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WEDNESDAY, 22 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (lion. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.rn. 

QVESTIO::-JS. 

RENTAL CHARGEABLE AGAINST GOVER>DIENT 
DEPARnrENTS OccuPYING STaTE INSURAKCE 
BmLDING. 

Mr. KERR (Rnoggera) asked the Secre­
tary for Public vVorks:._ 

"1. vVhat is the annual rental charge­
able against the State Insurance, the 
Public Curator, the Main Roads Board, 
and each of the State departments with 
offices in the State Insurance Building? 

"2. vVhat is the basis of computing 
such rent? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied­

" 1. The respective leases provide for 
annual rental charges as follows:-

(a) State Government Insurance 
Office-First two years, £6,500 per 
annum; third year, £7,000 per 
annum; fourth year, £7.500 per 
annum; fifth year, £8,000 per annum. 

(b) Public Curator's Office-£1,863 
18s. per annum. 

(c) Main Roads Board-£660 12s. 
per annum. 

("\nnual rental is not assessed against 
the other State departments in the 
Government Insurance Building.) 
" 2. The superficial feet of the floor 

aroa occupied." 

CONTHACT FOH ERECTION OF SILOS ON 
A~·HERTON TABLELAND. 

Mr. EDWARDS (.Vanango) asked the Sec­
retary for Agriculture-

" Referring to the statement made by 
him in this House on 16th instant-that 
the Government had accepted a contract 
for erection of silos on Atherton table­
land at n co,t of £60,000 or £70,000-

(a) To whom has this contract been 
let? 

(b) \V hat is the exact amount of the 
contract? 

(c) Were tenders called for this work 
and, if so, what tenders were received? 

(d) On who-e recommendation was 
thi.-. contract entered into? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies. Eacham.) replied-
, ' I did not say a contract had been 

actually accepted. An offer, however, 
has been made by a r0putable firm which 
is considered satisfactory by the Govern­
ment, lhe maizegrowers, and the Council 
of Agriculture. The ncces,,ary specifica­
tions and legal documents are now being 
prepare;~ fo~· final acceptance by the 
parbcs. 

UsE OF " MALLEF RoLLER" FOR CLEARING 
ScnuB. 

Mr. EDW ARDS asked thB Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" \Vi!! he take steps to have inquiries 
made relative to what is commonlv called 
in Vidoria and South Austra.lia the 
'ma!Iee roller.' and used for scrub-clear­
ing purpos~s, with a view to supplyinfl' 
information to farmers as to th< possi­
_bility of ''"ing it for rolling down s~rub 
in this State, thus cheapening cost of 
clearing scrub lands for planting cotton 
and other crops? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLTURE 
replied-

" Yes." 

COST OF ROADS CONSTHUCTED BY MAIK ROADS 
BOARD. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. What is the highest cost per mile 
of main roadc, constructed? 

" 2. \¥hat is the lowest cost per mile? 
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"3. 'What is the aYerage cost per mile 
of all main roa·ds constructed bv the 
Main Ro:1ds Board to 1st August, 1923? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. IY. McCqrmack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. £6,580 per mile. Heavy mountain 
range section, metalled 12 inches thick. 

" 2. £320 per mile. Coastal road, 
gravelled; easy country. 

·' 3. £2,3l4 per mile. Exclusive of 
bridges over 20-feet span." 

ADVANCE TO EGG POOL. 
Mr.MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Premier-

" l. At election time did he promise 
the poultry farmers that he woul·d finance 
the proposed egg pool to the extent of 
£15,000? 

" 2. ·when the Egg Pool Board applied 
~25g~n;, for the amount, did he offer 

The PRElliiER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. The Council of Agriculture con­

sidered that a temporary ad;-ance of £250 
would be suffJcient to enable the board to 
commence operations, but, eventually, I 
offered to guarantee a bank overdraft to 
the extent of £1,000, which was accepted 
by the board." 

PRICES oF STALLIONS PcROHASED BY 
GOVERN~IENT. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanlcy) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" \Yill he give the purchase price of 
each stallion, also total cost of the six 
stallions recently purchased by the 
Government? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" It is my intention to furnish full 
details of thie transaction to-day on the 
second reading of the Stallions Bill." 

SUGAR EXPERIMENT STATIONS ACT 
AMJ•~:'i"DMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRRTARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Uillies, Bacharn): I beg to 
nwye~ 

"That the House will, at its next 
sitting, l'C'·olvo itself into a Committee 
of the 'Whole to consider of tho desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
the Sugar Experiment Stations Act of 
1900 in certain particulars." 

Quc-;tion put and vasscd. 

SUSPEXSION OF STANDIKG ORDERS. 
APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 1. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilla(!oe): I beg to move-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
the receiving of resolutions from Com­
mitte<>s of SupiJly and vVays and Means 
on the 3ame day as thev shall have 
passed in those Committ'ees and the 
pa<sing of an Approvriation Bill through 
all :its stages in one day." 

The object of the motion is to get the 

[Hon. 11'. N. Gillies. 

usual temporary Supply Bill ps.ssed, as the 
Supply on account of this yee"r is now 
exhausted. lf hon. members will agree to 
suspend the Standing Orders to enable me 
to introduce the Appropriation Bill, I will 
give them any information they require at a 
Is ter stage. 

HoN. W. H. BAR.:\ES (Wynnum): I would 
like to ask the Premier if there are any 
special reasons for expediting this parti­
cular matter to-day. 

The PRE1!IER: We are not expediting it 
any more than is usual with temporary 
Appropriation Bilh. 

Ho)/. W. H. BARNES: The Premier 
certainly did not give us much information. 
I am afraid that the tendencv in connection 
\vith these things is for the hon. gentleman 
to go on step by step, and tell us that he 
i3 going to give us information later. 

The PRE}I!ER : IV e make progress step by 
step. 

HoN. IY. H. BARNES: That may be, and 
probably the hon. gentleman has realised 
that by this time. 

The PRE}IIER: It is better than revolution. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am delighted 
to hear that the hon. gentleman is apparently 
changing his tactics, in vic\v of his Yisit 
to London. ~\s the hon. gentleman has 
promised to furnish us with full particulars 
when we get into Committee, 1t is better to 
wait and tackle him on the subject then; 
but before I sit down I want to express my 
gratifkation at the Premier having laid it 
down that progress is better than revolution. 

The PRE~IIER: Hear, hear! (Laughter.) 

Ho~. IY. H. BARNES: I am glad to hear 
that. becatbc the party with which the hon. 
g('ntleman has been associated has been 
going along the lines of reYolution. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnrtt): I am somewhat 
surprised at the remarks of the hon. m·'mber 
for vVynnum, considering that, when he was 
in a position similar to that of the Treasurer, 
he <tlways acted along the lines suggested by 
the Trcasurn· in this motion to-day. (Laugh­
ter.) I am further surprised to see that the 
course which the Treasurer proposes and to 
which the hon. member for Wynnum objects 
is the ' •rv course to which the Treasurer 
objected when the hon. member for VVvnnum, 
when in the position I have mentione l, 
brought it forward. (Renewed laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 

ADDITIO~AL SITTIKG DAY. 
PRECEDENCE OF GO\'ERN~!ENT BUSINESS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
(Chillago;): I beg to move-

" That during the remainder of this 
session, unless otherwise ordered, the 
House will meet for the despatch of buei­
ness on Friday in each week in addition 
to the days af~oady provided by sessional 
order, and that Government business 
do take precedence on Thursdays and 
Fridays." 

This is the customary motion after th<· session 
has been in progress some time. It is necessary 
to have additional time in order to pass the 
large number of measures outlined in the 
Governor's Speech, and I think it will meet 
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i;he wishes of hon. members on both si.des oE 
the House if the session is not prolong·ed into 
the hot weather. 

Mr. CoRSER: Will it apply this week? 

The PREMIER: No. I have intimated to 
the leader of the Opposition that it is not 
intended to sit on Friday of this week if it 
is inconvenient for hon. members. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to 
know whether it is intended to make the 
motion apply to priYate members' day this 
week. 

The PREMIER : It will operate this week 
so far as that is concerned. 

Mt. FRY (E11rilpn): I wish to raise an 
-objection to the cutting out of private mem­
bc•rs' day. It is the only day--

The PHE11IER: The only da:.· on v'.'hich 
Opposition members eau speak? 

Mr. FRY: Oh, no ! They can speak ail 
the time, but it is their duty to conserve the 
rights of individual mcmb ·rs, and I object 
to the House being run purol,v on party lines. 
Members arc not sPnt into this House as part 
of a machine to bo operated by the pulling 
of a cord outside. Thcv ohould have the 
opportunity and priYilego of introducin.o· 
legislation or putting upon the statuto-boo.~ 
of the State ariythiug· which they conceive to 
be in the interests of the peopl-e. 

The PRE:IIIE!l: There are no notices of 
private 'Bills in the business-paper. 

Mr. FHY: Any amount are coming along. 
As a mattc'r of fact. I hav-e one to introduce 
myself. It appears to me, when I look at the 
business-sheet, that tlns motion has been intro­
duced with the object of cutting out certain 
business. 

The PREMIER:. If that is the suggestion, 
I do not rn1nd giVIng an underta.kino· that an 
opportunity will be given to take "divisions 
on any n1otions no\v on the bu;:;inoss-paper. 

Mr. FRY: I am raising the same objection 
that I rarscd last tirn<'. Private members 
hav,.: tho right to initiate legislation in this 
Chamber. and I am opposed to allowing 
Par!wment to bo conducted \\holly and solelv 
on party lines. vVe have a riglit, as repre­
sentatrves. ofthc people, to speak individually 
and act mdrvrdualh·. The Opposition ha,·c 
hberty of ar;twn, and rnay br·ing forward 
anythmg- whrch they consider affects their 
Dwn electorates or is for the good of the 
State as a whole. We are not bound hand 
and fo<Jt. By endorsing the action of the 
Government in connection with this motion 
we "ould be false to ourselves and false to 
the people who send us here. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. gentleman that this motion 
wrll not prevent him introducing any Bill 
that he desires to introduce. 

Mr. FRY: I quite recognise that point. 
(Govc:nmcnt laughter.) Hon. members on 
thrs srde arc going to be deprived of wcll­
recogmsed and honoured privileges. \Ve are 
gomg to be dcpnved of the opportunity of 
do1np: s.omcthtng which '\Ve cannot do in any 
other wav except in some technical way 
under the Standing Orders, or unless th'e 
Government consent to such action. You 
know ver,v well that, if the Opposition once 
endorse the action of the Government to 
abolish private members' dav we shall be 
handicapped. The Govcr'r{ment would 
immediately take steps to cut it out alto-

gether. During last session I hoard one 
Minister sa'. in this Chamber that private 
members' day was not V\anted-that it was 
useless, and should be cut out. It is use­
less to the Government, because it gives the 
Opposition an opportunity of bringing for­
" ard things with which the Government do 
not agree. I object ver~· strongly to the 
cutting out of private mell1bers' day. 
There appears to me to be no good reason 
whv Parliament should conclude its business 
ea1:lier than is necessary. vVe know that 
the Premier is going awa;r, but surely he. is 
not the lock, stock, and barrel and the brarns 
of his party. 

OPPOSITION MKYIBERS: He lS. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FRY: If that is the case, and Parlia­
ment cannot carrv on berauf'C tho PrPmier is 
goin,!! a1vay, an~d the hon. grntleman is 
Ufraid to trust his comrades in his absence, 
and wants to dose down Parliament in order 
that he may have a safe passage and a safe 
seat. on his return, then we understand the 
position. 

A Govr.n~MENT MEMBER: You want to 
tell that to the Prime Minister of the Com­
tnonwcalth. 

Mr. FRY: vYhen we have twelve months 
in the vear to carrv on the work of Parlia­
ment_ the time should be so apportioned as to 
give hon. members plenty of ti1no to consider 
the Bills and formulate opinions, and, if 
ncro-ssary, sug"gest alterations or a.m?nd­
monts to improve them. Take the srttrngs 
of Parliament during the last sc~sion.. Par­
lirtrnent only sat a few days comparatrvoly­
I think altogether about forty day'. 

_\ GOVERN~!F.NT ME1IBE!l: About forty 
nights? (Laughter.) 

Thlr. FHY: \Ye certainly di.d sit a few 
nights besides days. We sat very few days, 
cornparatively speaking. . That statement 
can be verified !J\ lookrng through the 
records of the Hm.ise. '\V c could carry on 
the sittings for six months, and attend to 
the .affairs of the country and give mature 
C'On~ideration 1n all n1ntters, .and then ... vo 
would o·ct better results than we are getting 
to-dnv." \Ve find that legislation is hastily 
passe'd throu~h this Chamber, 'tlnd then 
further Bill<· ha vc to be introduced to amend 
that legislation. I object very strongly to 
the abolition of private members' day. 

Mr. MOORE (;lubignJJ): I would like to 
suggest to tho Premier that in adding Fri­
dav to the davs of sitting in each week he 
should meet the convenience of hon. mem­
bers as far as possible by meeting a little 
earlier on Fridav and allowing the House 
t.o adjourn at s:30 p.m. It makes a great 
diffen'nce to hon. members who have to 
come a considerable distance. It makes a 
difference of a day to those who desire to 
get homo at the end of the week. I do not 
think my suggestion would make any. dif­
ference to the effective result of the busmess 
in this House. It might prevent the Go­
vernment from taking advantage of country 
members who have left for their homes by 
brinrrinrr in contentious legislation at 11 
o'clo~k ';.t night, and sitting the whole. night 
throug;h. I do not think that that 1s any 
advantage. 

The PREMIER : :01 o new business rs ever 
taken after 11 o'clock at night. 

Mr. MOO RE: I have known it to be donr, 
on some occasions. Perhaps the Premier has 

llir. llioorc.] 
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"'arned wisdom. If the suggestion that I 
have m"do w<>re adopted, it would be a 
<ircat convenience to members on this side 
of the House. I quite agree that we want 
>•• got through the business of the session 
before the hot weather commences, and. 
although we want to offer opposition to legi"­
lation wl1ieh we consider will not in any 
way be for the benefit of the State, it wiU 
bo admitted that the Opposition have not 
been captious in their criticism, and have 
assisted the Government in every way to gel 
through legislation which we consider has 
been for the benefit of Queensland. If an 
extra day is ar1ded to the present sitting 
days, the Premier might conside·r the advis­
ableness of meeting our wishes by starting 
a little earlier and adjourning correqpond­
ingly earlier on Friday to enable us to get 
to our homes for the week end. 

"'1r. BRAND: 'I'ho same courtesy as Mr 
Bruco extended to Labour members. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KIRWA-:'i": Yes-the axe. (Renewed 
le.ughtcr.) 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL S·rATE~IENT-RESUlVIPTION oF 

COliC.\IITTEE. 
pir. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

POSTPONE~IENT OF RESOLUTION FOR AIDE-DE­
CAMP'S SALARY. 

Question stated-
" That there be granted to His Majesty 

for the service of the vear 1923-1924 a 
sum not exceeding £300 to defray th··· 
salary of the Aide-de-Camp to his Excel­
lency the Governor." 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe): I beg to move-

" That thi; resolution be temporarily 
withdrawn." 

Question put and passed. 

VOTE ON ACCOUNT, £4,700,000. 
The TREASURER moved-

" That there be granted to His 
Maj osty, on account of the se•rvices for 
the Year 1923-1924, a further sum noL 
exceeding £4,700,000 towards defraving 
the expenses of the various departn{ents 
and services of the State." 

Mr. TAYLOR (TVind.,or): We are noi: 
opposing the vote, although we want some 
:xpla':'ation. In the first place the amount 
IS an mcrease of £200,000 over the sum asked 
for for the same period last year. Last year 
thn amount was £4,500,000, and this year it Is 
£4,700,000. Last year £2,000,000 of the 
expenditu•re was from the Consolidated 
Revenue. £1,250,000 from the Trust and 
Special Funds, and £1,250,000 from the Loan 
Fund. I take it that the Supply asked fo1' 
to-day is for a period of two months. I 
should judge that the amount will be· ample 
tu _carry on the Government during that 
penod. The expenditure for 1922-23 from 
revenue wa; £12,784,382. The Trust Funds 
exp<>nditure for the same period w·ts 
£5,467,668 and the Loan Fund expenditure 
£3,701,750, making a total of £21 953.800. 
'1'he estimated expenditure from the Con­
'"'lidated Revenue this year, according to the 
:;tatement of the Treasurer yesterday, ;, 

[Mr. 111. oore. 

£13,057,063, from 'I'rust Funds £5,962,366. 
and from the Loan Fund £5,038,156-a 
total of £24,057,585, being an increase of 
£2,103,785. I have just mentioned these 
figures to show that the operations of the 
Government are growing in so far as their 
financial administmtion is concerned. Of 
course W<? f·reely admit that, if the State ie 
going t,o }Jrogress, it is necessary that the 
expenditure shall increase. The point I 
particularly wish to stress in this regard, 
and which I mentioned last week, is that 
everv possible care should be exercised in the 
expenditure of this money. That has been 
one of the things the Government have been 
troubled with for some time, although mem­
bers on thi;; side of the House have pointed 
out quite a number of times the fact that the 
va'l'ious enterprises and adventures the 
Government were embarking upon would 
probably result in failure and grave financial 
loss. ·what we pointed out in that direction 
has happened. 

We are faced with the position that the 
Treasurer is going to London in order to 
renew certain loan moneys, and we want 
!hose moneys renewed at as low a rate of 
interest as possible. I take it that during 
the next six or seven months the Government 
will practically be on their trial as to the rate 
of interest they will have to pay for those 
renewals. I do not sav for. one moment that· 
the people in England should be able to dic­
tate to this or any other Government what 
their policy should be; but we all recognise 
that the man who has the money to lend 
has the power by virtue of having that money. 
I do not believe in going down on bend.ed 
knees as suppliants, because I say that we 
as " Sta to have the assets and should be able 
to get the terms required. 

Some of the legislation that has been fore­
shadowcd-I may be wrong and I hopil I 
>'hrdl be• wrong·-is absolutely foredoomod to 
failure, cmd I do not think it will nelp the 
Treasurer one bit. 

A ntattcr I pariicnlarly refer to is the Pal­
merston Land Settlement scheme. Thrtt is 
one of the most fantastic sc.hemes I ha" e 
ho~r.i of for quite a long time. The land mRy 
be all right, but. I think the Se~rebry for 
Publi<J Lacds is mistaken if he thinks he is 
gain~ b ,,et the right type of settkr tu go 
on that land, <>:Hl yet the Government inten.l 
to put thern:oelvcs to an expenditure of thou­
sande of pounds in connection with the 
::;cheme. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope th.; 
hon. m em her is not going to discuss a Bill 
notice of which is already on !he pa,per. He 
will realise that he is not in order in doing 
so. 

Yl:r. 'l'AYLOR: I bow to your ruling, J\Ir. 
Kirwan. Without discussing the Bill, !he 
lcgisla tion will not, in my opinion, assist the 
Treasurer in getting the terrris he is so 
anxious to get and which the people of 
Queensland are so anxious to get. The figures 
I have quoted are taktn from official oonrces 
and are correct. a.nd the Government must 
rcrogniso that they are the trustees of the 
contributions of tho people of Queensland, 
and, as tru-=tees, they are charged wi Gh a. 
great responsibility in expending that money. 
They should expend it in the same "'''Y as 
they would expend their own money. 
Although hon, members might at tim0s be 
inclined to think nnall matters do 11ot count 
in finance, it is out of small matters that the 
big matters grow, and, if care is exercised in 
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every possible direction, so long as effici<·acy 
is not impaired, I do not think we have any­
thir,s to fear. That is all I wish to say at 
this particular juncture. We recognise tint 
the Appropriation Bill has to be passed oo 
that the services of the country may be 
carried· on, but I plead for the economi~al 
expenditure of the Revenue, Loan, and Trust 
Funds. 

The TREASURER {Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoc): In moving the resolution I should 
han' mentioned the reasons why the aggre­
gate amount is larger than last year. It is 
mainly required for increased Trust Fund 
disbursements. For the Trust :Funds 
la.st yea;r we asked £1,250,000. T,his year we 
are askmg for £1,500,000. The extm trans­
a.ctions involved in .connection with central 
sugar-mills, cotton trading, Main Roads 
Boar-d's opmations, and State Advances Cor­
poration account for the extra amount. I 
referred to the extra commitments of the Go­
vernment in the Financial Sttttement vester­
day. I also gave the net balance at the end 
of the year. During the year we naturally 
expect that the Trust Funds will be recouped; 
the larger expenditure will involve larger 

recoupments. In the corrcspond­
[4 p.m.J ing Appropriation Bill last year 

we asked for £1,250,000 from the 
Loan Fund, whilo this year we are aeking 
for £1.200,000. In connection with the pre­
vious Bill we had on account £400,000, while 
this vear we have had on account £600.000. 
'!'he expenditure, of course, is at a greater 
rate this year than it was at this time last 
year, and the total amount appropriated till 
October corresponds to the higher expendi­
ture this year than last year. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Approximately, how 
much do yo.u appropriate from the end of 
the last financi8.l year to the beginning of 
October? 

The TREAS1~-RER: From Consolidated 
Revenue, £2,000,000; from Trust Funds 
£1,500,000; and from the Loan Fund, 
£1,200,000-a total of £4,700,000. The Loan 
Fund operatiom. are assuming very consider­
able magnitude, but the Government have 
no desire., urg0nt as some of the works may 
be, to go beyond what i·> consi·dered to be a 
reasonable amount. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Your Loan Funds 
have been reduced very materially. 

The TREASURER: The Loan Fund is in 
an excellent position. The hon. member will 
see the exact position from the Treasurer's 
financial tables, which were tabled yesterday, 
and aleo from my Financial Statement, 
delivered yesterdav. \Ve are keeping within 
the Estimates, and no doubt we shall carry 
on nntil about the end of next year without 
having to negotiate a further loan overseas 
for that purpose. 

Mr. 2\IOORE (l! ubiqny) : I quite recognise 
that a temporary Appropriation Bill is a 
nccc,.sity, but I also recognise that a great 
deal of the money we are asked to provide 
is being expended recklessly. Every now 
and again we gPt a little illuminating flash 
which shows us the way in which public funds 
arc being expended without proper value 
being obtained for the expenditure. I can 
call attention to one or two small items 
which are illustrative of what is going on 
all over Queensland. Take as an illustration 
the question I asked recently about the cost 
of sinking a bore on Gowrie. It cost £688 

to sink that bore, while bores all round that 
district, sunk by private enterprise, cost 
only £65 to £70. Whenever the Government 
take on work of this nature they always 
seem to be unfortunate in having to pay 
about five times what the work is worth. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do you 
say that private individuals never get into 
these difficulties? 

Mr. MOORE: They get into them now and 
again, but never twice. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Private 
individuals get into the same difficulties, but 
you have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. MOORE : What I object to is that 
the Government are continually getting into 
these difficulties. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Bores 
are put down more efficiently and more 
economically hy the Government. 

Mr. i\IOORE: They do nol put them down 
efficiently or economically, and they do not 
get valne for the money expended. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : People 
with a grievance come to you about the 
failures. 

Mr. MOORE: People do not come to me 
with grievances. I happened to sec this 
myself, as it happens to be in my own 
district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA~ms : If you 
saw that and knew that the man was not 
doing the correct thing, why did you not 
bring it under the notice of the Minister? 

Mr. MOORE: I did not know what the 
n1an \vas doing or Vi/horn he \Vas working for. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: But you 
made political usE: of it later on. 

Mr. MOORE: As soon as I came into this 
House I a,ked a question as to what it had 
cost. It is the same in connection with the 
soldiers' "ettlement at Yarraman. It took 
about seventeen months to put ·down a bore 
there. \Ve have all sorts of instances of 
reckless expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Haven't 
you ever hoard of private companies making 
similar mistakes? 

:Mr. MOORE: Of course, I have; but the 
Government are the guardians of the funds 
of the people, and they should take due care 
that these mistakes do not happen a second 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Do you 
know that in Cairns a man robbed Burns, 
Philp, and Co., Ltd., for twelve months 
without them finding it out? He robbed 
them of over £1,000. 

::\fr. :\IOORE: It is quite likely that these 
things do happen, but that does not make 
any excuse for the perpetual waste of public 
money that is going on throughout the length 
and breadth of Queensland. One nee·d only 
read the report in connection with the Inker­
nlan irrigation scheme. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The Inkerman mill crushed 
over 100,000 tons of cane this year. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about the 
amount of sugar~cane grown or the amo-unt 
crushed; I r1m talking about the waste of 
public fnnds. 

Mr. COLLINS: I got a bigger vote there 
this time than ever. 

Mr. Jlloon:..) 
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Mr. MOORE : If you can afford to pay 
people hke that and do not get value for 
the expenditure, it probably does affect the 
vote. \Ye find money is being expended 
unwisely in many directions. That is so in 
connection with Loan Funds. I arri: not 
obj eating to new works that are being carried 
out, because I have not much information 
as to how they arc being carried out, but I 
do say tha1 on exi~ting railway lines loan 
money is being double-banked. \Vhenever 
it becomes necess>try to relay the rails or 
erect a navvy's cottage it all comes out of 
loan money. 

The TREASURER: In relaying rails it IS 

only the extra value represented bv the 
increased vallle of the extra rails that is 
debited to Loan Fund. 

Mr. J\100RE: When it comes to streno·then­
ing bridges or other work that should be 
carried out from the l\1aintenance Fund it is 
charged to loan. 

The TREASURER: There is a definite account­
ing practice ·•.s to what -hould be debited 
to Loan Fund. 

Mr. MOORE: I very much doubt it. At 
the present tin1e vou sen "\YhPro a doYiation 
is being made 'that is costing £25.000. 
Originally the line was paid for out of loan 
money, and the Government still have to 
pay intere't on that money. 

The TREAS'CHER: \\'hat did the Denham 
Governn1ont do ? 

Mr. :\IOORE: Never mind what the 
Denham Government did. I am pointing 
out that we arc double·banking loan money 
on some lines of railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR P·unLIC LAKDS: \Vhat 
abo.ut the shirt'; when they are carrying out 
thmr work? Y on are a shire councillor. I 
call point to n1auy blunders in your shire. 

Mr. 1\iOORI£: I would like tlw hon. gentle­
man to point to one single instance where \VC 

have double-banked c>xpenditure of loan 
money. 

'l_'he SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LAKDS: You tip 
a wad of etones mto a mudhole and then 
say it is a road. 

Mr. MOORE: That mav be a ven lo"'ical 
argument, but I cannot se'e how it appli~s to 
the double-banking of loan monev in con­
nection :vith our railways. The point I am 
makmg IS that no I hing is written off in con­
nection with the railwavs. There is no Sink­
ing Fund, and, whene,:{:~r it con1c;;; to re la v­
ing,. the pu.tting down of new sleepers, or 
makmg deviatww, It 1s all added on to the 
lonn. That means that the Railwav Com­
missioner is having a harder and har<lPr ta:-k 
-I will not say to make the lines profitable, 
but to make the loss on these lines a little less 
than it is at the pres0nt time. That principle 
should not be earned out. Those expenses 
should be charged to revenue. \Vhen you are 
maintaining a system of railways the cost 
should be charged io revenue, the same as 
any other n1aintenance cost. 

The TREASURER:. ~elaying, strengthening 
bridges, and deYia twn Improvements are 
charged to loan. 

Mr. MOORE:. And the taking up of 
sleepers and puttmg down new ones. 

The TREASURER : No. 

Mr. MOORE: If the Treasurer looks at 
his tables, he will see that that is so. 

[Mr. llioore. 

'I'he TREASURER : I can assure the hon. 
H;cmbcr that it is not so. 

Mr. MOORE : I am taking the hon. mem­
ber's own Estimates, >Yhich show that the 
cost of replacing sleepers is charged to loan. 
It shows that they are paying twice for the 
same business. 

The TREASURER: No; a due proportion is 
charged to loan where improvements are 
effected. 

l\!Ir. MOO RE: I cannot agree with the 
Trea::;urcr, vdw is inclined to excuse himself. 
In my opinion, '"" arc getting illto a state 
where the assd is depreciating all the time, 
and, instead of keeping up that a&set out of 
revenue and writing up a certain an1ount of 
1 c·Ycnuc every year tn keep it in repair, we 
an~ charging a certain' proportion to loan. 
In the end it will mean higher freights and 
fare8, or r-lsc rnoro 1noney from the taxpayers 
tc1 kec•p up an ac.eet which is depreciating 
and which should be maintained out of 
rt'Ycnue. JVIo:,t of our money js sunk in 
railways, and the t 1Xpaycrs have a very 
he a',; burden to be u. I was in hopes of 
seeing this burden consid.,rably lightened; 
but from the wa.l things are going on one 
does not see any possibilitv of the burden 
becoming lighter, but thP probability is 
that it will bc·como LcaYier. The Treasurer 
should take into consideration the whole 
fads of the c:.se at the present time. 'l'he 
Treasury should keep tight hold of the 
expenditure through their inspe-ctor-;, and 
see that full Ya lue is got for money exppnded, 
and not wait until attention is called to 
these matter., here by hon. members and 
then accuse them of making political capital 
out of it. H is a matter of Y\ hether the 
peop1t>'s n10ih)Y is h('ing cxpr>nded in an 
efficient n1a,nncr. VVhen one 1nistukc is 
followed up by another mi,take of a similar 
na i ure, i-L is tln1o to dra vv attention to it, 
and sec if it i, not possible to obviate useless 
expenditure :·nd ensure that full v<tlue is 
rceciYcd for the 1nonc:v '\rhich is spent. 

The THEASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/la!ioc): I would like to rPply to the 
statement. of the hon. member that we are 
doing maintenancE: \\ ork ac.d charging it to 
loan, which I agree with him would be a 
wrong- practice if adopted, because the capital 
cost reprec,cnted by the expenditure for main­
tenance of an a•set ought to be an ordinary 
annual cost. Certain in1proven1ents are 
charged to loan, and also to revenue-a due 
proportion being allotted to each-and in the 
accountancy sYstem of the Railway Depart­
ment, which is approved by the Auditor­
General, ccrtaill improvcn1ents arc charged to 
revenue accou11t. For instance, there is an 
item of £275,356 on the Railway Estimates 
for labour for mainl<'nance of permanent way, 
stores and contingencies, relaying, and 
replacements, 11ain Range, and there are 
similar items throughout thc Estimates. 
The dtue proportion is arrived at by the 
accountants of the Rrtiiway Department. 

Mr. VowLES: Is that a uniform system: 
right through? 

The TREASURER: Thev have a uniform 
system, I ban not the slightest doubt; it 
must nccl"~saril v be a uniform svstem. The 
Railway Depa1:tmcnt cRnnot cafry on in a 
haphazard iashion by follo·.c ing out an old 
system and aiternately substituting a new 
one. It is quite proper to charge permanent 
improYement; to loan. but expeaditure for 
maintenance ought to be charged to revenue, 
and is so charged. 
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Mr. VOWLES (Dnny): I ani at a loss 
t" understand tho arguments of the 'frea­
surcr. 1 have taken some figures from the 
table from which he quoted. I find the 
expenditure on buildings by Public Works 
Department from revenue and loan, respec­
tiYPly, from 1912-1913 to 1922-1923 to be as 
follows:-

Year. 

1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 

I 
EXPENDITURE FRO)!-', 

i Percentage 
1---------~ from Loan. 

Revenue. Lortn. 

£ £ 0 
0 

163,J38 51,698 ~4 
160,750 68,819 2\l 
190,438 7-;,353 28 
135,145 ] :!7,92± 4!) 

I 
12:2,69J 135,764 5:) 

D8,122 10.),25H 5:2 
101,410 113.660 5:) 

.. ! 89,547 168,583 65 
99,817 2:W,935 6~1 
79,991 ' 161,120 67 .. I .. 96,008 164,794 6± 

I cannot reconcile those percentages with the 
uniform s;·stem of accountancy which the 
'l'reasurcr has told m about. It 'may happen, 
of course, that the payments required in con­
nection with some of this expenditure were 
<eharged from one account to the other. It 
appears to nw that ~, e aro utilising our 
loan moncvs in a different way to what pre­
vious GovcrnnH~nL did; in other words, wo 
arc SlJonding rnoncv on 1naintenancc from 
loan. It is n·'ccssan that the Government 
,cn·ico should bo car;.ied on, no matter what 
happens, but I would like to remind the 
Treasurer that thoro is a good deal in what 
tho lPader of the Opposition has pointed 
DUt. Tho hon. gentleman is going on the 
rr.arket for loans, and a man has really to 
Le judged h:~ his actions. In the past, we 
have froquent.ly had (Juotations made from 
the " Trustees' Quarterly Review." and I 
wish to quote from th'li journal. One would 
almost imagine that this was specially 
designed fm the purpose of criticism on the 
finances of Queensland and more particularly 
the Treasurer himself. The " Trustees' 
Quarterly Review" of July last has the 
following :-

"A BAliKER'S \YARliDiG. 

" Mr. Thomas Bnckland, president of 
the Bank of ="ew South Wales, in the 
course of his addre•,s to shareholders at 
the half-;·e:trly meeting last month said: 
-' The good seasons and the very satis­
factory prices which have been ruling for 
some time, and which still continue 
for our premwr product. wool, tog-ether 
with the distribution recently of over 
£6,000.000 on account of 'Bawra,' have 
been the chief causes of a most buoyant 
state of affairs in our mid,t. As one 
travels about the great cities of Sydney 
and Melbourne one cannot fail to be 
!mrressod b;r the evidence of prosperity 
m the form of new buildings, which 
appear in all direvtions. and the signs 
of affiuonce are perhaps still more 
emphasised in the activity of the stock 
and sh·tre market. Government and 
industrial stocks have increased so very 
largely in market values during the last 
'[!10n_th or. so that one might almost feel 
JUstified 111 the optimistic feeling that 
-the prosperity of the moment would go 
on for all time. There are, ho\vover, 
three factors we cannot overlook. Firstly, 

there is the unceri.aintv of our seasons 
(this very moment we .{re threatened by 
a seyere ·drought) ; secondly, there is the 
question of a market for our goods .... 
The third factor to be considered, and 
considered seriously by thinking men of 
affairs, is our public expenditure, which 
in tho nresent affluent circumstances is 
so lavish. It is easy (for the present) 
to pass this unpleasant subject over; so 
much n1orc pleasant to ignore it, so 
infinitely comfortable to be a. public man 
of the bold, courageous, optimistic order 
and squander money for the approval of 
those peopie who live for tho day only. 
But there is a very much more serious 
view of the ques!~on. The system of 
money-say, ftnancc-is the basis upon 
which the civilisation of the world is 
formed, and any country, municipal 
bods·, or other institution which ignores 
this fact and '' astcs money on unpro­
ductive, fanciful undertakings. or care­
less expenditure, must inevitably sooner 
or later hi!. and ruin themsehes and all 
conrerned.: " 

I think we would be perfectly justified in 
saying that he is referring to Queensland. 

The TREASl'RER: He is a :'\ew South Wales 
banker. 

Mr. \'0\VLES; I know that, but do not 
those remarks apply so far as Queensland i-; 
ronccrncd? Ha Ye \VC not got a host of un­
productive undertakings which haye been 
financed out of these vorv monevs '! Are wo 
not carrying on unproductive, fai1ciful under­
takings? Are we not experimenting with 
State enterprises in the hope of realising an 
ideal? These are the things which count 
with a bank. The expenditure to-day is 
almost double what it was when the hon. 
gentleman's party took office, and yet he is 
looking for more on every occasion. 

The TREASURER: The Commonwealth ex­
penditure has doubled. 

Mr. VOWLES: Their position is quite 
different. The:-' wanted it for war purpos0s. 
Tbis year, according to the Treasurer's Fina 1l­

cial Ste.te1nent, wo are going to expend from 
all source, a sum of £24,000.000 from the 
Consolidatod Revenue, Trust Funds, and Loan 
Fund. What I object to in regard to thdt 
expenditure is that, instead of the huge sums 
which are being spent by tho Government 
from Loan Fund being devoted to reproductiYe 
undertakings, they haYe boon diverted to 
\ arious State enterprises, with the result th,li: 
we haYe not the progress which v;e should 
hayo for the monev. Look at the State enter­
prises. which last· year took something like 
£200,00·J out of the pockets of the gcmeral 
taxpavers. It is time the Treasurer seriouslv 
considered the position and took a bold step 
and recognised that it is unprofitable and that 
the experiment has failed. He should close 
up the unproductiye undertakings and not 
use the productive ones to bolster up the bad 
ones. 

The TREASURER : I made no such suggestion 
as that. 

Mr. VOWLES : I knDw that, so far as State 
enterprises are concerned, the hon. g ·ntleman 
has done it in the past. He does not require 
legislative authority for that. I remember 
that our Auditor,General, on different occa.­
sions. has uttered a word of warning and 
asked the Treasurer to g-o steady and look 
ahead, in effect, but he has not done so. I 
ofTor the suggestion now that he should not 

111r. Vowles,] 
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go in for too much fanciful legislation. ·roo 
much money has been spent during the last 
few years which we are never going to get 
baclc: It is all very well to say that it is 
developing the State. It is not developin~ 
the State; it is merely cr·eating a bad adver­
tisement for the State. It is going to show 
that the State is not what it has been repre­
sented to be in the past. Had the monev 
which has been wasted upon these under­
takings been utilised by private enterprise in 
the direction in which the Government havo 
utilised thorn, we might be in a very mnch 
better position than we are to-day. Instead 
of having development, we have secured 
a bad "'dvertisement and got an inflated 
revenue. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxle:;): I wouH 
like to. take this opportunity to ascertain 
from tho 'freasurcr the position in regard to 
taxation matters. We know that this has 
been a subject of close discussion between the 
Commonwealth and the various States, and 
that an agreement has been arrived at with 
some of them. :-.lew South \Vales knows 
exactly w·here it is, for instance. Some of us 
have pronounced vie\\s on this subject. There 
is concern on the part of all taxpayers as to 
what the position is with regard to the tax;J.­
tion returns, which are falling due for attee­
tion directly. Speaking generally, I think 
that Queenslanders are of opinion that it is 
a. pity that the Commonwealth will not vacato 
the field of direct taxation altogether ancl 
leave it to the States. That seems to be 
the simplest way of dealing with the problem. 
If the Commonwealth attempts to extract 
some small part of taxation from Queensland. 
for example, it means that it has to retain a 
certain proportion of its expensive machinery, 
and the taxpayers de not get the relief for 
which they have been looking. The trouble, 
of eo urse, has arisen because estimates which 
were placed before the States bv the Common­
wealth, upon which the suggestion of the 
Commonwealth was based, are thought to be 
unreliable. Some kind of agreement has been 
entered into by New South Wales for a period 
of five years, which indicates that there doe'l 
not seem to be any hcpe of arriving at a per­
manent solution of the problem during that 
time. Queensland appears to be in a position 
of indecision at the pre,·ent moment. If it 
were due to the unfortunate indisposition of 
the Commissioner, which we all exceedinglv 
deplore, one could understand it; but, at all 
ev·ents, the taxpayers are looking for some 
announcement on the matter, and I hope that 
this occasion will present to the Treasure~ 
an opportunity to say something in regard to 
the matter. As has been stressed by previous 
speakers, the public debt interest is mountino­
steadily year by year and reaehino- larf':~ 
dim2nsions. Relief should be given ,;herev·;,r 
possible, and if in giving It \VC can ren1ove 
from taxpayers certain aggravating circum­
stances and at the same time tend towards 
efficiency, we are doing something which is 
very desirable. We are all agreed that one 
collecting authority is one means by which we 
can give relief. Therefore, I hop~ the Trea­
surer will take advantage of this opportunity 
to give us some little information on the 
matter. vVhen I aske·d a question on the 
subject some little while ago, the hon. gentle­
man said that he would afford it as early as 
possible. 

There is one matter which has been 
referred to on various occasions when dis­
~ussing loan mattors which has a particular 

f Mr. V 01vlcs. 

bearing upon our seeking loan moneys in 
Great Britain. I have oft ·n heard it stated 
in this Chamber that we must not tolerate 
interference with our self-governing rights, 
and the inference is that the British Govern­
ment have endeavoured unduly to interfere 
with the conditions which apply to loans. 

The TRK\SURER : There is no suggestion to 
that effect. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Treasurer has 
not made it. but certain interjections have 
been made by hon. members opposite, the 
inference from which is that the interference 
has been by the British Government. It must 
be cleulv understood that that is not so in 
any shape or form. It is quite true that 
the British Govemment helped to finance 
certain parts of the Dominions from time 
to time, but that ·doeo not apply in any 
way to our loan transactions in the old 
country. We know quite well that the 
negotiations of the Treasurer when he goes 
home will be conducted with the representa­
tiv"s of the big financial bodies at home, 
which give the l0ad in financial circles in 
these matters. They are represented by 
certain brokers who are understood to be 
specialists in the matter of floating loans for 
the self-governing Dominions. The reason I 
stress this point is in order that I may again 
impress on all concerned the necessity of 
striving to create a feeling of 'ecurity in the 
minds of these people and of these specialists, 
Po as to n1akc the Treasurer's mission as suc­
cessful as possible. These brokers, of course. 
take the lead in such matters, and unless they 
put the hallmark on any proposal, then the 
banks and the insurance institutions and. 
others who arc such large contributors to 
these loans--

Mr. FERRICKS: ~'>nd incidentally interfere 
with our self-governing rights. 

Mr. ELPHI:'-iSTONE: Not at all. The 
hon. member might as well say that, when 
you go to a money-lender and ask him to lencl 
you money, he is interfering with your free­
dom if he imposes some conditions. The 
position is that you go to those who con­
trol moneys in grc.;,t Britain and who have 
nothing to do with Government activity, and 
you ask them to lend money to you, and in 

lending that money they stipulate 
[4 p.m.] the conditions on which they are 

prepared to recommend and 
underwrite same. The hon. member for 
South Brisbane, by his interjection, shows 
that he is not seized with the proper aspect 
of this matter. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member for Oxley 
is V\Tong in as6u1ning that the man who 
lends the money is the only person who 
attempts to dictate the policy. He is not 
the only one. 

Mr. ELPHI:'-JSTO;\JE: It is those men 
·who say whether the loan transaction is a 
desirable one or not, and according to their 
decision the financial circles in London are 
largely influenced. The object of my raising 
this discussion is not to raise vexatious ques­
tions, but rather so that those who have to 
handle these problems will have a true 
appreciation of the position and cut our cloth 
accordingly. 

JYir. FERRICKS: You come back to the same 
point again-to cut our cloth according to 
their desires. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:-.lE: No. If the hon. 
member for South Brisbane is not prepared 
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to agree to the conditions which the money­
lender m England Imposes, why go there? 

Mr. FERRICKS: Th0 people of Queensland 
are opposed to the imposition of such con­
ditions. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO~E: There is no need 
for the hon. member to abuse the meney­
lender. 

Mr. FERRJCKS: I am not abusing that 
man. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO~E: Not to-day. I am 
not speakmg mdiVIdually. There has been 
a tremendous amount of abuse hurled at that 
circle in London, simply because they exer­
cised the prerogative-which is every man's 
nght-to dictate the terms on which money 
is to be lent. 

Mr. FERRICKS: They went a great deal 
further than that. 

The TREAScRER: The hon. member for 
Oxley's assumption is entirely wrong. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That may be 
because the hon. gentleman does not agree 
with it; it may not be palatable. We 
approach this matter with a desire to assist 
the si tu a ti on. I am rertain that if the Trea­
surer, when he undertakes his mission in the 
immediate future, can rid these particular 
circles in London of the fear and doubt as 
to the secu.rity which we have to offer it is 
going to make his lot and the lot of th~ tax­
payers and the future of Queensland easier. 

Mr. FERRICKS: That is if we submit to 
their dictation. 

Mr. ELI'HIXSTONE: It is not dictation. 
Mr. FERRICKS: They tried to dictate to tL< 

before. 

Mr ELPHINSTOl'\E : The hon. member 
may interpret it in that way. If you ,-o to 
a bank and say, ''I have certain secnriti.es 
to ofier, and I want a loan," becaus0 the 
banker says, " I am not impressPd with the 
1vay thut you conduct your business." is 
there any right to abuse that banker? ~That 
would be ridiculous. That banker is simoly 
exercismg his right or prerogative in his 
position, which he is entitled to do. That 
is exactly the position taken up by those 
who control money matters in London. 

I wish to deal with a matter contained in 
an answer given to a question this afternoon 
with re•opect to main roads. When the Main 
Roads Act was before this House, every hon. 
member expressed appreciation that the Go­
vernment were undertaking that activity. 
I do not think anyone at that stage recog­
nised the enormous cost pe1· mile that the 
construction of main roads would entail 
and it came as a shock to me this afternoo~ 
to learn that the maximum cost in regard 
to the building of these main roads has been 
over £6.000 per mile, and that the average 
cost is £2,000 to £3,000 per mile. 

The TREASURER: The a\erage in the 
U?ited States is equivalent to £9,000 per 
mile. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The main roads in 
the United States are made of concrete to a 
very large extent. and arc of such a nature 
as to be everlasting. I have seen some main 
roads built in Queensland. and I would not 
for one minute anticipate that they are going 
to last one-tenth of the time of a concrete 
road. 

The TREASURER: The Main Roads Board 
is laying· down roads that are supposed to be 
durable. There is no limit to the life of 
those roads so long as they .are maintained 
according to the specified standard. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We hope that 
those anticipations will be realised. I can 
give 1ny experience in regard to the road 
between hero and Ipswich, which has been 
given some attention bv the Main Roads 
Board, and is certainly a· very great improve­
ment on what it used to be. I am not in 
any way belittling the effort<> of the Main 
Roads Board; we want that boal'd to 
succeed. It is the cost that we are con­
cerned about. When you consider that its 
activity throughout the length and breadth 
of Queensland is costing an average of 
£2,000 to £3,000 per mile, that, in my judg­
ment. is a colossal sum. That is a matter 
which requires very grave consideration, and 
it is a question that lends itself to close 
inquiry to see if the cost cannot be reduced. 
\Vhen tackling this cost we are largely tack­
ling the Government on their policy of day 
labour. The road between here and Ipswich 
illustrates that, where a bridge was let by 
contract, it was finished long before the road 
leading to it was finished. They ·were started 
at approximately the same time, but one was 
built under the contract system, and the 
other under the day labour system. I con­
tend that that lea·ds up to a question where 
economv can be studied and can be effected, 
but in tackling the cost we tackle this ques­
tion of day labour, to which the Government 
seem so hopelessly tied up. To be fair, I 
am prepared tD admit that in a job such as 
the Goyernmcnt have in hand in the com­
pletion of the Treasury Buildings !'t the 
corner of George and Queen streets It may 
he argued that the Department of Public 
Works by the day labour system can com­
plete that job more cheaply than under the 
contract svstem. Thov can do that simply 
because bv reason of ~the magnitude of the 
job they can concentrate on it all t~c super­
vision that is necessary to make the Job satis­
factory, whereas, with widely spread jobs of 
much smaller >;nagnitu.de I argue that the 
contract system is much more satisfactory 
and very much more economical. I just 
want to give an illustration-a rather 
humorous one-which shows the length to 
which the day labour question can be 
carried. There is a school in my electorate. 
The lock on the front door of that school 
was defective. and the teacher reported the 
matter to the department interested, which 
sent out an inspector to look at the lock. 
It meant a matter of a train journey for 
f0w miles and then a vehicle journey of .) 
miles to 'get to the school. The inspector 
came back and reported that the lock was 
defective. and a man was sent down to 
remove the lock and bring it back to Bris­
bane. It was then repaired and taken back 
once more to this school, and put on the 
door, and within a fortnight it broke down 
again. I am tempted tD say that that trans­
action cost the GoYornmont at least £10. It 
cost that amount to repair a lock which a 
local tradesman could have put on for a tiny 
fraction of that price. I know that is an 
extreme case, but it is by extreme cases that 
we can see how wasteful the whole system is, 
and how it adds to the cost of government 
in Queensland. It is having these particular 
illustrations in mind that causes one to sug­
gest that a business commission appointed 

Mr. Elphinstone.J 
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at this juncture, when econom:c is so sadly 
needed, could not but help to lift the burden 
of taxation that is coming increasingly Ul)011 

us. 
The question of irrigation has been 

referred to. There has been evidence of 
colossal waste in that direction. I presume 
that I am right in saying that the expendi­
ture per farm irrigated in the Inkerman 
scheme is approximately £3,000. If £1,000 
had been made available to each farmer in 
that locality, he could have had just as 
efficient a system as he has got to-da~-. He 
would have had permanent water on his 
ground, whereas now he has only got it 
periodically. It is going to cost such a 
colossal sum that the farmer will not be able 
to bear the burden of the interest and 
redemption and the upkeep of the system. 
Therefore, it is proposed to pass on to the 
taxpa.yer approximately £2 10s. per acre 
of the irrigable area, \vhich is again increaB­
ing the burden of taxation. That is not a 
business propo-ition. That provides an illus­
tration of contributing causes in regard to 
E'Xllenditurc, and our object in raising these 
points is to imprPss upon all those concerned 
on occasions like this the need for economy, 
and to giyc -what we b0li<'VC are some rca~on­
able suggestions as to how economy can be 
effected. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Tl1eodore, 
Chi/lagoc): The hon. member for Oxlcy ha 
raised two or three points to which I ,,-onld 
like to J'eply. One is about what is 1,oing 
to he done in connection with the proposed 
taxation agreen1ent between 1he Common­
wealth and the State. The hon. member 
assnmed that the dchn has been due to 
tardiness on the part of the State. There is 
no justification for that assumption. 

1\{r. ELPHTNSTO)IE: I Lhuught it was due to 
the- unfortunat:J illness of the Commissioner. 

The TREASURER ·. The hon. member is 
not correct in assurning that it is duE:' to a,ny 
c"use for which the State is rcspon. iLl e. At 
the instance of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment the Commissioner of Taxation pro­
ceeded to Melbourne, but, unfortunately, 
before an agreement was reached. he had to 
return to Brisbane on account of illness. The 
officer who has since represented the State in 
the negotiations with the C'ommonwealih has 
gone into the matter of tho proposed agree­
lnent with the Commonwealth officials in 
detail. Since his return I hav'' had his 
report and consiciered the draft agreement, 
cmd we have now agreed on the terms of the 
agreement. I have suggested certain modi­
fications in the proposed agreenwnt, which was 
returned to the Commonwealth two or thl'(ee 
weeks ago. I haYe not since heard anything 
from the Commonwealth. The Common­
wealth is natnrally anxious lo conclude an 
agreement with !he State, but any delay 
that may be now taking place is due to their 
tardiness in coming to a decision in the 
matter. 'l'axpayers, however, will not be 
required to make any returns in additio'l to 
those they make to the State. as th<'Y will be 
ample for both Commonwealth and State pur­
pose'. The basis of the agreement, as hon. 
members n0 doubt are aware, involves the 
collectiou cf the taxes by the Shto for the 
Commonwealth as weli as collectinrr the State 
tax. ThA points of ditierenee centre around 
the question of what part of the Comncon­
wealth staff will be taken over. 

Mr. KELSO: Is the Commonwealth going to 
pay the Sta to for the work of collection? 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

The TREASURER: I am not goin,<r to 
give any more doiail at this_jun~ture. ~Vhen 
!he agreement is concluded 1t wJll be la1d on 
the table of ihe House, but, whlle nflgotJa­
tions are bci ng carried on, I cannot sa.y any~ 
thing more than thaL. 

The hon. mmhber for Oxley also referred to 
the financial situation in London a.nd the 
prospects of Queensland in London. and he 
explained the attitude of the people ~here who 
have in the nast exerc1sed certain Influences 
on the operations of Quee~1sland in a. very 
innocent way. No one can d1spute w1th h1m or 
with anyone else who makes the assertwn that 
the ma~ who has monov to invest has a perfeQt 
right to invest it where he likes. A man 
would be vcrv foolish to think that any Go­
vernment. had any right to sugg:ost to the 
rnan in England with money to InYPst how 
he should invest it, or to think th_at the 
Queensla.nd Government had ar,tY _leg1tJmate 
grievance if ho did not JDYest 1t Ill Queens­
!tmd stock. That would be a ver .. · foohsh 
attitude to take up. The man who has con­
trol of his o-.vn money will naturally "'""cJse 
his own mature judgment as to ho"' he shall 
invest it. My complaint. however. Js not that 
investors in EnglaiHl \vcrc att~rnphng to 
dictate to Queensland,_ but that some pen<;m 
in London, -wbo excre1se _Infiuen.cc 111 the Cit~~ 
and who nevt>r prouably uwcst m Qnecnsland 
stock, were dictating a policy end attempt~:1g 
to influence inveo;'.tors against 1nvcstu1g 111 
Queensland. Therein lie_, th~ whole gmv?­
men of the charge agamst mterference m 
London. I said, and I cio not think it can be 
refuted, that a smail coterie in London, _con 
sistino- of not more than perhaps 100 mdl­
~-i.duals, cxercitJe a_, gtoat i11flucnce. a!ld arc 
able to exercise a sinister influence In prc­
ycnting the successful flotation of a Govern­
ment loan. In fact. a threat of that nature 
was reallv madc) in London I am not men­
tionina !his vvith a view to reopening old 
v.oumfs or anything of that kind, but to 
clarifv the ~tmosphere w1th respect to how 
we regard that threat. There arc. certam 
gentlemen in London who m1ght have 
thought they were justified in tho actwn 
thev took, but although they were ';lot 
directly connecterl with the ioan . Hotatwn 
there, either as bankers, brokers, or Jnvestors, 
1 hec· were in a position to say whether the 
lean would be promoted or refused. As a 
me.tter of fact, one of the direct threats made 
was that, if we attempted in spite of the atti­
tude adopted by t!wse gentlemen to put our 
loan upon the market, we would . be boy­
cotted. The inYcstors in London cons1st m the 
agg-regate of, ::my, a n1illion or 1norc indi­
Yiduals. Thev are scattered th1·oughout the 
length 0f the. Briti~h Isles, and arc not in 
any way concerned, directly or indirectly, 
wilh politics in Queensland, but they tab' 
their a<h-ice from the local brokers_ who are 
guiJod to a great extent by th<; London 
brokers, undcnvriters. or institut1ons who 
circularise the provincial commission agents 
and brokers, and so on. They would be only 
concerned about invc ~ting in a Queensland loan 
if there was some decision on the part of the 
body controlling thc~e operations in Londor,t. 
The London Stock Exchange comrmttee Jf> 
the most influential body controlling these 
matters. Mv complaint is that those interests 
attempted to influeLce tho Stock Exchange 
committee to thtt: a ten us with the removal of 
our stock from the Stock Exchange list. It 
was not a question of the right of !nvoetors 
to invest their monov where thev Wl,hed, or 

hether they had a free right to' invc't their 
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money. It was a question of others coming 
in and threatening a boycott unless we yielded 
to their representations. 1'\o ono will con­
done or attempt to _justify that kind of 
action. It v~as a singular action, so frrr as a 
GDvernrrwnt was concerned, in tho hiatory 
of public finance in London. The govornm· 
of the Bank of England told me that 't was 
:tlmost nnbelievable that persons who wore 
not underwriter~, or brokers, or bankPrs, 
>.vould aiternpt, to impose eonditi{Jn.<:; before 
a loan would be a pprovod of by I horn. 

. Mr. KELSO: You admit this feeling· cxi,ted 
lll r,ondon before the deh•gation gut tlwro? 

The TREASCRER: Xo. How dor,s the 
hon. membee arrive at that conclusion '1 This 
all happened. while the delegation was in 
London. I dHl not want to raise this issue 
again. The question i> not the simple one the 
hem. member for Oxlpy suggested. It i, not 
a question of the right of the inve•tor to 
invest his money whero he chooses. Tt ie 
quite clea.r that the Government \vou1rl have 
bad no difficulty in getting tho loan sub­
scnbed but for the fact that certain action 
was takon in financial circles in London to 
prevent investors invc,sting in the Qucet;;;<land 
loan, and that influence \Vas nltf'mpted to L~~ 
brought to bear on the committee o£ the Lon­
dDn Stock Exchange to haxe the Que''nsland 
loans removed from the Stock Excl1" 1wc list 
and have the loan it;;elf Jpdared an ~nsuit: 
>cble im c .. tment. I do not anticin:lho that 
p~l''cr wil1 be exercised again. I hoPe it never 
will be. The whole of the facts bear out the 
statenwnt I have made frequentl_1-thnt. so 
fat a' thP credit of the State is concerned it 
is hlgh, that investor:.; are not cone .'rnc.J1 ab~ut 
politic' in this State. but arc onlv concerned 
about getting a safe and reasonvablc invcst­
n~ent. If. an investor i,j prepared to pwv as 
high a priCe for Queen,]and stock as for J'\ew 
South \Val0~ or Virtorinn stock of th~~ samf' 
dt'nominiltion, it shows that he doe,, l" .,ard 
Queensland as ranking as high in credit 'and 
as offering as safe security as the securities 
of those States. That has bcon the position 
all along m London. Generallv most inn'· tors 
arE' prepared to accept Queei1slanci stock as 
they do anv other stock ancl to regard it as 
just as good security, and there is no reason 
why they sh<mld have any other views. Xo 
(Jlle has .ever contemplated for a mornent a.n.v 
default lll tho paymc'nt of tho inte1·ost on our 
l<,ans or of not meeting the liabilit'· of the 
principal when due. (Hear, hear!) It would 
bo ~mthi!lkable in a State like Queonslacd­
or In anv part of the British E1nrrirc, or in 
any part of the civilised world-for a Go­
vernment not to rccogni~~ its oblig-~iions. I 
rPassert it is not a question of politics. bnt. 
11nfortunatoly in this case, the hig-.h frcling 
existing in this State was can·iod to London 
instead of being loLight out here in Queens­
land. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES (Wynmun): Thr, 
TrPasurer has, I think. let in some sidP­
lights in connection with the subject of his 
previous visit to the old country. I want to 
follow on the same iinPs as the Troasur<'l" 
himself, and do not want to introduce at 
this juncture something which may c;rme a 
disturbance. The Treasurer has explained 
the matter in a wa.y that it has never pre­
viously been explained, and I think ho has 
revealed this one fact: that the influences 
which were supposed to be at work and used 
to the fullest extent in Queensland were not 

th' influences that affected the procuring of 
money when he was last in London. 

OPPOSITION ME:VIBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hox. W. H. BARNES: Tbe Treasurer ha, 

been emphatic in making that statement. 
Ho said that about 100 people got together. 

