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252 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 26 JULY, 1923. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bertram, .Veri e) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

QUESTIOXS. 

BOARDS FOR REYALUATIO!>; OF SOLDIER 
S!cTl'LEii!E:-iTS. 

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon) asked the 
Secretary for Public Land"-

" 1. 1Iave any boards vet been con
stituted for the purpose of"revaluution of 
soldier settlements? 

"2: If so, wha-t persons have been 
appointed, what are tbeir qualif-ications, 
and what interests do they repn,cnt, 
rc,pccti vely? 

" 3. If no boards arc yl;t con": ituted 
~wh_at. qualifications and repros~~nt.at ion~ 
IS It m tended to include in such boanis? 
. '· 4. \\'ill such boards deal with rev«lua

twn of la.nd as \\·ell as improvements 'I 

:' 5. \V ill such boards be asked 1.o make 
suitable rocon1morKla tit> no:~ in ca5l''\ \\ h'rP 
it is found that it i, i.npcc. iblo .fo; 
soldwr settlers to make a living oa tlkir 
holdmgs' 

" 6. \'then will such boards be likelY to 
comi11'2nce re\?aluation OfJerations ?" " 

1he S~C'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LAX;~;o 
(Hon. W. :McCormack, Cairns) replied-· 

" 1 to 3. The personnel of the boarr! 
h_as not yet b~en finalised. It will con
sist of departmental officers from Lands 
Department, \Vorks Department, and 
State Advances Corporation. 

'' 4. Ko. Its functions will bo to 
revalue all improvements affected by loan 
money. 

. '' 5. X-o .. This ma.tter ls alr01dy rf'cciv~ 
mg attentiOn and will require an entirely 
different investigation. 

"6. Immedia-tely." 

DIAii!AXTJ::-<A HosPITAL A!>;D Coiii1JO!>;WEALTH 
BEXEVOLEXT ALLOWAXCE. 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Home Bee
rotary-

" 1. Ha_s he recently_ received a petition 
from the mrnates of D~amaatina Hospital 
askmg that such hospital be dcclarc'd an 
mshtutwn whereby the inmate; will be 
entitled to receive the benevolent allow
ance of 2s. a week allowed bv the Com
n;onwealth Government to st;ch institu
tions? 

" 2. If ">, will he say if the Govern
ment intend to grant the praye1· of 1uch 
petition?" 

T,he HOME SECRETARY (Hon. ,J Stop
ford, Mount Jiorgun) replied-

" 1. Yes. 

"2. The Government has no povier to 
grant the prayer of the petition. Repre
sentatiOns have, from time to time been 
made to the Commonwealth Gvv~r~ment 
to grant the allowance, but, so far, with
out result. Representations have again 
been made to that Government." 

CATTLE AND SHEEr· RAILWAY TRUCKS IX 'CsE nr 
J.f)14 AND 1923. 

Mr. MORGAN (.liur-i/la) asked the Secre
tary for Ruilwayc-

" 1. \Yhat is the numbct· of cattle 
wagons avail,,b]e for use in the Southern, 
Central, and Northern railway systems, 
respccti ,·el: : 

'• 2. \Vhat is the number of sheep 
trucks available for use in the Southern. 
Central, and Korihern railway systems; 
respectively? 

"3c How many shcccp and cattle trucks, 
respectively, were ayailablc for use in the 
abovcnarnecl s: -;tem in the year 1914 '? ., 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS' 
(Hon. J. Larcombc, llcppe/) replied-

" 1 to 3. 

1914. 

CATTLE TRCCKS. 
Southern and Central 435 

Divisions 
Great Northern Rail-waY 
Cairns RaJhva~v ~ 
Cooktown l'l,ailway 
N orn1anton Railway .. 

Total 

SHEEP VANS. 

Old 
'Vagons 

1923. Rebuilt 
or ltc
placcd . 

I --
1 

584- 39 

48 

Sol~~.gs~m~~d Central 1 4,09 4-12 ! 

Great Northern Railway 54 54 
1
1 · · 

J3 

Cairns Railway 2 4 .. 
----------

---1-'o_t_al__ 463 ~~ 

It is impossible to gi vc sepHate figure<
£or the Southern and Central Di ,-isions, as 
the rolling-ctock mM in both divisions." 

INDUSTRIAL ARmTR ITIOX AcT A)IEXD)JEXT BILL 
AxD Couxcn, OF AGRICC:LTcRE. 

Mr. CLAYTO~ (lJ'f,ze Buy) asked the Sec
rotary for Agriculture and Stock-

" In the e.-ent of clause 3 of the Indus
trial Arbitration .\et Amendment Bill 
being carried) -will he, as C'hainnan of 
the Council of Agriculture, ropre,enting 
the District Councils and Local Pro
ducers' Associations of the Primary Pro
ducers' Organisation, undertake to oppose 
pcr.,onaii~- or by his representative any 
claim made on behalf of persons employed 
on dairy farms, fruit farms. or agricul
tural farms for an award altering their 
present wages, hours of "\York, or con
ditions of employment, until the Council 
of Agriculture has been able to materially 
improve the state of prosperity of the 
average farmer engaged in such indus 
trieo, in Queensland to an extent sufficient 
to warrant any such a\Yard being
mttde? '' 

The SECRET-\RY FOR AGRIC'CLT'CRE. 
AND STOCK (Hon. W. X Gillies, Eacham) 
replied-

" 'rho policy o£ this Government t0 
improve the cnnditions of evervone 
engaged in rural !ndustrie,, no m~fter 
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in what capacity, is well known and 
appreciated by all fair-minded people, 
as is also their adherence to the prin
ciple of arbitration in preference to 
direct action. The hon. gentleman's lack 
of knowledge of economic laws is respon
sible for his fear of arbitration in this 
regard." 

JoKAS NEILSEN MILK PASTEuRISER AKD 
DTERILISER. 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brisbane) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. In view of the necessity of ma.king 
a success of the scheme for the distribu
tion of pure rnilk to consun1ers generally, 
has l1is attention been called to the Jonaq, 
Neilscn Milk Pasteuriser and Steriliser 
now in nse in portions of Great Britain. 
also Ca.nada, South Africa, and the 
United States? 

" 2. As the Coastal Farmers' Society of 
Sydney .ue reported b; cable in the :Vlol
bournn ' Age' recently as having srcurcd 
the cole rights for the uso of this ir::Yen
tion in New South \Vales, >vill he cauBo 
inqniries to be mndo as to whctlwr the 
claims tHh-anccd for this method of trcat
mcllt of milk, which enables it to br 
kept pure and >Yholesome for se,·cra.l 
n1onths, 0.nd, if necessar), sent anv dis
tance' with'but losing ib freshness or 
nutt·itivc propr~tties, arc correct? 

" 3. \Y ill he refer the matter to the 
Council of Agriculture for full inquiry 
and investigation?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE 
A:\D STOCK replied-

'· 1. Yes. 
"2.l:eB. 
" 3. Y c,, but as the inquiry is of a 

scientific nature, investigations are being 
carried out by officers of the Dcpartmo.:t 
of Agriculture and Stock." 

:I'\cooTIATIOKS WITH CO}DJOXWEALTH GoYERX
MENT I~ RE AD\'ANCES TO SOLDIER SETTLF:RS. 
1\Ir. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the Pr·)miPr-

" 1. Have any recent negotiatiom t,:kcn 
place or has any agreement been arrived 
at with the Commonwealth in connection 
with financial concessions relating tn the 
loan money advanced or to be advanced 
to so 1 dicr ;ettlers ? 

" 2. If so, what are the concessions, and 
how will thev affect the settlers?" 

The PREi\HER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1 and 2. The financial arrangements 
connected with soldier land settlement 
were discussed at the recent Premiers' 
Conference. The printed report of the 
Conference proceedings will I hope be 
available at an early date, and copies 
will be distributed amongst hon. mem
bers.'' 

IxDuSTRIAL ARBITRATION AcT AMENDli!Ei'iT BILL 
A;;D CouNCIL OF AGRICULTt:RE. 

Mr. COS'l'ELLO, without notice, asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

" ·wa.s the Industrial Arbitration Act 
Amendment Bill. now before this Hr;use, 
brought forward for discussion at the 
last meeting of the Council of Agricul
ture?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
A~D STOCK replied--

" It was not brought forward for dis
cussion, nor put on the business paper." 

Mr. CosTELLO: It >Yas not allowed. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND· 
ME:\TT BILL. 

IXITL\TIOX. 
Hox. F. T. BREKl\:_\.:\1" (1'oo1coombu): I 

beg to mo.-e-
" That th0 House will, at its next 

sitting, rf'o;;olyc itFd Z into a Co1nn1itree 
of the ·whole to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Local Authorities Acts 1902-1922 in cer
tain particuhcrs, and t~ repeal th~ Undue 
Subdi.-ision of Land Prevention Act of 
1885, and for other consequential pur
poses.'' 

Quostion pqt 2.nd pa~sed. 

FIRE BRIGADES ACT A:.\1EKDMENT 
BILL. 

IXITIATJOX. 
HoK. F. T. BREKKA:'\ (1'o01coomba): I 

bog to 111ovc-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, rcso!ve itself jnto a Committee 
of the \Yhole to consider of the dcsirabl"
nc -"' of introducing a Bill to arncnd tho 
Fire BrigacJp, _-\.et of 1920 in certain 
partjcula1·s.') 

Qucction PL!t end pa,secl. 

ESTABLISH:VIENT OF CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODl:CE 1GENCIES' BY PRIMARY 
PH.ODl:CERS. 

Mr. COHSER (Bunctt): I beg to moYe-
'· That, in ordt•r to assure to primary 

producr•rs the possibility of controlling 
the markNing· of their produce, legisla
tiYc proyision be nJade and loan rr1onevs. 
be made a nrilable for the establishmei:tt 
of co-O)terati.-e produce agencic', to be 
controlled b: the primary producers 
themseh-es through a properly con
·>titEted dirr.durate elected b0 subscribing 
shat·choldcr'· .. , 

This is a most important motion, and deals 
with a most important factor in our agricul
tnral !i fe. The keys to success in the agri
cultural industry are profit and reward for 
the people Engaged therein. \Vc must bring 
that about by the otabilisation of our markets, 
which can only be done by the people engaged 
and interc«ted in agricultural pursuits. We 
must have direct communication between the 
producer and the cor> sum er; we must do 
something by co-operath·e means which will 
bring the arm of .the producer's distribution 
nearer to the tctble of the comumer; and, 
when we have shortened the distance between 
them, we shall have a far better opportunity 
of giving to the primary producers the full 
reward for the commodities which we expect 
them to grow. Nothing would arouse more 
interest on the part of the producer than a 
system of true cc-operative markets, because 
they would gi,-e him the opportunity to take 
and to hold something in his own interests, 
and help him to realise that part of his 
desire which he expected would be gratified 
when he first heard the Premier's promise 

Mr. Corser.] 
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at Laidlec in . outlining his ne\Y Primary 
Pro·duccrs' Organisation schen1e. 

Mr. l'P'.SE: What do you think about· tho 
sngar a.grcenH:>nt? 

}lr. COR::OER : 'I11o hon. meml::"r is not 
going to draw n1e off the track. 

Mr. PEA'E: That is a form of co-operative 
n1arketing. 

Mr. COR.SER: I am going to deal with 
thi, question in a broad way. I am not goino
to take one agricuhural industry, but agri~ 
cultural indu::.,tries as a ·whole, and tho hon. 
cu.>xnber's referenc._, to s-ugar, "'\vhea.t, lntter, 
m· anything else doeo not touch what ,is in 
rny 1nind~ inas1nuch aD I have in view a big 
co·operative movcrnent en1bracing 1no~·e than 
merely ono product. Uural life must be satis
fying to the people who arc engaged therein. 
and, unlt~ss \{,c n1ako iL -satisfving, '\e cannot 
expect " continuation of production y·hich 
must bring about a s:cskm of distribution. \Ye 
cannot expect any nation to 0ndure, let alono 
build up. if '"'' h;ne not got that satisfaction 
jn o11r rtli"al CJJl1J1lUni.1y. If \VC have not got 
that. WQ arc not going to devclor1 our dormant 
lu nds and out' dormant en lth. Th~ro a.ro 
three fact.ors in bringing alcont tlt:tt 'atiofac
tion-throe o· sontials which might be termed 
the tripod-being the foundation of the future 
of the rnral indttstry in c Statu like l;luc'~ns
ln nU. T-wo of these css:>-lltials are production 
ano distribution. I think it wi!J be admitted 
tha.t thr third leg of that tripod is the moet 
important, and that is a rc\\·ard for thrift. 
Il wP do not gci rC'\Yardcd for the work that 
i~ IJ:ll in on the farn1. tlK'll we are not going 
to have furtht•r development. lf vce are 
not going to give tho fanner EoniC profit, 
we arC' not going to hi1n anything 
that will rnake it for him to mako 
his home; life comfortable. That must be the 
l-1~1:-.is of sue '( ,,. fnl in the futul'P. 
If we c;Jr,not L:1ye a hnppy, and 
cornfc:._·i:,lJ:' hnm0 CP:-J::;{nL h;lppy, 
nnd con: fort ~bl(' for ilw fanne~·, 
t Lr-] virf' n rp not 

ur:ll i t1clu~i \' 
[)P' Lll~C' thP 

of the [-·rmer '·' 
CClt!Y( 11~--, tlwn 
h n CDPJfod:l 
b>t:-:i-' of sw.-.-~:s 
;:o hP 
f;:rrn~T to U'f'lll'0 :nne 
To briJ'•; ~tbon( tL;11 p':.·ofrt, 
t.h,-' rno::t nch·nrH' 'd countries 
have gouc in fnr C'ntcrpri;;:cs, and 
ha vc i:J the r the con-
trol hi-. co:;trol in the 
nw rkPting: l1j::- ~)rodt~ct .,_ in n1·der to ~rlnq 
rH~ .. rc-r ln 1Jrouuc0r s n1nrk···t th( t'bH' ot 
th.• consunl:'l', ':J that. he will rcceiyc~ the fulJ 
l'{-'1\ nrd of l1is inchutry. 

ivfr. PE\SE: l,.··)ur Federal Go\ernnlt:'!1t say, 
":0Jo lntcrfrrencr·." 

).Ir. COHSER.: The ho 1. gentleman would 
in· ~1·f('rn in a-11 ca::,0s 1Yherc he thought onP 
\Yas rnaking an ap1wa1 for t-he raan on the 
bJH]. 

I hnYc endeavoured to point out that the 
CSoCnce of tho futuro SUCCO'S Of th<' ngricnJ
tuml indu~trv is comfortable horn0 life. There 
i, no mnn in polidcs, whether it bEe the Pre
rnier or any Minister or 'l.nv loader of pulitic t! 
thought, particula.rlv of ,:ural thoug-ht, who 
\\-iJI donv that. if we do not make that home 
li~e comfortable. wo are not going to do the 
bcA for the industrv in the future. If the 
bmne is not con1forf:able, our young per L'le 

[.Mr. Corser. 

wiil pass on. If the calling is not srctishi·ng, 
Olli' farmer to-day will pass oft the land. .if 
th:' calli~g is not rmnunorative, he \Yill not 
u.dviso others in our con1n1uni t, to sottL) on 
t ltc land. I£ we do not mako the conditions 
in the industr: satisfying to our own farmers, 
LtC'n we should not ca11 others from the' other 
>idc of the globe to come over and settle on 
l'.to land. To make this productiol! of value 
to the man \vho p1·oducos, we must have occa
sion, as other countries have dollc and for 
".;,ich my motion provides, to adopt ~he co
cyJLrative system, vvhich \Yill giYe to the 
producer a full return for his hbour. 

J\ir. COLLI~S: Explain your scheme. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I will certainly explain my 
'chu11e. I thank the hon. member for 
BmYen for the interest he is displaying; 
but, before I explain my scheme, I might 
b0 forg]ycn if I explain n12·~ reason for 
bJ·inging the scheme forward-(Hear, hear!) 
-cmd my ri0:ht to bring it forward. I 
rr·cei ,-od a letter add.rcssed to me by a gentle
nwn ,,·ho the majority of hon. members in 
this Homo claim is right in all Lhat he, 
;:,··s. This is the letter. addre,sed to me 
b., no le" a ]lr•rson than the J'remi er of this 
Stai e-not the letter read out by tho hon. 
member for Albort last night-

" \Vith effective organisation you 
farrncrs no~"\ ha.Ye in v;our o\vn hands 
the m cc ns to 'oh-c ,-our mu; agricultural 
problem~. You vvill initiate your own 
proposals for co-opcratiYe handling7 

nut.rkcting, and manufacture." 

:vrr. CORSER: I have done that to-day. 
OPPOSITION 1\IE)lBERS: Hear, hear! 

I\Ir. CORSER: But he sap something 
rnorc. 

'Ir. DASH: \Yill :·ou swear to his hand
writing? 

:\le. COHSEH.: It might be a." fake." He 
also <;;ny.s io rnc-

,, Yo:1 bav(~ the driving force to insure 
the c :nryi,;;• through of all such pro
rw~ lls. ,, 

:\Ir. BR1'C<': Hr made a mistake. 

CORSER: He is your loader and your 

:\!r. DRrCE: It is lho first mist~ke he has 
rnndC'. 

:\Ir. CORST;H: Tlw !otter further qys-
" Tl:o C'uoonsland GoYernmont has 

vin'n an -a.·'lll'"llCO to the Council of 
Ar.:riculi-11rc ihat it will finanCP all EOund 
nrH.iertak]Jl£!'~, put forward in the interests 
of agriculture in this State,-

ask that ihe monov be provided for the 
C'r+-:, blisl1ment of co-operative ·enterprise ia 
t!ll• nwrkcting of the farmers' produce; and 
bY tltc letter addr''ssed to me bv the PJ·cmicr 
r'ha,c the right to initiate, and I am initiat
iPC;', lhi" f'ehcme on behalf of the farmcr~a 
)ll'Oposal which l am sorr~ has not been 
initiatPd bv 1he Premier himsPlf or his 
Covcrnmon( as they haye initiated most of 
i.he snr;gcst.Ions that have corne forward 
through the C,mncil of Agriculture. Up to 
the' present timn that Council has not 
ln c.ught abont a pcnnyv·orth of difference in 
the cost of marketing or cont.rol of prima.r:;
producc. rntil it does that. how is it 
pos;;;.iblc for us to reap a reward, or receive 
any benefit from the Council, which the 
At··,tralian \Vorkers' Union has told us has 
co · t thounnds of ponnds to build up? 

Mr. PE,\Src: \Vho is responsible for that? 
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:\I r. COHSER: The chairman is respon
sibl<.', and. in answer to the hon. member for 
Het \)('rt, lot me sa:,· that tiil very recently 
the Council of Agriculture was absolutely 
controlled by a Councjl which was nomi
nated b· the Gm·ornment. Then the· blame 
sonH~ ot us Lecnuse nothillg of anY great 
nwte~·i_d value has come from that Council. 
I nm rroposing a means by which the 
primar .. · producer will get some direct benefit 
-::,oulething -which ''c tru.-;t will be possible, 
;_ nc1 which we know· vvill be beneficial to 
PYt ry l!1·tn and \Yon1an \vho struggles in the 
hmh. .\.s tho ropresentatiYe of the great 
Bumett di .; rict. ·.·.here there is so much 
·~·~·o ,Tl htEd--5,000 fa~·1n; ale to be openc,! 
uy U! uoY'~·rnincnt w1th1n a couple of years 
o1· ~~-,-I ~,-nut to sa5 that, if we nl'C to open 
thJ:--:C' 1ands, there rr1ust bt.', as a natural 

further production. V\~hat are we 
to do with the production from the 

tr: nn::-: 1n cxl, tcnce to-day, n.nd from those 
5.(iCO farrn~ also, if ,-ve cannot C'/Olve anv 
l , t• r dlCme of marketing and distributing 
thcr )>rGclLlC!s; 1 thmk hon. members will 
r ~-n'' that jt jg a n1attcr rlquiring serious 
<·JP ·c~,,,·mion; and that thev should not call 
li)Y 11 people tu go in for f~rth::r production 
unl~~--~ they proYide means of di':ltribution and 
haudling- of their products, and an asc;urance 
· gc1 i ,- ",t glutted rnarkets, and n1oro comforts 
in th~ home life, ,,\hich, I think, 1vill accrue 
froL1 :-LH h a ~eh erne as I provosc. 

I ,n1 a -~;:ed just IYhat proposals I have to 
nwk'' to CTc'at.._• co-oporntiYo markpt,5 tor our 
indu'triE ': \Yhen the State: Prodnc':" r\o-cnc·.' 
Bill \Y:1;3 bL•ing pa.;c.;cd in 1917 th1~ 

0

thc~l 
Seer for ~--\g;riculturo o:,_pa/iated upon 
the \Vh~ch. \Yould rc·,ult fr01n organ-
isatic He sard rt \Yas going to bring tho 
jH\_"-:~t, er and conswncr cloBor to each other. 
It. h<-- ~ Lot d~nw so. ~-le saicl it w1s going to 
,~.IJ ,' cut all the nnd.dlo;.nan':~· profits, and 
lw drc~ an ugly pieturc regarding thPm. 
V'f~hat lHto;: lt done? Th(" State Prodnco 
Ag t 1w.'· hn::: acted n;orc as a rniddlcnwn than 
nny prirute c111rPrn. lt has :ailcd in all 
tlH>·c ""co·tq>li,hutents vvhidt tho J\linister 
cl1'ii'll"i oulcl follow in it· vYakc. It has 
not \\·on thn confidence of producers. 
Fn:.. th r. th · :\1inister, in intrDducing the 
scheme. s(at"d that the Government would 
<'St 'bli ,h a cannery and pulping >vorks to 
deal ,,:ith pineapph"··~ .: yet we !ind in the 
Prc to-day. and durin<r the last two or 
thrPl' Y:ccks, what trouble our pincgro'YCTS 
hayc cxncrieno~d. The \.vorks have not ful
fillNl what was oxncctcd of them. Whv? 
B"c. use the v. hole, system has \coon under 
the control of the State inste:1d of the pro
ducer· . The control of the industry should 
he in the hands of the producer", :,,_·ho will 
opuatc in the best interests of the man who 
ha3 to produce. Those bc;t interests are not 
to tt·y to &ecm·e exorbitant profits, but to 
brill'. about a readjustment of market'. Let 
me ,,f'ntion the benefit derived by other 
f'ountrics through CO-O}Jcrati \ e markets. The 
rl'sldt." of fuc co-operative marketing of pro
dnct' He known throu~hout all the educated 
countries of the "'orld; thcv n re controlled 
a],,olntc]y b, the producer . .;,-ith no political 
int0rference or control. These organif'ations 
haw provided for the stabili ation of 
n1arl;:ets bv uniforn1 methods, 1vhich secure 
uniform CJietribution through the whole 
cow1hy. par! of which might be in a state 
of drou~;ht and part enjoying a season of 
plenty. Tlw co-operation of growers brings 
about a co-opPration f'OYcring a ver_\~ 1vide 
area of the State. and is not a little local 

C'Ollf'f'l'll. but co,~('rs the different seasonal 
eonditions that may exist. adjusting markets, 
supplies. and dPr:nanJs, through one organ
i<c•l channel. The scheme has created satis
faction and has accomplished confidence in 
tl !Irleulture in the <'nun tries where it exi:::ts. 
It h.P alco provide-d an educ 1tion to the 
\'OUl g pcopl8, not onl~r in learning it<::elf, 
bur in n1akin~ thorn conYerso.nt with the 
condition~, in learning the points of trade, 
and in rnaking thcn1 acquainted with the 
factors goyc~·ning the sa1P of prDducts 
lhnn1gl1ont the world. It makes that infor
mation available to all intGrested, thereby 
n· kinc: a~~ric:ultural life n1ore intcrcBting, 
and giving a greater com11etr,nco to those 
exp·~rting son1cthing fron1 it. By organisa
tion ngainst glutted markets co-operation 
has made possible . the wiping awa:' of 
dL'plT o;;iolls o·,~·ing to local conditions, and 
hw~ prevented cxccssiye coft of production, 
;,-ith the re~ult that in all countri'·> of tho 
,,-orld where co-operative marketing on the 

o·f the fannPes ha'-' bt"· n ( iabli:3hed the 
has Tf'c·~'ivcd 1norc for his nroduct, 

t~1e con·tlnH:r has p:Jid le. for llis food. 
<.'o-opcration has enabled the farmer to sell 
hi' produc-t to the comumcr at a cheaper 
price, and to bke (o himself the whole of 
tlH• profit. Co-operation onabJos bettc'l' 
oro·n11i• 1tion to in'ur·~ against loss, and le ds 

o im:lro..-crnent in t.1_·ansport CQllL:itinns, 
in- itself i~ an ineurill1Cf' po,:;ible to 

the' fanner lLldcr no other S\; '.te·11. lion. 
nH•nll-f'T:3 on tho o-ther .~ido JTlU.st agrre -with 
ihe ach·antngl'S Qf co-operation. Let n1c 
app0al to Go..-ernmcnt n1t:n:1b0rs not. to a1!o•,v 
rigid party politics to prevent Queen .. Jand 
frOJn eeruring t.ho adyantagcs of co_-opf'r::
tiou. which has built up not only the L:nitcd 
States hut fllso Denmark and other countries 
that hayc gon~J in for co-operation. 

::Hr. CoLLms : I will hand you a copy of 
out 1)1utfonn. 

?llr. CORSEH: The hon. mPmbcr's plat
form i::: the ~oeialisation of indnstr.:r. \~'hil~t 
onn is the control of industry by the 
prin1ary producer lllidoT a eo-operative sy · 
tcm of the marketing and distribution of 
his prodnr·ts in thl' interests of the producer 
and in tlH~ intcre"sts of the ronsurnerJ vvho 
will l'C'C'L'iYc his food at a fair price. 

The SEclU:TARY FOR PccBLIC VVORKS : You 
arc <1 ~!:h.:it:iple of T01u IVInnn. 

Mr. ·COHSER: That is more than I ca!l 
s"'c' of the hon. gentleuan. 

J\1r. :0~IRWAX: That i·. "hat c-our friend 
Bcbbington advocated in Hoscwo-od. 

:\fr. \ORSRR: If hon. members opposite 
agree with the .. e principles, they haYc only 
to Yotc for the motion. If I have bot 'o 
c!o c to 1heir ideals as they wi'h to mak0 
out. let Jhcm support this 'motion, and let 
thc,n hv their Yotc•, give the farmers tho 
u:)ital to initintc thi> co-operative - ·.tom. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLlC \VoRKF: Let it 
go to a vote and sec. 

:\h. CORSER: We arc prepared to let 
it go to a. Yote, and I hope it will go to a 
votr: but hon. members opposit;; aro not 
p;'oing to " gag " metnbcrs on this ~ide by 
that kind of talk. The producer should con
trol the bu''noss end of his calling. Aus
tralict is too far behind in co~operativ•· enter
prise. Of the countries that have gone so 
far ahead in co-operative entorj>rise, prob
ably the most up to date is America; but let 
us sec what has been <lone in England and 

Mr. Corser."; 
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Scotland. Half the populations of those two 
countries buy their food through eo-operative 
markets, while we hero have not got one 
co-operative market. I do not ask for a 
monopoly. I ask for the ()stablishment of a 
co-operative selling agency, so that we <·an 
show the people of Queensland and of Aus
tralia what is possible; and we are prepared 
to depend for the future expansion of 
co-operative marketing on the results that 
wo can show once we get a foundation. 
Once we can show the people the fairness 
resulting from co-operative marketing, we 
shall win through. 

In America years ago, when co-operative 
handling was first established, failure after 
fai'lure took place. Thev first of all handled 
the product of each indivi·dual under his 

particular ·brand. After finding 
[4 p.m.] markets and getting experience 

-which is all ayailable for 
the Governments of Australia to-day-they 
found it e•,sential not only to combine the 
co-ope~'ative concerns in a co-operative asso
ciation, but also to combine the co-operative 
organisation;;, then in existence, ·SO that. 
ins1 ca·d of h'1ving eight or ten co-operative 
a· .socia.tions operating in ono area,. there 
fhould be one nlanagement in the intcresti'3 
of all those engaged in the industry. 

Mr. PE\SE: Does the leader of the Oppo
srtion agree with those ideas: 

Jl.h. CORSER: lie does. 

lVIr. PEASE: fie does not. 

Mr. CORSER: Denmark mav be called 
tho hornP of co-operative product(on, distribu-
1 ion. financing, and nduf'ation. The people of 
Dc•nmark ma: be pauicalarly euitablo for the 
S\ ·-fern of co-oncration, but we have there 
the .hon1e of ~a-operation . .and the results 
(d't: available to anvorH' wl1o \vill studY 
th.- 1·nral c._mdition~, ~of Df'Dnial'k. Year's 
.go in France the co-operative s;rotom 

made possible the payment by France of tho 
£200,000,000 indommt1 to Germany. The 
co-operative syctem was then established 
arnongst the farm(;rfl, \vho raised the mo11cy 
and wiped th,, indcmqity off the slate. 
Before the late war Germany was ono of the 
foremost co-operative countries in Europe. 
Their agricultural system was controlled by 
co-operative societies. There were thousands 
of co-operative s0cietics in German;.~, and the 
enemies of Germany had to admit that their 
work was astounding and much to their 
credit. We hayo done nothing up to the 
present time. :l'~ew Zealand has established 
co-operative markets, co-operative export, 
and co-operativ8 handling on the other side. 
If we in Queensland are giYen a co-operative 
market, we shall before long go ahead by 
the experience which the farmers will get. 
No State of thr· Gommonwealth is further 
advanced than Queensland in tho co-operative 
manufacture of cream and butter. Vve are 
further ahead than any other State of the 
Commonwealth, and most of our butter is 
co-opcratiyo]y handled. I hold that by the 
cstabEshment of this system in Queensland 
we would soon combine the whole of our 
co-operative intoresls under one management, 
handling not only all our products here and 
feeding the people of Queensland, but con
trolling production in Australia, as well a' 
controlling our own markets in Australia. 
and also in Britain and elsewhere. 

A GonRNMRN'r J1,1E,iBER: Whv did you not 
do it during the last thirty years? 

[Jh·. Corser. 

i\'l:l·. CORSER: I am not responsible for 
what happened in what are called the dark 
ag·es. I am giving something concrete to the 
House in the shape of a definite motion, 
which I challenge hon. members opposite to 
support. In America they have not only the 
co-operative handling of ordinary agricul
tural products, but a great part of their 
cotton crop has been co-operatively handled 
in regard to growing and marketing. That 
has taken place in North and South Carolina, 
Texas. and other States. I might mention 
thJ.t last vvcck we got into communication 
\\·ith the members of the Federal Government 
and the Federal member for \Vide Bay and 
socure·d the ,,-ithdrawal from Australia of 
Xew Zealand bl'ttor which did not come up 
to the proper otandard. After :.c:ars of work, 
we find that in Arn(~rica there are no less 
than from 12,000 to 25,000 co-operative dis
tributing cornpc:wles, \vhich are rnanaged by 
salaried full-tirnc 1nanagers, who are special
ists in their business. They fir.t started on 
the smalJcst line~~,. as individual businesses 
co-operatively controlled in each little dis
trict, but thev have "0 a<hanced that they 
are no·w con1b1nc-d in one organisation, \vhich. 
controL the '''hole of the crop~ jn 3. c:-"rtain 
arPn. T J..;:i11_2,· dtP ('antcrlmr·\ Co-oncraiiYe 
Diotributiou Sot ich, alone, that organisation 
in 19ZO handled 2,9u0.000 barrels ,md received 
2,900 dollars pN' 1,000 burrcl>', as againot 
340.000 barrels for "·hich thev rccciYed 1.308 
dollars per 1,000 barrr·ls in a glutted period 
in 1914. I w.ant to show b·· that that thev 
ha Ye not only kept up the trem ·ndous amour;t 
of production, but they have shown the pro
ducer the advisr,bility of growing only the 
best crop, ,,-hich rec -iYed a bigger price on 
the market benau'C it was very good and well 
ha ndlocl and distributed. 'J'hev ha"" e·du
c,i\ed the people by spending thousands of 
pounds ~-early on ad', crtising. ':_f.1hPy do not, 
like us, spend a few pounds in adverti:>ing 
a few surplus pineapples; but thousands of 
pounds are spent every year in advertising 
the best po"ible ways of distributing the 
fruits, with the result that, if a big glut 
occurred to-da}, like there was in 1914, when 
it was so disastrous, the conditions are such 
that a market would be found for anv sur
plus crop. That crop would not be of inferior 
quality, but of superior quality. \Vhen we 
consider the advantages which result from. 
co-operation in connection with agricultural 
industries, I think. if we want to keep our 
young people on the land, wo shall have to 
go in further for imprm·ing the quality. 
Industrial uniom consider the 0onditions 
>vhich their members want to "·ork under, 
and Parliament makes t base conditions pos
sible by passing industrial legislation which 
will bring about what is desired and, no 
doubt, required. 'rhe farmers will have the 
means of getting better ~onditions once there 
is g-iyen to them the possibility of handling 
and marketing the products which they grow. 

