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Special AdJournment. [ASSEMBLY.] The Govemc'r·8 Opening Speech. 

WEDNESDAY, 11 JULY, 1923. 

PRESE~TA'l'IO:\ OF SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Bertram, .lfa,·cel 
iook the chair at 10 o'clock, and said: I 
,hall now nrocced io GoYCl'tJment House. 
thN<> to present myself to His Excellency 
the GoYernol'. 

The Speake>r th<>n ldt the chair. 

On the I-lousc rcstnning at three n1iuutc;-; 
t'l 12 o'dcck, 

TLc SPEAKER said: I hav'" to report 
that I have this day presented my~elf to 
B ic Exccllcucy tlw Gov0rnor as the member 
('hmcn for the high and honourable office 
of Speaker, and that His Exccltency was 
11lcast:d to congratulate n1e upon my election. 

Ho~ODRABLE 1IE:\1BERS : I-Icar, hear ! 

THE UOVERl'\Oil'S OPENI::\G SPEECH. 

At noon His Excellonc,y the Governor came 
in state to Prrrliamcnt Hou,;e, was announced 
L.~~ the Sergea11t at l~rn1s, and recoiv.ed by 
tbc Speaker (Hon. \V. Bertram) at the bar. 

The members of the Assembly being Sf' ited, 

His Exce\leuc,, read the Opening Speech, 
''" follo\\,; :- • 

•; Gt>ntlcn~cn of the LcgislatiYe A"'scrnbly,
f 1,:eleo!Tw vou as mc1nbcrs of , this nE'\V 
Parliament \\~hieh has rnct under the guid
ance of my old a.d,-isers. 

" Since the dissolution of the last Parlia
rncnt I have again visited the ~orth and 
\\' 0st of Queensland, and once more satis
iied myself that in these parts of the State 
" white population eau live and flourish. 
"\t tho same time, I rc:1lisc that they suffer 
from certain inconvc-nicnecs and \Yant of 
r.meniiics not expC'ricncE.·d in cooler clirnates 
H nU in 1norc settled parts. The inconveni
cncC's due to clin1at," arc largely surmount
able by in1proyen1cnt in housing and other 
conditions. But this rr1eans, at any rnL~ for 
the man on the land, higher cost of living 
i11 most of Queensland than is entailc•d in 
Southern countries for the snm.c standard of 
comfort, and therefore requires every man's 
industry to bo n1ore ren1unerativc. The cure 
for la,:k of llmenities is no doubt closer 
settlement, vvhich bring .. with it improved 
1 ..... ads and other colnmun1cations. and n1ore 
ngrp.e.l_ble social condjtion'". \Vith closer 
settlement, more closely binding communities 
together, and the industry of individual 
twoducers sufficiently rewarded to ensure 
health and comfort .. I ha,-e no doubt of the 
great future of the North and ·west of 
Queonslancl. 

"'l.'he Parliament which has just been 
electc~d is faced with the task of dealing 
with many problems of great moment to 
the people of the State. 

"A number of important industries have 
suffered severdy from drought conditions, 
and, owing to the unremunerative prices 
which are ruling for certain products in the 
world's markets, others are labouring under 
disabilities. 

"Notwithstanding these difficulties, the 
outlook for Queensland is by no means dis
couraging. Queensland's ability to make 
rapid recoyery from seasonal adversity; the 
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expectation of improved market conditions 
for tbe products of our industries; the 
celerity with which new areas of land are 
being prepared for seitkment; and the pros
pects of the cotton industry: all indicate for 
the future a condition of profitable indnstrial 
and commercial activity for the State. 

" With a view to accelerating closer set
tlement in the grazing areas of vV estern 
Queensland. it is the intention of my advi
sers to provide for the resumption of some 
of tho pastoral holding·s, and their subdi
YisiDn into grazing· fanns. 

" The losqcs suffered by owners of live 
stock during the recent dry season acutely 
demonstrate the necessity for a more exten
sive system of fodder conservation, and tho 
provision of more adequate water supply 
facilities for settlers in the dry areas. My 
advisers hope, after consultation with the 
Council of Agricn1ture, to sub1nit nteasun.J 
dealing with both of the'o 'ubjects. 

"The sugar industry has been faced 
1vith a yery critical position) o1ving to the 
tardine'S of the Commonwealth Govern
ment in declaring· its intentions tow'lrd the 
indust.ry on tho expiration of the sugar 
agreement. The proposal eyentually put 
forward by the Commonwealth, although 
'•' holly inadequate to stabilise the inctnstry 
and ensure fair pricers to the producers, has 
had t<:J be accepted, as the only alternatiYe 
would result in an increased control by 
the rofi:ning interests, uncertainty a'3 to 
prices and conditions, and difficult·,· m 
financing the prc~ent crop. V 

" Ono of the undoubted difficulties with 
which the soldier settlers have to •eon
tend is the over-capitalisation of their hold
ings. In most cases. the improyement.s on 
the holdings were effected when costs were 
unusually high, and as a conscqnence the 
improved blocks to-day do not, in many 
instances) l'Pprescnt a Yaluo comn1ent'urato 
with the indebtcdnees attached to them. 
It is the int-eJCtion of mv adviJers to order 
FL r('yaluation of thr, hoidings \vith a YlO\v 

to reducing. '' l1ere it is 11ecossary, the 
capital liability of the settlers. 

" Tho British Empire Exhibition will be 
held in Eng-land next year. Quec•n·oland is 
participating· in this venture in co-opera
tion with the Commonwealth and the other 
St,atf's. J\'Iy advisers .are doing cvervthjng 
possible to ensure that this State's pr"oducts 
will be creditablv represented at the exhibi-
tion. " 

"During the next bvo years loans aggre
gating £25.196.634 will mature. Arrang-e
ments for the conversion of these loans must 
shortly be m a do, and a Bill to grant the 
necP,sary authoritv will be introduced. 
Authonty also will be sought to raise 
additional funds to carry on the ordinary 
loan services of the State. 

" The financial position has continued to 
occupy tho serious attention of my advisors. 
Although tho ;:]eficit for the year just ended 
was smaller than was estimated in last 
year's budget, my advisers recognise tho 
ncchsitv of continued economv. The Esti
mates for the current year a·ro 'being pre
pared with due regard tD the exigencies 
of the situation. -

"Among- other proposals which 
brought before Parliame,nt. you 
asked to consider the following:-

will 
will 

be 
be 

A hill tD deal with the Burnett and 
Calli de V alley lands, which will 
shortly be opened for selection ; 

A Rill to provide a Scheme of Develop
ment for the Palmerston area in the 
vicinity of Innisfail; 

An Amendment of the Main Roads Act 
to enable the Main Roads Board to 
undertake the construction of 
develonmental roads in ureas about 
to be ~ettled ; 

A Forestry Bill; 
A Scheme to provide 

ply facilitie' in 
tricts; 

An Income Tax Bill; 

better \Vater sup
agricultural dis-

An amendment of the Industrial Arbi
tration Act. principally to enlarg< 
the scop0 of the existing mc::tsur0; 

A Grea tor Brisbane Bill ; 
A Liquor Act Amendment Bill: 

A Hospitals Act Amendment Bill.: 
A Rill to provide for the becter super·· 

vision of insurance C'Ompanics; 

A Bill to proYidc enronragcmcnt; for oil 
prospe-cting. and to protect the pub
lic from the opon1tions of "wild
elf." co::::.1panlcs; 

An amendment of the law relating to 
jurics; 

An amendn1ent of the \Yorkcrs' Conl
pcnsu tion Act; 

A Bill to make better provision foe 
co-operative coinpanics; 

A Bill to TJrovidc for the adeqnate < Hl

trol of the cotton industry: 
A Bill to provide a more libc:ral scheme 

of financial assistance for settlers; 

A J3il1 to provide for the consl'rvatlon 
of fodder; 

A Railway Act Amendment Bill; 

A Loan Bill. 
"To these and all other mattero which 

tnay bo brought before :vou I invite your 
earnest consideration, and I pray that the 
blessings of Divino Providence n1ay .attend 
your labours." 

His Excdlency then left the chamber. 
The SPEAKER left the chair at 12.11 p.m .. 

resuming at 3.30 p.m. 

COMMISSIO~ TO ADMINISTER OATH. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to inform 

the Houso that His Excellency the Gon'rnor 
hus been pleased to i·~lH' a Commis' ion nnder 
the a-rent seal of t.hc State emnowcnn'l' me 
to a"dminister the oath or affirmation of 
a.llegianco to such members as mav hcyc
after present themselves to be sworn. wlnoh 
I now direct the Clerk to read to the House. 

The Clerk read the Commission. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
MR. H. F. WALKER. 

Mr. H. F. Walker, having taken the 
oath and subscribed tho roll. took his se•.t 
as member for tho electoral di;triet• of 
Cooroora. 

Hon. W. Bertram.] 



Pap us Printed During Recess. [ASSE::VIBL Y.] Papers. 

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL. 
JcDGE FOR 1923. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
letter from Hi;; Honour the Chief Jmtice 
intimating that Hi3 Honour Mr. .Justice 
Shand would be the judge to preside at the 
sittings of the Elections Tribunal for the 
year 1923. 

I)ESTHUCTIO:'-J OF BALLOT-PAPERS. 
The SPEAKER announced that he had 

TCCeivod from the Clerk of the Parliament 
a letter reading-

" Legislative Assembly, 
"Brisbane, 1st Kovcmber, 1922. 

" Sir,-I have the honour to report 
that in pursuance of the resolPtion of tho 
Legislative Assemblv dated 27th Septem
ber, 1922. all ballo.t-paper·3, the period 
for the sdc-kecping of which had expired 
by law, were duly destroyed by fire this 
day. 