Tho TREASURER : I said a body not exceed­
ing· 100. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will take the 
Treasurer's own words. He previously said 
100, but no\\ ho says a body not exceeding 
lOO got together. Ho said that this party, 
quite irrespective of any Qucenslanders--

Tho TREAS1'RER: I did not sa:.- anything 
of the sort. It was while the delegation wa ... 
there. 

I-Iox. W. H. BAR="JES: Not for one 
monwnt did the Treasurer uso the term wit!1 
regard to any Queensland infiuencos in Eng­
lcnd at that particular timP. Ho said that 
there were c< >'lain people who controlled the 
finances, and ho wont further than that, and 
sa1d that the manager of the Bank of Eng­
land-I presume he means Sir Robect 
1\ivison--

The TnEAS1:llER: Xo-tho Governor of the 
Bank of England. 
. Hox. W. li. B.\~~ES: At a:ry rate, i1o 
1s one of the lcadmg brokers m London. 
Ho said that the Governor of the Dank of 
England C'xpr€'f:-cd surprise at the attitude 
of these brokers, &c .. who had apparentlv 
t'ffect ively blocked the hon. gentleman "s 
JlllSSIOn. 

The TREASURER: The Governor of tho B<tn:c 
of England <'X)lfOS.'Ccl surprise thRt they 
would ('0ntcn1nlato such action against a. 
(iovornment like the Government of Queens­
land. 
, Hox. W .. H. B \R="JES: Evidently tho 

'I reasurer did not notice that he was givinoo 
a_wa.) the true facts to Queensland in connec"'. 
twn with the situation. Ho f~Liled in his 
mission, not beeR use of what has boon prc­
nously alleged but for other reasons alto­
gether. Ho has hitherto made somethin15 
else the stalking horse to put the blame 
upon. 

The TREASt:RER : Oh ! 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: And here this 
afternoon deliberately, because ho is leaving 
shorily for the old countl"y, he wants to put 
the blame on someone else. He previously 
blamed other parties, and now delibcratolv 
names brokers in connection with the matte!". 

The TREASURER: I did not name anyone. 

HoN. \V. H. BARXES: He named a clas-s 
at any rate, and designated thmn as a clas~ 
of brokers. 

Thc THEASURER: That i3 the crowd that 
the delegation got their work in with. 

I-Im:. W. H. BARNES: Tho Treasurer 
now tries to work that in. IIe knows that 
!h' so. people arc roadQrs of all the happen­
mgs 1ll Queensland, and they adopted certain 
methods to try to block his micsion. These 
people, irrespective of somebody else alto­
gether, wcro entirely responsible for what 
happened. Tho Treasurer comes here to-day 
and lct·i the c·<.~t .o:1t of ~he bag by telling 
1" the true pos1hon w1th regard to his 
mission to England. 

I want to ask the Treasurer one or two 
other questions bearing upon the matters 'Ne 
have been discussing to-day. The hon. mem. 
ber for Oxley d-rev. attention to the proposals 
which are bemg made, and wh1ch tho 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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Treasurer says he cannot disclose to any 
extent at this juncture. I can quite realioe 
that. ~\t the p1·esent mom<mt we arc gettin5· 
from the Commonwealth Government a pet· 
capita payment. When is that likely to 
cease, and to be supplanted by income tax 
t·eturns? Are they to cease from the first 
Df next year, or is there any period fixed. 
The Treasurer will see at once that the whole 
of the fabric upon which he has built his 
finances must to some extent fall to the 
ground if tho Commonwealth are roing to 
operate in the way which has been suggested 
before the 30th J uno, 1924. 

The TREASURER : When the agreement is 
completed, it will operate for the present 
financial year. It will not affect the financial 
adjustments between the two contracting 
parties. They will continue the per capita 
payment, and we shall collect the income tax 
for the Commonwealth. 

HoN. W. H. BARNE8 : I am very much 
obliged to the hon. gentleman for giving the 
Committee and the country that information, 
which io valuable. I take it that that phase 
·of the anticipations of the Treasurer cannot 
he upset during the coming financial year. 

The TREASUREH: No. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That will be very 
satisfactory. There is another poiPt which 
I think has not been touched upon. The 
Treasurm· by interjection stated that the 
loa,n account was all right, and I am not 
sug·gesting it is all wrong, because the figures 
that have been placed upon the table of the 
House show that there was a substantial loan 
balance of between £3,000,000 and £4,000.000 
in the Treasury at the end of June. On the 
other hand the Treasurer has admitted that 
thA loan expenditure is going to bo ver0 

heavy-at the rate of £400,000 or £500,000 
a month. He has explained the reason for 
that. We are nearly through two months of 
the current fina.noial year, and I am prepared 
to admit that the Treasurer has had some 
money invested by people over the counter. 
But by the end of October, notwithstanding 
that, we are going tD be very short of lo•• n 
moneys, unless now moneys arc raised b·: the 
Treasurer. • • 

Prima·rily the object of the Treasurer in 
going hon1e is to :make arra..ugurwn\:3 for 
£25,000,000 of maturing loans, a1· any r:tte 
for £12,000,000 or £13,000,0GO, which are 
maturing immediately. The hon. gentleman 
has not disclosed to the Committee. whether 
he is, in addition, going to raise further 
loans outside of renewals. 

The TREASUHER: That is not at present 
intended. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Then I think the 
Committee are entitled to know how thL· 
GDvcrnment are going to carry on. It is 
perfectly certain that the Treasurer cannot 
go on with an expenditure at the rate of 
over £5,000,000 per annum unless he obtains 
further loan money. If he does not get this 
money in London, is ho going to America 
again? 

The T~EASURER: No. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hen. gentle­
man a few days ago said, by interjectio'l, 
that he was prepared to get money wherever 
h~ could get it best. I ask if he is going to 
confine his attention for the renewal of 
loans to London, and if, also, he is going 
to America to get more money tD carry on 
the current affairs of the State. I ask this 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

because I want to stress another point whi-cn 
has not he en stressed this· afternoon. It is 
that, unless since June it has been providr>d 
for, there are .about £800,000 of the State's 
deficits which have not yet been p1·ovided for. 
There has been an overdraft at the Common­
wealth Bank which has not boon provided 
for, and it is perfectly certain, therefore, 
that on that account the Government arc 
pr·ying interest for moneys that have been 
lost bv the State and which have not vet 
been dealt with. • 

The TREASURER: What overdraft are you 
referring to? \Ve have no overdraft with 
the Commonwealth Bank. 

HoN. W. H. B)I.R~ES: What is the use 
of the Treasurer trying to sidetrack the 
matter? Does he not know that there have 

IJcen on the one hand three sur­
[5 p.m.] (>lmcs and on the other hand 

there has been a considerable 
number of dclicits, and there is an amount 
of about £800.00C still being carried over 
that has not been dealt with? 

The TREASt:RER: Yes, but we have no over­
draft with the Commonwealth Bank. We 
have a crcd1t balance there. 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: The hon. gentle­
man probably has a credit balance, but there 
is a debit of £800,000 because he has not 
dealt with that deficiency. It was always the 
practice of previous (iovernments to deal 
with deficits and get them out of the way. 

The TREASURER: Our accounts show that 
we arc in credit. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\'ES: There is no doubt 
that in connection with loan moneys the hon. 
gentleman is in credit, but this has to do 
\vith the reYenut' account, and the hon. 
gentlernan ;IlUSt know that on revenue 
account he is short somcwhe1e about £800,000. 
Does the hon. gentleman deny that? 

The TREAScRER: You arc on a very weak 
t~oint.. l:-.-ou tay 'vo b~LV<~ an overdraft when 
we have no o\'erdraft at tht Commonwealth 
Bank. 

lioN. W. H. BAR~ES: I say thP hon. 
gentleman hos not provided for £800,000, 
which has btecn accumulating year in and 
vear out exccnt on three occ1sions. The 
total deficicnc(cs of this Government have 
been about £1,200,000, le-s about £30,000. 
On one occa •ion thev did t ransfcr a certain 
amDunt, but there ·is still an amount of 
£800.000 undc~lt with. 

The TREAS1~BER: Do you say we have an 
overdTaft with the Commonwealth Bank? 

Hox. W. H. BAR)I'ES: I say that there 
is an amount of £800.000 which, at any rate, 
is ehown as a deficit t.hat has not been dealt 
with hv the Slate, and the Trea8urer cannot 
deny it. 

The TRF.ASl:H£H: ThPro is no overdraft in 
connection ·.vith the Commonwealth Bank. 

HoN. W. H. BAR)I'ES: Again and again 
1lw hon. gentleman lms said that we left 
thCJ 'l're&snry in a state of bankruptcy whea 
"\VC went out of office. 

The TREASFRER : You do not know how 
you left it. 

Hox. W. IJ. BAR~ES: I do know, be­
cause I took the precaution cf taking the 
figures awa;v Y,ith me. I hold in my hand a 
statement sho 'ing the puhlic balances on 
30th April, 1915, the year we went out of 
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-office. signed b.v the 'l're11surer, which shows 
a balance of £3.336.682. That is from the 
q'frutsury Departlnent. 

The THEASPRER: \Ye had more than that 
last year. 

Ho:-~. vV. H. BARNES: Yes, but you have 
less than that now. 

The TRE.\8T'HER: I rlo not think the hon. 
gentleman is justified in saying that. 

HoN. W. H. BAR?\ES: I am justified in 
:saying it. because I know the amount he has 
had to pay to covt~r Pxpcndjture mean\vhile, 
and which was taken from the amount he 
had on 30th June last, and I also know his 
incomP, and it is perfectly certain that the 
prpsent position is not gco(l. 

The TREASl'RER: Don't forg~t the large 
arnount we r ~C'civcd frorn the Commonwealth 
Bank. 

HoN. \V. H. BARC';ES: The Treasurer 
otre"es that in his Financial Statement. As 
.a n1atter of facL, the Govcrrjment are paying 
1 per cent. more for money now than the 
previous Gove1 nment paid. 

The TREASCRER: Olle per cent. more than 
what? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: When we con­
trolled the Savings Bank we paid 3~ per cent. 
for our money. 

The TREASCRER: 2\;o, you paid depositors 
3l per cent. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We paid 3~ per 
cent. to the depositors. The position to-day 
is that we pay 4~ per cent. to the Common­
wealth Bank and we share in the profits and 
ill 1 ho lo~scs, and, if there is one crime 1nore 
than another which the present Government 
haYe committed against Queensland, it is 
the crime of allowing the tia vings Bank to 
get away from Queensland control and hand­
ing it over in their dine straits to the 
Commonwealth. They wore traitors, politi· 
ca.lly, to Queensland in that regard. 

Hon. IV. BERTRA:I:l: You know that is not 
true. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:-.JES: I know it is 
absolutely true, and it. is something that 
should never have happened in Queensland. 

The 'l'REASCRER: You know we made a 
very good bargain. 

HoN. W. :a. BARNES: l know the hon. 
gentleman made one of thfJ worst bargains 
it was possible to make. I was very glad 
to he'tr tho Treastrrcr's reference to the late 
Sir Denison Miller. The hon. gentleman was 
c;uite right >:hen he made th~tt reference, 
and it 1\ as a very p1·oper one~ Sir Denison 
]\Tiller was a. splendid man, but naturally 
lw was a business man, and the records of 
the 'l'reasur.\ will show that Sir Denison 
l\Iill<'r tried, when I as Treamrer, to get 
an agreement mad0 in connection with the 
Savings Bank, and WEJ turned it down with 
a thump because it \\as not good enough for 
Queensland. 

The TREASURER: The terms in that agree­
ment were not half as good "s the terms 
w0 got. I have read it over and over again. 

Ho:-~. IY. H. BAR?\ES: That is only a 
matter of orJir1i011, but the 'rrcasurer gave 
away the very best a~set Queensland had, 
and we have lost it, nt any rate for twenty­
ono years from the time it was made. 

Question-That the resolution be agreed to 
-put and passed. 

1923-2 0 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
The resumption of the CommittAo was 

made an OrcJp,r of the Day for a later hom· 
of the sitting-. 

The resolut;on was rpceivcd and agreed to. 

W ~'1. YS A"-TD MEA:\'S. 
VOTE ON ACCOUNT, £4,700,000. 

(.lir. Kirwan, llrishane, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chil'agoe) : I beg to move-

" (a) Th'"t, towards making good the 
Supply grant0d to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1923-1924, a further sum not exceeding 
£2,000,000 be granted out of the Con­
solidated Revenue Fund of Queensland, 
exclusive of the moneys standing to the 
credit of Lhe Loan Fund Account. 

"(b) That, towards m~king (l"ood the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on 
account, for the service· of the year 
1923-1924, a further sum not exceeding 
£1,500,000 be granted from the Trust 
and Special Funds. 

"(r,) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Hajesty on 
account, for the service of the year 
1923-1924, "' further sum not exceeding 
£1 200 008 be gra1•ted from the moneys 
sta;,di~g to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account." 

Question put and passed. 
The House rc',umed. 

The CnAIR}rAN reported that the Committee 
had come to certain nsolutions. 

The resumption of the Committee was ma-de 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The resolutions were received, and agreed 
to. 

APPROPHIATIO::-.J BILL, No. 1. 
ALL STAGES. 

A Bill, founded on the foregoing resolu­
tions, was introduced, and passed through all 
its stages without discus,ion or amendment. 

SUPPLY. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-RESU~IPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Question stated-
" That there be granted to His Majesty 

for the service of the year 1923-1924 a 
sum not exceeding £300 to defray the 
salary of the Aide-do-Camp to His 
Excellency the Governor." 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): We all listened 
with a considerable amount of interest to 
the Treasl!rer when delivering his Financial 
Statement. Going back twelve months ag'!, 
when the hon. gentleman delivered Ius 
Financial Statement for 1922-1923 and fore­
cast a deficit of £560,000 or £570,000, it is 
gratifying to h.ow that the deficit is not 
nearly so much a:o the hon. p;ontleman fore­
cast at that time. I am not prepared just 
at this moment to say whether it was due to 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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good management or to a considerable amount 
of luck or good fortune that the figures 
turned out as satisfactorily as they have 
done. However, instead of having a deficit 
of over half a million pounds, we only have 
one of £184,979, which it is very pleasing to 
so e. 

I want to 'peak in regard to tho Financial 
Statement from a non-party point of view 
and as a Queenslandor. It is gratifying to 
note on page 2 of the Statement that each 
of the six heads of revenue mentioned shows 

· an increase, and a total increase of £396,703 
over the amount which the Treasurer esti­
mated that he would receive from the'e 
particular activities. One of the principal 
causes of satisfa,ction to us is in regard to 
the figures 1·olating to the Railway Depart­
ment. The Hailway Department, as we all 
know, has been subjected to a great deal of 
criticis1n during the last few years, and, in 
my opinion, I' [·;htly so, bccanse, notwith­
standing the faci that increases in salaries 
and cost of materials have, no doubt, had a 
great deal to do with the deficits which have 
c<ecurred in the department, I still think that 
the railways, for a considerable time at all 
events, were m erstaffed, and the running 
expenses wore more than they had a right 
to be. I believe that, if overstaffing had net 
taken place, we should not have had to face 
the railway deficits we have had, which 
during tho last eight years have aggregated 
£10,000,000. Ono of the surprises to me is 
that the income tax shows snch a satisfactory 
increase-namely, £149,000-especially in view 
of the fact that men engaged in the cattle 
industry in Queensland have been losing con­
siderable amounts of money during the past 
year. The only explanation, I take it, that 
can be offered with regard to that increase is 
that the incomes of those engaged in the wool 
industry were such as to help to make up for 
the reduced incomes of those engaged in 
th.e cattle industry. I sincerely hope 1 hat it 
w1ll not be long before the State activities 
are in such a flourishing ·condition that, 
instead of having to be maintained as largely 
as in recent years from the contributions of 
the taxpayers, the railway revenue will be 
such as to give some relief from taxation. I 
think that the taxation in Queensland at the 
present time is of such a bul'densome nature 
that it is not tending to promote the indus­
trial expansion which we would like to see 
in Queendand at the present time. The 
Treasurer's <explanation in regard to unfore­
seen expenditure is all right. Ho states that 
certain amounts had to be pai'd which could 
not have been foreseen when he prepared his 
Estimates last year, and, had that not been 
necessary, his figures would have been very 
much better. 

We find that the State enterprises are still 
a very. great burden on the taxpayer. The 
expenditure upon them last vcar was 
£1,034.000, and the receipts £831,657. giving 
an ad \'erse balance of £202,224. I think that. 
the Government would be very well advised 
it th0y adopted, in regard to some of those 
enterprises, t.he course which they took when 
they found that the trawling iudustn and 
the fishing industry generally were failures. 
They wore told by hon. members on thiB side 
before they embarked upon those undertak­
ings what thev might expect, but they took 
no notice of any ideas to which we gave 
voice, and as a result the State lost a con­
siderable amount of monev in carrving- on 
such activities. We are los;ng a con~iderable 
amount of money in carrying on other aciivi-

[Mr. Taylor. 

ties, and I think that the saving which would 
be effected by putting the pruning knife into 
some of these undertakings would result in 
a very much better condition of aff::tirs in the 
State than exists at present. The fact is 
that we cannot afford to spend monPy on 
v.orks of an unremunerative nature. I quite 
recognise that the ta.xpayers will always have 
t•J provide money to carry on certain State 
activities snch as education, hospitals, and 
other activities which are the result of our 
humanitarian legislation, but when we have 
to find money to bolster up losing concerns­
as we have had to do during the last few 
years-it is time for the Governmc,nt to call 
a halt and use the whole of the money which 
is coming their way npon developmental 
work. 

I notice that the Treasurer anticipates an 
increase in railway revenue dunng the pre­
sent financial year of £300,000. I do not 
know whether that estimate will be fulh 
realised. I notice that a considerable 
increase is expected in every division of the 
State. I am inclined to think that the esti­
mates will probably be realised in the South 
and the Ceutre, but I am not so sure about 
the North. From what we can loa.rn from 
reports of men engaged in the sugar industry, 
there is not going to be such a large outpnt 
as we had last year, and that moans a reduced 
carriage on onr railways in the North_ How­
ever, the prospects of the State generally 
are that we are goin!) to have a moderately 
good season, and I smcorely trust wo s.ball, 
because the railways have been ono of th•· 
causes of our having to find tho immense 
sums of money which we have expended 
during the last few years. 

Another gratifying statement in the Trea­
surer's Budget Speech is that the Government 
are det(,rmined to keep the ''xpNlditure 
within the limits of their revenue resources, 
and to avoid the necJssity of placing further 
burdens upon the general taxpayer. I am 
sure_ that we all welcome snch an announce­
ment. I for one am very pleased to know 
that ohe Treasurer recognises that tho time 
has oome when he must square his expendi­
ture with his revenue. I have said on more 
than one occasion that, if ever a Governn1ent 
had a unique opportunity of making good, 
this Government had it. They cannot com­
rlain that their revenues have fallen a way, 
and by and large they have had fairly good 
seasons. Whether the seasons hav0 been bad 
or good, the Government have had the 
revenue necessary to carry on. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE : 'fhoy 
have had three very bad droughts. 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: They do not appear to 
have affected the revenue to a very gro11t 
extent. 

'We are all pleased to not.ice the announce­
ment of the increase in the exemption under 
the Income Tax Acts from £200 to £250. I 
rhink that is a verv wise exemption to intro­
rlnce. It is pleasing to note also that the 
cieductions for tho wife, children, and 
dependent relatives of the taxpayer will be 
raised from £26 to £40 in each case. 

The Treawrer has intimated that the super 
land tax will be continued for another year. 
I had hoped that, if he could not see his way 
to remit it altogether, there would have been 
some concession to help those who are con­
tributing to the revenue in this way. How­
ever, I take it that the Treasurer thinks that 
the finances will not permit it, although it 
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would have been a very wise move to make 
some reduction. 

The Government intend to impose a tax on 
bookmakers and upon betting. I certainly 
think that is a very justifiable form of taxa­
tion to impose, because a consideraf1le a.mount 
of revenue is to be derived from that source 
-I think the Treasurer estimates about 
£25,000-and I think on the whole that it is 
a move at which nobody can caviL 

Let us compare Queensland with the other 
Sta.tes of the Commonwealth in regard to 
finance. I find that of all the Governments 
in the Commonwealth the Government of 
Queensland is the only one which shows a 
deficieney for year ended 30th ,J uno, 1923. 
Tt amounts to £185,000 in round figures. New 
South Wales had a surplus of £803,000, Vic­
toria a surplus of £50,000, South Australia a 
surplus of £11,000, ·western Australia a sur­
plus of £225,000. 

The TREASURER: Western Australia had 
a deficit of £405,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR: If the hon. gentlem:m takes 
into consideration their contribution to their 
sinking fund, which they have to provide 
whether they have a deficit or not, he will 
see tha.t I am right. 

The TREA~URER: They still have a deficit. 
I have a telegram h-orn the Premier of 
Western Australia. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Commonwealth showed 
a. surplus of £1.266,000, and New Zealand a 
surplus of £1,315,000. 

The TREASURER : Tae.mania also had a 
deficit. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I find that the Queensland 
Labour Government, during the eight years 
in which they have been in office, have ha.d 
the following surpluses and deficits-

Year. Surplus. Deficit. 
£ £ 

1~15-16 
1916-17 
1917-13 
1918-19 

34,971 

1919-20 26,833 
1920-21 9,830 

253,493 
409,451 
171,988 

1921-22 188,591 
1922-23 184,979 

The total deficits during those years amounted 
to £1,208,502, ,and the total surpluses to 
£71,454, leaving a net deficit of £1,137,048. 
J!'rom that has to be deducted £145.000, which 
was applied from revenue in 1920-21 towards 
the reduction of tlre accumulated deficits, 
making the net deficit for the eight years. as 
the late Treasurer pointed out, £992,048. 
During the last eight years of Liberal Admin­
istration thf're was a. surplus each year, 
amounting in all to £179,957. 

Mr. CoLLINS: On "6 bob" a day! 
Mr. TAYLOR: "Six bob" a day a few 

yc>ars ago was probably a.s good as " 12 bob" 
a day now. 

Mr. COLLINS: No. 
Mr. TAYLOR: It went a long way towards 

it. At all events, when we had "6 bob" a 
c1ay we had not to spend £170,000 per annum 
in doles-we have figures to show that there 
was no necessity to spend a,nything like that. 
I am not advocating " 6 bob" a day for a 
moment. If a man could get for 6s. then as 
much as he can get for 12s. now, then he is 
no better off now. 

Mr. \VINSTA~LEY: He could not, and he 
did not. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know whether 
he could or could not. but I know that I 
was able to got married an~l buy a house on 
50s. a week. I had good health and consta.nt 
work and I was able to pay it off. You 
could not do that to-day. I lived comfort­
ably, and never had to go without a meal. 
In 1914-15 the oxpendituw from revenue was 
£7,199,399, and for· the year 1922-23 it wa.s 
£12,784,382, ,Jr an increase of £5 584,983. 
That bears out my statement that du;·ing the 
period that the present Government have 
occupied the Treasurv benches the revenue 
has been of a particularly buoyant character. 
The only trouble has been that during the 

administration of this Govern­
[5.W pm.] ment they have spent so much 

money in enterprises which they 
~hould never have entered upon, and which, 
If they had their time over again I am 
quite satisfied they would not cont~mplate 
for a single mome-nt. 'The amount of expen­
diture has grown rapidly since the advent 
of the Labour Government. I admit that 
an increase in expcnd~ture in certain direc­
tions has been justified, but a, certain per­
centage of it could have been avoided. It 
is the duty uf any Government to keep the 
e:cpenditure down to a reasonable level, pro­
vided that 1t does not sacrifice efficiency for 
econornv, benuse the two should go hand in 
hand. If they can get efficiency rtnd economy 
together, I frcl satisfied that goad work can 
be accompliohed. During the regime of 
th1s Government, the public se,·vice has no 
doubt, become largely overstaffed. That' vcas 
shown by the fact that in the year before 
last 1,120 employees were deflatPd and a, 
system of pooling was introduced by which 
4.247 employees were compelled to work 
short time. That proves beyonol doubt tha.t 
the10e was, an excess cf men employed in the 
various Government departments. There is 
anot~cr m~tter aff<;cting- the public service, 
and m which I thmk the administration is 
economically unsound, and that is in respect 
ta a flat-rate automatic increa.se in salaries 
Practically all th_e a:va:ds governing salarie~ 
prescnbe a cm·tam hmited flat-rate with the 
usual !ncrements. vYhile t.hat system is in 
op<;ratwn, I oio not advocate the withholding 
of mcrements from any public servant as the 
Government_ ~lid last year, in the ~ase of 
officers rece11:mg £300 and over per annum, 
but I do thmk there should be some dis­
crimination exercised so that the actual 
increments v.-iil be variable, and will practi­
cally depe_nd upon devotion to duty and effi­
Cient service. I think that the value of an 
e:nployee's work should be paid for irrespec­
tive of what the man may be or what the 
mcrease may be. I do not believe in a flat­
rate of increment. I believe that that is a 
system which tends to produce discontent 
amongst those employees who are ambitious 
to m_akf! a success in their· chosen callings, 
and It I~ those _officers who are responsible 
for l~eepmg _a high shte of efficiency in the 
pubhc scrvtce. I think that an officer's 
calibre should receive every poosible encour­
ageme_nt. I know. that the awards provide 
that, If an officer IS not efficient his incre­
ments may be withheld, but that is a dea.d 
letter, and is never made operative. 

I would like to refer again to the question 
of ~axa!wn. We find that the taxation per 
cap1ta. mcreaRed from £1 Ss. 2d. in 1914-15 
to £4 4s. 4d. in 1922-23, or an increase of 
£2 16s. 2d. The Treasurer must realisp tha.t 
t~ere is a limit t{) taxation. He has got 
nght up to that limit at the present time. 

lf!lr. Taylor.] 
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I do not think anvone realises more than 
he does himself that it is practically impos­
sible for him to get very much more in the 
way of direct taxation from !he people of 
Queensland. Direct taxation is responsible 
for unemployment and for a considerable 
amount of distress which exists at the 
present time, ancl which was responsible for 
the Government having to spend so much in 
doles during the last two or three years. 

Mr. COLLINS: They have just reduced 
ta:xation in Great Britain, and still they 
have 1,500,000 unemployed. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Great Britain has a popu­
lation of a bout 50,000,000. According to 
some of the figures that I saw !he other day, 
there are in the 1,500,000 that the hon. mem­
ber for Bowon refers to, about 500,000 or 
more who belong to the unemployable class. 

Mr. CoLLINS : The Prime Minister said the 
other day that they had spent £400,000,000 
on the unemployed. 

Mr. TA YLOR: A very large sum has been 
spent. The latest figures I have dealing 
with taxation for all the States are for the 
year 1920-21. In that year the respective 
per capita taxation was as follows:-

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Tasmania ... 
South "\ ustralia 
West Australia 
Victoria 

£ s. d. 
4 17 11 
3 10 8 
3 6 7 
3 6 0 
2 17 9 
2 10 4 

The British Government, the Common­
wealth Gov•,rnment, and the Governments 
of other Statb and of New Zealand are 
making strenuous efforts to reduce taxation 
to a reasonabie level with a view to lessen­
ing the burden on industry, and every effort 
should be made in that direction in Queens­
land, 

Mr. COLLINH: To lift the taxation from 
the wealthy? 

Mr. TAYLOR: If there is any hon. mem· 
ber who ought to know who is paying the 
taxation, the hon. member for Bowen ought 
to know. He ought to know that the workers 
are paying the taxation. 

Mr. COLLINS: No. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Treasurer said so. 
The TREASURER: No; there is a more 

equitable system and more equitable incid· 
ence of taxation now. If the wealthy people 
did not pay the taxes, they would not be 
singing out so much about it. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Does the hon. gentleman 
sav that the worker does not pay it now? 

The TREASURER : Some of the workers pay 
it. 

Mr. TA YLOR: All the workers pay it. 
The TREASURER: No; that was the ca3e 

before this Government came into power. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Did your Government alter 
it? 

The TREASURER : We have entirely altered 
the incidence of taxation. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Excessive taxation acts 
detrimentally to the State in many waye, 
Firstly, in the case of businesses and indus­
tries which arc able to pass the taxation on 
to the purchaser, it causes increased cost of 
living, which in turn requires increased wages 
and consequently increased cost of production 

[.Mr. Taylor. 

-a vital matter in any countrv or State whici> 
is striving to establish new industries. 

The TREASURER: Do you dispute that? 
Mr. TAYLOR: No. Secondly, it brings 

about, directly or indirectly, the closing down 
of many of !hose industries which have lo 
compete with other States or countries, thus 
increasing unemployment. Thirdly, it tends 
to divert to other States where taxation is 
less new capital which is available for the 
establishment of industries. Fourthly, it 
diverts into non-producing channels such as 
Government securities-especially those free 
from taxation-much capital which otherwiso 
would be employed in industries and create 
more wealth and more employment. 

The TREASURER : There is a lot of sound 
sense in that. Who said it? 

Mr. T AYLOR: I do not think there can be 
anv doubt that in whatever wav taxation is 
levied, when it becomes excessive, it eventu· 
ally falls most heavily on the worker. The 
Treasurer himself-when in opposition­
pointed this out on many occasions. A refer­
ence to page 44 of " Hansard " for 1912 will 
show that I am correct 'in making this state· 
ment. The Treasurer also said, when m 
opposition, in reference to taxation. " It. is 
the producer who pays, and the worker w·ho 
suffers." 

