you not sec the nec--c;s­
sity for greater enlightenment in Opposition 
electorates? (Government laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I think thorA is con­
,, id er ably more necessity for greater enlighten­
ment in the electorates represented by Go­
vernment members. \¥henever hon. members 
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on this side plead the necc,sities of the 
children they are met with these c.hcap jibes 
that have fallen not only from memb,•r:-: of 
the front Government bench but also from 
the lips of other Gov, rnment members. I 
appeal onco more to the Treasurer to :tttend 
to this urgent work in connection with the 
construction of new schools and in tho 
~·pmodelling and rebuilding of the old schools 
m my electorate and others that 1 have 
indicated. I appeal to the Tre~surer 
as lcad0r of the Government, and to 
the Secretary for Public Works, who has 
charge of the administration in connection 
with the erection of schools, the former to 
make available the necessary funds, and the 
latter to see that the schools that are 
approved of by the Department. of Public 
Instruction, not only in my dist,·ict but in 
all other country districts, are carried out at 
the earliest opportunity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : My 
department is spending more money in your 
electorate than in any other five electorates. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You are making a 
very good profit out of it. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS: No. 

HoN .. J. G. AP PEL: You are getting profit 
that the department knew nothing· about and 
whiCh I brought under its notice in connec­
tion with that particular land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: I do not 
refer to that particular job; I refer to 
other jobs. 
Ho~. J. G. APPEL: \:Yhich other jobs? 
The Sl\CRETARY FOR PuBLic LANDS : Road 

jobs. 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: I hope that is so. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS : I ··ay 

that 've are spending n1oro ruoney in vour 
electorate than in any other five clecto;ates 
in Queensland. 
Ho~. J. G. APPEL: Through the :Ylain 

Roads Board. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcDLIC LAXDS · Out of 

the Commonwealth grant. \Vhat are you 
growling about? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL I am very glad t<l 
hear that, and I thank the hon. gentleman 
for coming to the assistance of the local 
authorities who have made these requests 
and in whose areas these works are urgently 
required. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDb It shows 
that the Government are not actuated bv a 
desire to spend money only in electorates 
represented by Government members. 

Ho:-~. J. G. APPEL: I am not suggesting 
that, but urge that there should be no 
discri1nination. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You did 
a few minutes ago. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I said I hoped that 
it was not so. On the assurance that the 
hon. gentlem_an ha' given, and if I can get 
some schools constructed which have been 
approved, I shall bo perfectly satisfied that 
it is not the intention of the Government to 
spend all the money in electorate' repre­
sented by hon. members opposite. I am only 
pleading that consideration be given, because 
I take it that the leader of the Government 
is natur;•Jly desirolls of seeing settlement in 
our couutry districts. He knows as well as I 
do that the lack of school accommodation has 
jr~ manv instanc:~..J retarded such settlement. 
I am simply pleading for those settlers and 

for those children to whom it is so necessary 
that educational facilities 'hould be afforded. 
The Treasurer states that savings have been 
effected in several departments, and one sav­
ing effected is in connection with the subsidy 
paid to the Ambulance Brigade. It is to be 
regretted that the Treasurer has found it 
necessary to decrease the subsidy paid to the 
Ambulance Brigade, because, in our country 
districts. the ambulance has done great work 
indeed so far as thA selectors are concerned, 
especially those who arc living far away 
from raihvay comrriunication, in many places 
in almost inacces·-iblc situations. The know­
ledge of the existence of the Ambulance 
Brigade has been a matter of great moment 
and comfort to them. The work that has 
been carried out efficiently by the brigade 1n 
everY cC'ntro of the State justifies an increase 
rethcr than a decrease in the subsidy. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNA~: If they have all they 
want, why give them more? 

HoN .• J. G. A PPEL: That is the same old 
ans,yer that is always given by the present 
Govcrn1nent. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: The hospitals want 
money more than the Ambulance Brigade. 
Ho~. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 

has ah; a vs claimed for his Government and 
party that they., above all other things, con­
sider the intcre,ts of the poorer members of 
the conununity. 
GovERN~IENT MDIBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hon. F. T. BRENXAN: 'The hospitals want 

money more than they do. 
Ho~. J. G. APPEL_: Then the hon. gentle­

man does not propose to do what is necessary 
for the hospitals. 

Hon. F. T. BREXNAN: Yes. 
HoN. J. G. Al:'PEL: When the present 

Administration were in opposition, the hos­
pitals and schools were always kept up to 
elate. but thev criticised the Government of 
the day and said they did not do enough. 
Th0y were sent to the Treasury benches, 
according to their own showing, to do better 
th'm was ever done before, yet they have not 
done so. 

Hon. F. 'T. BRENNAN: Look at the condi­
tions of the nurses as an example. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You have also effected 
saYings in the Police Force and in the staff 
of the prisons. The hospitals are under­
staffed; the police and prison services are 
undermanned. 

Hon. F. T. BREXXAN: There are less crimi­
nals abol.\l. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The Government were 
sent there, on their own showing, to see that 
such savings should not take place. The line 
of argument ado!Jted by the hon. gentleman 
does not appeal to me. I cannot see the 
reason why, in connection with these matters 
where the health and comfo,·t of th0 poorer 
and humbler me- nbcrs of the community are 
concerned, this cconom:v should be practised. 
The Government have always claimed th1,t 
thcv are above every other Administration. 
in ·the c·are of that class representing the 
\\or!wrs and humbler members of t.he com­
munity, yet. when a reduction is to be made, 
that is the class which suffers. I can only 
regret it, and hope wiser counsels w1!1 
prm·ail. 

The Treasurer speaks in connection with 
the Loan Fund of the amount of money 
invested over the counter in connection with 
the issue of debentures. While I am glad to 

Hon. J. a. Appnl.,1 
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see evidence of confidence in the State, it is 
not a good thing that such a large amount 
of capital should be withdrawn from the 
commerce, business, and industry of the State 
and so investee!, because with our limited 
population it naturally follows, when such an 
amount of money is invested in a State loan 
free of taxation, that money is withdrawn 
from our industries and business and from 
the busine,s of the State The policy of the 
present Administration has resulted in the 
building up of large monopolistic concerns, 
thn wiping out of the smalier business man, 
and the throwing of the whole of the business 
into the hands of the larger concerns, which 
are able to obtain large capital. If we take 
Brisbane, for instance, we find evidence of 
that. The smaller man with a staff of two 
or three is disappearing, and has disappeared 
in many instances. \Ye f-ind largo concerns, 
with a large amount of capital, building up 
story on story and increasing their stocks. 
The whole of 'the business is being centred 
in the larger roncorns, with the result that 
the opportunity is being taken from a largf' 
number of smaller men of ri··ing from the 
rar>ks. That is " fact to b., deplored. The 
,.!feet of the State enterprises has been to 
shut up a large nnmber of the smaller con­
corns which cOuld not carrv on busine&3 in 
competition '' it)1 the State.· Many men who 
otherwise would have every op;-'ortunit7 of 
improving their position, eventually becoming 
able to carry on business on a larger scale, 
aro to-day sitnply acting as assistants in 
those largo concerns in which the whole of 
the business in different lines is being 
centred. It is a matter to be deplored, more 
especially when it is the effect of the 
administration and the legislation of a party 
who, above all others, claim not to repre­
sent the wealthy and the monopolist, but 
the humbler portion of the community. I 
have no hesitation in saying that by this 
administration and legislation they are build­
ing up those largo monopolistic concerns 
whic:h to-day we have in evidence in nine, 
and probably very shortly twel 1 e-storied, 
buildings in Brisbane. 

