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Questions.

TUESDAY, 17 JULY, 1923,

The SpeaxEr (Hon, W. Beriram, Maree)
took the chair at 3.30 p.m.

MEMBER SWORN.

M=r. T. DUNSTAN.

Mr. T. Dunstan, having taken the oath
and subscribed the roll, took his seat as
member for the electoral district of Gympie.

QUESTIONS.
Cartie AND SuEEP Ratiway Trucks Buinr
Since 1914.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“]1. What is the number of new cattle
wagons built by and for the Department
since the year 19147

“2. What is the number of new sheep
trucks built for and by the Department
since the year 19147

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Heppel) replied—
“ 1. 320.

“2. 3. Live stock traffic is not now
so heavy as in 1914.”

[17 Jury.]
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Workers' CompENSATION CLAIMS AGAINST

State Insurance OrFrice, 1917-1922.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) asked the Attorney-
General—

“Will he state the total amount paid
in lump sums in scttlement of claims in
the Workers’ Compcensation Department
of the State Insurance {including miners’
phthisis (148) and pneumonic mfiluenza)

as at 30th June of each of the years 1917
to 1922717

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

*The total amount paid and ecstimated

in lump sum settlement of workers’ com-

(Hon. J.

pensation  ordinary  and  household
workers” claims amounted to—

£ s d
1916-1917 66,102 14 5
1917-1918 93,473 7 2
1918-1919 91,922 8 8
1919-1920 131,637 5 10
1920-1921 117,867 12 1
1921-1922 140,211 15 8
Total ..£640,915 3 10

No jump sum sgttlemonts are made in
connection with miners’ phthisis, pneu-
monic influcnza, and/or other industrial
disesses.”

GowriE I10MESTEAD BORE.

Mr. MORGAN, in the abscnce of Mr.
MOORE (Awbigny), asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

“1 At what date was the bore com-
menced alongside Gowrie Homestead ?

‘2. Has 1t been completed yet? IE
s0, when?

“3. To what depth has it been sunk?

“4. What is the cost to date?

“ 8 Has an adequate supply of water
been secured ?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) replicd—

“1. On 16th September, 1922,
‘2 Yes. On 29th June, 1923,
“ 3. 357 feet 2 inches.

“4. £682 17s. 10d.

“5. Yes. At least 400 gallons of water
per hour certified by Government
Analyst to be suitable for stock and all
domestic purposes,’”’

PayMENT OF £400 70 MR. RANDOLPH BEDFORD.
Mr. KERR asked the Premier—

¢ In view of the fact that no connection
existed betwesn the visit of Mr. Ran-
dolph Redford and the State American
loans, will he state in what direction the
payment of £400 to Mr. Bedford was
warranted, and in what way the State
was advertised ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“Mr. Bedford cofiducted a publicity
campaign for Queensland through the
medium of a considerable number of
journals in the United States of
America.”’
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Boy IMMIGRANTS.
Mr. KERR asked the Premicr—

“ In reference to boy immigrants,—

1. What are the conditions under
which these boys are hired out to
farmers?

2. Have any inspectors or persons
been appointed to supervise the con-
ditions and the treatment of the boys?
If not, is it proposed to take any steps
in that direction?

3. What 1s the financial obligaticn of
tho State in connection with these boy
immigrants; and, if any, the amount
and how apportioned ?”’

The PREMIER replied—

“1. 1 lay on the table a copy of the
agreement entered into between a boy
immigrant and his employer, and a copy
of an indenture between the boy immi-
grant and the Immigration Agent.

“2, No; but the clerks of petty ses-
sions and officers in charge of police in
the districts to which the boys are sent
to employment have been requested to
look after the welfare of the boys. The
branches of the New Settlers’ League in
the various districts also watch over the
boys’ interests.

‘3. None.”

Whereupon the Premier laid upon the table
of the House the agrecment referred to.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
REsuMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. KERR (#Frnoggera): Before "address-
ing myself to the motion before the House,
I would like to refer to the fact that the
coal strike in New South Wales is virtually
over, and that, I understand, an arrange-
ment has been made between the employers
and employees. I think we must all regard
that fact with satisfaction when we realise
that, as a result of this strike—one of many
unfortunate strikes in Australia—somewhere
in the vicinity of 8,000 families have been
practically on the bread ‘line for the last
three or four months, I refer to this matter
more or less for the purpose of dirceting
attention to the unfair representation of the
case which has been made—without any
possibility of jurisdiction in the matter by
Parliamznt—by  various newspapers in
Queensland. It is a matter on which wo
all here must feel concerned, because,
according to figures of the Commonwealth
Statistictan of recent date, something like
£26,000 in wages was lost to the workers
under a Labour Administration during the
first three months of this year.

Mr. XIRwAN: Quote the New South Wales
figures,

Mr. KERR: Unfortunately, under the
Dooley Labour Administration in New
South Wales, there was also 2 loss.

Mr. KiawaN: Quote the figures under the
Fuller Administration.

Mr. KERR: I wish to draw attention to
the unfair representation of the matter,
caleulated to engender discontent In the
minds of the people, by certain headlines
and assertions in daily papers, and I want
to be fair to certain newspapers in Brisbans
on the matter. I shall quote first from the

[Mr. Kerr.
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“ Brisbanc Courier ”” of the 21st June last—
at a time when the negotiations were at
a very delicate stage, and when many
of the families of those on strike in New
South Wales were visiting the coal dumps
to collect small pieces of coal to keep their
fires burning. Later on I shall refer to
another instance of what can happen in an
cnlightened community under a Labour
Administration, who make the claim that
under their rule everything is all that can
be desired, and point out that it is an occa-
sion for using the words of the present
Home Secrebtary himself when he moved in
a matter of privilege in this House with
respect to the Press, and said that certain of
their actions were degrading Parliament. I
say that some of the newspapers of to-day
are degrading the intelligence of the people.
and I shall refer specially to one paper in this
¢ity which is doing more to make these people
eke out their troubles and prejudice a proper
understanding of them. (Government inter-
ruption.) I shall quote first this fair com-
ment on the question by the ‘¢ Brisbane
Clourier,” headed—
“ PROSPECTS BRIGHTER.
‘ THE COAL SIRIKE.
“ (Coming Conference.
Sick of Conditions.
“ Cossnock, June 20.
¢ The intervention of the Acting Pre-
mier (Mr. Oakes) in the coal dispute
has lifted the community out of a
slough of despond. The announcement
of the approaching conference between
the parties has given rise to hopes for
an early settlement of the trouble.”
We find in the “ Daily Standard ” of about
the same date, under very thickly inked
headlines—
“ ('oar. Barons BEATEN.

“ THROWING UP THE FIGHT.

< Miners

“ Pory Premicr Calling Parties
Together.”’

GoveERNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: I venture to say that that
is still the claim of hon. members opposite.
They say, ¢ Hear, hear!” They say that
that is fair comment at a time when the
livelihood of 8,000 families is at stuke!
In any court of justice no comment is
allowed when any matter is sud judice.
Yet we have in our city a paper which is
under no control of any description, and
which is allowed to inflame the minds of
the people and prevent them from coming
to a settlement of their dispute. The Home

Secretary, when speaking last year on a
question of privilege, said that such a
thing was ‘‘ gutter journalism.” I venture

to say that that © gutter journalism” to-day
in that publication is doing more harm
than in any other way in Australia. If
the Home Secretary thought it was neces-
sary to control the newspapors in one
respect, it is necessary to step in and control
them in another. I will now leave that
question.

Mr. Riorpan: You will want to get off
that question. Your argument is very weak.

Mr. KERR: I desire to draw attention

to the wording of the motion now before
the House. It says—

“We, His Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjects, the members of the Legislative
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Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament
assembled, desire to assure your Kxcel-
lency of our continued loyalty and affec-
tion towards the Throne and person of
our most gracious Sovereign, and to
tender our thanks to your Excellency
for the speech with which you have
been pleased to open the present
session.”

A GoverxMENT MEMBER: There is nothing
wrong in that. '

Mr. KXERR: No, there is nothing wrong
in that. I subscribe to those sentiments
along with hon. gentlemen in this House,
but 1 take exception to what is being done
to-day by hon. members opposite.

The SecBETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: It is
being done by hon. members of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. KERR: It is not. The assurance of
‘“ affection towards the Throne” is a mere
formality of  Parliamentary procedure.
While hon. members opposite subscribe to
those sentiments, they at the same time take
the chair at a public meeting in Queensland
and vilify and permit the vilification of the
Representative of the Throne in the person
of His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. Ryan interjected.

Mr. KERR: If the c¢ap fits the hon.
gentleman, well and good. "The quicker we
recognise our loyalty to Great Britain the
better it will be for us. The sooner we
make it possible to stamp out this dislovalty
and prevent the villainous attacks on the
Representative of His Majesty the King,
the better it will be for us.

The Howe SecreTARY: Would the hon.
gentleman shoct the dislovalists?

Mr. KERR: If it is necossary for us to
deport from  Australia those who are dis-
loyal, then it is necessary to deport “those
who are instrumental in furthering that
disloyalty. )

The Governor’s Speech caused no surprise
to this House. We know that the Govern-
ment have a majority of representatives.

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: We recognise that fact, but
I venture to question whether they have a
mandate to carry on in this House.
(Government laughter.) The hon. gentlemen
may langh; but, if they will examine the
figures in connection with the last State
elections contained-in the returning officers’
declarations, they will find that the Govern-
ment have a minority of something like
14,000 votes in Queensland.

Mr. Ryan: They
fourtcen scats.

Mr. KERR: And, after allowing a deduc-
tion for the electorates which were not con-
tested by Labour candidates, they have a
minority of something in the vicinity of
10,000 votes.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
figures are wrong.

Mr. KERR: The figures are taken from
the returning officers’ declarations. They
may not be absolutely up to date—(Govern-
ment laughter)—but the small returns still
to come along will not materially affect the
result. Hon. gentlemen opposite know that.
They also know that in Southern Queens-
land, and in the Federal division of Capri-

have a majority of

Your
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cornia, where proportional representation
has obtained, ths United Party and the
Country Party have a majority of four.
seats. In that area the United Party and
Country Party combined have a majority
of four scats with approximately a majority
of 30,000 votés. That is equal and propor-
tionate representation, in my opinion. If
you turn to the other part of the State—the
Tropical North, the Peninsula and Gulf,
the North-west, the Central West, and the
South-west—you will find that the Govern-
ment in those areas have a net majority of
cightcen seats; that 36,000 pcople are repre-
sented by two seats on the Opposition side
of the House, whereas 52,000—just a few

thousand more—are represented in  the
Government by twenty seats. There is no
proportionate representation there. This

has been brought about by the adoption of
boundaries which are not fair boundaries,
and, further, the Act itself has also becen
departed from. It is practically useless for
this Parliament to lay down a quota when
that quota is departed from by the Govern-
ment. . The Premier, in his electorate, has
not the minimum representation laid down
by the Legislature of this country of 20 per
cent. below the quota. :

The Premier: I had when ihe boundaries
were fixed,

Mr. KERR: I venture to say that the
large number of electors below that mini-
mum could not have left the electorste in
the few months that have elapsed since the
redistribution.  If the Government to-day
intend to do the right thing in regard to
the legislation, thev should adhere to the
law. More particularly should they adhere
to it, so far as the representation of the
people is concerned.

The ArroRNLY-GENERAL: You want a redis-
tribution every year.

Mr. KERR: Perhaps it would be better:
perbaps it would be wise. The Government
had &also paid the redistributors, or the
people who mapped out the redistributed
aveas, a cortain sum in addition to their
salaries I do not know for what reason
they did so, hecause they werc only doing
their work as officers of the Public Service
for which they drew their salaries, in addi-
tion to which they were paid a bonus by
the Government.

The Premirr: We simply followed the
precedent laid down in the past by vour
party.

Mr. KERR: If there is anything the
TLabour Government are noted for it is
wiping out precedent; yet, when they are
taken to task, they use the old belated
argument,

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLic WORKS: Prece-
dents are all right when they are good ones.

Mr. KERR: Quite right; but that was
a bad precedeut, and the Government have
fellowed it. In my own electorate I have
well over the maximum of 20 per cent. over
the quota.

The Premier: Let us have another elec-
tion.
Mr. KERR: Quite a good idea, with

redistributed clectorates.

Talking in regard to the Address in Reply,
we know perfectly well it is a wonderful
work of dissimulation. It 1is, possibly, the

Mr. Kerr.]
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shortest Address in Reply that we have ever
had in this Housec.

Mr. Kiewan: You don’t know what you
arc talking about. I was here and heard
it in 1912

Mr. KERR: There was no Governor's
Speech, as we know, at the beginning of
last Parliament. We all know that it is the
result of the Premier’s keen penetration of
judgment. It shows certain things which
we all knew befors the Specch was read.
Tiverything is aboveboard, and you could
:e2 what the Government are going to bring
Lefore the people but not carry out, because
they have not got the money to do so.
There is a good deal in the Address which
is secret, and a number of half lights. I have
here a quotation from Bacon’s Kssays on
¢ Qimulation and Dissimulation,” which I
shall read. It is right to the point in
regard to the Governor’s Speech that has
been pre-ented to this House. It says—

““The advantages of simulation and
dissimulation arve three: first, to lay
asleep opposition and to surprise; for
when a man’s intentions are published,
it is an alarum to call up all that are
against thom; the sccond is to reserve to
a man’s scif a faiv rotreat; for, if a man
engage himself by a manifest declsra-
tion, he must go through or take a fall.”

Kveryone knows that the Government are
bound by the decisions of the Emu Park
Convention. I think in regard to the policy
to be put by the Government before the
House that there will be negotiations
between the two parties on that side; but
the Government cannot come before Parlia-
ment expressing a desire to car out a
certain programme and then carry out an
cntirely different one. I know them well
crnough to know that there are extremists
on that side of the House who are not going
to sit idly by and allow the Government to
carry out the sum of their expressed inten-
tions, There arc oxtremists on that side
who will not bow down to any proposal to
give the man on the land a fair price for
his products and then let the consumer pay
a fair price in his turn. They are the
masters on that side, and they are not going
to allow that. That is why I say—

“The advantage of simulation and
disstmulation . 18 to reserve to
a man’s self a fair retreat.”

Evervone knows that the Premier is a
n:ederate man, and that he is looking into
the future for a fair retreat. The quotation
continues—
“The third is, the better to discover
the mind of another.” )

We are prepared to give the Premicr our
assistance on cvery matter that is for the
advancement of this State. There is noth-
ing to hide, and I hope that he will carry
out and pay a good deal of attention during
the coming Parliament to many things that
will be put before the House by this side.

The . question of immigration has been
omitted entirely from the Governor’s Speech.
It has been the policy of the (Government
for many years to refer to it in a veiled
way. but on this occazion they have abso-
lutely ignored the immigration question. I
think it is right for a State like Queensland,
with our large area of land, to take our
share in scttling the white population of the
world. It is an absolute essentiality for

[Mr. KHerr.
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many reasons that Australia, and Queensland
particularly, should take its part in this
question. We have men such as H. G. Wells
and Bertrand Russell, great men of thought,
to-day advocating birth control. If you like
to read what they have to say about the
teeming vellow population, you will find the
only solution where they have several hun-
dred people to the square mile is the birth
control of those nations. They are next door
{o us, and sve have the Government of this
country attempting to put land into use and
yot bringing no immigrants into the country.
Tt is one of the foremost needs in a country
like this to bring in a population. Now in’
regard to the white population of the world,
T find that in the last Teachers’ Conference
—to tell you how things are happening in
Queensland  to-day—in regard to Japanesc
and Chincsc students, they want Regulation
130, rcading—

“ Children who are otherwise eligible
as pupils shall not be refused admission
to any school on account of race or colour
without a special direction of the
Minister —

to be deleted and the following inserted—

“ Children of alien descent are not to
be admitted to State schools; but, where
there iy a sufficient number, they may
be taught in an alien school adminis-
tered by the Home Sccretary’s Depart-
ment.”’

*Ir. Edmunds, of the Northern Tableland,
when proposing the above motion, stated—

“There had been a great influx of
Chinese, Japanese, and other alien pupils
into the Northern schools. These people
in most cases did not live under the
same healthy conditions as the white
children, They entered a strong protest
against alien children entering the
schools and using their materials.”

Tt will possibly be said that this is a
Cemmonwealth matter. If it is a Common-
wealth matter, it is happening 1n our own
State, and it is right that the Queensland
(rovernment  should bring  these matters
before the proper authority. We
14 p.m.] have had immigrants coming into
this country with slips of paper
slating that they are looking for work, and
they are unable to speak one word of
Fnglish. Cur laws to-day in regard to the
cducational test are absolutely absurd and
u=cless for the purpose.
IIcn. F. T. BreExvax: That is a Common-
wealth matter. : ’

Mr. KERR : If that is the way that sort of
thing is to be treated by the Government—
that 1t is a Commonwealth matter—the
quicker we get another Government in to
attend to the requirements of our own State
the better. The hon. gentleman who has
interjected is a Minister of the Crown, and,
although these thirgs are happening in our
own State, he says it is a Commonwealth
matter. Tt is purcly a State question. Let
us go back a fow years and sec the amount
of money spent by previous Adminisirations
on immigration. In 1912-13, out of revenue,
the Government spent £54,000 on immigra-
tion. In 1913-14 the Government spent
£60,000 on immigration. While on financial
matters, let me say ihat the Queensland
Government are the only Government in
Australia to-day who have not been able to
show a surplus at the end of the financial
vear. Thev are the only Government 1in
‘Australia who, by the unwise expenditurce of
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money, show g deficit when balancing their
accounts. That in itself is sufficient to call
for a stocktaking on the part of every mem-
ber who has & knowledge of the questions

before the country, and shows that some
alteration should take place. In five years,
1918 to 1922, from revenue the present

Government spent the small sum of £4 on
immigration. In 1884 the Government of
the day, in order to populate this State, went
to the extent of spending £400,000 of loan
money and £750,000 from revenue, making
a toval for the year of £1,150,000 on immi-
gration. In 1889, in order to bring immi-
grants to this country, the Government spent
£250,000. In 1890 the Government spent
£200,000 on immigration, and in 1813 the
oxpenditure amounted to £975,000. When
vou look back into the history of Queensland,
we find that the State was able to pay thos2
large amounts out of revenuc and out of loan
money in order to populate this State, and
i must be remembered that in those days,
owing to the wise expenditure of loan money
on repreductive works, sufficient revenue was
received to pay the interest. To-day loan
money is uot paying its way, and there is
no lean money being spent to bring immi-
grants into this country. The change of
policy in that regard has been detrimental
to the country. Let hon. members turn, say.
to Muckay, Gympie, Charters Towers, or
other places, and they will find that the
population in those centres has decreased.
In Charters Towers the population has
decreased probably by 50 per cent., and in
Gympie by 50 per cent., and we find the
people flocking to the city. The number of
people coming to the cities is making the
unemployed question one of the greatest
problems that Queensland probably has ever
been asked to attack. This position has been
brought sbout by the expenditure of loan
monev in wrong avenues. This is a serious
question, and one that demands a good deal
of consideration.

The sccondary industries to-day, in which
many members on the opposite benches are

interested, ure not receiving proper con-
sideration. Not one paragraph in the

Governor's Speech deals with the secondary
industries of this State. There is another
questicn for consideration in connection with
the sccondarv industrizs. There is a good
deal to be #aid in regard to the conservation
of water, the conservation of fodder, the
opening of lands for settlement, the building
of railwavs, and irrigation. They are all
necessary to fhe country, but it is usecless, in
connection with them, to borrow millions of
pounds, overcapitalise the land, and not give
the farmer a chance. It is much better to
give the men already on the land cvery
opportunity of becoming successful. It is not
a question of new wmen coming into this
country and going on to these lands; we
have thousands of men going on to the land,
staying there a short period, and then com-
ing off again. We can solve this question of
keeping men on the land by giving a decent,
atiractive tenure. We have not done that
under a Labour Administration. There is no
decent tenurc for land to-day. The Labour
Government wiped out the only decent tenure
in regard to our lands—that is, the home-
stead tenure. That has been abolished. It
is impossible to get frechold. to-day. Many
millions of pounds were borrowed from the
Commonwealth for the specific purpose of
buying frecheld land and turning it into
Government land, and the interest on the

{17 Jury.]
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money borrowed was charged to the returned
soldiers. They should never have been. asked
to foot the bill in that regard. I do not
know how the Government are going to over-
come the difficulties in regard to making
advances. I have gone to the trouble of
taking out the figures in regard to settle-
ment. Between 1902 and 1922 the number of
freehold applications in that period totalled
5,646, and the amount advanced against free-
hold totalled £1,788,000. Now, if we take the
leasehold tenure, we find in the twenty years
the number of applicants totalled onty 692,
and the amount advanced totalled £104,000.
I venture te sav that the wiping out of the
frechold tenurc, which provides security for
advances, iz going to cripple the primary
production in Quecnsland.  TUnless we find
another systemn to give security for advances
other than the leasehold system, we are not
going to make progress in Queensland. The
only thing on which you c¢au get an advance
to-day is on the improvements you put on
your property, and that is insufficient when
vou want about 50 per cent. sccurity. Some
other scheme must be adopted, and there is
nothing cutlined in the Governor’s Speech
that is going to help the men already on
the land. When we had the cattle market
slumping badly, what did we find? When
cattle were coming down in price the Price
Tixing Commissioner fixed a price for the
consumer. Cattle were falling and the dis-
tributor was buying cheap meat, and in that
way the State butcher shops since 1917 have
made the enormous profit of £200.000. They
have only done it in one way. They made
that profit when caitle were slumping and
the Price Fixing Commissioner fixed a price
for beef. He made the consumer pay a
higher price than was necessary, and gave an
extra prefit to the distributor. And this was
under a Labour Administration! There was
no encouragerment given to the cattle indus-
try in any shape or form. Then therc is the
matter of the fixing of the price for flour.
Hon. members opposite know perfectly well
that flour was being sold in Queensland at a
lower price than was charged for bran and
pellard. When flour was £12 10s, per ton the
farmer who used bran and pollard had to
pay £13 10s. per ton for it—%L1 per ton more.

When I went {o the Price Fixing Com-
missioner with a deputation asking him to
bring down the price of bran and pollard, =o
as to give a decent price to the farmer, he
said it was question of policy on the part of
the Government—these are my own words—
to give the consumer cheaper flonr But, at
the same time, they never considered the
man on the land and gave him cheaper bran
and pollard  He was charged a higher
price.

The S=CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did you
read what the Commissioner said about the
operations of the Wheat Pool Board?

#r. KERR: No; I have not.

The SECRETARY FTOR AGRICULTURE: It would
Le interesting fo vou if you did.

Mr. XERR: The hon, gentleman men-
ficns the Wheat Pool Board. I have some-
thing to say with regard to the cotton indus-
tpv, more particularly with reference to
ratoon cotten. The farmers of Queensland
have been sold lock, stock, and barrel to
the cotton combines in England. If any
hon. member wants to sce them, T have
twelve samples of the cotton produced in
the mills of these delegates at home.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Kerr.]
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Mr. KERR: Hon. members can inspect
them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
have no right to make a statement of that
kind.

Mr. KERR: I will prove the truth of my
staternents.

The SPEAKE Order!  The hon.
member is not in crder in discussing that
subject as ho has a notice of motion on the
business paper dealing with it.

Mr. KERR: In the Governor’s Speech
there is a Bill promised in regard to the
control of cotton, and that control is going
to be handed to vested interest:—to company
promoters who came out to Australia when
the Government had rnot sufficient money

~and were not preparcd to establish cotton

gins. The (Government were not prepared
to establish the cotton ginneries, but they
gave the control to vested interests in the
oid country. The Government will never be
able to carry out the agreement they have
made with the “‘cotton barons’—as they call
them—in the old country.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is nok in order in discussing a
motion of which notice has been given.

Mr. KERR: In the Governor’s Speech
there is a suggestion to bring in a Cotton
Centrol Bill.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
membaer s discussing a notice of motion
which will come on later. He cannot antici-
nate the discussion which will come on
subsequently.

Mr. KERR: I have samples of ratoon
cotton here which I can shew hon. members.
The leader of the Country party., when
speaking the cther day, said that the pre-
sent Government had claimed practically
every pleco of humanitarian legislation
brought forward in Queensland.

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. KERR: Hon. members opposite say
“ Hear, hear I” T say that the Government
have practically brought no humanitarian
legislation forward.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: Don’t be silly.

Mr. KERR: I want to point out where
things are leading in regard to premiums
uvnder the Workers” Compensation Act. The
State insurancs monopoly to-day is collect-
ing premiums from youths of from fourteen
to twenty-one years of age who are work-
ing, and, if they are killed, no compensa-
tion is paid other than funeral expenses.
I'he State Insurance Department allows a
maximunm of £50, while in other States of
Australia they allow a:maximum of £100.
Parents bring their children up and clothe
them up to fourteen or fifteen years of age.
and it is not logical to claim a premium for
those boys between the ages of fourtcen and
-twenty-one, and then, if they meet with a
fatal accident, to turn them down and give
them no compensation.

The ATroRNey-GENERAL: It i3 not true.

Mr. KERR: It is true. I can give the
case of a boy who was fatally injured, and,
notwithstanding that for a number cof years
the employer was paying his premiums to
the State Insurance Department, on his death
kis people only received the funeral expenses,
or something like £27. That is the action
which the State Insurance Department takes.

[Mr. Kery.
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It is not honest to claim premiums and not
pay compensation, I say also that it is not
justice, when a man meets with an accident,
that he should have to wait three days
before any payment is made to him, more
especially  when you consider that the
Workers' Compensation Department has
made over £200,000 since 1t started to
operate. It should make some allocation of
that money. The principle of insurance
demands that a man should reccive compen-
sation from the day he is incapacitated.

