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Address in Reply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

THURSDAY, 19 JULY, 1923.

The Seeaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree}
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

MEMBER SWORN.
MRr. P. A. McLACHLAN.

Mr. P. A. Meclachlan, having taken the
cath and subscribed the roll, took his seat as
member for the clectoral district of Merthyr.

QUESTIONS.
SerLecTIONS FORFEITED, 1916-1922.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—
“ How many selections were forfeited
in the years 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920,
1921, and 1922, respectively?”
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replicd—
1916, 774 ; 1917, 543; 1918, 937; 1918,
1,013; 1920, 1.044; 1921, 812; 1822, 702.”

IxNCREASE ON IstivateD Cost OF INKERMAN
IRRIGATION SCHEME.

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

“ Out of the increase from the original
£130,000 estimated as the cost of the
Inkerman Irrigation Scheme to the pre-
sent one of £500,000, how much is repre-
sented by tie purchase of material and
machinery, and how much in wages to
employees on the job{”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—

“ The figures quoted in the question are
incorrect. Original estimate, £131,000
(wages, £19,7¢8; machinery and material,
£111.272). Cost to 30th June, 1823—
Wages, £98,927; machinery and material,
£293,924. Ditterence—Wages, £79,199;
machinery and material, £182,652.”



Questions.

ADVANCES T0 TREASURER UNDER COMMON-
WEALTH BANK AGREEMENT, Ht0., ACT.
Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Trea-
surer—

“1. What is the net amount which the
Treasurer could have claimed as loan
from the Commonwealth Bank and the net
amount actually drawn under clauses 10,
11, and 12 of the agreement, during the
period since the State Savings Bank
business was handed over to the Com-
monwealth Bank?

¢ 2. What rate of interest is charged on
such loan?

3. What is the net amount received
by him as profit under clause 15 of the
agreement during the same period?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—
“ 1. Amount available and accepted
under agreement, £1,493,665.
2. 4% per cent. per annum,

. ‘3. State’s share of nei loss to 3lst
December, 1522, £9,638 16s. The result of
the transactions for the half-year to 30th
June, 1923, is not yet available.”

Soura BRISBANE RAILWAY EXTENSION To GAS
ComPANY’S WORKS. «
Mr. FRY (Hurilpa) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

“1. Has the mnecessary survey been
made and rlans been prepared for the
construction of a railway from the pre-
sent terminus at the Adelaide Steamship
Company’s wharf in Stanley strest (near
Victoria Bridge) to the South Brisbane
Gas Companz’s works in Montague road?

2. If so, will he make known to the
House—(¢) The route selected; {h) the
estimated cost of construction; (¢) when

the work of construction will be com-
menced ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) veplied—

1. The =cheme was brought under my
notice by Mr. W. Dobbinson, Highgate
Hill, in March, 1923, but no survey has
been made.

“ 2. See enswer to No, 1.”

Loss vxpeEr CoTTOoN GUARANTEE.
Mr. EDWARDS (Vanango) asked
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—

“1. What was the total amount lost
on the cotton guarantee on last season’s
Queensland crop ?

2. What proportion of loss was a
charge on the State, and what proportion
was made good by the British Cotton
Growers' Association ?

‘3. What is the estimated loss, if any,
to the Commonwealth and State on the
crop just harvested in Queensland ?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, W. N. Gillies, Kacham) replied—
1. The total loss to the State on the
crop of 1922 was £23,016 12s. 3d.
2, For the charge to the State, see
No. 1. The British Cotton Growing
Association paid £6,688 13s. 2d., being the
balance available under their agreement
to find £10,000 to recoup any loss upon a
fixed price of 1s. 6d. per Ib.

the
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¢« 2. The ginning has nrot been com-
pleted, nor have any account sales beem

received from Turope of this crop, there-
fore no information can be given.”

ALLOCATION OF Procreps oF ‘° GOLDEN
CASKETS.”
Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Ozley) asked the

Home Secretary—

“ 1. What total amount was allocated
to his department as proceeds from the
¢ Golden Caskets’ held during the year
ended 30th June, 19237

“9 How much was allocated by his
departwent from ‘Golden Caskot’ pro-
ceeds to the maintenance of hospitals
during that period?

“3. Were any such proceeds utilised
for other purposes during that period?
If so, what were the purposes and the
amounts so used?”’

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. Stop-
ford, Mount Morgan) replied—

“ 1. £16C,804 8s. 10d.

9. £136,289 2s. 11d.

3. Yes. Bush nursing grants, £500;
baby clinics (purchase of sites), £1,922
2s. 2d.; advance to Works Depariment
in respect of erection of the training
school for baby clinic nurses, baby clinics,
and maternity wards, £15,000.”

PROFIT OR LOSS TO QUEENSLAND ON AMALGA-
MATED SAVINGS BaNK BUSINESS.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxicy) asked the
Treasurer—

“ As, according to clause 15 of the
Commonwealth Bank Agreement Act, this
Stare shares equally with the Common-
wealth in any profit or loss attaching to
the amalgamated Savings Bank business
in Queensland, and according to the last
Auditor-General’s report the State has
contributed £13,086 as its proportion of
the loss up to 31st December, 1921, will he
state what has been the profit or loss to
Queensland for the half-years ended 30th
June, 1922, 3lst December, 1922, and 30th
June, 1923,

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—
¢ Half-year ended 30th June, 1922—
Profit, £1,718 10s, 11d.; half-year ended
31st December, 1922—Profit, £6,672 2s.;
half-year ended 30th June, 1923—Infor-
mation not yet available.”

QUEENSLAND STAFF FOR BRITISH EMPIRE
EXHIBITION.
Mr. KERR (Enoggern) asked the Premier—
¢ In connection with the British Empire
Exhibition in England next year, 1n
which Queensland is participating, will
he state—

1. What 1s the anticipated number of
Queensland staff required in connection
with the exhibits of this State?

2. How many have alrcady been
selected, their names, and to what
positions ?

3. How many are returned ex-service
men ?

4, Will he recommend or adopt the
principle of preference to returned men
mm this connection? ”
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The PREMIER
('hillagoe) replied—
“The matter of oversea staff is now
under the conmdexatlon of the Federal
Commission.”

(Hon. XE. G. Theodore,

WOoRKERS' COTTAGES AT CANBERRA.

Mr.  ROBERTR (Zast Toowoomba) asked
the Secretary for Public Works—

‘1. Has be seen the statement) appear-
ing in the ¢ Daily Mail' of 18th instant,
that a contractor has offered to erect
wotrkers’ cottuges at Canberra, af a cost
of £180 each. and experts’ statements
that such cotinges would in Sydney be
rushed by 100,000 workers at £1 per
week ?

2. Will he cause inquiries to be made
as to their suitability for Queensland in
view of the great shortage in houses?”

e SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
W. Forgan Smith, Maclay) replied—

“1. Yes.

“2. Yes.”

(Hon

NET PROFITS OF STATE DUICHERY.

Mr. GILDAY (Zthaca) asked the Secretary
fcr Public Works—

“ As the hon. member for Nundah
stated that the State Butchery cannos
compete against private firms in the open
market, will he give the net plO[lta of
the State Buichery since it has been estab-
lished 2

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
replied—

“ The hon. member for Nundah spoke
without knowledge of his subject, as had
he referred to the Trade Commissioner’s
Report last year, page 11, he would find
that the net accumulated profit on the
State butchers’ shops to that date was
£140.686—approximately jd. per 1b. After
allowing for payment of meat export
companles’ elaim and loss on consign-
ments of frozen meat, the net accumu-
lated profit of the State Butchery busi-
nes to 30th Junc last was £51,028 15s. 1d.
As to compeiing against private firms, I
would add that during the past year the
business has increased. In Bricbane alone
last week the Siate shops served over
40,007 custoraers.”

NEer PROFITS OF STATE FISHERY.

Mr. CORSER (Burneit) asked the
tary for Public Works—
“1. Will he give the net profits of the

State Fishery since it h'xa been estab-
lished ?

“2. If no profits,
total loss?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC WORKS
replied—

‘““1 and 2. The accounts for 1923 are
not yet comoleted, but I refer the hon.
membor to page 42 of the Trade Commis-
sioner’s Report to 30th June, 1922, show-

ing a total net loss to that date of £30,502
18s. 8d.”

Seere-

what was or is the
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THE STATE TRAWLER.
Mr. BELPHINSTONE (Ouzley),
notice, asked the Premier—

“Ts the State trawler still resting at
the expensc of the Government, or has i$
found a new home?”’

The PREMIER replied—
“ Tt is still resting.”
(Laughter.)
An OprosiTion MEMBER: You mean rusting.
(Renewed laughter.)

without

PRIVATE SAVINGS BANKS BILL.
INITIATICN.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagos): I beg to move :—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committes of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of intreducing a Bill to make pro-
vision for the regulation of Savings Bank
business cmued on in Queensland by
private perscns.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

RESCMPITON OF DEBATE.
Mr. LLOYD (Helvin Grove), who was
received with Government ¢ Hear, hears!”

said : T must follow the example of other hon.
members and congratulate zou, Sir. on having
Leen re-clected tc the position of Speaker,
and more especially on the manner in which
vour re-clection vas received by the House.
A certain amount of adverse criticism is to be
expected, but, I think, it was the minimum
that the Opr)oalhon felt the position required.
You have been congratulated on having
resumed the officin] vestments of office, and it
has been suggested that your doing so restores
dignity to the proceedings of the House. 1
am not sure that the dignity of the House
is such a frail thing as to require the wear-
ing of vestments, but I think that, for prac-
tical reasons, it is a wise step. (Hear, hear!)
When the Speaker leaves his private apart-
ment and comes into the House, hon. members
standing in the passage are ordered out of
the way while he is passing through, and, as
most of us do not wish to be ordered out of
the way without knowing the reason, the
wearing of vestments will be a means of
letting us know whether the gentleman whom
we have been ordered out of the way for has
a right to have that done.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : It sounds as if you have
Leen in contact with a policeman lately.

Mr. LLOYD: I had an experience which
it is not mecessary to go into now, because I
believe that, under the new Standing Orders,
the time allowed for spceches on the Address
in Reply is now limited to forty minutes, so
there 1s no time to waste on personal experi-
ences.

I think that His Excellency’s advisers are
to be congratulated on the Speach which has
been put befors the touse. Complaints
come from the Opposition that it does not

centain enough information—that it is not
sufficiently illuminating on the policy which
the Government intend to carrv out. This is
common to all Specches from the Throne,
whether in this Legislature or in any other
representative body of a similar kind in the
British Empire. or in the King’s Speeches
that have been put before the British House
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of Commons. I am therefore rather surprised
at the criticism coming from the quarter from
which it did come. Opposition members have
been specially entrusted to see that no viclent
or revolutionary changes are carried out.
They are—I use the word in no offensive sense
—the Conservative party, to see that nothing
very rash or revolutionary is done; and 1t
comes rather as a shock to find those hon.
members advocating a departure so violent
and revolutionary as a definite and explicit
Governor’s Speech. If the Speech does say
nothing—which T do not think is the case—
it certainly says nothing rather well, briefly,
and conciscly. Tt therefore differs very much
from most documents which have the purpose
of saying rothing; the general practice 1s to
say nothing with an abundance of words.

I do not think the charges arc justified.
The Speech indicates the matters that will be
dealt with during the session, and how those
matters will be dealt with is a matter of
general knowledge. The party s hich is at
the present time in power in this House has
had its policy before the people of Queens-
land for a great deal more than a quarter
of a century, and any necessary elucidatior as
to current matiers of policy were clearly
explained in the manifesto of the Premier
and in the official statements of Ministers
during the election campaign. I do not think
that any rcasonable doubt exists as to what
will be the nature of the legislation on the
matters that arc mentioned in the Speech.

There is one little matter I would like to
deal with while on the subject of the Speech.
There is certainly scope for reform in the
manner of presenting the Speech. I am not
sure whether you in your office, Mr. Speaker,
are responsible for the continued existence of
this arrangement or not, but I should like to
put forward a view which I think is not con-
fined to myself. I think that at the beginning
of the scssion we waste two days in what
i little better than useless and meaningless
ccremony. The swearing in of members could
be carried out by the simple device of getting
an clected member to sign a declaration
before his returning officer, and that declara-
tion could simply be posted in to you or
whoever rcceives the declarations. That
would save one day. As to the reading of
the Govsornor’s Speech, T think that that
dates back to the time in the British House
of Commons whon the gentlemen of England
despised the arts of reading and writing. 1
think all of us in this House have sufficient
education to be able to read printed docu-
ments, and it is not necessary for us and for
our friends to sit here for the best part of
an _hour or more to hear ihe Speech read,
although T have no doubt it was very well
read. I see no recson why the Speech should
not be gazetted, and the function connected
with presenting it to members of this House
could be cut oui altogether,

Mr. ¥imrwav: You should
ladies on that matter.

the

consult

My, LLOXD: I am coming to the ques-
tion of the ladies now. I think the manner
in which invitations are issued to the cere-
mony conncected with the opening of Parlia-
ment is not consistent with the principles of
democracy. The feature of privilege enters

into it. Il the electors have a right to be
present personally at that function, they
should be there as a matter of right. As it

is now, it is a matter of privilege, and there

[19 Jury.]
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are certain very objectionable features con-
nected with it. Tickets of different order
or rank are issued; the holders of some are
admitted into the House at certain times,
others later, and others, who are presumed
to be of less importance, arc admitted to the
galleries only. ~ If it is necessary to have
such a function—1 do not think the function
s necessary at all—but if it is necessary to
have it, we should have it either in this
Chamber privately with no one present but
the Governor and hon. members, or we
should hold it in the middle of the Ascot
Racecourse and invite the people of Queens-
land to be present.

Mr. Krewax: I object to that. I sar
Market Square or the new Town Hall, if
vou go ouf of this.

Mr. LLOYD : That is not a revolutionary
or oven an orviginal proposal, because, as
most hon. members know, the inaugural cere-
mony of the Ausiralian Commonwealth was
carried out in the middle of Centennial
Park, Sydrey, and all Australia was invited
to be present.

Mr. Roserts: They had special seats there
for special citizens. You had one if you
were there.

Mr., LLOYD: I sat on the fence.
(Laughter.) There may be some ambiguity
in that statement. I may say I had not
cntered politics at that time. I have never
sat on the fence since.

On looking through the Speech, it is grati-
fying to see that most of the measures
promised are part of one big co-ordinated
constructive policy aiming at the better
regulation of production, which is the most
iriportant work which the present Govern-
ment have undertaken. I think that is the
real rcason why the Government gained the
confidence of the electors so signally at the
last election. The victory was a recognition
of sound policy—not so much because great
results had already been obtained in that
dircction, because it is a long, slow process
to go through—that we are on the right track
and that the Government had done the best
possible under the circumstances.

Until we arrive at the better regulation
of production, we shall always be faced with
the greatest of all social evils—the evil of
unemployment. Whenever an clection takes
place during a time of unemployment, both
parties assure the electors that, if they are
returned to power, they will abolish unem-
ployment. T admit that very few of the
people who make these statements really
take them seriously. It is astonishing to find
experienced business men, who know that
under the present economic system these
periods of slacknes: and unemployment recur
as regularly and as certainly as the seasons
and arc likely to recur so long as the pre-
sent economic system  continues—it is
astonishing to find’ these men assuring the
electors that, if they get back to power, they
will find work for eoveryome; and, when
asked how they are going to do it, they
proposc measures which have been tried
:nd have failed over and over again. The
present Government are trying to get at
the root of the evil, and are trying to intro-
duce some stability in production, especially
production in primary industries.  The
Government have shown a great dea! of
patient effort, and we can sce an indication

Mr. Lloyd.]
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that their efforts are beginning to tell.
Unemployment is not a question which can
be discuszed at any length on this occasion.
‘We are here to discuss concrete measures,
and it _would be very difficult and almost
impossible to treat fully the immediate causes
of unemployment. My impression is that few
of those who write on economics really know
much about the subject. We have general
statements made about the inflation of credit
and its consequences, but I have never found
a writer on economies who could take one
concrete case of a depression which has
followed & period of great activity, and
trace the way in which one stage merged
into another. I do not, of course, refer to
cases where a great war has taken place, or
where something in the nature of a social
©or economic cataclysm has occurred; but we
know that those periods occur at times when
there is no great disturbance. We all know
that the greatest depressions often exist in
countries which have all the natural
resources to make them prosperous. Tas-
mania has been, for the last half century
at any rate, the State where work has been
hardest to get, and yet it is more favour-
ably situated than any other Australian
State with regard to its natural resources.
“The favourite explanation which is given is
that over-production has taken place, but
over-production on a general scale—that is
over-production of the necessaries of life—
seldom if ever occurs. There are cases occur-
ring every day of some special commodity
being produced in excess of the purchasing
power of the people to buy it; but there
has never yet been a time when the good
and necessary things of life were produced in
excess of the demand for them by individuals
willing and able to give their labour towards
producing them What we can do in Quecns-
land is limited by the fact that we are
not entirely a self-governing State. Without
control of the tariff we can never hope to
effect a complete solution of the unemploy-
ment problem; but we can do a great deal
to minimise its evils locally; and we can
also do a great deal by demonstrating what
can be done in such a way as will be educa-
tive to other States, and, I hope, to the
Commonweslth genevally.

Just as a far-secing man in business may
so carefully watch what really is in demand
as to assure for himself and others intercsted

in his business a certain stability,

[4 pm.] so a careful Government may

. assure for its own State a certain
stability in its prosperity; and I think the
scheme which the CGovernment introduced
during the last Parliament for the organisa-
tion of agriculture is going to be the greatest
contribution we have yet had to the solution
of the unemployed problem as it exists
locally. It is gratifying that at last some.
thing has been done in the Unemployed
Workers Act to alleviate the lot of the
individuals who are unemployed, but it is
a pity that very inadequate palliative
was made the subject of attack during the
election. An appeal was made to some of
the worst instincts of human nature by
attempting to antagonise men in work against
the contribution of the very small sum of
3d. a week toward alleviating the troubles
of their less fortunate fellow men who are
without employment; but it is gratifying to
see that it had very little effect, because in
the industrial centres right throughout the

[Mr. Lioyd.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

State the result of the appeal to the electors
was a record of increased confidence in the
Gevernment.

Related to the question of unemployment
is_that of immigration. I think that_ we
all admit that an increase in the white
population of Australia is one of our greate<s
necessities, and, whilst I am not one of.
those who believe in passing on to the
Federal Government anything we can do
ourselves, 1t must be admitted that immigra-
tion is, after all, a Federal matter, and that
it can never be handled properly by a
Government which has not control of
the tariff. We know perfectly well that we
would stand no chance of getting desirable
immigrants from Great Britain at the pre-
sent time if they knew the exact facts about
Australia.  Although woe may be able to
prove to them that the conditions in Queens-
land are more prosperous than they are in
other parts of Australia, at the same time
they know perfectly well that the state of
the Queensland labour market is always
regulated by the state of the labour market
clsewhere in Australia. People in Great
Britain who have a real knowledge of the
state of things in Australia know perfectly
well that we have plenty of people here
already who would go on the land if there
were sufficient inducement to do so. I heard
a statement in the House last night that
plenty of young men in Queensland were
wishing to take up land. There is certainly
a rush for good land so soon as it has been
opened, but in most cases we find that the
people who originally take it up do so with
a view to selling out a few years afterwards.
A gentleman who was at one time a member
of this House, Mr. Bridges, told me on one
occasion that the only possible way to make
money out of farming was to sell a farm.

Mr. RoBerts: He has made more money
since he left this House than he made in it,
and not by selling land either.

Mr. LLOYD: The demand for land in
good localities is nearly always due to a
desire to acquire the land for speculative
purposes. Those individuals on the returned
soldier settlements who are pressing so much
to have their leasehold turned into freehold
make no secret about that. I have had
individuals tell me frankly, when I repre-
sented a constituency in which there was a
veturned soldier settlement, that that was
their object, and they appealed to me to do
my best to get the Government to alter
their policy o that they could sell their
holdings and get out.

Mr. Braxp: Can they not do that under
perpetual lease?

Mr. LLOYD: They can, but the impres-
sion seems to be that it is more easily done
with freehold. I think we have it on the
authority of hon. members opposite that
freehold is a much more convenient thing to
handle in that way.

Mr., CravroN: What about over there?

Mr. LLOYD: One matter which 1is
watched with very keen interest by the few
really interested in it is the greater Bris-
bane scheme, to which I would like to devote
a word or two of ecriticism. The word
“ criticism’’ is so often misused that, when
most of us hear the word, we take it that
something hostile is in view. I am using
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the word in the sense of its literal meaning—
Jjudgment based on an examination of facts.
To criticise & proposal is to discuss its
possibilities for good as well as for bad
‘The better control of the affairs of the
metropolis is not entirely a local question.

The metropolis is the concern of the
whole of Queensland, and not merely
of those mpersons who live in if,

-although, of course, it is more immediately
their affair. It is rather unfortunate that,
when everybody seems to be agreed upon a
-certain matter, very little interest is taken
in it. Hardly anyone connected with local
government in Brisbane will deny that a
greater Brisbane scheme is desirable. Our
local authority affairs are in a very com-
plicated state. We have different’ muni-
«cipalities, with very arbitrary and artificial
boundaries, We have had in many cases to
establish joint boards to handle matters
which cannot be handled by the separate
local authorities. There is the Water and
Sewerage Board, the Tramway Trust, the
Victoria Bridge Board, and boards to
deal with matters of minor interest. So
that we have made some progress towards
the amalgamation of the different munici-
palities already. Unfortunately very few
bersons seem to give very serious attention
1o the form which the proposed measure is
likely to take. The position now, however,
is very much easier than it was, say, ten
years ago, because the question of the fran-
«chise has been settled. Before that was
done, in any discussion of a greater Brisbane
scheme the real question was invariably
obscured by a consideration of the local
authority franchise.

At one time I was asked to read a paper
on local authority matters before a progress
sissociation.  Acting on my previous experi-
ence, I stipulated that the question of fran-
onise was not to be discussed that night, with
ihe result that there was no discussion at all.
In dealing with the question as to whother
or not the respousibilities now exercised by
the dificrent bodies should be exercised by
a central body, the question of the franchise
was so much in the minds of those who were
present that the question of amalgamation
was left out altogether. Now that that
matter has been scttled, and the tramways
have been. taken over by the public. it is a
very much easier thing to go about the ques-
tion of effecting a Greater Brisbane scheme.
The trouble to me scems to be the boundaries
of the various local bodies. If we include
evervthing that affects the metropolis we
shall in some cases have to stretch cut the
boundary as far as 20 miles, and I am afraid
that some outer local authorities will he very
disinclined to come in at first. I think it
would be a good idea if the Government
considered some schome for obtaining the
opinion of the people of Brisbane who are
most directly affected in this matter. I am
making this suggestion in order to stimulate
interest in the question. First of all, a draft
scheme could be prepared and issued, and
every elector living in the areas proposed to
e included should be furnished with a copy.
[ do not mean that it should be an ordinary
Bill couched in legal language. but it shculd
be a short readable résumé of the proposal.
This could be circulated, and then. after
an interval of some months, a conference
of elected representatives could be held.
‘Whether the representatives should be elected
by the present local authorities or directly

{19 Jury.]
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by the people is another matter. I think it
would be better if they were elected by the
people in the same way as the conference
was elected which considered the drafting of
the original Commonwealth Constitution
Bill. Finally, the Bill should be submitted
by referendum to the electors of the area
concerned.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaANDS: The
chief trouble is the indebtedness already
incurred by the different local authorities.

Mr. LLOYD : Quite right. The position is
full of trouble. The debt question is too
difficult to enter into now.

The SECRETARY FOR IPPuBrLic LANDS: That

is the main difficulty.

Mr. LLOYD: There are other difficulties;
it is a most complex question. 1 think the
greatest difficulty is the lack of general
interest in the scheme. My proposal to sub-
mit the scheme to the people of Brisbane is
more for what I think will be the indirect
good than the direct good. I think the
indircet good in awakening public interest
in this question will certainly be worth the
trouble and delay in referring it to_the
people. The Greater Brisbane governing body
could do very good work in advising the
Government on metropolitan matters. The
people in remote corners of the State com-
plain that everything is done in the interest
of Queen street; and, when I lived in a
remoter part of Queensland than T.do now, T
thought that there was a great deal in that.
Certainly the people who live in the metro-
polis have easv access to the Government
and to the officials, and they have many
advantages which they are not slow to make
use of. Nevertheless, there seems to be on the
part of Governmengs a rather remarkable
misunderstanding of metropolitan questions.
One thing in which T think there should be
some co-ordination between the joint muni-
cipalities of the metropolis and the Govern-
ment is the suburban railways. If some
arrangement could be made by which the
Greater Brisbane municipality could take
over some of the responsibilities con.nec-md
with the financing of the suburban railways,
and he allowed in return sowe share in con-
trol, T think we would have a very much
better system.  That brings me to the quos
tion of Central Railway Station, which is
a maost important metropolitan questfion.
I understand that it is the intention at no
very distant date to enlarge the track and
widen the tunnel, so that there will be four
lines running into Central Station. I am
afraid that we shall never get satisfaction at
the present site. Mr. Crowther told me at
the time when the Central Station site was
originally discussed that there was an alter-
native proposal to have the terminus at the
Police Barracks.

Mr. Kiewax: That is where it should
have been.
Mr. LLOYD: It is inconceivable to me

why that proposal was ever turned down.
There would be scarcely room for one plat-
form if we stopped at this point; but, if we
resume Market Square and stop the building
of the Town Hall—there are more important
things than the building of the Town Hall—
we waould have space there for one of the best
railway stations in Australia. In the course

Mr. Lloyd.]
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of time it might be neccessary to resume right
up to George street. We should have a site
upon which we could put a perfect Central
Station.

Mr. Epwarps: It would be better if more
consideration was given to the people in the
country.

Mr. LLOYD: There could be one main
platform running parallel to Adelaide street,
and the other platforms could run at right
angles to that platform, as is the case with
the Svdney Central Railway Station. The
people who live at a great distance from the
city, and who do not travel very much, do not
care whether they land at Roma Street or
Adelaide strect; but to those in the outer
suburbs it means a great deal. In dealing
with the communication with the outer
suburbs I attach great importance to that,
because it seems to me one of the best ways
of solving the question of overcrowding.
Easy communication will invariably lead to
an increase of opportunities for workers to
leave those parts inside the city and find a
better and healthier place outside.

The removal of the penal establishment at
St. ITelena is another matter which concerns
the metropolis rather intimately. From time
to time it has been suggested that the prison
should be removed from St. Helena, and that
a pleasure resort should be established there.
There is certainly the question of expense,
but I understand that some vears ago 1t was
definitely decided to build a prison elsewhere.
I hope, if that is done during the period of
the present Parliament. that the island will
be set aside for the public. At the present
time we have no firstclass watering place
within easy distance of the metropolis.

An OrpostTiox Meweer: What about Sand-
gate?

The SEcrRRTARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS:
would keep ihe place in order?

Mr. LLOYD: I think that could be fixed
up all right.

The SrerpTARY TFor PusLic LaxDs:
would—the local authorities?

Mr. Epwarps: The Home Secretary.
Mr. MaxwerL: The local authorities.

Mr. LLOYD: If we had a Greater Bris-
bane municipality, I think the island could
be very conveniently handed over to that
body. provided they managed it properly,
otherwise it could be run as a State enter-
prise.  An island like St. Helena, if made
inte a public pleasure resort, would return a
profit of 50 per cent.

The SeernTaRY FOor T'UBLIC Laxps: If you
put a public house on it it would.

Mr. MaxwerL: That is the only thing you
can make a profit on.

Mr. LLOYD: I do not think it is right at
this stage to anticipate the discussion which
will take place on the Liquor Act.

Who

Who

There is Just one other matter I wish to
touch on, and that is in connection with the
elections. We have heard a good deal on that
subject. It is the discussion that follows
every clection—as to how the Government
managed to get back. It is pretty clear,
however, that the Government got back
because they enjoyed the confidence of the
majority of the electors, Thr complaint has
been made that in the remoter part of the

[Mr. Lioyd.
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State representation 15 not on a more
liberal scale. You will find that in every
State in Australia and in the rural districts
of every country, including Great Britain and
Ircland. In all cases arca has to be taken
into account in connection with population.
The constituencies with the largest numbers
of clectors are in South-East Queensland,
where the population is most densc.

There is a matter in connection with the
redistribution scheme that has caused a little
inconvenience. That is the trouble caused to
the ordinary citizen to find out what elec-
torate he is in. Very often you may be
living in a certain electorate bearing the
name of a place which may be many miles
away from you. A redistribution scheme
comes along, Federal or State, and vou find
through it that you are in another electorate
bearing the name of a place 10 miles in another
direction. Perhaps we could get out of this
difficulty by substituting numbers for names,
or if we adopted new names altogether. At
the present time the Federal Government
seem to have adopted the State elecroral
districts for their own subdivisions, but it
does not follow that chey are always going
to do so. It sometimes happens that the
name of the Federal subdivision is an entirely
different namec to the name of the State
electorate. I think we could get over this
difficulty by a very simple device—that is, to
compel every owner of occupied land to
put up on his land a metal plate show-
ing the names of the State electorate, the
Federal subdivision, the municipality, and
the ward or subdivision. I think we could
go a little further, and, if it is freehold land,
we could pub up the description of the land.

An Opposition MeMBER: Why not lease-
hold, too?

Mr. LLOYD: We could do the same with
that, too. If the occupanst wanted to file
any documents which required that infor-
mation, it could be got readily. This is not
an impracticable scheme.

Mr. EpwirDs: You could put all his
troubles on the board, too. (Laughter.)

Mr. KrmrwaN: And a hoarding with the
troubles of the Country party.

Mr. LLOYD: Such a matter would have
to be carried out by the State, and the
expense charged against the individual owner.
The cost would not come to more than a few
shillings, and perhaps a flat rate could be
charged, the Government taking the chance
of alterations. The public generally and the
officers responsible for registration would
thus be saved endless trouble.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhaused the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): May I
congratuiate, you, Sir, on vour eclevation to
the high and dignified position of Speaker of
this House. In all sincerity, so far as the
Government side of the House is concerned,
T know of nn man whom I would prefer to
yourself to see. in the position you occupy
to-day. VYou happen to be next door to a
“ townie” of my own, for you arc a Warwick
boy, and it is pleasing to know your comrades
have again 1ndicated their confidence by
placing you+in the position referred to.
(Hear, hear!)