The TREASURER: That is direct taxation. 
Mr. MORGAN: You have scientific taxation 

now. 
Mr. TAYLOR: It is taxation all the same, 
The TREASURER: The Commonwealth Gn. 

vernmcnt lcviPd £32,000.000 in indirect 
taxation through Customs duties, which tho 
pro-due >i' has to pay. 

Mr. T AYLOR: Similar assertions have also 
been made by Labour members evf'n during 
the nre··.ent session of the Fed"ral Parliament. 
Take, for instance, on page 101 of Federal 
" Hansnrd '' for the current session, the state~ 
ment of Mr. WPst-Labour member for East 
Sydney-who, referring to loans, said-

" Every man, woman, and child in Aw:;. 
tralia will have to contribute at least £1 
per head for thirty years." 

The TREASURER : Even the little children 
have to pay. 

Mr. T AYLOR: That quot.ation shows that 
Mr. W·cst realises that the taxation necessary 
to pay the interest on loans eventually falls 
on evor:yone in the communitY. Again, on 
page 109 of Federal "Hansard." we find the 
following statement by Mr. Yates-Labour 
member for Adl'laide-

" In this ca.se the considered opinion of 
the hon. member for Balad:lYa demoll­
strates tha.t I am not pl<•ading tbc c:t.ce 
of the working man without justification.'' 

This is what tho hon. member for Balaclava 
said on 15th Angust, 1915, on a Supply Bill-

" Although competitiv.o forces may not 
be fully oporativc during the period of 
war, yet, in the long run. the war t·1xes 
get ·down to bPdrock of human effort. 
which is wages of the ma.nl!ld or unskiJle, l 
labourer." 

"Mr. Bowden: That is truo of all 
taxation. 

"Mr. YATER: I am very glad of the 
interjection from the Minister for 
Defence. The worker earns it all." 

Let me continue my quotations from the 
speech of the hon. member for Balaclava-

" Through the varied strata of human 
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activity there is a filtering process down 
to bedrock, and that is the unskilled 
worker. In some shape or other, although 
it will not be always tangible or provable. 
his rents and prices will rise, or his wages 
will fall, and in that sense he will be 
an indirect contributor to the taxation, 
although otherwise he F'Capcs." 

Mr. FERRICKS: Indirectly, 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: I said so. That rs what 
we have always contended. 

Mr. I<'ERRICKS: Ho pays it through the 
Customs and other direetions, as the Trea­
surer pointed out. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It does not matter whether 
he pay; it directly or indirectly. ·That is 
what we have always contended, and the hon. 
rr•embets opposite 'and the fmam ial advisers 
of the Government do not spread the net in 
sight of the bird, but they snare him just 
the same. The net is coYered. but the 
Government get the money neycrtheless, and 
the people have to pa0 . It is time we 
exposed this welter of lies about finance. 

The TREASURER: A certain amount uf 
taxation c 1n be pussed on. 

::Wr. TAYLOR: Hon. members mav retort 
that Queensland, which is the highest taxed 
State, has also the lowest cost of living. 
But this is an apparent anomaly which rs 
capable of simple explanation. Queensland 
has the lowest cost of living because of its 
many natural adYantages oyer other States. 
It had the lowest cost of living in 1914, but 
since that year the rise in the price of food 
and groceries ha,: been proportionate!:; 
higher than in any other State, with the 
exception of Victoria. Take such an item 
iP Queensland as fuol. Everv hon. member 
knows that . expenditure of 'the people 0f 
Queensland ~n this connection is very light 
compan'rl wrth the expenditure in Victoria. 
In Victoria out of 365 days in the year 
fires, not only for cooking but fo-r house­
warming purpo~cs, are probablv burnintr for 
300 days. 'V e do not want fire< here IHac­
tically all the year round. 

The TREASl;RER : On the other ·hand in 
Queensland we wa.nt ices in the summer. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You need ice" down 
t~cre too. In regard to clothing, for abouL 
mght months of the yea·r people in Queens­
land do not want rwarly the heavv clothing 
or· the expenditure required for i't to keen 
them comfortable as the people in Victoria. 

The TREASURER: Look at what \VG have to 
pay for laundry work. 

::Wr. TAYLOR: I know what you wi;l 
have to pay for laundrv work when vou got 
the Bill operating to cut out the Japanese 
laundries. 

With regard to the cost of living, the 
latest figures supplied bv the Commonwealth 
Statistician a·ro these-' 

I Index Number. l Increase 
- --- ---···I Pe;;~g~t. 

----------!~'~[~ 
Queensland ' 1,082 1,600 I 48·7 
Victoria . . 1,105 1,648 49 
New South Wales 1,165 1,7041 46·3 
Tasmania . 1.201 1,748 45·5 
South Australia 1,247 1,703 36·6 
Western Australia 1,412 1, 786 26·5 

The TREASURER: The hon. member is quot­
ing since 1914. This Government came into 
powor in 1915, and the greater proportion ut 
the increase occurred in that year. Take it 
from 1915, and you will find the incroasAs 
entirely different, 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am giving the figu•c~e 
from 1914. It may also be pointed out th·.~ 
\\ages are nominally higher than in, sav. 
Victo-ria, but in considering wages we have 
a.lso to take into consideration the relative 
percentages of unemployment in each State. 
A high rate of ·wages contained in an a'>vard 
i< not of anv value to the man who is out 
of work. The average unemployment figures 
,hown bv the Commonwealth Statisticia!l 
during the last nine quarters is-Victoria 
6.3 per c"nt. and Queensland 10.5 per cent. 
Tlw average weekly wage is stated t1• be­
Victoria £4 lls. 4d. and Queensland £4 13s. 
10d. But, taking the unemployment per­
centages into consideration, wo find the 
average wagP actually paid tD be-Victoria. 
£4 5s. 6d. and Queensland £4 3s. lld. I 
think this proyes conclusiYely that the 
workers of this State arc being detrimentally 
affected by the excessive taxation which pre­
vaih here, because I haYe no hesitation tn 
saying that Queensland is possessed of greate<' 
natural advanta:;es than Victoria, and yet 
the average wage actually paid is less and 
the number of unemployed more. 

The 'TREASTiRER: \Ve cnn all jug·gie with 
figures like that to prove anything. 

:'.<h. TAYLOR: There is no juggling 
about this matter. What is the juggling 
about' 

The TREASURER: ::\laking out that 10 per 
cent. of the workers of Queensland are 
unemployed 

JI.Ir. TAYLOR: If there is one man in 
Queensland earning £10 a \Veek, and a 
number of others out of employment, what 
is the use of it? 
. The TREASL:RER: That is not the case. 

:VIr. T.\ YLOR: It is, according to the 
figure' of the Statistician. Turning to the 
Loan Fund, we find that the expenditure of 
loan money b:, the present Government dur­
ing their eight years of office has an1ount{)d 
to £26.244,969, a'• against £16,363,743 during 
the last eight years of Liberal administra­
tion. an increase of £9.881,226. Only a few 
days ago I read a speech made by the pre­
sent Treasurer on the Financial Statement 
in 1912-I hope the hon. gentleman will 
listen to this, as he has probably forgotten 
all about it-where he advocated the con­
struction even of railways out of revenue. 

The TREASlJRER: That is an ideal policy. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman ha& 
had eight years' experience in office now, 
and hP has not adopted that policy ~-et. 

The TREASURER: ?\ot considering that we 
pay out of revenue yearly over £3.000,000. 
If '"" had that amount to huild railways, 
look ,vhat a long way '' e could gD. 

:vrr. TAYLOR: The Government have lost 
money in State enterprises throughout 
QGeensland sufficient to build quite a lot 
of rail" ays, and moneys they need not have 
lost if they had taken or-dinary care. The 
hon. gentleman pointed out in that speech 
that 200 miles of new railways could be 
built each vear out of revenue 'at a cost of 
£1.000,000-..."-

The TREASTIRER : In those days. 

JJ1r. Taylor.] 
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Mr. TAYLOR: And that this amount 
could be raised by a slight adjustment of 
taxation. 

The TREASURER: I had very high ideals 
then. 

Mr. TAYLOH: There i' no <loubt that the 
ideals he had then have since been scattered 
to the four winds of heaven. 

The TREASURER: ~That year w.as that? 

Mr. TA YLOR: 1912. I will give the hon. 
gentlonmn the exact date if he likes; I was 
reading it only this morning. 

The TREASURER: l think it very unkind of 
you to raise it now. 

:\fr. TAYLOH: Our loan works and ser­
vices are not at present making an:·thing 
like the return to us that they should, as 
cviLl<•ncod by the following figures relating 
to the past nine years :-
------ -----------c------

Year. 

1914-15 .. 
1915-16 .. 
1916-17 .. 
1917-18 .. 
1918-19 .. 
1919-20 .. 
1920-21 .. 
1921-22 .. 
~922-23 .. 

Actual Charge 
on Revenue. 

£ 
267,852 
828,631 

1,138.353 
1,507,586 
1,928,057 
1,653,356 
2,118,422 
2,238,787 
2,131,397 

Percentage of 
Actual Charge 
on Revenue. 

3·72 
10·75 
14·44 
17·75 
20·48 
14·64 
16·81 
18·18 
16·92 

-------'------------'-----

That shows how we have bF·n going to tho 
bad in that particular direction. 

The TREASl:RER: ~-e are not going to the 
bad. ·we_ can adjust that by fixing rates and 
fares. 

Mr. TAYLOH: I do not recommend that. 
I have said this before and will sa:; it again 
now, that the city does not pay its just arnoLmt 
of fares. The people of the metropolitan arc" 
arc travelling cbeapcr than they ought lo 
travel, and I have advocated, with justifica­
tion, an increase of these particular fares. 

Our national debt has increased from 
£56,869,046 on 30th June, 1915, to £88,005,001 
on 30th J un c, 1923, an i ncreasc of £31,135,955 
in eight years, and the interest charge per 
capita from £2 18s. 5d. to £4 10s. 10d.-an 
increase of about 56 per cent. I Pxpect to se<' 
the national debt inc!'casc. If we are goinll' 
to increase and develop our resources, I think 
the time has come when we should make more 
stringent efforts to provide a Sinking Fund 
to rc-do2m some of our loans. \V e cannot go 
on as at present piling up deficits. 

The TREASURER : I am providing this year 
for a Sinking Fund of £200,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I think that the Govern­
ment activities should provide more revenue. 
They would if they were given a fair chance. 
They could provide the necessary revenue, 
and there would not. be a tremendous amount 
of loan rnoncv as at present and a vast amount 
taken out of revenue to make up deficits in 
other directions. 

The Hailwa~· Department has shown its 
usual deficit ot about £1,500,000: to be pre­
cise, £1,495,272. This brings tbo total deficit 
-of the raih' ays under Labour Administration 
to, approximately, £10,000,000 in eight years. 
That the railwavs were handed over by the 
previous Government as a paying concern 
is shown by the fact that for the last year 
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of that Government a clear net profit of 
£48,651 was ohown. Since then railway 
affairs have been going from bad to wors•3, 
until now they are in a condition which should 
cause the Government to take stock of the 
situation and make up its collective mind 
to make ev•ery endeavour to effect an improve­
ment as quickly as possible. The Treasurer, 
in his Financial Statement, attributes the 
deficits to the fact that fares have been 
raised since 1914 by only 12 per C'"nt., anJ 
frPights by 17 per cent. 

The TREASURER: It should be the other way 
about-freights by 12 per cent., and fare' 
by 17 per cent. We have reduced the rates 
by 40 per cent. on livestock. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Ve do not know, however, 
bow tb0sP figures arc arrived aL ~' e clo 
know that fares have h.'en ir10rca,,cd up to 
30 per cent., and that increases in freights 
h :we taken place such as the following :-­
Wool, 42 per cent; cattle, 63 per cent. (sine'' 
reduced 20 per cent.) ; sheep, 61 per cent_. ; 
copper, 35 per cent.; coal, 47 per cent. These 
are items which comprise a big percentage of 
th,, freight of the railways, and it is there­
fore hard to see bow the average increase 
can be onlv 17 per cent. Surely, cattle cannot 
afford to bear the same fr·eight as wool. 

The TREASt:RER: We are carrying livestock 
now cheaper than any other commodity in 
Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR: We find also that in 1914-
1915, 4,970,873 tons of goods ::1nd livestock 
were carried for a revenu·c of £2,516,380, equal 
to an average of 10s. 1d. per ton. The cor­
responding figures for 1921-1922 were 3,732,413 
tons, for a return of £3,105,485, equal to an 
average of 16s. Sd. per ton. The av·erago 
increase in freight per ton i, therefore over 
65 per cent. That shows a decrease of 1,000,000 
tons of freight during the y·ear, and that is 
not a state of affairs that we want. If there 
is one thing that is going to help the railways 
to pay more than another, it is by increasing 
the traffic. By slight additional expenses 
and extra labour the railways would probably 
carr:' 60 per c--nt. more goods than they are 
carrying at the present tirne. 'Jlhis is what 
we "hould set ourselves to do. We are not 
going to do it by constmcting new railways 
in quitP unknow11 country, as some people 
would like to do, but by developing land 
alongsid8 existing lines and by incrcasjng 1ts 
production, which will result in a correspond­
ing freight increase. 

To summarise the financial position-the 
, xpondi1 ure from revenue as compared with 
the previous ear shows an increase ::>f 
£284,413, when we should be decreasing our 
expenditure from this source. The expendi­
ture of loan money shows an increas·o of 
£1,102.177, but, as I said before, this may l·e 
justifiable if the money is wisely spent. We 
cannot, however, shut our eyes to the fact 
that the pcrcentago of revenue required for 
payment of interest on the public debt has 
increased from 3. 72 per cent. in 1914-1915 to 
16.92 per cent. in 1922-1923. The Government 
have in hand many expensive schemes-which 
are extremely unlikely to return any int0 reot 
at all for some considerable time, so that the 
percentage of interest required and the pay­
ment of interest is likely to increase rather 
than decrease. 

The Government, of course, have the Dawson 
Valley sc.beme, which I have always sup­
ported and believed in, also an irrigation 
scheme. However, schemes such as tha.t will 
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not be reproductive for some time. ViTe quite 
realise that it behoves us to take care and 
see that in every posoiblc direction monev 
~hould be expended in profitable ventures rend 
in profitable directions 

The Treasurer in his Financial Statement 
congratula.tes himself on the fact that the 
deficit was only £185,000 in;tead of the esti­
mated deficit. ?f £577,000. This year the 
Treasurer antiCipates a small surplus and as 
he is usually not over-optimistic ' in this 
regard, it is pro.bable that he will succc,,d in 
finishi~g. tho :·ear 'yith a larger surplus than 
he antiCipates. I smcerely hope that he will. 

The TREO.SURER: I hope so, too. 

Mr. TAYLOR: H is most esst•nti'll and 
ir,portant for a Financial Stateroom to 
ir;clude a survey of the fimmcial administra­
tion of the Government. I h,.ve given such 
n. survey and a con1parison with what f'omo 
of the other St~tes have done with regard to 
finances. I thwk we should tak•' a lesson 
from those other States and put our own 
~ouse in .order in a financial 1.-vay. rrho State 
IS a busrness, and to be succescful must be 
conducted on business lines-not, as the hon. 
rnember . for Bowen occasiona.lly char>;es us 
w1th desirrng, by sweating and paying 6s. a 
day. I do not believe in that, am! the hon. 
member knows it; it is merely a catch-crv 
of his at times. 1:£ an industn <an afford 
to pay a wage, it is better for the whole of 
the community; but we have to recognise that 
we are only one State of the Commonwealth 
and we must consider what conditions ar~ 
operating in the other States regarding hours 
?f work and wages paid. \Ve have to put up 
rn Qt!eonsland :vrth a terrific lot of com]wti­
tton rn connection w1ih our industries. The 
S~ate of Queensland is simply honeycombed 
:v1th ?ominerc1al travellers representing 
u;dustnes an~ distributing companies of 
vrctona and I'<ew South Vl<'ales. Yet, if you 
went down to .l\1elbourne to-mouow and tried 
to get a gat~ering of men there representing 
Queensland mdu,;tnes, you would probably 
only get about twenty. Why"! There must 
be some re3;son wh~- we are noL expanding 
IIl that _partwular mroctron. I am prepared 
to adrmt that, when federation became an 
accomplished fact Victoria ah·eadv had a 
line tariff, and s~ had the start df all the 
other States of the Commonwealth. 

Before the dinner adjournment I stated 
that ·western Australia had a surplus of 
£225,000, and the Treasurer interjected that 

t.ha t was ·not correct. The figures 
[7 p.m.] I quoted were taken from the 

. "Daily Mail" of 9th July, and 
they specifically state that Western Australia 
had a surplus of £225,000. 

The TREASURER: The statement was proved 
to be inaccurate. 

Mr. TA YLOR : During the adjournment 
I looked up further information in connec­
tion with the matter, and I find that ·western 
Australia had a deficit for the year of 
£405,351. Against that the ~inking fund was 
mcr·eased by £594,198, which makes then 
really £188,847 to the good. 

The TnEASUR!CR : 'l'he surplus from reYenue 
f0r the year JUst closed was not so much as 
the hon. member stated. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I certainly do not wish to 
quote any figures that are not accurate and 
I took the opportunity to look the ~atter 
up during the dinner hour. 

The question we have to ask ourselves at 
the present time is whether it is a wise or 

the best course to carry on public services 
from loan money, free or partly free, and 
charge the loss as a direct taxation on 
industry, or make our loan money pay its 
own inter<>,t plus redemption and thereby 
give private enterprise a cha'nce of exparl­
sion. It is a foolish policy t<J make up the 
losses by taxation, and the time is ripe when 
the loan money should have to earn sufficient 
to pay interest and redemption, and not 
have the loss made up by taxation. 

In regard to secondary industries, I would 
like to quote the last available figures. We 
haYe a lesser number of factories now than 
W<' had in 1913. In 1913 Queensland had 
1,838 factories, while in 1922 we only had 
1.810 factories. The hands employed in 1913 
numbered 42,363, while in 1922 the hands 
employed numbered 43,248. It does not need 
II. rrch comment on these figures to show that 
we an• not advancing in that ·direction as 
we should advance. I claim, and always 
haYc claimed since I have been in Parlia­
ment. that there is a tremendous scope for 
expansion in the secondarY induetries in the 
State of Queensland; but "the industries can­
not expand nor can new industries be created 
unless those engaged in those industries have 
not the handicaps in tho way of excessive 
taxation which they have to submit to at tho 
pBesent time. 

Take, again, the number of factories. in 
Now South \Val•cs and the other States. New 
South Wales in 1913 had 5,346 factories, and 
in 1922 had increased the number to 6,351. 
an increase of 1,005; Victoria in 1913 had 
5,613 factories. and in 1922 had 6, 753, an 
increase of 1,140; South Australia in 1913 
had 1,353 factorieF>. and in 1922 had 1,432. an 
increase of 79; Western Australia in 1913 
had 763 factories. and in 1922 had 986, an 
increase of 223: Tasmania in 1913 had 623 
factories, and in 1922 had 686. an increasP of 
63; while we in Quensland show a decrease 
of 28. \Vith regard to employees, New South 
Wales in 1913 ha<l 120,400 employees, and in 
1922 had 148.482, an increase of 28,082; 
Victmia in 1913 had 118,744 employees. and 
in 1922 had 144,876, an increase of 26,132; 
South Australia in 1913 had 28.511, and in 
1922 had 31,171, an increase of 2,660; Western 
Australia. in 1913 had 17,299 employees, and 
in 1922 had 18,119. an increase of 820; Tas­
mania in 1913 had 9,784 employees, and in 
1922 had 10,127, an increase of 343; while in 
Queensland we show a decrease of 115. Those 
are figures which shouJ.d cause us to think 
and ask ourselves how it is that a large 
primary producing State like Quccneland, 
which is producililg a lot of material neces­
sary for the e~tablishment and maintenance 
of secondary industries, is not making satis­
factory progress. In our B'tate we have gone 
back, while other States of the Common­
wealth have p!·ogressed in that direction. 
The cause is due, in my opinion, to insuffi­
cient control of the expenditure of public 
moneys. The expenditure unauthorised by 
Parliament from 1919 to 1922 is as follows :-

!Revenue 
Trnst 

Fnnds. 
I .. oan 

Funds. Total. 

~--------,--~---

1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 

£ £ £ 
327,791 102,397 616,286 
654 98s 99,o4o ,

1 

'io9,189 
295,739 ' 14,988 210,764 
135,1681114,812: 253,417 

£ 
1,046,475 
1,263,217 

521,491 
503,398 

Mr. Taylor.] 



584 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

We find that expenditure not authorised by 
Parliament, but merely by Executive minute, 
has taken place in connection with certain 
railways, viz.-

"Mundubbera to North Burnett 
Murgon to Preston 
Munbilla to Mount Edwards 
J\1onto to Rannes 
Manv Peaks to North Burnett 
Mackay to Proserpine 
Proscrpine to Mackay 

£ 
30,000 
80,000 
40,000 
30,000 
70,000 
67,000 
55,000" 

The TREASUHER: In each case Parli'ament 
authorised the vote. 

Mr. TA YLOR: It was expended before 
Parliament had the opportunity of authoris­
ing it. I say that is a, wrong principle. 
There are two ways open to the Government 
in the immediute future to balance their 
accounts; the first is by increasing taxation, 
and the other by making our services pay. I 
hope that a greater effort will be made in the 
future to make the various services of the 
State pay more than they are doing at the 
present tim0, bE--causo to continue as we are 
at present means the creation of deficits, 
which will haYe to be converted into loans 
and added to the public debt. It is time 
we ma,do a change in that direction. The 
whole of the acti vi tics of the Government 
should be dirPcted in the way I have indi­
cated. The Treasurer on one occasion said 
that finance was the test of government, and 
so it is. He said some things then which 
arc as true to-day as they were then, but 
during the period he has had control of the 
affairs of Queensland he has not carried out 
what he advocated at that time. However, 
I trust that the vcar we are now entering 
upon will be fina~ciall.v and industrially and 
in every other way bri'ghter and better than 
past years. I certainly think that the pros­
poets for a, good year are better than they 
have been for some considerable time, and I 
hope that wo shall find that the Treasurer's 
Estimates have been more than realised when 
we come to receive his Firrancial Statement 
in 1924. 

Mr. VO\VLES Walb)l) : Before supporting 
the motion bdore the Committee that £300 
be granted for the salary of the aide-de­
camp to His Excellency the Governor, I 
would like to address mvself to the Finan­
cial Statement as delivere"d by the Treasurer. 
His opening remark was this-

" Few people, and certainly not those 
who understand anything about public 
finance, will envy the Treasurer his posi­
tion at the present time." 

Then he goes on to tell us. that a l.arl)e 
amount of loan money is fallmg due w1thm 
a short time. Perhaps· it would have been 
more correct for the hon. gentleman to say 
that people who understand an_ything about 
political morality would. appr~c1ate t):l~ posi­
tion of the Treasurer m th1s cond1t1on of 
affairs. He has practically to appear before 
the bar of public opinion, insomuch as he 
has to make application for the renewal of 
these loans. that he ha,s tu go to the old 
country and explain his actions o.f the past 
few years "nd how he stands w1th rega,rd 
to the future. I think he is turning oYer 
in his mind those sayings of our copy books 
such as, " Be sure your sin will find you 
out"-(laughter)-or, "We have left undone 
those things we ought to have done, and 
we have done those things we ought not to 
have done." (Renewed la,ughter.) The hon. 
gentleman reminds me of a man who has 
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pawned his boots and consoles himself by 
thinking tha,t he has still got his socks. 
But, nevertheless, we do appreciate the posi­
tion. We realise that the Treasurer has tn 
face the musi~, and we do not want to ma,ke 
his task unrwcessarily hard, and conse­
quently we would probably be a little kinde1· 
than otherwise we rr,ight be. 

Tho Treasurer a,lso informs us that he 
finished up the year with a, smaller deficit 
than he expected. Ho says-

" The actual deficit was £184,979, as 
against an estimated deficiency of 
£576,840, and the deficit would ha,ve been 
still further reduced had we not made 
adjustment, m connection with the 
losses, amounting to £53,540, on the 
wheat and cotton guarantees." 

vVhon vou take into consideration the fact 
that h1s receipts exceeded his expecta,tions 
by £396,703, the result does not seem such 
a tall order. In fact the expenditure 
exceeded his estimate. but his receipts from 
all sources showed increases over his esti­
mates. So he takes credit to himself for 
the result, and in effect adopts the attitude 
that, though i hings are brrd, they are not 
as bad as they might be. 

The TREASURER: \Vestern Australia, is worse 
off. 

Mr. VOWLES: I would remind the Trea­
wrer that, so far as the States and the Com­
monwealth are concerned, there is onl.r one 
State with an actual deficit-that is Quc~ns­
land. 

The TREASUitER: How do ~·ou makG that 
out? 

Mr. VO\VLES : That is, if yoct t<dw into 
consideration the sinking fund in w,,,,tern 
Auetralia. 

The TREASURER : Last year we paid 
£12C,OOO into a Sinking Fund, otherwise we 
would have shown a surplus. Tasmania and 
·western Australia both show deficits. 

J\1r. VOWLES: That is so if vou like to 
put it that way. so far as Wc,terrl Australia 
is concerned. If one looks at the figure> 
dealing with the excess of actual revenue oyer 
estimated revenue, it will be found that one 
of the biggest items contributing to that 
excess of revenue is taxation. I cannot 
uPderstand whv the Treasurer did not antiri­
pato that revenue. There was nothing extra­
ordinary happened during the year. The 
Treasurer should have anticipated within a, 
rea-sonable figure the amount of money that 
would have been received from taxation dur­
ino- th<' last financial vear. \Ve aro told that 
th~ railwavs produced an excess of £100.320 
of revenue" over the estimat0d amount. The 
Treasurer, in his Financi<tl Statement, 
said-

" Railwavs showed increased earnings 
over the · previous year of nearly 
£275.000, and £100,320 more than .the 
estimate for the year 1922-1923. In v1ew 
of the depression in the min!~g industry 
in the ?\orth, and the pos1t10n of the 
meat business, this rPsult must be con­
~idered hio-hlv satisfactorv, and seems to 
indicate that" our railways arc at last 
entering upon a period during which we 
mav expert reasonable buoyancy on the 
rev'enuo" 

The railways certainly did earn £275.000 
more tha,n the previous year, ~mt the 
Treasurer did not tell us that durmg that 
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financial year there was a deflation of men 
who were employed in the service. I find 
that there were 1,120 men dismissed from the 
Railway Department, and 4,247 were put on 
part time. The Treasurer d1d not tell us 
that the wages which were saved-whether 
rightly or wrongly-I am not dealing with 
the merits of the matter-helped to make up 
that increased revenue. He does not tell 
us that the increased revenue which was 
obtained from the department was got at 
the expense of the workers who had been 
enga<sed in the department, nDr does he tell 
us that the 5 per cent. reduction from salaries, 
which was applicable to many men in that 
department, also helped in a ,;ery big way to 
make up that increase in revenue. 

The TREASURER: Do you criticise that 
action? 

Mr. YOWLES: I am not criticising the 
a< tion cne way or the other. When the 
Trcasur0r \Vas clain1ing credit for the 
increased earning of £275.000 in that depart­
ment, he should have shown that it was got 
in a scientific way by reducing the cost of 
running the department and by the 5 per 
cent. reduction imposed on raihvay men in 
cmnmon with other public sllrvants. The 
Treasurer, in his Financial Statement, sets 
out thrrt the €etimated revenue for 1923-1924 
io £13,064,000 in round figures. I think it 
might be just as well if we took into con­
sideration the amount of money that was 
n'ceivcd from all sources last vcar and the 
amount of mDnev to be handk.d from all 
Pourcos during the' current year. The rovonno 
for the vear 1922-1923 was £12.599,403. and. 
in ad lition to that. there was expended 
from TnHt Funds £5.467.668. and £3.701,750 
from Loan Fund, making a total expendi­
ture of £21,768,821. 

