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WEDNESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPF\KER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
PASTORAL REN'l'S AND RETROSPECTIVE 

COLLECTIONS. 

Mr. SW AYNE (Mirani) asked the Secretary 
:for Public Lands-

" 1. What was the amount collected in 
rents from pastoral leswes unde1· the 
retrospccti Ye proYisions of the 1920 
amendinl'( Land Act? 

" 2. \Vhat is the hig·hest amount in rent 
per acre charged b:T the Crown to any 
of its tenants at the present time? 

"3. Under \Yhat form of tenure is such 
rent charged~ 

" 4. \Yhat is the highest rent per acre 
charged for p.ostoral holdings at the 
present time?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
\Hon \V. McCormack, Cairns) replied-· 

" 1. £613,289 up to 31st December, 1922. 
" 2. £350 per acre. 
" 3. Special lease. 
• • 4. 4d. per acre.'' 

MuNDUBBERA-:Y1o:-~To RAILWAY-SECOND 
SECTION. 

Mr. CORSER (!Jurnett) asked the Secre
tary for Raih\ ays-

" 1. Hav. working plans been prerared 
for the second section of the Mundubl··era
~Ionto Railway? 

" 2. ·when will "ark on this section 
from the south bank of the Burnett and 
north to Monto be commenced' 

"3. Arc plans completed for the rail
way bridge to cross the Burnett at the 
-commencing point of this section? 

" 4. Is it the intention of the Depart
meut to out in hand thf' earl" construc
tion of this railway bridg·e," so as to 
prevent unr.eccssar;y delay in work on 
the section to Monto, along which a gTeat 
part of the earliest settlement of the 
Upper Burnett will take place?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppcl) replied-

" 1. vVorking plans are now being 
prepared. 

" 2. On completion of the first section. 
"3. Yes. 
"4. It is not anticipated that this bridge 

(which is to be of timber) will delav work 
on the next section." ~ 

BEERBURRUlll SoLDIER SETTLEMEN'r. 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secr·etary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. How many men wore in occupa
tion on Boerburrum Soldier Settlement 
on 30th June last? 

" 2. How many settlers left during the 
six month,, ended 30th J uno last? 

" 3. IIow n1any vacant far1ns '"ere 
there on that date? 

" 4. What is the total expenditure on 
the settlement to 30th June last? 

"5. Of thi,; sum, what amount has been 
expended on the State farm?" 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI\'DS 
replied-

" 1. 293 settlers and 12 informal lo,,sees. 
42. 

"3. 117. 
" 4. £359,245 3s. 7d. 
"5. £16,000, approximately, to October, 

1921. Since that date the area comprised 
Ill the State farm, which has been made 
ayailable for sekction by discharged sol
d!ers, has been kept under cultivation at 
a cost of £1,743 Ss. 3d. to 30th J uno 
1923." ' 

STALLIONS REGISTRATION BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. X Gillics, Eaclwm) : I beg tD 
n~ove~ 

"That the Hous0 will, at its next 
sitting-, resolYe itself into a Committee 
o' the \Vhole to consider of the desirable
ne., of introducing a Bill to improve the 
breed of horses. and for other incidental 
purposes." -

Q<lestion put and passed. 

:'\ERA::\'G RIVER BRIDGE AND SOUTH
POR'l'-BURLEIGH ROAD BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \V. :\IcCormack, r'airns): I beg to 
ll10YC~-

" Thai the Bill be now n·ad a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

J\1AI~ ROADS ACTS i1.:YIE:'\D:YIE:"<T 
BILL. 

IxiTIATIQX IX CmnnTTEE. 

(Jlr. Einran, Brisl;rrnc, in the ch((ir.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. \Y. McCormack, Uairns): I beg to 
lllOYC-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Main Roads 
Acts in certain particulars." 

'The object of the proposed Bill is to amend 
the CYiain Roads Acts to provide for a system 
of den lop mental roads uS contrasted with 
main roads. It has been found under the 
principal Act that the Main Roads Board 
are entirely engaged on what are main roads, 
and we find that throughout the State there 
arc centre' where it is deo,irablo that we 
should have power to make what may be 
termed developmental roads as \Yell as main 
roads. 

:YIL TAYLOR: You moan now roads? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes. roads which cannot be classified as 
main roads. but roads which may be 
required to serve group settlements or pro
ductive cPntres by connecting them with 
rail centres. Such a road cannot he 
<kscrilwd as a main road, and the shire 
council, perhaps, is not financially able to 
build the road itself. so that the people are 
deprived of the benefit of an up-to-:date roa~. 
\Vo are olacin"' £40 000 on the Estimates th1s 
year f01: roads of 'this character, but the 

Hon. W. lllcCormack.] 
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councils concerned will have to carry their 
share of the cost. After the road has been 
built to sul'h a centre from the railwav fvr 
purely deYclopmental purpose'. the obli£r'atJOn 
of upkeep v.·ill be thrown entirel0 on the 
f''1Uncil concerned. 

l\ft. COf•.TELLO : \Vhcther they approve or 
not'? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The same form >Yill he gone through as in 
the case of a main road now. The Main 
Roads Board arc not going to force on to 
councils either 1nain road con~truction or 
developmental road construction. Vie h~w· 
had many a;,plications from councils request
ing that certain ro'1ds bo declared malq 
reads. Tho~e roads arc not 1nain roads a~ 
defined in the prc•·ent Main Roads .\.et. Tlw 
d1fferenC'e between a rnain road and a 
deyelopmcntal road will be that the councils 
\Yill ha\ c to undertake the upkeep of the 
latter. \Y c believe that once a dcvP1op. 
;ncntal road i.., built it should be a cnargo 
on the people in the vicinitv, bccon.!e it i
not a n1ain road. Po,Ycr is also sought under 
the Bill to allow an entry to be made u;JOn 
private land for the purpose of getting 
materiaL Tn certain districts roads hnYe 
been surYeyed and pegs placed in the ground. 
lt is proposed under the_ Bill to n_1ake t_ho 
rcn1oval o£ suryey peg~" 1n -connection y·nth 
rnain road.~· an offence. 

::\1". TAYLOR: Do·co that JWOYision not cxi,,t 
und('r the prcs0nt .Act? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA?\DS: 
l_'"es, but we arc tighteni11g it U:i_L r:I'here 
i-: also pro\Tision in the Bill for dealing 
with the stealing o£ the use of motor care. 

HOXOl'RABLE ME:\IBERS: Hear, hc~r ! 
'fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Tlw idea of placing that pmyision in a:1 
amending l\1ain Roads Bill is to JH0Yent the 
n1anufacturc of criminals. It may be argued 
that \HO should amend the Criminal Code 
and deal '·' iih this offence~ ·under >•ection 4·~5 
of that Code; but it is not a desirable thi1lg 
to do so. ?\o countrv in tl1c >YOrld has 
S(J far nuuJu the stc~ling of the use of 
chattel a. criminal offence. Tn oth~r Stat •s 
they haYe ~peci .. ,) Acts of Parliament dct!ing 
with this particular matter. \Ye can meet 
the sihu tion, as has been done in -VictoTia. 
by mabng the taking of the use of a mcto 
car belonging to any other inc]iyidual an 
G:ffcnce undC'r the }lain Roads Act. l-Ion. 
llle:mbers will ron1cn1ber that rccentt~.~ a rn·u1 
'\Yas arrcstrd for usin'-.:.· a n1otor c~u· '\Vhen 
ho took it and went f'Dr a "joy ride" and 
thc'n abandoned it. The Chief Ju·.tico held 
that there was no provision for making the 
stealing Df the uso of a 1notor car an offence. 
The police then charged the man \Yith steal
ing the petrol in the car, but the jury woulJ 
l!Ot conYict. becauso the:,7 did nDt regard th,~ 
offerwe really as a cri1ninal offencC'. I agree 
that it is not a good thing w create 
criminals. The P'malty proYided for the 
offence in the Bill is a fine of £20 or six 
rnonths' in1prisonn1cnt, according to the cir~ 
cumstancos go..-erning the case. The pro+ 
Yision in this Bill gds oYer the difficulty, and 
gives the protection needed. It is not like 
amending i.he Criminal Code, where we 
would have to make the stealing of the use 
of a n1otor car a C'riminal offence. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnr:tt): I understand 
that one of tbo ·real causes for tho introduc
tion of thi,; Bill io; to make provision for 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

the opening of the land in the 'C ppe1· 
Burnott di~trict which is not adjacent to "' 
rail'\\a:l· 

'I'ho SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIC LAXDS: Oh, no. 
~lr. CORSER: I think the Minister i& 

iiitroducing the Bill to enable hin1 to put 
i: into force in the Upper Burnctt district. 

'I'ho SECHETAilY FOR .PcnLIC LANDS: T\o. It 
um bo operated in the Uppr·r Bur.1ett dis
trict, but there is a nu~nbcr of other districts 
'\Yhcrc it ('an also operate. 

::\1r. CORSER: I think it is OS•<'ntial from 
the ~Iinistcr's point of Yiew that powe1~ 
should be given to allow it to operate in 
the Upper Burndt district, although the 
Bill does not spccificall y say w. 

The SecRETARY FOR l'1JULI'' Llo;Ds : There 
j~ qnito a number of districts in which ir
could operate. The chair uan of the ::\Iaiu 
Roads Board first brought it under my 
notice. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minister claims that 
la .. d 20 to 30 milE" away fro3J the raih.ay 
in the 'C pp er Burr,ctt di,trict will be made 
ayailable by those deye]opmontal road,. but 
they can only be construct0c.l uudcr the pro
vi,ions of the Bill which is foreJ1adowed. 

l\lr. KELSO: It applies to all Queensland. 
.Mr. CORSl~R: Yes, it does apply t:l all 

Qucensh01d. It strikes me as not being an 
altogether fair propc.,ition to f'sk the settlers 
who are going upon t,he land >Yhich is to be 
(l})Cned up by roacl and raihYay to pay the 
whole cHt of the upkLcp and half the cost 
of th0 roctd. 

The SECHETARY FOR l'l•BLIC LA;.;DS : H >vill 
tlDt apply in those areas. \V c ar(~ already 
doing that under another Act. 

:'\Ir. CORSER: Certainly, but not in th0 
'C pper Bm·nett. The C:mntry put:;· lwlicYc 
that all main roads should be> a charge on 
the State, and that half the cost of upkf>Cp 
slwnld be borne bv the local authorities. This 
Bill provides, as 'in the paot, tha.t the local 
authority shall eventually be charged \vith 
half the coc·t of the construction of the road. 

'The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIC LAXDS : They 
arc carr~'ing the \vhoie burden ut prcE-..,nt. 

Mr. CORSER: It is a plank in our plat
form t1wt roads should open up settlement 
c:Hcas, even if they arc not n1ain roads. 

The SBORET.IRY FOR Pc·nLIC LA;.;Ds: ·whose 
platform? 

Mr. CORSER: Thcl Country party's plat
form in the first pla.ce-thc party that th"' 
hon. gentleman feared so much that h~· 
nssistcd in ,viping out four cf th~ir seats. 
I agree with the general pritcciple of the Bill, 
but I wish that the policy of the Minister in 
ecgard to main roads was in keeping with 
our own, and that he would make the cost of 
main roads a. cha rgo on the State and not 
force settle' to pav half the cost and the 
, .. hole upke.Pp. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA;.;DS : Y on 
w;·re hero for ,-ears and made the local 
authorities carry, the whole of the burden. 

l\Ir. C'OR SER: The Minister and his p'lrt:r 
were also here for years and kept the Denham 
Government in power by supporting them in 
connection with tlw Railways (Guarantee) Act, 
They could haYc put the Denham Govern
ment Dut of office in 1913 if they had sup, 
portod my motion to abolish the guarantee; 
but they supported that Government in pre
ference and kept them in power, and now 
they say wo were responsible for the railway 



ll!lain Road' Acts Amendment Bill. [15 Auous-r.] Palmerston Land Settlement Bill. 461 

p:uarante('. The guarantee principle contained 
in thio Bill is a continuance of the eame prin
ciple and puis a furl her burden on the seHIN. 
which is far hoayier because he has to p~y 
half the cost of co:::~struction. \Ye hope that 
the guara.nh'C princiiJle, eyen in connection. 
v.-ith our 1nnin roads, 1Yill be abolished, and 
that the cost will be made a charge on the 
8-tatc, c<.::.p _,rially as corr11nercc is so 1nuch 
bencfit0d lw them. 

Mr. DEAC0::'-1 (Cunninyham): I 1'•".11ly 
cannot Lf'O nnv ncccssit.v for the B.i.~l. I 
understood the l1dinister ·to say that he was 
placing th: eum of £40,000 on the Estimates 
tbis year for deyelopmental roads. That will 
only build 2 or 3 miles of road, and it will 
take suci1 a long time to do even that that 
the prcpooa.l "·ill not be of much asoistance 
tn the e tders. A meta.lled road is a ver; 
good thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS : You are 
getting one built in your clcctont", and the 
people hayc not offered any objertion. 

Mr. DEACON: It is mnch more expcnsiYe 
than a raih, ay. If yon are going to op0n 
np a ne ~cttlemcnt. the best road ancl the 
( hoapest a railroad, and it is n1uch more 
{!nchn·ing and returns more reYcnue. Any 1nan 
would prefer :1 railroad to a n1ctalled 1na.in 
read and it. is a bad principle to extend sucir 
a ~chcn1o tu a new settlement. This road v;.rill 
be of no a~:;istance. 

The S :CRETARY FOR Pt:BLJC LAXDS : IV nnld 
'"OU ha,·c a railmad w!lereYer you haYc a 
road? 

:Yh. DEACON: If the building of a road 
j.;. going to cost n1orO than tlH; building 
of a railroad. it would be Letter to ha,-o 
the 1atter. You are going the nH o:;t e~(pf-'nsiyo 
\Yav about the business, and if the Mi11i~tcr 
,,-jll Jnakc inquiries und con1par.~ the cost of 
the road, he '• ill ftnd that I am right. 

Mr. WARRE::'-1 (J.lurrumba): Thoro is a 
good deal in what the hon. member for Cun
ningharn bas 8aid. VVe hayc rc'1chct1 the 
:;;tagc ·when we ha ,-c io consider \Yhethl'l' our 
ruain rou.d principle is as g·ood as \VC expected 
it to be. If we aro going to make a fir~t-class 
roacl for carr_ving fairly heavy traffic. it 
will cost m considerably more than would a 
railroad. 

1\Ir. Dc:>iSTAN: \Yhat about the running 
-costs and maintenance? 

Mr. WARREN: I think that the mamton
ance of the sugg<'St' d main road is going to 
be more than that of a railroad. \Ye clwuld 
consider whether these main roads are boing 
t.J be as beneficial as V\r'C thought they \vould 
lw wlwn the Act was passed. Take the Red
cliffe road. 'There is no question that that 
main road will ncYer satisfy i.he Reclr-Jiffe 
peopl0. It >Yill never be as beneficial to 
the Ponin.~ula n~ a railroad would bC'. Fur~ 
ther. a railroad there would ked the rail
roads already laid down, and which arc not 
paying interest on the c~pital investEd. With 
these road-; \YD are prepa1·ing for rnotor 
traffic which is going to compete with our 
railroads. As a rnatt0r of fact, there is a 
motor lorry competing with the railroad to 
Pet,;,, at the preoent time. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Good luck to them. 

3'-l:r. W.\RREN: I say good luck to them 
too. 
Th~ SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC 1 ,ANDS: That is 

a complete reply to the hon. member for 
C'unningham. 

::\1r. WARRE:\": I do not agr·e with that. 
This is on bad roath at the present time
roads that are not all they should be. If you 
are going to build main roads you must take 
into consideration the £50,000,000 or 
£60,000,000 indcbtedm,s for our railwa "'· I 
think there is much truth in the statement 
that the cost of roads is altogdher too much 
and thai' the:· are too big a burden on 
the settler. I do not apply that in the case 
of Redc!iffe, where a big subscription was 
collected, but roads generally are altogether 
too ,''\:pensive. E·{cn in the town-.. we are 
building roads with initial costs too 
groat for those roads to be profitable. It 
would be advisable to have a rai!v, ay ,-crvice 
over the Blackall Rang,o-cithcr a railroad or 
a mountain tramway-as it would l'o of 
g-reater benefit than a main road. 

I think the hon. member for Cunning-ham 
has throlxn out a good suggf.:stion, and the 
Goycrnment \, ouJd b.l very wiso to take into 
consideration whether or Dot the rnain road't 
ar a good prOllosition-partic:darly where 
they run practically pamllol with a rail
\:ay. I think it will be a good thing to build 
roads to agr1eu1tnral centres. An~,- systcrn 
that will JWOYide for the conslruction of roads 
to open np laLcl for settlement where rails 
cannot be laid down should haYe the support 
of this Committc., but I do not see that the re 
is any n0ce-,sit_y for this Bill to c,~rry out 
such a systf'ln. As to the ste-aling of motor 
car.-;, the ::\lini~tcr has made a yerv fine dis
tiHction in r0gard to the making of ; criminal. 
I do not kno-\y that a n1an '"~1o gt"t-s six 
1nonths is not a crirniual, no n1attor \Vhat he 
mav be found p-uilty of. If anything can bo 
dmi-· to stop tlw stealing of motor cars, it 
will be a g-ood thing. I do not understand 
the necessity~ for the Bill, but if it is going 
to in.lproYe the cha1wes of settlement in any 
dJ'.t!'lct, It dc.scncs the support of this Com
mittee. 

Qu.e~tiun put and passC'd. 

The Ho~:se resumed. -. 

The C'n.umLG reporie-d that the Committee 
had co1nc to a resolution. 

The rv -:Jl ution was r" greed to. 

FmsT TIEADIXG. 

Th~ SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS 
(IIon, \Y. McCormack, Cairns) presented tlw 
Bill, and mo.-ed-

" That tho Bill be now read a first 
ti1ne. ~' 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading of the Bill was rr,ade 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PAL:Y1ERSTON LAND SETTLE::\1EKT 
BILL. 

I"'ITIATIOX IN CO'IDIITTEE. 

(Jir. Kir11Jan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

'rh, SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. .l\!IcCormack, Cairns) : I heg to 
ll10VC-

"That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to make better pro.-ision for 
the land settlement and development of 
the Palrnerston ar-Ea, in North Qw'ens
lan.d." 

This Bill is somewhat on the lines of the 
Burnett and C'allide settlement scheme, except 

Hon. TV. !}JcCorm4ck.] 
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that in certain particulars tho cir~tnnstances 
governing· settlement in North Qucenslnnd 
as compared with the Burnett arc different. 
The object is to open up a very valuable 

piece of land situated between 
[4 p.m.] the head of the Inniofail-Xcrada 

tramline and the Beatrice River 
cJo,e to Millaa Millaa. It is a very Yalur,blc 
piece of land, along vvhat is kno1Yn as Oswald's 
Track. The land is equal or similar to the 
htnd on the Athcrton Tableland. At the 
kll"Csont moment it is not available for settle
ment b( ~a use there are no means of c·vm~ 
munication; but it is intended to extend the 
2-ft. tramway from Ner<tda, Dr cast of 
::\f erada, up to this Yaluablo area of land. 

An OPPOSITION ME)fBER : Cro><·n land "? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
Crown land. 'Iherc is a lot of first-class 
juagle land. 

An O!·POSITIOX nbThiBER: !\lore or less. 

'Ihe SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LAXDS : 
I think more. _\ good deal of land in tho 
vicinity io almo3t unexplored. Quite recently 
1ve had a surve~,or inYcstigating the table
land at the head of the Tully River. That 
IS one of the finest pi<:ces of country in :\'orth 
Queensland, which was pre1·iously almost 
unknown. It yyas known to the loc·al people 
as jurigle, but \Ye haYe now ~cane id0a of the 
extensive f~trlp of country which exi,.ts there, 
and it is conntry of a similar cla to that 
on the Athcrton Tableland. It is land that 
WG shall hn' c no difficulty in getting settlers 
v.pc,n a~ soon a.s \\ e provide mean-; of con1-
n•uniclltion. The p,Jmerston land will be 
councctcd with the Innisfail raihYa I' svstcn 
b.v 1ncan~ of a 2-ft. gaug tram\vay. V The 
,-stem of group ,EJection will be adopted. 

'lhcro is a rainfall of 90 inches a 1ear. It 
is not proposed to hand over the t'imber to 
the gnttlcr. The For< _:trv DPnartmcnt \Yill 
market the timber on this pa-rticular .trea, 
after supplying the settlement. 

}Ir. Vm,-LE3: At a loss. The trannyay 
will be run at a loss, according to this report. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
I do not think so; that is only the opinion 
of some indiYidual. There is no timber being 
marketed 011 the Atherton Tableland to-clay 
at " Ios... The people v:ho arc marketing the 
timber that is coming off the Athcrton Table
land-either the Forestry Department or 
private owners-arc not doing it at a lo~.:. 

I1lr. CoSTELLO: Th<" Forestry Department 
arc tough with their royalty. 

The SECRETARY FOR PPDLIC LAXDS: 
If the loyalty is. the eau:<~ of the high price 
of tin1bor) then tltc ho11. rncn1brr oppositl' 1 

8.:: a supporter of a prcyious GoYPl'ilillU1t. 1 
in a Yel'"':T unfortunate -situation. The 
Fon'''·t~·~,r JJ'cpar1n1t'rit are using sonE' of t~lC 
r;rofit-.5 fron1 the \~al.-: of tilnbcr for rr::trforesta
tiOfl_, Rttcl the private indiYidnal who g0t 
cout•f'.::~ions fro~.cl th-:; hon. n1ernber's GDYCl'n
ment prJYiously is getting that in addition to 
bis profit, V' hi,·h is pure profitocring. 

:\fr. CoSTELLO: \Yo do not tuke any rc·,pon
sibility for that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS': 
No; but you are the I incal -descendants of 
that Government. (Laughter.) 'The ForestrY 
Department are. making a profit; but they 
arc, at least, usmg some of the money they 
get from stumpage or royalties in replanting 
trees, which the private individual is not 

[Hon. lL McConnack. 

doing. In ton or twelve years there will be 
no forc,ts in Queensland unless we consorYe 
our timber. 

An OPPOSITION 'iYlE:~rBER : In how many 
yc,n·s? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In a verv short time the timber rc,ervcs will 
be almo;t exhausted; and how shall we get 
on then? HoweYer, that is another matter. 
I may have the opportunity of placing 
before the Home a Forcrtry Bill which will 
jn so1ne directions go towards conserving our
forests and replanting forests. 

OPPOSITION :\1E'TBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRET • .l.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The idea under this Bill is to cut up the· 
land into 160-aerc portions. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: How far is it from Innisfail? 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
Son1c of it adjoins l\lillaa :',lillaa. It is 
a continuation of the tableland on the eastern 
slope of the coast range coming down tram 
Millaa Millaa. The land is first class dairy
ing lancl. A goocl deal of it is, of course, scrub 
country like Millaa l\1illaa. l\lillaa Millaa. 
is beautiful gTazing country. This scrub 1s 
very rou~h countrY and better for stock 
than lci'Cl country. "\ve hope to place dairy 
farm,,A,rs on n1o~t of this area. Provision is 
made for the establishment of dairy factories, 
a.nd later on for the acquirement of tho fac
tories by the producers of crcan1 in ~:1,; 
arc· a~. 

It is proposed to make a departure in 
rPgard to finance in this particular instance._ 
\V c are fl\?,tablishing u fund to be kno,~ n as 
the " Palmerston Fund." Money appro
priated bJ Parliament from time to time will 
be placed to the credit of the fund, and the 
Lands Department, in conjunction with the 
State Ac!Yanees Corporation, will advance 
money to the indiyidual solectors. \V c hope 
to get over SO''!C of the dPlay YYhich now 
takes place in connLction 1-vith advances, and 
>YO wish to bo able to stipulate that certain 
work shall be done bv the sdeetor.s. Ono 
of the stipulation, will ·be that a selector has 
to ckmr and gTaze not less than 50 acres of 
land. It is admitted that in that district 
50 acres vvill run sufficient stock or milking 
cm1·" to enable a selector to earn a livelihood. 
\Ye are making it compulsory that one of 
the first uncleri a kings o£ the selector shall 
be the clearing and grazinv of land and the 
lmildint;' of a hou::;c. I do not want to go any 
further into the matter now-I am sorry to 
ha vc been drawn a,, a0· on the que·, tion of 
forests. The second reading stage ~vill give 
hon. members an opportunitv of gcttmg more 
inforrnation. " 

Mr. :\IOORE (Liubiuny): I haYe gone very 
carefully through tho report with regard to 
the construrtioCl of this tramway, and. after 
reading tho report and the vrtrious evidence 
placPcl before tlw Public \Varies Commis"ion, 
it appen·s t.o m<: to bo a most undesirable 
proposition until we get further evidence. 

