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Brisban~ Tiartl1"1Y Trust Bill. [26 SEPTEMBER.] Agricultural Education Bill. 1851 

TUESDAY, 2S SEPTE])HIER, 1922. 

The SPCAEER !Hon. \V. Dcrtram, .11ar, __ ;) 
took tbc chair at 11 a.m. 

LEGISLATIV:C ASSE:,IBLY ACT A::\IEXD­
::' ~EJ\"T .\CT OF 1921 HI~PE.~L BILL. 

IXJTIATIOX. 

Tl ~\TTOIG\EY-GEXERJ .. L (Hon. J. 
}1u11an. F{.'rulc·s): l brg to TI10YC-

" That 1 he Elou r? v·ill, at its present 
~it~ing, n olYc itsf'lf into t l,Jmn1ittce Df 
the \Yholn to con· id('r of the d•·-.:irablcness 
of intro(1ucing n Bill to repeal the Leg1 ·­
ln1-iYc ,_\s~cnlbly Aci .E1_n1endmcut Act of 
1£'21..' 

Qucotion put and pa& .cd. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BlLL. 
I~lTI\TfO~. 

Th.· YTTORXEY-Gi<:l\Ef'.AL (lion. J. 
~tinlb.n. Ffi,,·!e,".~): I bt~S to nlCYC-

" That the 1:-!onsP '>.·ill, at its present 
~iUi1 1 rcsolyc lt ('lf into a Con11nittee d{ 
the,,--~ f'onsidor of thf~ d~'··irablene~.~ 
of , a Bill to pro,-id~ fOl' tl1e 

-tlw names of ccctain cl ne-, 

J\1.-\CKAY, 1\lARYBOlWUGH, A:'m ROCK­
H.l.:\i.PTO~ SUOW GTIOU~'\DS ::YIORT­
GAGES BILL. 

I~PIATIOX. 

The _\TTOR"\EY GE:'iE11AL (Hon. J. 
:\1ullan, Fhulrrs): I bog to moyc-

" That the House will, at its present 
~ittin~·. rcfolvP its01f into a Con1mittco of 
the \Vhol" to CJll'·'clcr of the dcsirablcncso 
of introducing a Bill to e!'ablc the trus­
tee- of certain parcch of land in the citY 
of ~lackov. -in the• rib ... of 1\Iaryborou,.h. 
and in th'e citv of Ro'c ~duunpto·~, re-~pl'c­
tively, u.sed for the purrJO.::c." of shcw 
grc;unds by :\ ~ricultu1·al societies c ·~ab­
lished in those localities respectively. to 
mortgage the said land and to dm·otc th 
n1oneys so rai3od to n1aking pcrn1anent 
impro.-cmcntc on the s:tid lr.nd. and th •t 
the s tid Bill be 1ntrJducccl ~tnd d0·1 !t 
with in all its stages a·- a public Bill." 

Quc5ticn rut and paL~d. 

\L\ T ER PO\YER BILL. 
THIRD R~ADTKG. 

I-Iox. \Y. FORGA::"< S:\IITH (.lflld't!f): I 
beg tu mo.-e-

" That the Bill be now TC'ad a third 
ti1nc.'' 

QuE>cion put and p::t>scd. 

AGRIC'CLTCR.U. EDTXc},_TIOX BILL 
TmRD READJXG. 

Th0 SECRETArY FOR PUBLIC I::"<­
STRUCTIO'i (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda): 
I beg to rn.oyc-

" That the Bill be now read a th;,,,! 
time.'' 

Quc:..til;ll put urH1 p ~-sed. 

Hon. J. I-l1u:lwm.] 



1852 ~'lectoral Districts Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Electoral Districts Bill. 

C:\T''ERSITY OF QL:EE:'-JSL~\C\D _'\.C:T 
Ai>IENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

ThE> SECEETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'-J­
STRUCTIO:\: (Hon. J. Huxham, Bnranda): 
I bl-g to lnove-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Qm·,tion put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT A:\IE:\D-
1IE:\T ACT OF 1921 HEPEAL BILL. 

IxiTIATIOx Ix CmnrrTTEE. 

(Jir. Iiir~can, Bri8bane, in th ch•r:r.) 

The ATTORXEY-GENEHAL (Hon. .J. 
::\Iullan, F/ind1n): I beg to mon•-

" That it is dr )irablc that a Bill nf" 
introduced to rcpt al the Lc~i;;;]ati YC 

As.embl:.· Act Amendment Act of 1921. ., 

On the second rmvding of the, Bill I \\·ill sub­
ruit rea· DLS \Yh~ it is ncce~ "-l'Y to rc-pcaJ t1 o 
Act which was passed last • "'"'· At ·rh is 
stage jt is sufficient to say that ir is L-=:_'Ct:s~ar-.· 
to :epeal the Act because of subscqncut legis­
lation passed la'·t sr"sion bv the• CoJnmo~l-
wealth Parliament. ' 

::\lr. T.\ YLOR (Windsor): Th" Biil i!l 
receive splendid support from thi< side. !t 
will repeal what we consider on' of thE m 1st 
discreditable pieces of legislation that "o 
haYe had to deal with for quite u loCJg ti!Uc. 
We welcome the Bill. '· 

OPPOSITION J\1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Question put and pas.•ed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIR}IAN reported that the Committee 
had come to a r-esolution. 

The resolution was agrPcd ta. 

FIRST READING. 

Tho ATTOHSEY-GE:\ERAL pro ··ntcd the 
Bill. and mond-

" That the Bill be now read a fir•t 
ti1ne.'' 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 

INITIATION IN CoonnTTEE. 

(Jir. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:\Iullan. F/inders): I bog to move-

,, That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to ]Jrovidc for the a Iteration of 
the nan1es of certain clcc~oral di:,tricts.') 

::\lr. :\IOOHE (.-1 ubign•1) : I am vcr · sorry 
that it is ncccssarv to introduce this Bill at 
all. 1JnfortunatclY, under prcst•nt conditions 
it is absolutely nccc'· sary tJu~t n Bill ~-~honld 
be pas- -.,j providing for a11 altc~·ation in the 
names of the -•lectaral di;tricts, as the present 
po--ition is alto~ether unsati~faclorv. Cndt~! 
the rcdisi:ribuhon seycrnl ~ district·, 
b·1ve been dlsfrauch]sed, and ::;rnt. po~i-
tion has led to confusion in Electoral 
Registrar's Departrnent and cor;fusion 
aJnongst the people outside. TlH' r1cctor,s do 
not scr>In to knov 'Yhon1 to 'Yrite to on 
electoral matter , and l hope tl:ac provision 

[Hun. J. IItixham. 

is made in the Bill to revert to the oi::l 
names of electorates. The prcsent names have 
no connoctian with the districts themselves 
and ha vc no towns of the name of the elec­
torate in the electorate and that makes the 
position most ab,,urd. 'I trust that in this 
Bill the nanH's 'vill bP :::•1ch tl-.1t pPop1e wi1l 
know what electorate thev arc in. I am verv 
sorry that the Minister thought it necessary 
to instruct the police to transfer rrtmes from 
the present rolls. This has only led to 
confusion. 

The ATTORXEY-GExER.\L: The transfer of 
nanH:s vvill 1nakc no difference. 

Mr. MOORE: The electors have been 
informed that they have been transferred to 
tho new elc('torat0s, and they arr in n qu_an­
darv as to 'Yhich clectoi·ate theY arc in. It 1s a 
pitY that there was such ha~h~ iu n1aking th?" 
people enrol far the new cLctoratc' 

The PRE:\llER: You corapldinL d bccau~e 
there \Yas not redi:;:tributjon of '"'at~. and 
now you cornplain because there has been a 
redistribution. 

:Ylr. :VIOOHE: VIe complain of the ·;ay 111 

which it hn::. bct'n dono. The \Yholc thing 
;;:;hows a '"ar1t of fore ight in the furrn:,~tion 
of the new elcrtoratcs. 

The PHE"\TTEH: It was done undt'r th ~ pro­
Yisions of the Act passed by )-'OUr Go,-cnnncnt. 

::VIr. :\IOORE: It is no xcu • at all io sa:: 
that it was done ·,mder an Aer pa ·Sc"l by 
some other Govcrnn1cnt. 'The•• Gcn-crnn1l'J:t 
should han• rcco~niscd that t!JNc would be· 
smne c1lf-fl('tdt.-;- in rQnarning tlH' flL w Plc-eta­
rates which ,: r·r0 to be forrH d, ~n>d p;_·opcr 
provision should have been made in the.t 
direction. 

l\Ir. :\IOHGAX (Jiurilla): I think th;:t the 
:Vlinister should give us a little mor0 informa­
tion about the Bill at thio st.:ge. Ho has­
pract.ically giYen us no details. 

The ~-\TTOR~EY-GEXERAL: I '"1:1 giYc you 
full information on the second rPacling stage 
to-morrow. You will have the Bill before· 
you directly. 

l\Ir. MORGAX: This is the proper stage 
to a~k for information, as 've mip:ht. '1\cish to 
move an amendment in order ta widen the· 
scope of the Bill. vVo are not going to _sit 
s1 ill and ld the J\Iinis:er movp this rcsolutwn 
'Yithout giving us any inforn1ation. ~t. is 
due to the Minister to treat the Opposition 
as the0• should be treat-ed. 

Tho ATTORNEY-GE:xERAL: I will give an,v 
explanation you 1nay want on the ~ccond 
reading. 

Mr. BEBBI:!\GTON (Dn(IJI•Jn): I would 
Iik0 mor'' infcrr11ation to hr g-)ycn at this 
~tr :-:e ahout tho nH<t.:.nrc. The IJ nu-,C' an cl the 
countrv haYe been miderl. ThP Pro:nier 
infnrc~rl that the redi<tril 'I' ion had token 
place under "" Act pasc-c-rl b:· tlw Donham 
GoY'Tllll1C'nt. That is quih' true, bnt the 
GnYcrnmer:t :-:hould be ah~(~ to rrrn•r1T,: 
inju~r'-ir, in Jcgi:::lation pU<:'_<~<~ ~~v p_rcYiou:­

l}nd:'r thr: n h,-1-nh:.:ttJon tlw 
rnnY'~.f hny0 gollC' as fn r thc:v- po~.:;ibl:-

~l1 tn c country ·rli~trict;;;, Th 'Y 
tlw ll1~1it rd!ovcd hY the 

c-.-er--thin.;· hr,:- Le ·)~1 doi1c to 
t}w country Clcct-J~·at:·~. 

The CIIATH~L\)1': 
ho11. lll''rnb( r i-: :noi 
o:1 r Ji~::tribution. 

Q~'cl\1'! 1 hoyH' th( 
1 o ,~" l't a debatP 

tkal~ \\'ith tl1c· 



Electoral Districts Bill. [26 SEPTEi~IBER.] iVlackay, Etc., Nlortgages Bill. 1353 

renaming of certain electorates, and I hope 
the hon. member will confine his remarks to 
i hat question. 

JYh·. BEBBI~GTO.N: Had it not been for 
redistribution taking place, tho1·e v· Juld haY_. 
been no need for this Bill, al!Cl it • oulcl not 
have been ncccssar~· to rc1Hln1c electorates. 1 
shall haYe n1ore to sa~ on the ~-·concl ading. 
\Ve certain!:· ·,,ant lurthcr 

The ATTOR>;EY·GEKERAL: I will gwc you 
full inforn1ation on the Sl'coud rcaJing. 

HoN. \V. H. BAR:'\Et) (Buli,nbu): The 
Prc1nicr haJ •tated that a J.cu1and ·was 11H1.Je 
by the public for reclistril·ution, anci l am 
prepared to adn1it that :-,uch was th2 ea o2; 
but, \Yhcn the alteration wa':. n1ade, \\hat ~~a~ 
there to preYcnt tho Govenunent bringing in 
a Bill for renanung tho clectonttes 1ast 
session? The electorate of Logan is very 
worthily represenwd b2 Mr. King. 

Mr. Knm: Hear, hear! (Laughter.) 

l-IoN. \Y. H. BAR"\"ES : I am sure tho 
House will enclm·,e that stat .ment. But what 
is tho position? l have pce>plo coming to 
nw fron1 the hou. nloiuber's electorate asking 
me if l am not the member for Logan. I 
ha vo no ·desire to jump the seat of the ho11. 
1nember for Logan, but n1y own electorate has 
been called Logan. l, wl\h othero, have been 
absolutely in tho dark as to what is being 
done in connection 'vith the rnattcr. 1hcre 
was nothing to prev nt the Governincnt 
ronarning the electorates at the tin1e they 
n1ade iho redistribution of . eats, Inaking it a 
unifonn busine~'s; but, in:t· ad oi tln:: l, con~ 
fusion has reigned suprom0. The Premier 
interjected, when tho hon. member for 
Aubigny was speaking, that the redistribu· 
tion was on the basis of the Electoral Dis· 
b·icts Act pa,·ed by the Liberal Government. 
That i · not so. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, neCLr ! 

Box. \V. H. BARKES: Xo oae know3 
that better than the hon. member for Albert. 

The ATTORNEY·GEKERAL: The hon. member 
for Albert will admit th.ct 1hc la ,t section 
of the ...:\c_ which his G-ovcr:un1cnt passe,d lJl'O­
Yided for further reclistribution. 

IIox. W. H. BAR~ES: I am prepared to 
admit that in that regard it is eo, but not in 
the apportionment. Let me say one other 
thing-you will probably rule me cut of 
order, :VIr. Kirwan-any Government which 
introduces a Rcdictribution of Seats Bill 
ought to go to thD country as soon as th;; 
redistribution is made. 

i'.Ir. KIXG (Lor~rtn): I quite a~;rc'· v it!r 
the remarks of the hon. member for Bulimba. 
\Vhen the rcdi·.tribution scheme as before 
the House it was pointe'l out b~· the hon. 
nwrnbc:· for lHerthn· thn t the rcdistributi'n 
must of nec;·csitv bo followed b:: a Bill to 
alter the name·· of the electorate· I thcug·ht 
the Govcrnrncnt Y>'ou1d have taken notice of 
the nmmrks of that hon. member, :,ne! haYe 
introducd a Bill forthwith. instead of leaY· 
ing it to EL later :;;tag-c. Tho suggestion of 
the hon. member for i'-1ortbyr ought to haYe 
bePn ac "eptcd. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIR~IAN reported that the Com· 
mittec had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READEG. 

The ATTOR~EY-GEKER~S.L (HSn. 
Mullan, Flind<n) presented the Bllr, ;,·rd 
l1lOYOd-

" That the Bill be now re ad a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading of the Bill was made 
on Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

:\IACIC\Y, :\L\RYBOIW"CGII. ~'\.XD ROCK· 
IL\:\IPTOX SHOW GROLTXDS ~\10RT· 
GAGES BILL. 

IKITIATI0:-1 1:-1 COThUilTTEE. 

(.llr. Einwn, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The ATTORKEY-GENEHAL (Hon. J. 
:\Iullan, Flinrlus): I beg to moYe-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to enable the trustees of cer­
tain parcels of land in the city of 
Mackay, in the city of Maryborough, 
and in the city of Rockhampton, respcc· 
ti\·ely, used for the purpo~c-, of show 
groundJ by agricultural socictit estab­
liohed in those localitie- respectively, to 
1uortgagc the faid land and to deYote 
the n-:_onevs so raised to n1aki11g pel'­
mallent iillprovcn1ents on tfw said hind. 
and that the -.aiel Bill be introduced and 
dealt with in all its stag. s as a public 
Bill." 

