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Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. [16 AUGUST.] Questions. 401 

THURSDAY, 16 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPrAKER (Hon. \V. Bel'tram, Jfuree) 
\ook the c.hair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTICJKS. 

RELEASE OF INMATES OF MEXTAL ASYL U~IS 
DcRIXG RE;nssroc; OF MAL-\DY. 

Mr. KERR (Enogger11) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. How many inmates cf mental 
asylums have had their liberty restored 
during periods of remission of theie 
maladc: during the last five years-(a) 
males; (b) females? 

" 2. Do the re-admission sheets or the 
records of the mental institutions testify 
in an,,T case that on re-adn1ission £en1ales 
have during the remi~sion period become 
pregnant? 

"3. How many births have occurred in 
such institutions during the last five 
years? 

" 4. For how long were each of the 
mothers in Question No. 3 inmates of 
~uch institutions?" 

The HOME SEOHETARY (Hon. ,J. Stop­
ford, M aunt :11 organ) replied-

" 1. During the period ht August, 1918, 



492 Ques!ions. [ASSE:.\lBL Y.1 JiJstablishment of Co-operative, Etc. 

to 1st August, 1923, lOO male and 71 
femal~ patients were discharged who have 
Since been re<tduli tted. 

"2. So far as re-admission papers arc 
concerned, only if the patient returned in 
a rmerperal condition. But all female 
j)UtJents are examined and results rela­
tive to patients being pregnant are 
recorded at time of ro"admission. or later 
on as soon c1s syn1pton1s of pregnancy 
show themselves. · 

'' 3. Fourteen. 
"4.~ 

Under 1 month 3 
Over 1 month and u~der 3-~ont.h~ 5 
Over 3 months and. unGcr 6 months l 
Over 6 months and under 9 months 3 
Over 3 years and uncle•· 4 0 cars .. . 1 
Over 4 years and under 5 yc_q·s 1 

(The two last-mentioned mothcn had 
been. out in the care of their husbands 
at d1iferont periods, and in both cases 
the husband claimed the child)." 

ScRDIYISION oF STATE .':lTATIO:-.-s ,-on CLOO'ER 
" SETTLEME)';T. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Na~Wngo) asked the Scc­
retar0 for Public V\' orks-

" 1. In view of t,,bo exi.sting kc0n 
:Jemai~d for grazing sclectif'n', iS it th:­
mtentwn of the GoveTnmcnt to sttbclivide 
any o~ the Sta.to stationJ for closer sdtle­
ment m the near future? 

'' 2: Is 1t a fact that prior to the 
acqms1tlon by the Gov·ormneni: -:>f Dillu.­
lah. Station this holding had been 
dcs1gned or surveyed for closer scttlor.Jeo1t 
pu.-poses? 

". 3. In view cf ti-18 continnm·s con1-
plamts that Dillalah Station is a brecdin~ 
g_round for dingoes and a sour"U of con~ 
s1dorable loss to surrounding settlor>, 
wlll he make this station at aw· mt:· 
avall':blo for closer settlement,' thm 
ass1stmg the Secretary for Puhiic Lands 
m h1s efforts to moot the demands of 
the thousands of persum who are unable 
to secure grazing land in Queensland at 
the present time?" 

The SECRETARY FOH, PUBLIC vVClRKS 
(Hon W. Forgan Smith, Jlar·kay) replied-

." 1. ~rhe intentions o£ the Government 
wlll be disclmed at the proper time. 

"2. Yes 

"3. Se0 answer to No. 1. 'rhG corn­
plaint that Dillalah State Stntion is n 
breedmg ground for cl'ingoes is cntirelv 
w1thout foundation, and is rnNeh it 
phase of the propaeranda indulger! in bv 
people havmg cortam interests to sot've.·' 

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" That the House will at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into' a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Jury Acts, 1867 to 1898, in certain 
particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

PETROLEUM BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Pnddinyton): I beg to mo.-e-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Co1TI111ittee 
of the \Vholo to consid0r of the desirab 1e­
nf'ss of introdLtcing a Bill to make better 
provision for encouraging und regulating 
the mining for petroleum and natural ga, 
within the State of Queensland." 

Question put and passed. 

ES'l'ABLISHMEXT OF CO-OPERATIVE 
AGE:'\CIES BY PRIM.'I.RY PRO-
DUCERS. 

RESU:\fPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of tho Day being called for 
the resumption of the debate on :\Ir. Corsor's 
n1otion-

" That in order to assure to primary 
producers the possibilit:; of controllin<; 
the marketing of their produce, legis­
lative provision be made and loan moneys 
be made available for the establishment 
of co-opPratiYe produce agencies, to Le 
controlled by the primary producers 
thcmscln:s through a proper!) consbtut,·d 
directorate elected by subscribing share­
holder')," 

on which Mr. Gledson had moved-
" T'hat the question be amended by the 

omission of all words after the wonl 
' produce' on line 3, with a view to 
the insertion, in their place, of the words 
'all prima-ry producers be advised to 
take advantag-e of the Prirnary .Pro­
ducers' Organisation Act provided by tho 
Government, and also the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, to enable them 
to obtain their necessities at reasonablo 
rate> throngh co-operation." 

::Vlr. VOWLES (JJa/iJy): Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Mr. Vowlcs. 

::\ir. BELL (Fassifan): The amendment 
which has been mm·cd on the motion of the 
hon. membrcr for Bm·nett largely 'tnltifies 
!he original motion. I do not think it will 
be ach·isable to do anything in the nature of 
compelling the primary producers to link up 
"ith an organisation which they arc not sure 
will be of any ad.-antate to them. \Ye know 
tbat the org<>ni,ation which ha, boon started 
hao cost quite a mint of money, and the 
primary producers a·ro being asked to link up 
with it and subscribe to it-that is, subscribe 
to an organisation which they feel perhaps 
is not going to do them much good. In 
other parts of the world the organisation of 
primary industries ha. been carried out on 
sectional lines. Each industry is organiser! 
separately, and I do not think we should 
advise the primar;· producers to link up with 
ar• organisation which is designed to control 
the primary industries as a whole. 

The Primary Producers' Organisation 
scheme has boon started by the Government 
a• the wrong end. If the original motion, 
which expresses the idea expounded bv those 
on this side of the House, is carried, we 
shall help the producers to obtain control of 
co-operative organisation. It is nec0ssary 
that that should be so. \Ve want to have 
an organi,"ation built up which will be free 
from any Gov(lrnrnent interference or control. 
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That jg the danger and weakness of the pr~­
sent organisation by the Government. Suffi­
cient timo has not yet elapsed to enable the 
farmers to grasp the true import of that 
scheme. As time g<Jes on we shall be asked 
to subscribe to this very expensive maclnne, 
a.nd I do not think it will bring to the 
farmers and prDducers that benefit which is 
claimed for it. We should have that co­
operative effort which will enable the farmers 
to bring such a scheme to a successful con­
clusion. ThP farmers and producers and 
those ,~ngaged in the business are best fitted 
to say what is best for the industry. 

l\fr. FOLEY : Why did they nDt co-operate 
years ago? 

Mr. BELL: \Vo are not asking too much 
by this motion. The producers have asked 
to be allowed sufficient moneY to enable them 
to establish their own agencies. That is 
ab-olntely necessary because of the· high cost 
of distribution. The cost of bringing the 
product from the farmer to the consumer 
is too groat, and any organisation which can 
eliminate those excessive costs will be doing 
a service not only to the primary industries 
but also to the consumers of Queensland. 
The amendment to this motion will largely 
nullify that chance, because I do not think 
I hat the present org-anisation will achieve 
that end. Let me take some of the co-opera­
tive enterprises that have been successfully 
launched. I refer first of all to the co­
op rative butter factories. Look at the 
-.pl0ndid co-operative companiPs that have 
IJPen built up in Queensland. That has 
largdr been done through the co-operative 
methods of the farmers, who have laboured 
tog·ether, many of the farmers giving their 
time, energy, and abilit .. - entirely free, 
• uccessfully to carry out that movement. 
They arc <1uite prepared to carry on that 
Drganisation. Let me now refer to the co­
Dperati,-c bacon companies. vVe know of the 
tremendous difficulties that were placed in 
the way of those companies when they first 
started. There was a lot of hard work done, 
but they have finally achieved success. \Vhy 
should lLJsc organisations have their co­
Dperative efforts nullified to a great extent 
by handing over their concerns to the 
organisation which has just been set on foot 
bv the Government? We vorv much doubt 
":·hethcr the Government are sincere. Their 
scheme is very much lik., a sop to the 
farmer. Those co-operative efforts have cost 
the farmers a good deal of money, and why 
Bhould they be handed over to the Govern­
ment when there is considerable doubt as to 
whether they will obtain any great benefit 
from doing so? I am not going to support 
the· amendment, and I hope the House will 
vote against it and VDte for the original 
motion. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): It is rather a pitv 
ihat an important motion such as this should 
!Jo side-tracked by an amendment. There is 
not much busines~ in advising prirnary pro~ 
ducers to ta.ke greater advantage of legisla­
tion unless you are going to ascertain their 
opinions nfter they have considered the 
matter. There is a lot of businesc in thu 
motiDn. and the principle it contains has 
been of 1.·cry groat use to Queensland in the 
-past in building up many of its industries. 
What we desire to d<J is to extend that prin­
ciple in other directionc so that advn.ntage 
can be "a ken of it to push Queensland ahead. 
"When the Opposition bring forward a motion 
and it is merely side-tracked and made little 

of by an amendment telling us that wo should 
not discuss the principle at all, but that w0 

should :1dYise the people that certain legisla­
tion exi 'ts and ask them to take advantage 
of it, there is no business in it. I propose to 
n1ove a further a-mcndn1ent. 

Mr. FOLEY: More camouflage? 
Mr. VOWLES : It is not camouflage. It 

\H' are going to advise these people to read 
cc·rtain Acts of Parliament to ascerhin the 
principles c Jntain"d in them, we should gi,-o 
tl,em an Dpportunity ofexpressing an opinion 
a8 to whether they believe in the principles 
canto ined in J,he motion, or whether they 
believe in the legisla-tion mentioned in th•3 
anwndnwnt. It is with that end in view that 
I propose to move a further amendment. 

The SPEAKE!l: The hon. member has 
forfci tecl the right to speak, as he rose and 
addressed the Chair before the hon. member 
for Fas--ifnn sp<Jke. 

l\Ir. VO\VLES: Do I undcrshnd I have 
lost my ri"·ht to speak? 

The SPEAKER : Yes. 
C\fr. VOWLES: Do I understand I ha,·e to 

sit down'! 

The SPE.AKER: y,,s; the halL me-mber 
l1as lost his right to spea.k. 

:\Jr. :NOTT (Stard-' y): I desire to oiTer a 
f<·w rem ·rks in regard to the ametJdment that 
has been moved b1 the hon. member for Ips-
1\'ich. One of tho "reasons why I am not pre­
pared to snpport that amendment is because 
[ consider that it, is an amondn1cnt hirll 
prevents individuals from continuing in a. 
purely straightforward co-operative spi1:it. 
1t i" an endeavour to compel co-oporahve 
companies to come under the control of tho 
P1;i1nary Prodncors' Organisahon. "YVhcn the 
l'ri1nary ProducerR' Organisation Bill \Vas 

g-oing throug-.h this House I stated that I was 
a.ft·ai--d (hat the Bill might create a bure.1u­
cracy. which '' ould enable things to b0 held 
up and delBycd. So far as we ha,-o IS'one rrt 
the pre----cnt time, l am afraid that phase 
n.ay now be more than ou the wtty. I hope 
thP varions Local Prod11Cers' As"ocia.tions in 
e'.istonco at the present t;me will do their 
utmost to stop that phase bcc<Jming a custom 
under the Pri1nary Producers' Org;misation 
Act. Instead of supporting this amendment 
I have a further amendment which I have 
nry much pleasure in mDYing. I mG>ve the 
addition t.o tho amendment, after the word 
" co~operation," of the "' orcis~-

" and that an expression of op1mon 
be obtained from the Local Producers' 
Associ:1tions throughout Queensland as to 
whether the members Df those associations 
favour the principle contained in the 
above motion <Jr the principle contained 
in the amendment." 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The reason why I am submitting this 

amendment is to aesist to prevent the Local 
Producers' .. A.ssociations from becoming in 
any way bureaucratic. I hope that the 
amendment will stimulate the various Local 
Producers' Associations in existence through­
out Queensland into taking an active 
inter<>st in the matter, and of stating whether 
thev have the principle of co-operative com­
rariies controlling their own businesses 
uppcrmoet in their minds, Dr whether they are 
prepared to allow the Primary Producers' 
Organisation to control the co-operative indus­
tries which are about to be formed in the 

Mr. Nott.] 
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future. and, perhaps,. those which have been 
formed in the past. Those co-operative 
con1panies ha vc do no very good service in 
promoting the development of QLteensland 
t.o the extent to which "e have seen it pro­
gTcss during the last ten or fifteen years. 

There is another phase of the qu~'tion I 
would lik<e tc' mention. It seems to me that 
the present Government are by no means in 
favour of supporting and encouraging co­
operati\~e con1panics being formed uulct>s 
they n1ore or lcsci control those con1panit 's, 
<tnd for that reason they evidently have the 
Primary Producers' Organisation \Yell in 
hand, and hope to be a blo to use the co­
operative companies which are alreads 
forn1ccl in Queensland as a steplJing :::,tuu<..: 
to socialisR tion. 

Mr. FOLEY: What is wrong >vith that? 

J'dr. KOTT: I do not know that it is 
necessary for 1110 to speak any longer <?n 
lhis amendment, but I hope the House will 
pa', it. In so doing, they >vill g-ive the 
peo1Jle concerned a chan<-e to saY \vhat pnn­
ciple or system they prdcr_.::,traight-out, 
purely co-operative coinpanics. or con1panies 
which ma., be more or less State controlled. 

:\h. KELSO [•;u11dalt): Jwve much 
plca~uro in seconding the an1enclmcnt. I ""'as 
ye l'"":,· sorrv to see the an1endn1cnt moved on 
the" origi;;al motion by the hon. member for 
Ips>~ich; <cnd I think that the amendment 
ju~t submitted by the hon. ll!l'mber for 
Stanlcy on that amendment will probably 
clear th2 air to a YC.'l',Y considerable extent. 
There scern~ a tendency in all agricultural 
matters to have everything nJ.turally 
rdc'rred to the Council of Ag-riculture. At 
the tinlC th0 rou'_cil of Agriculture 1Ya5 
formed I had the pleasure of being dde­
g~te to the conforcnco which was ·held in 
Brisbane. and thoro I distinctlv remember 
t-hat the Prcn1ier urged upon thC rep1_·esenta­
tives prc,ont that the,- <hould kc.cp this 
industrv in their own ha•lCL He said: 
"\Vhat'ever YOU do, keep this industry in 
,,our own halrds, and do not allow it to be 
controlled by politicians." The history of 
the Councr'l of "'\griculture, unfortunately, 
shows that it has allowed politics to enter into 
it, and to a certain extent. it is now being 
coni rolled by politicians. Personally, I 
believe that the organi·.otion in connection 
with the Council of Agriculture >vas used 
during the elcdions as it ought not to have 
been us• d. There is no doubt that the Pre­
mier in his tour helped at least one candi­
date who up till that time had been an 
organiser for the Prirnary ~roduccrs' A-,~o­
ciat.ion. \Yhv did the Prcmrcr at that con­
f. renco urge" upon the farmers and pro­
ducers that thev should m<tnage thcrr own 
business' Did ·he really mean that, or did 
he wish that this organisation should be 
built up to be used in some in.idious way for 
political purpose'' I am perfectly certain 
thnt it has l1een so used. I come in contact 
with merr,bers of Local Producers' Associa­
tions-thoBe n1cn "\vho on son1e occasion::, haYc 
b'·en cont.Pmptuously ref<:rred to, b,- _hor;; 
IDClnhcrs on the other t31do a.:; · codnes, 
with the accent on the word "cocky "-and 
these men aro beginning to think. and, if it 
takes them a little longer to think than the 
peo]i'le who live in the towns, at any rate 
they arc thinking. 

THE SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They have 
more intelligence than you have. 

[Mr. Nott. 

~d:r. KELSO: I do not deny their intelli­
g-ence, but I say their environment is such 
that they may not be ablo to take up thwgs 
as quick!) as the people in the town, and 
the Minister knows that perfectly welL \V c 
know p-erfectly well that the farmc·r has a 
go')d head on him, and \Ye know perfectly 
well that, when the farmer gets a g-rip of 
things and make& up his mind on any subject, 
he expresses himself in no un\:ertain terms. 
The Council of Agriculture has b ·en in exist­
ence for sorne time, and rnany of the farn1ers 

beginning to ask what practical good work 
been done that ~'as not pre ,-iously done 

lw the farmers themselves voluntarily. Take 
as an example the dairying industry. At the 
tin1c this conferrnc~ \'\a~ he let it v. a~: said 
by the Premier-I do not suppose he said 
it iutentionallc, a. perhaps he did not knov;­
th"t there had been no organisation on the 
p 'rt of the dairymen of Queensland. As <t 
matter of fact, the voluntary o;·ganisation on 
the part of the dairymen of QueerBlanrl >'>as 
absolute]:- the best organisation of its kind 
in ~'l.ustralia; and it is admitted 110\\, and 
h::H been admitted all along, that the work 
>vhich the dairy farmers did by voluntary 
co-OJWration wns an example to the whole of 
tho people of Aw,tralia 1 am in a position 
to s:cv th>et the Southern State·· han' been 
\vork{ng for t2 ~· la"t tv, o years organising 
slo' ·1:· on similar lines. Thr- J men giYe of 
their time and oi their intcllig·cnce. Noh\ith­
stancling· \Vh 1t the Ylinister said, I never for 
a moment doubted that tho farmer has intelli­
gcHce. lie has intelligence of the highest 
kind, but he works slowly, and when he 
arriYcs at a conviction on any subjQCt, he is 
quite certain that he is on the right track. 
Thc.--.2 nlC'n haYe org-anised Yoluntarilv in the 
South, and they are copying the ~ethod:­
ndolclcd by tile Quec•nsland dairy farmers. 
Correspondence has taken phce with the 
South-it is a fact. bec,ause I have seen the 
corrPspmldencc-<.Yhich shows that thev are 
ab,ohttcly wrprised at the high state of 
e£'iciPncy >Yhich has been obtained b-.- the 
voluntary co-operative efforts of the clairy 
farmc-,,, cf Quel nsland. \Vh2n the Council 
of Agriculture was formed, whether the.- liked 
it m not. they had to join. It is all >'erv well 
for the :\linistcr to Fay how m am lho'usand 
farmers ha,·e joined. i: think the number is 
something like 20.000; but, surely, he must 

that, wheth0r they liked it or not, they 
to join these a~3ociations because it was 

noceF:arv that they should have> a say a' to 
>Yh.'t was to be done in connection with the 
Yarious matters dealt with. But I verv much 
doubt whether they are as enanwured with 
the scheme of the Council of Agriculture 
to-day as they were when it started a vear ago. 
They arc beginning to recognise 'that the 
Cou11cil of Agriculture combin('d together in 
comwction with the differ.-nt br:n1ches of 
prodLtetion as ono big council i, re:.diy top­
h.eavy. There is such a thing as ovcr-ol'gaHisa­
tJOn. There is such a thing as cracking a 
walnut \\rth a steam hammer. I believe-and 
it was so stated at the time, and it has not 

'b0cn denied-that the whole germ of this. 
schc.nc originated in an article which 
<-~ppr·ared in an _:\_merican magazine, g:vlng 
the org·anisation in full detail, and that this 
was adaptccl to the need.-, of Queensland by 
<t very capable public servant, Mr. Story. 
That organisation was designed to su:l the 
American nation, with a population of over 
100,000,000 people. 

Mr. W. CooPER: I think you are wrong. 
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:\Ir. KELSO: I think I am right. That 
is what I 1·ead at the time. I think it is 
in1possible to carry on a huge organisation 
like the Council of Agriculture, with a 
tren1endous comrnittee running to about 
thirt .. · members and taking in fh·e branches 
of agriculture. holding meetings to which 

delegates come from time to time 
[4 p.m.] from all over Queensland and 

incun·ing a trcn1cndouo;; exPense, 
and in certain directions not making any 
progrc''· It seem< to me that the voluntary 
efl"orts of the different branches of agri­
culture should have been encouraged. These 
men arc willing to give their time and 
tolr-nts towards the development of their 
particular industrv. 'rhc onlv wav to 
org.tni .. o an indusfrv effcctivelv ·is for the 
men who arc exports in th~t particular 
industrv, through having gone through the 
mill th-emselves; to develop their branch of 
tll·' industry, and concentrate all their efforts 
until the•. bring it to a high standard of 
efficiency!&' Some years lat0r, pl'rhaps, it may 
be desirable to have co-ordination of the 
different branches of indust.n but at the 
present time it is possible for 'the committee 
of the Council of Agriculture to meet and 
haxe their time taken up in considering 
question,,, say. in connection with sugar-cane. 
The members representing the other four 
bntnchr') of prin1ary production are not 
dirc·ctl··' intere·.·ted in sugar-cane; Yet they 
arc br~m;ht down to these meetings 'at great 
rost. and have to listen to a discussion in 
whif·h thcv are not intores1·ed in a.nv wav. 
I dr not think that the ideals ,,-hich ha;e 
been set up by the :\Iinister in forming this 
huge organising scheme are likely to be 
aJtai1wrl. 'l'he farmer was told at the time 
t11e Council of Agriculture was formed that 
the (~overmn<'nt for the first twelve months 
wonld boar the "hole cost of organication, 
\\ fnch. '1Cc-o-rd1ng to the ans1-vor given to a 
quPst:on asked in the House, will run into 
£30.COO a vc:ar. For two years from 1st July, 
1923. th,, farming industry will have to bear 
one-half and the Government the other half 
oi the cost of the. scheme, and after those 
l\H• :·care have expncd the farming industr.v 
will haYe to '·houlder the whole of the cost. 
I ha: e asked some of the producers their 
opinion on the matter. 'They haYe had a 
fai1: ti_n~<; to comider the que.stion, and the 
maJonty of those to whom I have spoken sav 
that they cannot see that the Council o'f 
Agri•·ulture hrts done any better than was 
done under the old Yoluntan· associations. 
The C'o~mcil of Agriculture w~s not brought. 
1r.to bemll' by the voluntary co-operation of 
tho•8 •,>ho arc .en!l'agcd in the industry, and, 
''hen a lcYY IS 1mnoscd on the individual 
~r.rmer and he ~as to pay it whether he likes 
1t or not, he will begin to put his thinking 
crrp on. and ask whether the Council of 
Agr:culture is v.or~h the .money he has to pay 
for 1t. I tlnnk th1s motwn, with the further 
amendment added-that an expressiOn of 
opinion be obtained from the Local Pro­
ducers' Associations throughout Queensland 
a; to whether the members of the associa­
tions fayour the principle contained in the 
motion or that contained in the amendment 
-is a verv good thing to place before the 
farmers. It is the principle of the referen­
dum, which hon. members opposite are 
ahYays in favour of \vhnn it suits their O\vn 
purpose. but in this particular case the 
primary producers, now that the agricultural 
edwme has gone on for a certain time should 
haYe the right to sav whether thes~ condi­
tions should' continue or not, and for that 

reason I am in favour of the motion as 
amended by the amendment. of the hon. 
member for Stanlcy. 

1\Tr. \V. COOPER (Roseu·ood): I have 
li t.ened to the remarks of t.ho hon. member 
for :\" undah in connection with this ,cheme 
of. the Primary Producers' Organisation 
bc-1ng poht1cal, and I regret that the Premier 
13 not rn·c-Jllt to defend himself against the 
hon. ll10111ber's stnternent. I am quite sure 
that I rcpr• 'ent far more farmers than the 
hu11. membPr for Nundah, and I have had 
a reaeonablc opportunit:: of getting to know 
the attitude which the farmers in the Rose­
wood electorate, at all events, have taken up 
to 1\·ards tho organjsation. rThe farmers know 
that 110 proYious Governn1ont has rrivon 
them anything like the encouragement to 
r;llltrol then· owE pruducts that i.he present 
(:.oycrnmcnt has glYen thcrn. For 1nstance. 
lhr, Co-operative Agricultural Production 
and Advancco to Farmers Acts provide for 
an adn1ncc by the Government of 66~ per 
cc•nt. upon the whole cost of the erection of 
any co-operative factory or industry that 
tile-,~ .may embark upon. Again, we find that 
prenons Governments refused point blank 
t~1- advance any money at all to the Murarrie 
Bacon Factor,. · 

1\Ir. KELSO: \Ye hltve not had a chance for 
c5ght years. 

Mr. \\. COOPER: The hon. member has 
been Bleeping, like Rip Van Winkle. If 
he hac! taken the trouble to find out what 
h ,,s been done bv this Government for the 
]Jrimar;. producm;s in comparison with what 
ha:-, lwcn donp by pr"vious Governments, he 
, .. ould ncyer stand up in the House and make 
the a_-sortions he has made this aftmnoon. 
f•hl cicularl: se• far as the political side of 
the qn-}<liun is concerned. 

:\I r. Bnv .\lWS: You kept quiet when the 
Gon rnnwnt stole the farmer.<' butter. 

,'•lr .. IV .. COOPER: I certainly am quiet 
w .. l'Yl 1t 1s nc~'essnry to be qu1et. Unfor­
tunately fer the hon. member he is not 
qnjet v.,hcn it is ab,,olutelv n~cessary that 
he · hou!d. be quiet. I ~ay· without fear of 
cm;traJwbon that, ~o far as I know no 
politic~ 0ntcl'ed into t~e Primary Produ'cers' 
Or_,anT:-;atJon scheme n1 m·v electorate other 
th.an ::\'ationalist politic' and hon. members 
orpo:-ito 81'0 cndeaYouring to )njure this 
scheme or anything else from i.he middle­
man's point of view. It is a matter of 
ewlc wouring, for no other reason than 
politics. to induce !he farmer to reject some-
1 hing that tho Government have done. The 
Loc.~ .. J Prudnccrs' A>· ociations established in 
Ill" clec10rato havo done some wonderfullv 
f.'oc.rl •,; ork, ar<d l am in the position to 
kr1o1.v. 

