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60± Questions. [ASSElVIBLY.] Voting at General Election. 

THURSDAY, 23 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bet·tram·, JI.Iaree), 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

APPROPRIATION BII,.L, No. 1. 

ASSENT. 
The SPEAKER: I have to report that I 

have this day pres0nted to His Exc<'llency 
the Governor Appropriation Bill, "'-'o. 1, for 
the Ro.val assent, and that His Excellency 
was pleased, in my presence, to subscribe 
his assent thereto in the name and on behalf 
of His Majeety. 

A message was also receiv0d from the 
Governor conveving His Excellency's assent 
to the Dill. • 

QUESTIONS. 

EXPENDITURE BY PRIMARY PRODl.:CERS' 
0RGANISATIO:\' ON PRINTING AND ADVERTISING. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer), in the absence of 
Mr. Edwards (X anango), asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture-

" 1. What was the total expenditure to 
30th J uno last in connection with the 
Primary Producer,' Organisation for-

[Mr. ]{err. 

(n) Printing of 'The Queensland Pro
ducer'; (b) other printing and adver
tising? 

"2. vVhaL are the names and addresses 
of the pci·wns, firms, or companies to 
wh'om such work was given and the total 
cost, respe-ctively?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. IY. N. Gillies, Eacharn) replied-

" The hem. member appears to be much 
concerned about tbe business methods of 
the Coun~il of Agriculture, but if he will 
restrain himself until the director'& 
report, fCS provided under section 16 of 
the Prima<y Producers' Organi,ation Act. 
is tabl'od, he will then bP in posse,sion of 
all necessary information. I expect this 
report will be available very soon." 

TRAl'iSFERRED Sl.:B-DEPART11ENTS OF l'UBLIO 
SERVICE. 

Mr. l\L1XWELL (Taowong), in the absence 
of Mr. Fry (Tiurilpa), asked the Premier-

" vYhat ,ub-departmonts or branche3 of 
the public service have been transferred 
from the control of ono lVIinister to 
another since 30th J uno, 1922 ?" 

The PRE:\HER (Hon. E. G. Thoodore, 
Chillauoe) replied-

"Sub-Department j From- To-
---- i I 
Water Supply De-, Treasurer I Secretary for 

partment I Pub he Lands 
State Advances Cor- ditto . . Secretar; for 

poratwn (Ad- 1 I Agnculture 
vance to Farmers) and .Stock 

State Advances Cor-1 ditto I Secretary !or 
poration, Workers' 1 Pnblir Works 

sPa~:~~':,~~~ ditto I Chief Secretary 

Inspection or dittn i SecretaQ for 
Weights and I i Public WorkB 
l\IcaslJres 1 

Registration of ditto ' Attorney-
Finns General 

Registrar-General's Hmne ditt'1 
Department 1 Secretary 

Stamp Duties Office! Attorney- Treasurer 
Ueneral 

State Government ditto . . ditto 
lnRuranre Office 

Agricultural College, 
Gatton 

Secretary i Secretary for 
for Agri- 1· Public In-
culture struction." 

_an~-~~c~~j 

EsTnrA'l'ED Cos:r oF CoMPLETING TREASURY 
BurLDI:\'GS. 

Mr. SIVA YNE (Jiirani) asked the Secre
tan for Public Works-

~ " vVha t is the estimated cost of th0 
buildings now in progress at the corner 
of Gcorge and Queen streets (Treasury 
corner) when completed?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jiackay) replied

"Approximately, £230,000." 

VOTI:\'G AT GENERAL ELECTION. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed :-

Return to an order ma·de on 31st July 
showing the detailed results of the 
voting at the various polling booths 
throughout the State at the recent 
general. election. 
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LIQUOR ACTS AMEKDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READIKG. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, ]!:fount 1lfurgan): I beg to moyc-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

REC\IIODELLIKG OF APPRENTICESHIP 
SYSTEM. 

:\1r. ROBERTS (East l'oowoomba): In the 
absence of the hon. member for Oxley, I beg 
.to rnove-

" That, in the opinion of this House, 
the time has arrived when, in the interests 
of the youth of Queensland and our indus
trial de' .olopment, the existing method of 
creating trade,;men should be entirely 
remodelled." 

Question put and passod. 

SUPPLY. 

FINANCIAL STATE}JEXT-RESUMPTJON OF DEBATE. 

(:llr. ll.irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Qu~stion . stated-That there be granted 
to Ills Ma]esh- for the service of the vear 
1923-1924 a ,;urn not exceeding ±;300 to defrav 
thP salary of the Aidc-de-Camp to His Excel
lency the Governor. 

The CHAIRMAN: Before the debate is 
resumed, I desire to point out to hon. mem
bers who are in the habit of quoting , xtracts 
that it will facilitate the work of the 
" llaneard " staff if hon. members when 
getting their CjUotations typed, will undertake 
to get an additiOnal copy made for the " Han· 
sard " staff. (Hear, hear !) I would like to 
explain that each member of the " Hansard " 
staff takes a " turn " in thG gallery of ten 
m1nutes, and, when an hon. 1nc-rnbe.:.· rcstunc;:; 
his seat after an. hour's speech, his extracts 
are hken to the " l-Iansard " staff by one of 
the messengers, when the members of the staff 
haye to sort ?ut the extracts used by the hon. 
member makmg the opeech. As a result, con
side~ablo delay occurs, and there is also n 
possibility that hon. members may not be 
reported co~·rectl~'· After mentioning this, 
I am sure 1t will appeal to hon. members 
ih!'t, if they ~ollow out m_Y suggestion, it will 
effect a cons1dr rabic savmg of time as well 
w~ unnecessary 'vork to the " lfansard " 
<taff. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE (Oxley}: I under
stood from the reply of the Premier to the 
leader of the Opposition yesterday that pri
vate n1en1bers' busint~ss vYa"S cut out as from 
yester·day. I presume. therefore, that, under 
any circurr~tauce,, tho rnotion standin(J' in 
rny name· »ould not be discussed this after
noon. 

'The 'TREAS!:RER: The motion was agreed 
to before ~ ou entered the Chamber. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I did not want to 
miss the opportunitY, had it been available 
of discussing the subject-matter of the motion' 
because it is a very importa.nt and non~ 
party matter. I introducted the motion 
with a _view to throwing some new light on 
the subject, whiCh IS one we are all interested 
in, and I felt that possibly some argument 

IJ1ight be forthcoming· from both sides of the 
House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
motion yesterday put it out. 

l\tlr. H.~RTLEY: A.rc Y<?U g<?ing to bring up 
the questiOn of apprentiCeship on the Finan
cial Statement? 

Mr. ELFHI.:-JS'TOKE: I have something 
e!<,e of importance to talk about. 

:\1r. HARTLEY: That is something new. 

Mr. FLPI-IINSTO.i'\E: The subject we are 
adclressmg our attantion to at this moment 
is the genom! question of the finances of 
tfJe Sta_tc, rtn0 I desire to take advantagu of 
he opportumty to say a few words unde1· 
this headin·;· 

The main que·tion that interests us all at 
this stag·o is the rate at which Queensland 
proposes to spend loan monevs. That is 
piling up the public debt, which I am quite 
sure gives ground for a certain .amount of 
apprehension in some quarters. I appre
ciate like all othem, that in a young country 
enterpnse, pluck 1 and vision are necessary. 
I quite understand that in conducting the 
affairs of the Stat,,, which is on the eve of 
its development as one might say, ordinary 
business precautions cannot always be fol
lowed-~that one ha;; to take risks and look 
Yery much further ahead than one \\ould do 
in ordinary business undertakings, and that 
you do not always look to balance the le·dgor 
or to make a largo profit on the rnonevs 
which are eo invested. But the question 'is 
how far Qv~oensland can go in the direction 
which she is foliowing to-day, \Yhen all the 
actiYitie" of 'the State's developmental pros
pecb are concentrated in the GoYernment. 
In most countl·ies developmental undertak
ings arc not entirely absorbed by the State. 
Private entcqJrisG takes a large hand in it, 
and Governments, .as a rule, in other parts 
of the \YDrld look to private enterpri•,e, and 
gladly welcome it to develop the resources 
of the State, and confine their att<•ntion 
largely to goyernn1cnt. :Here, ho\vevcr, the 
Government at l)J'e,ent in charge Df affairs 
ahno~t rnaintain a n1onopoly of the State's 
dm·elopmcntal work, and therefore the ques
tion one has to ask is as to how far we can 
go ou in this 1nanner, C'Dnfining and restrict
ing the development of the State to the 
Go,·crnmcnt, and at the same time keeping 
our finances on an even keel. One has on 
occasions like this to risk reiteration h. 
referring to figures and contentions \vhich 
nro frequently adYa.nced in Parlian1ent; 
but on this occasion I cannot neglect 
making reference to the public debt, >~hich 
to-day amonnts, according to the financial 
1ables inst issued. to over £87.000,000. I 
l1rgue that that is not too big for a State 
I i1:e Queensland, but it is too big for the 
population at prnent in Queensland. ·with 
tl1e notentialities and the enor1nous areas we 
have here, a public debt of £87.000,000 
Rprcad out on a square mile basis is nothing; 
but, when you consi·der the handful of people 
oyer whom that public debt is ':pread, then 
it a~::urnos a vcr:y murb more serious aspect. 
The interest on the public debt for the cur
rent year, according to the Treasurer's esti
mrrte. is £3.700,000. He proposes to spend 
fron1 loan JTIOTI0YS during- the current vcar a 
further £5.000,000. \':hich, liS he points out, 
is. a very substantial sum. 

That is going to entail a further addit;on 
to our public dobt interest of over a quart·,~ 
of a million of money. The interest on "-'"' 

JJ1r. Elphinstone.] 
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le :lll', which arc to bo converted vvithin th0 

llCXt eighteen n1onths or n1ure will involve 
ar:othor £300,000, so that those two ite~ns 
alone add over half a 1nilliou of nwncv tu 
our alrl•ady stupendous inh~rest bill, a l~ug' 
auwuut of which, as I shall shm\ shortly, 
falls on the shoulders of the taxpa;:.~er. \Ye 
know that according to the ".ay in wl1icll 
OUl' bon·owed n1oney is u~Pd so it is n1crc 
or less productive; and to those vvho study 
the iinuncial tables tho ono :out· tanding· 
fpature is that the large arnonnt of tnoncy 
which forms tho public debt is unproductiv ~ 
ir! the han:h of tho prcsout Go•-crmucnt. 
Tl1e intere't on our public debt laot ,:ear 
amounted to £3,589,000. Of that amount r:o 
less than £2,131,000 was chargeable to Con
solidated Revenue. That is a v-ery largo per
centagf', and clearly shows that a. tren1endous 
aHwunt of our public debt is invested in 
chaunels which are not productive, thereby 
im1Josing a serious burden upon the tax
payers of tho State, and thus leuding forc•c 
to 1ny que'jtion-Ho'v long can we continue 
this great expenditure of money, all con
centrc..Lted in tho G-oyernment activities, when_ 
so largo a percentage of the intere,t fallo 
on the ~boulders of the taxpayer? In 1915, 
before this Gov-ernment assumed office, the 
interest chargeable to Consolidated Revenue 
was only £267,000. 

The TREASURER : You arc taking the most 
fav-ourabl0 year. 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STOXE: No. I am taking 
the last year of the Liberal .~dministration. 

The THEASUREH: Take the average. 

Mr. ELl'Hll\iSTONE: I shall take the 
an·rage with pleasure. At a later stage~I 
hav-e not tho figures in my hand at tlw 
moment~I shall show that the amount ol 
interest which wac, chargeable to rev-enue m 
the eight years undor the regime of th0 
pl'CYious Govcrnrnent was infinitcsi1nal \Vhl'll 

cornparod with tho largo percentage charge
able to Tevonuo duri11g tho rogin1e of this 
Government. ~-\s a 1nattcr ot fact, sin:;o 
the Labour Govorurnont assurned po,vcr in 
Queensland the amount of intere"t which 
has been chargeable to Consolidated Rev-enue 
lms been uo le's than £13.544,000. That is 
a ver,\- huge sum. So I conw back to 1ny 
question once rnore-llow long can we cou
tinue on tho course of charging tu the tax
payer this dciicit of interest which is 
>tssuming the large proport.ions 1 havo 
pointed out? \Ye have during the life of 
this Government stressed tlH" cnorn1ous inllJOr
ionce of curbing public exventliture, a,nd it is 
well to point out that sincD 1915 it ha' 
increased by 75 per cont., whereas tht.) 
population of Queensland during the same 
period has incroaqo~ by only 18 per cent. 
lion. nwn~bcr!' oppos1tc 1nu:-t agree that that 
sort of th1ng cannot go on indefinitdy, anJ 
that we canrwt continue piling up our expen
diture at that huge rate whilst the popula
tion of Queensland increase.:; at so :3lo,v a 
r:lt<'. The payment of the intercct bill 
falls, as \\TO kno\v, upon a fcm.- thou~and 
taxpayers, and the1~oforo the figures v.:e ha-;-0 
before us and the Financial Statement itself 
give us a groat opportunity of concenlratlng 
our minds upon a rnost i1nportant que~tio1~, 
becau~e--as the rrre:a.surcr pointed out in lus 
wiser and younger day>3---according to ~lE• 
'vav in whirh a Government conduct theu 
fin~nccs so at·o they worthy of eupport ot· 
othervi.riso. Of course, a:s the Treasurer get3 
older, he see1ns to vary his vie-wpoint, 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

largei_y, no donbt, according to cireurn;:;tan~:?-s 
and accordiug to the conditious of his pa~·~y 
To-day he does not stress that argument, be:'. 
nutintains tha.t the huge inerease in Pxpen
dil.nre and largo taxation all point to~ 
Govprnmcnt activity, which he louk, upod 
a, a healthy sign. So it would be if at 
the sanJc ti1ne wu \Vere not in1posing :t 
burden upon the taxpayers, which I think 
ihc ·Treasurer is be;sinning io realise 110\\
ra.nnot go on. Relief 1nust be giycn, becaa~ r~ 
the hon. gentleman knows that the heavy 
taxation is beginning to sho\,- it:;cl£ in no 
unrnistakable fonn in our industries, which 
are stagnatiug to-day. Another item of 
interest that one gathers from the Financial 
St>ttcmcnt is that the estimated loan expcn 
dituro last year vq·., £4,927,000, whereas be 
actual expenditure in that direction \\"a,~ 
only £3,701,000, or a decrease in the actual 
CXLlClH!itut·o of loan mouc:: of £1,228,000. 
Yet, in spite of that, the interest bill 1s 
£7,603 iu excess of the estimated interest 
bill. IIow comes that about? \V e have 
inve .. ted nearly £1,250,000 less than was 
f"stirnated last .)'Car; yet the interest bill B 

£7,683 greater than the Treasurer Htimatc•d 
would be the amount of interest, on the 
aoosumption that the loan m:penditurc V>OUld 
amount to nearly £5,000,000. 

The TRE.\SURER: The exnlanation is that 
more 1nonev '\a~ borrowed f:han 1.-vas actuallY 
e>cpemded; "but we get the credit from tl1e 
inve"trnent of the balance. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO.:\E: Is it: not fair to 
U'Sume that the- ec.tim<tted amuunt of interest 
during that pe,·iod would be less if the actual 
a1nouut expended was less than tl11.~ csti1natcd 
cnnount? 

Th~ TREASLI!ER: If the full amount is not 
expeuded, tho cash balamo would be swollen, 
but we get credit on the other side for the 
unexpended balance. 

J\Tr. ELPIIINSTO.:\E : There is a diffor
er:co of £1,228,000 between the estimated and 
actual amount of loan expenditure, but still 
there is the het that the interest bill remains 
at the same figure. 

The TRrASTJRER: If the expenditure had 
amounted to tho full estimated amount, we 
would ha v-c only had a small cash balance 
at the end of the yea,·. The interest would 
not be any greater. 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STONE: What would be the 
r)osition assun1ing that ;.-on had :;pent loan 
llloney to tho tunc of 'Yhat was estim<1ted at 
tile begiuning of the year? 1 take it that, 
if that had come about. the actual interest 
bill would have been v-ery much in excPss of 
what was estimated. 

The TRE.bURER: No; there would be ]c., 
monev to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Accot;nt. 

Mr. ELPHI:\STONE : Does the hon. gen
tleman •"'Y that the interest bill would not be 
affected? 

The TREASURER: \Vo have· h> pay intNcst 
en tho 1noncy as we raise it, and not as w~ 
spend it. 

Mr. ELPHI'\STONE: I do not folio v the 
hon. gcntlernan's a.rgun1ent at alL 

Mr. HARTLF:Y: Of course, ;vou do not fdlow 
the a.rgtunent. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Of course th<l hon. 
member for Fitzroy is a financial export and 
understands all about it, but if he ha' no 
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mr,re knowledge of finance than ho showed 
it< connection with tho recent Liqnor Dill, 
tnon I Jo not attach rnuc.h importance to his 
opinion. (Laughter.) 

'l'ho intero>t bill, which is assuming stupen
dous propor,ions, was in 1915 £1.976.000, and 
in 1923 it had increl)-sod to £3,589,0LO, or an 
i_pcrea:-;e nf no Ios"' than 86 per cent_ There 
was that increase in 1hc short period of eight 
y, ars. There again I think 0110 sUes indica
tions of a sw to of affairs that requires very 
careful con~ideration 

'l'hll TREASl:RER: 'l;hat is one of the difficul
ties that the Gov0rnment have to aitcnd to, 
and whiCh we arc nmking due allowance for. 

Mr. ELl'HINSTONE: It is undoubtedlv 
a difficulty which the Government have t;, 
ccntend vvith, and which would not b0 so 
difficult if the Government entrusted somn of 
tbeir activities or scme of their enterprises 
tn the "boulders of private enterprise and 
allowed them to cany the rosponsihility. 

The 'l'REASCRER: Surely the hon. gentleman 
does not SU[!"gost th>tt the building of main 
roads and ra.ilwavs should be entrusted to 
rrivato enterprise? 

::Vlr. ELPHINSTONE: J\"o; but those items 
alone do not a!Iect ihe loan expenditure from 
year to year. The Govern1nent arc undoub
t(~dly assurning too large responsibllities, 
·whif'h, 1n Iny judgn1ent, arc affPcting the 
State w mch an extent that f,hov are 
becoming tup-hcavy in their mampulation. 

Lot me now deal v.·ith the question of taxa
tion. That naturally follows upon this 
iacrease in the public debt. In 1915 the 
arnount of revenue gained by taxation during 
that last ye ,,r of the Liberal rcgirno vvas only 
£954.000, whereas in 1923 it had arnounkd to 
£3,330,000, and in fact the Labour Gm·orn
l1JL'llt durir1g their eight -,-l~ars of existpnce 
have gained by way of taxation £21,310,000, 
or an average of £2.663,000 ner annum. 
'l,hose figures arc YCf} irnportani.. 

Those who pay the taxation know the 
effect that it is having on industry and 
developmental ''ark, and they appreciate 
that this sort of thillg cannot go on. vVe 
have argued frequent!:, from this side of the 
House 1 bat money 1 a ken from production 
in the nlallner ln which it is being taken 
prcvNHs thn dove]opnlont of anv business, 
or onterpri~e in business, which vvill, in the 
ordinar .~ cou~·se of events, provide an easy 
means of curmg unemployment. So long as 
these excess profits are taken from the tax
I'"! er and h<J is not allowed the opportunity 
of developing- his business with that profit, it 
will remain rnore or l0ss stagnant. Then, on 
the oth£'1' hand, those who might otherwise 
be attracted to this State are driven from it 
by roa~on of that high taxation. In the 
CollJrnonY, ealth we have six States, all of 
Y. hi eh arP vying one with anotlH~r \vith a 
, ;p \. to r1ttra(~ting towards their shores men 
with nlotw:v. corr1paniC''S, syndjcatcs 'vho look 
to now fields to start new enterprises. If 
the representatives of those bodies come to a 
coul'try like th,, Commonwealth of Australia, 
the>· natural!:. set abont examining the con
ciitions app0rtaining to those six Stntes to 
see whore tlHY. can Pxpcct the greatest profit 
from production. That is onlY a reasonable 
and natnral instinct hioh pormeatc,s any 
incli ,·idual. If they come to Queensland and 
SPC that a l ~rgc JlCI'CPlltagc of their profit 
is goin,r to IJe lakPn from them in tho wav 
of taxation without a compensating adva,'.
tago, they take the line of least resistance, 
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and go to that State which ofiers better 
lnducemcnt by vvay of lc(;s taxatic.n. I saw 
in ono .American n1agazine publish0d recently 
an af'tua] ::tdvcrtlsmneut of olle of the States 
of that country sho1.\·ing thl' advanta.gcs h-hich 
~"'·oul.d acenJ' to the individual if he invesh'd 
rnoncy in that State_ Ouo of the big urgn~ 
n,cnts used was that in u Sb110 which 
· nconrnged investors the proilt of industry 
rcrnainetl in t.ho hand.~ of the invc~1:or, 
whC'reas. if that ITICHW'>"' \\as inYosted in a. 
State where taxation v\'as higher, the State 
vmnld b£·neGt and not the inYestor. Those 
·who set thornselYes i,o inqnin! ;\vh~T our 
secondary industries a re ~tagnant '.vill dis
cc.vor that people with money to invest 
will not come here while t1lcro ::11'8 n1ore 
aUractivo ficlde of inyc trnont in Anstr:1lia, 
whore the profits of indus1ry do not revert 
to the State by taxation but will rcmaiu. 
\\·ith the individual vyho provides the money. 
In QuC'onsland the Stale is becoming 
absorbed in the responsibility of too many 
activities, and it is almost becoming top· 
heavy. If we are to go on as we havo been 
doing, taking under the wing of the State 
all the activities we have seen signs of 
recently, the State will become an unwieldy 
machine. 'l'ho Government, no matter what 
Govcrnn10nt aro in po\vcr, \V ill then hn ve to 
l'ely on the permanent officers associated with 
various activities of the dcpa.rtments to such 
an extent that they will no-t; be abl,; to give 
1he ,~urH.>rvision that is necessary to affctirs of 
the State. That is becoming more and more 
apparent every day. Iu het, it is coming 
to that stage now when we shall havo to 
comidcr the position verv carefully. The 
taxpayer i,, the goose that lays the golden 
Pgg, and he cannot continue to lay these 
golden t'(\'gs to make up the losses which 
occur in Government activitie,,. It cannot be 
cypoctod that ho can always be expected to 
>mtko up the deficiency in interest to which 
I have already alluded. 

The :3!atc,'s activities lately have mani
f,•sted themselves in the dire~tion of land 
settlement. \ few ytoars ago we had nothing 
else but St.tto enterprisos-hm' all industries 
were to be concontratccl in the State and 
ltow, as a rcf<ult, an anlbit.ions progr~n1me 

Wfl,s embarked upon. We hear 
[4 p.m.] nothing of that in the>e days. In 

the Premier's policy speech prior 
to the lac,t State elections, that question was 
pa"od over with mme brief reference. vVe 
know quite weil that the deeper the Govern
ment get into J,his State activity pnposition
·':J far as trading enterprise~ are concerned~ 
the loss profitable and the Ios, desirable it 
become.". rrhercforc, the Governn1c,nt leave 
that alonp. and arc no>.v directing thoir 
ctwrgics into another branch of p.:.uduction
prin1ary production. 

I admit this require,; assi ,tance, and that 
the GovernmYt have done something towards 
assisting to improve it to the level it has 
rc·ached to-day. But 11rin1ar:' production 
may ultimately be handicapped instead of 
assisted by Bills before the Hcnse to-day, 
and tlw Govcrrnn('n.t arc aC'ting .in. a. Jnanncr 
which rt:Jav ultim:ttclv end in t11;<.l~tcr. Thcv 
aro taking on too gr8at a responsibility. V 

What is the position with regard to the 
latest activities of the Government in so far 
as primary industr;es are concerned? vVe 
see tha1 provision is being made for many 
thousands of settlers being placed on the 
unoccupied lands of the State. This. wo all 
appreciate, is a desirable thing; but the point 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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is ·what ic going to become of the products 
which these thousands of farmers will natur
ally place on the market. 'vVo have an excel
lent illustration in the soldier settlement 
activities of this State. \Ve placed thousands 
of soldier settlers on the land, and the moneys 
which wefo advanL:ed with a view to bringing 
the sol-diers into the realm of producers have 
been largely lust. It will be a fairly large 
surn-a sum 'vhich will surpri8o rnany oi us 
when we actuall'" come to bal::nce the l<'Jo·or 
after the coldiur" S'ttlemont problem has b~cn 
disposed of. Why is it that these oldior 
settlers have failed to the large extent that 
they ha vc? I am quite prepared to admit 
that manv of them were not suitable for 
primary production purwits, but one of the 
reasons for failur ·. is that the production 
which those settlements have created has r;ot 
been able to find a market. \Ve propose to 
go ahead and put I housands of sc>ttl0rs on 
the land, and we hope and anticipate that 
much greater '·ucc -.,s will be attained than 
has been the case with the soldier settlements. 
But the same rosuh will apply to a largo 
extent to these 1ne:1 unle% we can find ·a 
means of providing a market for thern. 

If the· production i:, in cotton and such liko 
commodities which the world is eagerly 
looking for, and of which there is at present 
a shori age, then, of course, the arc~ument 
does not apply with the same force. But \YO 

surely do not propose to put 10,000 settlers 
all to cotton production in Queensland ! I ask, 
therefore, what i> to become of the produc
tion which lhesc men will place upon tho 
market'! The MlS\\ .'-1' should be that a State 
of this nature should be developed in two 
directions as equally as possible at the r-ame 
time-that is, v;o should develop the primary 
Industries and at the same time develop the 
fecondarv industries. That is not the case. 
S'econdary industry is almost stagna!lt. The 
primary producer sbould be the man helping 
to fec·d and find the raw material for the 
masJes in tho to\vns, to pf'rmit of their manu
facturing those raw rnaterial:; into the artich s 
which we all ne.,d in cvery-da.y life. Instead 
of this,~ we are pcr:-;isting in developing pri
mary industries and aro failing to cnc-~ura_s·e 
secondary industry, which is a very necessary 
part of the development of the country. If 
our industries \VCre developed sin1ultaneonsly, 
as I suggest, then I could see da:.-light_ But 
to-day, except in regard to cotton, I can ~·eo 
that for a trornendous percentage of our 
primary pmduc:ion we shall not be able to 
find a market. To-day one of the greatest 
problerns ft'.ci11g this State and the Con1mon
wealth is to find a profitable outlet for pri
mary products. Both the State and 1hc Com-
1110ll\YCalth Gon_•r:lments have done manv 
things to find mark~ts and as ist in tha't 
direction; but in m".ny caJC"• this has rosulteJ 
in great lmsr ,, which fall back upon lhe tax
payer. who is almost worn out in his efforts 
to balance thtJ exchequer. In my judgment, 
we as legislators muot direct attention to the 
very important que tion of dcvl loping- our 
secondary indusirir-s in a nHtnncr bearing 
some reasonable proportion to our pl'iinary 
development, to which the Government are 
de,-oting so much of their time at this 
moment. In my hwnble opinion, if the State 
werr- allowed to progress in the rnanner that 
most young- countri.cs have progressed-that 
is, without interferc·ncc-we in Queensland 
would be able to look to the future very 
much more optimistically than we now do. 
When I make tlc~se remarks, it is not because 
I am for one moment suggesting that the 
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State is anything else but a prosperous one. 
There arc, naturally, periods IH hich every 
country enjoys mor·2 prosperity than another; 
but, looking ahL•ad, '" is the policy and duty 
of a Go\ onunent to do, it is necessary for us 
to take stock of all tlwse things. I therefore 
argue that, had thi' State been allowed to 
develop it··.df in the manner that other 
British Don1inions La yQ done, we should not 
haYe b"en called upon to direct urgent atten· 
tion to what 1 bPlir•Ye to be a serions slate of 
affairs in Q!1c<'r 'land~that is, that our 
sccondar' indnstrie are not prooTcs~~ino· in 
the way 'they should progress. _\~-I poi~tted 
out, this quQstion oi: taxation has a 1nost 
important aspect. Say what .vou like, without 
the finan<:er of industry, the director of indus
try, the organi:-:ier of industry, \'Vithout the 
capitaL our indu,,tries n1ust rL'rnain more or 
lc~s stagnant. \\·T c v.-ant to encourage to our 
shores from every other pa.rt of the Com
monwealth mon who reC'ognise Queensland 
as being one of the States having the greatest 
assur:dlc~ of a sm .:t osful fnture_ But too 
rnuch taxation is a bad thing. It doe~ not 
at I rart; it rather repels. Too rnany regu
lations are enacted to-dav, \Vhich make it 
almost impossible for the employer to follow 
them intelligently. They drive a man out 
of busine"-:5 and sicken him of that businC'~s, 
instead of encouraging t.hat enthusiasm in 
the deYelopment of his industry which is so 
nece-ssary. It sickt-.ns hin1. and he bPgin.~ t-0 
"omrdct whether, b· reason of the manv 
regulations which ti~ his hands. it is worth 
h1s while to proceed on the line, ho con
templated. 