"I have the honour to he. 
"Sir, 

''Your obedient servant. 
" c. A. BER~.TAYS, 

"Clerk of the Parliament. 
"'rh•_• Honourable the Speaker. 

"Brisbane." 

PANEL OF TE?.lPORARY CHAIRMEN. 

The RPEAKEll: Pursnant to the require
ments of Si andinp; Order No. 13. I hereby 
nominatn tl1o fo1lD\Yi11:,~ mrmbcrs to forn1 tlH' 
panel of Temporary Chairmen during the 
present session:-

Frank Artlmr Cooper, member foe the 
electoral district of Bremer; 

Thomas Dunstan, member for the elec
toral district of Gym pie; 

R.eginald MacDonnell Kin£\. member for 
the ciPctoral district of Lo<;an; 

Gcor(\e Pollock. member for th~ elector..tl 
district of Grcgory; and 

Harry Frer1Prirk ·walker. member for the 
electoral district of Cooroora. 

PAPERS PRINTED DURING R.ECESS. 

• The _SPEAKER: I have to report that the 
tcllowmg pa pNs wt:re ordered to be printed 
.<nd circulated during roces6 :-

Report of the Royal Commission on the 
most suitable locations for sugar 
mills. 

Twenty-second annual report of the 
Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations. 

R.eport of the Auditor-General on accounts 
of central sugar mills for the vcar 
ended 30th June, 1922. · 

Thirty-scv, nth report of the Reg-istrar of 
Friendly Societies, Building Societies, 
and Industrial and Provident Socie
ties. 

Report 'Of the Auditor-General upon 
accounts of State enterpriPes for the 
year ended 30th June, 1922. 

Report of the Commissioner fat· Staie 
Enterprises for the year ended 30th 
June, 1922. 

f Hon. W. Bet·f1'am. 

Annual report of the Depa;·tment of Agri
culture and Stock for the year 1921-
1922. 

Statistics of the State of Queensland for 
year 1921. 

Report of the Inspector of Hospitals for 
the Insane. 

VACANCY DURING RECESS. 
HocKHAMPTOX BYE-ELI:CTION. 

The SPEAKER: In order to place it on 
,., cord, I ha.ve to report that follm1ing upon 
a vacancv in the representation of Rock
hampton "in the last Parl!ament, ea used by 
the re<signation of Fran,;rs MIChael Forde, 
a writ vvas issued for the electron of a 
member to fill the aforesaid vacancy, and 
that it ,, as duly returned with the name of 
George Pritehard Fan·ell endorsed !hereon. 

GOVERX:IIEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MI~ISTERIAL STATEMEl\''1'. 
CnANGES IN 1'!1rxrSTRY DcRING RECESS. 

The J'HE:iVIIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
!:'hillar;oc): I beg to Jay on the table of th,~ 
House copies of the '·Government Gazettes 
containing public notiflcat!ons of _the fol
lowing cha1 :;·cs in the ?.Imrstry, whrc~ have 
taken phcc siuce the close of last sesswn :-

"On 6th Octol,er. 1922, I resigned the 
officCJ of Sccrdan· for Pnblic \Vorks, and 
the Hon. \Ym: Forgan Smith was 
apppointcd to that office in my stead. 
The Hon. Jam os Slopford was, on the 
same date. appointed rt me·nbcr of the 
ExecutiYe Council. 

"On 2nd Julv 1923, the Hon. \Vm. 
1.1cCorn1ack rcS.i'gncd ·offirc as I--Iorne 
Secretary, and the Hon. John Harry 
Coync resigned office as SPf:rctary for 
Public Lands and as a member of the 
Executive Council; t.he Hon. \V m. 
JYTcCormack was avpointcd Secretary for 
Public Lands : the Hon. J ames Stop
ford. Home Secretary; and the Hon. 
Frar~k Tcnison Brennan was appointed 
a member of the Executive Council." 

GOVERNC'IIEN'f ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

PAPERS. 
Th(~ fo1lo~ving papers \vcre laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed:-
Rerrulations under thr, Public S0rvice 

Act of 1922. 
Despatches respecting permi~sion to ~er

tain gentlemen to rctam the trtle 
of "Honourable." 

Dc,;·>atchcs conveying His JYlajesty's 
assent to Acts paescd during the 
scs·,ion of 1922. 

Proclamation under the Profiieering 
Prevention Act of 1920. 

Also copies of "Government Gazette." 
containing the public notification of 
certain changes in the Ministry. 

Additional Rco-ulations under the 
Diseases in Plants Art of 1916, viz., 
52, 53, 54, 55. 56 (later rescinded), 
and 57. 

Additional Regulation. No. 30, under 
the Dingo and Marsupial Destruc
tion Act of 1918. 
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Regulations under the Primary Products 
Pools Act of 1922, and additional 
Regulations Kos. 38, 39, and 40. 

Regulations under tlw Primary l'ro
ducero' OrganisatiDn Act of 1922. 

Rc;sulations under tlw Fruit Cases Acts, 
1912-1922. 

Aleo report of the Advisory Committee 
appointed to inYe,tigate matters 
c-oncerning the usefulness of the 
Qncomland Agricultural Coll0>;"C. 

The following papers v,-crc laid on the 
'tctbk :-

Orders in Council under~ 
The Supreme Court Act of 1921 
The Magistrate'> Conrts Act of 1921; 
The Succeo·sion and Prohah Duties 

Acts, 1392 to 1920; and 
The \Vorkcrs' Compc-usation Acts, 1916 

to 1921. 

H.c5·ulations undC>r-
The Bhctions Act Df 1915: 
The \V'')1'kf'l'.:;' Conlpf'nsation Acts, 

1916 to 1921; and 

The Auctione01·s and Commis-ion Agents 
.-\et of 1922. 

LK\DERSHIP OF OPPOSITIO:\'. 

Mr. TA YLOR (lrind.<or) : I de sire to 
infDrm the House that at a meeting of the 
tlueensland 1Jnited Party I was elected 
leader of the OppositiDn, the hon. member 
for Oxley being elected deputy leader, all(! 
th0 hon. n1c1nbcr for J(urilpa '; "~-Thip." 

0PPOSITIOor J\IE}IBERS: Hear, hen·! 

LEADEHSHIP OF COu:\'TRY PARTY. 

. :CVIr. MOORE (J ubigny): I desire to 
mform the House that I ha,·o been clcct0d 
lcadPr of the Countr~' party, and i\lr. 13. 
H. Corser, the hon. mc.r1bor for I3urnett. 
deputy leader. 

0PPOSITIOor ::\lE:\IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

GOVERNOR'S OPE="ING SPEECH. 
The SPEAKER: I have to report that 

His Excellency the Governor this da., 
<lclive_red to ParliulnPnt an Op~~ning Specdl. 
of whrch for greater accuracy I have obtained 
a copy. I presume hon. members will take 
the Speech as read. 

IiONOURABLE METhiBERS: Hear. lwu 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
Mr. I3RUCE (K cnnecl1;), who was received 

:;ith Government cheers, said: I beg to 
ITlOVC-

"11ay it please Your Excellence',~ 

"\Ye, His ::vrajesty's loyal and dutiful 
subjects, the members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland, in Parliament 
assembled, desire to assure Your Excel
lencv of our continued loyalty and 
affection towards the throne and person 
of Onr Most Gracious SoYereign, and to 
tender our thanks to Your Excellencv 
for the Speech with which you haYc bee~ 
pleased to open the present session, 

"'I'he various measures to which Your 
F:xcellency has referred, and all other 

matters that may be brought before us, 
will· rectOiYc our most cueful considera
tion, and it shall be our carncot endeaYour 
so to deal with them that onr labours 
mav tend to the adyancement and 
pro,sperity of the State." 

Sir Matthew Nathan while occupying the 
pcsition of Governor of Queensland has shown 
an interest in the resources and prosperity 
d this State. He has also shown a keen 
interest in the hou'ing problem;; of the people 
in the fat northern and far western portions 
of the State. He rcfcned to this in his 
Speech this morning, and in the course of 
m,. address I will alSD touch on matters that 
w~re contained m the Speech of the 
Governo1·. 

I am pleased, as a supporter of a Labour 
Govonunent, to have the honour of rroving 
the adoption of the Addrc''S in Reply. 

Go\TERX:UEXT MEMBERS : }Iear, hear! 

1\Ir. I3R1JI:E: Many amt~sing and futile 
reasons have been given by the Press for tho 
mccess of Labour during the elections. Those 
r,oasons are futile and beside the point. The 
srccer,s of Labour arises from the fact that 
the Labour movement, first of all, is based 
Itpon ~cutin1cnt-a ~cntin1cmt th:tt is sup~ 
nurted bv the whok of the human race. 
Every 1nUn and wmnan who is listening to 
1110 to-day at b')lTIC period of their lives has 
lJad ideals of what life could be and of what 
life should be. That sentiment crvstallised 
into principles, and tho;:,o princip.lcs gave 
birth to a pla.tform. In 1915 on that platform 
Labour '"as successful in securing the reins 
of govornn1cnt in Queensland. 

GOYEHlOIE;>;T JlilD!BERS: Hc:s, hear! 

1\ir. I3RuCE: At a later date, when they 
\rLI·o succr-.::.sful in abolishing the Legislative 
Council~~ 

GOI'ER;>;~IEKT JHEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. I3RUCE: They were enabled to place 
tnnny splendid enactinont.;:; on the statuto
book. 