:\Ir. KELSO : Are not some of the Local 
Prinary Producers' Associations ·withdraw­
ing from the Council of Agriculture? 

. 1-1 r. W ·' COOPER: They may be. Many 
back managers have p;nbezzled funds of the 
banks, bL1t that does ,;ot make the whole of 
t.he banks rcsr10nsible fm· one. Vvc hear this 
sort of piflle from members opposite on 
account of one man withdrawing from the 
scheme. 

:Yir. KELSO: I did not saY one man. I said 
Local Pn>dnccrs' Associations. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: Th<t may be so. l am 
not here t.o advocate withdrawal from this 
syston1. but th0 continuance of an organisa­
tion whieh will place the farmer beyond the 

Mr. W. Cooper.] 
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control of any outside influence in his busi­
nt,·~s. 

lVIr. COS1'ELLO: Doos not the motion extend 
the organisation 1 

lVIr. W. COOPER: N•). Ample provision 
is made in the Act passed by this Govern­
ment to give the farmer all the opportunity 
nc-ce'ssary at the present time, and, unless 
hon. members who are supposed to represent 
farming constituencies alter their tactics 
towards th0 farmer and cease to endeavour 
j,o persuqde him that no good will come out 
of this organisation, it is possible tha.t the 
farmer will find himself in the same position 
as he "as before the Act was passed. The 
hon. member for Nundah a few moments ago 
said that it was e<·;ential that the farmer 
should get every facility for marketing his 
produce. I quite agree with him, and I say 
that the only way in which he can get it is 
by organisation. 

:\Ir. KELSO: He has been doing that all 
along. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The opportu•1ity to 
org·.nif e h11s been given to him by this 
Govcrninont. lion. 1ncmbors have conM 
dcmned the scheme, which is pm·el:r and 
.;.~mplJ co-opGration on a. largo sca]e-('o~ 
operation c•nabling the farmers to control 
cyery fanning industry. I rerncrnber the 
;.dvcnt uf co-operation in 1'\o,,,. South Wales 
,md the establiohment of the first co-operative 
butter fac(orv on the Hichrnond River. The 
san1c attitudC was taken up by ihc priYato 
companies towards the farmer th~ 1 which 
hem. members opposite arc adopting to·.yards 
the PrimJ,ry Prnduccr,, · Organisrti ion. On 
tho Richtnond River a co~operative factory 
was started in a small pL•cc. and th.· J'\c .. ,. 
South Vi' a.les Du !tor Company ,tnd several 
other private concprns went lo the farmer and 
said, " \V c v:i11 giYe you ld. a gallon nlOl'C 
fcJI your milk than the co-operative facjory 
if :,ou will sacril1cc your own factory and 
sc.nd your milk to us," and they predicted 
that the machinery of tlw co-opcra.ti,·o factory 
would nm down. E,·cmtuallv it ·did run 
dz,wn, but the Alcott Brothers; who '"w the 
aaitude of those companies-which ic· the 
attitude of hon. members opposite towards 
the Primary Producers' Organisation- put 
their money into the largest butter and bacon­
curing factory in the world-that is, the Byron 
Bay Factory. It is useless for hon. rncmbers 
on the other side to try to camouflag-e the 
issue by endca vouring to throw the onus on 
the Government of making the organisation 
political. Every word uttered by hon. mem­
bers opposite has been prompted purely and 
simply by political fooling, and the farmers 
will be woE advised to remember that these 
very gentlemen were compelled under pre'­
sure to vote for the Primary Producers' 
Organisation Bill when it was passing through 
this Chamber. 

lVIr. CORSER (llurnelt) : It is surprising 
to hea.r the expressions of hon. members 
opposite. They had before them a direct 
motion for the provision of co-operative mar­
kds and they side-stepped it by moving an 
amendment asking the primary producers to 
take advantage of the Primary Producers' 
Organisation Act. Surely to goodness, if that 
Act is so good, the farmers will join the 
organisation under it. 

The SPEAKER : 
member must confine 
amendment. 

Order ! The hon. 
his remark~ to the 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

Mr. CORSER : The second amendment pro­
vides an opportunity for membl}J'S of the 
organisation to express them:;elves on ihl' 
motion and the amendment It gives lo them 
the opportunity of saying what (.hey really 
require, for the guidance of hon. rncmbe,:s 
in thi, Chamber. vVe mer.,!v ask that the 
jndividual members of the Ol'ganis<-l.tion lHLYe 
both matters placed befor•J them, aY~d bcco.JJSG 
\'\'€ are dcing that we hear hf1ll. Ioetnbl~rs on 
the other side say that \Ve are endcnv•1uring 
10 put snme obstacle in !he way of the suc­
cessful organisation of the fa.nttors, &nd !hat 
vve are ag·tinst the organisation. 

:;.\lr. FoLEY: Of course, you arc. 

Mr. CORSER: That is ridiculous, and 1ro 
sound argument on the Government slde can 
be advanced to show that the Gpposition are 
not taking th~) load in the matter of irnprov­
ing the market conditions of tl:o priltlary 
producers. All that the members of the 
organisation haYc ]:-'en promised-th,, indi­
Yiduals to whom we wish to sub,Jnit these 
points-all that the:v v;ish for. for the consum­
matwn of their ideals, is the establishment 
of whrct the motion pmvidPs for~~~[wt is, 
< o-operatiYc rnarkcts. Since the Government 
do not wish to !Five them jhar. and since the 
Govcrnn1en1 '.~ ~'lrncndrnent en de,'\ ours to 
sldc-track th~ motion, we usk that the IIouse 
shall show suflicient confidence in thP farmers 
to giye them an opportunity. of expres·ing 
Lhoir vic'·\"'S. 

JHr. FOLEY: The Pri1nary Proclncers' 
Organisation needs no cncouragetncnt. 

Mr. CORSEH: I am not going to be' lad 
asidd by the hon. member. I would like• V<'J".· 
mnch to ha Ye the opportuPily ut de :tling '"it.h 
the whole thing nt once, but I am going- tu 
keep m~·,<']f absolutely to the amendment sub­
mitted by the hon. member for Sbnle--. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member. having 
moved the motion, has the right of rcpl,v. 

i\1r. CORSEH. : Since GoYcrm'l' nt. members 
haYe made so znuch of \vhat thjs orz:tnis<Ltion 
was going to be, they should not lei, pass tl•e 
first opportunity of allowing it to direct m in 
the handling of its industrial meet'< ''l'S, and 
they should not try to prcYent a. diYision on 
this matter, but should allow it to go to a 
Yote. I am not going to deal at o,n\· length 
with ihc amendment, becanse I am dcsirons 
cf securing an exprcfdion of opinion, anrl I 
challenge the l\1inist0r to let it go to a yote. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTCRE: He takes 
no notice of your tactics 

:Mr. CORSER.: The hen. ~·entleman takes 
enough notice to be yery concerned \Yhcn the 
/econd amcndn1cnt \\Tas moved, borauf.e it is 
going to show whether or not he is willing to 
entrust to the mgam'sation which he has 
established that influence which he asserted 
it would haYe. and whether he is prepared to 
extend to it the power which he claims the 
Act. giYes it. Let us take a division on the 
question, so that we 1nay have an expression 
of opinion from hem. members opposite and 
an mdication of their sincerity on the matter. 

lVIr. BULCOCK (BrLrcoo): The hon. mem­
ber for Nunclah made some reference to a 
statc,nent which he had read since l he Council 
of AgJ·icultL~<e was established-that <;mr 
Primary Pr.oducers' Organisation was an 
adaptation of an American scheme. 'That is 
not correct. The· hen. gentleman goes on to 
characterise the conduct of the Council of 
Agriculture as neglectful in so far as progress 
has not been made in the solution of many 
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Df the problems that confront the agricul­
hrists of this State. Of course, the hon. 
gentleman's knowledge of Queen street farmers 
might lead him to that conclusion, but it is 
abundantly obvious that, so far as this argani­
sation and its activities during the past 
eighteen months or so are concerned, it has 
amp!:- ju- tified its existence up to the present 
time. 

GovERxliiExT ME'.I!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BULCOCK: ~\s that is so, one has no 

alternative but to support the amendment in 
opposition to tho motian moved bv the hon. 
n1Pmbcr for Burnett. The hon. 'gentleman 
refe. ted to certair American institutions upon 
which he claimed we had founded our organi­
£ation. I would like to point out to the -han. 
mcmb:•r and other hon. members opposite 
that the organisation to which he prGbably 
refers rs the vast organisation that cxi.sts in 
C\·cry •gricultural centre of the United States 
at Am<>rica, and which is kno·xn as the Non­
partisan League. I take it the Council of 
~!\ rsricultm·c ~houkl be non-partisan so far as 
agTicultural activities are concerned. But, 
unfortunatoly, hon. gentlemen opposite have 
sought to take advantage of this discu·-sion to 
make the whole thing a partisan displa_v of 
feohng agamst the Council af Agriculture. 

Mr. KELSO : It contains too many iJClblic 
servants. 

Mr. J?ULCOCK: 9n" or two very signifi­
cant thmgs have u.r1sen out of this debate. 
I ask hon. members to cast their minds back 
tc the. time when the Primary Producers' 
Orgamsatwn _\et was going through this 
~Ion"~· Aftet~ the Bill had passed through 
Jts thncl rcadmg s~age, hon. members oppo­
sJt threw out thmr chests and said " \Ve 
have ma_de this a magnificent Bill; '~e have 
wade tlns a ''"orkable Bill." Assumin;<" that 
then· statement was sincere, and a'-mming 
that they were actuated by sincere m0tives 
when they sa1d, "vVe have made this Bill a 
succe.ss ."~it is only as~,umption; we kno\v 
that 1t 1s not a fact-what has come over them 
now th_a t they, are not prepared to adopt this 
magmflcent. scheme as they claimed it lo he 1 
If they beltcved that then, why do they not 
adopt the s~heme now for the furtherance and 
weilbeing of the agricultural industry of our 
State? 

:Ylr. KELSO: We have not had control of it. 
J:\lr. BULCOCK: The Opposition do not 

have _control of these things. This fact is 
estabhshcd that the majority of those on the 
Counc_il of A~riculture. are the practical repre­
scntr.ttves of the agnculturists elected on a 
franchise basis, and those elected gentlemen 
preponderate to such an extent that thev can 
"'Y"V the decisions of the Council in any 
d1rectwn that. the m':jority of the primary 
producers affihated with the Council desire. 
The hon. gentler_nan says that they have not 
had an o~p'?rtun:ty .. He talks about slow pro­
g,·ess .. Ctnhsatwn Is the rl'3ult of organic 
evolutwn, the same as agricultural evolution 
must be. \<Ye start on the groundwork of 
agnculture "and we work up to a complex 
system. \\ 1th the passage of the Primary 
Producers' Organisation Act we embarked on 
the establishment . of a yet more complex 
system m our agncultural life the result of 
which has been to give to the' primary pro­
ducers a better return for their labour. 

Mr. KELSO: The trouble is that it is too 
con1plcx. 

Mr. BGLCOCK : The hon. gentleman 
quoted America. The most complex agri-
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cultural system in the world is the Am•.•ri can 
system. L,•t us see some of the thing•• they 
have done there. The same charge 1A 'lS 1nade 
against that org·anisation-that their activi­
ties were too slow. One of the biggest things 
that they have attacked in America, m so 
far as c oreals are concern0d, is the question 
of stcrili ty in oats. A commis"ion was 
appointed. I am merely quoting this in 
passing to show how progress n1ust neco:.,sarily 
bo slow. A commis•,ion was appointed to 
inquire into thio question of the sterility in 
oats, and it was fiye vears and seYen months 
from the clay on whi"ch it was appointed to 
the clay it was ab!.· to issue its finding, but 
ih finding solved the problem. The wme 
thing applies in relation to the tomato indus­
try in California, where a v-ery serion)l disoa~o 
n.ttackecl that industry and thrcatono :1 to 
obliterate it, eyen as the cotton industry is 
threatened with extinction in America at the 
prcu·nt tin1e. .L'\ commission was appointed 
Lcmi·ting of two qualified scionti-ts and field 
a:--- ;stanL;, and for six ye-ars they inyestigated 
this question and ultimately ar.·iv-el at a solu­
t i•m of the trouble. Shall· we srLy, therefore, 
that an expenditure of £30,000 per annum 
i~ not justified oven if we can achieve results 
along tho lines that have been rLchieved bv 
thG ~on-partisan Lea~uc acting in conjunctioll 
with the Bureau of Agricultural Experiment 
and Seicnc,- in the United State' of America 1 
Tlw motion submitted bv the hon. member 
for Burnett provides, in e-ffect. for the setting 
up of further organisations. Thf' hon. member 
for Kundah threw out an interjection a 
momPnt or two ago in which he said that 
1 he agricultural system vvas becon1ing Hornc­
what complex, and, in effect, that that was 
the trouble. If that is the trouble with the 
existing system, would the hon. gentlt=-man 
suggest that yet further systems should be set 
up to make it more complex for the farmer, 
who, after all, must necessarily devote the 
main portion of his attention, not to the 
marketing of the crops, but to the growing 
of thosD crops so as to place the best products 
011 the market of which he is capable? There 
is no qu-estion that the agricultural legislation 
pa•.,ed bv this Government has attracted 
attention not only within the State, not only 
within the· Commonwealth, but it has attracted 
attention throughout the world. Oni:v the 
other day the Secretary for Agriculture 
informed me that he had inquiries from the 
Canadian Bureau of Agriculture asking him 
to submit to that bureau some particulars 
end some details of the organisation th·tt we 
rave set up in Queensland. I have an extract 
from the officiaJ organ of the Primary Pro­
ducers' Union~'~ rrhe Producers' l\'ews "­
dated 28th March. 1923, which sa•:s-

" The following is an extract from the 
r,•port of the annual meeting of the 
Central Executive of the Primary Pro­
ducers' Union, held at their headquarters, 
30 Bridge street, Sydney, on W ednesclay, 
21st March. 

" The discussion is reported in the 
official organ of the Primary Producer;' 
Union, 'The Producers' Kews,' of 28th 
March, and it arose out of the following 
recommendation from the Tamworth 
(K.S.W.) Gouncil:-

That the executive discuss the adyisa­
bility of advocating the passing of 
legislation similar to the Queensland 
Primary Products Pools Act of 1922. 
" G. W. Gordon, who represented the 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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Raleigh district (N.S.W.), is reported in 
the following terms:-

There was no doubt that the QuLens­
land Government had made a resolute 
and honest effort to assist the farmers ; 
and as the result had proved so success­
ful, it would be worth while obbming 
copies of the Act, and then endeavouring 
to interest the New South Wales Govern­
ment to enact something similar. He 
moved that the Butter Stabilisation 
Committee and Mr. McRitchie be asked 
to consider the matter carefully, and 
make a report thereon to next Con­
ference. 
" The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Tonkin and carried unanimously." 
Mr KELSO: That has nothing to do with 

the Council of Agriculture. 
Mr. BULCOCK : It has a good deal tu do 

with the Council of Agriculture by virtue of 
the fact that there are farmers in New South 
Wales who are not able to participate in con­
ditions such as have been created by this Act 
here, and who desire that those conditions 
shall be set up in their State so that they may 
have an opportunity of participating in what­
ever benefits are offering under the scheme 
of organisation that we have adopted in 
Queensland. I think it has been purposely 
overlooked in this discussion b,- hon. members 
opposite that, when the Primary Producers' 
Organisation Act was going through this 
House its purpose was to give the farmer for 
the first time in history control over his 
products from the time the seed was sown 
until the crop was ultimately marketed. If 
that was the object of the Act and 1s the 
manner in which invcst.igation is being- pur­
sued for the safe conduct of that m,;,Fnue. 
and for the safe marketing of the farmers' 
produce, it naturally follows that there is 
a!J·cad7 power possessed by the Council of 
Agriculture through its officers to set up an 
organisation or institution similar to that 
which the hon. member for Burnett de;Jires to 
hav' set up. It brings us back to the question 

of whether we are going to have 
[4.3~ p.m.] two authorities or one authority. 

Most of the people who have come 
into the organisation realise, without anv 
political feeling in the matter, that ono 
central executive, one form of control, evolves 
better control and better results than could 
be secured by numerous smaller bodies. 

Mr. KELSO: Not necessarily. 

Mr. BULCOCK : The whole experience 
of industrialism shows that to be so. I will 
quote one instance in support of my argu· 
ment. The largest manufacturer of motor­
cars in the world to-day is Henry Ford. He 
has acquired that position because he ha• 
brought all the conflicting interests from 
coal and steel to the mechanical construction 
and as,0mhling of the cars under one execu­
tive and direction. As a result, that man 
stands out to-day as a monument to " big 
busine<s," The same principle applies to 
the farmer and every other cnterpri,e in the 
world, provided you have ·the right man at 
the helm. The hon. member has attempted 
to cast some a'persion on the Council of 
Agriculture. Is it not significant that not 
long ag-o certain members of the Council 
asked that Mr. Story, who was responsible 
for the establishment of the agricultural sys­
tem and marketing, and who has displayed 
such keen and satisfactory interest in the 
development of agriculture, be recommended 
by the Government, if possible, for knight-

[Mr. Bulcock. 

hood in view of what he has done in the 
interests of agriculture in Queensland? 
Does not that indicate that the gentlemen 
who are most closely associated with the 
Council of Agriculture, who derive th~ir 
living from the soil, '':'ere. so ena.moured With 
this sy,tem of orgamsat10n whiCh we have 
introduced that they desired to give the 
chief or"aniser some State-;~ ide recognition 
of the f~ct that he had accomplished some­
thino- worth aceorn,plishing in the interests 
of the primary producers of this State? It 
is to be regretted that hon. members oppo­
site seek to cast aspersions on the Council of 
Agriculture, The Council of Agriculture 
haR been loyal to the interests of the farmers. 
At times the Council of Agriculture has done 
things which I personally felt would have 
been better left undone, and has said things 
which I have thought would have been 
better left unsaid, but the fact must be recog­
nised that it is fast becoming recognised as 
the authority to make ai':ricultural pro­
nouncements 'in this State. The Coundl has 
rc"ources, a big mem~ership, its own 
journal. and a keen busm~ss man >:t the 
head and given these conditions, whiCh no 
man' can ·deny exist, is it not logical that it 
should be availed of to set up the CO·Opera­
tive distribution and marketing of agricul­
tural products as provided for in the Bill 
which bromrht it into being. or >Yotdd you 
create loopholes so that the Act can be side­
tracked? You have to concentrate the whole 
of the business of the farmer under one con­
structive head. 

='<lr. KELSO: Its trouble is that it is top­
heavy. 

:\lr. BULGOCK: The hon. member pos­
siblv means that it is composed of too many 
n1effihers. 

Mr. SWAYNE: The motion does not refer 
to the Council of Agriculture in any shape 
or form. 

}fr. KIRWA;.;': Your members dragged it 
m. 

::\lr. BULCOCK: The discussion throu!Yh­
out the whole afternoon has surrounrlcrl the 
Council of Agriculture. and as one w~o takes 
a keen interest in ao-ricultnre I feel JUstified 
in replving to -omE>" of the i!'t~I'jcctions. I 
srn· ·c.·ithout fear of contradiCtiOn that. th_e 
i'ouncil of Agriculture ha-s more thrrn JUsti­
fied its existence. It can even create the 
machinerv which the hon. member for Bur­
nett seek, to crc1te. The hon. member for 
~undah savs that it is top-heavy. Would he 
have it cmnposed of one member repre;;":nt­
ing the butter industry, .another repre.senh>lg 
the fruit industry. another representmg the• 
suaar industrv. another the wheat. and 
others representing other industries? Would 
he subject the Council of Agriculture to t~e 
charg-e~and it is a charge that could be la1? 
a"aimt it~that it should become an oh­
rr~rchv with one man onlv at the head 
~nc1ea·,,ouring- to determine the conditions 
under which that industry can be worked? 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is absurd. 

Mr. BULCOCK: It is the logiea l sequence 
to the aro-uments of hon. memb0rs on the 
other side~ Is it not far wiser to have tw.o 
or three representatives, because there IS 

wisdom in the multitude of counsellors? If 
vou restricted the number of members of the 
Council vou would restrict its usefulness 
and det'ract from t.ho work it is doing. The 
hon, member in saying it is too top-heavy 
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might say there are too many members 
belonging to the organisation. The organ· 
isation is the logical outcome of the members 
who subscribe to it. The question has been 
raised that in the future they may be 
required to contribute towards the cost of its 
upkeep. I do not see eye to eye with the 
hon. member on that particular question, 
because I am of the opinion that its results 
will prove to be the soundest investment 
that the farmer has ever made. Would they 
not object if they had to find the capital for a 
co-operative company? Does a co-operative 
company not make an initial demanci on 
their capital? The farmers would have to 
find their proportion of the capital required 
for the e,stablishment of a co-operative 
society. 

Mr. KELSO: They would have control of 
their own affairs. 

Mr. BULI'OCK : The hon. member was 
not in the House when the Primary Pro· 
ducers' Organisation Bill was pa,sed, .and 
it is obvious he has not taken ad\ antage of 
hi' opportunity to study the objects of the 
Bill, as otherwise he would have discovered 
that the principle of that Bill is that the 
farmer should have charge of his own affairs. 
Let us take the conference held in connec­
tion with the fruit industry the other day. 
Tho hon. member will find a report of it in 
the " Queen··land Producer " of the 11th 
Augnst, 1823. He will see there that the 
farmer is being given control of his own 
produce. 

Mr. KELSO: \Vas that not done before the 
Council of Agriculture came into operati.)n? 

The SECRET~RY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: J\'o. 

:\1r. BDLCOCK : The hon. member prob­
ably has not the knowledge that every one 
of the States of the Commonwealth had the 
opportunity to bring in legislation similar 
to that pasoed in Queensland which brought· 
into heir.,<; the Council of .'l.griculture. 
Queensland was the only State. which availed 
itself of that opportunit~', and we find now 
that the farmers of the Southern States and 
countries overseas aro interesting themselves 
in this matter, and asking that they be 
given similar conditions and opportunities. 
That is a complete answer to the question 
raised bv the hon. member. The farmer has 
not been discouraged by the creation of the 
Council; he is confidently looking to it to 
solve his problems. The farmer is going to 
make the Council the Mecca to which he will 
bring all his tl'oubles. 

:\1r. \Y.mREN: Will he fetch his pra<'er 
n1at? 

Mr. BULCOCK: It is possible that some 
farmers in Queensland arc even praying to 
the Council to try and solve their problems. 
Their prayers were answert')d in the past, 
when this Government introduced the Pri· 
mary Producers' Organisation Bill as the 
first step to take them out of the hands of 
the middlemen. 

Mr. \VARREN: Have you got them out of 
their hands? 

::\1r, BULCOCK: The logical outcome of 
this organisdion is that they will be taken 
out of their hands That brings me to the 
u·ux of my argunwnt in this matter. There 
cave been nasty insinuations and sinister 
suggestions about the Council of AgricuJtu,e 
for sume time •past. That is explained by 
the fact that hon. members opposite are 

beginning to realise th~~·. the Council of 
Agriculture is going to be a p<1tent factor 
in our agricultural life, and 'is· going. 0 do 
away with a lot of exploitation. \Vhat con· 
corns the farmer most is to get the utmost 
vrt!ue for his produce; to do that he has to 
take care that the middleman gets less. 
The president of the Commonwealth A'l·bitra­
tion Court, when hearing the case of the 
fruitworkers in Victoria for increased wages, 
e,warded £3 17s. odd per week for those 
workers. As usual, the employers said that 
they could not afford that w.age, a.nd I 
believe there was something in the contention, 
but Mr. Justice Powers struck the nail on 
the head when he said, "You people have 
got to get more for your product, and let the 
middleman get less." 

Mr. KELSO: Why don't you do it for them? 

Mr. BULCOCK: The activities of the 
Council of Agriculture will do it. They are 
doing it by laying down certain lines of 
r ction, by studying the conditions of our 
markets, by collaboration with the other 
State", by a scientific study of marketing 
problems, and by a distinct understanding 
of the interlocking nature of every branch 
of agriculture. They a·re steadfastly facing 
a problem that other Governments are not 
grtme to face. \Ve are the only Government 
facing this problem and giving the primary 
producers an opportunity of securing the 
bc't results for their labour, to which they 
arc entitled. 

.Mr. KELSO: Do you mean to say co­
operation was not in force before the passage 
of the Primary Producers' Organisation Act'( 

Mr. BULCOCK: I mean to say that the 
Primary Producers' Organisation gives the 
farmers themselves the power to co-operate. 
I, therefore, consider that the amendment 1s 
redundant, and that there is no need for it 
to he carried by this Chamber. 

:\Ir. KELSO: You are afraid to trust the 
farmers in this matter. 

Mr. BULCOCK: There has been no 
stronger friend to the fa-rmers than myself. 
I haYe advocated at all times in this Chamber 
the interests of the farmers. 

::Ylr. KELSO: \Vhy not give them a chance 
of getting something? 

}fr. BULCOCK: I believe they already 
have that opportunih through the Primary 
Producers' Organisation. I am not going to 
support a redundant motion, which seeks to 
create an organisation that is not nocess.1rLv, 
and which will clash with the PrimarY Pro­
ducers' Organisation. The Primary Pro­
ducers' Organisation has solved the farme1 3' 

difficulty of marketing crops on a co-opc!,a· 
tiYe basis. 