:Mr. JUORGAX (Jlurillu): I suggest to t!:e 
)linistcr that it would be advisable to brine; 
in a general Bill. \Ve should have one Bill 
to deal with all these institutions and allow 
the111 to rnortgage the land under their con­
trol. It would save a lot of time then, and 
we would not have to waste so much time 
dealing with each Bill separately. 

The ATTOR:-!EY·GENERAL: \Ve have made 
an in1proYenwnt in this case, 
have grouped three of them. 
refuse a reasonable rcquE''It. 

because we 
Y\' o neyer 

Mr. :\IORGA::\': It would be much better 
to haYe a general Act, so that all societies 
throughout Queensland could conduct thc·ir 
Gpcrations under it, with the pennission of 
the Mini,ter. 

The ATTORoiEY-GENERAL: I will bear that 
suggestion in mind when I arn next dealing 
>vith the matter. 

])Jr. MORGAN: Such societies should h<ve 
the powers giYen by this Bill wilhout che 
nc~c~--ity of coming to the }lini~tcr t'or 
special legislation. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIRciAX reported that the Commlt· 
toe had cmne to a re,~olution. 

Th0 re:::oJution 'vas agreed to. 

FIRST READIXG. 

The ATTOR:\iEY-GE='IER\L !Hon. J. 
3.1ullnn. F/inchrs) presented the Bill. and 
n1oYed-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Que .. tion put and passed. 

The seco:1d reading of the Bill was maJa 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

Hon. J. fol1tllan.] 



1854 2v1aternity Bill. [ASSE:O.IBLY.] 

"-'1ATEHKITY BILL. 

SEcO~D Hr \Dii\G. 

The SECRETAHY FOR J\II::\'ES (Hon. 
A. J. Joue"· l'ad linuton): It falb to my lot 
to l110Ye the second TCading cf this Bill, the 
title of which is-

" ... 1\ Bill to nrake bctt:•r proYis1on for 
the esta~1li~,hnrcnt arld rnuintera:ace of 
llHttcrnity hc::-:pltals and bab. cliuic~. and 
for other aucillary purpo·-_,e;;;.'' 

The crec1it for th int:·< ducci,,n vf this 
nreasure, apart from the fact tlJ.u..t it '-'--Cc:::n'd.3 
with the general principles of the hunra:ni­
tarian Labour n1on:1ncnt, righ-t.ly belong to 

the present 1-Iorne Secretary, together wi~h 
&nothcr Bill, the s cc ,, J n·adin:; uf whi h 
I ~hall ha\'8 the oppurtunit~ of nro\-ing at a 
later st tgc-that io, th: Health ~\c-cs lL11Cnc!­
nrL'lli Bill. lt goes \YJthout sayill 13' that ~hi.-. 
Bill has the who!e-hcarh•d mpport o£ eyery 
member on thi.e side of the House, and I hope 
it \vill gain the aprwoYal of eyery n1cn1bcr of 
tho I-lousc. Ucrtainh: it will h:_tY the 
blessing of the moth< ,.; of t ho children born 
and yet to bo born in ~his St.tte. Although 
it is not as contention a;i n1any othe1· 
Bills are with whic:h we cle,~l in th;_~: Ctw.ln­
bcr, it is none the le;-:: in1portant. Placed in 
the category of hurna_:_~itarian legislation, the 
introduction o:f wh~ch i::; chantcteri~tic of this 
GoYernn1cnt and tho party \Vith -~-,,hich 1 an1 
associated, it is ,:J.. Ino:_,t highl:, irnportrtb Bill. 
Judged from the stuudpo::.nt of hu1 !anitari}tn 
legislation, 111any othLl' Bills facL into i:nsur­
nj£icance \Yhen con1narc'd wi:ll I·. \Yh~lt Blll 
can be more irr1pori<.Hlt fur hun. InPrnbcr'O to 
consider than one \Yhich ain1s at dccre.n_.:,ing 
the death rate of the mothers and children 
of this State, \vhich aim; at n1inirni, ing the 

risk during th,~ crit :cal period of 
[11.30 a.m.] childbirth. ··.·:1ich ai;ns m incrca;-

. ing tho birth rate, and n1aking it 
casrer for rnothors to b···rrr children'! This 
BilL in m=; opinion, will inert .lsc our natural 
population. I belicY0 that it will help to 
rnrrcase !'ettlernent, by rn. king the facilities 
greater rn ou~back places. It has for :ts 
object the training of nrothor~ and the ca.r~ 
of little children. I c1r:pha'i c the fact thlLt 
110 Bill, judged fron1 that Irumanitaria~l Gtanrl­
point, could .Po,sibly bt• moro important. I 
ant1c1pate _bcrng tr ... ken to task for C\_presc:in6' 
these scntnnc11ts, becaU"'•C, when the Sta~e 
Children Deparbncnt was under di.scussiJn 
in this House a fep da:cs ago, I stated th .t 
eyery < .. hild born in the State was rn. assot 
to the Statc, and thrrt it was the dutv of the 
St t" tu S<"0 thrrt th. t child had nr! opp0r­
hnnty of boms· propl:rly fed, clotheJ, and 
Nlucatc'd, and fnYen n chanrc in life· 
and. to rn~T~_Sui'pli"e, thP following day on~ 
of tbt~ leaning \va;:; responsible 
fur publ~shing· 

"If '·ickly, >CL.::forrncd, Yicion-< and 
fPPbh>-mind 1 children aro asseb 'to the 
State, and i~ the ~u-vcry-genc~'OLLJ depa~·t. 
1ucut rccognr5p;:;; tlH'ln to be -o, and. if th·~ 

a.nd the n1ore practical ·.nr1 
portion of th0 c-Jmnrun.i.tv 

( Dl~!SC'nt to the Jo11c formul;L, there j" 
go111g to bo a. crash o~l this continent 
:much soon._ r than even the J a pane e 
think." 

Cnn yen in1agin" any entirr1~nt 1nore 
cJ.llnu:-;? Coqld anything be n-:.orc hcartlcnJ\ 
P:<pr<'ssed 1 I deny that tho children ,f :ho 
poor art: deformed, v ielous, and wca};;:rnindcJ. 
Th,' Govcnnncnt do ll.Ot rL'gret, nor do they 

~Hon . .r1. .T. Jones. 

apologise for, the money they haYe spent in 
protoct1ng tho lives and taking into thC'Ir 
care the children .,-ho are looked after by 
the Statl' Childr-en Dop,utnwur. 

:VIr. Cm:SJ:R: \\-ho mad-l' that sbtcmcnt? 

The SECHETARY FOR ::\11:'\ES: It was 
rnade in the "Uourier." The Goyenu11ent 
haYe heard the crv of Ow li+de children 
since thcv have bceir in offjcc. I think that 
has be.·n ~expressed very ably in the linos of 
:l\lrs. BrcnvuiiJg-

" Do =;ou hear the children \Yceping, Oh, 
n1~,· brother::>, 

Ero their sorrow con1es with Years? 
They arc l: an in 5 their you1:z hcadf 

against their motherc, . 
.'\.nd thltt C-lnnot stop thc11· tear 

The young larnbs arc bleating rr.. the 
nu ... aJo-.,1;:;, 

The . ,, birds ar0 chirj1irn; rn the 

The yot{ng fa,Yns arc playing- \YLl1 the 
shhdO\', , 

TlF~ young flo""~;vcrs ar• blc .i. .. ~_ to\Yards 
the \Vnst; 

But ;·he young, young chilLL·,.:n, Oh, rrry 
brothl:rs, 

Tb~·- are \Vceping bittET~~· · 
'They arc ,,-coping in the ph:·:imc of the 

a:: her~ 
In the country of the free." 

Mr. Yl:ouGA:\: You should learn that elf by 
heart. 

The S'ECB.EL\HY FOR Jill'·;E.-": Ti: io a 
beautiful sentiment, and I did not care to, 
truc·t to nlY meinorv. I reC'og;ni~c th -~t the 
hon. mc1nblr who interjects cannot rtpprcciate 
properly that sentiment;. probably h2 dcee 
not apprt .. ·ciate the exprc·~Dons of SOEll' of onr 
great poets. 1'1any children ar~ born 1n th1 ,, 
State ,,~ithout the aid of rnrdrcal can' nnd 
skill. or t{;Ialificcl nursing. Especially wore 
the children of the early pioneers so born, ar:d 
rnanv valuabl,. liYC" 1 sad to ~~1..y, have been 
lost. V In n1v oninion there 1s nothieg so ~ad 
a" the dPath ~f a m' other in gi \-inC! hir1 h to 
her child: the le ·.s of the mother L alwa: ,; 
most keen]·: felt. This Bill ic aimed rro 
1naking it lr s dttngerous, le::s r~;;;ky for the 
mothers, especially the mothers m the bush. 
Provision is n1ad0 for the trcahncnt. rare, 
and nursing of rnothcrs and inf;-~uts ln the 
remote places. \Vhen the bon. membN fo,­
Albert was spoaking on the introJncnon of 
this mccsure he ,.aid that. it v ould encourage 
settlement in the remote places. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 

'The SECHE'TAHY FOR 1\IE\ES: It will 
certainlv rnako it 1norc attrac"ti.Yc for people 
to settl~~ in remote places. f.l:: ty>:npD th~·, 
and the ~.yn1pathy of this _Go~.-f'rl1111('1l'. rs 
ahva~s manifE'•,tccl along the l1nP:., cf f .. ~cnnrag­
ing the people who pionc r-the ,P'oplc;_ \ho 
go outbt< k ancl . blaze tbe tr~t~·l;;:. ~\~ ~1~~ 
expr'nse of wt:arymg the House I woniS< Ilk< 
to quote son1c yerse.:1 bY Georgc· E "'X LYans, 
in his beautiful pocn1,· "Tl ~ \Yonrc .. J c~ the 
""V\Tcst"-

" Thev left thC' Yine-wrcntht -1 cottage> and 
tho mansion on the hill. 

The houses in the busy str ds \Yhc-re life 
is m vcr still. 

The pl0asures of the clty, and tl1e friend:­
thev cherished best: 

For loYe thcv faced the YVillkrnr ;s-· 
women of t"he \V 0'' r~ 
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In the slab-built, zinc-covered hon1cste,ad 
of c omo lately taken run, 

In the tent beside the 'bankmont of a 
railway just Lcgun, 

In the hLJts of now selections, in the camps 
of rnan' s unrest; 

On the frontiers of the :'\ration-live the 
"\Yon1en of the \Yest." 

Thou he goes on-
" And there arc hours n1en cannot. soothe, 

and \">'Or(Is rucn caHnot say, 
The rH ar •:-t won1an)s face n1ay Le q, 

hundred n1iles a"",-vcty." 

And he concludes-
" \Yhile men have hearts to do and dar0, 

And yet o'er all the rest 
The hearts that make the ~ ation >Lre 

The \Yom 'n of the \Yost." 

}h. }loHG.\X: I quite agree with that. 

The SECHKI'ARY FOH }ll~ES: I think 
1t. is a 'fine sentirncnt, cxpre"··.;ccJ in Leautiful 
language. Hon. members, by follov:ing the 
Bill very closely, ., ill obsene that it makeS 
provision for the constitution of districts. We 
n1av establish in one district n1orc than ono 
maternity home. Clause 5 of the Bill author­
ises the Governor in Courwrl to establish 
withjn a district luaternit;; hospit::ds for the 
reception, care, and treatment of midwifery 
ease"; hospitals for the tro<Ltment of dise"ses 
peculiar to women; ante-natal and baby 
clinic" ; trainiug schools for nurse" in n1id-
1vifery, in diseJ~' 0S pecul)ar to wornen, and 
in n1atters ante-natal and post-natal relating 
to motherhood and infant life; and to ·equip, 
n1anage, n1aintain, and control the scune. 
There arc fom· lmbv clinics established in 
Bri~b~ne y,,hich co1nblne thP functions of ante­
natal and baby clinic,s-though the latter 
function, :::o far, is the grr•:-tter part of their 
particular \York. Thes·" cn·c State institution~:. 
It is the intention of the Governrnt>nt to 
extend_ baby d·inic~ to other towns. Of cour::-e, 
it is in11Jracticable and not cconon1ical to 
establish a babv clinic in everv small town 
in the State. \'re have to bcgil1 sotnc,yh_'l't'. 
This Goy rnn1cnt began in Bri~bane. \Ye 
have fotn' clinics in B-risbane, and we intend 
to cst:_tbli1:1h clinic~ in othnr towns 'vhere 
the:'-r are ll(~f'P 7 Sary. ...-'-\ new rlinic. -costing 
about £2.500, \Yill be ctablished in Fortitnde 
Va!Icv. It became nccc,car: 'o build that 
clinic~ became of the fact~ that \\C wcr,_ 
evicted from or had to lea'"'' the prem_i§es we 
were occupying. Tho building will be ended 
as a baby clinic, and will < arry out the func­
tions relatinp; to ante-natal matters to which 
I have alt·cad,v referred. The _average 
number per 1.000 of the children under one 
vear who die in the Commonwealth is about 
scvent:·-seven in the metropolitan arects and 
about sixtv-three in other area,, The 
"Dailv Mriil" of the 18th instant had some 
figures relating to the matter, which figures 
I have verified. For last year the number 
of deaths under ono yco.r per 1,000 births 
registered for the various States were-

\V est ern Australia 
Taf'nwnia 
\~ietoria 
South _Australia 
Xew South \Vales 
Queensland 

78.20 
78.02 
72.55 
65.48 
62.56 
54.16 

It is grat.ifying to know. and it is a high 
c·on1plim{'nt to our health authorities vcho 
control the babv clinics to find that the death 
rate is less th,[n in anv other State in the 
Commonwealth. In New Zealand I believe 

they have' no State institutions, but the \Vork 
is carried ou by private institution.5, ancl, 
probably owing to the suitable clirnatic con­
ditions in tlH' Dominion. the death rate is 

lo'.\ er than in Qw:'ensland. _.._L\_s the 
de·:clops and traiucd nur::,c~3 arc avail­

the Home Secretary contemphttes inti-
co"or·dinatin~ the :uncbons of ante-­

natal ,:nd bn by clinic rnattcrs with maternity 
lwsp;t aLL \Ve will not be able to attend to 
all thn hospital8 at once, but wo have a sun1 
of £200,000 available forth~ establishment of 
Uiaternit.~ hoHpitab throughout this State, 
and, in rn:.~ 011inion, first con::.iclerr.Ltion should 
be gi nn to the women of tho bash and tho'e 
living in remote plac-es. 

