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Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1923.

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree),

took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN QUEENSLAND GOVERN-

MENT AND BRITISH-AUSTRALIAN  COTTON
ASSOCIATION.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) asked the

Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—

“1. Are the following particulars
correst with respect to the agreement
between the Government and the British-
Australian Cotton Association : —

(@) That until 3lst July, 1926, all
secd cotton grown in Queensland can-
net be disposed of except by delivery
to the British-Australian Cotton Asso-
ciation?

(6) That the British-Australian Cot-
ton Arssociation is appointed the sole
agent of the Government for the dis-
posal of raw cotton?

(¢) That alli such cotton must in the
first place be offercd for delivery to
the British Cotton Growing Associa-
tion?

“2. Until 31st July, 1926, would a
grower of cotton in Queensland be
allowed to dispcse of cotton grown by
himsclf otherwise {han through the
British-Australian  Cotton Association?
Would he be allowed to gin his own seed
cotton for sale?

3. Is there now any undertaking or
agreement by which the British-Aus-
tralian Cotton Association or the British
Cotton Growing Association shares with
the Government the guarantee of 55d. per
Ib. for seed cotton?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. W. N, Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1 to 3. A copy of this agreement,
together with all papers in connection
therewith, was tabled by me in Parlia-
ment on the 3lst ultimo, therefore, there
is no excuse for the hon. member being
in ignorance on this matter.”

Nunser or Mexn EypLoveEp oN Dawson

Irricariox Works AT Derusion CREEK.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Secre-

tary for Public Lands—

“1. What was the number of men em-
ployed in connection with the Dawson
irrigation work at Delusion Creek on 10th
May last?

“2. What number of men were em-
ploved at the same place on 30th July
lust ?

3. What was the number of men em-
ployed in conncction with the Dawson
irrigation work at Castle Creek on 10th
May last?

“4, What number of men were em-

ployed at the same place on 30th July
last ?”’
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replied—
1. 40.
“2. 14,
“ 3. 132.
“4. 153.”

Laxps 1xv TuLLy RIVER SUGAR-MILL AREA.
Mr. BRAND (Bursum) asked the Trea-

surer— .
‘1. When does he hope to have Crown

lands in the Tully River Mill area open
for selection?

“2. Is it his intention to immediately
resume the freehold lands comprised in
that area?

‘8. Will the settlement of such areas
be carried out by individual ballot or
allotted in group or community settle-
ment ?

‘4. If by the latter, will he allow the
member for Burrum an opportunity of
nominating twenty (or less) experienced
sugar workers, with limited capital and
without land, for settlement as a group
on farms in that area?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“1. I am unable to say at present, but
every effort is being made to expedite
the matter,

‘2. Notice of resumption of lands
reqiired for mill and township purposes
has been given. It is not the intention
of the Government to resume all the
freehold lands comprised in the area.

“&. The scheme of land settlement has
not yet been decided upon,

“4. See No. 3.”

PROTECTION TO ATUSTRALTAN FIRMS TENDERING
For EricTioN orF Tunry RIVER SUGAR-
MILL.

Mr. BRAND asked the Treasurer

“1. In view of the neccessity of enfore-
ing an embargo on foreign sugar to
adequatesly protect the Queensland sugar
industry, will he extend a similar pro-
tection to Australian firms tendering for
the ercction of the Tully River Mill,
and, notwithstanding what opinion may
express, assure to Australian industries
the ercction of such mill ?

“2. Is it not a fact that the Govern-
ment policy follows the principle of pre-
ference to Australian industries in
anticipating true nation building ?”’

The TREASURER replied—

1. Practical effect has always been
given to the Government’s policy of
preference to Australian manufacturers.

113 2‘ Ye§.77

. PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Agent-General of Queens-
land for the year 1922.
Report by the Director to the ‘Council
of Agriculture.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF
COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, DBrisbane, in the chair.)

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): In listening to the
speeches of hon. members on the other side,
and particularly the speech delivered by the
hon, member for Bowen, it was very refresh-
ing, especially in the early part of the latter’s
speech, to hear him volcing patriotic senti-
reits, but I regret that towards the close
of his speech he lapsed somewhat in that
direction. N

Mr. Corrins: You ought to be over in
Fast Africa amongst the blacks.

Mr. NOTT: The hon. member will hear
about the blacks in East Africa shortly. The
hon. member for Maryborough had some-
thing to say about Australian sentiment and
about investing money in countries where
black labour obtains. I think I am as good
a Queenslander as any hon. member in this
Chamber, and, what is more, perhaps I am
a better Britisher than some of them. I
have a little money invested, not only in
Kast Africa and Queensland, but also in
New Zcaland, and consequently I can claim
tnat I am a frue Britisher as well as a
Queenslander. In regard to being a Queens-
Iznder and doing all we can to bring about
what Australia has decided upon—a white
labour policy—let me say that I have never
avoided obtaining union painters to paint my
house; I have not used Japanese paint, and
I have not had it put on with paint brushes
belonging to the Railway Department.
(Opposition laughter.)  The hon. member
for Maryberough and other hon. members
know that al one time Australia was a black
man’s’ couniry, and that not very long ago.
1 do not think it is to the detriment of any
Britisher if he does what he can to develop
any part of the Dominions, whether it was
originally a white or a black man’s country.
Auvstralia is like some other countries—
oviginally it was a black man’s country. It
has certainly been developed to a great
extent by the assistance of black labour, and
that black lakour was controlled and utilised
under the supervision of many old pioneers.
We have the fact that a great deal of the
coastline has been brought to its present
stage of development with the assistance of
black labour.

Mr. Hyxes: You would like to have them
back again.

Mr. NOTT: Some time ago I had an
argument with an individual who claimed
that all blacks were the descendants of
Fem, and therefore they had no souls. After
a fairly warm argument on that point for
a little while, T put it to him that if a
bleck man had no soul and the white man
had a soul, what was the position of the
half-caste? The argument finished there.
The sugar industry in Queensland is the best
monument to the success of black South Sea
Island labour. Kvery man who is working
in the sugar industry and drawing high
wages from it to-day should be prepared to
take off his hat to the kanakas, beccause. if
there had been no kanakas in that industry,
we would not have it as it is to-day.

Mr. HyNes: The sugar industry was not
prosperous until the niggers were deported.

Mr. NOTT: That may be so. My experi-
ence of working farms over a number of years
with kanaka labour and of working suga:

Mr. Nott.]
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farms with white labour after the kanaka expliined the extent to which development
was repatriated was that white labour is  has taken place. During their period of
much cheaper than black labour. Black administration the Labour party have had
labour was mnot. and mnever will be cheap tno advaniage of high prices and have had
labour. ame  wonderful schemes to handle—for
Mr. HyxES: Then why arc you putting up il’]*fan(‘(‘, the cettlement of soldiers on the
a plea for them? land—which should have been great suc-
cesscz. I regret that, owing to mismanage-

Mr. NOTT: I am not putting up a plea for
them. No man has stood by the policy of a
White Australia more loyally than the sugar-
growers of {ucensland. (Government laugh-
ter.) I remember noticing in the days when
we had a number of kanakas in the Bunda-
bhere district that there were quite a number
of albino kanakas. and certainly they had =
vory weird appecarance. I am satisfied that.
if the seventy-two members of this House
were mixed up with seventy-two South Sea
Islanders and a man was selected to draft
the white men from the black men, the hon.
member for Marvborough would not be the
first man drafted out.

Myr. CoLLiNS: You ought to be ashamed of
vourself.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot make a reflection of that kind on
another member of this House, and I ask
him to withdraw it.

Myr. NOTT: In deference to vyou, Mr,
Chairman, I will withdraw the latter remark.
One of the reasons why I, and perhaps a
number of others, have looked to South
Africa, New Zealdnd and other places for
the investment of our money is because it is
our duty to remember that self-preservation

is the first law of nature. Australia was &
black country mnot so very long ago; wet

certain hon. members of this House are pre-
pared to give very short shrift to the black
men from whom we have taken this country.

Myr. Corrins: It is the exploitation of
labour, whether black, brown, or brindle, that
we are opposed to.

Mr. NOTT: I am prepared to give some
reasons why money has been taken from
Queensland and invested in other countries

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxns: You are
not using native labour in Kenya; you are
using Indians.

Mr. NOTT: There are no kanakas in East
Africa.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
ta,king Indians from Asia.

NOTT: There are quite a number of
Indldnb settled there. Some of the reasons
why money has been withdrawn from Queens-
land and invested in East Africa are because
of the repudiation legislation passed by this
Government, the intloductiun of the perpetual
lease tenure, and the ever-increasing dicta-
tion as to how a man shall run his business
or his estate.

My. Corrixs: The old slavish mind!

Mr. NOTT: The faulty legislation on the
statute-book to-day has had the effect of
creating a good deal of general unrest, and
there is a lack of trust in the soundness and
‘reliahility of Quecnsland so far as the legis-
lation nnd credit of the country are concerned
—all due to the present Labour Administra-
tion. Some time ago several hon. members
of the Opposition said that they considered
that the Government have had very good
opportunitics. T consider that since they
came into power they have had wonderful
opportunities. The leader of the Opposition
stressed the assets of Queensland, and also

[Mr. Nott.

You are

ment and cruol negle(‘f many of the soldiers
put on to these land propositions have not
had a ghost of a chance of making a success
of thlnw

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: Iave
they achieved success in the other S:ates?

Mr. NOTT: The Labour Government also
had a wonderful advertisement given by the
soldiers who went from Quecnsland to fight
in the world war.

Queensland is a business, just as a commer-
cial house is a business, and it depends on
its finance for credit. This Government
should have maintained their credit com-
patible with the resources of the State instead
of showing failures in conncetion with soldier
scttlement and State cnterprises and intro-
ducing legislation which jeopardized financial
credit such as the Repudiation Act, perpetual
leases, proxy voting, and quite a lot of
similar legislation which would undermine
the credit of this or any other State. This
class of legislation was the real cause of
driving the present Government from Great
Britain to America to cbtain their last two
leans. The Treasurer and Government mem-
bers very often mention the delegation, and
we have often heard the statenmnt that the
“pitech had been queered.” I would-like to
krniow whether the Treasurer has ever received
any written report from the Agent-General
giving details of the harmful effects of this
delegation, either previous to or during his
London visit. 1 take it that the business of
the Agent-General would be to report the
fact if any delegation was having a deleteri-
ous offect en the financial or any other inter-
sts of Quecnsland whilst the Government
vere endeavouring to obtain a loan in Great
Blltdll] I have never heard anything to this
offect.  There will always be a great deal of
difficulty in obtaining money, either for use
domostically or otherwise, if ‘the taxation in
a State is so high that it makes mortgage
business by companies unremunerative or
impossible, because, naturally, the more
money that these companies lend for the
dovelopment of the State, the credit of the
Sta‘e will increase proportionately.

I would like to mention the position of
Great Britain, as illustrating the advantage
of having a good credit. In three years
Great Britain has reduced her public debt
by £400.000.000, and she has nearly halved
the national debt. having rceduced it from
£1.500.000,000 to £800.000,000. She has also
paid Japan £20,000,000 and South America
£25,000,000, and all the time she has been
doing this she has not insreased the staff
in the Treasury Department which handled
this huge increase of business. It would be
a very wise thing for Queensland if she
could get the same efficiency in connection
with the handling of Jepartmental affairs.
In asking why the Agent-General had not
reported to the Premier in regard to the
delegation, I would also like to Lknow
whether we are getting value, not only for
the expenscs incurred by the Agent-General,
but also for the expcnse of other reprcsenta-
tives sent to other countries, who, I presume,
are sent more or less to advertise Queens~
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land in those counntries. It is interesting to
know what pcople in America think of us,
as that is the place where we obtained our
last loans. In this connection I have a letter
from a university man in (Georgia, North
Amcrica. IHe asks a namler of questions,
which I would like to read to let hon. mem-
bers know how little Queensland is known
in America. These questions are—

“1. Am I correct in supposing that
only white people can go to this country,
Australia? No Japs? No Chinese arc
allowed ¢

2. What kinds of religions are there,
and how are they provided for?

% What kinds of echools, and how
are they provided for? Are she people
very interested in education?

“4, What kinds of crops ave usually
grown besides cotton? Do they sell
well 7

‘5, You mention a guarantced price
for a few years; what 1s this guarantee
price? How rauch? Do vou raise long
and short staple?

“ 6. Is there a friendly spirit existing

between the natives and the settlers?

Do they welcome settlers, or had they
rather not have them going in? Do
they intermarry?

7. What arc the wavs of {ransporta-
tioni Do rou have good ways to trans-
port your producs to market?

“ 8. Suppase I could land there with a
thousand dollars, would your Govern-
ment. help me secure land very cheap?
About what would it cost per acre in
Amecricsn money? How much would be
the least that you would advise me to
start there with, should I go¥”

1 am quoting these questions to let hon.
members know how badly we weed some
representatives in other parts of the world,
in order to let the man in the street know
something about the conditions in Queens-
land, espectally when we go to those
countries to borrow money.

It 1s mot my intention to occupy the
attention of hon. members for any great
length of time, but when you, Mr. Kirwan,
woere speaking, you said it might be inferred
that farmers were better off under previous
Governments than under a Labour Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hyxes: No! What rot!

Mr. NOTT: I have never claimed that
the farmers have been as well off under any
Government as they should have been. I
want to state, as a member of the Country
party, that no Government that we have
ever had in Queensland have given that

consideration 1o the farmers that should
have been given. When hon. members men-
tion that other Governments have been

unsympathetic, they do their best to lump
the present Opposition as though they weore
supporters or had been a. part of other
Governments; but that is not the case with
regard to the Country party. The present
Country party has never been in office as
a Government in Queensland; but, when
the day comes that the Country party has
a chance to admivister the affairs of Queens-
land, we shall have a very different tale to
tell, not only as compared with the Labour
Government. but as compared with other pre-
vious Governments, so far as the development
of the State is concerned, apart from the
cities. You, Mr. Kirwan, described the crowd
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at the recent Exhibition, and used it as an
illustration that Quecnsland at the present
time was particularly pro:perous. I rcjoice
with you in that, and agree that Quecnsland
is still prosperous, but the prosperity indi-
cated by those crowis, and the prosperity in
Quecnsland generally is not due to Labour
administration at all. It s»imply goes to
prove that we have such wonderful natural
resources in Queensland that we are able to
survive all natural and after-war difficulties,
and also the scetional exploitation of Queens-
land by the present Labour Administration.

There is onc other little matter I would
like to refer to—that is the Coominya
Soldier Settlement. It is not much satis-
faction, as a rule, to say, T wld you so;”
but, when 1 first came into the House I
stated that the soldier scttlement at Coo-
minsa would be a failurc. What is happen-
ing there to-day is a very great calamity so
far as Queensfand is concerned. 1 regret
that the Government did not use the expert
knowledge which they had at their disposal
(o prevent such a failure as the Coominya
Soldier Settlement has been.

Ar. . A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 rise to
sav a fow words on the Treasurer’s Financial
Qtatement for two reasons particularly, the
first reason being to try and place the blame
on the right shoulders with regard to the
establishinent  of the Coominya Soldier
Settlement, referred to by the hon. member
for Stanley, and, sccondly, to make a_short
veference to the following paragraph in the
Tinancial Statement. In reference to the
Railway Department the Treasurer says

T think it can be truthfully said that
the Quecusland railways in recent years
have been as cconomically managed, as
capably adminizierved, and as faithfully
sorved by the emplorees as any railway
systern in Australia.”

T will deal with that statement later on
when T have mentioned the Coominya Soldier
Qettlement. It i+ just as weil that anyone
who is interested should know the actual
facts of the case. The Coominya Settlement
was urged. first and foremost. by Mr. Gutte-
vidge of Coominya. He appealed with all
the strength with which it was possible to
appeal to have it established. and wrote to
the Ipswich Repatriation Comumittee, who
brought the proposal before the Lands Settle-
ment Committee in a letter, from which I
will read oxtracts, because the letter iz much
too lorg to give in full—

[4 p.m.]
fembers of my committee, returned
soldiers and their representatives. to-
gother with some members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, inspected the land,
saw what it was producing. both quality
and quantity, and thoroughly discussed
the whole question from every point of
view, and a unanimous couclusion was
arrived at that Coominya was an ideal
place for the settlement of soldiers on a
properly defined plan. We have the plea-
sure of enclosing herewith a copy of the
¢ Queensland Times,” giving a fair report
of what transpired at the time of inspec-
tion. I may here state that we do not
in any way desire to trespass in or on
another committec’s area, and to avoid
this we have communicated with both
sk and Lowood offering to co-operate
with them. but, unfortunately, although
some weeks have elapsed no reply is
forthcoming.”

Mr. F. A. Cooper.]
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And then they gwc their reasons for “ push-
irg this. matter.

“ Our reasons for pushing this raaster
are the urgent necessity of being pre-
pared for the men who are returning,”

And this is a most significant phrase—
“and the splendid opportunity which
presents itself at Coominya for a soldiers’
scttlement.”

The Ieth‘r,

which is signed by Mr. Oliver

Perry, honorary seceretary of the TIpswich
Repatnatlon Committee, then sets out
various points as to why the settlement

should be established.
them—
¢ 3rd—The scil is especially sultable
for growing citrus fruits and grapes.
_Water is obtainable at a depth of 5 feet.
“ 4th—A market is already provided
for all grapes that can be produced in
the district. Messrs. Banff Bros. offer
to tako all that can be grown, besides
the local and other requirements.

Here are some of

¢ 5th—That Mr. Gutteridge, an old
pioneer, is willing to instruct returned
men in grape-growing, and Messrs.

Banff Bros. also promised supervision and
practical demonstrations to the settlers,
also to donate cuttings, cte.

¢ 6th—The clearing, ploughing, plant-
ing, and fencing could be done at a
reasonable  cost, and would provide
employment immediately. It would cost
about £18 to £20 per acre.’

Then it goes on to say—

“ The return from this land is e-ti-
mated by competent persons to be VuLI}'OnS
in full bearing, 100 trees per acre, at £1
per tree, £100. Grapes: This land will
wvield on an average 12 tons per acre,
which sold at 1d. per lb. will amoun
to £112 per acre.

“ Qur inspestion of the district and
the taking of evidence from reliable men
like Mr. Gutteridge and Banft Brothers
will, we think, convines your committec.

“We stlongh' urge the above and are
of the opinion that the arcas should not
be less than 20 acres, and that 5 or more

acres should be cleared, ploughed,
planted, and the whole of each area
fenced, thus making semi-ready-made

farms, which we fecl confident will find
many applicants, who would in a short
time become good settlers. 'The ares of
the settlement should be 1,000 or more
acres.”’
And then it goes on to set out various things
that should be done. The ¢ Quecnsland
Times ”’ cutting that accompanies the report
contained thesc remarks, after some intro-
ductory sentences—
““The personnel of the party
J. P. Bottomley (chairman), Alderman
0. Perry (secretary), Councillor H.
Hallett (chairman of the Moreton Shire
Council), Mr. S. M. O'Farrell (of the
Repairiation Executive), Alderman G. H.
Shillito, Messrs. R. P. Watson, G. R.
Wilson, ¥. G. Woodward, T. J. O’Carroll,
F. C. Surman (president of the Returned
Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial League
of Australia), and several other returned
soldiers. Mr. Gutteridge, of Cnominva,
who met the party, was reported to have
said ‘that he could show by practical
demonstrations the fertility of ihe dis-
trict for the cultivation of grapes and

Mr. F. A, Cooper.

was Mr.

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Supply;

citrus fruits. In conjunction with these
industries dairying was carried on suc-

cessfully, the soil being particularly
adapted to the growth of artiticial
grasses, It was further shated that

“the visitors were thoroughly convinced,
as a result of their inspection and from
the information proffered by Mr. Gut-
teridge and the MMessrs. Bantf Brothers,
of the adaptability of the locality for
grapes and citrus fruit production.” Mr.
Niest, an expert wine maker in the
employ of Messrs. Banff Brothers, was
also reported to have said ‘ that the
Coominya  soil compares 1more than
favourubly with the other grape-g grow ing
localities of the Commonwealth.”

Taking these ro(’ommendahons into considera-
tion, 1s it to be wondered at that the Land
Settlement Committee, anxious to do some-
thing for rveturned soldiers, kean to do
something for returned soldiers, adopted the
proposal?

Mr. Norr: Why did they not get the
agricultural chemist to analyse the soil,
instead of waiting four ycars?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The suggestion in
the interjection of the hon. memb-r for
Stanley is not true, for this reason-—that
it was on 28th November, 1919, that Mr.
Rose made an inspection of this land with
My, Jones, of the Land Settlement Com-
mittee, which is not yet four years ago, and
that it is over twelve months agn that the
officials of the department did report that
the soil was bad. I just want to point out
that the Ipswich Chamber of Commerce tock
a hand in the busincss and on 27th January,
1920, Mr. G. W. Allen, secretary of the
Chamber, wrole to the Tand Settlement
Commitiee and urged the CXDOdhan o[ the
Iand settlement scheme at Cooming He
sleo stated that this settlement was well
known to many members of the Chamber of
(,ommoxco, and they felt sure it must prove a
wreat success. Those are the opinions ot the
1\115111( ss men of Ipswich-—the men managing
the big husiness concerns in the citv. based
upon the most cxpert evidence that could
be obtained in the distvick. They are the
very gentlemen who recommended to the
committee that it should be madec a soldicr
settloment; but, when the thing proved to
be a horllblo f1ost and to have nothing
whatever of any kind in it, they {ried to
unload the responsibility for the whole propo-
sition on to the Government and show that
they were to blame.

The SrcreraRy FOR IPupLic Laxps:
wanted to exploit the soldier settlers.

Mr. Notr: Your party
the soldier settlers.

The SecRETARY FOR - PusLic Lanps: Your
iype exploited the Indians in Tast Africa.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: On 14th Ma~, 1920,
Messrs. Perry, Bottomley, and Tardent, of
the Ipswic Repatrla,tlon Clommittee,
called on the officer in charge of the Soldicr
Settlement Branch and urged that immedi-
ate action be taken towards making the area
available for soldier settlement, as they
wished to advance the proposal in every way.
I do not think I need say more, cxcept to
remark that the Ipswich business people
stood solidly behind the project, and the
man who stood behind it more solidly than
anybody else was Mr. Bottomley, chairman
of the Repatnatmn Committee at, Ipswich,
who moved in favour of it on every poss;ble

They

tried to exploit
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cecasion, and who in 1823 carried the Nation-
alist ﬁag in Ipswich in opposition to the
hon. member for Ipswich. When he was

tackled with being partly responsible he
md!gnantly denied it. The * Queensland
Times >’ of the 5th May last reports & mect-

ing at which he did so in thesc terms—

“ Mr. Fleming {a returned soldier at
the Tpswich Workshops) proceeded to
address the meeting on the question of
the poemon of the men at Coominya, and
said Mr. Bottomley was partly respon-
sible for the ‘ Coominya scandal.’ My,
Bottomley mounted. the platform and said
this man had told an absurd storr, as
he would prove if he had more time to
deal with the matter. ‘Do you think.
he said,  that Harry Coyne would spend

SN

£35,000 on mv recommendation?
“The unfortunate thing about it is that the

TLand Settlement Committee did  spend
£35,000 on the recommondation of Mr.
B(;ttom]cv and other people. Mr. Andrew

Wright, who was also a Nationalist candidate
in that part of the State, then made this
interjection—
“Oh, hr\ is foolish enough, but he did
not do it.’

Unfortunately it is very difficult for the Land
Settlement Committee to know what to do
in such a case. They were urged by the
responsible  business people of the eity to
take it up, and they took it up geruinely
and earnestly, in an endeavour to do some-

thing to hr‘lp the u‘tmnod soldiers.  The
1h1ng I have to complain about is that, when
they found that it was a mistake, they

wanted to get out from under, instcad of
shouldering their burden and saying, “ We
misguided the committee, and we will do
our best to defend them.” It is for this
reason aloue that I have dealt with the
matter.

Now a word or twe about the paragraph,

in the Financial Statement to which I have
already referred—

1 think it can be truthfully said that
the Queensland railways in recent years
have been as cconomically managed. as
capably administered, and as faitbiully
served by the employees as any railway
srstem in Australia.”