Mr. W ARRE:\f (Jfurrumba): It seems to 
me that the added words contained in the 
a.mcndment are merely asking the people 
interested their opinion as to whctht·r the 
ncotion submitted by the hon. member for 
Bm·nett is right or" wrong. Speaking as a 
m cm her of a Local Producers' AssociatltJn, I 
cannot seeany harm in the amendment. The 
"oak point of the organisation-I am speak­
ing absolutely in sympathy with the organisa. 
tion, and no one can infer that I am cm· 
friendly to it-is the local branches. The 
local branches have not the voice that they 
should have in building up the structll're. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How IS 
that? 

11:1 r. W ar1·en.] 
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Mr. WARREN: The trouble is that the 
branehes very rarely meet, and, when thev 
do, they sc•ldom have sufficient represent>i:­
tivcs to hold a meeting. 

The SECRE1 \RY IOR AGRICULTcRE: \Vhose 
fault is that? 

:Wr. 1'-'AHREN: It is the weak noint of 
the whole structure, and, unless we· get the 
,-oice of the individual, no such top-heavy 
structure 1s go1ng to be sufficient to cany 
out the w1she- of the Government or e>f 
those inten>sted in the producer. 

It is "ell known that the farmer is the 
hardest man of any class of worker to 
organise. If this is the weak part of the 
organ~~ttion, surely it is -.,viso to try and 
strOP!l·thcn it. A lot has lx>en said this after·­
Iloon as to ,,-hero thiB organisation originated 
and whcthc'.' it is beneficial or not in othe;. 
[la'!'ts of the world. I am going to read a 
httlo extract fron1 the " Producers' Rovjow." 
It says that the American svstmn is tho 
s.~·stenl for the farn1cr. I have h~eld ever ;cince 
the introdnction of the Bill that the American 
system i< nut the system for the producer­
that \VO s~10uld build our system on totally 
ciifferont hnes to the American system. Our 
systerr~ should be ono that will organise the 
fnut mdustry as a. fruit industry. How rs 
the frurtgr'J'\ver gorng to assist the sugar­
grower, the woolgrower, or the cattle man? 
As a m_at;ter of fact, the fruitgrowcrs have 
not sufficient members on the Council of 
_\gricult~u-e; they have to get the assistance 
of two_ dauy1non.. I-Iow are dairy1nen going 
to "-'Sist the frmtgrowers? The scheme of 
organisation origir!ated and planned by the 
fruHgro·,, ors was 1deal. The scheme advo­
cated in America and partially acceptod-th,, 
scheme advocated by the Downs producers for 
t?e last fift~en years-has separate organisa­
trons. Du rmg the passage of the Bill an 
amendment was mm-ed to make our system 
confon~ w'th that ideal. Some hon. mee,­
bers sa1d that we threw out om· chests because 
wr had nineteen amendments accepted. But 
three verJ vital amendmenb we did not suc­
ceed in !l'otting intro the Bill. The loss of those 
three VJtal amendments is the cause of the 
damage to the system to-day. I do not wish 
to advocate the killing of this machine·-
(laughtcr)-I wish to perfect it. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You do 
not kill machines. 

Mr. \YARREX: I stand corrected-I meant 
the organisation. I said on practically every 
platform of the Murrurnba electorate and I 
say so tc-day, that the farmer must ~mbrace 
this organisation; it is his duh· and the 
duty of all those interested in the scheme to 
se: where the weak spots are ~nd to 
eh mm ate them. In ~'l.merica to-da v the,re are 
no people worse off than the fanners. The 
extract I an1 going to read is tho catechi3in 
of the Government, or it was last session. 
This is what it contains-

At 4.50 p.m., 
~he CHAIR:\TAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

Brzsbane) reheved the Spcalcer in the chair. 
Mr. \YARREN. The "Producers' Review" 

in an article headed " \Vill the Farmer Co;,_ 
iinue to Starve?" says-

" American agriculture produces 
£3.000,000 per annum. However, John 
F. Sinclair, a Minneapolis banker in 
close touch with the ecor,omic conditions 
of the farmers, estimates that 388 482 
fllrm•,rs in the North--West-one of 'the 

!)11.r. Wa1·ren. 

finest belt·" i'n the Union-have increased 
their indebtcdne;,g in ten years by 
£2,000,000. He says, ' The farmers of the 
North-\Vest ere bankrupt. Foreclosures 
are every'v here, suicides are common, 
farmers and their families are giving 
up by hundreds and packing up a few 
old pieces of furniture in their old 
wagons and starting out, God knows 
where.' " 

We are practically faced with the same thing 
hete, because the city has been ma·de so 
attractive and the conditions have been 
mado so absolutely safe for the worker, 
while the conditions of the man on the land 
are very harsh and his rE·turns are very 
small. 1'akc the Tara district as an example. 
For practically ~00 miles around that dis­
trict you ha vo banktupt farmers. Take your 
coastal di"tricts, and you will find that, even 
with their wonderful rainfall, the greater 
proportion of the farmers in those districts 
are being carried on either by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture or by some banking 
institution. H is the duty of the individual, 
and particularly it is the duty of the farmer 
himself, to get out of the hands as far as 
possible, not only of the banking institutions 
but also of middlemen. In saying that I do 
not wish to cast any aspersions on middlemen. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't 
apologise for it. 

:Mr. WARREN: I am not going t{) apolo­
gise. vVo mu.ot grip this situation as pro­
ducers. I am a producer, e.nd I am in no 
less than seven co-operative concerns at the 
present moment, and I ha,-e done at! that is 
possible to assist co-operative enterprise; and 
I fen! sure that it is co-operation and co­
operation only that is going to save the 
situation so far as the primary producers are 
concerned. The hon. member for Barcoo 
said that this organisation was evolutionary. 
\V e all know that. If any movement is 
revolutionary, whether it is industrial or 
otherwise, it is not going to be of the same 
benefit as if it were evoluti01oary. \V e find 
that, after the expenditure of a vast sum of 
money, 'absolutely nothing has boon done. 
\V e do not get a farthing per lb. more for 
our butter, and we do not get a farthing 
per lb. more for any produce dealt with 
under the scheme. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Supposing the scheme results 
in more butter or more of any other com­
modity being put on the market, if you do 
not get more for it? 

Mr. \V ARREN : I say not one ton more of 
produce has been p\.lt on the market. 

Mr. Bcr.cocK: Has not more cotton been 
put on the market as a result of the formation 
of the Council of Agriculture? 

Mr. WARREN: It has not resulted in one 
additional cotton seed being put on the 
market, much less a boil of cotton. It has 
not put anything on the market. It is no 
use being false to ourselves and claiming 
things that are not true. It has not done 
ono tap up to the present so far as increasing 
production is concerned, nor do we expect it. 

Mr. BULCOCK: It has increased production. 
Don't you think the Council of Agriculture 
has stimulated cotton production in the 
State? 

Mr. W ARRE::-<: I do not. 
Mr. BULCOCK: Then we do not see eye 

to eye. 
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Mr. \V ARREN: \Ve do nol sec eye to eye, 
but I believe the hon. member is conscien­
tious in his statement. At the same time, I 
do not think that up to the present juncture 
the Council of Agriculture has been the 
means of increasing the production of cotton 
in Queensland; but I do think that the extra 
money offered by the State Government has 
been the means of increasing the production 
of cotton, and l believe production will go 
on increasing so long as that extra price is 
maintained. It is money we are after. The 
only thing that is going to save Queensland 
in the future is that we get more for our 
produce and that we get a better deal in 
every way. \Vhile I criticise, and while I 

ill do all I can to build .1p this scheme, I 
am going to be fair. and I am not going to 
have my leg pulled by humbug and nonsense 
about something being done. Up to the 
pre"";ent nothing has been done, and we can 
expect nothing. \Ve have been gradually 
going back as producers. I believe that the 
Council of Agriculture has dono its be·'t, and 
has made an hon('ct attempt to do all it could 
to advance the interests of the producers. 

:Mr. BuLCOCK: Do you know that produc­
tion v, as at" its lowest in Queensland when 
this Council of Agriculture was formed, and 
since then ther., has been an upward 
tendency'! 

Mr. WARRKN: I have travelled over a 
good area of Queens! and during the last fort­
night, and I say production is in a most 
deplorable condition. Only ono branch of 
industry is increasing in p1:oduction; that is 
the fruit indush-y. I believe fruit is increas­
ing in production-unfortunately for the pro­
ducers themsel ve•·. It is a case of over­
production and not sufficient distribution. I 
want to be quite clear on this matter. I sav 
without any fear of contradiction that, whil~ 
the Council of ),griculture has made an 
honest attempt, yet, unfortunately, nothing 
has been done. and it is bett;,r to take the 
farmers into thc•ir confidencf' \Ve do not 
want to stuff something down their throats. 
We want to get in touch with the individual 
prcducn. It is a 11 nonsense to say that the 
producer is a man with loss intelligence than 
the averag·e perscn. The producer has to 
be more versatile than the wvrkers in other 
industria •. \V c look on some of our city 
friends as being exceedingly clever. I am 
game to say that, if you put these exceedingly 
dever people on a farm, they would look a 
lot of "mngs." A man mu•t be fairly smart 
to run " farm and make it pay these ti'mcs, 
I do not care what the nature of the farm 
may be. Instead of one section trying to 
browbeat other sections about method and 
about ••;ho is going to father the scheme it 
would be far beiter if they met and got' in 
touch with the individuals who are going to 
benefit, and who are going to fail if this 
scherne is not a succc"<:~.. 

Mr. GLEDS'ON (lps1oich): I have been 
endeavouring to ascert>1in what is behind the 
Country party in moving the furth0r amend­
ment that they have moved. The hon. 
member for Stanley moved this further 
amendment, which is no amendment at all 
and should not have been accepted. How­
ever, the Speaker has accepted it and has 
allowed the matter to be debated. What 
would it mean if this further amendment 
were canied? It would mean the addition 
of the words proposed by the hon. member 
for Stanley, that an expression of opinion be 

obtained from the farmers. What on? The 
previous amendment reads-

" All primary producers be advised to 
take advantage of the Primary Pro­
dttcers' Organisation Act provided by the 
Government, and also the Industrial and 
Provident Societieq Act, to enable them 
to obtain their necessities at reasonable 
rates through co-operatioll. 

Fancy a member of the Country part:,· gt>tting 
up and moving an amendment that the 
opinion of the farmers be obtaine·l as to 
whether this matter should be brought b· fore 

their nDtice or noi., ! rfhcr·~ was 
[5 p.m.] never a silliN re>olution moved 

in this House by ho:1. :nombers 
who call themselves members of Parliament. 
Ca;, WC wonder that their 0 Wll p<t pPr writes 
about them in this matter. This is "The 
Co-onero.tiv' Bulletin," volume l. ~o. 1. In 
dealing with the Country party, it said-· 

'' Organisation went on a pace, n n c:l at 
the 1928 electio1 ., twenty-one c.mdidate·c 
were scl0cC-•d and conteste-d se·ts, out of 
IYhich nineteen 11·cro returnc{l to forn1 a 
separate ' Country party.' 

" Then the intriguers and Viirr-pn1lers 
commenced. The part·· hod ac'ticved the 
position of official Upposition, and was 
IYOrth while. Those who \Yt~ro ahvays 
\\ illing to follow the strongest- lead 
attached themselves to the party. Mr. 
Vowles solicitor, who had been leader of 
the .,_,-~alled Nationalists, transferred his 
attention to the rising party, which 
meekly accepted him. Those in contJOI of 
the organi•ation, flushed with the thought 
of executive po\ver in the near futuro, 
proceeded! against the rules of . the 
orgnnisation, to enrol all .-,,nd <unOr 1nto 
the Prin1a-ry Produc~_~rs' Union, acln1itting 
old-tirn(' National J)errtOcratic ITlC'D, the 
while they lost half a de;z,•n of the 
genuine supporters to C'IlC of thcs·• 
enrolled, and at the annual v,cncr.~l TW~t't 
ing of the Primary Prodncnrs' rninn. 
follm;ing that election, the deleg~t<·s from 
the Quc.._n~land Farmer~· Unlon a~d the 
lJnitcd Cane Grower~' r\ssocia.ticn, ,Yho 
with tho dckgates of t.hc Graziers' A-s:,ci­
ation should have hacl control of th·J 
organisation, found thrtt the;: were ant­
voted b:; delcga tes '' ho rcp,·eselltcd HO 

org'lnisation ot all, and, a:2 a con_~, qnenco 
reported to thoir orga.nisaiione whi~h, in 
each CLts0, almost unanimously w.ithdrc w 
from the Prin1ary Produ . .:€rs' Union, 
lc~ving that institution i.he miserable 
fia.:co it rcn1u.ined at tho tiLw of lhe 
recent election, ''hen, O"\Ying to the 
collap~e and intriguing and coah ···C'ing 
with another party, the pa.rty retrellchcd 
to h11lf what it was at the last ckctw'-, 
and at pruent represents conntr:,· 
interests as n1uch as the Nationalist"-', 
united party, or Labour"-

That is the opinion expressed with regard to 
hon. mt·mbcrs opposite b, their own paper. 
This is a nice titbit-

"and is a medleY of hop-ecotch, medi­
ocre politicians, ,\,ho will diYe i1Jto any 
port for safety, incapable and futile. and 
having no object in life. ;except to draY/ 
their salary, retain their seato, and 111 
some indefinite yay hope to defeat the 
present GoYernment, when the:> ue now 
in almost as bad a minority :ts in 1915, 
and could achieve nothing in the la't 
,cssion with almost an eqnal number of 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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members in opposition, and on one occa­
sion hRd the Government in their hand5 
and could not hold it, and t.hcy arc just 
as likely to defeat the presm1t Govc·rn­
ment as they would be likely to achieve 
any good to the State if they did. 

" It has been suggested that without 
co-operation of the forces in opposition 
nothing can be achieved. 

" Loss than nothing was achieved 1vhen 
c~mditions were almost equal, as men­
tioned above, so what can be ac.hievod 
by co-operation in the present session is 
difficult to conceive, although it is quite 
conceivable that if the whole of the 
Opposition rc·signed their seflts on the 
grounds that their presence in the House 
was usuless and futile, they might achieve 
more than by retaining t.heir oeats." 

Mr. EnwARDS: Where did you got that 
paper from' 

Mr. GLEDSOJ'~: If the hon. membe,- looks 
in his bo-, ho will find one. This is the 
·:Co-operative Bulletin,'' which is supporting 
tile Country party and the Primarv Pro­
ducers' Organisation. It is incorporutOd with 
the "Farmers' Advocate" of the pros<mt 
month. 

Mr. C'ORSER: vV.ho i-; the editor? 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is stated at the e'1d of 
the paper-

" \Yholly "et up and p:·inted in Aus­
tralia by William Brooks and Companv 
(Queensland) Limited, Fortitude Va!le,:. 
Brisbane. for the publishers and proprie: 
tors. 'The Co-operative Bulletin' (Que~m­
land) Limited, Brisbane." 

It is no 'Yonder that their own papet· talks 
of them in this wav Thev are a " medlev 
of hop-scotch. meriiocre 1ooliticians" whnn 
they get np and movr> an amendment of thio 
kind, writ<.en out, I believe. bv the hon. 
member foe Burnctt, because I saw the hon. 
lYt('mbcr hand it over to the hon. m('rnbPr for 
S1 ·,nle:v. The hon. mernbcr for Btunett is, I 
under~t,;nd. the J'\o. 2 dqJuty le•HiPr of the 
Oppo::ItJon, so he ought tu have sornc~ stand­
ili€ in the Country part:·, which is so aptlv 
described by "The Co-operative Bulletin.·, 
1'f1e amendment means that the farmer'l 
should bo consultl'd, so thrtt theY will be able 
to say whether they want the Parliament of 
('uoenslancl to bring before their noticG the 
Primary Procluccrs' Organisation schcmn. 
It is a most silly amendment and one which 
:10 politician. __ if h0 knew anything a.bout the 
bwnncs." at. all, ·would move in the I--!m_1St:'. 

Mr. CORSER: Put it to a vote. 

J\1r. GLEDSO:'\: I snppose the hon. 
rne1nber is Yf'r;-· anxious tv pnt it to a vote 
no\v, but a '' 1..."ck or two ago he \Vas a':'king 
hon. InPmLers on his O\vn side to speak ii1 
order to prevent the question going to a vote 
lie no"~. wants an a~1on~ln1ent to go to ~ 
Yote whJCh ho knows rs S!llv u.nd will Lrin" 
ridicule on the House. We had the h01~ 
n>ember for ~1urrumba getting up this after­
noon and sa:n_ng that th? Council of Agricul­
ture had ach1cved nothm12: at alL ·we find 
that the hon. member, -_,ith his friends the 
?~ ationali~t<;;, -;vhom. he sits along -idc of in.st 
now and 1s S';lpportmg, for 100 years previous 
io the estabhshment of the Council of Agri­
cultnre hayc had the w.hole matter in their 
hands of brinp;ing about a better svstom of 
organisation of the farming interes( so that 
the farmcu would be abb to market their 
produce co-operatively and get the full rewlts 

fMr. Gledson. 

of their labour. What have they done> in 
those 100 years? They have done nothing 
w.hatever to improve the lot of the farmers. 

Mr. EDWARDS: We htwe established co­
operative butter factories. 

:i'.fr. GLEDSON: Directly the Government 
pass legislation to enable farmers to organise 
themselves for the purpose of co-opero.ti vely 
marketing their goods, they say the Council 
of Agriculture has done no good to the 
fu rmers of Queensland. 

Yl:r. \YARREN : Tell us v1hat the Council of 
Agriculture has done? 

Mr. GLEDSON : They say that nothing 
has been done by the Council of Agriculture 
to improve conditions in Queensland. Let 
mo read again from their own paper, which, 
by the way 1 is running do1vn the Governn1ent 
in a most unfair article here. 

:Mr. EDWARDS: Read that, too. \\'hat a 
cne-sidod man you are ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: I am going to leave it 
to members of the Opposition to read, 
because, if I use their thunder, they will 
have nothing to talk about. Dealing with 
dairying in connection with the co-operative 
movcrnent, it state::;-

" It is a matter for "·Ul·prisc that 
dairymen, and particularly the dirE'ctors 
of co-operative factories, do not seem to 
rcalif'e, ~eC'ing the good 1vork already 
accompli ·hod in their own particular 
industry, the value, to them, of success­
ful co-operation in other phasc·s of agri­
cultm·o. The huit industry at present 
is particularly in need of co-operative 
effort to c·,tablish co-operative fruit pre­
serving 'vorks. As rnany fruitgrovrers 
do not keep cow,, it is obvious that, 
with this industry prosperous, the fruit­
g;rowcrc generally would assist the dairy­
man by purchasing more butter. More­
over, increased prosperity of the fruit­
gTowcr rc"ults in the distribution of 
1nore money to the n1asses, encouraging 
the purchase of more butter by t!wm. 
The same may also be quoted of poultry 
n1en and a!Jiarists. This phase of 
eronom;.-,~ rarely, if over, induces those 
in control of co-operative dairy factories 
tD assist in any way the efforts of other 
branches to achieve what has already 
been accomp!ish0d in their own particu­
lar line of agriculture. Indeed, on occa­
"ions it. has seemed that, if not active, 
passive antagonism has been -displayed 
by eo-operative direct<Jrs to any attempts 
at co-operation which they consider the} 
are not particularly connected with." 

That is from their own paper, an-d shows 
the attitude which these gentlemen .are 
taking up. I understand that the hon. mem­
ber for Stanley is connected with a business 
which is being carried on in Queensland, 
and he gets up and moves an amendment for 
the purpose of keeping: this motion back 
and not allowing it to go before the primary 
producers. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is just what is .asked 
by the amendment. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: The amendment asks for 
a referendum of farmers on the question 
whether they will have brought before their 
notice the advantages of co-operation. What 
a silly thing to do ! If that is the extent of 
the ability of hon. members opposite on a 
Thursday afternoon, when they have the 
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opportunity of bringing forward anythino­
for the benefit of their constituents, it show~ 
that this paper is correct in its summing up 
of the Country party. 

The hon. member for Murrumba said that 
the Council of Agriculture had done nothing 
to assiot production in Queensland. At the 
present time the Council has taken control 
and helped to assist in connection with the 
sugar industry, and is working on .a scheme 
to stabilise the sugar industry in Queensland 
which will 'oave to the State thousands of 
pounds. 

Mt·. 'NARREN: That is not correct. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is correct. They are 
working on that scheme. 

Mr. BRAKD: The Sugar Board is doing 
that. 

Mr. GLEDSO:\': And tho Sugar Board is 
under the direction of the Council of Agri­
culture, and the Council of Agriculture is 
working through the Sugar Board. 

Mr. bWAY:-lE : The board is a Common­
wealth affair. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is not a question for 
the Commonwealth; it is a question which 
largely concerns Queensland. It does not 
affect th~ Commonwealth so much as it 
affects Queensland in particuhr. The Coun­
cil hao also taken action in the cotton 
industry, and i, workino- alono- tho lines of 
seeing that it is estab!i;'hed o;'; a basis that 
will be paYable to the producers. It has 
C'Stablished a voluntary pool for the sale of 
butter. 

An OPPOSITION ME}IBER: That broke down. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The voluntary pool did 
break down, because it was a voluntarv 
scheme; but tho Council has asked the Go­
vernment to assist it to form a compulsory 
pool, '<o that It will bo able to prevent pri­
vate companies from def<·,~ting the co-opera­
tive movement. The Council is there for 
the protection of the dairyman. If there had 
been no Council of Agriculture and no 
organis"1tion of the farmers, the butter 
rnarkct could have been cornered, as it \Vas 

some years ago, when the same factory toDk 
the same action. The butter producers would 
have been l0ft to the mercY of the brokers 
and the middlemen, and would have got 
nothing for their butter. 

J\Ir. WARREK: They are JStill ',at their 
mercy. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I say they are not. They 
m·o getting a fair local price for their butter. 
It is just as good as the:v can expect to get, 
or could got, and it has only been got 
ihrongh the organis>Ltion of farmers under 
the Council of Agriculture. So we could 
go on right along the line. Tho Council is 
now organising the milling industry-that is 
to be put on a basi·s so that the producers 
will be able to do something for themselves. 
The idc'l of tbe Council is that these people 
•hall control their own business in their own 
way, and not be dictated to by 1nembers of 
the Opposition, who tell them that organisa­
tion is no good. Members opposite say, "Do 
not go in for any organisation, because it is 
no good to you at .all. Keep out of it, 
because, if you organise, we shall not be 
elected. You will get men who know the 
business, men who are efficient, to represent 
you. You will send men to Parliament who 
will sit behind the Government and look 
after the interests of the primary producers 

of Queensland." That is the reason why 
hon. members opposite tell the producers not 
to organise. Directly anybody becomes 
organised and educated ho gets behind the 
great Labour movement, and so the farmers, 
when they become thoroughly organised, will 
<ee that there is only one movement for 
them, and that is the Labour movement. 
They will then sit behind this Government, 
and not send men to this House who are 
merelv in politics for the purpose of drawing 
their "pay. The Government then will have 
behind them farmers who do the1r own 
farn1ing, dairyrr1en who conduct their o.wn 
dairying, fruitgrowcrs \vho are growing 
their own fruit, agriculturists who are them­
selves performing the agricultural work of 
this State. All those people will be here to 
eoe that the men whom they repr8oCnt get a 
fair deal. and they will be abl0 to get it 
onl:· by tborough organisation. and by g:et­
ting behind the ·Government which IS helpmg 
them. I hope that this amendment will not 
be put to a vote, but that members of the 
Country party will sec the sillin0ss of. it 
and withdraw it, and allow a motion wluch 
is going to do some good for tho p_rrmary 
]Jroducors of this State to be earned, m 
order that some good work may be done. I 
hope that hon. members opposite will not 
allow the people of Queensland to see that 
tl'0v have in Parliament reprec,ontatiyes who 
,,-ili propose such a silly amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. I\'. Gillies, Enclwm): I hardly 
tbink that the Council of Agriculture 
reC]uirPs a champion in this Hou~e, J;lut, 
nevertheless it has seyeral on th1s side. 
Ilon. membcro on the other side, on the 
other hand, arc nwrel:v famous fm their 
campaign of whispering against it. The hor:. 
member for Nundah says that the Council 
of Agric,Jlturc is doing nothing. Of course, 
the wish is father tD tho thought. Because 
the Council of .\griculture was set up by a 
Labour Governn1cntJ e-very effort mu~t be 
made to condemn it. I feel wr<O ihat the Coun­
cil of Ao-riculture will go forward steadily 
J t is not going to accomplish great things 
in a da v or a vYcek, or a ~rear, but the work 
of the" provisional Council of Agr!culture 
nnd the permanent Council of Agnculture 
alreody deserves the gratitude not only of 
the farmer3 hnt aho of all members on both 
sides of the Houee who are Queonslanders. 