:\fr. COLL!Xf.: You \\ould say anything 
against North Quecnland. You have never 
been there in your lifr). 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member was one 
of the In>'lnh..__rs of the Con1mission and had 
the opportunity of li>tcning to the evidence. 
I havo read the evidence. and, if the hon. 
member can show me that it is suf!icient to 
warrant us in spending a large an1ount of 
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mGnev in opening- up an area in which settle
ment "is going to be somewhat problematical, 
it will be a different matt~r. 

Tlto SECRETAR" roR PUBLIC L.\NDS; It is as 
good as the Darling Downs. 

1\Ir. :VIGORE: I am not going to be drawn 
off the track bv the hon. gentleman. VI' e are 
dealing with the opening up of a big area in 
Kortlt ~,ueensland. I do not think we have 
suHicicnt evidence before us to show that th1s 
is g·oing to be :1. payable and successful pro
po;jtion. The evidence is perfectly clear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Look at 
the map. 

:'.Ir. "'IOORE: I am not bothering about 
the map. That is what they do in the Lands 
Dcrartment. They say, " Look at the map, 
which shows there are about 80,000 acre' of 
land indicated bv a coloured portion on the 
map." Nobody ·had been over it, and they 
opened it up for soldier settlement. That is 
"hat they did in the Lands Department. 

The SLRETARY FOR PcBLIC l.AXDS : '\Vhere ? 

~,h. :MOORE: In the l'almerston area. 

The SECRETAHY FOil PUBLIC LAI'DS : It ts 
not yet designed. 

J\Ir. ::\IOORE: I shall give the evidence 
of tlh Under Secretary for Lands hinFelf 
to o,how whether it is opened or not. If he 
giYc's \".l'Ong e-Yidence, it is not my fault. 
First of all we coarc to the poiut ac to the 
area- of land which is available. Various 
wr,ons who have lived in the district--somo 
dain· fanners ono or i\VO land agents, and 
en·~ "hotel-kec~cr-suggcsted that there ,v-er!J 
Lcl "'f,'ll 150,0C·J and 200,000 acres, 011 which 
from 1,000 to 2.000 families could be settled. 
Thea :Jlr. S"\vain, Di·rcctor uf Forests, was 
a.skt•d-

·' Hv lVIr. Collins: You have an idea 
of the area of the country we arc inquir
iHg int.o?-Yes. 

'' \Vhat is the ,acreage ?-Between the 
tw) rivers aLout 40,000 acres. 

"Bv the Chairman: Would that 
include the Palmcrston area ?-That is 
the Palmerstou area a:; I understand it. 

" Dy i1Ir. Collins: You base your cal
culr,tions on a 40,000-acrc area '1-Y os. 

"\Ve have been led to Loliove that ,,,e 
arc inquiring into an urea of 186,000 
acre· One ectimate was that, there were 
156,000 ac:;e> ?-I am taking the benefited 
arc• a bet iYPen th,• t~;t-o rivers. The tn:llll

line would onh benefit the timLer pro
position betwee"n the two rivers." 

:\Ir. liARTLEY: It is only the benefited area 
that he is talking about. 

".Ir. l\100RE: The benefited area is the 
v J'< .1 from which the people can got their 
produce on to the 'railway lino. No,, I 
come to what Mr. Molville, the under Scc
retar; for Lauds, said, in answer to :Nlr. 
Collins-

'·' The country betwee'n the l\iaalan 
Riror and the \:Yaltcr Hill Range is 
practically unexplored territory. Are 
officers from your departme:1t carrying 
out that exploration ?-No. \Ve are only 
inquiring- definitely into the country 
bctv,~0eE the two rivers-about 50,000 
acre', I take it that later on, if any
thing i,, done. they will have to ascc,rtain 
whether the tramway could be extended 

or '.Yhethcr 
Lmnxplorcd 
Creek." 

you will have to tap the 
country from Liverpool 

"By Mr. Payne: The most important 
thing to me is: Ho·,,, much of this land 
,,-ill be made available by the building of 
a tran1way or a railway ?--Tho figurc:3 I 
11aYc given are lvhat \\C C.:l'tirnate. r:rho 
1111p shmn about 3 miles between the 
two Johnstom., at the nearcct point, and 
at rho widest part it is about 6 miles." 

There is the evidence a.s to the area that 
"ill be available if this tramw"y is extended. 

The SECHETARY FOH PuBLIC LA:.;Ds: Do you 
m':an to '"Y that you do not believe the 
cnclencc given before the l'ublic \Vorks 
Con11nis~ion? 

:Hr. ::\IOORE: I believe the expert 
c,·iclenco tl1at there are about 50.000 acres 
avail,Jble, but I 'aY that we ·hould try to 
gc1~. 1nore eYidenco b0fore ""' e agree to tho 
clc ,,rableness of introducing this Bill. The 
Comrni·;:;lon, iu their report, say-

. " The only thing lacking at present 
iS a nwuns of access to a 1narkct, and, 
a_lthough the land in question is excop
ttona!ly fertile, there is no possibility of 
it being selected unlc.;;s access to a market 
is n1ade rn~ailable." 

:;\lr. \Vithan1, tean1ster and assistant survcvor 
'"ts ack0d by 1\ir. Cooper- • ' 

"Do you think a tramlinc is the best 
method of assisting in the rapid settle
ment of that district ?-I think it is the 
onl:~'" ay to settle it.' ' 

:\1r. A. J. Crowthcr, General Manager and 
Lcputy Corr.mi,,ionn' of the l\'orthern Rail
ways, was a~ked by tho chairman-

.. We h1ne been told that there are 
ahont ninety-nine cur\ c:,., on that line. 
Is that so ?-I coulcl not answer that." 

'· By Mr. Collins: Is the present tram. 
\\~ay fro.n Innisfaii to Nerada a profit
able undertakiEg· !-No.' 

JHr. R. D. JHacgregor, tho ofliccr in charge 
of rnihvay' at Innisfail, was asked-

. :·By the Chairman: Have you any
tltn,g further to add for or against the 
propo"t! to c,tond the 2-ft. tram way 
fro:n i'\erad.1. to the Little Boatrice 
River ?-I hav2 been connected with the 
tr.,mways hero since 1914, a~"d the busi
ness h~c- so increased in that time that I 
iincl that tlw utilitv of the 2-ft . .racwe 
is oxh:tusted." ~ i? ":) 

~he uti~ity of the tram>Ya:· is exhausted by 
ilH.: tra£-uc Up to the !)J'00Cllt terrnlTIUS, and 
llOW thoro is a proposal to extend it .a,nothe.c 
23 , milH. It io certainly a most oxtra
orchnary proposition. 

A.t 4.15 p.m., 

Mr. DcxSTAN ((/ympir), one of the panel 
o~ Temporary Chainnen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

::\Ir. CONROY: More rolling-stock ! 

}h. ::\JOORE : I do not think the hon. 
lllcmbcr has rcJc! the report. Later on l11r. 
Cro"thor was asked by the chairman-

" You really do not know much abm;t 
th>Lt country?-Ko. I can only give 
CVJdence as to an extension of the line 
from Nerada in one ,regard. The maxi
mum load I can hold with a 2-ft. engine 

Mr. lJf oore.] 
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is 35 tons, as the grades are too steep, 
and with aE increase of traffic I will not 
be able to hold greater loads. I want a 
bott or linB so far as gradl ~ are con
cerned. 'The prcGont line is far too costly 
to \rode" 

'Then, ~.lr. Melvill0 was a··ked-
" By Mr. Collins: Into what areas is it 

proposed to divide this land ?-Possibly 
160 acres; 160 acres of good scrub land 
arc quite sufficient for anyone to make a 
living on. 

'' Have you any idea of tho value to 
be nlaced on this land 'l-It would be 
Joad"cd for road construction, and, making 
a guess at it, I should say from £3 to £q 
an acro. \Vc have opened up land in tho 
parish of Dirran at £4 an acre." 

l\1r. Page, a comn1i~~ion agent, was asked by 
~lr. Pa.yne-

" \Vlmt do you consider the unim
proved value of the land within a radius 
of 3 mile·. on each side of the pTcsont 
trarnway ?~--It is not worth £1 an acre, 
because of the lack of facilities." 

Another qm,t'on put to :Ylr. lllchillo was 
the fol~owwg by Mr. Collins:-

"It \'.ill depend solely un the con
struction of a trannvary or a railway ·:-lt 
ls no u~e COllsidcring tlL~t land for selcc· 
tion unless there is au.:c"" l.Jy a trmnl\-ay 
o1· raih•-ay. \Ye designed certain area:-, 
a. d the Public J1,tato Impruyoment 
Hr<wch completed that track and did a. 
littlre bit of formation. \Vo opened tho 
blocks for about 7 1niles frouting thL' 
road in quc~.tion, with the idea of getti11g 
thPs< blocks selected in 01 dcr to keep 
that roaU open. Thcrr "\Yas not a block 
~elected for son1e considcraLle tiinc. 
Then it 1 \-a.:J. sei apart for .:;oldiPr Sl·ltle

lnent, but nothing vvas dune iu regard to 
soldier ::::ettlmnc11t. Then it was releaseJ 
fro;n '~oldicr setLlclnont. lt ,, as decided, 
hmycym·, to lll'OCC< J only with the opcn
il>g of the portions .tdjac"l;t to the 
clearc.c\ road of 7 mil ·s in length and 
on 8th August, 1921, ~ thirt:,--seyen' por
tiollS_ \\·ero opOH d £or perpetual lease 
selection at the Lands Ufiico, I11nisfail, 
for landless n1en, u11der pcr"'011Ll 
rc::)id~~nce coHditions, 'vith p1·iority for 
discharged soldiers. Tho portions ranged 
from 67 to 160 UCl'C'· in area the maxi
ll1Ul11 area that .a person ~ould sel~ct 
being J 65 acres. Two portions were 
,eJected, but ha.Ye since boon surrendered. 
That is the rcqult of our endoayour to 
sdtle that land without railway com
rr1unicatio11. '' 

Mr. Collins also asked 1\.lr. Melyille-
,, Do 1 understand you to say that you 

opcmed for sekction land for a distar:cu 
of 7 miles from 1 he present terminus at 
Ner.,da, and thot only two block, were 
taken up, and 1 L\)SQ ~.\"ere -.ubscquentiy 
surrendered?-Yes. 

''Considering uLat the land thrO\Vil 

open for selection Vi as within easy acces3 
of the present tramwa.y, does that not go 
to proye that under existing conditions. 
even with a trun1line, there is no demand 
for land in that localit·, ?-You have to 
take into consideration 'that the 7 miles 
•,vas just a. cleared track with very little 
road farnuttion on it, and t.hero ~vas no 
dairy or butter factory anywhere in the 
locality." 

[ Jl1·. !f1 oore. 

Then ),lr. Davics, cane fanner and co1n~ 
n1i~sion agent, V; as asked by J\Ir. Collin~-

" How do you account for the low 
, a lue of the privately owned lands along
side the present tramway to Nerada :
rrhere 8.rC llO pU1':5Uits in "\Ybich those 
holding the land can engage through 
lack of transport rtnd lack of a fa"tor.L 
I 'Jleak particularly as to dairying. 
Th0re is sornc cqnc grown along the )rne, 
but it j., subject to grubs, which detracts 
from the 'aluc· of that land as 'Jrnptrcd 
to the ri 1·cr flats. 

" rfhc lllCU.D>::" of transport arc already 
there in the shape of a 2-ft. tramway. 
Ho x is it the land is not put to some 
use '!-'I'herc is no indu~try in \vhich they 
c ~n cngagP. 

"Is there sufficient land available to 
\Yarl'ant the erection of a butter factory? 
-Yes." 

'There YOU ha ye a ('OITlnlis3ion agent saying 
that tho land is \Yorth only £1 an acre alonl(
sidc the present tr .mway, although it is of 
sia1ilar quality, and it ceu1s extraorduwTy 
that wo ~hould be a-.kcd to go la for the 
oxponJi1urc of a larg(~ snu1 of lllOncy v..·ith~nit 
sutlicicnt iuforn1ution to v, arrant us in \TCtiHg 

fur it. Now wo come to tlw questiou of the 
tituber, as to '-rhich the Connni 1:::Jion say-

" It is e,titnn,tod tbat the an:a c_'crrics 
,bout :,000 superficial feet of timber 
per acre, i1F·lnding silky oak. maple, rrnd 
other valnabl "\ scrub ti1nbers. ::\Ir. 
\Yithnn1, toatnstor and ns:3istant surYcyor, 
who stated that he had been on'r the 
greater portion of th£ Pa.lrrH.:r:<on land-~. 
estimated that the proflt from the timL. r 
\Youlcl be Jlc,crly sufllcicnt to J'R~ for tLo 
rm:l:,truction of tho tram"'c ay. 1 

}fr. \\"ithanl v~as asked by ~\l1,·. Collins-

" \Yonld that be so if the Gon'rnmcnt 
took the timber off "-It \Yould be a 
paying proposition for thonl. l ':·oyld 
certainly like to hayo the proposJt;on. 
If you gave me all the timller at its 
c~-Jllll11Crcial value I could ruino,·o it. aEd 
I think I coulJ nearly pa:. for tlw tram
line and the construction of a road out 
of the profit. 

"Do I understand vou to .c >.v that the 
va1ue of the timber ~on the f 1alrner.ston 
area would pay for tho con,truction of a. 
tramline ?-It is only a rough estimate of 
mine, bnt I should sa.y it would. 

"By ::Vlr. Cooper: BY that ''OU n1ean 
the proflt after expenses wore paid?-
Yes. Of coursr that is a matter that 
\\;J,Dts going into properly. It is only a 
rough C'·t.ilnato.'' 

On tho same point ::\lr. Swain, Director of 
Forest::;, \Vas afkcd b,.{ tho chainnan-

" I-lav(' you got any statcn1ont pro~ 
pJ.rcd showing the tin1bcr r<..<,ource':. '?-I 
would like to explain that the ordinary 
proc:..dure in tirnbl'r c..;tiruatiug by the 
For: stry Department is to establish a 
snrjes of surypv ca1nps oyer tho .a'rea and 
actually n1akeu a lo-c·tl c oti1nate. That 
e ~tirnato is now in the cvur::'~ of prepara
tion, ancl the eYidenco that I can giye 
on tho ti,nbce re:::ourccq is onl:·.r approxi
mate~. The are~l affected by the tra1nway, 
so L .. r as tho ti1nbcr resources are con~ 
ccrne<l. is bdwccn the J\'orth and South 
Johnstone RiYers. That is .111 area· of 
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jungle country which was more or less 
knocked about by the 1918 cyclone." 

Mr. Swain, continuing his evidence, says-
" There is on that land maple, silky 

oak. white beach, black bean, red bean, 
walilut, brown 6ak, silver beech, water 
gum, and many other odds and ends of 
so-called scrub timbers, some of which 
mav or may not have a marketable 
val;1e. The proportion of maple and 
silky oak is rather low in relation to the 
o-rdinary jungle country of the North, 
and consequently from a timber point of 
view it has a lower value than most 
other areas. So far as we can estimate 
there are probably 4,000 superficial feet 
of timber per acre and probably 
160,000,000 superficial feet on the whole 
41rea between the two rivers. The value 
of the timber or the possibility of market
ing it depends on the price obtainable in 
the market as against the cost of cutting, 
hauling, loading, and freighting. So far as 
I can calculate there are only three kinds 
that we can market profitably-maple, 
silky oak, and white beech. At present 
the entire quantity of 160,000,000 super
ficial feet is utterly valueless because It 
has no mllirket value. 

" \Vhat class of timber is at present of 
no value ?-I have with me some samples 
of timber to illustrate the class of timber 
that is growing in that area. They will 
convey a better impression to the Com
mission than mere names. The first 
sample is walnut or black mahogany, 
which is one of the most abundant tim
bers on that area. iVe estimate that 
there aro about 30,000,000 superficial feet 
of walnut. With a 2-foot tram>%ay the 
cost of marketing per 100 superficial foet 
f.o.b. would be approximately 17s. 2d., 
and the estimated market value per 100 
superficial feet f.o.b. is 16s., showing a 
loss of 1s. 2d. by marketing." 

There was evidence given that the value of 
the timber was going to pay for the cost uf 
construction of the tram line, and hecCJ we 
have Mr. Swain saying that he is going to 
lose 1s. 2d. per 100 superficial feet when 
marketing. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Not on all of it. 
Mr. MOORE: No. 

The PRE~!IER: \Ve are going to make it 
ma'l'ketable. Unless we attempt to market 
it, it will never have any marketable value. 

Mr. MOO RE: Mr. Swain continues-
" Ho"' much maple ?-Two hundred 

superficial feet per acre over the whole 
area." 

V\' e ha vo .evidence from Mr. 
teamster and assistant surveyor, 
been all over the area. He says in 
ment :-

Witham, 
who has 
his state-

" 'The Palmerston area is well timbered 
with maple, about 1,000 superficial feet 
per acre; bull oak, 2,000 superficial feet 
per acr2; Putt's pjne, water gun1, ash, 
black and yellow walnut, quandong, gitto, 
kauri pine, black bean, and crowsfoot 
elm. It is a very hard matter to estimate 
timber apart from maple and bull oak 
as they mostly grow in patches." 

Apparently he classes silky oak as bull oak. 
Mr. J\fcGregor, the offic'r in charge of rail

ways at Innisfail, ga vo this evidence-
" 116. By Mr. Collins: Do you have any 

1923-2 G 

difficulty on the present 2-feet gauge in 
hauling log timber ?-Timber tr;;ffic is a 
very dangerous traffic on a 2-feet gauge 
system. We have to take these logs on 
bogies which have no continuous draw 
gear. These bogies are set to take limber 
of various lengths-8 feet to 10 feet. On 
the present tramway there are ninety
nine 3-chain curves between Curraj ah 
and Nerada, a distance of 16 miles 67 
chains. A number of t.'>ese curves could 
be eliminated and haulage mad,, much 
easier, and we cou1d do some regrading, 
which would simplify the hauling of logs. 

" 117. Even if an extension were made 
from Nerada to the Little Beatrice River 
you would not be able to bring very big 
loads from the present terminus into 
Innisfail ?-Thirty-five tons is the heaviest 
load we can carry on that lino at the 
present time. 

" 118. That would be a very serious 
handicap in the hauling of these 
100,000,000 super. feet of timber1-Yes." 

I should think that it would be a verv serious 
handicap when you are only able to" take 35 
tons at a time. Then we come to tb3 question 
of the quality of the soil, and whether it is 
suitable for settlement. Mr. vVirth, licensed 
watorman at Innisfail, said that the soil was 
rich red volcanic soil, extending right to the 
top of the hills. He further said that there 
was no place in Australia that would carry 
Ro many stock per acre. His evidence went 
to s~ow that that country, when put under 
exotiC grasses, would carry at least one beast 
to the acre all the year round. Mr .T. L. 
Callagh::m, an official of the Lands Depart
ment, said that the country was essentially 
suitable for dairying. He continues-

" 313. By t.he Chairm11n: Dairving 
only'!-He just mentioned dair};ing. 
Speaking personally, it seems to me to 
be suitable for any class of agriculture. 

"314. Have you any knowled~·e as to 
~ow the country is watered ?-'l'he country 
IS watered by the J ohnstone River and 
iqnumerable creeks and streams. 

"315. By Mr. Collins: Have you anv 
record of the rainfall in ihat particular 
belt of country that you have described 1 
-No. I do not think so. It is always 
understood that that country ha.s a very 
heavy rainfall." 

Mr. McHugh, farmer a.nd hotel proprietor 
residing at Millaa Millan, was asked- ' 

"Do you know what is the average 
rainfall for that district ?-The rainfall 
is about 80 to 90 inches a year." 

The PREMIER : 'They have no correct record, 
Lecause the gauge always overflows. 

Mr. MOORE: Mr. McHugh said that there 
\\as no record of the rainfall in those parts 
11.vailable, but he would sa:· that the year!;~
average was about 150 inches. What I am 
complaining of is the lack of correct informa
tion. When we are asked to voto a good 
deal of money towards a land settlement 
scheme, which to my mind is going i:o be of 
problematical benefit, we ;hould have abso: 
lutely correct information. I want to know 
whether tho rainfall is 80 inches, 90 inches, 
or 150 inches. There seems to be nothing 
accurate. 

The PREii!IER: It is the wettest part of A us· 
tralia. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. :JlOORE: 11r. Vi'orth, licensed water· 
man at Ir;nisfail, in further evidenc,•. wa.s 
asked-

" 99. By Mr. Ryan: Do You know the 
nattEe of the countrY On cithCl' side of 
the track we traversed ?-Yes. It is ven· 
undulating, but it is not inaccessible. 
It is suitable for grazing purposes. >cs it 
is similar to the country around Millaa 
Millaa. and Malanda. where ilw settlers 
are engaged in dairying chiefly. There 
arc flats along the watercourses which 
are eminentlv suitable for .agri,mltural 
purposes, but in this tropical clima to, 
where !,he rainfall is so heavy. it is a 
wa.sto of time to attempt to cultivate the 
sloping land, because if you die! so the 
heavy rain would wash the soil all away. 
The 'proper place for cultivation is on 
the flats. As regard the undulating land, 
there is none better in any vut of the 
worlcl for grazing purposes. There is no 
place in AustraJia that will carry .. so 
many stock per acre. The authonti_e" 
here seriously state that t,hat country will 
carrv two and a-half beabts to t.he acre 
all lhe year. round, or t_en ~peep to the 
acre. That IS heavy grazmg. 

I could tell him that is heavy grazing. 
Mr. HARTLEY: You have not been anywhere 

but on the Darling Downs. 

Mr. MOORE : Mr. Page, a member of the 
Johnstono Shire Council, commission agr~ni:, 
and secretary to the Butter Factory Company, 
gave this evidence-

" \Vuuld it be nocesary to sow gra.ss 
here?-Y cs, I think it will be necessary 
to have permaneut pastures. There is 
suffi<·ient land available, which at present 
is only gro\ving seed grass, to \var~ant 
the erection of a butter factory at \\an
gan straight awav, and it would help 
to setLle the lancls beyond N crada. 
\Vhm·oas. if a butt<>r factory wero erected 
in the Palmcrston, it would be four or 
five years before you would get any 
return. If erc:cted at Wangan you would 
get an immediate return. The farmers 
on the Tableland a.re unloading a certain 
number of culls, and there would b<> no 
difficultY in the whole of that e1roa being 
converted into a closer set.tkment area 
if w" had communication. At the pre .. ent 
time you can onlv see sugar, but to settle 
that land prope;·ly you must also h:tve 
dairying, pig-raising, and maize
gro,ying.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There is 
wovision in the Bill to prevent them from 
unloading theil" cnlls. 

Mr J\IOORE: I am onlY quoting the evi
dence that was given before this Commisfion. 
Mr. Calhtghan gives this further evidence-

" 323. The fact that thPre is a party 
investigating as to \vhat is a li-ring area: 
presupposes the fa.ct that t?e d~portment 
is satisfied that the land 1s smtablc for 
the purpos<l indicated ?-;-It is suitable _for 
opening up for sclectwn and pos01bly 
dairying. The department has informa
tion that. it is suitable for dairying. The 
heigdt of the country makes ft _suitable 
for dairying. Several reports :nd1ca.te 
that th,e muntrv is ven' similar to the 
Beatrice River country, 'where the dairy
ing industry is at present E"otablished." 

'The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: He is a 
11 risball!' official. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. Ji.IOORE: They were all stationed in 
ih8 North at one time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAlWS: What 
about the Premier and myself, who have been 
over this land? 

:\fr. MOORE: W.hy did you not give evi
dence? 

The PREMIER: vVe shall give evidence hero. 
Mr. MC.lORE : Crown Lands Ra.nger 

Arnold in his report said-
" In character, this land is all dense 

scrub with some very nice flats and wide .. 
spread mounds, from whiCh it changes 
into undulating and very steep country, 
with occasional patches of stony lane!. 
The soil chieflv is red and chocolate with 
fairl:.' large tr'acts of clayish natuJ-e, >tnd 
also granite outcrops with hut shallow 
soil." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : What is 
wrong with that country? It is the same as 
the Millaa Millaa country. 

Mr. MOORE : There is nothing very much 
wrong with it. If you are going to clear the 
timbe1· off the land and grow grasses, the 
first heavy rain that comes aleng on th0 top 
of the granite will wash that off the soil. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Do you 
think it is all like that? 

Mr. MOORE: No. Ranger Arnold 
reports-

" The soil chiefly is red and chocolate, 
witb fairly large tracts of clayish nature, 
and also granite outcrops, with but 
shrtllow soil." 

That is the report of your own ranger, and 
that is the report wE' ha vc to go on. Mr. 
Callag.han gives this further evidence-

" \Vn propose to open it up under a 
Spc'ci.~l land settlement scheme. The 
country is dens<J jungle, a,nd cyclone 
devastated. Special conditions will be 
required to settle that country. The 
department has been considering that 
scheme for some time. One of the vital 
point.s in connection with the matter is 
tbe communication '"'ith the port-Innis
fail." 

The PREMIER: It was devastated in the 
1918 cyclone. 

The SecRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : \Voulrl.. 
you abandon Cairns and Innisfail altogether? 

Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about t,hat. 
I am talking a bout this evidence, and whether 
this lam! should b<, open0d up for settlement. 
Mr. Page giyes this further evidence-

" ·would there bo anv loss from ticks? 
-I do not think the ti'cks would do any 
harm at all. If the cow.< arc kept washed 
they would be free. 'The danger would 
be from straying cattle, which are of no 
valu~.'' 

21.1r. CaPag-.. han said that the flats wercc very 
rich and the hills were fit for gl'azing. I 
"-ant to know whether it will be possible for 
1 he people to get their produce from the flats 
to the tra.mline when it is constructed? Mr. 
Callagh>tn was asked that question, and he 
'aid he had no information whatever and 
could not say until the report c~mo in from 
1 !ce surv,'vor. He said he did not know where 
the tramiine was to go. Surely, when we are 
considering the quest,ion of land settlement, 
wP ought to have information as to whether 
it is possible, when the people take up the 
rich lands on the flats, that they will be able 
to get their produce to the tramline when it 
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is built. The evidence, so far as I can see 
in' the r0port, goes to show that a 2-feet tra.m
line in this area is unsuitable and will not 
carry the traffic. We have no information to 
show whether the people will be able to get 
to it when it is built. We know that the 
tramline at present extends to Nerada, anrl 
there is land on both sides of that line equal 
in quality to the land which is proposed to 
be settled. which is to-da"· being offered a,t 
15s. and 30s. an acre, and is not being taken. 

At 4.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the cha,ir. 
Mr. MOORE: We also have evidence to 

show that the Government opened the land 
to selection within 7 miles of the terminus 
after making a road from the Public Service 
Improvement Fund, and that even then only 
two blocks were taken up, to be subsequently 
forfeited. Is it any use building a tramway 
to open up lands for settlement when the 
people who are already settled there cannot 
dispose of their produce? What is wanted 
is the establishment of a butter factory at 
Malanda first to see if they can make a 
::iuccess of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
are making a success of it at Millaa ;'.lillaa, 
where they are producing for a butter fac
tory. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about that. 
Why not build a butter factory at the centre 
whero the people are settled now? The 
evidence shows that the land is available 
there at 15,. or £1 an acre, and even then 
the settlers cannot make a living. It is on 
that evidence that the House is asked to pass 
this resolution to make provision for the 
extension of the tramline. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Public Works Commission has been over it. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That is the evidence. Read 
the report. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA;-.IDS : Where 
was that evidence taken-in the Lands Office, 
Brisbane. 

Mr .MOORE: No; a great -deal of it was 
taken up in the district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: A great 
deal of that evidence you 'vero reading \Vas 
given by officers in Brisbane. 

Mr. MOORE: No; I think the evidence 
was tctken from two officers in that district, 
and the people in that district. Mr. McHugh 
and Mr. ·worth were living in that district. 

The PREMIER: No; not one person whose 
evidence you have read lived in that area. 

The SECHETARY FOR Pl.:BLIC LANDS: Mr. 
Mci-lugh Jives at Millaa Millaa, and Mr. 
Worth at Innisfail. 

Mr. :\100RE: Mr. Davis and Mr. Jurd 
live just on the edge of it. You went up to 
take evidence frol.)1 them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Their 
evidence is worthk'"· 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman is try
ing to make out that the evidence of these 
people is absolutely worthies", yet it is on 
their evidence that the Commission recom
mended that the tramline be extended 
bevond Nerada. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
evidence oi IY1r. Jurd and Mr. Davis IS 

favourable; so is Mr. McHugh's. 

Mr. MOORE: Their evidence naturally is 
favourable to getting the line built in the 
district, because they want to get a lot of 

people to go up there. The business people 
naturally gave their evidence freelv and 
favourably. I believe the evidence was given 
in good faith, but it is on their evidence that 
the Commission is making the report. We 
should have mOl'e evi-dence before us o£ the 
suitability of this land for the purposes 
intended. No one can point out to me that 
there is any evidence of this suitability. On 
the ·contrary, everything points the other 
way. We should have some evidence to show 
that the people can get to the tramline when 
tt is built. We happen to have a report sub
mitted by the Public Works Commission, 
whose duty it is to sift the evidence and say 
whether it is suitable or not, and apparently 
the Minister regards it as unsuitable, ior he 
says it is worthless. That is all the House 
has to go on. Probably the Minister. from 
his own experience, may know that country, 
but very few people have gone over it. Its 
use is all a matter of conjecture, and it is 
such a dense jungle that the surveyor says it 
takes three good brush men and himself a 
day to clear 15 chains. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Five or 
6 miles on the Beatrice River side you get 
the finest :dairying land in Australia. 

Mr. MOORE: You must remember the 
broken countrv that has to be travelled over 
to reach the 2-cfoot tramway, and the evidence 
of the Rai!v, ay Commissioner, who says the 
usefulness of the existing tramline is 
exhausted, because it cannot cope with the 
tralfic. You have also evidence that land of 
similar quality is offering at 15s. to £1 per 
acrP, and is not taken up. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 2-
foot tramlinc will serve the richest district 
in the North. 

Mr. ::\100RE : The Minister is talking of 
countrv on one side of the line, which is 
suitable for sugar-growing, whereas this land 
is not. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member'" 
time had expired. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodc:e, 
Chilla-goc): The hon. member for Anbigrq, 
in criticising the proposal, is apparently quite 
unfamiliar with the conditions of the North. 
I do not know whether the hon. member has 
been in this district, or whether he ha" been 
in North Queensland at all. If he has not, it 
places him at a serious disadvantag-f\ in 
considering a proposal of this kind. I am 
satisfied that any hon. member of t!.!is House 
who knows the district will have no hesitation 
whatever in believing that such .a eettlement 
scheme will be a success. 

Mr. MoORE: No one seems to know; that 
is what I am complaining of. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member doe• 
not seem to know. If the hon. member. or 
any hon. members of the Opposition. arc 
willing to go to North Queensland. I am 
willing to put facilities at their di,posCLl to 
take them throug.h this area. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Every hon. member on 
this side of the House who represents a con
stituency nO! th of Townsville knows this 
area, and has been through it. This country 
is a contiEuation of the same cla's of country 
as you pass through from Malanda to Millaa 
Millaa. and then goes down undulating 
country to the coast at Innisfail. The 
character of the country changes as it gets 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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nearer the coast. The reaeon why the 
country in tho vicinity of Innisfail has 
not been taken up for dairying is bec>euse 
everyone around Innisfail goes in for sugar
growing. There is no butter factory at Innis
fail. It was absurd for the Lands Depart
ment to open the seven blocks near 
Nerada as suitable for dairying when no 
butter factory existed. There has been agita
tion proceeding for the last two or three 
years around Innisfail to get a butter factory, 
but the promoters cannot get support because 
everyone there grows cane. At Millaa 
Millaa, where there is a similar class of 
<;)ountry-broken country-men are carrying 
on .dairying under the most favourable con
ditions in Queensland, and are supplying the 
Atherton butter factory. The present dairy
ing land settled around Millaa Millaa goes 
to the Beatrice River area, extends to 6 
miles beyond the existing rail head at 
M.illaa Millaa, and every block has been 
taken up. Across the Beatrice we come 
to this countr;;· known as the Palmerston 
area, similar in respect of natural water, 
the undulating nature of the country, 
heavy jungle, and other conditions as the 
country around Millaa Millaa. It has not 
been taken up as, because of the dense 
jungle, it has not been surveyed. This land 
is too far away from Millaa Millaa for the 
department to think of throwing it open for 
selection. and expect selectors to take pro
duce to Millaa Millaa, because the nature of 
the countrv would add to the cost of trans
port. It "would be unreasonable to place 
settlers there without giving them access to 
the land. The hon. member for Aubigny 
criticised this proposal to open up this area. 
extensive as it is, so highly productive, and 
containing so much timber, mainly on the 
ground that it ought to be served with a 
tramline of 3 feet 6 inches gauge. That 
argument might be raised, but the objection 
is that, if that is done, it will defer the 
opening of the land for years because of 
the enormous expense involved in building 
such a railway. The line from Malanda to 
Mil!aa Millaa cost over £15.000 a milo for 
a 3 feet 6 inches gauge. 'fhis 2-foot line 
will follow the spurs from Nerada towarcl 
the Bearrice River, and the survey of the 
Railway Department shows that the cost 
w;ll not be more than one-fourth as mu~h as 
a 3 feet 6 inches railway from Millaa Millaa 
-probably less than that-and a 2•-foot 
line \vill serve the necessitie' of the district 
for twentv vears or more. Later, when that 
district is' h~llv settled and highly producing. 
whatever Government is then in office will 
eventuallv have to consider the construction 
of a 3 feet 6 inches line frorn Millaa Millaa 
te> Mourilyan Harbour, a distance of a little 
over 40 miles. It would be absurd to con
sider the extension of the Millaa Millaa line 
down through that area and compel all the 
produce to go through Millaa Millaa to Tolga 
and then on to Cairns, over 100 miles away. 
There will be a tremendously heavy timber 
traffic from that area. and the line will also 
serve the intere'·ts of 800 or perhaps more 
settlers when they are fully producing. 
Everyone must recognise the futility of post
poning the construction of the line for twenty 
years, and then starting a broader gauge 
line, allowing the land to lie idle all that 
time. 

The hon. member for Aubigny says that 
we have not sufficient information and that 
there is a certain vagueness about the pro
posal. 'Ve have ten times more information 
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in regard to this Palmerston area thn.n the 
Denham Government ha·d in connection with 
a similar proposal. At the time when the 
Denham Administration proposed to build a 
line from Tolga towards Malanda, the country 
was all jungle, and you could not get through 
except by pack track to Boar Pocket-now 
Yungaburra. However, the Government took 
the chanc-e and risk, and authorised the con
struction of the railway from Tolga to 
Malanda. The same thing applied when they 
extended the line to Millaa Millaa. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is quite evident 
that they did some very good things. 

The PREMIER : Yes; a few good things, 
and some queer ones. J?efore they got 
approval to construct the railway from Tolga 
they actually opened up land for settlement 
at Millaa Millaa, 28 miles away from Tclga, 
and Harvey Jurd was one of the settlers 
who went there thirteen years ago on the 
definite promise that the Government would 
complete the railway; he was left there in 
the heart of the jungle waiting for it to come. 

A GoVERNMENT ME>IBER : He was not the 
only one. 

'I'he PREMIER: No, i!here were n,any 
more. The Denham Administration went on 
with the extension of the line from Malanda 
to Millaa Millaa with no more information 
as tr the land or the cost of the line, or 
anything else than we have in regard to the 
Palmerston lands. It is absurd to sav that 
no such development should take place until 
surveyed roads ar·e made. If we proceeded 
on those lines, we should have no development 
in North Queensland. Although it is not 
possible for anyone to go over the whole of 
that area because the jungle is so dense, i.t 
is not necessary to go over the whole area 
to appreciate its immense extent, its great 
richness, fertility, and suitability for dairy
ing. The idea that because a tract of the 
land around Nerada cannot be used for cane
growing, it should condemn the Palmerston 
area. is due to a lack of knowledge of local 
conditions. You will find areas of red soil 
right along in the vicinity of Nerada and 
along the South J ohnstone tramlines-land 
that is not suitable f!Jr canegrowing and is 
not being used for dairying because the 
holders of land, wherever suitable, cultivate 
cane and do not trouble about dairying. 

This P almcrston area is not suitable for 
cane; it is on rising <X>untry, 600 feet and 
upwards above sea level. It is red soil and 
subject to grubs and so unsuitable for cane
growing. However, it is eminently suitable 
for dairying. Some of the evidence said 
that tho country would carry at least a beast 
to the acre, and that is what exactly similar 
country around Malanda is carrying to-day. 

I can assure hon. members that the Guvern
mont are n<Jt taking any risk whatover in 
g-oing on with this land settlement scheme 
in North Queensland. It is only by adopting 
a bold land policy of this kind that the land 
will be settled reasonably and give the settler 
a chance. It is no us·e opening the land and 
allowing settlers to struggle along and lead 
a miserab!e existence for twenty years, as 
was done 111 the old days. \V e want to deal 
with the whole scheme as a comprehensive 
land settlement proposition. 

There is no one who knows the district 
who can doubt that the scheme will be a 
success. and I think the Government are w-ell 
justified in going- ahead with it. 

GOVERNME:liT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
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Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I think the object 
in circulating reports and attaching to them 
evidence which is given before a Commission 
is to give hon. members on both sides of the 
House an opportunity of being in the same 
position as those hon. members who belong 
to the Commission, that is, to give them 
first-hand evidence. Possibly, had the evi
dence just given by the Premier appeared in 
print, we might have put a different con
struction on the report than we have done 
to-day. 

The PRE:\IIER : The hon. member knows 
that the Commission went and personally saw 
the land. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not see how the Com
mission could have seen it. The evidence is 
that the country is unexplored. 

The PRE1IIER : You can make a pretty good 
guess as to the quality of the soil. There is 
a road through the country from Nerada to 
Millaa Millaa. I have ridden over it myself. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not disputing the 
quality of the soil. There is a large sum of 
money being invested in railway construction, 
and we want to see the best results got out 
of the expenditure of public money. I am at 
a loss to know how the Commission could 
come to a conclusion such as they have here 
on the evidence that is attached to their 
report. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The rail
way proposal is not involved in this Bill 

Mr; VOWLES: I know it is not. The 
evidence contained in thi "' report is most 
llnsatisfactory, and evidently the Minister in 
charge of the Bill is of that opinion because, 
replying to the hon. member for Aubigny, 
he said that some statement he mad,e was 
not in keeping with the evidence given. I 
know . that on occasions of this kind you 
get a man of the very best character, who 
has a knowledge of the locality to come 
before the Commission and give' first-hand 
evidence of what he himself knows. The 
most remarkable thing in connection with the 
evidence is that the first witness is a publican. 
No doubt he has interests which he desires to 
see advanced. When you examine his evi
dence you will see that it is all hearsav. All 
he says is that he believes the country to be 
so and so because someone told him. Then 
we have the evidence of two commission 
agents, who may have a personal interest in 
the district. 
. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Why 
mvolve the land settlement scheme with the 
railway proposal? The report of the Public 
\Vork' Commission is not a report on my 
scheme at all. 

Mr. VOWLES : It is pretty much the same 
thing; the justification for the one is the 
justification for the other. We are told that 
the land is of no value without the railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Would 
you have us open up the land without a rail
way? Do you know that the Country party 
advocated the same scheme in North Queens
land? 

M_r. VOWLES : I am not dealing with the 
me_nts of the scheme at all, but I strongly 
obJect to the Con:mission bringing forward 
evid:noe such . as IS. contained here in j usti
ficatJOn of then· act10n when the evidence is 
contrary to their finding. 

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. member 
is not going to start a discussion on the 

merits or demerits of the proposed ,railway. 
He would be in order in referring to it in 
passing, but not in discussing it at length. 

Mr. VOWLES: I say that the land settle
ment scheme is dependent on the railway, 
because the land without railway communica
tion is useless. If you look at the evidence 
of the whole of these experts, you will find it 
is contradictory. In many cases they are 
speaking from hearsay or departmental 
reports, and the whole thing is very unsatis
factory. If we are going to be asked to 
consent to the desirableness of certain legis
lation, we should be given all the first-hand 
evidence available. Even in this report you 
will find that Mr. Sexton is asked about 
certain evidence that is not in his possession, 
and he says it is not to be got. \Ve have· not 
got the benefit of that report. All I can 
assume is that, if these reports are circulated 
they are being circulated for a purpose. If 
the findings of the Commission are against 
the weight of evidence contained in this 
report, then we should get the benefit of their 
evidence, a.nd more particularly the evidence 
of men like the Premier and of the Minister 
in charge of this Bill, who say they have a 
personal knowledge '?f the area, a':d being 
members of the Cabmet, they possibly had 
a good deal to do with deciding on the intro
duction of this legislation. 'l'heir evidence 
should be on record. They should give us 
the benefit of their information and not o-ive 
information here in Parliamen't after a "dis
cussion has been started which should have 
been given before the Public W arks Com
mission. 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): As one of the 
members of the Commission who went 
through this com,try, I have no hesitation in 
saying, as a native of Australia, that I have 
never seen a richer area of country I'n any 
part of Australia. The hon. member fer 
Aubigny tried to make a point because the 
land alongside the existing tramway can be 
bought for £1 an acre. We were told-he 
will find it in evidence, too-that, if the 
owners of that land could get a contract from 
the sugar-mills to grow cane, which can be 
grown successfully on these areas, the price 
would immediately jump up to £8 or £10 
an acre. The trouble is that, with a lot of 
the land along the existing tramwav-some 
0f it is very good and some not so' good
nothing can be done with the product that 
can_ be 15rown on it. A considerable portion 
of It will grow cane, but the mills already 
established in the district have sufficient cane 
to crush and are not able to take any more; 
that is the whole trouble. A lot of the land 
is first-class ·dairying land ; but there is no 
butter factory ir: the district, and there are 
no means to enable the selector or farmer 
to dispose of his produce. It is perfectly 
true, from all the evidence we could obtain, 
that every inch of this area has not been 
explored or has not been gone over. 

Jlilr. VowLES: You do not know whether 
there arc 100.0~0 acres or 200,000 acres. 

Mr. P A YNE : Yes, we do, If the hon. 
member will go to the trouble of looking at 
the map attached to the report he will find 
that this area of country lies between the 
Korth and South Johnstone rivers. The 
evidence went to show that on each side of 
the J ohnstone River there are known to be 
first-class scrub flats. He will find, too, that 
the evidence taken at Jordan Creek, some 
16 miles from Ncrada, proves bPyond all 
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doubt that there are at least 180,000 acres 
of land situated between those two rivers 
that will be served by the building of this 
tramway. It is perfectly true that the whole 
area has not been fully explored; but I have 
no hesitation in saying-! have no axe to 
grind one way or the other-that it is the 
most fertile area I have ever seen in Aus
tralia. There is a tropical scrub running 
from Innisfail right away through Nerada, 
Jordan Creek, on to Millaa Millaa, and "'n 
to Tolga and Atherton. The Government 
ha_ve nothing at all to lose in opening up 
this country so long as they do it in the 
right way. It is not a bit of good the 
Government building a tramline and settling 
the people on the land unless they also erect 
a butter factory in the district. The whole 
trouble is that there are no means of dealing 
with the product that can be grown. If 
there was an absurance that a butter factory 
would be erected in Innisfail to-morrow, I 
guarantee that that land, which the hon. 
member for Aubigny said could be obtained 
for £1 an acre, would immediately increase 
in price by several pounds per acre. The 
I and has been lying there for years and years. 
I'eople will not go on it to cultivate it or 
produce butter because they cannot get rid 
of their product. That is the whole trouble. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : It seems a great 
pity, after the evidence that we have had 
from the Premier and a member of the 
Commission, that the Committe has not been 
favoured with further information. The hon. 
member for Mitchell has stated that it is the 
most fertile area of country he has ever seen. 
Yet w~ find Crown Lands Ranger Arnold, in 
reporting on rt, says-

" In character this land is all dense 
scrub, with some very nice flats and wide
spread mounds, from which it changes 
into qndulating and very steep country, 
with occasional patches of stony land. 
The soi\ is chiefly red and chocolate, 
with fairly large tracts of a clayish 
nature, and also granite outcrops ,,-ith 
but shallow soil." 

If that is so, it can hardlv be said to be the 
finest country in the world. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : All 
country has patches of stony ground. 

Mr. CORSER : I am not going to say that 
it is not all _fertile, ~ut we have not got the 
evidence of It, nor did the Commission secure 
such evidence. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA;o.;Ds : Did 
you ever see tropical jungle that is not 
fertile? 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has 
heard what the Crown lands ranger 
reported-

" There is a considerable area of clayish 
soiL"' 

While the Opposition desire the opening 
up of our best land for settlement, they do 
not want to find afterwards that the settlers 
are in a bad position owing to land being 
made available that is not fit for settlement. 
That is the position we, as an Opposition, 
have to consider, and it is our duty to 
ascertain from the evidence if the land is 
what it is claimed to be by the Minister 
introducing this Bill. We have a Public 
Works Commission. They made their in
quiries, which do not bca'r out those things 
which are claimed to be the fact. That is 
what we disagree with. The hon. member 
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for Mitchell referred to the statements of the 
leader of the Country party. The statements 
of t,ho leader of the Country party were 
taken fro!'< the report. 

Mr. PAY:-!E: I pointed out why that land 
could be bought so cheaply. 

Mr. CORSER: If that land is so cheap, 
how are the GoYernment going to get £4 an 
acre for the land above it? It is claimed 
that no member of the Opposition has seen 
this area of land. I cannot claim to have 
seen it, but I have seen the Atherton Table
land, and if it is as good as the Atherton 
Tableland, whv does not the evidence say so? 
It would be very easy to bring in a good 
report of the Atherton Tableland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
scrub is cleared on the Atherton Tableland. 

Mr. CORSER: The whole of the Atherton 
Tableland is not cleared. We know, when 
the railway to Atherton was being brought 
forward, that the report did not leave in the 
minds of the Opposition any doubts as to the 
fertility of the soil. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA).!DS: Didn't 
it? There is plenty of bad land there, too. 

Mr. CORSER: Not in the scrub; and 
there was very valuable timber on the land. 
We hcar·d of some trees being of a very high 
value, and that one selector secured £300 for 
one tree That is the most valuable tree I 
ever heard of there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We are 
not promising any more for the trees on the 
Palmerston area. 

Mr. CORSER: However, the royalty is 
so high that I do not know that the sP!ector 
got such a good thing out of it. The Min
ister claims that the railway proposal is not 
involved in this Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I did 
not claim that. I said that this railway pro· 
posal ought to be discussed when it i' before 
the House. It is not in this Bill. 

;-.1r. CORSER: The Minister said, " It is 
not involved in this Bill." Those were his 
wordc, and I wrote them down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Because 
you wrote them down, I said it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: Yes; you will find that 
that is correct. I claim that the railway pro
posal is involved in this Bill, because we are 
not going to open up land there if we are 
not going to look ahead. We know that the 

railway is involved if we open up 
[5 p.m.] these lands. While I quite agree 

that it is possible that these lands 
may be better than they art' claimed to be 
by the Premier and others, we are sorry that 
the evidence does not show it, and that the 
experts of the department have not been able 
to gather information which would enable 
the Opposition to give a unanimous support 
to the Bill without first having to drag infor
mation from Ministers. 

Mr. COLLI~S (Bowen): I have listened 
very attentively to the criticism of the Oppo
sition in reference to this motion for leave to 
introduce a Bill with a view to openi.ng up 
the Palmerston lands. I claim with other 
hon. members of the Public Works Commis
sion to have gained a fairly wide experiencP 
of Queensland during the last five years. \Ve 
have visited portions of Queensland, and 
have had an opportunity of seeing how 
people there lived. We have had an oppor-
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tunity of seeing the land on which thev get 
their livelihood. I have been over a 'great 
part of the Commonwealth, and I have no 
hesitatior, in saying that there is no richer 
part in the whole of the Commonwealth than 
the land from Innisfail to Tolga, which covers 
a distance of 100 miles. While the opinion 
of some witnesses may be contrary to the 
decision arrived at by the Public Works 
Commission, it is the duty of the Commission 
to examine witnesses and try to get at the 
truth, and we have done that. We journeyed 
over a large extent of the jungle to Jordan 
Creek, and in order to get further informa
tion we went round by way of Cairns to 
Millaa Millaa, so that we might have an 
opportunity of seeing what the country was 
like when it was clear of the inngle. We 
were perfectly satisfied after \Ve had seen 
Millaa Millaa that the country we had passed 
over, which was clothed with jungle. wa, 
similar country to that around Millaa Millaa. 
There is no doubt that the Countr.r party 
know very little indeed about the country 
lands in Queensland. We were told at Millaa 
Millaa that out of 400 selections there 398 
had permanent water. How many places in 
Queensland are there where you could survov 
land into 160-acre blocks, and out of 400 
blocks onl,- have two without permanent 
water? There are very few parts in the 
civilised world. in mv opinion, that are so 
rich as the land we are now dealing with. 
'The Public Works Commis;ion were quite 
justified in the report which they brought in. 
I have not heard an hon. member quote a 
single word from the report, but they have 
quoted from the evidence. We realise that 
without the railways, and without the Go· 
vernment doing something to create markets 
for the products which would be raised on 
that land, it would bo no use opening it up. 
Therefore. the Government are going in the 
right direction in opening up one of the most 
fertile tracts of land in Queensland, or in 
the whole of the Commonwealth. and in out
lining a scheme of settlPment which is going 
to be of benefit, not only to North Queens
land but to the whole of the State. We hear 
from time to time about the wonderful 
success of the Italians in North Queensland. 
The rcawn whv thev are succe,sful is 
because thev are. in one of the most fertile 
places on God's earth. If they were in places 
where the hon. member for Cunningham 
comes from-where thev have a scanty rain
fall ancl have to contend with the elements 
all the time-they would not be so successful. 
This is the place where settlement ought to 
take place. It is a pity that, when settle
ment first took place. it was not begun in 
that portion of the State where Nature has 
been so kind. where there is splendid soil and 
a good rainfall, and where you are within 
reach of tidal waters. The land at Millaa 
Millaa attains an elevation of 2.700 feet 
above sea-level, and vou have all kinds of 
climate in that region, and can grow all 
kinds of crops. It is a land such as is 
described by Prcscott in his histories of 
Mexico and Peru. It is one of the most 
fertile parts of Queensland or of the Com
monwealth. and the Government are doing 
the right thing in introducing this measure. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMA-N reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) presented the 
Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT 
AME2'<DMENT BILL. 