HOXOURADLE ME}!BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR n~IKES: The 
GovcrnrnL'llt will appropriate a sum ncce·~.<\ry 
tu can.:· on this good \\'Ode There arc 101 
hospitals in this State, and \\'C propose­
although tho -" ol'k c<.tnnot bo undertaken at 
once-to 'l ::;tab1ish at least sixLJ to sixt~~--fivo 
maternity ho,pitals in Quecnoland. 'Ne 
already have plans n1adc, and r-stinultf"s of the 
f'ost arrived at, in connectior~ with these 
hoc;pitals. That haJ not bl "H done for pur­
pusl_'s of argument in this Chamber, but for 
in1nL diate ad ion so that 've can carry uut 
this polic:;. I regret. very much that, owing 
to a throat trouble, my voice is not strong 
enough this morning to ermblo me to explain 
all the details as clearly as I otherwise would. 
Although not expressed in so many words, I 
am of the opinion that this Bill is full of 
sympathy for the mothers of the nation to 
be and for the children of the coming genera­
tion. It is hoped that the Home Secretary 
will long be spared to realise the vast amount 
of good to humanity which will be accom­
plished by the Bill and which has been 
initiated bv him and on whose behalf I have 
very much' pleasure in moving-

" That thu Bill be now read a second 
time." 

HoNOURABLE ME:l!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MOOHE (A.ubigny) : Hon. members on 
this side w2lcome the Bill, particularly the 
Country members, who have for a long time 
past urged the necessit.' for making better 
provision for maternity cases in the bush. 
Th<' Minister expressed the g-reatest sympathy 
with tho people in the outback portions of 
the State. Aftc:r aiL the necc"ity for this 
Bill has been brought more into prominenc·e 
becattso of the conditions placed upon the 
s0<-tlcr3 in t.he lm.sh during the last fev. years. 

:VIr. CoLLINS : You are going to epoil your 
'peech nov·. You are small-minded. 

:Ur. ~.IOORE: It is not a CJll'2Stion of 
f1n1allnf'h of mind. If you impoF·~ cxcc·,slve· 
nttes and heavy taxation, lt takes a1vay fron1 
the people in those plac0s the opportunitiec; of 
~etting comforts for j heir '' omcnfolk by 
sendin~ them into the CL'ntres of civilisation 
to cnabl0 them to get all the comforts th~y­
are entitled to. 

Mr. W. CooPER: Did they do it before? 

:\Ir. MOORE : In marr' cases they did~ 
Th~·ro ,,~ere some unfortunate case's ".vhr·re 
thev were not able to. I welcome the Bill, 
because I think there is absolute necessity for 
a bush-nursing scheme throughout Queenc­
land. The Health Acts Amendment Bill con­
tains some very strinrrc11t provisions. wi~h 
regard to maternity homes and lymg-m 
hosnitals in the countrY. If those provisions 
are carried out in acc~rdance with the strict 

Mr. 111 oorc.] 
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wording of the A.ct) they arc going to impo:-::e 
a tremendous hardship on the people. \\' · 
know p~rfcctly well that women arc placed in 
very unfortunate positions because it is diffi­
cult to o,tin1atc \~·ith mathcn1atica1 prPcisi'1ll 
the 0xact time of birth; and women have not 
sufficient time to get to centres of· civilisation 
or the lying-in hospitals provided in country 
towns, and they ha vo to take the next br-•,t 
thing. That is, they have to seck the assist­
ance of people who, though not properly 
qualified, arc able to alleviate suil'cring to a 
tremendous dog-r0e. "\!Vc know that in admiu­
istering the Health Act obstacles have been 
placed in the way of people keeping this cl"" 
of horne in Yarious part·~ of the country. 
Unless the Government are in position to 
find adequate nursing or hosr,ital accommo­
dation, it is a mistake that they should 
take a\vay ,,onwthing-it is not a dass of 
hospital that we altogether like-that is of 
assistrrncc to women in exh·,::me ca:;:cs. \Ye 
know perfectly well that the distancecJ to be 
travelled in the country are very groat, and 
that women, especially the women with young 
.children y,-ry often are unable to go a•~" ay 
two or three weeks beforehand, as they shou:d 
do. I oertainlv think a bush-nursing scheme 
is desirable to rnc;et cases of that sort. I hope 
that the Government "-ill sub~idiso th' 
hospitals already existing, including private 
hospitals and lying-in hospitals, before 
going to the expense of building new h_osprtals 
to bring about a better state of efficiency. 

One thing that particularly struck _me. in 
connection with the town-planmng exhrb1tton 
that was hel<l in Brisbane two or three years 
ago was the baby clinics exhibit in char!?e <;f 
a nurse, and the great interest taken 1n 1t 
by the large number of people who attcndetl 
the exhibition. It was an eye-opener to we 
the simple, inexpensive convenie~ce3 that 
were made out of everyday articles that 
peopl' have in their own homes, such as 
kerosene cases and kerosene tins. Posters 
were put up informing people of th' danger 
connected with flies and the pollution of 
milk, and the whole exhibit was most interest­
ina and n1ost instructive, and a treaH~ndous 
ar~ount of interest was taken in it. It has 
often struck me since what a good thing it 
would be if a similar exhibit were sent round 
the country districts an-d exhibited at agri­
cultural shows so that the people attending 
those gatherings would have the samf' oppm'­
tunity of seeing it as the people who attendNl 
the town-planning exhibition in Brisbane. 
There is a largo number oi people who do 
not under,t&nd the ri'k in connection with 
the rearing of babies. After all, the rearing 
of a first baby is really in the nature of an 
expe-riment, and it is a -wonder ho-..v thr­
unfortunate child ever grows to rnatr.rrity at 
all ; and if instruction could be giYon by 
means of an exhibit in different portions of 
the State, it would make for the health of 
theo-e childrf'n. 

The SE:RETARY FOR ~liKES : The want of 
knowledge is the ,-reatest danger of all. 

:VIr. ~l:OORE: Tte hon. gentleman sotmwd 
to take the view thnt tbo low death rnte 
'mong children in Qaeensland was partly 

due to the establishment of baby clinics. rh 
idea is that the low death rate is due to icho 
fact that we are in a more fortunate position 
than tho.'e in the Southern States. ac' "o 
have not the same larg-e number of pconl' 
congregated in one city, likP they have· i1 
Svdnev and 1\Telbourne. vV e know fro.,r 
stati2tics in connection with slums that 1 r: 

[Mr. Moon . 

·death rate is n1uch greater in rcnge'3tc'd 
centres of population. It is not a questior1 
so much of saving the life of the child as 
the giving of every assistance to the n1othe1_~S 
in. the country. The death rate in the coun­
try is not nearly so high as it is in the citic':i; 
but \Ye should do everything po3Fible to utYe 
the nel'dkss suffering that a largP Humbe>r 
of wo1non ha Ye to go throup-h because of ,\ h~ 
want of accommodation and suitable attend­
ance when the time comes £or the child Jo be 
born. If anything can be donf'-and I thi:~k 
it can be done under this s'"hemc--to est • J,_ 
!ish bush nursing, a great deal of good will 
eventuate. In ca,·es 'vhere such a s~hen1o 
cannot be established, assistance should bP 
given to homos kept by women who have had 
considerable experience in this clasc of work. 
and in such cases stringent conditions undvr 
the Health Act should be relaxed. In my 
own elcctorat0 I know of hospitals that were 
of groat benefit-I do not say that tlwy weN' 
run bv certificated nurse•. or that there was 
a n1ecfical tnan within a reasonable distancc­
thot hav,, had to close owing to the regula­
tions under the Health Act. I quite admit 
that in the towns and in largn cet'tres of 
population it is well to admini~ter the reg·u­
lations a., stringently as possible; but in 
some of the remote districts it is impossible 
to get registered nurses unless they arc going 
to be subsidised, as there would not be suffi­
cient work to keep thorn occupied, and the 
''romen .already there ,vho are carrying on 
these hospitals should be allowed to allevie,te 
suil'ering to the bc,,t of their ability. These 
houses may not be all that is desired, but. 
to a cPrtain extent. they have given a feeling 
of confide-nce · o the people in remote place 
In some of those places it i·· not possible to 
secure a rnedical man or a registered nur0a 
in tim0, and we should give the women l 
have referred to an opportunity to do the 
best they c:m. The Bill will go a long way 
to\\ ards inducing people to settle in th" 
country districts. One of the great objections 
in the past to people settling in remote 
places has been the fact that there was no 
ron1pC'tO'-t nurs0 availabJe in the dj~trict. 
\Ye all know that this scheme will requice 
a larl'"e staff, and that a large amount o[ 
travelline- will have to be done to enable 
the n:ur;~<;) to get to the ren1ote centres: 
and I am afraid there will be considerable 
-diflirulty before the scheme is put on an 
efficient basis. The bush nursing scheme at 
Stanthorpe has been remarkably succc'·Sful 
and has been of t~e greatest comfort to the 
settlor' in that district. I am perfectl0' sure 
that hon. members on this side of the House 
will assist the Mini,,ter in every possible 
w:1y to pnss this Bill, and will assist in eYerv 
way tho, can to make it as eil'octive and as 
complete as po'sible. 

::\Ir. GLEDSON !lps1rich): I am very 
pleased to be a."ociatcd with a GoYermn0nt 
who hm-e introducPd such a Bill as this. 
end I was Ye;-y pleased to hear that th~ 
deputv leader of the Opposition "-ill assi;t 
th0 GoYernincnt in e:-tablishing this nursing 
,chcn1l). 

{;Ir. :!.IoRG.IX: 
ccn1ing. 

It has been a long time 

1\Ir. GLEDSON: We haYe to make a start 
sotne time~. 

11r. "IORGAN: You arc adoptin'S our policy. 

~\lr. GLEDSON: I am not concerned as to 
who:-;e policy I an1 adopting so long as it i<.i 
g-oing tn do something for the goo·d of thn 
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people of Queensland. If it is going to ~'to 
good. we should be prepared to do al! we can 
to put it into O]Wrntion. Yestorda-,· I heard 
a comn1crrial travcll('r frorn Bcnrlip;o. -Vic­
torja, speaking in connection \Yith children. 
and lw ·aid, "I ha,-o traYelled from one end 
of Queensland to the other. and I nm sur­
pri;:.cd at the want of knowledg-e o-:-1 the part 
of the people in Victoria in regard to Que "US­
land. Down there all vcu can hear is that 
the~~, are a lot of Bolshf;Yiks in Qnt•cnJand. '' 
HP did not know that I was a member of 
Parliament. He further 'aid. "You havo 
a motherhood in Queensland of whom an:.· 
<:ountn ought to be proud." He said that 
there is a wrong imprc:"-S~l'n on the part of 
the people in th,, Routhcrn States. The 
mothers of Queensland were mother, that any 
<'otmtry could be proud of. \\' e ought to be 

prepared to do all we can as a 
[12 noon] Parliament to bring this Bill into 

operation. I do not intend to 
tako up much time in dealing with ihe 
matter. Most of us are agreed that this is 
a. good Bill, which deseryes the snpport of 
everyone who has the wdfare of the mothers 
of Queensland at heart. As both the Minis­
ter and the deput"· leader of the Opposition 
bave stated, it is not ol'lY the eycnt of 
maternih-. but the davs an'tl weeks before­
hand that ''"c have t~ comiclcr; and, if a 
home can be provided and a woman knows 
that she will have proper care a.nd attention. 
it will remove a lot of worrv and trouble froTn 
her mind. and give hc·r a better chance th~n 
she would otherwise have. I want to point 
ont what has been done in ether countries 
of the wol"ld in this regard, to show that other 
countries haYe otart0d to establish those hos­
pitals. The " Australian ·worker" of \YeJ­
nesday, 13th Septembcr. contained this report 
rpgardin~ 'vhat is bC'ing done bv the Russhn 
Soviet Governn1ent- V 

" The amount of supplies giYen to 
mothers during the period before and 
after confinement is to be on the sarr<> 
basis as that giv0n to tho·e who are 
temporarily incapacitated from working­
i.e., equal to aYerago norn1al earning~. 
Du:·ing the f_m·the:· period of nursing, the 
ass1stance gn·en 1s to be equal to one­
fourth of the foregoing. 

"These principles haYe b0en main­
tained throughout. and in addition to 
t!wse statutorv grants, grants of bab 
]men and other necessaries have been 
given to ne cc "~itous n1others. BY a 
decree of 5th December, 1921, a gi·ant, 
~qual to one n1onth's \Yagcs, is given to 
msured workers and wives of insur~d 
workers 'for the needs of newlv-born 
""hildrcn'-i.l'., to cover the costs o{ babv­
linen, etc. When the Maternity Welfai·e 
Department was formed in 1\fav 1918 
th<ere were thirtv-four local imtituti;n:. 
for materni~:; a'nd infants, chieflv in 
Petrograd ancl 2\1oscow. At the end of 
1921 there ''"ere 2.383 such institutions 
.comprising- , 

Maternity homes 167 
Hor~es for infants under 

twcl ve months 256 
Homes for infants 

three years 
Creches 
Clinics 
Milk supply centres 
Dairv farm' and 

centres 

1922-5 X 

under 

model 

214 
1.402 

216 
118 

10 

" The number of mother'· in the homes 
wa•• 5.179; of children, 193,560. ap vt 
from on'r 6.100 regularly attending i'he 
clinics and centre~. 

" The work of thesf\ institutions is on 
the san1c lines as in other countries. 
although naturally the equipment i,,. poor 
and there h~ve been constant con1plaints 
of the shrn·tage of supplies and. more 
especiall,-. of the inadequate number of 
tr.a1ncd nurses and doctots available. 

'·..._~s in cyery other sphere, the economic 
situation during the la:3t four voars has 
!n-eatly hindered the devrlopme;,t of wel­
fare work; but, in spite of all short­
con1L1gs. the fact remains that a network 
of mstitutions has been set up throughout 
th9 countJ:;v, and that tht·v are graduaily 
being cqtupped and made more efficient. 

" The lack of experienced staff•. is being: 
made good by systematic training course~. 
lnstin~r frotn nine to bvclYe n1onths, ~n 
tbr• large centres; in 1-1o8CO\V alono ov0r 
1,000 nurse, have cmuplPtcd thr ir train­
ing-. Th0 students for thr sr: courses 2 re 
selcctf·d on the roce>mmcndation of H1e 
women's ser·tions in particnlar works, and 
when trainerl. return to t-heir own area,. 
Conrses arc now in progrP·~s i't twontv­
ninc provincial centn -:. In i~Iuscow "a 
cour:::o for training doctor spcciali::;:t~, on 
rhildrcn's ailments wa' also e·tablishcd 
in 1921 and eightY-Oil>'. doctors have 
already con1pleted the COlJT~P and takt~n 
np po;;;ts in central and rrovincial instl­
tutions." 

This is taken from "Ru~s-,ian Information 
and Revio·w.'' It Bhows ~~vhut j. b~ing- done 
in other countries in connf'ction with this 
matter; but to est;;blish maternitv homes 
only and stop at that will Lot be 'carrying 
the work as far as it should go. Unless we 
continua the training of nurso-3 and doctors, 
we •,hall not haye done the work we ought to 
have done. As the dep·Jh lead0r of che 
Opposition said, it will be imposoiblo to 
e"tablich maternit.v homes in places that will 
touch all the outside centres; but it will be 
pos::>iblo to train nurso.3, si n1ilar to the 
system of itin0.rant school teachers, \Yho will 
be able to g·o about from cen"rc to rentre 
making a ho.3pita1 their ba'C'. Tht': will be 
able to g-o from home to home >tn:d give a 
cour~c of instruction to pro:;pectivc n1others 
to help them before the birth and also at the 
lime and after the birth. I understand th J.t 
it is propo,ed to do that under thl' Bill. and 
it will he a blessing to the motherhood of 
our countr:;. I think that all hon. members 
will he glad they were in the IIouso wh,m 
ibis measure V<a~ pa"''"-ed. 

