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214 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, f:5 JULY, 1923. 

The f'PE;KER (H{m. \Y. Bcrlrom, Jl"rrr) 
·took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

AUDITOR-GEI\EHAI."S REPORTS. 

~ The 
1 
SPJ~ ~J~ER announc0d the rec>eipt 

tron1 t~10 .:\ u_dttor-GC'ncra] of hi~ n'nort 011 
-the _tran~,Jrliors i~2 collncetion ·with tllP 
Pubhc Drht Hl'duetion Fn11d for the fin:Lncial 
year ended 30th J uno, 1923. 

Ord•rod to be printed. 

QUESTIO~S. 

QrALlTY .\:\~) PnrC'r; OF \Ynr\'T' RECEIYED BY 
\\HEAT Bo.um, 1920-1921. 

N Mr. G. P. l3.\RXES (H'a: "'irk) asked the 
l::iocrc tan• for \gnculturo and Stock~ 

"L "\Yhat number of of wheat 
-B<'a son 1~·~0-1921--o£ respcdiye 
ll,ndC'rmr•ntiDned gT<Hl0~ '' tl s rc<'PiYcd by 
tJ;e \Yl~<:at Buard. Yiz. :--Xo. 2 l\fJiling, 
::\o. 3 Aii]Jn<r. Xo. 1 F<•rd, J'\o. 2 Feed 
Xo 2 RPd Grading~, UJtcla---,ii-lcd, and 
Sc0ntcd? 

'.' ~2. \Yhat su:n per bushel ha.;; b(en 
P_RICl to ~-1-,tc to gro•·:ers for such n o:;pcc
ttYC ':;rn_,(l'";:;,, of "'heat? 

"3. Is anv brtlnncc held bv ·wheat 
r;orrrd for. •..:1i~tribntion fo the O·wncr.; of 
t11C~ fon"going grades of whC'at; and. if 
so. wlwt amount will be paid to the said 
O\Yl1t~rs? 

'' 4. \Yhcn will the final ).'l\"lllCJ't be 
n1a{·1~? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\GRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. W. "'· Gillics, Krrllllrn) 
rep !red~ 

"Tho follov,ring infonnation has been 

[Mr. 1r. Cooper. 

furnished by the Queensland Wheat 
Board~ 

1. l\'uml:cr of bushels of wheat 
delivered to the 1920-1921 pool~ 

--------.. 

Classification. Bnsllels lb. 

llfJLLING .WHEAT. s. d, 
F.A.Q. . . . .12,851,822 19 . . I 8 0 
No. 2 Milling . . 143,918 40 . . I 5 0 
No. 3 l\Iilling . . 198,966 40 . . 4 6 

----- 3,194,707·39 

No. 1 l'eerl 
No. 2 Feed .. 
No. 3 Red Wheat 
Scented .. 
Grarlings 

FEED WHEAT. 
392,8Gf, 4\l 
1;2:1,007 56 

:),590 1;2 
21,621 47 
16,533 26 

5'19,619·04! 

3, 754,3:26·431 

4 () 
3 0 
3 6 
3 9 
2 6 

2. AoS shown Olll)Ositc tho vari<)US 
clu~siflcations in (1). 

3. The board has been unable to 
oht a in return•, from the A u .tra.Jian 
\\'heat Board, :'!Ielbourn' for wheat 
exported dnrinc~· 1lw 1920-1921 Jeaso!l. 
Ji:ycrv effort h1.s been made hv the 
bonx~J to obt lin tln:, P r0turns, but so 
far with'lut results. TbP le~t teloo:ram 
from the A ti'trn lian \\'be· tt Doard 
merc!v stated that thov had not 
rccf'i\;cd th~ returns froin the Aw~
trq]iau \Yheat Committee. London. 
The hoard holds a s n 11 ceedit balance 
at the pres~nt time, but thi, <'annot be 
al1oc!tr·d to thr re ,nrr:tiv·, classifica
tions until snch tim~ a~ the returns 
referre-d to are> roc':'iYorl. 

4. Thanks to th" a -si tanc-: of the 
Quc<:n6L'nc1 (;oycrnnF·nt. the ho:-ud has 
finalis0r] matters ,,-ith tho holders of 
the F.A.Q. certificates. IImven'r. final 
pa:J n1ents cannot bo nwdc on inferlor 
cla~"sifirations nntil such tin1c ,·-; the 
returns are lTCc>ivcd from tho Aus· 
tra!ian V\Thea t Board." 

SUGGESTED AMEKD}IEKc OF PnmARY Pno
DUCEns' OnGAKIP-\TJON AcT. 

::\,1r. KERR (Eno(!(f'm) asked the Secretary 
for Agricultu1·o and Stock-

" 1. V\'ill the Gcwornrncr.t consider the 
r,dYicWlJkJlf of ('Onsulting ~.:ith tho 
Council of Agricnltnrr in regnrd to the 
anH-nding of t.}l-, Pri:rwr:v Produc?r::.;' 
Organi.~~Jtion Act to nJ}) lee better pro-
Yi~io 1 for to hr' Ol',Q'.:ni::~·rl to 
co~1 :-orn1 to Prin1ary Product;:; Pools 
Ad? . 

"2. If not. ;,yill th0 Gr>ycrnn1cnt meet 
1-ho exponc1lturc: in( ·,un~i b:v prin1ary 
prodtH'f'l'S who hnYc lwrn comnPliPd to 
oi~g>ni.,c apart frorn the' Primary Pro
du. ,·rs' Org-anisation Act? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AKD STOCK replied~ 

" 1 and 2. I ha Ye nO\V und<:r con
~idcrntion scvPral snggretions b:v the 
Council of Agriculture to improye cxLt
ing legislation." 
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s·: \i'E .-\r)\:_\XCE OX SECCRITY OP GE).IS 0~ 
S.\J>I'HlHE FIELDS. 

:\Jr. KEIUt asked the Secretary for 
::'.11!11_ ,_ 

'· \s to tlw 30th J uno. 1922. £1,520 of 
Tru ;t Funds \Y,•re cdvanced on the 

of g<·.m in conrH • tion with the 
fields. what action, if any, has 

~}tf_'ll t;-.ken t.> rea\i·)c upon the '-.ecurity, 
~111d whut i~ the po;ition of the finances 
1r1 thi~ connecti-on as a l'C'",ult of the trans
ar·tion or transactions? '' 

TLe HO:\IE SECRETARY (Hon .. J. Stop
for-cl. Jiount l£ organ), in the absNlCe of the 

for ::Vlinu (Hon. A. J. Jmw", J'ad
rcpliod -

;'The "Stones on wl1ich advancPs have 
lH'('ll 1nadQ ·.".-ere o:; nt to Paris for cli 
]Ju· al. So far no :.:ales ha Ye eycntuatcd." 

UQl_'OR ~\CTS A:YIK'\D:'\.!E::\T BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Tltc 1!0::\lE SECREL\RY ;Hon. J. Stop
ionL Jfop 1{ J!orrJ'tn): I beer to nH1Y.'-

,, Tnat thP I-lou :• ·wilL at it, .. next 
:'it ~:11~:;. re olvc it:'ic1f into' a Con1n1lttce 
p;: 1 :1e \Yl-:r,!e to con,,idcr of thn desir-

1 ·h'~J' " of iLtrochwing rt Rill to anH~nd 
t' ~\et.', 1912 1920. in cPrbin 
lJt· 

J:~Tln'lTHL-\ L ARBITRATIO:'\ .CT 
X\lE:'\D:NlENT BILL. 

SE1 /xD RE.\DJ::<G- -RE:::;c~.IJ->TJox o:F DEBATE. 

l\Ir. :-:OTT ( ''hn/, y) : I had much 
,u_r.-, ~H li~h_,nitl~.t to the "\Tinistn.r ~,_·}u~n 

ducin:.!." thn Bifl ancl itis ~ncceh \Y:t~ Yl'r'· 

intcrt··.tinf?,· Inc, brc:-ttu~~ I wa::: anxious tO 
know ('X c! in ·what nartirnlars he thou,Q:ht 
it \\·:1 110 the .~.\et ( u~d- .___ a 

le m~ ure Flldcr th( 
IYhich ···ill rnn.ke it 

in the- St.~t:~. It 
~lin~f1tr_'l' introducing 

f<lith iu the JHP·1::-:nrt~ nnd Hr'l'(~ 
in 1·he rnindc.: of all' \Yho hrar·(l 

man that he c·on,iLlcro all ·will 
tho Bi1l con1c...; into forrc. lt 

iS un· (;niP ion i.h 1t the waq·t.3 Df agrica;tun!l 
labuttri'rs, and also thc nolurnr>r t~ c ... all 
tho:-:0 P1l ,~-f' [(f'·--::1 in agriculture in the 
genn-oll--. ohould be at ll'a ·t '~1ual 

paid in industrial <, ·nt:re'O:, In I 
t}-::1.t- tl1c "\YHp;,•e- of country \Yorkcr':J 
1rJ }H' hi~_rh(~r than the · paid in 

ilH' C"it ic..s, ,-dH~rP the \Yorkcrs n 11 the 
of cit.., life OYt~r abo.,-c i.he 

p;<::·, to ;Yhich tho co:lutr;; v orkt:'rs 
are ~nbj f't. I abo bclirYe that. in the 
prt ·f'l~t ~t~1to of ciYili~n,tion. Arbitration 
Court~ <111cl nwnrds arc nPeeS"1ry. Furthr-1· 
t-h;1 rhnt. if tllf' p1'irnnr:v prot1uCor:-. or the~ 

of any corn!YlOt1it~~. export io got 
a hi,··h nri1'C' for their products, thC'\.' tnu:-t 
ncce, "rih- th ·t thn in<iustrialist must 
g-0t ~; h-i-, 1t of vva::c; othcrwi.,:c jt would 
llC qnitP impo- iblc for the industriali t to 
pa:v a h~gh price for primary product-. 

GoYERX1IENT ME11BERS: Hear, hear! 

:i\lr. NOTT: But for the Arbitration Court 
aw,ards to be sncct.~sful, they n1ust be applic-

>Lble to practically all indn tries, and it will 
huYC to be dccidetl \d1cther Arbitration 
Court a'.~,Tard: an~ applicable• to Yrtriouc indus
Lrie~ Of course. a~· I saitl a few niOnH~nts 
ago, the :V1inist'~r l'C'',POIHiblo for the iutro
d-uct.ion of dw Bill is quite sure that all 
v:ill bP ~,, \::ll. All in ten :;ting f0aturc is the 
[act that in 1916 and prior to that a similar 
Bill to this ·was introduecd aJ!d pas~c<l 
throurrh this Chamber: and. from the 
~pe0el~r"' clclivcrcd, I bPli,-·n' thnt when it 
\,as ;:;ub;nit10d to tl1c lTppcr l-Ions<: the part 
,,-hich practicalJ." corrc~;ponclf'tl to the_ present 
D1llPnc1nlPnts ,,,1-:; rlipped out. I bdH)vc th1~ 
1Jppcr I-Iouso dcla:'lred tl1e 1 1 -1u~·e of that 
Bill. when it ha<l the pmn'r to do so. on no 
lr-,-; than three occ,•<Sion After · ~r:nc~ con
si·d''rDbl<' tinH~ }lad n]ap:-cd. tl-tcrc \':as a 
refcrcndun1 takc)n on thP quc~tion of the 
aholiiion of the l)p:)c;· llon~e. IY}H'n thf) 
]X"lple decided l1y a lar'rc nu1jority thnt tho 
Upper Hou e chould not be n bolislwd. th 0 l'C
b-v sl1'"1wino· t.~1at the JWOplc of ()uccn;:;;l•nd 
y;-crc f1UitP"bC'bind the LPgislativc Council_ in 
de1a:'ing the pn~.,,,l.g'8 ofT the mr 1;h1rh 
wn th('n introdn-e0d. ?\ow tl•at 1_; pp er 
rloll .-• j~__, rt1Joli:::hcod, this is CflC' of fir:-t 
lHC ·.~Urt \Yhif'h is lJping pnt 1h1 <:lt 1-ho 
iust.io·ation of E:nu Park C"o 'YE'ntion. 
Tt i~-"cYidc-11tlv intention, no\· that tlwre 

· IlLH' -e to Ycto it. to pnt thP 
YC'r ~i--.1ll;1r tD th:,t 

·r~::~ bY fF• L0gi,,lntin) 
( 10Hl1Cil i_n 1916. 01~ the introfln"t.ion of this 
mca:·nr(' "·e haJ the• c;p{ r1 :cl(' ()f <I m,•1nlwr 
of tll0 Conntry pnrh br•ing h0·d fro1n 
thP ]HPcinC'i::; of ihie- angu t and 
YOUT '"0-rC'nP Jn·c:::Pncc, -:\Ir. S1Y~akC'r--
'(1a up:bter)-bccn u-.:c . 0f . rcn -1 in . rcfpn·.~x·;::~" 
\",h-ich h0 lll8.dt•, w1uc}l 1.;;: ·, rHellh~r C'OlD.('l
d( nee IYh('ll \YP 1lfiYC' it on rf> ort.l that the 

Council 'sas '11'-oli::.:hcd hcctiU c it 
fro!n a f'inli1nr l \Y1Ji"h 

m 

a 
Then· -i" ·not.hPr fp:-tt.n~·C' of this propO··al 

, hich call' flttcntion--lh"t i~. tlnt .--e 
haYf' po C'Y~ r of tho h:dl-rnar1;: of 1

1te 
[\,,1mcil of A~Ticulturc u11rn thL' prorHl~al in 
anv \Y:::tv. 

Th0 SECRLTARY FOR P1-BL1f' \'t'OR~"S: Do YOn 

SLH~U"C'"-.t t~wt rY rv !3il1 ~l1nuld be · 1~~rnittr fl 
to, the Cnuncil of A·:;ricultnrc' 

Mr. "\OTT: When the Couucil 
cultnrr; -,,_a" brought jnt.) bPing its _ 
wR.s to Jn,•.ke inquiric:~ into all tnattt'rs Inch 
ruight irnproYc thP conc!-itions of the people 
in the conntry disb·jcts. 

Tlh ';r:cRET\RY FOR PLDLIC \Yor:_K~: Do :vnJJ 
not kno• that it. \YOuld be high]y jrnpropcr 
for 8Il'~ oui- icL? organj~;-dion to sec a Dill 
before it was prr~er1hd to Parliament? 

~Ir. ~OTT: The Council of Agrlcultnro 
Wcls to be suprc1110 iu all 111 ~ttC'l'S pcr~ain1ng 
to agrirult.ur;~, "nd \Yas to ndYisc the Cn:blnct 
in rpgard to ks;i:o:lation rropO'·f~d t·l b) 1ntl'O
dn('ed afl'cctin,..~ the agricnltural iudnstry, c.:o 
that it is Jl• culiar tr• 1t so far we ha r not 
he,--trd that H1c application of the principle of 
indn;.;.trial arbi11'3Jion iu primar:v indu;:;;t Il~~" 
has been dic;cu ~eel by the Council. 

The SPSRETIRY FOR PcBLJC \Yomzs: That i 
not their busine-"3. 

Mr. KOTT: ~\nother :11artcr which c-tll' 
for r01aark is the fact that the yariot~s Lora1 
Producc..:..J~ As~ociations, rf \-Yhjch there !S a 
great number throughout the countrv, do 1:ot 

illr. Nott.] 



216 IndustriaL Arb;t,·ation [ASSEMBLY.l Act Ame;1dmem Bill. 

appear to ha Hl been consulted in any ·.vac· 
about the matter. So far as I can gathPr, 
when any proposed legislntion affects indus
trial unions, the unions appear to be con~ 
sulted; but, so far as I know, there has been 
aboolutoh· no reference of this matter to the 
members 'of the Local Producers' Associations, 
nor any report of what the men engaged in 
the agricultural purc,uits of the State think 
oi the a.pplicatiou of Indmtrial \rbitration 
Court av ~tnls to their calling. rrhey hav" 
been particularly silent on the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCJJLIC \VOHES: I thuk 
they are sa tisficd to lea-, o the matter in our 
h<1Lds. 

JI.Ir. NOTT: Thev have n2ye;· l1ad a voice 
in the Inattcr, although ono of the rea:..G!J, 

for the establishnwnt of the Council of Agri
culture and subsidiary organisations ,, 1s the 
desirablone,,s of consulting tho~o connected 
with the agricuitural in(, tctr; upon such 
matters. Although the Local Pmducer; 
As . .::ociations have 118YOr said un;vthing o:n this 
matter, I arn quite c·, rtain, and other "l.1on. 
memoers will a:sree, that the Au,tralian 
Labour Part0' has had deuce of a lot to 
say on all ocea"'iovs. 

I am prnpared to ad;nit thct arbitration 
has been responsible for increasing ,,~age'<- in 
ccrhin industries to a ,-cry grc"t extent, but 
the increase under tl1c a \Vard" in tho·~• 
; arious i11dustrics has nutdt. it n~cessarv for 
those engaged in 11roduction to look for ~so1ne 
mf:'ans for obtaini11g a higher price for what 
they produce. That is finding expression at 
the present time in the establishment of the 
various pools. I look at Arbitration Court 
a.vvards as something to improve the wages of 
wage-earners, and I view the establishment 
of pools for primary products as a means of 
improving the price that farmers arc likely 
to receive for the comrnodit" that thev nro
duce. The pools and the Arbitration "court 
award are endeavouring to work out the sgme 
ends for t;vo different classes of people. Not
withstanding the inc1·easo in wages in certain 
industries, I am satisfied from mY observa
tions that it has had the result In a good 
manv industrie' of sapping the efficiency of 
many of the workers. \V hen an av, art! is 
granted the wag0s arc fixed on the basis of 
what will.maintain a man, his wife, and three 
ch1ldrcn Ill an ordinary degree of comfort. 
When you find that young, inexperienced 
single rnen receive the same amount of wages 
as a n1arried man, then it is very easy for 
the single man to work three da,'s out of the 
Y\ eck and receive fufficient n1oi;ev to carry 
him along comfortably o..-er the scv"en days. 

Mr. EnucE: Hav-e you tried it? 

Mr. NOTT: Tho single man in a great 
many cases considers there is no necessitY to 
con.Jider what standard of efficiency he can 
attain in an industry so long a' he can hold 
hi-; job and obta.in high wages. lH::tny of 
thern in their young days ha vo had no 
training with regard to the Lof'essit~? for 
saving· and putting by so1ue of the wngo;:, 
they arc earning. 'l1 hcy learn l'lith very ~reat 
case to spend practi{:tdly cvcrJ thiug they 
earn, consequently thrift and <;;::J..Ying art; 
unknown to them to a very large extent. 

I.Ir. CoLLINf- : That is not true. The 
Savings Bank returns c~Jntradict ,Tour state-
ment. · 

.Mr. NOTT: An industry nm't uc pro;· 
porous, otherwise it is "bsolutcly impossible 

[Mr. Nott. 

for it to pay any increase on the wa~~·c~ c.~Jclf" 
arc now being paid. 

JYir. HYNES: The producing pnblic on;· "' 
prosperous before tho p1irnary prodn·~·e.:::-; :_·art 
be prosperous. 

Mr. CLAYTOX: It is the other way abo:1i 

Mr. NOTT: If wages am increased, in 
n1any case-s there ,vill be ruorc unen1ployrnent, 
.and in other cases farrns wi1l be neglected aH 
over the country. If the operations of the 
principal Act arc oxtC11ded to dornestic ser
ya.nts. to tho fruit industry, and to tl.to;:o,e 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, there 'vili 
bo an increase in tlw cost of produ~llvn. 
ManY vf the farmers vvill endcayou;· to 
Jn1prOYe their position so u~ to aYoid tlle 
increased cost of production Lv going Hl toe 
an increased expenditure on 1nachinory. 

J1.1r. COLLIXS: Hear, hear I 

Mr. NOTT: They may go in for motor 
tractors. A" far as I can sec at the present 
time, one of the greatest deterrents to people 
making a start on the farms is tho cost of 
cornmencing operations. A man cannot go 
on a farm at the present time unless he has 
a capital approaching £2,000. If award., are 
made by the Arbitration Court affecting him 
and they compel him to go in ±or higher class 
machinery-and it is only natural to thir>k a 
man will go in for a 6-furrow plough Instead 
of a 1 or 2-furrow plough, which will mean 
that he vvill be compelled to go in for tractor 
power to work it-he will have to spend 
approximately £1,000 additional on machin
Gl'J in mder to work that farm. \Vhen you 
come to consider that he will have to spend 
this £1,000 over ;md above what he has to 
spend to-day to work his farm, ver) few 
people will be attracted to the land, espBei
a 1 !y when thov see the very slight e!1ances 
they have in the face of adverse circurn
st~nces, pests, etc, of making a comfortable 
living at farming. Under this Bill it is pro
pnsed to allow organisers to go on the farm. 
If they do not interfere wilfully with the 
c'nployces, I pre,mme that they can go on 
at any ti1ne. 

GOVERN}IEXT lYIE}fBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ="OTT: If these conditions obtain, wo 
all know how nasily the term " wilfully" can 
],e manipulated, so it will bo free for them 
to go on to the farm and interfere with the 
Y\'orking of the employees at any time they 
y,-ish. 

:',1r. HYNES: The organiser has the privilege 
o£ going on to the farm now. 

Mr. BRuCE: But he must not carry a gun. 

Mr. NOTT: I presume that the Govern
ment, in dec1ding to extend the scope of the 
Arbitration Act so as to embrace rural 
'· orkers, came to the conclusion that. prices 
fer farm produce will be standardi>ed. ur 
that it will be necessary to stand;udiso them 
in some way. I think that the basi;; of 
awards made under the Industrial Arbitra
tion Act is wrong in deciding what wage is 
snfficient to permit of a man, his wife, and 
three children to live comfortably. In every 
instance so far 'vhere an award hns been 
rnadc it has been in relation to a domestic 
industry, when•1s the chief obj<ect of the 
p,oposcd amendment. is to enable awards to 
be· made governing the employees in primnry 
industries, the products of which are com 
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p(·ting iu t h~-~ \Yorld's market, and tho IJrict~s 
realised "·ill ha\"P to be the basis of those 
::t\.·~~rds. For inf'-ta.nce, 1f the pri-ce of huttcr 
i~ t·~oin~ to be fixed at a standanl price~ of 
2s. a lb.-and I think dairying 1tnd buttne 
prut1uciion ought to offer better chances foe 
tbc development of Queensland than any other 
irrdustrv-and in the overseas marb~t it is 
fetching 140.', a c>vL, and that we te.ke a 
p;•rcel of 10 lb. of butter, Say 60 p<•r cent. 
of this ammmt is exported, We will find 
thnt those 6 lb. will bring 1,, 4d, per lb., 
tb0rcforc the other 4 lb, will have to bring 
3s, a lb, which will be the pricn thrrt the 
Qu .. "cnsland or .'..u tralian consumer will June 
to pa:y in order to re.tlisc that standard price 
of 2s, per lb. If the price of buttc'' is to be 
standardised at. ',, a lb .. then thr!so figures 
will obtain : if 6 lb. ' ill be sold overs< <S 

at ls. 4d. ywr lb th,, other 4 lb, will 
have to be sold in Australia or Queensland 
to our local co·1sumers at 5s, 6d. p~r lb. to 
bring the price of the 10 lb, of butter up to 
cl. a lb. I am quoting these fic:nre< to lot 
ovArybo.dv judge whether it is iikely that we 
cn.n possibly bring about what ma~~ be ctllcd 
a decent standard price for that very common 
n.nd necessary comn1odity, butter. 

A GO\'ER)!i\IEXT JVIE~!BER: \Vhy not lower 
the price and improve the cattle? 

Mr. NOTT: vVhcn the Labour party came 
into power I think the init.ial mista.ke was in 
pbcing an embargo on the export of meat 
and foodstuffs. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIO WORKS: How 
does that connect with this Bill? 

Mr. NOTT: Just a little patience! Had 
all that produce been exported and the 
money for it received in Queensland, we 
would have had at the present time a fair 
market and a lot of extra money in the 
country that could have been used by the 

producers in paying increased 
[ 4 p.m. J wages to de\ elop industries and 

produce primary products that 
arC' necessary and are clamoured for in 
Queensland. Instead of that, we find the 
market for a good many of our foodstuffs 
absolutely glutted. 

There was a po,,ibilitv then of making 
our producers so ll1nch more prosperous, ana 
they would have had the money to pay the 
Arbitration Court awards that are proposed 
to be brought in, Since there would have 
been a ready sale f(}r whatever production 
the': had, there would have been a chance 
of increased income tax being levied, I con
sider that in cYery indu·try great care must 
be taken that nothing- is done to jeopardise 
that industry or to bring about its down
fall. 

·when the hon. member for Cunningham 
was speaking last night, he mentioned that 
Arbitration Court aYY'ards wuc only possible 
in domestic industries, and somebody quoted 
wool. Well, wool competes in the world's 
markets. 

l.\fr. BPLCOCK: The Arbitration Court is 
successfuily in operation in the wool industry. 

Mr. "'OTT: Yes, but in the ease of the 
>Yool ind ustr:v we have practically a mono
poly of th0 fine >mols of the world, and that 
monopoly protects the industry as well as, or 
a !\r;od do a l bcttCJ' than, any embargoes or 
artlilmal \cts. It makes those engaged in 
the mdustry n blc to afford the extra high 

priees that arc being paid to the workcL in 
the wool industrv. If . we did not pooscss 
that monoyJOl::, \V€l should not bo able to com
nwnd the price that we do for wool at the 
present time. 

There nw several other matters that will 
be greatlY Dffocted. ('uitc a nurnbcr of men 
1vho n1av~ be termed ''cheque book" fanners, 
man:v of whom have been making very little 
out of their farms, will probably continue in 
the industry if this Bill comes into effect, 
for two particular reasons. Ono reason is 
that the price of foodstuff>- must c•crtamly 
go up because there >Yill be so many less 
producei'', Another reason v.hy they must 
continue to \York their farms, and aro con
tinuing, although losing money, is to stop a 
"lump or downward trend in land values 
in QuecnsLnd-a very important factor. 
\Ylwn thcco Arbitration Court awards do 
come in, there is one phase that I hope will 
not b0 lost , ight of. That is, that they will 
have to Le obcved on both sides. lVIeans 
Ycill haw w be' found whereby it >Yill be 
possible to make the workers abide by an 
ach·crso JcciJion just as cffcctivc]y as the 
employers arc made to abide by adverso 
decisions. 

Mr. HYXES: I hope that you don't take 
uy> the same attitude that you did when the 
Dickson award was made in the sugar 
industry, 

Mr. NOTT: At that time I was in the 
sugar industrv and wont out of it just 
before the aw'ard came out. I notice that 
the Diokson award, in the two years after it 
can1e into force, caused a great shortage in 
the sugar production of Queensland, and a 
great portion of the a rea under sugar culti
Yation was relinquished. \Vhcn you consider 
that 30,000 acres of sugar land went out 
of cultivation-that at £7 10s. or £8, 
which was then about the cost per acre of 
harvesting-there was practically a quarter 
of a million pounds lost in wages during 
tho'o two years--

Mr. Fm:.EY: Your statistics are very 
ullrcliable. There was a record harvest the 
first : ear after the Dickson a ward, 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. I\OTT: I heard some interjoctions 
thrown across the Chamber during the earlier 
part of the debate in regard to the slaver;Y 
of the capitalistic system and so on. It 
S'"''ms to me that these various artificial 
conditions which are being imposed on all 
industries in Queensland arc, perhaps, 
imposed in thP endeavour to get away from 
the e:tpitalistic system. We shall find our
selves under a bureaucratic system which 
will be far more soulless than the capitalistic 
system which has built np civilisation to its 
present pm•ition. It seems to me that the 
Labour party ore likely to establish a condi
tion whereby they will out-martinet tl1e most 
autocratic czar. It is a well-known fact that 
nccessitv knows no law. and the industries 
that we" ha Ye established. in Qcwensland have 
been built up as a result of the law of 
snpply rtnd demand, and, if anything is 
clone to alter the conditions through Arbi
tru tion Court a v,-ards, it \V ill be disastrous 
to those industries. and the cost may be so 
increased that the high price 'Yill absolutely 
destroy the demand The Secrehrv for 
Agriculture ha- stated on several occ.asions 
that pro<1udion should bo for use and not 
for profit. That is a verv disastrous tenet 

Mr. Nott,] 
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to hold, be,couse, lf -,ou do awa-- v.ith profit, 
1t mean> t•rfimcnc and ,:1fctv wtll be thrown 
oY€'rbo.~.rd. Ptofit is the ab'"'soluie guarantee 
of cfriciL~lcy and safot..,. 

Before rpsurning rny seat, I would like to 
make a f0"\V rPnHtrks in regard to appren

In the llrst place, I am particularly 
the Sccrcbtrv for Public vYorks in 

m•l•""'"" tho Bill admitted that the pre
of apr1rentice8hip i~" not satis-
bas 110t br•cn efl'cctive. Anv 

in the apprenticc•ship systcn1 
;·c can he ac;ured of getting trained 

,Jrtl a1• lll the Yanous trades should be 
.· clcomeri. I£ boys are trained under Queens
l.tnd conqitions, y, e are tikcly to get the best 
nrh::;;rtn I or the Lndu~tru•s , oncerned. I an1 
glad to know that uncicr the proposal " 
l<erger number of a ppl'cntice, YYill bo trained 
th·1n have h_en tr<tined durinr,- the past few 
, cu·. I "!Yl al o particularh· pleased to 
krw'v tLn.t fhe l\!jnistcr considPrs it nccc -
,~n·y to train a greater nu '-1ber of appren-

1JCCo th~n the number likely to go out of 
the vonous callucgs. so that there will bo 
an aclcquat" numbor of trained employees 
asatl >.Lle for "he d<'ndo!'mcnt of the State. 
I do not agree with the rcrnu.rks of the 
}!ini _J·•r th~t grc··tor skill Y.as nece.<-'lry in 
certain calltng, orne yoars ago than is the 
"""' to-Lia:·. At the prr <mt time it is 
noce,o•ar. to hrn e higher dllcicncy so far 
a;;; skilled worker~, are co11rerned than \Yas 
the ca'c in thu past. 

:rhc SECRET\HY FOR PcBLTC \YoRES: You 
n1lSUIH1cr 1nLd Iny point. \Yh.'lt I sou(~ht to 
cOJlYP.V wa.:; H"\<lt n large an1ount of WDrk is 
1;ow done b_,,- n1 nchinery ·which form-;;rly ' a '1 

uo:nc b~, h;aHL and, con 'Ev·,uently. it n1a:/ 
HOt be JH'':" :.: 17 to have ~o long a period 
of appronticc··hip. 

I'lr. :\OTT: I quite agrQe that good 
r1L'nl of \York: ihat ~\>:as prc\·ionsly bv 
hand is JJo•,· done hv rnachin''l~~· but thve 
men controlling that machinel'y ohould 
p-o-·RQ s p;-rt rrter ~<~ill tbnn \Yas ne c ·"ry 
before. I h "" had ome experience in cm1-
tcectiou with the sw;ar milk and I would 
liko to {ne lil-tie inr:ident that came 
m"lc-' m," \o\'e had thrPe shiH" at the 
su~nr m1p anil th0 on7inccr in ch1xge of one 
:·h1ft, \'nth tho ·~<unu rnaehincry, anJ the 
st1 n1/~ clas~; of cane g-oing through the n1ill, 
cr~w1 put Jhrou··h dnl'ing his eight-hours 
s.::nft nr~ to c:nd a-half tons ll10ro cane 
1han etihcr . the other two engineers 
dunng 1 heir shtfts. The conditions were 
the in Pn""'ry ''a·.. and it was because 
of supcl'ior skill ,lJHl attention that 
that lYlrtn , blc~ to pnt n1ore cawJ through 
th0 rollr r . r\n· one. \Yho hafi haJ charge of 
rnen v.orkw~ rnachn1cr· -; ill ha.,-c "l"Jot.icrJ 
the sarrw thin~. Even in drivin:r a "-team 
pump •,·on ""· i]l often find that one 
uan can pnn1p co~1sidcrablv ntoro waicr jn 
a give d tirne t:.:• n another rn :n with the 
::;-tn';Je co -·urupi ion of fuel. Thcrufore. offi-

rnol'c r:<•cc qar~· new. and skill 
1.3 to a ...,_re 1tcr pxtcnt than oyer 
bcforf' m the hi tory of th" world. 

T admit th:1t t 11o lJ:trty ;n powei" have a 
tnnnClatc io put thi:.; legislation jn forf'c, 
and I .,,ov.ld be "tupric"J if they rlid not 
obw· th"t ma-'date. vYhcn they went to 
i hP cc:untr;., the C{}untry knew positivcl:;
that, 1f the~•,r \V~rc returned to po\ver, this 
eh"· of 1l~gJslnhon ,,-ould be 1Jassed. and I 
a c1.mit that I expected this clnss o( ]egisla
Jion to bc placed on the statute-book. 

[]ir. Nott. 

Mr. HY:\'ES (TownHTille): I desire to 
rnako a fe\\ observations in connection with 
this r>1ost important amendmc·nt of this most 
important Act. It is rather significant that 
!he leader of the Opposition should delegate 
his pride of ploce to the deputy leader of 
the Cou11try party 1n connection with the 
n:tic;snB >~hich have Geen lannehcd at the 
Bill in this Chamber. 

~~Ir. 13IL\XD: '\'f,Thy is it significant? 

Mr. HY:'\ES: It is n•r:r significant. The 
kadPr of 1 lw Opposition. as a matter of 
practice~ always replies to the :L\Iinistor intro
duciug a Dill, and it is an iudication that 
l10n. 111C'n1bers opposite have not a sound 
cu s~.:; -.. hl'll they put l'P the dl~put,\ leader 
of thr' C Juntry pari·,. to reply to the ;',1inist·"r. 

~trr. \TO\VLES: V\.,.hat nons~;~nsc! 

3lr. HY~ES: In the whole of the ar"'n· 
n10!1ts ,~' l.Jid1 have boon adduced against ~he 
BilL '"" find l~c n•i"e c•f the sweater appeal
mg for the nght to sweat the people who 
ar~ function]ng in the rui·al industries of 
th1s StatC!. I am rather astounded in the 
h"\ l'ntieth rPnhu~', in Hw !nost dcn1ocratic 
St1h in the Commonwealth to find aN 
( IJ>po,ition in Queensland who' are prepared 
b Yotec• ihP opinion that the rural industries 
dlCmld b' left under sweated conditions. A 

de ,J ba, been said about the fact that 
rnr<Jl intinstries up to the present have 

l (Jt 1w~ 1 cr;YCrPd by an a\Yard of the 
Arbitration Court. 

