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TUESDAY, 17 JULY, 1923. 

The SPEAI,ER (Hon. W. Bertram, 1liaree) 
took the chair at 3.30 p.m. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
MR. T. DUNSTAN. 

Mr. T. Dunstan, having taken the oath 
anr! subscribed the rol 1, fook his seat as 
member fm· tho elect<Jral district of Gympie. 

QUESTIOI'\S. 
CATTLE AND SHEEP RAILWAY TRUCKS BUILT 

SINCE 1914. 
Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla) asked the Secre

tary for Railways-
" 1. What is the number of new cattle 

wagons built by and for t.he Department 
since the year 1914? 

" 2. \Vhat is the number of new sheep 
trucks built for and by the Department 
since the year 1914 ?" · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replird-

" 1. 320. 
"2. 38. Live etock traffic is not n')W 

so boa vy as in 1914." 

\VORKERS' COMPENSATION CLAIMS AGAINST 
S'TATE INSURANCE OFfiCE, 1917-1922. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra) asked the Attorney
G<:neral-

" Will he state tho total amount paid 
in hm1p snms in settlement of claims in 
the Workers' Compensation Department 
of the St~t(· Insurance \including rnino.rs·' 
phthisis (14n) and pneumonic influenza) 
as at 30th J mw cf each of t.he years 1917 
to 1922 ?" 

The AT'l'OR~EY-GEi\"ERAL (Hon. J. 
J\lullan, Fl.'nder.,) replied-

" The total amount paid and estimated 
in hunp sum Eettlernent of \Yorkors' coru~ 
pens".tion ordinary and household 
·workers' clain1s amounted to-

1916-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1919 
1919-1820 
1920-1921 
1921-1922 

Total 

£ s. cl. 
66,102 14 5 
93,473 7 2 
91,922 8 8 

131,637 5 10 
117,567 12 1 
140,211 15 8 

... £640,915 3 10 

2'\o Jump sum settlements arc made m 
connec t.ion with miners' phthisis, pneu
monic intlucnza, and/01' other industrial 
disc '.~,SOS.'' 

GowRIE Ho~rESTEAD BoRE. 

Mr. 1\lORGAN, in the absence of Mr. 
:ilUORE (knbigny), asked the Socrctary for 
.Public Lands-

" 1. At what date was the bow com
menced alongside Gowrie Homestead 'I 

" 2. Has it been completed yet? If 
so, "·hen? 

" 3. To what depth has it been sunk? 
" 4. \Yhat is the cost to date 1 
"5. Has an adequate supply of water 

been 'il8CUl'Pd '?'' 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR I>UBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W McCormack, Caims) replied-

" l. On 16th Scptcm ber, 1922. 
"2. Yes. On 29th June, 1923. 
" 3. 337 feet 2 inches. 
"4. £682 17s. lOci. 
" 5. Yes. At least 400 gallons of water 

per hour certified by Government 
Analyst to be suitable for stock and all 
domestic purposes." 

PAYMENT OF £400 TO MR. RANDOLPH BEDF0R1). 

Mr. KERR asked the Premier-
" In view of the fact that no connection 

existed bctweccn the \ isit of Mr. Ran
dolph Bedford and the State American 
loam, will be state in wba.t direction the 
payment of £400 to Mr. Bedford was 
warranted, and in what way the State 
was adn:~rtised ?" 

'!.'he PREMIER (Hon. E. G Theodore, 
C'hillagoe) replied-

" Mr. Bedford conducted a publicity 
campaign for Queensland through the 
medium of a considerable number of 
journals in the United States of 
America." 
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BOY IMMIGRANTS. 
Mr. KERR asked the Premier~ 

" [n reference to boy immigrants,~ 
1. ·what are the conditions under 

which these boys are hired out to 
farn1ers? 

2. IIavc any inspectors or persons 
been appointed to supervise lho con
ditions and the treatment of the bovs? 
If not, is it proposed to take any st'cps 
in that direetion? 

3. What is the financial obligaticn of 
th~ State in connection with these bov 
irnrnigrant~; and, if any, the n1noun~t 
and how apportioned?"' 

The PRE.'VIIER replied~ 
" 1. I lay on the table a copy of the 

ngret>ment entered into between a bo.) 
immigrant and his employer, and a copy 
of all indenture between the bov immi
granl cwd the Tmrmgration Agent. 

"2. J'\o; but the clerks of petty ses
sions and officers in c.harge of police in 
the districts to which the bovs are sent 
to employment have boon requested to 
look after the welfare of the bo} s. Thc> 
branches {)f the Now Settlers' League in 
the various districts also v. atch over the 
boys' interr-,ts. 

"3. None." 

"Whereupon the Premier laid upon the table 
of the House the agreement l'eferred to. 

ADDRESS I:\' REPLY. 

RESU}!PTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): Before ·acJ.dre" 
ing myself to the motion before the House, 
I would like tD refer to the fact that the 
coal strike in New South Wale> is virtually 
over, and that, I understand, an arrange
ment ha.s boon made botwenn the employers 
and employees. I think we must all regard 
that fact >vith satisfaction when we realise 
that, as a result of this 'trikc~one of many 
unfortunate strik:c'-', in ~.\ustralia-son1ewhcrc 
in the vicinitv of 8,000 families have been 
practically on the bread line for tho last 
three or four months. I refer to this matter 
more or loss for the purpooe of directing· 
attention tD the unfair ropru0ntation of tho 
case hich has been made---without any 
possibility of jurisdiction in the matter by 
Parliam,_nt-by Yarious ne'<;'Spapers in 
Queensland. It j, a matter on which we 
a.ll here must fool concerned, because, 
according to figures of the Corrunon\vealth 
Statistician of recent dat•, something like 
£26.000 in wages was lost to the "·orkcrs 
under a Labour Administration during the 
first three months of this year. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Quote the New South Wales 
figures. 

Mr. KERR: Unfortunately, under the 
Doolev Labour Administration m New 
South" vV ale.,, there was also a loss. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Quote the figures under the 
Fuller Administration. 

Mr. KERR: I wish to ·draw attention to 
the unfair repres<mtation of the matter, 
calculated to engender discontent in the 
minds of the people, by certain headlines 
and assertions in daily papers, and I want 
to be fair to certain newspapers in Brisbane 
on the matter. I shall quote first from the 

fMr·. Kerr. 

'· Brisbane Courier " of the 21st J uno last~ 
at a time when the negotiations were at 
a very delicate stage, and when many 
of the families of those on strike in New 
South \Vales wore visiting iho coal dumps 
to collect small pieces of eo"] 1 o keep their 
fires bl!rning. La tor on I shall refer to 
another instance of what can happen in an 
enlightened community under a Labour 
A·dministration, v:ho make the claim that 
t<nder their rule everything is all that can 
he desired, and point ou1 that :it is an occa
sion for using tho words of the present 
Home Secretary himself whon he moved in 
a matter of privilege in this House with 
respect to the Press, and said that certain of 
their actions were degrading Parliament. I 
say that some of the newspapers of to-day 
<!re de!Yraclins..; the iutelligl'uco Df tho ]F'ople, 
and I ~hall r,;fer specially to one paper in this 
city which is doing more to make these people 
eke out their troubles and prejudice a proper 
understanding of them. !Government inter
ruption.) I shall quote first this fair com
ment on the question by the " Brisbane 
Courier.'' headed~ 

" PROSPECTS BmGHTE!l. 
'· THE COAL STRIKE. 

'' Comin(J Conference. 

"Jlinas Sick of Conditions. 
" Cessnock, J unc 20. 

" The intenention of the Acting Pre
mier (7\Ir. Oakes) in the coal dispute 
has lifted the community out of a 
slough of dt·'·.pond. The announcement 
of the approaching conference between 
the l)arties has giYcn rise to hopes for 
an o'arly settlement of the trouble." 

\Ye fmd in the "Dailv Standard" of about 
1 ho same date. undc]· Yen· thickly inked 
headlines~ " 

" CoAL BARONS BEATE:-1. 
.. THllO\\'T~G liP THE FIGHT. 

'' 'Tory Premier Calling J>artie,Qo 
1'oyctltcr." 

GoYER~DIE~T :\1£:\!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
:l<lr. KERR: I ycnturc to say that that 

is still the claim of hon. members opposite. 
Thev s11v, " Hear, hear!" They say that 
that· is fair comment at a time when the 
liYolihood of 8 000 families is at stake 1 

In any court 'of justice no eotnmont is 
allowed whon any matter is ,,ub judice. 
Yet we ha.-c in our cit:: a paper .which ic, 
under no control of any dc-ocnptwn, and 
v:hich is allowed to inflame th·; minds of 
the people and preyent them from coming 
to a settlc>ment of their dispute. The Home 
Secretary, when speaking last year on a 
question of pri.-ileg0, said that such a 
thing ,vas "gutter journalism." I venture 
to say that that " gutter journalism" to-day 
in that publicati{)n is doing- more harm 
than in ttny other way in Australia. If 
the Home Secretary thought it was neces
sary to control the newspapers in one 
respect. it is necessary to stop in and contr{)l 
thorn in another. I will now leave that 
question. 

Mr. RIORDAN: You will want to get off 
that question. Your argument is very weak. 

Mr. KERR: I desire to draw attention 
to the wording of the motion now before 
tho House. It says~ 

"We His Majesty's loyal and dutiful 
subject~, the members of the Legislative 
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Assembly of Queemland, in Parliament 
assembled, clesire to assure your Excel
lency of our continued loyalty and affec
tion towards the Throne ancl person of 
our most gracious Sovereign, and to 
tencler our thanks to your Excellency 
for lhe speech with which you have 
been pleasecl to open the present 
session." 

A GOVERN)IE:-!T ME)rBER: There is nothing 
wrong in that. 

Mr. KERR: No, there is nothing wrong 
in that. I subscribe to those sentiments 
along with hon. gentlemen in this 1-Iouse, 
but I take exception to what is being done 
to-day by hon. members opposite. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : It is 
being clone by hon. member- of the Opposi
twn. 

Mr. KERR: It is not. The assurance of 
" affection towards the Throne'' is a mer<; 
formality of Parliamentary procedure. 
\Vhile hon. members opposite ~ubscribe to 
those sentiments, they at the same time take 
the chair at a public meeting in Queensland 
and Yilify and permit the vilification of the 
Representative of the Throne in the person 
ot His Excellency the Go,·ernor. 

:i\ir. RYAN interjected. 

Mr. KERR: If the c-:rp fits the hon. 
gentlernan, \veil and good. The quicker we 
recognise our loyalty to Great Britain the 
br,tter it will bo for us. The sooner we 
make it possible to stamp out this dislO\·altv 
and prevent the villainous a.ttacks on~ thO 
Representative of His :Ylaj esty thu King, 
thn better it will be for us. 

The HO)IE SECRETARY : \Y oulcl the hen. 
gentleman shoot the dislovaiists? 

:Ylr. KERR: If it is necoe-,ary for us to 
<kport from Australia those who are dis
loyal, then it is necessary to deport "those 
who are i-nstrumental in furthering that 
disloyalty. · 

The Governor's Speech caused no surprise 
to this House. We know that the Govern
ment have a majoritv of representative,,. 

GOVERNMENT JY1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: We recognise that fact but 
I venture to question \Yhother they h;vc a 
mandate to cany on in this House. 
(Government laughter.) The hon. gentlemen 
may laugh; but, if they will ewmine the 
figures in connection with the last State 
elections contained· in the returning officers' 
declarations, they \vill find that the Govern
ment have a minority of somethin~ liko 
14,000 votes in Queensland. b 

Mr. RYAN: They have a majority of 
fourteen seats. 

Mr. KERR: And, after allowing a deduc
tion for the electorates wl1ich wore not con
tested. hy Labour candidates, they have a 
mmonty of something in the vicinity of 
10,000 votes. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1' UBLIC LANDS : Your 
figures arc wrong. 

Mr. KERR: The figures are taken from 
the returning officers' dcclara tions. They 
may not be absolutely up to date-{Govern
ment laughter)-but the small returns still 
to come along will not materially affect the 
result. Hon. gentlemen opposite know that. 
They also know that in Southern Queens
land, and in the Federal division of Capri-

cornia, where p1·oportional ~-epresentatiou 
has obtained, th0 United Party and the
Country Party have a majority of four 
seats. In that area thb United Party ancl 
Country l'arty combined have a majority 
of four seats with approximately a majority 
of 30.000 votes. That is equal and propor
tionate representation, in my opinion. If 
you turn to the other part of the State-the
Tropical North, the l'eninsula and Gulf, 
the Korth-wcst, the Central \Vest, and the 
South-west-You will find that the Govern
ment in those areas have a net majority of 
eighteen seats; that 36,000 people are reprc•
sented by two seats on the Opposition sick 
of the House, whereas 52,000-just a few 
thousand more-arc represented in the 
Government by twonb scat.. Thoro is no 
proportionate rcprese'ntation there. This 
h11s been brought about by the adoption of 
boundaries which arc not fair boundarie<, 
and, further, the Act itself has also been 
cloparted from. It is practically useless for 
this Parliament to lay down a quota when 
that quota is departed from b·; the Govern
meEt. . The Pretnicr, in his electorate, has 
not tho minirnun1 reprf''l\entation laid down 
by the Legislature of tl,is country of 20 per 
cent. below the quota. 

The PmmtER: I had when the boundaries 
\YPre fixed. 

Mr. KEllH : I venture to <.ay that the 
large number of electors below that mini
mum c<e·uld not have left the clector .. te in 
tit<J fc•.; months that have elapsed sinco the 
redistribution. If the Gm·ernment to-dav 
ii:tcnd Lo .lo the right thing in regard t~ 
rh,, legislation, thm· should adhNc to the 
law. More particularly sh,mld they adhere 
to it, so far as thu representation of the 
pc:>plc is concerned. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: You want a redis
tribution eycry year. 

Mr. KERR: Perhaps it would be bdtor: 
pcrhajis it would be wiw. ThCJ Government 
had al'·1 paid !he redistributors. or the 
people who mapped out the redistributed 
areas. a c0rtain stun in addition to their 
salaries I do not know for what reason 
they did so, because they were only doing 
!heir work as officers of the Public Service 
fm which t)H,y drew their salaries. in addi
lion to which they \vere paid a bonus by 
the Government. 

The PREMIEH: We simply followed the 
precedent laid down in the past by vour 
party. 

Mr. KERR : If thc,re is anything the 
I. a bour Gm-ernmcnt arc noted for it is 
"·ir.ing out precedent; yc1, when they arf' 
taken to task. thev me the old belated 
argument. · 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: Prece
dents are all right when they are good ones. 

:Mr. KERR: Quite right; but that wa.
a bad precedent, and the Government have 
followed it. In my own electorate I have 
well over the ma.ximum of 20 per cent. over 
the quota.. 

'rho PREMIER : Let us ha Vfl another elec
tion. 

~1r. KEHR: Quite a good ide::t, with 
redistributed electorates. 

Talking in regard to the Address in Reply. 
we know perfectly well it is a wonderful 
work of dissimulation. It is, possibly, the· 

Mr. Ken·,] 
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s.hortest Address in Hcply that we have over 
had in this House. 

Mr. K!RWAN: You don't know what yon 
are talking a-bout. I was hero an{l heal'd 
it in 1912. 

Mr. KEHR: There was ·no Governor's 
Speech, as we know, at the bPginning of 
last Parliament. \Vo all know that it is the 
rc,sult of the Premier's keen penetration of 
judgment. It shows certain things which 
we all knew before the Speech was read. 
F:,~pr~"·thirHr is aboYeboard, and :,,·ou cnulcl 
e-~ what the Govcrnincnt are g·oing to bring 

before the people but not carry out:, because 
1 hey ha vo not got the money to do so. 
1-"here is a good deal in the Address which 
is secret, and a number of half lights. I have 
1wro a quotation from Bacon's E::;says on 
'' Simulation <1nd Dissimulation," \vhi<'h I 
shall read. It is right to tho point in 
n·ga.rd to the Governor's Speech that has 
!Jcen prc ontecl to thi.o House. It sa0 ,_ 

·'The advantages of sin1ulation and 
dissimulation are three: first, to lay 
asleep opposition and to suqwise: for 
'\'hen a n1an'o intentions are published, 
it is an abrum to eali up all that arc 
again""t thern; the second i,;_j to l'C'scrYo to 
a man's set£ a fai1.· rotreat; for, if a ~nan 
eng-age himsol£ l!~· a manif0,t clcclna· 
tion. he must go tln·c,ngh or take a hll.'' 

1~veryono kno;vs thll t the Government are 
bonnd by the decisions of tho Emu Park 
Convention. I think in regard to the policy 
to be put by tho Gm·crnmcnt before the 
House that there will be negotiations 
l>etwecn the two parti"' on ihat side; but 
the Gov2rnment cannot come before Parlia· 
ment cxpre~"'ing a de·,_ire to can·~.' out a 
,'crtain progranune and then carrY out an 
cntirch dif!eront ono. I know them well 
enough to know that thenl arc extremiots 
on that side of the House who are not going 
to sit idly b, and allow the Government to 
carry out the sum of their expressed inten
tions. There arc 0xtremists on that side 
who will not bow clown to any proposal to 
py;e the man on th,, land a fair price for 
his product-:; and then let tho consumer pav 
:1 fair price in his turn. 'rhev are th"C 
rnnstcrs on that side, and they are' not going 
to allow tha.t. That is why I say-

" The advantage of si1nulalio:u and 
dissimulation . . is to re· -ervo io 
a m1.n's self a fair ret,rcat.:' 

Evervonc !ow-,.vs that the Premier is a 
n.cderate man, and that he is looking into 
the future for a fair retreat. The quotation 
continues-

" Th~ third is, the better to discover 
the 1nind of another." · 

\\' e arc prepared to give the Premier our 
assistance on c ·;Ny matter that is for the 
advancmne11t of this State. 'I'here is noth
ing to hide, and I hope that hP will carry 
out and pa;. a g-ood deal of attention during
th_c coming· Parliament to man:, things that 
mll be put before tho House by this sido. 

The. question of immigration has been 
omitt.ecl entirely from the Governor's Speech. 
It has been the policy of the Government 
for man: yeat., io refer to it in a veiled 
way. but on t.his occac,ion they have abso· 
lutely ignored the immig-ration question. I 
think it is right for a Statf> like Queensland, 
wtth our large area of land to take our 
share in settling the white po];ulation of the 
world. It is an absolute essentiality for 

f Jlfr. Kerr. 

rnan.v r(,asons that Australia, and Queensland 
particuladv. shoc1ld tako its part in thiB 
question. \Ye have men such as H. G. Wells 
and Bertrand Russe!l, great mcon of thought, 
to-day advocating birth control. If you like 
to read what they have to sa:, about the 
teeming yellow population, you will find the 
only solution ,,-here the} hav-e Sf'vcra.l hun
dr,-d people to the square mile is tho birth 
control of th03o nations. They are next door 
to us, and ''"il ha vc the Government of this 
countrv attempting to put land into use and 
yet bringing no imrnigrants ini-o the country. 
J t is ono u f the foremost needs in a country 
likn this to bring in a population. Now in· 
regarcl to the white population of tho world. 
I find that in the last Teachers' Conferonoe 
-to t<,II you how thingo are happening in 
Queensland to-day-in regard to Japanese 
and Chine -e students. they want Hegulation 
130, reading-

" Children who are otherwise eligible 
as pupils shall not be refused admission 
to a.nv school on account of race or colour 
witho~ut a special direction of the 
}Iini~tcr "-

to be clelct<·d and the following inserted-
" Children of alien descent aro not to 

be ,cdmittr'd to State schools; but, where 
there i a sufficient nun1ber, they rr1ay 
bo tn ught in an alien school adminis
tered by the Home Secretary's Depart
Inent. '' 

: Ir. Edmunds, of the :'-iorthern Tableland, 
'.Yhen proposing the aboye motion, stated-

" Tlwre had been a great influx of 
Chincs0, Japanese, and other alien pupils 
into the :'<i"orthern schools. These people 
in 1110 ,_.t f'~tses did not live under the 
'amo itcalthv conditions as the white 
children.. They entered a. strong protest 
ag-ainst alien children entering the 
."chools and nsipg their n1atcrials." 

It will possibly be said that this is a 
Cc 'lll1lOll\Ycnlth n1attcr. If i1" is a Colnmon
\.ralth T11a1tcr, it is happening in O'JT ovvn 
~tntc. and it is right that the Quecnshmd 
(;m·ernnknt >"hmlld bring these matters 

bdore the proper authority. vVe 
l.4 p.n1.] have had in1migrants coming into 

this country with slips of paper 
't ating th:tt they are looking for work, and 
they arc unable to speak one word of 
English. (lur la\YS to-day in regard to the 
educational test arc absolutely absurd and 
c.-,cless for the purpose. 

lion. F. '!'. BRE'\X,\K: That is a Common
' celth matter. 
1\Ir. KEHR: If that is the wr,v that sort of 

ihin" is to be treated bY the Government
that" it is ,,, Conunm;wPalth matter-the 
quicker \YC' get ano1 her Govcrnnu:mt in to 
attend to ihe requirements of our mv-n State 
the better. The hon. gentleman who has 
interjected is a :Yiinister of the CrO\Yn, and. 
although thc::-e thjr>~s are happening in our 
own Stat0, he• says it js a Commonwealth 
matter. Tt is pure]~· a State question. Let 
us go buck a fc,v yca.Ts and ;:.pc the an1ount 
of moncv epent by prev-ious Administrations 
on i1nmigr-1tion. In i.912-13, out of revenue. 
the Government spent £54,000 on immigra
tion. In 1913-14 the GoYernment spent 
£60,000 on i:cmig-ration. vVhilc on financial 
matters. let me say that t h<' Qnc<'nsland 
Goycrnnwnt are the only Government in 
,\ustralia to-dav who have not been able tD 
show a eurplus' at the end of the financi~I 
vear. Thev are the onlv Government m 
Australia \~ho, b:v the umvise expenditure of 
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money, sh0w 8, deficit ,,-hen baltmcing their 
accounts. That in itself is sufficient to call 
for a stocktaking on the part of every mem
ber who has eo knowledge of the qu<•·tions 
before thP country, and shows that some 
alteration should take place. In five year,, 
1918 to 1922. hom revenue the present 
Government spent the small sum of £4 on 
immigration. In 1884 the Government of 
ihe day, in order to populate this State, went 
(o the extent of spending £400,000 of loan 
money and £750,000 from revenue, making 
a total for the year of £1,150,000 on immi
grat.ion. In 1889, in order to bring immi
gmnts to this country, the Government spent 
£250.000. In 1890 the Gowrnment spent 
£200,000 on immigration, and in 1913 the 
expenditure amounted to £975.000. V\'lwn 
;wu look back into the history of Queen·-land, 
we find that the State was able to pay those 
large amounts out of revenue nnd out of loan 
money in order to populate this State, and 
it must be remembered that in those days, 
<nving· to the \\ ise expenditur~ of loan money 
on l'Pprnr1netive works, snfficif'nt reYcnue \vas 
receiyed to pay the interest. To-day loan 
lllOllC_.' is lJot. TH:tying it·.., \Yay, and there j:, 
no loan :rnoney being spent to bring in1mi
grants into tbis country. The change of 
polir·y in that regard ha' bN'n detrimental 
to the countrv. Let hon. members turn. sav. 
to lYhckay .. Gym pie, Chm·ten Towers, or 
other placr '· and thev will find that the 
population in those centres has decreased. 
In Charters Towers the population has 
decreased probablv by 50 per cent., and in 
Gympil' by 50 per cent., and we find the 
people flockin~ to the cit0•. The number of 
people coming to the cities is making the 
unemployed qtwstion ono of the greatest 
problems that Queensland probably has oYer 
been aske·d to attack. This po .. ition has been 
brought Lbout by the expenditure of loan 
1noneY in vcrong avenues. This is a Sf'riou::; 
question. and one that demands a good deal 
of oonsido ration. 

The ,ccondary indu··.iJ·ios to-day, in which 
1nan:.' n1en1b._rs on the opposite benches are 
interested, LfU not re· __ civing proper con
sideration. Not one paragraph in the 
Governor's Speech deals with the secondary 
industricq, of this Stab. Thoro is another 
question for ('onsidcrat~on in connection with 
the secondarv industri·. '· There is a good 
deal to be ·"id in r('gard to the consenation 
of water, the conse~·yation of fodder. the 
opening of lands for settlement. the building 
of raihvavs, and irrigation. They are all 
noccs-~ary to tbe countr:::·. but it is usclrss, in 
connf'ction wjth then1, to borrow n1il1ions of 
pounds, O\'crcapitalisc the land, and not give 
t.he farme>: a chance. It is much better to 
g·i'vc the 1nen a1read;· on the land every 
opportunity of becoming succn'Sful. It is not 
a question of nm,r ~en cotning into this 
country and going on to theso lands; \VC 

h.wo thousands of men going on to the land, 
:-;taying 1hero a short p13riod, and then com
ing off again. \Ye can solve thiR question of 
keeping men on the land b~· giving a decent, 
attrac,Ivo tenure. \Ve have not done that 
under a Labour A.dn1inistration. There is no 
decent tenure for land to.dav. The Labour 
Government \Yiped out the onh· decent tenure 
in regard to our lands-that' is, the home
stead tenure. That has been abolished. It 
is impossible to get freehold. to-day. Many 
millions of pounds were borrowed from the 
Commonwealth for the specific purpose of 
buying freehold land and turning it into 
Government land, and the interest on the 

money bon·mved was ch<ngcd to the returned 
soldiers. Thov should ncYer ha ye been asked 
to foot the bill in th.It n·gard. I do not 
kno,v how the GoYernn1ent aro going to over
con1o the {hffiel!1ties in regard to making 
advances. I have gone to the trouble of 
taking out the figtll'Eo in regard to settle
ment. Between 1902 and 1922 the number of 
freehold applications in that period totalled 
5,646, and the amount advanced against free
hold totalled £1,788,000. K<m, if we take the 
leasehold tenure. we find in the twent,- vears 
the number of applicants totalled Oilly" 692, 
and the amount advance·d totalled £104,000. 
I venture to · >J' that the ',ciping out of thP 
freehold tenure, which provides security for 
advances, i, going to cripple the primary 
production in Queensland. l:nh>Bs wo find 
another sysiorn to give security for advances 
other than the leasehold svstcm, we arc not 
going to make: progr0ss inv Queensland. The 
onlv thing on \Yhirh yo;.1 < ,lll get an advance 
to-dav is on the improYements you put on 
your "property. and that is insufti9icnt when 
vou w1nt about 50 per oent. sccunty. Some 
other scheme must be adopted, and ther<' is 
nothing outlined in the Governor's Speech 
that is going to help the men already on 
the land. \Yh,,n •.-;c had the cattle market 
slumping badly, \Yhat did. we find? \Vh_en 
cattle \VC'l'O corning do·wn Jll pncc th0 Pnce 
Fixino· Con1111~ssioner fixed a price for the 
consu~1('r. Cattle wore falling and the dis
tributor vcas bu,·ing cheap meat, .1.nd in that 
way the State butcher shops 'inco 1917 haYe 
ma'clc the enormous profit of £200.000. The~
have onlY done it in one way. They made 
that profit when cattle W('re slumping and 
the P}·ice Fixing Con1missioncr fixed a price 
for beef. He n1ade the consun1cr pay a 
higher price than v; as noce~sary, and gayc an 
extra prcftt to the distributor. And this was 
under a Labour A·dministra1ion! There was 
no encouragPP1Pnt given to i

1 1C cattle indus
tn· in anv 'hape or form. Then there is the 
matter of the fixing of the price for flour. 
Hon. members opposite know perfectly well 
that flour "·as being· sold in 0uel'nsland at a 
lo,;;or pri,)-e than 'vas charg-ed for bran and 
pollard. \Vhen flour was £12 10s. per ton the 
farmer who used br;,n and pollard had to 
pay £13 10s. per ton for it-£1 per ton more. 

\Vhon 1 went io the Price Fixing Com
rnis~ionor with a dPputation asking him to 
bring 'l"wn the price of bran and pollard, 'o 
as to l;'iYe a. decent price to the farmer, he 
mid it .,, as quPstion of policy on the part of 
thn GoYernn1ent-these are l1'1Y oY, n ·words
to give the consumer cheaper flour But, at 
the same time. the\ never 'considered the 
rnan on the land and gave him cheaper bran 
nn_d pollard Fie ·was charged a higher 
llrlCC'. 

The SrccRETARY FOR Amum;urmm : Did you 
re~d what the Commissioner said about the 
orwrations of the Wheat Pool Board? 

?Jr. KERR: No; I have not. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: It would 

Le interesting to you if you did. 
Mr. KERR: The hon. gcnl'loman mPn

t icns the ·whoa t Pool Board: I have some· 
thinrr to sav with regard to the cotton indus· 
~r~"·, o n1orc · parUcularly vvith referPnco to 
ra'toon eottcn. The farmers of Queensland 
have been sold lock, dock, and barrel to 
the cotton combine·. in England. If any 
hon. membPr wants to see them, 1 havu 
twelve ,amples of the cotton produced in 
the mills of these delegates at home. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. Kcrr.] 
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Mr. KERR: Hon. members can inspect 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You 
have no right to make a '>tatement of that 
kind. 

Mr. KERR: I will prove the truth of my 
sta tcments. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member is not in order in discu"sing that 
su bj cct as he has a notice of motion on the 
h1sinc.'s paper Jealiug with it. 

Mr. KERR: In the Govemor's Speech 
thoro is a. Bill promised in regard to the 
crmtrol of cotton, and that control is going 
to be handed to vested interest -to company 
promoters who came out to Australia when 
the Go\·crnment had not sufficient money 
ttnd wen1 not prepared to establish cotton 
gins. The Government 1verc not prepared 
to 0'tal1lich the cotton ginnetie.s, but they 
gave the control to vested intcrPsts in the 
old country. The Gonornment v:ill never be 
rcblc to carry out th0 agreement thev ha vo 
m a de with the "cotton barons" -as tli'ey call 
them-in thA old country. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 The hon. 
n.,_ernber is not. 1n orcl0r in discussing a 
motion of ··,·hich notice has been gi yen. 

Mr. KERR: In the Governor's Speech 
tJJCr~:. i~ a sugge-;tion to bring in a C'otton 
Central Bill. 

The SPEAKER: Order~ The hon. 
m( mb 1r is di oCU"'sing rt notic2 of m<1tion 
which will come on later. He cannot antici
pate the discussion which "·ill come on 
subsequently. 

Mr. KERR: I have samples of ratoon 
c<,tton here which I can shcw hon. n.embcrs. 
The lead?r of the Country party. when 
spcalong thn other da.y, said that the pre
,cnt CDvermnent had claimer] practically 
C\ETy [Jleco of luunanitarian legislation 
brought for\Yard in Quecns1ancl. 

CovER:>J1TE:;;r J\IE}IBERS: Hear, hcrrr! 

i\fr. KERR: Hon. member6 opposite sa,· 
(' Hear, hear !" I sav i-hat the Governmen~t 
have pra.ctic "lly broi:1ght no lnunanitarian 
legislation fon1·ard. 

A GOVERN1!ENT MnrBER: Don't he silly. 
Mr. KERR: I \Yant to point out where 

things are leading in ;·cgard to premiums 
uuder the ·workers' Compensation Act. The 
State insurnnc~ monopolv to-dav is collect
in,r premiums from youths of from fourteen 
to twenty-one y-ears of age IYho are work
i:'g, and, i,f_ they are killed, no compensa
t:on IS pa.Jcl other than funeral expenses. 
The State Insurancc Department a.llows a 
roaximum o[ £50. whilu in other Shtes of 
Australia they allow a· maximum of £100. 
Parents bring their children up and clothe 
them. up to four!eon or fif~een yeus of age. 
and It 1s not log1ca.l to claim a premium for 
those boys between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty-ono, and then, if thev meet with a 
fatal accident, to turn them ~{own and give 
them no con1pcnsation. 

Tho ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It i; not true. 

Mr. KERR: It is true. I can give the 
case of 11 boy who was fatally in~ured and 
notwithstrwding that for a number or' vcar~ 
the employer was paying his promiun1s to 
the State Insurance Department on his death 
hio people .only .reeeivecl the fun~ral expenses, 
or Bomethmg hke £27. That IS the action 
wh10h the State Insurance Department take.i. 

[ .ili r. Ken·. 

It is not honest to claim premiums and not 
pay compensation. I sa.y also that it is not 
justice, when a man meets with an acc1dcnt, 
that ho should have to wait three days 
bPfore any payment is made to him, morf! 
c'pecially wlwn you consider that the 
\Yorker~' Cor11pensatio!1 Departn1ent ha~ 
made over £200,000 since it <Started to 
operate. It should make some allocation of 
that money. The principle of insurance 
demands that i1 man should receive compen
s:ttion from the day he is incapacitated. 