Go';Em;:,rE;>;'f 11E:liBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. I3RUCE: Labour's majority at th0 
last election amplif1es the appreciation of 
the people of the legislatiYe action based 
on that Labour platform, and ably inter
preted by our l'remier, Mr. 'I'heo_dore, 
as,.istecl by his colleagues. It al·'O constitutes 
a censure of the actions of th~ Oppo
sition. and the supporters of the Opposition 
during the last session of Parliament. As 
we dcm:tnd a high moral tone in the indi
Yiclual liYes of those people w,ho form our 
social structure, we must demand a high 
moral tone, particularly, in our Parliament. 
Though I do not connect h011. member~ of the 
Opposition directly with those act10ns, I 
certainlv say that they aro the only party 
who could possibly ha Ye benefited by the 
success of those actions. Therefore, to some 
extent thev must ca.rrv that blame. I tru,t, 
when I am' in this Ho~se for a longer period, 
I will find that that high moral standard 
that I would expect to meet in Parliament 
will be maintained bv eYerv individual in 
this House. • • 

Go\'ERK~IEKT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BRUCE: This standard is one that 
must be maintained by the Legislature, and 
one, I reiterate, which I hope will be 
maintained. 

Jir. Bruce.] 
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At the last electiDn the State was faced 
with a critical position owing to the lack 
of loan funds, due to the operations of certain 
interests in preventing this Government frDm 
securing the necessary loan money to carry 
out the policy of the Labour party. This 
infDrmation, perhaps, ic, old, but it is worth 
reiterating. These ar'' facts that the Labour 
movement ~houkl not let the public forget, 
a,nd I am perfectly sure some hon. members 
in this House would be only too happy if the 
public could clear that matter from their 
minde for all time, for in taking that action 
at that time they not only hampered the 
Labour Government but they alsD discredi tcd 
the State which they represent. But the 
Labour Government were able to secure loans 
on the rnonLy n1arket of New York. As 
usual, the Tory Press of the time accused 
La,bour of being disloyal because they went 
to J\'ow York in preference to Great Britain. 
But, had they kept in touch with the times, 
they would have known perfectly well that 
many hundreds of millions of pound J had 
been borrowed in America bv the mocher 
country prior to the State ~f Queensland 
going to th" J\'ew York market, That sort 
nf stuff was used, and I suppose 1Yill continue 
to be used, in order to dcfc'.t Labour, if 
possible; but I am perfectly sure thcct, ;cith 
the incr,•asc of educational facilit'es, the 
time will cDme when there will be no Dppo
sition at all to Labour. (Opposition laughter,) 

GOVERXolEXT l\1uiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

::\1r. BRUCE: Some hon. member has 
mggcstc•<l thrtt that will be after some of 
the Opposition members arc dead. V\T ell, as 
some of the Opposition members are very 
g< nial chaps, let us hope that that will be 
so; but let us hope, also, that Labour will 
remain in power ior the benefit of the p<Cople 
of Queemland, 

The attempted bribery <'a--o requires 
rrfercncc. Never in the history of Australian 
politics had such a thing occurred before, 
and let us all sincerel,y hope that never will 
it occur cq:;ain-(ITcar, h0ar !)-for, when ~.~ou 
otriko at the Lcgidature Dr at the Govern
nwnt of the country, ,,on ar,J striking at, 
p<'rhi!ps, the most vital thing in our social 
life; and every man and \vorru:tn inside and 
oui 'ido of Parliament should discourage, 
and, as far as possiblo, prevent such actions, 
nnd, if they have information of such busi
ness. for the benefit of the people of Queens
land let that information be made public. 

HoxOJ:RABLE :,IEoiBI:ns : Hear. hear ! 

Mr, BRUCE: One of the l0ading visitors 
in this Chamber to-day when His Excellency 
was delivering his' Speech was Judge 
Macnaughton, and, s<'cing the high respect 
in which Judge 1\Iacnaughton is held in 
Queensland, it will be as >Yell io recall what 
he had to say when dealing with the bribery 
case. I doubt very much if theorc is a mem
ber of this Honse who does not know what 
His Honour nid on that occasion, word for 
word: bnt in order to do away with this 
kind of thing. in order to kill it effectively, 
\YC Jnust have it read again. Som.e hon. 
mcJnbers n1ay have missf..'d a "\Yard or a line 
of it: therefore, I shall have much pleasure 
in r0ading it, ao I believe it will be for t,he 
benefit of the people of this State in the 
future. Addre;;sing the men who were con
victC'd on the charge of bribery, the presiding 
judge said-

" The offence of which vou ha Ye been 
found guilty is a very serious one indeed. 

[M1·. Bnlc". 

Corruption of the Legislature strikes at 
the root of the who!<:> syc<tem of GDvern
ment. It i" quite clear that there is 
somebody behind you as to money. 
Neither of YOU are in a financial position 
to find £3,000 in bonds and £200 in 
cash." 

It may be said that, if the hon. member for 
Toowoomba had accepted the bribe that wa,, 
offered, he would havu been a rich man. H" 
did not accept it, but he is rich now in the 
appreciation of ihe people of Queensland, 
and in the fact that he is a mombe1· of our 
CuLinet, and I have no doubt he will prove 
a capable member of that Cabinet. 
GOYER~~IENT }.1E11BERS: Hear, hear~ 

Mr. DRUCE: The Government have been 
particularly int,orcstcd in social reform for 
countrv "\YOrkors. The Labour Government 
aro ffr·t and foren1ost a hurnanitarian 
Govcrllmcnt. Thcv have been criticised to a 

hrgc extent in regard to their 
[4 p,m.] Jinancial operations, but the basis 

of the Labour Gonrnmcnt is 
humanitarian principle,, 'They have < sbb
lished maternity homes for bnsh v-;.-omt-n, and, 
a~ a n1all vtho ha-. bu~n in tho far \Ycstcrn 
r•nrt' of Queensland for the la,st fifte,'n 
years, 1 strongly urge tho nccc, ,,ity fo1' 
rnnte1·nit;v hmllPS. I have kno:.q1 '"on1cn Ill 
maternit\' rase to UO eom<)elJcd to travel 
fron~ 20 'to 30 miles out,ide' Cloncunv to a 
rail·way ~tation. and I have kno,T,·n o.f some 
of them dying bciorc they rc~chod the rail
'' n v station. In othc:r cases I have known 
of ·wornc:n b0ing conlpcllcct to· bring children 
-into the \\~orld unckr circnnlstancc., that it 
is alrno,t impossible to believe >vould exist 
in a ciYiJiscd cou11try. Being in close co11~ 
tact with these rnaiter;; one fo(ds them more 
pf ·haps than those \Yho ar~ not in contact 
with them. and I for one consider that the 
attempt of the Labour Government to estab
lish maternitJ homos is perhaps one of th0 
fir est things that they have done. (Hear, 
hear~) 

I haYc followed nnn1ng as an occupation 
:3incc I \rtl a youngster, and the miner'c 
phthisis pension established bv the Govern
ITJ0nt has been particularly ~attractive to 
me. Under the conditions of mining to-day 
the average man, 1vho takes on n1inlng at 
an early stag-e in 1 ife-as they usually do
at perhaps forty or forty-five years of age, 
when he should be in tho prime of life. 
fin<ls. by the doctor's verdict, that he is 
suffering from miner's phthisis. one of th-· 
most awful disE-,1ses suffered bv mankind. 
A strong healthy man, when he 'is told that 
he has contracted this disease, knows that 
he will probably die within the conrse of 
a fe\v 1nonth~>. ~ Prior to Labonr having 
established a pcn~ion for those suffering 
from miner's phthisis the sufferers not onl~
had to boa,, the 1)hysical suffering entailed 
bv this dise~se, but thev had also tlw men
tal SUff<'l'ing brought about by the knO\Y

ledge that they were unprovided for and 
that their wives and children were also 
unprovided for. To-day, while, the pension 
does not relieve the physical suffering. the 
mental suffering is relieved; and for that 
rc:ason alone those hon. members who have 
mixed with these miners, who are a Fplendid 
type of men. as I have done, and know 
"hat the miner's phthisis pension means to 
them. should join with us in congratulating 
t.he Labour Gov<'rnment on havinp; passPd 
legislation prDviding for a pension to tho'e 
suffering from miner's phthisis, 
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In places outside the legi"lature of Queens· 
land the questwn of immigration has been 
largely discussed. The Labour Government 
take up the stand that, as a Government, 
they must first of ali provide facilities for 
the employment of our own people who are 
at present unemployed; and, by opening 
up the resources of this magnificent State 
o£ Queenslsnd, ,,;e can not only find employ· 
rnent for our ovvn people, but can then say 
to the people of Great Britain and other 
parts of the world ·'Come; to Australia " 
and help us to keep this a ' White Aus
tralia,' and build up a virile splendid race 
that some day will be built up in Queens
land and in Australia under proper govern
ment and properly managed." If we do 
not allow tho degradation that already 
exists in the older countries to come into 
existence in Australia, then vce shall haYe 
a hand in establishing probably the greateet 
race that the world has kl:)Wll. \Ve have 
all the facilities in Queensland. Everything 
that mankind di ,ires er mav desire is to be 
had in Queensland, and. if 'we seo that our 
people get a correct 'di· tribut'on of tho 
wealth of Queensland, tht'n YYO shall baild 
up a people of whom ,. c may be proud. 
The cxpcricnco of the L:ttc\ >;o;·ar has sho-..Yn 
that Australia alrcadv h::ts oetablish( d a 
type of rnanhooll cquril to anythi11;; in tho 
·world. The onh· other soldiers ·who could 
con1paro \vith t.he Australifln·! \Y0rc the 
Canadlans and the An10ricnns. 1vho -..vcre 
brought up under somc\Yhot sirnilar condi
tions. That a.n inunig:·atlon policY is sound 
no one vcith any com~11011 sense \.Yi11 dr:·nv. 
\Ve require a liirgcr popu1 :tion, .u1d latPr 
on, when I ru11 denJjng \Yjth the ~Sugar 
industry, I \\ill stress the HC('C')Sit.v of u 
white population. 

