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WEDNESDAY, 1 AUGUST, 1923.

The Seeaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maresz),
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS.

TecHNICAL COLLEGE INSTRUCTION IN APPLIED
ELECTRICITY.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction—

“1. If, in view of its rapidly increas-
ing use, there is any class at the
Technical College, or at any of the
schools under his control, through which
those desirous of acquiring a practical
knowledge of electrical apparatus, such
as engine-ignition, small lighting plants,
and other household and farm appliances
as are labour-saving and tend to make
country life easier, may obtam tuition
in the same without having to become
apprenticed to an electrical trade and
taking up electricity as their sole occupa-
tion ?

“2. Is there any law or regulation
p1eventmg private instructors from giv-
ing lessons on such lines?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

*“1. Classes are held in the Central
Technical College for the purpose of
instructing amateur students in the opera-
tion of motor cars, the electric ignition
of internal combustion engines, the vari-
ous systems of car lighting, and the
principles underlying the operation of
motor cars. Day classes are also held
for lads who intend to follow farm life
in _elementary electricity, magnetism,
and various elementary trade processes
used on a farm. TFull courses of instrue-
tion are also provided for electrical
fitters and mechanics engaged in the
trade, and for telegraph and telephone
mechanics engaged in the Postmaster-
General’s Dep‘trtment

2. There is no law or regulation pre-
venting private instructors from giving
lessons of any kind whatever, but such
instructors are not permitted to teach
in technical colleges.”

Cost oF CoOUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE TO 30TH
Juxe, 1923,

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock—

“1. What is the total cost to 30th
June, 1923, of the Council of Agriculture
since its inception?

“2. What is the total number of em-
nlovees from director downwards, and
their total weekly salaries and wages?

‘3% What fees have been paid to mem-
bers of the Council, inciuding their
travelling expenses?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eackam) replied—

1. £24,993 0s. 5d.

“ 9. Thirty-one employees; £171 8.
5d.

“3 £2 2, per day sitting fees. £1
11s. 6d. per day travelling allowance,
with rail and/or steamer fares.”
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Deray Ix DELIVERY OF FODDER FOR STARVING
Srock.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock-—-

“1. Is he aware that considerable delay
is occurring in the delivery of fodder for
starving stock after same has been
granted by the department?

“ 2. Will he make inquiries with a view
of locaiing the cause of delay and huve

same remedied 7’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—

“1. 1 am not awarc that considerable
delay has oceurred in the delivery of
fodder for starving stock. On the other
hand, the department holds a large num-
ber of complimentary letters from farmers
in regard to the expeditious despatch of
their requirements,

‘2. If the hon. member will submit
any specific case where it is thought delay
has arisen, inquiries will be made.”

EMrLoyMENT OF Locan RESIDENTS ON Tama-

SuraT Ramnway EXTEXSION.

Mr. MORGAN a:ked the Premier—

“1. Will he instruct the engincer in
charge of railway construction on_the
Tara-Surat extension to give immediate
employment to the large number of dis-
trict settlers and workers registered for
employment but up to the present unable
to obtain work?

“2. Is he aware that quite a large
number of settlers, urgently in need of
relief work, have applied for employment
on this line, but up to the present have
been turned down?”’

The PREMIER (Hon.
('hillagoe) replied—

1 and 2. One reason for commencing
this line was so that relief could ‘be
afforded to settlers in the district who
were in distressful circumstances owing
to the severe drought through which they
were passing. When the work com-
menced as many local settlers as could
be placed were given employment, and
the number has been dddod to from time
to time. The total number of men now
cmployed on the line is 153, and the chief
engincer advises that he is not at present
in need of additional labour.’

1. (. Thecdore.

REPAIR OF FENCE, BSTATE SCHOOL, GOONDIWINDI.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for
Public Works—

“Will he explain why the work of
repairing the fence around the State
school at Goondiwindi has not been pro-
ceeded with, in view of the definite
promise given to the House last secssion
that the work would be gone on with
immediately 7’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay) replied—
“The fence was not mentioned either
by the hon. member or myself. The
qguestion of additions and repairs was
submitted 1o the Department of Public
Instruction, who recommended as fol-
lows :— .
(1) No action regarding additions.
(2) Expenditure upon fencing be
further considered when funds are avail-
able.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

QJuesaon .,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNEMPLOYED INSURANCE
FuND.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) asked
the Secretary for Public Works—
‘“ What amount of contributions has
been made to the Unemployed Insurance
Fund to the end of June, 19237

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
replied—
“Contributions, including Government
egrant, from the 1st March to 30th June,
1923 £56,052 5s.”’

CANCELLATION OF NOTIFICATION OF PRICES OF
Hay axDp Bacow.
Mr. EDWARDS
Premier—

* Owing to the present high cost: of
feeding of pigs, will he direct the Com-
missioner of Prices to cancel all prices
notifications fixing the prices of ham and
bacon 7"

The PREMIER rcplied—

" Decontrol is unnecessary, . as any
increase in the price paid by the factories
for pigs is allowed in the wholesale
prices.  Fixation does not, therefore,
affect the price of pigs. Further, the
limiting of profits on the retail prices of
such commodltles encourages consumptlon
and to such extent stabilises the prices
paid to the producer. During the past
week the decontrol of prices as desired
by the hon. member was also urged on the
Commissioner by the proprietary com-
panies and strongly opposed by a co-
operative factory represcentative.”

(Vanango) asked the

AcTioN 0f COMMONWEALTH (GOVERNMENT in re
INCIDENCE OF LEAD PorsoNing IN CHILDREN
IN QUEENSLAND.
Mr. ELTHINSTONE
Home Seeretarv-—
*I{ave any steps been taken by the
Commonwealth Government in regard to
conducting a medical investigation into
the incidence of lead-poisoning in children
in Queensland 2
Hox. ¥. 1. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba) re-
plicd—
“ No steps have been taken beyond
sctting out the scope and personnel of a
proposed investigation.”

(Oxley) asked the

DATE roR INTEREST ON QUEENSLAND LOANS TO
BECOME SUBJECT 70 FEDERAL INcOoME Tax.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE asked the Treasurer—
“1. Has any definite date been agreed
upon with the Commonwecalth Govern-
ment after which the intertst on Queens-
land loans will DLe subject to Federal
income tax? If so, what is the date?
2. When Federal income tax becomes
so payable, will it apply to the interest on
any loans issued prior to the date asked
for in Question 127

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoc) replied—

1. At the recent conference of Pre-
miers it was agreed that no tax-free loans
should be issued after the 31lst December
next.

“ 2. It is understood that all issues up
to 3lst December next will be free of
Federal tax.’



Personal Explanation.

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and crdered to be printed:—

Report of the Police Investment Board
for the year ended 3lst December,
1922,

PERSONAIL EXPLANATION.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): Mr. Speaker, I
desire to make a personal explanation.

Mr. Moraax: An apology.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon. member for Barcoo be
allowed to make a perzonal explanation?

HoxourasLe MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BULCOCK : Yesterday the hon. mem-
ber for Dalby took exception to a letter read
by me on the 25th Junc, when I was speak-
ing on the Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill. In effect, this letter set out that
a Mr. 8. Spence, a drayman with his own
turnout, was required to do certain work in
connection with the recent election for Mr.
Vowles’s committee, and was refused pay-
ment for his services, his loss in this connec-
tion being 5s. 6d. Since the hon. member
denied the charge I have pursued inquiry
into the matter, and regret that, by a strange
set of circumstances, Mr. Vowles's name was
mentioned in this connection. I would like
to outline these circumstances, and in so
doing 7o point out that my production of
the letter was brought about by Mr. Vowles's
urfeunded accusation that we employed non-
union labour to produce cur election signs.

Mr. Vowres: You are a twister.

Mr. BULCOCK: In order to make the
position clear, it ix neceszary for me to refer
to a signed report by Organiser Funncll of
the Australian Workers’ TUnion. In this
report he states Mr. Spence was instructed
to deliver certain goods to Brook street poll-
ing-booth for Mr. Vowles's committee of the
Nationalist partv. This letter was dicrated
by Mr. Fu nell to a stenographer in the
Australian Workers’ Union office, who unfor-
tunately substituted * Vowles” for “Fowles.”
Subsequently Mr. Funncll’s report came
before Mr. District Sceretary Martyn, of the
Australian Workers’ Union, and in a letter
based on this report, he, knowing that the
phrase ‘“ Vowles’s committee of the National-
izt party ” was incorrect, as Mr. Vowles was
not associated with the Nationalist party.
substituted  “ Country”’ for “Nationalist”
party. believing the designation of party to
be wrong rather than the namec.

Mr. Hynes: The same species of bird.

Mr. BULCOCK : The effect of this on his
letter was that the communication I read in
the House read “ Vowles’s committee of the
Country party.” (Opposition laughter.)

It is a matter for regret that the name of
a gentleman. who by his absence from the
Chamber cannot offer an explanation to the
House, has been introduced, as it is easily
understood that the gentleman in question
may not have been responsible for the action
of his committee.

In any csse, and to show the ease with
which the two gentlemen in question may be
confounded, I am informed that during the
recent campaign the * Courier” attributed
a speech made by Mr. Fowles to the late
leader of the Country party.

1923—x
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In order that honourable members may
perceive that in making the statement I did
I was actuated by no motive of political
dishonesty, I am prepared to place both
Organiser Funncll’s report and Mr. Martyn’s
subsequent letter, together with Mr. Spence’s
voucher showing &s. 6d. short pay, on the
table of the ITouse, should hon. members so
desire.

I would add that we of the Labour party
have no. need for misrepresentation—(Oppo-
sition laughter)—as our cause is able to
succeed on its own inherent truth.

NERANG RIVER BRIDGE AND SOUTH-
PORT-BURLEIGH ROAD BILIL.

INITIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cuirns): I beg to
move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itsclf into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to validate
certain agreements entered into by the
Seeretary for Public Launds with cerfain
local authorities and persons relating
to certain road and bridge improvements
and a certain quarry sitc necar Scuthport,
and for other consequential purposes.”

Question put and passed.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
RresuMPTION OF (OMMITTIE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbans, in the chair.)

Clause 21— Amendment of section 90--
Power of inspection by wunion aofficinls.”’—
on which Mr. Mcore (dubigny) had moved
the omission of the following paragraph:—

“In the second paragraph of the said

section, the words ‘‘converse with or
otherwise  hamper or  hinder  the
employees during their working time,

but > are repealed, and the words  wil-

fully hamper or hinder the employees
during their working time, and” are
inserted in liew thereof.”

Mr. MAXWELL {(7oowong): The leader
of the Country party is to be congratulated
for drasing attention to one of the most
dangerous clauses in this Bill. To allow
any union sccretary to unhinge a man’s
business will, in a good many cases, mean
ruination. It is only necessary for me to
take my own industry by way of illustra-
tion. To place this power in the hands of
a man who is carrying cut the red objee-
tive, or the wiping out of the employer—
which is practically what the party on the
cther side is committed to—could easzily
mean ruin to the cmployer without any
difficulty whatever. It is only necessary for
mz to illustrate my point. If I had a cer-
tain number of men carrying out certain
work in this Chamber, and the union secre-
tary came in and wanted to discuss matters
of interest to himself and, perhaps, matters
of interest to the union, there is nothing
to prevent those men who are working
from destroying the work they have been
doing throughout the day. The Secretary
for Public Works is a practical man, and
he knows that that is correct. The pro-
posed clause threatens the efficiency of the
worker. I will quote something that was

Mr. Mazwell.]
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said by ex-Senator J. V. MacDonald at the
Emu Park Conference—
“There were ways of gaining their
ends, such as taxation and competing
the capitalist out of business.”

Thiz is one method whereby the employer
of labour could be put out of cmployment.
I will take the words of & man like Mr.
Judd, the author of ¢ The Case for the
O0.B.U.” Mr. Judd is a man who knows
what he is talking about, and he says in
connection with this matter and in dealing
with the two classes—

““Capitalist class ownership of the
socially operated means of production,
&e., divides the people into two separate
and distinct economic classes—one, the
class of employers; the other, the class
of wage workers. The employers are
the capitalist class, the employees the
waorking class.”

It is news to me that the employers are the
capitalist class. 1 am quite satisfied (hat
the Mini-ter is not a capitalist and that 1 am
not a capitalist

I want to point out to the hon. gentleman
that there arc union secretaries and men
associated with unions who are piedged to
wipe out the emplover.

A. GovernMENT MeEMBER: Rot!

Mr. MAXWELL: It is rot. It is a
lot of utter nonscnse, yet men like the hon.
members on the other side of the Chamber
associate themseives with rot like that. Al
one has to do is to analyse their own labour
paper to appr-ciate that.

The Secartsry FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
arc you going to do about 1t?

Mre. MAXWERILL: T am going to raise my
protost here.  What is the Secretary for
Public Lands going to do about it? At the
Convertion held in the Trades Hall in 1921,
he spoke azainct what was being done, and
now he has swallowed the programme holus
bolus.

There is another aspect of the case which
appeals to me. From 8 o'clock to 12 o’clock,
according to the award, the man sells his
labour to his emplover, and from 1 o'clock to
5 o’ciock he doc the same. Certain limita-
tions ere plauced in the principal Act by
which a urion secretiry cannot go in and
injure a buriness during working hours. That
profect’on ‘s now goirg to be removed, and
the uiion scercters is io b given a right,
irresm otive of whother a man is paid from
8 to 12 or from 1 to 5 o’clock, to unhinge the
whole of the buasiness.  What about the
position of men associated with our primary
product=? Arc those men not hampered and
hindered quite sofficlently without having
this kind of thing placed upon them? 1
know of irstances where men who are associ-
ated with the primary products ar: on the
verge of starvation and can hardly get a
Living, It may he said that I am calling
“stinking fish” bhut I do not want to do
that. We have it from some of the members
on this side of the Flcuse that relief had to
be given to some of them, and now a clause
similar to this is being inserted in the Bill
whereby these men are to be hindered and
harassed. They are going to be oppressed
by some of these organisers who are going
throughout the length and breadth of the
country with a view to getting the workers
to link up. While they are linking them up
I would like them to try and get them work.

[Mr. Mazwell.

What

[ASSEMBLY.]
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If they would do that, they would certainly
be doing some good. The hon. gentleman
would have boen better advised——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I appeal to
hon. members of the Committee, if they wish.
to converse, to converse in lower tones. I
think the hon. member for Toowong is sp-ak-
g under considerable disadvantage, and ¥
also appceal to hon. members, on behaif of
the Press and *“ Ilansard” staff, who want
to hear distinetly all that hon. members
say. If there is less interruption, hon. mem-
bers will not have cause to complain of being
misquoted or misreported.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not wish to break
the rules of debate by traversing he whole
Bill from beginning to end, but t is nothing
but a class-conscious Bill. If the hon. gentle-
man had desired to do something which
would have been of benefit to the community,
he knows perfectly well where he could have
started in connec.ion with it; and, instead
of introducing an amendment such as this,
he could have dealt with matters of more
vital importance which would have created
a better understanding between employers
and employees.

Mr. Corrins: You are doing all the talking
on that side.

Mr. MAXWELL: I submit there is a
uecessity to do a great amount of talking.
The hon. member and some of his friends did
not mention matters such as this when they
were on the hustings. That was kept for
ancther place. 1 do not refer to the wonder-
ful Emn Park Conveniion, but ane hss to be
guided and led by the information that is
conveyed in the Labour papers, and also in
the papers assoclated with the One Big
Urion a+ to what is likely to eventuate.

A (GoverNMENT MrmBER: What is the
“O.BE”?

Mr MAXWELL: I think it stands for the
British Empire, which is good enough for
me.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBnic Laxps:
about the One Big Union,

Mr. MAXWIHLL: I will tell you about the
One Big Union.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will confine his remarks to the
amendment,

Mr. MAXWELL:
track.

The CHAIRMAN : I would advise the hon.
member to address the Chair and not be
drawn off the track.

Mr. MAXWELL: T was addresiing the
Chair, and already you had to ask hon.
members to give me an oppottunity to explain
the position. The Secretary for Public Lands
wanted certain information conveved to him,
and I want to point out to him that the
prcamble of the One Big Union is exactly
the same as the preamble of the IL.W.W.,
and these mei opposite have swallowed all
of it. I want to say, also, what I said to a
number of people in Australia eleven or
twelve years ago—that is, that they were
then on the edge of a precipice, and they are
on the edge of « precipice still. (Interrup-
tion.) I am emphasising it now. 1 want to
point out to the workers in Queensland that
these gentlemen who are pesing as their
friends are not their friends at all. It has

AN
et us

I was drawn off the
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been proved that they are hindering and
harassing them all they possibly can. [ ven-
ture to say that the introduction of an amend-
moent such as this Is going to hinder and
harass men in their business; and, as I
pointed out a moment ago, an employer has
to pay his emplosees for working certain
hours, and if the privilege is going to be
given to union secrctaries to come in and
hinder these men in their work, you are
going to interfere with the carrying on of
business in a proper and legitimate way. Is
there to be no consideration at all for those
outside the indastrial section in the com-
munity ¢ Is there to be no consideration
given to the man on the land? We know
that the Dremier has stated that lands are
to be thrown open for selection with a view
to trying to make this country of ours what
we want it. It secms to me that what they
are trying to make this country is what the
“Red Objective” stands for—a co-operative
commonwealth.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

. Mr. MAXWELL: I thought I would get
it. The Secretary for Public Lands knows
what it means, and he told them at that
convention at the Trades Hall in October,
1921, what it was. 1 have quite suflicient
faith in him to know that he is exactly of
the same opinion now as he was then, but,
like a good many other hon. members oppo-
site, he has swallowed this with a view to
placating these men, and that the time may
ultimately come for them to say, “If you
don’t like what we are doing, get out.”

The SecrETARY FOR PuBLic Lanps: What
will happen to you?

Mr. MAXWELL: If you persist in your
mad-brained scheme, it will be ruination, and

neither you nor any other man can say
anything else.
Mr. RiorpanN: You were responsible for

sending the delegation home.

Mr. MAXWELL: That is the same old
claptrap which we have heard before. Hon.
* members opposite can talk about the delega-

tion till the cows come home but we have
arrived at the position to-day that the Go-
vernment are introducing measures which are
detrimental to the interests of the whole of
the community, and I would be wanting in
my duty, as the representative of a city
electorate, were I not to draw attention to
the matter.

Mr. Hynes:
view.

The Secretary ror Pusuic Lanps:
are always telling us about a revolution.

Mr. MAXWELL: In Melbourne they said
that, if they could not get what they wanted
by a peaceful revolution, then it would be a
- “bloody revolution.”

You are taking a biassed

You

GOVERNMENT
laughter.

Mr. MAXWELL: That was said by your
friend, Mr. Reos:. Fon. members opposite
are the gentlemen who are supporting and
assisting Mr. Ross by introducing an amend-
ment such as this. I do not know that there
is any use In attempting to plead with the
hon. gentleman to withdraw this.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
bit. (Government laughter.)

MemBeErs: Oh, oh! and

Not a
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Mr. MAXWELL: Union secretaries are
paid to do certain work in specified times,
and they have no right to go into certain
industries and injure them, and try to create
discord by carrying out the “Red Objective’”
which has been framed by the Labour Con-
ventions. :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(fTon. W, Forgan Smith, Mackay): It is
rather unusual to be accused in connection
with an amendinent moved by someone else.
The hon. member has denounced me for
introducing the amendment which is now
before the Committee, but that amendment
was moved by the leader of the Country
party, and all the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong apply to the leader of the
Country party as the mover of the amend-
ment.

Mr. Maxwern: No; I am referring to the
Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC" WORKS:
It is quite uncalled for for a momber of
the United party to accuse the leader of the
Country party in that way. Let me apply
myself to the question of the paragraph of
the clause which it is proposed to omit.
The bon. member for Toowong, following
the example set by other hen. members
opposite yesterday, 1 attempting to add a
few verses to the new book of lamentations
—the lamentations of the Opposition in the
Queensland Parliament. He predicts that
all kinds of awful things will happen if a
union offickal is allowed to go on to jobs
where men who are members of his union,
or men engaged in the calling of which his
union is a party, are engaged. Then he set
out. the possibility ¢f men engaged in flatting
the panels in this Chamber being disturbed
by the union official, and immediately knock-
ing off work and engaging in conversation,
with the result that some of the panels would
be spoilt. Hon. members will notice, if

they read the clause, that any

[4 pom.] official who wilfully hampers

anybody engaged in an industrial
operation is liable to a penalty for a breach
of the Act. Assuming that the hon. member
was charged with the decoration of this
Chamber, and assuming that his men were
engaged at the work of flatting the panels,
does he suggest for a moment that his men
would knock off in the middle of a panel
in order to have a yarn with somebody who
called on the job?