Hon. members on the other side havrl asked 
nee what action I have taken in tho past to 
secur·o the co-operative market for which I 
am moving to-day. At my instigation resolu
tions wer0 passed in this House in 1916, 1917, 
nnd 1918, asking the Government for 'w~ist
nnco in that lircction. Kow for something 
nroro concrete-something which I proposed 
hdore the Premier's :tgricultural scheme was 
propounded in 1921. On tho 12th ,Jnly, 1921, 
T wrot" to the president of the Queensland 
Farmers' ·union-the only industrial organisa
tion of iarmers 'at that tinw, now absorbed 
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·in the organisation of the Council of Agricul
ture-and n1ade rortain proposals. Let us 
pnt party politics on one side, and I rt'k hon. 
m<>mbers to say whether thc,y think this 
le ttcr was dictated by political spleen or was 
!.road and constructi Ye. I said-

" \V e are sorely in need of a powprful 
central bod:.· to advance the co-operative 
aspiration6 of all primary producers. 
The Queensland Farmers' l_:nion, as con
stitut.od, is powerless to act in that 
capacii.y. If a 11articular district urges 
the establishment of a cm·hin co· 
operative r~oncorn, be it for maize or 
milk products, etc., the Queensland 
Farmers' Union is in no position to 
advise or foster the de,ire of those pro
f1uccn;-cannot assist by finance, direct, 
or nurse to a snrce8sh1l conclm:jon their 
proposal. Certainly in cert;,in areas, 
where business knowledge and capital are 
availabli"', s1nall concerns are started 
sometime;. but there are great possibili
ties ahecd, and progress to-day is ham
por0d, lW doubt, by obstacles sucl-j a" 
·were m. t by the l\Iurarrie Co-operative 
Bacon Compan:;· through the early 
stage5 of their bra YO struggl0, and i5 
being met to-day by the Co-operative 
Canning Association of St1nthorpe irnit
growms •.nd others. 

"These diflicnlties 6hould be allevi>red, 
and <.m be alleviated bv the est Lblish
nv .it of one :;reat orgari.is_,tion. able to 
ilnancc. direct. and controL '1'hi3 could 
cventttally mean the unit:· of all great 
co-opPrativc aspirations, their o-.c·n over
sea transport a.nd outsid0 mn rk 0 ts for 
prodnch, raw and manufactured It is 'i 
direct and sp:cial businc-~, and should 
not be hampered by any pol1tical 
opinion~. The organisation would 
include well-·\l·ishors of ro-oncrntion
thosc p1·cp red to back thei1: opiPion. 
M v then would b•, to 
entru.st co-operationist;· the indus-
trial mo,·emcnt. To me, Sir, this presents 
great po.sibilities. The whole State pre
sents a field for o~·gani~;J.iion. ~~ssistanre 
bv Cro\vn advanc•,·~ to such industrial co
operation ic; cs: entia!. This will be forlh
con1ing, bccall;-,J ' if you interest the 
producer industria!!:.- you enlighh'll him 
politically.' I therefore rcspcctfullv 
submit for ycur consideration the 'ug
gestion :-

,,That the Queensland Farmer··' 
"Gnion constitution could be amcnded, 
dissociating it from all political bodies 
-be{'oming non-political: that it r<·gister 
as a QnePnsland Farrners.' Co-opnrative 
Union, and seek to amalgamate all 
genuine industria} co-operative aspira
tions and ayailable capital. I further 
suic(gest: That such organisation could 
cduute all primary producers to the 
aclYantage of co-operation, co1:dd advise 
and 1'\Uido their co-operative ambitions, 
and the establishment of such in titutions 
as arc clctNmincd bv their directorate, 
compose>d of men covering a wic!e area 
of the ·state. ahistcd by' such advisory 
district council as could be decided upon, 
and elected by the indiYidual members, 
who 'vonld be per1nancnt n1embers, being 
shareholders in the great co-operative 
in~ti tution.'' 

Thaf letter was written before the Premier's 
scheme v, as published. It provided for more 
l han his scheme. His scheme provides for 
an exvllent ol'ganisation. My scheme pro-

1923-s 

Yi cled for an industrial organisation on the 
CJ-operaLive lines essential to the succEs'' of 
ao:ricultu"e in Queensland. Ono finr1l sen
tence I will read-

" What is said of the Queen~land 
Farmers' Union is just as applica.blc to 
the United Graziers' Association." 

How true that statement is to-day-
" The latter in particular must realise 

the want of co-operative handling, direc
tion, and control. for in this lie their 
future hopw> and present need Then 
they, too, must separate their industria) 
organisation from politics and the 
People's Politic;:tl Union." 

That was my suggestion in 1921, advocatiug 
tbo very principles wrapped up in the motion 
I have the pleasure of moving to-day, and I 
hupc that confidence will be given to our 
primar:· producers by the adoption of a 
co-operatiYe s:>·stcm Y hich will give them 
control of their own de-stinies. l::Iow wnch 
ckpcnds on confidc'lce. on ha ppiuos'i, and a 
hc,tter life! ~or would it cost the Shto any
thin~. since are only asking for a loan Df 
" small amount to enable these things to bB 
"" cecsfnllv shrtcd. \V c do not want a 
monopoly.· \Ye want to secure a phcP for 
eo-opera.tivc enterprise in the rnarkcts of the 
St tc. m that we mav IJe able to show the 
p1 imarv pro·luccrs the- ~clvantai'\CS of it. \\" e 
can ecl;lCnte th.cm to tho nec:,s1ty for it and 
the bend!ts of P s\ ~tern which is not kno·wn 
in Queensland to-day; we can also educate 
the people of the city. A knmY!t clge uf that 
s~-stcrn. put into practic'":J a.nd controlled by 
1he farmers thenrsolvcs .. will nrcan its adop
tion throughout Australia and the ext0nsion 
of such '-·spirations to the marlc-i'.-: of the 
wcrld, anrongst fellow farmers and pl'Cdnccrs 
CYCr",- ,~·here. not to the disadvantagP of t-htJ 
conoumer b11t h the och:antage of the n ' 
1.d1o rnud live and pro-sper if \VO are goi ~ 
to make our Stc1te progrc::<:~. if v;e arc g·o·;' 
to build up an Empire, and mctke use of th.':, 
gn: <tno?9 which \Ye tru:-t i-, onrs; ·with ,-:hi eh 
r:atnro undoubted]· has emlov:c .l us, and w!uch 
we alone can develop. I .'incorely hope t~1 ,t 
t~, . .., GoYernn1cnt ·will s11pport the 11totlon 
and make' a fund for this purpose available, 
nn.J so promote the desires of tho producers, 
rcccl assiet the onlv business method of cury· 
in;: on the future "agricultural development of 
qneensland. 

i\1r. ="OTT (Strtnl·y): I form8.lly second 
the motion mon'cl b·c the hon. member for 
Burnott. anrl I comi.,Iirr,cnt him u110n pro-
110.~ing ono of such i1nportanc(~ and upon the 
manner in which he has handled it. l hope 
-·-h·orn obscnations which I heard on the 
Gm·ernment side while the hon. member was 
speaking--that WC' ·,hall haYe sympathetic 
support for its pa,sage. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PcllLIC .WORKS: We will 
vote for it, all ,fight. 

1\Ir. XOTT: I regret thrtt it is necessary 
b ,:sk for Government aid in the establish
mf'nt of co-operative concerns. I am 
sjnccre1y sorry~e~pecjally since \ve know how 
hard pressed they arn for markets-that the 
primary producers have not been sufficiently 
soiid, or perha.ps have not been brought into 
the channel, Ychere the:' could provide by 
their own means for the establishment of 
these eo-opera ti vc a.:~socia tious for marketing 
]llll"pOSC'. s,.oing t.hat the CO·Operative butter 
factories and cheese factories which have 
bN'n cstabljshed in Queendand with the 
as·_istanc~ obtained through the Government 

JJlr. Nott.] 
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ha \'C> been so ver:· successful in developing 
those industries, l think it would be very 
\\is" if something could be done to extend 
co-operation to greoter spheres than has 
Lc·en accomplished up to the presc•nt time. 
There ·was au Act passed sornc tirrw ago 
making 1n·oyisjon fm .. ' adYanccs to sC'ttlers, 
which, I thought, would ha vo as great effect 
in the development of Queensland a.s the 
Co-operative Agricultural Production Act. 
l;nfortunatcly, that Act does not seem to 
have had the same value in developing 
Queensland as the Co-operative A'?'ricultural 
Production Act. A number of ach·ocatcs of 
co-operation seem to advocate co-operation 
with the iclefL of scotching or killing the 
ntiddlPmrn, Dr proprietary concerns~ as 
thongh tbe""',· \Verc a number of S('orpions or 
adders: but it \You! cl be disastrous to wipe 
the middlPmen or pi·oprietary concerns out 
of ~~xlstcnce. The~? are absolutelv ncccssarv 
to ker•p up tlu- efficiency of the co-opcrativ'C 
companies, because, if the proprietary 
intrre,,ts 'rere wiped out and the co,opera
iiYe compaLies had no opposition, it wotlld 
Pot bo \ ery long before they would fall to 
udathomabk depths of inelnciencv. Variou> 
nwT~._eting lrJcthods have been tried to pre
Vt._'nt 1vhat are considered cxceFsivo profits 
bcinr made by the middleman or the distri
butor, but np to tho prospnt ihey have not 
been \ orv successfuL There ha ,-e been 
n1any poOls formed and 1nany bodiPs con
Etitll.tecl in an -cndce~vour to deal v;ith the 
ntarketing of prodw is, but mosl of them 
ha>c failPd. On that poini I \YOnld like to 
qlWte an opinion cxpreSS('d v ith regard to 
the l:nitcd States of America-

" Tm; PASSIXG or nm :'viARKETJXG 
ExPEHTS. 

" The Unitc'd States are beginning to 
onder wh_erc they are drifting with 

f mcy thcones of teaching the farmer to 
sell his produce. One .-cheme after 
anothr•r is noisil:, proc!-,imed, only to be 
abandoned after a short trial. T1vo 
yc,lrs were spent in organiSing the 
Ilm-c" n of M a rb:ots: this has co,-t tho 
counb·7 rnany 1nillions and has reached 
110 111arked degree of suo J..Iarketing 
cxp~._•rh Sllrang up like n1nshroon1s, and 
''~tor a brief existence passed from sight. 
Canada is in the initial -tage of just 
:3-uch a con1blnation. ).drcadv 1nore i3 
b"ing- C\:j10l1docJ than the necossitv de
Inands, and it is suggested that a iesson 
"hould be loa rnod from the error that 
the l.~nited States has fallc,l into of 
taking up many fanciful ideas of market
ing, and let bn~incss continue along the 
old vroYClt cha!mel, that have boon 
stH'coo;slnl in the past, both for the farmer 
and t.he btr\·er.-:\'Iontrcal 'Track Bulle
tin,' 2nd Fcbruar~·." 

It seems to me that the only syst0m that is 
goi11g- to bo at a]] succes.ofnl in adequatelv 
1uarkoting our products is the proprietary 
s; -tcn1 and the co-or)erativo systen1 1\·orking 
together. Tho Toole"-stl'cd meJ,chants ha.-,, 
.admiticd on n1orc~ thfin one oce:osion that th~ 
giving of information demanded bv a number 
of co-operatiYC:~ con111anies contrOlling pro
ducts in London is a feature that has 
HppParcrl on the horizon of lato and \Yhich 
they must take cognisance of. They have 
admitted that they mlLt give this informa
tion. and n1n~t sho1v further consideration to 
the eo operative con1panics 1rhich are watch
ing and controlling the sale of their own 
produce. I wish to show the effect of a 
co-operative company dealing with the sale 

[Mr. Nott. 

of 1t3 Ol\ n producr ~tt a ti1nc when prices 
1rerc yprv lo•.'/. Thi:3 co-operative co1npany 
pur its o;rn produce on the London market, 
and, i [ it had been cl •pendent on the Tooley
~trPct ITl(ll'cha11ts or other n1erchants, no 
dnnbt that 11roduce would hetYc remained 
1 here for a long tin1c. The cornpany \Yantecl 
the monc: verv bad!;, at the time o,nd that 
f!JUJT('J it on" to sc0 if it could in1prove 
things. This ,<:.how:;: cxc.L:t.ly IYhat ·!:as done--

" The po ition nt the present time was 
that the whole output. of :\'ew 7.caland 
1.yas pra('ticallv conceHi..ratcd in one 
Dla.rkf't, narncl)~, London. rrho company 
thought the time had come to develop 
alternative markets, so os to case London 
\Yhf·n that market was over-supplied. If 
aliernatiYe markds could bo developed 
tu eft se, the strain upon London in the 
pc a k months of production, a Ycry bene
r;ci11 diert would result. Early in 
D- {'CIIlb(1 l' the co1npanv. nfh~r con:.Hllta
tion ,,-ith Lnndon, so-Li a]1lwoximately 
120 000 boxes of bnttor to X e" York, and 
within ten da vs of the time the prico 
of bnlter in L,;ndon increased by 2d. per 
lb., this being lru·goly dne to the know
ledge secured b-.- the London merchants 
i.hat this hugo total of butter had been 
diverted from the London market. '\Ve 
a1·o not satisl1ed with the dispcsal of 
butter to America,' · aid 2\Ir. Goodfellow. 
It was largely sold to speculative buyers, 
but a l-eginning had been made. The 
cultivation of this markcet w~uld 
undoubtedly re .. ult m an increased 
dcn1 ~,nc1." 

then the con1panv has :c;:o]d a ronsidf'r. 
RJTJonnt of butter in that particular 

murk0L There is one rlea;;:ing fpaturc with 
r0g"nl i'O the Prf''S reports. That butter was 
'l'Ht all the wav fro,.J New Zealand to 
.:\n10ritrr and sol~l in roH1peiition \Yith the 
h'ltt'~r lTJOdnccd in Atnf'ricu. \ nnn1bcr of 
thP An1crican jonrna.1" sic:d-t'd that A~HPrica 
should nppuint an e-xpert to go ov0r to KC'-v 
Zealand ;, nd asrprtain ho" butter was nutnu
factnrcd in that Ilominion. This bnit.er, not
._, itb-<tnn-C!lng it3 long storage and the long 
journey it \Yas sent, y,.~s superior to Lnttcr 
I hat as mado in Amcr'iea and sold in 1\i .Y 

York. 'Yhcn srrtall consignuH'nts of this 
lmtt•T we1·e sol't, the Ncv; Zealand people 
'·~'l'C told bv tlu., merchants ln _\rncri, a.., 
"You havo uno chance of getting on this 
~nar~{Ct. \Ye l;._tvc onr own ~upplics to draw 
from.'' That butter \Ya, of such O'Cccllent 
qualit,v that tlwy wPre able to sell 120 boxes. 
and probablv up to now they .havP been able 
t" 'e-ll 300.000 boxc in the same market. 
I confJiclnr that the pn::-put co-opcratiyc cmn
pr nit'S in Quef•JJdand ha \-P not done aJl they 
::-hould have done in n ~ard to research \York. 
The:; Jag sadly behind in thot respect. I 
suppc~e on0 reason t1.cy lag behind in 
rc:.;carrh work is simp]: beellJ~C the_, haYe 
had n1oncY adYanccd bv the Go\·ennncnt. 
C('nscqucnfly, whon they ~wantLd infonnation 

on any snbjcct, the:,r used to 
r4.30 p.n1.] approach the Uovennnrnt and 

o '.k for it. I suppose, since the 
Go\'ernment supplied them with the money 
and export. t.he,, o'l:pected that tht•y should 
also be able to supply them with all th0 
n:_ cr~sarv inforn1ation that they s.ulJ"cqnently" 
reqnireci. In oonsPquenc0, I thi. k thc:y have 
11e~lcet0d the vvork of research. and at the 
,ame tirno have con1e to the condusion t.hat 
thc,ir business lice in the direction of estab
li::hing a co-operative factory in a cArtain 
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localitv manufacture the butter, put it on 
ihe ma;·lwt, <l!ld leave all subsequent action 
to other people. I hope that, if this motion 
i< pas cl, it ,._j!l not be• long before thc,e 
co-o~1cratlvc rorupaniC'~ will become bona fide 
cO-Ol1CratiYo concerns and take control of the 
rnarketing of the prodw 0. Instead of depend
ing on tJw Go--. ornrncnt, it would be prefer
able if these companie,; engaged their o··, n 
hig-hly paid experts, who v. ould be ;1ble io 
deal with C\'Ory phase of the industry aul 
:make rccoiTinlcndations for the cstabli:-:;hutent 
of the neces•,ary branches connected with it. 
If that was done, the people of Quecmiand 
'" ould know n1oro about n1ilk po\\ dc1 "·, casein, 
and Yarious ot·ber produ ·t3 rna.nuf 1Cturcd 
from the primary products in other SUtte> 
nnJ countric~ at the pre~(~nt tin1c. In regard 
to that ph>Lse of the (\Uestion it wonld not 
be out of place, as it n1ight be .infor!ru:ttion 
tJ- --ome people, to mention that parts of 
n1oior cnr.s. cigarette holders, and tunlnella. 
hall eH(~ aro nwnufacturcd fro1n casein. 
,,-hich, in turn, is llHlnufadured Lorr1 the 
rnilk. Billirrrd balL:. arc also n1anufacturcJ 
h·oru i ~Pin. and grt'J.t use is m.aclc- of thi::; 
prod net jll the n1anufariurc of paint...;. There 
J, a -..-cry good c'tc1nand at thL pr'- sent tidW 111 
l\ l'\\" zc,aland for casein for the 111<-Lrlllfac-1 lid_' 

of those beautiful cretonne dn'- ,., -J \Yhich ~ ou 
bCC' the ladle~ \n·cning in BrlsLanc at tl ,, 
prcsc nt tin1e. I do not think it i3 necf ·"ar~ 
for rnc to take up ~~n:,~ great atnonut of -t i111G 

in the discus~ion of this rnatt( r. bN d1SC 

Pn~ry 1ncrnbcr of the llousc nru~t recognise 
thnt it i~ particularly desirable that sonic
thing should be done to assiot the prinnry 
produc:__·r in e\'ory \Yay p0~'3iLlc; and one of 
those \Ya.>':3 is certa.inl~: in tl1e dir(~ction of 
giying hitn the oppoi:tunity of ~ont rolling 
bmno of those products tb.at alread:T go 
through other channels in fillding their \YHY 
frolll the' producpr to the co,Jsumer. I would 
like to qnote a little table fro 11 the " Agri
l Llhlll'al J Ulll'llal" to c,}lO\V \V hat the producer 
gPts for tho article::; he produccc;, and what 
it co,t-, to place them iu the hallCls of Jhc 
cor:!"untcl·. The figurc:s relate to the -Gnited 
E:ing-do:.,. [u the c>Lse of Lrcad the fanner 
get- ..:.5 ~Jll' cont. of its cost, 1•• hercas the 
miiL•r, the t c1ker, and the transporter get 
65 fJl'l' cont. ....:\g.ain, in connection with 1neut, 
the groWC'l' rccoin:s 40 per cent. of the 
total cc~t-i£ you take thu meats gro\vn in 
Qu<:e>nsland I ·do llDt think thi:-s percentage 
wonld rcprosnnt his quota-and the various 
distributors get 60 per cent. \Yith reaard 
tu the rriCL' fHlid for lni/k, tho producc_•r '='gets 
47 per c.ent. and the distributors get )3 per 
cr·n1. EYcr~. one n1u~t, admit, that the s~ 1ne 

n1argius rnust pl'CYail in Que ~nsland 1 
i~c \Y"-'~ \\ould not l1aye the proprietary 

C011C0l'rt'. \Vhy not let c:o-opcnti,-o cOlll

panics participat~ in those n1argiuc:; 't I 
should be very rony to think thrrt the 
e--t, bti~ lu11n11t of co-operative con1pa11ic.3 
·, oulcl lll<': n the extinction of proprictar:. 
cone, en;;;, Lf·cau..;;e in their lnanago.Ll~cut tlr 
1nu~t have the proprietnry eoncrrus in corn~ 
petition ;,.-iih thcu1 to attain that efficicucv 
which thc.v should possE's::;. Thjs factor illU~"t 
ul:-o op rote a· far ~u production is cou
(·e:rned, as in both Cil""·Cs cffici0ncy Illll"t lJI'O
yajl in onler that the fann••r InaY reap tho 
fnll re\\ ard of his labours. ~ 

i>ir. CLAYTO.:\ (Tridc Bay): I ,,-ouid like 
to cong-ratulate the hon. member for Burnett 
upon having brought forward this 1notion. 
It tends to show the keen interest that hon. 
member has in the interests of the primary 

producer whom he represents so ably in this 
lJuuso. 

QppQS-ITIOX l\1EMBERS : I-Icar, hear ! 

~Jr. CLAYTO?\: The Country party ha· 
plaeed co~operation in tho forefront or their 
1nogramrr1 in strikin~,, contrast to the 
(ona!I cltl011 of inJu~try aciYOC'"ltcd b.,- Go
VCri1lTIOnt n1cn1bcrs. \Yhat \rt~ ai111 at is that 
the farmer should control his o'vn industry, 
and the1t he should be the mastrc· of that 
industry. That contl'Ol must be through 
co-opt•ratio:n. I \Yotdd itnpro;;-'3 on the Go
Y"rnll1ent. the nccc~"itv of financing th:.: rnan 
on the !. ne!. and putdng- hilll Ill such a posi
tion aB \Yill enable hin1 to crnbafk on 
c0-{) 1lerativo. enterprise. and t1:n1s reap the 
fnll reward for his labonr. (IIenr, hca1· !) 
It is U· clc -,:; tbe Go...-ernn1c1t f!'iYing that 
support unless the farnwrs rcali f' the 11CC·'F

~ity of co-operating. A certain arncnnt of 
rr·c;ponsibility must be placed rn the pro-

so tlnt he can be cduc tcd as to the 
of co~operating in c·vcrL-- dwnncl 

1hat is po:.-:;ib]c~ in order to plru~ hi."> pro
r1w e not only on the rnarkct Lut. jn the 
ltam]c; of the consumer. Thct is ,,-hat we 
aitll at. \Ye }HtVC' instance:-; \YhrYc that h.-:.s. 
bc::n carl'ied into effect in our buttrr and 
b ron factories. Our dnirv factories arc not 
a~tcg·dlter controlled amf mar .q:,cd · v the 
pl·imary rroducers or th i!1 60rno 
in;:;tanc,.::s we have ''dry shu-rchul.cl:::rs as 
mcmbPrs of tho·e " I atn ~urt·, 
thong·!t. that the "dl'~' ' \Yill 
be 1~lcnscd to g-d ont if !tP p •rd a fJll' 
thing for his intf'l'C:"ts. antl thu-. 11 ancl thP 
eonc(,rn over io 1h0 1n·ia1al'y prodarc_r Dr 
tho:~c contributing to that frrctory. ~Ficar. 
hc·,r ') That ·.-ill enable thP supphcr to 
control thn t ra,-·torv. The )Jur 1Tr;e Co
cpe: ati,Tc B:1ron FaCtor .. T i.·.· a co:.c0r11 \Y!1~ch 
}..; pure1:v cO-OllPratiYc. It 13 a factory \Ynich 
t~H' farrner::-. ar0 pronc1 oL auc1 the Govprn
ll1C'Ht ran take a lc~-.on from that factor: as 
an e-xample of \Yhat true eo-operation !llC'ans. 
Tlt •re is no doubt that that fa 'tory ha• {lone 
a o-re-1t dcnl to brino· about cO-opl'ration 
r._:n~ngst the hn1nf:'1'1:., b~raU!"C it ha~ SllllPl~cd 
them with the proof t 1rat they arc c,ettmg
eYcrything- they producf:' in eonncctit ~? with 
,-hat they suppl:.· to (,hat factory. \1 c con 
~i(lcr that the primary producPr want nror._:· 
i:~~ormation conr('rning n1arkct". rrnd \V0 

o·houlc1 011df'aYOlH i-o giYc' him n1orc infonH'l
tion. 1Ianv of the farlP_c rs in out:.ic1(• blo(·';'\: 
receive infOrn•tdion rrg rding- rainfalL \Yl1ir:1 
is of fW•istance, but wn sJwu]cJ look aftc· 
the -.('l1ino· end of tl10 bn2inf' ~. -c;-JfortL.
n;ttPlv nw~v farmer:; at the prf':c>nt. tl~nc a~·-: 
~~t th'C nlf'T(·:..,. of the __ pccu1ator. \Vc Yrant ·~c 
cut out that '.ort of thing- "" much -, y.-· 

po 3lh1y cun, r:,nd nrr<.~ng·c for the fannC'r. to 
.-_npph· his pro~ncc through co-op<'rahv, 
cltcnw'1s '"hi eh '-' dl le cr"cluctrd by formon 
thcrn.o.:('lvt':-3. 

T]H' Ja \\' of , 1 lppl;.- and dcnwnd is a good 
one, n.nc1 is applir.• ~)le to far m proch,._- 0 ; bnt 
oH re tlwt prodncl' Ic:_yc the farm tlw frn'tncr 
h.ts nothi11g- to do with the rontrol of thf' 
mark<'J for it. Ilr is dqwi,-ecl of the benefit 
he v.-onld rccniy{' if llf' had n1orf' inforrnatlon 
as to th0 ctnte of the nnrket. If thi'. infor
nwtion itJ. ~.uppliccl ~o him. he ccm1rl ,then 
rc£>,ulntc the ccmpctlng channels. l 1lllYf 

f.iuPplicd gonds to ng0nts. and l1avo not f:ot 
a fair return. I simpl~· h"d to take "-hat 
th<) ngent \You]d give 1110. and in <) sh:art 
time I found that that 1wrson was wrnmg
that produce over and n1aking a grnat deal 

1JI1·. Clayton.] 
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mme from it than the original producer. I 
want to see the GoYcrnmcnt tackle this sort 
of thing·. so that the farmer shall get a fair 
return f~r the many hours that he puts into 
his l )usinc::s. 

The Department of Agriculture in the 
United States ',tablished what is known as a 
::Vlarket ;'\cws Reporting Scrvic0. This wa,s 
started in a small way, and has praYed of 
great hcn·cfit to the primary producers, as it 
one blcs the man on the land to get informa
timJ as to the state of the market. Our 
Department of Agriculture should mor~ in r 
similar direction. Thev should ha,ve market 
n•ports :'Cllt ont to fhe country centre:-;
"·hcre manv of tho farmers do not gc•t papers 
or pPrhllps g'-t only one paper a week-~3h0\Y
i;~g the state of the nuuket ancl. ·wh.;tlwr 
tbuo is a glut, c-pccially in connection with 
r••rishable arti lcs. 'l'hrtt information wonlcl 
bn pootcd njl in tho different counlr;· dis
tricts. a.nd the fanner would know the right 
llme to bring in his produce to sell to the 
L0et adva~li.fl 3 C. This 1nattcr opens up a very 
big- question. and Olle requiring serious con* 
sid0rntion b:- all sections in Queensland.. I 
ngain ccngrntn1ate t_ho hon. mcr11ber for 
Burnctt on bringing for\vard the n1otion. 

:\h. DEACOJ'\ (Cunninulwm): It i,; a plea
·li.l'C to s11ppnr~ a 111olion liko thi;:, and l 
11rge hon. HlOnlb{ .._'s to pui it through aB 
e1 icklv a"3 po"_iLlc. Th;:n·o is a ---trong necc-~-
~l1y for rl•aiing big co-operative eonccrn:-
1 J eontrolthc n1arkets. The pre::;;ent siiuc.i-ion 
i,; diff..•r··nt from what it has Loon in the past, 
f:l:o general incre;_lSO in the IJrico of 0YE'fV

thing n :tnrally increasing the cost of prn
dtt( tion. farmer necc~:;;ar.ily requires a 

high return for his p (y-J.ucc, 
th-:r~ is · o~~o \YaY to brlnr" this abC'nt 
n1n~t C0'1trol the "nlark·- t ~nd get an 

.(!ultHlte price for what he s0lb. The present 
nwthod ha:3 scrYcd its turn, and po•J-:--ibly hns 
Lr·cn Yory good all ro11nd. ;\ o doubt. produce 
Ui(_'rchan;-., consider the in tore ·.ts of th0 ~oller 
u nlHrh as tho~e of the consurncr. but sonw 
uf them haYO a tc 1dcncy to gamble. 

A GOI.ERX~IE:\T )'[E~!BER : \Yhat are vou 
gc ing to do IYith the 11roducc 1nerchant? ~ 

:\Jr. DEACO:'\: He will find a different 
sphere q.lto3·ct her, probct!Jly in the H·hil 
trade. There ''"as JJOYer vet anv trade that 
cc.Hld not find wnwthiLg else t:o do. Puhap, 
the introd,;ciion of this system will not be 
r ;pulal·-nothing i~ popular that n!eans 
making Dthcr people pf\y-Lut I am SlHP thrrt 
hem. n1cmbers arc quite syn1pathetic. \Ye 
M0 all willing to a.grc<e to anything until it 
touches cur porkeis. and this schem(~. of 
coPrse. like n lot of other things-for imtance. 
on~ n1casuro no\Y before t~e H.ouse~is going 
to touch the pocket, of many of the people 
in the Si,atP and it will not be popuhr on 
iln1 account. I suppose this scheme wi!1 
no" be vcr:y rouch n1oro 11opnlar \Yhen it cnm~s 
+.o a hie-her price having to he paid by the 
umsmllcr. :'\aturally it goes a,gainei the 
gn• in to ha vo to pay a high price for any 
gcods produced locally. 'The consumers will 
IK. er understand that it is their O\Vll aciio·-s 
tint hav" made this necessary and that, for 
fil\'lr O\\·n sake, ::npp1ie-, mu:::t be kept· up, 
and they cannot expect supplies to be kept up 
unirss the bnsiness pays. As a result of a 
la,·ge co-·:>perative concern controlling the 
In:trkeL. 1t rnav bo 11C'CCS'"'·arv to sell goods 
oYerscas at " lower price than that eh<trged 
locally. It may be necessary to chrtrge a. 
hi"hor price locally to make up for losses 
All these things naturally follow. Whether 

[211r. Clayton. 

h o sit on this oide of the House or on thH 
other side, we are all striving to give every
body a fair deal. Everybody must get a 
fair deal, and the producer generally ca,nnot 
go on bearing the increased burden for revery
thing without getting his share Lack; and I 
do not see any way in which he can get that 
unless he receives the loan of a large sum o[ 
rnc•!ley to enable him to establish co-opon.tiYe 
r>1arketing. I commend the motion to Go
,·urnment members. If their own policY i,, to 
b~ effective, then they must be prcparPcl. to 
'lsk their supporters to sacrifice somciJun,g 
to meet thEi situation. I rpcommond lh1s 
motion to their attention, and sinceruh hope 
it will have their earnest support. 

Mr. COLLI;'\S (Bowcn) : Many startling 
thing.' h 1ppcn in Parliament from time to 
t'lne and one of the most startlmg happened 
this 'afternoon when the hon. member f01; 
Burnctl got up and mo1·cd a motion which 
is practicallY in accord with a re'olutwn 
n ovcd e.t lhe Emu Park C01wenbon and 
1.-hich >nts adopted by the Labour party .. It 
"ho>Ys that our propnganda is v.ery effective 

J far as hon. mcn1bers opposite are C?ll

cHm 1. Let rnc read Yel"'' slow!: the motwn 
n,ovcd ]Jy the hon. memb0r for Burnett. It 
sa~·s-

" That, in ordor to assure to primary 
producers the poosibi!ity of control~ing 
tlw rr:arkctin~ of their produce, legJsla
tiYe proYi~ion be 'made and loan moneys 
be ntade available for the establishnlf nt 
of co-oJwratiYc pwduce agenciu, to be 
controlled by the primary pl'Oducei:s 
thcn:.;c·lv0s throug·h a properly consti
tuted directorate elected b_y subscnbmg 
shureb.,;ldcl·s. )' 

:\"<) -. kt lB rr·1d thP Labour pal~ty' platform 
UE(.\;r the head of '·Agriculturo"-

''A rural crollit scl1en1e io finance 
oTnn•,J:-< of farn10rs for co~opcrative onter
pri'< :, conncct<•-d with production. distri
bution, or marketing of fann product-s.'" 