J\!r. FOLEY : It used to be fourteen daYS 
under the old Tory measure. · 

:\'fr. KERR : \V omen used to work in 
mines at ono time. \V e do not want to go 
back to the :;1iddle Ages. \Ve are advan
cing, and eYolution n1ake-> n1ore changes in 
this country than all the talk of revolution 
,,-hich comes from the opposite side. In 
regard to the ,., < ,kly payments under the 
workers' compensation HJhemc, Queensland 
is again bc·hind. Queensland pays 50 per 
c.~nt. of a n1nn's earnings; in Ne1v South 
\Vales they pay 6f,~ per cent. ; and there are 
ether conecssions in the Now Zealand Act 
whieh are not conLincd iu the Queensland 
Act. I hope that, when the amending Bill 
corr1cs before the I-Iou;,c, a greater c-on_ce"sion 
will be given to the workers of Queol1sland 
than is being given under the Labol>l' 
Administration to-day. 

There is another thing I want to mention, 
which is not in the Governor's Speech. and 
that is in n'gard to thp vVar Service Homes. 
I rP;n-ct V<'ry much thr,t the Ministry. h~_tve 
not considered the ach-isa blcness of bnngmg 
the \Var Service Hom0s under the control of 
tlw State•. I believe they have examined the 
position. bnt havo not come to any agrec
nwut. I think the Government could very 
1wll bri1og down a scheme based on the 
priucipl0s of the present Commom• ealth Act. 
anJ tn.he tWer all. future buildings and War 
S0rYiec Ilonu-.,, paid for 1vith money 
borro\n•d from the Commonwealth. I am a 
bclicYcr ill decentralisation; I am not a 
!'clievcr in ccntmliscd authoritv. I do not 
be1ic,-· \; e arc getting a just {fcal fl·orn itw 
central anihorihr in lVIell>ourPe: it is torJ 
far a:wa-.. ~. anrl (;overnnlent offici:tls like tu 
keep as' · nm~h as possible in Melbourne. 
There ~rn other matters in regard to War 
Scn·ice Homes which I consider are Jeplor
ablc. It would be impo"ihle, nnless all 
c•quitablc arrangement •.:ere made, to take 
oYer the exl::-ting hoLlC':::;. There are thou
sands of r:copJc in Queensland waiting for 
these honws. vY c ought to be tackling the 
quc;;;tifJ:1 of future hom('s, and at son1e ~ub
sequeut time \VC may be able to con:e. ;o 
son1c a1 rang't::nmlt, to take oyer ex1stu1g 
bomce. l place the suggestion before the 
GoYernmL'lli for their consideration. In 
South Australia thcv have taken OY0r the 
\Yar Servico Homes; and also in Victoria. 
and in \V est ern Australia the GoYernrneiJt 
act as ttgents. Tasmania and I\ew South 
\Vales, together with Queensland, have 
declined to do so up to date. I would very 
much like to see this State take them over 
anrl. bring them under the jurisdiction of th0 
existing "·orkcrs' dwellings administration, 
\vhich cou le! verv well handle them. I 
would not for a m"oment advocate the taking 
over of these homes except on a system based 
on the pl'C.<ent Commonwealth Act-I mean 
particularly with regard to i'reehold land. 
I particnlinly stress -that. I would not on 
any consideration support a. Bill which 
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wiped out the freehold provisions of the, 
Commom1calth Act. I also want to toll the 
Government that, from my experience in 
regard to \vorkers' dwellings-and I have 
had a good deal of experience in connection 
with the vVar Service Homes-the, g1:oup 
s::Jtern under the 'Workers' Homes Act is, in 
my opinion, altogether a mistake. You will 
never got satisfaction under the vVorkers' 
Homes ":\et so long as you purchase consider
a blc blocks of ]and and build houses in 
g1·oups-houses of the su1no design running 
in parallel ,streets, no· matter how much yoa 
11111\ altcr the veranda or other little details. 
If the \Vorkers' Homes Act is to be a success, 
lot us purchase land in an established 
lonlity, so that all the houses will not be 
of th~ sctmc dcc.ign, or likely to be of the 
sarne design. 

Hon. F. T. BREXKAX: Alter the logs. 
l\Ir. KERR: The Government need to 

alter some of the logs in the houses erected 
b:;· them-they are so \vide apart that you 
can practically walk through them The 
worker's homo of to-day is not eati' tuctory 
at all, and something has got to be done to 
tnake it so. I \vould t;uggcst to tho Go..-orn
lnent that we follow the lint•:; of ~t~\v /jea
land in this branch of legislation-as we 
have done in yariou:-: other branchc,-3-and 
so arrange matters that the workt'r tan get 
a freehold home by paying a dr'posit of £10. 

Mr. GrLDAY: \Ye do better than that. 
Mr. KERR: The Gov-ernment do not giye 

the man his land. Ii the:· do letter, and 
giYe the man his lund, I say well and good, 
but the workers' ho1ncs arc not going to bo 
a succe~B for n1any years to con1c. I am 
going to show that. if they adopt the prin
ciple of the \Vcrkero' Dwellings Act passed 
by a previous Administration, and giv-e the 
1nan hi,.; home on a freehold basis on a 
deposit of £10, they \rill be justified, as 
thoro arc onlv small arrears of loss than 1 
per cent. ouf",tanding under th1t tnoasuro. 
Almost any man in Queensland can put 
down £10. but in the lrt·t four years the 
prc~cnt Governn1cnt have spo~nt only 
£635,000 on '';orkers' dwellncg;, "-!wreas tor 
four ye~ rs under tho prcyious Admin:istra~ 
tion almost double that amount. or 
£1,242,000, ,., as spent. If thoee figures indi
~atc anything, they indicate that the people 
arc not satisfied with this Government's 
legislation. Furthermore, in the two years 
prior to the ad··ent of this Government, 
3,177 workers' dwellings were erected, as 
compared with only 790 during the last two 
vears of this Administration-another proof 
that their actions arc not acceptable to the 
people, There is evidently something wrong 
with their system, and I urge the Govern
ment to ir!troducc a Bill under which tha 
worker can build his home on freehold land 
upon a deposit of £10. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 
exhausted the time allowed to him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. PAY?\E (.'rlitchcll): The hon. mem
ber \Vho has just sat down intiri1atcd to this 
House tlw t a certain member ought to be 
dcporte.rl because he used his ordinary citi
zell's rights. Ho went on talking about 
lo\ altv. I think we he:crd enough of that 
rh;rin;,. the war. There is no man in this 
Hous;;', or outside it, who has more respect 
for the honest loyal man than I haYo, but 
I am sick and tired of the lick-spittle loyalty 
of which we heard so much in the streets of 

Brisbane during the war. Why, the people 
who talked so much about it were going to 
give the men to whom they appeal0d to 
enlist almost the whole of the State. What 
has been done? What have the hon. mem
ber for Enoggcra and the class he represents 
actually done for the returned soldiers? I 
know full well what has taken place. I 
know that numbers of young, able-bodied 
men left fairly good billets in this city to 
go to the \Yar, that the.y got badly wounde~, 
nnd that, when they came back, thmr 
c:nploy~rs did not re-employ them. I am 
sick and tired of this lick-spittle loyalty that 
I hear from hon. members opposite, and I 
hope that all reference to the war "end 
loyalty will-unless there be spec1al occasion 
to refer to them-be wiped out of the 
clehaics of this House. 

The loader of the Opposition the other 
evening said that he visited the ::JI[itchell 
electorate, and intimated that, if he did so 
often enough, he \Yould be ablo to persuad_e 
th"· electors of ::Ylitchell to return a candl
c:atc of hi class. I do not knov: what facts 
he has to guid<J him in saying that, because 
at the last election I got 100 more votes than 
at tile prm;ious electioll, although I lost a 
considerable nun1bcr through various causes. 
For one thin!-', three or four sheds were 
,hearing in the Barcoo electorate at the 
tiruc of the c1cr:tion, 1 ut no provision w~s 
rnade for 11ol1ing booths, and a pretty lng 
percentage of t.hc rnon vYorking there were 
Mitchell electors, who ,c]id not have the 
opportunity of recording· thf,ir votE-~:;. Theu 
again, on the day of the poll, there w~re 
racc ., in Blackall. and wnw fort:v or fi, ty 
residents of Longreach attc;1clcd them, ,':nd 
ihcv, too, had no opporiumty of recon,m::: 
thc~r 1 otos. I C'ln only tell the hon. rnembcr 
that, if he lived in the lVIitcholl electorate 
all the davs of his life, he would not get a 
majority ·of ib electors to vote for his 
candidat0. 

Tlw Gm-ernor. in his Opening Spec,h. 
pointed out that he had _ag·ain visited tho 
r1o1'thcrn and \YC~tcrn portions of thiS Stat0, 
and found the rcsidonh there suffering great 
inconvenipncc berausc of the class of houses 
in which they m·c compelled to live. Any one 
of ns who has trav-elled throulih the northern 
and vcestern parts of Queensland knows full 
we-ll the class of house in which many 
vvomcn and children arc forcC'd to live
dwellings built of iron. with very low walls 
and roofs not very high-and wo can unde_r
stand the discomfort which they involve. m 
a tcn1pcratur•~ in -:.lU1lmcr time of anytlung
from 110 degrec.J to 115 .degrees. But I am 
q]eas0d to sav that the \Yorkors' Homes Act 
],acsed bv tliis Gov-ernment last Parliament 
has alrea'dv ,done a great doal to relieve the 
sitnation, by enabling people in the country. 
as well as in other parts of Queensland, to 
c1cct decent homes for thcmselYes, which 
otherwioe they would not have the oppor
tunity of getting. 
GovERN~iENT ME)>IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. P A YNE: In my own electorate, ;more 

particularly in ~,ong1:each and the b1gger 
towns, that Act 1s domg good work .. and. I 
j rust the Government "'ill not be stmgy 111 

the sum they place upon the Entimatcs to 
meet the dem<:!nds under it. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: How many workers' 
ho-mes have been erected in Longreach? 

Mr. PAYNE: Half a dozen workers' 
homes arc under way in Longreach now, 

Mr. Payne.] 
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and I am satisfied that, if sufficient money 
i_, put on the Estimates. the people will 
avC~il thrmselves of it during next year to 
a very great extent. Anyhow, I am satis
!Jed that tho people who are receiving beno
flt from the n.easure will not forget the 
present Government, 

The1 Governor <JlsD referred in his Speech 
to the intention to resun1c son1o lal'ge hold
ings for subdivision as grazing selections. I 
see that the Govcrnn1cnt have already giYen 
notice1 for the resumption of three big hold
ings--Saltern Creek, in the Mitchell elec
torate; Marathon, Dn the Flinders; and 
Charlotte Plains, in the Cunnamulla district, 
I think it would be in the interests of graz
ing farmer'- if the Government rc,umcd onl_v 
tho>e holdings which ha ,-c short periods of 
lease left to run_ Saltern Crock falls in in 
1927. Marathon in 1931, and Charlotte 
Plains in 1934, There arc millions of acres 
of land in tho ::\<1itchell land district falling 
in in 1927 and 1928. I ha Y£l a list Df those 
place~-. and it \vill be ju't <ts well to remind 
thfl House that the~ are well fitted for 
doscr scttlc1nent in the forn1 of grazing 
···"loction, I have taken onlv the vcrv best 
holJing-e, tha_t are not toD fa'r Jrom Ol;r rail
ways Und arc free from the dog p0 J. 

Mr. ~10RGDi: \Yhe>t fll'(-a does the hon, 
..:JJP-nlbcr suggc>t? 

:r>ir_ P "\ Y :'\E : A lot depends on what is 
a living area, but I should say that not less 
than 10,000 >cr0s of the best land, not too 
far from our railways, is little l'nough. The 
holdings that will rcYcrt to thP Crown in 
1927 Ul'C-

Lerida 
·Mount Cornish 
Rockwood 
Stainburn Do\orns 
Tower Hill 
Antmac 
Bowen DDwns 
Corcena 
Culloden 
Lamn1crn1or 
Landsborough 

Square mile,_ 
463 
626 
322 

73 
139 
310 
714 
302 
114 
345 

88 

Those figures disclose a total 
1.438.000 acre•, Tho holdings 
n• -,.,.t to the Cro1n1 in 1928 M<'--

area of 
that will 

I{cn~ington Downs 
Rodne·: Do\\-ns 
Barenya 
Reacomfield East 
Ec~consfield \Vest 
Can1crDn J)o wns 
Darr Ri,·cr Down-. 
Evesham 1\Drth 
Groan llills 
Higl1f\clds 

Square mile .. _ 
247 

59 
177 

75 
134 
133 
418 
195 
128 

60 

"\ccording to thDso figur0s there is a tobl 
area of 1,198,520 acres_ Tho•0 figures disclose 

a total acreage Df 2,636,520 acres 
[4,30 p.m.] of reall:, good sheep land which 

wi\J revert to the Crown in 1927 
Hlld 1928, hence I ! hink it is unnece-ssary 
to roSllme any land the lease of which wiil 
t'xpire later than 1928 I understand that the 
Government have already giyen notice to some 
of the holdore, The compensation, which will 
be decider] by the Land Appeal Court, has 
caused a good deal of discussion. There seems 
to be a good deal of difference of Dpinion 
'" to how the compo,t:hation will be arrived 
at. Speaking as a layman, it appears to 

[Mr. Payne. 

me th<Jt the first pamgraph of sedion 14& 
of the Land Act contains the exact indication 
a' to how the compensation is to bo assessed. 
I do not think that the basis of compe:osation 
will be tho amount of wool that can he 
grown 'on a holding. I canrwt see how any 
court can decide what quantity or quality 
of wool can be grown on a- particular hold
ing. '!'he basis ,-.-ill have to be the value 
of a lease to an incoming tenant. If the 
eourt decides that the compensation, iu 
addition to the rent which the grazing 
fanner Trill haye to p:.ty, i" tDo great. then 
that shm' s cDnclusiyelv th-at the lessees arc 
not puyi11g sufficient i·ent to tho Crown r;t 
the present time. It appears to me that 
the value of tho land must he taken at what 
a person wDuld be prepared to giYe at the 
present time. These are questions that will 
have to be settled bv the court. I hone the 
Government will pt{sh on with the resump
tion of thc'e big holdings, and I am satisfied 
that, if !ht'v succeed in cutting up that 
connJry into dpccnt liYing areas, they arc 
going to meet the \rishes of 90 per ccnL of 
the people living in tbo,c districts, The 
whole of the people living in those districts 
depend on the pastoral industry. They 
depend on the growing of \\'Ool and th _, 
rc.uing of cattle for a livelihood, Every 
ir;diYidual v·tho lives ovt there ,,·ho is no1· 
the owner of a large hDlding is in favour of 
having those large holdings cut up. 

Mention is made in the GDvernor's Speech 
o [ the nropoced amendment of the 1\fain 
Reads \c·t. I hope, hen the amending Bill 
is introduced, that it will contain provisiolls 
forbiddin" the building of any mttin roads 
parallel to our raihntys, and that tho roads 
will Le built in such a way that they will 
act as feeder, to our railwa-ys. In tJ;,,velling 
aLout the counb·c~. both in a private capacitv 
and as membi'r of the l'ublic \Vork-t Cnm
rnis-,ion, I haYc gin~n a good deal of atten
tion tD this matter, and I am satisfted that, 
if the :'\fain Roads Board adopt the sensible 
idt:t of conbtrud ing roads as fc0ders to our 
railways, the railways will be in a position 
to return more than they ha ye rotur"cd m 
the pa,t_ 

It has been said b-' a good man:; people 
that a Goycrnmont has its life !o run, or, 
in other '"ords, that the public get sick oJ 
any particular brand of politicians. I do 
not agree ,.-ith that. The rresent Govern
ment have proved the reverse in this case. 
They have bo<m returned to power four 
times in mccesc,ion without altering their 
policy. No other GoYernmcnt that Queens
land ever had have been returne-d three 
tin1cs in ~ucce~sion vvithout altering their 
polic;c. This Government are unique in 
this respect:. !hat they are the only Govern
ment in the British Err,pire that were 
in power \\·hen war broke out, and still 
retain the Tn'a'urv benches. Thev arc the 
onlv Goverr-mcnt ii1 the British En{piro with 
S.JY'Crr,]gn right- carrying on the govcrnn1ont 
of !he countrv with ono House of Parlia
ment. These things maJ seem small to some 
people, but I sco uo reason wh' a Labour 
Governnwnt should not be m po,ver m 
Queensland for all time. I am satisfied 
that, if tho L.,bour Government go on in 
the way they have been going-paosing 
legislation that is lifting the man on the 
lo\vcst rmw of the ladder higher up than 
he ever \\'t~s bdorc-~if they can succeed in 
settling pooplo on Dur \Y estern lands Dn 
decent living areas, and if they continue to 
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Lring in hurnanitarian legislation, then the 
people of thi' country will recognise their 
worth, and tlwy will be here for all time. 

Mr. VOWLES (Daluy): I desire to sup
port the motion before the House, and also 
join in com·eying to His Excellency the 
expression of " our continued loyalty and 
affection towards the Throne and Person 
of our 1nost gracious Sovereign." Let 1110 
preface 1ny rmnarks by congratulating you, 
Mr. Speaker, on your re-election to the 
honourable and important position which 
you occupy to-day. During- the previous 
Parliament you and I occasionally came iuto 
conflict, but I found then that you ahvays 
possessed a good sporting spirit, which you 
displayed when we agreed to disagree in 
r<garcl to matters between u-. I trust that, 
when the Parliament assembled concludes, 

shall be able to say that you carried 
out the Standing Orders of this As~.embly to 
the satidaction of all concerned. I would 
like to i2nprr\,s upon you, as was done by 
the leader of the Conntry Party, the hon. 
member for Aubigny, that under the altered 
conditions of the Standing Orders to-clay, and 
the fact that we have a unicameral system 
a:; against a hicn1neral syE>tmn in tho past, 
greater nttcntion rnust be given by ho11. 
members to matters before the House, and 
tlwrefore it is urgently nece&.~arJ, in order 
to obtain tho best results in this House, that 
time should be given for mature considera
tion of every matter that com<>s before this 
House' and before Committee. 

Mr. COLLTXB: Give us ,some intellig·ent 
('riticisn1. 

.Mr. VO\VLES : I would like the hon. 
gPPt]Pn1fUl to g1vc" us some intelligent 
criticism. I have listened to him for twelve 
yerus, a.Jcl I have never yet heard him give 
::tny intelligent criticism. I think the Go
y(·rnor's Spcpch itself is rnore remarkable 
for ',rhat is not in it than for what it con
tai'ns. In the past \ve have been accustomed 
,,, find a good deal of padding and a good 
deal of political propaganda in it, and I 
ym.:turc tD ')aJ.r, on an occasion like this 
after a genua! ckction has been determined, 

in a small Speech such as this is, that 
Governor's advisers should have found 

it Itcce"sary to go in for a little bit more of 
propaganda and a few less gibes at the 
Ccnnnonwealth Government. They have 
found it ucce~sary to introduce the sugar 
\Lucr,~tion-a subject oYer ·which we have no 
j tu·jsdietion at all, but a matter in regard 
to which \\"0 all dc-,ire to see an agreerr1011t 
bro~tght nhout that will be acceptable to 
the gro-n'Ls-an agrcmncnt on the lines of 
the old one whid1 has just expired. I think 
it is rcg-rd.i n ble that the Government should 
iudulvc in th( •'e little gibes, and say-

" The 'u~··ll' industry has been faced 
with a very critical poPition owing to 
the tardiness of the Commonwealth Go
Yernnwllt in declaring its intentions 

ards the inclnstr.\ on the expiration of 
Sugar Agreement." 

The SECREURY FOR PcBLIO \YORKS: That is 
Yery mild. 

:\fr. VOVVT~FS: H may be mild, but it is 
quite unt~e<·~•so:ary, bocaw·-c it i;:; not a matter 
in the diserction of this Assembly. While 
we ·,re on the subject, perhaps the SecretarJ 
for PDbiic \\.orkc; might tell us why thee··; 
i~ this de~ay lr. lettlnf~ tJ;,~ contra~t in cc.n· 
nPction Ycith the new sugar mill which it is 
pruposed to establish on the Tully River. 

The SECRE1'AllY FOR PuBLIC .WORKS: There 
i~ no delay whatever. 

Mr. VOvVLES: I think it has been post
poned twice already. 

The SECRET.iRY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: You 
will be told all about it in due time 

Mr. VOWLES: It is something like the 
housPs which the last speaker told us about 
that were being erected and the wonderful 
ben cuts that ha.ve- accrued under the 
\Yorlwro' Home' Act; but, when I asked 
him how mane', he stticl there were none. 
The same thing applies in regard to that 
.,ugar mill. 

The l'unnER: You must giYc us fair time 
tu eonsi<lcr it. 

J\Tr. VUWLEB: I think there have bem. 
three roetponc·ments already. The Govern
ment at the outset should have allowed suffi
cient time for the :English tenclorers. 

The PREMIER . Do :vou think it is necessary 
lha t v:o ,houlcl get English tenders? 

Mr. VOWLES : I think that matter should 
have been considered at first. The only 
thing is that the po,tponements may go on 
and on. and may result in nothing being 
!

1
0110 at alL 
Cllr. J3RAKD: They want English tenders, 

c pociaJly \Yhen they want a loan in 1925. 
Mr. YO\YLES: I am going on the experi

ence of (~llr friend, the hon. men1ber for 
'\f[tchell, about the ,mnclcrs of the vVorkers' 
Homes Ac'c and the benefits conferred by it 
np to the ti'mo of tlw election. 

A grca t deal of exception v. as taken the 
other nig!Jt bY the hon. member for Herbort 
"·hen the lettd<'l' of the Country party said 
that th~ sugar industry v:as a spoonfed 
industry. 

::\1r. PEASE: He called it a pampered 
inclustr:,~. 

Mr. VOWLES: The fact remains that it 
j, a subsidised industry. It all depends on 
''·'hat construction you put on the words 
" pan-.;pcred '' or "spoonfcd," but it is placed 
in >t better po~ition than any other primary 
induotry in QLteenslancl. You must realise 
the compocl, made many years ago in con
npction with federation when it was agreed 
that certain States should receive certain 
b~ncGts. Tho transcontinental railway was 
one benefit OW1 State was to receive, and I 
regret that the Premier is now prepared to 
lllcb that right away fmm that State, be
crrucc he thinks that is in the interests of 
Queensland. The sugar indusb-y of Duee?s
!nnd "-ts an inclustrv which was t0 recmve 
sp.,cial trc'atment on account of its being 
for the protection of a White Australia, and 
for that particular reason it was to be 
placed ;n a different position to other indus
tries. 

!Vlr. HYKES: It receiYed no consideration 
until the adYent of the Labour Government. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I sav it did. If oou like 
to trace the history of "the sugar ag1;eements 
and follmv up the utteran'ces of the present 
Premier and the the-n Secretary for Agri
CLtlturc, 1\-Ir. Lennorr, you will find there that, 
'"hen tho sugar-gl'o,vers suggested there 
shQulcl be an increase from £18 to £21 per 
ion-an increase of £3 per ton-they were 
told that it was an unreasonable price, and 
that they were opening their mouths too 
wide. 

The PRE1IIER: It 1s not true, and you 
ought to kno\Y it. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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Mr. VOWLE8: It is on record that they 
said it was unreasonable, and that they 
should not open their mouths too wide. 
(Dissent.) 

'The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: Pro· 
duce the record. 

Mr. VOIYLES: I can go on tracing up 
the history of the sugar industry. 

'_['he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Every
thmg done for the sugar industry has been 
initiated by this GoYernment. 

l\'Ir. BRAKD: :c\oi at all. 

Mr. VOWLES : We know very well that 
the best results that the sugar-growers ever 
got out ,f the industry were when they got 
a guaranteed price of £30 6s. Sd. per ton 
an.J we kno" that vcr0• nearly fell through 
because -,£ the neglect and delay of the 
Queensland Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO \VORKS: 
~onsense. 

llfr. VOWLES: \Ye know that the then 
Prim:' 1\Iinistcr, M~·· Hughcs, had to take 
ccrtam stc-.ps to bnng about finality. 'The 
Govcrnme>nt at .that tim~ w.as being domin
ated by mdustl'!a! orgamsatwns outsid<:>, and 
the:· were !Jot in a position to consent to the 
proposal· of Mr. Hughes. 

The .SF.CRET.\RY FOR PTTBLIC \VORKS: Tell 
us something about Knox's proposal. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is all very well for the 
bon. men~ber for Herbert to talk. Ho gets 
away up 1n the Herbert elc~torate, and tells 
them whatever he hkes, bnt, when an hon. 
m~rnber :J? the floor of this House is dealing 
w!t h publlc problems, we expect him to deal 
Ynth thf'm f,urJy and that political capital 
should b0 eliminated. 

Mr. HYNES: You conni\·ed at the shelving 
of the Sugar Cane Prices Boards Act of 1913. 

l\Ir. VO\VLES: 1 never did aw:thin" of 
the kind. I was one of those ":ho v';ted 
aga_inst it, but I snbscquc>nt!y voted in favour 
of 1t. 

~Ir. BR HiD : And the Government had to 
am<:>11,d it later on. 

l\fr. CoLLD:S: And the electors nearly 
amended you. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think it is neces
saJ'.Y for the hon. member for Mitchell to 
a pologisc for his return to this House c\·en 
if he got a_n inc1·eased majority. No one 
neglected h1s electorate more than I did 
during the rccc_nt elcc6on, and no one \vas 
more pleased \Ylth the result than I "'"· 

The Governor's Speech also contains the 
following paragraphs:-

"A number of important industries 
h~-:e s<!ffercd sev_c;rely from drought con
<htwns, and, owmg to the unremunera
tive price~ which are ruling for certain 
products 1:' the world's markets, others 
are Iabourmg under disabilities." 

That being so, it •strikes me as very strange 
mcleed that the Government should consider 
this an opportune time to in.troduee legisla
uon, nottco of wh1ch was g1ven this after
noon by the Secretary for Public .·Works. for 
an amendment of the Industrial Arbitration 
Act, with a view to bringing all classes of 
workers within. the ambit of the Act and 
bringing about what is known in the country 
ao the rural workers' log. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: You 
cannot det1! with that now. 

[Mr. llowles. 

Mr. VOWLES: Why cannot I? Surely 
can anticipate any legislation forecast in 

thP Governor's Speech, and surely I can do 
so without taking directions from the Secre
ta rv for Public \Vorks as to what I shall 
deaJ with or what I shall not deal with. It 
seems as if the hon. gentleman does not 
wish his department to be criticised. My 
11oint is that, If these industries are suffer
ing from disabilities-more particularly the 
dairying industry-the present is not a.n 
opportune time to introduce legislation 
which, to my mind, is going to hamper those 
industri<'s and bring about a decrease of 
production. 

JUr. DuNSr.U\: It may help them. 
Mr. VOWLES : And it may not help 

them. I would like to remind hon members 
opposite that, when they were dealing with 
other industrico, they were possibly dealing 
with those where prices could be artificially 
c; errtod, where you could assist wages by 
imposing import and excise duties. In 
those in, hnces the inernsed wages could 
be provided for and a price created which 
would return a. fair margin of profit; but in 
this instance you arc dealing with commo
dities, the sale price of which we cannot 
control. \Yhen the world's markets decide 
what the priec> is g-oing to be to the pro
dnrer. then I think you would create an 
artificial wage; a.nd it would be altogether 
''rang to attempt to create artificial wages 
in those industries until we ar·o· satisfied that 
t]J0 person, prin1arily engaged are able to 
get a. living wage for themselves and the 
members of the;!- families who are engaged 
ia that \•.·or!c 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: Accord
ing to your contention~ the 1vorkers in those 
industries are not getting a living wage 
110\V. 

J\llr. YOWLES: \Ye hcu about the wonder
ful results g<'t from rime to time by dairy 
farm0rs for ono year, but, if you go into 
the busine'''-1 of anv dairv farn1er for oue 
\'Car, you find that, ·if you ·charge up interest 
on the capital that is im·cstcd in the entc-r
prisc, if you charge the farnu~r' s \\ages 
ae;·aimt it at Arbitration Court rates, and if 
you charge the labour of hi.; family at the 
c·1me rates, very few of them arc making a 
profit at all. Handsome profits are made 
during some sen-ons of the year, but for the 
year round on a proper business basis 99 
pc.r cent. of the cases would bC' found to he 
carT:·ing on at a loss. It would be to their 
advantage if they and the members of their 
families, instead of haYing capitrJ sunk in 
the enterprise, \Vcrc to work on neighbouring 
farms at the ruling Arbitration Court wages. 

Mr. Du:<:PTAN: All those things arc taken 
into consideration b} the Court. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I kno\\ thev are. but tho 
reason I refer to this is that, if the Emu 
Park Convention has decided that tlw 
Government have got to do thir, then ono of 
the first acts of !egisla tion must bo !he 
alteration of the Industrial Arbitration Ad, 
bringing all y,•orke,.-s within its ambit. You 
have got to realise that, YYhon faced with the 
same positioP, Mr. Ju .. ticc Higgins, in the 
Federal Arbitration Court, said that, if an 
industry eo unot afford the "·ages, that indus
try n1ust gc. ,down. 

'The SEC"RE~ARY FOR PcllL!C iYORKS: 'When 
did he Fay tha I? 

Mr. VOWLES: He said it in one of his 
decisions. If the hon. gentleman wants all 
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this information I will give it to him later. 
He is like another gentleman I met during 
the eleciioll campaign who asked me if I 
could tell him the various surpluses of the 
Commonwealth and of tlH; various States and 
of all the countries in the continent of 
Europe. However, I v,,mt to impress thc•e 
matter. upon the House. I say that, if you 
a.re going to start interf0ring \Yith these 
industric . you are g;oing to :;top produc· 
tion; and, if you are going to stop pro
·cluction, you will stop development, and, 
instead of cn·ating employment. you are 
goino· to incrc·a",C' unemploj Inent and send 
people out of the country. 

Mr. Dc:xsTAX: You said the same thing 
a bout th,:, '·ug·ar rndustr0 . 

~1r. VO\VLES: That is quite a different 
tnattcr. In the ~ugar industry you huye a 
price put upon tho article produced, \vhi<Jl 
enables ihe growt'r to pay decent wages, to 
rnako a han~sonlC profit, and which ?-l"o 
make' provi:;ion for the miller and the 
refincl'. But in the other ca:3es it is sug
gc•.ted that you are going to create an 
artificial price th•·ough Government pools, or 
you are going to do son1Ptlu'ng which is t;oing 
to ensure n lllall \Vho puts wheat into the 
ground that, flr,t of all, he is going to get 
his own \\'age , or that he is going to get 
back the wages lai·er· on in some other 
direction to 1 ccoup hirn. It is a vcl':V big 
problem. I say that \vorkers in agTicult.ural 
districts, in proportion to the hours they 
work, do 11o; rccc~Ive \vuges eq·nivalcnt to f~·1c 
\vagcs rocoivcd by persons y·orking in the 
<Jitv. You ha vc to take into consideration 
al20 the worker:5' disabilitie... Evr:-ry pcrsoll 
\'\Cho makcos up his minrl to go into tlw 
country has to suffer 'Oll1C disability. from 
the fact of living there, whether rt be in the 
fOl'm of \\·ages or in the for m referred to by 
I-I is F,xcellcnc , the Go\ ern or vd1cn deliv0r
ing his Speech to the Chan;ber, when he 
said-

" But this means, at any rate for the 
man on tho land, higlwr cost of living in 
rnost of Queensland than is entailed in 
Southern countries for the same standard 
of comfort. and, therefore, requires 
every man's industrv to be more 
remunerative. 'l'ho cln·c for lack of 
amenities is no doubt closer settlement. 
which brings with it improved roads and 
ot.hor ccmmunications. and n)orc agree
able socid conditiom ... 

If you an alp~ that statement, ;c ou wi]] find 
it is all right; but closer scttlcnwnt is a 
question of dt•pTcr. I li\·c ill an area "·hich 
io supposed in some parte to be close!:: 
settled, as every acre of good ground has 
been selected under some form of tenure. 
But the "amenities" to which Ilis Exccllenc1· 
referred and the standard of comfort ha v'o 
not been prm·ided by the Government in the 
form of education for the children and in 
other directiom. People even in close!} 
settled areas have found it necessary to leave 
their land and go away ancl join. the big 
numbers who arc living in the cities at the 
preoent i ime. The advisers of His Excel
lenci speak about the deficit of the year's 
budget, and they go on to say-

" Me· advisers recognise the necessity 
of contiri•Jed oconomv. The Estimates for 
the current year are.being prepared with 
clue regard to the exigencies of the 
situation.'' 

The Premier finished np the last financial 
year certainly with a smaller deficit than he 
anticipated; but you have got to realise that 
he had '' record revenue, and Queensland, 
vvith. a rising revenue year after year, is 
showmg a series of deficits. 'When you take 
into consideration that we are the only State 
in the whole c{ the Commonwealth which on 
the 30th J unc last showed a deficit-all the 
other Stale showed surpluses-then does it 
not make us v·onrler whether the finances of 
thi' State are being handled in the way that 
they should be~ 

A GovERX:HEXT ::VInrBER: The electors must 
have been sat; Jled. 