Mr. Forey: It used to be fourteen days
under the old Tory measure.

Mr. KERR: Women used to work in
mines at one time. We do not want to go
back to the Middle Ages. We are advan-
cing, and evolution makes more changes in
this country than all the talk of revolution
which comes from the opposite side. In
regard to the weekly payments under the
workers' compensation scheme, Queensland
is again Lehind. Quecensland pays 50 per
ernt. of a man’s earnings: in New South
Wales they pay 662 per cent.; and there are
cthor concessions 1n the New Zealand Act
which are not contained in the Queensland
Aet. T hope that, when the amending Bill
comes before the Houre, a greater concession
will be given to the workers of Queehsland
than is being given under the Labour
Administration to-day.

There is another thing I want to mention,
which is not in the Governor’s Speech, and
that is in regard to thg War Service Homes.
1 regret very much that the Ministry have
not considered the advisableness of bringing
the War Service Hoines under the control of
the State. I believe they have examined the
position, but have not come to any agree-
ment. I think the Government could very
well bring down a scheme based on the
principles of the present Commonwealth Act,
and teke over all future buildings and War

Service  Homes  paid  for with money
borrowed from the Commonwealth. I am a
believer 1 decentralisation; I am not a
heliever in centralised authority. 1 do not

belicvs we are getting a just deal from tne
central auiherity in Melbourre: it is too
far awax, and Government officials like to
keep as much as possible in Melbourne.
There are other matters in regard to War
Scrvice Homes which I consider are deplor-
able. It would be impossible, unless au
cquitable arrangement were made, to take
over the cxisting homes. There are thou-
sands of people in Quecensland waiting for
these homes.  We ought to be tackling the
question of future homes, and at some sub-
sequent time we may be able to come io
some arrangement to take over exisfing
homes. 1 place the suggestion before the
Government for their consideration. In
South Australia they have taken over the
War Scrvice Homes, and also in Victoria,

and in Western Australia the Government
act as agents, Tasmania and New South

Wales, togother with Queensland, have
declined to do so up to date. I would very
much like te sce this State take them over
and bring them under the jurisdiction of the
existing workers’ dwellings administration,
which could very well handle them. 1
would not for a moment advocate the taking
over of these homes except on a system based
on the present Commonwealth Act—I mean
particularly with regard to freehold land.
I particularly stress that. I would not on
any consideration support a Bill which
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wiped out the freehold provisions of the-

Commonwealth Act. I also want to tell the
Government that, from my eoxperience in
regard to workers’ dwellings—and I have
had a good deal of experience in connection
with the War Service Homes—the - group
systern under the Workers” Homes Act 1s, in
my opinion, altogether a mistake. You will
never get satisfaction under the Workers’
Homes Act so long as you purchase consider-
able blocks of land and build houses in
groups—houses of the same design running
m parallel streets, no matter how much you
may alter the veranda or other little details.
If the Workers’ Homes Act Is to be a success,
let us purchase land in an established
locality, so that all the houses will not be
of the same design, or likely to be of the
same design.
Hon. . T. BrexnaN: Alter the logs.

Mr. KERR: The Government need to
alter some of the logs in the houses erected
by them--they are so wide apart that you
can practically walk through them  The
worker’s home of to-day is not satistactory
at all, and something has got to be done to
make it so. I would suggest to the Govern-
ment that we follow the lines of New Zea-
land in this branch of legislation—as we
have done in various other branches—and
so arrange matters that the worker can get
a frechold home by paying a deposit of £10.

Mr. Gmpay: We do better than that.

Mr. KERR: The Government do not give
the man his land. Ii ther do lketter, and
give the man his land, I say well and good,
.but the workers’ homes are not going to be
a success for many years to come. I am
going to show that, if they adopt the prin-
ciple of the Werkers’ Dwellings Act passed
by a previous Administration, and give the
man his home on a frechold basis on a
deposit of £10, they will be justified, as
there are only small arrears of less than 1
per cent. outstanding under that measure.
Almost any man in Qucensland can put
down £10. but in the last four years the
present  Government have spent only
£635,000 on workers’ dwellirgs, whereas for
four years under the previous Administra-
tion almost double that amount, " or
£1,242,000, was spent. If those figures indi-
cate anything, they indicate that the people
arc not satisfied with this Government’s
legislation. Furthermore, in the two years
prior to the advent of this Government,
3,177 workers’ dwellings were erected, as
compared with only 790 during the last two
years of this Administration—another proof
that their actions arc not acceptable to the
people. There is evidently something wrong
with their system, and I urge the Govern-
ment to ifftroduce a Bill under which the
worker can build his home on frechold land
upon a deposit of £I0.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has
exhausted the time allowed to him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): The hon. mem-
ber who has just sat down intimhated to this
House that a certain member ought to be
deported because he used his ordinary citi-
zen's rights. He went on talking about
lovalty. T think we heard enough of that
during the war. There is no man in this
House, or outside i, who has more respect
for the honest loyal man than I have, but
I am sick and tired of the lick-spittle loyalty
of which we heard so much in the streets of
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Brisbane during the war. Why, the people
who talked so much about it were going to
give the men to whom they appealed to
cnlist almost the whole of the State. What
bas been done? What have the hon. mem-
her for Enoggera and the class he represents
actually done for the returned soldiers? I
know full well what has taken place. 1
know that numbers of young, able-bodied
men left fairly good billets in this city to
go to the war, that they got badly wounded,
and that, when they came back, their
employers did not re-employ them. I am
sick and tired of this lick-spittle loyalty that
1 hear from hon. members opposite, and I
hope that all réference to the war and
loyalty will—unless there be special occasion
to rcfer to them—be wiped out of the
debates of this House.

The leader of the Opposition the other
evening said that he visited the Mitchell
clectorate, and intimated that, if he did so
often enough, he would be able to persuade
the electors of Mitchell to return a candi-
date of his class. I do not know what facts
he has to guide him in saying that, because
at the last election I got 100 more votes than
at the previous clection, although I lost a
considerable number through various causes.
For one thing, three or four sheds were
shearing in the Barceo electorate at the
time of the election, but no provision was
made for polling beoths, and a pretty big
percentage of the men working there were
Mitchell  clectors, who did not have the
opportunity of recording their votes, Then
again, on the <day of the poll, there were
races in Blackall, and some forty or fifty
rosidents of Longreach attended them, and
they, too, had no opportunity of recording
their wotes. I can only tell the hon. member
that, if he lived in the Mitchell clectorate
all the days of his life, he would not get a
majority of its clectors to vote for his
candidate.

The Governor, in his Opening Speech.
pointed out that he had again visited tho
riorthern and western portions of this State,
and found the residents there suffering great
inconvenience because of the class of houses
in which they arc compelled to live. Any one
of us who has travelled through the northern
and wostern parts of Queensland knows full
well the eclass of house in which many
women and childven are forced to live—
dwellings built of iron, with very low walls
and roofs not very high—and we can under-
stand the discomfort which they involve in
a temperaturs in summer time of anything
from 110 degrees to 115 degrees. But 1 am
pleased to say that the Workers’ Homes Act
passed by this Government last Parliament
has already done a great deal to relieve the
situation, by cnabling people in the country.
as well as in other parts of Queensland, to
erect decent homes for themselves, which
otherwise they would not have the oppor-
tunity of getting.

GoOVERNMENT MeuBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. PAYNE: In my own clectorate, move
particularly in Longreach and the bigger
fowns, that Act is doing good work. and I
trust the Government will not be stingy in
the sum they place upon the Estimates to
meet the demands under it.

Mr. ErpminstoNg: How many workers’
homes have been erected in Longreach?

Mr. PAYNE: Half a dozen workers
homes are under way in Longreach now,

Mr. Payne.]
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and T am satisfied that, if sufficient money
13 put on the Estimates, the people will
avail themselves of it during next vear to
a very great extent. Anyhow, I am satis-
fied that the pcople who are receiving bene-
it from the measure will not forget the
present Government.

The Governor also referred in his Speech
to the intention to resume some large hold-
ings for subdivision as grazing selections. I
see that the Government have already given
notice for the resumption of three big hold-
ings—Saltern Creek; in the Mitchell elec-
torate; Marathon, on the Flinders; and
Charlotte Plains, in the Cunnamulla district.
I think it would be in the interests of graz-
ing farmers if the Government resumed only
those holdings which have short periods of
lease loft to run. Saltern Creek falls in in
1927, Marathon in 1931, and Charlette
Plains in 1934, There ave millions of acres
of land in the Mitchell land district falling
i in 1927 and 1928. I have a list of those
places:, and it will be just as well to remind
the House that they are well fitted for
closer settlement in the form of grazing
«olection. I have taken only the very best
holdings, that are not too far from our rail-
ways and are free from the dog pest.

Mr. MorGan: What area dees the hon.
member suggest?

Mr. PAYNE: A lot depends on what is
a living area, but I should say that not less
than 10,000 acres of the best land, not too
far from our railways, is little enough. The
holdings that will revert to the Crown in
1927 are—

Square milex.

Lerida ... 463
Mount Cornish 626
Rockwood . .. d22
Stainburn Downs ... ... 713
Tower Hill .. ... 139
Aramac - 310
Bowen Downs 714
Corecena ... 302
Culloden ..o 114
Lammermor ... ... 345
Landsborough ... 88
Those figures disclose a total area of
1438,000 acrex. The holdings that will

revert to the Crown in 1928 are—

Square miles.

Kensington Downs .. 247
Rodner Downs .. 89
Barenya Lo 17T
Beaconsfield Kast ... .. 15
Beaconsheld West ... ... 134
Cameceron Downs . ... 133
Darr River Downs 418
Evesham North . ... 195
Green Iills ... ... 128
Highfields .. 60

According to those figures there is a total
area of 1,198,520 acres. Those figures disclose

a total acrcage of 2,636,520 acres
[4.30 p.m.] of really good sheep land which

will revert to the Crown in 1927
and. 1928, hence I think it is unneccessary
to resume any land the lease of which will
expire later than 1928. I understand that the
Government have already given notice to some
of the holders. The compensation, which will
be decided by the Land Appeal Court, has
caused a good deal of discussion. There seems
to be a good deal of difference of opinion
as to how the compensation will be arrived
at. Speaking as a layman, it appears to
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me that the first paragraph of section 145
of the Land Act contains the exact indication
as to how the compensation is to be assessed.
I do not think that the basis of compensation
will be tho amount of wool that can be
grown ‘on a holding. I cannot sce how any
court can decide what quantity or quality
of wool can be grown on a particular hold-
ing. The basis will have to be the value
of a lease to an incoming tenant. If the
court deeides that the compensation, in
addition to the rent which the grazing
farmer will have to puy, is too great, then
that shows conclusively that the lessces are
not paying sufficient rent to the Crown at
the present time. It appears to me that
the value of the land must be taken at what
a person would be prepared to give at the
present time. These are questions that will
have to be scttled by the court. I hope the
Government will push on with the resump-
tion of these big holdings, and I am satisfied
that, if they succecd in cutting up that
country into decent living arcas, they arc
going to mect the wishes of 90 per cent. of
the people living in those districts. The
whole of the pcople living in those districts

depend on the pastoral industry. They
depend on the growing of wool and th:
rearing of cattle for a livelihcod. Every

individual who lives out there who is not
the owner of a large holding is in favour of
having thosc large holdings cut up.

Mention is made in the CGovernor’s Speech
of the proposed amendment of the Main
Reads Act. I hope, when the amending Bill
is introduced, that it will contain provisions
forbidding the building of any main roads
parallel to our railways, and that the roads
will be built in such a way that they will
act as feeders to our railways. In travelling
about the country. both in a private capacity
and as memboer of the Public Works Com-
mission, I have given a good deal of atten-
tion to this matter, and I am satisflied that,
if the Main Roads Board adopt the sensible
idea of construciing roads as feeders to our
railways, the railways will be in a position
to return more than they have returied in
the past.

It has been said by a good many people
that a Government has its life to run, or,
in other words, that the public get sick of
any particular brand of politicians. I do
not agree with that. The present Govern-
ment have proved the reverse in this case.
They have been returned to power four
times in succession without altering their
policy. No other Government that Qucens-
land ever had have been returned three
times in succession without altering their
policy. This Government are unique in
this respeet, that they are the oiilly Govern-
ment in the British Empire that were
in power when war broke out, and still
retain the Treasury benches. They are the
only Covernment in the British Empire with
soversign right: carrying on the government
of the ecountry with one House of Parlia-
ment. These things may scem small to some
people, but I see no reason why a Liabour
Government should not be in power in
Quecensland for all time. T am satisfied
that, if the Labour Government go on in
the way they have been going——passing
legislation that is lifting the man on the
Jowest rung of the ladder higher up than
he ever was before—if they can succced in
sottling people on our Western lands on
decent {iving arcas, and if they continue to



Address in Reply.

bring in humanitarian legislation, then the
people of this country will recognise their
worth, and they will be here for all time.

Mr. VOWLES (Daldy): 1 desire to sup-
port the motion before the House, and also
join in conveying to His Excellency the
expression of “ our continued loyalty and
affection towards the Throne and Person
of our most gracious Sovercign.” Let me
preface my remarks by congratulating you,
Mr. Speaker, on your re-clection to the
honourable and important position which
you cceupy to-day. During the previous
Parliament you and I occasionally came into
conflict, but I found then that you always
possessed a good sporting spirit, which you
displayed when we agreed to disagree in
regard to matters between us. I trust that,
when the Parliament assembled concludes,
we shall be able to say that you carried
out the Standing Orders of this Assembly to
the satisfaction of all concerned. I would
like to impress upon you, as was done by
the leader of the Country Party, the hon.
member for Aubigny, that under the altered
conditions of the Standing Orders to-day, and
the fact that we have a unicameral system
as against a bicameral system in the past,
greater attention must be given by hon.
members to matters before the Iouse, and
therefore it is urgently necessary, in order
1o obtain the best results in this House, that
time should be given for mature considera-
tion of every matter that comes before this
IHouse and before Committee.

Mr. CoLLixs:
criticism.

Mr. VOWLES: I would like the hon.
gentleman to  give us  some intelligent
eriticism. I have listened to him for twelve
vears, a2d I have never yet heard him give
any intelligent criticism. T think the Go-
vernor’s Speech itself is more remarkable
for what is not in it than for what it con-
tains. In the past we have been accustomed
1o find a good deal of padding and a good
deal of political propaganda in it, and I
venture to say, on an occasion like this
after a general election has been determined,
even in a small Speech such as this is, that
the Governor’s advisers should have found
it necessary to go in for a little bit more of
propaganda and a few less gibes at the
Cemmonwealth Government.  They have
found it necessary to introduce the sugar
question—a subject over which we have no
jurisdiction at all, but a matter in regard
to which we all desire to see an agreement
brought aboui that will be acceptable to
the growers—an agrecment on the lines of
the old one which has just expired. I think
it 1s regrettable that the Government should
indulge in these little gibes, and say-—

“The sugar industry has been faced
with a very critical position owing to
the tardiness of the Commonwealth Go-
vernment in declaring its intentions
towards the industry on the expiration of
the Sugar Agrcement.”’

The Secrerary ForR PrBrLic Works: That is
very mild.

Mr. VOWLER: It may be mild, but it is
quite unuecessary, because it is not a matter
in the discretion of this Assembly. While
we are ot the subject, perhaps the Secretary
for Pubiic Works might tell us why theco
iz this delay ir. letting tho contract in con-
nection with the new sugar mill which it is
proposed to establish on the Tully River.

Give us .some intelligent
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The SkcrETary ror Pupnic Works: There

is no delay whatever.

Mr. VOWLES: I think it has been post-
poned twice already.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
will be told all about it in due time.

Mr. VOWLES: It is something like the
houses which the last speaker told us about
that were being erccted and the wonderful
benefits that have accrued under the
Workers’ Idomes Act; but, when I asked
him how many, he said there were none.
The same thing applies in regard to that
sugar mill.

The Provier: You must give us fair time
to consider it.

Mr. VOWLIES: T think there have becn
three postponements alrcady. The Govern-
ment at the outset should have allowed suffi-
cient time for the linglish tenderers.

The PrREMIER: Do vou think it is necessary
that we should get English tenders?

Mr. VOWLES : I think that matter should
have been considered at first. The only
thing is that the postponements may go on
and on, and may result in nothing being
done at all.

Mr. Braxp: They want FEnglish tenders,
cspecially when they want a loan in 1925.

You

Mr. VOWLES: I am going on the experi-
ence of our d{riend, the hon. member for
Mitchell, about the wonders of the Workers’
¥omes Act and the benefits conferred by it
up to the time of the elcction.

A great deal of exception was taken the
other night by the hon. member for Herbert
when the leader of the Country party said

that the sugar industry was a spoonfed
industry.
Mr. Pessg: He called it a pampered
industry.
Mr. VOWLIES: The fact remains that it

is a subsidised industry. It all depends on
what construction you put on the words
« pampered 7’ or “ spoonfed,” but it is placed
in a better position than any other primary
industry in Queensland. You must realise
the compach made many years ago in con-
nection with federation when it was agreed
that ceriain States should receive certain
benelits, The transcontinental railway was
one benefit one State was to receive, and 1
regret that the Premier is now prepared to
fileh that right away from that State, be-
caure he thinks that is in the interests of
Queensland.  The sugar industry of Oueens-
[and was an industry which was tc receive
spacial treatment on account of its being
for the protection of a White Australia, and
for that particular reason it was to be
placed in a different position to other indus-
tries.

Mr. Hyxes: It received no consideration
until the advent of the Labour Government.

Mr. VOWLES: I say it did. If you like
to trace the history of the sugar agreements
and follow up the utterances of the present
Premier and the then Sceretary for Agri-
culture, Mr. Lennon, you will find there that,
when the sugar-growers suggested there
should be an incrcase from £18 to £21 per
ton—an increase of £3 per ton—they were
told that it was an unreasonable price, and
that they were opening their mouths too
wide.

The Previzr: It is not true, and you
ought to know it.

Mr. Vowles.]
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Mr. VOWLES: It is on record that they

said it was unreasonable, and that they
should not open their mouths too wide.
(Dissent.)

The SecreTsrY FOR PrsLic WORKS: Pro-

duce the record.

Mr. VOWLES: I can go on tracing up
the history of the sugar industry.

The SecreTsry rorR Pusuic Works: Every-
thing done for the sugar industry has been
initiated by this Government.

Mr. BraxD: Not at all.

Mr. VOWLES: We know very well that
the best results that the sugar-growers ever
got out »f the industry were when they got
a guaranteed price of £30 6s. 8d. per ton
and we know that very nearly fell through
beeause of the neglect and “delay of the
Queensland Government.

The Secrersry ror  PreLic  WORks:
Nonsense,
My, VOWLES: We know that the then

Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, had to take
certain steps to bring about finality. The
Government at that time was being domin-
ated by -industrial organisations outside, and
they were not in a position to consent to the
proposals of Mr, Hughes.

The SrCRETARY FOR PrBric WORKS :
us something about Knox’s proposal.

Mr. VOWLES: It is all very well for the
bon. member for Herbert to falk. He gets
away up i the Herbert electorate, and {fells
them whatever he likes, but, when an hon.
member on the floor of this House is dealing
with public problems, we expect him to deal
with ‘them fairly and that political capital
should be eliminated.

Mr. Hy~es: You connived at the shelving
of the Sugar Cane Prices Boards Act of 1913,

Mr. VOWLES: T never did anything of
the kind. I +was one of those who voted

against it, but I subsequently voted in favour
ot 1t.

Mr. BrRyWD: And the Government had to
amend it later on.

Mr. Cornmys: And
amended you.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think it is neces-
sary for the hon. member for Mitchell to
apologise for his return to this House even
if he got an inereased majority. No one
neglected his electorate more than I did
during the recent election, and no one was
more pleased with the result than I was.

The Governer’s Speech also contains the
following paragraphs:—

“A number of important industries
have suffered severely from drought con-
ditions, and, owing to the unremunera-
tive prices which ave ruling for certain
products in the world’s markets, others
are labouring under disabilities.”

That being so, it strikes me as very strange
indeed that the Government should consider
this an opportune time to introduce legisla-
tion, notice of which was given this after-
noon by the Secretary for Public Works, for
an amendment of the Industrial Arbitration
Act, with a view to bringing all classes of
workers within, the ambit of the Act and
bringing about what is known in the country
as the rural workers’ log.

The Secrersry ror PusLic Works: You
cannot deal with that now.

[Mr. Vowles.

Tell

the electors nearly

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

Mr. VOWLES: Why cannot I7 Surely
I can anticipate any legislation forecast in
the Governor’s Speech, and surely I can do
so without taking directions from the Secre-
tary for Public Works as to what I shall
deal with or what I shall not deal with. It
scems as if the hon. gentleman does not
wish his department to be criticised. My
point is that, if these industries are suffer-
ing from disabilities—more particularly the
dairying industry—the present is not an
opportune time to introduce legislation
which, to my mind, is going to hamper those
industries and bring about a decrease of
production. .

Mr. Duxsran: It may help them.

Mr. VOWLES: And it may not help
them. T would like to remind hon members
opposite that, when they were dealing with
other industries, they were possibly dealing
with those where prices could be artificially
created, where you could assist wages by
imposing import and excise dufies. In
those instances the increased wages could
be provided for and a price created which
would return a fair margin of profit; but in
this instanee you are dealing with commo-
dities, the sale price of which we cannot
control. When the world’s markets decide
what the price is going to be tc the pro-
ducer, then I think you would create an
artificial wage; and it would be altogether
wrong to attempt to create artificial wages
in those industrifs until we are satisfied that
the persons primarily engaged are able to
get a living wage for themselves and the
members of their families who are engaged
in that work.

The SECcrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Accord-
ing to your contention, the workers in those
industries are not getting a living wage
now.

Mr. VOWLES : We hear about the wonder-
ful results got from time to time by dairy
farmers for one year, but, if you go into
the business of any dairy farmer for one
vear, you find that, if vou charge up interest
on the capital that is invested in the enter-
prise, if you charge the farmer’s wages
against 1t at Arbitration Court rates, and if
you charge the labour of his family at the
same rates, very few of them are making a
profit at all. Handsome profits are made
during some seasons of the year, but for the
year round on a proper business basis 99
per cent. of the cases would be found to be
carrying on at a loss. It would be to their
advantage if they and the members of their
families, instead of having capital sunk in
the enterprise, were to work on neighbouring
farms at the ruling Arbitration Court wages. .

Mr. Duxstan: All those things are taken
into consideration by the Court.

Mr. VOWLES: I know they are, but the
reason I refer to this is that, if the Emu
Park Convention has decided that the
Government have got to do this, then onec of
the first acts of legislation must be the
alteration of the Industrial Arbitration Act,
bringing all workers within its ambit. You
have got to realise that, when faced with the
same positior, Mr. Justice Higgins, in the
Federal Arbitration Court, said that, if an
industry cannot afford the wages, that indus-
try must go down.

The SecrReTsRY FOR PUubLic WORXS:
did he say that?

Mr. VOWLES:

decisions.

When

He said it in one of his
If the hon. gentleman wants all
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this information I will give it to him later.
He is like ancther gentleman I met during
the clection campaign who asked me if 1
could tell him the various surpluses of the
Commonwealth and of the various States and
of all the countries in the continent of
Hurope. However, I want to Impress these
matters upon the House. I say that, if you
are going to start interfering with these
industrie, you are going to stop produc-
tion; and, if you are going to stop pro-
duction, you will stop development, and,
instead of creating cmployment,

you are
going to Incrcase wnemployment and send
pcopie out of the country.

Mr. Drxstan: You said the same thing
about the sugar industry.

Mr. VOWLES: That is quite a different
matter. In the sugar industry you have a

pricc put upon the article produced, which
enables the grower to pay decent wages, to

make a handsome profit, and which alo
makes provision for the miller and the
refiner. But in the other cases it is sug-

gested that you are going to create an
artificial price through Government pools, or
you are geing to do something which is going
to ensure a man who puts wheat into the
ground that, first of all, he 1s going to get
hh own wages, or that he is going to get
back the

wages later on in some other
direction to iecoup him. It is a very big
problem. I say that workers in aoncultulal

districts, in proportion to the hours they
work, do 10! receive wages equivalent to the
wages received by persons working in the
city. You have to take into consideration
alzo the workers’ disabilities. Every person
who makes up his mind to go into the
country has to suffer some disability, from
the fact of living there, whether it be in the
form of wages or in the form referred to by
His Excellence the Governor whon deliver-
ing his Speech to the Chaniber, when he
sard-—

““ But this means, at any rate for the
man on the land, higher cost of living in
most of Qu(\cnahnd than is entailed in
Southern countries for the same standard

of comfort, and, therclore, requires
every man’s mduahv to be more
remunerative.  The cure for lack of

amenities is no doubt closer settlement,
which brings with it improved roads and
othér communications, and more agree-
able social conditions.””

If you analyse that statement,
it 1s all right; but closer
question of degree. I live in an area which
s supposed in some parts to be closelr
settled, as every acre of good ground has
been selected under some form of tenure.
But the ¢ amenities’” to which I1is Excelleney
referred and the standard of comfort have
not been provided by the Government in the
form of education for the children and in
other directions. People cven in closely
settled areas have found it necessary to leave
their land and go away and join the big
numbers who are living in the cities at the
present {ime. The advisers of His Excel-
lency speak about the deficit of the year's
budget, and they go on to say—

vou will find
settlement is a

My advisers recognise the necessity
of continined economy. The Estimates for
thé current year are being prepared with
due regard to the exigencies of the
situation.”

