
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 10 JULY 1923 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



QUEENSLAND PARLIA~IENTARY DEBATES. 

FIRST SESSION OF THE '1_'\VENTY-T'HIHD PAHLIAJ\1:EN'J.' 

APPOINTED TO MP:ET 

A'l' BRISBANE ON THE TE.'\TII DAY OF JULY, I:'ol TilE FOUR.l'EE\'TII YEA-R OF THE m:w;o; 
OF HIS UAJESTY KING GEORGE V., IN 'l'IIE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1923. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSElY.[BL Y. 

TUESDAY, 10 JULY, 1923. 

Pursuant to the proclamation of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, acting 
ao Deputy Governor and on 'behalf of His 
Excellency the Governor, dated 14th June, 
1923, appointinc; Parliament to meet this 
day for the despatch of business, the HoLlSe 
InC t at 12 o'clock noon. 
. The CLERK OF THE PAllLL\olEl':T read the 
proclamation. 

('0:\11\IISSIO:'\ERS TO OPE"' P ARLIA
lVIENT. 

The CLERK acquainted the Legislative 
A."cmbly that His Excellency the Governor, 
not being able conveniently to be present 
in person, h" d been pleased to cause a Com
miFSion to be issued under the Great Seal 
of the State, appointing the Hon. Edward 
Graeville Thcodore, the Hon. \Yilliam Neal 
Gillies, and the Hon. William McCormack, 
Commissioners in order to the opening and 
holding of this session of Parliament, which 
he then read to the House. 

The Commissioners so f•.ppointed having 
taken their places upon the dais, 

The SENIOR CO:YlMISSIO:.lER (The 
Premier, Hon. E. G. Thcodore, Chillagoe) 
said: Hon. members of the Legislative 
Assembly; we have it in command from His 
Excellency the Governor to let you know 
tha.t, as soon as the members of the Legisla
tive Assembly have been sworn, the cause'; 
of this Parliament being called together will 
be declared to yon; and, it being necessary 
that a Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
b3 first chosen, it is His Excellency's pleasure 
that you proceed to the election of one of 
your number to be your Speaker, and that 
you present such person so chosen to His 
Excellency the Governor at such time and 
place as His Excellency shall appoint. 

The Premier thereupon produced a 
Commission under the Great Seal of the 
State, empowering him, the Hon. W. N. 
Gillies, and the Hon. W. MeCormack, or 
any one or more of fhem, to administer to 
all or any members or member of the House 
the oath or affirmation of allegiance, which 
Commission was then read to the House by 
the Clerk. 

1923-B 

MEMBERS SWOR:.l. 

The Commissioners, having b~en them· 
selves provionsly s"orn in befor: _His Excel
lency 1 he Go\ ern or. then adm1mstcred the 
oath or affirmation of allegiance to the 
following members, who thereupon 
subscribed the roll: 

Appcl, Honourable John George 
(ctlbcrt). 

Barh01·, George Phillip, Esquire 
(!Junrlab•rg). 

Barnrs, George Powcll, E-quire 
(1Fancick). 

Barnos, Honour11ble \Yalter Henry 
(TVynm;m). 

Bell, Erncst Thomas, Esquire (J?aBBije1·n). 
Beruam, Honourable \Villi am (Jf arec). 
Brand, William Alfred, Esquire 

(lJurrum). 
Brcnnan, Honourable Frank Tenison 

(Toowoomba). 
Bruce, Henry A dam, Esquire (K ennedy). 
Dulcock, Frank \Yilliam, Esquire 

!Barcoo). 
Carter, Ge01·ge, Esquire (Port Curtis). 

Clavton, Erncst Henrv Collet, Esquire 
· (lVidr Ray). ·· 

Collins, Charles, Esquire (JJo;cen). 

Conroy, Charles William, Esqmre 
(.lf aranoa ). 

Cooper, Frank Arthur, Esquire (Bremer). 
Cooper, William, Esquire (Rosewood). 
Corser, Bernard Henry, Esquire 

(Burnett). 
Costello, Edward, Esquire (Garnarvon). 
Coyne, Honourable John Harry 

(Warrego). 
Dash, .Tohn, Esquire (Jf undinyburra). 
Deacon, Virilliam 

(Cunning ham). 
Arihur, Esquire 

Eel wards, J ames Braidwood, Esquire 
(,Yanango). 