DISCHARGE OF ORDER FOR THIRD READJNG. 
On tho Order of the Day being called for 

the 3rd reading of tbs Bill, 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

(Hon. W. Forga.n Smith, Jlaclcay) said: I 
n-iove-

" That this Order of the Day be dis
charged from the paper, and the Bill be 
recommitted for the purpos0 of n·con
sider!ng clause~ 6 and 7." 

Question put and passed. 

RECOlVIMI1'TAL. 
(Mr. Kir1can, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 6-" A.rnendment of section 8-
Provisions as to awards"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Jlackay): _I move 
the insQrtion, after the word " calhng" m 
line 48, page 2, of the words-

,, in or in connection with any workshop, 
factGry, or warehouse." 

I propose to make further amendments in 
this clause which it will be remembered was 
the subject of a good deal of discus-;ion when 
the Bill was in Committee. I proposed at 
that time to amer>d the subclause I am now 
referring to, but. owing to tho fact that an 
amendment which had bc-en moved to delete 
the whole of it had been defeated, it was 
impossible for mo to make then the altera
tions which I desired. I then moved further 
amendments with a view to achieving my 
object. but on a fnll consideration of the 
clause I have decided to recommit it, with 
clause 7. with a view to altering it in such 
a wav as to do awav with thE' necessity for 
the amendments I made in Committee and 
t0 express better the desire' of the Govern
ment. The clause as amended will road-

" Section eig.ht of the principal Act is 
amendod as follows:-· 

(a) After subsection (viii.) the follow
ing subsection is inserted :-

(viiiA.) Ordering that where an 
award has fixed a starting tim'l and 
a ceasing time for employees ong:J!l"ed 
in any ca.lling in or in connect.wn 
with· any workshop, factory, or ware
house it shall not be lawful for any 
uerso~ to work at such ~ailing out
side of such fixed hours, subject, 
howev<'r, to such exemption as. th,~ 
court in such award may determme. 

It was pointed out on the previous occasion 
that the intention of this clause was to pro
vent what is known as unfair trading._ It 
was held. be· some members of the Comm1ttee 
that the cl;mse was framod in such a way as 
to prevent farmers and others from engaging 
in necesarv enterurises in the conduct of th81r 
own busi~esses. • I pointPd out on that 

Hon. W. F'or.aan Smith.] 



4 72 Industrial Arbitration, Etc., Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Ltquor Acts, Etc., Bill. 

occasion that t~at was not so, but, with a view 
to allaymg their fears on the matter I made 
certain additions to the subclause. r't will be 
seen that the clause, as redrafted in the way 
I have indicated, will dissipate all such fears 
from the minds of hon. members, whilst at 
th_e same tir:'-e the purpose of the Government 
Will b!" achieved-that is, the prevention of 
what IS known as unfair competition. 

Amendment (Mr. Srnith) agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I now move the imertion after the word 
"hours" in line 50, page 2,' of the words:-

" or to engage or be engaged outside 
such hours in or in connection with the 
production for sale of any articks ordin
arily produced in such calling." 

:rhi_s carries out the purpose I have already 
mdiCated, and the paragraph will then read-

" Ordering that where an aws,rd ha.s 
fixed a starting time and a ceasing time 
for. cJmployees engaged in any calling in 
or 111 connection with any workshop fac
tory or warehouse, it shali not be l~wful 
for any such person to work at such call
;ng outside of such fixed hours or to 
~ngag~ or be engaged outside ouch hours 
m or 111 connection with the production 
for sal:' of any articles ordinarily pro
duced m such ~ailing, subject, however, 
to such exemptiOn as the court in such 
award may determine." 

Amendment (Mr. Srnith) agreed to. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I move the omission of lines 53 to 55, inclu
sive, on page 2, and lines 1 to 6, inclusive, 
on page 3.. The amendments already carried 
do away With the necessity for that proviso. 

Mr VOWL~f? iDaZby) : I just rise to pomt 
out to the Mm1ster the desirableness of cir
culatmg such amendments as he is moving. 
As a ~mt~ter of fact, only one of two members 
on th_Is side h":ve any knowledge of them. I 
take It from h1s explanation that they merely 
put the clause in a different phraseoloJy, and, 
so. far as I can see, the clause as amended 
w!ll mak':' provision for the exclusion of work 
of any kmd other than work in a workshop, 
factory,_ or warehouse from the provisions as 
to startmg and ceasing time. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR Pc:BI:IC ·woRKS: That is 
so, subject, howeyer, to the provisions of the 
Act generally. 

Mr. VOWLES: If that is so, I think there 
can be no objection. 

Amendment (Mr. Smith) agreed to. 

Clause 6, as amended, put and p<Lssed. 

Clau~e 7-" Arnondrnent of section 10-
Dtrectwns to be ouoerved by court and by 
Uoards"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLic WORKS: 
I move the omission, from line 20 pag.o 3 of 
th_e word~, "seco_nd p~ragraph d£ provi~o," 
"1th. a view to msertmg the words, " first 
proviso to paragraph." 

Amendment ("lfr. Smith) agreed to. 

C'lause 7, as amended, put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIR}IAN reported the Bill with 
further amendments. 

The t~ird reading of the Bill was made an 
Order ot the Day for to-morrow. 

[Hon. W. FoTgan Sndh. 

LIQUOR ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

(Jl"r. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 1~" Short title and construction of 
.4ct "-put and passed. 

Clause 2-" Arnendrnent of section 44-
Billiard and bagatelle licenses." 

Mr. KERR (Enuggera): I would like an 
expression of opinio11 from the Home Secre
tary as to whether it is possible to make· 
some discrimination in the regulations affect
ing wine shops and hotel bars. I understand 
that clause 2 deals with the regulation of 
hours. We recogmse that special regulations 
can be made with regard to billiard or baga
telle licenses. 'Ne know that wine shops also 
sell fruit and other things. From my experi
ence, the wine shops have been ·growing 
up like mushrooms during the last few years 
in Queensland and have been appearing on 
every street corner. I want to know if the 
8 o'clock closing will' be applied to the wina 
shops as well as hotels. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. 

Mr. KERR: I think we might reasonably 
discriminate in the regulation of hours affect
ing wine shops and hotel premises. From my 
experience, the wine bars in Australia to-day 
are becoming a menace. From the result of 
my inquiries I am convinced that they have 
become the rendezvous of harlots, where 
appointments are made at various times. 
\Vhen one enters a wine saloon he finds· 
small rooms enclose-d, and the environment 
is against the best principles of publiG 
welfare. 

The Hmi!E SECRETARY: This clause only 
deals with billiard and bagatelle rooms. 

Mr. KERR: It affects both licensed 
victuallers' premises and wine saloons. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Having billiard or 
bagatelle licenses. 

Mr. KERR: Yes, and also with regard to 
the hours prescribed These wine saloons are 
an incentiYe in a certain direction to a 
certain class of people. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I do not want 
to prevent the hon. gentleman from raising 
the quection in which he is interested, but I 
think it can be dealt with on clause 6. I 
would like to point out to him that he cannot 
continue unless he indicates that he is going 
to move an amendment, and even then I do 
not think such an amendment will be in 
Ol'der. 

The HOME SECRLTARY: This clause deals 
with billiard and bagatelle licenses. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I do not wish 
to deprive the hon. member for Enogger& 
of the opportl!nity of discussing the matter 
in which he is interested. 

Mr. KERR: I quite understand that. In 
Committee sometimes an explanation from 
the Minister in charge of the Bill saves a 
good deal of trouble, and I am asking for 
that information. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman 
will be quite in order in asking for the 
information. 

Mr. KERR · I am asking the Home Secre
tarv whether some discrimination cannot be 
made in the regulations affecting the hours 
in connection with wine shops and hotel 
premises where they both have billiard-rooms. 
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The wine shops are becoming a menace and 
the rendezvous of people of undesirable 
character. They are being utilised for that 
purpose in all parts of Australia. They 
cloak a good deal of wrongdoing in this city. 
I think the Home Secretary would be well 
advised to agree with my suggestion. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): There is one point 
I would like the Home Secretary to clear up. 
This clause says that the persons who are to 
be protected are those who go to the rooms 
for the purpose of playing billiards or baga
telle. If I had no intention of playing and 
I went wrth a friend to watch him playing, 
according to the reading of this clause I 
would be unla wf11lly on licensed premises. 

The HOME SECRE1'ARY: No. You are there 
to take part in a game later on. You are 
awaiting your turn. 

Mr. VOWLES: But supposing I have no 
intention of playing-that I am a non-player 
and I merely go to watch my friend play-I 
co':'J.d, strictly speaking, be prosecuted for 
bemg unlawfully m that licensed billiard
room which is attached to the hotel premises. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : The Act will be 
reasonably administered. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it would be 
stretching the law ; but still I have seen the 
law stretched on many matters and on many 
occasions. When the Liquor Act of 1912 first 
came into force thew was a great desire on 
the part of country policemen to make 
things as uncomfortable as they could for 
the public. I remember an instance of a 
man coming in 17 miles on a pumper for the 
purpose of going to the hospital to see his 
wife. He was not allowed to go to the hotel 
for the purpose of having his dinner because 
according to the reading of the law by th~ 
policeman, he would be unlawfully on licensed 
premises. There wa; another case where a 
man kept his racehorse in a siall on licensed 
premises. He had to feed that horse every 
:norning, and for that purpose he had to go 
mto the hotel yar-d. He was stopped by the 
policeman and toM that he could not go in 
and feed his horse because he would be unlaw
fully on licensed premises. I remember a 
case in which I was personally interested 
where I helped a friend to push a vehicl~ 
into a hotel yard opposite a blacksmith's 
premises. The policeman came along and 
ordered thu blacksmith off the premises 
because it was Sunday afternoon. Some
times you will find policemen who will come 
into a billiard-room and make the public 
carry out the strict letter of the law. I would 
likE>, for the benefit of the future to let the 
public know that, if a man is n~t goino· to 
play bill~ards and only goes for the purpose 
of watchmg the game or being with a friend 
and watching him play, and is the·re for no 
othe1· purpose, he will not come within the 
pale of the law and will not be liable to 
prosecution. 

Clause 2 put and passed. 
Clause 3-"A.mendment of section 58-Fees 

payable for yearly licenses"-put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Amendment of section 81-

H ouJ'~ of sale of liquor." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (lVynnum): This 
clause deals with one of the main features 
of the Bill-the fixation of the hours of tn~;d
ing between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. I think that 
this is the time to test the Committee as to 
whether or not the hours of trading should 
be the same as in connection with other busi-

nesses. I am takin&' full responsibility for 
my own utterances m connection with this 
clause .. I think that now is the time to test 
the, feelmg of. the Committee wi'th regard to 
6 o clock closmg. ~ would like, first of all, 
to have an expressron of opinion from the 
Home Secretary as to whether the Govern
n;ent are pr~pare_d v?luntarily to insert 6 
o clock p.m. m thrs Brll instead of 8 o'clock 
p.m. as the closing time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What starting time 
does the hon. gentleman suggest? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I take it that the 
hours of trading >yill be between 8 a.m. and 
6 {l.m._ I cannot see why there should be any 
objectron to that. 

Mr. HYNES: Those are not the hours you 
can be served at the refreshment rooms. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There are other 
thmgs which may be said; but, if an amend
ment to close at 6 o'clock was carried that 
hour should apply to clubs just as m~ch as 
to hotels. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Whatever hours are 
fixed for hotels will apply to clubs. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I agree with the 
Minister that clubs should be put on the same 
footing as hotels. Protection to clubs so far 
as getting drink is concerned, is ver~ much 
grE!ater than to hotels. Therefore, if you are 
gomg to have an amendment, it should apply 
to clubs as well as to hotels in common fair
ness to the people who pay license fees. I 

would like to ask the Minister if 
[5.30 p.m.] he is prepared to accept an 

amendment, or move .an amend
ment, in the direction of making the trading 
hours from 8 o'clock in the mornin" till 6 
o'clock at night? " 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. In my 
second reading speech I indicated that the 
question of hours was a most important one. 
I also recognise that it is a very important 
step in regard to legislation to interfere with 
what a man eats or drinks. No legislation is 
resented more quickly than legislation of that 
description. Legislation to be effective must 
have at least thP moral support of a fairly 
large section of the community, and reform, 
to be of a permanent nature, must be carried 
out by .an evolutionary process. The 8 to 8 
closing and opening hours contained in the 
Bill will meet with more moral support from 
the general community than the hours sug
gested by the hon. member for Wynnum. I 
have approached the question from every 
vic\vpoint. I have also had the assistance of 
every enthusiast throughout Queensland; and 
they havo besieged me by wire, letter. and 
personal interview to give effect to the hours 
th~ir particular bent sugg·osts. Personally, I 
believe that, with the stringent regulations 
contained in the Liquor Act of this State, the 
department is proceeding on the right lines 
in progressing step by step and fixing the 
closing hour at 8 p.m. I believe it will be a 
reform, not merely rer;istered on paper, but 
one that I, as head of the depa.rtment for the 
time being, can approach the administ_rat_ive 
head with a degree of confidence. bclrevmg 
that I am putting forward something which 
will get the support of the better class mem
bers of the community. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Why not submit 6 
o'clock closing to the people? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Why subl]lit 6 
o'clock closing to any man? We are sent 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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here by the people to legislate and adminis
trate for the mass of the people. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is not what you 
and your party said when the Popular Initia
tive and Referendum Bill was before the 
Houoe. 

The HOME SE·CRETARY: The people 
will have a very important matter in connec
tion with the liquor problem upon which to 
give their verdict in a month or two. There
foro, I do not feel disposed to accept the sug
gestion that I should move the amendment 
suggested, nor can I accept it if moved by 
the hon. member for Wynnum. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Neither will the licensed 
victuallers agree to it. They are the bosses 
of the situation. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The amendment 
we are d~aling with now alters the hours for 
the sale of liquor from 6 o'clock in the morn
ing till 11 o'clock at night to 8 o'clock in the 
morning till 8 o'clock in the evening, or for 
twelve hours. I do not know who was 
responsible for the suggestion that the hours 
should be from 8 o'clock to 8 o'clock. 

Mr. CORSER: The Emu Park Convention. 

Mr. VOWLES: I understand that that is 
so, but I want to know what persons were 
behind the suggestion, and whether they took 
into consideration the interests of the country 
as well as those of the city? I have had re
quests from many persons, more particularly 
travellers in the country, to make the twelve 
hours' service from 9 o'clock to 9 o'clock. 
Reform should not be for the benefit of the 
trade or of any section of the people. The 
people we should take into consideration are 
those to whom legislation was directed in the 
first place. Those are the travelling public. 
From my experience, if 8 o'clock is suitable 
for the citv, 9 o'clock is more suited for the 
country. Just look at it from the point of 
light and time. There is a difference of 15 
degrees of longitude between Brisbane and 
Camoowcal-a matter of 60 minutes of day
light. I do not say that work ceases any 
earlier in the West, but you must recognise 
they are 0_11 that time. The heat of the sun 
in the western parts of Queensland does not 
diminish as rapidly as here. I have known 
it to be 100 degrees at 9 o'clock at night and 
97 degrees at 7 o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I have known it to be 116 
degrees at 12 o'clock at night. (Laughter.) 

Mr VOWLES: I would like to bring 
before the Home Secretary the different con
ditions which obtain in Queensland as com
parad with Now South Wales, the adjoining 
State, so far as the liquor laws are concerned. 
There is one argument which should appeal 
to many members sitting on the Government 
side representing constituencies in the West, 
and that is that in most western towns a 
large number of persons have their perma
nent homes in hotels. I speak of single men, 
public servants, and married people. Many 
married people have to live in hotels because 
thev cannot get houses. Should not the Go
vernment, when they are amending the Act, 
take into consideration the interesh of those 
persons >tnd their comfort? Why should a 
rrian whose home, through force of circum
stances, is in an hotel be placed in a different 
position as regards his habits and require
ment.' than the man who is living in his 
private residence? Under sectio:> 81 of the 
Liquor Act of 1912, which is being continued 
in thio Bill with the consequential alteration 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

as to hours, no person to-day living in an 
hotel is entitled to have a drink of his own 
private liquor in his own private room during 
certain hours, because that Act prohibits 
bim from consuming liquor on licensed 
premises. 

The PREMIER. : That is another difficulty 
which cannot be overcome. 

Mr. VOWLES: You arc going to place 
re3trictions on those men who have to travel 
in the hot western sun in the summer time, 
and refuse to extend to them, when they 
Teturn to their hotel in the evening, those 
liberties which they would have if they lived 
in private dwellings. In ::'-few South Wales, 
alt.hough there is a provision ~s. to 6 o'.clock 
closing, there are certam prov1swns. ent1tlmg 
men who live in hotels to have a drmk. 

The Hm1E SECRETARY : It defeats the 0 bj ect 
of the Act every time. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not see how it does, 
and I have been there many a t1me. 
(Laughter.) The law: should be enforced. I 
know it is honoured m the breach and taken 
advantage of so. that thos~ pe_rsons wh_o are 
not entitled to hquor recelVe 1t; but, _1f the 
police look after their duties, they wlll see 
that it is not taken advantage of. 

The PRElVIIER: Hav·e you had a dTink after 
6 o'clock in New South \Vales? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, and so has the hon. 
gentleman. (Laughter.) In Now South Wales 
provision is made for the bona fide travelleT. 
In Queensland we have nothing like that. I_n 
K·ew South Wales after 6 o'clock a man, If 
he has travelled 10 miles, is entit~ed to ta_ke 
reasonable refreshment. A man I? the city 
area has to travel, I think, 25 mil~s beforE' 
he ha.s that privilege. \V c had Slmilar pro
visions under the previou• Act, but they have 
been taken away. What I object to 13 that 
we are gradua,lly taking away from the 
individual his liberty and rights. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You might as well say that 
we take a"- ay the liberties of tho burglar. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a question 0~ ))TO
venting robbery. The next crusade will be 
against smoking. and we shall have ~uch 
crusades going on contmually. H the Mn,Js_teT 
is prepared to accept an am,ndn;ent makmg 
special provision for districts outs1de the 01ty, 
of course, presumably Brisbane-- . 

The HO)IE SECRETARY : Where are you gomg 
to draw the line 0 

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it is a very 
hard thing to decide. I thought. first of a;ll 
that it might he done by gtvmg certam 
licensino- areas· but when I started to look 
into th.;'se lice~sing areas, I realised that it 
was impossible. I found, for instance, that 
Townsville included a lot of hinterland "hich 
v ould not be suitable. The same thing 
applied to Rockhampton; even Banana would 
be included. With Brisbane, Sandgate wuuld 
possibly be included, and Belmont. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I think Belmont 
wouid be excluded. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Where is Belmont·? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES: I thought, first of all, it 
should be done in connection with the licensing 
areas, and it occurred to me that it migh be 
possible by taking advantage of the provisions 
which arc contained in another portion of the 
1912 Act whereby peTsons and electors in the 
local option area ha V·e the power to call for 
polls for local option or otherwise. 
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Seeing that it is generally recognised that 
the request for this 8 o'clock to 8 o'clock 
closing came frDm the city and from the 
forces which ar,e centred in the liquor traffic, 
it occurred to me that it would be an accept
able and a roa<onable thing to move an 
amendment by inserting after the words pro
posed to be added. " in the licensing district 
of Brisbane," and to add the words "between 
the hours Df 8 o'clock in the morning and 
9 D'clock at night in any other licensing area." 
That would shift the responsibility on to those 
who we understand arc responsible for this 
twelve hours' day by agreement .or in some 
form or Dther. 

The PRE11IER: You arc under a misappre
hensiOn. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not quite understand 
that .. It would •. at any rate, shift the reopon
s!b!bty by makmg them abide by the terms 
which we understand they are agreeable to 
and would make provision for the person~ 
outside the city whereby their rights would be 
preserved. 

The PRE;\IIER inter_i.ected. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do nDt know what took 
place, but if it is a question Df the trade 
being satisfied, I am not concerned about the 
trade-that is only a secondary consideration 
-~.am concerned about the persons who 
utrhse hotels. Bdore I was married I lived 
in hotelR fm· a good many years a~ a per· 
manent boarder, and I have friends \%ho for 
twenty vears have made hotels their home&. 
They should be entitled in their hotels, which 
they are compelled ~o. occupy for the time, 
to have the same pnVIleges as I have in my 
home. We should not allow sentiment or any 
other reason to interfere ·with our liberty as 
we are doing now. I like to be• consistent. 
I have always ta~en up an attitude, so far as 
the hquor trade 1s concerned. which is based 
On personal experience. If many people who 
go around talking about the evils of hutels 
lived in them as I have done possibly their 
conclusions might. be different to what they 
are to-day. There are hotels and hotels. 
{Hear, hear !) There are certain reforms 
required in the Liquor Act and those reforms 
are required in connection' with the ad minis
tra t10n. When you hear these woful tal·es 
about bad liquor, about murders, and fights, 
the Departm.ent should . send an inspector to 
test the quality of the liquor supplied bv the 
hotels where the,e things occur. ThB li.otels 
Would then, possibly, ha.ve a better name than 
they have to-day. I commend the amend
ment I have suggested to the Home Secretary, 
and would like to know whether there is any 
pro~poct of Its bemg accepted, and a differ
entiatiOn made betwe·en the town and the 
country. If so, I will move it; if not I will 
not waste further time. ' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, .~1 aunt M or-gan) : The hon. member for 
Dalby confessed the difficulties which he 
encountered when he endeavoured to giv·e 
Bf_fec~ to wha~ he proposes. The licensing 
d1stnct of Bnsbane runs right up to Nam
bour. Take a':'y. licensing area you like, and 
you have Similar difficulties. I have 
approached the ll,'i\tter fr'?m eve':y vif!wpoint, 
and at first I tned to differentiate becween 
towns an? eiti.es.. I discovered that a city 
had a sh1re w1thm a ston<J's throw of it so 
t~at. _if 8 o'clocl: closing was in force m' the 
City, rf a person walked a mile he would be 
in another licensing area. I 'came to the 
conclusion that, if the Bill was going to aitain 

its object, it would be impossible to have 
these cliff crentiated hours fixed for certain 
areas. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Too!L·oornba): I take 
it that the Home. Secretary is not going to 
accept the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Dalby, and I certainly think he is wise. I 
J·eoognisn the difficulties in controlling the 
trade in this direction. The Bill is certainly 
a long way from what I should like to see 
it, but I welcome it. and I wish it, had been 
introduced long ago. Personally I stand for 
th~ people themselves deciding whether they 
will continue the hotel traffic and the sale of 
wine and spirituous liquors, and I hold that 
they should have the right to say just what 
the control is to be. We used to hear a lot 
about 6·o'clock closing, and also something 
from the Government as to what they would 
do in a certa,in direction. Thev certainly 
have not kept faith in this regard. With 
rPspect to the quution of shorter hours, we 
know that in New South Wales during the 
war they limited the hours of sale from 6 till 
6. Later on those hours were made per
manent and there has been no demand for 
increasing the hours of sale. In Victoria 
they commenced by limiting the hours from 
8 in the morning till 9.30 at night. but so 
'uccessful w&s the shortening of the hours 
that thev have fDllowed the example of New 
South ·wales and fixe·d the hours of sale 
from 8 till 6. 

The Ho~IF SECRETARY : It shows the value 
of evolutionary thought. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Seeing that the result has; 
been so satisfactory in Victoria, I think t~e 
Uovernmcnt here might have followed then 
example. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: So we have. 
Mr. ROBERTS: No; they have limited 

the hours of sa,le from 8 till 6. Hon. mem
bers opposite tell us at times that they are 
prepared to follow the example of ?ther 
States where things have worked :·at.Isfac
torilv. Victoria has shown that it IS to the 
inte1:ests Df that State to s.horten the hours of 
trade so far as the liquor traffic is concerned, 
and whv do they not follow that example? 
I assun1e that the Government will keep to 
the decision arrived at at the Emu Park 
Convention, but, if any amendment is moved 
f\xing the closing hour at 6 o'clock. I n,m cer
tainlv prepared to support it. In this connec
tion ·I would like to support the remarks of 
the hon. member for Enogi(era in regard to 
the wine business There should be a lessen· 
ing of the hours in that particular tnde as 
well. We have t,o recognise that it is not 
altogether what is happening in Que~nsla.nd. 
The evil is only commencing in QneEmsland 
so far as win3 selling is concerned. but we 
have he.uJ of the evils in New South Wales. 