The Labour Govcrnrncnt ~~a,~c al;o;o exten
ded the provisions of the \Yorkcrs' Dwel
lings Act, or rather t}wy p11s~0cl a ne\v Act 
in the form of a \Vorkcro· Homes Ad. 
Right ihrorv hout the ?\orth of Quoenclancl
and I take rt the ~~me nosition exist-; in the 
South of Qw:0n~bnd-fhcre i,.~ a. shortage 
of homes for the people. That ohortage of 
nom(LJ is creating a nomadic population. 
The people who come fro.n the southern 
States of Australia to cn~age in the seasonal 
occupations in tho ~orth of Qw.:~ens1and 111 

conn0ction -wit.h the primnrv inUt1strics that 
BrO flourishing tb0re, rcturrl to the southern 
States when the season's work is fmishecl. 
largely m>.'ing- to the fact that there is not 
sufficient housing accoun1oclat-io~1 to ('nablc 
then1 to bring; their \YiYes and fmniUes and 
settle down in the Korth of Quocn••hnd. 

Mr. MORGAN: You haYl' made building' 
too dear. 

Mr. BRUCE: We all under tand that 
every commodity required to-dny is mnch 
d··arer than it was prior to the ynn. The 
present deanwss of buildings. or the pres, ut 
dearness of any other commoclitY, would not 
haYe existed to-day in Queensland had it 
not boon for the greatest cri-is with which 
the YYorld was ever faced in the recent 
'V:l!'. Not only that. hut· pf'rhaps some of 
the timbt:r rnerf'hants cnn rxpluin to us 
why thc.o' horncs arc so dear. 

).Jr. G. P. DARXCS: ·what about royalties? 

:'vir. IlRCCB: It is typical of the Opposi
tion that. while they can see not.hing wrong 
in excessive proflh iu connection YYith pri
\·ate cntcrprist), if the Gov0rnmf'nt p1nre 

a tax on the commodity for the benefit of 
the people or m order to develop the 
cDuntry, they immediately sei<w on that 
particular matter, as IS sho,;n by their 
mterjection, " What about royalties 1" 

Mr. ::'dORG.\l> : That does not encourage 
cheap homes. 

1Ir. BEUCE: We do not want cheap 
honH~S. \Ve vvant sound ho1ncs, and weD
built homes. Immediately this questim. 
is referred to we find members of the 
Opposition jun;ning up and saying, ·• We 
\\ ~lllt chea.p honles for iho \VOrkors." r:rhat 
shows their lack of intelligwce. As I said 
b,..fore. there is hone for the people of 
Queensland in the • iEcrcascd E:~uc,ctiona i 
facilities that the Government mtend to 
introduc". Whether the home·, arc costl.v 
or not. they are nece':;S:l.ry, and tho mon('-!:.ary 
cxpemc will be easily overbalaJw,;cl by the
benefit to Quccnsla.nd through g~tbng strong 
and canablo children who will gro·s np 
into tl;c manhood and womanhood of 
QuC'"nsland) ancl de\·elop its trernendous 
resonrcc;;:.. 

I h<lYC in lll\' hand 0 001(' note, dctling 
with the new s~1gar-rnilb. 1 find thor2 the 
follo\,-ing :-

,,It is the rletcrruinaiion of the Govcrn
rncnt to erect tt nF\\' f-ngar-n1ill in the 
,-icinitv of THllv River. which will 
ne· f'ss{tatc th0 d0Uling with sugar lands 
in that locality. It is hoped that the 
n1ill Y:ill be ei·cctcd in tirno to hasc a 
~hort rru~hjng scs~on in 1925, and :t fn1l 
eru·: hing c..tmprrign in 1926." 

That i~ an pxtraet fro1n tbc Pr0n1ic,r's policy 
~pPcch, and it br!ngs n!e to th~ qt t:stion _af 
:::-ugnr, \Yhich I an1 part.;c·n~arly Intcrr';-:ted n:. 
b·: "- ansc the electorntr y;·hH__:h I rcprc~ent 1~ 
,_onlpO,,cd \Yholly o£ tho.;c . cng-.ugcd in 
prin1ury and secondary peoduct1on 111 n•gard 
b wgar. and of ,,,me of the peopk who were 
in ::\;Ir. Green's clPctoratc bdore the Edi ;tn
bution of sr~at!'. Thut rorni11tls 1110 tlwt the 
papers vvf'rn ycry krcn ill pojnti-:1)-( 01~t t~1a.t 
}lr. Green had lost. th0 Townsv1Jle PlCCtlOll 
o\vin!! to the effect of the rcdi)trlbutjon, l·mt 
they failed to point out tlwt the ('lector,; who 
wf'rP cut out of ::\tlr. Gt·p,~n':.:.; clw·toratt' \Y('l'C' 

put into the l{cnnody c1P::1oratc, ',',Thich -.,ya.;; 
also won by a Labour man. 

GoVER1\1ICNT '\lE1IB-:ns : Hca r. hear ! 

1\lr. BRUCE: To get back to the question 
of sng-ar, which js a, v~ ry serious qt~cstion 
for the whole nf Queensland: Rcferrmg to 
the Labonr GoYf'rnmcnt':=; activities in regal'd 
to sugar. in 1~15 the Govern:nent acquir··d 
Eugar at a pnre arrangPd w1ih rPp~·csonl a.
tiYcs of the industry. \Vc entered 1nto nn 
agreement with the Fi-hcr Commonwealth 
Govornn1ent which was the forerunner of the 
agreements 'which have continued to this 
day. \Ye passed the Cane. Price Boards 
logislation, which Ins hcen. mstrnmo:1hl !ll 
protecting the canogrowers 1n _A_us~raha, and 
hns done eo much to make the mdustry a 
permanent and profitable one for thoso 
engaged in it. Xo.w, there are two phases of 
the sugar industrv; first of all, the business 
of No~rth QueE'nsland and Australia, and, 
secondly, the rnaintonance of a \vhito 
Australia. 

GovERX:\lEXT 1\1E3IBERS: H(ar, hear : 

Mr. BRUCR: I will deal first of all with 
the business side of the question. Under thn 
agrcPn1ont fixing the price of sugar nt 

JJ11'. Bruce.] 



10 Address 'in Reply. [ASSElVIBLY.] Address in Reply. 

£30 6s. Sd. per ton. which during the war 
enabled the consumers of Australia to receive 
their sug-:tr at a price far below that paid by 
other people in the rest of the world, the 
sugar industry in North Qucenslu,nd ·was a 
l'rof!tablc industry. 'TEe farmers ho "·ere 
established-those who had the capital to 
put into the sugar indu,try-were doing wdl, 
and in doing well they were also benefiting 
the district, because the '"orkr, s were doing 
comparatively well, and tho small business 
n1en in the sugar to,Yns \\'ere abo doing \:vell. 
YYP • ere not only doing that, but many 
worker:; ,,·era enabled bv tluiH and care to 
ka '0 a block of lancJ, aJH] Ja ter on to pur
chase it. and ~-.ce \vere, by medium of tho 
fugar industry, establishing people in 
prlrnary produetions under n, natural method. 
No 1ncthod that man can bring a bout, no 
propo.-ition wo ma:: h<tYC. will L,, better than 
the natural mpthocl of ,ettling the land, the 
na!uml method of making it a \Yorth-"·hile 
proposition to a solid, steady, and thrifty 
worker. That is whc..t 1vas occurring under 
the ac;roer:.ent of £1:1 6s. Sd. per to;J. 'The 
_ie.nl at J ::;ngnr n1anufactnrcrs during the 
period of the Yntl' IlHtdo large prof1ts out of 
OtLtnsland .sugar at that particular price. 
Soon aft-er the sit:;ning of t-hn ar1ni-:.tice. fol 
a short period the parity of ih" world fell 
slit-;htly 1JL~low that of Australian sngr::.r, and 
ilwn ' c had the sp-,ctaele of the jam and 
o-ugar n.anufacturors nsing tbo profits they 
had made ont of the Queeushnd sugar
gTO\Yf'l':-3 aud Qucc :1:-land \Yorku·s to establish 
n Press c ~n'1paign throughout Australia 
agrrlnst tho prin1ary production of sugar in 
the -:--Jorth c:f QncPHsland, or against the 
J ~riet s rcc0iYcJ fCJr our Qni'Cnsland sugar. 

1\Tr. BnAxn: Ha Ye you got any proof that 
rhe sugar nlanufachu'Ol'3 diJ th.~t? 

Hr. BRUCE: You haYe onh to rrad the 
Scmthcrn Prr's to see that. · (Government 
laughtc r.) \Yhen the Southu·n Press devoteo 
column afte1· column to any particular sub
ject. the<· are getting well paid for those 

' columm. The'-' do not do it to sell their 
papers. I luc.pponed to make a visit to 
\.rictoria a few years ago. I \Vont through 
oc-,-oral parts of that Sbtc where there is 
a large amount of fruit grmYn. I found that 
the how;ewiYcs wore not worrying about the 
pnce of sugar at all. If any indiYiduals 
\Yorry ahont the sugar bill for the ta.ble, how 
much more will they worry about the meat 
bill for the t;•.Ll<', and congratulate the 
~,ab0ur party for instituting- and estahlish
lllf'.' Sb te butd18r shops? 