Mr. MaxwreLL: It is possible.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
If they would do that, the hon. member
must have a peculiar type of man engaged
in his business, and I am satisfied that the
man who would do such a thing would not
last long with the hon. member. All that
is asked is the right of the union official to
visit jobs where work is being carried on.
Nothing is proposed in the Bill which is not
already actually in operation. In all cases
where work is being carried on union officials
can visit the men and look round the job.
No objection to that can come from em-
ployers who are faihfully carrying out award
conditions. Objections can come only from
those employers who desire to break awards.
They do not like a union official to come on
the job, because he may lodge a complaint
with the department that a breach of the
award is taking place. This clause will only

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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hit those people who are endeavouring to The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS -
ovade their legal obligations, and no mew Yes. The hon. member must have a very
principle is involved. poor idea of the magistrates of Queensland
if he thinks that a permit is given or

Amendment Mr. Moore -
(afr. Moore)  put  and rofused otherwise than on the facts. My

negatived. us ) .
iy opinion—and I am acquainted with many of
Clause 27 put and passed. the magistrates of this State—is that we
Clause 28— Amendment of section 92— have a very able. body of men, who are
Regulations’’— not to be condemned even by a solicitor

S, DEACON, (Cuminglont: 1 mave he [Lactin 7 Delby, 1 the hen by
insertion, after line 20, page 7, of the fol- oF i ‘ v hoaciie. +
lowinge nparagraphs — ’ before some magistrate, I consider it to be
i paragrapus : . very weak--very mean, as a matter of fact—
(i.) Provide for the appointment of for him to make such a suggestion.
local officers_having power to grant to o
inexperienced or slow workers permis- Mr. Vowrrs: I do ?.Ot care Whé'vyf’"
sion to engage in work such as is usually 52V I say that the policy of the Govern-
carricd on in farming operations on ment is against it
dairy farms, fruit farms, or agricul-  The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
tural farms at such rates of wages as Tf the hon. member is aggrieved. he can
are f.:%u' and Areasonablc. apneal. He would be justified in doing that
‘(ii.) Provide that agreements of if he is prepared to say that the magistrates
farm learners made prior to the pass- do not do their dutv—for that is what it
ing of thiz Act shall remain in forece really amounts to. Tull provision is made
as if this Act had ndt been passed.” in the principal Act for the hon. member’s

he ¢ s i s : first point, and therefore I cannot agree
The clause, as it stands, does not provide with the amendment. It would be unneces-

for the inefficient worker in f ing a- ! Jena D2 g
tions. There aret1arogé“nlugbetgr?flri;e&%?git ;‘»,avx'ﬂy duplicating the existing pr(})}wsuv)'r{i
workers in farming operations, and a pro- With regard to his second point, he w1
vision such as I propose means a great deal “°° that clau‘so 39 pro?'ldes~ )
to such men It will enable men who can- « Nothing in this Act contained shall
not be classed as efficient workers to get he construed to repeal or otherwise ]1}}’“1"
emp]oyment in perhaps the only industry in the operation of any existing award.
which they are able to obtain employment.  That means that nothing in the Bill will
It often “happens that men who cannot 1y, retrospective effect. If the agree
hold their own in other callings come down ma:niearfx‘ llgwrfnges such as the hon, memba:
9"011t11&(11y to the farming industries. has in mind were valid when thev were
Mr. Cowuxs: You will always get ineffi-  ontered into, the passage of this Bill will
cient labour when you do not pay a good rot interfere with them in anv way. This
rate of wages. Bill only applies to cases that will come
Mr. DEACON: The sccond paragraph of bvfore the court after the Bill brcomes law.
the amendment will preserve rights under the agrecments with regard to agricul-
agresments made by farmers with farm tural apprentices are v.nhd uw:der the prin
learners. It is important that they should cinal Act. then they will continue fo be f0.
remain in eperation, because, if these young — On those grounds I canrot accent the amend-
men have not the opportunity of learning, ment and I would point out to the hon.
they cannot become efficient. " member that it is quite unnecessary.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): Industrial
{Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): The magistrates arc not to be found in every
thing the hon. member desires to attain centre. I have only two or three in my
has already been achieved in the principal electorate. What would happen in a place
Act, and we are not interfering at all with like Clifton?

Z}I}L‘n_[;?;teirn“‘hlg?mlif;guzt“&l] Yfmglsltfilt(‘?fh.”e The $rncrerary FoR Pumtic WORkS: We
woﬁ%érs & pe s to slow and 1neflictent ), ve power to appoint anv Government officer

Mr. Vowigs: That is not the policy of :
the Government. It is just a matter of Mr. DEACON : Any clerk of putty sessions?
direction. They are opposed to it. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Yeos:
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: any clerk of petty sessions or labour agent
Does the hon. member suggest that we have could be appointed as an industrial magis-
given instructions to magistrates? . trate. Where there are no industrial

Mr. Vowrrs: No. magistrates we appoint clerks of petty sessions

strates.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKs: o Usiriel magistrates
The suggestion is absolutely false and a Mr. DEACON: There are places where
reflection on the magistrates of Queensland. there are not clerks of petty sessions.
No dictation has cver been given to any The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOREs: You
magistrate to my knowledge, and my capnot expcet the Government to appoint
dopar‘gmont has mever given instructions ayn industrial magistrate for every farmer on
regarding this matter at all. It is purely the Downs *
a matter in which the magistrate exercises i 7
his judicial functions. Any man has the Mr. DEACON : No; but I would like some-
right to appear before him and ask for one appointed temporarily in the different
a permit as a slow, aged, or inefficient centres.
worker, and the union has the right to be The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIc WoRKs: In all
represented at the hearing, which is asually  4he important townships there is an indus-
in the magistrate’s room, and on the facts {rjal magistrate. Any Government officer can
the magistrate makes his determination. bo appointed by the Executive Counecil as

Mr. Vowtres: On the facts? an industrial magistrate.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

as an industrial magistrate.
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Mr. DEACON: In Allora there is a ser-
geant of police. Would he have power to
issue permits?

The SEcRETARY For PusBLic Wonks: We
could give him power. We could appcint
him as an industrial magistrate for the pur-
poses of the Act.

Mr. DEACON: Under the present Act?

The SEcrRETARY FOR Pubrnic Works: We
have that power at preseut.

Mr. Ketso: To appoint any Government
servant ?

The SECRETARY FOr PusLic Worxs: Yes.

Mr. Vowres: To follow the Government
policy.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusiic Works: What
does the hon. gentieman mean by that ivter-
jection? As a matter of fact, justices of the
peace can be appoint:d indu-trial magistrates.
The hon. member for Cunningham can rest
assured that, when this Bill becomes law and
is applicable to the rural industry, I will
see to it that industrial magistrates are
appointed in sufficient numb-rs to carry out
the operations of the Act.

Mr. DEACON: T am pleased to hear that.
T wish now to deal with the sccond part of
my amendment. Clause 30 of the Bil} reads—

‘“ Nothing in this Act contained shall
be construed to repeal or otherwise limit
the operation of any existing award.”

That means any existing award of the court;
but there are agreements in force that are
not awards of the court.

The SECRETARY For PuUBLIc WORKS: if the
agreements that have been entered into are
legai agreements under the existing law, then
this Bill will not affect them.

Mr. DEACON: Does the hon. gentleman
mean agreements under the principal Act?

The SECRETARY FOr PuBLIC WORKS: There
can be no agreements under the principal

Act, because it does not apply to rural-
workers.
Mr. DEACON: Any agreement that is

legal will not be disturbed?

The SECRETARY FOR Purric Womks: It will
not be disturbed. This Bill does not propose
to interfere with existing conditions., It will
only deal with future conditions.

Mr. DEACON: I understand.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango): The hon,

member for Cunningham can' be congratu-
lated on bringing this matter forward. The
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill assures
us that a sufficient number of public scrvants
will be appointed as industrial magisirates
to carry out the operations of the Bill. That
s an mmportant’ matter so far as the agricul-
tural centres are concerncd.

Mr. Coruins: We are representing them
over here, and we are taking full rezponsi-
bility for that.

Mr. EDWARDS: Take the case of immi-
grants coming to this country, who, in many
instances, go on the land willing to work and
are agreeable to do whatever thev are able
to do. I am sure the hon. gentieman in
charge of the‘Bill and many other bLon.
mem.b:crs opposite will agree that it will be
a pitiable thing to see those men turned
away because they are not able through
imexperience to command the full rate of
wages. They should be allowed to work at

[1 AvucyusT.]
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a rate which is fair and reasonable for men
going on to work that is new to them. Then,
again, there are men who come {rom the
towns to the farming districts who know
nothing whatever about the farming occcupa-
tion. It takes them at least twelve months or
two vears to learn sufficient to enable them
to do a little work without having somcone
to instruct them. Kvery consideration should
be given to those men to induce them to
work on the land. I take it that it is the
aim of th> Government and the whole of the
people of Queensland to-day to induce people
to leave large centres of populaticn and ge
and work in the country, and the Govern-
ment should sce that the chances of those
pecple are not jeopardised, and that they are
not driven back again into the large centres
of population.

Amendment (Mr. Dcacon) put and nega-
tived.

Mr. KERR (Hnoggera): 1 beg to move, on
page 17, line 37, the insertion of the following
subclause 1 —

“(iv.) Provide for the fullest degrec of
efficiency possible, by vocational training
or by other means, 1n a trade or calling
for any person who on account of any
reason is unskilled in any trade or call-
ing.”

The object of this amendment is to secure to
any man, irrespective of age, a chance in
life to learn a trade. On looking at the
principal Act, it would appear that there is
already provision for that. The words “ any
person under twenty-one years of age™ in
the definition of * ¢ apprentice” under the
principal Act have been repealed, which
means that an apprentice can now be a
person of any age. We find that under this
clause regulations can be made providing
for the carliest and la‘est age at which aun
apprentice can be apprenticed. I want to
make clear the meaning of the word ““ appren-
tice.” If you look at any dictionary, you
will find that the meaning is simply *‘a
learner.” This amendment is moved solely
with the view to laying down defiaitely where
the boy is to stand in the community to-day.
In the professional occupations of life, such
as barrister or accountant, it is not necessary
for a boy to start at sixteen years of age.
A man may start at cighteen, twenty, thirry.
or forty years of age, and become a bar-
rister. You can find that in every avcnue
of employmeut, barring the trades, a man
can start at auy time in life to learn some-
1king for his future personal benefit and for
the benefit of the community generally. In
cur Railway Doepartment, the man who
becomes a station-master or a night officer is
first appointed as a porter, and his age can
range from twenty-one yecars up to thirty-
five. That man is given a chance in life to
lcarn a trade. A labourer may br working
in a workshop, and he may wish to become
a moulder, a brasz:finisher, or a woodworker,
but because he 1= over sixteen vears of age
he 'is debarred. He cannot qualify for those
positions simply because he missed his chancs
1 life when he was a boy sixteen years of age.
Tt has been represented to me many times—
and I have made specific inquiry. and I find
it correct—that it is possible in Brisbane in
a number of our factories to-day for a man
to receive the nccessary instruction irrcspec-
tive of his age to become a tradesman. I
know there are several difficultics in this
regard, but they are easily got over. Tuke
the case of the men half way through their

Mr. Kerr.)
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apprenticeship when they went to the war.
They came back unskilled after serving part
of their apprenticeship away from Australia
on military duty, and were anywhere from
twenty-two to twenty-five vears of age. The
Repatriation Department saw how unfortu-
nate was the posi‘ion of these men who were
going to lose their occupation in life. and
they came to the rescue, and in Australia
attended to 17,000 men over twenty-one years
of age. Instead of these men being classified
as unskilled labourers, to-day they are enjoy-
ing the bencfits of being skilled tradesmen.
Something like 13,000 men over twenty-one
years of age have so completed their inden-
tures. The Commonwealth Government did
not ask the employer to pay the unskilled
man the full rate of wages, but they paid
to the employer the difference between the
unskilled and skilled rates as a subsidr.
They made a2 complete gift of tens of thou-
sands of pounds in this connection, and gave
£96.000 for general purposes. The Common-
wealth Government, to give these men over
twenty-one yvears of age a chance of learn-
ing a skilled trade, spent altogether over
£4,000 000 in Australia. It is apparent to
every reasonable thinking man that some-
thing may eventuate in the early poertion of
a ycung man’s life that may penalise him
for the remainder of his life. His parents,
i a number of cascs, are to blame, as they
have not looked after the interests of the
boy. They allow a bor of fourteen years to
go out to work if he can earn 10s. a week,
and, after he gets beyond sixteen years, it is
too late for him to learn a trade. We know
that in Qucensland we can place a great
number of bricklayers, plasterers, and other
skilled men in their trades. We have the
reticulation work in connection with the
Water and Sewcrage Board operations com-
mencing shortly. when there will be an open-
ing for 200 skilled plumbers and others.
To-day we have not got those tradesmen.
We have the unfortunate existence in Queens-
land of the condition of affairs which was
disclosed by a question I arked of the Soere-
tary for Railways the other night. The
reply disclosed how, in the Railway Depart-
ment alone, the avenues for boys have been
restricted.  We find that for three years
prior to the Government taking office the
department had placed 1.500 boys, while in
the last three years of the present Govern-
ment’s tenure of office, because of these and
other restrictions, they were only able to
place 132 boys. The avenues of 1,400 bovs
were thus absolutely blocked. We know that,
because of the res'rictions and their inability
t0 become apprentices, men to-dav are travel-
ling from loan job to loan job, and are
unskilled. By my amendment I want to give
these men an opportunity of going into the
workshops which they missed when they were
sixteen years old. It has far-reaching prin-
ciples, and we should all get behind it.

Mr. Dunstax : Would you compel emplovers
to have apprentices?

Mr. KERR: Yes; the Act lays down:a
minimum. No opposition was placed to the
minimum being made practically compulsory.
The employer, I believe, will offer no objec-
tion to that. I do not want, though, to
deviate from the general principle of my
amendment. My amendment must inevitably
lead to increased production in our factories.
Producticn in Queensland at the present
time is deplorable, and we will not overcome
that siuation until some action such as I
suggest is taken. If we make a limit of five

My, Kerr.
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years, I shall be satisfied. I have a short
article on this subject which I propose to
read—

“ Many soldicrs passed the best part of
their apprenticeship days defending Aus-
tralia, and so have to start or resume
their trades rather late in life. They
are not new intruders, but old inhabi-
tants. Being too old to be ordinary
apprentices, a small number began to
learn trades at Sydney Technical Col-
lege, but their reception is cold.”

We have the nucleus of one of the best
technical colleges in Queensland, and there
is no reason why these men should not get
there—

¢ The Boiler-makers’ Union refuses to
work with any of them when they have
qualified, and the Bricklayers’ TUnion
offer, grudgingly, to admit 100 and no
more, The vast bulk of the returned
men are welcome to become loafers, race-
course hangers-on, or criminals’”’—

1 am not saying that the returned men are
so—they are not—but I want to stop any
avenue that will prevent these men having
a chance of becoming skilled men—
“or they may go on the land (if they
can get there) without kuowledge and
with a £2,000 lcan money mortgage, but
ctherwise the popes of labour put them
outside the pale. It is not, of course,
that therc is not room for them; 1,000
new bricklayers could find employment,
besides carpenters and stonemasons in
large numbers. There 1s even room for
more than that nuniber of bricklayers
alone.”
Here in Queensland we have a great shortage
of skilled men. We have the opportunity in
cur own hands if the Government will only
supply a certain amount of money. The
Grovernment will have to help in this matter.
I do not know whether the estimate of the
Minister in connection with the Unemployed

Workers’ Insurance Fund has been realised.

The SECRETARY FOR DPPupLic WORKS : It bears
out the actuary’s estimate very well.

Mr. KERR: You estimated £150,000.

The Secrerary ror Pustic Works: We
might get move than that. I estimated the
income at £180,000.

Mr. KERR: If the Minister will consult
statistics, he will find that £40,000 is required
for expenditure on relief rations. There con-
sequently is a balance of £100,000 to the
credit of the Unemployed Workers’ Insurance
Tund. To what better purpose could that
money be applied than in preventing unem-
ployment?

The SECRETARY roR Pupric Works: Under
the TUnemployed Workers’ Insurance Act,
where a man loses his employment through
being deficient in skill, he can be sent to a
technical college, or be put to vocational
training at the expense of the fund.

Mr. KERR: I know that. I noticed that
clause at the time, but it has never beon
put into operation. I do not want to pro-
vide only for the man who is unemployed,
but also for the man who has some desire and
initiative to learn a trade. I do not want
to get down to infinitesimal numbers,.b'ut 1
wish to apply it to all men. The Minister
is a tradesman, but, if Lie had been debarred
through ill-health or certain circumstances
in youth from acquiring that skill, why
should he not have that opportunity if he
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wishes in later life? To-day I am studying
wyself, and the hon. member for Mary-
borough has just passed his [inal examination
in accountaucy, and is starting business in
Maryhorough this year. Why should he be
stopped?  We have the technical colleges
where boys can be trained, and we have the
work, but we have not the skilled men to
do it. We have the brawn and muscle to
convert into skill, but the Government will
uot move. I appeal strongly to the Sccre-
vary for Public Works to give those men a
T[‘}l}l‘"m)e by inserting my amendment in this
9iLl,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Torgan Smith, Maclay): 1 have
listened with a great deal of interest to the
speech made by the hon. member for
lLinoggera. There is no doubt that he has

endeavoured, with all the power

[4.30 p.m.] at his disposal, to apply his mind

] to the proposal now before the
LCommittee; but I would point out that the
amendment is not a proper amendment for
this Bill, inasmuch as it involves the question
of education, and is really a problem for the
Departmoent of Public Instruction. It would
be a suitable amendment for the Technical
Instruction Act. Thercfore, I cannot accept
the amendment, as it is quite unnecessary
and outside the ambit of the Industrial
Arbitration Act, which sets out the condi-
tions that shall rule in industry, and the
rates of wages that shall be paid. It is not
a function of the Department of Public
Works under this Act to train employees for
any given trade. It is their function to see
that the machinery is set up under the Act,
and to set out the industrial conditions which
shall prevail in all trades and callings. If
the hon. member for Enoggera will read
fully the clauses that he proposes to amend,
he will recognise that very wide and definite
power is given to lay down the conditions
governing apprenticeship. They have to be
vead in conjunction with clause 2 of this Bill
and with section 4 of the principal Act—a
very long section which deals with this very
important matter. If he deals with these
matters in the way I suggest, he will find
that we have ample power to do everything
ihat is neccessary with regard to the training
of skilled workers in Queensland.

I have been considering this question for
some time, and I have realised that there
is a gearcity of skilled men in certain trades
and callings 1t has been argued by some
people that this is due to the induvstrial
laws of Queensland and is peculiar only 1o
this State. That is incorrect. 1 do not
believe that any cmployer at the prsson
time has his full quota of apprentices. As
n matter of fact, I know that the Appron-
ticeship Committee have notified bv letter
emplovers who have good facilities for
training boys in certain trades that. .t {hey
arc agreeable, they may employ mor2 cven
than the quota set down. Thercfore there
is nothing wrong with the law at 1sresent
in operation. Scarcity of skilled men is nos
peculiar to Queensland. Tt is a problem
that in some shape or form confronts every
State in the Commcenwealth, and confronts
the various States of America, and various
British Domiinions at the present time. It
is. due very largely. in my opinion, to the
fact that there have not been the induce-
ments for boys to learn trades in the past
that should have existed. and it is due to a
certain extent to lack of forethought and con-
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sicleration on the part of parents themseives.
Wo know that, when a.south lesves school,
in certain occupations he can receive wages
higher than thew an apprentic got,
The result is that, with the desire to get
that higher rate of wages, the boy is sont
ro that particular calling, and so is not
provided with a skilled trade for his futare
benefit.  Such a state of affairs is due in
many cases to the ccouomic circumstances
of the parents. It must be realised that
a parent who has a large family and is
only getiing the basic wage is torced by
his econoinic situation to allow his children
to go to work at the most remuncrative
rate that they can get, thus increasing the
family exchequer to the greatest oxtent.

Again, there is a tendency on the part of
a vouth not to submit to the discipline
which a lengthy course of apprenticeship
involves. In fact, there are a whole set
of difficult questions surrounding this prob-
tem. There i also the problem of emnloyers
whe do not feel inclined to sign indentures
to apprentice a boy for a delinite period.
Employers. where they can, e¢mploy boys
and pay them off during any slackness of
trade. They avoid employing their quota
of apprentices. as they would be compelled
under the indentures to retain them for
five years at the rates laid down in awards.
I consider that we should give power in
awards to lay down the minimum number
of apprentices that an employer must have.

Mer. FELrHINSTONE : Compelling the
employers to have apprentices?

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Yas. It is right that every employer should
train his cuota of the future generation of
skilled artisans.

My. ErrHixstoxe: Do you think they will
be properly trained if employers are com-
pelled to take apprentices?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Yaos. We should lay down a #inimum num-
ber of apprentices. That should be put into
operstion  where cmployers have  not
employed their quota of aprrentires. We
should also make the conditions elastic
enough to cnable an apprentice to be trans
forred from one employer to another if
there is not sufficient work to cnable that
hay to continue with his first employer. T
do” not think that any employer should be
compelled to keep a boy when he has not
the work nccessary to enable the boy to be
effectively and properly trained. Irdustries
in the future will require a certain number
of skilled artisans, and I think it emunently
sound that the training of that number of
artisans should be a charge on the industry
concerned. I have here a very interesting
report published by the Vietorian Appren-
ticeship Conference, which was held in 1922
The hon. member for Enogaera rofqrro_d
to an Apprenticeship Act which he said is
in existence in Victoria. There is no such
Act in oxistence in Vietoria ot the present
time. In Victoria, wages boards under
their Industrial Act have a richt to lay
down the pumber of annrentices to journey-
men in anv eiven trade or calling. That
is a very ineffective and noor way nf deal-
ing with the problem. However. this con-
forence investizated the whole prohlem.
These were the members—D. Averv, Hsq.,
M.Sc., Chairman: Hon. J. Lemmon,
These were the members—D. Avery. Tisq.,
M.I.A.; G McKay, HEsq., J.P R. A.

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Prior, Bsq ; J. Martyn, Hsq.; E. J. Hol- is, the future of Queensland—must be para-
loway Esq.. 2. ; -Councillor A. Dobson, mount to all interests in any final scheme
J.P.; Co AL Hoad]ey Esq., M. Sc., BM.E.; that may be laid down. [ have said enough
W M. Middleton, Fsq.; F. Talt Esq, to indicate to the {lommittee what I have
C.M.G., 1.8.0, MA D. Clark, Esq., in miind in regard to the matter, Any
M.M.E., B.C.E.; H MuthV Esq., P.M. representations that may be made by any

Those were the men who 1nqu1red into this
matter. Mr Lemmon is a member of the
Labour party in the Victorian Palhament
Mr. E. J. Holloway is the Secretary of the
Trades Hall Council; and Councillor A.
Dolon, I underztand, is also a rcpresenta-
tive of that body. The Department of

Labour and the Department of Public
Instruction were represented, as were the
Cramber  of  Manufactures and  the

Employers’ Federation. They went into this
problem very fully and made certain recom-
mendations which, according to  the
Governor’s Spcech the Govornment of the
day intend to embody later on in an Act.
That Bill has not yet been introduced into
the Vietorian Parliament, so it cannot be
said whether it embodies fully or not the
recommendations made by this conference.
The couference made certain  important
recommendations. It recommended a system
of technical and vocational training to be
carricd on in conjunction w 1th the tlammg
in the workshops on the joh. It also pro-
posed that there should be progress examina-
tions for the boys attending the technical
schools, so that cach year, when a boy
achieves a certain standurd of cfficiency in
his trade, he may be given a higher rate
of r“munomt;on a("‘ordmrr to the standard
of efficiency that is ateained. The report
of the conference states that that would
provide an incentive which would induce
bhoys to attend theso technical classes and
take more interest in their work than has
been the case in the past. We are not in the
position to lay down any hard-and-fast rules
that shall govern appronti cump in Queens-
fand at the present time. besuuse a whole
lot of interests have to beo considered, and
a4 whole lot of questions have to be dealt
with. I consider we should have power to
make regulations which sould govern any
conditions thut might arize from time to
time w 1thout the necessity of having to apply
to Parliament for increased power. It is
mv intention to draft regulations under this
Bill, when it becomes an Act, and I desire
the co-operation of evervone interested in
the pro‘u!em. A conference  was held
recently-—convened, 1 wunderstand, by the
Chlu Justice, the President of the Arbitra-
tion omtfwhich magde covtain recommen-
d'ltmm, and those recommendations will
recoive full copsideration. It may be decided
later on to appoint another conference
representative  of all  the interests con-
cerned to go further into this question and
make recommendations to the Mintster, I
am not prepared to say here that 1 can
provide a cure for all the difficylties or
for all the ills which are bound up in the
problem at the present time, but I believe
the views of those cngaged in the various
industries that call for skilled tradesmen
sheuld be given full consideration, and pub-
lic interests shounld also he kept in mind
in guy final regulations that may be drafted.
The empleyers may look at lt from the
noint of view of the employers in the indus-
try; the employces’ union may look at it
from the point of view of their union; and
each of those associations has the right to
full conmsideration of theiv views. But. in
addition to that, the public interests—that

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

hon. member in connection with the matter
will receive full comsideration. The amend-
ment proposed by the hon. member for
Enoggera is not germane to the purposes
of this Bill. It should be moved in connection
with an Xducation Bill, and the power he
asks us to take 1is aheddv embodied both
in the principal Act and in the clauses of
this Bill, therefore I do not propose to
accept the amendment.