!~c- J:\lii!i~tcr, \Yhen ~peaking last night, 
n:.t( P ref(1 l't"'nee to the L·tC't tbat Sir Samu{?} 
Griffith as far back a' 1890 aitcmptcd to 
bring In a1: Arbitration Bj1! for the purpoH" 
of l'C',.-~Tdating th0 hon!'s nnd conJitions of 
inde;'rialists in this State. Going further 
back. I find that Dioc!ctinn. an Emperor of 
Ron .. ~ ~Txtecn conturi2s ago. issued an 0dict 
fix:i~1g the• ' ap;Ps paiJ jn rural indu2tries in 
tlw Homao Empire. I ma· ,tate. for the 
rrlil!ca(ion of thP hon member for Loo-an 
and tbc hon. member for Dalh,·. that he ~!so 
found it npcc<:~ary to fix ·la\Yver,_,' fee..:. 
1Laugh!er.) I haY•· l1arl ccnsi,Jer,;ble expcri
PIH ' of the operation of the Industrial Arbi
tration Act since it wa~ ini1iatecl in 1916. 
through mv a.ssociation with the Australian 
\:Vorkcrs' lTnlon as an adYocate of the 
\"Orkc1rs in the Industria' Arbitration Court. 
'l'he_ ~uccchcs of hon. members opposite 
r0m1ncl me of the umcntc '' hich have 
ahvays becu adduced the Court 1,\hen 
\\'C ha~ C· lwen endeavouring to ccurc a, fair 
shan of the \\·calt11 whirE the \Yorkors al'o 
prcdncjng in the inclw::trins of Queensland. 
I know frorn rny o\Yn cxperiPnco that the 
cnnditic~ns of Hw ~~·orkcrs haYC lx'(~ll consider

eel through the opcra1 ion of the 
'\et, cncl this amcndmPni of the 

Yt'r~- n( ces··.trv in order to brino· in a 
lar:_:·p 1_lUinlJ0r or" ind;I·trin.liP-i-'· wl1o nrc brcally 
dc'sr.·y~ng- of the P _lffiG conditicns and treat
nwr.t '\Yhich are being- meted out to other 
".-ork0r~ in Qu·~en lnncf IIon. ITIPinb0rs oppo
site tlnnk J·hat I kn,,w nothing' r bout the 
rtn-11 indu tri,•s jn South Qucr·nsland but I 
!w.YP worknl in tfw dtlir .nd indr··-
tri~'" ill t.hc "-outb.•rn · of thP State. 
a::·d I knov.- that :·here l'C::lS<Jn '"h·- those 
in· 1u. lri '3 ~hon1d nn be coYercJ by all 

Arbitration Court at• .. ~.rd. 
!.~1· =·LORGA~: That \Ya··; in thl dark ago-:~. 

::llr. IIYKES: I do >;ot look upon the 
Al'bitl'Oliion ..:-\ct 1 Ol' anything likel· to con1e 
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from it, a· the iw-all or rnckJl of the 
as11irations of the \vorking cla~sc•, I real]-<: 
that \' e cannot exncd all arncnrl:nPnt ot 
the Inllu~tria! Arb{tTation }tct or of Rll\' 

Act i11 this Cha ··brr to do anvthing 1;,1 
connection '.\ ith aboli.3hing the \'V.1gc s:',-st{~nl; 
bnt. for all that, I kno\\' tlnt tht Jll'\h 

tlw in,tl'llmcntalitc cf the Arbitrabon Act 
\\-2 lu:yf_• be-'n a:.lc to :;;;ecure ar' arrwlior:~.
tion of th0 c,;)nditions of th(~ "\Yutl.::er,,. and 
t') in1pl"OYC' the coeclition~ of the rncn :tnd 
'\ Olll"ll in Qucew-land \Yho haYe to toil for 
tl1cir liYing. \Ye hayo b en ablo to preYP'l1 
~\\·eat in._, and Lring about a redtH ~ jon of 
hour:--, and \VC haYc beQn able to do tbi3 
without conch•rnniup; our \YiVP'· and JcpPn~ 
dcnt;-3, to tht: --h·ifc and n1iscr ,' \Yhich a ~trike 
<)r din 2t action inv; riablv- nlC'an:,--. There 
arc o n1tcrnatiYes to a1:bitration. There 
i round-t :b1o coiJference whibh mv 
cxprrif'nce show~ is \Yorth1css a~ a means o~f 
obtn ining rcdrp:..,.3 for our industrial griev
ance Oi" irllpl'OYC'Incni of our co11dition'< 
The ctl•cJ' alternative is direct action. This 
}JartY ~tand for arbliraticn. \Ye are op]JO"Cd 
to tlir cl acti(Jtl; Lut \YC k:~o,~,· that hon. 
\tJPmlJ·.·r:-i (JP--:''· ilr:· favour ·direct achnn. I 
ha n; 1 llt,v ntind':-; eve an jncidPnt which 
oc,'UlTPd \Yhcn tl1c Dici~~;on a\Yanl \vas n1ndc 
law i11 the ~1-atc. Aft0r a lun(r fight in the 
_ \rbitration Co1ut1 "·hen ; he ~vhole of the 
PYidC'nt \Yas 1;] .ccd lwfcn~ the jnclgP. h{~ 
1nad~: nr1 av\arcl \\-h1ch ga,·c cer+:tin hours and 
condii ion:-;; to the enlp10ye''s engag-ed in that 
port:cular inr1n.-tl'y. 'VQ found l10IL n1Clll
ber.-: ('j")po·ltP. partiC'ularJ.v the hon. n1c~1nber 
f(> :J.lnani. roing round ~ _(it::tting th0 rninds 
of the " cookie " in the ::\Iacbn awl "'Iirani 
clhal -ts ru~d gPti-ing· thc'n1 to ~trikC' again;:;t 
the f•\\ arrl of tlw \'0urt; and . d the.- t,~ll 
Li' tl1::1t fH? indu,tri::d on:taiJi~ers' of th0 ·s·.ab 
.ll'e t>h:a ;;;tin·in~ up ~indu~trial ~trif0. 1 
ea:, ··, ithout fpar of cc,nlracliction. that tlH' 
hon. r:(1 mhr'r for ::\I1r 1nl dclibf ratl'1v \Vf'llt 

{)Ut ;_q:{~ agitated, and broug·ht rdx,ut <~ strike 
in the ~Iackav dl·-trict agitin~t the Dick~on 
..-1\\'[tld. 

l\i1r. SV\'.\Y~E: I wa3 not i 1wre. 

Mr. HY:"iES: \Y c arc on!~· a 'ki'lg' for the 
:-an isior -, :o be p]ar~d in the (~tH''ll~-
land as arc atrc.acl~,~ incorporated in thD 
C'ommnnw<'elth Arbitr. tion .\c t. 1904-1911. 
The ddlnition o£ " inrlu~i rv'' in that Art 
1nakP.-:. it po.::.,_Jblc for the i'rHhntrial union·:.:. 
in th" C0mnlOJ1\renllli to ~"_:>Ctll'P an ;nvard 

- rnral iudu::-.(1 ics in this and any 
S· ate. For tl1c inform. t1c:n of t10:J. 

!llClllb ·r- oppoeit". I will read that definition. 
"IuC:u,.try" include'·~ 

'; (o) An) bnslne~s, trad0. 1na1n~facturc, 
und0rtaking. or c _\ lling of ernploycrs, o·t 
1nncl or water; 

"(lJ) An_y c -.1En~--, se1Ticc. Pmplo~.-me:It. 
handlcraft, or indu: rial ocC'npntion or 
<.t · rwatlon of cmployt on 1 ~nd or \Yatcr; 

'' I r) }-\ Ln:n('h cf an industry or a 
g.t'cnp of indu~trif's.'' 

\Ye an:> asking that the sa.mo provi,-:,j Jn b'l 
placed in t.hc <:;'tv .'rl'!anrl Act. I haY" not 
heard C1cn1 squ0nling- in the otLel~ narts of 
the Comr:-onv:oalth about the provisio~' in tl:e 
Cmnrnonw,'t Hh Arbitn1tion ~ict, under '.,·hich 
the nninns ronccrncd can securl~ ~L \Yards 
coverins the rural !ndu:tric::;: \Ve know rJutt, 
as far back as 1910, in the fruitgrowing 
iudu~try ln Sonth Australia and ·victoria. an 
a\'>ard vvas SC'C'Urf'd fl·orn the Federal _A_rl1itrn
t.ion Court. Under that award, notwiths; '"nd-

ir•f!' the dismal prognostications whieh \Yore 
io:flulgcd in at the time, ihe fruitgrowing 
in d u>trv in those States has made pheno
lllPnal i;,osTc..,s durlng th0 tirne the award has 
n;>e;·atccl. \Ve flnd that the same thing has 
ubtain1 d in the sugar industey. l-Ion. rnern
b rs oppo,itc arc opposed to ihe principle of 
arl.1itraiion. 

0PPOSTTIOX JYlEl\IBERS : \Y C are not. 

1\Ir. HYNES: Wo find that the hon. 
mcmhcer for Oxley, the deputy leader of Lhe 
L;nitcd pan:, is reported in the Brisb,uw 
" Da.ily Mail" of 22nd August, 1921, as fo:
lmys~ 

"I contend that the Arbitration Court 
ha·'' been one of the main ea us os of the 
stap;nation whieh exists here to-day. 'l'he 
ecliiice of the Arbitration Court must be 
pulled down." 

Durinq the iime I\\ as contc:f5ting tht: Fcrlcral 
election. I rc~eiYcd an l'xtra a·c~inary co:n
nnlnication frorn the secretary of the Single 
Purpo~.0 Lca2:u<:. This L::ague i~ a kiud of 
employers' Ku Klux Klan which has been 
forn1ed for the purpose of abc.lishi;H~ al'bi
trJtion. Hon. members opposilo \vill prob
ably dissociate t,hemsdYcs from it. I flnd in 
tho.t cornmnmc<ltion that practicallv the who!<~ 
of thn political anti-L~bOnr orga~isr.tious of 
tl-f' C1ornn1on-wealth hwve pledg~ d i·bcJnseh-e,,. 
to 3Ul1l~·n·t the objr->'ts of tLi::.:. a~~o(<ntl,-n. 
This i~ ho\r the com1nunication reads--

" Iticlbonrno, 22nd ?\ovombPr, 1022. 

":\I. P. Hym:s, Esq., 
TownsvillP, Que'·ncland. 

"Dear Sir,-

" I <lln in:;;tructcd b" rnv E~erutiYe 
to a -,c;Prt -~in vonr att.itu(1e i{1 regard to 
the abolition~ of conlpnl-ory arbitration 
a~tc1 the suh~titutiou of Yolnntary concilia
tion. 

"For ~-01lr infonnation and f;uidanre 
I desire to inform you that~ 

(1) The Federal Country p" rly are 
pled~' c1 to a.clYocat.c the abolition of 
,,_nnpulsory arbitration. 

i2) The Libc>rc] Union pro-
yjcll 3 for the abolition cmnpnlsory 
arbitration and the substitarion of 
councils of conciliation and wages 
boarcl•. 

(3) The Tasmanian National camli
chte> will bo pledged to a.dvocatc the 
abolition of Conunom,"c'tlth Arbit:ra
tion Cumt. 

(4) South Aust.ralien Lilwral c .:·cli" 
da.tcs will be pledgrcl to vot•.l for tr.e 
alJOlition of con1pulsDry arbitration. 

15) The S•mth .\n .tralian I> dmtrial 
Di•.~utcs Bill which mms at tho b0li
tio1{ of con~]lll]'30i'Y arbilrnJion, ha~ 
pn· ".eJ the seroncl reading. 

16) Tlw ="ew Sonth \Vales l"•clustrial 
Arbitndion (Amendment) Bill h, s br<'n 
passed by Legislative Assembly of tlutt 
State. 

(7) The Ac;sociat<d Chambers of 
JUanuf~lChirors, v:ho rcprt. -.;('nt t_ho 
manufacturing intcresi..'J of . ...:\n"tr 1ll?-, 
at their 15th Anuu ,1 l\Ir ;tm.c: held El 
Svdnc<· in October, 1922, c1 ni,,d the 
follov."!ng rcsolniion :~ 

That this meeting of Aosociatod 
Chambers of Manufacturers is of the 

jfr. IIynes.] 



220 lnduRtJ·ial Arbicration [ASSK\1BLY.] Act Amendment Bill. 

opinion that compul·ory urbitral.ion 
and conciliation has failed to accom
plish the purposes for which it \nls 
instituted, and should therefore bG 
abolishPd. 

~Chat the conference favours -..~oluE
ta,ry CJnciliaLion and wages boards 
in which the chairman has no casting 
vote. 

That Federal jurisdiction should bo 
confined to industries of only Fedcra l 
r:harnctcr--euch as shipping-and 
legislation to effect this should dofin
i tely dcfmo the ambit of such. 

" It must be quit~ clear from the fore
going. that the movement for tlw aboli
tion of compulsory arbitra lion is rapidly 
developing throu[;'hout Amtra.lia. and T 
\Yotdd therefore be pleased to recciyc 
your rrli'·\YCl'"i to the fo1loh in-,..,. que 
tionr,, :~ ~ 

(1) Arc yo•1 in favour of the aboli
tion of compnlwr:c arbitration? 

, (2) Are y;m in favour of wages bo"rds 
In \V.h1ch tno chairn1an has no ('[F·ting 
vote?" ~ 

I ani prf'jHlrEX] to ~a\ that, if thi:;' lc,tt-er ''"as 
submittc~d to 'tllY ho;L nwmber on the other 
side, his answer to both questions would be 
"Ye~." 

:Mr. MAX\\ ELL : Ha \·c 'cou over read our· 
platform? 

Mr. IIYl\:ES: I have not. Some reference 
has been made to the apprenticeship prob
lem wluch \\ e know confronts lco·isla tors of 
this State. The ex-deputv leader of the 

United party, the late member 
[4.30 p.m.] for Townsville, Mr. GrPen, 

although he sa vs that he is 
m favour of arbitration, ·took exception 
111 hrs O'iY11 bu!'Il1€''",'3 to a ruling- under an 
Arbitration Court award, and ~doptcd cer
tain .action which was instrtnncntal in defeat
ing it. I have a copy of his letter here, sent 
to the managers of the shops of W. H. 
Green, Limited. in which he asked them to 
dismiss vario11:s junior en1ployoes because 
they had qualified for the wage prc<cribed 
by the award. The thing speaks for itself-

" Townsvillo, 6th December, 1921. 
"Messrs. vV. H. Green, Limited, 

'· Chemists. Broad'·' av. 
'"Dear Sirs,-A r~ling has been 

obtamed from the Shops and Factoric•3 
Inspector and from the Arbitration 
Court which declares that all messengers 
come under the provisions in the Shop 
and Factcries Act laid down for 
assistants of the first second and third 
years' experience, and so on~ 

"This means. that the salarv whieh 
they obtain will be rrreatlv increased, 
and in reality, a!S far ~s oui: business is 
concerned, is an absurdity.'' 

T,here is a.lv1 .. ty~. an ab urditv in increasino
tho salaries of the emploveee" in the eves of 
the employer- " ' " 

. "~he first ;:car's experience in your 
di'tnct fol' maleB is Hle. &d., females 
16s.: sef'ond :ear, rnalcs 23s., f(~males 19.s. 
6d.; third .P-'ar, lna]c:-:; 30:::. 6d., fornalcs 
27s. 

·'You will rcali~o that thic will make 
it i1npo~siblo for us. to retain any n1essen
gcrs beyond a pcnod of two year'j, ancl 

[Jilr. Hyncs. 

it '•:ill b8 necc· iaF to dispense >Yith the 
cervices of an. who '"'cecd this period. 
This is the practice that is beinp; adopted 
by t~e Yarious ~Storekeepers hC'ro owing 
to th1s absurd rnliEg. 

"·we would therefore bo nleas0d if 
you will giYo this nwttor your aU,::ntion. 

"J{ind rf'gards, 
"Yonr.s faitbfnly, 

"\Y. H. GREEX." 

And yet these people tell us that thov al'c 
symp:~thctic with tho o:1jects of lhe Al'.bitl'a
tion Act! 

Mr. Kmw:,N: Thev said durinp; the elec
tion that they wnnte~l to extc nd the Act. 

:\fr. HYKT£S : Something has been said in 
connection \vith the sngar industry. \Ye find 
that the su~ar indm-:.tt·y }., in a rnuch n1orc 
proepel'ous condition to-day than it \Vas in 
1912, r hen it was first covered by an award 
of tlw Arbitra tio•1 Court, \Yhic'h ha.. pre
sc1·ibcd a pretty high rate of 'ivages when 
cc·mp red with the wages paid on the 
Darling Dowm ior instance. In 1912 the 
nurr1bcr of growers of sugar-cane in Queens
land \Vas 4:23R; the sugar producpd was 
130,060 tons; tho average price of cane 
was £1 2s. per ton; and the value of 
tho cron was £1,453,764. In 1922, after an 
a'iYard had bc('n operating in the industry 
fer ten years, the number of growNs had 
incful~Cd t-o 4.700; the sug_Lr produced 1vas 
288,928 tons; the average price was £2 lls. 
4d. per ton of cane: and the valtw of the 
crop £8.363,815. That means that tho 

had become pros:wrous b~· reason 
the fact that they had been brought under 

an ~\rbitration Coui't awar,d, and that their 
industry had been legislatc.d for by the 
Labour parlv. I interjected laGt nip;,ht. >Vhen 
the deputy leader of the Country party was 
'peaking, and he replied that the sugar 
industry enjoyed abnormal conditions, that it 
had a protective tariff, and that it had been 
spPcially J.,,;~islatecl for, and thcrefm·,· could 
not be cited as an instance where the appli
cation of a'ivard::; to rural indu_,tries had been 
a success. I 'vish, however. to point out 
that ><.:incc the sugar agrccn1ent can1e into 
existence the world's parity has always been 
in excess of the amount paid for sugar in 
Amtralia. So where does the protection 
come in? \Ve find that granulated sug'ar in 
Oucen,~hncl to.dcty is costing the consumer 
~~d. t,) c'd. per lb., and that the sanw sugar 
in London is co,ting the consumer 8d. per 
lb. \Ye find that the rever'e obtains in the 
butter industry. According to this morning's 
"Courier," the world's parity is 140'. per 
c"·t., which runs out at ls. 3d. pPr lb.; 
w1wreas locally rmtter is bringing 224s. or 
2s. por !h. to the consumer. Is not that 
protection' Th0 butter· producer hrus a 
higher protection than the 5ngnr-grow~'r. and' 
he can \Yell afiDrd to be brouo:ht \vithin ih" 
scone of the .\rbitration Act." Tlw 'J1Ccches 
of hon. 111embrrs OPlJositc ar0 a11 lmld{'rc]a:;:h. 
dco;;jgnf'd to an)lcal to the l)l'P.indJc(';;; of CP~J-
8Cl'Yfttivc-mindcd eh~cto: in· thPir di-trict~. 

Hon. members opposite knmY that it io 
high timf' all incllnt.r.ic:::; -wcro brnug:ht T~ ithia 
the ccopc of tho Indu trial J.r1Jitration A.:t. 
T~1cre is nothing to be s1 id f!gainst" it. I 
havo aln?Rdy ~aid that the a1tcrnrttivc i:-:; 
dir0ct action' or a rou"d-ta ble confercnee. J 
have had some experience of the lattf'r. and' 
I know that t.he workers get no prntPction 
from a round-tahle conference at all. The> 
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1vJn member for l\lirani knows sorncihing 
ab_n~t round-t.1Lle <:or:fcren; c~s. and I ~un 
,_,·oin<r 1:1 ('spose n little scheme \Yhich 1hc 
hon. ~ Jnemlwr had in hand hack in 1906. 
·.·chich "·as the first time \Ve attempted to 
I'Cgulate coDditions in t.ht:-~ sugar industry. 

The SECRET.\RY ~OR I'liBLTC LA';DS: Do vc,v 
rerncmLer the time he "scabbed"? · 

:VIr. HYNES: Yes. This is an extract from 
the report in the ;','laekay " Pioneer" of 14th 
April, 1906, of a. conference hold on the 9th 
of that month between representatives of the 
Pionet~r River F£~.rn1ers and Uraziers· 
Associati•Jn and the Sugar "\Yorkers' L-:--nio11~ 

<; The Pioneer RiYer Farmers. and 
Graziers' Associ,-·.tion \\ •._re Tt)1n·c :'~llted 
by lHessh. Adams. Swayne, Belclin. and 
Johnson, and the Sugar \Vorker.,' Union 
by Nlossrs. Harringion, Du.c1n, lVIadigan, 
and s,,-an. The following Inr:-xinHln1 
rates were agreed upon:-

(1) On flat srrnb or fore't land vhe1 ~ 
t h" f''.:Cocds 18 tons to the acre, 
th~~ for cnttint; and loading into 
dr:1..~vs or 1vago11s shall b._' 3s. per 1 un. 

(2) On the "all>£' de.<rription of la11d 
wlH·n portable tranlline i . .; u~·eJ tho 
rates shall be 3s. 6d. per tou, to include 
tho laying and lifti11g of raib and 
hauling of truc\s. for which puri)osc~ 
the gro\vcrs s>all pro\·ic1o horses. 

(3) On Rimi!ar lrctl(] where the tun· 
n 1gL: is from 12 1.0 18 tons int'lU)iYc 
the rato fol' dl'a\· en· Fa£!;on to L·:: 3.~. 
6d. and for tra 1 1~li11e 4~. ih:r ·LOlL)' 

Mr. BwAYXE: Tell u, \dJat the' pri:·c of 
('Uno was then. 

Mr. IIYXES: 
'" (-~) In ~hC3 -where tl1c port8 Llc 

trtunlino is n~ccl the <H -o:..·i·J.tiOIL 
requests the groWPl" to a~ -i ~ -in }H': par
ing: the track to the field on which to 
la~· tho rails---\\-ith ,,~r-rifier or uthcr 
hc;1 so implcn1('l1U 

(5) \Ylwre tbc crop does net ,., rcd1 
12 ton'-' P('l' a·crc or is grown D!l lnl1 
su·ub th0 contract r(ltc to bo ]pft to 
th<' gro\ver aud contractor to 1nutuall, 
agr('C upon. 

(6) That the '" ociation can· e to be 
drawn up b:, a member of the legal 
profp~sion a forrn of agrcctnent con~ 
taining among,t its conclitior1s (a) That 
when the cane is burned a deduciion of 
b. p0r ton be made in the contract 
price. 1

' 

Tbat meaut that the cutter would gd 2s. a 
ton tor cu1ting bnrnt cane under this 
g;cncrOU> agTCCl11Cllt-

"(/;) That 20 p<.'r cent. of the moncv duo 
be retained by J.he grower or his ;gent 
until the completion of the contract to be 
forfeited in casP of its non.fulfilment. 
(r) ~~lso a clause providin;r the penalty 
for absence of cutters from work through 
avoidable cause. such penalty to be cal
culated upon the length of absence from 
\•vork, b:· fDrfeiture of earnings according 
to average for the crushing season. (d) 
On the oll1er hand, Rhould the emplover 
wilfully hinder the < anecutters in the 
performance of their contract he shall fmd 
them work at the same rate." 

This is the important part-
" In the case of \1.-at{cs n1cn for canP

cutting, the rateR to be 5s. per day and 
found; or, in the O\'ent of the worker 

finding himself, to be allowed ratiol• 
rnonc:.". The rcJto ot wage.:; for h•:rso
dri vcrs during the <"rushing Reason h- be 
25s. per week up to three horses and 
found; and oYer tln<:'e horses tlw rote to 
l1e 30s. per 1reek and found. For llo0ing 
and general \vork, during the whole ;<'Car 
round a rate of 3s. 4d. per day and 
found." 

Mr. SW.-\YNE: The price for cane then was 
only 103. per ton. 

;yir. HYNES: I want to direct attention to 
the despicable tactics that. were adopted by 
the l1on. m0n1bcr for ::\1irani nnd hi ns . .:ociates 
in c-onnection with this conff''~cncc. This go,_-s 
down as a ela~sie in the lndu,trial hi~1ory of 
Cuoensland. \Yc find tiHJ.t. at that particnl.u 
conference the tl1rec n1 '11 who were takt•n 
from the fi0lds to rcpn ,pnt the workt•rs knew 
!iOthing about the term;<\ u~ed in frarning 
industrial agrecrnn1t:". The hem. rncrnber for 
I~1irani and his a~soC'iatc~ had insPrted in the 
agrecn1ent the wurd·,, " The rnaxirr1um rn te 
slu!l be." Thc7 dclibcratelv used the \vorcl 
.. llHtXil11LUil n ill the p}are ~of " lllinirnurn,n 

and the lPgal position was that, 1f the 
L. rn:ers pa.id in cxce'--~ of C•.. per ton for 
cutting cane, or 3s. 4d. a day for wages, they 
would be hr.•aking the agre('ment; but 
they had the liberty to pa: as little as t.hey 
1ik£'d under the rate~ ~et out in that agree-
1110llt. That was a round-table conference. 
That is \\hat thc.'c want to go back to. They 
always had Hw privilege' of being ahL-. to swing 
the big har:umcr on the~ \Vorkcrs who rnot thcru 
in conference. That is wh_y \\'8 want the pro
tection of the: C''Jnrt. \Y P want thf' protPcLiun 
of 1 he court for all workers in Queensland. 
I have prm re! that \\·hue th< court has fixed 
nu u \Yard eoYPring rura] industrialists not 
o~<ly the wo,·kor has benefited. but the farm0r 
has bencEtcd to a phenomenal extent. That 
is the ea~c in the sugar indn-:try in Queens· 
lend, ani in the fruit industrv in South 
c\us1ralia a1Hl VietoriJ. W" fi,;d that tho 
:·pplicaticn of aw<>rclo to manufacturing indus· 
l :·ics ha· had the same effect. and ha5 led 
''' an iucrc,tsc in the ontput per hc<>cl of the 
OLWratiYes who arc furctioning in the parti
cular industries co1·crecl by those awards. 

;y[r. MoRGAN: That is because of the use 
of up-to-date rr.achincr,.::. 

:VIr. HYNES: I find on looking at the 
Commonwealth "Year Book" for 1922 that 
the nlue of the output frnm the Queensla.nd 
factories in 1916 was £25.541.024, and in 1921, 
1·lwn practically the whole o£ tlwse industries 
had been covered b,, Arbitration Court 
awards, the ya]no w;s £39,783,678, or au 
iur0as0 during the operation of the Act o! 
£14.242,654. The output per emplo;cec for 
1916 is Yalncd at £631, '<11cl in 1921, after thn 
iJCdustrios had been co,·crcd Jr.· a.y, Hds, the 
yaluc had increased to £921, showing an 
mcrcase of £282. 

:Cdr. DEACON: Tell us something about the 
cc~t of liYing. 

:VIr. HYJ\l',S: \V c ban done something 
with reRpect to 1 he cost of li ,·ing by imro. 
ducing price-fi-xing legislation. \Vc >lave 
incre:tscd the cffecti vr \vage of tlw \vorkerf. 
and tlw farmers haYe aho benefited as a 
result of that. 

Mr. MoRGAN: The hon. member is speaking 
with a good deal of latitude. He is talking 
all oror the place. 

:VIr. Kmw,\K: If he gives you enough rope, 
you will hang yourself. . 

jJ!r. IIynes.] 
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Mr. HYT\ES: I desire to point out the 
fallacy· of the argument adduced by hon. 
member' opposit0, who state that, if we 
keep do\Yl1 the wages in the rural industries, 
1ho consunwr '"--·ill benefit. The rcyerse is the 
poe.ition. The consumer will not benef1t, and 
tho producers then will be at a distinct 
advantage when compared with industries 
that :-tn_· coYPred by ay, ards. By bringing 
them undc1 the operation of lhr: a"·ard.; and 
1ncrcv~:jy,g the \\'nges. :you arc inrrea.sing the 
purclu~ i1~g po\Y0i' of 1hP lllfl..jor portion of 
the cun~urncrs of the State. That is an 
cconn1nic fact that 1 <:e cannot get [nYay frorr1. 
The \'."{!l'ker~ fonn the maj Ol' portiou of the 
c.cncumeJs in the St .. tc, and, if .. ou reduce 
their you rPduco their ~purcha .. ing 
po :or, consequently thoro i·, no demand 
for the products produced within the State. 
I rnajnt:ur-;. that tlH l'(' is no rea ~on \rhy the 
-workcr:3 in the rural inllu~trics uf Queens
laud houlcl not be coyered bv au ~.\rbitration 
Court f'\Y<,rd. ~ 

Mr. YO\YLE6 (Da/IJy): Tho hou. member 
~or Tow11sville ( un1nlcllced his ren1arks by 
~aying that the nm(~ndnH:nt:s to be proposed 
by th,• Opposition cli c loscd the hand of the 
',\-\Cau•r. lie- wont back into the dt,rk ages 
that \Ye ht'an1 ~rncthlng about a few days 
.ago in thi:; Charnbc'l'. l-Ie referred to 1 ho 
Empc•ror Diccletlan fi.~ing thu rate of \-Vage", 
in rural indus, ric,.; and also fixing la-wyers' 
fees. 1 \-vould n ruinJ hirn aho that it \-ras 
rustcrnarv for the :-cnn.tOl'S in tho~t.: daYs to 
wear trw" toga a-~ the' inslg:;ia of office,~ liko 
the Spl'akcr'~ 011ly la~t night the 
1iini~JP1' in charge~ the' Bill ~aid that, if 
,,n' looked 10 the utt•'rancc~ oi the· late Sir 
Samuel Grif!ith. we ·.ould find that in 1890 
he adnJLatNl !ha< a man ,]wuld n'cl'iYe a 
fair reward for his laboul". \Yhich would bP 
sufficic'n( to kc<•p him and his depcndenb in 
rcasonaL1e co~nfort. I± Yuu look furth(~r 
back. YOu ;cii I fiud that the first Strrto in 
Au:-.tral:an hi~tury 10 recognise tho prir!ciplo 
of a ba:.ic \Yag'--' wa~ Victoria, wht>1l Sir 
~\l0xnnd'_'l' I\ __ 'rtfX~ck. th~ tbl'n Pn~rnier, i!tho
duced his Shops nnd F.1rtoric~ Act, rPgnL ting· 
the hours of v--ork und the lo-west 1 ~ te of 
wagE'·" to bo pard. There i~ nothing ne·· iu 
that principle. If you eycn look illto tho 
hictory of prcyiuuc· Govcrnrnents in <:u __ c-n~-
1and you \~--ill find t1Ja1: a good rnan.Y of the 
principles which arc contained in the prin
cipal Ac:t and in the humanitarian legislation 
which we hear so much about to be found 
nn our ~tatutc--book \YCl'C plncPd thcro long· 
before tho ach·cnt of this Labour GoYnn
mcnt; ~et the:, rehB0 to gi ·-- e CTctE t: to _t.ho 
GoYCl'·dnPnts \Yhich pas::oed that lcg:.-,btlon. 
Tht__ GcYPrnnwni arc eYCl'\ dnv an1cnclinp: in 
tho dirce:rlon that \Ya.::: ~ufigc-·tprl b\7 mcmb,-rs 
of the Oppooition during .recent Parliament~. 
EYCl'Y principle that is b1·ought fonYard no'.V 
to hP ·1;!accr1 on the: ~tatutc-book v-ra~ 
fonY. rd by hon. rtJcntber~ nn this ~ide 
tho 1:· 1 three or fcur vea'"''· and tlwv were 
-wrorf!inl1v rcfnscrl bv th" GoYC'l'llHL'L~ h( n 
thl:,· ' crC ::_,o broug:ht fcH'"\Yard. The he 1. 

n1cmber for To•-;JBYil1P spoke about th 
dPputy leader of the Country part.r . h~:inu,· 
dt'puteJ to rc•pl:vT to a nwa~urc v;luch 1:-:; 
a.ln1o:,: csc:.cnti,lll- a cnuntry one. ~\'i }y~ 
ex-1cadrr of th0 ·country pc1i·t~T. I aprn·cr:iah~ 
1Yh~t t hn leadr ;· of the Oppt .ition ha-; clone 
in drpt•ting- to the .Countrv pHt:· th" cpcn· 
ing of the diseusp,]on on a Bill tha ,_ ic-; c~sPnti
allv a. country one. It is not a ne\v practice 
in~ thi~ Chan;b0r, because the hon. wernbcr 
has got to rnalisr> that we arc two di,tinct 
~art:P~.-one to lC'ok after country intcresb 

[Mr. Jiynes. 

Act Amendmenc Bill. 

and the other to look after industrial and 
metropolitan interests. It is thndore nnlv 
a fair thing that the line of demarcation 
flwuld be defined, and where it is , ..... ,,uti a l 
in such nratters as ,., e are in' f'resh'd \V-~ 
should be given the opportunity of l1 
on it and giYing our views. 

:VIr. PE' 'iE: ThaL J' not what \Yilli11m 
::VIorris Hu'l"hf's said. 

",\.lr. VO\YLES : The hon. member for 
To• ·r~sville, too. was ratllcr inconsi''tent in 
~urnc c;£ hi~ rnrunrks. Heforence \Yru rnado-
1Jv hin1 to a rircn!ar letter ~vhirh =·1ll'. Gr0en, 
ll1c• ex-nif:"l1bcr for To\Ylls\·illP. evidently 
seu;, round to son1r, of hi3 branch dPpartnrents 
r .· in stllllP other direction, and it wa~ 
cl:. iinccl that, a· rlt>putv lcackr oi the United 
party, he was ovrwsed to gi\·ing a fair ,~·ag.e. 
·Yc:t is it not on l'('Con1 that }fr. T. L. ,Jone-:, 
-.,,ho as onrc a :-upport0r of thi.: GoYcrn-
111' nt. ar::.d ho contc~t cd a ~0at ln the r0cent 
f'kr·tion in the intcrc:::t-1 of ·this GoYernincnt~ 
YVt nt _into 1hl~ _\rbi!rati<?n Cou

1
rt anc~ fought 

a el~um for \Yage~ O,> ht:-_; cnlp1nye( ? 
OrposrTIO;-.J ::\lE:\IBEH' : l-IP u, hear l 

1\h. VO\YLER: Ll't u~ go " little bit 
fnrth('r in th0ir incon~i~t0ncir~. Y\-·ere we not 
tolcl b• 110 l0ss an authoritv than the "Daily 
Sltuld~lrd," the offieial orian of 1h{~ Laboul~ 
pi!rt, , that e>-·C'n during th0 l:tst ch:ction 
non-nnlon n1011 printt'd the placards "\.,. ute 
for L 1bour" in Brisbarw: (Laughter.) 

=.\Ir. KIRVv'_\X: \Yhat is th{lt } ou said·~ 

:\l r. V(J'I\"LES: The ''Standard" is res[10ll
sible fDr thi:-; ~httt'H1C~lt--that 11011-uuion 1ncn 
v u·t~ n',;;;.pon~ible for printing the plaeanl~ 
'' Yotc for Labour" at the recent election. 
(He ,1(-'W<'d lmrghtcr.) 

1\Tr. Kmw.\N: Yon \\·ithdra\1' that "' far 
as I a111 concerned. 

::VIr. YO\YLES: It is onlv natural that 
legislation, such as indu~tr'ial Jcgi:.;lation, 
::-Lonlc1 L_, anrc·ndcd fronr time to time'. \;Ye 
ha YC to k00p abreast of the times, and \Ve 

h:1' C' to kf'pXJ ahrca,-;t of the inaccurac-ic,, and 
shor1coming:::. of our legislation, \.Yhich aro 
only obYiou.-i \Yhen th0y have been put into 
operation. v:e WNe tolcl by the Sccrntury 
for Public \\-orks that, so fa,· "' the qUC'·tion 
of ar1prenticcs "\Yas concerned, tho po~ition 
haL~ arisen that thc~ro wa.~ a Rhortagu of 
.skillPd labour and a prppoudorancc of 
tu~~·killed lal:onr in n1any pL-te0s. Such a 
po:,i tion is to be regretted, and the SPcrutar.J~ 
fm Public \\" ork., tried to ,1.Jov, that the 
fault dccs not !in with his d0partmen"t and 
th" lcgislatio,J. Tlwt 'hL mcnt is rather 
renldrkalJle to rnc. I certainly an1 not ycry 
llillC'h in touch 1.' ith tho insiJc running of ihe 
drlJi~~ntic c.::l!ip que rion. Lnt I hcl\'t:' r·'~u: 
ih( 1ll'w·vapt-rs fnnn time to tiruc, anJ I 

~_.,)P('Cially in the pa~t year, coi11-
c the injn~ticc which is being done 
outh of the State hv the fact that 

do' not h:-tve the pri\ ilci'o of learnlus a 
a'' tlwv should hcYe. I 11oticed at 

tiP,-" t1 ~~t there "\Yal a n1arkcd 
011 thF part" of the tn. and 

the ),linister ,,·ho ' as in of tlH~ 
clt-pnrt·r1011t at that tirno 

Tlw SI"CRETIHY FOR Pr·B'.!C \\"ORJ{:i: \\"hic·h 
c1C]Jartrnt'llt do yon tnean? 