.Mr. VO'WLES: They were not satisfied. 
You hav8 got to judge a GoYernment on its 
ftnances. Every other Government in the 
Commonwealth was able to carrv on 'vith a 
credit balance. Qucen,•bnd was the only ono 
with a deficit. It sets one thinking, and one 
is rather apt to ask himself what is' the rea,on. 
Is it good businees management? Is it sane 
administration; or is it the fact that we are 
continuing cxpcrirncntal legislation, going in 
for busine'7s which is not an ordinary good 
business risk? Knowing these things to be 
failures, we are perpetuating them and accu· 
mulating deflcits V·.rhen an ordinary business 
man WOL!ld cue them out. ?\ow Queensland 
has added to it' deficits £184,979, whereas ""ew 
South Wales has a surplus of £803,000; Vic
toria one of £50,000; South Australia one of 
£11,000; Western Australia one of £225,000; 
the Commomvealth one of £1,266,158; 
and New Zealand one of £1.315,683. 
Ql!eensland-thc one State which is experi
menting-is the Cinderella State as far as 
f\nauccs are concerned. It. is up to the 
I>rf'Inier and Treasurer to go slow in this 

maUer, ccnd study our financial 
[5 p.m.J position, realising that we have 

a large accumulation of deficits 
and large loans which arc n1aturing-, and 
which have to be renewed very shortly. 

Just immediately prior to the general 
cJr.ction I noticed from the public l'l'oss t.hat 
the 'rre ·~urrr \Va.s E:clling bonds oYer the 
counter at the Treasury. Huge sums of 
mcnr>y were being inYcsted by companies in 
tlr(' South, anrl the hon. gentleman gave it 
out to the public that we were in a pros
p0fOUs conciition and thai" our securities 
'"<'J'e being sought after. But he did not tell 
ihe people that he was nJfering at that very 
timo a higher rate of interest than any of 
the other States, and that people were 
taking the bonds because they were a gilt. 
Nlged w'curity, and as a pure matter of 
bn::.iness. because they were getting a higher 
rate of intercst. and the bonds were free of 
income tax as well. Tho Premier wa.s rcot 
playing the game to the Commonwealth 
when he was scllin;- these Treasur.v bond; 
at a high rate. Ho was creating a fictitious 
nt]ue for n1oucy. and, ,vhen the Common
wealth loan was floated, it was not fully 
subscribed, and the Commonwealth, of which 
wo arc members and have to do the pa,ving. 
if' being penalised because a high rate of 
int<erost io being required. I yenture to say 
that we are going to get it in the back of 
th" neck when the time comes to renew our 
loans. \Ve ha.ve established what we con· 
r,ider is a {air rate for our monev, and it 
will bc a very high rate-as much, 'probably, 
as 2! per cent. more than the money we ha.ve 
borrowed has cost on the average-that we 
shall hr..r.o to pay when we come to renew 

JJ1r. Vowlcs.] 
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our loans. \Vo are up against thi":. increased 
inJcrest bill merely from the fact that our 
CIVIl Treasurer came into the market, and 
for electioneering purposcs-hH was short of 
('a~h and had to carr~ on importa.nt works 
at election time-created a high value, and we 
an• going to be kl,pt up to that value in the 
future. 

I heard somebody the other night make a 
ren1ark which, if it wa:; not parliament:.u·~·, 
at any rate "\\as very expre"·"'ivP; he referred 
to so1neone talking about "stinking fish." 
nuring the election there "\Vas a r0port of a 
spcec.h of Mr. \V. Cooper, the hon. member 
for Ito·:,owood, in the Brisbane " Conrier" 
of 16th April. and whiDh has ncv.•r boon 
contradicted. These gentlemen on the other 
,.:do who speak a.bout "stinking fish''-I 
ha vc heard thorn very often referred to as 
the "Stinking Fish part}''-probabl:· will 
be able to explain what actuated l\lr. Cooper 
to n1ake these remarks. The report sayB-

" Mr. Cooper asserted that in being 
practicaily bankrupt the present Govern
lnent was in no different posjtion to any 
other Government in the world at the 
prc8cnt tin1e." 

Did you ever hear any member on this side 
of the House say that Queensland ''- ao bank· 
rupt, or practically bankrupt? 

GovERXME:-<T lVInmERS : Y cs ! 

Mr. YO\VLES: It is a regrettable thing 
when a man, who is coming before the public 
as a member of the recent Parliament and 
scd<ing their suffragcs for the future, gets 
Hp and tells the people straight o11t that 
Queensland is practically ba .. nkrupt. Prob
ably he is in the know; he is a member of 
thP Governmeut party, and ha.:S inside know~ 
ledge which perhaps the Opposition have not. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: He may 
root have said that. 

Mr. VOvVLES: 'I'he report has boon 
referred to on many occasion:'3, and it has 
never been contradicted. 

Mr. BcLCOCK: Such is fame. 

i\Ir. VOWLES: I propose to go a little 
further in regard to that speech. It brings 
tu my mind certain statements which were 
made in this House during last session in 
re' poet to the Commission ·which was rospon
oiblc for the Government being returned at 
the last general election-tha~ Commission 
which altered tho !Joundarie.. of the elec
torates, .. nd, when we referred to it, we were 
told we were taking an unfair advantage of 
individuals by attarking them when they 
had no opportunity of replying. At the time 
it was suggested, to use a sporting term, 
that they were " in tho bag," and were 
clt•ing what they were told to do, and, whon 
that sugil'estion was made bore, tho Premier 
rose in high dudgeon and asked us was it a 
manlY thmg to make such a suggestion. 
L t us hca.r what Mr. W. Cooper had to say 
on the matter. This is what ho said-

" The elimination of certain electorates 
was done so as to give greater repre
sentation to the metropolitan areacs, and 
the fact that no Socialist electorates 
were cut out was to be accounted for bv 
reason of the fact that it was not natural 
for any Government to reduce its own 
strength in the country." 

What a commentary that is on the honour 
one! integrity of the men who composed 

[Mr. Vowleg. 

that Commission! And \Yhat a charge 
"-llainst the CoYernmcnt by ono of their own 
followcrc when he tells you, " It was not 
natural for any Government to r0ducc its 
mn1 strength in the country." \Ve heard 
so much about that Commission during tlw 
last session tha.t I would not haye referred. 
to that statement to-dav were it not for the 
fact that it is not the creation of nnv member 
nn this side of the Chamber; it , is not a 
L:brication. It is a direct statomonl rnack 
t<> his own electors bv one hon. membe1· 
who, presun1ably, is" "in the kno,v," 
lwca.use the boundaries of the electorate of 
H.oSO\VOOd \Verc altered very n1atcriaJly, nnd 
a ver) large industrj al vote ''ra s taken a way 
from the Ips.Yich electorate and placed in 
Rosowood. 

Xow, getting ba.ck to the Sp,~cch~

GovER;\:\IENT lVIE::.InERS: Hear, hear; and 
hughtcr. 

0PPOSITIOX J'ihomER'l: You ·don't like it.. 

Clfr. VOWLES: Thoro arc somo matters 
· . .-hich arc foreshadowed in the Speech which 
I trust this time will sec the light of day. 
High up on the list I notice thoro is a 
Forestry Bill. I sincerely trust we are going 
Jo havo forestry legislation in qucensland. 
Quite recently I "as asked to bring a local 
matter bPforc the Premier. It was in the 
nature of relief wmk for the ·electors in 
the J anrlowaio district. I was asked to 
brlng this matter before tho Premier as a 
n-lid matter, bcc~use the people in that 
di,;trict haYe ::.;uffcred Yer}-, Ycry severcl.~ 
as a result of the drought which still exist,; 
in that distrif't, and in some other districts. 
Tl,crc seems to be a fooling abroad in the 
city tha.t Lho drought has broken. I wish 
tr, r:oodncss I could sav that that was so. 
But I can asc<uro hon.- members that the 
drought to-da! in ~he Dalb.- distrid and 
dt~tricts adjoining is ·worse than it was 1n 

1902. 

'I'hc position, so far as the selectors in 
these di,tricts arc concerned, is that in manv 
cases thcv hano lost the wholn of the stocl< 
c.n their 'c!airv farms. TheY tuc honourablo 
people >Yho do not want to take rations; 
they want work. I askc·d the Premier-and 
I regret to say that I have had no rPply ,vet 
-to prO\·idc thorn with relief work in build
iltg an f'xtension of the prc··,ent J ando\vaic 
Railway to what is known as the Forty-five 
J'i'Iilc peg out in a forest where soma of the 
b·ct timber in Queensland is growing. 

Mr. B CLCOCK : Is this m your own cl cc. 
Joratc? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is m my electorate, 
and close handy to a mill, \\"hich i-s in a 
suitable quarter for railway purposes. What 
I hav(' asked, and still ask, members of the 
Cabinet to consider-more particularly the 
Secretary for RaihLrys-is that the Com
mis·cioncr for Railways should consider this 
line in the same way as he did tho Chin
chilla-Barakula line, and that he should work 
it as a departmental line for thf~ benefit of 
the timber which he is going to get for his 
own purposes and for the purposes of the 
p;oncral public.. I am told that there are 
80,000,000 feet of hardwood there suitable 
for an:; purpose at alL Bo<ide thaJ, there 
are other timbers in huge quantities. If 
that line were constructed-and it is a line 
which could be put down at a mrmmum of 
cost-it would serve a treble purpose. It 
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would g-ive those selectors a lig-ht line, which 
'•ould suit their purpose so far as their 
cream and other produce are concerned. 
The people were promised this lino fourteen 
years ag-o. It would give them relief work 
in th"' meantime, and help to maintain 
themselves and their families, and open up 
those vast areas of land which must sooner 
or later be opened up, and it will be of 
great advantage to the H[\ilway Department 
in particular. 

I wish tD refer to another little matter 
which affects my o\Yn electorate. It is only 
when we have a drought that the urgent 
necc"'"ity for Bon1o eomntunication between 
the :\[ orthcrn Dml'n' and the Bm·nett dis· 
trict i' brought homo to the people who live 
on the Northern Downs. In ordinary times 
tnaizc \Yhich is grown at l{ingaroy has to be 
brought all the "·ay round by Theebine to 
I3risLanc, thence to Tomvoomba. and then 
to Dalbv, and when it is lande'Cl at Dalb,. 
the frLight is more than tho maize is wortl~. 
\Vo have asked the present Government to 
consider that matter, and it has g·one so far 
that the Public \Vorks Commicsion has 
reported favourably on a connection betwec'n 
Bell, in my dictrict, and Boo.wnc, which is 
acro'S the range, in the electorate of the 
hon. n)ember for Kanango. During the elec
tion n1y opponent, v .. ·ho '"as stantling in the 
intorcsh of the GoYernment, made the open 
declaration that he had the .mthorits of the 
Premier for the statenwnt-and I' bdieYO 
the Premier himself has confirmed it-that 
one of the ftrst lines in the countrv districts 
to which they ·sould pay attention, would be 
that connection, and that it would be made 
nln1ost hninediatc1y. I rrg-rct to say now 
the election is over, and thing-s did not turn 
out as the Government or their nominee 
expected, the further consideration of this 
matter has been deferred for another twelve 
months. The number of st<JCk which have 
been lost during this dry spell. which could 
have been brought across country if there 
had heen railway communication between 
those two points, would have prrid for the 
cost of construction. 

The hon. member for Mitchell spoke about 
resumptions this afternoon, and I could not 
help thinking that the Government should 
remember that there are are<IS of land in the 
Burnett district, in the Nanango electorate, 
and South Rurnett, and in the northern 
portion of my electorate adjoining the I3unya 
Mountains, now used for grazing purposes, 
and eminently suited for agriculture. Where 
this extension is being asked for there are 
about 180,000 acres of high-clas'< agricultural 
land, which at pre3ent is beinp; held under 
grazing tenure, some of which falls in 
this year, and the balance w:-xt year and the 
following :vear, so everything jg favourable 
for going straight ahead with that railway. 

JVfr. CARTER: You are >vorking the pump 
handlP. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is not a matter of the 
pump handle. If tho hon. member will read 
the evidence taken before the Public Works 
Commission, he will see that it does not 
refer most to Dalby. It will certainly 
materia,lly benefit the town of Dalby, but 
it is the ,;lock-owners from Roma and St. 
Georg-e right ·down below the extension of 
the proposed Tara line who will be able to 
utilise it and save their stock in. times of 
drought at a minimum of cost. 

I will not continue very much further. 

I did not intend to say aB much as I have 
done \Yhen I g-ot up, because, like the 
majority of speakers, I am a little weak as 
the result of influenza. I notice that mDst 
of the 1neasurcs that arc corning fonyard arc 
in the interest -m· suppo:"odly so-of the 
man on the land. \Yo have ··een that before, 
but we have always found that, when we got 
the legislation before us, thoro \Yore certain 
thing·s which were very de·,irable in it, but 
there \\·as also tacked Dn to it oOll1ething 
which was not wanted. \Vhen we see the 
va rio1t6 Bills durjng tho sc~sion, I hope \YO 
shall ftnd that the Government lmve a 
straight-out bona fide desire to do what they 
told tl18 electors they prop<·'Jod, and that the 
legislation is not going to b0 loaded like it 
, .. -as in the pa~t. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Did you not publish a 
column advcrti.;oment in the "Daily :!\Iail," 
saying that you would support the Primary 
Producers Bill? 

Mr. VO\YLES: The records of " Han
sard " will show what we did with the 
Primary Producere Bill. 

The SEC!!ETARY FOR AGRICUL1'URE: ~o one 
who read :your speech in " Hansard '~ 
understands w hero yDu stood. 

:VIr. VO\VLES: What I said was on behalf 
of the Opposition as its leader at the time. 
I told the Government that it was our 
intention to support the Bill, and to make 
it better, if pos,ihle. Surely there is noth
ing that you cannot understand in a state
ment such as that. At a later stage. when 
an amendmPnt as mov0d to defer the con
sideration of the Bill, I said, on behalf of 
the Country party, that we did not propose 
to support the amendment. The records will 
show that I, and manv member' of the 
Country part\, voted with the Government. 
Does the hon. member say that is not sup
porting the Bill? ·when we g-ot into Com
mittee we showed the Minister, who is inter
jecting, that he did not know anything about 
his own Bill. and we made a Bill of it for 
him. It is the onh· time on record where 
we brought tw<>nt).:·thrco amendments for
ward, nineteen of which were accepted, yet 
tho hon. gentleman has the temerity to turn 
round and sav that we were pretending W'J 

wore out to st1pport the Bill. 

The SECRETAI!Y FOR AGRICULTURE: I did not 
say that. 

Mr. VOWLES: I would advise the hDn. 
member for Brisbane to look up " Han
sard " for last session, page 364, where he> 
will find my speech, and he will see the.c 
"'O kept to our undertaking with the Go
vernment. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I will g·et a few extracts 
from your speech. 

Mr. VO\VLES: vVe supported the measure 
and made it a better moa-,ure, and if any
body can claim any good that is to be got 
out of it it is not the Government, beeausG 
it was contributed to by every hon. member 
in the Chamber. If thoro was one member 
in the _\ssembly who did not know anything 
about the Bill or its contents, it waB the hon. 
gentleman who was in charge of it. (Go
vernment laughter.) 

Mr. MORG-\N (.liu1'illa): I desire to cDn
gratulate the Governor on his nice little 
Opening- Speech, and. before procecdi11t>; 
with my general remarks, I desi!'e also \o 
congratulate the hon. member for \Varrog,:; 

Mt•. Morgan.] 
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upon his pro.pectivc appointment to the 
Land Court. (Hear, hear!) I have had a 
groat deal to do with the Department of 
Public Lands during the last few years, and 
I can say that, as Secretary for Public Lands, 
the hon. . gentleman has shown himself 
generally syrnpa.thetic towards the man on 
tbe land, although, unfortunately, the land 
laws of Queensland are often very drastic 
and have prevented him from using Ins own 
judgment .and displaying that sympathy 
which he would otherwise have been able 1o 
<•xcrcis~. I feel sure that, as a judge of .. he 
Land Court, the experience he po" ''SSCc of 
the trials and tribulations of the man in tb•c 
country will load him to be sympathetic iri 
dealing· with the matters that come before 
him. 

There is one clause in the Go\-Ol'liOi '~ 
Speed1 v.·hich I dccire to quote-

" A number of important inclustries 
haYo suffered severely fron1 drought 
cunditions, and, owing to the unrc-
lnuncrativo prices vvhich are ruliEg for 
certain products in thG world's ma;·k,,t,, 
others aro labouring under disabilities.'' 

But the Speech does not contain any sug· 
gestion for remedying these things. I cer
tainly think that, knowing .as they do thac 
some very important industries in Queeno· 
land arc "down and out," it is the duty of 
the GO\·crnmcnt to move in the direction of 
trying to bring about a more saiisiactury 
state of affairs. \Vhat have the Gove1nmc;;l 
done to try to place the cattle industry, for 
instance, on a n1ore solid foundation? 

Mr. CmTEH: \Yhat have the cattle people• 
do no for thomschos 'I 

Mr. M ORGAN: The cattle people arc 
cndcavouriug to do all that it is possible 
for them to do, but, witho,ut the sympathy 
and assistance of the Government, they cm 
do nothing. The Government have ,the 
power to do; the cattle people have the right 
to sugge~t what they shP.ll do. They h'nc 
made their suggc•.tions, and they are 
endeavouring to right the industry, but the 
Govornn1ont arc not sho\viug that syrnpathy 
"·ith the inclustry which they ought. 

~v1r. HYXES: They have reduced railway 
freights. 

Mr. MORGAN : Does the hon. member 
know that in 1914 railway freights were 60 
per cent. lower than they were a few months 
ag·o, before the Government made a tedwc
tion? Certainly since then the} ha Ye reducecl 
them by 30 per cent., but they are still much 
higher 1han they "ere in 1914, when the 
ir1duetry ·was flourishing. 

Mr. HYKES: The freights in Victoria are 
55 pPr cent. higher than they are hero. 

Mr. ::\I ORGAN: 'l'he cattle inclustry has 
not suffered in Victoria, and the VictoriP.n 
cattle industry can well afford to pav higher 
freights. In Victoria and right throughout 
th,· South the cattle producers were getting 
twice the amount for their cattle that we 
wore gettin<Y and to-dav in Victoria they 
are getting f~·om £3 to £3 10 .. per 100 lb., 
,,,·hilst we are getting from 12s. 6d. to £1. 
\Ve could well afford, .and we would not 
object to pay, high heights if the prices 
of our cattle were high. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA>;DS: What 
~uggestiow. do the cattle men make? 

Mr. MORGAN: I ha Ye made scores of 
~uggestions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~ms : The 
industry has been a failure. 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. MORGAK: Not in Australia. The 
cattle industry is not a failure in New South 
\V ales, Victoria, or South Australia, and 
the unfortunate part about it is that wo in 
Queensland haYe the finest fat cattle m 
Australia. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yon do 
not know what you are talking about. 

Mr. MORGAK: I do know what I am 
talki11g about. 

The SECHETARY FOR PFBLIC LAXDS: EYcr..
' 1ttlc .man admits that they are too late i;1 
rnatunng .and they are badly bred. 

Mr. J\lORGAN: I do not think tlw hon. 
gentleman understood what I said. I oaid 
that we had the finec,t fat cattle in Australia. 
\Vhat State can procluce better fat cattle 
thau Queensland? It is a "ell-knowu fact 
that at shows in Brisbane Quoenslancl pro· 
dLJcos the finc,t fat cattle of any State. 

The SECRETAHY FOR L'uBLJC L\NDS: TheY 
do not n1aturo early enough. ~ 

l\Ir. :\iORGA:'\1: \Ye have been getting 
reports fron1 ·victoria, fl·orn every other 
3tate, and fro1n England, and we haYe as 
early maturing cattle as they lmve in Vie· 
toria ancl Now South \Vale'. 

Tbo SEC'RETAHY FOR l'UBLIC LA:sDS: But 
other places which compete with us ovcrsoa;s 
hayo earlier maturing cattle. 

l\Ir. :c\IORG~\.::\': The hon. member 1" 

rL ferring to ;-\rgcutina. I arn not talking 
about Argentina.. \Vo haYo to look dter 
cur own nHtrkeh·. \Vhy is it, sin1ply Lccaust~ 
"·e export 19 per cont. of our cattle, th<tt 81 
per c0nt. should be given away-not to the 
consumer but to somebody else Y During the 
last two years the butchers of Brisbane ha vc 
been buying the best of our fat cattlo-·that 
is, their weekly supplies-at an average from 
12s. 6cl: to 15s. per 100 lb. at Enoggera, or 
l~d. to 1~cl. a lb., with hide and by-products 
gi\·en in. . I defy the State butcher shops 
or the )HJYato shops to deny my statement. 
But what have they been charging over the 
counter? \Vho has bc,,n getting the benefit 
of tho··o low pricee 1 How have the Stilt<" 
butcher shops made £200,000? By exploiting 
both the producer and the consumer of stock! 

0PPOSIT10X ::VlEolBER~: Hear, hear ~ 

Mr. l\IORGAN: And they have been 
a>Oioted by the 1Jrivato butchers of Queens
land, ·who haYc rnado nlOl'O money sine~ the 
State butcher shops hayc been in existence 
than at any time during the carrying on of 
their business. Tho t cannot be denied. 

The HmlE SECRET.\RY: \Vhat suggc'-,tion 
ha ye you to rnak0 ? 

1\lr. MORGAK: I lHlYC .a suggestion into 
'Vhich I am putting my money. \Vithin the 
course of a day or two the people of Queens
land will bo :.skcd to support co-operative 
r11eatworks, and until we get our co-operative 
moatworks, so that we can control the pro!Hs 
and give them back to the producer of 
wttle, I do not know what we can do. 

The IlmiE SECRETARY: \Vhy not acquire 
oae of the privately owned meatworks? 

Mr. MORGAN: There is one of the 
privately controlled meatworks which has 
been commg money-not merely making 
profits-I refer to Borthwicks. 

'I'ho SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: Because 
th0y organise their customers. 
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J\Ir. :YIORGAN: The reason whv the other 
·eon1panics have not been making money is 
that they work for three or four months 
with perhaps a thousand cattle and' expect 
to make a season like that pav for a costly 
st:;di and an interest bill of perhaps half a 
million pounds on their works. 

Mr. CAHTER: You know they make' more 
than that. 

:Mr. :YIORG \;'\: If Borthwich c~n do that, 
why can they not do it: 

Mr. CARTEH: \Yhy"do you not do it' 

:Mr. ::\IORGAK: \V e arc going to do it. 

~Ir. CARTER: You al'e waiting for the 
Governn1cnt. 

Mr. :YIORGAN: I admit that I have said 
that it is the dut•.· of thl' Govemmont to 
assist ns, but. unfortunately ,,,e haye not 
hr,d from the Go,·ernment i~ the past that 
help winch they onght to g-ive u,. If the 
Government find us as cattle men only hop
pmg along, as 1t were, they should help us to 
get along Jasu:r. I~lsl-cacl of that, they have 
don0 notlnng to assrst the cattle rncn. rThl"V 
have onl,v n1ade lTIOlH'Y out of the unfortunate~ 
people engaged in that industrL \Yhv -did 

the UoYCl'll!lll·llt not rcduc~' the 
[5.30 p.m.] rentals on om rattle holdings? 

~he.,- inu·ca·oed the renbls by 50 
!'Cl' cont., 1U per cent.. am! 200 per rent. 
when t!H~ inrlustr.~ 1··as profitable and we did 
not C'OifllJJa.1n. The n1omc11t. fhc iEdustrv 
ee:teed to be profitable whv did the (~oven]
tncnt not rome along and ~ -y, "\re will 
rcdtH'f' your rcntals during the depression"'( 
'That 1.\'Cild .havp been of son1c as~istancc to 
m. \\'h.. did tho (;ov0rnment not reduce 
_)Ut other taxa hon in the industry . 

The IfOJI!E SECHETARY: Is it not a fact that 
under ~·our forn1 of organi~ation you paid a 
In an £3.500 a J car for political prop-aganda·: 

:Yir. i\IORG A:\": I nm not conuectrd with 
that orgaLio·oltion. I wi,h nmc to deal with 
the question of _closer ;:;et tlcrnent in Quceus-
1and. I ttl!l going to deal with the rnatter 
frmn a _non-party point of Yie\ ·. I recognise 
that this Go·:crnrn•·?t ,,-ill be in power for 
three yea1:s, and evidently there is going to 
be a cone.lllcrable ;:rea of land thrown open 
for "ottlemont dunng that period. I have 
had O'<penencc of land settlement in this and 
.other Stat~'· In my electorate thoro ar<.> 
targe and Important ctl'OaS of land that are 
gomg to be resumed for closer settlement. 
I do not m any wav find fault with the 
Goverm:nont for remn1ing that land. It is 
the pohcj of the Country party to resume 
la~d,_ both freehold and lca,ehold, along the 
existmg radwavs. If we had been on tho 
Governinent bcrl('hes -..vc would have resumed 
land for the purposes of closer settlement 
along tho exicting railways. \Ye would have 
resumed only the land which was suitable for 
that purpose. The land in my electorate to 
be resumed to which I refer is in the 
Goonrliwindi district-·Wclltown Callandoon 
and othPr holdings-both leasehold and free: 
hold. If yocl look •<tt the records of the 
Department of Public Lands for the last 
twenty years, you will find that no matter 
what Gove_rnmcnt have been in p~wer, gener
ally speakmg, every resumption, whether of 
fr~ehold or leasehold land, has proved a 
failure. There may be isolated instances 
where holdings have been successfully 
resumed, but, generally speaking the resurnp
tions have been a failure, and th~ people who 
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have been placed upon those lands have not 
had a fair opportunity of making a living. 

Mr. BULCOC'K : The~ paid too much for 
them. 

Mr. MORGAN: Exactlv. I do not know 
whether the officials of the Department of 
Public Lands or the :Ministers were to blame, 
or whrthcr prf'~Suro wa 3 brought to bear on 
the :1\Iini~'Hers; but, un'"ortunately, in almost 
e;:er3 ca~c tht~ failure of the resurnptions has 
been brought about by the fact that the areas 
for settlement were too small. 

Mr. CoLI.IX~: Those re,umpuons were made 
wlkll the ho11. g·cntleman sat behind the 
GoYCl'Dln,·nt. 

1\Ir. :\IORGAJ\': I am trying to d0al with 
this matter from a non-party point of vie·"'· 
\\' o know that in the Gooncli"·indi district, 
one of the finest "\Voot arl'HS in Australia is 
going to b-) rcsun1ccl. The wool grown on 
\V clltown i,, equal to 'vool gTown in any part 
of Auotralia. If that land is to be utilised 
for am· other purpose than producing wool, 
it will not be a success. It is at the present 
time prodecing a commodity that returns the 
greatest pcs,iUe valwc. Au,tralia procluces 
60 per cc,Jt c•f the iinc "·uoh of the world. 
\Y c ha-eo a mc>!JOpoly in that respect. That is 
the only comnwdity that AtLtralia pro·ducc·; 
\vith \vhich 1.1.-2 can dictate to other parts of 
the l.Yorlci. \Yith organisatio:1 ~vc can, if '"0 
so dc5irc, dictate to the re:-"_. of ihc wodd. 
\V c can tell the n"t of the y·orld juc;t what 
I he: will ha YP to pay for Oil" wool. If th' 
GoYenuncnt arc going to cut up the \V ell
town aro"' into 1,280-acl·e blocks, which areas 
arc only ..;uitab1:· for dairyin2; and agricnl
t.ural purpo ~~'"- it is goiug to mean ruin to 
the district and to thP nocplc on that land. 
Thitt land cannot be ;1ut, to a better use than 
woolgrO\Ying. I hope tho l\Iinistc-r wi1l ,,ee 
wlwn it is r ·sum0cl that it is not cut un into 
smallt'r tu·eas than 5,000-acrc blocb. · 

The SECHE'rAHY FOR PCBL!C LAXDS: VVhy 
should you want 5,000 "er oB to grow wheat? 

:Ylr. l\IORGA:"i: The land i•. not suitable 
for whcatgrowing. It is only suitable for 
woolgrmving. If it i-; put to any other u·~. 
then a great injury is going to be clone to 
Queensland and Australia. It produces the 
finest wool in ~\u.;:;tralia, a~;d you arc going 
to make a rn!~,tako if , ou arc going to allo\v 
the land to Le used for agricultural, dairy
ing, or \YheatgTol.ving purposes. It is not 
suitable for j],oso purposes. If it was suit
e,blo for d"irying, the amount of money that 
could be obtained from that land for butter 
would be va,tly exceeded by the amount of 
monov that could be obtained for wool. If 
~·ou 011deavour to use t;he Goondiwindi coun
try to produce wheat or butter when the land 
is suitable fm· wool on!::, you are g·oing to 
do an injur~- to the revenue of Queensland. 
The land will grow good \\ool. It will grow 
nothing more profitably. Lot me take the 
caso of a grazier in a small way 'vith 2,000 
sheep. He can make a ·decent living with 
2,000 sheep. In good s0asom probably the 
country will carry a shcnp to the acre, cut 
vou must take tho adversE' seasons into con
~ideration alf.. '· To run 2,000 sheep in season 
and out of season it is necessa.ry to have 
5,000 acres. It is far better to have fifty 
men on that country who can make a decent 
living, pay their way, and educate their 
children in thr way they should be educated, 
meet their bills to the storekeeper as well as 
to the Government, than to have 100 men 
who are continually goi"lg to the Government 

i.I1·. Jlo1·gan.] 
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asking for their rent.1ls to be reduced to 
enable them to pay their storekeeper, meet 
other liabilities, and give to their kiddies the 
education that they deserYe. What are the 
Government going to do? For the sake ol 
putting a nm,rber of men on small areas, are 
they going to turn away from the production 
of wool, fo;· which that land is eminendy 
suitable, and which is practically the only 
thing th:>t particular locality is suitable for 1 

The SECRE'rAR> FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Does the 
hon. goni.leman say that the Goondiwindi 
land is not sLritable for whea tgrowing? 

Nlr. MORGAK: It is not suitable. A 
great part of this land that is proposed to 
be resumed i· subj cot to periodical flooding. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : S'ome of 
it is. Is not some of it good wheat land? 

Mr. MORGAN: There may be some areas 
on the high ground suitable for wheat
growing; but, if you cut this land up into 
5,000-acre blocks for the purpose of growing 
wool, it is necessary to have some high land 
to which sh<>ep can be shifted in time of 
floud. If you had a wheat crop 2 feet or 
3 feet high. and the Mcintyre River over
flowed, all those crops would be covered, and 
would be washed away. If you get proper 
warning, you can shift sheep. vYheat can be 
grown in somu parts of the Goondiwindi 
district, but, generally speaking, it is not a 
profitable crop to grow. 

The SECRE1ARY FOR PuBLIC' LANDS : \Vhat 
time of the year do thL floods occur? 

Mr. 110RUAN: The floods occur at all 
times. '1\vo years ago they had three floods 
within eight o1· tc'n weeks at Goondiwindi. 
That wao in July. Generally speaking, the 
floods come in the summer season. I would 
advise the Minister, before anything definite 
is ·decid,•d upon, to create a board in the 
Goondiwindi, ~Iaranoa, or other district in 
which it is prqJOsed to resume the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC LANDS : The 
trouble with local boards is that they aro 
just as likel,v to be jaundiced as anybody 
else. 

1\Ir. MORGA2'\: Mv idea of the creation 
of a local board is tliat you would, first of 
all, appoint a man in a particular district 
who has been a successful grazier, ono \vho 
ur.dorstands the business from A to Z, and 
not a mttn who has been spoon-fed; then 
pick for your next member of the board a 
member of Parliamenlr-a man who has 
engaged in 1nixed farming. 

The SECHETARY FOR P-cBLJC L.INDS: I have 
already had brought under my notice the 
crrses of some big men •vho have urged the 
throwing open of these small areas so that 
they would be able to purchase them. 

:\'rr. MOEGAN: In addition to your prac
tical grazier and practical farmer I would, 
as the third member, appoint your Land 
Contnlissioncr. These 1ncn should bo a.n 
advisory board. They should be instructed 
to go oYer t.he land, take evidence if neces-
ary, and !hen advise the Government for 

what purpose the land should be opened. 
The SECRETARY FOR I'cBL!C LANDS: The 

main thing is, what should be iho size of 
agricultural farrns or pastoral areas. 

Mr. MORGA=": Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: I have 

a pretty good knowledge myself of what is 
a living area. That is, outside of whether 
i ~ i' pastoral or agricultural land. That is 
where all the trouble has arisen. 

[111r. Morgan. 

Mr. MORGAN: Don't you think that a 
local board created in the locality is best 
suited to determine that? Tbey would take 
evidence, inspect the land, and then advise 
the hon. gentleman whether it is suitable for 
pastoral or· agricultural purpooes. 