That sentence is particularly guarded. It
may mean much or it may mean little. But,
whether it means much or whether it means
little, I think 1t my duty, as a representative
of a lmge railway constituency, to taks this
opportunity of pointing out that, well as the
railways of this State may be adminis stered,
there is much room for improvement. W hen
I had the honour of addressing the Com-
mitter in 1915, I pointed out the nceessity
for separating the two great branches of the
Ipswich Railway W olks’hopz the iron side
from the wood side. I pointed out that the
shops were under a man who was competent
so far as wrought-iron work was concerned,
but did not have the necessary knowledge to
make the woodwork section the success 1t
should be. Some of. the railway officials
rather pooh-poched the idea, and, being
rather sensifive and bashful, and in the
habit of bowing fo those who have superior
knowledge, I gave way, thinking perhaps
that I had made a mistake., Recent happen-
ings have convinced me that I did not make
a mistake, and have convinced me that in

the Ipswich Railway Workshops there is
either culpable negligence or absolute
ignorance. Those are strong words, but I

1923—2 w
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hope that the few facts which 1 shall be
able to put before the Commitiee will con-
vince them of the unsatisfactory state of the
weodworking section, at any rate, and that
something should be done” to vemedy tho
position. (Juite recently the Commissioner
decided to build two trains.

Thesc trains are known as main line trains,
and I believe they are run as what is com-
wonly known as the Sydney mail. I am not
going to deal rr(\n(\m]ly with the whole busi-
ness of the carriage department or the
wagon depaltment, but I am going to let
theso two instances, or practically this one
instance, stand to give the general public an
idea of what is hap”)onm(r there. It was
decided to build these two trains, and, natur-
ally, when you go to build a lmm the make-
up of a tram must be considered. The matter
was considered, and it was decided that the
trains were to be composed of six second
class cars, four first class cars, four composite
cars, and two brake vans. That represented
sixteen vehicles in all, which were necessary
to make up two trains. The quantities for
those trains were got out. The timber was
got out and allotted, and the whole of the
material was worked out in the different
quantitics. The timber was actually cut, and
then it was suddenly decided to alter the
make-up of those trainz. Then it was decided
thar the trains were to consist of six sccond

class carriages, four first class carriages, two
compesite ears, and two parlour cars. Once

more the quantities were ordered, the
material was prepared, the timber was cut,
and the whole thing was reads for crection,
when it was domdod to make a fm’thm alleLa~
tion by having six sccond class uumws
two first class carrviages, two first class car-
riages with parlour car cnds, two composite
cars, and two pariour-cars. Again the quan-
tities were got out. materials ordered. and
the timber cut. After all this trouble the
Ipswich workshops got on a litle way with
the construction of tl\(\ vehicles until it came
to the erection of the carriages, when it was
found that the partition that divides the
corridor from the seating part of the car-
riage was so flimsy that it would nof carry
the windows that were set therein, and it
was then necessary, after all that timber had
been cut and had been practically laid ready
for ercetion, to have all this partition altered
and made thick enough to carry the windows
and resist the weight of an ordinary man up
against the pavtition when walking along the
corridor. The seats were all cut and readyr
to be covered by the frimmers when it was
found that they were 2 feet 9 inches in width.
The cushicned scats in this Chamber—which
we are often told by those outside are very
soft and nice to loll upen—are 2 fect wide.
Can you imagine what would be the position
in a carriage with seats 9 inches wider than
the scats here? Why, the hon. member for
Carnarvon, with his 6 feet 7 inches in length,
would not bz able to get his feet on the floor
of a carriage with seats 2 feet 9 inches wide.
The whole thing is preposterous; it is ridicu-
lous. New South Wales has the widest ear-
riage seats, and they do not exceed 2 feet 2
inches; yet the designers of this carriage
designed the scat that was to be 2 feet 9
lncheg wide. What is the meaning of this?

Mr. GrEpson: Perhaps they intended it
for a double bed.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: If it was the first
time in their life that thev had designed a
railway carriage we could understand it. If

Mr. F. A. Cooper.]
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they had never travelled in a railway car-

riage or knew nothing about it, you might
}70«1bly excuse them, but for ‘seats to be
designed 2 feet 8 inches in width practically

surpasses all comprehension. The timber was
cut, thée material was all ready. It was
ready to be covercd, and the trimmers, when
they saw the seat, exclaimed, “ Iow, in the

name of fortunc, arc we to get material
ordered to cover carviage seats 2 TFeet 2 inches
in w.dth to cover these seats 2 feet 9 inches
in width?” '

At 415 pam.,

Mr, Kmxg (Logan), one of the panel of

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.
Myr. . A, COOPER: The ceiling of the
carriages i» strengthencd by what is techni-
cally known as a hoop stick. That is a curved
pi:ce of wood that supports the ceiling.
Ordinarily, these picces of wood ave covered
with -inch material, and on that is placed
the \vun(wrlioh ceiling.  Fob some reason or
other it was decided to ¢over thess pieces of
wood with material 2 inches thick, and they
wers to be placed at varicus distances apart.
So carcfully had these timbers to be spaced
in order to tike the Wunderlich ceiling
that, instead of the whole work being done
by two nien in one day, as is ovdinarily the
case, it 100k four men a week to do it.

Mr. Enwarbs: If we told you that you
would not belivve it.

My, Canter: Why should we believe you?

Mr. ¥. A, COOPER:
carriages was so laulty
out of ten the lavatory pipes could not be
got down through the undergear. The pipes
had 10 bo bent and twisted 1n such a way as
to be practically useless. Fveryone knows
that the first thing which creates a stoppa
in a pipe is a bend, and the lavatory pipes
in most of these carriages are so bent that
the effect will be the same in every carriage
they will block, and, instead of being a use,
they will become a nuisance. One of the
greatcst troubles of the carriage men in the
Ipswich workshops in the repair section is to
handle filthy, dirty bogies that come in for
vepair, and on many occasions they have to
bhandle the filthy, dirty lava'ories because of
the blockages that arve caused by b‘nt pipes;
vet, after tlmtv years or forty vears experi-
cnce of carriage building, these men have
not :ufficient (‘ompctonce s0 to construct the
carriage lavatory that the pipe will go
~hawht down through the undergear. This
is an old (‘Onlpldll’]l Carriages come and
carriages go. but the same old design goces
on—the same old trouble. The plumber has
to wriggle the pipe as best he can to get an
cutlet for the lavatory.

I have decalt with the carriages, and now
I will lct them go. Liet me now deal with
the compostte cars. These cars have a second
class compartment at one end and a first
class compartment at the other, and some
carriages have been so designed that, when
the train is joined up the corridor will be
on the wrong side. It 18 placed on the sunny
side, and the people have to sit on the side
that might be called the” cool side. The
people would have to twist and turn to got
along to their scat+ simply because the ca
riage was dexigned the wrong end ﬁlsh.
Thoy will now have to Lift the whole thing
off i's bogey, take it to pieces, and turn it
round the other way and alter the whole
design if it is to be made of any use at all.
Now let me deal with the parlour cars. These
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cars, as hon. members know, are very comr-
fortable, and are fitted with chairs that are
very decent in some respects but not in others.
It was decided that these cars were to be
fitt#«d up with special chairs that were to be
obtained from a Brisbane firm. The Coach-
malkers’ Union objercted, and said that they
could make the chairs, and that they thought
they ought to be made in the Ipswich work-
shops.  What was the result? The Railway
Department decided that they would not
bave any chairs at all if they could not buy
them outside. They would not get them
made at the workshops, with the result that
they are going to take the old chairs out
of the o]d parlour cars and put them in the
new parviour cars. If that is good enough
now, and if they can place those old chairs
in the new cars, why did they not know that
before they decided to give an order for
forty or cightr of thosc chairs to some local
firm? Was it known then that they had
those other parlour-car chairs?

Mr. Norr: Do you wonder that
Government made a mess of Coominya?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The Government did
not make a mess of Coominya, as I have
already explained. When it comes to men in
charge of affairs doing things like that, T am
not surprised that the rank and file find 1t
very diffienlt in the cfforts thevy have been
making in the past to do the right thing. I
do not know what is going to become of the
old parlour cars. I suppose they will be fitted
up as ordivary cars and sent out on the line
again. If that is so, why go to the trouble
of taking the seats out of them and putting
them into the new cars? The new parlour
cars are much inferior to the parlour cars
that are now ruuning in fittings and general
appearance. Why go to the trouble of build-

the

ing inferior cars? Not only did they do
that, but when the ecars were fitted up they

weore to be finished off with cedar mouldings.
Cre car had the mouldings in positicn and
the material was all cut and polished and
ready for evection in the other car. Some-
body came and said, © 1 do not care much
about the look of those mouldings; take
them out.” They were taken out and the
whole lct replaced with fumed maple. The
Secretary for Public Works is a painter
and a competent tradesman, and he knows,
as everybody knows, that when a decorator

wots out to decorate a room he has some idea
of the colour he is going to use and what is
going to be the ger»erdl cffeci. I put it to
him that a carriage builder ought to know
what would be the general effcct of cedar
mouldings upon certain walls, and if cedar
mouldings were going to clash with any other
colour, he would not have cedar mouldings.
Yet we have the designer of these carriages
stipulating cedar mculdings, and when they
were put in position somecone decided that
they were a horrible clash and that they had
better be taken out. I cannot understand
why such things are done up therc.

Right at the end of the train is the guard’s
van, and the peculiar thing ahout that van
is that when it was put in position, when the
superstructure was put on the underframe,
it was found the doors would not operate.
Recause  of the big carviage over-hang.
it was neccessary to put knees, or struts, to
strengthen the underframe.  You would
think that a draftsman in designing a
carriage would see that those struts did not
go where the van door goes. That is where
in this case they do go. When they put m
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the doors they found that, to make the
passage lo the door, they would have to cut
the very struts. It seems an astonishing
thing that a draftsman cannot design an
underframe to fit in  with the super-
structure. I have taken the whole train
right from the beginning to the end, and
it shows there has been bungling from start
to finish. But this is not the only thing
that happened to these trains. There is this
additional fact concerning them. It was
decided that one train should be got out m a
iremendous hurvy.  Repair work was aban-
doned, and all possible hands concentrated
on this one particalar train. The train was
practically finished and ready to be taken
out into the yard, with the exception of the
brass catches which arve fitted on the windows
to let them up and down. These were not
procurable. The brass shop did mot have
the brass fittings necessary. They could
ot leave the train standing in the carriage-
shop. because the space it occupicd was
required. Consequently, they ran the train
out into the vard and exposed it to_the
weather, but ther could not do that without
first fitting the windows, besause the weather
would soon destroy the internal fittings. The
position now is that train has been finished
for months. and bas been left standing out
in {he vard exposed to all weathers.

At 4.21 pm.,

The CHAIRY
resumed the chair.

Alr. F. A, COOPER : Now, when they get
those brass fittings, it will be necessary to
take out the fifty or sixty windows, put in
the brasswork, and finish it off again. I do
not know whether I can altogether back up
the paragraph of the Treasurer that the
works sve cconomically run and capably
managed. If that is only a comparative
statement—ihat Queensland «tands over the
other Stats= in so far as the construction
of carriages goes—the other States must be
in a particularly bad way. What I have
stated has had this effect—that the time of
the men in these workshops has been taken

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbanc)

up on much u-eless work, which has delayed-

carriage repaivs, and the repairs of carriagoes
have been neglected for some considerable
time. The carriages are not in a good con-
dition at all. I was informed by the Coach-
makers’ Union that they have never been
in such a bad state as they are to-day. Some
time a I wrote to the Secretary for
Railways, and drew his attontion to the fact
that two carriages sent to the workshops
for repairs showed by their condition that
for some time they must have been a danger
to the travelling public, and I urged the
Minister to sec that no further carriages
were allowed to be used in that condition.
1 received a reply from the secretary to the
Commissioner, saying that the men who
examined these carriages were examiners—
of course they would be—and that they were
working under men who were competent
leading hands. Al I have to say is that if
they were working under men who are com-
petent leading hands, and if they allowed
these carriages to run in a condition which
rendcred them unsafe for the travelling
publi¢, they either were not doing their
duts, or they were not competent to do their
duty. The average carriage examiner is
trained to know when a wheel is broken, or
when a bogey is cracked, or when an axle-
box is hot. That is his main business. When
a train comes jn he goes along the various
carriages, and by tapping in certain places
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with a hammer, knows by his trained ear
and cve whether the wheel is all right, and
whether the bogey and axles are in running
condition, It is a ridiculous statement for
the sceretary to the Conuaissioner to say
that the ecarriage examiner is working under
2 competent foreman, and therefore every-
thing 1s all right. There is only one remedy
by which this state of affairs can be
improved, and that is to separate at once the
wood and iron sccticns of the Ipswich Work-
shops. T want to sce the wood section put
nnder a competent wood man, who is able
to examine drawings as they come from the
drawing oflice, and say that the drawings
are such that they can be worked to. In
many ibstances, as carriage drawings come
from the draftsman, before they can be
worked to they have to be altered in some
respect or other. The common practice is
for the draftsman to come into the carriage
shop after the carriage is constructed and
alter his drawings. 'The unfortuvate thing
is that no bensiit acerues, and the same old
tnistake is vepeated time after time. Two
vans were built some considerable time #go,
and 1t was pointed out that the tie rod was
placed in such a position ihat the guard in
jumping into his van ran the risk of catch-
ing his toe between the =tep and the tie-rod
nuts.  The unfortunate part was that this
proved to be the case. It was reported. At
that time there were ounly two vans with
that particular class of tic rod, whereas
to-day sixtcen are running with it so fitted.
The result is that every once of these vans
w1l have to go back to the workshops for
aiteration.  They will have to reverse the
van door. 'The carsiage door opens out-
wards, but the guard, being an athletic sort
of individual, has to run ws catch the train
while it 35 in motion, and he must have a
door which epens inwarsls, The door of the
guard’s van opens inwurds, and when these
alterations are being made a simple reversal
will make them open outwards, so cach will
huve to he altered so that the door will
open inwards instead of outwards. All that
trouble was caused by the wsnt of proper
supervision, and the abscnee of a proper
wood man to supcervise the woodwork in the
Ipswich Workshops. The objection now to
scparating the two branches is that there
will have to be a separate blacksmith’s shop,
a scparate fitting shop, and, in fact, separate
shops altogether. That is not so. There is
no reason whs the present foreman black-
gmith cannct supeivise the blacksmithing and
ironwork. ¢o long as there is a separate sec-
tion for the carriage department. llere we
have had the mail train held up for months,
and goodness knows how much longer it will
be, because the brass shop has not got ready
the brass catches; but if it cannot make a
better catch than has been turned out, some-
thing might have to be done, These fittings,
ov some of them, have been turned out in
such a way that one is likely to cut his
fingers in atterupting to use them. 'They .are
made with a knife-cdge. There appears to
be a lack of co-ordination beiween the
various departments. The ironwork depart-
ment cares very little of what happens in
the woodworking section. I can illustrate
this by an inciden{ I was told of. A leading
hand was standing one day in his shop
because he could not get certain material
from another shop, when one of the foremen
or managers came along and said to him,
* What is the matter?’ The leading hand
replied, ‘I cannot get material from such-

Mr, F. A, Cooper.]




692 Supply.

and-such a shop.” The reply he received

was, “ Why worry? Nobody else does.”
am sorry to say that such was the result with
a man who was trying to do his work, and I
say the men in the Ipswich Workshops do
try to do their level best. They have battled
in season and out of season with the Minister
and with the Commissioner for Railways to
have somic say in the control and manage-
ment of these shops. They sec these things
going on day after day, week after week,
month after month, and year after year, yet
they are expected to give the very best that
is in them, and to do all they can to advance
the prosperity and earning capacity of the
Queensland railways, and they sece those in
anthority at the same time paying so little
attention to matters as I have mentioncd.
I say that this is either due to ignorance,
carelessness, or what might be aptly called
scientific sabotage. Whatever the reason is,
it has to be stopped.
Opposrriox MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I have borne this
matter as long as I can bear it, and I have
struggled with the people whom I think I
ought to struggle with; but in common
decency to my district and the men in the
worlkshops, the big bulk of whom are trying
to do a fair and honest thing, I think I am
in duty bound to make the statement I am
making here now.

Orposition MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Me, T, Al (COOPER: T am not expecting
the Commissioner for Railways to be able
to put his hand on every little thing.

It is a ridiculous thing to expect the
Secrotary for Railways or the Commissioner
to be able to deal with everything that
comes along—that they should adjudicate
vpon the dismissal of a lad porter, and also
receive a deputation about some big concern
in connection with the Roma Street sheds.
These officials must depend upon their offi-
cers; they must place reliance upon those
under them. I have a little illustration
of the way in which these officials act that
will astonish hon. members. Tt will be
remembered that in 1921 a number of memn
were dismissed from the Ipswich workshops,

and that it was generally referred

[1.30 p.m.] to as the act of deflation. The

Comiissioner for Railways, also
the Minister, clearly stated that, when a
chance cffered, some of the deflated men
would be replaced but that others would not
be reinstatod no matter what might happen.
It was pointed out very plainly to the
unions and to me that certain men could
not be reinstated for- various reasons. As
member for the district, men came to me
and said, “ There is a reported vacancy in
such and such a shop,” and even when there
was no vacancy at all a man would come to
me and ask ‘“ What chance is there of my
getting back now?” 1 would go 1o the
Commissioner and say,  There is a reported
vacancy in such and such a shop, and such
and such a man asks to be reinstated.” The
Commissioner would say. ¢ There is no
vacancy.” Yet another man would be
appointed. The turned-down man would
want an explanation, and at last I went to
the Commissioner and said, “ You have
replied to me in connection with certain men
saying that there is no vacancy, yet other
men have been appointed, What is the
position?”  He said, “ There are certain
men whom we cannot take back for certain

[Mr. F. A. Cooper.
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reasons.” I said, ‘ Well, write me, Mr,
Commissioner, to that effect, and I will send
the letter on to these men, and that will be
the end of the business.”” He thought it
was a good idea and wrote me, saying,
“ Such and such a man cannot be reinstated
because he ran a ¢ double book.” Such and
such a man cannot be reinstated because he
gave more attention to horse racing than any-
thing elsc. Such and such a man cannot
be reinstated because he was a bad time-
keeper and was more often away than at
work. Such and such a man cannot be
reinstated because he was a bad worker. Such
and such a man cannot be reinstated because
he would not pay any attention and was a
shirker.”” I showed cach man the letter,
and one of them said to me, ° That is
satisfactory, anyhow; I know now why I
got the bullet and will go clsewhere for a

job.” I went away North with the. Public
Works Connission, and when I returned
in a month, I met one of these men. I

wondered how he was taking the matter.
Ile gave a grin and turned away his face.
I thought he was ashamed to face the situ-
ation, but was astonished to find that during
my absence every one of those men had been
reinstated.

Mr. CorsEr: You were cut out.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I do not complain
about that. but I do complain about the Com-
missioner for Railways sending down a state-
ment that such a thing could not be done,
and then one of his officials coming along
and reinstating those men.

Mr. CosTELLo : By the union secretary?
Mr. F. A. COOPER: It was not done by

a union secretary; it was done by the offi-
cials of the Railway Workshops at Ipswich.
They are the men who recommend reinstate-
ment, and who recommended the reinstate-
ment of those men.~ Again, I wrote with
regard to a carriage builder. It was said
that this man was onc of the worst, and
that the Commissioner did not think he
could ever give him another job as a car-

* riage builder but might find him a job as a

labourer. A little while after the Ipswich
Railway Workshops were asked to recom-
mend three carriage builders, and I was
astonished to find that this man—the worst
of the twelve who were deflated—was one
of the three to get a job. I do not know
how we are to get efficiency from the lowest
ranks of the service when no cohesion exists
amongst officers in the upper ranks. I think
that the Ipswich Railway Workshops require
a thorough rake-over. I am ne Methodist,
but I do admire the Moethodist Church
for shifting its ministers around periodically,
and I think that if men make tremendous
blunders, we ought to shift them round a
hit and give others a chanee of making
good.

Mr. ErpuIxsTONE: What about applying
that to members of Parliament?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I belong to a party
that believes in the shift round. As a
matter of fact, every threc years we have
to go up for examination. to be approved
and passed before facing the barrier again.
and 1 congratulate the Country party and
the Nationalist party for adopting the same
tactics. - If the heads of our Railway Work-
shops 4nd of our departments had to come
up every three years and justify their posi-
tions for the future as we have to do, I
am sure that we should get better results.
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I am not sure that I am keen on fixity of
tenure. If I have outlived my usefulness as
the member for Bremer, 1 am prepared to get
out, and I will not cry out and say, ‘1
thought I was on the staff and that I was
there for life.” People in responsible posi.
tions should justify their actions by continued
competence. These revelations about the iwo
trains and one set of vehicles ought to be
sufficient indication as to the gross ignor-
ance and carelessness of the people control-
ling the Ipswich Workshops at the present
time,

Mr. PETERSON (¥ormanby):
the Treasurer’s mission to England will be
a great success, because any failurc on the
part of Queensland to make good will only
react on the people here and particularly
on the workers. Consequently it is our duty
to render every possible assistance, if that
assistance 1is requued to ensure the success
of the Treasurer’s mission.

T trust that

I desire to make a few remarks concern-
ing the public school vote. I, in common
with other hon. membels have been satis-
fied with the action of the Government in
erecting schools when they have been
1equlred and I publicly thanked the Govern-
ment—whilst I supported them and since
I left them—ior the attitude they adopted.
However, the position now is that, rightly
or wrongly, there has been ja cessation
on the part of the Iducation Department
in the construction of schools. I am not
saying this in a eritical way but am merely
t131ng to cspouse the causc of certain sce-
tions in my electorate which are strongly
in sympathy with the present Goxermnent
It has been the continued policy of the
department for the past two years to issue
letters to the effect that ““The school is
approved, and when the finances are in a
Letter position the matter will be recon-
sidered.”  One thing that the Government
have always taken pride in is that they have
tried to place before the people and chil-
dren of Quecnsland every facility for educa-
tion, and I trust that this policy of ““go
slow,”” so far us the erection of public schools
is concerncd, will ceasc, and that in the
current financial year the Secretary for Pub-
lic  Instruction will sce tho wisdom of
applying a certain amount of -the vote to
provide facilities for the education of our
children. When I see the ])a]atial building
that is going up at the top of George street
and consider that £230,000 is bemfr expen-
ded- on i, T am disappointed to see some
of the pcop]o outback asking for school
facilities and receciving letters from the
department saying, “ We approve of the
school, but it will have to wait till the
sweet byve-and-bye, as no moner is avail-
able.” T hope that that policy will not be
continued. I think it should be the cffort
of hon. members on both sides of the House
to cncourage settlement by the crection of
schools and give the children every oppor-
turitty  of belng educated. In many cases
where schools have heen approved of in the
country the homes of the children attending
those schools are miles away and the major-
ity of the children ride to school. TUnfor-
tunately the department does not fence the
country schools; the children come in with
their horses and when it comes to going
home time thev have to chase all round the
country to find their horses. When we have
appealed to the department to provide fences
round these country schools we are politely
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informed that, if the parents arc prepared
to find a certain part of the cost, the Govern-
ment will supply the material. That may
be all right in 1its way, but I challenge the
Government to show one single instance in
the city where the parents have been asked
to do that.

The SECRETARY FOrR PuBLic WORKS:
a,ccept your challenge—Wilston

PETERSON: I thank the hon. gentle-
man for that information.

The SEcrETARY FOr PUBLIc WoRkS: You go
out to the Wilston school and see what the
local people have done there.

Mr. MoRGAN: Built sheds.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLIc WORKs: They
have done quitec a number of things. Then
the Ascot people have spent over £500 on the
school grounds.

Mr. CorsEr: They are not farmers or they
would not have 500 pence.

Mr. PETERSON : The Minister will agree
with me that therc is no analogy between the
two systems so far as the towns and the
country are concerned. At the Wilston :chool
not one child rides to school on a horse.

The SECRETARY rOR PUBLIC WORKS : Why try
to sidetrack? You raised the point that
people in the metropolitan area did not do
anything for their schools and I am telling
vou what has been done.

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. gentleman has
given two tllustrations out of over 100 schools.
However, I do not want to raise a storm in a
teacup. In country electorates where schools
are erccted the least the Government can do

I will

is to put a fence round them so that the
children can easily get their horses when
schocl is over. 1 have always held that,

where a Government open up large areas
of land to induce settlers to go out in the
country, schools should precede settlement.
Hon. members may ask why schools should
precede settiement. For this reason—that it
takes nearly two years to get a school after
the required number of children arc in the
district. and, if a large area is thrown open,
surcly the Government could afford to spend
£300 or £400 in erccting a school where the
childven can get educational facilities. At
Carmilla and other centres in my electorate,
during the past three years, quite a number
of children have been absolutely bereft of
any means cf education other than by the
postal system, which cannot be cleimed to bLe
altogether a success.