Mr. TA YY"OH (Tl'inrlsor): When the :\1inis­
tcr g;nc notice last wePk of his intcnticn to 
introdnce thi~ Bill ~cyeral hon: members nn 
this side including myself, rongnltulatcd the 
hon. g<>ntleman. v\' e have the Bill bP fore us 
now, and it rommcnds itself to the faYom·­
ablc comicleration of members an both sid'" 
of the House. In re~·ard to the est:~ blish­
ment of maternity hospitals an·i the training 
of nm·ses !ll the far outback parts of the 
State. th0 Bill has not bel'n iletrocluocd a 
day too soon. \Yhen the 2\Iinister gaye notice 
of his intention to introduce the Bill mention 
was made of what the State owes to the 
\\omen oc1tback. \Ye in the more populoas 
centres of the State are cortainlv ind!•btNl 
to the courag-e~. endurance, and Patience of 
the VYOn1en \Yho accon:1pany their husbands 
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into the remote parts of Queensland and 
assist in the deyelopmcnt of the State. The 
loneliness of the life and the fact that they 
are :-·o rcrnotc frorn _nurses and hospital.:;­
mora than 100 n1ilcs rn manv eases-Is suhi­
cicut indicatio11 of the neCes:3itv for tha 
cstabli:-hmcnt of ruatcrnih~ hon1e's in tho<;'-~ 
areas. \Yo on this side of thE' Chamber \Yel­
come the Bill. \Ve \Yclcome auy humanitarian 
legislation. 

0PPOSITIOX ::\IE~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Ye on this side stand for 
humanitarian principles just as much as anv 
other section of the House, and \H? haye 
sho.w

1
n our sympathy and support o£ such 

legL~tabon 011 eyer~, pos~ible occasion. 
But there is a very great differenc" 

between \vhat I call hurnanitarian 1eo'islation 
and snbsidie<; for idlcnc)s; that j~ ,,~her·e we 
diif~·r i.n this _Chamber. regard to any 
lcg"latron y, h1ch will the muthcrs of 
our. St:1to during a Yery trying period of 
thc1r ln:os, v,·~ are out to giYo assistanc'J 
1Yhr·rovc'r possrble. I asked the ::\Iinister 
when he \Yas int.roducing the Bill v;hcther it 
contained a prm·ision to enable those who 
were unable to pay the nece·,/sary fer,-; to 
enter one of the-e institutions and he said 
that it did. I see that such ~ provision is 
included in the Bill. Those "·ho can pay 
will be expected to do ·o. but tlF're will 
be no bar to anyone entering thc~e matcrnit 
horr1cs. Free nursing and attention 1vill b'o 
given where required. The ::\lini,ter also 
told us that the Government have pl<ws and 
estimates prepared for about sixty-five 
maternity homes throughout the State. It 
is gratifying to know that. I should like 
some information as to what the cost of 
each institution will bo. S"oinr· that the 
Minister intend;; to allocate £200°000 to this 
particular \'Cork, there should bc' nothing to 
prevent the Act becoming operative immedi­
ate!.,- it is passed. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MIKES: I will giye you 
the mformat10n you a-.k for \Vhen we are in 
Committcc. 

iHr. TAYLOR: There bhould be no dclav 
at all in carrying out the purposes of this 
mea'mre and establishing the institutions as 
soon as possible. T'hc :ilinistcr gayc an 
asf'uranco that a. com:nenccnlcnt would be 
made in the remotn portions of the State. 
particularly those places where thev have 
not !2"0t the nccc~sar"" accommodaticon for 
our noble and splendi~l \\"0!11Pn. I cotll them 
noble and splendid w·orncn bccau-e thev o·o 
cut. there nnd live under holning ccwdi'tio~ls 
v:f-Jich \YC: wou1d not tolerate in the cit-:,T. In 
the eity \Yf' want a bath eycry morning, and 
\Ye nr0 not ~ati:-:fied unlPfF· we cr1n haye a nice 
enamel batlr. with a big shmwr. and all the 
other comforts which the city provides. They 
clo not get anyt.hing like those comfort< in 
the remote portions of the Stale. and it is 
herd. espPciall.v on the women who MO 
denied thosCl things once the:· lc:n-e the city. 
\Ye know n1anv rnen and women who have 
p-one out into the bu<h who have livNl under 
Poor hon~lng conditions. and it is our duty 
to help them all we can. \\'r on this side 
welcome the Bill, and hone it will become 
O)WratiYe ac, mon as tX; sible. \Ye hop 
that the administration will be placed in 
most capable hand· w that tlwre \Yill be 
no \\·astc of monev. The £200.000 \vhirh 
the :\Iinister mentioned will be fC'']uired to 
cm·cr the cost of this scheme will be clr ,;Yn 
on for many years. I am sure the Bill 

[llir. Taylor. 

will have a speedy pa"~:agc through thP 
House, and will be supported lw eYerv hon. 
Ine1nber. " " 

HoxocRABLE ~lE:\IBER~: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosezcood): I dosin' to 
congratulate the ::\Iinister for introducing 
this Bill, and particularly to congratulate 
the ptLScnt Home Secrctar,· for initiatiug 
this class of legislation. I regret cry much 
that the deput.Y leader of the Opposition, the 
hon. member for Aubigny, :'tatccl that it was 
due to the measures introduced b-: the Go­
yernment that the womenfolk in tGc countrv 
districts are compelled to put up with hard­
ships. It is not due to the lcgidation of this 
Government at all, bt.caLEc Y\·e knovv that 
in the past the women \Yho have gone into 
the \Yestcrn districts and countrv distrids 
haYc always had to put up with ·hardships. 
TheY ha \?C suffered 1nanv discmuforts ever 
sinrO Quccndand ha,s had ~responsible goYern­
ment, and it is not duo to this Go,-crnmeHt' s 
legislation at alL \Ye kr;ow from bittC'r 
experienc'? that no Government prior to the 
present Government eYer attempted to intro­
duce legislation of this kind. It ill-bccocncs 
members of the Opposition to charge the Go­
vernment. with neglect in this mattPr, scPing 
that thov thcmseln never attempted to place 
a si mil~r meaoure on the eta tu to-book. I 
consider this is one of the most humanitarian 
measures ever introduc~d in tho State or­
Federal sphere. \Vo know that the women­
folk in the outback nlacc~, of Queon,lnnd 
·have suffered through the inade<luate accom­
modation provided .for them. Prospective 
mothers ha ye a right to ex poet the best 
attention that can be given to them; hut \VC 

know that thev do not alwavs r;'cc;ve the 
be~t of attentiDn at the rnost critical part 
of tlwir lives. Nothing cames a woman mor& 
suffNing than the ina.ttcntion she rec<'ives 
at that period of her life. It is our dutv to 
make the conditions such that a \YOman wlll 
knmY tha.t she will have every comfort in the 
hospital, and alw that shc will go back 
better fitted, from a health point of vie\Y, to 
cgrrv out- her don1cstic duHes. and again to 
bec~1ne a mother ,yhen th" tin1e arrives. 

There is a hospital in the town of Marburg 
"·here I live. Out of the SC·O children \Yho 
first caw the light of day in that hospital 
during the lac·t nine years only three have 
died. ThNe \vere only two deaths amongst 
the mothers. and those deaths occurred. not 
through any neglect at that particular time, 
but becanso the mothers v:ci'e suffermg from 
Bri[rht's disease. In my opinion \\ e shou1d 
establish n1atcrnitv homes in v~rions p1ac0S 
outeide the citv a~'eas altog0+her. wh0rc the 
mothers mav have jdea1 surroundings. and 
where they will get every care and attor:tion. 
The doctor who is at :Warburg JS a 
rrwst human0 man and oft0n refusz_'d to 1nakc 
a charge if he thoug·ht thn mother .'ncl her­
husband \Yero not in a position to pa~·. He 
wonlr1 ask then1 to giv{' hirn one pent;!: 
and then he ,.·ould give them a clear rorc1pt 
for the amount he i1sualh· charge'] for such 
accommodation. I£ a pri~·ato medical prccti­
tloncr tan be ~o humane. the Govprnmrnt 
should also follow the same practice. \Yhr>rc 
11rospectiyc Inothcrs and th0ir hnsbantls arf~ 
una blo i·o pa' for their tre~ tment in such 
mah rnitv homr·'. thcv should not b" asked 
tn 11ay. ~ The GoYPrrinH~nt shoulrl nw kc np 
for that by suhsidisin;; the institution. In 
other ra"'s the medical men in. attcndence 
should also fix a fee for attendanN' on the 
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mothers at a nominal cost. _,·mdd compel 
CYcry_ n1eclical practitioner ro art{_'lld a pro-
~pcchve rnother ·when · Ecd upo:1 to do so. 
'That llHtS appe~tr to a drastic actiLn. 
but it i~ 11cressarv to take Llr<L"tic action a·t 
such tjme beraus'G our natiYc-born Que>C'11 • 
lanJ.er _, are the bt~st a:::'3et '" _: c:1n get; an cl, 
if 1n~ c-tn incrca~"' the popnhtio11 oi t)u(·Cns­
lcu~d by providing can·ful 111 dical attention, 
tho n~~ults wlll be -arnpl:· jnsl·ilied. I hopR 
the D.Iinl.ter \vho has th:=: adrnini,~tratiou of 
the ~\et hen it is pasccd will be '.· JC1)Je~thctic 
to the pc~)p1o in the counh·~- \vl:o <ire uaubl1J 
to h<>]p tfwmsehes. I am nrc th Act . ill 
bp aclrnini:stered fro1n a hu.nanitari<.\tl lJolnt 
of Yic \Y. 

:,Ir. CORSER (Jfunu tl): 
tho ::\Iinistcr for introducin; 
is tt principle "·hich ha· b.:c>u 
the 111C'Inb-crs of tho Couutry lllll, _ fc•r a 
time. Tho J.\;ljn]st.cr shculd <l~'-'o~·iat(~ 
the rnrw"urD a telephone -·.·tl'Ill 

"\-VOn1C.'n in eonntrv di~tri('t:; eau 
munication with "the doctor by 

The SEcRETAllY FOR .AGHrcr·r.:rrRE: You did 
not < fLlsidor the q:._t· ... ~tiou of aC'roplanes, did 
you? 

:\Ir. CORSER: I did not know thnt the 
Bill was in the rrir. I hope that there i~ 
n1or· in the Bill than t!Mt. I hope that tho 
HonlQ Sccrct:tr, \Yill ::;..oon b0 rc,·torcd to his 
u~ual ht·alth and that he \Y·ill n~<JP the grati­
twJ·.• of nu1n• ''"0D1Pn ill o;tr (Ou.IJtr·: districL5. 
fer thi.~ Inuasurc. The ::1lini"i.('l' in 'charr(~ of 
t/1(' Bill ha:- quoted fOlllf' Yery appropriar·.: 
line ircm1 E::-. ..;cx EYa!i"-, OP.P of onr Quc.'l'Yl·­
land on the .b 1rd -l1ips uf our pc 'PlC' in 

and the~ grPat pal' they· 
in the dPvc•:opn1cut of Australi;.. ::dem-

this. side have on man~- cccJ.sions 
10 the grc:<t disadvantt;gcs of tho 

bush and tho vvurk tha.t \\'On1u1 haye to 
[H•rforrn i11 a:c::,istillg to IYJake rhc fan1ily 
illcGine. Such wonH~n to a large l'xtcnt dis-

th· m:;c•!y s bv the cu11dition~ u11der which 
'"'" compelle-d to L\·c because of the )JOor 

l'1 ~llllllC·raticn of thPir husl·tnd,.' lal1our. I 
think C'Yeryo~~~ will agrc•e that \YC Cl!ll10~ giYo 
1oo rnuch <"!~ .:.;:L-...llc to "lCh 1 -mncn. Tl1e 
!c~ck of a•.:;.istancc for the countrY \H ·:nan 
often rnitigates against hPr hPalth ·and con1-
fort. aud the health and comfort of the 
child. 

The GoYcrnmcnt not long ago institutrd a 
svstem of bab~· clinics of which wo have four 
o~r ftYC in the V cities, and the ~Iini.,,tcr st."l_ted 
to.rlay that a mm of J::2,500 is bring appro· 
priated for the erection of a suitable building 
for the cli11ic in Fortitude Vallcv. That is 
all a .lnattcr for congratulation, b'ut \L' must 
remind tiw l\Iinister th:tt we .re proYicling· 
the· e baby clincs in the citic, where not only 
nur~:-'3 but al~o doctor arc a"l. alJablc, '.Ybcrc:::ts, 
11p to the pn'sent tirnc, w: n£HJ;lf'ctcd 
tG nft'u,cl mch faciliti. in where 
nPither Hurs0'· nor doctor~ art' ~\Ye 
hope undc.r this Bill to sccur' not only 
rnah.. :·nity hospitals but also a certain a1nount 
of assi~tancc by providing nurses. \Ye haYo 
jn Ouel'nsland sorne of the f-iuc~t nurses it is 
pc~ .~ble to get---·~·. omen who ha YC' givf'n up 
thcit ]j, s to tlwir -.....-o~·k, and \Ybo arr per­
fectly fll~a.lificd and capable o[ nutnnging- any 
in:"titul ion and who ha,~c continnL'd that -..vork 
...-cry often for very sn1<1..ll remuneration. 

:'\o doul1t the Minister has at the back of 
h:s :mind son1C' alteration in the provision 
fur the baby bonus. \\'het her h' has 1uade 

Dny arra.ngcn1cnt with the C'ornnwn,,·ealth 
Govcrurneut to ''vork the t"\vo .. 4..cL in con­
junction or not, I do not know; bul probably 
1 Jwr() ls ~onw such idea ctt 1 he Lack of his 
lllilld. 

The SECRET.UlY FOR :\liKES: Do you think 
Lhe:j- arc goi:..1g to repeal th • baby bOnus·: 

Mr. CORSEH: I do not sa~,- so: I am not 
a member of the Governmei:Jt. What was. 
at the back of my mind was that perhaps. 
the lYiini·ster had made some representa-. 
tions to the Con1n'lon-..Ycalth Govern1nent 
in that rcspr.ct. l arn ~ure he.~ is not intro­
ducing the Dill 1vithout haYing some idea rrt 
the hack of his mind with reference to the 
baby l onus of £5 for each child. 

In this Bill we find provision for mater~ 
nitv hospitals and the trcatrn ·nt of diseases 
peCuliar to \romen, and a.lso for the education 
uf nurol'S. :\Iv idea is that in a Bill like this 
Wl' roight prO~~iclc for son1c systCITI of educa­
tion of young wornen who may not. yet be 
n1othcrs or C'YCn married \YOnlen. There are 
::_oo manv of our women ·who ure learuing 
eYcrvthii)g else except that which is useful. 
fronl a dorne:stic aud hctlth point of view. 
You sec Gcorgc str et strean1ing 1vith young 
V1on1.~n going to and fron1 the Technical Col­
lc'gc, and every da5 and every night .our 
streets arc full of girls who attend the var1ou~ 
institutions in the city; and only a fc\v of 
those' young women ,,-ho wiil be, the mothers 
of the future think of the serwus s1de of 
life and -,,:hat inforrnation thw, rnay gather 
that will be of assistance to the'm afterwards. 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\liXES: I think ig;nor· 
rtncc is a very -da.n~crous thing. They should 
be taught from early childhood. 