ElphinstonP, Augustus Cecil, Esquire 
(Oxley). 

Farrell, George Pritchard, Esquire 
(Roekharnpton). • 

Ferricks, M:yles Aloysius, Esquire (South 
Brisbane). 
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Folcy, Thomas An drew, Esquire 
(Lcirhhardt). 

Fry, Jamcs Porter, Eequire (Kurilpa). 

Gilday, John Theoph1lus, Esquire 
(lthacaj. 

Gillics, Honourable William Neal 
{liJacham). 

Gledson, David Alexander, Esquire 
(lpsll'ich ). 

Hartloy, Harold Leslie, Esquire (P'itzroy). 
Huxham, Honourable John (Buranda). 
Hyn0s, Maurice Patrick, Esquire 

(1'o1- .1S• i/le). 

,J ow s. H onourablc Alfred J ames 
(P.·ddi">gton). 

Kclso, William, Esquire (Nundah). 

Kcrr. J ames Stevingstone, Esquire 
(Bnoggera). 

King. Rcginald MacDom1ell, Esquire 
(l,ogan). 

Kir· an. -:'viichael 
(Brisbane). 

Joseph, Esquire 

Land, F.dward Martin, Esquire (Balonne). 

Larcombc, Honourable James (Keppel). 

Lloyd, "\'\"illiam Field, Esquire (Kelvin 
(}roe ·7). 

Logan, G'Corge 
(Lockyer). 

An drew, Esquire 

I\Iaxwcll, Jamf"3 Francis, Esquire 
(Toowong). 

:!'.1cCormack, Honourable vYilliam 
(Cairns). 

JYioore. Arthur Edward, 
(1i ubigny). 

Esquire 

l\Iorgan, Godfre<.', Esquire (Murilla). 

1\Iulla,n, Honourable John (Flinders). 

Nott, Frcdcrick Lanceiot, Esquire 
(Stanley). 

Payne, John, Esquire (J.fitchell). 
Pease, Pcrcy, Esquire (H erbert). 

Petc·rson, James Christian, Esquire 
(Tormanby). 

Pollock, George, Esquire (Gregory). 
Riordan, David, Esquire (Burke). 

Rol:vrts, Thomas Robert, Esquire (East 
Toowoornba). 

Ryan, Henry Joseph, Esquire (Cook). 

Sizer. Hubert Ebenezer, Esquire 
(Sanclgate). 

Smith, Honourable \Villiam Forgan 
(}lackay). 

Stopford, Honourable Jamcs (Jiount 
ill organ). 

Swayne, Edward 
(Jlirani). 

Bowdich, Esquire 

Taylor, Charles, Esquire (TVind.sor). 

'l1heodore, Honourable Edward Granvillo 
(Chillagoe). 

Vowles, William John, E;;quire (Dalby). 
Warren, Richard J ames, Esquire 

(J[urrumba). 

Weir, David, Esquire (Maryborough). 

Wilson, Thomas, Esquire (Fortitude 
Yalley). 

Winstanley, Vernon, Esquire (Queenton). 
Wright, Albert H<mry, Esquire (Bulimba). 

ELEC'fiO::\ OF SPEAKER 
i1.1r. \VILSO"' (Fortitude YallL_u): 1\h. 

Bornays, I have much pleasure in moving-
" That the hon. member for Maree, 

1\Ir. 'vVilliam Bert.ram, do take the chair 
of the House as Speaker." 

