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Industrial Arbitration, Etc., Bill. [l AuGUST.] Questions. 319 

WEDNESDAY, 1 AUGUST, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bm·tram, Marete), 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE INSTRUCTION IN APPLIED 

ELECTRICITY. 

Mr. SW A YNE (M.irani) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Instruction-

" 1. If, in view of its rapidly increas­
ing uso, there is any class at the 
Technical College, or at any of the 
schools under his control, through which 
those desirous of acquiring a practical 
knowledge of electrical apparatus, such 
as engine-ignition, small lighting plants, 
and other household and farm appliances 
as are labour-saving and tend to make 
country life easier, may obtain tuition 
in the same without having to become 
apprenticed to an electrical trade and 
taking up electricity as their sole occupa­
tion? 

" 2. Is there any law or regulation 
preventing private instructors from giv­
ing lessons on such linos?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) 
replied-

''1. Classes are held in the Central 
TcchnicaJ College for the purpose of 
instructing amateur students in the opera­
tion of motor cars, the electric ignition 
of internal combustion engines, the vari­
ous systems of car lighting, and the 
principle" underlying the operation of 
motor cars. Day clas,cs are also held 
for lads who intend to follow farm life 
in elementary electricity, magnetism, 
and varions elementary trade processes 
used on a farm. Full courses of instruc­
tion arc also provided for electrical 
fitters and mechanics engaged in the 
trade, and for telegraph a.nd telephone 
mechanics engaged in the Postmaswr­
General's Department. 

"2. There is no law or regulation pre­
venting private instructors from giving 
lessons. of any kind whatever, but such 
instructors are not pormi tted to teach 
in technical colleges." 

Cos·r OF COuNCIL OF AGRICULTURE TO 30TH 
JUNE, 1923. 

Mr. KING (J:ogan) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. What is !,he total cost to 30th 
June, 1923, of the Council of Agriculture 
since its inception? 

" 2. \Vhat is the total number of em­
nlovces from director downwards, and 
their total weekly salaries and wages? 

"3. \Vhat fees have been paid to mem­
bers of the Council, including their 
travelling expenses?" 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eachrun) replied-

" 1. £24,993 Os. 5d. 
"2. Thirty-one employees; £171 9s. 

5d. 
" 3. £2 2s,. per day sitting fees. £1 

lls. 6d. per day travelling allowance, 
with rail andfor Eteamer fares." 
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DELAY I~ DELIVERY OF FODDER FOR STARVING 
STOCK. 

Mr . .i:V10RGAN Piurilla) asked the Secrc· 
tary for Agriculture and Stock--

" 1. Is he aware that considerable delay 
is occurring in the delivery of fodder for 
starving stock after same has been 
granted by the department? 

" 2. 'V ill he make inquiries with a Y ic\\' 
of loca; ing the cause of delay a11d b:t ve 
sumo rmncdied ?n 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" 1. I am not aware that considerable 
delay has occurred in the delivery of 
fodder for starving stock. On the other 
hand. the department holds a large num· 
her of complimentary letters from farmer' 
in regard to the expeditious despatch of 
their requirmnents. 

·' 2. If the hon. member \vill submit 
any specific ca~e where it is thought delay 
has arisen, inquiries \Yill be rnad0." 

l~ThiPLOY:I!ENT OF Loc IL RESIDE~T~ oN TAR.\· 
SuRAT HAn.wAY ExTENSIO~. 

Mr. MORGAN a ked the Premier-
" 1. \Vill he instruct the engineer in 

charge of railway construction on the 
Tara-Surat extension to give immediate 
employment to the largo number of dis­
trict settlers and 'Yorkcrs regist0rcd for 
employment but up to the prose ut una blc 
to obtain work? 

"2. Is he aware that quill' a large 
number of settlcr3, urgently in need of 
relief work, have applied for employment 
on this line, but up to the prbeut have 
been turned down?" 

The PRE:NIIER (Hou. K G. Thc,edore. 
('hilla_qo,) replied-

" 1 and 2. OnP reason for C'OllllllCnciug 

this line was so that rr'liflf cuuld "be 
afforded to settle re in the di"trict \\ ho 
were in di -~trcssfnl circuiu~,tancc~ O\Ying 
to the severe drought through whirh they 
were passing. \Vhon the \\·ork com­
menced as many local settlers as could 
be placed were .. gi...-cn omploynwnt, and 
the number has been a,ddcd to from tinw 
to time. The total number of men no" 
employed on the line is 153, and the chief 
eno-inoer advisoo that he is not at prcsPnt 
in °need of additional labour." 

HEPAIR oF FENCE, STATE ::'-cnooL. Goo~DI\YIXDJ. 
Mr. MORGAN asked the Sccr<'lary for 

Public \Vorks-
" \Vill he exp!aiu why the \York of 

repairing the fence atound ihc State 
school at GDondiwindi has not been pro· 
ceeded with in view of the dcfinit<' 
promise gi v~n to the Ilou~e last sessi.on 
that the work would be gone on w1th 
immediately?' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
\Hon. W. Forgan Smith, J1facka!l) replied-

" Tho fence was not mentioned either 
by the hon. member or myself. The 
question of ,, dd1 twns and repau·s was 
submitted io the Department of Public 
Instruction, who recommended a'' fol· 
lows:-

(1) No action regarding additions. 
12) Expenditure upon fencing be 

further coneidered when funds are a\ ail­
able.'' 

CONTRIBUTION~ TO UNEI.IPLOYED INSURANCE 
FuND. 

Mr. HOBERTS (Hast Too''coomba) asked 
the Secretary for Public Works-

'" \Vhat amount of contributions has 
been made to the Unemployed Insurance 
Fund to the end of June, 1923 ?" 

The SEGHETARY FOH PUBLIC WORKS 
replied-

"Contributions, including Government 
grant, from the 1st March to 30th June, 
1923, £56,952 5s." 

C'ANC::LL\TIO~ Ol!' NOTIFICATION OF PRICES OF 
HA>! AND BACON. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tanan_qo) asked the 
Premier-

"' Owing to the present high cost· of 
feeding of pigs, will he direct thP Com­
missionN' of Prices to cane ·1 all prices 
r,otifications fixing the prices of ham and 
bacon?'' 

The PREMIER replied-
,, Decontrol is unnecessary, . as any 

increase in the price paid by the factories 
for pigs is allowed in the wholesale 
prices. Fixation does not, therEfore, 
affect tho price of pigs. Further, the 
limiting of profits on the retail prices of 
such commodities encourages consumption 
and to such extent stabilises the prices 
paid to the producer. During the past 
week the decontrol of prices as desired 
by the hon. member w~; also urged on the 
Commissioner by the proprietary corn· 
panies aud strongly opposed by a co­
operatiYe factory representative." 

Acno:-; OF Co:IDIOXWEALTH GovERNMEXT in re 
lNClllEXCE OF LK\lJ POISONING IN CHILDREN 
!:X Ql'EEN~LAND. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:'\E (Oxley) asked the 
I Iorne ~Pvretarv--

·· Ilave any steps been taken Ly the 
Conunonwealih Govf'rnmcnt in regard to 
conducting a n1edical investigation into 
the incidence of lead-poisoning in children 
in Queensland?"' 

Ho~. F. '1'. BHEXNA:'\ (Too1eoomba) re· 
plied-

" No ste11s have been taken beyond 
setting out the> scope and personnel of a 
pro} 1oscd inY·Pstigation.'' 

DATE FOR INTER~:s·r ox QuEENSLAXD LOANS TO 
BEcmrE SuBJECT 1'0 FEDEUAL INCO:IIE TAx. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE asked the Treasurer-
" 1. Has any definite date been ag-reed 

upon with the Commonwealth Govern­
ment after which the inteNst on Queens­
land loam wili be subject to Federal 
income tax? If so, what is the date? 

" 2. 'When Federal income tax becomes 
>o payable, will it apply to the interest on 
any loans issued prior to the date asked 
for in Question 1 ?" 

The THEASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
I 'lzilia_qoe) replied-

" 1. At the recent conference of Pre­
miers it was agreed that no tax-free loans 
should be issued after the 31st December 
11ext.. 

" 2. It is understood that all issues up 
to 31st December next will be iree of 
F('deral tax." 
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PAPER. 
The following papor was laid on the table, 

and ordered to Le printed:-

Report of the Police Investment Board 
for the year <ended 31st December, 
1922. 

PERSON.'I.L EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Barc-oo): Mr. Speaker, I 
desire to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. ~lORG.\X: An apology. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
Housr that the hon. member for Barcoo be 
allowed to make a perwnal cxplanat ion? 

HmrouRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\lr. Bl:LCOCK : Yesterday the hon. mem~ 
ber for Dalby took exception to a letter read 
by me on the 25th J uno, when I was speak~ 
ing on the lnduotrial Arbitration Act Amend~ 
ment Bill. In effect, this letter set out that 
a Mr. S. Spcnce, a dra.) man with his own 
turnout, was required to do certain work in 
conroection with the recent election for Mr. 
Vowles's committee, and was refused pay­
ment for his services, his loss in thi;; connec­
tion being 5s. 6d. Since the hon. member 
denied the chargn I have pursued inquiry 
into the matter, and regret that, by a strange 
set of circumstance-:; Mr. Vowlos's nan1e was 
mentioned in this connection. I would like 
to outline these circun1stances, and in so 
doing 'o point out that my production of 
the letter was brought about by Mr. Vowlc:,'s 
udounded accu,-.ation that we employed non~ 
union labour to produce onr election signs. 

~1r. VO\VLES: You are a twjstcr. 

Mr. BULCOCK: In order to make the 
position cloar, 1t i:.: neces::ary for me to refer 
to a -jgncd report by Organiser Funnell of 
the Auotralian Worker"' L.:nion. In this 
report he states l\1r. Sponce was instructed 
to dclivPr certain goods to Brook street poll~ 
ing-booth for Mr. Vowles's committee of the 
1\ationaJi,t partv. This letter was dictated 
by :Ylr. Fu nell to a stenographer in the 
Aus1ralian \Vorkers· Union office, \Vho unfor­
tunately sub3tituted "Vowlos" for "Fowles.'' 
Subsequently l\lr. Funncll's report came 
before '\Ir. District Secretary :Ylurtyn, of the 
Australian ·workers' Union, and in a letter 
based on this report, he, knowing that the 
phrase "Vowles's committee of the National­
iat party " wa:~ incorrect, as l\1r. V..,. owles was 
not associated >Yith the Nationali~t party. 
sub, tjtutcd " Country'' for "N atio~1ali:::t" 
party, believing- the designation of party to 
he wrong rather than the name. 

l\ir. HYNES: The same species of bird. 

Mr. BPLCGCK: The effect of this on his 
letter wns that. the communication I read in 
the House read "Vowles's committee of the 
Country party." (Opposition laughter.) 

It is a matter for regret that the name of 
a gentleman. who by his absence from the 
Chamber cannot afTer an explanation to the 
House, has been introduced, as it is easily 
under~tood that the t;ent1cman in question 
may not have been responsible for the action 
of his con1mlttce. 

In any c ,e, and to show the case with 
which the t.,-o gentlemen in question may be 
confounded, I am informed that during the 
n:cent cttrnpa.ign the " Courier" attributed 
a speech made by Mr. Fowles to rhe late 
leader of the Country party. 

1923-x 

In order that honourable members mav 
perceive that in making the statement I di~l 
I was actuated by no motive of political 
dishonesty, I am prepared to place both 
Organiser Funncll's report and J\1r. Martyn's 
subsequent letter, together with Mr. Spence's 
voucher shm,-ing 5s. 6d. short pay, on the 
table of the Home, should hon. members so 
desire. 

I >vould add the: t we of the Labour party 
have no_ need for misrcprcsentation-(Oppo­
sition laughtcr)-as our cause is able to 

succeed on its o\Yn inherent truth. 

NERANG RIVER BRIDGE AND SOUTH­
POR'I'~BURLEIGH ROAD BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDN 
(Hon. \V. McCorrnack, Uairns): I beg to 
rnove-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vholo to consider of the desirable~ 
neH of introd;tcing a Bill to v<tlidate 
certain agreements entered into by the 
Secretarv fnr Pub! ic Lands with certain 
local authorities and persons relating 
to cert.ain road and bridge improvements 
and a certain quarry site near Southport. 
and for other concequential purposes." 

Question put and p.:ssed. 

L\lDl:STRIAL ARBITHATION ACT 
A::WE~DMEl\T BILL. 

RESU3!PTIOX OF COM1!ITT:::E. 

(.tir. ItinNm, Jlrislmn , in the chair.) 

ClauRC 27-" clmcndmcnt of scctio.7 .90-­
Power of inspection by urlion nffir'i([ls.n­
on which Mr. Monrr' (--lubiunp) had moved 
the orni~sion of the follo\Ying paragraph:~-· 

" In the second parag-raph of the said 
section, the ords ,; converse '\vith or 
otherwise hamper or hinder thL' 
en1ployeeb tlul'ing their \vorking; time. 
but " arc repealed. and tho \Yards " wil­
fnllv hamper or hinder the employees 
during their '\Yorking titnc, and " <:~re 
inserted in lien thereof." 

l\1r. MAXWELL (Too10ong): The leader 
of the Conntry party is to be congratulated 
fc.r dra· int; attention lo one of the most 
dat,gcrous clau,·es in this Bill. To allow 
nnv union ~~..-_·crctarv to unhinge a 1nau's 
bu'Sinens vYilL in a 'good many C_lSf·~, n1can 

ruination. It is onlv ncces3ary for rne to 
t" ke my own indust;·y by way of i!lustra~ 
tinn. To place this po~>er in the hands of 
a rru1n who is carrying out tho red objec­
tive, or tho wiping out of the c•nployer­
which is practinlly what the party on the 
other side is committed to-could ea,dy 
moan ruin to the ornploycr without any 
d1fficu.ltv ·whatever. It i·, onlv nc.~e~shry for 
m., to lllu,trate mv point. If I had a cer­
tain number of illcn carrying out certain 
work in this Chamber, and the union secre­
tn r~: camo in and wanted to discuss matters 
of -interest to himself and, perhaps, matters 
of interut to the union, thoro is nothing 
to prevent those mon who are working 
from destroying th.a work they have been 
doing- throughout the day. The Secretary 
for Public Works is a practical man. and 
he knows that that is correct. The pro­
posed clause threatens the efficiency of the 
worker. I will quote something that was 

Mr. JJ1axwell.] 
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said b\ ex-Senator J. V. MacDonald at the 
En1u t}tl rk ConferenC'r~-

" Th('rc \V ere \Vrt~ :, of gaining their 
ends, ::-uch as taxation and competing 
the capit>tlist out of Lusiness." 

This is ono method whereby the employer 
of labour could be put out of employment. 
I will take the words of :. man like Mr. 
Judd, the author of "The Case for the 
O.D.U." Mr. Judd is a man who knows 
what he is talking about, and he says in 
co1mection with this matter and in dealing 
with the two clasces-

" Capitalist class ownership of the 
socially operated means of production, 
&£:., di-ddcs the pcoplf' into t\vo separate 
and di,tinct. economic cJagges-one, the 
class of employers: the other. the cla·-s 
of wage "orkers. The employers arc 
the c.1pitalist ,class, the employees the 
\Yorlnng cluss. 

It is news to me that the employers are the 
capitalic.t class. I am quite satisfied that 
the Mini ter is not a capitalist and that 1 am 
not a capitalist 

I ,,-ant to point out to the hon. gentleman 
that there al'C; union secretaries and nH:n 
as~ociait~d with unions who arc pled§l;ed to 
\vipc ont th2 ernplo.Ycr. 

~'1.. Gon:rt:niEXT ME:IIBER: Rot! 

Mr. l\I \XWELL: It is rot. It is a 
lot of utter 1:on '"'S", yd men like the hon. 
mcmb--rs on tlw other side of the Chamber 
ass(lcintc tlwrnscive~ with rot like that. All 
one ha., to do is to ann lyse their own labour 
paper to appr ciatc that .. 

The Sr.r-m:T\lW FOR PlSBLlC LANDS: v\'hat 
arc you going to do about it'? 

lvtt~. lvL\X\VELL: I aru going to raise n1y 
prol' 't br•re. Wh:rt i.< the Secretary for 
Puhi'c Land:; c:o;ng to tlo "bout 1t? . At the 
ConYcr>tion !JP1d in t.1 >· Trrrdes Hall rn 1921, 
he .~poke -1.,air~ t '.;hat was being clone, and 
no\V he has swallo\vcd the programme bolus 
bolus. 

There is another nsprct of the case which 
appeals to me. From 8 o'clock to ,12 o'clock, 
according- to thn a\Yard, the man sellb h1s 
labour to hi~ cmp'o , anti from 1 o'clock to 
5 o'clol k h0 <lo( l rw same. c --rtain 11rnita­
tio'l'1 2 re p';~ccd in the principal Act by 
\vh1ch a ut'ion sf'crTt-,rv cannot go in and 
injltr<: n btl~irH'"S dur:ng- ;vorking hours. Th l~t 
pro1 C>i ·on · s now gc to be ~crnovcd,. and 
tl1o ut ion st~cn:L r.~ ~~ b g1ven a n~ht. 
iJr< 'l ·.~1ivf' of \\h-th,-r a mall is paid horn 
8 to 12 or from 1 to 5 o'clock, to unhing;c the 
whole of the buciue '· What abouL the 
position of rrwn ;1 :-:ociat{'d with our prlnwry 
product.•? Arc thosf' men not hampered and 
hinrkrcd qu'tc -.111fic r•ntly without l-.avmg 
this kind of thing plaud upon them? I 
kno\v of i1 stances \VhPre rnen who are a·_socl­
atcd with the primal": products ar. cm the 
vergo of starvation and can hardly gr-t a 
living. It rr~<l? bo said that I am railing 
"stinking fish," hut I do not want to do 
that. vVe have it fmm EOme of the members 
on this side of the Fl r·use that relief had to 
bn gi\·-i'·n to somr~ of them, and now a clause 
similar to this is being inserted in the, Bill 
whercbv the'" men are to be hindered and 
hara~se.d. The:;' are going to he oppr<cssed 
h:v some of these or:.;>tnisers who are going 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
country with a view to getting the workers 
to link up. While th-y are linking them up 
I would like them to try and get them work. 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

If thev would do thnt, they would certainly 
bo doing· sonw good. The hon. gentleman 
would have b.'en lwttct· advised--

The CI-IAIK\lA.:\': Order' I appeal to 
hon. members of the Committee, if th''Y wish 
to COllYCrsc, to convPrsc in lower toni~ ~. I 
think the hon. H!Plnbcr for Too\vong is sp ak­
ing under considerable disadvantage, ancl I 
olso appeal to hon. members, on bchaif of 
the Prc -. and " llaiJsard·' staff, who v\·ant 
to hear distJ'nctly alJ that hon. members 
sa_v. If there is less interruption, hon. mem­
ben will not have cause to comp:ain of being 
misquoted or misreported. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

11r. MAXWELL: I do not wish to break 
the rulm of debate by traversing; , he whole 
Bill from beginning to end, but .t is nothing 
but a class-conscious Bill. If the hon. gentle­
man had desired_ to do something which 
would have been of benefit to the commtwity, 
lw knows perfectly well where he could havo 
started in connec.ion with it; and, instead 
of introducing an amendment such as this, 
he could have dealt with matters of more 
vital importanc<e which would have created 
a better uncle rstanding between employers 
and employees. 

Mr. Cou.rxs: You are doing all the talking: 
on that side. 

::Ylr. MAXWELL: I submit there is a 
lll'C{) ,it:v to do a gTeat amount of talking. 
The hon. nwmber and some of his friends did 
not inention Inatters such as this whon they 
werP on th::- hu3tingf'. That '\Yas kept for 
auothcr place. I do nol refer to the wonder­
ful Emn Park Convrn11 ion, but one hr..;:: to be­
guided and ]pc] by the information that is 
cnnycy~.__~d in the Labour pap,- rs, and also in 
th•c paper:. associated with the One Big 
Cnion a-, to what is like!"· to eventuate. 

A Gov"RNJ\IENT MEMBER: What i· the 
"O.B.E."? 

:\1r 1\IAXWELL: I think it stands for the 
British Empire, which is good enough for 
me. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : T8ll us 
about tlw One Big Union, 

:\1r. 3-IAXWELL: I will tell you about the 
Ono Big Union. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will confine his remarks to the 
amendment. 

~fr. MAX\VELL : I was drawn off the 
track. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would advise the hon. 
member to address the Chair and not be 
drawn off the track. 

:\fr. :\1AXWELL: I was addres•ing the 
Chair. and already you had to ask hon. 
members to give me an oppol'tunity to explain 
the position. Tlw Secretary for Public Lands 
wanted certain information convec. eel to him, 
and I '"ant to point out to hi~ that the 
pnamble of the One Big Union is exactly 
the came as the preamble of the I.vV.W .. 
and these me•J opposite have swallowed all 
of it. I want to say, also, what I sai<l to a 
number of people in Australia eleven or 
twelve years ago-that is, that they were 
then on the cdg;o of a precipice, and they are 
on the edge of " precipice still. (Interrup­
tion.) I am emphasising it now. I want to 
point out to tho workers in Queensland that 
1 hese gentlemen who are posing as their 
friends are not their friends at all. It has 
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been proved that they are hindering and 
hara:-.:-1ng thcrn all they possibl:, can. 1 ven­
ture to "' v that the introduction of an amend­
meLt SU'·h as this is going to hinder and 
hara~.:1 rncn in 1 heir businc,,s; a.nd, as I 
pointed out a moment ago, an employer has 
tu pay his employees for working certain 
huurs, and if the privilege is going to be 
given to union secretaries to come in and 
hinder these rnen in their work, you arc 
going to interfere with the carrying on of 
busiuess in a proper and legitimate way. Is 
there I o be no consideration at all for those 
oubide the industrial section in the com­
mnnity? Is thote to be no consideration 
given to the man on the land 'I \Ye know 
that the Premier has stated that lands· are 
to be thrown open for selection with a view 
to trying to make this country of ours what 
we want it. It £eems lo me that what they 
are trying to make this country is what the 
"Red Objective" stands for-a co-operative 
commonwealth. 

GovERNii!ENT ME1IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAXWELL: I thoug-ht I would got 
it. The Secretary for Public Lands knows 
what it means, and he told them at that 
convention at tho Trades Hall in October, 
1921, what it was. I have quite suflicient 
faith in him to know that he is exactly of 
the same opinion now as he was then, but, 
like a good .many other hon. members oppo­
site. he has swallowed this with a view to 
p!a<;ating these men, and that the time may 
ultimately come for them to say, " If you 
don't like what we are doing, get out." 

The SErRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \~That 
will ha pp en to you? 

Mr. MAXWELL: If you persist in your 
mad-brained scheme, it will be ruination, and 
neither you nor any other man can say 
an;;thin'l' clso. 

Mr. RIORDAN : You were responsible for 
sending the delegation homo. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is the same old 
claptrap which \le have heard before. Hon. 
members opposite can taik about the delega­
tion till tho cov, s come home but we have 
arrived at the position to-dav that the Go­
vernment arc introdt10ing mcO:suros which are 
detrimontal to the interests of the whole of 
t.he community, and I would be wanting in 
my duty. as the representative of a city 
electorate, were I not to draw attention to 
the matter. 

Mr. HYNES: You are taking a biassed 
view. 

The SErRETARY FOR PT'BLIC L.\NDS: You 
are always telling us about a revolution. 

Mr. MAXWELL: In Melbourne they said 
that, if thPv could not get what they wanted 
by a peaceful revolution, then it would be a 
"bloody revolution." 

GOVER~ll!ENT MEMBERS: Oh, oh! and 
laughter. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That was said by your 
friend, Mr. Ros·. Hon. members opposite 
are the gont!emen who are supporting and 
assisting Mr. Ross by introducing an amend­
ment such ao this. I do not know that there 
is any use in attempting to plead with the 
hon. gentleman to withdraw this. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not a 
bit. (GDvernmont laughter.) 

Mr. l'.iAX\VELL: Union secretaries are 
paid to do certain wDrk in specified times, 
and they have no right to go into certain 
industria,, and illjlll'o thorn, and try to create 
discord by carrying out the "Red Objective" 
which has hcen framed bv the Labour Con­
ventions. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith, Jfacka.IJ): It is 
rather unusual to be ac:cused in connection 
with an ainenfL,lent rnovcd bv '·Orncone else. 
Tho hon. member has denO'unccd me for 
introducing lhe amendment which is now 
before the Committee, but that amendment 
was moved by the l"adcr of the Country 
party, and all the remarks of the hon. mem· 
ber for Toowong apply to the leader of the 
Country part.y as tho mover of the amend­
ment. 

Mr. MAX\\'ELL: No; I am referring to the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' WORKS: 
It is ouite uncalled for for a member of 
the United party tD accuse the leader of th'} 
Count.ry party in that way. Let me apply 
myself to the question of the paragraph of 
the clau··0 \vhich it is propo·ed tD omit. 
The hon. member for Toowong. following 
the example set. by oth<>r hon. members 
opposite yesterday, i•, attempting to add a 
few verses to the new book of lamentations 
-the lamcntatiDns of the Opposition in the 
Queembnd Parliament. He predicts that 
all kinds of awful things will happen if a 
union ollici.al is allowed to go on to jobs 
where men \Yho arc rne1nbcrs of his union, 
or men ongarcd in tlw calling of which his 
union is a party, are engaged. Then he set 
ont the posfibilit7 cf men engaged in flatting 
the panels in this Chamber being disturbed 
hv thP union official, and immediately knock­
illg off \Vork and engaging in conversation, 
with the result that som<> of the panels would 
be spoilt. Hon. members will ~otice, if 

they read the clause. that any 
[4 p.m.] ofl1cial who wilfully ha,npers 

anybodv engaged in an industrial 
operation is liable to a penalty for a breach 
of the Act. Assuming that the hon. member 
w"s charged with the decoration of this 
Chamber, and assuming that his men were 
engaged at the work of flatting the panels, 
does he suggest for a moment that his men 
would knock off in the middle of a panel 
in order to have a yarn with somebody who 
called on the job? 

Mr. MAXWELL: It IS possible. 

The SECRET A R Y FOR PUBLIC WIIHKS: 
If they would do that, the hon. member 
must havP a peculiar type of man engaged 
in his business, a.nd I am satisfied th"t the 
man who would do such a thing would not 
last long with the hon. member. All that 
is asked is the right of the union official to 
visit jobs where work is being carried on. 
Nothing is proposed in the Bill which is not 
already actually in oper.ation. I~ all ,c<;ses 
where work is being earned on umon of!1c1als 
can visit the men and look round the job. 
No objection to that can come from em­
ployers who are faihfully carrying out award 
conditions'. Objections can come only frDm 
those employers who desire to break awards. 
They do not like a union of!1cial to come .on 
the job, because he may IDdgo a complamt 
with the department that a breach Df the 
award is taking place. This clause will only 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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hit those people who are cncleavouring to 
evade their legal obligations, and no new 
prinei p le is involved. 

Amendment (211r. jl{ oore) put and 
negatived. 

Clause 27 put and passed. 

Clause 28-" Amendment of section 92-
Regulations"-

Mr. DEACON (Cunninulwm): I move the 
insertion, after line 20, page 7, of the fol­
Jowing paragraphs:--

,, (i.) Provide for the appointment of 
local officers having povver to grant tD 
inexperienced or slow workers permis­
sion to engage in \Vork such as is Ltsually 
-carried on in farn1ing operations on 
·dairy farrns, fruit. farms, or agricul­
tural farms at such rates of wages as 
arc fair and rea~onablc. 

" (ii.) Provide that agreements of 
farm learners made prior to the pass­
ing of this Act shall remain in force 
as if this Act had ndt been pn5sed." 

The dause, as it stands, ·does not provide 
for the inefficient worker in farming opera­
tions. There are large numbers of inefficient 
w:orkers in farming operations, and a pro­
V]Slon such as I propose 1neans a great deal 
to snch men It will enable men who can­
not be clas5ed as efficient workers to get 
employment in perhaps the only indnstry in 
which tlwy are able to obtain employment. 
It oft<cn happens that men who cannot 
hold th0ir own in other callings come down 
BYCntually to the fanning indu~trit"''· 

Mr. CoLLI).;S: Yon "·ill always get ineffi­
cient labour when you .do not" pa;. a good 
rato of v.-afE:..S. 

l\Ir. DEAC0::-.1 : The second paragraph of 
the anleJJdmont ·will pruscrve right~ und0r 
agTC"mont', rnadn by farrners \\'ith farn1 
!carm'rs. It is important that they ehould 
ren1ain in operation, because, if these young 
men have not the opportunity of learning, 
they cannot beco1no efficient. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. vV. Forgan Smith, Mackay): The 
thing the hon. member desires to attain 
has already been achieved in the principal 
Act, and we are not interfering at all \Yith 
the power which industrial magistrat<•s have 
of granting permits to slow and inefficient 
workers. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is not the policy of 
the Government. It is just a matter of 
direction. The;.· arc oppos.•d to it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBL[C WORKS: 
Does the hon. n1ornber ~:mggcst that \Ye have 
given instructions to rnagistratrs? 

Mr. VowLES: :"-lo. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The sngg0stion is absolutely false and a 
reflection on the magistrates of Queensland. 
No dictation has oYer been given to any 
n1agrstrate to my knowledge, and n1y 
d0partmcnt has never given in~trurtions 
regarding this rnatter at all. It is purely 
a matter in which the tnagi,stratc exr:rcisc~.; 
his judicial functions. Any man has the 
rig·ht to appear before him and ask for 
a permit as a slow, aged, or inefficient 
worker, and the union has the right to he 
represented at the hearing, which is umally 
in the magistrate's room, and on the facts 
the magistrate makes his determination. 

Mr. VowLES: On the facts? 

[Hon. W. Forgan Srnith. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Yes. The hon. member must have a very 
poor i·dea of the magistrates of Queensland 
ii he thinks that a permit is given or 
refused otherwise than on the fact.s. My 
opinion-and I am acquainted with many of 
the magisb'ates of this Stato-i,g that we 
have a very able bo.dy of men, who are 
not to be condemned even by a soh.c1tor 
practising in Dalby. If the hon. member 
has been unfortunate in ploa.ding a case 
boforf' sorne magistrate, I consider it to bP 
very ·wcak-,·ory mean, as a mat~Pr of fact-~ 
for him to make such a suggestiOn. 

l\fr. VOWLES: I do not care wh:'' you 
sa v. I sa v that the policy of the Govern· 
ment is against it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If the hon. member is aggrieved. he can 
apneal. He would be justified in doin,- that 
if he is prepar~d to say 1hat the t;>agJ~trat~s 
d') not rlo then dutv-1or that IS what Jt 
reallv amounts to. ii'nll provision is made 
in t11e principal Act for thP hon. member's 
ftr't point, and therefore I cannot ag-re0 
\Yith the arr.enrlment. It would be unnecos­
snrily duplicating- the 0xlst.i\n~ provisio?. 
vV1th rc"ard to his second pomt, he Will 
sec that t-~lausP 30 provides~ 

"N0thinll' in this Act contained sh-, 11 
he comtruPd to repeal or otherwise lim1t 
tho operai.ion of any existing award." 