The SECRETARY POR PUBLIC WORKS : There iz
a school just about finishing at Kelvin Grove
now. What are you talking about?

Mr. PETERSON: I never mentioned
Kelvin Grove. I mentioned Carmilla. I
sincerely trust a little attention will be given
to those electorates which have suffered so
severely for the want of schools. I am not
pleading for my own particular supporters,
but I am pleading for Carmilla and Central
Ridgeiand, where “the people are strong sup-

porters of the Government.

A great deal of noise has been made about
the question of Australian sentiment. We
have heard from members on both sides of
the Chamber how desirable it is to have an
Australian sentiment. As far as I can under-
stand the meaning of an Australian ser\t'»
ment, it is a belief in things Australian; and,
when you believe in things Austrefhan you
desire to build up Australian industries to
help Australian workers. In order to bring

Mr. Peterson.]
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about that ideal I desire to raise a few ques-
tions. I noticed some tlmo ago that the
Goverrment called tenders in other parts of
the world and in Queensland, too, for certain
sugar machinery. They got some tenders
from Czecho-Slovakia, England, and Scotland,
as well as from New South Wales and Quceens-
land: but up to the present moment we do
not know whose tender has been accepted.
What T want to get at is this: When these
tonders wore called oach tenderer was glven
an opportunity of preparing his own specifi-
estion. The result was that, when the tenders
came in. there was a wide divergence between
the tenders from Queensland firms and the
lowest tender reccived from Tngland.

Mr. How do you know that?

My, PETERSON: I know that thev sup-
plied their own specification, and I under-
stand it is to be left to the engincers of the
department to pick out which is the best.
That is the point I want to got at so far as
Australian sentiment is concerned. In the
¢ Telegraph” the other day we noticed that
there i+ a complaint in England that the best
tradesmen of England are Ieaving there be-
cause of the low wages prevailing in the
enginecer shops, yet, when it comes to a ques-
tion of tendering, becausc their tenders are
lower. no consideration whatever is given to
the fact that they are not operating under the
same wages award as the Queensland firms
are: no consideration is paid to the fact that
it is sweated Jabour in many cases on the
other side of the world; but, because they
can show that the nnchnmrv is going to cost
less, the Government invariably accept the
lowest tonder. Where does the Australian
sentiment come in?  We all believe in arhi-
tration and must all subscribe to that prin-
ciple, and so long as we have the Arbitration
Court to protect the workers, 1t should be the
duty of the Government to se2 that the wages
paid in other parts of the world are equal to
those paid in Queensland or they should not
accept tenders from other parts of the world.
Take as an example one of the steol railway
bridges in Northern Queensland, for which
tenders were called and accepted just before
the election. T think a Scottish tender was
accepted, although Queensland firms had
tendered. No consideration was taken of the
wages paid over there, and it is well known
that vyou can land goods in the North from
England at prachcal]v the same freightage
on the big boats as from Brishane to Towns-
ville.  If you believe in Australian sonhment
vou should protect the workers here and give
them an opportunity of getting what xxcnk
is going, or eclse force the manufacturers in
other 'palts of the world to pay the higher
wages. It should be the aim and .mbition
of every hon. member to build up a high
standard for the worker; but we cannot build
up a high standard if we are going to cart
our tenders all round the world—to Czecho-
Slovakia and those places—in order to com-
pel our manufacturers to submit low tenders.
Our manufacturers cannot compete against
forcign competition unless you wipe out
Arbitration Court awards, and no member
of this House is prepared to do that; and the
only way to be fair and square to our own
people is to give them a preference to the
cxtent of the higher awards which we ‘must
stand for. While we cannot speak with any
weight on this side of the House, I sincerely
trust that hon. members who r(‘mment big
industrial works will be prepared to see that
this work is given to our own people. I do

[Mr, Peterson.
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hope that the Australian sentiment which hon.
members on the other side so much prate
about will be practised at home, and that
every facility will be given to Queensland
conh actors to secure work for Qucensland
vorkers who are paid according to Arbitra-
tion Court awards.

The Government no doubt can take a great
deal of credit for increased land scttlement
It is no rruod one harping and saying that
no wttempt is being made in this dxrectlon
I have to admit thai the Government are
attempting, in a very big way, to bring about
increased land settlement. The difficulty I
see in front of the Government at the preseunt
time is that we are suffering to-day, not from
the want of increased land settlement, but
the trouble is because the unfortunate settlers
cannot get a fair price for that which they
vroduce. Let us take butter as an exampile.
We find butter is being dumped into Queens-
Innd, and no assistance whatever is given to
the primary producer to enable him to get 2
reasonable return for his produce. When it
was thought that the primary producer was
getting too much, there was ample power to
p)ovent him getting a higher price; but now
that buiter is being dumped here from the
other States no action is taken by the Govern-
ment to try and protect the dairyman.

Tven with regard to caaned fruits we find
that, under the New South Wales Govern-
mwent, although it may be a so-calied Tory
(tovernment, the Murrumbidgee Irugatmn
Trust, which manufactures a hum\ quantity
of canned fruits, is dumping inio Qu(‘ens]md
a lavge quantity of canned fruits and selling
them at 2d. per lb. less than what they are
selling at in New South Wales.

Reverting again to the guestion of Austra-
lian sentiment, whilst we mayr proudly stand
for Australian sentiment sometimes, we should
come a :ittie nearer home and tb to incul-
cate a Queensland sentiment, Whilst manu-
facturers in the South are protectsd hy their
Governments by a preference clause, there
is no preference whatever given b+ the
()uoonshrd Government to manufacturers
here working under their own Arbitration
Court awards. Consequently, in the interests
of the workers generally, 1 hope that the
Government will iry and keor) in Qucensland

as much as possible work which rightly
Lielongs 1o the workers bere.
The next matter I desire to speak about

is land settlement. Land settlement connot
bLhe made a success unless we have some pro-
vision made for absorbing the products which
are grown on the land. The only way you
can have success in  that dnf\cnon is by
encouraging secondzuy industries in Queens-
land. Unfortunately, hon. members npposite
will not agree with us when we sa» that
there are practically less new industries
developing in Queensland to-day than at any
period during the past fifteen years. The
argument has been adduced that that is due
to increased taxation. Many hon. members
have stated that taxation is generally passed
hack on to the workers, 'The hon. membesr
for Rockhampton the otber night stated that
he could not agrec with that argument. IHe
said, speaking genelally with regard to indus-
tries and taxation, shat he could not agres
with the argument that taxation was passed
Lack on to the workers. I want to show
how the hon. member iz wrong by queting
the Treasurer’s statement to him.

Mr. GrepsoN: It does nat prove him (o be
wrong because the Treasurer said it.



Supply.
Mr. PETERSON: On 24th October, 1912,
the following dialogue took place between
Mr. Denham, the then Premier and Mr.

Theodora (vide ‘ Hansard,” page 1244, for
that year) with regard to the incidence of
taxation :—

“’The PREMIER:
crease taxation.

“ Mr. Theodore: You do not want fo
increase taxation on your own political
friends.

“ The Provier : They are the only ones
who are paying it now.

“Mr. Theodore: Everyone in the com-
munity is paying because it is being
passed ‘on. The consumers are really
paying the tax; it is passed on to them.”

and I

I do not want to in-

That is the position in a nutshell,
thoroughls agrce with the Treasurer when
be made that statement, which T think he
believes in to-day. What has been the result
of this high taxation? We have not got the

sccondary industries in Queensland ihat we
should have had, and, unlesz we alter our
policy of taxation, we cannot hope to estab-

lish them. In other words,
taxation is simply giving
Socuthern manufacturers.  Because of the
taxation here Southern firms can compote
with us on equal {erms, even taking the
sbipping charges into Con:xdmatm'l T sug-
gest that, in order to encourvge industry to
come here and open up avenues of =mploy-
reent and to provide markets for our produce
and sottle more people here, it should be
the policy of the Government io exempt from
taxation f01 at least a_period of five years
any new enterprise which is prepared to
open  up in  Quecensland.  The so-called
capitalist will not be the only one to benefit.
The worker himself will benefit because of
the increased ayenues of employment. and
the producer will have a natural market;
aud the natural market is one which can
be controlled betier than the market over-
geas, over which we have no control at sll.
Consequently I sincerely trust that the
Government will adopt this part of our palicy,

and I suggest that thoy should take this info
censideration  collaterally with the land
scitlement scheme.  As sure as the sun riscs
in the morning, so sure will any large svstem
of land settlement fail unless you have
thousands morc people in the citics to con-
sume that which the settlers are producing.

our policy of
protection  to

The next matter I wish to speak on is with
regard 1o the restoration of the 5 per cent.
reduction imposed on the railway men and
public servants. I do not knew what other
hon. members may think of this matier, but
I consider that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to restore the amount at the earliest
possible moment. It should not be the poliey
of the Government to continue a reduc tion
of that nature No matter what previous
Governments have done, we must net take
any cognisance of it; we must do our duty.
I have often 1hought how impossible It is
for many of the workers to live on the
wages they are getting under the trying
conditions whloh we have been subjecied to
during the past few years.

Mr. GrEpsoN: What about the
cvtside the Government service ?

Mr. PETERSON : The workers outside will
kave 1o be subject to the Arbitration Court
awards just the same as those inside. I
think the hon. member will agree that the

workers
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public servants are entitled to the restorstion
of the amount taken away from them, irre-
spective of what occurs outside. It should
be the duty of those outside to sce that a
fair wage is paid.

The next matter I would like to speak on
is the butter question. I make an appeal
to the Secretary for Agriculture to do his
utmost 1o try and save the butter situution
for the primary producers to-day. I notice
in this morning’s paper a statement that the
Logan and Albert Co-operative Company’s
butter factory has produced 690,065 1b. of
butter less this year than last year. Despite
the drought conditions which have operated
all over Queensland during the past three
years, and despite the diminished output of
bnttor factories, the price of butter is
'Ioppmg day by day. 1t is not a faiv thing
that this should keep going om, and I sin-
cerely urge upon the Sceretary for Agricul-
ture to do his utmost ing that he had
the power to prevent the bulter faciorics
from getting a kigher price when higher
prices were ruling—to sce if he cannct pro-
vide some means by which to give to thesa
people a fair return for the labour involved
i the production of butter. When the report
of Mr. Ferry, wi az appointed to go
thoroughlv mto the question of butter pro-
duction, was presented to this Chambur it

was state d on page 32 that he had found
that from 1915 to 1320 the cost of producing
butter had averaged 3s. 2d. per lb. T am
1ot going to argue that buiter shouid be sent
up to 3s. 2d. par lb., because consumers have
a right to be protecled as well as the pro-
(illC(\I's, but I think hkon. members will agree
that the Council of Agriculture and other
sciremes for the amelioration of the farmer
are of no avail unless the Government take
preliminary action. I appeal for the
thetic support of the Secrefary for Ag
fure, and I ask him to rise to the occasion
and render every possible assistance to these
prople.

#
I thank hon,
Icaung they have given me,

that some notice will be taken of
said.

Mr. LLOYD (Ke¢lvin Grove): I think the
Financial Statement is, on the whole, one
on which the Goverhment are to be con-
gratulated. Nothing evidences this more
than the quality of the criticism which pur-
ports to be hostile. The adverse criticism
that it has received has been of a most per-
functory and unconvineing nature, and it is
quite cvident that the gontlemcn who are
making these adverse criticisms are snnply
saying what they think is expected of them
as members of the Opposition and are mot
cxpressing their own personal opinions.
There is one argument, however, which has
been advanced by the Opposition which nceds
some comment, and that is the comparison
of the present financial position with the
financial position which existed during the
SsIX years or so which immediately pwcoded
the great war. Those years were the most
prosperous ones in the hn<t01v of Queensland,
and it is no particular medlt to the Govern-
ment which held the reins of office at that
time that "they accumuiated some small

surpluses. The surpluses that they

[56 pom.] did accumulate were mainly acci-

dents; they were more often than
not the results of miscalculations in estimat-
ing. They were, morecover, produced at a

Mr. Lloyd.)

members for the patient
and 1 trust
what I have
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time when wealth cozed out of the ground
and surpluses tumbled out of the clouds. 1
think that the Government which held office
under those conditions of unsurpassed pros-
perity should not only have produced some
microscopic surpluses, but should also have
carried on the public works which were
required at that time out of revenue, or, at
any rate. should have reduced the nationai
debt by several millions.

Mr. Kerso: You do not do much out of
revenue.

Mr. LLOYD: If the hon. member who has
interjected has followed the history of
Queensland as a public man should, ke
will know perfectly well that the conditions,
not only in Queensland, but also the world
over, have during the Jast eight years been
diametrically opposed in nature to what they
were during the preceding six years.

Mr. Kgrso: Your own side claim that the
last eight years have been the most prospor-
ous years that we have ever had. How do
you square that with your statcment?

Mr. LLOYD: The claim was never made
in the sense suggested. That is the reply one
must make to the hon. member; any more
remarks would be a mere waste of the time
or the Committee.

In commenting on some of the details of
the Financial Statement, I have something
to say on the expenditure of the Government
ir. the relief of destitution. Some hostile
criticism  has  been levelled against the
Government because they have spent so much
for this purpose. I am one of those Govern-
ment  supporters who consider that it is
greatly to the credit of the Government that
they are providing for the necds of the
destitute.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, he%r!

Mr. LLOYD: Onc hon. member, who is
at present in the Chamber, inicrjected to
another speaker who made remarks some-
what similar to those which T am making,
“Why do you not give them work?’ The
hon. member knows perfectly well that it is
not within the power of the Siate Govern-
ment—who are without control over the tariff
—to solve the unemployment problem. It is
only within the power of the Commonwealth
Government parly, of which hon. members
opposite form a section, and for which they
are very active workers during a Federal
election, to find a solution of the unemployed
problem so far as Australia is concerned.
We are importing the greater part of our
manufactured goods from the other end of
the world, although the raw material for
many of them, such as woollen goods, is pro-
duced, or mainly produced, here and is sent
to the other end of the world for manufac-
ture. It is, therefore, to our friends who
have control of the Federal administration
that we must look for any radical ameliora-
tion of the unemployed position. All that it
is within the power of the State Government
to do at the present time is to provide
palliatives. I believe, however, that the
scheme of organisation of industry which the
Government have initiated will, "if followed
out in the spirit in which it is conceived,
reduce the unemployment evil—locally, a}
any rate—almost to vanishing point.  But
before any real permanent remedy can be

[Mr. Lioyd.
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provided, a party having more progressive
views than the one which at present holds .
office in the Federal Parliament must gain
control of the administration. I hope that
our Government will continue their policy of
relieving those persons who are really desti-
tute without imposing unnecessary humilia-
tion. The policy which the Government
adopted some years ago is being continued
with regard to married men with families.
That is a most Important feature; but at
the same time there are some men who have
nof families and who are equally descrving
of consideration. I must say that I do not
think the policy of sending a man on_to the
next town is quite a good ome. Certainly, if
a man goes into the couritry he will manage
to live somehow, but it is only an indirect
form of mendicancy. A man turns up at a
farm and asks for work, and the farmer has
no work to give him, but he gives him a
meal.  The man does not actually beg,
but the result is the same. I think that
the State should accept the responsibility of
shielding from destitution without humilia-
tion any capable citizen who is willing to
work. I think that mendicancy, of whatever
form, is one of the greatest evils—perhaps
the most demoralising ill that we have. 1
believe that a man who is a mendicant is
harder to reform—that it is more difficult to
get him back in to the path which a self-
respecting citizen should follow—than a man
who has taken to actual crime. I hope the
policy will be followed of giving the neces-
sarics of life to people who are unable to get
work. We argue for work as a right.

Mr. Kerso:
cannot get 1t.

Mr. LLOYD: I am not speaking of the
class of whom the hon. member interjects—
of the men who can get work and do not
want it. I am speaking of the men who do
want work and cannot get it.

Mr. Kerso: I did not say that.

Mr. LLOYD: I am speaking of men who
really want work. I know perfectly well that
there are in Qucensland—and tc a far
greater provortion in the other States of
Australia—men who are willing to work and
cannot get work,

Mr. Hyxzs: The greater portion of the
vote was spent in assisting women and chil-
dren. Would you make those people work?

Mr. Momrgax: No. That is another vote
altogether.

Mr. LLOYD: We adhere to the slogan of
worlk as a right. That is sound in its aim
and in its ideal, but I think that we would
do better if we stated the problem the other
way round and said that we stood for the
necessities of life as a right—for work as a
contingent obligation. A statement of that

Some men who want work

kind would make a largcr mouthful, but
would be more instructive regarding the

nature of the problem which we have to
solve,

The State enterprises have been subjected
to hostile criticism. which has been very much
of the same nature as the criticism of the
Financial Statement generally. Members
who have indulged in it have given the
impression that they are saying rather what
is expected of them in the part they are
playing in this political drama than voicing
their own opinions.
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Judged from the standpoint of the public,
the State enterprises—looking at them in the
broadest possible light—have been an unquali-
fied success. They have given to the public
necessary commodities at a reasonable rate.
They have kept down profiteering to an
extent which has never been effected in any
other country which was involved in the late
war. The hon. member for Warwick said
that the State enterprises should be left to
the people. They arc going to be left to the
people. We as “the peoples representatives
are going to retain conirol of them, and we
are going to estend the operations of our
State enterprises policy.

Mr. Kenso: More losses.

LLOYD: Certainly we have had, as is
the 1Csult in all experimenting, one or two
temporary failures: but those failures have
proved instructive lessons on the State enter-
prises policy, and the present Government
in their State enterprises have a great and
highly successful career before them.

I have rcad of the great British states-
man, Charles James Fox, that he could come
into the British House of Commons after
being clsewhere all night, just when dawn was
breaking, and take part in a debate and reply
to speeches he had never heard. Before I
came to this Chamber I used to think that was
a wonderful thing, and I often wondered
whether it was correet. I .do not wonder now.
Even after an absence of three years from this
Chamber, I could come here to-day, and, if
I were given the names of some hon. members
opposite who had spoken, I could reply to
their speeches without cver having heard
them. The arguments on repudiation were
the same arguments that were heard in the
seccond  reading debate on the Land Aect
Amendment Act four years ago.

I am in the happy position of being able to
agree with hon. members opposite on one
point. Some of them suggested that it would
be a good thing if the departmental reports
and the Auditor-General’s 10})01t were ready
before this discussion took place. I entirely
agree with that. Not that I attach such a
great deal of importance to these depart-
mental reports, for, after all, they are the
advertising literature of the permanent
officials who run the departments. They are
not of such a great value as we are some-
times inclined to think they arc; but, such
as thev are, it would be a good thing if we
had them before us. At the same time, we
are simply following on in the traditional
lines of parliamentary methods. I hope that
the Government, after thev deal with the
more pressing and more urgent matters, will
find time to make some reform in our parlia-
mentary methods. For instance, at the close
of this discussion, Mr. Chanman you will he
instructed by us o present a ropmt to Mr.
Speaker, who will come back and tell us what
we have done. I think that we should intro-
duce reform that will eliminate this practice
of playing a little game with ourselves, and
cut out all unnecessary formality in procedure.
We should fix a time when those reports
should be sent in, and a time for the
sessions of Parliament. We should fix a
cortain time of the year for certain stages of
parliamentary business to be reached. I go
even further. I think it would be a very
good thing if we could make such alteration
in the Constitution that we could have fixed
election dates. That has been tried in other
countries in the world, and has apparently
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proved a success in the United States of
America. The present Government seems LG
have something of the kind in the back of itz
head, when it re i
that is, in the second quarter of the year. I
hope that that is a precursor of some fixed
arrangement Whlch will definitely fix the
length of sessions and the date of elections.
We must realise that during the last eight
years—the life of this Government—what
almost amounts to a legislative revolution
has taken place, and therefore there is no
necessity for us to carry on with the obsolete
methods that might have suited very well
in a House representing only a section of the
community which had to haggle with the
nohles and the monarch on what were said
to be privileges, but which we have estab-
lished as rights.

Some remarks hzve been made on the ques-

tion of cducation. I was very much impressed
by the remarks of the hon. member for
Bowen. Ile showed an uneasiness as to
whether during the eight years of the Labour
Government in Quecensland we had left any
significant mark on our educational policy.
e gave me the impression that he had been
uneasy as to whether we really as a political
party had fulfilled our obligations to the great
movement which we represent. 1 am not
uncertain on that matter at all. I am quite
sure that we have not. During the period
of the war there was every reason for our
heing cautious. Any step that we might
have taken would have been absolutely cortain
to be misrepresented. Five years have elapsed
since thc conclusion of the war, and I can sece
no evidence of progress in our gencral policy
of education. I do not mean little administra-
tive details which officials can manage in any
case. 1 can sce no signs of b‘mgmg the
educational policy of this country into touch
with the present times. Mr. Hardacre, bo‘oru
his retirement, had the intention of revising
the school reading books. That gentleman did
me the honour of presenting me with a set
of books and asking me to read them through
and give him my opinion on them. That was
four years ago, but [ do not think anything has
heen done so far. I am not hers to make any
indefinite statement. I want to say exactly
what I consider should be the aim of a
political party such as this, and of a com-
munity wh]ch has adopted the policy of this
political party. It is recognised that the
duties of the State in education are twofold.
First of all, to prepare the children for the
dutics of eitizenship, and seccondly to pro-
vide equal opportunities. The Government
during their eight vears of office have secured
for the masses rights which have never been
oxercised in any community in the world
before that we have certain knowledge of,

I say no community in the world that
we have certain knowledge of, because
any news that come: from Russia 1

regard as unreliable because of the obscurity
that still envelops that country. Apart from
that, the Governmeut of Queensland at the
present time are the most democratic Govern-
ment in the world. We have secured rights
for the masses. We have thrust upon them
responsibilities such as have never been thrust
on the masses of any other couniry, and we
ought to be considering how we are going to
prepare the future citizens to cxercise those
great responsibilities.