The 'i~;cnETARY Fon Pc:BLIC LANDS : We 
won't make the mistake in the case of 
pastoral le"nds of cutting up the land intu
to:; small areas. 

Mr. MORGAK: The Government should 
adopt the policy straight a way not to open 
any land for selection until permanent 
water is first placed upon it. If there is no 
water on 1he land proposo•d to be thrown 
Gpell for selection, the Government, through 
its vVater Supply D0partment, should make 
that pro\-ision by sinking a bore, locking 
the creeks, or makiug tanks. :Yiy idea is. 
that, if 1t was intended to open up land for 
selection as an agricultural farm under per
petual lease-although I do not believe in 
that tenure-at. a rental of 10s. per acre 
without any surface water, and the cost of 
obtaining water was 3s. per acre, it would 
bP more in the interests of the country and 
the selector if selection was deferred until 
that water was secured and then open the 
land to "'lection at the original rental plus 
the cmt of obtaining water. The Govern
rncnt then ·would receive interest on it:5 out
lay over a period of ninety-nine years. You 
are then putting the interest on to the 
selections, and offering the selector a block 
of land un •vhich he might possibly make a. ' 
living. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR PcBLrc LANDS : I am 
not going to do it that wav: but by another 
w::tv. which will have the ~ame result. The 
!uJ1d will have the cost of obtaining water 
charged against it, either indiviJually or 
coJh,c-tively. 

l\lr. :i\IORGAX: I am not particular as to
t.ho mc,thod of distributing the costs, so long 

lhe Wll(er supply oric•red is sufficient for 
block. If there is a seloctor t.o-clay whu 

has not i1 \Yat.cr snp11ly sufficient for the 
purpose of '.mrking his land, I think the 
Ucvern~nent should, on application, endea
Your to old.aiH that '''atcr in aC'cordancc
·,\ ith the [,lans and speciJ1ca tions of its 
officers' and acld the CObt to the rental. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : \V e arc 
going to do that. even on land that bas 
alre<ldy been settled. 

l'dr. l\IORGA=": I am glad to hear that. 
siatcrncm. Th<lt is what I have acl\'ocatecl 
for years, and \Yhat I advocat"d right 
i broc1ghouc the election. 

~.Ir. CosTELLO: They have all our policy. 

Mr. :\lORGAX: I also wish to deal with 
another matter that is of vihtl import<lnce
tbat 1s, the condition of a ntunber of selectors 
throughout Queensland •vho are down and 
out. . It is no uGe saying· one thing and 
rncan1ng another. The unfortunate 1ncn 
have got nothing. Some of these men owe; 
tllC Governrncnt t\vo or three vPars' rent. 
I quite appreciate what the h~n. member 
for Dalby has said-that the drought has. 
not broken. As soon as a shower or fiftv 
points of rain falls in the western di,tricts 
that are affected by a drought, the metro
politan Press come out ,vith black head
lines, "Drought broken," and people 
believe it has broken. Those in the drought
affected areas are suffering severely io-day, 
and have done so for the la,;t twelve month.s. 
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We have had some relief rain. but not suffi
cient. I want the Secretary for Public 
Lands to listen to this. If the drought were 
>o break to-morrow, the selectors would be 
unable to go back and work their selections 
if the Government immediately asked them 
to meet their back rents. Anv cattle or 
stock which thev had saved would have to 
be sold to meet those liabilitiee, and they 
would be left without any stock. Would 
it not bo better if the Government capitalised 
that rent and spread it over the remaining 
term of the lease 1 

The SECRF.TARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : There 
is a limit to extending the capitalisation. 

Mr. MORGAN: I quite realise that. 
Supposing a man owed £20 in rent, instead 
of calling upon him to pay that amount 
at once I would suggest, if the leas<' had a 
further twenty years to run, that the £20 
be spread over that period, which would 
mean he would be called upon to pay £1 
a vear more. He could tlwn meet that 
liability. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : I find 
already that the rental question is not a 
vcn- important factor in the success or non
sttccc's of carrying on on the land. 

Mr. MORGAN: Land rental may not be 
a very important factor in good seasons, but 
if the ~nasons happen to be adverse, and he 
gets two or tbree years in arrears, it h a 
very important factor. 

The SECRETAI!Y FOR Pl:BLIO LANDS: The 
want of water is a vcrv 1nuch more impor-
tant factor. · 

Mr. MORG \N: I admit that. I am 
dealing iYith those unfortunate people who 
have got behind, and who are behind to-day 
and arc not able to meet their responsibili
ties. I appeal to the Secretary for PLrblic 
Lands to try and make some amendment to 
the Act tD provide that, where in his judg
meut these n1cn arc de~crying of son1c assist
ance. he can capitalise the back rental, and 
by so doing enable these men to carry on 
and make a living. The Government bv this 
method would not lose anything, and these 
rwn would be kept on the land. 

The PREYIIER: \Vould not any sane Go
vernment do that 1 

Mr. JYJORG \~: I am .asking the Govern
ment to do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : There 
is a limit to ,~riting off. 

Ylr. MORGA::\': I do not believe in writ
ing off. I am not asking you to write off 
any a rrcars of rental, but to capitalise tho 
arrears and add them on to the remaining 
term of the lease-ten, twent.Y. or thirty 
ypars, whatever it may be.· I aim wish to 
point out in connection with matters apper
taining to land that the Government should 
uffcr liberal terms to con;-ert those lands 
'' hich a re not being used as such now into 
sheep country. In Queens] and a groat area 
of Ja,1d eminently suitable for raising sheep 
is still being use-d for cattle purposes, and 
if something is done in the nature I suggest 
the desired end might be brought about. 

I also wish tD refer to the promises made 
by the Premier during the election cam
paign. \\'bile the hon. gentleman was in 
my electorate he made promises to the 
people there that, if rcturnPd, the Govern
ment would spend abont £1,000,000. I 
remember the condition attached to the ful
filment of those promises was the rett1m of 

the Government. I am very doubtful, new 
that he has been returned, whether he will. 
fulfi I them. 

The PREMIER: Where did I make th~t 
pron1ise? 

l\Ir. MORGA:'\: The hon. gentleman 
made that promise in his speeches right 
flom the time he entered my electorate at 
Chinchilla till he reached Yeulba at the 
other side. The hon. gentleman promised 
that, if returned, where it was nece'csary to 
lock a creek he would do so, or where it was 
necessary to put ·down artesian bores he 
would sec that they were put down. All 
those pro1nises were made on the un.O.er
standmg that the Government were 
returned. 

The PRE:I1IER: I remember one request I 
had was to declare an open season fOl
opossums in order to give relief to the 
selectors in that .district. 

Mr. MORGAN: And the reply the Pre
mier gave was that he would not. The
Government intended to oj)en tho opossum 
se.ason, and I know it, and I told a great 
number of people so, and that the Govern
ment did not want to open the opossum 
season until after the elections, because, if 
they did so, a great number of their snp
porters would got away into the bush and 
would not record their votes. Thev made 
use of the opossum to get their votes, and 
alter they got their votes they opened the 
~cason. 

A GoYERKMEKT MEMBER: If thev saved 
their own skins they also saved t!1e opos
sum's skin. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MURGAN: The opening of the 
opossum 3eason was very opportune to a 
great number of people in my electorate, 
,;·ho were absolutely on the verge of starva
t.ion, and, had th,, season not been opened, 
I do not know what would haYe happened. 
The unfortunate thing is that the Govern
ment. wonid not open the opossum season 
when they should have done in order to 
gi,-e th0,c men relief work. In my electorate 
a great number of people wanted relief and 
w~rc hard up against it. It would afford 

those people relief; yet the 
16 p.m.] , Government will not go on with 

that rarht ay work. These people 
are hard up against it. Because they do not 
come in large numbers to Brisbane, create 
a dernonstration, rush the Governrncnt offices 
--as the unemploye l do here and cause a 
disturbance \Vith the police-the Govern
ment arc not doing anything for them. I 
ask the Premier to initiate relief works in 
those localities. There is severe distress 
there. I hope the Government will not 
r•cnalis<e tlwse unfortmwto people. If the 
dcctora to \HIS represented by a Labocu m&n, 
they \ ·ould go on with relief work. I hope 
11-:ey will recognise that the circun1stances 
arc deserving of recognition. Railway work 
\ras comrncncnd on the Tara-Surat line 
prior to the elections. I was very pleased at 
that, notwithstanding that it was on the eve 
of the election, and I congratulated the 
l'rcrnior ott the time for going on with the 
co:Jstruction of that line. Men who wero 
clown and out, who did not know where the 
next bag of sugar or flour \vas coming frorn, 
wcro afforded relief. But they were not on 
more than a fortnight before an organiser 
C&\118 along. He went around to those 
workers and'· demanded £2 from everyone 
of them--

Mr. COSLIKS: £1 5s. 

Mr. Morgan.} 
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Mr. l\10RGA;..[: He demanded £2, and he 
succeeded in getting it. I was told by one 
<Jf the secretaries of the 'Workers' Politic.al 
Organisation that the organiser got that 
money under false pretences. Anyhow, he 
got it. The men were working only a fort
night at the most, and had to pay up. 
OthGr men who came with their s\\ags were 
given relief work, whilst many settlers 
remained idle. The organiser told those 
men that until they paid the £2 they could 
not ha vc tlwir names placed upon the call 
roll. They poid the £2, although they v;cre 
1~0~ guaranteed work to have their narnes 
placed on lhe call r'oll and to ha.-e their 
-ehances cousiderc.:d \Yhen \York 1\Tas avail
able. Some men had to borrow the moncv 
from th<' _,tordcccpcr or th" butcher in order 
to pay i he organi~cr of the Aush·alian 
·workers' 1_jnion ~he £2. Tho work was not 
-only started as relief work, but it wa·- <.tartcd 
for pohtic~d purpo3es. I-IoweYer, I again 
congLtLliato the Premier for commencing 
ihrrL work, notwidbtandin~ the fact that 1t 
might have been the means of my defeat, 
nud I hope he will coutiuuc the work. I 
hope the Gon•rnment 'vill link the lino with 
the rich f;l'azing areQS around St. Gcorgc, 
because, i11 rny opinion) the St. Ucor::-':'r• a!ld 
Stunt district; should both be sPned b,
that line. It "~i]l become o:IC of the chie'f 
lines iu QuccnslanJ and '·'ill open up rich 
grazing lands. It is the rno-t Jin~ct route 
to both tbc.-;c irnportant ceutres, and I horw 
tilat fnct rill be rpJll('!llb( red, >Lnd that the 
f'Oll' t l'Udiun of tho line will uot <..:tn:;.;c until 
it rcc1,ches both Surat and St. Cco1·ge. 

I ''ad to refer to another matt0r. and +hat 
is that tho 'jan1e \Yas not 'pla=:cd in that 
local't: at the d0ctions. ·whether the officers 
connected 'vith the construction of tLn lino 
had instructions frorn the Uovernn1ent I do 
not know, but this is ,,-hat happened. 
Although the Saturclr1,. on which the election 
took place >Yas a pt!blic holiday. the men 
Pngaged on that line-the greater part of 
them 'cttlns who would ha;·c left on Friday 
night and spPnt Raturdav arHi Sunday at 
home-,vere told that, if they did not attend 
i.he roll call on the Saturday rnofning, and 
Yotcd anywhere else, they \;ould be dis
nll&Scd on J\Jor1Jay morning. 

The flECRETARY FOR AonJOuLT.CRE: \Vho 
told them tlutt : 

:'11r . .MORGAN: They were told that by 
thE> organiser. The roil v. as called on the 
Saturd~y moming, and those men, after 
answenng the roll call, were marched down 
to the vollin~ 11lace like a regiment of 
soldiers to n'gistcr their votes. (Government 
dissent.) They were prevented hom voting 
elsewhere becall'O they wore afraid of losing 
their jobs. I know what I am talking 
about, because my son was sent to that parti
cular polling place to act as my scrutineer. 
He addre·-sed the men and told them that 
he was surprised to think that men who had 
fol1ght for the liberty of the country should 
c llow themselves to be marched like a. regi
ment of soldiers up to the polling booth. 

Mr. C'OLI.i:\S: You got a bad .-ote there. 

l\1r. MORGAN: I got a bad Yote there 
because thoee men were informed that it 
would be known hc)W e;-ery one of them 
voted, and. if they voted against the Labour 
LioYernment, they were going to be dismissed 
on Mond'Ly morning. They told both my 
son and myself that they considered their 
wives and families of more importance to 
them than recording a vote for me. They 

[.Mr . .Morgan. 

were down and out, and I could not say 
rrnyihing c. t all against them. That is what 
l•1ppcned in my electorate, and thoro is no 
ck'nying the fact. I have ovidenco--

Tlw SECRLTAHY FOR PrBLIC LANDS : "Where 
is it? 

Mr. l\IORGAN: It is the evidence of my 
own wn and of myself. At any rate. I am 
making the statement publicly, and I sa.y 
that th>tt was not a fair thing to do. It 
clld not nucke anv difference, but I think 
[ 'vonld be doing "a .,-rong to my district if 
I did not expose the htctics that were used 
i,t connection v, ith that particular matter. 

The SECRE1;.\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did the 
nlf~n cornphun ·: 

.:\1r. l\IORGAX: They complained to my 
~on and lo myself. They would have gone 
away to their homos, \vhere they could have 
n•tecl as they liked. _\gain, when the 
rcinrni11g oHiccr \Va3 gurnrning dcnvn the 
Ycting papc'rs, it \Yas. ~ound that nine out 
J f ten ],acl not suflic!Cnt gum, and the 
n tun1ing officer had to get out some gum 
to rnake- the adhesion satisfactory. The rnen 
'aw this, v.nd they told me that thoie votes 
·ould be recognised, as there \Yas not sufli

cient gum on th" ballot-papers. That "as 
trne_ ~nd 1 surJV0:3C it can be ycrifiod in every 
other district. 

:Ur. HIOHDXN I /Jurkc): :Hr. Speaker, 
I ~,vif-ih -·g-ajn 1o cougr;ltula1c you on your 
.-,ppoiututPllL to Lho high off:C'e of Speaker 
D'- this .t\;c,~ .mblY witholit cunte-t. l arn 

"-111'0 that during the last ses
L7 11.n1.] ~ion of J>u rliaull'llt vo'l n·a, e 

pach pnr1·' iiJ thi• lio;·t~c a fair 
u:o, and nmc lwn. 1lH' nl_H'l'"' had a E!ircr go 
t!Jau t:l~V could lnvc expected. 

ln rc~fl rd to the Jo ·:; of the.~ " Douglas 
l\Iaw,Jn:" '';hich to ;k plncc in .March of 
tbis year, J \Yant to offer my C0' 1dolonccs 
to th~ rcl: tin•s and friends of those who 
\H re lo-t; l':i lh that ship. J'\•J cloubi iho,,c 
who g-o to sea to he!p feed the• people who 
are pionr:crlng in thtJ Gnlf distr1ct dcq:rvc 
C\Cl'j con::dderationl and one and alL I am 
~l~l'0, dcc,r:ly regret tbo loss of the " Douulns 
~12 \"'.~ . .an. 

1 decsire also to congratulate the Secrc· 
tarv for Public Lands on his appointment 
to 'ono of the most important dc·j,utments 
i•J this State-the Lands Department. This 
i, a department that gives opportunitir'" 
to anv voung man taking up po]itlcs as rt 

bminess.' Our friends . on the other side 
of! en refer to members on thio side as pro
{c~sional 11oliticians, nnd '"o are quite -pre~ 
pn'cd to accept that de-ignat.ion. Members 
,_._ ho do not make a profession of politics 
in this P-tatc• aro not going to g-L't H'ry far. 

GOVERXThlENT l\1JDIBEHS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RIORDAN : If we arc paid to carr~· 
oH the bminess of thi' State, ' e should 
a itcnd t<J onr dui ics and devote thc whole 
of our time to the job we arc paid to do, 
and not be conducting t.wo or three second
hand bu,inesscs in Queen street. (Laugh
ter.) 

1 had no intention to speak on the 
Ac~drcss in Reply, but the hor.. member 
for l\1urilla has raised one or two very 
ir'Jportant questions that dc',C'l'Ve thP very 
sc•rious consideration of this Assembly. 
'The hon member referred to thc pastoral 
industrv. At the present time there is a 
gn,at .Slump in the pastoral indnstry. It 
is practically" down and out." Men Engaged 
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m that industry at the present time have 
110 n1arkct for their stock, and ~o-dav are 
D(,t in n, position to ffi('(_\t their oblig3.tions 
to the State or to anyoao 0lse. Unlike the 
hon. 1nember for lV1nritla, I <lln not going 
to blame the Government for the position 
the cattle-growers of this Sbte find them
selYes in. The ea tt1e-grcnvor himself is 
juf.t as rc"ponsiblc, and proha.l•ly more so, 
1 han an,v othci' person in Queensland. If 
there is ono fcllov· \Yho mak.-,s the "f;Oin~ 
gGod" v..:hen the rnarkct i'o good: it is tho 
cattle man, and during the last seven or 
Gif!:ht years he has been having a gre .• t fc-ast, 
ar!d comrnon or ordi 1ar1 beer w .s not good 
cr.ongh for him. H0 ~1ade the charnpagnc 
flow >;·hi le the going V\ as good, and to-day he 
we.nts somebodY else to ea rrv the burden for 
him. The question of wh,;·t the cattleman 
has done during the last C'lght yen r" i<S not 
"d.at we should tal.~l~ in1o ron:;ideration ·here 
to-night. The pnsition in rc.::-vard tD this 
iuc(ustl' . as I sait-1 at tho ~~1het of mv 
l'f'Jnarks. de .·2l'YCS seriou:-, con~ider.1.tion. a~ i''t 
is ono of the mo:::t irnport.an-:- industric<~ in 
Qucnnslaml. Th0 mark0t difEcuJty '.,il1 ],o 
"r!duccd as a cause of tho prc~·pnt 11o~ition. 
rrhero tll't'J man;. C:ll13CS, an({ thl' n1ark:ct diffi
culty is unr> of thPrn. I adrnit that there <:11'0 

no ~ales ovc•rsc'a. on account of ('OHJP"t11ion 
trorn the .Argentina mc•at ~~.JL:naniP~. J:\o 
·c!uubt .Argentina is puttir.g a bett.er artiele on 
the rnarket than Qucr-nsland has be:=:n doing. 
\Y c all 1

, now i he posii ion of the m1 1 t incln,trv 
at tL.• (·c •. ;,ati'ln of the \,ar_ Our nwat ha~l 
bt•cn k0pt in the cold store;.; during the- 1var. 
n~1d, "·hen the lvar finished, it v. a-, not fit 
f{lr c~nsun1p1 ion. It ·would haY~"' paid tho 
rneat mdnstry at the cc,, ation of tlw war to 
<Ch;mp all meat on hand in Londoll at the 
tinw, and -tart on a frc·sh basis. \ustralia 
consume::- 80 por cont. odd of her OIY11 fH'CrthlC'

tinn of rnon j. and yet to-da\ '"ce find that the 
c ..... ttlc-gnn:ver i;:; nnabie lo find a market ,_..,.vcn 
for that 80 per cent. at a price that would 
enable him to grow the c·attlo. I scn that tho 
comumer is paying tlw price th.at \Yould 
cna.blo hm1 to grow the cattle, bui through 
t}H~ lack of .organiBation. he if' suffering 
t]p·ough the mHidl•·man coming in and gdting 
what nghtly bPiongs to ihe cattle-grower. At 
ilw present time the indnstn- i~ asked to 
Cal'l''! a l\Ie'tt Conncil. The ':Mc1t Council 
have boc!1 oporating fol' sorrH~ coq~idc-rablo 
lime, awl. if I am not mistaken. the hon, 
n;cmbcr for l\Inl'illa i~ a ITlC'nlbr:r of tho Conn
ul. [ want to know \Yhat the 1\Icat C<,nncil 
hac done, since ii has been est a hlishcd. That 
i.~ a fair qnc "tinn, seeing that the hon. 
rncmbor is asking t.lw Go,-o,rnment \Yh:lt tlH:v 
ha., 0 done .. Tlw ('iouncil say thc:v arn tr··lng. 
to get i he mdn<'tt·y hark to a soli·l a'ld self
SU]>porting- basi~. \V hat action haY·o tlw! 
taken? .I noticP that. thcv arc continuallv 
m. king- trip to l\1!'lhournc 'rwd meeting tlwr'c 
'nthout rnnch rc-:nlt.. rrho Comn1on\\·0a1th 
Govornnwnt control a line of stoam<'rs. Has 
thP hon. mf'mbPr for 1\liurilla. or hav0 his 
fricncl~ on tlw :\1cat Council, app1·oached the 
Common·vvcnltl1 CnvP1'nm0nt and asked then1 
to man their shins whi<'h nre lvinrr idle, nncl 
to load thPm with b!'d and end0a,:~nr to fine! 
a market for it? Hnve th0,. 0ndcaYo11rcd to 
get t.h0 C'ommonwoaltb to takn m0at to tho 
London_ mukC'i' to be ,old in com]wtition witl1 
ArgentJna n1cn i ? Arcording to press reprwts 
the Council clo not appear to )J,,ye made an~ 
appro>tch to the Commonwpalfh Governme~·t 
in that r0g1ud. Thc•y asked thc' Common
wealth Govermn<-nt to subsidise the industry, 
a"d the worker to accept '' reduction of 

wages. rrhe worker imm"diately accepted 
a reduction, although, when t.he profits wore 
good in the industry, the worker only on one 
ocrasion got an increase from tiw l\'lcat Conn
cil without haYing to fight the issue in the 
Arbitration Court or take direct. action. Yet, 
as soon as the industry gets into a little 
trouble, the Meat Council c'lll upon the 
people of the Commonwealth to support it by 
way of 'nbsidy. I think t.ha~ our meat can 
a.gain be put into the London mnrkrt 1n emu
petition with the Argentina m0at, if ihe 
Commonwealth Government arc prepnred, by 
way of subsidy, to man the Commonwealth 
ships and take the meat to London, 

I suppose that the cattle men aro about 
the worst organised body in the Common
wealth. The extreme wing of the pas
toralists cluring the last eight or nine years 
has struck a levy of so rnuch per 1,000 sheep 
or per 100 cattle ior the purpose of trying 
to gratify the ·largo leaseholders in their 
clcsirc to get on to the Treasury benches of 
this St.1te-that has been the whole object 
bcLind their organisation. The smaller n1en 
wore getting good priers, and "\Vcre prepared 
to contribute to any fund without making 
an:' inquiry. Tho case was not stated to 
them. The only case they have had put to 
them was that put by the paid Press, con
trolled by the meat money in Brisbane. 
During the last eight or nine :--ears those 
people haye continually spent their money 
in an effort to g-et on to these Treasury 
benches, with no -cthc r idea in their minds 
that that of obtaining an extension of lease~ 
for the larg0 pastoral ko.seholder, ana 
squeezing out the small 1nan. 

A GoYERN>!~XT :\!InrBlm: It cost them a 
few thoueand pounds last year. 

Mr. RIORDA:\1: Yes; >ve know how 
desperate they were during the last session 
whp.n the GoYcrnment had a majority of 
onl:c one. Knm..-ing that thev had faced the 
electors on trro occa~ion6, and that another 
a11pcal to the people y·ould be fatal unless 
they could g·ct into po\\·er b:· hook or by 
crook before it tnok place, and pass .a D1ll 
limiting the franc·his<', tlwy hied cyery 
po•~.-;lhlc nwans to def('1t the Government. 
Did the)· try to bring :tbout their ends by 
propaganda. and by lct.t.ing fl10 people know 
all about it? ::\To. Thev tried to do it by 
bribing n1C111b0rs of this L0g·isl<Jturc, .and 
,~cc,king them out. in their ho,ncs in the clark 
hours of the night. If th0~~ aro getting· 
along vn=•ll-1naking 40 nor <:::Ollt. or 50 per 
cont.-no crime is too gr~at for their clae·_,, 

GovERN1fEXT ME>IBERR: Hear, hear! 
:Nlr. RIORDAK: Kow, I think tlw small 

cattle man is getting \Yisc to tho "'~ \Yho are 
in receipt of £3,000 ·a Y' ar, and is going- to 
.mnke an effort t.o organise himf'clf in the 
meat indnstrv. Ho realises that indiYidunl 
effort of thr· 'Edkins tYpe is neYor likelv to 
get the cattle industry' or am· other indJ;stry 
cn:nvhore, but thllt organi-ed effort. by thm<e 
\ctnall:,' Pngagnd in <'lttlP raising is likely 
to get them for their r>tttle what they .arc 
j nstlv ontitlPC1 to. The hon. nwmber for 
Murillct has told ne that the cattle men arc 
unable to g·et more than lcl. or l~d. per lb. 
in the markets here. but if you go to any 
butcher shop :-·ou will pay 6d. and rii!ht up 
lOd. per lb. for Your beef. Those figures 
show that there is something wrong in th<Y 
distribution. 

Mr. KERR: Do you think that the Com
missioner of Prices should fix the price? 

iv!r. Riordan.] 
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Mr. RIORDAN: !If the hon. member 
gives notice of his que,,tion, I will answer it 
to-morrow. (Laughter.) If the consumer 
has to pay up to lOd. per lb. for beef, then 
the \'-attle man who is raisino· the cattle is 
not getting a fair deal. · " 

'Mr. KERR: \Vhy does the bon. gentleman 
•not advocate that in caucus? 
. Mr. RIORDAN: My attitude in caucus is 

Jl;'St the .• ame as my attitude on the public 
platform. If the hon. g0ntleman -does thin~s 
m secret and with a simple mind, it is n~t 
Ior me to discuss that matter. The Govern
ment have endeavoured to do somethin"' to 
assist. the cattle indust17- In 1922, Me~srs. 
Angh~s and Kerr .were very anxious to go 

<()fi With the erectwn of meatworks in the 
Gulf country. where there ar<> a million head 
·Df cattle within a radius of 200 miles of 
Kar4mba. They approached the Premier 
and Said they were prepared to estab!i,h 
·tJ,p-to~date m"atworks at that place if the 
Uoyernn1e~t \'vere prenared. to assist the1n. 
The Premier told those people at the time 
that~ If t.hey would erect an up-to-date plant 
at I\.arumba, he would be prepared to assist 
them on the pound for pound basis or he 
would go further, and, if they could find the 
money to erect the works, he would put any
thmg_ up to £1~0,000 into thP development of 
the 1\orman River to enable boats to get up 
to ta~<e the r;1eat away. At that time J\Ir,lrs. 
Anghss ana Kerr were most eager and 
n:~ost. keen on that proposition, but there ,,·ere 
J:ng mterests m Townsville. The Americans 
havP large rneatworks there, and the Q.J\I.E. 
-.1lso have large meatworks there. Either 
pressure was brought to bear, or something 
moved Messrs .. Anghss and Kerr, and they 
got cold feet m regal'd to the proposition, 
a;nd they were not prepared to go on wi1h it. 
bmce then the smaller men ha vc shown their 
~esue to est~ blish smaller worb, thinking 
they could finance the scheme, and thus 
~mable them to get rid of their stock where 
1t_ Is gro\viL . During this season the Towns,.. 
Yille meatworks were offering 16s. per 100 lb. 
for first-class beef and 12s. per 100 lb. for 
c·econd-class beef. The cattle have to travel 
somewhere about 700 to 800 miles in boino
cremoved from the Gulf into the Townsvill~ 
meatwor.k; During the -droving trip and 
the rallmg the . cat1le lose anything up to 
1 cwt. m conchtwn, which, in the case of a 
first-class bullock, makes it a second-class 
bullo.ck on 1ts arnval at the meatworks. The 
dr?vm~ and rail" ::ty charges would cost any
thmg from 16.c to 17s. per head to get those 
cattle !o the, works. ·when the cattle-"'rower 
g:ets his ch<;quP f?r his bullocks, mor~ than 
hkely he will be m debt as the result of his 
:first-class bullocks having to be graded as 
~econd-clacs bc·cause of the condition they lost 
m the drovmg· and railing. The Govern
~ent promised to support canning works at 
Normanton, on the pound for pound basis. 
It was thought that the erection of the ·works 
would cost somewhere in the vicinity of 
£30,000. The Pnemior promised a company 
o_r any co-operative undertaking that, if they 
hked to get the business, he would finance 
the scheme on a pound for pound basis up to 
£15,000. The " Daily Mail " of 13th J ub: 
,,ays-

"CANNING \VORKS. 
" THE GULF SCHnn;. 

" Government help. 
" Meat-cannino- vvorks on a co-operative 

basis are propos~d for the Gulf countrv. 
It is proposed to raise a capital of 
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£60,000 to start the works, which will be 
establishod at Karumba, at the mouth of 
the Norman River. The State Govern
ment has already promised assistance to 
the extent of £15,000. 

"Questioned on the subject yesterday, 
the Premier (Mr. Theodore} said that a 
larger advance was desired from the 
Government by those behind the move
ment. This request was now receiving 
consideratlon. '' 

In regard to the request made to the 
Government, I made a request to assist the 
scheme on a pound for pound basis to the 
e>:tent of £60,000, and they were not clear 
as to whether it was to be a purely co
operative concern. Tl1cy were not prepared 
to take on that scheme. I made a further 
request that the Government should increase 
th•· capital to £20,000. This they_ have pro
mised to do, but in doing so I am afrai-d 
that two of the clauses' in their agreement 
will make the c.ondition of the industry at 
present very difficult. The cattle nwn are 
unable to put money in, and, in order to get 
their cattle treated by works there, they 
••ould fir"t have to find the money to talre up 
shares in the com.pany. I am sorry tho,t the 
two last clauses in the letter received from 
the Minister in chargo o£ State Enterprises 
will have a pretty bad eff~ct on the decision 
to establish these works. As he state& in the 
last part-

" No part of such advance to be paid 
to the company until the company has 
to tfw satisfaction of the Government 
erected buildings and installed the necus
sary machinery and plant to the value 
of £30,000." 

In regard to that. if the proposal, imtead 
of going to be a co-operative affair, was io 
be a joint stock company, there wonld bro no 
great difficulty in raising the money. \Ve 
want to make the scheme a purely co-opera
tive one, and issue to the ea ttle rmsn his 
shares at a Yery reasonn ble price--ono-third 
on application and one-third on allotment, 
payment to be made by deduction frow stock 
when treated at the works. That was the 
idea of the Government to get thne works 
going. The working capital required after 
the works were erected could easily be 
financed by the cattle-grower with his stock 
on thirty day&' sale. Cnder the stipulation 
to find the money which I have just quoted 
I think the scheme, <ts a. co-operative one, 
will be a very difficult proposition to those 
v.·ho arc desirous of e,tablishing the works 
there. I am not prepared to argue thai 
mo,tt;~·orks in the Gulf district would bo a 
2J per cent. proposition for invhtmeilt, but 
I am prepared to say that the undQrtaking 
would be a profitable one. As stated by the 
hon. member for Murilla, Borthwicks have 
made a profit at their works. Littles, who 
were prepared to handle all stock treated at 
thA canning works in the Gulf, have a 
market, say they could get rid of the canned 
moat, and the chilled moat could be taken 
from the Gulf and put on the Victorian 
market at a more reasonable figure than what 
cattle brought from New :6ealand fetch. 
Their co't landed from New Zealand is £45 
per head. I venture to say that the cattle 
raiser in the Gulf could put cattle on the 
Victorian market at a more reasonable figure 
than Kew Zealand, and give the consumer 
his beef at a price more reasonable than he 
has to pay to-day. I would be sorry to see 
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any scheme such as this fall through because 
of any hard-and-fast rule the Government 
might impose. The Government should be 
sympathetic. This proposal has to be looked 
upon from the point of view of a develop
mental policy. The Gulf has time after time 
been promised assistance. Rents have been 
collected from that area, and taxation im
posed and collected; and what has been spent 
in return in the Gulf during thelast fifty ye.1rs? 
Thirty years ago, when those people took 
up land, we had a weekly boat service there 
-a pretty decent service. To-day we have 

·a monthly service to the Gulf. The Gulf has 
gone back. The starting of an industry of 
this kind will lead to some other industries 
operating there. If the Government could 
see their wa v to assist the ea ttle raiser to 
this extent, h·is meat-which is to-dav clasb•cd 
as second-class when it goes i.nto T;}wnsville 
meatworks-when killed where it is grown 
would be worth 16s. pN 100 lb. It loses 100 lb. 
going to the Townsville works v. hich makes 
it \vorth there only 12s. pe1; 100 lb. He 
would get the full weight in ~ormanton, 
and the bullock would be worth anything up 
io 30s. to £2 more if killed where it is grown 
instead of taking it to Townsville as is done 
~o-day. 