'Jhnt mcam that nothing; in the Bill w1ll 
hnye anv rctrospcctiv<' effort. If the agree· 
ments for knrncrs such as the hon. membc., 
has in min.d were valid wh0n. they wer

1
o 

pntcrcrl into, the passage of th1s Bill WI:I 
rot int,.rfPrP "\vlth them in anY way. Th1g 
Bill onlv applies to cases that will come 
b< rore the court after the Bill bocomes _Jaw. 
If th-e n grccments with r<'gard to a!(l'IC~I­
tnral aoJ)rcntires are valid under the prm 
ci ;>al Act. i·hen they \Yill contimt<' to be so. 
On those ~rrounds I canrot accent the amend­
ment. and I would point ont to the hon. 
member that it is quite unnecessary. 

Mr. DEAGON (Cunninqham): Indm,trial 
magistratP-~ arc not to bo found in every 
r-entre. I ha'. c onlv two or three m my 
Plcctoro te. What would happen in a place 
like Cli fton? 

The SECRET\RY FOR Pc:nLIC WORKS: We­
have power to ar:point am· Government officer 
as an industria] mag·istrate. 

Mr. DE <\CON: Any clerk of p _ tty sc.,sions? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: Y os: 
anv clerk of petty sessions or labour age:ot 
co{lld be appointed as an indu~trin 1 mag.Is­
trnte. \Vh0re th0re arc no induetnal 
magistrates we appoint clerks of p2tty se'-swns 
as industrial magistrates. 

Mr. DEAC0::-.1: There are placc'l where 
there are not clerks of petty sessions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS: Yon 
cannot expect the GoYcrnment to appoint 
an industrial magistrate for every farn1er on 
tho Do,.vns. 

:t.h. IlEA CO:--;-: No; but I would like some­
one appointed temporarily in the different 
centres. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 1'1 all 
the important townships there is an i!idus­
trial magistrate. Any Government office: can 
be appointed by the Executive Council as 
an industrial magistrate. 
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:Ylr. DEACON: In Allura there is a ser­
geant of police. Would he have power to 
isslE' permits? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC W mms : We 
could give him power. We could appcint 
him as an industrial magistrate for the pur­
poses of the Act. 

Mr. DEACON: Under the present Act? 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: VVe 

have that power at preseut. 
Mr. KELSO: To appoint any Government 

S·Prvant? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOR''S: Yes. 
Mr. VoWLES: To follow the Government 

policy. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: \Vhat 

does the hon. gont~0man rrH:an bv that it,tl'r-
jection? As a matter of · of the 
peace can he appoi11t d rn~1gl:;;tratos. 
The hon. mornbt•r for Cunnirw:ham can rest 
acsurcd that. when this Bill ],"''"111<'' law and 
is applic<J blc to the ru:al industry, I will 
sec to It that 1ndustnal nutcr·t~trate~ arc 
appointed jn suffieient nurnb rs nto carry out 
the operations of the Act. 

Mr. DEACON: I am pleased to hear that. 
I wish now to deal with tlw second part of 
my amendment. Clause 30 of the Bill reads--· 

"Nothing in this Act contaiued shall 
be construed to repeal or otherwise lnnit 
the operation of any existing a''rard.'" 

That mcanf; any exi.:3ting award of the court; 
but th0rc are agreements in forco that am 
not awards of the court. 

The bECRET\RY FOR l'VBLIC \VORKS: If the 
agreements that lun·e been ·eutcred into arc 
legal agrecment3 under the existing la,,~. then 
this Bill will not affect thorn. · 

Mr. DEACON: Does the hon. gentlemnn 
mean agreements under the principal Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC \VORKS: There 
can be no agreements under the principal 
Act, bocaus·c it does not apply to rural 
workers. 

Mr. DEACON: Any agroc>ment that is 
legal will not bo disturbed? 

The SECRETARY FOR PrELW Womm: It will 
not be disturbed. This Bill does not propose 
to inted•Tc 1vith existing condition,;. It will 
only deal with futuro conditions. 

:\lr. IlEACO:\': I understand. 

Mr. BDWARDS (_Yanango): The hon. 
tnember for Cunning ham can· be conrrratu­
lated on bringing this matter forward." The 
hon. gPutleman in charge of the Bl11 assures 
us that a sufficient number of public servants 
v...-ill be appointed as _industrial mngi;3i.ratcs 
to carry out the operatJOns of the Bill. That 
is an important· !natter so far as the agricul­
tural centres are concerned. 

Mr. COLLI~S: VI' e are represent.ing them 
over hero, and we are taking fuil rec.ponsi­
bi!Ity for that. 

Mr. BDW ARDS: Take the case of immi­
~rants coming to this country, who, in manv 
Instances. go on the land wi1ling to \York and 
are agreeable to do whatever thrv are able 
to do. I am sure the hon. gerl1lcman in 
charge of the Bill and manv other con 
members opposite will agree that it will b~ 
a pitiable thing to see t.hos<l men turned 
~way because they are not able through 
mexponence to command the full rate of 
wages. They should be allowed to work at 

a rate which is fair and reasonable for men 
going on to work that is new to them. Then, 
again, there arc rnen who eon1e frory1 the 
towns to the farming districts who kuow 
nothing whatever about the farming oc< c upa· 
tion. It takes them at least twelve months or 
two ears to le-arn suillcient to enable j hem 
to do a little work without having someone 
to instruct them. Every consideration sl1ould 
be gi.-cn to tbosc men to induce them to 
work on the land. I take it that it is the 
aim of tfl" Govl'rllm<'nt and the whole of thE' 
people of Queensla11d to-day to induce people 
to leave largo centres of population and go 
and _,-ork ill the country, ar;d th2 GoYcrn­
ment should sec that tho chances of thos<· 
po,ple are not jeopardised, and that they arc' 
not driven back again into the large centre(,: 
of populatiol!. 

Amc•ndmcnt (Jir. Dwcon) put and nega­
tived. 

l\Ir. KERR (Enogucra): I beg to mo.-c, on 
page 7, lino 37, the insertion of the following 
~ubclausc: --

" (iv .) Provide for the fullest dcgreo of 
efficic'ncy po·,sible, by vocational trn ining 
or b:v other n1cans 1 in a trad0 or calling 
for any person who on account of ans 
reason is unskillcd in any trade or call­
ing." 

Tho object of thio amendment is to secure to 
any rnan, irrespective of age, a C'hancc in 
life to learn a tracl''· On looking at thP 
principal Act, it would appear that there ;,_ 
already Jll'nvisi,cn for that. The words " any 
per :on under tvveuty-onc years of age., iu 
the- definition of · " apprentice" under l hP 
principal Act have been repealed, which 
nu~ans that an appn:ntice c.1n no\V be a 
person of any •lg'c. \V,, find that undet: this 
clause rPguln.tioEs can be rnadc prOY1ding 
for the carli0st and la'cst age at wbich a.u 
aprrcntico C'all be approntiecd. I ·want to 
make clc•ar the 'noaning of the word " appren­
tice." If you look at any dictionary, yo11 
will ftnd that the meaning is simply '' a. 
learner.'' Thjs anwndmcnt is n1ovcd Eolely 
with the view to la;·ing down clefi,Iitoly when· 
dw boy is to stand in the comrnunit..1· to-day. 
In the professional occupations of life, c.uch 
as barrister or accountant. it is not ncc:~;,sars 
for a boy to start at sixteen years of age. 
"\ man may start at eighteen, twenty, thirty. 
or forty year:::; of age, and bccon1e a baT· 
ri~tcr. You ea n find that in evCry a venue 
of eniploynleLt, barring the trades, a, n1an 
can start at at.v time in life to learn eome· 
1 hing for his ft;·turo personal benefit and for· 
the ben .fit of t.h0 community generally. In 
<'Ul' Hailway Department, the man who 
b{'COincs a station-1nustor or a night offic"'r i~ 
lirst appointed as a porter. anJ his age can 
range from twcnt.} -one years up to thirty­
five. That man 1~ g'ivcn a chance in life tc 
learn a trade. A l~bourer mav b workinv 
in a worbhop. and he may w{,h to become 
a ntoulder, a bra.~ finbhcr, or a woodworker, 
but bccau:-e he i; OYE'r sixte0n year~ of agf 
hP is debarred. Ho cannot qw,lify for those' 
po:-itions simply hccausr:: hr~ miss('d his chan(" 
in life when he \Yas a bov sixteen vcar."> of agP. 
It has been represented' to mo many times-: 
and I have made specific inquiry. and 1 find 
it correct-that it. is possible in Brisbane in 
a number of our factories to-dav for a man 
to receive the ncce:-:-.::ary instruct'ion iricspcc­
ti Ye of his ag-e to be>cmue a tradesman. I 
know there aro snveral difficulties in t.hi' 
regard, but they are ea oily got over. T .k" 
the case of the men half way through their-

Mr. Kc1·r.] 
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apprenticeship when they wcnt to the war. 
They came back unslr:·:lled a ft.l•r serving part· 
of their apprenticeship away frorn An'•t alia. 
on rniliiar, dutv and wcr(~ any\vhen~ fl'otn 
t'wcntv-two' to t\;1 l;ntv-fiye vpar.:- ~)t' ao·e. The 
Repatriation Department~ saw how 

0

tmt rtu­
nate \vas the posi ion of thw,c tncn who \Ycre 
g·oing to lose t-heir occupation in lif<'. and 
they came to the rescue, and in Au~tralia 
attended to 17.000 men over twcntv-one voar> 
of ago. In~tead of these rr1cn beill'g clasSifJPd 
as unskilled labourers, to-dav they arP enjoy­
ing 1ho bencf1ts of being skilled tradesmen. 
Son1ething like 13 .. 000 men OYer twenty-one 
years of age have so con1plctcd their indon­
tures. Tho Commonwealth Go,·ernmont did 
not ask the employer to pay the unskillt'd 
man the full rate of \Yagcs, but they paid 
to the emplover the difference bel woen t ho 
unskilled and ckilled ratn as u sub,id-·. 
They made a completc> gift of tens of !hall­
sands of pounds in thi,, connection, and ,:aYe 
£96.000 for general purposes. Tho Common­
wealth GoYernment. to giYo these men over 
tv,:onty-onf' yerrrr; of ago a. chance of learn­
ing a ski!lod trade, spent altogether ov<'r 
£4.000 {)QO in Australia. It is apparent to 
cYcry reasonable thinking man that some­
thing may eventuate in the early portion of 
a ycung man's life that may penalise him 
for the remainder of his life. His paro.tts, 
i11 a number of cases, are to blatne, a:-; t}l(•y 
ha vo not looked after the interests of the 
boy. The} allow a bo~· of fourteen year.' to 
go our- to work j f he can earn 10s. a week, 
nnd, after he g-ets beyond sixteen years. it 15 
too late for him to learn a trade. :we know 
that in Queensland we can place a gn•at 
11umber of bricklayers, plasterers. and other 
skilled men in their trades. We have the 
rC>ticulfltion \York in connr~ction with the 
VVatcr and Se\.vrrago Board operations ron1-
mencing shortly. when there ,,-ill be an open­
ing for 200 slollcd plumbers and others. 
To-day wo have not got those trades.nen. 
vVe have the unfortunate exietence in Queen,_ 
land of tho condition of affairs which was 
disclosed b.v a quesi ion I arkod of the S:·crc­
tarv for Railways the other night. The 
reply disclosed how, in the Raih,-av Depart­
ment alone, the avenues for boys have been 
reotricted. \Ve find that for three vears 
prior to the Government taking office the 
.dopartmf'nf harl placed 1.500 boys. whi~e in 
the last three years of the pre•--pnt Govern­
ment's tenure of office, because of these and 
other rc<.trictions. they were onJv able. to 
place 132 boys. The a venues of ·1. 400 boys 
were thus ab,olutoly bloch·d. vVe know that, 
because of the res' rictions and their inabilitv 
to become apprentices, men to-dav are traYcl­
linl': from loan job to loan job, and are 
unskilled. By my amendment I want to give 
these men an opportunity of going into the 
workshops which they missed when they were 
sixteen years old. It has far-reaching prin­
ciples, and we shol!ld all get behind it. 

l\IIr. DuNSTAX: vVould you compel em plovers 
to ha vc apprentices? 

Mr. KERR: Yes; the Act lays down· a 
minimum. Ko opposition was placed to the 
mh1imnm being rr1ade practically con1pulsory. 
The employer, I believe, will offer no objec­
tion to 'hat. I do not want, though, to 
deviate fr.-,m the general principle of my 
amendment. Mv amendment must inevitablv 
load to increased production in our factories. 
Production in Queensland at the present 
time is deplorable, and we will not overcome 
that si u~tion until some action such as I 
mggest is taken. If we make a limit of five 

[M1·. 7\err. 

venrs. I shall be satisfkd. I ha,-e a short 
:u-t'clc on this subject which I propose to 
rt'acl-

" JY!any ~o1diers passed the best part of 
their appl·"ntir(•..:hip days dcfouding _\us~ 
tra1ia, and so have to start or rcsurne 
their trades rather late in life. They 
arc not now iutru--dcrc·. but old inhabi­
tants. Being too old to be ordinary 
apprentices, a srrtal1 number began to 
l0arn trades at Svrlncv Tcchn-io:d Col­
lege, but their rcc~ptioi1 is cold." 

\Ye haYo the nucleus of one of thP best 
technical colleges in Queonslancl, and thPrc 
is no reason whv these men should not get 
there- " 

'' The Boiler-nutkors' Lnion refuses to 
work with any of thorn when the..y have 
qual1fied, an<i the Bricklayers' Union 
ofier "rudgino-lv to admit 100 and no 
mor~. " The v'.'ts"t' bulk of the returned 
rnen arc wclcon1o to beco.m~ loa!;-rs, race­
course hangers-on, or criminals -

1 am not saying that the returned men are 
Hl-thov aro not-but I want to stop any 
cwcnue ·that will prevent thcc.e men having 
a chance of becoming skilled mPn-

" or they may go on tho land (if th<·~­
can get there) without kuowledge and 
with a £2,000 loan money mortgage, but 
cthcn1·iso the popes of labour put them 
outside the pale. I1 is not, of course, 
that thoro is not room for them; 1,000 
new bricklayers could find employment. 
bc,<;'.iclo~ carPenters and stonemasons in 
large numbers. There i's even roon1 for 
more than that nurribor of brieldayms 
alone.'' 

Here in Queemland we have a great shortage 
of skilled men. "' e have the opportunity in 
<'m· own hands if the GoYernment will only 
oupply a certain amount of money. ThP 
Government will have to help in this matter. 
I do not know whether the estimate of the 
:vrinistnr in connection with the Unemployed 
\\' orkers' Ins!! ranee Fund has been realised. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PuBLIC ·woRKS: It bears 
out the actuary's C'timate very well. 

Mr. KERR: You estimated £150,000. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : \V e 

might get ~~~~ }:!;,an that. I estimated the 
Inconw at ;v1ov,vuu. 

Mr. KERR: If the Minister will consult 
statistics, he will find that. £40,000 is required 
for e' pendituro on relief rations. There con­
sequently is a balance of £100,000 to the 
credit of the Unemployed \Vorkcrs' Insurance 
Fund. To what better purpose could that 
money be applied than in preventing unem­
l>loyment? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Under 
the 1: nemnloyed \Vorkers' Insurance Act, 
where a n;an loses his employment through 
beino- deficient in skill. he can be sent to a 
toeh~ical college, or he put to vocatwnal 
training at the expense of the fund. 

Mr. KERR: I know that. I noticed that 
clause at the time, but it has never been 
vut into operation. I do not want to pro­
'" ido onlv for the man who IS unemployed, 
but also f·or the man who has some desire and 
initiabYe to learn a trade. I do not want 
to get down to infinitesimal numbers, . b~t I 
wish t-o apply it to all men. The Mm1ster 
is a tradcsm11n, but, if he had been debarred 
through ill-health or certain circumstances 
in youth from acquiring that skill, why 
should he not have that opportunity if he 
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'' ;,hcs in ]c;tcr life? 'l'o-dav I am studying 
tnvself. <tnd the hon. tr1Ct~1b0r for ~1ary­
bc;I'lhlgh ha5 ju~J pas.-wd his final examirL~.tion 
in r~ccountalic-·. 'lnd i::; starting busincs:, in 
:\lar.vborough this year. ·why should he be 
<topped? \Ve have the technic,tl colleges 
-..vherc boys can be trained, and \n..: have the 
work, but "e have not the skilled men to 
do it. \Yo have the brawn and muscle to 
,·onvNt into skill, but the GO\·crnment will 
t~ot moH•. I ·1ppeal strong·ly to •he Sccre­
ury for Public ·works to give those men a 
chance by imerting my amendment in this 
Hill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(l-Ion. W. Forgan Smith, Mac!. ay): I have 
listem•d with a great deal of interest to the 
-pecch made by the hon. member for 
Enogp;era. There is no doubt that he has 

cndeavourod, with all the power 
[ 4.30 p.m.] at his disposal, to appl:, his mind 

to the proposal now before the 
C'ommittee; but I would point out that the 
.arncndnH?nt is not a pl'opcr amcndn1cnt for 
this Bill, inas.uuch as it involves the question 
of education, and is really a problem for the 
JJepartrrwnt of Public Instruction. It \Vould 
be a suitable amendment for the Technical 
Imlruction Act. Therefore, I cannot accept 
d1o amendment, as it is quite unneee",sary 
and outside the ambit of the Industrial 
Arbitration Act, which sets out the condi­
tions that shall rule in industry, and the 
rates of wages that shall be paid. It is not 
a function of the Department of Public 
\\'arks under this Act to train employees for 
any given trade. It is their function to see 
that the machinery is set up under the Act, 
and to set out the industrial conditions which 
>hall prevail in all trades and callings. If 
the hon. member for Enoggera will read 
fully the clause' that he proposes to amend, 
he will recognise that very wide and definite 
power is given to lay down the condiLions 
governing ap[ll'Cnticesh'ip. They have to be 
,·ead in conjunction with clause 2 of this Bill 
and with sution 4 of the principal Act-a 
very long section which deals with this very 
important matter. If he deals with these 
m a ttcrs in the way l suggest, he will find 
that we have ample power to do everything 
1hat is no~essary with regard to the training 
of skilled workers in Queensland. 

r have been considering this qut>-,tion for 
'ome time, and I have realised that there 
js a ecarcity of skilled men in certain trades 
and callings It has been argued by some 
people that this is du<' to the indu;<t,ri.li 
lawo of Queensland and is peculiar only La 
this Sta t.e. That is incurred. I do not 
hclin·c that any employer at the pr>o,;ot 
time has his full quota of appt·cntice-;. As 
c nt 'ttcr of fact, I know that the AnJOr' ~>· 
ticcshi~) Committee haYC notified hv lett.0r 
Pmplo,vers who have good facilitiu< for 
trclining boys in cert-~in trades that .• f thev 
nre agreeable. they nHL~' employ mor'J 0v8i1 

tban the qnota sot down. Therefore l here 
is nothing v .. rong wlth the law at 1 ;_'e5r~nt 
in operation. Scarcity of skilled men is no~ 
peculiar to Queensland. It is a prob1,·~1 
that in some f:hapo or forn1 confrortt_;; PVC'r~ 
Str.te in th0 Cornmc.w,~,'en 1th, and conf 1·nnt;: 
HtP various States of Ameriea, and various 
British Do"YYinions at the present time. It 
i:-> due very largPly. in n1y opinion, to the 
fad that tlwre have not IJCcn the induce· 
•w·nts for hovs to h•arn tn•·de·,, in th0 past 
that should Pave existed. anrl it is dwe to a 
c·crtain extent to lack of forethought and con-

sirlcration on the part of paront..s i,hun~C'1ves. 
\Y l} kncnv th~1t. ·wh(~Jl u . outh le Yf ~;;chool, 
iu certain occunatioth lw eau receive -...vagc~ 
hig·l1cr than t!J(~,(' an ea:! get,. 
The rc~•ult i:-; \\ dh d( ire to get 
that hig1wr rate• \\·agt -;, the boy is s~'llt 
!-u that na1 ticular calling, and ~o Is not 
!Jl'(•Yidcd .1\'d.h a -killed t~:Ud<: for ?i, JUt.cl:·e 
he ndit. Such a sta tc· ol affall's IS due m 
Inan-," casp_; to the eco11ornic circumstances 
of t'lw parcnto. It mnst be realised that 
" parent who has a hrgo family and is 
<>Hh· getting the hasic wage is ±arced by 
hi~~ cconoulic situation to allow hi::~ children 
to ao to \vork at the rno;.,t rcmunC'rative 
rato

0 

that thov' can get, thus incr~~a ir!g th·:: 
family exchcciuer to the grf~atc~t Pxtcnt. ~ 

A{rain there is a tcnclcllcy on the part o~­
a v~mth not to submit to the diwiplinc 
wh~ch a lengthy course of apprC'nticeship 
invoh-cs. In fad, there are a whole set 
of diific·ult qucetiollS surrounding this prob­
kl1l. There is also the problem of cmnloyers 
whc do .not feel inclined to sign indentures 
to apprentice a boy for a dclinite poriod . 
Employers. where thcv can, c nploy boy:; 
and pav then1 off dunng any slackne3S of 
trude. · Thev a void employing their quota 
of a pprPntic;cs, as they would be compelled 
nm!Pr t.he iwkutm·cs to retam them for 
th-€ vears at the rates laid dD\VIl in award_s. 
I co!1sicler that wQ should give power m 
av;;·nrds to lav clown the n1inirnum numbor 
of apprentice~ that au employer mu t have. 

~1r. ELl·HlXSTO~E: Compelling the 
ctLployers to ha ye ap11rcnticcs? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Y·JS. It is right that every cmplo~;er ~hould 
t,·ain his nuota of the future generatiOn of 
sl:illed artisans. 

).fr. ELPHl:\STO:o;E: Do you think they will 
be properly trained if. ernployers are corn­
pcllcd to take appr~nt1ccs? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Y_s. \Vc should lay down a ,_)ini:nnl1l n~un­
ber of apprcJ,ticee. Th"t should be pul mto 
oper:-1tion where C'lnploy( rs h_ave w;t 
employed tl·eir quota of ap···.I:Pnltces VV.e 
should also 1nake the conciltions elastiC 
enough to cnn Lie· an apprenticE:' to be tran?­
fprrcd from onP employer to another 1f 
there is not mflicicnt work to enable that 
hnv to continuP with his fir,t em ph, cr. I 
do. not think that any employer ,bonld bo 
com;)cllod to keep a boy when ho hn not 
tho Yvork necoesuy to en" blo the boy to _be 
effertivelv and properly trained. IP.du·,tncs 
in t1lP futur0 ,yjJI reqnire a ccrtaE1 l!urnbPr 
of skilled artio,ms, and I think it cm lliCntly 
sound that tho training- of that nu;n',or of 
arti:-an~ ~houhl be a charge on tli~ tndus~ry 
concerned. I bnve h0re a vcr:v tntf'resting 
report published by the Viet,orinn Appren­
ticeship Conference, wh1ch \vas hold m 1922. 
The hon. n1cn1 bcr for EnoQ:"Q."f'ra rr-f~rrc_d 
to an Apprenticeship Act which _he Sitld IS 

in cxiBtcncc in \ 7irtona. Thcr0 tc: no such 
;let in f'Xi:<.t0ne" in Vi('toria flt th 0 nrf's.e,nt 
time. In Victoria, wages boal'ds under 
their Industrial ,\et hayo '.' ri,.ht. to lay 
do"'.t:n iho numhPr of arnrcntlc( ~n Journey­
nll'll in anY givf'n tradP or calhng. That 
is a vcrv ineffcdiYf' and noor way ~~ dea1-
incr with tlJP nrobkm. HowevPr. th1s c·on· 
fe~nco investig-ated the whole prnblem. 
These were the members-D. Avcrv, Esq .. 
:vr.sc., Chairman: Hon. J. Lemn1on, 
These were the members--D. Avery, Esq., 
M.L.A.; G. McKav, Esq., J.P.: R. A. 

Hon. W. Porgan Smith.] 
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Prior, Esq ; J. Martyn, Esq.; E. J. Hol· 
loway, E,q.. J.P.; Councillor A. Dobson, 
J.P.; C. A. IIoadley, Esq., lVI. Se., B. M. E.; 
W H. Middleton, Esq.; F. Tait, Esq., 
C. :M. G., I.S.O., M.A.; D. Clark, Esq., 
M.M.K, B. C. E.; H Murphy, Esq., P.M. 
Those were the men who inquired into this 
matter. l\ir Lernmon is a member of the 
Lnbour party in the Victorian Parliament; 
Mr. E. J. Holloway is the Secretary of the 
Trades Hall Council; and Councillor A. 
DoiA .. on, I under:.tand, is also a representa­
tive of that body. The, Department of 
Labour and the Department of Public 
Inc.trnction \Yore rcpre~c~ntod. as were the 
CLamber of Manufactures and the 
Employers' Federation. They went into this 
problem very fully and ruadP certain rocotn­
;nel}i_L1tioLS, vd1ich, according to the 
G0vcrnor's Speech, the Government of the 
day intend to embody later on in an Act. 
Tl>at Bill has not vet been introduced into 
th(' Yirtori~tn Parllatnent, :so it cannot be 
said •.dwther it embodies fully or !lot the 
rcro!nnwnd3tions 1nade bv this conference. 
The collfcrencc mado certain important 
rBcomrr1cnllations. It re":·onunendcd a systetn 
of techniCal and vocational training to be 
carried on in conjunction with the training 
in tiE' work::-hops on the joh. It also pro­
posed th~-:.t t\erc ~hould be progres"'. exarnina­
tioll3 for the boys attcrding the technical 
schools, EO tln.t each y0ar, when a boy 
achirves a certain ~tand<:l rd of cffif'iency in 
his trade, he n1a~v be given a higher rate 
of re1nuiH'ration, RC'('Ording- to the standarcl 
oi efficicr.cy that i., atto1ncd. The report 
•}f t 1•u confncncc slates that that would 
nroYidc 2.n incr ntivP ·hhich woukl indttec 
ho-.., J t-·O at.trnd thcf-lC' tPcllnicnl cla(,ses and 
tnkc llh_lrc int.L'rc:-;;t in ti1C~ir \York than hn:'­
becn the case in !he pa t. \Ye are not in the 
position 1o lay do;yn any hard·and.fast rules 
that shall govf)rn appr,__ nt :ce:-hip in Queens~ 
ian(: ;1t th prp,..;pnt tinlC\ be,_ a ',\hole 
lot of interPsts ha vo to br~ and 
a "h')lc lot of questione have to be dcoJt 
with. I con·,id('r \Y0 shuu1d hav(~ pO\YCr to 
rnakc regulations -..,vhich oulJ govern an:_y 
cond~tion3 th __( t mig-ht ari:'e fron1 tinw to 
ti1ne Y ithout the necessit~· of having to apply 
to Parlinmont for incrPa::-ccl pov,,cr. It i~ 
tnY jntcntion to draft rPgnlations under tbis 
Bill, v;hen it hccoines an Act, nnd I desire 
the en-:)pcratio!l of cvc,r•·oiw iutcrrstecl in 
the pro1Jlem. ~<\ (_onferenc.:c was hPld 
recrntly---convcnr-d, I nndcr·~tand, by tho 
Chic£ .Justic:, thr~ PresidoLt of the Arbitra­
tion Conrt--whlch rnado f'C'l'tain rceolnrncn­
datin:L"', ;-lncl t:hu.,e reeOHllllf'ntfation will 
rec'inJ full cor-idcraiinn. [t, 'nav b~ decided 
later on to appoint another. conference 
roprt'~('nta tive of ail t.hP intcreH~ c:on­
cernrd to go furthf'r lnto this qw '-tion and 
Jnakc recOlnr~cnclations irJ thn 1/[inidt•r. I 
am not prepared to sny llf,ro that I can 
provide n cure for nll thr difficulties or 
for all the ills which nrP bound up in the 
problem at the present lime. but I helicn' 
the vie''\\', c,[ tho::e en~agC'd in the various 
indu ,lrios that call for skill eel tradc,mrm 
~hcnld be g·ivcn fuli collsid0ration, and pub­
lic ider(·,ts >honlcl also be kept in mi!•d 
in tny fil1nl regulation·"· that n1ay be draft0d. 
T}w o:ny,lryor.s may look at it from the 
point of view of thP emplovors in the inclnc· 
try; the .omploy(ns' union' may look at it 
from the point of view of their union; and 
each of those associations has the rig-ht to 
full consideration of their views. But. in 
addition to that, the public interests-that 

[Hon. W. F'organ Sn~,ith. 

is, the future of QuePnsland-mnst be para~ 
IEOUIH to all jntere~t~ in u.ny iinal .sc:herne 
that may bo laid down. 1 have said enough 
to indicate to the Committee what I have 
in rriind in regard to the rnattcr. Any 
repre·;entations that rnay be made by any 
hon. mernber in connection with tht~ mattf'l~ 
will receive full consideration. The amend. 
mcnt proposed by the hon. member for 
Enoggcra is not gcnnane tD the purpose& 
of this Bill. It chonkl be moved in connPction 
with an Education Bill, and the pc,· er hP 
asks us to take is already embodied both 
in tho principal Ar·f and i11 the {;1aw'{1 S of 
this Bill, therefore I do not pr<Jpose to 
accept. the arnendm<'nt. 

:\1r. FRY (Jlurilpu) : The speech. Y. e han' 
heard from the Secretary for Pubhc \Vorb 
jnst. 110\V i3 a cotnnH;ndablo olle, and, if 
he carri0s out the ideas which he ha::: sup:­
~~·p~t" d, 1H• \rill get sonle\vhcre near succes·,_ 
But I am not of the opinion that he is quite­
eorrcct in Bayinrr this atncndn1dlt i-, ontsicl~> 
the ambit o.f tt1is Bill. As a matter of 
fact, the Bill distincily states the court shalJ. 
hnve po\>·er to-

" Prescribe the matters to be tanght to 
apprentices and _the rne~hvds, tit11t -'·, _anfl 
f'Onclitions of Il 1 '~tructlng apprC'nt1ccs. 
and the ex:aminahon::;, if anY, whieh 
oh all be Jl'''Sed by apprentice-." 