{17 Jury.]
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The Premier finished up the last financial
year certainly with a smaller deficit than he
anticipated ; but you have got to realise that
he had & 1ecord revenue, and Queensland,
with a rising revenue year after year, is
showing a serics of deficits. When you take
mto consldemtxon that we are the only State
in the whole c¢f the Commonwealth which on
the 30th Junc last showed a deficit—all the
other Stater showed surpluses—then does it
not make us wonder whether the finances of
this State are being handled in the way that
they should be?

A GoverxuENT MEuBER: The clectors must
have been satisfied.

Mr. VOWLES: They were not satisfied.
You have got to judge a Government on its
finances. Kvery other Government in the
Commonwealth was able to carry on with a
credit balance. Queen«land was the only one
with a deficit. It sefs one thinking, and one
1s rather apt to ask himself what is the reason.
Is it_good business management? Is it sane
administration; or 1s it the fact that we are
(*ontlnumﬂ e\pcrlmental legislation, going in
for business which is not an mdmaw good
business risk? Knowing these things to be
failures, we are perpetuating them and accu-
mulating deficits when an ordinary business
man would cut them out. Now Queensland
has added to its deficits £184,979, whereas New
South Wales has a surplus of £803,000; Vic-
toria one of £50,000; South Australia one of
£11,000; Western Australia one of £225,000;
the Commonwealth one of £1,265,158;
and New Zecaland one of £1,315,683.
Queecnsland—the one State which is experi-
menting—is the Cinderclla State as far as
finances are concerned. It is up to the
Premier and Treasurer to go slow in this

matter, and study our financial

{5 p.m.] position, realising that we have

a large accumulation of deficits
and large loans which are maturing, and
which have to be renewed very shortly.

Just Immediately prior to the general
clection T noticed from the public Press that
the Tressurer was seclling bonds over the
counter at the Treasury. Huge sums of
micney were being invested by companies in
the South, and the hon. gentleman gave It
out to the public that we were in a pros-
perous conaition and that our securities
were bmng sought after. But he did not tell
the people that he was offering at that very
time a higher rate of interest than any of
the other States, and that people were
taking the bonds because they were a gilt-
edged security, and as a pure matter of
business. because they were getting a higher
rate of interest, and the bonds wore free of
income tax as well. The Premier was not
playing the game to the Commonwcalth
when he was selling these Treasury bonds
at a high rate. He was creating a fictitious
value for mouey. and, when the Common-
wealth loan was ﬂoated, it was not fully
subseribed, and the Commonwealth, of which
we are members and have to do the paying,
is being penalised because a high rate of
interest is being required. I venture to say
{hat we are going to get it in the back of
the neck when the time comes to remew our
loans. We have established what we con-
sider is a fair rate for our money, and it
will be a very bigh rate—as much, plobably,
as 2 per cent more than the money we have
borlowed has cost on the average—that we
shall haro to pay when we come to renew

My, Vowles.]
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our loans. We are up against this increased
interest bill merely from the fact that our
¢wn Treasurer came into the market, and
for electioncering purposes—he was short of
cash and had to carry on important works
at clection time—created a high value, and we
are going to be kept up to that value in the
future.

I heard somcbody the other night make a
remark which, if 1t was not parliamentary,
at any ratc was very expressive; he referred
to someone talking about ‘¢ stinking fish.”
During the clection there was a report of a
speech of Mr. W. Cooper, the hon. member
for Rosewood, in the Brisbane * Courier”
of 16th April, and which has never been
contradicted. These gentlemen on the other
side who speak about ¢ stinking fish"—1
have heard them very often referred to as
the ‘“ Stinking TFish party”’—probably will
be able to explain what actuated Mr. Cooper
to make these remarks. The report says

“Mr. Cooper asserted that in being
practically bankrupt the present Govern-
ment was in no different position to any
other Government in the world at the
present time.”

Did you ever hear any member on this side
of the House say that Qucensland was bank-
rupt, or practically bankrupt?

GOVERNMENT MewBeRS : Yes !

Mr. VOWLES: It is a regrettable thing
when a man, who is coming before the public
as a member of the recent Parliament and
sccking their suffrages for the future, gets
up and tells the people straight out that
Queensland is practically bankrupt. Prob-
ably he is in the know; he is a member of
ihe Government party, and has inside know-
Iedge which perhaps the Opposition have not.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He may
rot have said that,
Mr. VOWLES: The report has been

referred to on many occasions, and it has
never been contradicted.

Mr. BULCOOK :

Mr. VOWLES: I proposc to go a little
further in regard to that speech. It brings
to my mind certain statements which were
made in this House during last session in
rex pect to the Commission which was respon-
sible for the Government being returned at
the last general election—thas Commission
which altered the boundaries of the eclee-
torates, and, when we referred to it, we were
told we were taking an unfair advantage of
irdividuals by attacking them when they
had no opportunity of replying. At the time
it was suggested, to use a sporting term,
that they were in the bag,’” and were
doing what they were told to do, and, when
that suggestion was made here, the Premier
rose in high dudgeon and asked us was it a
manly thing to make such a suggestion.
Lot us hoar what My, W. Cooper had to say
on the matter. This is what he said—

¢“'The elimination of certain electorates
was done so as to give greater repre-
sentation to the metropolitan areas, and
the fact that no Soclalist clectorates
were cut out was to be accounted for by
reason of the fact that it was not natural
for any Government to reduce its own
strength in the country.”

‘What a commentary that is on the honour
and integrity of the men who composed

[Mr. Vowles.

Such is fame.
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that Commission! And what a charge
against the Government by onc of their own
followers when he tells you, It was not
natural for any (Government to reduce its
own strength in the country.” We heard
so much about that Commissicn during the
last session that I would not have referred
to that statement to-day were it not for the
fact that it is not the creation cf any member
on this side of the Chamber; it is not a
fabrication. It is a dircet statemeni made
to his own electors by Jono hon. member
who, presumably, is “in  the know,”
hecause the boundaries of the clectorate of
Rosewood were altered very materially, and
a very large industrial vote was taken away
from the Ipswich electorate and placed in
Rosewood.

Now, getting back to the Spuech:

GovERNMENT MrEMBERS: Hear, hear; and
[anughter.

OrrosrrroN Mrampers: You don’t like it

3Mr. VOWLES: There are some matters
which are foreshadowed in the Specch which
I trust this time will see the light of day.
High up on the list I notice “there s a
frorestry Bill. I sincerely trust we are going
to have forestry IOQIS;atlon in Quecensland.
Quite recently I was asked to bring a local
matter before the Premier. It was in the
nature of relief work for the =clectors in
the Jandowaie district. 1 was asked to
bring this matter before the Premier as a
velfef matter, because the people in that
district have suffered very, very severely
as a result of the drought “which ‘still exists
in that district, and in some other districts.
There seems to he a feeling abroad in the
city that the drought has brcken. I wish
to goodness I could say that that was so.
But I can assure hon. members that the
drought to-day in the Dalby distriet and
districts adjoining is worse than it was in
1902.

The position, so far as the selectors in
these districts are concerned, is that in many
cases they have lost the whole of the stock
cn their dairy farms. They are honourable
people who do not want to take rations;
they want work. I asked the Premier—and
I regret to say that I have had no reply yet
—to provide them with relief work in build-
g an extension of the present Jandowaie
Railway to what is known as the Forty-five
Mile peg out in a forest where some of the
best timber in Queensland is growing.

M. BCULCOCK :
torate?

My, VOWLES: It is in my electorate,
and close handy to a mill, which is in a
suitable quarter for rallway pulpOSOS What
I have asked, and still ask, members of the
Cabinet to consider—more particularly the
Secretary for Railways—is that the Com-
missioner for Railways should consider this
line in the same way as he did the Chin-
chilla-Barakula line, and that he should work
it as a departmental line for the benefit of
the timber which he is going to get for his
own purposes and for the purposes of the
general publie. I am told that there ave
80,000,000 feet of hardwood there suitable
for anv purpose at all. Beside that, there
are other timbers in huge quantities. If
that line were constructed—and it is a line
which could be put down at a minimum of
cost—it would serve a treble purpose. It

Is this in your own elec-
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would give those selectors a light line, which
would suit their purpose so far as their
creami and other produce are concerned.
The people were promised this line fourteen
vears ago. It would give them relief work
i the meantime, and help to maintain
themselves and their families, and open up
those vast areas of land which must sooner
or later be opened up, and it will be of
great advantage to the Railway Departmont
in particular.

I wish to refer to another little matter
which affects my own electorate. It is only
when we have a drought that the urgent
necessity for some communication between
the Northern Downs and the Burnett dis-
trict is brought home to the people who live
on the Northern Downs. In ordinary times
maize which is grown at Kingaroy has to be
brought all the way round by Theebine to
Brisbane, thence to Toowoomba, and then
to Dalby, and when 1t is landed at Dalby
the freight is more than the maize is worth.
We have asked the present Government to
consider that matter, and it has gone so far
that the Public Works C(ommission has
reported favourably on a connection between
Bell, in my district, and Boouene, which is
across the range, in the electorate of the
hon. member for Nanango. During the elcc-
tion my opponent, who was %tandmw in the
interests of the Government, made the open
declaration that he had the authority of the
Premicr for the statement—and I believe
the Premicr himself has confirmed it—that
one of the first lines in the country districts
to which they would pay attention would be
that connection, and that it would be made
almost immediately. I regret to say nhow
the election is over, and things did not turn
out as the Government or their nominee
expected, the further consideration of this
matter has been deferred for another twelve
months. The number of stock which have
been lost during this dry spell. which could
have been brought across country if there
had been railway communication between
those two points, would have paid for the
cost of construction.

The hon. member for Mitchell spoke about
resumptions this afternoon, and I could not
help thinking that the Government should
remember that there are arcas of land in the
Burnett district, in the Nanango clectorate,
and South RBurnett, and in the nrorthern
portion of my electorate adjoining the Bunya
Mountains, now used for grazing purposes,
and cmlnontlv suited for agriculture. Where
this extension is b(}lnﬂ‘ asked for there are
about 180,000 acres of h10h—cla s agricultural
land, which at present is being held under
grazing tenure, some of which falls in
this year, and the balance next year and the
following vear, so everszthing is favourable
for going straight ahead with that railway.

Mr. CarTer: You are working the pump
handle.

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a matter of the
pump handle. If the hon. member will read
the evidence taken before the Public Works
Commission, he will see that it does not
refer most to Dalby. It will certainly
materially benefit the town of Dalby, but
it is the stock-owners from Roma and St.
George right down below the extension of
the proposed Tara line who will be able to
utilise 1t and save their stock in. times of
drought at a minimum of cost.

I will not continue very much further.

7 Jury.]
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I did not intend to say as much as I have
done when I got up, because, like the
majority of speakers, I am a Dittle weak as
the vesult of influcnza. I notice that most
of the measurcs that are coming forward arc
in the interesti—or suppowxedly so—of the
man on the land. We have seen that before,
but we have always found that, when we got
the legislation before us, there were certain
things which were very desirable in it, but
there was also tacked on to it something
which was not wanted. When we see the
varvious Bills during the session, I hope we
shall find that the Government have a
straight-out boni fide desire to do what they
told the electors they propased, and that the
legislation is not going to be Toaded like it
was in the past.

Mr. Kirwan: Did you mnot publish a
column advertisement in the ¢ Daily Mail,””
saying that you would support the Pumar)
Producers Bill?

Mr. VOWLES: The
sard 7’ will show what
Primary Producers Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No one
who read your specch in ¢ Hansard”™
understands where you stood.

Mr. VOWLES: What I said was on behalf
of the Opposition as its leader at the time.
I told the Government that it was our
intention to support the Bill, and to make
it better, if possible. Surely there is noth-
ing that you cannot understand in a state-
ment such as that. At a later stage, when
an amendment was moved to defer the con-
sideration of the Bill, I said, on behalf of
the Country party, that we did not propose
to support the amendment. The records will
show that I, and many members of the
Country party, voted with the Government.
Does the hon. member say that is not sup-
porting the Bill? When we got inte Com-
mittee we showed the Minister, who is inter-
jecting, that he did not know anything about
his own Bill, and we made a Bill of it for
him. It is the only time on record where
we brought twenty-three amendments for-
ward, nineteen of which were accepted, yet
the hon. gentleman has the temerity to turn
round and say that we were pretending we
were out to support the Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE :
say that.

Mr. VOWLES:

“ Han-
the

records of
we did with

I did not

I would advise the hon.
member for Brisbane to look up ¢ Han-
sard ” for last session, page 364, where he
will find my speech, and he will see thas
we kept to our undertaking with the Go-
vernment.

Mr. Kirwan: I will get a few extracts
from your speech.

Mr. VOWLES: We supported the measure
and made it a better measure, and if any-
body can claim any good that is to be got
out of it it is not the Government, because
it was contributed to by cvery hon. member
in the Ohamber. If there was one member
in the Assembly who did not know anything
about the Bill or its contents, it was the hon,
gentleman who was in charge of it. (Go-
vernment laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I desire to con-

gratulate the Governor on his nice little
Opening Speech, and, before proceeding

with my general remarks, I desire also ta
congratulate the hon. member for Warregs

Mr. Morgan.]
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upon his prospective appointment to the
Land Court. (Hear, hear!) I have had &
great deal to do with the Department of
Public Lands during the last few years, and
I can say that, as Secretary for Publi¢ Lands,
the hon.  gentleman has shown himself
generally sympathetic towards the man on
the land, although, unfortunately, the land
laws of Queecusland are often very drastic
and have prevented him from using his own
judgment and displaying that sympathy
which he would otherwise have been able to
exercise. I feel sure that, as a judge of vhe
Land Court, the experience he possosscs of
the trials and tribulations of the man in the
country will lead him to be sympathetic in
gealing with the matters that comc before
yim,

There is one clause in the Governoi’s
Spaech vwhich I desire to quote—

number of important industries
have suffered severely from drought
conditions, and, owing to the unre-

munerative prices which are ruling for

certain products in the world’s mavkets,

others arc labouring under disabilities.”
But the Speech does not contain any sug-
gestion for remedying these things. 1 cer-
tainly think that, knowing as the; do that
some very important industries in Queens-
land are “ down and out,” it 'is the duty of
the Government to move in the divection of
trying to bring about a more satisfactory
state of affairs. What have the Governmeil
done to try to place the cattle industry, for
instance, on a more solid foundation?

Mr. CartER: What have the cattle people
done for themselves?
Mr. MORGAN: The cattle people are

endeavouring to do all that it is possible
for them to do, but, without the sympathy
and assistance of the Government, they can
do nothing. The Government have ithe
power to do; the cattle pcople have the right
to suggest what they shall do. They have
made their suggestions, and they are
endeavouring to right the industry, but the
Government are not showing that sympathy
with the industry which thecy ought.

Mr. Hyxes: They have reduced railway
freights.
Mr. MORGAN: Does the hon. member

know that in 1914 railway freights were 60
per cent. lower than they were a few months
ago, before the Government made a redus-
tion? Certainly since then they have reduced
them by 30 per cent., but they are still much
higher than they were in 1914, when the
industry was flourishing.

Mr. Hynes: The freights in Victoria are
55 per cent. higher than they are here.

Mr. MORGAN: The cattle industry has
not suffered in Victoria, and the Victorian
cattle industry can well afford to payv higher
freights. In Victoria and right throughout
ths South the cattle producers were getting
twice the amount for their cattle that we
were getting, and to-day in Victoria they
are getting from £3 to £3 10+ per 100 lb.,
whilst we are getting from 125, 6d. to £‘.1
We could well afford, and we would not
object to pay, high freights if the prices
of our cattle were high.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LANDS:
suggestions do the cattle men make?

What

Mr. MORGAN: I have made scores of
ruggestions.

The SECRETARY FOR IPuUBLIC LANDS: The

industry has been a failure.

(Mr. Morgan.
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Mer. MORGAN: Not in Australia. The
cattle industry is not a failure in New South
Wales, Victoria, or South Australia, and
the unfmtunate part about it is that we in
Queensland have the finest fat cattle in
Australia.

The SeCRETARY ror PusLic LANDS: You do
not know what you are talking about.

Mr. MORGAN:
talking about.

The SECRETARY rorR PUBLIC LaANDS: Every
cattle man admits that they are too late in
maturing and they are badly bred.

My. MORGAN: I do not think the hon.
gentleman understood what I said. I said
that we had the finest fat cattle in Australia.
What State can produce better fat cattle
than Queensland? It is a well-known fact
that at shows in Brisbane Queensland pro-
duces the finest fat cattle of any State.

The SLCRETARY FOR PuBLIc LANDS:
do not mature carly enough.

Mr. MORGAN: We hdave been geiting
reports from Victoria, from every other
State, and from England, and we have as
early maturing cattle as they have in Vie-
toria and New South Wales.

The SECRETARY FoR PusLic LANDS: Bug
other places which compete with us overscas
have earlier maturing cattle.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon.
referring to Argeuntina, I
about 1go1+ina.. We have to look after
cur own markets. Why is it, simply because
we export 19 per cent. of our cattle, that 81
per cont. should be given away—not to the
gonsumer but to somcbody eclse? During the

ast two years the butchers of Brisbane have
bo_en buying the best of our fat cattle—that
is, their w eel\lv supplies—at an average from
¢2< 6d: to 15s. per 100 Ib. at Knoggera, or
14d. to 13d. a lb., with hide and by-products
given in. I (‘efv the State butcher shops
or the private shops to deny my statement.
But what have they been charging over the
counter? Who has bean getting the benefis
of those low prices? Ilow have the State
butcher shops made £200,000? By exploiting
both the producer and the consumier of stock !

OPPOSRITION MEMBERS :

Mr. MORGAN: And they have Dbeen
'1~sl~tod by the wrivate butchers of Queens-
land, who have made more money sinca the
State butcher shops have been i existence
than at any time duxxng the carrying on of
their busincss. That cannot be denied.

The Howe SecrReTary: What suggestion
have you to make?

Mr. MORGAN : I have a suggestion into
which I am putting my money. Within the
course of a day or two the people of Queens-
tand will be usked to support co- operative
meatworks, and until we get our co-operative
meatworks, so that we can control the profits
and give them back to the producer of
¢ nttle, I do not know what we can do.

The Hour SECRETARY: Why not acquire
one of the privately owned meatworks?

I do know what I am

They

member is
am not talking

Hear, hear!

Mr. MORGAN: There is one of the
privately controlled meatworks which has
been coining money—not mercly making

profits—I refer to Borthwicks.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
they organise their customers.

Because
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Kr. MORGAN: The rcason why the other
companies have not been making money is
that they work for three or four months
with perhaps a thousand cattle and’ expect
to make a season like that pay for a costly
staff and an interest bill of perhaps half a
million pounds on their works.

Mr. CarTER: You know they make more
than that.

Mr. MORGAN : If Borthwicks can do that,
why can they net do ity

Mr. CARTER: Why"do you not do it?
Mr. MORGAN: We are going to do it.

Mr. CartER: You
Government.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that I have said
that it is the duty of the (overnment to
assist us, but, unfortunately, we have not
had from the Government in the past that
help which they ought to give us. If the
G.overnment find us as cattle men only hop-
ping along, as it were, they should help us to
get along faster. Instead of that, they have
done nothing to assist the cattle men. They
have only made money out of the unfortunate
people engaged in that industry. Why did

the Government not reduce the

[5.30 p.m.} rentals on our cattle holdings ?

They increased the rentals by 50
per cent., 180 per cent., and 200 per cent.
when the industry was profitable, and we did
not complain.,  The moment the industry
ceased fo be profitable why did the Govern-
ment not come along and say, “We will
reduce your rentals during the depression’ ?
That weuld have been of some assistance to
us.  Why did the Government not reduce
our other taxation in the industry ¥

The TJoME SRCRETARY : Is it not a fact that
under your form of organisation you paid a
man £3.500 a year for political propaganda 7

are waiting for the

the

Mr. MORGAN: I am not connected with
that orgavisation. I wish now to deal with
the question of closer settlement in Queens-
land., I am going to deal with the matter
from a non-party point of view. I recognise
that this Government will be in power for
three years, and evidently there is going to
be a considerable arca of land thrown open
for settlement during that period. I havo
had experience of land scttlement in this and
other Btatos. In my electorate there are
large and important areas of land that are
going to be resumed for closer settlement.
I do mnot in any way find fault with the
Government for resuming that land. It is
the policy of the Country party to resume
land, both freehold and leaschold, along the
existing railways., If we had been on the
Government benches we would have resumed
land for the purposes of closer settloment
along the existing railways. We would have
resumed only the land which was suitable for
that purpose. The land in my electorate to
be resumed to which I vefer is in the
Goondiwindi district—Welltown, Callandoon,
and other holdings—both leaschold and free.
hold. If you look at the records of the
Department of Public Lands for the last
tweonty years, you will find that, no matter
what Government have been in power, gener-
ally specaking, every resumption, whether of
freechold or leasehold land, has proved a
failure. There may be isolated instances
where holdings have been successfully
resumed, but, generally speaking, the resump-
tions have been a failure, and the people who

1923—r
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have been placed upon those lands have not
had a fair opportunity of making a living.

Mr. Buncock : They paid too much for
them.

Mr. MORGAN: Iixactly. I do not know
whether the officials of the Department of
Public Lands or the Ministers were to blame,
or whether pressure was brought to bear on
the Ministers; but, unfortunately, in almost
every case the failure of the resumptions has
been broughs$ about by the fact that the areas
for settlement were too small.

Mr. Corring : These resumpilons were made
when the hou. gentleman sat behind the
Government,

Mr. MORGAN: I am trying to deal with
this matter from a non-party point of view.
We know that in the Goondiwindi district,
one of the finest wool arcas in Ausiralia is
going to bo resumed. The wool grown on
Welltown is equal to wool grown in any part
of Australia. If that land is to be utilised
for any other purpose than producing weol,
it will not be a success. It is at the present
time prodecing a commodity that returns the
greatest possible value.  Australia produces
60 per cent. of the {ine wools of the world.
We have a monopoly in that respect. That is
the only commodity that Australia produces
with which we can dictate to other parts of
the world. With organisation we can, if we
s0 desire, dictate to the rest of the world.
We can tell the rest of the sorld just what
they will have to pay for our wool. If the
Governmeant are going to cut up the Well-
town avea Into 1,280-acre blocks, which areas
arc only suitable for dairying and agricul-
tural purposea it is going to mean ruin to
the district and to the pecple on that land.
That land cannot be put to a better use than
woolgrowing. I hope the Minister will sce
when 1t is resumed that it is not cut up into
smaller arcas than 5,000-acre blocks.

The SecreraRY vor PebrLic Laxps: Why
should you want 5,000 acres to grow wheat?

Mr. MORGAN: The land is not suitable
for wheatgrowing. It is only suitable for
woolgrowing., If it is put to any other uso,
then a great injury is going to be done to
Quecnsland and Australia. It produces the
finest wool in Australia, and you arc going
to make a mistake if wou are going to allow
the land to be used for agricultural, dairy-
ing, or wheatgrowing purposes. It is not
suitable for tliose purposes. If it was suit-
able for dairying, the amount of money that
could be obtained from that land for butter
would be vastly exceeded by the amount of
money that could be obtained for wool. If
vou endeavour to use the Goondiwindi coun-
try to produce wheat or butter when the fand
is suitable for wool only, you are going to
do an injury to the revenue of Queensland.
The land will grow good wool. It will grow
nothing more profitably, Let me take the
caso of a grazier in a small way with 2,000
sheep. He can make a decent living with
2,000 sheep. In good scasons probably the
country will carry a sheep to the acre, kut
you must take the adverse seasons into cou-
sideration also. To run 2,000 sheep in season
and out of season it is necessary to have
5,000 acres. It is far better to have fifty
men on that country who can make a decent
living, pay their way, and educate their
children in the way they should be educated,
meet their bills to the storekceper as well as
to the Government, than to have 100 men
who are continually going to the Government

Ao Morgan.]
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asking for their rentals to be reduced to
enable them to pay their storekeeper, meet
other liabilities, and give to their kiddies the
education that they deserve. What are the
Government going to do? For the sake of
putting a number of men on small areas, are
they going to turn away from the preduction
of wool, for which that land is eminently
suitable, and which is practically the only
thing that particular locality is suitable for?
The Secrerary ror Praric Lanps: Does the
hon. genileman say that the Goondiwindi
land is not suitable for wheatgrowing?

Mr. MORGAN: It is not suitable. A
great part of this land that is proposed to
be resumed is subject fo periodical flooding.
_ The SecreTary For PubLic Laxps: Some of
it is. Is not some of it good wheat land?

Mr. MORGAN: There may be some areas
on the high ground suitable for wheat-
growing; but, if you cut this land up into
5,000-acre blocks for the purpose of growing
Wool it is necessary to have some high land
to which sheep can be shifted in time of
flood. If you had a wheat crop 2 feet or
% feet high. and the McIntyre River over-
flowed, all those crops would be covered, and
would be washed away. If you get proper
warning, you can shift sheep. Wheat can be
grown in some parts of the Goondiwindi
district, but, generally speaking, it is not a
profitable crop to grow. :

The SEcrETARY FOR F'UBLIC LaNDS:
time of the year do the floods occur?

Mr. MORGAN: The floods occur at all
times. 'Two years ago they had three floods
within eight or ten weeks at Goondiwindi.
That was in July. Generally speaking, the
floods come in the summer season. I would
advise the Minister, before anything definite
is decided upon, to create a board in the
Goondiwindi, Maranoa, or other district in
which it is preposed to resume the land.