It is not only thut we do not appear to be
doing anything in that direction, but a more

Mr. Lloyd.]
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serious featurc is that we do not, except for
occasional remarks like that which 1 have
quoted as coming from the hon. member for
Bowen, seem to be sufficientlv concerning
ourselves about this very great question.
This is not a question to be left to experts.
The educational experts are the navigators.
I had personal knowledge of a number of
officers of the Education Department cven
when they oceupied humbler positions than
they do at the preant time, and T know
them to be capable “men who are pre-
parved to take the ship which they navigate
on any course which we map out. They will
well and conscicentiously do their duty to the
communitv. It is for us to direct them, and
it is for them to carry out the pohcy I
do not suggest that we should inflict on the

people of Quconblanu ancthing in the way of
pohtu 2] dogma. So long as we get them
to studz the products of great 1H0ught’, 1
an not concerned abeut the political cou-

victions  of the great thinkers, One
of the great things fo be laid down in
be taught is the duty of the individual
towards the State. There are certain text-

books on the subject: hut the trouble about
those toxt-books is that they lar down
generalisations, and do not conneet these
generalisations with the great facts of his-
tory which exist in the world outside our
own communitiex. It is important that the
citizen should Dbe taught his own responsi-
bility to his own State. The hon. member
for Rockhampton was accused of dislovalty
because he laid stress on the fact that the
Australian boy should be taught loyalty to
Australia.  Loyalty is a matter of rather
wide interpretation. T expected something
in the way of fireworks by this hon. mcmbm
on this particular matter from a remark I

hcald made by a member of the Opposition,
but  rcading through the hon. member’s

speech, T saw nothmm there which would sug-
gest anything in the w ay of disloralty to any
institution or to any tradition. 1t was simply
a statement stressing ihe necd of {eaching
the responsibility of the Australian citizen to
the Australian communily. Then we should
do what is still morc important. The great
war shattered many an illusion. It shattered
the illusion that many of us had right up to
the time that hostilities started—that the
people of the world were too enlightened to
engage in war. We cho 1ld do something to
prepare the citizens of our own State, at any
rate, so that ther can do something towards
udeNt asding the outside world better and
directing our own policy, #o0 that we can do
our share towards avoiding such a calamity
in the future. It will be a very difficult
thing to do. In Ausiralia we are in a
singularly isolated position in  relation
to the outside world, The first thing we
should do 1s to enlighten our children as
te  what is really happening in the
outside world, Our education in that
regard is of the narrowest possible nature.
When we get & child o look at the
outside world, we put him, as it were, into
a barrel with holes drilled in it opposite
those parts of the map of the world belonging
to- the British Empire. Then, when we take
nim out of the barrel, all we do is io show
bim the British Empire under a magnifying
glass, and the rest of the world under the
reverse end of a telescope. One of our dulies
is to try and develop a broader outlook on
the world generally. A good deal of the

[Mr. Lloyd.
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English  history that is taught 1is quite
useless, At the same time we cannot teach

much history if we confine ourselves to Aus
tralia alone, because the history of Australia
has not sufficient range to iliustrate the great
changes that have taken place in the
development of mankind. Australian history
really only dates from shortly before 1900.
Tt has hardly any really distinctive Aus-
tralian features even at the present time. It
15 necessary for us to go outzide of Australia,
and we shall have to go back to British
history in order to understand our own his-
tors; but we xhould al:o go outside British
hisforv. It is impossible  for a child to
educate himsclf or herself in order to cxercize
his or her rights of citizenship if we confine
their knowledge of histors to British history.
Then there is the question of general culture
in education. Connceted with that question
of gencral culture we have the question of
the other aim which a democratic Govern-
ment should have, and that is the matter of
equal opportunities. In that respect we have
a much better record. We have done a
great deal {o provide wider opportunities for
the child of poor parents. The children of
poor parents at the present time, after cight
vears of administration by a Labour Govern-
mient, has four or five times as many chances
of getting info one of the voeations that
were previously shut to them before the
Government held office.  That is to our
credit. I have dealt with this subject in an
entirely critical spirit. 1 do mnot think I
have spared the party to which I belong in
any, but on the other hand. we can claim
that we have done a great deal in the way
of providing equal opportunities. At the
same time we are wasting a great deal of
money. We take children into the secondary
schools and teach them languages, not for
the sake of acquiring a I\nonl(‘dgo of that
particular language, but in order that they
may overcome the arbitrary barrier that has
been raised o keep them out of certain well-
paid professions. We have made a mistake
in allowing those professions to put up an
arbitrarsy berrier. It is a splendid thing to
encourage children fo learn languages and
Tnglish literature, Init at the same time
those branches of education are of no use
if a lad has no other aim than that of
going in for a  specialised tevaining.
There Is no reaszon in such cases to force him
to learn anrthing but what is required for
that vocation.  We have had artificial
barriers ecreated—one of our departments has
cstablished these barriers—and the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction is spending a
great deal of money and thought in remov-
ing those barricrs for the benelit of indi-
viduals. It will be much Dbeiter if those
barricers are removed altogether. The public
must be protected, certainly, but we should
confine the protertion to what is absolutely
necessary for public safety. We should not
allow those professions to erect barriers in
cider {o create a monopoly for a privileged
profession rather than for the public good.
At least four vears ago a political convention
which I attended passed a resolution that
the education sy«tem of Queensland should be
overhauled. I do not know what has become
of that resolution.

I was the movor of the resolution for
passing it on elsewhere, but I have heard
nothing of it. If any overhaul has been
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it has been made-in sceret. It would
be a very good thing if we had
[5.30 p.m.] some kind of a pubhc overhaul.
I stress the fact that I am not
speaking of the mofowxona] administration.
I believe that to be good and that the men
in charge know their work, but our education
policy 1s a, thing that we should discuss in
public. We should do something to {oster in
Queensland a movement aiming at education
for education’s suke.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I wish to con-
gratulate the hon. member for Bremer on
his outspoken remarks in connection with
what has happened at the Ipswich Railway
Workshops. TFor some years I have known
of such matters in conncetion with that insti-
tution, and 1 think that the {ime is now ripe
for the place to be overhauled from top to
bottom. The taxpayers are not getting full
value for the moncy that is being expended.
It would be better for the men in the work-
shops and for all concerncd if a commission
of inquiry were appointed for the purpose
of 1mdwg how matters may be improved in
conncetion with the institution; and not only
in connection with the wood-work branch,
but in connection with the engincering and
other works carried on by the State. Many
cases have occurred where work, after con-
struction, has been found to be useless, and
I feel sure that between Brisbane and Roma
vou will find thousands and thousands of
pounds worth of work which has been con-
structed and has been found useless from a
railway viewpoint. There scems to be nobody
hauled over the coals; nobody seems to care
whether the mones is expended judiciously
or not. When we have members of the
Government opening their minds and giving
cxpression to their opinions, as the hon.

made,

Hear, hear!

member for Bremer has done to-day, I think .

that the Government must take notice of
those remarks. Similar remarks coming from
the Opposition would simply be termed
criticismn by men in opposition who look upon
it as their duty to criticise the Government.
It is a pity that more members sitting behind
the Government, knowing as they do that
money is being wasted and that the country
is not getting full vaiue, do not get up and
express their opinions oponlv and fearlessly,
irrespective of whether Ministers like it or
not.

‘The SucrRET:RY FOR IUBLIC
Ministers do not object to criticism.

Mr. MORGAN: Then why do not sup-
porters of the Government criticise more?
Is it beeause they are afraid it will be used
against them during an election campaign,
or that thev arc afraid to show that the
Government are not carrying out their dutw
properly in conncction with the department
concerned?  Yivery member is sent here by
the electors to do his duty and sce that tho
money obtained from the people by way of
taxation is spent in a manner beneficial to
the community.

The SecreTarY ror PrsrLic Lawps: There
is nothing to prevent any hon. member from
going to a Minister when circumstances
warrant such a procedure.

Mr. MORGAN: I think the proper place
to ventilate these grievances is on the floor
of the House. These matters affect not only
individuals, but the whole of Quecnsland;
they are of State importance.

LANDS:
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'he Sremerary ror Pueric Laxps: You
confuse criticism with abuse.  Opposition
membars do net criticise; they abuse.

Mr. MORGAN: I thinlk t
recognise the fact that, if “ Ilansard > were
referred to, it would be found that the style
of criticism levelled at the preseut Govern-
mont by the Opposition 1s mild compared
with that levelled at the late Liberal
Administration by the party at present in
power.

the Minister will

The Secrzriry ror PrsLic Laxps: It is

not criticism at all; it is all abuse.

Mr. MORGAN: “L do not make. a prac-
tice of getting up and abusing hon. members
on the opposxt\ side of the House. We try
to be &= cffective as possible in ou- criticisim,
and I tuu‘]\ the, Secrvetary for Public Lands
recognises that our duty as the Opposition
i3 to eriticise. I have always endeavoured
to do so in a manner which I thought both

respectful  to  the person  eritie ised and
creditable to myself,

Ovrostrion Buusers: Ilear, hear!

The SzereTary For PrsLic Taxps: No one

bb]eds to constructive criticism.

MORGAN : We endeavour to criticise
‘rhe (;rm( mment in o fitting  manner, to
induce the Government to performn certain
actions in a way benelicial to 1]1(‘ community.
T eritic as I think fit when in the llouse,
but outside I am as friendiy as possible vsith
members on the other side, notwithstanding
heated words that may bave been hurled
across the Chamber.

The Treasurer has made a special plea to
hon. members on this side of the House to
<ay nothing during this sussion that is likely
(o be uscd against him in his position as
Treasurver of the State, and which might
jeopardise the mission he has to make to
Ingland for the purpose of securing a
renewal of the louns maturing during the
next few vears. I feel confident that I speak
for every hon. member on this side of the
House when I say that I hope the Treasurer
will be successful in his mission, and that he
will obtain the renewals at the lowest possible
rate of intercst. Of course, a great deal
depends upon the hon. gentleman himself.
A great deal depends on what he does in
respect to legislation as to whether he
obtains the confidence of those in Great
Britain who are responsible for the lending
of money. One must recognise that, until the
Governinent bring about a better condition
of affairs with respect to what is known as
the “ Repudiation Act,”’ ther are not likely
to find favour with the money-lenders in
sreat Britain. The Treasurer has stated
that the rcmoval of the limitation with
regard to an increasc of rent was not repudia-
tion, because that limitation was not in the
lease when the land was originally selected.
I would point out. however, that subse-
quently an Act of Parliament was passed
which specifically provided that in the case
of certain leases the rent could not be
increased in any one period to a greater
extent than 50 per cent.

The SecrrTARY For PUBLIC Laxns: Every
Act of Parliament repudiates something.

Mr. MORGAN: That Act of Parliament
provided definitely that the rents could not
be incrcased by more than 50 per cent.

Mr. Morgan.]
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The SeCrRETARY FOR PUBLIc LANDS: It was
not interfered with until it was made lawful
to alter it.

Mr. MORGAN : That is the position taken
up by the Treasurer and by the Secretary
for Public Lands. When I came to Queens-
land there was a section in the Land Act
which provided that prickly-pear selections
could be taken up under what was known
as the fifteen years’ period; that is five vears
in which to clear the pear, and a further
ten years during which the purchase price
could be paid for the land to become free-
hold. Later on a deputation on behalf of
the prickly-pear selectors, who found they
could not meet the conditions, which were
too stringent, met the Secretary for Public
Lands, and he increased the period to twenty
years. Subsequently the Labour Govern-
ment increased the period for the same class
of settlers to forty years. But our original
leases have never been altered. The original
lease says that the Jand was selected under
a fifteen years’ period. and, if the Govern-
ment so desirve, according to the Secretary
for Public Lands, they can now make us
forfeit our selections because we have not
cleared the pear within five years or paid
the purchase price within fifteen years, in
accordance with the original conditions in
the lease. If the Government did that, will
the Minister say that it would not be repu-
diation? It would be just as much repu-
diation as it is repudiation {o remove the
limitation of 50 per cent. in connection with
pastoral rents.

I listened very attentively to the hon.
member for Brisbane last night when he read
extracts from the daily papers oi Brisbane
showing the progress made in this city in
regard to the increase of capital of the
rarious  companies. Generally  speaking,

when a company desires to increase its capi- -

tal, it does not issue pessimistic reports; it
does not state that the company is languish-
ing for the want of money. It rather points
out that cverything in the garden is beauti-
ful. It gives a most glowing account of the
possibilities of the company, because it wants
to get more money; yet the hon., member
for Brisbane stated that, because those
reports appeared in the Press, these com-
panies were flourishing.  One has only to
walk through the city of Brisbane and
suburbs to see that numerous buildings are
being erccted at the present time, but unfor-
tunatelyv that progress is not common-
throughout the whole of Queensland. The
hen. member did not quote onc instance
showing that progress was being made in
other parts of the State. While I do not
wish In any way to prevent progress, I wish
to point out that, while financial institutions
to-day have any amount of money to lend
on bricks and mortar in the city of Brisbane,
they have no money to lend for the develop-
ment of the country portions of Queensland.
The financial institutions that would lend
money years ago to wire-net your selection
or to ringbark or put down bores will not
do so to-day. That money is not going into
the country for the development of our
resources, but is being invested in buildings
in the large contres of population. That is
one reason why money is plentiful in the
city to-day. If you want to build a large
»lace in the city of Brisbane or in one of
vur large towns, plenty of money is avail-
able: but the moment you wish to get money
to develop the country districts, you are

{Mr. Morgan.
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told by the financial institutions that they
are not doing business in that direction.
Hon. members must admit that this is not
beneflicial to the State of Queensland uas a
whole.  We are not making the progress
in the country portions of Queensland that
we should make, and, instead of spending
these hundreds of thousands of pounds in
erccting huge buildings in Queen street and
in other parts of Brisbane, it would be much
better if members representing the country
portions of Queensland were able to come
to this Flousc and say that that money was
being used for the purpose of developing the
country, as it would then produce wealth.
The fact that you may spend £50,000 or
£100,000 on a large building at the ¢orner
of Queen street is not going to add to the
wealth of the country, because wealth is not
eot out of buildings such as that. Wealth
is obtained from the soil or from our mines,
and it is that wealth that is eventually used
to build up the large centres of population.
The Government are spending a quarter of
a million pounds to-day on the erection of
a huge structure at the corner of Queen and
George strects. For many wears the Treasury
block has remained uncompleted, and right
at the time when there is a boom In Bris-
bane, when labour is scarce and material is
dear, the Government are spending over a
quarter of a million in completing that
block. When the present boom bursts or
when the building boom is over the Govern-
ment will have no work for the workers, and
there will be hundreds of men unemployed.
Is that not the time when the Government
should say. “This is the time we ought to
do this work ”’?- They should do this work
when private enterprise is not prepared to
go on with large undertakings. Instead of
doing that, the Government are going on
with that work at the present time, and,
owing to the shortage of labour, that build-
ing will probably cost £100.000 more to
complete than it would cost if it were built
at some other time. Tt is the duty of a
Government to find work for the worker
when he wants work and is looking for it,
and not to enter imto these huge building
campaigns when there already is plenty of
work for that particular class of worker.

Ton. J. G. Arpin: But this is a Queen
street Government.

Mr. MORGAN : Then we find that £25.000
is going to be spent on a high school in
South Brisbane. I do uot object to £25,000
being spent in that direction, provided that
the children in the country are given facili-
ties to get primary education, but unfor-
tunately they are not. The Minister told
the people in several districts in my elee-
torate that he could not go on with the
building of schools because he had no funds,
vet we find that £30,000 of the amount placed
on last vear’s Istimates ha. not been spent:
and we are now proposing to spend £25.000
to give secondary education to the children
in South Brisbane. while there are meny chil-
dren in country districts in Queensland who
are not getting any education at all. The
duty of the Government is first to give the
children primary ecducation, and. when all
our children are obtaining a primary educa-
tion, we can go further and give them a
sccondary education. Then we should go
«till further, and place the cleverest and
brainiest of those children in the University
to fit them for high positious in life. That
is. the duty of the Government, but it is not
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their duty to give some a University educa-
tion and others ncne at all.

Mr. Farrrrn: The Government are spend-
ing on ecducation £8500.000 more than the
Tiberal Government spent in 1914,

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. memher for
Rockhampton has been a schoolmaster. I
listened attentively to his remarks. and I
was pleased to hear him advocating that the
childeen in the country should have better
cducational facilities than they have at the
present time. I am with him in that, hecause
this is one of the matters I have fought for

continually, as I belicve that moner spent
on education is money well spent. But the
fact that the Government arc spending

£500.000 more than the previous Government
spent in 1914 is not altogether evidence that
they are doing so very mu(’h more. Hirst of
all,” our population has increased snormously.
Then we have openied up new districts, w hich
necessitate new schools. If vou look up the
figures for Victoria, you wiil find that ‘(h“
amount spent on education i very much
greater to-dav than it was in 1914,

Mr. Harrrey: It bas incrcased by double
the amount with us.

Mr. MORGAN : Just as the pay of school
teachers, policemen, and railway emplovees
has inereased in Queensland, so h'wo the
wages of the different classes of emplovers
]hleﬂ.\Od in  every Stats. in  Australia.
whether there has bcon w Labour Government
in power or not. Had tnmo not heen a
T.abour Government in power in Quecnsiand,
the same increase would have taken pluce,
bLecause of the increase in the cost of living.
The Arbitration Court has increased rwages
it ]nop(ntion to the iner d cost_of living,
sud just as the wages arx :d higher by
the Arbitration Court for outside wo
the Government had to
their emplorees, as no Government could
remain in offies if they refused {o incvease
the wages of Government emplovocs

Mr. Leovp : If you have an increase in the
number of pupils, vou get higher cducation
relatively and absolutely.

TE, w0

do the same for

Mr. MORGAN: Most of the other States
have had Labour Governments 1n  ofice,

during which {ime expenditnre increased
extravagantly, just the same as it has done
undey Labour rule in this State. In Viciovia
the average rate of wage is £4 11s. por weck,
and in Qunonbland it s £4 135, 10d.—a
difference of 2s. 10d.

Mr. Hyxes : YVou must take the purchasing
puwer into account.

Mr. MORGAN : The percentage of uuem-
plmod in \wm'm is 5.2 per cent., while
in Queensland it is 12.4 per cent. The average
rate of wage acrually paid per worker 1m
Victoria is £4 6s. 3d., and in Qucens
£4 2s. 3d., showing a difference of
favour of Vietoria.

Myr. HARTLEY :
figures?

Mr. MORGAN: Trom the Government
Statislician, and they have not been denied.
The ‘ Daily Standard,” in a lcading article
on 14th March, 1922, .made the following
statement :—

in

Where did you get those

“ The actual money value of the present

high wages is 11 per cent. less than
during the pre-war period. . . Asa
matter of cold fact, tihe Australian

workers were receiving higher wages ten
years ago than at any period since.”

[29 Avaust.]
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The “ Daily Standard” states that the
effestive wage ten years ago was better than
it is to-day, and we on this side say that
ncw, because the effective wages are the
pu(‘h'ﬁlng value. A man may only be
receiving £2 10s. per week, and yet he may
be able to keep a wife and family in more
comfort and live in a better manner than
he could on £4 5s. per weck.

Mr. Hynes: You claim that the effective
wage is higher in the Tory-governed States
than in the Labour-governed States?

Mr. XIORGAN: Let me show what the
“Raﬂv v Advocate,” which cannot be said
to be a Tory paper, said on 10th February,
1922—

““The basic wage in 1911 was £3 1s. 3d.,
cqual to £4 17s. 4d. in January, 1922.
Therefore, the preseny hasic wage s
17s. 4d. per week less than in 191177

What do hon. members opposite say about
that?

Mr. Hyxps: Are you in favour of a higher
rate of wage being paid to the Quesnsiand
worker ?

Mr. MORGAN: I am in favour of an
cffective wage that will give the worker the
comforts and nccessaries of life, and I say
high wages do not do that now, because the
cost of everything has gone up. When you
increase the wages of the workers by 10 per
cont., commodities go up 20 per cent. or
25 per cent., and the high wages are used
in buying the necossaries of life at a greater
price than would have had to be paid had the
wages not been increased., A lot has been

said by hon. members opposite

[7 pm.] during the election campaign and

at other periods to the cffect that
the cost of living in Queensland is lower than
in any other State. That cannot be denied,
but we must remember that in 1914, hefore the
Labour Government ever had control of this
State, the cost of living was lower in Queens-
land than in anv other State. 1 have figures
here to show that from 1914 to 1922 the increase
in the cost of living has nevertheless been
greater in Qneensland than in any other State
in Australia, and that is the most important
point.

The SecRETARY ror RArLways: The Federal
Government took the control of necessary
commwdities out of onr hands.

Mr. Corsir: The increase would be all the
greater but for that.

Mr. MORGAN: The Government cannot
deny the accuracy of the figures I am about to
give. I take the index numbers for food and
groceries in the different States in July, 1914,
and in December, 1922, the latest date for
w thh T have heen able to get them, and show

also the percentage increascs—

INDEX NUMBER. |

g
State. \ Er
July, December, £ Z
1914, | 1922, i E4
‘ &

e ‘ j——
Queensland | . .. 1,082 ‘ 1,543 518
New South Wales .. 1,165 1,787 49°1
Victoria lo1es | 1,647 | 490
Tasmania .. 1,200 | 1,771 47°5
South Australia .. | 1.247 | 1,693 \ 358
Western Australia .. 1,412 ‘ 442

1753 |

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwavs: Give us the

figures for 1816,
My. Morgan.]
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Mr. MORGAN : I am giving the figures for
the last year of the Liberal Government and
for the latest vear for which I have becn able
to get them.

The Federal
the control out of our

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Government took
hallda

(C'omrser: They had the same countrvol in
thc othm States, so that the comparison 1s
all right.

Mr. MORGAN: Notwithstanding the fact
that the cost of living is cheaper in this State
than in any other State, we know that the
increase in the cost of living has been greater
iv. this State since 1914 than in any other
State.

The Government have besn for some time
subsidising the Mount Morgan Gold Mining
Company.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
farmers and the graziers.

. MORGAN: They have subsidised that
com])m to the cxtent of £1,100 per weck,
whizh is equal to about £62. 000 per annum.
They have done that becausc copper has not
Leen realising the exorbitant price since the
teymination of the war that was obtained
during the war. During tiie war exorbilant
prices weore obtained for metals, especially
copper.  The prices rose to an extent perhaps
usknewn in the history of this State. The
overhead cxpeuses and other co:ts of the

And the

cotpans were affected by the awards of the
Arbitration Court, based on the fluctuating
price of cepper.  Owing to a fall in the

price of copper the mine could not ecarry
on and mdoer its Habilities, and the Govern-
ment canme 10 its aid by gr dntmg this subsidy
of £62.000. That might be quite Ju\tlﬁable
if it is thought that an industry could right
itselt in the course of a few months, but we
find that this <ubsidy has been paid for some
coriderablie time, and still we find there has
Leen little or mo increcase in the price of
copirer.  There are  troublcus times in
Karope, ;md Germany and France mayv be at
war at anv moment. That might have the
eltect of hardening the price of copper.
How long i: this subsidy going to last?
Axs the song, “ Kathleen Mavourneen '’ says,
“ It may be for now, and it may be for
over.”  What is golng to happen. Are we
coing to continue to sub:idise this industry?
What sort of treatment is meted out to the
farmer who is suffering from the effects of
the drought? What is their fate when they
approach the Government in order to obtain
»eltef?

The SECRETARY FOR RalLways:
same thing for the farmer.

Mr. MORGAN : There is a sum of £30.000
placed on the Estimates for the relief of the
farmer during periods of distress. The
Government are lending the farmer a cer-
tain amount of moner which must be repaid.
Thew arc lending just sufficient nioney to
keep the wolf from the door, in just the
same  wav as the Mount Morgan Gold
Mining Company got sufficicnt monev to
kcep the wolf from the door. But we find
that the farmer has to repay his money,
while in the case of the Mount Morgan Gold
Mining Company the money is a gift.

The SECRETARY FOR RAmwavs: No. We
granted the graziers and farmers last year
@ concession in freights to the extent of

£200,000.
[#r. Morgan.

We did the
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Mr. MORGAN: A~simance is given to the
flrmm in the way of a loan, and the farmer
has to sign an nndgrhkmtr to repay that
money within teelve months “after the expira-
tion of the period during which ihe money
is lent. In the case of the Mouut Morgan
Gold Mining Company the money is a glft
to which all the people of Queensland are
contributing.

Let me now take the case of the grazier.
The cattle industry has been down and out
for some considerable time, When the indus-
try was flourishing the (Jovernment stepped
in and said, ** We arc going to commandcer
a cortain amount of meat.” They did so.
They took meat from the cattle-growers of
Quecnsland at 3.d. per 1b., and sold it
through the N‘lw butcher shops to supply
cheap meat to the people of Brisbane in
particular; but the very moment the indus-
try ceased to flourish and the bottom fell
out of the industry, the Government did not
come to the assistance of the graziers to
any great extent, After a while the
(iovernment reduced the freight on cattle by
20 per cent., and still later they reduced it
by 30 per cent. What did they do during
the period when the industry was flourish-
ing? In 1914 the freight on cattle was at a
certain rate, but after the industry became
flourishing the Government increased that
rate br 63 per cent. The Secretary for Rail-
way# tells us that he has given the industry
a subsidy because he reduced the rate by 30
per cent., but I would impress on him the
fact that we are still paylng a great deal
in excess of the freight ruling in 1914,

The SroreTsRY ror Raiwwavs: The rates
are casily the lowest In Australia.

Ir. MORGAN : The Government increased
our rates by 63 per cent., and then gave us
a reduction of 30 per cent., and now the
Minister interjects, ‘‘ ook at what I have
done for the industry.”

Mr. vyxNes: What has been the
in Victoria during the same period?

Mr. MORGAN: We appreciate the reduc-
tion, but, notwithsianding that fact. it is
useless for the Minister to sav that we are
on the same footing as the Mount Morgan
Gold Mining Company, because the Govern-
ment did not increase the mining rates to
the exisnt of £62,000, nor did they then
make a reduction in the freights. The fact
yemains that the cattle industry is paying a
greater freight on cattle now than in 1914,
and yet the Gevernment say that they are
qbslqt'nrr an industry that is ©* down and out.’
It i« the sccond greatest industry in the
State. and it should have received more
attention than it has done.

The SecRETARY FOR Rarmwavs: The graziers
of Queensland appreciate our action in assist-
ing the industry if you don’t. We have a
number of letrers of appreciation.