Then· is a lack of breadth in connection 
with the provisions of obtaining advances 
under tho State Advances Corporation Act. 
I will cite a case which I desire to bring 
under the notice of the loader of the Govern­
ment. It is a case that occurred on the 
Currurnb1n. ..._L\_ con1pany was registL'n'd in 
Queensland, with its otlice in Qucrnsland, 
and its shar('holdcrs residing in NPw South 
\Vales, for the purpose of cutting up and 
selling an area Df land on the L)lpPr Currum­
bin, which \Vas pun•hasod Dn t,i:ne-payrncnt 
b;. a number of small men, with the object of 
putting it under banana and fruit culti.-ation. 

At 9 p.m., 
The CHA!R}TAN (Mr. Kirwan, Bris!mnc) I'C­

sumed the chair. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: They ckared and 
planted the land and made other improve­
•nents. Thev no,,· find that there is no 
possihility o( their obtaining title, from the 
vendors. Inquiry shows that the vendors, a 
public company, have gone into liquidation, 
and that the property is held by one of the 
banks in New South Wales for advances made. 
These unfortunate men, owing to the smallne" 
of their holdings and to the fact that they 
are unable to obtain their title•· from the 
beck in New South \Vales, are unable to 
obtain advances from the State Advances 
fOorporation, and they do not know where to 
tl..1''ll. 

(Hon. J. G. Appel. 

Hon. F. T. BREN::-IAN: It is an Australian 
bank. vVon't it give thorn a chance? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That is what I am 
endeavouring to arrange. There should be a 
broa·dening in connection with our own State 
Ad' ances Corporation whereby a matter like 
this could be dealt with and settlers like 
this could be benefited and allowed to ;;et 
their living. The settling of these small 
areas of land is going to solve our problem of 
land settlement, and people should be able 
to obtain assistance from the Government, 
and should not have to crawl round and appo~l 
to a monetary institution. I desire to brin=6 
this under the notice of the present Adminio<­
tration. Possiblv any big man would receive 
assistance from the State, but because these 
men are small men the·, are left destitute. 
I arn plcading~not accuSing the Adrnlnistra­
tion--that they should broaden the provi~ions 
governing advance<;;:, so that in a case of this 
kind these unfortunate men will be able to 
go to the State and obtain the ncce,sat'Y 
assistanue to enable them to secure these 
holdings on which the~, have settled, and 
which th-y probably stand to lose if nu ae,is­
tancc is forthcoming. \Vhat bettPr s!'ttlers 
can we have than those on the land? 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: '''as 'lot 
the slump m prices responsible for this 
distrPss? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I know that the Scc­
retarv for Ag-riculture is always sympathetic 
to the small man; I am indebted to his services 
in finding wat<'r for the small '-ettlers in my 
district. The fact that these holdings are so 
small and that these men have not their titles 
is the bar which stands in the way of their 
getting advances from the State. 

Dealing with the question of immigration, 
we all admit that it is absolutely necessary 
that this g-reat State of ours should lJe 
increased in population; but I trust that the 
Premier will uso the greatest discrimination 
in choosing the Jlf'rsoils he brillgs here so that 
we shall not bring in men to compete in trades 
which are already oYcrcrowdcd, but men who 
are JHCpe~red to go immediately on the land. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Hear, 
hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: We do not want to 
add to the congestion of our cities and centres 
of population. We want men who will go 
directly to the land and sbrt operations. [n 
this connection I wish to draw attention to the 
following report which appeared in the 
"Courier" this morning:-

" A TouGu LoT. 
"Il\HIIGRANTS WITH A BAD NAME. 

"IV hat the' Hobson's Bay' is Brin,qing. 
" Perth, 27th August. 

" Some of the passengers by the 
'Hobson's Bay,' whi~h nrriYed her-e yPster­
da:,.. are a strange-looking crowd disg·uised 
as imn1igrants. Respectable pa~-.;('ng·ers 
sav these creatures had most dirty habits, 
deplorable table manners, and generally 
must have been 'dragged up' from birth. 
There had been an unprecedented amount 
of thieving on board the ' Hobson's Bay' 
during the voyage, and, right.l"<:~ or 
wrongl~r, this particular contingent got 
the full credit for it. This morning a 
number of them had b:ack eyes. evidently 
having had a freo fight last night before 
becoming Australians. At Colombo 
several wore arrested on charges of steal­
ing from the natives, and it is believed 
thac the captain paid the fines. None o{ 
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them were for ·west ern Australia, and 
iocal shore officials hea,·ed a heavy sigh oi 
relief on leaming the fact that Queens­
land \Vill have its hands full for the while, 
as some of them intend to land at 
Brisbane.'' 

I take it that that is not the type of in.mi­
grant or settler who will be of any benefit 
to our con1nrnnit... 1 urge the Prmnicr to 
see that whoever is rCJsponsiblo for the selec­
tion of irnrnigrants of this class wrll take 
care that in future a different t:,.pe is selected 
-a type pn•parcd to go on the land and 
assist in the development of the, State. 
Reference has been made bv different 
~·pcakL~rs to our railways. I have ah\ ays 
contended that our raj} waY:: should, as far 
a8 possible, outside 0f the quo3tion of policy, 
be left entirely under the administration of 
vvbocvcr rr1a~' be appointul for that purpose; 
that no political interference should take 
place, and that such head "hould he· pcrmittcrl 
to havo the full ('(_ ntrol a11tl managen1ent uf 
the railvYan. I admit that what fell from 
the lips o( the hon. member for Bremer this 
afternoon W<.h a disagreeable surprise to mo, 
and, 1 take' it, to hon. members on both 
sides of the House. I refer to the statements 
he made as to the way operations are being 
conducted in our rail way work~hops. I take 
jj~ that, cornlng from a. supporter of the 
Government. due weight wili be placed upon 
those statements. Poesibly, had they como 
from members of the Oppmition thev would 
have bPpn Jiscountenanced. l regret very 
much indeed to hear them, because, if tho 
business is conducted in that way, it is cer­
tainly not to the ad \'antage of the depart­
ment or of the State. It has been stated 
that the conditio11 of tho priuuu; producers 
in connection with the carrying of their pro­
duce is [Jotter now than it was under the pw­
vious Adn1inistration, but there is ono thing 
I should certain!~ like to have an explanation 
upon. I lind in the last report of the Com­
missioner for H.ailway;, on page 215, that 
in the year 1913-1914 the amount of produce', 
including ;;:ugar-cane, carried by the Rai1-
way Department tot 1lled 830,738 tons, aHd 
the freight n venue which was received on 
account of that produce, amounted to 
£244.890, or an a\·erage rate 0f 5s. lld. per 
ion. I looked this matter up, in view of the 
fact ih:ct Lon. members sitting on the 
Government side of the House had stated 
that no increase in freights had been made 
in connection with primary produce. 