GOVER~.;-:uEl'\T :1\IE'\lBERS: I-Iear, hoar ! 

M;r. BRUCE: Sugar does not worry the 
c.rdma1·.. householder. 'J.'hore has been a 
HousewiYcs' \8'ocintion, something liko tho 
flssociations whic·h arc established throughout 
Australia ancl other parts of the world to 
oppose Labour politicians in their good work. 
The roal hou~e, 0, ives in Australi-a aro not 
worrying about the price of sugar. I am 
s':re that my friend opposite who interjected 
chd not notice that sugar was costing ,·cry 
much until he read it in the Melbourne 
" Argus." (Opposition laughter.) 'The pro
paganda in tho '' Argus" was financed out 
of the profits of thP jan1 and sutrar n1anu
facturers who made these huge profits durino
the war. \Yhilo other countries wer~ 
allowed to get the highest price for their 
cnmmoditi0s during the war we have 
A11stralia to-day in the position' that money 
whiCh should have been made out of our 
primary production tn deYclop the resources 

r lffr. Bntce. 

o£ QuccnslaiH1 io:i not here, because in n1any 
cases prices were fixed, and wo could not get 
the correct prices for our product~. rrhe 
sug·ar indn,try has het'll aHackcd b.' my 
namesake, 1\Ir. St.anley 1\Iolbourno Bruce
a n1ornbcr of t.ho flrn1 of Pater3on, La.111g. 
and Druce, the Tc-ca~thy Flindcrs lane firm 
of importor.o, and the soul of the free trade 
moverneHt. If vou looked around to find 
the Lirthplilcte ar;d subsequent liYirtg place of 
tlw free tr."lc movement, you "ould find 
it Yerv nL·nr Pater::-o!., Laillg, and Bruce·$ 
establi'shmr n(, in Flinclcrs laHc. 

1\Ir. :'\1onG.IX: 'J.'ho Labour party bclie,-ed 
in free trade once. 

l\Ir. BRCCE: I am rwt sc.ying that the 
Ln }~onr pari_y rn1v, not nt one tlme have been 
itl fa\unr of frcJ trade, but thP Lahonr 
par·t:: arc intolli"en1~ and if they lind . a 
111ing is 110t trooll for the r)untry. 1he:~· 1.nll 
chang-l' tlH'ir opinio1 J nnd do ,rhat they 
think is bc<t for the pc•oplc the:: represent. 
l f SOl'lC 0!" OUJ' :ricnd;:; oppo~}tu WOUld C('U~C 
t.') udhcre to principh ,' whjch are 1 Tong
rH! cl son1e of our frj0nds hn,\ o \val1ow0d a 
long tln1c in the rnirc of ignorance whlc_h 
clllTounds ihclll-it ,. oulcl be bt'ttcr foe tlns 
Cl,unir.". It i-:> p0rh'tp.~ no fault of tl!~irs 
t~1at they }Jav ... • been doing so in the past, 
but it is their fruit that the:- wiil not _gel 
f llt of it llO\Y. \Y{' IllU~t tnkc U. larg<'r YJCW 

of thc'!3 thing;;:,. ue~tlug back 1G Flindcrs 
1anc-not to mv namesake, Stanlc~v l\Icl
bonrnc Brnc~~-b~1t, going there in tnlud. and 
irYin;:.; tJ rlray; :-ttcnt;on to the pcopl<~ therf'. 
hOv.' 'con1d we 'xncct a 1nan brought up in 
f;Url'OUlHlin ...;~ P.nch n s tho.-~c to ha VP an_: 
ki~ow1cdge 'of the Qncc•nslanll ~ugar lndnstry. 
or anv d0,·lrc to as.,i:->t it? Then \\·c <-'OlllO 

to tlH; poiicv of a \Yhitc Auetralia. \Yherr 
I "\va::;:: a ~,~oun:_; :tor I colJc •ivcd ihc i-ll'a that 
the d:.::.ng0r to~ L\ns1rn.1ia did not nri;-;c frorr1 
nny· EnropP:tn cnLmtr,v, lnlt _1hat it .n1·o .c. if 
anywhel'C', frorr1 .Javan. nnd If that J:.; correct 
-and I still Lelieve it to Le: con·<'ct-the 
forefront n£ our dPfence would be ~orth 
Queem!ancl. It is time that the pt'oplo of 
tlre wodd rcalic0d that \V<\1'• should and 
conld !Je dono a·,·ay witlr. 

Go~,~ERX)~' :\T l\IE:\IBERL: H~car. hear! 

:\lr. BTn:cE: E,·cry sensible man having 
a horror of \Yar should dcYotc the whole 
of l1is ti111C, i11 v.;hatcYcr sphere ht_' JnoY(~~. 
in tho direction of doing away \Yith it; bnt 
at. the sam0 tinw) if "\Yar is Dot done away 
with, a nHlll -is not \vorth calling a rnan ,,-ho 
y, ill not stand nn and eay thdt hn is pre
pared to defend· the land in .·.hich he is 
born. (Hear, hear !I 'The land in which I 
vas born. and in "\Yhich other people have 
madi' tlroir home,,, is Qu0cnsland and Aus
tralia. and if that attack came, as it possibly 
n1a,-, cornc in our tin1c I certainl.Y bclieYe 
that every 1nau, no matter whai. his opinions 
nre, sbotild be prepared to take his part in 
protecting !he land of his birth. 

Mr. Monc.1;:.;: 'The:· should be made to. 

Mr. BRUCE: 'Tho hon. member talks 
a bont making pcopln defend their country. 
\Ye haYe never yet boon called upon to pro
tect the land of our birth. I am nerfectlv 
'" tisncd that, if wo are called to defend 
this land, very few Australians and very few 
who haYc known the freedom of Australia 
will refuse to 'lo so. In order to do that. we 
must have a Yirile "-bite population, and \vc 
1aust have the stamp of man that wo have 
a]ready got.; but \ve must have hin1 in 
increased numbers. 'This is not a qnestiou 
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of politic', bnt a question of vital interest 
ro eYcr;· rnan and IY0111an in this country; 
and the only primary industry that ";ill 
e>.tablish throughout North Queensland that 
virile population that we so much dec,ire is 
the sugar industry. Apart from the aspect 
of finance, the question of e•-tablishing that 
population should be taken into consideration 
bv the Commonwealth Government and the 
State Govemments, and they should make it 
a pra.ctice and a principle to protect that 
industry, if for that purpose alone, The 
sugar industry in :t\orth Queensland to-day 
makes <cvailable hundreds of thousands of 
pounds to the Sout.h0rn States per medium 
of the purchase of machinery and the pur
chase of foodstuffs and in rnaking thoso 
J•nrchasf ·s helps to build a population in the 
South. That also has the effect of Luilding 
up secondary industries, which aro so n1uch 
required in Australia. I think the actions 
of the Commonwealth Government call for 
censure by any 1nan who has any int; rcgt 
in the su~ar industry. I have lived amongst 
the sugar people for years pa~t and I fi,d 
that the farmer~ and the growers in tha.t 
induetry arc without exception a fin~ type 
of man. They are a type who are creating 
, ... •al wealth in this country. It is not ficti
tious wealth rcprescnt0cl by so much paper 
nwncy or so many sovereigns, but it is real 
wealth that is added to the world's '· ca.lth, 
and therefore those people must be encour
aged. I feel perfectly sure that the action' 
uf our representatives in the Commomveahh 
Parliament will call for their defeat at the 
next Fedorct! elections. During tho Fedora! 
election campaign we had members of the 
Commomvealth Government promising defi
nitely to the mgar-growers and \Vorkers in 
:\'orth Queensland that, if returned to Parlia
n:ent, they would move for the continuation 
of the sugar agreement for a periocl of five 
years, :tnd, if that continuation wa•"· not 
e.rantrd, they wonld cross the floor on that 
particular subject. Since their retnrn they 
have not mentioned one word about the 
~ugar industry, and have not lifted ono 
finger in defence of the people interested in 
that industry. They hav-e not taken into 
consideration the \Vhite Australia policy, 
and they have not taken into consideration 
the question of tho defence of Australia, 
which is so much wrappe-d up in the sugar 
iEdthtrv; bnt at the same time the-. aro 
prejlar~d to spend millions of pounds in 
\.milding war boats and military machinery, 
"'-hcrca,~, if it \Yas spent on the sugar indus
try. \\"O euuld dcvdop the country, which 
would build up and carry a magnificent white 
race and achieve the ultimate object-the 
defence of this country. I p:1rticularh- ask 
every hon. member to keep in mind the 
importance of the sugar industry, and, to 
the, best of their ability, to do all they 
lJ<)ssibly ca.n in thc•ir different spheres to"·ard.s 
the maintenance of that great industry of 
Queensland. After all, if we can only get 
!ho individual man to realise how short life 
"· and what it means, we jlerhaps could 
get better n suits. The position would be 
bcctcr if man would only roa.!isc that the 
only thing he can do in this world is to 
benefit his fellow man. When we look at the 
pictures and statues of mon who have passed 
away and we see in Dur midst men growing up 
1n years 1.vho must soon leave us~ we recognise 
that the only thing we can live for when we 
ha>e reached the apex of success from a 
material point of view is the betterment of 
<>ur fellow men. If man would only realise 

that, and do all in his power to a;.cist the 
human race, then he would not be doing 
much harm. h would not matter ve,-·· much 
\Vhat political party he belonged to or what 
strata of societe' ho belonged to, eo long as 
he kept that in front of him in his actioros 
throughout life. 