:\1r. CORSER: Yes. ]\;u cloubt ·very mem­
ber uf Parliament has come into contact 
"\-vi1.h yery tr;~ing circums1 anee-;. of youn~ 
mothers and I think a great amount of 
trouble 'could be avoided if young ''omen 
were trained \\1hen they ili'C capable of learn­
ing anything· at all in th' proper way of 
nl.Peting the troubles which arc likely to a~sarl 
them before they become mothers. Some 
mothers do afford such education to then· 
O':, n dau:;h,J::)l'S, but In any Jo not care about 
it at alL 

There is an impre3sion in ··ome parts of tlw 
yyorld that every child should belong to 
the State. \V<' know that in Russia. ia wme 
districts, every child beconws tho propc1·t.J 
of the State. They arc collected and belong 
to the St..te absolutclv, without rcfntrd for 
their mothers. \Ve d;, not want anything 
of that kind to obtain here. The ]aye of 
a, rrtothcr for her child rnust be n1~tintaincd, 
a.nd \'." must not alloY: auything to creep 
into thic< Bill er into its administration which 
will malw an1· mother think that we are 
doing anything more than our duty tc: her, 
lr aYing her the fnll cmtody cf her ch1ldren 
and wiping out the idea that an:,T such Russ1an 
dortrinc is going to bo tol"rated hQre for one 
fl10lil('llt. 

On tlljs subject it is important to rc!ncn1hPr 
1hat. we are in nn unfortunate ]10':-'ition. VYo 
ha\·e a :'oung man earnin~ £4 5:-. a week 
and a younc::r 1,vornan earnin:r £.3 10-s. a -..n~ek 
as a 'typist. They c~trn ~ n1orc as sir~le: 
individua]q and ha.Ye more monp~~ to spend 
than if they YYCrc marriecl. If the:c mar:·;,·. 
the y·onng man's £~ Ss. ,yjl} ha...-e to JlrOYldc­
for the joint home and for the young woman .. 
That involves a great sacrifice on her part; 

Jlr. G orscr.] 
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with the result that many young women 
have to think vcrv hard before the·; under-
take marital obligations. " 

Mr. KIRwAK: It is a bit harder to >York 
over a tub than over a typewriter. (Laugh~ 
ter.) 

Mr. CORSER: It is, and the thought of 
having to rear c.hildren on a limited income 
i' likely to keep too ma.ny of our young 
women from undertaking married life. The 
husband caJmot g·ivc her £3 a ,.,·erk to 
live on and keep the home in addition. 
Some day we must tackle that problem in 
our endeavour to build up a healthy and 
proeperous community and to bring up our 
children in the way they should go. 

I mn very pleased Lo ~ee the provisions of 
the Bill. I umlerstand that £150,000 is 
avail a hle from "Golden Casket" moneys for 
this scheme. The money will bo spent in a 

very good direction. I hope it 
[12.30 p.m.] \Yill bring b'cnefit to our women 

in countl'y districts, who are far 
away from any comforts, \Yho have injured 
their lives and probably the lives of their 
.children because ·of the 'hardships they have 
encountered in helping their husbands to 
make a living and keep from their properties 
pear and all sorh of pests-work which \Ye 
ought to make possible of accomplishment 
without calling upon the women and children 
to do it. 

Mr. KIRW A::'-1 (lJrisbane) : It is indeed 
pleasing- to kno\v that hon. 1netnbers gencr~ 
ally have given the Bill their benediction. 
l\o matt0r \\'hat our political views may be. 
one and all arc sincerely desirous of seeing 
this nwa,ure realise the anticipations of the 
hon. gcntlf'tnan \vhose name has been asso~ 
ciated with its initiation. It is onlv fair to 
admit that this sclwmo ha' been suggc,tcd 
pt0Yiously in this Chantber and advocated 
bv more than one or t\TO hon. members. 
A.lthough I do not gcnora11.~: agree \vith the 
hon. nlf?JHbcr for l\Iurilla, on this oc·ca~ion 
I arn prepared to say that his vo:cc has been 
rais0d in this Chan1bcr on more than one 
occasion in regnrd to the ncceGsit~v of deal­
ing with this very important matter. \Ye do 
not rcalis(' the trcn1endous ~,·,.a stage that 
occurs in the infant life of this State, of the 
Commonwealth, or eYC'n of the Unitect King­
dom. I wont to the trouble of looking ur: 
smne figure", in connection with thif' impor­
tant matter of matcrnitv and infant life, To 
n1e they \'H~re stnrtfing. For instance, 
Profcosor D. .\. \Y<Ol"h, in delivering a 
lecture at a cm~fercnee in Sydney, in 1917, 
v·as rf'portccl In the '' Sydney Morning 
IIernlrl" of 14th June. 1917, as having made 
±his statement-

" You have doubtless read of an ancient 
custom in China of throwing the un­
wanted girl babies out to die. Ilow 
dreadful! v0u sa,,-. \Yhat ,.-ill vou , 
of another'" countrv \Vhich bad!~· 
all it·" babies, aJ}d yet exposes many 
thousands. boys and girls. incli::-cTimi­
nately, every year to certain death? 
Perhaps you think of the masses of China 
as stecpcc', in barbarism. I ask you to 
S(ntre a thought for another people 
steeped in worse than barbarism-steeped 
in ignorance and indifference." 

One of the main cm1siderations respon,ible 
for bringing this measure before 11'' has b<0n 
the necessity of not only giving some guaran­
tee that the mother shall have every comfort 

[JJr, ('!JJ'SCJ'. 

to Pnablc her to bring n bout a afo c],-·liv0n'. 
but that the child, after it is born, sh;li] ln,ve 
eornc gnarante0 that, during that mo'3t 
i1nportant and <:riti<:al pt:riod of its 1if<'­
the first tweh'e months-it shall have a b0tter 
chanr'e of living. Speaking on the qu(>:-tion 
of the terrible mortality in infant life. Pro, 
f< •sor D. A. ,,.elsh, ·quoting Sir Charles 
:\Iaci{r,llar. a wcH-known rnedicill man, said-

" Throughout the hvo and a~half yea" 
of \Y<H'. to the end of 1916, .AL"tralia has 
been losing her Lc;t IT1C'11 nt the r,tte of 
twenty li \"C'S each day. During tllC' sa rne 
period she has been losing her infants, 
under one year. at the rate of t\\ cni v-fiYe 
a dav. Indeed: for the last twelve ~enrs, 
e·n:'l'""~ honr has c::truck thf' death-lule1l of 
an {nfant. If \YC extend the figun1.s to 
indud0 children under fiyc years of age, 
we find WP. arc losing these little lives 
rrt the rat.e of thirtc'~five a clay." 

Summarised, that means that during the first 
two and a~half years of the ·war, there "\Yere 
17.672 Australians killed, and during- the 
s:LmC' period there died at home under the 
age of fin: years-and no notice \vas takPn of 
it-no less than 32,000 children. Hon. rnem~ 
ours will sec, therefore, the necessity for 
dealing ·with this particular n1attcr raised 
hv th<' hon. member for Burnett, when he 
p~inted out iha t not only was it advisable 
to establish maternity hospitals but that 
ach-antage should be taken of the period the 
n1oiher s,pencls in those hospitals to give her 
much neC'ded instruction on not only the care 
but the rearing of her infant child. In that 
c'ireetion, the cstabliohment. of these hosnitals 
will, no doubt. prove invaluable. ~ 

To g-et a further idea of the importance of 
this quPstion. we have <Jnly to look at the 
fignrr·s for the United Kingdom. In the 
"Daily Mail" of 26th .August, 1917, there 
appeared an article dealing with H10 ques­
tion, in which it was pointed out that, during 
<' pcriod when Great Britain loot 75.000 men. 
m 2~ per c0nt. of her arm;v, about 100.000 
children died before they reachccl the ago 
oi (weh-e montlF. 

I quote those fig·ure< to point out the 
ncc0ssity of taking advantage of the estab­
lishment of th0se mat0rnitv hospitals, not 
only to guarantee to the n;other full care, 
proper attention, and safe deliY<'ry, but at 
the sarnc tjme to irnpress on rnothurs ~on1e 
of the necc;;~;arv and rudirncntarv ideas in 
looking after aDO caring for thei'i~ rhildrcn. 
I truet that the Bill, \Yhen it is pa,_·ecl into 
law, will r<·~lise the anticipations of the 
gentlon1an \.Yhosc nan1c is ?- ssociat0d \Yith its 
introduction to this Chambcr. I know of 
no object to \Yhich the mon0y of the State 
could be deYoted with lwtter results than 
in the establishment of thcc;e matcrnitr hm~ 
pitals. I an1 sure it n1ust he~ plc16ing. ·to the 
Ading- Home Secretary to be able to conYey 
to the Home Secretar:v kn0v\ 1r~{1ge oi the 
unanimitY \Yith which the Bill was n•ccivcrl. 
the praiSe bcsto\Yed upon it at it~ second 
rcading. and the general good wichcs that 
ha Ye ·bePil exnr0;:;:scd bv a1l se<:tlon: of the 
House that the anticir1ations will be fully 
realised. nnd that a 1ong-ff'1t -want~lJarticu-
18r1v in the wc-.tcrn and far nort-hPrn por­
timis of the State-will be met, 1hat fatis· 
frrct~on gcurrally -will be giYcn, and that the 
Stat0 will have made a distinct move for· 
ward in th0 direction of tackling this very 
imporbnt problem-a moYc which \vill result 
in saYing, not only the lives of mother"•, but 
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a large peecentage of the infant life that now 
IS lost, not only to the family circle, but 
to the State. 

Hox. \V. H. BARXES (!Julimba): I yvould 
like, firot of all, to cxpreos my regret that 
the- Mini-ter wl1o intmduccd the Bill to-day 
i-; suffering· fron1 a bad cold. One knu~,vs 
how difficult it is to speak under conditions 
like that and do juoticc to ones self. It doEs 
not matter what our political views may be; 
in nutttors of this kind there alwavs is a 
strong 11ndcr-current of sympathy 'fo,Yards 
anyone who flllds himself ph_. sically unable 
to tackle a job satisfactorily. 

I think the 1\Iinistcr scarcely did him -elf 
justice in sorne ~f tho critici:J1ns which he 
tnade in connection with c-.~rtain n1attcrs. In 
addressing one's self to the Bill, one is corn­
polled, very largely, to go m·er. the same 
ground as other speaker~, because, to a. vcr, 
great extent, the scope of discussion is lin1itecl. 
There are two or three lJOint"' how~vcr 
which \Yill bear stre~sinc:;. It doe,,,' not n1attG;. 
who the man i.-s or IYhat he nrav haye been 
iu his earlv dav· __ , het her he wao in af!iue,It 
or difficult" circ;:.unsta __ c"s-thPre i::, not a rrran 
\vho j:; worthy the r.:.uurp of rnun who does 
not ft-:::-1 that L ho owes a gorJd deal to tf1c 
raotlwr who gave hilir birth. I would not 
gtve YL'l'Y lllUdl fur dw rnan 1Yho Uid rwt feel 
that the kindli0-t thoughts cc'ntred roEnd the 
lunne of hi:; early upbringiug. l say that 
"·ith all mv heart. l lwlic1·e thar th' atti­
tude which -has been adopk'cl b:- the Govern­
ment in connection with thi_,, Bill \Ya~ lfLL e]·,· 
tlw outcorne of \vorncn thcnrselves n·a1isinZ 
the ncce:o,ity for sornething like thi) being 
done. They have taken the initiati\·e, and 
rightly w. I think it is cnly right that mem­
bPrs of l'arlicuncnt should have their atten­
tion drav\·n to nrattcr" be-longing pcculiarl:, to 
\YOn1cn. There arc n1nny things that appeal 
to \YOHlCD as worncn rnore tha.n they appeal 
to men as rncn. 'rho \YOnren ha vc taken the 
initiatiYe and urgt d on the GoYernn1ent to 
do certain things-1 anr referring rnorc par­
ticu; trl 0- io Lau; clif1ics. Xo doubt the samo 
influences ha Ye operat ,cl in regard to thi3 
Bill. It is satisfactory to those who have 
occupied positions in tile Goyernment of the 
State in days gone by, and who know a gre,,t 
deal of what is happening in the country to 
see sw h action bcn1g taken. Son1c of' us 
scarcely knew what the deYolopment of the 
State ov;,res to the self-sacrificinn· wornen of 
the State. I hayc mo,·ed abor~t the State 
with member, o£ this House. and I ha YE> 

been struck with what women 'will cnclur·c in 
order to assist their husband.> in the upbring 
ing of thoir family and in the dovcolopmeYJt 
of their own homcc, \\'t' should do everY­
thing \VC pos'"iblv ('an to as~ist \Yon1en nOt 
only,_ in this dircclicn, but \iYC shou:d i11 ~~ycr .­
lvav ussi::-t those \\ho hre in the cou~1trV 
entleayouring tol hu-ild up ~--\ustralia and 
('ndr-;._vourlng to huild up Quccnslan~1. Per­
h:.tp- ihf'rc is no S'rate th, t require;; the help 
of the \Y0111('l1 1non~ than the Stab.> of Qu2ens-
laucl. \Ye hayc suc-h trenwndou~ tc,r;-itory, 
a1~d Y· c l1aYe '·') 1nany ,, iclcly s;paratcd, 
and th<tt c.ckb tn the' lollcli'-:C'::.~.; Jf a won1ttll 
\\ ho i hC'lpin~ llC'r l1u~Lnnd to dcY('1op thn 
cou:--.try. Tn ltnkin_ proYi ion for a period 
<:Lbnnt \Yhich ,,.c 11 kno\\--thcre is no ne~£ d 
to be a IYornan to know it-we haYe onlr to 
lool~ back to 011r pn t day~ to knovv ·~o-, 
anx1ou.-: P nlC'!l ha YP bet -l at ~uc]t a penod 
and rca]i,ing that '"'' an' all glDd to do all 
that i~ hur11anly pos"iblP to assi~t those who 
arc qndcr~oing intcn"c physical st:ffcring. I 

take it to that extent ev~ry person "-ill fool. 
glad that this action is being taken, and l 
am sure there will uot be a diocordaut note 
in this Houso in that regard. If it is going 
to co,t money, then we shall haYe to foot the 
bill. I would like to ask whether, in connec­
tion with the scrYicc to be rendered to 
mothers under the Bill, therc will be any 
payments by the mothers from the baby 
bonus which they now receiYe, although I do­
not expect " reply to that question until 'i:e 
get into Committee. Some remarks \Yerc 
made by the :\Iinister and b:· the hon. mem­
ber for Ipswich that were not complimentary 
tn rnetnbers on this ~ide. In introducing tho 
Bill, the l11inider spoke as though hon. mem­
bl'r· on this side had no sympathy whatever 
for the pocr and nee-d;:. He quoted some­
H:ing that appe-ared in the "Courier" about 
the children of the poor bci11g dcforn1ed, 
Yicious, and 1veak 1ninded. I anr not going 
to plead for the "Courier "-it is able to 
look after it~cl£. It has been claimed th"t 
hon. nrcrnbcr :~- opposite are at all times vut 
to help the poor .•nd tlw needy. I am not 
saying that they arc not; but f'Yery n1an on 
this side i" ont just as much to help the po-Jr 
and the needv a· .. the l\Jinister or tho hon. 
membc>r for Ipswich. 