Mr. MORGAN:

increase

I organised a deputation
to the Premier with a view to geiting a
reduction, and I thank the Premier for the
rclluch(m in freieht that he conceded, but it
is of no use the Sccretary for Railways plac-
ing us on the same fo()tlno‘ as the Mount
Mmgan Gold \lim'nn Companvy. who did not
have their freights increased by 63 per cent.
and then reduced 20 per cent., but received
a straight-out subsidy.

Mr. -Hyxes: You got a better deal from
the Labour Government of Queensland than
from the Government of any other State.
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Mr. MORGAN : I now wish to draw atten-
tion to the Chillagoe State Smelters Fund.
It is in debt to the extent of £471,645. That
is an enormous amcunt of money. This is
a company that was taken over by the
Government, 1 was one of those members
who opposed the Government taking over
this enterprise. I did not think at the time
it would be a profitable investment, becauso
I recognised that the private company which
worked the Chillagoe mines had cngaged the
very best experts for the work and had spent
millions of pounds up to the time the Govern-
ment took over the mine for the purpose of
cmploying a few hundred men. The under-
taking has never been a succe:s, and the
(;oxelnmem are storing up the copper with
a view to disposing of it when the price of
that metal improves. It will be beneficial
to the whole of Australia and the world if
copper did not_increase in price, because we
usn it for telephone wires and in many other
directions. If the price of copper goes up,
wo shall be debarred from purchasing many
articles which we use to-day. Australia only
preduces 10 per cent. of the quantity of
copper that is used In the world, and it will
be detrimental, not only to Aus 1aha but to
the rest of the world, if the price goes up
to £95 and £100, as it did during the war.
The Government also engaged in the pur-
chasc of pucious stones, and this brings me
now to the Sapphire Tladmn Account. We
find that that account is £21 962 to the bad.
I suppose the Government have accumulated
somewhere in their strong rooms a very nice
collection of precious stones. They may have
a monopoly of sapphires, but that it is not
any rro\)d to feed the pooplc of Queensland
who ars in a bad po;ltxon to-day. I do not
know t}\ valne of the jewels that the Govern-
ment have to set off against this loss. There
is a debit balance of £964,091 in the State
Enterprises Ifund. Nearly ‘£1. 000,000 to the
bad, on which we ar(‘ paying interest! The
"I)oqu% Mawson” Fund shows a debit
bdlamo of £14,140, and I would like to know
if the ¢ Douglas Mawson ” was insured, or
if there has been a total loss of that amount.

These examales indicate that almost every
State enterprise that the Government have
undertaken so far has been a failure.

Mr. Rroroax: The “ Douglas Mawson ”
was not taken up as a State enterprise, but
to feed the people in the Gulf.

Mr. MORGAXN:
several thousands
Mawson

The Govornmom paid
more for the “ Douglas
than a private person would ha\,e

paid. That has been proved.

_Mr. Riorvax: The statement was not
right, and it was never proved.

Mr. MORGAN : The stateniont was made
in this Chamber, and the Govmnmont were

ot game to appoint a Royal Commission

when we asked them to do so. We had the
hon. member for Bowen lamenting as a
calamity that the State iron and steel

works had not been gone on with. If the
delegation was responsible for those works
not being constructed, 1T think we are fortu-
nate and we have somcthing to thank them
for.

Mr. CoLLiNs:
lian sentiment.

Mr. MORGAN: In my opinion we can
pay too dearly for our enterprises. The
time may be ripe later to establish iron and
steel works in Bowen or in some other part
of Quecensland. I am not against their

A fine specimen of Austira-
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establishment, but I think the time was inop-
portune.  Thelr establishment two or three
years 2o would have cost us £3,000,000, and
what would have been the result?
MY, Corring: There would have
iron and steel works, oi course.
Mr. MORGAN: Had the Governnent
estal )hsho(x the works at the time suggested,

there would have been a loss of LLOOO 000
on the cost of construction alone. There is

been an

a time for all things, If the time is ripe
for the construction of an iron and steel
works, let us construct them; but we do

construct when everything is
up to the clouds. We want to wait till the
prices are at bedrock. The same remarks
arply to the cattle industry. The Govern-
ment put their millions into that industry
when 1t was booming, with the result that
to-day theyv are suffering huge losses. They
Lought at the wrong time. 1f the iron and
steel works can be proved to be a success,
I will suvport their establishment. If the
Government enter into any enterprise at all,
it should be some enferprise which has not
already been established in Queensland.  In
going 1n for cattle stations they were not
inwousing the number of cattle in Queens-
land; they were not improving the breed of
stock ; th were not emplovlntr more labour,
and they were not opening ujy more land for
settlement.  All they did was to_ take over
existing stations that wore alreads carrying
cattle, that were already employing labour,
and that were alrcady hf\l])ing‘ to develop
Queensland.  Therefore the Government did
no good, and ther lost a considerable sum
or money by taking over the State staticns.
To establish State iron and steel works, if
private enterprise would not do so, is quite
a different thing altogether and it may be
justified. But 1 think the hon. member for
Bowen will recognise that it was a geod
thing that the iron and steel works were not
established two or three years ago.

Mr. Cornins: The member for Bowen does
nol recognise any such thing. Ile recognises
that it was®a very bad thing.

Mr. MORGAN : Take the irrigation works.
Took at the deplorable amount of money
spent in connection with the Inkerman irri-
gation scheme over and above the ecstimated
cost. It was estimated that the Inkernman
irrigation scheme would cost £130,000. and
up to the present it has cost over "£300.000,
and the cost may run into half a million
bofore it is completed, We are supposed to
have experts attached to the department,
but that is all the reliance we can place o1
their oqtimwte The cost is gol to ba so
great that, if the farmers have o pay interest
and rodemptmn on that cxpenditure, the cost
of the water will be so great that every man
on that settlement will be compelled to leave
his holding.

Mr. CoOLLINS:
understand,

Mr. MORGAN : I guarantee that within the
m\\’r two years we shall see the hon. member
for Bowen coming to this House supporting
a measure to reduce the capital value of the
Inkerman irrigation scheme by ona-half.

Mr. C'¢LLINs: Not by onc-half. We have
already promised that no burden will bo
rlaced on the farmers that they cannct carry.

Mr. MORGAN: We are spending on thosa
igation works something like half a million
of money, and the member for the district

My, Morgan.]

noct want to

Talk about something you
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knows quite well that the farmers cannot
afford to pay interest on that amount of
money. The result will be that the whole
of Queensland will have to contribute to
make that irrigation scheme a suwcess, and
allow the farmers to obtain water at a cost
that will enable them to grow produce on
their land and sell it at a profit.

Mr. Cornins: What would it grow with-
out irrigation? ’

Mr. MORGAN : It may not grow anything
without irrigation, but the point is that you
can pay too dearly for your whistle. If
it is going to cost us 1s. to grow a cabbage
which is only worth 6d. in the market, then
we lose 6d. on that cabbage.

Mr. CoLrins: Do you know that you cannot
buy a 160-acre farm in the Inkerman irri-
gation area for less than £5,000 or £6,0007

Mr. MORGAN: If that is truc, then the

farmers will not be justified in asking the |

Government to write off haif the capital cost.
If it can be shown that that land has
increased in value to that extent by the
irrigation works, then I for one will vote
against the writing down of the capital cost;
but, if it can be shown that the farmers cennct
produce prolitably owing to the cost of water,
1 shall be in favour of wiping off some of the
debt.  If they are getting benefit for money
expended, it is only right that thes should
reccoup the Consclidated Revenue fo: tho
money expended. I also noticed in the Press
to-day fhigures showing the amount of unem-
ployment for the last two quarters in the
different States. This is what the paragraph
says—
© ““This represents an average of 7.1 per
cent. unemployment for the whole of the
States.  The greatest percentage was
recorded in New South Wales (8.8), fol-
lowed in the order named by Queensland
(7.3}, Western Australia {6.2), Victor:a
(6.7), and Tasmania (4.9).”

We have to recognise that Queensland has
just gone through an clection. Owing to the
election numerous railways were commenced
in different parts of the State, and men were
cmployed becawse the Government did not
want to have any unemployed during that
particular period. They started ratiway wosk
in my clectorate and in the Centrul district,
and they started work in the clectorate of the
hon. member for Toowcomba—work which
was Lot necessary—in order to absorb the
uremploved during the election campaign
and to enable the hon. member for Too-
woomba to win his election.

Hon. T. F. BrExNaAX : The hon. member for
Toowoomba says it was very necessary.

Mr. MORGAN: These figures show that
during the first six months of the year Queens-
land had the second largest number of unem-
ployed in the whole of the State of Australia.

Mr. Hyxes: From what source did you get
those figures?

Mr. MORGAN: This is how it is put in
the Press—

“ Information as to the prevalence of
unemployed was received from 431 trade
unions with a membership of 378,161, of
which 26,931 were unemployed.”

The information was obtained from unions.
Mr. Hy~Nes: They might have found em-
ployment in some other industries.

Mr. MORGAN: Whether we quote from
¢ Knibbs,” or give figures compiled by

[Mr. Morgan.
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union secretaries, hon. members opposite, if
the figures do not suit them, say, ©* They may
have been obtained in this way or in that
way.” The figures I have previously given
show that the percentage of unemployed in
Queensland up to the end of last year repre-
sented 12.4 per cent., while in Victoria it
was only 5.2 per cent. In Queensland it is
double what it is in Victoria and the othor
States. During the last six months, as work
was provided for the sake of winning the
elections, the unemployment in Quecensland
naturally lessened to a great extent; but
notwithstanding that fact, we find that Quecns-
land during that period had the second
largest number of unemployed in the whole of
Australia. That proves that under a Labour
Government the workers do no better than
they do under other Governments.

Mr. Hy~nes: The worker is the best judge
of that, and that is why we arc on the
Treasury benches.

Mr. MORGAN: There are many rcasons
why you wsre on the Treasury benches with
which the worker has nothing whatever to do.

Mr. Hyxes: What are they?
Mr. CorstrR: Juggling the electorates for

a start, and misrepresontation, hunting up
jobs, and all sorts of things.

Mr. MORGAN: T want to deal with one
or tivo other matters before I conclude. The
Treasurer is breaking the promises which he
made to the people of the State during the
last clestion.  Ile told the people in his
clection addresses that, if the Lalour party
were returned to power, there would be an
exemption of £300 in connection with the
income tax. He also told the people that
there would be an exemption of £50 for
cach child and others dependent upon the
1&}{]7'&.}'01‘.

Mr. WER:
information ?

Mr. MORGAN: I saw it in the Premier’s
speaches,

Mr. Weir: You did not see anything of the
kind.

Mr. MORGAN: We find that the Trea-
surer already is not going as far as he said
he would go. I remember the time when 1t

was first suggested that a deduc-

[7.30 p.m.] tion should be given for each

child undef the age of fourteen
vears or other person dependent on the tax-
payer. I moved a motion that a deduction of,
I think, £14 or £15 should be given, but the
Labour Government turned it down. On
division they voted against it. Lafer they
adopted my suggestion, but we want them to
go still further. I think during the clection
every party—I do not think there was any
difference  between  them—promised the
electors that the exemption would be raised
to £300 and the deduction for each child or
other dependent to £50.

I want to point out that, whilst it may be
necessary to develop all the resources of tha
State, there is one industry to which the
Government should pay particular attention
—that is, the woolgrowing industry. As has
already been stated by one hon. member
opposite, if not by more, it has proved the
salvation of Queensland, if not of Australia.
After the 1902 drought other industries were
responsible for pulling the State out of finan-
cial difficulties, and this time there is no
doubt that the woolgrowing industry has

Where did you get that
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saved Quecnsland from a very embarrassing
financial position. Yet the Government are
not doing all ther can to encourage it
Because it is a paying industry they are
doing all they can to tax it out of existence.
That is wrong. I admit that it can stand a
- good deal of taxation, but it should not be
taxed to the extent it is; there is a danger
of not ecncouraging 1% as we ought. Every
acre of land you talxe away from woolgrow-
ing and put into agriculture means the domg
of au injury to the State and to the people
who take up that land. It would be criminal
for the Government to take away land now
growing wool with a view to mdklng it grow
cereals or_some other crop. It is producing
more wealth by growing wool than it could
produce under the plough. I am not against
the Government taking land and opening it
up in areas smaller than. those in which ib is
at present held so that small farmers can go
on to it; but if the Government are going
to take land in the Maranoa and Goondi-
windi districts and open 1t up for the use
of the plough, they will be doing an injury
to Queensland.
Mr. CoNroy: What area do you favour?

Mr. MORGAN: Some of that land would
enable a man to run 2,000 sheep on 5,000
acres. Five thousand acres, in my opinion,
would be small enough, and some “of it may
have to be cut up in la1g91 areas. We should
work upon the basis of giving to the sheep
farmer an area sufficient to enable him to
carry, year in and year out, for a period of
perhaps ten years, 2,000 sheep. That number
of sheep would give him a living and enable
him to save and keep his family as well as
the city man. If the Government will do
that with the land of which I speak, they
will be doing good work.

Mr. Coxroy: You favour 5,000 acres?

Mr. MORGAN : I favour whatever area is

necessary to carry 2,000 sheep. On some of
that land 5,000 acres would car ry 2,000 sheep.

Mr, Coxroy: Right alongside the railway
line.

Mr. MORGAN: I am not bothering about -

that. A sheep farmer will make just as much
50 miles from a railway as he will make
right alongside a railway, because a load of
wool is worth hundreds of pounds, and the
cost of carting it to market is in comparison
nothing at all. Wheat, on the other hand,
can only be carted profitably 10 or 12 miles.
A ton of wheat may be worth £5, but a ton
of wool is worth £100. What is £2 for
cartage in comparison with the value of a
ton of wool? But £2 for cartage of a ton
of wheat which will realise only £5 would
make wheatgrowing unprofitable. In cotton
and woolgrowing it is not necessary to be
near a railway. You can grow wool and
cotton equally as well and make just as
much out of them 50 miles from a railway
as you can close to a railway.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): The
hon. member who has just resumed his seat
made some reference to the supposed promise
of the Governmeut to raise the income tax
exemption to £300. I notlce from the Finan-
cial Statement that it is proposed to increase
the exemption to £250—that is, by £50, so
that it is well on the way towards £300. In
reply to an interjection by the hon. member
for Townsville, the hon. member for Burnett
gaid that one of the reasons why we are on

1923—2 x
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this side of the House is to be found in the
alleged juggling of tho electorates. 1 think
the most eloquent reply that can be made to
that suggestion is a comparison of the voting
at the 1020 and 1923 elections in two city
clectorates, Maree and South Brisbane,
neither of which has had its boundaries
altered by the redistribution. In 1920 the
Labour majority in Maree was 131, and in
South Brisbane 171. I admit that there was
not much to come and go upon in oither of
the electorates. In 1923 the Labour majori-
ties had increased to 331 and 372 respectively
—showing a genecral advantage had accrued
to Labour during the intervening three years.
I contend that thew is every justification for
the assertion that the improvement shown
here indicates that the general swing at the
last election was in favour of the Govern-
ment, and that that is the real reason why
they arc still on this side of the House.

The hon. member for Normanby this after-
noon was on sound ground when he advocated
the sympathetic consideration of local indus-
tries; but he was scarcely correct-in saying
that th(, Government took no steps to give
any preference to them. because, to my know-
lege, that preference is extended. For the
North Johnstone - Bridge work, the British
tender was about £9,000, mcludmg freight,
Customs duty of 384 per cent. , Insurance, and
other incidental charges. The lowest Queens—
land tender was £12,000, which came from
an institution in the electorate of South Bris-
bane, whilst the Government dock of New
South Wales tendered about £12 in excess of
the South Brisbane tender. I made inquiries
from the Premier, who pointed out to me—
and it was afterwards confirmed by letter—
that it was the policy of the Government to
allow, in addition to the 384 per cent. Customs
duty—which the Government did not claim
was their protection—a preference of 15 per
cent. in faxmu of local tenderers, which
meant a total advantage of b3} per cent. A
brief caleculation will show the hon. member
for Normanby that the difference between
the South Brisbane and the British tender
amounted to 33 per cent.; and, whilst T agree
with him that greater consideration might
be given to local industries and that the
margin could be increased, I do not contend
that any Government is justified in extend-
ing it to 32 per cent. or 33 per cent., even
though the industry which would be benefited
may be in South Brisbane.

To show the bona fides of the Government
in this regard, tenders were afterwards
called for the construction of the Burnett
Bridge, and the lowest tender on that occa-
sion again came from a British firm. It was
a tender for £20,000. The next tender to
that was from an Adelaide firm, which was
£2.000 odd in excess of the British tender,
and the next tender was a Queensland tender
of £4,000 odd in excess of the British tender,
The Government had in the case of the other
works conceded the 15 per cent. margin to
the South Brisbane foundry, and in this
case they again gave that concession to the
Queensland hlm——the Maryborough foundry.
Not only did the Government do that, but
they gave the Quecensland institution the
aption of fulfilling that work and carrying it
out at the Adelaide firm’s figure, -which was
10 per cent. in cxcess of the British tender,
showing that the Government give prefer-
ence to Australian industry, and preference
to Queensland industry in particular. That,
I say, is a right policy, only I think the 15

Mr. Ferricks.]
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per cent. could be cxtended even to 20 per
cent. or 25 per cent.

Mr. RoperTs: Are the local tenderers
allowed the 38 per ceunt. Customs coilcession,
and then the 15 per cent. by the Queensland
Government in addition?

Mr. FERRICKS: VYes. Wages in Aus-
tralia are higher and materials are cheaper
on the other side of the world. That is
why I advocate the exlension of the 15 per
cent. margin, I do not take into considera-
tion that the hours of labour are forty-eight
in Knpgland and forty-four in Australia,
because 1 have always contended, and 1
contend now, that a reduction of hours of
labour brings about an equal, if not a
greater, output. That has been the experi-
ence in the agricultural industry, particu-
larly with men even at the apparently easy
occupation of chipping sugar-cane, who used
to work ten and eleven hours a day. When
they were restricted to an eight-hour day by
legislation, it was found that they did the
same work in those eight hours that they
had previously done in the ten or eleven
hours. Thst must appeal to hon. members
opposite. The men engaged in comparatively
light occupations have a long day in front
ot them. They get fatigued, not only at the
end of the first day, but at the commence-
ment of the other days, owing to the exces-
sive hours worked at their occupation. The
Government should give further considera-
tion, as we have advocated, to the question
of extending that margin to a greater
extent, because we find that, apart from the
cost of wages and materials, there is this
further consideration to be measured, that in
the bigger works of the older countries they
have not only the best materials at a lesser
price, bLut they have the advantage in
standardisation, etc., in connection with the
work that they turn out, which are of very
great advantage to them in bringing about
a considerable reduction in the cost of their
output.

My, Krrso: Some people arve slow with
a forty-four-hour week,

Mr. FERRICKS: If the hon. gentleman

has followed any occupation in Queensland,
he will realise that in years gone by men
did not work in those days, Lut absolutely
slaved. I know the time when I was work-
ing underground at 10s. per day, and T have
heard the hon. member for Bowen speak of
days long before mine. That slavery was
no good for the men, and it was no good
for the nation. T hope that we shall never
sec our voungsters undergoing what we had
to undergo in those days.

 Mr. Kprso: 1 am talking about the present
time.

Mr. FERRICKS: There is another thing
in connection with encouragement for local
industries—which the leader of the Opposi-
tion touched upon—which shows what great
difficulties are encountered when attempts
are made to launch a mnew industry in
Queensland. There is a man living in the
Buranda electorate who came from New
Zealand after thirty-five years’ experience in
brushmaking. Coming ~through Sydney—
this is where some of the responsibility must
be taken by hon. members opposite—he stated
his business intentions to the warehousemen,

and they advised him strongly against
coming to Queensland. They told him that
Qucensland had a socialistic, repudiatory,

confiscatory Government in power—that the

[Mr. Ferricks.
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conditions of labour both in hours and
wages were intolerable, and that the best
thing he could do was to open in Sydney.
However, he said he would see for hmmself,
and came to Brisbane. Rather liking sunny
Queensiand after the chilly, bleak weather of
New Zecaland, in his own words, he said,
“ He would give it a ‘go.””” He started in
the Buranda electorate, and was going along
very well. The houses with which he had
come into contact in Sydney were taking
his product. There was one line which was
a speeiality, which they were taking from
Lim at 6s. an article. and were making a
good prolit by retailing it at 15s. in Sydney.
They were taking all that he could make.
I am rveminded by the quotation by the
hon. member for Maryborough yesterday
of the preference by many people who
shouted patriotism during the war for the
German boats which are now coming to.
Australia. The Sydney importers found that
they were in a positlon, owing to the low
currency in (Germany which permitted of
dumping, even in spite of the anti-dumping:
legisiation, to import brushware and other
articles into Australia far cheaper than they
could get them from this man in Brisbane.
So they promptly demanded—they did not
ask him, it was a demand—that he should
supply that 6s. article at 3s., notwithstanding
that the material-—as he showed me from his
boocks—put into that article cost about
2s. 85d. He decided that it could not be
done. He pays higher wages than are pro-
has no complaint
to make regarding the hours or wages or
hands. There was no alternative for him
but to put out local canvassers, in order to.
create a demand in Brisbane, He put out
2 few canvassers at the commencement. At
the present time he has about twenty out,
and they are earning good money. That
man is retailing the article I have men-
tioned, and it can even be delivered to hon.
members’ doors if they like at 12s, 6d. each.
The hostility of the importing erew does not
stop there, because pressure has been brought
to bear on some people who are supplying:
that man with raw materials; and they have
been given to understand that it 1s not
altogether a good thing that these indusiries.
should be encouraged in our midst. Those
are the difficulties which confront people or
institutions who endeavour to build up new
industries in Queensland. I know of another
concrete, glaring instance which has some
relation to a (Government Department. The
Lon. member for Normanby was quite right
in saying that the Government should give
all encouragement to those industries. This
case affects a Government Department, but
1 have not yet made representation to that
department—I think I should do that before
I dilate upon it here. It just goes to show
that it is through no fault of the Govern-
ment or this party that there is a difficulty
in opening new industries in Queensland.
There is no doubt that all that opposition
comes from vested interest.

Let me now deal with the Budget itself.
The Premier must have felt gratifind with
the reception generally given to his Financial
Statement delivered by him: in his capacity
as Treasurer. The leader of the Opposition
delivered a very sympathetic repiv. The
deputy leader of the Opposition. the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley, was very mildly eritical of the
Treasurer’s Statement. Xven the > Conrier ™
seemed to have lost its customary screech
when it was mildly condemning the issue of
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ihe Budget. Taking the position all round,
the Treasurer should feel very gratified at the
rceeption given to his Budget. I know the
deputy leader of the Opposition will plead
guilty to the soft impeachment that havdly
enough provision has been made with regard
to sinking funds for our loans. While rot
desiring to anticipate the views of the hon.
member on the matter, we know that the old
svstem was to payv into the Public Debt
Reduction Fund any surpluses from the
Treasury whenever they occurred. That 1s
not very cffeetive, but is rather unsatisfactorv
as a whole, because a fund of that kind 1s
generally at the whim of any necessitous
Treasurer. Even if a Treasurcr does not
avail himself of 1t. the interest of that fund
dees not always go to incresse the Sinking
Fund. On those lines a sinking fund is a
slow process; still it is something. The time
will come when Queensland will tackle in
ecarnest the creation of a sinking fund in
connection with our public debt. If the
Treasurer remains in Queensland pelities and
is the head of this Government, there is no
doubt but that he will carry this ides i:to
effect. But at present it is not a sound
poliey to go in for anything of such a serious
nature. 1 am pleased to see that the Com-
monwealth Government have made a com-
mencement, but they have only created a
sinking fund in regard to liquidating the cost
of the war. It is only right that the people
of this generation should set about repairing
the_financial wastage brought about by the
war. It will take them a long time to do it.
Our public debt, however, has been built
up by a totally diffarent process. 1t has been
created by the development of the State and
thie buliding of railways and other assets.
As time goes on these assets will require
rencwing or replacing, and the time will
arrive to cstablish a sinking fund in earncst.
For some years, while we are proceedi-g with
our big policy of railway construction—
oxtending main lines like the North Coast
scctions, which are noi linked up ner revenue-
producing—and with our big land schemes,
which are for the purpose of increasing
settlement and population, it will be too big
a question for our State to tackle; but it will
ko tackled eventually.