There is another aspect from the grower's 
1•oint of view that gives food for thought 
to the cattle-raiser throughout Queensland. 
If I took up a holding during the· war 
pcnod. when breeders were selling at £6 per 
head. and stocked up a place at that cost, 
the place \\Ould be at once over-capitalised. 
My rent would be fixed for ten vears bv 
the Land Court. The position is· changed 
altogether. When I selected there I 
selected under war conditions under boom 
.:prices. Inlmediately the pricds corne down, 
what hftppens to all the men there • It is 
impo.~siblc for them to purchase at £6 a 
head and to sell to-dav at £3 or £4. If 
the Government are not prepared to assist 
further. the payments of rent in the Gulf 
·country should be waived for ono year 
to small cattle-gro·sers. I know that 
<!very small man who has taken up land 
ther~ reco•ntly has been un:tble to sol! any 
of h1s stock. and I know the Secretary for 
Public Lands has been generous with every 
application that has come forward for an 
extension of time without a penalty. He 
ha~ granteJ cYery request. sonH~ of thorn· 
bemg three or four years behind with their 
rent. vYhcn there is a recovery of the 
market, it will taku some time to make up 
the back ~-ent. ~s the Secretary for Public 
Lands said to-mght, the rent is only a 
secon_da_ry consideration. If the industry is 
flouns~m_g nobody qmbbles much about the 
rent; 1t " a secondary consideration· but it 
is a very big consideration when you are 
ui1able to g<·t a. market for vour cattle and 
are unable to meet the rent due. If ,,-ou 
are holding the land anrl the Land Commis
sioner forfeits it, you have no place to take 
your few head of stock to. X ow take ea ttle 
railed to Townsville. Cattle sent from Boo
man-a. ctftor being treated at the works. 
brought 24s. per head to a man who ha·d 
grown them. .i week or so after he had 
sent the cattle in he ordered a side of leather 
from Townsvi!le, and it cost him £5. 'When 
he got the leather back he discovered on it 
the brand of one of his bullocks. He got 
only 24s. for the bullock: somebodv tanned 
the hide, and charged him £5 for 'it. 

An Ho~o'CR.\BLE MEMBER: Why don't you 
I'OCti fy it? 

Mr. RIORDAN; Who were the men who 
tried to rectify it by means of a political 
levy on the cattle-raisers during the last 
eight or nine years? I ask him what he has 
done. 1 have made genuine efforts. I am 
with the Government who granted an exten
sion of tin]e for payment without any penal
ties. Who gave a reduction of 30 per cent. 
oft the carriage of cattle? Did they race 
around :tt the time when cattle were bring
ing £13 ar ~14 per head to raise the wages 
in the industry? Ko, they had to con-

test every inch of the ground 
[7.30 p.m.] for any rise they got. My friends 

opposite ask me, "What have I 
done?" I have madB an effort to organise 
the smaller cattle man to help himself. I 
am not wcn:ying about the class that keep 
members opposite in Parliament-the class 
of pastoralists that finds the election expenses 
of my friends on the other side. These 
people do not worry me, because they bought 
in when the market was mmewhere about 
£1 a head, and if they sold their stock at 
£5 a head they would be making a very 
good profit. I am worrying about the man 
who got land under this Government, and 
who bought in when cattle were at a high 
price. That is the man I am moving for 
to-night. There is a move on the part of 
the Secretary for Public Lands to write 
down the value of the soldier settlements. 
That is a ·very good idea. The soldier 
settlor got in at the same time as the man 
for whom I am offering a plea here to-night. 
I do not suppose that one pastoralist out of 
ten would give me a Yote, but I am not 
prepared to see an industry worth millions 
a year g-o to the wall simply because some
body may not yote for me. I am not looking 
at it from that point of view at all. The 
establishment of canning works in the Gulf 
country would mean the culling out of the 
mongrel stock up there, and the introduction 
of a better class of cattle. 

Mr. vY.\LlCER: You cannot sell them in the 
South. 

Mr. RIORDAN: \Ve are consuming over 
80 per cent. of the beef, and we are charg
ing- the public up to 10d. a lb. for it. The 
calming works are showing a. profit, and 
onhr 20 per cent. of tb e beef is being canned. 

l\1r. \V \LKER : The canning w0rk,s are not 
working half-time. 

l\Ir. RIORDAN: l3orthwicks are \\orking, 
and one of your own supporters said Borth
wicb. were reaping a handsome profit-that 
they were making a fortune out of the 
industry. 

l\lr. VVALr<ER: The canning people are not 
working half time. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Borthwicks work all the 
year round. Reputable firms state that, if 
works were established in the Guli, they 
could find a market. They have their 
market organised, and, with the establish
ment of these works in t)w Gulf, they could 
dispose of our meat. I have already 
referred to cattle being imported from :0Tew 
Zealand and eold at £45 a head. If we 
kille·d our meat and sent it to Victoria, we 
could put it on the market and sell to the 
con·.umer at a lesser price than that. 

Mr. VVALKER: They won't eat frozen meat. 
Mr. RIORDAN: Thev will eat frozen 

meat in preference to "'pulped" beef-the 
elf!. ss of stuff they get from New Zeal and. 
The handling of stock there is almost as 
crude as the handling of stock on the rail
ways in the Commonwealth. There has been 

JJ.ir. Riordan.] 
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no consideration given to that phase of the 
question. To-day cattle for export are 
railed in a most crude manner From eight 
to ten truckloads of cattle-somewhere about 
200-are put intD the one yard. They are 
chased round by half a dozen men till they 
get sixteen or eighteen in a truck. Then 
t.hey close the truck up, and go through the 
snrnc perfor1nance again. This i-. repeated 
for a couple of hours until the cattle are all 
placed in the trucks, and the last fpw truck
loads are so bruised and knocked about that 
it is almost impossible to drag the cattle 
into the trucks. The trucks should be filled 
from the end of the train, which should 
have a ra-ce right through, with doors in the 
centre. There is no necessity to knock the 
cattle about in the way they are at present. 
Also showers could be plftced on everY 
railway tank m Queonsland, such as the 
one placed hy Mr. P. J. McDermott at 
Alma-den. After the <mg-ine takes water the 
shower is pulled over the train, the train 
drawn up, and the shower goes over the 
cattle. Four or five showers of that kind 
on a hot day are as good as a drink of 
water to the stock. 

Mr. MoRGAC\: vVe placed all that before 
the Government 0\'er tweh-e months ago. 

2\ll:r. RIORDA~ : The hon. member has 
not been here to listen to what I have said, 
so I will go on with the business. 

I am very pleaspd to Bee that the Govern
ment are not adopting .a system of camou
flaged rP-umplions such as was adYocated 
by our friends dnring the elections. when 
they said that the pastoralist was willing to 
let go haff his run if we gave him an exten
sion for the other half. In my O\Yn elec
torate alone, if the policv adYocated b.,
holl. i110111bPr~ oppc"itc had 'been adopted b~Y 
the Goverr:mont. \H' wodd ha\·o got 1,082 
cquan~ -ml1PS 1 "\Yhcrcu<;;. ther0 arc 3,800 square 
n1ilcs due for rc·~un1ption, and the pastoralists 
\Yemld haYc had the bcc_t of the deal for the 
next Jh-e ye• a 1'.3 1 o the extnnt of 2, 718 square 
P1il0s I :_nn YCl'\ nlcasrd to '·:r~c that the 
Gc:vcrnn1cnt are n;al~ing a test case in regard 
to sonw of th0se re ,un1ntions. Son1e critic:; 
say the right thing has· not been done. but 
thf. GoY 0 rnn1cnL arc takin!! these holdings, 
and I C\11JgTatplate the Premier and the 
GovcrP.mcnt on being courngeouf) enough to 
tacklC' ih-i~ rn·oposition. 

Our opponents are contlnua1lv criticising 
ihe Goyernmcnt for not 1nakin"g a succces 
of the railway,. It will be impossible to 
make op_r raihYavs n:::vv \Yhile \'\f' have these 
largo holdings a-ll along the \Vcstorn rail
v··n ;_ 'No ha ye -500 miles of railway in the 
IV~st with a J,opulation of 300 or 400. \>hen 
we ought to have 10,000 110ople sottlc·cl there. 

GoYERN~IEXT MEo!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

:Vlr. RTORDAN: What is the good of all 
this catnou-Aage? Hon. rnen1ber"' opposite 
a re re-- ponsiblr- for the position in which 
this State finds itself to-da,- in regard to 
closer srttlr~mPnt. Our raih~·a\ J vvill never 
pay nnder nrescnt rondiiions: The most 
cheerful optimist could not expert them to 
pa '/ nnl0ss n polic.v such as that sugg<~3tcd 
bY the Gon'rnmcnt is adopkd, and the land 
.along tho railway lines rc~umed for closer 
settlement. I am very ph'ascd to see that 
tbe Government have •·tarted out in this 
matter. 

With regard to the suggestion for the 
appointment of boards, the Secretary for 
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Public Lands is in the best position to find: 
out the carrying capacity of the different 
holding.; and what is a living area. I 
kno\v good practi{;al n1en \vho \vould give 
information to the Secretary for Public 
Lands in regard to the country around their 
own little area. The settlers on these 
10,000-acre blocks will tell, without any 
bcsitation, what they are making off them_ 
One man in the Hichmond district told me 
that. after paying his taxes and rent on a 
10,000-acre block, he was making a clear 
£1,500 a year. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is sheep country. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It is sheep country. That 
is vvhat \VG are rcsun1ing, and th:1t is what 
nil the discussion is about now. That i, a 
1110ttv fair guidE\ and I can sec no neces::;ity 
l'or the appointment of boards. \Ye have 
heard the bravin"' of the hon. member for 
Enoggera in rega~d to land settlement. \Ve 
had him juggling with fignres all the_ after
neon until he was practJcaly snowod m and 
did not know wha.t he was talkmg about. 

I am '>'en pleased to be able to congratu
htc the l\Iinieter and the Government in 
]'lltting- the \Ynter Supply Department under 
11,e satlle head as thl' Land Settle-ment 
J~rant'h. It is rnost nccesRary that water 
,bould be [Jl'O\·ided on nny land befor<' an:· 
pfl'ort is made to pnt people on to 1 t, and by 
1 hC' sinking of bore-'~ in suitable localitie,,, 
three or fonr of these sclectioPs could b:
\\"<1t0rcd from the ono bore. 

rrhc Uovcrnn1ent's policy in regarQ. to dog 
t·etting ic; another matter that is \Yorthy of 
, c rion~ •..:on~idcraiion. 

\Ye know that on the plains around :V1'1ra.
tl;on the dingo \Yill not come in until stan-ed. 
From th0 thicklv timbered country nnd along 
the: river the dillgo is creeping in and eating 
most of the selectors out on that boundary. 
As an instanCP of that, one selector's lambirg 
has dropped from 70 to 30 per cent. this year, 
:1nd his .beep have gr:vlually gQnc back. In 
rurard to back rent, I am sure that the Go
n~;nmenl. ae one of the landlords in regarcl 
to land settlement, are not going to be too 
hard on those celectors for their back rentals, 
2.nd, when the ti1nB arrivrs for repay1nent. 
wjlJ giYO favottrablc COnsidera-tion to the 
rnatter and make the repaymcn~ af; easv as 
p.ssiblt', ::\'obody knows that that wili b' 
done bcttc,r than the selectors who voted be· 
two to one in favour of this party 

\Vith rcgrrrd to the Gulf lands. I would 
e11g-gest to the Secretary for Public ~,and·s, a-; 
I did \\'hen spea.king on the Fmanctal State
ment last ·-ession. that those who are prepqrcd 
to go to the Gulf as pioneer_s and raise sheep 
ehonlcl be allowed a concession. IF a man IS 

prepared to es\o blish a nmv industry in th·' 
Cnlf. hP ehould be allowed to haw' the laml 
rent free. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member has exhaustPd the time aJlm;ed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. KELSO (T1mdah): This is the first 
time I have had the honour of addrescinl! 
the House. I consider it a great honour, and 
I also consider it a great ho11<:mr to rcprc
'•ent such ..tn important constituency as 
Nundah. 

OPPOSITI0:-1 J\1E}IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KELSO: I feel a little disappointeJ 
t !oat I ha npen on thi.s occasion to be the· only 
new member 01; this side of the House. Hon_ 
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nlf•mbers opposite may not be sorry, but I 
pPrsonally regret the absence from the House 
of one oc two men who would haYe boe•1 of 
great assistance to tho House in the debates. 
lion. n1<:!1nb0rs opposite are alwayc- insis1ing 
that they represent the ,,-ishes of the electors 
of Q.cteensland-but I 'lould reiterate what 
has been sflid this afternoon-and I a,m cer
t&in that hon. members on this side will 
continue to reiterah it-that thev do not 
rc·present a majority of the electors of Queens
[ -nd. (Goyernment laughter >tnd intcrjec
tic.ns.) I think it is rather a compliment 
when I -can get hon. llleinbou; oppoBite to 
interject. I have figurec here compiled from 
the records of the returning officers. They 
sho\Y thFLt for the bventv-nine mcn1bors on 
this side 198,131 Yotes were recorded, and 
for the forty-three members opposite 184,562 
votes. (Government dissent.) 

.\n 0PPOSfTIOc; :.VlE'IIBER: A minority ropre
~entation. 

Mr. KELSO: That represents a minorit:: 
of 1-+,369 votes. I am well aware that there 
are still n ftnv figures to con1o in, but I do not 
think the figure,, will be altered ver much. 
I take this opportuuity, as a nC·>" man, of 
complimenting the hon. member for Kennedy 
on his speech. He ma.do a vuy fim· speech 
from his point of view. He saicl that the 
people in t.h~ electorates '\ere being educated, 
ond that. when they y:ere fulh cdm _;ted to 
at! the bcneftts which the Labour party will 
confer Dn the State, then tho whole of the 
House would be Labour. 

GOVERN}fENT :\IniBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. KELSO: I am quite with the hon. 
member in his statement that t.hc electors 
are being educated. His prernises are right, 
but his conclusions are \Yrong, becam~:), as the 
electors get educatc,d, they wiJl see through 
1be hollowness of the policy which hon. mem
bers opposite wish to bring into op0ration, 
and the result will be that, inste~d of a 
HDuse composed of Labour men, we shall 
have ono con1poscd ot n1ember2 of the party 
a1, present in Oppo~;:;ition. Hon. n1ernbers 
opposite should remember that thoro is not 
~~nether LaLour Goverruncmt in Austrvlia. 
The Labour party in Qneensla.nd repro,entB 
..1 minority, and is not that a sign that the 
electors are · aking up' Some little time 
ag-D the Labour part0 \'.as in power in 
vv,,storn Amtrali<t and x, V :South vYales, 
buL the cl~rtors hrcYe reYcrsed thoir derision, 
except ln Quef'n~sla,nd, und e,·en here, as I 
propose to .. how later on. tlw Labour Govern
mc•nt are in a minarit_y. lion. n1en1bc~-~ oppo~ 
sitc have been taking credit for the fact that 
during Jn t Rf-';:;:~;,ion, \Yhen they \YOre' jn a 
minority of 17,000 ,·otos on the iota[ poll, the? 
al>olishod the Legislative Council. \Ye know 
th~t on the or< asion '·•·hen a referendnm was 
taken the people sa.id with no nnmistakoable 
vr,~co that theJ wrtntc:d t1v'- Lcsrislativc Coun
cil to remain. I do not c.hink that any credit 
CH< be take,., t · the GoYorm1Fnt for abolish
ing the Upper ·House during the laBt Parlia
n1cnL bQcausc, practica.Jly SlJoaking, they had 
root got a. mandata from the people to do it. 

Lad st-"::.sion f'ome-~nrious thingS happP11ed 
Ir'irst of all. we had the redistributio'1 of the 
electorates. I may say here\ quitr independ 
ent of what has happened in years gone by or 
of ·what particular Government \Vas in ]10\Vf'r, 
il'at it is ver:r unfair to appoint a,s redistri
bution eommissionerB men - wh0 are public 
~Prvants \Ye had three C'ontm:i~sioners 
appointed, and two of them oi\'ed in BriebanA. 

I a1n not going to mention their nar:los-we 
all know whD they are--but I ask hon. mem
bers if it is fair to put any publw servant 
into that position? 

Mr. GrLDAY: Were you looking for the job? 

Mr. KELSO: I was not looking for the job. 
The PREMIER: Mr. Kidston app<'int>'<l 

r·ublic servants. 
Mr. KELSO: It does not matter what hap

pened in the past; I am giving my JDd1v1dunl 
opinion in the matt~"~' hcca use up to the 
present I have no pohtJCal sms. 

'fhe PRJl}IIER: No parliamentary sins. 

Mr. KELSO: No parliamei.1tary sins. 
ThE' SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What dD 

you suggest? 
Mr. KELSO: The Secretary for Agricul

ture asks mo what I would suggest. It. IS 

possible to get in Queensland an rmpar:tral 
body of men cf different opinions to go mto 
a mal ter of that description. It is not a 
matter which should be left to t~ree pubhc 
serYants. It is natural that pubhc .serv":nts 
should lean towards those who are m o_ffic<;J. 
and, "\Yithout irnputing any motrves1 . 1t 1S 
noarl v impos,iblo for men in tha: posihon to 
giYe "an unbiased derision i1_1 the n1atLor of 
redistribution of the boundanes of electorates. 

Hon. F. T. BRE);NAN: You would not haYe 
been here but for that redistribution. 

Mr. KELSO: Yes, I would. If t~r hon. 
gentleman has any de,igns on the Nundah 
electorate. he had bcttrr put it out of. his 
mind, bee a use ho will m'vcr ger. there. v\ hen 
these Corntnis:-ioners started on the1r du~1es 
they had to diYide the electorates accordmg 
to a st,tted quota, With a margm of one-fifth 
n){)re or one-fifth le's. The number of elec· 
tors on the roli was 468,946. 

The ATTOR'-<EY-GENERAL: Not at the time of 
the redistribution. 

::\Ir. KF,LSO: The maximum margin of 
allmvanca was 7,817, and the minimu~n 5,211. 
I have tak0n out son1c of tho figures In or~er 
to buttrc~s mv argument, and it is a peculiar 
thing that the maximum is exceeded mostly 
in electorates represented Oll th1s side of the 
House, whilst the electorates \VhiCh fall short 
of the quota haYe chiefly returned members 
on the other side of 1 he House. The elec
torate of Enoggera has 7,9'71 electors, Logan 
8.089, Oxley 7,965, Toowong, B,029, whilst 
Charters 'towers has 4, 752, Chillagoe 4.834, 
Cook 4,689, Flinders-th" smallest of the lot-
3, 767, Q.ueenton 4, 746, and To·vnsville 5,096. 
Kow, I "'g,gcst to the hon. and learned 
Attorney-Gcn-ral-I bo:v to his supenor 
knowl.cdgc-that he go mto the quostwn of 
whether the g·cntlemen representmg Charters 
Towers, Chitf:,goe, Cook, Flinders, Qucenton, 
and Town:.vill~ have been legally elected to 
thei 1• seats. I doubt, rnyseli, whether they 
have. 

OPPOSITION }1E1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

M:r. KELSO: It is, of co~rse, unsatisf!'c
ton· to us that gentleman sittmg on this side 
should be elected by a surplus of elcet_ors, 
although it is perfectl;r legal; but_ I be!wve 
that if the matter were gone mto m a 
con·,titutional way, it would be f~u?d that 
those elected by electorates contaJmiC'g le~s 
than the legal quota are illegally m . this 
House. lf the legal decision is against them, 
it will of course, be a matter of great regret 
to the 'House that they will have to go up for 
election again. 

Mr. Kelso.] 
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It has been mentioned here before that the 
Governor's S'pcech is probably one of the 
shortest on record. Somebody has said that 
language was 1'nvented to enable us to conceal 
our thoughts, and upon thinking over the 
matter I have wondered whether the Premier 
had not that saying in his mind when he 
suggC'sted this very short Speech. I presume 
that the remarks are meant to be a reflex of 
the ideas of the Government, and so we have 
to consider what reason has prompted the 
hon. member to have su.ch a short Speech, 
with very litth in it to enable one to criticise 
it-almost nothing more than a long list of 
Bills without any indication of what they 
mean. I used, as an elector, to take great 
interest in the Governor's Speech, and, if my 
memory serve-" me ,·ightly, long before the 
list of Bil!s at the end came along we practi
cally knew what v,·as to be contained in those 
measures. But this time wo have a very 
formidable list and nothing else, although, 
upon reading the Speech again, I discover a 
very nasty little expression which may be 
loaded-I do not know-possibly because I am 
new at this business-which says, " amongst 
other proposalo" which will be brought before 
Parliament wt> are to be asked to consider 
the measures I have already indicated. It 
will be very interesting to me, at any rate, 
to discover whether any .revolutionary 
measures are sprung upon the House during 
the session under cover of those three words. 
On thinking thr, matter over, I have come to 
the conclusion that the Prem1'er-and we give 
him credit for great tact-sees the necessity 
for bringing forward a programme for this 
session which, to put it in a nice way, will 
be mild and innocuous. No doubt-and I 
give the hon. gentleman every cre.dit for it
he is remembering that next year is coming 
along, and that next year he has to approach 
the London money market, and that, if he 
approaches it with a revolutionary scheme 
such as would please hi& fo-llowers who arc 
always condemning the " rnoney bags" in 
Lombard street, the London money market 
will look at his loans vel'} differently from 
what it would if the hon: gentleman had 
placed before the country a programme which 
was mild afld had nothing revolutionary 
about it. It may be wise to consider the 
matter again. As an ordinary elector, I have 
followed the actions of the Premier for some 
considerable time, and-as a new member, I 
am sure he will not think I am endeavouring 
to flatter bim-we must agree that he has 
ve.ry conspicuous ability. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You are making him b{ush. 

Mr. KELSO: If I have done so, I shall 
always remember the fact with pleasure; but 
I hope that the hon. gentkman, if he is 
blushing, is blushing from modesty and not 
from shame. 

Mr. KIRWAO<: Remember the Greeks 
bringing gifts. 

Mr. KELSO: I told the House that in 
this particular regard I was quite serious. 
In looking at the matter again I remember 
that, when the Premier addressed the 
country at Cairns in his policy speech, he 
talked about humanitarian legislation-which, 
I think. is common to all States in the Com
monwealth. I do not think the Labour party 
has a mortg·age on humauitarian legi·lation, 
and I can refer hon. members to humani
tarian legislation in other States; it is only 
in keeping with the times. I recollect that 
at Cairns the hon. gentleman stressed 
humanitarian legislation-stressed it again 

[.Mr. J{ elso. 

and again-till one began to wonder where 
the practical part ?f it. was ; . an,q ~hen he 
finished up somethmg hke th1s 'Iht; rest 
of the platform of the Labour party 1s too 
well known to need reiteration." Apparently 
the hon. gentleman wanted to conceal the 
fact that he had something which he would 
rather not talk a bout. When the Emu 
Park conference took place I wondered why 
the hon. member was so quiet. Thoro was an 
ominous silence: When the socialisation of 
industrv came up and we \vcro anxious to 
know '~hat was going on behind those doors 
where something was being hatched, we 
admired the silence of the hon. member for 
Cl1illagoe, and we were informed .to our 
astonishment by the Press representative who 
handed out a dailv report that "everything 
\'vas n1ost harmorlious.'' I wondered if I 
might diQcover the result of that silence. 
A2 the hon. gentleman went on his tour I 
found that in the Western districts he told 
the electors, " I arn not a UJn1munist; I 
am a socialist," and I thought that the Pre
mier was getting a little political education 
\'Vhen he came to the metropolis he told them 
here. " I am a true democrat." (Opposition 
laughter.) I began to sco that the hon. 
gentleman was being educated ':t an acceler
ated rate, and I made up my mmd that, had 
the election campaign only been extended for 
another fortnight, he would by that time be 
qllite qualified to join the Umted party. 
(Renewed Opposition laughter.) \Ve are 
pleased that for one se,sion the legislation 
is not to be of a very extreme nature. 

Hori. W. H. BARNES: Possibly it will be 
like all the other legislation-it >vill be 
loaded. 

Mr. KELSO: If the Premier gets all his 
proposals through, next vcar we shall be 

able to sec wh"othcr it is loaded 
[8 p.m.] or not. The Governor in his 

Speech says, " My advis8l's recog
nise the necessity of continued economy." 
The gentleman who >note that \vas somewhat 
humorous. \Vhcn he wrote it he evidently 
had his tongue in his check, because the 
history of the finances of the party oppocite 
is cer'tainly a most am:tzing Dne, and, as has 
been pointed out this a ftcrnoon, ·this is the 
onlv State that failed to show a surplus at 
the" 30th J uno. It is claimed that this is a 
State where economy has been exercised. 
We find that in 1915 tlw uixation per head 
was £1 Ss. 2d., and in 1922 it was £4 15s. 
lOd. The expenditure IOCr head in 1915 was 
£10 12s. 9:1., and in 1922 it was £16 4s. Sd. 
If hon. members opposite can clai;n that 
tlocv are economical, I am afraid that their 
ideas of economy and ours aro very different. 
The taxpayer is beginning to fin~ out these 
burdens of taxation. The Prcmwr m 1915 
said that the taxes ultimately fell upon the 
people as a whole. I quite agree with the 
hon. gentleman. That was the frame of 
mind and his political education .at that 
particular time, because ho happened to be 
in Oppo5ition, and he was criticising the 
Government then in power. He absolutely 
told the truth, and I believe that he believed 
it at tlw ti"mo. \Vhen he was delivering his 
policy speech at Cairns, he told the people 
that the taxation was 'o nicely adjusted that 
it fell on the shoulder·s of those who were 
best able to bear it. How can he justify 
those statements? The hon. gentleman knows 
perfectly well that it is an economic truth 
that all taxes ultimately fall on the whole of 
the people, and, if you put taxes on the 
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; .. houlders of those who appear the best able 
t:J bear them, the inevitable result is that 
~hey will pass them on, and, in the passing· on 
from ono to another. it gets a little bit like 
a snowball, and, when there is the oppor
tunity, a little is added on during the process 
of the passing on, and in the end it is far 
more than it ought to bo. The hon. gentle
man must know that that affects the workers, 
and has boon affecting the workers for a long 
time. 

The Hon. F. T. BREN)!A:-l: What about the 
-cost of living? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That does not worry 
the hon. member for 'I'oowoomba. 

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for 
Toowoomba will have an opportunity later 
·on when he will be able to eniighten this 
House with his views upon the cost of living. 
\Ve want to know wh.l there has boon so 
much extravag·a11ce. ·where has the money 
gone to ? As one hon. 1nember said this 
afternoon, if the Govermnent had not wasted 
a lot of n<oney in State enterprises, but had 
put it into productive works, the possibilities 
are th>tt v. e would be better off than wo are 
a! pre.-ent. 

We have heard a lot about the State 
butcher shops. \Ve h>tve hea.rd that they 
.saved the situation, and we heard this after
noon that they have made £200,000 since 
their inception. This is an extraordinary 
_mm to make. \Vhen thev were stftrted we 
know perfect! v well that 'they were able to 
sell cheap m'"~t because thev t'ook it from the 
gra•il'l'S at a price less than they charged the 
Imperial Government, which, in effect, meant 
that they robbed the producers of an amount 
represented by the difference between the 
price they paid and the price th''Y charged 
the Imperial Government. :'\ow things have 
~hanged. \Vo find now that in the open 
market the State butcher shops cannot do as 
well as the private shops can do. It is all a 
.qu< stion of distribution. When the State 
:takes a hand in distribution in competition 
with priYate enterprise the State will go 
down every time. 

Mr. GILDAY: The ho"-. member knmrs 
nothing a bout it. 

Mr. KELSO.: I am Yen- sorrv if I know 
:nothing about it. I supvosc the hon. member 
for Ithaca is an absolute authority on the 
matter. I suppose now be will expect me to 
hold my tongue. I know that on the general 
qnestiou of Government trading it is abso
lutely impossible for a Government to run 
a business a.s s~disfactorily as private enter
prise. because with Government control thf!re 
are no responsibilities, no incentiYe behind it, 
and absolutely no control. 

I will now deal with the question of thf' 
State iron and steel works. I sa\f in tlw 
}lap&r the other day a very humorous state
ment that :VIr. Brop.hy, who was appointed 
manag('r of the State iron anJ steel works, 
vvas lea:ving Australia, a.nd that his contraet 
had not boon renewed. I think that is a 
huge joke. For the last five years that 
gentleman has been r"ceiving a salary of 
£1,500 per annum under contract with the 
Government, and the Government could not 
get rid of him. 

Hon. W. H. BAR:-!ES: ·what has the hon. 
member for Bowen to say to that? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. CoLLI:'«S: The bon. member for Bowen 
_,.·ill speak in his turn. 

Mr. KELSO: What can we say of a 
GoYOl'lll11Cllt that could not size up the situa
tiun suflicicntl v far ithectd to SC•3 that it was 
absolutel 0 itllp,ossible to start stool v.orks on a 
payable basis'! They ha Ye learnt those things 
su:ce. 

J\!lr. ELPHIXSTO:.n;: It is a Stat0 enterprise, 
and it doe·· not matter whether it pays or not. 

Mr. KELSO: Apparently State enterprises 
are started for poljtic>tl purpose,,, and are 
not iutcnded to pay. I will spare the feelings 
of hou. member:; opposite, and \viJl not refer 
t<> the State stations or the State fish shops. 

J)lr. ELPHI~STONE: Do not touch the fish
that is for the Premier. 

1\Ir. KELSO: The policy of hon. members 
opposit~ apparen!ly is-this may be one of 
the loaded things that we arc anticipating 
-that, because there h::tppens to be a big 
lo·, J on State 0nterpri·~r-~, they ar0 going to 
make thern pac able by extending their 
,,ctiYities by establishing four or fh·e more. 
Th~t reminds me of a mrcn who owned a 
re>taurant. Someone told him thilt, although 
he v;as doing a good business, on going -into 
the' flgnre' it was found that ,,-here he only 
clw rgcd one shilling for each meal lw could 
r.ot possibly produce it for less than ls. 2d., 
: nd he q;,s losing 2cl. on c:tch meaL The 
re -taura11t-kceper said, " Ye·'•, but it is the 
number that pays." (Laughter.) Appar
ently hon. members opposite have come to 
the conclucion th.:ct the best way to make 
State enterprises paJ· is to start a whole lot 
mme, and they will make up the loss some
how. 

In dealing with the que:~ion of State saw
miils. it was stated that the price charged 
for Slilte timber <:as [e,, than the price 
charged for timber supplied by private 
millers. I would remind hon. me mbcrs that. 
if tho7 know anything about the activities of 
!he \Yorkcrs' Dwelling Department, when 
contracts are offorecl there are alternative 
items wherebv the contractor \cill tender to 
c el't the hou~sr-; but. if ho erects the house 
,vlth Stnte tin1ber, the price is ahvays in 
c·cct", of the price which is charc:l'd • .. hen he 
t;,l'S timber supplied by privat' entNpri"e. 

Hon. B'. T. BRr.C\':-l.IN: V\Thy? 
l\lr. KELSO: I caunot tdl why. 
Hon. F. T. BP.Er<;N.I:\': Because it is 1. com

bine a!c,aitc.t the State. You know that. 
:\Ir. KELSO: All I know is th>tt he can

not put'c"Jm,r the timber from the State 
Pntcrprisc- rnilis on as g~~Jd tcrn1s as hE can 
from private mills. lf a man wants to build, 
he hns a cboicc of tnking State tin1ber, but 
lvo knows that in doing so he will have t<:> 
pa:; more than if he lL·Cd timber snpplied 
l.Jv private cderprieo. ·we ere hlkinrr 
t1Lout priYatc L'ntcrpT1:o;\'. and we v;erc talk~ 
ing about the State butcho;· -hops, and of 
the qucstioa of da:: labour as against con
I ract l>tl.Jour. I won! d. in this connection, 
like to point out that some )'cars ago it was 
clccidPcl to P!'CCt a public building here, and 
tlw Works Department dr·cidod to build it by 
day In hour. It was brought h the ottention of 
the l\iini,ter that the project "·ould cost less 
;[ done b,; contract, and he produced figur(·~ 
showing that in a largo nu m bcr of cases the 
\York had been done cheaper by day labour 
and the Government had saved a certain 
amount of mow,-. At last the contractors 
asked to be allowed to tender and that 
the \Vork<> Department al ·O tender, and 
the result was that the private !cnd~t· was 
more favourable than the tender of the 
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\Ym!" Department. That shows that, when 
it C'omc to " te-t, the Department could not 
stc'1J up to its figure J. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: When 
was that? . 

r;I1·. KELSO: ~Iany ye:trs ago. 
The SL RETARY FOR PcBLIC \Yon·:s: How 

many :.~cal.; ago? Givo us the nan1c of the 
iob concerned. 
" "'It. KELSO : The Secrctrtry for Public 
\\ .. (Jrks had b0tter ;;iYe notice of the qut''jtion, 
and I m ·v v.nf.wcr it. 

~/Ir. t;LED.-SOK: You 1nado an allegation, 
·11d you ~ho1dd giYe pt~rticul:u·s. 

=·:,·. KI•~LSO: There is one point I want 
1 o Rp;:-<lk about. 

1\1;.. \YH.' ox : \V e still want lOLl to pro ye 
~- JlU c'll' regarding that contract. 