The SecreTaRY TFOR PubLic Lawnps: The
trouble witk local boards is that they are
just as likely to be jaundiced as anybody
else.

Mr. MORGAN: My idea of the creation
of a local board is that you would, first of
all, appoint a man in a pa1t1cula1 district
who has been a successful grazier, one who
understands the business from A to Z, and
not a man who has been spoon-fed; then
pick for your next member of the board a

What

member of Parliament—a man who has
engaged in mixed farming.
The SecrETARY ¥OR PusLic Lanps: I have

already had brought under my notice the
cases of some big men who have urged the
throwing open of these small areas so that
they would be able to purchase them.

Mr. MORGAN: In addition to your prac-
tical grazier and practical farmer 1 would,
as the third member, appoint your Land
Commissioner.  These men should be an
advisory board. They should be instructed
to go over the land, take evidence if neces-
#ary, and then advise the Government for
what purpose the land should be opened.

The SecreTary vor PusLic Laxps: The
main thing is, what should be the size of
agricultur al farms or pastoral areas.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes.

The SecreTARY FOR Prpnic Laxns: I have
a pretty good knowledge mysclf of what is
a living arca. That_is, outside of whether
ih i3 pastmal or agrlcultulal land. That is
where all the trouble has arisen.

[(Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN : Don’t you think that a
local board created in the locality is best
suited to determine that? They would take
evidence, inspect the land, and then advise
the hon. gentleman whether it is suitable for
pastoral or agricultural purposes.

The SwkcreTaRY FOR PrBLic Laxps: We
won’t make the mistake in the case of

pastoral lands of cutting up the land inte

tos small areas.

Mr. MORGAN: The Government should
adopt the policy straight away not to open
any land for selection until permanent

water is first placed upon it. If there is no
water on the land proposed to be thrown
cpen: for selection, the Government, through
its Water Supply Department, should make
that provision by sinking a bore, locking
the crecks, or making tanks. My idea 1is.
that, if it was intended to open up land for
sclection as an agricultural farm under per-
petual lease—although I do mot believe in
that tenure—at a rental of 10s. per acre
without any surface water, and the cost of
obtaining water was 3s. per acre, it would
be more in the interests of the country and
the selector if selection was deferred until
that water was secured and then open the
land to selection at the original rental plus
the cost of obtaining water. The Govern-
ment then would rececive inferest on its out-
lay over a period of ninety-nine years. You
are then putting the interest on to the
selections, and offering the selector a block
of land on which he might possibly make a
living.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
not going to do it that way: but by another
way which will have the same result. The
land will have the cost of obtaining water
charged against it, either individually or
collectively.

Mr. MORGAN : T am not particular as to
the method of distributing the costs, so long
as the water supply offered is suflicient for
the block. If there is a selector to-day who

I am

has not a water supply sufficient for the
purpose of working his land, I think the
Governmment should, on ap])hgation, endea-

vour to olitain that water in_accordance
with the plans and specifications of its
officers and add the cost to the rental.

The SecreTARY FOR PrUBLIC Laxps: We are
going to do that, even on land that has
already been settled.

Mr. MORGAN: I am glad to hear that
statemnent. That is what I have advocated
for years, and what I advocated right
throughout the election.

Mr. They have

Mr. MORGAN: I also wish to deal with
another matter that is of vital importance—
that is, the condition of a number of selectors
throughout Queensland who are down and
out. It is no use saying one thing and
meaning  another. The unfortunate men
have got nothing. Some of these men owe
the Government two or three years rent.
T quite appreciate what the hon. member
for Dalby has said—that the drought has
net broken. As soon as a shower or fifty
points of rain falls in the western districts
that are affected by a drought, the metro-
politan Press come out with black head-
lines, ‘ Drought broken,” and people
believe it has broken. Those in the drought-
affected areas are suffering severely to-day,
and have done so for the last twelve months,

CIOSTELLO : all our poliey.
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We have had some relief rain, but not suffi-
cient. I want the Secretary for Public
Lands to listen to this. If the drought were
to break to-morrow, the selectors would be
unable to go back and work their selections
if the Government immediately asked them
to meet their back rents. Any cattle or
stock which they had saved would have to
be sold to meet those liabilities, and they
would be left without any stock. Would
it not be better if the Government capitalised
that rent and spread it over the remaining
term of the lease?

The SecreTaRY TOorR Pubric Lanxps: There
is a limit to extending the capitalisation.

Mr. MORGAN: I quite realise that.
Supposing a man owed £20 in rent, instead
of calling upon him to pay that amount
at once I would suggest, if the lease had a
further twenty years to run, that the £20
be spread over that period, which would
mean he would be called upon to pay £1
a year more. He could then meet that
liability.

The SECRETARY FOR- PUBLIc LanDs: I find
already that the rental question is not a
very important factor in the success or non-
success of carrying on on the land.

Mr. MORGAN: Land rental may not be
a very important factor in good seasons, but
if the seasons happen to be adverse, and he
gets two or three years in arrears, it is a
very important factor.

The SecrErsary ror Prsric Laxps: The
want of water is a very much more impor-
tant factor.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that. I am
dealing with those unfortunate people who
have got behind, and who are behind to-day
and are not able to meet their responsibili-
ties. I appeal to the Secretary for Public
Lands to try and make some amendment to
the Act to provide that, where in his judg-
ment these men arve deserving of some assist-
ance, he can capitalise the back rental, and
by so doing cnable these men to carry on
and make a living. The Government by this
method would not lose anything, and these
men would be kept on the land.

The PreMIER: Would not any sane Go-
vernment do that?

Mr. MORGAN: I am asking the Govern-
ment to do that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
is a limit to writing off.

Mr. MORGAN: I do not believe in writ-
ing off. T awm not asking you to write off
any arrcars of rental, but to capitalise the
arrcars and add them on to the remaining
term of the lease—ten, twenty, or thirty
yvears, whatever it may be. I also wish to
point out in connection with matters apper-
taining to land that the Government should
offer liberal terms to convert those lands
which are not being used as such now into
sheep country. In Queensland a great arca
of laad eminently suitable for raising sheep
is still being used for cattle purposes, and
if something is done in the nature I suggest
the desired end might be brought about.

T also wish to refer to the promises made
by the Premier during the election ecam-
paign. While the hon. gentleman was in
my electorate he made promises to the
people there that, if returned, the Govern-
ment would spend about £1,000,000. I
remember the condition attached to the ful-
filment of those promises was the retucn of

There
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the Government. I am very doubtful, ncw
that he has been returned, whether he will
fulfil them.

The PREMIER:
promise ?

&r. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman
made that promise in his speeches right
from the time he entered my electorate at
Chinchilla $ill he reached Yeulba at the
other side. The hon. gentleman promised
that, if returned, where it was necessary to
lock a creek he would do so, or where it was
necessary to put down artesian bores he
would sec that they were put down. All
those promises were made on the under-
standing  that the Government were
returned.

The PrEMizr: I remember one request I
had was to declare an open season for
opossums in order to give relief to the
selectors in that district. B

Mr. MORGAN: And the reply the Pre-
mier gave was that he would not. The
Government intended to open the opossum
season, and I knew i, and I told a great
number of people so, and that the Govern-
ment did not want to open the opossum
scason until after the elections, because, if
they did so, a great number of their sup-
porters would get away into the bush and
would not record their votes. They made
use of the opossum to get their votes, and
after they got their votes they opened the
season.

A GoverxMeNT MEeEMBER: If theyv saved
their own skins they also saved the opos-
sum’s skin. (Laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN: The opening of the
opossum  season was very opporiune to a
great number of people in my electorate,
who were absolutely on the verge of starva-
tion, and, had the season not been opencd,
I do not know what would have happened.
The unfortunate thing is that the Govern-
ment would not open the opossum season
when they should have done in order to
give these men relief work. In my electorate
a great number of people wanted relief and
were hard up against it. It would afford

those people rvelief; yet the

[6 p.m.] ,Government will not go on with

that railway work. These people
are hard up against it. Because they do not
come in large numbers to Brisbane, create
a demonstration, rush the Government offices
—as the unemploved do here and cause a
disturbance with the police—the Govern-
ment ave not doing anything for them. I
ask the Premicr to initiate relief works in

Where did I make that

those localities. There is severe distress
there. I hope the Government will nog
penalise those unfortunate people. If the

clectorate was represented by a Labour man,
they would go on with relief work. I hope
they will recognise that the circumstances
are deserving of recognition. Railway work
was commenced on the Tara-Surat line
prior to the elections. I was very pleased at
that, notwithstanding that 1t was on the eve
of the election, and I congratulated the
Premier at the time for going on with the
construction of that line, Men who were
down and out, who did not know where the
next bag of sugar or flour was coming from,
wers afforded relief. But they were not on
more than a fortnight before an organiser
came along. He went around to those
workers and. demanded £2 from everyone
of them——

Mr., CorLins: £1 5s.
Mr. Morgan.]
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Mr. MORGAN: He demanded £2, and he
succeeded in getting it. I was told by one
of the secrctaries of the Workers' Political
Organisation that the organiser got that
money under false pretences. Anyhow, he
got it. The men were working only a fort-
night at the most, and had to pay up.
Other men who came with their swags were
given relief work, whilst many settlers
remained idle, The organiser told those
men that until they paid the £2 they could
rot have their names placed upon the call
roll. They paid the £2, although they were
not guarantced work, to have their names
placed on the ecall roll and to have their
chances considered when work was avail-
able. Some men had to borrow the money
from the storekeeper or the butcher in order
to pay 1he organiser of the Australian
Workers” Union the £2. The work was not
only started as relief work, but it was started
for pohtical purposes. ITowever, I again
congratulate the Premier for commencing
that work, notwithstanding the fact that it
might have been the mceans of my defeat,
and I hope he will continue the work. I
Lope the Government will link the line with
the rich grazing areas around St. George,
because, in my opinion, the St. George and
Surat districts should both Dbe served by
that line. It will become oune of the chief
lines in Qucensland and will open up rich
grazing lands. It is the most direct route
to both these important ceutres, and I hope
that fact ~ill be remembered, and that the
construction of the line will not cease until
it reaches both Surat and St. George.

I want to refer to another matter, and that
is that the game was not played in that
locality at the elections. Whether the officers
connected with the construction of the line
had instructions from the Government I do
not know, but this is what happened.
Although the Baturday on which the election
took place was a public holiday, the men
engaged on that line—the greater part of
them settlers who would have left on Friday
night and spent Saturday and Sunday at
home—were told that, if they did not attend
the roll call on the Saturday morning, and
voted anywhere else, they would be dis-
missed on Mouday morning.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE :
told them that?

Mr., MORGAN: They were told that by
the organiser. The roll was called on the
Saturday morning, and those men, after
answering the roll call, were marched down
to the polling place like a regiment of
soldiers to register their votes. (Government
dissent.) They were prevented- from voting
elsewhere because they were afraid of losing
their jobs. I know what I am talking
about, boc.auso my son was sent to that parti-
cular polling place to act as my scrutineer.
He addressed the men and told them that
he was surprised to think that men who had
fought for the liberty of the country should
sllow themselves to be marched like a regi-
ment of soldiers up to the polling booth.

Mr. Corrins: You got a bad vote there.

Mr. MORGAN: T got a bad vote there
because those men were informed that it
would be known how every one of them
voted, and, if they voted against the Labour
Government, they were going to be dismissed
on Monday morning. They told both my
sor. and rayself that they considered their
wives and familics of more importance to
them than recording a vote for me. They

[Mr. Morgan.
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were down and out, and I could not say
anything st all against them. That is what
bhappened in my electorate, and there is no
denying the fact. I have evidence

The SecrReTARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS:
is it?

Mr. MORGAN : It is the evidence of my
own son and of myself. At any rate, I am
naking the statement publicly, and I say
that that was not a fair thing to do. It
drd pot make any difference, but I think
[ would be doing a wrong to my district if
I did not cxpose the tactics that were used
il connection with that particular matter.

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTURE: Did the
men complain?

Mr. MORGAN: They complained to my
son and to myself. "Yhey would have gone
away to their homes, where they could have
voted as they liked. Again, when the
returning officer was gumming down the
veting papers, it was lound that nine out
of ten lLad not sufficient gum, and the
rcturning officer had to get out some gum
to make the adhesion satisfactory. The men
saw this, and they told me that their votes
ould be rccognised, as there was not suffi-
cient gum on the ballot-papers. That was
true. and ! suppose it can be verified in every
other district.

Mr. RIORDAN (Purke): 3Mr. Speaker,
1 wish wgain to congratulate you on your
appointrent to the high office of Speaker

Where

oi this Assembly without = conte-t. 1 ara
sure that during the last ses-
{7 p.m.] sion of Pariiament you cave

cach party in thi+ Ilousc a fair
go, and =ome hon. we nbers had a {ajver go
than they could have expected.

In regard to the loss of the ouglas
Mawson,” which tesk place in March of
this year, I want to offer my cordolences
to the reletives and friends of those who
were lost with that ship. No doubi those
who go to sea to help feed the people who
ave pioneering in the Gulf district deserve
cvery consideration, and one and alll T am
suro, decply regret the loss of the “ Douglas
Mawson.”

T desire also to congratulate the Sccre-
tary for Public Lands on his appointment
to one of the most important departments
in this State—the Lands Department. This
is a department that gives opportunities
to any voung man taking up politics as a
business. Our frieads.on the other side
often refer to members on this side as pro-
fessional politicians, and we are quite pre-
pared to accept that designation. Members
who do not make a profession of politics
in this &tate arve not going to get very far.

GOovERNMENT MuMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: If we are paid to carry
o the business of this State, we should
attend to our duties and devote the whole
of our time to the job we arc pdid to do,
and not be conducting two or three sccond-
hand businesses in Queen strect. (Laugh-
ter.)

“ D

1 had no intention to speak on the
Address in Reply, but the hon. member
for Murilla has raised one or two very

important questions that deserve the very
serions consideration of this  Assembly.
The hon member referred to the pastoral
industryv. At the present time there is a
great slump in the pastoral industry. It
is practically “ down and out.”” Men engaged
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in that industry at the present time have
no market for their stock, and io-day are
nct in a position to meet their obligations
to the State or to anyone else. Unlike the
hon. member for Murilla, T am not going
to blame the Government for the position
the cattle-growers of this State find them-
selves in.  The cattle-grower himsclf is
just as responsible, and probably more so,
than any other person in Quecnsland. If
there is one fellow who makss the “ going
good” when the market is good, it is the
cattle man, and during the last seven or
cight years he has been having a grest feast,
and common or ordinary beer wis not good
crough for him. He made the champagne
flow while the going was good, and to-day he
wants somebody else to carry the burden for
him. The question of what the cattleman
has done during the last cight vears is not
what we should take into consideration heve
to-night. " The position in regard to this
industry, as I saidl at the outzet of my
remarks. descrves serious consideration, as it
15 one of the most important industries in
Queensland.  The market difficulty will bLe
;ﬂ:}duccd as a cause of the present position.
Lhere are many causzes, and the market diffi-
culty is one of them. T admit that theve are
2o sales oversea on account of competition
tvom the Argentina meat conpanies, No
cdoubt Argentina is putting a better article on
the maricet than Queensland has beon doing.
We all know the position of the meat industry
at the cessation of the war. Our meat had
been kept in the cold stores during the war,
and, when Tl}e war finished, it was not fit
for consamption. Tt would have paid the
meat industry at the cessation of the war to
duvmp all meat on hand in London at the
time, and stari on a fresh basis. Australia
consumes 80 per cent. odd of her own produc-
tion of meat, and yet to-dav we find that the
cattle-grower iz unable to find a market even
for that 80 per cent. at a price that would
enable him to grow the cattle. I sav that the
consumer is paying the price that would
enable him to grow the cattle, but through
the lack of organisation. he is suffering
through the middleman coming in and getting
what rightly belongs to the catile-grower. A%
the present time the judustry is asked to
carry a Meat Council. The Meat Couneil
have been operating for some considerable
time, aud. it T am not mistaken. the hon.
member for Murilla is a2 member of the Cloun-
cil. I want to know what the Meat Council
haz done since it has been established, That
13 a fair question, sceing that the hon.
member is asking the Government what they
have dorie. The Council say theyv are trving
to get 1he industry back to a solid and self-
supporting basis.  What action have they
taken? T notice that they are continually
mrking trip- to Melbourne and mecting theve
without much reswlt.  The Commonwealth
Government control a line of steamers. Has
the hon. member for Murilla. or have his
friends on the Meat Council, approached the
Commonwealth Government and asked them
to man their ships which are lving idle, and
to load them with beef and endeavour to find
a market for it?7 Have thev endeavoured to
get the Commonwealth to talke meat to the
London market to be sold in competition with
Argentina meat? According to pross reports,
the Council do not appear to have made anv
approach to the Commonwealth Governme-t
in that regard. They asked the Common-
wealth Government to subsidise the industry,
acd the worker to accept @ reduction of
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wages. The worker immediately accepted
a reduction, although, when the profits were
good in the industry, the workef only on one
occasion got an increase from the Meat Coun-
cil without having to fight the issue in the
Arbitration Court or take direct acrion. Yet,
as soon as the industry gets into a little
irouble, the Meat Council call upon the
people of the Commonwealth to support it by
way of subsidy. I think that our meat can
again be pust into the London market in com-
petition with the Argentina meat, if the
Commonwealth Government are prepared, by
way of subsidy, to man the Commonwealth
ships and take the meat to London.

I suppose that the cattle men are about
the worst organised body in the Common-
wealth. The extreme wing of the pas-
toralists during the last eight or nine years
has struck a levy of so much per 1,000 sheep
or per 100 cattle for the purpose of trying
to gratify the large leaseholders in their
desire to get on to the Treasury benches of
this State—that has been the whole object
beliind their organisaticn. The smaller men
were getting good prices, and were prepared
to contribute to any fund without making
any inquiry. The casec was not stated to
them. The only case they have had put to
them was that put by the paid Press, con-
trolled by the meat money in Brisbone.
During the last eight or mine years these
people have continually spent their money
in an effort to get on to these Treasury
beneches, with no cther idea in their minds
that that of obtaining an extension of leases
for the large pastoral leaseholder, and
squeezing out the small man.

A GOVERNMENT MEeMBER: It cost them a
few thousand pounds last year.

Mr. RIORDAN: Yes; we know how
desperate they were during the last session
when the Government had a majority of
only one. Knowing that they had faced the
clectors on two occasions, and that another
appeal to the peeple would be fatal unless
they could get into power by hook or by
crook before it tocok place, and pass a Bill
limiting the franchise, they tried every
possible means to defeat the Government.
Did theyv try to bring about their ends by
propaganda, and by letting the people know
all about it? No. They tried to do it by
brihing members of this Legislature, and
sceling them out in their homes in the dark
hours of the night. If they are getting
along well—making 40 per cont. or 50 per
cent.—no crime is too great for their class.

GoversMENT MEMBERS : Flear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: Now, I think the small
cattle man is getting wise to thos» who are
in receipt of £3,000 a vear, and is going to
make an cffort to organise himself in the
meat industry. He realises that individual
effort of the Edkins tvpe is never likely to
get the cattle industry or any other industry
anywhere, but that organised cffort by those
actually engaged in ecattle raizing is likely
to get them for their ecattle what they are
justly entitled to. The hon. member for
Murilla has told us that the cattle men are
unable to get more than 1d. or 14d. per lh.
in the markets here. but if you go to any
butcher shop vou will pay 6d. and right up
10d. per 1b. for your beef. Those figures
show that there is something wrong in the
distribution.

Mr. KErrR: Do you think that the Com-
missioner of Prices should fix the price?

Mr. Riordan.]
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Mr. RIORDAN: 0If the hon. member
gives notice of his question, I will answer it
to-morrow. (Laughter.) If the consumer
has to pay up to 10d. per Ib. for beef, then
the cattle man who is raising the cattle is
not getting a fair deal. -

‘Mr. Kprr: Why does the hon. gentleman
not advocate that in caucus?

. Mr. RIORDAN: My attitude in caucus is
Just the same as my attitude on the public
platform. If the hon. gentleman does things
in secret and with a simple mind, it is not
for me to discuss that matter. The Govern-
ment have endeavoured to do something to
assist the cattle industry. In 1922, Messrs.
Angliss and Kerr were very anxious to go
on with the erection of meatworks in the
Gulf country, where there are a million head
of cattle within a radius of 200 miles of
Karumba. They approached the Premier
and said they were prepared to establish
up-to-date meatworks at that place if the
Governmem were prepared to assist them.
‘The Premier told those people at the time
that, if they would evect an up-to-date plant
at Karumba, he would be prepared to assist
them on the pound for pound basis, or he
would go further, and, if they could find the
money to erect the works, he would put any-
thing up to £100,000 into the development of
the Norman River to enable boats to get up
to take the meat away. At that time Messrs,
Angliss and Kerr wers most eager and
most keen on that proposition, but there were
big interests in Townsville. The Americans
have large meatworks there, and the Q.M.E.
also have large meatworks there. Rither
pressure was brought to bear, or something
moved Messrs, Angliss and Kerr, and they
got cold feet in regard to the proposition,
and they were not prepared to go on with it.
Since then the smaller men have shown their
desire to establish smaller works, thinking
they could fnance the scheme, and thus
cnable them to get rid of their stock where
it 1s grown. During this season the Towns.
ville meatworks were offering 16s. per 100 1b.
for first-class beef and 192s. per 100 1b. for
second-class beef. The cattle have to travel
somewhere about 700 to 800 miles in being
removed from the Gulf into the Townsvilla
meatworks  During the droving trip and
the railing the catile lose anything ‘up to
1 cwt. in condition, which, in the case of a
first-class bullock, makes it a second-class
bullock on its arrival at the meatworks. The
droving and railway charges would cost any-
‘thing from 16: to 17s. per head to get those
cattle to the works. When the cattle-grower
gets his cheque for his bullocks, more than
likely he will be in debt as the vesult of his
first-class bullocks having to be graded as
second-class because of the condition they lost
in the drovirg and railing. The Govern.
ment promised to support canning works at
Normanton, on the pound for pound basis,
It was thought that the crection of the -works
would cost somewhere in tho vicinity of
£30,000. The Premier promised a company
Or any co-operative undertaking that, if they
liked to get the business, he would fnance
the scheme on a pound for pound basis up to
£15,000. The “Daily Mail” of 13th July
5ays—
“CanNing WoRKS.
“THE QULF SCHEME.
“ Government help.
“ Meat-canning works on a co-operative
basis are proposed for the Gulf country.
It is proposed to raise a capital of
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£60,000 to start the works, which will be
established at Karumba, at the mouth of
the Norman River. The State Govern-
ment has already promised assistance to
the extent of £15,000.

¢ Questioned on the subject yesterday,
the Premier (Mr. Theodore} said that a
larger advance was desired from the
Government by those behind the move-
ment. This request was now receiving
consideration.”

In regard to the request made to the
Government, I made a request to assist the
scheme on a pound for pound basis to the
extent of £60,000, and they were not clear
as to whether it was to be a purely co-
operative concern. They were not prepared
to take on that scheme. I made a further
request that the Government should increase
the capital to £20,000. This they have pro-
mised to do, but in doing so I am afraid
that two of the clauses in thelr agrecment
will make the condition of the industry at
present very difficult. The cattle men are
unable to put money in, and, in order to grt
their cattle treated by works there, they
would first have to find the money to take up
shares in the company. I am sorry that the
two last clauses in the letter received from
the Minister in charge of State Knterprises
will have a pretty bad effact on the decision
to establish these works. "As he states in the
last part—

“No part of such advance to be paid
to the company until the company has
to the satisfaction of the Government
evected buildings and installed the neces-
sary machinery and plant to the value

of £30,000.”

In regard to that, if the proposal, instead
of going to be a co-operative affair, was to
be a joint stock company, there would be no
great difficulty in raising the moucy. We
want to make the scheme a purely co-opera-
tive one, and issue to the cattle raizer his

- shares at a very reasonable price—one-third

on application and one-third on allotment,
payment to be made by deduction froin stock
when treated at the works. That was the
idea of the Governmeni to get these works
geing. The working capital required after
the works were erected could easily be
financed by the cattle-grower with his stock
oun thirty days’ sale. Under the stipulation
to find the money which I have just quoted
I think the scheme, as a co-operative one,
will be a very difficult proposition to those
who are desirous of establishing the works
there. 1 am not prepared to argue that
meatworks in the Gulf district would be u
23 per cent, proposition for investmeut, but
I am prepared to say that the undertaking
would be a profitable one. As stated by the
hon. member for Murilla, Borthwicks have
made a profit at their works. Littles, who
were prepared to handle all stock treated at
the canning works in the Gulf, have a
market, say they could get rid of the canned
meat, and the chilled meat could be taken
from the Gulf and put on the Victorian
market at a more reasonable figure than what
cattle brought from New Zealand fetch.
Their cost landed from New Zecaland is £45
per head. I venture to say that the cattle
raiser in the Gulf could put cattle on the
Victorian market at a more reasonable figure
than New Zealand, and give the consumer
his beef at a price more reasonable than he
has to pay to-day. I would be sorry to see
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any scheme such as this fall through because
of any hard-and-fast rule the Government
might impose. The Government should be
sympathetic. This proposal has to be looked
upon from the point of view of a develop-
mental policy. The Gulf has time after time
been promised assistance. Rents have been
collected from that area, and taxation im-
posed and collected ; and what has been spent
in return in the Gulf during thelast fifty years ?
Thirty years ago, when those people took
up land, we had a weekly boat service there
—a pretty decent service, To-day we have
"a monthly service to the Gulf. The Gulf has
gone back. The starting of an industry of
this kind will lead to some other industries
operating there. If the Government could
see their way to assist the cattle raiser to
this extent, his meat—which is to-day classed
as second-class when it goes into Townsville
meatworks—when killed where it is grown
would be worth 16s. per 100 lb. It loses 100 1b.
going to the Townsville works, which makes
it worth there only 12s. per 100 1b. He
would get the full weight in Normanton,
and the bullock would be worth anything up
1o 20s. to £2 more if killed where it is grown
instead of taking it to Townsville as is done
to-day.