Mr. Kerso: You know that provision is

made for a sinking fund in the (fovernment
Loans Redemption and Conversion Bill

Mr. FERRICKS: No, but there is
attached to it a provision to establish a
per cent. sinking fund.

Mr. KELso: It is provided for in the Bill.

Mr. FERRICKS: Yes, for a & per cent.
sinking fund-it is, perhaps, not a sinking
fund, but rather a loan redemption fund.
I agree with the hon. member for Mary-
borough, who said that he anticipated no
difficulty in the Treasurer securing the con-
version of the loans falling due.

Mr. RoBerTs: Who said that?

Mr. FERRICKS: The hon. member for
Maryborough.

Mr. RoserTs: He is no authority on the
question.

Mr. FERRICKS: I do not want to make
any comparison between the hon. member
for Fast Toowoomba and the hon. member
for Maryborough, because I know in whose
favour my decision would go. The Treasurer
referred to the fact that, when he was last
in England, the financiers there endeavoured
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to interfere with the sclf-governing rights
of Queensland. The deputy leader of the
Opposition took up the attitude that it is.
quite right for those people in Great Britain
who po=sess the money to say whether they
will lend it to Queensland or not. That is a
sentiment with which we all agree. We say
that they may loan their money or they
may keep it, but they have no justification:
whatever for making an offer of money on
loan conditional on the State legislating in
accordance with their views, as seen through
their spectacles. If they make an offer con-
ditional on such a thing being done or on
such a thing not being done, then I say it is.
interfering with our self-governing rights.

Mr. GieEDson: The hon. member for Too-
wong has said no delegation has started
yet.

Mr. FERRICKS : I anticipate no difficulty
on the part of the Treasurer. even though
the deputy leader of the Opposition said
that it was the busincss of the people who
have the money whether they loan it or
not. Of course, it is their business whether
they give it or not. It was their business
on the last occasion, and they did not give
it. The Treasurer was very careful to dis-
sociate the British financier from the British:
Government. I want to speak quite apart
from the Government in this regard., The
British Government always likes its pound of
flesh when dealing with any of the Dominions
or States. I can give no better illustration
than that of the Commouwealth in this
regard. During the currency of the war
the Commonwealth built up a big national
debt, which now amounts to £412,000,000,
but £364,000,000 of that debt is war expendi--
ture. Of that debt the sum of £127,000,000
was borrowed in Great Britain. That loan
was piled up by the following means:—
When the Australian soldiers went to the
front the Australian Government paid them
from the day they left, clothed them and
fed them as no other soldier was clothed
and fed, and looked after their transport;
but it may comec as a surprise to hon. mem-
bers to hear that all the time that the Awus-
tralian soldiers occupied dug-outs in France,
the Australian people, through the British.
Government, had to pay to France and
Belgium rent for those dug-outs. That is
how this sum of £127,000,000 was piled up.
I made that statement repeatedly in the
presence of the Minister for Defence. Aus-
tralia is still paying interest on that money,
and hon. members will remember the time
when Mr. Watt visited London with a view
to funding that debt. Mr. Watt’s mission

was to fund the remainder of the
£127.000,000, which was a matter of
£92,000,000. Mr. Watt took the huff on

account of some interference by Mr. Hughes,
the then Prime Minister, and returned to
Ausiralia. By doing so he missed what, in
my opinion, was the chance of his life. The
trend of Australian opinion showed that
when he returned to Australia, Mr. Hughes
was waning in power, and the time was
ripe for a change, even amongst the friends.
of Mr. Hughes, If Mr. Watt had seized that
opportunity, he undoubtedly would have
been in the position now occupied by Mr.
Bruce, whose most ardent admirers admit
that he is only a chance Prime Minister.
1i will be admitted that Mr. Watt went
into the corner and sulked. ¥e did mot
prove himself the big man he was pictured
to be, and he belied the pugnacious outline

My, Ferricks.]
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of his jaw and proved himself not to be a
fighter. Senator T. D. Millen proceeded to
England in his stead, and he succeeded in
funding the remaining £92,000,000 of that
debt.  As a result Australia has now got to
pay interest at the rate of 6 per cent. on
those £92 (:0,000: 5 per cent. is to go to
the payment of interest and the extra 1 per
cent. 1s to be applied to a sinking fund to
wipe out the £82,000,000 over a period of
thirty-five years, which will end in 1956.
Not long after that Great Britain, after mak-
ing this agreement with Senator E. D. Millen,
funded her own loans with America, and
the rate of interest was 34 per cent.

[8 p.m.]

My, TayLor: A big fall had taken place in
the interval.

Mr. FERRICKS: Yes, but the big fall
has not yet come to Australia. The money
that Great Britain obtained from America
is now charged to Australia at the rate of
5 per cent., meaning an added interest to
the Australian people of about £135.000 every
year. If Mr. Bruce has a scintilla of regard
to the interests of Australia, he will not only
demand a reduction of that interest from
5 per cent to 35 per cent., making 44 per
cent, including the Sinking Fund, but he will
also demand a refund of the excess pay-
ments.

Hon. members opposite have expressed
pleasure, in which T join, at the decision of
the respective Governments in Awustralia to
bring about the cessation of the practice of
issuing tax-free loans. Fven our Press agrees
that the system of tax-frec loans is not right.

Mr. SizeR: I raised that question myself
four years ago, and 1 suggested that the
Government should stop the practice.

Mr. FERRICKS: I will go back a litsle
more than four years. I admit that there
has been a hig change of public opinion
on this question and that there has been a
big change in the attitude of Lahour. Eight
vears ago our present Attornex-General, Mr.
Mullan, in the 1915 Federal Parliament,
moved an amendment protesting against the
interest on the Commonwealth loans being
free from income tax.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FERRICKS: He pointed out rightly,
conclusively, and irrefutably that freedom
from income tax of the interest on these
loans henefited only the large investors.

Mr. S1zer: That was my argument.

Mr. Taveor: It did not take America long
to find that out.

Mr. FERRICKS: It went on a good while
in Australia, but the big investor, owing
to the incidence of income taxation and the
higher rates which applied to the interest
added to his income, saw that the matter
was of serious moment to him but was of no
concern to the small investor. Mr. Mullan
pointed that out at the time in the Senate.

here were thirty-one members out of thirty-
six present at the time, and out of the thirty-
one only four supported the motion, including
Mr. Mullan. The four who supported the
motinn eight yvears ago were described as
Bolshevists. disloyalists, traitors, and God
knows what.

Mr. TavLor: We did not know what a
Bolshevist was eight years ago.

Mr. FERRICKS: Sinn Feiners, then.
(Laughter.)  Nevertheless this system was
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maintained for the first six war loans until
a debt of £138,000,000 had accumulated. The
last war loan under those conditions was in
1918, when it was contended by those advo-
cating the svstem in their own interests that.
if they did not get an exemption from
income tax, a higher rate of interest would
be demanded. Those who opposed this free-
dom from income taxation pointed out that
it was altogether unfair that these wealthy
people who had been urging men to go to
the war and make the great sacrifice should
refuse to lend money at 4% per cent. unless
it was built up to bf per cent. or 6 per cent.
Ther succeeded in getting £138.000.000 of
their moncs planted there safely screened,
and, when they were safely placed, they
calmly turned round and advocated this
policy.

Mr. StzEr: When one of the Loan Bills
passed through the House I moved an amend-
ment to prevent this Government doing the
same thing.

Mr. FERRICKS: The Commonwealth
(lovernment had been borrowing all the
money by that system, and it would have
Deen disastrous for the Queensland Govern-
ment to float a loan except under the same
eonditions as the Commonwealth, Altogether
in State and Commonwealth loans there is
invested the sum of £350.000.000. the interest
of which is free of taxation. The Federal
Treasnrer cstimates that the income tax
that is lost amounts to about £2.950.000 per
annum. In myv opinion. the Federai Trea-
surer is excessively modest in putting down
the sum of £2.000,000, considering that the
huge bulk of the interest is paid 1o the large
depositors.  Anyhow. I—like the hon. mem-
ber for Sandgate— am pleased to see that
the pernicionsness of this principle has been
recognised, cven eight years after the ques-
tion was raised by the present Attorney-
General.

I feel regretful that the Treasurer has not
been in a position to give the Hous» some
indication of what is transpiring in regard
to the agreement between the Commonwenalth
and the States on financial maiters. I krow,
of course, that after the Premiers’ Coufer-
cnce it was given out by the Prime Minizter
that an arrangement had been come to. We
know that the Premiers’ Conference at best,
as it has operated during the last ten years,
arnounts to nothing more than a fungus that
has attached itself to Australian national
life. It is a super-tribunal which sets out
lines to be followed bx the State and Com-
monwealth Parliaments. While the State
Parliaments have not much cause to com-
plain. it is an entirely different matter from
the Commonwealth point of view., However,
if anything has been achieved thix vear, it
will be the first achievement of a Premiers’
Conference. It has been given out that the
Commonwealth Government intend to vacate
the field of income taxation. 1 think they
can well afford to do that. With the Cusioms
revenue of about £32.000,000 thev have all
the taxation—indirect unfortunatciy—that
thoy can rcasonably expect to have. They
could well have gone further and have handed
over to the States company taxation too.
However, it is something to see that this
much has been done. In my opimon, that
has not been done without a purpoze.

It is quite interesting to review the history
of the financial relations between the States
and the Commonwealth over a period of
vears, and I have always been strongly of
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she opinion that, when the Commonwealth
went into t'lxauon, it did so with a purposec.
I am of the opinion also that Mr., Fisher,
who was then Prime Minister, never had
great sympathy with the entry of the Com-
monwealth Parliament into the field of taxa-
tion. Mr. Fisher had a great leaning to
what he was pleased to cail “ The 11rrh€ .of
the States.” Whatever faults Mr. Hughes
may have, nobody can deny the fact that he
is a ‘ wholé hogger” Tederalist. In my
opinion the Commonwealth Government
crtered the field of income taxation so that
they would have something to hand to the
State Governments when th(\' were abolish
ing the per cupita arrangement. The per
capita arrangement had continued for a
number of years with more or less suceess,
but it appeared to me that the then Austra-
Han Prime Minister did not have any
sympathy with the idea of the Common-
wealth entering that field of taxation.

Mr. Krrso: Do vou favour a vetention of
the per capita system?

Mr. FERRICKS: No. T think the hon.
member must realise that the per capita
system was all right in respect of the allow-
ance made by the Commonwecalth.

Mr. TavLor: Why do you say the Common-
wealth cntered the field of income taxation
with the object of providing something to
take the place of the por capita basis if the

then Prime Minister was not in sympathy:

with 1t?

Mr. FERRICKS: Strange to say, the then
Prime Minister did not introduce the Bill

although he was Treasurer. When Mr.
Fishor gave sympathetic treatment to the
States under his 1910 Surplus Revenue Act
he was wholly in command. IHe was Prime
Minister not only in name but he was in
command completely. But the other little
gentleman afierwards got to work and did
work with a certain amount of underground
engineering until he had virtually displaced
Mr. TFisher from the Prime Ministership, and
it is very sigunificant that the Income Tax
Assessment  Bill was introducsd into the
Federal Parliament in September, 1915, and
Mr. Fisher resigned in October, 1915. Per-
sonally, I do not think Mr. Fisher had any
sympathy with the idea, but Mr. Hughes,
foreseeing this and realising that the Federal
Government must have something to hand to
the State Governments when they did away
with the per capita system, favoured the
system very strongly and ultimately brought
it about. If the Premiers Conference made
an agreement with the Prime Minister for 2
period of five years, there is nothing to pro-
hibit the Federal Government afterwards
entering the field of income taxation again,
although I do not think such a ploceedmr
would be very popularly received. But this
I do say: that the Prime Minister of the
Clommonwealth kept back the company taxa-
tion =0 that at the end of five years he would
have something to hand to the States.

Mr. KERR: Do you think Queensland was
better off under the Surplus Revenue Act of
1910 than under the Braddon section of the
Commonwealth Constitution?

Mr. FERRICKS: The position is much
the same. Time will not permit me to go
into the Braddon section, but under that
section three-fourths of the customs and excise
revenue was returned to the States.

Mr. KErr: We have lost nearly £1,000,000
per annum in Queensland.
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Mr. FERRICKS: The State Treasurers in
those days made names for themsclves as
Treasurers because they got that extra
revenue, with the result that they had huge

surpluses, and built up their reputations
accordingly. T think it has dawned upon
hon. members and upon the community

generally that, since the commitments of the
Commonwealth have become so great, quite
apart from the war cxpenditure, the aboli-
tion of the per capita system is inevit-
able, and this Parliament would do the right
thing in grappling with the situation which
now devolves upon it. Queensland is in
a better position with respect to the terms
than any of the other Staies for this resson—
that the incidence of income tax in Queens-
land is more just to the majority of the
people. It is nne-sided in many of the cther
States, with the result that the other State
Governments, if they resort to increasing
taxation, will have to hit some of their own
friends. In illustration of what I mean, I
would point out that a person earning £200
in salary or wages a ycar would pay this
income tax in the various States—

£ s d
Quecensland Nil.
South Australia ... 160
Western Australia 2 3 4
Tasmania 218 8
A person carning £4 a weck—that is, £208 a
year, would pay in income tax—
£ s d.
Queensland 0 5 0
South Australia ... 110 0
Western Australia 2 50
Tasmania 3 0 0
Victoria 014 6

So hon. members will see that Queensland is
in a much more favourcd position, owing to
the more just incidence of its taxation, to
accept this agreement than the other States
mentioned. That is why we sce the opposition
from the Premicers of South Australia, Western
Australia, and Tasmania particularly, because,
if thev have to depend upon income taxation
as a result of the abolition of the per capita
system, then they will have to hit some of
their own friends because they cannot put any
more on the man underneath; and conscerva-
tive little Tasmania will be driven, in the
absence of more special advances from the
Commonwealth, to her most dreaded fear -
that is, the imposition of a land tax, which
should have been imposed years ago and which
would have been for the benefit of that State.
So that we see that these conditions, while
they may be a bit irksome for State Premiers
for the time being, should be reviewed from
a national aspect, and I fecl quite sure that
the Treasurer, in his capacity as Premier,
will view these questions from the Australian
standpoint. I feel quite sure that he will
agree that a change must come when the
States of Australia will undergo a devolution
with a lesser expenditure and a lesser
responsibility.

There are one or two other matters to
which I desire to refer, but realising that
these, to me, are of paramount importance,
and believing that they are of some interest,
I thought I would briefly present my views
lecrurdmg the things at present under obser-
vation. I was particularly pleased during
the discussion to hear the opinions expressed
by hon. members on the other side as to the
wrong attitude now being adopted by many

Mr. Ferricks.]
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people and by the daily papers in the
endeavour to create an atmosphere favour-
able for bringing about another war. It is
too bad when, at the present time the tears
«of bereaved widows, mothers, and sisters are
hardly dry, when crippled soldiers are out
of work and impecunious, that we sheuld
have people who are so queerly constituted
that they scize every opportunity to ventilate
their opinfons—their desires almost—although
they are not expressed as desires—on this
question, In the last short session of the
Nationalist Pariiament hardly anything was
‘talked about except the next war, and this
is given undue publicity under glaring head-
lines in the Press. Were we not told that
the last war—the world war—was a war to
end all wars—that there were io be no more
wars; and yet we have cndeavours being
made to build up public opinivn to be ready
for the next war? While aspersions may be
cast on the Quecensland Government for
having gone to America, or for having
accepted a loan from America when Great
Britain refused to grant a loan, we owe a
debt of grati'ude to America from another
aspect. It was due to the intervention—the
subterranean intervention, if you like—of
America that the second war which had been
virtually declared by Mr. Lloyd George, and
actively supported, so far as Australia was
concerned, by Mr. Hughes just prior to the
last Federal clections—it was owing to the
intervention of America, not on the surface,
but underncath, and through the financial
pressure that the Lausanne treaty was made
and that the world was not thrown into
another turmoll to decide who should hold
the oil wells in Mesopotamia. No public
man or public institution or journal should
be given the least encouragement to proceed
on thosc lines. It is time that Australia and
the world should devote all their energies,
not to the promotion of war, but to the
promotion and prosecution of peace. Aus-
tralia does not want another war, and the
world does not want another war. The
workers do not want one, and should not
take part in it if 1t comes. As I said during
the height of the war, when T was before the
electors secking their votes, I would ask
those who want war to go and fight in it
themselves, and then there would not be any
more war,

. Hox. J. G APPEL (Albert): After listen-
ing to the fulminations of hon. members
opposite, I almost came to the conclusion
that members of the Opposition who have
criticised the administration of the Govern-
ment were really not justified in doing so;
in fact, I almost came to the conclusion that
there are a shocking lot of men sitting on
this side—men who have no interest in their
fellows, and who are absolutely bound up
with profitecrs and those who scek to sweat
their fellow men. 1 had almost decided not
to speak in this debate, but those fulinina-
tions caused me to seek to discover whether
there was any justification on the part of
Opposition members for their criticism. I
decided not to consult what hon. members
on the Government benches term the columns
of the capitalistic Press, as I thought it
would be far better to discover what the
feeling of any paper which supported the
present Administration was on the subject,
and in my search I came upon the “Patriot.”
a paper which has consistently supported the
present Administration for many years, and
whose proprietor and editor is a man who
has been trusted by the Labour movement.
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Ir its issue of 12th August last I find the
following article : —

“ TaLgING DOWN TO THE PUBLIC.
“The underlying vice of politics con-
sists in playing the game on too low a
standard. What wo really lack is faith
in the willingness of the people to fol-
low a bold and determined programme.

“ Politicians and newspapers are talk-
ing down to the public. They are telling
the voters what they think the voters
would like to hear. 'They are thinking
and saying one thing in private; they
are printing and saying another thing
in public. There never has been a time
in this generation when there was a
greater contrast between what the
insiders say and what the outsiders are
allowed to hear.

“ The insiders have got into the habit
of regarding the public as a sort of
dangerous baby, which has to be kent
in a good humour by a diet of predi-
gested half-truths and lies.

“ Because this habit of not telling the
truth exists, the people have never been
allowed to hear what their leaders really
think about the real position of things
as they exist at present.

‘“ As for Labour leaders, such as we
have had in the past--with the exception
of T. J. Ryan—they have been singu-
larly wanting in the qualities of true
statrsmanship.  They recognised evils
which their class suffered under, and the
only remedies they could suggest were
shorter hours, better pay, and control of
the public purse. which would enable
them to subsidise industries sufficient to
pay the basic wage: and yet they advo-
cate the cessation of public borrowing,
especially from °‘ Isaac Bull’; but when
they got into power they repudiated that
plank in their platform and supported
it with another which said ‘ for repro-
ductive works only ’: and when ¢ Isaac
Bull ’ looked at their performance after
seven years of government and turned a
deaf car to their requests for more
money. they cursed him for being a
usurious money-lender, and turned to
Uncle Sam for relief, which was granted,
much to the relief of a party that still
desired to pose as an example for other
countries to follow. Those leaders talked
down to the pcople and are still talking
down.

« The habit of misleading the public by
talking down to it is reinforced by
unworthy fears. Leaders of thought and
action tremble at words: many of them
hesitate to tell the truth about economic
principles for fear that some silly ass
will bray the word ¢ Renegade’ at them:
and many of them are afraid fo call
their souls their own through fear of
losing their jobs.

“ What is wanted in Australian politics
to-day are leaders of thought and action,
who will not tremble at the thought of
losing theic jobs or positions when
straight talk is demanded of them; not
party allegiance men, who will talk up,
not down, and immune to fears of being
deposed by ambitious rivals—such as we
see in our Federal Parliament to-day—
and invincible to social or blatant pres-
sure, and loyal to traditions of British
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honesty, for if there is one thing that
should make us proud of the old country
it is this: She has never been known
to ‘scale’ or repudiate her just obliga-
tions in the world of commercialism.

“ Politicians will make mistakes—such
are unavoldable; but they should not
play a double game, and if wealth is
anathema to their supporters, to whom
they owe their positions, they should
either discard their wealth or their posi-
tions.

“The politicians and the leaders of
thought who cater to the different parties
now in existence may clutch their jobs
and their successer. These are empty
things and transient things, leading
nowhere in the end. But direct and
honest speaking. judged not by the tem-
porary ups and downs of popularity but
by the lenger consequences, leads to the
kind of confidence on which real leader-
ship in action and opinion rests.”’

At 8.28 p.m.,

Mr. Pourock (Gregory), ome of the panel
of Temporary ("hairmen, relicved the Chair-
man in the chair,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Having read that, I
decided to pursuc the matter further in the
columns of that paper, which, as I have
already observed, has becn a consistent sup-

porter of the Labour movement. T find that
on 26th August last another article
appeared—

“ (turses, like chickens, come home to
roost. That is how the Government fecls
the falling due of £25,000,000 of loan
money.

“The only solace for a defeated Oppo-
sition 15 to sit and grin and bear it, or
to indulge in disorderly conduct that one
might expect from a corrobberie of
blackfellows.

“In the Federal House. Labourites are
squealing at being subjected to the gag;
while in the local House, they laugh as
they apply it.

Then again I read further on—

_“Thanks to an increase of something
like £127.000 in taxation, £87,156 in land
returns, £100,320 in the railways and
sundry other things, Queensland only
shows a deficit of £184.979 for the vear
instead of an estimated half a million.
Hurrah! We shall soon be able to live
on the interest of what we owe.

“ From State enterprises there was a
revenuc of £831.657, against an expendi-
ture of £1,034,881. Frenzied finance !

“ Mr. Theodore considers that the
handing over of the State Government
Savings Bank to the Federal Govern-
ment, was a fine stroke of business. Mr.
Barnes says ‘No! To us it looks like a
piece of insanity turning up creditors
who loan us money at 3% per cent. and
borrowing at 5% per cent. and perhaps
7 per cent.

“ H employees’ control means what we
see in their representatives’ control of
the public purse, then we know where
we are, No increase in cxpenditure is
opposed by the party in the matter of
allowances to members, and no curbing
of extravagance in the shapec of joy
trips. It 1s nothing but an orgy of
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spending ; and while the woney lasts the
present system of government will last.
And to the disgrace of the Opposition,
its condemnation of same is only luke-
warm. It might be interesting {o our
readers to know that when an increase
of wages was introduced into the Lower
House during the term of the last
Government, Opposition members who
opposed it earwigged Legislative Council-
lors to let the Bill pass.

“ A great State! Last vear the
revenue of Queensland was £12.599,403,
and the expenditure was £12,734,382.

¢ Next year Mr. Theodore expects to
make revenue and expenditure meet by
the imposition of a tax on bookmalers.
Punters view the position with dismay.

“ Why not an afternoon tea tax? This
would be a national scrvice in nipping
a lot of scandal in the bud.

After perusing the columns of that paper,
which has been such a consistent supporter
of the present Administration, I corcluded
that the Opposition were absolutely justified
in criticising the administration and icgis-
lation of the Government.

I quite realise the feelings of the leader of
the Government when he penned the opening
remarks of his Financial Statement--

“ Few people, and certainly not those
who understand anything about public
finance, will envy the Treasuver his
position at the present time.””

T can have sympathy with the hon. gentleman
in the position in which he finds him-elf
to-dav, for he has to deal, not with the tax-
payers of the State of Quecensland, bui with
persons whom he cannot dominate and who
have loaned the State the funds which huve
cnabled it to carry out its many public works.
T am one of those who are of opinion that
any member of the community who brlittles
. the State, or who will endeavour
[8.30 p.m.] to hamper the leader of the
Government when he iz attempt-
ing to make the best terms he can for the
renewa! of those loans, is a traitor to the
State. Whilst as a member of the Opposi-
tion I may from my own standpoint criticise
the administration and legislation of the
Labour party who at present centrol the
affairs of the State, I say that every member
of the community should do his utmast to
preserve the fair name and credit of the
State, and, despite what he may consider
absolute extravagance and misuse of public
funds, he should endeavour to do everything
in his power to sce that the Government are
upheld and that the application which ths
hon. gentleman is about to make in the old
country is a success.