The Labour party aiso put forward the 
scheme of establishment of runJ credits 
and the extension of co-operation in agri
culture. I know of the necessity for such 
schemes. I know men who have placed the 
liitle moncv .that thev had and all the energy 
of tbomseh:es and their wivH into land under 
conditions that are not rmite suitable to 
Queensland, and have left that land through 
the want of ae·.istance to enable the work to 
be o.LLCCEcsfullv carried on. \Yith a. little 
El :di~tauce grc1ntcd by tbc Govcrnnwnt thoy 
v;·ou!d haYe been able to carry on and estab
lish themielvos and families of Australians 
\\'hich would he1v-e been a credit to Queensland. 

The L<1bour party have often been ci·iti
ci,od with regard to their railway deficit, but 
the Labour party take this point of view, 
1-lmt they are not legislating from yea.r to 
year or from one Parliament to an.)t\ler, but 
tl1at the legislation is for the benefit of the 
JlOoplc of Queen,\ and in the g<0 lll?r:ttions . to 
come. I was very closely assoc1ated \nth 
the building of the Bowen Coalfields line. 
That line, which \\as built when the cost 
of construction was high, undoubtedly ~ost 
a lot of money; but, w.hcn "ou take mto 
consideration that that line tap:o a source 
of \Yealth that will return to the people of 
QuecnBland millions of pounds for the use 
of future generations, then there is every 
ju~tific1.tion for the raih,-ay deficit. There 
arc sc1ms of coal in the Bowen coalfi•!J. 
area which cannot be beaten for qu1lity or 
for size. and will supply coal for years to 
come. The building of that line made that 
coal available. The fad that that coal 
existed was known to members of past 
GcvernrrH_'nts, .vhose interests a.re now repre
se''ted by hen. members opposite, but the area 
\\as not -devolopeci on behalf of the. people 
of thi" State. The fact that that !me has 
ma.de that coal available to the people of 
Queensland will more than compensate. the 
people indirectly to the extent of ten tl·?~' 
the railway deficit. The North Coast ;,, 
·"·as for mam· vears left uncompleted. 'The 
people of the North who reqt~irod a visit 
to the South for health or busmess rea,ons 
yere charged by the private sh!pping l1rms 
for their passages Pouth, and m that way 
more money was spent than would ha.ve 
built the line ten times over. That money 
will now be returned to the people of 
Oueensland. The line will open up fresh 
l~mds, \vhich will be developed, and Wf' can 
st.ttle a population on them. and so go on 
with our policy of immigration which is so 
much talked >thout bv Nationalist Jl]embers 
in the Commonwealth Parliament and the 
Parliaments of other States. The National
i~t members in the other States desire to 
bring people. to this countr:;· and throw them 
on the labour market, without giving them 
unv protection or any chance to develop the 
cotlntrv and at tho sarne time earn a decent 
liYing.~ 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The SPEAKER: The hon. member has 

exhausted the time allowed under the Stand
ing Orders. 
GoVERN~!E>iT l'viEii!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

}Jfr. Bruce.] 
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Mr. WRIGHT (Bulimba): I appreciatG 
the honour of being chosen to "econd the 
motion so ably moved by the hon. member 
for Kenncdy. I also desire to take this 
0pportunity of thanking tho electors of 
Bulimba for imposing upon me the great 
honour of reprecenting Bulimba in Parlia
ment. 

GovEnNi\IENT 11EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. WHIG HT: They have, by way of 
a change on this occasion, decided to send 
a GoYernment representative to this House. 

I am fully conscious of the splendid 
record of legislation achieved by the Labour 
Government in Quec;nsland. No other party 
has done more for the general well-being of 
the people of Queensland, nor haB any 
other partv in the world done more for the 
general \Yell-being of the country of which 
it has had control, than the Queensland 
La hour party. 

GoVER:-i~IEXT }1E)IBERS: Hear. hear 1 

:Cdr. WRIGHT: It is not surprising to 
me, therefore, to flnd the seating accom1no~ 
dation on this side of the H ouso, at any 
rate. fullv avaiied of on this occ~sion. The 
good seri"se of the electors of Queensland 
made it-elf strongly mauifest on 12th May 
last. It cannot even be now argued that 
the Government ·do not possess the confi
dence of tho electors of •the whole State. 
There is no room for any division of opinion 
on that pnrticular score, and I think that 
my hon. friends sitting on the Opposition 
side of the House will be ready to agree 
with mo in those remarks. 

It is pleasing to me. Mr. Sp·cakcr, that 
the Gm·ernment have decided upon a well 
defined policy of land settlement. This 
questio11, to 1ny n1ind, is one of national 
importance. I came into this country eleven 
years ago \Yith a pressing desire to go on 
the land. I was not the only person either, 
Mr. Speaker. for I represented one of a 
familv of eleven, all of vchom came to 
QueeY,c;]and at that particular time with the 
decire to take up residence on the land, 
ancl work as agriculturist~. On arriY:JJ in 
QuePnsland \VC found, <]e,pite the groat 
adv0rtisements that the Queensland Gm·crn
ment at that time had caused to be di,tri
butcd throughout Great Britain, that tl10re 
was nothjng prepared in order to assist us 
in choosing any particular farm or in assist
ing us on that farm. It is pleasing to n1e 
to know that tho Government have decided 
on a wcJI defined policy of closer settlement. 

GovERX)fENT ME11BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. \VRIGTl'l': I am more than pleased 
that not only a l'O the new-comers to Queens
land to be welcomed to take up land, but 
that the natives of Queensland are going to 
be given an opportunity to take un an 
agricultural occupation and make a Jiying 
for themselves on the land. 

It giYcs me much plcasuro also to know 
that in the Governor's Sn('och there is pro
vision for a Forestry Bill. I hope that 
measures will be taken by which the whole
sale destruction of our forests in Quccnslnnd 
will be stopped. Nothing attracts the 
notice of a visitor to Queensland more than 
this wilful destruction of our valuable tim
bers. I have not travelled much throughout 
Queensland. bnt in the few miles I have 
travell0d I have notic.;d quite a considerable 
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<>mount of wilful destruction of very valu
able timbers. I hope that measures will be 
provided which will not only conserve, but 
tend to extend the growth of the valuable 
timbers of this State. 

I wish now to refer to a matter of which 
I haYe a more intimate knowl<·dge. I refer 
to the proposed introduction of a Great' r 
Brisbane Bill. A.' a member of a metropoli
tan local authority, I say that the intro
duction of such a Bill as is forecast in the 
Governor's Speech IS ono of very gr~at 
importance, and it is of urgent necessity 
if thirs city is going to progress on n1odern 
municipal linos. 

GovERNMENT JI.1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. \YRIGI-JT: In the mctropolite.n area 
at the present time, and for several years 
past, \Ye h~tvc been suffering frnn1 a nlult~
tudc of governing bodies-city, to·::n, and 
shire councils, in addition to boards of 
numerous dcscriptiono which have b~on 
established at some time or other durmg· 
the past quarter of a century. The boards 
have Loon established of course to control 
somo. particular utility in p8rticular areas. 
This state of affairs to mv mind is out of 
date. It is proving far tOo ~~xpensive, and 
it is vearlv increasing the burrlcn of taxa
tion ~n the population, or residents of t_he 
metropolitan districts and suburhs. I reahse 
that >.mder our present svstem ·of lo~al 
goYcrninent in Brisbane it is. ncc~ssary, 
o1ving to the lflck of co-opcrnt1on In the 
Yariom metropolitan authorii.ios. Perhaps 
I mig-ht he more con·cet if I said that mch 
a condition of affairs has boon brought 
ahout b·.- the ahcence of a proper conce;>tion 
of the 'responsibiliicics of miwicipal govern
ment. or a sense of their f'On11nunal respon
sibilities. I reali e for those reasons that 
it has been from time to time nccr·,sarv 
to create certain boards in order to control 
utilities Ruch as \Vater .and ~Sewerage, bridg'c;:;, 
eledric lighting. health, flyinf" fox and mar
supial destruction. and to deal with many 
other matter•.. OthPnYise. without the crca
i ion of such boards, it would have he en 
imno~siblc to f'nrrv out t.he various ntillt.i(,;; 
SVCCCSsfully, owing to the C0!1CGrtPd action 
that was n('cessn,ry, \Yhich w~s not disp1a~·r-tl 
hy most councils. 