:VIr. KE LSO: I will do eo in due course, 
and most conclusi ,·cly. In mv electorate there 
is a soldier settlem nt ca.lled EJ:i~<hlands 
Soldier Settlement. Some little time ago I 
y·as up there and had a conference with a 
nmnbcr of t.hc ~oldicr ~ettler·.. I was very 
disnppcintcd vo1ih the deplorable state of 
affairs Thev said thev ha·cl trie>d 
to c; t I adm,it that at, the twelfth 
hoL', the {_}ovt'rnnH~nt haYe cotnc in with a 
not c•i rclic·f in the direct10n of hu,·ing 
the sctt1erncn1-3 revalued \vith a view, 
:if th("" 11"rc ov--:r\·alnc:l, to having the1n 
,,-ritte"~ d Y'-n to the rnarket price. r\t tho 

I it i• a pit:, that these men 
for so m n eonE"idera blc time 

.-ith ;at 1 ,\re:-.-. l cnn .sav that at the IIigh-
1 ~I'd-: Set, loment I ·was ~ho1.vn one farrr1 of 
8(J rtncs occOJpiccl by a solclie;· settler. Of 
the [·l ne rcr_ 50 abuttPd against a rnonntain, 
'.nd tlw i-'U1Hlining 3() acrf'~ ayai]ablc vrere 
w·1:· poor land. I · .. tw anoth< :· case where 

given to a mqn for the pur
I--Ic tricJ to " n1akc a do" 

conhl not keep going. At 
wrote lo the Department, and 

i:hat an c\.pcrt lTtight be sC'nt up in 
tell him "hat the land was good 
\va~ n frnit cxp0rt 1.vho ''""-s :-;(lit. 

•r;t jo the sc·~:Jom•· nt. dng holes here 
the fr- nn, a11d tolcl this man, 
i J 110 rood for anything; it 

thing." .1.ftcr he lLcd dug 
<-t n he tr11ck a hard day 

sort of bncl that has been 
soldier.. I \veut along to 

soldier. and, pcinting to bvo ba;s 
ns. h • told us thC~ t !hat "·as the total 

crop o[ :In• acres of cotton. He had been 
tuld hv "·' <Xpert th .. t it ,,·as not suitable 
for h·uit. :.nd to You see ah:o, 
th._~ 1 nr:cn~ :-tlJ!{~ affairs existing at 
B<·Prdur_·n1n. It is propert: thrrt 1ho 
sc·lrliC'I_~ l1ot1ld nc1t hccn settled on that 
l'JOtl. 

0PP0"-'TTOX 1\·IE:JrBERQ : Ileal'. hear ! 
Mr. EELSO: 'I11e least that anv GoYern

l11C"Jt c 'tE giyc to a returned ~oldiCr is free
hold bnd. morP ' pocial!.c· as we arc tol-l 
nnd n_11i.;;f' thai_, Quc~cn~bn'l hns :>~ rich land 
a. anv othnr· Stab in traiia. At the 
begiP1iin3· of rho \Yar I tho Rig·ht Hon. 
Andr w Ji'-i~her. the thPn LnboLH' Prime 
JVIin:._ier of Au~tralin. f.J.~ .. ~· in =..\Iarket Square 
that nothing "'· 1" tno gOod for tho c;o1Uierd. 
Tf th( ~f' !lll'n foag·ht for P'=:, the lca'-i l'hing 
1-Y~ c~1n do fn1· t1lt'nl is !.t ~r!vc a freC'ho1d to 
cvf'r" o -:c of thrn1 Y,-ho is desirous of 
ecttlir~ <>n the land. 

A GoYER~:.\fE~\1' ::\JE:',fBER: There is nothing 
to ,top ];:rgr· lnnclovdlers cl0ing that 110\Y, 
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::\J[r KELSO : With leasehold. if hP wants 
to get an oYerdraft, or financial accommo
dation of :tny kind, he cannot get it. I do 
not think tlnt the Goyernment would 
advance .a<:: much against a leasel1old as 
a ga:inst a freehold. If we are going to 
rC~dcenl our pron1ises even at this ]ate hour, 
and even although the money may baye to 
come out of the consolidated rc,·enue, and 
the "·hole of tho costs be charged aB a debt 
on t}Jc people of this State. we •-honld put 
the soldiPrs ill the posses,ion of freehold 
farms. ". e oug·ht to bo proud of what the 
soldiers have done, and nothin.g ought to 
Le too good to g·ive to them. The state of 
affain at Hio·hlands i6 di>grarcful. and the 
soldier the,:e l1as to hang on in the face of 
advcr;)1iy, even thoug-h he n1ay not 1-Yant to 
remain. because he has been told that th" 
Goycrnment \Yonld not let them gD. A 
;.;;oldier thPrc who 1-Ynntcd to 1C'UYe the ~ctt]e
;nent and "'0 in for freehold was told that if 
he did ::,O ~he Goycrnrncnt ·wotrlcl fo1lo\Y him 
there. 

Mr. HARTLEY. It is not true. 
Mr. KELSO : It is. 
C\1r. HARTLEY: It is not. 
Mr. KELSO: It is no good interjecting

that it is not true. I am quite prepared to 
accept the statement of a man . who ;vas 
there and who went thrmwh th1s tcrnble 
expe;icuce. Son1e of t.h~se ~Highlands 
settlers haYc to go out and work for other 
men because of 'their inal1ilit" to <L vrlop 
land which is absolutelv nnfit for any settlE'
ment whatever. \Yhat' I '"ant to get at is 
this: \Vh" is it that these men haw been 
put, on land which was not suitable" ~Ve 
arP supposed to ha Ye experts to . exmn1n.e 
and 'lclvise in rega r.d to land. I ,nll ad1mt 
!hat. so hr a• ... the Gm·ernmcnt are con
CPJ'ned thcv have to relv on their expert<' 
nclyice: an~d nossibly vou cannot lay any 
blame on the ·Government: bnt it is a great 
pitv. If the exports sent to look an·d report 
upon the lands were not experts. a ne! these 
soldiers wore misled accordingly and have 
broken thPir hearts on this land. the Go
YCl" mcnt sronlcJ have etcppcc] in ]or:g ago 
and done j:1stice to these .soldiers: The best 
solntio11 of the problem " to w1pe ont the 

alior.rc:thc1· and fonn another 
on lnnd fit to p;row somf't.hing. 

is !h0 on lv re'lled,·. and a further 
remNh~ T sug-gest is to give thPm th0 frcP-
hold if theY pro,·e their bona fldee b,· five 
"~:e. rs' r0~idenc.::. 

:\11-. Ponocr<: Anl at the end of five· 
vcnrs not ten in 1.000 \Youlcl haYc the freo
hn1r1. 

::\fr. TCBLSO: ThPrc is one nt1H'l' m8t.ter 
I woulcl l-ike io touch upon o•Hl that is the 
'lbs('nr·c of any n1rnt-ion nf iJ11n1irr1 rJtion in 
the GoYcrnor'; Speech. The land ha> to be 
settled, and presuma bl,- our- o·.yn people here 
ore ~oinl' to settle on the l~nd. but .I ho]d 
that one man on the lnnd >nil keep e1gh~ m 
the town. Doe.' it not then seem a scns1ble 
thing io bring peopk out from the n1cl land 
to settle on the lanrl • Xo c1 il>orate pre
paration iE< nrorkd. \Ve haYP thP v<'ry best 
d thr mnnhoocl and womanhootl of. Great 
Rr;tnin vrbo arc nrcparort to romo 1n here 
in i·hon ,mcls. and it would not be long hefore 
theY >Yrrr absorbed in the communal life of 
this Rhtr if thev did so. I think "·e ore 
h8ng1ng- hrrk toO much to n1ake farms for 
farnwn. 'Vc can have the farnwrs. but we 
can haYP eo many fnrnwrs that there are 
not suffir·icnt pcojJlc to cat thL•ir produce. 
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'Would it not be better to have co-m·dina-
1ion, and to make provision for the indus
tries at present here, and manufacture our 
raw products instead of sending thorn ,down 
to the Southern State;? We have been 
faced with an unemployment problem for 
rome tirne. If we had mills here to absorb 
men out of work, there would be prosperity 
all round. I have to thank ban. members 
at my flr>t appearance for the very attentive 
l1earing they~ haYe given n1e, not\vithstand~ 
ing a few intPrjcctions. 

0PPOSITJO}; MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
~Ir. I3CLCOCK (BrrrcrJo): At the present 

iinw "·c arc en1barking on a ney, era. so far 
.as 1his State is conrerned. In \Vhatcvcr 
direction \H' n1aT,T look, and frmn \Yhah~\'PL' 
vic·wpoint ·we seck to inY(':-:tigate thi.s 
que:.-;tion, we rnust convinccJ thr-tt the State 
of Queensland is trembling 011 the verge of 
big thin~s. \\'hC'thcr thr"~~ thing~, as we con
fidr•ntl,- anticipate, 1vill be for the bonc;fit of 
the Sta1- or not i~ a question that cannot be) 
answc)rC'd ~;:;_vr• h, taking into c·onsiderution 
the y('ars tin.t arc '.-et to con1c. If the po1iry 
1hat wa' cnunei;;t,,d b,· His J"{'_lll'U-

~C'nla1iY<' in thi:3 llon~ .. 'C last ·.vP··k gncn 
f·il'C'C"t to and tlY• logiL ~tl cquencp of eYL'nt:-:; 
follo\Y.;. t1H'Tl c can eonfl(L•ntl-,- look for
\,'Ul'd to an l'l'a of prc.~ 1 r•rit,\" UJl~J>r"ccdcnt:·d 
in thi~ ~U1te uf Qu cusl nd. T!r qu ;;.,ion 

\\hen 1vc ~f'C pi'01tntutc~·<l ; itic•s. 
ednc >tiollaJlv. COitllrll'rl"i,Jllv. <UH~ 

IYh:tt {s thl' fonncla1io'u 
ba~('d ., {1. i~ ch•cn that 

1s. in the 1nai11, go\-crnln<'ntn] 
activi1ic~ that hcr·t· prC' .. 'd dul'ing th:• 
pcYiod th·-' Labou1· party ha. l:. '('11 ln lJcn.·Pr. 

ThE: re has Lu(•n no grc 1tf'l' nf iindu~-
tricd and a.::;ricultural than during 
the· eight y_, ns a Lab:nu GovernJncnt hw 
occnpiL•ll the Tn'asur~: OnP n1Ptnbl'r 
of 1 hP Oppo~itiou t1J):-; nftcrnoon 
that there vas a grave d< -Tf'a~c in th~~ agri
·ultural arcar.: u11der occulHJ_tlon nt 1h0 pr0sen1 
rime. If that hon. gt>Hti<'nt~!ll llad consul1cd 
authoritatiye figures in thi:3 cc IllC'L1ion hr~ 
,,·otdd hcn·e fonnd i11a! clurii!g' th'~' ti:nc the• 
Lahonr party h::n-c be011 in polY r the va1HL' 
of t!w agricnlturrrl product- of Ql'ecH,]and 
has increa~(·cl threefold. Does not. that 
indicate iluu Hwre n1ust havr' 1wc'n SOllH~ 
~_vmpath:v, some undcr--ta.ndiug. for th.f' n1an 
on the land, hll;lll.-.ting frorn th0 GovPrnn1Ctlt 
that i~- for the time bPing c_chnlni~tcring the 
dcstillie:-' a11d rhc indu.~tl·ie~ of this State? 
Our :1011. f1·iend ,~-ho has ju:::.t cenc1uc1ed his 
,- 1lc ch--

::VIr. ELPHl::\STO::\E: He made· a ve1·y goocl 
S~!('PCh. 

Mr. BULCOCK: I will admit that he 
nwdc a good pceeh 1n n1an:: vLt: R and frorn 
l1is 110ln of vi'~'''-that j~-, from the poif!t of 
y](".';- of ihn Onpo~itinu-hc 1:~ bjttcn wjth the 
\ iTn~ of th0 Orq1c:-:ition. He rnn.de a '"lleec:h 
that w1~ a rr0dit-I was a1mos~ going to 
[\. bcttl'l' speech than manv on tho1· side 
1hr :House are r-ap~bh~ of nwking. Nevcrthc
Jps.s, it \Vi.cS raihcr an anon1alv. \Vh0!1 spcak
mg on t.hc <:]nr<tion of soldier sdtlemcnts, 
ronndlv to <·ondrmn manv of the arras that 
have been settled b·. our "returned men. He 
Eliggc~-;h:-tL both straig-ht out H'1.d infE'rPntin1lv. 
thnt the~' \~rprc worthlcse. Then, a.s n rr,ain 
solution of the problems that he was placing 
bdore tl1is I-Inuse. he SllO:f'Cstef! that. if the 
solcliN ''CnJain0d on 1hl' hnd for five years, 
he should be eiven a freehoH title to that 
lr.nd. • 

OPPOSITION l'dEll!RERS: No. 

Mr. I3ULCOCK: " Hansard " will prove 
tl:at that was what he did sav. I v,·ould 
F:1ggc:~t that those rcmediPs arC not going 
io carry us very far. The remedy, con
trasted with the r2medy that is being offered 
l1v the Go.-ernmont, enhances the value of 
the Govcrnrncnt'i:i offer YCl',\ considerably, 
so far as the solution of this problem is 
ccmcNned. \Yhile on th1s question of soldier 
spttlelnentJ \VI! have to remember that we 
arc crnbarking on an era of big settlement, 
of a big veniure~a venture that the agri
cnlturrrl fuluru of this Stnto is inseparably 
bound up with-and, if wr, fail in this direc
tion, we can be quite corn·inceJ that our 
agricultural dl"\ elopmcnt is going to suffer 
a sc·>l'l'<' set b-trk for so.-cral decrdP'o at 
lcct,,t. Therefore. \·e han' to be nbundanlly 
de·u on IYha! we an. r.~oing· to do. The 
hun. HlL'ntlwr for Nundah f:o:UggcAcd that 

akcs v:cre ma{h~ l n connection -.-,ri th 
~ctt!,'rnPnt. It is the fil';-.t cxvcricncc 

of itc kind 1h't v·o have had. Then' is no 
but what the S(~tt iin~ of largo 

of 1ncn c>n nggr,_:_·rat1.on.; cf land 
t t)Houglvmi" the whol·~ o£ _the S~ate 

P~PL'cially in n. l:jg· Stah.' 1ik~1 
a yu·y t1ifllcult tFoposiiion, 

ili'J one ihat is bvnnd to ho-~Y a pl'rrz 
u: faiLET" Then there 13 the 

nt tlJat YOU cannot 
of tl- J nHUi 
icall:-

c·_ "'PS b.v pi, Yf 

mst:tttces th ti, 

l \:peri
fl rc~·un·enrc of the cir-
io 1 he :n. t we Rh all 

1 he hncl policy 
on. L·1nd ~ct-tlcrnc~nt 
nw~t yjral CFIC t1on 

l\lnnv 
t }'at li'/~..._, 

hall' i m i J.c~n 
The1·e a re n~1cn 

of Ht·~l· ', <lS on LJC other 
not r1, 'i1·c t.o 2ec cithee onf' thP 

hnndn1;::jdl.•n cf the other: bnt we believe 
>Yi th the denJoptuent of an agricul
poh·~L· -a soun~ ]lOli(~y-the industrial 

of the Si a to will be YCl'': considerablv 
.anL1 the benefits acC'rning through 

fl£'Ticulh,ra1 pro~pPrit~· ~.-_,ill rncan benefits 
1 hrou(4'h indu:'itrial wh1c1J. of 

La_:; a. Y\'rv on the finn.n-
po3ition d the 

rf'ho }:on. lllC'TI1bcr fo1· N'"undrtt infcrrc.-J 
we wcrt not. ('mbnrk1ng- on yjr'"o1'0US 

1 of immi~-rat!on. Tl1nt tnay to, but 
\Ybil:~ ~'- e arc uot sr)cndlng- hug-e sums of 
m'!D•':V on bringing irnrni ·ra11t.<;' t0 Queer .}n,nd, 
a lH'rn;;:al of the CPDsns return. :::how,: that the 
popuLttion of cnr Stat:' is jncr~ as~ng and 
cvntinur · to inr:·cL~se v,,··y con~:idcro.bly and 
"~.-nrv satisfactoray. proYing COllclui'ivcly that, 
while we do not have to spend lorge sums of 
monPy to attract imn1jgra11ts. they 11aturally 
gra .-itate 1 o L: hour-governed Queensland, in 
comoquence of the fact that they can get 
social and induclrial ad.-antages greater than 
those in anv other State in the Common-
>Yealth. " 

vVc know that. whcnCYCr a Government 
has embarked on a vig·orous policy of Iancl 
sctt.]ement. and 1hcre has been e.-erv pros
pect that that po1jcy is goi11g to be a Succe:-"':-1. 
and we begin to boom our prospects, and 

Mr. Bitlcock.] 
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people from the other States are attracted, 
thell thP harpy steps in. I have 

[3.30 p.m.j no hosi,ation and offer no apology 
for saying that I can readily 

conceive that v. ithin the next vear or two 
eyery futile acre of ground, 8\:ery sour or 
waste ',tcrilc piece of gwuud on the coastal 
belt that is in the hands oi exploiters and 
alienated frcnn tho Cro\Yn, and pcrhap:s 
has been lyiug idle for years and yearo, 
will be termed frrst-dacs cotton country, 
~nd you will find that the exploiter-the 
man \Yhooc business it is to sell land and 
not to indu~ o settler:; to go on the land, 
10 unload land with profit to himself-will 
be making all sorts of n1io:,repre3cntations 
and placing all sorts of half-truths before 
tho people whn are pro'lpective settlers. Let 
us look at the type of people whom ·we 
hope to settle on the land in consequence 
of our vigorous settL·ment policy. I take 
it that the man who is tired of working 
for wage•., an.J who secs an opportunity of 
getting off the wag<'' market, will he a 
valuable settler, and will be the individual 
who will be readily forthcoming to soled 
some of the small arPas that are to be 
thrown open. The other type of settler that 
wo may reasonably expect to be attracted 
to Queensland is the son reared on the farm 
in the closely settled fertile districts of the 
Commonwealth, but whose parents' financial 
circumstancc-c do not permit of him purchas
ing ·land in the immediate vicinity of his 
home place. lie will gravitate to Queens
land and take up froehold in our State if it 
is at all poHible. There is a tendency, I 
kno\v-and the tendency is n1orc pronounced 
m those Stat' where thcv hctvc not had 
cxp<.:rjencc of the leasehold·~ system.!_to sneer 
at the exi.,tenco of that syJtem in Queens
land, and therefore the ha:qJy ·who is going 
to throw open freehold land will find a 
ready opport·1nity a1nongst those people 
"ho will co:n0 from tho Southern States 
enamonrcd of the frcoho 1 ,':l tenure in opposi
tion to tiP leasehold tenure of land settle
r:tcnt. EYcn in the y·icinit•.~ of Brisbane ~:.:e 
c'm Sc'C the d;,,vn of tlns charlatanrv in 
operatiDn ah·cad:. I ha Ye in my mind an 
arc' of land that I knov. fairly well, and it 
was n1ix~d tF) ~xith f;Omc very cornnrehcn~ 
1vc l ;,nd ~c<:~·r:flrds tnany yc'al:S ago~ This 

land i-> f.:'nated not a very great dis
tc~nce frorn Brisbane, and is, in the main; 
·within m? own pcr::mnal knowledge, second 
and third-rate a~:d wa,te land. In the main 
it con,i<;:1s of scrub and sour countrv. At 
the prcsr nt time it is being subdividt~d and 
designed with the idct of throwing it o)Wl1 
for cot:on blcrb, and I venture to sav that, 
in::-;tf 1d of ,':!.T(nYing two ba~:rr, per farn1er, as 
the hon. lllC~!uber for Nunduh sugge~tccl a 
little y,·hiln , go, th" ,,.hole 16.000 acres of 
It would n0t fP'O\V two bags of sati~factm_·y 
~.Itton. Thi ];; d~-·~ ign0d, and it i, 
~re ing- to 1:;': c:LllC'd D,nt.iful cotton coun-

\Y 0 o,, f! n dut:; to our pro~pcctive 
We } .ne to rcaliso that the difl'er

c~.cc 1Y twc'cn the St1te offering an inducP
mcnt to the selN·tor and the vendor of 
lund ofrerir:g- an inducerncnt to the P.clector 
is this-the State desires to ymt a man on 
t'lC land for the Leneiit of the individual 
; nd for the lwnefrt of the State; but the 
land jobber--the landmonger or vendor
only desires to put a settler on the land for 
the personal advttntago of the vendor. 

A GoYER:DIE~T ::\1DIBER: And settle him. 

f.l!-r. Bulcoclc. 

. J\1r. BULCOCK: Yes, and settle the 
settler. vV e have had experience of that in 
tho past. Look at the Kendonup Settlement 
111 \~TcFtern Australia. That wa,~ a glaring 
in;3t~1 nrtJ of specious propaganda. inducing 
individuals to settle on land onlv to court 
failure. I rcalise that failure ,.,:ill not be 
an im[JoHibility under our s:Htem of I and 
tPnure, but I realise too that, if these 
harpies "\YhD an~ bPginning to ope!·ate in our 
midst are to be allowed to continue, then 
,uccess will be problematical arnong·st the 
people who settle on their land ; conse
quently we have to review this question 
from rivcry point of view. We have to guard 
ag 1inst this, and to sec that the individual 
'dlO comes to Queensland has a fair chance 
of success. \Ve do not want to jeopardise 
the small capital that he will have, 1wr do 
>Ye yvant failures, because in proportion to 
our success will depend the fmal succeo'< of 
our bi"' cotton ventures and other ventures 
that in~·olve the State in the e"penditurc of 
millions of monev. I would suggest. there
fore that when, land is thrown open by 
pri,'atc ,,enclors who desire to boom thf'il" 
land and call it best cotton land or first-class 
cott~n land. or land capable of growing fruit 
and all that sort of thing, the Lands Dcpart
mr'nt which has a sunev of all the lands in 
Quee~sland. he asked t,; supply the papers 
with details of the land that JS bemg thrown 
open. or else, as an alternative, require 
people whr: desire to throw the land open 
to publieh a departmental repo;'t. ~m the 
quality of the land, on the. P.o:''_JbJ!JtJes of 
the land, and on the J10SsJbrlltws of the 
climate. If people take up worthless land 
under those circumstances, they will only 
have themselYes to blame; but the plausible 
land seller-these "Go-getter-s." as they are 
ca!lc.i-theso ]1oople whose function it is to 
sell land irrespective of anything else, can 
often induce the weak-minded individual to 
take up land that is absolutely worthless. 
\Vc have sc.cn cases of that in the past, and 
\\'e ehall have to guard against a repetition 
of them in the future. 

·when the ex-leader of the Opposition >vas 
at1c1rcssing th~s ChnJr•ber he rnadt> f:OJne 
reference to the Federal loan. ',Ylwn th<' 
hon. gcntlf'rrHtn l'P')igned hiR po~'3it-ion as 
lC'aLl0r 0f the Countr-y part:;T, sonic {_)f us 
thou<;ht that ]Wrhaps he might have resrgned 
fll' shed t.ho mantle of J\!Jalif\lll'r of tlw State 
or Distorter of Truth in Chief. or whatever 
po;:;ition 1Je oc·~npied Ly .v!rtuc of. hi~ po3ition 
as lcaclm- of the Oppos1t10n dunng the lrrst 
sC'ssion of Parliar11er.t. The hon. gentleman 
tnade f'orne rcfprcncc to Ff~dcral loans and 
i 11c Fr,dnal loan that is at proccnt before 
lh<' public. and he suggested that this Go
Y('l'luncnt bn d llot trNl tcJ thr~ Comrnon\~·r<tlth 
Uov0rnnwnt V<'rv wdl b,, virtue, of thP fact 
that -v;c Jold bo~d::-: oYer~ the counter return
j 1,6' a grcrd rT intC'rest than -.."·as offered under 
the loan thr.t was floated by the Common· 
,,T;r•aHh rtbcnt that tl~rw. That i-,. not true. 
'Tl10 0nC'('n'-'l[l_nd issue did not jn any "ivay 
prejudice tl:c Fed~ral issnr, nor did it 
euhancc thP intprc~t or;_ tbe Federal loan 
that is on the m>trket at ihe present time. 
The Federal issue wh'ch i, on the market 
nt the p:·escnt time carric, a discount of 
£2 per cc"t., and, therefore, returns over its 
full period an interest of £5 9s. 3d. pe1· 
cent. The 6 per cent. 1930 loan returns 
practicallv the same interest to the investor. 
The 5 rcr cent. 1927 loan returns just a 
s~!itde lm, er interest, while the 4~ per cent. 
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1927 loan returns ~ per cent. better interest 
than is being- returned by the present loan. 
Therefore the argument of the ex-leader of 
tbe Oppo.;i1 ion is not sust":ined b:y the facts 
of the case. \Ye mrg-ht, wrth JUShce, at thrs 
juncture L:Aarnino a little moro closely some 
of the details of this loan. Might I take the 
Oflportunit;~T of expressing rny pe1~sonal s:;ttis
faction :~.t the fact that the l'remiers arnved 
at a verv laudable understanding when they 
decid0d othat Commonwealth loans should no 
longer be free of State income tax .. A very 
,-icions ,principle was in!roduccd_ Into our 
fjnanres \'hen it \vas deCided to Issue loans 
free of St;;te and Federal income tax, be
cause in the final analYsis, industry has to 
bear 'its nroportion of the redemption of 
that loan· and has to pay the interest on 
that loan. It was suggested by the ex-lea_der 
of the Opposition that we were responsiJ:lle 
for the high rate of interest that was bemg 
offered. It is obviou·· to me that the loan 
that is being placed on the market at the 
present time bears a certain rate of interest 
because th<~ t investment has to compete with 
\'arious other investments that are being 
offered, Queen~land has lo contribute her 
quota towards this loan; £5 9s, 3:J. IS th_e 
value which would be returned by rt. As It 
is a competitive loan, and industry would draw 
the investment if it offered a better induce
rncnt, it is safe to assume that the ..-alue• of 
this loan is based on the earning capacity of 
money at the prc,enl time. Interest, under 
present circumstances, sho\V"' a tcndcnr:~ to 
rise. These loans, as they arc tn,x free, have 
to come out of industry-out of the pockets 
of the people generally. As there is a ten
Jcnrv for inten,st to increase on these loans, 
it is,. ob,·ious that the load which industry 
has to h(~ar is greater. It is therefore 
obvious that tho purchasing power of the 
money that passes ihrough their hands is 
going to be less, and, if that is so, how does 
it come about that the super-patriots, who 
ha\'c alY\'a,''S been inferring that they are 
prepared to do their part towardc social 
l'('('onstrnction, are demandinS{ a higher rate 
of interest for that which thev are able to 
gi,'e, or lo:m. or sell, and arc a~king that the 
\·.·orker t:hould receive a lO\\Cr rcn1unoration 
for that "hi eh he has to give or sell-in 
1l1c main hj" labour? The investing public 
are' dcm.~tllding all q1ey can get. 

1\Tr. KmwAc-;: Thes went on strike for a 
higher r tn of interest during tho ·war. 

~1r, RCLCOCK: Yes, but the philocoph:c 
that domirwtes them is apparently the fact 
that the individual who dnmunds and succeed, 
in getting a. higher ru te of intPrc·~,t .on the 
woncy he i11vcsts i~ pur<2uing; a plain, honc'st, 
Lu-;incss proposition. and i:s a keen business 
man for doing so; but the 'vorkc'r who does 
exactly tho same thin; b.v a:-:king for n1orc 
wagec; is coHdemncd .a__- nll individual \Yho is 
trying to retard the period of reconstruction. 

A lot has been said about tho remmptions 
which it is propo"ed to make in the \\ cstern 
areas. I welcome the policy of the GoYern
ment in this regard. I hope that proceedings 
a-long these lines will be expedited, because 
at the present time and for several yr~ars to 
come it is quite apparent that the value of 
wool is going to be nuinC>ined at the present, 
or perhaps a higlwr standard. As the hon. 
member for I\1utii!a pointc•d out in his epecd1 
-and it was one of tlw few wise things he 
told us-we practically have a monopoly of 
the super-wools of the world. The 64's we 
are able to produce aro a monopoly of Aus-

tralia, and, as that is so, it is obvious we are 
going to retain the high prices that wool rs 
bringing at the present time, If these 
rcsumptions are expedited, it is obYious that 
the fortunate selectors who arc able to get 
them will, b:v virtue of the high prices obtain
ing for wo'ol, be able to discharge their 
liabilities in the first years of their holdings, 
and will not require preferential treatment 
ac the hands of the Government which may be 
in· powel- when the next disastrous drought 
strikes tf;is State. If a station like VindP¥ 
was worth £160,000-and if reports are true 
that is the price which Mr. Mick Ryan 
received for Vindex when he sold it two or 
three days ago-it is obvious that the State 
must compensate the owners of the big hold
ings, and endeavour to settle small men on 
the land for the protection of the West. As 
timo goos on we aro going to encounter 
greater poets. The dingo would not be the 
menace it is to-day in the \Vestern areas If 
we had closer settlement, because with closer 
settlement these pests, if they are not elimin
ntod, arc fully controlled. The promotion of 
settlement stimulates trade and commerce in 
the areas surrounding it. \V e require 
West ern settlement; we want the native 
ropulation of the \V est to remain there, and 
not to write to the respective members for 
\Vesterh constituencies asking them what th<> 
labour market is like in Brisbane, as they 
are thinking of coming down. We would 
much prefer to build up a self-reliant com
munity in the \Vestern areas, who would 
foh-c tlwir own problems by reason of thE"' 
fact that land was available for them. It is 
all very well to blame individuals for gravi
tnting to the big centres of population; it is 
not the individuals' fault. becaw'e Govern· 
ments of by-gone days gave away big areas of 
lund in .the form of freehold and leaseholds, 
and the owners of these lands ha vo squeezed 
ali but the few employees they require out 
of the \V estern areas an2 forced them to the 
bigger centr0s of population. Srnall aroa.s 
will stimulate population, and there will be a 
growth in the towns. In the areas whm·e 
:-.Plection has been gQ.ing on for son1o years 
ther0: is an apparent gnnvth in the ncigh
bounng towns, and we shall find a repetition 
o£ that as selection progrPsscs. By doing that 
"'" shall also increase the national wealth. 
o-· nd tD a ce!'tain extent appeaRe tho very great 
la.nd hunger in our midst at present. There 
is every prospect of success so far as thi.s 
project is concerned. Katurally, we find the 
"' Courier" and the org,ans of the squatters 
opposed to the project; but those people who 
know the capa~ity of the land and the 
\Vestern people's desire for land settlement 
understand quite well that the scheme will 
not only be a success, but will he great!:, 
,vdcomed by the pc:opl,, there who will 
largely benefit-that is, tlw whole of the 
people in the \Vestern and Nort:J-Y estcrn, 
2reas of our State 

Mr. ::VI ORGAN: Give them a living area. 

Mr. BLTLC:OCK: Ccrtainlv. I am not in 
favour of limiting it to 5,000 acres; I think 
a mistake' ,-as made in that direction. There 
is one phase of this question that may well 
be ventilated. Western people feel that it is 
hardly fair tha.t those who have made their 
homes in the \V L'St, and in many instances 
have married and reared their children there 
and striven to give them an education-and 
they have thereby remained valnable units 
in our Western and Central civilisation
should see the land they have made avaih1blec 

JJir. Bulcock.] 
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pass into the hands of people who have never 
done anything for the well-being of the 
State, even in the coasht! areas or in the 
more sparsely populated \Vestern and North
\.'I.'P"tern :areas. 

rvir. FRY: Those people would get the first 
preference. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Som0 system of priority 
should be eYolved whereby people in Queens
land should have the right of preferential 
treatment at the land selection ballots. We 
also feel that those indiYiduals who haye 
done nothing for the State, and who desire to 
come from Victoria Ol' J'\cw South \Vales to 
Queensland and grasp ail the plums resulting 
from the labours of the people who haYo 
deyolopcd the \Yestcrn country-because after 
all they have given the land the value which 
it has-are interlopers, vd10 perhaps should 
not be countenanced. 

Mr. MortGA:-1: Do you think that people 
frorn Victoria grasp a1l the phuns in illi~ 
State? 