There is another aspect from the grower’s
point of view that gives food for thought
to the cattle-raiser ihroughout Queensland.
If I took up a holding during the war
period, when breeders were selling at £6 per
head, and stocked up a place at that cost,
the place would be at once over-capitalised.
My rent would be fixed for ten years by
the Land Court. The position is changed
altogether. When I selected there I
selected under war conditions, under boom
prices. Immediately the prices come down,
what happens to all the men there? It is
impossible for them to purchase at £6 a
head and to se]l to-day at £3 or £4. If
the Government are not prepared to assist
further, the payments of vent in the Gulf
country should be waived for one year
to  small cattle-growers. I know that
every small man who has taken up land
there recerntly has been unable to sell any
of his stock, and I know the Secretary for
Public Lands has been generous with every
application that has come forward for an
extension of time without a penalty. He
has granted every request. some of them
being three or four years bLehind with their
rent.  When there is a recovery of the
market, it will take some time to make up
the back rent. As the Secretary for Public
Lands said tonight, the rent is only a
secondary consideration. If the industry is
flourishing nobody quibbles much about the
rent; it is a secondary consideration; but it
is a very big consideration when yon are
unable to get a market for your cattle and
are unable to mecet the rent due. If you
are holding the land and the Land Commis-
sioner forfeits it, you have no place to take
your few head of stock to. Now take cattle
railed to Townsville. Cattle sent from Boo-
marra, after being trcated at the works,
brought 24s. per head to a man who had
grown them. A week or so after he had
sent the cattle in he ordered a side of leather
from Townsville, and it cost him £5. When
he got the leather back he discovered on it
the brand of one of his bullocks. He got
only 24s. for the bullock; somebody tanned
the hide, and charged him £5 for it.

An Hoxovrase MEMBER: Why don’t you
vectify it?
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Mr. RIORDAN; Who were the men who
tried to rectify it by means of a political
levy on the cattle-raisers during the last
eight or nine years? I ask him what he has
done. I have made genuine efforts. I am
with the Government who granted an exten-
sion of time for payment without any penal-
ties. Who gave a reduction of 30 per cent.
oft the carriage of cattle? Did they race
around at the time when cattle were bring-
ing £13 or £14 per head to raise the wages
in the industry? No, they had to con-

test every inch of the ground

[7.20 p.m.] for any rise they got. My friends
. opposite ask me, “ What have I
done?’ I have made an effort to organise
the smaller cattle man to help himself. I
am not werrying about the class that keep
members opposite in Parliament—the class
of pastoralists that finds the election expenses
of my friends on the other side. These
people do not worry me, because they bought
in when the market was somewhere about
£1 a head, and if they sold their stock at
£5 a head they would be making a very
good profit. I am worrying about the man
who got land under this Government, and
who bought in when cattle were at a high
price.  That is the man I am moving for
to-night. There i1s a move on the part of
the Secretary for Public Lands to write
down the value of the soldier scttlements.
That is a very good idea. The soldier
settler got in at the same time as the man
for whom I am offering a plea here to-night.
I do not suppose that one pastoralist out of
ten would give me a vote, but I am not
prepared to see an industry worth millions
a year go to the wall simply because some-
body may not vote for me. I am not looking
at it from that point of view at all. The
establishment of canning works in the Gulf
country would mean the culling out of the
mongrel stock up there, and the introduction
of a better class of cattle.

Mr. WaLker: You cannot sell them in the
South.

Mr. RIORDAN: We are consuming over
80 per cent. of the beef, and we are charg-
ing the public up to 10d. a lb. for it. The
cahning works are showing a profit, and
only 20 per cent. of the beef is being canned.

Mr. WaLker: The canning works are not
working half-time.

Mr. RIORDAN : Borthwicks are working,
and one of your own supporters said Borth-
wicks were reaping a handsome profit—that
they were making a fortune out of the
industry. ;

Mr, WALKER: The canning people are not
working half time.

Mr. RIORDAN: Borthwicks work all the
year round. Reputable firms state that, if
works were established in the Gulf, they
could find a market. They have their
market organised, and, with the establish-
ment of these works in the Gulf, they could
dispose  of our meat. I have already
referred to cattle being imported from New
Zealand and sold at £45 a head. If we
killed our meat and sent it to Victoria, we
could put it on the market and sell to the .
consumer at a lesser price than that.

Mr. WaLKER: They won’t eat frozen meat.

Mr. RIORDAN: They will eat frozen
meat in preference to ¢ pulped ” beef—the
class of stuff they get from New Zcaland.
The handling of stock there is almost as
crude as the handling of stock on the rail-
ways in the Commonwealth. There has been

Mr. Riordan.]
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no consideration given to that phase of the
question.  To-day cattle for export are
railed in a most crude manner. From eight
to ten truckloads of cattle—somewhere about
200—are put into the one yard. They are
chased round by half a dozen men till they
get sixtcen or eighteen in a truck. Then
they close the truck up, and go through the
same performance again, This is repeated
for a couple of hours until the cattle are all
placed in the trucks, and the last few truck-
loads are so bruised and knocked about that
it is almost impossible to drag the cattle
into the trucks. The trucks should be filled
from the end of the train, which should
have a race right through, with doors in the
centre. There is no necessity to knock the
cattle about in the way they are at present.
Also showers could be placed on every
railway tank 1n Queensland, such as the
one placed by Mr. P. J. McDermott at
Alma-den. After the engine takes water the
shower is pulled over the train, the train
drawn up, and the shower goes over the
cattle. Four or five showers of that kind
on a hot day are as good as a drink of
water to the stock.

Mr. Moreax: We placed all that before
the Government over twelve months ago.

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member . has
not beqn here to listen to what I have said,
so I will go on with the business.

I am very pleased to see that the Govern-
ment are not adopting a system of camou-
flaged resumptions such as was advocated
by our friends during the elections, when
they said that the pastoralist was willing to
let go half his run if we gave him an exten-
sion for the other half. In my own elec-
torate alome, if the policy advocated by
hon. members oppesite had been adopted by
the Gevernment. we would have got 1,082
square miles, whereas there are 3,800 square
miles due for resumption, and the pastoralists
would have had the best of the deal for the
next five years {o the extent of 2,718 square
miles. I am very pleased to see that the
Government are making a test case in regard
to some of these resumptions, Some critics
say the right thing has not been done, but
the Government are takine these holdings,
and T cougratelate the Premier and the
Government on being courageous enough to
tackle this proposition.

Our opponents are continually criticising
the Governmoent for not making a success
of the railways. Tt will be impossible to
make our railways nay while we have these
targe holdings all along the Western rail-
ways, We have 500 miles of railway in the
West with a jopulation of 300 or 400. when
we ought to have 10,000 people scttled there.

GOVERNMENT MUMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. RIORDAN: What is the good of all
this camouflage? Hon. members opposite
are reeponsible for the position in which
this State finds itself to-day in regard to
closer settloment. Our railwars will never
pay under present conditions. The most
cheerful optimist could not expoct them to
pay unless a policy such as that suggested
by the Government is adopted, and the land
along the railway lines resumed for closer

settlement. I am very pleased to see that
the Government have started out in this
matter.

With regard to the suggestion for the
appointment of boards, the Secretary for
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Public Lands is in the best position to find
out the carrying capacity of the different
holdings and what is a living area. I
know good practical men who would give
information to the Secretary for Public
Lands in regard to the country around their
own little area. The settlers on these
10,000-acre  blocks will tell, without any
hesitation, what they are making off them.
One man in the Richmond district told me
that, after paying his taxes and rent on a
10,000-acre block, he was making a clear
£1,500 a year.
Mr. MorGAN: That is sheep country.

Mr. RIORDAN : It is sheep country. That
is what we arc rvesuming, and that is what
all the discussion is about now. Thag iz a
pretty fair guide, and I can see no necessity
for the appointment of boards. We have
heard the braying of the hon. member for
Knoggera in regard to land settlement. We
had him juggling with figures all the after-
ncon until he was practicaly snowed in and
did not know what he was talking about.

1 am very pleased to be able to congratu-
late the Minister and the Government in
putting the Water Supply Departinent under
the same head as the Land Settlement
Iivanch. Tt is most necessary that water
should be provided on any land before any
effort is made to put people on to it, and by
the sinking of bores in suitable leocalities,
three ov four of these selections could be
watered from the one bore.

The Government’s policy in regard to dog
retting is another matter that is worthy of
scrious vonsideration.

We know that on the plains around Mara-
thon the dingo will not come in until starved.
From the thickly timbered country and along
the river the dingo is ereeping in and eating
most of the selectors out on that boundary.
As an instance of that, one sélector’s lambirg
has dropped from 70 to 30 per cent. this year,
and his =heep have gradually gone back., In
regard to back rent, I am sure that the Go-
vernment. as one of the landlerds in regard
to land settlement, are not going to be too
hard on those sclectors for their back rentals,
and, when the time arrives for repayment.
will give favourable consideration to the
matter and make the repaymen? as easy as
rossible. Nobody knows that that will be
done better than the selectors who voted by
two to one in favour of this party.

With regard to the Gulf lands. T would
suggest to the Secretary for Public Lands, as
I did when speaking on the Financial State-
ment last “ession. that those who are prepared
to go to the Gulf as pioneers and raise sheep
should be allowed a concession. If a man is
prepared to establish a new industry in th»
Gulf. he should be allowed to have the land
rent free.

The SPEAKER: Order! The  hon.
member has exhausted the time alloved him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. KELSO (Nundalh): This is the first
time T have had the honour of addressine
the House. I consider it a great honour, and
I also consider it a great honour to repro-
sent such un Important constituency as
Nundah.

OprprosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
Mr. KELSO: I feel a little disappointed

that T happen on this occasion to be the only
new member orn this side of the House. Hon.
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members opposite may not be sorry, but I
personally regret the absence from the House
of one or two men who would have been of
great assistance to the House in the debates.
Hon. members opposite are always insisting
that they represent the wishes of the electors
of Queensland—but I would reiterate what
has been said this afternoon—and I am cer-
tain that hon. members on this side will
continue to reiterats it—that they do mnot
represent a majority of the electors of Queens-
Isnd. (Government laughter and interjec-
ticns.) I think it is rather a compliment
when I can get hon. membeis opposite to
interjeet. I have figures here compiled from
the records of the returning officers. Thoy
show that {or the twentyv-nine members on
this side 198,131 votes were recorded, and
for the forty-threc members opposite 184,562
votes. (Government dissent.)

An OpposiTioNn MEMBER: A minority repre-
gentation.

Mr. KELSO: That represents a minority
of 14,369 votes. I am well aware that there
are still & few figures to come in, but I do not
think the figures will be altered very much,
1 take this opportunity, as a new man, of
complimenting the hon. member for Kennedy
on his speech. He made a very fine speech
from his point of view. He said that the
people 1n the electorates were being educated,
and that. when they were fully educuted to
all the benefits which the Labour party will
confer on the State, then the whole of the
House would be Labour.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear. hear!

Mr. KELSO: I am quite with the hon.
member in his statement that the electors
are being educated. His premises are right,
but his conclusions are wrong, becauso, as the
electors get educated, they will see through
1he hollowness of the policy which hon. mem-
bers opposite wish to bring inte operation,
and the result will be that, instecad of a
House composed of Labour men, we shall
have onc composed of members of the party
at present in Opposition. Hon. members
opposite should remember that there is not
apother Labour Government in Australia.
The Labour party in Queensland reprcsents
a minority, and Is not that a sign that the
electors are waking up? Some little time
agoe the Labour party was in power in
Western Australia and New South Wales,
bui the elgctors have reversed their decision,
except in Queensland, und even here, as T
propose to show later on, the Labour Govern-
ment are in a minority., Hon. members oppo-
site have been taking credit for the fact that
during last session, when they were in a
minority of 17.000 votes ou the total poll, they
abolished the Legislative Council. We know
that on the occasion when a referendum was
taken the pcople said with no unmistakeable
voice that they wanted the Legislative Coun-
cil to remain. I do not think that any credit
can be taken ks the Government for abolish-
ing the Upper House during the last Parlia-
ment, because, practically speaking, they had
rnot got a mandate from the people to do it.

Tast session zome- curious things happened.
First of all, we had the redistribution of the
electorates. I may say here, quite independ
ent of what has happened in years gone by or
of what particular Government was in pnwer,
that it is very unfair to appoint as redisiri-
bution commissioners men who are public
servants.  We had three Commissioners
appointed, and two of them lived in Brishane.
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1 am not going to mention their names—we
all know who they are—but I ask hon. mem-
bers if it is fair to put any public servant

" into that position?

Wr. GiLpAY : Were you looking for the job?

Mr. KELSO : T was not looking foz the job.

The Premir: Mr. Kidston appointed
public servants.

Mr. KELSO : It does not matter what hap-
pened in the past; I am giving my individual
opinion in the matter, because up to the
present I have no political sins.

The Previer: No parliamentary sins.

Mr. KELSO: No parliamentary sins.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What do
you suggest?

Mr. KELSO: The Secretary for Agricul-
ture asks me what I would suggest. It 1s
possibie to get in Quecnsland an impartial
body of men cf different opinions to go into
a maliter of that description. It is not a
matter which should be left to three public
servants. It is natural that public servants
should lean towards those who are in office.
and, without imputing any motives, 1t 1s
nearly impossible for men in that position to
give an unbiased decision in the matter of
redistribution of the boundaries of electorates.

Hon. F. T. BrexnaN: You would not have
been here but for that redistribution.

Mr. KELSO: Yes, I would. If the hom.
gentleman has any designs on_the Nundah
electorate, he had better put it out of his
mind, because he will never ges there. When
these Clommissioners started on their duties
they had to divide the eleclorates according
to a stated quota, with a margin of one-fifth
more or one-fifth less. The number of elee-
tors on the roll was 468,846.

The ArTomxey-GENERAL: Not at the time of
the redistribution.

Mr. KELSO: The maximum margin of
allowance was 7,817, and the minimum 5,211
I have taken out some of the figures in order
to buttress my argument, and it is a poculiar
thing that the maximum is exceeded mostly
in electorates represented on this side of the
Tlouse, whilst the clectorates which fall short
of the quota have chiefly returned members
on the other side of the Heuse. The clee-
torate of Enoggera has 7,971 electors, Logan
8.089, Oxley 7,965, Toowong 8,029, whilst
Charters Towers has 4,752, Chillagoe 4.834,
Cook 4,689, Flinders—the smallest of the lot—
3.767, Queenton 4,746, and Townsville 5,096.
Now, 1 suggest to the hon. and learned
Attorney-General—I  bow to his superior
knowledge—that he go into the question of
whether the gentlemen representing Charters
Towers, Chillagoe, Cook, Flinders, Queenton,
and Towneville have been legally elected to
their seats. 1 doubt, myseli, whether they
have.

OpPOSITION MEMBERS: Flear, hear!

Mr. KELSO: It is, of course, unsatisfac-
tory to us that genilemen sitting on this side
should be clected by a surplus of electors,
although it is perfectly legal; but I believe
that, 1f the matter were gone into in &
constitutional way, it would be found that
those elected by electorates containing less
than the legal quota are illegally in this
House. If the legal decision is against them,
it will, of course, be a matter of great regret
to the House that they will have to go up for
election again.

Mr. Kelso.]
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It has been mentioned here before that the
Governor’s Speech is probably one of the
shortest on record. Somebody has said that
language was invented to enable us to conceal
our thoughts, and upon thinking over the
matter I have wondered whether the Premier
had not that saying in his mind when he
suggested this very short Speech. I presume
that the remarks are meant to be a reflex of
the ideas of the Government, and so we have
to consider what reason has prompted the
hon. member to have such a short Speech,
with very littlo in it to enable one to criticise
it—almost nothing more than a long list of
Bills without any indication of what they
mean. I used, as an elector, to take great
interest in the Governor’s Speech, and, if my
memory serves me rightly, long before the
list of Bills at the end came along we practi-
cally knew what was to be contained in those
measures. But this time we have a very
formidable list and nothing else, although,
upon reading the Speech again, I discover a
very nasty little expression which may be
loaded—I do not know—possibly because I am
new at this business—which says, ‘‘ amongst
other proposals’” which will be brought before
Parliament we are to be asked to consider
the measures I have already indicated. It
will be very interesting to me, at any rate,
to discover whether any revolutionary
measures are sprung upon the House during
the session under cover of those three words.
On thinking the matter over, I have come to
the conclusion that the Premier—and we give
him credit for great tact—sees the necessity
for bringing forward a programme for this
session which, to put it in a nice way, will
be mild and innocuous. No doubt—and T
give the hon. gentleman every credit for it—
he is remembering that next year is coming
along, and that next year he has to approach
the London money market, and that, if he
approaches it with a vevolutionary scheme
such as would please his followers who are
always condemning the ‘ money bags” in
Lombard street, the London money market
will look at his loans very differently from
what it would if the hon! gentleman had
placed before the country a programme which
was mild and had nothing revolutionary
about it. It may be wise to consider the
matter again. As an ordinary elector, T have
followed the actions of the Premier for some
congiderable time, and—as a new member, I
am sure he will not think I am endeavouring
to flatter him-——we must agree that he has
very conspicuous ability.

Mr. MaxwerL: You are making him biush.

Mr. KELSO: If I have done so, I shall
always remember the fact with pleasure; but
I hope that the hon. gentleman, if he is
blushing, is blushing from modesty and not
from shame.

Mr. Xirwan: Remember the Greeks
bringing gifts.
Mr. KELSO: I told the House that in

this particular regard I was quite serious.
In looking at the matter again I remember
that, when the DPremier addressed the
country at Cairns in his policy speech, he
talked about humanitarvian Jegislation—which,
I think, is common to all States in the Com-
monwealth. I do not think the Labour party
has a mortgage on humanitarian legislation,
and I can refer hon. members to humani-
tarian legislation in other States; it is only
in keeping with the times. I recollect that
at Cairns the hon. gentleman stressed
. humanitarian legislation—stressed it again
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and again—till oné began to wonder where
the practical part of it was; and then he
finished up something like this ¢ The rest
of the platform of the Labour party is too
well known to nced reiteration.”” Apparently
the hon. gentleman wanted to conceal the
fact that he had something which he would
rather not talk about. When the Emu
Park conference took place I wondered why
the hon. member was so quiet. There was an
ominous silence.” When the socialisation of
industry came up and we were anxious to
know what was going on behind those doors
where something was being hatched, we
admired the silence of the hon. member for
Chillagoe, and we were informed to our
astonishment by the Press representative who
handed out a daily report that * everyt}}mg
was most harmonious.” I wondered if I
might discover the result of that silence.
As the hon. gentleman went on his tour 1
found that in the Western districts he told
the electors, “I am not a communist; I
am a socialist,”” and I thought that the Pre-
mier was getting a little political education
When he came to the metropolis he told them
here, “I am a true democrat.”” (Opposition
laughter.) I began to sec that the hon.
gentleman was being educated at an acceler-
ated rate, and I made up my mind that, had
the election campaign only been extended for
another fortnight, he would by that time be
quite qualified to join the United party.
(Renewed Opposition laughter.) ~We are
pleased that for one session the legislation
1s not to be of a very extreme nature.

Hon. W. H. Bamrngs: Possibly it will be
like all the other legislation—it will be
loaded.

Mr. KELSO: If the Premier gets all his
proposals through, next year we shall be
able to see whother it is loaded

[8 pom.] or not. The Governor in his
Speech says, “ My advisers recog-

nise the necessity of continued cconomy.”
The gentleman who wrote that was somewhat
humorous. When he wrote it he evidently
had his tongue in his cheek, because the
history of the finances of the party opposite
is certainly a most amazing one, and, as has
been pointed out this afternoon, this is the
only State that failed to show a surplus at
the 30th June. It is claimed that this is a
State where cconomy has been exercised.
We find that in 1915 the taxaticn per head
was £1 8s. 2d., and in 1922 it was £4 15s.
10d. The expenditure per head in 1915 was
£10 12s. 9d., and in 1922 it was £16 4s. 8d. .
If hon. members opposite can eclaim that
they arve economical, I am afraid that their
ideas of economy and ours arc very different.
The taxpayer is beginning to find out these
burdens of taxation. The Premier in 1815
said that the taxes ultimately fell upon the
people as a whole. I cuite agree with the
hon. gentieman. That was the frame of
mind and his political education at that
particular time, because he happened to be
in Opposition, and he was criticising the
Government then in power. He absolutely
told the truth, and I believe that he believe_d
it at the time. When he was delivering his
policy speech at Cairns, he told the people
that the taxation was so nicely adjusted that
it fell on the shoulders of those who were
best able to bear it. Flow can he justify
those statements? The hon. gentleman knows
perfectly well that it is an economic truth
that all taxes ultimately fall on the whole of
the people, and, if you put taxes on the
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shoulders of those who appear the best able
o bear them, the inevitable result is that
they will pass them on, and, in the passing on
from one to another, it gets a little bit like
a snowball, and, when there is the oppor-
tunity, a little is added on during the process
of the passing on, and in the end it is far
more than it ought to be. The hon. gentle-
man must know that that affects the worlkers,
and has been affecting the workers for a long
‘time.

The Hon. F. T. BRENNAN: What about the
<cost of living ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That does not worry
the hon. member for Toowoomba.

Mr. KELSO: The hon. member for
Toowoomba will have an opportunity later
on when he will be able to enlighten this
House with his views upon the cost of living.
We want to know why there has been so
much extravagance. Where has the money
gone to? As one hon. member said this
afterncon, if the Government had not wasted
a lot of money in State enterprises, but had
put it into productive works, the possibilities
are that we would be better off than we are
al present.

We have heard a lot about the State
butcher shops. We have heard that they
saved the situation, and we heard this after-
noon that they have made £200,000 since
their inception. This is an e\t1a01dmalv
sum to make. When they were started we
know perfectly well that they were able to
sell cnuap meat because they took it from the
graziers at a price less than they charged the
Imperial Government, which, in effect, meant
that they robbed the producers of an amount
represented by the difference between the
price they paid and the price they charged
the Imperial Glovernment. Now things have
changed. We find now that in the open
market the State butcher shops cannot do as
well as the private shops can do. It is all a
question of distribution. When the State
takes a hand in distribution in competition
with private enterprise the State will go
down every time.

Mr. GILDAY:
wnothing about it.

Mr. KELSO« I am very sorry if I know
xmothing about it. I suppose the hon. member
for Ithaca is an absolute authority on the
matter. I suppose now he will expect me to
hold my tongue. I know that on the general
question of Government trading it is abso-
lutely impossible for a Government to run
a bu%lne» as satisfactorily as private enter-
prise, because with Government control there
are no responsibilities, no incentive behind it,
and absolutely no control.

The hon. member knows

I will now deal with the question of the
State iron and steel works. I saw in the
paper the other day a very humorous state-
mens that Mr. Blophv who was appointed
manager of the State iron and steel works,
was ]eaﬂnq Australia, and that his contract
had not been renewed. I think that is a
huge joke. TFor the last five years that
gentleman has been receiving a salary of
£1,500 per annum under contract with the
Government, and the Government could not
get rid of him.

Hon. W. H. BARNES:
member for
{Laughter.)

Mr. Corrins: The hon. member for Bowen
will speak in his turn.

‘What has the hoen.
Bowen to say to that?

[17 Jury.]
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Mr. KELSO: What can we say of a
Government that could not size up the situa-
tion sufliciently far ahead to ses that it was
absolutely 1mpossible to start steel works on a
pavable basis? They have learnt those things
siitce,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is a State enterprise,
and it does not matter whether it pays or not.

Ir. KELSO: Apparently State enterprises
are started for political purposes, and are
not intended to pay. I will spare the feelings
of hon. members opposite, and will not vefer
to the State stations or the State fish shops.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Do not touch the fish—
that is for the Premier.

Mr. KELSO: The policy of hon. members
opposlt" apparently is—this may be one of -
the loaded things that we arc anticipating
—that, because there happens to be a big
loss on State enterprises, they are going to
make thera  payable by extending their
wctivities by establishing four or five more.
That reminds me of a man who owned a
1(‘\taL11aAf Someone told him that, although
he was doing a good business, on gmng into
the {xgmes it was found that where he only
charged one shilling for each meal he could
rot possibly produce it for less than 1s. 2d.,

snd he was losing 2d on each meal. The
restaurant-keeper said, ¢ Yes, but it is the
number that pays.” (Laughter.) Appar-

ently hon. members opposite have come to
the conclusion that the best way to make
State enterprises pay is to start a whole lot
more, and they will make up the loss some-
how.

In dcaling with the question of State saw-
miils, it was stated that the price charged
for State timber was less than the price
charged for timber supplied by private
millers. I would remind hon. members that,
if they know anything about the activities of
the Workers’ Dwelling Department, when
contracts ave offered there are alternative
items whereby the contractor will tender to
erect the house; but. if he erects the house
with State timber, the price is always in
excess of the price which 1s charged when he
vses timber supplied by privat: enterprize.

Hon. F. T. Brexyan: Why?

Mr, KELSO: I cannot tell why.