··~.rou cnn ~{'C there ji, a si1nilnrib bcbveen the 
;wtion nlo'- cJ by the hon. ~ n1embor for 
Burn0tt owl on<' of the r;lanks of the Labour 
party\ platform. 'The hon. member for 
BnriJett, in hi" rr1otion, says-

'' Provision be made and loan moneys 
be made available for the establishment 
of eo operative produce agencies." 

The Lr!bonr platforrn, as onJ realises, goes a 
long way further, because it says-

"A rural credit scheme to finance 
groups of farmer:o for co-operfttive enter
prises.'' 

Entcrprise<;j in general, out.sidu of produce 
aapnries. I an1 surpris0d at hon. members 
oPr~osito not kno,viug tho Labour party's 
platform, and I am surprised to hear. that 
tht~'y are in accord v·ith ,,:hat ,vas earned at 
lhn Emu P~rk Comention. I do not know 
how: that sPetion of the Opposition which is 
called the Unitf'd party is going w vote for 
the motion. Then we go further in our 
platform. and say-

"Organisation of primarv producers 
for their protection ag'1 inst middlemen, 
private financial institutions, or other 
exploiting agencies." 

I liotcned vcrv carcfLllh- to the hon. member 
for Stanley, and vvhenv WO get "Hansard" 
I think we shall find that in the early part 
of his spc0•:h he made reference to middle
men fullY half a dozen times. 'fhen we have 
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the speech of the hon. member for Wide Bay, 
and he likewise made repeated references to 
middlemen. Our platform makes provision 
for the protection of the producers against 
exploitation by these middlemen, and not 
only by middlpmen, but by " private fi_n~n
cial institutions, or other expl01tmg 
agencies .. , It goes a lon.g way further t~an 
the motion. Then, commg to the <Juestwn 
of co-operation-the hon. member for BUl·nett 
"·ants a little instruction on co-operation
''"" go a little further and say-

" State or co-operatiYo cold stores, 
flour n1ills, and granaries"-

A fiour mill was opened at South Br;sbane 
this morning by the hon. member for 
\Vynnum. 

j\h-. KERR: \Vhe~t <1bout co-operative cotton 
ginneric;;:? 

:'IIr. COLLil\JS: Our platform says-
,, State or co-operatiYe cold stores, 

flour mills and granarie;,, sugar-mills 
and refineries7 ag-ricultural implln1ent 
work:", fertiliser and arsenic Inanufac
tories, cotton gin.:..ing, fruit prcserYing, 
bacoll curing, butter and cheese rnanu
iactnre, and generally for the proceesing, 
l'C't.ail and \vholesJJe rna.rketing, .and dis
tribution of produce." 

That CO\'CI"S the propual •Jf the hon. member 
fo::: Bunwtt. ThPre i3 no need to waste the 
time of the House in discussing this motion, 
bec·amc it is practically on all fours with 
t 1;,• Labour party's platform, il!ld I intend, 
when I :>it dO\Yil. to hand the hon. member 
for Burnc-tt a c.opy of the Labour party's 
platform .eo th·1t he "ill be more conversant 
\\ ith what our platform roan,- contains. 1 
,:J not intend to delay the House. I got up 
to tc!ni!](] bon. nlcrubt:rs opposite that \\8 

have nn agricultural polic,r \\~hich aims at 
tlw stopping of the exploitation of the 
fauucrs by raiddlcrncn and other agencies 
a:-3 well. 

:\Ir. EJYWARDS (Xanango) :I have much 
jllc:"ure in rising- to support the motion 
moncl Lv the hon. mc-mber for Burnett. 
\\"hcthcr 'it be in the Labour party's plat
form or nL t i:;: irrnnaterial. If we can help 
the La hour party to bring into being a 
~cllcnw of rural credits whereby co-opera
tion will be t:'itablished in the country 
di,tricts of (ueonsland to enable the farmers 
to ha vo cc,Htrol of the marketing of their 
produce under a true co-operative system 
\. ithout GoYernmcnt interference at all, then 
I 'm sure members of the Country party 
\Yill give them eYery assistance. The point 
at ,.-hich we shall differ with the suggestions 
put for\\'ard by the Emu Park ConYention is 
m regard lo Go;-ernment control. I have 

neYer yet seen ono thing which 
[.5 p.m.J the Government haYe established 

in the interests of the prim>try 
producen but wh>tt has been subject to 
Governn1ent <::ontrol in somo shape or form, 

·which has practical!}· ruined the true spirit 
of co-operation in the matter. This motion 
deals with ono of the most important 
matters that can be discussed by hon. mem
bers. \Ye have experienced a dilficulty in 
Queen,land in handling- our primary pro
ducts; and, while various organisations have 
from time to time sprung up and attempted 
to bring about a true spirit of co-operation 
in that direction, they have. to a large 
extent. been failures. I am in accord with 
hon. members opposite if they are in earnest 
in their desire to nssist the primary pro-

ducors of the State in establishing what is 
known to us who haYe been talking about 
tile matter for the last t'>enty years as the 
tnte spirit of co-operation. That is the 
system of co-operatiun at the present time 
vr·orking in Denmark, New Zealand, and 
other parts of the \:orld, without Govern
ment interference in any shape or form. All 
that the hou. member for Burnett is asking 
the- Government to do is to give financial 
assistance to the people through eo-operative 
agencies, and bring a bout the establishn1ent 
of co-operatiYe organisations in the State. 
This is a Government function. If we are 
g-oing to organise the producers, it will be 
o£ no avail unless \YO assist thcrn financially 
to get their products la the consumers in 
the bc"t possible way. It is not only a matter 
of getting the products to t:ho consumers in 
uur own country, but of the difficulty of 
sending them to people in other parts of the 
\Yodel. At the prosem time thd·e is estab
lished in Australia y-hat is known as the 
Fe-deral Co-operatin, \Vholesale Agency, 
which combines all the co opPrative distri
bul-ing con1panies of any :,izo in Australia, 
and that organisation has e,tablidwd a floor 
in London. So far ns I an1 aware, "·e have 
onl:~ one di-trihuting agp_-_(·y in (~ueen£land 
in -which thC' shareholder~ arc the prirnary 
producers. It seen1s to n1c that son1o mean~ 
n1ight be r~doptecl in connection with _ tho 
locaJ organi13ations cstablisL, d in the country 
di,tricts by which the grntcr part of our 
primar.• products could be handled on the 
tloor in London through co-operative 
channels. It ma_,". be po>sible after full 
information is obtained from other parts of 
the world, lo cstc blish distributing centres 
ti1rough which the consnmer can be brought 
i11to clo.:;er cont:1ct 'Yith the primary pro
cinct:r than ho is at thl" present tin1e. 

I\Ir. COLLTKS : \Y c proYidc for all that in 
oEr platfonn. 

:'lir. EDvVARDS: I am ple-ased to hear 
the hon. member say that: b'1t, unfortu
natch, it is not going to help the producers. 
I-IaYing it in the platforn1 i-; one thing; 
but bringing it into practicr is a_not~1er. The 
Country part·y are bere to a _sJ~t Hl estah
li~h1ng e1 irtw co-opcrati\-o principle, to 
e,•,ble the producers to get their products 
direct to tho consu1ncr. The consumers 
should also be brought into contact with the 
l"·oducers through co-operatiYc organisations, 
\Yithout Govel'nmont interference. If hon. 
nctmJbers opposite had dealt with the different 
industries in which the producers are engaged 
to-day in a true co-operat.iYo spirit, _t~ey 
vi·ould be iu tL ver.u runch better position 
t:h an they are at the present time. 

V\'o are also in great difficull.y in Queens
land and Australia at the prosent in regard 
w lran',)lOrt arrang-ements. \Yo haYe dilfi
culty in handling our prodllcts between the 
co:mtrv districts and the cities, and between 
our cities and other parts of Australia. If 
the Governn1cnt "\vero to takn this matter 
sincerely to hc•art. rtnd not merely place it 
in their platform but put it into practice, it 
would enable the producccs to do better 
than they haYe clono in the past. If the 
Go-..:ernment n.rc going to n1~.ko 1noney. aval}
able to assist the primary p·oduccr.s m thrs 
direction, they will get all the assistance 
that wo can possibly give them. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Do You not realise that we 
ha Ye sufficient nnmbcrs over here to carry 
oul our platform? 

Mr. Edwards.1 
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Mr. ED\YARDS: I quite admit that. but, 
although the GoYcrnrnent vvere in office for 
six y~:n·s before tho Country party came 
into being, ihey have no,·er taken any notice 
Df the 1winuuy 11roducer, until novv. 

Mr. COLLTXS: It would not do for vou to 
tell the Dowcn people that. Vi"e have looked 
after the fruitgro'; ·-:rs' inter~.._gb;. 

Mr. EDIVARDS: l\o one knows better 
then the lwn. membc•r for Dowcn that 
allhough 98 per cent. of our butter was 
tnrncd out by co-opcr;,tive factories, he, with 
ih .. .- assistance of his Government, stepped in 
and sei,ed that butter, and low.ored the price 
t,J l~Ss. pc~r C\rt., in consequence of \\ hich 
there \Yas a lms of not lc.-,s than £300,000. 
I hcpe that Hu:> Co.-crnment will bring in 
the neec-;sary JcgisLltion this session, and 
that the llJoucv requirr'd will be made aYail
nble f:o that co-operatiYe agencies may bo 
"' ••bli,!wd, b: »-hich we can eliminate lho 
wa~.te which i'S going on as between produc
tion and consurnptlon in this State. 

Orrosurox ).'[E:'IIBLBS : He-!lr, hear ! 
The SECRET.'.RY FOR AGRICl:LTL'HE 

(lion. \\. I\'. Uillic ~, Hachum): I sup: o~e it 
qoc· v>:ithont. sn""','ing that on Thur;::;.da~, after

pri ,-a to m em hers should be allmYcd to 
a lilt],, bit {)f prQpaganda; but it is 

passiug str:111gc that o 1notion of this k1nd 
shoul 1 be hblcrl, in ,-icw of tho fact that 
the Council of _ \grieulture c ·er since it~ 
inf ·ption L L3 bee11 busy upon schen1es ·to 
as~.:;i~t co-npl'lLLtiYc cotupanics. Last year I 
placed be fore that Council a n1easurc \Yhirh 
y,Tas pa"H:d in 1921 in South l1fl·ica--on0 of 
tl;te lllO.'t cmnprC'lH'nsiYc co-operative Act , 
I think. v1hich g'l'<lCI's the RtatHte-b·~ok in 
any part of tlw '"wld. e,m] on that material 
and ·with the a~si~tancc of other inforn1ation 
the Council is very busy preparing a schon1c. 
l\Iorco,·cr, it is n1c:ntioned in th~~ Gov{.l'!10l 's 
Sw·:-ch ilwt a Bill will be brought in to 
make bcttPr pl: "n-i:..:io-n i'or co-opprarivc cTn-

But, of cotn·:::c•, it is not surpri.s!ng 
ll1PtnLc1.: on fw othl'r side of th{' 1l(JLt:3c, 

rt:,:.:oci··t d 'ith rniddlcnH'H \vho aro bittcrlv 
opposed to L 1-op ration, should ,nblnit ~t 
motion of this kiEd on private n1enbers da>,.,.., 

The mover pointcJ to tho groat strick3 
\Yhich Le ,'-.. tiJ had br·Pn rnade in An1crica 
in co-operation, HlHl i.hn hon. n1c1nber fot· 
St.anley, ,dw scrondcd th0 rnotion, was not 
too keen upon absolute co-operation, bc'CUEe 
he \Lllltcd ]ll'iv'lte enterprica to stand by 
,ftnd contpt tc \\ d.:1 co-operation in order to 
kc c•p the latter ri,ht u:' to thn collar. If I 
know anything abfJut co-operation, \vhether 
it bl compulsory or voluutary, it 1ncans that 
all the pror!ucerc ill the industry concerned 
sfa!J come into littc and suppl5· the v,]wlc of 
t11c1r 1'<:1\\" produ .t to rho co-opc'rativc ('Oll

cern. How thPn ;, it possible fm- true co
Qperation to exist in this State if priYate 
enterprise is to colnpcte with it? 

To show the ina'-curacy of the statemc 1t 
that America is leading the way in co-opera
tion, I \Ya.nt to quote from a fcv{ statements 
showing the actual pooition there. I have 
before me a statement made by Mr. J. H. 
Hay, Deputy Commi,;sioncr of tho Depart
ment of -~ griculture for the State of 
lVlinnc-ota, written from the State capital, 
St. Paul. to the editor of our "Agricultural 
Journal" on the 2Hd November, 1922-

" :\1r. Randolph Dedford, of the 
Queensland Parliament of the Common
wealth of Australia, appeared before an 
agricultural committee of the United 

fJlr. Edwards. 

States Congress at \Vashington, D.C .. 
U.S., on 22nd :\1arch, 1922. He pre
sented the conditiQnc obtainin;; in £\us
tra1ia \vith reference to the 1narkcting of 
various agricultural co:nn1odit.ie::; ia your 
couniry. 

" By reason of the scope <>f his di~ · 
cmsion, he apparently hac! not l imc to 
enter into all the details of the mo' c
nwnt and financing of your gr_kin crops. 

•· I a1n writing you in order to n:ceivc, 
if possible, throttg'h your courtesy, ,ny 
lit:•ratnre or bulletins of any kind \Yhich 
your Goycrnn1cnt issues relative to thi~s 
8.Jbjcct. Yuu haYG aiJlLl'Clltly elimin
ated frotn TOlll' n1arketing processes all 
grain gambling and tho activitie'3 of 
(:Crta.in inclividuab cr1gagcd in the grain 
bu'line::-s in lhc L~nited Stah$ known a'5 
• 1nicldlcmcn.' '' 

Thu t gcntlernan points to quccnsland as 
btvjng cut out the rniddloman, so far as 
wheat is conc(:.rncd, yet the hon. men1-
b:er for Duructt pQints to ,\,merica as furnish
)I~g an exan1plo of co-oporaticn which we 
should fo!lm,. I might well go further 
a11d ..,hov:; that true co-operation means better 
\vagc~. Thoro is no doulJt in the world a-Lout 
that, Lcca.uso, if the fanners cut out nliddlc
moll like some of our friends opposite, and 
get all tho profits of chcir industr::. and if 
they cJmc direct!:: in cont~ct \\·ith the con
sumer, they naturally can pa;; better \\ .1gcs 
to thL; n1on -..vho a···~ist thuu to feuce tl1cir 
land, to build th0ir dams, and to grow ancl 
harn-,t their crops. Only where true co
operation exists arc hlgh wages paid. 

l\ow. I l1aYc another extract \\hi eh I wish 
to read. :\lr. Ben. C. :\Iar_ch, secretary of 
the .:\nH•rican Farr:E•rs' Xat~onal Cou~nc·il. 
\\Tote, as rtpor:cd in the '·Producers' 
Re\~ie\' '' of lOth June, 1923. under the head
ing) "\"rages Lo~;o;;, Farn1crS l")oor"'-

" Fanners arc always poorest \rh,::n 
thP/ pay the lowest wages. In 1919, the 
Bureau of tho Census rcpo!'ts, the valuD 
of all farm crops as £2.950,0<!0.000. 
\Yhile the axpenditurc for labour, yalue 
of rent, and board furni:5hcd a~llOll!Jt::cl 
to £270.000,0CO." 

·,'ant our low-wage advocates on t!L~ other 
side to take particular notice, of this state
n1ent-

" In othPr words, the total farm expen
diture for labour in 1919, when the 
fa,-mers \Yore prosperous, \Yith thF hie h
"~::age ~calf', \\ i13 onh a little over 9 per 
cer.t. of the value of farm product•- that 
~1car.'' 

:\Ir. MORGAx: Do hig-h wages increase the 
price for r.l\Y prodHct.s? ~ 

The SECREV,RY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
They c•na blc the farmer to get from the con
bLUner a better price. Generally s1_1caking, 
thcr n1akc for prosperit.v. ?\o indu:::b·y ever 
~uffercd fronl paying high \'{agr~s; if the 
labour was dficicnt, they never harmul it. 
If the hon. n1embcr wants to make a fortun:
in a low--,, age country, let hin1 gD to India. 
I think I might bo permitted to emphasise 
thi3 point in vic\v o£ the discusGion whirh 
we lwvc had in this Chamber for the la't 
tv:o or three dan. Let me tell hon. mcm!,crs 
that. if the whole of the butter produced in 
Australia had been sold in Australia, tlw 
farmers would haYe got £125,000 more than 
they !<Ot by exporting it to a low-wage 
countrv-Great Britain-where the Govern
ment "of the day broke faith with the 
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farrners and -..vent back on their guarantee 
of a ccrt;tin price for a nuinbc,, of year~, 
1Yith the r0sult that the of farm 
labourers in Grca t Britain to bo 
roducuL There is no better argun1cnt in 
favour of good v.Tagc.\~ than that very fact. 

:i\fr. ~lonG \K: Then :;.our argument is in 
favour of d0creasod prcduction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
l\ly argunwnt is in favour of increased pro
duction. There is no such thing as O\ er
productio11. Cnd,:r-consumption is brought 
about b:· lcnv \Yagcs. Ilo\v can any intelli
r;ent n1an t·dk .abouL OYf'l'-llroductiQn -.,yhen 
1nillinns o± hun1an b·:ing 0 in this wDrld arc 
Et __ rviYl'!'? I :-ay tbrtt under-production is 
bro·,ght abnut be{ au-:.o the pun:ha:-:-ing price 
whieh the p('oplc can a[l'ord ""~Yill uot enalJlc 
them to lm.v the article produc< d. Hon. 
mcndJC~ts O')JlO."'itP nre the Jo\r-\vagc party. 
Their j.olitica I econonty ;, so dctlcient that 
th0y cr~nnot eoL:cPiVP of any .,, l.l,Y of assisting 
the f~ll .1lt'l' other than b.) adYocating ]o-,~· 
wages and dear land. 

)lr. En\,-\.RDS: Y"'ou know that that i~. not 
t•·ue. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I say thn t t.hc average fanner now is ~o 
intelligent that he can see that, if wages 
gc11erally are lov,T 7 th<~ prices of his ('onnno
ditic. muot be reduced in consequence. 
Gcn:rally lw has rc<tson to complain of his 

n payment, but he rccogni -es that his 
n1ust not he th(~ only industrv 11nyi11g ]o\v 

and tlLtt by coming into line he is 
to ]ll'OYidc a bdtet and a higher 

.1nd lJc'COll1" a 11101'\ llrC'lWrOH"' l11a11. 

\Yith regar<l to progress in America that we 
heM so 1•mch about. I think it is a yerv 
important fact, and one which should b~ 
reme>mbcred and emphasised, that in 1919, 
of the total Yalue of the farm products 
rn·oducP' l iu An1erica, tho Yalue Df the \Yage·;; 
paid for laboul' ropres0nted only 9 per 
c-ent. I want to know where the other 
91 per cent. goes. This is all an argu
ll1Cnt for co-op-eration. If truo co-operation 
exist~d in all the States of America, as 
the hon. member for Burnett inferred, 
rnore than 9 p(.:>r cent. \Youlcl ha\ c gou -~ 
to the 1Yorkcrs, and the farmers would 
have rcrt!i\ c-J n1on than t 11L'v o·ot. 1 could 
giYc BOf' 0 ftgnrr-; frou1 the ~sa1~1c authority 
sl:wv:ing thctt the fanner l'C'CC'iYc: onh, aLon .. 
45 per cent. of the total \ aluP of :rno;t oi hj
pro-duct•-fwt i•, of the price which the 
consumer ha:;; to pa v. Lot tho workers and 
the farmc1 unite and demand the lull reward 
of their labour. 

The ,~hole policy of the Labour party, as 
the hon. member for Bowen pointed out, is in 
its platform, and is to bring the producer and 
the consunwr together. The highest form of 
flattery is itnitation7 and hon. rncmbers who 
now get up and say that they believe in the 
policy of the Labour party should have taken 
up that attitude years ago. Instead of fight
ing. the Labour _party with regard to their 
agncultural pohcy, hon. members opposite 
should haYe endcayoured to make the condi
tions of the man on the land much better. 
\Yhat 1Yas the attitude of the leader of the 
Country pa.rt.y last secsion when I endeav
oured to place on the statuto-book a piece of 
legislation which now is an object-lesson to 
the whole world? It is a piece of leg-islation 
which organises the farmers of Queensland 
into one solid national organisation. \Vhat 
di? the leader of the Opposition say? Ho 
sa1d the Bdl was a first instalment of SoYiet-

1srn. Later on he said it was taken from the 
Country party platform. Later on he 
dec)arPd it to be a bunch of carrots held out 
to the farmers. Later on he said that 2\lr. 
B<>l>bington ad vacate-d the sanw policy years 
a~'O. One would have 1n1agined that a leader 
ot a great partF, as has been pointed out by 
the "Producers' RcYicv•:'' tirne and again, 
1Yould have forgotten his hatred of the 
Labour party and .s.aicl, " This is a schcrrw 
that is going to bcn('fit. the \vholo of the 
farmers of QuN'nslrrnd. It i' a statesman
like scheme broud1t forward b1' the Thr:>dore 
GoY'- rnn1cnt, [L_cl we are goill'g to get 1·ight 
in bPh~nd i1 an<i give it our 11ndi \~idcd SUIJ
pon." What ·did the} do? Thcj not only 
nitici 0d it; bul, like the hem. member for 
Xanango, they went about the c-onntn,. and, 
>\hi le not saying it publicly, said priyately 
that it 1Yas only a scheme to hoodwink the 
f;JrnH'r::> and g('t their votes, and they advised 
tlw Lrmcrs. if they got into the •·.chcmc, 
!o get iuto it fo1· political purpos1 ·1 onl~r, as 
It \Yas only a ~'t.:hen1c to got their votes. 

">Ir. EDWARDS: Tll"t is 11ot trne. 
The SECRF,T.-\RY FOR _\GRIGCLTURE: 

The hon. mon1her for 1'\anango, who clain1s 
to 'f '"k on behalf of tho farmer, and who 
daiab io be a farnTer hin1sclf, :1nd who, I 
untlcj_·~tand, is ,a very bad farmer--

1Ir. CORSER: That ie not true. 
The S'E:CHETATIY FOR AGRI\'l:LTL.:RE: 

Should haYe ac'Crt<'d his manhcod and said, 
''This is a good schcrno, and I will sup
port it, and I will a-k all my LHming friends 
to support it, because it is a good schernc for 
the fanner," and a good thing for Queens
land. 

0PPOSlTIOX ::YIL\lBEHS intcrj( cting: 

ThP SEf"RET~\RY FOR AGRICL:L'IURE: 
It is onh· when an animal is hurt that he 
Equca1s. ~I am hurting hon. rr1en1b..__rs oppo
f'itc. I rose for that p1Jrpo.-o this afternoon. 
I rose for the purpose of showi11g tlH ir 
hypocrio·.',T and \Vtn1t of sincerity on lJ,:half 
of their w-callccl frie-nds, the farmers. 

:i\Ir. CoRSER: \Vhat about your insinc~·i·ity 
in giYin:r land to , cldicr.- on pe1·pctual lca:::c
hold let:ure' 

The SEl'HETARY FOR AGHICCLTt:RE: 
All that is now suggested is in the Labour 
part.F's pl.atfornL The Governn1ent took a 
big r·tcp forward last year. 'The Council 
of Agriculture has been busy on the scheme 
for surnc months. The Bill is included in the 
Goyernor's Speech, and has been drafted to 
be placed on the statute-book. which Bill 
deab with the matter we are discm,ing this 
aftr>rnoon. It is onlv natural for hon. menl
bcrs opposite to take. advantage of the Stand
ing Orders and gc•t up on Thureday afternoon 
and blc w off hot air in this way. We know, 
1vith regard to co~operation, that the Labour 
GoYemrnent of Queensland lead the way 
throug-hout the lengih and breadth of Aus
tralia, because we are the only State giving 
the farmer power to form a pool. The hon. 
member for Bulimba and the hon. member 
for \YanYick do not believe in the pooling 
sy•tcm; they are not concerned about the 
1vhcatgrower getting a decent price for his 
wheat; they are dead against the pooling 
system, and they cannot stand it. In Victoria 
a little vYhile ago the Victorian onion-growers 
had a deputation to the Minister for Agricul
ture. The report of that deputation state~-

" A deputation of Viclorian onion
growers last week urged the Government 
to fc,rm a compulsory pool to take over 

Hon. W. N. Gillics) 
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th~ unsold balance of the crop. The 
growers said the cost of prnduction was 
£6 per ton, including labour, and many 
of them were receiving only £2 Ss. ner 
ton. It was suggc·.ted that the p8ol 
should fix the selling price at £7 per ton. 
growers to be all m' •cd £3 at once and 
£4 held m hand for expenses and 
reserver,;.~' 

Just list.-n to what the Minister said in 
H ply. He is Yery different from the iilinis
tPr in Queensland-

" A pool \Vas out of the question, a::: it 
vvas ag-ainst the policy Df the Governn1ent 
mcnL" 

:'.1r. EnwARDS: Did the·• ever s<;izc the 
{.:_1 l'nlers' crops in Victoria ( 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The- pooling system is against the policv of 
1 I10 Tories, whether they sit in thi:': IIousu 
or in Victoria. I sav vvii.hout fear of contra~ 
clictian that, witho'ut the pooling system 
UJ-operation is not co1nplete. S0me farmers 
,;o•1ld not come in until tlJC;~- were compelled 
lJ do so. They would be like the " scab" 
v. orl.::cr::; who "tand outside tho union, and 
say. " I can get a, j-ob; I can get a decent 
wagt\; I arn not ~oing to tie n1yself up 
to a union." They arc prepared to take 
,Jl the benefit, but they arc not prepared 
to join an ort~anisation, \Vhethor it bo a 
union or a co~opcratiYe organi:,ation, and 
talD th2 risk or odium of helping to 
m kc it a succc:c-s. \Yhcn it is a stF:cess 

will take all the benefits and probably 
to it ;_u "our co-O}Wrativo corn pan~.·." 

1irne has arrivrd \rbcn coinrmlsio~t shnuld 
applied in necessary cas3s with proper 

sar guard."<, 

~.Ir. ConSER: Are you :;·oing to support the 
IYJ ~;on? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIUGLTURE: 
It Vdl ·• becau;:;o it was ncccssarv that I 
bnmght in the Bill last year pro,-{ding that 
' nnpuh:ion could be applied by the co-oper
ti,-,, or["ani,ations with regard to the various 
rnarketing sche1ncs. I have Yarious tcsti
n!Onials which I c:w read with re&;ard to 
lrhat \Y.J arc doinC!:. _,:-\_t Bvron Bav~ a few 
clays ago, Mr. Smith, in dealing ,;-ith the 
<lnestion of bananas, is reported to haYe 
said-

" :\Ir. S1rith outlined the Qncen:Olnncl 
proposai::. Dnring his address he said 
that. although '''Jmo people m:1y not 
agree with the politics of tho pro5ecnt 
Govcrnml'llt in Queensland, he i1HJnght 
all would admit that the• Qur~nshnc! 
Government were doing all they cuul--1 to 
place primar;.· prodm crs of t.hat Stab 
in a better position. He believ~cl tho 
1narket for bananas could bo extended if 
organised." 

T~·ot is an excellent tutimonia! coming from 
a g-entlen1an who does belieYe in thf~ l.n hour 
r;a.rty. There are many other testimonials 
cerning from various parts of the \Yor1d
sc·me from South Africa, some from Victoric, 
fOlTie from :\few Zeala.nd, and son1c fron1 
Amcrica-all inquiring what the L%bunr Go
' r_/-, :e~1~ of Queensland are doing to c-rgonise 
the farmers and encourage co-operation in the 
C:tnte. Some of these testimonials arc verv 
complin1entary. There js no occasion for m'C 
to take up the time of the House gctiin&; 
them into "Hansard" this aftcrnoan. It is 
'.vel! known that the eye' of the world to-day 
.>re on the policy of the Queensland Govern
' ,,cd; in their efforts, both voluntary and 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

cc.mpulsory, to bring about co-oper •.lion and 
tn place the farmers on a better footing. 

A Bill is now being draftecl to make true 
co-operation possible. It will afford any 
group of producers an oppOi'tunity either to 
market, to manufacture. to sell, or to buy 
their requir<>mcnts. lt 'vi!! be possible for 
them to group together and be financed so 
that they can be assisted in buying whole
' 1le their fertilisers, their seed, their farming 
tools. etc. The position of the farmer to-day 
is that he has to sell whoksale and buy 
retail. The GO\·ernmellt say tf.at the position 
should be reYer•ccl rrncl that the farmer shall 
come in direct contact · . .-ith the consumer, 
and ' .!! retail and bu> ''"holesale. He will 
sell the prorluce of the farm retail to the 
consumer through his O\Vll organisation, 
owl he will cut out the middleman altoc·cther. 
F o will be able to bnv his icrtilisN. farm 
11~ 1chincrv. secJ. and~ other n'qllir(!lH~nt;; 
wbolesale' instc1.cl of rehil as at p]·esent. lt 
]., the rwlicy ol this party to bring ihP con
~tlnler and tho producer nt arer to one 
another, and that can only be clone by co
operation. The Bill will provide that farmers 
Jn.y come together and form a socic1y with 
or without capital. It will not be compul
sor/ for them to raise any capital by shares 
for the purpose of buying, selling, or manu
factnring any farm products in Queensland. 
When that Bill reaches this Chamber even 
the Opposition, who cannot ~ee anything good 
in any-thing introduc'2d b:v a Labour Govern
Ir1Pnt, \vill rt~coo-nise that it is onf' a£ the most 
cnmprchr-_.nsive o and up~to-datC' co-op-. ration 
Hills that has over boon introduced 1n any 
Parliament in the world. Then-fore. this 
''-tempt this afternoon to make a little> bit of 
pc•litical npital by anticipating smn··thin_g 
wl:ich the Government arc about to clo IS 

nl! l1ot a.ir. 
UOVER~JHE-sT ?.Ir:\IBERS: II0a.r, hear! 

Mr. LOGA':'-i' (!"or!. ycr): I have very much 
pioasure in supporting thi" "·orthy motiOn 
d t'1c hon. member for BnrnotL It is rather 
ir!tf:resting to note the cxrcptioll tll'"'t the 
C Tvernn1cnt aro taking to the n1otion. 

OPPOSITION ME}IBER~ : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. LOGAX: I do net intend to speak 
l~n1g, ~c that _tht: rncntbcrs on. thL• opposite 
Side may be grYen an oppmtumty to yote on 
tho motion. The Secretary for ~\gncnlture 
has dct:c:ribed the n1otion as hot air so fur as 
the f'ountry party is concerned. I wish _to 
refute that, and sav that it has been the arm 

of the Countrv partv. ac long as 
[5.30 p.m.] it has been in' o~ist~Jice, to bring 

about a S~\ stc1n of co-opcrahon 
surh as is outlined in the nvJtion. I am sure 
that. if a reasonable chance is giY~n to the 
Country parh, the,· will at all times endea
,·our to prac:ise what they preach. I am 
also pleased at the information given by the 
hon. member for Bowcn, that the recent 
cJnYention of the Labour part,, at E:nu 
Park a-dopted a similar principle. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: \Vo had that principle in 
our platform long before tha1. 

Mr. LOGAN : Th0 matter has been fairly 
. .,.,.1! ventilated this afternoon. and I believq 
that, ,Yhen the hon. member for Burne~t 
introduced this motion and outlined h1s 
~cheme, he did so in all sincerity and not 
for political propaganda. 

0PPOSITIOX 2\..fEMBERS : Hear, hear l 
Mr. KIRWAN: Political kite-flying, that is 

all it is. 
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Mr. LOGAN: The sole purpose of the 
n>otion is to placE· the primarv producer on 
a better footing i han he is to-day. 