::\fr. V(l"\','LES: The depart .wnt in char\'"C 
of the matter. 

Tlw SECRETIRY nm PLBLlC \\'OP.KS: The 
D{~}l .rtwnnt of Public \Yorks h,-~ ncYCl' had· 
P0~1 trol of apprent1- 'S. and \Yill not have· 
until after tJ10 pa"·~·1~;o of thi B111. 
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Mr. VOWLES: ·whoever it mav have bPcn 
Ternained silent. Th(! SPcretar"" for Public 
VYork_J in those~ days \Yas a prl,~atc n1ember, 
and I never henrd him get np in his place in 
thls I-Iou~e and ]HJillt. out tlw shortcon1ings 
and ask that they be rcctil'tccl. 

The SECRET.\RY FOll PCBLIC \YuRKS: I \vill 
quote som(' of my GTn speerhcs :now if you 
lik0. (Laughter.) 

:\fr. YO\YLE:-J: It has been mv miofortunc 
c~u ruany O('ca.-:ions to hnYC 'sat in thi:-; 
ChambeJ' and li--~eucd to ihc-ru, and I do 
ll01 wi.'lh to f.: t here no\Y and h<J vc then1 
iuf!icted on 1ne again. 

li is g<'lH_'rally r0cogr~iscd that the law 
relat.ing to apprentices should he altered in 
thu direction of giviug to the :outhful 
Jul'rnhc•rs u£ thL• conunurntv of this Stat•• the 
advantages aud privilcge~J ~of learning trades. 
\Y c were iJld !a,l night that an innovation 
is to be intl'oduced so thai, app1·entices in 
the futnru need uot be apprenticed to one 
particular indiYiJuaL but 111ay be pas,:;cd 
from job to job. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'rBLIC \YORKS: That 
''a:; l'CnclercJ. npcessarv b\· the cor;ditions 
existing in <·prl a in calllngs.v 

:'1-Ir. VUIYLES: Chw of the largec,t 
employer· of labour is the Dr•)1artment of 
Public \\"ork,. and I wish to know if the 
yonths of the city arc t.o ha vo the privilege 
d Lccmuing a)>fHnnticcd to the department? 

The SECHE'l'.\RY FOR p LBLlC \\' ORKS : Y f '· 
...\:-) a. nlatlc·t· of fact, the deparunent at tho 
l'l'! ~-pnt tinw has fifty appreuticcs. 

hh. VO\YLES: That provision i,, ali 
righL. proYide 1 the yoL!ths are to get the 
DdYa1Jtrq;c"' hut, if tbr ,c advantage" aro 
1 o Le ext•'nc!ed in 0110 direction. they should 
Le- extended in other directions: n1ore parti
cular]" i u connection with the dcctrical trade 
<.1lld si~111ilar cailings, \VhcrP ther0 is going to 
lw, in tlw future, a big dumaud for skilled 
bbour. · 

The Sr:CRETIRY FOR PrBLrc \ram's: That 
io !he trouble now: 40 per cent.. of the boy,; 
'· i~h to be app;_·entit L>d to the electrical 
tr<<de. 

l\lr. YO\YLE:-J: Exac·tl.v. because sec 
iu the future gr0at opportunit tf'8 big 
"\\ rq.?'f'S. l ;;-ny ihc.J should hrn o ihosr- oppor~ 
tunitics. I not icP) too. that th0re i~ goillg 
to bP. j11troduc0d i1Ho 1hi~ lr•giP-1ation the 
follo· ;In(.~ pant?raph: --

" In cas(-~ •·,·he· e fiYo or 1noro 
IX r~·o11s, or ~dlPginc~ tlll'mselves to 
be partner;-;. aro working ]l association 
in a11y c:tllint, Ol' itHln~tr~-, t'ach of such 
perwn oh ell be elm .1·d as- and be deemed 
J·o be n n PmployC'c; a,nd tho partn<:rsh1r) 
firm COli::'Jitulcd b.c- them. c. al10ged so 
to be, shall dPetucd to bo !.ho 
c•rnplo' t'I' <J.i !"nch poLOJl." 

nn1 ju~t \Vondcring ~1. heth01- that i:" intended 
io aficl't that d;:s,..;; or ind:::.Yidnal jn whoru 
t.he hm1. 1no1nbPr fo1· I-1_c_ bert ~aitl qni1-e 
rec{'ntl.v hP \'. <JS so iJJt0J C'stcd. That j.~ the 
Italian~. \lho in :\orth ( Ul'CnslruJcl bv their 
co-operative ntt tholls h:n:0 r·,-·tll~)li:-)hl'd farrns 
anrl \YorkPd tlwru to tl1l~ir n1ntnal ll~~ne{lt and 
[II'Ofit. 

l\Tr. l'i'" tre all 1mdcr 
the Arbilr<ltion (1\\·ard-.. 

1\lr. VOY\LES l\I v point 1s, that in 
hltting- at thi~ 111di' tdnal ...- ou are showinc,. 
your ol1jcci iun to ernploye0~ banding them~ 

tog0thcr in a partnerehip for eo-opera
and to their thrift and adYalltagc. 

i:ntcrprctatil)D o£ that provision) 
ask tlw Secretary for Public 

Y\'urks rt auothQl' stage a qucs1ion in order 
~., C' nuty know t x:aetly \vhom this pro

is lwing aimed at, and what will be 
'' cLod. 

To my mind, the most important alteration 
t~J cxi·~ting law is thls ~in1ple litt.le pro

on !he face of it, which reads-
" In prov-iso (i.) of scct.ion 5 of the 

principal Act. all words from and includ
' o1· to 11Crsm1~ cltgaged ' to the end 

prm·iso (i.) are repealed." 

Th<· word, do J'•Jt S•'em yor.v much, but tho 
t ill r11y ·Upinioll, is gving to be very 

lt mc1ns that all clas-'cs of persons 
-,;(n-kor.o; ·>'ho hitherto have been excluded 
ft-om tlw opera!.ions of the Industrial Arbi
tmtion ; ct--aro now t.o be included. It 
includes th,: farrner in everv direction in 
1 hi~h tho fanners ,;ork. As- I said in the 
l '.rly stage of this rnP:tsure, until such ti1no 
a3 th· Uovrrnn:ent are able to :::.hov., that tho 
~n~~n ~lrirn~ri1:7 • engaged jn the agricultural 
t.nuu~t1·y-tnat I:"_, the be -,s or tho crnploycr
J~ a}Jlf' to get out of tf1e indnstry sufficieitt 
J'Fll1Ullcr 1t:on fur hi1nself antl n1ernbers of 
his family actiYd_v <mgagcd in the industry 
to. P.a=.- !ht'Hl a ba ~ic wage, it \.'\'OU}d be 
(Tlunnal t l in1ro"'"~ conditions on him so far 
:.s labour i" concl'l'nod as it will mean that 
!<i:' uuployees \Ylll i0t rnore out of tho 
mdu try than he will himself. I lay it down 
a. a -~·r·nt•raJ principle that artificial wages 
~.hou!<t 11ot be er en tcd in an'' industrY unless 
: -Jli <'fC:l te artifi('ial pnce~ in orler that 
thn co:-:t ::"hall b<~ pa.~~·-;;t'd on 10 somebod\ elsf-, 
therelJy . justifyiug the incrca::n in \\ages 
u_.' the mcreased co·t of the commodity. 

This amondiug Bill shows the ncceqsitv oi 
giving due con~idc1:ation to the legislavtion 

._, throngh the Hou"'· It exemplifies the 
t~a! freqn~nt ~-lllC1Hhnent..3 arc rw"e·~,\::)ary 

111 ex1shng lcgl::Jlauor~· and th8.t, a.'j :t r•·stdt 
of the hurry-scnrJ':.' that Lnt on prcviulidy, 

~e e nm1· have !o de d with t.wo 
[5 p.m.] Acl .. That \vould not have !;con 

nc·"'CS~cll'J had tin1e been gjn;u 
~-hr•n thr Suprernc Court an? the ~Iagi~ttahHJ 

( rq:rt ~\f't:i 1.\'Crt~ under COllSider .. tlOD, bocau ,e 
tl:osc rn.attrrs 1-ronld have been poilltoll ont 

thn tnnc. .A.1l'Hh-2r n1attor deals ··.vjih sec
S o i tt•c prmcipa l Act, "'hi eh rec.ds-

" Without limitillg tho of 
tl,c of the court. comt m a v 

an a~~-ard VYitl-1 rcforLnco to a 1:.tli
jng or cc~llir;g·-

" (1,) The conrt. shall l1e cntit.ind to Cdll

sidnr the vrospcrity of the calling." 

down io sub -•ction ('.-iii.) d 
~1 r~.:fcr-_ to 

in p•rticnb-:_ 
to 

it is prop,)s~~d to 1c~J thi~ new ~ulJc}n,n')c-
'' Ordering that where an 8.' ;:.1 -! ha.s 

fixed a sh.:trting tin10 and a ceasing tin:.: 
for cn1plo.T-cf'·', engaged in any callln:;- it 
shall not be ]a;dul for any p0PO't to 
work at such calling outsid" of such fixed 

llb·. rmcles,] 
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hour'<, subject. however. to such exemp
tion as the court in &uch a \1 ..1-rd rnay 
determine.'' 

1 do not know v,-llat the intent of that is, 
Lut I would like the :\linistor at a btcr st~ge 
1 o 1 "t. us kno\v oxactly the reason for 1 hat 
alteration. lt appears to me that a man 
will not be entitled to go inside his own 
pren1isos afte>r ccrtai:n ,.·orking hours eyen 
to clean up, or to attr _ld to his book:-:, or 
do the hundred and e>ne things that a.n 
employer should be entitled to do as a m::tltt'r 
of right in his own premi .es at \vhateYer 
1ime he likes. H such rc,trictions arc to be 
in1poscd, you are nnne<':,.,·sarily interft>ring 
with the lif.·ertios of the inclividu:-tl 

I see pro v-lsion i.s to be n1ade concerning 
dornestic serYani "''· I am not qnito clear 
,,lwther it is the intention to regulate the 
wages of dorrw<;:tic servants. Ti1e Dill s-in1ply 
:•r,ys that the ccurt shall have power to dder
nline the n1axit1lUln number of workiHg day::; 
and hours in ~nv \H~ck in \Vhich dmnestic 
~ervants are to ',;o~·k. There is nothing rong 
witb that, and in any -d<,cent househDld s'lch 
a pracdce has been in vogue for a considC'r
ablP time. Dome;;tics aro not the slaves the 
1wople on public platforms would lead the 
[;<'!oral public to believe they ar.c. 'lhcie 
bours are regulated. 

An 0PPOSITIO:of JYiniBER : They , regula t~ 
them themselves as a rule. 

Mr. VOWLES: They have plenty of eparc 
time. The only thing is that there is a limi
tdtion so far as the week is cone ncd. Ii 
you arc going to create such a rat-:, of wRgc,:; 
as will correspond ·,yith the basic wftge or 
anything in propo.rtion tD it, you are g-oing 
to inflict, an injnRtico on t1"e en1ploycr and to 
iPcrease unemployment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NaRKS: \VhaL 
is the female basic wage now? Take the 
,-aluc of board from that basic wag,· 

Mr. VOWLES : The point is that, where 
r,eoplc have not a supcrabundanc' of cash 
jt \:>.till nw·1.n that any til11_C when the 
ntothC'r of 21JCh rt fan11ly requires assi~ta .:CL' 
it will be bcyoud her power to get it. and , v 
you are going to do an injustice to hPl'. 

I have had experience in connection '':it.h 
industrial troubles in the countrv in <t small 
·way. I notice that novv a pers~n who per
forms a certain cL ss of work, ,.-hethcr 
requested to do so or not, and whether with 
tlw knm·- ledge of his employer or not, is 
entit-led as a matter of right t<J r .. ceive the 
Lghcst- rate of wages under any award for 
1he class of work that ho does. I havn soon 
nwny cases of irnposition upon ernployers. 
:\lc'l who were employed ac general labonrcrs 
hcvc dono something outside of that c-mploy
lnt~nt, and so rna·de the employer rc:::;por:~iblP 
for paying him at tho rate fixed fM that 
nntside -...vork. Supposing a rrwn on a farm, 
doing ordinary farn1 \Vork, is asked to start 
:an r>nginc-it tnay take hin1 only hYe rr1lnutc._.; 
-ond ho spends the remainder of the rla:· 
n t his ordinary agricnltnral work, he v.:(JUld 
be 0ntitled to the highest rate of wagco 
'' pplicable to the work he had performed 
during those five minutes. I say that is out 
of all rc·1son. If the principle is to apply, 
i~ should be in this form-that, unles3 the 
employer can be shown to have acquiesced in 
1 hP employee dDing that work, he should not 
b<' held responsible. 

Mr. \VEIR: A good case in the court, but 
not here. 

[2J,Jr. Vowles. 

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill will compel the 
employer to pay the higher wage6 whether 
he knows or not. 

Mr. \VEJ}t: The court will decide il,. 

The SEdllETARY FOR l'UBLIC \VORKS: I will 
explain all that later. 

Ylr. VO\VLES: I want the hon. g. ·ttleman 
to explain it clearly when we got into Com
mittciJ. I notice that the G-oYernnwnt havE< 
intro-duced the pri11ciplo of rctrospocti,-ity. 
\\Thether a pcr~on has any knowledge or not 
o[ certain a.wards, an order may be made 
rC'trospcctivo. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \V ORKS : The 
Court has ahva0 , had po\\ er to make retro
spective award'. It is often done now wrth 
the consent of the 1 wo partie.,. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is done when a person 
has a knowledge of what is g·oing on. Sub
clause (3) of ~Jause 10 roads-

" Failure to grve notice to any porson 
oi all or any of the proceedings leading 
up to any award bindinp; upon him shall 
not invalidate m· be deemed to have 
irwatidated any award, but such person, 
if he considers himself prejudiced by 
· uclt award, may apply to the Court to 
,-ary the same~ and the Court may vary 
the san1e accordinglj in such manner and 
to such extent as it thinks proper, and 
r.auy give l'etrospect.ive Dperation to any 
such variance of c:uch a\vard." 

The SECRETAHY FOR PFBLIC \\'om;:s: \Vhat 
is wrung- with that'! 

ML VO\VLES: It is the principle Df 
rdrospcctivity that I object to. lt i-. a wrong 
principle, and people \\·ho enter mto a busi
ness contract are prcju·diccd to so1ne extent. 
You will find in big contracts let to-day that 
there is a clauH~ which 1nake9 provision for 
un alteration u£ prrcc if thoro is an altera
tion of the award and an alteration in the 
rates of pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLlC vYOHKS: I will 
explain all that in Committee. 

Mr. \"0\\'LES: That is what I am asking 
the hon. gentleman to do. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOJ:KS: 'What 
about the employers' organisations? 

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill simply gives them 
power 10 rcgi~tor thcrnsel~'C."- as in:dustric~J 
orgar1isations. The following prov1s10ll IS 

ad clod to the definition of ''employer":-
" A person carrying on a calling in 

\Yhich employees are usually employed rs 
an crr·ployor, nDtwithstanding that for 
the t,ime being he does not employ any 
employe(. therein." 

I would iike to ask the :\1inistor whether it 
is Hw mtcntion to give a pcrwn who nnder 
GI-Jjnarv circun1stanccs would ernploy labour 
hut at the time is not employing labour the 
l:cnefit of this pro.-ision. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOR'CS : It gives 
thorn the benefits of that clause. It also 
a pp lies in other directions. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it applies in other 
directions. I would like to know if that is the 
intention, beLau,se that may be " yery laud
able object, but it-applies in another -direction 
which may be harmful. It is a machmery 
Bill. and we shall be able to get more infor
mation in Committee than on the ,econd 
reading. The principles are there: Certain 
persons who previously were exempted as 
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the result of the action of tho Legislative 
Council aro now to bo brought under tho 
Act. I remom1Jer when the Wheat Pool Bill 
was going through reading the remarks of 
-the lion, Mr. Dunstan, who said he would 
.-,ever rest until all employees were brought 
under the Arbitration Act. 

Mr. DASH: You used it against him in the 
:\fara:Jo2. 

Mr. VOWLES: I used it against him in 
the Maranoa, and used it vorc effectively, 
w1th the result that ho was defeated. I quite 
agree with what was said this afternoon
that, when the Legislative Council on two or 
three nccasions resisted succfq9ful1v these 
impositions so far as the rural workers were 
concerned, the Government wore in duty 
boun4, after submi~ting to the peoplo the 
"'"esbon of the abohtwn of the l1pper House 
on account of the acts that they had ·done. 
tG rr•-pect the oninion of the majority of 
1 ho people, Thee.· should have recognised 
that the people, more particularly the 
country people, ''"ho voted in such largo 
numbers _for the retention of tho Upper 
l-lous~. chd so because rho m<'mbers of the 
Council had been loyal to. those people and 
had res1stPrl. the_ mq1os1tlon of the priu
-<'Iples of arb1trat10n to th~ir inductries. If 
you arc going to regard the will of the 
people and refer matters to the poop!? at all, 
then the Government should take notice u-on 
at this stage of the opinions of the people 
~,f Queensland, and not bo influenced bv a 
{)Ompact ma·de with the industrial orrrar;i··~
tions who at the Emu Park Conf'crer;cc 
l'Lccntl · . trad~d _awav "c>m0 of their righh 
and thou pnncJples, and tho Government 
dJd the same, for political support, and made 
a compact w1th that organisation that on~ 
of the first pieces of legislation to be put 
on the statute-book would be an extension of 
the Industrial ~\rbitration Act to all classes 
,of ind~1f3trics. and to all persons engaged ~in 
those mdustnes. That is well kno>Yn to bo 
so, and \vhy "hould any Governmeni·. in 
order to fulftl the desire,, of industrial 
organi- at ions, ignore the claims and rio,h·s 
of the people who are prirnarilv affoctel bv 
this legislation, and those are the people wh;, 
have the1r fortunes sunk in thc"o particular 
1ndustnes and a_re respon,':lible for carryjng 
them on? It IS aH very well for hon. 
members on the other side to sav that the 
workers in country districts anl 0ntitlod to 
the same rates of pay or oven higher rates 
-of pay than thoee who work in the cities 
receiv~. That is perfectly true. A man who 
l!v~~ Jn a remote part and who suffers dis
ablhbe~ ~nd has _D?t the pleasures enjoyed b'' 
thc•e \tvmg m c1hes shol!ld certainly n ,;eive 
a h1gne1· rate of. pay. VV"ith our public 
'ervauts we ;·ecogmso that p·inciple, because 
we g1v.o a !ngher ratf' of pay to tho people 
''.'ho l1Yo 1n places remote from civilisa
iwn; But why not get right back to the 
b~gmmng of thm,gs? 1f we are going to 
try to keep these rndustrws going and make 
!hem poss1ble; If wo are_ going to try and 
develop Queensland and brmg people hm·e--

Mr. KIRWAN: Good conditions-that is all 
\Ye want. 

.:\Tr. VOWLES: If we are going to bring 
JlCOp!e here !o help to develop Queensland; 
1f we are going to encourage immigrants to 
come from the other side of the world 
surely ;ve should not impoce conditions i1~ 
connectiOn with their industries that we 
know well those industries are unable to 
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bear! One hon. member quoted the sugar
orkers and the sugar-gro-..vors. 
Mr_ HYNES: And the fruit industrv in 

Victoria and South Au,tralia. -

Mr. VO\VLES: I am talking abol!t Queens
land to-day. The hon. member for Towns
nlle quot.cd the Dickson av. ard, and he said 
that _>H> or: that occasion howled out against 
the lllJUStlcn that was being done_ JY1em" 
bors on both sides of the Hou ·8 at the time 
reahscd how impossible it would be to carry 
O?. the mdustry under those labour con
chtwns. \Yhat \\·as the result? The Dick~on 
award remained in operation for about two 
year~, and there \vas a decroa,ed acreage put 
under cane as a result. I have heard one 
hon member quote figures to show that there 
was an increased yieid. There might havo 
been. a more prolific year, but the fact 
remams that there was a decreased acreage 
under cane, which means decreasc.J wages 
for the men eng·aged in that industry; and 
Jt '':as ow1ng lo the Government of tho day 
!1av1ng to make a new agremnent \vhich 
mcreased the price of sugar that enabled the 
worker to get the benefit of the award and 
the grmver to get a corresponding price which 
>vr>uld Jnstif3 him paying the increased price 
for wages. 

Mr. HYNES: Do vou think the price of 
sugar is too high 9 -

Mr, _YO\VLES: I am not talking about 
the ynce. of "Jugar. Sugar only cmn(~S in as 
~t ~ILlc line. But sugar i;:; an Au;;traljan 
mdustry, and is protected bv an artificial 
.n·~re; and, when you ha ye" that artificial 
pr~cc. you can give· evcry~nc engaged in tho 
Inc.ustry a :-.quare go. lJut nntil you are 
il bl~ to create an artificial price ~for our 
ordu:.:ny farn1 produce--unless jt, can be 
~!lo\Yn t-hat the grower is fir t of a.ll oC'ttincr 
t lw l)asi~ "\\·age out of it-it 'YOl__dd Gbe a~ 
~;~jn5tice- _tu as:~ l~irn to pay the workc:r a 
JJI~hor prr-cc for hh >vork than tho 1nun ·who 
l'rnploys hirn i- r;ctting. 

0PPOSITIO:<i l\InrBERS: Hear, he;,r ! 

:i1r. KEBR (P:nogr;era): I do not think 
there is an~- objection at all to the nrinciple 
of arbrtro.twn so far as the Oppo-ition are 
concerned. It is quite wrono· of the Govcrn
nwnt to infer ih•Jt wo object to the principle 
of arlntratwn. \Yo are tjuito decided in our 
attitndo on that question. There was no 
word in tlw Premier's policy speech in regard 
to th1:3 parhculm: legislation; but, us against 
that, o are qmte av.-aro thrtt .et th,, Emu 
Park Com·entiDn the delegatee, from the 
diiTf'l'l'llt unions pa:,,ed a resolution to brinrr 
all persons. including rural \Yorkors, unde~ 
th0 Indmtrial Arbitration Act. I '\ould like 
to know whEethN the intention is to bring all 
persons under the Act 9 

GoniRXJIEXT :ME~!BERS: Yes. 

Hr, KERR: Hon. members say "Yes_" 
If that is eo. under what conditions do they 
cc:cludo public ccrvants with over £300 a 
year' It doco, not suit tho Government to 
bring that section of workers under this 
lc,-.islation, 

:Mr. LoG.I:-1: :iiembcrs of Parliament, too . 

:Mr. KERR: Yes. This side of the House 
is out to give the farmer the full ro\Yarcl for 
his work, .and to give the man who is work· 
ing on a farm a fair \Yage. But, if tho 
farmer is not getting a fair return for his 
products, how can he pay award rates to 
his employees? If we follow the matter out 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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to its logical conclusion, we find that the 
farmer has only one alternatiye-that is, to 
get rid of his employees, which will causo 
more unemployment. That is not in tho 
interacts of the rural workers of Queen··land. 
If. we turn to the daily papers, we fmd 
adverti·emonts by people asking to be taken 
on a farm to gain experience. That method 
has been cffecti \ e in enabling people to learn 
fanuing before going on to the la.nd on their 
own account. but it will be done away with 
under this Bill. Th(•re is no provis'ion in 
the Bill to permit a man with capital first 
going on the land to gain tho noce:;;sary 
experience. Ho cannot gain that experience 
in a technic::tl college. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NaRKS: It is 
already possil1le to make arrangements for 
agricultural apprentices. 

Mr. KERR: \Ve arc looking for some· 
thing 1nore than agricultural apprentices; -..ve 
are looking for full-grown people, over 
twenty-ono years of age, who want to make 
a living on th~ land. There is nothing in 
the Bill to provide for that, and I hope that 
the Minister will consider amendment,; to 
enable people to gain the rrecc'sarr know· 
ledge of the land before taking it up for 
them" cl ves. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO vVORKS: Have 
you read the principal Act' If you had any 
knowledge of the A.ct you would not be 
making such statements. 

Mr. KERR: I have a knowledge of the 
principal Act, and also of this amending 
rneasuro. There is no gainsaying "\Yhat the 
amendment in this Biil is. I am satisfied 
that when the Minister brings in a measure 
he means to abide by it. In August last 
year there was a Trades and Labour Council 
meeting in Brisbane, called for the purpose 
of dealing with the immigTat.ion qU€··ction, 
·vvhi. h lu1s a good deal to do tvith farn1 
hands. A r0;;;olution was passed, reading~ 

" That the conncil is opposed to any 
Govcrnrnent policy of ilnm_igration and 
market,, and is of opinion that tho Aus· 
tralian V'\rorke1.:/ Lnion should concen
trate on the org·anie·ation of rural 
workers in vie\\~ of the increased imn1i
gration.'' 

The SPEAKER: Order! Tho hon. mcm· 
bel· is not in order in dealing with that 
subject. 

Mr. KERR: If "e want an indication of 
th·.l UoY('rnmcnt 's polic· we ··hall find it in 
thctt. Immigrant., cannot come to this coun· 
trJ and hope to gain €.. ':porionce on a farn1, 
be( luso the farn1er cannot pay the \Yages 
laid down by the Arbitration Court. ine
sr;ectivo of the fact that a man ma,y !Jc pre
pared to take a lower rate of pay in order 
to gnin the necc::::ary experience to ennblo 
him subscquentiy to start for himself. I am 
net talking about men with nothing in tho 
world, but men who arc willing to go on a 
fn rm to learn the business, and subse(1uently 
use thoi r capital in primary production. 
Thrs is just a turn of the wheel which is going 
to solidify the immigration policy of the 
Trades Hall. It is unnecessarv for me to 
say very much about that. " 

GOVERNMEl'<T ]\iiEMBERS: Hear, hear .I 

Mr. KERR : Tho Minister dealt with the 
arbitration question. I do not think that 
any sane person will to-day say that arbitra
tion has not boon detrimental to industrial 
wcrkers. If there rs one wa;· in which it 

[Mr. Ke1·r. 

has been detrimental, it has been in reJt<cintc 
the margin of skill between the skillecl man 
and the nrdinary labourer. In this m~asurc; 
lhore is no provision for the skilled man. 
The question of the margin of skill has been 
fought in the Aribtration Court wee:< after 
"·eek, and there is nothing dealing with that 
in the Bill. 

There is also the apprenti( ,hip que·lion 
Lo be dealt with. vVhen the Dill was being· 
mtroduced I took up the attitude th~t it 
\, ould not meet the situation to deal with the 
quPstion of apprenticeship in the Industrial 
Arbitration Act and make the Act an elastic 
measure, as the :Minister said. It is time that 
we pa~~ed a comprehen'ive measure to deal 
with apprentice,hip. vVe could model it on 
the Victorian statuto passed in 1915. 

The SECRETARY FOR POBLIC WORKS: The 
Victorian Act has been admitted by the Vic
torian Government to be unsatisfactory. 

Mr. KERR: \Ve have progressed during 
the last seven or eight years, I hope, and 
rhcro arc many things in the \7ictorian Act 
which could be improved on to-day; l:,ut I 
clefy the Minister to say that the small amend
ments proposed in this Dill are going to 
meet the situation in regard to apprentices. 
Tho Governrnent have been in po'NCr for a 
c'msiderable time. The first Act pa',sed in 
rc·gard to the apprenticeship question in 
Au<'tralia was assented to in 1823; and in 
1859, when Queensland was sepanted from 
New South \Vales, we followed on that Act. 
There was another Act passed in 1884, ancl 
the Governn1ent have been satisfied to V\'ork 
tmder that obsolete measure. \Vhcn it is 
necessar,,-, and the time is opportune, to bring 
in a co1nprehensive n1easure to deal v.;ith 
apprenticeship, they side-track the whole 
question, and desire to make the pr~sent 
Ir,dustrial Arbitration Act elastic so as to 
deal with the matter. The apprenticr>ohip 
qtH stlon has been handled in Queensland 
under mi ,cellaneous regulations and ncticcs 
during the last eight years. For three or 
four years I have persist0ntly pointed out 
that t.he apprenticeship que,tion is a difficult 
enc. The Government have ackno\\ lodged 
that it is so, but the difficulty is not going to 
be overcorno by this n1ca.sure. \V e had a 
proclamation of ten clauses issued rec:,utly 
with regard to apprenticeship, moro pa1 ticu~ 
lady dealing with the appointment of an 
,\pprenticcchip Committee and suh-commit
l.<'es. That proclamation was issuorl under 
the Technical Instruction Act of 1908, \Yhich 
deals solely with technical college,, and has 
notlnng to do .. ith a pprcnticoship. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YORKS: Ha,·o 
you read the regulations under the lndu,trial 
.Arbitration Act, and ccction 4 of thu c~Ct? 

l\Ir. KERR: There is no reference in the 
proclan1ation to the Industrial Arbitl'ation 
~.\et. 'J:.1he proclan1ation was issued unclpr an 
Act which does not authorise it. but \Yhich 
dcale s'olely with technical colleges. I am 
very sorry indeed that the Minister has not 
seen fit to bring in a ver;,T comprehensive n1ca 
~ure dealing with apprenticeship at this stage. 

In this Bill the Goycrnn1ent ~tl'C '"' i11ing out 
the ago limit for apprentices. I do not know 
what the object is-I hope the :Minister will 

giye an explanation i11 Con1n1ittce 
[5.30 p.m.] -but I trmt that proyision will 

be made whereby a man ovel' 
twenty years of age n1ay recciye at his own 
expense, if necessary. or in ,;;:on1o other ·way 
the necessary experience which will make 



Industrial Arbitration [25 JULY.] Act Amendment Bill. 

him a skilled tradesman It is deplorable to 
~cc Inon drifti11g a,bout fron1 loan \Vork to 
loan \vork, ch~IH.~nding on tho GoY<'l'lll,l.._t:nt 
for cnrploycnent, purely because the"~: lHl Ye 

not had «n opportunit.> of learning a trade. 

Sorncthing should bo done also to give a 
h,cl frcoclorn in selecting a tratle. \Ye knov.
that latelv they haYC b00n selecting appren
tices for "the olcctrica..l trP_de, bo~au~e elec
trical \York is going :.thcad. \Ye should also 
give frocdon1 of action to an employer so 
that ho would be able to say, " I want to 
o~<gage this p,rticular buy." \Vc \Yallt no 
r0,trictio1J 011 the cwp[o,·cr of the boy. 

The SE cREUHY FOR l'1:ELIC \Yo•,Ks: Do you 
not think that any restriction should' bo 
placed on e1nployers or bu~-.:i in regard to 
apprenticeship? 

:Ylr. KERR: :\1ost cloeidely y,·e should pro
tect the bo:' and a' '0 the c.nployer. That 
io one of the rca,oiJS "hy we should hav3 
a eoruprchensivc 1ncasure to lay do,\ n the 
procedure in case of disagTPcrnent, death, 
o.t anv otht r eycntualit':. Last sc,:sion l 
asked "a qw 'tion, '' :d fo,:lnd tiw t out of 5CO 
or 600 bovs a cc.IsideJ able number failed 
in a simnl(; ~nm iu aritlHneLic uwrel'- because 
they ha;l been aw<lY fronr school t.1IlCC thcJ' 
\v~ere fourteen or sixteen years of at;·-'· 8oinc
~hing should be done in regard to this 
education question. It is of outstanding 
importance, Pnd a boy should not bo do
barred for the remainder of his life from 
entering a trade simply because he is unable 
to do a simple sum ill arithmetic because 
ho has been away from school for a couple 
of years. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC \YORKS: Quite 
right. 

Mr. KERR : Very often we should allow 
a boy to join a firm on probation for three 
nwnths without any trouble at all; and at 
the end of that time the employer could 
say whether he wanted to retain him or not; 
but, if he did not wish to keep him. he 
should be bound to g'lYC sound rea~·.on~. I 
agree with the JYiinioter that thue should 
bo son1e proyision for tL 1ninin1un1 nurr1bcr 
of appreutices in vie'," of the fact that some 
e1nplo:; ers arc not doing their duty in the 
trainiug of lack I want to stress the fact 
that, through the bad admiuistration of his 
GoYcrnmcHt, "Oino 1.200 boys are looking 
for aYenues of ernployn1ent \Yhich were opou 
lo them in 1914, 

'I'he SEC'I!E'fAI!Y FOR PUBLIC \'\' Oln'S : \\ l1ere 
did you get those flgures '! 

Mr, KEHR: I took them out of certain 
ofiicial papers: Dtuiug the last t\vo yearo 
t,he Railway Department has put on onl:• 
flfty apprelltic,,s, ,-horoa" in 1913 it put on 
600 boyo. This, no doubt, is due to the fact 
that the department has bc~n so on'rstafied 
that" wo uow have portr rs doing, the ¥/Ork 
of lad porters, aplJfC'llticcs doing the work 
of clerks, and artisans doing the work ot 
apprentices. 

I think that the provisions in tho Bill deal
ing with partners take us further from the 
co-operative principle than ever. In future, 
whore there are two partners, one is to be 
r<>garded as the employee of the other, and 
i:O is provided that, if an award lays down 
a certain number of hours lo be worked by 
employees, only one member of the partner
ship can go back and work at night. It is 
easily conceivable that three or four men 

might got together to start a new industry, 
hut under the Bill thov are to bo handi
cctppcd. I can see the o'bject of the GoYern
JnellL They think that, if those men arc 
go~ng to \vork sixteen hours a. day, they arc 
gomg to do somebody o·;t of a job. 

:\Ir. D,isH: They are iujuring their health. 
:Vlr. I<\::ERR: That is iheir ~·pigeon~" not 

the Gm Prnmcnt's. \\ !Jy shoLdd the:· be 
dcb'rtrrcd from doing c dra 1.\ork: ll I 

antod to start an industry with just a little 
capital and wi:3hr'd to v:ork up u big Lusi
no·s, a11_y ri·-;triction upon tne ::iO that 1 could 
,,,ork only schedule hours under an award 
would dcpriYC nH' of lll,Y chance in life. I 
think that would be \\ ro11g. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIC \\'OHE.,: It 
would take you fourtoc 1 hours to do »·hat 
the other fellow would do in eight hour'. 

l\Ir. KERR : I work harder than the hon, 
gonilcrnan, and longer hours, too, \Vhat 
applies to lho factory and other industrial 
c!~Hlccrns is go!np t<J a1- ply to the I?-lftn <?t1 
t!w land, by nrtuc of the a ward wluch Will 
bo made by the court, The otlJCr da r I 
111cntioncd the case of a rnan in rny c]cctoi·ato 
1vho \vas \Vcrking ou a fann \VIth his two 
son.:;;, ihc three of ·whorn have been getting 
£6 a \V0ck bet wecn thun for the last three 
o:cars. Is that man to send his sons, when 
tlley arc twenty-one years of age, out into, 
the wodd to look for work or to beoonoe 
unemployed'! Is he to run the farm himself 
and reduce its productiun, or is it not better 
for the bop to work with him in the hope 
of increasing productioll and subsequeutly 
Lecommg owners themseh-os? I hope that 
in Committee the J\Iinistor, who is noted for 
h1s long speeches, will deal with the points. 
raised by the Opposition, and not get on to 
the general aspect of thG qubtion. 