At 5.20 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The SECRET_\.RY FOR AGRICULTURE': 
Thoro is an old Scotch saying that I us_ed 
to hear mv mother repeat when I was quite 
voung. n.nd which mv colleague the Secretary 
for Public \Vorks brings b·ock to my memory 
-namelv "Fools and bairn' should not see 
a job wh~n it is half dun~." There is another 
se":ving that can be applied very strongly to 
the Opposition, and that I's. " There are two 
classes of people in the world-those who do 
things and those who .c:·itic!'se." . I_t. is the 
function of the OppositiOn to cnticiso. I 
do not object to them ha·1ing that privilege 
if it gives them any satisfaut!'on. but I do 
strongly object, as a Queenslander and as 
one who desires to see agricultqre placed 
on a sound footing, to thc:c€· attempts to 
belittle and discredit the Ccuncil of Agri­
culture in connection with the good work 
it is doing. I particularly object to the 
insinuati'ons made from time> to time on 
the five Government representatives who are 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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doing particularly good work on that Council. 
'The hon. member for Barcoo this afternoon 
nh'ntionccl the work that :Ylr. Storv has done 
for the Council of Agriculture. 'I venture 
to say that, if ::\lr. Story was pensioned off 
to-morrow on a pension of £1,000 per annum 
from now uutil the time of his death, the 
taxpayers in Queensland, particularly the 
primary proclur'lrs, would still be indebted 
tu him for the good work ho has done in 
laying the foundation of this great schrmo 
of agrif·nltural organisation. rrhen, we hayo 
the Raihva v Co_mmis.~ioner. 1\lr. Davicbon, 
who makes· it his business 'to bo prc~ent at 
the Council rneetings. I a1n particularly 
pleased aul gratified with the attitude that 
.}lr. David,on takes up. When the reprc­
scntati\·es of the farn10rs get up at the 
Council rnectings and ask for sorno consiclera.­
tion with regard to refrigerating cars, con­
cessiow' on freights, wayside stations, etc. 
bett"r fc~cilitics for the c·arri~ge ef crean1: 
).Jr. DaYidson n1akcs a note of 1t, and u'mally 
those conc(~ssiolls arc granh•d. I arn infornted 
b, the Secretary for Raib, a vs that the con­
e~." ~-.:>ions grantecf to farn1ers in~ Queensland last 
,. car amounted to ovo· £200,000. Then w~ 
have ::.,.Jr. Short, the general rnanager of 
Centr'tl Sugar l\Iills, \vho is an honorar~,'" 
member of the Council. His knowledge ·'s 
vPry valuable in a~sisting in the work of 
1he Council. Ho attends the Council mcot­
i .g:·s at ver,, considerable inconvenience to 
hiu~~P;f, Lcc:tusc at the present tin1e, being 
the ~h lirman of tho Sugar Board, there is a 
eun,rclcrnb!o tax on his time. 'Then we ha,,•, 
).lr. Gra ha1n. There is not a rnan in tho 
~Cl_'Yiet} of Queensland lwld in higher estoern 
by the farmers, particulwrly the dairy 
fnr:.Iers, thrtn l\lr. Gral~>11n. He attends 
tho.'" meetings at all times. He attend,, as 
cbairnHln of the Da.irv Con11nittee tvhich IS 

one of the standing (;Ornrnittc.:~ uf the 
Council He i· kept particularl:r busy in 
frannr1g >ehenres for the stabilisation of 
J.uttc•r price'· .::nd for herd te,ting, and all 
P!anner of tlnngc, connected \'.-ith the drtirv 
industry. J:\1r. Qnodling, likewise, at vor;, 
~·re at pPrs(~nal inconveninnco attends to givG 
t'>,:pnt advice. 'Th·· State of Queenslan,l 
:;;honlrl lJo grateful to those public servants 
'' ho form part of the Council of Agriculture. 

::,rr. Consr:R: \Vhat about the fanners' 
ropr0.::leD ta tiYt '"? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'GRE: 
I am coming to that-the fanncr3' ropresoHta­
ti.Yes domir,mto the position. They represent 
nu c.Len Dretnct .Councils, und they are doing 
[OOd work hkmnse-the'' arc giYing of their 
best to the farmor3' cause. It does not become 
hon. membel·s opposite who claim to be th~ 
friends o£ the farmer and who represent farm­
ing constituencies to take adyantagf' of Thurs­
day afternoon to move a rnolion and suggest 
th..tt the Council of ,\gricu:turc has done noth­
ing·. I want to tell the House a few things 
that the Council of Agricuhure has done, and 
what it has encloavoured to do. Let me 
rpmind hon. members ag·a.in that the Council 
of Ag:riculture cannot bring heaven upon 
r>n rth rn one t:hort year or in two short years. 
'These old institutions have grown up, the 
old habits haYC been formed, and they have 
to be broken down and a new system brought 
into existence, and it is impossible for any 
body of human beings to bring about the 
reform that "·e desire in the short space of 
one or two years. J\1r. Macgregor is at pre­
sent preparing his annual report. I rang 
him up this afternoon and told him that 

[Hon. lV. 1Y. Gillies. 

there was an hon. member in this Chamber 
criticising the Council of Agriculture, and 1 
a, k•d him to send down a list of tho things 
that the Council has done. I think the list 
"·h:c:I he ha supplied to me is considerably 
out of date, because all the up-to-date infor­
Juation "~iH be contajw:d in his r~port, tvhich 
I hope to table in a few days. I want 'o 
remind the Opposition of some things that 
the Council has done O'r has attemptccl to do. 
Lecause it has failed to bring a bout those 
thin;l's "hich the farmers of Queensland 
wonld like. which the Govnnmcnt 1\ould 
like, and 1vhich the Oppo, ition would like, is 
tl1at. am· rea,nn wh1· it should be condemned, 
critici;;;t__:vd, or discoln·aged in the good \VOrk 
it is doing'? Let me run over this list of 
the undertakings which the Council has 
·Ldtl~!npted. I will come back and deal with 
each itern separately. In so:ne of tlr: things 
1L has played a very imr1ortani part. This 

some of the work it has attempted-

" 1. Support of continuance of the sugar-­
agrcenlont and netvsp.aper propaganda to 
this end. 

" 2. A scheme for handling and market­
ing of maize about to be reported on by 
an engineering expert. 

"3. Scheme of fodder con:,cl'\ ation. 
"4. Stabilis,,tion of butter prices and 

ofTec' to ·victoria to "1-opHate by the­
sending of Queen~land rcpre·-Cllt .tive''· 

"5. ~..\dvocac~,~ of co-operative lcgisl:t~ 
lion. 

" 6. l_Tnifor:_r systern of accountancy in 
d~iry factories. 

"7. UnifO'rm s'·stem of payment by 
dairy factoriP3. 

" 8. A producers' scheme for metro-
politan milk supply. 

'' 9. Sf'hcrna for to:Eato pooL 
'- 10. SclH~lne for alTO\Yroot pool. 
·' 11. Ach·ocac,': of increas~cl Lriff duty 

on South Afric:m maize. 
'" 12. Consideration of lJl'Opo~als for 

c __ tcl~~ioll of tho provisions of the ,_·o­
oporatiYo Agricultural Production ~nd 
..._:\.-dvances to Fanners Acts, and evolving 
of a scheme of rural cmdit. 

'' 13. A cun1paign to den1onstrate th· 
efficiency of advertising to create a 
stronger demand for local products. 

" 14. Encouragerrront of the use of 
Fertiliser, and Fertili.,ors Art regulations. 

" 15. The purchase of fertili· ers an:! 
fnrr:l in1plernont3 through co-op·.ratrYe 
channels, 

'' 16. Pnblicitv and propaganda 
acti vi tics re hc1~d tt:sting. 

" 17. Relief of farlll{:rs fron1 income 
t•,x. 

"18. Advococy of preparation of pbns 
for dairy buildings. 

" 19. Investigating improYed cream 
container. 

"20. Investigating the export trade m 
eggs. 

" 21. Suggesting 
horse-breccling. 

"22. Co-operative 
and bulls. 

in1proven1cnts in 

purchase of dallionc, 

'' 23. Suggesting improven1cnts in tho 
beef trade. 

"24. Suggestions re cornbat of fruit B,v 
in Stanthorpe district. 
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" 25. Recommendation of regulations 
undr>r the Fruit Cases Act. 

" 26. Protection of insectivorous birds. 

" 27. Scheme for supply and distribu­
tion of bags. 

"28. Recommendation of n1arketing 
standards of various fruits. 

" 29. Hail and frost insurance. 

" 30. Advocrtcy of reduced freighto on 
fruit cons·ignrncnts. 

" ~1. Advocacy for the appointment of 
additional entomologists and a vegetable 
pathologist. 

" 32. Action to keep young fruit trees 
true tD name and type. 

" 33. Publication of official organ for 
the Council." 

r.1r. BRAKD: All those questions \Vere pro­
mulgttted in another place. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That cl 1 ., not matter. The Council of Agri­
culture ha n1ade a Yery irnportant start in 
fon.·arding this movement. \Yith regard to 
the sugar af~Tcc ncr::.L I sincerely regret to say 
that the Council has gone down on that. -:\h. 
Forde, M.H.R., speaking iu the Federal 
l'arliament, pointeJ out that the Council of 
Agriculture recommended that there should 
b(~ a fi ~~o ye=trs' agrc ernent, but that has not 
been agn:cd to bv the Cornrnon"\YCalth Go\ ern­
rncnt, thankS' to. the Countr) i._JUl'tV and the 
I\a,tional ]T .rty in the Federal P~rli::tincnt_ 
\\]Jo could haYe vrocurcd a f-i\TC years' agree­
llJcnt if they had so wished. The failure to 
S(·curu that agre'"nlcnt is no fault of the 
CounciL It has continuonslv ach ocated the 
principle of a white Austrafia. the pn'nciple 
ot: a .1chite ~ng~tr indu~try, and the opcLtbon 
of a sugar agrce1nent r xtending over a tcnn 
of fiye years. 

L0t me now deal with tho question of 
mall\:(1 ting n~aize. I a1n pleased to be able 
to t>)! this Houoc that the Go,·ernmont ha\"e 
now in 'utnd a very beneficial scheme. \Ye 
ha YC prctctically accepted a contract for the 
cn'ction of mai.:P gilos on the Atherton Ta.ble­
land-which is the lugc t maizegrowing dis­
t~·ict in th':2 CoGHr:onwcalth-costing about 
£60.000 to £70,000. \Ye have ao-reed to the 
creatio11 of n !naize pool for a btcnn of ten 
yca1·· The soldier settlement thoro will, in 
n1y OIJilJion, be an ahsoluto :~uccess and an 
object lc,son to other parts of Australia as 
tc \Y

1L"t can be done bJ a maize pool c,nd a 
r!l'Ol'Cr 8,1 ~t''ffi of handling and storing Inaizc. 
The Council o£ Agriculture has advocated 
that sch~m~, and, indeed, it was on Mr. 
l\l~cgrcgo1·'s ach·icc that tho Governn1ont 
nc~optcd the scheme. 1\Ir. l\1acgrcgor, as 
Illl'ector of the Council of Agriculture is 
sr-cond to nonn in Australia a" an autho~·ity 
on bulk handh'ng _of grain. He has had very 
\nde expr nem•c m that particular phase of 
the industr ·, and his advice has been useful 
and the G0Ycrnn1cnt, actin(}' on his advice' 
ha vo decided to approve ~f a ten years; 
ma1ze pool m the Atherton district and a 
~chemc. for the p~·oper handling, drying, and 
rnarkctmg o£ mmze. 

A ,-cry comprehensive scheme was placed 
before the Gm·ernment with regard to fodder 
conscrYatiou. Indeed nothing is 1nore ilnpor­
tant than water and fodder conservation. 
Tho,e two things have been concentrated on 
by the Council; and yet we have an hou 

gentlen1an \vho has been five n1inutE'.:5 in this 
Chamber getting up in his place and saying 
thal "there is a feeling that the Council of 
Agriculture is doing nothing!" That feeling 
ho wouid like to spread, and causF dissensicEl 
a·'d possibly make this scheme fail, notwith­
elanding that the Country part;.· are claiming 
that it is a plank of their platform aDd are 
alleging that the Government stole a plan!< 
of their platform. Last sec.sion the then 
le" dcr of the Opposition said, amongst other 
things, that it was a. plank of the Country 
p:uty platform. Ho said many other things 
"s well, but he said that. 

Let me deal '' ith the advor,,cy of co-opera­
tive legislation which has been dealt with 
by the Council of ),gricultnre. The Council 
has giyen a. lot of a-:_,sistance in fraruing a 
Bill which I hope will be introducr·l into this 
House in the c-ourse of the next two or three 
weeks to give power-as I said the other 
night-to do all and more than is intended 
in the motion mbmitted by the hon. member 
for Burnett. That is tho power to form 
co-operative associations or cc.-opcrative com­
panies with or without sharG capital to deal 
with the manufacture; markctins, buying-, 
and selling of their requirements. I do not 
think an:·thing will be more complete than 
the attempt at co-operative legislation as 
proyided in that Bill. Th0 Council of Agri­
culture has played a very important part in 
assisting me in promulgding that scheme, 
vet >'.'e hear statements made that it is doing 
llothing. 

Mr. LOGAX: You would not take those 
atggestions from us when :_ve made them to 
you. 

The SECHETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE: 
:\ot when hon. members had no concise idea 
o£ \Yhat they required or of economicc. A 
uniform svstem of accountancy and book· 
kc,eping for dairy factories is also being 
considerf'd and nearing con1plction. I do 
not kno'>'.' ,,·hothor the hon. member for 
Cooroora is present, bu,t few hon. n1etnbcrs 
ha ye a bel tor knowledge of the dairying 
industrc than that hon. member. This 
schemeo is just about to be accepted by the 

butter factories. and it must 
[5.30 p.m.] appeal to him and to any other 

practical man engaged in the 
\vork of co-operative factories. Having man­
aged a co-operative croaine.t'Y in Now South 
\Vales at one time, it appeals to me 
personally as a very important matter. The 
Council has also considered the matter of a 
uniform system of paYment by dairy factories; 
a scheme for the metropolitan milk supply; 
a scheme for a tomato pool and an arrow­
root pool, besides many other things which 
ha Ye been brought into existence by it. The 
Ccuncil has also plo.yed a very important 
part in the advocacy of increased tariff duty 
on maize imported from South Africa. As 
the representative of an electorate in which 
a large quantitv of maize is produced, I 
want to thank the Council on the measure of 
success it has achieved as a result of its 
nc!Yocacv. It ras also had under Considera· 
tion proposals for the extension of the pro· 
visions of the Co-operative Agricultural Pro­
duction and Advances to Farmel"· Act and 
for evolving a schen,e of rural credits. 

i\Ir. CORSER: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the Secretary for Agri­
culture in order in dealing with the Co· 
operative Agricultural Production and 

Mr. Corser.] 
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Advances to Farmers Act and other matters 
irrelevant to the motion in view of the fact 
that he has already spoken twice previously 

·on this motion, and is defending something 
we have not abused? 

The SPEAKER: The Secretary for Agri­
culture has not previously spoken to the 
motion. He is at libertv to deal either with 
the motion or the amendment. The Minister 
has not previously spoken, so far as my 
record shows. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I have not spoken on the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Secretary for Agri­
culture has not spoken on the original 
motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I hav~ not spoken on the amendment. 

Mr. CORSER: Have you not spoken on the 
original n1otion? 

Mr. ROBERTB: The Minister has spoken on 
the motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am going to accept the Speaker's dictum 
and not that tlf members of the Opposition. 
I will, hmvevcr, confine my remarks to the 
anH:!ndn1ent. 

The SPEAKER: 'I'he Secretary for Agri­
culture is at liberty to speak on either the 
motion or the amendment, as he has not 
already spoken on them. 

Mr. EDvV ARDS : I rise to a point of 
order. You yourself, Mr. Speaker, admitted, 
when the Ministe1· spoke on the amendment 
on the lnst occasion, that vou had not known 
previously that he had spoken on the original 
motion. 

Mr. CORSER: I raised the point. The 
Minister know> it. 

Mr. \Vrx~TAt:LEY: He hae not spoken on 
this amendment. 

The SP EAI<jER : Order ! Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
"ill confine cny remarks to the amendment. 
Mr. RoBERTS: Look at "Hansard," page 

365, and yoa will find that the Minister spoke 
previously. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I rose particuhrly to defend the Council of 
Agriculture, of which I have the honour to 
be chairman, and which I have taken a 
prominent part in bringing into existence, 
and to refute the suggestion that the Council 
is doing nothing. I have read a list of 
some things it has done, in support of my 
contention, and I am not going to labour 
that question. I just want to r:rive a few 
testimonies r<''eived from outside Queens­
land to show that the Council of Agriculture 
is exciting attention in other parts of the 
world. 

Mr. l'\mT: You have taken the advice of 
the Council of Agriculture on all matters 
except their advice on the amendment of the 
Industrial Arbitration Act. 

The SECRET \RY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I will debate that question with the hon. 
member on any platform, preferably on a 
platform in the hon. member's electorate. 
Mr. B. Marsh, managing director, Farmers' 
l'\ational Council, Bliss Buildings, Washing­
ton, United Stiltes of America, wrote to the 

[1J1r·. Corser. 

Department of Agriculture on the 4th 
January last-

" Mr. M. R. Harrison, Editor of the 
' Producers' Review,' snggested to me 
that I write you requesting from you 
information as to what is being done by 
the Government of Australia to help the 
farmers He savs that the Labour Go­
,·ernme~t has adopted the policy of the 
'Producers' Review.' " 

The desired information and literature was 
sent on 14th February, and Mr. Marsh 
acknowledged as follows :-

" I acknowledge with thanks your let~er 
of 14th February and the inf0rmatwn 
therein contained. 

"\Ve have been very fortunate in 
having Mr. M. R Harrison in the city 
for a few days and he has given us a 
yast amount of information as to the 
Government control of sugar and your 
compulsory wheat pool." 

\nother gentleman, i.he Hon. J. \V. Penning­
ton Assistant Minister of Agriculture, Mel­
bo~rne, wrote to me on 6th June asking-

" I am given to understand that the 
Queensland Government has made a 
grant of something like £25,000 to the 
Agricultural Council, and that. tlus 
covers inter alia the expenditure mcur­
red i~ the fun~tioning of your State 
Advisory Dairy Board. 

" I shall be glad if you ,,m advise me 
how the Council was constituted. If by 
~'l.ct of Parliament, I shall be pleased to 
receive a copy of the Act togethe_r with 
any other information you can g1ve me 
on the subject." 

l supplied the information, and received the 
following letter in repl:· :-

" I desire to acknowledge receipt of 
yours of 11th instant together with the 
literature forwarded under cover. rela­
tive to the origin and present position of 
the Queensland Council of Agriculture, 
and wish to thank you for the very full 
manner in which you have explained the 
subject. 

"'I'ho information which you have 
been good enough to furnish is most 
informative and will prove very useful 
to me." 

Mr. ,<J. H. Hay, Deputy Commissio·ner, 
DPpartmont of Agriculture, State of. Minne­
sota, also wrote from the State cap1tal, St. 
l'aul, congratulating us on \vhat we have 
done in organising the farmers. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! I find 
that the hon. gentleman has already spoken 
to the motion. 

Mr. CoRSER: And also to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER : If I made an error pre­
viously, I regret it. (Hear, hear!) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I \vill confine my remarks to the amendment. 
Mr. F. H. Bartlett, "Fairleigh,'' Rous, New 
South Wales, wrote on the 26th June, 1923-

" Hearing so much in favour of the 
Queensland Primary Products Pools 
Act, I am writing to ask if you would 
kindly send me a copy. I am told it will 
materially assist in stabilising the Com­
monwealth butter prices." 
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The following letter, dated the 11th July, 
hrrs now been received from Mr. Bartlett-

" I sincerely thank you for so kindly 
f?rwa;·ding sue~ a lot of useful informa­
tive literature. 

Mr. Frank S. Swain. who is a brother of 
the present Director of Forests and a retired 
English farmer, wrote a letter to the Brisbane 
"Courier" on 7th July, 1923-

Mr. SrzER: What has that to do with the 
amendment? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
In this letter he stated-

" 1· am satisfied that the Premier, who 
rrccorded me a most patient hearing, is 
in sympath~~ vvith my. views, as are also 
the Minister of Agnculture and other 
Ministers with whom I came in touch. 
Their agricultural policy is a revelation 
to me." 

'' The Council of Agriculture, the pool 
system, rrnd the perpetual lease system 
are novelties to me, but all seem to 
further the interests of the man on the 
land." 

There is no further need for me to quote 
tc<timonies in support of what the Council 
of Agriculture has done. The hon. member 
for l\'Iurrumba stated this afternoon that 
agriculture has not progressed in Queens­
land during the last few years. I do not 
want tD weary the Chamber with many 
detailP, but I just want to get these figures 
into " Hansard" to show what progress agri­
culture has reallY made since the advent to 
power in this State of the Labour party. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle. 
man is not in order in d'iscueging that matter. 
He must confine his remarks to the amend­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I want to get the figures into " Hansard." 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
11urrumba has not spoken on this amend­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I bow to your ruling, Mr. Speaker, but I 
will certainly take the very first opportunity 
of refuting the statement made by the hon. 
member for Tvlurrumba that agriculture has 
not progrP,sed in Queensland; and that 
statement will be supported by the figures 
which I will produce. I will furnish evidence 
to prove that the production of butter. sugar, 
meat, wheat, wool, and almost every agri­
cultural commodity has progressed, in some 
cases more than twofold, botb in price and 
volume, since the Labour party came into 
power in Queensland. 
GovERX~1ENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (Jfr. X ott's amendment) be so added­
put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G P. 
, Barnes, W. H. 

Brand 
, Clayton 

Corser 
Costello 

, Deacon 
, Edwards 

Kelso 
Kerr 

AYES, 22. 
Mr. King 

, Logan 
, Maxwell 
, Moore 
, Nott 
, Roberts 
, Sizer 
, Swayn~ 

Taylor 
,, Vowles 
, Warren 

Tellers: Mr. Clayton and Mr. J"ogan. 

Mr. Barber 
Brennan 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Collins 

, Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Foley 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley 
Huxham 
Hynes 
Jones 
Kirwan 

NoEs, 35. 

:VIr. I"and 
Larcombe 

, Lloyd 
!lfcCormack 
McLachlan 
Mullan 

,, Payne 
Pease 
Pollock 
Riordan 
Smith 
Theodore 
\Veir 

, "\Vellington 
Wilson 

, \Vinstanley 
, Wright 

Tellers: Mr. Bruce unc1 Mr. Pr_:aSl'· 

PAIR. 
Aye--J\Ir. Prtrie. No-Mr. Gilday. 

Resolv·ed in the negative. 
Mr COSTELLO (Camarvon): I cam.>Dt 

understand why the hon. member for IpswJCh 
has attempted to move an amendment on the 
mao:nificont motion submitted by the hon. 
member for Burnett. The motion is very far­
rcaehing, and is just what the hrmers ar.e 
looking for and asking the Conned of Agn­
culture to give them. I think the hon. mem­
ber's attitude is somewhat similar to that 
taken up by him last session when he got. up 
and talked for about an hour on the eradica­
tion of prickly-pear. He knew just about as 
much on that question as he knows about the 
scheme that the Government have introcluced. 
It do·es not reflect very much cred1t on the 
G0 ,·ernment to select such a representative 
to move this amendment. Evidently they 
could not secure a man who actually repre­
sented agricultural interests. ·what is the 
idea of seeking to divert the motiOn of the 
hon. member for Bumc-tt? The Government 
have already got nineteen paid org.anisc>rs 
workino- among the producers and telling the 
farmer; all about this good Act of the present 
Labour Government. 

::}lr. PEASE: vVhat do you think of it? 
:Mr. GOSTELLO : I think it is a great piec·e 

of impudence on the part of the movec of 
the amendment to suggest that it is roqu;red. 
The Government say that thes<? nine1 een 
organisers are paid by them, but, afte_r all, 
the taxpayers arc the ones who are paymg. 

It is due to the House to r oject the amend· 
ment. I am sure it is not desired by the 
producei:s themselves. It is introduced merely 
to dcstrov the meaning of the motion uf the 
hon. me~~bor for Burnett. A good deal has 
been said as to what the Council of Agri­
culture has reall.v done towards helping; the 
[lroducers and helping co-operation, and this 
afternoon we had an hon. member on the 
Government side quoting from a new publica­
tion called the "Co-operative Bulletin." 
There is a little article in that paper, on page 
8, headed "Thcodore's Organising Joke," 
and it may be of interest to hon. members if 
I quote a ·short extract from that article. It 
says-

" Premier Thcodore savs that he is 
. going to reduce the costs between the 
producer and consumer." 

That is what he told the farmers all through 
the political campaign. (Government inter­
jections.) They do not like to hear ab~:mt 
'· Theodore's Organising Joke." The article 
continues-

" Let us see how it works out. Up 
to the present some £30,000 has been 

Mr. Costello.] 
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expended in prm·iding an additJ'onal host 
of intermediaries superfluous and dupli­
cated literature, 'and the higher price to 
the producer and the lowm· cost to the 
consumer, is still a dream, to be foretold 
by the numerous paid agents crc,rtcd by 
the organising hoax.'' 

I think this article is quite right. It is a 
hoax. A reduced price between the consumer 
and the producer, so far as Queensland is con­
cerned, is a hoax. W· have paid away £30,000 
-I am not complaining about that; £30,000 
would bo nothing if we had accomplished 
something-we have paid away £30,000, and 
we have accomplished nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt;LTURE: ::\Ir. 
Ranger will get your seal p next time. 

Mr. COSTELLO: The hon. gentleman had 
better be careful or somebody will get his 
scalp next time. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. meruber 
may quote from an article which is relevant 
to his argument, but he must not interpc-late 
a' he is doing. 

Mr. COSTELLO: \Ve must oppo.,e the 
«mendment moved bv the hon. member for 
Ips" ich. as it is ridicul·ous. Fancy this g·oing 
out to the farmer! The farmers have "''ry 
little time to stud} tlrcc,e things. \Yhen hon. 
m ember.· on this side, who represent the 
fanner.', introduc something which will be of 
benefit to the primary producers \\0 have it 
,_;poilt by a rncrnbcr \vho rep10scnts a fe\v 
wdustrios in the suburbs of Ipswich-T ,,·as 
going to say in the 8lurns of Ipsv,lch, ~)ut I 
would not refer to Ipswich in such a dis­
rospoc:ful way. \Yhat objection can the,·o be 
tc referring the matter to the local proc1u< crs 
so that they may have an opportnnity of 
ca•:ing what they think about the whole tlnng? 
\,-)1y not trust the producors? 

ThEe SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1iLTl:RE: Are ·.·ou 
talking to the amendment or tho motion'·· 

Mr. COSTELLO: I am talking to the 
amendment. 

The SPK\KER: Order ! 