ThP PRE~IIER : You cannot get an additional 
wine license without a ballot. 

1\:Ir ROBERTS : I want a lessening of the 
hours of tra,ding. If there is any argLt:nent 
for closin"' the hotels-and there are qmte a 
number of arguments for reducing the hours 
in connection with hotels-then there are 
many more arguments for reducing the hours 
so far as wine selling is concerned. I would 
like to see the Committee fix the hours for 
wine shops from 10 o'clock in ~he morni?g 
to not :atel' than 6 o'clock at mght-earher 
if vou like. I do not think there can be any 
argument in favour of wine shops being 
a llowod to sell wine after 6 o'clock in the 
eYening. 

Mr. T. B. Roberts.] 
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HoN. W. H. I\ARNES (W11nnum): The 
hon. member for East Toowoomba touched on 
a very important matter when he m a doe refer
ence to the closing of wine o.hops at a certain 
hour. I am convinced that if the Home 
Secretary makes inquiry, he' will find there 
are more women who are going down as a 
result of the wine shops in Brisbane-! can
not speak of Queensland generallv because 
I know nothing of the wine shops ·~utsidc of 
Brisbane-than are going down as the result 
of drinking in hotels. I am prepared to 
admit, as every man must admit who has 
tra veiled, t.ha t there are hotels and hotels, 
just as there are other businesses, some of 
which are run well and some which are 
not run well. There are some hotels which 
are run in a way which is a credit to thB 
people who have to do with them. We all 
know them. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You can get just as drunk 
in such '1 hotel as in any other. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I quite admit that 
~·ou. can get drunk in any hotel, and, as I 
!ndJC;>ted when I. spoke previously, my view 
IS we should put mto this measure an oppor
tunity to vote for 6 o'clock. I want to say 
to the hon. member for Fitzroy that if he 
will pro!JoSe an amendment to close t.h~ hotels 
at 6 ;:>'clock I shall be very pleased to sup· 
port It. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I won't. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:0i'ES: 'rhe hon. member 
is not game, because he knows l•hat an 
arrangement has been made lixing 8 o'clock 
a2 the closing time. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You move from 10.55 till 
6 o'clock in the morning, and I will support 
you. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: When an hon. 
member makes a suggestion to fix the hours 
fr;:>m 10.55 till 6 o'clock in the morning, you 
will at once see that there is no business in 
the offer. The hon. member knows as well 
a& I do that any action he may take fOl' 
early closing has been nipped in the bud bv 
the maj_m·it:,·. on his side.. He knows that, 
and he IS 1301ng !o bury his temperance prin
ciples to-mght simply because of that. He 
is not gama to come out. 

The PREMIER: Will you move for 6 "''dock 
on that ~ide? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: What .. is the good 
of the Premier asking us to move amend
ments when we know that an arrangement 
has been come to, and that we shall be 
defeated? Hon. members opposite arc not 
al!owed to vote according to their con
sciences. I have no hesitation in savina
where I am in connection with this busines;: 
I w~ll vote for. prohibition; but, as we are 
deahn!\ with thiS BilL we have a right to put 
the wmesellers on exaclly t.he same footing 
as other tradiEg people. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Why not rufreshment-rooms, too? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Let us show how 
parnest we are by starting at Parliament 
House. When I say that, I do not want the 
public outside to think that Parliament is a. 
place where there is a lot of drinkino- So 
far as 1 know, there is not. I wic;h "to be 
candid in that regard; but if we believe 
in 6-o'clock closing, let Pa;liameni House 
set the example. Hon. members on the other 
side are afraid to get up and move an amend
ment in the direction of 6-o' clock closing 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

because an arrangement has been made. 
\\-hat e'lrthl v use is there in hon. members 
on this oide moving an amendment when hon. 
members opposite apparently are going to 
sink their convictions in this regard? 

Mr. COLLINS: Test your own party. 
HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: I was very glad 

to hear the Home Secretary say that, in view 
of the conflicting opinions with regil.rd to the 
country and the city, he was going to adhe~e 
to the Bill. I prefer supportmg !he Bill 
oven as it is as being half a loaf, rat11er than 
do anything which will go in the direction of 
killing the Bill. I recognise that, when the 
Minister says he is going to be absolutel_y 
firm in regard to 8 o'clock, that 8 o'clock IS 
going to be the 'hour fixed upon by the. Com
mittee. That being so, I for one will do 
nothing in the way of moving an amendment 
which might play into the hands of those who 
might wani 9 o'clock. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I a~preci<:te the 
statement bY the Minister of h1s desue for 
reform in o;,r liquor laws, and for t?-e more 
stringent administration _of the law m order 
to bring about the desired reform. I am 

not one who believes in going to 
[7 p.m.] ext,remes in a.ny way, and I think 

that bv a measure of compromiSe 
we might arrive ~t a. ':'cry ha.ppy conch1sion 
in reo-ard to the admimstratwn of our hquo1· 
laws.~ ·Representing a country _constituency, 
I ·desire to do the fair thmg m regard to 
those areas. \Ve must realise th'<t a great 
many residents in country districts live out
side the township areas and far from any 
centre. They may come in once or twice _a 
week, and they do not get i;> from then 
work till half-past 7 or 8 o clock m the 
evening. Under this mea.sure, they . will be 
deprived of the opportumty of gettmg any 
refreshments. \Vhilst there may be people 
in the city areas who claim that th_e best 
thing is to have the hours of tradmg 111 
hotels from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., I look at 
the matter from the country point of view. 
1 would lib the Minister, if it is possible, 
tu armno-e that the hours shall be from 
9 a.m. t~ 9 p.m., or at least to make it 
possible to keep open till 9 J.l.m. I make 
the suggestion in the interests of th~ country 
dwellers. In countl-y places the trams often 
arrive late at their destination, and the only 
places where one can get boarding ac?om
modation a're the public houses; and It IS 
only possible for the hotels to provide that 
accommodation, and make it pay, under the 
present conditions with regard to licenses. 
Then there are occupations carried on in 
country districts, such as droving and other 
work which necessita.te business being done 
in th'e towns in the evening. Without wish
ing to <;;xtend the hours at. all, I think that 
it would be a good propo'Itwn to make them 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Even 10 a.m. to 9 p.m , 
which is a >till further reduction of hours, 
would be more convenient to count-ry dwellers 
than 8 a.m. to 8 n.m. 'I'here has been some 
suggestion in favo-ur of 6 o'clock closing, and 
some suggestion in favour of total abolition 
by those who favour it. I do not advocate 
prohibition, but I certainl.f welcome any 
reform suggested by practical experience. I 
think that. the fixing of the closing hour at 
6 o'clock might bring about quite an amount 
of trouble. There may be advantages in 
earlier closing, but let us take advantage of 
the reform now offered. If there is any· 
t.hing in the idea of the desi'l·ablencss of 
taking a way danger>, the fixing of the 
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closing hour at 9 o'clock will remove that 
temptation, and there will be no necessity 
for a man to wait about after his work till 
the hotels closP~ On the other hand, fixing 
the opening hour at 9 o'clock in the morn
ing will remove the temptation to a man 
who may be tempted to have a drink 
before he goes to work. Some mention has 
been m&de of the de,irableness of closing 
wine shops earlier than hotels. From my 
point of view that is going to extremes. 
Possibly wine shopr may -lead to temptations 
that the hotels do not offer; but, if they 
closed at 6 o'clock and the hotels were open 
until 8 o'clock, women might do worse by 
getting whisky at hotels instead of wine at 
wine shops. 

Mr. CosTELLO : They could get wine at the 
hotels. 

Mr. CORSER: They could, but they could 
not get whisky at the wine shops; and there 
would be a temptation for them to get it at 
the hotels. 

Mr. CoLLINS: There is temptation in the 
wine shops. 

Mr. CORSER: There is temptation in 
Parliament House. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member must not reflect on Pa,rliament. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER : There is temptation in an 
eating-house to eat too much. JYiy experience 
does not tell me whether there is temptation 
in wine shops, and, although it might be 
said that a person with no experience of a 
matte1· should not speak upon it, it seems 
to me that, if you close the wine shops 
earlier than the hotels, there might be a 
temptation for people to go to the hotels. 
At any rate, wine shops do not affect the 
country, because we have none of them. 
There are also very few hotels in country 
districts, and those we have are scattered 
over a large area. The Minister cannot at 
present see how it is possible to fix the hours 
at 9 o'clock in the morning to 9 o'clock at 
night in our country districts, but the country 
people think that it should be attempted. 1 
told them that it would be difficult, but they 
said the Government could do anything
they could, by introducing a proxy voting 
system, fo,r instance, give themselves a 
majority in the House when they only had 
a minority. I do not wish to wreck the Bill. 
because I think it contains some measure of 
reform. 

Most of us will agree that if we can 
bring about reform gradually, ,;e are accom
r,lishing what most people desi,re, whilst 
we still m1ght have extremists on both sides. 
If the Miaister can give some facilities 
to the country people in the direction in 
which I. have indicated, I hope that he will 
at a later hour use that discretion which he 
desires to exercise in connection with this 
Bill, and grant the facilities in that direction. 

Mr. KERR (Enor1gera) : The clause we are 
now dealing with is the principal one con
tained in this BilL The Government claim 
that this Bill is one step in the direction of 
reform. It has taken this Go~ ernment, irre
spective ,of what is contained in their plat
form, a good many years to follow the, 
example set in the other States of Australia. 
In New South \V ales, on 17th February, 
1916, there was a proclamation issued under 
the War Precautions Act dealing with mili
tary camps. There was a. vote taken in that 

year under the Liquor Reform Act as to 
what hour between 6 o'clock and 11 o'clock 
should be the closing hour of licensed 
premises. The big majority voted for 
6 o'clock closing, and that came into force 
on 21st July, 1916-six years before this 
Government have attempted in any way to 
reform the liquor trade in Queensland. 

The HoME SEORI'TARY: No. In 1921 we 
allowed the people one of the broadest polls 
possible. 

Mr. KERR: Not in regard to closing 
hours. The poll that was given by the 
Government meant nothing. The people 
could either vote for prohibition, " boot
legging" from across the border, State con
trol, or continuance; but they have not had 
the opportunity of voting on the question of 
hours. The Government call this Bill one of 
reform. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will not discuss .the BiU 
generally. 

Mr. KERR: I am not discussing the Bill 
generally; I am diEcussing this clause, which 
deals with the hours of closing. It is quite 
right that I should point out the defects of 
the Government in connection with this 
matter. I want to quote Victoria to show 
that Queensland is very far behind. There 
was an Act passed on 6th July, 1915, in 
Victoria. restricting the hours of trade be
tween 9 a.m. and 9.30 p.m., and on 25th 
October, 1915, 6 o'clock closing came into 
force in that State, and has been in force 
ever since, and I think was confirmed by an 
Act in 1919. Here we have Labour reformers 
to-day bringing in 8 o'clock closing when they 
have 6 o'clock closing in practically O'Cery 
other State in Australia, and have had it for 
the last five, six, or seven years. 

The HQ}IE SEC'RETARY: Do you stand for 
6 o'clock closing? 

Mr. KERR: I have not said anything 
about that. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I want to know. 

Mr. KERR: The stand I take is that the 
people should be able to decide whether there 
should be 6 o'clock closing or not. 

lYir. HYNES: Where is your leader's amend
ment for 6 o'clock closing? 

Mr. KERR: My position is very definite. 
I say that the people should have an oppor
tunity of saying whether there shall be 
6 o'clock closing or not. The Labour party 
are dominated by the liquor interests, and 
they cannot bring forward 6 o'clock closing. 

Mr. HYNES: You are sitting on the fence. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. KERR : I am not. I say that an 
agreement was reached with the liquor 
interests of Queenciand. I am hitting right 
out from the shoulder, and I am correct in 
regard to this clause. 

Mr. CARTER: You knpw that is not true. 
Mr. KERR: This Government have been 

bought up neck and crop i'n connection with 
this matter. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member is not justified in saying that this 
Government have been bought up, and I ask 
him to withdraw that statement. 

Mr. KERR: In obedience to your order. 
Mr. Kirwan, I will withdraw that exact 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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statement, and say that the people of Queens
land in this connection have been sold. 

The H011E SECRETARY: In what way? 

Mr. KERR: They have been sold out of 
their right to exercise a vote as to whether 
6 o'clock closing is desir8d or not. That is 
where the Government stand to-day. They 
have sold the l'lghts of the people in this 
connection. Let us have a look in connection 
with this quc,,tion of the closing hours in this 
Bill to the replies made by members of the 
Government party to certain questions sub
mitted by the Prohibition League, and see 
"-here some of thece gentlemen stand on this 
question. Can they stand up in this House 
now for the principles that they professed to 
believe in? I am going to move an amend
ment directly to put these gentlemen 0xactly 
where they should stand, judging by the 
replies they gave when they were before the 
electors. 

Mr. HYNES: Tell us where you stand. 

Mr. KERR: I stand to give the people the 
option of saying whether the hours shall be 
6 o'clock or 8 o'clock. 

:Ylr. HYI'ES: You are standing on a fence_ 

Mr. KERR: There is no fence there. I 
would like to see where the hon. member for 
Fitzroy and other members of his party stand 
TIO\Y. 

l\1r_ H>KES: They will tell you where they 
stand. 

Mr. KERR: Let us have a look at the 
position of a prominent member of the Pro
hibition League-the hen. member for 
Bremer, Mr. Frank Cooper. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What has that t<J do 
with the question? 

Mr. KERR: It has everything to do with 
the question, and I have a right to discuss 
this matter. 

:Mr. HYXES: You should state where you 
stand. 

Mr. KERR: The " Prohibitionist " pub
lished this statement-

" Mr. Frank Cooper i' a member of the 
State Council of the ProhibitiDn League, 
<~nd a consistent friend of prohibition." 

Where now are his principles, and the plat
form he has to work under? He is dodging 
this particular question, and is sacrificing 
the interests of his people and the Labour 
party. What for? For the simple purpose 
of carrying out the dictates of the liquor 
trade of Queensland. Let us have a look at 
the positioro of the Labour member for 
Bulimba, Mr. \Vright-

" :Ylr. Wrig-ht is a well-known prohibi-
tion worker in his district_" 

\Vhv does he not work in Parliamer>t, where 
he ~an do some g<Jod by attempting to carry 
those principles into effect? 

OPPOSITION ME:liBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KERR: Let us have a look at another 
member of the Government party, the hon. 
member for Bundaberg, :Ylr. George Barber-

" 2Ir. Georgo Barber is an enthusiastic 
supporter of the league at all times. He 
did yeoman service during the 1920 cam
paign." 

Mr. HYXE''': \Vhat are you quoting from? 

~)h. Kerr. 

Mr. KERR: I am quoting from letters 
from tho hen. gentlemen on this question, 
published in the Queensland " Prohibi
tionist." Let me go a little further-

" :Ylr. Harold Hartley answers every 
question satisfactorily. He is a keen sup
porter of the league, and bas rendered 
good service in his party and in Parlia
nwnt." 

":Y1r. D. Glodson has always supported 
the league in its efforts for advanced 
legislation." 

Let us go a little further, and have a look at 
the Secretary for Public Works, the Hon. W. 
Forgan Smith, and see what he says-

" It is contrary to practice for indi
vidual members of Cabinet to make any 
promises in respect to matters of vital 
importance, other than those outlined in 
the Premier's policy speech. 

" It is only fair to add, though, that 
::Ylr. Forgan Smith's speech at the Labom· 
Convention helped considerably in saving 
the October poll." 

\Yhat does that indicate? That his speech 
at the Emu Park .. Convention overrides Par
liament. 

The CHAIRMA::-;; : Order ! Order ! I 
would like to point out that the hon. mem
ber is not in order in discussing prohibition 
on this quection of hours. The qucstwn Is 
whether the hours shall be from 8 to 8 
o'clock. The hon. gentleman is quite in 
order in discws~ing an:v hours, but not prohi· 
bition. 

:Ylr_ KERR: I will not indicate at this 
moment the information before the electors 
as expressed by the Labour Convention, but 
I am discussing the question of hours, and 
pointing out that Queensland in the matter 
of liquor reform is behind every other State 
in Australia as regards hours. 

:;yfr, HYNES: What hours do you suggest? 
Mr. KERR: I have stated my position_ I 

quoted +-he opinioE of t,he"''o gentlemen; and 
now what is their stand in Parliament, where 
they can possibly carry out these things? 
rrhey have not yet Eli:ood up and said \v~e1:e 
they stand. It Is an error to say that this 1s 

a Etep ~n a certain direction. It is 1nore 
than a step. 

I do not wish to quote the hen. member for 
QLu:enton, Mr. Winstanley. The hon. g-entle
lllan giv·2~ lectures to the Young 1fen's 
Christian Association on prohibition and 
Dther questions. When he has a chance of 
voting on this question, will he vote? No, 
not he; he is not game to stand up and 
~peak on this question. Liquor reforrn is 
not a partv question, and the inter0sts of 
partv could well be sacrific-ed in the interests 
of the community Instead, we find the part} 
opposi to standing shoulder to shoulder for the, 
liquor interests. There is no question of 
party contained in this amendment for a 
reduction of hours. 

Mr \VIXSTAWLEY: \Vhere do :mu stal'd? 
Mr. HYWES: You are all "fifty-fifty" on 

it. 
::\lr. KERR: I have told the hen. member 

opposite exactly where I stand. If they want 
6 o'clock closing and to follow in the footsteps 
of the other States, who have had it for five 
or six years, they will have the opportunity 
of placing it before the people, and they will 
have to trust the people in preference to sub-
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mitting- to dictation from other interests. I 
sav that Parhament is coming down 
desperately low. 

Th" CHAIRMAN: Order ! I would like 
to point out to the hon. gentleman that, 
according to " l\1ay's Parliamentary Prac
tice,'' any reflection on Parliament is most 
unwarranted; I would also point out that 
he cannot refl·ect on Parliament without 
reflecting on himself. (Laughter.) 

Mr KERR: When I mentioned Parlia
ment I meant the Labour Administration. 
(Laughter.) I used the word incorrectly, and 
now substitute the words " Labour Adminis
tration." 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. m:mber is 
not in order in making that statement, and 
I ask him to withdraw that, too. 

Mr. KERR: In deference to your wishes, 
Mr. Kirwan, I will withdraw the words 
"L·:tbour Administration," and substitute the 
words "Labour party." 

The CHAIRMA:-f: Order ! The hon. rrem
ber will not be allowed to show disrespect 
to the Chair in that manner. If he attempts 
to do it again, I will deal with him. 

Mr. KERR: Naturally, I must obey you, 
and I do it with a great deal of pleasure. 
(Laughter.) I have dealt with the question, 
and I think I have shown exactly where the 
Government stand. 

:Mr. HYNES: \Vhat hours do you suggest? 
Mr. KERR: You will have the oppor

tunity di1;ectly of showing where you stand. 
I want to deal with a part of liquor reform, 
and specifically deal with wine bars. \Vino 
bars have only recently been established m 
this city, but in a few years it will be 
necesf::ary to bring in some reform. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
How do you know anything about them? 

Mr. KERR: I do not go about the world 
w1th my eyes closed. Perhaps the Minister 
does not see these things, I have seen women 
coming out of bars in the main street of 
Brisbane in an intoxicated condition-not 
out of hotels, but out of wine bars. In a 
cou,Jle of years this will require some reform, 
and it is better to tackle the question now. 
lt is undoubtedly within the knowledge of 
moet thinking people that these wine bars 
arc frequented by undesirable people. They 
are easY of access, and the environments are 
suitable and everything is against these bars 
remaining open after 6 ll.lll. What might 
apply to hotels does not apply to these wine 
bars. The argument of the working man's 
beer is very often used in connection with 
hotels, and about the working man not being 
able to get a drink after 6 o'clock. Even 
if that argument is sound, it does not apply 
to \Vine bars. There is no occ.asion for \Vine 
bars to be open after 6 o'clock in the even
ing, which is the usual trading hour: I am 
going to movo an a1nendment in regard to 
wine bars. It is something which is just 
coming into our midst, although it is not 
as bad as in other parts of the Common
wealth. On the Continent they h<t\'e wido 
open windows with se11ts and tahlec under 
the awnings, "here people sit and drink 
w~~e; ~ut we ~ave in our city wino saloons 
wmch nave e,',SV chairs couches and all 
sorts oi things. " ' ' 

1\fr. IIY~ES: You must have been the're. 
Mr. KERR: I may be giving hon, mem

bers information, and perhaps they will 

acc0pt my amendment. The position is quit8 
clear in this connection, These things are 
starting to creep in, and we shall require 
liquor reform in connection with wine bars 
at a very early date. In Queensland we 
loavo been fortunate in regard to our wino 
bare, but in New South \Vales and Victoria
I do not like to mention the Gun Alley 
tragedy, but the details of that are very 
applicable to wine bare. 

Mr. CoLLINS: All controlled by Tory 
Governments. 

:Jc1r. KERR: I ask the Labour Govern
ment now to have these wine bars closed at 
6 o'clock. 'I'he chance is here. I am not 
going- to say anything more about the matter, 
but I appeal to those hon. members I have 
mentioned who are staunch advo,cates of 
prohibition-who go the whole hog, as it 
were-not to go step by step in this way
which is only a cloak, but to support the 
amendment. Let us see that this is done 
now. It is not hotels we are dealing with. 
It is purely a question o,f drinking wine. 
In many cases a man and woman together 
would never dream of going into an hotel 
but they think nothing of going into a wine 
bar. ~Manv women alone would never think 
of going- into an hotel, but some of them r:o 
iEto a wino saloon and become intoxicated. 
They can go in and buy fruit in somP of 
these places, and at the same time have two 
or three glasses of wine. The facilities that 
are being provided in that regard can very 
well be done away with now that we have 
this matter before Pwrliamcnt. To, meet 
the position I move the addition, after line 
32, page 2, clause 4, of the following sub
clause:-

" Providing that the trading hours for 
wine shops shall be between 8 a.m, and 
6 p.m. for the sale of wine." 

Those are the usual trading hours of other 
busines,es. Th<>re is no question of the 
working man's beer; it is purely a question 
of selling wine, and every member of the 
House can vci·y well support the amendment. 

::\Ir. BRCCE (Ilcnncdy): When the Homo 
Secretary introduced this Bill the leader of 
the Uuited party stated that he would later 
on move an amendment providing that the 
hours of sale be from 8 a.m. till 6 p. m. It 
is a strange coincidence that the leader of 
the l: nited party is not here to-night, and 
lhat that amendment has not bc~n moved. 
I am going to read an extract from the 
Townsville "Bulletin," which will probably 
explain the absence of the leader of the 
Gnitcd party, as well as the fact that this 
amendment has not been moved. The 
Townsville " Bulletin" says-

" A meeting of the Xorthern Divisionotl 
Council of the G nitod p'aty \\·as held on 
E'riday eycning last, when matters ari<;~ 
ing out of the recent polls w!'re fully 
reviewed. Bu,iness .dealin~- with the 
holding of the annual conference was 
dealt with, and discussion on the future 
lines to be taken by the organisation was 
fully comiderod. In 1·eviewing the recent 
lo[\isla tion before Parliament, the council 
resolved that it wa, not in accmd with 
the amendment moved by the leader of 
the party to alter the pro·posed Liquor 
Bill, which provide,, that the hours of 
tmdi!lg be 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., by the 
subc,*itution of the hours 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. 
it being held by the council that the plat: 
form of the party or the manifesto of 

Mr. Bnlce.] 
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the leader at the recent election did not 
provide for such, and that, moTeover, in 
the opinion of the council, the most suit
able hours in which trading was to be 
confined, so far as North Queensland was 
concerned, at all events, would be 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
It was accordingly resolved that the 
following wire be sent the acting sec
retary of the United party (Mr. J. C. 
Peterson, M.L.A.) :-' J. C. Peterson, 
M.L.A., acting secretary, United party, 
Brisbane---Adverting leader's amendment 
limiting hours trading Liquor Act 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
I am instructed to advise the Northern 
organisation is not in accord, as in the 
opinion of our council no such alteration 
was embodied in the party's platform or 
the leader's manifesto. The council, after 
full inquiry, respectfully advise the hours 
most suitable- for trading in North 
Queensland aTe 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and 
trust the party will use its influence to 
have the Bill -amended accordingly.' " 

We have heard quitb a lot about the Labour 
party being governed by outside influences. 
'I'here have been many references made to 
Emu Park-the place where the Labour 
party's convention was held, and where quite 

a. lot of wise and sane things 
[7.30 p.m.] were pur in the platform of the 

Labour party. From the words 
of the last speaker, one would certainly think 
that the policy he advocates was brought 
forward at Callan Park. (Laughter.) The 
words he used led to that conclusion. I am 
a memJ:ler of the Labour party, and I sup
port Bills as they are brought forward in 
this House. The hon. member for Fitzroy 
omitted to mention it, but I will say it for 
him-I am personally a believer in pro
hibition, ·and, as a member of the Labour 
party, I am going to support the hours' from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. We have now a chance of 
reform of the liquor traffic which vitally 
affects the interests of thousands of people 
at the present time and tens of thousands of 
people in the future-the future generations 
who will come after we have gone. There is 
no question that this reduction of hours from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. will be of tremendous bene
fit. It will, to some extent, protect the people 
from thB ravages of the drink traffic. I do 
not care who the man is in this House, if 
he studies the question with an open mind 
and sees the ravages which are apparent in 
om· everyday life, he has not to be very wide 
awake to see the effect of the drink traffic, 
and will heartily support any amendment 
which will protect the people from drink. 
There havE' been many thi"ngs said about this 
party bemg instructed by the liquor trade. 
I have no knowledge whatever of such being 
the case. The support I received in the 
Kennedy electorate to fight the election was 
that given me by the workers there, who put 
in their few shillings. The hon. member for 
Dalby suggested that the hours should be 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the country districts. 
and that the hotel boarder should be allowed 
to have ·drink in his room. We might say 
that for every shilling the members of the 
Labour party got, who were doing work 
according to their pay, the hon. member was 
getting a goo-d deal more when he put his 
suggestion before the Committee to-night. 
The amendment to make the hours from 
3 a.m. to 6 p.m. has not been moved, but the 
hon. member for Enoggera has moved an 

[Mr. Bruce. 

amendment to make the hours from 8 a.m; to 
6 p.m. with regard to wine bars. The hon. 
member for Dalby moved the amendment th~t 
the National party sent down through their 
organiser, Mr. Bradley, to the United party, 
to make the hours from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
There does not appear to be any consistency 
in regard to the policy of hon. members 
opposite. When I came into the Chamb_er t~e 
hon. member for Enoggera was speakmg m 
the most dramatic manner about the mem
bers of this party who had expressed their 
opinion in regard to the liquor trade. We 
have made our position clear, but it would 
require a very large microscope to find out 
whether hon. members opposite have any 
definite opinions on the question at all. 