:Vfr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I think 
the Minister is to be eomplimented upon the 
thvroughness of his speech when introducing 
1his n1e1.-suro. Honour to whom honour is. 
due! On some occasions ws have found that 
measureo have been practically tumbled doY.n 
bdore us, and we hRve had to strive pretty 
hard to understand just what they meanL 
Certainly the manner in which tho Minister 
cc•verecl the big question at i,suc inJicated 
his sinccl~]ty and hiY· desire to be thorough in 
giving the House and the country to nnder
' nnd th ,, t no class of v, orkcr woulc: be 
''xcludccl from the operations of the Iudns
trial __ \rbit:·ation AcL That is all very well, 
Ln, If I gauge the hon, gentleman's utter
a rrrir<ht, I claim that not onl·· did 1hev 

.. , ith :1 quest ion which was D~xct:cdino·J:,~ 
ri('h;_tiablo but cnc whose purposo \VaS of ~X
cu dingly donLtful wisdorn, an cl it _i:;; to dc,al 
JWJre espoci<dh with that doubtful question 
that l ri8o to n1y feet. The :\Iirtlstcr disnlaved 
a good deal of kno,r!edgo nc:garding 'the 
npplic11tion of Arbitration Court awards and 
a. koen dc"irc that thoy might become grnc:ral, 
l.nJ·c I dei} anyone in this House to proH' that 
1~ l' 1\Iini2ter, or indeed anyone vYl1o has 
'poken on the qtm;tion on the ot.her sick. has 
,hown any teal expert knowledr_ro Df the ('On~ 
di lions \,:hi eh obtain arnongst thos'J per-.:ons 
whu carry qn the rura] work of our ]and. If 
: ou, SiJ'. had made a speech on tl1P sanw 
lines as the Minister, I would have said that 
you "\vcre ~nsincere. You have rxpnrienced 
ceuntry life, you have lived amidst its sur
roundings, you know its troubles, its per
plexities, if-; hazardous conditions of life and 
the difficulties generally that surround meu 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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ir> connection "ith rural life. You have wit
ne-sod it, vou hcwe felt it and sJmp~thised 
with it, bnt the ?llinister in charg·c of the 
Bill and those who attempted to support him. 
dearly indicated that they were altogether 
at sea and in perfect jgnorance of the con
diiinns tl1at obtain in the dairying and agri
<:ultural industriPs. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORKS : The 
first v·ork 1 eYer did was on a dairy farm, 
and I worked long hours and was underpaid. 

Mr. G. P. BAR?\ES: I am not quit~ sure 
whether that had to do with this country. 
TLe < Jnditions which exist here are ven· 
-chffNcmt. to conditions which exist in the land 
of the Scots, -.~v.hcro the seasons are reg 1lar 
ancl where you can be pretty sure that rain 
.,.,ill fall on certain days of the year, rmd that 
. ou will be 11ble to carry on your work in n 
regular and thorough way ,,·ithout being 
interfered with by climatic visitations. In n 
land liko ours we haYe a time of plenty for 
"" eral months of the year, and almoot 
immediatdv then' follows <1 time of dc:nth 
ond drought. I haYe known of two set,_ of 
conditions 1)0 obttin in ono Year. I have 
kno',nl floods to destroy croPs during ono 
rcrtion of Lhe ye -~,r, and then during the 
ether portion of the year they have failed to 
1·er,eh 'naturih- for tho want of rain. 'fho 
cxporit'nce of the hon. gentlemo n of long ago 
be:trs no analogy to the conditions which ,,~o 
haYe !J,:r<' to-dav. If th0 l'vlinistcr knew the 
conditions rn·cyUiling i11 QuconslanJ or in 
r\uctralin, in "!_.he da.ir,ying and a~p-·icultural 
industries, ho \'\'O"uld hesitate before• 1:0n1ing 
down to the House with a Biil of this kind. 
I cvill put myself right in this dire·, • ion. 

?llr. CoLLIXS: It. is aboc1t time that you 
cl id. 

~Jr. G. P, B~\Hc-.JES: The hon. mcn:bn
l.::nows as \Yell as T do that ever since I 
<:'ntered i.his Houso I haYe always ach·ocated 
arbitration. There 1nust Do sotne L'JtH't or 
~01110 one to ·whon1 indu.;trial disputes can 
b~e ref~rrcd for cc·t11cmont. There must be 
"'mG court thrt -.. -i]] decide the Jiffon'nce3 
bC'bYcen l'lCn. I -r:a.n see no -:.1thcr tribunal 
for thnt purpo,,E: than an Arbitration Court. 
'.Yhat I ha, e urged again and agajn is that 
th. court should only be a court of avpeal. 
"\Ylwt 1.' : rrniJ~ want is a boaed of concilia
tion. virhcl'e th(~ representatives of the 
employers and the reprcseHto.tives o [ the 
('rtrp1oyce'-, can rnr-ct, sa: thro(· from o~c1 1 
eiJo. with a chairman nominated bv thr.· 
Go-;ernmPnt of the day. They could" meet 
a,t a ro·~u1d tab1o conference and endeavour 
io arrive at a scttlen1enL of their disputes. 
I b_lieve that in the gTeat majorit of cases 
i>alJit,· would prevail, and there \Yould be 
no diffi.c-...Jlties in connection \Yith a finrl 
oppeal to tbo judge of the .\rbitmtion Comt. 
J t we could only get back to the ~ood old 
wages board system, with an appeal to the 
Arbitration Court, we would ha vo a sv3torn 
that \".ould be pretty ",,]] perfect. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PcELT(' .WORKS: That 
can be done under the principal. Act now. 
There is provision for conciliation boards 
to be appo1ntPd. One board was constituted, 
and the employers appealed to the court. 

lHr. G. P. BARNES: It is a gre:.ct mis
fortune that that privilege has not been 
asailed of more frequently in bringing about 
an understanding between men, urging them 
first and foremost to try the easier means 
of the settkment of disputes; and that 
would certainly have the support of every 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

anlent lover of peace in the land. The 
rt a son for oppo"ing the applicfl.tion of arbi
tration to the men on the land does not 
arise through want of sympathy for those 
men, nor indeed because of any hesitancy to 
g·ive the men the full reward of their labour; 
but, so far as my judgment goes, I have 
ne,-er vot been able to discern anv com
petency in any judge who may have occupied 
a position on the bench to deal ,·,-ith these 
questions. The judge has no idea of the 
g-eneral conditions of life in connection with 
the agricultural industry. He does not 
know the economical side of farm life. Let 
me t11ke rent. What rent will a farm 
bbouror have to pa:. ? Ho is almost 
l'f'licved of that. Then he has other privi
lege.·. The city worker has to pay for means 
of transit, but the farm labourer knows 
nothing about that. He wiil have the 
pri,-ilege of runnin~, his ov\n horse, and 
running it in the paddock of the employer. 
1-Ic receives consideration in man:y other 
l'PSlJCCts. 

The SECRETARY FO.R Pl.'BLJC \VORKS: The 
court will naturally take all those points 
irtto con~ideration. 

:VIr. G. P. BARNES: I hope it will. 
'Ihcre is al~o econon1v in connection with 
·clrcsC! and in connect.io~n wi1h liYing, goner~ 
all:·. If the basic -,,age is applied to those 
i11du~trics, it 'vill be e~;:co ~:::lYe and unfau 
L·mn a (:0D1paru1-:Ye fJOint of y]cw. rrhe main 
point is that the agricultur.tl industries ca';
not ;:;tand the \Yttgc:-. 1f the Lasw ,,vago lS 

g·oing- to prevail. I say that because I kn'?w 
tbc industrv and I hrtYO lived an1idst 1ts 

Slll'l'ounding~s' all my lih'. The industry will 
be so burdened that, instud of this Bill 
bci11g dP;;'igncd in a y; ny to LHtke it helpful
as I imagine the Govcrnn1cnt have atton1pted 
to design it-it i,; calculated to become 
irksome. Instead of people going on to the 
land. theY will icavo it "" fast as they 
t·n--sibly can. There is r,vidcnce .tha~ that is 
ah·c <.d:,- being done, and the B1ll IS gomg 
to impoc,e conditions \l'hich are going to be 
irkwmc 11nd will prevent production. 

:\Icntion wa·- made of the ugar industry. 
Th:1 t is ~ protected industry; a!ld, if y~u 
arr_~ going to protect cv0ry other u dustry Ill 

the same way as you protect the sugar 
indnstrv well and good. But, if ':ou attempt 
to do t"hat, what will you find? · In the old 
days the great trials "nd troubles of the 
'\'.-ctrkcr result.C'Cl fron1 cornb1ncs of ever,~ con
ceivable kind and description. The,v are 
r.ow going to co1nbine all labour. ~rhat is 
the flrst big combine. :\ow you have th.e 
sugar con1bine, the 1n~:-;at combine-practi
calh- by the Governnwnt themselves-and 
you have a combine prett:: well for every 
product that you can imagine. \\That is 
going to happen by and bY? '\Vhat will 
happen will certainly require thP services of 
the Arbitration Court. You will find that 
the· big combine of labour will resent the 
impc,itions put upon them by som8 ot.her 
combine, and will sa,v, "Your article shall 
sell at this price or thnt price." Then the 
bi~ fight will come Then the revolution 
will co.ne. 

Mr. COLLINS: Did you say " reYolution"? 

Mr. G. P. BAR:--.JES: I sa,,. that kind of 
thing will hcelp to produce roYolution. 

Mr. HYNES: Keeping the employees from 
the court will bring that about. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You have the first 
indieaticns in that ·direction in the House-
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wives' Association in the South. Look ut the 
troub\e our legislators have gone to in their 
appeal to tlw people in the South to o·et a 
fair thing for sugar, and y-.:t you cann01 get 
the Houpowiyc;;;' As:oociation to bclicYc that 
is the case. They arc up against the present 
price of sup-ar. "-\s in connection with the 
sugar industry, so it will bo in connection 
with every indn·trv if vou tr'· and reo-uiato 
industries as agair;st t h"c idea' of the people 
as to what thcv should be. ,. 

There is one aspent of the amending Bill 
before the House that I am not sure has 
receive-d an:: attention at all at the hands of 
the Secretary for Public \\" orks. That i.s in 
connection with the definition of the word 
"employee." I think it requirc3 explainir;g. 
The hon. member who has just sat dm;·n. 
rnade ref('rence to thf' definition of " cnr
ployPe." Tho J\linister ccrtainlv said nothing 
at all. , 

The SE,RETARY hJR PuBLIC WoRKS: I \vill 
~rve you a full \xplanation of the meaning 
m Comm!ttee. 'Ihe Speaker would call me 
to order rf I attPmptcd to give it now. 

l\Ir. G. P. DAR~ES: I bel ion thoro is a 
tremor:dous difficulty in connection with the 
~cfinitJon. of " employee .. , It is going to 
Interfere Ill evcr,;7 case where {iyc indivduals 
arc engaged on a farrr1. Thcv rnav be \Yorl\:
ing a farm on the share syStern. ~or man 
may_ \York tho farm with the help of his 
family. Immodwtely thne ;, a familv of 
five \Vorking on the farn1 " being· or aJlc·g·ing 
themselve,, to be p~rtners ' they come unde,
the tr:flucnce of tins. Act. Can you imagine 
anything that Is gorng to bo n1on~ deroga
tory to tho wellbeing of the farmitw industr: 
than to have a condition like that impose;! 
on our people? Our people throughout the 
land want to. wake up, and, where families 
are engag?d In \vorking tho £ann, there arc 
but few mstances where there ,ll"o not at 
least _five of its members engaged. The wife 
goe:o; Into the d:11ry evprv mornino· anJ ever-
child lPnds some assict >.J!Cc. b> J 

A GovERXi\JEXT ME'liBER: Th>Lt ie a scandal. 

iYir. IIYNES: You do not want to perpetuate 
that state of affair·,~ 

Mr. G. P. BARJ'\E3: It is so. The hon. 
member for Townsville would like to 
on me the idea that I refer to ehildr'"' 
ten J cars of age and of very m~ucr a gee:. 
I s:'-y that boys and. g·irJ., m1til thc y le ye 
therr homes are clnldren, and thcv 
regarde-d as such in farm life. At ' 
to this Bill. they will come nncler the heaclino· 
of ." employee." ~hat is going to strik0 ~ 
senous blo,v, partiCularlv at the dairvino· 
industry. :rhe work irl dai1:ying is ~no~ 
a_rduous. Everyone ltllJSt adm1i that R0lllC

trme~ c_hildrcn too young are ong·aseJ in it, 
but It Js a case of children of fair ao·es \Yho 
m.:1y be still going to ''chool, who, i~1 many 
rns.tanccs, grvc a hand in connection with the 
darry far:n. They do no injury to them· 
selves. 11 hy, tho boot men in our land. the 
beot peoplc we lcnow, bavc vane throuuh that 
gruelling and enjoyed it," and, bec~use a 
number of nwn arc out against labour and 
quarrelling with sen·ico, it doc·J not follow 
that e ·;cry farmer in the land and his chil
dren too qnarrel with service. ·what I find 
in my life is that those people lm·e work, 
and they are on the land simply becamfl they 
do lonl the work, and tlH': are carrying it 
out wrth the fullest intention of getting the 
greatest measure of joy out of it. 

:Mr. COLLINS: Do vou want to convince us 
that a. man works simply because of his love 
of \York? 

Mr. G. P. BAHNES: I bolic>v-c that in the 
olden days the hon. member for Bowen was 
Yc:ry n1uch in sympath~T with y;,-ork. 

In connection with the apprenticeship 
que,tion, it is hig·h time the Government woke 
up. They have wrapped a wet Llankct ab:Jut 
the question of apprenticeship for man:; 
year;;. \Yhilst their real hand ma~· not haYJ
at all times been seen, I am sure that they 
have insinuated into the organi: ation with 
which they have had to .do directly oc 
or indirectly their ideae. and those ideas 
are largely attributable to the fact that thr 
apprenticeship '",tern to-day ha,, not worked 
out as it should hai"O done. Anyone can :;8( 

in a growing !and like uurci that it 1.vilt 11ot 
overtake the calls that ·sill bo made in wme 
particular trade or another for skilled arti
sans unless -,ye train our young rnen for the 
pnrpc"J. \Vc haYe not bocn doing that. In 
eyery path of life you look upon apprentiC'e
ship has been a thing of the past. The 
rcsnlt is that to-day we hav-e to amend our 
legislation in order to correct the 1nisrakes 
of the past, and the outcome of those mis
takes has been the yast number of our 
£ellov.'S \\ ho are going about to-tlay as unem~ 
played ancl who can find llO employment, 
whibt on the other h.tnd there is craft work 
waiting for them. If they had only been 
educated and trained to that particular work, 
the:;· would not haYc been unemployed. It is 
a downrig-ht crin1e and n. serious l'0flcction 
on the legislation of the past :~eYon or eight 
··cars to knmv that we h"'·o the unemployed 
in our midst to the extent \'. o hav-e-men who 
might have been ,nitable and been made 
cuitable b} having a trade at their hand, 
,- nd who ·.\Tould to-cla:,~1 inst ·:1:cl of receiving 
oclcs fro"r t.lw Government, hav-e found 
cn1ploymcnt as bricklayer.,:, c--.,rpcntcrs, stone
mason.-:, or in ~omc otlwr departn1cnt of 
labour. 

:Ur. S\VAY::\E (i!Iirau": I think this mea
t'nrc affol'ds an interesting i1hu~tration as to 
the· extent to \Yhich the prc,,ent Government 
are1 dominated by oubido sectional influ
ences. In 1916 the Upper Honse amended 

the Dill 1hen introduced by the 
!7 p.m.] Government by omitting th~ pro-

vision including agricultural 
labourers; and I do not think anyone \Vas 
bdtN pleasr cl than the Government. At 
any rate, it is n1o~t significant that. although 
lh~y haYG brcn quite free for some time to 
bring in such a me>1cure, they evidently 
thought it undesirable to do so. I suppose 
it v.-ns broug-ht home to thorn that it would 
not bandit them to include the general farm 
labourer within the mnbit of such a meo.sure 
However. we kno" that the command was 
is-ucd only the other dav at the Emu Park 
CJn·. ~ntio~. and it bear; out the contention 
that the Government arc not t11Pir own 
nwsters. The\ han' to ahid b" the decisions 
rnriYed ~t h\~ thesr conycntio'ru. r\s show
in[ that this" is only the beginning of what 
their m1.stors propose in this connection, l 
want to refer to to~day's," Standard"--

~,Ir. Hv::.rES: At whose dictation did you 
ad\TiEe the farmers to strike againFt th& 
Dido:on aw<rd? 

1\Ir. S\.L\ Y.!'i"E : 'Tho " Stunda rd" says-
" At a general m0eting of Australian 

\Yorkcr-;' Union members, held at the, 
:\Taryborough Trades Hall last Friday, 
the following reoolution was adopted-

1111·. Swayne.] 
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'That this meeting of members of the 
.~ustralian \Vork0rs' Union views with 
rcgrd the a.bsenco of the proposed 
enactment of th<> forty-four-hours Bill 
as agreed to at En1u Park Conference; 
and, further, that we bring this matter 
immediatelv before the branch executive 
for action to be hken through our repre
'entation on Queensland Central Execu
tive; ftrrthor, that the resolution be pub
lic he ·l in the Labour Press.'" 

The farmers ha vo to look forward not only 
10 >chat is umhodied in the pro·-~111 Bill, but 
very shortly they will have added difficul· 

to < .mtcnd with. The experienced man 
e\'ory branch of agriculture kno-•:s that 

b_,. ·,hortoning t.he working hours ftn addi· 
tional burden is placed on the emplo,; er. 
\\'hen thoro arc live stock to look after they 
han: to be looked afier by tho producer him
_,elf. Ho>vf'\'Cl'. it qnitn bears out >vhr.t I 
cor;.tendcd during 1ny recent catnpaign. when 
I pointed out that any concession tlmt was 
giYcn to the fanners by the G-o' Drnmont 
>could ha ,-o to be paitl for twic'' oYer. I 
tolcl the farmers that the onl;· party they 
<::ould look io for permanent fair dealing is 
ihe Country part~', as the n1cn1bcrs of that 
porty are all engaged in farming. 

1 have s~ated on 1Jl'0Yious <JCcasions tl1at 
thr frrrmcrs would have to pay de~rh- for am
bcncfito they rccei,-cd from the present G~
vc)rnnwnt. \Vhat is nO\V happening is a 
snfficient indication that I was quil•c right. 
It ~ts ll!'gcd n,t En1u llark that this \Vas in 
return fc~l' son1ething- that wa" giYen; and 
In futut·c anvthing tha{ is given will as I 
buvo already~ suid, be p.jd for nvjce' o·.er. 
I r;,ay say that I bi>lieve in the prin~ink of 
the• on1ployco and the employm.~ coming 
together. There should be some mC>Lhod__:_ 
m·Litration or v. a,;cs boa.rcls-bv which the 
t-.\'0 parties interested could conu3 to a n1utual 
understanding as to what :is a fair thing
bc•twccn 1nan and lll:-tn. I do not consirlcl· 
thnt the prccont Arbitration Court is the be t 
m0thod of dealing with snch matters. \\ hilc 
dr,nling with the court let me ~, .L,~ that in the 
person of the present Jll'i''>iclcnt 'of the court 
we haYo a man \Yho is most consciontions, 
rnoft painstr:king, and rnost court~~ous to dl 
who c:on1e before him. I think it onlv right 
th~t I should say that. Ho is a m on 'who is 
held in very high esteem, 11nd. whatever 
blame may be nttachecl to tlw court, oerta.inlv 
<e1G09 not rest Tvith hln1. One featuro in cori
nection with the court that strikes me is that 
the employee.;;;, or tho organisations revrc
St!nting the omployccs, arc often ronrescnted 
by extremists who do not wish for ,; peaceful 
solution of the difficultv, and who bav0 
<lc·clared that they believe in nothino- short of 
Sm-ietism. It was said at Emu Park that 
nothing short of the entire abolition of the 
pr~sent capitalistic system would moot the 
ea· o. You have onlv to look at the claims 
1hat are put forwcrd by the unions-I sup
r-ose b,- the officials in good faith-to realise 
that. if they got their way, the presec"t eystem 
would be abohshed. I suppose this is one of 
the methods by which they propose to abolish 
the present system, 2\i' o doubt they think 
they are right. but at the same time those 
who do not believe in Sovietism must realise 
ih~t it is against their interests to support 
bodies who uso eycry oprjortunity of bringing 
us near~r to cxtrernp communis1n. This B1ll, 
in common "ith manv other measures that 
W<l haYe had before 'us, is a step towards 

:Sovietism. The claims put before the court 
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"how that it is not a peaec•ful solution they 
wish for, hut that they desire tho [cositwn 
of the emnlovn to llu rEo de so diflicult t.h · t 
it will be; "impossible to employ labour. 'l'l1o 
chief question that wo have to bear in n"ind 
now is whether this n1casure is going t,o be 
cenducivo to what, after all, is th1~ r:t;ret 
roqnirement of Queen,Jland to-day-1 me! 
sottlcn1ent and ilnllligration-and also Jts 
effect ujVJn the cost of food. It is goneraliy 
arll).llitted that ono of the greatest needs of 
QLwen.sland to-day is wore Jll'Oc1le for th<> 
nrotcction of the State. Onh- the other dar 
.;nu of the most rnon1incnt n1cun in the Labour 
n1o \ cn1cnt in England, lien Till et, pointed 
out that the world was on the edge of a 
gTL at \Yar, and, when \Ye talk of "\\-ar, \VC 

must remember that what is called tho 
prc"blcm of the rcwilic is being forced 
on ns. \\'c know that within the last f<'w 
months statements ha Ye been made by 
rPJ)fesentatiycs of populous countries bor~er
ino· on the Pacific dedaring their r1ght 
of" entr; into any countr~ on the Pacific. 
\', c must realise that our only ch11ncc of 
tniiiutaining our control of this count,ry is b. 
g·r,•ting more help from the people of one 
,,.. n r · c<'. It has been 1emarked. and qmte 
rir,-htly, that >·. e do not want to a.dd to unem
ployment. 'I'ho oniy way to bring P?ople 
llc·re without adding to that troubl· le to 
br·ing those with money, who will go on the 
land and engage in primary production. I ask 
if ~uch a l11l'asnre aJ this is likely Lo bring 
them here. Is it not likelv to uusc them to 
go 1-o otlJ 0 r State:? Aga'in. is the agricul
h,ral industry in Queensland in snch a siat~ 
of prosperity at the present time that 'Ve can 
afT,Jrd to increase the load on .those enr-aged 
in it 9 \m-one >Y'lo looks around must see 
1hct it is not in such a position. Further
!' ore, n1rrny branchr<j of agriculture, ~uch as 
the wheat and butter indmtrics, are deper.clent 
on the world's marb:t for the sale of a con
si.-lcrablo amount of their r)roduction, and it 
is rccognisr·d that it is onh- fafc to extend 
thr Arbitration Court awa~ds to indnstries 
the pric·•s for prodncts of which are ruled by 
lor·al conditions. If onr primary industries 
'' r0 brought under this measure. the con
diioons under which the farmer OMries on 
~,-l]~ be so stringent that he must haYe a 
cNtain price for his butter. The buyer in 
England wiil say, " Thot has nothing t0 do 
,, ith me. I can get mv butter from Den
tnnrk and other parts of Enrope. and I ~m 
Pot going to pay any more for it." Th_o 
same thing applies to the sale of wheat Th1s 
is not the proper time to add to tho difficul-
1 ;es of our agriculturists bv legi,lation of 
1 his kind. I believe tha-t the members of 
the Gm·ernment quite realise this; hut, as I 
haYo pointed out, they arc being driven and 
cr.nnot help themselves. The hon. member 
frw Townsville had something to sa': ., bout 
mvself when he was speaking. It is not the 
first time he has mentioned me; in fad. I do 
not think he has made a speech in thi-< House 
>Yithout personal references to m.vse!f. I 
can treat them as they deserve. seeing that 
en the two occasions 'On "' hich the hon. 
mr·mber has opposed me 'I have beah·n him. 
(Opposition laughter.) The hon. member 
largely conducted his campaign on the lines 
d the speeches he makes in the House. I 
v:os able to leave the matter to the elector~ 
to decide, and the decision was not ad>erse 
to me. I can le""ve the hon. member in the 
h;mds of the House, just the same as I left 
him in the hands of the electors of Mirani 
on the two occasions I have referred to. 



I nclustTial Arbitration l25 JULY.] Act Amendnl'nt Bill. 231 

Mr. HYNES: You are singing your swan 
song. You will go next time. 

l\lr. S WA Y:'\IE: The hon. member made a 
1lli'Llke '.dlell he told us that the sugar 
inch·str:· had been benefited by t.hc a'.vard of 
the Arbitration ('u;rt-I think he enn men· 
tioncd the Dick on award. He talked about 
u ~tri~:::c. I-Ie mentioned 1110 in that conne;~
tion. but I '-':as not in the district at the 
tin1c. Th0 Dickson rlward cost Al' .tralia 
tnillions of pounds. \Ye k110 :~' that. ·when 
sugar w- s Ycr:v Llcar out.:iidE:\ our 1n·oduction 
in }._u-tra1ia f01l off, and largo quantities of 
sugar had to ho brought into __ \u~tralia at 
ah:w~t c1ouhk tlH cc. t ·.- e :chould have h~~d 
to prry if "') hrrd been able to produce the 
v:holc of the sugar required here. The) dif
ference in pricP uu1onnted to ;,f'Y<'ra] 1nil1iDn 
ponllllc•. Had it not lw<'n for Dicbon 
<l'<'; nnl, n con~idPraLlc that sugnr 
woult1 1Jaye lH l'll prudur·Pd l'C', inst~~ad of 
beiLp: ln·c-~t.cdu- in fron1 _As '~(n\·in,; 
the cff, ·t of that , ,'ould like to 
~1uotc frOlll the "~\_u· +r Sugar Journal'' 

of what a Queo1slander cold the 
PrP":5 in an intervic\v rcgc~rding 

'"Tlw 
Yillced 
'OlYc 

\\hich 
nt is l''On

i" dmw tD 
fulh lulf 

th0 tuii]c 10,1 in Qnccn;-;-
lar ·l will and ".·ill not 
n;-ain op( '! Thi-. I.Yotlld 
probal1l~- nl' sc~t:.-.on a failnr! to 
:·evlls(' thP- c .tin1nte nrodud.ion Lv at 
lc•a:;;t 60_000 tons of su'g 1r. which rCpre
, 'nts ho:f oi' Th·1t sl rllllcl l>e p. orluced. 
Tht· clT(•et \Youlci he~ ruinous i-o· the sugar 
di ·h·ict. Th0 clo.-ing o' the mills would 
Tuin iho~c \Yho hr,YC' invc trd in them, 
and ruination \YOl!ld follow t 1 tlcp 
flr1r;rr;.., \Yho r0lr on tl~l~(: tnills to (THf'.h 
their {_,_no. Tf ihc diffi(":ltv is nDt soh·cd 
th·•re 1rill lJc al• 1 nc- __ t ,:car a further 
l:r::c:~r fa1Jing off in the prodnction 
Proba],]y tlw crops \Yill then be not more 
then 100,000 tons. instead of 200.Cl0 
tons." 

The S:ct<:TIRY FOR AGmclr:CRE: \Yhat 
-was hi3 name? 

Mr. S\Y_\Y:\E: I will giYc it to vou--:\Ir. 
Thcodore. (Oppo-ition laughter.), I will 
read ·the hc::tding--

" State Tr0a".urer's YiC\Y of the situa
tion." 

ThP SECBE'<'RY FOR AGR!C1:LT1:RE: \Ylwn 
was that? 

l\lr. S\oYAYNE: lOth October. 1916. jnst 
after the ~,"·ard v-:H3 n1adt>. I ti1ink it was 
published in Srptemlwr, 1915. 

The SEn~.H\RY FOR AGRTCt:LTFllE: Do von 
tell this Chamber that :Mr. Thcodore ~~"id 
that' 

Mr. S\Y.\ Y:\TE: :\lr. Thcoclore s,ticl 
exactly what I han> r('ad, and I will quote 
the hon. gentlernan jn rharge of the Bill at 
the same time. On 21st Septembet·, 1916, 
Mr. Adammn, in the L0gislative Assemblv 
informod the nresent Secretarv for Publl~ 
'Works that- ' · 

" In view of the large nu m bor of 
unemployed in tho Mackay district. ho 
would cndr·~Your to fmd work for them 
on raih,Tav conbtruction." 

That was in September, right at the end of 
the crnsbing seaBon! 

Mr. H1NES: That is when ~-ou g·ot the 
farmers to go on strike-locked them out ! 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. SI-V A Yi\'E: \V e are discussing an 
important principle of tho Bill, and I think 
that discussion should be free and unint 'r
ruptcd. I have given you what hon. rnernbcrs 
occupying responsible positions on the Gcn:~rn
ment side of the House said on that occafion. 

The SECllETARY FOR AGRICt:LTliRE: Tho hon. 
member should lay that pa1Jcr on the table 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER: If tllfl hon. member rnon~ 
tions the authorities he has quoted, it i~ qnitt• 
sufficient. 

:VIr. SWAYNE: I mentioned the name 
and date of each paper. Vi'hat moro do 
h·Jll. members want? I was reminded of 
the Dickson award bv the hon. men1ber for 
To\Yn,ville, otherwise I Y.,ould not have 
mPntionod it. I am illustrating wh'd may 
hnppell if these industries ~tro phic0d at the 
mercy of one man-i.he jndge. After all, 
juciges arc human, and mistakes maJe by a 
'court" m a v be verv ~ostl v indeed to the 
co!"munit~·. I \Yish now to (iuoto from the 
"Australian Sugar Journal" of 6th Jul:·, 
1916, a report of the Arbitration Court pro
CL'CJi· ::rs dealing Yvith the framing of new 
a·:anls for the sugar indu·try when Mr. 
Ken appeared .on bohalc of the corporat!on 
of the TrPasnror. i\lr. Kerr was quotmg 
son1c figur'""' showing tho great Yalnc of the 
iud,,;stn- to the State in order that His 
IIonou1~ n1ight take int:J consideration the 
abiiity o[ the indush·~.- to pa:· i.ho wages 
asked when the award \Vrts being frarncd, 
and this \\,ts said~ 

"Hrs HoNOliR: \Yhat is your conten, 
tion? 

" :Ylr. KERR: \.Ye admit the cbim to 
tho extent of a 5 pnr cenL increase. 

"HIS HOXOliR: Do vou admit that 
tlw indLretr:· cannot affor.d that amount? 

" I\Ir. K£Rll: On the returns from the 
c<.'ntral mills. it cannot, but the corrora
tion of the Treasurer has admitted the 
claim to that extent. 

"Hrs HoN01:R: If I pay any a.ttcmtion 
to your argument, I mnst not a.\vard any 
increase?'' 

The judge looked upon the admission of a 
5 per cent. increase as virtually meaning 
nothing. It. was nothing comprrred with the 
increase that was made in tho award. The 
report continues-

" JYir. KERll: If the increase 1s giHm, 
the :;rower \Yill have to make it up in 
son1e ·way. 

" Hrs HO!Wt:ll: There is the alterna~ 
ti,~e that the price of sugar will have 
to go up? 

" Mr. KERR: lf the mills wore to be 
kept in their present. condition without 
nn ad,·anco in the ratP of raw sugar, the 
price of cane will havo to be reduced." 

That was the plea that was put up by the 
Government representative. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle. 
man has, for the last ten or twelve minutes, 
been de.tling with the Dickson a\1 ard. He 
will be in order in making reference to that 
a"'ard, but he is not in order in proceeding 
Oil the lines that he is now doing. When 
the hon. m0mber for Townsville was speak
ing I allov,·ed him .,ome latitude, as Js 
customary with new members, but I have 
also allowed tho hon. member for Mirani a 
good deal of latitude to reply. I am quite 
sure that he will see th(tt he is not. dealing 

M1'. Swayne.] 
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with the Bill before the House in proceed
ing in the way in which ho is now doing. 

:\lr. S\VAYNE: I arn sorry if I trans
grcsod. I was simply pointi?g out . that 
Yory great power of doing lllJLll"Y JS to 
b<> placed in the hands of those. who J?re
side over the court. I thmk 1t 1s JUSt 
as well, when we embark on now legislation 
on this subject. to realise the risks we are 
running. Speaking with a knowledge of the 
working of a wards in regard to the sugar 
industry, I think that, with ono excoptwn, 
the wages that wore granted were not 
extortionate when the conditions in the 
industr"' arc taken into consideration. I arn 
Hot attacking the question of the wages so 
much. I am more concerned about th o hours 
and other conditions. ·when the first award 
was made, it stipulated that the day's work 
should commence at 7 a.m. and ohould te1 mi
natP at 5 p.m. 

I haYo had son1c expe-rience of a.griculiure 
all round. Long Lefm·c ewr l 8"S suga.r
cane gro1:ring I engaged in v.-hC'at haryesting. 
I also li¥cd in a district which was con
sidered to be one of the finest lucerne dis
trict'~ in Australia, and I know sorncthing 
about the conditions in connection with the 
harvesting of ccrPal a.nd ha~ crops. l,"a11CJ: a 
fanner 011 \!aged in haryc;ting on a day wrth 
every appearance of rain and anxious to 
get as much under covcJ as he could, either 
in the stacks or shedP. ha' ing to knock off 
w01·k at 5 o'clock with tr\ o or three hours 
of daylight to go I It might Le said that he 
could o,·orcomc the diHicuity Ly paying over
time, but fanners are not al \\ ~1y3 in the 
position to do th,t. It is hard enough for 
tho farmer to meet the on!inary "ag< bill 
without pa0·ing oyertime. I notice that 
po\ver is, given the court uuder the Bill to 
prohibit the ernployc:> coining undPr an 
award from working before or after the 
tirnes of starting or c;::~asing as laid dov:n 
in the award. In the sugar industr,- I haYe 
known of a contract cancculter v.ho \Yas 
fined for working afbr or before hours. In 
c•ur case it is not a ca,o of working the eight 
hours, Lut of the tirn:.:; he n1ay ,~x,rk during 
·a hen t \V a ye. So1netiiacs for three or four 
weeks it is quite i1npossiblo to \York in the 
middle of the cJa,-. I IHLvo bc,,n on the 
irn,plen1cnt at 4 O'clock iu thn morniug, 
knr>Cked off work at 8 o'clock, and started 
again at 3 o'clock in tho afternoon. 'rhat 
was during a heat wav-e. That is tho only 
way the hDl'·· C' can bo got to stand up to 
their work. undnr this Dill I question nr:; 
n1ueh Yvlwther o, en an ornployer can "'Work 
those hours under such circurrlstances, but it 
is quite clear the employees can be forbidden. 
Pioeo\vorkers sonH:tirnes transgro~s the pro
Yisions of the a.warcl and are fined. It 
seems rather hant that they cannot \York 
during the cool of tho day when Nature is 
n1oro favourable. It i~ rather interesting 
to stud; the findings of the court to sec ho,.
thoy cocJ!lict with the opinions of experts. 
In Townsville we had au expert ia tropical 
diseases, Dr Breinl~ ·who was in contro1 of 
ilw Institute of Tropical Moclicino on behalf 
of the ComrnonwP~lth. Ho \Yas asked to 
report a- to the abilit . .- of our race to livo 
and work in the tropics. l:iis opinion W<.LS 

that there was nothiw· to prevent them 
,vorkin';, only he said they would have ~o 
work in accordance ,·ith Nature at certain 
times Df the year, taking advanLtge of the 
cool of the oYeni ng and morning. Yet the 
judge corncs along and says, '·You must 
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not work before 6 o'clock in the mor!Jing." 
For two or three weeks in the harvesting, if 
you want to work with comfort and advan
tage, you must work before or after those· 
hours. Those are cond1twns that arc telt 
t:J be sometimes unduly stringent. Then, 
again, a proviso is very o~tcn inserted by 
the court in its awards des1gne4 to proccct 
the employee from an'- h~rdsh1p, and we 
sometim<•, find that the mtentwn of the 
court is stretched and str.aincd in such a way 
that what was designed to save one sectwn 
from hardship has been the me1ns of impos
ing a distinct hardsh1p on a1!other. After 
th,, 1918 cvclone the cane was m a very bad 
state and" very difficult to handk. In the 
next a\·,ard a proviso waf' n1adc to. n1eet 
tho caso of cyclone cane. On a farm m my 
neighbourhood, in a year when thoro was 
no cyclone, one of thf.' cutters ra1scd the 
question of tho payment of the extra rate 
for cyclone cane with respect to. the cane 
that he was engaged on, allegmg· 1t to have 
been damaged by cyclone. The employ;r 
refused to compl:; with the demand. and sa1d 
it was nothing of tho kind and that 1t -.yas 
only in its ordinary condition_. The a:~ard 
said that in the eYent of a d1spute ar1smg, 
it was t<J 'be rcmittPd to, and decided by, tho 
inclmtrial magistrate, and that work in ~ho 
meantime was to proceed as usual. 'Ihe 

cutters said they 'Yould not work 
[7.30 p.m.] as usual, but \nnld cut the 

straio·ht cane and leayc th0 other 
on the ground pending a decision. In tho 
mc;,ntime that cane would bG spoJ!ed, and, 
if the decision wont against them, they wo_uld 
throw up the job and it would be imposs1ble 
to obtain otlier; to finish it. The farmer 
said, ''lJnJ0"S you go on cutting in accor~: 
anco with tho award, you can leave the cane. 