Mr. Bertram is not a stranger to this House; 
he is well knmvn to almcot e~e1-v member 
ol the Chamber. " 

0PPOSfTIO:-< 1\IE:VIBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. WILSO::'-J: I-Ie has filled the pooition of 
Chairrnan of CorrmittCf'C3 for 11earlv three and 
a-half years, and also acted for a ·like period 
as Speaker, and, therefore, it is needless for 
me to dilate any further upon his fitnc ·S for 
the officp of Speaker. Suffice it to say that 
tbc position of Speaker C<Lrries with it vPl'y 
high qualifications, and also roquir0s a cor
rect knowledg0 of our Standing Orders and 
'Jf the practice governing ·parliamentary 
procedure. I am sure that Mr. Bertrarn 
pO'i< 's0s all the ability nccc'8ary for the 
JlO'ition. He is also of sufliciL·nt.!y long 
>landing in the House to fill the position. It 
i:-; nccc?sary that the ger,t]cn:an -who fills 1 ~w 
1w~ition of Speakee should be a nu1n of even 
temper, and I am sure that l\1r. Bcrtram 
possesses that rcquircmC'nt. I-l0 has 'howu 
his abilib as Speaker~ and also as Chalrman 

·of Committees, to control the debates in a 
strictly impartial manner-(Opposition !augh
tf;r)-and I am convinced that he '.,·ill be 
able to carry out the duties of the office with 
credit to himself and honour to this 
Chamber. 

GovERN)fEXT J'v1EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
l\Ir. FERRICKS (South B>·isbrmr): I have 

ver:y n1nch pleasure in secondin~· the n1otion 
moved bv the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley nominnting the hon. member for 
Maree for the position of Spr,aker. It will 
be freely admitted, I think. that Mr. 
Bertram has long parliamentary experience, 
fair!l( ... s, and ability, and his impartiality 
will be readily granted. Some cr.iticism may 
have emanated inside· and outside this House 
during his past term on account. of the' fact 
that he, as prr,,iding officer of lhis Chamber, 
had seen fit, owing lo the closeness of the· 
numbers in divisions, to record his casting
vote in favour of th0 Government. ·while 
th>tt may have been so, I think that any 
exception or objection which could be taken 
on that ground is entirely wiiJhout founda
tion. Hon. members of the Opposition, who 
at times voic,,d that objection. must have 
realised, a.nd will now admit, that, had the 
positions been reversed, and they had had a 
majorit:, .. of one, with the Speaker in the 
chair, that Speaker would have taken ex>tctly 
similar action to that taken by Mr. Bertram. 
(Opposition dissent.) I might mention that 
for a period of fourteen months in the· 
Federal Parliament, when Mr. Ellint 
J ohnson was the Speaker of a Government 
which had a majority of one, not only did 
Mr. Elliot J ohnson not fail to give his 
casting-vote in favour of the Government. 
but he went out on the public hu•tings and 
.i ustified his actions, not only in doing so, but 
in taking an active part in political propa" 
ganda in favour of the Government whidh 
had placed him in the position of Speaker. 
The time was-and we may be reminded of 
it-when the high and honourable position of 
Speaker-the highest in the gift of the House 
-was supposed to be given to one wiho would 
be so impartial and so politically or officially
blind as not to see any parties or any party 
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distinctions in the House. The hope was 
expressed that that tradition should con
tinue, and the practice in the Dri tish House 
of Commons was pointed to as an illustra
tion in that connection. That might have 
Leen all Yory vvell Leforc there were in the 
various Pariiaments of tile British-speaking 
world two well-defined line, of political 
tJhought in opposition to each other. It was 
&!l right in the days when the members of 
Parliament were virtually all of the one 
party, tho sections of that party having 
differences without any fundamental 
distinctions. 

Mr. CoLLES: It was a cast' of " Tweedle· 
dum and Tweedledee" in those days. 

Mr. FERRICKS: I am of the firm con
Yiction and opinion that. now that there are 
in Groat. Britain two well-defined parties of 
political thought, the office of Speaker in the 
very near future will not be placed on that 
ground, which, to my view, v·irtually dis
franchises the electors ,,·horn the Speaker 
rcprt•~ents. l\Iark my words. that change 
is coming in Gre&t Britain. It, is admitted 
in Australia, and must be admitted by hon. 
members opposite, that the position that 
obtains now is quite distinct from the posi
tion which obtained in the olden days. 
Consequently, no objection can be taken to 
the action of any Speaker in exercising his 
vote and expressing the sentiments of his 
constituency. I fe<:l sure that, with his long 
political experience, the hon. member for 
l\-Iaree will, during his ensuing term, fill 
the high and honourable position of 
Speaker to the >atisfaction of the House 
and hon. members generally. 