I heartily congratulate the new members
on the efforts made by them in the speeches
which they have already delivered.
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The Speeca before the House is the briefest
one on reeord.  Still, it contains much which
is of interest to all the people of the State

of Queensluand, and those maiters which have -

to do with the uplift of our land, the helping
of the people to develop the country—a
country that cannot stand still, or should not
stand still, and which will not be allowed to
stend still—are going to meet with the very
strongest support from all hon, members on
this side of the House. If I rightly interpres
the sentiments of the men who have been
returned to this Flouse, it is that they are
bent on shouldering individual responsibility
and collectively joming hands in any direc-
tion which will be for the permanent benefit
of the country. As to matters that may be
doubtful to us, that may be suggested, or
that may be brought forward, you may
depend they will meet with the disapproba-
tion. that should come from the Opposition.
I have referred to the brevity of the
Governor’s Sypsech, and 1 am not surc that,
coming from the source it does, it is any worse
on that account—I rather approve of it in
that connection—but I want to recall to mind
and compare this Governor's Speech with

that of 18th August, 1920. You remember
that that Speech was very extravagantly
worded and was intended for propaganda

purposes, and it was used in that particular
way. L am not sure, after all, it served the
Government party well, although it was their
intention that it should act in their favour.
I think that that Speech did more harm than
good. It was different indeed to the insig-
nificant looking document that was issued
this session. Certainly, the very fiery letter
of the Premicr written to various individuals
throughout the State during the clection cam-
palgn was more effective and did better
work than the long Speech delivered here by
the Hon. Mr. Lennon in August, 1920,

A GoveERNMENT MEuBER: Did you get one?

Mr. G. . BARNES: No; I want to know
why not. (Laughter.) It is a very unfair
thing to dlstm"m\h between rman and man.
As 1t happens, a co-direcior of mine—per-
kaps by iadvertence—received the document

which I ho]d in my hand. Ti is
[4.30 p.m.] very good so far as it goes, but

unfortunately, although coming
from the Premier, I am mchnod to think
that there are iwo statcments in it that can
be contradicted {rom beginning to end. (Go-
vernment dissent.) However, I am not going
to say much more regarding “that just now.

I 'lglen with many things that are said in
the Speach, but particularly do 1 agree with
the thn"rl paragraph, which -

¢ The Parliament which ha» just been
elected is faced with the task of dealing
with many problems of great moment to
the people of the State. "
That is perfectly correct. I believe there was
never a time in cur history when we were
face to face with matters of greater import-
ance and which required fuller consideration,
deliberation, and decision at ths hands of
the people than to-day; and never were
opportunities greater than to-day to achieve
something for our country. Yet some of the
matters of the greatest possible moment
which should have found a place in the
Governor’s Speech have been left out.

I maintain that onc of the gravest matters
that we can take in hand, a,nd must face if
we are to occupy and retain our present posi-
tion, is the matler of mnnlgratmn Strange
to say, that great question found no place

{19 Jury.]
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whatsoever in the Governor’s Speech, Yet
there has never been a time in the history of
Australia more opportune for making such
a move than at present. I am aware that in
days gone by our attention was given to the
matter, and a great deal was vdone; and we
should not have found ourselves where we
ave to-day but for carrying out such a policy.
Now we are having the means laid at our
feet to bring people here. Not only are the
Commonwealth ready to assist us, but we
find that people themselves are ready to
nominate their friends from abroad to ccme
te Australia. Above all, there is & great
overseas movement ready to land immigrants
here. Australia, above all countries, is ready
for the helpful hand, and wec should show
that our disposition is to accepl the proffered
help. I maintain therefore that it is a bit
belated for the Government t> pass by one
of the greatest questions. Certainly an
(\xnlanmtlon was forthcoming, but we are not
a rrleat deal wiser to-day. We are told that
it is the right thing to do, that Australia
must be peopled, that we cannot retain 1t
unless we people it—that it will belong to
somebody else unless we give due considera-
tion to the question. We are told all these
things, but alzo ihat we must be very carcful
and must go cuautiously. After an eight
sears’ reign the Government are still going
cautiously, and I believe that. unless

they arc awakened by public feeling, they
will go cautiously to the end, and a great
opportunity for helping the people of

Australia, and Queensland will be lost to us.
It is evident from the Premier’s remarks
that his 1dea at the present moment is that
we should fill up the lands of our country with
onr own people—a very good and right thing
to do—but our own people are not making
use of the opportunities they possess in that
dnectlon We find that Ttalians and other
aliens are coming from abroad and are step-
ping into plnces and making good at cvery
turn. Ne¢ one will say that similar oppor-
tunities are available to our people, and
therefore we should hold our hand until our
own people indicate that they are satisfied.
If we do not give them satisfaction, the
policy will be a baneful one, and will not
werk for good. Our idea is to go ahead,
and, whilst we should avoid the landing of
poople here with no land ready for them and
no opportunities available for them, yet we
have got to move simultaneously in this
direction with lho opening up of land and
bringing of people here. By the time things
arc in motion—after all the efforts which
ave being made and with the land that the
Government say they are preparing—we shall
ke ready for them. I think in conmection
with this matter one of the sorriest things is
the matter of our population; T maintain
pepulation is the first thing we want.

Another great thing which the Government
have neglected to refer to is the matter of
land tenure. We want to know what the
tepiure will be when all these lands are
opened wp. Will it be of such a nature that
the people will be induced to apply for and
settle upon the Jand?

Another matter that might well have been
referred to in the Speech Is that of secondary
industries. There is nothing whatever to
indicate that any helpful hand is going to
be given to the people to establish those
industries. We are almost bursting ourselves
in connection with the estabhchment of the
cotton industry, and every man reJOJ(‘Pq in
the prospect of that industry becoming a

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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wonderful success. But are the opportunities
available to make it a success? We must
also think of the wool industry—are we
going to take action in conncction with the
establishment of these industries in their
secondary forms by means of woollen and
cotton mills.

It would have been a very fine point if
the Government had included in their pro-
gramme something that has to do with the
encouragement and establishment of cotton
mills.

At 4.40 pm.,

The CHalRMAN oF Comnarrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Then we would be
paving the way to find work for many of
the unemployed who are in our midst, and
vho will continue to be in our midst unless
we do something in that direction,

I find that one of the most serious things
we have to contemplate in connection with
population is that during the eight years of
the management of the affairs of this country
by the present Government, we have scarcely
held our natural increase. Very few people
realise the seriousness of the position that
we occupy to-day as a State. In 1915 our
population was 678,675. Up to 30th Sep-
tember, 1922, the population had increased
to 790,522--an increase only of 111,847. The
point I wish particularly to emphasise is
that our natural increase during that time
was 158,000, and, if you deduct the deaths
tha: took place during the samé period—
52,731—we have a balance of 105,269, which
shows that in eight years our population by
the addition of people from akroad has only
grown by 6,578 persons. Surely if anything
at all indicates that we have been asleep
and that the Government are not in
sympathy with the peopling of this land, it
is the figures that I have quoted. Immigra-
tion to Queensland is less than it is to any
of the other States. In the other States
a degree of development and a degree of
progress has been going on, and they have
been adding to their population. New South
Wales, since 1916, has added 234,080 odd to
her  population; Victoria, 121,359: while
Qucensland added only 84,152. 8o you see,
while other places are growing, Queensland
has been stationary, and what we have
received in one way we have lost in another
way because people have left the country.

There is no doubt that some of the things
that have been stated by the Premier and
others need to be combated, and I wish
particularly to- combat some of the state-
ments made by the Premier yesterday in
connection with railway tonnage. We were
told yesterday that things were developing,
and in that special letter which T referred
to a few moments ago, the Promier
impressed upon the people to whom he wrote
that the advancement taking place in
Queensland was greater than that in any
other Statc, and, when speaking yesterday,
he still maintained that there were evidences
of development in connection with the pro-
duction that had taken place in Queensland.
One of the sorriest records that could
possibly be placed before the people is that
which cmanated only last year from the
Commissioner for Railways in Queensland.
I question if many members of this House
have been seized with the fearful serious-
ness of the position we occupy in connection
with production.

Mr. CarTER: You are a Jeremiah.

{Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: No, I am exceed-
ingly sorry about it; but I say you people
over vonder are responsible for what has
taken place. Since 1914-15 an additional 960
miles of railway have been constructed. One
would naturally think that, with an addi-
tional 960 miles of railway there would be
a very great increase in traffic. But, instead
of there being an increase in traffic as a
result of the construction of a further 960
miles of railway, the Commissioner tells us
there was a decrease of 17.9 per cent. in
tonnage. That is not all. The revenue
increased by 34 per cent., which, of course,
indicates that a very considerable increase
had taken place in freights. The Commis-
sioner also shows that the passenger traffic
had increased by 11 per cent.; and that is
the only incrcase shown. The Commis-
sioner’s report shows also that the expendi-
ture had increased by 100.2 per cent. Can
you imagine anything so condemnatory of the
administration of a Government as those
significant figures? A decrease in tonnage,
and that on top of the repeated assertions
from the Government that they have been
helping production, and that the country
has been developed! 'These figures prove
conclusively that the country, so far as pro-
duction goes, has been on the down grade.
If the other States had been in the same
plight, we could have understood things,
but it is not so in the other States. The
Premier in the document which he issued
claimed that no State had shown the pro-
gress that Queensland had, when, as a matter
of fact, New South Wales showed an increase
i cent., Victoria an
increase or 38 per cent., South Australia an
increase of 26 per cent., and Western Aus-
tralia an increase of 2 per cent. The only
State in the Commonwealth which does not
record progress through the records of the
Commissioner for Railways is the State of
Queensland. Who is responsible for that?

Mr. Swayne: The Government.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Undoubtedly the
Government are responsible, hey have
discouraged settlement, and therc is no doubt
that one of the things which deterred settle-
ment in the early stages of the rule of this
Government was the way in  which the
Government exploited the people. They
exploited the farmers in directions which we
have indicated again and -again. 'They
exploited the people In connection with
cattle, in conrection with meat, and in many
other directions, until the people lost heart.
I am quite aware that there arc other things
which had to deo possibly with decreased
production. One reason, no doubt, was
because of the great number of our young
lives leaving the country.

Mr. Cornixs: What about the slump in
metals and beef? Do you hold the Govern-
ment responsible for that?

Mr. . P. BARNES: No. Regarding
metals, if the Government had seized the
great opportunity that their late leader
emphasised when he returned from abroad,
amf had gone on supplying that copper for
which he said he could obtain a firm order,
the railways would have been helped con-
siderably. This Government have not aided
production. This is what the Commissioner
for Railwavs says, and, seeing that there has
been no collaboration with him, it should
be very pertinent to the discussion which
has been taking place in the House—

“If the Queensland rates, fares, and
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traffic had increased to the same extent
as other railways, comparisons show that
our results would have been equally
favourable after allowing for increasing
our present expenditure in the same
ratio as the additional mileage which
it is estimated would have been
required.”
That is how the Commissioner for Railways
sums up that exceedingly important matter.
In regard to the matter of production, the
hon. member for Brisbane contradicted the
statement made by the hon. member for
Mirani the other night when he stated that
under the present Government the acreage
under cultivation was decreasing, as shown
by figures which he gave. However, I have
the statistics before me for the periods with
regard to which he quoted. The hon. mem-
ber quoted 1916 and 1921. I find that there
was a decrease in 1921 as compared with
1916 of 31,990 acres, thus showing that the
statement of the hon. member for Miram
was perfectly correct and in order. Indecd,
if the hon. member for Mirani had gone
back another year, he would have found 2
vear still more favourable, for the com-
parison which he made on that occasion,
because the production in 1915 was a good
many thousand tons ahead of production in
1916. It is duc to the hon. member for
Mirani that I should malke this statement.
Not only in that direction but in other direc-
tions almost without number there are
evidences that we are not developing. We
had under crop in 1916, 835,259 acres, whereas
in 1321 we had fallen to 804,507 acres. There
were employed in farming in 1914, 36,127
persons, and in 1921 35,946 persons. The
only increase that T can find at all favour-
able to the Government has to do with the
increase of dairies. The number of dairies
increased from 1914 tc 1921 by 3,666. 1
mention that to show that I am criticising
the Government in a fair and dispassionate
way.

Referring once more to railway matters,
surely the House will take into considera-
tion the fact that, after having expended no
less a sum than £11,000,000 on our railways,
they are carrying less tonnage than they
were eight years ago.

I think that one of the big things which
should have been referred to in the Gover-
not’s Speech—because I believe there is a
clear link between it and production—is
that of taxation, Taxation is no doubt at
the root of half our trouble, and it has inter-
fered to a very alarming extent with the
development of production as well as with
the growth of population. That is so self-
ovident as to be apparent to evervone. In
this connection, the Premier last night made
reference to and contradicted a staterment
of the leader of the Opposition with rega»d
to taxation. The statement made by the
leader of the Opposition as recorded in
“ Hansard,” because I have checked it, ccr-
tainly included Federal taxation; but, as all
States included Federal taxation, the state-
ment was perfectly clear and correct. The
only thing is that the leader of the Opposi-
tion overlooked for the time being the fact
that the Federal Government had reduced
taxation to some extent, which really would
decrease the amount levied in the various
Btates to an equal extent. However, we are
at a disadvantage when we compare our
taxation with that of other States—Victoria
g particular. Perhaps I should give the

(19 Juwry.]
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actual figures which should have been given
by the leader of the Opposition. I find that,
in Victoria, companies with a taxable profit
of £1,000 pay £50; in Western Australia,
£71 17s. 8d.; in South Australia, £78 2s.
6d.; in New South Wales, £125; and in
Quecnsland £180. That is on a 20 per cent.
profit, and that was the table quoted by the
leader of the Opposition. On a 16 per cent.
basis and a per cent. basis, of course,
there is a disparity again, which, although
great, is a little more favourable to Queens-
land than in the other cases. But, when
you come to taxation generally, on a small
income of £250, Queensland pays £1 12s. 11d.,
and Victoria £1 5s. On £300, the respective
amounts are £3 10s. 4d. and £1 17s. 6d.; on
£400, £7 16s. 3d. and £3 2s. 6d.; and on
£500, £12 17s. 9d. and £4 Ts. 6d.

The SecreTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
toria lets off the wealthy man.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am very glad of
that interjection. The hon. gentleman says
that Victoria lets off the big man. I say
it is right that the big man should pay
move than the smaller man; but what are
this Government doing? They are singling
out the big retired man and allowing him
to go scot free with big income from their
bonds, while the man putting bone, sinew,
life, and blood into the various industries
of the State is penalised to the extent,
according to the DPremier’s statement last
night, of making good even railway deficits,
which, during a term of some ecight years,
amount to over $£10,000,000. What is the
effect of that policy? What has it done
for our railways? You have only to turn to
the records of Parliament to find that during
the last four wvears the Government have
doled out £377,000 in relicf to the unem-
plored. We have to remember that, instecad
of our industries increasing as industries

Vic-

have increased in the South, they have
scarcely held their own.
A GoveERNMENT MEMBER: Do you really

think that the Government are responsible
for these things?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do.
Mr. Forey: I am sorry for you.

Mr. G. P, BARNES: 1 am as sure as [
stand here that the policy of the Government
as to taxation has discouraged
[5 p.m.}] enterprise and made for un-
employment. I would not make
a statement like that wunless I could
substantiate it.
The SmRETARY TOR PPUsLic LanDs: Do you
mean to sav that taxation is a governing
factor or otherwise In business?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Of course it

taxation and markets.

The SecreTsry FOR Pubric Lanps: How big
is it in your business? It is a small factor.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Here is the actual
proof of my statement—that Queensland is
at the bottom of the list of all the States in
a table showing the number of factories and
employees, as compared with the time when
this Government took office. She has made
less development than any other State.

The SmcrerTsnty por Pusire Lanos: Manu-
facturing me:iely swelis {re big centres of
populatinmn.

is—

My (i P. Barnes.}
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: The growth in the
numbers of factories and employeces therein
from 1915 to 1922 is as follows:—

Factories. Employees

Viectoria o 1,340 31,042
N. 8. Wales ... 1,082 31,871
W. Australia ... 206 3,479
S. Australia (up

to 1921) 172 4,934
Tasmania 97 .. 1,707
Queensland ... 35 ... 169

What further proof is necessary? 1 say again
that it is the administration of the Govern-
ment which has had an effect upen industry
otherwise than in the direction of stimulating
it.

The SrcreTARY FOR Pusric Laxps: Do you
not think that hetter conditions and higher
wages would have the effect you point out?

Mr. G. . BARNES: Not in the direction
youn want. I should imagine from what the

hon. gentleman said that he wishes to indi-
cate that wages have been higher in Queens-
lznd than elsewhere.

The SecreTsRY ror Preric Laxps: Do you
mean to say that ecsts of plodactvon are not
an item for consideration when you are
building a factorr—wages and hours costs?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Certainly; and yet
this very Government would have landed

this State in an expenditure on steel works
at a place called Bowen of £5.000000 of
money, when they knew that labour in an
outside place like that would demand, and is
recognised to deserve, a greater wags than
elsewhere.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS:
making another case now.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am meeting the
argument of the hon. gentleman. That
would have been a baneful thing to do.

Mr. Corrins: It would have built up the
nation.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ovder! The
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed
to him Ly the Standing Orders.

Mr., CARTER (Port Curtis): Upon rising
io support the, motion, I must, first of all,
compliment the Government upon both their
excellent  legislative and  administrative
achievements of the past cight vears and the
programine which they have mtroduced to
this House this session. I would also like to
congratulate the mover and seconder of this
motion—two new membeb upon the most
excellent speeches they made, and upon giving
promise of bcmrr very useful members of
the Aseombly. I have listened with a
great deal of interest to the addresses
from boath sides of the (hamber. I was
pleased at the cfforts put forward by mem-
bers supporting the Government, and
interested in the remarks of those supporting
the other side, but a little disappointed in
their tone, They scem to be more interested
in apologising for defest than in endeavour-
ing to offer useful eriticism of the measures
submitted to this Chamber. I have not heard
one useful suggestion from anybody sitting
cn the other side. Take the remarks of the
hon. member who has just resumed his seat.
His actions outside are a direct contradiction
of his statements in this Chamber. Ie »was,
Jeremiah like, crying, ‘ Poor Quecnsland ”
from the time he got upon his feet till he
sat down—the country was bankrupt;
capital was drifting out of the State; every-
thing was wrong! We go down to the

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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Valley, and we find Barnes’s Emporium; we
go to South Brisbane, and we find Barnes’s
Flour Mill!

The Hoye Sccrerary: Ile is shifting from
the country to the city—to the consumer.

My, CARTER: The hon. member is one
of those exploiters of the people about whom
he professes to be so warm-hearted. Tdke
many other members on that side of the
House, the hon. member has always been an
exploiter of the primary producers of this
State whilst professing to have their interests
at heart, and I suppose that if he expressed
his inmost thoughts we would find that he
had only the same interest for these people
that a flea has for the dog upon which he
lives. The hon. member has been a Jere-
miah from start to finish. I have never
heard him make a speech in this llouse but
that it was ‘ Poor Quecensland.”” But I
have noticed continual progress by ‘¢ Poor
Quecnsland,” and during the last eight wcars
the most marked progress that the State has
ever made,

Mr. EpwarDs: So it should.

Mr. CARTER: And it has. Hon. mem-
bers have told,us that everything is wrong.
The people outside know that eversthing is
right, and that they are wrong. The hon.
member for Oxley went out of his way to tell
us that they might have won the clection if
they had had an objective. They did not
dare to put their objective before the people.
If they were to tell the people that they
were going to come into this Ilouse to
strengthen the position of those who fatten
and batten on the backs of the industrialists
and the primary producers, the stupidest of
the workers who vote for them would be
gulled no longer. They would not only not
be sitting on the Opposition benches, they
would not even he sitting in this Chamber.
M impression of hon. members opposite is
that they do not put their platform or their
objective before the people because they pro-
fess to be in love with the objective and the
platform of the Labour party. They say,
“We arc really as good as Labour.’” -They
are—on the platform, but not inside this
House.

Mr. EDWARDS:
them in 1921

Mr. CARTER.: Opposed the Opposition—
of course, he did.

Mr. EDWARDS :
tive.

Mr. CARTER: Our objective is one of
those magnificent things that we hope to
drift towards continually and rapidly. One
cannot expect to carry out all of it at once;
it is a goal towards which the peonle desirve
to progress. Thev are going towards it,
and as cvidence of the fact, one has only
to examine the marrmﬁcont achievements,
administrative and ]omdqhve of this Go-
vernment during the last eight years. Tvery-
one who stops to think knows that in 1920
hon. members opposite realised. beeruse of
the magnificent efforts by the present Govern-
ment tn assist the primary producers, that
the primarv producers were heing drawn
towards this Government. Realising that,
hon. members opposite proposed to tryv and
snare the votes *of those peonle with a
Country party programme. Money was
obtained from the samc source for the
exploitation of the people to run both those
parties.

Mr. Moore: I would like to know where
our funds came from. (Government launghier.)

But your leader opposed

Opposed the Labour objec:
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Mr. CARTER: I %“row where the hon.
gentleman’s funds came from. How could a
candidate for I’arliament spend £400 on
stamps without somecone assisting him?

Mr. Moore: Who did? Was it the Pre-
mier in sending out his letters to ‘the
electors ?

Mr. CARTER: My opponent did. He is
sufficiently careful of money not to throw
away £400 of his own money. I am satisfied
that someone found the £3,500 that was used
in the attempt to bribe an Lion. member on
this side.

Mr. Moore: I thought the Government
found that money.

Mr. CARTER: The hon member knows
all about it. Hon. members on your left,
Sir, tell this House and the people outside
that they are their friends, and tell them
what ther would have done if they had been
on the Treasury benches. Let us examine
the actions of their confréres in the Common-
wealth Parliament. Dr. Tarle Page—no
doubt, he is quite in accord with Country
party members In this Chamber—the leader
of the Federal Country party, said that he
was going to redress the wrongs of the
countrs people throughout the Common-
wealth; but, as soon as he got back 1o Par-
‘liament, he took second place to Captain
Bruce, who is at the head of the greatest
exploiting section of the Commonwealth.
What did Dr. Earle Page do for the primary
producers?  Let me take one of the most
important industries—not only important as
a primary producing industry. but important
as an industry that is ing in scttling
the most necessary portions of the Common-
wealth. He immediately turned down a pro-
posal that weuld have made that industry
a sccure che.  Our Government, by their con-
tinued legisiation and assistance, have made
that jundustry one worthy of the Common-
wealth; vet we have the Country party
representatives, after all they professed in
Decomber lust, going down to the Common-
wealth  Parliament and joining with the
iriends of the great sugar corporation—the
{olonial Sugar Refining Company—and
assisting to jeopardise the interests of thowe
people in the industry, and assisting to make
their positior insecurc, and probably moving
in the direction of entively destroying the
industry. That was the action of the Federal
Country party members, Our countrs party
friends opposite are their brothers. We find
now that the National party is called the
United party; but outside they are called the
Disunited party. They have also professed a
love for the primary producers, and say that
they are burning with a desire to put them
in a secure position. How many of their
confréres in the Southern States have done
anything to better their position?

Mr. Braxp: Do you say that Queensland
is divided in regard te obtaining a sugar
agreemens ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order !

Mr. CARTER: I say that the Country
party in the Federal House and the National-
1sts in the TFederal House who came from
Quecnsland  and who professed to be in
sympathy with the sugar-growers, ‘have
deceived the sugar-growers.

Mr. That 3s not this side of the
House.

BraND:
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Mr. CARTER : The hon. gentleman belongs
to that scction. He went out of his way to
assist the return of Mr. Corser, M.H.R., in
the Federal House.

Mr. Braxp: Prove 1it.
Mr. CARTER: Of course you did.
Mr. Crayron: Tell us what the Labour

party in the Federal House have done to
sccure a renewal of the sugar agreement.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: Everyone
knows what the Labour party have done.

Mr. CARTER: If the Opposition in this
Chambes did the same as the Nationalists and
the Couutry party in the other States and in
the Commonwealth Parliament have done,
they would never bave lifted a finger to
assist the primary producers. No Bill has
been introduced for some considerable time
that affords the same measure of assistance
and the same possibilities for cbtaining unity
aund security to the primary producers as the
Primary P’roducers’ Organisation Act. Has
any attempt been made to introduce that
mensure in the Southern States?

Mr. Craviox: Tt would never have been
introduced had it not been for the Country
party.

Mr. CARTER: Those two parties in the
other States and the Commnionwealth have
done their best to prevent anything of that
kind being done.

Mr. Epwarps: That was a Country party
measure. )

Mr. CARTER: Then why do the Federal
Country party not do something to bring it
into forece? Why do they not attempt to
legislate in that dircetion?

Mr. Epwarps interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1
hope hon. members will pay vome respech to
my call for or The hon. member for Port
Curtis is a new membor, and he is entitled
to a fair heasing.

HoNoURasLE MEVPERS : hear! and
lauzhter.

Mr. CARTER: I do notr mind the inter-
jections, Mr. Deputy Speaker. The hon.
member for Nanango <dors not disturb me
in any wav., He must make speeches of some
kind, if they are only by way of interjections,
There are Country party clectors who are
not favourably disposed towards the National-
ist =ection of the community, yet we have
Couniry party representatives being returned
by the votes of thoze people, and immediately
carrying their allegiance in this Ilouse to
that scction of the community who, in their
business affairs, are hostile to the primary
producers.

My, Epwarps:

Hear,

That 1s not true.

Mr. CARTER: It is quite true, and the
hon. member knows it perfectly well. I do
not thinlk thar there is a hair’s width of
differeuce between the policy of the so-called
United party and the policy of the Country
party. Indecd, they are never tired of tell-
ing us that there is no difference. 1 believe
the hon. member for Oxley has always con-
tended that there is absolutcly no difference.
Ile shifted from oune party to another because
there was no difference.

Mr. Crayrox: You might have him oves
there yet.

Mr. Carter.]
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Mr. CARTER: I do not think so. We do
not want him. We only want men on whom
we can rely entirely. 'This party is not an
aggregation of party misfits and political
derelicts. The party on this side conrists of
men who are tried and trusted—men who
have been Labour from the time the Labour
movement started. The Opposition is @
refuge for varty misfits Anyone who likes
to betray the peeple in Parliament can go
across to thut side and find a refuge. The
hon. member for Oxley spcke about the
dignity that should be obscrved in Parlia-
ment. It was like Satan reproving sin.
Attached to dignity are consistency and
honesty of purpose. When we find the hon.
member shifting from one party to another
and constantly white-anting one party after
another, what dignity 15 there in that? The
ouly dignity that he understands is such as
the dignity assumed by ** King Billy 7 when
he puts on a brass plate. (Laughter.)

An OerosTrioN MEsBER: Your electorate
had to be stuffed to ensure vour return.

Mr, CARTER: That is a statement that
1 desire to deal with, Let me give the hon.
gentleman a few figures. In 1920 my oppo-
nent was returned with a mujority of about
200. When that seat was cut up, I dare say
my opponent was very vleased, for there was
added to Port Curtis a poriion of Musgrave,
which had given a majority to Mr. Cattermull
of nearly 4560 over his opponent, Mr. Armfield,
making «n apparent majority for my late
opponent of 660. On the railway line there
were 500 votes recorded, 20 of which went to
my opponent. That is 5o say, 480 were given
by the electors there to me. My opponent
was beaten by 560 votes. Because of the
attitude of hon. members on that side of the
House and the close association of my oppo-
nent with hon. members on that side, many
of the clectors who had supported him pre-
viously reslised they had made a mistake.
They had also begun to realise that this was
the only Gevernment that could redress their
wrongs and improve thicir conditions. The
result was thai they changed their allegiance
again and came back to me.

Mr. Epwarps: If he had stuck to the
Country party you would not be here.

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for
Nunango sits in a Tory stronghold. 1t does
not follow that he represent: the primary
producer. We krow that the electorate won
by the hon. member for Kennedy was also
a Tory stroughold. I am satisfied that hon.
members on thai side know perfectly well
that the allcgiance of the primary producer
is'coming over to this side of the House. The
primary producers are becoming wise to the
position, and to the statements on the platform
and in the Press of members on the Opposi-
tion side of the Chamber, and are cha 'ging
their allegiance. I did not nced the agsistance,
as I have shown, of those splendid workers
on the Many Peaks Railway line. T would
have got in without their assistance, though
I am very proud to have had it. because they
are all honest working people. Judgivg
from the remarks that fell from the hon.
member for Oxicy in regard to these people,
one would naturaily not have been surprised,
if they kad been returned to the Treasury
benches, to find that they would have made
it very difficult for those men to get on the
electoral roll. He said it was a disgrace
for those men to go there.

The SecrETArY. For PusLic Works: They
would cut them out of a vote altogether.

[(Mr. Carter.
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Mr. CARTER: Of course they would.
They would no doubt have restored the resi-
dential qualification of the old Ilectoral Act
before they could become electors.

Mr. FerRICKS : Worse than that,

Mr. CARTER : The hon. member for Oxley
said that it was lacking dignity for that body
of strong workers being In ihe electorate;
but, whether that body of electors had been
working there or not, I would still have been
returned, because, as I have said, the people
were desirous of showing their disapproval
of the policy of my opponent.

Mr. Ferricks: The residents of the dis-
triet could also vote at the polling-booths on
those construction works,

Mr. CARTER : Yes; many people in that
district could hoave voted there and must
have voted there to bring the number of
votes polled there up to 500.

Mr. Epwarps: Didn’t you encourage M.
Murray to come out in order to improve
vour chances?

Mr. CARTER : That is another misstate-
ment. Iere is a man, uniike the hon.
member for Nanango, who enlisted, went to
the war, and on his return settled urder the
Soldiers’ Settlement Act at Ubobo.

Mr. Epwarps: I have served my country,
and, if you have ever served it as well, you
wiil do.

Mr. CARTER: Mr. Murray was one of
those who left his wife and children to get
along as best they could on a soldier’s pay,
as many other brave people did, and fought
in the war. After he took up a soldier’s
selection at Ubebo he became disgusted with
the tactics of the ex-member who sat oppo-
site and came out against him, much the
same as Mr. Gorrie camec out in opposition
to Mr. Higgs in the Federal election in
Capricornia. He took up quite a fair atti-
tude. I will say for Mr. Murray that he was
a clean, straight serapper.

Mr. Epwarps: Why all those tears?

Mr. CARTER : There are no tears; I am
simply telling the hon. member some home

truths.  Mr. Murray came out of his own
volition, or was brought out by his own
party, who were dissatisfled with the then
member.

Mr. Epwarps : What about Mr. Fletcher ?
Didn’t he fight straight?

Mr. CARTER : If the hon. member fought
no cleaner than Mr. Fletcher, he has not
much to be proud of.

I want to speak in reference to the primary
producers. An effort is being made by the
present Government, who have ever been
svmpathetic to that body, to put them in &
strong, satisfactory, and united pesition.

Mr. BRaxD:
programme.

Mr. CARTER: An Act has becen brought
in and is now in operation, and it is moving
fast in that direction and is doing its work
effectively. It is not before it was time,
because we find amongst the primary pro-
ducers an entire lack of co-ordination, Only
the other day we had the spectacle of a
member on the cther side of the House decry-
ing another primary industry. He spoke of
the sugar industry as a * pampered indus-
try.”” It is time that the primary producers

That is the Country party
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realised that their interests are wrapped up
in every product of the land, whether it be
dairy produce, meat, or sugar.