Mr. KERR: You know that you just lost 
6 o'clock closing in your party by one or 
two votes. 

Mr. BRUCE: I am prepared to admit that 
the hon. member believes what he says, but 
I did not see him under the table or in the 
waste-paper basket when we held our 
meeting. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: 
behind the screen? 

Did you notice him 

Mr. BRUCE: No, I did not; and I say 
that the action taken by the Premier in the 
past may have the effect of preventing some 
of the Opposition from getting behind screens 
in the future. 

GoVERNMENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 

Mr. BRUCE: It is an'' excellent thing to 
restrain people of ·dishonest intentions from 
getting behind screens by exposing them to 
the general public. It has a· tendency to 
prevent that kind of thing. That being so, 
as the hon. member for Enoggera was not 
behind the screen, his interjection abo'-!t 
6 o'clock closing is merely hearsay. There IS 

no necessity for me to say whether h1s state
ment is right or wrong, because he m~de t~e 
definite statement, and I would not discredit 
the hon. member's honesty. I appeal to those 
hon. members who believe in reform. We can 
support the hours from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. now, 
and I, as well as anyone else who is honest 
on the question, can always endeavour to 
bring about greater reforms in the future. 
Through the whole of the years that the anti
Labour people had control of the Treasury 
benches there was practically no liquor 
reform whatever. 

Mr. MoRGAN : Why did the liquor party 
vote against Mr. Dcnham and support the 
Labour party? 

Mr. BRUCE: I do not know that they did 
so. The hon. member asks a supposititious 
question which I am not prepared to answer. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: He asked why 
they took their money from behind the 
Denham party and put it behind the Labour 
party. 

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. member can answer 
for the Denham party. I suppose that he is 
,ore because they took their money from that 
party. 

Mr. MoRGAN: We had proof from the late 
Mr. John Adamson to that effect. 

Mr. CARTER: You had proof that your 
party took it. 

Mr. BRDCE: We will accept the state
ment of the hon. member for Murilla that 
the money of the liquor party was taken 
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from the Denham party. Perhaps the state· 
ment he has made is the re1son whv we 
never had any reform in regard to the liquor 
question through all the years that the 
Denham party was in power. The reform 
now brought forwud by the Labour party 
has met with criticism, which would lead 
these who do not know the position to think 
that the members of the Opposition have 
always boon very keen about the reform of 
the liquor traffic. 

:\fr. G:LPHI?\STO"'E (Oxley): I should 
like to explain that the absence of the leader 
of t,hc Opposition from his place this evening 
has nothing whatove1' to do "ith his state
ment that he intended to move for an amend
ment in the direction o7 6-o'clock closinc;. 
1--Iis ab>cnec js pnrel~· fortuitous. It i::J 
quite tnw that th~ leader of the Opposition 
did forecast that he would move a reduction 
of the> hours io 6 o'clock at night. i:)ince 
then-there is no secret whatever about it
•vc have considered this matier in all its 
dot aile, and >ve intend to adhere rigidly to 
iho polic of the United vartv on the rJUestion. 
Hon. member· will see tha't an ame11dment 
has bcP 1 circulated in the name of the hon. 
member for Logan which is an exact replica 
of the polic .. · of the L'nited pa.rty on the ClUCS

tion. \Ye clo not intend to dt•part from it. 
\Ye ha·n) diYergPnt. Yie\YS on this 1nattcr, ns 
hon. membprs opposite ha..-c. and. >Yhil•-t thcv 
haYe decided to eon1promise upon 8 o'clock. 
\Yr haq~ dclcrininc•d that this is a 1nattrr for 
i he people thPmscln•s to decide by referen
dum. 

One or two remarks of the hon. member for 
J(enned:,r seem to require con1111.0nf:". particu
lnrlv his statc•meC!t that tho,;c of them wh,, 
bcl{evcd in prohibition would prefer to 
hke half a loaf rather thtiL ha.-c no brc.tcL 
I' is rr pity lw was not in th· House when 
the Liquor Act Amendment Bill was before 
it some thrc0 years ago. He won!tl then have 
li,tened to the arguments of the Oppo~ition 
that some opportnnit:· should be given to the 
people at that time or at the prohibition poll 
,, hich was to follow, to ceclare themselves on 
the question of earl:· closing. \Ye urg2d that 
a fourth is•ille should be pla.ced before them 
-that is, the early c!o,ing of liqnm· bars. 
and the argumentJ which the Home SccrPiary 
used the other day and the argL1menb of the 
hon. member for Kenncdy to-night might 
well ha vo bcf'n ns"d in 'upport of the proposal 
\Ye made then. That proposal "as turned 
dD\vn. Ii· was said that early closing ,,·as no 
cure of the liquor problem-that it was 
Bimply a palliative. It is gratifyi!lg to find 
rhat common se•:se hae prc.-ailed, and that we 
are getting to the desired goal bv degrees. 
Personally, I agree with the remat·ks of the 
Home Secreta.ry that we can only approach 
these great reforms by stages. To go from 
one extreme to tlw other is undesirab!P, and 
therefore by curtailing the hours bit b 0 bit 
I believe that we shall prepare for the com· 
plete reform. On that basis I do not objeet 
to the hours which arc proposed. I hope 
that ho:1. members will realise that the 
absence of the leader of the Oppositi(m is 
purely fortuitous and has nothing to do with 
lhe het that this measure was coming before 
the· Chamber. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I congratulate 
the deputy leader of the Opposition 0n the 
rather w<•ak apology he has made for the 
absence of his leader. If ever I heard a 
man state definitelv that he would move for 
6-o'clock closing, that man was the leader 

1923-2 H 

vf the Opposition in his speech the other 
night, but evidently another whip has cracked 
besides the caucu' whip. I do not know 
whether hon. members opposite have l,eard 
the cra.cking of the ''Bulletin" whip at 
Townsville. or whether whipo haYcl been 
cracking iL Brisbane; but their attitude 
to-night is a very big reversal of their atti
tude on this question from 1918 ommrds. 
vYhatever position this party may find itself 
in, it is not a rei rograde position. In 1920 
they did not bot,her twopence about it They 
let it stand. Thoy said there was a bigger 
question in the air-the question of prohibi
tion. They provided in the Act then pa.~ ·cd 
methods for testinr; tho feelings of the people 
Oll prohibition, and now, finding that that 
has failed, they have certainly taken a step 
forward in the d ircction of shorlcnin;;- the 
hours. It may be the initial step in liquor 
rtform. PC>rsonallv. I stand for the whole 
hog-for prohibitio~l right or wrong. It does 
not matter whether the hours 'H'l from 6 
</clock in the rnorning tn 11 o'clor~~.: at 11irs.ht, 
oc any 0thcr hours; bnt I arn not goirtg to 
jcopardi~c the possibilit,; of a reform b0 
dodging about from hour tn hour. 

The hon. 1ncrnber for \VyEnum is in a p<Jsi
tion simila;· to that of his leader. He is in 
fuyour of 6-o'clock closing. rrhcn -..vhy not 
moYe it? .An.v ho11. n1cntbcr O]lposite -~;ho is 
in fayour of 6-o'clock clusiLg, and \Vho 
bdim·os thai it is a bigger step in the c!irec
bon of liquor reform than this, has the opllor
tnni ty of moving for it. 

Mr. CosTELLO: vYill you support it? 

1\h. HARTLEY: Th." hon. mc•mb,Jr for 
\Yynnum will not move it for the simplo 
reason that he kno1vs that, ~.vhun the .cliYi:;:ion 
Lclls rang, hrc would look about as lonely as 
a pelican ou a dried-011t S>Yamp. 

:Hr. SrzER: I will moc·e it if you will sup
port it. 

:Yir. HARTLEY: I hm·e told th, hon. 
member that I will not support it. I haYe 
told him that I do not rare >Yhat the !:ours 
arr. I want to shut the hotels up ~ltogeti1C'r 
alld that i~ what I am [(oing for -:!irect. It 
is no use fm the depub leader of the Opposi· 
tion to try to excuse their attitude by se,ying
ihat the hon. member for Logan is going to 
mm·e an amendment which wili meet the 
position. It will not. They have said that 
the refcr~ndum method is a cowardlv method 
-that it removes from the shoulclci·s of the 
legisla.tor the responsibility for his acts. Yet 
they "·ant to rcrGOV8 t:w responsibility for 
a itempting to red•ICc the hours to 6 o'clock 
in the evening by submiiting it to a referen
dum. That is sido-steppi ng thr' q1wstion. 

~1r. STZER: You would do the self-same 
thing with prohibition. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Because we have stood 
for the initiative and referendum, by which 
all these questions could have been put before 
the peop!e if hon. members opposite had not 
blocked it. I do not think there is nee-l. to 
speak further. I just rose to expose the 
flimsy c•xcuse of the dcput; loader of the 
Opposition. 

Amendment (Jlr. K err) put and negatived. 

Clause 4 put and passed. 

Clauses 5 and 6 put and passed. 

Clause 7-" Alir n labour on lir,en,sc<l pre
mists"--

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, Jiount Morgan): I propose to negative 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 



482 Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. [ASSE:JIBLY.] Liquor Act8 AmendmP,nt Bill. 

this clause. I have gone very carefullc· into 
the qu~-tion, and I find that it "ill not 
accompl''h what I want. But thoro is :mother 
~·'J1oct <)f tho quution-i.lutt of agrccim; to 
the emp1o;pnent of races wo shonl·-l have 
J•othiJw: to do with. undor it I would ha\'C 
't0 provide for cvrtain certificat•. for em
ployee<;', whn -woul-d be l.ngagetl in the trade 
under cPrtain circun1stances, and l have no 
de•·ire to issue those ccrtifica.tos to a class of 
people whom I do not V\ ant to see recog1Ji~ed 
in an:- employment in .Anstraiia. 

Clause pnt and negati ,-ed. 

ClB.usc 8-" Anu_'1Ul1ncnt of section~ Lf.''
H ours of .mpply in clubs"-

:'.1r. KELSO (Tun<lah): I movo the insu
tion, after ] ino 20, page 3, of the \Yards-

" After the word 'dub,' wlwre it fin•t 
occm·s in the said subsection, the follow
ing "\Yards are inS('rtod :-' or in the Par
litt-rrwntary Refrcsh1nont-room.' '' 

Mr. HYXES: Ar•' you not strong enough to 
n -ist the temptation'! (Laughter.) 

::Vlr. KELSO: On the ,,econd readiug of 
this Bill I pointed out that we had no tight 
to aek the public to do wmcthing ,,hich we 
\\ •re not prepared to do ourselves. The Horn(' 
Secretary in his speech said, " Surely I-'<lrlia
Incnt has the right. to control 1ts o\vn 
actions'?" I adn1it~-that Parliun1cnt ha" that 
right. 

}1r '\YEIH: Can you not control yours? 

Mr. KELSO: I ask whether a majority of 
hon. ITlCJnbcrs opposite coulcl abrec to the 
parlian1Pntary 1·efrcshtncnt bar being dosed 
at 8 o'clock. I very much doubt it. The 
closing of the bar should not be left in doubt, 
bec1.usc it .,-ill make us appear very foolish 
in the e:-·es of th0 public if we say that Parlia
nlcnt in its wisdom has not s- en ht to uo,,e 
the 11arlia1ncntary refr0shn1-rnt bar accordjng 
to the lmY of the land, and yet deny to the 
people of the State the rig·ht to have a rh·ink 
<dtcr 8 o'clock at night. >Ye arc not JH'Oparcd 
to take the medicine ourselves that y;e make 
for those ontsid0. I think we shonld br con
~isL:..lt. \Ye ~haJl be inconsistent in our 
attiJude if "e allow the p-trliamentary 
rcfrcshn1ent bar to remain open at an:v tirr1e 
during the sittings of the House. If that 
was allowed, tho most popular mpn in Bri'· 
bane aft <'r 8 o'clock would be members of 
Parlium. nt. We would havo half the Police 
Force up here kce1ling back the people who 
de•·ired to se·' members of Parliament. The 
businc,s of this House would b;· dcla:·erl. 

The SECHET.\RY FOil PUBLIC LAXDS : Do not 
exag·geratc. 

l\Ir KELSO: I am not exaggerating. 

THE SECRETARY FOR PvBLlC LANDS : You arc 
a y(•ry n1oderate rnan. 

:J1r. KELSO: I am. I am putting the 
matter in jmt the ordinary lig·ht. The bnsi
uess of this Honsr would be distnrbed bv hon. 
members being called down to receiv.e this 
.-isitor anrl that visitor, and of cour;·e the 
natura] thing would be "Come and have a 
drink.'' 

:Nir. >VEIR: \Yhat about your " boozcy " 
coustitucnts now? 

Mr. KELSO: I have vet to learn that I 
have anv "booze·· " consthuerrts. If the hon. 
member. has been" to mv electorate and knows 
of " boozc_y " constitt~onts, he knows more 
than I do. 

Mr. \VEIR: I do not anticipate this trouble. 
·what are you afraid of? 

[Hon. J. Stopforcl. 

:VIr. KELSO : I am sure hon. gentlemen 
,,-ill be pestered out of their liws. 

:Jir. HYXES: You are insulting your con
stituents. 

:VIr. CARTEl!: >Ve are not afraid of onr 
constituents. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: Cannot 
we caiTY out our 0\Vn la \VS? 

:ifr. KELSO: I ask the hon. g-entheman 
what is going to be the decision if wo take a 
.-ote 011 this matter? 

The SECltETARY FOR Pcnuc L.\XDS: [ am 
going to vote against it. I speak for 111~, ~elf. 

Mr. KELSO: I dare say that the majority 
of hon. members in this House will vote 

-~a inst it. 
Mr CosTELLO: ::'>Jo, no! 
Mr. KELSO: If it should happen that the 

majority of hon. nH:~mbcrs vote against it, 
and tlw parliamentary refreshment bar is 
open after 8 o'clock, \Yhat will the public 
think of ue? 

::V1r. ELPHINSTONE: The' could not think 
worse than they do now. · 

:\11'. KELSO : The Government are not pre· 
pared to take th medicine that they aro 
making for the public outside. I hopro the 
Homo S"cretary will accept this amendment. 

::\1r. HYXES: You would not be making any 
sacrifice, because you never go th re. 

Mr. KELSO: How do you kna>\ ' 
Mr. IlYXES: Because I go .there. (Laugh

tor.) 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford. ;1Iuunt ,lio1'.f!Un): I think in my ,econd 
reading speech, in rc·pl;~ to an interjection, 
I said that it was not necesqr_y for this 
Chamber to legisla to to govern its own actions. 

:VIr. ELPHI~STO~E: It is nCC("'oary to legis
late in order to set an example. 

The' HO ::VIE SECRETARY: You c~n set 
a:. example without accepting this amend
ment at all. As a matter of fact, the amend
ntE'nt is not in order. Lccaus.e the parliarnen
hny rcfre;:;hment roorn is not a licensed clu"L, 
and this clause ckals Yvith licensed places. 
\Ye are not subject to the Liquor Act at all. 
The hon. memlwr for Nundah is, perhaps, 
the ymi1fg: -t member, politically, on the other 
side. and has no doubt been selected for that 
rc·as;)IL 

:VIr. KELSO: No. 
The HOME SECRET~\RY: What the hon. 

gcntlcn1an desires by his arnentllnent can be 
obtained b· a simple resolution, and then we 
shall s0e i1ow manv of his 0\Yn parLy will 
mpport it. The amendment, as it stands now, 
rt'ads. '·or parliamentary rcfrc,hn1ent rooms," 
and not parlictmentary bar at all. It refers to 
the "-hole of the refrechmcnt rovms. 

~lr. KnO'O: It is dcalin'\" with liquor. 

Thn liO:'viE SECRETARY: It is an 
amelldnwnt of a clause dealing ,,-ith licensed 
clubs. The hon. gentleman propOS('S to close 
the ,, hole of the refreshment rooms. I know 
it is onl;: a pious .arncndn1ent. 

:'vir. Kro;a: VIas it not passed before; 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I am not sure. 
I know that Parliament has control of every
thin~ within Parliament House. Parliament 
[[ou~(~ is not a licensed pretniscs. Parlia
ment can. through a simple yote, decid~ the 
matter \Yithout bring·ing it in m a L1quor 
Bill of this description. 
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Mr. WARREN (Jlurrumba): I rise to sup
port the an1endrr1ent. One hon. n1Cn1ber 
i1derjcctcd that the amendment meant no 
sdf-dc·nial on tlw part of the hon. member 
for -"iundah. l stand in the same position. 
I han> never had a drink at the parliamen
tary bar. If it is good enough for the 
wo1·kers of QuePnsland to be restricted in 
the manner proposed, then it ~hould be good 
c·nough for the law-makers of Queensland. 
The Government are only shuffling and hum
buggiHg on this question. It is all very 
well to S>1 • l.hat Parliament has control 
of its own affairs, but that is pure humbug. 
\V c \Yant to do something here and now, 
and not put it off for some other day. Any 
hem. membc•r -,ho want, to put the matter 
off onlY wants to do so because he desires 
to keep the place open. 

The ·CHAIRMA:\f : Order ! I ,,·o1!lcl like 
to point octe to the hem. member that the 
anwnJ.mcnt does not say "parliamentary 
refn "'hn1ent bar," but reads " parliun1cntary 
refreshment room." That is tho refresh
Jnent roon1s, including the bar. 

::\lr. \'L\RREX: T3 the Home Secretar: 
prepared to accept an arnendn1ent to close 
the parlian1Pntary bar? 

The I-Io~IE Sv:CRETARY: I do not propose 
to deal with it here at all. 

Mr. \VARRE:\f : The hon. gentleman is 
not prepared to deal with it, because ho 
has not got the backing of his own party. 
If there is any place in Queensland where 
it is absolutely essential that there should 
be no excessive drinking, it is the Queens~ 
]and Parliarncnt. I am not. here to sav 
that there is too much drinking or any
thing of the sort here; but, if there is a 
chance of the workers getting too much 
liquor, then there i a chance of too much 
liquor being obtained here also. I am not 
a temperance reformer, nor do I belong to 
any temperance society. I take no drink, 
and I belieYc there is :mv amount of room 
for liquor reform. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PLCBLIC LA:>DS : Do you 
driuk anything 9 

Mr. W ARREX: Y cs; I drink tea. 
1Laughter.) If hon. members opposite are 
con'<cJontlous and earnest in regard to 
liquor rdorm, let them start on themselves. 
There is no reform better than reform in 
your own place. What will the people 
outside think of hon. members if they apply 
restrictions outside and not inside this 
HouBt)? Here is an opportunity of saying 
\Yhether excesc:ivo drinking is \Yrong. If 
f'XCL'~,sive drinking is a curse, wo can start 
in this building. and sot an example to 
Queensland. If th" liquor reformers oppo
site want to do something in that direction, 
let them support the amendment to-night. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1JJCn): I am astonished 
at the amendment moved bv the hrm. membor 
for ::\'undah, inasmuch as "that the l\Iir,ister 
has told him quite plainly that we are masters 
of our own actions and that a simple resolu
tion will do away with the Parliamentary 
l.ar. When I came into this House first in 
1909. it was not the sob"r House it is to-Jay. 
In fact, ·this House is what might be called 
a real " wowser" House-(Laughter)-if you 
apply the term " wowsar " to men who do not 
drink. I am not speaking here this evening 
as a teetotall0r, as I am not one. From 
time to time wo have all night sittings, and 
on such occasions, when I feel I want to be 

propped up, I go down to the Parliamentary 
bar and haYe a fairly stiff nip of brandy. 
(Laug·h1er.) 

1\lr. KELSO: To g-c't up your Dutch courage'? 

:\fr. COLLINS: I suppose I can be classed 
as a man who does not keep the bar going. 
During my ten years' experience in Parlia
ment I have nDt met a more sober lot of 
members than those who constitute it now. 

}fr. EDWARDS: What did you do in the 
Queensland f'lub? 

::\lr. COLLI)JS: Therefore, I am not gcing 
to allow any inference to pass out to the 
electors from the speeches deliv-ered by the 
hon. members for Nundah and :Murrumba 
on this question of shorter hours, I d{j) not 
think that vou will f'md seventy-tiYO men in 
tlw whole of Queensland "ho drink less ir,toxi
c·ants than the present seventy-two memLers 
of Parliament. (Hear, hear !) \Ve are well 
able to control the hours of that ba1·, and 
I am yory pleased to see that the J\Iinister 
is not going to include in a Liquor Reform 
Bill the amendment Df the hon. member for 
)/undah. \Vo have no need to apologise for 
onr drinking habits, for, as I have said over 
and OYei· r g·ain, we arc the 1nost sober lot 
of men I have ever met in th·: whole of my 
Parliamentary experience. 

::\lr. ROI3ERTS (Bast Toou:oom lw): This 
nlf,ttcr has been raised pre,-iousl,, m this 
Hovse, and we affirmed the principle in 1910. 
Soma hon. members will remember on that 
and pre,·ious occasions 2\Ir. Gcorg0 R:vland, 
the hon. member for Gympie, introduced a 
resolution for the pm·pos' of closing the 
Parliamentarv refreshment bar. I find that 
on 25th August, 1910, he mm·ed to this ·effect-

" 1. That. in the opinion of this H ou,e, 
it is desirable that the 'sale' of intoxi
cating liquor should be prohibited within 
the pr:·cincts of this House. and that the 
said prohibitiDn should take (•ffect from 
the close of this present session of Parlia
n1ent. 

" 2. That the foregoing rcsolutiun be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council, 
b~· 1ncssag2, requesting their concurrence 
therein-'' 

There was a considerable debate on that 
question, and on the 23rd December the same 
.vcar wo affirmed the motion together with 
this amendment, moved by the then Secretarv 
for Railv,ays, Mr. Paget- ' 

" That the question be amended bv the 
insertion, after the word ' ·ale,' of the 
words ' and consun1ption '-" 

It will be remembered that Mr. Lesina, the 
then member for Clermont, took the point 
that. unless wo inserted tho,' words, it was 
possible that a member would bring into this 
House liquor for consumption. That ;yas the 
opinion or the Ilouse unanimou"'l' on that 
occasion. Unfortunately, another "place did 
not quite agree with that resolution. \Ve 
haYe not that other place to contend witl1 on 
this occasion. and whether we arc in order 
or not. we should decide ,,-hether we should 
not close that particular part of the refresh
ment room at the time that we arc going to 
prevent the members of clubs and the public 
generally obtaining liquor outside of the hours 
mentioned. It would therefore be most 
unbecoming for the 'State lea-islatur-e of 
Queensland-or, in {act, any othe1';' Leg-islature 
-to sell liquDr on their own premises to their 
O\Yll n1crnbcrs when they \Yould not give the 
gf'neral public the same consideration. I 

JJ1r. T. R .. Robcrts .. ] 
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certainly will support the closing of the 
liquor bar in this House. I quite agree that 
there ie no need to pass the resolution, for, 
if the Spc tker wished, he could take the 
necessary action. I certainly will support 
any surh action as is i11t0nded in the anlend
mont 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted in clause 8 (Jir. Etlso's amendrnent) 
be so inserted-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

lVIr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
,. Bell 
, Brand 
, • Clayton 
, Costello 

Ed·vvards 
" Elphinstone 

Kelso 

AYES, 17. 
Mr. King 

, Logan 
, Morga:n 
, Nott 
n Roberts 

Sizer 
, Walker 

"\Varren 

Tellers: Mr. Clayton and lVIr. :\ott. 