There is too much Govern1nent interfcrerwo, 
and a man is not allowed lo proceed in the 
nnfcttered ma.nner that he should. Do not 
think for one miuute that I arn :-uggL•sting 
that an employer s.hould treat and -pa·· his 
ernployec-, as he wishrs. I hav(~ al1. a· s 
argued that proH•ction to C'rnploycc.., is c ~Pn
tial, and l am not referring to th·tt: but 
I say that there is too much intedercnc'. I 
a1n 'rE'feJTing to those n1~u:ses of ~·cgubJlons 
which OYer·, crnn1over has to obev :n these 
days and· \Yhic'h 'arc increasing V ;-ts C'Ycry 
session of Parliament pa' "" --

Then, of course, whilst this doctrine of 
sncia]j~:nn permeates onr n1idst, t.hat is one of 
1hoso WlL bh.nkets \Yhich prE'vcnt SPCOJH1ary 
indnscry proceeding on the linn it should do. 
Let the Covcrnment only ca.st otf th;ll doc
trine~and thPro are signs that tht'-, fll't' not 
S() enthusiastic about it as thcv u~ :cl to L"
lot them once and for all adm.it that princte 
Pnt,rpr1se is most. C'~-,f'ntlaJ in the devr-lon
ment of evcr-.T State-w:.hieh overv couni rv 
which ha" n d011h•d sociali~tic tendencieg h~;') 
to a.dmit sooner or Inter. Ji:vpn R.u~si·1, with 
all its groat example that some hon. me .ilbers 
opposi to trv to find comfort in, has come to 
the conclusion that private enterprise and pri
vate capital must be introduced to rescue the 
countrv from ihe 1norass into -which shG has 
fallen.v For 1ny part I do not believe Qu('f'l1~
le_nd will ever get into the position lha.t 
H.ussia was allmvod to get into; but 1 -do 
think we can take a lesson from Rnssin in 
that regard. and instead of procccC!ing 
further in the pursuance of this soeialistic 
drco,m, lot us recognise that pri,·at" ci:ter
prisP and private capital arc an css ·ntial part 
of our dovclopmrnt. Let us recngnisP 1 hat 
this socialistic drt''<m is impossible, that it 
absolutely ignores that one import,1nt element 
of self which we cannot eradicate from the 
huma.n being, and let the world undcrsia nd 
that, no matter whar our tendencie3 in the 
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past have been, \VB have come to recognise 
that socialism is not going to help us in any 
way, and we therefore invite the individual 
tu come in anti assist us in doYeloping onr 
resources here, and enjoy a reasonable per
centage of the profits to which his cntcrprise 
entitles l1im. In my judgment that is a very 
important feawr0, and, inst(·ad of Qnl'f·ns
land being stigmatised throughout the world 
as a country which doe.; not oncouragc pri
vate enterprise, and which does not encourage 
t''"Lpital, and which does not encourage the 
etnployer, we should crca.te the impressio:-1 
tbat 1ve ·want hi1n a:nJ that -,ve encourage him 
to come into our midsL but to obey rea
sonable r<'gulations in regard to Arbitration 
Court awards and &o forth. '\Vhcn we do 
that I am satisfied that we shctll begin to find 
" solution of that, very important problem 
that I ha.ve endeavoured to call attention to. 

J'\ow, State enterprises-which the Gov<'rn
rnent ha vc been engaged in in days gone by 
and which it is just necessary at this st,age 
1o IT1ake reference to-are beginning: as I 
have pointed out, to lose their attraction, and 
I think the leader of th.2 Opposition was on 
solid gro•md when lw advised the Govern
ment to take this question seriously into 
account and find out exactly where we 
~tand in regard to all of these enterprises, 
a.nd, if thos are an increasing burden upon 
the State's resources and are not giving the 
relief such as they in their more ·optimistic 
rr>oments hoped tuey would, then to do the 
businesslike thing and cut them ·:Jut. Thoro 
is nothing· wrong and nothing to }Je a.shamed 
of in acl"1itting that mistakes have been 
made. The man ·.cho i>' the menace is the 
man who makes a n1istake originally and 
rursues it unmiitdful of the effect it is going 
to have on the community. If we.have made 
mistakes in regard to our State enterprises 
-and I think most hon. members opposite 
admit that-then cut out those whic.h arc 
>ucking the life-blood of the community and 
are of no benefit. 

Mr. Dn;sTA~: Cut out co-operative bodies 
also? 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:!':E: Co-operative bodies 
clo not suck the life-blood of the comm1,nity 
as State enterprises do. The difference 
between co-operal.ive bodies and State enter
prises is this: If co-operative bodio' lose 
money, it is tho>e people who ar" >tctiYcly 
associated \Vith those bodies in thl) form or 
suppliers or shareholders who lose; and the 
mere fact that they do lose keeps them up to 
the stand >rd of efficiency that is most de,ir
able. On the other hand, there is no need for 
efficiency in Sta to enterprise, and you cer
tainly ne·, er get efficiency in State enterprise; 
and the moneys which State cnterpri· os lose 
is made up by those taxpayers who are 
<Bngaged in private industry against which 
State enterprises ha.-e been competing. The 
loss in the one case falls on the shoulders of 
those who are directly responsible for co
<>perative effort, whereas in tho ca~e 0f Slat.e 
enterprise the loss falls on the shoulders of 
those who get no benefit, and, far from 
getting a benefit, have to pay taxes to cover 
the losses. There is a verv material ditfer
{'nce between the two. I contend that Stah 
enterprise must always fail bectmsc there ie no 
incentive to mccess-that the iGdividual effort 
is lacking, and a n1anagor who ca.n n1ake a 
success nf any State enterprise under the 
conditions ihat preyail can always clo very 
much better as the manager of an individual 
enterprise of which he has charge. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Why? 

1923--2 Q 

Mr. F.LPHINSTOXE: Because the mana
ger of a private ontPrprise ic; allo•.\Pd to 
give immediate application to his 0\\·:1 ideas 
and to his. o,yn 1nethods in iho conduct of 
that business, whereas in State cnterpri::;o he 
js subiect to control and he cannot exe:rr'isc 
immediately his judgment so freely in regard 
to opportunities \vhich occur fr'mn tiltlt' to 
time, and therefore, I do not can· what 
Goverrunent are in po\·, or, State enterprise 
must fail. 

::VIr. Dc~STAN: What do you mean by snc
CCf·S-public benefit or private profit? 

Mr. ELPI-IINSTOXE: There arc exc:'p
t;ons to dl rules. When ono is dealing with 
public utilities suc.h as the Post and Tclo
I=Taph Department, such as railways, and a 
fo,~- undertakings of that rnagnitudc, where the 
welfare of the 1rhole community is wrap pc i 
up at enormous expense, th0n it has beea 
found desirable that these activities should be 
centred in the State. 

Yir. PAYKE: \Vhat about ch<ap beef? 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:\"E : Cheap beef will 
alwavs be available when conditions are 
normal if private cnkrprise is allowed free
donl of action. The only occasion o~1 which 
WP have been able to provide chea.p bed 
through the activities of the State of Queens
land as when the bc•ef WF.S obtained on con
ditions which were absolutelv unfai t·-whcn 
the producers' bed as taken from thrm at 
a price below the cost of production. A' >YO 
have pointed out Ycry frequently in this 
_[[ous·e, any rr1an can 1nake a succe.,s of enter
prise if he is a.bl9 to commar1deer hio stock 
in trade c,t a cost below market valtw. There 
is no credit in that. Therefore th0 hon. 
fnember Is unfortunate in his reference to 
cheap beef. 

Mr. P.uNE: The meat was taken to feed 
ihe soldiers. , 

Mr. ELPHTNSTONE: If that i, the argn
mcnt which the hon. member adv'lncr's in 
snpport of t)w action of the Goven,ment, why 
was it that his Government did not lake the 
beef for the State butcher shops at th,, sam2 
price at which it was solrl to the I3ritiah Go
vernment to feed the soluiers? Will he 
ansvver that nuestion? The Govcrnrncnt 
charged 4£d. f~r beef to feed the soldiers, 
but they commandeered beef at 3~d. per lb. 
to feed thoir own supporters. 

The TRE·ISURER: You know a lot oi that 
W'lS reject beef. 

lVIr. ELPI-II::'\JSTOKE: A percentage of it 
was, but only an infinitesimal portion. 

rrhe TREASLRER: It \VaS not an infini te-;itnal 
portion. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: If the interjection 
of the hon. gentleman means anythin:,, it 
means that he h&s been feeding his supporters 
on beef that was not fit for the British troops. 

The TREASUllER: Ko. The hon. member is 
slandering Queensland beef when he says 
that. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOJ'\E: The Treasurer so 
frequently use' this word " slandering" that 
he. hardly ever makes a speech without 
usmg Jt. The point is ridiculous. My 
argument is perfectly sound. If thB argu
ment of the hon. gentleman is correct, he 
went to the mcatworks and said, '' Give us 
all your reject beef for i,hose people who are 
our supporters, and we will pay a less price 
for it." 

Mr. Elph'instonr.] 
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The TREASUHER : You are distortint; the 
truth. Does the hon. mrmbor not know that 
cr>rtain nodule bPef is" not a.llowod to be 
exported? 

Mr. ELPI-IIJ'\STONE: I do kno''" that. but 
I know a loo that of that class of b,.,,f a very 
small percentage io sold in the Stare butchee 
shops in Queensland. 

The TnEASCRER: J'\onscns~. 

Mr. ELPHIJ'\STONE: Und<'r any circum
stance~ thP argUIIlCllt holds g-ood, SO tho rrroa
surer and the hon. member for Mitchell must 
fio-ht it out to see which of their argument· 
isM correct. I argue that QuePnsland wanto 
money for development. 

Mr. CoLLDIS: Your speech is a repetition 
of the arguments in Mallock's book dealing 
with private ·enterprise as again~_t socialism. 

l\1r. ELPHI:'\STONE: I am not interested 
in that gentleman's book. I happen to have 
a mind of rnJ own. As a busine<;s rnan, I arn 
able to argue these things out, and if the hor,>. 
member for Bowen would only rely upon hlS 
own intellig-ence instend of, parrot-like. re
peating utLTances which he reads in books, 
he would make more intellectual discourses 
in this House. I have no objection to reading 
books and endeavouring to improve my own 
mind and add to the experience I have gainec1 
in rnv business training; but the hon. membe,· 
for Bowen will persist in trotting out doc
trines which he reads of in treatises by Marx 
and oth0rs, which arc \VOrn out. That is the 
long and ehort of it, just as the State non 
and steel works are worn out. (Opposition 
laught~r.) 

Mr. COLLDTS: You know nothing about it; 
you have never read them. 

Mr. ELPI-IIKSTO:'\IE: The point I want 
to ctress is that Queensland unquestionably 
w·ants n1ore money to develop it, and more 
population to settle here. The Governmem 
appreciate that fact, to give them their due, 
and are pnd:'avouring to master the difficul
ties surrounding those two problems; but I 
contend that the task would be very much 
easi0r of accomplishment and very much more 
rtuickly accomplished, if they w0·ro to invite,. 
in more ways than one the private individual 
to come in and assist them. This may sound. 
to the hon. member for Bowen and others 
like constant repetition, but we know the old 
a,dage " Dripping water ultimately makes a 
hole.'' and. therefore, we are endeavouring 
by continuallv reiterating the doctrine of 
individualism, to convert those hon. members 
step by step to whnt we believe to be the 
only method bv which the problems of Que'llS
land can be ta.ckled. Therefore. we are 
pleased to note this session signs and portents 
"-hich show that the Government ar realising 
manY of the arguments which we have 
a·dvancl'd during- the many S<'Ssions which 
have intervened while they have occupied the 
Govcrnrncnt benches; and V\ e derive smno 
satisfaction from seeing those doctrines 
adopted because it moans the prosperity >f 
the State. in which \ve all join. 

I would like to deviat"e for a moment to 
the question of wages, which is so frequently 
stressed by hon. members opposite. It is 
always assumed and argued. particularly at 
election time, that we on this side arc mainly 
intm·ested in keeping wages down to a low 
level. I want to impress upon hon. membel'9 
opposite that that i · far from bring the case, 
so far as a business man, at any rate. is con
cerned. vV e do not believe that the interests 
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of Queensland are best served by peopk 
obtaining large incomes and Rpl1 nd1ng th0rn 
outside the State. \Ve bclif've that Que·ens
land's interests are best fostered if that 
money is kept within the State and the profits 
of production arc svread over a rnuch larger 
area. bocau!'PJ as busineE=s nwn, "\VC get the 
advantag-e of that greater spending pow·er 
of money. 

Mr. COLLT~S: It took a long time to convert 
you to that point of view. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOKE: I do not unde,·
stand the hon. member at all. His object, 
of course, is to keep wages down to a common 
level. Our object is to start with a common 
level, but to give those men who show ability 
and application the opportunity of getting a. 
higher rate of wage. That is the point of 
view we have always advanced and still 
rnaintain, and before many sessions are over 
we shall have the hon. member for Bowen 
admitting that this is the case. He has said 
in this House, occasionally, that he represents 
more farmers than hon. members on this side. 
'No admit that he represents quite a number 
of them, and he must know that the farmers 
whom he represents cannot get any satisfac
tion from his argument that all should be 
paid alike. He knows quite well that the 
farmers in the Bowen electorate get paid 
bv results. If the farmer in his electorate 
happens to strike a period when his tomato 
crop fails, he cannot come to the hon. member 
and say, " V\'ill you please give me relief 
and make up that money which I would have 
enjoc'ed had the crop been a success'!" He 
knows he cannot do it. Therefore, his argu
ment doe; not apply to the primary producer. 
nor can it apply with soundness to the wage 
earner. We first of all adv-ocate payment 
b)' rPults. 

The TREASURER: Whv are you always 
against the raising of wages? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I do not know 
\Yhether the Treasurer is getting dull of 
comprehE>nsion, or whether. the responsibility 
of his £25,000,000 conversion is \\ eig-hing so 
heav-ily upon him that he cannot appreciate 
our points and thinks we are against the 
wage~earner. Our interest in the wage-earner 
is '·O great that we want to raise him from 
that state of apathy into which the Govern
ment's activities have driven him. iVo want 
to rid his mind of the obsession that the 
employer is always an enemy. In that regard, 
I wonder if the Treasurer read the speech of 
the Secretary for Public Works in referencB 
to the apprenticeship question recentl:v, and 
I wonder if he has read the correspondence 
which has been passing between that hon. 
~entleman and the Trades Hall in regard to 
this matter, in which the Secretary for Public 
Works clearly sets forth-and he is to be 
commanded for making the statement-that, 
a method of co-operation hae to be estab
lished between employees and employers. 
That has been our doctrine all through th'" 
piece, and that is another step which give; 
us satisfaction. Bnt, becaus·e we advance that 
argument. we arc not against the wage
earner. \Ve want the wage-cnrner to enjoy 
the prof1ts of his production. We arc against 
the wage-earner being tied lock, stock, and 
barrel to a system which keeps him down to 
a common level. We want him to use his 
own judgment instead of letting all his 
thoughts be directed by hon. members oppo
site, and until he is given that opportunitv 
all I can say is that we shall not establish 
that happiness of relationship between the 
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employer and employee to which the Secretary 
for Public \\'orks made reference. In tuat 
conn ction, tlwre is another happy side. I 
receive·d an inYitation to-day from the 
employees of the Ipswich Railway \V orkshops. 
which I was dclighh'd to get. asking me if I 
would go up and add re,, them on the que ,tion 
of profit sharing-which I intend to do
clearly shov-.:ing that anoth r rna"s of our 
GoYernmont einplu.voes arc bcgiHniug to 
realise that their inif'n•sts are not best served 
und. r a syskm which brings them all down 
to a common level. 

Mr. Bur.coCK: It means no mch thing, but 
they are desirous of hearing every side of 
the question. Members on this side have br· n 
asked to speak to them as well as hon. 
members opposite. 

l\lr. ELPHINSTOKE: If the C'ontention 
of the hon. memlwr i•· correct, once the,. hear 
my arguments about profit sharing, I a1n cer
tain they will require no further arguments 
whatever. (Gon•t·nntent laLrghter.) Even trw 
Treasurer, with all his persuasion, will not 
be able to upset my arguments 

Tho 'l'REAScRER: Self-praise is no recom
mendation. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE : If I cannot o-et 
others to praise me, I must praise myself. o 

I wish now to make r2fer<:'nce to a state
ment .which the Secretary for Agriculture 
made m the House a few davs ago in reo-ard 
to the oxpenditnre of a large sum of mZnov 
on the building of maize silos in the _'\.therto;l 
district-£60,000 or £70.000, I think he said. 
I was somewhat surprised when I rNtd the 
answer to the question of the hon. m cm ber for 
Xanango yesterday, from which it was to be 
infurrod by th · .Minister's replv that an agree
ment was being entered into with an mdi
vidual for thP en'ction of these silos on favour
able terms. It would seem to be indicated lw 
the r·epl_y that it is the intention of th.c 
Goyernment to proceed with this large expen· 
d1turo of money Without throwing this hi;; 
work open to tender. 

In my judgm0nt, that is a mo~t serious 
ncatter. The Government lay themselves 
open to serious criticism if thev enter into 
an agreement of this nature, Involving so 

larl'e a sum of monev, without 
[4.30 p.m.] giving private tend.erers the 

. opportunity of quoting in accord· 
ance w1th a properly prepare.d schedule, and 
I do sincerely hope that. they will not make 
the l'reat blunder of proceeding with a work 
of this n1arsnit1tdo upon an arrremnent vvhich 
evidently has been !_lrivatcly ~prepared. and 
which this House has had no opportunity of 
seeing. I do trust that the GovPrnment ·will 
not proceed Dn !hose lines. The,- should 
gi\·o to ('Ver:vone who is prepared to tender 
for this largP undertaking an opportuni(v of 
doing so. 'They have adopted that policv 
eo far as th0 sugar-mill in the Tullv RiYei· 
district is concc~·ned, and I contend thcv 
will be failing in their duty if they proceed 
•,yith this contract without adoptinl' a similar 
course. I hope that before this Parliament 
is many days older we shall ha\'e the oppor
tunitY of perusing the proposed agreement, 
and knowing all about it before the work is 
undertaken. In times like the precent, when 
we arc rontinually strc·ssing the importance 
of saving PVer.v pDund. it is a dangerous 
doctrine and an unhappy and unfortunate 
policy for the Government to proceed to 
erect structures of this nature, entailing 

so large an expenditure of public money 1 

without taking the ordinary business precau
tion of inviting tenders for tho work 

:\Tow I want briefly to refer to the question 
of apprenticeship, which I had hoped to 
have the opportunity of dealing with on a 
private n1mnher's afternoon. 

A GovERX1IEXT MEMBER: You slipped. 

Yir. ELPHI:\TSTONE: I did not dip. I 
'' ould yery much have lik<•d the opportunity, 
and I would have preferred to be able 
to speak on this subject with my note' 
before me, which is not the case just 
now. ::\cvertlwlcss, with a general know
ledge of the subject, it seems to me that 
it would not be amiss to devote a few 
moments to a discm·ion of the question. In 
a nutshell. this nrobh~rn-" hi eh is not 
peculiar to Qucensla~d. but which is prc-.scnt 
in every State in the Cm:nmonwcalth, and 
illdced in rrto"t rouutries in the v;orld, resolve'~ 
itself into a question of whether the private 
C'mploycr, or employ,ers generally, an' better 
able to e-ducate and train apprentices than 
the State through its technical colleg·es. The 
line Df argument I intended to adopt in my 
remarks lav in the direction of so de,··,k•p· 
ing om technical coll0ges that the training 
of our hovs in the direction of becoming quali
fied tradesmen conld be confidentlY en.trusted 
there to properly trained experts, ~Yh1)SC busi
ness it wonld be to see that tlwv were turned 
out ~ucccssfnl tradcsrnen in f'VPJ',v rt':-;pc:>ct. 
._\s an employer. or as one in whose 
l;usiness apprentices play a part; I 1nust 
admit that thoro are occasions \Yhcn the 
apprentice does not get that opportunity 
which should be given to him of developing 
his intellect and gaining· that knowle>dge 
which is neccs:;:arv to rnake hin1 expert. 
There aro some foremen who can impart 
information to others. On the other hand, 
th<>re are some who, although well-qualified 
tradesn1cn. cannot impart that information, 
no matter how good their intentions ma.v be. 
There are some cmplover:-:. too. v;ho look 
upon apprentices pure!; from the point of 
view of £ s. d.. and who do not mten,,t 
them~0,IYcs much in their welfare or see that 
thev a!<' pnshe<l ahead in their knowl<•dgc of 
the;r trade. MoreoYcr. there arc certain 
workshops where i he environment for the 
apprentice is not of the best, and wlwre he 
cannot be exnected to gain that intimate 
knowledge of his trade which should follow. 
I argue that. if technical colleges. were 
entrusted with this work, and If Wf' 

emplDycd experts to impa,rt the. ne_cessn.r.v 
kno\vlPdge. pay1ng thetn saHtrH'S 111 J...eep1ng 
with the responsibilities which we imposed 
upon th0m. \VC ·would get vcr~· much great.or 
re:,ul fs. V\T e h<' YC f'auso for f'n<'ouragement 
in that r0p:ard in our exywriP-n<'C with 
rflturned sDidier~ whom we trained to Pquip 
them for taking a useful part in the activities 
of the State. ' Hon. members are probably 
aware th:ci returned soldiers who spent only 
six months under technical college trainers 
wero accPptcd as 40 per cont. efficient-that IS 
to sav emplovers were prepared to attach to 
such· ;:,.,en a ·value for 40 per cent. of efli
ciencv. That is a result which supports to 
a verv lar(J'e extent mv argument-that If 
our y'Oung ~n1en are taken in !land at. the 
rirrht time, and trainc·d in the right environ· 
m~nt. and have the opportunitY of usmu: and 
understanding the most modern machmery 
under the most efficient experts whose ser· 
vices we can command, they will become r>ffi
ci~nt tradesmen in a much shorter time than 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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if they are apprenticed m the ordinary 
course of events. 

2\lr. DU};S'r.\:\': vVould you give them pay 
ln keeping with their rnerits? 

Mr. ELPIIIJ'\STO='fE: I would give them 
pay in keeping \Yith their age at the tin1e 
when they were turrH•d into the industry. If 
the hon. member will onlv concede to me 
the logical conc]ur,~ion of tllC' ar~un1ent ~up;
gostcd by his in!o"joctinn, I will willinglv 
pay them in keeping "·ith their merits. If 
he hold' that they should he paid according 
to efficiency, he mu•t al o admit that th·.· 
fully qualified tradcsm:m should be paid 
af'eorcling to cfliciencv aL.::.o. 

Mr. DuXS1'AX: So he is. 
::1-Ir. ELPlii='fSTOJ'\E: Ho is not paid 

according to Pfficic11cy. All bricklayers are 
paid alikl~. All carpL'ntcrs arc llaid alike. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: :-Jo; we only fn: a mini
niun1 wage. 

Mr. ELPHIJ'\STO:\'E: That old argument 
cannot inlprc~s us. bPcau:-c we kno,,c ft·orn 
experience that immediately that mnmnum 
i~ exceeded the fact is w:;cd a an argurnent 
to raise the rninin1nrn to vrhatever fip;Lu·c the 
en1ployer rna::;: haYo paid, and tllPrcfore, 
although many employers may be inclined to 
adopt the poliry of rE'garding it as a rnini
mum only, the effect is that all employees 
nf that particular class arc raised to the 
higher rate by Arbitration Court a\Yards. I 
contend that, if you train a dozen apJHT'l· 
tices in a given trade. and put them out to 
employers as sufficiently skilled to co•nmand 
the wages of adults, they should be paid 
according to their efficiency. That should 
be the encouragement v:hich should be held 
out to those young rncn in their days of 
learning. But that is not permissible under 
{!xisting cor~ditions. 

Mr. V'v'. CooPER: Tlw employer would not 
take them on on that basis. 

l\Ir. I~Ll'H I:'\STO~E : That is not a fact. 
Ernp1oyers are only too anxious in these 
days to encourage a systc1n \Yhcrcby they 
may pay according to efficiency. I could 
haYe put man:;~ other arguments in support 
of nry contention on this aprcnticeB]lip ques
tion had rnv notes been before me and had 
time permitted, but I content myself with 
~aying that rnan,v advantagPs would accrue 
if tho State undertook the training· of these 
apprt~ntices in the existing technical col
leges. VI C' ha vc 1D a large extent all the 
necef'sar~ n1achinery. 

M1·. ])ux·'·TAN: Private enterprise could 
not do that. 

1\Ir. ELPJ:U:'\STO.:\'E: I qnito agree that 
in these clays private cnteqH'ise is BO ml!ch 
engaged in uu1king end::; rncC't and pa~nng 
the taxction \Yhich is exacted from it that 
it cannot afford the time. 

J\1r. Dc:NSTAX: It was just the same m the 
ot.d days. 

Mr. ELP HI:;\;ST02\IE: The " good old 
cla vs " once more ! I hope tho hon. n1cn1ber 
\viil adn1it that, just as his party arf' tr:ving 
to loa ye their '' good old dav," behind 
them, when they believed in State enter
prises and all these other absurdities, so the 
members of th1s party <ere entitled to pro
O'rcss and changn their vie\\ s as time go eft on. 
1;ve have a]wa:n argu~d that w•· do not stand 
for the "good old days," when low wag·cs 
and long hours prevailocl, and during my 
remarks I have endeavoured to show why 
that is ·'O. One other reason in support of 
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my contention that the technical colleg·es 
should undertake the training of these lads 
is that, in most case; they have at their dis
posal all the necessary machinery which, as 
a rule. is ,,sed on!~· at night and not during 
the da\ time. Further than 'that, I do con
tPnd th~tt it is unfair to expert an appren
tice who has been giving faithfully of his 
1 imc to his ernployer during eight hours of 
!he da;~· to apply three or four hours of the 
ni~·ht to work at a technical ('Ollegc, whieh, 
if -done in the day time, would perhaps be 
fo!lmYed by better results. 

The hell indicated that the hon. member's 
tirne had expired. 

Mr. V\'ARRE:-J (J!urrumba): There has 
bl'Pn a good de.'l.l of discuscion about the 
expcndil uro o[ loan money and rts rffect 
on the StatP. I \YOuld like to deal with the 
eoudi! ions that face Queensland far more 
seJ'iou,Jv tha,ll any other misadventure that 
l1as ot'-~lll'rPd. I refer to the drought, which 
is at the pnseut time bl·ceding the primary 
nror\U<TI's of this Statt'. Thos0 droughts have 
a Y!'I'V great iufluence in COll11CCtion with pro
C!ll'ill~ new loan n1oncv and in connection 
",ith 7-onversie>n loath 'I have been through 
Utf' dronght-:;;tricken di~tricts two o1· three 
limes during tho last low \\'ceks. I have 
bt'c~n thro·1gh big droughts in No-vv South 
\\' cks and hirly bi,- dmnghts in Queemland, 
~~nd I atn of thn opinion that Queen_Jand 'vas 
ncvt'l' in a DlOl'e scrions position than she is 
i<r to-dav. I know Quoenolancl's potontiali
i i('S and' its ti,bilit:v to recover, but, vvhen we 
sc•e hundreds and hundreds of landholders 
lo,ing thc·ir sl,wk. we nm't rcft!ise how hope
lt;'-;0; thing-s n I'C and 1Yl1at a disaster has 
lH fallen the StatF and the individual. This 
;, oue 0f tlw bigg~st problems which the 
GovcnlDJPnt have to face. Some people 
think th1..:: drought onl,v exists on the 
1\orth()rn Dowus. but it affects an enormous 
Stl'ctch of ('OUntr'. rrhc Uoverrnnent have 
gi \~I'll a certair, a'nlonnt of relief. I do not 
com(} hen~ ~ts a carping critic ro criticise 
\dJJt 1hcv havG done. bPcame I believe that 
thPy hav~: gc1minely ·attempted to mete out 
some l'l li{'£. But I do not con:;:ider that in 
('Yt·r·c Ul'"-C rPlinf has bcPn h8_ndcd out fairly, 
and I do 11nt say that the :3~,Tstf'm cannot be 
in1pro\·0r1 ut •on. If the position is :not 
rclie\·ed. then an enormous amount of land 
in Qnr·<~l<'land ':;ill go back to the Agricul· 
tural Bank or other financial institutions. 

The s~:CRETARY IOR ACRICCLTC:RE: Ynu are 
a Jeremiah. 

l\Ir. WARBE"': It might be >aid that I 
am r Jrremiah b0cau~P. I a1n rlra1ving atten
tion to these matters. bnt. if the hon. gPntlo
!llan onl, ~a\' the tremendous difficulties 
that tho r:'l"n. \Yornen. anJ BV('!l children h'l.VP
!o contend Y ith ham eo.r to year. he would 
realise the hard conditions that sonw of our 
fpllo" prodllccrs have to contend with. and 
he y, ou1d urge that a more elaborate scheme 
of a"istnnce to help keep the 'tack alive 
sl1ould be broug·ht into existence. From 
Toowoom ha. '\~Psti,Tn rd ,-ou en n see dying 
stock h'1. ttr-rcd. 0ver thonsa.nds of square 
n1iles of ccnrnt.r,v. In .-.on-1(:- casc.:c you can 
,.;('r almost dozens in different heaps. 
Throm;h want of nourishment the cattle 
have become >'O poor and weak that. when 
they lio down at night, they are too stiff to 
be able to stftnd up again noxt morning. 
These unfortunat~ beagts owned by these 
unfortunate people can be seen doad in every 
direction. 

Mr. CoLLTKS: What do you suggest? 



Supply. [23 AUGUST.] Supply. 613 

Mr. WARREN: I will make my ougges
tion directly, and I shall not a"k for any 
suggec,tions from the hon. member, because 
he is not fertile enough to give me any. I 
arr1 not here ftS a carping critic tu criticise 
the action of the Department of AgriculturP. 
but I wish to draw the attention of the 
Government to their responsibilities. We 
heard during the last few days that some 
people were getting relief who were not 
deserving of it. Anyone who asks for relief 
and does not require it is a criminal, and 
he should bo treated as such. But because 
there are some people who are improper 
enough to accept relief when they do not 
rertuire it, is that any reason ·why hundreds 
and hundreds of people who are genuinely 
in need of the relief .-hould be debarred from 
receiving it? I have seen soldiers fighting, 
but I have never seen braver deeds com
mitted thrm are being committed month 
~tfJer month by these people in their hope
less struggle in the West. I have never seen 
a braver people than those men and women 
out there. I consider that they are abso
lutely the brn.n·st ancl toughest people that 
God over mflde, and I want to draw the 
attention of the Government and the people 
of Que('nsland to this struggling class of 
people, who are the most deserving and the 
best and fim•t people that Queensland or 
any other f'Ountry has ever seen. 

Mr .. DcxsTAX: I _notice that you do not go 
to pnvate enterpnse for assistance. 