Mr. Moogre: Were not cattle seized by this
Gevernment ?

Mr. CARTER: The hon. moember for
Aubigny can say that if he likes. I say that
co-ordination on the part of the primary
producer is as nceessary as co-operation.
Only by the Ccuncil of Agriculture, where
they get every section to come into one
council, can we hope to get that sympathetic
co-ordination that is necessary for the better-
ment of the industry. Not until those engaged
in the cattle, the sugar, or the dairying indus-
try realise that it is as linportant to protect
the other primary industries as to protect
their own, and all cé-ordinate with that end
in view, can they hope for any upliftment
in primary production. That is what the
Government are aiming at in their legislation,
by getting some common-secnse method for
them to help themselves. During the early
part of their administration in 1815, 1916,
and 1917, there was a continual howl from the
cattle people against the Government. Why?
Because the Government stepped in and
saved them from the machinations of the
meat exploiter.

Mr. MooRE: By seizing their cattle.

Mr. CARTER - I have no doubt that, had
the Government left the cattle people to the
mercy of the meatworks, they would have
got the big prices for meat overseas, and the
cattlemen would have had to take what they
gave them. These people were entirely at
the mercy of the meatworks. There was a
howl against the Government assisting them
cn that occasion and making their position
secure, and now there is a howl for the Go-
vernment to come in and assist them. Noth-
ing will satisfy them. It is like the man
who came home shortly after he got married,
found his wife ¢ilting up, and beat her for
sitting up. The next night he beat her again
because he came home and found her in bed.
As he said, he intended to beat her, anyhow.
That is the position of hon. members on the
other side of the House, They said that they
would have brought in most of the measures
that we have brought in; and, had it hap-
pened that by some misfortune they had been
returned to the Treasury benches, there is
not one measurs that has been enacted by
this Government which they would have dared
to take off the statute-book. They say ‘hat
they would have brought in the sugar legis-
lation, the Primary Producers’ Organisation
Bill, and every measure tending to the
amelioration and betterment of the conditions
of the primary producer; -yer they say we
are all along driving the people out of the
country, and the hon. member for Warwick
has just said we are drifting, drifting,
drifting down. Everrthing, he says, is going
down. One can only expect one end from
what he tells us, and yet we find him invest-
ing all his money in Queensland. and we
find a big squatter selling out a big profitable
property and investing in real estate in
Brisbane, and buildings going up everywhere.
There is no State in Australia where thkere
is so much building activity as in Queensland
at the present time. Yet hon. members tell
us things are going to the dogs.

We have heard a great deal from hon.
members on the other side of the House
about the size of holdings that settlers should
have. 1 am satisfied, so far as grazing arcas
are concerned, that they should be of con-
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siderable exteni, and that a man running
sheep should have at least 2,000 to 3,000 sheep
and sufficient country to carry that number.
But when it comes to agriculture
[530 pm.J I am satisfied there are many
cases where men are holding
too large an area. They should take up
smaller areas and would get letter results.
I am going to read some remarks from the
*“ Courier.” The other day I picked up a
capy dated 13th July last, and it speaks. of
a “droughtless land known as Port Curtis.”
It does not set out to deal with small hold-
ings straight away, but points out what may
be done on them—how livings may be earnacd
on the land. Now we are constantly told
that the farmer is in bad circumstancss,
and that these should be remedied; about
the income tax, and how it affects the
primary producer. The hon. member for
Warwick dwelt on this point.
. Mr. Morean: There are hundreds of them
in a bad way now.
Mr. CARTER : The “Courier” says—

“An instance was given of how six
years ago two local lads had taken up
10 acres at Benaraby, on the Boyne River,
for which they had to pay £1 per acre.”

That, I assume, is rent—

“They worked assiduously and during
the last three years had been able to
average from £400 to £600 per year.
Last vear they were successful in secur-
ing large crops of potatoes. when their
returns were from £800 to £1,000. Two
crops of potatoes could be grown in one
vear. 'They have also planted lucerne
and fodder for dairy stock, and marketed
cotton and bananas, and are now ventur-
ing on citrus growing. Men who worked
for these two young farmers made £1 per
day digging potatoes.”

Then we are told nothing may be made on
the land. I have another quotation here—

“An Bnglishman of progressive ideas
had undertaken dairying, even to pur-
chasing good stock. = After being in a
fair way of progress he died, but his
widow, carrying on on the same good
lines, was now in a good position.”

We are told that these people cannot possibly
live without immense areas. My own, experI-
ence is that many men get excellent agri-
cultural land in too large areas, and that,
if they had smaller areas, they could make
excellent livings.

Mr. BraxD: What area do you suggest ?

Mr. CARTER: About 50 or 60 acres of
good arable land would do remarkably w<ll.

Mr. BraND: Growing what?

At 5.35 p.m.,

The SPEsXER resumed the chair,

Mr. CARTER : Anything that it is profit-
able to grow. Of course, if he tried to grow
walnuts,” he might have some difficulty, L
want now to say a word or two about the
cotton industry. This has been a great boon:
to the State of Queensland, and but for this
Government, I have no doubt that that
industry would never have been fostered as
it has been. '

Mr. Bravp: You are only surmising that,

Mr. CARTER : I have lived in Queensland
for a number of years, and as long as T
remember the Tory Press has ridiculed the
growing of cotton, saying that it was neces.
sary to have black labour to pick it. The
present Government have fostered it withs

Mr. Carter. |
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success. Great credit is due to that good old
cetton pioneer, Daniel Jones, who had been
working for thirty years ondeavouung to
get the farmers of Queensland to take up
cotton growing.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CARTER: But for the progressive
and sound ideas of this Government, people
would not have been growing cotton in this
Siate to-day.

Mr. MaXWELL: They wer2 cight years in
office before they thought of it.

Mr. CARTER: I would like to quote a
letter to show how useful the cotton industry
has been to small farmers. This is from a
grower in the Mount Larcom district. T
have similar letters from many farmers in
my district pointing out what an immense
advantage cotton has been to them. He
says—

“By jovel! Mr. Carter, this cotton
has put a lot of these small farmers on
their financial feet. Hickson has nothing
on cotton for curing finzncially crippled
cockies.”

The schemc is a sound one. One has only
to go round the cotton areas to sce the
arsount that has been spent n cotton gin-
neries, and to anticipate what will be apcnt
later on vil mills.  Practical people are san-
gaine that cotton can be safisfactorily grown
i Queensland, I believe—I do not set
myself up as an expert—that we should give
ratoon cotton a trial. It hasx its uses so far
as Queensland is concerned.  Where our
scrub  areas are planted with cotton they
cannot easily be ploughed out, and there a
sccond-vear crop would bo available.

There is much ineptitude in regard to the
cultivation of cotton. T.ike every other pro-
duet, it requires good cultivation. The Iand
cennot be too well tilled. I have often
suggested to the people in my district that
it would be better to plant 5 acros of well-
tilled land than to plant 10 acres indiffer-
ently tilled. People in my district arc cry-
ing ‘out for larger areas of fertile land. I
saw one man who had 4 acres of poorly
cared for land from which, despite the fact
that it was mixed with grass. he had
an excellent crop. He conld not keep 4
acres clean, yet he wanted a larger area.
He is on the same footing as hon. membms
on the other side of this Chamber who want
more than they can handle.

I would like to say a word about timber
values and rovalties. A great deal has been
said on the other side of the House, parti-
Chlar !y by the hon. members for Normanby
and Cooroora, with regard to timber royal-
ties. The hon. member for Normanby went
so far as to say that loy‘utlos went up to
Z0s. per 100 fr‘e‘( and the, hon. member for
fluorcora put it at 16s. 6d. TLet us get to
facis with regard to that. I find that the
average voyaltics—that is the royaltics on
all timbers from hardwoods down to cabinet
timbers, cedar, maple, silky oak, and other
timbers—were—

1914
1815
1916
1917

918
1919
1920

icso-al

1921
1922

Mr. BranD: Is that per average 100 feet?
[Mr. Carter.
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Ar. CARTER: Yes, an average on all
timber; yet we are fold—pwrtlcularly by the
hon, member for Normanby, who should
krow better, because he was a builder—that
the royalties were the cause of the excessive
cost of building.

Mr. BoorE: So they are.

Mr. CARTER: ¢ 8o they are”! That is
an evidence of what the hon. gentleman
knows about most things. The ordinary
worker’s dwelling of five rooms would con-
tain about 6,400 feet of timber, equal to
about 8,000 feet in the log. The cost of
royalty on such a building would be £20,
and the cost of the timber would be £168.
Then hon. members opposite want to quote
the royalty on cedar and apply it to the
royalty on all timber.

Mr. MooRE: We quoted the royalty on
pine.

Mr. CARTER : The royalty on pine does
not average 10s. per 100. In my district
pine is brought into one sawmill for a con-
siderable distance, and it costs 13s. or 14s. per
100 superficial fcet to cut and haul, and it is
sold at the mill for 19=, per 100 superficial
fect. Then we are told that the royalty on
timber is a great factor in the cost of houses.
A log containing 1,000 feet would cost the
mill about £9 10s., and out of those 1,000
feet the mill would cut 800 superficial feet
of timber, which would be worth, on an
average, £2 15s. per 100 superficial feet, so
that for a log brought into the mill costing
£9 10s. the miller would get £22. Yet we
are told that the royalty is a great factor
in the cost of buildings! Ifon. members on
the  other side should be honest. If they
dosive to  criticise this Government, thew
should be honest in their ecriticisms and not
allow the mean carping spirit that was
cngendered by their defeat to be brought
into this Chamber to try and deceive the
people.  The leader of the Opposition knows
these figures are correct, and he has not
challenged them in any wayv. How can he
rely with any safety on hon. members on
his side who get up and talk about a royalty
of 30s. and a rovalty of 16s. 6d. a hundred?

Mr. MooRE: Pine was sold at 17s.

Mr. CARTER : T know that some timber in
the Toowoomba district, close to a railway,
the upset price of which was 10s. per 100
ab the stump, was put up to auction, and the
tirnber merchant raised the price to 13s. 3d.
per 100. That is quite true, but it was
the competition amongst these people that
increased the price. What would hon. mem-
bers  suggest? That we should give the
timber to the millers? Would that make
any difference in their charges? We know
perfectly well that, if the 1)1111015 got their
timber for nothing, they would send it South,
where thoy would get a better price, rather
than sell it here, and we would have a
dearth of timber. Hon. members opposite
would starve the people of their product in
order to scll it somewhere else at a higher
profit. If we forgo the royalty on our tim-
bers and hand them to the sawmillers for
nothing, the merchants themselves are the
very people who would be the first to send
the timber South. As a matter of fact, hon.
members opposite know perfectly well that
the Forestry Department is doing its best
to conserve timber and to bring about re-
afforestation and to keep our vast buf
diminishing valuable product from going out
altogether.
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I would like to say a word or two about
my own district. I notice by the programnme
of this Government and by their legislation
and administration In the past they arc
making an endeavour to establish a great
national undertaking in Gladstone, which
has been neglected in the past by the sup-
porters of the pcople on the other side of
this House. During the time ther were on
the  Government benches they  created
arlificial ports instead of constructing rail-
ways, such as an estension of the Many
Teaks line, which would have connected a
valuable agricultural area like the Upper
Burnett with a beautiful port like Port
Curtis, with cnly 100 miles of railway line.
That extension was consistently blocked
because it would not suit the merchants here
who weve in charge of the Treasury benches,
because they had interests in Brisbane, Rock-
hampton, and somewherc else, and wauted
to carry these people. or their produce,

cither down to Drisbane or up to Rock-
hampton. They allowed & magnificent area

of agriculiural country like the Upper
Burnett to be used for grazing cattle and
returning to the Government a revenue of
id. per acre per annum, although the soil
is amongst the best in the Commonwealth.
That land will grow cotton. There are areas
there upon which a man on 50 acres could
make an excellent living. I do not sayv the
bloeks right through should be cut up into
50 acres, but the very rich agricultural land
thould bhe cut up into swmall arcas, and on

those areas a good living can be made.
The Government, in their wisdo have

d this great national undertaking by
advancing the interests of the port of Glad-
stone.  We have been sucdessful in obtaining
sums of moner to build jerties and other
harbour improvements that will make this
port an asset to the Commonwealth.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. maom-
ber has covhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I have no
intention of following on the line: adopted
by the hon. member for PPort Curtis, becau
on both sides of the Iouse, on one subject
at any rate, there is perfect unanimity. 1
vefer particnlarly to the question that the
hon. member discussed ai the opening of his
speech—the sugar indusiry. Irrespective of
what the political opinions are of wmen
oecupying the Opposition benches, it can bo
caid that members on the Opposition benches
stand just as much for Queensland as the
members on the othor side of the House. I
realise that it is absolutely cssential in a
matter of such great concern to the advance.
ment of this State that politics should be
buried altogether, with a view to trying
to convert some of the individuxis in
the South as to the rights of this State of
Queensland so far as that industry iz con-
cerned.  While we find that the whole of the
blame ssems to be thrown on members who
aic branded with the TUnited brand or
the Country party brand, I would like to
say to my friends on the other side of the
House that, while they may be loyal to the
State of Queensland, 1t is a very great pity
that they cannot convert some of the men
belonging to the Labour movement with
which they arc affiliated—the Australian
Labour movement—to their views. I am not
going to sit in this House and allow the
Government to say that the whole of the

1923—1,
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blame attaches to the supporters of the
Commonwealth Government.

Mr. Cornins: D¥d you not support Colonel
Cameron for Brishane? Of course you did.

Mr. MAXWELL: Yes, and I supported a
good man. A meeting was held in Mel-
bourne, under the auspices of the Australian
Labour party, on 1st September last year, to
protest against the failure of the Federal
Government to reducc the price of sugar.
At that meeting Mr. Charlton, leader of the
Federal Labour party, said the consumers
were paying £70.000 more for their sugar
than they should do. :

Mr. PrssE: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. MAXWELL: I venture to say that
the leader of the Federal Australian Labour
party knows a great deal more of what ke is
talking about than the hon. member for
Herbert. That is what Mr. Charlton said,
and I will repeat it—

“The consumers were paying £70,000
a week more for their sugar than they
should be if they had decontrol of
sugar.”’
I have no intention of referring to what my
friends on this side have already quoted.
There was a 1ecting called in Melbourne
on 9thr July last year, under the auspices of
the Housewives’ Association, of which Mys.
Glencross was president.
Mr. Dasn: She is a Nationalist.

My, MAXWHELL: 1f the hon, member says
50, I must believe it, There are some things
tnat one must accept in Parliament that they
vould not accept outside, and I accet that.
It will be remembered that Mr. Higgs was
put out of the meeting because he bad the
tanerity to advocate the claims of the sugax-
growers of Queensiand.

A GoverxMENT MEMBER: Ile was a rat.

Mr., MAXWELL: If a man changed his
opinions, and supported the pariv which the
kon. member follows, he would not be a rat
~=he would be a convert to the party, and
would have seen the 1 want to give
this extract from the Melbourne ro ? of
10th July, 1922—

“Mr. Scullin, JLIL.R., protested
against the scandal of charging 6d. per
b, for sugar. There were two things
that stood out plainly-—one was that the
price should come down: and the other
that the pernicious agreement now in
operation should cease. It placated all
the interests in the industry regardle
of the consumers.”

o+

)

Mr. Scullin is a member of the House of *
Representatives, and a Labour man. While
I give credit to hon. members opposite for
their efforts to support the sugar industry,
the hon. member for Port Curtis refuses to
ive the same credit to hon. members on this

The PrEMIER : Why attack a new member?
(Laughter.)

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Port Curtis said he was an old bird: he. is
not @ new memhber—he has been here beiore.
I want to show that, while hon. members
opposite are sincerc in their attitude to the
sugar incdustry, the men with whom they are
associated down south are not sincere, and
will not allow them to be sincere. Those

My, Maxwell.l
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people down south are responsible to their
electors just the same as hon. members oppo-
gite are responsible to theirs.

Mr, Cortixs: Tell us what the Employers’
Federation said.

Mr. MAXWELL: I will tell you what our
State Government said, as recorded on page
67 of the book entitled ““ Socialism at Work.”

Mr. Das: Read the minutes of the mect-
ing that sent the delegation home. (Govern-
ment laughter.)

Mr MAXWELL: It is all very well for
hon. members opposite to mention that, but
that cry has worked out. There are other
things which are more pertinent, but hon.

members  oppesite do  not  like chickens
coming home to roost. This is one of the

chickens that bas come home to roost. It is
stated in *° Socialism at Work,” page 67—
“The Government has liberated the
indus and protected the whole of the
consumers of Australia from being foreed
to pay famine prices for their sugar =t
the time when sugar was reasonably
plentiful

I can afford to be generous to these gentlie-
men. I do mot mind if hon. members talk
about the Employers’ Federation from now
to the crack of doom—

“Tt iz true that growers are now
receiving below the world’s parity for
their product, but for very many years
the Federal Government had sccurad for
them much above the world’s pavity. The
growers cannot cxpect to benefit from
protection both ways. Wver since federa-
tien the people have been paying through
the nose for the sugar industry. The
people are now getting some cash return
back for their money.”

That was what the Labour Goverament said
in ¢ Socialism at Work.” I mention that to
let hon. members opposite know that there
are individuals in the South who sit under
the same banner as they do. I believe that,
if thoss men associated with the party oppo-
site in the South joined with them, they
could force the Federal Government io give
them what they wanted in regard to the
sugar industry.  Let hon. members opposite
link up with these men down south in the
interests of Queensland and prove their sin-
cerity in the matter. It scems to me that
the people down south are mercly indulging
in political prepaganda. It was stated in
Victoria the other day that it will not be
long before we have another Federal clection,
and this propaganda is good powder and
shot.

Mr. Dasit: What name will you give your
Federal party next time?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will call them a party
of honourable men.

Mr. Corrixs: (Call them a party of shift-
less men, like the hon. member for Albert.

Mr. MAXWELL: It does not matter what
hon. members opposite say in connection with
this party. We stand for the interests of
Queensland better than they do. I want
to remind the hon. member that there
were Labour men—I will not say they were
better Labour men than the hon. member is.
but they were equally as good Labour men
as he is—Thomas Glassey, William Kidston,
George Jackson, Peter Airey, and other men,
who got out of the Labour party. Why they
left the party was best known to themselves.

[Mr. Mazwell.
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T listened with a great amount of pieasure
to the intellectual specch which the hon.
member for Kennedy made, and I prophesy
that it will not be very long bofore he will
cut the painter. (Laughter.) The Premier
made a speech which I think must be some-
what similar to the speech he made when
wooing the suffrages of the pri 'y pro-
ducers. I experienced the privilege of
listening to the Premier make a speech like
that when I first came into the House in
1920, and I thought there was a lot in what
he said, and that a great amount of it was
true.  Some things thst he said were true,
but I have s recollection of the hon. gentle-
man impressing upon us %% voung meoembers
the desirability of linking up with each other
for the welfare of Queensland irrespective
of party, and he led us to believe that he
desired our essistance: but only a couple of
days afterwards he put the axe inte us. He
told us last night of the sins of omission of
hon. members on this side of the House.
I adhere to any statements which I made
during the election campaign, and I will
bring forward documentary proof to show
mv statements were Justified. Tt was
stated by the Premier that the language
nsed by our leaders and members during
tho campaign kad a tendeney to lower the
prestige of hon. members on thiz side, but I
am net soing to hon, members opposite lu set
a testimonial with regard to our prestige Al
any rate, I was perfectly satizfied with the
attitude taken up be hon. members on ihis
side during the election campaign. I have
no intention of holding a post-mortem on the
last eleetion.  Personally, T have my own
belicfs as to the reasons for the non-success of
cur nartv.

[7p-m.}

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
were they?
Mr. MAXWELL: We were defeated

beeause the Government won fourteen more
soats than we did, and I think it is a
shame that the Governor’s Speech does not
contain a complimentary reierence to the
services rendered by the Redistribution Com-
ruission. 1 had no intention of doing what
I now propose to do. but, seeing that the
Premier bas assumed the role of candid
friend and quoted some of the literature
which he says was used by our organisations,
I think it only right to give back a veply
in kind and quote some of the literature
circulated by the party which fought under
nis banner. I have practically all their
literature here, and T find that this is the
cluss of comment that was made by men on
the other side—

“As a parliamentary party, the present
Oppocition has sunk so low that it
hardly deserves a future, and its future
will be ‘mud.””’

Then again, the Premier, in referring to the
present leader of the Opposition, described
him as—

““The mildest mannered man that ever
cut a throat.”

The Premier, in making quctations last
right, said that our party were responsible
for what hiad been done by their organisa-
tions, and I now return the compliment,
and say that the Government are responsible
for what their organisations did. Then, in
another piece of their literature, they
described the Opposition as—

“0Old fools who maunder and drivel
against the Labour party, and who are
incapable of anything else.”
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Again, they said—

I !

Country party is led by a city
sohcltm The Nationalist party is led
by a preduce merchant.”

In this conbection what did the hon. member
for Ipswich say about some middlemen? Of
course he was in congenial company, but
I believe he was honest in what he said. It
was at a dinner given at Ipswich to the
Nambour Chamber of Tommerce, at which
he supported a toast and is reported to have
said—

“He paid a tribute to the early busi-
ness men.  The lirm of Cribb and Foote
had bteen the means of placing more
people on the laud by its assistance to
them than the Government of the day.”

There the hon. member at any rate pointed
out thuat tizese middlemen came to the rescue

of the man on the fand and gave him great
assistance. Here i1s another clection state-
ment—

“1f vou vote the Nationalist (United

party) crowd and the profiteer pro‘,vction
union candidates into the control of you
State’s  Adiuin tlon, o will  soon
become  the heav ¢ workers  in
Australia,”

One man said, ““Of course, this is only
politics, and you have to take it as it is
sritten.””  Las=t night the Premier attributed

0 Us mnt o3 that he considercd to be hitting
below the belt.

Mr. Cartir: So they were

Mr. MAXWELL: I would not go to the
hon. member for Port Curtis to ask what was
below the helt.

Mr., CARTER:
truth.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member
been hitting below the belt all night.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
always crying “ Stinking fish.”

Alr. MAXWIELL:
hon,

Because you would get the

has
You are

I am, according {o the

gentleman, who belicves in production
for use aud nst for profit.  The pamphlet
I am quoting from u-es these epithets—

¢ The luro of the liar or the art of
docopﬁon ¢ News is deliborately faked.’

‘ The glugs of gloom.” ¢ Mournful jere-
miads of the money bags” ‘ Stinking fish
propagandists.’ ‘The mugwumps of
matiimon.”

The SECRETARY TOR PuUBLic LANDS:
said that?

Mr, MAXWELL: It is ¢ authorised” by
Mr. Lewis MeDonald. Hon, members oppo-
site want us to father what came from our
organisation. Let them father whal comes
from theirs,

The SecrErsrRy FOrR PuBLic Lixps:
manifesto was signed hy

Who

Your
‘“Charles Taylor”

and “ W. J. Vowles.”
Mr. MAXWELL: The pamphlet con-
tinues—

““Low wages, the slogan of the
sweater.” ¢ Capitalism launches the cam-
paign,” ‘Capitalists’ immediate objec-
tive, wage reduction.” ”’

Mr. KiRwaN: You know that is so.
Mr. MAXWELL : On the question of the

reduction of the basic wage I want to quote

[19 Jovry.)
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the official report of the tenth annual dele-
gate mecting of the Australian Werkers’
Union (Queensland branch). Ou page 16. at
Noorama wool shed, Mr. Martens moved this
resolution —

“ That this meeting, realising the recac-
tionary attitnde manifested by the State
Labour Government in a])proach]no the
State Arbitration Court for a reduction
of State employees’ wages is contradic-
tory of the hest interests of the working

class, does emphatically condemn 1
action, and insists that the Avstralian
Workers’” Union exocutive, State and

ceatral, take such im nediate action as is
necessary ih preventing a recurrence of
same.”’

The
jected.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon
pretty game. Now hon. members opposite
were not very game at the IKmu Park
Conventicn.  There is no use hon. members
opposite tw1<tmw here. Was it not a fact
that at the hmu Park Convention the
Premier’s resignation was laid on the table
and they altered their decision? (Govern-
ment laughter.)

A GovirnMexnT MEMBER :

Mr. MAXWELL: It
convention, too. My,

SECRETARY FOR P’UBLIc LAxDs inter-

gentleman is

It is all talk

was all talk at the
Martens continues—

““ The State Government had made the
famest excuse made by anybody in going
to the court for the reduction. Its action
was one of the chief factors in the defeat
of the Labonr eandidates at the recent
clections. It may be said that those
whose wages were reduced had not done
much for the Government. This cannot
be said, though, of the construction
workers, who had stuck to the Govern-
ment right through. The reduction was
miserable and paltry, and those who had
asked for the reduction would not like to:
live on the reduced wage. The argument
used by the Government that the court
was there, and as the Jargest emplover
of labour it was going to it, was the
eame o3 used by the capitalist.”

This is the part that hurts—

‘““ That was the view Mr. Edkins
adopted when he took their secretary to
court over the wages in the pastoral and
shearing industry.”

These ave the gentlemen who say that we
were going to reduce wages! They were
the men who were going to increase the
wages of the workers. What does the hon.
member for Maryborough say in counection
with the treatment meted out to the workers
there? What do the employees of the State
Insurance Department say to the action of
the Government in deflating a number of
emplovess in that department?

The SEcreTARY rFOR PUBLIC LaNDs: What
have they got to say?
Mr. MAXWELL: They have to say

nothing; they take their grucl and say, “I
wish to God the election was next week.”
This is some more of the statement made
by the Secrotary for Agriculture in suppert-
ing the candidature of Mr. George Farrell
at Rockhampton— )
“ He went on to point out that there
were no half-measures. It was either

Myr. Maxwell.]
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the Labour Party, with which they may
not altogether agree in everything, or
the anti-Labour Party with its profiteers,
sinms, hungry children, and enslavement
of the workers.”

The Sceretary for Agriculture is intelligent
enough to know that this is only a smoke
screen and camouflage.  He knew that the
only object was to bulldoze a number of
people in Rockhampton aud throughout the
length and breadth of Queensland.
The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC WORKS:
did your party do in Rockhampton?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will leave that for
the bon. gentleman to say; but I challenge
him to =ay that this party did anything but
advocate the claims and needs of the country.

Mr. Bruce: What did some of
resign from the committee for?

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Kennedy has the same privilege as I have;
he had better go there and ask them. The
Premier, in his speech last night, referred to
2 comment appearing in the ** Daily Mail.”
The ¢ Daily Mail” opened its columns tc
ihe Premier in order that he might express
his views, and I think that cvery other news-
paper has been generous encugh to open its
eolumns to anybody who wishes to air his
views. [ dare say that even the * Dailv
Standard” weuld do that. T have not the
slighte:t deoubt that this article cmanated
from some wmember sitting on the Govern-
ment benehies. I am noi going to raise any
irouble or dust as to why this party was
defeated. It bchoves every one of us to
support any measure that the Government
mas bring forward which ha. for its cbject
ihe betterment of the people of Queensland
as a whole. We have contracted to carry
h and, if the membess on the cther
of the House ave preparcd to bring
forward weasures THat we call agree with—
as our leader suid the other night—and they

tik brought

What

them

are not like some of the measures
forward at the end of last session, wo will
support them.

The SecrrTaARY For PUsnic Lo : We are
here to carry out our policy, not your policy.

Mr. MAXWERLL:

If the Government are

going to bring in lcgislation that we can .

support, lerislation that is in the best
interests of the commuuity, we will be game
enough to stand up and say we support them.

Mr. BrucE: There will be no Opposition
then.

By, MAXWELL: I wish to rvefer to
another portion of the Speech delivered by
the Premier last night, where he said we
had accused the Government party of being
Bolsheviks and attempting to  Russianise
Quecnsland, and that we went from platform
to platform denouncing the Government in
consequence of their objective. I noticed
when the hon. gentleman was in Meclbourne,
at a gathering that was rightly given and
was due to him by the Labour party there,
the leader of the party in Victoria said that
Mr. Theodore won the election on the red
objective, and he said of course he did. Of
course he did not. ¥e and his party dodged
the red objective all along the line.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: What is
the red objective

An OrpposiTioN MEMBER: Communism.

[Mr. Maxwell.
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Mr. MAXWELL : T will tell you what it is.
Let me quote from the official report of the
ninth Cummonwealth Labour Conference—
that wonderful conference that wax held on
Mcnday, 10th October, 1621. The Premier
attended that conference, and you all know
what he told them. He told the people that
the Lahour party were trying to Russianise
the State. I will quote what he said

“Mr. Theodore declared against the
proposal for the socialisation of industry.
The trouble with the conference was that
quite a number of delegates had their
minds saturated with ideals and dogmas
that did not kelong to Australia. He had
recognised voices he had heard for years.
Mr. Ross was one of those who had been
preaching Communism to Labour for
years and years in Australia. A con-
ference was called under the egis of the
Australian Labour party, and they found
it dominated by these mmen that Labour
never tolerdted. Delegates, enamoured
with the proletariat in Rusaia, and the
sentiments of the T.W.W., had come along
there and translated their ideas into
motions and reeolutions which had found
their pluce on the agenda paper.”’

Bir. Ross was one of those who, according to
ilie ¢ Daily Standard.” told the Premier and
memnbers of the Liabour party that they did
not knosw what the socialisation of industry
I am quoting ex=zetly what the ** Stand-
as quoted. My, Nosz said they must

with th> downfall of capitalism.
The Premicr told us that this man Ross was
tving to Russtarlie Queensland. Who was
My, Ross?. Ide was the man in charge of
the publicity campaign in coniection with the
Labour dailies.

Mr. Bruee: A very able man,

Mr. MAXWELL: He cxpends

energy

PR
there ave a number of hon. members on the
other side of the Ilouss who will do what
their confreres have done and leave the bad
paths that they have followed.

A Goverxuext MeuBer: They would get
into bad comy

Mr. MANWIELL: T am sorry for the com-
pany vou ave in. 1f that is not so, how is
it that you were not game to follow the Red
Objestive, and that the * Standard’” had
to write an article and tell vou that yvou were
not game to fo'low it? When the Premier
was 1 the South he talked the Red Objee-
tive. Ile said their objective was only some-
thing to aim for step by step, to be achieved
in one year, two ycars, five ycavs, or perhaps
fifty years; it rested with the workers.
Exception was taken to it because it was raid
to be & revolutionary meovement.

»

Tyv.