Mr. FRY {(Kurilpa): The speech we have
heard from the Scecretary for Public Wml\\
just now i3 a commendable one, and, if
he carries out the ideas which he has sug-
gested, e will get somewhere near succes«
But I am not of the opinion that he is quite
correct in saying this amendment is outside
the ambit of this Bill. As a matter of
fact, the Bill distincily states the court shall
have power to—

“ Prescribe the matters to be taught to

“apprentices and the methods, times, and
conditions of ivstructing apprentices.
and the examinations, it anv, which

shall be passed by apprentices.”
Even in that respect we are linking up with
an Education Bill, and, to a certain extent.
this amendment comes within the ambit of
an fducaiion Bill. I want particularly to
stress the point raised by the hon. member
for ¥noggera. The hon, member is to be
Lomywmlou for vaising the point at the pre-
sent time In view of the difficuities which
conivont the childven « poor parents in the
community, The State vet young, and we
are now, we hope, op-ning the way to great
industrial progress, and those men who Tave
missed their chance by force of circumstances
over which thev have no control should have
an opportunity to progress. The hon. mem-
Lor for Knoggera referred to the men who
enlisted amd went abroad and thereby missced
the opportunity which had presented itself
to them to go on learning a trade and so fit
themselves to take thrir place in the indus-
trial worid on their 10tu1n. I kuow of a
case where a young man who, by force of
circumstances, had to take the first employ-
ment that was offering, and, although he did
rot consider that th: work was congeniul,
he weut on earning his money and at the
same time devoted himsclf to the study of
other matters.  That young man put in
many hours of his spare time in the moruing
and many hours at night studying along lhines
for which he was most fitted. If it had not
been for the persistence and perseverance of
that voung man he would never have got
out of the ““ruck.” At the present tim= he
holds a very responsible position and is doing
well. We know very well that force of cir-
cumstane=s, and, as the Minister said, lack
of foresight, \clequentlv interferc with the
iltentions of parent<. Many parents would
like to put their boys to the occupation for
which thev are most suited, but the oppor-
tunity is not offering, and consequently, in
view  of their cconomic circumstances, the
boys have to take the first thing oﬁermg
That is why T am appealing to the hon.
gentleman to see if the amendment, or some-
thing which will carry out the intentions of
the hon. member for Huoggera, cannot be
inserted in the Bill. This is the opportunity.
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If we wait for some vears, our lads will not
have the opportunity they have at the pre-
sent time. We are hoping that, with the
development of the State. industries will
spring up in connection with which more
men will be required, and that our young
men will be able to take up the work. If
we delay, we shall probably find that there
will he an inrush of people from other parts
of the world, who are only too anxious to
take the work.

The SEcreraRy ror Pusnic Womks: The
position in Canada is such that not more than
4 por cent. of the skilled artisans there ave
trained in Canada. It is a very serious
position,

Mr. FRY : That may be so, but Canada has
on its border the United States, which can
supply all its wants. We are further away
from the old world than Canada, and our
aim should be to build up the Australian
character, and give our own men the chance
to g°t the work,

The SecreTary ¥oR Pustic WorkS: That
is my contention, and I mercly meution
Canada to show what a serious problem it is
there.

Mr. FRY : We are not to be guided in this
matter by Canada or any of the countries of
old world. We are much further away from
the old world, and have, conscquently, to a
great extent, to map out our own destiny.
If the Minister would further consider the
matter, he would probably be able to carry
out the idea of the hon. member for Enog-
gora. This is not a question of party tactics;
we should all co-operate with the Minister
to bring about the best solution of this
guestion which confronts the State, and open
the door to the man who, by force of circum-
stances, has not been able to g+t into the
aoccupation for which he is most suited. There
ave cases of men who would probably make
excellent ironworkers; but, by force of cir-
cumstances, they havs had to take up boot-
making. If there were some means by which
we could allow them to got into the avenue
for which they are most suited, they would
have w chanc: of developing themselves along
the right lines. All that is asked by the
amendment is that some provision shalt be
made, so that men who have not heen able
to sclect an occupation will be given an oppor-
tunity of going into a trade for which they
are suited. The Minister has given par-
tieulars with regard to apprentices taken
into the Railway Department. From 1912
to 1923 we find that year by year the appren-
vices have fluctuated. In 1912, there were
seventy-five apprentices taken in the Railway
Department, while in 1922 therc was only one
apprentice. That bears out my statemont—
that if our industries and our railways had
been prosperous, and development had taken
place requiring more men, apprentices would
have been taken on. This question of appren-
tices not only applics to commercial houses
but also to the Government, who are equally
responsible with others. It is a general
problem which must be faced by the State.
The Bill is an educational measure to a
certain extent, and I hope that the Minister
will accept the amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: We have
now all the powers which are necessary to do
everything that is required. I propose to
move another amendment in clause 28 with
regard to apprentices.

{1 Avucyusrt.]
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Mr. FRY: Do you agree that provision
should be made for apprentices?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : We have
full powsr under the existing law, plus this
clause, to do everything necessary in regard
to apprentices.

Mr. FRY: Are vou going to move an
amendment which will give an opportunity
to these men who have not previously had
a chance?

~ The SkcrETaRY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
is nothing to exclude them now.

My, FRY: Is there any provision now
which will admit them? The whole trouble
is that there is too much ambiguity in regard
to these matters.

There

The SecreTarY For PusLic WORKS:
have you really got in your mind?

Mr. FRY: What I want is what the hon.
member for Enoggera asks for—to have it
clearly delined that these men will have an
opportunity, under this Bill, of going in
for a trade, and that there will be nothing
to hinder them from doing so.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I have
examined the amendment to sce if there
is any business behind it. It seems to me
to have been moved for the purpose of allow-
ing the hon. mewber for Enoggera and the
hon. member for Kurilpa to air their know-
ledge, or want of knowledge, of the appren-
tienship question and our Technical College
system. As the Minister stated, for all that
Len. members opposite are asking for in the
amendment there is already provision on
our statute-book and under our educational
system. fundreds of men are to-day
attending the technical colleges and improv-
ing their efficiency and status in connection
with the trades and industries they are
working in. The hon. member for Kurilpa
stated that a man might have an idea of
becoming a good ironworker, although he is
a bootmaker. The amendment does nog
provida for anything of that kind. How
could a bootmaler go and receive training
in bootmaking so as to make him a good
ironworker?

Mr. Fry: I did not say that. You are
twisting, as you always do. What I said
was that a man could not proviously, by
force of circumstances, enter into the pro-
fession or trade for which he was most
suited, and I asked that he should have an
epportunity of going into the trade or
calling for which he is most fitted.

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite
nave tried to cloud the issue right along the
fine, and I want to point out that we have
already an cducational system dealing with
trades, and that all we need is that hon.
members opposite should inform themselves

of the laws we are working under

[6 p.m.] so that they will be able to tell

their eclectors just where we
stand. If they will take the opportunity to
go into the next building to this, they will
see the vory thing they are asking for carried
on from dar to day and night to night.
Through the good offices of Mr. H. G‘]Noblo.
a colliery proprietor in Quecensland, who
provided £5,00C to be invested in war bonds,
scholarships are provided at the Ipswich
Technical College for about thirteen mon

Mr. Gledson.]

What
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engaged in the mining industry, in order
that they may make themselves efficient.

Mr. Epwarns: Ie is one of the men you
are always hounding down.

Mr. GLEDSON: I anticipated the silly
interjection of the hon. member for Nanango.
I have to fight Mr. Noble and cvery colliery
proprietor 1n Quecnsland and Auscralia at
times in order to get good conditions for
my men, but [ think everybody will admit
that I do not hound them down. I give
credit to everyoue for the good he does, and
1 give credit to Mr. Noble for the good he
is doing there. Part of the interest of that
money has enabled us to build up in the
Ipswich Technical College a library of scien-
tific and technical mining books second to
none in any part of the world. This has
been going on for the past five years to my
knowledge, and the same thing applies to
carpentering, plumbing, and other trades.
We are already providing the opportunities
to do what the hon. members opposite wish.
I am not going to take advantage of the
amendment to deal with the auestion of
apprenbicezhip generally, but 1 wish fo say.
in conclusion, tust the amendiment is uiter.y
viscless and uunecessary,

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 recog-
nise, as the DMinister has pointed out, that
the amendment i+ unnccessary and useless
for its purpose, but I do hope that what has
happened in the matter of certain opticians
who endeavoured to get registration under
the Opticians Act will not happen to appren-

tices 1n other trades or callings. The hon.
member for Kurilpa backed up the hon.

member for Enoggera in making a plea for
the admission of men to trades who are
skilled, bui who have served no apprentice-
ship, but the very society of which the hon.
member for Kurilpa was president, and may
now still be president, absolutely refused to
register men who are particularly skilled and
have been in the trade for many years simply
hecause they did not pass some particular
examination.

Mr. ¥ry: I say it is not truec.
to you when you sit down.

Mr F. A, COOPER: 1 hope the same
thing will not happen in connection with
these apprentices which happened to those
opticians. I have in my mind men in
Ipswich who are competent, but who, because
they have not passed a University examina-
fion or an examination set by the optic'ans
of a higher standard than other examinations,
have not been admit od to practise. 1 trust
that our action will be much more lenicnt
than that which was meted out to those men.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): The hon. member has
made a misleading statement, wilfully or
unwittingly. It is only parly true. The
hon. member him:elf wears glasses. Will he
or any other hon. member in this Chamber
wear glasses prescribed by those men who
arc not admitted to practise? That is the
point. If the hon. member answers that
question, he answers his own sta’ement. 1
have the very best wishes for the men fo
whom he refers, and the hon. member knows
it, because I have spoken to him in the
lobby about them. He knows I have the
highest respect for them, and what happened
oceurred long before I had anything to do
with the legislation he refers to. If the hon.
member does not know that, the hon. mem-

[Mr. Gledson.

I will reply
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ber 1s not cducated to the extent to which
a man should br educated before he speaks
in this House. I have two friends to-day,
one of whom was in the lower :ranks as a
mechanic and whoe 1 thought should have an
opperturity to enter the higher grades of
the profession. 1 paid him £b 10s. o week
o: an apprentice and encouraged him to rise,
and to-day he ranks among the best men in
he State. 1 took into my charge ancther
man who had lost his opportunity. and he
has developed in such a way that some day,
it he goes wlong at the ra.e at which he is
travelling now, he, too, will rank amongst
the foremost men in the profession in the
State. I hope that he will develop in such
w way that, when he leaves me, he will be
prosperous in his profession. But the men
whom the hon. member for Bromer was talk-
ing aboul were turned down as inecflicient
by a board appointed by the Government.
Mz, F. A. Coorer: No.

Mr. FRY: Yes, and by the ecxaminers
appointed by the Government. There is no
analogy between the two cases. I am only
asking in this Chamber for what I hope will
be applied all vound. I am a poor man’s
son—as a matter of fact, so far as I know,
not enc of us here 1s the son of wealthy-
sarents—and I only hope that everybody
will have the opportunity through legislation
to qualify for the calling for which he is
most fitted. It is not becoming in a member
of this Chamber to try to draw a red herring
across the track. I have the greatest sym-
pathy with the cases to which the hon. mem-
ber has referred—as a matter of fact, the
nen he mentioned are amongst my friends—
but that does not give me lborty to gei up
in this Chamber and make a pomnt of it
1f the hon. member had had that little bit
of restraint which he ought to pos<ess. he
would not have referred to it ror (ried to make
cut that I am responsible for their not secur-
ing registration. I am not responsible in any
way whatscever. The men who are respon-

sible are themselves and the cxaminers
appointed by the Government. Those gentle-
men had not the necessary knowledge or

cfficiency  to satisfy the Government ex-
aminers. I still hold that those who have
got into an unsuitable avenue of employ-
ment should be allowed the opportunity
of Dbeing lif'ed out. By doing that we
would be practising the brotherhood of man
i real iruth, and that is what I am aiming
as. I hope the hon. member for Bremer will
takke what I say at its full value, and give
me credit for being sincere. I had no inten-
tion of referring to any specific case, but
since the matter has hcen raised, I have felt
in duty bound to defend the present position.
1 am nct a member of the Board of Optical
Registration. I resigned because I considered
that certain things which took place were
political. 1 recommended to the board that
someone should be appoin’ed who would
properly represent the opinioss of the Govern-
ment, and I suggested that Mr. McPhail
sheuld take my place. I retired, and Mr.
MecPhail is now in the position which I once
occupied. The hon. member for Bremer has
gained neothing by his short sarcastic speech.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): T would like
to stress the point made by the hon. member
for Ipswich that provision should be made
to widen the apprenticeship scheme so that
under certain ecircumstanc’s many men who
sre ofMeient can come in. The hon. member
for Kurilpa has taken my remarks wrongly.
I hope that we do not fall into the same error
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as the Board of Optical Registration fell
into—by widening their powers to make it
more difficult for boys to become trade-men
in that calling.

Mr. Fry: We are widening the provisions
in the interests of the boys.

Mr. F. A. COOPER : The Beaid of Optical
Registration some time ago werc content with
a sixth class standard of examination, but
they raised that examination to the Junior
University standard or something higher,
and they demanded from the pcople in the
trade, who were in the trade when this Act
came into operation and who had not passed
the examination, a higher standard of skill
than that set to the other people who fortu-
nately got into the opticians’ select circle
prior to the passage of that Act. I hope we
will not fall into the same crror regarding
apprentices in other trades, The opticians
have set us a very bad example. So far as
the hon. member for Kurilpa is concerned, I
might refer him to the passage of Secripture
which sets out that in removing the mote
from your neighbour’s eye you should be sure
that there is no beam in your own eve.

Amendment (Mr. Kerr) put and negatived.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
beg to move the insertion after the
word ‘“ apprenticzs,”’ on line 44, of the words
“or improvers.” Tt is necessary in a proper
scheme of apprentices to have power to deal
with the question of improvers and young
workers gencrally.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Ozlcy): I do not
propose to advance any argument against the
amendment. I would ask the hon. gentleman
in charge of the Bill whether he considers
that the principal Act, as amended, will be
sufficiently embracing to permit of the trans-
for of apprentices from one cmployer to
another?

The SeorReTARY FOR PusLic Womks: I am
sure that there is that power. I made sure
of that when the Bill was being drafted.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 28, as amended, put and pass=d

Clause 29— “‘Validation

of cxisting awards,
ete.”—put and passed.

Clause 30— Existing awards’—put and
passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill with
amendments,

The third reading of the Bill was made an
‘Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMIND-
MENT BILL.

InITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan,-Brisbane, in the chair.)

Hox. F. T. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I
beg to move—

‘“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Local Author:ties
Acts, 1902-1922, in certain particulars, and
to repeal the Undue Subdivision of Land
Prevention Act of 1885, and for other
conscquential purposes.”

This is really a Committee Bill. Most of the
provisions have been recommended from time

[1 AveusTt.]
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to time bv the Local Authorities’ Conferences.
There is provision that there shall be no
necessity for the election of mavor or chair-
man in the single divisions, and that the
person recording the highest number of votes
at the local authority elections shall be
declared elected as mayor or chairman of

the division. There are also a number of
provisions with regard to town planning.

Most of them have been submitted from time
to time by the Local Authorities’ Confercnces.
Provision is also made to allow of extraordin-
ary vacancies—which have caused a good deal
of inconvenience from time to time through
the holding of sprcial elections—being filled by
the local authoritics themselves. The expense
incurred on such occasions will thus be
saved. The Local Authorities Act requires
rolis to be compiled, but under the amending
Bill this will not be necessars in cazes where
the electoral rolls can be utilised. This will
save a good deal of expense. There is also
an amendmsnt regarding reference to the
Land Court for valuations of resumptions.
That is an important provision. I think the
town planning provisions of the Bill will be
weicomed by the Opposition, because they
nearly all emanate from Local Authorities’
Conferences. The basis of valuation is also
mentioned in the Bill. The Bill in detail is
a matter for the Committee stage.

Mr., TAYLOR: Do 1 understand from
the Minister that, when a vacancy cecurs
in a local authority, the members of that
particular authority will (1l the vacancy
caused by the resignation of the mayor,
chairman, or councillor?

Hon. F. T. BrexNsx: Yes.

Mr. MOORE (Awbigny): 1 do not think
that the Minister gave us a great deal of
information as to what this amending Bill
is likely to contain.

An OvposrrroNn MEMBER :

The PREMIER:
second reading.

Mr. MOORE: It will be too late then. I
want to get the information at this stage
as to what is likely to be contained in this

He is nervous.
He will give that on the

Bill.  The Minister is bringing in a Bill
to amend the Local Authorities Act ““in
certain particulars,” but he only stressed

twe minor matters, two important matters,
and one medium alteration. One wonders
if that is going to be the cxtent of the
ameandment of the Act. There has becen
such a large number of amendments sug-
gested to the Act we are working under to
the various Ministers in the last =ix or
seven years by Loca! Authorities’ Confer-
that I would not hesitate to move
the deletion of the words ““in certain par-
ticulars 7’ so as to be able to move those
amendments which have been suggested by
the people who are now working under this
Act, If the Minister will give the informa-
tion I have sought, it might enable me to
move in the direction of incorporating some
of these amendments. Under the present
Act, we have a large number of services
thrust upon us which we have to carry out
the best way we can.

IIon. F. T. BrexnanN: You sit down, and
I will give them to sou on thé first reading.

Mr. MOORE: The dificulty is that it may
be too late on the first reading. It is of
no use discovering afterwards that there
are important amendments which we would
like 1o get in to permit the local authorities

Mr. Moore.]
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to carry out their work effectively. The The Premier: There is nothing ex parte
only op%)ortumty we have of extending the  in if.

scope of the Act is at the present time : 7 wNAx - N

I must admit, though, that the ruling we Honj -l" T. BE,ENSAN' 1:\(&

obtained last nwht from the lempomry Question put and passed.

Chatrman of Commlttees as to amendments
to an Act which may be covered by the words
““in certain particulars” in the order of
ve, gives very wide powers. I think the
Hinister will be well advised if he will
sive us a little more information as to what
he exactly intends to do.

Hon. . T. BRENNAN :

Mr. MOORE: As to whether the five
or six matters the hon. gentleman specified
are the only directions in which the Act is
going to be amended. 1 understand that an
amendment  of the Local Authorities Act
has beer in preparation for five years. I
think it was when the present Secretary for
Public Instruction was [ome Seccretary that
a commencement was made in the matter.
It was to be a comprehensive measure,
embracing, as far as possible, all the views
put forward by the Local Authoriticy’ Con-
ferences so as to render the efficient working
ot the Act possible. In the last Parliament
we had several amendments: now we have
two or three slicht amendments brought in,
and I suppose mext year we <shall have
another Amending Bill. [ would like to see

In what respect?

a consolidated measure introduced so that
we may know where we stand.
A GovrryMeEsT  Mewprr:  You  would

stonewall it

Mr. MOORE: It is not a

question  of
a stonewall. The

local authoritirs who have

to work under the Act want to cavry out
their dutics as officieptls #s oossible. Tf
thi= opportunity gocs, there wiit he no othor
under which we can widen the )

Act.

ITox. . T. BREIN (Toowoombal
Most of these amendns - 7 made
at the request of Tioenl Avth ios” Con-
ferences from time to time,  Thers iz the
question of the eradication of the prickly-

pear.

Mr. TAYLOR: Arc there any other amend-
ments besides those you referred to?

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN:
a detailed reference to all
but practically evore
request -of some

I cannot make
the amendments,
amendment is at the
Local  Authority  Confor-
ence. The hon. memher for Aubigoy should
accept my statement snd try to get the
amendments he wishes in Comnittes

Hox. W. L. BARNES (Uynnum): To
me the difficulty lies in the fact that there
has not been a Bill introduced so far
session  which has not contained matters
which were not indicated when the Bill was
initiated in Committee. What we want this
aflernoon i3 an assurance from the Minister
that we are not going to have matters
sprung on us as was done in previous Bills.
If the amendments arc what have been
recommended by Local Authorities” Confer-
ences. then the Minister will do very well.
We have been face to face, though, with
amendments that have been introduced but
which have not been known to members of
the Commitiee, or even to members of the
Government party, until they were moved.

Hon. F. T. BreEnNaN: I give my assur-
ance that there is nothing in this Bill which

is not altogether known to the hon. members
opposite.

[y, Moore.

this’

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Commit-
tee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First Reaning,

Hown. . T. BRENNAN (feowoombay

presented the Bill, and moved—
“That the Bill be now read a frst
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
IntTIaTION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Hox. F. T. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): I
beg to move—

“That it is df‘:lrnb’(‘ that a Bill be
introduend to amend the Fire 1>r1rradob
Act of 1920 in certain particulars.’

Some inconvenience has occurred from time
to time throush iire Lrigades heing unable
o cxceed the siatntors limit of their borrow-
ing power. ang the Bill will improve the
swition in that yespect. There is also a
stight ameudment givine power for the fire
brigades to male certain charges for work
done.