The TREASl'RER: No increase since when? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Since they came into 
power, or only a snutll incrca~e. 

The TBK<SL:RF.R: That statement has not 
been made from this side-a smaller increase 
than in the other States. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I wanted to ascertain 
what the mcrectso was I followed the thing 
out, and I found that for the year 1920-1921 
the amount of produce carried, including 
sugar-eo no, totalled 843,925 ions, and the 
freight charged and received by the Railway 
Department amounted to £421,912, or an 
average ratu of 9s. lld. per ton. 

The TRE.ISl"RER: There mav have been a 
longer haulage in that yea;·. ' 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That is an increase 
Df 4s. pet· ton-nearly double-since the pre­
sent Adminictt·ation came into power. 

The TBEASCRER: \\'hat is the use of those 
figures without taking the e.verage haulage? 

Ho:;. J. G .. APfEL: I give the figures in 
tlw ConnnlSSloner s rPport. 

The TR!·:As FRER : In tho last Year the 
avprag0 hanlago rnav h.-tvo boOn much 
groa ter than in the J-JrSt year. 

Ho;-.;. J. G. APPEL: I cannot go outside 
the rt'port. Thr Connnissioncl' averages the 
,·,hole, and that is how it "orks out. Under 
the provions Adrninistration the avorago rate· 
"a' 5s .. lld .. pl'r ton, whi!e under the present 
AdJnun:::tration, '<Vho cla1m the"";' have n1ade 
Lut a slight increa~e, the U\ Prage rate is 
9s. lld. JlCr ion, or 4s. per ton increase. 

The 'l'BE~SCRER: The Commissioner also 
gjves the percentage increa~e. 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL : Strange to ;ay, he 
did not giYe it in the last instance. 

The TRE.ISURER: H<' gives it in his report. 

Ho:-.r. J. G. APPEL: ApparPntlv he did 
not feel oufficicntly proud of the large 
11JCl'l'US8. 

The TBEASrHER: What is the hon. mem­
b~r'" assortion-t.hat there has been a 50 per 
cent. increase? 

Ho;-.; J. G. APPEL: I say that is tho 
average increase. according to the Com­
H.tissioner' s rcpo1t. 

The Tm:.;suRER: You must take the 
aYerage haul. 

Hox. ,J. G. APPEL: All I know is that 
the train miles run in the yLar 1913-1914 
tnialled 11,346.334, while in .1920-1921 the 
train miles run amounted to 10,735,723, or a 
decrease of 610,611 miles. 

The TREASUHER: 'l'hat is not all agricul­
tural produce. 

HoN. ,J. G. A PP EL: There is really a 
decrease in the train Ini!es run, but an 
i11crease in the freight rate of 4e. per ton. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member should 
get the average r:1te charged to-duy, as com­
par~d with the rate charged in 1914. Sup­
posmg thoro wcro 500,000 tons of cane 
houled 50 miles further than in 1914, that 
>Y'ould affect the average. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I would be verv glad 
if the hon. gentleman could show th~t the 
difference has arisen in that "ay. I am 
taking the figures '" lhe.v appear in the 
report, and we cannot get away from the 
fact that the average increase since the 
pn ~ent Adrninistration hav-e been in power 
is 4s. per ton. 

The TRE.\Sl:RER: :\"'ot a lPss haulage. The 
tr 'in n1jlcs include passenger trains. 

Ho;-.;. J. G. APPEL: \Ye cannot get away 
frorn tho.je figures, IYhich arnount to this­
that the men who grew this produce hove had 
to pay 4s. per ton more than they paid when 
the preYious Administration wore in power. 

The TREASCRER: I defy vou to show or 
proYe that we haH' charged 4s. per ton more 
on any kind of ngricultural produce. 

Ho;-.;. ,J. G. APPEL: We can only take 
the average. The TrC'asurer may try as 
much as he li 1<c·, to discount these figures, 
but they are tho flgurpq given by the 
Commissioner for R:1ilways. 

There is another matter to "hich I wcmld 
like to draw "tt0ntion. \Ve hear a gr<'<t 
deal about what ihe present Administntion 
b,:ve done in con:nr;_tion with the construe· 
lion of rail wet:~ s; but, after all is said and 
done, i.Vhat have they done? Thu~; have 
been carrying out a policy which wacc laid 

Hon. J. G. Appel.l 
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down by the previous A_dn1inistration. How 
do()S their construction of raihvays con1parc 
with the construction of railway, under the 
prcYious Administration" Taking the report 
of lhe Comnlissioner fol' Raih\·ays once n1orc, 
we find that in the vear 1913-14 there were 
new sections of raiiways open for traffic 
amounting to 287 miles, while in the year 
1920-21 there were new sec1 ions op-·'1ed 
~.rnounting to 67 miles. That is the great 
ircreasc in construction of railwa .·' bv the 
pr<•s<•nt Administration that we hear so 'much 
about. I am quite willing, as I han? indi­
cated on different occ:lsions, to t:;'iY ~ ar1v 
Administration full credit for what they arc 
dt)ing for the benefit of the comruunit,v and 
for the advancemenj. of the State. Bilt in 
reply to hon. members who g-o round and 
claim credit for all that has been done, I 
ask this: Who established the l:nivcrsity 
of Qucemland 'i Who built the Tcchmcc;l 
Cullegc in the grounds adjoining J)1rli ,rnent 
House? \Y.ho carried out and constructecl 
dw rnany great scholastic buildi:1g5 in thP 
S1ate? 

The HO~fE SECRETARY: \Vc did it. ILavgh­
t<'r.) 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: At one centre in mv 
(~lf'ctorote I ''a handed a list of t_'nactment'~ 
vd1ich it \vas stated had been brough-.: in by 
tLc present Administration. The:. wrnt b.<ck 
f:r a period of h\ c~1ty years, artd amcHigst 
tLen1 V\Tas nca1·1v CYerv rncasure tl1at I had 
in~roduced my elf. It appClll'"d as if no 
Administration prior to the present G(lYCl"Tl­
ment had done anvthing for the community­
hnd done not.hin~: for ~u1l'ering huma!;:t~T· 
All I can cay is that. on tlw ,ame ratio, the 
['l't''-'C'llt Adminlstration are doing lcs3 thnn 
past .._\_dn1inJstrations. and I an1 sorry for it. 

The bell indic"ted th:.t the hon. member's 
time ha.d e--cpit·cd. 

