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Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 15 AUGUST, 1923,

The Spraxir (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.
QUESTIONS.
PasTorAL RENTS AND RETROSPECTIVE
COLLECTIONS.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

“ 1, What was the amount collected in
rents from pastoral lessees under the
retrospective  provisions of the 1920
amending Land Act?

“ 2. What is the highest amount in rent
per acre charged bz the Crown to any
of its tenants at the present time?

<3, Under what form of tenure is such
rent charged®

‘4, What is the highest rent per acre
charged for pastoral holdings at the
present time?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon W. McCormack, Cairns) replied—

1. £613,289 up to 31st December, 1922.

2. L350 per acre.

‘3. Special lease.

4. 4d, per acre.”’

MuxDUBBERA-MONTO RAILWAY—SECOND
SECTION.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“1. Hav: working plans been prervared
for the second section of the Mundublbera-
Monto Railway?

2 When will work on this section
from the south bank of the Burnett and
north to Monto be commenced?

“3. Are plans completed for the rail-
way bridge to cross the Burnett at the
commencing point of this section?

4. Is it the intention of the Depart-
ment to put in hand the carly construc-
tion of this railway bridge, so as to
prevent unrecessary delay in work on
the section to Monto, along which a great
part of the earliest settlement of the
Upper Burnett will take place?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1. Working plans are now being
prepared.

2. On completion of the first section.

“ 3. Yes.

““4. Tt is not anticipated that this bridge
(which is to be of timber) will delay work
on the next section.”

BEERBURRUM SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

1. How many men were in occupa-
tion on Beerburrum Soldier Settlement
on 30th June last?

‘2. How many settlers left during the
six months ended 30th June last?

“3. How many vacant farms
there on that date?

“4, What is the total expenditure on
the settlement to 30th June last?

5. Of this sum, what amount has been
expended on the State farm?”

were
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—
““1. 293 scttlers and 12 informal lessees.

4, £359,245 3s. Td.

5. £16,000, approximately, to October,
1921, Since that date the area comprised
in the State farm, which has been made
available for sclection by discharged sol-
diers, has been kept under cultivation at
z;gzcsoit of £1,743 8s. 8d. to 30th June,

STALLIONS REGISTRATION BILI.
INtTIATION. -
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, FKacham): 1 beg to
move—
_“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to improve the
breed of horses, and for other incidental
purposes.”

Question put and passed.

NERANG RIVER BRIDGE AND SOUTH-
PORT-BURLEIGH ROAD BILL.
THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, (‘airns): I beg to
move-—

““That the Bill be now
time,”

Question put and passed.

read a third

MAIN ROADS ACTS AMENDMENT

BILL.
IxITIATION 1IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the clhair.)
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): 1 heg to
move—

~ “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Main Roads
Acts in certain particulars.”

The object of the proposed Bill is to amend
the Main Roads Acts to provide for a system
of developmental roads as contrasted with
main roads. It has been found under the
principal Act that the Main Roads Board
are cntirely engaged on what are main roads,
and we find that throughout the State there
are centres where it is desirable that we
should have power to make what may be
termed developmental roads as well as main
roads,

Mr. Tayior: You mecan new roads?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

Yes. roads which cannot be classified as
main roads, but roads which may be
required to serve group settlements or pro-
ductive centres by connecting them with
rail centres. Such a road cannot be
described as a main road, and the shire
council, perhaps, is not financially able to
build the road itself, so that the people are
deprived of the benefit of an up-to-date road.
We are placing £40,000 on the Estimates this
year for roads of this character, but the

Hon. W. McCormock.]
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councils concerned will have to carry their
share of the cost. After the road has been
built to such a centre from the railway for
purely developmental purposes, the obligation
of upkeep will be thrown entirely on the
eouncil concerned.

Mr. COSTELLO :
rot?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The sawme form will be gone through as in
the case of a main road now. The Main
Roads Board are not going to force on to
councils either main road construction or
developmental road construction. We have
had many anplications from councils request-
ing that certain rozds be declared main
rcads. Those roads are not main roads as
defined in the present Main Roads Act. The
difference between a main road and a
developmental road will be that the councils
will have to undertake the upkeep of the
latter. We believe that once a develon-
mental road is built it should be a charge
on the people in the vicinity, because it is
net a main road. Power is also sought under
the Bill to allow an entry to bc made upon
private land for the purpose of getting
material. In certain districts roads have
been surveyed and pegs placed in the ground.
1t is 010])()3(,(1 under the Bill to make the
removal of survey pegs in connection with
main roads an offence,

My, TavLor: Doos that provision not exist
under the present Act?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Yes, but we are tightening it up. There
i also provision in the Bill for dealing
with the stealing of the use of motor cars.

HonotUrasLe Mraeers: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The idea of placing that provision in an
amending Main Roads Bill Is to prevent the
manufacturc of criminals. It may be argued
that we should amend the Criminal Code
and deal with this offence cunder section 445
of that Code; but it is not a desirable thing

Whether they approve or

to do so. No country in the world has
so far made the stealing of the use of
chattel a criminal offence. TIn other Statos

they have special Acts of Parliament desling
with this particular matter. We can mect
the situation, as has been done in Victoria,
by making the taking of the use of a mctor
car belonging to any other individual an
offence under the Main Roads Act. Hon.
members will remember that recently a man
was avrested for using a motor car when
he took it and went for a “joy ride’” and
then abandoned it. The Chief Justice held
that there was no provision for making the
stealing of the use of a motor car an offence.
The police then charged the man with steal-
ing the petrol in the car, but the jury would
not convicet, because thev did not regard the
offence really as a criminal offence. I agree
that it is not a good thing to create
criminals.  The penalty provided for the
offence in the Bill is a fine of £20 or six
months’ imprisonment, according to the cir-
cumstances governing the case. The pro-
vision in this Bill gets over the difficulty, and
gives the protection needed. It is not like
amending the Criminal Code. where we
vould have to make the stealing of the use
of a motor car a criminal offence.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I understand
that one of the real causes for the introduc-
tion of this Bill is to make provision for

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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the opening of the land in the TUpper
Burnett district ‘which is not adjacent to a
railway.

The SEcRETARY For Preric Laxps: Oh, no.

Mr. CORSER: I think the Minister is
introducing the Bill to enable him to put
it into force in the Upper Burnett district.

The SrcreTary ror PupLic Lanps: No. Is
can be operated in the Upper Buraett dls-
trict, but there is a number of other district
whcro it can also operate.

. CORSER: I think it is cssential from
the mlm\tels point of view that power
should be given to allow it to operate in
the Upper Burnett district, although the
Bill does not specifically say so.

The SzcrETARY ¥OR PUbLIc LayDs: There
is quite a number of districts in which 1¢
could operate. The chair:uan of the Main

Roads Board first brought it under my
notice.
Mr. CORSER: The Minister claims that

laud 20 to 30 miles away from the railway
in the Upper Burnett district will be made
available by these developmental roads, but
they can only be constructed under the pro-
vislons of the Bill which is foreshadowed.

Mr. Kgtso: It applies to all Queensland.

Mr. CORSIER: Yes, it does apply to all
Queenslnqu It strikes me as not being an

altogether fair proposition to ask the settlers
who are going upon the land which is to be
opened up by road and railway to pay the
whole cost of the upkeep and half the cost
of the road.

The Sepcretary ror Pusnic Laxps: It will
uot apply in those arcas. We are aircady
doing that under ancther Act,

Mr. CORSER: Certainly, but not in the
Upper Burnett. The Country party believe
that all main roads should bo a charge on
the State, and that half the cost of upkeep
should be borne by the local authorities. This
Bill provides, as in the past, that the local
authority shall eventually be charged with
half the cost of the construction of the road.

The SEecrRETARY For Pusric Laxps: They
are carrying the whole burden at presont.

Mr. CORSER: It is a plank in our plat-
form that roads should open up settlement
arcas, even if they are not main roads.

The SroreTarY ror PuBLic 1aNDs: Whose
platform?

My. CORSER: The Country party’s plat-
form in the first place—the party that the
hon. gentleman feared so much that he
assisted in wiping out four of their seats.
I agree with the gencral principle of the Bill,
but T wish that the policy of the Minister in
regard to main roads was in keeping with
our own, and that he would make the cost of
main roads a charge on the State and not
force settlers to pay half the cost and the
v.hole upkeep.

The SroreraRy For PuBLic LaxDS: You
were here for years and made the local
authorities carry the whole of the burden.

Mr. CORSER : The Minister and his party
were also here for years and kept the Denham
Giovernment in power by supporting them in
cennection with the Railways (Guarantee) Act.
They could have put the Denham Govern-
ment out of office in 1913 if they had sup-
ported my motion to abolish the guarantee;
but they supported that Government in pre-
ference and kept them in power, and now
they say we were responsible for the ruilway
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guarantee, The guarantee principle contained
in this Bill is a continuance of the same prin-
ciple and puts a further burden on the settler,
which is far heavier because he has to pay
half the cost of construction. We hope that
the guarantee pnn(lpm, even in connection
with our main roads, will be abolished, and
that the cost will be made a charge on the
State, espocially as commerce is so much
benefited by them.

Mr. DEACON (Cunninghamr): 1 really
cannot :ce anv necessity for the Bill. I
understood the Minister to say that he was
placing the sum of £40,000 on the Estimates
this year for developmental roads. That will
only build 2 or 3 miles of road, and it will
take such a long time to do even that that
the proposal will not be of much assistance
to the sotilers. A metalled road is a very
good thing.

The SecreTarY ror PubLic Laxps: You are
getting one built in your electorats, and the
people have not offered any objerction.

Mr. DEACON: It is much more expensive
than a railway. If you are going to open
up a new settlement. the hest road and the
cheapest is a railroad, and it is much more
enduring and returns more revenue.  Any man
would prefer a railroad to a metalled *n'ml
read. and it is a bad principle to extend suci
a scheme to a new settlement. This road will
be of no assistance.

The Szorirary rorR PrsLic Taxps: Would
vou have a railroad wherever you have a
road?

Mr. DEACON: If the building of a road
1~ going to cost morc than the building
of a railroad, it would be better to h'l\u
the latter. You are going the most expeunsive
way abouc the business, and if the Miunister
will make inquiries and compars the cost of
the road, he will find that I am right.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): There is a
good deal in what the hon. member for Cun-
vxmgham has said. We have reached the
stage when we have to consider whether our
main roud principle is as good as we expected
it to be. TIf we are going %o make a first-class
road for carrying fairly heavy traffic. it
will cost us considerably more than would a
railroad.

Mr. Duxstan: What about the
eosts and maintenance?

Mr. WARREN : I think that the mainten-
ance of the suggested main road is going to
be more than that of a railroad. We zhould
consider whether these main roads are going
to be as beneficial as we thought they would
be when the Act was passed. Take the Red-
cliffe road. There i3 no question that that
main road will never satisfy the Redcliffe
people. Tt will never be as beneficial to
the Poninsula as a railroad would be. Fur-
ther, a railroad there would feed the rail-
1oad§ alrcady laid down, and which are not
paying interest on the mpltal invested. With
these roads we are preparing for motor
trafic which is going to compete with our
railroads. As a matter of fact, there is a
motor lorry competing with the railroad to
Petric at the present time.

Mr. HaRTLEY : Good luck to them.

running

Alr. WARREN: T say good luck to them
too.
The SecreTARY FOR PuBrLic 1.anDs: That is

a complete reply to the hom. member for
Cunningham.
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Mr. WARREN : I do not agree with that.
This is on bad roads at the present time—
roads that are not all they should be. If you
are going to build main roads you must take
into  consideration  the  £50,000,000 or
£60,000,000 indebtedness for our 1a11ways. I
think there is much truth in the statement
that the cost of roads is altogether too much
and that they are too big a burden on
the settler. I do not apply that in the case
of Redcliffe, where a big subscription was
collected, but roads genc;ally are altogether
too @xpensive. Even in the towns we are
bmlding roads with initial costs too
great for those roads to be profitable. It
would be advisable to have a railway service
over the Blackall Range—either a ratlroad or
a mountain tramway—as it would le of
greater benefit than a main road.

I think the hon. member for Cuunmwham
has thrown out a good suggestion, and the
Government would ba very wise to take into
consideration whether or not the main roads
ars: a good proposition—particnlarly where
they run practically parallel with a dll-
way. I think it will be a good thing to build
roads to agricultural centres. —an system
that will provide for the construction of roads
to open up land for scttlement where rails
cannct be laid down should have the support
of this Committes, but I do not see that there
Is any necessity for this Bill to carry out
such a system. As to the stealing of motor
cars, the Minister has made a very fine dis-
tinction in regard to the making 01 a cummal
I do not know that a man who gets six
months Is not a criminal, no matter what he
may be found guilty of. If anything can be
done to stop the stealing of motor cars, it
will be a good thing. 1 do not undcrctand
the necessity for the Bill, but if it is going
to improve the chances of settlement in any
district, it deserves the support of this Com-
mittee.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. ™
The C'HAIRMAN reporied that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was sgrecd to.

Finst READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Ilon. W. McCormack, Cuirns) presented the
Bill, and moved-—

‘That the Bill be now read a first
time.”’

Question put and passed.

The sccond reading of the Bill was maude
an Order of the Day TFor to-morrow.

PALMERSTON LAND SETTLEMENT
BILL.

IxNrr1aTION IN CORMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Th: SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): I beg to
move—

‘“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to make better provision for
the land settlement and development of

the Palmerston area, in North Queens-
land.”

This Bill is somewhat on the lines of the
Burnett and C'allide settlement scheme, except

Hon. W. McCormack.]



462 Palmerston Land

that in certain particulars the circainstances
governing  settlement in North Queoenslend
as compared with the Burnett are different.
The object is to open up a very valuable
piece of land situated between
{4 p.m.] the head of the Innisfail-Nerada
tramline and the Beatrice River
close to Millaa Millaa. It is a very valuable
picce of land, along what is known as Oswald’s
Track. The land is equal or similar to the
land on the Atherton Tableland. At the
pres:nt moment it is not available for settle-
ment because there are no means of com-
munication; but it is intended to extend the
2-ft. tramwuy from Nerada, or ecast of
Nerada, up to this valuable area of land.

An OprosiTION MiMBER: Crown land?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

Crown land. 'There is a lot of first-class
jungle land.
An Orrositiox MemseR : More or less.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I think more. A good deal of land in the
vicinity is almost unexplored. Quite recently
we had a survevor investigating the table-
land at the head of the 'Itu River. That
1s one of the finest pieces of country in North
Queensland, which was previously almost
unkuown. It was known to the local people
as jungle, but we have now scme idea of the
extensive strip of country which exists there,
and it is country of a similar class to that
on the Atherton Tableland. It is land that
we shall have no difficulty in getting settlers
tpon as soon as we provide means of com-
rmunication.  The Palmerston land will he
connected with the Innisfail railway system
by means of a 2-ft. gaug: tramway. The

wstew of group selection will be adopted.
lbmo is a rainfall of 90 inches a year. It
is not proposed to hand over the timber to
the settler. The Forestry Department will
market the timber on this particular area,
after supplying the settlement.

Mr. VowLEs: At a loss. The tramway
will be run at a loss, according to this report.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :

I do not thlnk 805 that is only the opinion
of some individual. There is no timber being
marketed on the Atherton Tableland to-day
at a lose. The people who are marketing the
timber that is coming off the Atherton Table-
land—either the Forestry Department or
private owners—are not doing it at a loss.

Mr. CosteLro: The Forestry Department
are tough with their royalty.

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC LANDS:
If the rvoyalty is. the causc of the hwu price
of timber, then the hon. member oppos
as a \uppmtm of a previous Government
in very unfortunate situation. The
Forestry ]fp‘uhm‘nt are using some of the
profits from the sale of timber for reaiforesta-
tion, anrd the private individual who got
concessions from the hon. member's Govern-
rent proviously is getting that in addition to
Lis profit, which is pure profitcering,

Mr. CostELLO : We do not take any respon-
sibility for that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No; but you are the lineal descendants of
that Government. (Laughter.) The Fovestry
Department are making a profit; but thoy
are, at least, using some of the money thev
get from <tumpage or royalties in 1epldnt1ng
trees, which the private individual is not

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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deing. TIn ten or twelve years there will be
no forests in Queensland unless we conserve
our timber.

An OrrosirioNn MeuBer: In
years ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
In a very short time the timber reserves will
be almost exhausted; and how shall we get
on then? However, that is ahother matter.
I may have the opportunity of placing
before the House a Forestry Bill which will
in some directions go towards conserving our
forests and replanting forests.

OppogITION MEMWBERS: Hear,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The idea under this Bill is to cut up the
land into 160-acre portions.

Mr. Taveor: How far is it from Innisfail?

The SECRE" LARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Some of it adjoins Millaa Millaa. It is
a continuation of the tableland on the eastern
slope of the coast range coming down trom
\Illlaa, Millaa. The land is first- class dairy-
ing land. A good deal of it is, of course, scrub
Country like Millaa Millaa. Millaa Millaa.
is beautiful grazing country. This scrub 1s
very rough country, and better for stock
than level country. We hope to place dairy
farmers on most of this area. Provision is
made for the establishment of dairy factories,
and later on for the acquirement of the fac-
tories by the producers of cream in :as
arcas.

how many

hear !

It is proposed to make a departure in
regard to finance in this particular instance.
We are establishing a fund to be known as
the ¢ Palmerston Fund.” Money appro-
priated by Parliament from {ime to time will
be placed to the credit of the fund, and the
Lands Department, in conjunction with the
State Advances Corporation, will advance
money to the individual sclectors. We hope
to get over some of the delay which now
takes place in conncction with advances, and
we wish to be able to stipulate that certain
work shall be done by the sclectors. Onec
of the stipulations will be that a selector has
to clear and graze not less than 50 acres of
land. It is admitted that in that district
50 acres will run sufficient stock or milking
cows to enable a selector to earn a livelihood.
We are making it compulsory that one of
the first underiakings of the selector shall
be the clearing and grazing of land and the
building of a house. I do not want to go any
further into the matter now—I am sorry te
have been drawn away on the question of
forests, The second reading stage will give
hon. members an opportumtv of getlmg more
information.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigry): I have gone very
carefully throngh the report with regard to
the construction of this tramway, and, after
reading the report and the wvarious evidence
pIdc#\d before the Public Works Commission,
1t appesrs to me to be a most undesirable
proposition until we get further evidence.

Mr., Counuixs: You would say anything
against North Qucenszland. You have never
been there in your life.

My, MOORE: The hon. member was one
of the members of the Commission and had
the opportunity of listening to the evidence.
I have read the evidence, and, if the hon.
member can show me that it is sufficient to
warrant us in spending a large amount of
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meney in opening up an arca in which settle-
ment is going 1o be somewhat problematical,
it will be a different matter.

The SECRETARY FOrR PUBLIC LANDS:
good as the Darling Downs,

It is as

Mr, MOORE: I am not going to be drawn
off the track by the hon. gentleman. We are
dealing with the opening up of a big arca in
North (ueensland. I do not think we have
suflicient evidence before us to show that this
is going to be a payable and successful pro-
position. The evidence is perfectly clear.

The SECRETARY FOR PupLic Lanps: Look at
the map.

Mr. MOORE: I am not bothering about
the map. That is what they do in the Lands
Department. They say, “ Look at the map,
which shows there are about 80,000 acres of
land indicated by a coloured portion on the
map.”  Nobody had been over it, and they
opened it up for soldier seitlement. That is
what they did in the Lands Department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps: Where?
3. MOORE:

The SECRETARY
not vet designed.

Mr. MOORE: I shall give the evidence
of the Under Secretary for Lands himself
to show whether it is opened or not. If he
gives wrong evidence, it is not my fault.
First of all we come to the point as to the
arca of land which is available. Various
persons who have lived in the district—some
dairy farmers, one or iwo land agents, and
ocne hotel-keeper—suggested that there were
between 150,000 and 200,000 acres, on which
from 1,000 to 2,000 families could be settled.
Then 3r. Swain, Divector of Forests, was
asked—

By Mr. Collins: You have an idea
of the area of the country we arc inquir-
ing into ?—VYes.

In the Palmerston area.
¥FOR P’UBLIC LaANDs: It is

“ What is the acreage?—Between the
two rivers about 40,000 acres.

By the Chairman: Would that
include the Palmerston area?—That is
the Palmerston arca as I understand it.

" By Mr. Collins: You base your cal-
culations on a 40,000-acre area —Yes.

*“We have been led to believe that we
are inquiring into an arca of 186,000
acres. One eitimate was that.there were
156,000 acies ?—I am taking the benefited
area between the two rivers. The tranm-
line would only bencfit the timber pro-
position between the two rivers.”

Mr, IaRTLEY : It is only the benefited arca
that he is talking about.