A GovER:X:IIE)[T :YlniBEH: \Yho.so farm was 
that? 

:Mr. S\YAYXR': I a·n not going to giv" 
the name of the farmer. \Ye !mow vc1·y well 
what happens in those cases. H is all very 
wPll for the hon. members oppoute who do 
not gro\Y cane and 'vho haYe prodtJrcd 
nothi_pg the1n,elves to ask for the naine. 

:Mr. KIR"I\ A)[: If you were paid b:- what 
you produce, you would not get a\Yard rates. 

:\fr. ,:, ''""A )::'"NE: I ::un giving instant~\ of 
how a1-. ard~ ure son1etimcs abut.cd. P.ctJding 

decision of the industrial mag1strate, 
cutter:; rcfu -C'd to go on, and when the 

w.1s not given in their favour, and 
magistrate decidccl that 1t wa· not 

r· :clone cane, and that no C"'~trn rah~ £hould 
b~ g;iYPll, that farrnor_ was cnll0d upon to 
pa-- £9 for los·c tnne. lie natmally 
objected strong·l.Y, and on a!gtnng the rnatter 
was told by thrl court mag1etrate that peace 
h ·cl to bo ke:)t. and, whr thf.'l' nghtl:,. m· 
\Yrongl:v. the emp1oyees had to get ~orne~h1ng. 
It is stated that the Act has made for mdus
trial peace. 

J\Ir. KmwA:x: Hear, hear! 
:\h. SW.\Y:t\E: I ,,-ill give official figures 

to show to what extent it has worked m 
the interests of peace. I_ am_,quotlng now 
fron1 " Votes and PrQcccchngs -

" :\Ir. S\'>"ayne asked the Secrct<:r_v for 
Public Works-

How often ,.ince tho coming into 
force of the Induetrial Arb1tratwn Act 
of 1916 haYc the results of ballots, hold 
in conection with the stnkcs that have 
since occurred, been commumcatcd to 
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the registrar as required by seclioD 65 
of the Act? 
"An-wcr \\Tas--

T•xcnty-nine instances.'' 
There are twenty-nine imtances officially 
reported. ant "e know that for everv one 
reported half a dozen are never reported. 
I think it ,-·ould be found on invcct1gation 
that tho claim that this lr.6elation has mad· 
for peace is not founded on fact. 

I find again that in September, 1919, the 
"Cairns Post" corrcs11ondc-rit taicd--' 

'' Owing to tln; strike' hundreds of 
bales nf sacks \Yore held up at the 
Su1thcrn ports, and the e could not be 
dPliYcrui at the ra\v sllgar-n1ill, \Vith 
the rocult that manv of the mills were 
dolay0d for BOJTIC ~time from starting 
crushing overations, and many of them 
had boon 'cmpellod to cnbh their sug'll' 
and pile it up in store in heaps. and it 
will have to be bag·gcd bdoro it can be 
shipped." 

Generally wo find that. if anything, there 
haYO l~''Cll mOlT industrial .strikes ,incc the 
pa ·;ing of the Act j hau bdorc. I \Yill give 
the Pren1ir r' s opinion regarding the n1att.cr. 
I quote horn tho '' CDtll'it'r " of 5th Decem
ber, 1917--

" Speaking at Babinda last nig·ht, the 
Premier (Mr. Theodore) said there 
vvas a tcndenrY an1ong certain men to 
make thing.~ impos"iblo for .a Labour 
Goyennnent to carrv on. There \Ya · a 
dan,c··pr that the Au kalian \Y orkcr! 
LT11ion ancl othl~l' unions. un]e';'3 thcv 
cnf<H.Ccd .discijJJinc \Youtd c~o ~nore han{l 
than good to the Labour rnovcnwnt. It 
was easv to sec that the Au tralian 
\Yorkers'~ -union had become di::;intcg
rated. It \vonld be a thousan;.l pities if 
this organisation, which had 30,000 H1Cnl
bcrs in Queensland, allo\n::d sabotage"--

and so on. \Ye find that these bodi< '· which 
so larg\ly control the position, are in turn 
coming undor the control of olemeuts of that 
kind. I an1 YC'ry rnueh against inrrcac~ng 
the farmer's difficultiPs at the prcsnnt tunc, 
more pT<rtit:'llar1y in vic\Y of the agricultural 
pooition and the diBlcultiPs of tho::o cngago.d 
in mixed farrning, nnd tho irnpossibility of 
t.hose engaged in c"';:port branrhes being able 
to pn<s it on to buyPrs. I do not think it 
right to do an:·thing to incrr a~e these diffi
culties, to incn:aso tLo cost of living, or to 
han1per production in any other ,,~ay, n1ore 
partlf'ularl.\~ in vie,,· vf thr dt'~irc to 
cnconr<l gc farmers to con1c ta Qucen':)land 
from over c and .~o increase tho pQpulation 
and in turn giYr: crnplo.vn1ont to others. 

So far as tho ~'- pprnnticc~hip r)rovision 
goes. I think tl1c)re i::; a good drnl to b~ saicl 
in favour of it. I notiC'0 that tho age 1in1it 
has been douc a wa,. with. In the of 
a connrsalion with the pro,i<lnnt the 
Arbitr .tion Ccnrt .:;:onrP tin1c ngo on the 
question of aprn-c-nJ iccship, he sciid that it 
"\\oul.,d a very g0nd tl1ing 1f Parliurn0nt 
dealt it, and I think eo, too. \Yhil0 
not voting against that part of tho Bill. I 
will do my n:ry utmost to prevent Jh'' inclu
sion of the 1 ,_fercncc to thP ngri'-:uli.ural 
industry. r\s my timo ic no','; limited, I will 
reserve mv rer sons until the Bill roaches the 
Con1mittc;; ~tnge. 

Mr. BULC'OCK (TJarcoo): ThPrc is an old 
maxim th~tt traditions and prejudices die 
hard; and we see it exemplified in the 

altitude of the Opposition towards the 
amendment of the Industrial Arbitration 
Act V\~ e know that in 1916 there were 
g·cntlcmen occupying the Opposition benches 
who rejoiced in different names to those 
thc'y hold to-day so far as the designation 
of their political thoughts are concerned. 
To-dav they come forward and say they are 
a ne,,~ party, '\vith a r1ew aim, and \Yitl~ new 
political principles. The one partiCular 
principle that they enunciate to-night and 
IYhich they haYe been enunciating throughout 
the- whole of this debate, is precisely the 
particular principle that the old Liberal _and 
::-\ational pa1:6e~ have enunciated ever s1nco 
thoro has boon reprcsenta tion in Queensland. 
It is regrettable that tho hon. members 
opposite who haYe risen to address them
selves to this question in antagonism to t_he 
attitude of the Goyernmcnt and the desuo 
of the Government ha Ye not put forw<Lrd 
anything in the "\Yay of concrete argun1ents 
nnd roncr0te facts. If thev convince hon. 
members on this side of the House with 
their an;uments that a grieYous injury would 
be done the agricultural industries of the 
State by the pascage of this Bill, then hon. 
member:; on this s',d~ of the House would 
not be prepared to inflict that inj1.uy on 
those industries. But the arguments of hon. 
members opposite haYe been generaL They 
htwe been specious; they ha vo not confined 
th~._)rnsclvcs to a. discussion of the question; 
but, like Jhe hon. member \\-ho has just 
rcoumecl his seat, they discussed the attitude 
of the worker, to sugar and sugar to the 
'.· orkers-a quution that is not inYolved, 
generally speaking, in the Bill that is before 
u2. The time has come when you must 
analyse the principles underlying the Bill, 
and seo just what the tendency is so far 
c•; the application of this Bill to industry 
i,; concerned. \Ye have to consider the 
economic position of the farm worker, and 
the economic position of the farmer, too. 
Hon. members opposite who have spoken in 
oppo,ition to the principle,, of this Bill are, 
in the main. exemplifying the 1\larxian 
docUine th.ct they are guarding thou 
economic interer.t.<. It may be interesting 
to the people outsid~ to know that, with the 
exception probably of tho hon. member for 
Enoggera. Mr. Kcrr, bon. mc1nbers who 
haYe spoken in opposition to this Bill have 
spoken as employers of agricultm·al labour. 
The arguments they have been adducing are 
arguments that might naciily be used in 
the Arbitration Court in re·ponse to an 
application for an award, but they certainly 
luve not at any time discu.csecl the principles 
underlying the mca·cnre that "e propose to 
pa~s. 

I realise that, when we come to tackle 
this question of industrial organisation in 
the Jicld uf primary production, we are 
faced with one of the big\\'est questions of 
our lives. I know that a healthy, virile 
agric"ltural population is the foundation of 
the social fabric of onr State. and, realising 
that, I realise that those people who are 
laying the social foundation of our State 
are \" m·thY of decent conditions and decent 
11·avos. 'fhere has been some talk about 
our attitude towards unionism. I think the 
ex-leader of tho Opposition had something to 
say about this party having engaged _non
union labour to produce our <'lcction s1gns. 
I can see no confirmation of that complaint, 
but there is a saying which might be dis
torted ju•;t a little and might be made to 
!'cad " People \Yho liYe in glass houses should 

Mr. Bulcock.} 



234 Industria' Arbitration [ASSEMBLY] Act AmendmPnt Bill. 

not cast reflections." 'rhe hon. gentleman 
who made that charge probably Wfl:S not 
aware of this information which is m my 
po~sC'ssion. It reads-

" The following is n. little matter that 
may be useful to you for propaganda 
purposes and incidentally vou may be 
able to ,:cmedy the injustice 'under which 
one of our members is suffering. The 
facts are, ' G. Spence, a drayman, 
owning his own turnout and in the 
employ of the City Council, was given 
ordc1o by the General Storekeeper at 
8 a.m. on tho 11th May, 1923, to go to 
Raymond and Hosmck's sawmill and 
get a supply of timber which was to be 
brought back to the council yard. It 
was there unloaded ctnd cut into lengths 
and placel1 back on his dray again, 
together with two table•- and a tarpaulin. 
Ho was then instructed to deliver the 
goods to Brook sh·pd pollin:r-booth fo1· 
Yowlcs's committee of the Country 
partJ. 'l'he \Yholo of this job lasted two 
l1ours, and he \Yas rather snrpri~ed on 
the next pay day when he was deducted 
5s. 6d. from his weekl, wa_: c. Ho made 
claim to the City Conncii clerk, l\Ir. 
1-VilliamB, for the amount short paid. 
:Jir. \Yilliams stated that he could not be 
paid for that work "' it \vas not allowed. 
Ho then approached 1\Ir. VmY!es's com
nlittf (~ and asked for ylayinc··t for the 
t\YO hours. His request \Vas refused." 

I snppo'e that is the hon. gentleman's con
ception of political and commercial ll10l'dlity. 

Having b .. cn dra\Yn off the argument by 
the attack made b\' ilw hon. member for 
L•alby concerning- O'ur attitude towards the 
nnjons gen,JralJy, I \Yant now to pursue th_o 
legitimate trend of my argument. It Is 
clc.u that the economic position of the farm 
worker is dependent upon the, financial result 
of the industry. .\n improvement in the 
farmer's po,;ition is not foilowed by an 
in1proY01nont in the farm ·worker's position 
,aye and except in t~hc quantity of work he 
•,vill be reCJuirecl to perform. That is to 

'1Y, that under our present E:~ .stem of regula
tion or want of regulation of tho wages that 
fhall be paid to the farm worker, it is abun
dantly clear that the only way that the farm 
worker is liable to share in anv extra 
prosperity 1n the fanning induStry is, 
undoubtedly, by the fact that he will bo 
rCC]Uired to [Wrfonn more work. !\lost of us 
arc of tho opinion t.hat all classes in the 
con1nn1njty~I am speaking of n10n1bers on 
this side of the House-are desirous of 
giving- .dl clacsos in the community a fair 
deal. It i" obvious that this C]uestion of 
agricultural organisation has agitated the 
minds of t.hc people for a very considerable 
period. In the early annals of our indus
trial history-in the very dawn, if one 
might t0rm it such, of industrial organisa
tion or of the union movement-we find t.his 
question of the organisation of the agricul
tural workers occupying· a very prominent 
place i·n the forcfl'Ont of the politics of thoso 
day,;. Going back nearly a century-to 1834 
-we find an attempt was made in that year 
to organise the agricultural workers in 
England under the auspices of . the then 
Federated Labour Council in England, and 
the farmers employing labour, becoming 
alarmed at the growth of this organisation, 
appealed to the magistrates to issue a warn
ing to agricultural labourers that, if they 
so much as dared to have aspieatio:1s to 

[ JJ r. B u.lcock. 

join the organisation, they would be 
punisbed. and, if they actually did join this 
organisation, which proposed to increase 
w;:urcs from 6s. to 7s. a \Yeek, the: stood a 
vel;;. grave risk of being tnmsported for a 
period of seven years. Three days after 
this, a warrant v, as issued for the arrest of 
six labourers in the village of Tolpuddlc, in 
the South of England, who, when arrested, 
were treated as if thcv had committed a 
most grio,7 ous crin1o. and they ,yerc sentenced 
to seYcn ven,rs' transportation to Australia. 
So wo se'e the dawn of the opposition of 
ho11. members opposite, and thev have not 
evolved from the position that was taken up 
b:- thPir predecessors in P34 when they 
arrested six Tolpuddlc labourers and 
ft?llt0ncrt1 thcn1 to seven years' transportation 
and c ~entually sent t-hem t.o Australia. 

1\fr. COSTELLO: 'l'hey became wealthy men. 

Mr. BGLCOCK: It i,c obvious, if they 
became wealthy men, that the hon. member 
is not one of them. As a matteJ' of fact, tho 
scntcncPs ""'ere conunuted and they returned 
to Englancl some little time after they wore 
transported. _.After those six labourel'S \YCre 

tre.nspcrtcd for attempting- to increase their 
salaries by ls. per week, petitions \Ycrc sent 
to Parliament practically from every centre 
in England a·-king that Parliament should 
regulate t.he '"ages of far1n en1plo~yec''· . P;lr
liament did not do so, and I oUppos J, If we 
could tab' up the debates a; reported in 
"Hamard '' for 1834 and 1835, we would 
find that the minds and the opinions of 
gentlemen in the Cornn1onn on that occasion 
v:cl'e absolutclv s~'noir, n1ous '"ith the 1nind:3 
and opinions "'of' genilcmcn sitting on the 
Opposition benches to-day. Hon. members 
<>ppositc are fond of telling us that they 
bcliu·o in cYolution The,· b0lievo in evolu
tion for the other people, but they believe in 
liberty, as employers, to sweat the farm 
labourer who has to accept employment from 
th0m. The economic pocition of the farm 
labourer has not been a vcrv happy one. 
Time awl again I haYe risen' in my place 
here anc! ~lof<mdcd the right of the farmer 
to a fair, decent. and eC]uitable system of 
livelihood. If I do that for the farmer, I 
have the right to claim that the came treat
ment shall be extended to the farm labourer. 
Hon. members oppo,ite who expound the 
platfo:·rn of the l'oPr,try part:· put in the 
forefront of their platform "EC]ttality to all." 
The·. desire. to exemplify that equality by 
giYi~g the farmers the be 't orgallisation of 
their industn· \Yhich can he brought .,bout, 
without allm;inO' the farm labour~r 10 enjoy 
the benefits whi~h accrue from th, action of 
the State in looking after the agriculturists 
and takin•T an intelligent interc•ct in the 
welfare at the producers. Hon. members 
opposite haYe pointed out duri_ng this debate 
that we haYe to sell the maJonty of our pro
ducts in EHgland and oYe,rscas, and have 
cons0quentlv to compete with the overseas 
parity. Then is one point \Yhich is appar
ently deliberatelY OYerlookcd b hon. mem
bers' opposi1e in that regard, and that is this
that the capital yalue of land in the old0r 
settled countric"' of the world IS far greater 
than the capital value of land in Queensland, 
and the capital that is ncc~ssary for the 
raising of a crop in England is far _g_reator 
than the capital nccecsary for the raismg of 
a crop in our own Sta to. That has to he 
taken into <·cnsideration in computing the 
actual out-of·cockct expenses incurred in the 
productirm d any given article. I believe 
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there has b~en concerted obstruction to the 
rural workers gaining accescc to the. Arbi
·>ration Court. J'\ot onlv do we see it in the 
proposed pa~:"agc of tl~is n1ensure-and the 
hi~tory of our deslre to place this mpaf.nre 
-on th• statu! •-book dates back to 1916-but 
"'"-' lu,J definite practical exomple of the 
dt> ;ire oi mr1nbcrs opposite to exclude 
rural 1rorkcrs fron1 the Arbitration Court 
1\'lll'n the Australian \Yorkers' 1~nion de• ired 
to cite a case 1rith regard to stLt.ion bands in 
!Le Federal Arbitration Court. I ha,-e had 
~,orn( dL'fluite PXIJCl'ience along tho.~,c lin(_ s, 
End kno\V tha' for Yc._~"rs and vcars we \Vero 
delayed in r0gard tO the presevntation of our 
case to the Federal Arbitration Conrt. \Ye 
\IUe told that the court had no jurisdiction. 
But. \Yhen \Ye used the entire \Ycight of our 
organi~ation in the Fedei·al Court-1vhcn "''~e 
::.,aid, in cffPct, "That, if we had uo jurisdic
tion oyer the station hands, we did Lot 
desire an a1Yard for the heel, ~h· a ring. or 
scouring handP,n th,,n the Conrt said, "You 
~hall ha,-c jurisdiction oYer the tcttion 
hands.,, \Yith that e tabli,,hcd, v e got our 
ca:e through, and ,, e went, from £1 or £1 5s. 

in Olll' initial award to £2 8~. a WC ,:k, 
'' Gluh ~ of glomn'' prcdicb'c1 tha1 

pct-~1 oral indt wonld lw ruined. But 
dH' pc:,,ition to-da.v, :::;u ~<:r a:-~ the shc·C}Hncn 

concerned. at lea:::t. j:-; that tlH'V aro pa~·c 
tl1l'oncdl a pcrit)(] of lHH'XUnl~plcd pros

perity ana arc wPll able to pa~,- the v :1.ge;;;, 
1nd en_'n Jnuch higher \Yagcs tfHul they :·re 
equircd to pay at the present time. 

l\h. Yowr~F'i: \Yhat about thP ~attlenwn? 

1\Il-. BCLCOCK: At the tirno the "'"" r,l 
f~Jr the cattlen1cn went through. it 1-ra~ obvious 
1:octt the cattlemen eould P"Y it; bnt I want 
to -dray\- the attention of the ~:_x-leader of t.ho 
Counirv lH~rt ,7 to the fact that so <;loon as 
thnt il1dn' 11':,: bocan1e lcs", pro

1

~pcro-ns and 
C~ppoarcd to lunc fallen on evil cl '''S tho 
A rbl1l'ntion Court reduced the \Y<l~g~s iH 
f1Cf'1l:dancc ·with the decreased prosp:ri1.y of 
1 ho 1ndndry. So that the in cl donee of an 
crbitration award for ihe cattlemen was n 
yariab]c quantity V\ hi eh could be extendPd 
c.r di1njnishcd. and \vas governed bv the 
prospPritu of i he industry; and th V :;::;:une 
,,ractice applies in the aj)plication of any 
award made bv the Sta'w Arbitration Court. 
It _is o?Ytous t'hat _this ;-,ysten1 of farrn regu-
1atron rs neccssar:v 1f we are going to proince 
a sturdy, virile country population. It doe·, 
no1· rcqui1·p very n1uch political foresight to 
R< c that the main roa::on whv \VC are suffer
]!lg" from n, doa.rth of ski lied p <Tricul~ural 
labourers it< clue to the fact that the cn:gcs 
an~ indnccrncnts which ar(' be.ing offered to 
the ctg-ricultural labourer in the farmi1w dis
trict, to-day arc abFolutely inaclPquate, and 
IWC>Ycnt hirn from over beco1nin()" a farrn; r 
hintsclf or extending in any ;th~?r J._ ... iven 
direction, It is obvious that a m,~n on ~£1 a 
·week is neY•'l' going to cstabli<Sh an fL )nmnic 
1ildcpondcnrc, nor j;;; he going to be r. blP, 
under our present conditions, to '";trrblish 
hin1sclf on a farrn of his o\vn. I n1<:1intain 
that the farm labourer of to-day is the poten
tial farmer of to-morrow. We want tho 
young men of Queensland who are going- to 
be tr,:inod in the principles and pnctic'e of 
farming to be able to start for themselves. 
It is quite apparent that the majority of tho 
old farm hands. who have been exploited fo1: 
the be't part of their lives, stand a very good 
chance of spending their days in Dunv:ich, 
unfortunately, under the present system, 
which hon. members opposite seek to perpetu-

ate by refusing to allow this amendment to 
gu into the Industrial Arbitration Act, _In 
t.irnes of deprcs,:ion and grave national cns1s 
we find the farm labourers applauded to the 
:,ice. \V e flnd men like Lloyd G· •Jrgo say

ill~.;. "1\ever again shall tho farm labourer 
be allowed to sub;;ist in the ubject pov8rty 
to which he haG been accustomed. \V o will 
rai~o him up, and give him a proper placA 
in our comrnunity." During tho period of 
the war in England the farm labourer was 
getting decent cundition:;-ronditions '"hi eh 
llL' had never dreamed of before-and ,,gri
culture boomed in Great Britain. But with 
ibe passing of tho war the promises made in 
ihc heat and pa:sion of h ·ttle ''"ere for
gotten, until ~Ne find to-day that the 
",.,ricultural labourer is being thrown b,rck on 
to his C\Vll economic resources, "'""hich in 
c•fiect meano; that he is subsiBting partly on 
the 1vages he is receiving from the ('mp2o_--cr, 
r.nd partlv on the dulc he is gettim; from 
ilw v.' rim;s boards of guardians. This prin
rip;e of conciliation ]s no new prin(_iplc. The 
Co .. 1ition Govcrn1nent in Great Brlt:tin jn 
1921 repvalcd th'l Agricultural Prodnction 
A<~, and broke the solemn pro·niscs d1cy had 
!!~\-en to tho farmers, repudiating every 
;;romi' o t h<". lmd made to the ar;rieultnral 
pro 1w ers o(Eng-lanJ. They did th0:d) thi!lgs, 
nL no protc-~t \Yas n1adc lnd no \~o-:.ce reused 

t rcpudia tion in that recpect ; and yet 
it was one of the grcat·'c-.t 0x;tmplcs of 
J','J:ldiaiion c ,n find. y,'hen they 
r<'ncaiPd that in 1921 tl P Coneili:dion 
Commiitcc was appointed bv the Hmrc of 
Con1mons io consider th(~ n~gulation nf ihc 
\\"' gcs and conditions of fann \Vorkc.:·s. It 
is 0bYiom that thn employer- haYe up to tho 
r,rf'·cnt taken advantagr- of the -:;c1tterea 
naiure of t~c industr::. The men 0ngageJ in 
pri111ar::7 productiou-thc Pnlplo-. <'C~-r <11not 
gt-t tngcthPr to Cli~cnss their grie\'llDCGS a.nd 
t·{):-mulatc logs. That has Dl":ays been tnkcn 
ndYaurngn of, 8nd the worlu~rs rnost difficult 
to organjsc 8T8 those who eannot get 
together and discuss their grieyanccs. 

l\lr. LOGAN: The same thing appiioo to the 
farmers. 

Mr. BULCOCK: \Ye gave tho farmers a 
:"·vstem of organisation whe1·eby i:hfJY bcean1e 
ll-l'lSters of I he destiny of t 1wir own prod nets. 

An 0PPOST1'ION J\oiEoiBER: ::"-Jon-cnse. 

Mr, DULCOCK: l do not desire t,:> c,nter 
into the technical details of what we did last 
.rssion and in previous see ·ions in that direcM 

1 ion, but the: outcome of our whole system 
of lcg-islatiort \Vas the creation of an organ
i,atic.n whcrcbv the farmers should be enabled 
to control the "de;tinv of what thov wero pro
ducing. And it is doing that to" wme con-

siderable exhnt l1t the pro.-cnt 
[8 p.m.] time; but the point is ~h,lt ;vc 

cave them that orgamsatJOn 'nth 
a Governm<':'nt bountv-or sub,idy. We not 
oniy created the machinery, but we . also 
financed the machinery to put them m a 
l1ctler position than they had occupied in the 
past, and in spite of what hon .. mern!Jen 
rr.ay have to sav to the contrarj 1t IS ?b,·J:ms 
t!:at the justiflcation for the lccpslatwn 
\ hich we placed on i,he sta.tntc-book to 
br·neflt the farmer is the fact that it has met 
with a v0ry ready and a very hearty ;wcept
ance and response amongot the farrnm(.l 
<'ommunities of Queensland. 

Mr. EDWARDS: What ha Ye you clone in a 
practical way? 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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J\Ir. RCLCOCK: I ''-oultl not be inclined 
bJ ~mggr -.t that the hon. tuernbcr for :;:\;auango 
\Vas ca11ablc of o,·olYing anything practical 
for the wellbei11g of the country ,,-hlch hf' i:3 

supposud to represent. I bolieYO that 
amongst other thing·· tl1e passage of this 
Bill js going to bring abcut 0110 thi11g which 
i,:; y,.:_~'Y ncces•.;_ry to tho a-_:.ricultural pro~
pol·ity of our State. I refer, of course, to 
thJ cxtcn-ion of thr' svsten1 of incliYidual 
hon1c~. 11 h ro aro auv in1mber of lllCll who 
are sick and tired o~f working for ·wages. 
Uivc the en1plo; ccs in agricultural pni·~)',Iit':) 
an opvo:..tuuit~· 10 earn good \va:-.-e'', a.nd it 
will not lw long bdme they ar·· endoa you ring 
to ~c·lcct land of thcil' 0\\'11, aud, \) ith the 
opportunities which wo a1·o offering m 
l~ueell~]and to-da~·,', that a~piratiou will bo 
ea;;~ of realisation. Thmw individuals are 
11oi to labour. \Yl1e11 all i~ 
said done. voiuu1c of Clnplo.,·nwnt 
i.d the rur._tl indu'~tl·ies not alrcadv eo\ ercd 
by av,-ards is rt"LttiYCi} sn1all, a~nd, as a 
mattel' of fact. t11c nuju;t, of th~ labour 
en1p!oyc -l is of a c;::u-,ual l11:.,llue. The 
organi::Httion which dominates these industri('s 
fro1n an indtLStrial poiut of vic•\v~that, j.,, 
the .. ::\u~tralian \Yorkcrs' L 1Jiou-rightly and 
kgitiHlht~ly clain1 the ri!:.~~lt to p1ot~ct 1ts 
lYielllbers during· the whole period of their 
empluyH1L'nt. and uot <luring broken period;-::. 
That i._ to if nHUl iakes a ticket in the 
~Au::.trnllau LTnion for twelve 
rnonth3 and pur::~w.:~ run-J the ..:\us-
tra..Jian \Yorlc('r;:,' Cni-:Jn tlLtt he 
should be protected for the ,.-hole twelve 
rnouihs and not :1-or a11y p\!1·iod of it, and 
tll"l'• i thl'J·,·forC Yl'l''-' gl'a.YC f"a~·on \Yhy the 

orker ·.lwultl be brought "·ithin the ambit 
of the ~-\rbiti·atio~l Court in t~1is particular 
directioll. ln FranC\',, thcr\...· no 1.cvver 
tha.11 6/00,000 agri, ultu!·al engaged 
jn indiyiJual fanning. nnrnbcr ~s just 
doublP in the l)_uited Ntuies of .AL.erica.., and 
the tinH_~ will come \rhcn wu i11 (~uecnslanJ 
will be able to coLtnt the lllllllbcr of persons 

in agricuHnrai i1 Justries, iir:;t b:: 
oi t.lwu~and a11J finallv bv the 

milliou. That is the destiny of QLieen~land, 
fron1 \\h_i.,h .she Cl.lHlot e:.capc, and, that Oeiu5· 
fO) Vi'C n1ust cndo~~vour tv fornlldate a basis 
011 which \Yt' ca.n 1-vork. It is obviou:J. that 
all the lcgi~:Jution \VO have been passing has 
had tlw dTcct of standardising agricultural 
pur~uirs; ar.d ,.,,)tdd \'OU sta.ndardi~;;e ehee;e 
<l'llcl lH..tttPr nd ~ pools aud let tho 

oi: \;hole lot---that i>, 
)~tion of vvag:~s----go un·,J1Y\ j ·::· 

Then• :re lll n:y \YUys D1 looking at th.i.J 
qm tion. IliJ ycm notice that one of tlu 
n orn1ng· rcv;::ntocl t ho other day 1,_b \i: 
._, !Jorlv H.ussinn ·(,_~~relicts hau 
laudeJ iu "\.nd did 
or thrco tl1:11 tho· ) Ln 

individual~·, who 1vcru suppo·:l.":d io haYC (·'Jl~lo 
frorn ~~9Tic·ultural '~i:,trict·· h~·d been 
t)n1ploycl at 15s. Y\'C':k ·: Is that \Yhat 
hon. n1c1HbC'r~ dc,sin' to p"'rpctnutc? 
Do thcv dc~iro able-bodied : __ 1011 should 
be C3Tll;loycd for 15:-3. a \T:cck; r~d Uo 
expect that, having Lce11 
figurt theY will be able 1o 
of eit1zP11::lhi1) that is de3ira ble in a 
with a dL!lJO(Ttltic Co11stitu1ion ;.~lch a'' our·;;·: 

l\Ir. Con f. ·:a: .F ancv to co~r:c 
here for 15~. a wc~··k 'j Russia 
must be like. 

JYir. Dl-LCOCI\::: It has been suggestl'd 
that the yo]ume of wages in the L~nited 
I{ingclont in ngriculturul pur uits is such a.s 

[lHr. Bulcock. 

to allo\v the produce!' to con11Ktc ·,ucccss--· 
fully 1vith us, or to put his produce on the 
n1arkct at a lovver rate. _An analy::;is oi tho
la test figures I ha ,·e boon a bl o to get shows 
that, relatiYel,v speaking and actually speak> 
ing, w·orkers in agricultural ptusuih; in Eng, 
la1.:.d are receiving rnoro tha 1 \Yolker& 
eng:.1gcd in sin1ilar tasks in Queensl_and. T'o 
be oxplieit, the actual wage-. lhat al'C bting 
paid in Scotland arc frnm £1 14s. to £2 4s. 
r, wcdc, and in EnglanJ trmn £1 9s. to £1 
19s. a week. 

l\Ir. MOORE: And keep thc;n ch·cs. 

J\Ir. BULCOCK: That is not so. Opposi· 
tion members haYe rop"atcdly said that the 
cost .in~,ulyod by an avhlrd is pa:;sed on. 'rho 
c.u:.~ts of awards arc r)asscd on bOnlctiine·;;, 
unfortul'atcly, but at othf~r· times t h ':· arc: 
not. r:ehc -v:oolgTo\ving inJu:;:try 1.n~ uot n1~ 
industry which was ablo to pa.:-:s it on. and 

it provides an exan1ph~ of a,n a >Ltrd 
has rnct with con:-:;picuous succes~. 

~Ir. ::.\loOHE: There v.Tac a keen dcn1anL 
fo'' wool. 

:11r. Dl'LCOLK: _\nd there will be a lze," 
den1a11d for othcl' products. Then.' i~ not 
too nntch bz·ing producc·l in the -..vorld to
duy, but, owing t.o induRt.rial J~_~pn .. ·-.iv_l, 
n1any pcaplo 1vho really requirr) what .js 
bPin(f' producea are unable to purchase 1t. 
\\-hc~{wver you get industrial dqJrt ion the 
hu·n1 labourPr. because he i.-:l unorganiscJ
aud the fanner i,;; unorgani~, cl too in the 
n1ain~is. th'? first to :;;ufi'er, and. been use \Y·e 

d( ~ire to do awav with that suffering. we 
are told that \YC ~are introduclng· red ruin. 
,d10n, as a matter of f'act. the passage of 
li1is Bill is going to be one of ! he ]all dmarks 
in the industrial progress of Queensland. 

GovERK:HE><T 11Ei\IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

}fr. RCLCOCK: Hon. memlwrs oppooite. 
iSUC'h as the hon. mc1nbcr for Bur_wtL, I 
think, said that tbey .,~·ould rai:~(~ 11~ {"opposi
tion to the Bill if \re eould 8how tll\'111 the 
way ''hereby tho eo' t cculd he pasoc•d o'l. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is not 1vhat I said. 

::VIr. RCLCOCK : If the hon. nwmocr did 
r]ot sav it. he meant it. But I do not want 
to be 'unfair t~ him, if he did not > 1y it. 
Certainly ono member of tho Opposition did 
say it. I hear it suggested tha~· it \';a2 tht~ 
hon. member for Mnrilla. 

Mr. CoRSER: l-Ie i;:; not hen.~; put it on 
him. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BVLCOCK: I shall be fair. and s.ty, 
therefore, that one nwrnber on the Opll0'3i
tion Lenchc· said that, if v e cou]d ·shmc how 
the extra cost could be pas·;c·d on, they would 
nut object to the Bill. 

Hon. F. T. BREXNAN: They all thou6·ht it. 
(Laughter.) 

::.Vh·. BlJLCOCK: 'Ill at is an additional 
re why the countrJ is swinging to 
anJ divorcing thoc;c IYho 

ith the c,.Jlloitr s by 
nF~rnhcrs Ritting oppof-',ilt~. In thi~ lliDnth ';.::: 
u Arrricultura] Journal "-I au1 ah·aid hon. 

· n1cn~bcrs of t.ho Countr~7 11arty 1Hll'ticu1arl:v 
do not r;:)ad it, but i{ tbGv \\ill condesLJ}!Hl 
t) do so they \7

, ill get ,o1no ycry i11tcrc -ting
information-·are to be found some very 
striking figure;;;:. sho~,~ring the .fanner's pro
port'con of tho total valuo of luB product. It 
works out like this : Of the price paid fm· 
bread the farmer gets 35 per cent; of tbo 
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price of meat he gets 40 per cent. ; of tho 
price> of milk 47 per cent. ThPlC IS a b'g 
1nargin thc'l'O lhat the far,noi ha~ ,.till to 
get, Let us see what the Jni,dcllcrnan gets. 
Of the btoncl price the miller, baker. and 
tran21Jortcr get 65 per cellt.: {)f thP nH.::oat 
price the bntclwr and his allies g2t 60 per 
<-'ent.: of the xnilk lJrico the 1nilk con1bine 
and tran:·-portcr g-et 53 per cont. Let tho 
farmers or;;;anise on n scientific hasi5, so that 
they {'an ovcrcorne this discrepancy and get 
the 30 per cent., the 40 per cent.. the 50 per 
cent .. a11d the 60 p0r cont., and e1nploy it 
in the conduct of their own businc •S Then 
we sh.1ll hear no protest about decent wages 
beinc; paid, but rather shall hear tJw 
farmer sa- that he likes to pay good wag-s 
becau"' it attracts a better class of incli
viduals to farming pur,uits. One hon. gentle
man, wLo has since loft this Chamber under 
oompul~ion, said in 1920, during the Jlf!_:~sage 
of th~ Wheat Pool Bill, that it wa almost 
impo- ible to get a stack builder on the 
Downs. 