Hon. W. H. Barves: At whose suggomoh
is the latter amendment inserted?

Hon. T. T. BRENNAN:
of various towns.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The Cirarryax reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

The ratepayers

[5.30 p.m.]
FIRST READING.
Hox. I, T. BRENNAN presented the Bill,

and moved—
“ That the Bill
time.”
Question put and passed.
The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

be now read a first

GOVERNMENT LOANS REDEMPTION
AND CONVERSION BILL.
INtrIATION 1IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoe): T beg to move—

“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to authorise the redemption
and conversion of Government loans and
the issue and creation of Government
stock or inscribed stock for that pur-
pose, and for other incidental pur-
poses.”’

On the second reading I will take the oppor-
tunity of more fully explaining the intentiom
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of the Government with regard to the loans
falling due next year and the year following.
This Bill is nccessary to enable us to deal
with those loans.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like a
little more information from the Treasurer
at this stage with regard to the proposal.
We are quite in the dark as to what is pro-
posed to be done.

The TREASURER : The Bill is simply to
give authority to the Government to convert
the loans that are falling due next year
and the following year. I will deal more
fully at the second reading with the arrange-
ments that will be made regarding those
particular loans.

Mr. TavLor: Can you not give any more
information than that?

The TREASURER : There is no difference
of opinion about the principle of the Bill.

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): A mest
vital measure has been introduced into this
Chamber. Every hon. member knows that
next year there is maturing a large sum of
money, and in the following year another
large amount, and I think it is right that
the Treasurer should furnish us with some
particulars. He need not go into the matter
fully, but suvely, as a matter of courtesy,
we are entitled to a little more information.

The TREASURER: You mean particulerly
as regards the Bill itself?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Some information
as to what is proposed.

The TrEAsURER: That will come more pro-
perly at a later stage. We can discuss it
more properly on the second reading.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer
surely realises that not only the Committee
but the people outside want to know what
is going to be done in this important matter.
He must know that the practice heretofore
has been for the Treasurer to take the Com-
mittee into his confidence.

The TrREASTRER: Not at the introductory
Committee stage of the Bili?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Certainly. We
have the right to know what is going to
be the procedure in connecction with this
important question. I do not say that the
Treasurer should make a second reading
speech, but there are certain vital points
that should be touched upon. Is he going to
bring in any legislation that will make the
renewal of lecans that were made by certain
people compulsory ?

The Treasurer: The Bill has no such
intention.
Hon. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer

should take us into his confidence at the

present stage.

The TREASURER: I shall be very
pleased to give the hon. member what infor-
mation I have in my possession relating to
the intentions of the Government under the
Bill: but it secoms to me that this is not
the proper stage at which to enlighten the
House with regard to those intentions respect-
ing the loans that are falling due in 1924
and 1925. T will do so at a later stage, and
an opportunitv will be given to the House
then to fullv discuss the subiect in detail. It
is unwise at this juncture to have a discus-
sion concerning the particular conversions
T refer to. I agree that the subject is
an important one, but T do not think the

[1 Avugust.]
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Bill will be regarded as controversial. What-
ever Government might be in power, it
would have to make arrangements for the
conversion of the loans that are falling due
within the next two years. The Bill, it
will be admitted, is absolutely necessary.

Question put and passed.

The Housc resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First READING.

The TREASURER presented the Bill, and

moved—
“That the Bill be now
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

read a first

LOCAL BODIES LOANS GUARANTEER
BILL,
INtrTATION IN COMMITTEE.
(8r. HKirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): T beg to move—
~ “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to authorise the Treasurer on
behalf of the Government to guarantee
the repayment of moneys borrowed by
local bodies from banks or other financial

institutions, and for other consequential
purposes,”’

The necessity for this Bill has arisen because
the Commonvwealth Bank has asked that legis-
lative authority be secured for the guarantee
which the Government gives from time to
time to the bank in respect of loans made
by the bank to local bodies. There is no
statutory authority, but the bank has been
making loans to local bodies when authorised
by the Government. Some of the local
authorities can make satisfactory arrauge-
ments  with the Commonwealth’ Bank to
borrow, and it is convenient at times for the
Government to agree to such propositions.
Hon. W. H. Barwgs:
further to rclicve the
financial responsibility 7

The TREASURER : They have in the past,
and I think it 1s a relief that ought to be
welcomed by the Committee. TUnder the
Savings Bank Act the Commonwealth Bank
has practically undertaken to utilise 30 per
cent. over and above the Savings Bank
rmoneys coming to the State Government by
way of advances to local authorities. That
is a very happy arrangement. The local
authorities gef money at a rcasonable rate,
and arc dealing with an institution which
gives them very rcasonable and rational
terms, and there is no reason why we should
discourage them.

]Mr. Tav1oR: You agree to the 30 per cent.
alsc?

The TREASURER: In each case the loan
has to be approved by the Government, and
we give a guarantee.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

Are they going
Government from

The resolution was agreed to.

Hon. E. Q. Theodore.]
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F1rsT READING.
- The TREASURER presented the Bill, and

moved—
“ That the

time.”
Question put and passed
The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Bill be now read a first

LIQUOR ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
SEcOND READING.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan): In moving the second
reading of this Bill, I desire to be as brief
as possible, as I believe hon. members always
apnrociate spdeches of the briefest pessible
pature. The Bill, as I explained at the
introductory stages, is but a short ome, but
I still think that the House and the public
outside regard it as a very important one.
It is a measure which we may regard as
purely a measure of reform. I recognise
that no Mi:ister. no matter what his political
opinions may be, can evor hope to intreduce
into this House a perfect Liquor Bill.
recognise that the division of opinion on the
great question of liquor, reform 1s greater
than one would at first imagine. It is only
when you get the oppor unity of mecting
people who hold different opinions upon this
question that you realise how really difficult
the prcblem is. On the one hand you have
people who object to any continuance of the
trade, and whose remedy is to abolish it.
Thev do not believe tha' any reform can be
of lasting benefit, and they stake everyvthing
on the efforts that they make to remove what
they honestly believe to be an evil. O the
other hand you have those who believe that
no evil exists at all. and that any attempt
at curtailment of what they are pleased to
term the privileges of the British subject is
an encroachmen on the rights of the people.
There is another class of people who believe
that no interference should take place at all,
and who are actuated by personal and finan-
cial consideratiors. In introducing this Bill
I desire to say that I have not considered
any particular section of the people, but have
endeavoured fo recognise what is right and
proper from the standpoint of the majority
as I view it.

Hon. W. H. Barngs: You will find it hard
to make some of us believe that.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon
gentleman would find it hard to believe
anything that we advocated from this side,
bt I recognise that he is so out of touch
with the majority of the people as to be
sitting in the cold shades of opposition.
What T desire to say in this respect is that
the Government introduced the Bill purely
as a reform measure. 1 think it will be
recognised that in different parte of Australia
during the war period there was a demand
for shorter hours. 'That demand has been
responded to in differemt States——

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Do you remember us
asking for that?

The HOME SECRETARY : But whether it
has accomplished what those who demanded
it anticipated is another matter. The hon.
member ask. if I remember them dema~ding
it. I remember many demands that he and
others have made which have not been
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supported by sincerity. I realise thar in
thie State no organised sincere demand was
ever made for early closing. Early closing
was used as a political weapon, but was not
supported by any organised attempt. for the
reason that the true advocates of temperance
reform vegarded early closing in Quecns-
land as somewhat unnecessary, because they
had the most stringent Act in the form of
cur Liquor Act that existed in Australia.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: 1 am sure that you
are making a statement which the people
you are referring to would not endorse.

_ The HOME SECRETARY: I am speak-
ing of those whom I have had the privilege
to meet—— :

Hon. W. H. Barnes: Then you have met
very few.

The HOME SECRETARY: And I say
thut no real definite organised demand was
made in this State. Let us see what demands
were made. There was a raid made in this
Chamber by some ladies, who threw down
cards from the gallery demanding 6 o’clock
closing. We had a request from the Upper
House asking for 6 o’clock closing, sup-
perted in  that Chamber by temperance
reformers, who forced the Governmet to
which the hon. member for Wynnum
belonged to hold back the Liquor Bill which
was in charge of the hon. member for Albert,
because they demanded the insertion of
certain  provisions in the Bill which the
Government were not prepared to inseet.

Hon. W. H. BarnEes: You are not speaking
the facts. )

The HOME SECRETARY : I am speaking
from the records of * Hansard,” which show
that the Hon. T. J. O’Shea, when speaking
in that Chamber, said that the Gorernment
to which the hon. member for Wynnum and
the hon. member for Albert belonged had
entered into a contract, and that certain
provisions of the Bill were a breach of that
contract.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I say emphatically
that that is not corvect. .

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : A contract with whom?7

The HOME SECRETARY: The liquor
trade. (Opposition laughter.)

Hon. W. H. Barnes: You have been con-
tracting with them—not us.

The HOME SECRETARY : We are sub-
mitting a Bill to-night, which is purely a
measure of reform——

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: As a result of that con-
tract.

The HOME SECRETARY : Aud we are
content to leave the decision on the question
of continuance or prohibition to the people,
who will record their vote in October next.

Mr. Epwarps: Once and for all.

Hon. W. H. Baenes: But you are not
going to trust them afterwards.

The SecreTary ror PuBLic Lannps: You
never gave them an opportunity.

The HOME SECRETARY: I will deal
with that aspect of the question when I come
to it. To my mind, the most important pro-
vision in this measure, and one in regard
to which I understand the leader of the
Opposition has foreshadowed an amend-
ment, is the proposed reduction of the exist-
ing hours from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. to 8 a.m.
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to 8 p.m. In arriving at the hours set forth
in this measure. I have not done so without
having first considered the matter thorougily.

Mr. ErrHiNstoNe: Did you arrive at the
hours, or did somcoune else arrive at them
fer you? (OUpposition laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY: The hours
were arrived at by the united intelligence of
this party.

Mr. ELPHINSTIONE: By someone outside.

The HOME SECRETARY : An hon. mem-
ber occupying a seat on the front Upposition
bench should support his statements with
stronger arguments than the hon. member
uses.

Myr. ELPHINSTONE: I am simply using the
Fremier’s own words in 1911.

The HOME SECRETARY: We ar¢ con-
sidering « delinite proposal for liquor reform,
and the leader of the Opposition wiil use the
pewer which his position gives him to move
an amendment expressing the will of the
people represented by the opposits side of
the House so far as those with whom he is
associated arc concerned. DBefore the inter-
ruption took place 1 was saying thuat I, or
the Government—I speak for the Government
in this matter—did not arrive at these hours
without decp consideration. Suggostions
with regard to hours were made to me as
Minister in charge of this measure covering
nearly the whole twenty-four hours. There
are many people who would like to go back
to the hours which prevailed before the
passage of the 1885 Act. Let mc say here,
in support of my contention, that this is the
first time that the hours of liquor trading
have beon adjusted since the Act was passed
in 1885. Prior to that the hours were from
4 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Whose fault is that?

The HOME SECRETARY : The fault of
the Government of the day.

Mr. ErpminsronNe: Yes, your Government.

The HOME SECRETARY : Thi« Govern-
ment gave to the people of Queensland the
power to give expression to their will on
the whole question of whether the liquor
traflic should disappear or whesher it shouid
continue. ‘That was the greatest thing ever
done in the history of this State for the
temperance people It was suggested to me
by some people that from 9 to 9 would be
the most favourable hours, and by cthers
from 8 to 8, and from my cwn electorate
I received a general suggestion for the
continuance of the hours @ll 1 o’clock in
the morning, so that the men who came off
the late shilt might get a drink. (Laughter.)

Mr. Corser: What did the Emu
Convention suggest.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hours that
we have fixed upon appear to me to be the
hours which will assist those who are charged
with the adminisiration of this measure to
get the best results from it. Hon. members
opposite no doubt base their opiaion in
favour of the hours from 8 to 6 on the
expericnce of other States, but I want hon.
members to reaiise that this is the only State
which has liquor laws stringent enough to
enforce early closing. In New South Wales
and Victoria the definitions of ““ lodger ”” and
* bond fide traveller” are so broad that
almost any person who has any standing at

Tark

[ Avevst.]  Liguor Acts Amendment Bill. 335

all can obtain in the lounge bars of hotels
25 much liquor as he can rcasonably consume.
(Opposition laughter.)

I think it will be agreed that the most
dangerous hours in which the sale of liguor
can take place are the early hours of morn-
ing. Expericnce has shown that many a man

who may have partaken too freely

[7 pom.] tne night before goes to a

hotel early in the morning with
the intention of having one drink, but finishes
up by missing that day’s work.

Mr Morcean: That is a good argument
for prohibition.
The HOME SFCRETARY: The other

dangerous hours—the extreme hours of what
I might term uscless drinking—are late at
night. 8o that in sclecting the hours from
8 o’clock in the morning till 8 o’clock at
night, I believe we shall avoid many of the
evils which T witnessed in New South Wales
when 6 o’clock closing came into force. It
practically debarred a large section of the
workers who had performed a hard day’s
work from getting the stimulant they felt they
required—leaving out of consideration our
beliefs as to whether drink is good or evil.
Many other people in the community were
able to leave their offices at half-past 4 and
have what they deemed to be their right,
but a large section of the workers were
deprived of it.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Ave not the workers
deprived of many other things which are
very much more nccessary ?

The HOME SECRETARY: That is so:
but the hon. member, though a temperance
advocate, had an opportunity for yecars and
vears to bring about 6 o’clock closing, and
vet he sat silent in the Administration which
he supported. To-day, when we come for-
ward with something of a practical nature, he
interjects as he has done. But the strongest
reason, I believe, why the hours from 8 to 8
are reasonable is this: Any Act of Parlia-
ment is no more than printed paper unless
mare good than evil results from its admin-
istration, and I claim that one of the most
dangerous things that Parliament can do
is to interfere with what an individual shall
cat or drink. We may pass any legislation
to do that, but, unless its administration has
the moral support of a large section of the
community, we shall accomplish nothing.
The Government believe that in selecting the
hours fixed in this Bill they will have behind
them the major portion of the community,
though many of them perhaps would like
prohibition, but will realise that it is at least
a step in the direction of a reform and that,
if successful, it may be improved upon till
ther accomplish their objective. We, as a
Government, are not proposing the measure
for any other reason than that we believe that
we, who will be called upon to administer it.
shall be able to do so in a way that will make
it the success we desire it to be. That is why
we have selected the hours that we believe
will bring to our aid the moral support of
the community. We are going further than
that. We arc taking the opportunity to
rectify a wrong that has existed, so far as the
liquor traffic is concerned, in relation vo the
treatment meted out to the various clubs
throughout Queensland. We have determined
that we will not pass an Act of Parliament
which will grant favourable treatment to
what might be termed a popular club. We

Hon. J. Stopford.]
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will strike at the evil. recognising that by
striking at it through the hotel prople alone
is only half accomp.ishing our work.

My, MaxwerL: What are you going to do
with the parliameniary bar?

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
gentleman will apply his intelligence to the
question, he will realise that this House is
master of the purliamentary staff, and surely
to God it does nct requive an Act of Parlia-
ment to control our own actions! This Bill
is in.cnded to rectify a wrong with regard
to clubs that has existed since the Act was
passed in 1912. There is a certain amount
of history attached to that Act which makes
very interesting reading. The hon. member
for Albert, who was in charge of that
measure, set out to accomplish what we are
trying to accomplish to-day. He intended
that the clubs should have no preferential
treatment. When the members representing
the popular will of the people in the Legis-
lative Assembly passed that Act, the clubs
and hotels were placed on an equal focting;
but the efforts of the Legislative Assembly
were nullified by the nominee Chamber, who
were able to give preferentinl treatment, not
to all clubs, but to certain clubs, and that
provision was carried on the casting vote of
the Chairman of Committees. This Bill. as
it is drafted, contains a certain defect, and
does not give effcet to what I desired when
1 first started out. I intend. in Committee,
to move an amendment rectifying that, and
1 sincerely hope that hon. members on both
sides will awsis me in giving that amendmoent
an casy passage. Representations have been
made to me on a very important matter—
one that should be clunred up before the poll
ix taken in Octcber. That unportant maticr
i» the sale of sacramental =ines if prohi-
bition is brought about. I have given my
promize—I think it will be agreed with by
all scctions of the liouse —that, when the Bill
i+ in Committoe, 1 will amend it by making
provisicn shut sacromental wine shall be at
the dispe=al of whatever church desipes 1t
even if prohibition is brought about as the
resuit of the poll in October, or of any other
vote that may be taken.

The SrrRETARY roRr PUBLIC LANDS :
church will be very popular then.

The HOME SECRETARY: I wish to say
a few words an the guestion of licenses for
billiard-rcoms on hotel premises. The Bill
proposes that hotel billiard-rooms shall be
closed at 8 o'clock. I am asking the House
to give me power, by regulation, to broaden
that provision in country districts, where, 1
believe, a great hard-hip may be inflicted.
1 desire power under the regulations to
enable me to extend the hours where billiard-
rooms may be kept open, and if I do that,
1 can at least determine the construction of
the billiard-rcom in its relation to the bar
to sec that our efforts in one direction are
not nullified by cur efforts in another.

The

There is another clause that I desire to
touch upon, and that is the proviso under
which we take power to regulate, as it were,
certain labour that will be emploved in
and around the hotel. There is nothing new
in the proposition. - A measure introduced
by the hon. member for Albert was amended
in this Chamber, I think, on the motion of
the present Premier, so that a provision
similar to that which I have placed in this
measure might be given effect to. Again,
the efforts of the Logislative Assembly were
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nullified by another Chamber, and on the
measure being returned here it was dropped
i 1811. It was re-introduced in 1912, and,
in view of the opposition in another place,
this proviso was not inscrted in the measure.
I have listened to and I have read the remarks
¢f hon. members opposite and their sup-
porters entside on the very grave question of
the maintenaues of our sugar industry. They
have based their arguments on the fact that
they arc supporters of the “ White Austra-
fia” policy.
OprosiTioN MeMBERS : Hear, hear!.

The ITOME SECRETARY : In any indus-
try which is carried on under license of the
Government we might well try and practise
what we preach.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Flear, hear!

The 1IOME SECRETARY : If it is right
to give cffect to legislation such as we have
done time after time in various Bills in
this House, it is equally right that we should
determine that coloured people, as far as
possible, shall be removed from an industry
where ocur wotnen folk are asked to work
side by side with them. I do not antici-
pate that the clawse will cause any great
contention from hon. members opposite.

Mr. Krgr: You are not removing them
from the industry?
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.

member fer Fnoggera should recognise that
there are certain nationat problems that
compel the expression of the idea embraced
in the amendineut. That has been debated
several times previously in the House, but,
if hon, members have any amendments to
offer, we will discuss them at the Committee
stago,

I now come to another very important pro-
vision, and that is the one under which
the Government are repealing section 181,
() of the present Liquor Act dealing with
special polls on the question of nationalisa-
tion, prohibition, or continuance. There is
no State in Australia where greater facili-
tics have heen given to test the opinions of
the people on the question of prohibition
than in Queensland.

An Orposrrion  MEMBER :
repealing it?

The TOME SECRETARY: I will come
to that in & moment. I desire first to trace
the histerv of local option and prohibition
polls in this State. The first of such provi-
sions was contained in the 1885 Act. That
provision provided that the question of pro-
hibition could be determined in certain dis-
tricts. but purely on a ratepayvers’ franchise,
A potition of onc-sixth of the total number
of ratepavers could demand a poll. The fact
that pothing resulted from that will be
recognised when we consider the nature of
the franchize then offered, when one indi-
vidual, a property owner. who possibly was
interested in the liquor trade. might have
at least ten votes. That continued until
1912. when a measure was introduced by
the then Government, which gave a form of
local ontion and which determined that no
new licenses could be granted by the
licensing court.  Up to that time the court
had a right to grant licenses. In 1912 a
very important amendment was made. The
old” Act placed the onus on the pcople who
protested against new licenses of proving
that the wish of the people was contrary to

Why are you
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the granting of new licenses. In 1912 this
was amended, and the onus was placed on
the shoulders of those who desired new
licerses to prove that the public desired new
licenses, so placing the initiation of the
petition on the right shoulders—the shoulders
of the people desiring that the will of the
peopie should be in any particular direction.
That proposal was amended in 1912, and it
was provided that after 1915—later on amen-
ded to read 1916—no new licenses could be
obtained without first instituting a poll by a
petition of one-tenth of the electors in the
district in which the poll was to be taken.
It was also provided that three resolutions
might be submitted to the people—

““ A” Resolution, making for a reduction of
25 per cent. in the existing licenses.

“ B” Resolution—which could not be moved
until “ A” Resolution had been carried—
provided for a further reduction of 25 per
cent.

“C” Resolution, after ““ B had been car-
ried, provided for a still further reduction
of 25 per cent., and it was provided that
when “C " Resolution had been carried, a
further referendum might take the question
on “D” Resolution.

Perhaps it would be as well if T were to
refer to some of the local option polls that
have taken place in the State, because I
desire hon. members clearly to understand
what this question has cost the consolidated
revenue of this State over a number of years.

“In 1913, ten polls
five were carried.

“Tn 1914, sixteen polls were initiated;
eleven were carried.

“In 1915, sixteen polls initiated; ton
were carried.

“In 1916, four polls initiated;
were carried.”

were initiated;

two

Under the new provision in 1917, Resolution
“ A’was put to the vote in fifty-five districts
of the State. and was carried in four. Reso-
Tution “E.” which provides for an increase
on the cxisting licenses, was put in two
districts. and carried in two districts. In
1919, Resolution “A” was put in one district,
and was not carried. Resolution “ E,” pro-
viding for an increase, was put in eleven
distriets and carried in four.