My, MOORE: The benefited area is the
arca from which the people can get their
produce on to the railway line. Now I
come to what Mr. Melville, the Under Sce-
retary for Lands, said, in answer to Mr.
Collins—

*“The country between the Maalan
River and the Walter Hill Range is
practically unexplored territory. Are
officers from your department carrying
out that exploration?—No. We are only
inquiring definitely into the country
between the two rivers—about 50,000
acren. I take it that later on, if any-
thing 1s done, they will have to ascertain
whether the tramway could be extended

[156 Avcust.]
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or whether you will have to tap the
unexplored country {from  Liverpool
Creek.”

* By Mr. Payne: The most important
thing to me is: How much of this land
will be made available by the building of
a tramway or a railway?—The figures I
have given are what we estimate. The
map shows about 3 miles between the
two Johnstones at the nearcst point, and
at the widest part it is about 6 miles.”

There is the evidence as to the arca that
will be available if this tramway is extended.

The Secrersry ror PuBLic Laxps: Do you
mean to s=ay that you do not believe the
cvidence given before the Public Works
Connnission ?

Mr. MOORE: I believe the expert
evidence that there are about 50,000 acres
available, but I say that we should try to
get more evidence before we agree to  the
desivableness of introducing this Bill. "I'he
Commivsion, in their report, say—

. “The only thing lacking at prosent
is a means of access to a market, and,
although the land in question is excep-
tionally fertile, there is no possibility of
it being sclected unless access to a market
is made available.”

Mr, Witham, teamster and assistant surveyor,

was asked by Mr. Cooper—

“* Do you think a tramline is the best
method of assisting in the rapid settle-
ment of that district?—I think it is the
only way to settle it.” ’

Mr. A, J. Crowther, General Manager and
Leputy Commissioner of the Northern Rail-
ways, was arked by the chairman—

“ We have been told that therc are
about mninety-nine curves on that line.
Is that so*—1I could not answer that.”

“ By Mr. Collins: Is the present tram-
way fromn Innisfail to Nerada a profit-
able undertaking 7—No.’

Mr. R. D. Macgregor, the officer in charge
of railways at Innisfail, was asked—

By the Chairman: Iave you any-
thing further to add for or against the
proposal to extend the 2-ft. tramway
fromr Nerada to the Little Beatrice
River 7—1 have been connected with the
tramways here since 1914, and the busi-
ness has so increased in that time that I
find that the utility of the 2-ft. gauge
is oxhausted.”

The utility of the tramway is exhausted by

the wraffic up to the present terminus, and

now there is a proposal to extend it another

25 miles. Tt is certainly a most oxtra-

ordinary proposition.
At 4.15 pm.,

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel
of  Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. CoNrOY: More rolling-stock !

Mr. MOORE: I do not think the hon.
member has read the veport. Later on Mr.
Crowther was asked by the chairman—

“ You really do not know much about
that country ?—No. I can only give
evidence as to an cxtension of the line
from Nerada in one regard. The maxi.
mum load I can hold with a 2-ft. enginc

Mr. Moore.]
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is 35 tons, as the grades are too steep,
and with an increase of traffic T will not
be able to hold greater loads. I want a
better line so far as grades are con-
cerned. The present line is far too costly
to work.”

Then, Mr. Melville was acked—

“ By Mr. Collins: Into what arecas is it
proposed to divide this lan Possibly
160 acres; 160 acres of good scrub land
are quite sufficient for anyone to make a
living on.

““ Have you any idea of the value to
be placed on this land ?—It would be
loaded for road construction, and, making
a guess at it, I should say from £3 to £4
an acre. We have opened up land in the
pzu‘ish of Dirran at £4 an acre.

Mr. Page, a commigsion agent, was asked by
Mr. Payne—

“ What do you consider the unim-
proved value of the land within a radius
of 3 miles on each side of the present
tramway —-It is not worth £1 an acro,
bocause of the lack of facilities.”

Another question put to Mr. Bdelville was
the foliowing by Mr. Collins:—

“ ¥t will depend solely on the con-
struction of a tramway or a railway '—lt
is no use cousidering that land for selec-
tion unless there is access by a tramway
or railwa We designed certain areas,
aszd the Public Hstate Improvement
Branch completed that track and did a
little bit of formation. We opened the
blocks for about 7 miles fronting the
road in question, with the idea of getting
these Dblocks selected in order to keep
that road open. There was not a block
sclected for some considerabic time.
Then 1t was set apart for soldier seitle-
ment, but nothing was done in regard to
soldier settiement. Then it was released
from soldier settlement. It was deeided,
however, to proceed only with the open-
ing of the portions adjacent to the
cleared road of 7 milos 1n length, and
on 8th August, 1921, thirty-seven por-
tions, were opeln A4 for perpetual lease
selection at the Lands Office, Iunisfail,
for landless men, under personal
residence conditions, with priority for
discharged soldiers. The portions ranged
from 67 to 160 acrcs in area, the rmaxi-
mum arca that a person could select
being 165 acres. Two portions were
»('lected but bhave since been surrendered.
That is the result of our endeavour to
settle that Lmd without railway com-
munication.’

Mr. Collins also asked Mr. Melville—

“Do 1 understand you to say that you
opened for selection land for a distanco
of 7 miles from the present terminus at
Nerada, and that only two blocks were
taken up, and thuse were subsequentiy
surrendered ?—Y es.

“ Considering ~ that the land throwi
open for selection was within easy access
of the present tramway, does that not go
1o prove that under existing conditions.
even with a tramline, there is no demand
for land in that Ioenlit;.f ?—You have to
take into consideration that the 7 miles
was just a cleared track with very little
road formation on it, and there was no
dairy or butter factory anywhere in the
locality.”

{dlr. Moore.

Then Mr. Davies, cane farmer and com-
mission agent, was asked by KMr. Collins—

“How do you account for the low
value of the privately owned lands along-
side the present tramway to Nerada?—
There are no pursuits in which those
holding the land can engage through
lack of transport and lack of a factors.
I speak particularly as to dairying.
There is some cane grown along the line,
but it i subject to frruhs which detracts
from the valuc of that land as compnred
to the river flats.

“ The mecans of transport are already
there in the shape of a &-fi. tramway.
How is it the land is not put to some
use "—There is no industry in which they
can engage,

“Ts there sufficient land dvailable to
warrant the erestion of a butter factory?
—Yes.”

There you have a commission agent saying
that the land is worth only £1 an acre along-
side the present tramway, although it is of
similar quality, and it scems extraordinary
that we should be asked to go in for the
expenditure of a large sum of money without
sufficient mfmnmtlon to warrant us inp voting
for it. Now wo come to the question of the
timber, as to which the Commission say—

‘It is estimated that the area carries
sbhout 4,000 superficial feet of timber
per acre, ineluding silky oak, maple, and
other valuablo scs'ub timbers. Mo
Witham, teamster and assistant surveyor,

who stated that he had been over Hlo
nreatm portion of the 1’al
cstimated that the profit from the timb: v
would be nezrly sufficient to pay for the
construction of the tramway.’

Mr. Witham was asked by My, Collins—

“ Would that be so if the Government
tock the timber off 7—Tt would be a
paying proposition for them. 1 would
certainly like to have the plopovbon
If vou gave me all the timber at its
eommercial value I could remove it, and
I think I could nearly pay for the tram-
line and the construction of a road out
of the profit.

“Do I understand you to say that the
value of the timber on the Palmerston
area would pay for the construction of a
tramline 7—1It 1s only a rough estimate of
mine, but I should say it would.

“By Mr. Cooper: By that you mean
the profit after cxpenses were paid?—
Yes. Of course that is a matter that
wants going into properly. It is only a
rough estimate.”

On the same point Mr. Swain, Director of
Forests, was asked by the chairman—

“Tlave you got any statement pre-
pared showing the timber resources?—I1
would like to ex :plain that the ovdinary
procedure in timber estimating by the
Forestry Department is to establish a
sorics of survey camps over the area and
actually make a local estimate. That
e-timate is now in the courss of prepara-
tion, and the evidence that I can give
on the iimber resources is only approxi-
mate. The area affected by the tramway,
s0 far as the timber resources arve con-
cerned, is between the North and South
Johnstone Rivers. That is an area of
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jungle country which was more or less
knocked about by the 1918 cyclone.”

Mr. Swain, continuing his evidence, says—

“There is on that land maple, silky
oak, white beach, black bean, red bean,
walnut, brown 6ak, silver beech, water
gum, and many other odds and ends of
so-called scrub timbers, some of which
may or may not have a marketable
value. The proportion of maple and
silky oak is rather low in relation to the
ordinary jungle country of the North,
and consequently from a timber point of
view it has a lower value than most
other areas. So far as we can estimate
there are probably 4,000 superficial feet
of timber per acre and probably
160,000,000 superficial feet on the whole
area between the two rivers. The value
of the timber or the possibility of market-
ing it depends on the price obtainable in
the market as against the cost of cutting,
hauling, loading, and freighting, So far as
I can calculate there are only three kinds
that we can market profitably—manple,
silky oak, and white beech. At present
the entire quantity of 160,000,000 super-
ficial feet is utterly valueless because 1t
has no market value.

“ What class of timber is at present of
no value ?—I liave with me some samples
of timber to illustrate the class of timber
that is growing in that area. They will
convey a better impression to the Com-
mission than mere names. The first
sample is walnut or black mahogany,
which is one of the most abundant tim-
bers on that area. We estimate that
there arc about 30,000,000 superficial feet
of walnut. With a 2-foot tramway the
cost of marketing per 100 superficial feet
f.o.b. would be approximately 17s. 2d.,
and the estimated market value per 100
superficial feet f.o.b. is 16s., showing a
loss of 1s. 2d. by marketing.”

There was evidence given that the value of
the timber was going to pay for the cost of
construction of the tram line, and hers we
have Mr. Swain saying that he is going to
lose 1s. 2d. per 100 superficial feet when
marketing.

Mr. Cornins: Not on all of it.

Mr. MOORE: No.

The PreMiER: We are going to make it
marketable. Unless we attempt to market
it, 1t will never have any marketable value.

Mr. MOORE: Mr. Swain continues—

“ How much maple?—Two hundred
superficial feet per acre over the whole
area.”’

We have evidence from Mr. Witham,
teamster and assistant surveyor, who has
been all over the area. He says in his state-
ment : —

‘“ The Palmerston area is well timbered
with maple, about 1,000 superficial feet
per acre; bull oak, 2,000 superficial feet
per acre; Putt’s pine, water gum, ash,
black and yellow walnut, quandong, gitto,
kauri pine, black bean, and crowsfoos
elm. It is a very hard matter to estimate
timber apart from maple and bull oak
as they mostly grow in patches.”

Apparently he classes silky oak as bull oak.

Mr. McGregor, the officor in charge of rail-
ways at Innisfail, gave this evidence—
‘“116. By Mr. Collins : Do you have any

1925-—2 ¢

[15 Avcust.]

Settlement Bill. 465

difficulty on {he present 2-feet gauge in
hauling log timber 7—Timber traffic is a
very dangerous traffic on a 2-feet gauge
system. We have to take these logs on
bogies which have no continuous draw
gear. These bogies are set to take iimber
of various lengths—8 feet to 10 feet. On
the present tramway there are ninety-
nine 3-chain curves between Currajah
and Nerada, a distance of 16 miles 67
chains. A number of these curves could
be eliminated and haulage made much
easier, and we could do some regrading,
which would simplify the hauling of logs.

€117, Even if an extension were made
from Nerada to the Little Beatrice River
you would not be able to bring very big
loads from the present ferminus into
Innisfail 7—Thirty-five tons is the heaviest
load we can carry on that line at the
present time.

€ 118. That would be a very serious
handicap in the hauling of these
100,000,000 super. feet of timber ?—Yes.”

I should think that it would be a very serious
handicap when you are only able to take 35
tons at a time. Then we come to the question
of the quality of the soil, and whether it is
suitable for settlement. Mr. Wirth, licensed
waterman at Innisfail, said that the soil was
rich red volcanic soil, extending right to the
top of the hills. He further said that there
was no place in Australia that would carry
s0 many stock per acre. His evidence went
to show that that country, when put under
exotic grasses, would carry at least one beast
to the acre all the year round. Mr. .J. L.
Callaghan, an official of the Lands Depart-
ment, said that the country was essentially
suitable for dairying. He continues—

‘“313. By the Chairman: Dairying
only?—He just mentioned dairying.
Speaking personally, it seems fo me to
be suitable for any class of agriculture.

¢ 314, Have you any knowledge as to
how the country is watered ?—The country
1s watered by the Johnstone River and
innumerable creeks and streams.

“315. By Mr. Collins: Have you any
record of the rainfall in that particular
belt of country that you have described?
—No. I do pot think so. It is always
understood that that countiry has a very
heavy rainfall.”

Mr, McHugh, farmer and hotel proprietor,
residing at Millaa Millaa, was asked—

“Do you know what is the average
rainfall for that district?—The rainfall
is about 80 to 90 inches a year.”

The PreEmMIER : They have no correct record,
Lecause the gauge always overflows.

Mr. MOORTE : Mr. McHugh said that there
was no record of the rainfall in those parts
available, but he would sar that the yearly
average was about 150 inches. What I am
complaining of is the lack of correct informa-
tion. When we are asked to vote a good
deal of money towards a land settlement
scheme, which to my mind is going to be of
problematical benefit, we should have abso-
lutely correct information. I want to know
whether the rainfall is 80 inches, 90 inches,
or 150 inches. There seems io be nothing
accurate.

The PrEMIER: It is the wettest part of Aus.
tralia,

Mr. Moore.]
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Mr. MOORE: Mr. Worth, licensed water
man at Iunisfail, in further evidence. was
asked—

“89. By Mr. Ryan: Do you know the
nature of the country on either side of
the track we traversed ?—Yes. It is very
undulating, but it is not inaccessible.
It is suitable for grazing purposes, as it
is similar to the country around Millaa
Millaa and Malanda, where the settlers
are engaged in dairying chiefly. There
are flats along the watercourses which
are eminently suitable for agricultural
purposes, but in this tropical climate,
where the rainfall is so heavy. it is a
waste of time to attempt 1o cultivate the
sloping land, becausc if you did so the
heavy rain would wash the soil all away.
The proper place for cultivation is on
the flats. As regard the undulating land,
there is none better in any part of the
world for grazing purposes. There is no
place in Australia that will carry so
many stock per acre. The authorities
here seriously state that that country will
carry two and a-half beasts to the acre
all the year round, or ten sheep to the
acre. That is heavy grazing.”

I could tell him that is heavy grazing.

Mr. HArTLEY : You have not been anywhere
but on the Darling Downs.

Mr. MOORE : Mr, Page, a member of the
Johnstone Shire Council, commission agent,
and secretary to the Butter Factory Company,
gave this evidence—

“ Would it be necesary to sow grass
here?—Yes, I think it will be necessary
to have permanent pastures. There is
sufficient land available, which at present
is only growing seed grass, to warrant
the erection of a butter factory at Wan-
gan straight away, and it would help
tc setlle the lands beyond Nerada.
Whereas, if a butter factory were erected
in the Palmerston, it would be four or
five yecars before you would get any
return. If erected at Wangan you would
get an immediate return. The farmers
on the Tableland are unloading a certain
number of culls, and there would be no
difficulty in the whole of that area being
converted into a closer settlement area
if we had communication. At the present
time vou can only see sugar, but to scttle
that land properly vou must also have
dairying, pig-raising, and  maize-
growing.”

The Secrtrary FOR PusLic Lanps: There is
provision in the Bill to prevent them from
unloading their culls.

Mr MOORE: I am only quoting the evi-
dence that was given before this Commission,
Mr. Callaghan gives this further evidence—

“323. The fact that there is a party
investigating as 16 what is a living area,
presupposes the fact that the department
is satisfied that the land is suitable for
the purpose indicated ?—It is suitable for
opening up for selection and possibly
dairying. The department has informa-
tion that it is suitable for dairying. The
heigat of the country makes it suitable
for dairying. Several reports indicate
that the country is very similar to the
Beatrice River country, where the dairy-
ing industry is at present established.”

‘I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: He is a
Iirisbane official.

[Mr. Moore.
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Mr, MOORE: They werc all stationed in
the North at one time.

The SECRETARY rOrR PtrBLIC Laxwps: What
about the Premier and myself, who have been
over this land ?

Mr. MOORE : Why did you not give evi-
dence ?
The PREMIER: We shall give evidence here,

Mr. MOORE: Crown Lands Ranger
Arnold in his report said—

“In character, this land is all dense
scrub with some very nice flats and wide-
spread mounds, from which it changes
into undulating and very steep country,
with occasional patches of stony land.
The soil chiefly is red and chocolate with
fairly large tracts of clayish nature, and
al%()wgranlte outcrops with but shallow
soil.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : What is
wrong with that country? It is the same as
the Millaa Millaa country.

Mr. MOORE : There is nothing very much
wrong with it. If you are going to clear the
timber off the land and grow grasses, the
first heavy rain that comes aleng on the top
of the granite will wash that off the soil.

The SEcrReTARY ror PusLic Laxps: Do you
think it is all like that?

Mr. MOORE: No.
reports—

*“ The soi] chiefly is red and chocolate,
with fairly large tracts of clayish nature,
and also granite outcrops, with but
shallow soil.”

That is the report of your own ranger, and
that is the report we have to go on. Mr.
Callaghan gives this further evidence—

“We propose to open it up under a
spacial land settlement scheme. The
country is dense jungle, and cyclone
devastated. Special conditions will be
required to settle that country., The
department has been censidering that
scheme for some time. One of the vital
points in connection with the matter is
;hg] communication with the port—Innis-
ail.”

The PREMIER:
1918 cyclone.

The SecrETARY vor Pusnic Lanps: Would
you abandon Cairns and Innisfail altogether?

Mr. MOORE : T am not talking about that.
I am talking about this evidence, and whether
this land should be opened up for settlement.
Mr. Page gives this further evidence—

“ Would there be any loss from ticks?
—1I do not think the ticks would do any
harm at all. If the cows are kept washed
they would be free. The danger would
be from straying cattle, which are of no
value.” -

Mr. Caliaghan said that the flats were very
rich and the hills were fit for grazing., I
want to know whether it will be possible for
the people to get their produce from the flats
to the tramline when it is constructed? Mr.
Callaghan was asked that question, and he
said he had no information whatever and
could not say until the report came in from
the surveyor. He said he did not know where
the tramline was to go. Surely, when we are
considering the question of land settlement,
we ought to have information as to whether
1¢ 1s possible, when the people take up the
rich lands on the flats, that they wwill be able
to get sheir produce to the tramline when it

Ranger Arnold

It was devastated in the
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is built. The evidence, so far as I can see
in" the report, goes to show that a 2-feet tram-
line in this area is unsuitable and will not
carry the traffic. 'We have no information to
show whether the people will be able to get
to it when it is built. We know that the
tramline at present extends to Nerada, and
there is land on both sides of that line equal
in quality to the land which is proposed to
be settled, which is to-day being oftfered at
15s. and 30s. an acre, and is not being taken,

At 4.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MOORE: We also have evidence to
show that the Government opened the land
to selection within 7 miles of the terminus
after making a road from the Public Service
Improvement Fund, and that even then only
two blocks were taken up, to be subsequently
forfeited. Is it any use building a tramway
to open up lands for settlement when the
people who are already settled there cannot
dispose of their produce? What is wanted
is the establishment of a butter factory at
Malanda first to see if they can make a
success of it.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LanNDs: They
are making a success of it at Millaa \f[ll]aa
where they are producing for a butter fac
tory.

Mr. MOORE : I am not talking about that.
Why not build a butter factory at the centre
where the people are settled now? The
cvidence shows that the land is available
there at 15x. or £1 an acre, and even then
the settlers cannot make a living. It is on
that evidence that the House is asked to pass
this resolution to make provision for the
extension of the tramline.

The SecreTARY FOR PuBLIC Lanps: The
Public Works Commission has been over it.

Mr. Coruins: That is the evidence. Read
the report.

The SecreTARY FOR PuBLic LaxDs: Where
was that evidence taken—in the Lands Office,
Brisbane.

Mr MOORE: No; a great deal of it was
taken up in the district.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: A great
deal of that evidence you were reading was
given by officers in Brisbane.

Mr. MOORE: No; I think the evidence
was taken from two officers in that district,
and the pcople in that district. Mr. McHugh
and Mr. Worth were living in that district.

The PreMiER: No; not one person whose
evidence you have rcad lived in that area.

The SpcreTaRY FoR Pusnic Laxps: Mr.
McHugh lives at Millaa Millaa, and Mr.
Worth at Innisfail.

Mr. MOORE: Mr. Davis and Mr.
live just on the edge of it.
take evidence from them.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
evidence is worthless.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman is try-
ing to make out that the evidence of these
people is absolutely worthless, yet it is on
their evidence that the Commission recom-
mended that the tramline be extended
beyond Nerada.

The SrECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
evidence of Mr. Jurd and Mr.
favourable; so is Mr. McHugh’s.

Mr. MOGRE: Their evidence naturally is
favourable to getting the line built in the
district, because they want to get a lot of

Jurd
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people to go up there.
naturally gave their evidence freely and
favourably. I believe the evidence was given
in good faith, but it is on their evidence that
the Commission is making the report. We
should have more evidence before us of the
suitability of this land for the purposes
intended. No one can point out to me that
there is any evidence of this suitability. On
the -contrary, everything points the other
way. We should have some evidence to show
that the people can get to the tramline when
1t is built. ‘We happen to have a report sub-
mltted by the Public Works Commission,
whose duty it is to sift the evidence and say
whether it is suitable or not, and apparently
the Minister regards it as unsultable for he
says it is worthless. That is all the House
has to go on. Probably the Minister, from
his own experience, may know that country,
but very few people have gone over it. Its
use is all a matter of conjecture, and it is
such a dense jungle that the surveyor says it
akes three good brush men and himself a
day to clear 15 chains.

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Five or
6 miles on the Beatrice River side you get
the finest dairying land in Australia.

Mr. MOORE: You must remember the
broken country that has to be travelled over
to reach the 2-foot tramway, and the evidence
of the Railway Commissioner, who says the
usefulness of the - existing tramline is
exhausted, because it cannot, cope with the
traffic. You have also evidence that land of
similar quahty is offering at 15s. to £1 per
acre, and is not taken up.

The SecRETARY FoR PumLic LaNDs: The 2-
foot tramline will serve the richest district
in the North.

Mr. MOORE: The Minister is talking of
countty on one side of the line, which is
suitable for sugar-growing, whereas this land
is not.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

The PREMIER {(Hon, E. G. Theodoc:e,
Chillagoe) : The hon. member for Aublguy,
in criticising the proposal, is apparently quite
unfamiliar with the conditions of the North.
I do not know whether the hon. member has
been in this distriet, or whether he has been
in North Queensland at all. If he has not, it
places him at a serious disadvantage in
considering a proposal of this kind. I am
satisfied that any hon. member of this House
who knows the district will have no hesitation
whatever in believing that such a settlement
scheme will be a success.

Mr. Moore: No one seems to know; that
is what I am complaining of.

The PREMIER: The hon. member does
not seem to know. If the hon. member, or
any hon. members of the Opposition. are
willing to go to North Queensland, I am
willing to put facilities at their dizposal to
take them through this area.

HovouvurasLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: FEvery hon. member on
this side of the House who represents a con-
stituency north of Townsville knows this
area, and has been through it. This country
is a continuation of the same class of country
as you pass through from Malanda to Millaa
Millaa,” and then goes down undulating
country to the coast at . Innisfail. The
character of the country changes as it gets

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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nearer the coast. The reason why the
country in the vicinity of Innisfail has
not been taken up for dairying is becuuse
everyone around Innisfail goes in for sugar-
growing. There is no butter factory at Innis-
fail. It was absurd for the Lands Depart-
ment to open the seven Dblocks near
Nerada as suitable for dairying when no
butter factory existed. There has been agita-
tion proceeding for the last two or three
years around Innisfail to get a butter factory,
but the promoters cannot get support because
everyone there grows cane. At Millaa
Millaa, where there is a similar class of
country—broken country—men are carrying
on dairying under the most favourable con-
ditions in Queensland, and are supplying the
Atherton butter factory. The present dairy-
ing land settled around Millaa Millaa goes
to the Beatrice River area, extends to 6
miles beyond the existing rail head at
Millaa Millaa, and every block has been
taken up. Across the Beatrice we come
to this country known as the Palmerston
area, similar i respect of natural water,
the wundulating nature of the country,
heavy jungle, and other conditions as the
country around Millaa Millaa. It has not
been taken up as, because of the dense
jungle, it has not been surveyed. This land
is too far away from Millaa Millaa for the
department to think of throwing it open for
selection, and expect selectors to take pro-
duce to Millaa Millaa, because the nature of
the country would add to the cost of trans-
port. It would be unreasonable to place
settlers there without giving them access fo
the land. The hon. member for Aubigny
criticised this proposal to open up this area,
extensive as it is, so highly productive, and
containing so much timber, mainly on the
ground that it ought to be served with a
tramline of 3 feet 6 inches gauge. That
argument might be raised, but the objection
is that, if that is done, it will defer the
opening of the land for years because of
the enormous expense involved in building
such a railway. The line from Malanda to
Millaa Millaa cost over £15.000 a mile for
a 3 feet 6 inches gauge. This 2-foot line
will follow the spurs {rom Nerada toward
the Beatrice River, and the survey of the
Railway Department shows that the cost
will not be more than one-fourth as much as
a 3 feet 6 inches railway from Millaa Millag
—probably less than that—and a 2-foot
line will serve the necessities of the district
for twenty years or more. Later, when that
district is fully settled and highly producing,
whatever CGovernment is then in office will
eventually have to consider the construction
of a 3 feet 6 inches line from Millaa Millaa
to Mourilyan Harbour, a distance of a little
over 40 miles. It would be absurd to con-
sider the extension of the Millaa Millaa line
down through that area and compel all the
produce to go through Millaa Millaa to Tolga
and then on to Cairns, over 100 miles away.
There will be a tremendously heavy timber
traffic from that area, and the Jine will also
serve the interests of 800 or perhaps more
settlers when they are fully producing.
Everyone must recognise the futility of post-
poning the construction of the line for twenty
vears, and then starting a broader gauge
Jine, allowing the land to lie idle all that
time.

The hon. member for Aubigny says that
we have not sufficient information and that
there is a certain vagueness about the pro-
posal. We have ten times more information
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in regard to this Palmerston area than the
Denham Government had in connection with
a similar proposal. At the time when the
Denham Administration proposed to build a
line from Tolga towards Malanda, the country
was all jungle, and you could not get through
except by pack track to Boar Pocket—now
Yungaburra, However, the Government took
the chance and risk, and authorised the con-
struction of the railway from Tolga to
Malanda., The same thing applied when they
extended the line to Millaa Millaa.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: It is quite evident
that they did some very good things.

The PREMIER: Yes; a few good things,
and some queer omnes. Before they got
approval to construct the railway from Tolga
they actually opened up land for settlement
at Millaa Millaa, 28 miles away from Tclga,
and Harvey Jurd was one of the settlers
who went there thirteen years ago on the
definite promise that the Government wonld
complete the rzilway; he was left there in
the heart of the jungle waiting for it to come.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: He was not the
only one.

The PREMIER: No, there were nany
more. The Denham Administration went on
with the extension of the line from Malanda
to Millaa Millaa with no more information
as tc the land or the cost of the line, or
anything else than we have in regard to the
Palmerston lands. It is absurd to say that
no such development should take place until
surveyed roads are made. If we proceeded
on those lines, we should have no development
in North Queensland. Although it is not
possible for anyone to go over the whole of
that area because the jungle is so dense, it
is not necessary to go over the whole area
to appreciate its immense extent, its great
richness, fertility, and suitability for dairy-
ing. The idea that because a tract of the
land around Nerada cannot be used for cane-
growing, it should condemn the Palmerston
area, is due to a lack of knowledge of local
conditions. You will find areas of red soil
right along in the vicinity of Nerada and
along the South Johnstone tramlines—land
that is not suitable for canegrowing and is
not being used for dairying because the
holders of land, wherever suitable, cultivate
cane and do not trouble about dairying.

This Palmerston area is not suitable for
cane; it is on rising country, 600 feet and
upwards above sea level. It 1s red soil and
subject to grubs and so unsuitable for cane-
growing. However, it is eminently suitable
for dairying. Some of the evidence said
that the country would carry at least a beast
to the acre, and that is what exactly similar
country around Malanda is carrying to-day.

I can assure hon. members that the Guvern-
ment are not taking any risk whatever in
going on with this land settlement scheme
in North Queensland. It is only by adopting
a bold land policy of this kind that the land
will be settled reasonably and give the settler
a chance. It is no use opening the land and
allowing settlers to struggle along and lead
a miserable existence for twenty years, as
was done in the old days. We want to deal
with the whole scheme as a comprehensive
land settlement proposition.

There is no one who knows the district
who can doubt that the scheme will be a
success, and I think the Government are well
justified in going ahead with it.

GOVERNMENT MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!
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Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I think the object
in circulating reports and attaching to them
evidence which is given before a Commission
is to give hon. members on both sides of the
House an opportunity of being in the same
position as those hon. members who belong
to the Commission, that is, to give them
first-hand evidence. Possibly, had the evi-
denoce just given by the Premier appeared in
print, we might have put a different con-
struction on the report than we have done
to-day.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
that the Commission went and personally saw
the land.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not see how the Com-
mission could have seen it. The evidence is
that the country is unexplored.

The PrEMIER: You can make a pretty good
guess as to the quality of the soil, There is
a road through the country from Nerada to
Millaa Millaa. I have ridden over it myself.

Mr. VOWLES: I am not disputing the
quality of the soil. There is a large sum of
money being invested in railway construction,
and we want to see the best results got out
of the expenditure of public money. I am at
a loss to know how the Commission could
come to a conclusion such as they have here
on the evidence that is attached to their
report.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The rail-
way proposal is not involved in this Bill

Mr. VOWLES: I know it is not. The
evidence contained in this report is most
unsatisfactory, and evidently the Minister in
charge of the Bill is of that opinion because,
replying to the hon. member for Aubigny,
he said that some statement he made was
not in keeping with the evidence given. I
know .that on occasions of this kind you
get a man of the very best character, who
has a knowledge of the locality, to come
before the Commission and give first-hand
evidence of what he himself knows. The
most remarkable thing in connection with the
evidence is that the first witness is a publican.
No doubt he has interests which he desires to
see advanced. hen you examine his evi-
dence you will ea that it is all hearsay. All
he says is that he believes the country to be
so and so because someone told him. Then
we have the evidence of two commission
agents, who may have a personal interest in
the district.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LANDS: Why
involve the land settlement scheme with the
railway proposal? The report of the Public
Works Commission is not a report on my
scheme at all.

Mr. VOWLES : It is pretty much the same
thing; the justification for the one is the
justification for the other. We are told that
the land is of no value without the railway.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LaNDS: Would
you have us open up the land without a rail-
way? Do vou know that the Country party
advocated the same scheme in North Queens-
land ?

Mr. VOWLES: I am not dealing with the
merits of the scheme at all, but 1 strongly
object to the Commission bringing forward
evidence such as is contained here in justi-
fication of their action when the evidence is
contrary to their finding.

. The CHATRMAN : I hope the hon. member
13 not going to start a discussion on the

[156 Avcust.]

+ to dispose of his produce.

Seitlement Bill. 469

merits or demerits of the proposed railway.
He would be in order in referring to it in
passing, but not in discussing it at length.

Mr. VOWLES: I say that the land settle-
ment scheme is dependent on the railway,
because the land without railway communica-
tion is useless. If you look at the evidence
of the whole of these experts, you will find it
is contradictory. In many cases they are
speaking from hearsay or departmental
reports, and the whole thing is very unsatis-
factory. If we are going to be asked to
consent to the desirableness of certain legis-
lation, we should be given all the first-hand
evidence available. Kven in this report you
will find that Mr. Sexton is asked about
certain evidence that is not in his possession,
and he says it is not to be got. We have not
got the benefit of that report. All 1 can
assume is that, if these reports are circulated
they are being circulated for a purpose. If
the findings of the Commission are against
the weight of evidence contained in this
report, then we should get the benefit of their
evidence, and more particularly the evidence
of men like the Premier and of the Minister
in charge of this Bill, who say they have a
personal knowledge of the area, and being
members of the Cabinet, they possibly had
a4 good deal to do with deciding on the intro-
duction of this legislation. Their evidence
should be on record. They should give us
the benefit of their information, and not give
information here in Parliament after = dis-
cussion has been started which should have
be'en. given before the Public Works Com-
mission.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): As one of the
members of the Commission who went
through this courtry, I have no hesitation in
saylng, as a native of Australia, that I have
never seen a richer area of country i any
part of Australia. The hon. member for
Aubigny tried to make a point because the
land alongside the existing tramway can be
bought for £1 an acre. We were told—he
will find it in evidence, too—that, if the
owners of that land could get a contract from
the sugar-mills to grow cane, which can be
grown successfully on these arcas, the price
would immediately jump up to £8 or £10
an acre. The trouble is that, with a lot of
the land along the existing tramway—some
of it is very good and some not so good—
nothing can be done with the product that
can be grown on it. A considerable portion
of it will grow cane, but the mills already
established in the district have sufficient cane
to crush and are not able to take any more;
that is the whole trouble. A lot of the land
is first-class dairying land; but there is mo
butter factory ir the district, and there are
no means to enable the selector or farmer
It is perfectly
true, from all the evidence we could obtain,
that every inch of this area has not been
explored or has not been gone over.

Mr. Vowres: You do not know whether
there are 100,000 acres or 200,000 acres.

Mr. PAYNE: Yes, we do. If the hon.
member will go to the trouble of looking at
the map attached to the report he will find
that this area of country lies between the
North and South Johnstone rivers. The
cvidence went to show that on each side of
the Johnstone River there are known to be
first-class scrub flats. He will find, too, that
the evidence taken at Jordan Creek, some
16 miles from Nerada, proves beyond all

Mr. Payne.]
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doubt that there are at least 180,000 acres
of land situated between those two rivers
that will be served by the building of this
tramway. It is perfectly true that the whole
area has not been fully explored; but I have
no hesitation in saying—I have no axe to
grind one way or the other—that it is the
most fertile area I have ever seen in Aus-
tralia, There is a tropical scrub running
from Innisfail right away through Nerada,
Jordan Creek, on to Millaa Millaa, and on
to Tolga and Atherton. The Government
have nothing at all to lose in opening up
this country so long as they do it in the
right way. It is not a bit of good the
Government building a tramline and settling
the people on the land unless they also erect
a butter factory in the district. The whole
trouble is that there are no means of dealing
with the product that can be grown. If
there was an assurance that a butter factory
would be erected in Innisfail to-morrow, I
guarantee that that land, which the hon.
member for Aubigny said could be obtained
for £1 an acre, would immediately increase
in price by several pounds per acre. The
land has been lying there for years and years.
People will not go on it to cultivate it or
produce butter because they cannot get rid
of their product. That is the whole trouble.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): It seems a great
pity, after the evidence that we have had
from the Premier and a member of the
Commission, that the Committe has not been
favoured with further information. The hon.
member for Mitchell has stated that it is the
most fertile area of country he has ever seen.
Yet we find Crown Lands Ranger Arnold, in
reporting on it, says—

“In character this land is all dense
scrub, with some very nice flats and wide-
spread mounds, from which it changes
into uyndulating and very steep country,
with occasional patches of stony land.
The soil is chiefly red and chocolate,
with fairly large tracts of a clayish
nature, and also granite outerops with
but shallow soil.””

If that is so, it can hardly be said to be the
finest country in the world.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic LANDS:
country has patches of stony ground.
_ Mr. CORSER : I am not going to say that
it is not all fertile, but we have not got the
evidence of it, nor did the Commission secure
such evidence.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Laxps: Did
you ever see tropical jungle that is not
fertile ?

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman has

All

heard what the Crown lands ranger
reported-—
‘i There is a considerable area of clayish
soil.”

While the Opposition desire the opening
up of our best land for settlement, they do
not want to find afterwards that the settlers
are in a bad position owing to land being
made available that is not fit for settlement.
That is the position we, as an Opposition,
have to consider, and it is our duty to
ascertain from the evidence if the land is
what it is claimed to be by the Minister
introducing this Bill. We have a Public
Works Commission. They made their in-
quiries, which do not bear out those things
which are claimed to be the fact. That is
what we disagree with. The hon. member

[Mr. Paymne.
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for Mitchell referred to the statements of the
leader of the Country party. The statements
of the leader of the Couniry party were
taken froin the report.

Mr. Payne: I pointed out why that land
could be bought so cheaply.

Mr. CORSER: If that land is so cheap,
how are the Government going to get £4 an
acre for the land above 1t? It is claimed
that no member of the Opposition has seen
this area of land. I cannot claim to have
seen it, but I have seen the Atherton Table-
land, and if it is as good as the Atherton
Tableland, why does not the evidence say so?
It would be very easy to bring in a good
report of the Atherton Tableland.

The Secrerary ror Pusnic Lanps: The
scrub is cleared on the Atherton Tableland.

Mr. CORSER: The whole of the Atherton
Tableland is not cleared. We know, when
the railway to Atherton was being brought
forward, that the report did not leave in the
minds of the Opposition any doubts as to the
fertility of the soil.

The SrcreTarY FOR PuBLIC Laxps: Didn't
it? There is plenty of bad land there, too.

Mr. CORSER: Not in the scrub; and
there was very valuable timber on the land.
We heard of some trees being of a very high
value, and that one selector secured £300 for
one tree. That is the most valuable tree I
ever heard of there.

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps: We are
not promising any more for the trees on the
Palmerston area.

Mr. CORSER: However, the royalty is
so high that I do net know that the selector
got such a good thing out of it. The Min-
ister claims that the railway proposal is not
involved in this Bill.

The SeCRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: I did
not claim that. I said that this railway pro-
posal ought to be discussed when it is before
the House. It is not in this Bill.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister said, It is
not involved in this Bill.”” Those were his
words, and I wrote them down.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLIc LaNDS: Because
vou wrote them down, I said it. {Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: Yes; you will find that
that is correct. I claim that the railway pro-
posal is involved in this Bill, because we are
not going to open up land there if we are
not going to look ahead. We know that the

railway is involved if we open up

[5 p.m.] these lands. While I quite agree

that it is possible that these lands
may be better than they are claimed to be
by the Premier and others, we are sorry that
the evidence does not show it, and that the
experts of the department have not been able
to gather information which would enable
the Opposition to give a unanimous support
to the Bill without first having to drag infor-
mation from Ministers.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I have listened
very attentively to the criticism of the Oppo-
sition in reference to this motion for leave to
introduce a Bill with a view to opening up
the Palmerston lands. I claim with other
hon. members of the Public Works Commis-
sion to have gained a fairly wide experience
of Queensland during the last five years. We
have visited portions of Queensland, and
have had an opportunity of seeing how
people there lived. We have had an oppor-
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tunity of seeing the land on which they get
their livelihood. I have been over a great
part of the Commonwealth, and I have no
hesitation in saying that there is no richer
part in the whole of the Commonwealth than
the land from Innisfail to Tolga, which covers
a distance of 100 miles, While the opinion
of some witnesses may be contrary to the
decision arrived at by the Public Works
Commission, it is the duty of the Commission
to examine witnesses and try to get at the
truth, and we have done that. We journeyed
over a large extent of the jungle to Jordan
Creek, and in order to get further informa-
tion we went round by way of Cairns to
Millaa Millaa, so that we might have an
opportunity of seceing what the country was
like when it was clear of the jungle. We
were perfectly satisfied after we had seen
Millaa Millaa that the country we had passed
over, which was clothed with jungle. was
similar country to that around Millaa Millaa.
There is no doubt that the Country party
know wvery little indeed about the country
lands in Queensland. We were told at Millaa
Millaa that out of 400 selections there 398
had permanent water. How many places in
Queensland are there where you could survev
land into 160-acre blocks, and out of 400
blocks only have two without permanent
water? There are very few parts in the
civilised world, in my opinion, that are so
rich as the land we are now dealing with.
‘The Public Works Commission were quite
justified in the report which they brought in.
I have not heard an hon. member quote a
single word from the report, but they have
quoted from the evidence, We realise that
without the railways, and without the Go-
vernment doing something to create markets
for the products which would be raised on
that land, it would be no use opening it up.
Therefore, the Government are going in the
right direction in opening up one of the most
fertile tracts of land in Queensland, or in
the whole of the Commonwealth, and in out-
lining a scheme of settlement which is going
to be of benefit, not only to North Queens-
land but to the whole of the State. We hear
from time to time about the wonderful
success of the Italians in North Queensland.
The rcason why they are successful is
because they are in one of the most fertile
places on God’s earth. If they were in places
where the hon. member for Cunningham
comes from—where thev have a scanty rain-
fall and have to contend with the elements
all the time—they would not be so successful.
This is the place where settlement ought to
take place. Tt is a pity that, when settle-
ment first took place, it was not begun in
that portion of the State where Nature has
been so kind, where there is splendid soil and
a good rainfall, and where you are within
reach of tidal waters. The land at Millaa
Millaa attains an elevation of 2700 feet
above sea-level, and you have all kinds of
climate in that region, and can grow all
kinds of crops. It is a land such as is
deseribed by Prescott in his histories of
Mexico and Peru. It is one of the most
fertile parts of Queensland or of the Com-
monwealth. and the Government are doing
the right thing in introducing this measure.