J\Ir. HARTLEY: The hem. momber is out to­
help the poor to get poorer. 

IIm,. W. H. BARNES: That is an inter­
jection which i~ worthy of the hon. rnernbcr. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Hox. \Y. H. BAH="ES: :\Iy experience of 
this life has been. broadly speaking, that 
1nost in~piration~ IYhich go in the directlon 
of helping the poor spring from another 
fountain, and that fountctin is religion. An,­
man who has been influenced that wa..-,~ 111"!.-!',,t. 
fe~l that he has a duty to the poor. - \Vh,,n 
this talk by hon. members oppositE> i.s trotted 
out prcsun1ably for electioneering purpost:s;, 
it to some extent damns the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YIIKES : I do not think 
that I said the hon. gentleman had no­
sympathy for the poor. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I readilv "ccent 
any statement that the l\finister may mak<:'; 
but it seemed to me that the :\linistcr was 
pla~·ing on that string·-that hon. members on 
this side did not care what happens to the 
poor. The hon. member for Ipswich quoted 
from an A_u .. traliar: papN linking us up Yvith 
the Bolshc,·iks. \V e in Australia do not want 
BohheYiks to show us the way. \\. e are 
quite abic to look after oursch·ec. The great 
principles of Christi[lnity are such that we r)o 
not ,,.:ant. Bol~he·ds1n. 

Mr. GLimso,;: Our humanity has not gone 
as far a~ they have yet. 

Hm;. W. H. BA.R.:'i'ES: I hope the Bill 
will haY~ a 'ery speedy passage through 
this Chamber, and that eYery hon. member 
.,-ill do v.~hat he can to ac·;ist 'the motherhood 
of the eommunit;·. 

}Jr. ED\VARDS (Tana>J(fO): One cannot 
help being 'truck this morning with the yery 
line attitude adopted !.>· hem. members on 
bdh cidec. in connection \Yith this matter. 
I desire to congratulate the :\1ini -tor who has 
introduced the Bill, ae',cl I also de· ;ire to· 
congmtulatc the Home Secretary, \\ho I 
understand has bccrt la rgc'ly responsible for 
having this measure brought Lefore the 
IIous(~. In discussing this serious question, 
,.~e must n:rturally take our minds back to 

Jlr. Eclward3.l 
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th0 s·ufTeriug by vionccring rnoth0rs of Aus~ 
tralin beforP "·e "ore born. and before nnv 
legislation liko this was brought forward ii1 
their intcrc::tR. I an1 sure that n1anv ca•e-=j 

·of suffering by mothers h:tYf' been bron~zht 
nnder the notice of the ~Jinistc•r. 

I feel sure also that the hon. gentleman. 
if he has the administration of the \et. "ill 
sec that the country pcopl0 get all t hce aesist­
ance that the·: deserve in this connection. 
One can reahse the terrible anxiety that 
mothers particularly young mothei·s, go 
through in the bmh, and · hould do every-
thin;; p0."''3ible to rPlieYe <xnxict. . \\ t' 

must remember. too, that at the prC'' ~nt 
tin1e, in connection with our ·:oldier 
ment.s, IYO have a nnn1bcr of voung 
settling in the bush, and a sC.hcn1e such as 
is proposed in this Bill should commend itsE-lf 
to en•r·: l0gislator in this State. One can 
remember hundreds of dPplornb!c incid<'nts 
happening in the bush. I ha\~c kncnn1 c1f 
cases \vhcrc ~~oung n1others have r:riYl'n birth 
to a child -whi1P on thei,· y~·av to nur'-ing 
horne. The }yliniste-r and rn~e1nbcr:') on the 
Go,-crnnlcnt sido mn:.t roaliEe that scttlcnH'nt 
in tho coun~rY is increasing b~r 1eaps and 
bound~. nnd a unrr1bcr of r;('\Y centre ~r~­
being formed: and I hope that in a ,rheme 
such a~;; is proposed cyerv considC'l'a tion \Yill 
be glv0n to country district~. This is a 
mattl'r tl: 1t should go hand in hand with 
<>dncation, so that everything pos.oible will be 
done to ,e>e that children hec.mw healthv :wd 
strong in the int0rc-ts of Amtralia. 'Aft.er 
a 11. the Australian baby is the bHt a" et 
that ":e ~an have. and I hope this Bill. 
wnen 1t 1s passed, \Ytll receive tlw san1e 
symnathLtie adrninistration that it ha.s 
recei,·ed in this House. I hope the Home 
Secrl'tary will give the people in the countr:.· 
all the a~;;;tstance that is necc:,:,.sarv · and 
if the schcmP does cost a great ·d~al of 
money, it will be mone;<' well spent. A 
sr:hcmco such as this will have a tendencv to 
inspire a feeling of conJ!dencc in the m'indg 
of ,those intcnd!ng to settle in the country, 
an Cl mothers _,., ll be a~surcd that ther will 
ha\'E' proper attention dtu·inQ" the mo,{ criti­
ca_l pcri?d of their live.s. The question of 
ehmmatmg the chfficultir, under \Vhich the 
women in the country are suffering c:mnot 
be brought too promin<'ntlv before the women 
in dw cities, and it should be made known 
to them that there is ,c:tfetv in this regard. 
so that they "·ill he indnced to settle in our 
backblod<s. I heartily congratulate the 
~linis!er on bringil_lg, in this Bill. and hope 
1t wdl be adn11msterec! in the same 
enthusiastic spirit in which it has been dis­
cus'-l'rl h0re this morning. 

::VIr. RIORDA'J (Tiurl:c·): I dc··ire to con­
gratulate th0 GnYC'rnmcnt on inttoduc~r1; 
a measure of this kind, as the Dill is abso­
Jutclv uecl·'ary in tbP interc·ct., of countrv 
districts. The Dill \Yill do a lot of good. 
and will c:iv-0 the mothers in the counh"· ,_ 
feel.ing of cc~·uri.ty during the most trying 
pcnod of the!l· ln·es. T wo:lld likz, to know 
from thC'- i\Iinister ho\Y rnarl'~ ho-:.:,njtals he 
•.vill be a b]0 tr. 0stablish in the ne~r futnre 
nndcr this sche1ne. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR :\lTXES : About sixty. 

2\1r. RIORDA='\: Those sixtv hospitals 
,,-ill be of g-reLt assi,tancc. a.nd r hope it 
will not be long bf'fore they are operating. 
I also hopo the Minister will se' that the 
Rill is first put into operation in the more 
i wlated districts instead of in the more 
populated centres. The hospibl committees 

[Mr. Edwards. 

1Yill be able to render groat assistance in 
the carr~·i ng out of this scheme. and I trust 
thev will consider the advi.sableness of 
a6sj.:-:;ting J1L1 ople in the country districts fat· 
distant from established maternitv "·arcls, 
either by working in conjunction ·,vith the• 
arnbuJance brigade or by provioling trans· 
port for tho~o '\vho cannot afford heavy 
transport charge:s in the3C cases. 

:\lr. BEDm;.;GTO;.;: \Yhat about free rail­
'\Yay passes? 

I1Ir. RIORDA"": Free railwav passes 
could be gtvcn, and are given vin these 
cascG-. On e,~orv occasion whon I have 
apper,lcd to the 'F!:ome Sc,cretar;: for assist­
an<~ in the \Vav of a railwa";7 11ass, it has 
lJCc•n forthcoming. and I am suro there will 
mn no difficulty in that regard. This Bill 

is a n1ost important one to 
[2 p.m.] country members. r,s woll as to 

other members of the Committee, 
and "·ill, I feel sure, meet \vith the support 
of e·:erv hon. member. V\' e all know the 
difficulticB in the countrv for mothers in 
those districts. throul!h lack of facilities. .\ 
Bill of this kind •yill. no donbt. give confi­
dence. People who ha.ve travdlcd in our 
,-ast spaces must realise the loneliness of the 
lives of the xomen there. Trav-elling through 
Queen)] ~~nd·--not a long t lv~ ruihvaY lines. but 
iu di~tric-ts \YhPrc tran;;;pol~t is c~rpensiye­
is difTicnlt. \Yhilc I haw born a mem­
ber of this House I h;n·e travelled, I sup­
pose, over the most desolate part of 
(.,)ueenslanrl, right dO\Vn from ilurJcO(O\Yll. 
throngh Camoow0al, Urandangie, and 
Bonlia. and back into \Vinton. Xobodv can 
realise until he has made a trip o( that 
kind, or been through the electorate of the 
hon. member for Ba lonne. across from 
Cunnamulla to Mnngindi. the difficulties and 
the trying time expericncpd by t.hoso who 
a.re 0xpecting to be mothers. I hope that 
the hospital committees will make some 
prm·ision for transport fncilities to bring 
women in from remote districts to those 
maternit~· homes. The greatest worry at 
such time·< is as to how they are ~oing 
to meet the expense, not of the hospihl. but 
of reaching the hospitaL Qnito recently in 
the electorate of the hon. m0mbcr for 
l\1itchell it was necessarv to send an aero­
plane out to bring in, a mothPr to the 
Longreaf'h ho"nital. Had thf'rf' not b02"f\ an 
aeroplane in that district. the liws of both 
the mother and the child '':ould baYe bnen 
ln•t. I think provision for tran .. portati<'n 
jR Yerv ncr >.~sarY. Then it is verY ··c::",cntlal 
that training should lw provided for nurses. 
\\..,.f~ ktw\r tlwt trnin0d nnrse« arB far bctt{'r 
than untrained nurses. \Ye hav-e had good 
\vork done bv nntrDinC'd l11i'lb-:>rnih~ nurs0s in 
tb•c countrv, cE· tricts. and I ha·,·e nothinc: 
,,~hntr,~cr t0 ,a~,? a_ga1nst then1. bccav::0 th2:.-~ 
hnve rendered thP best r~ssic<tonce po'· ib]c at 
tin10S \V}H'l1 it \Va~ in1110~s-ihlc to rrpt tr.•_;n0d 
nttr~o . T hope 111f' ~Iinlstnr. y·}lf'i puit1Pg­
traincr1 \" 0111"11 into the mllff'rn·itv honl('S. \\~jl] 
criye the:-:.0 won10n n chanrc 0f. gcH~nv frnp 
;rcPSS tO thr: training school. rrb0y s11onlr1 }J(~ 
e,:],·pn "Yf'r"'~,- r:ncourag-en1ent tlnrl a«s-if:t:lncr to 
Pa~s th0ir · r·xrt.riinabon" and r:: ~t ccrtiP(';:d-~-=­
nnc]Pr this Bill. I hope the Go,·crn>ne'1t ,,.,]1 
11nnolnt itinera-nt nurses to h''lVC'1 rtronnd 
th·' diffc·rcnt ·district~.. '" a. lot of good 
y, nrk rf!n be dr:n0 in this 1nanncr. 

:\fr. 1\IoRGAX: It is a most important 
thing to ha ~.~o itinerant nursee. 
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Mr. RIORDAK: It is a most important 
thing. \Yhcn a nun;.-• corr1c~ alo~1g at a cer­
tain tin1C) she can be a grPat con1fort to 
a prospective mother, and, being train0d, 
she will be able to give valuable advice. 
In fact. advice from a trained nurse at thoJ, 
particular time ie nmch b ·ttcr than advice 
from a doctor. That is ••:hy I >vould like 
to see itint:rant nurse~ staUoncd in ,·arious 
di:-:tricts, ~nd assistallcc giYcn to thronl to get 
around the countrv without anv trouble. I 
arn glad tho GoYer.nrucnt nrc go.ing to dPfra:\ 
the cost of erecting th se hospitals and intend 
to subsidisC' th0rn. I am glad thc Guvern­
Incnt a1sv intend to subsidise rnaternjty warcL. 
I hop~ that these hosj)itals \Yill ne-n:-r go 
short, and will never have to dcpcncl on 
charity. Th• Government intend to erect 
sixty rnaternity hn~pitah. and this nun1bt·t' 
v1ill SC'rvc rnost of the conntrv districts. 1 
hope that work will be started ·in the countrv 
dist.rirts straight awa·, bcc~ln-~P that js ,,-.h('rl' 
these institutions ar,_: n1o-_t . Ther~' 
an' nl~llY d _crnt n1aternir-: s in thP more 
thickly 'po·>ulatccl centres. They arc all 
doing good work, anrl will C"Jntintil' td d ~ so. 
It is a difft·n'nt propo-..itio:l in iht• ({)ltn1r"', 

\V}Wrf' it dO('S not pn:,- to l"Un a privair_• bnl!.lt'. 
nnd th0;· cannot hP ._uppor 1 1'tl nn dLl~'J1. 
alone. It i-s the rlut-~.,- o£ the Gov rnnu•nt 
to ercf nlntcrllitv ho:ilPs and ~t1]Jpolt t1 1 f.·Jn 
in a proper n1anYwr. I an1 :(~·E1 to f.t ~"' th:~t. 
proYision i~ m~cle for l'YL'TY \VOlJJ.an ro ~ntcr 
n ho· pita1 j£ sl<• is to bocortlC' a n1oth_ r. 
I'\o ,,·oman wi11 lw from Sf'('Lll'1flg' 

admissiou through in. to pn:.. Jt will 
he a great relief to n1anv 1vmncn to know rhat 
thev -'can 0nter these homf',;o, \Vjthout being 
called upon to IHn. \Y • kno'.\' tho.t. in the 
case of most families in coLlllhy districts. at 
this particular tiinc~ jt i~ 'l n in~ port 1nt q~r·s­
tion for thcn1 to con~id0T ho1v 1-hC'v arc g·m r:g 
to tDef't the 0xpcn~0. In ~0mc- distric~s +hf' 
doci·o1·s haYC' bcc•n l'nfair ~nd tun a~onal1lc· 
in their eh a rge·: but. op aking _of the mccli­
f'nl profc~~ion n~ a ·wholf'. I th1nk thcv arf' 
prrt+ v rea:;:.onab10. In all classPs and all 
socti~ns of tlw cmnmlmit;<' wr finr! pe0pl' who 
arc read·,' to Pxpinit otr• n. It doe. not 
rnatt0r if .._hen~ is [In rpiden1ic or any othe-r 
t1·onble th,'rC' 1:;, ah\"8'\'s ~omf'onr- in <.::orn" 
nrofcs,{on who trir:"' tn :::.qllC'f'?;l' th0 1a~t. shll­
Jirw oat of thr ind;Y;rlm•l effected. I hone 
the:~c will be r;o ,. onic>s on the part of th' 
\Vomc1 n conf'Prncd in rnnnf'ction \Yith this 
InC'asurC'. Th0rP :;:ho~1ld h::- no troulllc> al1ont 
gct.1·ing' a ticket to Arlrnl!· R 'rnrnR,n 1nto a 
mt~tc'rnit, home. Slr• f.l•nnlcl h~ <:1 dowcd to 
fO then~ as [1 rip;Jn .. "lihnugh. of conr:;", 
those vvhn arf' ~rr a no".i;-ion to p::tv clo 
;;:o. .1.\ ·111 nn clnuh+ i.ht "'f1ni~Jrr ,. 110 r 
tprs the A.ct ,.,jJl rrtt0ncl tn this matt 0 r. 
\YonlPn 1Yil1 PHtflr the hn-pitah a~ r· rir.:ht. 
110t 1bouf- pny~0nt hnt lt'~YJng· 
that r'IYarcl: l\Tv n,peril'Pr'C' of 
thP nr:ople 111 th0 ccnntr>: di~h~icts 
p-rncra1J~y ]o;; tlu1.t t-h~~,,- f1J"0 prcp:~rP(i. to 
do th0 fair thinrr in tL;, 1'C'Jlect ,.nd 
rrlf'f't th0ir 0~11ig"'·tinn-:: l)ut thn rr-d tap<' 
which p,oe<.C'tllll!?S Linds np GoYcrnn1ent 
cl llart:rnr'nts ;s I'D1harrn.;;•::.in!2:. nnt nnh: 1.) Ol'::_' 