Mr. \VARREK: That is an interjection 
Inndo in a _carping spuit. (Government 
laughter ) \Vo see the mighty dforts that 
arc bemg _rr•Hle b~· hundreds of priYate 
cnLerpnses lll the \\est. If those industries 
1. ere carried 011 as State enterprises, do you 
thmk that ths State 1Yould be able to main
tain the struggle so long against such odds? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERo: Xo. 

::\1r. \VAHRE:'\: If the State was running 
those farms, and hon. members opposite who 
call rhcrnselycs socia.li81S were runuing 
Queensland lo their own liking and were 
employed as servant:J of the State around 
Chinchilla e.nd the :"iorthern Downs they 
would. want £4 10s .. a week under tl;e pre
sent Circumstances, mstcad of nothing at all 
or the paltrJ: bit of relief that is being at 
present recmned by the present holders. 
Tho !>on. m:mber for Gympie does not under
stfl~lCI the c>rcumstances of these peoplP. and 
It >s a great rnty that he does not go out 
there and lmve a look. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: You do not understand 
your own position. You want more State 
sociali~tic assistance. 

:Vlr. \\ AHRE"l: If the hon. gentleman 
v·ould only go out al!d see these poor, 
ul!fortunate "trugghng people putting up 
such a great right against want and priva
tion in the ocnduct of their farms. he would 
urge his Government to do something prac
tical. The people will have to go off the 
land if they do not. receive greater assist
ance. But where will they go to? They 
are not able to go to any work, because 
there is no work available. If in the Chin
chilla district a hundreci farmers were 
assisted and, when the season breaks, they 
are able to produce butter-which is their 
main product-to the extend of £200 each 
per. annun1. during ~he con1ing years, what 
a mce sum that would be for that district ! 
It wonld save that district. If they are 
forced off the land, nothing but disaster will 

follow. I ""m only alluding to one small. 
portion of the State. The amount of money 
which the Government expend in saving the 
stock and relieving the drought-stricken 
people is money well invested and is going 
to stand to the State. The reason why the 
finances of this State are in a deplorable 
position is beco.use the mone;; has been badly 
invested. It is not because we have been 
borrowing-. The farmer can borrow money 
and pay 10 per cent. interest and carry on 
on his land so long as the soil is o[ good 
quality. 

The Government could borrow that money 
at 5 or 6 per cent., and, if invested judici
ously, it would be a direct benefit to the 
country. Unfortunately, the investments of 
the Government in State enterprises have 
been ·almost unive"sally bad. Here is an 
instance where an inve-..tment, as I suggest, 
would be productive, and I want to wake 
the Government up to the necessity of doing 
something in this direction. Fodder must be 
procured as quickly as po~-sible and dis
tributed among· the stockowners in need of it 
as liberally as it is pos·,ible to -do so. Fodder 
at the present time 1s coming to Toowoomba 
from New South \V ales through Brisbane. 
The Government 1vould be acting wisely ii 
they e3tablished a fodder depot at Too
woomba, as by diverting it from Brisbane 
thev would enable the stockowner to seoure 
it "more economically and quickly. After 
speaking- to the farmers around that district, 
I feel more like thanking the Government for 
what they have alrea·dy done than otherwise; 
but I do not see why they should not do 
something bettt•r. \V e all know perfectly 
well that this is a most extraordinary drought. 
Never before in 1 he history of Queensland 
has it happened that so much of the country 
has been devastate-d by drought. If the 
record'· of rainfall \Yere consulted, it would 
be discovered that in no period has there 
been such a lack of moisture as in the last 
two years. But the position lS not hopeh:ss, 
although the people have been so badly hit. 
It is an encouraginp; hope to th~rn to think 
tbat the drought may break at any time; 
but, if a cold snap followed rain, I am quite 
sure that not 70 per cent. of the herds, that 
have been re-duced to 30 per cent. of their 
original numbers, v..rould :;;urvive unless they 
receive son1e nourishu1ent by \vay of arbficial 
feeding. There are hon. mernbt•rs in this 
Chamber who can bear me out in this state
ment. I quite admit that a lot of our trouble 
arises from the over-capitalisation of our 
land. \V e must all admit that anv relief 
that is affordL'd \Yill be a charge aga-~nst the 
settler. \Ye do not expect, and neither do 
the people, that they will receive this relief 
for nothing. Although over-capitalisation of 
the land is the primary trouble in a great 
many instances, it IS not so in the case of the 
Northern Downs. 'l'he extra debt. therefore, 
that will be placed or. the farmer would not 
be a back-breaking one. I am sorry the 
Secretary for Agriclllture is not in the Cham
ber, as I wish to ·draw his at tent ion to the 
fact that it is very advisable for the Govern
ment at once to invest a few thousand pounds 
in the purchase of stock. and, when rain falls, 
offer opportunity to the people in these 
drought-stricken areas to purchase stock so· 
that they may become producer.o again. This 
is not a matter which benefits the individual 
farmer alone, but one which benefHs the 
State and the worker. 

Mr. COLLINS : Quite a socialistic speech. 

Mr. Warren,] 
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Mr. WARREN: I hope I shall never .be
come a socialist lil«' the hon. member for 
Bowon. The position on the coast is that 
the country is over-stocked and cattle are 
cheap. In" fact, they a re not a saleable com
modity. The ordinary common, garden 
variety of cow is worth very little. If a 
number of these cows were now purchased 
and kept until tho drought breaks in the 
\V est. they would do reasonably well on the 
c.ountry out in the \V est, which is much 
sweeter than the ·oastal country. It would 
therefore be a good proposition and money 
well spent, besides showing foresight on the 
part of the Gon~rnment. \V e do not think 
for a moment that any actiYe Government, 
whether good or bad, is going to make or 
{)Ompletely mar our Staie; but we do say
and I wish to emphasise this-that the finan
dal transactions of anv Government have an 
immediate good or bad effect on the people 
of the S'tate. It has been pointed out on 
many occasions in this Chamber that much 
of the work done-take soldier settlements for 
instance-has been executed at a very high 
<east. 'Ne are coming· to the conclusion, and 
I think the Government are also, dwt a lot 
of this work is a bsoluteh useless. Had 
this work been done on land of some value, 
it would have been money "ell invested and 
returned good interest on the outlay. 

l\fr. COLLINS: The hon. member for Oxley 
told us this afternoon that they could not 
sell their products 

Mr. DuNSTAN: That we are growing too 
much. 

Mr. W ARRE:\i: The hon. member for 
Oxloy was thinking of fruit and also of beef. 
Unfortunately, at the present time the beef 
market is at a very low ebb, while the fruit 
industry is suffering from over-production. 
To realise that fact, one has onlv to look at 
the thousands of acres in Victoria and Now 
South \Vales which have been put under 
orange~ and at the vast increased production 
of fruit in Queensland, while at the same 
time the population has only been increasing 
very slowly. Thoro are many people on the 
North Coast who arc suffering as severely 
from low prices as the people are suffering 
in the West from drought. Their trouble 
is certainly not as bad as ·drought; but it is 
pitiable to realise tbat men are producing 
valuable products c;nd receiving no return 
for thorn. Bananas are the onlv attractive 
production in fruit. That is becai1se so much 
of our banana land has gone out of cultiva
tion because of " bunchy top,·' 

Mr. Dl'NSTAN: It is not so in Queensland. 
At 5 p.m., 
::\1r. F. A. COOPER (lJrem.cr), one of ':hA 

panel of Ten1porary Chainneu, rPlievcd tht! 
Cbairn1an in the chair. 

Mr. WARREN: Unfortunately it is very 
much affected; one o£ the biggeqt banantt 
centres in Queensland is vcrv seriously 
afff'eted. However, I do not wish to di,cuss 
tho question of " bunchy top," as I under
stand the Secretary fm Agriculture has the 
mattn in hand, and I believe he will do his 
best to stamp out this horrible scourge. I 
wish hirn over:. sucf'oss. 

It is all very well for the farmer to pro
duce, but, if we have not got the population 
-and I do not think we are going the right 
way about getting that population-we shall 
not be able to 1narket our products sat;s
factorily. I suppose that, with the exception 
of wheat, we ca.n produce anything in abun
dance a.nd can beat any other State in the 

[lJ:lr. Warren. 

Commonwealth in this respect. \Ve can pro
due~ stra wbcrrics. oranges-long-carrying 
and the other va1·icty of orange-and all 
rnantH'r of citrns fruits, and also the mo~t 
bPautifullv flavoured bananas in the world. 
\Vo can d'o all these things, but there is one 
thing that \VO cannot grow quickly cnougn 
ulJdc-:_· our present methods. Take Canada---

Mr. CoLLl"'R: For God's sake don't qu.JLe 
Canada. It is about 300 vcars old and ha:; 
o:•Iv about 8,000,000 people~ 

.!VIr. \VAHREN: It is only during tho last 
few decades that Canada, has come to the 
front at all. It has come on in leaps and 
bounds because the people there have altered 
their methods altogether and are stoadil/ 
developing. I \vant to sec the Government 
of Queensland alter their methods and start 
developing the State. Queensland, as the 
hon. member fm Oxie~- said, has practically 
no population; taking it on a mik· .. tge ba~i~, 
"· c have hardly any population; and th. 
unfortunate thing is that the populatwn we 
ha....-e \\rants to live in the citi('s. 

Mr. CoLLINS: It shows the second best 
results for the whole of Australia. so far as 
population in the motrDpolitan area is con
cerned. 

:\1r. \V.\RREN: I am not saying that it 
do0s not; bnt it is the 7,0ncral corn plaint 
th:1t until \VO can alter tho:-3o condltious and 
rnak'e country pur.•uit.;; attrad-iYC', thus i_ndu?
inrr men io go on the laud. our pollcy :s 
going to be a. rnost (nsastrotb one for tho 
State. 

1\Ir. CoLLINS : \Yhat do you suggest? 

}I r. \VARREN: I suggest that we should 
give the people on the ]and more liberai 
treatment. 

J\'h. CoLLlNS: Does not our programme 
provide that ? 

Mr. \VARREK: What is thn m' of yotl" 
haYing· a progntlllnlo if you do not put .it 
into operation., EvPr,\ pany ln QUl'l'll~land 
has a beautiful prog-l'a.rnme. If you WPlli. ,t.J 
a rL ,ra.urant and they gave you onl~· tne 
bill of fare>, that would not !i li yon; you 
·would V1 ant the ,,-a iter~ to bring you sorne 
food. So we want those \\a iter~. our =viir11s
t.ers~-- the poop le who are re~~pon;;ible for the 
goYernmcnt of Queensland -to gi vo ns a 
little fair treatment The, must mnkc agn
cultura1 pursuits 1nore attraetiYt'. It is no 
ustJ talking about throir a~n·icu!turul scherno. 
It n1ust be romerr1bered that eyerv con1mittee 
th&t is o·rganised for distribution purpo'e' 
i~ not organi~c·J through this ag!·icultural 
scheme. That is the unfortunate f><Ht of 1t. 
\Vben we criticise their actions. wo find that 
tbe head of that scheme does not treat us 
fairly. \Ve want to see the scheme the 
suecP"'S it should be, ttnd are "\villing to a~sist 
io make it so. I do not care who tlnnks 
diffcn>ntlv. the farmer is not doing his duty 
t<o himself if he does not take hold of tbo 
scheme with both hands; ho is not working 
in the interc·,;ts of the producers unless ho 
takes hold o£ it and makes it his own. 't 
is no use having a sub-branch of the Agri
cultural Department and the Govornme:::tt 
scheme-that is not going to help us in any 
way. 

One of the greatest troubles is that· this 
conglomeration scheme cannot deal with 
indivi·dual industries. The sugar man w1ll 
not deal with the fruit man, and the fruit 
man will not deal with the sugar man-he 
is unable to deal with the problem. The 
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o;cheme must allo~ each branch of ~he 
industry to work m its own line. If the 
butter man doe, not work for butter, If tile 
milkman who i .. supplying the city does not 
work for 1nilk, then the schetne is going tu 
b0 a failu:rc. 

Touching on tho milk question, I wou·~J 
like to refer briefly to the matter of pur' 
milk. I think it is of the greatest impo"
.tancc to the citv that we should have pure 
milk. The Dep;.rtment of Agriculture goes 
a certain distance, and we give it great 
credit, because the suppliers have ahYa.ys 
asked the department to treat very 
stringently those people who adu_lterate milk, 
even if they adulterate It only With water. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: Surely they don't adulterate 
it with anything else ·c 

Mr. W ARHEN: Thi,; supervision does not 
go far enough. The inspectors are only 
~llmved to go to the vendors. They shou Id 
go to the restaurants and test the nnlk oa 
soma of the tables there. We should creat<' 
-as wo have attempted to do with fruit--'1 
greater desire to drink milk. Thio would 
be a groat advantage to tl1e cornrr1uruty. 
There is not sufficient milk consumed 111 
Brisbane; and there are many other cities 
.consuming more milk ]Jer head than we do. 
H the department would only te~.t this milk 
in public-houses and restaurants, it would be 
found that some of the milk is not only 
adulterated, but it is poor milk and i, not 
.as it COITl(''} frorn the da.irvrnan. rl~hat is Uw 
weakness of the s0 stem. "The whole systp;n 
is badly managed, and I think it is a p1ty 
that the dairymen cannot handle this ques
tion themselvc,. They ha.-e asked for " 
pool, and I am of opinion that once the 
dairymen aro educated sufficiently-and 
doing this work ie the only thing that IS 
going to educate them-they will be capab!o 
of hand\ing tho supply of milk ham the cow 
to the consumer, and will be more competent 
to give a pure milk supply than under the 
]Jresent s_vstcm with its three or four heads. 
The farmer is not getting a fair deal. Not 
only is he tho man who ha' to produce, but 
he is also the man who has to pay the 
taxation. The taxation on the produce 1s 
altogethc·r too great. \Ye hear a lot said 
about only so many paying taxes; but we 
must remember that evorv farmer in iho 
State has to pay taxes. It ;s a great mistal;:e 
to >say that only '0 many farmers pay taxes. 
r u some cases the fanner haa to pay 1n taxa
tion to his local authority a great du1J 
more than he pays to the Commonwealth and 
State Governments. The general extra
vagance no doubt extends to local authon
tios. They r)Qint out that it is owing to the 
high cost ot wages, but it is not only the 
high cost of wage .. that has led to the general 
extravagance. That is one reason \vhy vve 
should encourage pri va.tc enterprise a great 
<lea.! more than we have during the last few 
years. I do not. quite agree wiJ,h the hclll. 
member for Oxley, who said the Government 
were bcco1ning converted. I do not think 
thev are becoming converted, and I know 
the" hon. member for Bowen would not like 
it if the~ were. I hope, whatever happen<, 
that the Government will tak<? into considera
tion the Yery hard times the farmers are 
gDing through at the present time, and that 
they will do all in their pm\·er to heJp the 
farmers to save their stock so that, when rain 
does come, they will be able to carry on. 

Mr. CoLLINS : 'The socialistic State. 

i-3. 

:\fr. \YARRF.~: It is merely co-operation. 

i\1r. CoLLI~S: 'I'hat is what socialism really 

i\1r. W~\RHE"\: Socialism is not co
operation. If the farmers were nm under 
a sociali,;tic scheme they would be getting 
" higher retum now. Tbo llld'-!stry woulq 
be paying; but a_t the pr~~en~ time ~ens of 
Llwusands aru gmng lJCanly mt.o deot. If 
the': were under a sociali,,tic scherne, the 
Sta'te would not onk lm:, fodder for the 
fanners and pay thmr expenses, but, would 
also be paying the--~ men \~ages. Under a 
oocialistic schpme, 1f tlw Government had 
unli1nited resources; fanners wou~d bf' much 
better off than the.) are under pnvate entcr
rrise; bnt, unfortunately, the Gove~·ntuent 
»ould "go broke." They would be !Ike the 
Ru;.;sian Uovorn1nent. 

]'\lr. CoLLTNS : How do you account for the 
Ru'''ian Government being still in existence 
after five years? 

Mr. \VARRE:\: How do you account for 
a dead lWiil walking? All l ask is that the 
Government should co-opet·ate to the extent 
of taki11g some of the burden, 1f only 
temporarily. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): Permit me 
to congratulate the Treatmrer upon h1s 
Financial Statement and also to refute soll?-e 
of the statcm0nts that have lleen made_ m 
connection \\-ith the iast e!Pctwn cawpa1gn. 
h has been slatecl in this Chamber that on 
the platform at Lowood I made the assertwn 
that the Govc·rnment were practically_ ?ank
rupt,_ and in that they "·:re m no . di_[fcr~mt 
pOsitiOn to any other t~overnment Ill .he 
world. l want to say hero and now that I 
never rnade J.l1Y such ~taten1ent. And If h?n. 
nwn1bcrs consider the source fr~m wh1_ch 
ihe statement emanated, they vnli readily 
vnderstand that the statement was false, 
because no candidate would be fool enough 
to make a ctatement of that kind when con
testing a seat as a supporter of the Govern
ment. 'l'he statement appeared m the 
''Courier" of 16th April, and the report was 
si,ned bv Alfred Lilley, a solicitor at 
L~wood. "n he W;.t·, half as fair as his name 
indicates, we would have no trouble; but, 
unfortunately for this gentleman, while he 
sat in that audience, I took stock of the 
condition he was in at the time, and I say 
that he \vas not in a fit condition to report 
anvthing correctly or half correctly. I am 
wrry that the hon. member for Dalby was 
not more CO'lversa.nt with the tactics u_sed by 
men of that class before he got up m this 
Chamber and made that statement. I am of 
the opinion that the hon. gentleman knew 
perfectly well that I never made that s~ate
ment, although it appeared in the "Couner." 

:\1r. VowLES: It was made over two months 
ago, and you never contradicted it. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member 
knows quite well that duri'?g the wh~le. of 
the time I was engaged m contradiCtmg 
statements made by himself and by my 
opponent during the campaign that were 
absolutely inaccurate. .lt took me all !llY 
timo to refute the statements that were bemg 
sent out bv the ex-leader of the Country 
party in ca'nnection with the actions of the 
Gov~rnment towards the farmers and the 
people generally of this State. 

l\ilr. VOWLES: Why did you not contradict 
it in the ''Courier''? 

Mr. W. Cooper.] 
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Mr. W. COOPER: I had no time to read 
the "Courier'' then. If I bad taken the 
trouble to conlt.tclict every misstatement that 
may ha;-c, appeared in the Opposition Press, 
I would havu had no time for anything else. 
There was ~lso a report that I said the 
reawn why the Government had had a 
redistribution of seats was because we 
wanted to give greater representation to 
country people than to those in tho city. 
I also give that an emphatic denial. I 
never made any such statement, and, if the 
Committee 'A iil bear with me, I will tell 
them exactl;· what I did say in connection 
with that matter. I said that time afte1· 
time the Government had been twitted by 
the Opposition that metropolitan members 
\Vcrc representing l:Iloro electors than the 
country members, and the Premier at the 
time took the Opposition at their word and 
broug-ht about a redi"tribution. I can safely 
sav that I was one of the members who 
no"ver \vent near the Comrnissioners in regard 
to an aheration of the boundaries of my 
electorate to suit myself; but my opponent 
admitted in this Chamber that he was the 
first man to go there, and he gave as a 
re·ason for going to the Commissioners that 
someone else had done so. That was the 
statement I made in connection with the 
redistribution. 

In regard to the financial position of the 
Government, I also' made this statement
that practically every Government in the 
world had had a deficit during the period 
of the war. I did not say that Queensland 
was practically insolvent. I think that 
clears that up. 

Mr. VowLES: Did you not make the state
ment during the election that the Queensland 
Gove;·nmcnt were practically insolvent and 
no different from any other Government? 

Mr. IV. COO PE~: That was th" rE>port, 
but I g1ve 1t a demal. At the time I did not 
take any notice of it. I was very much like 
tl~e _hon. n1ernbcr,_ perhaps-concerned in 
vnnn1ng my scat. I have no tim(~ to \vritP 
to the " Courier" in replv to statement' of 
!hat kind. There have been charges made 
agamst the Government, particularly within 
the last eight yvarn, of ~..·xtraordinarv ex
penditure on ihe construction of raihLtvs. 
The Government from 1915 io 1918 and 
indeed up to the present time, haYe' been 
placed in an infinitely worse condition than 
any other Government which built railwavs 
under the day-labour system. Comparisons 
have been 1nadc between the cost of ('Onstrnc
t:on of lines b:- the present Government and 
previous Governn1ents. We have first to con
sider the cost of material, and, secondly, the 
eCJst of <::leeper3. l n T ho early construction .of 
Queensland railways all that was necessary 
was to go rig.ht alongside the lines and hew 
the sleepers out, o.nd put them on the line as 
it went ahead. The slec>pers are to-dav cost
ing over 100 per cont. more than they ·did in 
1912, and the price of timber has risen 150 
per cent, more than i1. was in 1914. 

Mr. M ORGAN : Who was the cause of th0 
rise in timber? 

Mr. W. COOPER: The timber merchants 
themselves. The hon. member has asked thot 
question, and 1 will '"nswer it. The Govern
ment send out. asciessor.s to value the timber 
in the fore<·ts and place a va.lue on it. and 
then call tenders for the purchase of the 
timber, which system hen. members opposite 
are so fond of advocating. The merchant 
goes and buys the timber at from 50 per cent. 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

t'J lOO per cent. more than the Government 
are charging as royally. That is the reason 
for the high price of timber, and the hon. 
member knows all about it. Hon. members 
are asking for a ron1edy for the position in 
which the unfortunate farmers am placc,d 
through the drought.. I have not seen any 
tangible proposition put forward by the 
Opposition to relieve the farmets when. t~ey 
are sufl'cring from drought. In ;ny opmwn 
there is only one way to bring about a. state 
of affairs whic.h will give reli,,f to tho 
fc,,mcrs-that is, the method of insurance. 
The way the Government have relieved the 
worker from distress is by insurance. and 
the only way to relieve the far:mer is to bring 
about a svstem of drought 111surancc. Wo 
have to take into account the unfavourable 
f'ondition of fanner.;; in certain aroa-; in 
Queensland as compared with others in more 
>ouitable localities where the ramfall 1s 
greater. IV}ren t.omo portions of thD State 
are suffering from drought, other portions are 
free from it and get the benefit; but the 
unfortunate farmer who happens to be in a 
drought-stricken area has to pay tho piper 
cyerv tin1e. A svstern of insurance agmn~t 
drol{ght WOlJ)d not CDst very much A fund 
could be sot aside in the same wa:r as insur
ance for the worker is set aside, and. Vich('n 

drought o<,--:nrred seriously injuring the 
farmers in any di,trict, they could draw upon 
the fund. 

:Mr. MORGAN: Get your State Insurance De
parhnent to take it up, and \VO will insure. 

Mr. vV. COOPER: I dare say that the 
State Insurance Department will take it up, 
if the hon. member who is so frcqtwntly advo
<'ating private entt:rprise will _endeavour to 
get private cnt.erpnse to take 1t up as well. 
If he will do that the Govprnment w11l give 
the farmers assist~nce in that direction. 

l\fr. CoRSER: vVouhl you want a monopoly? 

Mr. W. COOPER: The unfortunate thing 
is tha.t we have not got a monopoly of iusu~·
ance, as wo would then be able to put th1s 
schen1e into operation and relieve the farmer 
from the distress he is suffering. 

Mr. CORSER: JYiention the matter in caucus, 
and see if t.lre Government will take it up. 

Mr. W COOPER : 'There has boon some· 
thing said in connection 1.rith ~ng-rq. rrhe 
hon. membt·r for Oxloy has clannPd th>1t a 
man working in an industry does not get the 
full reward for his labour, and I am prepared 
to admit that he does not. Ho should be 
paid according to efficiency, and T am sa tis-
11ed that there i> nothing to prevent ~n 
~mployer paying his employee on thflt bas1s. 
Arbitration Court awaras only state the 
minimum wage to be paid to emplo) eel. I 
have never yet been ~ortunate enough to 
meet an employer who would pay a man 
more than the minimum wage although he 
was worth more, unless he was under con
tract and was therefore compelled to do so. 

Mr. MoRGAN: He employs a lot of men who 
do not earn the minimum wage. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I am prepared to say 
he does not and if the hon. member said 
that outside: he ,~·ould not be in this Cham· 
ber. Hon. members opposite have been say
ing that we have iniroduced a Bill to enable 
the Arbitration Court to fix the wages for 
rural workers, I have worked on farms, and 
it is very rarely that I have ~ecn a fan;ner 
pay his nmployees by results. rhe only t1me 
he does that is when he finds he cannot get 
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the work done any other way, because the 
wages usually paid for the particular cl a ss of 
work aro oo small that Lhe farmer cannot got 
anybody else to do it. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Do :vou say the farmer pays 
starvation wages to his workers? 

Mr. W. COOPER: I said that, whon ho 
cannot gd his work done by dav labour. he 
gives it out on contract. It is a illost remark
able thing tha.t many employers do not adopt 
the contract system in connection with their 
employees. When a man takes a contrnc( to 
put np a. building he pays his workmen 
weekly wages. \Vhy does he not let ihc ' ark 
out b.J contract? It is because he knmvs tiHl t 
it cannot be done t,hat way; and the State 
is placed in exactly the same position in 
tPgard to raih\ ay construction. There is no 
incentive for a n1an to slun1 work if he' i,s 
being pa.id by tlw day or the week, but the 
moment you give him a can.tract he has the 
opportunity of doing slum work. I hacl an 
opportunity about three or four weeks ago 
oi going down to the TwPed River. and I saw 
a bridge there which had been washc<l out by 
the r<>cent flood. When I examined the piles, 

"which under the contract should h>LYc been 
pointed ancl shod, I found they were cut 
off and not snnk within 8 or 10 feet of the 
depth to w.hich they should ha.\ e been sunk 
under the contract. 

Mr. KELSO: If you wanted a bit of land 
cleared, \muld you not get it done b}' con
tract? 

Mr. W. COOPER: No; I would not. 
~lr. Maxwcll interjected. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon, mcmb ·r 's 
judging rne h.v hjmsulf as a rnembcr of the 
En1ploypr:;;' FcdPratlon. I h~t\'{~ ncYcr rnllcJ 
tend<•r for an,v work I have lud done. 

Mr. MORGAX: Quite right. You hav llC\'Cr 

paid a man wages in your life. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: I hove paid as much 
\Yngps as tht; h(m. men1her. and I ha,~c had 
1non) HH'n ·working under rnc th~n th:: hon. 
member has hacl, and I paid them better 
wages. too. nut it is no u,o for the hon. 
mcmbPr to try to drag me off tho track. 
I had tho opportunity of making dummy 
bolts for bridges erected und,-r the contract. 
system. Ali we ha.ve to do, if we waut to see 
how the contract system works, is to look 
at the construction of the boats built for the 
Commonwealth. Lloy·ds would not let them 
go to sea. Some hon. memlwrs have com
plained about the cost of the roads which are 
being built bv the Main Roads Board. but 
if you take the cost of the roads built by 
that board and of the roads built by a shiro 
council and consider them, with the cost of 
u pkecp of a motor or other vehicle for twelve 
months in each case, you will find that people 
will be well recouped for putting down roads 
under the Main Roads Board s-·stem. I know 
that in New South Wales, prior to 1906, all 
the roads were constructed bv the Govern
ment, and they were at that time called and 
claimed to be main roads. In 1906, New 
South \Vales passed a Local Authoritir, Act 
and handed the roads over to the shire and 
municipal councils, and it was not five vean 
before those bodit>s were calling upon Lhe 
Government for grants. 

Mr. KELSO: Did not the local authoritiu 
do the work by day labour? 

Mr. W. COOPER: Did they? Let me toll 
the hon. member that my experience of roads 

in shire council areas is that they have 
abandoned the contract system and have now 
gone back again to the day-labour sy,tem. 
What would be the position under the con
tract system of the men who make roads? 
Would we revert to the old davs when men 
toiled under a supervisor who \Vas ·extracting 
their blood and sweat from them for the 
meagre wages which existed then? I am satis
fied that hon. members do not want to go 
back to tho~L' old times. At all events, they 
do not want to be reminded of some of the 
things that occurred under the contract system 
and before the advent of a Conciliation and 
Arbitration Court. I remember, many years 
ago-when there was no Arbitration Court 
award or any system by which employers 
were compelled to pay fair and rcasonab'o 
living wages-when 'hirt and other factorres 
of that kind advertised in the newspapers 
for so many girls oyer fourteen years of age 
to put in six months on p.robation in the 
making of the various artirles they turned 
out. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Ilow many years ago? 

Mr. W. COOPER: It was a bit before the 
hon. membpr had pyjamas. (Laughter.) As 
a matter of fact, what happened was that 
those girls wer:' cm played for six month,, 
but so soon as the paltry half-crown became 
pa} able undu· the agreemcnt with them, they 
were discharged and a fresh lot were put on. 
And these vu.'- philanthropists are the men 
who, to-day, are tPlling us that we have 110 

right to have an Arbitration Court. They 
aro the men '' ho v, ant to go hack to the 
bad old days, ancl I want to say that hon. 
members opposite would be very pleased eo 
sco us go back to that S'l''lf-:,an1e sysi£'m. The 
rca,m, >:hy the hon. member for OxleY has 
advocated. payment by results and "profit 
sharing· is that he sees the writing on the wall. 
He scos that the old system is going out., 
and somcthlng new mnst con1e in. Is it not 
remarkable to 'A·atch how hon. members oppD
:;:itc arc r,-t,,rhing out a hand to the worker 
to-day? Is it not simply becau:,e they have 
not been a bl, in the la-lt vear to oust this 
GovcrnrnPnt frorn the Treasu-ry benches, O\Ying 
to the fact th>tt '.·.·e have taken up a humani
tarian stand and helped cYerybody, whether 
he b' on the land or in the town, whcthE•r he 
be employee or employer-nobody can say 
that he has not been helped by this Govern
ment. All you have to do to get proof of 
that fact is to ronsider tho prosperit:, of this 
Stak during the last eight years. You will 
find that there will be no lack of capit,] 
coming into Queensland in the next ten or, 
perhaps, tw'onty years, but it will be a catas
trophe if members of this party arc ever put 
on the Opposition side of the House. I am 
satisfied that for at least another thirtv Years 
this Government will be here in office. "(Oppo
sition laughter.) 