Question put and passed.
The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Fon. W. McCormack, Cairns) presented the
Bill, and moved—

“That the Bill be now
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

read a first

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
DiscHARGE ofF ORDER FOR THIRD READING.

On the Order of the Day being called for
the 3rd reading of this Bill,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackey) said:
move—

“That this Order of the Day be dis-
charged from the paper, and the Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of recon-
sidering clauses 6 and 7.”

Question put and passed.

RECOMMITTAL,
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Clause 6— Amendment of
Provisions as to awards’—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): 1 move
the insertion, after the word ‘‘calling” in
line 48, page 2, of the words—

“in or in connection with any workshop,
factory, or warehouse.”
I propose to make further amendments in
this clause, which it will be remembered was
the subject of a good deal of discussion when
the Bill was in Committee. I proposed at
that time to amend the subclause I am now
referring to, but, owing to the fact that an
amendment which had been moved to delete
the whole of it had been defeated, it was
impossible for me to make then the altera-
tions which I desired. I then moved further
amendments with a view to achieving my
object. but on a full consideration of the
clause I have decided to recommit it, with
clause 7, with a view to altering it in such
a way as to do away with the necessity for
the amendments I made in Committee and
to express better the desires of the Govern-
ment. The clause as amended will read—
“ Section eight of the principal Act is
amended as follows:—
(z) After subsection (viii.) the follow-
ing subsection is inserted :—
(viiis.) Ordering that where an
award has fixed a starting time and
a ceasing time for employees engaged
in any calling in or in connection
with any workshop, factory, or ware-
house, it shall not be lawful for any
person to work at such calling out-
side of such fixed hours, subject,
however, to such exemption as the
court in such award may determine.”’

Tt was pointed out on the previous occasion
that the intention of this clause was to pre-
vent what is known as unfair trading. It
was held by some members of the Committee
that the clause was framed in such a way as
to prevent farmers and others from engaging
in necesary enterprises in the conduct of their
owp businesses. 1 pointed out on that

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]

section 8—
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occasion that that was not so, but, with a view
to allaying their fears on the matter, I made
certain additions to the subclause. It will be
seen thz}t tbe clause, as redrafted in the way
I have indicated, will dissipate all such fears
from the minds of hon. members, whilst at
the same time the purpose of the Government
will be achieved—that is, the prevention of
what is known as unfair competition,

Amendment (Mr. Smith) agreed to.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :

‘I‘ nOW move the insertion, after the word
hours” in line 50, page 2, of the words : —

“or to engage or be engaged outside
such hours in or in connection with the
production for sale of any articles ordin.
arily produced in such calling.”

fl‘hi.s carries out the purpose I have already
indicated, and the paragraph will then read—

*“ Ordering. that where an award has
fixed a starting time and a ceasing time
for_employeeg engaged in any calling in
or 1n connection with any workshop, fac-
tory or warehouse, it shali not be lawful
for any such person to work at such call-
mg outside of such fixed hours or to
engage or be engaged outside such hours
in or In connection with the production
for sale of any articles ordinarily pro-
duced in sach calling, sukject, however,
to such exemption as the court in such
award may determine.”’

Amendment (Mr. Smith) agreed to.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I move the omission of lines 53 to 55, inclu-
stve, on page 2, and lines 1 to 6, inclusive,
on page 8. The amendments already carried
do away with the necessity for that proviso.

Mr VOWLES (Daiby) : 1 just rise to point
out to the Minister the desirableness of cir-
culating such amendments as he is moving.
As a matter of fact, only one of two members
on this side have any knowledge of them. I
take it from his explanation that they merely
put the clause in a different phraseology, and,
so far as I can see, the clause as amended
will make provision for the exclusion of work
of any kind other than work in a workshop,
factory, or warehouse from the provisions as
to starting and ceasing time.

The SzcretarRY ¥or PusLic Worxks: That is
so, subject, however, to the provisions of the
Act generally.

Mr. VOWLES: If that is so, I think {here
can be no objection.

Amendment (Mr. Smith) agreed to.

Clause 6, as amended, put and passed.

Clau.se T—“ Amendment
Directions to be observed
boards’’—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
I move the omission, from line 20, page 3, of
the words, second paragraph of proviso,”
with a view to inserting ihe words, * first
proviso to paragraph.”’

Amendment (Mr. Smith) agreed to.

Clause 7, as amended, put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CuAIRMAN reported the Bill
further amendments.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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LIQUOR ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Clause 1—*“ Short title and construction of
4dct ’—put and passed.

Clause 2— Amendment of section Lh—
Billiard and bagatelle licenses.”

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 would like an
expression of opinion from the Home Secre-
tary as to whether it is possible to make
some «iscrimination in the regulations affect-
ing wine shops and hotel bars. I understand
that clause 2 deals with the regulation of
hours. We recognise that special regulations
can be made with regard to billiard or baga-
telle licenses, We know that wine shops also
sell fruit and other things. From my experi-
ence, the wine shops have been "growing
up like mushrooms during the last few years
in Queensland and have been appearing on
every street corner. I want to know if the
8 o’clock closing will' be applied to the wine
shops as well as hotels,

The HoME SECRETARY: Yes.

Mr. KXERR: I think we might reasonably
discriminate in the regulation of hours affect-
ing wine shops and hotel premises. From my
experience, the wine bars in Australia to-day
are becoming a menace. From the result of
my inquiries I am convinced that they have
become the rendezvous of harlots, where
appointments are made at various times,
When one enters a wine saloon he finds
small rooms enclosed, and the environment

is against the best principles of public
welfare.
The Howme SecreErarRY: This clause only

deals with billiard and bagatelle rooms.

Mr. KERR: It affects both licensed
victuallers’ premises and wine saloons.

The HowmE SECRETARY : Having billiard or
bagatelle licenses.

Mr. KERR: Yes, and also with regard to
the hours preseribed. These wine saloons are
an incentive in a certain direction to a
certain class of people.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I do not want
to prevent the hon. gentleman from raising
the question in which he is interested, but I
think it can be dealt with on clause 6. I
would like to point out to him that he cannot
continue unless he indicates that he is going
to move an amendment, and even then I do
not think such an amendment will be in
order.

The Howme SECRETARY: This clause deals
with billiard and bagatelle licenses.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not wish
to deprive the hon. member for Enoggera
of the opportunity of discussing the matter
in which he is interested.

Mr. KERR: I quite understand that. In
Committee sometimes an explanation from
the Minister in charge of the Bill saves a
good deal of trouble, and I am asking for
that information.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon., gentleman
will be quite in order in asking for the
information.

Mr. KERR: I am asking the Home Secre-
tary whether some discrimination cannot be
made in the regulations affecting the hours
in connection with wine shops and hotel
premises where they both have billiard-rooms.
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The wine shops are becoming a menace and
the rendezvous of people of undesirable
character. They are being utilised for that
purpose in all parts of Australia. They
cloak a good deal of wrongdoing in this city.
I think the Home Secretary would be well
advised to agree with my suggestion.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): There is one point
I would like the Home Secretary to clear up.
This clause says that the persons who are to
be protected are those who go to the rooms
for the purpose of playing billiards or baga-
telle. If I had no intention of playing and
I went with a friend to watch him playing,
according to the reading of this clause I
would be unlawfully on licensed premises.

The Home SecRETARY: No. You are there
to take part in a game later on. You are
awaiting your turn.

Mr. VOWLES: But supposing I have no
intention of playing—that I am a non-player
and I merely go to watch my friend play—I
could, strictly speaking, be prosecuted for
being unlawfully in that licensed billiard-
room which is attached to the hotel premises.

The Howme SecRETARY: The Act will be
reasonably administered.

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it would be
stretching the law; but still I have seen the
taw stretched on many matters and on many
occasions. When the Liquor Act of 1912 first
came into force there was a great desire on
the part of country policemen to make
things as uncomfortable as they could for
the public. I remember an instance of a
man coming in 17 miles on a pumper for the
purpose of going to the hospital to see his
wife. He was not allowed to go to the hotel
for the purpose of having his dinner because,
according to the reading of the law by the
policeman, he would be unlawfully on licensed
premises. There was another case where a
man kept his racehorse in a stall on licensed
premises. He had to feed that horse every
morning, and for that purpose he had to go
into the hotel yard. He was stopped by the
policeman and told that he could not go in
and feed his horse because he would be unlaw-
fully on licensed premises. 1 remember a
case in which 1 was personally interested,
where I helped a friend to push a vehicle
into a hotel yard opposite a blacksmith’s
premises. The policeman came along and
ordered the blacksmith off the premises
because it was Sunday afternoon. Some-
times you will find policemen who will come
into a billiard-room and make the public
carry out the strict letter of the law. I would
like, for the benefit of the future, to let the
public know that, if a man is not going to
play billiards and only goes for the purposc
of watching the game or being with a friend
and watchimg him play, and 1s there for no
other purpose, he will not come within the
pale of the law and will not be liable to
prosecution.

Clause 2 put and passed.

Clause 3—“Amendment of section 58—Fees
payable for yearly licenses”’—put and passed.

Clause . 4—“ Amendment of section 81—
Hours of sale of liquor.”

Hown. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): This
clause deals with one of the main features
of the Bill—the fixation of the hours of trad-
ing between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. I think that
this is the time to test the Committee as to
whether or not the hours of trading should
be the same as in connection with other busi-
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nesses. 1 am taking full responsibility for
my ownl utterances in connection with this
clause. I think that now is the time to test
the feeling of the Committee with regard to
6 o'clock closing. 1 would like, first of all,
to have an expression of opinion from the
Home Secretary as to whether the Govern-
ment are prepared voluntarily to insert 6
o’clock p.m. in this Bill instead of 8 o’clock
p.m. as the closing time.

The HoME SecreTary: What starting time
does the hon. gentleman suggest ?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I take it that the
hours of trading will be between 8 a.m. and

p.m. I cannot see why there should be any
objection to that.

Mr. Hynes: Those are not the hours you
can be served at the refreshment rooms.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: There are other
things which may be said; but, if an amend-
ment to close at 6 o’clock was carried, that

hour should apply to clubs just as much as
to hotels.

The HoMr SECRETARY : Whatever hours are
fixed for hotels will apply to clubs.

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES: I agree with the
Minister that clubs should be put on the same
footing as hotels. Protection to clubs, so far
as getting drink is concerned, is very much
greater than to hotels. Therefore, if you are
going to have an amendment, it should apply
to clubs as well as to hotels in common fair-
ness to the people who pay license fees. I

would like to ask the Minister if
[5.30 p.m.] he is prepared to accept an

amendment, or move an amend-
ment, in the direction of making the trading
hours from 8 o’clock in the morning till &
o’clock at night?

The HOME: SECRETARY: No. In my
second reading speech I indicated that the
question of hours was a most important one.
1 also recognise that it is a very important
step in regard to legislation to interfere with
what a man eats or drinks. No legislation is
resented more quickly than legislation of that
description. Legislation to be effective must
have at least the moral support of a fairly
large section of the community, and reform,
to be of a permanent nature, must be carried
out by an evolutionary process. Thé 8 to 8
closing and opening hours contained in_ the
Bill will meet with more moral support from
the general community than the hours sug-
gested by the hon. member for Wynnum.
have approached the question from every
viewpoint. I have also had the assistance of
every enthusiast throughout Queensland ; and
they have besieged me by wire, letter, and
personal interview to give effect to the hours
their particular bent suggests. Personally, I
believe that, with the stringent regulations
contained in the Liquor Act of this State, the
department is proceeding on the right lines
in progressing step by step and fixing the
closing hour at 8 p.m. I believe it will be a
reform, not merely registered on paper, but
one that I, as head of the department for the
time being, can approach the administrative
head with a degree of confidence. believing
that T am putting forward something which
will get the support of the better class mem-
bers of the community.

Mr. (. P. Barxzs: Why not submit 6
o’clock closing to the people?
The HOME SECRETARY : Why submit &

o'clock closing to any man? We are sent

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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here by the people to legislate and adminis-
trate for the mass of the people.

Mr. ErpHiNsTONE: That is not what you
and your party said when the Popular Initia-
t}lIve and Referendum Bill was before the

ouse.

The HOME SECRETARY: The people
will have a very important matter in connec-
tion with the liquor problem upon which to
give their verdict in a month or two. There-
fore, I do not feel disposed to accept the sug-
gestion that I should move the amendment
suggested, nor can I accept it if moved by
the hon. member for Wynnum.

Mr. EvpHiNsTONE: Neither will the licensed
victuallers agree to it. They are the bosses
of the situation.

Mr. VOWLES (Daldby): The amendment
we are dealing with now alters the hours for
the sale of liquor from 6 o’clock in the morn-
ing till 11 o’clock at night to 8 o’clock in the
morning till 8 o’clock in the evening, or for
twelve heours. I do not know who was
responsible for the suggestion that the hours
should be from 8 o’clock to 8 o’clock.

Mr. Corser: The Emu Park Convention.

Mr. VOWLES: I understand that that is
so, but I want to know what persons were
behind the suggestion, and whether they took
into consideration the interests of the country
as well as those of the city? I have had re-
quests from many persons, more particularly
travellers in the country, to make the twelve
hours” service from 9 o’clock to 9 o’clock.
Reform should not be for the benefit of the
trade or of any section of the people. The
people we should take into consideration are
those to whom legislation was directed in the
first place. Those are the travelling public.
From my experience, if 8 o’clock is suitable
for the city, 9 o’clock is more suited for the
country. Just look at it from the point of
light and time. There is a difference of 15
degrees of longitude between Brisbane and
Camooweal—a matter of 60 minutes of day-
light. I do not say that work ceases any
earlier in the West, but you must recognise
they are on that time. The heat of the sun
in the western parts of Queensland does not
diminish as rapidly as here. 1 have known
it to be 100 degrees at 9 o’clock at night and
97 degrees at T o’clock in the morning.

Mr. HarTLEY : I have known it to be 116
degrees at 12 o’clock at night. (Laughter.)

Mr VOWLES: I would like to bring
before the Home Secretary the different con-
ditions which obtain in Queensland as com-
pared with Now South Wales, the adjoining
State, so far as the liquor laws are concerned.
There is one argument which should appeal
to many members sitting on the Government
side representing constituencies in the West,
and that is that in most western towns a
large number of persons have their perma-
nent homes in hotels. I speak of single men,
public servants, and married people. Many
married people have to live in hotels because
they cannot get houses. Should not the Go-
vernment, when they are amending the Act,
take into consideration the interests of those
persons and their comfort? Why should a
man whose home, through force of circum-
stances, is in an hotel be placed in a different
position as regards his habits and require-
ments than the man who is living in his
private residence? TUnder section 81 of the
Liguor Act of 1912, which is being continued
in this Bill with the consequential alteration

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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as to hours, no person to-day living in an

hotel is entitled to have a drink of his own

private liquor in his own private room during
certain Lours, because that Act prohibits
him from consuming liquor on licensed
premises.

The Premier: That is another difficulty
which cannot be overcome.

Mr. VOWLES: You are going to place
restrictions on those men who have to travel
in the hot western sun in the summer time,
and refuse to extend to them, when they
return to their hotel in the evening, those
liberties which they would have if they lived
in private dwellings. In New South Wales,
although there is a provision as to 6 o’clock
closing, there are certain provisions entitling
men who live in hotels to have a drink.

The Hour SECRETARY : It defeats the object
of the Act every time.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not see how it does,
and I have been there many a time.
(Laughter.) The law should be enforced. I
know it is honoured in the breach and taken
advantage of so that those persons who are
not entitled to liquor receive it; but, if the
police look after their duties, they will see
that it is not taken advantage of.

The PreMIER: Have you had a drink after
6 o’clock in New South Wales?

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, and so has the hon.
gentleman, (Laughter.) In New South Wales
provision is made for the bona fide traveller.
In Queensland we have nothing like that. In
New South Wales after 6 o’clock a man, if
he has travelled 10 miles, is entitled to take
reasonable refreshment. A man in the city
area has to travel, I think, 25 miles before
he has that privilege. We had similar pro-
visions under the previous Act, but they have
been taken away. What I object to iz that
we are gradually taking away from the
individual his liberty and rights.

Mr. Corrins: You might as well say that
we take away the liberties of the burglar.

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a question o pre-
venting robbery. The next crusade will be
against smoking, and we shall have such
crusades going on continually. If the Mitister
is prepared to accept an amendment making
special provision for districts outside the city,
of course, presumably Brisbane

The Houe SECRETARY : Where are you going
to draw the line?

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it is a very
hard thing to decide. I thought first of all
that it might be done by giving certain
licensing areas; but when I started to look
into those licensing areas, I realised that it
was impossible. I found, for instance, that
Townsville included a lot of hinterland which
would not be suitable. The same thing
applied to Rockhampton; even Banana would
be included. With Brishane, Sandgate would
possibly be included, and Belmont.

The Howme SeCRETARY: I think Belmont
would be excluded.
Hon. J. G. AprrEL: Where is Belmont?

(Laughter.)
Mr. VOWLES: I thought, first of al!, it

should be done in connection with the licensing
areas, and it occurred to me that it mighi be
possible by taking advantage of the provisions
which arc contained in another portion of the
1912 Act whereby persons and electors in the
local option area have the power to call for
polls for local option or otherwise.
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Seeing that it iz generally recognised that
the request for this 8 o’clock to 8 o’clock
closing came from the city and from the
forces which are centred in the liquor traffic,
it occurred to me that it would be an accept-
able and a reasonable thing to move an
amendment by inserting after the words pro-
poscd to be added, ““in the licensing district
of Brisbane,” and to add the words *“ between
the hours of 8 o’clock in the morning and
9 o’clock at night in any other licensing area.”
That would shift the responsibility on to those
who we understand are responsible for this
twelve hours’ day by agrcement or in some
form or other.

The PreMier: You are under a misappre-
hension.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not quite understand
that. It would, at any rate, shift the respon-
sibility by making them abide by the terms
which we understand they are agreeable to,
and would make provision for the persons
outside the city whereby their rights would be
preserved.

The PREMIER interjected.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know what took
place, but if it is a question of the trade
being satisfied, I am not concerned about the
trade—that is only a secondary consideration
—I am concerned about the persons ‘who
utilise hotels. Before I was married, I lived
in hotels for a good many years as a per-
manent boarder, and I have friends who for
twenty vears have made hotels their homes.
They should be entitled in their hotels, which
they are compelled to occupy for the time,
to have the same privileges as I have in my
home. We should not allow sentiment or any
other reason to interfere-with our liberty as
we are doing now. I like to be consistent.
I have always taken up an attitude, so far as
the liquor trade i§ concerned, which is Lased
on personal experience. If many people who
go around talking about the evils of hotels
lived in them as I have done, possibly iheir
conclusions might be different to what they
are to-day. There are hotels and hotels.
{Heay, hear!) There are certain reforms
required in the Liquor Act, and those reforms
are required in connection with the adminis.
tration. When vou hear these woful tales
about bad liquor, about murders, and fights,
the Department should send an inspector to
test the quality of the liquor supplied by the
hotels where these things occur. The hotels
would then, possibly, have a better name than
they have to-day.” I commend the amend-
ment [ have suggested to the Home Secretary
and would like to know whether there is ans;
prospect of its being accepted, and a diffor.
entiation made between the town and the
country. If so, I will move it; if not, I will
not waste further time,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): The hon. member for
Dalby confessed the difficulties which he
encountered when he endeavoured to give
effect to what he proposes. The licensing
district of Brisbane runs right up to Nam-
bour. Take any licensing area you like, and
vou have similar difficulties. I have
approached the matter from every viewpoint,
and at first I tried to differentiate becween
towns and cities. I discovered that a city
had a shire within a stone’s throw of it, so
that, if 8 o’clock closing was in force in the
city, if a person walked a mile, he would be
in another licensing area. I came to the
conclusion that, if the Bill was going to aitain

{15 AveusT.]
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its object, it would be impossible to have
these differentiated hours fixed for certain
areas.

Mr. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba): I take
it that the Home Secretary is not going to
accept the suggestion of the hon. member for
Dalby, and T certainly think he is wise. 1
recognise the difficulties in controlling the
trade in this direction, The Bill is certainly
a long way from what I should like to see
it, but I welcome it. and I wish it had been
introduced long ago. Personally I stand for
the people themselves deciding whether they
will continue the hotel traffic and the sale of
wine and spirituous liguors, and I hold that
they should have the right to say just what
the control is to be. We used to hear a lot
about 6-o’clock closing, and also something
from the Government as to what they would
do in a certain direction. They certainly
have not kept faith in this regard. With
respect to the question of shorter hours, we
know that in New South Wales during the
war they limited the hours of sale from 6 till
6. Later on those hours were made per-
manent, and there has been no demand for
increasing the hours of sale. In Victoria
they commenced by limiting the hours from
§ in the morning till 9.30 at night, but so
successful was the shortening of the hours
that thev have followed the example of New
South Wales and fixed the hours of sale
from 8 till 6.