1\.fr. f:LPHIXSTONE: tic Wa' CU1TII1<'!J d to 
leave this Chamber because of the rcrkiribu
tion of seats. 

Mr. BULCOCK: The bte hon. n:ember 
for Drayton ~uggcstcd that the fannPr:-3 wero 
willing to pay £] 5s. a dav for stack 
'builders. If that i. d.icatcs anything. it indi
cate. that the farmc· • in the 1' ,,t h_:ye not 
considered it worth their while to allow 
voung fellows to lc:,rn to bccm::ne stack 
builder..,. The sainP J.ifficuli\ concerns us 
to~day, and practically ever~'~ fann0r has a 
difficulty in gt~tting .1.'iJ1cd labour to f·mHlnct 
fanni11g· O)H'rutio!''~, in gctilng skilled labour 
to tako off his crop, and in other dirPctions. 
By i11crea~ in·~ 'vage,3 ar~d attracting; .a virile, 
shadfa·t, and good type of \Yorkcr to 
farming pursuit~, instead of attractillg the 
c:&sual v.-nrkcr. who \Yill onlv rcmo_in in 
farn1ing pur~uit~ so long as b;~ r~'quin:.-" to 
raise !~lOD( v to take hnn into ~.on1(' other 
f'phcrc 1\·hc~·o ho can bo engaged in :::onlP 
other indu i ry dt a d0ccr•t all(l aJcquat • 
'\Yap;e, the far.mc-r \Yill have g good. ~.J ll
traincd bodv of l1H"n \Yho vvill con_-;idc ab1' 
nngnh 11t thC income of the fanner b~v the 
application of skill during the farming work. 

1\lr. ELPHIKSI'ONE: Has the payment of 
high >>ages pro,luced more skilled labour m 
Queens! and? 

Mr. DULCOCK: 'There is no dearth of 
skille-d labour in. Queemland in certain direc
tions. H you look at to-night's "'Telegraph" 
vou >vill see that the Canadian Government 
;ue going· to pay £5 per week, and pay £12 
for fr.rc-s fron1 England to Canada, and 
guarantee three months' employment to 
English farm labour0rs to migrate to Canada 
for three months to help take off their wheat 
crop, because they ha Yt: not trained the men. 
that they should ha ye trained in the 
Dominion of Canada. \Ve cannot solve our 
problem in that direction. because we are 
10,000 miles away from that ·ource of labour. 

Quite a lot has been said about the effect 
the a.ward is going to have on rural industries. 
In the Hrst place, one effect it is going to 
have is that it is going to stabilise the idus
try by allowing the farmer and the farm 
labourer to know precisely where they stand 
without the possibility of any industrial dis
putes. At tho same time, it will create a 
feeling of confidence. because exploitation 
will not then be possible. It will force the 

f'lrn1cr into a proper ~ystem of organis~ttion. 
That is one of thr best l'C:mlts that I know of. 
Tho fanner onlv rist'.S to an oc-ca.:iion 'vhen 
he is forced to it. I believe that the native 
genius of our Queensland farmer is equal to 
the genius of the farming community in any 
other part of the world; but the farming 
ron1munity in Queensland, in cmnn1011 \Yith 
farming communities in other parts of the 
>~·orld, are not capable of rising· to an 
occasion until an occasion rises up and bites 
them, and thev then Hnd themselves in the 
position that they are in to-day. 

\Vo are embarking on one of the biggr,t 
industries that Queemlancl ,.-ill know. I 
refer to the cotton. industrY. Arc we not 
jnstifted at the outset in s:1yinp: that decent 
conditions shall pre' ail in that industry? I 
want to remind hon. members that less than 
100 ::ears ago the cotton indu'try was a 
~la ve industry, and a ,·ery bil tc r v.-n r was 
fought to perpe-tuate the S}stem of g1owiug 
cotton by slaves. \Ye do not dc~·.i;·(~ ~.ho 
cotton indL!stry to be a ,-hitc-slave indu: \ry 
in that sense in Queensland. \Vo de--ire tho 
application of the best industrial condi'ci ms 
to that industry, and we on this siclo .I re 
determined to see that those conditione arc 
a ppli~d. The cotton industry is going to 
be an industry of unparalleled impo!'tanee to 
Queen land. It is gorng to proviclc ,,,-ealth to 
the farmer, and that is what hon. members 
opposite want. IV e not only want to see it 
proyido wcaith for the fanner, but " com
petence to the men who will haYc to produce 
that y:ealth-that is. the farm labourers 
engaged in the operations. I want to re·vert 
to the debate that took place in this Chamber 
in 1920 on the introduction of a Bill to bring 
\YOrkt~rs in the wheat industrv undt'r the 
operation of the Arbitration Court. We snb
scquently clrscOYl'red that we had power to 
brln~ tht'm· under that rourt without intra· 
ducing that Biil. Some yery significant 
things W('l'C ,,aiJ by l1on. rnernbers oppositP 
during- tho progress of that debate. I think 
it ·was th0 hon. n1crnbcr for Dalb~··, who \vas 
then the leader of th-• Opposition, who cried 
blne ruin. Ho eaid the industn· .,-ould bo 
ruined, and that whca tgro,..-ing ~voul d eea:::e 
to exist as a con1mercial enterprise in 
Queensland. 

:\Ir. Vo,--r.;__": I ne.-er said that. 

j\Ir. DL:LCOCK: If the hon. member looks 
up "Hansard" for 1920 he will sec that that 
is what he said in effect. 

Mr. VOWLES: No. vYas the award put 
ini o operation? 

:\fr. BULCOCK: The hon. member for 
Aubig·ny saicl that he believed in arbitration 
for c,omc inclmtrios. but ho did not believe in 
arbitration for the rural industriei. 'Tho 
hon. member for Cunningham said that it 
would be a more manly thing to bring tho 
workers in the wheat industrv under the 
Arbitration Court by an amendment of the 
Industrial Arbitration Act of 1916 by makin_g 
it applicable gPnerally to the rural industries, 
but he claimed that it as a wrong thing to 
do that. Hon. members opposite contended 
that the Bill at that time was going to ruin 
the industry. 'The then leader of the Oppo
sition "'aid, " You are trying to ruh1 this 
inclu~trv and create trouble." In effect, hon. 
memboi·s opposite said that, if the farmers 
who asked for the \Vheat Pool knew that the 
GoYernment were going to tack on an amend
ment of tho Industrial Arbitraiion Act in 
order to bring in the workers in the wheat 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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industry under that Act, they would have 
had nothing to do with the Bill. The hon. 
nwmbcr, who is now the leader of the 
Cuuntry party, ouggostod that the,. did not 
want the Bill if that amendment wa·\ going 
to be tacked on to it. Yet we find that there 
was no indu·trial trouble at that time, nor 
has there been any induc,trial trouble since 
in spite of what the Jcremiahs on the 
Opposition side said. Furthermore, after the 
principle lutd been law for twelYe months, 
in spite of what hon. rrwn1ber:3 oppc;:,ito said, 
the farmers, by an overwhelming ballot, 
decickd in fayour of the continuance of the 
Whe:tt Pool. 

Th" PHE~IIER : Hear, hear! 
Mr. BULCOCK: That proves that the 

arg11ments that were advanced in 1920, and 
which are similar to the arguments that are 
being a'-~Yanced to-day against the passage 
of this measure, \vcre 1•·ithout foundation. 

l\!Ir. YowLES ir.terj octed. 

:i'dr. BCLCOCK: The hon. member for 
Dalby said th. t the industry would be ruined 
if tlnt wa done. Since then the wheat 
indu ,try has been n1ore prosperous. The 
hon. ltt(:nlber for Oxlcy time and again has 
preac!1ed thP gospel or doctrine or conviction 
of p;·ylilc'nt by rcsult '· 

:l\Ir. ELPli!XSTOXE: Hear. hear! 

Mr. BULCOCK: There arc four wavs 
whereby payment may be determined for the 
agricultnral v orkcr. The first is the present 
sy tom that we seck to amend, that is the 
um·estrictcd law of supply and dcmtanll·-the 
supplying of a man who will do the "·ork at 
the cheapest rate. That is the privilege 
hon. mernbers opposite desire io retain. 

0PPOSITIOX :'.1E~1BEHS: No. 

::\fr. BGLCOCK: 'l'he second system is 
regulation by direc1 action. We do not desire 
that. The third s:.·s1cm is regllhtion b,) 
conciliation and arbitration, which \VO do 
d0-ire; and the fourth system is regulation 
by payment by re-ult·-. L.\.n analysi; of these 
foar s: •t•·ms must disJl<."C of three, and leave 
only arbltrat.ion and conciliation as the pos
sible solntiou of the question \YO are addn~.:-> 
ing ourselves to to-night. 

The ~c'EAKER: Order! Th., h•m. 
mornbPr has oxhau:::tcd tho time allowed und('l' 
thr Stcu1,_lillg Ord(rs. 

IIox . . f. G. AlTEL (.1/bn·t): The Socre-
1rtr.v ftH' -Publi' \"'.-nrk , \\·ho is in charg··· of 
n i• l~ ·,:. u;·,, l.Oi; before dw H~)!tSP, ln.s 
u:-; fL u ( .. -Jt ln..--.id c·xpl..J'l·· cion . 
tlle p1di-:_·y rnucnt on the qu~:~-,tion 
\'. c .l'(' I ha Ye lietcnod · ith 
., ,-er, of im:orc t to tlw 
t'peedJ· on t.hc Go;-crnmcnt 

on the Opposition 
h"s bi'C0>1 a Yor · 
from \"h:: t 1H1's 

think ;t is to be 
that thoro boon too gr',"l· an 

of tLo pcrBond cloment inlo tho 
\::,y~Ja.t the individual rnnrnbcr does 

or '.Yh.tt he {](t; not do, "\\hat \Vages he[-'. '3, 

oe \\-ha.t '.Yages l,c dot not pay, to my rninrl., 
has nothing to do 1vith the grl·at po!icy which 
1· fl'.:•cts a large SLction of tho con1rnunity. 
(Huelr. hear') 

bo far as the a1ncnding measure is ron
ccrned (~;ere are nortion·, oE it which r ttur
ally mu t appoaf to every ,ectio:l of tho 
;· ... !!HJHHnty whatever their political opiT'lons 
mnv be. I had tho hononr to launch tho 
Cr ... : vya~ .... ·s board jnio operation. 

[Jlr. Bulcock. 

0PPOSITIO!': JYlEThfBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I haYo alwavs Leer> 
one who believed, long before thoro \\·as any 
nwthod by which the employee and employer 
could come together and when no tribunal 
exieted which could fix the wages lo Le paid, 
that it ".1s absoluteh necessary ,' nd essLntial 
that some such method shoul~l bo prm·id,·d 
by the Legislature. In the \Yagcs Boards 
,\et "c. have the first measure by which the 
two parties n1et and a n1inirrnun Vi'age could 
lJO fix·c.d and adopt eel to be paid to thos" 
engaged in tho difl'eront induHriee. The 
A1'bitration Ads which followed, Hnd tho 
!p,,, ards under thorn a re considered an imvrove
ment on the old vmg•cs board syst'm. T!lat 
may OY may not be. Ho\vevet·, I Ill 1_y say 
that, so far a" the old '!\·'ages boar·ds ,.\ere con~ 
-cerncd, the:/ C'Crtainly were vrry dfh:tiv,, at 
the time of thoir c-;tablishmom. 

Mr. HciRTLEY: \Vhy did you throw them 
mer board? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The, enabled those· 
who controlled industries ancl those ,,ho were 
engaged jn thmn to con1e together at a ronnel 
t:dJe conference for a purpose of di,:;;cussing 
what adequate )Jayment should be paid in 
the particular industry. 

Advorting to the measure which we a.rc 
discu~3ing, the proviBions dealing with 
''·pprenticeohip are ones which the Minister 
must be commanded upon. At the same lime 
I am ver· glad that the party of which he 
is a member has apparently repented of tlle 
attitude it has held hc•r, tofore in connec
tion with apprentices, because \YC n1ust all 
rccogni~o that·, if wo are to have skilled. 
1vorkers, it is noces ':ary t.hat a pp rent ieos. 
should be trained for that skilled .,·ork. 
Any policy that insists that each youth 
shall simply be an uno;killerl worker is 
cne whi eh is econon1ically unsound, and one 
',,·hich has an effect which is not bcneficieJ 
C>pon our youth. Sureiy we do not propose 
that the whole of our youth shall either be 
c!c·rks or unskilled workers? In skilled work 
\':c hl11·c something which appeals to the imagi
nation of a largo percentage of our youth, 
v.ltG, hitherto. owing to the fact that there 
\Vas a n'lstriction, ha Vf'! bePn unable to 
become such workers and carry out th:1t ,-ork 

hich requires the olemont of skill :,:·e unfor
(ur,atcly lack to-day. I think, ,.., ithout sctying 
n_•r.' rnuch iurther on this particular quos 
tion, that we realise to-day that, owin& t0 
tllf' fad that wo haYe not trained onr youths 
to these skilled trades. there arc manv men 
who hav' to be employed. and who" hav,, 
lW\.t''l' had an apprcnti<-e~hip but ha,-c sim]lly 
pic·kcd up the t<·ade the:· arc cat'l'::-ing ont. 
The.: do their best, but we must realise that 
th0ir best is not equal to (he efficiort-:y tl10y 
wcntld have po"·-,essed had they had the tra.in
inq which is absolutely necessary if iho: arc, 
to bccom:; masters of their trade. So far as 
t h·:t portion of tho rr1easure is concern0d 
t':._re should be .1bsoluto unanimity on the 
t.nrt of eYery member of this House. 

The next question is the oxtenoion of the 
overations of the Act to those engngr'd In 

domestic son-ice. ~eo my mind this proYlsion 
is quite just1£iable. If the employee· of th?"' 
engaged in an lndustr:~~, such c1s kcPplng 
lodging-housc3, are compelled t.0 come under 
awards, why should not all thoce wh& 
ur11 eng t.ged similarly be brought nndel' an 
'"'·arc!? It must be rcmernberod, however, 
that don1estic service is not an indu~tr? for 
making a profit. However, why should not 
the 'O who m·e wealthy and able to emplo0 
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domestic serYants pay? I have no brief, no 
;ympathy, for the wealthy. It is not the 
function of any member of the Legislature to 
endeavout to obtain conditions for ~hnn1 
which will enable them to pay a loss aP1ount 
than has to bo paid by others for similar 
\York. 

The inclusion of the men engaged in our 
co>csting trade on boats is likewise a step 
a.bout which there cannot be an:, dispute. 
There are one or two matters that in Com
mittee I shall probably ask the Minister to 
nmJ;lify or explain. 

To a groat extent, and to my mind t.he on!:;· 
debatable matter under the Bill, is th,, ono 
' hich affects the rural '-\·orker. I am with 
those members who practically ask whether 
the Council of Agriculture has expressed any 
cpinion upon Lhis particular phase, or upon 
this particular policy. To my mind it was 
rtuite a justifiable qLJery, because from the 
e'Xplanation '"hich was given to this Cham
l L'r, the Council was established to advise 
the Administration on the best coune to 
pursue in connection w·ith our primary 
industries, and those engaged in them. Th<e 
::\1inister has indica tcd that, when this 
measure becomes law, with the applica
tion of the Arbitration Act to the rural 
·nn-ker, it will moan prmperity to our pri
merv producers. If that is m_ and if it can 
be demonstrated that is so. then there can 
bo no dispute upon the wholP c1uestion. The 
only matter. to my mind, is: vVill it add 
t<J their prosperity? In discus<,ing the 
waiter wo have to realise that those whc• are 
engaged in our primary industries had full 
and fair warning that, if the Labour 
Administration came into power and a-dminis
ti'red the affairs of Stat", the,e workers 
wcmld be brought under the Arbitration Act. 

GovERX;uEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Box. ,J. G. APPEL: Thoro is no ques

tion about that. As far back as the general 
election of 1907, the late Hon. David Bowman, 
of respected memory, speaking at Charle
vi.lle, stated distinctly that the Labour party, 
if it had the opportunity, would insist on 
brin~Ting the farn1ers under the provisions 
nf ine \Y agf ..; RoarJs A.ct. 'fhe pri1nar;; 
l•n;dac(·rs 1nnst haYc realised, or should hnYP 
rccdi '"1. the fact that thcv would be include<] 
nndcr the provisions of i'he Arbitration Act 
if the Labour party again obtained posses-

" ion of t h" Trca .. nrv benches. 
[8.30 p.m.] The only point i; this :

0 

I followed 
the course of the Premier during 

his rcr 'nt election campaign throughout the 
fr:rming and dairying d~ tricts of the Statr, 
c nd I know that he v·ould not cefinitel y 
c-i ale that this action -.yonld be taken. 

)vir. ED\YARD;1 : I-Io si{.le-trackcd. 
The PHE'IIIETI: The hon. member is wrong. 
Ho~ .. J. G. AI'PEL: Then the Premier 

"as either not reported or was incorrectly 
r<•portecl. 

The PllE,IfER: I was concctly reported 
1" the " Daily l\Iail." 
Ho~. ,J. G. APPEL: It chcl not ap)War in 

any of the papers \Yhich I saw. I was going 
to rC'mark that the only thing that I am sorry 
about is that the PPmicr was not more candid. 

l\1r. H 'RTLEY: You ought to be more care
ful what ::ou oay. 

HoN .. J. G. API'EL: What nonsense! 
(Langhter.) There is no doubt that he did 
set out to woo the prin•nry producers, and 
ho vvas very succ~:s~ful jn many inst::tnces. 
1\n old friend of mine came along to me and 

said, ·' Tlwre is no doubt that. tne Premier 
must be a man who has the keenest regard 
for those who settled on the land. Do 
you know he has ''Titt.en n1e a letter hinl
SPI f ?" 

CO\'EllX,!C>T MniBERS: HC'<~r hear! and 
la ug-hu,r. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I will read that 
lettPr-

" Brisbane. 21st April, 1823. 
''Dear Sil·,-

''Ao it is improbable that I shall have 
:lll opportunity of addressing a meeting 
iu :-our centre, I hope you will not mind 
1110 "\Yl'i1 ing to ydu personally. 

''I a'·k you to reflect that despite the 
economic depression which has affected 
Quecnslan cl as well as every other 
country since the war, and, notwith
standing the London money boycott 
which was engineered against us for 
political purposes, the Queensland Go
vcrymcnt has succeeded in carrying out 
a vigorous policy of cleYelopment and 
reform since the last elections. 

"I want particlllarly to call your atten
tion to the following undeniable facts. 

"Then> is more activity in Queensland 
than in any other State in developing 
the re"ources of the countrv and in 
opening land for settlement. ' 

" There has been a more genuine 
attempt to organise agriculture and save 
the farmers from ·m:ploitations. 

" There js a n1uch more humanitarian 
attitude iu dealing with all social 
problems." 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: My friend said, "I 
wish t lwv woulcl consent to build our school. 
\Ye haYe been trying to got a school for two 
,years"~~ 

" There is much greater confidence and 
stability and industry. (Commercially, 
Queensland \Vas never mor-e prosperous 
than now.) 

" Conditions of labour and standards 
of life are more favourable to the 
\mrkers in this State than they are in 
any other State. Thhe advantages aro 
not the result of accident, but are the 
logical outcome of Labour's policv. 
(Governmf>nt ;\,Iembers: Hear, hear !) " 

" lleactionaries \Yho a~~ert so fre
quently that Queensland ha·; suffered 
under Labour rule know that the state
ment is false. 

'' I UJ'ge you to take no notice of 
calamity howlers, hut a''ist tho Govern
ment to mak<.J Q<J.ecnsland the best and 
n1ost prosrerous State in the Common
wealth. 

" You cen do this by voting Labour. 
d I am, \ ery sincerely yours, 

" J·:nwAun G. 'l'HF,ODORE. 
"Premier.' 7 

'I'hc wife of my friencl said-and sho "-"" 
such a dear olcl ladv, Mr. Speaker-" ?.fr . 
. \ppel, how can we :;,.otc fol' you when the> 
Prmmer has taken tho trouble to sit -dow:r 
and write such a beautiful letter specially to 
my hneb.mcl, and \Yith his own hand, too'" 
(Laughter.) 

A GonRX1IENT l\IEMBER: \Vhat did ym~ 
sa~- in reply to that? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I nskecl her, "Do 
you really mean to. say that he personally 
wrote that letter m manuscript to vour 
husband?" She said, " He must have written 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 



240 Industrial Arbitrati:m [ASSE:HBL Y.] Act Amendment Bill. 

il." I said, "He sent thousands of them 
out. They arc steJ·eot,.ped." She asked me, 
"Do vou moan to sa,; that the Premier did 
not write it himself-that he had that stereo
typed?" I sttid that hE> had written the 
original, and then had it stereotyped m 
thoucands "nd sent all over the farming 
diqtri{'ts. I '.vill not repeat the rcrnarks 
which followed. 

vYhcro the Premier lackc>d candour was 
that. >vhile contemplating these fine things, 
he did not say in that communication, "And 
I propose to bring the rural worker·•. under 
the Arbitration Act. This more than any
thing else will give ;you prosperity, good 
rainfall. good sea,ons, and will keep up the 
priec of y-our produce." I ag·ain say~and 
I rrccept the Premier's assertion when ho 
says that he indicated to the farmers in the 
different districts th11t he visited that he 
iniPnded to take this action-that it is a 
pity that he did not put thA same thing in 
thi~ beautiful letter which my old lady 
friend thought the Premier sat down and 
wrote to her husband. 

Mr. Por.LOCK: How could the ladY sav 
she was not going to vote for you? " Y on 
were not opposed. (Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: J did not wait until 
thE· election; neither did the Premier-he 
\\TOte this letter before the election. 1 
a<lmit that a lot of the Premier's opponents 
did not realise what an astute politician he 
is. In this Yery stereotyped letter, which 
so many of the primary producers and 
farmers of Queensland thought he had actu
ally \Vritten \V:ith his O\Vll hand--

The PREMIER: I assure the hon. member it 
was not stereotyped. 

An OPPOSITION Mn!BER : He only wrote to 
hi.; personal friends. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: It is not v. question 
of whdher YOU pay big \\·ages or not. That 
does not affect the iscuc, but by means of 
the Arbitration C:ourt a standard is set, and 
every ma·1 has to pay 1t, and, if he does not 
1 a, .. it, he oaght to be f\ne<l for noi obeying 
the law. 

J\Ir. HARTLEY: Ko wonder you \YOre 
roturncd unopposed. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL :· The point, to m:· 
mind, is that it har, been alleged by the 
different 'pe-ak01', that the whole intc•ntion 
is that the primary pmclucer,- w.ho have 
sPilled upon our land are to bo bondited bv 
this inelu-ion. I\ow, >That I want to knoT-;, 
is vdwthcr those who are employed b~v the 
prin1ary producers or the 11rirnar;v produce1b 
thC'mseh-os are tD bo bcnditod '! \Ye 
haye got to realise that. Take a. Jistr·ict 
like the Sollth Co1st district. \\'e h.tYo been 
, ufforing fo;· the last twCJ p•ars from a 
drom!ht that is almost unprecedented. Men 
in some instanct's have ]o:-;t 60 per cent. and 
70 per cent. of their dairy cattle; the:- haYC 
practically 0xhaustcd all11 their savings in 
buying food for the cattle. and "'hen their 
:ouving~ have become exhausted t.hc cattle 
ha ye died. Their CI'Ca1n ch0qucs in sorne 
instances have reached the vanishing 11oint, 
r:.nd I want to kno\V if these are the 1nen 
\vho a.re referred to and whmn it is lHOpo.s--~d 
to make prosperous, or i:, it tho.:-.o who receive 

, a wage frorn those rncn whcthc1· there is a 
drought, whether it is wet, or 'Yhether it is 
fine? l'crwnally I want to soe both benefited 
and, if it can be shown that the primary 
producere can be benefited to the ext<,nt that 
both the farmers and the workers receive a 

[Hon. J. G. AppeL 

decent ]i,-ing wage such as they ohould, when 
vne coneidors the disabilities they e-Llffer and 
the work that they perform, if it can be 
shown bv what means they can obtain that 
liYing wage, then there is no qtH- ~tion tha~ 
the princip!C's of the Arbitration Court ,,hould 
bo extewled to them likewise. Th-at i'· all I 
wish to haYe demonstrated. \Ye realise that 
it is necE'ssary for tho primary prodn( -~r, 1f 
he is to Jiye comfortably, and if he is to pay 
a living wa.gP, to receive a certain rninirnun1 
ralo for the pmduco which he eclls; and the 
gPnc'ral cornrnunity rnu:,t pay for t.h, t pro
duce at that rate, so that those who are 
s"ttled upon the land and are enduring dis
abilities aT!d inconvenience~ which the 
dwellers in the towns have not to face shall, 
at least eo far as rennnwration is concerned, 
receive a living virago \Vhich \VO arc only too 
glad to afford to those who are engaged in 
our secondary industries in the centres of 
population. That is all we ask. To say 
that the majority, or a largo percentage of 
the primary producers )f the State of Queens
land, are opposed to paying a decent wage 
is a libel or -a slander upon them. These 
men are only too willing to pay those who 
are as.·.isting them in their industry as decent 
a wage as is paid by the employer of labour 
in our ,city, and all wo ask is that the 
Administration shall a<;;ist us to obtain a 
suflicient rate for the producP. :!YT.ind you, 
the farmer who ,ows does not alwa,·s reap. 
Unfortunately during the last few years 
farmer;; have sown and the,· have not reaped. 
'l'hey have had to go to the expense of 
plDughing and of planting, ,1nd they have 
had no return. 'rhe:,T havo bad to go through 
the san1e prQccss a.gain, and again have had 
no return. All we ask is that, if we are 
to he included under the Arbitration Act, 
thP Administra-tion will g·o further and make 
such proYision that they may have the Hccos
sary 1d1cro\vithal to pa:,T thc-d2 wages, and 
lilHw.-iFc that the:;. will have, ,,-hat they are 
entit!Pd to, a decent wage for themselves to 
enable them to bring up their families at 
least decem!:.. They are quit,e willing to 
forgo all the comforts of tm,-n hfc>. All they 
a.'k is for a decent return for the work which 
they are carrying out, not a1ono for them
selves, hut for the benefit of tho. whole com
munity and for the advancement of the 
P,tate. Ag-ain I say it is a libel and a 
slander for anv man-I do not care what his 
political erred" or beliefs mav be-to cay that 
the primary producers oi the State of 
C,:ucensuand are not prepared to pay a decent 
v:ag-e to th · men who are engag-ed in that 
industry. 

Hon. F. T. BRENNA"f: \Yho said that? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: To me it was a 
matter of deep regret that mombC'rs on the 
Gm·ernment benches should cast that reflec
tion upon the primary producers of the 
State. Gi,-e them the means to obtain a 
fair price for their produce, and I say compel 
them, if necessarc ··-hut they do not require 
an:, co1npulsion-to pay a. decent wage to 
those who a.re employed in the industry. 

Mr. HYNES: That is the stock argument 
against arbitration being applied to any 
industry. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am not arguing 
against the application of -arbitration to any 
industry. The hon. member for Townsvillo 
misunderstands the whole tenor and nature 
of m\ remarks. In the few words I bave 
had , to say on this question I have 
endeavoured to show that hon. members on 



Industrial Arbitration [25 JGLY.) Act Ammdment Bill. 241 

this side support arbitration. I had the 
honour to initiut: the \Vagos board systen1 
when I was Secretary for Public Works. and 
I launched those boards most successfully. 
They were a success, and I have continually 
advocated the same principle, and I desire 
to sec an extension of the principle to every 
phase of life. 

::\1r. HARTLEY: \Yhy did you pass the 
Iw::lustrial Peace Act'! 
Ho~. J. G. APl'EL: Let those hon. mem

bers -, ho arc most loud-mouthed in their 
interjections introduce a means whereby the 
pri1nary produceL~ may roceivo a do~ent 
price for their produce in place of the mJser
able pittance al present obtained, and we are 
pn'prLred to support thc.n. \Vo know hon. 
n1cn1bcrs opposite have boon objecting to pay 
a decent price for the pwducc which is sent 
in b·. the fa l'lllCro. 

The SECHETARY FOR PCDLIC \YORKS: Who 
objects'! 

llos. J. G. A1'PEL: The consumer' in 
1nany instanecs. Pay the producers a dec0'1t 
price: and. again. I call upon hon. members 
opp0·ito to ithdrav. the libel and slander 
.a:.~ain:::.t the prirnarv,· producers in the State of 
QueC'!l:'} 111d. 

~ . .ir. MUORE pui!ilfll.l!): I would like to 
sa:· a few word:::; on rhis qnc,tion, becau;,c 
it is a In<tU:_•r of ycr,,· yjtal ilnport:tnc,: to th0 
farrning indu-.:try in QuuJnsland. rrh-..: hon. 
uwn1ber for Bareoo inferred by his remarks 
that the e:nployce on the farm should hnYc 
an opJlOrtuEity of securing a fartn for hin1-
sclf. I \YonlJ like to poim out to that hon. 
mombe1· that practically 80 per cent. of the 
farrus on uwu:;- pa1·ts of the Do\n1s to-day arc 
occupied by men who had \Yorked on farms. 
They selcded land becau ,e they had a 
c-huucl) to ncure furrus under condit.1ons 
that gave thcn1 an opportunity to make a 
sm·cecs of it. They were allowed to take up 
land at 2,. 6d. an acrt,, hold it for live :·ears, 
ctnd then they obtained the freehold, when 
they l'Otdd borrow n1oney and irnprove it. 
If tho~c C'onditions obtuined to-day, the 
fann work:Pl':; wcnld be in exa.cth the · atno 
position that iho~:oc: !nen Yd:ore in ... The 1nost 
Sllcccssfnl filrmere on the Darling Downs 
to-day are the men \Yho took up farms 
under tho<;:c_· conditions and 1-vho wore 
previously farm labourers. 

Mr. DULCOCK. It coots £1 000 to settle on 
the land to-day. ' 

Thir. }lOO RE: It does not cost £1 000 to 
settle at all. \Ye want to encourage men to 
take up land. The whole of the lco·islation 
that we are getting at the JHbe~t timo 
tends to\YarcL, keeping 1nen clo·wn to the one 
level, and as long as we do that we are not 
going to have prD"po::ity. 

_We all agree with the proyisions of this 
B11l m regard to apprenticeship. We all 
~·ecognisc th~ t the condition we are getting 
mto to-da0: 1s a bad ono, and we all recog
mse that 1t JS absolutely essential that we 
should haYc some• looser conditions, especially 
a.s \YC arc bnnging in a Bill to bring farn1crs 
under the Arbitration Act, and a largo 
number of their sons will have to go to the 
CJtws and be apprentJced to the various 
trades. I would like hon. members to under
stand that .. thour;h they hlk about pas,ing 
on the cost 111 the various industries it can
not he f""''ed on ill the farming i'ndustry. 
'rhe ::\1ini.-ter eaid that we have an award 
in the butter and chec· .. e industrv, and so we 
haYe, and that award is passed on. It is 
not passed on to the consumer, however, but 
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is passed on to th8 farmer by taking it off 
the price he receives for his milk; but 
a~; ards in other callings arc passed on to the 
farmer by making him pay more for what 
he buvs. Take the case of the cheese 
factories on tho Downs, of \vhich I have 
S01118 experience. rrho average rate of 
illcome of the suppliers is often less than 
that of the employees who arc working under 
av:ards in the factories. I can give an 
in~tance of a factorv ,,-ith twcnty-tv:o sup
plic•rs not far from Toowoomba. 

Hon. F. T. DRESKAN: There are too muny 
chee "c £,, ctoric '· 

J'vlr MOORE: The object of a chec"e fac
tory is to ('nable a number of tSUpplicrs 
'" ithin a reasoHable dishncc of the ractory 
to suppl:: the ncccsce~ry quantity of milk 
required. You cannot cart milk more than 2 
or 3 mile- away f1 om the factories, and that 
is the reason whv they arc small. Tho aver ago 
inc( 1:10 of the t\YPnty-bvo , uppliPrs in the 
fact0rv I refer to last vc' r a"· £154 lf '· Sd .. 
2nd t11e average jnconi.e the tr Lofore £186 

9d. I an1 taki11g the ineon1e of a 
nun1bcr of thcu1. 

Tl11' SEcm;;·_\RY FOR l'CBLJC \YoRKS: Do you 
.-a~.· tlJat they get thclr sole in<'Oil1D fl:o111 
milk:' 

)fr. J\lOOHE: Their solo income. They 
<-~re dair:5-r fanner·, pure and simple. 

The> SECUET.\RY I ou i'UDLIC \'\ ORK~ : ]'\ 0 
pigs or anything else? 

'\Ir. ::\IOOEE : There are not many pigs 
kopt in connection ·with a cheese factory. 
lt i8 not like a butter factory, whore there is 
~kiuuncd n1ilk. I a1n takinr:r thi·· i!:stance 
to ~-hov.· that the incmnc iS not thcrn to 
cnab!f: those farn1ors to plv{ the ,~·1g'-.: ·which 
1viH be iixed. 

The SECRETARl FOR PUBLIC \YOllKS : \Y ere 
the~· r(·gulrrrl. employed for fifty-two 1vecks 
in the year? 

::\Ir. MOO RE: Rc,;ularl:· cmplo0 ed for 
IlftY-1 \YO weeks in the vcur and tho a\ er acre 
anl~)unt v,-;lich those f.~lppl·i~r- l'(~cciYcd \V~-. 
11ot equal to \dL·t the n1anager of the factory 
got. 

:\Ir. BP·\:\D: Is that their gToH income? 
.:\1r. :\IOORE : Their grof" income in many 

case'. and they haYe to pay rates and taxes 
out of it. 

HoB. F. T. BREKSA:>r: I would iike to meet 
them. 

Mr. ::'.JOO.RE : I y,-ill take the hon. gcntle
ma'" up there at the week rnd and imroduce 
him to them, when ho 1• ill see whether they 
are in a condition to hear the rate of wages 
which will be imposed upon them by the 
Arbitration Court. He will, perhaps, not. be 
o anxious then to impose a burden on one 

section of the communitv that thev are not 
ablo to bear. ~ u 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC V\'ORKS: Thcv 
do not employ any labour at all, do they:" 

:Ylr. MOO RE : The Minister does not know 
anything about the matter. He makes a 
statement which is absolutely untrue. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:DLJC WORKS: Tell us 
how many they employ. -

Mr. MOORE: Before the hon. gentleman 
makes such a statement rs that, it is up to 
him to find out \Yhethor it is true or not, and 
not make a bald asoertion. I know what I 
am talking a bout. I know of three cases 
where the farmers employed their own men 
all the :vear round, and last year they did not 
make £200. 

JI r. 111 oore .. i 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: \Yhy 
did YOU uot tell us tlwt -when we a~ked you 
fir,t ·? 

J\Ir. J\IOOHE: I have some figures here 
::::hcnYing· thp. income tax pertentagc:: for ten 
years of farrncrs and fruitgrowcr:::, na.nu::ly~ 

Ytar. 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 

Ntunbc::· of Pt n-cnt; ¥"('of 
taxp>tyers. total tax. 