1 do want to give the Secretary for Public
T.ands credit for having done his hnst to con-
vert them at the convention, but I cannot
uvnderstand why the T'remier and the Secre-
tary for Public Lands swullowed the proceed-
ings of that convention. The only thing I
can attribute their attitude to is that the
delegates told them, *“ You have pot to sub-
scribe to the action of the convention or get
out of the movement.”” Mr. Ross raid. on
page 28 of the report of the Ninth Labour
Cenference—

‘ They were in a revolutionary period.
Things were in {he melting pot and in-
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surrection and war were in every country,
and there would be similar cenditions in
this country to cope with the conditions
here. 'This pian of action was thrown
upen them to defeat the Bolshevik theory
of an Umol rising at the declaration of
1t was not a question of
would be a revolulion,

whether th(
but whether it was to bo a peacelul or

~ bloody revolution, If they wanted to coun-
struct a2 new building for the workers,
here was the material.”

Yet we bhad the lcader of the Government
last night telling us that we went through
the length and breadth of Queensland saying
that they were the Government who were
trying to Russianise Queensland.  Out of
he mouth of the L’Lcmxm himself he must
stand convicted. Senator Gardiner, the leader

of the Labour movemeit in the Senuate, then
said-—

“The Auwstrvalinn objective they had

at the present time was good enough,

and there was no need to go to foreign
eouniries to have an objective framed.”

I have =zot a greater faith in the working
men of Quecnsland than hon. members on
the other side sesm to have. I have this
faith in them, that these men are suffi-
ciently intelligent to frame an objective of

their own without having to go to Moscow
to do it, and without having to send Garden
there.

Mr. Hvyx You have just come back

from a political Mescow.

Mr. MAXWELL: I
back as I have come back with the men
that are here in « minority than get in as
the members on the other side have got in.
There are icen over there who will ruin
the Labour (Government yet. I venture to
prophesy to-night that the time is not far
distant when a number of men on that side
of the House will settle their fate., How is
it possible for the Premier to stand up in
this House and make the statement he did
last night—that they were not going in for
anythmv that would ruin the State of
Queensland—and then be driven subsequently
to do it? The deputy leadex of the Opposi-
tion paid a compliment to the Premicr when
he said the Premier was leading his party.
Wxth all due respect to the hon. member’s
knowledge, I say that the Premier is driven
by the cancus outside. To prove the state-
ment 1 have made that these gentlemen
were dodging the question in connection with
the Red (/bmctue although they told the
people in Melbourne that thcy won on the
Red Objective, T would quote ** Jack Cade,”
who says this in the  Standard” of 10th
November, 1922—

“A cowardly silence on the part of
Labour candidates is hardly less dis-
honest or disastrous to the cause of the
worknars dulmg the present electoral con-
flict than that species of belittling the
fundansental  and revolutionary prin-
ciples of the Labour movement in which

would rather come

some Labourites in their zeal for vote-
snaring too often indulge.”
The SECeETARY FOR PUsLIC Laxps: Who is

“Jack Cade’?

Mr. MAXWELL: I venture to say that
the hon. gentleman knows who he is, and I
venture o say, if hon. members on the other

e are not prepared to carry out the

[19 Jory.]
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instructions given them officially, then there
is only one end. If they are not prepared to
carry out their instructions, then there is
only ruin before them. I wrnember hearing
of men asrociated with the ILW.W., and !
notice these men arc mixed upmand right
in the thick of it—with members of the Labour
party at the present time. We had men
sent to Moscow. What for? 1t makes one
almost ashamed to think that a body of men
who ave Britishers have to go to Russia
for the purpose of trying to ascertain what
kind of icgislation should be cnacted in
Australia. I wish to quote tho following
short extract on socialism from a book
entitled ** The Unsolved Riddle of Social
Justice,” by Stephen Leacock—

“In a population of angclb a socialistic
commeinwealth would work to perfec-
tion. But until we have the angds we
riust keep the commonwealth waiting.

I have alsn another quotation from a work
eniitled, Y What We \Vant and Where Wo
Are; Iacts, Not Phrases,” by W. A. Apple-
ton, the Scer etary of the General }edmatlon
of Trade Unions in Great DBritai Mr.
Appleton, in deuling with the Russmn origin
of the British Labour party, says—

“ Xoscow is to-day the DMecca of the
Compsunist.  Always he turns his eyes
towards this political holy of holies, and
always Teverently accepts the erude
‘obiter dicta’ of the cruel and ill-formed
autocrats who to-day dominate Russia.”

Then he goc

*“ While wll this gathering together of
orderly tol(os is taking place in the home
of the Slav. the Briton is being harried
and buliiod into situations which must
involve him in tragedy more terrible than
that creacted in Russic e is being
urged to sacrifice country to communism ;
to take up the dice the Russian is dis-
carding, and to put to the hazard his
own and ‘his children’s inheritance. Is
he fool enough to do it? Not if he
remembers that communism has neither
the backing of histo«r, the force of logic,
nor the prestige which comes from success-
ful achievement.”

I had not intended

cn—

going further on these

lines, but was drawn off the track by the
Premier. 1 would advise the hon. gentle-
man, before he attempts to clean out the

stable of the Opposition, to clean out the
stable of his own party.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fiteroy): It gives me
much pleasurc to take this opportunity of
saying a few words on the Address in Reply
I congratulate the mover and scconder of the
motion for the adoption of the Address in
Reply to the message of His Excellency the
Governor on being chosen by their con-
stituents to represent them in Parliament,
and I furither congratulate them upon the
manner in which they have spoken.

Before I deal with the subject-matter of
the Address in Reply, I desire to express my
personal sppreciation of the fact that you,
Sir, appear in this Parliament in the robe
and vestments pertaining to your office. I
view with pleasure the restoration of the robe
of offive, though, when a former Speaker
did not wear the robe I withheld my ohjec-
tion. But, as a democrat—as a man who
thinks that the position and honour of Par-
liament undes the British Constitution is

. Mr. Hartley.]
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bevond that of any other country—I am glad
to see you clothed with the robe of office,
which tells me that vou, as Speaker of this
Parliament in the Dominion of the King
overseas, are clothed with the same power
and dignity which clothe the Speaker in
the great House of Commons in the British
Empire, and have the power to protect both
the privileges and persons of the people’s
representatives, which power at times fran-
scends the power of Royalty itself.
Orpositroy MgeMBERS : Ilcar, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: The donning of these
robes speaks to me of the great men of the
past, who made parliamentary representation
what it 13; and I hope that, if a time of stress
should ever come when rou should be called
upon to stand in defence of the people’s
reprosentatives and the reople’s rights, as the
meu in olden times were called, that you may
be elothed with the same power and authority
and dauntless courage, and thar the same
qualifies may be exercised by vou, and by
any other man who may occupy the chair
as Speaker of this Assembly.

OpposiTiox MpeaBErs : Hear,

My, HARTLEY : Let me say that, even
though we have not passed through the stir-
ring times which the men who “made the
history of Parliameut passed through, we
have still with us a former Speaker, whom
we may thank in that he realised the great
power which was vested in him to stand as
the great guardian of the people’s repre-
sentatives In this Chamber. 1 do not sup-
pose it 13 beyond the memory of many of us
that, at a time when sirifc ran high and
feclings were bitter in this city, a band of
soldiers marched to this House and demanded
to see some of the people’s represcentatives,
in order that they might qucstion them as to
thelr attitude on certain subjects; and it
was a Speaker of this House. m the person
.~ of the Hon. W. McCormack. who then stood
as a pows- beyond even that of the Crown,
for he stated that no man could demand to
see . maenber of this 1louse unless that
member wished to see him, and that he would
prevent anyone—soldiers or anyone clse—
attempting to intimidste members of Par-
liament.

GOVERNMENT MpMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: When ther saw him
standwng there, clothed with the powers which
they realised transcended even the powers

of King's armies, they were satis-

[7.30 p.m.] fied that they were wrong and

withdrew. 1 just wish to make
these remarks in exprezsion of my apprecia-
tion in sceing vou, Sir, in the robes of the
Speaker.

A GoverNyMENT MEMBER: They must have
been overawed by the robes.

Mr. HARTLEY : They were over-awed—
not by the robes, but by the power and
authority of which they were che insignia.

With regard to the matter of the election,
I regard the return of this party in the great
numbers in which we sce them as a triumph
of honest adminisrration—mnot faultless admin-
istration, but honest administration—honestly
put before the people, as opposed to the
raisrepresentation and the power of the Press.
I regard it as a triumph of the platform in
explaining to the people what is really taking
place as oppozed to the mental poisoning
which has been going on for the last three

[Mr. Hartley.
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years by a great section of the Press of this
countrr. If hon, members opposite will look
round, they must realise that there can be
rio more abject failure than their campaign,
first in the Press of the last three years, and
latsr in the few weeks preceding 12¢h dMay.
Mr. KuLso: What are the total figures?

Mere. TARTLEY : The hen. member may be
a good accountant; he may be able to prove
easily that there should be ten or fifteen
more men over there than there are. I do
not care 2d. if he can prove that members
opposite had a majority of 580,000 votes. The
main fact iz that under the Constitution of
Queensiand fourteen more men have been
sworn in and are entitled to represent this
party in this Parliament than have been
returned on the other side. It is no good
bethering about splitting hairs and © faking”
figures. This is the voiwce of the people as
expressed under the system and rules of elec-
ticns as we have them to-day. If hon. mem-
Liors opposite can find an honest and better
niothod, let us have it, bnt do not try to stuff
1t down my neci thai any scheme which the
exponents “of their party adopt will reeult
in getting absoluscly fair representation, for
I am quite sure that they would wrest from
tha ordinary worker the right of having any
representation in Parliament at all if they
cauld do so.

1 should like to refer now to what has been
said about the right of men to 1 present the
people in Parliament and about their ability.
1 am reminded of expressions to which the
hou. member for Oxlev gave voice the other
night thal the great majority of the Opposi-
tion were not desirous of occupving the Trea-
sury benches, ¢ In this respeet,” he said,
“ e differ from a great many members of
the Government, who, if they lost their pre-
sent jobs. would never be able to earn one-
fifth of the incomes they now sesk.” I am
not very much concerned about the opinions
of the hon. member for Oxley on that maitter.
The men who have been returned here have
been returned by men who have been associa-
ted with them and who have scen their work
in various uniens, or the Labour movement
generally, and they have been chesen to
occupy these positions becauss those men
think they are qualificd to fill them and carn
their salaries, But let us just examine the
authority who says this—the hon. member for
Oxley. 1 do not know much about his
carcer, but it seems to me that his greatost
successes have been his failures. He pro-
moted the (o-operative Fruitgrowers’ Asso-
ciation, which, after a rather troublesome
passage of some years. during which he
received a very fine salary

Mr. Kerk: ITe tried to help the fruit-
growers, and ycu are trring to help the
farmers to-day and cannot do so.

Mr. HARTLEY : The trouble was that he
was receiving about £1,000 per annum for
promoting the company that subscquently
went into liquidation.

Mr. KrrR: And the farmers are insolvent,
and you cannot help them.

Mr. HARTLEY : He was the promoter of
the Fruitgrowers’ Association—he certainly
promoted it, and they promoted him outside
—and the Fruitgrowers’ Association finally
completed their liquidation a few weeks ago.
His next qualification that I know of was as
manager for the Darra cement works, from
which, after a rather varied and troublesome
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experience with his shareholders, he departed,
and it was nccessary to raise new capital to
gei the thing geing again,

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : Anybody who says thas
I cannot carn my salarv must be a better
authority on the queition than I am. In that
e ition also the Lion. member was a failure.
[ do not accept aw an authority as to whether
I can carn my salary or whether any other
member of this House can carn his, a man
who, as an enlisted man and wbsnoucnth as
& war loan promoter, received a blg remuner-
ation and his parliamentary salm\ as well.

The S8SPRAKER: Order! The hon.
member’s remarks are not relevant to the
question before the House.

Mr. HARTLEY: I simply comment on
these things on account of the insult which
has bean gratuitously thrown at members on
this side. I was surprised at the hon. mnember
tor Warwick making the statement that the
taxation of the Government wus restricting
or discouraging the operations of private
enterprise in Queensland, If the hon, member
will study the -tatistics of the day a little
racre clo be will not again fall into such
an crror. I am sure that he must realise

that, whatever (nsad»antagos there may have
hwn in the pasg, in the last few years the

State has progressed. There ave other factors
to be taken into consideration than the
number of factories in operaiion this year
and the number of factories last wear. If
the hon member will turn up r‘u‘ Queens-
land = ABC B()O( of St‘\thhc-, > he will find
{hat in 1815, when this Governwment came
into power, thare were 1.796 factorizs in
Queensland, whilss in 1921 they had increased
10 1.810. or br only fourteen. The hands
eraployed in tho factories in 1915 numbered
23,382, and 1n 1921 42248, or in other words
1.034 fewer than when this Government took
office.

My, Krwr: Come over here.

My, HARTLEY : The hon. gentleman does
not :ce the significance of those figures. I

daresay when the first factory was put up
before th: steam engine was invented, the
number of hands operating then exceeded

by four or five to one the number of opera-
tives in the same industry to-day. Surely
Lon. members opposite realise that, with the
new procesies of manufacture, increased effi-
cleney in syztems, and up to date machigiery,
the number of operatives will not be the
same.

Mr. G. 7. DBARNES:
other States as well.

Mr. HARTLEY: Yes. In spite of the
fact that there were 1,034 less factory hands
in Quennsland in 1921 than in 1915, there
wa> a yreater value of output in 1631 than
in 1915.

Mr. G. .
the country.

Mr. HARTLE Do not step away from
that. These are thm% the hon. gentleman
+hould face. He should sincerely weigh them
before making any incorrect statements. In
making a comparison of output, we know
(1"&t value plays the most important part. If

o hon. gentleman in his warehouse effected
a 1houmnd sales one week of a certain value,
and then the following week effected two
thousand sales at only half the value, he
would not be doing good business. The same
argument applies in discussing the output of

That applies to the

Barxes: That is all that saved
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factories in Queensland. In 1915, with 1,034
more opcratives, the output was £25,544,000.
Mr. WrnsTANLEY : What does that include?

Mr. HARTLEY: I think it includes
everything that you could call a factory—
from a pothols\ in the ground called a mine
right up io the latest equipped factory—it
irsludes everything at which men can VVOlk
The value of the output from the factories of
Queonsland in 1921 was £40,334,198, or an
oxcess after six years of Labour administra-
tion of £14,789,486. What has the hon.
gentleman to say to that?

Mr. G. P. Barnes: We would have been
insolvent but for that kind of thing.

Br. HARTLEY : Of course we would. If
we had not been producing more, we would
have been insolvent, but under this Govern-
ment, with fewer hf}nd:@ we were able to
pxodu(*e 1 greater value in output, yet it 1s
said that the Governmnent, by their taxation
methods, are crippling pllVatO enterprise.
We sec that there is & considerable excess in
the value of the output between the years
1915 and 1921.

Mr. Epwarps: That was
increased price to the consumer.

Mr., HARTLEY: Nonsense. 1 will now
deal with the wages bill. In 1915, with 1,034
more meu employed, the \\1g0~ bill was
£4.226,000, and in 1921, after six vears of
Labour administration, it was £7,217,000.
That shows that, alihough there were 1054
less emaployees in 1921 in_ the factorics of
Queensland,  ther roceived in wages and
salaries £2 891,000 more. Those figures show
that under six years of Tabour administra-
tion therc was paid nearly £3,000, 000 more
in wages, and there was a glmtol increase
in the value of output than under any
Jarncs-Denham  cosmopolitan  or  ““ mixed
up’”” Govermment. They arc figures that you
cannot get away from

Mr. Kenso: Give us some Victorian figures.

Mr., HARTLEY: I will give the hon.
gentleman sore directly. 1 understand the
hon. gentleman is an accountant and he
should disscet thosze figures snd correct them,
and prove them wrong if be can. He can
read the speeches in ‘ Hansard” which I am
surc will be a good mental excrcise for him.
It will broaden his political outlook.

I will now deal with the questions of
exports and imports in Quecnsland, Neow
South Wales, and Victoria, for the year
1920-21. They arc more :tukmw in compari-
son than the figures relating to “the factories.
I'or the wcar 1926-21 the imports of Quecns-
land amounted to £11,840,000, and the
exports £15,171,000, or an excess of exports
over imports of £3,331,000, or, in other
words, we sent out of the country £3,331,000
more stuff than we bought.

Mr., Xrrr: That was paid in interest on
the public debt in London.

My, HARTLEY: 1t is a good job that
we had it to_pay. That is why the moncy
interests in London are going to lend us
rmore.  They want to chuck money at us
now. That is why they are a bit chary
about lending money to Victoria and New
South Wales. The imports into New South
Wales for the same year amounted to
£72.466,000, and the exports amounted to
£51,714,000. or, in other words, they went
to the bad to the extent of ;820 752,000. In
Victoria tbcv were a good deal worse, The
imports for that year were £56,607,000, while
the exports were only £34,878, 000 showmg

Mr. Hartley.]

because of
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thit they also went to the bad to the extent
of £21,720.000. Those figures indicate that
thev boughi over £21,000,000 more worth of
goods than they were able to produce and
sell. Those figures show a striking example
of the prosperity, and soundness of finance,
trade, and commerce in Queensland in com-
parison with the other States.

Mr. Kerr: Has the hon. member pro-
cured figurcs relating to interstate trade?

Me, HARTLEY: No.

Mr. Krrr: Your argument is unsound.

Mr. Coutrys: The hon. member's simple
mind docs not scem to be able to grasp this
argumeoent.

Mr., HARTLEY: In 1822 the exports in
Quecnsland  excceded  the imports by
£8,621,000, or, in other words, we sold that
amount more of goods than we bought from
out:ide countrics. When you hear these
figures queted, I do not think there will be
any neccsity to send the hon. member for
Oxley hore to assist the Premier with
regard to arrangements for the flotation of
a loan. ,

I want to congratulate the Seceretary for
Agriculture, the Premicr, and the partv
generally for the way in which they have
sucenssiully established the cotton industry
in Queensland. I have heard misleading
statemeonts with regard to this question on
the platiorm and from hon. members in this
Chamber. Any man who is honest and sin-
cerc maust aduiit that the founding of the
cotton industry to-day is no haphazard or
“wild cat” scheme. The industry is past
the experimental stage, and is solidly backed
by a guarantee of the price and the ginning
and marketing of the product. Not by any
wish of Aladdin’s lamp or a wave of the
magic wand has this industry been brought
into Queensiand, and rapidly risen to the
position of the third industry in the State,
and now bids fair to surpass in importance
the sugar industry. There has been some
trouble with regard to the sugar agreeinent,
but all I wish to say is that this country
cannot always subsidise an industry. )

OprositioN MEMBERS: IHear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY : If we have an industry
which cannot pay its way, then we must try
some other industry which will. Possibly in
the cotton industry you have a big adjunct
to the sugar industry in conncction with the
peopling of the far northern portion of this
State.

Mr. Kerr:
ratoon crop?

Mr. IIARTLEY : 1 will tell the hon. mem-
ber what I think of the ratoon crop as I
come to it. I wish now to trace the rise and
growth of this industry. In 1916 the Govern-
ment encouraged the planting and growing of
cotton by offering a guaranteed price of 13d.
per lb.  They ginued and marketed that
cotton, and the grower received 2 7/10d. per
Ib. In 1817 the advance price per lb. was
still 12d., but the grower realised 3id. In
1919 the Government increased their guaran-
tee to 2d. per Ib., and the grower, after the
Government had ginned and marketed the
crop for him, cleared 4d. per lb. It was in
1920 that the grower received a guaranteed
advance *price of 3d. per lb., and actually
received 5id. for his cotton on the market.
Subgeguently in 1920-21 the Government
stabilised the incdustry by guarantceing a
price of 5id. per lb. What was the result?

[Mr. Hartley.

What do you think of the
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Whereas in 1816 the guantity of cotion growm
was practically nil, in 1820 the State pro-
duced 57.000 1b. of cotton; in 1921, 840,000 lb. ;
and in 1922, 3,878,000 Ib.: while it ix esti-
mated thst in 1923 10,000,000 1b. will be pro-
duced. That is something that should not be
regarded lightly or made the object of a
vicious attack for political purposes. 1 want
to say to hon. members opposite, particularly
the hon member for Burnets, that it is not
a wisc thing. with an industry which we have
brought up from its infancy like this cne, and
practically placed in a sound and robust con-
dition, to attempt to shake the confidense of
the people in the State, or of those people
who wish to come to the Stete, by making
damaging statemients such as he made last
night. :

GoverxveNT MpuBers: Ilcar, heav!

Mr. HARTLEY : And also by «oug of the
damaging statements that were made by
Opposition candidates throuzhout the elee-
tion,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Vr. JIARTLEY: They even went so far
as to say that the Government had scld the
cotton-grower to the Australian Colton Grow-

ing Association, Limited. Nothing cculd be
more fallacious and Inisleading than that
statement. Far from that being tho case,

the reverse is the casc. The Government
have made adequate and proper arrange-
ments for the provision of seed for the crop,
for the ginning of the crop, and for its
marketing, and right through, so far as I
understand the provisions of the agreement
ard so far as my knowledge goes, in every
respect the grower 1is awmply protected. I
will just quote some of the terms of the
agrcement, but first let me show how the
Australian  Cotton Growing  Association,
Limited, came to be in the business at all.
In 1920, finding that the crop was increaging
vear after vear, the Government, looking
ahcad, saw that they would have to provide
botter ginning facilitics for the cotton and
botter machinery for the other operations
than they hasd at that time. Far from con-
demning the Covernment for the action that
ther have taken, the Opposition, as support-
ing the principles of private enterprise, should
rejoice. The Government had actually
ordered a cotton-ginning mill when Mr.
Crawford Vaughan came into the negotia-
tions. It was the intention of the
(Government then as there were no prospects
on the horizon for providing ginning facili-
ties, to erect a first-class up-to-date cotton
gin in Queensiand. It was in 1921 that the
attention of Mr. Crawford Vaughan was
evidently attracted to the possibilities of
cotton growing and manufacture in Queens-
land and he came into the negotiations and
offered to put up a cotton-ginning mill.
That offer was accepted by the Government
through the Secretary for Agriculture, and
it is in operation to-day with proper safe-
guards for the grower as to the conditions
pertaining to the marketing of the product.
The first principal condition of the agree-
ment was that the company should under-
take to expend not less than £150,000 in the
crection of the necessary gins and machinery
before the 3lst July, 1921, Fere is the point
1 want the hon. member for Burnett to
notice. The next condition of the agreement
was that the Minister on his part undertook
to acquire all cotton produced in Queensland
and deliver it to a factory of the company.
That was a point that was in dispute last
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night, when th> hon. member for Burnett
said the commpany had the control of the
cotton. From that clause alone it is absolutely
certain that the Secretary for Agricalture,
as agent for the Government, is the absolute
sole owner of the cotton. The Government
are tu pay the Association 1id, per lb. for
all cotton lint produced. The only other
mention of payment that T can see in the
agrecment is that the company are entitled
to a commission of 2} per cent. for the sale
of cotton lint. I wonder whether the hon.
member for Burnett will say that the terms

of that agrecment ave in any way loosy,
that they could be evaded, or that the

interests of the cotton-grower ave not amply
protacted.

Anpother important feature of the agrec-
ment showing how the grower is protected
is the clause precluding the company from
buying cotton lint itself. ¥When ail the facts
are summed up it will be conceded that the
Australian Cotton Growing Astociation are
mereir actitg as agent: for the Government
in handling the cotton crop of Queinsland.
The actions of the Government have tended
to found solidly the cotton-growing industry,
and possibly make Queensland and Australia
a rival cotton-growing country to the United
Sates of America,

Mr. KerR: Do you believe in co-operation,
or do you believe in letting the people who
are handling the crop deal with the whole
thing ?

Mr. HARTLEY ; I believe in socialisation.

My, KerR: Not co-operation?

Mr. HARTLEY : T believe in socialisation
of industry.

Mr, Kerr: You do? You arc advocating
something entively different now.

[8 p.m.]

Mr. HARTLEY : You have to go step by
step.  The Government have no intention
of trying to build a complete Socialist State
in one week, or one year, or the iife of one
Parliament. © 8o far as I can foresce the
prospects of the future, this work will go
on step by step.

If it had not been for the Cotton Growing
Association coming into the business with an
offer to build these mills, the Government
would have nationalised the cotton-ginning
industry of the State; but, possibly from
financial considerations, they thought it better
to let Mr. Crawford Vaughan undertake the
organisation.

_ Mr. Kern: You put your finger right on
it; they had regard to the financial con-
siderations.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : We are quite satisfied
that we are not in the pesition to-day to
nationalise and buy out every industry with
the limited revenue at our disposal. It is a
quesiion of going step by step, and we are
nationalising those industries which are most
important in the interests of the people of
Queensland.

The hon. gentleman asked me to touch
upon the question of ratoon cotton. 1 am
not going to say that I am an authority on
cotton; but, as I understand the position,
in the early encouragement of the growing
of cotton in 1917 an expert of the Govern-
ment tendered advice to the growers of
cotton that ratoon would be a good crop to
grow. That authority was Mr. Daniel Jones.
On that advice a number of growers ratooned

{19 Juiv.]
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their erop. They had ample warning as far
back as 1921 that there was a doubt about
ratcon cotton, and the provious advice was
cancelled by other advice to grow annual
crops. The Government made arrangements
to take over that cotton to 1922, and made it
clear that for the future ratoon cotton would
not be accepted under the Governinent
scheme. No cotton-grower in the Central
District will dispute that fact.

It {s not a question as to whether ratoon
cotton 13 goed or not. The question is that
the burcr of cotton says straight out that he
will not busy ratoon cotton at 54d. per lb.
The Cotton-ginning Association will not have
ratoon cotton. 'That is the reazon why the
Government, under their agrcement, have
decided +hat it must be annual cotton of a
certain Tength of staple. In regard to the
Central District the position is clearly under-
stead, and only a very small percentage of
the people to-day fail to understand the
desirability of establishing a bigh-grade class
of cotton, getting on the market with that
standard, and preserving it at any cost.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (iidert): Permit me to

‘congratulate you, Sir, upon your re-election

as the Speaker of this House. To me, person-

ally, you have extended many courtesies,

which I very mucn appreciate. .I would,

however, be a hypocrite indeed if I con-

gratulated the Premier upon the victory

which he won at the recent general election.
The Prrmipr: You had an easy time.

Hox. J. ¢ APPEL: Unfertunately, that
was my trouble. Suflice it to say, there are
so many of the opponents of the Premier who
do not realisc that lhe is a most astute
politician, that he is a man of conspicuous
ability, a man of ruthles: determination—a
determination so ruthless that it is quite
possible for one to say that it was by this
ruthless determination that he effected a
victory in favour of his party. By a majority
of fourteen electorates the Premier now has |
the adminisiration of the affairs of this State
in his hands for the ensuing three years.

The PrEMIFER : We might go to the country
before that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Possibly. I am glad
that the Premier has given some indication
of what may happen. (Laughter.) However,
the position i+ as it is. A majority of four-
teen electorates have decided in favour of
the present leader of the Government—and
I think that we must all admit that 1t was
practically a personal victory, owing to the
opinion that a majority of the electors held

so far as the Premier was concerned. He
controls a party thoroughly disciplined. He
is a leader in very fact and deed. Now,

whether the victory was caused entirely
by the votes of those who are supporters of
the Labour party, or whether, in addition
thereto, a large scction of the community
accorded their support to the Premicr, it is
impossible for me to say. Vet I beliove it is
¢0. 1 believe that, outside his own sup-
porters, a considerable section of the com-
munity—men engaged in the commercial life
of the State—accorded their support to the
Premier, as ihe leader of his party. owing
to the disunity and disorganisation of
the Opposition, thinking that the Premier
was the one man best fitted to lead the
Government of the country, owing to his
powers of disciplining his own party.
He was the man best fitted to control these
extreme forces, Hon. members may scoff and

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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laugh at it, but we know the hon. gentleman
has controlled them and has disciplined then.
A great responsibility resis wupon the
shoulders of the hon. gentleman, command-
ing, as he docs, such a majority and such a
party; controlling, as he does. the destinies
of the people of this State and the destinies
of the State itself. T -un only devoutly hope
that he will exercise that power and that
authority in such a wav that the material
interests and the welfure of the whole of
the community may be cared for; that each
and every section of the coramunity masx be
equally aud justly dealt with, and thaf, so
far a+ lies ir his power, he will do all he
can to advance the intercirs of this great
State.  (Hear, hear!)

I have ncver claimed to be what might
be termed » distinetly partisan politician,

Mr. CorLins: You declared

State Socialist on one oceazion. (Laughter.)

Hox. & G, APPEL: And I am to-dav;
and the assistance given by the present

Administration to the Cetton Association,
who have crected ginneries, i« an example
of State socialism, private capital re eiving
e assistance of the State to carry out an
ont e for the development of the State,
5 an object lesson in State socialism.

I coufess that I was move than surprised to
see that the Premier was entering 1nto such
an agreement. I commend him for doing so,
and I hope he will enter into manv more
agreements with large canitalistic 1
tiens who are preparcd to come to thiz Stato
and engage in enterprises for the advance-
ment and development of Queensland. T
have never been what mas be termed a dis-
tinctly partisan politician.
Mr. CorLiys You

L ’ were very partisan
during the general strike, when you ran
away. {Laughter.)

Hon. J. G. APPIL: The hon. membor

knows all about running away. If vou had
scen the way he footed it when that special
constable armed with a waddy came alons.
vou would have realised so. too. {Lw,ug,hlerﬁ.)
You would have backed him for the Intor-
national.

My, Cowrtxs: That is a deliberate tntruth.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: As I stated in the
last seasion of Parliament, T would far prefer
to  commend the Government for = their
administration and legislation than condemn
them. Peronally, my whele conception of
the duty of a representative of this Chamber
13 not to sneer at the Government of this
State, but to render those who are controll-
ing the destinies of the State all the assist-
ance he can to do the hest they can for the
State and for the people. Whother T am a
member of the party which contrals the
Treasury benches. or ‘whether T am sitting
In oppesition, when the Government brin;g
forward any proposition for the advancement
of the State thev will receive every commen-
dation and every support that I can give
them. I have no time for personal squabbles
and recriminations. (IIcar.
beneath the dignity of this House that hon.
members should indulge in personalities. We
are here to perform a hich duty. and it was
indecd a pleasure to me to hear the proposer
of the Address in Reply express the apinion
which he did as to how the affairs of the
House should be conducted and how its dig-
nity should be upheld, and if each and every
one of us would strive to carrv out such an
tdeal, T fecl sure that it would bencfit not

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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alone the people of the State, but would
have a beneficial effect upon the way in
which we conduct our dcliberations in this
Chamber.