Mr. \YI?\STA::'-ILEY (Queen ton): It is 
qnite eYid£'nt the hon. rr1ornbcr who has j n~t 
l'P~urned his Sf',tt i.Vould not LaYc had anv­
thing to critiri:-c the Guvcrnrnent. abnut. had 
it not been for i_hc fact that he l1ru bec:JJ 
rpading the "Patriot"; and, had he not 
read the two articles from it, even the 
:Plinor criticism -..ve have:; had frun1 him to­
Light would have be-m irnpa1rcd. If what 
v ,, ha Ye listened to during the pn .;ent d0bate 
i~ the mcJst 'OVere erit.icis1n thllt crrn b~ 
urged ag-a iust thr~ pro ,,~ut Govcr!ln1ent, no 
one need lose any sleep on that a.c.cnunt. I 
l:'!ve listened witl1 a great deal of interest 
to the debate. and it seems to me that, 
iEstead of criticising the adrninistru.tion of 
dw Uovcrnrnent. quite a number of hon. 
rnen1bcrs opposite have been endeaYDu'-·ing to 
try to convince the public that, in<tead of 
being in oppo--ition, they ought to be on the 
Gm·crnmcnt side of the House. Therp ha.s 
la~cn quite an array of iigurt~s quot(!d tn sh0w 
that they, and not members on this side, 
r,n, the representatives of the people. Them 
hnve been qnitl~ a nurnber of ,. figure-fakers" 
''ho have dealt with election reoults, and 
I tve enr:.caYoured to prove that, if every­
lhmg was as it ought to be an.-J as thcv 
would like it to be, they would be on thi-s 
side in possession of the r~ereasurv benches 
whi1e we \lould be in opposition. ·After nll 
that has been said and that can be s1id. the 
fact remains that under the Const.ituhon of 
Queensland there arc seventy-two constitu­
encies in the State, and the con'ltitucncie'l 
hrtvc returned a majority of mor;tbcr, to 
this side. After all that has been sa.id a bout 
figures and about the juggling which hon. 

[Hun. J. G. Appel. 

rr:embcrs oppo,ite alleg-.: took place in con­
n<'ction with the redistribntion of 'cnts, the 
f[lct remains that the Labour Govornn1ent 
are on the Trea"nry benches, while rnembers 
opposite arc sitting- in the eold sh,td··-; of 
''pposi Lion, h(•re they arc likely to remain 
for sornE' t.ime to comP. There \\·ill ccrtainlv 
have to be radical chan~·es in thojr platfor1;1 
as well as in their methods before thcv arc 
l1kely to get ou this ,jd, of the Hon,c. ·Hon. 
!llcmborc opposite stated Jhat bnt for the 
l'l'distribution of sE:ats tnar:y hon. rnornlwrs 
on this side, including myself. would nut 
have been returned. xou never know whfit 
tbc result o£ an election is going to be until 
rho fig-ures fll'L up. au<l I appreci~.t t.'lw fact 
that I am still the hon. member for Qneen­
ton in spite of the prophecies 1Yhicl1 -..yc•rv 
made and of the efforts that were made to 
pl·cvent me h·orn cmning back. ();!p of the 
rt·asons ~,vhy hon. n1ernber~ opposit:.) arP in 
opposition and are 1ikPly to rcin'lin thel'C 
is bee 1use they have really got no principlc~­
ihe"'\' have got nothing worthy of the It<nne 
of a policy-and, instead of heing a United 
pnrty, t.hcy arc the very opposite. It is not 
necessary to take notice altogether of what 
is said on this "ide, but ihi~ iJ what the hor1. 
rnembcr for DalLy saiJ. abont some Ovpo~i~ 
tion nH~mbers during t.hn election ran1paign, 
as rcvortt)d in the " Brisbane ConriPr " of 
nth ~\.pril last-

" Mr. Vowlcs briefly traced the history 
of the party, which wa form ·d in 1920, 
and added : ' 'vV c ha vc had 1dditious to 
and dr>f('Ctions frorn our ranks duri~1g the 
past fev, months. For o:Jc se ... :"ion 
l\1e·~srs. Green tTo-..ynsvi1le) and Jone~ 
(Kcnnedy). of thr Korthern Country 
parb,-, joined up "\Yith ns on a cot~!mon 
pln.tform. J\lessrs. l'cter,on, Flrtcher, 
ar1d Elphinstonc renounced tbcir pa.riics 
to jo1n forces with us. It -..vas SlllJ~l •.Tcry 
eYid~nt that the -'~cceptance of oom0 of 
these neweon1er::, to tbe r'lnk~ of th0-
Couniry party waf: a rnjstake. The tran­
quility of the party was eo m; anti dis­
turbed bv studied etfo1·t to undc•nn'i~lo its. 
principleS, and the climax arose -whc:1 ;t 

pa.rty known as tht' L~nitcJ p:1~·t~7 \vas 
b10ught into being, compo,erl chief!] of 
tho disgruntled members of th" Cm:ntr.\ 
party and the whoL• of the Na:iomli~t 
members in the Huuse. Some of thos' 
'"ho have scccderl frorr1 our l'ank lHLVf' 

had the decency to resign. OI;]J,crs hang 
on. inclndlng one -..vho -..vas l'CC]W'stccl to 
send in his resignation a.s a Inerubcr of 
the Country ;m rh, and they nov- pose 
as '' the Country party win.[{ " nf the 
so-called L:nitcd nartv. I re!er to Jhese 
n1att,,.2<r;o; in orde1: t.-J~ Pnter 1ny pnJJ·ei;t 
against their action and to lr;t the people 
of Queensland kuow that the o:ll:.- true 
Countrn pn rt rrprcsentativc.:;; are those 
contestmg- thi' elc"'tion with the <'ntlor~e­
ment of the Primary Troduc~r"' L:nion.' ., 

think it must be patent· to anybody with 
half an eye that, if that kind of 

[9.30 p.m.] thing goes on, hon. members 
opposite will really not deserve 

the name of a party at all; the unfortunate 
thing about it is that the public of Queend­
land, instead of being wide awake to their 
mana:mvres, ma:.- be led astray. Fortunately, 
at the last election they were wide awake, 
and thev returned this party with a further 
indication of their confidence. 