The Howr SecreTArY: It shows the value
of evolutionary thought.

My. ROBERTS : Sceing that the result has
been so satisfactory in Vietoria, I think the
Government here might have followed their
example.

The HoMz SECRETARY: So we have.

Mr. ROBERTS: No: they have limited
the hours of sale from 8 $ill 6. Hon. mem-
bers opposite tell us at times that they are
prepared to follow the example of other
States where things have worked satisfac-
torily. Victoria has shown that it is to the
interests of that State to shorten the hours of
trade so fac as the liquor traffic is concerned,
and why do they not follow that example?
1 assume that the Government will keep to
the decision arrived at at the Hmu Park
Convention, but, if any amendment is moved
fixing the closing hour at 6 o’clock, T am cer-
tainly prepared to support it. In this connec-
tion 1 would like to support the remarks of
the hon. member for Enoggera in regard to
the wine business There should be a lessen-
ing of the hours in that particular trade as
well.  We have to recognise that it is not
altogether what is happening in Queensland.
The evil is only commencing in Queensland
so far as wine selling is concerned. but we
have heard of the evils in New South Wales.

The PreviER : You cannot get an additional
wine license without a ballot.

Mr ROBERTS: I want a lessening of the
hours of trading. If there is any argument
for closing the hotels—and there are quite 2
number of arguments for reducing the hours
in connection with hotels—then there are
many more arguments for reducing the hours
so far as wine selling is concerned. T would
like to see the Committee fix the hours for
wine shops from 10 o’clock in the morning
to not later than 6 o’clock at night—earlier
if you like. I do not think there can be any
argument in favour of wine shops being
allowed to sell wine after 6 o’clock in the
evening.

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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Honx. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): The
hon. member for East Toowoomba touched on
a very important matter when he made refer-
ence to the closing of wine shops at a certain
hour. I am convinced that, if the Home
Secretary makes inquiry, he will find there
are more women who are going down as a
result of the wine shops in Brisbane—I can-
not speak of Queensland generally, because
I know nothing of the wine shops outside of
Brisbane—than are going down as the result
of drinking in hotels. I am prepared to
admit, as every man must admit who has
travelled, that there are hotels and hotels,
just as there are other businesses, some of
which are run well and some which are
not run well. There are some hotels which
are run in a way which is a credit to the
people who have to do with them. We all
know them.

. Mr. Harrrey: You can get just as drunk
in such a hotel as in any other.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I quite admit that
you can get drunk in any hotel, and, as I
indicated when I spoke previously, my view
is we should put into this measure an oppor-
tunity to vote for 6 o’clock. I want tc say
to the hon. member for Fitzroy that, if he
will propose an amendment to close the hotels
at 6 o'clock I shall be very pleased to sup-
port it.

Mr. HaRTLEY: 1 won't.

. Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
is not game, because he knows that an
arrangement has been made fixing 8 o’clock
a: the closing time.

Mr. Hartrey: You move from 10.55 till
6 o’clock in the morning, and I wiil support
you.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: When an hon.
member makes a suggestion to fix the hours
from 10.55 till 6 o’clock in the morning, you
will at once see that there is no business in
the offer. The hon. member knows as well
as I do that any action he may take for
early closing has been nipped in the bud by
the majority on his side. He knows that,
and he is going to bury his temperance prin-
ciples to-night simply because of that. He
is not game to come out.

The PreMIER: Will you move for 6 e’clock
on that side ?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: What.is the good
of the Premier asking us to move amend-
ments when we know that an arrangement
has been come to, and that we shall be

defeated? Hon. members opposite are not
allowed to vote according to their con-
sciences. I have no hesitation in saying

where I am in connection with this business.
I will vote for prohibition; but, as we are
dealing with this Bill. we have a right to put
the winesellers on exacitly the same footing
as other trading people.

YThe SECRETARY FOR DPuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why not refreshment-rooms, too?

Ho~n. W. H. BARNES: Let us show how
carnest we are by starting at Parliament
House. When I say that, I do not want the
public outside to think that Parliament is a
place where there is a lot of drinking, So
lar as I know, there is not. I wish to be
candid in that regard; but, if we believe
in 6-o’clock closing, let Parliament House
set the example. Hon. members on the other
side are afraid to get up and move an amend-
ment in the direction of 6-0’clock closing

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

because an arrangement has been made.
What earthly use is there in hon. members
on this side moving an amendment when hon.
members opposite apparently are going to
sink their convictions in this regard?

Mr. Corrins: Test your own party.

How. W. H. BARNES: I was very glad
to hear the Home Secretary say that, in view
of the conflicting opinions with regard to the
country and the city, he was going to adhere
to the Bill. 1 prefer supporting the Bill
even as it i3, as being half a loaf, rather than
do anything which will go in the direction of
killing the Bill. I recognise that, when the
Minister says he is going to be absolutely
firm in regard to 8 o’clock, that 8 o’clock is
going to be the hour fixed upon by the.Com»
mittee. That being so, I for one will do
nothing in the way of moving an amendment
which might play into the hands of these who
might wani 9 o’clock.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I appreciate the
statement by the Minister of his desire for
reform in our liquor laws, and for the more
stringent administration of the law in order
to bring about the desired reform. 1 am

not one who believes in going to

[7 pm.] extremes in any way, and I think

that by a measure of compromise
we might arrive at a very happy conclusion
in regard to the administration of our liquor
laws. Representing a country constituency,
T desire to do the fair thing in regard to
those areas. We must realise that a great
many residents in country districts live out-
side the township areas and far from any
centre. They may come in once or twice a
week, and they do not get in from their
‘work till half-past 7 or 8 o’clock in the
evening. Under this measure, they will be
deprived of the opportunity of getting any
refreshments. Whilst there may be people
in the city areas who claim that the best
thing is to have the hours of trading in
hotels from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., I look at
the matter from the country point of view.
f would like the Minister, if it is possible,
tc arrange that the hours shall be from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., or at least to make 1t
possible to keep open till 9 p.m. 1 make
the suggestion in the interests of the country
dwellers, In country places the trains often
arrive late at their destination, and the only
places where one can get boarding accom-
modation are the public houses; and it is
only possible for the hotels to provide that
accommodation, and make it pay, under the
present conditions with regard to licenses.
Then there are occupations carried on 1n
country districts, such as droving and other
work, which necessitate business being done
in the towns in the evening. Without wish-
ing to extend the hours at all, I think that
it would be a good proposition to make them
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Even 10 a.m. to 9 p.m,
which is a still further reduction of hours,
would be more convenient to country dwellers
than 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. There has been some
suggestion in favour of 6 o’clock closing, and
some suggestion in favour of total abolition
by those who favour it. I do not advocate
prohibition, but I certainly welcome any
reform suggested by practical experience.
think that the fixing of the closing hour at
6 o’clock might bring about quite an amount
of trouble. There may be advantages in
earlier closing, but let us take advantage of
the reform now offered. If there is any-
thing in the idea of the desirableness of
taking away dangers, the fixing of the



Liquor Acts Amendment Bill.

closing hour at 9 o’clock will remove that
temptation, and there will be no necessity
for a man to wait about after his work till
the hotels close. On the other hand, fixing
the opening hour at 9 o’clock in the morn-
ing will remove the temptation to a man
who may be tempted to have a drink
before he goes to work. Some mention has
been made of the desirableness of closing
wine shops earlier than hotels. From my
point of view that is going to extremes.
Possibly wine shope may-lead to temptations
that the hotels do not offer; but, if they
closed at 6 o’clock and the hotels were open
until 8 o’clock, women might do worse by
getting whisky at hotels instead of wine at
wine shops.

Mr. CosTELLo: They could get wine at the
hotels.

Mr. CORSER: They could, but they could
not get whisky at the wine shops; and there
would be a temptation for them to get it at
the hotels.

Mr. CoLuins: There is temptation in the
wine shops.

Mr. CORSER: There is temptation in
Parliament House.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member must not reflect on
(Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: There is temptation in an
eating-house to eat too much. My experience
does not tell me whether there is temptation
in wine shops, and, although it might be
said that a person with no experience of a
matter should not speak upon it, it seems
to me that, if you close the wine shops
earlier than the hotels, there might be a
temptation for people to go to the hotels.
At any rate, wine shops do not affect the
country, because we have none of them.
There are also very few hotels in country
districts, and those we have are scattered
over a large area. The Minister cannot at
present see how it is possible to fix the hours
at 9 o'clock in the morning to 9 o’clock at
night in our country districts, but the country
people think that it should be attempted. 1
told them that it would be difficult, but they
said the Government could do anything—
they could, by introducing a proxy voting
system, for instance, give themselves a
majority in the House when they only had
a minovity. I do not wish to wreck the Bill,
because I think it contains some measure of
reform,

The hon.
Parliament.

Most_of us will agree that, if we can
bring about reform gradually, we are accom-
rlishing what most people desire, whilst
we still might have extremists on both sides.
If the Miaister can give some facilities
to the country people in the direction in
which I.have indicated, I hope that he will
at a later hour use that discretion which he
desires to exercise in connection with this
Bill, and grant the facilities in that direction.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera)
now dealing with is the principal one con-
tained in this Bill. . The Government claim
that this Bill is one step in the direction of
reform. It has taken this Government, irre-
spective ,of what 1s contained in their plat-
form,
example set in the other States of Australia.
In New South Wales, on 17th February,
1916, there was a proclamation issued under
the War Precautions Act dealing with mili-
tary camps. There was a vote taken in that

: The clause we are

[15 August.]
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year under the Liquor Reform Act as to
what hour between 6 o’clock and 11 o’clock
should be the closing hour of licensed
premises. The big majority voted for
6 o’clock closing, and that came into force
on 2lst July, 1916—six years before this
Government have attempted in any way to
reform the liquor trade in Queensland.

The HoMe Sccrrrary: No. In 1921 we
allowed the people one of the broadest polls
possible.

Mr. KERR: Not in regard to closing
hours. The poll that was given by the
Government meant nothing. The people
could either vote for prohibition, - boot-
legging” from across the border, State con-
trol, or continuance; but they have not had
the opportunity of voting on the question of

hours. The Government call this Bill one of
reform.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will not discuss -the Bill

generally.

Mr. KERR: I am not discussing the Bill
generally; I am discussing this clause, which
deals with the hours of closing. It is quite
right that I should point out the defects of
the Government in connection with this
matter. I want to quote Victoria to show
that Queensland is very far behind. There
was an Act passed on 6th July, 1915, in
Victoria restricting the hours of trade be-
tween 9 a.m. and 9.30 p.m., and on 25th
October, 1915, 6 o’clock closing came into
force in that State, and has been in force
ever since, and I think was confirmed by an
Act in 1919. Here we have Labour reformers
to-day bringing in 8 o’clock closing when they
have 6 o’clock closing in practically every
other State in Australia, and have had it for
the last five, six, ov seven years.

The HoME SECRETARY :
6 o'clock closing ?

Mr. KERR:
about that.

The HoME SECRETARY : I want to know.

Mr. KERR: The stand I take is that the
people should be able to decide whether there
should be 6 o’clock closing or not.

Mr. HyNES: Where is your leader’s amend-
ment for 6 o’clock closing?

Mr. KERR: My position is very definite.
I say that the people should have an oppor-
tunity of saying whether there shall be
6 o’clock closing or not. The Labour party
are dominated by the liquor interests, and
they cannot bring forward 6 o’clock closing.

Mr. HynNes: You are sitting on the fence.
The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. KERR: I am not. I say that an
agreement was reached with the liquor
interests of Queensiand. I am hitting right
out from the shoulder, and I am correct in
regard to this clause.

Mr. CarTER: You kngw that is not true.

Mr. KERR: This Government have been
bought up neck and crop in connection with
this matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is not justified in saying that this
Government have been bought up, and I ask
him to withdraw that statement.

Mr. KERR: In obedience to your order,
Mr. Kirwan, I will withdraw that exact

My, Kerr.]

Do you stand for

I have not said anything
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statement, and say that the people of Queens-
land in this connection have been sold.

The HoME SECRETARY: In what way?

Mr. KERR: They have been sold out of
their right to exercise a vote as to whether
6 o’clock closing is desired or not. That is
where the Government stand to-day. They
have sold the rights of the people in this
connection. Let us have a look in connection
with this question of the closing hours in this
Bill to the replies made by members of the
Government party to certain questions sub-
mitted by the Prohibition League, and see
swwhere some of these gentlemen stand on this
question. Can they stand up in this House
now for the principles that they professed to
believe in? I am going to move an amend-
ment directly to put these gentlemen exactly
where they should stand, judging by the
replies they gave when they were before the
electors.
Mr. Hyses: Tell us where you stand.

Mr. KERR: 1 stand to give the people the
option of saying whether the hours shall be
6 o’clock or 8 o’clock.

Mr. HynNes: You are standing on a fence.

Mr. KERR: There is no fence there. I
would like to see where the hon. member for
Fitzroy and other members of his party stand
now.

Mr. HixNes: They will tell you where they
stand.

Mr. XERR: Let us have a look at the
position of a prominent member of the Pro-
hibition ILeague—the hon. member for
Bremer, Mr. Frank Cooper.

The HoME SECRETARY : What has that to do
with the question?

Mr. KERR : It has everything to do with
the question, and I have a right to discuss
this matter.

Mr. Hyxes: You should state where you
stand.
Mr. KERR: The ‘¢ Prohibitionist” pub-
lished this statement—
“ Mr. Frank Cooper is a member of the
BState Council of the Prohibition League,
and a consistent friend of prohibition.”
Where now are his principles, and the plat-
form he has to work under? He is dodging
this particular question, and is sacrificing
the interests of his people and the Labour
party. What for? For the simple purpose
of carrying out the dictates of the liquor
trade of Quecnsland. Let us have a Jook at
the positior of the Labour member for
Bulimba, Mr. Wright—
¢ Mr. Wright is a well-known prohibi-
tion worker in his district.”
Why does he not work in Parliament, where

he can do some good by attempting to carry
those principles into effect?

QprrosITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: Let us have a look at another
member of the Government party, the hon.
member for Bundaberg, Mr. George Barber—

¢ My, George Barber is an enthusiastic
supporter of the league at all times. IHe
did yeoman service during the 1920 cam-
paign.”

Mr, HByxes: What are you quoting from?
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Mr. KERR: I am quoting from letters
from the hon. gentlemen on this question,
published in the Queensland ‘ Prohibi-
tionist.”” Let me go a little further—

“Mr. Harold Hartley answers every
question satisfactorily. He is a keen sup-
porter of the league, and has rendered
good service in his party and in Parlia-
ment.”

“Mr. D. Gledson has always supported
the league in its efforts for advanced
legislation.”

Let us go a little further, and have a look at
the Secretary for Public Works, the Hon. W.
Forgan Smith, and see what he says—

‘“It is contrary to practice for indi-
vidual members of Cabinet to make any
promises in respect to matters of vital
mmportance, other than those outlined in
the Premier’s policy speech.

“ It is only fair to add, though, that
Mr. Forgan Smith’s speech at the Labour
Convention helped considerably in saving
the October poll.”

What does that indicate? That his speech
at the Emu Park Convention overrides Par-
liament.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! I
would like to point out that the hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing prohibition
on this question of hours. The question is
whether the hours shall be from 8 to &
o’clock. 'The hon. gentleman is quite in
order in discussing any hours, but not prohi-
bition.

Mr. KERR: T will not indicate at this
moment the information before the electors
as expressed by the Labour Convention, but
I am discussing the question of hours, and
pointing out that Queensland in the matter
of liquor reform is behind every other State
in Australia as regards hours.

Mr. Hyxes: What hours do you suggest?

Mr. KERR: I have stated my position. I
quoted the opinion of these gentlemen; and
now what is their stand in Parliament, where
they can possibly carry out these things?
They have not yet stood up and said where
they stand. It 1s an error to say that this is
a step in a certain direction. It is more
than a step.

I do not wish to quote the hon. member for
Queenton, Mr. Winstanley. The hon. gentle-
man gives lectures to the Young Men’s
Christian Association on prohibition and
other questions. When he has a chance of
voting on this gquestion, will he vote? No,
not he; he is not game to stand up and
speak on this question. Liquor reform is
not a party question, and the interests of
party could well be sacrificed in the interests
of the community Instead, we find the party
opposite standing shoulder to shoulder for the
liquor interests. There i1s no question of
party contained in this amendment for a
reduction of hours.

Mr WinsTANLEY : Where do rou stand?

_ Mr. Hyxes: You are all ¢ fifty-fifty ” on
1t.

Mr. KERR: I have told the hon. member
opposite exactly where I stand. If they want
6 o’clock closing and to follow in the footsteps
of the other States, who have had it for five
or six years, they will have the opportunity
of placing it before the people, and they will
have to trust the people in preference to sub-
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mitting to dictation from other interests. T
say that Parliament is coming down
desperately low.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to point out to the hon. gentleman that,
according to ‘“ May’s Parliamentary Prac-
tice,”” any reflection on Parliament is most
unwarranted; I would also point out that
he cannot reflect on Parliament without
reflecting on himself. (Laughter.)

Mr KERR: When I mentioned Parlia-
ment I meant the Labour Administration.
(Laughter.) I used the word incorrectly, and
now substitute the words ‘ Labour Adminis-
tration.”

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in making that statement, and
I ask him to withdraw that, too.

Mr. KERR: In deference to your wishes,
Mr. Kirwan, I will withdraw the words
“ Labour Administration,”” and substitute the
words ‘‘ Labour party.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. wem-
ber will not be allowed to show disrespect
to the Chair in that manner. If he attempts
to do it again, I will deal with him.

Mr. KERR: Naturally, I must obey you,
and I do it with a great deal of pleasure.
(Laughter.) I have dealt with the question,
and 1 think I have shown exactly where the
Government stand.

Mr. HyNES: What hours do you suggest?

Mr. KERR: You will have the oppor-
tunity directly of showing where you stand.
I want to deal with a part of liquor reform,
and specifically deal with wine bars. Wine
bars have only recently been established in
this city, but in a few years it will be
necessary to bring in some reform.

The SECRETARY FOR IPUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
How do you know anything about them?

Mr. KERR: I do not go about the world
with my eyes closed. Perhaps the Minister
does not see these things. I have seen women
coming out of bars in the main street of
Brisbane in an intoxicated condition—not
out of hotels, but out of wine bars. In a
couple of years this will require some reform,
and it is better to tackle the question now.
1t is undoubtedly within the kunowledge of
most thinking people that these wine bars
are frequented by undesirable people. They
are easy of access, and the environments are
suitable and everything is against these bars
remaining cpen after 6 p.m. What might
apply to hotels does not apply to these wine
bars. The argument of the working man’s
beer 1s very often used in connection with
hotels, and about the working man not being
able to get a drink after 6 o’clock. Kven
if that argument is sound, it does not apply
to wine bars. There is no occasion for wine
bars to be open after 6 o’clock in the even-
ing, which is the usual trading hour. 1 am
going to move an amendment in regard to
wine bars. It is something which is just
coming into our midst, although it is not
as bad as In other parts of the Common-
wealth.  On the Continent they have wide
open windows with seats and tablesn under
the awnings, where people sit and drink
wine; but we have in our city wine saloons
which have easy chairs, couches, and all
sorts of things.

Mr. HyxEs: You must have been there.

Mr. KERR: I may be giving hon. mem-
bers information, and perhaps they will
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accept my amendment. The position is quite
clear in this connection. These things are
starting to creep in, and we shall require
liquor reform in connection with wine bars
at a very early date. In Queensland we
Lave been fortunate in regard to our wine
bars, but in New South Wales and Victoria—
I do not like to mention the Gun Alley
tragedy, but the details of that are very
applicable to wine bars.