Mr. CORSER: It ;, something ccncrete. 
~1r. LOGAN: I congratulate the hon. 

member for Burnett on propounding a ccheme 
with a view to bringing about a solution of 
tho troubles of the primary producers, as 
1 heir position has been very serious for some 
time past. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC vVoR.;(o: How 
do you propose tu finance the' scheme" 

:\Ir. LOGAN: By giving the co-operative 
cornpanies a fair chance and placing them 
on a fairly sotmcl fmancial footing, the time 
will come when the,- will be able to control. 
not only the marketing but the transport 0! 
their products overse:ts.. I trust that the 
Government will take up this scheme in the 
true spirit i hey should and support the 
ruot ion. At any rate, we hope the GoYcrn
'""'"t 1vil! stic!, to their guns and support 
the n1casurc. 

:\fr. l\IORGAX (.lfurilla): I listened 1vith 
YPl'V 1nuch interest to the manv orra:ic state
lllents and flm·· of hot air which came from 
thP SL'C'rcta.ry for _1\gricultul'C in connection 
with this matter vYlwn '-"" arc all unani
rnously of the op]nion that cv~opcration i.s 
1 h· he· t thing ihat could possihl~- happen in 
the interests of the producer, why all this 
heat'? \Yhy not get toe;L·thcr with a YiC'\\' to 
carrying it intD cffe't·t '? \Vc ha Ye bu~~n doing 
nothing hut talking. and what is the remit·: 
The farmer during the whole of the period 
h,l~ been struggling, .and is now do\YD and 
out. The Srcretarv for Agriculture rr1a:.Je 

rPfcrcn<:-; t~ -Victo1:i'uns \Yho are 
of this Assembly. 

~Ir. C\R.TER: You ran a\vay fron1 your 
Stat0. 

::\Ir. l\IORGAN: There arc a great number 
of \.Tictorian. who are occupying mo'<~ impor
t- nt l""itions both iEside and outside this 
lTntFC'. 

:\Jr. CARTER: vVho " left their country for 
thl'i} country's good_,, 

:VIr. MORGA:'-J: Thev are to he com:-ratn
latcd on the fact that they are here f;r the 
benefit of Queensland, to' try and develop 
Qucen,htnd with a yiow to making it the 
important State that Victoria is io-day-the 
most important State in Australia_ The 
Secn•tary for Agriculture~ also referred to 
the farmer, of VIctorict, .w•d I would like to 
remind him that, if he loob at thf' statistics. 
he ,,-ill find that inst::-ad of 1i per ccnL of 
the fa rn1crs th0re pa~ring income tax, as in 
th: State, a big· proportion of them can 
afford and do pa_, income tax. lVI.v idea of 
the procprrity oi any industry, whether it is 
L~1:::incss, farming, or othcr\vi~e, is that it is 
indic<:ted bv the amount of income tax naicl 
by that inclu,try. The Secretary for Agri
culture. by claiming ,,-hat he has d< ne for 
Queen •_I and, only goes to show. from an 
agricultural point of view, that the little 
" cabbage patch" in the southern portion of 
_\ustralia is the home, at any rate, of the 
prosperous farmer. I hope and trmt I shall 
live to sec thco time when the farmers of 
Queensland will be able to live in the same 
measm·c of comfort· and under the ,ame con
ditions as obtain in Victoria to-clay. \Vben 
that is achieved. we shall he able to claim 
as legislators that W<' have done something 
besides talk for the benefit of the man on 
the land. The Secretary for Agriculture 
also said that, had we disposed of our butter 

in Alistralia, instead of oversea, we would 
have been better off to the extent of £125,000. 
That arg)lment is only effective if we pro
duce no more butter than is required for local 
consumption_ The hcts are that we produce 
more buiter than is consumed locally, and 
our price is goyerned by the overseas parity. 
The hon_ gentleman's argument is purely 
·wd simply in the direction of imprc,sing on 
the farmcq that they should not over
produce. and by so doing make the indu.stry 
pay. vYh.v is it that a number of our indus
tric,,, such as ~ugar .an9- dried fruit, arc 
prosperous to-day? It is bfc.ausc they are 
protected. \V" do not producn any more 
than is required for local production, and 
protection is given to those industries against 
the impcrtation of those products from ch0ap
labour countries ovcrsea,. Does tho Secretary 
for Agriculture protect. us in regard to butter 
and <cheese: No; because he knows that 
our markets for those products arc regulated 
by the prices prevailing in other parts of 
the world. That reminds me that the hon. 
gentleman has become famous for hi" remark 
that the farmer should produce· for use and 
not fot proftt. 

An 0PPOSTTIOK ME:liBT.R: He has nid that 
::-cores of tin1es. 

The SL.'RETARY FOR AGRIOn.TURE : I did 
not use the word " farn1cr." 

._ :\fr. ::\IORGAK: He may not hav-e used the 
\VOrd " fanner," but he said tha1, prcduccrs 
ought to produce for U1C and not for profit. 
\Yhat wa · the object of the hon_ gentleman 
in saymg that they should prcdncc for use 
and not for profit? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic \YoR's: For 
usP. and not to look at. 

l\Ir. :YIORGAK: Does he moan that the 
farmers should procluc,' for the city people 
while they---

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I hope 
the hon. mcmb~1· wiil address hie remark· to 
the Chair. 

"Ir- ::\10RGA~: I am replying to tho 
Sccrctr.ry for Agriculture. He ccrbi.Jy did 
not kcc~' to the question before the House. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

:Ylr. :\!I ORGAN: I am one of those who, 
for many year.<, have had the opinion that 
we nre liYing in the age of co-opcr,ttion. 
Cutil \YO aro ahle to eliminate the cxcc~siYe 
pl'ofiis 1nade by ihc hanc11Pr~ of produce, 
D griculturc vrill neYer be ~:ucces,::::.ful. Take, 
for instance. the man with a barrow in the 
-trcet_ That barrow nwy cc't hilE £5. 
\Vith his labour he hawks tho fl'Llit in the 
r-trcct, and, although the fruit is much 
cheaper than it is sold in the shops. he makes 
!.lore profit at the C'ld of th0 week th~ll the 
nu1.n \Yho produc<:>s tht' fruit. "\"Yitb an out
!av oi £5 or £6 he make,. more profit than 
Htt::: ftnmcr \vho has a pla11t running: into 
£1,500 to £2,000_ That is the c~-ste:-o that 
\VC' are \Yorking under to-day. Is it right? 

T<ti<e the cattle industrv_ To-dav wo haYc 
StatP, butchers and priva.te butchei's paying, 
sa}. 1~cl. per lb_ for meat in carcass form 
landed in the shop, and they retail this 
moat at 4~cl. and 5d. per lb_ The butcher, 
\\ ho only handlcc, the meat for twenty-four 
hours or so, make.s 3d. and 4cl. per lb. on it 
over the counter, while the grazier or farmer 
who has handled the beast for three· carB 
127eh only He!. per lb. That is the ssstem 
that we want to break down if the producer 
is tD come into his own. Huge profits arc 
being made by people who do not produM. 

:ll r. ill orgwn.l 
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The whole trouble to-dav is that the 
retailer is tho n_1an who i"' nHi:king the profit, 
-and some of h1s profits ho is cxpc1Hling in 
building up the cit.y of Bri,-0aJJC. We ece 
lJuildings going up .all oYer Brisbane, and 
wo are hld that Quee-nsland is prosperous. 
On the other hand, every day the Depart
InC'nt of Agriculture is receiYinO' sheaves of 
applications frorn poor unfortut~ate farmers 
asking for 15s. per week iur thcrnsclvu~, and 
somctbing for their children, <o that they 
call provide tho of life. I feel 
sure that tho Secre-tary ~<\griculture is 
surprised to knor; thL large number of people 
from tho different agricnltural districts that 
are 1naking ap1Jlications for relief. Yet the 
PromiC'r a11J l\1ini.-:tcrs sitting on th0 Trca
~ury LeEch are cndcnxoul'ing b.' talk to sho\Y 
us that H~C') aro doing somPthing for iht~ 
agriculturists. I IYould liku to kn:J\Y ·,.hut~ 
So far we can ;-:c· no :-,i~(n o-'- the pro- 1H:rity 
that they were going to p:iY<~ to the nwu 
cu;(iyatiug the latv'. 1.~nlortunately, thoro 
has beon a groat deal of t~· lk, but nothitF:; 
done in the way oi" in1rn·uying existing con
ditions. 

I believe \vho1l~!· and '·Glel.\T in co-operation. 
I .·licv·~ that the rnan ho prodnL:cs and 
dot\' ibe 'york should get tho prof-it. Until 
\Ye ha Ye in force a systcm1 allov/ing the 1nan 
Ydlo gro'\\ s tlw produce to trace and (:Ontrol 
it from the time it leaves his farm until it 
rcarhes tho cunquncr, the producer is not-
going to get \rhat he is honesth entitled to, 
and t.he con -utner i:' not going to get \Yh. t 
he is entitled to. The producer should grt 
full Yaluo for hio products, and the con
sun1Pr should get those products as cheaply 
as posoible. That is the policy of the 
Country party. 

The SECRE~ ',RY p'on AGRICcL1TRE: Prnducc 
for u·e. 

1\Ir. :YIORGAX: Unfortnnatelv. YYhile 
prc ;cnt Governrnc~nt profPS-:, thatL t1at is 
their policy. find there are nmv more 
cornbinf>~, for:mcd f{)r the purpose of keeping 
up prices than was ever prcviou:-.1y th0 case. 
We find thot cy·ory busitH '' has its c<Jmbine. 
To deal \vith the'SC cornhines \Ye have a price 
fixer, \Yho~'-; awards ma:v Lf' brought into 
force at any n1onwnt, but it • .. ef'n1::> as though 
it is only in regard to one industry that ho 
CY'Cr take1 action. \Vc are bcill£C 'exploited 
by cDrnbinc.;, and the price~ we have io pay 
for all '\VO require are (~XCC'' -ivo. The price 
fixer is kept there for the purp<Jse of s!Oi1· 
ping a rise in the price of butter tho motncnt 
it reaches. a certain lBvel; but \vha-!: is he 
doin§' ,,-it h regard to other trades and indus
tries! \Vo need protection in regard to the 
necessitic3 of cxistonee. \\.,. e want to prcve11t 
the f,rrner being exploited in the matter of 
his implements, his saddlery, his harne;,,, 
his furniture, and the hundred rmd one 
things that arc neceesit·ies to him. The price 
fixer appears to ]·,e hidden ~way in ob•curit:·, 
and "'" do not see him; he ,11lows us to be 
exploited daily, and continually has his eyes 
fixed upon the price of some commodity that 
the poor unfortunate farmer produces. 

That does not prove that the Government 
are doing their duty with respect to the-.o 
particular matters. The produrerc arc ask
ing that hon. members opposite, vYho bavc 
the powN. should protect them still further. 
and I do hope that the Secretary for Agri
culture will see that some benefit will accrue 
in connecti<Jn with this particular discussion. 
and that it will not be merelv a waste of 
time on the part of the legislature of this 
State. 

[Mr. 111 organ. 

l\Ir. F. A. COOPER (Tircmcr): I could 
very heartily support this motion if it wero 
differently worded. It would b, more in 
conformity with tho co-operative ideals of 
certain n1en1bers of this Chan1ber if it were 
· ·m·clod to this efTect~-

" That. in order to <H33urc to pl'irnar:: 
producers the ]10 ,ibility o; coHtro!ling 
tho rnarketing of their produce, legisla~ 
tiYe provision be rna.rlo and loan _m one .·.-s 
bo made available for the eotabil>hmcnt 
of co-operative pr-oduce agencies, con
trolled b\ the users of the agenctes 
tln·ongh ·a properly const~~uted dir(c
torate elected b.. the users. 

The motion, as submitted by the hon. mem
ber for Durnett, providcc-

" For the c-tablishment of co-oprr .. tive 
produce agencies, to be controlloJ b,· the 
prinuu·y producers thol~H:elves throng~ a 
properl.r const-ituted d1rectorat.~ clccrod 
bv wbscribing shareholders." 

::\ow,~ those shareholders are people who 
ha vo inYf'~;ted 1none--;T in the c Jnrern, and 
t.ho) would see that" they recoiYcd a return 
fol' the money they im·ostcd. 

Unfortunatolv the motion has been most 
looselv drawn. 'up in a \\ay which is an 
absolL;to endorsement of the policy of the 
middlemrm and of the produce agent. 

Mr. COP''iER: The agencies ,,-ill be ,:on
trolled by the primarY prodncOl'S themsclyos. 
'' throu~h a properly cot>shtuted dn·cctorate 
elected ~by subscribing fharoholders." 

:VIr. F. \. COO Pl1R : It is all Yery fine to say 
that this co-operative societv y,·ould bo con
[l'ollf~d by the pri1nary producers thcinsnl·yes. 
but it c.cnnot be so controlled unless they 
ore contributing ,c,harehold0rs and get tlpon 
Uw directorate. That unfortunate oyorlast
ill~ desire on tho part of the fanner tu get 
C' .. utrol of the produce agencies has led the 
hon. 1non1llt'l' for Bnrncti. into n1aking that 
nwst ridiculous addition to l1i:-:; n1otion-that 
th~y should lw controllerl l1y a proper]:,. c~m
etitutcd direcwrate elected by suhscnbmg 
•haroholders. Thoro is nothing of a co
operatiye nature in th:.t 1vbatcvcr, ~n.d co:1-
sequcnth the motion is of such a nchculous 
uaturP that I cannot see how l11(;rnh. l's of the 
Country parr·· yy]JO profess to boJioye in 
co-opcrUtion can yote for it. I was inten_':""tc·,d 
in the remarks of the Secretary for A::;ncul
turc. and in son1e of the rcn1arks of n1embers. 
of the Country part., as to how far Gm·ern
ment should help them in the matter of th1s 
co-operative enterprise. The hon. member 
for Burnott pointed out that American 
farmers are in a partiLLllarh good situatton 
brought about by their owl! co-operative 
0fforts As a matter of fact, no such tl11ng 
is the' case. The American farmer to-clay 
and the Canadian farmer to-day owes his 
position to the assistance giyen to him by 
the GoYermnents of the various States in 
America and in Canada. Those facts are 
widely acknowlcdg·ed. They acknow lodge 
that thcv must have gm·ernmontal assistance, 
and, so ·far as I have read, that assistance is 
gTantcd upon the very lines of the Primary 
l'roducr>rs' Organisation, as laid down in the 
Act introduced by the Secretary for Agri· 
culture la~t vear. 

Mr. VOWL~S: Which came from California. 

Mr. F. A COOPER: It does not matter 
whore it came from. The hon. member for 
Dalby now f-inds that the scheme was stolen 
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from California. Mr. Bebbington said last 
year that it was stolen from hi' bag. It 
will be inkr0sting to know ho;v the Country 
pMty got this schr:mc into J\Ir. BobbingLon's 
bag if it \vas originally stolen fron1 Cali
fornia. \Yore thov the stoalers? I am 
>urpri- 'cl that the 'hon. member for Dalby 
should attempt to get another string to his 
bow in that matter. Ho said it wa,; a bunch 
of carrots and yarious other things, but no,~; 
he .•ays it was etDlen fmm Califomia. 

:!I.Ir. VowLF'l: I said y0u wero the don!u:•-. 

::\ir. F. A. COOPER: That may be so, but 
I am not tho particular donkey thrrt 'yas 
depicted by IIarry Julius during the election. 
{Con•rnmcnt laughter.) I take this oppor
tulliiy of congratulating J\1r. Harry J ulius 
on his 'York, and I trust th ' hon. men ber 
for Dalby did rwt l1avc to sit too long (Loud 
laughter.) Let us get away frow tlw,e 
.asinine jokes and got down to the lmoiness 
of the re "olution. I hold in my hand the 
"Outlcok'' of quite a recent date, and it 
may · bo of inter cot to Ill''mbers of the 
Country part:- to know that the editor Yery 
frequently deals with the aspect of agricul
ture iu Americ:t, though prohably tho·i do 
not road it, In the " Outlook" of 9th :V1ay, 
1922. in an article entiiled " The Rise of 
Canadi _,n Farrners to l)o}jtiral Po\-Yer" the 
cc:i tor sars-

" \Ym. R. liiotherweil, Dominion 
Minister of Agriculture, has br on the 
leader in iJ1o farn1ers) fight for recog
nition. He stand:: behind the moycmont 
hod-,- and soul. · He has boon a farmer 
all Iris life. He homesteaded in Saskat
chewan in 18c2. Ho used oxen on his 
farm the fint ten year», and for more 
than five ye~u·f-1 did not o-..vn a binder. 
I-li~ original hoa1e was a log cabin. and 
ii scrYed the purpose for tho first fifteca 
years_ 'One thing,' said l'vlr. J\Iotherweli 
recently, · stands out significantly in tho 
story of the Jnoyemcnt that has giyen 
the farmer a n'"-'· position in the political 
and economic life of the nation, That 
is the steadfast help given co~<tinuaJ!,
by the C,wadian GovornmenL By just 
la,Ys, direct financial aid, agricultural 
colleges, aud ctu11paigns ,of education the 
Govcrnnwnt has helped the farmer to 
help himself_'' 

I know of no better can1paign of educ:1bon 
conducted a.nvwhcl"O to help the good objPct 
than that campaig-n on bc·half of the Primary 
Producers' Organisation. 

Mr. CoR~ER: \Yhat about letting us ha ye 
a diYisio11 on the motion? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Thoro is no need to 
ha.ve a divi::-:jon. I am going to movo .an 
arnendtnent to make it a decent motion, and 
then we will not need a division. 

:\Ir. KERR: Why defeat it in that way? 

J\Tr. F. \. COOPER: In the "Outlook'' 
-of 2nd J\lay, 1923, thoro is a yery interesting 
article entitled 'l 1he Fanner's Background" 
by Dr. A. C. True, who, as everj·body knows, 
i3 Direclor of State Relations Service, 
United :States Department of Agriculture. 
It is a von- interesting article upon the 
deYeloprnent of scheme' for the marketmg 
of farmers' produce, and I commend the 
article tD rncm bcrs of the CountrJ party. 
If the hon. member for Burnott read the 
4

' Outlook," he ·would know he \vas on very 

unsafe grounds in \vording his motion as he 
has >Yordcd it. This article sa3 ---

,Last June 25,JOO farming people, 
broug-ht in chief!.- bY 7,000 autornobiles, 
camP to De Kalb, llJiw,is, to celebrate 
the tenth anniYe,-sary of tho establish
nwnt of the Farm Bureau In that 
country." 

,,·ou]d liko n1on1bers of tht-· Opposition to 
note that there were "25.000 farming people 
brought in chiefly by 7,000 automobiles." 
r:I.'hc artirlo continnos--

H The principal "pcakcrs 011 this 
()cca ion \\ere the Uoycrnor of }.finncsot::t, 
the Dean of the College of Agri, ulture 
of tho University of Il!inoi,, an! the 
president of the ~~ merican Fann Bureau 
l''cderat ion. The o n1cn Wf're rcpresf'nta
tiYcs of three great forcc:::.-nanlely, 
UoYcrnrnont (acting in GnitPd State, 
through both St :tc and Federal agcncic·-), 
eduea1 ion, and organisation." 

\Ye ha,-c it borne in upon us that the rno"t 
impol'tant need in connection with the better
ment of tho farmer's condition is odu<-<ttion 
and orga.uisation, and there has been nothing 
better for the fllrmcr i1; ttny pttrt of the 
\YOrld in the llHtHcr of organisation and 
education than the Act pa- sed hy this 
GoYemment during the last Parliament-the 
l)ritnary Producrrs' Organi::3ation ...:\et. The 
a rticlo ~·ocs on to say-

,. To-daY these fore< .. are Lohind the 
Auwriran" farmer in ne\-~ '~Vays, and are 
~upportlr1g him in inrrea::;ing uJCasure in 
his effort,; to r>cise his standard of iiYing 
and achieYc suc,.:cc:s in his btl;:;incs:·' and 
hi-- hoillC and comrnunity life." 

One" more I ,,·ant to dra,v the attention of 
the House to the fact that thi, article points 
out that the rnost inrportant thing in ~\n1eri~ 
can farrn life to~day is th GoYornrnent 
a.•- i~tanrc rendered iu the nrattcr of educa
tion and organisation. 

A I I p.l .. '., tlu Hou.'H', in arcoj'(luncc 1cith 
,'"~· s.~ionul Oul('r, procculnZ ,. ith Uov~.-r.·,nu:nt 

·-'In( ··s. 

I-:\D'CSTRI \L ARBITRATION ACT 
A::iEJ'\DMENT BILL. 

:C-Eco:-; D RE.mn;u-REil UfPTro:-; OF DEB.I.TE. 

Mr. CLAYTON (lYirle Hay): ,\sa member 
of the Conntr party, I 'upport the prin
c-iple of •.rbitrillion, :~nd I am sure that hon. 

f:Plenrbers 0n this. side join with nu~ in 1naking 
'that sta.lcmr,nt. Arbitration has done a gre,lt 
deal to as'cict many of the industries in which 
fl\Y!lrds haxe been n1ade, '\vhen the industries 
h,tYe been ab],, to pay the wages fixed b:
thG ~n\~Lrds. Nianv industries have boLn in 
a position to pass on the co't of the a\\·a.rds 
t0 the genN:>l public. I am very pleased 
ihat the :VIinister thought fit to give full 
}IifOrination conet.~rning this measure to tho 
House, hut I regrcl' that he did nol givn thnt 
information tD the electors Df Queen"land 
hdore the elections. I contend that, if the 
l\IiniBtcr had made the same speech from the 
different platforms on which lw spoke dL'ring 
the election, the position of affa.ir, '"ould 
hrcve been Ycry different in the Rous<> to-day. 

The SECRF.TAHY FOR PcBLIO \YoRKS: I did 
make spc.-•ch8s on f'everal occa~i·Jns duting the 
eJ,-ction campaign in which I said that the 
principle of arbitrn tion would be extended 
tu the fulLst extent. 

l\Ir. CLAYTON: The Minister may have 
rr,ade that speech, and he may have known 

Mr. Clayton.] 
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where to make it. (Opposition loughtcr.) 
\Vhcn thn Premier was speaking at King-arov 
during the elections, he wlts ash 1 whethe"r 
l;·' was gowg to allow the rural worker;; to 
come unr!cr the Arbitr·ation Court. e"nd it 
will be found tho t. thew is a st~iking con
lrRst bct"-1 ecn what the hon. gentleman sa1d 
and what the Sccrctarv for l>ublic \Yorks 
has told us. \Yhcn 'asked at Kingaroy 
whether he was going- to bring in legislation 
tu allow the rural industries to come twdcr 
the arbitration award, thP Premier s;ud-

" I\Iy friend is asking this question. 
not for the pnrpo"e of information. but 
is only trying to embarrasc; me. But I 
have been too long in the political ga nw 
to be embarrassed by a noodle. The 
Labour party believr>s in arbitration. but 
it does not apply the awards to the rurol 
or anv other induotrics. It is the Arbi
tratiool Court that makes the a ·-ards." 

There ~.\- have an inslrt.ncc of the PrPmicr 
~ _alc-·_:tepping the que-tion. lie saicl t.hnL the 
Uov( rnrnent did not ,_tpplv these n;wards bu~ 
lL did not say that the~- would Pot _;pply 
i lwn1. A.ftcr gulling the farn1crs bv tell in a
them that the GoYNnmcnt did not ,;pnlv tlt 
nwar-~ls, on t~1e ilrst opportunity he l1a~s the 
Prcnner dcccn es the furrncrs bv brin ing in 
thi~ legidation comrJOlling ihf!n1 tO' con1e 
nnder the award of the Arbitration Court. 
If the indust in ·which the nu 1l w·m kcrs 
arc engaged c. n the conditions of thQ 
;_nyarJ d1ich the fix, it will be all 
rlg-ht; b~1tJ if the canner. p:t.-r th:~ 
'.~. gcs 1aHl dcnyn, tllc:n~ can bo r~o pro~peritv 
~11 tho industr.y. Yo~1 l1lH.5t include dalr.yi11g 
1n the rural mdnstncs, :md ho.:- on earth 
( "n a dairy fa rnwr pay a dc~Tnt \Yag-t~ to his 
nrnplo:,-GP1. \vhen it is proved bv tJY~ I-!ric 
Fixing· Comrnissio~Ier that the a Vel'ag _! cost 
of production of butter in Queensland i; le. 
/cl. per ib .. and, as o matt. r of fact.. ·.•:bile 
~Y(~ are in the midst of a serious drought, tho 
'"''mers are compelled to produce lmtte"· at 
l'. 3d. per lb.? 

How arc we going to pay decent wages to 
the men engag-ed in these inJustries un}e-:-s 
the Governrnent can brlng about a stabilisa
iion of prices, for instance. in the: industry 
which I have quoted? I sincere!:· hope that 
1 he Go.-ernment will bring about a stabilisa
tion of pric<·3 so that thL farmCI's can afford 
to ],ay th0 ,,-ago that may be a warded; but 
I venture to say that, hac! not !he controlling 
Government of Qucensland--not the men in 
ih;o ChamL<'r. but the men at the Emu 
Park Convention-insisted upon the intro
duction of this legislation, it \Youlcl neYer 
ha.-e !wen brought fcn'\Yard. It is the 
extreme section of the other side v:ho have 
forced the Government to bring it bdore 
the Efonsc, and it is cmnmonlv kno\vn that 
the S· r:retary for Public \Vorks is the leader 
of the cxticmo element in that party Had 
1t been left to the Premier, I believe it 
would not ha Ye been introc1ucPd. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC: \YORKS: That 
,,-,s the most succco·"ful Com-ention I eYer 
a1 Lcndcd. 

Mr. C'LA YTOX: 1 venture to say that if 
this mc.>sme finds its way on to the stat~te
hook-of w hi eh I ha vc not the slightest 
unubt. be< wse I do not anticipate that the 
::\linister will accept the amendments which 
will come from this side-.-

The SECRETARY fOR PcBLTO \VORKS · Every 
reasonable amendment intended to assist the 
purpose of the Bill will be accepted. 

[11-"Ir. Clayton. 

JHr. CLAYTON: The hon. gentleman has 
!old us that on c.ther occasions, but, unfor
tunately, he does not know what reasonable 
amendments are. (Opposition laughter.) I 
sincerely hope that, if this measure is placed 
on the statute-beck, oince we shall be at the 
rrtercy of tho judge, 0vcry consideration will 
be' gi,·en by hirn to the rnen engaged in rural 
incinstries, "'o that har"lship will not be 
ir,f!ictcd upon them. Before he takes his 
place on the bench to consider this import
ant question, he should, in the interests 
of the primary producers of Queensland, go 
out into omme of the <:birying or other dis
iricts--,,-hcrc the truth exist -and observe 
their conditions. 

\Yill the Secretary for _\.griculture deny 
that the Council of Agriculture brought this 
n1attor up at their 1ast nu'cting, and that 
one of ihe GoYennncnt nornincc's asked then1 
to withdraw it because they were placing the 
I\Iini 1-.cr in an invidious position'! 

The SECRET .. iRY FOH A.GRICCLTCRE: YvTbo wa:) 
the spy? 

:\Ir. CLAYTOX: .I ha Ye the i\Iinister's 
admission that they did bring it forward 
D nd irnptf'""' eel <Jn the ::\-Iinister the ncco··~
sity, iu tile iutcrrct:; of the agricultural 
di.,tricL, for ito. withdra\', al. It ho., not been 
\ ithc!ra\"n, anrl I would like to ask the 
~lini te, whether, if so ro<lUC'tcd by thOJ 
Loc l Producerf'' A~sociations through the 
Diftriet Councils and the Council of AgTi
cultut·e. hn ,,-ill dcfPnd the farmers in the 
Arbitration Cour[ when a claim is put in. 
l do not know whether the Minister "-ill be 
agreeable to do that. but I can nssuro hin1 
that, if he does not,· he ,,-ill go a long way 
tmYarcls upsetting the organisation which the 
lioYcrnnicnt have spt up. I an1 absolutely 
C<'rtain that ihe Local Producers' Association"' 
will bring pressure to bear on the Council 
of Agriculture to iight the claim. The 
Council of \griculture are there to look 
after the mt<'rcsts of 'the primary pro
ducer·" and, therefore, it is their duty to 
],rotcct thorn in the court. The Government 
haYe sent lhcir ropresrntatiYcs on previous 
occasions to fight cLims which haYe been 
put bnfore tho court. For inst[tnce, they had 
" r0presentative of the Railway Department 
there to pre1 cl!t the rail way employees from 
getting the wage which they claimed. If 
they do that, then it is the duty of the 
Ccur:cil of Agriculture. through the i\1inister, 
who is the chairman. to defPnd ihem when 

'" claim is made. Before the Council has 
had an opportunity of being of any material 
benefit to the primary producers, we have 
I he extreme clement of tho pttrty opposite 
forcing the Government to bring in a mea
sure undoing a lot of good work that has 
been done. Last :-ear £25.000 was placed on 
1 he Estimates for the initial cost of this 
Council. I am sorrv that a meaSure of this 
kind should be introduced before the Council 
of "\g-riculture has got properly under wav. 
'Whc·n the UoYernment are endeavouring to 
inflict this hardship upon the primary pro
ducers, do they realise that Queensland is 
now suffering from the effects of one of the 
worst droughts she has ever experienced? 
How arc you going to force men to pay any 
wages at all in those districts where the 
drought has bC'en experienced? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLlO \YORKS: You 
do not want them to pay any ''ages. 

"Mr. CLAYTON: l v.ant men tv emplov 
labour and pay decent wages; but many of 
these men have no income at all. I can 
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tako the Minister to places in my electorate 
where the? have only had 10 inches of rain 
during the last twelve months, and, instead 
of people deriving any income from their 
dairy herds, theY are driving them awa:,' to 
relief country and attending to them there, 
waiting even- day for it to rain. These 
people are not in receipt of any income at 
all; their eole object at the present time is 
to keep their herds alive. How on earth 
arc you going to fix the hours for the men 
emplo;, ed by the owners of those herds to 
keep the herds alive? The Minister knows 
perfectly \\Pll that many of the farmers in 
Queensland to-day are applying for relief. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC vVORKS : Those 
persons who are appl:- ing for relief are not 
employing any labour. 

:\lr. CLAYTO:'\: The people who are 
applying foe relief have to take their herds 
o way in order that they ma:r be kept alive so 
that at a lat:'r date tlwy can resume their 
fanning opf~ration,". I-layo the rural worker::; 
Jskcd for this a \Yard, or is it tho Australian 
\Vorkc_·s' l_Jnion organisers vvho are bringinfr 
them under the operations of the court 'I I~ 
it not a fact that the Australian vYorkers' 
l,~nion. ar_c an;x:ious to get 1nor,~ funds, and, 
b0 bnn,;mg m the,e people, they will ]JC 
able to COlllpCl them to loin their orn·anisa
tion : nd pay 30s. foe 'a ticket an"d 10s. 
tcwards the establishment ol the chain of 
Labour dailies. I venture to say that if 
this rneasnre is placed on the statute-b~ok 
illcl·cascd unen1plPyn1cnt vvill be the result: 
lf the _GO\-omment are going to stabilise tho 
dan'y mdu;.1Ty or any. other industry, then 
those engaged 111 the Industry will be pro
]Jarcd to pay a decent "·age; but, if the 
l~ovc:rnrncnt arc going to force these men off 
t,w farms, then mon unem]Jlm·ment >Yill bo 
created. If this n1ca3ure becOmes la-.·,· and 
the men haYe to join the Australian vVorkers' 
L'nion, will the farmer be compelled to go 
to the Ltbom Bureau to engage bbour? 
That is the case 11 ith reiTard to all other 
industries to-clay .. It is a~ appalling sight 
to ce. ~non hnn¥1_ng about in the cit_y o£ 
1Iaryborough \VU1tl~g for en1ployrnent. You 
can go to tho Court Houso at about 10 o'clock 
in the morning and see about fifty men sitting 
about m the gutter waiting for an oppor
tumty to get work, and at 10 o'clock a man 
comc•s out and puts up one job on the black
board. 