To substantiate m,· rc'llarks T neerl only 
refer to thn present, ·late of affair>' in um
nection with electric light in the city 
suburbs. There arc, first of all. the euburbs 
of South and North Brisbane-the shires of 
Hamilton, \Vindsor. and Sherwood. which arc 
each onNating in their rcsnect.in' areas. each 
with their rcspcdivc staffs. and thus cous
in g incrPascd ·cost of administration. The 
Metropolitan Electricity Board stands out, 
perhaps. as the birrgcst success of all those 
undertakings in the mct.ropolitan area. 
That is chicflv because it contains a numbe1· 
of areas. It· contains the towns .and shires 
of \Vvnnum, Balmoral. Coornaroo. Toombul. 
and Ranrl!lat<:'. The Board itself ie an argu
nwnt for thP Grca.tc•r Brisbane Bill. and it is 
no\v supplying cJretrif' Jig-ht to thc ~mburb-> 
mcntionefl cheaper than in anv other area 
outside its operations. I affirm i·hat a 
comparison of the morP sparsely popnlah'd 
llr~ns \Yif1 the 111orf' C'onge..;tf'd ar0as of 
"-'orth and South Brisbane is not rcaeonahlc. 
I will just bkc several shires to show what 
I mear>. In the Stenhcm shire the rate 
is ?d. per unit, and the meter rent ls. 6d. 
In the Hamilton shire the rate is 6d. per 
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unit and the meter rent ls. 6d. In addition 
io that they haYe a loan rate of ld. in the 
£1 on the yaluation of that area. The 
:\1ctropolitan Electricity Board's rate is 6~d. 
per unit, with a motor rent of 9d. It has 
boon enabled, through the co-operation of 
the shires in the formation of the board, 
to reduce the rate charged from 7 d. per 
unit to 6~d. per unit, and to bring about 
a. 50 per cent reduction in the motor rent
from ls. 6d. to 9d. It can easily be 
seen, and I think I haYc made it quite 
plain. that if, instead of the many govern
iug bodies, there was one single uuthority 
in control, such as the introduction of the 
Greater Brisbane Scheme suggesb, the bur
dens of the r(sidents of the metropolitan 
area could be greatly minimised so far as 
taxation iJ cmtccrned. It has bet;n sug
ge··tC<d by various persons, and I believe 
ihe hon. member for Logan in a letter 
ia the "Dailv J.Vlail," n1.ade tbis suggestion~ 
that tho Minister in charge of the proposi
tion should forward confidential copies of 
tlw proposed Bill to the rcprcscntativ!'s of 
the local authorities concerned. Thr idea 
is to hold a conference so that uniformity 
might be obtained. I for one, as a member 
of the local authority, am totally oppose-d 
ro that idea, ancl I can claim to have had 
son1c cxpericncG in regard to local authority 
Cimfcrenccs that have met -:\Iinisters in con
nection with proposed Bills. Such a con
ference v. ould. be of no aosistance to the 
:!rlinistcr 01~, ing to the many diverse views 
hPicl by the diffcront local authority repre
sentatives. I feel sure that the SPcrctary 
for Public Land would be quite prepared 
to substantiate n1y ren1arkP·, as during his 
ierm of offire as I--Ion1c Secretary. before 
introducing the Tram~>-ay Trust· Bill, he 
adopt€'d a nu?'gc-;tion such as thls, and 
place-! confid-'ntial conics of the proposed 
!lill in the hands of the local authority 
representatives in the Jnetronolitan area. 
AS a councillor, I attended tbc confc·rcnces 
that 'verc held. and was ~ratified to find 
so little opposition to the Bi'll. In fact. with 
perhaps one exception. the whole of the 
representatives of the local authorities 
present exprc~·:;cd then1seh~t _ as being in 
favour of the Bill. Some of the leading local 
aDt-hority rcprcsentatiyes 8poke strong1y in 
BUpport of the Bill, and they went so far 
as to congratnlate the Minister on his prac
tical nwthod of dealing with a difficult 
proposition. It w·ould be intcrestin~ to know 
wbat actnallv hanpened bebccen the time of 
the conferer\ce nnd the time the Bi1l WllS 

actna1ly presented to this House, for \Ye 
f\nd t.h.ot the very local authority represen
tatives who were loudest in their commen
dations of the Minist0r for having the 
courag<' to bring snch a Bill before them 
w·ere the verv gentlemen who were loudest 
in con.-lemnation when the Bill was placed 
'1efore this House; and it wonld be interest
ing to know just what led them to change 
their opinions in such a short time. I am 
uot alone in being opposed to the idea of a 
conference of local authoritiPs on the ques
tion of a Greater Brisbane. I wish to quote 
from a paper w1·itten by Mr. Nelson, the 
present general manager of the Brisbane 
Tramway Trust. which was prepared with 
the assistance of some colleagues, and read 
before the Amtralian Town Planning Con
ference in Adelaide in 1917. The paper was 
entitlod "Greater Brisbane," and Mr. Ne!-

son, to my mind, very properly sums up the 
poo'ition as follows:-

" The existing multiplicity of govern
ing bodies introduces so many inde
terminate factors into the problem that 
it would be pr .. 1ctically hopeless to look 
for general ucceptance of eYen the. best 
scheme that could be devised by the 
most skilled to,vn-planncrs." 

I feel sure that the Minister will t.ake the 
advice that I have offered. and will rcfuso 
t,J meet the representatives of the local 
authorities in connection with rhis matter. I 
believe that he will be able to present to 
this House a. mnch moro satisfying Bill 
•vithout a kno"·ledgo of the divc'rse ideas 
of the members of a conference of that kind. 

In ono portion of his Speech His Excellency 
SHys-

" A number of important industries 
have suffered severely from drought con
ditions, and, owing to the um·emunera
ti ve pric0s which are ruling for certain 
products in the world's markets, others 
are labouring under disabilities." 

I take it that ono of the industries that is 
labouring under the disabilitie<> referred to 
is the cattle industry. Perha.ps my friends 
oppooite may want to know what I know 
about cattle. But I do know that pr:ICtlcally 
the whole ot the treatment works of southern 
Queensland are in my electorate, and. there
fore I have r\o apology to offer for referring 
to the cattle industry. :Many of the electors 
o[ Bulimba have be~n hard ·h1t through the 
depression in the meat market in Australia 
and abroad. The meat industry, when in 
full working order, fmds employment . for 
many hundreds of people in the metropolitan 
area, and the greater proportion of those 
people are resident in the Bulimba electorate. 
In order to place the industry on a succes,;ful 
fc><Jting, more attention will have to bo given 
in breeding. feeding, treatment, and market
ing. Firct take the question of breeding. 
I ha vc a:, u young:·;ter in days gone by been 
wrapped up in the question of breeding, par
ticularly in the breeding of cattle. Like 
some of my friends opposite, I have had a 
good deal of experience in this connection, 
the only diiference being that my experienee 
has been in connection with the breeding of 
one or two, while their experience has been 
in connection with the breeding of thousa' ds; 
and the probability is that I h>cve been 
taught to adopt scientific lines in the breed
ing of one or two, while they have been 
breeding their thousands in a slip-shod 
manner. In the "Daily Mail" of 4th May 
last. Mr. E. Baynes, chairman of the Royal 
National .As~ociation, is reported as having 
rr>ade the following statement in connection 
·.dth the breeding of herds:-

" One would think that the beef 
industry was down and out. There w.1s 
never a greater mistake made in this 
State than to say that that was the case. 
Certainly at the present time we are 
under a cloud, but in a great measure 
the breeders themselves are responsible." 

Continuing, Mr. Baynes said-
" The breeders have been breeding 

through inferior bulls for a number of 
years, and when they are faced >~ith thfl 
wonderful beef from the Argentine they 
have to take second place. A good deal 
has been said a bout the inferior dressine-

Mr. Wright.] 
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of the beef, and no doubt in the past 
that might have been so, but I am glad 
to say that most of our beef going to 
London to-day is of hig.h-cl11ss dre,sing-. 
'rhcrc never "\vas a tirnc, in n1y opinl on, 
when wo should more resolutely start to 
improve our herds than at prewnt. \Ve 
have seen these slumps before, and I 
hope we shall never see them again, but 
the breeders must recognise ·th>tt the; 
must breed from bulls that produce early 
maturity." 

Then there is the question of feeding, 
which also needs to have some attention paid 
t,o it. I realise that in a State like Queens
land it .is a very dif1icult matter to talk of 
the qnco·ion of a syslomatic method of fced
i11g; huL v o hase to rcrnernLcr that \\ c aro 
cmnpoting against ITl<'ett which is 11roduccd 
on a. much quicker basis than Queensland 
rneat, due to a cooler clirnato, and n1ore so 
because the stock have i.o be artificiall:y 
grown and fed. To explain more full;<- the 
position from an expert point of Yicw, I 
waut to quote a few st11temcnts made by 
Mr. L. F. Swift, president of Messrs. Swift 
and Company, the >Yorld-fametl Chicago 
meat packers, ••ho paid a. visit to Sydney in 
l\laj last. He ,., rote a letter to Mr. J. B. 
Cramsio, chairman of tho Au~tralian Moat 
Council, in which he made the following 
significant statement, as pLlblished in the 
" Brisbane Courier " of 28th May la;>t:-

"First, I should say that as a whole 
an unduly large proportion of third
grade beef is being produced, and it is 
absolutely necessary lo get cattle fat 
and marketable at a younger age, say, 
three years old on an average, instead 
of four and mostly five years as at pre
sent. To do this the cattle must be 
properly f, d and forced." 

" \Vhen asked. ' \Vhat can 'Ye feed 
them on?' he replied-

" The best natural foods, and then find 
something, either alfalfa (lucerne), maize, 
cotton-''(~ed n1cal, roots, root-tops, and 
so forth, to top them upon. This plan 
will extend the season for killing a 
long-er perio<l. Cattle can bo killed 
earlier in season, also later 111 season 
than heretofore, thus making tho closed 
~eason of 1ncatworks of shorter dura
tion. Of course, those suggestions may 
require irrigation of farms and consider
able change in the manner of fattening 
live stock, but it is all possible and 
ncce,,·ary to the development of your 
country, and in tho end will prove mo.'t 
profitable, as it has done v,ith m." 

That is a very significant statement from a 
man \\'ho knows the beef industry from A to 
Z. Then, with reference to ovorsea methods, 
Mr. Swift had this to say-

" Look at the English and American 
farmers. By forcing the feeding they can 
sell their beef cattle at between one and 
two years old for baby beef and realise, 
say, £20 per head, at least, alive; while 
in Australia, cattle of five years old, 
steers, slightly heavier in the carcass, 
caD be bought at £3, and so poor that 
they arc not f,t for export. Look at the 
Argentine. . They market their beef at 
three years old, and roa]i,e a greater 
price per head than if held until four 
or five years old." 