Mr. Coirins: All controlled by Tory
(tovernments,
Mr. KERR: I ask the Labour Govern-

ment now to have these wine bars closed at
6 o’clock. The chance is here. I am mnot
going to say anything more about the matter,
but I appeal to those hon. members I have
mentioned who are staunch advocates of
prohibition—who go the whole hog, as it
were—not to go step by step in this way—
which is only a cloak, but to support the
amendment. Let us see that this is done
now. It is not hotels we ave dealing with.
It is purely a question of drinking wine.
In many cases a man and woman together
would never dream of going into an hotel
but they think nothing of going into a wine
bar. Many women alone would never think
of going into an hotel, but some of them go
into a wine saloon and become intoxicated.
They can go in and buy fruit in some of
these places, and at the same time have two
or three glasses of wine. The facilities that
are being provided in that regard can very
well be done away with now that we have
this matter before Parliament. To meet
the position I move the addition, after line
32, page 2, clause 4, of the following sub-
clause : —
“ Providing that the trading hours for
wine shops shall be between 8 a.m., and
6 p.m. for the sale of wine.”
Those are the usual trading hours of other
businesses. There is no question of the
working man’s beer; it is purely a question
of selling wine, and every member of the
House can very well support the amendment

Mr. BRUCE (HKennedy): When the Home
Secretary introduced this Bill the leader of
the United party stated that he would later
on move an amendment providing that the
hours of sale be from 8 a.m. till 6 p.m. It
is a strange coincidence that the leader of
the United party is not here to-night, and
that that amendment has not been moved.
I am going to read an extract from the
Townsville “ Bulletin,” which will probably
explain the absencc of the leader of the
United party, as well as the fact that this
amendment has not been moved. The
Townsville ¢ Bulletin” says—

“ A meeting of the Northern Divisional
Council of the United psrty was held on
I'riday evening last, when matters aris-
ing out of the recent polls were fully
reviewed. Business dealing with the
holding of the annual conference was
dealt with, and discussion on the future
lines to be taken by the organisation was
fully considered. In reviewing the recent
legislation before Parliament, the council
resolved that it was not in accord with
the amendment moved by the leader of
the party to alter the proposed Liquor
Bill, which provides that the hours of
trading be 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., by the
substitution of the hours 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
it being held by the council that the plat-
form of the party or the manifesto of

Mr. Bruce.]
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the leader at the recent election did not
provide for such, and that, moreover, in
the opinion of the council, the most suit-
able hours in which trading was to be
confined, so far as North Queensland was
concerned, at all events, would be
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.
It was accordingly resolved that the
following wire be sent the acting sec-
retary of the United party (Mr. J. C
Peterson, M.L.A.):—‘J. Peterson,
M.L.A., acting secretary, United party,
Brishane—Adverting leader’s amendment
limiting hours trading Liquor Act
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
I am instructed to advise the Northern
organisation is not in accord, as in the
opinion of our council no such alteration

was embodied in the party’s platform or

the leader’s manifesto. The council, after
full inquiry, respectfully advise the hours
most suitable: for trading in North
Queensland are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
trust the party will use its influence to
have the Bill amended accordingly.’

We have heard quite a lot about the Labour
party being governed by outside influences.
There have been many references made to
Emu Park—the place where the Labour
party’s convention was held, and where quite

a lot of wise and sane things
[7.30 p.m.] were put in the platform of the

Labour party. From the words
of the last speaker, ore would certainly think
that the policy he advocates was brought
forward at Callan Park. (Laughter.) The
words he used led to that conclusion. I am
a member of the Labour party, and I sup-
port Bills as they are brought forward in
this House. The hon. member for Fitzroy
om1tted to mention i, but I will say it for
him—I am personally a believer in pro-
hibition, and, as a member of the Labour
party, I am going to support the hours from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. We have now a chance of
reform of the liquor traffic which vitally
affects the interests of thousands of people
at the present time and tens of thousands of
people in the future—the future generations
who will come after we have gone. There is
no question that this reduction of hours from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. will be of tremendous bene-
fit. It will, o some extent, protect the people
from the ravages of the drink traffic. I do
not care who the man is in this House, if
he studies the question with an open mind
and sees the ravages which are apparent in
our everyday life, he has not to be very wide
awake to sce the effect of the drink traffic,
and will heartily support any amendment
which will protect the people from drink.
There have been many things said about this
party being instructed by the liquor trade.
I have no knowledge whatever of such being
the case. The support I received in the
Kennedy eclectorate to fight the election was
that given me by the workers there, who put
in their few shillings. The hon. member for
Dalby suggested that the hours should be
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the country districts,
and that the hotel boarder should be allowed
to have drink in his room. We might say
that for every shilling the members of the
Labour party got, who were doing work
according to their pay, the hon. member was
getting a good deal more when he put his
suggestion before the Committee to-night.
The amendment to make the hours from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. has not been moved, but the
hon. member for Enoggera has moved an

[Mr. Bruce.
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amendment to make the hours from 8 a.m: to
6 p.m. with regard to wine bars. The hon.
member for Dalby moved the amendment that
the National party sent down through their
organiser, Mr. Bradley, to the United party,
to make the hours from 9 am. to 9§ p.m.
There does not appear to be any consistency
in regard to the policy of hon. members
opposite. When I came 1nto the Chamber the
hon. member for Enoggera was speaking in
the most dramatic manner about the mem-
bers of this party who had expressed their
opinion in regard to the liquor trade. We
have made our position clear, but it would
require a very large microscope to find out
whether hon.  members opposite have any
definite opinions on the question at all.

Mr. KerrR: You know that you just lost

6 o'clock closing in your party by one or
two votes.

My, BRUCE: I am prepared to admit that
the hon. member believes what he says, but
I did not see him under the table or in the

waste-paper basket when we held our
meeting.
Mr. ErpHINSTONE: Did you notice him

behind the screen?

Mr. BRUCE: No, I did not; .and I say
that the action taken by the Premier in the
past may have the effect of preventing some
of the Opposition from getting behind screens
in the future.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRUCE: It is an excellent thing to
restrain people of dishonest intentions from
getting behind screens by exposing them to
the general public. It has a’ tendency to
prevent that kind of thing. That being so,
as the hon. member for Enoggera was not
behind the screen, his interjection about
6 o’clock closing is merely hearsay. There is
no necessity for me to say whether his state-
ment is right or wrong, because he made the
definite statement, and I would not discredit
the hon. member’s honesty. I appeal to those
hon. members who believe in reform. We can
support the hours from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. now,
and I, as well as anyone else who is honest
on the question, can always endeavour to
bring about greater reforms in the future.
Through the whole of the years that the anti-
Labour people had control of the Treasury
benches there was practically no liquor
reform whatever.

Mr. Morean: Why did the liquor party
vote against Mr. Denham and support the
Labour party?

Mr. BRUCE : I do not know that they did
so. The hon. member asks a supposititious
question which I am not prepared to answer.

A GoverNMENT MeMmBER: He asked why
they took their money from behind the
Denham party and put 1t behind the Labour
party.

Mr. BRUCE : The hon. member can answer
for the Denham party. I suppose that he is
sore because they took their money from that
party.

Mr. Morean: We had proof from the late
Mr. John Adamson to that effect.

Mr. Carmer: You had proof that your
party took it.
Mr. BRUCE: We will accept the state-

ment of the hon. member for Murilla that
the moner of the liquor party was taken
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from the Denham party. Perhaps the state-
ment he has made is the reason why we
never had any reform in regard to the liquor
question through all the years that the
Denham party was in power. The reform
now brought forward by the Labour party
has met with criticism, which would lead
these who do not know the position to think
that the members of the Opposition have
always been very keen about the reform of
the liquor traffic.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): I should
like to explain that the absence of the leader
of the Opposition from his place this evening
has nothing whatever to do with his state-
ment that he intended to move for an amend-
muent in the d1re(’tlon of 6-0’clock closing.
His abzence 1is purely fortuitous. It 15
quite true that the leader of the Opposition
did forecast that he would move a reduction
of the hours to 6 o’clock at night. Since
then—there is no secret whatever about it—
we have considered this matier in all its
details, and we intend to adhere rigidly to
{he policy of the United party on the question,
Hon. member: will see that an amendment
has been circulated in the name of the hon.
member for Logan which is an exact replica
of the polics of the United party on the ques-
tion. We do not intend to depart from it.
We have divergent views on this matter, as
hon. members opposite have. and, whilst thov
have decided to compromise upon 8 o >clock,
we have dohrmmed that this i a matter for
!l’no people themselves to decide by referen-

dum.

One or two remarks of the hon. member for
Kennedy seem to require comment, particu-
larly his statement that those of them who
believed in  prohibition would prefer  to
take half a loaf rather than have no bread.
It is o pity he was not in the House when
the Liquor Act Amendment Bill was before
it some three years ago. e would then have
listened to the arguments of the Opposition
that some opportunity should be given to the
people at that time or at the prohibition poll
which was to follow, to declare themselves on
the question of eall" closing. We urged that
a fourth issue should be placed before them
—that is, the early closing of liquor bars.
and the arguments which the Home Secretary
used the other day and the arguments of the
hon. member for Kennedy to-night might
well have been used in support of the proposal
we made then. That proposal was turned
down. It was said that early closing was no
cure of the liquor ploblom—thqt it was
simply a palliative. It is gratifying to find
that common sense has prevailed, and that we
are getting to the desired goal by degrees.
Personally, T agree with the remarks of the
Home Sccretary that we can only approach
these great reforms by stages. To go from
one extreme to the other is undesirable, and
therefore by curtailing the hours bit by bit
I believe that we shall prepare for the com-
plete reform. On that basis I do not object
to the hours which are proposed. I hope
that hon. members will realise that the
absence of the leader of the Opposition is
purely fortuitous and has nothing to do with
the fact that this measure was coming before
the Chamber.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): 1 congratulate
the deputy leader of the Opposition on the
rather weak apology he has made for the
absence of his leader. If ever I heard a
man state definitely that he would move for
6-o’clock closing, that man was the leader
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of the Opposition in his speech the other
night, but evidently another whip has cracked
besides the caucus whip. I do not know
whether hon. members opposite have heard

the cracking of the ¢ Bulletin” whip at
Townsville, or swhether whips have Lween
cracking 1ir: Brisbane; but their attitude

to-night is a very big reversal of their atti-
tude on this question from 1918 omwards.
Whatever position this party may find itself
in, it is not a retrograde position. In 1920
they did not bother twopence about it They
let it stand. Thov said there was a bigger
question in the an—thr‘ question of prohibi-
tion. They provided in the Act then passed
methods for testing the feelings of the pecople
on prohibition, and now, finding that that
has failed, they have certainly taken a step
forward in the direction of shortening the
hours. It may be the initial step in liquor
reform.  Personally, T stand for the whole
hog—for prohibition right or wrong. It does
not matter whether the hours arve from 6
o'clock in the morning to 11 o’clock at night,
or any other hours; but I am not going to
jeopardise the possibility of a reform by
dodging ahout from hour to hour.

The hon. member for Wynnum 13 in a pnsi-
tion similar to that of his leader. He 13 in
favour of 6-o’clock closing. Then why not
move it? Any hon. meniber opposite who is
w favour of 6-c’clock closing, and who
believes that it is a bigger step “in the direc-
tion of liguor reform than this, has the oppor-
tunity of moving for it.

Ir. CosterLo: Will you support it?

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member for
Wynnum will not move it for the simple
reason that he knows that, when the division
bells rang, he would look about as lonely as
a pelican ou a dried-out swamp.

Mr. S1zER: I will move it if you will sup-

port it.
Mr. HARTLEY: I have told the hou.
member that T will not support it. I have

told him that I do not care what L‘m hours
are. I want to shut the hotels up altogether
and that is what I am going for direct. It
is no use for the deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion to try to excuse their attitude by saying
that the hon. member for Logan is going to
move an amendment which will meet the
position. It will not. They have said that
the referendum method is a cowardly method
—that it removes from the shoulders of the
legislator the responsibility for his acts. Yet
they want to remove the responsibility for
attempting to reduce the hours fo 6 o'clock
in the evening by submitting it to a refeven-
dum. That is side-stepping the question.

Mr. S1zer: You would do the self-same
thing with prohibition.

Mr. HARTLEY : Because we have stood
for the initiative and referendum, by which
all these questions could have been put before
the people if hon. members opposite had not
blocked it. I do not think there is need to
speak further. T just rose to cxpose the
fiimsy excuse of the deputy leader of the
Opposition.

Amendment (Mr. Kerr) put and negatived.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Clauses 5 and 6 put and passed.

Clause T— Alicn labour on livensed pre-
mises” —

The HOME SECRETARY (Hou. J. Stop-
ford, Hount Morgan): 1 propose to negative

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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this clause. I have gone very carefully into
the question, and 1 find that it will not
accomplish what I want. But there is another
aspect of the question—that of agreeing to
the employment of races we should have
nothing to do with. Under it I would have
*to provide for certain certificates for em-
ployees who would be vngaged in the trade
under certain circumstances, and I have no
desire to issue those certificates to a class of
people whom I do not want to sce recoguised
in anr employment in Australia.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 8— Amendment of seclion
Hours of supply in clubs”—

Mr. KELSO (Vundal): I move the inser-
tion, after line 20, page 3, of the words—

“ After the word © club,” where 1t fivst
occurs in the said subsection, the follow-
ing words are inserted :—¢ or in the Par-
liamentary Refreshment-room.” ”

Mr. Hyyus: Are vou not strong enough to
resist the temptation? (Laughter.)

Mr. KELSO: On the sccond reading of
this Bill I pointed out that we had no right
to ask the public to do somecthing which we
ware not prepared to do ourselves. The Ilome
Sceretary in his speech said,  Surely I

1A
P/ R

“arlia-

ment has the right to control 1ts own
actions?” I admit that Parliament has that
right.

Mr. WemR: Can you not control yours?

Mr. KELSO: I ask whether a majority of
hon, members opposite could agree to the
parliamentary refreshment bar being closed
at 8 o'clock. I very much doubt it. The
closing of the bar should not be left in doubt,
beeause it will make us appear very foolish
in the eves of the public if we say that Parlia-
ment in its wisdom has not sfen nt to ciose
the parliamentary refreshment bar according
to the law of the land, and yet deny to the
people of the State the right to have a drink
after 8 o'clock at night. We are not prepared
to take the medicine ourselves that we make
for those outside. I think we should be¢ con-
sistont.  We shall be incomsistent in our
attitude if we allow the parliamentary
refreshment bar to remain open at any time
during the sittings of the House, If that
was allowed, the most popular men in Bris-
bane after 8 o’clock would be members of
Parliamint. We would have half the Police
Force up here keening back the people who
desired to sco members of Parliament. The
business of this 1Iouse would be delayed.

The SrcreETARY FOR Purric LANDs: Do not
exaggerate.

Mr KELLSO: I am not exaggerating.

THE SECRETARY FOR PUsLic LaxDs: You arc
a very moderate man.

Mr. XELSO: I am. I am putting the
matter in just the ordinary light. The busi-

ness of this House would be disturbed by hon.
members being called down to receive this
visitor and that visitor, and of course the
natural thing would be “Come and have a
drink.””

Mr. WeIR: What about your * boozey”
constituents now ?

Mr. KELSO: I have yet to learn that I
have any ‘‘ boozer »’ constituents. If the hon.
member has been to my electorate and knows
of ‘“boozey’ constituents, he knows more
than T do.

Mr. Weir: I do not anticipate this trouble.
What are you afraid of?

[Hon. J. Stopford.
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Mr. KELSO: I am sure hon. gentlemen
will be pestered out of their lives.

Mr. Hyxes: You are insulting your con-
stituents.

My, CARTER:
constituents.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBric Laxps: Cannot
we carry out our own laws?

Mr. KELSO: I ask the hon. gentleman
what is going to be the decision if we take a
vote on this matter?

The SecmeraRy vor Pusnic Laxps: [ am
going to vote against it. I speak for myself.

Mr. KELSO: I dare say that the majority
of hon. members in this House will vote
wrainst it

Mr CosTELLO : No, no'!

Mr. KELSO: If it should happen that the
majority of hon. members vote against it,
and the parliamentary refreshment bar is
open after 8 o’clock, what will the public
think of us?

Mr. EvpHInsTONE: They
worse than they do now.

AMr. KELSO : The Government are not pre-
pared to take ths medicine that they are
making for the public outside. I hope the
Home Secretary will accept this amendment,

Mr. Hyxzs: You would not be making any
sacrifice, because you never go th:re.

Mr. KELSO: Ilow do you know?

Mr. HyxNES: Because I go.there.
ter.)

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgun): I think in my second
reading speech, in reply to an interjection,
I said that it was not necessary for this
Chamber to legislate to govern its own actions.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is necessary to legis-
late in order to set an example.

Che HOMIE SECRETARY: You can set
an cxample without accepting this amend-
ment at all, As a matter of fact, the amend-
ment is not in order, because the parliamen-
tary refreshiment room is not a licensed club,
and this clause deals with licensed places.
We are not subject to the Liquor Act at all.
The hon. member for Nundah is, perhaps,
the youugrst member, politically, on the other
side, and has no doubt been sclected for that
PEAso.

Mr. Kerso: No.

The HOME SECRETARY : What the hon.
gentleman desires by his amendment can be
obtained by a simple resolution, and then we
shall sec how many of his own party will
support it. The amendment, as it stands now,
reads, “or parliamentary refreshment rooms,”
and not parliamentary bar at all. It refers to
the whole of the refreshment rooms.

Mr. Kruso: It is dealing with liquor.

The HOME SECRETARY: Tt is an
amendment of a clause dealing with licensed
clubs. The hon. gentleman proposcs to close
the whole of the refreshment rooms. I know
it is only a pious amendment.

My, King: Was it not passed before?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not sure.
I know that Parliament has control of cvery-
thing within Parliament House. DParliament
Efouse is not a licensed premises. Parlia-
ment can, through a simple vote, decide the
matter without bringing it in in a Liguor
Bill of this description.

We are not afraid of our

could not think

(Laugh-

%
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Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 rise to sup-
port the amendment. One hon. member
interjected that the amendment meant no
scif-denial on the part of the hon. member
for Nundah. 1 stand in the same position.
I have never had a drink at the parliamen-
tary bar. If it is good cnough for the
workers of Queensland to be restricted in
the manner proposed, then it should be good
cnough for the law-makers of Queensland.
The Government are only shuffling and hum-
bugging on this question. It 1s all very
well to saw that Parliament has control
of its own affairs, but that is pure humbug.
We want to do something here and now,
and not put it off for some other day. Any
hon. member who wants to put the matter
off only wants to do so because he desires
to keep the place open.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to point ouc to the hon. member that the
amendment <oes not say ‘ parliamentary
refreshment bar,”” but reads ¢ parliamentary
refreshment room.”” That is the refresh-
ment rooms, including the bar.

AMr. WARREN: Is the Home Secretars
prepared to accept an amendment to close
the parliamentary bar?

The Howme SrcreTARY: I do not propose
to deal with it here at all.

Mr. WARREN: The hon. gentleman is
not prepared to deal with it, because he
has not got the backing of his own party.
If there 1s any place in Queensland where
it is absolutely essential that there should
he no excessive drinking, it is the Queens-
jand Parliament. 1 am not here to say
that there is too much drinking or any-
thing of the sort here; but, if there is a
chance of the workers getting too much
liquor, then there is a chance of too much
liquor being obtained here also. I am not
a temperance reformer, nor do I belong to
any temperance society. I take no drink,
and I believe there is any amount of room
for liquor reform.

The SecreTaRY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: Do you
drink anything?

Mr. WARREN: Yes; I drink tea.
(Laughter.) If hon. members opposite are
conscientious and earnest in regard to

liquor reform, let them start on themselves.
There is no reform Dbetter than reform in
vour own place. What will the people
cutside think of hon. members if they apply
restrictions outside and not inside this
House? Here is an opportunity of saying
whether excessive drinking is wrong. If
excessive drinking is a curse, we can start
in this building, and set an example to
Queensland.  If the liguor reformers oppo-
site want to do something in that direction,
let them support the amendment to-night.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am astonished
at the amendment moved by the hon. member
for Nundah, inasmuch as that the IMinister
has told him quite plainly that we are masters
of our own actions and that a simple resolu-
tion will do away with the Parliamentary
bar. When I came into this House first in
1909, it was not the sob=r House it is to-day.
In fact, this House is what might be called
a real ““ wowser” House—(Laughter)—if you
apply the term “ wowser ” to men who do not
drink. I am not spcaking here this cvening
as a teetotaller, as I am not one. From
time to time we have all night sittings, and
on such occasions, when I feel I want to be
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propped up, I go down to the Parliamentary
bar and have a fairly stiff nip of brandy.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Krisc: To get up your Dutch courage?

Mr. COLLINS: I suppose I can be ciassed
as a man who does not keep the bar going.
During my ten years’ experience in Parlia-
ment I have not met a more sober lot of
members than those who constitute it now.

Mr. Epwarbs: What did you do in the
Queensland Club?