Mr. BULCOCK: The probabilities ar0 in 
that direc:tion. Althouv·h both mvsclf and 
the hon. membe1· for .:1l~uill<t arc Vic,orians, 
'\VC did uot regard \:'" i.:·toria as bcin[{ a very 
hrtppy or pr(J:-:petou::> State, nnd we 9arnc to 
Quce~.sland, wl~erc tht'TC ar2 o rnauy lllOrc 
opportunitif's, and <Juuensland has been kind 
to the hen. member, "' it h. been kil:rl to 
rnc. There is a f: ! l~ctinn in effect at 
the pro::-cnt 1 inu• ,,,hich i~ to spht 
up tho lat.;-c~· holding,;;, and a nurnU::.'l' 
of people on tlw an•as vvhich arc available. 
But I Iilld that areas which o11lv a few 
ngo \YOre split up for C'lo~Pr (''ttlcn1ent 
C)-dav re\'Crtod into the hand~ of one indi
,·idual. LH ::.ne t?;ive a case: in point. ln 
1914 the State r<'·,umed et large portion of a 
big \V G~tcrn stat.ion known a:" lJon1c C (·cck. 
FOr a period of five years th~~ ·. arious selec
tions whi-.:h wr-rc thro\vn open ·were providing• 
buttlcn1cnt for various Iarnilic.s in accordanrc 
with the numbers thrown cpcn, but now I 
am inforn1cd thai no fc.vcr than three blocks, 
aggregating approximately 60,0JO acres, have 
reYerted to one individual. I am sure that 
that is not in the best interests of the \Vest, 
and I am also sure that it 'vas not intended 
by those who framed the closer settlement 
sections of om· Land Acts. I trust and 
confid<mtly hope that some method will be 
sought and found whereby individuals will 
be prevented from sel1ing out at the expira
tion of their term of five vcars, or whateve1 
it ma~· be, to other individuals who alreadv 
control big scopes of country, and that what 
was intended-the adequate settling of our 
\Vostcrn areas-will be procef•dcd with. 
Otherwise we arc c'nl v going to perpctua te 
a Yicious ;;irclc, v.-herchy we arc going to the 
expense and trouble of subdividing large 
holdings aad putting on them selectors who 
will sol! out their intcrO'·'ts as soon as they 
can, and in ccurso of time, when the leases 
cxpirc of the individual who has aggrc
gotcd thL·m into his own hands-putting on 
another lot of selectors who will perhaps do 
the same thing and therefore perpetuate a 
system which iF, to say the least of it, very, 
very undesirable. 

The leader of the Oj1position, after having 
made his obeisance to his political bo''ses in 
Long-reach just before the last elect ion-that 
is to say, afte•· he had attended the Graziers' 
Conference, which apparently summoned him 
to Longr0ach to get his instructions as leader 
of the United party--proceeded to Mutta-
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burra, whore he expressed disappointment 
that he wa~ not required to sleep between 
corrugated iron sheets. He was not able to 
do the hon. member for Jl;fitc-hell any harm, 
because, after all, rhe hon. member for 
Mitchcll, and every other exponent of the 
Labour party's principles and platform, has 
au a~sured positjon '"o far as the \Y e~t is 
concerned. and so his trip was futile except 
in one rcspC'Ct. 

J\!Ir. FRY: You can.~)t get 
talk their pohcy in the city. 
thing clso there 

your party to 
You get some-

::\1r. BCLCOCK: Does the hon. member 
suggest Fry's or Cadbury's? (Laughter.) I 
am g·lad that the lcackr of the Opposition 
seized the cr<portunity io go out \Vest-! 
P.upposc hi:-; party sent hin1 out there because 
he 'nmld do the least possible harm there
but, having bcf!n sent there, he certainly did 
g· in ono valuablu obj ect-lessan. He was made 
ln realise the conditions under which the 
\Ye·.torn pcopl<' arc liYillg, awl, from the way 
he spoke in this House, I gather that it was 
the first opportunity fle had had of seeing 
1 hem at flr·t hand. l.infortunately, in the 
\\'c,st we evoh·cd-and h is all a quostian of 
evolution-from the hut of pit-sawn timber 
to the corrngatecl-jron :--trudurC'; but to-day 
in our \V c;;f ·rn to\\11:1 i- grcnYing up a better 
type of eh, •·lling. People arc beginning to 
believe that the \Vc.tcrn countrv is worth 
living in if you ha~.~c dc'ccnt u residential 
condition ; and why the people of the IN est 
cupport the Labour party to the extent they 
do le b.,ccmsc thPv ha,·e at all time' attempted 
to gi\"C tlF'lH thOse decent li-Ying conditions. 
\\. e cxp' c t a virile race of youngsters to be 
reared in the \Vest. Gnfortunately, we 
.-hcn\.Tt r en .thr 111 Yery brcat handic.1ps, and, 
sp(~Hking of the handicaps of the children in 
the \\'est, let m" tell halL members that only 
last \YCC~t I rccQiyccl a conununication from 
a ~c-hnol 9u n-._j[ ~3 frOJn the nearest doctor 
asi~lng rnc :o set: the S0crctary for Public 
In~trucn'on and g-et "'o1ne stnif s~?nt out, as 
57 per cent. of tl1o children 'vere away with 
blight. The chilclnm of the cities do not 
know what that is, nor do their parents 
under·.tancl it~ trials. And yet these people 
are allowed by the indiYiduals re'·,iding in the 
tovrns to rc1naln in what one is tcn1pb:-d to 
tnnu a baclnvad1 of ciYilisation This Govern
Incnt, ho\Yever, J'{_ :tliscJ that it vvas a shame 
that hon. members opposih', when they occu
pied the Treasury ben. he·, acquiesced in that 
condition of things anJ allowed it to be 
perpetuated. Thai is the P' int I want t.o 
make-that it. vYaS with tlw advent of this 
Govcrnmu1t that decent residential structures 
began to U]lpcar in the towns of the \Vest, 
and that decent rc,idcnces rather than pig
ctic, vn•re ayailablo for the station hands. It 
is to the credit of this GoYernment that they 
]Ja',sed thr \Yorkcr,' Accommodation Act. 
Hon. members opposite claim that the fir.,t 
such \et was passed by an anti-Labour 
Government. It was :Ylr. Hamilton, the late 
1nembcr for Gr0o·ory afterwards a mcn1bcr 
of the l.:pnN H~usc.' who f1rst introduced a 
\Vorkcrs' -Accommodation Bill on private 
member"' day and got it through with modi
fications, and it remained for this Govern
ment to amend It and giYe ihc people who 
arc developing· the \Vcstcrn areas of our S~ate 
decent residential conditions. In .1ddttwn, 
the \Yorkers' Homo, Act and the \Vorkers' 
Dwellings Act were passed by them--

Hon. W. H. BAR"ES: ]';ot the \Vorkers' 
Dwellings Act. 
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Mr. DULOOC'K: vVe gave thon the 
"\Vorkers' Homes Act and the \Vorkers' 
Dwelli1ws Act in an acceptable form, and the 
people ~f the \Ycst can and arc availing 
ilH~rnselvos of those measurcs~n1easures \Vhich 
Labour can hoHestly claim as children of its 
brain. 

There are jwst Dnc or two other questions 
with which I want to deal. One is the fact 
that Ciuring the last Parliament hon. mem
twrs opposite continually mformed the 
country from their places in the House and 
1rum the hustings that t.l1is Government was 
a repudiation Government. vVhen they were 
asked v-by, it was alleged that we had repudi
:,t<'d a contractual cbligation between the 
Govermment and the squ:. ttor-ihat was to be 
one of the big features of the iast campaign, 
and wao;; advanced as ono of the reasons ·why 
Labour shollld be driven from office. My 
electorat<-' is an elector.lto affected bv the 
Act in quc-tion, and, if my electDratc 'could 
have been n1ade a tc"ting grDnnd for it"~ 
Yalidity, it would have been overwhelmingly 
upheld. \Yhilo hon. members opposit0 "·ere 
howling rqmdiation in Brisbane. the,- could 
nol find anybody to OJ1pOSc' me for the Darcoo. 
\Yhv' Because the people there realised the 
ju-:ticc-and the nccc'3sity. I may say-for tho 
placing of that Act on the stat.ute-boDk. 

There is just one other qn0stion I must 
"fiH·ntion. The Korth Coast Railwa:v is ncar
ir~ ~{ corr1plct~on. ./5~- start· has been· made on 
tl1·.:> Longrf'~1ch-\Vint/)n lino. rrho~e lines 
will be completed during this Parlil1ment. 
Tl:on• is yt•t another lino of urgent national 
neccssi't~--that is, a connection between 
Blackall and Oharleville. The neco"ity for 
that line '';as clear!:; demonstrated during 

the last drought. an-d it has been 
[9 p.m.] fa.-ourabl,· r<'ported on by the 

Public 'Works C.;ommission. I 
hope that. bcfo,·e this Parliament expires by 
the effiuxion of tinH\ serious consideration 
will be gi.-en to the carrying out of that 
faYourable report. 

Mr. OOSTELLO (Carnarvon): I have very 
much pleasure in speaking to the motion 
before the House. Ono must feel gt·atificd 
on reading tho Governor'; Speech to note t.ho 
keen intr·rest His Excellencv hae teken in 
those people who have gone' out in the far 
\Vest. of whDm we have heard so much 
to-night from the hon. member for Barcoo, 
and who have done so much for Queensland. 
The Governor is n verY keen cbsener of the 
conditions uf the men on the lar.d. He 
realiees, as dD hon. nwmbcrs on this side and 
hon. members representing country conetitu
' ncies, that the cDnditions of those people 
h 've been seriously neglected by all previous 
-Governntents. It was a very \visc thing for 
His Ex< ''llency to bring thDse matters before 
the House at the opening of this Parliament. 
I would also like to congra tu la t.e the mover 
and seconder of the Address iri Reply on the 
rcaeon:tblc moderation of their tone. It is 
nsua..l for young mernbers supporting tho 
Labour party when the_-; cDmc into this House 
to start off with something red hot, and 
think they are going to make a huge stroke 
f,or themselves by raising the red flag and 
flying it in this House. The7 have realised, 
a> the l1on. gentlemen on the front Govprn
went benches have realised, that the Re-d 
ObjC'ctivc is not what the people are requir
ir,g- in Queensland to-day. If anything can 
be said of the Buccess of the Government at 
the• polls, it was due t.o the Premier's modora-
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tton with regard to other thing,; that we have 
heard about, and to the redistribution of the 
e!"ctoratc'. That. no doubt, was responsible 
for the return of Labour to power. rrhere is 
a good deal in the Governor's Speech that 
r<;JirHentati,·es of the CDtmtry electorates are 
Yl'ry interested in, and, no doubt, a .good 
,·,,a] oi support for the measure'. mentwned 
v.-i'l be forthcoming from thi · s1de of the 
Ifouse. rfhcrc is one Bill-an an1endment of 
:.l;e Indn,trial Arbitration )l.ct-which to the 
peopio I represent, and the people whom we 
me dependent npDn io keep the resources of 
the country goiug-tho producers-is just a 
little nightmare. \Ye "re wondering how 
far-reaching this amendment will be. \Ve are 
wondering whcth0r our rural industries and 
ti1c people who are now producing the wealth 
d our conr;try will be brought under the 
Industrirt! "'rhitrution Act. I refer to the 
d«irymcn. orc.hardists, and all those people 
who are engacrcd in rural industric">, The 
vrheat-growo~~ }~as already beCn. brough~ un~rr 
the opcr:1tion of the Industnal Arb1tral10n 
Act, but those employed in the prDduction 
of wheat. have nDt sought aw.ucl- through 
tht• court. It is a very ~nnwis.·: thing indeed 
fr r a Gon:-tnmcnt ·whjch proposr3 to go in for 
a vcrv extensive ] and S(~ttlen1cnt snhcme, to 
con1f' ~forward v ith an amending Bill sin1ilar 
t,J what we foa.r this one is going to be. I 
•;\cu]d advise thn Promior to look for\vard to 
the prosperit.-- and the prospects of. his la:'-d 
::,cttlenlcnt scht n1c If ihc rural Indn-:tnes 
r1n! plnr-ed unc1cr the operation of the Indus
trial Arbitntimt Act it will mean a great sct
Lnck to our land sr-ttle1ncnt scheme3, to which 
1nembers of cotnttr.v elcct{)ratcs arc looking 
fc•nvard "-ith considerable interest. 

Mr. CoLLJ~S: \Ve "'''re told the same thing 
when the Act was applied to the sugar 
industry. 

l\Ir. OOSTELLO: The hon. member may 
think that lw ie the King of the North in 
Bow en. but the hon. member for To' nsville 
could claim to be the King of the North. I 
hope the Premier will ha vc this amending 
Bill so moderated that it will not injure the 
rural indu~tries ,,-hich he is now attempting 
to foster. \V e hope that he will stand up, if 
1tccessary; against the cxtremisl-5 of his pq,rty, 
and pre.-ent thP Bill becoming law. and we 
on this side will 3upport the Government in 
i:he interests of th8 rural industries. 

Land ,:ettlement will play a very big pad 
in this session. The Secretarv for Publw 
Lands would do well to a.ccept 'the advice of 
~nn1e hon. members on thiG side who are prac
tinl settlers and knDw what the·,· are talkino: 
a bout 'vhen they are i alking- about land 
sP!tlemer;t matters. Th,; hon. member for 
J\'Luilla pointed out that a lot of the lar~e 
i10l.clings in the iVcst are not altogether smt
>11-de for wheat-growing or for dairying. It 
is to be hoped that. the Govfernmcnt will.take 
the advice of oountry memberB and appomt a 
lccal bDard-not a board representing the 
fkpartment of Public Lands in Brisbanc-in 
the district in which the land is going to be 
opene-d up. I hope the Government will ta.ke 
that advice, and not the advice of the officials 
of the Land~ Deportment It would be very 
unwise indeed to put settlers on holdings 
and expect them to carry on agricultural 
nursuits when the land is Dnly suitable for 
grazing ilnd wool-growing It woulcl be very 
(lisastrous indeed to put people on the land. 
and have ihe results t.ha.t we ~ce atta.ch0d 
to soldier settlements_ It would be very well 
indeed for the Government to take warmng, 
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ond to see that they have not the same 
fr.,ilures in the big l ,;nd set'tlement schemes 
which chey propose to bring forward this 
sr~sion , '. have occurred in connection with 
the soldier settlements. 

I would like to refer to some pests that 
probably the Government are not aware of. 
\Ve have to take into consideration the 
!Jrickl:v-pe;;Jr nwnace. \Ve are interested in 
the Prick!-_· Pear Commission. but I am 
afraid that' that Commission will not be able 
to enlighten the Government or the people 
ol Queeusland. or Australia, in regard to 
any new or cheaper method of eradicating 
the pear than we know at the present tim0. 
The prickly-pear menace ie a problem that 
the people on the land arc fighting every 
day. Evorv day it is getting more serious, 
ar;d, unless we can find some cheaper method 
of eradicating it, it is going to hold more 
land within the next ton years than the 
s0ttlers will be holding under the land settle
ment scheme. Everv settler within a 40 or 
50 mile radius of prickly-pear infested 
country has to deal v;ith prickly-pear. He 
has to add that cost to the amount of his 
rent. or deduct it as a depreciation of the 
value of his holding. Within that radius 
he has to go over his holding every year to 
eradicate the small seedlings that will grow 
up there, and which have been scattered 
there bv bink Almost everv bird of the 
bush to:day is a pear distribl;tor. Amongst 
them can be included the crow, the emu, the 
black magpie. the mountain magpie, and 
almost evc•ry other bird. \Ve cannot destroy 
our bird life, bccausf', if we do so, other 
pe-ts will grow up which perhaps will be a 
greater menace. Another pc•t the small 
settler has to contend -rith is the dog pest. 
I would advise the Government to revert 
in this connection to the conditions in force 
some years ago, and I a:n glad to see a 
promise to put them into force. That assist
ance is in the nature of procuring for settlers 
wire-netting- on long and easy tcnns. I have 
in my electorate, at the present time, no less 
than six groups of settlers wishing to take 
advantage of those c <:mditions. I ask the 
Minister to re -erve at least £60.000 for the 
purchase of wire-netting to distribute to the 
settler to ena hlo him to fight the dingo, 
fox, and rabbit pests. I make this appeal 
for the small man, 'lnd I would ask the 
Minister to gin' preference io that man and 
t,, group settlers when he is dealing wif.1 
the application. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLTC LA::-.IDS: It is 
about time you appealed for the small man, 
because you have been ba,ttling for tho big 
rrwn long enough. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I am alv,ays battling 
for the small mon. I represent the 'mall 
man, and the big man can look aft0r him
self. It is the small man whom I want i.o 
sen put on his feet. and for whom I am 
anxious to sccuro rea~onable consideration. 
I am a little man m 0 self financially, as com
p•tred with some of the men on the front 
Govcrnrncnt benches. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LA>rDS: Your 
side has been trying to protect the big man 
se~sion after sessjon. 

Mr. COSTELLO: Not since I have been 
in Porlianwnt. My support has alwavs gone 
to the small man. " 

Mr. MORGAN: We were~ onlv trying to get 
him the support he is entitled to. 

[Jllr. Costello. 

:\1r. COSTELLO: I am pleading now fol
t he man Yvho has to contend with the 
pt-ickly-pear and the dingo. If the Gm·ern
mcnt, this financial year. make available 
£60.000 on long terms as I have asked, they 
will not kce in revenue. because land will 
Cf: rnade rnore prodnctive by raising sheep 
instead of cattle. \Ye have the small man 
in rny e],,ctorate who engages in sheep
rai,<ing mixed with a little dairying·. 

A Go \'ERN:viF.KT ME)IBER : You have big tin 
1nincs in your district, too. 

Mr. COSTELLO: The rents are also too 
high. The Secretary for Public Lands said 
to-night that the actu,11 rent the settler was 
C'allcd upon to pay was only a mere detail 
in regard to the settlement of land. rt is a 
big itc1n, though. when a man goes on the 
land first, in addition to his other taxes .. 
Hemember we have to pay our shire council 
rates over and a bovo our rent to the Crown, 
and, when all these factors are taken into 
consideration, I contend that it is absolutely 
necessary that we should have cheap land. 
I am an advocate of cheap land. Mention 
has been made of settling people on th!7 
la,nd, but I am more interested in keeping 
those people who are now on the land. I 
hope the Government will follow the advice 
tendered from this sidE, of the House and 
lake iuto consideration the construction of 
railways in order to provide facilities t•~• 
assist him to develop the land and thu~ pre
,·cnt him drifting to the city. The hon. 
member for Barcoo, like myself. has been 
receiving letters from people on tlw land 
ackin!l' that jobs may bP found for them in 
the citv. \Ye do not want to bring our people 
from the country into the city. lie said the 
t•ig squatter was squeezing the small man 
ofl: the land, but in my case that is not so. 
\Yith me it is the Goyemment who are at 
fault. You may ask mo why. One d the 
reasons is that the holdings are a great deal 
too small. I mu t not be mistak0n as ple,>d
iug- for the big nutn in 5a.ying so; I a1n 
si111plv her,' as one 'vho "\YaHL tu fl"'3ist those 
who ,:vi~h to IPl.ke an honc:t liYiug fol' them
,f_,h-e3 and fainiljcs. 

T'ho i'lECHETARY FOR PcBLIC LA'm": I had a 
letter from a man in your district the other 
clny urging sn1all arc as. a nU at the san1e time 
Ire holds about 8,000 aC'lT> himself. 

Mr. :YIORGAK: That is not a small man. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I belie,·c in prrwidi g a 
man v: ith a liYing area in order to n1ake 
hjrn rontcnt, as he v;ill not thf'n be ::o a.nxiouc, 
1o ::ell out, and the big n1an \Yould not ha ye 
the priYilcge of bu.yin_~- hin1 out a.s he has 
no\, .. as he is then enabled to make a succes':
fc,r himself and his familY. If the }IinistPl' 
takes notice of the friQnd'"' who ·wrote to hirn, 
and CUt':· thnt land into s,Jv1l areas lu_-, no 
doubt, YYill lw able to purc-hase all tb0 settlers 
ont in about· five yef_:TS, as he knows yery 
\Yell that they will be starved and he yery 
'{lad to get out. 

I would like now to draw the attention of 
1 he PrE~n1ier to a pron1isc he mad(1 'L little 
while ago in reference to the cous'mc-tion 
of a railway. I am sorry the hon. gcntlernan 
is not here in his place, but lw will not need 
reminding that a little while ago he promi•ed 
the people of Texas a rail\\·av. If ever a 
railway \\as justified, it is the connection 
between Inglewood and Texas. The land m 
the viC'inity is very fine country. \\' p have 
heard about the valley of the Conda mine 
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and other rieh spots in Queensland, but there 
is nothing in the southern parts of Queens
land equal to the river fhts along the Severn 
River. It is the pick of this part of Queens
land. This railway hac been promised for 
the last forty years. Twelve years ago 
Parliament voted a certain amount of monev 
to be placed on the Estimates for the turning 
of the !hst sod of the railway. People wont 
out ahead of the railwav and settled in the 
di~trict) and they have been starving in con
sequence of this promise not being given 
effect to. Those people are to he con
gratulated on having ro1nained therf\ a.nd I 
am sure that the Premier will stand up. to 
his promise and bring rejoicing to those 
people. This rail way will retain on the land 
t:•eople who have been trying to get off it for 
the last thi·ee or four years. Many ha vo been 
forced off the land by the Government's legis
lation and neglect to attend to the new 
settler, and not. as the hon. member for 
Barcoo said, by the big squatter. 

I wish now to bring under the notice of the 
House a li ttlo in cider: t w hi eh a pp ea red in 
one of their daily papers that was annoying 
to the people in the countrv_ It is taken from 
the "Daily Standard ,.::_the Government 
organ~and is dated 11th July, 1923. The 
artlcle I am about to quote is called " The 
Wishbone of the Country." 

Mr. PEASE: That is written by a corre
spondent. 

Mr. COSTELLO : It is not. It is an 
editorial. As this paper voices the opinion 
of the Government, the people shouki know 
flll about it~ 

" THE WISHBONE oF THE CocNTRY. 

" Tl_1e question has been raised again. 
And 1t must be scotched. Is the man 
on the land badly off? \Vith all the 
emphasis of which I am capable I shout 
'KO.' But the man on the land ea~ 
be badly off if he wants to be. He can 
be antiquated in his methods, milk cows 
by hand, do the tedious ploughing by 
hand, and keep Shanks's pony to take 
the cream and the milk to the factory. 
Then he most certainly WILL be badly 
off. But, for the easiest job on the 
earth, done in the right way, commend 
me to the farming business. The, right 
and the easy way is to be up-to-da to 
\\~ith ~11achincs for the n1ilkiug, rnany
<_hscs mstead of the one-fL1rrow, follow
m-the-rear plough, harvesters a motor 
to get the cream and the {nilk a way 
early, and pools to see that he gets the 
best out of the market. 'What an easy 
hfe ! All the farmer has to do is to sit 
on his plough, or motor or feather bed 
and wait for the cheques. Of course: 
rarn rnust cmn0, too, but Govcrn1nents and 
nutnufacturcrs of fan:n i1nplen1ents can't 
order the rain to come. So why blame 
the Government and anybody for the 
very things they can't do, and not give 
th<>m credit for the things they do' J\'o 
cit\ worker is half as ''ell looked after 
as c the average cocky, who with the con
Vf'nicnces at his disposal can now work 
half the day and sleep the other half 
without the assistance of an alarm clock. 
The man on the lan;:l used to be called 
the backbone of the country. He ought 
to be called the wishbone of the 
country." 

Now, then, will the hon. member for Bowen 
stand for that? I am sure that he will not, 
I am sure that many hon. members on that 
side of the House are ashamed to assoc;ate 
themselves with that policy. 

There is another little matter I not;ced 
-that is, the amendment of the Dingo Act .. 
The Secretary for Agriculture has promised 
this for some time, but, unfortunately, the 
last session was rather raced through. To• 
those who are living along the ouLhern 
border uf Queensland this is a very impor
tant matter. Inside New South Wales the, 
rate is only 2s. 6d. on dingoes, On <>ur sitle 
it is £1. You can just imagine the large 
number of scalps that the dingo board' have 
to contribute to on our side of the border. 
\Ve have looked forwar·d with some interest 
to see what attention 1s paid to the 
requests of our people on this subject. 
These people are called upon to pay taxes 
unneces,;arily to destroy the- other man's, 
dogs. 1 wlll not resume my sE·at without 
referring to eoldier settlement, and in doing, 
so I refer to something I know a good deal 
about, In looking through the report from 
the Under Secretarv for Lands for the year, 
ended 30th June, 1922, we find the following 
loans made for this purpose:-

1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 

£ s. d. 
30,109 0 (} 
99.137 0 0 

418,726 13 9 
589.306 11 11 
341,640 0 5 

For these five years ended 30th June. 1922, 
the total loans amounted to £1,660.614 10s. 3dc 
I am sure that, when the next report comes 
out, we shall have expended at least another 
£500.000, and shall have in the near future 
at least £2,000,000 spent on soldier scttle
Inent in Qu0cnsland. \Ve arc goi11g to 
lose £750,000 on soldier eettlemcnt in 
Queensland, 'What sort of an influence will 
this have over our friends coming from the 
South. or even on people in Queensland who 
have monov to invest on the lands of the 
Stat·e whc~ the\ look at the failure that 
sr,ldi~r settlement has been in Queensland? 
These arc facts. and it is no good trying to 
avoid them. \Ve as taxpayers have to stand 
up to these facts. 

_\ GOVERN)fE:NT MEMBER : 
what they are rroino· to lose 
'\Yales? " " 

Mr. COSTELLO: No. 

Do you know 
in New South 

A GovERNMENT ME)IBER: £11,000,000, and 
you complain about £750,000. 

~1r. COSTELLO: Look how much more 
money they ha vo got invested. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: It shows who is 
doing most for the soldiers. 

:Mr. COSTELLO: OnE' cannot help but 
feel sorrv that the Government did not takP 
this matter up in a business-like manner. 
The hon. member for vVind•·or made these 
remarks the other night~ 

" As a member of the Land Settlement 
Committee, I am prepared to accept my 
full share of responsibility or blame with 
regard to any mistakes which may have 
been made." 

Now with all due respect to the hon. mem
ber and to the Land Settlement Committee, 

M1·. Costello.] 
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-can anybody say that this committee is any
thing else but a failure? IIas its advice to 
ihe Lands Department been the best? Have 
they been the right men for the committee? 
·when it comes to a matter of settling 
soldiers on the land, the Government should 
go to the practical man for advice. 

A grave mattet· of importance is that in the 
.Stanthorpe district the GoYcrnment promised 
the settlers thev would advance them £100, 
but when the~ came to investigate the 
promise it was found the amount was only 
available to those settlers who had less than 
10 acres of land cleared and fit for culti
vation. The man who hao less than 10 acres 
.cleared is the onlv man who can benefit in 

the extra grant of £100 th >.t the 
[9.30 p.m.] Government are prepared to 

advancB ihPm. That i,., a very 
great n1istnke iucl(~cd. The progressive n1an, 
-l1·ho has dearcd the land at his own expense 
find by hi~ .own labour, does not receive 
~ny benefit under this new grant which the 
Governmc"t promised just prior to the elec
tion. rrha L is the cur;:;c of the policy follo~ved 
bv thi~ Government; thcv assist the rnan 
>1:ho will IiOt a5sist himself." The Govci·nmcnt 
arc never willing to help the man "·ho is 
anxious to get on; but they are always 
willing to help the man who is prepared to 
sit dov:n and squeal. This £100 further 
ad\TalH ,~ iR of ver.v lit.th~ use, because jt is 
onh· for these who hcn·e not been indus
j riO'us. :'\o doubt they will take ad.-antuge 
of the cxtr,t £100 to earn· them on a little 
longer. It wa· a Ycry iood electioneering 
cry, but it is a do•;·nright shame that the 
unfortunate soldier scttlcr should b0 made 
the chopping block, as he has been in Qucens
la,nd at e' cry election since they have been 
settled ·on the land. During the last election 
t!w Government dangled this offer of a 
further £100 in front of the soldier settler; 
but, when it comes down to tin tacks, the 
.anl~- man who participates in the- grant is 
the man who has not been ~o progressive, as 
his neighbour. The revaluation of soldier 
settlements is a thin!' that I support. As 
this is a matter that has bo<'n advocated by 
our party, we arc very pleased with the 
Government for a<eccpting our policy. But 
vvhy delay this revaluation? If they are 
going on with it, why not be businesslike 
and get on with it right away while the men 
arc still on the land, and not wait till they 
hav-e left the land? The Government pro
pose to make a revaluation of the improve
ments on the land, but we ask also for a 
revaluation of the capital value of the land. 
In one portion of my electorate the settlers 
have been called upon to pa.y as much as 5d. 
an acre rent. For f!rst-clas~ sheep country 5d. 
an acre rent is too high for anv settlor for 
the first seven years, and it is very necessary 
that there should be a revaluation of the War
roo lands and the Texas resumption, and other 
grazing land in the South-wost-vv-hich is held 
under perpetual lease selection-in order 
to giv-B the settlers an opportunit.y of having 
<eheap land for the first period at all 
events. A great d<eal" more could be said 
about our soldier settlements, but I a.sk 
the Governmf'llt to expedite the rev-alua
tions, and, when the reYaluation is com
plete I suppose, if a. soldier has £625 
worth of improvements on his block and 
under the r<>valuation it is reduced to' £425, 
ho will be entitled to a further advance of 
£200. Do I understand that that is tho 
intention of the Government? Naturally, it 
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will be. because thev- ha v-o promised the 
eolector an advance of £625, and if he has 
only £425 worth of improvements ho is 
0ntitlcd to a further £200. That will remedy 
a good dt a! of the distress that now exists, 
and probably would establish some of the 
settlers v;·ho a1·e just on the balance. A little 
lwlp now w1ll go a long way to establish the 
soldier, and I would ask the Government to 
hurry up with their revaluations and give 
the settlers an opportunity of knowing what 
the Government value their improvements at 
D,nd what further assistance they a.re entitled 
to. 

,A s:,-stcm of co-operation is also outlined 
in His Excellency's Speech. Co-operation is 
what wo have been looking for from the 
present Government for some time. They 
ha\e not talked co-operation as freely as we 
would have) liked. Probably they do not 
like it. 'Ihe policy of the CoLmtry party is 
co-operation, and, if the novcrnment intro
duce any mf~asuro de,-ding \vith co-operation, 
they ea!) depend on the help and support of 
the Country party. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LT1:RE : It is 
on0 of the first planks in our vlatform. 

l\Ir. COSTELLO: They have adopted so 
much of our policy thl1J; they might as well 
a.dopt our policy of co-opNation, and, if 
they do, they will get our support. 

.Mr. Cot.LT:-iS: \Vhy not put your co-oper
atiYo plank into operation? 

J\Ir. COSTELLO: If ::ou will give us the 
pOWf'r, we will put it into operation. You 
J•Ut it into operation, and you will get the 
support of tho Country party. 

A Gon:mDJE);T J',lnl;ER: vVhy arc there 
two parties opposite? 

l\Ir. COSTELLO: \Ye arc free men on this 
side. \Ye are not tied to any organisation 
that can thrca ten U' in our electorates. We 
come into this House as free indiv-idualfl, 
and we can exercise our Yotes in the interests 
of our electorates and country. We stand for 
freedom of speech and fr0edom of action, 
and. member' of this party do not have to 
consult their leader as to how they shall 
vute on any question. \Vo vote according to 
our ronsclcncc, andJ \Vhen you introduce co
operation. you will ROt the hearty support 
of every member of the Country party. 

Another important matter that has been 
overlooked for many years is the question of 
railway communication between JYiilmorran 
and KooroonghiTa. I can a:~ure hon. mem
bers that the prickly-pear peot is destroying 
thousands of acres of fir"t-class land in the 
Kooroongarra district. They are 25 miles 
from a railway and have to cross black-soil 
plains, and tlw s<>ttlers in that district can
not compete with the people alongside the 
railwa.y simply because the} arc handicapped 
with pear. Next we0k they will come down 
here and put before the Gov-ernment a case 
that would bring tears to the eyes of the 
hardest man. Thev are 25 miles from a rail
way, and are figl~ting prickly-pear to save 
this land. Are they getting any considera
tion from the Government? No. But when 
the renh are due, if thev get into arrears 
with the repayment of interest and redemp
tion, they are charged 10 per cent. penalty. 
It will be ncccssarv to build a railwav from 
Milmerran out to CKooroongana in ordm to 
s8ve this country from the prickly-pear pest. 
Kooroongarra. is all beautiful brigalow scrub 
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country, but prickly-pear is ta.king possession 
of it, and, urloss something is done, the 
,cttlers will be lca.ving and coming down 
here for a job on the railwaY or the trams. 
When they get down here you will never got 
thein back ag,1..in. Any n1an who comes do,vn 
here and gets a job on the railways or on the 
tramways will never go back on the land. 
He is the best as,ot '<'.'C have on the land, as 
he knows the busino"S from A to Z, and ,,·hy 
sec him forced off? He has no pleasure there, 
and, when he reads his new2pa per and finds 
out what excitements and pleasures there are 
in Brisbane, h~ says that he can work in the 
citv as well as anYone else. and con1es down 
hc;e to get a job~ I am ·a pvroached ever:;· 
week by young men wiih a request to help 
them to join the Police Force. It is a pity 
that we have to give those reference·• to these 
men to t"tke thmn off the, land to con1o do\vn 
here. \Vo should stop that drift, and, if the 
Govu-nment arc prepared to meet the con
ditions of thes8 people and give them some 
relief in tho Vi/ay of railways, lower rents, aJ)d 
cheaper land in the south-wf'tern part of 
Queensland, it will be a step in the right· 
dirc,ction. 