In 1923 Resolution *“* B’ was put in thirteen
districts and carrvied in three districts. That
shows the large number of polls that were
taken under the early provisions of that
measure. I did not have the cost of the
various polls worked out. but, if hon. mem-
bers consider what an ordinary election costs,
and that we give the same facilities in regard
to local option polls that we give at a general
election, they will get some approximate
idea of the cost of these polls. The Act
that I refor to contnined another important
provizion—that in 1925 a further roferendum
might be taken. That has always been
recognised as an agreement between the then
Government and the liquor trade on the
question of time compensation instead of
money compensation. Resolution “ D’ gave
the right fo initiate a poll on the question
of total prohibition if any electoral district
or the whole State had carried Resolution
“ A" Resolution “B.’ or Resolution '*C.”
Under section 170 of the Act, a poll may be
taken in 1925 either in one district or in the
whole State on either Resolution “D” or

1923—v
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Resolution ““ E,”’ provided a petition signed
by 10 per cent. of the electors has been
received. Another important feature entered
into the liquor question of this State in
connection with the hysterical attitude of
other Governments on the question of early
closing. I made a statement that the true
temperance reformer in Quecnsland never

did desive early closing during that period,

because he stood definitely on his helief that
he could appeal to the people and obtain a
vote on the broader question covered by
Resolution “ D,” and on the representation of
those people to this Government their requess
was granted by a special Act being granted
to them—by an Act passed by my prede-
cessor in 1920—whercby, honouring the pro-
mise of the previous Government, this Go-
vernment determined to give them the oppor-
tunity of testing whether their judgment of
public opinion was correct or not, and passed
a provision that would carry them over the
period that must elapse as laid down in the
previons Act. The history of the last attempt
1s well known, What hon. members should
rcalise is this: The Government must be
concarned on questions of finance and public
policy, and while they may be prepared to
give a fair deal to any view that may be
held by a large section of the community,
they cannot allow the peaceful life of the
community to be disturbed by too repeated
appeals such as the present Act provides
for.

Hon. W. H. Bsarxes: That is shockingly
thin.

The HOME SECRETARY: I want the
hon. member for Wynnum to realise that
any criticism of the actions of this Govern-
ment on liguor legislation cr liquor adminis-
tration cannot be truly effective unless he
realises his own actions. Ile is a man with
fixed opinions, yet he swallowed those
‘opinions when he had power to give effect to
them. The hon. member for Wynnum says
that my argument is too thin, but I believe
that, as I proceed, he will rcalise the force
of what I am saying. I want the House to
roalise that the last appcal under this parti-
cular section cost the taxpdyers of the State
between £20,000 and £25,000.

A GovernaeNt Meupe®: How much did it
cost the prehibition people?

The HOME SECRETARY: It may have
cost the prohibition people a large amount.
I claim that it would be a disgrace to the
prohibition people and the licensed victuallers
if a question of this description, on a poll
given freely by the Government, was not
fought out on the soundest lines they could
fight it, so that they might get a true reflex
of the opinion of the people.

Mr. Morgax: You do not trust the people
any longer.

The HOME SECRETARY: These polls
have gone on, and the Government have
stood firm to the pledges they made, and
although we are irtroducing this Bill to-night
as a measure of reform, we are still adhering
to what we gave the temperance people—the
right again fo obtain, without initiation and
without cost, a further expression of opinion
from the people.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
The HOME SECRETARY : I ask whether

any hon. member opposite will assert that
the Government, who have tried repeatedly

Hon. Jd. Stopford.]



338  Liguor Acts Amendment Bill.

to provide for obtaining an expression of the
will of the people on this question, should
continue the same method of sccuring that
expression, when at the same time that scction
o!f the community has the same right, under
avother provision of the Bill which will come
into force. before they suffer any loss by the
removal of the provision I have spoken of
to-night.

Hon. W. II. Barxps: Do you remember
what you faiicd to do in connection with the
Upper House?

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic LANDS:
fixed the present hours.

The HOME SECRETARY : In order that
the House may know the position with regard
to this question, I will state the exact number
of polls that can be taken under the existing
law. 1 would then ask whe her we should
continue on those lines, or whether we, as a
Gover.ment, should determine to do the fair
thing, but not the foolish thing. Many hon.
memnibers know that in Maw last local option
poll= wore available for those who liked to

You

ini iate them. Tt was rcalised that those
local option polls had to be confined to
Resolutions “A77 “PB» “@7; but in 1925

Resolution “ D will come into operation.
Scetion 170 of the Act stotes that, notw th-
standing an;thmg clse in the Act, Resolution
“D” may be submitted either in a district
or a rnug of districts.  In other words,

althouglt section 1914, (loahw with the spoe: ial
poll which will be taken in October, will
disappear, yet prohibition votes may be ‘taken
in 1825. either over the whole of the State or
in portions of the State. by the initiation of
a petition of 10 per cent. of the cleciors.

; Mr. ELrHINSTONE: Where is that provided
or?

The HOME SRECRETARY : It is provided
for 1 scction 170. I will read the actual
polls which we are bound to take if this Bill
15 not passed, showing that the power will
remain even if what we proposc in this
measure is no* given effect to. Under section
170 polls may be taken in 1925, following the
three-year period of May nolls, which will
come into operation, as far as Resolution

"D is concerned. There may be a poll in
1926. a further onc in 1928, a further one in
13929, a fur her ond in 1931, a further one in
1932, a further one in 1934. and w further

one in 1935, and so on. That

{7.30 p.m.] does not include the special poll

which I am preparing to wipe
cut by this Bill, becausc polls under that
wrovision can be held in October, 1923, and
every third vear afterwards. I have just
given a brief outline of the number of polls
which can bo taken, without explaining the
sections in detail.

Mr. MoRaan: You are misleading the
Chamber.  You know that one has to be
carried before ancther can be put.

The HOME SECRETARY: Anvy man
would be foolish, with members in this House
acquainted with this subjeet and with the
library at their ’d]ipﬂba} to come into this
House and supply false information deliber-
ately. Let me procsed on the even tenor
of my way. Hon. members often complain
that they do not get information. 1 am
trying to give them as much information as
T can. In 1923 there are two polls—one was
held in May and one will be held in October,
although the May poll was not a prohlbltlon
poll. In 1925 there is one poll, in 1926, if
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the Act remains as it is, there can be a
prohibition poll in May and a prohibition
poll in October. In 1928 there can be one
poll. in 1929 two polls, in 1931 one poll,
in 1932 two polls, 1n 1934 oue poll, and in
1925 two polls. and =0 on. 1 do not think
that Parliament ever intended such a state

of things to continue. Adherence to that
policy can only result in the Srate being
kept in a sort of continual turmoil. If in

Octleber next prohibition were carried—and,
if T were a supporter of it, I would proclalm
the fact from the housctops: I never back a
horse but that I sav he is going to win, and,
if T back a political party, I -ay they are
going to win—if in October prohibition be
carvied. the licensed victualler, if the Act is
not altered. can initiate a poll in 1925 pro-
vided that the proper petition is presented
before 20th November, 1824. Then, if the
Act remains as it is, a poll can be held with-
out any initiation in 1926, and so on. The
prchibitionist who says that an injury has
been done to his cause by the removal of
these special polls admits that he fears
defeat, because he wants to keep us perpetu-
ally at the question without any possible
hope of solution.  Are we to have no period
of stability? Whete is it all to end? [ con-
tend that anv body who claim to represent a
majority of the people but who confess that
in twelve long months they cannot prepare a
petition representative of 10 per cent. of the
clectors of this State have no claim to
recognition as a public body at all.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRTTARY : I claim there-
fore that whichover side wins m Octeber cht
a pefition will he pres e for a noll in
1925.  If prohibition is carried thon. the Act
stipulates that after the next lierpsing ferm
of rxiphteen moths m*rhi‘nition shall come
into force.  And nct on ..,' msy a poll take
place voon the question of State-wide prohi-
bition. but nolls max be iv 1in any State
clectoral district or other ict declared for
the purpoase.

T have heard it sa’d that we are taking
something from the probibition p(\()pie 1
claim that as a Government we hav: the
right, in whatever weasure of roform we
mav engage, of interpreting the wishes of
the majority of the people, and th~ fact that
wo are giving a sccord poll without initistion
or cust to a eceviain section of the community,
who have had three vears to advocate their
caus? and preparc their line of attack, shows
that we have no desire to take from them

antthing to which they are legitimately
entitled.

It has been said bv interjretion to-night
that this Bill is being introduced at the

request of the livﬁnwd victugllers, Al 1
can sav i that the ]comr\d V"’iLhHCL who
likes this Bill shonld be under my car» in one
of the insane asylums. IL.ct me put the case
for him as I see it. Assuming that prohibi-
tion is carried in 1923, he has to imtiate a
petition and has to reverse that decision under
a provision which stipulates for a certain
vote and a certain majority. If he is satis-
fied with that, then he is easily satisfied

T have snoken longer than I intended to.
I hope that, when I get used to making
second-reading speeches, I shall be able to
curtail them. {(Laughter.) Recognising that
I ought to put the full facts before the House
and show hon. members to what the country
is committed by a continuation of the
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measures which have been passed by two
different Governments aiming at the same
objective, I have endeavoured to give the
full facts as I understand the position. There
is onc point on which T did not touch. We
have a local optien poll, independent of the
special poll, in 1923, and a further poll
becomes necoszary ther fore in 1926, I have
told vou that in 1925 we shall have another
poll if a petition is presented, whieh in its
turt means that we shall have another poll
in 1928. We cannot logically claim that polls
should foliow one another so cioscly, con-
sidering that the conditions under which they
will b taken ave the same. T am therefore
providing in the Bill that if & noll is
mitiated in 1625 the three-ycar periods will
date from 1925, and the next set of polls
will be in 1928, in order that we may get
back o the original intention of the Act of a
reasonable limit betwern these periods of
turmoil, If. however, it is felt that the time
given till 1925 is not sufﬁcient and the poll is
delasod  until 1926, then the three-year
pericds will date from 1926 to 1929, and so
on. I have much pleasure in moving—
_““That the Bill be now read a second
time.”’

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxlcy): 1 should
like at ihe outset to compiiment the ome

Secretiry on the manner in

t . which he has
introduced this measure.

Tt is the first time

we have had the pleasure of listening to him
moving the sccond reading of a Bill since

he has been a member of the Cabinet. and
I hope we shall hear him on other cccasions
during this session. 1 complimoent him still
further b(’(’I‘HL he has had an excecdingly
difficuit task to-night in his endeavour to
defend his Government against a gross act
of inconsistency, if of nothing worse. I pre-
sume the duty of the Opposition will not be
to discuss whether prohibition or carly clos-
ine is the curc of the liquor problem. I can
eastly carry my mind back some three years
ago when the Liquor Act Amendment Bill
of 1920 was before this House, when many of
the Opposition delivered speeches much in
keeping with the Home Sccectary’s speech
to-night, be-ceching that the issue of early
clowm should be placed in that measure so
that 1 cculd be put before the people a+ the
fourth izzue when the referendum came about.
In those days hon. gentlemen opposite thought
quite differently. They contended that the
question of earl" c.osm;, was beside the mark.
1t war plaz 7ing with the subject. It was no
cnre whatever, It was 1ot io be considered
for one minute, The amendment that we
moved for the purpose of allowing that fourth
issue was defeated Now within thren years
these hon. gentlemen are turning vound and
scvapping their own measure, and adopting
tire very clause which we strived so hard to
have introduced into that Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
That is no reason for objecting to the Bill.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: I am glad to see
that hon. membors opposite are coming back
te reason. I hope that, as the session pro-
ceeds. the Government will think as the

Opposition think, and as the Oppozitiou have
been thinking for many vears past.

The PreyiEr: ls that why
o the Nationalist party?
taughter.)

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : No. The point the
hon. gentlernan has to undereta.ml is that
there is evolution taking place in Qpposition

son went back
(Governminent
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palitics, the strength of which he will recog-

nise before he is very much older. T only
hepe that the Premier is as comfortable in
his very uncertain camp as | am in mine.
{Loud (;ovo’ nment laughter.) The pum‘, T
wish to make in regard to this matter is that,
in spite of the great defence which ths Home
Secretary has put up in regard to this mea-

sure, we have to recognise to- night—there
is no good mincing matiers—that he is pro-
posing to consummate an unholy alliance

hetween the liguor trade and his party. In
suppors of that I am going to quote no less
an authority than the Pzemwr 1t shows how
cne’s opinions vary according to the side
of the House on which he sits.

The Seoretary For PousLic LanDs: You are
a good judge of that. |

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
reported in ¢ Fansard 7
1427, as follows :—

“¥ would point cut to members that
the trade until now has fought ail temper-
ance orgunisstions, and foug‘]t all reform
that has for its object the proper regula-
tion of the trade. 1t has supplied bribes
and hush moncsr and the mones to fight
political elections, and has fonght on
every possible occasion, and has always
come o oIl top. Whenever any reform
movr-rncnt has xcqcnod an amnwﬂtly
successful stage, and has been put into
ODOIutIU]] then come along the people
who have vested interests in the tmde,
and, by devious mathods mostly, they
have managed to undermine the re form
and eventuully overthrow it. That has
been the experience in count which
haove tried to apply the prlnuple of
prohikition.”

The Premier is
for 1911, at page

1 want once more to repeat certain signifi-
cant Words——
¢it has supplied bribes and hush

moncy and money to fight political clec-

tions, and has fought on every possible
occasion, and has always come out on
top.”’

Onee more, the liquor trade of Queensland
has come out on top by the introduction of
ihis measure into this House to-night. Hon.
gentlemen opposite have had to eat their
own words and simply bow their knce to
Baal. That is the real sum and substance
of this Bill. How long is Queensland to be
dominated by this hquoz trade? The Pre-
mier admitted in 1911 that Quecensland was
under the domination of the liquor trade,
ana, by the attitude of hon. membors to- m'fht
wao have further proof that that is the posl-
tion, I presume that we are all sincerc in
our desire to uplift humanity 1 wani to
ask hon. members opposite how long are the
interests of Queensland—and the world. as
the Premier admits—to be subjugated to this
liquor trade? We must admit thdt the public
interests are subjugated to this liguor trade.
JTon. membors opposite know that it is so.
Some of us know more about the Bmu Park
Convention than hon. members oppusite give
we credit for.  We knew perfectly well that
o bargain had been entered into which was
consummated wf the lmu Park Cnnvention
that thesc prohlbmon polls—which were a
menace 10 the liquor trade—had to be wi ped
ont and had to be replaced by some cerlainty
or fixity in regard to the liquor quesiion,
the result of which was, as I will once more
repeat—
“Tt has supplied bribes and hush
money and the money to fight political

Mr. Elphinstone.]
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elections, and has fought on every pos-
sible cccasion, and has always come out
on top.”

Now we see where all the support was
coming from during the last elections. It
was the support from ¢ Bung.” There is no
getting away from that. To my mind, it is a
most shocking illustration of the effect of out-
side influences. The vested interests that are
supposed to coerce the present Opposition on
every occasion are beginning to make their
forces felt with hon. members opposite.
Another extraordinary point is that, whilst
all the other 8 ates of the Commonweaith
years ago introduced measures or referenda
for the reduction of hours for the sale of
liquor, here in Quecnsland we went all
through the war without any alteration in
the hours of sale. Now in the year 1923
we begin to find that a reduction in the
hours for the sale of liquor is a measure
that the commuynity demand. Why have
we deferred it so long? Why is it that hon.
members opposite have taken about nine
yvears before doing that which the other
States introduced many years ago? Why is
it that this necessary innovation has been
delayed so long?

The SECRETARY FOR DPUBLIC INSTRUCITON @

We did not want to interfere with the
expressed will of the people
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Why did the

Government not introduce the matter i 1920,
when we asked them to give the people an
apportunity of saying what their views were
with regard to early closing? The Govern-
ment stand absolutely condemned. They have
come under the domination of the liguor
trade, and their silence to-night furnishes
full proof of what I state. What were the
earlier cfforts to bring about this early clos-
ing in Queensiand? T remember a petition
being presented to the Home Secre ary on
more than one occasion asking that there
should be early closing. I remember, since
my time in Parliament, the Legislative Coun-
cil initiating a Bill which had as its object
the early closing of public houses in Queens-
land, which Bill was never deal with in this
House. I remember the very strenuous cfforts
that were put forward by the Opposition to
have that fourth issue of early closing in-
cluded in the referendum which was to be
placed before the people.

Mr. HarTLEY: Who was working
“ Bung ° when you moved that?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : We are not argu-
ing as to whether prohibition or early clasing
is the proper solution. Speaking for myself,
I am an early closing man and have always
heen so., because 1 belicve in moderation m
these things as in all others. Weo are not
approaching this mattier fréom a party stand-
point any more than the Government should
approach it from a party standpoint.

Mr. HarTiEY: Didn’t you applry for the

for

position of secretary to the Licensed Vie-
tuallers’ Association?
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I cannot uuder-

stand the chattering of the hon. gentleman
whe is irterjecting. He is asked to vote for
and swallow a measure of this description,
when ‘it is against the better feelings of his

conscience. 1 sympathise with him.

Mr. Hartiey: 1 do mnot want your
sympathy.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: As I said before,

we are not offering criticism on this measure
on the ground that we are supporters of

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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prohibition or early closing. We are indig-
nant on the ground of the inconsistency of
the Government in regard to the handling
of this important and particular question.
Where is the great principle of the initiative
and referendum which used to be introduced
in this House session after session? Time
after time it was introduced, and it was
stated that the only drawback to its final
consummation was the Legislative Council.
It is remarkable that since the Legislative
Council has been wiped out we have never
heary anvthing more of the initiative and
referendum. Why are those hon. members
who have stood for those principles now
going to deny the people the right to express
themselves on this important subject?

The Howme SrcrerarY: They can initiate a
poll every three years

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Home Socre-
tary said so. I have listencd very carefully
to his remarks, and with all due deference
to him, and without implying that he tried
to mislead the touse in any way, I am not
at all clear on it. We know that there is
certain complicated paraphernalia to be com-
plied with before that issue can be pui before
the people.

The Howe SecreTAry: Not at all—only a
petition of 10 per cemt. of the total number
of electors.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Home Sccre-
tary would not be allowed by ¢ Bung”’ to
permit that pariicular feature to exist if
there had been anything in it. Hon. mem-
bers opposite know quite well that the liquor
trade, by supporting the Goverament. know
that they have got down io a safe anchorage
and that they will be relieved from fear of
molestation for years to come. I am not
arguing whether the early-closing issue is a
right one or not. 1t is our duty to-night to
expose the Government and their shocking
incorsistency in regard to this matter.

The SEcRETARY vorR PUBLIc Laxps: You are
a judge of sitting on a fence.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Where are the sup-
poriers of prchibition to-day in the ranks of
the Labour party? We know quite well
that there are some hon. members on the
Government side who have at all hours of
the dav s ood out strenuously to support the
Government in prohibition. We know that
they are supporters of a Government who
profess to have prohibition as their ultimate
cbjective, and I do not know how they will
allow their consciences to be stultified on
this occasion, or how they will allow them-
selves to be dictated to as to what they should
do on this great guestion.

I want to ask the Government why it is
that this measure is introduced jusi prior to
the holding of the prohibition poll? Why
should not the measurc be left in aberance
until after the prohibition poll is taken?
The Government are safe in their occupancy
of the Treasury benches for three years.
Why, then, rush on with this mea=ure before
that poll is held in October? We know why.
They want to thwart the whole Issue wrapped
up 1n that poll. We know that therc are
many people in Queensland who would vote
for prohibition il the early-closing issue was
not one of the questions, and they see now
that with carly closing shortly to follow by
means of this Bill they will possibly cast
their votes for continuance.

The SecrRETARY FOR PusLic LANDS:
that be your attitude?

Will
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No. Let the Secre-
tary for Public Lands concern himself about
his own a titude. Why should this Bill be
introduced just prior to the prohibition poll,
when they have three years in which to do
it? Simply because there is another clause
in this secret compact with the licensed
victuallers' trade. They say, in effect, * You
have to stop this prohibition poll from suc-
ceeding in October next. We had a rude
shock as to the strength of the prohibitionists
in 1920. Prohibition had a much stronger
hold 1n the community than we had any idea
of. You must stop it. We helped you with
your election expenses, and did all we pos-
sibly could to advance the cause of Labour,
now you must sce we are made safe in our
trade.”” One of the conditions is that this
Bill is to be introduced before the poll takes
place. simply with the idea of thwarting the
possibility of the prohibition voic at this
forthcoming veferendum.

I have studied this amending measurc very
carefully, and if I read clause 11 rightly—I
am open to correction—I seem to see. cven
supposing this prohibition poll is carried in
Octcber next, that the machinery to give
effect *o it is nullified and withdrawn by this
amending measure. That is a matter which,
at the Committee stage of the Bill, might be
clearesd up.

The Premier: The hon. member is wrong.

Mr. ELPHINSTONT: I hope I am. 1
trust that control by the trade is not of such
a nature as to permit of the practice of
a decceit such as that would be. That is my
reading of it, but I stand open to correction.

Anctlhier point I wish to touch on is this:
Seeing you arc going to make the hours for
the sale of liquor from 8 o’clock in the morn-
ing to 8 o’cleek at night. do you not think
that it is a fair thing, if liquor can be dis-
posed of during those hours, that food should
also be available during the same hours?
Do you not think that those people who rely
more upon foodstuffs than drink for their
sustenance should have the opportunity to
buy in the zame hours as liquor is retailed
n?

A GovernMENT MEMBER: So they may.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: No, they have not.
We know that shops are compelied to close
at 6 o'clock, and we know quite well no
groceries can be purchased after that hour,
and that no bread is available after that
hour. If that is going to be the ackuow-
ledged hour during which drink is to be
obtained, why can we not be consistent and
permit these other elements towards suste-
nance io be available at the same time?

I was very amused at the reference of the
Home Scerctary—that the community cannot
be disturbed by frequent appeals. It was
only a short while ago that that was the
method which the Government party pro-
pored to put into the hands of the people of
Queensland to approve or disapprove of all
the great problems, They were going to
permit people to initiate legislation and
object tn legislation—not once in three years,
but continuously—just as frequently as they
were minded. The hon. members opposite
used this argument whenever the Initiative
and Referendum Bill was before the House.
It is remarkable how they have turned round.
When we turn up the pages of * Hansard”
of five or six years back and read the argu-
ments of hon. members opposite, one begins
to wonder what is happening in this State
of Queensland.

[U" AvgusT.]
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Some reference was made to the great cost
which these periodical referenda impose on
the people. 1 think the hon. member for
Fitzroy interjected, ‘¢ At what cost to the
licensed victuallers’ trade?”’ We know that
the licensed victuallers’ trade is spending
thousands of pounds in the directions I have
referred to in my speech by which hon. mem-
bers opposite have bencfited. Who has had
to find that money?

An Orrosrrion Mpmrer: The worker.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: The worker has to
pay. because the price of the beer of the
worker has been increased, no doubt to assist
to find the funds to keep hon. members in
office. (Government dissent.)