There is one point to which I would like
particularly to draw the hon. gentleman’s
attention. He speaks about the embarrass-
ment which has been caused by the fact that
these large loans fall due within such a shork
period. It is quite possible that the Trea-
surer of the day in which they werc arranged
was in the same position in which the hon,
gentleman will find himself when he attempts
to renew them, becausc he will have to act
under the advice of the financial advisors
of the Governmeunt; and possibly some futire
Treasurer will find himself n a similar
position to that of the hon. gentleman,
although perhaps not so favourable, because
although these loans were floated af under
par, they were floated at a very low rate of

Hon., J. G. Appel.]
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interest—which, wunfortunately, we
obtain upon their renewal.

cannot

The hon. gentleman and others who have
spoken on the Government side pride them-
seives on the fact that the deficit, instead
of the estimated amount of £576,240. has
amounted to only £184,979. I confess that I
cannot follow the hon. gentleman or anybods
clse who has professed to regard with satis-
faction that result of the year’s operations.
I would like to araw the attention of the
Committee to the fact that the deficit on
the operations of the State enterprises for
the year amounts to no less than £203.224.
or actually £18.245 more than is disclosed
by the Financial Statement as the deficit
ir_the ordinary accounts. In common with
other members of the Opposition, I have pro-
tested from time to time against the advisa-
bility of any Govermment cmbarking upcn
trading operations, because they are oppesed
to the opinions of all political economists,
and whenever they have been sttemuied thes
have resulted in loss and failure. Certain
undertakings, such as great public utilitics
like our railways, can be more «fectivols
carried out in a State such as Queensland
by the Government, but to undertake the
business of cattle stations is ridirulcus. ‘They
are not a public utility. It is on~ of the
most hazardous undertakings, as has been
proved from time to time, in which anyone
can embark. It has, in fact, bem proved
by the actual results of the State stations
undertaking of the present Adminis!rstion.

Mr. Kenso: What about the fish <hops 7

You do not like to talk about them.

How. J. G. APPEL: I do not; one is an
example of them all. Herc we had th
State in the first instance embarking a large
amount of capital—at firss withuut parlia-
mentary sanction—in an uaderialing in the
face of the protests of the Opposition. and
I have no doubt against thrir own judgment
i some instances. and in the resuli we find
that those protests and the advice thein given
have been amply justified.

The unfortunate part

is that the capital

which has heen invested in these trading
enterprises would have turned the defieit
mto a surplus of £18,245. I  notice

in connection with the expenditure that a
saving was effected in the votes granted to
the Department of Public Works and Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. That is a fact
which we all deplore. Dilferent speakers—I
am glad to say some from the Government
benches—have spoken abiout the urgent neess-
sity for the construction of schools in our
country districts. We find to-day in manv
instances that development and sctrloment in
our countrs districts is delayed and retarded
owing to the fact thai it is Impossible to
obtain schools. As has been pointed out b
different speakers, the Department of Public
Instruction and the hon gentleman adminis.
tering that departinent are invariably sym-
pathetic to the requests of those who  desire
this necessary accommodation for the sake of
the children; but, unfortunately, onc or two
years may elapse after the approval for the
erection of a school before that school is
erected. Hven in the district which I repre-
sent, owing to the nature and the natural
features of the country, settlement is retarded
and delayed because of the impossibility of
getting schools in the different sections of the
electorate.  That applies to many other
electorates. I would like to impress upon
the hon. gentleman who controls the public
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purse that it lics entirely with him to say
whether a sufficient amount of money shall
be provided for these necessary works or not.
There are schools in the Logan portion of
the Albert electorate which were constructed
fifty years ago. They were constructed to
meet the requirements of those days, and
they were considered proper buildings as
schools in those days. To-day they are out-
of-date. They are insanitary, and the light-
ing is such that it has affected the eyesight
of the children. The buildings are abso-
lutely unsuitable for present-day require-
ments.

The TrEASURER : The schools are in a better
condition now than when you were in the
Administration.

Howx. J. G. APPEL: The hon, gentleman
is absolutely incorrect when he says that,
and it is just as well, in view of that state-
ment, to point out that, when the Govern-
ment claim that they have spent more on
the erection of schools than any other
Administration, that the cost of construction
has been increased owing to the conditions
under which those schools are constructed.
It is absolutely incorrect for the Government
to claim that they have constructed more
schools. I admit that they have spent more
on the construction of schools, but the con-
struction of one school now costs as much as
the cost of erecting three schools in 1914.
That is due to the Government’s method of
carrying out the work.

Mr. Harreey: We have built four schools
where you built onc in 1914,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That does not apply
so far as my clectorate is concerned.

Mr. HarTieY: You want a school near
every cow-bail.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That possibly applies
in eclectorates represented by Government
members, but, unfortunately, it does not
apply in connection with electorates repre-
sented by the Opposition. Why should the
children in the electorates represented by
members of the Opposition be penalised be-
cause they are represented by members of
the Opposition?

The Seeretary rorR Pusric Works: Do you
suggest that they are penalised?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I hope they are not;
I ask why they should be.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Works: I say
that they are not. The children in the
electorates represented by Opposition mem-
bers have more need of schools. (Government
laughter.)

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I cannot follow the
hon. gentleman in that, because the electo-
rates represented by Government members
contain a smaller population than the
clectorates represented by members on this
side. There are electorates represented by
hon, members opposite which contain only
4,000 people. I do not know of any electo-
rate represented by hon. members on this
side in which the population does not exceed
8,000. I consider that the argument of the
hon. gentleman, if it is an argument, is
absolutely founded on a false basis.

The TrEASURER: Do you not see the neces-
sity for greater enlightenment in Opposition
electorates? (Governmeunt laughter.)

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I think there is con-

siderably more necessity for greater enlighten-

ment in the electorates represented by Go-
vernment members. Whenever hon, members
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on this side plead the necessities of the
children they are met with these cheap jibes
that bave fallen not only from members of
the front Government bench but aiso from
the lips of other Govirnment members. I
appeal once more to the Treasurer to attend
to this urgent work in connection with the
construction of new schools and in the
remodelling and rebuilding of the old schools

in my electorate and others that 1 have
indicated. 1 appeal to the Treasurer
as leader of the Government, and to

the Seccretary for Public Works, who has
charge of the administration in connection
with the erection of schools, the former to
“make available the necessary funds, and the
latter to see that the wschools that are
approved of by the Department of Public
Instruction, not only in my district but in
all other country districts, are carried out at
the earliest opportunity.

The SecrETaRY ror Pusric Taxps: My

department is spending more money in your -

electorate than in any other five electorates.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You are making a
very good profit out of it.

The SecreTarY For PrsrLic Laxps: No.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: You are getting profit
tha_t the department knew nothing about and
which I brought under its notice in connec-
tion with that particular land.

The SecreTary For PusLic Laxps: I do not
refer to that particular job; I refer to
other jobs. '

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Which other jobs?

. g‘he SECRETARY ¥OR PusLic Lanps: Road
jobs.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 hope that is so.

The SEcrRETARY rOR PuBLIC LaxDs: I say
that we are spending more money in your
electorate than in any cther five electorates
in Queensland.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Through the Main
Roads Board.

The SECRETARY TOR PrnLic Laxps :
the Commonwealth grant.
growling about?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am very glad to
hear that, and I thank the hon. gentleman
for coming to the assistance of the local
authoritics who have made these requests
and in whose arcas these works are urgently
required.

The SecrerTarY For PusLIc LaNDs: It shows
that the Government are not actuated by a
desire to spend money only in electorates
represented by Government members.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am not suggesting
that, but urge that there should be no
discrimination.

The SrcrETARY FOR PuBLic Laxps: Vou did
a few minutes ago.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I said I hoped that
it was not so. On the assurance that the
hon. gentleman has given, and if I can get
some schools constructed which have been
approved, I shall be perfectly satisfied that
it is net the intention of the Government to
spend all the money in electorates repre-
sented by hon. members opposite. I am only
pleading that consideration be given, because
I take it that the leader of the Government
is naturslly desirous of seeing settlement in
our couutry districts. He knows as well as I
do that the lack of school accommodation has
ir. many instances retarded such settlement.
I am simply pleading for those settlers and

Out of
What are you
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for those children te whom it is so necessary
that educational facilities should be afforded.
The Treasurer states that savings have been
effected in scveral departments, and one sav-
ing cffected is in connection with the subsidy
paird to the Ambulance Brigade. It is to be
regretted that the Treasurer has found it
necessary to decrease the subsidy paid to the
Ambulance Brigade, because, in our country
districts, the ambulance has done great work
indeed so far as the selectors are concerned,
especially those who are living far away
from railway communication, in many places
in almost inacces:ible situations. The know-
ledge of the exisience of the Ambulance
Brigade has been a matter of great moment
and comfort to them. The work that has
been carried out cfficiently by the brigade in
every centre of the State justifies an increase
rather than a decrease in the subsidy.

Hon. F. T. Brexnan : If they have all they
want, why give them more?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That 1s the same old
answer that is always given by the preseut
Government.

Hon. ¥. T. Brennan: The hospitals want
money more than the Ambulance Brigade.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
has always claimed for his Government and
party that they, above all other things, con-
sider the intcrests of the poorer members of
the community.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. F. T. Brexxan: The hospitals want
money more than they do.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Then the hon. gentle-
man does not propose to do what is necessary
for the hospitals.

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Yes.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: When the present
Administration were in opposition, the hos-
pitals and scheols were always kept up to
date, but they criticised the Government of
the day and said they did not do enough.
They were sent to the Treasury benches,
according to their own showing, to do better
than was ever done before, yet they have not
done so.

Hon. F. T. Brenxan: Look at the condi-
tions of the nurses as an example.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You have also effected
savings in the Police Force and in the staff
of the prisons. The hospitals are under-
staffed; the police and prison services are
undermanned.

Hon, F. T. Brexxax: There are less crimi-
nals about.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The Government were
sent there, on their own showing, to sce that
such savings should not take place. The line
of argument adopted by the hon. gentleman
does not appeal to me. I cannot see the
reason why, in conncction with these matters
where the health and comfort of the poorer
and humbler meambers of the community are
concerncd, this economy should be practised.
The Government have always claimed that
they are above every other Administration,
ir the care of that class representing the
workers and humbler members of the com-
munity, vet, when a reduction is to be made,
that is the class which suffers. I can only
regret it, and hove wiser counsels will
prevail.

The Treasurer speaks in connection with
the Loan Fund of the amount of money
invested over the counter in connection with
the issue of debentures. While I am glad to

Hon, J. (. Appel,}
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see evidence of confidence in the State, it is
not a good thing that such a large amount
of capital should be withdrawn from the
commerce, business, and industry of the State
and so invested, because with our limited
population it naturally follows, when such an
amount of money is invested in_a State loan
free of taxation, that money is withdrawn
from our industries and business and from
the business of the State. The policy of the
present Administration has resulted in the
building up of large mcnopolistic concerns,
the wiping out of the smalier business man,
and the throwing of the whole of the business
into the hands of the larger concerns, which
are able to obtain large capital. If we take
Brisbane, for instance, we find evidence of
that. The smaller man with a staff of two
or three is disappearing, and has disappeared
in many instances. We find large concerns,
with a large amount of capital, building up
story on story, and increasing their stocks.
The whole of ‘the business is being centred
in the larger concerns, with the result that
the opportunity is being taken from a large
number of smaller men of rising from the
racks. ‘That is a fact to be deplored. The
effect of the State conterprises has been to
shut up a lmge number of the smaller con-
cerns which could not carry on business in
competition with the State. Many men who
otherwise would have every opportunity of
improving their posltlon eventually becoming
able to carry on business on a larger scale,
are to-day simply actlnrr as assistants in
those large concerns in Whlch the whole of

the business in different lines is_being
centred. It is a matter to be deplored, more
especially when it is the effect of the

administration and the legislation of a party
who, above all others, claim mnot to repre-
sent the wealthy and the monopolist, but
the humbler portion of the community. I
have no hesitation in saying that by this
administration and legislation they are build-
ing up those large monopolistic concerns
which to-day we have in cvidence in nine,
and probably very shortly twelve-storied,
bulld*nqa in “Brisbane.

There is a lack of breadth in connection
with the provisions of obtaining advances
under the State Advances Uorpomtlon Act.
I will cite a case which I desire to bring
under the notice of the leader of the Govern-
ment. It is a case that occurred on the
Currumbin. A company was registered in
Queensland, with its office in Oumn:la}ld
and its shaveholders residing in \R‘W South
Wales, for the purpose of cuttmrr up and
sexlmg an area of land on the Lppvr Currum-
bin, which was purchased on time-payment
by a number of small men, with the object of
puttmg it under banana ahd fruit cultivation.

At 9 p.m.,

The CaatRvan (Mr. Kirwan, Brishane) re-
sumed the chair.

How. J. G. APPEL: They cleared and
planted the land and made other improve-
ments. Ther now find that there 15 no
possihility of their obtaining titles from the

vendors. Inquiry shows that the vendors, a
public company, have gone into hquldatlovl
and that the property is held by one of the
banks in New South Wales for advances made.
These unfortunate men, owing to the smallness
of their holdings and to the fact that they
are unable to “obtain their titles from the
berk in New South Wales, are unable to
obtain advances from the State Advances

Clorporation, and they do not know where to
turn.
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Hon. F. T. BrenNaN: It is an Australian
bank. Won’t it give them a chance?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is what I am
endeavouring to arrange. There should be a
broadening in connection with our own State
Adsances Corporation whereby a matter like
this could be dealt with and settlers like
this could be benefited and allowed to get
their living. The settling of thesc smail
areas of land is going to solve our problem of
land settloment, and peopie should be able
to obtain assistance from the Government,
and should not have to crawl round and appeal
to a monetary institution. I desire to bring
this under the notice of the present Adminis
tration. Possibly any big man would receive ”
assistanco from the State. but because these
men are small men they are left destitute.
I am pleading—not accusing the Admmlstm-
tion—that they should broaden the provisions
governing advances, so that in a case of this
kind these unfortunate men will be able to
go to the State and obtain the nccessary
assistance to enable them to secure these
holdings on which they have scttled, and
which they probably stand to lose if no assis-
tance is forthcoming. What better settlers
can we have than those on the land?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Was not
the slump in prices responsible for this
distress ?

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I know that the Secc-
retary for Agriculture is always sympathetic
to the small man ; I am indebted to his services
in finding water for the small settlers in my
district. The fact that these holdings are so
small and that these men have not their titles
is the bar which stands in the way of their
getting advances from the State.

Dealing with the question of immigration,
we all admit that it is absolutely neccssary
that this great State of ours should he
increased in population; but I trust that the
Premier will use the greatest discrimination
in choosing the perscus he brings here so that
we shall not bring in men to compete in trades
which are already overerowded, but men who
are prepared to go immediately on the land.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Hear,
hear!

Hon. J. G. APPEL: We do not want to
add to the congestion of our cities and centres
of population. We want men who will go
directly to the land and start operations. In
this connection I wish to draw attention to the
following report which appeared in the
“Courier’” this morning :—

“ A Toueu Lor.
‘“ IMMIGRANTS WITH A BAD NAME.
“What the * Hobson’s Bay’ is Bringing.

““ Perth, 27th August.
the passengers by the
‘Hobson’s Bay,” which arrived herc yester-
day, are a stmnge looking crowd disguised
as immigrants. Respectable passengers
say these creatures had most dirty habits,
deplorable table manners, and generally
must have been ¢ dragged up’ from birth.
There had been an unprecedented amount
of thieving on board the ‘ Hobson’s Bay’
during the voyage, and, rightly or
wrongly, this particular (’onhngunt got
the full’ credit for it. This morning a
number of them had black eyes, evldently
having had a free fight last night before
becoming  Australians. At Colombo
several were arrested on charges of steal-
ing from the natives, and it is believed
that the captain paid the fines. None of

“ Bome of
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them were for Western Australia, and
iocal shore officials heaved a heavy sigh of
relief on learning the fact that Queens-
land will have its hands full for the while,
as some of them intend to land at
Brisbane.”
I take it that that is not the type of irami-
grant or settler who will be of any bencfit
to our community. 1 urge the Premier to
see thdt whoever is responsible for the selec-
tion of immigrants of this class will take
care that in future a different type is selected
—a type prepared to go on the land and

assist in the development of the State.
Reference has Dbeen made by different
speakers to our vailways. I have always

contended that our railwayz should, as far
as possible, outside of the question of policy,
be left entively under the administration of
whoever may be appointed for that purpose;
that no political interference should take
place, and that such head should be permitted
to have the full centrol and management of
the railways. I admit that what fell from
the lips of the hon. member for Bremer this
afternoon was a disagrecable surprise to me,
and, 1 take it, to hon, members on both
sides of the House. I refer to the statements
he made as to the way operations are being
conducted in our railway workshops. I take
it that, coming from a supporter of the
Government, due weight will be placed upon
those statements. Possibly, had they come
from members of the Opposition they would
have been discountenanced. 1 regret very
much indeed to hear them, because, if the
business is conducted in that way, it is cer-
tainly not to the advantage of the depart-
ment or of the State. 1t has been stated
that the condition of the primavy producers
in connection with the carrying of their pro-
duce is better now than it was under the pre-
vious Administration, but there is one thing
I should certainly like to have an cxplanation
upon. I find in the last report of the Com-
missioner for Railways, on page 215, that
in the year 1913-1914 the amount of produce,
including sugar-cane, carried by the Rail-
way Department totulled 830,738 tons, and
the freight revenue which was received on
account of that produce amounted to
£244,890, or an average rate of 5s. 11d. per
ton. I looked this matter up, in view of the
fact that Lon. members sitting on the
Government side of the House had stated
that no increase in freights had been made
in connection with primary produce.

The TREASURER: No increase since when?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Since they came into
power, or only a small increase.

The Treastrer: That statement has not
been made from this side—a smaller increase
than in the other States.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I wanted to ascertain
what the mcrease was I followed the thing
out, and I found that for the year 1920-1921
the amount of produce carried, including
sugar-cane, totalled 843925 tons, and the
freight charged and received by the Railway
Department amounted to £421,912, or an
average rate of 9s. 11d. per ton.

The TREsSURER: There may have been a
longer haulage in that year.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is an increase
of 4s, per ton—uearly double—since the pre-
sent Administration came into power.

The TrEASURER: What is the use of those
figures without taking the average haulage?
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: T give the figures in
the Commissioner’s report.

The Trrasurer: In the last vear the
average haulage may have been much
greater than in the first year.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I cannot go outside
the report. The Commissioner averages the
whole, and that is how it works out. Under
the previous Administration the average rate
was 5s. 11d, per ton, while under the present
Administration, who claim they have made
but a slight increase, the average rate is
9s. 11d. per ton, or 4s. per ton increase.

The Treastrer: The Commissioner also
gives the percentage increase.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Strange to say, he
did not give it in the last instance.

The TreasURER: He gives it in his report.

Hoxn. J. G. APPEL: Apparently he did
not fecl sufficiently proud of the large
increase.

The TressURER: What is the hon. mem-
ber’s assertion—that there has been a 50 per
cent. increase?

Hov. J. G. APPEL: I say that is the
average 1ncrease. according to the Com-
missioner’s report.

The TressURER: You must take the

average haul.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: All T know is that
the train miles run in the year 1913-1914
totalled 11,346,334, while in 1920-1921 the
train miles run amounted to 10,735,723, or a
decrcase of 610,611 miles.

The TREAsURER: That is not all agricul-
tural produce.

Hon. J. . APPEL: There is really a
decrease in the train miles run, but an
increase in the freight rate of 4s. per ton.

The TREASURER: The hon. member should
get the average rate charged to-day, as com-
pared with the rate charged in 1914. Sup-
posing  there were 500,000 tons of cane
hauled 50 miles further than in 1914, that
would affect the average.

Hox. J. . APPEL: I would be very glad
if the hon. gentleman could show that the
difference has arisen in that way, I am
taking the figures as they appear in the
report, and we cannct get away from the
fact that the average increase since the
present Administration have been in power
1s 4s. per ton.

The TREASURER: Not a less haulage.
trrin miles include passenger trains.

How. J. G. APPEL: We cannotl get away
from those figures, which amount to this—
that the men who grew this produce have had
to pay 4s. per ton more than they paid when
the previous Administration were 1n power.

The TreastrRER: I defy you to show or
prove that we have charged 4s. per ton more
on any kind of agricultural produce.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: We can only take
the average. The 'Treasurer may try as
much as he likes to discount these figures,
but they are the figures given by the
Commissioner for Railways.

The

There is another matter to which I would
like to draw attention. We hear a great
deal about what ibe present Administration
kave done in connection with the construe:
tion of railwaws; but, after all is said and
done, what have they done? 'Ther have
been carrying cut a policy which was laid

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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down by the previous Administration. How
does their construction of railways compare
with the construction of railways under the
previous Administration? Taking the report

of the Commissioner for Railways once more,
we find that in the vear 1913-14 there were
new sections of railways open for traffic
amounting to 287 miles, while in the year
1920-21 there were new scctions opeoned
amounting to 67 miles. That is the great
ircrease in construction of railwaws by the

present Administration that we hear so much
about. 1 am quite willing, as I have indi-
cated on different oceasions, to glve apv
Admm;smatlon full credit for what they are
doing for the benefit of the comruunity aand
for the advancement of the State. But in
reply to hon. members who go round and
claim credit for all that has been done, I
ask this: Who established the University
of Queensland?  Who built the Technical
College in the grounds adjoining Parlisment
House? Who carried out and constructed
the many great scholastic buildings in the
Srate?

The HouME SECRETARY: We did it. (Laugh-
tor.)
Hox. J. G. APPEL: At one centre in my

elcctorate 1 was handed a list of coactments
which it was stated had been brought in by
the present Administration. They went back
fer a period of twenty years, and amongst
them was nearly every measure that T had
introduced mycelf, It appeared as if no
Administration prior to the present Govern-
ment had done anything for the community—
had done mnothing for saffering humauity.
All T can say is that, on the same ratio, the
present Administration are doing less than
past Admimsteations, and I am sorry for it.

The bell indicated that the hon.
time had expived.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): Tt is
quite ovxdont the hon, racmber who has just
1o~.umed his seat would not Lave had any-
thing to eriticise the Government about had
it not been for the fact that he has been
reading the ‘* Patriot”; and, had he not
read the two articles from it, even the
minor criticism we have had from him to-
night would bave been impaired. If what
we have listened {o during the present debate
is the most =evere criticism that can be
urged against the present Government, no
one need lose any sleep on that account. I
have listened with a great deal of interest
to the debate, and it seems to me that,
instead of criticising the adminis’orution of
the Government, quite a number of hon.
members Op}’)Oslte have been endeavouring to
try to convince the public that, instead of
being in opposition, they ought to be on the
Government side of the House. There has
been quite an array of figures quoted 0o show
that they, and not membcls on this side,
ave the 1“eplesent*1t1ves of the people There
have been quite a number of ** figure-fakers”
who have dealt with election results, and
Lave endeavoured to prove that, if every-
thing was as it ought to be and as they
would like it to be, Lhey would be on this
side in possession of the Treasury benches
while we would be in opposition. = After all
that has been said and that can be said. the
fact remains that under the Constitution of
Queensland there are seventy-two econstitu-
ercies in the State, and the constituencies
have returned a majority of mombers to
this side. After all that has been said about
figures and about the juggling which hon.
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members opposite allege took place in con-
nection with the redistribution of seats, the
fact remains that the Labour Government
are on the Treasury benches, while members
opposite are sitting in the cold shades of
apposition, where they are likely to remain
for some time to come. There will certainly
have to be radical changes in their platform
as well as in their methods before they are
likely to get on this side of the Housze. Hon.
members opposite stated that but for the
vedistribution of seats many hon. members
on this side, including myself, would not
have been returned. You never know what
the result of an election is going to be until
the figures arc up. and I appreciats the fact
that I am still the hon. member for Queen-
ton in spite of the prophecies whicn wers
made and of the efforts that were rad. ‘to
prevent me from coming back. Oue of the
reasons why hon. members opposite are in
Op]’)OSItIOH and are ukoly to remain there
is besause they have really got no prmmp]eA
they have got nothing worthy of the name
of a pohm~aud, instead of belng a United
party, they arc the very opposite. Tt is not
necessary to take notice altogether of what
is said on this side, but this is what the hon.
member for Da'lby said about some Opposi-
tion members during the election campaign,
as reported in the *“ Brisbane Courier” of
11th April last—
“ Mr. Vowles briefly traced the history
of the party, which was form«d in 1920,
and added: ° We have had additions to
and defections from our ranks during the

past few months., For owse session
rs. Green (Townsville) and Jones
nedy). of the Northern Country

party, joined up with us on a common
platform,  Messrs. Peterson, Fletcher,
and Elphinstone renounced their panu\s
to join forces with us. It was svon very
evident that the acceptance of some of
these newcomers to the ranks of the
Couniry party was a mistake. The tran-
quility of the pmtv was consiantly dis-
turbed by studied eth to undermine its
principles, and the climax arose when a
party known as the United pariy was
brought into being, composed chieﬁy of
the . disgruntled members of the Country
party and the whole of the Nationulist
members in the House. Some of those
who have scceded from our ranks have
had the decency 1o resign. Others hmg
on, including one who was requssted to
send in his resignation as a member of
the Country party, and they nov pose

as “the Country party wing” of the
so-called United party. I refer to these
mattors in order to enter iny protest

against their action and to let the people
of Quecnsland know that the ouly true
Country parts representatives are those
contesting this eleciion with the endorse-
ment of the Primary I'roducers” Union.”