Even in that rPspcct we arc linking up with 
an Eduoat1'on Bill and to a certain extent. 
this arrH'ndn1ent e'omcs '\Yithin the arnLit of 
an. Educa1ion Bill. I want particularly to 
~tre~s the point; rn i:·H'cl by the hon .. fl1('tnbcr 
for Enof.q2-~._'ra. Thr' holl. tllC~l~·ler IS to hl~ 
con1LH'ndl'd for t'd the pmnt at the> prc~ 
:,eut rim~~ iu yjp,-- th' difficu~ti(~:3 which 
CfJil1l'OHt i.h" chlldn'n poor parents in the 
ccJnlnn;nit,. The SUJtP t~ yet young, and Wll 

t~r<:' lJOW. 'we hope, op 'ning thr way to great 
indn 1ricll progrc·,d, and those m~n who have· 
rni~~crl th0ir clL;.ncc by .forcl' of cn·cumstance~ 
over "hich thcv hano no control should have 
an opportln~it,v; to progTcss. The ho11. rncrn­
l· "r fo1· Enoggera. rcf•.:rred 1-o tht rnen .~,,-ho 
enlisted Hihl v.;cnt abroad and thereby nusse·d 
the oppor1 unity which. had presented itself 
to theru to go on ]pnrn;ug a tra_dc a~Jd. so f1t 
then1 -clv<'"" to tako th Ir placJ 111 the mdus~ 
tri:.tl worid on their return. I k11o·\1 of a 
< aso where a. youug n1an who, b~-· force of 
circumstances, had to take the first employ· 
n1cnt that was offering, and, although he did 
cot cousidc1· t.hat tb _, i-'itork was COllgcnicd, 
he \YCllt on earning his nwncy and at the 
sumo time devoted himself to the etudy of 
other 1nattcr~. That young rnan put in 
n1anv hm.trs of his spare tirnc in the: lllDnJing· 
and ·1nanv hours at night stuclying along bnes 
for '' hich h.~ was IlHbt fitted. If it had not 
been for the prr~i~b~!Jce and pf'rsrvcrancc of 
that yonn\:F 'lJ-ln he \··ould nt:vcr havo got 
out of the''" ruck." At the present tirn · he 
holds a ycr_~, responsible position and is doing 
well. \Vo know very well that force of cir~ 
cun1~tanc~s, and, ns t.he J.VIinistcr said. lack 
of foresight. frequently interfere with the, 
ii:i.unt;ons of parent'. ~Iany parents. would 
like to put thoir boys to the occupahon for 
which thev arc most suited, but the oppor. 
tunity is Dot offering, and consequently, in 
,·ic~.v · of their ceonon1ic circumstances, the 
bc,ys have to take the first thing offering. 
Tli'at i.; ,vby I am appealing to the hon. 
~-~:•ntlemr n to ~e~ if the amendment, or som~._~­
thing which will carry out the intentions of 
the hon. member for Enoggera, cannot be 
inserted in the Bill. This is th<; opportunity. 
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If we w·tit for some years, our lads will not 
hoYe the opportunity they have at the pre­
sent time. We are hoping that, with the 
de,·elopment of the State. industries will 
spring np in connection \Vith which more 
m~n will be required. and that our young 
men will be able to take Llp the work. If 
we delay. we shall probably find that there 
will be an inrush of people from other parts 
of the world, who arc onlv too anxious :o 
take the work. · 

The SECRET,\RY l"'R PUBLIC \VoRI<S: The 
position in Canada is such that not mm" than 
4 per cent. of the skillPd artisans there are 
trained in Canada. It is. a yerv serious 
position. .. 

Mr. FRY: That may bo so, but Canada has 
on its border the United States which can 
supply all its wants. \Vo are f~rthcr awav 
from the old world than Canadfl. and ou'r 
aim should be to build up the Am-tralian 
character, and give ou·r own n1cn the chance 
to g·t the work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLfC \VORKS: That 
is my contention, and I merely mentiDn 
Canada to show what " serious problem it is 
there. 

Mr. FRY: \Ve are not to he guided in this 
matter by Canada or any of the countries of 
old world. 'Ne are much further aw'av from 
tho old world, and have, con,;equcntly, to a 
great extent, to rnap out ou1· o1vn dc.;;tin:;~. 
If the Minister would further consider the 
matter. he would probably be able to cr.rry 
out the tdea of the hon. nwmber for Enoo·. 
g-~ra. Thib is not a question of party tactic;; 
we should all co-operate with the ::vlim,ter 
to bring about the bc,t solution of this 
question which confronts the State. and open 
the door to the man who, by force of circum­
stances, has not been able to g t into the 
occupation for which he is mDst suited. There 
an~ ca:.~cs of n1en vvho \YOuld probablv m.ako 
0:xccll0nt iro!"l\vorkers; but, by force- of cir­
cttmstanccs, they ha\ • had to lake up boot­
making. If then"' -..vcr'-~ some nwans bu which 
wo co:dcl allo\v thcn1 t~) get into the~ a\ enuo 
for which they are mo·,t suitGcl, they would 
ha\ f· . eh an~_ of dcYelop111g :theu1seh l'S aloug 
the np;ht hnes. All thut ts tl'kt cl b· the 
am0ndment is that sorne provision shell! br::; 
made, so that men who have not boon able 
to select an o~cup_ation will he g-iYcn an or>r,or­
tumt.: of gomp; mto a trad,' for which thev 
n-£> suited._ The Minister haf< given pa~­
ttc>Jlar, w1th regard to apprentices taken 
intD the Railway Department. From 1912 
to 1923 we find that year by year the apJeren­
tlC<''' have fluctuated. In 1912, thcr£> were 
scvcnL.:-T·five apprentices takuu in the Raihv;;1y 
Dcrartmcnt, while in 1922 thoro was onk one 
apr1rcntice. That bears out 1nv statcnL·nt­
thnt jf our industrits and our ·'railwavs had 
bP en prosperous, and develop mcnt. had' taken 
phcc requiring 1nore men, apprentirr:s "\VGUld 
h_aYe b r•n taken on. This question of appren­
tJCdS not only applies to <·ommorcial houses 
but alsD to the Government. who :trl' equally 
• os~onstble _vnth others. It is a general 
r,roukrn whJCh must he faced bv the Slate. 
The Bill is an oducntional m~asurc tr; a 
ce_rtain extent, and I hopn that the Minister 
w1ll accept the amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \\-ORKS: YV<• have 
JJ0v: all_ thP po\vcr.s ·which_ arP nP<:'essary to do 
cvcrythmg- that ts requtred. I propose to 
rnovc another an1endr.ncnt in clause 28 with 
regard to apprentices. 

Mi·. FRY: Do you agree that provision 
should be made for apprentices? 

The SECRI:TARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRI-~S: \Ve have 
full po" r under the existing law, plus this 
clause, to <_Jo everything neeesmry in rqrard 
to apprentwes. 

Mr. FRY: Arc vou going to mo·.-e an 
amendment which wdl g1ve an opportui,ity 
to these men who have not previously lwd 
a chance? 

The ShCRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: Th<•r, 
is nothing to exclude them now. 

Mr. F_RY: Is there any provision nDw 
whrch \Vlll admit them? The whDle trouble 
i' that there is too much ambiguity in regard 
to these matters. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: What 
have you really got in yDur mind? 

Mr. FRY: What I want is what the hon. 
rm:mbcr for Enoggera asks for-to have it 
dearly delined that these men will have an 
opportunity, under this Bill, of going in 
for a trade, and that there will be nothing 
to hinder them from dDing so. 

Mr. GLii;DSON (Ipswich): I have 
r·xamine<l (.he amendment to sec if there 
is any business behind it. It seems to me 
to have been moved for the purpose of allow­
ing the hon. member for Enoggera and the 
hon. member for Kurilpa to air their know­
[,•dge, or want of knDwledge, of the appren­
ticnshi p question and our Technical College 
sy,-tom. As the Minister stated, for all that 
hon. members opposite arc asking for in the 
auH.:ndnwnt 1 here is :1lready provision on 
our statute-book and under Dur educational 
system. H unclreds of men are tD-day 
attending the technical colleges and impwv­
ing their ollicieney and status in connection 
with the trades and industries they are 
working in. The hDn. member for Kurilpa, 
statPcl that a man might have an idea of 
becorning a good ironworker, although he is 
a. bootmak<'r. The >1mcndment does not 
provid.; for an:ythiug Df that kind. How 
cou\J a bootrnakcr go and receive training 
in bootn1aking so a:" to 1nakc him a. good 
ironworker'? 

Mr. FnY: l did not sav that. You are 
twistiug, as yDu always dD. What I said 
was that a man could nDt previously, by 
force of circnmstanecs, ent<;r into the pro­
fession or trade for which he was most 
mited. and I asked that he should have an 
opportunity of going into the trade or 
cal11ng for ''"hich he is rnost fttted. 

Mr. GLEDSO?>J: Hon. members opposite 
nave tried to cloud the issue right along the 
lint~, rrnd I \vant to point out that we have 
already an cduc'ltional sysb:rn dealing with 
tradE's; and that all we need is that hon. 
Jl1(•tnb"rs opposite should inform them elves 

of the laws we are working under 
[5 p.m.'] so that they will be .able tD tell 

their electors jnst where we 
stand. If they 'vi!! take the opportunity ~o 
go into the next building to this, they w1ll 
:,cc the very thing they are asking for cat:ried 
on from da ,. to clay and night to mght. 
Thrmw:h the good office- of i\'Tr. H. G. Noble. 
a cDlliery proprictDr in Queens] and, who 
provided £5,000 to be invested in war bon?s. 
scholarships arc provided at the IpswiCh 
TP~hnical Coll<'g€~ for about thirteen Iuell 

lJ1 r. Gledson. J 
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engaged in the mining industry, in ordcn~ 
that they ma; make them,clYcs efficient. 

'\Ir. EDWAIWS : He is ono of the men you 
are ahvays hounding down. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I anticipated the> silly 
interjection of the hon. member for ~\anango. 
1 have to fq,;ht Mr. Noble and every colliery 
proprietor 1~1 C2ueen;-;land and Au::,Lralia at 
tirne.s in order to get good conditions for 
my men, but l think everybody will admit 
that I do not hound them Jmn1. I give 
credit to cveryouu f()r thu good he does, and 
1 give credit to ilh. Noble for the good he 
is doing there. l'art of the interest of that 
money h>n enabled us to build up in the 
lp1nvich Technical College a library of scien~ 
tific and t,e('hnical 1nililng books s. oond to 
none i11 any part uf the world. This has 
been gojng on for the past five; years to m:,· 
lmowlcdgo, and the oame thing applies to 
c:upentering, plumbing, and other trades. 
\Ye anl alrc'>dy providing the opportunitie,; 
to do what the hon. members oppo.site wish. 
I am uot goinp- t.o take advantage of the 
arrH'IHlrncnt tu dc~a] with the nncstion of 
apprenticuhip J:y, lmt l ": ;,r, to say. 
in conclusion, tho amenduu·ut i:-; uth:rty 
liSt'h 'L· allct UllllC'ec~sary. 

'\Ir. F. A. COOPJ<;R (IJrcm :·): r<":og-
ni;:;c, as the ~lini~ter has pointed out, that 
the aincndn1cnt i unncccs.3arv and usele c.d 

for its purpose, but I do hope 'that what has 
happened in the matter of certain opticians 
who endeavoured to get registration under 
the Opticians Act will not happen to appren­
tices in other trades or callings. The hon. 
member for Kurilpa backed up the hon. 
rncmbc'r for Enog-gern in :mak1nr; a plea for 
the admission of mnn to trades who arc 
okilkct. but who havn served no apprentice· 
ohip, but the verv soci0t.v of v hi eh the hon. 
~netnber for K_l.uilpa. as pr0sident, and 1nay 
now still br> president, ah·olutely refused to 
rcgi tcr men who nrr> particularly skilled and 
have been in the trade for manv years eirnply 
h·ecause they did not pass ~ornc particular 
c ~amination. 

Mr. FRY: I sav it is not true. I will reply 
to you when yot; sit down. 

Mr F. A. COOPER: I hope the came 
thing will not happen in connectir,n with 
tlwse appren· ices which happened to those 
opticians. I have in rr1v n1ind m0n in 
Ipswich who are competent," but who, because 
they have not passed a University examina· 
tion or an examination '-:et b·,· the f\ptic'ans 
of a higher standard than othc~ cxrnnjn:1 tion~. 
have not been admit 0rl to practise. l trust 
that our action will be much more lenient 
than that which was mctHl out to thoso men. 

Mr. FRY IKuril2Jri): The hon. m0mbcr ha': 
made a rniskading statement. wilfullv or 
unwittingly. It is only par !y true. " The 
hon. member him."clf wears glasces. Will he 
or any other hon. member in this Chamber 
wear g1assPs prescribed by thosA rncn \vho 
a.rc not admittNl to practise? That is th<l 
point. If the hon. mmnber answers that 
question. he ans,\·crs his own ::.ta' crncnt. I 
have the very best wishes for the men to 
whom he refPrs. and the hon. memb01· knows 
it, because I have snoken to him in the 
lobby about tlwm. i-Ie k~ows I have the 
highest rl·'·pcct for them, and what happened 
occurred long b.efore I had anvthing tn do 
with <he legislation he refers to.' If the hon. 
nwmber doe'' not know that, the hon. mem· 

f Jf1·. Glcdson. 

bc•r IS not educated to the extent to which 
a man shuuld b .. c•ducatcd bciure he spc•ab 
in this Hou"'· I lun·c two friends to-day, 
OlJO of \vhurn was in the lo\Yer . ank~ us a 
uwc:ha11ic t!nd \Yhc. 1 thought ~·hould have an 

it. to {_'nter the higher grades of 
profcs~ion. I paid hirn £~ 10,,. ;1 \Yeek 

a an apprentie8 und e·JcOtFagL'd hirr1 to ri~c, 
.and to-Uay he ranks an1ong the bL "t n1cn in 
the State. 1 took into rny charge anr.:ther 
man who had lo t his oppol'tmuty. and he 
ha,, dcYclopPd in ~uch a \Vay that :::ornc day, 
if ho goes along at the ra e at vrhiC'h he i~ 
h·avolhng now, lw, too, will ra11k alnor:gst 
the foremost men in the profe,,ion in the 
i';tate. I hope that he will de,·clop in 'uch 
a. \ray that, wht..:n he lt':LVPS rne, he ,-,·ill be 
prosperous in hi, profession. But the men 
w hon1 the hon. nw1nber for BronJcr Wi:l::; tu !k­
ing about wore tnrncd ·down n~ inl'Hicient 
b,, a board appointed by the Government. 

Mr. F. A. COO!'ER: No. 
J\1r. FRY: Yes, and by the examiners 

appoint' :l by the Government. There is no 
a11alogy bctv\rcen the tv:o ca'-'CS. I an1 only 
ct>king in thi:, Chamber for what I hope will 
hl·: applied all round. I arn a poor n1an's 
~on-as a rnaher of fact1 so far a:-:; l know, 
not one of us hero rs the son of \\-ealthv. 
parenb--and I only hope 1 hat everybody 
will have the opportunity through legislation 
to qualify for the calling for which hr· is 
rnost fittPd. It is not bccon1ing in a rncrnber 
of this Charnbcr to try to dra\v a red herring 
acro; ; the track. I ha vc 1 he greatest <ym­
J>ath.v with t.he cases to which the lwn. mem· 
her ha,; referred-a' a matter of fuet. the 
l1!l'll he n1entioncd are amongst rn,/ fril'I:ds­
but that doe,; not give me ! . berty to goi up 
in this Charnbcr and nuJ.ko a point of it. 
J r the hon. momber had had that little bit 
of rt'st raint "-hi eh he ought to pos~e.:'S, he 
would not have refcaed to it nor 1 ried to make 
cut that I am respomible for their not o;ccur· 
ing registration. I a1n uot rt'sponsible in any 
\\-ay \vhat~oevcr. Tlw .1ncn \Yho are rcspon~ 
c·ible arc themselves and the examiners 
appoinbcl by the Government. Thoee gentlc­
mPn had not the noce~ :mry lolo,vledgc or 
cfficic·ncy to qticfy the Government ex­
><mincrs. I etill hold that those who have 
got into an unsuitable avenue of enlploy­
mcnt should be allowed the opportunity 
of lwing lif ed out. By doi'Jg that we 
,-,-ould be practising the brotherhood of man 
in real ·ruth, and that is what I am aiming 
''"· I hope the hon. nwmber for Bremer will 
t 1kc what I EJ.y at its full Yalue, and give 
me credit for being sincere. I had no inten­
tion of referring to any specific case, but 
since the matter has been raise·d, I haYe felt 
in dutv bound to defend the pre·ent position. 
l am net a nwmber of the Board of Optical 
Ilcgistration. I resign.__ d because I considered 
that c0rtain things which took place were 
political. I recommended to the board that 
someone chould be appoin' ed who would 
properly represent the opinio:1s of the Govern­
ment, and I suggested that Mr. McPhail 
should take my place. I retired. and Mr. 
J\fcPbail is now in the position which I once 
occupied. The hon. member for Bremer has 
gained nothing by his short sarcastic speech. 

Mr. F. A. f'OOPER (Brrmrr): I would like 
to stress tho point made by the hon. m cm her 
for lr>'wich that provision should be made 
to widen the aJ'prenticoship scheme so that 
under cert tin circumstanc,''S many men who 
~, l'f' rdl~ciPilt can con1e in. Tho hOn. member 
for Kurilpa has taken my remarks wrongly. 
I hope that we do not fall into the same error 
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as the Board of Optical Ur'gi,tration fell 
into-by wicl,•ning their po\vQrs to n1<-d\:P it 
more difficult for bovs to become trHk-.rnPn 
in that calling. " 

Mr. FRY: \Vo are widening the provioions 
m the interests of the boys. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The Board of Optical 
Registration some time ago were conL'nt v:ith 
a sixth clas- standard of examination, but 
they raised that examination to the ,} unior 
Univorsit.v standard or something hipher, 
and they demanded from the people in the 
trade, who wore in the trade when this Act 
-came into operation and who ha-d not pa·-sed 
the <:'xamination, a higher standard of skill 
than that set to the other people who fortu­
nately got into the opticians' select circle 
prior to the passage of that Act. I hope we 
will not fall into the same error regarding 
apprentices ill other trades. The opticians 
have sot us a very bad example. So far as 
the hon. member for Kurilpa is concerned, I 
might refer him to the passage of Scripture 
which sots out that in removing the mote 
from your neighbour's eye you should be sure 
that there is no beam in your own eve. 

Amen<lment (Mr. Kerr) put and ,;egativcd. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC \VORKS: 
I beg to move the insertion after the 
word " apprentic ,s," on line 44, of the words 
~'or improvers." It is necessary in a pn:.per 
scheme of apprentices to have power to deal 
with the question of improvers and young 
workers generally. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): I do not 
propose to advance any argument against the 
amendment. I would ask the hon. gentleman 
in charge of the Bill whether he considers 
that the principal Act, as amended, will be 
sufficiently embracing to permit of the trans­
fer of apprentices from one employer to 
another? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'WoRKS: I am 
mrc that there is that power. I made sure 
of that when the Bill was being drafted. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 28, as amended, put and pas;; d 

Clau··e 29-"ralidation of existing an·ards, 
<tc."-put and pa'8ed. 

Clause 30-" Existing awards"-pnt and 
passed. 

'l'he House resun1ed 

The CHAIR>IAN reported the Dill with 
amendments. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
·Order of the Da:v for Tuesday next. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND­
ME::-.JT BILL. 

INITIATION IN CO:\EIIITTEE. 

(Jfr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the cha1r.) 

HoN. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I 
beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Dill be 
introduced to amend the Local Authur:ties 
Acts, 1902-1922, in certain particulars, and 
to repeal the Undue Subdivision of Land 
Pre\ ention_ Act of 1885, and for other 
consequential purposes." 

This is really a Committee Bill. Most of the 
_provisions have been recommende-d from time 

to time bv the Local Authorities' Confcrr•!Jccs. 
Th0ro is provision that there shall be no 
IH'CGssity for the election of ma:vor or chair­
man ill the single. divisions, and that. the 
person recording the highest number of Yotes 
at the local authoritc- elections shall be 
declared elected as mayor or chairman of 
the division. There are alw a numhr•r of 
proyi~ions Vi-~ith regard to to\vn plan111Tig. 
l\Iost of them have been submitted from time 
trJ time hv the Local Authorities' Conferences. 
Provision is also made to allow of extraordin­
ary vacancies-which have caused a good deal 
of inconvenience from time to time through 
the holding of sp·cial clections-being filled by 
the local anthoritics themselves. The expense 
incurred on such occasions will thus be 
saved. The Local Authorities Act requires 
rol:s to be compiled, b11t under the amending 
Bill this will not be neces, .. an· in ea- cs where 
the electoral rolls can be ntiliscd. This will 
s:> vo a good deal of expense. There is also 
an a mendm nt regarding reference to the 
Land Court for valuations of remmptiuns. 
That is an important provision. I think the 
town planning· provisions of the Bill will be 
\\'o1comcd by the Opposition, because they 
nearly all emanate from Local Authorities' 
C'·mferenccs. The ba· is of valuation is also 
rnr•ntion~d in the Bill. The Bill in detail is 
a matter for the Committee stage. 

Mr. T .\ YLOR: Do I undr .. rstnnd from 
the 11inistcr that, \Yh('n a va,cancv occurs 
in a local authority, the members" of that 
particubr anthority will fill the vacancy 
< :tuscd by the re·,·ignation of t.hc rnayoi, 
(·hain11an, or -councillor? 

Hon. F. T. BREKN\N: Yes. 

Mr. MOOR;E (~tubiuny): I do not think 
that the Mimster ga vc us a g-rortt deal of 
information as to what this arnendin~ Bill 
is likely to contain. o 

An 0PPOSITJOK MrmBER: He is nervous. 
The I'RE1IIER: Ho will give that on the 

second rea-ding. 

Mr. l\IOORE: It will be too late then. I 
want to get the information at this Gta ge 
a, to >vhat is likely to be contained in this 
Bill. The l\'Iinister is bringing in a Bill 
to arncud I be Local Aulhor·ities Act "in 
certain particulars," but he only stressed 
h\T rr1inor 1natters, hYo important matters, 
nud one medium alteration. Ono won<lers 
if that is going tD be the extent of the 
arrwndrnent of the Act. There has been 
such a 1argo number of aincndmcnts sug~ 
gcsted to the Act we arc working under to 
thP v.ll'ious Ministers in the last ~ix or 
seYon years by Local Authorities' Confor-
0nccs that I would not hesitate to move 
t.ht• deletion of the words " in certain par­
I icuhtJ.s " so as to be able to mov0 tho38 
arncndment6 which have been suggested by 
the people "ho are now working under this 
Act. If the Minister will give the informa­
tion I have sought, it might enable me to 
move in the direction of incorp-orating sorne 
of these amendments. Under the present 
Aet, \YO have a 1argc nurnb0r of services 
thrust upon us which \YO huvc to carry out 
the best wa~' wo can. 

lion. F. T. BRE,-NAN: You sit down, and 
I will give them to ou on the first reading. 

Mr. MOORE: The difficulty is that it mav 
be too late on the first reading. It is df 
no use discovering afterwards that there 
are important amendments which we .would 
like to get in to permit the local authorities 

M1·. Moorc.] 
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to carry out their wmk pffpctivcl.v. The 
only opportunity wo have of extending· the 
scope of the Act is at the present time 
I must admit, though, that the rnlillg wc 
obtaine:l last night from the Temporary 
Chairman of Committees as to amendments 
to an Act which may be covered by the words 
H in certain particular.s " in the orrler of 
!~o;vc, gives very wide powers. I think the 
c.finister will be well adviscJ if he will 
;..;1vo us a little rnoro infonnation as to what 
he exactly intends to do. 

lion. F. T. I3RENNAN: In what respect? 

Mr. MOORE: As to whether the f1ve 
or ~ix n1a ttcrs tho hon. gent.lo1nan spoeified 
are th~ only directions in which thP Act is 
goim: to be amended. I understand that an 
amendment of the Local Authorities Act 
ha,s been in preparation for five years. I 
think it "as \\hen the present Sccrt•tary for 
Public Instruction was Home Secrl't.arv that 
a commoncenwnt was 1nadn i11 the t1;atter. 
It v:vas to be a con1prPhPnsiYt' IYlf'q,surc, 
embracing. as far as po'sihlf', nil the vi0ws 
put forward by the Local 1\uihoritic,' Con­
fcn'nc0s so a.s to rcud('l' tlw t'fficieut \vorking 
ol the Act po"ibh•. In th,, lR't Parliament 
we had r-:;cycral a ntendJHcnt"": l!O\V v,"e hav0 
two or three s1ight arnendrueni.;; hrou~ht in, 
and I suppo"P n0xt yc'al' \\"(' "hall have 
another Amending- Bill. I would liko to SPP 

a consolidated 1noa' ur(' introduced RO that 
\VC m_ay k110\V where \VC' .stand. 

,\ Gonm:OIENT ~\lE:\lllcR: You would 
Rtnn~\Ya11 it. 

Mr. MOORR: It is not a qnes1ion of 
a ~tonC'\Yall. The local clutlJOritiP-< whn hnvc 
to ~:\'Ork und('r thn wnui to ea1TV out 
their dnticR a~ 'Jf>" i(>l(;. If 
thi· opportUJJity go{ Hwre' 111 \H' 11n nth,('t 
nnd:~1· \Yhlch l' o can \'Vid"n 11.li' c1£ tlH' 

Act. 
lioN. F. '!'. BRK'\"JA CJ i'i'''''"'"o'" 

Nlo:'t of thf'"f' HLH'Pd·1 ·'.le; ;1 ltr•Jl!')"' 

at the requc~t oC Luc"1l ~-\t!thnr;Lin"l 1 Con­
fcnncp:, fron ti•t!l' in ttnlt'. TiH'i i:::. tlw 
qu0~tion of the erani<'at ion t/. the prickly­
pear . 

.ldr. TAYI.OH: Arc there anv other amcnd­
l11ents lH~··id"s those you rcfeiTt~d to? 

Ho~. F. 'I. BRE:\"XA:"J: I cannot rnah' 
a dotailPd rl'fcnmt{' io all tht~ ilHJ('lldments, 
but praetirnl\:v PY'.'r' · nr1F'lld!llf'llf j:-:;; at the 
request of ~OltH' _Locnl Authnrity Conf~'r­
encc. The hem. rncmllPr for Aubig·ny rl1ou:d 
accept my shtcnwnt ;nd trv to g-et. the 
mncndrncnts he v·i~hcs in CoJnluittf~~~ 

Hox. \V. TL TL\RXES (lf.!fnllum): To 
me the difficultv liP> in the fact that tbcrc 
has not been a" Bill introrluecd so for this" 
scs:::.ion whict1 bas not coutnin0d nPtt.trrs 
which wcrr' rJOt indicated "·h0n the Bill was 
initiated in Conu:nittcc. \Vhat wo want this 
afternoon is an a~.surancc frorn tho Minister 
that \.Ye arl' not going to have matt.Prs 
snrung on w:. ne. ·was ·done in provion::: BillB. 
If ihc nmf'n<hnl'nts nrl' ,~·hat h!lVf' bPon 
recommended by Local Authorities' Confer­
ences. tlwn the J\1 inistcr will do very wcll. 
"\Ve have been face to face, though, \Yith 
amendments that have been introduced but 
which have not been known to members of 
the Committee, or even to members of the 
Government party, until they were woved. 

Hon. F. T. BnEN~AN: I give my as>'ur­
ance that there is nothing in this Bill which 
is no1 altogether known to the hon. members 
opposite. 

[Mr. Jlloore. 

The PHE~Illm: There is nothing ex parte 
ill ii. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: No. 
Question put and passed. 

The House' resumed. 
The CHAIRMA~ reported that the Comnlit­

tee had coma to a rescrlution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIHST HEADING. 

HoN. F. T. BHE)JN A:"J (1'oowomnba/ 
presented tlw Bill, and moved-

" ThRt the Bill be now read a first 
tirnc." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

IxrnATION IN CmmnTTEE. 

(Jfr. EirW({II, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Ho:-.r. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoornlm): 
beg to move-

" That it is d0sir:,hlc that a Bill be 
introd11~''d to amf'nd the FirP Brlg-ades 
_\et of 1920 in ceriain particulars.'' 

SonH' inconY<•Tlif>nf'P hns ocenrrN1 from tiTne­
to tirne thrlltt"h i'1J'f' bris;ndc:-~ hclnr; unab1c­
lo c::>::C('rd tl11' .~tfttntor'- limit nf thf•lr bfJl'fOW-
ln::r pO\\ all(; 1h~' Rill \Y-ill improvo thP 
position Ht:It n·-;pf'ct.. Thf'rt' is a1so a 

tHHf'JJdnh•nt g1Yinr po\vcr for the fin" 
to rna ke L'erta.i•1 charges for \York 

Hon. \Y. H. B.111l-:s: At who'" suggestion 
is the latter ainl'JHlment inserted? 

H n:-.r. F. 1' llT<RXN AN: The ratepayers 
of Y<lrioth :owns. 

Quod ion put :md passed. 
The I-IonsC' re:-umed. 
The CH urn'.IX rcportNl that the Committee 

ha.d come to a l'f'solui.ion. 
'i'he r,-,,.olut ion was agreed to. 

[5.30 p.m.] 

FJRS1' READJNG. 

HoN. F. T. BRE:"YN AN presented tlw BilL 
and movN]-

" Tbat the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and pascod. 
Tht~ serond rpndin~ of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

GOVERN:V!RNT LOANS REDEMPTION 
.\:"JD CONVERSION BILL. 

INITIA~·ro~ IN. CmnnTTEE. 

(1Ir. Itinr1111, nrisbanc, in the ch"ir.) 
The TRK\SCRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chillrt(JOC): I b0g to move-
" Tbnt it is desirable that a Bill be 

introdnced to anthorise the redemption 
and convcreion of GoYernment loans and 
the issue and creation of Government 
stock or inccribed stock for that pur­
pose. , and for other incidental pur­
poses. 

On the second rPRding I will take the oopor­
tunity of more fully explaining the intention 
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nf the Government with regard to the loans 
ia lling due next year and the year following. 
This Bill is necessary to enable us to deal 
with those loans. 

"!VIr. TAYLOR (1Vindso1·): I would like a 
little more information from the Treasurer 
at this stage with regard to the pr<?posal. 
\V c arC' quite in the dark as to what 1s pro­
posed to be done. 

The TREASURER: The Bill is simply to 
'"ive authority to the Government to convert 
the loans ihat are falling dtle next year 
and the following year. I will deal more 
fully at the second reading with the arrange­
ments that will be made regarding those 
particular l<Jans. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Can you not give any more 
information than that? 

The TREASURER: There is no difference 
<>f opinion about the principle of the Bill. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): A mc~t 
vital measure has been introduced into this 
Chamber. Every hon. member knows that 
next year there is maturing a large sum of 
money, and in the fol!<Jwing year another 
large amount, and I think it is right that 
the Treasurer should furnish us with some 
particulars. He need not go into the matter 
fully, but surely, as a matter of courtesy. 
wt: arc entitled to a little more information. 