A Goverxyent MryBer: That is untrue.

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: It is not untrue.
The Sscrerary ror PusLic Laxps: You are
not game to say that outside.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. gentle-
man knows it is true, and I am preparcd to
¢ay it anywhere. The moneys that are con-
tributed by the licensed victuallers’ trade
towards maintaining the present Labour
Government  in pow-r and
towards the organisation to keep
prohibition  from coming inte
this State is coniributed by the worker,
who has it put on ito the price of his beer.
{ say that without any hesitation, and any
man who has followed the rise in the cost
of beer and spirits can see quite well what
has caused it.

My, Harriey: You tried to run the Rock-
hampton by-election on the rise in the price
of beer. (Interruption.) ’ :

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ELPHINSTONI: I quite expected
that my remarks would bring forth a howl
of interjections from hon. members opposite.
We have to put forth a very plain statement
in regard to the matter. The Government
have got an opportunity—

The Secrerany For PuBLic LaNDs :——

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: I invite the Secre-
tary for Public Lands to repeat that inter-
jection.

The SecrETARY roR Purnic Lanps: Did you
not try to get the job of secretary to tho
Licensed Victuallers’ Association?

Mr. BLPIIINSTONE: What was the inter-
jection you made before? You accused me
just now of mnot being brave ecnough to
speak outside. Well, I invite you to be brave
enough to speak in the House.

The SkcrETARY FOR [’UBLIC LANDS:
is the charge you made?

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE : I ask you to repeat
vour interjection across this Chamber. The
hon. wember for Normanby heard it and
breathed it into myv ear, and I ask the hon.
gentleman to repeat it.

[8 p.m.]

What

The Secrerary For Pusric Lanps: The
“rat?”

Mr. PerersoN: You are a ¢ squib.”

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Spcrerary ror PusLic Lanps: 1 will

put Brennan on to you.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: It is pretty obvi-
ous. when the Ministers adopt the methods
the Secretars for Public Lands is doing, that
they are trying to divert us from our course.
But they are not going to succeed. I wish

My, Elphinstone.]
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to expose their intention and to ascertain
whether they are being used as tools to
defeat the periodical reference of this ques-
tion to the people of Queensland. and
whether they have found it necessary to
initiate this measurc to placate the Liccnsed
Victuallers’ Association, their supporters.
OrrositioN Memsenrs: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE (dwbigny): T would also like
to congratulate the 1lome Secretary on his
able exposition of the Bill and on his very
clever attempt to cloud the issuc so that it
will be almost impossible for people to under-
stand exactly what this Bill does mean and
its purport.

The Country party look upon this as being
absolutely a non-party measure. We believe,
on a question like this, that cvery individual
should leave it to his conicience to vote as
he considers best, and we do not belicve in
any individual being tied by party chains.
One of the most remarkable things I have
seen in this ITouse during the time I have
been here has becn the galling chains that
bind a man’s convictions. I have seen a
6-o’clock measure brought into this House,
and the president of the Temperance Asso-
ciatlon voting against it because of his party
ties being stronger than his convictions, |
have seen hon. members advocating prohibi-
idon, and, when an opportunity came to
put their beliefs into conercte form. they
squibbed on it becsuse of party ties. It
is a most extraordinary position that on an
important question such as this, where the
welfare of the comrunity is at stake. people
should not be allowed to vote as they think
right and in the best interests of the com-
munity. In the Premier policy  speech
there 1s one sentence which I think is very
offective by way of criticism of the present
Bill—

¢ Fearing that under Tabour policy
there will be an end to concession-mon-
gering and less opportunity for boodling
enterprises.”’
It is evident that this Bill is an
concession-mongering.  Tho vt
ment is the res of a contyaet. It comes
from a party which has on three occasions
brought into this Iouse legislation support-
ing tho Initiation and Referendun  Bill.
Now we have the Iome Secretary coming
here to-night and saying that we are not going
to allow the people to take a vots orn a
moral quesiion like this because the cost is too
great—breause something like £25,000 weuld
be expended.

The HoME SECRETARY : Be fair! I told vou
that a poll could still be initiated the samec
as at present.

Mr. MOORE: We know perfectly well the
«conditions whicli attach to those local opiion
polls.  The Home Secretary very cicarly
explained that one poll could not be initiated
until the carlier resolution was carried.

The IToME SECRETARY: No! No! I made
it clear that that ed up to 1915, The
provision then disappeared. and under sect-
tion 175 of the present Act polls can be
initiated.

Myr. MOORE: In 1920 the Government
brought in a measurc to allow the people to
have a voice regarding what action they con-
sidered Dbest.  In 1923 thev are bringing in
another amending Bill wiping out the con-
cession given to the people in 1820, on the
plea that the cxpense is too great. I think

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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the whole position is rather farcical. The
people should have an opportunity to express
their views. The Ilome Secrctary of the day,
the present Secrctary for Public Instruction,
when introducing the Initiation and Refer-
endum Bill, stated that he recognised that
this was the one question on which the people
should have an opportunity to express their
views. Now, whin the opportunity is coming,
this provision is going to be done away with,
and an emasealated Bill sach as this is brought
in.  Why shounld not the people have an
sorinnivy 2 When the 6 o'clock closing
waz first mooted people were vigorous in this
State and presentsd petitions to the Premier.
What bavpened? The Premier pointed out
an every oceision that he was bringing in an
Initiative and Referendum Bill to allow them
to have a voice. We remember that exciting
time whon the last peiition went in.  No one
knows whore it ween to.

Mr. WinsTaNLEY : You said that it went to
the Home Otfice.

Mr. MOORE: It was never found out

where 1t wens to. - The Home Secretary never
—the whole public service was searching
b Woe knew that a petition was presented
and thut 1o disappeared.
The Tiowr SEecrETARY : Didn't the former
o omber for Dravton mioke an expiana-
ion to this Ilouse that he had made a mis-
tafemon 7

Mr. MOORE: The former hor. member
for Dvasion vever had anything o do with
15 at ail, and he vever made such o statement
that I know ol However, the question of that
potition 3 past. and what we are dealing with
to-day is w Bill which has been brought in as
a resuit of a contract, and 1 think the people
should bave a voice as to what bour should

-

Con i thr suggested carly ciosing. 1
bliev 1 the peonie hasing a volee on a
question suen ws this, and, if 1 believed 1n

pronibition, T would have the courage to
vote for it whether it was agaiust the party
wizh o not. Put I do not believe in pro-
hibirion, beeause 1 do not think it has proved
a success in those places where it has been

You con secarch the Bible [rom
:is to Rewelation, and you will find

only one man wno ever asked for a drink
of water, and he was in Hell. 1 do
believe in temperance, and I do believe
in early closing; and I believe that the
propie should have an oppertuniry of say-
ing what they desire in thiz reegard.

cannot understand the voite face on the part

of the Govermnent in going back on their
own policy on a question such as this. There
is no explanation for i, Nothing would

acconnt for it except one thing. We krow
that thers woald never have been any ques-
tion of 8 till 8 if it were not for the last poll
when  the prohibitionists  sccured such  a
wonderful vote. We know that the licensed
victaallers never suggested at that time any
reduction in hours until that vote was taken;
ret, when it comes to a question of a redue-
{ion in the hours, we {ind that the proposal
comes {rom the licensed victuallers them-
selves.  Why?  Because they want early
closing? No; but to protect themselves and
to protect their trade; and they have a
Government supine enough to make a com-
pact with them. T think 8 to 8 are very
rood hours, but 1 do think the people should
have an opportunity of expressing  their
desires on a question such as this.
Mr. Prase: What about Emu Park?
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Mr. MOORX: I think the less said about
Hmu Park the better. We have had sup-
porters of the Labour party in this State
going round and giving away State sccrets
in regard to some of the money paid in
connection with these interests. I remcember
Mr. Dawson, a member of the Wharf
Labourers’ Union, being very emphatic in
his objection to some of the money paid by
these interests.  That was at the time the
beer strike was on. I am not concerned
about that, but I am concerned about this
Bill. The people should be given an oppor-
wnity to express their views on a moral
question such as this, which has to do with
the uplift of humanity and the welfare of
the community. The Government themsclves
recognise that, and, if they were not bound,
as apparently they are, to bring in a Bill
such as this, we would have that opportunity.
This is one reason why I am sorry the
Tnitiative and Referendum Bill did not pass.

Mr. 1lamrmrEv: You voted against the
Initiative and Referendum Bill.

Mr. MOORE: I opnosed it for the very
same reason that the Minister gave to-night
—because the cxpense was too great, and
Decause 01 many questions the people have
not erough information to vo.e intelligently.
Be it is too great for trivial questions; but
there are a few questions in regard to which
it ie worth the expense to get a true reflex
of public opinion. I do not intend to take
up any great length of time on this Bill
beeanse——ro

Mr. Bruce:
against i

Mr. MOORE: 1 saw by to-day’s * Stan-
Jard 7 thet the hon. wember for Kennedy
was approached by ‘the president of the
commitice appointed to do propaganda work
in connestion with prohibition. I do not
kiow hew he will salve his counscience on
the question before the House. If he believes
in prohibition, I cannot understand why he
suppoits a Bill such as this, which 1s only
zoing to limit the hours. I would person-
ally vote for prohibition rather than have
coptinuanee on present lines,

Mr. Pgasi: You have a very weak mind

Mr. MOORE: There are thousands of
people in the same position that I am in
The Government are bringing In this mea-
sure hectuse thev recognise that it is going
to affect thousands of votes, because the
people are disgusted at the way the trade
15 heing carried on. The Home Secretary
said we had one of the most stringent Acts
in Auvstralia. So we have, and we have oue
of the most looscly administered Acts.

The TloMe SecrETARY : That is not right.

Mr. MOORT: It is right. You find
licensed vieiuallers in Victoria endeavouring
to carry out the provisicns of the Act, and
vou find them endeavouring to heln the
Government to carry out the Act. What do
vou find in Queensland? You find that some
of the greatest trade done in many of the
hotels is done on Sundays.

Mr. Krrwan: Where?

Mr. MOORE: You will find it anywhere
vou like to go.

Mr. KIRwaN:
ment.

Mr. MOORE: It is a sweeping statement.

The Howw SEcRETARY : That is a reflection
on the police.

You have nothing to say

That is a sweeping state-

[1 Avgust.]
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Mr. MOORE: It is not a reflection on
the police. If the police were instructed by
the Government to see that the provisions of
the Act were carried out, they would do it.

The Houe Secrerary: The police should
do that without instructions.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: What about the case
at Sandgato?

Mr. MOORE: When they do secure a
charge the Government will not back them
up.

The Tlome SecrETARY: I defy you to show
that the Home Office, during the regime of
this Government, has ever stopped one case
brought up by a constable. There have been
cight prosccutions in my own clectorate since
I have been Minister.

Mr MOORE: The Justice Department
is the department I am referring to as stop-
ping prosecutions from going on—not the
Ilome Seceretary’s Department at all.

Mr. Prasg: In North Quecnsland the police
officers initiate prosecutions themselve:.

Mr. MOORE: I am very glad they do.

Mr, Warrex: They did at Sandgate.

Mr. MOORYT: T have my own convictions,
and [ have scen it occur. It is no good
prople coming here and waying that is not
the case. because it is.  Nothing will make
me withdraw thot statement. hecause [ have
coen it cecur invself. and hon. members in
their hearts know that it is so.

My, HArRTLiY : You cannot take the Oakey
“ pub? as a sample for the whole of Queens-
lanid.

MOORT: I have never been in the
v “ pub” on Sunday, and know nothing
about it.

The Houe Secrerary: That is the hotel
where you got your experience.

Mr. MOORE: I understand that a special
effort was maide to catch a certain hotel
beeguse it was thought political eapita! could
be made out of it at clection time. That is
quite possible.

The 1Iovr Secrerary : That is the reason
advaneed for the withdrawal of the prosecu-
tion. which was not acceded to.

Mr. Voweres: They gave you every oppor-
tunits when you were speaking.

Mr. MOORE: I am quite prepared to sup-
port this Bill, because I recognise that it 1s
a measure which is going to be for the benefit
of the State. Personally, I do not think
that anv mcasure which is going to close
hotels all over the State at the one time is
going 1o be quite fair to the whole State,
as diffcrent conditions apply in different
places.

The HoMe SECRETARY : It is a very difficult
problem.

Mr. MOORE: T know it is difficult, but
we know perfectly well that what applies in
large towns does not apply in country dis-
tricts where people have to travel long dis-
tances. TH my mind. it would be preferable
if a vote as to the time of closing could be
iaken in the local option areas. We would
then know the desires of the people who live
in those areas. Whatever happens you can-
not frame a law that will be cquitable and
just so far as the whole of Quecensland is
concerned. It must inflict a hardship on a
laree number of people who live under
different conditions altogether to the people

Mr. Moore.]

Mer.
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in Brisbane. In country districts, where
people have to travel about, and in some
occupations also, it is necessary for the people
to get stimulants when they finish their
work, and if in those outside districts it is
possible to have a different hour of closing
to what it is in the large contres of popula-
tion, it will be a great advantage. 1 see
great difficulties in providing for that; but,
if it could be done, it would be of great
assistance. I am preparved to accept this
Bill as a palliative, as I recognise that it
goes some way towards a better condition of
affairs.

Mr. Coruins: A palliative! How far
would you go?
Mr. MOORE: I would go as far as the

people want to go. If a majority want 6
o’clock closing, they should have 6 oclock
closing. If they want 7 o’clock closing, they
shouid have 7 o’clock closing; and if they
want 9 o'clock closing they should have 9
o’clock closing. And if they want total pro-
hibition ‘hey should have it.
that cither in a State poll or a local option
poll.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Do you thirk it is a fair thing that, while
the poor man is not able to get a drink,
the well-to-do man should be able to store
it in his house?

Mr. MOORE : That is the old trivial argu-
ment of endcavouring to inflame class-con-
sciousness in regard to a question like this
by trring to make out that a rich man can
get a drink when a poor man cannot. It is
nne of the trivial arguments which are alwavs
brought up on such a question as this. If
it is a good thing that the peopla should
kave hotels closed at a certain hour, *<hether
a man is rich or poor, it is a good thing
that the people should have an cpportunity
to vote on it

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): It has been said
oy many leaders of political partics that the
(zovernment who were game enough to tackle
the liquor question generally brought defeat
upon themselves. That was so in 1912, when
the then Government, led by Mr. Denham,
decided to bring in a certain measure of
liquor reform.  Although Mr. Denham was
henest in expressing his convictios, and
endeavoured to do what he thought was
right, he found by experience that he nleased
reither pargy—neither the * Bung” party
nov the temperance party  After the measure
became law, the leader of the liquer party
in this State. Mr. Peter Murphy, was 1nter-
viewed in  Svdney, and he stated that,
although wun to that time he had been a
supporter of the then Government. he and
his partv—that is the liquor trad-—would
do all they possibly could, by the use of
money and political support, to sceure the
defeat of the Denham (Government. The
Bill was introduced in 1911 and withdrawn,
and it did not come forward again vnti} 1912,
The very first clection after the Bill became
law the Denham Government were defeated
with the assistance of the licensed victnallers
«nd the liguor trade. Not only were the
Denham Government | defeated  with  the
assistance of the liquor trade, but they were
also defeated bv the assistance of the temper-
ance party, simply because the temperance
party at that time was not satisfied with
certain steps in the reform of the liquor
trade, and by a combination of the forces of
the temperance party and the liquor party,
they succecded in defeating the Denham

[My. Moore.
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Government and in putting the Labour party
on the Treasury benches. The temperance
party thought that, when the Labour Govern-
ment got into power, they would get a
greater measure of liquor reform. I claim
that, if there is any party which should
endeavour o see that the worker spends as
Jittle money as possible in the consumption
of aleoholic liquors, it should be that which
represents the worker.

The HoME SECRETARY :
that.

Mr. MORGAN: I claim that a rich man
can perhaps afford to spend £5 or £6 a week
in liquor, but a working man can only
afford to spend 5s. a week. which could be
much better spent for his wife and family.
T do not know what the Mirister thinks. He
is an expersnced man in this vespect; he is
ras what may be termed a ¢ wowser.” T have
never been a teetotaller in my life.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did youw
ever get “ shikkered’?

Mr. MORGAN: Not to my knowledge.
(Laughter.) I claim from actual experienci
that the less a man spends in strong drink
the better it is for himself and for all those
cennected with him. Anything that a Govern-
ment can do—more especially a Government
representing the working classes—to vprevent
the expenditure of huge sums of mouey on
the consumption of strong drink, the more
Leneficial it will be to the class which they
alloge they are representing 1n Parliament.
The temperance party placed their faith in
the Labour Government, thinking that that
Government would bring about the reform
which they honestlv and conscientiously think
ehiould be brought abous in our Stata; but
they find to-day that the faith which they
placed in the Labour Government has been
wisplaced. The Labour Government have not
cnly sold the temperance party, bui they
have sold themselves to the ¢ Bung ” party.

That 1s

This Bill will do

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
nGt true.

Mr. MORGAN : We have evidence of that
in the introduction of this measure. We know
that the licensed victuallers—or the  Bung ™’
party—have accumulated funds for the pur-
pose of helping political parties which are
prepared to give a quid pro quo for the
money which the licensed victuallers are pre-
pared to grant. Undoubtedly the presenr
Premier, when he made the speech m 1911
which has been read out by the deputy ieader
of the United party, stated what he thcught
vwas honest and true. The language he used
in that specch was thoroughly considered
before he gave expression to it. His con-
ciusion was that the liguor party wers pre-
pared to spend money i assist their cause.
snd were alwavs successful in winning any
buttle they were engaged in  The liquor
party have undoubtedly succeeded in obtain-
iz the support of the Government in con-
nection with the introduction of this measure.
Weo found chroughout the war thui it was
theught by the great statesmen of ths world
that there should be some way of lessening
the amount of drink which was being con-
svmed. In almost cvery part of the world
there was a reduction in the hours for sale
of liquor during the war period, while
Queensland, represented by a Labour Govern-
ment, stood out. A Labour Governmet were
in powee in New South Wales, and they
theught 1t advisable to bring about a reduc-
tion of the hours for sale of liquor. 'The
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Minister’s only argument for closing botels
at 8 o’clock was the fact that the rich man
could have a drink

The HoxE SECRETARY: No.

Mr. MORGAN: And that the worker
~ould not get a drink.

The HoME SECRETARY :
o’clock proposal would
of the people.

Myr. MORGAN: You
man would be able to
the poor man would not.

The HoMe Secrerary: I did not.
wrong.

Mr. MORGAN: The Labour party in New
South Wales did not oppose the Government
of the day in regard to the action which
brought 6 o’clock closing into operation there.
In fact, the Labour partic; supported the
Governments in the other States in regard
to 6 o’clock closing, recognising the fact that
it gave the people ample time in which to
get the drink which they desired. I think
that the people should be trusted in such
a matter as this. One of the principal
veasons why the Labour Government have
reached the position they are in to-day is
the fact that one of the election cries of
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan was that they
were prepared to trust the people. Yet

to-day we find that the Labour

[8.30 p.m.] party holds altogether different

views. The pcople desire early
closing, and they should  be consulted.
Whether they desire 6 o’clock or 8 o’clock
should be left to the peonle—not to the men
engaged in the liquor trade. Undoubtedly,
the Government have introduced this measure
bafore the poll is taken in October hecause
thousands and thousands of people agree
with the leader of the Country party when
he said that, If the hours of drinking were
not reduced, he would go for prohibition.
The liquor party have their organisers
throughout the length and breadth of thae
country with the object of ascertaining the
views of the people. and they know that
they are going to gain thousands of votes
against prohibition if the hours of trading
are reduced and fixed from 8 in the morning
till 8 at night. Tt is for that recason that
the compart was entered into between the
present Administration and the liquor party
before the recent electiors. What has been
the result? Again the Government, with the
assistance of the liquor trade, have won the

1 said that the 8
gain the sympathy

said that the rich
get a drink where

You are

fight against the temperance party. 1 am
not altogether sorry for the temperance
party. It scrves them right. Ther were

not satisfied with gradual reform or with the
honest endeavours of the late Denham
Government.  They transferred their affec-
tions, and they have been sold.  So I say,
“ Serve them right.”” I do not believe in any
party, whether it be the temperance party
or the liquor party, entering into a compact
and scllire themselves for a reward at a
later period. Just as the liquor party were
able to buv the Government, so did the tem-
perance party sell themselves to the Govern-
ment. I have no sympathy with those who
have been connceted with the temperance
movement. because a great number have used
their temperarce views to help the system
which nlared the present Government on the
Treasury benches.

Mr. Prase: Do not forget that the Premier
made this prominent in his policy speech.

[1 Avaust.]
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Mr. MORGAN: We know what happened
at Emu Park. One vote was carried and
somebody moved an amendment. It seemed
to be a general tug-of-war between the
temperance representatives and those who
were there to represent ¢ Bung.” And
again ‘* Bung’’ won. ‘ Bung ” always wins.
“Bung ” won at Emu Park, and it won
at the recent elections, It cannot be denied
that in the suburbs of Brisbane the Nationa-
list party had to fight the liquor trade.

Mr. Harriey: You tried to win the by-
election at Rockhampton by promising cheap
beer for the workers. You attacked us for
putting up the price of the workers’ beer.
’(Ih}ilt is how your leader tried to win that
ight, :

Mr. MORGAN: Ever since 1911 I have
voted and spoken on this question as my
conscience directed, and I intend to continue
that policy, even though I be the only one
to vote for an amendment I may sec fit to
move. This is a matter altogether separate
and distinct from politics. It affects the
future generations of Australia, our children
and our,children’s children. Neither money
nor fear of losing a scat in Parliament nor
any other emolument should in any way
deter a man from doing his duty and acting
just as his conscience dictates. I have spent
my life in all parts of Australia, and I am
the father of a fairly large family, and I
intend on this matter fearlessly to do just
as my conscicnce dircets. In 1911 and 1912
T advoeated—not prohibition but a measure
of abolition of spirituous liquors and the
introduction of light wines and becrs. The
temperance party unfortunately want the
whole hog or nothing. Well, they will go on
and get nothing.

Mr. HarrLpy: They will go on and get
the whole hog.