2.0+0 3.17 
3.377 6.56 
4,097 5.8+ 
3.167 '.40 
3.695 5.29 
1,o.;.1 10.30 
4.313 -+.99 
1,285 2:.29 
1,975 2.82 
1,164 1.75 

The I ast two ycnrs arc the years in w hi eh 
the Govc'rnmcnt 1:iUS we have had C'onditions 
favourrtblo to om· industry, and "hiclt cnablo 
us to pay a high rate of wage. Thee. suy 
that wo have hacl pools, and that the Council 
of AgTtculture has been established-that w c 
han lnd legisldion to enable the primary 
producer to get the full value for his pro
ducts. and that he should thnreforc be able 
to pa~· a "'\Yage corruncnsLuato with the dic
tate., of the Arbitration Court. In the last 
two years quoted the smallest number of 
farn1(cr::: paid incon1c tax, and it \Yas the 
]c,we-t pcrccnta<;es of tax. Does that look as 
if this is an opportune time to bring in 
such u n1t asurc .a, this':' 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PenLrc \Y OILS : You 
can U8C all the·-~ a rg·tnnents boforo the judge. 

JI.Ir. J\IOOHE: Thic is tho place to use the 
argu1nents, so tLat \VC tnay have an oppor
tunitv t,' n.mcnd 1 he Tucasun~ before it i,..; too 
ht0." It is better than waiting tD go beiorc 
thr j Lldgc, ,,-ho is tied up completely. 

The SEC'RET.\RY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: He can 
use hls 0\\'11 discretion. 

1\Ir. ~.'lOORE: It is all very well for the 
hon. gcnt1cman to ~ay that he can use his 
own di,cretion ,·:ith re~·ard to the m.1tter. 

The Sr:cnETARY FOR P<.;BLIC \Yon~'s: That 
is true. 

J\1r. J\100RE; L:pwards, but not down· 
wards. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORXS: \Yhat 
about the ~tation hands' awar-d? 

::\lr. 1\IOOH.E: The judge i3 completely tied 
ctp by the \et. He has a definite principle to 
\l:urk on. l-Ie c.1n go up, according to the 
prosperity of the inductry, but he cannot go 
dov:n beyond a certain stage. 

The SccHETARY FOR PuBLIC \YoR:{S: \\'hat 
did tlw court do in the case of the station 
hand:;;' a\vard'? 

)Ir. JHOOH.E: That wa. b: consc'"t. 
_'\. GoYER)JMEc.;T J'.IE)lBER: You are thrmYing 

dust in the eyes of the people. 

:\fr. MOO HE : It is not a case of th1·o,, ing 
~.lust. in the eye~ of tho people. I arn ~;ho,ving 
t,he condition of tho people \Yho are engaged 
in far1ning, and that it will be a men; 1 CC' to 
the country if a rate of wages is impoc,ed 
which they are unable to pay. If the 
J\[JJlistor can shm, me that during the last 
two ~-tars the agriculnual industrieb have 
enjo0 .cl such a state of prosperity as to be 
'lble to pay the rato of wages which must be 
prescribed by the eourt, I have nothing 
further to sav; but I rcfc•r him to the income 
hx returns to show that it is an absolute 

[Mr. 111oOJ"e. 

impo "ibility for the farmers to bear the 
burdens which will be imposed. Only 1,164 
pccid tax out of ove,· 37,000 farmers. If the 
Lon. gcnUcrnan is prepared to wait and sec 
'"hether the legislation brought in during 
tho past two year.;; is going to haYo the cftecr. 
the Premier said it 1YOl!ld ha Ye, it is a 
different thing; but to bring these con
clitions in at a time \Yhcn \\'.J havo the least 
product ion \vo havo ovoe had, and ox poet 
dw farH1ers to cornply with them, is impra.c
ticab1c. 

The SE:'RETARY FOR PeBLIC \Yom:s: \Yhat 
is the ayerage wuge paid now·: 

=\lr. MOORE: The aY'crage wage in my 
cL trict for ploughing is about 35s., and 
in other ca,es about 303.. and these men 
are employed all the year rouml. The idea 
is not io hav-e too 1nany rncn employed in 
scaccmal industries. lVIv idea o£ the be't 
cl a , o£ employment is for a man to be kept 
iu emplo:, mcnt all the year round at " 'tcady 

It is Letter for him to get a little less 
to !Jo kept on all the year, althouf\'h the 

\York on the fann may not '-\arrant it) rather 
than to have sca,onal \YOrk, Ho; in the sugar 
inclust1·y, fo1· a few weeks only. and then bo 
put off. That is \Yhat it 1s going to a1nount 
to if ,,-c bring these indust1·ics under the 
_\.rbitmtion Act. 

I thin'{ that the hon. member must know 
fron:1 e·,:pcricnce in going round the country 
1hc condition.; that obtain. lt is all Yery 
"·dl to ~dY that it has been done in the sugar 

industry, in which artificia.l eon
[S p.m.] ditions exist, and that it can be 

clone in other inclu~tries. \Ye 
knrn\- tbat the ::;::ug-ar indu.:..tr,,- ,,ould hnve 

pro:-.pcrou..; ~ und~r the condition 
to 1t by tlH' UOT('PJllPllt l'Yf'D if 

been i1o av·:8.rd; but ill other 
we havP no agreement 1vith 
thf' price~ cf Oll1' co.nrnoc1itic:, 
Co1nmi;-;sioner of Pric"s v:he> fixes 

1 n1ax.inHtn1 Two years ago the~ B~1ttcr 
( 'cn1mjssion, in its annual re-port. poEJtecl 
out that, o1ving to our not Gcin);· allo\ver! 
tq get tho vriccs whjch prc.'Yailf'd else-

b. 1·~- in Anst.:ali1., Qucendand farmers 1ost 
£242,000. That '"'" oignf'cl by ::\Ir. Pnrccll. 
on" of lhc members of the CouJncil o£ 
..:\gricnli urc to-day. If you aro going . to 
Lring about a condition of affairs in whtch 
,-cu do not give people the opportunit.: to 
;ccurc for thPir products tho necessary money 
to enable them to pay good wages-;-and 
cyerybody ',vants to sco good wages paid if 
it i~ pob~i.b1e to do Ro, but. no G.)vernrnent 
ha' ever vel been able to compel "· man to 
pay out tl1ore than ho gets in-Qnccml and 
wiil go back irJto tho aggregation of large 
Lol-d.ing-s. Tho 5n1all one-man farmer will 
mu-cly. struggle-because it will be a 
strugglP. Tho only really effective way of 
farming, except on '::itnall F:crutJ area2,. i-: to 
farrn largo areas \vith efficient machinery. 
Fanning on sn1aH areas i;:;: not a sncce ,s in 
nine case~. out of ten, except perhaps in 
lll'tizcg:ro\Yi!lg and on ric!. scrub land, \Vhero 
not n1uch rnacblnery is required. In vdv:-at
groiYing a!lcl otlwr branches of fanning on 
the Do\vns you must haYe n1achinery, and 
"'-OU lllllBt ('ll111loy n1en tu keep that n1arhinery 
iully C'llgagccl; and to do that the 1·ate for 
vour pr,,duce 1TIU3t b" scch a'~ to Cl1.:L-blo you 
t,) pa~,- tl1ose 1ncn th0ir wa ~f's. A CoiTIJ?if'~ 
eion in ?>Jcv. South \Vales, which wont mto 
ihr: cod of growing an arrc o" ~\v}wat, pointed 
cut that tho industn- is unable to bear a 
greater burden than it i, c:•.rr57 ing at present; 
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and ~e\Y Scuth \Vales is a great deal more 
iayourablv situated than Qnccnsland, whero 
tht' clim_atic conditions arc very Yariab1c a.nd 
:: i.;; allllost iiniJo~siblc to kr::u>Y ·when J JU are 
putti.:_~g i11 our crop what you arc going to 
ra-ke off. It is not a business in n1any cascs-
i-:: is a speculation-and, 1vhcn you are carry
ing ou a busincs·-- in \Yhich you ha\ -J one set 
of l"2ople fixing the prices of the things : ou 
bny and another set of people fixing tho 
prices of your labour, and, when the only 
l'll1n 1rho has not a yoice in fixing the~ price of 
L'ither is the man 1vho l:as to buv one uno 
pa~' rhe ether, I do not s ·o ho1v it 'is pos3iblc 
to CJ r ry o::-1 su< ·cs.jfully. 

I do, not wish to take up the time of thr' 
House "lilY longer, I just wish to point out 
1hat, in my opinion, thi:3 is a n:trograde 
stCJ1. I \Yant to soo full consideration given 
h· tho Minister to amendments which will 
],;, proposed from this side of the House. I 
do nut suppose that it is the ambition of 
hon. member,, opposite to soo the >tgricul
tural 2nd dairying and fruit-gro\ving illdu5-
1rio" go back. I believe that their ide'1 is to 
oN·onragc them, find see that the pric s for 
their prodncls are improved, and that indi
v~duaJ~ ",Yho go on the land have a bf'tter 
opportunity of n1.aking a living thrin they 
h;-JYC now. rrbe Government have a hu£0 
Llnd '3( ;.t]cn1cnt schPrnc, and I suppoc-c thr,ir 
idea is to bave successful settlement on t 

sr"all ocalc, It can onlj be made po'siblo. as 
one n1ernbci· on this si do ~ 1iJ, if the l:::_ud 
to \Yhieh they are going is good land 
and tht~ conditions a.i'C' n1ado attractiYe. 
If on top of the present market condi lions 
\\-e are going to bave an Arb~tration Gourt 
award, it is impossible to have land settle
ment on a ~n'lall scale successfullY. It can
J:ot. be done, 1 am not speaking ;t random, 
Lccanse I have had a lifetime of experience 
on the land, and I know the difficulties v;ith 
\Yhich we have to contend, I know that 
fc•m'teen years ago I greY the best crops l 
ha\'e CH'l' had on 400 acres of bucl. Thcy 
HYCl'.tged 16 bags of oats to tht) acre, 9 bns;;;; 
of whc'.t, and 12 bags of barley, It was all 
cnt 1vith a binder, stackcdJ and threshed, 
unci b:;- the tim8 I had ~old it I hari 3s. 6d, 
oYer the harvcstir:g Pxpcnscs, without allow
ing for the ~eed and putting it in. And tho 
r•onditions are not very much better to-day. 
T~,c cost of labour, the time occupied, and 
the, market conditions, make it alwost impos
sible to carev on thlt sort of tvheat harY' st~ 
jl'!f bY sta.el~ing and tbr03hing; so n1uch ~o 
that :vractic'1Ily CYf'ry farlTIC'~· has gon ~ out 
of it. The co•t is too grca. ', and a la.rgo 

is lost bf'f'n usn \F'· cannot afford to 
straw. Thf~ Yiini~t0r Ini:-,·ht take 

a wetk or t\vo and go into the agricnltural 
districts, mcrel.v to seo the returns of t.hc 
formm·s for himself, Nobodv will ,;anl to 
hide ~nything, I. myself wiil take him t0 
r,laccs where he will have the opportunity of 
seeing v.hethe1 the people of "-hom I speak 
ar" able to bear the burden. 

The SECRLI'ARY FOR Pc:BLJC ·woRKS: I will 
lake a trip during the recp,s_ 

l\Tr, 1\IOORE: It is no good takin~, it 
when it is too late. Take it before the Bill 
i' through, If the hon, gentleman finds th · t 
they are able to carry on, I will withdra\\· 
rny oppoeition; but until that is done I will 
oppose the n1oasure in ever~ \vay, th~t is. 
after the second reading, which I do not 
intPnd to oppose, 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC .WORKS: Can 
you giYe me any adequate reason why a 

largo number of f'rnployecs should be 
depriver! of the right to the protection of 
c~n induqtrial lav~·s? 

:\fr. :\100RE: I do not knocv why they 
sl ould, but I do not want to su them 
deprived of employment, and th~t is what 
it means, I would rather see them employed 
ar less than tho ·,\age~ giycn by the court or 
e<!iployod for three-quarters of the 0 ca1· than 
not employeLI at all, 

:\Ir, ELPHINSTO::\'E (O.dry): Most hon, 
n'mnbcrs on the other side who have 'poken 
un thi3 Bill havo been at some pains to show 
th t members on this sid,, are opposed to the 
p11ncipln of arbitration, They shoE!d know 
In· now that that is not a fact. A study 
of the policy of either part:' cl(·flrl_v shows 
that we stand absolutotv by ihat principle. 
Where we diffo1· I shall proceed to show. 
\Yr contend that the principle of arbitration 
is distinctlv preferable, to the principle of 
{_[1 f'CCt action-eve1·7 sane rnan nHht admit 
1hat that is sollnd policy. Dnt. the point on 
'' bich we differ is the present application of 
the principle; and it is its application thilt 
n <lnv of us criticise. On n1oro than one 
O(__Ca~ion in thi~ HousE; I haYl taken adYan
Ll.gc of tho opportunitie::; which haYl~ prc
H·Jltorl themselves of giYing re 1son~ why the 
~rbitration Court, as at present cc:.trolled, 

faih.. I do not propose :o go i11to those 
c1Ptails ·o-night, be( a us~ it -wuuld only nleJ..n 
re·itcration, but, brit'fly. 111Y opinion is that 
it diYid()S cn1ploycrs aucl enlployPt..., into .two 
can1p::; and create" an elcull'lli of pointillg, 
awl because tlwv do r.ot understand ono 
all'Jthcr's points of vie'iY, interferes y ith th:1t 
Letter fcf ling 1Yhid1 is ncee:--sary to a:::sist the 
cause of production in the wa'.' \YC 'iYould 
like. It fixes an arbitrar~v agf' quite regard
le·· of the results which the man pro
c1uccF,! which in 1.1", opinion is c•conon1ic.aJly 
l.iTl'<mnd; anU. so long a~ ",<.C adhere to that 
practice and deprive tbo emp]O,''('l' of labour 
oi t]1(~ rigb~· and pri ilen·e ot pa:Ying hi~· 
Pmployee in accordanc(~ \Yith the UllH)Ullt of 
bl·· production. bn~cd on n rninin1un1 \vage 
Eo n"> to prevt·nt his exp1oitatio.a, we shall 
not be able to pro£'re··s 

Tho SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \YORKS: Ho\\' 
Cim that be done? 

1\Ir. ELl'HI:'\STO::'-JE: It nn bo done by 
boards quite rasilc, l;ntil that princi;1lc is 
adoptpc] we slnll not proceed on the c 1·e· 
t--nor Df production in the 1Yay that .1any of 
u 3 won l cl like to see, 

The SECRET.\RY FO'l Pc:BLIC \\' OHKS : \\"ho is 
gcing to be the judge of the Yalue '! 

:\Ir. ELPHI~STO:\'E: It is anivcd at in 
nutnv inclu~iries in Au:3tralia to-day, 'Yith 
l>iCct~IYOrk rat':·s vou can pay D rna1~ rt 1nini~ 
Tnn1n r:- tc of ''ages for a rninitnurn task. 
Tho-:c v,ho_ arc pr('parcd Dlld IYilling to apply 
thcn1~olYPS rnorc diligently to that underhtk
ing· should enjoy t 110 a\Ynrd that their dili
gence elltitlcs then1 to. This i~ an argumBnt 
that ,;c have frequentlv had here, but 
I nc"'.-cr expert hon. g·enilcHWll opposite to 
agree \Yith nJc. beratF>0. a'· I have frequently 
pointC>d out, H1cir Yery solidarit.v is ba~r:d on 
the detormina tion to keep all cm;:•loyees 
down to the common level, so that they can
not think for themselves, aud so that thev 
'vill allow hon. members opposite to do ail 
their thinking for them. 

Hon. F, T. BRENNAo;: That is an insult to 
the workers, 

llfr. Elphinstone.] 
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Mr. ELPHIXSTO:\TE : The hon. gentle
man may take it as an insult, because he 
has not got the apprehension to discern the 
dtfforenc••. Most hon. members opposite ha vo 
b.cen Rgitators or organisers during their 
Jtyes, and they look to the keeping of the 
workers do,,-n to the one level for their soli
darity. Thc'y live upon that very solidarity. 

:vir. 'VVEIR : So do you. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTO:\TE: I am not saying 
this in an offensive sense about Lho 
\VDrkr:rs. I an1 only saying what is ob\ ioufl, 
and what hon. gentlemen opposite do not 
like. Look at the position Yvc find the 
party opposite in. \Vu know that it con
sist, of t\Yo elements. They look solid and 
they look to be gentlemen who think, yet 
we knov, porfedly well Sir and probablv 
you know Letter than I do.' that they arc 
d1v1d, d 1nto t\vo di~tinct sections-extremists 
and tnoderatl~::'. They arc dividf'd against 
one nnotlwr. out ·vhen they come before the 
public they urc one unit<>d force. 

1'\Ir. PEASE : Like your party? 

::\Ir. ELPIIIXSTOXE: These two elements 
ini o t hL'ir C'lUCes roolH and discuss n1attcrs 
which ?ot~l ~ecrn t_o attach son1e iinport

anc·f'. anu tnev ~rnve at so1ne COlllD10ll 
ground for the" wdfaro of thE' pal'ty and of 
the n1on-~n1ent with \'.-hirh thev are con
llcded. That is Ydlat I suggest should be 
the cas0 111 regard to the two elements of 
productio:l. 

l\Ir. RrorwAx : \Ye make a better succef' 
than the hon. mombl'r will ever make. 

:".Ir. EL PHIXSTO='JE: The Bill is reallv 
di·,-idc'd into three sr~ctions. The main fea
tures Lnc: Bringing rural worker~ under the 
operation of the Arbitration Court; bringinp; 
donlC'-,tic servants undPr the operations oi 
the Arbitration Court; and ren1oving n1any 
restriction" f-O far as apvrPnticcs arc con
,·erned. f'lw hon .. member for Burnett, in 
lu~ Lpccc11 last n1ght, 1nade several very 
cxcellellt powt· One of the mo't outstand
ing onr>·: ~vs: \Yhv is it, in a n1ovemcnt of 
this description, which is of so great in1port~ 
anc< to the y;elfarc or the primary pro
dnrf'l". that the Council of Agriculture, 
behind which the Secretary for A_griculturc 
and the GO\·cmment generally shelter thcm
seh~c,~ in all nulttors appertaining to agricul
ture, hac not hccn con·ultcd in relation to 
this partirlllar mor"uro? 

The SLCRE'L\RY FOR PcBLIC \\'aRKS: I have 
giYen the reason to the House several times. 
It is hig-hly improper for anybody outside 
Parliament to oeo a Bill before it is pre
sented to Parliament 

YJ:r. ELPHIXSTONE: I agree with the 
hon. gentleman. but we have seen innumer
able instances of where that policy has Hot 
been carried out. 

The SECRET.\RY POR PuBLIC \VORKS: Give a 
case in point. 

:Wr. F.LPHIXSTONE: I mak<> that asser
tion dcGnitelv. vVhv is this Council not 
ronmltcd on 'a matte"r of such vital import
ance to an industrv which it is established to 
protect? The ans,;·er is, as the Premier told 
us the other night, that Labour spe:tks with 
one Yoico. So it does. What is that voice? 

Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: Democracy. 

!\fr. ELPHINSTO='JE: The voice of the 
Emu Park Ccmvention. That is the one 
voice of Labour. It does not matter a rap 
what the Council of Agriculture thinks. It 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

is a matter which affects the occupation of 
hon. gentlemen opposite. The Convention at 
En1u Park was the one voice, and it says 
what has to be done. The Government did 
not consult the Council of Agriculture 
because they thought that the opinion of the 
Emu Park· Convention might be thwarted, 
and so as llot to risk that, they speak with 
ono) yoice, as th0 Prumier pointed out, and 
that is the voice of Emu Park. 

To be quite frank, I can quite understand 
the present attitude Yvith regard to nnal 
workers because it must be difficult for the 
GDY0rnn;<?nt tD rnecncile their rank and file 
in the countrv as to why it is the indus
trialists in the town can be protected by 
awMds while worker.- on the farms should 
not be protected. I am not taking any excep
tion to the Government's action in that 
regard but why has it taken them six years 
to finti it out and put it into operation? 
'Thcv cannot sav that th(, Legislative Council 
lw>" been a stumbling block all through, 
bet 1use it has been out of the way for some 
1imc. Still, we have never hoard anything 
.:tbout this mattPl' for six years. It ts the 
one voicC' of Labour at the Enlu Park Con
YC'ntion that detcrJnincs this question is to 
b' finally settled. 

Hon. F. T. BREXX.I:-i: ~o. 

I\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE : It was really 
br·cn.nso of the barguin that \\~rts entered 
i"to at that Convention that manv hon. 
Jnc·ubC'l ., opposite arc bere. \Y c, frOn1 our 
cxperienrP in the House for some years, 
kr:ow that tho dt~cisions which nre arrived at 
bv a Labour Convention are brought forward 
it; Parliament a few months later. The 
qlH_··~tion of the inclusion of rural workers 
undN the _\rbitration Court was in the fore
front at the Emu Park Convention. I can
not understand-! want hon. mnmbers of the 
Country party to listen carefully to tlus
l•o' farmers were g-ulicd by the personal 
ldtots of the Premier and all .,uch rubbish 
a·c Plcction ti111C into suvportiug h011. 11H~m
Let'S opposite when t.hey should have known 
that this menace would bo threatening- the 
rural indw;tries. The leoson that the 
primary producers ha.-e to learn is the lesson 
'vhich the introduction of thts Bill is going 
to teach them. I hope they will take it 1o 
hc-m·t and appreciate that the action of the 
Prcn1ier in trotting fro~n one end of Queen~
land to the other and sending out personal 
letters by hundreds and thousands, trying to 
gull t.hem at the eleventh hour, and succeed
ing in gulling them, was a matter of election 
tactics. The stage n1anagc1nent \vas cxcel
knt. I would impn 'S upon the represen
tativ-es of the countrv electorates to let the 
farmers understand the significance of this 
moYc, and that the Government are no 
eoone1' enthroned for a further three years 
than they ;ntroduce the most unpleasant 
dose of medicine that could bo given to 
the farmers; and they do it now because 
thr;• hope that at the end of the three years 
th-3 ·farmer will have forgotten all abont it. 

Mr. RroRDA" : The farmer took your medi
cine for fift;;· years, and he was dying on it. 

Mr. ELPHI~STONE: I was amused to 
hear the hon. member for Albert reading that 
lov0 kltor of the Premier to his new-found 
frio.nds, and I was very pleased to hear his 
rc·marks to the old lady in the Albert 
electorate. I would suggest that the Premier 
accompany the hon. member for Albert to 
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the electorate and come in contact with this 
dear old lady who was so grossly deceived 
by the Premier in that rPgard. Whether 
that is the first time the Premier has been 
guilty of that I do not know. 

The PRnllER: 1 did not send any letters 
to anybody in the Albert electorate. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Several of them 
found thnir way into the Albert electorate. 
The whole point in regard to this que·-tion is 
the unsound principle that is being app!Jod to 
the prim".ry producers. How hon. members 
opposite <"ould listen to the leader of the 
Countr;, party in his earnest. appeal to 
them as to the effect this measure is going 
tc~ have Dn the primar:.· producers-giving 
h1s hfc-long e::perience and g·iving the actual 
facts as to the incom0 which the primary 
producers ha Ye b('en cnjo:.'ing-if you can n:-.e 
J!w word in that way-without being 
lll11Jressc:d. I do not know. He has given 
1llustratwn,, wh1ch should wake hon. mem
bers think deeply. I can CJUite understand 
that the _gentlemen opposite think that by 
the creatiOn of the Council of Agriculture 
they have g1ven the producer the oppor
t~m,ty .to make good. '\Ye <!ll sinccr0ly hop(' 
tlt:>t w1ll be so. The .Council of Agriculture. 
!h~ugh,_ has a_ Ycry long ,~ -1,y to go before 
1t Js gomg· to Improve the lot of the primary 
producer. 

An 0Prosrrrox ME~lRETI : They have not got 
to the hott)m of it yet. 

:'.Ir. ELPIII:'\STONE: :'\o: the primm 0-
procluc.:r has Lot ( orn0 t.o 1 he tuno ''hen he 
\;ill lu ve to pay hi,, proportion of the 
CXjwmes of that council. That tinJP vvill 
conw on 1st J ul:v next, when th:: fir8t contri· 
bntions. bcco1ne due. I can quite appreciate 
the pomt made by the' hon. memLer for 
Albert-that. until such time as vou can 
guc-_ru ntce in smnc fonn or other~ to the 
primary producer somP fixed return for his 
produce, you cannot. in1posc on hin1 a 
g·uar::1ntcr~ or a fixed rate of payrncnt. whirh 
hP has to accord tD those \' h0 "ark for him. 
I have argued, and I intend to ar"'ne that 
the man whr) -...;arks on a farm is e~titied to 
th0 full reward of his labour. I do not vvant 
to Sfe any ~inglc farn1 Pnlployce wqrk for 
low wages. I hav-e six farm emplovees. and I 
do not think that the charge can be. pnt .:tt our 
door that we pay them low wagce Tho 
more content,,d and the more happy we make 
thf, cond1twn of those men the better it is 
f,,r all concerned. 

::\Ir. DASH: Do you pay by results? 

:\1r. ELPHIXSTONE: Yes: we d0 pay 
~)y rc::;ult.~. \1\ e gTvc our E'tnployccs a share 
m the profits t•hat tlw farm makes everv 
year. I believe in practi:.;ing \Yhat I adyQ_ 
catc. 

0PPOSITIOX ME~IBERS : Hear. hear ! 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STO:'\E: I am talking about 
a fmit farm on a prcttv extensive s .ale and 
it Lcars out the argument of the hon. ~em
ber for Aubigny when he says that the onlv 
c~an~c one ha~ to-da~~ i~ by adopting scicrl
tdl~ mot,hods of farming on a big scale, in 
vvh1ch y,Ju can use all kinds of bio- machinorv 
for t~t~ purpose of ~aving labot~r. That {S 
only pm. 'iblc. though. in the case of the man 
vvho i[; fortunately plaecd. 

Another point toudwd on in this Bill is 
the bringing of domestic s<'rvants vvithin the 
operation of the Arhitration Act. In this 
regard I have to differ from my colleague, 

the hon. member for Albcrt, when he saYs 
that it is only rich people '"ho indulge ln 
the luxury of employing domestic servants. 
That is not so. I know ntnnhprs of cases, 
and I an1 eure hon. mcn1bers opposite know 
lik0wisc. where vv-omenfolk. vvho are doing 
their .cluh to the mttion by bringing up 
children and familic,, which we arc so anxious 
to encourage for the welfare of this State, 
in order to make their lot eYen worth living 
havt' to engage son1c kind of domef'tic help 
to get them through their C'Voryda:· duties. 
Ii SPf'Ins to me that this p1·ovision is going 
to imvo>e a ·hardship on these people. In 
the fn·st place. I do not know that ther<' is 
unv great dc1nand fr-om dom(- ,tic servants to 
lJC• brought under an award. I Cc!l1 quite 
undcn:,tand that there i~ a den1and frorn 
~otuc g'f'ntlernan vvho 1vould like to att as 
organiser to the domcdic scrvnnts in order 
to collect £1 5s. a vcar from them and find 
1hd particular g-entleman a job. I have no 
doubt. if that position was adv-ertised. there 
''· ,_1nld be tJ rush fron1 thos~ gc-11tlcmen to 
look aftc>r the welfare of tho·e domeetic cr
nmts. The point I v ant to stress is this: 
)(on s:0e a d0sirc on every hanJ-a nloAt com
mendabk c1e .. ire-to alleviate the lot of the 
mother in the bringing Hll of her fmnily. 
There arc people not in V('ry affiuent circun1~ 
sLaJccs v,:ho have to get son1e amount of assist
ance to carrv out their domestic dlltics wht; arc 
no\\ to be b;·ought under the Arbitration Court 
and compelled to pay these assistants fixed 
rate of "~Sages and conform to uniforn1 honrf'. 
In the averago fan1ily wherP there if.: u illliilbPr 
of cllil.lr(_~n it i~ noarJ~v impossibl0 properly~ 
to conclnct the hon>Pho:d on fixed ·hours. It 
also follm·;, that tho"' mo1iwre who have to 
f'ngng: dmnc:o:.tic scrvr:tnt<;; \vlll hdvc to fonn 
thcm--;clvrs into a union. a11d th0v will have 
to be renrc·,cnted in the Arbitra.tion Court. 
Tht'y wi11 also havP to contribnt.r: 3d. per 
\;.(•k towards the U•1emplo.\'11lent Insurance 
Fn:'cL That naturallv follows as soon as 
tlwv are brought under the operations of the 
Arbitration ~\et. 

rlon. F. T. BREXXAX: That \\·on't break 
thcnL 

::Wr. ELPHT?\STO:'\E: :'\o: but it is 
jm11osing regulations upon th=-ir ahe<1dy fully 
burdened life. 

Hon. F. T. BHENXAN : Ah : 

~Ir. ELPIII:'\STO:'\E: It is all verv well 
fat the Assistant Home Secretary to l;,ugh; 
he doe'-' not knov,T anything about it :et: he 
has jnst started. I am hiking about those 
men and women who undertook their respon
sibiliti<'s before thev got bald-beaded. 
(Laughter.) If the Asslstm1t Home Scccretary 
"·ill think for a minute, he muet recognise 
that what I say i,, correct. You ha,-c only 
to re~d the lette.rs in the ncv: spapers to sec 
ho\v theJe wmncn arc beginning to find out 
that they must get some relief if they ar8 to 
lead the life which is expected of them. I 
.<1n1 going to ask the l\rlini~ier in charge of 
this Bill: \V·h. not make provision for a 
mothers' union? The mothers of (hwensland 
arc a cla<Ss of wo1ncn in the C'Oinln'nnity \vho 
cJpocrve all the protection this House eau 
g·iYe. (IIear. hear!) The hon. members 
opposite-I applaud thPm for it-haYo clone 
' hat thev could to uplift the position of the 
women of Queensland. and they haYC made 
v0ry great use of it. H0re is a mdhorl by 
which thcv can show their sincere s:nnpathy 
for the mothers of Queensland, by making 
such a provision as I suggest. 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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Hon. F. T. BnEXXAl': You can move an 
:Jlnen{lrncnt. 

:\Tr. ELPHil\STO~E: I will move an 
amendnwnt. and, ao the father of quite a 
enhitantinl family, I ehall be quite equal to 
doing it. too. 

In regard to the apprenticc·.hip quc.tion, I 
am dolightc-r1 to see this matter taken up 
8rriouslv. It is a pleduro to see both sides 
of the Ilouse i hinking- a like in this reg·aiFd. 
I do 110t intend to amplify n1y rc1n~-nks 1.at 
this stage, as I hop? at a later date to d~al 
with this mattoc· fully. The position that 
h:-1 s ariBrn i~ a nlcn::tc!J in Qucen5land io-day. 
Thnt mcnacP is thnt our :'i~0ung men have not 
hccn given the {)f_'.,ortunity, which \V(-- think 
the.~ an• cntit1c~l to, to learn 8 trade or a 
profos•ion. T we]cc.ne that 11has0 of the 
me'""'''' which seems to ehow that the :\Iin
ietN· is full~· alin to the importance of that 
pD..::.itimJ. Th0r0 j;.; one adn1ission of thP 
:\1ini~;:tcr \\hi eh is rn endor-smnent of \vbat 
\vc havr bc0n ;:rg·uing, and that is 1vhen: he 
state~ that indnstrv ha been pa~sing through 
a rlnll time. Tbat' is what we have been con
tcn.:ing-that indn~try in Queensland has 
l1:cn stagnant. al}f1 therefore an nltPraiion in 
ro:;a rd t'~~ a pprC'uticc~ should h0lp in regard 
to that Jnaitf'r in no rnall n1eaf,1ll'O. 

The hem. memlwr for To,vnsville thought 
he '\Ya5 called upon to 111akc some disp~rag
ing comn1cnt'· nnon his prcdccc'"'or. All I 
hope is that ihai· ho11. 111ember -..vilJ be as 
n~cful a llll'lllbcr in this riou~e. anc1 ('ontri
hutn ns n1ueh "~isdon1 to its delib0rations, as 
ih,, l:.t0 mc"nbor for Townsvillc did. 

0PPOC".I'l'IOX CIInmFRS: Hear, hen: 

Ivlr. ELPIII:\STO:'\E: If the hon mem
hf'r foe To\YnsyJlle i.s going to n1aintain the 
rPnutation of t 11e late n1cn1bPr for Towns
ville. ho will r.ot <'ngag·e in tho practice he 
indu1ged in this nft0rnoon. 

0PPOSITI0)! 1\IEi\IBC:[!S: Hear, hear! 

)·1r. ELPHT:'\STO:'\E: He went to con
B-ider:<h1e pain-.: to rall our attu1tion to some 
<'0-f'8lled {_klirqnf'nciPs of the late n1f'lTl-lf'J' 
for T(nYnsYillc in ., ritin~ to hi5 n1ana:.::-cl'S -in 
rcQ'::trd to son10 of l1is C'lll]llo.vc-cs. I v;-ant tn 
i<'ll that ]1<>11. memlwr 1vhat l1P should know 
new. if he has not learnt it. The late mem
bt:r for Tnwn~Yillc was simply calling atten
tion to the fact that. ~o long as yon arc 
going- to control v-ar.:t-• on the basis of 
ncrso,s' nr.:Ps. that kind of thing must follow. 
If the <'mr l00·f'r only hnd to pay wage' 
nr{'ording- to qnt1Jification and production 
that \Yonlcl ne.-cr hoppPn; hut. so long as 
-;;r:tgPs <1TC' not. l>a.::cd according i o f1U3.litJe~t
tion anrl ahilih, thPre are times when 
''mpln~·oro have to dischnrg0 Pmplovccs who 
hv ar.:e qualifv for waf':eS that their abilit:r 
does not justify. If the hon. gentleman had 

in<1uired into some of the actions 
[9.30 p.m.] of his own friPnds, he would have 

known that the gentleman who 
\Yas "tanding- as an oppo:rient to the hon. 
rnen1ber for Logan \Vas taJcen great exception 
to by nnion k1ders because he was brought 
forivnrd as 1.. Rpokt:sinan for the great Labour 
pelicv, and at the same timo his works were 
emplo: ing non-union men. 

1\'Ir. PE.\sE: That, is not true. 

Mr. ELPHINS'J'ONE : I do not like read
ing from the "Dailv Standard" to the 
H OU'O. but I will do" "0 to-night. Th1s is 
what it said on 16th March last-

" The Trades and Labour Council 

[Jlr. El1Jhinstone. 

endorsed the ob.iection of the Anctrg,:ran 
::\Ieai Industry Employee·' Union a;r:unet 
the candidature of T. L. ,Jones of Oxley. 
The council requests the Queemln.11d 
CPntral Executive to withdntY T. L. 
J o11r" a~ candidate for O:xlev been usr~ 
he ~;,ill - rnakc a united frorlt again.~t 
t a•)italisrn irnpo'''"lible." 

~-'l.ncl this is what .Mr. Mile· .. said. 

:\Ir. PE.\SE: That is not the " ]::;aily 
Standard." It is only a report. 

::\1r. ELPHL\STO:'\E: The effect of it 1vas. 
~nyv, ay, that ~lr. J one-.: vras not returned. 

Mr. PE.\SE: Say it to hio face outside. 

C~Ir. ELPliil\'STONE: I am never afraid 
to Ea' am·where what l sa,. in this Chamber. 
(Uproar.), " 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:\Ir. ELPIIINSTO:'\E : I am sorP to ha.-e 
to be the means of con ·:e;ying th0se home 
truths to the hon. members oppo,itc. ::\Ir. 
Clli]c, said-

" The delegates of the union cm tl!e 
council had been instructed io vo1ce the 
union's protest on this ruattcr at th0 
council. Tho Southern district nlcnrb-er:"'i 
and council had opposed the endm-cmem 
of ::\lr. T. L. JorLo. The i .. sue iuvoh-cd 
wa~ OlH~ of unionis~n. ..A strike had 
occurrc 1, and .. ·as ( ndorst'd b~, .. the union. 
lmt t.ho Ul'ion's prokst ha.d Jll'OYed 
iucff<>ctive. Tho Rrnu Park Convention 
had endorsed tho action of the Queci,s· 
land Central Executive on tlli~ n1att-er 
bv Gfh·-four .-ctes to eightc n. Sinc0 the 
strike "the Oxle·: "a .. ·ks had been thrown 
open to non-tn;lonists, and non-nnio11ists 
wore still emp:oyrd there. They all 
C'3l'lle'sth- desired to sec a united front 
of the \~-orke,~s. and were urged t.o sho-w 
a united front. and :;-et were expected 
to Sllpport an employer of non-union 
labour." 