::VIr. COSTELLO: I have a right to .speak 
to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. COSTELLO: I wish to voice my objec­
tion to tho amendment moved by the hon. 
mernber for Ips\vich, which really ridicules 
the farmers and makes tlF'm look as if thov 
\\-·ore n10re " kids." \V e have nineteen paid 
organisers going round the country adv;sing 
the producerc; yet Government m embers want 
to pa ·3 a resolution through Parliament 
ad,·ising the producers to join this organisa­
tion. Member.; of the Country party w this 
House have advised them, and I have advised 
them on t!JG public platform, to got into the 
Prin1ary Producers, Organisation. That is 
more than the hon. member for Ro,ewood 
i game to do. He was not game to g·et up 
and adviso the farmers of Rosewood to get 
into the organisation. I told thorn that tho 
Prirnary Producers' Organisation was the best 
thing for them, and as the farmers have 
asked us to make the organisation a workable 
ono, why should we spoil the motion moved 
by the hon. member for Burnett by an amend­
ment such as has boon proposed when we 
dready have organisers going round pointing 
out tho necessity of joining up with the organ­
isation? As repr-esenting the farming inter­
ests hon. member' on this side have advised 
the farmers to join up. This amendment is 

[llir. Costello. 

ridiculous and I am going to oppose it, and 
I think every fair-minded man inc this House 
\Yho has the interests of the agricultural indus­
trv at heart w·ill also oppose it to the utmost. 
Do not trv to ridicule the farmers, as is being 
done in this hmendment. The hon. member 
for Roscwood may smile, but he is not in a 
position to know the condition of the farmers 
to-dav. :::Vlanv of them aro not in a position 
to m~et their,liabilitics, and wh' should they 
worry about this tinpot amendment which the 
Go;-crnmont have added to the motion'? If 
hon. members on this side ,,-ho represent the 
agricultural industry do not bring this matter 
b.foro the farmers, who will bring it forward? 
I ask hon. members to join with the Country 
party in opposing the amendment. When 
the Premier called the conference some 
o:·ighteen months ago ho prorniscJ the fnnners 
that he would roduce the costs between the 
producer and the consumer, and this organ­
isation wa"> supposed to bnng that about. 
I ask, in the name of justice, if there is any­
thing that the Government can point to \Yhich 
sho,cs that they have reduced thf" costs between 
the producer and the consumer? Nothing 
at all ! 

.1t ,v ]J.m., tlze flouse, in actordance 1cith 
Se,')sirJnat Order, proceeded 1citlt Government 
bit8inr ss. 

I:\"DVSTRIAL ARBITRATIO::'-ol ACT 
AMENDillE::'--lT BILL. 

THIRD READI~G. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
(lion. IY. Forgan Smith, Jiaclwy): I beg to 
ll10YC-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

il!r. MOORE (..J.ubigny): I callod ":'--lot 
formal " to this Bill this afternoon, because 
I desire to record an emphatic protest 
against the portion of th0 Bill which includes 
thD20 persons cnga~ed in ,don1cstic service 
and per.sons en1ploycd in 'vork such as is 
usuallv carried on in farn1ing operations on 
dairy ~ fanns, fruit farn1s, or agricultural 
farm~. 13elie,'ing as I do that the present 
conditions oLtaining in those industries do 
uot enable those on gaged in t.hc1n tD bear a 
heavier burden than they now carry, and 
believing that it will cause a considerable 
increase in periodical unemployment, a'!d 
will aloo mean a considerable decrease m 
[l'Oduction, b•··,ides seriously militating 
a o-ainst the closer settlement of our lands, 
nZ.d an increase in country population. which 
is J urgently required, I intend to vote 
against the third reading. I have received 
letters from thirty-five Local Producers' 
Associations in various parts of tho Downs 
and below the range--

Mr. CoLLIXS: Impired by your party. 

::VIr. MOO RE: I desire to say that none 
of them has boen inspired at all. They 
were sent to me quite spontaneously. The 
Local Producers' Associations have met--

The HO)!E SECRETARY: A very fine tribute 
b the Primary Producers' Organisation 
.sch8n1e ol the Government. 

Mr. MOORE: They have passed resolu­
tions at their meetings, which they have 
forwarded to me and asked me to protest 
against this Bill 'being passed. The concli­
tions of the farming community are such 
that thev are unable to bear the burden of 
the IndListrial Arbitration Act. 
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The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 
desire a large oection of the population to 
be industrially outlawed. That is your pro­
position. 

Mr. MOO RE: I am quite entitled to u1ake 
a protest against the passage of this Bill. 
Irrespective of what the Minister's opinion 
may be, we have our own opinion. An 
organisation has been formed, organised as 
the Minister said, by the Premier. The 
Local Producers' Associations have held 
meetings and passed resolutions, which they 
have sent down to me. One of the com­
munications states, " Be firm; stop the Bill 
at all costs." I am endeavouring to enter 
a protest against this Bill being passe-d. IV e 
intend to vote ag·ainot it. I realise that 
r:umbers are against us, and that we have 
Jl{) chance of stopping it if the Minister 
desires to put it through; but the Bill ·will 
not be for the benefit of the Stah· It will 
press too hardly upon those engaged in thc·.e 
industries who have at the present time so 
much to bear. I wish the 1\Iinister vvould 
defer the pa·.sage of the measure until he 
can get further information with regard to 
the condition of these industries to-da v. and 
as to whether they c1·n bear the con~fitions 
vvhich will be imposed upon them under this 
n1easure. 

:\lr. EDW ARDS (Xanango): I desire to 
support the hon. member for Aubigny in his 
protest against the forcing of this measure 
upon the primary producers at this stage. 
As I said the other night in connection with 
this matter, this is not a time to pas·" such 
legislation in this State. If the Minister 
realised whrtt i" happening in many countr.c: 
districts in Queensland. he would be making­
every effort to assist thPse people, instead of 
tr:~·ing to impose heavier burdens on them at 
the present time. Considering their prt'ent 
difficulties, I maintain that it is bo,md to 
hav-e a bad effect on primary production. 
and t herdore I think the leader of the 
Country party is justified in making a defi­
nite protest against this measure going 
through the House. The Government state 
that they are going to do everything they 
can in 1 he interests of the primary pro­
ducers. If anybody will tell me that this 
Bill is goi_ng to do anything in the interests 
of the pnmary producers, all I can say is 
that he does not know anything about it. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order in making a second 
reading speech. He will be in order in pro­
te·cting and voting against the third reading. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I desire to protest 
against thi's measure as ·doing something 
which is not in the best interests of the 
primary producers of this State. 

Mr. COLLINS: vVo . represent them over 
hero. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I am satisfie·d that the 
hon. member has deceived them un to this 
time-not represented them. I think the 
Minister will be well adviser', in reconsider­
ing the matter and placing it before the 
primary producers and letting them decide 
whether the Bill 1vill be in the interests of 
primary production and the welfare of the 
State of Queencc]and. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningharn): I wish to 
make my protest against the application of 
this Bill to the farming industries, and par­
ticularly to the Downs and my own district. 
Before introducing such a measure, the 
Government shou:d make sure that the people 
concerned had asked for it and that it was 

going to affect the primary industries to a 
grca ter extent than they could bear. Two 
classes are going to bo affected, the farmer 
and the working man, and I am quite sure 
it will work more harshly against the work­
ing man than against the farmer, both at 
the present time and for some time to come. 
There is a scarcity of work now. Men are 
being kept on at the present time, although 
the industries ca;mot keep going and it does 
not pay to retain them; but, when a farmer 
has to find work at a high rate' of wage, then 
ho will certainly pay off such a man right 
away. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: You are on the side of 
slavery on that side of the House. 

1\Ir. DEACON: We are not There is no 
greater slavery than putting the working man 
in the position of having to ask for rations 
in order to keep himself and his family alive. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is sla,·ery. 
:!\Ir" KERR: \:Vorso than siaverv. 
Mr. DEAC0.1\: I am qmte s~re that the 

Bill will do a great deal more injury to the 
farming industry than any good it "ill ·do to 
any class engaged in it. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): I wish to 
enter my protest against the third reading 
of this BilL The rural induotries of Queens­
land to-day--

Tho SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow 
the hon. member to make a second reading 
speech. 

Mr. COSTELLO : I enter a protest-an 
emphatic protest-against the third ~·eading 
of the Brll. I appeal to the Mrmc•ter-I 
appeal to the Government-to consider the 
position of the unfortunate people who will 
be affected, both farmer and farm employee. 
They are going to be deprived of their live­
lihood by the introduction of this legislation. 

A GoVERKoJEXT J'vlE}IBER: How will it affect 
thom? 

Mr. COSTELLO: I ask the :Minister to be 
fafr and to be just. The GoYcrnment have 
alreadv created a Prin1arv Producers' 
fh-<rani"sation, and I ask why do· they not refer 
this matter to that body? They should ask 
that organisation if the industries aro in such 
a poc,ition that they can stand being brought 
under the Industnal Arbitration Act. 'l'.he 
Primary Producers' Organisation is t.he only 
o'le in Queensland to-day. The farmcrc> ha.ve 
disbanded all their other organisations and 
they have grasped this Nle which the Go­
\'f'l"nrnent have promised them. They have 
spent a good deal of money in connection 
with it. I ask t.he Government to withhold 
th·' third reading of this Bill until a decision 
has been obta.ine.d from that organisar.icn. 

Mr. SWAYNE IJ[irani): I intend to vote 
against the third, reading of this Bill. not 
be,~ a use I am opposed to the princi pie of 
arbitra1ion so far as it concerns bona fide 
trade unions, but because I object to the 
tyranny of being compelled to join a 
political association as the price of earning 
one's livelihood. I have here the rules of the 
Australian Workers' Union. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 'l'he hon. 
gentleman had ample opportunity to speak 
on this Bill during the second reading and 
Committee stages. He can protest against 
the third read1ng of the Bill, but I cctnnot 
allow him to make a second reading speech. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I do not consider that I 
fllil making a second reading spe-ech. It is 
e>nly fair that I should be permitted to give 

Mr. Swayne.] 



510 Industrial Arbitration [ASSEMBLY.] Act Amendment Bill. 

my reasons for voting against the thir·d read­
ing of this Bill. I find, a.<Jcording to the rules 
of some of those union bodies, t.ha t the 
employees in the industry will be compelled 
to join unions which are political in their 
objective. I have the rules here which say 
that their objective is " the collective owner­
ship of the means of production, distribution, 
and exchange." I do not think it is a fair 
thing that, before a man can accept a job, 
he must belong to such a socialistic body, th:< t 
is, if he conscientiously believes it to be 
wrong. I also see that, according to the •rule-, 
he can be compelled to subscribe to the 
expenses of political candidates. Surely a 
man should be allowed to take a job without 
being wmpelled to subscribe to the political 
expenses of any party or any candidate whose 
views he disagrees with. The grossest tyranny 
is to compel a man, before he is allowed to 
work, to subscribe to the expenses of a party 
or support a candidate with whom he does 
rwt agree, or to support a newspe.per the 
policy of which he does r.ot approve. This 
Bill will extend that vicious principle, and I 
o!:,ject to its extension to another hod:;· of 
workers, and therefore I, oppose the third 
reading of this Bill. " 

Mr. LOGAN (Locky• r): As the representa­
tive of a farming district. I desire to join 
with my colleagues in protesting against the 
third reading of this Bill. The leadc·r of thf' 
Country party has already stated that ha has 
received numerous letters-! have also 
received numerous letters-from the various 
Local Producers' Associations requesting us 
to protest against this rnea·'ure going through 
the House. I hope the GoYernment will giw 
hon. members on this side of the House who 
a ro voicing their protest the credit of being 
sincere on this particular matter. We are 
here to voice the opinions of our constituents, 
and, if we do not .do so, '' ho is there to do 
id I hope the Minister will defer the third 
reading of this Bill until he cormnuuicates 
with, and obtains replies from, the various 
organisations, who have the right to a voicfl 
on this mattet. I have i11 my nof''ies3ion a 
ll'ttor from one Local Producers' Association. 
It is only one of many others I have rccPived. 
It is from the Gatton Local Producers' 
Association, and reads-

" I have been instructed to forward 
you the following re"olui.ion which was 
passed at a meeting on the 28th instant:-

That this Branch views with alarm 
and rH;pectfulh· but en:phatically pro­
tests against any proposed amendment 
of the Industrial Arbitration Act in so 
far as it relates to bringing the pri­
mary rural industries within the ambit 
of the Act. 
" Will you kindly take the necessary 

action to bring it before the Premier? 
" I arn, etc., 

"W. BARRON, Secretary." 

The leader of the Country party has pointed 
out that he has received numerous letters 
similar to this one. This should be sufficient 
evidence that the farmers at least do not 
desire to come within the ambit of this 
measure. I hope that even at this stage 
the Minister will refer the matter to the 
Local Producers' Associations and get their 
opinion on the matter. 

Mr. W~'I.RREN (Murrumba): I do not 
apologise in any way for rising to enter my 

[Mr. Swayne. 

protest against the third reading of this Bill. 
If hon. members who are responsible for 
this measure were to pass through a great 
extent of this country at the present time 
they would see for themselves that the plac­
ing of this measure on the statute-book will 
be doing Queensland an injury. Every centre· 
where a branch of this machi'ne which has 
been created by the Government exists, 
almost without exception, is opposed to this 
measure. Yet the Government have created 
this organisation and profess to follow the 
advice it tenders in all matters for the good 
of the industry. Although this is a matter 
which vitally affects the producer, the Minis­
ter responsible for the Bill absolutely refuse& 
to take any cogni'sance of the views of the 
organisation. In the interests of the organ­
isation and in the interests of the farmers 
of Queensland, and of the workers, who wi!I 
naturally be thrown out of work as a result, 
I protest against the, third reading of the 
Bill. 

Mr. DASH: The workers have not asked 
you to protest. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 'l'oowoomba) : I 
would also like to enter a protest against the 
third reading of this Bill. The East Too­
woomba electorate now has within its area a 
large number of men who are i'nterested in 
agriculture and dairying, and, ~vith the 
leader of the Country party, I quite agree 
they are very much concerned at this moment 
as to the effect this Bill is going to have. 
I have had occasion to visit my electorate 
since the Bill passed through the Committee 
stage, and I found a number of men ~readin.g 
the position. I would hke to remmd this 
House that it is only within the last few 
weeks that this Government have offered 
assistance to the'e very men. That is evi­
dence of the very serious position the in~usti:y 
is in by reason of our unsettle.;! chma~IC 
conditi'ons. The Government must recogmse 
that whilst arbitration and the fixation of 
wag~s can be w;m·ked so fat as the artisa!l 
in tho citv is concerned, yet, so far as agn­
culture alld dairying arc ccncerned, it is 
next to an impossibility. vVe have t'? recog­
nise that we are but one State of this Com­
monwealth and that this Bill can only affect 
the men e~gaged in dairpng in this St~te. 
In their interests, I certamly protest agamst 
the third reading of this Bill. 

'Ih~ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKP, 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): I think 
I should say a few words in reply "? the 
remarks that have been made by several hon. 
members opposit '. The main thing they have 
confined themselves to is to say that this Bill 
shoukl be withdrawn and submitted to the 
Primary Producers' Organisation. If there 
was anything at all in their protcsto and 
speeches, it was a recommendatiOn to that 
eff·cct. 

In connection with that, it is well known 
that anybodv interested in legislation pending 
01' bef~re the House has a right to make 
representations and set their views before th~ 
Government. That is an undoubted right in 
any fl·oe country or democracy, and the bodies 
to which hon. members opposite have alluded 
have had ample opportunity, since the 
deliverY of the Governor's Speech, to make 
such re.presentatwns had they felt so disposed. 
The leader of the Country party claims that 
he has received thirty-fi've letters from the 
Local Producers' Associations protesting 
against the Bill. Those associations represent 
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the employing section engaged in the industry, 
and naturally, employers in many cases are 
opp~sed to arbitration. I am quite satisfi'!d 
that if the principal Act, as well as the B1ll 
itself, were submitted to the Employers' 
Federation, they also woul·d oppose the pass­
mg oi the measure, and would ask hon. n,em­
bers opposite strenuously to oppose it. There 
is nothing in this measure which imposes 
hard:;hip on anyone. The speeche' that have 
been made on the third reading to-night are 
speeches made by people who fear all !orms 
of change and progress. Why, when adult 
suffrage was carried, certain organisations 
protested against it; but where is the organ­
isation game to come out in the open and 
protc't against that to-day? Every measure 
of industrial reform placed on the statute­
book in this or any other country has been 
bitterly opposed at its inception. 'l'his Bill 
removes a fault that exists in the principal 
Act. It affords people engaged in rural 
industries an opportunity to appeal to the 
Arbitration Cov.rt and to have their wages 
m:d conditions fixed by that court. It is 
part of the industrial system of this State 
that "ago-earners should have acce<s to the 
Arbitration Court and that they shall have 
the protection of the arbitration laws c nd of 
the Department of Labour. The leader of the 
Country party wishes to exclude them from 
that protection, and, as a consequence, he is 
resisting this amendment. That is the posi­
tion, if there is anything in the case at all. 
1 am quite satisfied that when the third 
reauing is carried. and when the Bill becomes 
lav: and is in opEration, those who are alleged 
to have fonvarcied those resolutions will be 
surprised that they opposed the Bill. In many 
cases their fears have been played upon by 
thP Tcry party and by the misstatements 
that have been made by the opponents of 
arbitration. \Ve are not imposing any bard­
ship on anyone--

The SPE~\KER: Order! Order! The 
Minister must not make a second reading 
speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Rural vvorkers and others are given certain 
rig·ht' under this Bill, which we consider they 
should have in common with the rest of the 
community, and on those grounds I have no 
he,itation in saying that the Bill should pass 
its third reading. ·when it becomes law it 
wrll remedy an injustice under which many 
"a;.: e-carners are labouring at the present 
tunc. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a third 
time-put; and the House divided:-

AYES, 3D. 

Mr. Barber )fr. Land 
" 

Brennan 
" 

Larcombe 
Bruce 

" Lloyd 
" 

Bu!cock 
" llfcCormack 

" 
Col!ins 

" McLachlan 
" 

Conroy 
" 

Mullan 
Cooper, F. A. 

" 
Payne 

" 
Cooper, VV. 

" 
Pease 

" 
Dash 

" Pollock 
" 

Dunstan 
" 

Riordan 
Farrell 

" 
Uyan 

" 
Ferricks 

" Smith 
" Fo!ey 

" Stopford 
Gillies " Theodore 
Gledson Weir 

" 
Hartley " Wellington 

" Huxham " Wilson 

" 
Hynes 

" 
Winstanley 

" 
.Tones 

" 
Wright 

" 
Kirt-rn.n 
Telle1·s: Mr. Farrell and Mr. Riordan, 

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, W. H. 

Brand 
, Clayton 

Corser 
Costello 
Deacon 
Edwards 

, Elphinstone 
Kelso 
Kerr 

, King 
rPellers: Mr. 

NoEs, 25. 
Mr. Logan 

Maxwell 
Moo re 

, Morgan 
Nott 
Peterson 
Uoberts 

, Swayne 
, Taylor 

Vowles 
Walker 

, Warren 

Edwards und Mr. Logan. 
PAIR. 

Aye--:ll:r. Gilday. l\o-Mr. Petrir. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

STALLIONS REGISTRA'riON BILL. 
INITIATION IN COJ\IJ\!Jj'TEl". 

(Jfr. Kirwan, Bri.•banr, in the chair.) 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eueham): I beg to 
rr;ove-

" That it is desirable 
introduced to improve 
horses, and for other 
poses.'' 

lhat a Bill b., 
the breed of 

incidental pnr-

I think that the need for this measure is 
obvious. There is a necessity for improving 
lhe breed of horses in Queensland, particu­
larl:y draught horses, und that nece<sity 

becomes more obvious in view of 
[7.30 p.m.] the tremendous development 

which has taken place with 
regard to the cultivation of cotton. Thcro 
is a possibility of a groat industry being 
"'ta blished in Queensland in thnt regard. 
Xohvithstanding the strides that have been 
made in motor traction, ihe horse is still of 
gTeat value in this Sta to. The Council of 
_\.gricultnre has had this matter under con­
siOeration, and here again will be rccognisC'd 
lhe importance of the \York of the Council. 
It has recommended that this measure bo 
passed. The measure does not provide for a 
stall ion tax, such as has been talked about 
fen· many years in Queensland. I do not 
bdievc in imposing small irritating taxes on 
the primary producers. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) In 1903 the late Hon. J. T. Bell secured 
the appointment of a Snlrct Committee to 
report on this question, and that Committee 
recommended the imposition of an annual 
tax upon all stallions over twenty months old, 
but the day has gone by for a stallion tax. 
I think I can take credit for opposing- the 
Bill prepared by my predecessor, lVlr. Lennon 
-I was chairman of the Agricultura'l Com­
mitte of the Labour party at tlv, time-in 
connection with which, "li.hough there were 
scme good points in it, \Ye {'ond~c.~ln!led tho 
c·tallion tax. The proposal in this measnre is 
not to tax stallions, but to set IIJl a board 
nominated by the Council of Ag-ricu!tmc with 
a veterinary surgeon as thB chairman, who 
shall be nominated by the Minister. The Act 
will not apply to the whole of the State, but 
districts will be proclaimed, and, when they 
are proclaimed, a board will be appointed 
by the Secretary for Agriculture, and annual 
examinations of stallions will take place. 
Certificates will be issu(lcl with regard to 
soundness and type of ~tallions, 'ls will, in 
lne opinion of the board, improve the breed 
of horses in Queensland. After the measure 
has been in operation for two years it is pro­
posed that no stallions shall he used in 
Queensland for stud purposes unless they 

Hon. W. N. GiUies.] 
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have a certificate. The ide:t of allowing two 
years is to enable breeder5 of horses to 
become familiar with the provisions of the 
measure. I think that the explanation I have 
given is quite sufficient at this stage. The 
Bill is a short one, and the necessity for it 
is obvious to anyone who takes an interest in 
the welfare of the rural industry. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR (Windsor): I would like to 
know whether this measure will apply to all 
breeds of horses? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: All 
horses, when a district is proclaimed, ana all 
breeders. 

}'.!r. MORGAN (Muri/'.,): I should be glad 
if the Minister would explain how the Go­
vernment intend to finance thia scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTT:m:: The 
regulations ·r•; ill give power to charr-'{o fees 
for registration. Those fcecJ ill covc·r th0 
c'>st. \\' e do not want to impose a tax. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister said he did 
not believe in a stallion tax-that he did not 
bclioYo in placing small. irritating taxes on 
the farn1ers-yct he now~ sa'\ s that it is 111'0-

posed to finance tlw ec:hemc from the men who 
possess the stallions, which would more or 
less come out of the pockets of tho p•'oplo 
\Yho own the n1ares. so that it is re9.1lv the 
hor,co"·ncrs who will be r"ponsiblc fo.r the 
financing of the whole of Lhe scheme. I am 
sorry the l\Iinister did not tell us a little 
more ab:JUt the rno;-emonl now put on foot 
by !he Government to purchase certain stal­
lions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTuRE: I will 
deal with that on the second rcadi,g. 

n1r. 1\IORGAN: The Mmislor will also be 
\'.cell ad,ci>ed if he will let us know <Yhotlwr 
the Bill applies to the brePrling of thoron!l'h­
brod racehorc"os. If so. he must compel those 
\\cho ha,ve control of racing to-day 30 to fixe 
rho weights of horses and the distances <,hat 
horses will be bred which are not purely and 
simply racing squibs, but something that will 
b8 u::_.;ofu1 for remount purposes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR'OULTURE: Person­
ally I am not very much concerned about 
racehors£'s. 

Mr. MORGAN: You will never improve 
the draught stallion unless you improve, the 
thoroughbred. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. mPmber is not going into detaih. 

Mr. M ORGAN: No; but I want to know 
what the Bill contains before I moY<e a,n 
amendment to broaden its scope. This is the 
time it ehould be doee. 

Tho CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is 
entitled to ask for information. 

Mr. MORGAN: That is what I am c!oing. 
I want to know from the l'.iinister whj, 
when he is introducing a Bill to improve 
the breed of horses, he does not go into the 
matter thoroughly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: l think 
the Bill is broad enough. 

Mr. M ORGAN: It is just as important 
to improve the breed of thoroughbred horses.' 
The Minister ha,s told us by interjection 
that the Bill rrovides for the improvement 
of the breed of horses in certain directions, 
but that appears to concern only draught 
horses. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : All 
horses. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

Mr. MORGA:'-J: The Minister's deccription 
of the Dill shows that he does not intend 
6criously to tackle the improvement of the 
thoroughbred. To my mind it is more 
important that we should improve the class 
of horse fitted for remount and defence pur­
poses and hacks generally throughout the 
State than draught horses. 'l'he btter are 
important, but so are the other horses. 
\Vhile the Minister is dealing with this 
rtnestion, he should deal with it properly. It 
is not a bit of good doing it half-heartedly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOl:LTURE : If you 
can improYe the Bill in Committee I shall 
b<1 pleased. 

Mr. MORGAN': This is a matter that 
affects c·,·ery man in the State, and we should 
a Jl endP~ Your to do our best in the direction 
the Minister has indicated. I shall wait 
Lmtil I sec the }3ill; but, as one who takes a 
~.ec'l interest in the improvement of both 
the thoroughbred and tho draught horse-I 
breed both-I am pleased to find that some­
thing is to be done, and I hope that the 
mlasure will be comprehensive and one that 
we can bo proud of. l hope that the Minister 
will bo game enough, independent of what 
may be "aid outside, to accept amendments 
to improYe the breed, not only of one class 
of hor.3e, but ah::o of other cla~sc3, even 
though it may interfere with what may be 
termed the pri Yilegeo possessed by certain 
people, provided that it will bring about 
what we desire. 

}'.1r. WARREN (JI11rrU>nba): I understood 
tlw l\Iinister to say that for two years the 
use of all stallionc would be permitted, but 
that after that time the permission would 
come to an end unless they were registered. 
To-day there are hundrcds-I suppose I 
would be correct in saying thousa,nds-of 
stallions of what might be called " brumby" 
types, \vorking in teams and otherwise, and 
probably it would, to a great extent, militate 
against the improvement of tho breed of 
ho.r:so• if that c::mdition of affairs con­
tinues. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE : The 
Standing Orders do not allow me to give 
details of the Bill at this juncture 

Mr. WARREN: I think that is very neces­
sary information, and the Minister could 
easily give it. The public would like to 
know. 