Mr. Barber 
Bertram 
Brcnnan 

,, Bruce 
Bulcock 
Carter 
Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper, K. 
Dash 

, Deacon 
=• Dunstau 

Fan·ell 
Fcrricks 
Foh•y 

, Gillics 
Hartley 

'' Huxham 
Hyncs 
Jones 

'Tellers: :::Ur. 

::\OES, 40. 
liir. Land 

, Larcombe 
, Lloyd 
, McCormack 
, McLach!atl 

:Moo re 
, Mullan 

" ~~~~e 
, I'ollock 

Riordan 
, Hyan 

Smith 
, Rtopford 
, Theodore 

"\\~ eir 
, \Yellington 
, \V instanley 

Wilson 
, Wright 

Hartley and Mr. Weir. 

PAIIt. 

Ase-:\Ir. Petrie. No-::\.Ir. Gilday. 

ResolYcd in the negative. 
The HO.:VIE SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop

ford, Jlouiil JI organ): I beg· to move the 
insertion. after line 20, of the following 
words:-

'· In the first paragraph of section one 
hundred and fifty-one of the principal 
~~et. aftt?r the '' ords '::!Cction one hun
dred and twenty-eight' the following 
\Yords arc inserted : ~ 

" Section ono hundred and forty
seven of this Act, as amended by the 
Liquor Acts Amendment Act of 1926, 
shall apply to every such club from 
and after the passing of the last
rnentioned Act.' " 

This amendment deals with the matter that 
I mentwned in my second reading speech, 
when I fore"hadowed the necessity of amend
ing this clause so that certain exempted clubs 
would be ln·ought in line with other clubs and 
·hoteL 

Amendment agreed to. 
Cla.usc 8. as amended, put and passed. 
Clan'cs 9 and 10 put and passed. 

The HCn.m SECRETARY: I beg to move 
the insertion of the following new clause to 
follow clause 10 :-

,,In paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of 
section 187 of the principal Act, after the 
word ' fuel,' the words ' or to prohibit 
the sale or supply of wine for sacra
nu~ntal purpo~es' are inserted." 

No provision was made in the previous Act, 

[Mr. T. R. Roberts. 

in the case of prohibition being carried, 
either by the local option poll or by the 
special poll under sectiDn 191A fm· the me 
of sacramental wines. It was brought to 
my notice, and I ag-reed to insert an amend
ment so that, in the event of prohibition 
being- crried by either of the polls, sacra
mental wines may be available for religious 
purposes. 

l\lr. W ARRJLN (Jiurrurnba): I should like 
lo know if this wine that is to be exempted 
i,; unfermented O'r fermented. I think that, 
if other people are going to do without 
fermented wine, it should not be used in any 
form at all, and I think this amendment 
nnnecessary. If it is necessary to take 
[crmPntcd wine to be a Christian, it is poor 
Chri;tianity. 

1'he IIO:\!E SECRETARY: I take it this mea ne 
ordinaJ'Y fermented wine. 

.:Vlr. \V.\RREN: Then I move as an 
.a.n1end1nent to insert the ttord "unfer
mented" before tho word " wine" in the last 
line of the amendment. ' 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: There is no· JJecd 
for the aJncndincnt, as it is unneces~ary to 
have a license to sell unfcrmontcd wine. 

?>lr. W ARRE:\: In viPw of tho explana
tion of the Home Sccretan·. I ask lcayo to 
withdra\v n1y a1ncndrncnt. " 

Amendment (Jir. n·urren), by leave, with
drawn. 

Mr. ROBERTS (Bast 1'oo1Com bu): I take 
it that what the Minister dc.ires to doai 
with is the uso of wjno for sacrarncntal 
purposes. I think if he took out the worcL 
" the sale or" it would be 1110ro suitable. 
I do not think there is any Jli'•.U to pttrchase 
wine for 3uch purpote outside the l1ours 
allowed for the sale of liquor. 

The HO:>IE SECRETARY: This is onlv in the 
ra~o of prohibition Lcing ca!Tied; h. js in
serted at the express wish of the prohibition 
twople. 

l'\ew clause put and passed. 
Clause 11-'· Rep ul of section 19b aft, r 

ta!. ;ng a poll thereund! r in 1923"-

Thc H0::\1E SECRETARY: I move tile 
insertion, beforo the word " after," in line 
36, of the words-

" In paragraph (c) of suhscct.ion six of 
section 191A of the principal Act, after 
the word ' fuel' the words ' or to prohibit 
the sale or supply of wine for sacramenta: 
purposes' aro inserted." 

I explained previously ihat the fmmm 
amendment dealt with the possible succesc; 
of prohibition under the ordinary liquor 
option polls. This amendment makPs pro
'vision in case the poll is carried in October 
next under section 191A. It is merely on the 
same lines as the previous amC'ndment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Mr. KE\'G (Logan): I bog to move the 
omis·;ion after the word "thereof" on line 
39, of the words-

" No fmthor poll of electors shall be 
taken under that section, and section 191A 
of the principal Act. and in section 163 
of the principal Act the words ' ex9ept 
section 191A of this Act,· and ~!so sections 
2, 8, and 9 of the LiqnOl' Act Amendment 
Act of 1920, shall be repealed"-

with a view to adding the foi!owing words
" A poll shall be taken of t.ho electors 

of every electoral district of the State 
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upon the followir;g Resolutions A, B, and 
c. suumitted upcm (i ballot-paper in the 
following form:-

Are you in favour of-

0 

0 

0 

lA) Rc>duction of hours for the 
sale of liquor. 

(B) Prohibition of manufacture. 
importation, and retail of 
fermented and spirituous 
liquors, to take effect in Jnlv, 
1926. " 

(C) Continuance of the presnnt 
systern of 1nanufacturc~ im-
portation, and retail of 
fern1ented a.nd spirituous 
liquors." 