Mr. COLLINS: Therefore, I am not going
to allow any inference to pass out to the
clectors from the speeches delivered by the
hon. members for Nundah and Murrumba
on this question of shorter hours. I de not
think that vou will find seventy-two men in
the whole of Queensland who drink less intoxi-
cants than the present seventy-two members
of Parliament. (Hear, hear!) We are well
able to control the hours of that bar, and
I am very pleased to sce that the Minister
is not going to include in a Liquor Reform
Bill the amendment of the hon. member for
Nundah. We have no need to apologise for
our drinking habits, for, as I have said over
and over esgain, we arc the most sober lot
of men I have ever met in th: whole of my
Parliamentary experience.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): This
matter has been raised previously 1n this
House, and we afirmed the principle in 1910.
Some hon. members will remewmber on that
and provious occasions Mr. George Ryland,
the hon. member for Gympie, introduced a

resolution for the purpose of closing the
Parliamentary refreshment bar, I find that

on 256th August, 1910, he moved to this effect—

“1. That, in the opinion of this House,
it is desirable that the ‘sale’ of intoxi-
cating liquor should be prohibited within
the procinets of this House, and that the
sald prohibition should take effect from
the close of this present session of Parlia-
ment.

2. That the foregoing resoluticn be
transmitted to the Legislative Council,
by message, requesting their concurrence
therein—"’

There was a considerable debate on that
question, and on the 23rd December the same
vear we affirmed the motion together with
this amendment, moved by the then Secretary
for Railways, Mr. Paget—
_ “ That the guestion be amended by the
insertion, after the word ‘sale,” of the
words ¢ and consumption *—’

It will be remembered that Mr. Lesina, the
then member for Clermont, took the point
that, unless we inscrted those words, it was
possible that a member would bring into this
House liquor for consumption. That was the
opinion of the Ilouse unanimously on that
occaston. Unfortunately, another place did
not quite agree with that resolution. We
hayo not t_ha.t other place to contend with on
this occasion, and whether we are in order
or not, we should decide whether we should
not close that particular part of the refresh-
ment room at the time that we are going to
prevent the members of clubs and the public
generally obtaining liquor outside of the hours
mentioned. It would, therefore, be most
unbecoming for the State legislature of
Queensland—or, in fact, any other Legislature
—to sell liquor on their own premises to their
owl! members when they would not give the
gencral public the same consideration. I

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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certainly will support the closing of the
liquor bar in this House. I quite agree that
there 18 no need to pass the resolution, for,
if the Speaker wished, he could take the
necessary action. I certainly will support
any such action as is intended in the amend-
ment.

_ Question—That the words proposed to be
inserted in clause 8 (Mr. Kelso's amendment)

be so inserted—put; and the Committee
divided : —
AvEs, 17.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
,, Barnes, G.P. ,, Logan
- 2 ,» Morgan
,» Brand ,, Nott
»s 4 Clayton ,» Roberts
., Costello . Sizer
., Edwards ., Walker
,» Elphinstone . Warren
,» Kelso
Tellers: Mr. Clayton and Mr. Nott.
NOEs, 40,
Mr. Barber Mr. Land

,» Bertram
,, Brennan

,, Larcombe
.. Lloyd

,» Bruce ,» McCormack

,» Bulcock ., McLachlan

. Carter ,» Moore

.» Collins ,» Mullan

.. Conroy ,, Payne

s, Cooper, W. ,, Tease

, Dash ., DTollock

,» Deacon ., Riordan

.» Dunstan ,» Ryan

. Farrell ,» Smith

,» Yerricks ,» Stopford

,, Foley ,» Theodore

s Gillies . Weir

,» Hartley 5» Wellington

., Buzham ., Winstanley

,» Hynes ., Wilson

,s» dones . Wright
Tellers: Mr, Hartley and Mr. Weir.

Pair.

Aye—2Mr, Petrie, No—DMr. Gilday.

Resolved in the negative,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount MHorgan}: I beg to move the
insertion, after line 20, of the following
words : —

¢ In the first paragraph of section one
hundred and fifty-one of the prinecipal
Act, after the words  section one hun-
dred and twenty-eight’ the following
words are inserted :—  °
“Section one hundred and forty-
seven of this Aect, as amended by the
Liquor Acts Amendment Act of 1923,
shall apply to every such club from
and after the passing of the last-
mentioned Act.””

This amendment deals with the matter that
I mentioned in my second reading speech,
when I foreshadowed the necessity of amend-
ing this clause so that certain exempted clubs
would be brought in line with other clubs and
hotels.

Amendment agreed to.

Clause 8, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 9 and 10 put and passed.

The HOME SECRETARY : I beg to move
the insertion of the following new clause to
follow clause 10:—

“ In paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of
section 187 of the principal Act, after the
word ¢ fuel,” the words ‘or to prohibit
the sale or supply of wine for sacra-
mental purposes’ are inserted.”

No provision was made in the previous Act,

[Mr. T. R. Roberts.
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in the case of prohibition being carried,
either by the local option poll or by the
special poll under section 1914 for the use
of sacramental wines. It was brought to
my notice, and I agreed to insert an amend-
ment o that, in the event of prohibition
being carried by either of the polls, sacra-
mental wines may be available for religious
pU.l‘]’)OSOS.

Mr. WARREN (M urrumba): I should like
to know if this wine that is to be exempted
is unfermented or fermented. I think that,
if other people are going to do without
fermented wine, it should not be used in any
form at all, and T think this amendment
unnecessary. If 1t is necessary to take
fermented wine to be a Christian, it is poor
Christianity.

The HHoME SECORETARY : I take it this means
ordinary fermented wine,

Mr. WARREN: Then I move as an
amendment to insert the word ¢ unfer-
mented” before the word ¢ wine” in the last
line of the amendment. v

The HoMme SECReTARY: There is no need
for the amendment, as it Is unnecessary to
have a license to sell unfermented wine.

Mr. WARREN: In view of the cxplana-
tion of the Home Sceretary. I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment (Ifr. Warren), by leave, with-
drawn.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowomba): I take
it that what the Minister desires to deal
with is the use of wine for sacramental
purposes. I think if he took out the words
“ the sale or” it would be more suitable.
I do not think therc is any need to purchase
wine for such purpose outside the lours
allowed for the sale of liquor.

The Homz Secrsrary: This is only in the
case of prohibition being carried; it is in-
serted at the express wish of the prohibition
people.

New clause put and passed.

Clause 11— Repral of section 191a after
taking a poll thereundsr in 1923 —

The HOME SECRETARY: I move the
insertion, before the word * after,” in line
36, of the words—

“In paragraph {¢) of subscction six of
section 191a of the principal Act, after
the word ¢ fuel’ the words * or to prohibit
the sale or supply of wine for sacramenta!
purposes’ are inserted.”’

1 explained previously that the former
amendment dealt with the possible success
of prohibition under the ordinary liquor
option polls. This amendment makes pro-
‘vision in case the poll is carried in October
next under section 1914. Tt is merely on the
same lines as the previous amendment.

Amendment agreed to.

Mr. KING (Logan): I beg to move the
omission after the word ‘ thereof” on line
39, of the words—

“ No further poll of electors shall be

taken under that section, and section 191a

of the principal Act. and in section 163

of the principal Act the words * except

section 1914 of this Act,” and also sections

2, 8, and 9 of the Liquor Act Amendment
Act of 1920, shall be repealed”’—

with a view to adding the following words—

“ A poll shall be taken of the electors
of cvery electoral district of the State
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upon the following Resolutions A, B, and
(. submitted upon a ballot-paper in the
following form :—
Are you in favour of—
{1 (A) Reduction of hours for the
sale of liquor.

[] (B) Prohibition of manufacture,

importation, and retail of
fermented and  spirituous
liquors, 1o take effect in July,
1926.

] (C) Continuance of the present

systemi of manufacture, im-
portation, and retail of
fermented and  spirituous
liquors.”

I have a twofold reason for moving the
amendment, the first being to give effect to
the resolution if the prohibitionists succced
next Oectober, and the second reason is to
give effect to the policy of the party to which
I belong. 1 am glad to see that the Minister
vecognises there is something in my first
reason, that is to give effect to the result of
the poll next October. On the second read-
ing it was pointed out that, if this clause
wore carvied as it stands at present, the
vosult of the poll would be nullified, because
the cffect of the carrving of this clause is to
wipe the succeeding clauses out of the Act of
1920, as section 8 of the Act of 1920 is now
section 1914, and subsection (6) of section
1814 provides the machinery for giving etfecs
to the result of the poll. I am glad to sce
that the Minister has evidently accepted the
position as= pointed out by this side of the
Ho although the Premicr at the time
it was mentioned said the facts wsre not so.
It might be a very good thing for the Pre-
mier that we have vigilant members on this
side of the House to find out these things.
On the first opportunity we had of getring
the Bill and seeing this clause and finding
cut what 1t was we drafted an amendinent.

The SecreTaRY FOR PurrrLic Laxps: We
found it out before your amendment was
printed.

Mr. KING: We did not hesitate to point
it out in the House at the time. The amend-
ment is proposed for the purpose of giving
cffeet to the resolution of the prohibitionists
if they succeed in the poll next Qctober. If
this clause went through as printed, it would
simply mean that, if the prohibitionists were
successful next October, the result of their
efforts would be nullified because there would
be no machinery to give effect to the resolu-
lion.

My,

TiarTrEy: Tt does not want any
machinery.
Mr. KING: Oh, yes, it does; and it is

provided for in the 1920 Act.

Mr. HarTLEY: You have the powes until
the taking of the poll?

Mr, KING: After taking the poll the
machinery clauses are wiped out, and no
effect will be given to the resolution.

The Homre SecreTARY : That is quite so.

Mr. KING: T am glad to see that the Min-
ister has made provision for that in his pro-
posed amendment; but his proposal does not
go as far as mine, because my amendment
also proposes to continue the sections of the
present Act so that further polls may be
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taken after the October poll. That is the
policy of our party. The party that I belong
to believe in the principle of triennial polls,
and we wish to conserve that right.

The SecrerarRYy ForR Pusnic Laxps: Why
did you oppose it when I introduced it?

Mr. KING: When was that?
The SEcRETARY FOR PupLic LaxDs: In 1920.

Mr. KING : I was not here then.

The SecrETARY Tox PUBLIC Laxns:
were not here, but your party was.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Who opposed it?

Mr. KING: I do not know who opposed
it. It is most amusing to hear moembers on
the other side blaming members on this side
for every sin in the world. We shall be
blamed soon for the loss of Paradise.

The SEcrETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS:
inherit all those sins.

Mr. KING : It ig very easy to say that, but
there is no justification for saying it. Mem-
Lers are only responsible for their actions
while they are in the House.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): It is somewhat diffi-
cult to follow what the hon. member is trying
to secure. Let me analyse the position. The
clause reads—

¢ After the taking of the poll of the
electors under section 191a of the prin-
cipal Act in October, cne thousand nine
hundred and twenty-three, and the pub-
lication of the results thereof 7"—

You

You

and then follows the amendment reading—
“a poll shall be taken of the electors of
overy electoral district of the State upon
the following Resolutions A, B. C, sub-
mitted upon a ballot-paper in the follow-
ing form.”

When is the poll to be taken? The hon.
gentleman does not say. Let us assume that
the October poll is successful from the pro-
hibitionists’ point of view. Am I to under-
stand that, so scon as the vesult thereof is
made known, I must take another poll?

Mr. Erruixsrone: We will give you a few
months’ grace if you concede the point.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the
way it reads.

Mr. Kivg: It has becn inadvertently left
out.

The HOME SECRETARY: The other
night I quoted for the benefit of the House
a rather lengthy list of polls, and no hon.
member has been able to prove that I mis-
stated the position regarding those polls.

Under this clause we are

[8.30 p.m.] endeavouring, as I told the

House, to repeal the special polls
under section 191a. Hon. members opposite
state that there should be definite stages—
that we should know where we were going,
and that we should not be continually dis-
turbed. While the hon. member for Logan
did not altogether agree with my remarks,
I took it that he was favourable to my
amendment. His proposed amendment
gives us still further polls without repealing
any. Under section 168 of the Act we still
have the poli which was held in May, and
which can be held again in May; and under
section 170, as the hon. member knows, a
poll can be initiated in any district on
resolution D for the firet time 1n

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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Queensland—that is, on the question of pro-

hibition. You may also take a poll on
resolution ¢ K.
Mr. ErrminstoNk: Is it not a fact that

under this triennial poll a bare majority
only is required, whereas under the sectional
poli a much larger majority is required?
The HOME SECRETARY :
much larger
majority.
My, Roperts: That is more.

The HOME SECRETARY: It is some-
thing more. It is an expression which, once
you obtain it, fortifies you in the adminis-
tration. I have ecxplained that under sec-
tion 170 there is a triennial poll. There is
also the privilege that in any electorate
which sends in a petition you may have a
poll on two resolutions—“'A” and “D 7y
in other words, under these scctions, you
may initiate a poll on a petition of 10 per
cent. of the people to detrrmine whether
you shall have under resolution “A > a 25
per cenf. reduction of licenses. The same
people signing a petition of 10 per cent. of
voters may have a poll on resolution “D.”’
We have therefore a number of polls, and
the hon. member for Logan suggests by his
amendment that we should add still further
to the number of polls. There is only one
difference in  his proposal—that is, he
knocks out of the existing polls the question
of naticnalisation, and substitutes in para-
graph (A) the reduction of hours for the sale
of Tligquor. Tt us examine what that
means. e instructs the Minister in charge
of the Bill that at some time, which is not
stipulated. he shall submit to the people
resolution “ A7 in regard to reduction of
hours for the sale of liquor, but he does not
suggest what hours. What does the hon.
member ask us to do? To get an expression
of opinion from the people, which we
obtained when we went before them at the
election with regard to fixing the hours of
sale. which we are doing under the Bill.
The amendment will not stand coxamina-
tion, simply because, if the hon. member
proposed to reduce the hours for the sale of
liquor from & a.m. to & p.m., he would
have left to the people a definite hour that
he and other hon. members were prepared
as a party to stand on; but he asks the
people to give him an instruction in a bald
way to the effect that they want a reduction
of hours. which shows that he does not
realise his position in being sent here to
interpret the wishes of the people. I have
no intention of accepting the amendment,
I think that the explanation T gave on the
second reading is quite sufficient justifica-
tion for the Committee determining to revert
to the conditions after scction 191a has been
dealt with.

CR \RY : It is not a
majority—it is a one-fifth

Me. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): 1 am glad
that the Minister has seen through the

flimey nature of this amendment, and does
not intend to accent it. To my mird, the
amendment would have two very bad effects,
Firstlv, it would introduce into the
referenda the whole question of the hours
of trading for liquor bars, not for the pur-
pose of deciding, as is being done here
to-night. that the hours shall be from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m., but it would put the whole
question of hours of trading before the
people in a long list of questions, probably
running from half-past 6 in the morning to
half-past 10 at night; and including every
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hour of the day. That would be a bad
thing. Seccondly, the effect of the amend-
ment would be the substitution of the ques-
tion of nationalisation with a view to ulti-
mate prohibition, by practically sanctioning
the liquor traffic and providing for the
regulation of hours, That, in my opinion,
would have a very bad effect also. While,
if this amendment werc carried, it would do
that, instead of strengthening the case for
people who are looking for liquor reform
by the abolition of liquor in one way, it
would weaken it right along the line,
because, if we carried prohibition in October
this vear, the question would be opened up
again in another three years. We do not
want it opened up in that way, because we
have something better now under section
170 of the principal Act.

Mr. CosreLLo: They are pulling vour leg.

Mr. TARTLEY: Ther are not pulling
my leg. (Opposition langhter.) After this

poll is passed—if the party of reform on
the liquor question are successful in carry-
ing probibition

Mr. Kixg: You know they will not be.

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not know that
thev will not be successful. If they arve sue-
cessful in carrying it. we shall have locked
the door until somebody comes info the
House with the key, and is game to unlock
it again. We shall have carried a resolu-
tion in favour of State prohibition, which
cannot he undone again until it is undone
by the Legislature of the State. That is why
1" oppose this amendment. If we do not
carry prohibition in October next, under
cection 170 of the principal Act, we have
machinery for taking a poll in any elec-
torate of the State on the request of 10 per
cent. of the eleciors, and they can carry
prohibitien on a three-fifths majority. I
congratulate the Minister on his refusal to
accept the amendment, which is mercly an
attempt on the part of moderate drinking
people  still  further to countenance the
liquor traffic, under the guise of attempting
to bring about a reform by the regulation
of hours.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumbe): It is won-
derful how liquor reformers and others who
arc taking sides in this debate will shuffle on
the guestion.

Mr. CoLL You have shuffled in three
different parties in your time.

Mr. WARREN: Oh, no; T am still in the
same party. This is the platform of our
party on which we were returned, and it is
a proper thing to bring it before this Cham-
ber. 1 support the amendment for that
reasorl. i

The SECRETARY FoR PyUBLIC LANDS: What
does the amendment mean?

Mr. WARREN : T confess that it reyuires
amending, but the principle of the amend-
ment is quite clear. (Government laughter.)
The Minister was quite mystified as to what
it meant. The object of the amendment is to
retain the right of the people to speak on this
question. Those gentlemen who talk about
trusting the people stifle the voice ot the
people ; but we in this amendment are trying
to hand back to the people their right to
express an opinion on the guestion of a reduc-
tion of hours. The whole object of this Bill
is to stop the people from having a voice on
the question. The hon. member must admit
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that it was meant to stifle the voice of the
people—to deprive them of the right every
three years of speaking. Nearly every pub-
lican throughout my electorate told me that
he was not supporting me, but that he was
supporting the Labour partv because they
stocd right behind the liquor question, and
that they were going to do the very thing
they are doing in this Chamber. Thev are
carrying out their contract. If they carried
out cvery contract into which they have
enitered as honestly as they are carrying out
this contract, they would be a very fine, honest
Government. I do not say that prohibition
is the best thing for Queensland—it is the
best thing for me—but I do say that I stand
for the people and I trust the people. I trust
my eclectors.
Mr. CARTER: You cannot trust yourself.

Mr. WARREN: Yes, I can trust myzclf
to leave the enecmy alone. I represent the
most temperate electorate in Queensland.

Mr. CostELLO : Question !

Mr. WARREN: There is no question about
it. There are fewer public houses in Mur-
rumba and less drinking, but I must confess
that I believe the pceople are behind the
Government to a certain cextent on this legis-
lation. A lot of them in my electorate think
that it i+ a certain amount of reform, but
at the same time I do not know one person,
unless he 15 in the trade, who thinks that the
Government are honest and right in taking
this stand and knocking out the voice of the
people cvery three years. (Government dis-
sent.) They are cutting it out, and the
Minister can get up and talk until he 1s
black in the {ace about the votes of the
people and referenda, but he will not convince
me. These things are mere subterfuges.

The SecrRerary FOR Pubnic Laxps: Your
Government passed them.

My. WARREN: I do not care what Go-
vernment passed them. They were not my
Government. Because an ancient Government
passed something, I do not necessarily stand
for it. I stand for the people’s decision on
this question. Ir the people of Amerwa fol-
lowed the course the Government in Queens-
land are taking, they would not be progiess-
ing as they are. If the people say they wang
prohibition, they should have prohibition.
If they want 6 o’clock closing, we ought to
give them the chance of getting 6 o'c'ock
closing. I admit, as I said before, that the
sccond question m the amendment requires
to be put in order, but at the same time it is
sufficiently clear that the object of the amend-
ment i to take the voice of the people on
this all-important question. The point in
dispute is whether this is an evil or a good
creature of God. I am prepared to say that
this is one of the few questions—practically
the only one I know—that should be sent to
the pecople for their decision. Many other
questions which have been referred to them
should not have been dealt with in that way.
The referendum on the abolition of the Upper
House was absolutely farcical. It was wrong
in principle. The Government should have
had backbone enough to do it themselves if
it werc possible. Many other things which
the Federal Government have submitted to
referenda were absolute nonsense. But this
is a question for the people to decide. If
they are against the continuance of licenses,
it is a proper thing to consult them. If they
decide by their votes that it is time we had
fewer hours for drinking, then I say—irre-
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spective of our own views or whether we
take liquor or not—it is time for that reform.

The PREMIKR (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
C'hillugoe) : It is rather remarkable that the
hon. member who moved this amendment did
so with the object of curing what he termed
a defest 1 the original Bill, and it can be
shown that the amendment itself not only
does not provide for any period or hours
for the reduction he proposed to put to the
people, but also discloses a defect in the form
of the question itself. His resolutions (B)
and (C) are—

(1) Prohibition of manufacture,
importation, and retail of fermented and
spirituous liquors, to take effect in July,
1926.

“ () Continunance of the prosent
systom of manufacture, importation, and
yetail  eof  fermented aund  spirituous
liguors,”

Now, if the prohibition poll in October 1s
ied, what will be the ** present system”
of manufacture, importation, and retail of
fermeuted and spirituous liquors? By that
time there could be no such system unless
it was done illicitly. The object of the
amendmoent is easily recognised—to secure
what the hon. member says is the policy
of his party—and it strikes at a vitsl princi-
ple of this Bill. The hon. member might
have accomplished his purpose by voting
against the whole of the clause and she
elimination of the October polls. The poliey
of this party was drawn up at the Labour
Party’s Convention. It was clearly stated
during the clection, and plainly put by
the AMinister in charge of the Bill when it
was introduced. The intention is not, as the
hon. member for Murrumba says, to prevent
the peopic from cxpressing an opinion on this
question, but to do away with the succesiive
polls, which bear heavily financially on the
State.  The hon. member surely must have
failed to remcmber that this Bill provides
for a poll in October of this year. It doss
not provide for the taking away from ghe
peonle of any power to give an cxpression
of opinicn in the most convincing manner.