That \Vas oasilv a. record ,,·oar for TC'YPilUP 

and expenditure" for Queen~land. But this 
year \VO arc going· to expend fron1 rcvPllUP 

£13.057.063, including frDm Loan Fund 
£5,038,156, and frnm Trust Funds £5.962,366. 
or a total Df £24,057.585. \Vhen you come to 
consider that in the vcar the Government 
took ov<>r the TrcasLiry benches the total 
royonuf' recojved frmn the san1o sources for 
ccnsolidatcd revPnu0 purposes amnunted to 
approximately £7,500,000. and now it is 
necessary tD ha,·e £13.057,063 to-day for the 
same scrYicc~, and, vvhcn one realises that. 
with a reduced revenue tho Gov<>rnments o£ 
the past were always able to show a credit 
balancP~ ,,·hcroas wo are always disclosing a 
debit balance, one Dften wonders whether it 
is due to those increases in the c<Jst of ser­
vices and materials we hear m much about 
to-day, or whether it is ·due to the fact that 
l,hc bnsin0ss n bility is not thoro to 1nanago 
the affairs Df State like it was when we had 
the previous Government in power. In the 
undertakings on which the Government have 
ernhark~d, more particularlv in f'onnection 
»ith State enterprises, with 'very few excep­
tions it has been shown witlwut doubt that 
thny arc n<Jt capable of running them on 
commercial linco. That is where their want 
Df business ability is slwwn. and I can Dnly 
cDme to the conclusion that the same t.hing 
obtains in the larger field of Government 
administration generallv. Take a comnariso11 
oi figures, and yDu wiil find that when the 
Government obtained possession of the Trea­
sury benches the receipts from income tax 
wer-e. £517.000, from land tax nDthing by the 
previOus Government, licenses £88,000, stamp 

duties £321,000, and tDtalisatDr tax £27,0UC, 
or '"' total of £954,457. Then look at the 
figures Df 1922-23, and you will find thaL 
the amount Df £517,000 from income tax 
expanded to £2,149,000. Whereas there was 
no land tax at all in 1914-15 the 'I'reasurv 
now ·receives from this source £417,865. 
License fees are practically the same-only a 
difference of £10,000 in favour Df 1922 as 
against 1914-15; stamp duties have practi­
cal!:· doubled. In rising from £321,000 to 
£611.000. the totalisator tax has doubld 
itself. The poDr unfortunate sports are, I 
understand, going to catch it again, too­
(lr:ughtcJ)-while the total amount received 
from taxatiDn has inc-reased from £954,000 
to £3,330,000. The ratio Df increase m 
income tax is 316 per cent. As there was nD 
land t<Lx in 1914-15, I cannot gi vc the increase 
so far as land tax is concerned unless I talm 
it as 417.865 per cent. (Laughter.) The other 
increa .. sr-s were~lieen~c f,·cs, 12 per cent. ; 
stamp duties, 90 per C<c'nt. ; totalisator tax, 
95 per cent.; while the increase right thrDugh 
has been 249 per cent. That goes to show 
how our per capita taxation has gDne up. 
That per capita t"'xatiDn, which in 1914-15 
"'"'s £1 Ss. 2d., has now r0ached somewhere 
in !he vicinity of about £4 5s. 

Mr. CoLLT:-<S: \Vhat arc you trying to 
r·rove? 

Mr. VO'WLES: I am trying to prove that 
in an ordin:-1rv business having similar 
opportunitiPs for "xpansion ro what the 
Government have, you would certainly expect 
to seC' that bnt-.iness running on sound and 
wlvent line", and showing valuable profits 
and a great amount of pwsperity. 

The TRr1S1:RER: I will show you a credit 
bn.lance next year. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The Treasurer is rather 
optimistic on this occasion. He proposes to 
show a credit balance next yPrrr, but that 
ren1ains to be seen. 

The TREASCRER: \Vhy not defer your 
crilicism unLil then? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am refening to the 
events <Ji the last financial year. I would 
refer much b• tter to them were I in the 
position that I and every hon. member 
jn·e,ent would be for the purpose of disouss­
in,r the Financial Statement-if I were in 
possession of various departmental reports 
that are missing. YDu will notice, if you 
read thrDugh the Financial Statement, that, 
when he gets to the subject of State enter­
prises, there is an eloquent silence. 

The TREASURER: No. 
~lr. VOWLES: He merely tells us that 

tbe reports ,,·ill be submitted at a later 
date. 

The TREASERER: 'l'hat is not silence. 

::\1r. VO~'LES: I would expect the Trea­
surer to adopt such a position, particularly 
\vhen it is iound that in connection with 
!he one sink which is al:lsorbing- the prDfits 
made from other enterprises-State stations 
I refer to-we have no figures. We havu 
not (l'Ot the figures and have no opportunity 
of discussing the balance-sheet. These activi­
ties for the last financial year will be pre­
sented to Parliament as early as possible, 
and the Treasurer will make it his special 
business to ,ee that that and certain other 
matters to which I have made reference are 
never brought before the Committee for 
consideration. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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The TREASURER: You made that charge 
before about the Auditor-GenNal's report, 
and it was proved to be wrong. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am saying that the hon. 
gentleman Nil! . not bring forward these 
matters for constderatJOn. They w1ll never 
have an oppm-tunity ol being brought into 
the light of da.y. 

Mr. C'OLLINS: You are making a very poor 
"' fist" of it. 

Mr. VOWLES: I should like to hear the 
hon. member got up and give his views and 
his criti~ism on some of the'e matters and on 
the Inkormun irrigation scheme that we 
have heard so much about. He will not 
explain to hon. members or to his electors 
why these things are being turned down 
now. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: I got the biggest majority 
I ever had d the last election. 

Mr. VOWLES: You can fool the people 
a part of the time, but you cannot fool 
them all the time. 

Mr. COLLINS: You have done it for a long 
time. 

Mr. VOWLES: The people of Bowen are 
asking the hon. geHtleman now where the 
iron and steel works are. 

Mr. CoLLTNS: There was nothing said 
about the iron and sh•el works in the last 
election. 

Mr. VOvVLES: There is another rather 
strange thing on page 3 of the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement. I am rather astonished 
and also disgusted to find in the table there 
published that a sum of £23,446 which was 
appropriated for the Department of Public 
Instruction is regarded as a saving. r.rhis 
in face of the fact that the Treasurer told 
many persons in countr, districts that there 
were no fumh available for doing thf' 
necessary school work in the country, and 
that applications would have to be held over 
for consideration until after 30th June. 

The TREASURER: Do von kno" that we 
spent a million nnd a-qttarter on education 
last year? Your Government did not do 
cinything like that. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not care what vou 
speiJt. Minor requests of from £10 to £100 
have been refused. I know of applications 
for expenditnre affecting the comforts of 
school children, both ill summer and in 
winter, which have J:.>ecn pr0ssed upon the 
department, and the reply has invariably 
been that the Minister was not in a position 
to do anything, but that the matter would 
be considNed when funds were available. 
We find that funds were available all the 
time-that there was £23,000 which we said 
was to be used in a cprtain direction kept 
in order to square the ledger. 

The TREASURER: Some votes were ex­
hausted. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Ve know t.hat some vote' 
were exhaustod, but what is the object of 
voting morley for specific purposes for the 
Department of Public Instruction. which w•c 

are told has alwavs been starved 
[7.30 p.m.] in the past, if the monev is not 

to be expended? \Ve ha,-e been 
complaining in season and out of soason that 
the ( hitdren of the country do not get the 
consiJerat.ion they are entitled to-that they 
do not even get decent accommodation to 
protect them from the weather. At Milmer­
ran the people wore distinctlv told-thcrP 
was corre,pondence on the subject, and the 

[_!fr. VowltJs. 

matter was urgent-that nothing could bo 
done. \Vhy? Because there wer•' no funds. 
Kow we find the funds have been there all 
the time. 

I notice that it is intcndc•d to mab• special 
provision for a cert.ain class of public servants 
under the Salaries Act, and tha.t. those 
receiving £400 a yea.r and less are not to be 
affected by certain legislation. During last 
session on two difiercnt occasions I placed the 
whole of this matter before this Commit lee. 
I told the Treasurer that an anomalv "ould 
arise-that there would b8 dissatisfaction, 
that injustices would be inflicted. more par­
ticularly upon a sect.ion of the public service 
who were not affluent-who had btg respon­
sibilities, many of them had families to main­
tain-in that he was ta.king away ani.o1nn,tic 
incr£'ases and at the san1e time reducing their 
salaries 5 per cent. I see he realises that. but 
only to the extent of those rocei v ing £400 a 
year. 

Tho TREASURER: You wanted us to reduce 
thern even 1nore. 

Mr. VOWLES: I did not, but I wanted to 
sec j Llsticc done. In 1916-17 there was an 
cn1bargo in regard to increa;:;os of sa.laries 
over £200; in 1918 it was raised to £300; in 
1S19 it was raise-d to £50"0; in 1920 it was 
raised to £600; in 1920-21, after the election 
was over, it was brought down again. 

'l'he TREASURER: It was not brought down. 
It was lifted, and there was no embargo at 
all. 

Mr. VOWLES : It was lifted for the pur­
poses of the election. 

The TRU~URER: You said it was don~ after 
the election. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was lifted for the pur­
p<,ses of the election and put on immediately 
after the elections "ere over. In 1922 the 
embargo was on salaries over £500. and !n 
1922-3 it was on £400. By cortam Orders m 
Council which I referred to at the time, oer­
tnin cl~sses of employees were withdrawn 
from the jurisdiction of the A~bitration 
Court; certain agrcernents were en_tered i~to 
with different sections of the public servtco, 
such as police magistrates, school inspectors, 
and parliamentary officers,. and all th?se 
a.rrangoments were broken without comnltmg 
in any way the persons who were affected .. I 
pointed out, too, that very gross anomabes 
existed in regard to certai>I persons who 
wem in the cmplov of various departments, 
more particularly architects, bank officers, 
engineers, surveyors, and teachers in non­
governmental schools, who were placed unfor­
tunately in '~ worse position than persons 
engaged in exactly the same claos ot w01:k 
outside the service because the awards dtd 
nut apply to individuals in the Government 
service. Consequently, those who ·were work­
ing outside were gdt,ing hig.her emolument!, 
and in many instance:; responsible J?Crsons m 
the Government serviCe were gettl ng lower 
salaries than persons who were subordinate 
tu them in the work they were domg. 

Dealing with the railways, the Treasurer 
gave us a comparison of.froights, and I want 
1-o challenge his comparison stra;ght out. 
Although the figures w.hich he has qucted are 
to some extent true, they are misleading, a.nd 
I think they have been used designedly. The 
Treasurer h~s taken the most favourable 
figure in de<>ling with one class of produce, 
and that is farm produce, and he has not told 
us that the figures given are what arc called 
the port rate, that is the rate from where the 
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produce is produced down to the city. On 
page 10 of the Financial Statement he says-

" Th8 following table shows the relative 
poc,itio" of Queensland as compared with 
other State' and countries in the matter 
of increased freighL ancl fares ::-~ince 
1914-

Pcrccntage increase in freight rates 
over 1914:-

Per cent. 
Qnc"nsland 12 
T\ cw South \Y ales 52 
Victoria ... 43 
Sou Lh Australia 44 
W c;tern Australia 29 
N cw Zealand 40 
South Africa 29." 

In that table the Treasurer did not tell m 
that he' had not given the starting point m 
1914-15, and that in 1914 the freights in 
Queensland were higher than thej· were in 
New South Wales. 

The TREASJ:RER: That was the time of the 
Liberal Government. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I know it was the time of 
the Liberal Government. I remember being 
in this Chamber at the time, and I remember 
the then hon. member for Maranoa, Mr. J. 
M. Hunter, afterwards a member of the 
Labour Cabinet, referring to this matter and 
pointing out what an iniquitous thing it was 
that tho selectors up countr§ should P·'Y a 
higher rate of freight than they were paying 
in New South \Vales. 

The TREASURER : They were higher then; 
JJOW they are lower. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman is 
simply jug&ding with figures-to use his own 
words of this afternoon. 

The TREASJ:RER: Not at all. They are 
unimpeachable. 

Mr. VOWLES: What is the starting point? 
The TREASGRER: 1914. 
Mr. VOWLES : I admit that the increase 

has been higher in New South Wales, and it 
has been higher because the freights were 
lower than t.hey were in Queensland at the 
time. The rah' was brought up to our luvel. 
It was brought from a low rate gradually up 
tc tho Queensland equivalent, and it was sub­
sequentiv Lrought further than that, but, 
when the hon. gentleman says the ratio is as 
12 to 52, I say he i' not correct. 

The TREASURER: That is correct so fac· as 
the average increase is concerned. 

Mr. YOWLES: That is the misleading 
part of the whole thing. Then the hon. 
gentleman makes a comparison between the 
cost of carting potatoes on the railways in 
England and on the railways in Queensland. 
Even there he does not tell the people that 
he has chosen the most favourable item. He 
has chosen the port rate of 10s. 2d. again; 
but if you go to the Railway Department you 
will find that, if you want to send a ton of 
potatoo·· from Brisbane to Dalby, you will 
have to pay 16s. 4d. per ton and not 10s. 2d. 

The TREASJ:RER: Who does that? 

Mr. VOWLES: We do not grow potatoes, 
particularly in seasons like this, nearly suffi­
cient for home consumption. We have to 
import the whole of our potatoes, and we pay 
16s. 4d. per ton railage, and yet the Treasurer 
says the rate is 10s. 2d. The Secretary for 
Railways, during last session, put a table 
into " Hansard," and he also used the most 

favourable figures. He used the port rates 
and did not use the back rates to the country. 
I have here the correct figures on agricul­
tural produce. The port rate per ton is 
10s. 2d. for 100 miles, while the up-country 
rate per ton is 16s. 4d. per 100 miles. 

The TREASURER : The farmer is concerned 
in getting his prcduco .to market. 

Mr. VOWLES: There is a cheap rate of 
freight to bring produce down to feed the 
people in the cily; but, if it should happen 
that the man in the countrv wants to buy 
produce, he has to pay a rate: not of 10s. 2d., 
but of 16s. 4d. per ton on exactly the sa_me 
class of goods. For 200 miles and 500 mrles 
the ratio is the same. Look at flour. The 
rate on flour frorr. the countrv to Brisbane­
the port rate-is 10s. 2d. per ton per 100 
miles. That sRmc flour sent back to the 
country has to pay a freight of 23s. 1d. per 
ton. Is it any wcnder that people flock away 
from the country to the cities? 'I'he man 
in the back country should be given encour­
agement in connection with railway freights. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \Yhy did you not 
do it yourself wl'en you were on this side? 

Mr. VO\VLES: There wa's never any 
revision of rat 0 s or freights while I was on 
the Government side of the House. Mr. 
J. M. Hunter, when sitting on this side as 
hon. member for l\1aranoa, advocated what I 
am urging now-that for longer distances, 
instead of there being an increase of freight, 
there should be a decrease. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Why di'd 
vou not do it when you were over on this 
side? ' 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman always 
advocated the same thing when he was in 
opposition. If ho is honest, why does he not 
do it now? \Vhy should the Treasurer, when 
he is making a public announcement, take 
the most favourable rate of freight for com­
parison, and only give the rate from the pro­
ducing area to the port and not say a word 
about the rate of double the amount imposed 
on produce g-oing back to the country? The 
rate of freight ou butter to port is 2ls. 9d., 
while the rate on butter going into the 
country is 40s. 7d. per 100 miles. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who buys 
the butter in the country? 

Mr. VOWLES': I do not know. 
The SECRE'fARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The store­

keeper. 
Mr. PEASE: You have a butter factory in 

Dalby. 
Mr. VOWLES': We have a butter factory 

in Dalby; but Dalby is not the onlv place 
in Queensland with a butter factory. We pay 
higher rates from Brisbane to Dalby than 
from Dalby to Brisbane, and the same thing 
applies to Cunnamulla. So long as it is 
up-com1try the freight is a high one, but it 
is made much lower from the country to 
Brisbane for the benefit of the people in the 
city. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Is it not an advan­
tage to the pro·ducer to get his butter cheaply 
to market? 

Mr. VOWLES : Of course, it is; but there 
are other peopie beside, producers in the 
countrv. There are consumer" as well, and 
their Interests should be protected the same 
as those of :mybody else. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : You want butter 
to go back and compete against the local 
producer. , 

Mr. Vowles.] 



588 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not want anything of 
the kind. The Treasurer quoted figures to 
show that our railways have the lowest rates 
of freight, but I say that is not so, and that 
the figures are all wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They aTe 
all right. 

Mr. VO\VLES: They are wrong, and 
absolutely fraudulent, to my mind. 

The CHAIRMAN : OrdeT ! The hon. 
member has shLted that the figures quoted 
by the Treasurer last night are fraudulent. 
I ask the hon. member to withdraw. 

Mr. VOWLES: I withdraw, certainly. I 
say that, at any rate, they are not genuine. 
(Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. VOWLES: I sa:y that they are incor­
rect-that is a parliamentary expression. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They are misleading. 

Mr. VO\VLES: They are misleading, even 
if they are not fraudulent. The Treasurer 
did not toll us, when he gave his comparison, 
that the rates charged in Now South Wales 
are considerably lower than they are to-day 
in Queensland. I might quote from a debate 
last year the figures with regard to the rail­
way freight'. We find that the freight in 
l\;cw South Wales for 50 mile' is 29s. 2d. in 
Victoria 32s. 6d., in Queensland 51s. lOd.' in 
South Australia 40s. 1d., in \Vestern Aus­
tralia 40s. 1d., and in Tasmania 46s. 1d. The 
a voragc is 42s. 9d.; while in Queensland it is 
51s. 10d. 

A G0"17EmDIENT ME>IBER: Give the rates for 
100 miles. 

At 7.47 p.m., 
Mr. DuxSTAN (Gympic), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the eh air. 

::\1r. VOWLES: I will give the figures for 
100 miles. In New Sout.h \Vales the rate " 
£3 16s.; in Victoria £3 3s.; in Queen,land 
£4 9s. ; in South Australia £3 17s.; in V\T estern 
Australia £3 17s. ; in Tasmania £3 12s. The 
average is £3 12s., while tho rate in Queens­
land is £4 9s. 

A GovER:>MENT ME~fBER: For >vhat class of 
goods? 

Yir. VOWLES: All kinds of goods. 

l\1-r. Bm:cE: That statement is incorrect. 
(Laughter.) 

:Mr. VO\YLES: Surely the hon. mC'mber 
will withdraw and apologise. (Laughter.) 
\Yhcn ''ou corner hon. members opposite on 
the figures, they say the statenwnt is not 
correct. After that, it is scarcely wortn 
my while to deal with that line of argument 
any further. In New South \Vales last. year 
there w~, a profit on the railways of £89:590, 
while m Queensland there was a loss of 
£1.496.272. Our accumulated railway deficits 
since the Labour GovernmcHt came into 
power are in !he vicinit;· of £10,000,000. 

The SECBETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thee were 
big enough before we got in. 

Mr. VOWL""ES: I am not talking abollt 
what they were before. I am talkinrr of the 
position ,;n the railways since the hon~ gentle­
man . has had charge of them. They havo 
':'crtamly done a httlo better last year, the 
Interest ret.urn on capital invested being 
:more than It was before, but it is not half 

[Mr. Vowles. 

as much as it was in the last year of the 
Denham Administration. 

'l'ho SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: That is not 
a fair comparison. The working cost and the 
price of material have gone up enormously. 

Mr. VOWLES: Tho hon. gentleman will 
have an opvortunity of speaking on railway 
matters. I would like him to refer to the 
tables which ho put in 1n·eviously, and also 
to my criticism on the salit'nt points with 
regard to rates which I mentioned in reply­
ing !o the Treasurer. From 1914 to 1922 you 
will find that there has been an increase of 
42 per cont. in the freight on wool. 

The SECHETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: Take cattle. 

Mr. ·VO\VLES: There was an increase of 
61 per cent. on cattle, but that has boon 
reduced since; and on sheep of 61 per cent. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AcruccLTL:HE: Sheep 
an~ a good p-rice. 

.Mr. VO\\'LES: There was an increase on 
copper of 35 per cent., and on coal of 47 per 
cont. There has CPrtainly since boon a reduc­
tion of 20 per cpnt. in these items, and there 
has bc<'n som<'thing allowed for starving 
~tack in ccrtaill Jistricts, but the fact remains 
that, although the cm't of matPrial went up, 
provision 1-ovas rnade in the E~tirna.t.cs each 
year for that incrPase by allowing a further 
amount of money to br' handled by the 
department for these purpose'· 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: \Ye could 
make the railways pay by increasing the fare< 
and freights. 

.!\Ir. YOWLES: It is no use tl10 Minister 
saying that they could nutke the railwa.; s 
pay if th0y incre'lscd fares and freights. 
There has been a gradual reduction in price 
of materials. The hon. gentleman and his 
friends -reduced the >vagcs of public servants 
by 5 per cont. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thoro has 
been an increa:-P in price~ since 1914. 

:VIr. VOWLES : Thoro have been big 
iEcrcases right through, I admit, but prices 
arc gradually declining. \\"ages are bcir.g 
compuhorily reduced by deflation and the 5 
per cent. reductions. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There has 
been a subst-antial increase in the price of 
steel rails, for instance, as compared with 
1914. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about the way 
prices went up about the middle of the war. 
I admit that there is no comparison between 
the cost of material and services generally 
in 1914 and 1922, but I say that the time of 
high prices has passed. If the Government 
did have a deficit on the railways of a million 
and a-half or a million and three-quarters­
whatever it ·was~in a war year, there is no 
justification for a deficit in 1922. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your party 
advocated increased fares and freights. 

Mr. VOWLES: Who did? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The leadcc· 

of the Opposition. 
Mr. VOWLES : He did not. He said that 

the people in the city were in a better position 
than the people in the country, and that the 
fares and freights should be put in better 
proportion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No; he said 
there should be increased fares and freights. 
Look at " I-Iansard" for 1921. 
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Mr. VOWLES: I do not know how the 
statement has been twisted, but I do know 
that the fact is that he said that the people 
in the city were receiving better treatment 
from the Railway Department than the people 
in the country, and that they both should be 
put in the same position. The Treasurer, m 
his Financial Statement, says-

" The heavy railway losses in Queens­
land compared with the other States are 
directly attributable to the policy of con­
tinuing the low freight charges. It 1s 
considered by the Government to be sound 
policy to keep the freights at a low. level 
and charge up the losses on the ra1lways 
to the Consolidated Revenue each year, 
rather than reduce the taxation of city 
dwellers at the expense of rural indu <­
tries." 

I wonder if the hon. gentleman consider,,d 
whether he would not be nearer the mark 
if he had said that a good many of the losses 
on the railways had been due to political 
interference. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL W.GS : You weru 
guilty of that yoursAlf. 

Mr. VOWLES: I was? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Everyone of 

your members. You asked me to override 
the decision of the Commissioner with regard 
to a certain gatekeeper. 

Mr. VOWLES: Fancy a Cabinet Minister 
descending to such " tuppenny ha'penny " 
things as that ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is a fact. 
It is on record. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is on record. There 
were some gatekeepers who were doing postal 
work--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You could 
not get from the Commissioner what you 
wanted, and you came to me and asked me 
to reverse his decision. 

Mr. VOWLES: I went to you? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You wrote 

•to me. 
Mr. VOWLES : I wrote to you as leader 

-of the Country party and asked that certain 
women who were getting a maximum of 5s. 
a week for acting in the capacity of sellers 
of postage stamps should be kept on for the 
benefit of the public, and he;·e is a Minister 
telling us that I tried to upset the running 
of the whole of his department because I 
suggested that a maximum of Ss. per week 
should be paid in order to provide people 
w·ith a convenience. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You got the 
decision of the Commi,sioner and it did not 
suit you, and you wanted me to override it. 

Mr. VOWLF.S: I did not think that there 
was such a paltry individual in the Chamber. 
Five shillings a week to an unfortunate gate­
keeper! Commend me to the friends of the 
widows and oi'phans of whom we hear so 
much! Let the hon. gentleman get up and 
have his say; he will probably explain what 
effect that would have had on the deficit of 
the railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is the 
principle of political interference. You were 
leader of the Country party. 

which goes to the Minister and says, " Put 
my pal on, or my brother's pal; he is a 
s.J{pporter of the Labour party." That is 
what has brought down the finaNces of the 
railways, and has led to the deflation which 
the Government were compelled to make. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: They did not pass 
a special Retrenchment Act like your Govern­
ment did in 1893. 

Mr. VOWLES: Do you not call the Salaries 
Act passed last session a special Retrench­
ment Act? I would not mind the public ser­
vants having their salaries reduced 5 per cent. 
had not the Government told them that they 
were their friends and woul-d never be a 
party to salary reduction. It is the 
immorality of the thing I object to-going 
openly, as did the hon. member for Padding­
ton a month or six weeks before the legisla­
tion was introduced, as a candidate for 
election-and telling them that the Govern­
ment would never be a party to a reduction 
of salaries. 

Time is getting on, and although there are 
many things to which I might have referr·erl. 
I shall take the opportunity later on of doing 
so. I certainly am in favour of the vote for 
the salary of the aide-de-camp, but I am 
reminded that in all the bad timc·s during 
the war. when the cost of living had increased 
from 50 per cent. to 100 per cent., one of the 
few public servants who was overlooked, when 
even members of Parliament were increasing 
their salaries-one of the unfortunate indi­
viduals was the aide-de-camp concerned in the 
motion, who, p·erhaps, all the time lived in 
f<Jar and trembling that he was going to be 
dE>pnved of the sum we are asked to pass. 

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): To my mind, it is 
marvellous that the Treasurer has produc >d 
a Budget, under all the circumstances, which 
discloses a surplus at the end of the yea1·. 
The leader of the Opposition criticised the 
results of the last election. and attacked a 
table which the Attorney-General presented 
showing tho detailed figures in respect of the 
sPats contested by the Labour party. Ho put 
forward some figures which he had prepared. 
but which certainjy are not correct. I have 
her·e a table which I shall quote-prepared, 
not by the Attorney-General or any Labour 
organisation, but by the Country party orga­
nisation itself-

" Comparing the voting at the elections 
of 1920 and 1923. the table gives the fol­
lowing r·esults as between the J\i ationalist 
and Labour candidates:-

Metropolitan Seats.-Labour gain of 
two seats, and 3, 748 Yotes. 

Northern.-Labour gain of two seat.s, 
and 2,371 votes. 

CentraL-Labour gain of 525 votes. 
Southern Towns.-Nationalist gain of 

671 votes. 
" The total gives Labour a net gain of 

7,973 votes. 
" In the case of seats contested by 

Country party candidates, the resul·cs 
were~ 

Country 
votes. 

party.-Increase of 4,870 

Mr. YOWLES: What we did in the way 
of political interference we did openly in 
black and white-we sent it to the Minister­
but the political interference to which I am 
referring is not done openly or in black and 
white. It is the sort of political interference 

Labour party.-Incrcase of 8,153 
votes. 

Net re,ult.-Increase of 3,283 votes 
to Labour." 

,\s compared with the 1920 elections that 
surnmar:v shows a gain to Labour of 18,853 
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votes. As ev-erybody knows, the result of tbe 
elections was that every sitting member on the 
Labour side was returned and six seats were 
gained, Now, I propose to compare those 
figures with the results of the last Foderal 
election, and on this question I am going to 
quotA from the official organisation paper of 
hon. members opposite-the "National Re­
view." 

At 8 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN (::\1r. Kirwan, BriHbane) 

resumed the chair. 

Mr. PEASE : The last Federal Senate elec­
tions in Australia sl·ow that Labour secured 
792,229 votes, and the anti-Labour party 
secured 701,613 votm, or a majority in favour 
of Labour throughout the whole of Au,stralia 
of 90,616 votes. Although six Ministers and 
thirty-seven members supporting the anti­
Labour party wore defeated, yet the Labour 
party are not in power. What on earth have 
the Opposition to squeal about? \Vhat are 
they trying to compare? The result is that 
in the Federal arena-which is more impor­
tant than the State, because it controls the 
whole of Australia-a minoritY Government 
are in PQ\Ycr; and here, accOrding to the 
Country party figures, a majority Govern­
went aro in power. \Vhat have they to com­
plain about? The leader of the Opposition 
,]so criticised the redistribution of seats, 
and ·said it was unfair. After the election 
campaign, to excuse the defeat o! Mr. 
Green, tho then deputy leader of the 'Cnited 
party, it was alleged tbat he had lost his 
scat owing to the unfair redistribution wbich 
\vas engineered by this Governn1ent. It \Vas 
stated that votes were taken from the Towns­
ville electoral<' to make it ,afe for Labour­
so tbc Opposition contend-and placed into 
the Kennedv electorate; but what happened? 
Here we ha"ve 1\Ir. Bruc0. the worthv Labour 
representative of the Kennedy eiectorate, 
1cturned to carry Labour's bamwr. The 
Opposition's argument falls to the ground _on 
examination. I find that tb<'sC figures whiCh 
the leader of the Opposition has quoted are 
printed in eyery paper opposed to Labour 
throughout Queensland. Tbe hon. memb0r 
for Bowen gave me to read Upton Sinclair's 
book "The Brass Check." and I quite 
reali~e that the figures which we quote here 
will not go out to tbe people. The only 
fi gurcs th0 people of Queens! and wil I get are 
the figures quoted by the leader of the Oppo· 
sition. They will go out as figures dealmg 
with the rc·mlt of the elections. The only 
figures that the people will get will be those 
published by the Pre~s controlled by the 
Opposition. Unfortunately, Labour has only 
got our local paper in Brisbane, and a few 
papers scattered throughout Qu<'ensland. 
The Opposition try to show tbe people of 
Queensland, and also the world, that we are 
a minoritv Governm0nt. and yet, when the 
figures taken from tbeir own organisation 
pa.pers and tb0 fig'!res 6~lp)1liC'd by the Go­
vernment are examined. 1t IS found that "\Ve 

represent the majoritv of the people. What 
happens tbcn? We 'find that none of the 
local .. apers opposed to Labour will publish 
tho"' • ci:rurcs. " The Brass Check " says 
that Mark Twain said-

" If vou give a lie half an hour's start. 
truth chases it round the world, and 
then does not ea tch it." 

I wish now to quote from the " Round 
Table." Commenting on the 1919 Federal 
elections. it states-

[Mr. Pease. 

" In tbe Senate elections the iniquity 
of the system was evident, since one 
party-the Kationalists-polling less than 
half the total votes, won eighteen out of 
nineteen seats-a travesty on representa­
tion wbich would not have been worse if 
the former block system had been 
retained. As a matter of fact, the sys­
tem used was designed to make the· 
block vote effedi ve in returning one­
party only." 