GOVERN>IENT ME>IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. COOPER: There will have to be 
a disaster of some kind befor·P the gentlemen 
occupying the ,Treasury benches are ever 
r)lac!d in opposir.-ion. Something has been 
'aid bv hon. members on the other sid<' about 
apprenticeship and about how a boy can be 
taught a trade most efficientl:c. I happen to i.Jo 
a tradesman, and I know something about the 
conditions of the period when I was an 
apprentice. I know how the bo's treated m<l 
and mv comrades. Before the passing of the 
Factories Act in New South Wales, an 
emplO\ er was abl,e to put his apprentices 
in most dangerous positions. What did it 

Mr. W. Cooper,] 
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matter to him if a boy lost his life? He 
could always get another apprentice for noth
ing. I sat side by side with ancther approtl
tice, he grinding on one sido of an cm 'L'J 
wheel, and I on the other-an open, U:lpro
tectc,d emery wheel. The wheel broke and 
my mate ,·as killed. The only cost to th<> 
employer to protect that emery whe-el wonlrl 
have been 10s., and w- a matter of fact hr_• 
protected it afterwards. 

Mr. FERRICKS: He saved his 10s. and loot 
the boy's life. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The bov was no lo··s to 
him; but what about the loss to the unfor
tunate mother, and sisters and brothers'? I 
say here, vvjthout fear of contradiction, that 
if it had not been for men like the hon. 
member for Bowon, who beli·L'Ve·d that i.he 
workers should g<et fair and reasonable con
ditions and that human life was more valu
able than property, that state of affairs would 
have existed to-day. An apprentice to be 
trained properly must have experience and 
practice, but, above all, he must have a con
siderablP amount of brains. It is no use for 
Bf!.V HWP. tc say th~L fu-, can Inak~ a uarpc'nt.cr 
ont of a man who will make only a bootmaker, 
or n.n engineer of a man w·ho would he fit only 
for sweeping the strr•:ts. The unfortum1to 
thing is that many boys have n0t the 
opportunity .of selecting the· l!'Rde which they 
are most fitted to le; rn. When the hoy :: ,,,, b 
serve his lime, not only has ho many difficul 
ties to contend with, but tho ma.u who is rn -1 •n.
vouring to impart knowlc·dge to him also '1<1:-' 

difficulties to contend with. It has been said 
by the hon. memb<>r for Oxloy, and rightly 
so, that every man does not possess the ability 
to impart knowledge. I --ontend that ov 'ry 
bo.v does not [lOfeess the neces,_ary qualifica
tions to become a tra-desmftn in a particular 
calling. There are some boys who are tem
peramentally fitted to become blacksmiths, 
and others to become carpenters. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : 
judgf's. 

And others to become 

At 5.40 p.m., 
The CHAIR}!A:-l (Mr. 

resumed the chair. 
Brisbane) 

Mr. W. COOPER: To-day employers are 
asking for premiums from boys who wish to 
be apprenticed to the electricrtl trade. Only 
the parent who is able to pay the bighest 
premium is able to get his boy apprenticed 
in an eledri<'al house in Queensland. It is 
impo•:siblc for any committee, or any parent, 
or executive hod,- to train a bov whrm thP 
master is opposed to having that boy. Under 
thoso cirC'utn~taJJf'P"l, the bov's chances arc 
not very great. That not only applies lo the 
electrical trarle, but it anplies to ev0ry other 
trade, and the only metho-d by which a boy 
can be prop<>rly trained is un-der that method 
which gives him plenty of nract.ice. It is no 
usP ~oing- down to the technical colle~e and 
putting in two or three hours every mght. 

Mr. KELSO: You want both theory and 
practice. 

Mr. W. GOO'PER: Thev arc both essential, 
nnd t.hf'v ·both can be obtained at the tf'ch
nical college. A boy cannot b<'come a trades
mrtn without baving a considerable arnm;nt 
of practice. There is ono trade whteh 
requires mono pra.dice than another, and 
that i,c the blacksmithing trade. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Eanh man thinks that his 
own trade requires the most practice. 

[Mr. 'VTT. Cooper. 

Mr. W. COOPER: 
thore is not very 
(Laughter.) 

No. 
much 

At 
m 

any rate, 
painting. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONF.: You are very hard on 
!he Secretary for Public Works. 

Mr. W. COOPER: _'\.nyone who has a 
knowledge of turpentine, linseed oil. white 
]pad or zinc, and is able to see straight. and 
knows a door when ho sees it, can become an 
efficient pair,tcr. It is not necessary for him 
to be able to use varnishes. Quite the reverse 
applies to f1ttcrs and tul'lJOrs. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONE: Do they not have to see 
straight? 

Mr. W. COOPER: Let me take the case 
of two boy3 employed in a blacksmith's shop, 
cno as a painter and the other as a black
smith. I "lWrantf'e that m s1x mnnths tbe 
boy who is" doing the painting will be almost 
ar. efficient tradesman, whereas the black
smithing boy will not be an efficient trades
man. 'r know that some hon. gentlemen 
think I am ea-tin" some reflection on the 
Secretary for Publi~ ·works, who is a painter. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS : Don't 
"\.Yorry about rnc. 

Mr. W. COOPER: Th<> Minister has fonnd 
it nocos.mry to take somo action to control 
the ingrNiicntq of paint bP •a'ISe thPy arc 
poisonous. . Unfod.unately, "-'any_ of the 
1na:-~tcr painters 1n the mC'tropohtan area 
have not vet a 'vakcned to the danger of 
pDisonous i'ngredicnts in paint. 

Mr. MAXWELI,: You are out of vonr depth. 

Mr. W. COOPER: No. I would inform 
the hon. gc•ntkman tb~t I know somcthmg 
about painting. Ho thmks that I do not. 

Mr. MoRGAN: He did not say so. 

Mr. W. COOPER: He inferred it just the 
san1e. 

Mr. KELSO : I-Ie di-d not. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I shall tell hon. \l'entle
men opposite 'omethinf\ that they wlll not 
Jikt, to hear, and that Is m reference to the 
conditions under which fa.rmers aro lab:mr
in~ to-day a,; compared with the conrht!ons 
th~v were labouring under when prcvwus 
Go~?ernments vvcre in po·wcr. The organisa
tion of tho farmers has boon one boon that 
thev have received at the hands of this 
Go;;.ornment. Althoug·h in the past there 
have boon Govcrnmf'nts composed of men 
who posed as great friends of_ the farmers, 
yet the,- never attempte-d to mtr'?duce any 
scbemo ·by which the farmers might have 
bdtored theil' conditions. 

]\;fr. KELSO: Were the dairymen never 
organised before? 

1\Ir. GatiTELLO: You are not game to tell 
the dairymen that. 

Mr. W. COOPRR: The dairymen arc not 
org·anis0d ye~. If the bon. member had any 
knowledge or dauym~n, he would know that 
they are not orgamsed. We ha ye a c?
operative butter factory established m 
J3ooval. Does the hon. member sug(iest that 
the •uppliers to tbat factory and the share
holders are organised? 

Mr. KELSO: I think they are. 

Mr. W. COOPER: There is a certain 
amount of organisation. Are the whole of 
the farmers organised? Would the hon. 
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member be surprised to learn that many of 
thE' farmers who are shareholdPr, in that 
fadory send their cream down to Kingston? 

Mr. :VIoRGAK : Then they arc scab!Jing on 
their mates. 

Mr. W. COOPER: They arc doing that 
buause they are not organised into a proper 
body. Just imagine an hon. member repre
<seEting farn1ers f:aying that they are " scab
b~ng on their mates " ! No de~ent]y orga
nised hod:. V\Ottld "scab on their 1nat0s." 
"The hon. gor.tleman does not know anything 
abDut organisation. The articles of a.;::.:..o
eiation of that faetory say that unless a man 
JS a supplier he cannot participate in any 
benefits, and he cannot bo a >hareholdcr 
un!eo3 he is a supplier. ·what does that 
moan? It means nothing more or loss than 
preference to unionists, which hon. members 
opposite say they do not want. The co
operative butter factories and rheese fac
tories in Queensland, to all intents and 
purposes, apply the principle of preference 
to unionists to their suppliers and share
holders, othen;·ise they would not have the 
oonditions that I have statecl sot out in their 
articles of association. Preference to 
unionists purely and simply ! Unless thE'y 
are shareho[,ders they cannot be suppliers, 
consequently they are outside the pale of the 
organisation, \vhich, in my opinion, is not 
half an organisation up to the f>rbont time. 
'ThPv can only be organised efficiently by the 
C1ouncil of _._\griculture. 

GOVERN~IEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. COOPER· The hon. member for 
l\lurrumba said, quite rightly, th2t the pro
<lucers of milk should also supply it, and thus 
get the fullest reward of their industry. I 
do not believe for cne moment that any city 
oeouncil, judging from what I know of city 
councils, is capable of running the milk 
industry of Queensland. The producers of 
the milk are the only people capable of 
placing the milk in the homes of the con
sumers in the most efficient manner and 
under the best cor,ditions. 

Mr. MORGAN : And without water. 

Mr. W. COOPER: Yes, and without water. 
As a matter of fact, when the farmer sends 
llis milk to the men who have the distribut
ing agencies in ninety-nine casos out of a 
hundred. unless he has a cow that does not 
give milk of the required standard-and 
there are such cow,-it is of the best quality. 
It would be infinitely better and more con
ducive to the health of the people of Bris
bane if they had a milk pool, because under 
the present conditions the people of Brisbane 
are not getting the fair deal that they should 
get, any more than the farmer does for the 
milk he supplies 

Mr. MoRGAN: 'Who is going to govern the 
pool-the council or the farmer? 

Mr. W. COOPER: The farmer wilL 

Mr. 11oRGAN: The council wants to. 

Mr. W, COOPER: I know that they are 
putting up a bit of a fight for that control, 
but that does not say that it is right that 
they should get it. 

Mr. I\lORGAN: They should not interfere at 
alL 

Mr. W. COOPER: No. Their only respon
sibilit:( !'s to see that the milk is in a healthy 
oond1bon when supplied. \Vhether thev will 
:be able to do that or not is another question; 

but their onh· funrtion is from a health 
point of vif'w." If onP is to judge of thrir 
abilities in this regard by looking around th" 
cit:· and seeing some of the places there. they 
will not be able to do that. 

:Mr. ::\1oRGAK: You arc making the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley blush. 

:!\1r. W. COOPER: The hon. member for 
Fortitude \'alley knows perfe<'tlY well that 
the local authorities aro not what they might 
be. 

Mr. MoRGAN: He will have to get up and 
defend the City CounciL 

Mr. W. COOPER: And he alsr, is aware 
that improvement< can be made in the city 
so far a' the City Council are concerned, and 
also in connection \Yith the shire councils in 
the countr:;·. The difficulty I find with local 
authorities is that they will not place suffi
ClCnt taxation on t-hemselves so as to make 
good streets or roads, or gi Ye healthy con
ditions for the people. After alL it is well 
known that you cannot tax yourself into 
prosperity, but you can tax yourself into a 
healthy condition. 

Mr. KELSO (Tumlah): \Ve all listened to 
and read with great intere't the Financial 
Statement delivered by 1 he Treasurer, and 
we certainlv arc pleas,,d, as the hon. gentle
man must be surprised, to look back twelve 
months and find th·1t the deficit then antici
pate-d is not as bad as he thought it would 
br. At the same timf'. it is deplorable, when 
we look at the figures, to find out th0 
immense amount of taxation >ve are labour
ing under at the present time, and ono begins 
to wonder v;hen t:his increase in taxation is 
going to end. As ccmpared with the other 
State', Queensland heads the list in ta.<ation. 
\Ye also find that this state of affairs makes 
it very diffcult for the people here to com
pete with the people in the South because of 
the great advantage that the Southern people 
have in the lesser rate of income tax. To 
give the House some idea cf the comparative 
taxation, I intend to quote some figures. 
These figures ha.-e probably been quoted 
before, and I am going to be very gentle in 
quoting figures, because the leader of the 
Opposition has alread,y gone very fully into 
the matter. 

The SECRET:,RY FOR Pc:nLIC LAXDS: Liars 
can figure. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. gentleman can 
have an opportuni '7 at any time to show 
lhat he has proved his nbilitv in that r:lirec
' ion. In 1914-15 the Treasurer secured from 
the prcopl0 in ircome tax £517,273. The 
taxation under three or four other headings 
for that period totalled £954,457. In 1922 
we find that the receipts from income tax 
increaoed to £2,149,607. 

GovFRKMENT J\IE}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COLLINS: By taxing those best able 

to pay. 

Mr. KELSO: This 1s an increase of 
£1,632,334. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Obtained from those best 
able to pay. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for Bowen 
has made so many remarks in the short time 
that I have been in the House that I forget 
all the mterjeetions he has made, because he 
has contradicted himself so many times. 

Mr. COLLINS: You prove that from 
"Hansard." 

JJ1 t·. }{ elso.] 
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Mr. KELSO: The hon. members opposite 
think it is a grand thing to hit the fellow 
who has money. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: Don't make assertions unless 
you can prove them 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for Bo\ven 
this afternoon quoted one Mallock as an 
authority. He gets his ideas from him. 

An 0PPOSITIOK ME>!BER : From Karl Marx. 

Mr. KELSO : At any rate, he has an idea 
that the easiest v, ay for the State to got the 
money it has to spend if it is short is to 
stick it on to the rich fellow. 

Mr. COLLINS: ·what a lot of wisdom you 
are giving us ! 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member knows per
fectly v:ell that taxation put on one section 
of the community is pra,ctically spread ovec 
the whole of the community. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA!mS : Your 
party does not admit that in local govern
Hlent matters. 

Mr. KELSO: But the hon. member must 
realise that he cannot hit the rich man with
out hitting the poor maiL 

The SECRE'L\RY ~'OR PUBLIC \VORKS: You 
don't know much about it. 

Mr. KELSO: It is appalling to think that 
thcro has been an increase in taxation fro111 
£954,457 in 1914-15 to £3,330,885-an increase 
of £2,376,428, or 249 per cent. I propose to 
show later on that a lot of this revenue has 
bt..'ell spent in a very uneconoinical way. rr.he 
taxation in the various Statee for the year 
1920-21, accerding to the Commonwealth 
'tatistics, ic-Queensland, £4 17s, lld.; Now 
South Wales, £3 10s. 8d. ; Tasmania, £3 os. 
7d.; South .\ustralia, £3 6s.; Western Aus
tralia, £2 17s. 9d. ; and Victoria, £2 10s. 

4d. We fiud that the Budg-et 
[7 p.m.] anticipates an additional £10,000 

fron1 ta.xation, although the raic
ing- of the exemption allowance for childre!l 
and other dependants involves a loss of 
£c0.000. C .'rtain economic.. have been 
eiiected in order to make up the lbseued 
Jeflcits shown. During the year 1921-22, 1,120 
employees wE're deflated, saving £241.000, 
and a, re-arrang<)rnent of work saved £66,000, 
making a total of £306,000 in 1922-23. 'l'here 
has also been a 5 per cent. reduction in 
salaries of all Government employees and 
the stoppage of increases in salaries of £300 
and over, and in 1923-24 a similar reduction 
is to apply to salaries of £400 and Ol'er. 

As has been pointed out before, althougl1 
the Estimates for the last yea-r Jn·ovidcd a 
certain amount for education, in spite of 
the· demands of a growing population >1nd 
the great need for the full vote being- dis
bursed, a-n amount of £23,446 was saved out 
of that vote. This afternoon the hon. mem
ber for Oxley dealt extensively with the 
question of State enterprises, and other hon. 
memllcrs following on also dealt with this 
questi .. n, because the subject is such an 
important one and there is so munh lnoney 
invested in these enterprises. It must have 
dawned on hon, members on the other side 
oi the House that this is one of the most 
important functions of the State, considering 
the amount of capital involved, and the fact 
that most of these are not paying enterprises. 
The hon member for Oxley pressed home the 
argument that it is about time that <:h2 
Government, after these experiences with 

[Mr. Kelso. 

Stato enterprises-after many of them 
having failed to pay--

Mr. PEASE: \Vhich ones? 

:Mr. KELSO: I will give those in a minute 
or two. It is about time that those imlustrie;; 
which have been proved failures should be 
cut out. Hon. members opposite who rure 
wedded to State enterprise must face the 
situation. I will read the losses on the State 
CIJtPrprises for the year ended 30th June, 
1923-

Thcre were losses on- £ 
State stations amounting to 400,350 
Produce Agency amounting to.. 5,290 
State Cannery 38,114 
Fich supply 30,502 
Coal mines 92,191 
Arsenic mines 6,379 
Iron and steel works 48,307 
Roma bore 33,883 
Batterie, 4,566 
Palmer goldfield 4,220 
Chillagoc mines 117,984 
Irvinobank treatment works 36,145. 
Trawler 13,792 
'·Douglas :Mawson" '"' ... 10,656 
Lime pulveriser (approximately) 2,00() 

le is such a long list that one ,really gets 
out of breath in reading it. The total loc,s 
amounts to £844,385. I am sure hon. mem
bers will appeal to me to give the other side 
-that is, those enterprises which show a 
proflt. They are-

State butcher shops 
Babinda Hotel 
Railwav refreshment 
btate s"a wmills 

roon1s 

£ 
6,929 
5,901 

21,360 
14,265 

Total £48,455 

showing a net loss of £795,930. 

Mr. RIOHDAl\: You have omitted the State 
Insurance Office. 

Mr. KELSO: If the Government are pre
pared to run these enterprises as a business 
proposition, them it is only fair thttt the:· 
should deal with them in the same way a~ 
ordinary enterpriees arc dealt with by tfue 
State. The State s.hould not be Lnonr<'n in 
any particular vvay if you are going to havo 
" basis of comparison t.o that yoll can see 
whether the State enterprises pay or ~ot. 
Indep;cndont of that, the State ontorpnses 
are exempt from State and Commouw,,a]th 
income tax in the few cases where ther'' are 
profits to be taxed. Then again, any agree
ments in connecLjon with State enterprjse3 
-are always free of stamp duty. There are 
further losses on State stations Jue to over
valuation of stock and under-estimation. 

The SI<:CRETAHY FOR AGHICL:LTL:RE : I sug-
ITest that the Minister should ehan~·e the 
~",mo and cnJl them " The People's Enter
prises," so that the people would understa-nd 
what you are talking about, 

Mr. KELSO : The Treasurer in his Finan
cial Sta tcment says-

" During the present flnancial year I 
propose making some adj ustmonts in the 
Trust Accounb with the object of Lrsing 
part of the funds in the healthy accounts 
to strengthen the position in the weaker· 
ones.:' 

What is the object of doing that? The hon. 
gentleman wants to do the same as has been 
done in the past ; he wants to cover the weak
nesses of those State enterprises that do not 
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pay by making transfers from time to time 
from healt,hv accounts to those that clo not 
look 100 healthy, :md thereby lead the people 
to believe that Lhese particular ont"q1l'ises 
that have been bolstered up are really in a 
healthv condition themselves. In 1915-16 an 
amourit of £60,650, pro±it on the wholesale 
rneat tr.1nsaciions. was transferrc~d tu the 
retail butcher shops. Then again, there was 
<mother transfer from the butcher shO]JO to 
the State Fi--h Supply, amounting to £30.000. 
That item of £30,000 did not maDa![(' to 
bolster up the fl·•h eutorpriso. Then the :'iiate 
1-'roduce AgL~ncy, "\vhich has b( en so u1nch 
boosted, received a credit of £10,000; and in 
1918-19 an amount of £3.755 ''as tntn-ierrt!d 
from the old Metropolitan Fish Boarcl to the 
:Fish Supply expenditure. In 1920-21 the Hail
" a.v Refred1ment-rooms transfeueJ to the 
State Produce Agency £25,000 to hel;J to 
reduce the lo"es in COJJllection with the Stitto 
Produce Agency ; and in 1919-20 an amou11t 
<>f £6.000 was taken from revenue. \Yh . t is 
the effect of -doing this? The effect to thoe'' 
'vho do not follol\t up pasi tran-;:actiol19 is 
that it is impossible in tr::ing to gauge the 
prosperity of any State enterprise in any 
particular year to find out vhctlwr that 
cr.,.terprise i:J r)rospering or not. l thir:k that 
these credits from one enterprise to anoihnr 
should be brought forward from yellr to .vcar, 
so that it will be quite plain for anybody 
\':ha looks it up to find what loss has occurre-d 
on a State enterprise in any year, quite inde
pendent of any bolstering up which comes 
from the Trust Fund. 

:\fr. l'EASE: Do you say that t,ho Gon'rn
mcnt should close the State Cannery? 

Mr. KELSO: Exce'·'ivc taxation is a very 
,crious matter for the State when you con
sider that it io vPl'y necessary for the State 
to develop secondary enterprises to the 
fullest extent. It is necessary, first of all, 
to place people on the land. \Ye know that 
the land is the original source of wealth, but 
there aro a great many people in the cities 
who must be kept going who could never 
possibly aspire to be farmers, and these 
industrialist3 must bo found employment 
unless you are going to have a largo number 
of men out of work. It is a great pity that 
there ha; 1Jecn practically no increase of 
factories during the last few years in Queens
land in order to absorb the industrialists, as 
compared with the Southern States. The 
increase of fftctories in Victoria. between 1916 
and 1921 was 1,119; in 1\ew South \Vales, 
627; in South Australia, 172; in \Vest 
Australia, 124; in Tasmania. 48; and in 
Queenslar,d only 13. Is there any reason 
why in Queensland, which is the home of 
primary products, those products should not 
be manufactured here? 

Mr. PEASE: Why does not private enter
prise build those factories? 

Mr. KELSO : I am just about to come to 
tbat. \Ve have here the hides and the woGl 
and we are going to have the cotton. Why 
is it that we have not increased our 
factories? Take boot factories, for instance. 
Most of the hides are produced in Queens
land a.nd sent down South. \Ye find that in 
1921 Victoria had 304 fa.ctoriee, New South 
Wales 189, and Queensland only 31. In con
nection with· the wool and cotton industries, 
Victoria has 17 mills, New South Wales 9, 
and Queensland only 2. The reason why 
these factories are not established here is 
because private enterprise is not prepared 
to put capital into such factories in Queens-

land because they will not get the return 
from the investment of their capital which 
they can !jet in :'<ew South \Vales or 
Victoria. 

Mr. \VrxsTA:-:LEY: They get better returns 
here. 

Mr .. KELSO: That is can"<>d by the heavy 
taxation to \Vhich V\ c are subject. 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: In what direction? 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member knows 
that the ineomo tax in QueellSland is more 
than. double what it io in Victoria. ls there 
any Inducement for a 1nan to build a factory 
here, ,,-here he is taxed on the profits o"f 
that factory more than twice the amount he 
would bo. tax:J in Victoria? The proof of 
the puddmg IS, In the eatmg. \Ve arc not, 
as hon. Dl0ntb81'3 opposite have said 
scandal-mongers, decrying the name of 
Queensland. 

.!Hr. PEASE: You are doing it. 

Mr .. 'KELSO: We have just as much 
faith m Quceu;land as hon. members opposite 
say they have 

Mr. \V. CooPER: You have a peculiar way 
of ohowing i c. 

J\Ir. KELSO: We say that, if we had good 
~?und goYcrnment, the prosperity of this 
:State w~uld be on a rJar with the prosperity 
ot the bouthcrn States. \Ve are not going 
~o say !or a moment that Queensland is 
rr 'olvent; wo are not going to say that the 
L~bour party ha_s ~ade Queensland insolvent. 
\\ c could c "-Y It 1f we liked but we are 
~wt going to say it. \Yhat we do say is that 
m spite of the legislation which hon. mem~ 
bers on tho other side have brought in 
Queenslaud has progressed, but she has not 
progressed as she would have done if we 
had had in power a Government which 
brought in ~,ound and sane legialation. 

~h·. PEASE: According to the late Prime 
Mimster of the Commonwealth, unemployed 
camo to Queensland from the other States 
lookmg for ;vork. 

Mr. KELSQ : I find that in 1921-22 the 
amount u<pended bv the Government in 
ontdoor relief was £177,019, but I see from 
the figures this year that tho amount in 
1922-23 was reduced to £76,413. 

Mr. PEASE: Because the men are now m 
employment. 

Mr. KELSO: \Yhat I want to ask the 
Minister is w hcther the real reason for the 
reduction Is duo to the fact that mauy of 
those unemployed are now receiving assistanc'!:~ 
from the Unemployed Workers' Insuranc<> 
Fund? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIO WORKS: If vou 
knew anything about it, you would know that 
the su_stenance payments do not come into 
op c'ratwn until the 1st September. There 
has been no expenditure from the fund other 
than administrative expenditure. 

:iY~r. KELSO: I am sorry to see any rnan 
havmg ~o apply for relief, but thoro must be 
a certam amount of unemployment-as a. 
matt~r of fact, in every big city there is a 
certam number of unemployed-but I want 
to ask wheth,·r it is not fair that those men 
should have work provided for them? Is it a 
good thmg for the community that they should 
recmv~ doles and not do anything for them? 
Does Jt not degrade a man to have to go 
cap in hand, to any State department and 
say, " I am out of work, I am starving, I 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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\\ a"~'tt relief"? I offer the Goycrnn':C'nt t!~c 
.• uggestion-vvhich I think is a very fair ont' 
-that they should consider the quc,tion of 
trying-·--

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: You 
want to start the '·' orkhouse sy,stem, do you? 

Mr. KELSO: I do not. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: That 
is what you are advDcating-breaking a yard 
of stones for a feed. 

Mr. KELSO: In 1893, when many of the 
banks suspended payment and thing·s wore 
in a ver,· had state, the Government of the 
day had to help the unfortunate men who 
were out of work. They had to find them 
rations and keep them alive, but they 
respected the manhood of those unemployed 
and provided them with work. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: They proYided soup 
kitchens, too. 

Mr. KELSO: They did not provide soup 
kitchens. 

Mr. W. CooPER: They told them that, if 
they did not like to take 4s. 6d. a day, they 
could starve. 

Mr. KELSO: They said to those men, " If 
we must give you relief, you can retain your 
manhood by doing work equal in value to 
the relief you are getting." At any rate, I 
think it would be far better if the Govern
ment were to do that now. 

Turning to the question of loan expendi
ture, it is wonderful to notif'.e how the views 
of hon. members on the other side have 
changed, aud changed for the worse. In 
" Hansard " for 1912, page 1247, the present 
Treasurer is r·eported as saying during the 
debate on the Financial Statement-

" I want also to call attention to the 
enormous increase in loan expenditure."~ 

A little later on he referred to-
" the very dangerous increase of loan 
expenditure in the last year or two." 

Of course, he was sitting in opposition then. 
He goes on to say-

" In 1910-11 it was £1,995,301. In 
1911-12, last year, it ''as £3,324,248. Do 
Ministers expect that the people believed 
that that rate of loan expenditure could 
be continued? " 

He goes on to say-
" This year they propose to expend 

£2,835,250. 'That is also an inordinately 
high rate of expenditure, and it is a rate 
that this country cannot keep up.,. 

He continued further-
" When this party is on that side they 

will adopt a poliey which will not 
involve an expenditure of £3,000,000 per 
annum, an<! I think thoro will be no 
necessity then to complain about the 
public worb policy." 

He was backecl up by the late Mr. Bowman, 
who said-

" Well, speaking for myself; and I 
know that a number of members agree 
with me, while we arc prepared to sup
port a borrowing policy for reproductive 
works, we should be careful in the 
amount we do borrow. We should only 
have restricted borrowing." 

He further said-
" I think it would be a big mistake for 

[Mr. Kelso. 

this Government. or anv othPr Govern
ment, to go in for borrOwing indiscrimi
nately." 

·what is the record of the Government for 
the last few years? During the last eight 
years of the Liberal Government £16,363,743 
\VCre expended. and during the eight vears 
of the Labour Government, not including the 
current < c:ar, £26.244.969 were expended. 
Taking individual years, we find that the 
amount expended was-

1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
4,797.865 
4,251.248 
2.599,573 
3, 701,750 

We rmd that for the current voar the Trea
surer proposes to expend £5,038,156. 

~1r. CoLLl~S: Now quote the increase in 
population. 

Mr. KELSO: 'The hon. member is getting 
a little bit nervous. 

HoD. n1crrtbers conversing in a Ioud 1ono, 

The CHAIRMA='J: Order! I appeal to 
hon. gentlemen, if they wish to conduct a 
conversation, to do it in a lower tone It is 
certainly disconcerting to the speaker, and 
it is not fair to the " Hansard" staff or the 
Press. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KELSO: The Prernier, in delivering 
his policy speech at Cairns on 20th April, 
1923, said-

" At the last election the State was 
heed with a critical position with regard 
to loan funds owing to the operation 
against us of a political bo~'cott on the 
London rnonev market. The sinister 
dc,jig-ns of our opponents \Ycro c-ntirel~; 
thwarted lw' the success of the Govern
ment in g~{ining arce·,s to an unlimited 
inarkct in New York. Our SU{'C£' 7•,S in 
c·~tabli.:;hing a success in that mP~rket has 
been of considerable benefit to the whole 
of Amlralia." 

He is reported in the " Daily Standard ",as 
having said at Charters Towers, four days 
after he delivered that policy speech-

" Dealing with the question of loan 
conversions, he said the value of those 
falling due in 1924 was £13.000.000, and 
in 1925 an addition of £12.000,000, and it 
was necesasrv for the Government to 
arrange for ·loan fl6tations in England 
in order to effect the conversion of these 
loans. The Government did not antici
pate difficultv in arranging this for exist
ino: bond hol;lcrs. An oarlv appcai would 
lw'' made to the Bank of England. which 
acted as adviser t·o the Government. Ono 
of the strongest rC'n,sons for thE' arrange
ment of this busine.,s in England. rather 
than provide for transfer of these loan 
obligations to New York or elsewhere, 
was that it most suited the interec.ts of 
all parties to haye the business continued 
on thr- same basis as in the prPvious 
vea r. It used to be said that trad<> fol
iowed the flag. but it nndoubtcdly was 
tnw that trade followed tlw financial 
current. The transf2r of these large loans 
to other countries nncJoubtcdly would 
lesson the volume of trade between Great 
Britain and Australia, and this was not 
desirable." 