\VOmPn folic hn! nh(: to our n:en folk 1n :!J~ 
conntry. QpttJng 1nt0 :-o:TlP C.·.OYf'l'lllll~n, 
officPs solnPtinH"S is nhnc ·~ ns d1ffiC'n1t c0r 

the man frorn thP C'Hlnf-r~- :>-: it is for t}ln 
criminal to g•t out of th St0"nur's Cr ·tl­
or Bog go Roail Gaols. \Ye do not \Yant an~-­
thing- of thnt kind unrlcr this Bill. I haH 
seen some vcrv sad C' ]H'~~H"ncP;; 1n my tnllf' 

jn countrv cli~trid }!othPrs haYC lo~t ihei:· 
Jives, and. we have lost the !in'S of our young 

irnn1igrants because provision such as that 
which is rnaclc under the Bill was not at 
hand. I lraYe a c·tse in mind. \Ye have no 
doctor or nurse at Forsavth, and the nearHt 
nurse or doctor \vas 43 n~1iles awav. VVe had 
to g-et into touch with the constn~ction ,engi­
neer on the railway, but he wanted £43 
guaranteed before he >Yould allow a spccwl 
train to be taken out of the shecl. 

.._-\_ GOYEHX~IEX'I 11£:\IBER: Eveu in a caso 
of life or death? 

J'.Ir. HlORDAl\: Y ee, but the >mrkcrs in 
<llHl n1·uund that town subscriL0d the 8um 
in a YCr\- ,,hurt tin1c. The won_,t fcctt.uro 
of the >di'r le business was that, although the 
n1oney ha.cl been svJheribed foT a. ;~pccial 
rrai11,~ it \Yas not run as a sp: cial train hut 
a load n+ fourh1 ('l1 trEcks of orn was hooked 
nn alld it took about three• and a-h,llf hours 
for it to get to its destination instead of two 
h()lUS. .PeopLe~ \Yho haye not bPen in country 
distrir•ts cannot realise that such things t1ke 
plaz:P, but rnen who ha..-c travelled and 
bi:lttled round in countr""~,' ·districts, as mEny 
llll'tnbcrs here havt' done, rcal]se only too 
well the.t they clo happ.>rl. I a:n wrcy to 
eav that. \\hiln I have been in Parliament, 
I ·have traYellcd this State nwav fron1 rail­
wavs, not at the: expen:::c of the 'state but at 
mv· OV.Il ex]H'n~F-'; and I think it \VOuld be 
a ~ o-ood icloa if ParJian1cnt, in its wisdon1. 
ga;c hon. rnembprs an opp?rh_1nity of gon1g 
into some of the countrv d1stncts to sec the 
distances \Yhich peopl0" haYP to travel to 
get to town. Travelling along ov"'r tho::e 
vn:st str( t<'hcs. cycn b\ 1notnr-car, o11c fcC'.I.s 
lollclY. In1ag-inc th0n fhP liYcs of our \YOrilen 
folk ·l1Ying in thosP di~trir: "· i:5o1atPd f~VC'll 
fro1n L'lPphon~ comn1unlcntion, cut oti:' fr~:m1 
eyervlJodv! Our GovernlllCllt~ are not. don1g 
0llOl{uh ln thi-:; direction. Telt:11hones will 
R"'"-i~~ bnt I an1 sorry to sa~- that f-01' P of our 
GovPrnmPnts. jn thPir Inadnc.3s for cconon1:v, 
h -·ve cut off tclephon? con1n1unic~tion in 
~0111" countrv distric~~- I re:f('l', for In~t::tncc, 
to rhe cJo,iJ;g dovn of the telegraph shtion 
at Floravillc, >vhieh kept many people >;·1thm 
touch of 3, hospital and gayc th' ru. a cnancc 
of get, ing- out a nut"c? or docto1: 111_ case of 
illness. \Vith telegraph coainl1UllCHtlon the}· 
knew that in a ycr~v ~hart t!eH~ thrv rGu]d 
o·et into touch >vith the doctor and,-Go~h 
fraYclling to xncet ('rtch other-get 1Hs . .._assJst--
811CC in a day Ol' two, VVlH)l' 'a;;; llOV: JL. t~kPF 
three \vccks to a n1onth to get any son: ot 
mcdicul attention. 

It is a reflection on any GoYernmo_nt for 
them to do awa:· with our tclephomc :u;d 
tc·lr,~,.raphic comr.1unication. 111 co1.Eltrv dl'i­

h'icte. (Hr•ar. !war!\ Gomg from Cunna­
mulla to Muni!indi along- b1g dry strct~hes 
j~ v "'' a calamit,- to ece the tc\eph_one lmcs 
bein:( pnUc>d derv n nnci con1l11Ulllcat1on tak~n 
awa~· from the people who had settled m 
tiro c di,tricts. It is a r• fh,ctron on any 
rnembcr who SH11port'} or :-:ta_ncls b;.· a G_ovcrn­
n:cnt ,, lro do that sort of tl11no·. Thnt Is whv 
I 5 ay that. as tbe National Govf'rnment hLn:e 
t'lkr~n [11\-ny onr telcphonic and telcgrap~rc 
eotnmnnication, \YC shoulcl n1ake_ provrsron 
for itin0raut nnr:;es and for f(ethng :.vomcn 
conveYed to hospihds durin~~ tin11>. of r1.1ncs'3. 
I ho1~e tlnt h·cfore iong- that work wrll b_e 
conti;mcd. \Yithout tak-ing up a selfish attr­
tude on this quc,tion. I say that. that wo;k 
should br Jll'Oceedcd w1th firs~ m t~e d~s­
tric-ts >Yhich moet badly nerd rt: Thrs Brll 
con be made one of the bcc;t Brlls tlut,t hr:-s 
ever been placed on the statute-book o, rhrs 
or any other State by any Government If 

lllr. Riordan,] 
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it is administered properly. I feel sure that, 
wrwoycr the J\Iinister may be, he will seo 
that it is adn1inistered in the wav in ,vhich 
i~ is intended that it shall be ad;ninistcred. 
I congratLdatc the GoYernment on their 
wisdom in making provision for sixb of 
these maternity homes, and on behalf of the 
country people I thank them most sincerely 
for introducing a measure of this kind. 

Mr. BEBBE\GTO~ (Drayton): I certainly 
approyo of the Brll. I support the remarks 
ot the bon. member for Burke in regard to 
telephonic communication and the necessity 
for dealing first with places v;hich are a 
great distance from settlement. From 
Winton to Boulia is a distance of about 250 
miles. On that route there are three or 
four stopping-places for the coaches. To 
those stopping-places people come hundreds 
of miles to join up with the coach. I have 
seen people come 200 miles to tho coach. then 
travel in the coach to vYinton, a further 
distanro of 200 nlilt'5, and then co1ne down 
to civilisation for a holiday. That will give 
au irk[t of the difficulties under which these 
people arc labouring. :'\either the. State 
G-overnn1cnts nor the Federal Governments 
have done their duty in the matter of extend­
ing telephonic facilities to those districts. 
Take the four stopping-place'• on that route 
between Boulia. and vVinton. At one place 
thP chief ,heltc1· for the people consists 
of a fow sheets of bad< and iron, "·hilo 
there are abont six tents in a ro\v, 
fenced round with a bag fence. The people 
n.:.ako the1n: clYes as cornfortablc a3 possible. 
It appears to me that, where there are no 
votes, no attention is given to the require­
ments of the people. The accommodation is 
not <;nly inadequate at those stopping-places, 
but rt rs a menace to the tra vellcrs. Some 
rnen con1e do\vn from the stations 'vith per­
haps, £100 in their pockets. Thev 'start 
drinking in some of those shanties, ar1d thev 
do not got any further. It is the duty of th-;, 
Government to provide places where people 
can stay safely and comfortably when 
travelling. There should be trained nurses 
and some kind of accommodation where 
passengers could stay when they go ont to 
open up our \Ve~tern country. All our legis­
lation has been m favour of the single man. 
Everything is against the married man, 
especially the man with a family. If he 
wants to go on a holiday he is put to an 
enormous expense. It is ven· rarelv that he 
can go for a holiday. .\nything that tends 
to assist our families living out in the 
country and tends towards settlement in the 
country, I am sure will have the support 
of every hon. member. The condition of 
some people in the western countr,· is 
nndoubtc,dly deplorable. 1t is absolutelv 
impc-.sible for settlers in the far \WSter;l 
country or \Yorkers ,vho are 'crorking on 
those jllacr-' for a weekl 0· wage to get 
nurses and to pay for them. If they come 
down to the towns and pa=· the maternity 
expensH in the hospital,, then those expense. 
keep thorn poor, and they have no chance of 
getting their heads above "·ater. The man 
with a famil: is practically carrying the 
burden of this Stato and he is alwa~ s poor, 
and cannot get the nc'C•'SSarv thinvs that. his 
familv nePd. and that evN .·,vhite Au,trali,m 
ought to have. ~ 

The question of the snbsidi~ing of existing 
hospitals is not made clca r in thc' Bill. I do 
not mran tho hospitals that the Government 
take O\'l'r, hut hospitals such ;cs the ono 
rderred to by the hon. member for Roscwood, 

[Jlr. Riordan. 

who mentioned that at that hospitar 
in his district about 200 babies wero bom 
per annum. That institution has been very 
carefully managed. I do not see why the 
Government should go to the expense of 
£1.000 or £2,000 in putting up buildings, 
when there are buildings already erected. I 
understand that it will cost nearly £1.000 to 
erect and furnish wards at existing hospitals 
sufficient to accommodate four beds. 

The SECRl~TARY FOR MINES: It will cost 
moro than that. 

Mr. BEBBI="GTOJ\': I think that fact 
j Lrstifies the JUinistcr in taking over th& 
supervision of the existing maternity hospi­
tals. Tho people at prescmt m charge of 
!ho~e institutions can run them a great deal 
cheaper than tho G-overnment could run a.ny 
ncv>" ward they might build. I would like 
to see the question of subsidies rnado dearer, 
so that anyone administering the Act will 
kr:ow perfectly well that the Government 
intend to take over the supervision of and 
subsidise the existing hospitals. 

Lot me now deal with the question of 
finance. The Department of Public Lands 
rcc<,ives about £1.500,000 per annum from 
the countrv districts bv \Yav of rent. 

The SPEAKER : o;,dcr !" I ask the hon. 
member to connect his remarks with the Bill. 

l.Ir. BEBBIKGTON: I am dealing with 
the financial aspect of this proposal. That 
monev is received ag rents frmn lands in 
count'ry districts, and I do not mind giving 
tlw }linistcr another plank of the Country 
pa.rty, which I hope he will carry into 
dfect; that is. that 25 per cent. of the 
monov received from those lands shall go· 
back "to the country districts. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem· 
ber rs not in order in di\lcussing that 
question. 

I\Ir. BEBBIJ\'GTO:N: I am showing the 
Minister how he can provide funds for the 
administration of thc'e hospitals. If that 
system wore adopted, it would provide the 
necessary funds, because it would amount 
to about £300,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : I venture to· 
say that more tha.n 25 per cent. of the rents 
is going back into the country now. 

::VIr. BEBBI:'-JGTON: If that is so, so 
much the better; but I am afraid that the· 
cities get hold of too much of that money, 
and that not sufficient goes back into coun­
try districts. That is one way of fir,ta_ncing 
th0>e hospitals wrthout askmg. the mtrcs _to· 
contribute. At the present hme the mty 
people are not contributing to the country 
hospitaJs at all. There is more money· 
coming from the country--

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
lVlr. GLEDSON: Are you in favour of the· 

Bill, or against it? 
::\lr. BEBBIXGTO:'-J: Most decidedly, I 

am in favour of it. I am quite sure that 
t.he Minister will agree v. i th me that, where 
pPoplc have to trayel loug distances to these 
hospitals, it Wf:!uld be only a fair thing, 
and a right thrng. to grant them rarlway 
pacses to the railwav station nearest the 
hospital. If that ere done, it would help 
settlement, and would take off some of the 
burdens which the married men wit.h 
families haYe to bear. 

:\Ir. BCLCOCK (Jiarcoo): One cannot 
but fe"l gra.toful to be aesociatcd with a 
Government who are doing something in., 
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the natme laid down in this Matcrnitv 
Bill for the benefit primarily of the mothers 
i '' countrY districto. Ono hardly knows 
whether to condemn past Governments for 
their neglect to deal with this question or 
vvhether to congratulate the present Govern­
ment, who, after all, are the first Govern­
nlent \vho haYe eYer gi\"Pll serious rons,dcra­
tion to this question. I feel that I should 
pay a tribute to the Home Secretary, more 
cspecia.lly in his absence, by reason of the 
fact that it was he w;ho evolved this scheme, 
proving conclusively that he has the welfare 
of the women in the isolated districts at 
heart. Vi' e recognise that the immigrant 
in the cradle is the most desirable immigrant 
that we can have. The child born in our 
communitv is worthv of t,he best attention 
and the grea.test consideration that can be 
given to it, and in a country such as Queens­
land, when'\ we require ov~ry individual, 
and where vYe must, for natwnal preserva­
tion, eliminate as far as poss1ble the 
infantile mortality that exists at the .Present 
time, it is obvious that \Ye n1ust pa.~,_s a 
measure of this description. 

A good de a 1 has been said recently in 
t.his House about vision. I venture to say 
that no more magnificent vision \Vas ever 
conceiv£>cl, 'o far '' the \\~estern pcopJe~-anJ 
more especiaJly the \Vest ern \\ on1en-are 
concerned, than the Yision which ga vo rise 
to the Bill which we arc discussing this 
afternoon. In the \Yestern country a.t the 
present tin1e doctors are fl'W and far 
between; nurses holding a midwifery certifi­
cate are verv rare, and manv women are 
forced to ad,opt one of two courses. The 
first is to allow an unskilled woman to take 
charge of t.hem, and that must be fra.ught 
always with a certain element of danger; 
and the other altorna ti ve is to go to one of 
the big centres of population where satis­
factory medical attention may be obtained. 
The second alterna.tive is very often pro­
hibitive by reason of the fad that the 
individual cannot afford the necessary 
expenses that will be entailed by a journey 
of that nature. 