The TREASURER: You mean particulo rly 
as rLgards the Bill itself? 

Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES: Some information 
'" to what is pr<Jposed. 

The TREASURER: That will come more pro­
perk at a later stage. \V c can discuss it 
more properly on th<' second reading. 

Hoe-r. W. H. BARXES: The Treasurer 
surely realises that not only the Committee 
but the pe<Jple outside want to know what 
is o-oing to be done in this important matter. 
n,;' must knmv that the practice heretofore 
has been for the 'l'rcasurer to take the Com­
mittee into his confidence. 

The TREASl"RER: ~ot at the introductory 
Committee stage <Jf the Bill? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Certainly. We 
have the rio-ht to know what is going to 
he the pro;';,dure in connection with this 
important question. I do not say that the 
TrPasurC'r should n1ako a second reading 
sneech_ but there' arc certain vital points 
that should be touched upon. Is he going to 
bring in any lcgi··lation that will make t~e 
rPncwal of lrans that were madP by certam 
people compulsory? 

The TUEASURER : The Bill has no such 
intention. 

Hoe-r. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer 
shmt!d take us into his confidence at the 
pr0sent stage. 

The TREASURER: I shall be very 
plen.scd to give the hon. member what. infor­
mation I have in my possession relatmg to 
tlw int"ntion' of the Goyernment und0r the 
Bill: bnt it s00ms to me that t.hic is not 
the proper sh<:;e at which to enlig-hten the 
.House ,,·ith regard to thmc intentions respect­
ing the loans that arc falling dne in 1924 
and 1925. I will do w at a later stage. and 
an opportnnitv will be .given to the House 
then to fullv discuss the subiect in detail. It 
i< unwise at this iuncture to have a discus­
sion concerning the particular conversions 
J refer tu. I agree that the subject is 
an important one, bnt I do not think the 

Bill will be regrtrded as controversial. What­
PYQJ' GoYernrnent 1night be in power, it 
would have to make arrangements for the 
conversion of the loans that are falling due 
within the next two years. The Bill, it 
will be admitted, is absolutely necessary. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that thP Com­
mittee had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Fmsr READING. 

The 'l'REASURER presented the Bill, and 
rnoved-

" Thai the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading of the Bill wa made 
an Order <Jf the Day for to-morrow. 

LOCAL BODIES LOA::\TS GUARANTEE 
BILL. 

INITIATION IN CO}UIITTEE. 

(M.r. l1ir1can, Brisbane, in the cha-ir.) 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

!'hillagorc): I beg to move-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduct>d to authorise the Treasurer on 
behalf of the Government to guarantee 
the repayment of moneys borrowed by 
local bodws from banks or other financial 
institutions, and for other nnsequential 
purpose-.'' 

The necos,itv for this Bill has arisen because 
the Commmiweal!h Bank has asked that legis­
lative authority be· secured for the guarantee 
which the Government gives from time to 
time to the bank in respect of loans made 
bv the bank to local bodies. There is no 
statutory authority, but the bank has been 
making loa11S to local bndies when authonsed 
bv tho GoYcrmnent. Some of the local 
aUthorities cun n1ako satisfacton arrange­
ments with the Commonwealth" Bank to 
borrow, anr1 it is conve?nient at timPs for the­
Governnlcnt to agree to such propositions. 

Hon. W. H. BAHKES: Are they going 
further to re! ieve the Government from 
financial responsibility 'I 

The TREASGHER: They have in the past. 
and I think it 1s a relief that ought io be 
\;elcomed bv the Committee. Gnder the 
Savings Bank Act the Commonwealth Bank 
has practically undf rtaken to utilise 30 per 
cent. over and above the Savings Bank 
moneys coming to the State Government by 
''· av of advances to local authorities. That 
is "a very happy arrangement. The local 
authorities g<'t money at a reasonable rate, 
and are dealin.c: with an institution which 
c:ives them voi;v r~asonable and rational 
t.orms, and thoro· is no reason why we should 
di~courago 1 hem. 

Mr. T.nr.ou: You agree to the 30 per cent. 
also? 

The TREASURER: In each case the loan 
has to be approved by the Government. and 
\n.• give a guarantee. 

Question put and pa•·sed. 

The House rc,umed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com­
mittee had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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FIRST READING. 
·The TREASURER presented the Bill. and 

moved-
" That the Bill be now reau a first 

time." 
Question put and passed 
The second reading of the Bill was maclc 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LIQUOR ACTS AMEKDMENT BILL. 

SECOND RE\DING. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop­
ford, .lirmul Jiuryan): In moving the second 
re::tding of this Bill, I dcsrre to be as brwf 
as possible, as I believe hon. m:mbcrs always 
apnrrciatc speeches of the bnefost pc·ss1blo 
n:•turc. The Bill, as I explamcd at the 
introductory stau;cs, is but a short one, but 
I still think that the House and the publJC 
outside regard it as a very important one. 
It is a measure ,, hi eh we may regard _as 
purely a rr1ca~ure of reform. I. re-co~p;.Ise 
that no Mi:.istcr, no matter what h1s. pohbcal 
opinions may be, can ever hop_c to mt:oduce 
into this House a perfect L1quor B1ll. I 
recognise that the division of opm1_on on the 
groat que-tion of liquor. ref<:trm 1s greater 
than ant' would at first 1magme. It IS o!"ly 
when you get tho oppor ur;1ty of mectm_g 
people who hold differ:nt opm10ns upo:1, th1s 
question that you reahse how really d1fficul t 
th0 prcblem is. On the one hand you have 
people who object to any contmuance _of the 
trade, and whose remedy is to abol1sh 1t. 
The~ do not believe tha· any reform can _be 
of lasting benefit. and they stake cverythmg 
on the efforts that they make to rc.move what 
thev honestly bel ievc to be an ev1l.. 0 ' the 
other hand you have 1hose who behove that 
no evil exists at alL and that any attempt 
at curtailment of what they a~e pleased to 
term the privileg-es of the Brit1sh subJeCt IS 

an encroachmen on the nghts of the people. 
There is another class of people who behove 
that no interference 'hould take place at all, 
and who arc actuated by pm·son~l and. fina,n­
cial considcratio s. In introducmg th1< B1ll 
I desire to say that I have not considered 
any particular section o_f the peoj)lc, but have 
endeavoured to rccogmsc what IS nght a_nd 
proper from the standpoint of the maJOrity 
as I view it. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You will find it hard 
to make some of us believe that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The l_10n. 
gentle.man would find it ,hard t,, .~ch.eve 
anythmg that we advocateo from tln" s1de, 
bl!t I recognise that hte 1s so out of touc.lr 
with the majority of the people as to. be 
sitting in the cold shade;> of opp~s1t10n. 
\Vhat I desire to say in th1s respe<;t 1s theNt 
the Government introduced the J?Ill r.mroly 
as a reform measure. I think 1t wlll be 
recognised that in di_fferent parte of Anstraha 
during the war penod there was a demand 
for shorter hours. That demand has been 
responded to in different States--

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Do you remember us 
asking for that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: But whPther it 
hn.s accmnplished what those who d~manded 
it antieipatcd 1s another matter. 'Ihc· ~on. 
member ask. if I remember them dema 'dmg­
iL I rememb0r many demand" that he and 
others have made which have not been 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

supporte·~ by sincerity. I realise ih,n in 
this State no organised sincere den1and 'Va&" 
ever made for early closing. Early dosing 
was nsed as a political wer~pon. but was not 
Hipported by any organised attempt. for thP 
l'Pason that the true advocates of temperance 
rpform regarded early closing in Queens­
land as ROm(nvhat unnecessar.:-r, becauso they 
had the most stringent Act in the form of 
om· Liquor Act that existed in Australia. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am sure that you 
arc making a statement which the: pcoplu 
you are referring to would r,ot endor;c. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am speak­
ing of those whom I have had the privilege' 
to meet--

Ran. vV. H. BARNES: Then you have met 
very few. 

The HOME SECRE'l'ARY: And I say 
that no real definite organised demand was 
made in this State. Let us see what d0mands 
were made. There was a raid made in this 
Chamber by some ladies, who threw down 
cords from the gallery demanding 6 o'clock 
closing. We had a request from the Uppc1· 
House asking for 6 o'clock closing, sup­
ported in that Chamber by tcmperanco 
rcformers, who forced Hw Govermne t to 
which the hon. member for vVynnum 
belonged to hold back the Liquor Bill which 
was in charge of the hon. member for Albert, 
because thev demanded the insertion of 
cnto in provisions in the Bill which th<' 
Government tvere not prepared to insert. 

Hon. \V. H. B.\RNES: You are not speaking 
th., facts. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am speaking 
from the records of " Hansard." which show 
that the Hon. T. J. O'Shea, when ,peaking­
in that Chamber, said that the Go•·ernment 
to which the hon. member for Wynnum and 
thv hon. member for Albert belonged h~d 
entered into a contract, and th:>t certain 
provisions of the Bill were a breach of that 
cor: tract. 

Hon. W. H. BAR;,Es: I say emphatically 
that that is not correct. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE: A contract with whom~ 

The HOME SECRETARY: The liquor 
trade. \Opposition laughter.) 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You have bPen con· 
tracting with them-not us. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Wo are sub­
mitting a Bill to-night, which is purely a. 
rn(~asuro of reform--

Mr. ELPHlNSTONE: As a result of that con­
tract. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And we arC' 
content to leave the Jecision on tho question 
of continuance or prohibition to the people, 
\Yho will record their vote in Octobc>r next. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Once and for all. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: But you are not 
g<>ing to trust them afterwards. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
nc>Yer ga,·e them "n opportunity. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I will deal 
with that aspect of the question when I come 
to it. To my mind, the most importtJ.nt pro· 
vi~ion in this measure, and one in n 1 gard 
to which I understand the leader of the 
Opposition has foreshadowed an amend­
ment, is the proposed reduction of the exist­
ing hours from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
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to 8 p.m. In arriving at the hours sot forth 
i.!1 this mea~Iu·c. 1 have not done :-o without 
having Jlrst considered the matter thorclL!gnly. 

Mr. ELPHlNSTON[: Did vou arri-;e at the 
h<:)lH':-., or did sonlCOIJO elSe arrive at thcn1 
k·r :you '1 (Upposition laughter.) 

'l'ho H0:\1E SECRETARY: Thn hours 
were ;u-r;\ud a.t by tho united intelli!IEnce of 
thic. party. ~ 

Mr. ELPHrNSTOKE: By someone outside. 

The HOME SECRETARY: An hon. mem­
ber m·cup::ing a seat on the front Llpposition 
be!!ch sllOuld support his statemoms ,vith 
stronger arguments than tho hon. member 
u~es. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: I am simply using the 
Fremier's own words in 1911. 

T.he HOME SECRETARY: \Yo aru con­
sidering " delinite proposal for liqwJr refvrm, 
and the leader of the Opposition will use the 
power which his position gi; cs him to movo 
an amendment expreF,sing the will of the 
people represented by the opposit.· sido of 
the House eo far as those with whom he is 
associated arc concerned Before thG iuter­
ruption took piaco l was saying thut L or 
the Governmcnt-I speak for thL Government 
in this n1attor----.did not arrive at thr.:so hour-; 
w~thout deep cons1deration. Sugg1~stions 
With reg•trd to hours WGre made to me as 
Minister in charge of this measure coYering 
near!::' the whole twenty-four hours. There 
ore many people who would like to go back 
to the hours which prevailed before t,hu 
,passage of the 1885 Act. Let mo' say here, 
m support of my contention that this is the 
lint time that the hour-; of liquor traaing 
have been adjusted since the Act was passed 
m 1885. Pr;or to that the hours were from 
4 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Whose fault is that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The fault of 
the Government of the .Jay. 

Mr. ELPHINS'l'ONE: Yes, your Government. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Thi GoYern· 
ment ga.ve to the peopl.e o£ Queensland the 
po,ver to give ~xpression to their ' ill on 
the whole 4uestwn of whether the liquor 
traffic should disappear or whether it should 
continue. ThaL was .the greate-st thing ever 
clone m th., history of this Stat" foe tho 
tempPrance people It was suggested to me 
by <>ome people, that from 9 to 9 would be 
the most favourable hours, and by cthers 
from 8 to 8, and from my own electorate 
I recmved a gc'neral suggestion for tho 
contmuance of the hours till 1 o'clock in 
tile morning, so that the men who ca.me off 
the late shilt might get a drink. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CaRSER: What did the Emu Park 
Convention suggest. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hour3 that 
we ha.ve fixed upon appear to me to bo the 
hours which will assist those who are char"'ecl 
with the administration of this n1en;;~rL'

0 

to 
gd the best rebults from it. Hon. members 
opposite no doubt base their opi uion in 
favour of the hours from 8 to 6 on the 
experience of other States, but I wa.nt hon. 
mo;nbcrs to rea~isc that this is t.he only State 
whiCh has liquor laws c.tringent enou~b to 
enforce C'arly closing. In New Sou1h ~Vale~ 
ai,d Victoria the definitions o£ "lodo-or" and 
"bona fide traveller" are so br';;at! that 
almost any pers011 who ha.s any sta.~ding at 

all can obtain in tho lounge bars of hotel"· 
os much liquor as he can reasonably consume. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

I think it will be agreed that the most 
Jangcrotrs hours in which the sale of liquor 
can take place arc the c:crly hours of worn­
ing. Experience has Hhown that many a man 

"ho may lu vc partaken too fr"ely 
[7 p.m.] tno night before goes to a. 

hotel early in the morning with 
the intention of having one drink, but finishes 
up by mibing that day's work. 

Mr MORGAN: That is a good argument 
for prohibition. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The other 
dan_e;~'rous hours-the extreme hours of what 
I rn ight b'J rn useless drinking-are late at 
night. So that jn selecting the hours fro1n 
8 o'clock in the morning till 8 o'clock at 
night, I believe we shall avoid many of tbo· 
eYils which I witnessed in New South Wales 
when 6 o'clock closing came into force. It 
practically debarred a. large section 'lf the 
workers ~vho had performed a hard .Ja.y's 
work from getting the stimulant they felt they 
required-leaving out of consideration our 
beliefs a.s to whether drink is good or eviL 
Many other people in the community wer" 
able to leave their offices at half-past 4 and 
have what they deeme-d to be their right, 
but a large section of the workers wero 
deprived of it. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Are not the Wol·kers 
deprived of many other things which are 
very n1uch more ncccs-:ary? 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: That is so: 
but the hon. member, though a temperance 
advocate, had an opportunity for yeal's and 
years to bring about 6 o'clock closing, and 
''et he sat silent in the Admini,tr:ttion which 
he supported. To-clay, when we come for­
ward with something of a practical nature, ho 
interjects as he has done. But the strongest 
reason, I believe, whv the hours from 8 to 8 
are reasonable is this: Any Act of Pa.rlia· 
ment is no more than printed paper unl·css 
mnre good than evil rc"ults from its admin­
istration, and I claim tha.t one of the most 
dangerous things that Parliament can do 
is to interfere with what an individual shall 
oat or drink. We may pass any legislation 
to do that, but, unless its administration has 
thP moral support of a larg·e section of the 
community, wo shall accomplish nothing. 
The Government believe that in selecting the 
hours fixed in this Bill they will have behind 
them the major portion of the community, 
though many of th·m perhaps would likP 
prohibition. but will realise that it is at least 
a stop in the direction of a reform and that, 
1f successful, it may be improved upon till 
they accomplish their objective. vVe, as a 
Government, are not proposing the measure 
for anv other reason than that we believe that 
we, who will be called upon to administer it. 
'hall he able to do so in a wav that will make 
it th" success w · desire it to be. That is why 
we have selected the hours that we believe 
will bring to our aid the moral support of 
the community. We are going further than 
that_. We arc taking the opportunity to 
rectify a wrong that has existed, so far as the 
liquor traffic is concerned, in relation LO the 
treatment meted out to the various clubs 
throughout Queensland. We have determined 
that we will not pass an Act of Parliament 
which will grant favourable treatment to 
what might be termed a popular club. We 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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wlll strike at the eYiL rccogni:sing that by 
;.,trikil'g at it through the hot0l p oplo alone 
js only half accompLi::hing our \rork. 

l'dr. !\lAXWELL: \\"hat are you going to do 
with the parliauJell\ary bar! 

The HO:\TE S"ECRE'L\RY: If the hon. 
g·l'Ltkrnun ·will ar1ply hi,:-; intelligcnc:· to dlC 
quL tiou, he wiil rcali:-;t' that this liouse is 
ma,Jcr of thl' parliamcutary staff, and surely 
to God it does nt.t rcc;u:rc an Act of Parlia­
tncnL to control our own action:';! Thi~ Bl:l 
is in. ended to rectify a wrong with regar-d 
to clubs that has existe-d since the Act was 
passed 1n 1912. There is a certain amount 
ot history attached to that Act which makco 
\-ery interesting reading. The hon. nwmbor 
for Albort, who was in charge of that 
n1casure, set out to accornplish ,vhat we arc 
lrying to accomplish to-day. He intended 
that the clubs should have no preferential 
troutm<mt. When the members repro''onting 
the popular will of the people in thn Legi'­
lative Assembly pasee-d that Act, the < lubs 
nud hotels wore placed on 8Yl equal fucting; 
btu the cftorts of the Legislative Assembl:c 
wore nullified bv the uon1inec Chan1ber, 1vho 
\Vt're able to gi~'e prefc~rPntiul troat.ncnt,. not 
to ail clubs but to certain dubs, and that 
proyl;;1on v,-;ls <.;a rricd on the ca;;;ting vote of 
the Lchuinnan of Committees. Thi,- Bill, as 
j· is drafted, cnntains a certain dC'fL'~'t, and 
<h-,os not give dfcct to whnt I de''irod when 
1 fir:-:.t started out. I intend, i.n Committee, 
tu nJoYe nn am~·udn1L-Jt I'Pctlf:,-ing that and 

slnc<.:rely hopL' tb:tt lJorL llH'mbel' on both 
will a><:>l~~ rnt: in glv1ug that amendment 

an ea-;y passage. Jieprcs~nt.\tion~ have bcu1 
n1tu1o tu me on a ver~, Inqwrtant rnatter­
onc that should be cL '"' :! up bdoru tho poll 
i~; taken in Octcbcr. rrhat 1111portant rnati r 
i the sah~ of ~ucra'':"ll'lltal ~ne-, if prohj­
bilio·l is broug:1t about. I have givell my 

r~-l thi!Ik it wil 1 bl~ agl'Pf'd vrith h.Y 
sect:ons of the -thab, "hen the B,l] 

in Ct,Hlmitt-,(~, l anJL~IHl it b rnaki~ll-( 
p:Dvi~icn 1· :Ill( ntal witH' ;;,\tall bt~ .at 
th•: cburch dc,sin it. 
<'VCJJ brought about as tho 
J'C'·uil ill ~ktober, or of any other 
vott~ that HlilY tak"n. 

The Sr:·nETARY FOJ\ T'FBLIC LANDS : The 
church will be very popular then. 

'J'hu H0:\1E SECRETAHY: I wish to say 
a f('\Y \YOr·J::> on tlv~ que:-.tiun of l.icl'l1.J(y; f(Jf 

billiard-rcorns on lwtd premi.;es. Tho Bill 
prop\lsos that hotel billianl-rooms eh1ill b' 
clo:wd at. 8 o'clock. ] urn a3king the IlolLe 
hl gi\"C n1e power.a by regul~t1o~l, to broaclt1 ll 
that provision in couutry ·chstrJets, :-vho.re, l 
buLcn>, n groat har-d hip may be mfhctod. 
I desire power under the rognlatwm to 
pnablo mo to ext;ond the hoUI'S where blllwrd­
rooms mav lw kept open, and if I do that, 
I can at feast detern1inc 1 he construction of 
dw billiard·rcom in its relation to the bar 
to sec that our efforts in one direction are 
not nullified by our efforts in another. 

ThPre is another clause that I desire to 
touch upon, and that is the proviso under 
which we ta.ke pcnver to regulate, as 1t \Vcrc, 
certain labour that will be emploved in 
and around the hotel. There is nothi11g 11C\V 

in the proposition. ·A rncasure introduced 
by !he hon. member fo~- Albert was amended 
in this Chamber, I thmk, on the motwn of 
thn present Prmnier, so that a pr<?VlSlO_D 
similar to that which I have placed m th1s 
measure mic;ht be given effect to. Agam, 
th<' efforts of the Legislative Assemblv WU'<' 

[Hon . .!. Stopford. 

nullified by another Chamber, and on the 
tuca~urc being returned here it was dropped 
in 1911. It was ro-introdnced in 1912, and, 
in view of the opposition in another place, 
1 his provi:-:o \vas not. inserted in the measure. 
I have listened to and I have read the remarks 
~-£ hon. lllC'tnbcrs opposite and their sup­
P')rtf'rs 011tsidc on ilJc very grave question of 
t hP InaiJ,t.r'tl<:tllL of our sugar indu5try. They 
have brrsed their argtnnonts on the fact that 
t1wy arC' su~1portcrs of the " VVhito Austra­
lia " 11olicy. 

0PPOSil'JON 3.1IDIBEHS: IIear, hear!. 

The IJOivH:: SECHETARY: In any indm­
trY which j, canied on under license of thE' 
G;JYernmcnt \YC might well try and practise 
what we preach. 
GO\'ER~1IEKT }iE1rBERS: IIoar, hear ! 

The llONIE SECRETARY: If it is right 
to gi\·e (~ffect to kgislation su<:h as we have 
dot:c tinw after tirnP in various Bills in 
j his lT ouse. it is equally rig-ht that we should 
det.c-nninc that C1olourcd pPople, as frtr as 
poosilJllJ. sh;;ll bo removed from an industry 
rd1c1." cur womPn folk are a~~kcd to '\York 
side by si<le \Yith them. I do not antici­
pa1'P tbDt the clau (~ will causo any. great 
co11tc:ntion f1 01n hon. rncm bcrs opposite. 

l\'Ir. IZEHn: ):on arc not rc1noving them 
fro1n thL: industry? 

The I!O:i.lE SECRETARY: The hon. 
w<'rrtbf'r fc r Enoggera should rccognl"C that 
thPte are C<'rtain nntionnl plo~lcrrl<:: that 
compel the expros•·ion of the idea embraced 
in the a •nf'nclm"nt. Thot has be on debated 
Bevcral t.in<C"< previ{1wdy in the I-Iou~~e, but.. 
if hon. nwndJI·rs have any ;:unendmonts to 
offer, we ,-ill di,c-uss them at the Committee 
-sta.C!;'t). 

I now cnme to another vcrv important pro­
\-;:-io:J. .. 11d that is tho oi'w under \vhich 
th(_! GoYcrnmPnt a re rcpc~aling section 191, 
(u) of tho prc"·nl Liquor Act d' alir'g with 
··llf'Ciul lJolb: c'n the quoshon of natJonali~a­
t~nlJ. nr~lhibition. or continuance. There is 
nn Sl~ltP in Ausira1ia wherP grcnt0r faeili­
tics haVP hu•n cri\-011 to test the opinions of 
the Jl<'oplc on othc question of prohibition 
than in Que0neland. 

An OPPOSTT!OX ME1IBER: \Vhy are you 
rci1calln~ it? 

The 110:\U; SECRj~TARY: I wil1 come 
to that in a moment. I desire f1rst to trace 
the hi,,torv of local ontion and prohibition 
po1L~ in this State. The fir::::t of :;m('h proYi­
sions w:Js contained in th:' 1885 Act. That 
pi·ovi,ion JWOYided that the question of pro­
hibition could be dctermmcd m ccrtam dJs­
tricts, but purely on a ratepa:v£'rs' franchisP. 
A pofition of Ollo-oixth of the total number 

rJJe·wvr'r' conld demand a poll. The fact 
n'nthin;r re~uJtrd frotn that will be 

recorrni-ccd -vhcn wo consider the nat,ue of 
the franchis0 then offered, when ono indi­
vi2un1, a property owner. ,Yho po:·-ihly ,-,vas 
interested in lhc liquor trade. m1ght have 
at ]e;"t trn votr,_ That continued until 
1912. "·hen n nwasurc w>ts introduced by 
the then Government, -.-.-hieh gave a form of 
local ontion and >vhieh determined th11t no 
new licen,cs could be granted by the 
liccnsinE( court. Up to that time the court 
had a 'right to g:rant licenses. In 1912 a 
very important anwndment was made. The 
old' Aet placer\ tho onus on the p0ople ,~ho 
protp-.t.ed t1 p:ainst ne~ov licenses of prov1ng 
that the wish of the people was contrary to 
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the granting of new licenses. In 1912 this 
was amended, and the onus was placed on 
the shoulders of those who desired new 
licenses to prove that the public ·desired new 
licenses, so plaeing the initiation of the 
petition on the right shoulders~the shoulders 
Df the people desiring that the will of the 
people should be in any partieular direction. 
That propmal was amended in 1912, and it 
was providecl that after 1915~later on amen· 
dcd to read 19l6~no new licenses could be 
obtained without first instituting a poll by a 
petition of one-tenth of the electors in the 
<:listrict in which the poll was to be taken. 
It wa.s nlso provided that three resolutions 
might be submitted to the people-

,, A" Resolution, n1aking for a reduction of 
25 per cent. in the existing licenses. 

" B" Reeolution~which could not be moved 
until "A" Rewlution had been carried~ 
provided for a further roduction of 25 per 
cent. 

"C " Resolution, after " B " had been car­
ried. provided for a still further reduction 
of 25 per cent., and it was provided that 
when "C" Resolution had been carried, a 
furthC'r referendum might take the question 
on " D " Resolution. 

Perhaps it would be as well if I were to 
refer to some of the local option polls that 
have taken place in the State, because I 
desire hon. members clcarlv to understand 
what this question has cost 'the consolidated 
revenue of this State over a number of years. 

"In 1913, ten polls wore initiated; 
five 1vcrc carried. 

" Tn 1914, sixteen polls were initiated; 
eleven "''ere carried. 

"In 1915, sixteen polls initiated; ton 
·\vcre en rried. 

'' In 1916, four poll' initiai<!d; two 
1verc carried." 

{Jndcr the new provision in 1917. Re-olution 
"A'"wns put to tho Yote in fiftv-five districts 
of ~he ~tat;; an~ ·was cru:ricd ill four.. Reso-
1ntwn E. which nrov!deo for an mcrease 
on the ex i~ting licCnses, \Yas put in two 
,1iotricts, and ea rried in hvo districts. In 
1919. Resvlutjon "A" as put in one district, 
and 1vas not carri0d. RF~'Solution "E." pro­
vidinz for nn increase, was put in· eleven 
districts and carried in four. 

In 1923 Resolution "E" was put in thirteen 
<:listricts and carried in three districts. That 
shows the larg-e number of polls that were 
taken under the early provisions of that 
measure. I did not have the cost of the 
various polls worked out. but, if hon. mem­
bers consider what an ordinary election costs, 
and thet we g-ive the same facilities in regard 
to local option polls that we give at a general 
:lection, they will get some approximate 
1dea of the co~t of th"se polls. The Act 
that I refer to contained another important 
provi.<ion~ihat in 192.5 a further referendum 
might be taken. That has alwavs been 
recognised as an agreement between J;he then 
GO\'Crnmrnt nnd the liC]ltOr trade on the 
qucsHon of ti1ne compf'nP.ation instead of 
mane:-; compensation. Ref'olution "D'' gave 
the riFht to initiato:· a poll on the queetion 
of total prohib;tion if anv electoral district 
or the whole Sta to had carried Resolution 
HA," R·esolution "B." or Resolution ''C." 
Under scc6on 170 of the Act, a poll may be 
taken in 1925 either in one district or in the 
whole State on either Resolution " D" or 

1923~y 

Resolution "E," provided a petition signed 
by 10 per cent. of the electors has been 
received, Another important feature entered 
illto the liquor quPstion of this State in 
connection witb the hvsterical attitude of 
other Governm0nts on the question of early 
closing. I made a statement that the true 
t''mpcrance reformer in Queensland never 
did desire early closint; during- that pe1 iod, 
because he stood definitely on his belief that 
he could appeal io the people and obtain a 
Yote on the broader question covered by 
Resolution "D," and on the representation of 
those people to this Government their request 
was granted by a special Act being granted 
to them-by an Act passed by my prede­
ces;or in 1920~whercby, honouring th: pro­
mise of the previous Government, this Go­
vernment determined to give them the oppor­
tunity of testing whether their judgment of 
public opinion was correct or not, and passed 
a provision that would carry them over the 
period that must elapse as laid down in the 
previous Act. The history of the last attempt 
is well known, \Vhat hon. members should 
realise is this: The Government must be 
concerne-d on qncstione of fmance and public 
policy, and while they may be prepared to 
give a fair deal to any view that may be 
held bv a large section of the community, 
tlwy cannot allow the peaceful life of the 
community to be disturbed by too repeated 
appeals such as the present Act provides 
for. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: That is shockingly 
thin. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I want the 
hon. member for IY ynnum to realise that 
any criticism of the actions of this Govern­
nwnt on liquor legislation or liquor adminis­
tration cannot be truly effective unless he 
realises his own actions. lie is a man vvith 
fixed opmwns, yet he swallowed those 
·opinions when he had power to give effect to 
them. The bon. mcmher for Wynnum says 
that my argument is too thin, but I believe 
that, as I proceed. he will realise the force 
of what I am saying. I want the IJ;ouse t? 
realise that the last appeal under th1s parti­
c:.tlar section cost the taxpayers of the State 
botweeon £20,000 ancl £25,000. 

A GoYERN)TEXT :\IE~lEErl': How much di-d it 
cost the prohibi1ion people? 

The HO:\fE SECRETARY: It may have 
cost the prohibition people a larg-e amount. 
I claim that it would be a disgrace to the 
prohibition people and the licensed victuallers 
if a queotion of this description, on a poll 
given freely by tho Govern:nent, was not 
fought out on the soundest lmcs they coul-d 
figh~t it. so that they might get a true reflex 
of the opinion of the people. 

Mr. MORGAX: You do not trust the people 
any longer. 

'The HOME SECRETARY: These polls 
have gone on, and the Government have 
stood firm to the pledge, they made, and 
although we are ir:troducing this Bill to-night 
ns a measure of reform. wo are still adhering 
t•J what we .rave the temperance people-1he 
ri"ht again to obtain. without initiation and 
\vrthout cost, a further expression of opinion 
from the p0opl~. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I ask whether 
any hon, member opposite will assert 1 hat 
the Government, who have tried repeatedly 

Hon. J. Stopford.] 
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to provide for obtaining an expression of the 
will of the people on this question, should 
continue the same method of securing that 
f-''>Cprcs::ion, vd1e11 at the same time that section 
of the comrrnlnit:: has tht~ same right, under 
arothcr pro;·is'on of the Bill which will come 
into force. before they suffer any lo'B by the 
removal of the provision I have spoken of 
to-night. 