They all scan that board, and after that 
man IS ,,elected thQy turn around, procure 
rehcf, and go back to ''here they came from. 
Y{)u aro cmnpelling tli.ose lTten to st there 
in tlJe hope of getting \York from the 
Bureau. A farmer in rny olo<:torate recently 
Vi.-rotc, to xno concerning a vouncr n1an who 
had been employed on his £:um. o He said·-

' A few lines asking you to do me a 
fa,-onr, if at all p<>ssible. The construc
tion works at the Gunalda Railway 
Station"-- • 

At Gunalda they were doing s0me railw,ly 
Don_ truf'tion--

" ;--~re ju~t about to con1n1once. I have a 
:.-oung fellow livinp; with me. He has 
been with me for about seven vears. He 
ha,, no lwme, and times are bad on the 
far;ns just now on account of the dry 
'pell. vYe haye no work for him, and 
\York is scarce. I-Ie \Vas \Yorkino- ~~t Gun
diah sawmill, hut that has g~ne a\Yay 
now. Do you think you could 0xcrt y<>ur 
inAucnce and procure work for him at 
Gunalda? He was twenty-one years of 

age last October. It would oblige us all 
very much. He did not regioter on the 
Labour Bureau--

wish y<>u to notice this-
" as he cannot afford to sta v in town and 
go up every day and ask for work." 

In reply to that letter I wrote-
"'Your letter of 20th instant to hand 

in which you ask n1c to exert rn; 
influence in securing crnployurcnt~ for }.11:. 
----ut tho con~tructi-orr ·hark at Gunalda. 
This morning I intcn-iewcd th,, local 
labour agent in councctioi1 '"ith the 
n>atter, and was informed that if ~Ir. 
-- ~,"as to be suecc-s ful in 
v vrk as <J€ .. ::::ircd he would ha Ye 

J\laryborough or G:.-rnpio and 
t_ho Labour Bureau, and alt,o the 
Bureau at the end of earh fortnight .£o 
U5 to r('llC\~· hi' l'C'gistration. \\'lwn he 
u;L'ertaincd he was near the head of th8 
~ist fc woultl require to pl'r onally call 
"'t t1le Bureau each dav at 10 ~1.rn. to 
get his turn for cnlploy"nrcnt. }lr. ---
would a1-.;o require a nnion ticket, C0'0ting 
£2. lJefnre lw could start wmk on the 
line. I regret that under the e.irrqm
stanccs I r~nnot assist as I shoulfl YPJ'V 

1nuch like to, lc1owing myself. as ;1 
hrmcr, the effect the dry >veather ' 
h;;,:yins· on our finances." · 

T:H:rc i·~ un i1 1 t:tncc cf a young n:an 011 .a 
L.nn WUl!ting to secure omp1oyn1l'ni:. IIe 
~tatcs that he has LO n1onev, yet he I:" forced 
to go do• n to i\1aryboroug·h 1" tay ont J-hcre 
\Yith tlH; other~ lined up every dny, and 
foL-~d to seck rations. If you are going to 
force these 111011 ofT the fnrn1s i:!.lto the cities, 
you ·will bring about a n1orc sccious stat?o o£ 
affairs than Pxists at the pr~sent time. I 
inecr_-:ly hope that the }fillist r, before this 

an1ending Bill 1__, plactd on the statut,;-Look, 
\Yill gin• the llHtttcr YCl'V srrious con:-:iclcra-
1 ion . ..__ \\~~~ o:t L1is Pi de of 'the IIou..:;e feel verv 
keenly at the pn1 ~C'nt tinlC' for the fqnncr;. 
If tbc GJvC'l'llincnt C'an procure for the 
fanuers a liYin= w --ge~becauso -.t the prc·
scni tinH there is hardlv a farmQr in 
Que-er; :h.nd. CCLL·idPring the V hours he works, 
\Y~lo nlakPs the 1nininnnn wage of the a\\ ards 
ut prc~_\_·nt. in -D)J='ration~then \VG rlro pre
par('d 1u allow th0 Government to take us 
to the Ar(Jitration Court. 

~.Ir. COLLES: You >rill allow us? 

c'tr. CLAYTO;..J: The Government are 
starting at the wrong end. They should first 
put the farmer in a good financial positi<>n. 
and tl1cn take hi,n to the court and ask for 
such a wag-e- as ho is ab1e to pay. I also 
hope that the Minister will accept amend
meEts h om this side of the House when the 
Bill i, in Conon1ittee 

:\!fr. D'C:"JSTAN (Gyinpie): Time and ugain 
i1 has bc·n urged both inside and outside of 
this Home tlcat better relations should exist 
br·tween ~amtal and labour. That crv has 
l•c•cn made -almost a political slog'm by hon. 
members opposite, by their party. and by 
dwir Press. But with them, as with the 
cmployinp; cl>Lss that they seem to represent. 
that cry has n1c•roly been an ctnpty politic~d 
asseveration. One way that was open to 
achieve those better relations thev lbave 
never followed. and that was to anticipate in 
some de~Tec by their own free will and 
effort t!1c benefits and impro.-cments in 
industrial conditions that havo been wrested 
from the employers bv the work0rs, by sheer 
fighting, by industrial organisation, built up 

11:lr. Dunstan.] 
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by the painful process of hardship, struggle, 
and self-sacrifice. and by the force of law 
given it;; in1pctns by Labour legislation. 
Titnc and again jt has a1so been ~~:lD"Wll that 
C'YCrJ 1nove to\v:ud~ an i:nDrOH1 111Pnt in 
inclnsLrial t onditions in this S~tatn has b( u1 
not onl,v n1ct by t1w opposition and ho:.:.tility 
of the anti-Labour party. but has b< en 
accon1panleJ in cn•ry instan<.:o by disnud 
for0bodin!:!:s of ruin and disast.cr that Yroulcl 
b<' acco l,plishcd in this State. 

Hen. W. H. BARNES: That is not a c0rrect 
st ntcrnent. 

:i\Ir. KIRWAX: It is perfectly correct. 

:.VIr. DUi\STA~: Uniortuna.tcly it i, 
f· et that in no caso hnvo these <inc1ustri~~ 
improYemcnts and benefits ber>n giveu le_,' the 
('J!lployers of their own frco vvill antl cHon. 
The edifice of Labour reform in thi' Stat,, 
has boon built up slowly, pur:)istcntl~, .. a~1d 

.infully by the workers them·,clYc·. \Ye 
e found that in every c:.sc of Lcbour 

rdorm those dismftl forebodings haYe been 
lltallifl {-. In eYFr:. e.qse where Labour, 
c·ic'wr through its parlian:lCnUtry party or 
ti1rough its industrial organi ,tJion, has seught 
to mako sorne p1ogre•s in the bettcrnlC'lt of 
iu<'nstrial conditions in this Sto.tc. ~hat his· 

ha . .: :JcCn rnarkcd by the dismal wai1ings 
ruin 0\ political ,J ercn1iah:, and the run

,,j, g thro~1gh the land ef false prophet~. ,,ho 
ltayn foretJld clisasLx to tradt>, to th'! con1-

' and to the State. In the <os·' ol the 
of black labour in the wgar inchL 
~pplicaticn of better indu,trirrl con-

. to that industry, the application of 
ctghi -hour day to general tnHlr-. the C'ar1.v 

c1Gsing ]a\,::J, anJ the c~iablishrncrd_ of a 
Saturday half holiday-in e\'er3· case these 
i;_'lpr.JrE~lnents Y, ero accornpanic l by p nicky 
1n'edictio11s a11d wa.il.s of y\·oc aLl di:--.a;;;ter. 
f:ut in nt < .ue \-ere fr• 1 --2 propht.cit.-S 
fulfl!led. In cycry case, our industrial 

parllamenta.ry lC'gislati•)ll aud 
that the 'W"kers tbcmsch-es 

\YC not only a~·hicv! d ib0~e 
n'fornu; but have pro\~cd ·tbc T,;,isclom of 
LL•bour 1e.:.-!,'islation, and have sb-O\Yn th:-1t. by 

along tru(' indusi rial lines and the 
of the condit-lon~ of the \YOd\:crs. 

d. _'l'(' has aL.~r1ys been rnanife~t a coincident 
ii'C'l'C'G~P in the prosperity of the people of 
thi~ State. 

I 1 • no case "\Yhcrc 
h ·YC rnin and 
cr_,nir8.-rv. evcr-v 'S 

Ji:-.hcd i~1 t1.is State accornp~nicLl 
[:'l'Cat~r pro· .. perity, pl'nduction. 
tlw deve~·Jpment of traclp and rDnl<'tl'rce: 
Ul)d, what is n1ore beneficial to 11s r .. , a. coin
m unit:~, better and !laJ)picr rondiiiou-.; in th0 
live:;; and every-da:-; conditions of the 
Y."('l'kers. These are things which 'Y .~ a;:: a 
Ln Lour party stand for to-day, and here. 
\\·here \'\·c are striving for an improveml'~lt of 
the indn~trial conditions rf the ma.n on the 
l , nd anJ farn) hand~, as rep re :d~ntcd in this 
B11l, we arc n1ct by the sa,me old disn1:1l pre
,;iction that ruin and disaster will follow 
to thoee on the land in this State. l do 
lH:t lwiieve that these prerlictiom will b:• 
fuliillcd; but, seeing that the State b:v its 
socialistic a.:'istance bas gi;;en imnH?<tsurabie 
l•ollefits to the men cng<tged in all the rural 
inclustr;,,o, I do contend that it is up to 
us to s~e that some mea,ure of benefit is 
:~ hu given to those wage-earners ,\·ho help 
·he landed industries to reach that de[[rCe of 
prosperity which we all desire. Duriilg thi-; 
df'batc hon. members opposite haY bcc·n 
mu.king specrhes as though they wer., deal-

[111 r. D1mstan. 

;ng- with an actual claim before thll ,\rbitra-
1 cc,n Court. A!! these speeches won] cl h« ve 
i.:':en more appropriate if the,. wc1 ' mad,, 
by t.ht:' ·rcpresentativ(;'j of the tanners and 
"" riculturists when a log is placed before the 
_'\l'bitratiJn Court for cousideration. The 
f<Ll'IDC'L> to-da.v haso a con1nc tent and "'\·ell 
c :pcrienced body of men in< the Cow ,'il of 
~'-f~riculture, who, I am quite sure, c1n adc
qudcly 1 cpresent their side of the c_cc,e in 
an:: application tlmt come' before the Arbi
tr,tion CourL Not only haJ this prnposal 
''"'t \\ith tho hostilit,, of hen, mc1nbers 
opposite. but it has been n1ade manifc~t 
that, whilo professing their approyal ef 
1!·0 pr·inciplc of arbitration, th,·v arc 
lJl'actiraliy contendin·.s that the Arbitra
tion Court jg a onc-:-ided, prejudiced, and 
i· competent body; that it is prep,, red to 
ruin an industry jn order to plf!cate the iudu:-;
t' in lists of this eommnnity. I conte'td that 
t!:at is not true in any respect. S0cing that 
the GoYCl'nrncnt have given very grcrt t n 'Ji:-;t
aL~c to the men on the land bv a.!l forms of 
~-A'ia1istic as3istance-in re bat _S of t,Lx tiou, 
in clccrcaso ef freight,, in applyinr; to the 
iiHlnsl rjes on the land aH the adYantage'
Hl d actiYitics of the cxnrrts ii1 tht; different 
li(·p~utmcnto;, in givini to the Counc~l of 
_ · gricultwc a grant d £50,000 to enable the 
L.rn1ers f:o organise themselvc-.:<-it is only a 
fnir tl1ing that the industrjalists cngn.~t'd i:':l 

t 1!C·' e laLdcd indnstri0s should also lJe gi1·pn 
a clut.:.ll ..; to go before the court and ur~.rt.~ 
tiwir case 1vhcrc the en1ployers i.hcn1;;clves 
' :ll haYc an equal say. \Ye ha.vc the· signi
Ji ~c,nt fact that in reg-ard to the organiontion 
of agricuitnre under the Council of Agricul
tt:rc as c-tablished in Quccnclancl tc-day, 
the Go·,~crnn1ont have given a sum of £~·),0CO 
to en a blc the farmers to oq:;anise them ,c[ n·c, 
aH! I ontcnd that there is no in,tanC'l 

her(, indnstnuli~tJ of an~,- con1ll1Hllib 
in this Si. ate ha vc CYer r~;rciyeJ 

to cnn ble thcnl to organise 
thci1· own sphere. ..:\ 11 industrial organisa-

in the State of Queensland haye been 
bui1t up iJ.~- a painful process. and b.: vriYa
ti()J1 of1t'll accon1))£l1liPd b:· hnrd:;hip to w01nen 

chilt1rcu. and I sa~v it is a Ll1r t~_ing. 
thr' uuions haYe in no "\Y.lV cmn

thi-, a:";:;istance being- givf'n · tn the 
of Queensland, that th·J farm 

a.Y1.cl IY.'l.gc-earHers in the landPd i,·dus
g('nerally ·.honld have an opportnnlty 

to tn kc tlE•ir case before the court and have 
it· adjndicrrtr·d upon b.\~ a cornpctcut ancT 

rhal tribur.aJ. That is onl:;7 a fair thin"", 
a.~l. tbc r-:pccchr-, (L:•signcd to sh'J";F thc:

il1cpon•rishcd condition of the landed mdus 
l; ics arc beside the quesi, on. They woulrl be 
I:Wr<l properly made before the Arbitr«tion 
Court ~,hen a claun is being ntacle. I an1 
: .disfied that, when that does tab1 place, 

l!r_,rc Y>ill come out Df the argurncni" Jnore 
and more advantage< in the \YD,y of 

il1dush·} than haYc bc-::n accom
all the arguments and spc·cchcs 

hon. members in this Chamber During 
: hn C}0rtion CftD1paign in aJl tlv~ country 
"'-M res of my eiEJctoratc I had no hc,itation 
~-;wtever in dca.ling \Yith tbis matter. 1 

1ound that tho farrrwrs vv-ere deeply interested 
in the quc~t ion of bringing rurr~ l workers 
nnder the jnrisliiction of the Arbitration 
Co11rt. a:ud in 8\7 crv case I v;as able to show 
thnt from tho PT~'r day a Labotn~ Govt1 rn
l'lcnt had controlled the destinies of Queens
l8nd they had given practical assistance 
t<•·., ards the erganisation of farmers, who had 
rc•c·eivcd financial backing from the Govern· 
rr,ent and all the assistance of the cxp01 ts of 
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thi5 State, unci, therefore, they were justi
f!cd in assuming that the Governn;ent would 
deal fairlY >~·ith the farmers 111 a Brll 
snch as tbls. \Vc want a fair tl1iug for tho 
fanucrs and for the farm )nnds us welL 
\Y~ c _,n corrcctlv dosrribc tho fanner of this 
State' ns the backbone of th_ country, and 
wo contend that, if -·,-o a sist the b .dchone 
of tLe c untry, we ,' hou1d also n,ssi~t the 
lw.nd...-. 

There is unother important principle in 
this Bill. and that is in connection with 
the apprenticPship question. I can speak 
fro1n es:pericnce in my own trade of 
printi~ll'". The time has con1e when sorrw 
concerted and wrse effort should be made to 
in1pro\~e the c:}nditionr-J of apprenticeship. 

It has bccn done in wme cL ;;reo 
[7.3'=: p.~n.] already. The pr?gTCJS hac: been 

slow, but tberc IS greater ncrd 
for impl'OYctnent in the future. In conr cc
tion 1 ith apprcntic(_s generally, there are 
tnany facrors to be considered, \Yhich alto
gcthC·r rnak , the problcn1 a Yery ·difficult one. 
I do nut hold ,, ith tlw conh~ntion of son1c 
gt · t1 a~Pn. inclurlin~.r the Fr0~idcnt of ~he 
Arbitration Court, that techmcal educat10n 
cun oy1l.v be rf':'"ardcd a.s con1plcn1e11ta.r:. to 
\YOl practice. It ·would be rnorc true to 
.. ny technical education should be com-
plf•w( :tary to experience in the workshop. 
In th·~ pr~11ting trade, tho apprentice in rny 
tinlc' v. t·rH to \Yot·k a! a ::-tarting "\Yago oi 5·· .. 

lir \Yo<'ked from fifty-cix to sixty 
ancl it was noboch~'s concern 

·wa::; trained in order to bccmno 
tl.'lii joLJ.rllP}Inan at the con1pletion 

of npprC'liticcship, In fact. the 
fcrnt 1)f inclcntun: in n1y tiulC ''"''f1'·· :in itself 
a "' , ... aud wonderful document. It read 

like this-
the Prnployers, hereby agree to 

; .denture the said employee for a term of 
s'x 'car.·, o!H] to teach him the· whole 
an ;md mystery of printing; and the said 
c·nndovee ;:;hall In ull wavs con1port hnn~ :r ,·.·; rr dutiful nnd f;tithful servant; 
nlr'ilnu::-e::; aud taYerns he ~hall not fre-
f,l ; rnatrirnony he shall not contract; 

r and tables he shall not play; 
a~! the bd1csts and con1n1ands of his 

]1(, ehall dutifully obey; and 
n•;pC'rls he shall earn- out the 

l:L'' hd f'Onlmands of his employers; and 
!J,, in al!. re,pccts c. faithful aud obedient 
:-cryant., 

I ha.-e heat·-cl a good -deal about the atmos
pher'· of the workshop, but, as fa~· as JOllY 
eXlh'ricuce goes, it Is an atmosphere 1n whiCh 
the apprentice is Jc,Jked upon as a cheap form 
of labour, or as a general rouseabout, with 
\"rho;")c training ncbody has any concern. It 
se€',11.3 to n1e thai- :in order to c,ury out i.o 
the full c":tcnt our dc,irc in regard to 
apprentices, wo nrust haYo an adequate s-;'s
tem of tedmical instruction, and l cont~nd 
that, with a J'roperl:- equipped tcehnrcal 
schcol, expertly f:taff~d, -rnore apprentiCes 
could. bP turned out 111 a fe\<' years more 
con1pctcnt in eYcry respect than can bo tur1_1ed 
out under the g·cneral form of apprentice
ship operating il1 our ·workshops to~day. I 

'also cC>ggest that. with the incrcaoc of the 
~chool age to sixt'<~n ;. ears, tho la,, t hYo years 
, hould bC' devote"-! to technical education, and 
stuclento should be ablo voluntarily to apply 
thcmsch-cs to a r u.rticular vocation, those la~t 
two years being counh•d as part of therr 
apprCnticPship tenn. 1'he quf>~t.io~1 arises as 
to ,.-hdher we n:>all,v want or rcquue appren
tice~. L nder f;l·esent circumstances, n1any 

cmplovcrs do not have apprentices at all 
bccau~e they do not like the responsibility 
of canying out the training of appr('nticcs 
for a term of six ,-cars. On the other hand, 
the unions hold the view very largely, and 
rightlY so, that an extra nurnber of these 
upprenlices are largely looked upon as cheap 
labour, about who-.n training the employcr3 
are never concerned. I comend that, to get 
nllcquatc training in connection "\vith cur 
Yocttionrrl indnstrie'' :in Quecesland, \VC mus:i· 
hayc a pl'OJiCr and fully oquippc·d ~.;~te~ ot 
technical education o that our apprentices 
at the end of thci;· term, which, I belieYe, 
ma"'i: be shortened, may become eon1pt'tcnt 
jour11cyn1en, rntl be able to ( arry out th_cir 
duties to the credit of their trade and for tl<e 
boneflt and welfare of the industries of this 
SbL'. 

GoYER:'DIENT ::\fEJIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:\Lr. LOGAN (Lockyr:r): As the repr' ,cnta
tiYe of a purely rural district, I would be 
wanting in my duty if I did not enter an 
cmplwtic protest against the provisions of 
this Bill being extended to the prrmary 
irJdu.-trieJ. I fou<,{ht the election large}~- on 
this ic-.ue. _\t ulmost every place I , poke I 
puinh_ll out that the Governrnent, ov;.'ing to 
the resolution •Ja"ed at tho Emu Park Con
\Tntion, intended to introduce this moacure 
if r~~turncd to power, and I \vas returned bW" 
<!n increased n1ajnrity. I gairH:·d about 50LJ 
Labour vutcs c-ving to the fact that the 
Government intcEdod to introduce legislation 
of this kind. !Government dicsont.) I am 
safe in saying that at least 85 pc1: cent. of 
the 0lc'ctor~ in my constituency de~n~e rn{·. to 
entor an Pmphatic protest against lcgislati_on 
mch as this. I han> not had much to do w1th 
._\rbi"tration Courts. To hear s0rr1c hc_n1. 
member- opposite speak of their <_!ealinfY··· \nth 
the Arbi1T'J"tion Court for a number ot years, 
von \'.·.mlcl think thev kne'.- all about tho 
l·ural indu . .::tri£>~. I \~'otlld like to invit~'" a 
fpw of thcrn to go out into a constituency 
like lYtinc, ancl undertake the rnanap;emer1t 
of a farm thoro aPd se• how they would '6'C't 
on und(•r the proposed conditions. Some of 
the m0mbers of the Government have had 
the opporhnit.< of visiting the drought
stricken art'as in the Lockyer electorate, an-cl. 
it must have brcn quite clear to them th·tt 
in 111 anv cases tl1cro js no chance whatever .nf 
the farincrs in 11-ro c df'yastatecl areas rc('eTv~ 
ing any incon1c .at a1l. for at l0a::-t t-wel-ve 
months. IIow :s rt possrb!e for farmers who 
arc not. r0ceivhlg r_n~~ incon1c at all to pay t.he 
incn ac_•r1 wage Y.hich will be fixed by the 
...-\ rh1trn tion Court? rrhe farm erR endeavour 
in kc n thPil· en1plo)'E~r9 in work in sca''.on 
atJ(1 o1~t of ~cg,~on, <;nd th0y f:)rain a po1nt 
to do that; but. under this Bi11, the qo ,'et·n
n1ont, in,·teac~ of improYin,?,' ~he condi_t1ons of 
the farm C'Inp1oyers. are gmng considorab1y 
to inuubn the number of um llplo;:,,d nnrl 
se~_d 1110l'f~ men to the ritie;:;. The GoYQrn~ 
nH nt. an• not ~oing to do thP _rnf::tl indu:;::~ry 
an"" ,ood by thi>; amending BrlL Accordu:'l' 
to. u;e Gm·ernor's Speech. it is proposed 1n 
the near futuro to in1 rodure a scheme for 
the conscr.-ation of fodder. It se0ms to me 
that, if we go in for the conservatwn of 
fo{Jdcr, WC Shall have to increase the ar<'a 
under prcduction, which will mean that we 
shall require more men on the land. If the 
farn1ers are not j'n a position to pav the 
inerc<lsecl \Yage required, I fail to see hov,~ 
we arc going tn incrf'ase the. _area under 
production and to make provr_s10n for the 
consen-ation of fodder. I real1se that that 
scheme is one of great importance, and I 

Mr. Logan.] 
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hope that, when the matter comes before tho 
Chamber, every hon. member will do every
thing possible to relieve distress in time of 
drought. But the point I stress is that this 
Bill will not do anything lo assist in the 
conscrva tion of fodder, as it will not increase 
the area under production. 

I have conversed on this matter with 
various Labour supporters in my district, 
and I have found out tho,t they did not know 
o,· even believe that this important amend
ment was going to be brought forward, and 
i;; wme cases the farmers themseh-es have 
toltl me that they did not believe that the 
Premier >Yould allow such a proposal to go 
through. We are quite positive that it is 
going to do injury to rur.al industries, and 
tho only way in which it can bo n1ade succe;;;.:s
ful, in my opinion, is by first of all increas
ing the prico of the product of the farm. 
When that is done, there is a possibilitr of 
l::tending the benefits of the Act to the rural 
industriP; ,;ucccs,fullv. Thev will ha vo to 
be oubsidie0d or stabilised in some wm- or 
other before they < nn pay the a>Yard nJe of 
wagc:s. At the prcseut time-it must be 
low\vn to every hon. 111cmbl'r oppv::itc-lH<tny 
Lt-rn1ers arc not 1naking anything at all; and 
vet ·we aro to have an .... 4-rbitration Court 
,tW<Lrd for them to obsen-e, despite thP fact 
that in many install cc s the: hu ve thruJ or 
four sons of their o,,yn of lrl:L1 ure age who 
should be getting the basic \vagc before thc
priYilcge is C"'\:tcnded to unployct- :,. I{now
ing the requirement of the mau on the lcnd, 
ha,-iug boon a8sociated all my life with the 
Y:'lrious 0' cupations on the land. I kno\·· 
pc•rft:rt}y ·well thnt this is going to impose 
a Y:._ry greot hardship on tho farn1er, and, 
as I )m ye said, I fur that it v iil c1·eato 

unem11loyment. · \VhiLct I do not doubt 
CYcry hon. .:ncmber 011 the other ft1-l.e 

wishes to sco the orking rnan put in .'. Lett r 
[J•Jsition, I do honeotly doubt the possibilit:· 
of its bcin:; done under present conditions 
s.J far as dr1irying and general fanning are 
concerned. I am carrying on dair:ving nl,Y
sdf, anu I know pc>rfectly well that it is 
not paving; I would rather be out of tho 
industry than in it. ·what applies to me 
must apply to hundreds of others also. At 
the top end of my eleotorat~ stock arc dy'ing 
of dnught, butter-making is at a standstill, 
nnd the farrners have to make application 
for ac·sistance from the Government. That 
teing so, how is it possible for them to pay 
increased wages? It is particularly difficult 
in a lucernt- di-~trict such ac, .n1in0, because 
we know that with good r.ainfalls the prices 
which are obtained for your commodity do 
not pay for ib production. Still the farmer 
ha.s to pay labour and maintain his stock 
and if by this amendment vou are going t~ 
regulate the hour'' and increase the wages of 
the men whom tlwse farmers have to pay, I 
for my part tell 'j ou that I cannot sec liow 
it is going to be done. During the election 
campaign I put the Government policy as 
fairly as possible before the electors, so that 
they would know what they might expect, 
knowing full well that the Labour candidate 
was not going to place anything like that 
before them, because he knew it would not 
be palatable. The result, as I have <Llready 
said, was that I got increased votes. 

Another phase of this question with whioh 
I would like to deal is the fact that it has 
struck me a., rather strange that the appren
ticf"·hip question should bo dealt with in the 
same measure. On the one side wo have a 

[Mr. Logan. 

proposal to improve conditions so far as the 
f mployees are concerned, and on the other 
hand we have occasion to enter a protest 
against the extension of tho Act for the 
farming industriee. I am glad to think that 
the Government are going to make some 
effort to improve conditions of apprentice
s.hip. During the election I sb·e•oed th · 
necessity for it very much. I said that it 
"·as a pity that we had not more of our 
Queensland lads apprenticed to skilled tradec. 
so that they >vould be qualified to bk" the 
places of our artisans as they became vacant. 
h is quite clear that the artisans are dymg 
out infinitely more quickly than we are pro
Yiding young ones to take their places, and 
I ha' c said that I thought it a pity that we 
had to go 010rseas to fill places ,,-hich am· 
a>Yn bo·,; should take. For that reason. I 
,-,elcome the. possibility of improving the 
co11ditions of apprentices. I as.:;u1no that it 
is the intention of the Go1·ernment that thos<' 
conditions shall be impro,-ed, and that more 
boys c;·ill be traim·•l to fill jourJH'ymen's 
pv,itions in •·killed trades. It is regrettable 
to think that in ti!ncs pa:~.t, O\ving largely 
to the operation of yariou,s a',ard;;<, n1any 
boys and girls v·ho hap~ becn.ca.rnir:g gooJ 
\Yag<·s in their teens have b,-cn disn1i.--o'>Cd so 
:-·oon as the"'" reached n1aturity and Younget· 
ones ha Ye bceC! put in their places. Had 
they been apprenticed to ski!Jcd trade<, con
ditions v;ould have been different. 

I should like to eay a little with reference 
to the different rates of pay which would 
obtai.n in . f_a~·1ning . opErations. In n1ixed 
far111111g this lS lJttrticularly thL ( ~bC. }-lo;;.t 
of the farrrwrs have their gas engjEcs and so 
forth for chaffcutting and similar operations. 
The men who work tbem rn,_,surnably wjll 
cornn1and a hi,&rhor ratL of pay for a day on 
''/hich they run thc1n, although they n1a.'· 
have been employed at that \:ark for only 
a few minutes. They may have been 
employed for the rest of the time at c<Lrting 
pumpkins or something of that kind. And. 
speaking of pumpkins, I may say that the 
farmers in :11y electorate knmy how to handle 
pumpkins, and it is lik<ely that, when the 
organisers ttgin to go around, they may have 
a very lively time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcnLrc ·woRKS: I would 
not pursue that line of argument if I ·wNe 
you. 

Mr. LOGA=": I do not intend to do so; 
]-ut I would not like to be the organiser all 
the :"an1c. This is a matter, in all serious
nc··c, that will not be received with approha
(ion in mv constituency. I am voicing the 
opinion of a farn1ing con~tituenry, and I 
bc·lie1·e that opinion holds good >vith regard 
to all agricultural el~ctoratcs. I do not 
want to be ob,tinate, but I have endca
\'oure>d to put the case fl'om my point of 
view and from the noint of view of mv con
stituents. I hope that the ::\1ini,hr wiil give 
con,ideration to the amendments that will 
be proposed from this side. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \'YoRKS: I will 
accept every reasonable amendment that is 
dcsig·ned to improve the Bill. 

Mr. LOGA=": If that is so, then the hon. 
gentlcn1an will rccoivo a good n1any reason
al.Jle amendments from this oicle, and I sin
cere~:-' hope that he will accept them. 

Mr. FRRRICKS (South Rrisbanc): Tho 
sneeches that have been delivered bY hon. 
n;cm bers on this si do in support of arbitra
tion \vould. in my opinion, convince al'lv 
unbiased listener of the merits of that 
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principle to the extent that I feel that it is 
aot uucessa ry-if one \Ye re able~ to in1provc 
apon or sup]Jlcmcnt the argu1nents advanced 
in those spceelu~s. Consequently, it is rny 
intention in the brief references that I shall 
make to deal with some of the Dutstanding· 
features of the Bill proper, and to express 
wme opinions and sentiments which so far 
have not lJcQn touched upon. 

First let me deal with the qucetion of 
apprentices. ThG hDn. member for Lockyer 
has reiterated the statement that has been 
made for many }Cars past, to the effect that 
the Arbitration Court avYarch have been 
rc;;ponsiblc for the lessening of the number 
of apprentices vYho arc indentured to tradf's. 
He stated that when the wages of the 
apprentices rc··>e to a certain amount the 
-omployers in a great rnany instances dis
pensed with their services ancl put Dn appren· 
ticcs at a lower rate of pay in their places. 
That cmnp]aint is made, anJ ha~ been made~ 
against the system of arbitration and the 
-operation of the ArbitratiDn Court. I would 
remind those who take up that view that 
long before there wore ~"-rbitration Courts 
in any of the States, and long bdore there 
\YOre any industrial tribunals of any char
actor at a1l, that snme pernicious (,y;:,torn 
0pcratod in tho employnwnt of apprentices. 
not only in this State but in G;ory State 
throughout the Commonwealth, and pr.Ytic'-1· 
larl> in the differ:mt C(~ntrc' of population. 
I--lon. rnombcrs n1u~t remcrnbor the davs 1.Yhe11 
~irls wcra apprenticed to drcssrnaking". They 
had to serve a probationary period of six 
months without any payment at all, and for 
the \Second six months th0ir ·wages amounted 
to 2s. 6cl. per week. and continued to incr~ase 
bv 2<. 6d. nor week for everv six months of 
service V.'hen their payment reachcc! about 
12s. 6d. or 15s. per W(eck their services were 
.cJisp<'nscd with, and their places were' filled 
by aiJprenticos at nothing u week. That 
happened before thoro were any \V age~ 
BDnr<ls, Arbitration Courts. or any other 
induetrial tribunals. It has been stated also 
that the restrictions impo' :'d through the 
imtrumentalitv of the Apprenticeship Cam· 
mitt»n and the Arbitration CDurt ruling::>, 
restricting the number of apprentices which 
<:ou1rl be employed in proportion to the 
number Df adu't cmplo~·cp< in the trades, 
had a detrimental effect. That argument 
was blown sky·high by a pronouncc,rwnt 
recentlv rcnortrd in the Press as having 
emanated fro'n the pwsidcnt of the A rbitra· 
ticn Court, ~Ir. Justice :vfcCawlcy, ehowing 
that the employer' in the various trrLdcs had 
not onlc- been prevented from putting on a 
<Jertain number of apprentices. but that they 
had r:ot eTiploved the appn'ntices up to the 
number that t}ey "·ere allowed to employ, 
-~nd that ~ome had cmp1o~·od no apprPntires 
at all. Thr: pr .. ident of the Employers' 
Federation, Mr. Camphdl, rmbecl into print 
to ?.pologise for the employers' laxity in that 
regnrd. or Cl·dcavoured in some \Yay to 
•:xnlain it awav. The lnck of skilled trade··,. 
1n~n has not hrf'n C'anscrl throngh an5 fault 
of the Arbitration Court, or cf the Anpren· 
tirf>hip Committee, or of flny indu-.trinl 
rectrirtion whntovor. rrhc C'ml)}overs have 
not been availing- thorrl-.,clvcs of t.ho number 
which they mirht have Nnnlo,·cd in their 
endeavour to turn out skillei tradesmen for 
the future. 