Mr. MORGAN: Liquor has been in use
for many, many gencrations—for many cen-
turies—yet an cndeavour has been made by
a scetion of the community to introduce what
thev regard as a reform for Wwhich the time
will not be ripe for fifteen or twenty years
iIn my opinion that reform should be a
gradual process. The drink that docs the
greatest amount of damage is no doubs
spirituous liquor, and, if we prevent its
mannfacture, importation, or sale, and sell
only light wines and beers, gradually the
people will forget its taste; they will not
acquire the habit of drinking it, or know
what benefit or what harm may accrue from
its consumption. I am sure that no man
ever drank the first glass of whisky or brandy
—or even the sccond or third—because it
tasted nice. It is a habit which is acquired
bv a gradual process: it grows upon one.
The result is that after the consumption of
spirituous liquors for a numkber of years one
feels that he cannot do without it, just as an
oninm smoker, after indulgirg in opium
smoking for a considerable period, finds that
he cannot live without opium. So anything
we can do to prevent strong liquor getting
into the hands of the young peonle will do
o considerable amount of good. Some people
argue that the continued sale of strong drink
is necessary, because otherwise a number of
people will die or take to the use of “ dope.”
When people cannot live without strong
drink or the use of a substitute in the shape
of “dope.” the quicker they shuffle off this
mortal coil the better.

Mr. Morgan.]
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It is far better to clean up the country
and be rid of a curss of that description,
rather than allow it to continue for all time
a temptation that will cause the rising
generation to become addicted to strong
drink.  As the Country party have decided
that each man may spcak and vote as he
desires, I hepe the same liberty will be
allowed to hon. members opposite. I hope
the hon. member for Bowen will vote just
as his conscience dictates,

Mr. Cotirxg: I will vote according to the
Labour party’s platform.

Mr. MORGAN: In 1911, when the Liquor
Act Amendment Bill was before this House.
a resolution was moved by the Labour party
favouring the nationalisation of the liquor
trade. The nationalisation of that trade
has now been thrown overboard.

Mr. IHarmey: No. it is in the platform
now.

Mr. CosteLno: It is a long way down.

Mr Harriey: No.

Mr. MORGAN: The Labour party have
been in power for eight years, yot thoy have
done nothing to achicve the uationalisation
of the trade.

Mr. CorLixs: We established the Babinda
State Hotel; that was the first step.

Mr. MORGAN: An explanation was given
by the ITome Sceretary with regard to future
polls. I feel sure that duriug the hon.
gentleman’s speech the issue was clouded.
We realise that certain districts may take
a poll; in fact, the whole of the clectorates
in Queensland may decide {o take a poll
u_mlor certain conditions. It mav be pos-
sible for three-fourths or four-fifths of the
nloct(_)mi~‘s, or cven all the electorates but
one i Quecnsland, to vote on the question
of total prohibition. That one electorats
wmay not be able to get the required number
of signatures for the petition. Therefore
the vote is only taken with respect to cach
~lectorate that sends in a petition in accord-
wee with the Aet. That is quite a different
poll from the poll to be taken in October
next. The Minister did not make that clear.

The Howg Secmrerany: I said that a poll
could be taken by some of the people of
Queensland, or by the whole of the peopie
of Queensland.

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister did not
make it clear. Ile gave us to understand
that the polls that would be taken after the
poll to be taken in October—provided this
Bill becomes Jaw-—would be similar in every
way to the poll to be taken in October next.

The Houe SEcrETARY: No.

Mr. MORGAN : If this Bill becomes law
and a prohibition poll is taken. it is only
neccssary for the licensed victuallers to
sucered in one electorate to prevent a poll
being taken to apply to the whole of Queens.
land. A poll for the whole of Queensland
can only be taken when the provisions of
the Act are complied with in every elec-
torate. The Minister endcavoured to make
us believe that by doing away with the right
to take a poll such as is to be taken in
October next he was not interfering with
the people who desired eventually to bring
ubout prohibition.

The Hove SecreEraRY : No.

[(Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN: I am pleased* to know
now how we stand. 1 looked through the
Act very carofully, and I fcund that the
position with regard to the polls was very
different from what the Minister told us.

The THowg SECrReTARY: You read the Act,
and then read my speech to-morrow.

Mr. MORGAN: I listened to the hon.
gentleman’s speech very carefully. I con-
gratulate him on almost succceding in con-
vincing this side of the lJlouse that there
was really no harm being done by the aboli-
tion of the prohibition polls. 1 intend to
declare my position on this Bill cluuse by
clawse.  Just what amendments are going
to be moved I do not know. Just what
cvents may occur I do not know., 1 am
going to exercise my own judgment and
be absolutely responsible for what I do
niyself,

TTox. W . BARNES (Wwnnum): I think
that cvers hon. member must admit that the
cuestion  irfore us is an important one.
We have no right to treat it lightly. I anti-
ipate that, if bon. members on either side

ci
were sanaalted as to their own private con-
victions, it woenld be found that the differ-
cnees of opinion would be very great on
both sides.

Mr. Drwstax: Youn attend to your own
side.

Mox. W. I1. BARNES: I know what

human noture iz, and I koow what influences
are brought to bear. I say that this subject
isoone which men con-clentiously differ.
I am uot goinz to sit on the rail.  The
House will at least kpow where 1 stand
in connection with the matter. When the
prohibition poll comes on in October, I
shall vete for prohibition.  In connection
with this measure I shall certainly vote for
its sccord reading, because I consider that
any step that goes in the direction of redue-
ing the evil which exists to-day in connec-
tion with this particular traffic 1s onc which
we should rapport until something better
comes along.

Mr. Duxstan: You are following us step
by step.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not desivous
of fellowing the hon. member step by step.
Before 1 =it down I shall say some things of
a very critical nature in conncction with this
Bill. I know that many hon. members will
disagree with the ut:crances that I am about
to make. Speaking with regard to that
trade which supplies the ordinary necessaries
of life. T am not in sympathy with any man
who sugegests that any trade shonld have its
hours extended 1o 8 o'clock 1f this Bill pro-
vidirg for 8 o'clock closing becomes law.
That would be o distinetly retrograde step
in our life. I do not believe in that. This
Bill does something which goes in the diree-
tHon of rumesing temptation from that which
wo value, and value infensely—the young
manhocd of our Sate. T am not going to
suy that cvery man who takes drink is likely
to @0 to ruin. That would be a statement
which 1o man has a right to make in this
House,  Seme of my best friends would
differ abso'utely from me there. I have to
extend to them what T claim for myscli—the
right of conseience in the matter. I do say.
and say carnestly, that there are many men
to-dav who, as a result of the ability to get
intoxicants at 11 o'clock at night, have abzo-
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tutely been driven to the devil. A man who
says that nced not be designated as a
“ wowser.” 1 do not say vou will find it in
all hotels—I have no right to make a general
charge against hotel-kecepers—some of them
are just as good as I am—but, if you go
down the street just as the hotels are
closing, you will find youne fellows of wnine-
teen ci twenty years of age coming out of
the public bars the last thing. Will any man
say that that is good for the community?
No man will. To myv judgment, it is very
bad. No man can be charged with looking
at the ques ion from oue standpoint. The
asset of our young manhoed is most impor-
tant for the State. (Hear, hear!) The phy
cal side is one we want to look after. There-
fore I am prepared to vote for this Bill; but
if au amendment is moved for 6 o'clock
closing, I am going to vote for i'. it does not
matter where it comes from. This is not a
party measure, and should not be treated as
a party measure. It is something bigger than
party, and no man should be confined to
party in dealing with it.

There are one or two clauses in the Bill
that I wizh to deal with. The Minister is
quite right in saying that clubs should not
have any special advantage over hotels. 1
belonz to a club, but why should a man
who belongs to a eclub have ar advantage
which the hotel-keeper has not? You must
have a law which is fair all round. otherwire
vou arc petvalising a section of the com-
munity. 1 would not call that an advantage
although some people would. Do the ri
thing. The Minister has also said that the
adminis ration of the Act has always beon
carried cut. so far as he was concernod. in a
strictly 1mpartial manner. 1 reminded the
Ministey by interjection that, at any rate,
even supposing a imaz in a very high plece—
even a  himister of the Crown—has been
caught breaking the Jaw on Sunday, he should
be punizhed. . i

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Was he punished?

Hox. W. II. BARNES: I do not know
whether he was or not.  fie -hould be pun-
ished by the court for doing semething which
was VVI’Ung.

The Howe Sreretamry: How can that be a
proof of maladministration?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: A legislator should
set an example #s to what should be done
in the community.

A Govezxment MEMBER : You are spoiling
your argumeit,

The IToMme Spcrerany: Fow can vou say
the administration is at fault if the man was
caught and punished?

Mr. Mfoore: Didn’t you punish the police-
man who caught him? (Taughter.)

Hon. W. H. BARNES : What ahout clee-
tion time, when the hotels in Rockh: mpton
were supposed to be closed? What did you
do when you found that certain hotels there
were carrying on a trade brisker than on
any other day in the week?

The HoME SecRETARY: That is a refleciicn
on the police.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The fact remains
that the Government have not carried out
the Act as it ought to be earvied out. The
Home Secrotary, in introducing the Bill, said
that the Government were not intercsted in
a certam section of the people, but he will

[1 Avaust.]
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tell me broadiy that they are intercsted in
all scetions of the people.
The Foue SECRETARY : No speeial scetion.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I hold in my hand
a copy of “The State Service,” the official
organ of the Public Service General Officers’
Association of Queensland. 1 no.ice indica-
tions of some influence at work in conncetion
with certain printed matter which. I suppose,
bas been well paid for. The date of the
publication is Wednesday. 168th July, 1923,
volume xii. This is headed, ¢ Scandals of
Prohibition.”

Mr. Bruck: What does it mean?

Hox W. H. BARNES: It mecans that
ihere has been influenee at work to get at
the Government.

A Gover

Mr, Wer

The Home SecrETARY: Do you say that is
a Government publication?

Hox. W. I1. BARNES: I say, at ang rate,
that it is full of Governmeut advertis:ments,
and it is apparent that meney has been spent
in thas particular direction.  What are some
other headings in it?  © Sonetity of Woman-
heod Vidtated by Prohibition”;  “ Cost to
the People at Everybedy's Elbow.”

Tho liowm SECRETARY :
oue side should advertise?

Hox., W. 1I. DARNES: No; both sides
kave the right to advertise; but in a paner
that to somo extent is a (overnmoent one
there should bhe =bsolute impartiality. We
kpow very well that the Goverment are in
5 pesition to control publications of that
fand.

Mr. Kirwan: Nothing of the kind.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister said
that he had considered all seetions.  He told
us what he thought 6 o'clock clesing might
mean. what 8 o clock closing might mean,
and what 9 o'cleck closing might mean. 1
would ask him whrther, in the consideraiion
of these matters, there weas anyone at his
<tbow to help him consider them?

ENT MEMBER : Nonsense!
That is a paid advertisement.

Do you say only

Mr. Porrock : Oh, give us your arguments.
The Howt ]
a full party mecting, where all the various
advocates gave cxpression to their opinions.

Hox. W. II. PARNES: I can understand
and recognize that whn ore knows ho
members oppesite. The Minister said there
has heen a demand for shorter hours. I
Poliove there haw  The dimand for shovter
hours is beirg recognised. and wisely so. by
the trade, and quite probably thev encouraged
the Minister to come along with an am.nd-
ment.

The Howg SecreraRy: You know thaty the
arvendment was carried by the highest tri-
bunal of this party.

Tlon. W. 11, BARNES: T know that some
resolutions were carried at the highest tribunal
of the party opposite. and they are busied
alecady, as they are afraid to trot them out.

I want especially to deal with the

[9 p.m]

question of the October poll. The

Minister was peorfectly right in
saylng that in 1925 a vote would be talken,
and everr third year thercafter. But does
the HJome Secretary recognise how it appeals
to some of us here? We say that, so far as
untrammelled referenda are concerned, the

’ Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

p SEcrETARY @ It was considered at
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poll in October is to end them. We say
that this measure will influence the vote of
the man who may be satisfied with shorter
hours, and may not want prohibition.

The HomE SECRETARY: Do you think he
should be compelled to vote for prohibition?

Honx. W. H. BARNES: I do not think
any man should be asked to vote against his
convictions, but the effeet of this measure
will be to jeopardise very largely the prohibi-
tion vote.

Mr. ForeY : Thoy must have a weak cause.

Mr. HartiEY: Do you not think it might
~ strengthen the prohibition vote?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: 1 have said I shall
vote prohibition, and I hope the hon. member
for Titzroy is right in saying that this will
strengthen the prohibition vote, but my
opinion is that it will not strengthen the vote
for prohibition. If we are right in thinking
that strong influences are behind the Govern-
ment, I want to ask what may be the fate
of the 1925 poll. Would the party sitting
opposite not undertake that there shall not be
a poll in 1925 if the powers behind them say
that such a course must be taken?

The HoMe SEcreTARY: I will give you an
assurance on that.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man’s assurance may he very good so far as
he is concernad. If it is a question of avoirdu-
pois and geniality, it is very good indeed.
While I accept his word fully, I know that
sometimes an assurance has been given with
regard to certain things and it has been
broken absolutely because there have been
powers behind dominating the party. The
glome Scerotary knows that is the case to-

ay.

I was very much surprised to hear a refer-
ence made to the cost to the State. The hon.
member for Fitzroy wanted to know some-
thing about the cost to the other people,
and rightly so. But what is the cost fo the
Btate if it is going to improve the position
of the people generally? Have we not. with-
out any hesitation whatever, spent heaps of
money on things which have been absolutely
detrimental to the best interests of the State?

The Houe SECRETARY :
turmoil.

Hon. W. 1I. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man argued that the polls cause continuous
turmoil.  Supposing prohibition is lost in
October. T do not think it would be a fair
thing  to revive the question in elghteen
mounths, or to take further action until a
reasonable time had clapsed. If the poll
should go the other way, I think that it would
pot be a fair thing to revive the question in
cighteen months.  In that respect I agree
with the Home Sccretarv. But I do not agree
with the hon. gentleman’s endeavour to please
both parties. I want to know whers the
democracy of the Government has gone. They
are proposing to remove from the people the
right to take an untrammelled vote after
October next. Is it the democracy they
exhihited in connection with the abolition of
the Upper House, when they appealed to the
people, and when the people turned them
down, they said, “ Our democracy is to have
our own way irrespective of the people.” Here
we have a Government who entered into
power on the cry of democracy, and they

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

It causes continual
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are going to remove the unt_rammel}ed right
of the people to vote on this question after
Qctober next.

Mr. PorrLock: The people have approved
of our policy and disapproved of yours.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is not so.

Mr. PorLock: That is why you are not
over here.

HonN. W. II. BARNES: T say that we are
face to face with one of the biggest qucstions
that Queensland and the whole world has
to face, and the Government are afraid to
irust the people on it. After October next
they say they ar2 not going to trust them any
longer.

Mr. PorLock: You never even tried it in
over ten yeurs.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Yes; we started
a movement making provision for taking a
vote in the direction of reforming the liquor
trade, as we started every other reform for
the benefit of Quecensland: and the Labour
party now claim the credit for it all. 1
purpose voting for the second reading of this
Bil; but, if an amendment is moved in the
divection of 6 o’ciock closing, 1 will vote for
it.

Mr. HARTLEY
quote the lines

“ Though the mills of God grind slowly,
Yet they grind cxceeding small;

Though with patience He stands wait-
ing, *

With cxactness grinds He all,”
they would express what I think about the
introduction of this moasure. I suppose
everybody has recognised that in the progress
of reform and of a great movement there is
an ¢bb and a flow, and my personal opinion
is that this is the ebb fide so far as temper-
ance reformers are concerned in connection
with this measure. Perhaps it might be
legitimately urged that, having failed on
onc occasion and with an opportunity of
shortly teking another poll, it is justifiable
to remove from the Liquor Act the provi-
sion for taking a poll on prohibition. While
I conform to the expressions of opinion of
the majority of this party, I personally
eoxpress disappointment at the impatience of
the Government in sceing that reform further
contested.  As a temperance reformer I do
not stand as a fanatic, and I do not stand
as a man who does not know anything about
the vicious effcets of aleohol on the human
body or on the race. Though I may come
of a family somec of whose members have
been noted for their temperance habits, I
do not suppose vou could name many fgmllles
m Australia where in some gencration or
another the vicious effects of alcohol have
not been felt, and, when I speak about the
cffects of alechol, I know from personal
cxperience what it leads to, and what a
great thing will be accomplished when once
and for all the possibility of a man damag-
ing his physique and his mental powers
by the use of alcohol is removed. I have
had in my own life and in my own experience
between the ages of cighteen and twenty-six
or twenty-seven a knowledge of what it is
to be beaten by King Alecohol, and I am
very glad to say, further, that I have had
the very pleasurable experience of krow-
ing what 1t is to gain a victory over the
craving for King Aleohol, for I know it

(Fitzroy): I think if T
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is bought at great cost. In the case of some
men with a hereditary craving which has
heen passed on for generations it is a miracle
if they can be ‘(‘(,(40(,111(’61 and enabled to live
as God Almighty meant men to live, and
not debase themselves with the use of aleohol.
I am not sawng anything about the man
who can use aleohol t(\mpuately Such men
are very few and far betwcen, and I say,
for the sake of the great majority who cannot,
ase  aleohol tempuratdlv and for the sake
of the great number who, step by step, are
being destroyed by it, that I still stand as a
solid advocate of prohibition, While the
~limination of the poll in October next may
have a chance of affecting the result in one
way, it is like everything else either in
nature or in politics, it has a compensating
side to it, and the message that I want to
send out through the columns of the Press
and through ¢ Hansard” on the question is
this: There is an opportunity in October
of this vear that may not come to you
again. Grasp it now. Make this the last
time that any Bill dealing with this specific
traffic will ever come before the Parliament
of the State. Although in the Labour plat-
form there ts a method by which another
poll may be taken, no one can tell, after
the poll is taken in October, when another
opportunity may be given, or when this
reform may be brought about, so that the
effect T hope the elimination of this poll will
have on the pcople of Quecensland will be
that they will rally to the poll in such num-
hers as to make sure that prohibition is
carried, and then there will never be any
further need for this House again to deal
with the liquor trade in Quecnsland.

There is the other point as regards the
hours of sale, from 8 till 8. Speaking per-
sonally, I do unot care whether it is from
6.55 in the morning €11l 10.45 at night or
whether it is any other time. Tight till
eight will do me as well as any cther hours.
Whenever the 6 o’clock clozing question has
come up for discussion in this Fouse I have
opposed it and spoken against it on nearly
cevery cecasion  The only occasion on which
I ever raised my voice ior 6 o'clock closing
was when the Initiative and Ref erendum Bill
was before the Tlousc. and I spoke in favour
of accepting the then existing 6 o’clock clos-
ing petition as a petition under that Bill,
and it was so accepted.  If it had not been
for the attitude of hon. members opposite
and of the Legislaiive Council, which was
then 1in ecxistence. in connection with the
Tnitiative and Referendum Bill there would
have been no need to malke provision in the
Liquor Aet for a prohibition poll, and there
would not have been any nced for regret if
it was taken out, bocause. under the Initia-
tive and Referendum 1371 theve would have
been amuvle oprortunitc to ke o vote on
apy particular phase of the lquor question—
whether it waz for 6 o’clock closing or for
closing at any other hour. The blame for not
having that opportunity must rest with hon.
members opposite and their supporters in the
Legislative Council because of the bitter way
in which on every occasion, although the
Government were in the majority, they
fought the Initiative and Referendum Bill,
and the way hon. members opposite induced
their friends in the Legislative Council to
defeat it.

Mr Moreaxn :
it now?

Why den’t you go on with

[1 Aucusrt.]
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Mre. HARTLEY : I hope that In our own
xood time it will be gone on with.

Mr. CosreLro: What about the contribu-
tions to your party funds?

Mr. HARTLIEY: As regards the insinua-
tion that any money has been sent to this
party for the purpose of fighting an election,
1 want to say to the hon. member and to the
Licensed Victuallers’ Association that, if
they want to send me any money for politi-
=l purposes to secure my return for the
1itzroy [ will accept it. (Opposition laughter.)
I do not know whether they subscribed to
any party funds for me, but, if they did, I
am very much obliged to them. As rega,rds
future no]la under the local optlon provi-
sions of the Aect, T know that in 1925 a poll
can be taken in cox’mxn areas on the question
of new licenses or prohibition, but the differ-
cnce between that poll and this Bill is that
it requires three-fifths of the voters voting
to carry that poll. I have not heard hon.
members opposite offer any suggestion to
remedy the position as regards prohibition,
and, with the exception of the hon. member
for Wynnum, I have yet to learn that any
of them are genuine advocates of prohibition.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I do not think
that this i1s an occasion when we should be
delivering testimonies or offering apologies
for our past conduct in connection with
our legislat'on regarding the liquor trade.
We have b(,fore us to-night an amendment of
the existing law, which contains certain well-
dofined ptu.cmi"% and I propose to direct
myself to those principles in the m-=in. A
gnod deal has been said {o-night on the senti-
rsental side of the liquor trafic. We bave to
roalisc that we have a Liquor Act to-day

which is under amendment, and it is for us
to consider what the effect of that amend-
ment is going to be, not so far as the trade
is concerned, but so far as the travelling
public in the country are concernocd.

Mr. Carter: And the people gencraliy.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes T belong to a country
listrict, and I realise that for a lorg time it
«x been claimed in many quarters thit liquor
reform is neceszary in Queensland. At present
tiie hours are from 6 o'ciock in the morning
i1l 11 o’clock at night, and by some arrange-
ment, presumahbly, it has been agrecd that
there shall be a limitation of those hours.
I can only take it that the trade is in some
way Interested in that arrvangement.

The Homs SECRETARY : \ot at all; it is a
matter of Guvernment policy.

Mr. VOWILES: I hope that it is a matter
of Government policy. I thought that pos-
sibly some arrangement had been arrived at
with the liquor trade. My peint 15 that it
would be better, now that the limitation of
hours has been decided upon, to make it a
twelve-hour day. I wowid point out that
what may be dasirable so far as Bri bane and
other cities are concerned is «ltngether
inapplicable to the country districts. It
would be a good thing, first of all. to agree
to the punv'])l(‘ of a twelve-hour dav in the
liguor trade as a fair thing, and, having done
that, the people of the differens dl‘ifl‘]ctb
cuould be ablo to decide by ordinarv veferen-
dum what closing hour they should adept.

The Howme SecreTarY: You would have
confusion worse confounded.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think we would.

In country areas adjacent to cities you may

Mr. Vowles.}
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3
ana
road

sing at 8 o’cloct
side of the

possibly have oue hotel clo
another on the opposite
closing at 9 .0’clock.