GovER"''IIEKT 1\InrBEBS: Hear, hear! 
'\Ir. BERTRAM (Jlaree): I highly esteem 

the great honour proposed to be conferred 
upon me. and I submit myself to the pleasure 
of the House. 

GOYERK'IIEKT l\lEMBERS: Hear, hear~ 
The Speaker-elect was escorted to the Chair 

by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
!Mr. Wilson) and the hon. member for South 
Brisbane (l\Ir. Ferricks). 

Tho SPEAKER, speaking fron. the dais, 
said: Hon. members, I am deeply sensible 
of the great honour that ha.s been conferred 
upon me for the third time, and I am indeed 
gratified that I am being eleeted on this 
occasion without opposition. 

GoYEBN}lENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SPEAKER : When I took the chair 

three years ago. I said that the chief qualifi
cations necessary in a Speaker were courtesy, 
patience, firmness, and impartiality. My 
experience since then has confirmed the 
opinion that I then expressed, and I will 
endeav-our to continue that attitude. I 
express the hope that hon. members will 
assist me to the best of tl1Pir ability in con
ducting tho deliberations of this Chamber 
winh decorum. I will do m~· best faithfully 
toildischarge the duties pertaining to my high 
office. I take this opportunity of thanking 
the proposer and the seconder of my nomina
l ion for their very kind references tD myself. 

HOliOliBABLE l\1E.:IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 

Chillagoe), who was received_ with Goyern
ment cheers, said: I take the opportunity, 
::'.1r. Speaker, of congratulating you uron 
your re-election to the position of Speaker. 
The fact that the nomination was accepted 
bv the House without contest indicates the 
fooling that hon. members have regarding 

your qualities as Spea~e_r. I thi_nk it !s _an 
endorsement of the ab1hty and Impartiality 
which vou have displayed in the high office 
of Sp0aker, and I am sure it is sati,.factory_ 
to vourself. as it is to :tll hon. members of 
the· Chamber. I congratulate you on your 
n•-election. 

HmwunABLE METhiBEBS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor), wh:J was received 

witJh Opposition cheers, said: Before offering 
mv congratulations-though it is somewhat 
m1usual-I vvould like to apologise for the 
absence of the hon. member for Toombul 
(Mr. Petrie), the father of the House. Mr. 
Pctrie i' scriolbly ill, and will not be able 
to take his place in this Chamber probably 
for som•J wel'ks and I am sure tnat my state
ment as to hil illness will be recciyed with 
v-ery gr'at sympathy by all hon. members. 

Ho)[Ot:RADLE l\ln!BFUS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. 'l'AYLOR: In congratulating you, 

i\1r. Speaker, I certainlc- consider you have 
ihe necessary qualifications for tho position 
of Speaker, but I cannot allow the remarks 
made by the proposer and seconder concern
ing your impartiality with regard to a 
number of deci"ions t,hat were given by J'OU 

during the last session of Parliament to pass 
without comment. The hon. member for 
South Brisbane tried to put forward some 
exc.LISe for the Speaker giving party decisions. 

l\1r. HARTLEY: Kot an excuse~only a 
justifi<ation. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR : I under tood the hon. 
member's remark' to m0an tnat he was 
endeavouring to offer some justification, or 
cxcme, or apology, or whatever :;·on like to 
cull it, for party decisions in this Chamber. 
I cerLlinly think that when a.n hon. gcntlP· 
man is elev-ated to the position of Speaker, 
he has to earn the confidence of the whole 
House. 

Mr. GLEDSON: He has got it, too. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Not only must he earn 
that confidence, but his dPcisions must not be 
on party lines: On several occasions during 
last session the Speaker might just as well 
have been sittins; on the front Government 
benches as in tiJ,, chair. I certainly think 
that. when an hon. member occupies that 
position, he is occupying a si1nilar position 
to a judge in any of our courts, and his 
decision should be absolutoly impartial; and 
whether the party in office depends on his 
decision or not, .he has a right tD give that 
deC'isiorl in a fair and in1partial \vay. 