\Vhat have the Opposition to complain 
about? Here we ha\e the "Round Table," 
a magazine of some weight in the world, 
complaining of the system which was 
invented by the anti-Labour people in the­
Federal arena to keep Labour out of power, 
and which, unfortunately, has been success­
ful. Now hon. members opposite come into· 
this Chamber and complain about our redis­
tribution of seatB. I will undertake to sav 
that a careful examination of the redistribu­
tion will disclose that it could not have been 
done better. As a matter of fact, the 
Attorney-General has pointed out that alf 
the complaints about that redistribution came 
from bon. members on this side and not from 
the Opposition. I would like to show the 
lea·der of the Opposition why Labour won 
the elections. I will quote to him the state­
ment made by Mr. Clayton. the secn·taf\' of 
the Murrumba district of the Primary Pro­
ducers' Union-

" It was strange that their member 
(Mr. \Varren) should suddenly throw up 
the sponge and declare for a party with 
' a single objective '-that of opposition 
to ' communism.' If they imagined they 
could stampede and frighten tbe people 
of Queensland with the bogey of 'com­
mumsm,' th~y would be disappointed." 

The "Courier," reporting this matter, said­
" These remarks wore heartily approved 

of by the meeting." 
That was not a Labour meeting-it was their 
own party mc~ting. The " Graziers'· 
Review " of 16th February, 1923, says-

" The truth is the Queensland Opposi­
tion has little brains and no leaders. 

"Mcc;srs. 'Tavlor and Vowles do not 
lead, because they have no leading to 
give. 

" Thev are content to be ' bossed ,. 
while appearing to be 'bossing.' 

" .SuggE"ts the Country party and 
K ationalist party mix their policy with 
brains. 

"At present evidence in that direction 
is sadly lacking." 

That is why they lost the elections. No· 
doubt the leader of the Opposition in speak­
ing was leading up to the argument that a 
minority Government should not govern. Is' 
that the crux of his argument? It appears 
to me to be so. vVhat is the position to-day? 
In what position are the British Government 
-the Government which controls the des­
tini<'s of the Empire-the Government. which 
can plunge Australia into war at any time? 
I heard the Australian Prime Minister-Mr. 
Bruce-deliver his speech in the Exhibition 
Hall. The leader of the Opposition was 
there, and he heard, as I heard, the Prime 
Minister practically start his speech by a 
reference to "the rumblings of war." I heard 
his speech, and I was very much impressed 
with it. I consider that he knows more 
than hon. members here know. I contend: 
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that for half an hour he led everyone in 
that audience to understand that the war 
drums were throbbinf(. Who is making 
those drums throb? This Government at 
the other end of lhe world, who are a 
minority Government, were making those 
war drums throb. Hon. members opposite 
say that we have no right to govern Queens­
land, although the figuces prove that we are 
a majority Government; and yet m the 
same breath they accept everything that 
comes from the Empire Government, which 
is a minority Government. I am going to 
prove that statement by quoting remarks 
made by Lloc d George at the last electiOns 
in England, which were held under a hm1ted 
franchise. That franch>se does not g1ve to 
thc1 people of England the right of getting a 
h·ue expression of the will of the people. 
In England tr1e franchise can only be exer­
cised by males who vmgess a residential or 
business qualification. A woman cannot vote 
until she reaches the e"ge of thirty years, and 
then only if she ha' a residential qualifica­
tion or is married to someone who has. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LA:"rDS: That is 
what hon. members opposite would like to 
have here. 

Mr. PEASE : Yes. Everybody who roads 
knows what is likely to happen in England 
a" the next elections. 'fhe people are waking 
up. Although they have only a, limited fran­
chise, the people of England will not have 
a Government of the kind that is in power 
to-day. This is what Lloyd Ge01·ge said-

" Six million votes were cast for the 
present Government and 9,000,000 votes 
cast again::;t it." 

Here we have a Government representing 
6,000,000 people-the minority-who have the 
right to pluugc the whole of the British 
Empire into war. Th0y can do that, not­
withstanding that 9,000,000 people voted 
against that Government. Kow we have the 
Opposition saying that a minority Govern­
ment should not gov8rn. Lloyd Gcorge, on 
22nd Novembc1·, 1922, said:-

"The Prime Minister claims to have 
received a vote of confidence from the 
people, but out of a total poll of 15,000,000 
his candidates have secured less than 
6,000,000 Yotes. 

" That means that two-fifths of the 
vot~rs showed confidence in the adminis­
tration, whilst three-fifths showed confi­
dence in the other leaders or groups. 

"I place the fact that those who voted 
for the Government represent onh- 40 
per cont. of the vot.es in the forefront. 

" It is the first time since the Reform 
Act that a pronounced minority has suc­
ceeded in securing control of Parliament 
and of the government of this countrv. 

" Therefore, if the Government is ~ise 
it will bear this fact in mind and not 
commit itself to policies which challenge 
the 9,000,000 who represent tile minority." 

What has happened since then? How many 
Ministers of the British Parliament who went 
before the people were re-elected? They 
have been defeated. Not only have the 
Government been discredited at the polls, 
but they have been discredited since then. 
No.t. a single Minister appointed by the 
Bnttsh Crown could hold his seat at the 
by-elections, yet that Government contro!R 
the destinies of the Empire. They are the 
Govemment which the Prime Minister cf 

Australia pointed out at his meeting in the 
Exhibition Hall took millions of pounds from 
Aust·ralia in the way of preferential treat­
ment and they have only given us back about 
£98 in one year. I never saw any of the 
Press opposed to Labour report that state­
ment. There, again, I see the words of " 'l'he 
Brass Check." Why was that statement by 
the l'rime Minister not reported in the 
Queensland Press next morning? I tooi< 
particular notice of it and searched the 
l'ress the next morning, but there was no 
mention of it. Why? I do not know whether 
he suppressed it or not, yet that Government 
which has taken our millions in preference 
and given us back a paltry pittance is a 
minority Government and cannot get any one 
or their Ministers re-elected at a by-election. 

The Opposition were talking about making 
the railways pay. When I was in tho North 
at election time. I read the policy speech of 
the leader of the United pwrty, who is now 
leader of the Opposition, wherein he found 
it necessary to put forward one of his bright 
ideas of making the railways pay. Do you 
know what it was? That the goods sheds 
were closed on the 17th :March, and there­
fore the railways did not pay ! I was sur­
prised to find that statement in the policy 
speech of the leader of the UnitPd party. 
la the speech that he delivered to-night he 
madG a lot of criticism which I do not think 
was fair. In that connection a good deal of 
loose criticism is levelled at the railways, 
and yet, when the people who make it are 
brought to book, they qualify their state­
ments. I ha,ve here a statement made bv 
Mr. Hertzberg, who was president of the 
Hrishane Chamber of C'ommerce last year 
Tlte Commissioner for Railways, Mr 
Davidson, considered it of sufficient impor­
tn.nce to reply to. \Ve cannot get it in the 
Press controlled by those conce·rned I have 
mentioned, so we will got it into 
"Hansard"-

" The rail way service must still be 
heavily overmanned, otherwise how comes 
it that with an increased revenue and 
greatly reduced service-which latte•· 
should mean saving of working expenses, 
the earmngs per mnployee are so much 
less than they used to be." 

I think the leader of the Opposition made 
practically the same statement. Here is thP 
Commissione·r's reply-

" 'I'he position is quite the reverse. In 
the year 1914-15 the railways paid over 
4 per cent., which was the best rE'~ult 
achieved in any one of the past ten 
years, and before the effects of the war 
had been felt. The revenue per employee 
last year (1921) was 27.7 per cent. higher 
than in 1914-15. and ratoR and fares were 
only increased to the extent of 19 and 17 
per c0nt. ·respecth·ely. Notwithstandin~S 
also tho introduction of eight-hour da.y 
for station and running staff, and tradee­
mcn a.nd fettlers' hours have been 
reduced 8~ per cent. Number of 
employees per mile of opened line was 
13.3 per cent. less than in 1914-15. Revenue 
per employee showed increase of 41.5 per 
cent., and number of employees per mile 
of line a decrease of 20.8 per cent. M·r. 
Hertzberg's statement has evidently 
been made without investigation. Pa;<sen­
ger tra,in miles had been increased 9.3 
per cent. since 1914-15 whereas goods 
tonnage had decreased 16.52 per cent. A 
reduction of 30.5 per cent. ha.d been 
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effected in goods train mileage by im­
proving wagon and train loads. 'i'his 
was equal to a saving of 1,249,065 train 
rnjles and which at average ['{)3t of work­
ing meant saving effected of £623.2~1. 
For the half-yea-r ended 31st Dw.-:mlwr, 
1922, the revenue was £2,768,263, an 
increase of £149,527, and the expenditum 
£2,400,331, a decrease of £40,346. The 
net revenue thus improved to the exc mt 
of £189,873 for the half-year." 

That is t.he trouble. The whole of the stllte­
menis made in connection with the railways 
are picked up by thn people controlling the 
anti-Labour forces. A lot of loose statm~ents 
are made at dinners or functions when pos­
sibly champagne is flowing but the damage 
is done. It is serious at th~ present juncture 
because these statements go throughout the 
worl~ and might do us a lot of injury. Mr. 
Davidson further said-

" The concession in railway freight to 
keep Mount Morgan going mecmt £34,000 
to 31st December. 1922." 

T,hat meant thousands of people being kept 
ofi the books of the Labour bureau-

" Conc0ssion of 20 per cent. freight on 
starving stock, etc., March to November, 
1922-£81,000. 

" Servicl""'} were maintained to fostPr 
the dairying industry and convey cream 
to fact<:>ries and which meant loss to 
department. 

" Additional amount paid financial year 
HJ21-22 in consequence of wages a.wards 
amounted to: Permanent staff, £189,695, 
construction ,,taff, £5,583." 

Why -do not the Opposition give the Commis­
sioner for Railways and his staff credit for 
doing those things? Why are they not fair? 
Why should they only criticise? All these 
have to be met, and yet nothing is said 
about them. The hon. member for Dalby 
made some comparisons t.hat he took from the 
Commonwealth "Official Year Book," No. 
15. He was not fair He picked out a few 
cases here and there, but he never picked out 
any instance that reflected credit on our rail­
ways. I will quote from the Commonwealth 
"Official Year Book," No. 15, page 560, with 
regard to the working expenses per average 
mile worked dLuing the year ended 30th June, 
1921-

New South \Vales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Queensland 
Average for all 

£ 
2,18R 
1,849 
1,138 

881 
States, £1,371. 

Working expenses per train mile run-
d. 

New South Wales 116.17 
Victoria 118.21 
Queensland 112.86 
South Australia 111.56 
Average for all States, 115.10d. 

These figuree show that our working expenses 
are the best of any railways in the Common­
·wealth. The Opposition do not say any­
thing about that. Then take the rateo-

The rates for agricultural produce in truck 
loads in State railways in 1921, as given on 
page 576, are-

CHARGE PER ToN IN TRUCK LoADs FOR A HAuL oF-

50 1\Iiles. 

\

Iwo Miles. I[ 200 l\Iiles.[300 :lfiles.\400 Miles. : 500 Miles. 

-:-:u-8~-h-a-~-:-s-tr_a_li_a---------1---:--d~--- :: ~: I :: ': I :: ': ,{ '; I ,; 'i -

;ee:ts::::~:les ~ : ~-~ 1

: I ~: : \ ~: 0 

:; ~ I :: ~ 
Victoria 7 0 10 10 14 4 16 6 18 8 20 8 

10 2 112 0 13 0 14 6 15 6 Queensland 5 8 

AVERAGE ALL STATES-(Compare Queensland with these). 
I 1 1 I 11 6 i 15 1 I 11 9 i 21 3 I 23 9 

The ordinary pa"senger mtos on Sc.ate Uailways, June, 1921, a~ given on page 575, are: For a 
journey of- __ ._ 

------~·------- ··--
I I 

50 1\Iiles. 100 :IIiles. I 200 1\Iile.,. I 300 ~files. 400 Miles. 500 :M:iles. 
---·-----

1st I 2nd 1st '"' '"' I ,,,, I ,,, ,,, I M ' '"' 1st I 2nd 
Class. Class. Class. Class .. Class. Class. ! Class. I Class. Class. Clasq, Class. I Class. 

-[----------~---

s. d. 7· a2 · ~2 do {4 d71 tdi ~7 asj ts a:. ! ;9 d9 
s. d. 8. d. S. d. P, d. 

outh Wales 110 86 10 50 9 101 6 57 10 

nia .. .. 10 6 6 9 20 9 13 9 1 41 0 27 6 i 61 3 · 41 0 .. .. .. .. 
NewS 

Tasma 

Australia .. 9 9 () 7 19 9 13 3 39 3 26 0: 5~ 6 29 3 78 0 52 0 83 6 55 9 

ia .. .. 9 9 6 6 18 11 12 7 37 9 25 2152 
9135 

2 64 0 42 8 75 3 50 1 

sland .. 9 4 6 3 17 0 11 0 32 0 20 6146 0 28 9 59 0 36 0 71 0 43 0 

South 

Victor 

[Mr. Pease. 
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Then, in regard to parcel rates, for a parcel 
weighing from 84 to 112 ib. (distance ,)f 500 
miles), the coinparisons are-

New South \Vales 
Victoria 
Queemland 

s. <l. 
18 8 
16 11 
16 3 

I am now quoting from the Victorian par­
liamentary debates, "Hansard," No. 9, of 
2nd September, 1922. Q11estions were asked 
in the Victonan Parliament by those in­
terested as to what was the percentage 
increase of raih,-ay fat·cs in the metropolitan 
area since 18th July, 1918. The answer was-

" Stations in tram competitive area.­
Over-all increa e, average of 12.875 per 
cent. 

" Stations in non-competitive areas.­
Increase of 35.7 per cent. 

r.• Pf~r cont. increase in railway fares, 
country ·districts, since 1st July, 1918 
(sirnilar to non-con1petitivo tran1 areas), 
\Vas 35.7. 

" Issue of return tickets to and from 
countrv districts was abolished on 17th 
May, i920. 

"Adjustment of the basis of holiday 
fares \%as made, and the cumulative 
irwrcaso ·was 41 per CC'nt." 

These people talk about Victoria being the 
great State of the Commonw<>alth. Everyone 
knows, of course, that Victoria is settled so 
far as railways aro concerned, and that thej· 
have not the problems that Queensland has 
to contend with, yet the increase on holiday 
fareq amounted to 41 per cent. 

"The percentage increase in railway 
freights on agriCultural pro-duce since 1st 
July, 1918, was 18 per cent." 

Now, the Queensland railways are not the 
only railways ir,_ the world that do not pay. 
I have here a copy of a Reuter's cable from 
0ttawa, Canada--

" Figures presented show that the 
Cana-dian Government railways last year 
lost £12,000,000-a slightly better show­
ing than the previous year, though the 
appalling deficit is still one of the chief 
national problems, and promises no 
solution for several years." 

Mr. KERR: V\hat do you think of the 
Italian railways? 

Mr. PEASE: Then we have a quote from 
the Svdnoy "Bulletin"-

" After repeated cutting down of ser­
vice, the New Zealand Railway Depart­
ment admits that it is losing £3,000 a 
day. Everyone is complainino- of over­
crowded trains, of delay in d';',spatch of 
goods, and so forth, and the department 
is having a trying timP." 

Sometimes a l<>tter of appreciation is sent 
to the Railway Department. I have one here 
to the Commissioner for Railways from the 
frui'tgrowers of Stanthorpe. It appears in 
hl!e "Agricultural Journal" of June, 1923. 
I am glad the hon. member for Carnarmn is 
here-

" Stanthorpe District Council of Fruit­
gro\vers write to Commissioner expressing 
satisfaction with the manner in which the 
fruit trmn from the Granite Belt was 
run during the past season. 

" The department carried out all details· 
of the special fruit train in a way highly 
satisfactory to the growers, and the train 

1923-2 p 

invariablY arrived at Roma street well 
up to tin{e, which enabled those in cbarge 
of the tramport scheme at the Brisbane 
end to hav0 the fruit unloaded in good 
time for the opening of the markets." 

To show the1t the secretarv of the Fruit­
gro\Yers' Association was rair, he explains 
whv it was nccossarv to send this letter. No 
dm;bt, he had been "reading " Hansard." lie 
said-

" In vic~<v o£ tho criticisn1 which was 
sometimes directed at the Railway 
Department, liw council considers it only 
fair to say that it was very well pleased 
with the efforts of the RaiJv, a:y- Depart­
ment on behalf of the fruitgrowers 
during the past season.'' 

GOYERN~JEXT l'vlEl\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. PEASE: :\1r. Mchan. the manager of 
the Stanthorpe Tomato Pool, wrote-

" To the Con:missioner of Railways. 
"Now that the operations of the Stan­

thm·pe Tomato Pool have cease-d, I am 
instructed l." the boa1'd to thank you for 
the assistance given them throughout the 
season. Train staffs, gatekeepers, and 
station employees have carried out their 
duties to the mutual· advantage of your 
department, my board, and the growers. 
It is with ploaoure I forward the board's 
instructions.'' 

GoVERNMENT )lE~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PEASE : ll is with very great pleasure 
that I place both of these letters in '• Han­
sanl." l am also goiug to quote fro1n the 
"Farn1er.s' Bu11ctin'' regarding tho situation 
in America \Yhcrc the raihvaYs are con­
trolled by p{,ivate enterprise. Li~ten to this-

" The Government s00ms to be helpless, 
haviug tnrncd back the roads to their 
owners under a gnarantee of rates suffi­
ciently hi£rh to produce 6 per cent. on 
their capitalisation. Unfortunately, the 
rates have to be uniforrr,, ;o that a bare 
return for a \Vcak road n1eans a.n extra­
yagant bonanza for a strong road. There 
1.-vas a condition attached that the excess 
earnings of the big roads should be 
applied to deficits on the small roads, 
but there has been no pretence of carry· 
ing out this provision. The roads do 
their own book-ker-ping. aud figure out 
that all their big earnings :ne absorbed 
by high wages, but do not produce 
figures to snbstantiQte their statement. 
The whole situation is mucldled beyond 
anything we ever dreamed of." 

That is by the smart Yankee-the great 
busine"s man "·ho is controlling the railways 
b;v private eEterprise. The article goes on 
to say-

" Coal of the poor,cst quality _is being 
sold at extortionate prices, and 111 many 
parts of the countr/ it scarcely can be 
had at anj price. There is plent:; of 
coal at the mines, b11t the railways have 
neither ,ufficient motive power nor suffi­
cient rolling-stock for its transportation. 
In many of the soft coal districts the 
Inines arc ·working only two days a vveek, 
in spite o£ the ravenous demand of the 
public for fuel." 

I can just imagine the hon. member for 
Bo,ven shakin?' up our Comtni-,sioner for 
Railways if h0 had not sufficient trucks to 
supply the necessary coal for transportation. 

Mr. SIZER: Shifted into the s<'a, or what? 

Mr. Pease.] 
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Mr. PEASE: 
"The operator'3 s:::tv there is no use 

Lringin~ the coal t0 ~the surface unless 
car~ n re i!Il'ro to 1·rc:~i ve j t. A si1nilar 
breakd01rn in service causes perishable 
procluct; like fruits and \Cgfltables to 
rot on thP ground in n1any Statcfl.J at a 
loss estimated at £20,000,000. The move­
rncnt of grain to the seaboard \Vas 
rctardccl last ~urnrrer \vhen thoro \Vas a 
t:onsiderable rnarket in EurollO. rrhc 
Farnwrs' ="iational (;ouncil d the United 
States says tlJUj, the ending of graft by 
vrivatc C\Ynership_. and the economies 
possible oni.; through unified Govcrnrnent 
operation of the railroads, would save 
farmers at least £130,000.000 a year in 
freight and passenger rtttl·,,-without any 
reduction in wage~ paid railroad om­
ployoPs. Fo1·mer Dn·ecto:·-(;enoral of 
Uailroads IllcAdoo has shown that private 
operation of the raiiroads is costing 32 
per cent. rnore than it cost under Federal 
adn1inistration during the ~.var." 

That shows you wh<tt private enterprise is 
doing. It ohows a loss to the farmers of 
America of £20.000,000. and it shows their 
grain was retarded when they had a good 
servi<'c. 

There you have a fall' sample of private 
enterprise business as comparcJ with that 
controll<'d by the Government. Everybody 
knows that it ;, necessary that transportation 
Yhould be controlled bv the Government. If 
th€' Government ceased to control tho rail· 
ways, th<• position in Queensland would be 
exactly what it is in America. Everyone 
realises that the big tPPl trust; in America 
get their claws into great enterprises by 
first buying up the railways. Thev arc then 
able to smash up everybody who g:ts .n 
their way. Possibly, if the members of the 
Opposition hacl their way, they would hand 
over the railways of Queensland to private 
enterprise and lot those people flog the 
farmers as they did in America. 

Mr. KERR: Tell us what arc the rates of 
ta"X._ation in .. An1crica. 

:i:IIr. PEASE: I am going to talk to you 
a bout State outerpriscs. The leader of the 
Opposition was unfair; he practically con. 
demnod all State enterprises. Tho hon. 
member for Dalby, the late leader of tho 
Country party, also said the same. Why do 
they not say which State enterprises they 
attack? The' cannot altack them all, 
surely? I am going to point out a few State 
enterprises which they cannot attack. I 
have here a pamphlet printed by the United 
party. First, the U ni t.ed p<uty plcdgecl 
themselves to the 1Jnion Jack: th<'Y did not 
say anything about the Commonwealth 
flag-

"Leaflet :c\o. 20. 
" \VORK OR UNEMPLOY~IE)!T? 

"Queensland needs an influx of money. 
There is no othc•r method of restoring 
prosperitv. The Nationalists. if returned 
to pov\'cr, ,,,ill encourage private enter­
prise. Surdy it is better to let a private 
individual spend his money in this State, 
and take the risk himself. rather than 
borro\Y hu2"c sums for lo-..ing State enter­
prises. am! force the people to pay 
exorbitant interest on the loans. 

"The Labour party SiLYs quite frankly 
that it does not want private investors' 
money, but dcsire1 to ' socialise' every­
thing-. The Labour party warns off the 
'capitalist'-tbe man with money. The 
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Nationalists want him to come here and 
spend his money in providing constant 
employment. 

" \Y HICI! J S THE BETTER 1 

" Constant employment at good wages, 
or unen1l)loynH'llt and Socialistic dremns '( 

•· THE CHOICE IS YOURS. 

" You ha v.e had over Sl'\'Cn years of 
Labour ruk, ant! have seen where it ha& 
already 1Nl the country. Can you point 
to any ono ·,· ho has not been out of work 
himself during the last few years, or who. 
does not know any neighboLlrs or friends 
who have been unemployed? 

" Change the Ciovernment and give· 
Queensland a chance. 
"VOTE FOR THE LJxiTED PARTY CANDIDATE."' 

0PPOSlTWN l\i E}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
. Mr. PEASE : Tbe article ends up by sa.y­
mg that they favour the o<ta blishment of 
nevr enterpris'es, including cotton and woollen 
mills. How? Are they going to do it by 
pnYato enL•rprise '? 

Mr. KERR: That is not under the State 
Enterprises Act. 
. liir. PE2J.SE: Look at what is happening 
m the Comrnom> oalth, while the United 
part:; in {{ucensland are puUing out these 
new pledge·;. The good sense of the public 
would not allow tbem to be guiled by them. 
Just look at the absurdib of it! The Anti­
Ln bour part:,T here arc advocating the estab­
lishment of State woollen mills, while thG 
Comrnon\vC:alth Governrnent arc advocating 
the scrapping of the mills. (Opposition dis­
sent.) 

The CHA 1R11A2'\ : Order ! 
::VIr. SrzER: Xot State enterprise. 
::Vlr. PEASE: I am afraicl that that car­

toon, showing the United party without a 
head an cl "ith two tails, was certainly 
correct. Lot us take the Commonwealth 

Bank; which was initiatecl and 
[8.30 )l.m.] made puseible by a Labour Go· 

vernment. The bank commenced 
with a temporary loan of£5,000 from the Lon.· 
n·onweulth Treasury, and the last balance­
sheet showed accumulated profits totalling 
£4.198.965. Is ihcrP anything wrong with 
that State enterprise? Sir Denison Miller­
and I certainly voice the sympathy of this 
party in the los:J of a great man such as Sir 
Dcnison ::Vfiller was--pointed out. as reported. 
in the Commonwealth "Ilaneard," J'\o. 15, 
pa gc 1792, tha i-

" In 1aising the various 1var loans, etc., 
if the pre-war methods of underwriting 
and eosts o; flotation as paid in London 
had been adoptee!. it proved that the 
Commonwer.lth Hank had sava.d to th<: 
Commonwealth £5,586.941." 

That saving was only made possiblo by a 
State enterprise cotartPd by a Labour GoYern­
ment, yet hon. members opposite condemn 
all State enterprises. Xo" we come to the 
Commonwealt.h stoamers. lilr. :Mackav. a 
member of the Home of RPprhentatives. 
who spoke during the 11-,cdcral cl0ctions at 
Sandgate on 29th November last year, 
stat<?d-

" Primar:v production "\VaR of littlf~ use­
>vithout export, and at a critical time, 
\vhcn it was impossible to get their pro­
duds Bway, Mr. IIughes. bv a stroke of 
g-cnins. purchased ftft0cn ships in the­
old countrv for the Commonwealth Go­
yernment.'' 

That is what Mr. Mackay said at Sandgate. 
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~ :":avc llOt l'f',Hl of :2\lt·. Mackay getting up 
in the Fedpra] House' and opposing the sale 
of the ComnHJlHYcalth steamers, which thcv 
arc no\Y gDing- to scrap; but he comes tO 
Qn<'ensland "nd points out to the people 
what a great. thing these stca.nu:rs were to 
the pri1nary produccrs--

:\fr. SrzER: At the time. 

J\Ir. PEASE: At the time. It was only 
nrcc~sar~v to gull the llCoplc at th(' time. 
The titnc i::: nrn, ovC'r, and therefore the~\ aro 
going to sell these steamers. " 

Xow let us turn to State enterpnse·· in 
Quccnslard. 

The State InsurancP Officr' commenced with 
a temporary loan fl·orn the Trea~ur:v r1f 
£3,570. which was repaid f1rst year. The 
total prof1ts •-ince inception to the end of the 
fir.adcial vear 1922 .amounted to £298.446. 
In aclditi<;n to that, the lwncfrts have been 
doubled and the rates reduced, and house­
hold policies lmve been rene,ved free from 
1918 to 1923. 

Then 'vc come to the Public Curator. The 
Public Curator commenced in 1916 without 
nn_v cost to the Gon-rnment. The profit' to 
3bt December. 1922, have amounted to 
£25.2/o. In addition to that. the peo11le of 
QnePn"land nrP obtaining 1nany legal b('TIE'­
fits at nominal cost, and poor pri,;oncrs are 
defended free of co-t. 

Th _ next enterprise is the State butcher 
shops. The accumulated profits to 30th 
June, 1922, in connection with the State 
butcher shops we1·e £140,426. The esti­
mated saving to the people of Quocnshwd 
was over £3.000.000 between 1916 and 1922. 
\Yhat is the sitnntion in New South \ValPs 
and in Victoria to-clay? The pric0 of nwat 
in ::.'\c\Y South \Vales and in \Tictoria rangc,e 
from h. 2d. to 2s. per lb. AccorclinJI to the 
Federal "Hansard," No. 15, page 1710, J\Ir. 
J owett said-

" The member for Bass had lately 
yisited Brisbane, and found there was 
enormous difference between the reta1l 
prices of beef there as compared with the 
other States. 

"Mr. Gabb interjected: 'There .are 
State butcher shops in Queensland." 

J\Ir. RodgPl·s. the Minister, was asked the 
prices of meat in the different States, and his 
reply wa., '"' follo»·, :--

" A YERAGE Rr'rArL PRICES OF BEEF­
CAPITAL CITJES. 

Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane. 
rl. d. d. 

April, 1922... 6~ 7~ 5i 
:'\lay 7 n 5~ 
June 7 n 4~ 
July 7 n 4~" 

Will anybody say that the State butcher sho!>S 
should be shut down? I understand that 1.lw 
hon. member for \Vynnum on one occasion 
introduced a deputation to the Minister which 
asked for a State butcher shop at iV:mnum. 

Several n1cmbl-'rs ronversing in loud tones, 

The CIIAIRMA='I: Order! I appeal '0 

hon. me-mbers to obeY my call. Some con­
sideration should be extendC'd to the " I-Ian 
sard " staff and to the Press. The hon. 
member is speaking against a continual hum 
of conversation, and I hope hon. membe1·s 
will cease to convcr--e in loud tones. 

Mr. PEASE: Take the railway refresh­
ment rooms. The accumulated profit to 30th 
June, 1922, 'vas £52,361. Thos-e profits have 

been secured without increasing pricC's to the 
public at any period during the war or because 
of increased \Yagcs, etc. Anyone who uses the 
State raihvay refreshment roon1s rnu8t adnnt 
that the service is better than they get outside. 

.J\'ow we come to the State hotel. The accu­
mulated profit to 30th June, 1922, in connectio"­
with the StaL hotel was £6,830. The State 
hotel maintains a standard which is not 
equalled by any hotel in Australia. Mr. 
llughes, the late Prime Minister, wh<'n U[} 

in Cairns speaking at a public n1eeting. rnade 
it his business to pay a tribnte to the Queens­
land Stat hotel. When the Prime Jl.linistPr 
of Australia considered it worth while at a 
public 1nceting to pay a tribute to a State 
Pnterprise, then I am quit-e satisfied hon: 
members opposite will realise that we have 
in our Sta t-2 hotel something of which we 
ought to be proud. 