Mr. PEASE: Are YOU aware that Jones was 
exonerated by the t"ribuna!? 

::\Ir. ELPHINSTO:'>ofE: The noint I want 
to make is this: Hon. members oppos1te 
tried to show where we had been delinquent
in re.'l'''ct of their c·onception of the spirit 
of arbitration, yet here is a case \Yho,ro a 
man wbo was actuallv a Labour candidate 
\YaS also an C11"1ployel' vof non-union labour. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: You are not fit to 
clean his boo b. 

"vir. ELPHIXSTO:'\E : I wish now to make 
onu or b...-o corrections in regard to remarks 
made bv the hon. member for Barcoo. He 
said, co'ncerning the Wheat Pool Bill. that 
" J prate <ted on this side of the House 
lwcansc it was provided in the Bill 
ihat 1Yorkf>rs in wheatfields should be 
brought under the Arbitration C\mrt. He 
did not point out that those workers had 
never yet been brought under the Arbitration 
Court. \Yhy did he not make that ,tate· 
ment" \Ye would then have shown that his 
argument. had no foundation whatever. Ho 
al~o tried' to make this point-that, if we 
would onlv introduce skilled labour into 
farrning, it" would make for the prospPrit_y of 
the industry. I would point out that, it wo 
only introduced skilled labour into the induo
tries of Queensland generally, they would all 
go ahead. The operations of the hon. mem· 
bcrs 0!1P05ite ha.ve prevented that skilled 
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la.bour being introduced. \Vhen we discuss 
httGt' the mc~tJS of ovcrcominf( this, I hope 
that thn hon. member for Barcoo will be in 
its faYonr. 

~ .. lr. COLLIKS (Bowen): I v1elcomc the 
introduction of this amending mea ·m· e. I 
want to point out to the hon. member for 
Oxley that. when he set out to criticise a 
gent!Pman by the name of T. L. Jones, who 
ran in the Labour inten:-"ts for Logan, and 
who has ahYa.\TR bec11 an advo·'ate 01: arbitra
tion, he did so by quoting the " Standard." 
The hem. member for Oxlec·. perhaps, has 
forgotten the tin1c when the " ~ourier" Sl ~ 
out to crit~cise him, and I am going to quote 
whet tt sate! of bun on one or two occ..tsions. 
(Government laughter.) 

"A gcnHetnan \Yho indulges ln the habit 
of fii;~ting \vith different political alfec
tJons. 

" Playing the political weathercock." 

" A political showman with an appetite 
for political ca~uistry." 

"\Yho attc-mpt0d to thro\v dust in the 
ey0s of thinking nwn and wcnncn." 

Throughout the whole of the twentv-f\\·e 
n1inutcs ho \vas ~prakinrr he attcrnptCd to 
throw dust in the eyes" of hon. members 
present. There is no man perfect but if 
1 had as much training as the hon. 'n1ember 
1.nd v.-a- a, full of imporfec1 ions I \Youlrl be 
ashan1ccl of 111~ elf. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. COL~I?\S: "\t any rate,. the point I 
\'ant to ma1\C IS that he \Vas trvnvr to throw 
dust in the eyes of the people o'£ Q';.wensland. 
I look upon thu hon. member for Oxloy as 
Lllf~ of the rnost dana,,erous 111011 in this 1-Iouse. 
(Opposi1ion lang·hter). In Grote's "Historv 
of GreLcc" I fo1md that it was men of h{s 
stamp \Yho brought about the downfall of the 
ancient Gre; k ciYilisation. (Laughter.) 

~lr. ELPHIXSTOXE: Surely you arc not 
calling me a Dago! (Renewed laughter.) 

l\Ir. COLLI:'\S: iYo ha Ye hoard this aftor
roon, and ever since tlie debate commenced 
~hat \VG are cloi1~g the :vrong thing by bring~ 
utg these rural HJdustnes under the Arbitra
tion Act. iVhat ·do we moan by the rural 
parts of Quecmland? Does it not nwctn the 
country parts of Quo2nsland '! And who 
represent tho~o parts'! Do hon. mcmberb on 
the other side of the House represent the 
rountn parts of Queensland? 

0PPOSITIOX ::VIniBERS: Yes. 

:Mr. COLLLKS: \V ell, I am goino- to give 
them a few figures. Queensland ha~ an area 
of about 666,000 square miles and of that 
a_rea it may be Hews to _hon. ~embers oppo
srte to learn !hat thrs party repre'>ents 
550,000 square nnles. How can hon. members 
opposite claim that theY r0prt:0ent the Tural 
industry? \Vhv. the hon. member for 
Gregory rep re ;ents a larger area than tho 
whole lot of them put together! Are we 
going to bring about the ruination of the 
people we represent? Nothing of the kind! 
Yet the hon. member for Cunningham gets 
up fr?m hme to lime and 'ays that he is 
speakmg- on behalf of the rural industries and 
the farming incJu,try, although he repre;cnts 
only_ 119. 'quare mill"< altogether. He puts 
me 111 mmd o£ the lamentations of Jeremiah. 
Considering that we are suppo~cd to be 
living in the most enlightened age the world 

has c\·er ~ocn, it i::; ':!trangc to find hon. 
members on the other side trying to prevent 
a portion of the m on and women of this grPa t 
con1n1nnity taking advantage of one of tho 
]a,,-s that was rlaced upon our statute-book 
in 1916; and, if we had had our way as a 
Labour party, tl1cse proposals V\'Ould l1ave beE?ll 

embodied in the \et of 1916. It f.Gsscd 
lhrGtus-h this Chamber, and "as rr-jocJ ··d by 
the Legislative Council which repn" cntcd 
Yestod interests. 

An OPPOSITION 1\IE:IIBER: And smtained 
afterwards by a maioritv of 63,000 of the 
electors of <:;ucenslancl. , 

At 9 . ..t0 p.m., 

The CnAIR:IlAX OF Cmll\IITTEES (Mr. KitYan, 
JJrislian() relieved lho Speaker in the chair. 

1\Ir. COLLINS: Oh, where, oh. \Yhcro, aro 
the members of the Lesrislative Council now? 
Di.sappeared! (Uproar.) Why did they dis
appear'? Because· thE:y \Vere a block on tho 
wheels of human progrcs.:,s. EveryonP knows, 
as time rolls on, with the grmvin,: intelligence 
amo~Cgst the masses of the people, especially 
amongst the people who do farming in 
(,'uc~llsland, that they veil! wako up, and. as 
!he " Courier " said in ref,rence to the hon. 
member for Oxlr \, who thrm-.-s dust in the 
eye~ of thinkjng n;en and v-:omen, hon. gentle
men OJ1J""it o "ill not be able much longer to 
throw dust in the eve3 of the men and women 
who go to make ;Ip the comtituencics that 
they represent. In years gono by. "~hen I 
',\as younger, I u-cd to read the history of 
Great Britain and tho historv of other coun
tnrs, nnd the R~une o]d argu~cnts that were 
used thi afternoon v en• nscd in the British 
House of Comn1ons agnjnst the passing of the 
Ten Hours Act. Thev are the verv same 
arguments. There would be no progrc- s at 
all if it was left to hon. members opposite. 
Tbov are the lineal descendants of the same 
old 'Tory party that opposed every reform 
t-hat was cypr introduced in anv countrv in 
the wrrld. They do not believ'o in reform. 
Th0y saiJ it wa~ going to bring about ruina
tion because \YO passed this 1ncasuro and 
bet.lU·f' W'J paS:3Cd that D1C<J3Ul'8 j but that 
ruination has not been brought about. Just 
the same as paroons used to get up in the 
pulpit and try to proye from the Scriptures 
that slavery was jus1ified, so hon. gentlemen 
sitting on the other side of the House, if 
th0y had been living at that time and living 
in the L!nited States of America, would have 
supported slaver.''· \\'e were told whGn the 
fir.,J _\rbitration Act was passed by the 
Commonwealth Parliament that it meant the 
ruination of the pastoral and other industries. 
Ha' that ruination been brought about'! 

Mr. EDWARDS: Ye'. 

11r. COLLINS: We ought to giYo the hon. 
member for Xanango a subsidv and send him 
back to the State from· which' he came-that 
is, the State of Victoria. I spent some 
twelve months of my lifr in that State, and 
it is the most miserable, downtrodden State 
in the whole of the Commonwealth. (Uproar.) 
vVhat I want to make clear is that no matter 
v:hat reform we introduced in this Chamber 
y;e wore told t}•at ruination was going to 
follow thai reform. \Veil, ruination has not 
followsd those reforms, because Queensland 
to-day is the most progressive State in the 
Commonwealth. I remember being on the 
Burdekin in 1908 when Mr. Chapman, who 
was then Minister for Trade and Customs, 
issued his famous proclamation that the wages 

Mr. Collins.] 
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of th0 "·orker' in the sugar-fields were to 
be Ss. a day of eight hours, or 25s. a week 
and their food, and it wa, supposed at that 
tune that that ,~ (JUld bnno- about the ruina
tion of the sugar industry~ As a matt or of 
fact, it was from that time on that progress 
was really made, as the hon. member for 
Townsville told us this afternoon, and told 
us truly. What will really happen in con
nection with these rural industries will be 
this: ·when they have to pay men a decent 
\Yage ,,.o shall then see the application of 
machinery to production; and. if we onh 
hrcJ. the s~me amount of rnachinery applicf1 
to production that was applied to dcstructiou 
durmg lho past ton years, no one can tell 
what progTess thic world would haYe made. 
Hon. rncmbers 'opposite arc ah,7 ays in favour 
of the use of machiner:.- for dc·-tniction. The: 
cry " \Y ar l " on every possible occasiorl. 
\Vhat we st':'nd for as a Labour party is to 
apph· machmery and the inventiYe facultv 
of man to production, and that will be tho 
rC'1Jcdy for what they aro crying out about 
now. \Ye see that in the canefields now. 
Already, owil?-g to the fact that good \\ages 
~lro HO\T.- p~1d to the workers cn1plcyPd 
111 the C'ancfiolds, the ca.ncgro\YCT is using 
in1clli.c;ence, and using the most up-t-o-date 
1nad11nery kno\vn to rnan in connection 
,,-ith the cultiYation of the cancfields. E,-cn 
on the Inkerman Estate to-day-which is a 
EO\V place ~o . far as sugar-growing is con
c•rncd---you vnll_ see forty tractors in opera
twn, and what 1s bemg done there will be 
done elsow~wr~ bv the forcing up o£ ·wages 
and the brmgmg abou! of better conditions, 
·not on!:: for the ''ag<;-earner, but also fo t the 
man who 1s cultJvatmg the soil. I am not 
alarmed about this ruination crv. One hon. 
lllCrnber said that, if we app1icd V thi~ measun_• 
to tho rural industries, certain people \Yho 
P""'-"·Ccl capital would get rid of their 
fc.rms; but that hon. member must realise 
that, if you arc going to sell a farn1, there 
1u!-ls~ ahnt~s be some other por~on \Yho is 
wdlm~ to bu:.- the farm and take the risk 
attaching to the farm. That kind of parrot
er:\ IS not go1ng to frighten a man like 
myself, or to hight0n men sitting on this 
sJde of the House. \Ye know that the ircdus
tric< will still go on; that men will still 
cultl\"ato the soil; and we arc hero as a 
Labour party to assist in making their 
conditions better. 

The hon. member for Murilla said that the 
man who cultivat:s th_e soil should be paicl 
for his labour. That IS what \Ye hav<' been 
saying all our lives. \Ve sav he should be 
paid for his labour; bl~t, consid~ring hon. 
member,. oppos1to were m possoss10n of the 
Government bonohe; for a period of m·er 
fifty yt•ars, wlll they arg·ue that the culti,-ator 
of the soil was in a better posi lion IYhen 
they occup1ed the Trbasury benches than he 
has been in since we have occupied them? 
J-Ic wa3 not in nearly as good a position in 
those days, because we on this side of the 
~-Iouso represent the principal agricultural 
mdustry m Queensland-that is the su~ar 
industry, ,·vhich ernplo}S more v~:orkers than 
any other ag:icultural ind11stry in this State. 
Has arb1trat10n brought about ruination in 
that industry? \Ve all remember \vhat ,,-as 
said when the Diokson award was given. If 
I had my way, I would contribute m,- mite 
n1any tirnes over to\vards erecting a monu
ment for that gentleman, because he was 
the first man who lift?d up, not only 
the sugar-workers of Queensland. but the 
whole of the workers of Queensland, to a 

[Mr. Collins. 

higher plane by giving the award that was. 
known as the Dickson award. One hon. mem
ber said during the course of his remarks 
that arbitration would be ail rig-ht if both 
sides wore compelled to obey the a\Yard. 
\Vhen lhe Dicbon award \H1S made a strike 
took placo amongst the farmers at Pro,er
niiH, in m. electorate. \Yhich was inspired 
tu a large extent by the hon. n1en1ber for 
::\Jirani. 

l\fr. SWAYXE: You are v rong. 

Mr. COLLIKS : I say it was inspired to a 
I rg-e extent bY the hon. member for IIIirani. 
The farmers on th<' Proserpine ncYer dm··ked 
ihu hon. member for 11inni for the ad1·ice 
he sent along to thorn to hold out against the 
Dickson award. He is like the hon. member 
for Cunninghan1, 1vho said it \YOUl1l tLro\V 
rtl'~n out of work. I \Yould lik0 to kr:.ow how 
tr~tlny n1en the-se Darling Downs farn1ers 
re·. lly employ n.ltogether I take it that they 
0mploy ycry few indcc{], except j:n barvest 
hrue, to take n:IT tht=·Jr wbeat. crop~ \Vh:.1t 
r re thoy crying out about? \Vhat \YC <Jrgnt~ 
io, tha.t the men who work for them chould 
be paid a decent wage. haw' dccc'nt con
ditions, and work decent hours. If. when 
working for thcn1solvcs on their O\Yn fa nns, 
1lwy like to work sixteen hours a day, I am 
noi going to ctop them, because I take it 
ihey lwvc 6ufficient intelligence to kno·,- \\-hen 
t~l start and ~ufficient intelligence to kno·w 
'·hen to knock off when they are -, ,rking 
for thcnBclvf'"~ If they have noi· g<.~t tlK 
intelllgcnce. there i·· something 1\Tong. Th0::1 
again. following the line of argurncr~i used 
bv the hon. member for 1\[urilla. that chcy 
sl•otJld be paid for lheir Llbo:Jr, I tak" it 
l lwt the GovPrnmcnt, if the farmers are not 
in a pc~jtion lo buy the n1odern 1nachincry 
mentionr·J by Jnc, v;ill introduce 1cg1~lotiotl 
to enable them to get that machin0ry. If 
t;·:~..'y.haYc bf•cn so kept down by pa~t Govern
"•L'nts-of which tho hon. member for Bnmett 
\Y~i~ a pi'omincnt snpporter-that they ar~ 
not in a position to avail themseh-es of 
modern n1aC'hincrv and have 1o \Vork with 
c h·cDlctP rnachiucr}r, lt is 1111 to the Go ,-ern
mont to introduce legi5lation to enable ~hem 
t<> g-et hold of the m.ost modern maoh'nery 
known to man, and so do av.ay with the 
1 <1ITot ._ ry that we are going to bring ruina
iir;p upon the Slate. 

Mr. CoRSER: Hear. hear! 

At 9.51 p.m., 
'!'he SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. f'OLLINS: The hon, member for 
Bnrnett is dark and gloomy all the time. He 
>:('e<:.. nothing but rlarkness; hP sees nothing 
bright in connection with t'1e development 
c.f this State. I believe thoro art' immerse 
po ,sibili ties in this State. \Ye know full 
,,·c·ll what the progress of the union moYemcnt 
hns been. Since we lun·e had arbitratinn wo 
l•nve ha-d wonderful prog-ress. I bdiPve in 
the principle of arbitration. If wo cannot 
;;et the mass of tho pPople to belien' in indus
uial arbitration, what hope have we of 
o bolishing \Yar? vYo look forward to the 
l ime-represonting the intelligent wmkers 
of the communily as a Labour partv, and in 
ornjunction with Dther Labour part.iPs in tho 
Cnmmonwealth and in the different countries 
of the world-when we shall so decp!y infln
clJcc public opinion as not onlv to settle 
industrial disputes by Courts of Arbitration, 
but also to settle international disputes by 
the same Courts of Arbitration. 

GOVERNMENT MElliBERS : Hea.r, hear ! 
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Mr. COLLINS: But no one can exped hon. 
members opposite, who, as I said on one 
occasion, are right away back in tho dark 
ages. to grasp the ideas of industrial arbi
tration. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

:\fr. COLLINS: If we do not ha,·e ctrbitra
tion. there is .only ono course left for us. 
and that is direct action to settle industri:1l 
disymtrs. If you want real dined llclion. rhnu 
vou want to realise that war is the most 
~omplete system of direct action known on 
this earth. You mav ask what this has to 
do \\ ith industrial a.rbitration. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Tlw hon. 
member must coniine his remarks to the Bill. 
10]Jposition bughter.) 

:'IIr. rOLLINS: I thought I hacl confined 
wv rcma;·ks to the Bill. because the last 
\Y(Jrd;:.; I s,tici \Vcre "industrial arbitr:1tlon." 
(Opposition laughter.) This is " a Bill to 
further amend 1 he Industrial Arbitration Act 
of 1916 in c0rtain particubrs." 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:\h. COLLINS: I am arguing th~t this 
Blll is not going to bring a bout ruin;Ltion 
l'L·ca.u::;c rural y,·orker~ arc being indndcrl iu 
jt, nor yet bring about ruination. [~s pre~ 
dieted by the hon. member for Oxley. bv 
tLe incl!R ion of do1nestic scj_'vants. The hon. 
Jncrnbcr for Oxlcv was Ycrv rnnch conccrnccl 

the mothcr"s. Does he not realise that 
dorn( --tin sor\·ants mav la tee on aJso 

[H•come mother3' They arc· going to be the 
fnture moihcrs of the race, and we arc con
rr-rncd that thev '!hould not work cxrcssivo 
hours. nor rceei"ve the low wages thev oscd 
t" receive in B1)sba.ne in years gone by", w}Icn 
man:- of them ha.u to reoort to the strercL to 
C!tR b1o then1 to live. ' 

Qpr-osrTlOX J\1E:~JBERS : Shame ! 

J\1r. COLLic-;s: \Ye want to impro,-e the 
cc•nditions of t.he workers. a"d under this 
l('gislation \YC shDll improve the conditions 
more and more for the future mothers of 
Queensland. 

::\Ir. EDWARDS (Yanango): I wish to 
endorse the remarks which have fallen from 
hem. members on this side of the HonRe. I 
1 hink that we should discuss this ']Uestion 
frorn a conlinon-sensc po~nt of vio\vJ and not 
ra \'C' over the que-:;tion, a:" the hon. men1ber 
,,-ho has just re,umed hie scat has done. If 
rhe speech ho hae made were mad,, in the 
countr; districts he would fri;~hteol thc
filrmcrs uff thP land. The Government baYe 
L0en in uffico for f!Cven ·,~eal.J, and th0v b >Ye 
at ln:"t got strict or·dcrs io bring i.n this 
rucasnrc at once. Although the PrGnier 
to-night denied it. when the hon. nwmbcr 
fm Albert ch':rged him with not saying CL 

word about tlns question when in the rEral 
districts, l cay that he wa·, asked the qucs
t1on on sc•Yeral occasion$ and a h-,olntci "\,. 
1·cfus\d to an::-wcr iL In my own .alectorat'o 
he s1mply s1desteppcd the question. and 
a lmsed the man who a.cked it. He told tlw 
Hou'-e the other night that Labour does not 
sJ>eak with t\YO voice,. He went out during 
the election to .gd the primary producers• 
y·otes. In m_: d1stnct they took a tumble to 
,,-hat ho would be likelv to do with the 
e::treme ,,ection of the L,;_bour parh be!:ind. 
lnm. and therefore turned him down with a. 
thud. I only wish that, in the interests of 
Queensland. I had had to c-ontest my seat 
a.gainst him instead of my hte apparent. 

In the rural districts of Queensland, apart 
from the sugar industry, things are 1n a 
most deplorable condition. The men who 
'"·e struggling on tht1 land went through a 
c!rought in 1918 and 1919. In 1920 and 1921 
1hcy had fairly decent seasons. and the Go
wrnment stepped in then a.nd took ihetr 
lmtter. The rural industries are at 1n·cs3nt 
going through one of the worst and most 
•;rncral droughts which they have ever faced. 

If the wages an going to be increased-:
a'Jd I am eati·,ficd that every man who JS 

able to pay it will bo only too pleased. to 
do so-.Jnd if prim,try producers arc gomg 

to bo forced out of production 
[10 p.m.J and production therefore is going 

to be rodncet!, it is not going to 
he good for the employees or for the State 
ii cff. The Government have not shown 
di;-:crct.ion in bringing £or\vard this legisla
tion at Ruch a time. 

:'IIr. CARTER: You are a ,Jeremiah. 

:\Jr. EDIYATIDS: The hon. member is the 
"rPatcst J eromiah who has ever boon in the 
Hon ·" bar the hon. member for Bowen. 
tLangl;ter.) In my district-and I know it 
•pplies on the Downs and through the 
\\ ,,,tc>rn district-, of Qucensland-tho pro
rlitc0rs haYC' made pract!cally nothing during 
the v·hole of this year. \Ve have had 
ir:stanCCR v:hcre they have put in 50 or 100 
, crcs of maize and taken no crop off. If 
men are to be employed at a. very high wage 
and under the condition-- that are likely to 
]l,, imposed by the .~rbitrfttion Court, 'how 
much worse off will the;, be? 

A GovER:'ofThtENT MnmER: ·what do vou 
consider a fair wage? 

Mr. ED\YARDS: W!uJt is being paid now 
---·£2 to £3 a week and found. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
i:; a wide 1nargin 

'\Ir. EDWARDS: For the different .,\·ork 
an<1 the different men on a farm. you have 
to h>tvc a wiJe margin. lf the Secretary 
for Public Lands had worked on tho land 
oF which I am speaking as an employee, as 
I have donP. he would know something of 
the conditions, 

J\Ir. \V. CooPER: vYere you satisfied with 
t:j~-~ wages you got? 

Mr. EDWARDS : \Vhcther I '·as or not, 
I as able to s"ve sufficient money to make 
n start on mv own. and I have strug'l"le-d 
through and 1;eared a big family. 

'\1r. IV. CooPER: You wore not satisfied 
·,.·ith the wage you yyere getting or you would 
!;O( h[JYC left it. 

J\I,·. EDW A RDS: I am very pleased with 
that intNjcction. because it just shows the 
capabilities of the man it came from. I 
IJdicve in grit. and the man who is not 
nnxious to O\Vl1 a home of his own is not 
the best class of citizen. 

Mr. HvNES: You believe in perpetuating 
tlH' S\veating evil. 

:\fr. EDW ARDS: I am satisfied that, if 
ihat hon. member had some expPricnC•" in 
roal work, he would know something about 
it. I am ,urc he has done none for a long 
tin1c. 

Th0 SFCRETARY FOR Pt:BLTC LAXDS: Your 
farm is the worst in the district. 

?\fr. EDWARDS: The hon. member for 
To·.Ynsville this afternoon said that the 
increased output per head of population in 

lJir. Edwards.] 
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Queensland has been enormous. If he 
followed up the question, he would discover 
that the primary producers are practically 
payiug that increase. A binder which could 
Le bought for £43 in 1914 costs about £100 
to-day. Exactly thn same increase applies 
to brming machinc~ry all round and m 
l'<''·pect of everything a man needs on his 
farm. I am more concerned about the 
increase in primar;. production than about 
the output of factories or anything else, 
bL ·'~a uS(\ if wo can increase our primar3 pro
duction and that of our socondarv indu'
tries, we arc going to make conditions better, 
not only for the employees, but also for 
everyone livint, within the State. The hon. 
member for Mirani asked a question. in 
,·cply to which h0 was told that during the 
last few vcars no fewer than 800 or 900 
[,locks of· land-over 1,000 blocks in one 
cas·,-haJ Lccn forfeited each year. It shows 
that the prirnan· producing industries are 
not in an.\~ way a~: prospprous as tho .I\linister 
would lead us to bolieve. 'l'ho Government 
initiated a scheme for the constitution of 
the Council of Agriculture for one purpose, 
and t.hat was to ·let \hemsehes down lightly 
in bringing about the .-cry legislation that 
they are proposing to Lring about to-night. 
Hon. member.' opposite have time and again 
eaid that that Council has done something 
in the interc -ls of the primary producers. 
I will admit that it has done its best, but 
the difficultiCs are tremendous. and no one 
knows it better than the Secretary f0r 
Agricul!uro. I am l!tisfiod that, if he was 
mnkiug ,. living off the land instead of 
being a :D1-inister, he \vould be fighting this 
mc·asure tooth and nail, because he knows 
that it is a measure not in the beet interests 
ot the people in the country districts. 

The SECEETARY FOR AGRJCULTURE: Then' is 
one thing that they •,:an ,qy, .. nd that is that, 
while I was farming, I always paid eood 
\vage~. 

"',Jr. ED\VAHDS: lf the hon. geutlcmall 
a.s far1ning under con~itions that farn1ers 

l,lbour .mder to-day, he could not pay a 
docpnt wage howcYCl' n1uch ho \Yi~h{~d to do 
~o. The pritnary producers will be placed 
in an unfortunate position if an av.'~nd it> 
granted fixing tlw hour;-; of labour. 'rhcru 
ar~...~ HHlllV days 011 a farrn when rncn haYe 
got prad~ically nothing to do. There are so 
many jobs to be donr, partieulady in drought 
time, that it ,,~ould be impo>oiblo to fix th~ 
nnmbor o£ working hours. There are many 
brmers at the present time dri.-ing their 
cattle 3 and 4 miles to water, or carting water 
that distance to the cattle. There arc some 
carting dry corn stalks to feed their cattle. 
Those who haYo rear.ed valuable herds of 
cow:J for many years arc now losing every 
one of them. I am speaking now as a 
practical fanner. 

Mr. \Vr:IR: You have been a failure on 
practically 0\'er} farm you haye been on. 

Mr. EDWARDS: 
failure as a farmer 
has been in his line 
ashamed of myself. 

If I was ac, groat a 
as the hon. gentle,nan 
of business, I would ue 

Mr. PEASE: You do not know his record. 
He never failed in his life yet. 

Mr. ED\V_\RDS: If high wages and barter 
conditions c:an be apDlied to the primary 
producing industries, then by all means apply 
them; but I consider that this Bill is going 
to bo injurious to the producing population 

[lllr. Edwctrd,;. 

of this St.at' If the Government. thrOLigh 
1 he Council of Agriculture, fir3t stalnli:seJ 
thc·Jo industries, then they could apply th" 
co11ditions that the.'T are suggc~Ling should 
be applied through this legi~dation. 'l'ho 
Sc,:rcta.r.Y for Agriculture knov, ~; full 1n:ll 
that at the present time the dair:· fanners in 
this State have to accc~)t prP-\-:·ar pric( .,_ fur 
their buttPr. They arc getting a ]m,·er rate 
now than they haYO been obt.ailling for yearo, 
eYcn in the face of dtuughts and in the fac,• 
of increased cost of production. 

Mr. PEASE: Butter js 2s. 3d. a lb. to-daT 

:Ylr. EDv'.'.\RDS: The dairy11w1 of this 
State are getting ls. and 1s. 3d. per lb. for 
butter-fat. I think. if the hon. members 
opposite fir·t collsirfcrr'd the ach-isability of 
pas-,ing this n1ca .urc OlJ to tl1c Con'1c1l o[ 
Agr.iculturc, and allo\Yecl thl'tn to disctts~ It 
and to bring out all tbo points, we wculd 
have a different measure to that no~ before 
U:-1 

The SECRETARY FOP. PUBLJC \YORJ( S : \\'hat 
about c~nding it to the Tradce Hall as . 01!: 

Mr. BRAXD: You got jt from there. 

. }1,·. EDW ARDS: The hon. gcmlc•man 
knows it came from t.he Trades llall. The 
Council of Agriculture, if .1llo"·:cd to discuss 
it in the interest~ of the prirnary prcduccr.:3, 
,~oould proyo to the Government that it was 
imp os ible to aj>ply it to the a:rricultural 
and dairying iHclw-trics at the present tirr1c 
in Queensland. 

The SEcnETARY FOR PuBLIC '\YonKS: Is that 
how p.lrlian1cntary busin( ss should Lw con~ 
ductod. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The effect of thi' mea
sure upon the unfortunate farmer v:ill be 
thal he will have to take gu. J,ter rcsllOllSI

bilitv thm lw has at the present time. Even 
in ti'mcs of difficulty and trouble he \\ill not 
IHJ aule to emplov labour, and consequently 
he, togeth,'r with" his wife and family, will 
have to {'<trry grratcr burdens than he has 
done in the P"et.. I heard an hon. member 
opposite say that if a farn1 a_s f~1r sale 
some:-n1c \Yotdd take on the ohltgailon. I 
kno\v of thou~ands ·of farn1s that rue for 
sale, nncl no one ·will takf~ Dn the obligation. 

Mr. KrnwAK: That is nonsense. 

Mr. ED\YARDS: It is true. 

l\1r. KrnwA;.r: It is not true. 

2\.lr. EDWARDS: If the hon. member for 
Brisbane has an•,~ n1onev to spare. and ea rcf 
to come up into" my dietrict .. or many. other 
districts in Queensland, he >Vlll get smted. 

}!r. CARTER: Look at the company he will 
be in. 

Mr. EDIVARDS: Yes; hu is with the right 
company when he is with you. The c,hildron 
'tnd the wom0n on the farms, no douot, will 
suffer through this legislation. 

}1r. DASH: Rot ! 

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. member for 
).Iunclingburra kne1v anything abou~ it, he 
certainly would not ;;ay that. I notice that 
the hon. member for Rose wood ha' got Yery 
quiet. He knows something about the diffi· 
cultic•J and the struggles of the farmer and 
his wife and family. Let the Government 
stabilise prices, and they will get all t~e 
~s:;istance possible from the C~untry party m 
doing so. Then they can bnng along th1s 



Industrial Arbitration [25 JULY.] Act Amendment Bill. 251 

1egislation whm1 they have provod to the 
producer that they will give him a fair deal 
'and fair marketable conditions for what he 
produces. 

An OPPOSITION :!\IE}!Bf.R: The Government 
w"nt to sweat the man who produces the 
·produce. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: There is no such thing 
as B\Yeating a rnan in Queensland at the 
present time. (Government dissent.) If you 
tie up.a primary producer with the responsi
bilitie.s, then, if there is a man wbo, with his 
wife and children, will be sweated, it will 
be the primary producer. If hon. mem
bers opposite will take a trip out into the 
.... ountr.', --

JVIr. HYXES: We have been there, and have 
>vorkcd there. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: )~nd see the real diffi
culties that beset the primary producer at 
the pre _,ent time, they will come back very 
much more enhg·htcned than they arc, and 
will be able to give more serious attention 
to this mea:ure than they appear to be doing 
at tho pr(:sent. tin1e. 

:\lr. BnucE: ·what about the wife and 
chilJrcH of the employee? 

:\lr. EDWARDS: If they saw the difficul
ties which the man on the land had to con
tend 'vith, they would not treat this measure 
in the jocular manner thoy are treating it 
to-night. 

Mr. I-IYNES: You are putting up a plea for 
s'voatccl conditions. 

Mr. F.DW ARDS: I am convinced that, if 
the hon member was sweated, it would do 
him good. (Laughter.) There is another 
question which, no doubt, will have a bad 
effect. It is that the countrv children are 
not getting the educational · facilitiu that 
they should get. 

l\Ir. HYNES: How can they, if you are only 
payinz the ·workers £1 10s. a week? 

:Y1r. EDWARDS: I think it is deplorable 
h think that these conditions are going to 
be> applied-conditions whi< h will mako it 
harder for those boys c.ncl girls. 

In conclusion, I want to say that everything 
prO\·es that the conditions are such on the 
land at the present time, in comparison with 
other inJustries--

:\Ir. IIARTLEY: Crying again. 

l\Ir .. EDWARDS: That the people are 
gradually going from the land into the large 
centres of population. That has been proved 
by statistico, and it has been proved that it 
is impossible to impose any harder coHditions 
on those people at the present time. 

l\Ir. PEASE: Fifteen shillings a week will 
not induce them to remain on the land. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : There is no such wage 
as 15s. a week paid to-d·ay. I am paying a 
man 12s 6cl. a day to plough--

Mr. HARTLEY: Ono day a week. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: And then he asks my 
boys to attend to the hones. I am not saying 
for oHo moment that that applies to all the 
men. There are good men in the country 
as well as anvwhero else. The hon. members 
opposite wou.ld do well to leave the country 
districts alone until the Council of AgrlCul
ture, with their assistance and the assistance 
of the C01mtry Party. stabilise the different 
!ndustri0s in which the primary producer is 

at present struggling. \Vhen the Primarv 
l'roduoc1>' Organisation Bill was befor(· th'c 
llousc last session ninC'tccn amcndrr1ents ·were 
put into it by the Country Party, and the 
Secretary for Agriculture knows that two 
W<'re rejected _,-hich h<c has seen fit '·,illce to 
try and get in, o:Je of tl10m by regulation. 

Yir. PEASE: The hon. member for Cunning. 
h:tm was the only man who !mew anything 
about the Bill. 

Mr. ED\VARDS; How the hon. members 
on the other side can force this class of 
legislation, frorn a busine;:;s point of view, 
'-:hen they know that many hundreds of the 
farmers are a11plying to the Government, not 
only for fodder, but actually for relief to 
f<'ed their families, I do not know. Everyone 
must rca!i-8 that this is deplorable in a State 
like Queensland. If the advice of practical 
rnen had been taken years ago, these con
ditions would not apply to-clay. We offered 
suggestions rc3·arding the conscryation of 
\\'Hter and fodder years ago. 

Jlilr. HARTLEY: \Vhy did you not give effect 
to ,·our suggestions'! 

Mr. ED\YARDS: We could not get the 
opportunity. I hope that hon. members 
opposite will see fit to withJraw this Bill--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORKS : There 
is no chance of that. 

Mr. ED\Y ARDS: In the interc,ts of the 
agricultural industries of this State and give 
the Conncil of Agriculture an opportunity 
to disZ'U~s it. The Secretary for _:~griculture 
sits in the chair of that Council of Agricul
ture, and they ceuld discuss this measure, and 
if they decided that it is advisable to bring 
the rural work<'rs under the Arbitration 
Court--

Mr. I-In;ES : By the same rule, why not 
approach the unions conccrHed? 

Mr. ED\Y"\RDS': The hon. member knows 
that 1 he order., came from the unions to 
bring in the Biil. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS : You 
have a poor idea of the principles of govern· 
ment. 

:Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. gentleman 
knows full well who gave the orders to 
introduce this measure. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber must address the Chair. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. gentleman 
knows full well, accol'ding- to a. question 
which he answered himself only yesterday, 
that the State Produce Agency has handled 
no ]cc., than 100 tons of African maize. 
Surely that is evidence enough of the state 
Queensland is in owing to drought ! 

The SECRETARY FOR P1:BLIC ~'ORKS: How 
much was handled by private merchants'! 

2\1r. EDW ARDS: That is sufficient to 
prove bevond question of doubt that greater 
burdens should not be placed on the primary 
producers of this State at the present time. 

Mr. CLAYTON (1T'ide Bay): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumplion of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.21 p.m. 

Mr. Edwards.] 