What I want to know is what happened 
during those four days. Here we have the 
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hon. gentlcn1an making a definite f:taterncf!t 
and crovving OVf \ the fact that ho dished 
these pr-ople who kept him uff t.ho London 
mnrkct b~,~ going to the Nuw York market. 
whore ho conld get unlimit.r,d snpplies of 
money, an;] four da,\ s aftcn\ ards \YC flnd 
him snyin6 it wonld be far better to go to 
the Lond':ln market to get the monP. if it 
was avaihble. \\'hat happoued iu the intc'r
val? If tha.t nov• s wa> c>tblNi honw. ii is 
safe to assume that son1e inform:ttion 'VH:) 
s0nt to iho Treasurer to Jnodcrate his vio\\S 
in view of the approaching conversion? The 
Treasurer has been crowing about i·h ~ 1oans 
he floated. He ~ays in his Financial State
ment-

" The b"'O loana raised in America, 
which wore dealt with at som., lc·ngth iu 
my last Financial St.ttorncnt, havo forllWcl 
th'e subject for a good deal of cornment 
both in Parliament and in the Press. 
When the results of these issll·.'S were 
made public, I stated that we had raised 
them ai a loWt\r COSt than thC' rate at 
which money could have been obtained 
in London at the time, and no cvirlence 
has h~en supplied by critics to disprove 
my shtemcnt." 

The matter of the American loans does not 
seem to ha.vo been gone into very ('Xhrtns
tively, and. in order not to rope at the 
arg-uments used by the hon. m.·mbers o:> 
this side, I propose to spend a little time 
in comidering the statement the Trennrcr 
has made that nobody as vet has disproved 
the fact that the actual rate of interest, 
accorfling to the Budg-et Speech of last year, 
on the fi1ot American loan was .£5 12s. lOd. 
Vve find that there was a loan lloated on th•' 
1st October, 1921, of 12,000,000 .dolla!'3, o,nd 
that the price it "as issued at was 99. ThPse 
figures arc from t,he report of the Auditor
General c.nd the Budget Speech. W" find 
that the gi'Oss proceeds, exclusive of oxpi)nses, 
were 11,880,000 dollarc. That is eq11ivalent 
at par value of the dollar to £2,441,430. 

At 7.28 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER (JJ,·eme,·), one of thP 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. KELSO: We arc told that the rate at 
which this wa.s converted into English mcnc:· 
was 3.92~ dollars to 3.96,\- dollars, that the 
profit mado on tho conversion to sterling \YH'i 

£523,713; the gross proceeds eterling in 
rounds wcrP £2,965.143, and the cxpcmses on 
tho undon.vriting of the Joan came to 
£102.439 The net rooJi,o.tion of that 
12.000,000 dollar loan, therelor<J, camG to 
£8.862.705, and the rato of interest on th 
12.000.000 dolla.rs was 7 per cont. The actual 
rate of interest, if the dollar is at par valun 
when interc·•t is paid, is £5 12s. 10d. The 
['eriod of the loan is twcnl.y yerrt'S, The 
"nnual interest at 7 P"r cent. on 12.000.000 
dollars is 840,000 dollars. If that >s converted 
at tho rate of 4.866 dollars-that is pa.r-it 
is equal to £172.626. This is what I want to 
emphasise-and the Treasurer has not men
tioned this in his Budg-et Speech at all-the 
interest on this loan has to he naid blf
yearly. We find that at the prc:;,nt time, 
witl. the com·NtiblP prico of the JlOt!l1d 
s1(_'r]jng at 4.45 dol~.an;. t.he intcn~"t a1nonnts 
1o £188.764. I w,l:, snyiPf; thnt 4.865 dollars 
tn 1hc p0nnd ;,, Pnnal t;, £172,626, vvhich is th8 
ir,tere-t which has to be paid on that lo,m. If 
that inter<lst has to be remitted to "\mPrica 
nt the present time, it can only be remitted 
at the current rate of exchange. The current 
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rate of exc.hange la-day is about 4.45 dollars 
en the pound. which is equal to £188,764. The 

Treasurer has thrown out a chal
[7.30 p.m.] lcnge on a number of occasions-

. . and I am very sorry tho t ho is 
not m hts place now, because I wish to throw 
out <t challenge to him to-night. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Do you want tho Treasurer? 
I will get him for you. 

Mr. KELSO: I take up that challenge and 
say that the figures given by the Trea~urer
aro not correct 

Mr. COLLINS: Do you say that delibentcly? 

Mr. KELSO: I do, and, if the hon. member 
listens, he will appreciate the truth of what 
I am saying, and it will be up to the Trea
"urer to deny my statenwnt. The Treasurer 
hn.s ~tated that. the loan is only costing .., 
certam rate per cont. If I state that thoso 
figur0s are wrong, the Treasurer 1nust prove
that he is right. 

Tho HmiE SECRETARY: YDu have not vet 
shown that they are wrong. • 

~1r. KELSO : I am going to do so. The 
Treasurer in his Hinancial Statement for Ja,t 
year said-

" The pr~cecds of this 12,000,000 dollar 
loan, exclusiVe of the profit on oonversion, 
amounted to £2,441,430, and the profit 
on conv2rswn m to slerlmg was £523,713, 
makmg the gross proceeds £2,965,143. 
The expenses were £102,439, leaving the 
net proceeds £2,862,705." 

Ho £urt.hcr said-
" The rate of interest on the net pro

ceeds is £6 Os. 7d. per cent. net but as 
the realisation has bc·2n £116 1s: 8d. 'per 
cent., the effective cost (including redemp
tion) works out at £5 12s. 10d. per cent." 

say that the Treasurer has taken in the 
profit on convers;on of £523,713 into his 
figures, and he is using it a second time. 
, Thi HOME SECRETARY : Why do you say 

thn t. 
Mr. KELSO : I will give the figur·es, and 

the hon gentleman will realise that I am 
right. If YOU take the net amount after 
deducting expenses, at .£2,862,705-which the 
Treasurer admits-I do not think there will 
be any dispute about the fact that 7 per cont. 
on .£12,000,000 is 840,000 dollars. The interest 
on that is oqual to .£6 Os. 7d. per cent. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And the conversion 
profit? 

Mr. KELSO: The conversion profit 1s 
already included in these flgures. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is where you 
are making a mistake. 

Mr. KELSO: I read the figures which 
include that profit.. The actual amount of 
money that the State got out of that loan 
was .£2,862, 705, which includes £523 713 profit 
on conversion. Tho money taken from New 
York to Great Britain showed a profit, 
throug-h favourable exchange, to that extent. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: You must place the 
7 per cent. on top of thaL 

Mr. KELSO: That is the exact amount 
admitted by the Treasurer, and that is what 
the State got out of the transaction includ-
ing the profit on conversion. ' 

Mr. PEASE: You have omitted the 620 000 
dollars retainod in Americ :1 for the purp~scs 
of a Si:1king Fund. This, conv-erted, amounts 
to .£130,000. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Of course it do·rs. 

.~fr. ICclso.] 
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Mr. KELSO: The annual interest is 840.00:) 
dollars, am! if you take that at par, it give·; 
exactly the amount that the Treasurer has 
stated. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Put 
your ftgure•· on the table and "e will am.lys' 
them. 

Mr. KELSO: Tho:v will go into " Han· 
sard," and hon. nlc'rnbers 1nav read thern 
there. That interest has to be. sent ovl'r b 
AmPrica ancl has to pay th2 currL'llt rate ot 
exchange. 

Hon. F. T. BmmNAN: You have not 
an wercd the quc·-tion from the hou. member 
for Hcrucrt. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member wauts JJO 

reply. He cannot lead me off the track. 

M1·. PEASE: I say that you huve omitted 
the 620.000 dolhrs retained in America for 
the purpose of a Sinking Fund. That amouut 
was never sent to London. 

Mr. KELSO: It is highly probable that, 
for some con· iderable time, dollars will hav 
to be bought at an average of not more than 
4.45 dollars to the pouud, and if this is so, 
the dfcctivc rate of intmcst will Le £6 lls. lOd. 
That is what it will cost us to s:·nJ morwy 
acrot:)s. Iu addition to this, under the ;:)inking 
Fund arrangement·, during the last fifter·r1 
years of the period of the loan, the Load 
holders can rpquirc the GovC'rnmcnt to rcdeern 
the whole of the loan at 102~. The arrange· 
ment is that during the 1tr::;t f1ve ycaL; thr: 
Sinking Fund can be rodt;emed at lOO dollars, 
and the Treasurer in his Financial SI atcmont 
is r<Lthui· patting him~"Jf on the back by 
pointing out that he has made a spllmdid 
arrangement by this American loan. Ho 
says·-

" Although the loans were raised in 
October, 1921, and 1<\:bruary, 1922, for 
12,000,000 dollars and 10,000,000 dollars 
respectively, only 18,000 dollars has been 
required for lho purclmso of bonds for 
the pur})o;;;e tncntioned. Tbis, l think, 
indicates the value of the security in the 
rninds of the inve-.tor.'<." 

That is perfectlY right, and the Amcricau3 
know that they have made a splendid bargaiu 
at the expense of Queensland. But .,,,hat Qc'O 

they going to do when this loan has been 
running for a little while and the Americans 
exercise their option of r, questing tho Go
vernment to bu v certain of these bondo' For 
ftve years it is -~ot likely that those men will 
buy any of thc·,e bonds becau:' they will only 
get 100 dollars; but when the five yoars have 
expired, starting with 1927, YOU \Yill find the 
American irl\'estor will see it is to his advan
tage to ask for th,'se periodical payments in 
reduction of the loan, because he will got 
102~ dollars for every· 100 dollar'', and if he 
kPClJS that going for fifteen years he will get 
all of the loan bctck. It is onh· common sense 
that the major portion of this money has 
probably been underwritten by ono or two 
of the largo American firms, like J. P. 
Mm·gan and Company. W c know that those 
firn1s a.rc imrnenscly strong and control :1 

chain of strong financial houses, and I ven
ture to say that the probability is that most 
of this loan is held by these men, and they 
are not going to ask for that redemption for 
five vears because it would not pay them to 
do bO. 

Mr. DUNSTAN: Do you think they will ·do 
something that will pr-event us borrowing 
again from thcn1? 

[Mr. Kelso. 

Mr. KELSO: 'l'lwy will wait five yearo, 
the same as the hon. member would Jo, 
bf'cause at the end of five years they can ask 
for thcit· svstPmatic reduction of the loan aud 
gnt 102~ dollars for evPty 100 dollar::>. Thcv 
will coutinuP i.n do that. The rnore yorl 
ex? mine this loD'l tbP rnore you discover that 
it is not a n l'Y profitable• transaction at all. 

:VIr. PEASE: Onlc· a lll'ofit of £750,000. 
Mr. K~LSfl: The second loan is fo:· 

lO.O:JO 000 ltol inn The d . to of the flota I ion 
\Y:l'3 121h FL'bru<lr./, 1922, and it was floated 
at 96~. The gmss proceeds came to 9.650.000 
dolJtn" equi\~alt'Ut at par value o£ the dollar 
to £1.9[3.1,3. That loru was conYPl'tc'cl iuto 
pound~ st' rling, rtccording to the oti-ici :.L 
tabk· quoted h<'l'l'. at 4.39~ dollar< to 4.4:,,;, 
t-c the po11nd. and t 1

T profit 011 the cott\·er:-.ion 
W<L'-' £191,096, lPS;:) UlHlf'l'\\Titillg ( ')h_ !l~~'~\, 
£85.703. The n<'l n akation on tbc 10.000,000 
dolla.rs \Ya·, £2.03C.541. and the actnal rtdt) vf 
in ten' J. as pl'l' tlw BudgP!, is £5 17s. 5d. pc>r 
cofit., and that lo;111 runs for twcnt.:'-five 
years. rlthcrc is a big diffcrCilC0 b~'t\1 f'Pll the 

loans. 0~1 tho ~l'Coud loan t1u~ intCl'f ·t 
payabl" half-yr'rLl'ly on l5ih Fc•bruary atH:! 

15th Aug·u,t. 'J'hc sinking fund is 50.000 
dollnr· on 15th Allg·ust. 1922, and 50.000 
do]lQrs hall-ve'ar thereafter for the 
rmrehase of ~t a pric(~ not e,cpc•ding 
par, the iu talmcnt· UIHilJPiied to be inYcsted 
at the 01-i lon of tLc State in ihcs;c bond:3 or 
in Stctt ~ or Co:11nJnnwcalth stuck. In thL5 
J.Htrtirulnr case they in~i3t 11pon a sinking 
fund, am!. if the bondholders do not d·nm 
tr) have that jLlrtic ',l]ar tJOrtion of thP siEking 
funcl paid Lnck tu them at par. then tl1at 
n1ust be u~cd iu the purcbase o£ bouJs .iu 
l\ ew York o1· in the purchase of Stato or 
Cmnnlon\vealth ,<::c{'uritics. Ever:T year we 
have a sinking fund of 100,000 dollars which 
has to bu [Hovitlod in redemption of the 
debt. That is a fairly heavy payment, and, 
tdth<iugh it is a very good thing to have a 
Rlnking fund. yet year by year tho Stat0 Das 
to proriJP a. certain an1ount which is a very 
rca~~onablc loPn in ibclf in order to proyide 
for people who itsist on }laying rcpaywenL 
made to them. Thc;·o is r;o definite sinking 
fund attached to the first loan, as the sinkin); 
fund only O)Wl'a tcs if the bondholders wish 
t<J re·,el! to the Covl'J'llment at a fixed price. 
This :-<inking fu11d aJ·m requires a credit 1n 
:Nev: York for the pnrc'wse of bonds if the 
holder~ wi-.h to ·ell. \Vhat does that mean? 
It mc•ns that the GovPrnment have to he 
colttinually sending a,croH at lc:>st 100.000 
dollc•rs cvcr.v year-as a matter of fact 50,000 
half-yearly-on the chance of people in :New 
York demanding- thc•ir mone:,·. TlH'y hit\'O 

to P<lY cxch:tn;ro on that. I would rcmmd 
hon. mcmltcrs that tlw pro,ent rate is 4.45 
drol:ur, to the pound, and, if you sprPad that 
OYer the whole life of the loan vou will find 
there is a fair amount of exchange lost there. 
The Trr-·sur(~r is assurrting that by the tin10 
the• loan falls due the pound will havo 
r!'COverod and the dollar will be at pa·r, but 
[ Y'onld remind the hrm. gentleman that lots 
et things may happen bpforo that. 

Lot us seo the ~plendid hargain he made 
a t.o the tern1s of the loan in another direc
tion. -The hon. gcntlon1an 1nust know that 
it is a Ycry g-ood thing to float a loan and 
haYO a sliding scal0, making that loan repay
al::le-if it is a tl1irty-year loan-at the end 
oi twenty yca·rs at !he option of the Govern
ment or at an:v period subsequent to that 
which ill enable the Government to fix 
their own time for the redemption of the 
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loan within any period of ten years or within 
n period of fiY0 years. FiYe years rnav 111ai\:C: 

all the differcnc<' to the Govprnm<>nt. uccaLto•J 
at any c,pecial time it may be possible to 
float a loan on adyantageous tcrrH:3, or thero 
mav bo a Euronean cris1s on. \Ye have had 
the"' same (,hing.happen before; but in fixine; 
up this loan the T·rcasurer scmns to Jiaye 
overlooked that. In his ha,te to 2:d a: i 
this rnoney fl·orn ~ow York to di~:: the 
.cotcrie that ho talked about y<'Sterday of 'GO 
nJ.on, he Oll1Ittccl to n1akc such <111 aJTan:,'C· 

ment. 
Hon. F. 'I'. BREXXA!\: Do you still choim 

that youe figures are right after ·what tLe 
hon. member for Herbert said 1 

Mr. KELSO: Yes. The Treasurer in that 
parti.cnlar matter failed, nnf01'tunatol7, to 
prov1dc for a br .. 'athing f:.pate G::' ha,; bc·>:n 
done in n1ost other loanl', and as 'voul.l liaYt2 
been done probably had he iloatPd the loa;; 
jn London. I-Ier~ arc son1c fi;::!;U1'C8 rcgnxdi~J:__;· 
loant iloatcd in London about that tiruc---

Mr. Rrmm.\K: Do you apprv\'e of the 
delegation'? 

Mr. KELSO: \'\hat delegation" 
Mr. RronDAN: Ask the hon. member fo>· 

TDowong. 

Mr. KELSO: I am talking about some
thing worth talking about. and the hon. mc1n~ 
bBr ought to follow me. If the hon. member 
will only listen, I will tell him soml'thing that 
he has not heard before. On 12th Oci ob er 
1921, ]\" ew South \Vales floated a. loan f01: 
£3,000,000 at 6 per cent. The term was for 
nineteen years, with the option of redemption 
after nine yeHs. The effective cost of that 
loan approximate!:. was £6 8s. Srl. per cent. 
In January, 1922, the Commonwea11h floated 
a loan of £5,000,000 at 6 per cent., and it 
was over-subscribed. The effective cost of 
that loan was approximately £6 6s. per cent. 
In February, 1922. Victoria floated a loan of 
£4.000,000 at 5~ per cent. Fiftv-six million 
pounds were offered, and the effective cost 
Df that loan was £5 15s. &d. per· cent. There 
wns no quc~tion of going cap in hand, and 
no fear a, to whether the loan would bo 
floated or not. In April. 1922. K"·w Zealand 
borrowed £5,000,000, and they had £10,0JO.OOO 
Dffered to them-twice as much as thev 
wanted. The loan was floated at 5 per cent. 
at P" r, term twent.) -three years. with the 
option of redemption aftm thirteen vears. 
The cost to redeem that loan was £5 3"'s. 9d. 
per cent. In ::\Tay. 1923. :\" cw Zealand floated 
a loan of £4,000,000 at 4 per cent. It was 
issu.ed at £92, and terms twenty ::;·ean, with 
Dptwn of rcdcmpbon after ten years. The 
cost to rC'deem was £4 12s. 7d. per cent. 
Victoria floated a loan of £5.000,000 at 5 per 
oent., issued at £99t and the effective cost 
was only £5 2s. 4.6d. per cent. In July, 
1923, ·western Australia floated a loan of 
£3,000,000 at 4~ per cent. The loan was 
issued at £95, and cost of redemption £4 18s. 
per cent. The Treasurer has been patting 
himself on the back because he has been able' 
to get £1;277.000 oYer the counter, due on 
1st July, 1932. I give tbe hon. gentleman 
credit for fixing a limit of five :vear·s dnrin~ 
which he can pay off that loan. l: only regret 
he did not make the same provision in con
nection with the American loans. The hon. 
gentleman talks a bout the soliditY of the 
State. He said the State is this· and the 
State is that because Labour happens to be 
in power. I find from the platform of the 
Labour party that they are against any loans 
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which are free of taxation. vVh:r is it that 
hon. members opposits ~lo not carry out their 
platform in that n~~pcct '? They are glorying 
in the fad that moot of this monn,, was 
subscribed by tho big financial institutions, 
which ruohed the loan. 

The SECRETARY l OH RAILWAYS: A good deal 
came from Victori::t. 

Mr. KELSO: If the hon. gentleman was 
a rich tnan and 11Yed jn ·victoria, or 1£ he was 
conncctlll with a Lig life or fire i11::;uranco 
compan:v in Vic:oria as a director, jt would 
pay him to rush that loan and put as much 
money as pco,iblo into it. 

The SECRETAHY FOR HAIL WAYS: That is what 
they arc doing, because Queensland security 
is safe. 

::VIr. KELSO : I do not kno\\· whether the 
hon. gontlPmun \' :ts in the House \Then I 
said that members on this side of tho House 
will neYer say that Queensland is iHsolYcnt. 
Th£~~e men have takerl it up b{-cause they 
know on ·which side their bread is buttcrt>d. 
The,· havo an iHvo•;tment there till 1938, 
unle,ss the option is oxl't"ci,,cd by the Govern
ment, £re,, of income tax. Tho Secrnary for 
Railways will agree with me that it pays 
those big companies to tako up the loan if 
the Interest is hee of State and Federal 
income tax and the graduated tax will not 
applj. It is the declared policy of the' 
Labour part_,- to condemn this kind of loan; 
but, •, ·hen the first opportunity occurs, the 
Goyernment take £1.27'7.000 oyer the counter 
-and thp;· could have taken another £250.000 
if the Fe;JE,ral loan had not come into block 
it-and .•a::· to investors. "vVo will giYe you 
this loan free of Federal and State income 
tax." In Jul:v, 1923. Wc,tern Australia 
issued £3.000,0u0 at 4~ per cent. at £95, 
\Yhich ccst them only £4 18s., but our SI ate 
Treasurer gn-es 5~ per cent-. 

The SEcHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: \Yhat are 
tho Federal Govcrnrncnt getting now? 

Mr. KELSO: My time is nearly up. 
_\. GO\'EHK~IEN'r .!VlE)lBEH: Answer that 

question. · 

l\lr. KELSO: I should like to continue on 
this Ycry interesting subject, but my time is 
nearly up. I thauk hon. member opposite 
for having gi.-cn me a little more attention 
at the end of m:;· speech. because they realise 
1t is an irnportant subjt:rt. I an1 pn'parcd 
to stand by everything I have quoted. In 
conclusion, I W~\nt again1 with other hon. 
mernbers on this side, to protest against the 
statement that we \Yish to stain the fair name 
of QueenslaNl. We realise to the full that 
the Treasurer hac a big task ahead of him. 
Fov people, and certainly not those who 
understand anything about public finance, 
would em•y the Treasurer his position at the 
present time. If there had been a Treasurer 
from this side in office. his conscience would 
lL<vo been so clear that he would have gone 
to London and demanded all the mone\' he 
\\'etnted at a low r;lie of interest. ancl ho 
would have got it. \Vhy is the Treasurer so 
nervous? Ho remembers the reception he 
got last time. He knows the promises which 
\vere broken, and lhat people at the other 
side of the world have long memories. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat promise;; were 
broken? 

Mr. KELSO : I am referring to the 
"Repudiation Act," which the Government 
had no right to place on the statute-book. 

Mr. Kelso.} 
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The Treasurer is going horne with a nervous 
feeling that everything is not all right. So 
far a:s we on this :-:,idr arc cnnccrucd, we wish 
tho 'Treasurer success in the renewal of the 
loans. \Vc haYe the assurance of the hon. 
member for Oxlev that he will do all he 
possibly can when· he gets homo to assist the 
'Treasurer. (Gon'rnmont laug-hter.) If the 
TrlaSUl'Cr is in earnest, he \vill accept the 
assistance of the hon. member for Oxley. 
\Ve arc just as anxious on this side that the 
fair name of tlw State shall be upheld as hon. 
members opposite, a1:d that the loans may be 
obtained at a low rate of ini prost for the 
benefit of the people of the State. 

j\1r. FARRELL (Rocl-hampton): 'This is 
the first oppol'tunity 1 haYe had of address
ing the Homo, although I was elected ~s 
tlw representative for Rockhampton ll1 

Februarv of this vear. I hano had to face 
tvvu clc~1:ions -..vith~ut having taken lTIY ECat 
in the House and I think it must be pleas
ing to hon. ~nembers on this side to _know 
that on the second occaswn on wh1ch I 
contested ~he Rockhampton seat I was 
returned with a greater majority than 
before. 

GoYER:S:\IEX'£ I.h;:uBERS : Hear, hear ! 

1\lr. F .ARRELL: The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat said that the 
rx.'reas.urcr ',;.·as yery uervou~\ when he 
cleli,-ered his Financial Statement. I do not 
kno\Y ·what lw \Yonld 5av about me. In 
re]Jly to an imerjcction which I made when 
the hon. member for Kunlpa \HIS speakmg 
Ye~terday, that hon. rr,embor said that, when 
i: had been in the Chamber a little longer, 
I woLtld have more experience, and wou)d 
know that the efforts of the Labour party m 
the direction of making conditions better 
for the workc1·s of Queensland wore of no 
avail, and he sugg(:stod that I should wait 
until I had more oxporiencco before I spoke 
hl're. I mu~t thank the hon. member for 
that advice, because it is very sound. 

I listened with great interest to the leader 
of the Opposition, the hon. momLer for 
Logan, and other hon. members oppos1te, 
but my 'tudy of logic convinces me that the 
only constant factor in the speech of the 
hon. member for Kurilpa wbo spoke last 
night, vvas noise, n1ore noise, and still more 
noise. (Government laughter.) 

I was much impressed with the speech of 
the leader of the Opposition, who, I think, 
was sincere when he tDld the House that all 
his efforts would be directed towards assist
ing the 'Treasurer to got a renewal of the 
loans in LollC-!on at the lowest possible rate 
of interest; but I am sorry to say that the 
speeches of the hon. member for Oxley, the 
hon. member for Enoggera, and even the 
ho11. mcrubor who has ju.:Jt re~.urncd his scat, 
instead of helping thP Premier in his mission 
at the end uf the year, will tend to do 
exactly the opposite to what the leader of 
the Oppo,ition \Vould like it to be. 

The hon. member for Enoggera last night 
did nothing but castigate the Government 
for their financial admmistration, and a 
similar remark repliec, to the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat. All I can 
say is that, when it comes to the question 
of the financial ildministration, I am pre
pared to ac~cp~ the yerdict of tl:e people of 
Queensland, who at the last olectwn returned 
the Premier and his party with an over
whelming majm'ity. After hearing hon. 
members opposite, one would think that 
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Queensland was the only State in the 
Commonwealth where the word " deficit" 

wn!::l C\7 cr known. This week we 
[8 p.m.] have heard speeches ono after 

another condemning the Labour 
.\dministration bc·ctntse on different occasions 
thev have showed a deficit; but, if we look 
into the figures, we will find that although 
Queensland's deficits have amounted to some
thing like £900,000 during the whole of the 
time Labour has been in office, States in 
which no LaLour Gon'rnmcnb have been in 
po,,er have fared much \\orse. In 1920 in 
:\"cw South \Vales a ?\ationalist 'Treasurer 
presented to Parliament a Financial State
ment showinli a deficit for the year of 
£1.599,577. .:\othing was said by hon. mem
bers opposite about the administration of 
a 1\ationalist Government in :'\ow South 
·wales! Let us turn to vVestern Australia. 
There has been deficit after deficit under a 
:\"ationalist \dministration in that State. 
As a matter of fact, there has been a suc
cession of deficits for the last seven years, 
totalling £4,500,000. Not a word from hon. 
members opposite a bout the X ationalist 
Administration in \Vest Australia! Then 
let us turn to South Australia, also undm· 
the control of a Xationaiist Administration. 
Since 1917 they h11ve piled up deficits aggre
gating £1,320,000. Tasmania, also under a 
'' ationalist Cm'crnmont, has for the last 
five years f.hown deficits totalling £320,000. 
So, when we examine the so-called financial 
[~enius, the supposed financial ability of 
"'ationalist members of l'arliament and 
Governments in the other States of the 
Commonwealth, we realise tho true position, 
and I am sure the people of Queensland: 
realised it at the last election. 

I do not intend to delay the House by 
dealing furtht:r with matters of that kind, 
because I arn sure that anv criticism which, 
is levelled at the Govermn~nt by hon. mem
bers oppo,,itc can We:'!] be left to the reply 
of the TreasUl'£>r himself; Lut I would like· 
to deal with one prominent " cal.ch-call" of 
hon. members opposite. My experience has. 
l" pn that, v hen the:· speak in the House, 
they giv0 exi)rcssion to the san1e ideas as .on 
the hustings, ;md on the matter of taxatiOn 
their cry, both on the hustings and in Parlia
ment, has been that the LaLour Government 
of Qucensbnc1 have taxed the workers and 
tlw people of Queensland generally to such 
an extent that they eannot bear any further 
taxation, and, whilst thf'y recognise that 
to all intents and purpo'"" the worker i;; 
exempt from taxation directly, they draw the 
inference that the burden of taxation is 
thrown back on to him by those who
actualh pay it. I simply ask--as the 'Trea
~urer asked Eln audience at Townsvillo dur
ing the recent campaign-if it is "· fact that 
the people who e.nn big incomes in Queens
land throw the burden of taxation back on 
tc th8 Y:orker, why is it that those men with 
!Jig income., are doing tbe squealing at the 
scheme of tax·. tion of the Qneemland Govern
·n1ent? For the ~amc reason hon. n1embers 
opposite carry on their C<1ID11aign c·f crit.icisn1 
of that same scheme of taxation. I consider 
-and although l am the youngest member· 
of the House, I still ihink that mv opinions 
arc entitled to Bome respect-that the· 
syJtcm of taxation in Queensland js most 
C'quitab!P. H is based, ''S has been 110inted 
out often hv hon. rnemhers in this House, 
upon the ;)rinciple of ability to pay. I 
say--and. if nec0ssary, I ,hall prove my 
statement-that the masses of the people of 
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Queensland pay no toxation at all. Let me 
quote proof of thd I assPrtron from one of the 
official onp1ll3 of the Oppo;.;ition, in the 
ohape of >1 leading article in the Rock
hanJnton '' Thlorning Bulletin." which, I 
thir&, nobod;, wilt accuse of being a sup
porter of the Government for which I stand. 
In March, 1922, dealing with the Income Tax 
Bill introduced hy this Government, that 
paper said-

'·Of course thP Labour (~O\"PJ'nment are 
taxing the income of only 26,000 out of a 
population of 750,000, or 3.4 per cent. of 
the popu cation, the other 96.6 per cent. 
of the people go tax free." 