Hon. vY. II. BARNES: Do you remember 
what you fa il<'d tc, do in connection with the 
Upper House? 

The SE,.RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
fixed i!Hc prc•scnt hours. 

The HOME ST<;CRETARY: In order that 
th£' I-Ion;-;e tnny kn(nv the po::-ition with rcga,rd 
t•J tlus question, I will state the exact number 
of polls that can he taken under the existing 
law. I woulrl then a,k who her we should 
continue on tho'3o lino:->, or whether we, as a 
Govcr n:ent, chould detPrmine to do the fair 
thillg. but not the foolic.h thing. Many hon. 
men.bcrs knew that in Ma" last local option 
poll- "-'"'' available for thosf' who liked to 
in1 iat(' Ht~'nL H wa-.: rc..L!-i~od thnt tho~e 
local option polls had to be confined to 
H,Psol'l1 ions '"A." '( 13_" " E "; but ln 1925 
Resolution " D " will come into operation. 
Srr1io11 17() nf th:• Ad -...t lf;"·, th;!t l!11tw th­
standing anything else in the Act, Resolution 
"lJ'' n1a\- GP ~ubrnitted either in a di-,trjct 
or a r r(:'up of c11:-trict--. In other word , 
a1thow::'J ..:;ectinn 191A, df•aling" with the ~pe· ial 
poll which ',vill be taken in October, will 
dis:lpnf~ar. yPt prohibition votes rnay bP 1 a ken 
in 1925. either ovN thD whole of the State or 
in portions of the State. b,v the initiation of 
a petition of 10 per C<'llt. of the cl cc, ors. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOKE: \Vhcre is that provided 
for'! 

The HO'\IE SECRETARY: It is provided 
for m q·ction 170. I will read the actual 
polls v:hich we arc bound to take if this Bill 
is not passed, showing that the power will 
romai:t f~vcn if '''hat '"D propose in this 
mPa-urf' is no' given cffPct lo. 1Jndcr sf'ctlrm 
170 polls may be taken in 1925, following the 
three-year pcriorl nf l\iay no lis, \\'hi rh w'll 
come into operation, as fa1' ao Resolution 
" D " is concerned_. There may be a poll in 
1926. a furtl1cr on<> in 1928, a further one in 
l'l29, a fur her one' in 193L a further one in 
1932, a furthc1· one i 1 1934. and .1, further 

one in 1935, and so on. That 
~7.30 p.m.] does not include the special poll 

which I am preparing to wipe 
cut hy this Bill, becaus0 polls und0r that 
,,revision can he held in October, 1923, and 
"'""~'Y third year afterwards. I have just 
;,;ivcn a brief outline of the number of pDlls 
which can be taken, without explaining the 
sections in detail. 

Mr. :VIol!G-\N: You arc misleading the 
Chambn. You know that ono has to be 
can·icd bdorc another can be put. 

Tlw HOME SECRETARY: Anv man 
wonld he fooli .h. with nwmbcrs in thio House 
acquaintncl with this eubjcct and with the 
library at their disposal, to come into this 
House and supply fabP information delibm·­
aidy. Let me proc cd on tho even tenor 
of my way. Hon. nlC'mbers often complain 
that they do not g0t information. 1 am 
trying to givP thorn as n1uch infnrmntion as 
I can. In 1923 thoro arn two no'ls-nnc was 
held in May and ono will be held in October, 
although the May poll was not a prohibition 
poll. In 1925 there is one poll, in 1926, if 
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the Act remains as it is, there can be a 
prohibition poll in May and a prohibition 
pDll in October. In 1928 there can be Dne 
poll. in 1929 two polls, in 1931 one poll, 
in 1932 two polls, in 1934 one poll, and in 
191'5 tiYO polis. and >.0 on. I do not think 
that Parliament ever intended such a state 
of things to continue. Adherence to that 
policy can only result in the State beir~g 
kept in a :.-::ort of contint1al turmoil. 1f ID 

Octobel" rwxt prohibition w0re carried-and, 
i i I \\·ere a supporter of it, I would proclaim 
t'w fact from the housetops; I ncYer back a 
horse but that I RA. Y he is going to win, and, 
if I back a political part,v, I ·a'.' they are 
going to "Win-if in October prohibition be 
carried the liu·nscd victualler. if thc Act is 
not :tli:ercd. can initiate a poll in 1~25. pro­
Yided thot ihe proper petition is pr0sented 
b fqrc ~Oth :\"oYcmber, 1924. Then, if tho 
._\et rcrnains ns it i~, a poll can be lwld \Ylth­
out any initi>ttion in 1926. ;end so on. The 
lll'chibitionist who says t.h>tt an injur:: has 
lH•cn done to his cau.~o by th{1 rernoYal of 
t h0se special polls ad m its that he fears 
d0fcat. brcauf'e he want.::; to kec'p us perpetu­
ally at the question without any pos,ible 
hc,pn of f'Olntion. Are ~.\ c to hav0 no pt'nod 
of ,t:,bilitv? Wlwre is it all to end? I con­
tend thnt 'an:v body who claim to rcprc:-;ent a 
n:ajoritv of the pconle hnt '•' ho coil fc:s that 
in twelve long month,; thev cannot prepare a 
pf'tition repre,cntativc of 10 per cent. of the 
electors of this State h>tvc no claim to 
recognition n a pubFc body at all. 

HONOURABLE ME:lrBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The IIOME SECRETARY: I clai"' there· 
fore that \vhirhcv•.'r side ·vvins in Octc::lH~r liC'Xt 

a pctit;on vvlll \;c nr~·::c::tc·cl ;'"or a !H)·.~ in 
192.1. If prohibition is carri•·cl t b tlw ~\et 
stipulatrs that aficr the Ilf'Xt term 
of (i.r htecn rno!'tl>:::; prchihition ~ha < nmc--
into iorcc. And net m 'Y a take 
place v•wn thf' qucsbon St·-;ft1 - prohi-
hition. h'Jt nolis ma-· be in >Jnv State 
r•lf'etol'a i di::-triet or of her ,t(ict decla.reJ for 
the purpo,e. 

I have heard it. sa; cl that we are t •king­
somt•tlii:lg- frmn the prohibition p<'OpJe. 1 
claim that as a Gmcrnmcnt we r1a\ • the 
right, 111 v~.:h;Jtf'VPT rnPas.un~ of rcforrn we 
m a v of interpreting the ,,-i hcs of 
tho of the people, and th" fact that 

a srcor'd noll without iniii:d ion 
OT cvst a C\'~·,,ain cctlon cf the cornmunity, 
-.,·ho ha,-e had three ~cars to advocate their 
( tus~ and prepare thCir lino of att,1ck, ~hows 
that wo h~ve no desire to take from them 
an• thing to which they are legitimately 
entitled. 

It has been ~a-id hv intcrj:'ctlon to-n-ight 
that this Bill is being introduced at the 
request of the lic"n;:•d \ic tua!t"r All I 
can ~a\ 1;, thnt tht~ l~ccn~cd who 
likf'::; t~1is Bill ~honld be under n1y car' in one 
of the in~allP ·1_s.v!un1s. Lrt me rut the case 
for hirn n~ I ~er it. As:-:utning thnt prohibi­
tion is C>1rried in 1923, he has to initiate a 
petition and has to rc•vcrs8 that dPcision undrr 
a provi;;;;ion whlch stipulates for a certain 
votn and a certain majority. If he is satis­
JLed with that, then he is easily satisfied 

I have spoken longer than I intended to. 
I hope that, when I get used to making­
second·reading speeches, I shall be aLle to 
curtail them. (Laughter.) Rccogn;s'ng that 
I ought to put the full facts before the House 
and show hon. members to what the country 
1s committed by a continuation of the 
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measures which have been passed by two 
different Govcrnrncnts aiming at the ~amc 
obj0ctiv·P, I have cndeavoun~d to give the 
full facts as I understand the po'ition. There 
is ono point on which I did not touch. We 
ban' a local option poll, indqJondent of· tho 
special poll, in 1923, and a fnrther poll 
bl'cotucs nP~:'S'nry thc~r for<' in 1925. I have 
told YOU that in 1925 wn shall have another 
pol~ if a pc'ti1ion i:\ fHP~ent<:d, which in its 
tu m nw llb tlwt 11 o shall ha ye another poll 
in 1928. We cannot lotrically claim that polls 
should fo1low on:: anothm~ ·"O clo~o\y, cou­
sidcring that Hw ccwdit;ons under whl~h they 
will !J .. taken arc the same. I am tlll'rdore 
rr~J\~iding in tho Bill that if u noll is 
initiutN( in 1825 tho thteo-year periods will 
dato from 19:<5, ami the nr"ct set d potls 
will be in 1928, in order that we may g-et 
back io the orig-inal intention of the Act. of a 
n'a.•onnbic li1nit bcbH'·' n thP.:>O period::; of 
turmoil. If. however, it is felt that the time 
p-iYcn till :i.925 is not sufficient and the poll is 
deln ·d l!litil 1926. then the threc-y~ar 
pcri' cl , ill date from 1926 to 1929, and so 
on. I have rnuch pleasure in r~luYing·-

" That the Bill lw now rc•acl a second 
time." 

Mr. ELPHT'\STONE (Oxlcy): I 'lwuld 
llkP at Llw oul~,ct to cornpiimcnt th~: liomo 

l'V un the nHtllllf~r in whict1 he has 
·,d thi' mca:,m·c. It is the tirst time 

\YC' ha.ve had th(• plcasuro2 of h~teni:l;.!,' :o hirn 
nHn·inf..t the SL'cond rPading of a Brl! sineP 
h(' has fwen a tnernhcr of the Cnb;not. and 
I hope we shall hear him on other occasions 
'Clurillg' this Sl~bsion. l con1plinwnt him still 
f1n·tltor bef' 1nse hr has ha(i an '~x~·c~·Gingly 
difficu:t 1_,~uk to-night in hi8 cndeavonr to 
defend hi::. Govornn1cnt ::t,Q·uin~t a gras~ af't 
of if of nor.hing· wor~o. I prc-
SllmP dnty of the Oppo~lt ion \vil1 nnt bt~ 
tn di.-;cu-ss wfwthc1· pro.bibition or eariv clos­
irw is the cure of the liquor problem. ' I ca.n 
Pn.~ily catry rny _rnind b<tck son1G thrt•f> ycc:trs 
fl.;In whmt the Liquor ~et Arnendrnc!1t Bill 
of 1920 \V.ts before this House, \\hen many of 
the Opposition dcliv<'rr:d speeches much in 
keeping with the Home Se< :·ctary's spN'ch 
to-ni!dtt, b: · ceching that the isme of early 
clo-:;iug- should be placed in that rncasure so 
that i ccuk! hu rut beiore thl' people a-: the 
fourth il:./tL' when the roferonduru came about. 
In tho,;e da:: s hon. gentlemen opposite thoug-ht 
nuit<' differently. They contended th •t the 
question of ca.rl:,· c1os1nu; was beside thr rnark. 
1t wa~ r!:1~:ing \vlth the subject. It was no 

\Yhatcvcr. It was not to be con::;ich•rcd 
one rr1inut':' The rtrriCIHhncAJt t lw,t w~~ 

n'ovcd for the purpose of allowi11g- Llmt fourth 
i;.; ... uc was defeated No·N v.,lthin threr~ years 
these hon. g-0ntlcn1cn are turning round nnd 
:::crappir:g their a·~\n nlcasuro, and adopting 
11-Jf vPrv clause which we striYed o:;o ba.rd to 
bnve i11hoduced into that Bill. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLJC INSTRCC1'!0]'1: 
That is no rr'oson for objecting to the Bill. 

Mr. ELPHJ'\TSTONE: I am glad to tice 
that hon. nlemlJOfd opposito are comin-- back 
to reason. J hope that, as the sos,io" pro­
cr·eds. t.he GO\ ornmcnt will think "S the 
Opposition think. and as the Oppo<itiou have 
bot:n thinking for rnany ye1 rs pa-~t. 

Tlw PmDrrER: ls that whv 'iOU we 1t back 
t.o t.ho 1\'a!.ionulist party'? · (Government 
lsughtl'r.) 

Mr. ELPHI'\TSTONE: No. The point. the 
hen. !!'f'nfc':ran has to underBtantl is that 
there is evolution taking place in Opposition 

l'c,Jitics. the streng-th of which he will recog­
ni'c before be is very much older. I only 
ltc:pe that the Premier is as comforta.blP in 
hi:5 very U1Iccrt:un carnp as I arn in mine. 
(L<md UoYcrnrnent laughter.) The pcint I 
wish to wake in r<'gard to this matt<".· is that, 
in spite uf the g-reat defence which th~· Home 
Secretary hns put up in regard to this mea­
~urc, WP h:1ve to recognise to-night-there 
i;;, no g-ood rnincing matLcrs-that he iB pro­
po::.in:.!,' to COl!:-'urnmat.c an unholy alliance­
hct.~«~·cn the liqanr trade and his party. In 
support of that 1 urn going- to quote no Iesf:. 
an authoritv than the Premier_ lt show3 how 
CJ;e's opjn{ons Yary according to the Ride 
of the House on which he sits. 

The Sr.cr<ETARY FOB PuBLIC LANDS: You arc 
:t g-ood jndge of that. 

l\1r. ELPI-II:'\STONE: The Premi<'r is 
rc·)Jnrtcd in " J:iansartl '' for 1911, at page 
1427, as toiiows :-

"I \V(JuJd t'oinL cut to tne~bors that 
the '!ra-dc> until now has fought all t8D1TWf­

anc_• organi~. fonN. and foug.ht all reform 
that has fur its object the pronet· rcgul~t­
tion of the trade. lt has supplied bribes 
and hu~i1 monl:.\ and the rrwnc, to fight 
polil ical elPcLion::::, and has fonght on 
evm·.v pos:'ible occasion, and hfl~ aLvay~ 
coew ouc on top. \Vhencver a.ny rnfonn 
trlOV8Ynent ha.~ reached an appart'ntly 
~UCC('~Sfli~ and has been pnt into 
operatioll. rornn along- the peop1P-
-who haYe YeeteJ interests in ih·· trade, 
and, by dcvi!ll!S 1nc:thods mo'51ly. they 
httYU Jil<-L:l<lf.{f'd to undcnninc th0 n·forr'n 
and ev{~ni nallv overthrow it. Th;tt has 
been thC' C'XJl~licncu :n cnuntrie.o: whieh 
hnYe tried w apply the principle of 
prohil::-ition.'' 

I \VU.nt once tnore to repeat certain '·ignifi­
callt word~-

" it has sLrpplied bribes and hush 
money ancl m;nwy to fig-ht political elec­
tion~, and has fought on ever,Y 11o:s::::ihle 
occa~ion, anJ ha:5 always corne out on 
top.·' 

Once mon'. iho liquor trade of QucenslaYI<l 
rms come ont on top bv the introdu:·tion of 
thls measure in1·o this 1:-Ionse tD-night. Hon. 
gcntlern<'n uppositc havn had to cat their 
C''vn \rords and simnlv bow their knt·p to 
Hanl. That i'3 the 1:e~l sum (1,nd sllbst:tnce 
pf this Bill. How long is Queensl8,nrl to be 
dominated by this liquor trade? The Pre­
nricr n,drnitt.ed in 1911 that Quecnshnd was 
under tbe don1irwtion of the liquor trade; 
ilr'ti, by the attitude of hon. mombors to·ni;r,ht, 
w_, have further proof that that is the r,osi­
t,iun. I pr~sumo that we arc all sincere jn 
c;nr dc;;;iro to uplift hurnanity I WLint to 
n~k hon. IIH'JnbcL:S opposite how long arc the 
interPsts of Queensland-and the world. as 
ti>o Premier admits-t.o be subjugnteri to this 
liqnor tmde! \Ve must admit that the public 
interests arC> subjng-ated to this liquor trade. 
H'Jll. opposite know tint it i- so. 
Smn~~ u.3 know rnore about the En1u Park 
Conn::ntion thnn hon. members OPtlu~ito give 
'' credit for. We know perfedly well that 
u bargain had been entered into which was 
cnnsumtnatod ;d; the Emu Park Cf)nvor.tion 
that these prohibition polls-which wf'ro " 
n>0nacc i,o the liqnor trade-had to be w: ped 
nut and ltacl to be replac~d by some' ccrl.ai·tty 
or fixtty in regard to the liquor question. 
t.hr rocult of which was, :ts I will once more 
repeat-

" It has 
money Mtd 

supplied bribes and hush 
the money to fight polltical 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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elections, and has fought on every pos­
sible occao:;;ion, and has ahvays -come out 
0n top." 

1\o\v we sec where a 11 the t:iUpport was 
earning from during the last elections. It 
was the support from "Bung." There is no 
getting away from that. To my mind, it is a 
most shocking illustration of the effect of out­
side influenc~s. The vested interests that are 
supposed to coel'co the present Opposition on 
every occasion are beginning to n1ake their 
forces felt with hon. mcmb0rs opposite. 
Another extraordinary point is that, whilst 
all the other S ates of the Commonwealth 
years ago introduced rncasures or referenda 
for the reduction of hours for the sale of 
liquor, here in Queensland we went all 
through the war without any alteration in 
the hours of s:tle. Now in the year 1923 
we begin to find that a reduction in the 
hours for the salP of liquor is a measure 
that the commtJnity demand. \Vhy have 
we deferred it so long? Why is it, th<tt hon. 
members opposite h'ave tal~en about nine 
yr'nrs before doing that which the nther 
States introduced many years ago? ·why is 
it that this ncceBsar·o innovation has been 
delayed 'o long? ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC I;-;sTRT:CTJON: 
\Vc did not want to interfere ;vith the 
0xpressod will of the people 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Whv did the 
Gc.Yernmcnt not introduc0 the rnUtter in 1920, 
,., hen we asked thm11 to give the peop]p an 
oppurtun)ty of ~aying what their views wore 
with regard to early closing? rrh·~~ G.,Jvcrn­
rnnnt stand ab,olutciy condemned. They imvo 
romo under the dou1ination of t.h<' linnor 
ll'adc, ctnd their silence to-night ft•rr,;shes 
full proof of what I state. \Vhat we,-,, the 
earlier cffort:3 to bring about this early clos­
ing in Queensland? I rerncmbPr a petition 
being presented to the llome Scrrc ary on 
more than one occasion a~king that there 
should be early dosing. I rcrnember. since 
my time in ParJi,mcnt. the Legislative Coun­
cil initiati~:g a Bill which had as it' object 
the early cJo,ing of public houses in Queens­
land, which Bill was never deal with in this 
House I remember the very strenuous efforts 
that were put forward by the Opposition to 
have that fourth iesue of early clo,,ing in­
cluded in the referendum which was to be 
placed before the pcopl0. 

Mr. HARTf,EY: \Vho was working for 
"Bung '' when you moved that? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We arc not aro;u­
ing as to \vhuther r·rohibition or earlv el ... 1sing 
is the proper sohn ion. Speaking for myself; 
I an1 an early closing rnttn and hrrvc nhvay1 
been so, because 1 b0licYe in moderation in 
t11£'Se th~ngs a-s in all nlhcrs. Wr~ arr"' not 
approaching thjs n1nttcr fr6n1 a par~~- s11nd~ 
point any tlloro than the Govcrnmunt should 
approach it from a party standpoint. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Didn't you appl:· for the 
l>r'"ition of s<'cretary to the Licens<:>d Vic­
tuallers' Associati<Jn? 

Mr. ELPHI::\'STONE: I cannot ulldor­
st:,_nd the chattering of th·" hon. gentleman 
whc is idcrjoctino;. He is asked to vote for 
and swall<Jw a m<:>:lsm·e of this description, 
when 'it is against the better feelings of his 
conscience. 1 sympathise with him. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I do not want your 
sympathy. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: As I said before, 
we are not offering critiCism on this measure 
on the ground that we are supporters of 

[lvlr. Elphinstone. 

prohibition or early closing. We arc indig­
nant on the ground of the inconsistency of 
the Government in regard to the handling 
of this important and particular question. 
Where is the great principle of the initiative 
and referendum which used to be introduced 
in this House session after session? Time 
after time it was introduced, and it was 
stated that the only drawback to its final 
consummation was the Legislative Council. 
It is remarkable that since the Legislative 
Council has been wiped out we have never 
hoary anvthing- more of the initiative and 
referendum. Why are those hon. members 
who have stood for those principles now 
going to deny the people the right to express 
themselves on this important subject? 

Th" HO)TE SECRETARY: They can iuitiate a. 
poll eYery three yearo 

Mr. ELPI-IINSTONE: The Home S':~cre­
tary said so. I have listened very ea,refully 
to hi., remarks, and with all due deference 
to him, and without implying that he tried 
to mislead the Houoc in any \Yay, I am not 
at all clear on it. \Vc know that there is 
ccrtam compl:cated paraphernalia to be com­
plied with before that issue can be pu1 beforE' 
the pt'ople. 

The HO}JE SECRETARY: Not at all----only a 
pPtition of 10 per celilt. of the total number 
of elector·'· 

~fr. EL!'HINSTOJ'\E: The Homo Secre­
tary "'ould not be allowed by "Bung" to 
permit that pari icular feature to exist if 
there had becu anything in it. Hon. mem­
bers opposite know quite well that the liquor 
tra·de, by snpporting the GoYcrcJment. know 
that they have gut down to a safe anchorage 
and that thev will be relieved from fear of 
rno]c-.;;L-'-tion for years to come. I a1n not 
arguing whether the early-closing issue is a 
right one or not. It is our duty to-night to 
expose the Government and their shocking 
ir1coe~j~tency in regard to this matter. 

Th., SECHETARY FOR PrBLTC LAOiDS: You arc 
a judge of sitting on a fence. 

Mr. ELI'HINSTOC\:E: vVhcre are the sup­
par, ere of prohibition to-day in the ranb of 
the La hour pa:-ty '! W c know qUlte well 
that there arc some hon. members on the 
Govc·rmnent side who have at all huuro of 
the day s ood out strenuously to support th<l 
Govc,·mnent iu prohibition. \Ye know that 
they are supporters of a G'overnment who 
profess to have prohibition as their ultimate 
cbjective. and I do not know how they will 
allow their consciences to be otultified on 
this occasion, or how 1hev will allow them­
selves to be dictated to as to what they should 
do on this great question. 

I want to ask the Government why it is 
that this measure is introduced jus1 prior to 
the holding of the prohibition poll? Why 
chould not the measure be left in a be·, ance 
until after the prohibition poll is taken'! 
The Government are safe in their occupancy 
of the Treasury benches for three years. 
\Vhy, 1hen, rush on with this mea.ure before 
that poll is held in October? We know why. 
They w"nt to thwart the whole issue wrapped 
up in that poll. \Vc know that there are 
many people in Q14cen"land who would vote 
for prohibition if the early-closing issue was 
not one of the questions, and 1 hey see now 
that with early closing shortly to follow by 
means of this Bill they will possibly cast 
their votes for continuance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Will 
that be your attitude? 



LUj_uor Acts Amendment Bill. [f AUGUST.) Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. 341 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No. Let the Secre­
tary for Public Lands concern himself about 
his own a titude. Why should this Bill bo 
introduced just prior to the prohibition poll, 
when they have three years in which to do 
it? Simply because there is another clause 
in th;s ·.ecret compact with the licensed 
victuallers' trade. They say, in effect, " You 
have to stop this prohibition p01l from suc­
ceeding in October next. \Ve had a rude 
shock as to the strength of the prohibitionists 
in 1920. Prohibition had a much stronger 
hold m the community than we had any idea 
of. You must stop it. W0 helped you with 
your election expenses, and did all we pos­
sibly could to advance the cause of Labour, 
now vou rnust see ''"e are rnado ~afc jn our 
trade:" One of the conditions is that this 
Bill is to be introduced before the poll takes 
place simply with thP idea of thwarting the 
possibilitv of the prohibition vote at this 
forthcoming 1·cfcrendum. 

I have studied this amending measure very 
cm·ofully. and if I read clau.e 11 rightly-I 
an1 open to cornwtion-I SE: em to sec. even 
supposing this prohibition poll is carried in 
Octnber next, the,t the machinery to give 
effect 'o it is nullified, and withdrawn by thiK 
amC'nding mcasu:t·o. That is a matter vv-hich, 
at the Committee stage of the Bill, might be 
dearc j up. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member is wrong. 

:Mr. ELPHINSTOr\E: I hope I am. I 
trust that control by the trade is not of such 
a nature as to permit of the practice of 
a dc·cc·it such as that would be. 'fhat is mY 
reading of it, but I stand open to correction. 

Anc>tb0r poiJJt I wish to touch on is this: 
Seeing you arc going to make the hours for 
the sale of liquor from 8 o'clock in the morn­
in~ to 8 o'clcck nt night. do you not think 
that it is a fair thiJJg, if liquor can be dis­
posed of during those i10urs, that food should 
also hf• aYailab]o during tho san1c hours? 
Do you not think that those people who rei!' 
more upon food<tuffs than drink for their 
sustcnunce should have the oppor1Unity to 
buy in the same hours as liquor is retailed 
in"! 

A GOVERN:m:NT ME~IBER: So they may. 
Mr, ELPHINSTONE: No, they have not. 

\Ne loww that shops arc compelled to close 
at 6 o't lock, and we kno\v quite well no 
groccrie,; can be purchased after that hour, 
and that no bread is available after that 
hour. H that is goinp: to be the ack!:ow­
ledgd hour during which drink is to be 
obtained, \vhy can we not bo consistent and 
permit the,c other clement, towards smtc­
nan0<o 1 o be available at the same time" 

I ,.,,Js verv anws0d nt tbc reference of the 
Horn<" Secretary-that the community cannot 
be disturbed bv frequent appeals. It was 
only a short while rrgo that that was the 
method which the Government party pro­
poeed (o put into the hands of tlw people of 
Qucrmland to approve or disapprove of all 
the great problems, They were going to 
perm it people to initiate legis] a lion and 
object t0 legislation-not once in 1hrec years, 
but c•mlinuously-just as frequently as they 
were minded. The hon. members opposite 
used this anrumcnt whenever the Initiative 
and Refercn(i'um Bill was before the House. 
It is remarkable how they have turned round. 
When we 1 urn up the pages of " Hansard" 
o~ five or six years back and read the argu­
ments of hon. members opposite, one begins 
to wonder what is happening in this S'tate 
of Queensland. 

Some reference was made to the great cost 
which the'e periodical referenda impose on 
the people. I 1 hink the hon. member for 
Fitzroy interjected, "At what cost to thc 
licensed victuallers' trade?" We know that 
the licensed victuallers' trade is spending 
thousands of pounds in the directions I have 
referred to in my speech by which hon. mem­
bers opposite ha vc benefited. \Vho hao ha<l 
to flud that monc0·? 

An 0PPOSJTTO:-: MEoiBER: The worker. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The worker has to 
pay. bo<·'lmo the price of the beer of t?e 
worker has been inm·cas0d, no doubt to assrst 
to find the funds to keep hon. members in 
office. (Government diesent.) 

A GovEHN'l!ENT ME'l!BER: That ie untrue. 

).fr. ELPJJINSTONE: It is not untrue. 
The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC LA:-:Ds: You are 

not game to say that outside. 

Mr. ELPHI:\:STONE: The hon. gentle­
tnan knows it is true, and I a1n prepared to 
tav it Dnvwhcrc. The moncvs that arc con­
tribut 'd 'by the !ircmcd victuallers' trade 
toward~;; rna1ntaiuing- the present Labour 

GovlTYJ!llt'nt in po\v 'r and 
[8 p.rn.] to n nl!"' the organisation to keep 

prohitJ:t.Clll fro:-u co•ning Into 
thie State is rontribur"d by the wodcer, 
who h," it put on to the price of his. beer. 
l say that \Yithout any hesitation, and any 
man who has followed the rise in the cost 
of beer and spirits can see quite well what 
has caused it. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: You tried to run the Rock­
hamnton bv-elcd.ion on the rise in the price 
of b~er. (Interruption.) · 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
1\fr. ELPH IN STONE: I quite expected 

that mv romm·ks would bring forth a howl 
of intc1:jectiom from hon. members opposite. 
\Ve have to put forth a very plain statement 
in regard to the matter. The Government 
have got an opportunity--

The SECRET.U:Y FOR PrBLIC LANDS:--

1\Ir. ELPHINSTONE: I invite the Secre­
tary for Public Lands to repeat that inter­
jPction. 

The SECRETAHY !'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Did you, 
not try to get the job of secretary to tho 
Licensed Victuallers' Association? 

Sl:r. ELPIIIl\STOL\E: What was the inter­
jection you made before? You accused me 
just now of not being brave enough to 
speak outside. W<'ll, I invite you to bP brave 
enough to speak in the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 'What 
is ihe charge :vou n1ade? 

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE : I ask you to repeat 
your inkrioction across this Chamber. The 
hon. me"lrlv'r for Normanby heard it and 
brr•athed it into mv car, and I ask the hon. 
gentleman to repeat it. 

Thl' SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: The 
" rat?" 

Mr. PETERSON: You arc a "squib." 

The SPE \KER: Order! 
The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I will 

put Bronrmn on to vou. 

:1Ir. ELPHIXSTONE: It is pretty obvi· 
ons. wlwn the :\Iini<t<'r5 adont the methods 
th'' Sccrrtar. for Pnblic Lands is doing, that 
they arc trying to divert us from our cour.se. 
But they are not going tc succeed. I w1sh, 

M1·. Elphinstone.) 
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to expose their intention and to ascPrtain 
whether they arc being used as tools to 
<lefcat the periodir·al rderenco of this ques­
tion to t.hc people of Queensland. and 
:'·hothor t_hoy have found it necessary to 
ltl!tlatc tlus measure to placate the Licensed 
Victuailers' Association, their supporters. 

OPPOSITION IVlEI<lBEUS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. MOORR (AuiJittny): I would also like 
to COllf!'t'atulate the lionH' Sol,retary on his 
able exposition of tlw Bill and on 'his verv 
clo. Pr attempt to cloud the issue so that i't 
"·ill bo almoi;t. impoo-;iblo for people to under­
~tand exactly what this Bill doe·-. mean and 
1ts purport. 