Mr. DEACON (Cmminglwm): I would like 
to know from the Minister whether it is 
proposed to give a, premium on a,pproved 
;;Vdlions? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
pre.oontcd the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Da,y for Tuesday next. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
Clause 3-" A.menrlment of section 12-Poll 

-of electors on certain q1test1.ons." 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I would like to 
ask the Minister why he has specified 35 per 
cent. of the electors as the percentage who 
shall vote at a poll under this section. It 
seems to me a rather small percentage. I 
know that in the Act no percentage is men­
tioned, but the section applies to polls on 
rather contentious matters, such as altera­
tion of the boundaries of the local authority 
and the removal of the office. If he had 
fixed 55 per cont.-or over half the electors 
-I could understand it. The removal of the 
shire office is very often a very contentious 
matter. affecting the convenience of people 
in certain portions of the area, and before 
it is decided upon we should have a proper 
poll which will really give an effective 
expression of opinion. If the poll is taken 
at a time when the people are busy, they 
may not bother to vote, and it seems rather 
unreasonable t.hat a majority from among 
35 per cent. of the people should have the 
power to move the office or alter the boun­
?aries .. poes the Minister think 35 per cent. 
IS sufhcwnt for a poll on a very vital 
matter? 

HoN. J;'- T. BRF:NNAN (7'oowoomba): I 
thmk tlus clause has been inserted at the 
request of the Maryborough Council. It 
may happen that only 15 per cent.. of the 
people may vote, and we have decided to fix 
a reasonable percentage. That is Ythy we 
have fixed 35 per cent. The matter may be 
c<;mtentrou~ from some peop,le's point of 
vww, and 1t may not be contentious from the 
point of view of other people. 

Mr. TAYLOR {Wind.wr): I would like to 
aek the honorary Mini,"tcr to give us an idea 
of the average percentaiTe of voters at local 
authoTity elections. " 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: I understand it is 
nnder 50 per cent. 

Clause 3 put and passed. 

" Claus,e 4-".4mendment of section 13-
0onstitution of lowl authorities "-put and 
passed. 

Clause 5-" Amendment of section 15-
Qualijication of member"--

Mr. KING (Logan): I be"' to move the 
omission, on line 7, of the ~ord " Queens­
land." with a view to in·oerting the words­

" but only so long as he continues to 
hold such qualification." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. DEAC.O~ (Cunni.ngham): I beg to 
move the omisswn, on !me 10, of the word 
''not." 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomha): 
The _amendment will lead to complications. 
It will mean that in a divided area a man 
will be entitled to sbnd for election as 
mayor and alderman as well. As mayor he 
will be elected by the whole area, imd as 
alderman hL' . ':'ill be representing a par­
ticular part or It. 

M~. DEACON (Cunninglurm): I omitted 
to give my reasons for moving the amend-

1923--2 K 

ment. If the amendment is agreed to, I 
intend to follow it up by moving the mser­
tion, after the word "member," on line 13, 
of the words-

,, .and every person nominating as a can­
didate for the position of alderman or 
councillor may also nominate for the 
position of mayor or chairman. 

" F:very elector, when voting for the 
election of an alderman or councillor, 
shall give his vote for the election of the 
mayor or chairman by placing a cross in 
the prescribed place at the right hand 
side of the candidate's name. 

" The fact of a candidate being 
defeated for the position of mayor or 
chairman shall not debar him from being 
elected as alderman or councillor." 

At 7.55 p.m., 
Mr. POLLOCK (Grcgory), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Supposing that he 
was successful as alderman and mayor? 

Mr. DEACON: H-e could only hold the one 
position. 

Hon. F. T. 13RENNAN: No; this clause 
appli<'; to divided areas. 

Mr. DF:ACON: He would bo nominated 
for the position of mayor or councillor. He 
could only hold the one position. 

Hon. F. T. 13RENNAN: Then you would 
have a by-election straight away. 

Mr. DEACON: Supposing that twelve 
m0n nominated, and only nine \vere required. 
You could elect the chairman, and elect 
nine councillors from the romainder. The 
chairman in the divided area would be 
elcct~d by tho people in the same way as the 
chairman in "n undivided area. This will 
obviate the nece'·sity of a double election. I 
think the matter is well worth cqnsidcration. 

Mr. T. B. ROBF:RTS (JiJ'Isl Tnn?roornlw): 
The difficulty does not arise with rpgard to 
the election of chairman. He will be nomi­
nated for both positions, and the people 
will be entitled to vote for him as mavor or 
chairman. If he is electod as chairman of 
the shire, and is also elected as rnem ber of 
one of the areas, I assu m o that, by virtue 
of his election as chairman, there will be a 
vacancy on the council. I would suggest 
that the hon. member for \'unningham move 
an amendment permitting the elected coun­
cillors to dect a person to fill that vacancy 
the same as the aldermen in the citv are 
0lectcd. If that provision is good enough 
in the city, it should be satisfactory in the 
divided areas. I have in mind what has just 
occurred at Coorparoo, where tho chairman 
o~ the council resigned, and tho existing 
councillors have elected one of their number 
as chairman. The people mav decide that 
the councillor so elected shall not be the 
chairman in the future. He may be pre­
pared to tako that risk. I think the Min­
ister should agree to the insertion of some 
provision for the election of a rnem ber. the 
same as appertains in connection vvith undiM 
vided areas. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (TooU!oom.ba): If 
the hon. member had given notice of his 
a1nendmont earlier, there 1night havP been 
some chance of considering it, but I think it 
will mean a number of consequential amend­
ments. It is proposed-perhaps next year-to 
consolidate the Local AuthoritiP-< Acts, and 

Hon. F. T. Brennan.] 
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then something may be done in the direction 
indicated by the hon. member for Cunning­
ham. There seems to be somc1 hing in his 
argument; but I do not think that it would 
be a good thing to accept his amendment 
without very carefully considering it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): I 
\Yould like to e1sk the honorary Minister if 
we are not going to do in another part of 
this Bill precisely what is suggested by the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba? I think 
the hon. member for East Toowoomba will 
find that, when a resignation takes place, 
after a certain period the members of the 
council will have .:.n opportunity of electing 
someone else to the place. 

Mr. T. R. RoBF.RTS: That is so. 

Ho~. W. B. BARNES : If that is so, then 
\Yhy not allo\v the amendment to go in? 

The Ho:~m SECJ:ETARY: There are many 
reasons against that. 

HoN. W. H. B.-\RNES: If the Bill pro­
vide~ that undor some circurnstances it is 
necessary to give the local authorities that 
necessary po,vcr--

The IlOiYIE SECRETARY: That is only for a 
limited time after the election of chairman 
takes place. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I grant you that; 
it is less than twelve months. All the same, 
is it not consistent to argue that, if it is a 
right thing to do in one place, it is a right 
thing to do in another? 

The HO'-!E S'ECJ:ETARY : Assuming that the 
parties are equally divided, and one person 
is elected to the position of mayDr, and they 
decide to elect one Df their own political 
party to the vacancy, there would probably 
be three votes from one party and four votcc, 
from the other. There would be a voter 
ab'-ent from one party. 

[8 p.m.] 
Ho~. W. H. BARNES: The Minister is 

evidently out tD make local authorities 
partisan. 

The HO :liE SECRETARY : Are they not? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon, gentle­
man wants to make them so. 

The HOME SECJ:ETARY: Your party runs 
candidates openly. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Now is not the 
time to go into that. It can be easily 
explained whv !hat was done at the last 
election; but it would be found in some 
cases that thoro are men who will not be 
influenced by what you call party con­
sideration. 

The Hmu SECRE1'ARY: No; it need not be 
political consideration, but local division 
might influence them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: To insist on the 
election, if a man stood as suggested by the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba, simply 
means that the local authority will be put 
to the expense of having to hold another 
election, the expense of which could be spent 
to great advant tge in the area. The Minister 
could me0t the case by accepting the sug­
ge,tion made by the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): The Minister 
has takPn the only course he could possiblv 
have taken. If he accepted such an amend­
ment as this, the whole intention of the Bill 

[Hon. F. T. Brennan. 

would be defeated. For that very reason th& 
Minister should not accept the amendment. 
The amendment has for its object the 
appointment by the council of a man to 
represent the electors of a division for three 
vears. A man could stand at the election 
for, say, No. 1 Division as well as for the 
position of chairman for the whole area. It 
is possible for him to be elected to the two 
positions. A vacancy would then be created 
in No. 1 Div1sion, which the remaining 
members of the Council could fill, and the 
man chosen would represent that division 
for three yE'ars. The idea of this Bill is to 
allow the electors to appoint their own repre­
"entatives, and, failing that, they can be 
appointed by the council or nominated by the 
Governor in Council. The Bill as it stands 
provi-des that a man can run for either of 
the two positions, but he cannot run for the 
two in a ,divided area. The Bill should be 
left as it is, otherwise the whole issue .~ill be 
confused. 

1\IIr. MOORE (Anbign11): I would like to 
see the Minister accept this amendment. If 
he does not intend to accept the amendment 
move-d by the hon. member ior Cunningham, 
[ nave an amendment to move which will 
enable the councillors or aldermen to elect 
their own chairman or mayor. 

Hon. F. T. BRENXAN: I am not going to 
accept that either. 

Mr. MOORE : I want to point out that 
the Minister has accepted the position as 
regards an undivide-d area. He has accepted 
it in the case where there is a by-election 
and the chairman resigns, and I cannot see 
why he should not have accepted the principle 
straight out in the Bill. )l.fter all, what we 
are aiming at is the efficient working of the 
councils. 

0PPOSITIO:N ::\1DIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOORE: \Ve -do not want to have a 
person placed in the position of mayor or 
chairman who does not possesr· the requisite 
11ualifications, although he may be able to 
get the largest number of votes. This is not 
a question of party politics. It is a question 
of selecting the best man and the man most 
suited for !he position, and the men best 
qualified to judge that are the men in the 
council. The duties of a mayor or a chair­
man arc ycry wide. If you read through the 
clauses at the end of the Local Authorities 
Act you will ; ce the verY wide powers which 
are imposed on him in order to carry out the 
provisions of tho Act, and we should all 
recognise that it ought to be within the pro­
vince of the councii to get the best man for 
that purpose. In certain circumstances out­
side influences operate very largely as to a 
number of th0 vote . a certain indivi<:lual 
gets. It cannot be said that, because that 
man is an efficient councillor, ho will be an 
efti-cient chairman or mayor. He may not 
have the requisite qualifications. The prin­
ciple the Government lay down in the Bill 
does not exist in parliamentary procedure. 
No Government holds that the man who gets 
the largest number of votes should be the 
Premier and that the man who gets the next 
largest number should be Treasurer. The 
party that is returned with the largest follow­
ing selects the best men from its ranks to 
carry on the business of the country. \Vhy 
should not the councillors have the same 
privilege and opportunity of selecting the 
best man to fill the chair? It is only a 
reasonable proposition. I cannot see how the 
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omendment would interfere with the useful­
ness of the Bill. 

The HOME SECRETARY : It could be used in 
a most corrupt manner. 

Mr. MOO RE: I quite agree with that. 
On one or two occasions there maY have been 
squabbles and wirepulling to 'enable on" 
individual to get into the chair. That 
does not follow as a general practice. Wo 
know it is not so. The choice in most cases 
is a wise and good one. The Minister would 
be well advised if he took this into considera­
tion. This is not a matter affecting the 
policy of the Government. The Minister 
recognises the value of the principle, becanse 
in another connection he provides that, when 
the man who receives the largest number of 
votes declines to accept office and re,igne, 
the council shall have power to elect the 
chairman. 

Mr. \VILSON: That is to save expense. 

Mr. MOORE: If the principle is good 111 

one case, why not give to the councils the 
power to elect the chairman in every case? 

l-Ion. F. T. BRE~;<;AN: \Ve arc not saying 
the principle is a bad one, Gut certain 
anomalies will arise if we accept this amend­
ment. 

"'fr. MOORE : I cannot see how anomalio, 
will arise. \Vhat we are endeavouring to 
ai·gue is that the men be•;t qualiJicd to judge 
should have the power. The sharehold0rs of 
a cooperative company do not select the 
chairman. He is selected by the directors. 
who choose the most qualified man to conduct 
the operations of the companY. The Govern­
ment will not nm any risk by accepting the 
e,mendment. 

Mr. GLEDBO~: That is not the amendment 
you arc speaking on. 

Mr. MOORE: I am speaking on the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 
Cunningham, which the Minister said that 
he was not going to accept. The san1.c posi­
tion will arise in rny a.meudinont. 

:iVIr. GLEDSON: You are talking of your own 
amendment. 

Mr. MOO RE: It is the 'ame thing. The 
word " not" is to be omitted in exactly the 
same v.ay. I again appeal to the Minister 
to accept the amendment. 

Mr .. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): I am 
surpnsed at hon. members, ecpecially those 
who have had experience in local authority 
''ark,. vbjecting to the method proposed in 
the Brll. It rs to cheapen matters. \Ve know 
thoro is not ··o much trouble where the al'ea 
is not divided and the mavor or chairman 
is elected by the people. ·I do not 1 hink 
there is anything in the contention of the 
hon. members opposite. \Vo haye had one 
election under the broad franchise, and I 
have not heal'd any complaint with regard 
to any mayor or chairman elected throug·hout 
the State. Can hon. members opposite bring 
fon1ard a case where a mayor or chairman 
of a shire council is not qualified to fill the 
position? rrhey cannot. 

Mr. MoORE: We cannot get up while you 
are speaking. 

Mr. WILSON: The hon. member would 
admit it if anything was wrong and a man 

was put into a position for which he was 
unfitted. Can any hon. member opposite 
name ono who is unfitted for his position·~ 

Mr. MooRE: I could, but I will not. 

Mr. WILSO:"J: I sincerely hope that this 
amendment will not be accepted. It is 
going to destroy the whole principle of the 
Bill. 

Mr. KERR (l>'noggera): I desire to sup­
port the amendment submitted b0 the hon. 
mC'mber for Cunningham. I think the 
Government should step in and give one 
instance. Take the case of Toowong, Bal­
moral, and Coorparoo, which are divided. 
You would have one procedure for those 
particular shires and towns, and another set 
of regulations for undivided areas such as 
H~milton, Sandgatc, and Belmont. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: The Greater Bris­
bane scheme will cover it all. 

Mr. KERR: Here we have two entirely 
different principles for shire councils adjoin­
ing ono another. The amendment would get 
over tho difficulty. Had the hon. gentle­
man given due consideration to this question 
instead of introducing this piecemeal legis­
lation, he would prepare a small clause to 
cut out divisions or make provision for a 
council to be divided. Instead of that, we 
are having piecemeal and separate legisla­
tion. The Government have recognised this 
principle, and I say that the Minister should 
accept the amendment. In regard to the 
resignation of an:, particular chairman--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. KERR: The principle involved is 
recognised, and the Minister himself proposes 
to move an amendment later on. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. m0mber must deal with the pro­
posed amendment. 

Mr. KERR: The amendment proposes to 
1 ernove the discrimination between councils. 

The TF:MPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member has not read the amend­
ment. 

Mr. KERR: I will read it again for your 
information; it has been added to, I under­
stand, by the hon. member for Cunningham. 

The TE:iiPORARY CHAIRMAN: For 
th,, information of the hon. member, I will 
road the amendment. It is to omit the 
word " not" on lino 11. 

Mr. KERR: You must go into the ques­
tion of what it is going to mean to delete 
the word "not." and that is the information 
I am giving the Committe8 now. I think 
the Minister will agree that discrimination 
is being made by the clause as it stands. 
If the word "not" is omitted, thP difficulty 
will be overcome, and I suggest that the 
hon. gentleman accept the amendment. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East l'oowoomba): 
The Mini,ter has not given us any definite 
reason why he will not accept this amend­
ment other than that it involves a number of 
consequential amendments. It would be only 
a matter of a few minutes to frame those 
consequential amendments. If the hon. 
gentleman would give us some definite reason 
f0e his stand, I could understand it; bull 
as pointed out by the leader of the Countt) 

1tlr. T. R. Roberts l 
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party, if the cho,irman should resign, immedi­
ately after an election, there would be a 
vacancy and this is what the Minister has 
t>lken exception to. Under subsection (1) of 
section 24 of the principal Act, as it is to 
be amended by clause 10 of this Bill, they 
would have the right of doing what we are 
asking should be done, as the hon. member 
for Aubigny pointed out, almost the next 
dav after the election for councillors or 
ch~irm<:>n of the various shire councils. I 
quite understand the position the Minister 
is in. He has a long list of amendments, 
and I understand that he wishes to move 
along quickly. He will ·do that if he accepts 
this amendment. The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley has asked us if we know 
of anv instanc<:>s where things have gone 
wrong' since the first election under the 
amending Act. He must know himself of 
many instances where pressure has been 
brought to bear on men who ought to have 
resigned, and would have if there had been 
an easy method of filling the vacancy. 

Mr. VvrLSON: Did that not occur before 
the amending Act was passed? 

' Mr. ROBERTS: It is a totally different 
thing to take an election for the whole area, 
and I think for that reason, if the hon. 
gentleman gives the matter consideration, 
he will accept the amendment. 

HoN. F. 'l'. BRE"'NAN (Too1voomba): 
I do not think the leader of the Country 
party or members of the Opposition have 
any cause for complaint. They have been 
re~sonably treatPd. They hHve h::~O the Rlll 
in their possession and the matter before 
them for three weeks. I have this amend­
ment to insert in clause 7-

" If a member who receives the greatest 
number of votes before acting as chair­
man, resigns that office without resign­
ing the office of member, or if no poll 
was required to be taken, the local 
authority shall, at its first meeting or 
some adjournment thereof, appoint a 
member to be chairman." 

I take it that in a division of a shire, if a 
member stands for that division and also 
stands for the chairmanship and succeeds in 
winning the chairmanship, there immediately 
is a vacancy, and the council then have a 
right to elect a member for that division 
before anv of them take their seats. You 
see, there.fore. that the people would be 
deprived of the right to elect their repre­
sentative. If you allow members inside to 
elect members, you give them the double­
barrelled privilege of standing as members 
and also as mayor or chairman. In a single 
electorate a man stands his chance for the 
highest number of votes, and the member 
who receives the highest number of votes 
will be elected, but in this case there will 
bo one short. and a serious anomaly will 
arise. Therefore, I cannot accept the amend­
ment. 

Mt·. MOORE (Aunigny): The hon. member 
has JUnt said that in such a case there will 
bo one short. but later on he provides that, 
if a chairman resigns, the council shall 
elect a member out of the council to be 
mayor, or may elect someone from outside. 
There will then be one member short. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: No, t!te full members 
a.re inside. 

[Mr. T. R. Roberts. 

Mr. MOORE: No, there will be one 
short. They will have nine, including the 
chairman or the mayor, and the chairman or 
m ay or resigns. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: He will remain an 
alderman. 

Mr. MOORE: No; then the council have 
powel' to select one from their number or 
one from outside to be chairman. This might 
happen five minutes after the first meeting. 
Then there is one short, and the council have 
the power to elect another man outside their 
own body. It does not come before the 
electors at all. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN' That is an extreme 
case. 

Mr. MOORE: It may be an extreme case, 
but the very position the Minister is arguing 
against is provided for in the Bill, and, con­
sequently, I cannot.understand why he cartnot 
accept the amendment. The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley may be a very prominent 
local authority man, but I do not want the 
Minister to accept dictation from him as to 
whether he should acc-ept an amendment or 
not. I want him to use his own judgment, 
and if he recognises that it is a g"od principle, 
he should extend the principle right through· 
out. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: It will create an 
anomaly. 

Mr. MOORE: It will not create an anornalv 
at all. It will create a position which wiil 
make for better working and better efficiency 
in the council. 

Mr. \VILSON: You are destroying the 
principle which was accepted in a previous 
Bill. 

Mr. MOORE: We did not accept the 
principle at all. It was forced on us. 

Mr. WrLSON: You should mention a case 
ir. point. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not want to reflect on 
any individual, and I do not see why the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley should ask me 
to mention a man who may be doing useful 
work outside. I do not say he may be the 
most useful, but I am not going to mention 
names of those who I may think are unsuit­
able. 

Mr. \VILSON: Ask the hon. member for 
Toowong; he will tell you of one. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member wants to 
take an isolated case and make it the general 
rule. That is the very position we are tr" ing 
to avoid. If the principle is a good one in 
Parliament, it .should also be a good one in 
connection with local authoriti s. If it ;s not 
a good one, why not change the position so 
far as Parliament is cDncerned, and have 
those who receive the greate"t number of 
votes elected to the Ministrv? i\fo doubt that 
would receive very enthusiastic support from 
some members on the Government benches. 
I suggest that the Minister should look at this 
from a reasonable point of view. It is far 
better to have one principle throughout than 
have two principles in connection with local 
authorities. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Let the councils 
amalgamate. 

Mr. MOORE: It is a difficult thing to get 
councils to amalgamate. In some cases it is 
almost impossible. I do not know that it is 
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always satisfactory to have one area in a 
shir0. In largo areas it is sometimes neres­
sary to have separate divisions. 

Mr. WRIGHT (Bulirnbrt): I hope the 
Minister will not accept the amendment. I 
would like to point out that the word " not " 
in this clause saves the situation mentioned 
by the hon. member for Aubigny. If that 
word is deleted. it would probably me1n in 
a majority of local authority elections that 
this situation would arise. If a candidate 
were allowed to nominate for the position of 
chairman and also for the position of coun­
cillor, and he were elected to the position of 
mayor or chairman, it would mean that he 
was popular with the electors, and in almost 
€very case he would be elected a councillor or 
alderman also. It would create a ridiculous 
situation. 

Mr. DEACON (C~tnningham) : The prin­
ciple contained in the amendment does not 
affect the election of a mayor by direct vote. 
All the candidates would stand, and if an0 one 
wa· defeated for the position of mayor, he 
might be the second best man as a councillor. 
If two stand for the position of mayor, one 
is cl0ntod and the other is right out of the 
council. I want to have the mavor elected 
by a direct vote and still retain the oervicc·; 
of the man who was defeated for the position 
of mayor. I am sorr,- I could not give notice 
of the amendment to the Minister. I under­
stood it was already provided for in another 
form, but found it was not. The amendment 
puts the election of a mayor or chairman in a 
divided area or undivided area on the same 
footing. We do not want two methods of 
choosing the chairman of a local authority. 

Amendment (Jir. Deacon) negatived. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 6-" Amendment of section 17-

'Tenure of o.fficr: of cltair·man or m.rrn bers" ~ 
r.ut and passed. 

Clause 7-" Amendment of section 19-
Bxtraordinary 1:acancies "-

Ho~. F. T. BRENNAN: I beg to move the 
insertion, after the word "Chairman " on line 
20, of the words-

" If the member who receives the 
greatest number of votes before acting as 
chail'man re~igns that office without re­
signing the office of member, or if no poll 
was reqmred to be taken, the local autho­
rih- shall, at its first meeting or some 
adjournment thereof, appoint a member 
to be chairman." 

This is to meet the position in the event of 
the person who receives the highest nurn ber 
of 'otes declining to act. 

Amendment agreed to. 
[8.30 p.m.] 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 8-" Ami ndrnent of sectian 21-
Yeu· elections on change w nurnbtr of rncm ... 
bers or boundaries"-

Mr. NOTT (St({nlry): ThL•ro ha·, been a 
lot of discussion rbout the word "not"; but 
there is one undesirable " knot" that ' .. ve do 
not agree with. and that is the financial 
" knot" that is being created by the Govern­
ment. (Laughter.) I move the insertion, 
after line 55, of the following:-

" Provided further that the returninu 
officer may make such erasures and 

alterations in any mch roll as m"Y be 
necessal'v for the purpose of ensuring the 
accuracy of the particulars contained 
therein a.nd that cniy the names of 
qualifie'd persons residing within the area 
shall be retained on such roll ; a !so, that 
an owner of rateable property shall have 
the ontion of being enrolled for any area 
in which such property is situated, but 
shall not be entitled to be enrolled for 
more than oue division Ol' a.rea. Such 
option may bo exercised by notifi,~ation 
to the clerk of the ar€':t concerned. 

The wording of the amendment is clear and 
self-explanatory. In Qu:8nsland we have a 
moving population, and m order to have ';'P­
to-date and clean rolb it is nceessa<',V to grv0. 
the returnmg officer the power <ought by the 
amendment. I think it is only 1·ight, as 
provided in the second portion of the ;uncncl­
rnent. that the owner uf valt~able proper!y 
s.hould ha Ye the right to vote m the area m 
which it is situated, as he will n..tturalJy be 
more interested in that area than in the one 
in which he only resides. He ma::, perhaps, 
be boarding at an hotel or boarding-house 
~or in a private residence, while his br~smess 
p1:emises. are situated In an area u1 wh:;_~ ~1e 
will not nave a vote. I hope that the ::\,Ims­
t..er will accept tho amendment. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (ToolCaPmba): 
The first part of the llmendment seeks to 
give the returning officer rHr~ver tn erase­
hames from the roll. UndPr this Bill :t person 
is onlv entitl<>d tn be• on the roll prov1dcd 
he resides in t,he clector::tte in tho November 
preceding the election in the following .vear. 
Tf he is absent from the locahty on the day 
oi the election, he will not have a vote,, as 
1 here arc no absent or postu 1 yoting facilities .. 
The second part of nw amendment seeks to 
enable an owner of land to vote' in the placo 
where his property is situated, «lt..hough he 
lives in a different area, but thl' prnperty 
franchise is now wiped out. There is, there­
fore, no need for the amendment.' 