Some ye trs ago I broug-ht down the wrath 
of a cmmlc of hon. g-entlemen opposite by a 
statement I made with regard to the low rate 
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of wages which in those days were paid to 
apprnrticcs. The apprentice to whom I was 
rderring had Lcen employed by a firm, and 
·when I 1nade that statcnwnt I 'lnt:: forced to 
mention the namP of \Yalkers Limited, in 
Maryborough-not that Walkers Limited 
\\ere a11v difl(~l'C'llt from any other large 
employin.g industry. They in those days 
did what any other employing body did. 
They paid a very low rate of wage,, to their 
apprentices, and I brought down upon my 
innocent head the wrath of the then hon. 
nw1nher for -:Vfctryborough-Mr. Corsor, now 
member of the Hou:oe of Representatives for 
Wide Bay-and }lr. l3ooker, who was then 
the member for the State electorate of 'Wide 
Bay. I explained the ituation then. and I 
rcpt~at it no\v, bF_'au~o it illustrates the 
reaoon for the Bhori age of Fkillcd tr;cdcsmen 
operating not only here but. throughout A us· 
tralia, and, as \VC learn frmn a sub-l0-a de1 

in the " Courier " this mDrning, throughDut 
the world. The illustration l mentioned was 
this: There wae. an apprenticed blacksinith 
employed at Walkers LimitBd. He is a 
relation of minP, and I know the whole cir. 
cunl .... tances of th(' ense. Ilo was a very apt 
.apprcntire. so 1nuch so that at the ggc of 
n hout eighteen h(~ was given a fire as a black
~n1ith, and h.: was rriYcn t"<\O strikers to 
assi<t. him nt the fire. 'The wages for 
"trikcrs in \Valkcrs Limited in those days 
was Ss. a .daY. and each of the t\YO Btrikers 
rcrcived for l1is \Yl~C:k's work £2 Ss., or a 
•nm of £4 16<. between them. The appren
ticed blad-csmith--mv l'C]ation-for his week\.· 
work received 17s. 6d. 

Mr. LOGAN: He had the benefit of learn
ing his trade. 

Mr. li'ERRICKS: That is a very pertinent 
intcricction. He had the benefit of learning 
th0 trade. but he vnts only able to do that 
b.v the sacrifice of his parents keeping- him 
there when his 0wn wages were not sufficient 
to keep him. He thDught so much about 
the tr,de that. when he got throu[ih his 
apprenticeship he never went back to it. He 
had such a gruelling at blacksmithing and 
the rate of wages that he rec·'ivcd, that he 
took on furnaciTig, as ho said it was easier 
work. 

Industries arc reaping the reward of their 
past niggardly action in the scarcity of ·.killed 
artisans at the present time. It was only 
<"'hildrcn of the well·to·do who could learn 
cr>ginecring and the allied trades, as they, 
could afford to keep their toys until they 

reached the age of twenty-one 
(8 p.m.] Y''"rs, ,-·hen they were out of 

their apprenticeship. If the 
pnrcnts "·er'' not able to do that, they had 
to make socriliccs to the detriment of them
selves and tlw other members of the family. 
It is not e'Cpected that such a sacrifice should 
be made by the parents and their h:nil.ies. 
I know it is trnc thnt \Valkers Lrmrted 
hnve turned out some of the best apprentices, 
who have dm·cloywd into the best. tradesmen 
that h"ve been turned out bv anv cnginccr
irg firm in the Commonwealt~. It. is a fac~, 
tno, thnt th," also hold many rmportant pOSl· 
t;ow. but i hey have been o ble to learn 
lhc•ir trade by virtue of the fact that they 
\\Cl'C more fa,·ourably situated through the 
standing- or position of their parents than 
mam· others were ·when we realise that 
employers "re doing the very same thing 
now in regard to dispensing with tho 
services of those youths whose wages reach 

Mr. Fet·ricks.! 
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tlw ocalc of 17s. 6d. or £1 a week, then "e 
can lcok forward to no improvement in that 
l'C'g':t r(l. 

1\!r. EDW\RDS: That cannot be done with 
.appn.:mLt·('·< r:ovv. 

Mr. FERRICKS: ="To; but in cases, if 
they stop at the trade. they turn them out 
as labourers. There are hundreds of boys in 
Quecnshtnd who started to learn a trade, 
not indcntnred in the etrict letter of the 
law, and who have been turned out as 
h bourero. I will go a bit further than the 
hon. member for Gvmpie in his statement 
in regard to technic;t! education. I am not 
going to follow the statements in the news· 
pupers, or of people who profess to be 
authorities on this subject, because 1 believe 
in technical education to the extent and on 
tlw lines on which it is operating here; but 
it sho'lld be capable of doing much more • han 
operating as a con1plement to thu practical 
work in the shops. In our Technical College 
've spend a hout 80 1cm· cent. m0re than is 
spent Dn the \Vorkmen's College in Me!· 
bournc, ''Ther0 virtually tradesmc~n are 
turned out. \Vith the extensions of the 
syst0rn here, nruch n1ore C<-tn he done than 
is claimed by many peopJe v,ho sp~.tk on this 
subject. 

A Hot hPr matter with which thP Bill deals 
is the givit:g the right to domestic workers 
to approoch the Arbitration Court. rhat is 
m;othcr snbiPet upon which some years ago 
I 111et \vith a little critici~rn fot.' refL'rring 
to :orne people, -....vell situatt cl people from a 
worldly se me. living in f ashio!la blo su bnrbs 
and honH~s. \Vho cuJpln:vcd their domc.~tic 
wc·rkers nt all hours of the day and night, 
and vvho paid them as lo'.; as 5 ,, a week by 
not <'~ lling tlwm d01nc :tic servants or 
domest·c vvorkers but "lady helps." They 
vvcrc allowed to sit at the t, ble with the 
family. but their drud:u·ry started after all 
thP visitors left at night. They did that 
fn>· the privilege; of r,ot being called a 
domL tic ''- orker, but a lady help. 

A GOVERNMEN1' MEMBER: A jackeroo is on 
thP sarne pla IlP. 

l\lr. FlBRRICKS: Constant housework is 
a drndgcry, bnt it is a gne,.t r druclgery to 
the domestic worker, br "atFC the housoc•;ife 
ndurallv has a home intNcst in her duties 
\Yhich COlllcJ 110( be OXflCdt•d of any emp]o_; Cd 
domc,tic \YOI'kC'r or anv lnrl,'-T h~~lp. We hear 
a gToat deal about the cle:~rth of domestic 
''n)rkcr;. and about u-irl-, net entering 
donH':;:tic scrvir•, and that t:-~mployers cannot 
g:c't them. I s,ty the pcop!n who. want 
rlomf' i,1c S(•rnlnt-" and hou~chold as~n~tants 
and enrn:ot p-et thcrn have no ono to blarne 
b11t thorn~elv-cs. 

CoVERKliiExT l\1L3fBFRS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FEH.H.ICKS: That is because of the 
mn,.ner the·' tren.tcd thnse <rids when thee' 
could get them in pl<mty. Again, the"' arc 
reaping: their rewa, d. Is it any wonder 
that the g-irls prefer to enter factories, 
whf'rf' their wages, hours, and conditions arc 
rcg:ulntcd? 

ConcmorEKT J'viE~rDERS: Hear. hear! 
Mr. FERRICKS: If the people who are 

making these complaints will readily get 
behind the Government in their endeavour to 
,ceure bettt>r conditions and ral'es of pay 
for dome· tie vv-orlwrs. that will solvf' the 
shortn gc in domestic labour, .,nd that very 
quickly: 

'The main discussion of this Bill has sur
rotmdcd the provision designed to enable 
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rural workers to get access to the Arbitration 
Court. The hon. member for Albert, when 
speaking lctst night, rather spoiled what. 
in my opinion_, \Yas for the hon. n1cn1bcr 
a t· piciiliy mod Prate speech, by at the end 
of It attacking this -ide of the Honso with 
the allegut:on thllt 'peakers from tins sidE' 
of the Houee had lihclled the farming 
inc!ustrv. Tf theeo had been anv ruflection 
en. t o~ tht' fa rmcr or the faroming com
munity., I ,yonld refer to tho speeches made 
by the hon. member, of 1he Country _party. 
Ono 'foilm,·ing the other uttered ,1n all 
scrionsnc~s tlw EtatC'rucnt that the farming 
indn~tl·P wJ.s in .~uch a. precarious condition 
In (2ueCnsland--

Mr. EDWARDS: That is true. 

Mr. FEH.H.ICKS: Th"1t the farmers could 
not af1'ord to pay a fair rate of wages to 
tho"e they Nnplovcd. The hon. member now 
interjects that that is true. 

.Mr. DASH: A Jeremiah. 

Mr. FERRICKS: They al'<o said that 
others would not employ labour, a.o they 
could not afford to pay them. 

l\fr. EDWARDS: Absolutely true. 

Mr. FERRII'KS: Is it any wonder that 
we haYO cabled reports of statements appcar
inrr in the London Pro>s to the effect that 
ne~Ycomers to Australia frum Ureat Britain 
a.rc e.cnt. i11to do~3ert country to undt'rtakc 
rirudvel'J end slav-ing and nndergo the 
misery, while the fa nncrs no leaving thoil'. 
farm3 and flocking into the cities. The hon. 
member::; cppo,..:itl' one aftnr another havr~ 
been n1aking thlc ~tntc·rnrnt that farmers art· 
being driven off their farn1s--

Mr. EDW.\RDS: That is true. 

l\lr. FER RICKS: And will be driven ofr 
their farms. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Vhilo the Labour Govern
nJPnt are there. 

l\l1. Fl•T,TITCKS: The London papers, a; 
a result, are socking 10 obtain for emign,.nts 
a fair {'hanC(' ···hen t~1cy come here. T!~GY 
aro pa'·c•ing the ·e false statements on, and 
,vjJl eo~~ tinuc to do so while such false 
utterancec are mo.do by the men who prof0ss 
to sit in this Chamber in the interests of thP 
farming community. 

J\.Ir. Eow.IRDS: It is true. 

Mr. FERRIC:KS: If they go on saying 
it i .. true that the farmers c<.~nnot pay wages 
and that they arc bei1:g driven off the farms, 
then I hope in the name of consistencv, that 
not one of thorn will d:tre mention in this 
Chambc·r the questior, of immigration and 
land settlement" because the .. arc saying that 
land settlement in Queensland is a failure. 

Mr" Enw.IRDS : But von know you sold 
that plank. · 

:Ylr. FERRICKS: I <un not going to 
f'ndorsc th:tt- fal:-.;r_ and rash statement, but if 
they per>ist in that utterance thou they 
should :-ay no rnoro about i'nlnigration and 
fmthor land settlement in Quconeland. Are 
they going t·o blame the men who a re 
engaged in rural v ork for the drought? 
They arc blaming the Government 'or the 
drought, but that i., no re""•ln why they 
should penali",e the men who work on their 
farms. The burden of their argument is 
that the farmer cannot pay Arbitration 
Court wages bccauPc there is a drought pre
vailing. It is not the question of wages 
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that troublee. the agricultural industry; it is 
· the qU<"•tion of the drought. That is the 

serious problem to be seriouslv tackled. It 
~an ... be rc:untcractcd in soinC' degree hy the 
conservation of water and bv the conserva
t,ion of foc1(ler; Lnt the rt1(;ll who arc on 
wagof in the Jurul induf:tries should not have 
to bP a r the brunt of the drought by being 
refl!scd access t.o the Arbitration Court. 

I do not think hon. memb<>rs opposite are 
voicing the sentiments of the fanning 
industrv or the fanners in this Stat., when 
they give utterance to the contentions thny 
have made on this subiect. I believe tho 
farmors wl1o en1ploy labour arc \Yilling to 
pay tho labour they omplo,•; a fair rate of 
WHgcs. 

Mr. FRY: They have got to pay. 

Mr .. FElUUCKS: We hear a groat deal, 
too, horn speakers on the other ;:;.idc rC'gard
ing the attitude of members of this party 
towards the agricultural indu~try. During 
the past three yearc that I have been a 
nwrnber of this Assemblv there has henn 
quite a lot of rural kgi;lation put on the 
statute-book bv thie Governmc>nt. In fact. 
moct of 1he legislation put into effect iu the 
last l'arlia ue111. was in the interests of the 
fanning ron111.unlty. I made a point of 
asking on two or three or:casionB in the last 
Parharneut if halL me ulwrs cl"ctcd to this 
Hou '0 from {'ountry con:-;titut'!lcios 1ncant to 
continue on t!w line·_~ they \Yero thPn going, 
saying th:tt the GoYt'rnrnent had done noth
ing for the fnrn1ing industr~v. 

l\1r. EDW\UDS: That is t:'uc. 

Mr. FERlUCKS: I protr-tt'tl ugainst that 
btaternont being made Ja,t S('Ssion by iho 
hon, member and b/ the late hon. member 
for Drayton, Mr. Bcbi.Jingtcn, Yvho w often 
repented that fabc statnmpnt. Let mo tell 
the lH)Jl. gt~ntleman ho\v tho reiteration of 
tbat statement is inclined to affPd onc-I 
am speaking for myself. Ever since I have 
bePn in puu:ic life I have advocLttcd tho 
iittPn·~t' 01 tho fanner anJ the worker, 
hccau: .. e I realise-if hon. lttC'lltbers opposite 
have not vet realic,.··d it-that the farmer is 
aho a \VO~d\:er, and the soolll'l' the f<nmcrs 
in the hon. member's di,trict reali:e that 
fact 1 anll join with the \\orkr'r against th(•ir 
ronunon encn1v, tho sooner tht'V \Yill 1Je in 
t.hc position tl-iat the cane fanuCr:-) are iu. 

Dnrinp; th<"' fourteen years I have been in 
public life there is not one word that can 
be dug up in any '' }J.nn~ard " wh('l'P I hnvo 
cast a refl('ction upo:1 thP fnrming- i11du.;;.try 
or upon 1.hr n1cn cmnloy0d in fighting their 
inteH.:'"ts. Even in the last carnpaigE. in a 
city 0leetoratc largely con1po:-:t'd of indus~ 
trial -wol'k<'r~, in U0alin:r with the cost of 
living, I tnade the etat'•mcnt that I was 
not an adYorflto of bedrock prier>· for primary 
proclncts, because I rea liHed that if primary 
producis were sold at glut pricPs tho people 
,,~ho wore ]H'oducing them wvn bcing 
swcat<•rL At one time you could get milk at 
4d. a quart-l know that became I used to 
Eell it-and evrn as low as 3d. a qn:Ht. I 
knew then that the people who werP engag<•d 
in dairying· w('re beieg ab:::olutC'l_v swcatod, 
and in looking for cit:v vot0s I \vas fair 
enough to place before thorn the proposition 
that it \vas better in the ini<'rcsts of the con
sunH rs to h~ vn a standa rdisctl price :or pro
ducts rather than famine prices at one time 
and glut prices at another time. 

When I hear hon. members opposite men
tion London parity, it occurs to me that the 

Secretary for AgricultlH0 pointed out here 
in the last l'arliam0nt that at one timn 
Qucpnsland chPesc and butter \vera bringing 
a lower prico in LonUon than consurners in 
Brisbane were paying for them. ·when I hear 
theSt' repeated stateuwnts that the Govern
ment have done nothing after all our efforts 
during the past three years-and I do say that 
the amount of agricultural legislation during 
the la,t three years has placed the workers in 
the city in a secondary position-I realise 
that this State must be developed, and that 
the agricultural and fartning industries rnusi, 
bo legitimately lcgic]atcd for. But when we 
have bricks hurled at us-and we have had 
three c·oa rs of it-it does not tend to increase 
ono's "cnthu-.;i<tsrrl In aclvDcating to such a 
degree as I ha Ye done the interests of the 
primary producer. Howm·er, I do not think 
hon. members t•pposite voice the sentiments 
of their electorates when they come into this 
(~ham her a nU., after three . years, start a 
fourth year saying that the Govornrnent 
ha'"'' done nothing for the farming industry. 

2\Ir. EDWARDR: 'l'PJl US what they have 
clone. 

1\Ir. FF.RRICKS : The hon. member for 
C11nningharn, in the Plldoa vour to dr.aw t110 
di:-t.inction between t.he general agricultural 
inductry throughout Queensland at tho pre
~ cnt ti cnc and the sugar industry operatin[J 
undt'r the '1-rbitration Court a\Yard, and thL 
nricc' of tlwir respective products, attempted 
to butt rt'SS his arg·umcnt by saying that the 
sugar inJu:::tr.v had hcC'n a<;:sistrd by Lcing 
given cheap coloured labour, an import duty, 
a markt't for the product, a d the lwncfit of 
rniJlion~ of State rnoucy put into State sugar
mills. I would remind the hon. gentle nan 
and those who think ,_,:ith hi.n that in 1909 
th(•rc \\·as a dut:.~ on sugar-which has 
rccentlv been increased-and thoro was a 
warkc{ for ~ugar. T'hc regulation of the 
condition' of the wmkers in the sugar 
i1cdn try had its genesis in 1908. In 1909 
tho.1· hnd had Stat:' money expondnd in 
tlw erection of State sugar-mills, but at 
that time ]JCople who thought with the 
hon. gcntlemaiJ. and who think with him 
,:mv, lllaintained that all tho sugar indus
try conic! afford to pay the men work
ing in the industry then, despite all these 
adva.utagcs, was the sum of 3s. 9d. a day for 
a ten-hour day, or 4~d. an hour. That i:-: 
onlv a few vcars a(!o. In 1910 that was the 
is· LlC at the CFcderal clcct.icns, and the party 
opposite howled that the sugar in·dustry 
would be ruined if more than -l~d. an hour 
'' cro paid to the men engaged in it. But the 
La.bour pfLrty went. on with their policy, and 
in spite of the opposition of rna11y of the 
sugar ro:)rc:-;tHJtatiycs in this· Chamber, they 
ga.-u the sugar farmers the benefit of tllo 
( 'anP l'riees Boards, and they raised the 
wages of the men t,hrough the mstru
montality of the Arbitration Court, ana ic 
·was only when the ,~~ .lbCS \vent up in the 
sugar indu~try that, a,ny prosperity began 
to accrue to the farmers who produced th;, 
cane. 

GoYERN}lE:-iT ::VIniBEBS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. FERRICKS: The same thing will 
apply to the agriculturo I industry generally. 
If they pav a decent rate of wages, payable 
J>rices will be obtained, because they arn 
obtn.inccl as '" natural corollary to the 
incrcaSL'd eo:::t of production of any corn
modity, lion. members opposite say that 
the Goycrnment haye done nothing for tiw 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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agrirultural induetrv. Arc the pools which 
have been brought m to existence by legis
lation of no ad vantage t<J the farming 
industry'! 

Mr. CosTELLO: Not so far. 

Mrc FERRICKS: I know they have. 
because I live in Brisbane, and I know that, 
as soon as a pool is formed to stabilise a 
particular commodity, the price of that com
modity goes up, and tho COllSUlllCr has to pay 
more for it. And that is why I say that, 
even when I went before my <'iccror.·•, l 
did not advocate• bedrock pricc:s for pnrnary 
products, but at the same time I am not 
going to advocate sky high prices or unduly 
high prices for anv CO!llll!Odity. YVhy do 
hon. membr,rs opposite talk a bout pooLo 
being of no advantage? I will take tHe 
electorate of the bon. ~nmnber for Carlll.ll'YOn 
as an example of the advantage which is. 
expected to accrue from a pool. This is a 
yery significant little 'thiug

0 
I remember 

members of the Bri,bauo Fruit Growers' 
Association going up to Sbnthorpc to meet 
the tomato-gTOIYer.s and discus::; tho 1natter 
of the the" projPcted tomato pool, and, as 
reported in the .. Courier'' of 27th 1\oYember. 
1922. Mr. Wilmington. one of the vis1tors, 
was a'ked-

" vVhether the pool could control the 
suppl? of tomato~s to the Brisbane 
market from earlv in J auuary to the 
middle of April."' 

He said-
" Yes; the pool would practically 

dominate the market during the ponod 
stated." 

Which meant, of course. that the tomatoe-1 
for that period-which I presume is the 
period of production in the Stanthorpe dis
trict-would be sent do\Hl in regulated 
quantities to stabilise tlw price' and to 
i1nprovo the nrice the g1owcr \\Ould l'('CCiYc. 
The rcoult h7ts been tfw same following on 
th<' formation of any pool. 

Hon. \V. ll. BAH-'iES: It certainly was not 
so with the tomato. 

Mr, FERRICKS: Hon. mcrnbers opposite 
talk about round-table confcrcucc.s bci:1g 
preferable to 1-\rbltration Court pro::ecliings. 
I "as it:tcrcstcd in the speech of the hon. 
member for Albcrt lost night, when he men
tioned the formatio11 of ugos board:', and 
proudly said that he h..d Ltthercd that lcg·is
lation. I remember dictinct:y that the hun. 
mr:mber for Albert d:d eo, ancJ l know fur
ther that in 1907 and 1903, ••hu1 there were 
two elections following closely one on the 
other, the quc.:;t1on of the extension of wages 
boards to rtnal i'nJu::;tric~> was 1nacle t.hc I·,_,ue 
at both those "'cctions. I know b<'cnuse l v. as 
in the election in 1908 contesting the scat in 
the agricultural di>triet at rn·esent held by 
my colleague, Mr. Collins, and I know 1hat 
the i:c.suo was \Yhether the nu·al v;orkcr-.; 
should be brought under the operatJOHs of 
t.ho wages board 8ystPn1, and o\·cry anti
Labour candid,~d.e in QLwcnsland, aud parti
cularly in the couutry cli,triets. dc'nounccd 
vvith tho utrno:ct vnlw1ncnco at their corn
mand the i •. iquitous pro"JC>sal that the 
work0rs in tho rural indu'"trir~ should Uc 
brought under the ''Tages board sy:.;tmn. 
There can be no getting away from that, 
because it is well known that they fought 
the proposal tooth and nail as being cal
cu!.ttod to ruin the farming industr0 , and 
now they stand up m this Chamber and 
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advocate a rcvPrsion to the system of wagPR. 
boards or round-tabl0 mnfcrcn<·r•s. If thosc 
gclltlomen ar0 th<:> fric11ds of the farlo.Prs. 
th<'n it will be a question of the farnwrs 
bPing saved horn their fricnds, if thPy arE' 
going to continue for another three year~ to 
inflict upo:1 this Ho us<' th~ rash assert 1ons 
they are continuously rnaking a bout the 
" h~rd-upnPss" of the (~ucensland farmers 
and the hopch __ 'SSllf'~':-, o£ a.nv n1an going on 
bo the land and uwking a livin6. I sa:· they 
aro libelling (~uccnslar:d-not inteutionally 
I know-hut non0 th" l0ss surely they a;-e 
libelling Queensland ju-t as seriously as tiw 
notorious delegation libcllod Queensland. Do 
thue hon. gentlemen r<'alisc to the full that 
they hold a very res~onsiblc position as 
m0mbors of Parliament, and that their rash 
statomcds made in this Chamber do not end 
hero? The wor.~t feature of the whole 
d0famation is that the morning Press star 
their \Vi1d staterncnts ~1bout tho precari.Ju::: 
po-it'on of tlw agricultural indu,try; and 
1t is wired South, and from South it is w1red 
abroad and a)lpoars in the London Press
nut their statements, of coul'3e, but deduc
tions from thorn. If the London papers eom
nccnt a:lvC'rsol:- on the position of Queensland 
in relation to the far.ning industry, the 
·' Courir•r" and the " J\.fail" very unpatrJoti
C:lll \ cor? t.llP devilish accusatiolJS '""hich arc 
made against this State under flaring h0au· 
linC'". lt is a grca t shan1e that such defarna
tion and libel of this .State should contmue 
ju-·t becan~C' a. Labour Gover111nent happen 
tu Uo in power. 

Mr. RYAN: ThPy ought to be deported. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The truth should be told. 

Mr. FERRICKS: I would suggest that 
lwn. members opposite ~hould have a little 
bit of common sense and tell the truth. 

GOVERKi\IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hea:r! 
Mr. FERRICKS: \Ve are told that dire 

resuitJ _,-ill accrue if this legislation should 
come into clf"ct. I would re.nind hon. 
memh0rs that. •vhilo the Arbitration Court 
has done a groat deal of gcod, it h • ') eer
tninlv nrYer elTi'd on the side of lcn:cney 
lOW[~· d::; the mPn in 'any industry. The court 
vo,'s to the uhno;t limit' permitted by the 
\et to find ont the ability of an industry to 
pay the wages before a\yardlng thC'm. That. 
j, the system of arbitratwn, and not only cht· 
!~uocusland court but all Arb:tration Conr:s 
have procc0dcd on tho-e lines. If there is a 
loopholu at all, if the case against a mere 
existence wage is not overwhelming, then the 
onlplo)·crs as a gclJeral rule have uot a ~rl!~1t 
deal 'to fear from the operations of the 
Ar·bitratio11 Court. 

Hon. W. H. BAHKES: Is that not a hb·cl 
on the Arbitration Court? 

Mr. Fi',RRICKS: It is ju_.t showing t!utt 
the interests of hon. members oppo3itc have 
been looked after pretty well by ArbitraLCLl 
Courts, judging by pa:'-it experience. I can 
only say that this provision has bo •n too 
long dda vcd, and. inste<td of showing 
oppo-:itiou 'to lt and cavilling at it, hon 
mcn1Lers ::.:houJd get behind it and endeavour 
to raise up their industries to the level of 
other industries that exist in Queensland. 

GovEnK;\IE~T MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I feel that it 
is incumbent upon any man who represents 
a primary producing constituency to state 
his views on this important measure. The 
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last speaker mad~ a very impressive and, to 
a grcaJ extent, a Vl~ry fair <;jpecch. 

[8.30 p.m.] I have no uouht. as to his sym· 
. paths with the primary prouucer. 

If there Js one man on the Government side 
to-day who has c~msistently shown his sym
pathy for the prnnary producer, it is the 
hon. member for South Brisi.JUne; but. at 
the same 1 itne, he did not ~a-:, ono word to 
demom.tra;te how this y;roposal can be applie<l 
to the prnnary producer. 

Mr. FERRICKS · Give the primary industrico 
a chance. 

Mr. \VARREN: The hon. member has not 
sh'?wn bow these _poor unfortunate people are 
go1ng to pay tln• w:1ge. 

A GovERNMEN r ::VIEMBER: Why weep~ 

Mr. W AHREN: It is tho dntv of those 
who ·tro sent here I o protect the ;·dercsbl of 
the . primary producer to speak the truth 
to-mght. Very little has been ,aid which 
,;·oulu convince any reasonable ma 1 that thi 
measure has bcc!t brought fo!'\\ arcl ln the 
in.tcrc~ts D~ t~c primary producer. or tha he 
v:Ill bP ~blo 1~1 any wav to meet the obliga
tiOns wluch will be impo;od upon him nude" 
the n1ea~urc. -'liVe have to go a iit tle further 
back thnn when thi~ Bill was introduced. 
We know that, \\ hc.'n the Prin1ar1- Producers' 
Organi:::a·ion :::ehcn1c was put int'o operation, 
the wo~·kcrs marlc a CPrtain drnHn;(l ou tho~o 
in authority, in thcsP krms. •· You pnt £1 
in the producr~r's poc·knt .. btJt you have to 
take £2 out of it.." The (joy'ernnwnt are 
demanding somr·thing rnort; than they pu in. 
l want to ask ho!l. n1ernber~ oppo.:..itc if thc2' 
have ·done anytr.mg sub-tantial for thc1 pro
ducer. \Vc have never seen it' t'L The hon. 
memb£'r for Nana,ngo a ked what the Govern
ment have done for thl' producer. 

An OJ·POSITIO:O: MEMBER: Thev stole his 
bulter. ' 

Mr. vVARTIEN: Tlwv have not done much 
more than 'teal his butter. '2\o hon. member 
opposite has rnade anv definite statement as 
to what the Gmc·rnrnont have done for 1he 
prouuccr. I wish to read an article from tho 
~,flir~al. organ o~ tl,\o Labour party, thr 

Prooucers R:v1ew. That Jonrnal admrts 
that th'" ?'heat mdmtry has been scientif-ically 
orgamocd by 1 he \V heat Board. The mem
bers ~f the board happen tu b0 fairly good 
organisers, and have organi~cd the industrv 
on a goc·d basis. The " .Producers' Review;, 
goes on to say--

. " What ,,f the Council of Agriculture 
m the betterment of agriculture? Since 
t.hat. C<_mncil has been functioning. whorc 
has !t JncreasPd by one penny the re urns 
reccrved by the farmer fur his produce"! 
Can an~:one give uvidcnce of one scheme 
put forth by the Council to solve present
day markchng difficulties"! Does the 
Cmmcil realise that Quccnslaucl farmers 
depend primarily upon the Queensland 
and Australian markets? 

·' The 'Review' believes that the 
Council was instituted to lift agncultural 
plHSUJts out of the chaos iuto which thev 
have fallen, Nobody reali"cs better that! 
Mr. Theodore the need for an economic 
r~orga~Ii?aiion of ugriculture. It's a pity 
h1s dnvmg force could not be infused 
mto the Com,cJI." 

The Government are certainly responsible 
for the Council of Agnculture. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Who elected the Council? 

Mr. WARREN: I will come to that shortly. 
In the first place, we objected to the method 
of nomination. Tho method was absolutely 
wrong from beginning to end. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. WARREN: I knew that you would 

ea:! me to order, Mr. Speaker, but I wanted 
to show that, \Ybilo the Governmcn1 are tak
ing something out uf. the producers' pockets, 
they are holding out that they have done 
~oructhing fur tlw-.:o rncn. l want io show 
1hat oven that claim is not true, and that 
thnre ha"' bt'en 11othiug done for the pritnary 
producer. vVith the exception of the sugar 
industr:;-, OYtY!:ything is in a chaotic con
dition. and we arc in no way bPtter than wo 
were three year' ago. If the indn>try is only 
pQyin~· a err uin atnount, how is it po~sible 
to take' more cut of the indu•lry than it is 
produeing? \V c !mm' that the cover<e 
drought a'·d the bad organi, otion of the pro· 
duccrs tn··day arc re:::pon~iblc for the v;C'akness 
of the Council of \gricu] uro. It is no use, 
to u-::c rt yu\~·nriFm. "puJling our own Jog," 
and sa~-ing that tlw Council is doing a loi 
of guud. The Sl'cretary for Agriculture onl,y 
l.a kcs notic~ of 1 he Council of Agriculture 
·whon it ~nits him-when th('Y bring somc
th1np: fonvarcl whic·h he ihinks is going- to 
ben€ fit the GovornmP'it's ~chemo. The 
Government do not follow the Counc:t of 
} '?ricu 1ture implicitly. Is it a fair thing to 
put before the Hun"' a scheme which i, so 
important to th,, producers and which will 
ha\~e ~uch far~rcaching· offPcts, whirh. when 
brought bcforP the Council of Ag-riculture, 
illC'V \H'Te T~ot <lllOW{'ll to di:-cuss? lf it wa~,, 
right to bring thi;;:; measure bt'foru the House, 
it """' also rig-ht 1 hat the Council of Ap·i
culturo shmdd haYC had >mme voice in the 
rrwttc1·. T-io\V arP the farn1crs going to 
rldcnrl their rnsP in the Arbitration Court 
when tlw Cou"'oil of Ag-riculture. which has 
been in cxi~tP''.CP for .a, con ,]derablc tin1l\ is 
not nble to do unvthlng. and. ~icrorrling to 
the GovC'rumPnt' o.rgan. it has done nothing'! 
If the Council ln s done nothing for the 
ptoducc•r hitherto, how can we expect it to 
rlcfc••rl the inton·st.s of the producer in the 
futnrc '! I do Let \\·ant. to run down thP 
Coun('il of Agrlc·ultnre. but I am sorry i<r 
sny that. I avrec Yvith the "Producers' 
Rcvic~w.'' Thn farmer~ in Iny electorate, who 
arc nnt. able to nwko a living. have to co1ne 
and '"k for as.'i'tancc from the Government, 
althoug·h tlwy a re s1 uatod in the glorious 
country of the Nmth Coa,t lino. That being 
the case. I say that the Council of Agricul
ture is not fulfilling its functions. I want 
1 o hear somo argument fron1 tho other side, so 
that we can .go and ·tc11 our con"tituPnts. 
" It is quite all right; you \Yill be on the 
right track, and tho Government arc g-oing 
to sec thal vour butter and bananas are 
kept at the r!ght price." 