A GoverNsENT MEMBER :
Coolangatta.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should w» studs all
these things from a Brisbane point of view?
Let us cornsider the buckblocks. I have been
ovt sonrethl g like twonty-.our yeavs in the
back eountry—inore than half v life—and
Lave lived = good nmm yoars in et ds, and
in my trave which are frequent, 1 stay in
Potels. 1 koow something about the liquor
trade.  The reform which is being brought
in for the closing of hotels up to 8 o’clock
in the morn will be the best reform cver
ir 1reduaced, bLUmw more harm i: dore by
the early wmorning “nips” than by the
“nips 7 taken after € o’clock at night.

Mr. CArTER: Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: I think that any man who
has travelled will realise that we have started
a reform wiich is mddnal but it is a step
towards referm whoh has ben ked for.
1 ask the Minisier to consider the climatic
itions in Western Queensland and the
that the travelling public in tho:s outside

You have that at

i

are very dmxno‘mv situated o the
scttiod popumtmn in the city. Ie muist come
to the eoncvsion that special cousidera tion

must be given to country districte. We
rot studying the interests of the trade bu
’rf ¢ interests of the weavelling public, 1nd the

{further you go out Wess the mose mv remarks
cpply. 1 would Like the \;mbtm ol 1 me
Lr'ov whetner I understood him or miss

stood him when 1 thought he aumr(,stf\fl that
lie was poiug to introduce regul fations v hich
vould aifect the hours in wQard Lo bllha,rd
Liconses,

The HOME SECRETARY :
yes.

Mr. VOWLES: My reading of the Bill is
thar billiard Heonses on hotel pramis s re ure
levistating for, but is that goin: ]
bitliard-roorus 1n town and count
ave not attrched to hotels?

The H{oME SECRETARY : Oh,

VOWLES: The next thing is the
cn of hours. I think we are all agreed
w'xt Lmt is a step In the right diretion. 1
rereomber that, when ~we endeavoured during
vy 11.,1L to gLL a measurce of reform in 1hat
ection, it was rciused by the Goveynment.
it is coring along no s
evolution. Is is admitted by all partics that
it is neeessary (o do something in that direc-
tion, althoueh 1 must sav that I am at a !
to know why a man wio is accustorn<d to
take hic drink should be refused it after
8 or 9 o'clock at night. It is not a f=ir dis-
crimination.  The liguor trade is the o ly
business which is entitied to kecp open for
leng hours. If you are going to inii mius-
Lice on one seciion of traders, why not close
the lot up?

Mr. Cartrr: What do you want?

Mr. VOWLES: It is interfering with the
liberties of the people, and. if 1 cansiot have
roy whisky at 8 o’clock, 10 oclock, or 11
o’clock at mzht 1 see no reason why the
hen. member for Burnett should haxe his cup
of coffee. l.aughter.)

1 was in the House in 1911 and 1912, when
thore was a good deal of drgumenr in con-
nection with the question of alien labour. I
do nat hold any brief for alien labour in

[Mr. Vowles.

In country Jdistvicts,

wwhich

no!
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hotels or any other places, but you have to
realise that under the altered conditions vou
are going to put a premium cn tho labour
¢l certain people who will receive permits
Iveanse ! are in (\mplovment when this
Bill pe-es, and at the same time you are
nee going to restrict that same class of alien
from accepting work as cooks. nr otherwise,
in a boarding-hous Why should a iicensed
victualier be specially singled out for atten-
tion in this direction? T admit that. as there
is no law dealing with boarding-houses in this
cemneetion. it vould be imposible to apply
these conditions to such establishments It
mar be all very well to deal w'th alien
labour, but rou arc going to put a premium
on the labour of those individunls who are
at present entitled to permits.

It is intended to take away from the public,
tier October next, the right which they have
urder exisiing somaidhon with regard to

ortain polls. Whether that i= desirable or
net 1; not for me to say. That is a burden
hich the Government have placed upon their
v shoulde and it 1s for them i) acoapt
tre 1"0~;)(;n~;1m The reason I reter to th
pariicular mattor 15 because [ sirongly chject
i the last speaker, who referred to the
i‘opular  Initiative and Referendum Biil,
toliing us that. if that proposed legisintion
tiud been agreed to by the Uppl se,
provision would have béen made under whic
cetion of the community could have
ipirinted 1 lation dealing with any class of
reiovm or any subject-matter at all.  The
Bon, member for itzroy is consenting to-day
to wipe off the statute-book, to a very great
extent, that very principle which he says it

as his desive 10 have piaced in the Pepular
initiative and Refercndum Bill. .

Mr. Pouroex : He did not say that at all.

Mr. VOWLES: He said that in effect.

Mre. Porrocs : That 1s your constructlion—
nct that of the hon, member for Witzroy.

Mr. VOWLES:

The only construction that
I can put on 4 is that it was purely a
Lypoeritical apoiogy.
The SPEAKER:
Mr. VOWLIES
5

Order !

I must withdraw the word
¢ hypeeritical. It was an apolegy for his
present ac ion in conscating to this Bill, I
was very pleased to hear the leader of the
Country party say that this was to be dealt

with a: a non-party measure. The platform
of the Country party sets out ;hat
[9.30 p.m.] we prefer to hne pericdical

referenda on the question of con-

tinuanes, and we strongly cbject to the prin-
ciple ¢f nutionalization. Under no circum-
srances will we consent to the Government

taking part in the liquor trade, because
think 1L is within vour own k owledge, Sir,
that for mauy months pact a hotel has pmc»
tically been conducted at he Central Railway
Station in Brizbane, and I venture to say
that. if a hotel in the backblocks had been
conducted in the same way, the licensec
would have been called upon to show cause
why his license should not be cancelled.
For these reazons I intend to support the
Bl I sincerely hope that the Minister will
consider what I said about country hotels.
I kave no brief for hotel-keepers. I am
simply looking after the interests of people
who 1ruvel. 1 would commend to the Home
Secretary the speech which his predecessor
made on this question in 1911, on page 1599
of ‘“Hansard.” I refer to the late Mr.
Crawford, the member for Mount Morgan.
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Mr. SrtorrorDp: I have read it—a very

able speech, too.

Mr. VOWLES: It was a very fine speech,
and I would like the hon. gentleman seriously
to consider the \ugooatmna he made as to
how the miners, for 1ns ance, and the country
people generally, may be affected.

The Houme SERErary: I suggested that
myself.

Mr. VOWLES: It is very casy to say these
thmgs What we need to do 1s to provide
for them.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): This being a non-
party mecasure, I am certainly very Toath to
opposc it.

Mr. Wrmr: How can it be a non-party
measure when it is in your platform?

Ms CORSWR: The hon. member must
give us credit for ordinary intelligence and
an intent'on to deal with matters which may
be brought before us, irrespective of our
par'y platform. We cannot initiate legisla-
tion, and the hon. member cannot sav that
the Labour party initiated this legislation.
It was born at Emu Tark. There the
Government received a m'lndato to bring it
forward. I am not going to be narrow
cneteh to say that becausc it was initiated
al Emu Park it is impossible for me to
support it. In 1912 T had the pleasure of
opposing the present Liquor Act, and, so far
as I know this mcasure, I am going to sup-
port the seccend reading.  But after our
expericnee on the Industrial Arbitration Act

Amendment Bill, we do not feel that we
know just what amendmen:s max ba intro-
duced after the second reading is passed.

The Minister, in his Valuablo e\planatwn of
the B'll, indicated that he proposes to bring
forward an amendment providing that all
clubs shall fall into line with onc ancther.
At present all clubs regisiered prior to 1st
Januarw, 1907, retain the privileges thev had
then. These privileges are denied to clubs
licensed after that date. Now the Minister
tells us that he proposes to move an amend-
ment in the Bill to curtail the privileges of
all club=. That is one instance of an amend-
l’n(‘n" (()”I]Ug fr()rn [ll(’ L\ll““ Qr Alilll‘\ 1f LU
a Bill he is intreducing, and it is an altera-
tion which is vital to some people. 1 am not
going to express mysclf upon it. It does not
miercst me, and T am not going to say that
one section of the people should enjoy a
privilege which others do not. enjoz.

I represent a country district, where peonle
arc not always within a few yards of a
hotel  On these benches we represent people
who probably cannot get into town except
for a few nights in the week, and then
probably not before 7 o’clock; so that under
the Bill it will be very difficult for them to
enjov a drivk if they wish. They are cer-
tainly not going to be in town at 8 o’clock
in the morning, and if they were to take a
drink ‘then it would perhaps not be very
gocd for them. I think that in country dis-
tricts it wou'd be very much fairer to fix
the hours at from 9 in the morning till 9 at
night. I do not advocate total prohibition,
because T believe that under existing con-
ditions it would be impossible in country
districts to establish boarding-houses at very
many towns without the privilege of licenses.

Mr. Powrnock: ‘“ Daddy’’ will vmack you
if you don’t support it. (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: I think hon. members will
give one credit for using his own discretion

[1 Avaust.]
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in a matter like this, and, whilst one section
of the family may want to sec prohibition,
1 must s and for my own convictions—(laugh-
terj—and, if the hon. member for Dalby and
other moembers of the Assembly want to have
a drink, I am not going to deny them that
right. I trust that the Bill is not going to
m..tate unfairly against our country people,
and I hope the Minister will be reasonable
with respect to all amendments dealing with
them. If we are going :o be foolishly
extreme, we may deny to country pecople the
right to have the lodging-houses in many
c\ntn which they now enjoy. I do not
Lelieve in extremes cither way, and I think
that the Bill goes a long way towards a
solution of some of our troubles. Af{ Emu
Park certain other amendments were pro-
posed by Government members taking away
altogether the right to a referendum in
October next, but thes were defeated. 1In
1912 T voted against a referendum at all,
and I think that we, as legislators, should
take upon ourselves the burden of deciding
what the people desire. I think no a~semb1y
in the State has a better right, or is in a
better po-ition, to know their desires than
this Chamber.

At 9.40 p.m.,

The CHatryAN oF CommirTrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) took the chair as Deputy Speaker.

Mr. CORSER: T shall support the sccond
reading of the Bill. I trust that there will

be no skelctons brought forward from the
cupboard.

Hon. F. T. BrenvaN: There may be some
bottles. (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: I would not like to do
anvthing unfair by supperting the Govern-
ment in this proposal, not knowing what
may be behind it. I hopc that the reform
that is desived will be brought about. If it
is not, then we zhall have arother oppor-
tunity at another time in this Ilouse.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windser): 1 am sure that
we all listened with a very great amoant of
pleasure to the sprech made by the Home

Seeretary  when introducing the Bill, A
great many of us had some sympathy for

him when he delivered that address, especially
when we com» to consider the remarkable
change that has taken place in the Labous
party with vegard to the referendum and in
conncetion  with this particular question.
The ex-Home Sccretary, when mtloducmg
the Liguor Act Amendment Bill in 1920, i
reported in ¢ Hansard” es saying—

“J stand corrceted. This gives the
people the opportunity of a referendum.
This party stand for the referendum; it
is part of their platform. The Lakour
party have nothing at all to frar in
putting this matter to the clectors.””

I cannot understand the change that has
taken place in the attitude of the Labour
party to-day with regard to the refercndum.

The HoME SECRETARY : That referendum was
only nccessary to fill the gap until the 1925
referendum arrived.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 do not think it was to
(ill anv gap at all. The referendum has been
on the Labour party’s platform for a number
of vears.

The HoME SECRETARY: .I thought you re-
ferred to that special poll.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was not brought in as
stop-gap legislation at all. Hon. menibers

My. Taylor.}
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opposite tried on several occasions to have it
placed on the statute-book, but it was
defeated by the Legislative Council. There
is certainly in the Bill some measure of
reform. The Ilome Secretary was quite right
in describing it as a reform measure. I look
upon the fixing of the hours of trade between
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. as reform, but I do not
think it goes far enough. We have got to
acknowledge that 6 o’ciock closing has been
in oprration in the Southern States of the
Commouwealth for about cight years, I do
not kiow ¢f any case where they have gone
back on that. If that hour of closing had
proved a fallure or had not worked to the
benelit of the people in Victoria, South Aus-
tralia, and New South Wales, I take it there

would have been a reversion to some other -

closing time.

Mr. Porrock: There is no need to revert
o0 any other time, because you can get a
drink at any time after 6 o’clock.

Mr. TAYLOR: Unfortunately what the
hon. member says Is true to a very great
extent. It is a remarkable thing with regard
to liquor legislation that thosc cngaged in
the liquor traffic ave able to flout aud break
the law, whilst the number of breaches of
factory legislation i1s almost nogligible in
comparison. That is a scandal and & shome.
It is wrong, when a law is passed by Parlia-
ment saying that hotels shall close at a cer-
tain hour, that those engaged in that traffic
should openly aud brazenly break the law.
The per=ons who come under the operations
of the factory law darc not, and do not, break
the law in that way.

The SecRETARY FOR PusLic WORKS:
this wiek I have had not less than thirty-
five reperts reegarding  breaches of  the
Factories and Shops Act.

Mr. TAYLOR : While, no doubt, there may
bo that number of breaches, in my judgment
they are not open and defiant breaches of the
law.

During

The SecreTARY FOR Punnic Works: Take
for cxample the shops selling exempt and
non-exempt goods. They run the risk and

do most of their business
had a d-putation asking
that matter.

Mr. TAYLOR : That may be done in some
cases, but in comparison with the liquor
trade theore are very few breaches.  The
liquor people are continumally breaking the
law and arc not brought before the court.
We do not secm to be able to get at them in
the same way as wo are able to get at those
who break the factory laws. We are dealing
with a very big subject indced: but to lay
dewn g hard-and-fast law for every man and
woman in the community is a most difficult
matter indeed. There is a lot to be said
with regard to the contention raised by the
hon. member for Dalby and the hon. mem-
ber for Burnett with respect to the people
in the country and the country clubs. In some
of the far-away towns in Quecnsland, the club
is the only rendezvous for pleasure of the
people in that particular area or town. To
apply to the people in the outhack areas the
same rule as we are prepared to apply in the
large citics would probably create a hard-
ship. But. as one hon. member stated, if you
start to discriminate you make confusion
worse confounded. I hope that, when the Bill
is in Committec, the Minister will accept one
or two amendments. We want to do the best
in the interests of the people of the State and

[Mr. Taylor.
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in the intercsts of the State itself, I realise
that you cannot make people sober by an Act
of Parliament. Still T do not think we should
hold out a special! inducement to help them to
go wrong. The fact that during the whole
period since the declaration of war in 1914
up to the pre-ent time there has been no
restriction in the trading hours does not
reflect eredit on our State, nor dos it reflect
credit on us as Quecnslanders.

Mr. Payne: Are we worse off here than
the people in the other States?

Mr. TAYLOR: From what I hear, T think
there has been an improvement in those
States where the hours have been restricted.
[ have read many reports about prohibition
in America, and any unbiased man who
reads those reports must come to the con-
clusion—notwithstanding the bootlegging and
the doping that is alleged to be going on
by the people who indulge in strong drink—
that the bulk of the evidence shows that
there has been an improvement in the con-
ditions in Amorica. I may be wrong. I
simply go by the remarks of the men in this
country who arce not, tectotallers and who
have been to America. I do not go to tee-
totallers for any information with regard
to this matter. I find that it is far better
to go to men wlo arc not teetotallers. They
will give wou an unbiased opinion with
regard to what is taking place. If there
are men and women in America to-dav who
are substituting dope for whisky, then it
will only be a matter of a few years when
these people will pass out of existence. When
any individual is craving for liguor to such
an extent as to resort to drugs when he can-
not get it, he must be in a very bad way
indeed. 1 will not tak+ up any more time,
as the subject has been discussed very well,
but 1 hope, when we reach the Committee
stage of the Bill, that we will get in some
of “our amcendments. I regret that the
Government are taking out that particular
provision which gives to the people the right,
if they wish, to take a po!l everv three
vears. That is a retrograde step which the
Government shonld not have allowed in this
Bill. I will certainly oppose that amend-
ment as far as I possibly can.

At 9.52 p.m.,
The Seeaxrr resumed the chair.

Mr. KELSO (¥undh): I was very pleased
to hear the Minister say, in introducing this
measure, that it was a reform measure. Tt
is rather peculiar to me, though. that a Bill
which aims at reform shonld have extend-
ed to this partienlar trade hours from 8
o’clock in the morning to 8 o’clock at night
when the crdinary food of the community
cannot be purchased after 6 o’clock at night.

Mr. Hyxrs: Are not all refreshment-rooms
kept open till 11 and 12 o’clock?

Mr. KELSO: I quite adnit they are. but
T am talking of shops which retail the food
of the community which are closed at 6
o’clock.  Arvticles of food cannot be hought
after 6 o’clock. I% is a question whether
the subject should not be treated in a federal
spirit, and the hours fixed from 8 o’clock in
the morning to 6 o’clock at night. If hon,
members visit the Tweed Heads, they will
fnd that after 6 o’clock at night neople
come in streams from Tweed Heads to Coolan-
gatta, and i is the complaint of the hotel-
keepers of New South Wales that legisla-
tion exists which permits people to come
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trom New South Wales into Queensland and
“use the hotels in this State until 11 o’clock
at night.

The HoME SEcReTARY: The liquor laws of
Queensland are more drastic than those of
New South Wales

Mr. KELSO: The Government propose,
under this Bill, to close hotels at 8 o’clock
at night and thus give the trade a mawm
of two hours, from 6 o’clock to 8 o’clock,
which time a lot of damage can be done.

The Houe Seceerary: The hours of other
shops were reduced by evolutionary methods.
I know, because I worked in them.

Mr. KELSO: The members on this side
of the House are quite prepared to support
anr amendment to reduce the hour for
closing from 8 o'clock to 6 o'clock.

The HowE SpcrRETaRY: Which would you
sooner have—3 o’clock with public opinion
behind vou, or 6 ¢’clock and only a section
with you™

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KELSO: The Home Secretary has to
prove that public opinion is behind 8 o’clock
and not behind 6 o'clock closing.  The
Government have taken no steps to find that
out.

My CosTELLO: And it is not going to.

The Hosxe SecreTary: The Premier, in his
policy speech, declared for shorter hours, and
we arc herc.

My, XELSO: It has been suggested from
thiz side of the House—I do not know
whether hon. members on the opposite side
are absolutely wedded to this Bill as a party
measure—that the Bill should be treated as
a non-party measure. It is a matter affect-
ing the morals of the community, and surely,
on a matter such as this, we can rise to the
occasion and discuss it from the point of
view of the good of the public! If the
Minister is looking at the point of view of
the good of the public, I ask him to let the
House know 1if the Bill is to be treated as a
public measure and not as a party one. We
know that the matter has already been con-
sidercd in a certain quarter, and 8 o’clock
decided upon. The \lm]ster in introducing
the Bill, said that it is going to affect hotels,
clubs, wine shops, and railway refreshment-
rooms. How are the public going to judge
us if they find that every part of the com-
munity is to be legislated for on this parti-
cular subject, and that we, their legislators

here, are afraid to legislate on our own
actions?
Ths Houre SecrRETARY: You do not need to.

You control your own actions.

Mr. KELSO: It is all very well for the
Minister to say that, though he is probably
quite right; but what is the effect on the
commurity outside? It would have a good
effect if we included the parliamentary
refreshment-rooms.

Mr. MaxwrLL: You have no right to keep
an cpen bar here.

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
There is nothing to prevent you, then, put-
ting a bottle of whisky in your locker.

Mr KELSO: I am sorry to hear a Minis-
ter of the Crown suggest that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTLON:
We know some of you do.

Mr. KELSO: I have heard the story of a
certain reverend gentleman who had the

1923—z
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nickname of being a signpost. Someone said,
“ Why do you call him a signpost?’ and
the reply was, * Because he is always point-
ing to the road he will not go himself.”
I hope the Home Seceretary will think of
subjecting us to the same discipline to
which we are subjecting the public. It will
not do the Home Secretary the slightest bit
of harm if he puts into the Bill a proviso
that the parliamentary refreshment bar is te
he included in the list of places which are
to be closed down.

1 want to know why hon. members sre tied
to 8 o’clock at night. It has been suggested
by the hon. member for Oxley that there is
sume compelling power behind the Govern-
ment in the matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
inke any notice of him.

Mr. KELSO: I must do so, for his argu-
inents were so convineing that at last he had
the hon. members opposite reduced to silence.
1« suggested that the influence behind this
Bill is the Licensed Victuallers’ Assocliation,
beecausa the Government got a quid pro quo
fram that bodv. It is suggested that that
bedy is “ His Master’s Voice ” Dbehiud the
1Nill.  The ediet has gone forth ansd hon.
members opposite have to obey it.

Hon. members on the other side have
cvidently decided to break away from the
cstablished principles of the referendum
which they have held for many years. The
ery of the Government was always that they
were prepared to trust the people, Why is
it that they want the referendum done away
with after October? Why not allow the thing
to go on? 1 would remind the uovnrnment
that for some time they have had in the fore-
frent of their platform a plank referring to
ihe initiative and the referendum. 1f this
measure is passed, T ask the Home Secretary
whether he 12 prepared to substitute for it the
initiative and referendum so that every
facility will be given to the public to decide on
all important public matters whenever the
requisite number of people ask for legislation
in any particular direction. Take the aboli-
tion of the Tegislative Council. Why was 1t
that the will of the people in that particular
caxe was not carried out? There was a big
majority in favour of the retention of the
Legislative Council. If hon. members on the
opposite side are %uch strong democrats and
vlace such faith in the will of the peaple,
why did they not carry out the will of the
p&ople on that occasion? The Government
failed to do so then, and it makes us antiei-
pate that, if the referendum in October is
carried in fuvour of prohibition, the Govern-
ment will not carry it out. Thev have done
such a thing before and may do it again.
They may bring in legislation later or to
nullify the success of the temperance people.
The subject has been pretty well debated, and
T do not propose to repeat myself just for the
sake of speaking. We on this side of the
House intend to support the second reading
of the Bill, and I hcpe, when woe get into
Committee, that the Minister will see his
way to reduce the hours, and I hope also
that he will see his way to justify us in the
cres of the people by including the parlia-
mentary refreshmeunt bar.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
sccond time—put and passed.

Do not

The consideration of the Bill in Committee
was made an Order of the Day for to-morrow,

The House adjourned at 10.5 p.m.
Mr. Kelso.]