ThP Country party look upon thi' as being 
absolutely a non-party n1casun•. \Ve believe. 
on a que t1on l1ke this, that <~very individual 
should l<'ave it to hi~ con. cience to \"Otc as 
ho con.c·.-!ders bc::t. and we do not bclicye in 
>tny individu" l being tiPd by party chains. 
One of the most rumn rkabl<' things 1 have 
fcOen in this IIouse du1_·ing t.hc tirno I have 
been hl'ro ha been the galling chains that 
bind a. rnan's convictious. I havo .soon a 
6-o'r1oek n1ca:-:nre brought iuto this !louse 
and thP president. of th" Tc:npera11co Asso: 
c~ation _voting against it bceau::;c of hi~ party 
tw, being stronger than his C'OllvicticiiH. I 
hnYe Sf'<'ll hou. nw1nbcrs advncalino- prohibi­
.ion, and, "\v'hf'n an opportunit.y '=' ca1nc to 
put their brdiefs into concrc!e form. thev 
"iquibLc'd on it br:c~u,e of pa!'tv tics. it 
is a most cxtrnordinary po iilon 'that on an 
irnportunt. qu~st1{)n such a:-; this, ·where the 
welfare uf the comrnuniv· 1~ nt ~take. people 
hnu1d net b,~ allo\V{'d 1o YO!c: as tlwv think 

right and in the bPst interc<ts of the corn-
rnunity. In tbe Prcmier 1 

J p-o!lc_, spec ~h 
thPrc i~ ono sentcnr.c whiclJ l think 18 \'ery 
effrctivo by way of criticism of the present 
Bill-

" Fearing that under Labou:· policy 
tht'rc> '::ill bo an end to conCP'~'-.:Jon-mon­
gcnng and les:5 opvortunity for boodling 
entcrprisr~s. '' 

It is evident that this Bill is an ex;Hnple of 
·conC('> ioJ1-rnougering-. TL~: nn . ..,,_.;.,t n,n nd­
tnent is the resu:t of a contl'nr:+-. It cnmcs 
from a party o··hiclo has 
brought into this llo;I."'n 
in.g, tJw Initint.ion nnd 
~0\V we have 1h" JfnrnP St•cr01·1ry comi11g 
hero to-11ip;ht and sa:'\7 ing- i-hrtt we are not ~oing 
to allow the pcoplP to take a Yo1.~ oe a 
n1oral question liko ihl,.;; bcc;Ju .. c the co,:;t is ton 
great-b:cau;c something like £25,000 wculd 
be expended. 

The IIO}IE SECRE'fARY: Be fair! I toH vou 
that a poll could still be initiated the same 
ilS at pre.-.:C'nt. 

Mr. 'YlOOHR: \Vc know perfectly '~'·ell the 
eonditionR which attach to dL ;c loc.1,l ortion 
polls. Th0 llo1n0 Secretnrv very cicurlv 
expl,ined that ono poll coul-d ·not b;: initiated 
until 1h0 earlier ru.;olution was ralTil'd. 

The IImiE SECIUcT.IRY: l\'o! No~ I made 
it clear that thnt · xisted up t.o 1915. Tlw 
provision then di:..,appcarcd, and under sQct­
tion 175 of the prcJent Act polls can bo 
initiated. 

Mr. MOO RE: In 1920 the Go,·ornmcnt 
brought in a mea:-ure to allow the people tD 
hav: a voice rcg.1rding \Vhat action thc~:'\r con­
sidere-d bc·it. In 1923 tlwy are brillgin~ in 
another amending Bill wiping ant the con­
·cession given to the people in 1920, on the 
plea that the expense is too groat. I think 

[ jf r. Elphinstone. 

1 l1e whol0 position is rather farcical. The 
rwopl<' :-:.h('uld have· an opportunity to express 
t!H'il' vi('W:-:;. The llomc Sr~crctary of the day, 
U•0 prP~<'nt for Public Instrurtion, 
when introdur:ing Initiation and RPfer-
('Julurn Hill. :-tal.!'d that ho rccogui~ed that 
Ihis wa:-; th<' one quc•sLion on which the pc.~oplo 
~houlcl ban; an opporttn~1ty to PX]>l'CS8 their 
yie\rs. :\.yow. \Yht n tilf' opportu11ity is corning, 
1 hi~ pr<Jn:-::on ;~ to be: done :tway \1'.·-ith, 
and an t'llta~e.l ~nch as this i~ brought 
111. \\ ;.:,hot!ld not the people hav0 an 
( :>:HH't '? \V hen the 6 o'c:ock clo,-,ing 
\'i.<t,' lil':-L nHJoi r'd 1wople were vigorous in this 
StatP a 1d pl'(':-;,'nt ·d pt~tit :on., to thn PrerPier. 
\\'ha.t lPlllpcnf~d 't Tbn Prernier poiute<~ out 
(Ill <'YPrV lH co_~:c;n thnt ht> ·, as brillg'ing in an 
1Ititi<Jti~rp and l_{,eft'l"ClldUtrl Hill to allow them 
to haYP a yoic(\. '\Vn I'f mc·n1bc'r that cxciLing 
t im.c "\Yh~'n thP L1~t pet1tiun went in. .:\o one 
knows \\ h 're it Wl't'l. to. 

J\lr~ \Y!XST\;;LEY: You said that it went to 
the Huttll' Oliicc. 

:VIr MOO RE: It was never found out 
\\<tl'l~c i1 \\T1>1~ 1n. ThP llon1e t)ccrctary never 
krP:\''"--iiJ(' \dlOJ(' puLJlc st'rvict~ \\<l ~~'<H<Jqng 
for it., \Y<' kP'''.Y that a,r>ctition wa:3 prc ·lnt. d 
;;J;d Ulllt 1l ·L!l:-':tl;pl!Hrt'Cl. 

The lJo·,,; :'iECHET.IRY: DidH't the former 
n: ·111 :J. r fn;· J)L. "ton m , :..:-c: an cxp1a.na­

tion tP th ' l.ou:-:-J that he h~1d n1adc a n1is-

~\fr. ~IOOttE: 'The forn1('!' hoi'. n10mhcr 
for Dn 1 '!.'\ !·r h:-Hl to do with 
it <d ad. <llld ill' l~PYl'l" a :--ta!t'tlletlt 
tl1c1t knT · ot'. Un'Xf'Y':r, th, qtu>tion.of that 

titJOJJ d <1 r:d what ,,~~~ are deal \.vith 
1:5 a which ha:-: lH'I'll 1n as 

n rr'~'tdt 01 a contract, aud 1 people 
dtould ]1 "" a ~ what should 
con tlt:liP lh,, ca~··l c.i:c>in;;. I 
iJ ·lic·Yi' i11 tlH.:! P' 0 1 lln ha ino: a. voiee on a 
qac .. tit 'l ;;:Jell G,:-, tlu:-;, aud, 1f 1 helievPd in 
proltihirlu!l, 1 \Yould ltavP tht; conrao·c to 
vote fer it \~ ~letht'r it was th(: ~Jarty 
\\·i..,h nr noL Hnr T do 
it]b"tio;J, b'( ,-1.11-.:e l do not thlnk it has proved 
a. H1C:'C'i·~ iu tho· e pltu;_·~-; ,,-ht'l'8 it has been 
11·ied. You c;Jn ..;parch the Bible from 

to Ht";,<ation, and you will find 
one n1an \vho ever a:->kcJ for a rl.rink 

of ''""tn. ancl he was in Hell. I <lo 
lw!ic,·c in tPrnperancc, and I do believe 
in 0rnlv clo~ing; and I believe that the 
pPopL~ ·~hould ha-..rc an opportuni:y of say~ 
in,~ Y'.La1 thny desire in thj rf'f!'nrd. I 
c ,l!not undt'Lt twl the volte f11~r on the part 
of t lu~ GoYPL'llllH:nt- in going bJck on their 
own po]ic_, on a, qnf'~tlnn such aR this. There 
i~ l!O for it. :\'othi:n~~ would 
ne(':J11nt it t'Xf'0llt ono thing. \'le kr:ow 
tha1 tlH'!'' \Hl'll(l l1l~vcr have b(;('n any qLt<'S~ 
tion of G till 8 if it were not for the laot poll 
\Yht'n the prohil1itioni.-;ts sccurl'd ~nch a 
woudc'rful yotP. \Vu know that thP liccnc. ~d 
victnallel':~ nen'r sugp;i ·,tPd at that t.ime any 
r--duction lu hours until that vote was takQn; 

1,\ h<:.'n it cntnc~ to a qu(~:--tion of a reduc­
in the hours, \\'C find that the proposal 

fmm 1 he lic,nsNl victuallers them-
\YhY: Bccausc they want early 

closinp·? :N(}; hllt to protect themselves and 
to protect th<'i r trade: an<l they have a 
Government :-.mp-ine enough to make a com-
1l<1Ct v:ith them. I think 8 to 8 arc very 
g-ood lwur>. but 1 do think the people should 
hQYO >m opportunity of oxnr<'ssing their 
dLsirr., on a question such as this. 

Mr. PK-ISE: What about Emu Park? 
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Mr. MOORE : I think the less said about 
Enm Park tnc better. \Vo have had sup­
pnrtcrs of tho Labour party in this State 
goinG rounrl and giving away State secrets 
in regard to son1o oi the 1nonc'' paid in 
COlllll'Ction \Yith these interests. 1" relllCD1bCr 
l\Ir. Dawson, a member of the \Vharf 
LaLJotuPrs' Union, being very ernphatic in 
his objection to some of the money paid by 
thc~e iHten ,t;,. That "\Uts at the tirne the 
bel'r ~trike v) as on. I am not concerned 
about i h:~t. but I am concerned about this 
BilL The people should be given an oppor· 
tunity to extn·e~s their view on a rnoral 
quest io1' "'"h :ts this, which has to dn with 
the uplift of lwrnanity and the welfare of 
the community. The Govcrn1ncnt thernsclves 
recog·:1isc that, nnd, if they were not bound, 
as apparent!: they arc, to briui': in a Bill 
-uch as this, we would have that opportunity. 
Thi~ 16 one rnason why I arn ~orry the 
bitiativP and Rdcrondum Dill did not pa~s. 

l\Ir. llAHTLE'X: ·'{on voted ugain3t the 
Iniiiaiivt• and Hoferendum Bill. 

Mr. :\IOOHE: I opnosPd it for t!te very 
:'->Hllll' IT•u:c;o~J t1!:11 the• ::\Iinistcr guvs~ to~night 
-b('Ctl u;-;e the c::<~pC11SC was too great, and 
'becnu,e o~J rnany question .. the pcoplP have 
not pr~ough information to vo e intelligently. 
So it is too for trivial quc::-iiorJs; but 
thc1c nrc' a quc:-.hons in regard to which 
1t if "orth the expPDS{· to get a true reflex 
of public opinion. I do not intend to take 
up Dlly gr'"•nt length of ti1ne on this Bill 
1H'C:1U,i.'-~---

1\lr. BnPCE: You havr nothing io '<Ly 
ag;liw;t it. 

I\Ir. ::'TOOUE: 1 saw Lv 1o-day'8 "St··n~ 
d:ntl " tir ic i}w hon. h.erirlwr foi· Konnr•dy 
was appron~lwd b_,. the president of the 
coJnmih,cc appointed to do pl'opaganJa vvork 
in coniJc;tion 'vith prohibition. I do not 
lo:O\\ ho\\ h(' \vil1 :;;,llve his con~cicnf'0 on 
the q il''>l ion hdore the Houot'. If ho believes 
in prohibition, I cannot. undcrctand why ho 
~uppc;·t-s a Blll Rueh a~ this, which is only 
.:;oing to lia1it the hours. I \vould 0cr~on~ 
~lil." vote for prohibition rather than have 
''OPtir:n~lllf'C' on pn_;;:~,r;t lines. 

2\Ir. P8\Sic You havo a very weak mind 

i\11'. MOCIRE: There are thousands of 
people· in the same position th<~t I um in 
Tho Govermnont are bringing in this mea­
'-'lHC' hP( u,c they recogniS(' that it is going 
to affect th·Jusands of votes, because the 
pco;Jlc arc cli,Ju:o:ted at thP way the trade 
is hclrH! carried on. The Ilomc Secretary 
Faid \Y~, hnd one of the n1o:::t "tring0nt Acts 
ln At!:::tntlln. SD we havP. ancl wn have 0110 

of the most loosely administered Acts. 

The Ilmm SECUETARl : That is not right. 

Mr. 1\IOORD~ : It is right. You find 
l iccn6od viri ua l1crs in Vi et oria endeavouring 
to carrv out the provisions nf the Act. and 
_vnn find thc,rn endeavouring to hf 1n the 
Go,·r-rnmnnt to en rrv ont th0 ,\et. \Vir at do 
vou find in Qucnn"l,;:nd? You find that some 
of the grciltP't trod<) done in many of the 
1wtcls i:-:; done on Sundays. 

Mr. KmwAN: Where? 

:Mr. '\100RE: You will find it anywhere 
you like to go. 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is a sweeping state­
·ncnt. 

1\h MOORE: It is a swooping statement. 
The Ho;;rr. SECRETARY: That is a reflection 

on the police. 

;)ilr. MOORE: It is not a reflection on 
the police. If the police were instructed by 
the Government to see that the provisions of 
the Act worn carried out, they would do it. 

The llmm SECUE'HHY: The police should 
do that without instructions. 

Horr. W. H. BAHNES: \Vhat about the case 
at Santlgatc~? 

Mr. :\100RE: \Vhen they do secure a 
rhargc the G<Jvcrnrncnt 1vill not back them 
up. 

The HOi\!E SECRET.\HY: I c1cfy yon to show 
that the Home Oflice, during the regime of 
thi" Governrncnt, has ever stopped one case 
bronght up by a constable. There have been 
l'i~·bt p1'0'-{ r~utinns in ITIY 0\Vn electorate since 
I have been Minister. 

:\lr MOORE: The Justice Department 
is_ the d.J]Lrtn1ent I >tnr roferriug to as stop­
plug pr:.~.-,ecutiOL3 frorn going on-not the 
llornc Secretary's Dcpartn1ent at all. 

l\Ir. PE\C:E: In ~orth Queensland the police 
officers initw tc prosecutions thClll;3elv£',1 • 

}fr. MOO RE: I am vory g·lad they do. 
2\Ir. W.mm.x: '.l'!Jcy did at Sandgate. 

'\1r. :\IOOHE: I h:no my m·n convictions. 
aJtd l L1:1V1' ;o.·('t'll it oecur. It ls no good 
p~'O!>ll: corning hc1:e .and :~flying that is not 
U1t' c l,;;f'. b('CatJ-..P it is. :-Totbing will tnake 
l1lf' ·withdra\Y 1 h~-11 statt'lTif'nt. hc.C:JU3C f have 
··'f'll it l·'f·ur Jny,(•lf. and hon. rne~nbers in 
!heir heart . ...; krJO~Y that it is 'O. 

:\1r. !1.\H'fL:Y: You cannot take the Oakey 
'·pub" as a sanllJle for the vvhole of Queens~ 
la•:d. 

'\1r. :\100TIE: I have never lwcn in the 
O.ake.v ': pub" on Sunday, and know nothing 
about it. 

The HmrE SECH~T.\HY: That is the hotel 
w h c·rc you got your experience. 

Mr. :\IOOllE: I untlcr,tand that a special 
v.;;ls made to catch a certain hotel 

it was thoug-ht J)()litieal capital ~ould 
be mude out of il at o!oction time. That is 
quit'' possible. 

ThP llo'IF. SEcRETARY : That is the reason 
ativanc'l'd for the withdrawal of tho prosecu· 
tion. which was not acceded to. 

Nlr. VowLEJ: Thoy ga\'O you every oppor 
tunit..-.· vdtl'n you \\en~ speaking. 

Mr. ?.IOORE: I am quite prepared to sup· 
pmt ihis Dill. bocaucr I recognise that it is 
_a nH'a~urf' vd1ich is going to be for the benefit 
of the State. Personally, I do not think 
that anv .n.casnre "-hich is going to close 
hotels all over· the State at the 0110 time is 
going 1o be qtdc fair to the whole State, 
as different conditions apply in different 
places. 

Tlw Hm!E SECHETARY: It is a very difficult 
prob]f!m. 

:\1r. iYIOORE: I know it is difficult. but 
vvc know ]Wrfoctly vvell tha.t what applies in 
lar~r towns doE•..; not apply in country clis~ 
tric1s ~.';hf'rc people hnve t-0 travel lon~ dis~ 
tnncC'.:;. T J mv mind. it 'vou1(1 be prcff'rahle 
if a vote os t~J the time of closing could be 
t.akcn in tlH' local option area:-. ·\"\7'e wonld 
thc•n know the desires of the people who live 
in tlwse areas. ·whatever happens 'I"OU can· 
not. frame a law that will be cquita hie and 
just oo far as the whole of Queensland is 
conccrnNL It must inflict a hardship nn a 
I:Jrge numbcr of JWoplo who livo under 
different conditions altogether to the people 

Mr. Moore.] 
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in Brisbane. In country districts, where 
people have to travel about, and in some 
occupations also, it is necessary for the people 
to get stimulants when they finish their 
work, and if in those outside districts it is 
possible to have a difl'erent hour of closing 
to what it is in the large centres of popula­
tion. it will be a great advantage. I see 
great difficulties in providing for that; but, 
if it could he done, it would be of great 
assistance. I am prepared to accept this 
Bill as a palliative, as I r<'cognise that it 
goes >ome way towards a better condition of 
affairs. 

Mr. CoLLINS: A palliative! How far 
would you go ? 

Mr. MOORE: I would go as far as the 
people want to go. If a majority wa'lt 6 
o'cJonk closing, they should have 6 o'clock 
closing. If they ,. ant 7 o'clock closing, they 
shoqid have 7 o'clock closing; and if they 
want 9 o'clock closing they should have 9 
o'ciock closing. And if they want total pro­
hibition hey should have it. I would snpnort 
that either in a Slate pal! or a local option 
poll. 

The SF:CRETARY FOR PcBLTG I>-:STRCCTros: 
Do you think it is " fair thing that, while 
the> poor m~tn is not able to g-et a drmk, 
tile well-to-do man should be able to store 
it in his hou'c? 

::Yir. MOORE: That is the old trivial nrgu­
mcnt of endeavouring- to infL-unn rlass~con­
sciousrws:'l i11 regard to a question 1ikc thi,, 
by tr:·ing to make OHt thnt a rich rn~H can 
g01 a drlnk \v.hen a poor n1an cannot. 1t is 
nw~ of the tnviul ar~nn1c11ts vvhich are a.hva.vs 
brought up on such a C)tw;;tion a,., thi'3. If 
it i;; a good thing that the pcopJ,, should 
b.vc hotels dosed at a certain hour, ,-Jwther 
a rnan is riC'h or pom·, it is a g0od thing 
t.hat the people should hav.e an cpportunit;, 
to vote on it. 

:Mr. :\IORGAN (Jlurilla): It has lJceP said 
i.Jy rnany lc~dcrs of politicaJ pdrtics thnt, the 
GcJYPrnmcnt who \vere gan1c enough tJ tackle 
the lirpwr question g-enerallv lrought defeat 
U]lGn themeolves. That was' so in 1912. -,,hen 
th<' thPn Govcr11ment, led by l\1r. Denham, 
decided to bri'ng jn a certain tnea,_nln~ of 
liquor rc,form. Althoui"h :VIr. Denb:un was 
hcnc:-t in exprossin~ his convictio ·s, and 
l'HdPaYoured to do \Yh<1t he tho1lght was 
rii[ht, he found by oxpcrif'ncc that he ploased 
r:eii"hPr prrrty~neithcr 1he "'Bung" party 
nf>l' the temperance pdrty A ftcr the mne1sure 
bpcame law, the lerrder of the liquor party 
in this St<tto. Mr. Peter Mnrp.h;·, was inte'r­
Y]c\vod in S,vdney, and ho st:1~cd that, 
alt ho11f!h uD to that tin1o he ha a. been a 
supporter' o.f the then Govcrntnent. h n,nd 
his partv-that is the licp1or trad •-wonlrl 
do ail thoy possibly could. by the use of 
ntoncy and political support, to secure the 
ddoat of the Denham (~overnmonL Th•. 
Bill was introduced in 1911 and withdrawn, 
rmc! it did not come forward again nnti! 1912. 
The vcrv first l'lcction aftN' the Bill became 
la \Y the" De.nha.m Go,·crntn('nt wer·~ dcie<lted 
with the assistance of the licemed vid;wJlur'· 
;,nd th8 liquor tmdo. Kot unly w•.'re the 
Dt-nhrtm Govormncnt rlcfr•atcd with thn 
aeeJStance of the li'luor trade, but they were 
a1f:o defeato.-1 b\7 t.he assistance of the tP1nper­
anco party. simply because the temperance 
party at that time wa, not sati-<fwtl with 
eC"rtRin flt.cps in the reform of the liquor 
trade, and by a corn bination of tho forces of 
the tempenmc0 pa.rtv and the liquor party, 
they succeeded in ·defeating the Denham 

[lllr. MooTe. 

Government and in putting the Labour party 
on the Treasury benche,. The tewpc>rance 
po rty thought that, when the Labour Govern­
ment got into power, they would get a 
greater measure of liquor reform. I clnim 
that, if there is any party which should 
endeavour to see that the worker spcndti as­
little money as possible in the co!lsumption 
of alcoholic liquors, it should be that which 
1 cprcsonts the \Vorkcr. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : This Bill will do· 
that. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I claim that a rich mau 
Nn perhaps affurd to spend £5 or £6 a week 
i11 liquor, but a working man can only 
afl'ord to spend 5s. a week. which cou.ld be 
rnueh better spent for his wife and Lunily. 
I do not know what the Mir:ister thinks. He 
i"3 an expenf'nced man in this respect; he is 
rc:c what may be termed a "wowser.'' I have 
I.C>ver been a teetotaller in my J if e. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did you 
,.,·er get " shikkered " ? 

Mr. MORGA:'\: Not to my knowledge. 
(L'm"hter.) I claim from actual expericne>c 
1 hat 'the less a man spends in str01w: drink 
thP better it is for himself and for :>tll those 
connected with him. Anything that a Govern­
rnent can do-rnore 0srwcially a Government 
representing the 'vorking elasses-to prevent 
t~lL' expenditure of huge surns of mo-:ey on 
t h8 consumption of strong drink, the n1ore 
hr•neficial it will be to the class which they 
<:t!lf'gc they arc representing 1n l~·1rl~ia_n1en_t. 
The temper,lnce party placed then ta 1 th m 
ll•t· Labour Gm·ermnont, thinking that that 
C PYC'rnnlcnt would bri11g about th n-forrn 
w!Jich they honestlv and conscientioHsl.:: think 
should be brought about in olll' Sbt~; but 
thcv rmd to-day that' the faith which they 
rdac, d in tl10 Labour Government hno been 
;";Fplaced. The Labonr Government ha vo not 
cnly sold the temperance pHty, hl>t thC>\ 
have sold then1sclvcs to the "Bung" party. 

The SECmTAm: FOR AGRICuLTuRE: Tha.t is 
net true. 

Mr. MOllGA::--;: \Vc have evidence of that 
in the introduction of this measure. \Vf> know 
that the licensed victuallers-or the "Bung" 
vnty-ha.ve accumulated funds for !he pur­
JH.-sc of hclpina; political parties which arc, 
prepared to give a quid pro qu-e> for thP 
money which Lhc licensed victuallers arc pre­
pared to grant. Undoubtedly th•• pi't'sent 
Premier, when he made the speech i~ 1911 
which has been read out b.v the depnty Jeador 
of the Unitct! partv, stated what he thcught 
\,as honest and tn_;e. The language he use·d 
iu that speech was thoroughh- comiderect 
bPforc he gaYe cxprc~sion to it. I-Ii'3 con~ 
ciu~ion 'vas tha.t the liqnor party 'vor" prP­
l creel to spend money tc, as~ist their cnusc. 
~'nC: wen:- ahvavs euccossfvl 111 Wl!lnln;r an.v 
b>:ttle they w•:rc engaged in The liql~or 
part;· have nndoubterlly succeerled in _obtrtm­
i·t~ the !'lupport of the Government 1n con­
r>.r·ction with the introductioll of this measure. 
\\',, found rhrm1ghont t.he war th<•t it wa" 
thcught by the great statesmen of the wo_rld 
that thoro s11ould be some way of lcs::wning­
t1'e nrnonnt of drink which was bcln~ con­
'J'med. In almost every part of tht' ~ '·'·Drld 
there \vas a reduction in the hour::; for (11.1f~ 
of liquor during the war period. whilc 
Queensland. represented by a Labonr GoYern­
nlent. stood out A Labour Governme' t -.vere 
in power ir. New South Wales, and they 
thcuo-ht 1t :~dvisrtble to bring about " reduc­
tion ~of the hours for sttle of liquor. The 



Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. [l AuGUST.] Liquor Acts Amendment Bill. 345 

Minister'~ only argument for closing hotels 
at 8 o'clock was the fact that the rich man 
CDuld have a drink--

The HOME SECRETARY: No. 

Mr. MORGA)l: And that the worker 
0,ould not get a drink. 

'Iho HOME SECRETARY: I said that the 8 
o'dock proposal would gain the sympathy 
of the people. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yon said that the rich 
mau would bo able to got a drink where 
the poor man would not. 

The l-IOME SECRETARY: I did not. YDu are 
wrong. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Labour party in New 
South Wales did not oppose the Go'Vernment 
of the day in regard to the action which 
bnught 6 o'clock closing into operation there. 
In fact, the Labour partio·, supported the 
Govcrnmont3 in the other States in regard 
to 6 o'clock closing, recognising the fact that 
it gove the people ample time in which to 
got the drink which they desired. I think 
that the people should be trusted in such 
a matter as thi.s. One of the principal 
rcawns why the Labour Government have 
reached the position they are in to-day is 
the fact that one of the election cries of 
the lfLte Hon. T. J. Hyan was that they 
were prepared to trust the people. Yet 

to-day wc find that iho Labour 
[8.30 p.m.] pari,v holds altogether different 

vio\Yo. The people desire early 
closiug, and the:;· should· be comultod. 
'Vhethcr tlwy dc•.ire 6 o'clock or 8 o'clock 
should be left to the poorJh•-not to thP men 
engage-d in the liquor trade. Undoubtedly, 
the Gov<•rnmcnt bave introduced this measure 
b·,forc the poll is taken in October because 
thousands and thouoands of people agree 
with the leader of the Country party when 
hf' !-'nid that, if the hours of clriukin~ were 
not rcrluccd, he would go for prohibition. 
The liquor party have tl1cir oqpuiscrs 
thmughout the length and breadth of the 
country with the object of asccrtrtining the 
views of tho people. anrl they know that 
th0y arC' going to gain thou~ands of votes 
againf't prohibition if the hours of trading 
arc rr-duced and fixed from 8 ill the nlDrning 
till 8 at night. It is for that reason that 
the compact was entered into between the 
present Administration and the liquor party 
before the recent electimis. ·what hue been 
the result? Again the Governnwnt, with the 
as,iet.ancc of the liquor trade, have won the 
fight tl gainst the tcrnpcrance party. I am 
not altogether sorrv for the tnnperance 
party. It serves tlwm right. The,. were 
not satisfied with gradual rt'forrn or with the 
hone"t endeavours of th<' late Denham 
Government. The'; tmnsferrc<l tlwir affcc, 
tions. and thev ha'vc been 'old. So I say, 
'' SPrvc thc111 right." I do not believe in any 
party, \Yhether it be the tc"!lpcrnnce party 
or tlw liquor party. entering into a con1pact 
and scllirrr thcrneelvcs for a re1nnd at a 
later periorl. Just as tho liquor 1Htrty were 
able to buv the Government, "o did the tom· 
perancc partv sell themselves to the Gove1·n· 
mcnt. I have no sympathv with those who 
ha vc b0en conncctf'd with tho t0m pcrancf' 
movement. becau;:;c a great number have used 
their temperaPcc views to help the system 
which nlnccd the present Government on the 
Trensnry benches. 

Mr. 1'F.ASE: Do not forget that the Premier 
made this prominent in his policy speech. 

Mr. MORGAN: We know what happened 
at Emu Park. One vote was carried and 
somebody moved an amendment. It seemed 
tD be a general tug-of-war between the 
temperance representatives and those who 
were there to represent " Bung." And 
again •· Bung" won. " Bung " always wins. 
"Bung" won at Emu J:'ark, and it won 
at the recent elections. It cannot be denied 
that in the suburbs of Brisbane the Nationa­
list party had to fight the liquor trade. 

Mr. HAR'J'LEY: YDu tried to win the Jc.y­
elcction at Rockhampton by promising cheap 
beer for the workers. You attacked us fDr 
putting up the price of the workers' beer. 
That is how vour leader tried to win that 
fight. • 

Mr. MORGAN: Ever since 1911 I have 
voted and spoken on this question as my 
conscience directed, and I intend to continue 
that policy, even though I be the only one 
to vote for an amendment I may sec fit to 
move. This is a matter altogether separate 
and distinct frDm politics. It affects the 
future gonercttions of Australia, our children 
ami our, children's children. Neither money 
nor fear of losing a seat in Parliament nor 
anv other emolument should in any way 
deter a man from doing his duty and acting 
just as his conscience dictates. I have spent 
my life in all parts of Australia, . and I am 
the father of a fairly large famrly, and I 
intend on this matter fearlccsly to do just 
as my conscience directs. In 1911 and 1912 
I advoca.ted-not prohibition but a measure 
of a bol it ion of spirituous liquors and the 
introduction of light wines and boors. The 
tcmpprancc parh· unfortunately want the 
whole hog or nothing. Well, they will go on 
and get nothing. 

Mr. IL\RTLEY: They will go on and get 
the whole hog. 

:!VIr. l'vlORGAN: Liquor has been in use 
for ruany, rnany gencrations~for many ccn­
turin---\ et an endeavour has been made by 
a S{!-ctio;1 of the co1nmnnitv to introduce what 
theY regard as a refDrm 'for \~hich the time 
will not be ripe for fifteen or twenty y0arc. 
In mv opinion that reform should be a 
gra du;,l process. Tho drink that does tho 
gr0:1 test amount of darnagc is no doubt 
spirituDus liquor, and, if we prevent its 
manufarturc, irnportation, or sale. and sell 
onlv light wines and beflrs, gradually the 
pcopl" '"ill forget' it~ taste; the:. will not 
acquire thc habit of drinking it, or know 
what benefit or what harm may accrue from 
it~ consun1ption. I an1 :-;urr. that no man 
ever rlrank the first glass of whi,ky or brandy 
-·or even t.h0 second or third--because it 
t.astccl nic<'. It is a habit which is acquirer! 
hv a graclu.d process: it gTO\VS upon one. 
The rr•.ult is that after the consumption of 
~pirituous liquors for a nu1nbcr of years one 
feels that he cannot: do without it. just as an 
o;1innt BmokPr, aft0r indu1giPg in opiun1 
~mok}ng for a ron~iderahlc !1Criod, rmfls that 
he ciOnr!ot live without opium. So anything 
we can do to prevent strong lirruor getting 
into the handS' of the yonng peo11le will do 
c considerable amount of g·ood. Some people 
ariTUC that tho Continued sale Of Strong drink 
is 

0

nc~cssarv, because otherwise a numhcr of 
people will~ die or take to the u'e of "dope." 
·when people cannot live without strong 
drink or the use of a substitute in the shape 
of "dope." the quicker they shuffle off this 
mortal coil the better. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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It is far better to elean up the country 
and be rid of a curs~ uf that description, 
rather than allow it to continue for all time 
a temptation that wiil cause the nsmg 
generation to bccon1o addjctcd to strong 
drink. "\s thi· CoutJtry party hll\'0 decided 
that each man may speak and vote as he 
desires, I hope the same libert:.· will be 
allowed to hon. mo:nbcrs oppo,do. I hope 
the hon" tncm ber for Bow en will Yote just 
as };lis ron',.;ience dielatcs. 