VYe find that of tho,,e 26,000 persons 520 earn
ing incomcF. of £3,000 and over supply 
,.ctualiy half the total amount of income tax. 
If hon. members will lake the trouble to go 
iuto the figures 1 they will seo that those 520 
IJOrsons earn an aggn•gato of £4,000,000, or, 
ronghly, £7,700 each. I said at the begin
ning that the Queemland system of taxation 
was the most equital.Jle one could think of. 
Let me quote from a tahle to show hon. 
members just how the tax bears on tho 
people of (~ueonsland, ancl how the gTaduated 
syste1n of taxation affects incorncs, 10 show 
conclusiveh' that the man with the small 
income pa.ys absolute!} no tax at all. Let 
us tuko a taxpayer with an income of £250. 
The- rate in the £1 is 6d. He pays a total 
tax of £1 13s. On £300 the rate is a little 
over· 6d., and the taxpav0r pays £3 10s. On 
£400 the rate is 7d., and including supertax 
the t cxpayor \vill pay £8 Ss. 9d. The man 
on £500 pN annum, paying 8,\d. in the £1, 
woulcl pay £14 12s. 1d.; the man on £1.000 
per annurn, paying ls. in the £1, "\Yonld puy 
£70 per annum; the man on £2.GOO per 
annum, paying 1s. 6d. in tho £1, would pay 
£180 per annum; the man on £3.000 per 
annun1, paying 2"~. iu the £1. wou]d pay 
£360 per annum; and the man on £4.000 per 
annum, pa,·ing· 2s. 6d. in the £1, would pay 
£600 ]lC'l' .annum. rrhosc figures are very 
'ignificqnt. Let us compare them with tho 
payments in Victoria. I will show that com
parison mor0 clearly when I show exactly 
what the worker pays in Queensland, as com
panocl with the workers in the other States 
of the Commonwealth. I shall take a v orker 
receiving £208 per annum. This is tho 
amount he "ould pay-

£ s. 
Queensland 0 5 per annum 
Victoria 0 14 per annum 
South Amtralia 1 10 per annum 
Vi' estorn Australia 2 5 per annum 
Tasmania 3 1 per ann1nn 

The hon. member for Dalby quoted ·western 
Australia as a State which showed wonderful 
financial abi!itv. Let me now take the 
figures "'Yith respr>ct to a married man and 
three children-

£ s. 
Quecnsln nd :";' o tax 
Victoria 0 15 per annum 
vYestern Australia 1 17 per annum 
South Australia 2 14 per annum 
Tasmania 4 19 per annum 

Let us corur,nre the fi gm·es for the sme.!l 
income' in Queensland with the figures for 
small incomes in the other States. and the 
figures for tho large incomes in Queensland. 
with the figures for the largo Inc>oines In the 
other Ste tcs. vYe find that the taxpayer 
earning £1.000 per annum would pa:" £70 
per anum in incon1e tax in Queensland. 
while in Victorict he is only aokod to pay £18 

4s. lOd. In Queensland the man on the basic 
wage, ,rho has a wife and fannly. has to 
pa:v no tax

1 
whereas in -Victoria he i::; a::;kcd 

to pay 15s. per annum.. In the latter cas~ 
I rpfer to tlw nuu1 eannng £208 prr nnnuru. 
All those fignrc~s proyo condusivol_.~l that in 
Q,uccnsland "'iYC haYC the n1os_t c lll!tabJe sys
tem of taxation that has yet uoen wtroduccd 
in ally State of the Comr:Jom;calth. The 
prineij1le laid down by the Labour Gov0rn
mcnt in Quppnsland is that thos<' ),f'st al~le 
to Lr-ar the bul'deu cf taxatton ~hall bear tllo 
lmrdcn of taxation, and I hope that policy 
will rontinue here for rnany clay.;; to con1e. 

l'viuch oppOsition and rrnwh criticis1u. have· 
been levellcJ by hon. members_ oppmrte at 
the State enterprises entered mto by thrs 
Govt'rnment. 1 admit that all the State> 
enterprises. hayc not been a succ•·ss. I have 
in mind the State> station~. I admit that 
thev have not hcen a success, but I hon. 
me;11bers oppo'"ito ii they can tell me one 
cattle man in Queensland who at tlw JllCsent 
ti1ne can shov\~ that h(~ has not sLlffl'rcd as 
1nueh as the Statf' ~tatinns have suffered, or 
even more. Hon. m ern bers know full '"ell 
that the cattle men in QuPenslancl h;tve had 
to write do'' n tlw valuP of thPir cnltle and 
the value of t.lwir stations. and while they 
ca6tio;atP the Go,·cmnwnt on the linos that 
thov, have been doing in regard to onr State 
~taiions the.,-: l ulnllv turn round next .da.!7 and 
take a ·dPptttation · i.o thP '!'reasurey and ask 
for cnncPssions for the cattle n1cn rn Queens
land. and tbP Treasurer has Iwver yet 
rcfnsed to g'ive the gTP...,_tr~t consideration to 
tho~c· C'Elttlf~ nlPD. All I a.-k frorn hon mrn1-
bors opposite is that the,v act fairly in criti
ci3iDQ" tho State Entcrpn~L<:. D0nartmcnt. 
That' is one instance of where the State has 
lost. lmt mv viPw of State enterprise·-. as I 
know the 'policy of tho Gm-crnment in 
pm' or, is that the rPsults of State enter
pri,,es are not shown by £ s. d. balances, but 
are shown in the value that the P''"·ople them
eo!vos g-Pt from those State Pntorpnse~. I 
have now in mind the State Insurance 
Departm0nt. \vhere the p0oplo of Queensland 
have been saved thousands of pounds bv that 
wonderful institution. Hon. members oppo
eite 'Sav thal il" is only through sheer lu<>k 
that the Governnwnt \VPre able to make ." 
success of that departm0nt. They sav thrtt 1t 
is onlv "hoer luck that has enabled lhc Go
v0rnn~0nt to make a succcs:,c;; 1n an~· ~f the 
departments whore success has been ach_l8vc~. 
Just ]f't me take the State enterprise 111 
which I am most intcrP't.'d in Rockhampton. 
I refer to the Sbte butcher shops. If any 
enterprise has sho\vn hdt0r proiih than the 
Sta tc hutchur shops of Qtwensl_rmd. thet I 
would like to ]mm'. that ent.f'rpnSP. I ac.m1t 
in Jhis case that the£ s. d. bohncH ar0 not 
very larf!"e. lmt the rnon0v_ that has been 
saved to the people Is a consJClerable amonnt. 
Il is pstirnal<'d that the State but<:hc•r shop 
at Rockhampton sern s mw-tlnrd of the total 
mf'flt consunwd in that cit,'. and T ~nd bv 
takinrr the nriees that \Vf're charged l!1 1916. 
befor~ the inception of the State shops. and 
tlw prices charf!"Cd by the Stat0 shopc aft:r 
l-ho1r inc0 ntion. thr ~AYing to tho neop10 tn 
Rod\:hAnq1ton in that lt0JTI alon0 amonnt0d to 
£235.813. I cnnnot quote R h0tt0r stntf'mr>nt 
es to the rxcnllcnce of th~ StntP hutchrr ~hon 
in Rork11amnton tbnn t0 quote) tht"l hn~. 
n1rrnb0r for ~~orn1nnh:v wh0n h~ 1vn-.; on tht'"i 
cid<' of tlw House. I f.nd that 1n 1917. when 
he wa~ s~lf'tking- on tho Finanri<d Strtcn10nL 
he said-

" 1\'o have got three State butcher 

JJir. Farrell.] 
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shops in Rockhampton, and they nro also 
esta.blishC'd in T0\vn~villc 1 Charters 
Tovvcrs, arcd oth0r places, and w1~ hope 
soon to haYc thorn all over Queensland." 

n~ further said-

" Not only do Stnto butcher shop·. pro· 
vide cheap meat, hue tho effcet of their 
esbblishment has compelled other shops 
to bring their prices do\vn." 

It '•:ould be interesting to know w,h .t stand 
that hon. rrcrrdJer takes a.t tho rn·r ;:;eq£ ilrnr 
l·egn r.ding those shop:::.. l-Ie caD not very -.,n:ll 
do otherwise than adopt the same c;tand. 

Mr. Gr">:DSOX: You do not know him if 
you f'::l} tha.t ho cannot do othenvise. 

Mr. FAHRELL: 'While I "as rcarlinl( the 
13peer~h of ihc hon. rnornbPr for ~ormr~1b_. I 
took out l}lf'SO c·xtract;:J rt•garding his ren1ark.3 
on State lmtclwr shop:•. l noticed that he 
"id. in reply tG th, then member for 

'TOO\Y001llb8.-

" ~\ll I can say is, that cverv IAbnur 
'rat' is ecrappcd out o[ the rubbi;h tin 
and made a Liberal lca.der." 

I am sure thnt the remarks b·. the.t hon. 
member \Vilh regard to the Stale butehcr 
shops \Yer0 eincere, and I believe iho hon. 
member think• the eame tG-day. 

:'11r. PETERSOX: They could have rcciucocl 
their prices still further. 

Mr. F),RRELL: I am sure that. if tho 
11inistcr in cha.rgo of the State I~nterprisc~ 
Department could not rednce the price of 
meat in the State butch~r shops still fm iher, 
then I have not got much faith in the abilit·. 
of tho hon. member fGr Normanb .. to do so. 
To show that the price Gf moat iu the Shtc 
shops in Rockhampton has been oon•iderabl;.
reduced, and to show that the Employers' 
Federation-I hope the lwn. mombet· for 
Toowong will notice this-recognised ~hat the 
State butcher shops were affecting printto 
onterpri:"c in H.ockhampton, let nlP read a 
letter wl>ich was sent tG the Commissioner 
for Trade by ~1r. J. J. V crney. the sd·retary 
of the EmplGyers' Federation in Hockhamp
tGn-

" The master butchers of Rockh~rnpton 
have in truceu me tG approach yGu with 
the suggestiGn that all retail butchers 
shops in this city, including your State 
shops, should a.dhere to the uniform price 
of meal as fixed by the Pricos Commis
sioner. At the present time. of course. 
:you are a"\varc your shops are solling moat 
at considerably loss than the proclaimed 
prices.'' 

DGes the hon. member for Normanby know 
that?-

" In justice to the master butchers it 
must bo mentioned that they are in crery 
instance adhering tG the legitimate prices. 
Shonkl you be prepared to mrrintein the 
fixed prices the master butchers have 
authorised me to say that they aro will
ing to do the same and fuliy reciprocate 
your efforts." 

'There is ''a letter from the Employers' Federa
tion in Hockhampton to the CommiS3ioner for 
'I'rade asking him tG got the State shops 
to increase the prico of their meat and bring 
jt up into line with private enterprise. The 
Minister in charge of that department, who 
has the interests of the people Gf Rockhamp-

[ JJ r. Farrell. 

ton at hea'i·t, refused to agree to the sugges
tion. 

GoVERN11ENT :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FAHRELL: I think that is the answer 
direct to tho hon. member for Normnl"b':. 
wlw says tnat the price of meat should l)c 
o.iill further reauced. The interest• that he 
represents :cm1 on the opposite sick of thn 
House b that letter alone show th .t he 
s~~a-nds, not for a rd<.luciion in the pricP of 
rr·cat, but for an increase. 

I \Yonld like to make a few CGmmcnts 
on lhe \Yorkers' Homes Act. which has been 
introduced bv thio Government. Here. again, 
I probabl~, ~peak with more authority than 
most members on this side of the HoJse, 
lwcauoo it was in RGckhampton that the 
>chomo was firc.t initiated. I am pleased tO 

sav that alre:tdy fourteen homos lmvc boon 
lwilt in Rockhampton under I his Ad: and 
while I was in RockhanJntou during the last 
WC· k-ond. I had no few m: th:1n sixteen peGple 
coming to sr _ nte wanting to take advantage 
of the liberal conditions provided under the 
Aet. I notice that the hon. member for 
Enoggera, when spC'akin~ to this n1otion, 
aclYocatcd a scheme wherebv hPtter conditio!ls 
still should be brought in lG enable a young 
man who wanted to n1arry to get a home ?f 
l1is own. I do not think the hon. member 1s 
.;incorc. bccau:"o, vYhcn his GovernmPnt were 
in pov.er, they either did not want to brin;,; 
in thio ~\et, or dse tlwv did not ha\'e sufficient 
statosn1aw:;hip to brini it in. 

Mr. MORGAN: Thev broug-ht in the \York 'rs' 
D'.rcllings Act, and the Labour party opposed 
it. 

].lr. FARRELL: HGW many people have 
taken advantage of the \York:p-;·;3' D ,ycllin~s 
Act since the vYorkcrs' Homeo Act W"\S 

j)Usoed? 

Mr. J\IORGAN: They have no money-that 
is why. 

Mr. F ARRELL: The reason why they clo 
not. take adyanta gc of the \Y Grkers' Dwellings 
Act is becaueo everv applicant ha,; to find 
at least one-fifth. or 20 per cent on the capital 
,-aluc of his house. 

Mr. GLEDSO:-<: Twenty-five per cent. 

Mr. FARRELL: Twcnt~·-five per c.ent.-I 
thank the hon. member f~r Ipswich for his 
correction. On a £600 house he would have 
lo put down a deposit of £150. For a similar 
house under the \Yorkors' IIom?s Act the 
worker would be asked to put dov·n a depGsll 
of £30. The hon. member for Murilla prides 
himself on the fact that his Government 
introduced the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act. 

i\:1r. MoRGAN: Hundreds of \YGrkcrs hav8 
taken adYantage of that \et and thousands 
and thousands of pounds have been advanced 
to them. 

Mr. F ARRELL: I agree with the hon 
member that it is an excellent Act, but the 
puty I represent haY<' paesed an Act which 
extends to the worker much more liberul 
conditions. Frmn the worker's point of view 
-which I loGk at mmo than anything ebo
he is more able to get a homo under the 
\VG!·kers' Homes Act than under the Workers' 
Dwellings Act, where he had to find a denosit 
of 25 per cent. when lodging his applicatioa. 

Mr. MORGAN: The better conditiGns :,e 
obtained in those days enabled him tG fiilci 
that deposit more readily than he is able w 
dG now. (GGYernment dissent.) 
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Mr. F ARRELL: Another bogey introduced 
in Rockhampton, particularly at that memor
able b.:· -election, was another ~.\et introduced 
by the Secretary for Public Works, :hat is tho 
Unemployed Workers lnsumnce Act. The 
first we heard in Rockhampton during the b~-
eledion-and the Minister and several other 
of my colleagues can bear me out-of tlle 
\\·orkers' uncrr1ploynlont insurance fund fron1 
my friends in opposition-some of whom I 
recognise here ·to-night-(laughter)-was that 
the workers of Rockhampton would have to 
Pf<} 3s. per week out of their wages towards 
this scheme. This certainly frightened a great 
number of workers of Roekhampton. Th-~ 
following Frida:., the Secretary for Public 
Works came to Rockhampton and explained 
that the actual contribution of the workcc 
towards this scheme was half the price of a, 
packet cf cigarettes-3d. per week. Last 
week-end, wh~n I was in Rockhampton, I 
met a deputatwn of the Australian Workers' 
Union, who came along to sec me about the, 
administ_ration of the Act. and every one of 
them vow•,d the opinion that it was eacily Lho 
finest r\c·t that had been put on the statute
book during the whole of the period th<F 
L·1bocrr has boon ir, power. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Yet they call it the 
" Loafers' Paradise Act." 

Mr. VOWLES : .Is it in operation yet? 
The TREASURER : Yes. 

Mr. SIZER : You ha vo started to collect the 
premiums, but the "\.et is not operating. 

I\Ir. F ARRELL: The hon. member for 
Sandg-ate was one of those who said it was 
g-oing to cost the workers 3s. a week. AftPJ' 
the criticism levelled at this Act in Qcweas
land, I . took . the trouble to get into com
':llumcanon "1th fnends in England regard
lug a srrnllar Act and its working there. ='Tot 
only was I succc%ful in getting the informa
tion. but my friends sent mfl the cal'd used 
in England. The only difference bdw•33n 
the Act administered in Queensland and the 
Act administ0recl in England is that m 
Queensla;>d the worker pays 3d. a week, 
whercas_m England he pays 7d.; but instead 
of dn,v,wg- the amount that is drawn by the 
worker 1n Quoensla.nd, he draws on an averc~;e 
Ss.. per W( ek le~·;. · 

Mr. VoWLES: It does not apply to all 
WlCIY~ployed VIOl'kPfS 

Mr. FARRELL: I belic·w the hon. member 
is right. There is another scheme that I 
hope before loug the Labour Gove:·nment of 
QucPnsland will also place before tho ,,]cctor.; 
of Queensland, and that is a sclwma of 
na~ionnl insurance against ill-health, such as 
ex1sts m England to-day. The workers d 
England arc also insured against ill-health 
as well as agamst unemployment, and tho 
amount of payment per week, as shown bY 
the cards I have in my possosion, is 7d. pe~
week. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It was not 
party which introduced that 
England. 

[8.30 p.m.] 

the Labour 
scheme m 

C'.1r. FARRELL: No; but it was a 
]';' ationalist Administration in Queensland 
that criticised it as it now exists. 

I am going to replv to a few of the 
criticisms le;-elled at this side of the House 
chiefly with that by the hon. member fo~ 

Cunningham, in reg-ard to the department in 
which I have served all my life. I believe 
that I can safe!:- say that I can speak with 
some authority on this question-the qnes
tion of 0ducation in Queensland. The hon. 
member for Cunning-ham, when speaking on 
a motion three nights ago, said that th0re 
shoulcl be more schools built in Queensland, 
and that the expenditure on schools in the 
country should be greater, that facilities 
should be proYided. and that extra money 
should be spent. I must say that I agree 
with the hon. member. 

0PPOSI'l'ION :31EJ.IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FARRELL: I think that, if any 
department in (~ueensland- should be well 
provided for and should hav~ m-cry facility 
at its disposal, it is the Education Depart
ment. 

0PPOSITIOK l\1Eo!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

:Mr. l\1oRGAK: I am surprised. 

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. gentleman need 
not be sm-prised, bocau o the longer I am 
in the House the more he will appreciate 
that I am sincere in what I say. I find by 
comparison that the amount expendecl by this 
GoYcrnment on cduC':ction in Quernsland is 
twice as rnuch as the an1ouut expended by 
the Tory GO\·ornmont when that Government 
was in power. 

JYir. 1\IORG.\X: There has been a great 
increase in wages since then. 

Mr. F ARRRLL: I am glad that the hon. 
gentleman admits that the Labour Govern
ruent have increased the sala,rics .of tca.ehers. 
I find that in 1915 the total vote, exclusive 
of works, was £565.133, while last ;year, under 
a Labour Govcrnmf'nt, it arnountcd to 
£1,276.397, or an increase of £711,264-an 
increase ,vhich vvas rnore than the actual 
amount spent by the Tory Uovormncnt. I 
find also 1 hat the proposed yote for this year 
is £1.313,000-a further increase of £37,000 
on last year's Yotc. 

I now come to the part which the hon. 
member was speaking about-the salaries of 
school teachers. In 1915 the Tory Adminis
tration paid £412.000 in salarieo to the 
teachers of Queensland. Last year the Labour 
Government paid £951.000-an increase of 
£538.000, or more than double that paid b:> 
the Tor. GO\-ornment. In 1915 \\O had 1,408 
schools ' m Qneensland. This had been 
increased in 1922 to 1,625. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The population ha•· increased. 

~1r. VoWLES: \Yhat about the revenue? 

Mr. FARRELL: The hon. member is talk-
ing about rev-enue. Has he been so long in 
the Hou-c and does not know yet that we· 
do not get rev-enue from the Education 
Department? (Laughter.) Tho number of 
teachers in 1915 ,., as 3,803, and last year it 
had inci-eased to 4,327, chiefly due, I admit, 
to the extra number of schools built by the 
Labour Administration. Hon. members oppo
site arc great believers in higher wages. 
They will be surprised to learn the amount 
of salaries paid by their Government before 
the advent of a Labour Administration. In 
1915, a Class IIL teacher, after serv-ing a 
five years' probation and passing five exami
nations, was paid the munificent sum of £150 
per annum. 

lJir. Farrell.] 
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Mr. VOWLES: Equal to £300 per annum 
110"\V. 

Mr. F .\RRELL: In 1923 the same Class 
IIT. teacher, under a Labour Government. is 
paid £285. A Clacs IT. teacher in 1915 
received £210, as compared with £350 in 
1923. A Class I. teacher. after pa•'l'ng 
examinations which are equal to B.A. stan-
dard at the prPscnt time, received £270, as 
·compare-d "·ith £410 now. 

I am not so much concerned with the policy 
of this Government with regard to tho 
inf'rcase of salariPs as I arn with tho general 
fncilitic· that ban· been granted to the 
children of this Stato to acquire a good 
education. The Tory Goyernn1ent) -when in 
pO\I'Cr, placed an iniquitcus tax on the chil-
1:lron of the State b.-,- asking them to bring 
along quarter nw1w~y at the end of each 
quarter to supply S('hool rcquisitL·"'. Irnrne
diately the Labom party g·ot into power that 
.quarter rnonoy \vas abolir:.;hcd, and no further 
poli tax was placed upon the children. 

Mr. VowLES: \Ye supplied the children 
with a number of other things. 

l\Ir. FARR!~LL: :'-Jot only wa·" the quarter 
n1onet· cut out, but now the childn~n rcceiYc 
frco booh, pencils, copy-boob, rublH•ro, and 
other incidentals conllt'rted \Yit.h thei1· work. 
The "·hulo of 1he things prcYiou,lc: Sllppliod 
b:- th,, scholar himsplf are now pro,-ided free 
of charge by the L<1 hour Gon~rnrncnt. 

There is another important feature. and 
that applies to ihe scconda,r_,. Pducation of our 
children. Ii do not think that hem. mPmbers 
on oi'her side of the IIou.oe will clcnv that 
this is a YNJ imporL,nt mbject. I find 
that the Labour GoYcrnmcnt have made such 
proYi:3iun for .:::.ec~Jnda,·y education in Queens
land that last year l.~o3 children. !J:, passing 
scholarship cxamitwtious, \YOre entitled to a 
free secondarv ('duc~atjon at thP Gnunmar 
Schools. A!o' that 1.600 children in (~uPons
land, b_v passing a High School examination, 
arc entitled to a frcc st'Condarv school c•du
c ,tion in the High Schools of Queen,Jand. 

Before passing from thic suhjr "t. I '' onld 
like to rnak .... ~ a n•f1('ctioll ln c mnt>cticn1 "-iL1 
tlw I-ligh Schools and the Cr.11nmat· Sehoo;::; 
a~ thP\~ f·'{ist at, the 1 itnt'. 1 
and do not op{liogic,_, it. that 
Gramnu1r SchooLs 1n ()ul·-~~J ought to l1e 
nationaiiscd. ' 

GOVERNThlENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FARRJ'LL: T think that the ought 
to be brought unclf'l' thP dirt•ctiun c,·mtrol 
of thr' Stat''· On], this I l'"ceiy, cl 
a letter fron1 OlH~ of the· a, ... ·.j,j;l rni:-;t;·~)~ . .-t'~ 
of one of t/1c prineip.al school:' in RoC'k
hampton, con1plulniug of the cL~ss cli~bnction 
which "·as m1de in the R<'t·kiHPnpton Gi,- 1<' 
Gramrr1ar School b0t ·, cen the ,,·ork r's chli...-J 
and thc- child who is there as .a. pa.id boarder 
-br-twoen 'cholar,hip child ;nHl a child 
br·longing to a \YC'J.I1-hv pe-rson , ht. n:1 id for 
h~r edueution at thP (;r.Pllrnal' SchoOl. Thi~ 
i'l n. 11roblcm ~\l1!rh the 8t'rrf'tarv fol' Public 
Instruction "-ill ha\'C to face sooner or later. 
It is a vcr'T serious problem. und trJ-da v t 
shnd whole-hoartedlv behind tlw lliP,''l 
Schools of Que"nsland a~ against the Gram
mar Schools. I think the hon. nwmbcr for 
Oxloy was well on the right traek t-his aftPr
nnon when he rdened to the e'CcPI!ont work 
ol ilu:, Technical Coll<'ges. In Queensland 
to-day we arc turning out too many clerks 
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and iypisl'3 and not su:ffi~i<•nt trndr:-·,m0n, 
an cl the fnnlt lies \Yit h the Crammai' 
Rchools of QU(•AJJslancl. If the s:, stc-n <>i 
1-Ii~h Sc.:hoo1:.:., State~ Schools, and_ T{'chnH'H1 
Coll0gcs in (~uet'md and \vas c;arrt;d ont · ,) 
the full ldtcr and Gra •lllnar S ·hoots dropp od 
altogether, \\'8 would lu~Ye in s?nw n1easuce 
a soiut ion of the prob!Pr1 w~F'~. the hoP 
DH~lllb(~r for C~dcy rPfl'l"t'l'd to 1n his addn~s.,-; 
to-night.. I can spPah.. £r-on,1 pe~·son~l kno·.v
lcdo·e of the c eellent \York thut_Is bt'Ing done 
in o tho Rockhalllpton Tt>chnicn1 Coll.(:ge. 
There facilitlc'i are for ap1n·enuc·e'3 
to get an expert of the1~· trad\·~, 
aLd onlv a couple of when. tnu 
electric., light scherne \V a~ put Hl·._o 

opPration iu Rockhallll)i..on, I, CO{npau~. 
with 111 v collt•agLw, the hon. lllCrnl.H:r. for 
Fitzro,y, ~ nu.ulo rl'pi:c"eutations io th?. =-\-ill~!S
t~>r and he iinn1ed1atd~- nu1.d1.~ 1_n·ons1on ,or 
a~ ~·la·-.s in ell'ctrica 1 il'tl de_ snbjt'ds at Uw 
Rockhampton Tcchnjcal College. and that :.:1 

going t,o be of great bondit to the ?0'·.·5 vdw 
are :1.pvrenticc;d to that tra.dc at the pn•:-::eut 
tiu1e. 

I \>ould like to say a, were! ahout '''Jme-
thiug ·shich is c~f r.n~tioual im~HJ_rta~IC~ , ~~ 
(~uN_'nJlaJ;d; and Hl tn1s c:1·_ c· 1 nl,tJ ptol.J.L,l~<Y 
h tso to sav \\llH.'h uot alto-

~·her fit ·in \\ ith \ 1c '\ ,-; so all) h~~IL 
n~elllbPr·~ ott tL1s 8idc of the Ho us_'- l l'eLt~r 
to the training of te~thL'l'S. At. !he present 
tinw Quet~nsL.l.-lld 1;-: to be coinplllJlented <J~l 
tlle ealibrc of its t)tate school IL'c.tl'ht~l':::, anll 
r:obodv r•: O'~ni::-c:::> that lllOH' tln:u1 UH' SL'-2-
reta rv'" for P-ublic l11:-:tru1·tion. Hut_ \VC hav'J 
t<> fa~·~· facti' as. wo fir.d them, :-~ nJ ~ ilnd, .on 
[n0 1~i 11 rr un tlH~ l(.lst report ot tht-' hducaucn 
De~; 1r~111e~Jt, thnt jn r?c ~,_.hoob oi tl1e ~urt.~ 
lu one narticular d1::.:tn('t the lJUnlLH!l:' ot 
untra.incd" tl'..t< ht'rs rq)resents -~4.6. pc.:~· cent. 
of the totaJ teaclH•rs in ttwt eh 't':;c~, ~ 
eannot, hl'lp bu!". remark, \Yhen I 1o?k IOl_l~tu 
thi~ bP<Httiful bujlding aild ~Cl' th_P ln.'.a!lt tft..;_l 
architC>ctnrel vY_hat a wundPrful n~u1d 1t .r~L~:-~: 
have been which ~ugg. 1t~_•d tlu~ LL•'.luti.±ul 
archlt('cturE'. Hut }w-~.- nlUll\~ ot U3 tl_nn~ 
\YhaL a \sondl'dul te:tc.i1er it v.as v:ho trallte.'-.l 
t:wt w-..."-1dt~rlul 111ind ._hat ~J I:~·ned. tlus 
l',;autiful 81rur·ture; a1v1 it is thtit po~n~ I 
vvunt to nHtke in connPct..iou wjth the tJ'a1n1ng 
of h'achL'l'~ in Qu~en:sbnd. I gi\ o place to 
no o1w in 111\' appl'L-ciutlon of the great W<?r~{ 
that hao bc0n done by the unclassihed 
~eachPrs in (~uf'ensland. Their. wor~.;: has 
bC'cn n1ag:uifice1Jt under 1110:-it tr:nn_~ circn_m
~tallCf'"· 'l 1hn point we haYo to arnve at IS: 
llow arc we going to giye thp,;;e t(l _cl~er_"' ·17 
opr: Jrtunit;' of bec;miug . specHdltitS-! 
l ,t..•cau..;(. when \YC get the chlld ut :.chool, 
the i..c acher has the n1ost · .. ondl'rful PO\\ ~r 
in thP \\orld O\"Cr thnt child's HliiHi--mo·rt:: 

[lU\Yl'l' than all th" Parliaments of the world 
Jle <. ·u1 n1ake or 1nar this child's hfP, aceord
luo· to whether he is trained and ckillcd cc 
whether h.....: j.:i u1nr._Lined und un:;killed. }lost 
hon. member, preseut tu-da:c haYe chtldrcn 
oF their o1-:n, and can recognise the fore~ 
of lllV argUDlt~Dt. rrhe g-re:alest work in l,he 
c ;mn;unitv to-da_7 is the work of tht~ ~tate 
school tt>~chcr. I an1 going to subn1it :-1. 

proposal to the Sccretar:y for Public Instruc
tion, who is interc .,ted 111 pducatwn.al ·work 
in Queensland; a,nd th0 best compliment 
that has been paid to him sinco he has b<·0o1 
Minister is in the Ltct that on:Y recc<1tl;. 
the secl'ctarv of the Queensland" Teachc·re' 
L nion, in r'mnarking a.s to who \vas hk~ty 
to becomo the now Secretarv fol' i'ubl"' 
Inst·ruction, said, "I hope, f:;; far i'.s ibis 
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umon rs concerned, that the I-Ion. Joh:::t 
H uxhrun will be retained as St'eretarv for 
Public Insi,ruction in Queensland."' 1 't1•ml
that is a very line compliment to tho 
Minister, coming '" it doe. from the offici a I 
head of the Queensland Teachers' Union. 
The pro:)o~ -.1l I would suggest in conuection 
with the i raining of teacher. in Queensland 
is this: \Vo ail know that the examination 
-s:-storn, ns it exists to-day, j:-; probably not 
all it shonlcl be; but we also know that, if 
th0~·e wa~ net an cxarnina tion :~ysteu1 ~~ 
whJCh teachers would be compelled to stnd_; 
certain subjects, tl>cn those subject·' \vould 
not be studied. 