Mr. CARTER: What has that to do with this 
Bill? 

Mr. WARREN: We, want to see where wo 
are going to get 1he money from to pay thP 
increased WD!!CS. Jf it is impossible to gel 
the mo"O)', what is t.lw use of putting these 
men under a scheme which will put thorn in 
a worse position than they arc in al the 
present time'? I believe that the hon. mombm 
fm· South Brisbane did feel the sympathy hP 
expressed. and that he realises the disadvan
tages from which the man on lhe land suffers. 

Mr. FERRil 's: Everyone on this sidP 
realises that. but you on that si<le arc >JOt 
giving us n1uch encouragement. 

Mr. Warren.] 
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Mr. WARRE"l: I b<·lievc that the hon. 
rncmber fdt everything he ~aid about the 
people whom he t<•rm,·d the servant [;·irl 
class. I bclif've that thoro arc thin·~s in 
ihis Hill ~.;,hich cntbod7 n(:CC'Rc.;arv reform~. 
and Lhe hon. Iid_:nllH'l' ~for South Dri:-<bane 
s.how0d conclusively wh£'ro thcri_'! 1', ere 'vrongs 
and how tl"'Y could be remedied: but even 
his logiral rc~w_on did not ~.::ivt~ us a,nv pre
R('ription for taking- lJ]ood OUt of a v::-:;tolle. 
r-rh(· grcnt0r part of l.he prinnll'J prodncers
l de not rofer to the IYOtd anJ r;up.;ar gl'O\Vers 

~art> living on the ln·"ad alld buttn line. 
It ha'· been said that t:JC, do not need to 
• m ploy men. I do not believe that that 
would bt' a good thing for the State. I 
holie\'0 that the en1ploy-ing fnrn1cr is doing 
r"ore for the Sta(e than anv othe1· class. lt 
is not tho one-horoc farm .. v. hil'h is doing 
II!();:{, to inet'Pilf-'.0 }lrit!l<ll",\" production. f du 
not "·\'' for a moment,_ and [ hope nobody on 
th1s sHk has n"ade ti"' statPmont, that the• 
fnnner'R t~mplo}-f'P has lh.~£~11 getting- ~uffic:icnt
out of his work. l do not think for a 
monJ.Pnt that he ha>'. 

Mr. Fn:RICKS: Do vou think he has bPeH 
"'\\Pah:d? " 

:\1r. \VAHHE'\: I do not think he has. 
I think that the man who iws !wen sweated 
j., thc~ fanner. I do not think u.nv intclJjo·prJt 
1nan ', ouJd comp into this Chaml)('r and ~aY. 
or "utr.~r·st. 1 hat the farrr1erP Ul'0 a ~nYPatiJ~g 
<lass of people. 

J\fr. C''RTEH: You ant thc'm to b<·. 

l\Jr. WAIU{]i;);: Of all the farmero l 
know lJDnc \\ ork.s hi:;: In en as hard as he 
·work~ hirnsoJf. 

l\1r. FERRJCFS: ~obody <'X pccts his llHLll 
to work as hard as bu \Vork:-:.. 

J\lr. W AHRE:'\1:. I quitr' ag-ree that hc 
~ho1dd not \Vant hh nwn to \York as hard 
us hP works himsp]f. I do not believe that 
if \Vl' hny a rn1n':-J 1nl;our. \Ye buy hiH blood;. 
but I do say that by this Bill not. ordv arc 
th(~ Con~rnn1ont goillg to retard produCtion, 
but th0y ·nrc also ~ojng to injure :the 
'.mrker in the rural di~tricts as \Yell as 
ra i-c t!J.., pricP of thf' primary product'. that 
1!:'. nnlC"-=, th0:. find ~o1ne n1r, nlS of equalising 
mattnJ's. Unlr•ss thny do that the farmers 
cannot InrtkL~ their fnrms ]lay. It is no use 
sayin~ that the extm mcr;cy has g-ot to 
{'OHW from the farnH'l'S. They have not got 
1t. Th(' people who arc going to pay arc 
the workcr.s and tlw consumers. Take the 
milk industry. At present people in Dris: 
banc ~re paving rnoro than ther,' should pay 
for mllk. \Ye would like to see it sold for 
ar lt'ast 2d. a quart less thrm it is to-day: 
Lut at the same time we must not for~et that 
no t!airyman in the- Brisbane district is 
making- any money out of eciiing milk. He 
rnny do f'O when thQrc is sornc gra:-:" feed, 
lmt oth,•rwiso. he i~ losing considerably on 
t•very <'ow he 1s feodmg. \VC' must agree that 
there mm<t be some point at which- arbitra
tion must lw<rin and some point at whieh 
rt must end. I have never heard anvbodv on 
this side of the Honsc sav that he 'does' not 
agree with arbitration. " We must admit 
that it is a thousand times better than 
direct action. 

Mr. PEASE: You believp in it for the other 
fnllow, but not fnr your own industry. 

Mr. Y\'ARREN: Y\'e want to solve the 
problem as much as anvbodv, but arc we to 
. colve it by applying arbitration to the rural 
worker? To my mind, not only are we 

[ ¥. •·. Warren. 

doing a wrong to thP industry and to the 
<'on~umf't', hut wo aro also dolng a 1vrong 
to the work<'r. The hem. member for South 
Brisbano said that we should not ask people 
to come to this State if we ~ay that the pro
du('(:>l' caniJot tuake a living. We n1ay be 
quite correct in making that ,tatmnent. In 
(,.et, the income tax returns and everything 
else poiHt to the truth of what we arc say
ing-. At th" ~am<' time, we believe that the 
Byskm of buying and selling which he 
adopts lrns a good d<•al to do with the posi
tion of thP proclucPr. \Vc know that in 
.'-'OlllC cn,c:-; it is lhe 0ffect of oyer-production. 
Takt: frnit for instnneo. \"Vo arc over
p,odncing- in cnrtain lines, but in no case 
can \\-e ~a 1 hat \Ye arc nn comn1orcial linPs, 
t'XCPpt ln rn-;lJCd of \Vool and sugar. But 
I do not S!tiJpO.~(' it JTinttcrs 'vhai· WO say-the 
!Handalc Ita go!'(' furth, and this has got 
to cam('. l \Yant, hO".':evc'l', to enter ffi}' pro
tc:~t-ihure i" no .Jc!"('Jniah l1u:-inoss about it 

{ :ovcTnmPnt ln this propo:::al are 
tllP bPst for Queensland or for the 

Mr. DRCCE (F:cnncdy): While I was 
Ji,t,.,ning to the speeches of hon. members of 
thu Opposition last night, it struck me that 
tllcse amendments should bo discussed calmly 
and dispa~sionatnly. Thn rcprc,.,cntative o~f 
1 h~~ ''f1onri('r" n1nst Le su:3c0ptiblc of trans
!lli:--:~1on of thow..(ht. bt'causo tho:c;.e IVOrJs \YCre 

tN'd Dt the hr·;1d of a leader ~his morning. 
\Yhilst I sav that these amendments should 
be de,tlt with t'alrnly and dispassionately, I 
do 1:ot gnarantc~L~ 1hat in rcpl:.ing to the 
lliCrllber·- of tlw Opposition 1hcrllselYcs I 
:--hall remain C'ahn and dispassionate. 

\Yhat is the i'Sue '? The amendments are 
dPsigHed to PxtoJHl the provisions of the 
Indn,tri>ll Arbitration Act to the workers in 
mral indmtrios. That brings three classes 
of 11cople within the ambit of ihe .di:-;cus:":Jion 
---th wol'kPr:-) i11 the rural indu:strics, the 
fanners for \Yhorn they work, and son1e gcntlc
Il!Pll -whont tlH rnentb(~rs of the Opposition 
haYe hardh mentionod~thc middlemen who 
hnndlP the ·products of the farmer. The crux 
oE the whole position was WP!I put forward 
by memuf'l ,, oppositr when they were "'P
porting the motion of the hon. member for 
Bnrnctt this afternoon dnrirog the time 
allotted to pri.-ate mornbcrs' business. They 
laid bare the position that the middleman 
,,,-as thP rnan ·who 1vas erne if=· ing tho farmer; 
lout, "-hibt thPy have been discussing- those 
>l mondmeuts in the Industrial A rbitl·ation 
Aet. I haYe not heard ono member e-...copt 
the last speaker refer to that phase of the 
question. 

It is strange, if Opposition membors are 
r•f'rfodl,v honest, that they should ]e",Ve that 
rhasc of the position out of the argw wnt 
v.hcn it is a qu_c:c;.tion of o_;xtending the opera
liens of the ~'l.rbitration Court to tho rural 
1mrkE'rs. Every Opposition m em bcr has 
said that he believes in arbitration. We 

jJI accept that statcrr1ent as being c-orrect. 
ff they be!ieYe in arbitration as a prinPiplc, 
1 hey cannot belie.-e in its application to one 
~t ction of work0rs or one section of indt1stries 
::t.nd not to another section of \vorkf'rs or 
D11othcr section of ind!1stries. 

C\1r. KERR: What about the public scrv:rnts 
l'h~eiving n1ore than £300 a year? 

:\Ir. BUUCE: Where we have large bodies 
o~ men \YOil organised in key industries . 
v.-hero th -,y organise their econmnic force and 
bring a g-reat deal of pr<'ssure to buat' as tn 
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"bat shall be their rate of pay and condition; 
o~ work, the emplo:-ing class and those who 
rl'prcsent tbo largo aggregatinns of capital 
arc ccrt~Iinly in favour of arbitration; bur, 
when they got workers who, througlr the 
;ci•tterE'd nature of the industry in which 
'lwv work, are not organised, then the 
,.,r,ploying class and those who control large 
rtg'fZI'Ogations of capital are not in favovr of 
e.rbitration. If you believe in arbitratio:r 
,You must believe in arbitration a~ a prin
nplc. an•l this Bill is only meant to o>ctond 
ii.rbit.ration to tho rural workers of this State. 
\\~p know perfectly \vcll that in rr1:tnv e:1scs 
t~c farmers ftrC nDt doii•g well and uc• not 
vny w01l off: yet in other cases they are •.· ell 
c•ff. ·what n ro you desirous of protecting- the 
L rmer fnm? If hon. members oppl''Jitc are 
--ri(·s.irons of protc2ting the farn1c~r and of 
k·oking '' fter his intere·ts, they shonl t1 tr;, 
n nd prevent him fron1 being driven among-st 
!liP wage-carnet::'. That is the fe·-tl' of the 
farmer. l know hundrC'd3 of farmr J'B per
...;on:dlv. \VP know thev do not "":rant to be 
dr)Ycr~ into the rank8 "of the \vag.·-cilrners, 
(,ccanse, no matter how bad a farrrltT's eon
c':t;ons may be, still the conditions and ra,te; 
r,f p:ty of y, rncn~ an• ~uch that C>Vt'r.Y 
n,;nl ~-dH) pn c:•n will keep aw1y front 
the pos:'ibi!itic;) ill iug drrnvn int(J the con-
t!ition-5 tlwt so exist with regard to ngo
t'i.ll'll('r~. The Ln~£?Ur party, while they 
:ipprPcia.to the pos1tJon of the farmer:;:, are 
b,·re, lint of all, to represent the wage
t~arncrs, who arc the 1nost '.Jl1presscd body in 
tho community to-day. 

The farmer •:Jf to-dav fears that he will bo 
-drinn off his land il1to the ranks of the 
,~-r_(gc-oarncr:.;, and he is qnito correct in that 
!p;;~r. The fanner rr1ay ha..ve been a w:lgo
eurner pre.,"ious to going on the land: and, 
knowing those condiLion:-', he dro~ld-. being 
drjvcn bark there a~ain. \Vc. as a L:-tbonr 
lJartv. believe 1n the exton'"l<Jn of arb!t1·aticn 
to tr;'o rural workers, dDd \VC bt~ljevo thnt, }Jer 
ntcdiurn of the Prima.ry Producers' i)rgalli
<ctJOn Act, the primary prodLicera will gc·t 
a better reward for what tho:v produce. I do 
11ut. eay . that that Act will be working per
il ·tlv · .. 1tlnn a few WOl'ks or a fo,·: months. 
Ln't. night the ban, member for l\lurilla 
l1liotcd the farmer&· inc01no tax retul'lJS i11 an 
t:I:doavour to ..,}low the nlea!H'O inconw nH:tdo 
by the farmers, but h~ di'd not q11oto the 
ir come btx rot urns of the millers. He could 
kwe obtain•3d those figures from the hon. 
.nH rnbcr for \Varwick, \\ ho sits on the san1e 
AidE' of tho House, sho1ving 'vhat incon18 1vas 
d•·rived from the products of tho primary 
p:uduccr3. and what incon1e tax IS naiQ on 
<'11 inconw drrivcd 'frotn that source: 'That 
is the crux of the position. \Ye know pcr
ie•ctly well that huge busino"o'. which have 
a;>:sregat:,d thousands of pounds of ca.pital 
h·tve extnndcd their operations by exploiting 
the producers. lion. n1elnbers oppPsite say 
! hat they have no objection to thc_, Primary 
]';,oduccn' Organisrtiwn Act, provide[\ th"t 
ic is wisel:v adminiotered. That Ant is 
illionded to 'do Mvay with that cla" of people 
... -ho exploit the primary producers. Ninety 
pc1' cont. of the· people of the world. or of 
~ineensla.nd as a section of the world, are 
1wrkors ! .. y brain or by hand. They an the 
c msumers, the other 10 per cent. practically 
;;rnount lo nothing. If you pay those workers 
a decent and fair rate of wages, then their 
r.urchasing capaCity is increased, and they 
,,_re able to purchase-or at least I hope they 
'ill be able to purchase-the product>; of 

tlw primary producers, and the micldlc>man 
c 1 n then decide which side he will take if 
we can 8liminatc hirn-whcthor ho is £;·oing 
t,) be a fanner or a w'1ge-carnm·. I have 
hcf'n in contact \Vith farming condition::- for 
a grca.t portion of my life and I have also 
[, .. ,,n .tm•}ngst the workers for fifteen years. 
l know •~hat, while a man may not be shmv
ing n, grt3at profit on a farm, he has 3till got 
gcwd food and clothes. He follows a healthy 
o"eupation, and, if he is successful at a.lr, he 
ma-kes a great deal more than any wage
r·· rner can possib1y hopo or expect to P1ake. 
\'." know perfectly well that it is a better 
p'ace to bring up a family than perhaps tD 
Le shifting from one mine to another, or 
fr_,m one sugar-rr1ill to another. earning a 
bvlng a3 v, ago~oarncrs have to do. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They have plenty of fresh 
uir. 

Mr. BRCCE: I believe that the hon. 
JYlt·Inbor for Mnriila is a farmer becaEse he: 
-c·to full of thfl.t fresh air and lels it go in 

Chambe-r. (Laughter.) During tlw last 
years I ha vo soon the finest type of rural 

,,·orkers thnt you could pos,;ibly desire• to 
nH_,et-mr-n to whmn we now desire to extend 
ti ' benefit::; of arbitration-who ·wanted "'Sork 
unf1 wcro walking about the country 111 search 
o! employment. 

Mr. RoBEllTS: They are doing that to-day. 

:\Ir. BRC'CE: All that uncmpioymont is 
llc•c to t.he fact that during the war w.: dici 
o··cr-produc• and lillcd the factori<·s of the 
n·ol of the world with the produce of Queens
hnd and ot·her doll!inions. Tho catc) of 
1 • tymon t of the people in those older coun
t>·icos of ihe world are such to-da. that they 
c.n1not nurchaso s-orno of the con1moditic,, 
,,·hich Australia., America, Canada, ac·d South 
. .\ f,·ica produce. There is no doubt that the 
L 1·mer leas <mfYered, bur the worker-; have 
suffered also. vVhy cannot hon. m·•mbers 
oj-~po.-;ite sec both sidcc, of the argm::1ent? 
While they have clearly pointed ont to this 
llousc the distress of t.ho fanner. thev haY<~ 
n<":cr pointed to the conditions of the' wage, 
c;: rnC'r. \Vh "y can the~, nut extend surnc 
•_vmpathy to ·him, and weigh all tbl'se 1-lr_ings 
in the ba.lanoe, and, if tho:v believe arbitra
i i<Jh i, good in principle. they can then wp
port th,, propo .. ition to apply arbitration to 
t.lw ru1 1l workcro? Last night the hon. 
rtiC'rnbor for Murilla said that ho believed in 
arbitration. A·, a matter of fact, the only 
two rofcreneos to direct action can1e fron1 
th•J other side. 

1\Tr. CoSTELLO: There is a lot of direct 
net ion over there. 

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. member for Lock
Y"l' said tha.t. if arbitration was applicJ to 
(ho rural indnstrlos, the union or!},"~niser 
would be dealt with when he went ronnd. 

An OPPOSITION ME}IBER: Ho did not say 
tlutt. 

Mr. BRL-CE : The hon. member for Lock
vcr said that if the Arbitration Court was 
~xtendcd to rural vvorkers the organisers 
coming aronnd there would he dealt with. 

1\T r. LOGAX : I did not say that. 

Mr. BRUCE: That is a threat of direct 
action. I have been organising in an 
honorary and official capacity for the past 
ten or twelve years, and I ha vo never yet 
Inet a farmer or a mineownor so unreason
able ao to threaten direct ,action. So far 

7J!l r. Bntce.] 



280 Industrial Arbitration [ASSEMBLY.] Act A rnenclmcnt Hill. 

as the farmers are concerned in the district 
in \~hicl-: I was organising: l found thc1n 
1TIOf't1y open to rea ''·On and discusflion on anv 
point. I admit that you >votdd find a fm~ 
of them who. would. say they would recort 
to dlrFlCt action; but, '3o lono· as a man 
vras in fair condition; a11d w~ighed .about 
12 stone, he had nothmg- to fear from anv 

_ direct at>tion. '1-,ho hon member fo'l~ 
[9 p.m.J Murilla is theorPticalh- an advo

. catc of direct action. I have read 
•· H ansard " for quite a . nurnbcr of years, 
and I have founcl that ho is in the habit of 
th~·o\viug fistic challeng·t·~ c.Jcro~~ the floor of 
tln' House. I have fotu,cl, too as I said 
that Jw was only a theoretical direct 
actwmst, because when anyone showed a 
dt~pO··Itlon to acc:cpt any of those challenges, 
he ~:id not go on with the work. The 
intcre.;:t,s th_nt the hon. il\CtnL-ers f'Omposing 
the Oppo-ntion re;n·esf'rlJ are dc,:;;irous of 
keeping the farmer in such a condition that 
the:; can exploit him for th,.ir benefit. You 
keep a cow, and .'on feed it and look after 
it well in order to get !wuefits from it. 

The SPEAKER: Or<lr'r' The hon. mem
ber must address the Chair. 

:Vll'_ HRl~CE: Bf'illg a nc·w n1ember, flCr~ 
hap-s I hvvc tran;~grc~:-:c'cL but I \vill rccove1· 
from the >otback and take up the thread of 
1ny discour..,c. 

In rcfc•rrin~ to tlH::- qn~'::1 ion of ?:lto get::. 
the rn·o ts frou1 tlw pri:nar:.· proJucer, I 
would like to rplf;tp at 1llis tugP frmn the 
"Quec11s!and Agricultural Jout·Jlal "--

" Sir Charlt'·· FiC'lllinJI, the late 
DirceLol·~GmJ{'J'<t l <Jf Focd l)ror1uction in 
tJu:> L:"nitcd l(ingdo:n. al~o Fhov.s the 
part of the paid hv the house-
hoider which olJt,ainc·d L\· tll'~ tarmer, 
\vho has hvcJve rnuur lis' \\·ork vvith his 
animals, till f,ey an' r,t for .-laug-hter or 
i.o milk, and the part whid1 find;; its wav 
rnto other pocket". viz.:---- u 

Farmer get:-i of thf' prieo paid for 
bread 35 per e<•nt. 

Fn nner gets of the price paid for 
moat 40 per cent." 

1\ilr. COSTELLO: \V c do not, get fhat here. 

Mr. BRUCE: The quotation goes o"-
" l;'arrnur gPts of i he price paid for 

milk 47 per ceut. 

.Miller, baker, and transporter get: of 
bread price 65 per cc•ut. 

Butclwr and allie> g·ct of meat price 
60 per cent. 

Mitk combine and transporter get of 
mi:k price 53 pe-r cpnt. 

Th0 foregoing, thong-h perhaps not 
entirPly app]i{'a blc to QttC'cnsland con
dition~. provide-s arrl])lP focd for thought 
~y those 1\ho rnig·ht pm- c ''a lingering 
douht ns to the IW{;r,"ity of complete 
?l~f!Rllif'8~i,on 111 our O\',n agricultural 
mdu,t.ry. 

l\'Ir. MO ORE: J)oPs lie gi ,.e the percentage 
that each gets? 

Mr. BRUCE: They are details which the 
hon. momb<'r might look up to-morrow-I 
have a much more important matter to deal 
with. The hon. memb<•r for Albert, in his 
amusing and. interP6ting spccrh last night, 
concluded With a somewhat th0atrical dis-

[Mr. Bnrcc. 

play of assumed anger against those peoplP 
who had sland~rod the primary producer&. 
If we <:lid not know the hon. member fm· 
A lbert, if we had not been sitting in thi& 
House <Jnd known that no me.nbcr 0n tbio 
side had slandered the primary producer. W<' 
would, perhaps, havr· been quite itnprf'ssed 
hv his eloqucncP. The people, however, by 
n~fcrence to "Jiansar-d," can· f'Ce that Wf" 

have in no '\Yav s1anden~d the primary pro
ducer. The hon. member for Albcl't, with 
his n1ag-nificcnt voir:c and flne app0arance. 
Tmdrl, if he had not taken to fnrmi11g- and 
beconw a prosrlf'rons farrner and a 1nore Dr 
jp~s ;;;uf'cf's~fnl pnliticinu, have ma-de a n1ag· 
nificent actor I could sec him taking th<· 
placn et' Oscar A~che in "'Cairo.,. 
(Laughter.\ That i6 what struck me when 
I saw the finish of that rnagnificent spcec~ 
last nic·ht. 

l\lr. EPW.\RUS: \Vhat about the hon. mem
ber for n·-isbanc takiug· that part? 

Mr. BRUCE: Before dosing I ,..-ould likt" 
to quote a Iittl" hit of poetn th<tt is to th, .. 
noint in rC'~rard to this pnrtif'ulnr n1nttPr. 
It is thr milk i11 the cocoan11t, or the troublr" 
of the primary producer to-day. It is hcaclPr'i 
"lTscfu1 Emp~o~nncnt "---

'· Th~-·J'C' wPrL' tYro jovial fartnC'rs. 
vYho farmed a piece of land: 

\Vhen tlw ,kv]a rk rose 
TlH'V donnc(.f their hose 

A;"! took their epadc in hand. 

Th0rc wn') a -.,yPalthv lf!n(nord, 
A mn n of noble birth; 

.\nd fift.y pc'r cent 
He took in r0nt 

Fl\"~n r!1c rn'-oducc of the earth.)> 

Mr. RoBERTS: That is what your GoverH· 
ment do. 

:\fr. DRCCE :--
" Those farmers t.wain betwec·n them 

Grew- wheat C'nough for four; 
.And " two sacks he, 
_\r~d one each we.' 

\Va~ how they shared their storl'. 

Onn ack suffic<'d eaeh farmer, 
\\-"11 usec1 to fru.,-al fare; 

But the lord waxed fat, 
~\ nd, in ~pitc of that, 

~light not f'Dll~tlnle hi3 share . 

Then epake that noble landlor,1 
·:\I:: capital is l·arge, 

And I'll spend a httnk 
On a menial flunk 

1ro llnnky ut 111,)/ charge.' 

And then lw took one farmer 
From the soil both tilled so well, 

And bade him sprawl 
In his rnaster's hall, 

.-\nc1 a!lH\'Cr io the bell. 

Yl<'anwhilc• ihc lu.'tv landlord, 
Bv llodgc \; work exists; 

And lcn P~ to sir:g 
'God Save the King 

And the great economists.' n 

\Vdl might h" ,;ay " And save the great 
economists," who sit opposite, hour after 
hour, opposing the provisions of this simple 
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amending Bill being extended to the workers 
of the rural industries without one thought 
of the workers or thought that those workers 
get. n1arricd as well as the farn1cr-s, and haye 
children a; well as the farmer . 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BRUCE: They al'o have to keep 
them in something like decency in accord~ 
ance \vith the condition~ exi~ting· in Queens
land. The electorate of Kenncciy is larg·el.' 
made up of the farming comH11111ity. 

Mr. KIRWAN: "Dinknn1 " farmer~. 

~.fr. BRUCE: They have told me, man 
,tfter man, that tlwy were quite conten!,ed 
to pa3 the rates of wages tho:T wcro doing 
at the prcoent time, and even a little more 
l;ad thev received a continuation of the 
sw1;ar ag.reP.rnt:nt that had previously exi::ted. 
When tflC' holl. member for !'durilla said that 
th<' sno·ar indu'-try \YUS a pampered industry, 
h,, sh~wrd his ·colossal ignorance of the 
indnstrv, or he was giving powder and shot 
to Mrs: Glencross and his National Federal 
part in th·., South. The >Uo;ar industry is 
not a pnn.ipr~rod indvstry. Dnring the \Va_r, 
whf'n sugar was co,ting- ls. lcl. per lb. 111 

Amcricct and b. 2d. ]ler lb. in Great Britain, 
the consunJPl'' of Au·stralifl receiHd the pro~ 
<luct of thr sugar farmer at 6d. per lb., and 
t~H~ confectionery and jan1 n1anufacturers 
J'C'l'<'iYJ'd it at approximately 2~d. per lb. 
}Jacl the sugar~growors formed a pool 
similarlv to the woolg-rowers. £2.000,000 
would lutYe been returned to the primary 
prodne(~rs in Quo-ensland in exccs ~ of what 
the received. Imto<Ld of that. that money 
wed to the SouthNn States. and the jam 
rnanufactnrf'r~ of 'l-,asn1nnia and the confcc
tiuw~ty rrlanufncturer·,; of Tasnutnia and \.t''"ic
iorj:=t reap0d the prodncts of the sugar-gnnvcrs 
of Queeusland. That is "hv this StA.te does 
not prosper as it should; and it is due to the 
opposition of the Federal Parliament. When 
they g-ot the pric~> for the sugar that they 
did gl't, they could pay decent wages to 
their v\-ork~r~. and this cou1d b0 done in 
any othJ•r industry that was properlv man
aged. taking the produrt'3 from the primary 
producer direct to the consnmor and cutting 
out the middleman. 

Quite apart from the fact that we ar<l in 
O]Jpo>itc P'Jrt'c, and that publicly hon. 
rru:>mlJJ•rs oppo,ite may resent a little of tho 
criticism, I trust that they will consider this 
mattnr und extend eome sympathy to the 
wmk.:rs who arc tlu, scnne flesh and blood 
as the farmers, and that they will adopt 
the Lahnnr party's attitude and reprP.sent 
both parties, as we do. 

Mr. TAYLOH (TVir•rlsor): The hon. merri~ 
ber who has ju~t fP' urned his ~eat thought 
that we should discnss thi, qLtc·~tion in a 
verv cool. calm, and dispas"ionate nwnner, 
hut" he worked himself up into a. white hLat 
-the hon. member for Albcrt was not in it 
with him. He lashed out at the middleman 
and the exploiter and a lot of tamdiddlo 
that was no argument at all-there was no 
argurn0nt in hb remarks to~night. 

Mr. Bm:cE : I brought the exploiter to his 
feet. 

l\Tr. TAYLOR: I would rather be .a 
middleman than a tail~end man-that IS 

what a lot·of the members on the other side 
are. I certainlv give some service to the 
farmers in Bny business connections that 
I have with th~m. 

The hem. member for Kennedy has a lot 
to learn before he can speak with any confi~ 
donee with togard to the middleman. Talking 
of the middleman and agriculture generall,v, 
I would like to tell the hon. member thi& 
f,Jr his information: We have in the city of 
Brisbane a State Produce Agency. It has 
been operating now for three or four years. 
The consignments of the farmers would not 
keep that Agency open for twenty~four hourR. 
and it is on account of the goods it purchases 
in and out of Queensland that it has been 
able to continue its operations. That is a 
fact, and I challenge contradiction. Since 
that Agency started, I believe at least six 
more produce firms have started operations 
in the city of Brisbane. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do you 
want to see it closed? 

Mr. TAYLOR: No, I do not lose any 
sleep over the State Produce Agency. It 
does not affect me one bit. If these so~called 
exploiters and middlemen are doing such 
an in1n1enso a.n1ount of injury to the primary 
producero of this country, how is it that the 
State Produce Agency would have to shut 
up lo~morrow if it had to depend on consigu~ 
mcnts? I say wo are not robbing the 
primary pl'Oducers. vV e are carrying on as 
honr"t and legitimate a business as any man 
in Queensland~-

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: You 
should have told Mr. Corser that this after~ 
noon. You should not scold me. 

Mr. TAYLOR.: I will repeat again to~ night 
that tlll'rc are tl::ousands of men on the land 
to~day who owe tho fact that they are on the 
land, .md that in many cases the.) have been 
wcecss!ul on the land. to the unsecured credit 
that has been gtven to them by the so~called 
exploiters and middlemen. There are thoit~ 
sands and thousands of men who can testify 
to that. 

The hon. mom ber for Kenncdy spoke with 
reo·ard to taxation and to the hon. member 
fo~ \Vvnnum. He was referring, of course. 
lo wh;t the hon. member for Aubigny and 
the hon. member for J\'lurilla had otated with 
regard to tho amount of taxation paid by 
primary producpr,. and sai·d that they should· 
haYc quoted the amount of taxrttion paid by 
millers. Now, I w,ts over in South Brisbane 
this morning, anrl I saw the opening there of 
the Commonwealth Flour Mills. Tho hon. 
momb8r for Kermedy quoted certain per~ 
centagcs ·.vhich) he ~;aid, farmers and _other 
people receive, showing that the pnmary 
producer rccei ':cd a low percentage . and the 
middleman a high percentage for theu goods. 
I have not asked the proprietors of that milL 
in which the hon. member for vVynnum and 
the hon. member for \Varwick are partners, 
but I should estimate that the stock, land, 
buildings, and machinery cost anything from 
£80,000 to £100,000. 

Hon. F. T. BREX"AN: Made out of whom? 

Mr. COLLTNS: Made out of the farmer. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member is not 
a farmer; he is a farmer on a 16~perch allot~ 
ment. What farmer or what man engaged 
ir> agriculture to-day has a farm worth over 
£5 000. Who bears the whole cost of that 
mill? ':Vho i;, getting a largo percentage of 
the cost of putting up that mill? 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN : Where has it come 
from? 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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:\fr. TA YLOR: From the .,oil in the first 
place, \Yhcre the hon. gentleman and I can1o 
from, and where \H~ will p·o arrain. ThPn~ 
is not an industr~· in the St~tc o'f Qur'cn•land 
at the prc:·"cut tinu• dwt has had a C:Tcatol' 
clifficult:t in n1nin•aining a foothofd :1nd 
carrying on in the Sta: e of Quccmlanrl than 
the milling inch1'trv. If th~ hon. n•cllllJf'r 
for Toowoomba does not know that, hn ou''iht 
to kno > it. A' lht• rnpr0selltat jyc of a t·ou• trv 
dectoratn, ho •Jhoulrl know the difrtculh·, ·hat 
have b,•on as·oeiatt'd with t.Jw succ' ·fnl 
caiTying on of tho milling inclu~tr·/. Thoro 
are onlv about tltroe or tour Htcnv v\:JO are 
rcspom•iblc for that indu·tr. bci1w c··tab-
lishcd in Quet'n-lancl at all " b thr'l'o 
aro hon. n1emberb on 1 ho othPr of thP 
Hom~o who say, " S('rap it! Tcur it out! " 

]Ion. F. T. BREN:\A~;: \Vas thorc a nores
sity for another flom· mill in ()upemland; 

The SPEAKEH : Onicr ! 