Hon. T'. BrenNax : Because it is 2 com-
bine against the State. You know that.
Mr. KELSO: All T know is that he can-

not purchase the timber from the State
enterprise mills on as good terms as he can
from private mills. 1f a man wants to build,
he has a choice of taking State timber, but
he kuows that in doing so he wiil have to
pay more than if he used tlmbex supplied

by private enterprise. We were talking
dlout private enterprise. and we were talk-
ing about the State butthm chops, and of

the question of day labour as against con-
tract labour. I would, in this connection,
like to paint cut that some vears ago it was
decided to erect a public building here, and
the Works Department decided to build it by
day labour. It was brought ta the attention of
the Minister that the project would cost less
if done by contract. and he produced figures
showing that in a targe number of cases the
work had been done choaper by day .labour
and the (Government had saved a certain
amount of moner. At last the contractors
asked to be allowed to tender and that
the Works Department alio tender, and
the result was that the private tendex was
more favourable than the tender of the

Mr., Kelso.]



76 Address in Reply.

Works Department. That shows that, when
it cume to a test, the Department could not
stand up to its figures,

The SecreTARY ror PupLic Works: When
was that?

Lir. KELSO: Many years ago.

The SErrReTARY FOR PuBLic WORuS:
many years ago?
job concerned.

r. KELSO: The Seccretary for Public
Yorks had botter give notice of the question,
and I mav answer it.

Mr. Grepson: You made an allegation,
! you should give particulars.

KELSO: There is one point I want
about.

. Witsox : We still want you to prove
vour e2se regarding that contract.

Mr. KELSO: I will do so in due course,
and most conclusively. In my electorate there
is a soldier scttlemsznt called Highlands
Soldier Settlement. Some little time ago I
was up there and had a conference with a
number of the soldier settlers. I was very
disappeinted with the deplorable state of
affairs existing. They said they had tried
to oot relief. I admit that at the twelfth
hour the Government have come in with a
messure of relief in the dircetion of having
the soldicr settlements revalued with a view,
if they are overvalued, to having them
written down to the market price. At tho
came time I sav it iz a pity that these men
keve had to saifer for some considerable time
sathont redress. 1 can say that at the High-
Iaeds Setilement I was shown one farm of
80 acres oceupied by a soldier scttler. Of
the &) acres B0 abutted against a mountain,
the vemaining 30 acres available were
poor land. 1 =aw another case where
80 acres wore given to a man for the pur-
pose of deirying. He tried to “ make a do”’
of it, but he could not keep going. At
length he wrote to the Department, and
asked that an expert might be sent up in
order to tell him what the land was good
for. it was a fruit expert who was sent.
Flo wwont te the setilement, dug holes here
1 e on the isrm, and told this man,
“Wonr land is pro good for anything; it

’ ow anvthing.”  After he bhad dug
inchez down he struck a hard cay
) That 75 the sort of lund that has been
handed out to the soldiers. 1 went along to
annther soldicr. and, peointing to two bags
befere ws. he told us that that was the total
crop of {ive acres of cotton. He had been
told by aun cxpert that it was not suitable
for fruit, and to try cotton. You sce also,
the 1 table state of affairs existing at
Beerarsum. Tt is public propertr that the
scldiers «hoold not have been settled on that
Tand.

Opposirion MEeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. EELSO: The least that any Govern-
ment ean give to a returncd soldier is free-
hold land. more especially as we are told
and realise that Quecnsland has as rich land
as any other Stata In Awstralia. At the
begivrning of the war I heard the Right Hon.
Andrew  Fisher. the then Laboar Prime
Minister of Australia, sav in Market Square
thot nothing was too good for the soldiers.
If these men fought for wvs, the least thing
weo can do for them is $a give a frechold to
every  one of them who is «desivous of
settline on the land.

A GovirNMENT MEeMBER: There is nothing
to stop large landowners doing that now,

[3fr. Kelso.

How
Give us the name of the

verT
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Mr. KELSO: With leaschold, if he wants
to get an overdraft, or financial accommo-
dation of any kind, he cannot get it. I do
not think that the Government would
advance as much against a leasehiold as
against a frechold. If we are going to
redeem our promises even at this Jate hour,
and even although the money may have to
come out of the consolidated revenue, and
the whole of the costs be charged as a_debt
on the people of this State. we should put
the soldiers in the possession of frechold
farms. We cught to be proud of what the
soldicrs have done, and nothing ought to
Le too good to give to them. The state of
affairs at Ilighlands is disgraceful, and the
soldier there has to hang on in the face of
adversity, even though he may not want to
remain, hecause he has been told that the
Glovernment would not let them go. A
soldier there who wanted to leave the settle-
ment and go in for freehold was told that if
he did so the Government would follow him
there.

Mr. Hartrey: It is not true.

Mr. KELSO: It is.

Mr. HartLEY: If is not.

Mr. KELSO: It is no good interjecting
that it is not true. I am quite prepared to
accept the statement of a man who was
there, and who went through this terrible
experience. Some of those Highlands
settlers have to go out and work for other
men because of their inabilitv to develop
land which is absolutely unfit for any settle-
ment whatever. What I want to get at is
this: Why is it that these men have been
put on land which was not suitable? We
are supposed to have experts to cxamine
and advise in regard to land. I will admit
that. so far as the Government are con-
cerned, they have to rely on their experts’
advice, and possibly you cannot lay any
blame on the Government: but it is a great
pity. If the experts sent to look and report
upon the lands were not experts, and these
soldiers were misled accordingly and have
broken their hearts on this land., the Go-
versment should have stepped in lotg ago
and done justice to these soldiers. The best
solution of the problem is to wipe out the
sotflement  altogether and  form  another
sottlemont on land fit to grow somcthing.
That iz the only remedv, and a further
remedy T suggest is to give them the free-
hold if thev prove their bona fides by five
veurs’ residence.

Mr. Porrock: And at the end of five
vears not ten in 1,000 would have the free-
hn](‘l.

Mr. KELSO: There is one other matter
T would like to touch upon. and that is the
ahsence of any mention of immigration in
the Governor’s Speech. The iand has to be
settled. and presumably our own people here
are coing to settle on the Tand. but I hold
that one man on the land will keep eight in
the town. Does it not then seem a sensible
thing to bring people out from the old land
to settle on the land? No claborate pre-
paration is necded. We have the very best
of the manhecod and womanhood of Greaf
Britain who are prepared to come in here
in thourands. and it would not be long before
they were ahsorbed in the communal life of
this State if they «id so. T think we are
hangine back too much to make farms for
farmers, We can have the farmers. but we
can have so many farmers that there arve
not sufficient people to eat their produce.
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Would it not be better to have co-ordina-
tion, and to make provision for the indus-
tries at present here, and manufacture our
raw products instead of sending them down
to the Southern States? We have becen
faced with an unemployment problem for
some time. If we had mills here to absorb
men out of work, there would be prosperity
all round. I have to thank hon. members
at my first appearance for the very attentive
hearing they have given me, notwithstand-
ing a few interjections.

OrrosiTioN MemBERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. BULCOCK (Buarcon): At the present
fime we are embarking on a new cra so far
as this State 1s concerned. In whatever
~direction we max look, and from whatever
viewpoint we may seck to investigate this
question, we must be convinced that the State
of Qunm]sland is trembling on the verge of
big things. Whether theeo things, as we con-
fidently anticipate, will be for the benefit of
the Stats or not Is a question that cannot be
answered save by taking into consideration
the years that are vet to come, If tho policy
that was cnuncisted by Hvs kiajests’s repre-
seniative in this IHouwe last we is given
ciffect to and the logical sequence of events
follows, then we can confidontly look fov-
ward to an erva of prosperity unprocedented
in this Stare of Queenslind.  The quesiion

ariscs, when we see pronounced ariivities,
cocially,  educetionally, commercially, and
agricult: ', what 15 the foundmion upon
which based” 11 is clear that the
foundation is, in tiie main, the governmental
activiiics that have prevailnd \\mm the

period the Labour party ha. boen in power.
There has Leen no greater porviod of indus-
rrial and agricultural expansion than during
the eight vears a Lah< Government has
occupied the Treasury benches. One member
of the Opposition suggested this afternoon
that there was a grave desrease in the agri-
caltural arcas under oceupation at the present
rime. If that hon. g,vm’omcn had consulted
authoritative figures in this ceancciion he
would have found that during the time the
Labour party have been in powsy the value
of the agrienltural products of Queensland
has increased threefold,  Docs not  that
indicate that there must have been some
sympathy, some understanding. for the man
on the Jand, cmansting from the Government
that i+ for the time bmng adminisrering 1h0
destinies and rhe industries of this State?
Our hon. friend whe has just concluded his
spesgh——

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
speech.

Mr. BULCOCK:

made a goou

He made a very good

I will admit that he
peech in many ways and from
poini of view—that 15, from the point of
e of the Oppos ﬁm!——-hc iz bitten with the
virus of the Opposition. He made a speech
Thdt was a credit—I was almost going to say

better speech than manv on that side of
1no House arve capable of making., Neverthe-
less, it was rather an anomalv, when speak-
ing on the question of soldier settlements,
voundly to condemn many of the areas that
have been settled by our returned men. TIe
suggested, both straight out and in*’erontiallv.
that they were worthless. Then, as a ma
solution of the problems that he was placmw
before this House. he suggested that. if the
soldier remained on the land for five years,
he should be given a freehold title to that
land.

OpPOSITION MEMRERS :

No.

[17 Jovry.]
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Mr. BULCOCK :
that that was what he did say.
suggest that those remedies are not going
to carry us very far. The remedy, con-
trasted with the remedy that is being offered
by the Government, enhances the value of
the Government’s offer very (‘omldexablv,
so far as the solution of this problem 1is
congerned. While on this question of soldier
sottlement, we have to remember that we
are cembarking on an era of big scttlement,
of a big venture—a venture that the agri-

sultural future of this State is msepalably
bound up with—and, if we fail in this direc-
tion, we can be oulte COH\IHCGQ that our
agricultaral da\elopme"}t is going to suffer
2 severe set back for several decndm at
least. Therefore, we have to be abundantly
clear on what we are going to do. 'The
hen, member  for l\unddh suggested  that
niistakes were made in  connection with
soldicr scttlement., Is is the first experience
of its kind that we bave had. There is no

¢ Hansard ” will prove
I would

cuestion but  what the ctt}in}_y of large
tedies of men on  aggrezations of land
ernttored t‘nouﬁhmui thc wholo of the State

I more (‘\\)oualv in a big State like

zmd—m a very difficuls proposition,
one that is bound to show a perecotage
ol faila Then there is the persor
nt that vou cannot excape from, The
of the man being m;p/'mt
unfitted to go on th
. v know 4dg,. of th, 1
1k., wors made in the seloction of
I beliceve these things, but I believe
o that, if we profit by the experiencn that
we have had in that particalar divection and
cuard against a repotition of thoee experi-
s by prevesting a reeurrence of the cir-
comstances that led to them, thea we shall
wrke a success of the land settlement policy
that we are embarking on. Liand settlement
is ungue tionably the wmnost vifal question
lmt concerns us at the present time. Many
cf our hon. friend: cpposite think that we
desive to maks aw i('ulmf‘c the handmaiden
of indu but we do not. There are men
on this «ide of the Houwr, as on the other
je, who do not deaire Lo see cither one the
hunomasdcn of the other: bui we believe
that. with the devclopment of an agricul-
tural polici—a sound policyv—the industrial

Bife of the Siate will be verr considerably
cnhanced. and the benefits aceruing through
aevicalteral prosperity  will mean  benefits
through industrial pro which., of

course

kas a very geoad reaction on the finan-
cial pos

tien of the Btate.

The hon. member for Nundak inferred
that we were not embarking on any vigerous
licv of immigration. That may bo so, but

lo

we are uot qpov'dmv huge sums of
) on bringing immisrants to Quecrsland,
a poerusal of tho census returns shows that the
population of cur State is increasing and
continues {¢ increase very considerably and
very satisfactorily, proving conclusively that,
while we do not have to spend large sums of
money to attract immigrants, they naturally
gravitate to Lebour-governed Queensland, in
consequence of the fact that they can get
social and industrial advantages greater than
those in any other State in the Commen-
wealth.

We know that, whenever a Government
has embarked on a vigorous policy of land
settlement, and there has been every pros
pect that that policy is going to be a success,
and we begin to boom our prospects, and

Mr. Bulcock.]
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people from the other States are attracted,

then the harpy steps in. I have
[8.30 p.m.} no hesiiation and offer no apology

for saying that I can readily
conceive that within the next year or two
every futile acre of ground, every sour or
waste sterile pilece of ground on the coastal
belt that 1s in the hands of exploiters and
alicnated from the Crown, and perhaps
has been lying idle for years and years,
will be termed first-class cotton country,
znd vou will find that the exploiter—the
man whose business it is to seil land and
not to induce scttlers to go on the land,
ro unload land with profit to himself—will
be making all sorts of misrepresentations
and placing all sorts of half-truths before
the people whe are prospective settlers. Let
us look at the type of people whom we
hope to settle on the land in consequence
of our vigorous setilement policy. 1 take
it that the man who is tired of working
for wages, and who secs an opportunity of
getting off the wages market, will be a
valuable settler, and will be the individual
who will be readily forthcoming to select
some of the small areas that are to be
thrown open. The other type of settler that
we may reasonably expect to be attracted
to Queensland is the son reared on the farm
in the closely scttled fertile districts of the
Commonwealth, but whose parents’ financial
circumstances do not permit of him purchas-
ing *land in the immediate vicinity of his
home place. He will gravitate to Queens-
land and take up frechold in our State if it
is at all possible. There is a tendency, I
kknow—and the tendency is more pronounced
in those Statos where they have not had
exparience of the leaschold system—to sneer
at the existence of that system in Quecens-
land, and therefore the harpy who is going

to throw open freehold land will find a
ready opportanity amongst those people
who will come from the Southern States

enamoured of the freehold tenure in opposi-
tion to tho leaschold tenure of land szettle-
raent, Kven in the vicinitr of Brisbane we
can sce the dawn of this charlatanry in
operation alvcady. I have in my mind an
ares of land that T know fairly well, and it
was mixed un with some very comprehen-
sive land seandals many vears ago. This
land iz shuated not a very great dis-
tance from Brisbane, and is, in the main,
within my own personal knowledge, second
and third-rate and waste land. In the main
it consists of serub and sour country. At
the present time it is being subdivided and
designed with the idea of throwing it open
for cotion blecks, and I venture to say that,
instead of arowing two bags per farmer, as
the hon. uniember for Nundah suggested a
little while ©go, the whole 16.000 acres of
15 would not grow two bags of satisfactory

coetton.  This i3 being designed, and it is
ocing to be called besutiful cotton coun-
iry.  We owe a duty to our prospective
settler.  We bLave to rcalise that the differ-

ciice briween the State offering an induce-
ment to the seclector and the vendor of
land offering an inducement to the selector
is this—the State desires to put a man on
the land for the Dbenelit of the individual
snd for the benefit of the State; but the
land  jobber—the landmonger or vendor—
only desires to put a settler on the land for
the personal advantage of the vendor.

A GovennMeNnt MEMBER: And settle him.
[Mr. Bulcock.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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. Mr. BULCOCK: Yes, and settle the
settler. We have had experience of that in
the past. Look at the Kendenup Scttlement

in Western Australia. That was a glaring
instance of specious propaganda. inducing
individuals to settle on land only to court
failure. I realise that failure will not be
an Impossibility under our system of land
tenure, but. I realise too that, if these
harpies who are beginuning to operate in our
midst are to be allowed to continue, then
success will be problematical amongst the
people who settle on their land; conse-
quently we have to review this question
from every point of view. We have to guard
against this, and to see that the individual
who comes to Qucensland has a fair chance
of success. We do not want to jeopardise
the small capital that he will have, nor do
we want failures, because in proportion to
our success will depend the final success of
our big cotton ventures and other ventures
that involve the State in the expenditure of
millions of money. I would suggest, there-
‘fore, that when land is thrown open by
private vendors who desire to boom their
land, and call it best cotton land or first-class
cotton land, or land capable of growing fruit
and all that sort of thing, the Lands Depart-
ment, which has a survey of all the lands ix
Queensland, be asked to supply the papers
with details of the land that 1s being thrown
open, or clse, as an alternative, require
people whe desire to throw the land open
to publish a departmental report on the
quality of the land, on the possibilities of
the land, and on the possibilities of the
climate. If people take up worthless land
under those circumstances, they will only
have themselves to blame; but the plausible
Jand seller—these  Go-getters.” as they are
called—these people whose function it is to
coll land irrespective of anything else, can
often induce the weak-minded individual to
take up land that is absolutely worthless.
We have seen cases of that in the past, and
we shall have to guard against a repetition
of them in the future.

When the ex-leader of the Opposition was
addressing  this Chamber he made some
reference to the Federal loan. Whon the
hon. gentleman resigned hin position as
leader of the Country party. some of us
thought that perhaps he might have resigned
or shed the mantle of Maligner of the State
or Distorter of Truth in Chief, or whatever
position he occupied by virtue of his position
as leader of the Opposition during the last
session of Parliament. The hon. gentleman
made some reference to Federal Joans and
the Federal Joan that is at present before
the publie, and he suggested that this Go-
vernment bad not treated the Commonwealth
Government very well by virtue of the fact
that we sold bonds over the counter return-
ing a greaier interest than was offered under
the loan that was floated by the Common-
woalth about that time. That is not trme.
The Queensiand issue did not in any way
prejudice  the Federal issue, nor did it
enhance the interest orn the Federal loanm
that is on the market at the present time.
The Fecderal issue which is on the market
at the present time ecarries a discount of
£2 per cent., and, therefore, returns over its
full period an interest of £5 9s. 3d. per
cent.  The 6 per cent. 1930 loan returns
practically the same interest to the investor.
T;hi‘] 5 per cent. 1927 loan returns just a
shade lower interest, while the 44 per cent.



Address in Reply.

1927 loan returns 4 per ccent. better interest
than is being returned by the present loan.
Therefore the argument of the ex-leader of
the Opposition is not sustained by the facts
of the case. We might, with justice, at this
juncture cxamine a little more closely some
of the details of this loan. Might I take the
opportunity of expressing my personal satis-
faction at the fact that the Premiers arrived
at a very laudable understanding when they
decided that Commonwealth loans should no
longer be free of State income tax. A very
vicious principle was introduced into our
finances v hen it was decided to issue loans
free of Stute and Federal income tax, be-
cause, in the final analysis, industry has to
bear its proportion of the redemption of
that loan and has to pay the interest on
that loan. It was suggested by the ex-leader
of the Opposition that we were responsible
for the high rate of interest that was being
offered. It is obvious to me that the loan
that is being placed on the market at the
present time bears a certain rate of interest
because that investment has to compete with
various other investments that are being
offered. Queensland has to contribute her
quota towards this loan; £5 9s. 3d. is the
value which would be returned by it. As it
is a competitive loan, and industry would draw
the investment if it offered a better induce-
ment, it is safe to assume that the valuer of
this loan is based on the earning capacity of
money at the present time. Interest, under
present circumstances, shows a tendency to
vise. These loans, as they are tax free, have
to come out of industry—out of the pockets
of the people generally. As therc is a ten-
deney for interest to increase on these loans,
it is obvicus that the load which industry
has to bear is greater. It 1is therefore
obvious that the purchasing power of the
money that passes through their hands is
going to be less, and, if that is so, how does
it come about that the super-patriots, who
have alwass been inferring that they are
prepared to do their part towards social
reconstruetion, are demanding a higher rate
of interest for that which they are able to
give, or loan, or sell, and are asking that the
worker <hould receive a lower remuneration
for that which he has to give or sell—in
the main his labour? 'The investing public
are demanding all they can get.

Mr. Kmwav: They went on strike for a
higher rate of interest during the war.

Mr. BULCOCK : Yes, but the philosophy
that dominates them is apparently the fact
that the individual who demands and succeeds
in getting a higher rate of interest on the
money he invests is pursuing a plain, honest,
business proposition, and is a keen business
man for doing so; but the worker who does
exactly the same thinz by azking for more
wages is condemned as an individual who is
trying to retard the period of reconstruction.

A lot has been said about the resumptions
which it is proposed to make in the Western
arcas. 1 welcome the policy of the Govern-
ment in this regard. I hope that proceedings
along these lines will be expedited, because
at the present time and for several years to
come 1t Is quite apparent that the value of
wool is going to be mainlained at the present.
or perhaps a higher standard. As the hon.
member for Murilla pointed ocut in his speesh
—and it was one of the few wise things he
told us—we practically have a monopoly of
the super-wools of the world. The 64’s we
are able to produce arc a monopoly of Aus-
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tralia, and, as that is so, it is obvious we are
going to retain the high prices that wool is
bringing at the present time. If these
resumptions are expedited, it is obvious that
the fortunate selectors who arc able to get

. them will, by virtue of the high prices obtain-

ing for wool, be able to discharge their
liabilities in the first years of their holdings,
and will not require preferential treatment
at the hands of the Government which may be
in' power when the next disastrous drought
strikes this State. If a station like Vindex
was worth £160,000—and if reports are truc
that is the price which Mr, Mick Ryan
received for Vindex when he sold it two or
three days ago—it is obvious that the State
must compensate the owners of the big hold-
ings, and endeavour to settle small men on
the land for the protection of the West. As
time gocs on we arc going to encounter
greater pests. The dingo would not be the
menace 1t is to-day in the Western areas if
we had closer settlement, because with closer
settlement these pests, if they are not elimin-
ated, are fully controlled. The promotion of
settlement stimulates trade and commerce in
the areas surrounding it. We require
Western settlement; we want the native
ropulation of the West to remain there, and
not to write to the respective members for
Westerh constituencies asking them what the
labour market is like in Brisbane, as they
are thinking of coming down. We would
much prefer to build up a self-reliant com-
munity in the Western areas, who would
solve their own problems by reason of the
fact that land was available for them. It is
all very well to blame individuals for gravi-
tating to the big centres of population; it is
not the individuals’ fault, because Govern-
ments of hy-gone days gave away big areas of
land in the form of freehold and leaseholds,
and the owners of these lands have squeezed
all but the few employees they require out
of the Western areas and forced them to the
bigger centres of population. Small arcas
will stimulate population, and there will be a
growth in the towns. In the areas where
selection has been gaing on for some years
there is an apparent grewth in the neigh-
bouring towns, and we shall find a repetition
of that as selection progresses. By doing that
we shall also increase the national wealth,
«nd to a certain extent appease the very great
land hunger in our midst at present. There
is every prospect of success so far as this
project is concerned. Naturally, we find the
“ Courier” and the organs of the squatters
opposed to the project; but those people whe
krnow the capacity of the land and the
Western people’s desire for land settlement
understand quite well that the scheme will
not only be a success, but will be greatly
welcomed by the people there who will
largely bencfit—that 7s, the whole of the
people in the Western and North-western.
arcas of our State

Mr. MoRGAN: Give them a living area.

Mr. BULCOCK : Certainly. T am not im
favour of limiting it io 5,000 acres; I think
a mistake was made in that direction. There
is one phase of this question that may well
be ventilated. Western people feel that it is
hardly fair that those who have made their
homes in the West, and in many instances
have married and rearcd their children there
and striven to give them an education—and
they have thereby remained valuable units
in our Western and Central civilisation—
should see the land they have made available

Mr. Bulcock.)
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pass into the hands of people who have never
done anything for the well-being of the
State, even in the coastal areas or in the
more sparsely populated Western and North-
western areas,

Mr. Fry: Those people would get the first
preference,
Mr. BULCOCK: Somec system of priority

should be evolved whereby people in Queens-
land should have the right of preferential
treatment at the land selection ballots. We
also fcel that those individuals who have
done nothing for the State, and who desire to
come from Victoria or New South Wales to
Queensland and grasp all the plums resulting
from the labours of the people who have
developed the Western country—because after
all they have given the land the value which
it has—are 1n101101)ms who perhaps should
not be countenanced.

Mr. MORGAN: Lo you think that people
from Victoria grasp all the plums in this
State ?

Mr. BULCOOUK : The probabilitics are in

that direction. Although both mysclf and
the hon. member fo] Murilla are Vie: orians,
we did not regard Victoria as being a very
happy or prosperous State, and we came to
Queeusland, where there are #o many more
opp01tumt1r‘s and f ?uoun&lend has been kind
to the hoen. Hmeer as 1t has been kind to
me. There is a s:loction pohc’ in effect at
the present time which is designed to spht
up the larger holdings, and sctile a number
of people on the areas which are available.
But I find that areas which only a few years
ago were split up for closer settlement have

to-day reverted into the hands of one indi-
\iduai Let me give a case in point. In
1914 the State resumed 2 large portion of a
big Western station known as Ilome Creck.
For a period of five vears the various sclec-
tions which were thlown open were providing
settlement for various families in accordance
with the numbers thrown cpen, but now I
am informed that no fewer than three blocks,
aggregating approximatcly 60,000 acres, have
reverted to one individual. I am sure that
that is not in the best interests of the West,
and I am also sure that it was not intended
by those who framed the closer settlement
scetions of our Land Aects. I trust and
confidently hope that some method will be
sought and found whereby individuals will
be prevented from selling out at the expira-
tion of their term of five years, or whatever
it may be, to other individuals who already
control big scopes of country, and that what
was intended—the adequaie settling of our
Western areas—will  be proceeded with.
Otherwise we are cnly going to perpetuate
a vicious circle, whercby we are going to the
expense and ‘moublu of subdividing large
holdings and putting on them selectors who
will scll out their interests as soon as they
can, and in ccurse of time, when the leases
expire of the individual who has aggre-
gated them into his own hands—putting on
another lot of selectors who will perhaps do
the same thing and therefore perpetuate a
system which is, to say the lcast of it, very,
very undesirable.