Let us take the State cannery. The State 
canncr,y was opened before it \vas ready, and 
worked at a loss solely to pack the produce 
of soldier farmers. The State cannery is the 
on!:-- outlet for soldier spttlement products. 
In 1921-1922, sales of preserve-d pineapple" 
totalled £18,166; jams, £57,177; tomato· 
sauce, £2,508; total. £77,851. Then ihe State 
canner\ and th~· State Pntcrprises rnanag•-r 
and the :Minister inaugurated a scheme for 
th<J direct sale of pineapples, by which means 
thev found a market for thousands of ea se<. 
The State enterprises manager, by hi" contrvl 
of the State Pnterprises of Queensland, was 
enabled to enlist the seniccs of ratlway 
rcfreshm:•nt rooms and other State concerns 
in the rnarkcting- of Yarious farrr1 pr-c.ducc. 

Then take the State ProdLJCC Agencv. The 
Staie Produce Agency in 1921-1922 handled 
13,907 sales of consignments for farmers, es 
against 6575 in 1918-1919. That proves, us 
the' _Minister pointed out, its increased value 
to the farmer. 

Now we come to State sawmills. The aceL<­
mnlated profit; in connection with State saw­
mills as at 30th June, 1922, totallc•d £14,625 
[ know SODH'thing- about that. There is :1 
State sawmill on :Vlaria Creek near the soldier 
~2ttlement at El _\rish, one of the most 
successful soldier settlement' in Queensland. 
The settlers there were enabled to get th<eir 
timber from the Stato sawmill at about one­
third of the price they would have had lO 

pay to private enterprise. Tho State sawmill 
took their logs and immediately gave them 
seasoned timber from stock, and only mad' a 
nomina~ charge for cutting· the logs. 

Xow take the State coalmines. vYill anvono 
say the State coalmines should be closed 'up·: 

Mr. SrzEil: \Vhat about Warra? 

Mr. PEASE: \Varra was not opened by a 
Labour Governnwnt. The Stetc' coalmin,cs 
have n1cant an immense saving to the Railway 
DPpartment in the supply of coal, <'specially 
to the Xorthcrn railways, which are now sup­
plied from the Bowen coalfield. The :\iinish•r 
points out that this means a saying- of from 
£1 to £1 10s. per ton of coal. This also 
applies to Governmont steamers. 

~ow we come to the State stations. The 
State stations, as the Minister points out, 
have a total ar:'a of 30,000 square miles, and 
the total purchase price was £1,184.461. At 
the 30th Jun<', 1922, taking cc~ttle at £3 13s. 8d. 
per head and horses at £7 per head. the valu" 
of stock on hand "as £816,627, ]paying a 
debit balance of £367.834. An increase in 
value of 30s. per head of the cattle woLdd 
wipe out the deficit on State stations and 

Mr. PeasP.1 
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turn the deficit into a surplus. The positio:r 
to-day is that, instead of cattle being wort•l 
o£3 13s. Sd. per head, a scheme is being brought 
forward bv those interested in th' meat indu ,. 
try by wh1ch they hope to stabilise prices and 
increase the value of cattle to £7 10s. per 
head. If cattle were worth £7 10s. to-day, 
wher.> >\'ould the howl about State stations 
be? 

Now we come to the Go.-ernment Printino:o; 
Office. The Audit{)r-General's report shows 
that in connection" ith the Go.-ornment Print­
in~ Offic,, for th<· Year 1921-1922 th.rc was a 
net profit of £21,808 after writing off £4 000 
for dep·cciation. · ' 

The Victorian Farme;·.' l:nion, at a meetin~ 
in Ml!lbourn? on. 30th July last, appointed ~ 
cornmrth~e of thc1r 0\1!:'11 HlPn1bers for the pnl'­
pose of n1ad;;:{~ting their cornrnollities to brtter 
advant~gc, in vit.'\\- of the t3XCCs...,ivt~ nricr~'3 
paid by consumers and the low prices re<;oiYed 
by the prorluccrs. They are tired of the waY 
in \Yhjch the Govcrnn1ent in Victoria are 
handling ·the'o matters. They have found 
that it is utterly impossible for th,,m to g-et 
any consicleratio!l frorr1 the State GoYe~·n~ 
mcnt, and they have had to take matters into 
their own hands. Thr' Opposition ,honld take 
noto of the facts whioL I have givet with 
regard to State enterprises, and not raise 
such a howl vd1on they are criticising those 
ncti.-itieo. They should realise thC!.t we are 
face·d "·ith rho pending renewal of our loans, 
mrd that it is not well to depreciate our State 
enterprises. I challenge members of the 
Opposition to refute the statements I ha'. e 
n1ade. 

The hon. member for Oxlcy has made 
frequent reference to the necessity of appoint­
ing business committee& to run tho rtffairs of 
(lueensland. One body ,,-hi(b he favmued 
.,,·as the Geddes Commi'ttee. which ,,·as 
appointed in England to go imo certain 
matters. One of the proposals madre by that 
committee was to roduco the education vote 
bv £18,000,000. They practically said, " Do 
not educa.te peo!Jle:" because tht~~' realised 
that, if the peopJu are cducatPd, thev them-
sPlves wil be swept from power. " 

GovER;>.;~IENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

l'l1r. PEASE : I remember some hon. mem­
bers pointing out that the department which 
Sir Eric Gcddf's controlled was inqnired into, 
and found to be the worst managed depart­
r.CJent in the service. I have hero a quotation 
from a speech made by Mr. Asquith in th<l 
House of Commons on 13th February, 1922-

" As regards the Geddes Committee, 
I retain the opinion which I haYe pre­
viously cxpresser.l in this House, that its 
appointment \vas unsound in principle 
and 'lbsolutely unjustif1ed by past. experi­
ence. It a1nountod to i1 delegation to an 
outside and j,oresponsible authoritv of 
the functions which ought w be" dis­
c.harg-<'d by the Treasury, mbjoJct alway, 
to the ultimate control and supenisio!l 
of the House of Commons." 

Like the hon. membce for l3owen, I say that 
W'i arc sent here by the people of Queensland 
to attend to thei,· business. and no one on 
this side is going to admit that we aro not 
Lapable of doing it; yet m~mbers of the 
Opposition kE't'p on saying that \YO Bhonld 
appoint a busiuess commission to control Dur 
affairs. I realise that the Oppositirm want 
a business commission to get thorn out of 
their difficulties. The anti-Labour Federal 
Government are rapidly handing over their 
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functions. Senator G-ardiner, ~peaking in the 
Fedeeal Senate on 8th August, said-

" The Federal Gavmnmcnt is ntpidly 
transferring its powers to boards. SU]WI'­

visors, commissions, etc .. and if continued 
Parliament will soon be of no use." 

He points out that on tho Commonwe<tlth 
Treasurv Finance Committee there are three 
member~ who are all paid offici,1ls af big 
rmblic companies interested in handling l;o. 
YHnment loans. 'l'hesll people are pard 
immense salaries bv the anti-Lab,.~ur Corn~ 
n:onwcQlth Governrrwnt to do the business 
w.hich the people of Australia elect the mem­
bers of cho Federal Parliament to do; and, 
if the present Federal Govcrnme!lt are not 
capable of doing it, the sooner they get out 
and allow a Labour Government who are 
CL pablc of doing it the better it will be. 

I wish to refer to the American laan, and 
to sbow '"hat a Labour Goyern1nent Ca;I 

accomplish. I contend that there is nothing 
in the financial history of the world whicil 
is. a better exa,rnplo of busine~s n1anagenw;:;.t 
than the American loan. The hon. rnemb''" 
for Dalby, speaking in 1921 on the matter of 
loans, said-

" Then we are going to lose abotlt 4s. 
in the £1 in oxehange on interest puy­
nlents.'' 

The hon. member far \Vvnnum on the same 
occasion said~ 

" When the loan is paid off it is going 
to cost Queensbnd £250 for every £100 
received. 

"The Premier: That is absolutely 
ridiculous. 

"Hon. \V. H. BARNES: l3ut, after alL 
there has been broken a connecting link 
between ourselves and the old land." 

The Hon. M,-. Hawthorn, ·peaking in thG 
Legislative Council, qnoted the "Telegraph" 
headings, viz. :-

" £250 FOR E\'ERY £100. 
" QL'EEKSLAKD'S COSTLY LOAl'i. 

'· £7 7s. 4d. per cent. 
''\Ye stand to lose a very great deal 

aud the whole thing is a gamble. 
" The loan is not as favourable as t>Je 

Government try to make {)ut." 

Hon, W H. Barnes, on page 1322, said­
" It was purely a gamble·." 

The Treasurer on page 1327 said-
." 'I'he Government had checkmatecl tc<e 

financial grour: in London and b-::~atcn 
them at their own game. The Gonn-•'1-
ment had blazed the track for the otnor 
States." 

The hon. member for Bm·nett, on page 1329, 
said~ 

"\Vas there somflthing in the sugg~~·~ 
tion that the hated trusts and combine;; 
in America ••:ished to got hold of Que~ns­
land. :1\Iost people in Australia know 
that America to-day hold the purse and 
war.ted to get control of the l'acitic. 
Queensland was the only State in the 
Commonwealth which had borrowed else­
whPre than in Grr;Lt Britain. Thev hac! 
to look at this matter from the ~tand­
point of their protection a~ a scpann 
nation in the Pacific. Th<'Y did nDt w"nt 
America or any foreign power to get 
hold of them." 
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Hon. W. H. Darnes, on page 1333, said-
" It was said the loan w<mld cost £250 

for every £100 borrowed. The Treasurer 
laughed at this statement. It was 
apparent that the Treasurer was trying 
to make the best he could of what mi~hl 
be a bad job." c. 

The hon. member for Aubigny said-
" They Yoted against the Loan Bill 

because they thought the loan was 
obtained on bad tc!'ms. They had had a 
great deal of trouble with American 
mtcrferenco before. Ho did not then!{ 
the American loan was satisfactory 
because they did not want to be undo{. 
an obligation to America." 

The hon. member for Oxloy said-
. " ~here_ wa~ a large sentirncntal objf'C~­

twn In. h1s mmd to breaking away (rom 
the l3nhsh Empne and going to an ~l!e•1 
co~~t;ry to ~orro\v money~. 

lhe tanff on wool, hides, wheat. 3.lld 

tallow was so prohibitive that the doOJ"s 
of Arnerica were pracLiLallv shut ao-}inst 
their primary products." • b 

What has happened since? Australian 
exports to the Cnited States, according to 
Mr. J: IV. San!/cr, the l:Jnited States Trad,, 
Comn;lls:::-Ioner, snow a very great increase for 
the eight months of the current year to 28th 
February. For that period the American 
purchase' ran to 30,000,000 dollars, against 
8~600.000 dolhrs for the corresponding period 
o, the precedmg year. Fot• Februarv 1923 
the United States bought a gross t~tal Jl 
~/~~0.000, dollars' worth. 1'he London 

lHnes of 9th June, 1923, said-
" The Fnited States has recentlv been 

buymg abroad to a far greater "extent 
than a ynar ago. 

': Shipn1cnts from Europe, Canada, and 
Asia ha,:e bc<>n less than twelve months 
afro: while thooc from South America, 
A:;·I';~• and Atistralia have been greater 
. 'I hcsc rount_nes arc thus rceoiying an 
Imr:etus to then· own purchasing powot 
which will enable them in turn to bc>y 
n1ore from Europe." 

The hon. member for EnoO'gera on pag'' 
1338, said- b • 

. " The Government had sold the birth­
nght ;of Queensland to secure this loan in 
Amcnca." 

Th" hon. mmnber' for \Varwick, on pagoo 
1339 and 1340, said-

" The hope of thP Government was 
that the value of the dollar would wotk 
to their advantage. 

". Th~ f'hanC('S wore it would '\Vork to 
theJr dJsath-ant.age. The deal might not 
be so good as It looked. 

" ~ny other Goyernment would hav., 
obtamc•d. the money in London at a lower 
rate of mterest-'' 

What is the position 
editor of the London 
November, 1922, said, 
Australia-

to-day? The city 
'"Times,'' on 21st 
with relation to 

" \Vhy not 
America 

borrow monev from 

~·Why not have a material tie with 
this gre,~t people speaking our tongue, 
and sharmg our exposed position and the 
sam·8 dangers? 

" Americans are equally concerned with 
the problems of the Pacific, and there 

may come an occasion when they will be 
able to lend us swifter aid than eycn che 
strong· arm of Grea-t Britain." 

Then Mr. \V. L. Baillieu, who is mentioned 
as likely to be one of the Commonwealth 
Bank board of directors, as :tlso G. S,win­
burne, J. J. Garvan, with Massy Grcene as 
chairn1a.n, is reported in tho " Couriel'," 31st 
January, 1923, as follows :-

" I do not subscribfl at all to the con­
tention that it is a<rainst British interes'" 
that \VC 'hould gO to .. A.n1erica for oll;:­

loans. 
" On the contrary, as Australia is "" 

vit-11 part of the British Empire, \h' 

would, as I sec it, bo sen-ing Briti>c' 
intE'rf'sts by establishing big financial cor.­
m•ctions ,,-ith the Ameri'cans . 

"Isolated as we arc on the Pacific, it '"· 
of the utmost importrmcc to ns from a 
national standpoint that the Americans 
should be materiallY intorc,tcd in our 
safety. Fri-endship follows trade, and if 
the AnlC'ric:tns invPst their n1oncv h0r2 
it will tend to build up in the Vniter! 
States a grc:1ter knowledge of Austraii,i 
and ~lso Q'iYP us a largpr rncasuro ot 
safety in a· time of possible crisis." 

Then th0 " Courior" said-
" If the Treasurer at 1st Julv. 1924. 

ca.nnot gc't conv0r~jon in London. ;~·e rnay 
be assured that there will be a movement 
to get it elsewhere, and :1\c,,- York is at 
once su~gcsted. 

"Mr. Daillioa a{h-iscs us that Ameri­
cans are 0agcr 1·o in Yest abroad, and 
.Auf'tralian erollit stands so high with 
them that ampk funds may be had for 
the asking, both for Australian private­
enterprise ar"d for the use of the various 
GovPrnments. 

" ThP strong pre1nium quota t]on for 
the stock of the two Queen, land loal1P 
Roatod in ~cw York f'nccuragl _; tho id er" 
that 1\lr. Baillicu' s viE'w" arc correct.'' 

The " Courier" stuns up-
" If the 'United Kingdom cannct fin<i 

mont~v for the convcr~ions which ~.r"'" 
ahead, the Australian Government will 
be forced to look elsewhPrc . 

"='To Britisher could object to tha~. 
and. further, of thC' seven Governm?nts rn 
Australia that of Queensland is the O!I: 

one likely to l1e forced a way from ~ik 
London market. 

" The trade question is more in1portant 
now than a year ago, sin£.c the conversior:­
of the £1 sterling into dollars at ]\ic .v 
York is !nnch lP"S C'ostlv. In other wor::i" 
the exchange difficulty." is much reduced, 
and that will deprivP the United King­
dom of the lwnefit of the former sub­
stantial i1wisiblo tariff again-t the UniteJ 
States." 

And there you have the "Courier's" blecsing 
o'l the American loans. 

\Vhat a contrast with what happened in 
1921! Did hon. members, whose opinions I 
bave read from " I-Iansard," anticipate that 
the " Courier" and the London " Times" 
would be practically suggesting to Australia, 
" Go to Ar~-lC'rica for your money, so as to 
make the be closer"? 

I want to contrast what this Government's 
handling of th" _\merican loans means in­
comparison with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment's handling of another loan. On the-

Mr. Pease.] 
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·conversion of the first American loan the 
gain "as £523,713, and on the second 'loan, 
£191,096, or a tutal uf £714.809. That is the 
gain to the people of Queensland throu~h 
the Labour GoYcrnmeEt's handlino· of th"at 
financial mattPr, although the,· arc" supposed 
to have no financial abilitv. I want the 
people of Queensland to realise that here we 
have a Govorr;rnent in power who arc con­
demned by thil Opposition for their ba·d 
business knO\dcdgo, but who have pulled off 
the biggest finaJJcial coup that has c.-er been 
made in the historv of finance. On the other 
hand, what did 'the Commonwealth anti­
Labour Governr.1ent do? I am quoting from 
Foderal "Hansard" No. 1, page 96. The 
Cornmonwoalth GoYernrncnt, v;,rho are sup­
posed to reprec:od business men floatod a 
loan of £5,000,000 in London ~n the 7th 
February. 1921, al £95. The amount received 
was £4.750,000, 1 he cost of flotation was 
£166.303, so that the net amount received in 
London was £4.583.697, and the Government 
had to repay £5.000.000 in principal. When 
the hon. member for Oxley was epeaking 
the other mght. the Treasurer pointed out 
that not only did we save £714.H09, but v. e 
a!so did a service to the people of the United 
b:mgdom by stabilising the pound sterling. 
Let me quote what Jl.fr. Fe>nton pointed out, 
as reported in Federal " Hansard " .No 15 
page 1792- . ' 

" The Queensland Government operated 
through the Commonwealth Bank on the 
mone::. market of New York, and by 
obtammg a loan of 22,000,000 dollars had 
mfluenced the London money market. 

" Ever since the flotation of that loan 
in Xew York thC're had been a reduction 
in the in+rore··t rates between London and 
New York. Therefore the '(~ommon­
wealth Bank had, at the instance of the 
Queensland Government performed a 
valuable ,ervice, not only 'to the taxpayers 
of Australia but to the taxpayers of 
rnany other countries." 

I am sorry that I have not ti'me to -deal with 
those matters in full; but let me just sum 
up by, saymg that the difL rence in handling 
these tuans by thtc Government of Queensland 
and the Commonwealth Government has 
meant in pounds to the people of Australia 
no loss than £788.125-that is to say, through 
the business abilitv of the members of our 
Cabinet, who are, 'as hon. members opposite 
say, professwnal politicians-of course, they 
are ; they make politics their business; they 
do not give the fag-end of a dav to it they 
give of :heir best-,ve have On rec~rd a 
result not oq Lla !led in any Parliament of the 
world in the ho.udling of finance. When the 
leader of ~h'' Oppositiou got up yesterday 
on the• motwn-'· That thP Speaker leave tlw 
ch.:tir"--he spoke of paltry matters of £30 
or £40. In the,e matters the Cabinet ha\·e 
shown. their tnsino's <tbility to the ext0nt of 
about £750.000 by g·ving to Allierica for their 
loans, ?:v seizing tht:..' proper nloinC'nt, by 
ronverhng .at tho pron0r mon1pnt. and not 
allowing the speculator into the busine'~. 
If the Opposition were in power. no doubt 
the·; would i1a.-o Lnndcd the matter over to 
their ach-isers, as the Federal Government 
did, and there would ha.-o been a " rake off." 
There is no " rake off " with this Govern­
ment. Every penny of those loans has !(One 
to the people of Queensland. Am! these aro 
the men who, in comparison with the giants 
of finance, as hon. momhPrs opposite term 
them, have no business ability! To my mind, 

[Mr. Pease. 

no other matter should have been p:aced more 
prominently before the people of Que-ensland 
bv members of the Opposition than this ; but 
they were not fair enough to do it. I noticed 
that the hon. member for \Vynnum asked a 
question as to the amount that was made 
b' conversion. but when he was told he did 
not pursue the subject any further. 

I claim that I have shown-at any rate, I 
have done my best to show-that the Govern­
ment have handled matters in a manner 
which certainly deserve' the commendation 
of the people of Queensland. I know that 
thev have certain!} earned the reward the 
people gave them by roturnin~ them to 
power, and I am quite sure that in the next 
three :• ears the people of Queensland will not 
have cause ID foe! ashamed of what they 
have done. 

GoVERN~JENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

1\fr. KERR (Enoggrra): The first thing 
that ,trikes one in reading the Financial 
Statement is its absolute barrenn<''·S of any 
proposals for the current year. Anyone 
perusing· the Financial Statements Df pre­
vious year' will find that every Treasurer 
Fet out to give •lomcthing concrete or make 
some proposals for the year ahead, but in no 
instance have this Government indicated in 
this Statement how they arc going to handle 
the finances of the State. \Ve are 1 o be kept 
in the dark, although it is only right that 
the people of Queensland should, per me·dium 
of the Financial Statement, be advised of 
what is proposed. It is also right t_hat at 
this stage we should proceed to examme the 
accounts for the previous year. We have 
heard the hon. m em her for Herbert make a 
good speech from his point of view, but I 
cannot understand how a comparison can be 
usefullv drawn between Au•-tralia and 
Ameri<:a, or England, or Spain, or Portugal. 
or Italy. or any other country in the world. 
I th1nk that, if he would make a study of the 
finances of Queensland rather than of the 
fmances of other parts of the world, he would 
come to a ·different conclusion in reopect of 
the wonderful financial ability o£ this Govern­
ment than that to which he has giyen expre'­
sion. The financial ab1litv of the Government 
has practically got the· State into a very 
had position indeed. Like the leader of the 
Opposition, I am not suggesting anything m 
the nature of insolvency of the State. but I 
do say that the people ,"vho a:·e providing the 
State with income per medmm of taxatwn 
an· gradually going out of existence. If 
that continues. taxation is going to cease, 
and perhaps the ohjC'ct which the Govern­
ment sot out to achieve-the socialisation of 
industrv-may come into being and have a 
trial. 'Kobodv will. donv that capital is on 
its trial. It has not had a fair " go" yet. 
Many wrongs have certainly to be ri~hted. 
We all acknowledge that we arc s~,elnng n, 

way out, but I am satisfied that if the Govern­
ment persist in their present mdhods of 
finance, it will not be long before the people 
from whom our taxation is coming· will 
produce no longer. 

I want to ask hon. members opposite-ihe 
l"m. member for Herbert especially-,·.-hat 
!he State is going to do about its public 
debt. On 30th .June, 1922, it amounted to 
£85.691,228, and on the 30th June last it had 
risen to £87.315,513, of which sum £73.000,000. 
was raised bv loans nndor the yarious Loan 
Acts. In 1923 on those loans we have to find 
£3,589,714 in interest. If we arc spending 
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that amount of money, we naturally look for 
·c:;ome return. If in a businPs~ you expend 

£10.000,000 and you arc paying 
[9 p.rn.J 6 per cent. for that mone;. and 

all you are getting out of t.he 
bu!'iness by "\Vay of profit is 1 per C'ent. o:l 
the capiL1l, how long is that busine8· going 
to last? The public debt to-day is 
£85.000.000 on which we are paying over 
£3,000,000 per annum in interest. and th<> 
oDly retmn we got for that money in 1922 
was £1.047.308, which is a,ctually £2.238,777 
short of the amovnt required. In 1923 we 
received £1.458,317, which is £2,131,397 short 
of the required amount. That is what we see 
from a Governmer1t with marvellous finaw·ial 
ability, according to the hon. member for 
Horbert. ·we are not getting sufficient rE'turn 
fl'om the £85.000,000 we hav•' invested to 
enable us to pav the interest on that money. 
'..V e are over £2.000,000 Yhort in that amount. 
"\\There is it going to come from? The leader 
of the Opposition said that our public debt 
represented our services in this State; that 
is correct. The Government are giving those 
services free or partly free, and charging them 
to someone else. I want to ask tho Govern­
ment. with their marvellom financial ability, 
how long is this going to last. We ha,v<' to 
admit frankh- that we have reached the limit 
uf our taxing ability. We must acknow]pdge 
that the amount received in services from the 
expenditure of loan money is comirg clo\vn, 
and we are getting free or partly free services. 
That is very nic''· I applaud the idea of 
travelling about Queensland on the raih; a~:.' 
free. If you keep on making those services 
free, then the returns from that direction will 
stop. The:;· have stopped to-day. The returm 
from taxation are less this year than last 
year, and less last ,-ear than the year before. 

The SECRETARY rOR PuBLIC "\\-ORK~: Do you 
want to increase them? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman is only 
having a joke, and I am here on a serious 
mir,.::ion. \Yhcrc arP our finances going to 
lead· us? The public debt is not giving m 
the return that we t~hou1d be receiving;. I 
would not be justified in criticising the 
finances in this way if every State in Aus­
tralia was adoptiJlg the same procedure as 
this Government. They are not. I want to 
show what each State is receiving in the \vay 
of services. In Queensland we have to impose 
taxes to make up the insufficient retnYn from 
public 'erviees. \Ve utilise £352,000 m0ro 
t!-:an a quartm· of the total revenue for that 
purpose. In New South Wales thr.:· get along 
on £1,660,000-less than " quarter of the 
-total revenno: in Victoria £1,300,000; South 
Australirt £164.000; and Western Aust1·nli'l 
£845,000-less than a quarter of thn total 
revenue for that purpose 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LAXDS: We gave 
£250,000 to th,, hospitals. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. gentlem>tn kn0ws 
that the revenue is being relieved by the 
"Golden Ca,sket." 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.\XDS: To what 
extent? 

Mr. KERR : I understand that the various 
hcspitals were asked what amount they waulcl 
require as a subsidy for the financial y:ear, 
and that the amount fixed was £205.00:1. Now 
we find tha,t an amount of £185,000 h<1S been 
placed on the Estimates for that purpose. 
Where does tbc amount come from to go to 
the hospitals? It comes from the " Golden 
Casket." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L\NDS: Victoria 
gives nothing to the hospitals. 

Mr. KERR: I do not core a contin,mt.d 
rap what Victori't dor,. I am provinc; my 
argument. The han. gentleman knows that 
tho '' Golden Casket" has relieYell t~c 
rever1ue. Thia is ,vhat wt~ have from th1s 
wonderful financing by this GovN!lmPnt 
Tluring rho time t:hcv have been in office they 
]-;aye added £31.000.000 ta thr' public dt'bt. 
n nd the return~ fron1 servicPs arc lc,.,s than 
tlwv were in 1914. If that is not giving ser­
v'icOs free, 1,hon what is giving ser'-'ices fn~c? 
r have figures to substantia,te my statement. 
Let me quote the percentage amonnt of con­
solidated revenue required to meet the 
interest on the natioual debt-

1913 
1914-15 
1921-22 
1922-23 

Per cent. 
5.58 
3,72 

18.18 
16.92 

:\iow let me give the amounts in actual 
money-

1913-14 
1914-15 
1921-22 
1922-23 

£ 
389,399 
267,852 

2.238,787 
2,131,397 

Because thH an1ount of revenue has inc1:efl ~Pd 
that is no justification for apprDJ?rmtmg 
nwre of it for the interest on the pLib]w debt. 
\Ve find that, whereas the revenno has 
doubled, the amount taken for >nt0t'e~t on 
tbe public debt has been increased ten times. 
1\'o rea"onable person can object t_o any 
increase in the public debt. The publJC debt 
in Queensland could well be do~bled, but 
it can only be doubled on conditl'ln that It 
makes a sufficient return. In 1914, w,hcn we 
were paying 4!; per cont. for our money. the 
return in i:lPrvJces was equal to 4~ per cent. 
on that nwney. The taxpayers of Quer:nsland 
v:ere then called upon to find less. rhan 
£1.000,000 to keep our . ho~pitals .. ms.ano 
r~RVlun1S 1 and other human1ta.nan 111'3t1tut1ons 
cro~jng. 1J.lhose institutiont- \VOl'O ('()lllll1CllCCd 

fong before this Governn1ent ,-.,.-e~e ever 
thought about. I wish also to deal with 'ome 
of the State enterprises-not some of those 
nndcrtakings t.hat were natwnahsed long 
before the Labour party ·were ever thought 
about. . . 

The hon. member for Herbcrt bri_ngs m 
the Public Curator's Depa.rtment, which has 
been in existence in this State for twen~y­
five nars. ·what has that got, to de; with 
Labour Admin!stration? It hos nothmg to 
do with La.bour Administration-no more 
than the \Vorkcrs' Dwellings Act and the 
Advances to SPttlers Act. The hon. rnember 
talks about the State Insurance Depar_tme':t 
as another State enterprise and glones m 
the fact that the profit dorn-ed from rt 
amounts to £290,000. Why do not the 
Government nav the injured worker for the 
frrst three davs of the period of m]ury 
instead of addir•g that £290,000 to the 
Covernment debt bv taking out deben.tures? 
bistertd of distrilll1ting their profits m the 
right quarter-to the people who "hould get 
th" benefit-he would rather see that money 
go into the State coffere for. a return <!f 
1 per cent. Thase ore the thmgs that this 
hon. member should tackle. Ho should 
tackle the finances of Queensland. and let 
England and America loo~ after th~mselves. 
Let him tackle the affairs of this great 
State, and see whore we stand. 

0PPOSITIOX MEo!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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Mr. KERR: I want also to state that our 
loan expenditure for 1921-22 was lower per 
head of population than the loan expenditure 
of anv other Stato in the Commonwealth. 
New South Wales spent £4 18s. 2d., Victoria 
£7 12s. 3d., South Australia £5 7s., West 
Australia £7 6s. 6d., Queensland £3 7s. 6d., 
and Tasmania £9 12s. 1d. I want to empha­
sise that it is an unfortunate phase of our 
administration that we, a great S'tate 
requiring our va-t depo:,its in the ground 
to be developed by means of loan money, are 
spending less loan LJOney than any other 
State. Our factory figures are also lower 
than those of am· other State. \Vc a!'C taxod 
hjghcr. the aYc.rago increase in flyc years 
being 116.68 per cont. as a whole. 