::VTr. Cor.uxs: I ,,-ill Yoto according to the 
Labour party's platform. 

Mr. MORGAN: In 1911, when the Liquor 
Act .. An1onclrne'1t Bill \Vas lwforc this 1-lousc, 
A. rcso1utlnn was ITlOYPd by tho I1abour part:, 
favouring the na1ionallsation of the liquor 
trade. Thn nationalisation of that trade 
has now boon th mwn ovctboard. 

:i\Ir. JlAHl'LEY: No. it is in tlic plalforttt 
now. 

Mr. C'OSTELLO: It is a lonf" way down. 
Mr HARTLEY: No. 

Mr. :i\IORGAN: 'l'ho Labour party ha Ye 
been in [)OiYCr for eight years, yet the.v haYe 

done nothing to achicYP the uationalisation 
of the trade·. 

Mr. Cou.rxs: \V e established the Babinda 
State Hotel; that wa, the fir.,t stop. 

.Mr. MOHG_\N: An c"zplnnation "EH' given 
by the Home Socn•bry with n•g•nd to future 
polls. I feel sure that duriug the hon. 
gf!ntlernan's spl'cch the issue was c1oudcd. 
\Ve roali~o that certain districts may take 
a poll; in fac·t, the whole of the oloc.torates 
in Qncensland may decide to take a poll 
unclPr ('C'l'iain conditions. It lllU\' be pos­
oiblo for throe-fonrtbs or fnur-fiftlH of the 
o!Pctorai 'S, or CYon all the electorates but 
0110 in Queensland. to votu on the quPstion 
of total i•t·ohibition. 'l'h t ono clcctorat" 
ma.' _not be able to got t.he required number 
of Signatures for the pl'tition. Therefore 
tho vote is only taken with n•-.poct to .each 
-lccior:Jl.c tha.t SC'llcls in a pctltion in ar.cord­
lnrc wjJ·h the .I\ct. That is qn1t~ a different 
poll from iho poll to be takt•n in October 
next. The Mini,tcr did not make that clear. 

The Ho1m SECRETA BY: I sa id that a poll 
could be hken by some of the people of 
Queensland, or b:, the whole of the people 
of Queensland. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minist·.•r did not 
rnako it clear. I1o gave u" to understand 
that the polls that would bo taken after the 
poll to be taken in Oc:tohcr-provided tbis 
Bill becomes bw--\nmld be· similar in every 
way to the poll to be taken in October next. 

'The HO:l1E SECHETARY: No. 

1\Ir. MORGA'!\': If this Bill hc'comos law 
and a prohibition pop is taken. it is only 
necessary for the hcenwc! victuallers to 
succ0 cd in one ekctora t" to prevent a poll 
being tn ken to apply to the "·hole of Quoem. 
land. A poll for the "·hole of Queensland 
~·1.n on]y he i.ak(·n when the provisions o£ 
t.lw '\et are complied with in every elec­
torate. The Minister endeavoured to make 
u,, believe that by doing away with the right 
to take a poll such as is to be taken in 
October rwxt he was not interfering with 
the people who desired eventually to bring 
about prohibition. 

The Ho3TE SECRETARY : No. 

[Mr. Morgan. 

:'lh. :i\10RG AN: I am pleased' to know 
uov: how we 'tand. I looked through the 
c\rt veTv ctr'fnllv, and I fcund that the 
po~ition ·with rcgn rd to t.he polls was very 
diffPrPtlt from what the Minister told us. 

The HmJE SECHETARY: You rend the Act, 
and them read n1y SI)Ccch to-morrow. 

J\Tr. ::uon.c .\~: I listened to the hon. 
g'(·utlenJan·:-: :-<pt'('ch VC'ry carcful1y. I con­
fndulate hirn on aln1ost succeeding in f'on­
\·incill~ ihis s1cle of the 1-lou~c that there 
w.ts t'-'>.tllv uo lc~rm being done by the aboli­
tion of the prohibition polls. l intend to 
declare mv po'<itiun on this Bill cku·O by 
dau· e. .fn ,,t ,-dmt amcudrncllt.:; arc going 
10 be move•d l do not know. Just what 
t' ('n1 Ill<.L occur I do not \.::no·r. I am 
o·ojnfr to C'\t~rcisc n1v own judgment .nnd 
be ;l,o 1mely re,pott~iblc for what I do 
l'-lY~clf. 

IT ox. W ll. BAUNF:S (lrynnum): I think 
tl~nt ('VC'l'. hon. mcn1bPr n1ust adutit that the 
(•JH ~tion forP us is nn in1portant one. 
\\'c have 1 o right to trNtt. it lightly. I anti­
cipnte that jf r1nn. DJf'mbc'rs on eithPr side 
\\'PlT' Ill' <J:-; to th('ir O\Vn pl'iva.te ron-
' icrion it. w<·ttld bo found that the differ· 
cw.·c's a: otJilliou would bo v-ery great on 
both ~ides.' 

Mr. Dr···snx: You attend to your own 
:-:idc . 

IIox. W. H. JL\RNES: I know what 
!nunnn JJ·J1nr(~ 1.::. a11J I knDw what influPnccs 
:ln~ brougltt 10 1war. I sa.v that this subject 
i.-1 on{' o;J ' hi eh rn0n con' eientiou.Jv differ. 
! am uot. to sit on the ra;l. The 
I lo11''0 \\-ill ut kno\v here 1 t-t:1rHJ 
111 COill!Pction with the InattPr. \Yhen the 

con1~" on 111 Oct0bcr, I 
\'('h' prohibition. In counection 

\Vith 1hi.:.; 1n< n:-ure I ;.;;h,lll CL'rtainly vote for 
it" scC'ord reading, b~cauf'P I consirl.cr that 
any step t1wt ;:toPs in t_hc dir0ction_ of rPduc­
irvr thP {'vil \vhiC'h cx1sts tD-dny Ill connoc­
t1<~l wlih th1~ ncrticular traffic is ono which 
we ohon'cl : LJl;port until something better 
comes along. 

J\1r. DcXS'I'AN: Y on arc following us step 
by step. 

Hox. \Y. H. B.\R::\ES: I om not desirous 
of f(·lknvirH2,' thP hon. mcrnbcr ~tPp by step. 
Bdore I eit elm.-n I shall say some tln ng' of 
a Yerv critic:- l nature in connection \\ ith tbif' 
Bi11. I knnv, Hutt many hon. mcrr1bcrs wj1l 
di<::.prrr: c with thr ut·eranrn,, thc1t I am about 
to" ~;;1aln. Spr aking with regard i·o that 
trndr• \Yl1ich supplic:-: the ordinary nrccs~arics 
of Jifc. I am not in svn1pathy \vith any man 
nhn ~u~q-(·~1·..; thnt ;111~,, trade shonld haYo its 
houn Pxh•ucled '" 8 o'clo<'k if this Bill pro­
vlrlil g fnl' 8 o'clock closing bf'COUH's law. 
That woul·c1 be r1 Oistin{'tly rctro§rraclo step 
in our life. I clo not belicYe in that. This 
Hill doe.; ~ornr•thinrr which .£roes in the direc­
tion of r ·mo ing t(~mptntlon frorn that 'vhich 
we ,-,,]ne. and value intensely-the young 
mnnhor:cl nf our Sate-. 1 arn not goinu- to 
sav that eve•·v rnnn who takes drink is likely 
to. !TO to l'l!in. That would bo a .. tatemer1t. 
\\'hif•h 110 man lws a. rig'ht to maln~ in thit' 
H"n .. •. Snrnc of my best. friends would 
differ nbsolutclv from me there. I ha,-o to 
extend to them. \Yhai I claim for mysci t-the 
right of cop..;;cicnce in the rnattcr. I do ,ay, 
ancl vty f'arne~tl:\ i·hat there arc many 111011 

to-d,n· who, as ., remit of the ability to get 
intoxicants ai 11 o'clock at night, have abw-
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lutoly been driven to the ·devil. A man who 
.-.;ays that need not be Jesig-1wtt d as a 
'~ wnwH\r." I do noL say vou \;v·ll1 find it iu 
all hotels-I have llo rigi1t 'to n1a.kc a gPnc-ral 
-charge against hotel-kccpcrs-sorrlt~ of thorn 
are jm't ao, f!:Ood as I am~~but, if you go 
down the street just as tlw hotels are 
clo:,ing, you will find vonn•r fellows of uinc'­
teen <'1 .twPnty ycar.3 vof age corning OUt of 
the publtc bars the lacot thing. \Vi!! any mon 
say that thnt is goo<] for -the conllnl.lnity? 
No man will. Tn nY,' judgment, it j::; very 
bad No man can be charged wi• h lookimr 
at the quPs ion frorn ouc ~tandpoint. The 
asset of our vountr manhoflcl is n1ost impor­
tant for the State. (Hllar. hear!) The phv.-i­
cal side is one """ want to look afbr. Thf.re­
fore I am prepared to vote for this Bill; but 
if an amcndmt'nt 1~ DlOYf'cl for 6 o'clock 
clo~in~. I a1n going to vote for j'. it does not 
mattel \VhC're it comes frorn. This is not a 
party mcasu:·0, and chould not bo trPatc'rl a~ 
a part,:~ tncasuro. It is sornethi11g biggc:r thLtn 
party, and no man should bo confitH l to 
party in dealing with it. 

Th0re aro ono or 1wo clan· cs in t!w Bill 
1bat I v:i.•h to deal >Yith. The l\lini,tPr is 
quitr~ right i11 ~ayin~ that club:;; f'hould not 
ha ._~ any sper·ial UollYnntnge oYer hotel 
bclon:.:; to a dub, but \rh\- should a rnnn 
\vho bel on_!!' to a clnb b~l ~Tc HL advantag-e 
\vhirl-- t.hr> hotl'l-krcprr ha~ net ·r You 1nu:3t 
have :t lav~· \vhich ]~ fair a 11 round, o hcr~x-i: c 
yon arc pc·wli~]ng a ;cction of the c>nn­
mnnitv. I >Yould not call that. au advanhtgc, 
althougl! som0 people' \. onld. Do tlw ri:rht. 
thing. Tht> 1\lini:>b'l' has al~o said th~t the 
admipj.;; ration of thC' P..ct has ahvav-; b[·~n 
D3.rrir'd cut. so fa.r as he \Yas conr0rn\'-rl. in a 
'llTiC"tl~· in1part,jal mn rmcr. I rcrnlndPd the 
:'11inic't'''' by inhcl'jcction that. at anc J'atc, 
even upposJP~ n ;nan in a ycrv high pl:-_cc­
eYen <J I\linl:-:tor of the Cro;vn_::_has born 
cqught _bn•r1king thf) Jaw on Su11day, he should 
bP ptHJLlwd. 

Hon. F. T. BRE~XAN: \Vas be punished? 

Hm,. W. II. BAHN"ES: I do not know 
;-vheth0r he wa·0 01· not. ile hnulrl be pun­
lShf'd by 'he rourt for doins :'e:mething whi{:h 
\Vas wrong. 

Th 0 HO,!E S>~CRJ·:HRY: How can that be a 
proof of malaJrni11l~irutio·1? 

Ho:-;. \V. H. BA R:\"ES: 1\ lccri,lator <hould 
set an cxanlplp a~ to what sl7o~dd be~ d~nc 
in the community. 

A GO'lE~l);~1E);"T 1\lE:\IBER: You arc ~poi1ing 
your argumr ~~t. 

1-,hr~ llo~JE SF.CRE'l'UtY: lien can vou ~-uy 
th8 adrnini::-trntion i~ nt L>ult if the ~1an \YUS 

caught and puni~hed '? 

Mr. ~·.'foont:: Tlidn't you pnnl"h the polico­
nian \vho cnught hirn? (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARXE:'\: \Yhat about dce­
tion ti rnto, \\ hcn the· hotels in Rockh mpt.on 
were supposed to be closed? \Vhat tlid you 
do \\ben von found that ccrlain hotels there 
\'\'flf0 f'aTrying on a trade hl'idH~l· than on 
au.v other day in the week? 

The H O'!E SECRETARY: That is a rdiec i, n 
on tho police. 

HoN W. H. BARNFJS: The fact rcmains 
that the Govcrnmont have not. carried out 
the Act as it. oug-ht to be canie<l out. The 
Home Socrctarv. in introducing the Bill, said 
tha.t the GovC'rnnHmt ·wf'rc not intcre:;t.od in 
a certain section of the people, but he will 

tPll mo broad!_,. that they arc interested in 
all ""'lions of the people. 

The llOJIE S'zoRETARY : :No special :.:cction. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: I hold in my hand 
a copy of ,. Tho St.atc Servirc, )' the oHicial 
organ o ~ the Public Service General Officers' 
i\~docintion of ()uer;nsland. I no ice indicn­
tion;:; of 501110 infiucnco at work in conn(~ction 
with cC'rtain prl~lt,~cl 111attcr whjcl1, I suppose, 
lHlS LePn w<'ll paid for. The date of the 
pub!ic"tion is \Veduosday. 18th .Jnly, 2923. 
Yolurnc xii. This is headed, " Scandals of 
ProhiL11ion." 

Mr. BRUCE: \Vhat does it moan? 

Ho:-; \Y H. BARNES: It moang that 
d!Qre ha~ iuflucncc at work to g(~t at 
tho Gm·emment. 

.\ Go\"ERlG1E"("l' MniBEH: Nonscn-e! 

::\I1·. \V Em: That is a pai-d advorti"'mcnt. 

The HmiE SEi R!CT.\RY: Do you say that is 
.a Go;·en:n1P:lt publir·ation '? 

Hox. \Y. H. fL\ R"!'TES: I 'a.v. at an:- rate, 
that it 1~ full of Gf;vcrwnc:;t. advert],,_rncnt;:;, 
and It j.., <lpparent 1hat n1cnoy has been :;;pent 
in tlwt partTculEJr dirL•ctlon. \:Yhat ~o1ne 

h('adin·--~ in it·: '· Sunrtitv of 
Vi( I:J.t,,'d b.v Prol1ibit~nn';; '· On~t to 

tllr• PPoplc ~d: LYCl'! body's Elbo-..·;." 
T;1.~ lio-!!·~ ~~-~\ HIL.\.BY: Do you say only 

Ulh: ;3il shonld nJ.ycrti c: 

Hox. W. li. BAR~ES: :"io; both sides 
l:ay(~ lH~ 1.·ight to adv''l .,i :·; but in a p.a~w·r 
i :u1t to :-;o;qp i~ a Gov0rnmcnt one 
lhcro :-:hould he ()lntc 1nipartiallt.~·. \Ve 
kucr · Ycrv tll that ihu GoYcr· uwnt an• in 

_,;i;o;l to control publications of that 

:Vlr. KTR\'.-AN: ~othing of the k;nd. 

Hox. \Y. H. B.\R.':\F:S: Tho i'v1inistor .aid 
ihat hl' lHHl ('Oli' !df'rl'd all . .:;cC"tinn'. lTr> told 
th vYhat ho thought 6 o'clock clcsing mir;ht 

\\hat 8 o clock closing 111ight mean, 
wh[l t 9 o · c1cek ch1sing 1night Inf•an. I 

" ould nsk hin1 \Vh"thL'r, in the con•,,l.Jera1 ion 
or' Hu•.sc mattc'r', 1hcrr- \Vr.; anvone at his 
, lbo,.· tn help him com:c.lol' thorn'? 

::\lr. POLLOCK: Oh, give us your argurncnts. 

The IImn: SE:nvnnY: It was cr:nsidcrNl at 
a full party n1c ·t.1n,j, "·here al1 the yarious 
advocates ga\·e cxpl'l'f-.sion to their opinion3. 

Hox. \V. II. ]c.-\R"JTcfl: I cnn nndcrstand 
ond recogni:-c that h ·n o~·n kno\\'..:; }l~·n. 
rncn1h rs oppc :it.c. r:i~hr l\Iini~ter ::wid £Lcrc 
ln)..-.. hec~n a d<•rnand for :-hori·('r honr,::;. I 
i nlit'Y(' thC'l'(' lw· ThP d. m a !:,d for shortf'r 
hour:-; is lH'it·~ and wisely :::;\,, bv 
lhP trade-, and qnitc thPv f'nrour<.!o-!•d 
1hc l\1lnistcr to cu_no along "< ith an ~ln.'-""/,d­
ment. 

The HmtE SECRETARY: You kno",' that thB 
n.n!cndnH'T~t \Y<J:C: r~trric·d uy the hi::rlh~ t tl'i­
lm:>u[ of t!Ji, p:nt.v. 

Ilm:. \Y. H. BARJ\;ES: I know th,t. come 
rc'so1utions \VCl'e carried nt the high('st tribunal 
of th0 partv opposite·. '' JHl t.lwy a re bm iPd 
already, "' they are afraid to trot them out. 

I want c~pecialt to deal W1th the 
[9 p.m.] question of the Ortobor poll. The 

:\Iiu]:;;,tcr was p(:rfertly right in 
saying that in 1925 n Yolc ;;ould be taken, 
nlld CYCI"": third vcar thereafter. But do~s 
the Home Sccrciai·v rocoQ:niso how it appeals 
to r omc of us here.? vVe say that, so far as 
untrammelled referenda are concerned, the 

Hon. W. H. Ban~es.] 
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poll in October is to end them. We say 
that this measure will influence the vote of 
th" man who may be satisfle_.J with shorter 
hou"', and may not want prohibition. 

The Ho1rE SECRETARY: Do yoLr think he 
should be compelled to vote for prohibition? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I do not think 
any man should be asked to vote again't his 
convictions, but the ofir•ct of this measurA 
will be to jeopardise very largely the prohibi­
tion vote. 

Mr. FOLEY: They must have a weak cause. 

Mr. HAR'rLEY: Do you not think it might 
strengthen the prohibition vote? 

IIo:-~. W. H. BARNES: I have said I shall 
vote nrohibition, and I hope the hon. member 
for Fi tzroy is right in saying that this will 
strengthen the prohibition vote, but my 
opinion is that it will not strengthen the vote 
for prohibition. If we are right in thinking 
that strong influences are behind the Govern· 
ment, I want to ask what may be the fate 
of th0 1925 poll. Would the party sitting 
opposite not undertake that there shall not be 
a poll in 1925 if the powers behind them say 
that such a course must be taken? 

The H01!E SECRETARY: I will give you an 
a~surance on that. 

HoN. W. II. BAR'0!ES: The hon. gentle­
man's assurance may be very good so far as 
he is concnrn:'d. If it is '1 question of avoirdu­
pois and geniality, it is very good indPed. 
\Vhilc I ac~ept his word fully, I kno71 that 
sornetimes an assurance has boun gi vcn with 
regard to certain things and it has been 
broken abwlutclv because there have been 
po"ers behind dominating the party. The 
Home Secretary knows that is the case to­
day. 

I was very 1nuch surprised to hear a refer­
ence made to the cost to th,, State. The hon. 
member for Fitzroy wanted to know some­
thing a bout tho cost to the other people, 
and rightly w. But what is the cost to the 
Rtate if it is going to improve the pm,ition 
of the people generally? Have we not. with­
out any hc,itation whatever, spent hoapo of 
monc.v on things which hrwc been absolutdv 
detrimental to the best interests of the State,? 

The no,,m SECRETARY: It causes contmwd 
turmoil. 

HoN. W li. B \ R:'\ES : The hon. gcntlc­
nlan arg-urd th<lt the polls cause continuous 
turmoil. Supposing prohibition is lost jn 
October. I do not think it would be a fair 
thing 1.o rcvi\c the qW'-;)tion in eighteen 
month:-:. or to takt~ furthce action lllHil a 
re, con able time had e!"r od. If the poll 
should go the othPr wuy, I think that it would 
not be• a fair thing to revive the qu,•stion in 
clghtcPn months. In that rcspec~t I agree 
with the Home Socrctarv. But I do not agree 
':rith the hon. gentlc•rnan's 011dcavour t.o ph'ase 
both partic's. I want to know where the 
dc~1norra:cy of the Governrne11t has gone. They 
arf' propo .... ing to rcrnovc from the people the 
ric:ht to taiL• an untrammelled vote after 
October next. Is it the democracy they 
exhibited in connection with the abolitio!l of 
the Upper Hou,c, when they appea:od to the 
people, and when the people turned them 
down, thev caid, " Our democracv is to havcl 
our own w·ay irrespective of the pe-;,ple." Here 
we have a Government who entered into 
power on the cry of democracy, and they 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

are going to remove the untrammelled right 
of the people to vote on this question after 
October next. 

l,.1r. POLLOCK: The people have approved 
of our policy and dimpproved of yours 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is not so. 
Mr. POLLOCK: That is why you ar~ not 

over here. 

HoN. W. II. BARNES: I say that we are 
face to face with one of the biggest questions 
that Queensland and the whole world has 
io face. rLnd the Gov·l'rnmont are afraid to 
trust the pPople on it. After October next 
they say they ar:, not going to trust them any 
longer. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: You never even tried it in 
ov-er ten ye,1rs. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\'ES: Yes; we started 
a rnovcmcnt ruaking provision for taking a 
vote in the direction of reforming the liquor 
trade, as 've started f:'Y(~ry other reform for 
the bon·efit of Queensland: and the Labour 
party now claim the credit for . it all. I 
purpose voting for the second rcadmg <;>f th1s 
Bill; but, if an amendment is moYed m the 
direction of 6 o'c:oek closing, I will vote for 
it. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy) : I think if I 
f[Hote the Iincs-

.. Though the mills of God grind slowly, 
Yet they grind exceeding small; 

Though with patience He stands wait­
ing, 

'With cYactnc·.·S grinds He all," 

they would express what I think about the 
introdnrtion of this rnoa~uro. I suppos(-_) 
everybody has recognised that in the progre~s 
of r0form and <'f a {:rroat tnOV(~nlont there 1s 
an ebb and a flow, ;nd my personal opinion 
is that this is the ebb tide so far as temper­
ance reforn1crs arc concCrnod in connection 
with this measure. Perhaps it might bee 
legitimately urged that, haYing fail~d on 
ono occasion and with an opportumty of 
short!;,· taking another poll, it is justifiabl.e 
to remove from the Lif[uor Ad the provi­
sion for taking a poll on prohibition. While 
I conform to the exprc -,,ions of opinion of 
the majority of this party, I personally 
express disappointment at the impatience of 
the Government in seeing that reform further 
contest.ed. As a temperance reformer I do 
not stand as a fanatic, and I do not stand 
as a man who does not know anything about 
t.lw vicious effects of alcohol on the human 
bod-.c or on the raco. Though I may come 
of a family some of whose members have 
been noted' for their temperance habits, I 
d.o not Rupnose .'lOU eonld name many f~milies 
I·n A ust.ral ia v·hrre jn so1nc generation or 
another the vicious effects of alcohol havB 
not been felt, and, when I sp<'ak about the 
effects of alcohol. I know from personal 
experience whnt it leads to, and what a 
great thing will be accomplished when once 
,;nd for 1.11 the possibility of a man damag­
ing his physique and his mental powers 
by the use of alcohol is rPmovcd. I have 
had jn n1v o\~'n li fo and in my o"\\-n experiencE> 
botwnen thP agp, of oightee;, and twe:1ty-six 
or twenty-seven a knowledge of what it is 
to be beaten by King Alcohol, and I am 
very glad to saJ, further, that I have ha,d 
the very pleasurable experience of krow­
ing what it is to gain a victory over t~e 
craving for King Alcohol, for I know 1t 
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•:; bought at great cost. In the case of some 
men with a hereditary craving· which has 
hcen pasRe·d on for general ions it is a rnlraclo 
if thev can be redeemed and enabled to live 
as God Almighty meant men to live, and 
not debase themselves with the use of alcohol. 
I am not saying anything about the man 
who can use alcohol temperately. Such men 
aro very few and far bctwf'en, and I say, 
for the sake of the great majority who cannot 
use a.lcohol temp(•rat,•lv and for the s.akc 
of ih0 grt•ai number who, otcp by step, arC' 
being d<•stroyed by it, that I ~till stand as a 
solid ad\·ocate of prohibition. While the 
•>limination of the poll in October next may 
have a chance of afiecting the result in one 
way, it is like CYcrything else either in 
nature or in politics, it has a compensating 
.,ide to it, and the message that I want to 
'end out through the columns of the Press 
~ nd through " llansard" on the question is 
this: There is 

1 
a.n opportunity in October 

of thts year tnat rnay not come to you 
again. Grasp it now. Make this the last 
tirne th>:tt any Bill dPaling with this spccilic 
traffic will ever come before the Parliament 
of the State. Although in the Labour plat­
form there is a method by w hi eh another 
poll may be taken, no ono can tell, after 
the poll i,, taken in October, when another 
opportunity may be ginm. or when this 
reform may bo brought aboat. so that the 
<dl'ect I hope the elimination of this poll will 
have on the people of Queensland will be 
that they will rally to the poll in such num-
1lers as t.a mfl ko snrc that prohibition is 
nnried, and then there wiil never be any 
further need for this House again to deal 
with the liquor trade in Queensland. 

There is the other point as regards the 
hourc~ of sale, from 8 till 8. Speaking per­
sonally, I do uot C<Jrc whr-thf'r it i:;; fron1 
6.55 in the morning till 10.45 at night or 
whether .it is any oihPr time. Eir;llt till 
eight will do me as v;,•]i '" anv other hours. 
\Vhene\·f'r the 6 o'cl()f'k clo:.:.ini question haR 
come up fot dl;-;cu~slon in i.hi:-:; Houst> I have 
oppo"ed it and snokc~n again~t it on nearly 
L'Vt'rv oct .l')ion Th<~ onh· occnsiDn on which 
I evur ra~:wd m)-· voice 1'or 6 o·cJock clnsing 
was wh<m the Initiative and Reft•n'ndum Bill 
was befort~ thP J-Jou:;;c. nnd I spoke in favour 
of accept'ng the tlwu 0xisting 6 o'clock clos­
ing pctit.i·on as a pct:tion nnd0r that Bill, 
and it was so accepted. If it had not been 
for the attitude of hon. members opposite 
. ,,nd of tho LPgislaLiYo CounciL which was 
then in cxi~tt,net'. in <'onnt1C1 ion with the 
Tnitiati,·c and Rcfprendmn Bill there would 
ha YC bocn no need i o lTlakc prov,lsion in the 
Liquor Ad for a prohibition poll, and there 
woul(l not have hi 011 anv nrf'd foe rf'gret if 
it vvas tfll{(m out, bc'cnuSt~. undcn~ the 'Initia­
tive and Rcfrr''IH1li'1l Bi'1 thf'1P would haxo 
been amnle op~ 'nrtun~t .· to tn kc :t \ otP on 
a11y part;rulnr pl1r~ ~c' of the liquor fJUC.,;;tlon­
whl'ther it was for 6 o'cloek clo:::ing or £or 
closing at any othL'r hour. The blarnc for not 
having that opportunitv must rest with hon. 
members oppo<itc and their supporters ia tho 
Legislati' e Council because of the bitter way 
in which on every occasion, although the 
Government were in the majority, they 
fought the Initiative and Referendum Bill, 
and the way hon. members opposite induced 
their friends in the Legislative Council to 
defeat it. 

Mr MORGAN: Why don't you go on with 
it now? 

Mr. HAR'l'LEY: I hope that in our own 
:rood tim0 it will be gone on with. 

.Mr. CosTELI:O : What about the contribu· 
tions to your party funds? 

Mr. HARTLEY: As regards the insinua­
tion that any money has been sent to this 
party for the purpose of fighting an election, 
1 want t,o say to the hon. member and to the 
Licensed Victuallers' Association that, if 
thfy want to sond rno any mo11cy for p'oliti­
'- 1 pnrpo;;;0, to ppcn.ro rny rc•turn for the 
Fitzroy [ will accept it. (Opposition laughter.) 
I do not know whether they subscribed to 
any party hmds for rn<', but, if they did, I 
am very much obliged to them. As regards 
futuro polls under the local option provi­
sions of the Act, I know that in 1925 a poll 
can bo taken in certrtin areas on the question 
of new licenses or prohibition, but the differ­
ence between that poll and this Bill is that 
it requires thro,difths of the voters voting 
to carry that poll. I have not heard hon. 
members opposite offer any suggestion to 
remedy the position as regards prohibition, 
e.nd. with the exception of the hon. member 
for \Vynnum. I have yet to learn that any 
of them arc genuine advocates of prohibition. 

:Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I do not think 
that this is an occasion when we ehoulcl be 
( 1Plivering tc1timonies or offer!ng apologies 
for our pa 't conduct in connection with 
om lcgislat'on regarding- the liquor trade. 
\\-., have before us to-night an amendment of 
tht: existing !aw, \v.hich (Ontain.~ certa·Jn well­
dnfined principles, and I propose tu direct 
myself to d10se principies in the m'in. A 
gr>od deal h<Jo been said to-night on the scnti­
l.!C!ltal :-i.de of tlw linuor traffic. \Vo have to 
rPalisc that we have a Liquor /let to-da,_v 
'·hich i<S under arnPndlnPnt. and it ~s for us 
to eoneidcr wlwt tho oiToct of that nn>end­
ll1('YJt is goir!g to be. not so fm~ as the trade 
i-.; concernPd, but so far a.::. t,ho tra.vf'lling 
public in the country are conccrrwd. 

Mr. CARTER: And the people genctally. 

~\1r. VO\VLF:S: Yes. I belong to a country 
<!i.;;j rict, and l realise thil t for a loP;.; tin1c it 
L ·~been claimed in many quarters th 1t lit:uor 
rc•form is necc, ,,ny in Queensland. ,\t p:c•>E>nt 
th• hotnB are frorn 6 o'ciock in the Ill('l'ning 
till 11 o'clock nt night, and by f-ornc a!:·rnnge­
nq_•r:t, pr0s~lt11'l.h1y, it has been agrct d that, 
there shall be a limitation of those lwurs. 
I can only ! a kc it thflt the trade i3 jn :;;omo 
y,·ay intc.:redcd 1n that arru.ngerne-It . 

The Hmrs SECRETARY: Not at all; it is a 
n.attor of Government policy. 