Mr. GLEDSO)f: Why contest his seat if that 
io the case? 

Mr. TAYLOR: However, I have very muoh 
pleasure in congratulating you, Mr. Speaker, 
and I hope we shall not have a repetition 
of some of the scenes we had during the last 
Parliament. \V e, on this sid'l, offer you 
our best help during your occupancy of the 
position, and I assure you that, while you 
conduct the business of this House in a fair 
and impartial manner, you will have the full 
snpport of hon. members on this side of the 
House. 

OPPOSITION l\IE:\IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny), who was received 

with Opposition cheers, said: I desire to 
congratulate _vou, Sir, on your election to 
the position of Speaker o£ this House. I am 
not going to pretend that we on this side 
were altogether satisfied with all your 
decisions during last session. 

A GovERN~!ENT MEMBER : You will never 
be satisfied. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE : There is nr; ren,son for being 
hypocritical, as I think we had reasonable 
grounds for that remark. l do wish to say, 
however, that, with the restricted Standing 
Orders under which we work to-day, we 
should be allowed a fair time on this side 
of the House in which to discuss all matters 
that come before us. Notwib1lstanding the 
fact that tnero may be a dictator on the other 
side of the Honse-(Government dissent)
with a large following, I place you above 
any dictatorial methods, and expect that, 
while you occupy the position of Speaker, 
wo shall b<> given fair and reasonable con
sideration. If that be so. we will do our best 
tc assist you in your woric; Lut we do expect, 
in the conditions under which we are 
expected to work, that we shall be allowed 
the fullest discussion of measures that come 
before this Chamber. 

OPPOSITION J'\1E}1BERS: Hear, hear l 
Mr. KIRWAN: Like they were m the 

Federal Parliament the other day. 
Mr. MOORE: I can quite understand you 

Lcing in your position as a party man, but 
I cannot understand a Sneaker being a 
partisan, and I therefore ask that the fullest 
amount of time be granted to us. In that 
event, I oan assure you that the fullest sup
port of this side of tlte House will be given 
to , ou in the present Parliament. 

Ho:-;ot:R.\E',E MEii!Bl:RS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE (Oxlc_:~): If a 
Govcmmcnt member has to occupy the 
important position that ·you no'\<~.' O(>.:upy, 
speaki11g for n1.; self, I \vonld just as 
soon you occupied tJ1ai lJOSitiou as anyone 
else. You h'we qualifications which appc al 
to our b0ttcr instincts, and I hope th Lt 
during tho con1ing ;.~;,sion they \Yill be 
exercised by you to the fullest extent. 
During your recent election campaign in 
l\1arec, ?vir. Speaker, you n1_ado reference to 
and deplored the fact that the same con
sideration was not given to tbe Speaker in 
Queensland as is giYon to that official in 
other parts of the world, particularly in 
Great Britain. Now, Sir, it depends entirely 
on yourself, and on the way vou conduct 
the business of the House, as to \vheth!'r the 
same privilege is to be granted to you as 
Speaker as applies to Speakers in other parts 
of the world. I have every confidence in you 
during the coming session, and I feel sure 
you wili be relieved in not h"ving to exercise 
a party vote as Speaker during this session. 
As such, you will receive the support of the 
Opposition to the fullest extent. 

0PPOSlTIO~ l'vlE:\IllERS : Hear, hear l 
Mr. GLEDSO~: That is not due to the 

Opposition; it is due to the good sense of 
the electors. 

'!'he SPEAKER: I thank hon. members 
for the kindly sentiments expressed, and I 
can assure them that I will do my best to 
justify the confidence reposed in me. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I have 

ascertained that His Excellencv will receive 
you at GoYernment House to-morrow morn
Ing at half-past 10 o'C'lock. I therefore beg 
to move-

'.' That th.\' House, at its rising, do 
adJourn until 10 a.m. to-morrow." 

Question put and passed 
The House adjourned at 12.45 p.m. 

[Mr. M oore. 

The Goverac'r·8 Opening Speech. 