The leader of the Opposition on one m­
two occasions has' had something to say lTh 
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reference to the weakness of secondary indus­
tries in Queen<land, and ha" lamer1ted the 
fact that Queensland is so far behind the 
other States. As a matter of fact, QuPens· 
land has always been a long way behind. 
She is more a primary-producing State than 
a State with great secondary industries, for 
the sinmle rcawn that she was later in the 
field, arid is a much younger State and has 
a smaller population scattered over a wi·der 
area than other States; consequently primary 
industries have been more productiYe and 
geNerally more beneficial than manufacturing 
indmtrics. \Vheel we get more population, 
no doubt secondary industries _will. follow in 
their natural order. The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat expressed the 
opinion that it was much better to settle 
people on the land than to have them con­
gested in tho city. I quite agree with him. 
The factory system is not an unmixed bless­
ing. \Vhen you know the conditions under 
which factorv workers have been reared in 
the past ancf tho kind of life that they have 
lod, you have : .. :Jme hesitation in ·desiring to 
bring that system into Queensland. I know 
the disabilities and disadvantages and dis 
agreeableness under which many of the people 
wad{ in factories compared with the lives of 
people who work in the open, There is nD 
doubt that during the w ..tr they got a better 
class of soldier in the countn districts ::Jf 
great Britain than in the industrial centres, 
where eycrybody was living under congested 
and insanitary conditions, just as for a similar 
reason the men from Australia were infinite! y 
better than men from older countries. Vic­
tcria, to which we are often pointed as a kind 
of model, has had its population in the rural­
distric:~ graduall.v dwindling and concen­
trating in the big eitie,, Becau··e people 
want to live in the cities they enter secondary 
indmtries; but, after all. city life is not so 
whoksome or so b0neficial in the long run 
as life in the country. The total urban popu­
lation of V1etoria amount:s to about 990,753, 
or 64.7 per cent. of the total population-of 
which 51 per cent. is in :Melbourno-whilst 
the rural population is 540,927, or only 35.3 
per cent. In 1911, 187,773 persons were work­
ing in secondary industries in Victoria, whilst 
in 1921 the number had increased to 233,245. 
In 1911 the number engaged in primarF 
mdustries was 144,384, and in 1921 147.000, 
an increase of only 3,000 in ten years. ·what 
has b"en resp,msible for those facts? The 
real cause at the bottom of that state of 
affairs is the land monopolv which has talwn 
place to a large extent jn ~Victoria. During 
the past thirty vears there has been such an 
aggregation of land into largo estates that 
quite a number of Victorians have come to 
place' like Queensland, where land is aYail­
able and they can get an opportunity of 
-doing son1ething for themselves. From an 
all-round standpoint, I think that the Govern­
ment, in taking steps to s0ttle people on the 
land in the Burnett and Callidc valle;·s, and 
cYen on the Palmersl on lands of which we 
have heard so much, are doing infinitely 
better for the country and the people who 
are here and the p0ople "ho are likely to 
come her<' than by letting others go tax free 
in order that they may start industries prac­
tically before they arc wanted. There seems 
to be an i·dca that, although we are a federa­
tion, and although we pose not only as 
Queemlanders but also as Australians, we 
nevertheless ought to endeavour to show our 
superiority to and get the better of other 
parts of the Commonwealth. 

After all, if our secondary indusUies are 
centred, as they alwa, s will be centred and 
must be cpntrcd, in the largr' centre'' o£ 
population-that is to say, if all the things 
we need arc m:rnufaotured in Sydney or 
:\Iclbournc-thon good luck to them for the 
present. With the population in Queensland, 
scattered as it is over such a large area, it 
is not reasonable nm' could it be expected 
that \\e could produce all we nee·d from the 
manufacturing standpoint. I doubt whether 
it would be profitable for us to do so at the 
pres0nt ·time. I do think that what the 
Government arc doing in the direction of 
making land available in the State for the 
people "ho want to go on that land is 
infinitely better and wi"S<'l' than trying to 
foster secondary industries, which, according 
to hon. members opposite, haYo to be held 
up and propped up because they are not 
able to stand on their own feet. For that 
reason I think the Goyernment are to be 
commanded for. their action in attempting 
to settle people on the land and increase 
production in that direction which will bene­
fit not onlv individuals themselves but will 
benefit the· whole State. 

I listened to what has been said bv hon. 
members opposite in reference to the 
administration of the GoYernment and to 
the Goyernment proposals as set out in the 
Financial Statement. Amonfist others I 
listened to the Iron. member for Enoggera, 
who se•'Il!S to have the idea that it does not 
matter very much what. he says, but that, so 
long as lrc says it in a loud enough tone 
and uutkL'S enough noise, it 1nust carry 
":-ight. I am not sure whether he is really 
able to cli~tinanish sense from sound or not. 
It seems to ;,1e that, vchen he is speaking, 
verv often he is not able to do so. I would 
ren;ind him that the most powPrful forces 
are 11ot th" noisy ones, but the most powerful 
~rP tlw ::;ilc-nt and qniLt forrc . ..:.;. Jip 1nade 
qnito a number of statements in his speech 
thP ·Other night; but, when you come to look 
into tlL'm and rnakc a fpw inquiries, you 
can onlv 'ome to the conclusion that they 
are not 'true. I ha ye no objection to a per­
son haviug a simple mind if it is a good 
thing. 

::\Ir. Fm: You should have Christian 
sympathies. 

::\11-. \YI:\'STANLEY: A man with a 
sin1ple mind should have some regard for 
the truth. Quite a number of statements 
that tlw hon. member made will not boar 
aiJal .-i~. ThcrP are a ntunbcr of Inctnbers 
opp(;~ite "vho are not ycry 1nuch concerned 
about \vhc'thf'r a. thing- is true or not, .3o long 
a.;, they gPt son1cthing jn. 

Mr. EDW.\RDS: That applies to hon. mem­
bers oppo .,i to. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Thcv think that 
whf'n it goes ant to the public the public 
will read it and sav that it was not con­
tradicted, and, thm·cfore, it must be accurate. 
Thr hon. member for Herbert had made an 
exceptionally good speech, and had made 
some r·eference to income tax. The hon. 
member for Enoggera, in replying to that 
particular matter, said-

" The hon. member for Herbert used 
it as a good argument that this State is 
[Jrogro.ssing under Labou1~ adininistra­
tion. If that argument holds good, why 
is it that Queensland to-day is spending 

Mr. Winstanley.] 



718 Supply. [ASSE;'IIBLY.J Supply. 

JWr head of the population a lessor 
a1nount of loan moncv-in some in­
stances 50 11er cent. less::_than the othN 
States? For the simple reason that the 
GovBrmnent have recklessly spent money 
and put it into non-returning invest­
ments." 

You would naturally expect that a GovBrn­
ment who are spending recklessly would 
spend more rather than less than other 
States. 

Mr. KERR: Not at all. 