Mr. 'L'I.YLOH :I rPcoll<'d the tiu'' whcn 
thr;re wore nbuut c.ix mills in the city of 
Bnsbane, and, on ur·rou11t of the fai!ur of 
the wheat crop all but or1c had to clo'<'. \VP 
could have k"l" six mills g"ing if it had not 
bcPn fol' clu:ap \diL'}Lt aud fluur corruu~ in 
frotn tbo othur 81ah '< 

Hon. F. T. BnP.xxAx: llavcn't we produced 
t'twugh \.VhL'at fur our owu eo.1stunpt.ion the 
la~ t tla·oc :; eaJ ·; 

Mt. TA YLOR: We did tlw YPar bdore 
last, but we scn1 a lot out an<i brought a 
lot Inoro in. 

Hon. 11. T. Bm:;-;x.\K: \V c should no! hav0 
,:;ont it out. 

Mr. TA YLOH: Tlw hon. ""' :1bt''" fot· 
~oui.b B1·isbant\ a ll'W lltCh.Hent5 ago. found 
fault with the ho11. Hll'llJber for l\aucu:gP 
for saying CPl't a in things \Yhich the ho11. 
:~lrtnbel' for South 1 ~ri:.;,barw <:OJJsiden:J \n:rL' 
.derogatcn~·,· to the fannin(•· indu~trv of th1s 
!:H.-de. I \-rill read to thn lwn. HH'll~·LH'r what 
the Pre1nic>1 said in l'Pgnrd to tlw agl'icnl
Jural i>:dustry of tl1is State in A]lril, 1922, 
;,t n cmdctencc h<'ld in Lri:->Lmne. I am 
quoting frorn the: Quee11slaud "~-\gl'ienJtu1 ul 
J onrnai' '~-

"Agriculture \Vas al1nost stagnant at, 
the present time, and had been so for 
years. Th~ro were literally millions of 
acres of land in Queen"land suit.ablu fOJ' 
c~ltivation. ?r, at !lny rutc~, dOf'f~ OC'ClliJ<-L

tJon by n,gnculturr.-its, but there was no 
great dcvelopn1cnt taking place at the 
present tin1c." 

:VIr. FEHRICKH: Qllito true, too. 

:i\1r. TA YLOR: Tho hon. 111embcr was 
finding fault with the statements made l:, 
tho hon. lllCn1b0r for N anango, aud I sa}· 
he made no dilfcrnnt statement to what the 
Jh·e1nior made. 1'1Ie _Pronlicr further said-

" ·while mPn who were on the land 
considered thDmsl'lyes •not sufheiDntlv 
ronluncratcd---while the people iu run~l 
districts considered thoniselvos negleeteti, 
and there \Yas a gc~neral atlnospllere 
leading to tho impression that there wa; 
no cncouragcme11t for a 1nan to go on 
tho land-there would be no great ora· 
gross towards the extension of rural 
industries." 

[Mr. Taylor. 

-;·hen. furthc•r o11, lw says-~ 

'· TIH' .. kiJPW iu ~omo cusps rnat tilt' 
lllall oil. tht' lcllld toile.rl und·-r conditJons 
of ab..:~·lut.• -drndgery and hup(•!t>.~::'lH'"S, 
but tlud ~'h"-'wd not Le. Iu the ear1v 
~...1a~,'.;: of i 1't' r·n]Uri.Y it vr, C.L3 Ill'LC.:'S<1l',V fo'f 

thu farnnr.; to go out into the country 
mi!··· n :1 ,. !·l.DJll r;J.il\va.y;-; and pioneer 
tLe Lt:,d. llt t~!JrJ;o;l' ci, 3 tile L~rruL'r~ had 
nn ttH' ih of c tJ!Jtidl:ug u·ttlcd com
fllltiliti .;; with any d{'gTc"~ of ("JHtlorL 
Th··.\ \~T t·i' th<' r~'. ·l p ic·lcc'rs of tlil' 
COULtr,y. ntld <.:1 honour to tiL u fol' the 

~. •·rk ,;hich they h"d dom'. 
tl;ot.!g·h th; conlcl honour tlH• p;o .. t'l'lo 

of the past--be' ame a man had to pio1:ecr 
f1fty ) ,_ar:1 <vo-thcrc \Ya~ no ncco "'Hy 
t,l-Li<L'v. \Vl!Y tilt' lJl<lll Oll t:w :aJJd :'ilUII1d 

be li\~it1g ~~lift' of lunl hip nrhi :.;ulfer1ng 
fl·oll <.dll!O.~, tiw same di:-,abiL1ic1 as the 
p!OJJ(~~·~ ot' old. There wa· JO nee~.~ H,\' 

tor tllui, n:tlwng·I, uLfurttlHakly, a 
lll·~.iority of thCLil wt:re doiug iL:' 

1_i'h:.tt i3 exa.r-tl,\· what is happe.1iu~r at the 
t 1 in~t', a.nd vvhy tlw lwn. nwntlJ"t' fn·· 
Bri,l:nne chculd lind fault. ",j[J th,' 

r~'dl<ll'k."> of the ho11. lllL'ln~~cr for ~\'d!l<~ 
l do uut kno'.1·. l-ion. lllC111lJL•rs ou tl1l-; 
o£ tile 1 Iou:-,u lHt vc been aC(.:U'5t.:d of 
oppo-t d io arlJitr•JtimJ. \Vc '-re not uppu.:,( 
i ar1d no !Jon. rnetrli.wr on ti1c 

the House can truthfu[]y say 
o 1 ;po~( .1 to arbitra.tio~1. 

Thl~ rnat.lt>I' of J!Jt' ~ugar indu..:ir~~· ha:::. lJe~-n 
it~troclw_:t:U into thls dctwtl. I t!JJuk it wa;-; 
1lw hou. llll'IlllH'l" for :South Brisbane \\·ho 
:-;.i.id that imuwJiab .. 'ly \VagPs \VUte inC't"f' :~~:J 
<JHJ CC~rtclill otll' r tJJillg.-, \\'l'l'C do11e, i.!JL' ::3U)!al 
iuJus1 r.y \\-'here \vo-:1ld tin' "'u.~-ar 
indu:,try to-day if we were producing 5,000 
totJ:S to 10,000 tons n1ore than we required? 
\Vhat h.J.f; ;-1ood to tlw sugar indu'tj·,,· in 
(JUl'C11.:.,\Hnd ha;-; lwf;n tho fact that wo haYl' 
ln:cn oul)' pl'oJu('in~r fol' .1.'l.u::-tntiia; Lmt. Jf 
\Yl' lwd lJC•C'll fJroduc:ng sugar and l'xporting 
it- aln·odd, \'.ould ~ugar hnYe Lecu tbu pr1ee 
ir. in-da,\''! llotL wecnbers low· .. · pl'rlc,·tly 

that it would 1,ot haYe been bl'ingn1g 
anythi: u; like: the price it has b0en briu~~ing 
ou!y for th(~ fact that wo haYe no ~urvlus, 
a <' h:l\·c of bed, butter, and choose at the 
present tituc'. 

Mr. lh:\F~: Sngar is bringing 3d. a lb. 
in LcwJ.on to day. \Ve aro not getting the• 
\Yodel's p11rity. 

}lr. T), YLOR: In connection with the 
propo-al to bring tlw rural \VOl'ker:; under 
iho .Arbitration .:\et, \Ve have to a-k ourselves 
t hi qut --1 io.J: L~ tllf're a dangc'r of pritnary 
proclnf't iuu lk•coiHlng le~s it thi::; is Uronght 
about'! 

The SECHETAHY FOil PUBI,JC \VORKS: 2\/o 

:VIr. T,\YUiR: It is quite ovido11t. hon. 
lllt'H1iH'r::- opposite; have no conception of 
what i..: huppf'ning in QueonslanJ. at the pro
Sl'llt timt'. He· t hl' end of the year 1926-I 
<'hallc1o,tu~ contrudictlon--thc State of Queens
land will haYC imported in the way of chaff. 
potatoes--

Hon. F. T. BRENXAN: Because of the 
drougl1t. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Inciuding lucerne chaff and 
;'"Y' produce to the value o£ half a million 
of money. That is what we are sending out 
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of the State at the present time for fodder 
1 o feed the animals of Queensland. 

Mr. FERRTCKS: Don't :you know there: is a 
drought in Queensland? 

Mr. TA YLOR : We are certainly importing 
more this year than wo did in previous years, 
but it is continuous. Wo aro impon,ing all 
tclw vear round. I have been in Qne<onehnd 
ctbont thirty years, and there never has been 
" year since I haHl been iu Queensland that 
we ha vc not h atl to import fodder from the 
ether States of the Commonwealth, 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: We have exported it, 
too. 

Mr. TA YLOH: We have never oxp,Jl'tod 
chaff in all the years that we havo beon a 
State. The hon. member does not know whai 
lw is talking about, and I do. This is the 
i>tate oi the industry at tho present time. If 
it had not been for those supplies coming in 
from the other States, iucern" chalf to-day 
would probably be £20 to £25 a ton. We 
Ita ve had to got it from the Southern StatP6. 
\Ve always get oaten chaff, wheaten chaff, and 
p:,tatocs from the Southern States. Vl'c do 
nut grow 5 per cent. of the oaten chaff used 
in Queensland. 

~Mr. CARTER: We do not grow good oaten 
cbaff. 

Mr. TAYLOH: I have seen oaten chaff 
g-rown in Queensland as good as a.ny coJning 
fn•m the other States. ·while probably quite 
a number of men engaged in agricnlture. 
urincipaily in tho dairying industry, d0 not 
ucploy labour, still there are somn who do, 
atJC' it is continuous employment for 365 da:··s 
in the year, a.nd I do not know of anY men 
Prr:ployed in the dairying industry tc-day 
'ho are being sweated the way hon. member< 
\i·c_mld like U8 to believe. There is no nL;cA:l 

lo1· any n1.an 1o be S"\\ eated in Queenf'~and 
to-day. A good workrnan doC"i not nf'ed 1--J 
lu sweated if he has good health and 
si,rength, as ho can get a good wa.ge in what
-ever occupation he likes to follow. 

Hon. F. T. BREKNAN: Therefore i-hc indus· 
try will stand it. 

Mr. TA YLOR: The rural industriC''' cannot 
,[nnd it. Just in exactly the same way .1s onr 
rrillers have to compote with the Southern 
'3iate< of the Commonwealth, so the ~<tatc 
of Queenslat!d has lo compete with the other 
States of tho Commonwealth with its surpluo 
products. · 

Hon. F. T. BREKXA;-.;: The advocates of 
hlack labour used the same old argument. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Black labour ha" bccH 
e bolished, and it will never return. 

GOVERNMENT i\1E:>fBERS: \Vhat about Bar
w<'ll? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Never mind about Barwell. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I woul-d ask the 
};on. member to confine his remark' to the 
qu0stion before the House and not reply to 
interjections. 

Mr. TAYLOR: During the course of the 
debate the hon. member for i\Iurilla and 
Lho hon. member for Aubigny quoted figures 
t.o show the amount of taxation received from 
deiry farmers, orchardicn.s, aml va riom c.thct· 
P''Dple engaged on the land. Wi1at bl'ttel' 
<'Yidenco do hon. members on the other side 
want than that to shc•w these are not indus
tries of average prosperity? 

The SECHETARY FOR P1JBL1C \VORIZS: Tlnt is 
a.n argurnent to u~o in tht~ ~-\rbiirntion Conrt. 
n 'Id, if you can substantiate it, dHc Wdight 
will be given to it. 

l\1r. TA YLOR: I would like to put thi' 
'pcct of the case before the hon. gentleman : 

\ case is brought to the court for an a"ard. 
From Brisbane to G.Jmpie-probably from 
Bl'lsbano to Maryborough-t.hey have had an 
t'":.eeptic.ndl-:-.· good season. The whole conn
trv is looking splendid, and there aro quit0 
a 'number of butter factorios up there. Go 
thP othpr way, and you find quite the reverse 
to be the caso. Are you going tD tnake an 
a,, arc! for those men on the North Co:~st who 
have ha-d abundant rain, and a similar award 
for Southern Queensland, wlll'ro th h·tve 
had no rain, and where they are driv--ing their 
,tack to water? 

The, SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: The 
;\verago conditions prevailing in the i d11stry 
must at ,,1! times be taken mto consideration 
Ly the court. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You would require to havo 
au award to apply from Caboolture to 
C v m pie and another a ward to apply from 
B;·isbano to Toovvoomba. rrhe wholn thing 
i~' impracticable. If it were possible to do 
vvhat has lwen done in the sugar industry, 
'' url >tabiiio-e and control price". it would 
be all right: but you cannot stabilise or fix 

the price of what we are gomg to 
/9.30 p.m.] consume in Queensland, and of 
· which we haYo an exportable 

surplus. It is not a question of getting 
tlw cost of production of what you export, 
l 'lt of gt'lting the best price you can when 
cnrnpdiEg in the markctR of the world. I 
tl•> not im<md to say anything more on th!'t 
poini. as the matter has been very fully drs
cnssed. If the rural "\Yorkcrs arc indudC'd 
in this mr.rtsure, I think that it will be 
d1·;a~trous to the prinutry producing interests 
of Qupensland i!l!d to the State generally. 

Certain ;·cmarks were made bv the hon, 
n, •mber for Bowen with regard to bringing 
dcnwstic son-ants under the Act. No ono 
"ill suffer more than that hon. member if 
tlomcstie servants are brought under tho 
ll:t( lSUI'C. 

:\Jr. KIRWAN: \Vhy? 

;\[r. TA YLOR : Ho usually gets a cup of 
tea and toast in bed about half-past eight 
<'VPry morning. (Laughter.) As soon as he 
finds out that that is stopped, and he hops 
on(. of bed in his Fuji silk pyjamas, slips on 
hi::; toga or dressing gown, and strido3 out to 
thn back of the house, with thn "Courier" in 
one hand and the " Daily Mail" in the other, 
to see if his hot bath is ready, and finds he 
l"'s to lif{ht the stove, he will g-<'t " shock. 
(Laugbh•r.) That is what will happen to 
hirn. 

!\Ir. GLEOSO::-l: The hon. member for Bowen 
lig-ht:, the fire every morning now. (Laughter.) 

-:\Jr. TA YLOR: There is a good deal in 
vdwt the hon. member for South Brisbane 
l os said vvith regard to the trC'atmcnt meted 
out to domestic t:E'rYants rnany years ago, 
but that day has gone. 

Hon. F. T. BREN);A::-l: Only since the 
Lu bour party has got into power. 

The SPEAKER: C!rder! I would point 
out that the hon. mrmber is inviting these 
interjections. 

Mr. 'l'aylm·.] 
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Mr. TA YLOR: That <la:;· has gone, ancl 
nr) capaLic ~·rl who \vants to go into dorncstic 
service DO\V nuxl live under bad conditions 
er ace{'pt low wa.gcJ. 

'There are quite a m1mhPr of features in 
the ilill wh:ch \\O can di~eus- in Committee, 
\\hen we h{]Ye a llUtnber oi arnondrnonts to 
propose. The 1Iinis. er sa:- s they mu:· t be 
l'L',~~onablc arnnndnwnt...,, lJUt his idea of 
whnt is rea'"'"' blo v ill probably be vastly 
different from ours. ·while wo aro anxiou3 to 
SPt' _ns tJJany ,,.., po~:-".ibt{~ brought, under tho 
Arbitration Act, wo do not want to eeo our 
baoic industry, on which we aw all living at 
the present t11nc, placed under any legislation 
which will :end to d~>.troy it. 

Mr. DASH (llurulinybm"T•t.): I have 
li·t<•nr:d vcr. atirontively to hon. members 
Ojlpo:Jte, but thcv hav<• not attacked the 
JH'li:C:ples of the !oil!. The• r arr:umcnts are 
the same a.;; those: \\C have heard urged in 
t1

10 Arb:trat:on Court lirne aud again in 
connection \Yith various indu::;trics. For years 
past the emplo0. cec in an i ·.dustry, when they 
had not the privilege o: g·oing before the 
Arbitrdtion Court or a \\'~ ap:c-:. -Board, v.'ero 

1d uv rc·.ult,, and tche cmnlovcrs were the 
, of what the wages .shi,uld be. vVe 
that for year~ tht' \\'Grkers iv every 

-..rc>rn practically on a starvation 
wage, and it was not untd iho force of their 
OJ'g"Hni:'ut_ons \V<l5: Lrought to bear on 
l'l<lp. o:·()I'S that the cmplo.vccc"· received any
thing- like a fair d('al. 1 havp h ttl experi
eLce of ernployers equal to that of any hon. 
rncrnbet· i11 rontH~ction with Arbitration 
Court proceedings, a.ud. in luarl\- instauces, 
wht'n \\ e a.~ ked the crnplo. ers for a round 
t., !'le ccnfcrcncc, they used to reply that 
HO good pnrpo~" would be sorYcd. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane reminds 
me of 1iw sugar strike in HJll. In 1911, 
\\:hen the: An1algarnatr-d VVorknrs' A~~ocia
tion of :\orth (cuccl'"·lnnd m<rdc an appli-
9fltJon to the mnployers in 1ho sug-ar 
wduotr.': for a ce>nference, th<q simply 
igiiorod tlw application. and forced the 
\\orker~ in the industry to coa~c work and 
put up a fig-ht. At that time the employees 
wu e '"kirig- for [',. per day. or 30c. for a 
week of forty-eight hours. The employers 
reh"od Jlw demand. and the men ceased 
work. For a few weeks it was a lifo-and
dt•uth stnwu·lo on the Jlftrt of the workers 
and tho-ie \vho wPrc supporting them to try 
and \\in. The 1911 strike, follo"·ed by the 
1912 strike in Brisbl!ne, was responsible for 
the I)c'nham Government introducing and 
passmg the Industrial Peace \et of 1912. 
If hon. rnc•rnbcrs had been as generous as 
they say tlw~· are, when they passed the 
Industrial l'r ace Act in 1912, they would have 
made prov1swn for the representatives of the 
men to appear on their bPhalf in the Arbitra
tiOn Court or on \\'ages Boards; but tint Act 
prm-cntcod any paid official of an organic ation 
from repre·-enting the members of his 
organisntion in any court or on a board. We 
krow that the \V ages Boards wore of no 
benefit to the ,._ m·kers in an industrv. This 
Rill is one which has been looked 'forward 
to by the industrial movement of tho State 
in o.rder to brin15 all workers within the 
ambit of th" Arbitration Court. It is no 
~rgurncnt t.o say that any '"orker in an 
mdustry ;.hould not hn.ve the right of appeal 
to the Arbitration Court, Hon. members 
opposite trtlk about the Wages Board system; 
bnt under the present Industrial Arbitra-

[Mr. Taylor. 

tion Act p1·ovisinn is made for Industrial 
Boards. 1 t hon. rnembeJ•:; opposite had taken 
tht trouble to study the principal Act, they 
would have found that it makes provision, 
1n sectiOn 57, for Conciliation Committees. 
These comrnii.tecs can be formed for the 
purpose_ of di~cu..,.sing tho \vagos to be paid 
by an mdustry. If hon. members opposite 
n ro so anxiou~ with regard to rural workers. 
they ca.n ask the co~1rt. to grant a Conciliation 
Committee to go Into the ways and n1eans 
ot 1 ho induRtr_ .. 

:Wr. KEL~O: That is the ol.d vVages Board 
systern again. 

Mr. DASH: Hon. members opposite say 
that tht•v hr·lit•n, in the old Wages Board 
system. but the provision I have mentioned 
is u]rPady in the .\et, and they do not know 
what thny are talking about when they say 
it is not. Furthermore, section 38 makes 
prm·i,oion for Induetrial Boards. to which I 
1HtYC a!rQady rcfen'l'd, and the Act also 
uwk!'R pro\-ision for a special inquiry into 
an:v indu!:>try. 

l\ir. KELSO: V\hy clo you not extend this 
measure to all \vorkers? 

Mr. DASH: I believe that it should be 
extondt•d tu all \Yorkors without any excep
tion whatever. 

Mr. KELso: A.ncl to all public senants 'I 

Mr. DASH: _\nd to all public servants a& 
well. \V hen thc U u i tcd party went to the 
country they tried to woo the employees on 
the farms for thcir vo os, and the loader of 
ihu Oppos:tion said in his policy speech. 
~nder the heading of "Industria!":-

" In this particular direction, we think 
the time has arri vecl whe... by a rc
an·augeincnt of existing portfoljos, there 
"hould be created a Mmistry of Labour. 

'' \Ve also dand for the principle of 
industrial arbitration· and its mainten
ance. 

" Also for the adoption of meamres to 
ensure the obocrvunco of awards bv both 
side,., " 

" Ah:o the cncourugcmcnt of boards of 
employers ~Hal crnployees, with a Yiew to 
creating bcttPr understanding bo.wcen 
the parties affcctud. • 

" Also tho encouragement of the prin
ciple of pi.L\·l!ll'llt bv results, and thJ' 
maintenance: of a 'high standard of 
living.' 

He made no rdcrcrice whatever to debarring 
any of the ;yorkers in Queensland from com
ing within the scope of the Act. That was 
a general statement, the object of which was 
to won the vot cs of the rural workers. 
domosti<' '"iCt'vant::--,, and everyone elso, and I 
fail to sec how members of the Opposition 
can now oppose the extension of the Act to 
all workers in rnral industries. To show how 
the farmers are eafcguar-ded, I want to read 
clause 7 of the Bill-

" Section toil of the principal Act i's 
amended as follows:-

(a) The second paragraph of proviso 
(a) of sul)scction one is repealed, and 
thP following proviso is inserted in lieu 
thcreof:-

Provided that. (notwithstanding the· 
foregoing provisioru; in paragraph (a) 
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hereof) for employees in tho calli'no-s 
following_ nam_ely, employee:;;; ;n 
coastal, ri,·cr, and bay Yessols, mus
tercrs and drivers of stock, employees 
on farn% engaged in feeding or 
attendi,1.~ to stock or such other neces
sary servicct:~ as the Court in it:3 dis
cretion may determine, and employees 
engaged in domestic service. the 
Court in its discretion may determine 
the maximum number of working 
days and hours in any week." 

H is quite plain that the Bill loaves it to 
the court to consider the arguments put for
ward by the employers in every way. The 
arguments wh10h have boon used here are 
not argume'1 ts against tho princi plc o£ the 
Bill, but upon the question of whether the 
industry is able to pay the wage which is 
rwce"ary to maintain u man his wife and 
family it> decent comfort. l 'heard the' hon. 
rncmber for NanangoJ I think, &ay that 30:i. 
a week \Va:J what they a·rc paying on the 
fanns at the present time. I would ask any 
hon. member opr:osite how he can expect a 
man wit!• a wito and familv to exist on 30s 
a week? All those :rrguments to the effect 
that, "The court is g<>ing to do this and the 
-court is going- to do that," aru put fonraJ d 
merely to prejudice a case when it comes 
bdore the court. 

This que>tion was dc·alt with b,· the ex
deputy leader of drc L:nited party" when he 
was tourmg North ~uceusland rn the iHtd'U>L 
of his party, aud he put the case so well that 
l>oth he and his coliuague lost their seat,. 
He stated that he and his par.y \\'or·., m 
!a your of a1 bitr(l,tion and of extentlin<r 1t to 
all workers i11 any industry. That be~ng so, 
[ can see no n a::;on why rnen1ber;:; of t.he 
Opposition should prctc>t. VIe kuo.:. and 
tL.ey kuow that the Con1monwcal h CoucilHL
tion and ArbJtrJ.tion Ac~ make~ provi;:;1on for 
all \Vurkers in vny indu::-tr_y, and thn Aus
tralian \Vurkers· lJ niclJJ cuUtcJ r[ it ;,i hcd 
file a claim in the Commom;calth Arbitra: 
tion Court-the highest in Australia-for 
~Yages and conditions CO\ ering rural \Vorkers 
m eYory State o£ the Commonwealth. 

At 8.45 p.m., 

The 0HA!R)JAN OF CO)!l\IITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 
Brisbane) took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. DASH: T recollect that we had a very 
important case in whrch the metalliferous 
miners and smelter workers in the Cloncurry 
district were clt'.in1ing increased wages and 
.better conditions. ·when wo, were arguing 
oqr case, the representatives of the cornpany 
put forwa1-d the same argument which wo 
have heard from members of the Oppo,;ition
that the industr:y could not pay thorn. The 
court on that cccaswn adopted the very big 
principle of the right of the workers to work 
-only forty-four hourc, and we were told that 
the smcl. ers would have to close. But they 
went on as usual, and every employee did 
his forty-four hours. The work was just 
as well done, and the mining fields ha vc not 
been affected by any action of the Arbitra
tion Court. Hon. members opposite cannot 
point to an.v award which has been respon
sible for throwillfi employees out of work. 
Their arguments are used, not because of any 
<'ffect of the wage on them, but because the 
employers . wish to make the employees 

believe that thev have to drsmiss them 
because the award has affected tho industry. 
\Ye ha vc heard a good Jeal about the cattle 
inclu~tty durin~ the last week or so, and, as 
or,. who has had some experience of it. I 
k· ow that. "hen I was an employee, the 
crnploycr.s hacJ no r0gard to the hours we 
WPre cai!Pd upon to work. We worked 
from cb.:]i,,ht till dark, as many hours 
a::; -;t vva"' po "lible to \vork, on seven dayt~ a 
week, for the paltry sum of 25s. a woek. 
Becf\use the court f"t' fixcd·····not a hig·h rate 
o[ wag<Js--not a rate on which a man could 
keep his fami1 0 in decent comfort--

Mr. KELSO: 'rhe judge fixed that amount. 

Mr. DASH: I am just trying to point out 
that tbP court has not fixed a wage which 
hut' ruincJ ally indu'Cltry. liou. rnornbers 
opposite, or people wlw ~npport thetrL have 
hPcn going roulld the cou11t.ry telling the 
pa::Jtoral wcri·'-l'l'S that the avvard has ruined 
the cattle industry. They know that that is 
not a fact. Tht~ <:nva rda of the court have 
not been rc':, 1 )0W::ible for rPrlueinq; tho nun1ber 
of employee'' on the cattl~ ;ttttion3. They 
know that "lwn a nm;ter takes place they 
mu t lJavt· the~ full coinnicrnC'nt of nten. irre-

ive of whnt hours~ or \\age.;; are stipu
in thr> awar·ds, j£ the "\'York is to be 

carri<'d n11t propcrlv, the stock lmmdod, a.nd 
the herds looked arter as they should be. 

Mr. KELSO: Do you not think it would 
app;y very hard in ··the dairying indubtry? 

\VhC'rwvrr a clairn is 
('Ourt. thn c Jurt is guided 

con:::cicnec·, and the judge 
1\"S fullv the· merits and 

dPn1l~rit-· of the- abllity 0£ an indu . .;tr:v to pay. 
If ono thP trouble to road the judg-
ment-s in minillg, pastoral. SUL!.'ar, and 
m'"'t inrlc<.·tl'ics. they wiil find that. the 
Jbilit:; of ti"' itHlustr} to pay has always 
bePJl cousidl'l'ecl. 

T}H'n~ i:; nothit!g \vrong in bringing 
domt':-·tic '-'(~rvant.;; under the D'H'ration of the 
court. \V c. as ex-union cfficials, kno·.,· that 
time and again domestic SOl'\ ants have corno 
to us and asked us to do some hing to protect 
thern from tho dnvery to "hich thPy arc 
snLjPcted. Since ;:nvar.ds have l)crn applied 
to ·hotel employees. the hotr•lket·p 'rs have 
boon a blc to get their full eornnlcment of 
employees in that particular calling. The 
tl'<l on \\ hv 1 ht~rp i.;; c of domestic 
servants i~-; hocausc thoy can better wagos 
aud con{·\itions hy working in hntf'ls and 
rc·~t·( nrants 1 ha n 'they can gl)t in domestic 
..-ervico. Is there anv l'('ason whv the 
donH'~,tic st'r\·ant;;, s~'""Ju1d not have th~e pro
tr>ction of the court the "arne as their sister 
employees have in restaurants and h?tels? 
If thrtt nrotcction i" afforded. tlwro wdl be 
ju~t as t~any domestic servants on1ployed as 
there are to-day. 

Mr. KELso: It will be rough on the poor 
woman who is sick and cannot got help. 

Mr. DASH: When the Rill is in Com
mittee I int0nd to have something further 
to av. I would ask hon. n1C'ITlh0rs opposite 
not t.o decry thP rural industry or any 
industry, bccau'e the Government haYe seen 
fit to allow the employees access to the 
court. The rca:<on ''"hy employers have not 
t>.kon, adv:111tage of industrial boards IS that 
they know that, if the chairman of the board 

Mr. Dash.] 
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is not prepare? to give tho emnloyo<•e a fair 
d0al, th('fP 1~ tue nght of appe>nl to the court. 
"!VIaL_y confcroncos brtvo been ordorcd hv the 
J~ldg'(_'3 of the co_urt for the pnrposc ot' con
SJdermg tho clauns fdcJ. At tho'o oonfcr
enres many d?<::isions are arrived at, and 
then rdcronce 1~ only made to the judge for 
~he ~H1rposo of g1v1ng a decision on the points 
In ·dtspuV~. 

Qnceiion~That th<· Bill ho now read a 
second tim<'~put and pa'·scd. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

LIQUOR ACTS AME:\fDl.IE:\fT BILL. 

1:-;nr.\ TION I Cl CmDIIT'rEE. 

(Mr. l'ollock, GTcyory, one of the panel of 
'f'c111j)()f',tr:JJ f'lwii'1ncn, in the clulir.) 

The IIOi\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop
ford, Jirhllt .11oryrm): I beg to move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introdnccd to amcud the Liquor Acts, 
1912-1920. in certain particulars. 

de<ire briefly to outline the Bill. It con
sists of twelve clauses. ThPrc ,_;re two main 
priuci;1los. The first principle deals with the 
shortening of hours dul'ing which liquor n1ay 
be sold on lict_.nsed prcn1ises. It is propo5cd 
in the Bill that the houp, shall be from 8 
a.m. to 8 run .. and that they shall apply to 
clubs. \Vine shop~, licensed l~rcntiscs, and 
railway rcfrcshrncnt rootns. 

Mr. GLE!lROX: \Vhat about the Parliamen
tary rcfro~hment bar? 

The HOME SECRET.\RY: The l'arlia
montarv bar is controlled b:, Parliament, 
and we" are able to look after oar ,eh-os. 

The JWxt principle is the repeal of the 
Prohibit:on, Cuntinuanc~~, ot· Nationa.ll~ 1tlon 
poll which takes piacc in October pvery three 
years. Thcrre is d uc protection for the 
coming po:l next Oc:tobc•r. The othPr pro
visious of the Bill arc m<'rcly rnaclnnery 
clauses which require no cxpla.Clation. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR ( lFindsor): I am g-lad to 
have had that explrmation of the Mimster 
reo:arding the proposed reduction in hours, 
altliough we are 11ot quite satistied that that 
reduction will be suAicicnt. All I intend to 
say at this juncture is that we intend to 
move an amcndmeut providing that the 
closing- hour shall be 6 o'clock. 

Question put and pas.-.-cd. 

The Ilousc resu1ned. 

The 'l'E'IiPORAHY CHAIR'IIAK n'portcd ,hat 
the Cointuittee had ~orno to a resoh1hon. 

The resolution was agreed to 

FmsT Rl<:ADING. 

The HOJY1E SECRETARY: I beg- to 
move-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 

an Order of the Da.v for Tue.-dav next. 
The second readi;1g of the Bi'll was made 

The House adjourned at 10 p.m. 

[Hon. J. Stopford. 

Questions. 