Mr. VOWLES (Da/by) : I drsire to oupport 
the amendment. As the :\1inister practically 
sa.id, the same opportunities do not :JC~llr In 
local authorih elections for rnaJpractlC8 as 
ic1 State o!Pct~ons. as, if a ma'1 i' out of th0 
area on polling day, there are no postaJ or 
absent votiniT fecilities. The amendmen~, 
h~1wevcr, maY ha.ve a goad effect, b0caust: It 
will be a check on the electoral roll to a great 
extent. \Vith regard to the. second part of 
thf' amendment, if we arc go1ng t0 hrryt~ one 
man one vote. a man s.hould have thr right to 

elect to vote where his properly is situated. 
Hon. F. T. BRE);~A);: The Greater Bris­

bane scheme will alter all that. 

Mr. VUWLES: \Yt1 hm·e heard a lot about 
the Greater Brisbam' schc·me. It loom~ . on 
the horizon now and 1 hen, but it is som0thn~g 
which is always in the distant future. Vv.o 
have to deal with the situation as we find rt 
fl'om time to time. Unt\1 such TinJ <1"· the­
Greater Brisbane scheme corncs into op?ra­
tion, we should remedy tl·e present poSlliOn, 
vhich is bad. A rmtn m'Ly have a valuabl0 
property subject to ma:1agen!'!nt by lucal 
arithoritics, yet by forco of cu\;ntn;ta!.Ice:;, 
not being resident in the area when' It 15 
situated, he is deprived of the right of repre. 
sentntion on tho local authorit:,'. Tl1crc is no 
justification for a man Yoting more tha~ one:. 
but he should have the right to l'Xercrso hv> 
vote where his property is situated. 

Mr. Vou:les.] 
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Mr. TAYLOR (TVinrlsor): I hope the Min­
ister will accopt the amendment, which is 
certainly a reasonable ono. At present a 
ratepayer who is responsible for the ti11ding 
of the money for IDeal a.uthority work may 
Le precluded from voting in the arP-2, where 
his propert;, is situated. l do not think that 
is a fair proposition. I think that a rate­
payer shonld have the right to bHc his 
name on t.he roll for the area whore his 
biggest ;ntorcsts are situated. ·rho arnend­
ment dor'• not infringe the- principle of the 
e1dult franchise, as it only giYes a, ratepayer 
the Dpportuniiv of havins- his name on the 
roll of the area where his property may be 
situated if he wishes, instead of exercising 
it for the p!ace where he resides. 

Mr. KING (Logan) : I would also like to 
ask the Minister to accept the amendment, 
the first part uf which gives power to the 
returning officer to delete names from the 
wll, and the socond part the right to the 
ratepayer to vote in respect of either his 
property or his residential qualificatiDn. I 
would like to point out that under the regu­
lations the returning officer is the shire or 
town clerk, who is in touch in the small 
shires with everything that go8s on. He 
knows almost every resident personally; he 
knows if a person leaves a district, and he 
knows if a person dies. In the case of the 
death of a person whose name is on the roll, 
surelv the Minister would concede to the 
returning oflicer the right to strike that name 
off the roll? And there are other matters 
in regard to which he could make use of his 
personal knowledge, as, for imtanco, that an 
elector had left the district or had left 
Queensland or even Australia, and where it 
was absolutely manifest that the person was 
an elector no longer. The returning officer 
has no right. to use the surplementary roll 
which is cDmpiled for parliamentary elec­
tions. Ho has to use the roll as at the 31st 
December previDus to the electiDn, and in the 
months intervening between then and the 
election he might know of many cases where 
persons had ceased to be eiectors. 

As to the second r;art of the amendment, 
it is true that there is no property qualifi­
·cation in the Act, but the amendment would 
not give him a property vote. It \\ould 
merely give him the right to exercise his vote 
where his property was situated instead of 
where he lived. That would not interfere 
with the principle of adult franchise in the 
principal Act. It is coneeivable that many 
taxpayers or ratepayers would like to exer­
eise their votes so that they might have a 
voice in the disposition of their rates. A man 
might be living m a rented house at Toowong 
m· Coorparoo, but might have thousands of 
pounds worth of property in Queen street. 
He would have nD right to vote in respect 
Df his Queen-street qualification, but he would 
have a residential vote for Toowong or 
Coorparoo. Yet he might not want to exer­
<Jise a vote ther?. Perhaps he would prefer 
to have sDme voice as to the taxatiDn of his 
city property. He shDu!d have the option 
of exerci'sing it where ho pleases. 

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): I agree 
with the MinisteJ' that the amendment is not 
acceptable. A returning officer in a local 
authority election is not in a position to be 
able to strike names off the roll. I think 
there are many instances where people are 
removed from the parliamentary rolls 
wrongly. At the last Federal election scores 
of them were wrongly removed. To my Dwn 

[Jlr. Taylor. 

knowledge there were families who had 
lived in the same houses for twenty or twenty­
five years, half of whom were struck off the 
roll without cause. They could not find out 
why it was, although the supposition is that 
the postmen collected the names for the roll 
while t!1ey were at the seaside or somewhere 
else. I understand they get SDmething for 
collecting names in that way, but I do not 
know whether they get anything for having 
them struck off the roll. It is onlv when we 
get to the State rolls that we get anything 
like clean rDlls. (Opposition laughter.) 
Arguments were advanced by hon. members 
opposite that duplication of names would 
occur; but I do nDt know that any instances 
were ever proved in respect of the last 
State election. It seems to me that. if the 
amendment were accepted, there would be 
every provision for striking namf"e off the 
wll, but not for putting them on. 

With regard to the sec0nd portion of the 
amendment, I would like tD point out that 
,, very heavy expenc,e woukl be incurred in 
compiling the rolls if it wer<> adopted. A 
man might be living in New Farm with 
pmperty in the city of Brisbane, and, if he 
gave notice, ho would have to be remDvod 
from one roll and placed on another. A 
man might live at Rockhampton and have 
property here in Brisbane, and he would 
have the right, under th·" amendment, to 
vote for Brisbane. 

Mr. MOORE: Why should he. not, if he 
wanted to? He has a b1gger nght to vote 
here than in Rockhampton, if he pays no 
rates there. 

Mr. WILSON: There is no postal Yote 
and no absent yotc. and there would be no 
facility for a resident of Rockhampton to 
vote in Brisbane. I do not see that any­
thing would be gained by the amendment, 
but expensive machinery would have to be 
lJrc-ught into existence to make the second 
portion Df the amendment workable. Take 
members of this House. I suppose that three­
qua.rters of us did not have a vote at the last 
local authority election on account of the 
rmidential qualification. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Members of Parliament vote 
for electorates where they do not reside. 

Mr. WILS'ON: That is under a special 
seetion Df the Elections Act. My experience 
is that there is n:> reasonable argument for 
the amendment. Nobodv would suffer injus­
tice if names were left Dn th.o roll, and there 
is no possible chance of the duplication of 
Yotes. 

HoN. W. H. B~'iRNES (Wynnum): The 
hon. member for Fortitude V alley referred 
to the rolls used for parliamentary electoral 
purposes. Dealing \1 ith the first port~ on Df 
the amendment it would bo a good thmg m 
the interests of the electors wll{) vote at. 
general elections-quite apart fro.m local 
authoritv elections-to have the prnmng kmfe 
legitimatelv put in tD cleanse the rolls. Take 
the \Vynnum roll. There is on that roll the 
name of Mr. A. C. Jeffries, who left Queens­
land ton years agD, and who communicates 
with me from England. His name is still 
there, and has bet;n the·re for ten years. 

Mr. DUJ->STAN: Did he yote? 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: No. The sugges­

tion made by the hon. member may be Dnc 
that ho might practise, but it is one that ho'l. 
members on this side would never practise. 
I take it that Dur anxiety shoulci be to e;·et 



'Local Authorities [16 AL'GUST.] Acts Amendment Bill. 519 

the rolls as pure >s possible, It would be a 
distinct advantage to accept, at any rate, the 
first portion of the amendment. It would be 
helpful in making the rolls what they ought 
to be. I c-hallenge t.he hon. member £or 
Fortitude Valle:v to prove his statement that 
the rolh are such that we ought to appreciate 
them b~eeause there has been rio overlapping. 

Mr. \VILSON: The State roll is clean, and 
the Federal roll was not. 

HoN. W. H. DARNES: I must differ with 
the hon. member. The State roll is not clean. 
l can take the hon. member again to my 
own rol1, on which are the names of people 
of nTv O\Vll na1ne who have been in Victoria 
for five years. 

Mr. DASH: Whv didn't you notify the elec­
toral rcgisbrar? " 

Hox. W. H. DAR:'\ES: The police gn 
round attending to the matter. \Ve arc told 
that the rolls arc pure, but thcv are not. 
If the local authorities had an opportunity 
of cleansing them, the chances arc that they 
would be able lo purify them. 

Let me now come to the second portion of 
the amendment. Take my own case. I am 
on the roll of Coorparoo, and I represent 
\Vynnum. If I wanted to Yote for Wynnum, 
I could not qualify, simplv because I am on 
the :roll in another mumcip<Llity. \V c arc 
dealmg largely by analogy in discussing this 
Bill. 

Mr. \VILR0:-1: Could the hon. gentleman 
not also o;otr for Rorna street? 

Hox. W. II. B.\IU\ES: I am not dealing 
with Roma street. 

:\lr. \VlLSOX: You h:no property there. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yes. Surely a 
pet-son who finds the income-provided he is 
Jot going to have tv,o votes-should be able 
to Yote in the area in which that income is 
made. 

Hon. F. T. BREKXAN: You desire to have a 
vote in every area where you ha ye property? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No; that would be 
an offence ag~inst the law. If the honorary 
l\Iinistcr is c•orrcc~, what would there be to 
prevent me in connection with the Elections 
Act from getting on the roll for Coorparoo 
or Bulimba '! If I did that I would be com­
mitting a breach of the law. The hon. gentle­
man has not _looke<;l at this matter seriously. 
Ho should grve thrs matter more considera­
tion. 

The H021IE SECRETARY: Assuming that I am 
on the roll for Sandgate on a residential 
qualification and I voted at an election. how 
long under this Dill would I have to wait 
before I could then have a Yote in the citv 
on oa property qualification? -

HoN. W. H. DARNES: I do not know. 
Surely no ono would suggest that anvbody 
would do a thinR' of that kind? , 

The HoME SECRETARY: It was done at the 
elections. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Then it was done 
by supporters of hon. memhers opposite. 

The Ho211E SECRETARY : 'I'hero ha vo been no 
property votes by this party oince I have been 
in office. 

HoN. W. H. B_\RNES: There are other 
things besides property votes. I am not 
advocating the property vote. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That is what the 
amendment means. 

HoN. W. H. BARNE'S: It does not. It is 
only giving to the elector the right to say 
where he shall vote 

The I-TOME SECRETARY: On a property 
qualification. 

HoN. W. H, BARNES: Yes, to some 
extent. vVhy should there be any more excep­
tion taken to that than to a member of Parlio­
ment having the right to vote for the elec­
torate which he represents? 

~\t. 8.55 p.m., 
The CHAIR1L\N (Mr, Kirwan, Brisbane) 

resumed the chair. 
The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC vVORKS: Thoro is 

no analogy at all. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
rnan kno,Ys that thoro is an analogy. 

The SECRETARY WR PUBLIC \VORKS: Then 
demonstrate it. 

Box. \V. H. BARNES: I am sorry that 
the hon. gentleman is so aense. I have been 
demonsh·ating it all along, but he cannot 
take it in. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: I would 
be very bad if I were as dense as the hon. 
rncmbcr. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: By that statement 
the hon. gentleman indicates that he is dense. 

The CHAIR;\1AN: Order! I hope that 
this interchange of compliments will cease. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: You know, Mr. 
I{ir\ran, t.hat it is ver.v unruly for an hon. 
member, especially a Minister, to interruJ:lt 
anyone in a debate on a subject outstde ms 
own department. I am agreeable to comply 
with your wish that these interchanges shall 
c~'.ase. 

1'hc SECRETARY FOR Pr:BLIO \VonKB: You are 
an adult with a juvenile mind. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I hope the hon. 
Minister will accept the amendment. 

:Yir. KIJ'\G (0ogrm): I would like to deal 
with the point raised by the hon. member for 
\Vynnum just now. He was il!u,trating that 
he live", at Coorparoo and represents \Vyn­
mmL and under tlw I~lcetions Act he has the 
right to be on the vVynnum electoral roll. 

The PREMIER: So that he can vote for 
himself. 

Mr. KING: Could he possibly get on the 
shire mll for Coorparoo? Would not the 
returning office1· have the right in such a 
case to strike him off the roll at Coorparoo? 

Hon. F. T. DRENNAN: He could do that for 
the time being. ,Just before the elections he 
could get his name on again. 

Mr. IG:'-JG: We haye to face this position. 
I know the question arose at the last elec­
tions with respect to Mr. J. A. Fihclly. I 
would like the honorarv Minister to say if 
there is a provision to deal with that. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: He can protect him­
self. 

Mr. KING: Then he has two votes! 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I suggest that 
the honorary Minister give this matter 
greater consideration, as it is a very impor­
tant matter. We are still adhering to the 
princi plc of one man one vote. If a man 
pays rates on property in a certain area, he 

Mr Moore.] 
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should have a vote in that area, and thus 
indirectly say how the rates are to be spent. 
A man may reside in a centre where he has 
very little it.tcrest, and he should have an 
opportunitv to qualify as a voter in an area 
where he has the greater part of his interest. 
A person may prefer to vote in the area in 
which ho pays his rates rather than in the 
,,.ea in which he lives. There is no expense 
incurred in putting his name on the one roll 
and taking his name off the other. Has not 
the man with property, say in Brisbane, as 
much concern in the health conditions as in 
the place where he lives? 

The H011m SECRETARY: What if he resides 
in Rockhampton? 

Mr. MOORE : If he resides in Rockhamp­
ton, and has property in Brisbane, is he to 
be such a blithering idiot as to transfer ro the 

Brisbane roll? He wants to have 
[9 p.m.] the opportunity to vote where he 

pays his rates, because he wants 
to have some say as to the manner in which 
the money is to 'be spent. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: You would want to 
prepare another roll to do that; you would 
want two rolls. 

Mr. MOORE; No. The individual must 
notify thr· returning officer before 31st 
December that he requires to be on that 
roll instead of where he is living. Then all 
the returning officer does is to place him on 
that roll and take him off the other. It does 
not only apply to Brisbane, but tD hundreds 
of places in the country. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Will it apply to a 
State election in the same way as this? 

Mr. MOORE: There is no occasion for it 
in a State election. In a State election the 
money is being spent over the whole of 
Queensland. In this case it is being spent 
to the advantage. of a particular area. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: You would want a 
special municipal roll for the particular .area. 

Mr. MOORE :· We do not want two rolls 
at all. If a man notifies before 31st Decem­
ber that he wants to be put on the roll where 
his money is to be spent, for the benefit of 
his employees possibly, or to help the dis­
trict and his Dwn property, why should he 
not have that opportunity? 

Mr. PAYNE: If he has property in half a 
dozen shires, he would want half a dozen 
votes? 

Mr. MOORE: No; if the hon. mel_llber 
reads the amendment, he will see that no 
such principle is asked for. He is to be 
allowed to choose where he considers that ho 
will get the most value for his vote. 

Mr. KING : In no case is he to get more 
than one vote? 

Mr. MOORE: ND. I can see no reason to 
be <tdvanced against the amendment. Do 
you think a man will vote against his own 
interests? \Yhy should he not have an 
opportunity, in a .;ote in respect of a loan, of 
saying· whether a mortgage is to be placed 
on his property instead of being compelled 
to vote where he lives? It cannot make any 
difference to the princi pie of the measure. 
You arc only giving him one vote, and 
allowing him to exercise that vote where he 
thinks he can do the most good for himself. 
I do not suppose it cDuld be exercised in a 
large number of cases. If the individual did 
not notify the returning officer before 31st 

[Mr. JJ1oore. 

December of his desire, nothing happens_ 
There is nothing unreasonable in it. We 
are not suggesting that he should have two­
or three vDtes, but that he should have the· 
opportunity of choosing where he shall vote. 
You can hardly call it a property vote, 
because he will Dnly have one vote. 

Mr. Wrr"sox : That will be a residential 
vote. 

Mr. MOORE : It is ju~t as important, if a 
man has a farrrt or business place in a certain 
area, that he should have the opportunity of 
voting to see 1hat the money to be expended 
in that area is spent wisely and th11t the 
services are rendered efficiently. 

The Ho:vm SECRETARY: Do you think many 
would avail themselves of it? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Not enough to influ­

ence an election? 

Mr. MOORE: The point of view I am 
looking at it from is in the case of a loan. 
\Vhy should not a man who has to fo.ot the 
bill and shoulder the burden vote 111 the 
erea where his interests'""' provided he asks 
for it and goes off the roll where he re~ides? 
He should not be debarred from havmg a 
yoice in the expenditure of his own money 
<end in the selection of the people who are to 
carry on tho useful work in that area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Do vou also consider th~tt the lessor and the 
less~e should have a vote for the same place?· 

Mr. MOORE: If they are living in the 
one area and pav rat.oc. let them have a vote 
in the "rea w.here they arc paying the rates. 
I do not care whether it is the lessor or 
the lessee who votes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOK : 
Then you will have them both voting for the 
same place? 

Mr. KING: Probably the lessee has not the 
residential qualification there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
"CndPr your proposal the lessee and thu lessor 
could both vote for the snme place. 

Mr. Knw: No. 
Mr. MOORE: All I want to accomplish 

1R that the individual should be allowed a 
choice. The Minister in accepting the amend­
ment will not be giving a concession, and I 
therefore ask him to give further considera­
tion to it, and not deprive these people. of 
their just right to have a Yoice in seemg 
that in the expenditure of their money they 
get the most out of it. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): This is a 
double-barrelled amendment. The first part 
is desirous of givin>; to the town clerk or 
, hin; clerk the power of taking off the roll 
1wrsons who arc entitled to vote. 

Mr. MooRE: You have the power to put 
them on. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The amendment gives 
that power to the town or shire cleric 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No! 
Mr. GLEDSON: When a man or woman 

attends at the polling-booth on polling day 
it can be said, if their names are not on the 
roll. "We have the power to take your 
names off the roll; the Labour Government 
gave us the powBr, and vve are usjng it.'" 
The men who would use that power are try· 
ing to induce the Minister to do that. T,he 
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next part of the amendm@t deals with the 
power or the right of a person to transfer 
his vote frum where he is residing to where 
his property is. We all remember what we 
had to put up with when we had the property 
qualification vote before. \Ve found nnt only 
r,roperty owners but leaseholders and part­
ners in firms transferring their nain('S holus 
bolus to the constituenc,- wher(' the chances 
of the Labour candidate were doubtful for 
the purpose of defeating him. I know what 
I am speaking about; I contested an elec­
tion, ancj I was defeated by twentv-one votes. 
There 'vas an election twelve months after­
wards, and it was found that dozens of 
pNsons had transferred their r,arnes on their 
property qualification to the electorate I was 
contesting for the purpose of defeating me. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Intelligent people. 

Mr. GLEDSON: If they were, they were 
not like the hon. member opposite. I do not 
want to waste much time in useless debate. 
The Minister has definitely stated that there 
is not going to be any property vote under 
the Bill. This would mean two roJls. At 
the present time we have the power under 
this Act to allow the clerk to take the elec­
toral roll, if it is suitable, and use it for the 
purposes of his shire or town council <'leetion. 
Under Lhis amendment he could not ·do so. 
A special roll would have to be constructed. 
'This would have to be reprinted, and would 

•cost a lot of money, which would have to be 
borne by the shire or town council. This 
expense would be for the sake of probably 
about half a dozen who were desi rons of 
transferring their names. 

There is another point which arrses in con­
nection with this matter, The hon. member 
for Aubigny asks if the amendment intro­
duces a new principle. It does, because a 
person has the right under the parliamentary 
electoral qualification to vote for a member 
for the place in which he resides. You 
would have two different systems, one for 
the election of a parliamentary representa­
tive-for instance, the hon. member for 
Bulimba 'vould be able to vote for \Vynnum, 
and at the same time could exercise his vote 
in Fortitude Valley to prevent the election 
of the Labour member there. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: 'l'hat would be the 
only vote he had. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Whv should he have the 
opportunity of coming in and swamping one 
area or division? It is leading to corrup­
tion of the worst sort. I am sure that the 
hon. member for Aubigny is one man who 
will stand against corruption, which is a 
thing we should all strive against. Another 
point i" that in one local authoritv area the 
roll would be inflated and in another it would 
be reduced, and the matter becomes absu!'d. 
I hope that hon. members opposite will 
refrain from persisting in this senseless 
amendment and will get on to something for 
the i'mprovement of the Act. 

Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer): I support this 
amendment because I see its wisdom. There 
arc many persons to·day living in areas in 
which they have not much property, and it 
would be very much to their benefit to 
exercise their votes in the places where their 
interests were greatest .• I find myself in that 
position, and would much rather vote where 
my interests are than in the particular town 
in which I am living. I hope the Minister 
will give the measure his serious considera-

tion. According to the statements made by 
the hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat, one would imagine that we are looking 
for more than one vote. I think the amend­
ment is a reasonable one. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted in clause 8 (Jir. Nott's amendment) 
be ,,o inserted-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYES, ?4. 
Mr. Appel 

, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, 1N. H. 

Bell 
Brand 
Costello 
Deacon 

, Edwards 
, Elphinstone 
, Fry 
, Kelso 

Kerr 

Mr. King 
, Logan 
, Maxwel! 

Moo re 
,, Morgan 

Kott 
Peterson 
Roberts 

, Swayne 
, Taylor 

Vowles 
Warren 

Tellers: Mr. Costello and Mr. I.Jogr~u. 

Mr. Barber 
Bertram 
Brennan 
Bruce 
Bulcock 
Coliins 

,. Conroy 
, Cooper, F. A. 
, Cooper, W. 

Dash 
Dunstan 
Farrell 
Ferricks 

, Foley 
Gillies 
Gledson 

, Hartley 
Huxham 

, Hynes 
Tellers: Mr. W. 

NoEs, 37. 
Mr .• Tones 

Land 
Larcombe 

, Lloyd 
McCormact 
Mullan 
Payne 
Pen. se 
Pollock 
Riordan 
Ryan 
Smith 
Stopford 
Theodore 
Wellington 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

, Wright 

Cooper and Mr. Hartley. 
PAIR. 

Ayc-Mr. Petrie. No-Mr. Gilday. 
Resolved in the negative, 
Mr. ROBERTS (Nast 'I'oowoomba): I want 

to raise the point as to the large number of 
electors who, under this amending Bill, will 
be disfranchised. We hear a lot from members 
on the Governrr.ent side about every adult 
person in Queensland having the right to a 
vote. This clause provides-

" (i.) The voters' roll shall consrst of 
the names of all electors enrolled up to 
the immediately preceding thirty-first day 
of December on the electoral roll or rolls 
of the electoral district or districts corn­
prised within the ar,ea or division, as the 
case may be.'' 

That means that the printed roll as at the 
end of December will be the roll, and the 
Bill makes no provision for anyone voting 
except on the day of the election by ballot. 
The provision as set out for a Parliamentary 
election, which allows an elector if going 
out of the State to vote after the writ is 
issued and at any polling-booth within the 
State on the day of election, does not apply 
to municipal and shire elections. Let me cite 
the last electoral roll for 1923. What "as the 
position of the Toowoornba electorate, which 
is represented bv the Minister in charge of 
this Bill? The e1ection was held on 12th May, 
and it was found that between 31st December, 
1922. and ~\pril last over 700 adjustments had 
to be made. That is the number of new 
electors who were entitled to vote in the city 
of Toowoomha. So far as East Toowoomha, 
which is my electorate, is concerned, in that 
municipal area there would probably be 
another 500 voters who became entitled to 

.Mr. Robr;rts. ·1 
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vote between 31st December, 1922, and 6th 
April, 1923, when the rolls closed. · Thi; Bill 
provides that the elections shall be hold in 
April. Assuming that a person enrolled for 
the electorate of East Toowoomba is, in 
December, transfPrred to Brisbane, he will 
be entitled to become enrolled at the end of 
January, and Wb assume that he becomes 
enrolled. The <>lcction will be held in April, 
as provi·dcd in this Bill, and he will not be 
entitled to vote unless he goes to Toowoomba, 
where his name was enrolled in the December 
previous. That is not right. I want to see 
every facility provided so that every adult 
shall have the right to vote. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
voted against the adult franchise. 

Mr. ROBERTS: When did I vote against 
the adult franchi·e? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLJC LANDS : When 
I introduced it in the Act of 1920. 

Mr. ROBERTS: That is a different matter 
altogether. To-day every adult has the right 
to vote in local authority elections, and ur der 
thos conditions we should give it the very 
widest application. The Minister was asked 
by one hon. mmnb<•r what was the percentage 
of electors who went to the poll. and he sa;cl 
iJ was IPss than 50 per cent. Is it any wDnde,­
that it is less than 50 per cent. v>hon in the 
citv of Toowoom ba alorw, under this nwthorl. 
there will be rtl !oast 1,200 voters who will 
be disqnalifiod? 

Hon. F. T. BllENNAN: That did not apply 
to the last election. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am showing that the 
State <•lection was hold this vear on 12th 
May; the rolls were closed on 6th April, and 
behFcn 31st December and 6th April. out­
side any question of erasunl', there were 700 
odd new applicationc. '!.'hat rn<'ant rwonlc 
who were thon in the citv of 'l'oowooml~a ;nd 
were entitlnd to vote in "that municipal area. 
Under this system they will not be pcrrmtted 
to vote, and thcv cannot vote for the area 
for which they were enrolled in the December 
previous. 

The HoME SF.OllETARY: A large number of 
these people may hl' in East Toowoomba. 

Mr. ROBERTR: If I include East Too­
woomba, the number is over 1,200. I think 
some considerai.ion should be given to this 
matter, so that every person who is entitled 
shall be able to vote. 
[9.30 p.m.] 
The HOME SECRETARY : Do you remember 

the .discussion on the nomadic workers? 