The leader of the Opposition, after having
made his obeisance to his political bosses in
Longreach just before the last eleciion—that
is to say, after he had attended the Graziers’
Conference, which apparcntly summoned him
to Longreach to get his instructions as leader
of the United party—proceeded to Mutta-

[ r. Bulcock.
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burra, where he expressed disappointment
that he was not required to sleep between
corrugated iron sheets. He was not able to
do the hon. member for Mitchell any harm,
because, after all, ithe hon. member for
Mitchell, and every other exponent of the
Labour party’s prmcxples and platform, has
an assured position <o far as the West is
concerned, and so his trip was futile except
in one respect.

Mr. Fry: You canant get your party to
talk their policy in the city. You get some-
thing else there.

~ Mr. BULCOCK : Does the hon. member
suggest Fry's or Cadbury’s? (Laughter.) I
am glad that the leader of the Opposition
scized the cpportunity to go out West—I
suppose his party sent him out there because
he would do the least possible harm thero—
but, having been sent there, he certainly did
e in one vajuable object- lesson.  Ho was made
to realise the conditions under which the
Western people are living, and, from the way
he spoke in this House, 1 gather that it was
the first opportunity he had had of seeing
them at first hand. Unfortunately, in th(,
West we evolved—and it 1s all a qu(,stlon of
evolution—{rom the hut of pit-sawn timber
to the corrngated-iron structure; but to-day
in our Westinn towns i+ growing up a better
type of dwelling. Peaple are bedmnmg to
believe that the Western country is worth
living in if wou have deccent residential
conditions; and why the people of the West
support the Labour party to the extent they
do 13 because they kave at all times attemptod
io give themn those decent living conditions.
We expset a virile race of youngsters to be
reared in the West., Unfortunately, we
shower on .theain very great handieaps, and,
gpeaking of the handicaps of the children in
the West, let me tell hon. members that only
last weck I recelved a communication from
a school 85 miles from the nearest doctor
asking me o see the Secretary for Public
Instructton and get some stuff sent ouf, as
57 per cent. of the children were away with
blight. The childven of the cities do not
know what that is, nor do their parents
understand its trials. And vet these people
are allowed by the individuals residing in the
towns to remain in what one is tempted to
torm a backwash of civilisation This Govern-
ment, however, realised that it was a shame
that hon, members opposite, when they cccu-
picd the Treasury benches, acquiesced in that
condition of things and allowed it to be
perpetuated. 'lhal is the peint T want to
make—that it was with the advent of this
Government that decent residential structures
began to appear in the towns of the West,
and that decent residences rather than pig-
stics were available for the station hands. It
is to the credit of this Government that they
passed the Workers’ Accommodation Act.
Hon. members opposite claim that the first
such Act was passed by an anti-Labour
Governmeni. It was Mr. Hamilton, the late
member for Gregory, afterwards a member
of the Lpncl House. who first intreduced a

Workers” Accommodation Bill on private
members’ day and got it through with modi-
fications, and it 1emm1ned for this Govern-

ment to amend 1t and give the people who
are developing the Western areas of our State
decent residential conditions. In addition,
the Workers’ ITomes Act and the Workers’
Dwellings Act were passed by them——

Ton. W. H. Barxgs: Not the Workers’
Dwellings Act.
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Mr. BULCOCK: We gave them the tion with regard to other things that we have
Workers’ Homes Act and the Workers’ heard about, and to the redistribution of the

Dwellings Act in an acceptable form, and the
people of the West can and are availing
themselves of those measures—measures which
Labour can honcstly claim as children of its
brain.

There are just one or two other questions
with which I want to deal. One is the fact
that during the last Parliament hon. mem-
bers opposite continually informed the
country from their places in the House and
from the hustings that this Government was
a repudiation Government. When they were
ssked why, it was alleged that we had repudi-
uted a contractual cbligation between the
Government and the squatter—that was to be
one of the big features of the last campaign,
and was advanced as one of the reasons why
Labour should be driven from office. My
electorate is an clectorate affocted hy the
Act in question, and, if my electorate could
have been made a testing ground for its
validity, it would have been overwhe!mingly
upheld.  While hon. members opposite were
howling repudiation in Brisbane, they could
uot find anybody to oppose me for the Barcoo.
‘Why? Because the people there realised the
justice—and the necessity. I may say—for the
placing of that Act on the statute-book.

There is just onc other guestion I must
mention. The North Coast Railway is near-
ing completion. A starc has been made on
the  Longreach-Winton line.  Those lines
will be completed during this Parliament.
Tleve is yet another line of urgent national
necessity—that 1s, a connection between
Blackall and Charleville. The necessity for
that line was clearly demonstrated during

the last drought. and it has been

{8 p.m.] favourably reported on by the

Public Works Commission. I
hope that, befove this Parliament expires by
the efluxion of time, serious consideration
will be given to the carrying out of that
favourable report.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): I have very
much pleasure in speaking to the motion
before the IHouse. One must feel gratified
on reading the Governor's Speech to note the
keen intcrest Ilis Excellency has taken in
those people who have gone out in the far
West, of whom we have heard so much
w-night from the hon. member for Barcoo,
and who have done so much for Queensland.
The Governor is a very keen cbserver of the
conditions of the men on the land. He
realises, as do hon. members on this side and
hon. members vepresenting country constitu-
cnicies, that the conditions of those people
huve been seriously neglected by all previous
Governments. It was a very wise thing for
His Excollency to bring those matters before
the House at the opening of this Parliament.
I would also like to congratulate the mover
and seconder of the Address in Reply on the
reasonable moderation of their tone. It is
usual for young members supporting the
Labour party when they come into this House
to start off with something red hot, and
think they are going to make a huge stroke
for themselves by raising the red flag and
fiying it in this House. Ther have rcalised,
as the hon., gentlemen on the front Govern-
ment bonches have realised, that the Red
Objective is not what the people are requir-
ing in Queensland to-day. If anything can
be said of the success of the Government at
the polls, it was due to the Premier’s modera-
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electorates. That, no doubt, was responsible
for the return of Labour to power. There is
a good deal in the Governor’s Speech that
representatives of the country clectorates are
very intercsted in, and, no doubt, a good
doal of support for the measures mentioned
wi!l be forthcoming from this side of the
Ifouse. There is one Bill—an amendment of
tie Industrial Arbitration Act—which to the
people 1 represent, and the people whom we
arce dependent upon tc keep the resources of
the country golng—the producers—is just a
little nightmare. We ure wondering how
far-reaching this amendment will be. We are
wondering whether our rural industries and
the people who are now producing the wealth
c¢f our cousntry will be brought under the
Industrial arbitration Act. I refer to the
dairymen, ovchardists, and all those pcople
who are engaged in rural industries. The
wheat-grower has already been brought under
the operation of the Industrial Arbitration
Act, but those employed in the production
of wheat have not sought awards through
ihe court. It is a very unwise thing indeed
fer a Government which proposes fo go in for
& very extensive land settlement scheme, to
come forward with an amending Bill similar
to what we fear this one is going to bhe. I
would advise the Premier to look forward to
the prosperity and the prospects of his land
scttlement scheme. If the rural industries
are placed under the eperation of the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act it will mean a great set-
back to our land settlement schemes, to which
members of country electorates are looking
forward with considerable interest.

Mr. CotLins: We were told the same thing

when the Act was applied to the sugar
industry.

Mr. COSTELLO: The hon. member may
ihink that he is the King of the North in
Bowen, but the hon. member for Townsville
could claim to be the King of the North. I
hope the Premier will have this amending
Bill 0 moderated that it will not injure the
rural industries which he is now attempting
to foster. We hope that he will stand up, if
necessary, against the extremists of his party,
and prevent the Bill becoming law, and we
on this side will support the Government in
the interests of the rural industries.

Land secttiement will play a very big part
in this session. The Secretary for Public
Lands would do well to accept the advice of
some hon. members on this side who are prac-
tical settlers and know what they are talking
about when they are {alking about land
settlement matters. The hon. member for
Maurilla pointed out that a lot of the large
holdings in the West are not ultogether suit-
able for wheat-growing or for dairying. It
is to be hoped that the Government will take
the advice of country members and appoint a
lecal board—not a board representing the
Department of Public Lands in Brisbane—in
the district in which the land is going to be
opened up. I hepe the Government will take
that advice, and not the advice of the officials
of the Lands Department Tt would be very
unwise indeed to put settlers on holdings
and expect them to carry on agricultural
pursuits when the land is only suitable for
grazing and wool-growing It would be very
disastrous indeed to put people on the land.
and bave the results that we sce attached
to soldier settlements. Tt would be very well
indeed for the Government to take warning,

Mr. Costello.]
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and to see that they have not the same
fajlures in the big land seftlement schemes
which they propose to bring forward this
session #» have occurred in connection with
the soldier scttlements,

I would like to refer to some pests that
probably the Government are not aware of.

We have to take into consideration the
prickly-pear menace. We are interested in
the Prickly Pear Commission, but am,

afraid that that Commission will not be able
to enlighten the Government or the people
of Quecnsland, or Australia, in regard to
any new or cheaper method of eradicating
the pear than we know at the present time.
The prickly-pear menace is a problem that
the people on the land are fighting every
day. Every day it is getting more serious,
and, unless we can find some cheaper method
of eradicating it, it is going to hold more
land within the next ten years than the
settlers will be holding under the land settle-
ment scheme. Every settler within a 40 or
50 mile radius of prickly-pear infested
country has to deal with prickly-pear. He
has to add that cost to the amount of his
rent, or deduct it as a depreciation of the
value of his holding. Within that radius
he has to go over his holding every year to
eradicate the small seedlings that will grow
up there, and which have been scattered
there by birds. Almost every bird of the
bush to-day is a pear distributor. Amongst
them can be included the crow, the emu, the
black magpie, the mountain magpie, and
almost every other bird. We cannot destroy
our bird life, because, if we do so, other
pests will grow up which perhaps will be a
greater menace. Another pest the small
settler has to contend with is the dog pest.
I would advise the Government to revert
in this connection to the conditions in force
some years ago, and I am glad to see a
promise to put them into force. That assist-
ance is in the nature of procuring for settlers
wire-netting on long and easy terms. I have
in my electorate, at the present time, no less
than six groups of settlers wishing to take
advantage of those conditions. 1 ask the
Minister to reserve at least £60.000 for the
purchase of wire-netting to distribute to the
settler to ecnable him to fight the dinge,
fox, and rabbit pests. I make this appeal
for the small man, and I would ask the
Minister to give preference to that man and
to group settlers when he is dealing with
the application.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic LANDS: It is
about time you appealed for the small man,
because you have been battling for the big
man long enocugh.

Mr., COSTELLO: I am always battling
for the small man. 1 represent the small
man, and the big man can look after him-
self. It is the small man whom I want to
seo put on his feet, and for whom I am
anxlous to securc reasonable consideration.
I am a little man myself financially, as com-
pared with some of the men on the front
Government benches,

The Secrerary For PusLic Laxps: Your

side has been trying to protect the big man
session after session. .

Mr. COSTELLO: Not since 1 have been
in Parliamoent. My support has always gone
to the small man.

Mr. Moresan: We were only trying to get
mim the support he is entitled to.

[Mr. Costello.
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Mr. COSTELLO: 1 am pleading now for
the man who has to contend with the
prickly-pear and the dingo. If the Govern-
ment, this financial year, make available
£60.000 on long terms as I have asked, they
will not lese In revenue. because land will
ke made more productive by raising sheep:
instead of cattle. We have the small man
in my electorate who engages in sheep-
raising mixed with a little dairying.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER : You have big tin
mines in your district, too.

Mr. COSTELLO: The rents are also too
high. The Secretary for Public Lands said
to-night that the actual rent the settler was
called upon to pay was only a mere detail
in regard to the settlement of land. Tt is a
big item, though, when a man goes on the
land first, in addition to his other taxes.,
Remember we have to pay our shire council
rates over and above our rent to the Crown,
and, when all these factors are taken into
consideration, I contend that it is absolutely
necessary that we should have cheap land.
I am an advocate of cheap land. Mention
has been made of settling people on the
land, but I am more interested in keeping
those people who are pow on the land. I
hope the Government will follow the advice
tendered from this side of the House and
take into consideration the construction of
railways in order to provide facilities to
assist him to develop the land and thus pre-
vent him drifting to the city. The hon.
member for Barcoo, like myself. has been
receiving letters from people on the land
asking that jobs may be found for them in
the city. We do not want to bring our people
from the country into the city. He said the
big squatter was squeezing the small man
oft the land, but in my case that is not so.
With me it is the Government who are at
fault. You may ask me why. One of the
reasons is that the holdings are a great deal
too small. I must not be mistaken as plead-
ing for the big man in saying so; I am
siinply here as one who wants to awsist those
who wish to make an honest living for them-

e and families.

The SecreTsRY ror PPusLic Laxps: I had a
letter from a man in your distriet the other
day urging small arcas, and at the same time
hie holds about 8,000 acres himself.

Mr. MoraaN: That is not a small man.
Mr. COSTELLO: I believe in providing a

man with a living arca in order to make
him content. as he will not then be so anxious
to sell out, and the bhig man would not have
the privilege of buying him out as he has
now, as he is then cnabled to make a success
for himself and his family. If the Minister
takes notice of the friend who wrote to him,
and cuts that lJand into snzll areas. he, no
doubt, will be able to purchase all the settlers
out in about five years, as he knows very
well that they will be starved and be very
glad to get out.

I would like now to draw the attention of
the Premier to a promise he made a little
while ago in reference to the construction
of a railway. I am sorcy the hon. gentleman
is not here in his place, but he will not nced
reminding that a little while ago he promised
the people of Texas a railway. If ever a
railway was Justified, it is the connection
between Inglewood and Texas. The land
the vicinity is 'very fine country. We have
heard about the valley of the Condamine
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and other rich spots in Queensland, but there
is nothing in the southern parts of Quecens-
land equal to the river flats along the Severn
River. It is the pick of this part of Quecns-
land. This railway has been promised for
the last forty years. Twelve years ago
Parliament voted a certain amount of money
to be placed on the Estimates for the turning
of the first sod of the railway. People went
out ahead of the railway and settled in the
district, and they have been starving in con-
sequence of this promise not being given
effect to. These pcople are to be con-
gratulated on having rcmained there, and I
am surc that the Premier will stand up, to
his promise and bring rejoicing to these
people. This railway will retain on the land
people who have been trying to get off it for
the last three or four years. Many have been
forced off the land by the Government’s legis-
lation and neglect to attend to the new
scttler, and not, as the hon. member for
Barcoo said, by the big squatter.

I wish now to bring under the notice of the
House a little incident which appeared in
cne of their daily papers that was annoying
to the people in the country. It is taken from
the * Daily Standard ”—the Government
organ—and is dated 11th July, 1923. The
article I am about to quote is called ¢ The
Wishbone of the Country.”

Mr. Peasg: That is written by a corre-
spondent.

Mr. COSTELLO: It is not. It is an
editorial. As this paper voices the opinion
of the Government, the people should know
all about it—

“THE WISHBONE oOF THE COUNTRY.

“The question has been raised again.
And it must be scotched. Is the man
on the land badly off? With all the
emphasis of which T am capable I shout,
‘NO.” But the man on the land can
be badly off if he wants to be. He can
be antiquated in his methods, milk cows
by hand, do the tedious ploughing by
hand, and keep Shanks's pony to take
the eream and the milk to the factory.
Then he most certainly WILL be badly
off.  But, for the easiest job on the
earth, done in the right way, commend
me to the farming business. The right
and the easy way is to be up-to-date
with machines for the milking, many-
(_ixscs instead of the one-furrow, follow-
in-the-rear plough, harvesters, a motor
to get the cream and the milk away
early, and pools to seec that he gets the
best out of the market. What an easy
life! All the farmer has to do is to sit
on his plough, or motor or feather bed,
and wait for the cheques. Of course,
raln must come, too, but Governments and
manufacturers of farm implements can’t
order the rain to come. So why blame
the Government and anybody for the
very things they can’t do, and not give
them credit for the things they do? No
city worker is half as well looked after
as the average cocky, who with the con-
venicnces at his disposal can now work
half the day and slcep the other half
without the assistance of an alarm clock.
The man on the land used to be called
the backbone of the country. He ought
to be called the wishbone of the
country.”
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Now, then, will the hon. member for Bowen
stand for that? I am sure that he will not.
I am sure that many hon. members on thut
side of the House are ashamed to associate
themselves with that policy.

There is another little matter I noticed
—that is, the amendment of the Dingo Acr.
The Secrctary for Agriculture has promised
this for some time, but, unfortunately, the
last session was rather raced through. To
those who ave living along the =outhern
border of Queensland this is a very impor-
tant matter. Inside New South Wales the
rate is only 2s. 6d. on dingoes. On our side
it is £1. You can just imagine the large
number of scalps that the dingo boards have
to contribute to on our side of the border.

We have looked forward with some interest
to sec what attention is paid to the
requests of our people on this subject.

These people are called upon to pay taxes
unnecessarily to destroy the- other man’s
dogs. T will not resume my seat without
referring to soldier settlement, and in doing
so I refer to something I know a good deal
about. In looking through the report from
the Under Secretary for Lands for the year
ended 30th June, 1922, we find the following
loans made for this purpose:—

£ s d
1917-18 30,108 0 O
1918-19 .. 89137 0 O
1919-20 ... 418726 13 &
1920-21 ... 589,306 11 11
1921-22 ... 841640 0 5

For these five years ended 30th June, 1922,
the total loans amounted to £1,660.614 10s. 3d.
T am sure that, when the next report comes
out, we shall have expended at least another
£500.000, and shall have in the near future
at least £2,000,000 spent on soldier settle-

ment in Qucensland.  We are going to
lose  £750.000 on soldier secttlement in
Quecensland. What sort of an influence will

this have over our friends coming from the
South, or even on people in Queensland whoe
have money to invest on the lands of the
State, when they look at the failure that
soldier settlement has been in Qucensland?
These are facts, and it is no goed trying to
avoid them. We as taxpayers have to stand
up to these facts.

A CGoverxMENT MemBER: Do you know
what they are going to lose in New South
Wales?

Mr. COSTELLO: No.

A GovernMeENT MeMBER: £11,000,000, and
you complain about £750,000.

Mr. COSTELLO: Look how much more
money they have got invested.

An Opposirion MeMBER: It shows who is
doing most for the soldiers.

My, COSTELLO: One cannot help but
feel sorry that the Government did not take
this matter up in a business-like manner.
The hon. member for Windsor made these
remarks the other night—

“ As a member of the Land Settlement
(C'ommittee, I am prepared to accept my
full share of responsibility or blame with
regard to any mistakes which may have
been made.”

Now with all due respect to the hon. mem-
ber and to the Land Settlement Committee,

Mr. Costello.]
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can anybody say that this committee is any-
thing else but a failure? Has its advice to
the Lands Department been the best? Have
they been the right men for the committee?
When it comes to a matter of settling
soldiers on the land, the Government should
go to the practical man for advice.

A grave matter of importance is that in the
Stanthorpe district the Government promised
the scttlers they would advance them £100,
but when they came to investigate the
promnise it was found the amount was only
available to those settlers who had less than
10 acres of land cleared and fit for culti-
vation. The man who has less than 10 acres
cleared is the only man who can benefit in

the extra grant of £100 that the

[9.30 p.m.] Government are prepared to

advance them. That 15 a very
great mistake indeed. The progressive man,
who has cleared the land at his own expense
and by his own labour, does not receive
any benefit under this new grant which the
Government prornised just prior to the elec-
tion. That is the curse of the policy followed
by this Government; they assist the man
who will not assist himself. The Government
are never willing to help the man who is
anxious to get on; but they are always
willing to help the man who is prepared to
sit down and squeal. This £100 further
advance is of very little use, because it is
only for these who have not been indus-
trious. No doubt they will take advantage
of the extra £100 to carry them on a little
longer. It was a very good electionecring
cry, but it I1s a downright shame that the
unfortunate soldier settier should be made
the chopping block, as he has been in Queens-
land at every election since they have been
settled on the land. During the last election
the Government dangled this offer of a
further £100 in front of the soldier settler;
but, when it comes down to tin tacks, the
only man who participates in the grant is
the man who has not been so progressive as
his neighbour. The revaluation of soldier
settlements is a thing that I support. As
this is a matter that has been advocated by
our party, we are very pleased with the
Government for accepting our policy. But
why delay this revaluation? If they are
going on with it, why not be businesslike
and get on with it right away while the men
arc still on the land, and not wait till they
have left the land? The Government pro-
pose to make a revaluation of the improve-
ments on the land, but we ask also for a
revaluation of the capital value of the land.
In one portion of my electorate the settlers
have been called upon to pay as much as 5d.
an acre rent. For first-class sheep country 5d.
an acre rent is too high for any settler for
the first seven years, and it is very necessary
that there should be a revaluation of the War-
roo lands and the Texas resumption, and other
grazing land in the South-west—which is held
under perpetual lease sclection—in order
to give the settlers an opportunity of having
cheap land for the first period at all
events. A great deal” more could be said
about our soldier settlements, but I ask
the Government to expedite the revalua-
tions, and, when the revaluation is com-
plete I suppose, if a soldier has £695
worth of improvements on his block, and
under the revaluation it is reduced to £425,
he will be entitled to a further advance of
£200. Do I understand that that is the
intention of the Government? Naturally, it

[Mr. Costello.
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will be, because they have promised the
selector an advance of £625, and if he has
only £425 worth of improvements he is
entitled to a further £200. That will remedy
a good deal of the distress that now exists,
and probably would cstablish some of the
settlers who are just on the balance. A little
help now will go a long way to establish the
soldier, and I would ask the Government to
hurry up with their revaluations and give
the settlers an opportunity of knowing what
the Government value their improvements at
snd what further assistance they are entitled
to.

A srstem of co-operation is also outlined
in His Excellency’s Speech. Co-operation is
what we have been looking for from the
present Government for some time. They
have not talked co-operation as freely as we
would have liked. Probably they do not
like it. The policy of the Country party is
co-opcration, and, if the (fovernment intro-
duce any measure dealing with co-operation,
they can depend on the help and support of |
the Country party.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: It is
one of the first planks in our platform.

Mr. COSTELLO: They bave adopted so
much of our policy tha} they might as well
adopt our policy of co-operation, and, if
thex do, they will get our support.

Myr. Courins: Why not put your co-oper-
ative plank into operation?

My, COSTELLO : If vou will give us the
power, we will put it into operation. You
put it into operation, and you will get the
support of the Country party.

A Goveexmext Mruper: Why are there
two parties opposite?

Mr. COSTELLO: We are free men on this

side. We are not tied to any organisation
that can threaten us in our electorates. We
come into this House as frec individuals,

and we can exercise our votes in the interests
of our electorates and country. We stand for
freedom of speech and freedom of action,
and. membcers of this party do not have to
consult their leader as to how they shall
vote on any question. We vote according to
our conscience, and, when you introduce co-
operation, you will get the hearty support
of every member of the Country party.

Another important matter that has been
overlooked for many ycars is the question of
railway communication between Milmerran
and Koorcongarra. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that the prickly-pear pest is destroying
thousands of acres of first-class land in the
Kooroongarra district. They are 25 miles
from a railway and have to cross black-soil
plains, and the settlers in that distriet can-
not compete with the people alongside the
railway simply because they arc handicapped
with pear. Next week they will come down
here and put before the Government a case
that would bring tears to the cyes of the
hardest man. They are 25 miles from a rail-
way, and are fighting prickly-pear to save
this land. Are they getting any considera- .
tion from the Government? No. But when
the rents are due, if they get into arrears
with the repayment of interest and redemp-
tion, they are charged 10 por cent. penalty.
It will be necessary to build a railway from
Milmerran out to Kooroongarra in order to
save this country from the prickly-pear pest.
Kooroongarra is all beautiful brigalow scrub

-
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country, but prickly-pear is taking possession
of 1it, and, urless something is done, the
settlers will be leaving and coming down
here for a job on the railway or the trams.
When they get down here you will never get
them back again. Any man who comes down
here and gets a job on the railways or on the
tramways will never go back on the land.
He is the best as:ct we have on the land, as
he knows the business from A to Z, and why
sce him forced off ? He has no pleasure there,
and, when he reads his newspaper and finds
out what excitements and pleasures there are
in Brisbane, he says that he can work in the
city as well as anyone else, and comes down
here to get a job. 1 am approached every
week by young men wiih a request to help
them to join the Police Force. It is a pity
that we have to give these references to these
men fo tske them off the tand to come down
here. We should stop that drift, and, if the
Government arc prepared to meet the con-
ditions of these people and give them some
relief in the way of railways, lower rents, and
cheaper land 1n the south-western part of
Queensland, it will be a step in the right
direction,

Mr. PETERSON  (Normanby): Mr.
Speaker,—I desire at {he outset of my
remarks to fender you my congratulations
on your having again ascended to the chair,
and I also wish personally to express my
sincere thanks for the very kind considera-
tion you gave to me, as Speaker of the
Chamber, during one of the most trying
periods of my life. However, I take it that
you gave to me that consideration which it
was your duty tc give to any hon. member.
I sincerely trust that your present tenure of
office will be as pleasant as it was during the
last three years, and that, when it expires,
vou may be acceptable to all sections of the
Hecuse and become Speaker again.

T desire to express my appreciation for the
opportunity of coming back to this House.

OpposITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. PETERXON: I was one of those who
were to be eclipsed—to come to a dead end
in politics. However, I am pleased that the
electors of Normanby have endorsed the
position I took up.