I find I ha \'O only a few minutes left ai 
my disposaL hut l shall probably ha vo r.ll 
opportunit;. of dcaling with this matter when 
the Estimates of the Dcpa'l·tmcnt of Pub 1 c 
Instruction aro bt:ing consider,-,] Briefl,v, l 
would sugg.st that psychology and logic be 
r~~adc con1pulsney suUjcct.::; vnth teacher~-:, so 
that they will be forced t-o studv them- and 
n I might be pardoned for sayi~g it, I 'wout.J 
suggrc;,t that logw ut lcu~t be ruade a cor!1-
pulsory subject for nH'InbPr,, of Padiament
particularly as applicrl to m0mbers of the 
Opposition. (LaughtPr.) In adrlition to that 
I would suggest that for these un..:~lassiHeJ 
tc.a:h.ers in Central anrl Xorthcrn Queensland 
trarmng schools be 'stablishcd at Hockhamp
ton aud To\Yncville-a central school at 
RocldwLHpton and a central school at Towm
,~illc\ and that unclassified teachers at pro
~·cnt in chargp ~d schools should bo braught 
1nto these schools: serYC thete for two years, 
so that tlwy wrll become at !oast fairi" 
skilled in thPir work, and then be allowed 
to go out a.gain. I \vould suggc~,t that to 
the Secretary for Public Instruction for hm 
consideration. I would like to have had the 
DlJj)ortunity of dcaJing 'vith this rnatter iu a 
much more co1npleto 'vay, but I want to 
refer to one otlH~r rnuttcr to which hon. 
ne embers . opposite have taken a groat deal 
-of exceptiOn. and that is the decision of the 
~linifitt'r to ha vo Australian hi.:;tory tau~:l1t 
m the Queensland ochools. As a t.eacht _. of 
[;[teen year'' experience. not onlv wculd 
I have Australian historv taurrht' in the 
schools of Australia, but also" Australiaa 
geography, Australian poetry, Australian 
so:1gs, ~nd Aubtr~lian literature, so that ·,ye 
m1ght mcul< tt.c m the young children of 
Queensland !hat he :tlthy Australian sentiment 
at wlucl~ . wo arc aiming. (Hear, hear!) 
\\·hen cntrc1sm was _levelled at th8 Secretary 
for Pnblw Inotructwn for enforcing in tho 
St:ttc schools tho teaching of Australian 
history. hon. members opposite triad to draw 
rc~1 ?crnngs across 1 he track and a('cuse the 
1\IJ;l!Ster of clislo' alty or of something else 
which Jc akm to their slurs about com
Inunisrn, Bolshcvisu1, &c. 

The TREASURER: Loyalty to Australia is 
the lnglwst form of patriotism. 

Mr. F AHRELL: I quite agree with tho 
hon. gontlcrnan. In order to be loyal to 
Australia, we should t'each Australian litera
tur.e, Au:;<tr~lian _poetry? Australian songs, 
and Austral tan h1story 1n the State schools 
of Queensland. There was th,, same opposi
twn and the >'.tme criticism levelle-d at the 
Minister when he brought in a regulation 
P,bout salutmg- thn lJ nion Jack in the 
schools of Queensland. From my own experi
ence, I can say that o£ the whole of the 
s•chools of Central Queensland I onlv know 
of one "chool where the chrldreJ1 'had to 

L·ow do-w~ and s~tluto the -union Ja<!..: each 
n:nnung b~"for c t hc'v '\ c·:t 1 nto ~chool. I 
"~l\t .1 in that school, and it is a sigJL:flC'ant 
thi?g that, whilfl at the other schools in 
wlnch I served the children were manly, 
uprig·ht. loyal, and patriotic, in the school 
\:ben~ they brtJ to bow (1

0'iYn and salute the 
lT!oion ,Jack thcv treated the flag as a scrap 
of lJapcr or FcS ~orncthing beneath contempt. 
It was a ;,i.;nificant fact also that the 
jn~pector w1ll'll t'XU!llining th~:t school 
l'eportC'd that the tone of the school had 
.dcl.L·rioratcd considerably since th<' last 
ir,srPction. I cOlll}}liment thP Scc.Tctar:,r for 
Public Instruction on the stand he has taken 
iu regard to the soluting of the flag in State 
schoo.ls. Let us not haYe the outward signs 
of loyalty, Lut let the children, by their 
own method'.· their own actwns, and therr 
own work, show that they arc loyal first of 
all to themsclYes, and, aboYe all, loyal to 
L\. ustralia. 

GovERXl\IENT 1'11E~IBERP: Hear, hear! 

:Hr. F AHHELL : I intended to deal with 
Rockhan1ptan'~ position, and the great work 
that the Go,-,crnmcnt have done !or Central 
Queensland sinco Labour got into power; 
but the time at my disposal is very short, so 
I will just briefly run over the main things. 
The Uovernrncnt by granting concessions to 
Central Quecnsland-by their deoontralisa
tion policy-have made it possible that in 
a few ,ears it will not be necessary for me 
tu come dovrn to Brisbane, bee a n~f' I 
think the Labour party's policy of develop
ment in Central Queensland has been such 
that in a few years Central Queensland will 
bn created into a now State. 

Mr. VowLES: Lot it be soon. (Laughter.) 

1\lr. FAHHELL: I am sure that the hon. 
m:ember-who has no interest at all in 
Central Queconsland, who belongs to the old 
()ueen 5trcot Government which denied 
Central Queensland its rights for so many 
voars-will be glad t.o see us go back again. 
So long as there is a Labour Administration, 
Central Queonsland need not be afraid, and 
I for one will be pleased when I can sit in 
the Parliament at Rockhampton, the capital 
city of that State. The cotton industry, the 
Broadmount port, the coal export, the Ulam 
rwcrble fluarries, the opening up of the 
Mount Chalmers mine, and the growth of 
tho dairying industry are important factors 
which are e;oing in the future to create the 
State of Central Quoenslall(J, and ~orthern 
Queensland afterwards. nfy friend the hon. 
member for Tmvnsville I see is not here. 
(Laughter.) 

Labour's policy of decentralisation includes 
the following works:

BurnPtt 'chemc 
Dawson Valley 
:'-Jorth Coast Hailway 
Hail way construction and 

rolling-stock 
Longreach-Winton Railway 
School buildings. VI e'twood 

Sanatoriun1, and public 
buildings 

C'oaJ export tre de (rolling
stock) 

New railway station (Hock-
hampton) 

J\' ew goods shed 
Water Scheme Loan ... 
Harbour Board 

£4.0'10.000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 

2,000.000 
600,000 

150.000 

100,000 

50,000 
20,000 

300,000 
100,000 

£11,320,000 

JJlr. Fan·ell.] 
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~of which over £5.000,000 has been spent. 
I am very. much interested in the sugar 
mdustry. Lnst v.·epk at Rockhampton a 
rcpresonta t1 ve body of people from Y eppoon 
placed bc•fore me their pmposition for grow
mg sugar-cane again in that district. They 
have decided to put in 5 acr<'s each as a 
te't and supply cane to the Millaquin mill, 
and, if the price ,yorks out favourablY Yop
Pf on will again be ono of the foren1ost 'suga-r
producing districts in the State. 

In conclusion, I would likP to say that the 
Secretary for Agricultur0 has been most 
considerate t.o the people of Central, Que,ms
land, and I would ask him to give considera
tJon to the g-ro\ring of tea also in that 
district. I have been informed that the 
climate of Y eppoon is very similar to that 
of Ceylon, and l hope that ho will at least 
allow an experiment to be made in the 
gro?·ing of tea in that district. I thank hon. 
members for the attention which they have 
g1von m0. 

GOVERNli!E;,;T 1\IE~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

J\Ir. DEACO)I (Cunninglwrn): I h~YO to 
congratu1ate the hon. mcmbc•r for Rockhamp
ton on his maiden spec eh and on the· sine ritv 
of hi~ belief in the Government. l hope th:tf. 
as time goes on, ho ·will not bt• ns di:--
nppointod as I bayc• been. (Laughior.) I 
must confc:;s that I would not like tc1 haYc 
tlw responsibility of a·dministcring £13,000.000 
of tlw people's money on mv shouldrets with 
the prospects which arc ahead a.t the prc,ent 
tnnc. I \vant io congratulate the {~ovcrn
~nent on having irnrn·ovcd a litUe, as thel'e is 
1n the Finant_:_:ia1 Statr·n1cnt a ch>.;irc ( xrn·es·:E'·l 
f(,r econorny. They hav(· C,{prc'>.sod not onlv 
a desire to bring the expendi turo within the 
rcvGHlue, but. also, as Ltr as t.hc .,. ean, to 
secure stability in the finances of the State. 
I sympathise with the Treasmcr in ihe diffi
culties facing him ut the pre,cnt time. Thev 
aro not only of his own bringing- on but ar'3 
the fanlt of those sitting behind him. If \\C 

t·t~c. ~\VH~,· the rrrca;:;urel' and his re.sponsible 
J\_hnistcrs, tho rest of hon. n1embcl'..:; opvo
sJtc are the mo~t unrepentant cro d YOU 

could lind r,ny"·here. (Laughter.) Ollt;ide 
the front bench I have not heard a sing!" 
Pxpression of regret for anything [.hat ha~ 
been donc~no desire expres''cd to do an"· 
blette~·; They ha,vo ~1ot C\~en ~ongrntulated 
t~1e lrea:-;urer on h1:s desno for ecouornv. 
There are some things that one cannot help 
feehng dtf.satJsfied with. First of all I think 
.v,.ce a.ro .:::;pending far too 1nuch lo:;u{ moneY. 
It is not so much the amount of monev spen't, 
but th~ rcsul_ts wo are gctti11g from the 
expenditure \/hlch are so unsatisfuctorv. \Vc 
lmve had very little advantage dw'i;lg the 
last mght years from the mono,,- \YO lmve 
spent. If v:e have any dif!iculty ;;, renewing 
the loans, and Queensland has to L1c" an 
additional interest bill of £10J,OOG or 
£200,000, hon. members opposite ,,-ji] be 
r':oponsible for the position. (G-ove,·mw•nt 
dissent.) There are so many things which 
~he Government have not managed well and 
tram whwh there will not be any return. It 
is either bad management or bad luck. 

A GOVEHNMEXT 11E;IIBER: Bad luck. 

Mr. DEACON : If it is bad luck. financiers 
do not like people who have bad lLJCk. Thc•y 
hke people to b~ lucky in their enterprises. 
There aro very !~w of the State enterprises 
wluch show a proht, flnd very few of thorn in 
connection with which the outlav can be 
recovered. Take the cattle stations". E;-en if 
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the management is all right now, thev wero 
bought when cattle wore booming and at a 
price w.hich they had never reachnd pre-

viously in the history of Aus-
19 p.m.] tralia. The GovernmL•nt actually 

bought their own land b'Lek at a 
higher price than it was worth. It is not 
such enterprises as that which make them 
\Yelcome on the London market o1' any other 
market. 

There is cause for disappointment iu tho 
Emnllness o[ the conc>!Ssion~ vvhich arc to be 
made m taxation. I understood at election 
time that ,,~o \1 ...?re g-oing to receive nrany 
ccncessions. It \\as duly understood that 
they wNc to be greater than the Financial 
Statement disclose>s, and I expected that the 
Uovernmcnt vvoul.d keep their prornist· ~ in 
that respect, particularly since they 1vere to 
benefit the small man. 

The 'Treasurer expects this year to gL't an 
jucreased reYenuc. I arn not going to say 
that he is wrong, because I am not a finan
cier. Ho mcty get it, and ho ma•' get less. 
There are dif!icultics in front of him A 
drought proYails at prc,ent. Only one indus
try is really flourishing~that is, the; wool 
industry; and the incornc tax frotn Lhc \Vool 
industrv cannot well be more than it is. 
There -\vi!! ccrtainlv be £ewer bhccn this YC'ar 
than last year, and it is quite poS'ible 'that 
the Treasurer will have to face the fact that 
be will receive a great deal le:33 r{~venuo 
h·om that ~ource than at any timo during tho 
btst eig.ht ycctrs. 

I am son"'.' that the land tax is to be con
iin.u0d, particularly I.Yithout any incl'~ase in 
ih9 c:xcrnption. \Ye arc to have a ri,-e in the 
exemption under the In< omc 'Ltx Act to 
£250. but 0\Yners of land worth mo;·,, than 
£1.500 or £2.500 have a c1pital tax levied 
on thern ''+tether they get an incon1e or not. 
Not the slightest concc·"5iou is 1o be Inado to 
them. TJwy n1ay have a bad yc:1 r and a 
sma!l income. but still, they have to rny their 
l<md tax. A land tax can lJe justitll'd for 
<;nl:; one purpose and that is in Jrtler to 
break up big estates or prevent their forma
tion; but so far the result in that dirc,ction 
from our land tax has been dis'lppointing. 
::'\othing like the amount of la.ncl has been 
put on the market at anything lik~ the price 
which \..Yas expect,cd. There i~ uD jn:--t.iflca.tion 
vvhatovcr for in1posir;.g a tax on capital v_,]Jic,h 
happens w be in the form of land. )/u other 
clns'j is treated in that 'vay. It is fair to pay 
a tax on inromo; it is not fair to have to pay 
it on on3 form of capital only. lf the Go
vernment wish to tax ca.pital, owners of 
cr,pital of all kinds should be trc,1tcd alike. 
It is just as reasonable to tax money in tho 
bank as land. Ev"rybody sh{mld be put on 
the same level in rnatters of taxation, and 
there is this to be said in fa.vom of that 
:-_:~~stern~tha t, if the 1noncy we now get h·orn 
land tax were obtained bv income tax, the 
State would raitie JUSt as· much n1ono· and 
the larger lv ndownors could be made to pay 
their full share in the same wav as tlwv do 
through the land tax. It woufd b" fait· to 
everybody, and nebody could complain. 

I was disappointed to see that a saving 
was made la et year in the Estima tcs of the 
Department of Public Instruction. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTRUOTION : 
Did I hear you say that we were very 
extravagant? 

Mr. DEACON: I certainly was disap
pointed, because I do not think that the 
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Department of Public Instruction gets its 
fair share of money. There is no room for 
econnmy in that clopartmcnt. I am not quar· 
relling with its administration, but I say 
that it was wrong to •avo a penny of the 
mono:. allotted, because there was work that 
shoulcl have been done, work that was worth 
doing, work that would have been the best 
paying work in the State. I think that wo 
should not take much notice of anv com· 
parison betwcPn the cost of materi~l now 
and that in yf'ars gone by, bccau_,e \\'C have 
tD remember that if things do cost mme now 
the people who have to bear the burden of 
taxation receiYe more; on the average their 
incotncs arc· larger. \Ve spend unlin1ited 
amount's of n1onov in other directionR which 
\Ve should sp0nd 'on cduf'ation, and. if tht'l'P 
is any placP which is ••ntitlcd to a school and 
which has the rN]uisite number of childr"n 
reach to attend it, \H~ should give a. school 
to tl:nt place without regard to the cost. . If 
we have as a result to .ave in other dirCC· 
tions. let us ~save; if '"e h,ave to put on rnore 
taxation, let us do so. 

Tm~ SECHETARY FOR PcBLrc I~STRcCTION : 
Then you "~iJl squeal about the burden on 
the taxpayer. 

Mr. DEACO"" : I do not think anybody in 
the countrv wnnld complain of thut. I think 
we ~houlc( do our dnt~,~ in that rc;;;pcct, and 
I hope that there will lw no saYinp; in the 
Eshnwb.:.>9 this vC'ar. I 1ook fm'\\ anl to see1ng 
an increase in' the an1ount allo-wed to this 
dopartlnont, to \Yhieh the Govf'l'nmcnt ought 
to givt_ -con~idoration above all othoPs. 

'\VP aro sp0nding a. large arnount of ll10ll?Y 
on the Main Roads Board. When the Rail
wa~v Department -..rish to build a. raihvay 
which is goinp; to cost £5,000 a mile. they 
haYe to table in this House .a p1an, ~cchon, 
and bnok of reference, showinp; how they 
propose to spend the money, and tlwv haYe 
to get parliamentary authont;~ for the work. 
But in building rnain roads we JUf!t ha~.d 
over the moneY to the ill1ain Roads Board m 
a lump, and they spend it just as thev like. 
I am ~ure that they haYe spent more on many 
roads than they oup:ht to have spent. I 
believe that one of the argument' put for
VYard for th0s0 main roa-ds \.\·a-. a rofPl'l'llC'P. to 
the fine roads that the ancient Romans bmlt. 
buic we have got past that age. A steel road 
is the cheapest road we can build in the long 
run. It is n1orc enduring thrrn a gravel 
road. There is no comparison bch een them, 
a.nd to put a gravd road where \\e shall haYe 
to put a railroad eventual!:;· IS a silly waste 
nl money. 

I am disappointed altogether with the 
result of iho operations of th_c Man~ Roads 
Board. I hardly think that It has Justified 
its existence. I believe it would be better 
to allow the local authorities more money on 
more favourable tPc'mS than at prbcnt, f?r 
then the State would receive better value m 
its roach. Ev0r .chodv expected more from 
the Main Road~ Bc~rd. I th_ink. anybody 
who has b0en in cloce touch wtth It >' dts
appointed with rho re'mlt. \V~ fm_d t~?t only 
2 or 3 miles of road are bmlt m odferent 
shires. It takes a bout two-thirds of the 
shire's revenue for those 2 or 3 miles of road, 
and then it is impos,ible for that shire to go 
anv further in that -direction. ·what is the 
use of 2 or 3 miles when WO want 20 miles 
on the same route? It is impossible to con
struct any greater length of road at the 

present cost. With the present cost and rate 
of construction, this generation will not see a 
main road from ToGwoornba to ·warwick, or 
to any other place. \V c shall only sec it in 
patches. They are very well constructed, 
but thev are too coctlv for tho purposes for 
which thev are intended. The expense in 
connection' with the construction of roads IS 
'vor~e than the cxpen'3e in connection vvith 
the Raihvavs Guarantee Act which rt'ccivcd 
so much c'onclemnation from the present 
Government. Under that Act, when a rail
way was built, the people were only require-d 
to find half of the in lore ·,t on the moncv and 
half of the \Vorklng cost~ oYer a periOd of 
fourteen years, whereas under the ::.\fain 
Hoads Act they h»ve to find half the capital 
and half the interest charg·ec, over a pcricd of 
thirt:: years. They arc worse off, and they 
<l<> not gd oo gcod a result for their money. 
The revenue this year· mace be less than the 
Trca"urcr anticipate."<. \V e ha vc to ron1ember 
that we haYc get the cost of production up to 
an artificial level, and that is bound to result 
in decrc'1s~~d l)roduction; and decrca::;cd lJl"O

duction, parf{eularly in primary productS, is 
bound ro react on other industries and cause 
uncmplo0mcnt, and that will have a certain 
cff0ct on the revenue. \V e co.nnot keep on 
('ontinually raisi!lg the cost of production. 
\Vo cannot rai'e the cost of production beyond 
the cost in other States and countries with 
"hich we compete. In the question of exports 
VIe have to realise that v;c have to compete 
with the cheapest labour markets in the 
\\ 'Jrld. If the consumer is content to pay 
the increacrd eod of production, it is all 
right for the people who produce; but how 
will the \vorking mar: get on when the cost 
of living is artificially raised? How can his 
industry stand any more than it is doing at 
the present time? Can it s1 and compet1tion 
with other countrius whore costs are less'? 
\Ve have been working in a circle. \V c have 
been getting round it by degrees, and in a 
'·hart tinw \\'e shall be in the same position 
that we started fron, when the Government 
first came into power. It i3 not the arnount 
of rr1oney ihat a man or an industrJT recciYes 
that is of imporio~nco, but it is the value 
that can be g-ot for that money. Let me 
take the wheat indnotrv. \Ve used to be 
able to sell wheat at 3~. 6d. a bushel and 
make a profit. but now we can barely make 
a profit "·hen selling at Ss. a bushel. 

Notwithstanding the statement by the 
Treasurer, I con·.~idcl· that :.:ufficicnt econorny 
is not being exercised in the department. 
There is too much economy in some directions 
and too little in others. It c,ccms to me that 
the Government are in a position that any
one gets into who starts out to haYo a good 
time. TheY have had a \vonderful time, 
\Vhen they 'firsr came into power the indus
tries in this State ,,·ere more prosperous than 
they had ever boon in the history of A us
tralia. Never before wore prices so hig-h, and 
never before could the country stand so much 
taxation. The Govoi"nmcnt had all that in 
their fayour, anct now they are faced with 
abnormal times, and it is to be hoped that, 
in their desire for economy, they will not 
~acrifice thn departments that arc worth 
their money, but '"ill economise in those 
departments that have never been a help to 
the State and have never been a help to any 
industr}', and which it is impossible for the 
Governmen' to make pay at present. 

I am not going into any details with 
regard to State enterprises, because they are 

M~·. Deacon ] 
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too numerous. The State enterprises mu t 
be a oore poi,It >vith the Government. vYhen 
thr~~ sec the ]C'-~'\ in thnt direction

1 
I am suro 

thar the·; ·,o·ifh that thcv had never started 
at least 'rhrco-fourths of thorn. and. as time 
goes on, thcv will wish that they had never 
etarted any. 

I listened to the remarks by the hon. mom· 
ber for Rosewood with regard tD insurance 
against drought. The best insurance that 
any man has is in his own management. hi~, 
own mind, and his ·o,~;·n body. J.V1onc IS 

not tho on!- thir~g that is rcqui.rocl. 
There ;<,re rnanv rncn who do not make 
the best use i1C'~''iib:e of the gourl s" ·t~ons. 
Their n1an:1gcJncnt is bad. There nrc a 
great m.my of them who are not in a 
positjon to raise a crop as an insurance 
against drought. \Vhcn I was a younger 
man engaged in vd1Par fanning 've used to 
save the straw. That is not done no\L It 
always came in very useful for feeding the 
stock during a drou5.ht. Tt v,a·~ ge:Jernllv 
responsible for saving the stock during the 
drought. To-day the farmf'rs cannot do tha . 
becau>c I he 'tock are not worth the co ;t 
entailed in that dirPdiou. Thev ha;-e to 
sacrifiep that s~raw. Co:ts have g-onl· up jn 
evPr-v diret:tion. and tliP fa nncrR ran net .Jo 
anyt.hing in the wa.v of in:-uran:··~ ngainst 
droug-ht. In comidcrir1g that maltt,r, on·. h ts 
to tal;:e into account the qucs:iun of cc·t3. 
It is the same with e\·erything·. ~\ll produce 
costs a great dPal 1norc not" tha.n PVL'J' it 
·djd before in the hi~tory of faxrning in th ;~ 
State. This is where the trouble comes in. 
and that i, why they arc alwayJ short. Yon 
can:.ot do it and make it pay. In a great 
many imtances it is better to let tho stock go. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: It i, an inhuman principle 
to allow stock to starve in a drought. 

Mr. DEACO:"J: It mav be; but. when you 
are faced >vith the position of either ldting 
your stock sbtne or stanc yourself, what 
are you going 1o do? 

l\Ir. \Y. COOPER: \Vhat do you suggest? 

Mr. 1IOORr: A change of GDvernmcnt. 

Mr. DEACON: M, sugg"tion, as the hon. 
r11ember for Aubigny says, js a changP of 
Government. The Govermnent have the 
eemedy in their own hands, and it is fvr them 
to apply a remedy. 

I listened with interest to the speech of the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. There arc> 
a few things he 'lrid thRt I would like to 
rPply to. I would f1rst like to say that the 
hon. nH~mbcr loolu•d as if he lTICaEt what hr 
said, whi eh is q uito a conirast to hi:-: col
lr~agnes, w1-Jo do not always say what they 
believe. Spoakir1g· in regard to the State 
ea ttlo stations, the hon. rnen,ber for Hock
hampton ,aid that all owners of cattle had 
tP write ·doYrn their value;;:;. That is one of 
the complaints wo have made against this 
Government-that they have failed to write 
down the y,tJues of their oaUlc and the cattle 
statious. 

l\ir. \V. CoOPER : Arc we re·1ponsible for 
that? 

Mr. DEACO::'\ : Only in 1922 they had 
cattle on the State stations valued at som•'· 
thing like £4 a head when they were not 
worth £1. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: If someone came along 
"nd offered you £1 a head for you c on.Ulc, 
I am sure you would not take it. 

[Mr. Deacon. 

:Yir. l\JORGA:-l: Some cattle have boon sold 
for less than that. 

Mr. LoG.\::\: You know that cows with 
cah·es were sold for less than that. 

Mr. DEAC'O:'-J: I know of an instanc8 
where cow·. were sold at 3s. per head, and 
the cah-es were given in. I notiCe that the 
hon. mcmlwr for Rockhampton condemn.ecl 
the Commissioner of Prices, and I agree With 
him there. The hon. member cerbinly found 
the Commissioner \vas above the .market rn 
h)::, prices. Ever since. the C_on1nll~S10ncr of 
Prices started operatwns hts pnecs ha vo 
either been above the market or far below 
it. He could never keep tbe mark~t. It 
would be impo•sible for any man lil hrs post· 
t ion to do so. 

:VIr. \V. COOPER: Then why blame him? 

Me. DEAC02'\: I am not blaming him, 
but I do blame the Government for makm.; 
provision for his office and salary. 

l\fr. \V. CooPER: Do you know he is carry
ing on a dual position? 

:\1r. DEACON: It i2 a uselcos pnsition; he 
does not do any good. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You want to create mace 
unomplo::ed. 

:\lr. DEACO:';': As th hon. member foe 
Roc'charnpton pointed out, the butchers thcr~ 
tried to g·ct the State butcher shops to ke~·p 
the pric< up to those fixed by the Commis
sioner of Prices. 

Mr. \Y. CoOPER: \Yould not the keeping o: 
the prices up benefit the cattle producer? 

Mr. MoRG.\N: C'Jo: it »·ould be of bc;wfit 
to the butchers. Higher prices of beer do 
not bendit the c.dtlc owner. 

Mr. DEACON :. I do not \vish ,to tak~ ~p 
ttllV n1orl~ of the hme. but b fore s,lhng ao\,n 
I would like to express the hope that I may 
seo the members sitting bchrnd the Gm·er"
ment express their true bclrcf as _the hon. 
rnernbcr for Rockhan1pton has doiJC' In ~c,:;ard 
to the many things the Government have done. 

HoN. W. H. BARJ'\ES (1rynnurn): I 
regret that the hon. member for Rockhamp· 
ton is not in the Chamber, bcoaus" I want.ed 
to deal with ono or two matters to whteh he 
referred. One of them had to do more l;''u
ticularly with the State butcher o,hops. fhe 
hon. niember made it appear as rf thos" 
shops ha vo proved to be a very grcu.t SU('{ .. '--

Mr. vV. CoOPER: Hear, hear! 

Box. W. H. BAR:\'ES: 'The hon. member 
says " Hear, hear!" but I will show that 
the f1gures in connection with the State 
butcher shops reveal a distinct fall~ng off 
in the trade. Some hon. members wrl! say, 
ar;d I am pr~pared to admit it, that the fall
ing off to some extent may be accounted for 
b·; the lower values ruling for stock. There 
is a Government report which also shows 
that it is also due to inc'reased competition. 
I haYe in m:v hand the report of the Commis
f'iont?r for t'hc State rrrade Dcpartrrn~nt for 
!he year 1921. and on page 31 I notice that 
lhe sales in the retail butcher shops for the 
vcar were £602 233 and I also notice that 
t·he sales for th~ following year amounted to 
£345,277. lt will therefore be seen that 
there has been a very distiuct falling off in 
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<Connection with the business. One of the 
rpa:-m.Jg assig-ned for that in ihis report is 
tlJat the 1D\\Cr price of n1cat ha.:- brcu2,·ht into 
competition with the State shops a, number 
Df private shops. \Yhat is the use of an 
bon. gentleman getting up and saying that 
certain things have been brought about as 
a result of ~.,hat hes lwcn done by the 
Government? And then the hon. gentleman 
~iartcd. in connccticn wlth ilnancirtl critici::nn, 
to deal with the quution of vV eetern Aus
tralia with regard to largo balances that are 
brought forward from year to year. 

Jl.lr. GLEDSO~: £4,500,G00 
Ho~. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 

for Ipswich should know that, while Western 
Australia ha,s a fairly big debit balance, 
there arc none of iho othpr' States that have 
the sinking fund that \Vestern Australia 
has. I was H'ry much amazed to know that 
the hon. member for Toowoomba got away 
back to 1893 and said. "Look at the rate 
that had to he paid for money in 1893." 
That is all very well; and it ma,· be that 
the conditions for. getting money in those 
d<tys >"ere very d1flicult, but I hope that 
ih,e present I iovernment will do as well as 
Mr. Denharo die! \\hen he proceeded to 
England to renew some loans. 

lVIr. GLEDSO~: No one sent a delegation to 
the old countrv then to interferf> with his 
mission. u 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Ipswich knows that the delegation busi
ness was exploded last night The Treasurer 
himself said that lOO brokers were rcpon
sible. 

Mr. GLEDSOli : He did not say anything 
Df the kind. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: The hon. members 
bite: they do not like to be cornered; but 
the fact remains that, when Mr. Denham 
went homo, he was able to procure over 
£11.000.000, and the rate of interest worked 
out at £4 11s. 8~d. on the net proceeds. 