Mr. ROBERTS: I am concerned about 
giving every elector in Queensland the oppor­
tunity of recording his vote. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 9-" Amendment of section 22-

Date of election." 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): This clause deals 
with the date of election. I would like to 
know what has induced the Minister to alter 
the date from March to April. The dis­
advantages of the later date should be taken 
into consideration. The hon. member for 
East Toowoomba stated that a certain number 
of voters are diefranchiscd. I would point 
out that the ways and means of local authori­
ties are prepared by the incoming council 
and it will be well after June before th~ 
ways and moans for the year i'n which they 
are elected are prepared. The overdraft is 
usually absorbed by the outgoing council. 

[ M1·. Robcrts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : They 
arc all twelve months behind. 

Mr. KERR: As the overdraft is absorbed 
Lof ore the rates etarl- to CD me in for that 
year, the workmen wilt have to be put off. 
because there will be no revenue to pay them 
with. I think it is better for the Minister to 
consider that point rather than the question 
of getting names on the rolL There is no 
reason why the election should not be held 
in February. The incoming council could 
then prepare their· ways and means for that 
year, and there would not be the danger of 
the workmen being put off for a monrh, as 
might otherwise happen. Does the Minieter 
not think it better to obviate the danger of 
having men unemployed for a month and let 
the council be elected earlier so as to enable 
the ways and means to be prepared? The 
hon. gentleman stated on the second reading 
that the rcasDn whv the date had been 
altered from March "to April was to allow 
of the preparation of the rolls. There is no 
reason why those rolls could not be prepared 
by the end of February or the beginning of 
1\Iarch, so as to allow the incoming council 
scope to prepare their ways and means for 
the year. This matter was explained to me 
by the various councils in my electorate. The 
point was raised in the first instance by one 
of the councils, and I made inquiries from 
other councils, and they all agreed on the 
matter. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The 
last clect.ion took place m July. It has been 
ascertained that it would take a consider· 
able time to get the rolls ready bv March. 
)\.s the rolls as thev stand on 31st December 
will be used for municipal elections earlier 
in the year, the rolls could not possibly be 
got read,,- b: March. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 10-" ;lrnendment of Bection :2~­

RxtraordinaJ".V t·acancy "-put and passed. 

Clause 11-"Amendment of section PI­
Power to dissolve a couneil''-put and passed. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN: I beg to move 
1 he insertion of the following- new cl a use to 
follow clause 11:-

"In section thirty-two of the principal 
Act, after the words 'local authoritv. 
the words ' or joint local authority ' ~re 
inserted: and after the wor·ds ' loc~l 
fund ' J he words ' or common fund ' are 
inserted.'' 

Mr. 21.100RJ<J (A nbigny): I would like to 
know exactly what is meant by "joint local 
anthoritc.:." DoPs it mean such boards as 
the Joint Heal< h. Board? There is no 
definition in the inbrpretation clause. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): 
The .Joint Health Board is constituted under 
ihe Health Act, and could not be '"ffected 
by this Bill. 

Now clause (Mr. Brennan) agreed to. 

Mr. GLEDSON (lpMrich): I move the 
insertion of the following new clause to 
follow the clause just inserted-

" The follo1Ying provision is added to 
sectiDn forts-four of the principal Act-

From and <1fter a date to be fixed in 
that behalf by the Governor in Council, 
by Order in Council published in the 
' Gazette,' it shall not be competent 
for any local authority to appoint as 
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clerk any person who is not the holder 
of a certificate granted under the fore­
going regulations: Provided that noth­
ing in this provision shall apply to 
the continuai:cp in office as clerk by a 
locoJ autl1ority of any person who is 
not the holder of such certificate." 

The clause gives the right to those already 
employed to remain in office. 

New clause (Jfr. GLrdson) agreed to. 
Clause 12-" Amendment of section 51-

Control, etc., of ncce.').rwry public works in 
area "-put and passed. 

Clause 13-"Classification of roads"-

Mr. MOORE (AubJ.U"?I): 1 move the inser­
tion, after the w0rd " increase," in lino 33, 
page 6, of the vvords " or Llecroase." There 
is no provision in the Bill to a !low for a 
decrease of tho width of a road. In very 
rnanv cases there are towns with roads 
3 chains in width, and it is a very great 
hardship upon the local authority to keep 
thorn in order. l !mm,· in•tances not very 
far from Toowoomba-Oakey is a case in 
poir>t-where it hrrs been enormoucl:· difficult 
1o make good roads between the shops on 
each side, and all sorts of schemes have been 
devised to get over tho difficulty. This Bill 
is deoigned solely to inct·ease the width of 
roads and not to decrease them. 

HoN. F. T. BREKNXN (Toowoomba): It 
is impoc · ible for me to accept the amend­
ment. I would point out to the h:m. member 
that the amendment would conflict with 
the policy of the Lmd Act. 

Mr. MOORE: Later on in this Bill power 
is given to a local authority. where a road 
is exchanged, to sell the land acquired and 
pay the proceeds into the local fund. If the 
Land Act is going to affect one case it 
should affect the other. The case is different 
where land is disposed of bv the Lands 
Department. The road bel~ngs to the 
Department of Public Lands, and the money 
does not go to the local authorities but goes 
to the department. 

Hon. F. T. BmNNAN: A council might 
want to decrease the width of 'a stock route. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not sug;;est that the 
money received from a stock r'autc should go 
into the coffers of the local authorities. We 
want to be able to lease the land to the 
people along~idc. There is no provision in 
the Bill for Jecreasing the width of a road. 

Mr. GLEDSON : The land could revert to the 
department, and they could decrease the 
width of it. 

Mr. MOO RE: I would like the Minister 
to give the local authorities power to 
decrease the width of a road. 

Amendment (Mr. Jfoore) negatived. 
Clause ] 3 put and passed. 

Clause 14-" Amendment of section .59-
Land ancl build-ing.• for public p11rposes "-

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I 
beg to move the insertion, after the word 
" inserted," in line 10, of the words-

" also .after the words ' rubbish depots' 
the words ' sale vards for the sale of 
animals' are inservted." 

Mr. MOORE (Aul>igny): I would like the 
Minietcr to say whether he has received any 
request from tho local authorities in connec­
tion with this matter. Thev can now sell 
impounded stock anywhere they like. What 

is the object of the amendment? Why 
should the local .authorities be placed in the 
position of having that power? 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): It 
is only giving to the local authorities addi­
tional power which they may reqmre from 
time to time. 

Amendment (ll:lr. Brennan) agreed to. 

Clause 14, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 15-" Resumption agreements to be 
approved by llfini.r;;ter"-

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I beg to move the 
omission of lines 21 to 44, reading-

" of five hundred pounds or up" ards, no 
such agreement shall have any force 
or effect or be binding upon the parties 
until the same, setting forth the true 
and full compensation which has been 
ruado or is agrc 1Jd to be rnado ~o such 
person in respect of such takmg or 
acquirement, has first been subm11 ted to 
the l\1inister for his approval, and the 
::\Iinister, not" ithstanding any such 
agrl'ClllCnt or that the compensation 
agreed upon has been made by th~ local 
authority to such person, 1nay, In _his 
discretion, require tlwt the compensatiOn 
to Le made for such taking ol' v.equire­
mont shall be loft to be determined under 
the Public ·works L"nd Resumption 
_\cts, 1906 to 1917, and upon such 
rcC{uiroment sueh compensation shall be 
determined accordingly, and may be 
<Cletcru1inod at an amount or value less 
than five hundred pounds, and the com­
pensation so determined ,hall be the 
compensation to be made for such takmg 
or acquircincnt; and if compensation has 
alr€adv been ma:de pursuant to any such 
a~rec1rwnt and is less than the compen· 
s:tio,o so determined. the local authority 
shall pay over the balance duo to such 
perc.on, and if the compensation so made 
is more than the compcnsa twn so deter­
mined, such person ohall refund the 
cxcec-s to the local authority," 

-with a view to inserting the words-
" of one thousand pounds or upwards. 
The Minister may, whore he has had 
satisfactory evidence submitted to htm 
that the transaction has not been entered 
into in good faith or is no~ in the best 
interests of the local authonty, cause an 
inquirv into the matter to be made by 
some person appointed by him in that 
beh~lf. who .hall have all the powers of 
a commission appointed under the Offi­
cial Ir.ouiries Evidence Act of 1910, anrl 
upon ;eceipt of the report of such 
person the Minister may rescind any such 
agreement. and thereupon such agree­
ment shall be null and void and any 
moneys paid by the local authority 
thereunder shall be recoverable by it 
from the person to whom the same wore 
paid.'' 

The object of this clause is to deal with 
unscrupulous persons) or tu prPYent unsrTUlJU­
l,Jus dealings. The clause as it ,tanch f<OOS 

a good deal be,, ond that. It lays down 
definitely in regard to the salfl d an7 pro­
perty or any purchase o_ver £.500. w.h0r; a 
local authority in connectiOn has entered mto 
an agreement to take or acquire any estate 
or interest of any person, that no 'uch ~gree­
ment shall have anv force, or be effecttve or 
binding, until it has' first been submitted to the 

Mr. J[err.] 
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Minister. The intention of the Local Authori­
ti~s Act to-day is to entrust the authorities 
with matters of local government. This clause 
tak~lS the power of local government out of 
thmr hands, and is going to act detrimentally 
to the intere,ts of the district and ratepayers. 
Very often a local authority ma;· enter into an 
R,g-reement by various l!lP.1..ns"' rather than 
advertise the fact that the local authoritv is 
the purchaser. They' can very often come to 
an understanding by devious means with 
benefit to the ratepayers. Under the present 
proposal, when people know that every such 
transaction has to be submitted to the Land 
9ourt, they will be rather careful about com­
mg to a:' agreement because of the legal 
expenses mvolved. I ask the :Minister not to 
limit the scope of the powers of local authori­
ti'es with respect to making any arrangement 
or agreement involving the sum of more 
than £500. My amendment does not ·depart 
from the principle which the Minister has 
decided to bring in. He wili find the amount 
is raised by my amendment from £500 to 
£1.000, and that the matter will not come 
be-fore the Minister unle>e on a cmnplnint bv 
some person. The amendment also deals with 
the powers oi the person to be appointed, 
who shall have a.ll the powers of a Commis­
sion appointed under the Official Inquiries 
Evidence Act of 1910. Thu local authorities 
uro ver~ much concerned. Thov are cont­
poeed of men elected on an a dui t franchise 
and are returned every three vears. Under 
these circumstances tl:iev shou1d be trusted 
to carry out all dealings· decided upon bv the 
council. They should not bo restricte'd or 
hampered by having to submit to the Minis­
ter all such transactions involving over £500. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Tootcoombu): I 
cannot accept the amendment. The clause 
as it stai_Ids <;ertainly gives the MinistPr great 
r'owers, but m most of the,e cases tho councils 
have t<? submit transact1ons involving largo 
expenditure to the Land Court for dGter­
mination. I have seen several aldermen of 
the Cities of Brisbane and Toowoomba and 
they explained that the reason whv 'these 
transactions do not go to the . \.pp ea! Court 
IS because of the heavy expense. I find th'lt 
the q<?v~rnment four or f-ive yearn ago n1adc 
provisiOn for appeal to the Land Conrt. For 
tlw protection of a.!dermen against the attacks 
vf the public. I think that. there should be 
some provision of this kind, so that there 
may be no necessity to go to the Land Court. 
The clause is thoro for the protection of the 
ald<crmen themselves as well as for the pro­
tcctwn of the electors. TfJe provision for the 
oppeal ogamst the valu,Jtion will terHI to 
ensure the bona fides of the deal. 
~r- TAYLOR (TV:ind:wr): I hope the 

Mimster will not persist m his attitude. All 
that is being asked for is that the awount 
be increased to £1,000. 

Mr. FoLEY: There is more than that in the 
amendment. 

Mr TA YLOR: I know one local authority 
which, a year or two ago, had to purchase 
a property comprising several allotmenta of 
land and a house. The local authority was 
desirous of making a blind road througJ' the 
property. The propertv had been placed- for 
sale for something hlcc :fa,200 to £1 500. The 
local authority bou;sht the property' and made 
the r?ad throug_h It. They got the road for 
practwa lly nothmg at all, ana they were able 
to sell ono or two allotments of tho land and 
the house. :Had they been rcstrictcd bv the 
limit of £500, they could not have done' this. 

[Jl1r. ]{err. 

I do not think theru have boon comp'toints 
vdiere aldermen and councillors ha.ve f~iled 
in their duty with regard to the expenditure 
of money o~·cr £500 for the acquirement of 
land for the improvement of their areas. Not­
withstanding the fact that we have the Land 
Court to go to with regard tc resumptwt;s, 
there have been times w her the councils 
wished to be in a position to buy quick!~ and 
without any delay. Ko matter what . the 
Minister mav say- in regard to resumpti?ns 
being dealt with by the Land Court, I thmk 
it will be admitted that they are gene~·ally 
costlv. Counsel arc engaged by both side_s, 
and 'very often £200 or £300 are expended m 
legal costs which would otherwise be saved, 
because aldermen generally are out fox: the 
benefit of the area they reprE'cnt. Qmte. a 
lot of land is being cut up, particularly m 
the metropolitan area, and it has been found 
necessary, as settlement grows, to re::-ume 
certain land to make roads to round off l;lgly 
corners. You see that in the metropolitan 
area in Brunswick street. I do not know "hat 
the city council paid for rounding off that 
area but you cannot buy these corner allot­
ments for· £400 or £500. You ha Ye to pay 
a fair amount for them, and I do not sec that 
there is going to be any hardship involved by 
making the amount £1,000 instead of £500. 

I hope that the Minister will be prepared 
to accept the amendment. It is not g·oing to 
alter the principle of the Bil! or the _idea ~e 
wishes to carry out. I take It that his mam 
idea is to see, when these purchases arc m&de, 
that they are fair and square. 

Hon. F. T. BREXNAN: I will accept the 
alteration to £1,000, but not the rest of the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMA)J: Might I suggest to 
the hon. member for Enoggera that he with­
draw his amendment, and then, if he wishe& 
to do so, he may move a further amendment. 

Mr. KERR (Enogyera): As the Minister 
is not likely to accept the whole of the 
amendment-unfortunately. in my opimon­
[ ask leave to withdraw it. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

1\fr. KERR: I beg to move the omission 
of the words " five hundred," on line 21, with 
a view to inserting the words " one 
thousand." 

Amendment agreed to, together with a 
consequential amendment on lino 36. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 16-" 1Vidt ning of roads"-
1\fr. VOWLES (Dalby): Thio clause d~als 

with the realignment of roads and gives 
rower to the local authority to acquire the 
necessap, land by purchase or to acq1;1ire it 
in a particular way, which, to my mmd, :s 
a novelty. The procedure adopted here _Is 
not the procedurE> adopted under the Rail­
ways Act. Certainly notice is g·iven to the 
owner telling him that his land is to be 
resumed or acquired for the purposes of 
roa.lignment. After that notice is given he 
is not allowed to erect any buildings without 
a permit. I am not dealing with land where 
buildings are erected temporarily, but with 
l»nds acquired for the purpose of Iealign­
ment on which buildings exist. It seems to 
me that we are going behind t]w whole 
basis of compensation as we have under­
stood it in the past. In the Public W ark& 
Land Resumption Act certain well-defined 
principles are laid down. If you look at 



Local Author1'ties [16 AUGUST.] Acts Amendment Bill. 525 

the principles which arc contained in th_is 
Bill you "·ill find there IS a very b19; 
diff~re;,ce, and a difference whic_h . is not 
equitable. If you look up the diCtiOnary, 
you will find that " compensation" means 
" That which constitutes. or is regarded as, 
an equivalent; that which _compensates for 
loss or privation." The portiOn of the clause 
I am dealing with reads-

" The land between the old alignment 
and the new shall not be taken by the 
local authority or form part. of the road 
unless or until such land has been cleared 
of buildings and structures and the local 
authority has compensated _the owners 
and occupiers, as next heremafter pro­
vided. but upon making such ?OmJ?ensa­
tion the land in respect of wh10h It has 
been made shall forthwith be deemed to 
be dedicated as part of the road." 

Then it goes on to say how compensation is 
~o be e··timated-

" Compensation for any injur~ous 
effc~ts suffered by r-eason of the rea,Ign­
ment may be claimed, but shall be limited 
to pa vment of the value of the land taken 
by reason of the realignment." 

I arr at a loss to know what the <effect of this 
ic going to be. If it be that a person whose 
property is required for the purposes of the 
,·ealignment of the road has, first of all, . to 
remove that portion of his property on wh10h 

buildings are situated before 
[10 p.m.] compensation is to. be estimated, 

and compensatwn 1s to be given 
merely fm the J;;.nd value, h'e will be suil:ering 
an inj notice. If buildings exist on the land 
end ha> to be removed, the owner affected 
by a notice should receive by way of com­
pemation the cost of the removal of those 
buildings, because he might have to go to the 
cost of laking out the side of a building and 
restoring it again. There is also the ques­
tion of oeYcrance, which is a! ways taken into 
consideration in cases of this sort. In order 
to pul the quuotiou of an owner affected by 
realignment in ca,us RUch as this in th" posi­
tion he would be in under the Public Works 
Land Resumption Act, and even under the; 
Railway Act to a great ext.ent, I move the 
omi•·sion of the following words after the 
v;ord " claimed " on line 50, page 8, to the 
end of the paragraph-

" but shall be limited to payment of the 
value of the land taken by reason of the 
realignment, and such value shall be 
ascertained and such compensation 'hall 
be payable as of the date w·hen such land 
is cleared of buildings and structures by 
the owner or occupier, whether for the 
purpose of rebuilding to the new align­
ment or not.," 

with a view to inserting the words-
" and in estimating ,such com·pensation, 
regard shall in every case be had not only 
to the value of the land taken, but also 
to the damage, if any, cause·d-

(a) By the severing of the land taken 
from other land of the claimant, and 

(b) By the cost of structural altera­
tions rendered necessary by snch re­
alignment;-

and compensation shall be assessed accord­
ing to the value of the land, estate, or 
interest of the claimant on the date of 
such notice.'' 

If my interpretation of the clause is wrong, 
I would like the Minister to point out where 
it is wrong. There is an opportunity of 
injustice being suffered, and I take it that 
it is not the function of Parliament to do 
anything which is going to inflict losses on 
property owners. 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I 
have not quite caught the meaning of the 
proposed amendment, which is novel so far 
as local authorities in Queensland are con­
corned. The cl a use in the Bill under dis­
cussion is in operation in other States and 
also on the Continent. It gives the council 
power not to allow people to put extensive 
buildings up unless they a-dhere to the proper 
alignment. If a building is burnt down, for 
instance, it can only be rebuilt on the proper 
alignment. The council could come along 
and resume the land, but the owner would not 
be deprived of the proper value of the land, 
but would receive fair compensation. An 
owner woul-d be prevented from putting 
expensive buildings on the land on a frontage 
which was out of alignment. That is to say, 
new buildings cannot be constructed on the 
cJd alignment. 'Th-e owner will have to go 
back to the new alignment to build. 

M,-. TAYLOR (Windsor): I am not quite 
ckar f.rom the Minister's e:.:planation as to 
what is meant. \Ve know that the Erisbane 
City Council has been purchasing or giving 
notice of re,umption of various properties in 
order to widen certain streets. If the inter­
pretation of the hon. member for Dalby is 
co,-rect-and if you study the clause, it cer­
tainly c-oems to bear out his contention-no 
J•rovision is made for compensation to the 
owners of buildings like the Centennial Hall 
if the council decide to widen Adelaide street. 

Hon. F. T. BREKNA:-<: Oh, yes. That is not 
a realig11ment; that is a resumption. 

:\1r. TAYLOR: I do not think this clause 
clears the matter up. 1'herc seems to me tc 
be a possibility of a great deal of litigation 
over the matter. 

Holi<. F. T. BRENNAN ('l'oou·oomba): I 
would point out to the hon. member that the 
paragra~ph which the hon. member for Dalby 
proposes to amend reads-

" Compensation for any injurious effects 
suffered bv reason of the realignment 
may be claimed, but shall be limited to 
payment of the value of the land taken by 
rf a:'lon of the realignrnont, and such value 
shall be ascert<tined and such compema­
tion shall be payable as of the date when 
such land is cleared of buildings awl 
structures by the owner or occupier, 
whether for the purpose of rebuilding to 
the new alignment or not." 

Such a realignn1ent may not occur for years­
perhaps not for fifty years-but once a build­
ing i; pulled down or is burned or is other­
wise romoyed after the notice specified in the 
clause has been given, the owners are noo 
r.llowed to rebuild except on the new line. 
The council will pay compensation for the 
land as it is cleared of buildings, and the 
owners will have to fall into the line with 
the new alignment. The idea is to prevent 
the owners from rebuilding so that the coun­
cil will have to pay for valuable new 
buildings later on. 

lJi r. Taylor.] 
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Mr. 'rAYLOR (lVindsor): The Minister 
said that the realignment might not take 
place for fifty years. It might take place in 
twenty years; it might take place in a week 
or a fortnight. In any case, what harm is 
there in accepting th<:' amendment'? It simply 
states the position clearh. :'-!obody can mis­
understand the amendment moved by the hon. 
member for Dalby, but at the present time 
the position is in doubt. 

Mr. KING (Lo(lan): I would like to ask 
the Minister what the position is in the case 
of a reajignment of ~\delaide street. for in­
stance. If notice is served and a building 1s 
not removed, is it to stay there until it 
tumbles down? 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Yes. They could not 
put another story on that building. 

· Mr. KING: Then until the building 
tumbles down or is removed the council can­
not widen the road. Take the case of Kent's 
.buildings, \Yhere I hanJ my office. I under­
stand tha.t building has been l'ecently acquired 
by the city council. 

Hon. F. '1'. BRENNAN: That is not a re­
aligumcnt. It is a cornpuls.ory rcsurnption. 
H may take sixty yct1rs to complete the re­
alignment of one road under this dause. 

At 10.10 p.m., 
Mr. DcNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. TAYLOR (lVindso1·): I want to ask 
the Mimter if notice is served on the owners 
oi the builcling known as the Centennial 
Hall in Aclclaide street that there is to be a 
new alignment 15 or 20 feet further back, 
and a icw weeks after the place is burnt 
down, and then a few weeks after that 
ag·ain another one is burnt down further 
Jown the street, is he going tD have a zig­
zag sort of alignn1cni ? 

Hon. F. T. BRE~~AN: Yes. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is an extraci'rdinary 
prons1on. It will h<tve the effect of depre­
ciaimg the valne of the property. The 
Mlni:-ter says thnt it is no usP a rnan repair­
iug- his property unless he brings his build­
ill!:{ into accordance with tho new alignment. 

Hon. F. '1'. BRENNAN: That is so. He will 
not be ailowod to repair it, 

Mr. TAYLOR: I think that is ridiculous. 
I think the amendment moved bv the hon. 
member for Dalby should be accepted. 

Mr. MOO RE (A ubi(lny): If it is going to 
be carried out as the 11inister says, it may 
be ridiculous, but there will be no hardship. 
Still thoro is nothing in iho clause to sav that 
it will be carric'd out in that way. Later on 
the Bill provides that the council shall have 
pc•wcr to g-ive notice for the removal of a 
--::ertain structure, and five :vears are allowed 
in which it is to be done. One thing seems 
to work in wiih the other. If the structure 
]u, s to be pulled down, then it is only fair 
anrl reasonable that compenoation should be 
paid. 

Hon. F. 'l'. BRENNA~: The Bill says so. 

Mr. MOORE: Later on in the Bill there 
i; power given to the council to say whether 
a building shall be permitted to remain, and 

[ZJJr. King. 

the council has power to order its demolition. 
If a person is to be allowed compensation, 
then that is all right. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Yes. 

Amendment (Mr. Fowlcs) negatived. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (Tanan(lo): I beg to 
move the addition after the word "traffic" 
on line 41, page 9, of the words-

" Provided that nothing in subsections. 
(3} and (4} hereof sh;tll apply where the 
land is not within a township or within 
a shire or division of a ~hire declared by 
the Governor in Council to be a residen­
tial district." 

The amendment is moved for the purpose 
of eliminating areas in outlandish districts. 
and to bring within the provisions of the 
clause only areas of a residential character. 
It will be· quite obvious to the Minister that 
this amendment is essential. because in cut­
ting lJ.P land in out of the way districts it 
is quite impos•·ible to avoid being on a road. 
Ic is quite impossible to run it through 
another man's property, and it will be quite 
impossible to umtinue the road through the 
areas adjoining where) it is cut up. I think 
the· amendment is on!:;· reasonable and 
should be accepted in the interests of the 
areas subdivided. 

Hon. F. T. BREKNAN: I will accept the 
amendment. 

Amendment (Jir. Edwards) agreed to. 

HoN. F. T. BRE:'-1:'-!AK (Tno11'oomba): I 
beg- to moYc the insertion, after the word 
" area," on line 48, page 9, of the following 
words:-

" Provi·dcd that the etandard number 
of hou.,cs shall bo so fixed as to provide 
a minimum area for each house of 16 
perches." 

This is a simple amendment which is self­
explanatory. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAimiAN reported progress. 

The resumption of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

PERSONAL EXPLAKATION. 

Mr. MAX\YELL (Too?Cnng): I desire to 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for Toowong 
bo allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE 11EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: Last night I had occa­
sion to leave the House for an hour and 
a-half to attend a reception given to Miss. 
Campbcll of Durban by the returned 
soldiers in my electorate. Pri".Jr to leaving 
the Home I arranged with the "Whip" for 
a "pair" \'!:'hen ihc vote f'rtme on in connec­
tion with the closing of the parliamentary 
bar. Something went amiss, and tho " pair" 
was not re-:orded. I desire nov,- to say that, 
had I been prewnt on that occasion, I would 
have voted for the closing of the parliamen­
tary bar at the same hour as hotels. 

Mr. PEASE: See that you do not go there 
for a drink after 8 o'clock. 