With other hon. members I desire to com-
mend Ilis Excellency the Governor for the
interest which he hae taken in the State and
in the people of the State, and for the way
in which we have had the benefit of his ripe
advice and experience. Unquestionably, in
many instances, that advice has been bene-
ficial to those who are cngaged in our
primarr industrics. To me the interest which
His Excellency takes in our school children,
above all other matters, should be com-
mended, and in that respect I would earn-
estly impress upon the Premier, who is also
Treasurer, and has contrel of the funds of
the State, the necessity of making adequate
provision in his next Budget for the consuruc-
tion of new schools and for the improvement
of schools which already exist, because the
lack of the necessary funds: for the erection
of schools has been felt in our country dis-
tricts, #nd in many Instances has retarded
development and settlement. In that con-
nestion s Fxcellencv, who has taken such
keen interest in the school children, has had
an opportunity of seeing how in many
instances, owing to the lack of suitable pro-
siston  having bheen made, the necessary
arcommodation has mnot been provided in
places where it should have heen. I sincerely
hope that the Premier, who claiins to be a man
who has the interests of the peopl: at heart,
and move especially those of the children, will
not scout any request whick is made by mem-
bers on this side of the Ilouse, and will sec
that ample provision is made for the erec-
tion of new schoecls and for additional
accommodation in old schools where needed.
The mover of the motion for the adonrtion of
the Aldress in Reply made a referencr to the
hribery case. and I regret that the Premier
has not scen (it to uwceede to the request
which I, as a member of the Opposition. in
common with others. have made for a full
inguiry into that matter. To my mind it
was a most unsavourv subject. #nd it affected
the honour of every individual in thiz House,
An sttempt should have besn made to dis-
cover who was gonneeted with the matter,
whether inside or ouvtside of this House, so
that adequate punishment micht be meted
out,

An important matter which is referred to
ia His Bxeellencr’s Speceh is the housing of
people in the norvthern part of the State, and
more particularly on mining felds.

Mr. Cotuins: They were badiy housed
under vour Government.

Hox. J. G. APPLL: And it has not*
improved under vours—I have pessonally seen
the accommodation of many of our people
who are living ir: those distant portions of
the State, and I admit that it 13 disgraceful:
but how an alteration it to be made is a
problem. In Adiscussing the matter with the
men who occupy these tin shantiex, I have
suggested to them that thev should endeavour
io secure the same conditions by obtaining
loans for the purpose of building workers’
dwellings, as is done in the southern part of
the State; but iheir reply was. “ If we did
so, the possibility is that the field might be
al:andoned, and all that we have put in would
be lost.” That is where the problem comes
in. Members of the medical profession have
told me that, so far as the men are concerned,
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it does not matter much, but it is a scrious
thing for the women. 1 hope that the
Administration will do all they can to solve
this problemn, so that the men and women
who are engaged in our mining industry and
in the different parts of the West may have
more suitable accommoedation.  They have
not the advantages or th® amusements which
the dwellers in the city have.

Mr. CoLuixs: (Can you give us a sugges-
{tien?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have alrcady said
that it is a very difficult problem. but, like
ail other problems, it is po-sible of solution.
T hope that an attempt will be made to solv
it, bmawe. as Fis Excellencs has pointed
out, and as these who have scen it know, the
present  conditions  are a  disgrace.  An
unprovenent should be brought absut under
any circumstances, not merely for the sake
of the men but for the women and children
who accompany their husbands to these
distant parts of 1hc State, where they are cut
oft from the conveniences, pleasures, and
amusements of the cities.

There are two cther matters referred to in
the Speech, «hich ave allied with each other
—immigration and land settlement.

Mr. Cotrins : If your speech were printed
in London it would block immigration.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The two subjects must
m,ach hand in hand. We have a great

vetent of fertile lund available for settloment.

Lo obtain settlers we must make life in our
qwuntry districts more attractive than it is
2t the present time. I am glad to sec that
tiee Government and their supporiers have
coased to object to and oppose immigration.
We all know that a section of the community
are oppoad to immigration, and have always
been opposed to it. I remember when I was
= «chool bor, and we had a verv sparte popu-
lation, those who were cngaged as workers
in the citv objected to immigration. But we
do not desive nor should anvy Administration
introduce unskilied \xoxker* There shaould
be a wise selection 01 people with a know-
iedge of land, and who will go upon the land
wwhen the" come here. If we are to make a
\UCL& s of land cettlcment it s necessary
hat life shou]d be made more attractive in
\(untl distriets than it is at present. We
find that. owing to its unattractiveness, a
large percentage of the sons and daughters
of our settlers +1ll not remain upon ihe tand
.o-day. but drift aws ay to the cities and enter
irto competition with the people there. It
~uld be the pelicy of every Administraiion
1w formulating o policy of immigration.
coupled with land scttlement, to remove the
difficulties which exist now. We musi realise
that the only pos:ible solution of the prickly-
pear menace is ine closer settlement of our
lands, without which 1t will be absolutely
impossible to dwstroy that national curse,
which has taken possession of some of the
mest fertile lands in the State. I can assurc
the leader of the Government that any pro-
position which he makes in regard to immi-
gration and closer settlement, and to indure
people to remain on the land, will recoive
my cordiual support.

Avother matter T would like to mention,
which also is connected with land settlement,
is water supply—and by that I do not mean
great irrigation schemes which would cost

a large amount of un.oney and impose a
burden upon the land. I refer more
particularly to the provision of water at

small cost to the settlers on our lands. For

[19 Juory.}
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the last two years what has been, perhaps,
one of the severest droughts ever experienced
in the annals of our State has been devastat-
ing the south-eastern districts of Qucensland.
Over country which practically never before
knew the want of waler, which never experi-
enced a lack of rain, an acute drought has
reigned for the last two ;, and, although
the coastal portion has received more or less

relief from winter rains, we¢t this is nos
universally the case, and there are in the
Beaudesert district fertile arcas not front-

ing upon running crecks which have *been
IQPdClCd practically valucless. Subartesian
water is available, and I have to thank the
Secretary for Agriculture for his courtesy,
not alone to myself but to my electors,
in making available, as he has alw ays done,
the services of Inspc(‘tor MeCarthy, who is
a water diviner. As a result of that coult(xJ,
permission has been granted to the inspector

to locate water, and bx that means the
difficulty has been solved, and these dry
paddo( ks have been pl()\'ld(‘d with water.

For the information of the House, I would
like to elucidate what I call the provision
of watcr at a reasonable cost—that is, within
the means of every zeloctor—and not as a
part of some costly irrigation scheme.
Hera I would like to commend Mr.
McCarthy for not merely carrving out his
official dutics, for during the period in which
he has bhad charge of that district he has
done all that he could to assist those engaged
in ite industries. Not only has he lomtm’l
water. but he has also shown the scttlers
how thes could Lring it to the surface at a
mintmum  cost. Sllbdlf"\hlll water oxists
at an average depth of 50 feet, and the
settlers have managed to tap the supply by
means of the band bore. The total cost of

horing that depth, of ing and
[8.30 p.m.]} of placing a pump in position,

amounts 1o £29 15s. 6d. in
ordinary sotl and £35 7s. 7d. in sandstone.
I would commend such a scheme to the hon.
gentleman who controls the destinies of the
Department of Agriculture—who, I am
thankful to say, has a knowledge of what is
required by the man on the land—as some-
thing worth including in any settlement pro-
posal, so¢ that water may be provided at
reasonable cost in those avca: where per-
manert running water does not exist.

On the question of freehold versus lease-
hold tenure of land, I can only say that I
am a believer in the frechold tenure, but
apparently the electors of the State, to the
extent of a majerity of fourtcen members in
this Assembly, have decided that they prefer
perpetual lease. 1 have to abide by their
verdict.  If they do not want freehold, if
they choose only perpetual lease, that scttles
the question so far as I am concerned; but
I can only trust that the decision will prove
to be a good one, and that it wiil in no way
interferc with the progress of the i.:itlement
of our lands

I am very glad indeed to sce that it is
proposed to review the over- -capitalisation of
the soldier settlements. As was pointed out
by members of this House. myself amongst
the number, when those settlements were
formed, the capital value placed upon the
land was too great. The crops which it was
surmised could be grown on those lands were
not such as to justify the value placed upon
them ; but the decision of the Government, if
carried out in the spirit in which I take it
it is suggested, may have a bencficial effect

Hen, J. G. Appel.]
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on the sottlements, although I have no
hositation in saying that it would be better
to abandon some of them at once. 1 said
in this House, from iy kuowledge of the
land in one settlement and from the fact
that men were prepared to go miles iuto
the ranges where therc were no roads rather
than scttle upon the lend which had been

selected for it. one in particular was boud
to fail. To-day that prophecy has beeu ful-
flled. 1 refer more particularly to the

Beerburrum  Settlement.  To my mind it
would be better to abandon the whole thing
and let the first cost be the last cost and
put thoss soldiers on tand where disaster 1s
not absolutely cvident at zht, and
where there is a prospect of success.

The Uovernment, by theiv agricultura
policy, have propesed to astist S0 Persoils
engaged in primary industries, and have
adopted a system ot agricultural counctis.
As I said at the tiae, although I belreve it
was absolutely nccesszry that some action
should be taken, it would be far better if the
Government had abetained fron any control
of them. If the machinery for the purpose
had been simplified, if all that was neeessary
to assist in the cooperative movement had
been arranged for, and if the management
with all the necessavy consequential powers
had been left entirely in the hands of the
primar: producers, the end in view would
be more effectively and more successfully
accomplished than by any direction by cliicers
of the State.

OrrosiTioN Meusers: lfcar, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPRL: We agree, of course,
that these officers are necessary, and any ot
us who are connected with the land and who
represent primary producers, will admit that
the oflicers of the Department of Agriculture
are at all times and upon every oceasion
prepared to give whatever assistance they
can by way of advice or otherwise to all
who need it and who arc engaged in our
primary industries.

A lot may be done by the department in
the way of giving advice, but 1t has often
struck me that in many ways our methods
are absolutely antiquated. We find in the
Southern States, where there is a group of
farmers, one plough practically ploughs the
whole of the fields for that group. In Queens-
land we adopt the antiquated method of
each man doing his own ploughing. Perhaps
he may have only 10 acres or 20 acres, but
still we have that divided effort, wheveas
we might have what I call communal tillage,
whereby the whole of the tillage would be
¢ffected at very much less cost than at pre-
sent.

Mr. Coroixs: You will be
communism if you are not careful.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I give the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen ecvedit for being absolutely
honest. | know he believes what ho says;
but, unfortunately, he cannot aralyse matters
and distinguish between those little things
which makce the difference between State
sacialism and communizm, or what might
be called ordinary socialism, which does not
benefit the individual but secks to destroy
him. We scek that socialism whereby the
State will st individuals by giving advice
and by supplying capital when necessary in
order to bring about a certain end and
aim. Wherever that has been done unques-
tionably it has led to success.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS:
hon. gentleman adopted that policy,

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

advocating

If the
there

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

would be a lot more hon. members in cppo-
sition than there are to-day. The policy
of his party is individualism, pure and
simple; he stands for exploitation, if it can
be carried out.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: So far that is not
apparent. I have no sympathy for the
middleman. 1 have been a producer, and
1 have had some experience of middiemen.
1 kuow what they have taken out of me.
That is why [ urge co-operation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do not
look so hard at the leader of the Opposition.
(Liaughtoer.)

How. J. . APPEL: All we ask is that
the Government will give us power fo co-
operate, and that they will assist us in
finding markets. We also ask that they give
us advice and give us the necessary power
to cuable us to make the best of cur oppor-
tunities.  1f they are going to contrel us
and sar, “ You have got to do this this way,
because we consider it i: the proper way.”
I am afraid that, like some of the soldier
scttlements, it will end in disaster.

The time allowed to hon. members is not
sufficient to deal with many problems which
are disclosed in His Kxcelleney’s” Speech, 1
have come to the conclusion, from the results
of the last gencral election, that the majority
of the clectorates prefer a policy, however
rebulous o impossible it may be, which
sppeals to their imagination. And, s long
a< there arve plenty of funds available, and
any amouunt of money for the purpose of
obtaining all the pleasurcs that it is possible
for them to obtain, even 1f disaster is
apparent and even if it results in the
loss of some of their political privileges, they
prefer to adopt that policy rather than a
sane and sound policy which will lead to

prosperity  and, conserve the rights and
pirivileges  of the whole community., I

admit that this is an age when we cannot
stand #till. We have to go forward and
progress. We have to march with the times,
We have to realise that old methods and
old means have gone and passed. In carry-
ing out these ideals, they should be cavried
out with prudence, so that, if possible, they
may result in success rather than be depre-
clated by imprudence and incapacity., I
can only ask the Premier once more that,
with the power which he has and the
authority he possesses with his party behind
him disciplined to carry out what he desires,
in carrying out any policy he will have due
regard not onlv to one s:ction of the com-
munity but to the community as a whole,
and will deal out even-handed justice to that
whole community; and, in dealing out that
justice to the whole community he will
advance the prosperity not alone of the people
of Queensland but of the State itself.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): In rising to
support the motion, I would join with most
olber spealers in congratulating the mover
and scconder of the motion. For new
members  they made exceptionally good
gpeeches, and I think they outshone many of
the oldor hands on this side of the House,
and particularly outshone many hon. mem-
bers opposite. I feel sure that before this
session ends both those hon. members will
take a very important part in the discussions
that will tike place from time to time. The
leader of the Opposition rose to place the
views of the parly of which he is leader
before this House, and he attempted to
criticise the administration ol this Govern-
ment, but he made a very weak attempt
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We can only come to the conclusion that the

Opposition.  after their defeat. have abso-
lutely lost their punch, if they ever had
any.  The deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion made a good start last night, and

aroused o little attention when he com-
menced his specech; but, owing to lack of
material to carry on with, most hon. mem-
_bers left the Chamber before he had finished
his speech. and therefore we can pay very
little attention to the criticism that came
from him.

T would like to touch on the land settle-
ment scheme that has been enuncisted in the
Governor’s Speech. T feel confident that the
apnouncement regarding land resumption in
var parts of the State will meet with

oval of the many landless people in
Queensland and Australia. T also feol cor-
tain that the new Secretary for Public Lands
15 the right man to see that these resump-
twons are carried out in the bheit interests of
the people of Queensland; and T feel sure
that, when the people are cventually settled
upon thosc arcas, they will be satisfied with
the wmount of land that has heen appor-
tioned to them. 1 am satisfied that the
Minister will sce that the settler is not carry-
ing too high a burden as the result of over-
capitalisation. I know that every factor to
be considered in the suecessful ‘settling of
people on those resumed lands will be vers
carciully considered by the present Secretar
for Public Lands. )

The SpereTaRY ror Pupric Taxps: What
does the hon. gentleman consider to be a
Iiving avea?

My, FOLEY: 1 am not in a position to
ay what iz a living area in anv part of
Jueensland. T know that the Minister has
Cone the right thing in establishing what
i« known as the Closer Scttlement Board, so
that the members of that board will be abls
to go 1nio the matter thoronghly and adviee

o nister what is a living area in the
different districts of Queensland.
CThe SecrETsRY FOR PUBLic LaxDs: What
doe: the hon, gentlenian think of this sugges
tion—to pisce settlers on every alternate
block and then, if it is found that the blocks
are foo small, ther can be extended on
cither side?

Mr FOLEY: I do not think that method
will meet with approval. or that it would be
suecessful in determining the living ares. Of

e, if vou only settled every alter
L von would naturalls be on the
shoald those who have heen settled on
fic avea [ind it was not sufficient. You
would then be jn a position to cnlarge that
area ai a later date. )

AMr. Fowarps: I oam sure he would oet
gnod advice from the Country party. -

Mr. FOLEY: That method would not be
fgund'poliq; on the part of the Government.
That is a matter which should be gone into
thoroughly by the Advisory Board. which
should be constituted by “an agricultural
expert, one of the best officials to he
procured in the Lands Department, and
possibly a good official. or an authoritv
on Irrigation. The most important factor
that the Seccretary for Public Lands should
take mnotice of s that in anv particular
arca where this board is carrying out inveiti-
gations a practical farmer from the area
should he seenred to collaborate with tho
hoard and assist it in reporting to the hon.
gentleman,

saie

[19 Jory.]
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Mr. Epwarps: Hear, hear! The Country

party platform.

Mr. FOLEY: I am not expounding the
Country party platform.

Mr. EpwarDs: That is it.

Mr. FOLEY: I am only expounding what
I consider to be a common-sense policy to
adopt in the settlement of the people on the
land.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Fear, hear!

Mr., Epwarps : That is the Clountry party’s
platform.

My. FOLEY : I claim that no Sceretary for
Public Lands can detsrniine the living area
in any specified district, because the work he
is Tequired to do is such that he cannot give
his attention to investieating the problem
from overy pcint of view.

Mr., Eowarbs: The mest
expression made in the House.

Mr. FOLEY: There arc many bensfits in
cenneciion with. closer settlement v hich will
accrue to the State, such as increased
production, increased population. awd in-
creased work for our railways. It is appa-
rent to most hon. members of this Ilouse
tl:at the move work we can create the
greater i3 vhe chance of redusing the annual
deficit on our vailwass in the varicus parts of
the State. (Mear, hear !}y Ancther important
noint in eonnection wirh thiz question is that
1t will bring about a considerable increase in
the cirenlation of capital, and in turn increase
work for the labouving nopulation of the
State.  The mo=zt Important featere in this
matter is that the more people vou can settie
in Queensland the more you will reduce the
per capita financial burden on every indi-
vidual in the State.  Another important
factor that will have to be taken into con-
sidervation. and one which 1s receiving the
sttention of the Secretary for Public Lands,
i3 the question of seceuring the right type
of sottlers. As has bheen pointed out during
thi« debate, many of the tynes of immigranis
arrivi frem overscas ave absolutely
impos sottlors. if vou place them on
the scrub land in the northern coastal dis-
tricts of this State. At the first glance at
that dense tropical jungle their hearts would

We shsall have to get the
tyne of man who s usad to roughing it used
to hard work, and possessing the necessary
common sense to carry eon agricultural pur-
suifs under the instructions of the various
instructors appointed by the Government,
who will gunide him from time to time.
illear, hear ) Tt might be all right for many
of our immigrants to he settled in places like
the Peak Downs. for instance. where the only
preliminary work is the sinking of a well
and the hnilding of fences. There are mno
irees on the plains there to fall, or serub to
clear, and thovy have the hest agricultural
<oil ot their command. Tn the heavier tim-
bered countrs of this State care will have to
be taken by the Closer Settlement Board to
oot the right type of settler. T understand
we have a svstem in aperotion at the present
time. inavegurated by the Department of
Agriculture, under which insfructors are sent
to the frait districts throughout the State to
instruct the farmers a3 to the Jatest and best
metheds to adopt in carrving on the par-
ticwlar line of primary produetion thst they
are following. T think that this will have to
be extended, because, from discussions I

Mr. Foley.)

comimon-ense

-




155 Address in Reply.

have had with agricultural experts and with
many men settled on the land to-day who
call themselves farmers, I find, from my
humble knowledge of ’U"l‘]CllltulO that many
of these men, or so- called f‘ll‘lnela, do not
understand the clementary principles of agri-
culture. It will be necessary therefore for us
to enlarge the Departinent of Agriculture
and appoint vufﬁcmnt agricultural instructors
so that the new sottl(\r‘ needing instruction
vnll b nuxdod by the host advice that it is
for the department to give. 1
retand that in Denmark practically the
bulk of the farmers go thmvmh an agricu]-
tural educational cours That country lends
itself to «uch a system more than Quecensland,
because t‘v‘m ate perieds in the vear there
when the men-ar: able to leave the farms in
char*o of the women and attend a colleze
eollegsa are established all over Den-
na 13t is the ain and object of every
farmer to cnter them so that he mas obt‘un
the host agricultural cducstion that it is
possikle to get in the country.
Mr. Buncock: Deamark one of the
greatest agricultural countries in the world.

Mr. I'OI EY: As the hon. member for
Barcoo has reruinded me, Denmark is one of
the greatnst dg‘y‘vltuml communities in the
civilised world to-day. In addition to the
needs I have slready enlarged on. some of
the new sertlers will also need att enhon on
the part of the Primary Producers’ Orgeni-
sation or the Conneil of Agriculture, who will
have to keep in touch with the world’s
markets to such an extent as to be able to
advise the fsrmers or settlers of this State
what to produce and what not to produce.
That is a very iwaportant factor that will have
to be auordcd o by the Council in the
interests of the now qe’ctlels ¢f Queensland.
The Council can also do a good deal by
encouraging co-operation amon*rst the settiers
in evers part of the State. ,»Ould like to
reler at this junciure to x\hat is going on in
Denmark in the war of agricul-
ture,  Many farmers there are
workier 15 acres of land and
making a living from it. I think the Stato
Ly Jaws prohibit any individual from }oh 10
more than 450 neics of land, That is uninovn
iv Queensland. Those men have made a sue-
cess of agricuiture by their know luige of
that pa .:(’I’ldl‘ pursuit, and by co- operat ing
with each other to get the best results from
the markets for their produets. To give this
House some idea of the position of affairs in
thot country : —Co-operative dairies number

[9 p.m.]

1.203. and their turnover in 1915 _was
185,000,000 dollars; butter export socicties
are  nnmerous, and thelr turnover was

80,050,000 dollars; co-operative slaugliter
heuses and bacon factories number 44, and
their turnover was 72,200,000 dullars, co-
operative egg expor ng societics number
550, and their turnover was 2,200,000 dollavs.
H,ore are fifteen societies for the purchase
of goods, with 70,000 farmers as members.
They have 690 cc mtral socicties, 1,700 breed-
ing socicties—a seeiety unknown in Australia
at the present time.

At 9.5 p.m.,
The CHUR\MN oF CovumrTrees (Mr. Kirwan,
Drisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. FOLEY: The total turnover of all
cooperative societies in that country reaches
250,000,000 dollavs a year, That will give
hon. members some idea of wha it the farmers
there have done through their own co-opera-

[Mr. Foley.

[ASSEMBLY .}

Address in Reply.

tion, and what can be done by the farmers
of Qu(\nnﬂand if they will adopt the
co-operative spirit.

We have from time to time heard members
cf the Opposition harping about the Labour
Government having done nothing for the man
or: the land The man on tha land in Den-
mark has done all these things for himself
without the aid of the Government, although
the Government de come in here and there,
and assist to a considerable extent. Most of
these bO(’thlCS arg self- wppormng thmr funds
having been contributed by the farmers of
the country. What has been none there can
be done by Quecnsland farmers, To give
¢ further iden of the membe ship (1 those
cocietios tﬂur distributive socistie: have a
membership  of  244,000; deiry societies,
19C,000; bacon socicties, 135,000; egg ewport
sceietios, 45,000; foodstull societic: (Jutiand
orly), 44,000; breeding =ocictics. 23.000;
control soci¢ 16,000. They have in Ideu-
mark a co-operative soclety for practically
every branch of the primary industry.

I might refer to the sprech of the hon.
member for Burke the other night, when he
p(‘mtcd out the nced for some me ‘ement on
the part of the cattlemen of this State, with
Government assistance, to hanulc the surplus
cattle in Quecnsland and give the cattle
industry a chance to thrive. He pointed out
bat it was intended to establish a en-operative

annery the far North, and that some
¢ needed. I noticed in to-day
that the Gov ernment have offered scme
stance  to those would-be co-operators,
provided thev carry out their part of the
contract.  There should be something done
besides manufacturing the ploduo‘m in the
fzr Northern districts and dumping them
on to the markcts overseas in the hope that
seme selling agency will succossfullv dispose
of them to their adve antage. This will, to a
great extent, hamper those \,o-oporativo
enterprises. Denmark  found, through
experience. when cxporting plodu(h to
the Knglish markets to compete zgainst the
American packer. and Argentina combines,
that they were badly handicapped, and their
move in the matter was to establish what is
called—in the case of selling bacon—the
Danish  Bacon Society of London. They
established that society as a sclling agency,
and were so successful with that Lbranch that
they can hold their own now with the most
powerful combines and trusts of Argentina
and the United States of America., 1 think
smnethlng along these lines will have to be
dene in connection with any movement estab-
lished in Quecnsland or Australia to distri-
bute any particular commodity that they
intend to dispose of in the- British Isles—
particularly in regard to the distribution of
meat.

To wind up my remarks on co-operation
T might quote another extract to emphasise
the importance of co-operation amongst our
primary producsrs. IHarold Faber says, in
one of his works dealing with the w onderful
system of co-operation in Danish agriculture—

““In the highly devetoped form in which
we find it now 1t embraces almost every
branch of agriculture and agricultural
industryv and has its famifications in
almost every parish in Denmark. It has
built up an organisation so complete
that all the threads converge towards one
poing, from which the joint action of the
whole system is in a certain measure
controlled.

“The cc-operative movement in Danish
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agriculturs was not started by a band
of phllarthmpl:tb, or even by the land-
lovds, for the purpose of benefiting the
pract jeal farmers. It bhas grown up
locally and gradually among the peasants
in the vil'ages, and takes 1ts root in the
fecling of rsohdarity, and a sensc of the
benefits of mutual help.”

Having that as_a lesson, it is about time
the primary producer of this State tcok heed
of these object-lessons from other countries
and applied them to Queensiand. e would
then dc a lhittle bit fer himsclf, instecad of
continually waiting and depending upon the
Governmenl to do it for him. I have voiced

these sentiments in various parts of the
country when discussing the matter with

primary producers, and, aithough many of
them recognise that the sugge-tions are sound,
it scems wlmost impossible for them, apart
from the dairying industry, to bring co-opera-
tion into being.

We have received a good desl of criticism
from hon. members opposite owing to the
Government's action in reducing the price of
ratoon cotton. and because the Government
have practically told the cotton-growers in
this State that in future they will not take
ratoon cotton at all. T think the Dremer,
in face of the advice veceived from the
Lnnlﬁh Cotton Bpinners’ Arsgeiation, had no

alternative but to adopt the policy he aid.
'lh Cotton Spinners’ Aswociation are the
main buyers of the cotton that will be pro-
duced 1n Quecnsland, and, after that wwso-
ciation intimeted that ratoon cotton was not
“Jegal tender” on the Pritish market, it
would have been madness on the part of the
Jueenzlanii Government to have induced the
farmers to produce that class of cotton by
paying the guaranteed price.

Mr. ¥Fry: Can you tell us any reason why
they will noi take ratoon cotton?

Mr. FOLEY: tell.

Mr. Fry: Has it anvthing to do with keep-
ing the boll weevil out.

Mr. FOLEY: I understand the main
reason why the cotton spinners of Ingland
and other parts of the world do not deswre
ratoon cotton i: because of the britile nature
of the fibre, which makes it very hard to
handle in the process of spinning. Oae other
reason is that the agricultural experts claim
that, if plants are allowed to stand over from
one year to another, there is a great danger
of them harbouring insect pests that will
naturally spread and affect the cotton industry
of the State. Those are the twe main reasons
against the growing of ratoon cotton. The
second reason I mentioned I do not think
stands good, becausc men who have grown
both plant and ratoon cotton in the Peak
Downs district have informed me that tho
usual custom is to cut the plants back after
harvesting and burn the refuse, so that the
danger of insect pests is pldctlcally climi-
nated. Although 1 agree with the action of
the Government in conncction with ratoon
cotton, I claim that there is room for inves-
tigation, because ratoon cotton can be grown
in some parts of this State more successfully
than the plant or annual crop. Therefore
there is plenty of room for further investiga-
tion on the part of the Secretary for Agri-
culturc to ascertain whether a market does
not exist in any part of the world for ratcon
cotton, and, secondly, to test the known
markets by samples of ratoon cotton, not
allowing the expert buyers overseas to know

I cannot

[19 Jorv.]
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that it is ratoon cotton. Another good move
would be to ha\e spinning tests carried out
in some of the spinning mills in Britain with
Quecensland ratoon cotton of average quality,
and asrertain in that way whether the allega-
tion that the fibre is too brittle has any
truth in 1. Some farmers claim that ratoon
cotton, as known by the cotton world, came
into dl‘l(‘]’)ul on uccount of the inferior
cotton  that was ratooncd on the almost
exhausted cotton lands of America and some
other parts of the workl, whercas on some
of the richer soils of Queensland it is claimed
that the difference in fibre Lriween the first
or plant cotton and ratoon cotton is practi-
cally i,

The SECRETARY
aood busliness

ror Pusric Works: It is
to produce ouly the bes:

Mr. FOLEY : Yes; but, at the same time,
if we can fi a ]n(;fnablv marke: for ratoon
cotton, it wili be of great advantage, because
there are parts of (%uuenqldnd where in some
z30ns ratoon cotton can be grown more
suceessfully than the plant crop.  Therefore
I do not think any harm will be done in
making a thorough investigation into the
whole business. When oue comes to consider
the enormous amount of cotton that is con-
sumed every vear in the world, we can onls
come to the conclusion that there must be
some market for what is known as ratoon
cotton.  According to the statisties i=sued br
the Natio City Bank of New York, the
world’s  ¢onswinption of cotton is in  the
vieinity of 21.000.000 l=les, and I believe
cach bale weighs something like 500 Ib. The
United States of America produee 11,500,000
bales. and the same authorities contend that
in ten wcars’ time it is to be expected that
the world's consumption will reach 30,000,000
bales of cotion per year. When one con-
siders the nvmbm of cotton miils that exist
in the world, he must come to the conclusion
that, apart altogether from the question of
whether ratoon cotton isx inferior or not,
some of these mills cannot at times get the
best quaht* cotton that they require for the

manufacture of fabrics 'md there is the
possibility of a market for ratoon cotton.
quite apart from Great Britein. Out of the

6,483 cotton mills in the world there are only
2,009 in Great Britain and 1,451 in the
United Staies. The mills in these two coun-
tries con=ume 10,000,000 bales of cotton per
year. Then there are the Indian and
Canadian mills, which have a consumption
of 6,109.141 bales of cotton per year. Then
there is Frurce, with 430 rmills and a con-
sumption of 1,000,000 bales; Italy, with 480
mills and a consumption of 850,000 bales of
cotton every year. The Japanese mills
numbgr about 175, and they consumed in 1915
1,500,000 bale: of cotton. Therefore there is
p]ontv of roem for investigation to ascertain
whether there is a fmoulable market for
what 1s known as ratoon cotton.