Mr. WINSTA:-\LEY: vVhat are the actual 
faets in this con!IL'ction? I will quote the 
figuros showing th" expenditure per head 
from loan JtlOm'y in the dilferent States. 
Lot me preface that by •-aying that, apart 
from the merits or demerits of loan expendi­
ture, whether it is a good thing to spend 
mLich loan money or little loan monev is 
decided very largely by circumstance·'· s"ome 
people do not need to spcud loan money, 
\\hibt others have the need to spend that 
money. These are thD actual facts in cDn-
11C'('tinn \\i1h loa!t t':\:th_'uJitun.: }Jl'l" head frorn 
1916-1917 to 1920-1921-

----------;----.,------------.----

Year. N.S.W. Vie. 
--------··-··- -------

Qld. -l~s:_· - W.~-1.. 'l'as. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1916-17 3U () 1 H ll 
1917-18 2 6 \) 1 7 0 
1918-19 2 0 0 2 0 10 
1019-20 4 6 -! 5 1 2 
lJ20-21 7 (I 7 7 2 

£ s. d. 
I 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
3 611 4 2 0 ~ 15 \) ~ 8 8 
:l 1:l 2 I 311 0 3 8 g :! li 5 
3 17 7 4 7 8 3 7 2 16 8 
611 0 7 3 2 8 2 8 6 11 1 
5 13 0 314 4 7 16 4 1:! 5 11 

£lU 6 6 £17 9 2 £24 8 £22 8 2 £:!5 e 3 I £26 14 9 
-----------'-------'------'--------'---------·-------

In this respect let me say that during the year 
1920-21 .\ <>w South Wales spent X2. 758,000 
loan 1noney in repurchasing estates; 
\~ictoria spent £6,894,557; Quceusland spent 
£1,017,534: South Australia spent £15,344; 
\Ve~tern .'l.ustralia £1.527,664; and Tasmania 
£1,146,985. It will thus be seen that in 
practical!;· every year Queensland spent more 
loan money on reproductiYe works than any 
other individual Statf'. The statement made 
by tho hon. member for F.noggera is there­
fore no1 correct and will not bear examina­
tion. He c.-idently made the statement 
\\ii)1out having Yorified it and without 
looking· at the actual facts. 

Mr. KERR : Did you examine the figures 
for 1922? Those are my figures ; you are 
w1ong. 

Mr. WI:'-JSTXNLEY: The hon. member 
for Enoggera, like the hon. member >vho has 
just resumed his seat, claims credit for every­
thing that was done previous to the Labour 
party coming· into power. He said that his 
party had established the Univer,ity. The 
University was not e'tablished by the party 
to which he bf'longs. The late Mr. Kidston 
was Premier when the University was estab­
li.,hcd and ho was supported for a time 
by the Labour party in this and a number of 
other things that the hon. member's party 
had nothing to do with. The hon. members 
opposite usually daim credit for everything 
that was brought about prior to the advent 
of this Go.-ernment, but discbim anything 
to their discredit which was done in the 
same period. The hon. member for Enog­
gera has said on the fiDor of this House when 
challenged on a particular matter, " What 
has it got to do with me?" or "\Yhat do 
I care about anything previous to m;;" coming 
into the House?" Tho hon. memher Ln" 
Enoggera stated that the Public Curator's 
Department has been in existence for twent.y­
fiv0 :vears, but his saying so does not make 
it a fact. and his making that statement does 
not proyc it is true. Almost every hon. mem­
ber of the House knows it is not true. There 
waq not a Public Curator in existence pre­
vious to the Labour party roming into power, 
and the office was established in order to be 
availed of by the people who had to spend 
a good deal of money at times to get their 
rights. 

[.'!fr. 11'instanley. 

Mr. KERR: You know it existed, but that 
it was called by another name. 

Mr. \VIl'\STANLEY: Tbe only depart­
ment that existed prior to the creation of 
the Public Curator >vas that which dealt 
with intf'stacv. insolYoncv, and the estates of 
thr· insane. "The hon. !;~ember also tried to 
convey the idee that the profit of £290.000 
made by the Insurance Depart.nent was the 
result of rDbbing injured workers. 

~1r. Kmm: I did not say anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. WI.:\'STANLEY: The hon. member 
said-

" ·why -do not the Government pay the 
ininred worker for the first three days of 
the period of injury instead of addin"' 
that £290.000 to the Government debt by 
taking out debentures, instead of distri­
buting their profits in the right quartc1· 
-to the people who should g·et th-e 
benefit ?" 

Mr. KERR: Why don't you do it? 

Mr. \VI1'\ST)1.NLEY: As a matter of fact 
they do pay for the first three days. 

:Ylr. KERR: Do they? 

::Yir. WIKSTA="JLEY: Yes. 

Mr. KERR: Generally? 

Mr. WI:\'STAI\LEY: Yes. I think prac­
ticctlly everyone agrees that the State Insur­
ance Department is one of the finest 
ii•st.itutions brought into existence by this or 
any other Government. Whatever bon. mem­
l,ers may ha ye to say, t"ho people outside 
are quite satisf1od about what is being done 
b' this in,titution. The political predeces­eors of the hon. member passed a vVorkers' 
Compensation Act which did not provide an:,­
cornpensation for the first fortnight. 

Mr. KEUR: Before that the injured worke1· 
did not get anything at all. 

Mr. WI:::-JSTANLEY: When the Bill was 
before the House in 1909 an amendment was 
moved from the Labour side to provide for 
payment from the date of injury, hnt hon. 
rrernbers on the Government side said tha1 
if that was given effect to. the workers 
wvulcl malinger in order to get the three 
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Jays' pay, and the statement was 
repeated!~· that the schPmo would 
do\Yn with it" own weight. 

At 9.45 p.m., 

made 
break 

Mr. F. A. CooPER (Brernc1·), one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair· 
man in the chair. 

Mr. WINSTA='JLEY: That amendment 
was introduced, and instead of turning out n 
failure it reduced the period of waiting to 
its pr('scnt din1cnsions and was highly succc•"s· 
ful. It was not until a Labotn Government 
got into pcnvcr that such a provision vvas 
made. and it has certainlY been a great benefit 
to a large number of pers-ons who prcYiously 
had to depend on charity in the time of 
their distress. Statements like those that 
have been C'oming from hon. gentlemen 
opposite do not injure the Government. but 
they convey a wrong idea and mislead the 
commt.nity as to the actual fad,. Hon. 
members opposite may find some consolation 
in making those statements at random, but 
they will find that later they will be dis­
credited, even ·when speaking the truth. 
The Government arc not concr•rned about 
criticism '' hich is not n1ore correct or severe 
than that. 

I want to say a word in reference to the 
speech of the hon. member for Murrumba. 
He drew a verv gloomy picture regarding the 
agricultural d1stricts of Queensland, and, if 
they are anything like he pieturcc, them--

Mr. KERR: You don't care a hang. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I know and care a 
good deal more about it than the hon. mem· 
bcr. If the bon. member's picture was correct, 
agriculture would be at an end, but fortu­
nately it was not correct. No Government 
that ever existed in Queensland, or probably 
in any coulltry, have evcr bcl'n as ready or 
have done as much to help tlw agriculturist 
as the present Government. The hon. mem­
ber let fall one observation that I am 
thoroughly in ag1·eemont with when he said 
that quih~ a nunlbl'r of farrns \.Yf're over­
capitalised. One of the diffic"lties under 
which farmers labour in Queensland is that 
their land is too expemive. Oftentimes the 
burden they are carrying in the shape of a 
mortgage is more than they can bear. I am 
quite confidpnt Hnt. thr- GovPrtrtncn1, in intro­
ducing the perpetual lease schnrno w1d letting 
the people get on the land on ea,;"" condr 
tions, thus leaving their capital to develop the 
land, are treating the farmers illfmitel.v bette" 
than by giving them freehold. In a great 
many cas(_~H \Vhl'n a farnwr get::; a freehold 
he has to mortgage heavily and cventuallv 
loses his land. Anybody ,;,ho looks at thf. 
papers kuows that. particularly in the districts 
likely to be prolific in cotton-growing, Dwners 
arc booming the land for all it is worth, and 
in a great many instanres for Inore than it ~s 
worth, and are unloading on to unsuspecting 
prospective gro\vprs and getting a price for 
the land tha.t their ouecessors will never be 
able to pay intcr·est on. There is no doubt 
about the fact that t.hc farmers eara .11! that 
they get; r nt, at the same time, there arc 
numbers of other people besic!os them who 
work hard and who d(] nDt get too much as i1 