Mr. GLimSOli: That was very dear interest 
at that time. 

Ho~. \V. H. ROI.RNES: "Verv deax! "
£4 11s. 8i!d. ! Someone may challen;e that 
statement. 

Mr. GLEDSON : What about 1891? 

Holi. W. H. BARNES: Mv time is too 
short to answer the hon. gentleman who is 
making such silly interjections. 

0PPOSTTIO~ MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am quoting 

from " Hansard." from the first speech 
delivered by the present Treasurer. who 
gi• cs the fip;ures. The nagc is 1267 of 
"Hansard" for the vear 1915-16. The hon. 
c;r·ntleman chows thaf: the sum of £11.000.000 
rr.one:Y wAs secured, as I have said. at 
£4 11s. 8~d. Yet we ha.-e that brilliant 
mPmber-the hon. member representing the 
fomous eeat of Toowoomba-goin,. back to 
1893 and asking us what wa; paid at that 
timo for monev. I am able to show that 
money was obtn..ined n.t a price which revealed 
tho fact. at any rate, that the Government 
of that day wore capable business men and 
understood their jobs. Let m<> say further 
that the:;- had the confidence of the people 
of Britain in connection with the borrowing 

I said a while ago !"hat the Treasurer was 
trotting all about the country telling us 

what the people had pa.id for money, and 
10Jlin~ us -about overdrafts. I a.m going ,o 
toll hon. members what the pnsition of 
Queensland "\Vas over qnito a number of years. 
ftom 1904-5 to 1914-15, under th~ I.ibcral 
Government. Let me re>td the vears conse
cutiYely as they come, quoting n~w from the 
Treawrer's bbles :-

1904-5 
1905-6 
1906-7 
1907-8 
1908-9 
1909-10 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 

Surplus. 

£13,995 
£127,810 
£396,115 
£115.301 

£9,940 
£5,675 
£5,271 

£23,654 
£6,115 

£10.742 
£3,259 

Those figmes show a total surplus of £717,882 
for a period extf'nding ov0r eleven ::~ears. 
The TrensurP.r twitted lnP, by interjection, 
with 1naklng a statenH'nt that "\Ya-: not cor
rect eo far as the overdraft in the Common
wealth Bank is concer1wd. I am now going 
tu guote from page 2 of the Auditor
Gcneral's report for the vear 1922. Remem
ber that it doec not include. as shown in the 
Treasurer's tables. the deficit for last ,-ear. 
The Treasurer s11id tlwre was no such thing 
as an overdraft at the Commonwealth Bank. 
Either the hon. gentleman has made a J:nis
statement. or else the Auditor-General has 
1nade a rnistakc. I a.sk hon. ITlC'Inbrr.:; \,chich 
i~ likelv to be rCJrrect in that rep;iird? Is it 
the Tr~asurer, or has the Auditor-GonC>ral 
f~;rgotten the position he occupies to-day, or 
did he make a statement in 1922 which was 
not correct 1 \V hat does he say on page 2 
of his report for last year? He says--

" The accumula tee! deficits on 30th 
June. 1922, amounted to £625.031." 

If be has mad<> a mistake, then we ought to 
},avc the Auditor--General on the floor of the 
House to answer for something he ha~ done. 
He goes on to say-

" The overdraft on account of Consoli
dated Revenue Fund at the Common
wealth Bank of Australia. Brisb11ne, at 
the 30th June last was £625,031." 

It is the practice of the Treasurer to try Rn<l 
sidetrack these matters. and he dehb8rately 
said there wa•s no such thing as an overdraft. 
I am far more willing to accept what the 
Auditor-General says than what the Trea
surer has to say in that regard. I made a 
statement yesterday, which I repeat to-n1~ht. 
At the present moment there IS a deb1t _.,al
.mce of £810.010 which has not been pronded 
for and included in that amount is the sum 
of '£625.031, and the halance no douJ:t has 
gone to keep it company. becau·~o 1t has 
a<'cumulated 8ince. I made another state
ment which I repeat now. That is that every 
previous Government dealt with_ defiCJts of 
that kind. and dealt \nth them m an effec
tual manner. 

Before I go on to deal with the notes I 
have made I wish to say that I am an Aus
tralian. I am as much an Australian as <;ny 
member of this Chamber. I am Austral;a_n 
born. and the man who does not love ms 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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country is not worth hie salt. I say I am an 
Australian, and I love my counti·y, and I 
love the institutions belonging to my countrs. 
I confess that it pained me to listen to a 
y_oung man. earning into this I-Iouse and prac
tically c.1.ymg those things which did not 
mean, at any rate, loyalty to another Power 
-our own Po1ver, our O\Vn country, and our 
own people. 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRICULTURE: What do 
you call your own people? 

Ho:-.r. W. H. BARNES: Those from whom 
I have sprung, and I am an Australia11. vVo 
are part of a great Empire: I am part of 
that Empll'e; and I hav0 no hesitation in 
saying·~-

::VIr. CoLLIKS: I will quote a poem by one 
of the greatest Britishers living on that 
matter v:hich will surprise you. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Bowen will have an opportunity of tell
inr·· us all about this wonderful poem. and 
may he take the first opportunity of reading 
Ii to us. 

The Treasurer, in his Financial Statement, 
starts off by saying that the pevple would 
envy him in tho difficult task which he has 
ahead of him in cDnnection \vith the renewal 
of loans. Many past 1'reasurPrs would have 
envied the hon. gentleman, not for the 
reasons wh!Ch he has given in connection with 
the eubject, but for other reasons. I can 
remember that when the late l\Ir. T. B. 
Crihb wa' Treasurer of thiq State there \Yas 
oomething then that we could sympathise 
\vith. Tht~ revenue was shrinking and shrink
ing, and he had drDught upon him. A Trea· 
surer in that position would envy the present 
Treasurer, who has had increased revenue 
from vcar to vear ever since he has held the 
office." '\Vould any Treasurer not envy the 
hon. gPntleman with an increased revcmue of 
£396.703 over the Estimates? Is it any 
wonder that a deficit, which was supp"sed to 
be over £500.000, turns Gut to he only 
£134.979? It c.imply shows how fortunate 
the Treasu~er is. When he got his blue 
pencil and made anticipations for th9 year. 
it ic< quite evident that the good luck which 
the hon. member for Cunningham spoke of 
fayoured him, and he had an increased 
amount in connectiGn with the receipts which 
camA in. On page 4 of the Financial State
ment references are made to so1nc things 
which show that the Treasurer himsplf is try
ing very largely to bolster up the whol0 busi
llP~s. He has been as fort.unate as it is pos
•sible for any man in his position to be. 

l\1r. W. CooPER: Why? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Becaus0 he has 
~1ad an increasl~d revenue to deal \vlth. 

Mr. W. CooPER: Are you annoyed beccusc 
he has? 

Ho:-;;. \V. H. BARNES: I am anno·:ed for 
the nmson that, while in 1914-1915, direct 
lmxation only prnduced about £950.000, the 
people last year were bled to tho extent of 
£3.400.000. Moro than that, there was no 
State land tax then as there is now. I heard 
the hon. member for RDckhampton say that 
there were only a fow people who feit the 
pinch. The Treasurer himself has said that 
you have to pass it on, and it io passed on. 
If an incre~sed amDunt Gf taxation is put 
upon any person, or upon the peoph genor
' l~y, it is distributed, and the worker has 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

to pay all the time. I nGticed a verv inte
rc"ting article some little while ago' in the 
" Sydney Morning Herald." A gentleman 
who was visiting Australia, in writing to 
that paper. said that Australia had got on 
lo wrong lines, and that in every step she 
was taking she· was shutting out more and 
rnDre the prospect of dGing an export trade. 
\Yhen you impose increased ta.xatiDn it means 
that certain things have to happen, and also 
that you cannot deal as effectively as you 
would iike with your products undor such 
conditions. The Trcasuror, from the pcii1t 
of view Df £ s. d., has been thco most for· 
tunate Tre'lSurer whD has ever GCcupied the 
position in Queensland. 

The Treasurer makes another statement in 
regard to the Commonwealth Savings Bank. 
He says that we are partners in t],,, busineso .. 
So we are; we are a kind of sleeping pariner, 
but jolly bad sleeping partners, because the 
best asset that Queensland had has been 
passed over to the Commonwealth. \\'hen 
I was Treasurer I fought for the retention 
Df the State Savings Bank. vVe established 
agencies at every celltre, because we roalisod 
that it was a distinct advantag,, to us tD 
have a Sta,te Savings Bank. \Vhat is the 
position to-day? The Treasurer say'l in tho 
figures "hich he has placed bcfonc us hero 
that up to the end of June last, at an:v rate, 
it has been a losing transaction. \Vh~tt is 
worse than that, is that, wherea the State 
\\ .1s paying 3 per cent. and 3~ per cent. fo1· 
ih monev, it now has to pay 44 per cent. to 
the Commonwealth, and is, in addition, 
re ·ponsible fm· a portion of the lDsses. 

Mr. GLEDSON : vYh" not be fair and. sa v 
that the collecting expenses made up th'o 
balance? 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: It is quite evident 
that the hon. member for Ipswich has again 
got on to a track that he does not under
stand. The collecting expenses never cost 
what the hon. member suggests-1 per cont. 
and H per cont. The State always made a 
distinct profit out Gf the State Savings Bank. 

I think it was the hon. member for Bowen 
wlw said that La.bour members had never 
opposed i;hc vVorkcr>' Dwellings Act about 
which we have heard something during this 
debate. I say thai they did. 

Mr. \VIKSTA:<rLEY: They did not. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Mr. Lesina stated 
that the Bill was a Bill to help the man who 
had property, and the Labour party did not 
believe in property, but they believed in 
lease>hold. And that is their policy to-dav. 
I ask the hDn. member for Rockhampton what 
n:an wants to have a leasehold, so-called' 

JY1r. PEASE: A perpetual lease. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Would you, Mr. 
Cooper, prefer to have a perpetual lease uf 
that nice home of yours or to have the title 
deeds' I do not know whether you aro 
married. but I am quite sure that, if you are, 
your wife wDuld prefer a freehold. 

Mr. PEASE: Ono of your late colleagu<'3, 
Mr. Leah:v, is one Df the chief takers or 
perpetual lease in Queensland. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: WhateYer Mr 
Leahy may have done,· the hon. member for 
Herbert never touches a perpetual lease. He 
wants the title deeds. 

Mr. PEASE.: Perpetual leasehold is the only 
thing I hold in this world to-day. 
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Ho;,. W. H. BARNES: The Workers' 
Homce Act is only a fraud and a sham, 
becau'o it will bo found tha.t at the end of the 
term the owrwr has paid inlinitely more than 
under the 'Workers' Dwullings Act witholtt 
getting the freehold for it. And this is the 
Government who, through the hon. memb~r 
for Rockhampton, say, " See what splendid 
men \VG are for tho work<'rs "-rlayjng up to 
the men behind, he>~ting the drum to g·et them 
to rallv round thern, v~hilst, at tht ,flJllC tim~-·, 
theY take the woekers down with something 
·which is not as g-ood a::; that '\vhich \1. as intro~ 
duced by us. The Secretary for Public \Yorke 
knows that that is absolutely true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'WoRKS: I know 
that it is absolutely untrue. 

HoN. W. H. DAR:.JES: Getting back ro 
the Savin:;s Bank, we are told that we are 
partners in the bu~in\>.s. Every san(~ mun 
in the State of Queensland will wish that w' 
had never been partners in it, hut had kept 
it for ourselves. Why did the change como 
about? Bc•cause the Government had so mis
rnanaged th·• affairs of Queensland fina11Ci<L1ly 
that they had to grasp at any straw in order 
to keep afloat. 

I am sure, Mr. Cooper, that you must have 
been ycry interested ut some Df your pro
sessional meetings-you ha YC thcn1 and "\VO 

have them-to hear some of the paragraphs 
which the Treasurer p!'{)posed to put iHto his 
Financial Statemellt. This, on page 10, is a 
''are gem. Talk about angling to my frien:ls 
in the Country party ! It is bcautiful!y 
baited-

" The he a YY rail way losses in Queens, 
land compared with the other States are 
attributable to the policy of cDntinning 
the low freight charges. It is considered 
by the Government to be sound polic7 to 
keep the freights at a low level and 
charg" up the losses on the railways to 
the Gonsolidated Revenue och year, 
rather t,han reduce the taxation uf city 
dwellors at the expense of rural indus
trjes. '' 

GoVERN:l!ENT 11E:l!BERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR;\IES: If hon. members 
would just allm'> those representing the 
Country party to be blindfolded for ahDut 
ftve minutes. even cne of them \vould be 
Dver on the. oth01: side after the bait that 
hao boon put in by the Treasurer', I am 
sure that members representing the Country 
pari y are not w eoft in the head. I 
guarantee that when that paragraph was 
read at the pro-sessional meeting of the 
Labour par,f~··, mJ, wasn't there a smile? 
Son1conc n1n.st have sa.icl, "The P1~emicr of 
the day is out-heroding Herod in trying to 
catch the farn,ers." The funnv part io that 
they have not Caught them, and- even thooG 
\'ha were gravitating towards hirri are find
ing that there was a " nigger in the pile" 
in another direction which thev have 
learned '•ince the general election. 1'he 
Government now have to prepare something 
fresh. They have to find some new bait for 
the next election when it comes about. They 
have to find wmething fresh which will catch 
on. and which will be a. bait to got at 
the people ::ha are cDncerned. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: \Ve stick to our Dwn name. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Where do the 
Government really stan cl to-night? What 
do they really represent? 

Mr. WRIGHT: They possess the confidence 
of the people. 

T,Ir. 11AXWELL: Not according to numbers. 
:ur. PE.\SBJ: Yes, by 16,0GO votes. 

HoN. W. H. BAR).!ES: There was a 
gathering at En1u Park and, according to 
the "Dail} Staudard" the Treasurer had a 
\"Cry narrOIV " go." rrhe " Daily Standard" 
of 12th March last makes this observation-

" The ~)7 to 35 decision was certainly 
not an C'n(10r8crru•nt uf the vvages reduc
tion. Had the clocioion gone the other 
wav, it Y•-ould ha Ye 'ltnountcd to con ,uro 
of 'the Government, ltnd would probably 
have been treated as such, with the usual 
consequence~.. As it was, it was con~ 
sistent with the widely expressed view 
that last year's wage reduction in tho 
public service' wa,, as the President of 
the Convention ]JUt it, a ' had break.' 
It \Vas a \', arning that the Labour nlove
nJcnt cannot stand for this abandonment 
of viial principle, even temporarily. \Ve 
believe th·•l the ,-,-arning will be heeded." 

11r. '\V. l'ooPER: There is nothing wrong 
with that. 

HoN. \V. H. BAR:'{ES: The Government 
went before the electors and said, "\Ve are 
the people• who have r.ot done anythirrg 
amiss." \Vf..tt was the reason for this 
action 't \Ya; not the reason the reduction 
in the basic .\'age from £4 5s. to £4? \Y as 
not deflation the re a son? 

Mr. F.\RRI;LL: \Yhclt was vour reason for 
taking the in.~reases from th~ school teachers 
in 1914? 

HoN. K. H. l3ARNES: The reason is 
perfectly clear. The Government were 
anxious (o get at the people, and they had 
th,, audacity to point out that New South 
""ales hod done certain things which had 
not been cqnalled in that direction by this 
GoYernmcnt. They still r;os0 as the workers' 
friends. IY e fmd hollowness right through 
the whole business. The hon. member for 
Rosewoorl is reported in the Press, as having 
said-

" Ho a'•Serted that, being practically 
bankrur.t.. the pn'sent GoYernment was 
in no different position from any Govern
ment in the world at the present time." 

Listen to thoso words of wisdom-
" Tho elimination of certain elector a tos 

wac dune so as to give a greater repre
sentation to the metropDlitan arc·' and 
the fact that no Socialist electorates ,,-ere 
cut out"--

Mr. W. COOPER: I rise to n. point of 
order. I have already denied that shtement 
i11 this House within the last three hours. 

Mr. KERR: \Vhat is tho point of order' 

'.Vfr. W. COOPER: The hon. member for 
\Yynnnm cannot quDte what I have already 
uoniod. 

The T8MPORARY CHAIRMAN: I would 
call the a tLention of the hon. m cm her for 
\Yvnnum to tho fact that the hon. member 
for Rosewood has already denied that h 
wade that .<tatem<ent. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I accept that 
denial at once, but the funny thing-' said 
a bout the hon. member shDuld just as well b' 
known, even if he has been unfairly tre >te 1 
in connection with this matter. The re.porL 
says-

" The fact that no Socialist elcctorat"s 
were cut out is to be accounted for by 

Hon. W. II. EarneR] 
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the fact that it is not natural br anv 
U:ovCl'lllnl'IJt t0 reduce its own strc•ngth 
in the country." 

vYhat does the Government repros,,nt? The 
Treasurer h3.s unfolded a prograrnrnc ·which 
is not at ail harm'ful, but is that due to the 
fad th:1t ho is going to the old country? 
\Vhat happened only a little while an;o at 
tlu· Emu P.ark Conyf'ubon '? A diYision 
there re~ultcd in 37 fo;r and 35 again3 ·, ~o he 
\\'as nearly ousted. l\lembers of the l\Iinis· 
I ry, like tho Secretary for l:'ublic \Yorks. 
\rould be absolutely loyal to the Premier and 
v:ould vote with him, yet, with rdl the mem
bers of tlF Ministry and himsol f urrangoc~ on 
the one side, the division \1 as 37 to 35. 

::\1r. CoLLIKS: It is funnv-that was the 
strength of the parties in this Hol!se befor•J 
the election. 

Hox. \V. H. DARNES: Talking about cer
tain n1atter:3 that occurred at the• T_.jabour 
Congress in Brisbane in 1921, the Treasurer 
is also reported to have said-

" The trouble "·~s that the mind, of a 
number of delegate' were saturated ,,-ith 
doctrines and dogmas that did not bl~iong 
to Amtralilt." 

We have evidence of them hero to·night. 
The hon. gcntlcn1an 1vent. on to sa:,~-

" :\Jr. Ross had bee11 prcarhinr;:- rhoso 
doctrines in antagonisrr~ to the Labour 
movement''-

and so on. The hon. gentleman at one periorl 
eaid that, if the Conference did certain 
things, the:. wore going to wreck the Labour 
party. 

A GOYERKJIE~T l\:IEJ\IBER: They did it, loo. 

Hox. \V. H. BARI'<ES: Kow, bee tnso of 
the CDntcmplated trip of the Tre.tsurcr to the 
old country, the Emu Park policy is buriecl. 
The hon. gentleman last night said--

" \Yu arc going forwa.rd step by >lop." 

GoVERKJIENT l\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CoLLIKS: Evolutionary progress. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is the prac
tice of the party, to go step b~- step, and, if 
1t adopted certain ideals, the 'rrcasurer will 
have to carry them out. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That is, a sound policy
to go step by step. 

Hox. vY. H. BARNES: Because a largo 
amount of loan money is falling due the 
Treasurer has buried the policy of the Jlll rty ; 
and, as his colleagues look on, ho ~nJ s to 
them. "Hush! When I got the mOJH'Y and 
eome back. that is tho time we will put all 
these things into effect. That is what ·.,o 
will do. and we will show that tlw policy 
of the L~oom· party, as carried at the Emu 
Park Convention, is the policy to be carried 
out here.'' 

Mr. GLEDSOK: Arc you going home to stop 
him getting lhc money. 

HoN. W. H. EAR?\JF.S: I want to-nig-ht to 
deal more particularly "·ith the Financial 
Statement and the financial tables, and to 

ciraw attention to three or four 
[10 p.m.] matters which show that the Go-

Y"rn?ncnt 1~ not a \Yorking 
rnan's Govl.::'rnment. 

Mr. \VRIGHT: vVhv did you leave a work
ing ruan's electorate? 

[Jion. W. H. Barnes. 

HoN. W. II. BARNES: I assure the hor. 
member for Bulimba that, had I cat ior that 
clectomte, he would nut have be<'n lJL<>) 
to-night. 

.I\1r. \VRIGHT: You vvero not garno to g1Y0 

it a "go." 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\!ES: Let me dra,v 
attentirm to the expenditure under the hcaJ
lng of Public \Vork~. Thu expc'rHJitnrc in 
1914-15 was £253,771. Rolllernbl'r that it 1s 
admitted generally that vvork wa" very nJuch 
cheapn then than it is to-clay. The expon
ditnre for last veaT was £199.407. I dmll 
show as I proccc;cl that in other directions the 
samc thing applies to other buildings. In 
order to a"ist doubtful onterpri,es, in ordp;· 
to giv<' assibtance to things '"hi eh \VC'l'~' not 
of great u"e to the State, tho Labour Govern
nlent cnt off at every l;ossiLlc turn the legiti
mn,tn pxpcudituro of n1oncy in connection 
with thf' affairs of Quec'nsland. Building: 
in 1914-15 cost £119,438. In 1922-23 they ccd 
just about half as much-£96,008. This :s 
a Labour G-ovcrnrnent supposed to be the 
fric,nd of the worker, and at (~ycrv turn \Vt.~ 
find thf'rn driving the worker to t.ho scrap
heap of unemployment. 

l\lr. PEASE: Ha\·e von looked at the vota 
for outdoor relief? " 

HoN. W. II. BARKES: Last year it was 
£177,000. 

:;1r. PEASE: \Vcll, 'ay something about it 
this year. 

Mr. GLEDSON: \Vhero wore all those build
ir:gs put up in 1914 "! 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: Tho Treasurer 
n1ado 'Jomo rcfcr0ncc to the raihnn'.--., I ain 
prepared to admit that I\ cw South' \Yalcs is. 
more thicklv popcdatod than Queensland. 
The working expcnsc's of the N,_w Sout':l 
\Vales railwavs la t, v<'ar we;·e reduced fro;n 
£11,116.302 'to £10,649.974-a saving d 
£~.66.328. 1'1:c net earnings paid from the 
railwan; and trarrnvay~ to the Treasurv wcl~e 
:£4,69(236. The rail~, a:·,J retumed on capita? 
m vested £5 4s. ·!d. and the tramwa\ s £5 3s .. 
showing a surplns of £34,056. In Quecnolacd 
we. have been going on from year to year 
p!lmg- up a rlcbt which could have be•:; 
avoided vcr:: largely. This debt was brought 
about in my judgment through failure cot
recily to administPr th" aff«irs of the depart~ 
mcnt, and through outside intPrferPncc. \Ve 
find that. whilst anothcr State. with railwaY 
lines costing ever so n1uch n1orc a n1ile thalr 
tho raihYays in Qucens1a.nd, shows a surplu:3, 
we go to the wall. I want th<' public to 
kno\v that \VO cannot go on losing monc'y 
year after yca.r without a dav of !'l'C'konirw 
coming. \Ye have to face · tho positior;". 
Could an7 private person act like this? 

Mr. COLLIKS: New South Wales is hali 
the size of Queensland and has over 2 000. JOO 
of a population. ' · 

Hox. \\". H. BARNES: I am prepared to
admit that :\few South \Vales has a larger 
population. but it also has a more costlY 
railway system. Yet th0v have been able to 
do very much bc·tlcr. " There is anothe1· 
phase of the busirwss which wants lookirw 
i~to.r I notice, accordjng to the report, that 
hle Trust Account was overdrawn on 30th 
June to the extent of £34.974; and let me 
draw attention to another thing. The Trea
surer, in his Financial Statement, tells us 
that there is going to be a reshuffle of 
accounts. I quite remember, in connection 
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with the workers' .dwellings and in connec
tion with the ach·ances to settlers, that, m 
order to make these accounts appear better, 
they were shifted shortly after the Govern
ment came into ofiice, and the faet remaIns 
that the Government do not care a straw 
so long as they can got their hands on mone3 • 

Thev ·do not ea re a straw how they got It, 
and· it does not m a tier whether it is going 
to ruin the State or nm-they expend it. 
The position thev find themselves in to-d"y 
has been brought about very largely through 
mismnnagcment. 

I want to deal for a moment or two with 
something I dealt with the other afternoon. 
It is wmth showing how the Government 
have failed in their sympathy towards the 
worker. Accordino- to the report of the Stllte 
Advances Corpor~tion for 1922, in 1913-14 
1 591 houses wore bmlt under the \Vorkors' 
Dwellings Act; in 1914-15 the number built 
was 1,586; in 1917-18, 345; and in 1921-22, 
290. I am prepared to admit that last year 
the number built was greater. The amount 
put down on the E~tirrwtes for 1914-15 was 
£408.574, and the amou1It put down in 
1921-22 was £136.890. 

Mr. PAYNE: You could build two houses 
in 1913-14 for the cost of one now. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will take the 
interjection at its face valu0. Hm·. does it 
work out? Nearlv five times as n1uch build
ing was done, ailowing for all that. The 
hon. member knov-s that the Government 
have been shammmg in their profe.• -ions of 
sympathy for the worker. There is 1_10 que·
tion that. when it comes to hclpmg the 
worker, the present Government, insto,•d of 
assisting them, have always damaged them. 

1\fr. COLLIKS: How do you accOLUlt for us 
still being the GowriJment '! 

HoN. W. H. BARJ\:ES: The total amount 
advanced for v orkcrs' dwclliugs to the end 
of 1922 was £2,512,321. The repayments to 
hand for the same period amount to 
£1.290,482. It will he seen at once from those 
figures that the \Vorkers' D\vcllings Act has 
been the most succe.sful _'\.et that was ever 
passed in this or any other State. ·when 
van look at the figures and find the :•mall 
~mount of losse,-practically nothing-I say 
it is marvellous. ·what has it done? It has 
helpe-d the man who has been willing to save 
a bit to get a home at a loss rental than he 
would have to pay if he were a tenant. It 
has been one of the factors which have 
materially helped development in Queensland. 

I take the credit for having made the Act 
more liberal than it was when I became 
Treasurer, and we ought to even go further, 
because it is one of those Acts which arc 
f{oing to make men and women more satis
fied with Queensland. The Government have 
failed in certain directions because they hove 
allowed themselves to be hampered by out
side things. The hon. member for Rock
hampton spoke of State enterprises. The 
duty of a Government is to govern. 

Mr. PEASE : Let the people starve. 

HoN. W. H. B\RNES: They never 
starved before. The dutv of the Government 
is to govern, and not to "nm the shopo which 
the:v are running in son1e directions and mak
ing great failures of them. If we take up 
the business-sheet, we find that in the mam 
the Bills which have gone through have been 
of the paltriest description and unworthy of 
Parliament. It shows that the Government 
are destitute of anything which goes in the 

direction of initiating what is going to be of 
boncf\t to Queensland. 

Mr. \YEIR: The Stalliom Ecgistration Bill 
is a good Bill. (Laughter.) 

::\Ir. JVlORGAK: It is no good. (Laughter.) 
Ho:-;. W. II. BAH:'-JES: I am bound to 

admit that the hon. member for Murilla is a 
both'r judge of that subject than I am. I 
nointcd out. to tlw Treasurc>r the other day 
that th',' halanco to the credit of the Loan 
Fund, £3,607,560, would not carry th Go
wrnmont :clang very far at the proposed rate 
of expenditure. The Tre <JUrt'r says m h1s 
Statement that the expenditure for the cur
rent v1•ar ''ill be about £5.000,000. I asked 
whether, when the Treasurer \vent to the old 
country, he \"';'OS going to raise money outside 
th0 reHewal of the loans. I am prepared to· 
admit that moneys have been raieed in the 
Stato over the counter. but notwithstanding 
that fact. at the prcseut rate, the expcndit~re 
for the current year, two months of whiC_h 
ho vo alrradv gnite, will largely exceed th1s 
balance of £3,607.560. W c arc spendmg hke 
a ,.n 0 ndthrift. It is a case of "Eat, drmk, 
nnd be rnerry, for to-morrow '\ve, die." \yith 
l10n. members opposite. Before tno electwns 
the Treasurer wont North and scattered 
promises like gold coin. When I was. at 
Eorkharnpton I addressed a rowdy meetmg 
one night. at 11"hich a collectiOn was taken 
np for me, and the people \\·ere. thrown:g 
Jll'nnirs on thte lorry; but tl:e Treasurer drd 
not throw pennies. He told 601110 people 
\Yho 1\"Cre starting a certain industry-I thmk 
il .,, rs at Oakey-that if they could only put 
it lwforo him on business linos £15,000 w~ml:d 
b, available. I clo not know whether 1t 1s 
not on busine·;s lines, hut no £15.000 have 
n1atcrialiscd. The Troa~urcr thrc\v promises 

there and over,whero. We have to 
the' fact that· to-day Australia is 

importing more than she is exporting, and 
t h t is a positive evil and _danger to the 
conntrv. Australia's imports m 1921-22 were 
:S95.79i:I.OOO odrl. ar>d in 1922-23 the_v had 
increased to £120.073.000. whcreas 1n the 
-,,Ime period the exports decrcasod by 
£6 000.000 odd. We cannot continue to s~nd 
rnonev out of the eonntry w_tthout gettmg 
mono;' bark, and it is highlv Important t~at 
this State should face the po,ition and reahse 
its responsibilities. 

'\Tr. Pr:<SE: Queensland is ono of the best 
States in the Commonwealth. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Nobody has e,vcr 
hn rd me sa:: that it is not a good ~ta~e, out 
Tt is sharnofull:v mismanaged, and 1t IS only 
lkcaus0 it is a good State that we have got 
through in :;;pite of this mismanagmner:-t· The 
people of Ibis co_untry have t? reahse that 
thcro arc difficulties ahead, whiCh have been 
larc;ely brought about b:.- _mismanagcm~nt. 
I ;hould like to go on a h~tle longer,. out 
t.hrr0 are yn_rlous reasons calhng me, to-night, 
and I shall sit down. · 

The House resmnrd. 
The TEliiPOR \RY CHAIRMAN reported progr03s. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNYIENT. 

The PRE:\TTER (Hon. E. G. Theodor<', 
(Uhiliaqoe): I beg lo move-

" 'rhat the House, at it.; rising. do 
adjourn until Tuesday next." 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 