And when the pos<ibility of the frequency of 

[Mr. Wright. 

droughts wa.s pointed out to him, he 
replied-

" That is all the more reaeon Y>hy we 
DltBt change our present policy, and fir:d 
something , that will offset this drs
advantage. 

Coming from such an authority as ::Yir. S•,vift, 
I personal!;.· think that the suggestions arc 
worthy of serious consideration. I realise 
the difficult nature of the proposition-that 
;,, of artificially forcing our cattle to 
nwturity at an earlier period. 

Finally, thoro is tho question of markoti17g, 
and it is this particular matter of whrch 
I wish to stress the importance. I was 
much struck eomo months ago with the SUfi· 

gostion of Mr. Fihelly, our Agent-General Ill 

London, to establish an overseas market by 
lmildiug- and opening retail shops in tho 
pro,·incial tow11c of J<Jngland, and to entu
into direct competition with the retailer. 
That sclwn10, besides invo]ving us in a very 
h0ay~- initial outlay, \vould be, to n1y n1ind, 
a somewhat risky undertrtking. At tliG samE> 
tinP, thoro is no denying the importance of 
n·< ailing-, provided the distributiou is placed 
on sound line~, and that is the point ·hc 
must stn'JS the importance of. Considering 
the graYit_v of the situation from both a 
national and industrial point of view, and 
as the representative of an irdustrial electo
rate, I arn going to be bold enough to make 
to the GoYernment this afternoon a proposal 
which I think should bP acted upon, to sec 
if there is a chance of anythi11g resulting 
from it. I would suggest that negotiations 
might be opened up with the representatives 
of the co-operative societies of Greot Britain, 
>Yith a view to supplying them with the best 
Q11Ccns!and beef for retailing in their own 
shop, to their members, and also th'" general 
public. To gin, hon. members some idea of 
the grovdh of co-operative societies in 
Britain. and abo to give them a better 
conception as to \Yhat rny suggestion woulc~ 
mean to the bed trade of Queensland, I 
f1Ll0lo the following from the " Dail.v Mail 
Year Book " and "\Vhittakcr's Ahnanac, 17 

for 1923-

" Co-operative societies established: 
1884. 

" Statistics placed before the Congress 
of Co-operative Societies, June, 1923. 
show as follows :-

1,30J branches; membership nearly 
5,000.000. 

·wholesale trade. 1921 : Sales to the 
valno of £60,000,000. 

Rebil trade, 1921 : Sales effected 
amounting to over £219,000,000. 

Net profit: £17,7.f4,613." 
Hon. members arc now in a better nosition 
to realis~ the importance of the suggestion. 
They will have noted that the main business 
of the co-opcrati ve societies in Great Britain 
is distribution, and surely that is a principle 
with which practically all hon members of 
the House are in accord. At any rate, hon. 
members on this side of the House a.re, I 
feel sure, in favour of the principle. 

Mr. COSTELLO : So arc hon. members on 
this side 

Mr. WRIGHT: The distribution by the 
sGcieties iB as near to perfection as hun1an 
be.ings eould possibly make it, and, further, 
w·hat is of greater importance is the fact 
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that the groat percentage of the members 
of those societles are wage earners. rl1hey 
are the very tvpc of people in Eugland who 
to-day a.re finding it difficult to buy the best 
beef, or the be ·t of anything that England 
can produce, and consertucntly they have to 
resort to something cheaper. 'rhorc is a 
po"ibility that in the near future-much 
ncHer pwbably than some of us imagine
tltcrc will bo a working class party in pmver 
in the House of Commons, uncl then they 
wili be in n botrcr position to obtain tho 
best that is grown in England, as well as 
the best that is imported. At the prc·scnt 

t-ime theY are forced through 
[5 p.m.] economic pressure to flncl the 

clw ·,pest market and that is where 
the importance of n1:y .:-uggostion ccn1es in. 
I believe that it would be po,~ible for this 
GDv(·rnmPnt. or the rcprcscntati v-e~ of the 
l!f'c•f trado in Queensland, to appr0ach the 
eo-operatiYf~ societies in England and say to 
thcrn, "\Ve p1·~parod to guarantee .s"·) 

ma-ny t<ms of Queensland bed at any 
Stl]mlated port in England." I believe that 
a prico could be arranged which would bring 
a rc,,son:lbh: return to the grazior and the 
workt:r:-. in ;nc·:ttworks, and v,'ould enable 
tlit· co-oper societies to pay the cost" 
wirh a little pr 'lit for themselves. If an 
aiT<In~c·mcnt could be madC' \VC V!oulJ bo 

fol' tho consumption of meat for 
a p•lnnl<Jt1on of Great Britain. At the 
pl'l'.:~'nt ttrne, w1H n Queensland beef reaches 
tLt-~ r;nd;-:; of En~·land, it is so badly tnanaged 
by _tlrc; distribming <1gents that by the time 
rt rs placed on tho ta bh it is vm· ,,- hard to 
diwnn wlwt it is. Bv the schcr;;o I have 
mg-gcsiod tJw rcsponsibilitv for thP distri
bution of tho beef would· pa•c-s out of the 
hands of this cour,try into the hands of the 
(!l;-;trd :1tors at a-ny partiCular port nlon
tJOncd. :tnrl it would be distributed to the 
lf>h],., of the consumers in the best possible 
condition. ancl bv that method would be 
(TPat ing· an a<ht(;rtisernent for Queensland 
bt'(·f in t£uglanJ, which advertisement V\1-o feel 
is YCr_y neccsFary. In the " Daily Mail" of 
9Jh Jnno la,t, Mr. Angliss. the Australian 
meot moguatf', is reported as having told the 
\Yar Office that-

" Austra Iian firms 'vcro prepared to 
f(llarantec the meat for three vc:a-rs. Ho 
opposed the rstablishmcnt of "Australian 
retail '!'eat shops in England, as it would 
result m other tra.ders refusing to stock 
Australran meat. A better wav of 
improving the demand is bv "more· 
advertising._ and the payment of b<musos 
to shops sellmg the greatest quantities." 

Thert3 is no doubt that the Queensland 
GoYornmcnt would be prepared te> guarantee 
a certam supply of beef. I wish to lay 
emphasis on the last paragraph of the state
ment bv Mr. Ang·liss. It may mean that 
!TI(mey could be spent in protecting the trade 
through the co,oporative societies as I have 
outlined. If wo were successful. I believ" 
it would be th: means of providing a. great 
amount of assistance to the cattle industry 
of Queensland, and also to hundreds of the 
Plectors of Bulimba and of this State. 

Of late. there has been an agitation in the 
m.ctropohtan Press for _another bridge. You, 
Sir,_ ha vo proba-bly noticed reports hy expert 
engmcers as to the state of the structure of 
Victoria Bridge. I have a proposal bv an 
engineer which refers to something inore 
substantial than a bridge-I refer to the 

question of a tunnel. That question is of 
'Ita! importance' to the electors of Bulimba. 
I believe that the Bulimba electorate fronts 
a longer stretch of the Brisbane River than 
any other electorate in the nwtropolitan area., 
and, if ,1 tunnel was constructed, it would 
ha vc to be constructed close to the waters 
of the Bulimbn electorate. Mr. Hyde, a civil 
engineer, in the Brisbane " Courier " of 
28th June, r0commended the constrnction of 
a tube with tunnel approaches under the 
Brisbane River in the vicinity of Now Farm. 
Coming from a country Lhat is more 
adva.ncod in this particular matter, I believe 
it is absolutely nonsensical to talk of erecting 
another bridge over the Brisbane River, 
because, if one was erected, we would have 
to go nearer the mouth of the rivc>·, and in 
doing that we would be causing an obstruc
tion to shipping. The uninterrupted passage 
of ships into this port is of more importance 
to Brisbane and thP State than the question 
of having another obstruction in the shape 
nf a bridge in another part of tlw city. I 
trust the Government will interest them· 
selves in this matter even to the extent of 
taking soundings along the river towards its 
month and s·:loct a site with the ultimate 
idea of constracting a tunnel. I wish eow to 
deal with the question of the Belmont tram
way. So1no years ago th0 Govern1nont very 
rightly raised the embargo placed on farmers 
in Queensland with regard to the construction 
of certain railways. 

;}fr. VowLES: And put it on th2 Main 
Roads Board. 

l\1r. IVRIGHT: I am not concerned where 
they put it. (Opposition laughter.) The 
Government decided to remove that embargo 
because it was an unjust burden. If the 
Gc.vcrnmcnt thought fit to remove that 
emba.rgo from the farmers. then the same 
consideration should be shown in connection 
with the Belmont tramway. I understa-nd 
the tramwav was built on the advice of some 
of the friends of hon. members opposite. If 
the people were induced to take on a " white 
elephant" which is more than they can 
carry, then they should be given some a'sis
tance. The tramway is situated in a metro
politan district, which district is capable of 
earning thou,a-nds of people, and is a 
splendid residential area. 'l'he Government 
saw fit to raise the embargo off the farmers, 
and they should now relieve the people of 
the Belmont district of the heavy burden 
they arc now bearing. In conclusion, I wish 
to express pleasure at the attention that hon. 
members of this House have gi,-en me, and 
I have much pleasure in seconding the 
resolution for the adoption of the Address 
in Reply. 

GovER:\:liiENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TAYLOR (TVindsor): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT 

The PREMIER : I beg to m~ve-

" That the House, at its rising, do 
adjourn until 3 o'clock p.m. to-morrow." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjonrned at 5.12 p.m. 

Mr. Wright.] 