re>ult of their toil. Even fa.rmers, so far as 
I am able !o gather, arc nDt nearly so badly 
off as they arc sometimes said to be. Anv· 
brody can cry poverty or say they have not· a 
shilling to their name, but they mav l>we 
(llher assets. They may not have cash, but 

they have an estate, and it is worth come­
( hing to have an estate. On ono or two 
occasions I looked at the paragraphs thrrt 
appeared in the "Courier" o£ farmers who 
ha.ve " passed out," anl! ·v1,.hose estate~~ haYe 
been administered, and in the appiintions 
for probate I find the values of tho different 
L'St'ltf's were as follows:-

Occupation. Value of Estate. 

II.J., farmer 
A.R, farmer 
J.V.C., farmer 
M.O., farmer . 
G.B., selector 
I-I.H.C., grazier 
M.E., farmer ... 
C.B.F., farmer 
W O.W., grazier 

£ 
4,098 
5,933 
3,818 
1,239 
2,283 

23,934 
4,553 
8,401 

42,412 
I am well aware that £4,000 or £5 000 is 
not an exceptionally large sum to the man 
who has got money, but it is a fairly large 
mm to the man who has got nothing. The 
pomt I want to make is that at the time 1 
sa\~, these notices in the "Courier," I never 
saw wht~ro a labourer, an artisa.n or an 
01 dina.l'y working rnan had an estate that was 
worth administering. Therefore we see that 
there are lumdreds of thousands of people in 
the State wlw work hard and who work long, 
and yet, when they come to die, have no 
estate at all, much less one that is worth 
several thousands of pounds. 

Mr. MooRE: Many an artisan becomes an 
employer. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: You do not talk 
about him as an employer. 

Mr. :VIoORE: He works, too. 

Mr. YVIJ:\STANLEY: Yes; but he is not 
the only individual who works. There are 
numbers of people in the countn· who have 
to work; but because the farme1: is working 
for h1r:1self, and because he spends what he 
earns 1n Hlcrea::Jing the value of his estate, 
at tho end of the year he savs he ha" earned 
nothing. The only thing I' want to see is 
that people speak the truth and put a correct 
"tatemont before the House. There is no 
doubt about the fact that there are thousands 
of people oven in this country who do earn 
money, but when they come to pa•,s out they 
have not an estate such as I have referred 
to. I am not saying that these farmers 
should not have estates. They deserve all 
that they get, but thPre are plent_v of people 
'·':ho have the advan~ages of living in the 
cJtJeoJ and also the d1sadvantages, and they 
have to pay for them. 

Time after time the statement has been 
made b.v hon; ':'embers opposite, and par­
tJcularly_ by Natwnahst members who belong 
lo the mtws, that they are the friends of the 
primary producers. They remind me of 
what \\as said a long time ago that "Cod­
lin's your friend, not Short." 'Some people 
m my d1.str1ct have had an experience which 
makes it very doubtful whether that is 
corrrct or not. I have heard members, \"<,~ha 
now call themselves Countrv members sav 
when they were si I ting on 'this side o'f th'e 
House that people who live in the city took 
a rh antage of them, and they went so far as 
to say that they robbed them. That has 
bPcn the experience of a number of people 
at Char:ers Towen who are engaged in fruit. 
growing? The climate there is suitable, the 
soil is suitable, and the general surroundings 
make it exceptionally good citrus-growing 

Mr. Winstanley.] 
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country. They can grow oranges and grapes 
and some other things practically to perfec­
tion. When Cloncurry was in full swing 
there was a market ihere for all that they 
could produce, but lately, since the number 
of orchards has been increasing and the 
crops have been getting bigger every year, 
they thought they would try the Brisbane 
market, and early this year three of them 
made a consignn1cnt of about twenty case·~ 
of oranges which they sent down to try the 
Brisbane market. In reference to that fruit, 
I just want to quote from the " Queensland 
p,;oducer." The person referred to is, I 
take_ it, a genileman who is charged with 
lookmg over the markets to sec what frmt 
comes in. The "Queensland Producer'' S?F-

" This week I had the pleasure, ''· ith 
otherc, of inspecting a small trial ship­
ment of oranges from Charters Towers, 
and amongst the consignment were some 
J affas of special merii, both as r~gards 
the flavour and appearance. The fine 
texture of the skin and quality of the 
fruit are far ahead of anything I haYc 
seen for many years back, and i,. another 
striking illustration of what our Northern 
climate can produce." 

So far so good. Very naturally, when the 
people who grew the orangee saw that state­
ment in the paper, they were somewhat 
elated about their consignment, and thought 
that it would bring them, at any rate, a fair 
return, if not an exceptionally good one. 
But when they got the returns back a month 
after the fruit was sent down, the net return 
from the twenty cases only amounted to £4 
10s. 4d. From the gross return there were 
16s. deducted for cartage and 13s. for com­
mission. Thev also received a letter saying 
that out of their b\enty cases tho consignees 
had only got fiftc>en cases. What had hap­
pened I do not know, but when the cases 
got to Bl'isbanc it was said they were not 
full, and that it took five cases out of the 
twenty to fill up the other fifteen; the con­
signment was wld as fifteen cctses. The 
gro\H'rs naturally thought 'heY had not had 
a. fair deal, and the following paragraph 
appeared in. the " Queensland Producer" on 
the subject:-

" CHAR'rERS TOWERS ORANGES. 

" Mr. ~T- A. Mann, honorary secre­
tary. Charters Towers L.P.A._. writes at 
length concerning a disappointing return 
for a consignment of oranges-J affa and 
other variPties-sent to Brisbane and 
disposed of. l\Ir. JY1a.nn concludes:-' To 
sum up the position : W c send twenty 
cast's of oranges to Brisbane; \ve lose five 
of them; we are charged 24 per cent. 
handling charge'• in Brisbane. We 
recoi ve the reports and results just one 
month after the sale. The market 
officer reported favourably U))On tho 
fruit, and ono report statecl that if free 
from scale and well packed, it would 
have re<dised 18s. to 21s. per case on 
the Melbourne market; yet we receive 
only £4 10s. 4d. for twenty cases on the 
Brisbane market. Did we get a fair 
deal?'" 