Another point I would like to touch upon
is the need for educating the cotton farmers
of the State with regard to the industry.
I find that in my owa district methods of
cultivation could be greatly improved. Very
few men understand anything about the
conservation of moisture after the cotton
plant is well matured and on its way towards
picking, much less the need for conservation
of moisture in the soil before planting time
arrives. The views of Mr. Wells, one of
the experts who has been travelling around
the various cotton fields in Queensland, are

Mr. Foley.]
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reported thus in the “Daily Mail” of lst
February last—
“One of the things which has struck
Mr. W. G. Wells ;Guvernment Cotton
Speeialist) is that cotton-growers of
Queenslend are not realising the neces-
sity for the proper cultivation of the
seed bed: and the euitivation of the
crops generally. The latter he has found
to be true in practically every district
that he visited.”
That is a statement which necds attontion.
This expert, who visited practically every
cotton district in Queensland, found that
scarcely any farmer had a properly prepared
sced bed so that a fasourable crop could be
secured.  Further on in this article, Mr.
Wells mentions that, quite apart from the
d conditions which prevailed during his
vigit, the farmers themsclves were in many
cases doing nothing to conserve the moisture
in the soil in order that the cotton plants
might get the full kencfit of it. He said
that he could notice the difference between
the crop of the farmer who cultivated his
crop thoroughly and those of the men who
allowed theo weeds to get beyond control.
That is one of the most important things
we can attend to. We should be sure that
vo have sufficient experts and experimental
farms in ¢onncction with our various primary
products to carry out experiments in the
conservation of moisture and in other neces-
sary ways, the results of which experiments
can be handed on to the farmer for his
benefit.  Only last June many inches of rain
fel! throaghout the Western and Central
distri and I venture to say there was not
one farmer there who had his land lying
fallow ready to receive that rain, and thst
not one of them had worked his land to
conserve the meisture until planting time
arrived, but, instead, was trusting to Provi-
dence for rain after planting. 1If the land
was cultivated along those lines, suffic
moisture could have been conserved, the secd
would bhave germinated, and the crop put
upon a fair road to success, so that the later
rains in December and January would make
it a successful crop.
important thirgs which can be attended to
in order to make cotton-zrowing a success
in Queensland.  (Hear, hear!)

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 will not
keep hon. members very long--not becsuse
there is not plenty of material to criticise
the Government on, but because thers are
other hon. members who wish to speak, and
the time iz short, so I will do as much in
a5 short s time as jossible to ussist in the
reformation of the Government. Weo have
gone a lony way since 1914, I think I can
safely say that during the last three or four
years the Government have been assisted a
great deal in their reformation by the efforts
of the Country party.

I want to take exception to some remarks
which {211 from the deputy leader of the
United party in regard to the rcason why
this side of the Houwe did not win the elec-
tion. No doubt he was correet according to
his own belief, but, so far as the Country
party was concerned, we had a leader whom
we  wers prepared to follow and also a
policy, and we are still in that position. We
have a pelicy which we kunow is good for
Queensland, and we are quite prepared to
stand behind our leader and, if necessary,
to take the reiss of Government.

1 am very sorry to sce the small pro-
gramme vut forward by the Government,

[Myr. Foley.
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as I expected a great deal more after all
the promises they made. I do not see why
hon. members opposite should talk about
their moderation; it is not long ago since
they were extremists.

Mr. CornLins: No.

Mr. DEACON: I heard the hon. member
taking exception to the 3peaker wearing his
robes. I notice that he said that because
he was representing electors who objected,
and not because he objected.

Mr. CoLrixs: I said that T represented a
radical constituency, which the hon. member
does not.

Mr. DEACON: 1 think the Government
should have gone a great deal further in
their pregramme. I am not going to depre-
ciate the little good they have done. We
have always accepted what we could get from
them of a good deseription. I am going to
suggest an extension of their programme ‘a
regard to several matters. Therve are mans
ways in which it could be improved. T trust
that, when the various measures coinc unfore
us, the Government will accep: the help of
the Opposition in improving them, os we did
on previous oceasions: in fact, we gave themn
a great deal of their good name when they
woent before the clectors. Tt was practically
the meazures which we assisted them to maxe
workzble on which they went to the country.
The most important propesal «f the Govern-
ment is for the development of Jand wottie.
ment.  They propose to amend 5
Roads Act, so that the Mamn Roads Doarg
will not be able to charge ha!f the cost of the
roads o new settlers. No body of settlers
can afford to pay hali the cost of 2 main
road. It is only fair thar ther should be
en good roads in order to be sueccssful.
o one expects the settlers to coutrvibute
specially towards the co«t of the railways,

1hn

and the main roads should bn dealt with in
the game war. IV T have to stand
[8.30 p.an.] here and speak lenger than I

intended, the Government must
recognise that it is becausn ther are making

e stapd  here in plecy of  three men.
(Laughter.)
The SepereTsRY vor PUBLIC Wonks: That is

a compliment to you.

Mr. DEACON: The trouble is that those
other two men had votes, and they are
always of more use than talk when any
matter comes up affecting the great distrizg
I have the honour to represent.

Mr. Pease: They were a poor lotf.

Mr. DEACON : They were not a Hoor lot.
I notice that the Government miend fo
oxtend the provisions of the Industriz! Arbi-
tration Act, and I assume that the intension
is to extend them to the farming industry,
which is practically the only imprortant
induatry which at present Is not subject to
the Act. So far as I am concerned, and so
far as the fuymers are concern there is no
objection to pary te the men who we for
them the full value of their services. They
do not begrudge them the same wage as
other men get in other industries—not a shil-
ling—but, 1f the community is going to
impose an extra tax on the industry, the
community must be preparcd to stand up and
pay for it. In any business any incrcased
cost of wages is added to the price of the
article produced; but when you come to
primary production that 1z impossible,
because you have to conform to the world’s
market price, and we have to sell our com-
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modities here as cheaply as they can be pur-
chased elsewhere. If the cost is going to be
put up, the whole community must be pre-
pared to share the loss on the oversen stuff.
For instance, butter is selling in London at
1s. 10d. per lb., and here at 2s. 2d. If the
cost of production is to be increased, it is
quite possible that if the London market
falls to Is. per Ib., we shall have to ask the
local people to pay 3s. per Ib. An extra
price will have to be charged here, because
to a certain cxtent the cost of everything is
passed on to the primary producer. It is
impossible to avoid that in any industry. If
the cost of the things the wheatgrowers
require 1s put up, then they have to recover
as much as possible of the extra cost: and I
hope that, when the Government are extend-
ing the Act, they will do something to pro-
vide that the community will, if nocessary,
bear this extra cost of production. The
Labour party started out with a cheap living
ery an 1914, In 1923 they have to face a
position of dear living—there is no way out
of it—for if they do not provide for the
extra cost of production then there will be
decreased production, and naturally it will
follow then that the people will have to pay
extra prices whether thev like it or not. I
hope, too, that when the Bill is being dis-
cussed family labour will be protected. Arbi-
tration (“ourt awards have interfered very
much with family labour in factories and
shops, for instance, and that point should not
be forgotten in respect of farming.

There is to be an amendment of the Income
Tax Act. and T hope that when it is being
dealt with we shall be able to do full justice
to the people on the land who are paying
two taxes. At present landowners are treated
far worse than other people, because, as= hon.
members know, every man owning more than
a certain amount of land pays both land tax
and income tax. If he owns land of a capital
value of £2.500, he has to pay tax on the
income he derives from it and land tax as
well, whereas if he has a capital of £100,000
in a brewery he has only to pay on his
income.

I hope that when the full Government pro-
gramme is being considered they will go
farther than they have in providing money
for education matters. I do not want to
reflect in any way on their administration of
the Department of Public Instruction, but I
do say that it is starved for monev. No
doubt they will say that is getting more than
any similar department in comparison The
costs are higher in Queensland, and it does
not matter what other States do. we ought
to provide for our own children here. Build-
ings are wanted all over the State, and they
cannot be provided because the department
cannot get money for the purpose. We are
spending loan money in every direction, but
we are spending it very meanly so far as
bringing our school buildings up to date is
concerned. I hope that the departmont will
get far more liberal treatment during the
coming year than in the past. I do not know
what other hon. members may think, but I
know that therc are parts in my electorate
where the children are handicapped for want
of buildings which it is admitted are required,
but which cannot be provided because the
department has not sufficient money.

Then we want more money to provide
cheaper means of getting our goods to
market—either tramways or light railways.
They beat everything else, but there is no

1923—w
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mention of them in the Government pro-
gramme. The farmers can look after their
farming. they can look after thelr markets,
but when it comes to taking their produce to
market they are up against a big problem,
and we sce large areas of good land within
12 miles of a railway lying idle because it is
impossible to cart the stuff that land might
preduce and provide freight for the railways.

I hope the Governiment will look into these
things, and I expeet we shall find that what
they have outlined is net the best they can
bring themselves to do. I anticipate that
there will probably be some other proposals
which are not mentioned in the Speech which
will spoil the whole business, but, at any
rate, I shall give every measure fair
criticism and fair judgment, and assist the
Government in every way to make it better.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): In common with
every hon. member of this Chamber, I wish
to extend a welcome to the new members
and to congratulate them on the excellent
specches they bave made. It is to be hoped
that they will endeavour during their termn
in this House to keep their speeches up to
the high level on which they have started.
[ regret that some of the older members
thought fit to lower the standard of dignity
of this Chamber by indulging in unwarranted
personalities of the people’s representatives.
1 take it that, when a gentleman comes into
this Chamber as a representative of the
people, he comes to put before the Chamber
the opinions of his constituents, and I think
that those opinions are not personalities. I
hope that the high standard that has becn
set will be maintained throughout this Parlia-
ment.

The SrcrReTARY FOR I'usLic Laxps: If the
hon. gentleman does, hs will be different
irom what he has been in other sessions.

Myr. FRY: I hope this session will be
different from the last.

Mr. Corrins: You are starting off badly.

Mr. FRY: There is cortainly room for
improvement on the standard set during the
last Parliament. s

I do not want to go into the details of what
transpired during the clections, but I want
to deal with one or two questions arising
out of the elections. We know that the
factors that were operating had a great
influence upon the result, and there was not
always just and honest consideration in the
attack upon the Opposition. We know that
the Government appealed to the passions of
the people and in splenetic and vicious words
placed hefore them a false position and
characterised it as being truthful. We
appealed to the people on the ground of
reason, and without going into the question
of how many representatives we have in this
Chamber, we are quite satisfied that the
majority of the people of the State are
sound in head, having given us a majority
of tha votes in the aggregate. When hon.
members come here to represent the poople
they should not take up the best part of
their time in indulging in personalities. It
has been said that we are anxious to get
on to the Treasury benches. I make the
confession that T am, and my party is also
anxious to get control of the affairs of the
State to administer them in the best interests
of the people as a whole, I want to refer
to a question that I asked the Secretary for
Railways to-day. This is the question—

“1. Has the necessary survey been

Mr. Fry.]
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made and plans been prepared for the
construction of a railway from the pre-
sent terminus at the Adelaide Steamship
Company’s wharf in Stanley street (near
Victoria Bridge) to the South Brishane
Gas Company’s works in Montague road?

2. If so, will he make known to the
House—(a) The route selected; (§) the
estimated cost of construction; (¢) when
the work of construction will be com-
menced 777

That is a good question, and without any
bias against my opponent at the election
the Minister gave an evasive reply. Why
did he do that? That railway was talked
about twenty years ago, and it was deecided
by the Government of the day and those
who were responsible that the industries
in the district did not warrant the con-
struction of that line. Tt is not a new
proposal. I am at all times prepared to
give the greatest amount of credit that is
possible to my opponent, because I consider
that every man is deserving of what is
coming to him. That railway proposal was
put before the electors of Kurilpa during
the elections. It was only a dummy railway ;
therc was no business in 1. The Government
did net intend to lay a sleeper. They Jid
not intend to make a survey, and they did
not intend to prepare a plan. It was just
a hollow and shameful election promise, in
order to deceive the people and get their
votes. That is why the Minister gave me an
evasive reply. 1f the Government had been
honest in that promise, the Minister would
immediately have said whether or not a
survey had been made, or a plan had been
prepared. He did not do that. He simply
gave an evasive reply. Then, we have the
question of a dangerous crossing at Wool-
loongabba. Was that not put up some time
ago as a dummy, to be talked about? The
Government have not donc anything about
that. That is a dangerous crossing, where
people arc risking their lives day and night.
Why this hollow mockery and sham on the
part of the Governmeni?

I want to deal with the neglect on the
part of the Govertment in a way which
probably has not been touched upon. I
want to quote two cascs in my own elec-
torate. I vefer first of all to the police
station in Kurilpa. T drew attention to this
matter some two or three years ago, and
told the Government that the building was
becoming dilapidated and required attention.
No notice was taken of what I said. What
is the position to-day? The borers have
gone through the timber, and the white ants
have had a real good time. It will now take
probably £300 to £400 to put it in order,
whercas, when I spoke, it could probably
have been repaired for £20 or £30. The
question of the West End State School I
have drawn attention to timc and time again.
The school is by no means large cnough to
accommodate the children who are there.
The Government, during the elections, did
put up an extra 10 feet, but the position has
not been improved. There is a shed where
the children have to shelter, and the rain
can come through the roof. You can stand
under the roof and see daylight through it.
If the Government will take notice and spend
a few pounds on iron, they will probably
save that shed, otherwise it will fall into
a state of disrepair, and it will be necessary
to build a new shed at an enormous cost.

[Myr. Fry.
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I want to refer to some of the Government
propaganda during the elections. Une
circular was headed, *“ The Ilouse that Jack

Built.” They forgot, when talking about
“The House  that Jack Built,” that the

Government had so increased the royalty on
timber that an eleetor had to pay £50 more
for his timber. Since 1914 to the present
day the royalty on timber has increased from
Is. 6d. to 17s. 6d. per 100 feet, resulting in
approximately £70, or, in the mean, £60,
to be paid for a worker’s dwelling.

Mr. CorLiNg: Is the hon. member sure of
that?
Mr. RoBERTS: You can safely say that a

quarter of the cost of the timber is paid in
royalties to the Government.

Mr. FRY: I will give the hon. member
the benefit, and say £50. Who pays that
£507 The man who has to keep his wife

and family, and educate them and clothe
them and provide for them. has to pay that
money. Probably he has to work and save
for years to get that £50. When vou talk
about “ The House that Jack Built,” bear
in mind that, while Jack is building his
house, the Government are killing him with
the royalty on timber.

Hon. F. T. Brenxan: If there were no
royalties, the timber combine would still
keep up the price of timber.

Mr. FRY: I am not concerned with
timber ring; I am concerned with
interests of the eclectors and the claimsy
Government made as the benefactors of
man who was looking for a home. At
same time as they were claiming to be

the
the
the
the
the
his

benefactor, they were bleeding him for
rovalty. .'l‘hat is a matter of grave considera-
tion to him.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who

owns the timber at the present time?

Mr. TRY : The Government may be saving
those forests now, and thus saving them for the
people, but, on the houn. gentleman’s own logic,
this State is indebted to the foresight of past
Governments for having preserved these
forests for it. If Jack does build his house
under this scheme, the Goverrment are
robbing him of about £50 at the same time.
It is high time that a Forestry Bill was
introduced. The Government at the present
lime are reaping huge profits from the
forests and are 1e‘tuxnmg very liitle of this
roney to the forests. I have the details here,
but I do not want to take up the time of
the House by going into the figures; but the
fauct remains that the Government have
reaped fhousands and thousands of pounds
from the forvests and have spent very little on
reafforestation. I would like to know more
about the export duty or border tax which
wias imposed by the Government on logs
exported to othrl States. Clause 1 of this
proclamation, issued on 29th June. 1920, pro-
vided for the appropriation by the Govern-
ment of—

“ All logs of hoop pine and bunya pine
now on trucks of any State railway within
25 miles of the General Post Office at
Brisbane or the Gencral Post Office at
Maryborough, or hereafter to come or be
on trucks on any such State railway
aforesaid.”

That ploclamatmn was issued by the Govern-
ment under the Sugar Acquisition Act. We
kuow that the (lovernment can do many
things under that Act, but I wish to draw
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particular attenlion to the fact that in issning
this proclamation the Government were
humiliated by being compelled by a private
firm in Sydney not only to withdraw it but
to return what money they had collected by
way of tax and pay the legal expenses of the
fitm. We have heard nothing about that. This
goes to show the desire of the (overnment
to get moncy by hook or by crook. by fair
means or foul, but they werc guilty of an
act of foolishness or negligence, as they
should have known just how far their Acts of
Parliament would have permitted them to
go. Their action was an attempt to get
around the Commonwealth Constitution. It
was a distinet viclation of that Clonstitution,
and was therefore unconstitutional and
iliegal. 1In order that hon. members may see
that T have good grounds for makirg this
assertion, I wish to state that I have in my
possession a copy of the proccedings in the
High Court taken by A. C. Saxton and Sons,
Sydney, against the Queensiand Government.
As I get no reply from the front Government
bench, I take 1t that it is freely acknow-
ledged to be a fact. Tt just shows that, when
forced into such a position, the Government
adopt any pretext in order to sccure money
from any source, They have, as a matter of
fact, taxed every source available, and are
at their wit's end what to do next.

I wish to draw attention to a pamphlet
issued in the course of the elections entitled
¢ Queensland’s Deficits.”” It was an election
dodge, and it should be mentioned in reply
to the Governor’s Speech. The Government
puts before this House its policy in that
Speech, and it is just as well that we should
criticise it in 1ts true form. We find in this
pamphlet a list of deficits under previous
Governments. I want to point ouf a few of
the inaccuracies which the Government put
ferward in this pamphlet. It states that
during the period 1889-1893 therc were
accumulated deficits of over £1,000,000. Then
it says this—

“Bear this in mind, thers were no
disasters, and no burdens of war, cyclones,
droughts, or epidemics.”

As a matter of fuct, there was a drought in
that period, and there was a great flood
which nearly wiped out Brisbune.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
you in this country then?

Mr. FRY: I am an Australian born, and
I am proud of it. What is more, I am the
first native of Kurilpa tc represent that
electorate in this House. Thal is why I am
here, and why the Government cannot shift
me.

Hon. F. T. Brexxax : We will shift you.

Mr. FRY: Yes; but not by fair means.
The electors of Kurilpa are very =ane people,
and they are not to be carried away by any
here-brained schemes, such as the promise
to construct that railwaz.

Hon. F. T. Brexnan : It won’t go on.

Were

Mr. FRY : 3t was never intended to go
on, and here we have confirmation of that
from the Assistant Home Secretary, who says
it will not go on.

At 10 p.m.,

The Speatir resumed the chair.

Mr. FRY : Go along into the next year.
They stop in 1803, and then they go on again

twenty wvears after. In the meantime I
looked up all the Auditor-General’s reports,
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and then the reason why they stopped twenty
rears ago was obvious, for In every year
after 1903 there were great surpluses. Is
that honest? s it hLonest for the Govern-
ment to point out deficits?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Can you
tell the conneection betwoen the liquor trade
and a box of chocolates? (Government
laughter.)

Mr. FRY : I did not want to touch on this
questicn, but I am now bound to defend
myself. We know very well that the liquor
trade wuos behind the Government in ‘this
election.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A long
way behind.

Mr. FRY: I will quote the Government
“Whip’s” statement to back up my conten-
tion.  We know that at the Emu Park Con-

vention the hon. member for Queenton said
during the debate on the liquor resolution—
which  was apparently rather stormy at
times—
¢ It was a current rumour that a com-
pact had been entered into between the
party and the trade, for reasons which
would be to the benefit of both.”
(Government dissent.)

The SPREAKER : Order!

Mr. FRY: Ir 1911, in “ Hansard,” wvol.
cix., page 1427, the Premicr made an able
speech, and one which was very creditable
to };im, but talking about the liquor trade he
salrd—

“Tt has supplied bribes and hush
money, and the money to fight political
elections, and has fought on every

possible occasion and has always come
out on top.”

I want to know how far behind the
Governmant was the trade. Did they supply
bribes? Did they supply hush money? Did
they supply political funds? We have it
that they supplied huge sums of money to
Lelp the Government in the elections. I am
going to say, when hon. members opposite
talk about bribery, theyx should clean out
their own nest. If the Government had been
honest with that case of bribery before the
House last vear, they would have had a full
investigation, but they did not do so, and
when they were at the hustings they inferred
that we were interested. As a matter of
fact, we would have been right behind the
Government in having it cleaned up. If
the Deputy Premier comes to his feet with
such personal interjections, I am going to
ask him where his party stands, so far as
this thing is concerned. Is it a fact that
the Liquor Bill is to be brought in at a
price of £25,0007 Is it a fact that we are
geing to have a Liguor Bill limiting the
sale of liquor between the hours of & a.m.
and 8 p.wa. for that price?

An Oprasiriox Meuser : £35,000.

Mr. FRY: Well, £35,000. I say, if it is
right to bring in an amendment of the
Laguor Bill, then it should not be at the
price of an, monetary consideration.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why do
you suggest the cost is £25,0007?

Mr. FRY : I am asking you to name the
cost. It was the “Whip” of the Government
party who made a charge. I put up the
Premier and his comment as to what is

Mr. Fry.)
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dene. I e:k the hon. gentleman to justify
the position. VYou are skating on thin iee,
and, bear in mind that, although you sit up
as moralists, you will very soon fall through
the ice.

The SPEAXER: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Mr. FRY : T did not. intend to refer to this
matter when I got up, but I was dragged into
it by the Secretary for Agriculture.

The hon.

Mr. Hy~es. You must have had your notes
roady.

Mr. FRY : Being a very careful man, 1 am
always prepared for any action on the part
of the Government. At all times I refrain
from attacking any person until I am
attacked, buvt when I am attacked I always
reply to the best of my ability.

Now let us come to the question of the
socialization of industry. I do not want to
go very far into that matter, but I want to
know where the Government stand. We were
told by the Premier that his party had not
gone “red.” The other day he told us that,
and we have been waiting to hecar members
on the Government side explain their posi-
tion and tell us what they mean by the
socialization of industry. The objective was
not talled about during the clection, and we
asked the reason why. We know that the
Secretary for Mines told us in Paddington
on 20th April, 1923, that the wages system
is inconststeut with the Labour platform.

The SrCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What is
wrong about that?

Mr. FRY: Do you agrec with it?
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. FRY : The hon. gentieman evaded the
matter before, and, when I put a plain
question to him now, he evade: it again.
Is he, like the rest, not game to stand up to
the “Red Chiective’” ?

The SECR/TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What is
the “ Red Cbjective”?

 Mr. FRY: I am going to tell you, If it
is part of your policy and your platform
that there are to be no wages, it must also
be part of your policy that there should be
no cash. And to follow it out to its logical
end, there must be conscription of labour.

You caunot compel people to work for
nothing, unless you apply some military
systemy of hard-and-fast discipline.

The SucrFTaRY ror Mings: I said the

result of labour should go to those who

produce, and not to the drenes.

Mr. FRY : The producer. whoever he may
be, should have the result of his labour; but
I want to know who these drones are. 1
know there are some drones on the other
side; but I am not going to indulge in
personalitics. Take the definition of
“ socialism’ as given in the dictionary sup-
plied to us in Parliament House. It reads—

“Socialism:  Any  theory of social
organisation aiming at the abolition of
individual action and the setting up of
co-operative action. A system which
makes community »f property a necessary
condition of political improvement.”

All these definitions are based upon Karl
Marx. These people have read Bellamy's
“Looking Backward,” and they base all
their conclusions on some theory which can-

(Mr. Fry.
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not stand to-day. If we are going to have
the abolition of individual action, and if
community of property is a mnecessary con-
dition of poelitical improvement, and the
payment of wages 1s inconsistent with the
Labour platform, we get some definition of
the Government’s Objective. I am goiug to
connect the Government up with this reso-
lution which was passed at the Trades Hall
the other day, at which meeting the Govern-
ment were represented—

“Thai this May Day gathering of
workers send fraternal greetings to the
workers of Russia.”

That, first of all, showed that the Govern-
ment are entirely with the Russian move-
ment. 'That was at the proceedings in the
Trades Hall on the 1st May, and it connects
the Government up with Russia. The com-
plete resolution was as follows :—

“That this May Day gathering of
Brisbane workers send fraternal greet-
ings to the workers of Russia, and
pledges itself to do all in its power to
consolidate the results of their glorious
revolution.”

Then we come to Trotsky. who is the partner
in Russia of Lenin. Speaking on the economic
situation in an article published in Berlin
from “8.W. 48 Fredrich-strasse 225 111
1€/1/23,” M. Trotsky sazys—

*To-dav we gan no longer doubt that
in the majority of capitalist countries
the nroletariat will only come into power
after an obstinate, severe, and lasting
civil war. In other words, the proletariat
of Turope will have to strike at the roots
of the enemy’s power before conquering
State power, not after this conquest.”

This is Tretsky, the man who is leading this
Russian revolution which this Government
have pledged themselves to support. . He
contends that it will never come into opera-
tior until there has been civil war. When
Marx wrote his theories, he was under the
impression that the wealth of the country
would drift into the hands of a few indivi-
duals, and that the workers would become
isorganised and poorer. In fact, the term
he used is to the cffect that the rich would
become richer and the poor would become
poorer. That is not the case to-day, for,
when the great war which shook the whole
of the universe got into swing, it dislocated
the whole of the commercial activities of
the world and changed entirely the basis of
things., To-day it is not a question of sociali-
sation of industry, but a question of indus-
trial democracy. co-operation, and profit-
sharing. The difference between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition is that the Govern-
ment are living upon some theory which was
fropounded in Europe when conditions were
deplorable. The late war went a long way
to remove that state of things, and to-day
the business firms of the world are more
and more taking into their management the
representatives of the workers, and giving
them a share of the profits. The principle
which is adopted is that men are paid the
basic wage, and they devote ihemselves
wholly to making themselves efficient in
order to compete with other firms and busi-
nesses in other parts of the world. When
dividends are declared, not only do they get
the basic wage, but they take also a share
of the profits they have helped to make. I
know that the worker on a weekly wage can
save very little. He has to pay rent, keep his
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wife and family, and clothe them, and he
has only cne thing with which to do it, that
is, the cupital he posse in his energy,
brain power, and physical ability. The
tendency throughout the world is clearly to
unite 1n co- opolatmn the two capitals—the
capital of money, machinery, and property,
and the capital "of the energy, brain power,
and the physical ability of the worker. The
war has rcsulted in throwing the rich and
the poor into the ranks.

Mr. Hyxes: More exploitation goes on in
the world to-day than ever.

Mr. FRY : The hon. member may be doing
it. He may know; I do not. I want to
quote a case that came under my notice in
camp in Brisbane here. I was speaking to
an officer aboui the men gcnuall s and he
pointed out a man and said, © That man is
my boss in civil life.” He then was a private
in the ranks. That is the sort of thing that
wont on throughout the world. It taught the
true meaning of co-operation, comradeship,
and friendship, and the uselessness of ths
waste which was going on in the world, and
it has evolved in the minds of the people
something far higher than they had ever
conceived before—that is, that they can only
eliminate wast: and make a true profit by
working together for their advancement. It
is not, as 1t was in Marx’s time, a question
of making as much money as possible: it is
a ques tion of realising as much happiness as
possible. Men realise that money is only a
means of exchange. a means to an end, and
that is \\1101(‘ the Government and we differ.

They = say, ‘ Bocialisation of industry”; we
say,  Industrial democracy. co-opcration,
and proﬁt sharing.” They are living in the
past; we live in the present, and time will

tell which is right. They know as well as we
do that they are not game to talk *‘ socialisa-
tion of industrv.”” Not one of them was
game to do it during the election. We talked
profit sharing. I talked it, and I believe in
it, and I believe that the salvation of the
working man and woman lies in getting the
full results of their labour in co-cmeration
between the two capitals. We want it under-
stood that we do not stand for the reduction

of wages, but rather for a higher =tandard
of living, for good wages, and an equitable

share of the profit which the employee by his
servico—his capital—helps to create. Reduc-
tion of wages should not be considered until

every other avenue has been exploited to
save waste, etc.

OpposITioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MMy, EDWARDS (Nanango): 1 wish to
congratulaie you, Sir, upon your elevation
again to the position of Speaker. 1 con-
sider thm, your anpomtmem so far as this
House is corcerned, is a popular one. I
also wish to COF”l'ltuldt the mover and

seconder of the Address in Reply en the tone
of their speeches. They are young men, and
T hope that they will continue to participate
in the debates in the tone in which they have
started.

I wish to deal with the seathing cviticism
which was levelied at the Opposmon last
night by the Premier, and which was
abso]utely unwarranted.

Mr. Dasr: You have a job.

Mr. EDWARDS: The statement made by
the Premier concerning the Qpposition would
lead one to believe. in the first place, that
the Opposition should not under any con-
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sideration criticise the faults and shorteem-
ings of the Government. Hc said that
Labour did not speak with two volces. I
am going to show that the Premier himself
has pxow‘d to the people that he, at leass,
can speak with two voices. He ‘did so at
the 1921 T.abour Convention, which passed the
objective which the Labour party at present
is pledged to carry out.

Mr. Dasu: What is 1t 7

Mr. EDWARDS: I will read it, and I
will read the Premier’s remarks, and I will
prove that he was absolutely brought intc
line ana whipped into submission by the
outside junta which controls him and hon.
members cpposite.

Mr. Dasu: Read the mimutes
Country party meeting as well.

Mr. EDWARDS: This is the resolution—

“That the socialisation of industry,
production. distribution, and exchange
be the objective of the Australian Labour
party.”’

Mr. Hyxis: What is wrong with that?

Mr. EDWARDS: There is nothing wrong
with it, so far as the hon. member 1s
concerned,

Mr. Hyxgs: What does if

Mr. TDWARDS: I will quote the hon.
member’s ovx leader to show what it means.

Mr. Dasu: The hen. genileman does not
know what 1t means.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. gentleman
understood it, possibly he would get out of
the party to which he belongs. When the
vote was taken on that resolution, Messrs.

of the

mean ?

Weir, Riovrdai,.and Demaine xoted for 1it,
and Mesairs. Theodore, McCormack, and
McDonald voted against it. That means

that the Premier and the present Secretary

for Publi: Lands did not believe 1n that
resolution. Let me quote the Premier’s
remarks at the time—

“ He would like to know how the

farmers would get on under the socialisa-
tion of industry. Ther might as well
change the name of the party and call i}
the Comnmn1=t10 party. There was bound
to be a snht in the movement. It meant
a  comp! lote departure from the old

Labour ideals, and dls1upt10n m  the
movement must follow.”
Then he went on to say—

“Afust we swallow this communistic

programme without a struggle?”

But he had to.

Mr. PEASE:
cver there.

Mr. EDWARDS: He had to swallow them
without a struggle.

Mr. Prasi: You  fought the
that, and went dewn.

Mr. EDWARDS: I like to =ee the hon.
member interjecting, as I know that I am

hurting him. In answer to the Premier, the
ckairman said—

“ With the carrying of tHe resolution
the old objective of the Labour party
would be wiped out.”

Vet the Premier told us last night that it is
cxactly the same Labour party that has been
in existence for thirty years.

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Edwards.]

And here we are, and you are

election on
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Mr. EDWARDS: That convention carried
th> resolution in defiance of the Premier and
the then Home Secretary. That objective was
tabled at the Einu Park Convention last year,
affirmed, and placed at the head of the
perty’s platforin as the objective of the State
Labour party. ThHat proves beyond doubt
that the Premier Has been whipped into sub-
mission by the outside junta.