Ar. Kixg: They can give an expression of
opinion in October, certainly.

Thé PREMIER: And, if carried by a
simple majority, prohibition comes 1nto
operation.

Mr. Kixe: How?

The PREMIER: The hon. member says
that there is a defeet in the clause, but the
Minister has foreshadowed an amendment to
correct the defect he was good cnough to
point out, and now I am speaking against
the hon. member’s amendment and in favour
of the Bill, under which the people will have
the opportunity of expressing their opinion
on the questions of prohibition or continu-
ance. Therefore there should be no charge
laid at the door of this Government that we
fear the division of the people on this
question. k

My, Erpminstone: Why did you introduce
the Bill before the poll?

The PREMIER : What is the point? Why
should it be deferred until after the poll?
T will tell the hon. gentleman, who thinks
that there is some sinister reason for bringing
this Bill in at this stage, that there is none.
During the eclections the only questions that
were asked of me—at any rate on several
occasions—was whether the Government were

Hon. E. G. Theodore. |
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honest in their desire to reduce the hours,
because it had been stated that at the Labour
Party Convention our policy was to reduce
the hours and then eliminate the poll. The
question that was asked of me by a great
number of people, about which they had
some doubt in their minds as to whether what
had been said was a mere cmpty promise,
was whether any legislation would be intro-
duced during the coming scssion to reduce the
hours of trading. Members of the Anglican
Synod which sat in Brishanc a few weeks ago
asked the same question, and indeed a dele-
gation from the synod waited on me and
asked me if I would give a definite under-
taking that legislation would be placed before
Parliament this session. I had not an oppor-
tunity of consulting my party, but I took it
upon myzelf to give that promise, and we are
now carrying it out. I do not know whether
there is very much involved in the question
of whether the Bill should have been intro-
duced before the poll or after the poll. It
was only a question of proving the bona fides
of the Government in regard to reduction
of hours. On the question of prohibiiion,
what 1s the attitude of the Labour varty
and the Labour movement? The Labour
movement gives the people an opportunity to
expres: their policy through the triennial
ranventions that are held, to which represen-
tatives of the workers come from every part
of Qucensland. The decision of the Labour
reovement was not in favour of prohibition,
and there are fairly cbvious reasons for ik, I
spoke myself at our convention on this
question, and I do not mind stating that
I personally believe that the iriennial
polls should be climinated.  Fivst of all,
one who is familiar with social questions has
to recognise that excessive drinking is a great
evil in the community. No one will deny
that statement for a moment. If by some
magical means or other we could eliminate
intoxicants entirely in the whole community,
no doubt that would be a good thing for the
race and for the nation. In my case against
prohibition, I stated at the Labour Pariy Con-
wention that legislalive prohibition enacted
through Parliament would nof seenre an
extinction of the liquor trade, and would not
abolish excessive drinking and the evils asso-
ciated with the drinking of intoxicating
liquors. If the merc passing of an Act of
Parliament would do that, then I should be
a prohibitionist. If we could accomplish the
removal of all those evils by passing legis-
lation through this Chamber, I should be in

favour of passing that legislation; but I
know that evils a hundred times worse
than those which exist under the regu-

lated trade would follow the carrving of
prohibition in that way. I think that has
been the experience in America and other
places where prohibition, so-called, operates.
It is prohibition that does not prohibit. Can
anyope say that the passing of prohibition
in America has eliminated drink from the
community there? Far from it.

Mr. HArRTLEY: It has been a revelation to
a lot of them.

The PREMIER: In some quarters in
America undoubtedly it has operated bene-
ficially. I believe that in some of the indus-
trial communities it has, but, taking it as a
whole, it has by no means solved the problem.
You can get a whole body of authoritative
opinion which will say that prohibition has
been effective in America, and you can get
a whole body of opinion which is just as

[Hon. B. G. Theodore.
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authoritative against any such suggestion
as that. There are competent investigators
who will tell you that there are greater
evils through the illicit trade, through the
selling of liquor in sly-grog shops, through
211 those underhaud and more or less illegal,
criminal, and villainous methods used in the
manufacture, distribution, and sale of illicit

JMquor in America, in spite of the attempts

to enforce prohibiticn.

Afr. Kenso: Have they had sufficient time
to try 1t out?

The PREMIER: The amendment of the
Constitution was carried into effect on 16th
January, 1920, whea prohibition came inte

operation. Prohibition, as a war-time mea-
sure. was in force actually before that
tirne. Since 1920 it has been in operation

as a constitutional amendment. and there
has been every endeavour—failing. in my
opinion—to enforce prohibition siue? then.
The position in Queensland would  be
infinitely worse than there. Ia the United
States they have nation-wide prohibition,
whilst here we would only have St1ate-w1de»
prohibition. What power on earth could
there be in Queensland to enforce prohibition
if we carried it? Our Police Force could not
enforee it. You would need to have 10,000
special agents here to enforce it. How could
you do 1t? I put it to hon. gentlemen as a
serious argument. First of all, there is con-
siderable trouble on the face of it as to
whether it is constitutional for this State to
exclude the importation of liquor cven if
prohibition weve carried .

Mt Moore: You could stop the sale of it.

The PREMIER: I doubt very much
whether the merchants in Brisbane, or on
the border, or anywhere else, could be pre-
verted from bringing liquor into this State.

Mr. Moore: Vou could stop them from
selling it.

The PREMIER: We might; but we
could not stop them from bringing 1t in.
That is the point. That is one of the wealk-
nesses that they do not suffer irom in the
United States of America.

Mr, ELparssToNg: Would the same position
not arise with regard to Canada and other
border countries where there is no prOhl’hl—
tion ?

The PREMIER: No. The United States
Government have the constitutional power to
srevent the importation of liguor; we have
riot that power. We have not got the power
to stop the importation, even if we had
prohibition. That is a Commonwealth matter,
hecanse interstate trade or overseas trade 1s
affocted. In the United States they have
puwer to prevent the importation of liquor or
soirite. 1f thev have power to prevent the
imporiation, then prohibition may or may not
be effoctive. My opinion of prohibition in this
country is that 1t is fairly obvious that before
we can get a solution oi this drink problem
there must be a better method of pro-
viding for that than by some legal prohibi-
tion which .is advocated by prohibitionists
in ihis State and other States. If we had
Australian-wide prohibition there would be a
far better chance of enforcing it. I helieve
it could be enforced so far as importation 1s
concoerned. But even that would not get over
the difficulty The experience in America 18
that there is distributed vile stuff which is
crusing no end of evil a,r{d disease, and other
liquor is entering America through what is

o



Liguor Acts Amendment Bill.

called “ beotlegging > and ‘‘ moonlighting.”
The Labour party have very carefully con-
sidered this matter. We have had a reference
tc liquor reform as a plank in our platform
for twenty years past. 1 confess candidly
that we have never yet arrived at a
thoroughly satisfactory policy in regard to
the drink cvil. The main plank of the
Labour party’s platform is ¢ State manu-
facture, importation, and sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors with an ultimate view to pro-
hibition.” The ultimate objective is the
entire extinction of the drink evil. I believe
that on those lines there is a fair chance of
reform extending, perhaps, over a good many
years. To initiate that reform it is necessary
to get the State control of the trade. How
can that be done? That is what is exercising
my mind. What an encrmous sum would be
involved if you had to purchase out the
existing trade. The purchasing of the exist-
ing trade and the paying of compensation to
those who are financially interested at the
present time not only preseats a tremendcus
problem from a financial point of view, but
15 would transfer to the State a vast number
of businesses that are not necessary.

Mr. MooreE: What has been the effuct of
State control?

The PREMIER: It has only been
attemipted in one centre.  Before the Babinda
Hotal was established there were innumer-
able sly-grog shops in that district. I think
there were Ofty prosecutions initiated by the
police, and, indeed, T think there were about
fifty convictions in the Babinda area. The
action by the police was not suceessful in
suppressing the illicit trade. The sly-grog
shops still existed very numerously in the
Babinda area. Since the establishment of
the State hotel there, it has to a large extent
suppressed the sly-grog trade in the area, and
the hotel has cffected this degree of reform—
it has given good aceommodation to the
people who stay at the hotel, it does not
dispense adulterated liquor, it does not serve
drunken men so far as the manager is able
to regulate it, and it has closed the liquor
bar at 10 o’clock at night without being
compelled to do so by any Act or special
obligation.

That may not be considered to be very
wuch in the direction of liquor reform, but it
is something ; and if the whole trade through-
out Queensiand were carried on on the same

basis as the trade is carried on in

[9 p.m.] the State hotel at Babinda. it
would mark a very considerable
advance towards curing the drink habits of
Queensland. I know the question of whether
State control is the first step towards the
ultimate extinction or ultimate regulation of
the liquor trade er any trade 1s open to
considerable contention. T have come to the
opinion that it is the most effective way to
get drastic control of the trade, and eliminate
unnecessary drinking housss, to curtail the
trade as far as practicable and to develop
the hotels, not solely as places for drinking,
but as places to provide accommodation for
travellers, and look after the social life of
the community and wean the people from
arink habits.

. Mr. Kenso: What would be your opinion
if State control was carried in October ?

The PREMIER: It is one of the most
difficult problems that face the State because
of the financial obligations involved. It is
not suggested that, if State control is carried,
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we shall have authority to confiscate all
breweries and other buildings conuected
therewith. We shall have to make scme
arrangement, before assuming to take control,

to compensate the existing interests. Tt 1s
the huge sum involved that creates the
difficulty.

Mr. KEeLso: Would it not be wise, then,

in view of your own statement, to delete that
question from the October poll?

The PREMIER : No; the Act provides for
it, and therefore it is not wise to delete it
from the ballot. I believe some satisfactory
sckeme can be evolved for the payment of
compensation over a period of time in order
to get possession of the trade.

My, HarTLEY: Was there not an arrange-
ment made with the Denham Governinens
about compensation?

The PREMIER: No; that was oenly in
regard to prohibition of licenses. I remcinber
what took place very well in two successive
sessions in 1911 and 1912. Thoe Deaham
Government were urged to allow a prohibi-
tion poll to be taken forthwith. They
realised, however, that vested interests in the
trade had to some extent to be considered,
because there vere a lot of people who could
ill afford to lose their all which they had
invested in the trade, and the Denbam
Government said under the prohibition pro-
visions that, if that question was carried, it
would not come into operation until 1925.
That was, the trade was allowed from 1912
to 1925 to preparc for it.

Mr. KEeugo: They might prefer money
compensation,

The PREMIER: I do not know that they
would. In any case, that was a consideration
by way of time compensation for the possible
loss of licenses, not a compensation for the
transfer of all hotel property to the State.
The amendiment that the hon. member for
Logan has moved is not an amendment which
is practicable, and I think he ought to with-
draw it and allow the Minister to move the
amendment he outlined, which will cure the
obvious defect in the original clause. (Hear,
hear!)

Mr. ELPHINSTONE ({Oxley): 1 sincerely
hope the hon. member for Logan will not
withdraw the amendment

OpposITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr, ELPHINSTONT : Because that is one
of the planks of the platform of this perty
on the liquor question, and we have deliber-
ately put it forward to confirm our conten-
tion that the liquor question should be
determined periodically by referendum of
the peonle.

The PrEvuzr: It does not say periodically.

Mr. ELPHINRTONE: I quite admit that
when you insert an amendment in a Bill of
this nature which is really a negative of the
whole principle contained in the Bill, you
cannot in a few words provide all the neces-
sary machinery which would be required if
this amendment was given effect to. It stands
to reason, though—as it is the determination
of the Government to withdraw the triennial
polls, and our amendment has for its object
reinstating those triennial polls—that the
amendment will not be carried, and that it
was not necessary for us to furnish amend-
ments to provide for the neccssary machinery
10 give cifect to it.

An HoNoOur4BLE MEMBER : Let it remain as

it is.
Mr. Elphinstone.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : No, because in the
is=ue before the people in the poll in October
they will only be asked to voice their opinion
on three issues—Siate control, prohibition,
and continuance. The difference betweon
that and our amendment is that we substi-
tute reduction of hours for State control.

The SecrrTaRY Tor Pusnic Laxps: You can
do that after you defeat the Covernment
proposal.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You could probably
do it with the machinrery referred to by the
Home Sceretary, with which I will deal
directly., We have always argued {hat we do
vot see any cure for the trouble created by
the liquor problem by instituting State con-
trol. State control has not been a success
in any direction where it has been practised
by the State. We cannot see that State con-
trol. where it would be subjected to the influ-
cnce of vested interests, 13 likely to causs
any permanent cure of this problemn. We all
admii that the wording of this amendment if
carried, would have to be altered; but we
know that the provision in the Bill is the
policy of the Government, and that our
amendment is thercfore not likely to be
adopted. Because of this we bave not gone
to the trouble to prepare a number of envse-
quential amendments. Tho Home Secretary
has carefully pointed out to us that, in spite
of the withdrawal of the triennial polls, the
machinery still exists for dealing with tho
liquor question; and the hon. member for
Fitzroy has given expresiion to his belated
satisfaction at the fact that he has still some
means of disposing of the liquor question
after the triennial polls have been disposed
of. If that is so, why did the Government
introduce the triennial poll Bill in 18207

The HowE SrcrerarRY: Because the pro-
visions I referred to do not come into force
so far as these resolutions are concerned until
1925. The prohibition people could not other-
wise have got an expression of opinion of
the people until then.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If prohibition had
been carried in 1920, it had to be affirmed
in 1923, and not put into force till 1925.

The Homr SeCRETARY: No; under the Act
the people could not give an expression of
opinion till 1925, By the 1920 Act we gave
them the right to sccure two expressions of
opinion, while we gave till 1925 to mature.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The machirery
which will exist after the passing of this
Bill alters the majority, and before it can
be put into operation it has first to be
initiated by a 10 per cent. request of the
people, all of which is going to entail cir-
cuitous machinery which is not going to bo
operative, and by reason of its troublesome-
ness is not going to be given effect to.
Those who. therefore, look to a solution in
the fact that machinery still exists will be
very dissatisfied.

The SecrETARY FOR PPUBLIC LAXDS: Do vou
think the people should be disturbed if they
have not sufficient interest to initiate a poll?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : There may be some-
ithing in that argument, but the point I wish
to stress is that the question of liquor reform
is so much a social question—it affectz every
mother, husband. man, and woman—that
opinions can be formed on it without outside
influcnece. Kvery man has an opinion on this
matter. It is so simple to ecome %o a conclu-
sion on it that it is one question above all
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others which the people should be allowed to
decide.

~ The PreMIER : 1§ is being entrusted to them
in October.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : The poll in October
has been largely nullilied by the introduction
of this meuzsure, which compromises it by
provision for the early closing of hotels I
argued on the second rcading that the mere
fact of introducing this Bill before the poll
in October is undoubtedly going to have a
material cffect on that poll.  Therc were
many people at the last poll who voted
prohibition because they had no other alter-
native, and they would sooner sce prohibition
carried than a continuance of the present
regime of the liquor interests.

At 9.10 p.m.,

Mr. Duxstaxy (Gympie), one of the pancl
of Temperary Chairmen, relieved the Chuir-
man in the chair.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I argue that they
are going to vote continuance, because they
know quite well that this measure is going
to give them the relief they wish for.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusric LaNDs: Do you
think that they should be forced into pro-
hibition ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No. I am one of
those who voted for prohibition at the last
poll, Hecause I would sooner see prohibition
carried than a continuance of the hours that
exist to-day.

The SecreTaRY For PusLic Lanps:
should you be forced into it?
mind cf your own.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: I have a mind of
my own, and I am going to exercise it.
There were many others similarly placed.
I have already said that I agree with the
Premier and the Home Sceretary in regard
to this question. I do not believe in jump-
ing from one¢ extreme to the other—that is,
to jump from practically unbridled liberty
to drink to the closing of all bars.

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
vou vote for continuance this time?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I do not consider
it is possible to expect people to accept
prohibition at once without many endeavour-
g to circumvent it. The taking of
liquor hecomes a habit with some people. 1
agree, therefore, with the principle that, if
we gradually introduce a reform of this
nature, we are going to achieve something
permanent. I have always argued that early
closing is the proper method, and I think 8
o'clock is a reasonable hour. We shall
probably find, as the people of Victoria did,
that the people will become accustomed to
§ o’clock closing, and they will be glad
enough to resort to an earlier hour later on.
The prohibitionists in America have many
arguments in their favour. To those who
have studied the industrial side of affairs in
America, there is no doubt that greater
efficiency has been manifested in many of
the industries.

The PreMiEr: Those workers who have
shown more efficiency are not getting higher
wages as a result.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is quite
another question, It would naturally
follow, if they were paid by results—which
is tho doctrine I always stand for—that they
would get greater pay. At the same time,

Why
You have a
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1 do not think the Premier is correct in his
statement. 1 read recently a statement by
that famous automobile manufacturer, Mr.
Ford, where he has stated that his works
diagrams clearly show that, whereas he used
to attain maximum efﬁcwncy on Tuesday
morning—that was giving the workers Mon-
day to overcome the effects of an orgy over
the week-end—he now gets maximum coffi-
ciency within an hour and a-half of starting
on Monday morning. Seeing that Mr,
Ford’s works are carried on on the system
of payment by results, it must follow that
his workers have achieved higher wages since
prohibition was carried.

The PrEMIER: Since 1920 there has been a
great  wage-slaughtering  campaign  in
America.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I do not wish to
introduce the wage question 1into the
matter. It must be admitted that if prohi-
bition were accepted by the people in a
proper sense, if they were prepared to agree
that it would eliminate many evils which
attack humanitr so much to-day, and for
which liquor is so much responsible, ne man
could argue that the prohibition of liquor is
anything but a desirable thing. But human
nature 1s human nature, and I agree with
the arguments that the best way to bring
about reform is by a gradual restriction of

the hours, teaching people by habit that
they can do without liqguor and its evil
cifects. I wish to conclude by pointing out

that the reason why this amendment has

been introduced by the hon. member for
Logan 1is simply to place on record the
method whereby we believe the question

should be determined—not by the direction
of anr Government, but by “the determina-
tion of the people. This is above all things
a qguestion which ought to be completely
entrusted to the people.

Mr. KING (Logan): 1 quite admit that
the amendment appears to be somewhat
crude, and that certain words have been
left out which should have Dbeen in.
Although I am half inclined to think that I
drafted the amendment all right, still the
words are not there, and I accept the respon-
sibility. I would like to amend the umend-
ment by inserting, after the words “a poll
shall be taken,” the words ““in the month
of October in every third year.”” That
would make the amendment perfectly clear.

The Homr SEecrrraRY: That would give
you two polls every third October. You are
makmfr no provision in the amendment for
the repeal of the October poll as it exists
to-day, and you propose to delete from my
clause the power to repeal the triennial
October poll.

My. KING: I do not see it.

The HCME SECRETARY: Tet me
explain it. In section 1914 provision exists

for taking a triennial poll every third Octo-
ber on three questions—nationalisation, pro-
hibition, and continuance. In the clause
under discussion, that poll is being repealed.
Under the amendment the hon. member
strikes out the repealing words, and he now
suggests that in the same month every three
years tnese other three questions are to be
submitted to the people at the same time, the
only difference being the reduction of hours.
That would mean that we would have two
polls in the same menth in the same year.
Amendment (Mr. King) put and negatived.
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The HOME SECRETARY: I move the
insertion after the word * repealed,” on line
45, of the words— .

“ Except for the purposes of giving
effect to the provisions of the said section
1914, in the event of any of the resolu-
tions therein mentioned besing carried at
the poll in October, one thousand nine
hundred andg twenty-three.”

Amendmeut agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 12— Amendment of section 204,
Railwuy refreshment-rooms ’—put and
rassed.

The House resumed.

REPORT STAGE,

The TeEMPORARY CHAIRMAN reported the Biil
with amendments.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Stopford, dlount Morgan): I beg to move—

*“That the Bill, as amended, be now
talken into consideration.”

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Osley): 1 would
like to ask the Minister when it is intended
to give effect to the Bill. At what date is
early closing meant to apply?

The HOME SECRETARY: As soon «ls
ever assent hias been obtained to the Bill,
will automatically come into operation.

Question put and passed.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of the Day for Thursday, 23rd August.

The House adjourncd at 9.23 p.m.