I have a twofold reason for moving the 
"'mentlnH'nt, the first being to give effect to 
the re·olut;on if the prohibitionish succeed 
next October, and the second reqson is to 
give effect to the policy of the party to which 
I belong. I am glad to see that the Minister 
l'CCogni~L'S there is r,omcthing in my first 
~~~ason, 

1 
that i-, to give effect to the re'snlt of 

L,e pol1 next October. On the se,-,ond read
ing jt -.vas pointed out that, if this clause 
worp carried as it stands at prc'ent, the 
•x•sult of the poll would be nullified. because 
t 1w c ifcct of the earning of this clause is to 
wipe the suc,·ceding clauses out of the Act. of 
1920, as scclion 8 of the Act of 1920 is now 
sPctio>< 191A, and subsection (6) of section 
191.\ pro vi des the machinery for giving ,}feet 
to fhL result of the poll. I am glad to see 
that the· Minister has evidently aeccph'd the 
poetbon a pomtcd out bv this side of the 
Hom<c, although the Prc"mier at t'-tc timn 
it was mc·ntioned said the fact' w;rG not so. 
It. might b,, a very ~o?d thing fm the l're
n_Hcr that ,,-c haYc vt_[dant members on this 
; de of the HouH' to fi,Jd out these things. 

(;n the first opportunit;v we had of getrlng 
tnn Bdl and scemg thiS clause and finding 
< ctt what it \YaJ WG drafted an amendment. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : \Y c 
found 1t out before ycmr amendmcnt was 
printed. 

. Mr. KI:'\G: We did not hesitate to point 
It out m tlw House at the time. The amend
ment is proposed for the purpose of giving 
effect to the resolution of the prohibitionists 
if they succeed in the poll next Octo her. l f 
1 his clause wenr. through as printed, it would 
Simply moan that, if the prohibitionisb were 
succes.Jul next October, the result of their 
efforts would be nullified because there would 
be no machinery to give effect to the resolu
tion. 

:.\lr. HARTLEY: It doe· not want any 
n1achinl~ry. 

Mr. KING: Oh, yes, it does; and it is 
provided for in the 1920 Act. 

c\Ir. I-IARTLEY: You have the poWOC' until 
the taking of the poll? 

Mr. KI~G: After taking the poll the 
machinery clause' are wiped out, and no 
ocffect will be given to the resolution. 

The HOME SECRE'rARY: That is quite so. 

~1r. KI:"JG: I am glad to seo that the Min
ister has made provision for that in his pro
posed amendment; but his proposal doe9 not 
go as ±ur as mine, because my a1nendment 
also proposes to continue the sections of the 
present Act so that further polls may be 

taken after the October poll. T.hrtt is the 
policy of our party. The pat'b that I belong 
to believe in the principle of trienmal pulls, 
and we wish to conserve that 1 ight. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \Vhy 
did you oppose it when I introduced it? 

Mr. KING: When was that? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : In 1920. 

Mr. KING: I was not here then. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
were not here, but your party was. 

:Mr. ELPHINSTO}lE : Who opposed it? 

Mr. KING: I do not know who opposed 
it. It is most amusing to he>Ll' members on 
the other side blaming members on this side 
for every sin in the world. \Ye shall be 
blamed soon for the loos of Paradise. 

The SECRETARY . FOR PVBLIC LANDS : You 
inherit all those sins. 

Mr. KING: It is very easy to say that. but 
there is no justification for saying it. Mem
lcrs are only responsible for their actions 
while they are in the House. 

Tho II0:\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, Jf oum JV[ oryan): It is somewhat diffi
eult to follow what the hon. member is trying 
to secure. Lot mo aiJaiyse the position. The 
clause reads-

" After the taking of the poll of the 
elector; under section 191.\ of thG prin
cipal Act in October, one thousand ninf' 
hundred and twenty-three, anJ tho pub
lication of the results thereof "-

ar;d then follm\'S the amendnwnt reading-
" <1 poll shall be taken of the electors of 
en,ry electoral district of the St 'to upon 
tho following Resolutions A, B. C, 6Ub
mitted upon a ballot-paper in the follow
ing forn1.'; 

When is the poll to be taken? The hon. 
~,;cntlen1an dor_·~ not say. Let n~ as~nrrw that 
the Octd1er poll is successful from the pro
hibitionists' point of view. Am I to under
stA.nd that, so soon as the rc·<ult thcreDf i" 
m:tde known, I must take another poll? 

:\lr. ELPHINSTONE: \Ve will give you a few 
months' gr1,.ce if you concede the point. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: That is the 
\Yay it reads. 

:Mr. KING: It has been inadvertently left 
out. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The other 
night I quoted for tho benefit of the House 
a rather lengthy list of polls, and no hon. 
member has been able to prove that I mis
stated the po,ition regarding those poll,, 

Under this clause we are 
[8.30 p.m.] endeavouring, as I tolci the 

House, to repeal the special polls 
under section 191A. Hon. m em hers opposite 
state that there should be definite stages
that we should know where we were going, 
and that we should not be continuallv dis
turbed. ·while the hon. member for Logan 
did not altogether agree ,,-ith my remarks, 
I tDok it that he was favourable to mv 
arr1cndment. His proposed arnendmcnvt 
giYe& us still further polls without repealing 
any. Under section 168 of the Act we still 
have the poli which was held in May, and 
which c'an be held again in May; anJ under 
section 170, as the hon. member knows, a 
poll can be initiated in any dist_rict on 
re-solution " D " for tho first time in 

Hon. J. Stopfm·d.] 
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Queensland-that is, on the question of pro
hibition. You nmy aho take a poll on 
rt <joluhon '·E.'' 

Mr. ELPHT1'\STOXE: Is it not a fact that 
under this triennial poll a bare majority 
only IS requncd, -whereas under the sectional 
poll a n1uch larger n1ajority is required? 

The I-!0:\IE SECRETARY: It is not a 
much laro·er majority-it IS a ono-fifth 
n1ajority. o 

Mr. Hon±:RTB: That is more. 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: It is some
thing more. It is an expression -which once 
you obtai~: it, fortifies you in the ad~inis
tralion. l ha\·e explained that under sec
tion 170 there is a triennial poll. Tbero is 
also the priYilegc that in any electorate 
\Yhic h sends in a petition yon mav have a 
poll on h-:o rc·~olutionG-" A" and "D" · 
in other \Yol·d~.' under these sections vo~ 
ma,- initiate a poll on a petition of lO ·per 
cent. of the people to detr·rmine whether 
3 ou shall ha Ye under resolution "A" a 25 
per cent. reduction of licenses. The same 
people signing a petition of 10 per cent. of 
Yotcrs may hnvo a poll on resolution "D." 
\Ye have therefore a number of polls, and 
the h~n. me m b0r for Logan suggests by his 
amenoment that we should add still further 
t~ the num··_,or of polls. There is only one 
rhfferoncc m h1s proposal-that is, he 
knocks out of the existing polls the question 
of nnticnaJi,,ation, and substitutes in para
graph (A) the reduction of hours for tl10 sale 
of liquor. Let us t''tamine what that 
means. He inctructs the Minister in charge 
of the Bill that at some time. which is not 
stipulated. he shall submit to the people 
rcsol:1tion " A " in rPgard to reduction of 
hom·s for th0 sale of liquor. but he does not 
suggest v.·hat hours. ·what does the hon. 
membf'r nf'k ll'< to do? To get an expression 
0f opinion from the people. which we 
obtained "·hen w<' went before them at tho 
plertion with regard to fixing the hours nf 
~<tlc. ·which \V0 arc' doing nndcr the Bill. 
The nmC'nd 111Pnt will not stand examina
tion. simply hoc a use, if the hon. member 
nropoc0d to reduce the hours for the sale of 
liqnor from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., he would 
han ldt to the people a definite hour that 
he and other hon. members >rcre prepared 
ilS a party to stand on; but he asks the 
people to giv-8 him an instruct ion in a hald 
way to the effc,"t that thev want a reduction 
of ·hour~. ,;·hich shows 'that he does not 
r0ali~c hi• position in being sent here to 
interpret the wishes of the neople. I haYe 
no intention of accepting th<> amendment. 
I think that the explanation I gave on the 
second rcadlng i:< quitn sufficient justifica
tion for th0 Commiitce det0rmining to revert 
to the conditions after section 191A has been 
dealt \Yith. 

:\1r. HA RTLEY (Fit-ray): I am glad 
that th" Minister has seen through the 
flimev nature of this amendment, and does 
not intend to accent it. To my mird. the 
amendment would havP two very bad effects. 
Firstlv, it would introduce into tho 
referenda the whole question of the hours 
of trarling for liquor bars, not for the pur
pose of deciding, as is beinf( done herA 
to-night. that the hours shall bo from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m., but it would put the whole 
queetion of hours of tradinf( before the 
people in a long list of questions, probably 
running frnm half-past 6 in the morning to 
half-past 10 at night, and including eyery 

[Hon. J. Stopfnrd. 

hour of the day. That would be a bad 
thing. Secondly, the effect of the amend
ment \Yould be the substitution of the (lues
tion of nationalisation with a Yiow to -ulti
rnate prohibition. by pract.icall} sanctioning 
the liquor traffic and proYiding for the 
r0;;:;ulation of h-ours. That, in n1 opinion, 
woul-d !raYe a verv bad effect also. ·while, 
if this mnendrrH~nt~ ''"ere carried, it '~Tould do 
that. im-tcad of strengthening the case for 
people ,,-ho arc looki!Jg for liquor reform 
by tho al.Jolition of liquor in one way, it 
would \Yenken it right along the line, 
because, if we carried prohibition in October 
this year. the question >''Ould be opened up 
ngairi in another three years. \Ve do not 
'' ,u1t. it opened up in that V: ay, becau.-.,c wo 
havo son1cthing better now nndcr <~ction 
170 of the principal Act. 

:VIr. CoSTELLO: The,· are pulling your leg. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The'' arc not pulling 
m; lep-. (Opposition lacrghter.) After this 
poll is passcct-if the party of reform on 
the liquor question are successful in carry
ing prohibition--

Mr. Knw: You know they will not be. 

:VIr. II.\RTLEY: I do 11ot know that. 
thev will not be succe,,ful. If they arc suc
cessful in carrying it. \\'0 shaJI ha'vc locked 
the door ur;til '"o1ncborlv cmnes into tho 
I-I out'::-! \YiC1 t1F' kc:v .. and~ is game to nnlock 
it n~:tain. \Yo ::=hnn have carried a re!'olu
tion' in {avonr of State prohil.Jition, which 
c•nnot l~e undone again until it is undone 
bv tho Leg-islature of the State. That is why 
J' oppose this a mondment. If we do not 
carrv .,rohihition in October next, under 
,ection 

1 
170 of the principal Act, wo haYe 

rnachinen- for takiniT a poll in an_v elec
torate o( the State o~ the request of 10 per 
cent. of the electors, and they C'ln cany 
prohibition on a thrce-fiftlrs 1:najoritJ·· I 
congratulate the l\1mrster <;m h1s refusal to 
accept the amendment, wh1ch IB mer~ly an 
attempt on the part of moderate dnnkmg 
TJCople still further to countenance the 
liquor traffic. under the gu1so of attempt~ng 
to bring about a reform by the regulatwn 
of hours. 

Mr. WARRE~ (Murrumlm): It is \ron
clerful how liquor reformers and others who 
arc taking sides in this debate w11l shuffle on 
the question. 

Yir. CoLLI1'\c': You have shuffled in three 
different parties in your time. 

J\h. \V_\RREK: Oh, no; I am still in the 
samo party. This is tho platform ef. our 
part;,- on which ,,-e '.vere_ returned, ~nd 1t IS 

a proper thing to brmg 1t before th1s Cham
ber. I support the amendment for that 
reason. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: ·what 
does the amendment mean? 

Mr WARREN: I confess that it rei.juires 
amending, but the principle of the amend
ment is quite clear. (Government laughter.) 
The Minister was quite mystified as to ,yhat 
it meant. The object of the amendment 1s to 
retain the right of the people to speak ou th1s 
question. Those g-entl~men who ~alk about 
trusting the people st1fle the vmce ut the 
people· but we in this amendment are trymg 
to han'd back to the people their rig'1t. to 
express an opinion on the que~tion of a _reduc
tion of hours. The whole obJect of th1s B1ll 
is to stop the people from having a voice on 
the question. The hon. member must adm1t 
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the"t it was meant to stifle the voice of the 
people-to deprive t~.em of. the right every 
three years of spcakmg. ]\early every pub· 
!Ican throughout my electorate told me that 
he was .not supporting me, but that he was 
support~ng the Labour partv because they 
stocd ng·ht bohmd the liquor question, and 
t~at the" w.ere ,gomg to do the very thing 
tney are domg m thrs Chamber. Thev arc 
< arrying out their contract. If thev carried 
out every contract into >•,hich tl!cv have 
cr~~ered as honestly us they are carryln~ out 
tlns contract, they would be a very fine, honest 
Govcrmnent. I do not say that prohibition 
rs the best thmg for Queensland-it is the 
best thmg for rr,e-but I do say that I stand 
for the people and I trust the peoplE•. I trust 
my electors. 

:VIr. CARTER: You cannot trust yourself. 

Mr. \'\ ARRK\f : Yes, I can trust n.y,elf 
to leave the cneiny alone. I rcpl'P13Cnt the 
most temperate electorate in Quconoland. 

Mr. Cosn:LLO: Question ! 

:Mr. WARREK: There is no quc•.tion about 
it. There are fcvvor public houses in ~fur
rumba and less drinking, but l must confess 
that I b licve the people arc behind the 
Goycrnmcnt to a C~l'tain extent on this legis
lation. A lot of th<em in my electorate think 
that it i a certain amount of reform but 
at th!:: same _1 inw I do not know one p~r.son, 
unlecs he Is m the trade, who thinks that the 
Government are honest and rirrht in takinrr 
this stand and knocking out th~ voice of th~ 
people every three years. (Government dis
sent) They :ne cutting it out, and the 
l\ln11stcr can get up and talk until ho 1s 
black in the frrce about the votes of the 
people and rderenda, but he will not convince 
!ne. These things are ni.ere r,ubterfuges. 

'l'h0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : Your 
Government pas,oed them. 

Mr. WARRE:\f: I do not care what Go
vermnent passed them. They were not my 
Governrru~nt. Because an ancient Government 
pas··~d something, I do not ne"~ssarily stand 
fo~· rt. I. stand for the people's decision on 
th1s questwn. I• the people of Amen, a fol
lo>nd tlw cour• c th•" Government. in Qucens
!and are taking, they would not be progress
me; ":s t~ey arc. If tho people say they want 
prohrbrtwn, they should have prohibition. 
I~ they vcant 6 o'clock closing, we ought to 
gn-e them th" chance of getting 6 o'c1ock 
dosing. I admit, as I said before that the 
second qu?stion in the a1ncndn1enf require'·"' 
to he put m order, but at the same time it is 
sufficient!; clear that the object of the amend
m~nt j, .to take th& voice of the people on 
t~rs all-1mportant qt:cstion. The point in 
drspute rs whether thh is an evil or a good 
cr<;ahlrc of God. I am prepared to say that 
tlus rs one of the few questions-practically 
th,. only one I know-that should be sent to 
the people for their decision. Many other 
questions which have been referred to them 
should not have been dealt with in that way. 
The referendum on the abolition of the Upper 
House was absolutely farcical. It was wrono
in principle. The Government should hav~ 
had backbone enough to do it themselv -'' if 
it wero possible. Many other things "hich 
the Federal Government have submitted to 
refc•renda >Yore absolute nonsense. But this 
is a question for the people to decide. If 
they are against the continuance of ljcenser; 
it is a proper thing to consult them. If the~ 
decide by their votes that it is time we had 
fewer" hours for ·drinking, then I say-in·e-

spccti\ c of our ovYn viows or \vhcthcr \Ve 
illke liquor or not-it is time for that reform. 

The l'RE:YIIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodorc•, 
Chill•i(JOC): It is rather remarkable that the 
hon. rucmbcr \Yho n1ovcd this an1endrrwnt d1d 
w wit.h the object of curing ''hat he termed 

ddc",:t m the original Bill, and it can be 
that the amendment itself not oulv 

not provide for any period or hom:s 
f0r the reduction he proposed to put to the 
JCPople, but also disclo,es a defect in the for.u 
of the question itself. His r<•solutious (B) 
and (C) arc-

" (13) Prohibition of manufacture, 
importation. and retail of fennentcd and 
~pirituous liqnors, to tako effect in July, 
1926. 

" lC) Continuance of tho prnent 
~ystl~nl of rnanufacture, in1portation, anJ 

of ferrnentcd aEd ,,piritUOllS 

:\ol,", ii the prohibition poll in October rs 
c,,J·r1ec1, -.,yhat will be tllf• "pn>--Cnt SJ ~,te1n'' 

n1anufa~turc, import-::tt.ion, aud l~etail of 
and spirituous liquors'! 13y that 

time could be no :-:.uch y::;tPn1 unless 
it was done illicitly. The object of tile 
a1nenclmcnt is easily recoS'nised-to secure 
v:hat tliC hon. n1(;n1bor says is the policy 
of hi~ 1~arty-and -it "trik0s at a YiL,l princ1~ 
plc of this Bill. The hon. member might 
h<:n e ac·co1nplished his purpose b.v yoting 
ngainsi the \Y]lol~ of the clause and ::he 
C'liminution of the October polls. The polic:." 
o£ thi::; part:;,- '·"·[u; dra,,n up at the Labour 
l_)art\",:3 Convention. It V\as clearlY stated 
duri{l;, the election, and plainlY "put b.' 
the ::\Iini,ter in charge of the B1ll when it 
·vas imroduced. The intention is not, as the 
hon. memher for i\lurrumba says, to prevent 
the peOlJic fron1 cxpn~.Jsing an opinion on this 
quP:Stion. but to do R\Ya" with the succeP-"·iYe 
polls, \Yhich beaT hcrtvily financially on the 
St;ttf'. 'l'ho hon. rnmnbor surelv rnu~t ha...-e 
failed to remember that this Bill provide' 
for rt poll in Octoher of this year. It does 
llot proyidc for tho taking a\Yay fro~n the 
people of a.ny pov\i'l' to giYe an c..:.pres:Sion 
of opiLion in tho nto~t con \'incing n1anncr. 

)lr. l{JXG : They ean giYo an expression of 
opinion in October, certainly. 

The I'IU~:'\IIER: And, if carried by a 
sin1ple ruajority, 11rohibitlon con1es in~o 
operation. 

::\Ir. KrxG: How? 
'The PRE'YilER: The hon. memhor cays 

that there is a defect in the clause. but the 
~lini ~ter has forcshaclo\vcd an arnendn1cnt to 
correct the defect ho "as f::ood enough to 
point ont, and now I a1n speaking against 
tho hon. mcrnber's arnendrncnt and in favo~Jl' 
of the :Bill, under which the people will haYe 
1hc opportunity of expre·;sing their opinion 
on the questions o£ prohibition or continn
ance. Therefore there should be no charo"e 
laid at the door of this GoYernment that ,~,e 
fear the di,·ision of the r;eople on this 
qucqion. 

Thlr. ELPHINSTONE : \Vhy di-d you introduce 
th0 Bill before the poll? 

The PREMIER: What is the point? Why 
should it be -deferred until after the poll? 
I will tell the hon. gentleman, who thinks 
that there is some sini,ter reason for bringing 
thrs Bill in at this stage, that there is none. 
During the elections the only questions that 
were asked of me-at any rate on several 
occasions-was whether the Government were 

Hon. E. G. Theodore. j 
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honest in their desire to reduce the hours, 
because it had been stated that at the Labour 
Party Convention our policy \\as to reduce 
the hours and then eliminate the poll. The 
question that was asked of me by a great 
number of people, about which they had 
some doubt in their minds as to whether what 
had been Faid was a mere empty promise, 
was whether any legislation woul·d be intro
dnccd during the coming <Cssion to reduce the 
hours of trading. l\iemhers of the Ane;liccn 
s, nod \Vhich sat jn Brisbane a fr:,,r IVPeks ago 
asked the same question, and inde·'d a dele
gation from the Rynod \\·aited on me and 
asked me if I would give a definite un-der
taking that legislation would be placed before 
Parliament this Sbsion. I had not an oppor
tunity of consulting my party, but I took it 
upon my -elf to give that promise, and >re are 
now carrying it out. I do not know whether 
there is very mu-"h involved in the question 
of ,,-helher the Bill should have been intro
d uccd before the poll or after the poll. It 
was only a question of proving the bona fides 
oi the Governn:-1cnt in re:~'ard to J'L·duction 
of hours. On tho ouestiOn of prohibiTion, 
-....-hat is thr! attitudC of the Labour oart-,' 
and th~._~ LaLfur moverw nt? The Lc~IJqu·r 
movement giyos the people an oppol'tunity to 
expres' their policy through the trio:mial 
_, __ -:nvcntions thn.t aro held, to vhich represrn
ta tiv0s of the IYOrk..?l "-" con1c fro1n every part 
of Quc<mi'land. The decision of the Labour 
ruoverrlent was nnt in favour of prohibition. 
.:nd thoro are fairly cb,·ion·' reasons fo1· it. I 
"',poke rny-;clf at our convc•ntion on thi.s 
quection, R.nd I do not mind sbting that 
I personally believe that th·c triennial 
r;lls f,.hould b0 climinatcrl. Fir·st of nll, 
one who is famiEar \vith social que8tions ha~, 
to recognise that excessive drinking is a great 
evil in the community. No one will deny 
that ··tatement for a moment. If b. some 
magical moau· or other we could e!i'minate 
intoxicant cntir('ly in the whole community, 
no doubt that wonld be a good thing for the 
ra~c and for the nation. In 1ny case against 
prohibition, I statt1 cl at Lho Labour Pan. Con~ 
. . ?ntion that 1cgjs1aiivc prohibition cnn etcd 
through Parliament 'V·1ulrl not serJHI_' a•1 
'''-tinction of the liquor trade, and would not 
aboli;:;h exccs;,iyo .drinking and the evils asso
ciat0d with the drinking of intoxicating 
liqLwrs. If the mere passing of an Act of 
l'arliamont would do that, then I should be 
a prohibitionist. If we could accomplish the 
removal of all those evils by passing legis
lalion through this Chamber, I should be in 
fa your of passing that legislation; but I 
know that cYils a hundred timr 'l woT"L' 

than those which c'ist under the r•cgu
Ir.tcd tra do would follo·.1· th,, c;HT.Y in~ of 
prohibition in that way. I think that has 
been the experience in America and other 
places wher" prohibition, so-called, operates. 
It is prohibition that does not prohibit. Can 
anyone sav that the passing of prohibition 
in America has eliminated drink from the 
community there? Far from it. 

Mr. HARTLEY' It has been a revelation to 
a lot of J,ohem. 

The PREMIER : In some quarters in 
America undoubtedly it has operated bene
ficially. I believe that in some of the indus
trial communities it has, but, taking it as a 
whole, it has by nv means solved the problem. 
You can get a whole body of authoritative 
opinion which wiJI say that prohibition has 
been effective in America, and you can get 
a whole body of opinion which is just as 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

authoritative against. any such_ sug~esiion 
as that. There are competent Jllyestlgatoro 
who will tell you that there '11'0 gi·eatf'l" 
cyi]s throul!'.h the illicit trade thn .. ugh the 
soiling of liquor in sly-grog shops, through 
<tll those underhand and more or le" r~lcgal, 
ctiminaL and ,·illainous methods mod 1~ the 
manufacture, distribution, and sal:• of Ilhcit 

J•iquor in Arnericn., iu 8pite of tho a ttf.'Hlpts 
lo enforce prohibition. 

::'.Ir. KELSO, Have they had suffi<Jient time
to trv it out 9 

Th~ PRE.:\ITER' The amendment of the 
Const.itution was carried in I o effect on 16th 
J anuarv. 1920, whc,1 prohibition C:"me m to 
opcr.,:..ti~il. Prohibition, as a 1.-yar-trmc Inea-
, urf'. was in forco a-etnally before thnt 
time. Since 1920 it has been in operation 
r1s a constitutional amencln1(_:nT·. and_ thcru 
}1as born cvPrv ondeavonr-huhn~s. lll my 
opinion-to enforce prohibition siuce then. 
The position in Qucomlrucd ·· :JUlcl . bo 
infmit0lv wors than there. In tlw !J:u.tcd 
States 'they have nation-wi-de prohtbttr'?n, 
whilst here we would only have State-wide 
prohibition. What power on earth. could 
there bo in Queensland to enforce prohJbttiOn 
if we carried it? Our Poltce Fore: could not 
enforce it. You would nned to have 10,000 
"pecial agents hem _to enforce It. How could 
you do it? I put It .to hon. gentlemen as a 
serious argument. Fu .,t of all, ther'.: 1::; con
siderable trouble on the face of It as to 
whether it is constitutional for this State to 
f'Xclndc thu irnporbtion of l!quu1· L'YCn if 
p1·ohibition 1.-rore carried 

::Yir. ::YlooRE: You could stop the sale of it. 

The PREMIER: I doubt wry much 
whether the merchanls in Brisbane, or on 
the border, or anywhere else, conk~ be pre
ve·- ted fron1 bringjng liquor Into thrs State. 

Mr. ;\[OORE: You could stop them from 
selling it. 

Tho PREMIER · We miil'ht! but we 
could not ~top them fro_m bnnl'fmg It m. 
That i~ the point. That IS one ~f the. weak~
ncsses that they do not suffer ,rom m th& 
'Cnited States of America. 

Yir. ELPHT"RTO:"i'E: \Vould the same position 
not arise with regard t<J Can~cla and other 
border countries where there IS no prohiht-
tiM? , 

Th" PRE;\IIER: No. The .United States 
Government have tho cm1stitutwnal power t<l 
l;l'< Hmt the importation of liquor; we ha .-e 
],ot that power. ". e have not g·ot the power 
to 'top tho importatwn, eYen If we had 
prohibition. That is a CornmomYealth matter, 
l::ccau-se interstate trade or overseas trade 1s 
rtfcctod. In the United States thoy hccYC 
p ... wcr to prevent the importation of hquor or 
"'irits. If thcv ha..-e power to P""·ent the 
iinporbtion, then prohibition may _or may not 
!J,, effective. J\.1y ojnnwn of prolubJt!On m tins 
country is that it is faidv obvwm that before 
"e can get a solutwn oi tins drmk problem 
there must be a better met,hod of ].)1'0-

,·iding for that than by some legal proh~bl
tion which is advocated by prolnbitronrsts 
in this State and other States. If we had 
A ustralian-wide prohibition tht>re >You Id be a 
far better chance of enforcing it. I behove 
it could be enforced so far as import.1tion IS 
c·mcorned. But oven that \\'ould not get ovr:r 
the difficulty The experience in Amenca IS 
that there is distributed nle stuff whiCh IS 

c:;using no end. of evil a~d disease, and other 
liquor is entermg Amertca through what IS 
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called " b®otlPgging " and ,, moonlighting .. , 
The Labour party have very carefully con
,idered this matter. \Ve have had a reference 
tc liquor ·reform as a plank in our platform 
for twenty years past. I confess candidly 
that we have never yet arrived at a 
thoroughly ,atisfactory polio} in regard to 
the drink evil. The main plank of the 
Labour party's platform is '' State man:ct
facture, importation, and sale of intoxicat
ing liquors \vith a.n ulti1nate Yiow to pro
hibition." The ultimate objective is the 
entire extinction of the drink evil. I believe 
that on those lines there is a fair chance of 
reform cxtPnding, perhaps, over a good n1anv 
years. To initiate that reform it is necessary 
to get the State control of the trade. How 
can that be done? That is what is exercising 
n1y nlilld. \Vbat an o~orrnous surn \vould bo 
involved if you had to purchase out the 
e '(isti11g tra.dc. The purchai"ing of the exi;.;t
ing tract; and the pvying· of compensation to 
those "·ho are f1nancially interested at the 
present tinw not only prcc:eats a tremondGus 
problem from a f1nancial point of view, but 
it would tranofer to tho State a vast numbc·r 
of busincs>,.es that aro not nPcessary. 

Mr. MoORE: \Vhat has been the <>ff· et of 
State control! 

The PRE~.liER: It has only been 
attempted in one centre. Before the Babinda 
I-Iot"l \Yas cstablislH:d thoro were innun1cr
e blc sly-grog shop; in that district. I think 
there were fifty prosecutions initiated bv the 
l·Oiice, aud, indeed, I think thu·o were ;;,bout 
f1fty cmwictions in t.ho Babinda area. The 
action by the poliv· was not successful in 
~upprc,".;ing the illicit trade. Tho sh·-crrog
shops still existed very numerously in M the 
Babinda area. Since the c-;tablishment of 
the State hotel there, it has to a large extent 
suppressed tho sly-grog tra.do in the area, and 
the hotel has effected this dc,:;ree of reform
it has giYen good acC'0rn1nodation to the 
people who ob.y at the hotel, it does not 
dispc•nse adulterated liquor, it doeo not serve 
drunken n1cn so far as the manager is able 
to regulate it, anJ it l1as closed the liquor 
bar ttt 10 o'clock at night without being 
compel!~,] to do so b:, any Act or special 
obligation. 

That may not he considered to be very 
much in the direction of liquor reform but it 
is wmething; and if the whole trade tl~rough
OLlt Queensland \YCTO earriod on on the same 

basis as the trade is carried on in 
[9 p.m.J the State hotel at Babinda it 

would mark a verv considerable 
advaiJce towards curing the d~·ink habits of 
Queensland. I know the question of whether 
State control io the f1rst step towards the 
nltirnate extinction or ultimate regulation of 
the _liquor trade or any trade is open to 
considerable contention. I have come to the 
opinion that it is the most effective way to 
get drastic control of the trade and eliminate 
unnecessary drinking houses, 'to curtail the 
trade as far as practicable and to dm·elop 
the hotels, not solely as places for drinking, 
but as places to provide accommodation for 
travellers. and look after the social lif<> of 
the communit3 and wean the people from 
L'rinL habits. 

. Mr. KELSO: ·what would be your opnuon 
If State control was carried in October? 

The PREMIER : It is one of the most 
difficult problems that face the State becaase 
of the f1nancia! obligations involved. It is 
not suggested that, if State control is carried, 

we shall have authority to conf1scate all 
breweries and other buildings conuected 
therewith. We shall have to make some 
arrangement, before assuming to take control, 
to compensate the existing interests. It is 
the huge sum involved that creates the 
difficulty. 

Mr KELSO: Would it not be wise, tben, 
in view of your own statement, to delete that 
quection from the October poll? 

The PREMIER: No; the Act provides for 
it. and therefore it is not wise to delete it 
from the ballot. I believe some satisfactory 
scheme can be evolved for the paynwnt of 
compensation over a period of time in order 
to get possession of the trade. 

;ylr. HARTLEY : Was there not an arrange
ment made with the Denham Government 
about compensation? 

The PREMIER: No; that was <>nly in 
r<•gard to prohibition of licenses. I ·reuw;nber 
what took place very well in two su< cc,eive 
ses·ions in 1911 and 1912. The Dc:1ham 
Government were urged to allow a prohibi
tion poll to be taken forthwith. Tlw,y 
realised hovievcr, that vested interests in the 
tl·ade h~d to son'le extent to be eonsidcrc 1 i, 
bccau,e t.hero y, ere a lot of people who could 
ill afford to lose tl1eir all which they had 
illvcsted in the trade, and the Denharn 
Goyenu1ent said under the prohibition pro
visions that, if that question was carried, it 
would not come into operation until 1925. 
That was. the trade wa·· all m, cd from 1912 
to 1926 to prepare for it. 

Mr. KELSO: They might prefer money 
cornpcn:-:ation. 

The PRE:\1IER: I do not know th~t they 
\\ ould. In an:~ case, that 'l.\·as a consideration 
by "·ay of tim" compencation for the poooible 
loss of licenses, not a compensation for the 
transfer of all hotel property to the Sbte. 
The amendment that the hon. member for 
Logan has mDved is not an arncnclment \Yhirh 
is practicable, and I think he ought to with
draw it and allow the Minister· to move the 
amendmen!· he outlined, which will cure the 
obvious defect in the origir.:d clause. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. ELPHE\STONE (Oxley): I sincerely 
hope the hon. member for Logan will not 
v:ithdraw the amendment--

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Because that is one 

of the planks of the platform of this porty 
on the liqt<or question, and wo have deliber
ately put it forward to conf1rm our cnnt·'ll
tion that the liquor question should bo 
determined periodically by rdcrendunt of 
the people. 

The PREMIER: It does not say periodically. 

Mr. ELPHIN8TONE: I quite admit that 
when vou insert an amendment in a Bill of 
this n~hll'e which is really a negative ol the 
whole principle contained in the Bill, you 
cannot in a few words provide all the neces
' uy machinery w hi eh would be required if 
this amendment was given effect to. It stands 
to reason, though-as it is the determination 
of the GoYernment to withdraw the triennial 
polls, and our atnL~nc!.rncnt has for it5 object 
re1nstating those tr-iennial polls-that the 
amendment will not be carried, and that it 
·was not ne<>essarv for us to furnish amend
rnents to provide -for the necessary machinery 
t<J givo effect to it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Let it remain as 
it is. 

Mr. Elphinstone.J 
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Ko, beoause in the 
i•"ue betoro the people in the poll in October 
they will only be a•kod to voice their opinion 
on ihr~e issues-State control, prohibition, 
and continuance. The difference betW8('ll 
that and our arnond1nent js that wo substi
\ute reduction of hours for State conteol. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLf0 LAKDS: You can 
do that after you defv.1t the CoYornment 
l"'oposal. 

Mr. ELPHINSTUNB;: You could pwbably 
do it wi lh the machinery referr. cl to by the 
Home Secretary, with which I will deal 
directly. -we lmvo ab"'a:.-s argued ihnt ,~ve ·do 
uot see a ne· cure for the trouble crc•a ted bv 
lhe liquor problem by instituting State cor{
lrol. State control has not been a ouccess 
in anv di1oction where it has been practised 
bv the State. \'lfc cannDt ~eo that State cDn
tJ:ol. whore it y;ou!d he subjected to the influ
ence of vested intcrcst'l, is Likely to e~u:;: 3 

any rwrmaneni: cure of t,his problem. \Ye all 
admi:c that thP wording of this anwndmont if 
carried. >vould h1Ye to bu altered; bnt we 
know that the provi.<ivn in the Bill is tho 
pDlicy of the GovPrnment, and that our 
arnondment i,; then fore not likely i,o bo 
adopted. Bc.ca US1J of thls \\ e ba ve not go no 
to the trouble to prcvaro a nulnbcr 0f c,_11'Sf'

quential amendmc:nt,;. 'l'ho Homo Secretary 
has carefully pointed out to us that, in spit•' 
of the \rithdrawal of tho triennia.! poJls. the 
machinm·y still exists for dealing with tho 
liquor <JUesiion; and the hon. m em bor for 
Fitznly has given expr.:i' ,io11 to his belatecl 
satisfaction at the fact !hat lw has still some 
means of disposing of the liquor qtw'tion 
nfter the triennial polls haYo been disposed 
oi. If that is so, why did the Go,·ernment 
introduce the triennial poll Bill in 1920? 

The Ho:vm SECRETARY: Because the pro· 
visions I referred to do not come into iorco 
so far as these resolutions arc concerned until 
1925. The prohibition people could not othcr
>vise have got an expression of opinion of 
tiw p"oplo until then. 

Mr. ELP.HINSTONE: If prohibition had 
b~cn carried in 1920, it had to be affirmed 
in 1923. and not put into force till 1925. 

The HmiF. SECRETARY: No; under the Act 
the peDplo conld not give an exprr~si'Jll of 
opinion tili 1925. B,y the 1920 Act we gavo 
i hem the right to secure two expreosions of 
opinion, while we gave till 1925 to mature. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO='JE: The machinerv 
which will exist after th<' paesing of thi's 
Bill alters the majority, and before it can 
be put into operation it has ftrst to br; 
initiated by a 10 per cent. requcc,t of the 
people, all of which is going to entail cir
cuitous machinery which is not going to bo 
operative, and by reason of its troublcsome
ne.9s is not going to be given effect to. 
Those who. therefDre, look to a solution in 
the fact that machinery still exists will bo 
vcr;;; dissatisfied. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Do vou 
think the peDple ehould b« disturb,,d if thc.v 
have not sufficient interest to initiate a poll? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: There may be some
ihing in that argument, but the point I wish 
to stress is that the question of liquor reform 
is RO murh a Roc1al question-it affect.-: every 
mother, husband. man. a.nd wJman-that 
opinions can be formed on it without ontside 
influence. Every n1an has an opinion on thjg 
matter. It is so simple to come ~o a conchl
sion on it that it is one questiDn aboYe all 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

others which the people should be allow~~,d to 
decide. 

'I'l·Je PnEMIER: It is being entrust0d to them 
J n Octobt:r. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The poll in October 
has been largely nullified by the introduction 
of this rreG,sure, ·which comprornisrs it by 
pro.-ision for the early closing of hotels I 
.argued on the second reading that the mere 
fact of introducing this Bill befme the pDll 
in October is undoubtedly going to hflve a 
mat0rial effect on that poll. There wore 
maHy people at tho last poll who voted 
prohibition because thov had no other alter
native, :md they v.Dukl woner seo prohibition 
carried than a continuance of the present 
regime of the liquor inte1'osts. 

At 9.10 p.m., 
Mr. DuxsTAX (Oympie), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Ch-tir
rnan in the chair. 

::\Ir. ELPHI::'<JSTO:c\E: I argue that they 
arc going to vote continuance, because they 
know quitf well that thi" measure is going 
i:o gi.-o them the relief they wish for. 

The SECI<ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do vou 
think that they should be forced intD I;l'O
hibition? 

:\lr. ELPIIINSTONE: No. I am ono of 
those >Yho votccd for prohibition at the last 
poll. },ecause I would soDner see prohibition 
curried than a continuance of the hDurs that 
exist to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: v,-hv 
should vou be forced into it? you have a 
mind of your own. 

l\Ir. ELPHI:\i'STO?\E: I have a mind of 
my o\vn, .and I am going to exercise it. 
There were many Dthers ,imilarly placed. 
I ha ye alroad;c· ea id that I agree with the 
Premier and the 1-Iorne Secretary in regarD 
to this question. I do not boliPve in jump
ing from otw extreme to tho other-that i,, 
to jump from practicall, unbridled liberty 
to drink to the closing of all bars. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \Yill 
;·on vote for continuance this tim~J? 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE : I do not consider 
it is po,·,ible to expect people to accept 
prohibition at once without many endeavour
ing to circuinvcnt it. The taking of 
liquor hccomes a habit >Yith some people. I 
agree, therefore, with the principle that, if 
we gradually introduce a r,,form of this 
naturp, vve are p;oing to achieve 60nl..Gthing 
pennanonL I have always argued that early 
clo,ing is the proper method, and I think 8 
o'clock is a reasonable hour. \Vo shall 
probably ftnd, as the people of Victoria did, 
that the people will become accustomed to 
8 o'clock cfosing, and they will be glad 
Pnough to re,ort to an earlier hour later on. 
The prohibitionists in America have many 
arguments in their favour. To those who 
havt> etudied the industrial side of affairs in 
America, there is no doubt that greater 
~fficiencv hao been manifested in many of 
the ind{,stries. 

The PRE)!IER: Those workers who have 
:')ho,vn mon efficiency are not getting higher 
\vages a.s a result. 

Mr. ELPHI='IS'I'ONE: That is quite 
another question. It would naturally 
follow, if they were paid by resulte-which 
is the doctrine I alwavs stand for-that they 
would get greater pay. At the same time, 
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I do not think the Premier is correct in his 
'tat{)ment. I read recently a statement by 
that famous automobile manufacturer, ~-1r, 
Ford, where he has ~tated that his works 
diagntms clearly shmv that, whereas he used 
to attain maximum efficiency on Tue&day 
tnorning-that was giving the \Vorker.:; }\ion
day to overcome the effects of an orgy over 
the week-end-he now gets maximum effi
cierwy within an hour and a-half of starting 
on Monday morning. Seeing that Mr. 
Ford's works are carried on on the svstem 
of payment b~· results, it must follow' that 
his workers have achieved higher wages since 
prohibition as carried. 

The PRE)IJER: Since 1920 there has been a 
gn,at wage-slaughtering campaign in 
An1erica. 

:..Ir. ELPHI~STO~E: I do not >vish to 
introduce the wage question into the 
matter. It must be admitted that if prohi
bition were acceptPd by the people in a 
proper sense 1 1f they y, ere prepared to agree 
that it would eliminate many evils which 
attack humanitY so much to:day, and for 
which liquor is so n1uch re .. ~ponsihle, no man 
could argue that the prohibition of liquor is 
anything but a desirable thing. But human 
nature is human nature, and I agree with 
the arguments that the best way to bring 
about reform is by a gradual restriction of 
the hour,, teaching people by habit that 
they cttn do without liquor and its evil 
ciiects. I wi>h to conclude by pointing out 
that the reason why this amendment has 
been introduced bv the hon. member for 
Logan is simply to place on - record the 
method ,, hereby we believe the question 
should be determined-not bv the direction 
of an-c Government, but by 'the determina
tion of the people. This is above :1ll things 
a qnc~tion >vhich ought to be completely 
-entrusted to the people. 

::\Ir. KING (Logan) : I quite admit that 
the amendment appears to be somewhat 
crude, and that certain words have been 
left out which should have been in. 
Although I am half inclined to think that I 
drafted the amendment all right, still the 
words are not there, and I accept the respon
sibilitv. I would like to amend the a>nend
rnent ·by insr'rting, after the words " a poll 
shall be taken," the words "in the month 
Df October in every third year." That 
would make the amendment perfectly clear. 

The HmiE C\ECRRTARY: That would givu 
you two polls every third October. You are 
n1aking no provision in the amendn1ent for 
the repeal of the October poll as it ( '<ists 
to-day, and you propose to delete from my 
clause !he power to repeal the triennial 
October poll. 

Mr. KING: I do not see it. 

The HOJ\1E SECRETARY: Let me 
explain it. In section 191A provision exists 
for taking a triennial poll every third Octo
ber on three questions-nationalisation. pro
hibition, and continuance. In the clauce 
under discussion, that poll is being repealed. 
Under the amendment the hon. member 
strikPs out the repealing words. and he now 
BuggT3ts that in the same month every three 
years tnese other thrco questions arc to be 
svbmitt··d to the people at the same time, .,he 
Dnly difference being the reduction of ham·,. 
That would mean that we would have two 
polls in the same mcmth in the same year. 

Amendment (Jfr. [{ing) put and negatived. 

Tho HOMF; SECRETARY: I moye the 
insertion after the \vord " repealed," on line 
45, of the >Yards-

" Except for the purposes of giving 
effect to the provisions of the said section 
191A, in the event of any of the resDlu
tions therein mentioned being carried at 
the poll in October, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-three." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Cl a use, as amended, put and passed. 
Ola.me 12-" Amtnrlment of section 204; 

llailtc''P refrcshment-rrJ:orns "-put and 
ra-,sed. 

The liou -e resumed. 

REPORT STAGE. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN reported the Bill 

with amendments. 

The HO:..IE SECRETARY (I-Ion. J. 
Stopf01·d. Jlount ,l/organ): I beg to move

" That the Bill, a> amended, be now 
tah n into consideration." 

::\Ir. ELPI-IINSTONE (UdcJ;): I would 
like to ask the Minister when it is intended 
to giye effect to the Bill. At what date is 
early closing meant to apply 'I 

Tho IIO:ME SECRETARY: As soon ,ls 
c.-er- assent has been obtained to the Bill, it 
will automatically come into operation. 

Que,tion put and passed. 
The thircl reading of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for Thursday, 23rd August. 
The House adjourned at 9.23 p.m. 