OrrosiTioN MEeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. PETERSON: In spite of the tactics
adopted and the innuendoes and falsehoods
circulated broadeast from one end of the
Normanby electorate to another, I have becn
returned triumphantly as the hon. member
for Normanby. However, in a parliamentary
contest someone is vanquished, and even if
I had been defeated. it would have been no
disgrace with all the forces arrayed against
me.

Mr. Corigr: You had a very creditable
win.

Mr. PETERSON. I was very much struck
with the brevity of His Excellency’s Speech,
and when I perused it, after having listened
to its delivery in the Chamber, I came to the
conclusion that I had never read a more
Tory address in my life. It is a replica of
the Governors’ Speeche: which you get in
Victoria—that much-abused Tory State we
hear so much about.” Why is it that we have
such a programme placed before the people
of Queensland? Is there one word in it for
the workers, or to enable the workers to get
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better conditions than they have had during
the past seven years? I shall endeavour tec
show where the Government have lamentably
failed in keeping their promise to the
workers, I am going to deal, not so much
with what is contained in the Speech—
because, looking at it superficially, anybody
but a Bolshevist or a Communist could sup-
port. it. It is perfectly tolerant and peace-
able, if satizfactorily carried out.

We have heard what a wonderful asset the
sugar industry is to Queensland. That is so,
and every credit must be given to State or
Wederal Governments for their actions in the
past in helping to build up that industry. We
have to realise also thai side by side with
it we have a greater industry at the present
time in the sheep and wool industry, and
allied to that again is the cattle industry.
Why is there no mention whatever in Ilis
Excelleney’s Speech of the cattle industry,
when the cattle-men are practically down and
out? 1 am speaking not only for the big men,
Lut for the small selectors who are scattered
broadcast over the Normanby electorate.
There is not a single sentence in the Speech
indicating that the Land Court is to recaive
instructions that they are not to harass these
men any further with excessive rentals. No-
assurance to that effect is given; but I hope
it may be an oversight, and that hon. gentle-
men controllizg the opposite side will realise:
that it is their duty to protect the great cattle
industry instead of trying to extinguish it.
I sincerely trust that my few words on that
matter will not be amiss, and that the
Government will give effect to my suggestion..

Another thing is that many of them
have been Dback-rented for seven years.
They were caught at a critical period when
they could not sell their stock, and were
back-rented for that pertod. They were given
a certain time in which to pay the back rent °
to the department, and many of them were
financially cerippled. In the Normanby elec-
torate there are scores of people who are
bankrupt as the result of that policy—not
so much from the back-renting as from pay-
ment of the money being cuoforced within a
specified time. These pcople appealed for
merey, but not one single word about mercy
is contained in the Governor’s Speech. The
only reply the people have got is with
regard to the 10 per cent. penalty. So far
as the farmers in the Normanby electorate
are concerned, those who are not able to get
money from money-lenders have been fined
10 per cent. because they could not pay the
rent.

A GoverxuExt MEeuBER: Did you not sit
behind this Government when that Bill was
passed ?

Mr. PETERSON: No, the question of the
10 per cent. penalty was not brought up at
all in the amending measure,

Mr. Morasn: That was put in by the
Denham Government.

Mr. PETERSON : It does not matter who-
did it ; the point is that it should be removed.
There is no political capital to be made out
of it. !

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: Are you quite
sure we are enforcing the 10 per cent. now?

Mr. PETERSON: You are changing your
tune a little bit now. -

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Why not be

“honest ?

M. Peterson.]
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Mr. PETERSON: The first assurance I taken the ratoon cotton and given it a

have that it is changed has come from one
of your own members. I am glad to hear
that it has been altered, but in connection
with the very last case I had just a few
weeks ago the 10 per cent., fine was being
enforced. There was a farmer named Kelsey
in the Dalma district who took up a selection
in the Dalma serub. He and his wife and
<children felled a lot of scrub, burnt it, and
planted a crop of cotton. Owing to the policy
of the Government condemning ratoon cotton,
these people were unable to pay their land
rents.

The HoME SECRETARY: Did they get a first
<rop ?

Mr. PETERSON: I am coming to that,
but I prefer to make my speech in my own
way. This man died, and the wife worked
the farm. Now she has received notice, with
a 10 per cent. penalty.

The IOME SECRETARY :
previous crop?

Mr. PETERSON: Yes. I may explain
that the previcus crop was a plant crop. The
sgricultural experts, Mr. Jones and others,
went round the district and advised these
growers to ratoon their cotton, and in the
same year there appeared in the *° Agricul-
tural Journal” and other papers circulating
throughout Quecensland a report to the effect
that the Government were prepared to pay
55d. per lb. for all cotton grown in Quecns-
land. It did not say plant cotton, or ratoon
cotton, or any other kind of cotton. The
result was that these people, acting in con-
sonance with the advice of the Government
experts and the published reports, ratooned
their cotton.

The HOME SECRETARY :
ago?

Mr. PETERSON : This last season.

The Howme SECRETsRY: Mr. Jones has not
been in the department this year,

Mr. PETERSON : I said, “ 3Ir. Jones and
other experts.” I have here a notice from
the Department of Public Lands calling upon
a selector to pay the arrcars with the 10 per
cent. penalty included.

f'Ijhs ATTORNEY-GENERAL : What is the date
of 1t?

Mr. PETERSON : 15th February, 1923.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Has he asked for
a remission ?

Mr. PETERSON : The replies I alway: got
—and I defy the hon. gentleman to show
-one case in which it was otherwise—were that
they could have the rents deferred, but that
the penalty would be 10 per cent. So did the
hon. member for Burnctt and other hon.
members. If there was ever barefaced repu-
diation to the agriculturist or cotton grower,
we had it in the edict issued by the Secretary
for Agriculture. I quite agree that he is
‘trying to do his very best to foster the cotton
mdqstry, and I do not wish to make any
capital out of what may appear to be a mis-
take; but, when the (overnment issued
instructions through their experts and by
_advertisements that they were prepared to
take all cotton grown in Queensland, the
loast they could have done, even though the
British delegation condemned ratoon cotton—
since, I understand, the Federal Government
helped them in their liability—was to have

[Mr. Peterson.
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chance. This unfortunate woman was unable
to meet her land rents, and I have here a
letter from the department, according to
which she is to be mulcted to the extent of
10 per cent. penalty if she cannot meet her
commitments. I would like it to be publicly
printed that the Minister states that the 10
per cent. penalty is remitted. It is a most
remarkable thing that we have been told that
it was in the Land Aect and that it could
not be altered, and that we are now told
that the Minister can alter the Act without
consulting Parliament. They have told me
time after time that it could not be altered—
you can see the correspondence in the Depart-
ment of Public Lands—but now they are
doing it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who said
so? .

Mr. PETERSON: You just now asked,
“ Did they ask for a remission?’’ and, ‘“ Are
they mnot getting it?”’ and we are told that
the hon. memher for Burnett stated that he
had got it.

Mr. Carter: And you have bhad it done.

Mr. PETERSON: I am preparced to give
£5 to the Brisbane Hospital if the hon.
member can show me one case, if he will do
likewise if he fails.

The next omission I am sorry to notice
from the Governor’s Speech is any assurance
to the workers that there is not going to be a
further reduction in wages. I am one of those
members who say that it should be the aim
and object of any Government, whether
Labour or any other kind, to see that the
standard of living is raised to the highest
possible pinnacle. You cannot bring that
about by reducing the wages of the workers
by 5 per cent. at different perieds; but there
is not one word in the (Governor’s Speech
which tells us that there is going to be no
further retrenchment or reduction of wages
or salaries of the public service. So far
as I am concerned, except under the most
exceptional circumstances, I never intend to
vote for any reduction of wages. Hven under
the basic wage as it stands to-day it often
puzzles me how workers can live under exist-
ing conditions, and I never thought that it
would fall to the lot of the Labour Govern-
ment—never mind what a Tory Government
would do—to induce the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Court to reduce wages.

Mr. HyNes: Do you favour an award for
cotton picking?

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, if you protect the
producer of cotfon.

Mr. Hynes: Do you favour the application
of the basic wage?

Mr. PETERSON:
equal—absolutely.

Hon. F. T. BerExyaN: You were the biggest
advocate for increased wages when you were
on this side,

Mr. PETERSON: So I am now, and I say
that the party with whom I am associated
are pledged against the reduction of the
workers’ wages.

Hon. F. T. BrexnaN: They moved for a
reduction of 10 per cent. in the last Parlia-
ment.

Mr. PETERSON: On salaries over £300.
Hon. members opposite are getting £500 a

Yes, all things being
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year. Whom did they hit first? Did they
not hit the employees of the State by
reducing them 5 per cent.? They should be
proud of their work. (Government interjec-
tions.) So far as I am concerned, I shall
never be associated or allied with any party
which stand for a reduction in wages. I am
glad to see hon. members opposite getting a
little bit agitated. If I provoked no inter-
jections, I would bo sure I was not hurting
them.

The next thing I am going to refer to
which T am sorry to see omitted from the
Speech is any reference to opportunities for
the workers to get their own homes.

We have been told that there is a Workers’
Homes Act. What does that mean? It
means the segregation of workers into com-
pounds in certain arcas where the Govern-
ment resume lands.  They would have to
accept the perpetunal leasehold tenure. 1 do
1ot object to that, but I believe in giving
a selector preference as to which tenure suits
fis pocket best. Why is there not provision
in the Workers” Dwellings Act to ensble the
worker 10 get the same advantage as can be
secured in Victoria—that Tory State, as it is
called? In Victoria, for every £10 that is
advanced by the worker, £90 is advanced by
ihe Corporation that has charge of these
Trust Funds.

The Home Secrerary: Here £95 s
advancaed.
Mr. PETERSON: Under the perpetual

lease system. Here a man is not only a per-
petual leascholder, but he is a perpetual slave
to the Government, too. I regret that there
is no provision enabling workers who desire to
live in the suburbs of Brisbane a better oppor-
tunity of getting a _home than they have at
the present time. Why is there a shortage of
homes at the present moment? We heard from
the answers to questions to-day that so much
less had been spent during the past few years
than the previous few years in that direction.
Why is *hat? The reason is because the cozt
of workers’” homes to-day is out of all pro-
portion to what it was iz 1914. You might
ask what that has to do with workers’
dwellings.  The question is the cost of
timber. It is a matter affecting the con-
struction of workers” homes, When we stand
for the Jevelling up of the worker by giving
him the best conditions and the best wages
we should do our best to remove him from
the atmosphere of rentpaying in which he
lives. We should place him in such a posi-
tion that he can become the owner of his cwn
little castle. There is nothing wrong in
advoecating that. The worker shounld be given
ihat right. We plead for that right. T regret
that there is no provision in the Governor’s
Speech for an amendment of the Workers’
Dwellings Act in order to extend the bene-
fits to those which can be obtained in Vic-
toria. I hope that it will be in the schedule
mentioned at the conclusion of the Specch.

1 believe in the Government’s policy enun-
ciated there with regard to reafforestation.
I think it is only right that the Government
should take the fullest possible steps to pre-
serve the forests and propagate suitable
timber trecs for future generations. I do not
quarrel with that; but I object to the present
generation being levied on for the whole cost
of that. In 1914, when T was building houses
in Rockhampton, we paid 26s. per 100 super-
ficial feet for first-class pine, which to-day
costs £3 6s. in Brisbane delivered on the job.
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There is something remarkably wrong when
there is that difference in price in timber
when comparing 1914 with 1922, What has
heen the resuls of that? By this secret policy
artificially called * stumpage,” and by the
irflation of the charge for timber royalty,
the result has been that three or four workers
Lave to herd together in one house in dif-
ferent parts of Brisbane. They cannot afford
to get their own homes, with the result
that many a man comes home at night
to those tenements and is unable to find his
own children. Who has got the difference
between 26s. per 100 superficial fcet in 1914
and £3 6s. per 100 superficial feet now? The
workers have not got it.

Mr. Carter: How much of that is royalty?
Mr. PETERSON : It depends on the dis-

tance from the railway. In 1920, in some
instances, it was as high as 30s. per 100 super-
ficial feet on pine. If my deductions are
incorrect, the fact is paramount that we have
to pay three times more for timber to-day
than we did in 1914, That is a fact that is
preventing the workers from getting their
own homes. I appeal to the Government to
tr7 and do something to rcorganise the
T'orestry Department so that the workers
can get cheaper timber, and thus 'enmble
them to get chcaper homes. By doing so,
—ou will do something that will earn the
gratitude of thousands of people in this State.
"1 am pleased to note that the Government
arc very keen advocates of the principle of
co-operation so far as agrieulture 1s con-
cerned.  As a member of Parliament T will
give them every possible assistance to attain
any co-operative goal. Hére in  the
Governor’s Speech, whilst there are fore-
shadowed agricultural co-operative schemes,
not one single scheme is suggested for
co-operative industries. Are not the indusz-
trialists as much entitled to ro-operative
measures, and to engage in industries co-
operativeiy, and why shculd not the Govern-
ment place at the dispesal of the wovkers
the right to obtain their own factories just
as they did to the man on the land the right
to maintain their own butter factories?
That is our policy. (Government dissert.)
There is nothing wrong in attempting to give
ta the worker the full resnlt of his produe-
tion. I am amazed beyond description at
the omission of measures like that, and I
soriously hope these will be given effect to.
What have the Government to offer to the
workers after seven years’ tenure of office?
Assumine that we are making this the best
Siate, so far as hnmanitarian legislation 1s
concerned, that bald fact is that, when a man
who through stress of circumstances is left
in a poor condition, when he atfains the age
of sixty-five years. there is only one thing
open to him, and that is the cld-age pension.
That is the hichest ideal reached bv this
(tovernment. We on this side of the House
stand for the best conditions possible, the
highest wages, and better housing. We will
take him away from the speetre which rises
in front of him in his old age—the miserable
pittance of the old-age pension. We stand
for a system of national insurance so that,
when a man attains the age of sixtv-five
cears. he will be able to retire on an allow-
ance. and not be in a position where the
pelice come around and root into his hanking
account. He will receive this allowance as
a right. and there will be nothing he need
feel ashamed of under a policy of that
description. I shall endeavour, so far as I

Myr. Peterson.]
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am concerned, to do all in my power to see
it brought to a successful fruition by advo-
cating 1t wherever 1 can.

Another question I wish to touch upon is
the question of increased settlement. The
Government have gone to a lot of expense
and trouble, and no doubt with good inten-
tions, to try and induce a large number of
settlers to come to Queensland. I notice by
to-day’s paper where they have received a
large number of applications from other parts
of Australia. The point is that we should not
be so anxious to secure settlers from other parts
of Australia as we should be to attract new
sottlers altogether. The position has been
80 bad that the Government have not seen
fit to engage in a bold immigration policy,
with the result that we shall be confronted
with a serious problem at a vers early date.
To-day there is a_glut in many of our pro-
ducts. Assuming the Government place 6,000
settlers. on the Burnett lands and elsewhere,
we shall have a glut in everything—a glut in
butter, a glut in pineapples, and in the
majority of cases we shall find the markets
are gluited. The result is that, if you bring
more people here and settle them in the
way the Government intend, you will have
still more glutted markets. Why did not the
Government insert in the Governor’s Speech
some provision which would create secondary
industries, and by building up our industries
in that way build up markets for our own
produce? We heard a lot this afternoon
about 80 per cent. of the beef that is grown in
Queensland being consumed in Queensland
and the other States, and only 20 per cent.—
a remnant—sent overseas, or to where there
is a market. The point is that the best
market we can have for our sugar or produee
of any kind is our own market, and I sin-
cerely trust that, in order to encourage tho
establishment of sccondary industries here,
the  Government will ‘notify intending
investors that we are prepared to exempt
them from payment of income tax for a
period of five years. (Give them some
encouragement to come here, and then we
shall sce the need for larger land schemes,
beeause by this means we shall help to create
a market for our own produce—a market
which is much better than the overseas
market.

The next matter T wish to touch on is the
question of fodder conmscrvation. The Go.
vernmeni have foreshadowed in His Excel-
lency’s Speech that they intend to give
serious thought to this important problem ;
but what puzzles me is that we have for
years, per medium of the Agricultural Bank,
given an opportunity to scttlers to obtain a
few hundred pounds for the purpose of
building silos. Why has not the offer been
taken up? And why is such an offer not
taken up? Why is there no publicity, and
why the need of a special Bill? All' I can
#ay 1s that any measures such as those enun-
ciated dealing with water schemes, fodder
conservation, and the alteration of our
water laws will have my cordial support.
While spcaking on water conservation, let
me say that the one big trouble that we
have had in the past, so far as land settle-
ment is concerned, is that settlers have gone
on to dry areas and have not been able to
get water. Later they were able to go to
the Agricultural Bank and obtain a loan,
but that loan was not available until water
was actually found, with the result that
people were unable to obtain the loan, and
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suffered considerable hardship. The pro-
posed Bill aims at overcoming that diff-
culty and at making it possible for settlers
to obtain the loan, which will be a great
boon to the scttlers of Queensland, Pparticu-
larly those in dry areas. My experience in
the Dawson Valley from 1915 to 1927, gene-
rally speaking, was that the settlers suffered
a very cruel time on account of water
shortage, and it was a lamentable mistake
to induce people to go on to areas like that
where no facilities existed for water. One
by one they got over that, but that docs not
do away with the fact that the Agricultural
Bank does not advance one cent. to them
until the water is in the well. Many a man
has exhausted the whole of his little fortune
in trying to find water. Any measure of
that description will have my most cordial
support, and I trust the Government will
give effect to it at the earliest possible
moment,

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): I beg toc move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

DINGO AND MARSUPIAL DESTRUC-
TION ACT AMENDMEXNT BILL.

IxtrraTIoN 1N COMMITTEE.
(Vr. M. J. Kivwan, Brisbane, in the chair))

Mr. KIRWAN (Brishans) on taking the
cbair said :—I desire to take this opportunity
of expressing to hon. members my sincere
gratitude for again electing me to the posi-
tion of Chairman of Committees. 1 can
assure them that I realise the responsibilities
of the position and I appreciate the honour
very much, and I trust, with the assistance of
hon. members generally, to carry out the
duties in a manner that will reflect credit on
myself and honour on the position, and give
satisfaction to membeors of the Committee
generally.

HonoUrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SRCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham): I beg teo
move— )

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend section 18 of the
Dingo and Marsupial Destruction Act of
1918 in a certain patvticular.”

I might inform the Committee that the par-
ticular in which it is proposed to amend the
Act is the section which makes it arbitrary
that the bonus paid for foxes and dingoes
should he not less than £1. It has been
found in practice that quite a number of
‘boards have ““ gone broke” through having
to pay £1 per head for foxes. Partlcuvlarlj;
is this so on the border of New South Wales,
as in New South Wales the Pastoral Protec-
tion Board ouly pays 2s. 6d. for the scalp
of a fox. An additional argument in favour
of the amendment is that during last year
the average value of fox skins in Sydney
was about 14s. each. One of the boards last
vear was only able to pay for 2,313 fox
scalps, and the unpaid fox scalps amounted
to 3,652, That is to say, they owe the
scalpers £3,652, and they are collecting that
at the rate of 1,000 per month, so the
position is somewhat serious. For that
rcason it was thought advisable to amend
the Act and fix the bonus from time to time
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by regulation. I am not prepared, at the
present time, to say what reduction should
be made, but a substantial reduction should
be made in fox scalps, particularly as the
skins are worth such a big sum. Quite a
number of boards have fixed the maximum
assessment 0s., and they are still in arrears
in payment.

Mr. Corsir: Would the maximum apply
to all the boards in the State, or only to the
boards on the border of the State?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
All the boards have not fixed a maximum,
but quite a number of them have., The
figures for last ycar are not available, but
the figures available now show that 38,666
dingo scalps and 14,646 fox scalps were paid
for at £1 per head. It is rather a significant
fact that the boards on the border, that is
on the Darling Downs, Paroo, 8t. George, and
Western Downs, paid for 11,616 fox scalps
out of a total of 14,646.

Mr. Morcean: How many
New South Wales?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is quite possible that a very large number
were killed in New South Wales and brought
cver to Quecnsland to collect the £1, as only
2s. 6d. is paid for scalps in New South Wales.
The question may be asked, ‘““Why not
amend the Act in other directions? The
Council of Agriculture at the present time
are considering some important amendments
in the Aect, but I desire this amendment to
be made with the least possible delay.

Mr. CORSER (Burrett): It is not my
intention tc offer any objection to the pro-
posed Bill, but I will say that, after quite a
{ot of consideration and very many import-
ant deputations from pastoralists and those
concerned, the Dingo Act was brought into
being, and it was considered then that by
paying $£1 per head we would gradually
reduce the number of dogs and foxes
throughout the State. A tremendous amount
of money has been spent since that time, and
it seems a shame that a request for a
reduction in the rate should be mnecessary
on the grounds stated by ihe Minister. It
would have been better if the Minister had
been able to induce the New South Wales
Government to take some action to enable
them to destroy their own dogs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
you suggest I should do that?

Mr. CORSER: You generally take credit
for most of the things that are good in
that State, bur do not take credit for the
things that are bad. 'There seems to be
some anomaly, and it is not going to assist
some of the boards to try and keep foxes
down. Foxes are just making their appear-
ance in my district. It would be a great
pity in any way to damp their ardour and
their desire to keep them back, because they
are making headway. I think the dingoes
could not be worse than they are in our
district at the present time.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 am sorry the
Minister is not going further in amending
the Act in regard to the matter under dis-
cussion. While T agree that something should
be done to reduce the amount of money to
be paid for the scalps of foxes and dingoes,
the (Government have now an opportunity to
show that they are genuinely out to assist
the cattlemen by removing this burden from
their shoulders. Why should men who own
cattle, where the dingo does not do them

were killed in
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damage to any extent, be forced to pay two-
thirds of the cost of destruction?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
nct put it in this clause.

Mr. MORGAN : You have put in the words
“in a certain particular,” and those words
cught to be deleted, and an opportunity
given to relieve the cattlemen of this burden.
We do not ask the sheepmen to assist in keep-
ing down the tick—the cattlemen have to
carry the whole of the burden. |

A GOvERNMERT MEMBER: No; they are the
werst offenders.

Mr. MORGAN: We do not complain,
because sheep do not spread the tick, but
why should cattlemen carry two-thirds of the
burden in respeet of the destruction of foxes
and dingoes when cattlemen receive no
damage from the destruction done by foxes
and very little by dingoes? Ion. members
opposite cannot justify the faet that the
cattleman who is down and out to-day should
contribute two-thirds of the money collected
for the destruction of foxes and dingoes. I
kuow that the Minister does not agree with
it. This is an instance in which we can
relieve the cattlemen from the burden which
they carry to-day in respect to this matter.
Tt is not a fair thing to ask the cattlemen
to contribute, as they are doing now, the bulk
of the money required for the destruction of
these pests, when the sheepmcn are not
paying their proportion.

Mr. GiLpay: Is that the case now?

Mr. MORGAN: We discovered from the
Department of Agriculture that the cattle-
men are contributing two-thirds of the money
which is collected, and why should they have
to contribute this amount to keep down some-
thing which is not damaging them?

Hon. F. T. BrexNaN : Because they let the
dingoes brecd on their holdings.

We do

Mr. MORGAN: That is absolute non-
sense, It is right to saddle the cattlemen
with something, but not the proportion

which they are asked to pay at the present
moment. The Minister knows perfectly well
that the cattiemen need immediate relief.
Here is an opportunity for him to do some-
thing, by striking out the words * a certain
particular > and inserting the words  cer-
tain particulars.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I am
not prepared to amend the Act generally
now. .

Mr. MORGAN : Will you give an under-
taking that, if evidence 1s brought that the
cattlemen are entitled to this assistance, roun
will further amend it this session?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes.

Mr. MORGAN: Then I am satisfied.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHARMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
presented the Bill, and moved—
“ That the Bill be now read a first
time.”
Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Wednesday next.

Hon, W. N. Gillies.]
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DISEASES IN POULTRY BILL.
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE *
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Fackam), in moving—

“ That it is desirable to introduce a
Bill to make better provision with
respect to diseases in poultry,”

said—This BIll is really on the lines of the
Diseases in Stock Act, so much so that the
department thought that it would be possible
to include poultry in that measure, as has
been done in Victoria, South Australia, and
Western Australia; but the Crown Law
authorities did not think it could be done in
that way. It therefore becomes necessary to
introduce a separate measure. It is designed
to protect poultry breeders and also the
public against diseases in poultry. Quite a
number of complaints have been made to me
about diseased poultry in the market, and we
find it necessary to protect all concerned
against their spread.

[10.30 p.m.}]

Mr. MorgaN: Will everyone have to send
in a fowl return?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. There will be a form of inspection. The
Bill provides for the constitution of districts.
It will not apply to the whole of Queensland.
The districts will be mapped out, and, by
proclamation, the provisions of the Bill wiil
be applied to certain districts as it is found
necessary. Although we have had no power
to prevent these fowls from being sold, the
vendors have been reasonable, and have
agreed to their being destroyed. We want to
have power to destroy them, and to be able
to give the owners notice to destroy them.

Mr. MoreaN: How do you propose to
raise funds?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No funds will be raised. The only funds that
will be raised will be by way of fines. I hope
that no neecessity will arise for the imposing
of fines, When it is remembered that the
value of the poultry indusiry in Australia
last year was nearly £10,000,000. and nearly
£500,000 in Quecnsland, ‘we can realise the
importance of the poultry industry. The
measure is a simple one, and is necessary in
the interssts of the breeder and the general
public.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

F1rsT READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N Gillies, Zacham) presented the
Bill, and moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Wednesday next.

The House adjourned at 10.33 p.m.
[Hon. W. N. Gillics.