The Premier is absolutely wrong and
unjustified in suying that the Opposition or
even members of the Government party
should not point out the defects or disabili-
tics that the people are labouring under.
They would nct be doing their duty to the

electors who sent them here if they came
irto this Houss and did not point out the
troubles of the people, particularly the

troubles that the people in the country dis-
tricts are labouring under. When those self-
satisfied members on the other side of the
House delude themselves with the idea that
ail is well with the producers of this State
they will find they are making a very grave
mistake. In some of the districts of Queens-
land settlers who have worked for years on
the land are actually starving,
Mr. DasH: You do not say so?

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, without any hesita-
tien; and yet we are told thai, if we bring
these matfers before the State, we are injur-
ing 1t.

Mr, Dasa: You are an old Jeremiah.

Mr. EDWARDS: We say that the Govern-
ment should on every occasion poszsible give
attention to the primary producers and assist
them to develop the country. This has been
preached by the Country party ever since it
camo into existence. The agriculiural policy
adopted by the Government was practically
taken out of the Country party’s platform

Mr. Dass: The hon. member for
said you had no platform.

Mr. EDWARDS: When the Scoretary for
Agriculture introduced the DPrimary Pro-
duicers’ Organisation Bill before the House
the Country party sct out to make it as good
a measure as pos:ible in the interests of the
primary producer. They introduced no less
thun nincteen smendments. Twe of these
were defeated, but one in particular has since
been found bv ‘he Secretary for Agriculture
50 absolutels essential that he has introduced
it into the Bill by way of regulation. That
proves beyond a doubt that here on this side
of the House are the braing of the primary
producer. I ami vot saying this in any cavil-
ling spirit, but o prove that we ara prepared
at all time: bo give you assistance in the
interests of those people who struggle on the
land., Therefors, in any measure coming
forward for their ameclioration we shall be
culy too pleased 1o help the Government in
making 1t as good as it should be in the
interests of thoss people.

Last night, in reference to our railways,
the Premier said that no Covernment could
make the railways pay, and he asked the

Opposition if, in the ecvent of their being
returned to power, they would make them
pay either by cutting down the rates of

wages or by raising the freights. I say
without hesitation that for years the means
that could be adopted to make the railways
of Queensland pay have been pointed outf to
the Premier. That is by loading the rail-
ways with the products of the “State and
encouraging and building up the secondary
industries. I want to prove that, if that were

[Mr. Edwards.
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done, we would not be running three trains
on the railways, but we would go back to the
old times and run ten or twclvn trains a
weel with profit.

Mr. Prssi: Your crowd killed the sugar
industry.
Mr. EDWARDS: That interjection is

thrown out just to draw me off the track,
Mr. Prasy: It is very serious.
Mr. EDWARDS: If T had the inconsis-
tency of the hon. member who throws out
that accusation, I certainly would not have

gone before the primary producers for
election. (Government dissent.)
At 10.30 p.m., under the provisions of

Standing Order No. 17,

The SPEAKER put the question for the
adoption of the Address in Reply.

Question put and passed.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS IN
REPLY.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
C'hillegoe): 1 have to inform the House that
His Excellency the Governor will receive Mr.

Speaker, the mover and scconder of the
Addrm;», and such other members as care to
attend, at Government House on Monday

at 2.30 p.m.

SUPPLY.
(C'OXRTITUTION OF COMMITTEE,
The PREMIER : I beg to move—

“That the Fouse will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider t«c Supply to
be granted to Iis Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

WAYS AND MEANS.
CoxsTITUTIoN OF COMMITTEE.
The PREMIER: 1 beg to move—

“ That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of Ways and
Means for raising the Supply to be
granted to Flis Majesty.”

Question put and passed.

PEST DESTROYERS BIiLL.
IxmriatioN IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Zacham): I beg to
move—

“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to regulate the sale of insec-

ticides, funsfxmd@ vermin destroyers,
and \\eed destroyers, and for other pur-
poses.

The fruit scction of the Council of Agri-
culture for some considerable time has been
asking thuat legislation of this character
should be placed on the statute-book. At
the conference of Ministers at Perth last
vear we passed resolutions on the question,
and various conferences of agricultural
chemists have dealt with the matter. Similar
legislation is on the statute-books of Victeria,
South Australia, and all the States of
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America in connection with sheep dip, sprays,
and various pear poisons and other mixtures
sold, and it is neccessary that the farmers
should Le protected. Tests will be made,
the sellers must be registered. and generally
the farmers will be protected against paying
high prices for stuff that is of no value.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAL . reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

F1irsT READING.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I beg to present the Bill, and move—

“That the Bill be read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

now

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

TRUST ACCOUNTS BILI.
INtTIaTION IN C'OMMITTEE.
(M. Kirwan, Brishawe, in the ¢hair))

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, #linders): I bey to move—
. “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for the regulation
and management of Trust Accounts,”

The Bill provides that certain persons shall
be trustees, such as barrieters, solicitors,
public accountants, convevancers, and so on.
All monevs received by these trustees shall
be paid into a bank to a special or general
trust account until such time as thoy are
expended or invested in the manser desived
by the owner. he Bill alss  prevides
that all these trust accounis will be periodi-
cally audited by men authorised to do so by
the Government. This Bill is urgently
required, because, as hon. members know,
within the locality of Brisbane alouc in
recent vears there  have been no  lesy
than three esses in  which truwt
have been ewmbezzled aggrvegating £50
and a greas deal mors moner has been em-
bezzled thiat has not come to light. This
Bill will save dozens of people from ruin.
Many pecple have unfortunately already
beent ruined by the emberzlement of trust
funds.  The Bill will really be a protection
to the professions concerned and alss to the
general public.

M. T.;\‘v’L()R: Does it vefrr 1o companies
such as the Quecrsland Trustecs, Limited ¥

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Oh,
only to individuals,

Question put and passad.

The House resumed.

The CmairasN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The re=olution was agreed to.

ne;

FIrsT READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Ilon. J.

Mullan. Flinder I beg to present the Bill,
and move—
“That the Bill be now read a
time.”
Question put and passed.
The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

first
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WORKERS COMPENSATION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirvan, Brishane, in the cleir.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Zlinders): I beg to move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Workers (fom-
pensation Acts, 1916 to 1921, in certain
particulars,”

The Bill which will be founded upon this
resolution proposes to alter the definition of
“ Queensland ship,” to enable workers who
are engaged on ships trading in Queensland
waters to come under the provisions of the
Workers’” Compensation Act. If a nisn is at
present engaged on a ship which is trading
between two ports in Quecnsland, and the
head office of the company which owng the
ship is situated at Adelaide, he is neither
entitled to the bencfits of the Federal Soa-
men’s Compensation Act nor to the benefit of
the Queensland Workers’ Comipensation Act,
because he is outside the scope of both
Tederal and State Acts. We are now amend-
ing the Act by this Bill. so" that that worker
will come under the provisions of our Act.
WMr. TavLor: Ilow will vou get the com-
pensation—from the head office?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is quite
casy. It will be awcssed on the wage: earned
br that worker in Queensland. - We alqo
propese to modify the definition of ** worker”
to enable a contractor, who is substantially a
worker, but who now i3 exciuded from the
provisions of the Act, to coine under them.
The Bill will alse amend the miners’ phthisis
provisions ~f the Act, to cnable a miner
who becomes a victita to the discase, but
who has not worked for the 300 days or the
500 days spreificd in the Aet since 1916 to
count his mming history from the date he
worked in mining prior to 1916, They are
mercly amendments to enable the depart-
ment to geot over technical difficulties which
have avisen.

. Rosrnts .

Ave many men affected?

The ATTORNEY-GENLERAL: A good
many ave affected, but I hope that the
number will be a decroasing one. I find it

difficult to exclude men through technical
diffienltics. and this Bill will enable me to
do what is desirable with the authority of
an Act of Parliament.

Mr., ROBERTS (Fest Toowoombu): I
would like to point out that it was under-
stoed  that we would adjourn after the
debate on the Address in Reply had been
disposed of and that quite a number of
members have not waited in the Chamber in
consequence.  They will therefore miss any
opportunity they might desive to attempt to
widen the sccpe of any of the measures which
are being introduced. because at any later
stage ther will enly be able to move amend-
ments to a Bill in the form in which it is
placed before them. Having said that, I
wish to ask the Minister whether he cannot
sce his way to make provision with regard
to another matter. At present a number of
diseascs, such as Asiatic cholera, bubounis
plague, and diphrheria arc industrial disesses
in any employment in connection with any
hospital or ambulance brigade. We desire to
see all workers get the greatest possible bene-
fits, and I would like the Minister to make
provision for the inclusion of workers cngaged

Mr. T. B. Roberts.]
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in yndertaking. At present they do not come’

under the Act, and T thiuk they should be
entitled to the benefit: of compensation.

The ATrorNeY-GENERsL: It is not necessary
to wake an amendment of the Act. Section
14 (B) provides that the list may be amended

7 Order in Council,

. Mr. ROBERTS: I hope the Minister will
include it, Quite a large number of men arc
engaged in the undertaking business.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will cer-
tainly give the matter the fullest considera-
tron.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CuaRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

‘he resolution was agreed to.

Frrst READING.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, #?inders) presented the
moved—
_“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”
Question put and passed.
The second reading of the Bill was made
an Orvder of the Day for Tuesday next.

(Elon. J.
Bill and

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W. Forgan Smith, Mackay): 1 beg
to move—

. “That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act of 1916 in certain parti-
culars.”’
The main purpose of the Bill is to extend
the benefits of industrial arbitration to indus-
trics that are now specifically excluded from
the provizions of the principal Act. Under
tbe amending Bill we propose to include all
classes of =workers within the State who
desire to come within the ambit of the bene-
fictal protection of the Arbitration Court.
\\.Q intend, under the Bill, to make pro-
vision for the setting up of machinery which
will adequately control apprentices, and
will give an_incentive to a proper policy of
opprenticezhip being carried on within' the
State with a view to giving boys here an
opportunity of learning skilled irades. There
ere other amendments which are iargely of
@ machinery character which have been
found necessary as the result of several years’
opcrations of the principal Act.

. Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The proposed
introduction of the Bill is a very great mis-
take. When the principal Act was before
thiz Chamber, the Government sent it to the
Logls]_atlve Council on two or threc occasions
containing provisions including certain call-
ings under its operations. Those callings
included  fruit-growing, dairying, and one
or two others, and on two or three occasions
ther wore excluded by the Legislative
Council from the operations of the Act. We
know that in the sugar industry and . in
probably some other industries, the rural
workers are brought under the operations of
the Act,

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS :
should they not be?

[Mr. T. R. Eoberts.

Why
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Mr. TAYLOR : The sugar industry is an
industry that we are able to stabilise. We
can tell the man who is growing the sugar-
cane just what he is going to get for his
sugar. Under the last sugar agreement we
were able to do that for a number of years.
Neither the Minister, nor myself, nor any
other man can tell a farmer what he is
going to get for his wheat or fruit or any-
thing that he may produce in any particular
vear. Those particular men have been
cxcluded from the Arbitration Act pre-
viously. We have no way of stabilising the
piices in these particular industries. I think
1t is absolutely impossible to stabilise the
prices in thess industries, because we are
producing more in these lines, not only in
Quecnsland, but in Australia to-day, than is
Leing consumed. Sugar -comes under a
different citegory to these products so far
as the price 1s concerned.

Me. Hyxrs: We had a sugar award before
there was a sugar agrecment.

Mr. TAYLOR: That may be so, but the
sugar industry has now grown to such a
tremendous extent that the production is
meeting the whole of our requirements, but
even at the time the hon. member for Towns-
ville refers to the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company were able to tell the growers what
they were able to pay him twelve months or
two years ahead.

Mr. Hynes: No fear.

Mr. TAYLOR : They made contracts from
one to two years ahead, and I am sure that
the member for Herbert will bear me out
in that statement.

The PreMIER: The Colonial Sugar Refining
Company did ?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, they made contracts
on what they were prepared to pay.

The PreEMIER: No. What they did was,
they bought the raw sugar and made a first
payment, and then at the end of the year
paid the balance when the sugar was realised.

3Mr. TAYLOR: The grower knew what he
was going to get twelve months ahcad.
(Government dissent.) I say that there is no
crop that we are growing in Queensland or
Australia to-day that we can tell what price
it is going to sell at next year. Any mocember
who knows anything at all or who takes
any particular notice of the wheat industry
of Quecnsland or Australia knows that we
cennot tell the price of the crop next year.

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLic LANDS: Would
you exclude mining from the operations of
the Act on those grounds?

Mr. TAYLOR: That is a purely wpecula-
tive industry.

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLic LaxDs: You
don’t know what you are going to get for
the product.

Mr. TAYLOR : You know what price you
ave going to get for gold.

The SecrReTaRY For PusLic LaxDs: Gold
mining represents ounly & small propertion of
the industry.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have a tribunal which
fixes the prices of these products, and vet
here sou are proposing to introduce these
industries into the scope of this Bill, not-
withstanding that the products are largely
of a perishable nature and that there is a
surplus of production in Queensland and
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Australia, and we have to look for outside
markets for the consumption of the articles.

Mr. Hynes: The same thing applies to tin
and copper.
Mr. TAYLOR: If the Government wish

to increase the cost of living, which is pretty
high at the present time, they cannot do
betfel than proceed with the Bill. Tf it was
not for the strong army of wunpaid labour
represented by the farmer, his wife and
children, the price of butter in Brisbane
to-day would be 5s. per Ib.

OrposITION MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: You have to recollect
these things. You arc also going to make
a greater slave than ever of the farmer, his

- wife, and his children, if wvou introduce
Icgialation like this. "The farmers will not
employ labour if they can help it. They are

now working the round of the clock, and the
Bill will compol them to continuc domg £0.
I hope the Government will think well over
this. I am not opposing the Bill becauss I
sit on this side of the House. I cortainly
approve of the principle of trying to bring
as many workers as possible under the scope
of the Act, but to bring any of these parti-
cular industries I have mentioned under its
scope will be one of the greatest mistakes
and calamities that have ever befallen this
State.

Hon. F. T. BrExnaN: Under
Pool Act you have got it now.

Myr. DEscON: No.

Mr. TAYLOR: I was drawn off the track
a few minutes ago. Anyone who is following
the trend of affairs will know that our
farmers during the coming season will plo—

bab]y have 1o scll any surplus
[11 p.m.] wheat they have at from 2s. 6d.
to 3s. f.0.h. at the various ports

of Australia. Yet it is proposed that they
should come under the operations of this Bill.
That will be dirastrous 10 them and to
Queensland generally, and will increasc their
slavery. You will make them greater slaves
than they are at the present time.

A GoverNMENT MewBgr: Why dida’t you
oppose the Wheat Pool Bill?

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 very
strongly support the spirited remarks made
by the leader of the Opposition in connection
with the introduction of this Bill. It is not
the first time that this Ilouse has been forced
to give consideration to this kind of Bill, and
that the good sense of the 1Touse has scen the
wisdom of contesting legislation in connection
with bringing the d 2irying and farming
industries nndor the Arbitration Court.

The SEcRETARY For Pusric Works: What
do you think this Bill will do for the worker
and those you are talking about?

Mr. G. . BARNES: It is going to limit
preduction.  The burden of the Premier’s
speech last night, if it had a burden, had to
do with production and with zettling people
on the land. Australia, and Queensland in
particular, were pointed out as countries
offering rare opportunitics for settlement.
'lhmg should be no attempt to impose con-
ditions of this kind upon an industry that s
greatly dependent upon emplorment. It is a
sumul'u thing that, linked up with this idea,
is the idea of apprenticeship. T had mtended
to stress this particular aspect. What is it
that has caused the exodus from the Downs?

The SECRETARY For PUuBnic Works: What
is causing it in REurope?

the Wheat

[19 Jory.]
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G. P. BARNES: I.do know that what

hns kllled the agricultural and dairying
industries to a very large extent on the
Downs

Mr. FoLEy: The middlemen

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member

krnows nothing about it. The sons of the
favmers have not been able to carry on, or
there has been no inducement for them to
remain on the farmg of their fathers for this
good reason—that they could not under any
given circumstances earn a sum at all in
keeping with what they could obtain in the
cities and clsewhere, and the result is that
che young life ‘n the country is m: akirg for
tize citics. What is it that killed '1pprentlce-
ship? It is this: The boys obtzin a man’s
vages bofore ihey are able to earn those
wages. They veceive an amount altogether
in excess of what they should be paid. The
fact is that the judges are temperamentally
urfitted to arbitrate in cases of this kind.
Only this week T had a conversation with a
public servant who has been in the service
for sonie thirty yecars, and his words to me
were—
“Here I am only getting some £4 10s.
a week. My boy has arrived at the age
of twenty-one, and he is earning as much
as I am earning, and it is not fair.”
We have to set out to improve the conditions
and the positions of the wmarried men. They
are the men who should receive attention.
Cur sympathies should go out to the fathers
who have carried the burden of life, and weo
are now making provision for a rate of pay
fov the boys which is to the disadvantage of
the boys and sometimes to the disadvantage
of the girls, too, and which is altogether in
advance of what they should receive. We on
this side do not care so long as the industry
con carry the burden that is placed upon if,
but I unhesitaiingly say thab the dalrnng
and agricultural industries of this State will
nct, and cannot, bear the burden that will
beo pla.cod upon them by the passage of this
3. In the interests of the people on the
land I oppose *ith all my heart and all my
strength the introduction of this measure as
being inimical tc the best interests of the
country and the people.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 do not
think the Government fully understand what
this Bill will mean. It is not so much a
matter of wages bec wse we do not hear any
growling from
wages. Not a imgle person in a,r_rucultura]
cvntles apart from the sugar districts, desires
this measure. I think it will be a very bad
thing, and will do harm to the farming
industry. How are you going to regulate
the hours of work on a farm und limit them
to cight hours a day?

The Secrerary ¥OR PuBLic Wonks: We are
not proposing to fix the hours under this
Bill.

Mr. DEACON: But the Arbitration Court
judges will.  They put the wheat industry
under the operation of the Arbitr ration Court
award, but it was not thought wise or pru-
dent to apply the award. as it would not
worl:, What is to prevent farm employees

coming before the Arbitration Court 111;191
this Bill and claiming the basic wage?
The Premier: Do you think they are

entitled to it?

Mr. DEACON: Entitled to wages, yes;
but can vou show us how it is going to be
done, and how they can be paid “the wages ?

M. Deacon.]
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Mr. Couving: The farmers used to pay 10s.
a week and tucker in my time.

Mr. DEACON : That was what the farmers

got. Farmers have to pay according to the
market. If the Government say the con-

sumers will have to pay the increase, they
should let us know that now, so that we will
know where we stand. The Bill will mean
that every man who is farming with paid
labour will have to get rid of it. There is
no possibility of any farmer carrying on his
industry under any award. How 1s dalrying
going 1o be worked under an eight-hour day
systerm?  You have to milk cows in the
morning and also at night. If the Govern-
ment had more experience of farming they
would not be so anxious to bring in this Bill.
It i3 not fair that the Government shoald
include in the scope of the Act farming
occupations, and thus incrcase the cost of
production of primary products without
making provision to meet the increased cost
of production to the farmer. (Goverament
interjections.) I am only pointing out the
dangers of the Bill, and T would like to get
more information. Is it to be within the
power of the Minister to bring farming
industries under the operation of the Act by
proclamation, cr are thev to be included by
the Bil] itself? If the Minister will tell me,
I will sit down. It is not ouly in the interests
of the farmer, but in the interests of the
working man who uses primary products,
that these things should be explained. There
is another matter I would like to mention—
that of apprenticeship.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon, momber will
not be in order in discus:ing that matter on
this motion.

My, TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 think that it
ix a matter for very great regret to find
members ow the Government side treating
this measure in the way in which they are.
They seem to think that it is a hig joke.

The Paewmrr: What about the Country
party member: who are not here at all?

Mr. TAVLOR: I think this Bill is any-
thing but a joke. Certain members of the
Government have referred to what they
call the rapacity of the middlemen and the
millers.  There are thousands of men who
owe the fact of their being on the land to
the credits extended {o them by the store-
kespers. who are called the middlemen of this
State.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
tcader of the Opposition will confine his
remarks to the resolution before the Com-
mittoe,

Mr. TAVLOR: I am replring to cerfain
interjections. 1t was stated that there were
a large number of people who were not
successful on the land because they had
been expleited and ““ rooked 7 by the middle-
men.  The middiemen have been able to
place men on the land who have become
successful farmers. If hon. members opposite
lived for & thousand years, they would not
do as much good for the primary producers
as bhas bheen done by the zo-called middle-
men of this State.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will confine his remarks to
th» resolution before the Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: I was going to show the
difficulties that the primary producers have
had to contend with and to say that, if
further difhcultics are placed in their way,

[r. Deacon.
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they are going to be still more hampered in
their industry. Take the milling industry,
which is dependent on the wheat-growing
industry. I am not a miller, but I claim
to have a knowledge of that industry second
to that of no other man in this Chamber. If
cver an industry had to fight for its very

existence, that one had in order to got a
foothold in this State.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the

hon. gentleman will confine his remarks to
the resolution before the Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am trying to show that
this Bill will make it very much mors diffi-
cult to carry on the agricultural industry
in this State. I am trying to point out the
difficult position that that industry has been
in over wsince it started in this State. It
has had to compecte with the whole of the
Commonsealth. DBoth wheat and flour have
been sent from other’ States to Queensland.
The Bill wili make it more difficult for that

industry to maintain its position in the
State.
Hon. ¥. T. Brexwax: A higher price is

got for wheat in Queensland than in the
other States.

Mr. TAYLOR : If the present events are
any indication, there is going to be a lower
price in the future than we have had for
some yeari.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
kon. geutleman will confine his remarks to
the resolution before the Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am trying to show what
is likely to happen if the Bill becomes law.
The Premier during the election campaign,
side-tracked the matter when hs was asked
if it was the intention of the CGovernment
to introduce a Bill bringing the rural
workers under the operations of the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. This is the reply the
hon. gentiernan gave to a divect question put
to him” on the subject—

“ My friend is not asking the question

for the purpose of information. He is
only trying to embarrass me.”
Surely it was a fair question?
Mr. Guies: Did a farmer or middleman
ask that question?
Mr. TAVLOR :

say—

The Premicr went on to

“ 1 kave been too long in the political
game to be cmbarravsed by a noodle
Then he went on to
party believed in arbi
Arbitration
Th
party

The SrecarTaRy ToR Prenic Womis:
are you opposing the Bill?

Mr. TAYLOR : The Promier should then
have said that he intended to introduce the
Bill at the very first opportunity to bring
these workers under the Act.

OrrostttoN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. TAYLOR: What arc you going to do
with the dairying industry, whore they work
seven davs a week? Will the worke:s in the
industry be allowed double time for Sun-
days?

The SecreTARY FOR TUBLIC WORKS:
are «details that can he dizeussed later
Committes,

v that the
ation: but ic
Court that made the rds,
were other people besides the Laboar
who believed in arbitration.

T.alwur
s the

Why

Those
on in
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Mr. TAYLOR: I want to know whether in
this industry, which works 365 days in the
vear, double time will be previded for on
Qundaw’

The SECRETARY FOR P{TBLIC Worka: The
clause in the Bill reads—
“The Court in its discretion wmay

determine the maximum and minimum
working hours and days in any one
week,”

Mr. TAYLOR: We know perfeetly well
what that will be.
Mr. Dasw: What did you say in vour

o ¥ 9
policy speech?

~Mr. TAYLOR: At the Emu Park Conven-
tion Mr. Dunsian said—

“ They had every right to ask the Go-
vernment to include all wovkers in their
first Act of Parliament, because the Go-
vernment had snent a lot of money in
the twelve months so that those employed
in agrmul‘m‘e in its various ph\ 2y got

the full roward of their labour.”
They did not get the full reward of their
lahour by onc-half.
Mr. Harrery: The middleman acts two-

thirds out of him.

Mr. TAYLOR: You get far more oit of
the farmer than I have cver dono. 1 give
the farmer scmething more than the hon.
member does. I can stand up here and sax
that I play the game,

Mr. Harteey: That is what we are com-
plaining of--sou play your game.

Mr. TAYTLOR: I am not going to play

vour gamec.
Mr. IIvyNes: What about t} at letter to the
Cemmissioney for Railw
Mr. TAYLOR : If the Chailman will allow

me to explain that matter, T will be very
pleased to o so. T know that in the Dalby
and Kingaroy districts at the present time

theusands of “cattle are being killed, boiled
down, and fed to the pigs. One man in ihe
Aubigny electorate had fourteen drauzht

horses ; eleven of them have died on actount
of the drought, and here ave the
[11.30 p.m.] Govmnm(\nt bringing in a Bill to
impose (’Oﬂdltlons on these men
further to harass them in carrying on their
industyy. It is a crime and a shame, There
is no other State in th", Common\,malth in
which the {rin‘.arv producers have to fight
nature as they have in Queensland. )
The PreviER: If vou sit down, we will let
vou have the Bill in five minutos.

Mr TAYLOR: I want to give reasons for
my opposition to the Bill. T roalise that it
ious cnough to damage the farming
strv from end to end, and that it is one
of the most disastrous measures that have cyor
been brought forward. It will have such a
recoil on the wmkem of Queensland that they
will regret the day that they sent this Govern-
ment mm power.

The PrEsurr : You are not concerned about
the workers.

Mr. TAVLOR: I am concerned very much
about them, but the hon. gentleman does not
care a rap about them. I hope that the
Govmnmnnt will not proceed with the intro-
duction of this measure. Thev will bo well
advised to dvop if; it is certain that the
primary producers are not asking for it. If
the Premier, during the course of the clee-
tions, had stated from the various platforms

[19 Jory.]
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that he intended to bring in this Bill, his
party would not have got anything like the
nember of votes they did get.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fuast Tovwoombey): 1 very
much regret the way in which the Govern-
ent are piloting their business through this
House. An hour ago we ameol to the
Address in Reply to His E\cellonc s Speech,
amongst tha fwenty Bills that were fore-
shadowed 1n that Speech it must be admitted
that the one which will attract the most
attention is the Bill which we are now asked
to introduce, and I want to show why leave
should not be given to introduce it. I am
going to quote two or thr statements from
the Governor’s Speech, which was read to
this House at the opening of Parliament, to
indicate the position of the various indus-
fries to which the proposed amendment in
the Arbitration Act will apply. This is what
His Excellency said—

“ A number of important industries
have sulfered severely from drought con-
ditions, and, owing to the unremunerative
prices which are ruling for certain pro-
ducts in the world’s markets, others are
labouring under disabilities.”

There i the crux of the pesition; we do not
know what. the prices are going to be so far
as agricultural products are concerned.
Further on His Excellency said—

“The expectation o{ improved market
conditions for the products of our indus-
tries; the celerity with which new areas
of land arce being prepared for settle-
ment; and the prospects of the cofton
industry; all indicate for the future a
condition «f profitable industrial and
commercial aetivity for the State”

Does the hon. geutleman sexio consider
that the introduction of this Bill is goirg
to help to accomplish that? Js Queensland
going to develop her agricultural industries
urder these conditions? 1 =ay certainly not,
and for that reason I will oppose this Bill
at every stage as far as it applies to agricul-
ture. 1 have in my hand the report of the
debate which took plac“ when a similar pro-
pesal was iniroduced in 1915, which gives
the statements mado by mer who represented
egricultural di 't and who deecribed the
conditions and difficulties the man on the
tand would have to contend with under the
srovisions of a Bill of this kind. Tt is most
ﬂ’rusumxble for the Government, who arve
professing to have an ag ricultural policy, and

who are professing to be doing all they can
to help agriculiure in @hocn\hnd to intro-
duce legislazion of thiz kind, Time and again
we are fold that similar ccndﬁlorm have not
interfered with the sagar indnsirs. Tf rou
could fix a do{m;tc price for producs in the
agricultural indusiry, such as is done in the
suzar industry. you V\Ollld know you were
setting  that priee for wour preduce, and
there would be no ob]echon but vou cannot
centrol prices so far as a;{nuﬂtuw is con-
ceyned.  For that reason 1 enter a strong
protest ugainet ihe intvoduction of this Bill.

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): We know
that the farmers cannot tell what they will
get for their products, but. while the man
who works for the farmer will have his wages
and hours fixed by the Arbitration Court, the
court will take into consideration the ques-
tion of what wages the farming industry is
able to pay in view of all the circumstances.
The farmers will have every opportunity of
placing their case before the court, and no
judge of the court will place a greatcr burden

Mr. W. Cooper.]
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upon the industry than it can bear. The
sugar industry has prospered under the award
of the Arbitration Court, which fixed the
hours and wages in the industry, up to the
recent repudiation of the sugar agrcoment
by the Federal Government, and the sugar-
growers have been able to pay their
employces a fdir and rcasonable wage, In
connection with maize-growing and dairying,
for instance, the court will fix a fair living
wage which the 1ndu~t1v is able to pay to
those employed in it. In my experience, the
farmer is prepared to pay his employees a
fair and living wage.

Mr. RoOBERTS: Ie often pays more out
than he gets himself.

My, W. COOPER: Admittedly.
he will havo the opportunity of laying his
case before the Arbitration Court judge, who
will fix the hours and rate of pay, and the
farmer will have no cavse for fear so far as
the court is concerned. Ion. members
opposite would have no wages fixed at all if
they had their way. They would like a
condition of things under which the worker
was compelled to accept whatever wage they
liked to give, without any redress at all.
There is no law to make a man hire another
unless he likes; but there is a ld\v_‘tllb
unwritten law of necessity—which compels a
man to work whether he likes it or not, and
unzcrupulous employers have too long heen
able to tpke advantage of it and Uictate
conditions of cmployment to the unforlunate
worker,

Mr. DEACON (Cunuinglam): 1 would like
to know from the nister whether share
farmers are included in the Bill as employees.

The SECRrTny vor PUbnic WORKS: The
definition of “‘ emvloyer” is gs it is in every
other industry. There is no mention of a
share farmer. The ordinary delinition of
“ employee” will apply.

My, DEACON: That means that a share
farmer will be included.

The SECRETARY For PuBLic WORKS:
not say so.

Mr. DEACON: It is included under the
State Insurance Act.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordor! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing details.

Mr., DEACON: We want this information
2+ soon as we can get 1it. That is a matter
which should be cleared up. 1 think it is
only fair that the Government should post-
pone this Bill. It is unfair to go on with it
to-night.

This Bill will make a lot of difference to
the working men who are not up to the
standard, ard who are not able to earn the
qu wag If & man cannot earn the full
Fages In indestry, he has got to get out.
rlh' is a serious matier. Onc of the failures
of the Industrial Arbitration Act is that it
did not provide for the working man who
was not able {o carn the standard rate of
wages. This Bill should not be rushed
through at this late hour. There never has
been a growl or a strike in the primary
ﬂoduomg industiy. Probably there will be
stlll\m now that this measure 1s going to
be passed.

The SeewmersaRy ¥OR MINES
that rurai workers should
the year?

Mr. DEACON:
them to do that.

[Mr. V7.