They mav well ask the question as to 
whether they got a fair deal-especially when 
the people in the cities profess to be 
interested in primary producers, and say 
they want to do the best they can for them. 
The " Queensland Producer" comments on 
that, and says-

" We have consulted the markets 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

officer. -,,·ho adheres to his favourable 
comments regarding the .J affa oranges; 
his remarks did not apply to the other 
sorts. which he describes as unripe and 
carrying scale. He also found that the 
cases used \vere not suitable." 

If the producers are expected to put oranges 
in caees which cost 1s. 3d. each, if not more, 
in which to send 01·angcs to Brisbane, . and 
only gei £4 10s. 4d. for twenty cases, busmess 
is r,ot likely to mature. I would like to say 
that. when the market oflicer is inspecting 
fruit and finds. it of good quality and praises 
it. if there is anything wrong he should 
let the growers know ttt once, and not pass 
it by and say nothing. as those who grow 
the fruit nat.urllllv think that J-here Is 
uothing wrong. I" think that proves quite 

conclusive!;, that there is room 
[10 p.m.] for improvement in the handling 

of produce when it is sent to 
Brisbane, or an:- other market for that 
matter, and if these peopl'l think it adYis­
ablc to iend .mother consignment later on, 
I would like to sc·e thorn get a fair deal. 
I hope that 'omething better will be done 
for them than was done for them on this 
occasion; at any rate, nothing \vorse could 
have been done. I certainlv think some 
better provision could be made, and should 
be made, not only for the people in the 
Norih, hut 1elso for evervbodv who is send­
ing stuff to the markets, v\Tha.t happened 
is not encouraging to people who want to 
do something in the direction of developing 
the resources of the country. There can be 
no complaint as to the quality of the fruit; 
it was ae good '" could ],e produced any­
where in the State. 

I notice that the GoYemment ha.-e pro­
l·ided for an expenditure of £21,000 for 
n•aking additions to the Goodna II,sane 
Asvlurn. It is not n, vcr enconrr. :. inQ" or 
ins]_1iring subject, but evi~lcntly insanity is 
ono of the concornitants of our pn;--;eL-r; day 
ciYilisation. and even in this munirv the 
strain and stress of life are too much· for a 
n:ry large number of people. and lhc con­
sequence is that our prPscnt institutimts are 
becoming too srnall and have to be extonded. 
One thing which might be taken to heart by 
the Horn<~ Department is the sugg-estiun th'lt 
these inJtihHions should be distributed OYer 
the State and not be centred in one part. 
I think some of them might be put in the 
northern part of the State. 

lYlr. FRY: Put a big one up in your 
olectora to? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The people in my 
e1octorate arc just as sane and of ju~t as 
high an intelligence as those in any other 
electorate; but 1 do sav that it is Yorv 
i:wonvenient for pcrso!ls ":ho are unfortunate 
enough to lose their mental balance and for 
their friends ihat the,- should hwc to be 
sent 1,000 miles down to Brisbane to a mental 
hospital. Anybody in Brisbane can get his 
friend out on probation and see how ho get·'· 
,,n, but that is impossible for pPople a way 
up in the l\'orth. It is impossible for them 
t'> kno'v ho\v these uufortunate persous a.re 
g·etting on except from the ordinary circular 
from the imtitution. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Herberton and Char­
t<ers Towers ha vc both been suggested as 
sites. 

Mr. WIN'STAJ\'LEY: The probabilitios <tre 
that either of those places is suitable. 
The climatic conditions of both are good. but 
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a( Herbcrton the land is fairlv expensive. 
At C'ha rt<•r·, Towers thne is plenty of land, 
the clirnatic condition.., are exeellcrtt, and 
there is an cxcoptionaJly good vvatcr supply, 
and all the surroundings are good. As ~he 
~on. rnornber kno\VS very \vc:dl, thJJ convr~ni­
cuce of residents of the North, of people who 
have to become patients and of thoi r frior.ds, 
would be eminently served by the c·'"tablish­
rncnt of an insane asylu1n there. I WitS 

speaking not long ago tu an individual who 
was coming up from a town in New South 
Wales which he had bPc•n visiting. He sctid 
he asked a resident what kept the town 
going, nnd the reply was, " '0l e ha vt a 
lunatic asylu1n, a benevolent insti1·ution, a 
big hospital, and othet public in .. titntions, 
and the town practica.lly subsish on thcs" 
ir.stitutions.'' From sorne standpuint:s thnt 
may not be a very desirable thing, but from 
other standpoints it rmty be an exccr,tion­
a~ly desir:tble thing. Charters Towers is by 
no means the town it used to be. 

Mr. KELSO: Have all the " wild cats" 
died there? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Charters Towers is 
not the only place where " wild cats" have 
existed. 'l'hcy have existed on all the mineral 
fields. The people have lived there and 
speculated their money and lost it there, 
but I do not think they have very many 
regrets. They are a good, substantial claos 
of people, and, at any rate, are an infinitely 
better class than are found in most of the 
commercial cities. I do not think that any­
thing would benefit Queensland so much as 
the discovery of another Charters Towers 
or Gympie. On more than one occasion the 
mining industry has placed Queensland on its 
feet when it was in the mud, and I believe 
it will do it again. At the present time 
the Government have £60,000 to £70,000 
invested in Charters Towers, and, if that 
town went down-which I do not think will 
happen-the Government would lose that 
money the same as other institutions would 
do. The scholastic institutions have been 
instrumental in turning out persons of learn­
ing equal to any other place. The boys and 
girls who 'ent to those schools were infin­
itdy better off than they would have been 1f 
they had had to come to the southern parts 
of Queensland. All round, the place 1s 
deserving of support, and I think the estab­
lishment of any of these institutions at or 
near Charters Towers or in the district will 
be helpful. I certainly think that the town 
has an exceptional claim on the Govern­
ment. The Government have done all they 
possibly could to revive the mining industry 
there. There are people there now who are 
optimistic enough to think that Charters 
TmYers will come again. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Look at Clark's show. 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: That is still going, 

with one or two other new shows that are 
very encouraging and are doing exceptionally 
well. There is always the possibility of the 
diamond drill being able to discover some­
thing that will encourage the people again 
to put their money into mining and restore 
the lost prestige of the place. In many 
directions the Government have helped the 
place, and the people appreciate very much 
that h0lp, but I think that in the direction 
of e··tablishing more institutions a little more 
could ha vc been done. 

There are many other things that I would 
like to discuss, but I shall deal with them on 
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the Estimates. In spite of all the criticism 
that has been levelled against the Govern­
ment and all that has been said about their· 
administration, they still hold the confidence 
of the people. That is the most important 
thing. The people are the best judges; 
they know what has been done by previous 
Governments, and they know what has been 
done by this Government. They did not 
accept what hon. members opposite said, 
but they accepted the word of the Govern­
numt and gave them a fresh lease of power. 
I hope that some of the difficulties which 
the Government arc now faced with-over 
which the} have no control-will disappear 
a long with the financial cloud that hangs 
on'r some of our industries-particularly the 
copper-mining industry-and that the sun­
shine of prosperity will return. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was made. 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.12 p.m. 