It is noteworthv that the income tax has 
increased in five· years by 190.15 per cent. 
The hon. member for Hcrbert used it as a 
good argument that !his State is progressing 
m,dor a Labour Administration. If that 
argument holds good, why is it that Queens­
land to-day is spending per head of popula­
tion a lesser an1ount of loan money-in some 
instances 50 per cont. less-than the other 
Stalt;s? For the simple reason that the 
Government huvc recklessly spent money and 
put it into non-rctur11ing investments. 

Mr. PEASE: Name one of them. 

Mr. KERR: The Railway Department is 
one instance, and I can show the hon. member 
where loan money has been put into State 
entcrprises-c Jal rnines for instance-besides 
a number of others. I will deal with the 
f-igures in connection \vith our raihvays in a 
minute. No hon. momber opposite can tell 
me that this State is getting the right thing 
done by such administration. The Labour 
Government have been in 11ower for eight 
years. ~We, as a United party, have never 
had that chance of making Queensland the 
State that it should be. \Ye have not had 
the opportunity of expending· loan money in 
the right avenues. \Vh1t would you think 
of a local authority, such as the .Metropolitan 
WatN and Sewerage Board, if they irivested 
£2,000.000 or £3,000,000 the same as they 
arc~ doing in their works, and said to the 
people, "\Ve do not want you to pay interest 
or' the loan. That does not matter; we will 
charge it to postcrit)-' ?" If they mid, "We 
will give you water at half the price," we 
as a community would be very glad for the 
time being, but it would soon react. So it 
will be with the Government. Thev have 
been giving services to the people at half 
cost, but the time i ·· pa,t when they should 
look to votes and votes oulv. There is a much 
brighter . fnt.ure for Que.ensland than any 
La hour Adm;nistra tion can give to-day 
under the present sy,ctem. There would be 
a much brighter outlook if money would 
onlv flow into this State. The number of 
factories is going do\vn, fewe.r persons are 
employed, and agricultural production is 
diminishing because of the Government's 
excessive taxation and leasehold tenure. If 
we had the proper financing of this State 
by a wise and careful Administration, 
instead of pampering individuals, we would 
have a wonderful outlook. Would the 
Government sav to the local authorities to­
day, "You car; have the £7,000,000 we have 
loaned you, and you need not charge the rate­
payers 5~ per cent. or 6 per cent. in their 
rates for it?" Yet this Government expend 
loan money and want no return for it. If 
they said to the local authorities, "Here 
are £5,000,000 or £6,000,000; give us 1 per 

[Mr. Kerr. 

cent. and wee will be satisfied," the local 
authorities would enjoy the situation. But 
the Government would not lend money to 
the local authorities on such terms. They 
get their full pound of flesh on wha_t~ver 
money they a.dvance to local authorrtros; 
lmt, when ·they come to invest £85,000,000 
in the rail ways of the State, they only 
charge 1 per cent. 

I want to say one or tvvo \Yards in regard 
to the vexed question of the finance, of the 
Railway Department. It is claimed that th<' 
GoYernment, in developing the State by rail­
ways, are assisting primary production, 
and that the Railway Department, as a ser­
vice, should _not be called upon to pay. The 
Gm .ornment say that the railways are for 
the development of the State, and particu­
larly to a5'ist primary production. If that 
is so. I want to ask the Government, who are 
contending throug·h their various speakers 
that the progress of Queensland is somrthin;; 
phenomenal why there is a drop of l.OOO,JOO 
tons in the' tonnage of the Railway Depart~ 
ment since 1914-1915-a matter of 17.9 pet' 
cent. Can this great Government of ours, who 
are doing so much for the good of Queens­
land-the only thing they arc doing is '> asting 
monev-tell me hov. they arc doing such a 
tremendous lot for the primary producer:· 
The only thing they have done so far is to 
appoint organisers; and even th0 orgarnsat1on 
scheme is incomplete. \Vhen any produc­
ing industrv appeals to the Government for 
assistance. (Jo thev use the Local Producers' 
Association, 11hich is costing £25,000 a year~ 
ThPv do not. Theo.e indnstril's have to go in 
for their own organisation and work out thci r 
own destinv. The Act making provision £o\' 
the format.ion of pools is excellent FO far '13 

it goes, but it is useless, because no assistaner2' 
by wa} of advances is given. 

There is a great deal too much talk and 
too little action with the Government. Thev 
hcwe been successful in decl'iving a lot of 
people bv putting a wrong iutcrprotation on 
their actions. It seems that, If you talk lo;'g 
enough about certain n1attcrs, you can ma1{e 
the people believe you r"all\' have or can 
aceomplish certain things. \\e have not been 
able to secure any return showing the cost of 
the Ministerial ·tours or the special trains 
in which they travel around the counh·y. We. 
as a party, have never been able to get arou~d 
this vast country. \Vhen you talk a bout the 
tropical North. the far North, and the :'\orth 
and Central West, the people there have nev-er· 
h~ard our politics, and the result is that th,:, 
Socialists get twenty seats whereas \Ve onl~v· 
g t two. The present is an opportune time 
to enlig·hten the people in that part of the 
State, and they will be enlightened between 
now and the next election. Things hav' been 
taken too calmly, with the result that th,l 
Labour party ai·c now suffering from thcil· 
very promises. They have buo:<'Gd up the 
population and the officials of the Trad-?s Hall 
with these nromisec-. and if they do not 
m a tcrialise t-here will be trou blo. · There os 
no doubt that there are factions in that party 
to-day, and that will have a result on th<:< 
financial situation. Certain things will b" 
done at the request of one section, while the 
other section will contend that they should 
be done ot,horwis,e. The finances arc going to 
suffer. If Queensland is the State that is 
progressive in regard to finances, why should 
there be a ,deficit of 1,000,000 tons in the 
railways? That has not happened in any 
other State in Australia. The Government 
have defended themselves by talking abo:.:~ 
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the high cost of material and the war and 
have applied every other adverse condition 
111 the world to themselvo,. If those condi· 
tions cxi,t for Que<>nsland, they exist for 
other States, too. While the tonnage on 
the Queensland railways has decreased by 
17.9 per cent., that of the railwaYs in ever. 
?ther State in the Commom\·ealth ha:s 
mcreased-New South \Vales to the extent of 
21.9 per ct>nt., Victoria to the extent of 38.1 
per cent., South Australia to the extent of 
36.1 per cent., and \Vest·crn Australia to the 
extent of 2 per cont. 

At 9.22 p.m., 

J\Tr. F. A. CoOPER (llrern er) one of the 
panel of Temporary Chairmen' relieved the 
Chairman in tho chair. ' 

. Mr. KERR: That is the state of ilffairs 
In r('gard to our railwav.s. I do not "\VUnt to 
dwell on this too long, but I have here some 
facts \Vh1ch I desire to have inserted in 
" Hamard." It has been said that the rail­
":a~·s have gone to the bad dnring the last 
e1ght years to the extent of £10.000,000. \Ye 
haye had a grrat deal of argument to-da0 
m regard to the frerghts charged on the 
railV\-ays, an.d I intend to give a'-- comparison 
as to what IS known as the highest daH of 
frCH(hts per ton. Thie indudes such articles 
~s boots, groceries, fur~iture, crockery,· and 
u:rug:::.. Th~~f' a re conGidcrC>d luxuries, and 
<·n_rry the 1ngh0:-'t rat0s. In a conll1'lrison of 
rmlengcs het"·een 50 rrnd 300 miles Qrwens-' 
land h"s the hrghcst charge of freight of arF 
Stntc In thC' Conlmonvn'alth. Rt>garding the' 
lo:n'~t <'lass fn'ighh, inrludlng agrirnltural 
products. nJnnurP:-, coal. cok0, timber, and 
rabbit-pn){)f fencirrp-, \VC find thnt Qneenelnnrl 
. g:ain, ovl'r a milPa~·c of 50, 100. 20(), or 300 
nnlr'1, bas a greater haulage chargP than anY 
other Stat<' in the Commonwealth. I can 
go to ?HY rail':' :ry in Australia and pick out 
a srec1ficd arhclc, and I can show that our 
frf'ight~ RH-' lo\vP:-t in cornparison 1vith other 
States on that one article; but, if ,-ou take 
nn average of thn 1vholc lot on vYhnt is lnJo\vn 
ns the lmYe't rate, vou will find that the 
Quoenslnnd rates are higher than those of 
any other Stat('. 

The facts given in the Treasurer's Finan­
cial Statement arc certifiPd bv the Govern­
ment Statistician to be correct. Reo-ardinrr 
thn ra.ilwa; s. taking into con,;idrrati'on DU~ 
~1arrow gauge. \VC ure at a grcnt advantage 
m regard to the ea pit:d cost. This Govern­
ment. imtc1rl of claiming to be at " disad­
var:tage, should be at a gTh'lt advantage. 
mnng to th<' smrtller capital cost. The fol­
lo,ving figures sho\v the rPlative cost of rail­
way eonstrudion per milo in tbe different 
States as at 30th June, 1921-

£ 
Xew South Wales 16.321 
Victoria 14.016 
Queensland 7.192 
Sonth Amtralia 8.259 
\Vestern Amtralia 5,135 

There is no doubt that the cost per mile in 
Queensland is £7.000--in some cases as much 
as £8.000 rcr mile. Mr. Davidwn at ono 
time in a rcpmt stat<'d that Olll' railwavs were 
ovcr-canitalised. That mav b~ a fact. If 
our railways ure over-rapiialiscd, the who1o 
of the Queensland State is ov0r-capitalised. 
If thP majority of people were told that we 
pal(] tlw salary' of part of the public servants 
out of loan money. thev \Vould say it was an 
incorrect statement. It seems to· me that to 
&ay that certain salaries or part of them are 

1-~tid out o~ loan moneys, on which we are 
paying interest at the rate of 6 per cent. 
would be a correct 13tatcment. Vvith the 
exception of Western and South Australio., 
Queensland is the only State in Australia 
during the last t" elve month .. that has paid 
salaries out of loan moneys. This is a 
doplora ble etat(l of affairs, and the worst 
possible thing that conld happen. The Go­
vernment have been responsible year after 
year for carrying out works and paying 
salaries for those works out of loan money. 
That, of cou,·so, has added to tho public debt. 
\Vhcrc we are ,going to end by financing 
under this ocheme I think the highest autho­
rity only can anewer. It seems to me that, 
\vhcro at one time payment for most of our 
-..vorks was r:nade out of revc nuc, that pro­
cedure is not now possible . 

The time 1's opportune for some further action 
to bo taken to remedy this state of affai1·s. 
Another advantage that the Government have 
had over JHPYiou. Governments is that they 
have not paid aw:thing to the trustc s of the 
Public Debt Reduction Fund. In 1906-1907, 
the previous Government paid to the trustetes 
of the fund from revenue as much as £396,000. 

Can you imaglnc that under a 
f9.30 p.m.] Labour Administration? Thn 
- Treasurc>r rcmark0d in a r,:,pecch 

in 1912 that we ought to be able to buil•l 
rai1wav·' out of revenue. Of course it is 
nos .. ible, but not under the fmancial manage­
i1wnt of this GovcrnmPnt. If the Tre:-sun'~ 
and his colleagues 'vould determine to make 
1 he railways pay their way, there would _be 
such large surpluses that th('Y could bmJ.d 
£3,000,000 v.-orth of railways out of revenue 
evPry year . 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : Do you 
advocatc that? 

Mr. KERR: The onlv thing to achieve 
succo~:::; in ronncction with our finance.; is to 
CPf'a t0 a snrplus. 

The SECRf.cT\RY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: Do you 
advocate making the raihvays pay so th.tt 
\H' can create a surplus to bu11d raih,a,;.s? 

:'.Ir. KERR: I '1y the uS<'r3 of the railwa:vs 
certain!.- should pav for them. but not und0r 
misn1an.agcmcnt an·d not don1inatcd by poii· 
tical control. That is the point I am gettinr;­
at. If you placed the whole of the returnc 
from our public lands to the credit of the 
Rnilway Department, they still would not pay 
their way. That is the position that has w 
be tackled. and the Government arc not game 
to do it. They appointed an Economy Boar·d 
in the RailwaY Dcpartm('nt. \Vhat for? To 
reduce hands. Is that tackling the question? 
No. Is it not better to tackle this qtre,tion 
in another way? I agree that the Treasurer 
is on tho right track, but his coil 'agU('; will 
not allow him to go on. That is tho trouble. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC LANDS : We can­
not hold him back. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: 'fhn previous Government, 111 

OEO year, paid as much as £396,000 out of 
rm·onue to the trustees of the Public D bt 
Reduction Fund for the reduction of the 
public debt. BLlt what have this Government 
paid in eight years? They could only pay 
£70,000. They had no surplm:s to pay more. 
In eight years they paid less than one-fifth 
of the amoLJnt that the previous Adminstra­
tion paid in ono year, and don't forget that 
the previous Administration balanced the 
accounts. \Vhcre is the marvellous financia1 

ability of this Government? I am waiting to 
see it. I am anxiously waiting for this 
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Governrnc11t to make a start. For nine con­
secutiv(~ yr-ars pr£'vious to the Ln,bonr 
Administration the Government wore able 
to allocate a cnrtain anl:..'lunt townrds the 
reduction of the public debt, but this GoYorn 
ment have done nothing. Instnd of rcducino; 
the public debt tht y have added to it .~y 
defiCits. PrcYious Govcrnm,,nt" e 'rh ve.JJ' 
paid a C(~rtain amount tO\\ a1·ds the reduC'tion 
of the public debt. 

Mr. D.\SH: By starving their emplo::ces. 

Mr. KERH: \Vhat do you know about it" 
Young man, a1l that you know about this 
matter 'Yon't hurt auyono. (Laughter.) 

The SEcn~TARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Sat,tr. 
rcproYing :,in, all right. 

Mr. KERR: One WO'!ld think that thic; 
Go\ _)rnmel:t, being a continuous Governmen~. 
would be a material factor in the financi>tl 
prosperity of this State. They have not been 
so, although they have been luckv inas­
much as the interest on the public ·debt is 
lower in Qucensla1Jd than it is in tho other 
State' in Australia. If wo had to pav th~ 
same rate of interest a.J Victoria pa·vs oi-I her 
public debt, the rovcmue to-da v w.;uld ha,., 
to fmd an extra £286.000. There is an advan­
tage there to Qlleensland of £2J6,000, which 
could well be shown as a surplus. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC L.\XD' : How 
are you going to mako the raihray') pay? 

Mr. KERR: I will deal with that when th,, 
Estin1Lt J are on. As a rnattcr of fact r 
think I have told the hon. gentlt'm<m broaJiy 
what I think about it. · 

The SECRET.\HY FOR PuBr,rc LAxns : Y oll 
have not told us definitely-that is the trouble. 

Mr. KERR: I have told the hon. f[entlcman 
before what 1 think in regard to tho Hailwuv 
D·epartt?-cnt, und. I will tell hi m again rna u~, 
many trmPs, poos1bl,, before I have finisht·d. 
Perhaps the hon. gc>ntloman is looking for th~ 
garb of the Secretarv for HailwaB. I know 
the present Minister WOL<ld desp.'mtel-.- like 
to get out of it.. (Laughter.\ The rate~, as [ 
have sho,,·n to-rnght. are not lcnn:r in Que::>n:-:.­
land 0 11 the average than thc·v ar in t1H• 
?ther Stat~s. V\'e haYe the unhapp:.- positio:1 
m the Railway Departmmrt of hundreds of 
men who arc allPgod to be on th' bo 'ie wage 
of £4 a ,~·epk who are only gct1 ing a ,\age 
of "omethmg between £2 15s. and £3 5,, ,t 

week. That is maladministration which 
should not be allowed to dc'Yelop. 

The SECRETUW FOR Punuc LAKDS: It 
~ovclopod \Yhilc you were an crnplo.: ce in thf~ 
depart1non t. 

J\11-. KERH: I was out of Australia from 
1914 to 1919. Tlw hon. gentleman's statP· 
illf)nt. as usual, IS not hasotl on fact. I \Yant 

to lTfer to the faet that proyious Govern­
ments \Yerc able> to build schoole, police 
buildings, and other public work; from 
rOYPllUP. As th(~ rrroa .. urcr once said WO 
might build 1 aih~·ays out of rovenu0. ' 

'Tbo SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Mr. 
Fihelly at ono time thought of making you 
Deputy Commissio110r. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: I should not be at dl '·Ur· 
prised if lw did. From 1911 to 191-t-1915. the 
sum of £77.362 WCis spent on police bnildings 
out of reYenue, but under the present Govern­
ment the police buildings in Queensland haYe 
got into a deplorable condit.ion. That is the 
condition of the police building at New­
market. At I:odooroopilly, in my electorate, 
we have a prrvato house rented as a police 

~Mr. J( rrr. 

"tation 'I'bis Government have spent £20.000 
loss frmn l'OYL'nuc in fJyo yl'ars than was 
spent under the prcYious Ad>~Iinistration. If 
a :-el1ool is rf'qnil'(',d_, loan monc•y mu~t be 
used DOl\', br-ctu~c· the rrvonue has gone. 
'The condition of things is deplorable. At the 
end of tho year 1920-1921 we had a crdit 
balance of £1.046.286 in the Trust Fnn,i~, 
''hi eh in Hl22 "·as rcdurt'd to £780.373 This 
''car. however. then! is a dPbit balance of 
£34,974. I wonlcl draw the attention of the 
hon. member for Herhcrt to the debit bal­
ance in our Trust Accounts with rPgard t0 
State cntcrpri"''· That monev is lent to the 
Go\·ernmPnt r,,. the ]Wople on trusi·. The 
St.ltP RntPI'pris,, Fnnd wont in 1921-1922 
hom a debit of £589.000 to a. further debit of 
£760.000. The In-inebank St.ate Treatment 
Works went from £50.000 to £54.000 on the 
1nong· sit!<'. while the State Smelters went 
horn £64.oon to £294.000 on the d0bit side. 

\ GOYERK1!EXI :\1EMBER: \\'hat is wrong 
with that' 

Mr. KERR: If these enterprises were giv· 
ing a rL•turn, we could put our loan nioney 
into thPrn aud get a return from the invcst­
rncnt. Our Trust Accounts, Loau A('court, 
and RPY.'lllle Account haYe all a balance cm 
the wrong sidQ 

Th,; SECRETARY FOR l'eBLIC LAKDS: You are 
on the \Yrong side. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR : I am on the right side. I 
notict· Q Ycry p(•cu1iar stat.enwnt on page 4 
of the Finaucial Statement. The Treasurer 
elates 

"During the 11resent fmancial year I 
propose making some adju~tmeuts in the 
Trust Accounts with the object of using 
part of the funds in the healthy accoL<nts 
to st~·.cngthen the position in the weaker 
ones. 

Thero is a suggestion th0rc to amalgamate 
the TruBt Funds. but I oav that wo should 
not amalf'amat" tho~e funcls. If one Trnst 
Fund i~ suecC's:::.ful in it~ operation, let us 
kc'cn it RO. and not nw kc it OllP of thP losing 
funds. \Ve haYe a credit balance in the Insur­
'' ne<' Fund under the Real Property Acb of 
£129.COO. Does the Treasurer propcBO to 
balance the lo·ses on State enterprises with 
thnt n1nn0v? The Pnhll{' Service Superan­
nu:-otion F~nH1 i..:: in rrcrlit to the extent of 
£400,000. Is he going to utili·e that money 
to ha l nnce tho rlefieit on the Chillagoo 
ventures? I say the prinriplc is \vrong. 

OPPOSITI0::-1 ME1!RERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: \Yhat does the Anditor­
Gr,nernl Fa:, in rcg-,1rd to snch a system? 
He said on c.ne occasion that it was to the 
detriment of ihe State !lnanecs to use trust 
morwv to pa .. the interest on loans. \Ve 
cannot t.dl ;vhcrc '~·e are going under a 
GoV(~rnmc·nl v·hlch finance~ a State in that 
v·E1:v. \Ye have had an ma]gamation of the 
State ontcrpri.;ps so rhat. as a whole. ihey 
1naY 5ho\V n pl'oflt. \Vc hasP nrnr an endea­
YOL;,. to make thP Trust" Funds balance by 
hook or bv crook. The Governml•nt are 
p:oing to n~c supf'rannuation funds for the 
purpose o [ balancing a fund which is on the 
wrong siLlf~ of ihP ledger--they sa.y they are 
going to sm·ilgamHe them. The hon. 
member for Sontlr Tirisbam I understand, 
is a financia 1 man. If he will justify that 
procedure, I ehall bo glad to listen to him. 
I contend thnt it is not pos>;ible to reconcile 
it with sound business or the- principles ot 
finance. 
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I am corrv Jbat the Treasurer has not seen 
fit to giYe tls f:OD1C indication of tho Govern­
'!l'tent's financi~l proposals for the current 
Year. He has in no >\ay indi< :1ted whflt they 
are likolv to bo. Ho. has given a resume 
of the t1;ans~ctions of the past yoar~whic_h 
are obtainable from the tables, but that IS 

not n1nch satisfrtction to this Co1nrnittoe. V\'e 
know that \VC are not balancing our accounts, 
and I think wo should be told whore we 
aro going to stand in the futuro. It would 
give hon. members an opportunity of going 
into the CJUestion. Tl,e leader of the Opposi­
tion pointed out to-night that certain mone'" 
which had been passed by Parliament for 
advances to local authorities had been 
diverted b.;• Exccuti ,.e minute to another 
purpose. The rrrcasun~r rna:, claim that 
that \vas nccc-.:._"ary, but that in jtsclf js a 
1,ad principle. It is, in effect, a defiance of 
Parliament, but that is ,dwt this Govern­
nlent haYo doJJf'. I have seen Govcrnn1onts 
in the South soundly thrashed in words for 
similar procedure in omall matters, permit­
ting ParlianH'-nt to allocate mone!.,. for cer­
tain pnrposPs and then diverting that money 
to purposes for '' hich it was not int.c nded. 

The hon. member for Herbcrt, us did the 
y-fre:asurcr in hi·;; Financial Statement, 
referred to the American loan. The 'Trea­
surer made a couple of bald statements thu t 
-thev \Vcre sound business. I franldv ackno\v­
ledgc that luck was in heir fa,·ciu, but it 
was nothing more or Jc·,s than lurk Nobody 
<'an get away from the fact that those loans 
\Yore floated a-l: the htghc3r, rate of jntercst 
which Queensland has ever paid for a loan 
-£7 per cont. Certainiv a profit was made 
on the conve:·sion into sl<;ding. but. hod the 
ex<'hangc re\'''ckd jnste "d of rising, we would 
possibly have been paymg 8 per cc<Jt. instead 
of the nomiuo 1 rate of 7 per cent. I admit 
that tlw conversion. the> cil'cnmstances of 
which ·,yore mrre luck, possibly made the 
loans cheaper than the Government could 
hctve got the money for in London. 

At 9.45 p.m., 
The CHATRMAN (::\1r. Kinnm, Bri ·banr) 

rr~~un1ed the chair. 
Mr. CoLu;,.;s; If your crowd had don2 it, 

the,· would have called it brains and not 
lucL 

Mr. KERR: \Vo would have callccl it bv 
its propel' llarne. VYe cannot vet sa,- ho,~· 
much interest will be paid, and' until., e do 
that \Ye cannot say -..vba.t the lor;·1 j.., q;oing 
to cost. 1\ ever mind quoting ]ong ncW'-ILl IJ::_•r 
extracts about the chcapnc8s of t'1is loan. fn 
1914 in England we raised five times the 
amount of the first American lortn at a cost 
()f only £1.000 more. The expense iu con­
nection with brokerage on the fitst American 
loan were 1-rernendous. I invit;; the~ rr:·cn­
snrer to go into those figures. l shall be vEry 
rnuch surprised if he can prove them incor­
l'Ct.:t. \VG paid as much in brolHn'agc for 
raising £2.000,000 in America as we paid in 
brokerage in raising £13.000.000 in London. 
The efforts of tho Government in America 
un be put down to their lucky financing 
abilitv. The number of dollars to the £1 
sterling incnlase>d, and that is win- the 
American loan may bo termed a success. 

Mr. COLLINS: There must have been a big 
gamble when the hon. member got in for 
Enoggera. 

Mr. KERR: I got a larger majority than 
the hon. member for Bowen. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: And without any iron 
and steel works to help you. 

Mr. KERR: I hope next time to go to the 
Dowen electorate to help to unseat the hon. 
ntomber for Bowen. If we ha.d !os,; men hold­
ing his views in this House our finances '.;-ould 
b0 in a better condition, and th,· Prcn1ier 
would be c,ble to place the final!C<'' in a 
better position. \Vhen the hon. mombc'' for 
Bowe'l talks about the welfare of th' com­
munity. he only thinks about the number of 
Yotes that can be obtained. The bo,t tt·st of 
good financing is in tho Pxarniuation of the 
rJnblic debt. If '\VO received sufficiPut s~rvicc-s 
for that monov we should be able to relieve 
taxation by £3,000,000. In America second­
ary industries are relieved of taxation. The 
Cnitcd party propo~ed to exempt new indus· 
i ries . for fiye years from tho paymPEt of 
taxatiOn. That was a g·ood proposal. bceause 
a.t the end of that time then, would b" a 
larger number of taxiJayers. Vi 1ur do the 
Government propose to do \vit,h regard tr, th~ 
cutton industry? They intend to socialioe 
that indu;try. Capital to-day is on its Jrial. 
\Ve know that human nature comes into these 
proposals. I am not talking a.bout comhin,-; 
and trusts. I am talking about the indivi<lual 
\Yho sane· £200 and puts it into the SrLYings 
Bank at 3~ per cent. Give him a chaiV'l' to 
put that into industry. That is the c l-]Jib] 
tlmt I refer to. l am not referring t,o whom 
hem. rnen1bers opposite call "Coal Baron!'." 
I am not typifying the owners o{ capital in 
any way. 

The loader of the Opposition, when discu>'· 
ing the conversion of the loan:'?, spoke of the 
'.Yonderful outlook for Queensland as regards 
what we can produce, if the people wore only 
gn·en an opportunity. He also outlined what 
the wealth of this countrv actuallY was. 
Every n1an in the cornmui1itv has ~got to 
sharo it. I :"Oinctiinc<;j think there is a gcrrn 
in some of the hon. members oppokite. I do 
not know what will be the rc,ult if it is 
going to bo allowed to germinate•. \Vhat are 
they going to socialise? The vital <JUestion 
Df their policy i~s certainly a question of 
financP. They must realise that, if they 
social i6e an inJustry1 t.he) cannot get blood 
ont of a ston0. If to-day thee get the money 
to pay interest on the public debt and pro­
Yido the "·herewithal to carry on tho public 
sPrvicc from the industrie-s they propose to 
socialise. where would thcv obtain that 
money if they socialised th~m? Arc they 
going to erect public buildings and estab!ish 
sor,-ices, and not pay for them? If thov r,a t 
do,sn and logically worked out the first plank 
of their platform, they would see how unat, 
toinable it is. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: You do not know it. 
]IJr. KERR: You have it in your pocket. 
l\!Ir. COLLINS : \Vhat is the first plank? 

Mr. KERR: The fint plank IS the 
nationali~ation of industries. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: The first plank of the pi at· 
form is the cultivation of an Australian 
sentiment. 

Mr. KERR: I am not talking about that. 
'I'hat is a very fine sentiment. but it is men 
iiko hon. members opposite who can kill It. 
I understand that tlw Government party at 
the nroscnt tin1e have various conunitteos, 
one 0£ \vhicb is '\Yorking on finance. To my 
way of thinking, for the way they advised 
the Treasurer the other night, I would shoot 
them all. L~t this sub-committee on finance 
go into this very <Juestion. turn to the Trea­
so.lfer's table,; and find out tho return from 
our public se;vices; then let them think who 
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is suffering the loss and where th0 taxation 
Is coming from. They will come to the con­
clusion that the money has got to come from 
somewhere. If it is the man who pays 
income tax, then he in turn has to get it 
from somewhere. He does not lose it; he 
obtains it from the people who buy his goods. 
He provides for that taxation in his over­
head charges. Therefore, if that monev is 
going to come from somewhere. it is from 
the people who buy-the workers. 

Mr. FoLEY: Do not the Arbitration Court 
judges g·ive them something to buy that 
with? 

Mr. KERR: I hope they will continue to 
do so, and I hope no action will be taken to 
pool work so as to dodge the Arbitration 
Court. If there is one thing the present 
Labour Government are guilty of, it is that. 
They introduced an Industrial Arbitration 
Act. It sounds nice, and has an appealing 
0 ffect on some people. but in running their 
own service thev undermine their own Act. 
Thev run their "service at a loco. I have .a 
statement by his Honour Judge Macnaughton 
\vhcre he pointed to the fact that the Rail­
wey Department is of le"s than average 
prosperity. Mr. Steer, the representative of 
the Cornmissioner, said so, too. B0cause of 
that fact. what did the judge do? He 
rcducAd the basic wage. It is the duty of 
the Gov<ernmcnt to make those railways pay, 
and pay a fair wage. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
timP had expired. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMA:<: reported progress. 
The re~umption of the Committee was 

made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourno-d at 9.56 p.m. 

Voting at General Election. 