:Mr. PETEHSO:'\ (Xormanby): Mr. 
S1Jcaker,-I drsiro ut tho outs_•t of my 
re1narks to tL·nder you n1y congratulutions 
on your havinc: a~ain ascended to the chair, 
and I alw \Yieh personally to express my 
sincf·rc thanb for tho ven· kind considera
tion you gn \·e to rne, as" Speaker of tho 
Chamber, during· one of the most trying 
periods of my life. Howevor, I take it that 
you gave tD JnL· that consideration whiC'h it 
iVas your duty tc. giYe to any hon. men1ber. 
I sincerely truct that .)OUr present icnure of 
office will be <ts pleasant as it was during tho 
last thrc'-' years, and that, when it expires, 
vou may he acceptable to all sections of the 
Hcuse and become Speaker again. 

I desire to exprEcs my appreciation for the 
opportunity of coming back to this House. 

OPPOSITION :'-.1DIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETER SON: I was one of those who 
wero to be eclipsed-to come to a dead end 
in politi('s. However, I am pleased that the 
electors of 1'\ormanby have endorsed the 
position I tool;: up. 

OPPOSITION J'VfE}JBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETERSON: In spite of the tactics 
adopted and the innuendoes and falsehoo-ds 
circulated broadcast from one end of the 
Normanb: electorate to another, I have been 
returned triumphantly as the hon. member 
for Normanby. Howe.-cr, in a parliamentary 
contest someone is Yanquished, and even if 
I had been defeated it would have been no 
disgrace with all the forces arrayed against 
me. 

Mr. CoR .ER: You had a very creditable 
Wlll. 

Mr. PETERSON. I was vorv much struck 
with the brevity of His Excelfency's Speech, 
and when I perused it, after having listened 
to its delivery in the Chamber, I came to the 
conclusion that I had never read a more 
Tory address in my life. It is a replica of 
the Governors' S'peecheo. which =· ou get in 
Victoria-that much-abused Tory State \ve 
hear so much about. \Vhv is it that we have 
such a programme placed before the people 
of Queensland? Is there ono word in it for 
the workers, or to enable the workers to got 

better conditions than they have had during 
the past seven years? I shall endeavour to
show where the Government have lamentably 
failed in keeping their promise to the· 
workers. I am going to deal, not so much 
with "hat is contained in the Speech
because, looking at it superfteially, anybo·dy 
but a Bolshevist or a Communist could sup
port it. It is perfectly tolerant and peace
able, if satisfactorily carried out. 

We have heard what a wonderful aso.ot the· 
sugar industry is to Queensland. That is so, 
and every cre-dit must be given to State or 
Fe-deral Governments for their actions in the 
past in helping to build up that industry. We 
have to realise also that 'ido by side with 
it v. o haYo a greater industry at the present 
time in the sheep and wool industry, and 
allied to that agctin is the cattle industry. 
Why is the: e no mention whateYer in Ilis 
Exccllcncv's Speech of the cattle industry, 
when the cattle-men are practically down and 
out? I am speaking not only for the big men, 
Lnt for the small selectors who :ere scattered 
broa.dcast over the ?\ormanby electorate. 
'I'hero is not a single sentence in the Speech 
indicating that the Land Court is to rouiYe 
ins I ructions that thcy are not to harass those 
n1cn any further with cxre·,·· iYe rcntals. :r\o. 
assumncc to that efiect is given; but I hope 
it may be an oversight, and that hon. gentle
men controlli:"g the opposite side will realise 
that it is their duty to protect the great cattle 
industry instead uf trying to extinguish it. 
I sinccrclv trust that my few word" on that 
matter ,;ill not be amiss, and tha1 the 
Government will give effect to my suggestion". 

\ nother thing is that many of them 
h<t ve been lx;ck-rcntcd for seven years. 
Thev "·ere caught at a critical period when 
thov could not: sell their stock, and wNe 
bac-k-rented for that period. They were ginn 
a certain lime in which t(; pay the back rent 
to the department, and man\' of them were 
financially crippled. In tho Xormanby elec
tonl-3 there are scores of people who are 
bankrupt as the result of that policy-not 
so much from the back-renting as from pay
ment of the money being enforced within a 
specified t imc. Thc-;e people a ppca!ed for
rncrcy, but not one single word about n1ercy 
is contained in the Governor's Speech. The 
only r0ply the people have got is with 
regard to the 10 tWr cont. ponalt.y. So far 
as the- frrmNs in the ~ormanbv electorate 
are concerned t.hose who are not" able to o:et 
money from money-lenders have been fined: 
10 per cent. because the:-- could not pay the 
rent. 

A GO\'ERS)fE;-;T ::\1E}IBER: Did you not sit 
behind this Government when that Bill was 
pas-,ed? 

Mr. PETERSOK: No, the quc,tion of tiw 
10 per cent. penalt;, wae not brought up at 
a.ll in the amLnding measure. 

:VIr. J\IoRGAK: That was put in by th" 
Denham Government. 

Mr. PETERSO:'-J: It does not matter \:hn
did it; the point. is that it should be removed. 
'I'hcre is no political capital to be made out 
of it. ' 

The ATTORKEY-GEKERAL: Are you quite 
sure we are enforcjng the 10 per cent. now? 

Mr. PETER SON: You arc changing your 
tune a little bit now. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \Vhy not bo 
honest? 

JJ1r. Petet·son.] 



:86 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Mr. PETERSON: The first assurance I 
}uwe that it is changed has come from one 
Df your own members. I am _glad to hear 
that it has been altered, but m connectiOn 
"·ith the Ycrv last case I had just a few 
weeks ago the 10 per cent. fine was being 
-cnfm·ccd. There w,LS a farmer named Kelsey 
in the Dalma district who took up a selection 
in the Dalma scrub. He and his wife and 
d1ildren felled a lot of scrub, burnt it, and 
11lanted a crop of cotton. Owing ro the policy 
of the Government condemning ratoon cotton. 
these people were unable to pay their land 
rents. 

The HmlE SECRETARY: Did they get a fli•ct 
<:rap? 

Mr. PE'I'ERSON: I am coming to that, 
but I prefer to make m} S]Wech in my own 
"·ay. This man died, and the wife worked 
<the farm. Now she has received notice, With 
a 10 per cent. penalty. 

The HO :liE SECRETARY : Did they ha VC a 
.previous crop? 

Mr. PE'I'ERSON: Yes. I may explain 
ihat the previous crop was a plant crop. The 
::.rricultural experts, Mr. J ones and others, 
\\:;,nt rounJ the di. tricl ant! adviscJ thc,e 
growers to ratoon theie cotton, and in the 
satne vear there appeared in the '' Agricul
tura 1 Journal" and other pa pcrs circulating 
throughout Queensland a report to tho effect 
that the Government were prepared to paY 
5~d. per lb. for all cotton grown in Queens· 
land. It did not say plant cotton, or ratoon 
cotton, or any other kind of cotton. The 
result "as that tho,;e peop.Je, acting in con· 
sonance with the auvice of the Government 
experts and the published reports, ratooned 
their cottDn. 

The Ho~IE SECRETAIW: How many year' 
ago? 

Mr. PETERSON: This last season. 

'I'he H01IE SECRETARY: 1\lr. J ones has not 
been in the department this year, 

Mr. PETERS0:;\1: I said, "i'llr. Joncs and 
·Other exnerts." I have here a notice fwm 
the Dcp~rtmcnt of Public Lands calling upon 
a selector to pay the arrears with the 10 per 
·<"ent. penalt} included. 

The ATTORxEY-GENERAL: ·what is the date 
of it? 

Mr. PE'I'ERSOJ\": 15th February, 1923. 

The ATTORNEY·GExERAL: Has he a, ked for 
.a ren1ission? 

Mr. PE'I'ERSOI'\: The replies I alwa0 got 
-and I defy the hon. gentleman to shmv 
one -case in which it wa.s othcrwisc-,vcre tha.t 
they could have the rents deferred, but that 
the penalty would be 10 per cont. So did the 
hon. member for Burnctt and other hon. 
members. If i here was ever barefaced repu· 
diation to the agriculturist or cot ton grower, 
we had it in the edict issued b•: the Secret an 
fOl' Agriculture. I quite agree that he is 
·trying to do his very Lest to foster the cotton 
ir;dustry, and I do not wish to make any 
capital out of what may appear to be a mis· 
take; but, when the Government issued 
instructions through their experts and by 
advertisements that they were prepared to 

· take all cotton grown in Queensland, the 
least they could have done, even though the 
British delegation condemned ratoon cotton
since, I unum·stand, the Federal Government 
hr•lped them in their liabilit.r-was to have 
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taken the ratoon cotton and given it a 
chance. This unfortunate woman was unable 
to meet her land rents, and I have _here a 
letter from the department, accordmg to 
which she is to be mulcted to the extent of 
10 per cent. penalty if she ~annat meet her 
commitments. I would hke It to be pubhcly 
printed that the Minister states that the 10 
per cent. penalty 1s remitted. It 1s a most 
remarkable thing that we have been told that 
it was in the Land Act and that· 1t could 
not be altered, ant! that we are no·". told 
that the Minister can alter the Act w1thout 
consultin~ Parliament. They have told me 
time afte~ time that it could not be altered
you can see the correspondence in the Depart· 
ment of Public Lands--but now they are 
doing it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: Who said 
so? 

Mr. PETERSON: YDu just now asked, 
"Did they ask for ,a remission?'' al2d, "Are 
thm not getting it?" and we are told that 
the" hon. member for Burnett stated that he 
had got it. 

Mr. CARTER: And you have had it done. 

Mr. PETERSON: I am prepared to give 
£5 tD the Brisbane Hospital if the hon. 
member can show me one case, if he will do 
likewise if he fails. 

The next omi-.sion I am sDrry to notice 
from the GovPrnor's Speech is any assurance 
to the workers that there is not going to be a 
further r0duction in wages. I am one of th'?se 
members who sa.y that it should be the a1m 
and object of any Government, whether 
Labour or any other kind, to see tha_t the 
standard of living is raised to the highest 
possible pinnacle. You cannot bring that 
about by reducing the wages _of the workers 
by 5 per cent. at ·thffereni. l;'enods;. but there 
is not one word m the Cxovcrnor s Speech 
which tC'lls us that there is going to be no 
further retrenchment or reducti_on of wages 
or salaries of the public serviCe. So far 
as I am concerned, except under _the most 
exceptional circumstances, I never mtend to 
vote for any reduction of wages. Even under 
the basic wage as it stands to-day It often 
puzzles m'' how workers can live under exist. 
ing conditions, and I never thought ~hat It 
would fall to the lot of the Labour Govern· 
rnent-novor mind what a 'rory ~overn~ent 
woulJ do-to induce the Industnal Arbitra· 
tion Cnurt to reduce wages. 

Mr. HYNES. Do you favour an a wart! for 
cotton picking? 

Mr. PE'I'ERSON: Yes, if you protect the 
producer of cotton. 

:iVIr. HYKES: Do you favour ihe application 
of the basic wage? 

Mr. PETERSOK: Yes, all things boing 
equal-absolutely. 

Hon. F. 'I'. BREX)IAN: You were the biggest 
advocate for increased wages when ]· ou were 
on this side, 

Mr. PE'I'ERSON: So I am now, and I say 
that the party with whom I am associated 
are pledged against the rcuuction of the 
workerfl' wages. 

Hon. F. 'I'. BREKNAN: They moved for a 
reduction of 10 per cent, in the last Parlia· 
men!. 

Mr. PETERSON: On salaries over £300. 
Hon. members opposite are getting £500 a 
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year. Whom did they hit first? Did they 
not hit the employees of the State by 
reducing them 5 per cont. ? They should be 
proud of their work. (Government interjec
tions.) Se far as I am concerned, I shall 
never be associated or allied with any party 
which stand for a reduction in wages. I am 
glad to see hon. members opposite getting a 
little bit agitated If I provoked no inter
jections, I would be sure I was not hurting 
them. 

The next thing I am going tD refer tD 
which I am sorry to sec Dlnittod from the 
Speerh is any roferenco to opportunities for 
the workers to get their own homes. 

v,-e ha.-ce been told that there is a Workers' 
Homes Act. What does that mean,, It 
means !he segregation of workers into corn
rounds in certain aroas where tho GoYern~ 
rnent resume lands. 'l'hoy would have to 
accept the perpetual leac;ehold tenure. 1 do 
rot object to that, but I believe in giving 
a selector preference as lo which tenure suits 
his pocket best. \Vhy is t<tore not provision 
in the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act to onc;ble the 
worker 1 o got ihe same advantage as can be 
secured in Victoria-that Tory State, as it is 
called·: In Victoria, for everT £10 that is 
adxanccd by the worker, £90 i; advanced by 
rl:e \'orporation that has charge of thc,se 
'[rust Funds. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : Here £95 is 
ad vane -~d. 

Mr. PETERSON: Under the perpetual 
lease system. Here a man is not only a per
petuftl leaseholder, but he is a perpetual slave 
to the Government, too. I regret that there 
is no provlsion enabling worker,, 'vho desire to 
live in the suburbs of Brisbane a better oppor
tm:;ity of getting a honw than they have at 
I he present time. \Vhy is there a shortage of 
homes at the present moment" \Ve heard from 
eh£ answers to qu('stions to-day that so much 
less had been spent during the past few years 
than the previous few years in that direction. 
\Yhv is :hat' The reason is becftuse the co"'t 
of workers' home; to-day is out of all pro
portion to what it was il2 1914. You might 
ask >vhat that has to do with workers' 
dwellings. The question is the cost of 
timber. It is a matter affecting' the con
~truC'tion of \Yorkcro;;' horncs. \Yhcn we sb1nd 
for tho Jp,rclling Ull of the \Yorkcr by giving 
11im the bc"ct conditions and the beet ",,·ages 
we should do our bc-;t to remove him from 
the atmosphere of rentpaying in whi~h he 
lives. VIe ehould place him in such a posi
tion that he can become the owner of his own 
little c'"tle. There is nothing wrong in 
ach·ocating that. The worker shonld be given 
ihat right. We plead for that right. I regret 
!hat there is no provision in the Gm-ernor's 
Speec.h for an ainendment of the Workers' 
Dwellings Act in order to extend the bene
fits to those which can be obtained in Yic
toria. I hope that it will be in the schedule 
mentioned at the conclusion of the Speech. 

I bclin-e in the Government's policy enun
ciated thoro with regarrl to reafforestation. 
I think it is only right that the Government 
should take the fullPst possible steps to pre
-serve the forest3 and prop:1.gatc- suitub1c 
timber tree:; for future generations. I dD not 
·quarrel with that; but I object to the pr<' ent 
generation being levied on for the whole cost 
uf that. In 1914. when I was bc,ilding h01cses 
in Rockhampton, we pai•l 26s. per 100 super
ficial foot for first-class pine, which to-day 
,costs £3 6s·. in Brisbane delivered on the job. 

Thoro rs something remarkably wr?ng .when 
there is that difference in price m trmber 
when comparing 1914 with 19?2. What has 
bc•en the result of that? B,- th's sc•crot polrcy 
artificially called "stumpage,:' and by the 
inflation of .the charge for tm1ber royalty, 
the result has boon that three or four worlcers 
have to herd together in ono house in dif
ferent parts of Brisbane. The:¥ cannot afford 
to g·et their own homos, wrth the result 
that many a man comes home at night 
to those tenements and is unahle to find his 
own c,hildren. Who has got the difference 
lwtween 26s. pN 100 superficial feet in 1914 
and £3 6s. per 100 superficial feet now? 'I' be 
\vorkers have not got it. 

Mr. CARTER: How much of that is royalty? 

Mr. PETERSON: It depends on the dis
tance from the railway. In 1920, in some 
iHstancos, it was as high as 30s. per 100 super
ficial feet on pine. If my deductions are 
incorrect, the fa.ct is paramount that we have 
tn pay three times more fo:· timber to-da.y 
than we did in 1914. That rs a fact that :s 
preventing the workers from getting thetr 
own homes. I appeal to the Government to 
tr:r and d<J ~omething to l'f;organiso the 
Forestrv Department so that the workers 
nn get cheaper timber, and thns . cn:tble 
! horn to go~ cheaper homos. Bv domg so, 
·-uv will do something that will earn the 
l(Tatitud.e of thousands of peoph in this State. 
· I am nleased to note that the Government 
arc verv keen advoc,ltes of tho principle of 
co-open'lt.ion so far as agricn.lture is CO}'l

urncd. As a member uf Parhamcnt I ¥nil 
give them overy possible· as·1istnnce to attain 
anv co-operative goai. HAre in the 
Gc;yernor',, Speech, whilst there aro fore
shadowed agricultural co-operative echemcs, 
not one sillrrle scheme is sug-.P;cstod for 
tn-operativc ~dustrics. Are not the ind~n
trialists as much entitled to PO-operative 
r:teasurc~, and to engage in inclus1 rif's co
operativc;y, and vvh;r,- .shculd not the Govcrn
nwnt. place at th;- d1sp.c<al of thn :vod~ers 
1 he nght to obtam thmr own factorres ,1mt 
as thev ,1id to the man on the land the nght 
to maintain their own butter factories? 
That is our policv. (GoYernm0nt di•sort.l 
Tbcre is nothing wi·ong in attewpting to !'ive 
tr' the >vorker tlw full re'lllt of his produe
tic•n. I am amaoecl bo0 ond description at 
i:!H' omi:-o:sion of Jneasurr's like thnt. nnd I 
, •rionsly hope thc•se will be given effect to. 
vVhat have the Govcrnrnent to offer t0 the 
v::orkers after (:·CV~'D voars' tenun~ of office? 
.Assnm1nD' that Wf~ aruc n•aking this thP best 
Sinte. so far <tS hn1nanitarian lF<ri.:;lation is 
concerned. that bald fact is that, when a man 
who through stress of rircumstanc0s is loft 
in a poor condition, when ~e atbin' the ~ge 
of sixtv-fivo vt~ars. thf'r~ IS 0nly one thtng 
0pen to him, and t.hat is the olcl-agc r;ensio'.'· 
That is the highest ideal reached bv thrs 
Guvemment. \Ve on this side of the House 
stnnd for the bed condition,s possihle. the 
hi!rhc?t. wages, and bettP1' hou~ing .. vve :vill 
take him a>vav from the spectre whrch rrses 
in front of lri m in his old a.go-tho miserable 
niitanco of the old-age pension. \Ve stand 
f(Jr a systcn1 of nationAl insuranC'e so that. 
.,-hen a man attains the age of sixt.v-five 
, cars. he will be able to retire on an allow
ance. and not be in a. position whem the 
1wlice come around and root into his banking 
account. Hu will receive this a llow,wco as 
a right. and f,hore will be nothing he need 
feel ashamed of nnder a polic~r of that 
description. I shall endeavour, so far as I 
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'"'" concerned, to do all in my power to see 
it brought to a successful fruition by ad\'O
cuting it whereYcr I can. 

Another quc·.tion I wish to touch upon is 
the question of increased settlement. The 
Government have gone to a lot of expense 
a.nd trouble, and no doubt with good mten
tions, to try and induce a large number of 
settlc,-s to come to Queensland. I notice by 
to-cia:, 's paper whore they have received a 
largo number of applicatiow, from other parts 
of Australia. The point is that we should not 
be so anxious to secure settlers from other parts 
of Australia as we shoC~ld be to attract new 
settlers altogether. The position has been 
S·) bad that the Government have not seen 
fit to engage in a bold immigration policy. 
with the result that we shall be confronted 
with a serious problem at a very earlJ date. 
To-day there is a glut in many of our pro
ducts. Assuming the Government place 6,000 
settlers on tho Burnett lands and elsewhere, 
v. e shall have a glut in everything-a glut in 
butter, a glut in pineapples, and in the 
majorit:r of cases we chall find the markets 
are glutted. Tho result is that, if you bring 
more people here and settle them in the 
way the Government intend. you will have 
still more glutted markets. \Vhy did not the 
Government insert in the Governor's Speech 
some provision which would create secondary 
indusnies, and by building up our industries 
in that way build up markets for our own 
produce: We heard a lot this afternoon 
about 80 per cent. of the beef that is grown in 
Queensland being consumed in Queensland 
and the other States, and only 20 per cent.
a remnant~sont overseas, or to vvhero there 
is a market. The point is that the boot 
n1arkct \VG can have for our ::,ugar or produee 
of any kind i~ our own market, and I sin
ccrcl,y trust that, in order to encourage tho 
cstabli ,Jnncnt of secondary industries here, 
the Govcrnn.ent will notify intending 
inn'sto··' thott wo are prepared to exempt 
the:u fr01n pay1nont of income tax for a 
period of fiyp ycar.3. Give them some 
encouragcmcut to come hero, a11cl then \Ye 
shall see the need for larger land schcn1os, 
bceaus0 by this means we shall help to create 
a market for our own produce-a market 
which is much better than the overceas 
market. 

Tho next mv.ttei· I wish to touch on is the 
question of fodder conservation. The Go
vernment ha\·o foreshadowed in His Excel
lency's Sprech that they intend to give 
serious thoug-ht to this important problem; 
but what puzzles me is that we haYe for 
year', p<•r medium of the A"'ricnltural Bank, 
givo11 an <Jpportunity to sL't1Iors to obtain a 
few hundred pound•. for the purpose of 
bmldmg- sllos. \Yhy has not the offer been 
taken up? And why is such an offer not 
taken up? Why is there no publicity, and 
why the need of a special Bill? All I can 
·'"Y i' that any measures such as those enun
ciat0d dealing- with v, ater schemes, fodder 
conservation, and tho alteration of our 
"atcr la"·s will have my cordial support. 
'While speaking on wa tcr conservation, let 
me say that the one big trouble that we 
have ha-d in the past. so far as land settle
ment is concern0d, is that settlers have gone 
on to drv areas and have not been able to 
get watc'r. Later they were able to go to 
the Ag-ricultural Bank and obtain a loan, 
but that loan was not available until water 
was actually found, with the result that 
people were unable to obtain the loan, and 
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suffered considerable hardship. The pro
rase-d Bill aims at overcoming that -diffi
culty and at making it possible for settlers 
to obtain the loan, which will be a great 
boon to the settlers of Queensland, particu
larly those in dry areas. ::'v1y experience in 
the Dawson Vallcv from 1915 to 192n, gene
rally speaking, \Yas that the settlers suffered 
a very cruel ti1no on account of \Vater 
shortage, and it was a lamentable _mistake 
to induce people to go on to areas like that 
v:here no facilities existed for water. One 
by one they got over that, but that does not 
do awav with the fact that the Agncultural 
Bank dc.es not advance one cent. to them 
until tho wate;· is in the well. Many a man 
has exhausted the whole of his little fortune 
in trvinO" to find \vaior. Any n1ea··,ure of 
that dcs~ription will have my most cordial 
support. and I _trust the Gove_rnmcnt ;vill 
give effect to 1t at the earbest possible 
n1oment. 

Mr. CORSER (Tlurnctt): I beg to movE> 
the adjournment of the debate· 

Question put and pa~sed. 
The r0sumption of the -debate v, a; ·made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

DINGO AKD MARSUPIAL DES'fRUC
TIO:\ A\'T AME:\DME:\T BILL. 

Io:ITIA TIOX m CmniiTTEE. 

(.llr . .:.11 . .J. lii.·lcan, HrislJanc, in the chair.}· 

:'vir. KIR'vVAN (Hrisbuw) on taking the 
cbai1· said :-I desire to take this opportunity 
vf expre~.sing to hon. n1en1bcrs my sincer~ 
gratitude for again electing me to the posi
tion of Chairman of Committees. I can 
assure them that I realise the responsibilities 
of the position and I ap~wociate the honour 
very much, and I trust, w1 th the a'·Sistance of 
hon. members generally, to carry out. the 
duties in a manner that will reflect cred1t on 
m-.-self and honour on the position, and give 
sa-tisfaction to mcmb"'rs of the Committee 
generally. 

HONOuRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. V\'. :\. GilliPP, Eacham): I beg t<l 
n1ove-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend section 18 of the 
Din"o and Marsupial Destruction Act of 
]918~ in a certain paTticular." 

I might inform the \'ommittee that the par
ticular in which it is proposed to amend the 
Act is the section which makes it arbitrary 
that the bonus paid for foxes and dmgoes 
should he not less than £1. It has been 
found in practice that quite a number. of 
·boards have " gone broke" through. havmg 
to pay £1 per head for fox;es. Parhcuiarly 
is this so on thE· border of :'\ew South \\ales, 
as in :'\'ew South Wales the Pastoral Protec
tion Board only pays 2s. 6d. for !he scalp 
of a fox. An additional argument m favour 
of the 'lmondment is that during last year 
the aYerau-c value of fox skins in Sydney 
\'.ltS about"14s. each. Ono of the boards last 
year \cas only able to pay for 2,313 fox 
scalps, and the unpaid fox scalps amounted 
to 3,652. That is to say, they '?we the 
scalpers £3,652, and they are collectmg that 
at the rate of 1,000 per month, so the 
position is somewhat serious. For that 
reason it was thought advisable to amend 
the Act ll.nd fix the bonus from time to time 
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by regulati'on. I am not prepared, at the 
present time, to say what reduction should 
be made, but a substantial reduction should 
be made in fox scalps, particularly as the 
skins are worth such a big sum. Quite a 
nnmber of boards have fixed the maximum 
assessment 6s., and they are still in arrears 
in payment. 

I\Ir. CoRSER: ·would the maximum apply 
to all the boards in the State, or only to the 
boards on the border of the State? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Ail the boards h"ve not fixed a maximum, 
but quite a number of them have. The 
figure•, for last year are not available, but 
the figures available now show that 38,666 
dingo scalps and 14,646 fox scalps were paid 
for at £1 per head. It is rather a significant 
fact that the boards on the border, that is 
on the Darling Downs, Paroo, St. George, and 
\Vcstern Downe, paid for 11,616 fox scalps 
out of a total of 14,646. 

1\Ir. MORGAN : How many were killed in 
:'\ew Souih \Vales? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is quite possible tb1t a very large number 
were killed in Now S'outh \Vales and brought 
over to Queensland to collect the £1, as only 
2s. 6d. is paid for scalps in New South Wales. 
The question may be asked, "\Vhy not 
amend the Act in other ditection,? The 
Council of Agriculture at th8 present time 
are considering so1no i1nportant amondmonts 
in the Act, hut I desire this amendment to 
be made with the least possible delay. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : It is not my 
intention to offer any objection to the pro· 
posed Bill, but I will say that, after quite a 
lot of consideration and very many import
ant deputationo from pastoralists and those 
concerned, the Dingo Act was brought into 
being. and it was considered then that by 
paying J-J1 per head '.Ye vvould gradually 
reduce the; number of dogs and foxes 
throughout the State. A tremendous amount 
of mone:c· has been spent since: that time, and 
it se0rr1s a shame that a request for a 
reduction in the rate ehould be necessary 
on the grounds stated by the Minister. It 
,.-ould ha vo been better if the Minister had 
been able to induce the New South Wales 
Government to take some action to enable 
them to destroy their own dogs. 

The SECR~TARY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE: How do 
0 ou suggc-.t I should do that? 

Mr. CORSER: You generally take credit 
for most of the things that are good in 
that State, bm do not take credit for the 
thi'ngs that are bad. There seems to be 
some anomaly, and it is not going to assist 
some of the boards to try and keep foxes 
down. Foxes are just making their appear
ance in my district. It would be a great 
pity in an:· way tD damp their ardour and 
their desire to keep them back, because they 
arE makiug headway. I think the dingoes 
could not be worse than they are in onr 
district at the present time. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiv,-illa): I am sorry the 
Minister is not going further in amending 
the· Act in regard to thE' matter under dis· 
cussion. While I agree that something- should 
be done to reduce the >tmount of money to 
be paid for the seal ps of foxes and dingoes, 
tiw Govc·rnment have now an opportunity to 
show that they are genuinely out to as,ist 
the cattlemen by removing this burden from 
their shoulders. Why should men who own 
ea ttle, where the dingo does not do them 

damag-e to any extent, be forced to pay two
thirds. of the cost of destruction? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: vVe do 
net put it in this clause. 

Mr. MORGAN: ·You have put in the 'cords 
" in a certain particular/' a11cl those wc~ds 
ought to be deleted, and an Of'portumty 
g-iYen to relieve tho cattlemen of this burden. 
\V c do not ask the sheepmen to assist in keep
ing down the tick-the cattlemen have to 
carry the whole of the burden. . 

A GovERNMEKT MEMBER: No; they are the 
wcrst offenders. 

Mr. :\10RGAN: We do not complain, 
because sheep do not spread the_ tick, but 
"hy should cattlemen ca1 ry two-t)urds of the 
burden m respect of the destructwn of foxes 
and dinll'oes when cattlemeu receive no 
dumage from the deatrnction done by foxes 
and very little by dingoes? Hon. members 
opposite cannot justify tbe fact that the 
cattleman who is down and out to-day shDuld 
contribute two-thirds of the money collected 
for the destruction of foxes and dingoes. I 
]wow that the Minister does uot agree with 
it. This is an instance in which y; e can 
relieve the eattlemen from the burden which 
they carry to-day in respect to this matter. 
It is not a fair thing tc1 ask the cattlemen 
to contribute, as they are doing now, the bulk 
of the money required for the destruction of 
these pests, when the s.heepmcn are not 
paying- their proportion. 

Mr. GrLDAY: Is that. the case now? 

Mr. MORGAN: vVe discovered from the 
Department of Agriculture that the cattle· 
men are contributing two-thirdJ of the money 
v;h;ch is collec,ed, and why should they have 
t0 contribute this amount to keep down some· 
thing which is not damaging them? 

Hon. F. T. BREN>IAN: Because they let the 
dingoes breed on their holding;. 

Mr. :VIORGAN: That rs absolute non
s0nsc. It is right to saddle the cattlemen 
with something, but not the proportion 
which they are asked to pay at the present 
moment. The 1\Iinister knows perfectly well 
that the cattlemen nlcd immediate relief. 
Here is an opportunity for him tD do some
thino-. bv striking out the words " a certain 
pa.rticu1~J:" an~, inserting tho words "cer
tain particulars. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I am 
not prepared to amend the Act generally 
110"\V. 

Mr. ::UORGAN: Will you give an under
takino· that. if evidence is brought that the 
rattle~en al'e entitled to this assistance, you 
will further amend it this session? 

The SECRETARY FOR AumCCLTURE: Yes. 
Mr. MORGAN: Then I am satisfied. 
Question put and p1>ssed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
presented the Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The Bocond reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for \V ednesday next. 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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DISEASES IN POFLTRY BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Ki>·wan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE • 
(Hon. W. N. Gil!ies, Encham), in moving-

" That it is desirable to introduce a 
Bill to make better provision with 
respect to diseases in poultry," 

sa·id-This Bill is really on the lines of the 
Diseasco in Stock Act. so much so that the 
department thought that it would be possible 
to include poultry in that measure, as has 
been done in Victoria, South Australia, and 
\Vestern Australia; but the Crown Law 
authorities did not think it could be done in 
that way. It therefore becomes nece-.sary to 
introduce a separate measure. It is designed 
to protect poultry breeders and also the 
public against ·diseases in poultry. Quite a 
number of complaints have been made to me 
about di'seased poultry in the market, and we 
find it necessary to protect all concerned 
against their spread. 

[10.30 p.m.] 

Mr. MoRGAN: Will evervone have to send 
in a fowl return? • 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No. There will b" a form of inspection. The 
Bill provides for the con-tit uti on of districts. 
It wi'll not apply to the whole of Queensland. 
The districts will be mapped out, and, b7 
proclamation, the provisions of the Bill will 
bo applied to certain districts as it is found 
necessary. Although we haYe had no power 
to prevent these ·fowls from being sold, the 
yendors have been rea•onable, and ha vc 
agreed to their being destroyed. \V e want to 
have power to destroy them, and to be able 
to give the owners notice to destroy them. 

Mr. MoRGAN : How do you propose to 
raise funds? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE: 
No funds will be raised. The only fund·" that 
will be raised will be by way of fines. I hope 
that no nece,,sity will arise for the imposing· 
of fines. \Vhen it is remembered that the 
value of the poultry indu,: ry in Australia 
last year was nearly £10,000,000" and nearly 
£500,000 in Queensland, we can realise the 
importance of the poultry industry. The 
1nea.sure is a si1nplc one, and is necessary in 
the inter,.sts of the breeder and the general 
public. 

Question put and passed. 
The House re,umed. 

The CHAIR:\IAN reported thal the Committee 
had come to a resolutio11. 

The resoiution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTURE 

(Hon. W. N Gillies, f/acham) presented the 
Bill, and moved-

" That the Bill bo now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of tho Day for v,~ednesday next. 

The House adjourned at 10.33 p.m. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillics. 

Questions. 