If he does,

1 did

Do wvou think
work 365 days in

No. No one has asked
There is a certain amount

Cooper.
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of work that a farmer must do every day.
In the ordinary course of farming there are

slack days and busy days. With an sward
that fixes hours and condltlons 1t will be
absolutely impossible to carry cn. We want

to know who is going to pay the cost.

Mr. KERR (Fnrnoggera): The members of
the Government seem to think that, as the
heur is late, it is the duty of the Opposmon
to keep silent on the matter; but the Opposi-
tion will not do so so Ionfr as there 1s any
business before the MHouse that affects the
interests of the country so vitally as this
matter does. The remarks of the Secretary
for Public Works ia introducing the Bill
invited criticism. The Bill did not have the

sanction of the Council of Agriculture.
The SecrErary ¥or Prsric Works: Is the
Council of Agriculture a sort of super-

Parliament ¢

Mr. XERR: No, but it is becoming a
Department ‘of Agrlculture If the Govern-
ment are expending £50,000 a year on the
Council of Agriculture to deal with matters
affecting the farmers, they should have con-
sulted that body on this matter which so
vitally affects them.

The Seceerary FOR PuBric WORKS: Your
suggestion is that the Government should be
amenable io outside influences?

Mr., KERR: It is useless to try to put
words into my mouth. There is no party
in this House so amenable to outside infiu-
cnces as the Government party. This Bill
secms to be divided into two sections. I
regret that division.

Mr. Dasu: Are you in favour of arbitra-
tion?

Mr. KXERR: Yes. The Government should
have dissociated the apprenticeship portion
of .the Bill from the arbitration portion.
There should be a separate Bill to handle the
apprenticeship question. Such a Bill would
have had the support of the Opposition, but
we consider its present form detrimental to
the country. In the original Bill in 1915 the
clause appertairing to rural industries was
included, but iz was turned down by the’
Legislative Council; similarly in 1916.

At 12.2 a.m.,

Mr. Bunstax (Gympie), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the (hair-
man in the chair

Mr. KERR: Another great recason why
this resolution should not be agreed to by
the Committee is because the ‘Government
did not put it before the people when thew
kad the opportunity to do so. The Premier,
when he was in the Nanango district. side-
tracked this question. It has never been
before the people, and although the Govern-
ment had an opportunity in 1916 of putting
the question to the people they failed to take
advantage of their opportunity. I know of
one farmer in my electorate Wwho has three
sons, and the total income carncd on the
farm is about £6 a weok. Iow on earth
is that farmer going to pay his thres sons
the basic wage of over £4 a week cack? Ie
cannot possibly par it, and the only thing
for him to do is to put his sons off Hv farmm.

The one man, after three have left, wwill not
produce the same amount. and that will be
to the disadvantage of the State.  About

2.000 men are travelling from town to town
in  Queensland looking for employment.
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These men call on the farmers for some
assistance, and perhaps get a day’s work here
and there, but in future the farmer will not
Do in a position to give a man a day’s work.

The Bill will reduce agricultural produc-

tion. We know that many farming employecs
who are receiving less than the basic wage

256 compomated with other privileges and by
being treated as members of the cmployer’s
famllw T sincerely hope that the Mintster
will withdraw the Bill and bring in a com-
prehensive measure dealing with the whole
question of apprenticeship. Under this
measure the farmers will have to appoint
representatives to appear for them 1in the
Arburation Court, which will entail great
expense. I cannot support the Bill.

Mr. MORGAN (Muwrilla): 1 wish to pro-
test against what I might torm
trickery on the part of the Premier, who is
responsible for going on with the Bill te-
night. The other day he asked the Oppositicn
1o dSsit him in letting the people of the
world know ihat Queensland was not in the
bad financial position it was sald to be; yef
he now brings on a measure of this sort,
which is going to cause disaster to the farm-
ing indusiry. I am surprised at a practical
farmm like the Secretary for Agriculture
going on with the measure at this iime,
although I fecl sure that he is not a willing
party to it

The SECRETARY roR AGrULTTRE: You do
not suggest that there was any compact?

Mr. MORGAN: I do not suggest that there
was any compact at all, but some of the
Gowmmont s own men went away, and like-
wise some of ours left for the country dis-
tricts for the weck-end. Would it not have
been fair for the Premier to suggest to the
leader of the Opposition that he was going
to bring this Bill on to-night? The leader
of ~the Opposition has bcen ignored and
slighted ; yet later on the P10n1101 will come
across and “smoedge’” to him and ask him
not to do this and not to do that, and we
shall be silly encugh to agrce. The Govern-

ment expect the Opposition to play the
gentlemanly game, but they do not under-
stand the mcaning of fair play. It is

trickery of the worst description; ft is
political treachery. I have been a sport all
my life, and have been prepared to take
what was coming to me; but the Premier
always wants a horseshoe in his glove, even
when dealing with his own side. I am =not
surprised at the Premier, but I am surprised
at the Secretary for Mines and the Secretary
fo; Agriculture allowing him to act to auto-
cratical ly. They are British subjects, but
perhaps the Premier has not been reared as a
British subject.

At 1220 a.m.,

Mr. VOWLES (Palby) called attention to
the state of the Committee.

Quorum formed.

Mr. MORGAN: We are proposing to
encourage whedtgrowmg in Queensland so
that we shall have sufficient wheat for our
own requirements, whick we have not got at
the present time. There is no award cover-
ing those engaged in that industry. That
class of worker is specifically excluded from
the operations of the principal Act.

Hon. F. T. BrexNaN: The farmers have
been paying the award rates right through.

Mr. MORGAN : At present the Arbitra-
tion Court has no power to make an award
for persons engaged in mixed farming,

k)

[19 Jewvy.]
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dairying, wheatgrowing, or any like industry.
An attempt was made at one time to bring
the prickly-pear cutters under the operations
of the Act. I appeared for the prickly-pear
selectors on that occasion, and I ,Lrgued
before the President of the Arbitration Court
that the Act would not permit him to make
an award for those employees, and he said
that he could make an award for the prickly-
pear cutters on the small grazing farms, but
where the land was used for ag,lculmml
purposes he could not. In New South Wales, ,
Victoria, and South Australia, where they
grow the bulk of the wheat ploduced in Aus-
{ralia, they are not working under any award,
and they are able to pay ploughmen and
other men engaged in Lhat industry just w hat
they can get their services for, whilst we in
Queensland will probably have to pay £4 bs,
a week lo our employees. Under those cir-
cumstances we shall not be able to compete

* successfully with those States.

The SromreraRY ForR MiINes: Do you think
that the rural worker should have to work
365 days in the year?

Mr. MORGAN: He works no longer than
the man in the strect. Cabled reports in the
newspapers forecast a fall in the price of
wheat owing to favourable seasous in the
wheat-growing countries of the world, and
the large amount of exportable smpluses
which will be available. Wheat will prob-
ably fall to 3s. 6d. per bushel, and, as the
wheat farmers of Quecnsland do not moduce
sufficient wheat for home consumption, they

will not be able to compete with the Southern
btatos which, in addition to not being
saddled with an Arbitration Court award,
have the advantage of more up-to-date
machinery.

The HoOME SECRETARY :
think he should get?

Mr. MORGAN: I do not think that the
Arbitration Court would award him less than
the sugar rates. 1{ costs the same to pleugh
an acre of ground for wheat as for sugar or
cotton, yet the return from the acre of whent
will probably be £5 or £6 as against from
£40 to £60 for the acre of sugar and from
£20 to £30 for the acre of cotton. It will
not be possible under those circumstances to

allow the court to fix the wages and con-
d tions for the employees of the wheatgrower
at the level of the employees in either the
sugar or the cotton industry.

Qur wheat industry is not a pampsred
industry, for we have to compete with the
world, as Australia produces more wheat

than we can consume. If we
[12 30 p.m.]} produced more sugar than we
could consume, we would have to
compete with the world. We can-
not pamper an industry that produces more
than we can consume. If we must pay our

What wages do you

men £4 5i. a weck to work on a dairy
Hon. F. T. BreNNAN: They get it now.
Myr. MORGAN: Then why introduce the
Bill? It is only meddling and tinkering on

the part of the Government.

The bell indicated that the hon.
time had expired.

Mr. VOVVLTS {Delhy) : T am very sorry
that such an important and contentious
matter has been brought forward at such a
late hour. As a member of the Country
party, I am very wmuch concerned about
legislation such as this, because it affects the
fortunes of the peonle who sent me to Parlia-
ment to care for their interests. During all

Mr. Vowles.]

mentber’s
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the years I have been in opp051t10n on every
occasion that legislation of this kind has been
suggested, 1 have resisted the imposition of
a condition such as is proposed under this
Bill on the producing members of the com-
munity. When Parliament was differently
constituted, the other Chamber resisted these
impositions on two occasions. Later on, after
the abolition of the sccond Chamber, when
the Wheat DPool Bill was before us, an
was made to introduce into that
atior a condition which was not in the
nal agrecment which was made between
myself, as the representative of the farmers
on the Downs, and the Sceretary for Agricul-
ture, When I wet the Seeretary for Agrical-
ture and the Premicr in the office of the
Sceretary for Agriculture, it was never sug-
gested that the Govermmnent should bring into
cxistence a principle which had on two occa-
sions been rejected. The conditions in the
zgricultural industry at present are so bad
that many of the farmers were never in a
worse position.

This Chamber passed the Wheat Pool Bill
without inserting in it the objectionable pro-
vision which we are now asked to agree
to; but certain representatives of industrial
unions in Brisbane insisted, thlough Mr.
Duanstan in the Upper Houce on the clause
being inserted, and it was inserted. In
February, 1922, the Premier, in dealing with
the objective of the Labour party, made cer-
tain referenees to farmers, and said he
would like to know how they would get on
usuder the socialisation of industry. The
happenings at the Emu Park Convention
lost the (iovernment thousands of votes in
the farming districts, and the Premier, at
Nanango, fcuno it miccessary to qulbble on
the point of the inciusion of rural workers
in the Tndustrial Arbitration Act. It was
demanded at the Convention that the rural
waorkers should be included in the first Act
passed by the new Parliament, and refer-
erice was made to the -expenditure by the
(rovernment of a Jarge amount of money on
the Council of Agriculture. That was used
realls br the Government for political propa-
ganda and to help Government candidates
at the election; vet the Premier seemed to
expect that the Opposition would agree on

the voiees to the dJesirableness of doing
scmething which was undesirable, and that
when everr hon. membeor O\p()ctod that we

would merely finish the Address in Reply
before qnftlmg down to solid work next week.
Now that the Council of Agriculture are an
elective bedy they will carry on on different
lines.

The bell indicated that the hon.
had exhausted the time
Standing Orders.

Mre. MOORE (Awbigny): I must plo‘mt
against the introduction of a measure of this
sort. Fifty per cent. of the farmers in my
electerate have come to me and asked me to
sign a paper so that ther can obtain relief
from the Government to enable them to carry
on. 1 have had a man cmplored for some
time on my place, where he has practically
nothing to do and has a comfortable home,
but I weuld not be able to keep him on if
T had to pay him £4 5s. a week. When the
Premier came back after his trip North he
not only allowed the farmers fodder for their
stock, but he allowed them 15s. a weck for
the maintenance of their families in order to
carry them over the bad times. I came to
Queensland at the same time as a number of

[Mr. Vowles.

‘mber
allowed under tle
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wheatgrowers who came from South Aus-
tralia to grow wheat on the most economical
methods. A neighbour of mine sowed 1,000
acres of wheat for a number of vears, spent
£7,000 on his property, and walked off it
with his swag on his back. The attitude of
the Gov elnment is unreasonable in the face
of their declaration that they want to get
increased production. The Government can
not justify their action in bringing in such
a measure. Neither the farmers nor the
dairymen can stand any cxtra impost. T
am chairman of a shire council, and I am in
a position to know the financial position of
a great many of the farmers. Time after
timz I have had requests for 10s. or 154, from
farmers to purchase food for their families.
This legizlation is brought about by an out-
side body which has no right to dictate to
Parliament. As the Local Produccrs’ Asso-
ciations have to suggest any legislation for
the good of the industry, I would like to
know if any onc of them™ has suggested that
the provisions of the Arbitration Court should
be applied to the industey. Already the
Tocal Producers’ Associations are becoming
restive, because they believe they should have
some say in matters affecting the industry in
their district.

Mr. Cornixs: The Arbitration Court has
not ruined any of the industries it covers.

Mr. MOORE: Although none of those
industries have beecn ruined, they are on a
totally different plane to the agricultural
industry. How are the people
who are suffering from the
drought going to recover if am
award rate is put on them?

[1 am.]

I do not know how far this Bill is going
with regard to hours, but I strongly object
to it generally, as it means ruination to the
farmer. It would be a different matter if
the Government gave this industry similar
protection to that given to the sugar
industry. Ave they prepared to give a special
agreement?

We know that to-day Vietoria has 14,000.000
bushels of wheat which they have not been
able to sell because there is no market for it.
Queensland, fortunately for the farmers, does
not grow suflicient wheat for local require-
ments, but do the Government know that
in an ordinary scason that that is going to be
the position? Do they want us to compete
with other courntries of the world, or do they
want production to remain stagnant
Queensland ¢ If we can get protection such as
the sugar industry got whereby we shall get
sufficient for our produce to enable us to pay

the wages fixed by the Arbitration Courr,
then therc is nothing more to be said. But
we have to sell our produce overseas, and

I cannot sce how the industry i going to
carry on under the conditions imposed by
this Bill. T cannot understand the Govern-
ment bringing in such a Bill. To my mind
i+ iz suicidal. They say they want to settle
people on the land, but no settlers will come
from overscas to sottle on our land under
conditions such as those proposed. The Bill
will lead to stagration and more unemploy-
ment, as the farmers do not get sufficient
money to enable them to pay the Arbitration
Court wages. If the industry cannot pay the
wages, are we to close it up?

The bell indicated that the hon. member
had exhausted the time allowed under the
Standing Orders
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Mr. BELIL: (Fassifcrn): I am going to
oppose the introduction of this Bill, and I
do not think I can congratulate the Govern-
ment on their sporting principles in bringing

in such a rosolution wt this hour of the
sitting. I do not think the Government

members can understand the rural industries,
because a Bill such as this will place a very
heavy burden on the agricultural industry,
which i already suffering under great dis-
abilities. We kunow that at the pressnt time
there is a considerable drift to the cities,
gng} this Bill is going to accentuate that
rift.

The Government should have taken a refer-
endum of the people on this question. Those
engaged in the rural industries arve quite
prepared to psy reasonsble rates of wages,
and there is no need to include the employees
mm the provisions of this Bill. The rural
industrics are of a scasonal natuve, and it is
impossible to regulate the hours of labour
therein. It is often necessary to work more
than eight hours a day. A farmer is gener-
ally asqsted by the members of his family
to carry on his work, aud very often his chil-
dren have to milk the cows before they go
to school and after they veturn. Surely the
farme+ is entitled to some reward for his
tabour !

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : While the primary
producers may be sleeping at the present time,
the Government have spent £68 on motor-cars
to bring their supporters back to pass this
resolution. Hon. members opposite twit hon.
members on this side with being out for low
wages; but during the clection campaign
they said that the worker included the man
who owned a farm and who was a producer.
We as representatives of that scction of the
workers should sce that they have some
remuucration for their work. Our producers
are working hard for ten and twelve hours
a day, but hon. members opposite want to
deprive them of proper remuneration for the
work thev do on their farms. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen wants to take away from the
producer the full reward for hiz labour.
Why do hon. members opposite wish to
create these conditions for the worker? They
are advocating them at the dictation of the
Austrzlian Workers' Union at the Enu Park
Convertion.  Mr. Dunstan, of the Austrahan
Workers” Union, said at the Emu Park
Conveniion that, now that the primary pro-
dugers were receiving a full return for their
labour, now that thev had spent a lot of
money in organising the farmer, it was only
righe that they should pawx a fair wage to

the workers emploved on the farms. The
farmers are not getting a full retwrn for
their labour: if they were there weuld
be justification for the Bill. What have
the Gevernment done to improve the con-

ditions of the dairy farmer or the maize-
grower, who are down and out owing to the
low prices ruling to-day? Those people who
are waifing to go on the land in the Upper
Burnett, while they are trying to establish
their farms will be brought under the Arbi-
tration Court. the judges of which may be
dictated to by members of the front Govern-
ment bench.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Flon. W. Forgan Smith, Markay): I rise to
a point of order. I claim that it is highly
disorderly to make any reflection on the
members of the judiciary. The hon. member
has stated that the court may be dictated to

" [19 Juwy.]

Act Amendment Bill. 175
by members of the front Government bench.
I ask that the imputation be withdrawn.

The TEMPORARY CIIAIRMAN: If the
hon. member for Burneit made a remark
reflecting on the judiciary, I ask him to
withdraw it.

M¢. CORSER: I have nothing to with-
draw.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member to resume hi: seat.

[1.30 a.m.]

Mr. BRAND (Durrum): Before this

motion iz put, I desire to sax something.

"The SECRETARY FOR PrsLIic WORKS having
crossed the floor and spoken to the Tem-
porary Chairman,

Mr. Corser (addressing  the Minister) :
You are dictating to the Chairman. (Inter-
ruption.)

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I
understood the hon. member for Burnett
to make a reflection on the judges of the
Arbitration (ourt, and., that being so,
must ask him to withdraw.

Mr, Monreax: Mr. Dunstan, why do you
allow yourself to be dictated to by the
Minister? Why do you not do your duty?

Mr. CORSER: If I made any reflection,
I would certainly withdraw; but I did not,
and I am certainly not going to withdraw
or be dictated to by the Minister, through
you,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I
heard the hon. member’s remarks, and they
were  disorderly and he must withdraw;
and, if he refuses to withdraw, I shall have
no other course than to name him.

Ar. CORSER: I am not going to be dic-
tated to, through the Chair, by any hon.
member on the other side.

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. Dunstan, before you
take the extreme course you have mentioned,
I should like to say that it is perfectly clear
that you should have asked the hon. member
for Burnett ito withdraw before the hon.
wember for Burrum got up to speak, and
ot have allowed any hon. member to say
what he was to do. You would have been on
solid ground if you had done it before the
hon. member for Burrum began to speak.
You are taking a course which is unfair and
uizparliamentary.

The SucrersRY FOR PrsLIc Works: I made
no suggestion at all. I merely asked a
question.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
hon. member for Burnett refuses to obey the
Chairv, and the only course open to me is to
name hii: to the House.

Mr. CORSER: My unfortunate duty is
to stand on my individual rights as a private
member, and refuse to be dictated to by the
Minister, through you.

The SecreTsARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
was no dictation at all,

Mr. Corscr: You have no right to dictate
to the Chairman.

Mr. BRAND: I would like to know
whether T am in order in speaking to the
question ?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. Morean (addressing the Secretary for
Public Works): You ought to be ashamed
of yourself, humiliating the Chairman,

Mr. Corser. |

There
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You
should be ashamed of yourself.

Mr. ComsEr: 1f you may dictate to the
Chairman, you may dictate to the court.

Mr. CoLrins (to Mr. Corser): In your own
remarks you made a deliberate misstatement.

Mr. MoOreAN (to the Secretary for Public
Works): You ought to be ashamed of wour-
self—bullying the Chair.

The SEcrRETaRY FOrR PusrLic Worxs: I
merely asked a question. You should be
ashamed of yourselves—a gang like you.

Mr. Comser: If you can dictate to the
Chairman, you can dictate to the court.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
not dictate.

Mr. Braxp: You did, deliberately.

Mr. VowLes : Look at the Minister’s face !

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIc WORKS: If my
face were as ugly as yours, I would go and
hide it.

The House resumed.

T did

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN said:
Mr. Speaker, I have to name the hon,
member for Burnett for having wiifully

disregarded the order of the Chair.

The SPEAKER: The Temporvary Chair-
man has reported the hon. member for
Burnett for wilfully disregarding the order of
the Chair.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—

“That the hon. member for Burnett
be suspended from the service of the
House for the remainder of the sitting.”

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think it is
customary, before a motion of that kind is
put——

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the
hon. member for Burnett if he is prepared
to apologise to the Chair

Mr. Comrser: The Secretary for
Works ought to apologise.

Question—That the hon. member for Bur-
nett be suspended from the service of the
House for the remainder of the sitting—put;
and the House divided : —

Public

A¥Es, 30.
Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,,» Carter ,, Land
., Collins ., Larcombe
,, Cooper, F. A, . Mcelormack
,» Cooper, W. ., McLachlan
,, Coyne ., Mullan
,» Dash ,, Payne
,» Dunstan ,, Pease
,, Foley ,, Pollock
,, Gilday ,, Ryan
,, Gillies . Smith
,, Hartley ,, Stopford
,» Huxham ,» Theodore
,, Hynes 5 Wilson
., Jones Winstanley

Teilers: Mr. Foley and Mr. Hartley.

Noks, 12,
Mr. Barncs, G. P. Mr. Kerr
,» Bell ,, Moore
,» Brand ., Morgan
,, Corser ,» Roberts
,,» Deacon ., Taylor
. Bry Vowles

Tellers: Mr. Deacon and Mr. Morgah,
Resolved in the affirmative.
Mr. CorsER thereupon withdrew from the
Chamber.
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REeSUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Question—That it is desirable that a Bill
be introduced to further amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act of 1916 in certain particulars
—again stated.
Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I think we all
regret the incident that has just taken place.
The PREMIER : I beg to move—
“ That the question be now put.”
Question—That the question be now put—
put; and the Committee divided :—

AYES, 30.
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jones
,» Brennan . Land
,, OCarter ,» Larcombe
,, Colling ,» MeCormack

., Cooper, F. A, ,» McLachlan

;> Cooper, W, . Mullan

,» Coyne ,, Payne

,» Dash ,» Pease

,» Dunstan ., Pollock

,» Foley ,s Ryan

., Gilday 5 Smith

., Gillies ., Stopford

,» Hartley ,» Theodore

,, Huxham . Wilson

,» Hynes ,»  Wingstanley
Tellers: Mr. Foley and Mr. Hartley.

Nogs, 11.

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr, Moore

,» Bell ,, Morgan

,» Brand ,» Roberts

,» Deagcon ,, Taylor

., Fry ,, Vowles

., XKerr

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Xerr.
Resolved in the affirmative.
Question—That it is desirable that a Bill

be introduced—put; and the Committee
divided : —
AYES, 20,
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jones
,» Brennan ,» Land
,» Carter ,» Larcombe
,,» Collins ., McCormack
,, Cooper, F. A. ., MecLachlar
,s Cooper, W, ,, Mullan
,» Coyne ,, Yayne
;s Dash ., Dease
,» Dunstan .. Yollock
., Foley ,» liyan
,, Gilday 5, Smith
,, Gillies .. Stopford
,, Hartley ,» Theodore
,» Huxham ,, Wilson
,, Hynes ,»  Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. Foley and Mr. Hartley.
Noes, 10.
Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr, Moore
,, Be ., Morgan
,s Brand ,» Roberts
,, Deacon ,, Taylor
Kerr Vowles

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Kerr.
Resolved in the afirmative.

REPORT STAGE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
My. Kirwan, I beg to move—

“ That you do now leave the chair and
report that the Committee have come
to a resolution.”

2 am.,

Mr. TAYLOR (Wriadsory: Mr. Kirwan, I
do not see any reason why you should leave
the chair. Certain things have happened in
this Chamber to-night.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: I am trying to give some
reasons why you should not leave the chair.
When an hon. member was speaking on this
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side the Secretary for Public Works got up
and went to the Temporary Chairman and
made some remark or request to him, and
the Temporary Chairman immediately took
action against the hon. member for Burnett.
I certainly think the Minister did something
entirely unparliamentary.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The leader of
the Opposition will realise that that is not
the question before the Committee. The
question is—*“That I do now leave the chair
and report that the Committee have come to
a resolution.”

Mr. TAYLOR : Mr. Kirwan—
The PREMIER: I beg to move—
*“ That the question be now put.”

Question—That the question be now put--
put; and the Committee divided:—

[19 Jury.]

AxEes, 30.

Mr. Bertram Mr. Jones

,, Brennan ,,» Land

,, Carter ,» Larcombe
,» Collins ,, McCormack
,, Cooper, F. A, ., McLachlan
». Cooper, W, »» Mullan

,, Coyne ,, Pavne

,» Dash ,, Pease

,» Dunstan ,, Pollock

., Foley ,, liyan

.. Gilday ., Smith

,, Gillies ,» Stopford

,,» Hartley ,, Theodore

5, Huxham ,» Wilson

,» Hvnes Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Foley a,nd Mr. Hartley.
Nors, 10.

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr, Moore

., Bell ,,» Morgan

,» Brand ,» Roberts

,, Deacon ,» Tarlor

,, Kerr Vowles

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Kerr.

Resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the Chairman do now leave
the chair and report that the Committee
have come to a resolution—put; and the
Commitiee divided :—

AxEs, 30.
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jones
,, Brennan ,, Land
., Carter ,» Larcombe
,, Collins ,, McCormack
,, Cooper, F. A, ,» McLachlan
,, Cooper, W. ., Mullan
,, Coyne 5, Payne
,, Dash ,, Pease
., Dunstan .. Pollock
5, Foley ,» Ryan
., Gilday ., Smith
., Gillies ,» Stopford
., Hartley ,, Theodore
,, Huxham ,, Wilson
,, Hymnes ,,» Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. Foley and Mr. Hartley.
Nogs, 10,
Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Moore
,» Bell ,» Morgan
,, Brand ,» Roberts
,» Deacon ., Taylor
Kerr Vowles
Tellers: Mr, Brand and Mr, Kerr.

Resolved in the affirmative.
The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Mr. Speaker, I beg to move—
“ That the resolution be now agreed
to by the House.”
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Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): T do not think
that we should agrec to this resolution. I
have not heard any good reasons advanced
as to why we should agrec to the resolution.
We do not think the carrying of this resolu-
tion will be in the best intercsts of Queens-
land, and we will oppose it all we can.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—
“ That the question be now put.”

Question—That the question be now put—
put; and the House divided :—

A¥Es, 30.
Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,» Carter ,» Land
., Collins ,, Larcombe
,. Cooper, F. A, ,, McCormack
,» Cooper, W, ., McLachlan
,, Coyne ,, Mullan
. Dash ,, Payne
., Dunstan ,, Pease
., Foley ,. Pollock
,, Gilday ., Ryan
., Gillies . SQmith
. Hartley . Stopford
,, Huxham ,» Theodore
., Hynes ., Wilson
,. Jones ., Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. F. A, Cooper and Mr. Hynes.
NoEs, 10.
Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Moore
2 ell ,, Morgan
,» Brand ,, Roberts
,, Deacon ,» Taylor
,, Kerr Vowles
Tellers: Mr, Bell and Mr. Deacon.

Resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the resolution be now agreed

m‘put and the House divided :—
Axes, 30,
Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,, Carter ., Land
,, Collins ,, lLarcombe
,, Cooper, F. A. ,, MceCormack
,, Cooper, W. ,» MclLachian
,» Coyne ., Mullan
,» Dash ,, Payne
,» Dunstan ,, Pease
., Foley ,, Dollock
,, Gilday ,» Ryan
,, Gillies ,» Smith
,» Hartley ., Stopford
,, Huxham ,» Theodore
., Hynes ,, Wilson
, Jones ,. Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. Hartley and Mr. Ryan.
NoEs, 9.
Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Morgan
5 Bell ,,» Roberts
,» Deacon . Taylor
,» Kerr ., Vowles
,» Moore
Tellers: Mr. Bell and Mr. Deacon.

Resolved in the affirmative.

F1rsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

1 beg to present the Bill, and move—
“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor):
what has taken place
to-night—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns): Mr. Speaker,

is nov the motion for the first reading of a
Bill purely formal?

: Having in view
in this Chamber
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The SPEAKER: On the point of order
raised by the Secretary for Public Lands, I
must rule the hon. member for Windsor out
of order.

Question—That the Bill be now read a first

time—rgut; and the House divided :—
AvEs, 30,

Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,» Carter ,» Land
,, Collins ,, Larcombe
,, Cooper, F. A, ,, McCormack
,» Cooper, W. ,. MecLachlan
,, Coyne ., Mullan
,s Dash ,, Tayne

©,, Dunstan ,» Dease
,, Foley ,,» Polloek
,, Gilday ., Ryan
., Gillies .. Smith
,, Hartley ,, Stopford
,» Huxham ,» Theodore
,, Hymnes ,, Wilson
,, dJones Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Collins and Mr. Hartley.

Nozs, 9.
Mr. Barncs, G. P. Mr. Morgan
. Bell ,,» Roberts
., Deacon ,, Taylor
,, Xerr ,, Vowles
,s Moore
Tellers: Mr. Bell and Mr. Deacon.

Resolved in the affirmative.

PRINTING OF BILL.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :

I beg to move—
¢ That the Bill be printed.”

Mr. TAYLOR: Instead of printing the
Bill in the ordinary way, it would be very
much better to have it printed in red with
a black border all round.

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the hon.
member knows thal on this motion no debate
can take place.

[2.30 a.m.]

Question-—That the Bill be printed—put;
and the House divided: —

[ASSEMBLY.]

AxEs, 30.
3Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,, Carter ,» Land
,, Collins ,, Larcombe
,, Cooper, F. A ., McCormack
,, Cooper, W. ,» McLachlan
,+ Coyne ,, Mullan
,» Dash ,» Payne
,»» Dunstan Pease
,, FHoley Pollock
,, Gilday ,» Ryan
.,  Gillies ., Smith
,» Hartley ,» Stopford
., Huxham ,, Theodore
,» Hynes ., Wilson
,» Jomnes ,, Winstanley
Tellers: Mr. Dash and Mr. Hynes.
Nozs, 9.
Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Morgan
., Bell ,» Roberts
,, Deacon ., Taylor
, Kerr . Yowles
Moore

Tellers: Mr.

Kerr and Mr. Morgan.
Resolved in the affirmative.

MorioN APPOINTING DATE FOR SECOND
READING. )
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I beg to move—
“That the second reading of the Bill

be made an Order of the Day for
Tuesday next.”

[Hon. W. Forgan Swmith.

Question—That the
Bill be made an
Tuesday next—put;

Order

Quesiions.

scecond readin
of the
and the House

ded 1 —
AvEes, 30,

Mr. Brennan Mr. Kirwan
,, Carter ,. Land
,, Collins ,, Larcombe
., Cooper, F. A. ,, McCormack
,, Cooper, W. .» McLachlan
as Coyue »  Mullan
,» Dash ,» Payne
,» Dunstan ,, Pease
.. Foley ,, Polloek
,, Gilday » Ryan
,, Gillies . Smith
., Hartley ,, Stopford
,, Huxham ,, Theodore
,» Hynes ,»  Wilson
. Jones Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Collins qnd Mr, Hartley.
Nozs, 9.

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. Morgan
5 Bell ,,» Roberts
., Deacon Taylor
,» Kerr ., Vowles
,» Moore

Tellers: Mr. Bell and Mr. Deacoen.

Resolved in the affirmative.
The House adjourncd at 2.36 a.m.
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