Mr. VOWT,ES: I hope that it is a. raa,tter 
cf Covomrn,·at policy. I thought tint pos­
f-;Lly son1o arrnngcrnent had been arrivc1l at 
,,,-ith the liquot· trade. My point " thot it 
would be better, now that the limitation of 
hour:" has been clc~·idod upon, to make it a 
t\.' h·e-hour day. I won:d point <lilt that 
', lwt mav be d,irahlo so far as Bri b·mc and 
n1 her ci.ties are '::Oncornf'd ls , ltr,gct}wr 
inapplicable to the country districts. It 
would be a good thing, firsl of alL to agrPe 
to the prinC'iplo of a twelve-hour d;1 v in the 
liquor trade <Ls a fair thing, and, having done 
that. the people of th~ different districts 
,l,ould be able to decide b- ori:linal'v rderon­
t!um what c 1osing hour th.ey should adept. 

The HooiE SECREl'ARY: You would have 
confusion worse confounded. 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not think we would. 
In country areas adjacent to cities you may 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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prJ'sibly have one hotel dosing ut 8 o'cloc\ and 
enother on tlw opposite side of th" road 
cl'J~ing a,t 9 _o'clock. 

A liO\TR~.IJEXT J\1E11BEU: You have tlnt e1t 
Coolangat ta. 

1\Ir. VOW LES: Whv should w·· tud · all 
t~~L•e thii1g~ frun1 a ihi"'b:nlP f!Oint of Yif'·y? 
Let us con- 'der the bu:-kh]oc~..::-. l have bc~cn 
<!l't son!cthi g like b. year~ ir1 tbt• 

enuntrv~ more tLwLt bfP-and 
l j,·cd · 1·- anrl 

wh;ch a J'n frenuont. l ~tay in 
somPthing abnnt thf' li<luor 

The r0forrn ''hi eh is lJciJt~ brottg-.ht 
In !(·r the c'o~"ing- of hoic•ls up to 8 0'ciock 
iu th" mnrn1 ;.{ 'vill be 1 he bc::;.L rcforn; cvt•r 
j, 1 rct' tH'f'd. lJl ~~lllSO IllOl'f' ha t'ltl j.· ,dDt:C b.-'7 

1 h(· P.arly Ynorniug " nips " tha~1 b.; the 
•· nips" taken after t o'clock at night. 

Mr. CAHTER: Hear, hear! 

Mr. YO\YLES: I think that anv man who 
h<tB tra.vellcc1

. will realise that we~ hu--f.:l ~-t-~rtcd_ 
<l r(•tonu \, '1ieh i"> lPtt it is a step 
1';Wnl· __ :-< ll (!'Ill ha-.; hen rukl·d lor. 

con~idcr 

l.j rtl'' 

ltL' y, as 
'(.uJd 
licen :PS. 

'•k:·~ 
th'lt 

,. hi eh 
in regard to billiard 

The HmiE SllCRETARY : In country Jistric ts, 
yes. 

::\fr. VO\YLES: 1\h reading- of the Bill ;s 
1har Llll1::rd li( nsr-~ (;n hc;t J pr ·llli--) .-J l't' 11 ro 
~t' ri3]ilting for, but is that goin'.r t!J 
Li1 in to;, ·n ttnd counLr--

to hate \s 'r ~ 
SECRETARY: Oh, no ! 

1'.Ir. VOWLES: The Mxt thin•r h the 
rc-·tt:ctioH o. hunrs. I think \YC arc all avrecd 
tl~at t\Jut is a stc)p in tlv:- ri_";'ht dir1_ til}jl .. I 
rvi· __ ,lnlJL'r thilt, when ', e enomtYOlHCtl dunng 
v. ar t iu-ll to get a nH::as.tu~n of rcforut in 1 hat 
(;1r0ction, it wa;;; reiusr~d b~:· the GoY·~ti~nlcnt. 
lt i~ alone,- no : it i a. tp1( ::i..Jon of 

is u'dmittcd by all puti. s f1at 
it is rJccc,.;sarv i,o do ::,omcth1ng in thn.t ·dilcc­
j ion, althmwh 1 must sav that 1 am at a lo>s 
tc1 know wn-,T <t n1an \VllO is aec~l~tou: 'l to 
j ,ke hi dr~nk should be 1·dusPd it aftei· 
8 or 9 o·clock nt nip:ht. It ic o f ir dis~ 
erimination. rrhc lionor tradt' th~ 0 l,v 
lmsincc•·. which is en\ itled lo keep open fo>: 
lcng hours. If you are going to in•ii~t injus­
L[ce on ono sec:(ion of traders, why 11ot closo 
tbr lot up? -

Mr. CAUTC.R: vVhat do you wrmt? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is interfering 
liberties of ti·e p·oplc, and. if J 

with the 
hav.c 

or 11 mY "·hisky at 8 o·clock. 10 
o~C.lock at night, I see no r'2t1..;;,on wh\· th0 
h0n. member for Burnctt should ha· c his cr·p 
of coffee. ;LrlL!ghtor .) 

I was in the House in 1911 and 1912. when 
there wa~ a good deal of argnn1ent in con­
nection with the queolion of alien ~a hour. I 
cio n-1t hold any brief for a lien labour in 

[Mr. Vowles. 

hcotcls or uny otlwr places, hut you ha-ve to 
rc·alis0 that under tho altered co~~dltions you 

fq put a prerrtiutn en th.~ hbonr 
people \ViJO \/jl t receive permits 

ure in crnplo.vmPnt 'vh('n this 
and H t 1 ho same tirne vou are 

g-otng -i:.o rpT·,trjct tha-t san10 c}aqs :1f al_ien 
aC('Cptirtg '.:ork as cooks. 0r uth'2r\VISC, 

in ;-t bonniing-~housf'. \Vh) should a iiccnscd 
\ ·du<•li('l' lw ~pt'ciali:-' Bint!leJ out for atten­
j io~; in this direction·: I adntlt that. ns therG" 
j-., no iaw dP:diH~ wit-h lY)ftrding-_honsc'3 in thls 
("JnncctiorL it. Y ould bo in1p0."' 1hlc trJ upply 
E 'lc'3c condl tions to suf'h ost• blishmrmt ~. It 
Ela'P br' all VC'l'V V.l~Jl to d~~a} w·fn alien 
L.tb(nu, but ou are going- to pnt a prmniurn 
on the laLour of those mdivdu 'ls who ar'' 
~d- prL'sunt c•ntir!.cd to pcnnit~. 

Jt is intPndf'd to taku avvay frnm the rubJic, 
aiiPr Octub<er next. the rig-ht which tlwy have 
m_der exist itlg lt1 f!itdnt.ion With rL'~;trd to 
c rtnin polb. \Vlwther thrtt io dcsir:tbli' or 

i.) not tor 1110 to That is a lnnden 
h tbt- Govcrnrncnt plac.:cd urwn their 

, . !J should<~r;-;_ and it is for thern i J ac __ ·--~pt 
tJ c n>ponsibi:it:~. The reason I reier to t_:r·~~ 
n riiculn r rnatt<!r is becnnsc I f'tronL;ly obJ0Ct 
i" the lost spc•aker. wilo referred lo the 

lnil ia.tivc and Rcfen1 ndnrn Bill, 
us that. if that propo~cd ll'gislation 

aQT<·c-cl to i.J,· the upp•'l· Hm "C. 
wol1ld hR VC lJc."cn Il1l1·Ch; ur:d~'r W~tich 

of the comtnunitv c·'uld h:tvc 
le .:·islation dealing with any nb8s of 

n:1 or· anv sJdJieC't-tnatter u,.t "11L 'rh~~ 
l lll. rnen:.b"r tor Fit'.Yro.v i:::. con3entin;.r to-d.>,y 

oil:' the :--tatuH'-h:;ok, to a very groat 
th;Jt Y<'i':V p1·inc;plt \vhicl1 hL' ~::tys it 

tlS hi~ desire 10 have placed in the l;opular 
lni.tiative and HL'fen::ndum Bill. . 

iVIr. FOLLOCK: He did not say that at all. 

~vir. VOY1 LES: He oaid that in dfcct. 
1lr. POLLOCK: That is your construction~ 

nl~[ that oi the hem. rnembcr for Fitzroy. 
Mr. VO\YLl<;S: The only oonsln,ctic)u that 

I c w put on it is that it \vas purely a 
L~ pucriL;cal apu;og.). 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. VO\YLT<;S · I nm~t withdraw the wor·d 
"hvpccrit-ica L ., It 'vas an apol()g} for his 
pn ·.cnt ac in eonsr 1ting to th1s Bill. I 
was ver:,· d to hca1· the loadc•r of the 
Count.J y party say that this wa to b<> dealt. 
\\ ith a. a non-part.\ ruc•a::,urc. Th,_; plntform 

cf t1:1c Count;·_,~ pa~·ty ::;cb:; out . hat 
L9.30 p.m.J we prefer to h:tvc pericdical 

re fcrL'lFln ort the que:-"ition of con­
tinu~JTIC'.', a·nd \VP ~trongly object to the prin­
crplc c: nc.tionali- ation Under no circum­
~ :x,lH'< ~ wilt \Ve consnnt. to thl' Government 
taking part in i.ho liquor trade, hecauSt>. I 
think it i:"' witltlu vour O\Vll k o\vledge, S1r, 
jhat for ma11Y mmiths past a hotel has prac­
tically bcPn c~nductcd at . he Central Haih a:, 
S'tation in l3r1.' ball('. and I venture to t:ay 
tbt. if a hotel in the baclcblocks had been 
eondud;'d in the sarne ''ay, the liccn;,cc 
"ou!J have been culled upon to show cause 
\Yhy his license ;;hould not be cancelled. 

For thc>c rea ons I intend to support the 
]3; 11. I sincerely hope that the ?din Her will 
COJ!sidcr what I said about country hotds. 
l r "l VC no brief for hotel~kecpcrs. I am 
simply !coking after the interests of people 
who 11 "vel. I would commend to the Home 
Secretary tho speech which his predcco .cor 
made on this qm•stion in 1911, 0:1 page 1599 
of "Hansard." I refer to the late Mr. 
Crawford, the member for Monnt Morgan. 
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l\ir. STOPFORD: I ha vc read it-a very 
able >pcPch, too. 

Mr. VO\VLI<;S: It was a vPry fine speech. 
and I would like the hon. gentleman scriouo,ly 
to con:--icler the ~uggestions he rnadc as to 
how the miners for ins anc". and the country 
people generally, ma5 be affected. 

The Ho~tE SE.REl'ARY: I wggcstcd that 
myself. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is very easy to say these 
things. \Vhat we need to do is to provide 
for them. 

Mr. \'ORSER (Rurnctt): This lwing a non­
part~· n.caH[ro, I am ccrtttinl::- very lottth to 
oppose it. 

Mr. \V Em: How can it lw a non-party 
rnea--;l!rC \vlwn it is in yonr platform? 

Mr CORSFR: The hon. member must 
givr Lh credit £0r ordinary intclligrnce and 
an iment.on to deal with matters which mav 
bf! brought bt>foro us, irr~'-,.;;:;pcctivo of ouur 
par· y plnt:orm. \Vc cannot initiate lc<risla­
tion, and thr hon. member cannot ::-av that 
the L1bour party initiated this legislation. 
It was born at, Emu Park. Ther0 the 
Govc•rnment rcr. i\~ed a mandate to bl'ir.g it 
forward. I arr1 not going 10 be narrow 
cnon~lh to ~av that b('C3U5:0 jt, "·as initintc.d 
at E1nu Pa~k it. is irnpo~~lble for 111() to 
support it. In 1912 I had the plcnsure of 
or,posing th,, present Liquor .Act, and, so far 
as I knnw this measure, I an1 going to sup­
port tlw seccnd reading. But ttft<'r Ol.\r 
exnencnco on tlw Indmtrial Arb1tration Aet 
A11wnclmcnl Bill, we do not feel that we 
kno\v ju~t \\~hat am('ndn1CD"::; rna·. b:' intro­
dnccd a ft<'r the SPC<md rPading · is passc·d. 
The Minister, in his valuable explanation of 
the n=l:, indicated that he propo C~ to hring­
for\vard an amondmrnt proYiding thnt all 
clnbs shall fall into lino with one another. 
AL pn ·,C'nt n11 dub~ rrgis· c'rrfl prior to 1st 
J anuar,~, 1907, retain the pri vi!cg·ps the•· had 
then. Th<>sP privilPgos arc dcniPd to clubs 
licensed after that date. Now the Minister 
tells ll' that he proposes to move an al.lcnd­
mcnt in the Bill to curtail the privih'e:c- of 
all club That is one insto,nce of an amcnd­
mC'nt ('Orniug from tht~ 1\Iinl~'er hinbt'lf to 
a Bill lw i~ 1ntccducing, and it i~ au altPra­
tion which is vital to come people. I am not 
going to express myself upon it. It do('c; not 
ini C'rcst me, and T am not going to sav that 
ono section of the people ~hould C'lljoy a 
priYilcgo which others do not enjoy. 

I re] •resent a country district. where peonle 
arv not ahvavs within a, £0\V vnrds of n 
hotel On these bonrhc', we rcpr<;c.,ont people 
who proba blv cannot g0t into town except 
for it few nig-hts in 1 he week. and then 
probably not hCforo 7 o'clock; so that. under 
the B;ll it will be very difficult for them to 
enjo~· a dri"k if they wi~h. Thny an~ cf'r­
tainl? noi. g-oing to he in town at 8 o'clock 
in th0 morning, and if thPy were to take a 
drink <hen it would perhaps not be very 
gocd for thorn. I think that in country dis­
trict' it wou1d be verv much fairer to fix 
the hour' at from 9 in "the morning- till 9 at 
night. I do not advocate total prohibilion, 
because I believe that undN existing con­
dition' it would be impossible in country 
districts to establish boarding-houses at very 
many towns without 1he pri~ilege of licenses. 

l\1r. PoLLOCK : " Daddv" will fmack you 
if you •lon't support it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSRR: I think hon. members will 
give ono credit for using his own discretion 

in a matter like this, and, whilst one section 
oi the family may want to sec prohibition, 
l Inust s and for rny O\Vn convict.iolls--·-(laugh­
t<'rj-and, if tho hon. member for Dalby and 
other members of the Asseml.J!y want to httv& 
a drink, I am not going to deny them that 
right. I trust that the Bill is net going to 
m.l.tate unfairly again ·t our countr;, people, 
aud I hope the Minister will be reasonable 
with respect to all amendments dealing with 
them. If we are going : o be foolishly 
ext rcme, we may deny to country people th& 
right tiJ ha vc the lodging-houses in many 
Cc"t1tre' which they now enjoy. I do not 
bl'lievc in extremes either way, and I think 
that the Bill g·oes a long wa:: towards a 
solution of some of our 1 roubles. At Emu 
Park certain other amendments wore pro­
pc:c;'d by Government members taking away 
altof!dhor the right to a rcf<)rendum in 
Ociober next, but tho~e were defeated. In 
1912 l voted >tgainst i1 referendum at all, 
am! I think that we, as legislators, should 
ta ko upon ourselves the burden of deciding 
whu t the people desire. I think no acsombly 
in the State has a better rig-ht, or is in a 
bett<·r po itiou, to know their desires than 
this Chamber, 

At 9.40 p.m., 
The CHAIR.If·\N OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

Brisbane) took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 

l\fr. CORSRR: I shall support the second 
rcadin.g of the DilL I twst that thoro will 
be no skclc'lons brought forward from the 
cupboard. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: There may be some 
boitlcs. (Laughter.) 

l\lr. CORSER: I ,,onld not like to do 
anything unfair by :::uppr;rting· the Govern­
mo:Jt in this proposal, not knowing what 
may be behind it. I hope that the reform 
ihat is desired will be brc:ught about. If it 
is not, then wo hall have arothor oppor­
tunit-.- at another time in this House. 

l\Ir. TA YLOR (lr indsm·) : I am sure that 
'VO all Il~tm10d with a very great amo .. 1nt of 
plcanuo to the speech made bv the Home 
Scr.nJtary wh0.n introducing the BilL A 
great many of us had ,ornc sympathy for 
him '•· hen he delivered that add re ·S, especially 
y, hen wn eo m' to consider the remarkable 
cha~1gc t.hat llas. taken place in the LabotL 
part.v 'vith r 1~gard io tho rcfcn'ndum and i-:1 
connection with this particular question. 
The cx-llome Secretary, whPn introducing 
thP LiqLlor Act _\.mcndnwnt Bill in 1920, ;, 
rcport,,d in " Hansard" ,,s caying-

" I stand corrected. This g-ives the 
people th•J opportunity of a referendum. 
This party stand for tho referendum; it 
is part of i.hoir platform. The Lahour 
partv have nothing at. all to f··ar in 
putting this matter to the electors." 

I cannot understand the change that has 
taken place in the attitude of the Labour 
party to-day with regard to the referendum. 

The Ho~tE SECRETARY: That referendum was 
only ncceseian- to fill the gap until the 1925 
r0f0rendum arrived. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not think it was to 
fill any gap at all. The referendum has been 
on the Labour party's platform for a number 
of years. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: .I thought yoe1 re­
ferred to that special poll. 

Mr. TA YLOR: It wtts not brought in as 
stop-gap legislation at alL Hon. member., 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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<Opposite tried on sovPral occasions to have it 
placed on the statute-book, lmt it was 
defeated by the L:•gislativc Council. Thoro 
:is certainly in the Bill some rneasur·e of 
reform. The liomo Secretary was quite nght 
in describing lt as .a reform measure. I look 
upon the lixi!!g of the hotns of trade between 
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. as reform, but I do not 
think it goes far enough. We hav' got to 
ackno-. kc1go that 6 o'e.ock clo ing lms been 
in op•·ration in the Southern States of the 
Commo:Jwcalth fur about eight years. I -do 
not kLo\Y cf R,n.v case \Vhcre tl1('.Y havr gone 
back on tltut. If that hour of closing had 
proved a failure or had not worked to the 
benefit of the people in Victoria, South A us­
tralia, and Now South Wales, I take it there 
would have been a reversion to some other 
·clos:np; time. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Thoro is no need to revert 
to au.v other time, because yo:1 eau get a 
drink at an:v time after 6 o'clock. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Unfortunately what the 
hon. member says i.o true to a very great 
extent. It is a remarkable thing with regard 
to liquor lcgi"lat.ion that those cng·a~-;cd in 
the liquor tmlfic arc able to flout and break 
the law, whibt the nurnbor o£ brt•achu of 
factor logislntion is almo·t negligible in 
curnparison. That is a. ~canclal and a sl1~1mc. 
It is wrong, when a law is pa<sed by Parlia­
rn{'nt ~a.''illg- th:li hotds shall cio.3c at a cC'r~ 
tain hour, that those engaged in that traffic 
should openly ai:d brazenly break the law. 
Th0 JWr,ons who come under the operations 
of t-he factorv iaw dare not, and do not, break 
the law in that way. 

The SECRET.'RY FOR l'UBLTC WORT\f>: DGring 
this w ok I have had not- less than thirty­
five n·pcrts r~gardiug- brcachc~ of the 
Faetorics and Snops Act. 

Mr. TAYLOR: While. no doubt, there may 
bn that number of broaches, in my judgment 
they arc not open and defia ut broaches of t he• 
Jav:. 

The SEcRETARY FOR I'uBLTC' \\"oRKfl: Take 
for cxa1nplc thl shops selling exempt and 
non~rxc1npt goods. 'l'hc.y run the risk and 
do most o£ their bu inPso after 6 o'clock. I 
had a d putation a'·king for legislation on 
that matter. 

l\Ir. 'l'AYLOR: That may be done in somt• 
ea ~s, but in cmnpar.ison vi.-·ith tho liquor 
trade there arc very fc·w btcachcs. The 
liquor people arc contiunally breaking the 
law and arc not brought before the court. 
W P do not seem to be able to got at them in 
thP srnnc way as v; ':' ar0 able to get at those 
who Lreak the factory law.·'· We arc de,ding 
with a very hip- subjeet indeed; but to lay 
duwll a hard~nncl~fast lu w for evcr.v In<l n and 
woman in the community is a most difficult 
matter indeed. Thoro is a lot to be said 
with nJ9;1 rd to the contention raised bv the 
hon. member for Dalbv and th- hon. rnem­
bor for Burnett with i·espcct to the people 
in th•' country and the country clubs. In wmc 
of the far-away towno in Queensland, the club 
is the only rend,,zvous for pleasure of the 
peopL• in that particular area or town. To 
appl;:· to the people in the outback areas the 
same rule as we arc p1·epated to apply in the 
largo cities would probably create a hard­
ship. But. as one hon. member stated, if yon 
start to discriminate you make confusion 
worse confounded. I hopG that, when the Bill 
is in Committee, the Minister will accept one 
or two amendments. W o want to do the best 
in the interests of the people of the State and 

[Mr. Taylor. 

in the interests of the State itself. I realise 
that you camwt make people sober by an Act 
of Parliameut. Still 1 do uot think we shC'uld 
hold out a special inducement to help them to 
go wrong. The fact that during the whole 
period since the declaration of war in 1914 
up to the pre·ent time there has been no 
,.e,triction in the trading hours does not 
rc·flccl credit on our Stat0, nor do s it reflect 
crcJit on us a', Qu0cnslandcrs. 

.:\Ir. l'AYXE : ArP we wor ,o off here than 
the people in the other States? 

1\Ir. TAY LOR: From what I .hear, I think 
thoro lms been an improvement in those 
States where the hours have been rc,,tricted. 
[ h·n·c road tnany reporb about prohibition 
in America, and any unbiased man who 
rr>ads tho,"c reports rnust romc to the con~ 
~ lusion---notwithstanding the bootlegging and 
the doping- that is alleged to be going on 
by the people who indulge in strong drink­
that the bulk of tho evi-dc•nce shows that 
there has been an improvement in the con­
ditions in An1orica. I 1nay be wrong. I 
simply go hy thP remarks of the men in this 
country who arc not. tcotobllcrs and who 
buyc been to .1\tncrica. I (!o not go to tee~ 
totalkr., f<Jl' any inforniation with rrgard 
to this cnattcr. I find that it is far better 
to go to men who are not tcrtotaJlors~ They 
vvill giYo ~\'O~ an unbiased opinion with 
regard to what is taking place. If there 
are n1en and wotncn in ArncriC''l to-dav \Yho 
,ere sub-tituting dope for whisky, then it 
wdl only bo a matter of a fl'W yoan >Yhen 
thrsc pcopln \Yill pass out of cxi-..tcncc. \Vhcn 
any individual is cra:viiJg' for liquor to ~uch 
an extent :-~s to re- art to drugs whf'n h0 can~ 
not get it, he must be in a very bad way 
indeed. l will not t.ak ~ up any more time, 
as tht subj{ et h:1~ been di--cu-.:~cd very :vel1, 
but l ho·,1e. 1d1en we reach the Committee 
st<J gc of th8 BilL that vvc will get in some 
(/ our amcndrnC'nt~. I rrgrot thnt the 
GnvC'nHnPnt arn ttJking out t.hat partirular 
pt·oyi~ion vYhirh give~ t.o the proplc the right, 
if thL'V "'i;.;h. to t~1ke a po11 cverv three 
years. · That is a retrograde step which the 
·Govc'rllnlcnt ~honld r:ot h1vc allowed in this 
B;!l. I >Yill certainly oppose that amend­
ment as far as I pmsibly can. 

At 9.52 p.m .. 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. KELSO (Tunrhh): I was very pleased 
to hear the Minister say, in introducing this 
n1ca"urc, that it \Vas a reforn1 mf'nsure. It 
is rather peculiar to me. thou<5h. that a Bill 
"hi eh aims at reform shonld ha,·e extend­
ed to this particnla r trade hours from 8 
o'dock in the 1norning to 8 o'clock at n1ght 
when the crdinarv food of the community 
cannot be purchased after 6 o'clock at night. 

i\Ir. BYXF~: Aro not n.ll rdre,.hmcnt-rooms 
kept open till 11 and 12 o'clock? 

Mr. KELSO : I qnitc ad·nit the.v are. but 
I am talking of shops which retail the food 
nf the communit,· which are closed at 6 
o;dodc Artic!Ps ·of food cannot be bought 
n.fter 6 o'clock. It is a question whether 
the subject. shonld not be treated in a feder!'-1 
spirit, and the hours fixed from 8 o'clock m 
the morning to 6 o'clock at night. If ho!'. 
members ,-isit the Tweed Heads. they w11l 
find that after 6 o'clock at night noople 
come in streams from Tweed Heads to Coolan­
patta and i<. is the complaint of the hotel­
J~eepdrs of ='low South Walos that legisla­
tion exists which permits people to come 
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!ram ::\cw South ·wales into Queensland and 
·me the hotels in this State until 11 o'clock 
at night. 

'rhc HoME SECRETARY : The liquor la ,·s of 
Que,msland arc more drastic than those Gf 
1'\c\\ South \Vale'' 

::\1r.. KELSO : The Government propose, 
under this Bill, to close hotels at 8 o'clock 
at night and thus give the trade a margin 
of two hours, from 6 o'clock to 8 o'clock, in 
which time a lot of damage can be done. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : The hours of other 
·•;hops were reduced by evolutionary methods. 
I ]mm,, because I worked in them. 

Mr. KELSO: The members on this side 
of the Home arc quite prepared to support 
anr amendment to reduce the hour for 
cl,;sing from 8 o'clock to 6 o'clock. 

The Ho:\TE bECRE1'ARY: Which would you 
sooncr ha,·c-2 o'clock with public opinion 
behind c·ou, or 6 o'clock and only a section 
witl1 you. 

The DEPCTY SPEAKER : Order! 

::\Ir. KELSO: The Home Secretary has to 
prov•' that public opinion is behind 8 o'clock 
aud not bL•hind 6 o'clock closing. The 
Gove1nrnent have taken no steps to find that 
out. 

Mr CoSTELLO: And it is not going to. 
The HO""'E SECRETARY: The Premier, in his 

policy spce~h, declared for shorter hour', and 
\Yl arc here. 

J\h KELSO: It has been suggested from 
thi' side of the House-I do not know 
whether hon. members on the opposite side 
arc absolutely wedded to this Bill as a party 
measure-thar the Bill should be treated as 
a non-party measure. It is a matter affect­
ing the 1norals of the comn1unity, and surely, 
on a matter such as this, we can rise to the 
occasion and discu'" it from the point of 
view of the r.;ood of the public! If the 
:\Iini5ier is looking at tho point of view of 
the good of the public. I ask him to let the 
House know if the Bill is to be treated as a 
public measure and not as a party one. \Ve 
kno" that rhe matter has already been con­
sidcr,d in a certain quarter, and 8 o'clock 
decided upon. The Minister, in introducing 
the Bill, said that it is g·oing to affect hotels, 
clubs. wine shops, and railway refreshment­
rooms. How are the public going to judge 
us if they fmcl that every part of the com­
munity is to be legislated for on this parti­
cular subject, and that we, their legislators 
here, are afraid to legislate on our own 
action'il? 

Th•c Ho~rE SECRETARY: You do not need to. 
You control your own acti,;ns. 

?;1r. KELSO : It is all very well for the 
Minister to say that, though he is probably 
quite ri<s·ht; but what is the effect on the 
community outside? It would have a good 
effect if \VC included the parliamentary 
refro:-hmcnt -room~. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You have no right to keep 
an c p0n bar here. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIIJ INSTRUCTION : 
There is nothing to prevent you, then, put· 
ting a bottle of whisky in your locker. 

Mr KELSO · I am sorry to hear a Minis­
ter of the Crown sngge-.. t that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
\Ye know some of you do. 

Mr. KELSO: I have hoard the story of a 
cerbtin reverend gentleman who had the 
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nickname of being a signpost. Someone said, 
'' Why do ~?OU call him a signpost?" and 
the reply was, " Because he is .tlways point­
ing ID the road he will not go himself." 
I hope the Home Secretary will think of 
subjecting ns to the .same discipline to 
which we are subjecting the public. It will 
not do the Homo Secretary th•• slightest bit 
of harm if he puts into tho Bill a proviso 
rhat the parliamentary refreshment bar is te 
be included in the list of places which are 
tu bo closed down. 

I want to know whv hon. members r.re tied 
1•l 8 o'clock at night." It has been suggested 
b~ the hon. member for Oxley that there is 
some compelling power be.hind the Gm·ern­
rncnt in the maiter. 

The SECRETARY FOR AcmccLTURE : Do not 
i >1ko any notice of him. 

Mr. KELSO: I must do so, for his orgu­
If1('llis wcro f'O convincing that at lnst he had 
i he hon. rne;:nbcrs opposite rpduced (o silence. 
ll1· sugftcst·~d that the influence behind thi>:. 
Bill is the Licensed Victuallers· Assoc1aLon, 
1Jrcan"-:>. lhe Government got a quid pro quo 
L·c.rn that boch. It is suggested th·tt that 
b< Jv is "His ivia.stcr's Voice" bL'hinrl the 
J'ill~ The edict has gone forth "' d hon. 
nwmbers opposite have to obey it. 

Hon. members on the other side have 
c·\·idPntlv decided to break a•ya,· from the 
e· ablishcd principhs of the "referendum 
\\hich r.hey have held for many jears. The 
rry of the Government was alway& that theY 
'>He pr0pared to trust the people. Why is 
it that the,, wa.nt the referendum done away 
"ith after October? Why not allo,,· the thing 
1o go on? I would remi'ncl the Government 
that for some time they have had in the foro­
front of their platform a plank refening to 
1 i:e initiatin• and the referendum. lf this 
measure is passed, I ask the Homo Secretary 
vvhP!her he 1 prepared to substitute for iL the 
initiative and referendum so that every 
facility will be given to the public to decide on 
all important public matters whenever the 
rc•quisite number of people ask for legislatioiD. 
i::1 any narticular direction. Take the aboli­
t;on of the Lcgislativn Council. Wh.v was it 
that the will of the people in rhat particular 
ea,\~ \vas not carried out? There \-ra~ a big 
majority in favour of the retention of the 
Lo gislative Council. If hon. members on the 
opposite side arc such strong democrats and 
;;hco such faith in the will of the people, 
why did t.hcy not carry out the will of the 
pe-ople on that occasion? The Government 
failed to do so then, and it make; us antici­
pate that, if the referendum in October is 
carried in f:tvour of prohibition, th•' Govern­
w·ent will not carry it out. 'They have done 
mch a thing before and may do it .again. 
They may bring in legislation later on to 
rmllify the ;uccess of the temperance p~ople. 
The "ubject has been pretty well dobatrrl, and 
I do not propose to repeat myself just for the 
seke of speaking. We on this sirk of the 
House intend to support the second reading 
of the Bill, and I hope, when W'' get into 
Commiltee. that the Minister will see his 
way to reduce tho hour&, and I hope also 
that he will sec his way to justify us in the 
"··es of the people b.v including the parlia­
mentary refreshment bar. 

Question-That the Bill bo now read a 
suond time-put and passed. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was ma-de an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.5 p.m. 

Mr. Kelso.] 