I think it must be patent to anybody with

half an eye that, if that kind of
[9.30 p.m.] thing goes on, hon. members

opposite will really not deserve
the name of a party at all; the unfortunate
thing about it 1s that the public of Queens-
land, instead of being wide awake to their
manceuvres, may be led astray. Fortunately,
at the last election they were wide awake,
and thev returned this party with a further
indication of their confidence.

The leader of the Opposition on one or
two occasions has had something to say im
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reference to the weakness of secondary indus-
tries in Queensland, and has lamented the
fact that Queensland is so far behind the
other States. As a matter of fact, Queens
Jand has always been a long way behind.
She is more a primary-producing State than
a State with great secondary industries, for
the simple reason that she was later in the
field, and is a much younger State and has
a smaller population scattered over a wider
area than other States; consequently primary
industries have been more productive and
generally more beneficial than manufacturing
industries. Whea we get more population,
no doubt secondary industries will follow in
their natural order. The hon. member who
has just rcsumed his seat expressed the
opinion that it was much better to settle
people on the land than to have them con-
gested in the city. I quite agree with him.
The factory system is not an unmixed bless-
ing. When you know the conditions under
which factory workers have been reared in
the past and the kind of life that they have
led, you have some hesitation in desiring to
bring that system into Queensland. I know
the disabilities and disadvantages and dis
agr oeableness under which many of the people
work in factories compared with the lives of
people who work in the open. There is no
doubt that during the war they got a better
class of soldier in the country distriets of
great Britain than in the industrial centres,
where everybody was living under congested
and insanitary conditions, just as for a similar
reason the men from Australia were infinitely
better than men from older countries. Vic-
toria, to which we are often pointed as a kind
of model, has had its population in the rural
districts gradually dwindling and concen-
trating in the big cities. Because people
want to live in the cities they enter secondary
industries; bug, after all, city life is not so
wholesome or so bencficial in the long run
as life in the country. The total urban popu-
lation of Victoria amounts to about 990,753,
or 64.7 per cent. of the total population—of
which 51 per cent. is in Melbourne—whilst
the rural population is 540,927, or only 355
per cent, In 1811, 187,773 persons were work-
ing in secondary mdubtrles in Victoria, whilst
in 1921 the number had increased to 253 245.
In 1911 the number engaged in primary
industries was 144,384, and in 1921 147.000,
an increase of only 3,000 in ten years. What
has been responsible for those facts? The
real cause at the bottom of that state of
affairs 1s the land monopolv which has taken
place to a large extent in Vieforia. During
the past thutv vears there has been such an
aggregation of land jnto large cstates that
quite a number of Victorians have come to
places like Queensland, where land is avail-
able and they can get an opportunity of
doing something for themselves. From an
all-round standpoint, I think that the Govern-
ment, in taking steps to seftle people on the
land in the Burnett and Callide valleys, and
oven on the Palmersion lands of which we
‘have heard s0 much, are doing infinitely
better for the countrv and the people who
are here and the people who are likely to
come here than by letting others go tax free
in order that they may start industries prac-
tically before they are wanted. There seems
to be an idea that, although we are a federa-
tion, and although we pose not only as
Queenslanders but also as Australians, we
nevertheless ought to endeavour to show our
superiority to and get the better of other
parts of the Commonwealth.
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After all, if our sccondary industries are
centred, as they alwaxs will be centred and
must be centred, in the large centres of
population—that is to say, if all the things
we mneed are manufactured in Sydney or
Melbourne—then good luck to them for the
present. With tho population in Queensland,
scattered as it is over such a large area, it
is not reasonable nor could it be expected
that we could produce all we need from the
manufacturing standpoint. * I doubt whether
it would be profitable for us to do so at the
present time. I do think that what the
Government are doing in the direction of
making land available in the State for the
people who want to go on that land is
infinitely better and wiser than trying to
foster secondary industries, which, according
to hon. members opposite, have to be held
up and propped up because they are not
able to stand on their own feet. For that
reason I think the Government are to be
commended for their action in attempting
to settle people on the land and increase
production in that direction which will bene-
fit not only individuals themselves but will
benefit the whole State.

I listened to what has been said by hon.

members  opposite in  reference to the
administration of the Government and to
the Government proposals as set out in the
Financial Statement. Amongst others I
listened to the hon. member for Knoggera,
who scams to have the idea that it does not
matier very much what he says, but that, so
long as he says it in a loud enough tone
and makes enough noise, it must carry
weight. I am not sure whether he is really
able to distinguish sense from sound or not.
It scems to me that, when he is speaking,
very often he is not able to do so. I would
remind him that the most powerful forces
are not the noisy ones, but the most powerful
arc the silent and quiet forces. MHe made
quite a number of statements in his speech
the other night; but, when you come to look
into them and make a few inquiries, you
can only rome to the conclusion that they
arve not true. I have no objection to a per-
son having a simple mind if it is a good
thing.

Mr. Fry:
sympathies.

My, WINSTANLEY: A man with a
simple mind should have some regard for
the truth. Quite a number of statements
that the hon. member made will not bear
anals There are a number of members
oppnsnu who are not very much concerned
about whether a thing is truc or not, so long
as they get something in.

Mr. EDWARDS :
bers opposite.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They think that
when it goes out to the public the public
will read it and say that it was not con-
tradicted, and, therefore, it must be accurate.
The hon. member for Herbert had made an
exceptionally good speech, and had made
some reference to income tax. The hon.
member for Enoggera, in replying to that
particular matter, said—

~ “The hon. member for Herbert used
it as a good argument that this State is
progressing  under Labour adininistra-
tion. If that argument holds good, why
is it that Queensland to-day is spending

Mr, Winstanley.]

You should have Christian

That applies to hon. mem-



718 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.
per head of the population a lesser Mr. WINSTANLEY : What are the actual
amount of loan money—in some in- facts in this conncction? I will quote the

stances 50 per cent. less—than the other
States ? [For the simple reason that the
Government have recklessly spent money
and put it into non-returning invest-
ments.”

You would naturally expect that a Govern-
ment who are spending recklessly would

figures showing the expenditure per head
from loan ioney in the different States.
Let me preface that by saying that, apart
from the merits or demerits of loan e\{p(,ndl-
turc, whether it is a good thing to spend
much loan money or little loan money is
decided very largely by circumstances. Some
people do not need to spend loan money,

gpend more rather than less than other Whilst others have the need to spend that
States money. These are the actual facts in con-
’ . nection with loan expeudilure per head from
Mr. Kerr: Not at all. 1916-1917 to 1920-1921
i "’*""
Year. Nsw. | Vie. Qld. S.A. WA, Tas.
_ ! _ . | }
£s.d.‘ £s d | £s a £ s d £s 4 | £s d
1916-17 312 0 114 9 3 611 4 2 0 215 9 ! 2 8 8
1917-18 .. 2 6 9 & 17 3 213 2 311 0 3 8 9 | 212 5
1918-19 .o 2 0 0 1 2 010 317 7 4 7. 8 3 7 & 216 8
1919-20 .. 4 6 4 5 12 611 0 7 3 2 8 2 8 | 611 1
1920-21 .. 7T 0 7 ‘ 7 5 2 513 ¢ 314 4 716 4 12 511
£1966’£1792 £20 1 8 | £22 8 2 |£2513 3 |£2614 9
In this respect let me say that during the year Mr. Kerr: You know it existed, but that

1920-21 New South Wales spent 22,758,000
loan money in  repurchasing estates;
Victoria spent £6,894,557; Queensland spent
£1,017,634 ; South Australia spent £15,844

Western Australia £1,527,664 ; and Tdsmanla
£1,146,985. It will thus be seen that in
practically every year Queensland spent more
loan money on reproductive works than any
other individual State., The statement made
by the hon. member for Fnoggera is therc-
fore not correct and will not bear examina-

tion. He evidently made the statement
without having verified it and without
looking at the actual facts.

Mr. Krrr: Did you examine the figurcs
for 19227 Those are my figures; you are
wrong.

My. WINSTANLEY: The hon. member

for Enoggera, like the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat, claims credit for every-
thing that was done previous to the Labour
party coming into power. He said that his
party had established the University. The
University was not established by the party
to which he belongs. The late Mr. Kidston
was Premier when the University was estab-
lished and he was supported for a time
by the Labour party in this and a number of
other things that the hon. member’s party
had nothing to do with. The hon, members
opposite usually claim credit for everything
that was brought about prior to the advent
of this Government, but disclaim anything
to their discredit which was done in the
same period. The hon. member for Enog-
gera has said on the floor of this House when
challenged on a particular matter, ‘“ What
has it got to do with me?” or * What do
I care about anything previous to my coming
into the Hcuse?”’ The hon. memher for
Enoggera stated that the Public Curator’s
Department has been in existence for twenty-
five vears, but his saying so does not make
it a fact, and his making that statement does
not prove it is true. Almost every hon. mem-
ber of the Housc knows it is not true. There
was not a Public Curator in existence pre-
vious to the Labour party coming into power,
and the office was established in order to be
availed of by the pcople who had to spend
a good deal of money at times to get their
rights.

[Mr. Wenstanley.

it was called by another name.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The only depart-
ment that existed prior to the creation of
the Public Curator was that which dealt
with intestacy, insolvency, and the estates of
the insane. The hon. member also tried to
convey the ides that the profit of £290.000
made by the Insurance Departinent was the
result of robbing injured workers.

Mr. Kerr: I did not say anything of the
kind.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The hon. member
sgid—

“ Why do not the Government pay the
injured worker for the first three days of
the period of injury instead of adding
that £290,000 to the Government debt b_y
taking out debentures, instead of distri-
buting their profits in the right quarter
—to the people who should get the
benefit ?”

Mr. Kerr: Why don’t you do it?

Mr, WIN STANLEY As a matter of fact
they do pay for the first threc days.

Mr. KeerR: Do thev?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes.

Mr. Kerr: Gencrally?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes. I think prac-
tically everyone agrees that the State Insur-
ance Department is one of the finest

institutions brought into existence by this or
any other Government. Whatever hon. mem-
bers may have to say, the people outside
are quite satisfied about what is being done
by this institution. The political predeces-
sors of the hon. member passed a Workers”
Compensation Act which did not provide any
compensation for the first fortnight.

Mr. KErr: Before that the injured worker
did not get anything at all.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : When the Bill was
before the Iouse in 1909 an amendment was
moved from the Lahour side to provide for
payvment from the date of injury, but hon.
members on the Government side said that,
if that was given effect to, the workers
would malinger in order to get the three
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days’ pay, and the statement was made
repeatedly that the scheme would break
down with its own weight.

At 9.45 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: That amendment
was introduced, and instead of turning out a
failure it reduced the period of waiting to
its present dimensions and was highly success-
ful. It was not until a Laboar Government
got into power that such a provision was
made, and it has certainly been a great benefit
to a large number of persons who previously
had to depend on charity in the time of
their distress. Statements like those that
have been coming from hon. gentlemen
opposite do not injure the Government, but
they convey a wrong idca and mislead the
community as to the actual facts. Hon.
members opposite may find some consolation
in making those statements at random, but
they will find that later they will be dis-
credited, even when speaking the truth.
The Government are not concerned about
criticism which is not more correct or severe
than that.

I want to say a word in reference to the
spcech of the hon. member for Murrumba.
He drew a very gloomy picture regarding the
agricultural districts of Quecnsland, and, if
they are anything like he pictures them——

Mr. KERR: You don’t care a hang.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : I know and care a
good deal more about it than the hon. mem-
ber. If the hon. member’s picture was correct,
agriculture would be at an end, but fortu-
nately it was not correct. No Government
that ever existed in Quecensland, or probably
in any country, have ever been as ready or
have done as much to help the agriculturist
as the present Government. The hon., mem-
ber let fall one observation that I am
thoroughly in agreement with when he said
that quite a number of farms were over-
capitalised. One of the difficulties under
which farmers labour in Quecensland is that
their land is too expensive. Oftentimes the
burden they are carrying in the shape of a
mortgage is more than they can bear. I am
quite confident that the Govermmnent, in intro-
ducing the perpetual lease scheme and letting
the people get on the land on easicr cond:i
tions, thus leaving their capital to develop the
land, are treating the farmers infinitely better
than by giving them frechold. In a great
many cascs when a farmer gets a freehold
he has to mortgage heavily and eventually
loses his land. Anybody who looks at the
papers knows that, particular!y in the districts
likely to be prolifie in cotton-growing, owners
are booming the land for all it is worth, and
in a great many instances for more than it is
worth, and are unloading on to unsuspecting
prospective growers and getting a price for
the land that their successors will never be
able to pay interest on. There is nc doubt
about the fact that the farmers earn all that
they get; but, at the same time, there are
numbers of other people besides them who
work hard and who do not get tco much as a
result of their toil. Even farmers, so far as
I am able to gather, are not nearly so badly
off as they are sometimes said to be. Any-
body can cry poverty or say they have not a
shilling to their name, but they may have
other assets. They may not have cash, but
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they have an estate, and it is worth some-
thing to have an estate. On one or two
occasions I looked at the paragraphs that
appeared in the  Courier’” of farmers who
have ‘‘ passed out,” and whose estates have
been administered, and in the applicitions
for probate I find the values of the different
estates were as follows:—

Occupation. Value of Estate.
£
H.J., farmer .. 4,098
A.R., farmer 5,933
J.V.C., farmer 3,818
M.O., farmer ... 1,239
G.B., selector ... 2,283
H.H.C., grazier ... 23,934
M.E., farmer ... 4,553
C.B.F., farmer .. 8,401
W.0.W., grazier ... 42,412

I am well aware that £4,000 or £5,000 is
not an exceptionally large sum to the man
who has got money, but it is a fairly large
sum to the man who has got nothing. The
point I want to make is that at the time [
saw these notices in the “ Courier,” I necver
saw where a labourer, an artisan, or an
ordinary working man had an estate that was
worth administering, Therefore we see that
there are hundreds of thousands of people in
the State who work hard and who work long,
and yet, when they come to die, have no
estate at all, much less one that is worth
several thousands of pounds.

Mr. Moore: Many an artisan becomes an
employer.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: You do not talk
about him as an employer.

Mr. Moore: He works, too.
Mr. WINSTANLEY : Yes; but he is not

the only individual who works. There are
numbers of people in the country who have
to work; but because the farmer is working
for himself, and because he spends what he
carns in Increasing the value of his estate,
at the end of the year he says he has earned
nothing. The only thing I want to sce is
that people speak the truth and put a correct
statement before the House. There is no
doubt about the fact that there are thousands
of people even in this country who do earn
money, but when they come to pass out they
have not an estate such as I have referred
to. I am not saying that these farmers
should not have estates. They deserve all
that they get, but there are plenty of pcople
who have the advantages of living in the
cities and also the disadvantages, and they
have to pay for them.

Time after time the statemont has been
made by hon. members opposite, and par-
ticularly by Nationalist members who belong
lo the cities, that they are the friends of the
primary producers. They remind me of
what was said a long time ago, that  Cod-
lin’s your friend, not Short.”” "Some people
in my district have had an experience which
males it very doubtful whether that is
correct or not. I have heard members, who
now call themselves Country members, say
when they were sitting on this side of the
ITouse that people who live in the city took
advantage of them, and they went so far as
to say that they rcbbed them. That has
been. the experience of a number of people
at Char:ers Towers who are engaged in fruit-
growing ? The climate there is suitable. the
soil is suitable, and the general surroundings
mzke it exceptionally good citrus-growing

Mr. Winstanley.]
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country. They can grow oranges and grapes
and some other things practically to perfec-
tion. When Cloncurry was in full swing
there was a market there for all that they
could produce, but lately, since the number
of orchards has been increasing and the
crops have been getting bigger every year,
they thought they would try the Brisbane
market, and early this year three of them
made a consignment of about twenty cases
of oranges which they sent down to try the
Brisbane market. In reference to that fruit,
1 just want to quote from the ¢ Queensland
Producer.” The person referred to is,
take it, a genileman who is charged with
looking over the markets to see what fruit
comes in, The “Queensland Producer” says—
“This week I had the pleasure, with
others, of inspecting a small trial ship-
ment of oranges from Charters Towers,
and amongst the consignment were some
Jaffas of special merii, both as regards
the favour and appearance. The fine
texture of the skin and quality of the
fruit are far ahead of anything I have
seen for many years back, and is another
striking illustration of what our Northern
climate can produce.”

So far so good. Very naturally, when the
people who grew the oranges saw that state-
ment in the paper, they were somewhat
elated about their consignment, and thought
that it would bring them, at any rate, a fair
return, if not an exceptionally good one.
But when they got the returns back a month
after the fruit was sent down, the net return
from the twenly cases only amounted to £4
10s. 4d. From the gross return therec were
16s. deducted for cartage and 13s. for com-
mission. They also received a letter saying
that out of their twenty cases the consighees
had only got fifteen cases. What had hap-
pened I do not know, but when the cases
got to Brisbane it was said they were not
full, and that it took five cases out of the
twenty to fill up the other fifteen; the con-
signment was sold as fifteen cases. The
growers naturally thought iher had not had
a fair deal, and the following paragraph
appeared in the * Queensland Producer ” on
the subject :—
“ CHARTERS TOWERS ORANGES.
“Mr. W. A. Mann, honorary secre-
tary, Charters Towers L.P.A., writes at
length concerning a disappointing return
for a consignment of oranges—Jaffa and
other varieties—sent to Brisbane and
disposed of. Mr. Mann concludes :—° To
sum up the position: We send twenty
cases of oranges to Brisbane; we lose five
of them; we are charged 24 per cent.
handling charges in Brisbane. We
reccive the reports and results just one
month after the sale. The market
officer reported favourably wupon, the
fruit, and one report stated that if free
from scale and well packed, it would
have realised 18s. to 2ls. per case on
the Melbourne market; yet we receive
only £4 10s. 4d. for twenty cases on the
Brisbane market. Did we get a fair
deal?”” '
They may well ask the question as to
whether they got a fair deal—especially when
the people 1In the citles profess to be
interested in primary producers, and say
they want to do the best thev can for them.
The * Queensland Producer” comments on
that, and says—
“We have consulted

[Mr. Winstanley.
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officer, who adheres to his favourable
comments regarding the Jaffa oranges;
his remarks did not apply to the other
sorts, which he describes as unripe and
carrying scale. He also found that the
cases used were not suitable.”

If the producers are expected to put oranges
in cases which cost 1s. &d. each, if not more,
in which to send oranges to Brisbane, and
only get £4 10s. 4d. for twenty cases, business
is not likely to mature. I would like to say
that, when the market officer is inspecting
fruit and finds it of good quality and praises
it, if there is anything wrong he should
let the growers know at once, and not pass
it by and say nothing, as those who grow
the fruit naturally think that there 1s
nothing wrong. I think that proves quite
conclusively that there is room
[10 p.m.] for improvement in the handling
of produce when it is sent to
Brisbane, or anv other market for that
matter, and if these people think it advis-
able to zend another consignment later on,
1 would like to see them get a fair deal
I Liope that something better will be done
for them than was done for them on this
occasion; at any ratc, nothing worse could
have been done. 1 certainly think some
better provision could be made, and should
be made, not only for the people in the
North, but also for everybody who is send-
ing stuff to the markets. What happened
is not encouraging to people who want to
dn something in the direction of devcloping
the resources of the country. There can be
no complaint as to the quality of the fruit;
it was as good as could be produced any-
where in the State.

I notice that the Government have pro-
vided for an expenditure of £21,000 for
making additions to the Goodna Insane
Asylum. It is not a vers encourazing or
inspiring subject, but evidently insanity is
one of the concomitants of our preseus day
civilisation, and even in this country the
strain and stress of life are too much for a
very large number of people, and the con-
sequence is that our present institutions are
becoming too small and have o be extended.
One thing which might be taken to heart by
the Home Department is the suggesticn that
these 1nstitutions should be distributed over
the State and nov be centred in one part.
I think some of them might be put in the
porthern part of the State.

Mr. Fry:
electorate ?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : The people in my
clectorate are just as sane and of just as
bigh an intelligence as those in any other
electorate; but 1 do say that it is very
inconvenient for persous who are unfortunate
enough to lose their mental balance and for
their friends that they should have to be
sent 1,000 miles down to Brisbane to a montal
Lospital. Anybody in Brisbane can get his
friend out on probation and see how he gets
on, but that 1s impossible for people away
up in the North. It is impossible for them
to know how these unlortunate persons are
getting on except from the ordinary circular
from the institution.

Hon. J. G. ArpeL: Herberton and Char-
ters Towers have both been suggested as
sites.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : The probabilities are
that either of those places is suitable.
The climatic conditions of both are good, but

Put a big one up in your
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at Herberton the land is fairly expensive.
At Charters Towers there is plenty of land,
the climnatic conditions are excelicut, and
there is an exceptionally good water supply,
and all the surroundings are good. As the
Yon. member knows very well, the conveni-
ence of residents of the North, of people who
have to become patients and of their friends,
would be eminently served by the cstablish-
ment of an insane asylum there. I was
speaking not long ago to an individual who
was coming up from a town in New South
Wales which he had been visiting. He said
he asked a resident what kept the town
going, and the reply was, ¢ We have a
lunatic asyium, a benevolent institution, a
big hospital, and other public in:titutions,
and the town practically subsists on these
institutions.””  Irom scme standpoints that
may not be a very desirable thing, but from
other standpoints 1t may be an exception-
ally desirable thing. Charters Towers is by
no means the town it used to be.

Mr. Kerso: Have all the  wild cats”
died there?

Mr. WINSTANLEY : Charters Towers is
not the only place where ‘ wild cats” have
existed. They have existed on all the mineral
fields. The people have lived there and
speculated their money and lost it there,
but I do not think they have very many
regrets. They are a good, substantial class
of people, and, at any rate, are an infinitely
better class than are found in most of the
commercial cities. I do not think that any-
thing would benefit Queensland so much as
the discovery of another Charters Towers
or Gympie. On more than one occasion the
mining industry has placed Queensland on its
feet when it was in the mud, and I believe
it will do it agaih. At the present time
the Government have £60,000 to £70,000
invested in Charters Towers, and, if that
town went down—which I do not think will
happen—the Government would lose that
money the same as other institutions would
do. The scholastic institutions have been
instrumental in turning out persons of learn-
ing equal to any other place. The boys and
girls who went to those schools were infin-
itely better off than they would bhave been 1if
they had had to come to the southern parts
of Queensland. All round, the place 1s
deserving of support, and I think the estab-
lishment of any of these institutions at or
near Charters Towers or in the district will
be helpful. I certainly think that the town
has an exceptional claim on the Govern-
ment. The Government have done all they
possibly could to revive the mining industry
there. There are people there now who are
optimistic enough to think that Charters
Towers will come again.

Hon. J. G. AprpeL: Look at Clark’s show.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : That is still going,
with one or two other new shows that are
very encouraging and are doing exceptionally
well. There is always the possibility of the
diamond drill being able to discover some-
thing that will encourage the people again
to put their money into mining and restore
the lost prestige of the place. In many
directions the Government have helped the
place, and the people appreciate very much
that help, but I think that in the direction
of establishing more institutions a little more
could have been done.

There are many other things that I would
like to discuss, but I shall deal with them on
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the Estimates. In spite of all the criticism
that has been levelled against the Govern-
ment and all that has been said about their
administration, they still hold the confidence
of the people. That is the most important
thing. The people are the best judges;
they know what has been done by previous
Governments, and they know what has been
done by this Government. They did not
accept what hon. members opposite said,
but they accepted the word of the Govern-
ment and gave them a fresh lease of power.
I hope that some of the difficulties which
the Government are now faced with-—over
which they have no control—will disappear
along with the financial cloud that hangs
over some of our industries—particularly the
copper-mining industry—and that the sun-
shine of prosperity will return.

The House resumed.
The CuAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.