Take, for instance, Blackall, on the Barcoo 
River, in mv own electorate. Th1anY wonl''n 
there go to, Rockhampton and are confined 
there, but there arc many others who woul<.l 
like to go to Rockhampton for the superior 

treatment they can get there, but 
[2.30 p.m.] are not able to go owing to finan-

cial consideration'. Even if they 
did scrape up the money and went to Rork­
hampton, when the5 returned they would 
have to work off th0 liability incurred, whi<·h 
should never have been placed on their 
shoulders. Thes+> people in the Vi' est arc 
11crhaps doing more than the city people to 
develop the countn. They hav'P giyen up 
many of tho refinements of civilisation; they 
have given np nearly all the comforts of 
ci,~jlisation; and it is on an occasion like this 
that we should show our appreciation for 
what thev have donE', and should do so in 
no unC'ertain manner. 

In addition to n1at0rn.itv ,Nard~ at ~he 
yarious hospitals, the Bill p;opmes the estab­
lishment of itinPrant nnr',cs. I would like to 
rnnko a ~Juggc".tion in this connection. <;uite 
recentl7 an aeroplane company bas been 
formed in the Centra 1-wcst, and its operations 
will extend from CharleYillc which •.Yill he 
its '·nuthern base, to Cloncu,rn. vYhich will 
bc> ils northern base. Along that route there 
is f1 number of towns a ne! a number of lan ~l.-

ing places. It would be a very reasonable 
thin~ to ask that the organisation which 
thcs~ peoplo are perfecting should bo used 
by the State in cases of urgency for the 
conveyance of patients from their homes, or 
from whcrev<>r thcv may be ill, to a place 
where they can receive the medical attention 
which will be provided under this Bill. It 
often happens that circumstances arise that 
a woman unexpectedly finds she is about to 
be confined. It. has irequently come within 
my notice where women have not been 
able to get satisfactory medical attention on 
account of the urgency of the case. If we 
have an aeroplane service whereby a s.m«!l 
aeroplane eon be sent out to bring these mdr­
Yiduals in to a hospital, or as an alternative 
to take out an itin0rant nurse, who, I tal{e 
it, would be equipped with a midwifery 
certifJCate, to attend to the ca.se, we would 
pr!'vcnt cases of mortality which might occur. 
Blackall, for instance, might be made a base, 
and Barcaldin" would not be outside t.he 
cruising area of that base ; and from Blackall 
Jericho also could be successfully worked to 
the ad nmtage of th'" community. Such a 
system would also giye a sense of sc:urity 
to the women in outback parts, wh1eh rs 
sadly lacking at the present time. 

A suggt~stion was rr1a.r1e by the hon. rnernber 
for Bulimba that it might be possible, under 
the provisions of the Bill, to confiscate the 
babv bonus. I cannot believe m·, self that 
the ~Gov-ernment could be so heartiess-I ~m 
tempted to say ruthlcs,-as to a~te1:"~t to 
confiscate the baby bonus from an mdrv1dual 
who was unable to meet her hospital liabili­
ties in anv other n1anncr. I cannot believe 
that the Government contemplate the a.ppli­
cation of such a principle. After all, if a. 
person cannot meet her liabilities to t.he 
hospital, it is obvious that she will reqwre 
the few pounds she gets from the F<:>dera! 
Government for other purpose9 for the benefit. 
of her offspring. I cannot believe that the 
Home Secretary would contemplate such 
action. \Vith other hon. members who have 
spoken, I am going to urge that isolated 
districts be given first consideration m the 
erection of these hospitals. (HP,tr, hear!) 
w" are blazing a new track. 

I would like to pay a little tribute to the 
hospital committee functioning in a little 
town named Tambo in my electorate. Before 
ever this scheme was mooted, the gentlemea 
comprising the hospital committee there got 
together and decided that they wou]d erect 
a maternity ward in the town. A very laud­
able motive actuated them, and I am pleased 
that we are now going to take that responsi­
bilit,· out of their hands. and that the cost 
of the erection will be borne bv the State 
instead of falling upon the 'individuals. 
People liv-ing in the closely settled districts 
frequently fail to r0oJise the necos~,ity for 
them to do the decent-the fraLll'nal-thing 
by the people who, by their efforts, enable 
other people to liv-e in the citic··· and enjoy 
the am!'nities of citv- life. IV c all recognise 
that everything possible should be done for 
the wellb0ing of the Weetorn woman for her 
protection against exploitation, whether tl1<tt 
exploitation is in regard to her grocer's, 
butcher's, or medical bill. Wo must do 
the best ,,_c can to overcome that exploita­
tion, and I believe that wo shall overcome it 
in this measure. I do not ihink that any 
hon. member will rai an:c objection to tlJC 
provisions of the Bill. I say, fmthcr. tJ:at 
in t-wo or three years, \Yhen the 111P_tcrn!ty 

Jlir. Bulcock.] 
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'" 1 ·l? <-'-re cstnhl-1"-hf'(l and ever.,-thing i~ fu~te-
1,i. tl<; <L ~t ,lnuid Jo--whcn w:• ar~· hP~YlJ.·· 
r, tng ro b:ring fnrth our trained ar~d quallfi-?d 
nu_r cs to take tlw1r places in the• ho~pita.ls~ 
it would be a L:Jld Go' crmncnt which woul,l 
cor;t"mplate doing aw,v,· with thl'Se hospitJ.ls 
or \- ithhcJdin_; a 2-mb.~ict_-- that i:-; lcgjtirnatc1y 
due to t:w mothcr:5 of the futurr· citi;:en of 
onr Siate. 

J\Ir. Pl~~TPJE (Toombul): an1 ycry 
p]('U, ~d that the Acting J-Iornc Secretary has 
introdur d this mca~urc, which 1nakc:; pro­
Yisicn for 1natornity hospital~ and also !or 
baby cli1;ics, and \vhich ha ·• been rcJ•civc .. J 
\vith :-;ywpathetic approval by hon. rncmbcr.s 
gon<•raUV. The Tvi1ni~L;r made· a v 'l'Y nic~: 
second rc:tding speech, but the inference 
could l1c dr<tv. n from his remarks that all 
humanitarian leg dation wtrs introduced by 
tho present Goverr1111ent 1 a11d that we on 
this side of the House We're not in 'j'mpath~, 
with such legislation. 

Th SEc::;EURY IOR l\1IKES: I clid not say 
that. 

~vfr .. PETRIE: I am gbrl to get that assur­
ance fr~Jn1 tho l\linistcr. 'I'ho holl. rne1nb•_;r 
l'ur B~·i'_b'll1C .crave \rcdit to the hou. 1ncrnber 
for l\,l·trilln for hanng been instnnnt:ntal in 
brln:.)ng this rnattcr forward at diffol'ont 
ti? u ·;. There i3 no doubt that ~.\·orno:1 ln 

districh have to put u,> with a great 
of anxiety. It is wonderful what thev 

l1avc bC'::_·n able to go through in places far 
rc·Lo .'Cd from acce·s to hospitals and doctor ... 
The I\1inistcr quote,d sornc poetry frorn 11rs. 
Browning and Essex Evans's poem, "The 
'\Yon1cn of tho \Ycst," shovving \vhat women 
haw to put up "ith through want of good 
nursing ur lack of hospitals. Women have 
also to put up with other disadvantages 
incidental to settlement on the land: I wo~1ld 
like to quote a little poem on ''The Woman 
on the Land," by "M.C.,'' \Vangalpong-

" By the rule of Thocdore, 
\\'ivos and children by the score 
8'lave and toil to keep' food choup; 
I"ittlo bendit they reap t 

Cockv's baby loudly wails 
(:Ylother's milking at the hails); 
Poor, woo Johnny cries for hr0ad 
(\Vait until the calves arc fed). 

Little Marv minds the cm" s 
As tho,- on" the lucerne browse; 
Tinv Sue must take her turn 
At the he•1dlo of the churn. 

\Vhon the separator's washed 
Daby in the tub is splashed, ' 
Put to bed and told to laugh-
1\roth.:r"s off to !wlp out chaff. 
\Yillic. hurrying home from school, 
Hushes to his milking stool. 
Ivfilks a lor1g as he can see; 
Learl>l his lc:o.sons after tr:a. 

\Vhen the fumilv is fed. 
Di~}H:~ \YashPd 1 'and bctirns in bed, 
~lot her gets her 1110ndlng pil0, 
Patchiug, darnin~~ b;;· the> n1ile. 

Fnth0r '-'ea: ~ the paper o'er 
For th; pricf' of dairv ~tore; 
Sn y . .:;, to mothrr'~; Pa Cl surprisP. 
'For OUl' butter there's no rise.' 

Heally. Mr. Theodor0, 
In --our taxing there's a flaw. 
\Yiwn will politiciam learn 
:b''nrmcrs ehould havo what thcv earn?" 

OPPOSITION l\1E~IBERS: Hear, hear!. 

[Mr. B1tlcock. 

The SPE.'I.KER: Order! I clo not knmv 
what this bas got to do with the :\1atomity 
Bill. (Laughter.) 

l\lr. l'ETRlE: I am showing what the 
woman on the land has to put up with at 
the present time. I give every cn>dit to the 
IIom Secretary for having brought in such 
et 111La~:nre. I am sure it nwets \vith the 
apprond of every member of the House. 
The '\'ntional Council of \\comen and other 
Y:OJncn's organisations in Qucen:;;Jand haYe 
tnkcn a great part in our political life of 
late J ,-~ar:-'(, and they have lJeen rc3pon.-.;iblc 
for a good deal of our humanitarian legisla­
tion. I refer to the legis] at ion introduced 
b. pr,_ Yious GoYcrnrriCnts n ud also by this 
GovPrnr11C'nt. That Wfl.S referro·d to bv the 
hon. member for Bulimba in his remark's this 
rnorning. I can cmpha.siso those rerr1arks. 
because ,,-o'11en understand the needs of 
women better than 111011 do. and they under­
stand wh8 t is nccos:;:;arv in connect{on with 
the protection of infant iife. That also 
pla.ys an important part in this matter. 
\Vo have a .. nun1ber of mate1·nltv ho·-~les in 
existence at the present ti,nc, which are all 
doing good work. There is a maternity homo 
at, tho H ami! ton in mv cledomL' run b\- the 
~. Jvation Arrny, and lt rccf>iYcs a suh-;idy of 
£100 pot' annum from the Gowrnment. The 
matron told rno tthe other day that single 
girls oom0 there, and, aft<-r their ba.bi<·' are 
born, the Salvation Army keep the mother 
and tho infant thero fm· some considerable 
time. They do that in the int';rcsh of the 
infant. After all, it is our dutv a legislatot·s 
to SDP that evcrv care is t8 kcfl ·nf the child, 
\\'hether it is ·born illcgiti wtc[,. ·Or not. 
EY.crv ehild born in the StntC' is an a~~C't. 
Therefore for considerable- periods tbese in­
fants are looked after b' the Salvation 
L~rrnv. for v1hich they rPce.iYP no as~istancY' 
fron; the Government'. The Ro'llan Catholic 
CJuthm·jt-ios also conduct n1ah:rnib; hom_('S in 
Brisbane, and I prc~~n1no are tJ:r:at"d in a 
flimila.r n1anncr. Now that 'Yl' are passing 
l<>g·islation dealing with maternity homes. I 
suggc"'t that some oonsidcr>ttion should he 
given to t1he question of further sub;;;idi~ing 
the maternitY homos I have rdorrcd to. par­
ticular!~, wl1cn thcv look aftu the inftLnis 
for a c:Onsiderabl{~ 'time. The bon. rriclnhrl· 
for Barcoo r0forrcd to the necossitv of Pstab. 
lishing th<·,e bomes in the isolatezl purls of 
tho State. beforn the thick!,· populated 
cPntrcs were attended to. I quite ""ree with 
tint. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Government have 
already given authority for the constru~rion 
o£ onp at Boulia. 

:I'.Ir. PETRIE: I v·r)· glad to hear 
it. because those are places should 
b0 1 ooked a ftel' first. I a m to see 
tbat proviflion :s ln.:tde for tra ;ninp- of 
nurfC'~. I ant pleased to snpport the BilL · 
and hope> that tht '~0 institutions will be 
t•:>t~l b1idwd as soon as tbe lllC'U.~lll'C brconlPS 
operative. 

J-lox .. J. G. Al'PEL (,1/l;rr/): The prcs<'llt 
GoY-f.'l'llffil'nt claim to ~1: vc a mo11opoly in all 
cllar]t.--.b1e and ckcmosYn:JrY ·work- but the~.c­
aro matters which are" attcndccl to b,, cvcrv 
party which occupies the Treasnry l~enchC'S. 
As a matter of fac:t. we ahhtys havP a healthy 
rivaln· in these matters. and it is tl good 
thin IT· to lot each Administration strive to 
out-;ival its predecessors in tlw carrying out 
of works which are for the benefit of our 
common humanity I can assure the :Minister 



Maternity Bill. [26 SEPTEJYLUEH.j J/I atamty Dill. 1867 

·that DJ{'rrlbc•rs on this side do not requh·o 
"the in,pir ttion of Jloctry to lead us to give 
}wart.~ ··npport to this rne~Lsurc. 

J h·~ t_l,E-'lLT \.UY FOH :...Ir:\TS: Do you never 
'f[HUtt' lh C'try ·~ 

!In:-;" J" l~. \PPEL: 1 do occasionally. 
AnYhc'.r-. \\(' do require inspiration of 
thaLt k:r;rl on this bc.ca.u:-.B every lllC1nber 
>, ho l'L'::idc in thu countt·y d.istr'ict-.: u1w.:t 
re~. li~c~ the a!Jsulutc ncc:F .itv of L'':tabli~hing 
llJfHt·rnitv ltornc:,, In nta11~· iustancc~; )t is 
lW("'· 3:0:it r1: fo: cxp(•ct·1nt 1\1othcr to receive 
a1tenbo;~ hue others Jo not care to 
au.'ept chu are nHtny \\ ho are 
p,_·C';urt._'d to pa~·. who {an afford to 

n~Hl it ·1 ould a great convenience to 
nl~ttcrnitv home near to 

where \t. ]Jrescnt there aro 
a hYa\- in the c-ountr·v bccau:-:n uf 

bv 'road and in 
other wlw' the cct::blish-

bc 0£ gTeat ~rvico 
Jtl -ucL Thtse hospita.h arc a~:·J­
lnttlY ~~l-,-.•. -:;;an·. bPcnu"'' this is n. very Jm­
po.·t~u1t l!latt"cr. in the life of a \YOinan. The 
lHllJ. Jll"llllJC'l' f:n· Barcoo :-:poke D bo11t tho 
''Olldit'''"·' in the \\-, t. \Ye know th;,t in 
t1J!2 \Yc~t dt't~·nt U( connnodntion i~ 11rovid{'d 
for mr·u under the~ lctws providing for their 
a:'LOll1llHH1 but, unfortnuatcly, the pro-

YIP'Ull their ~.viYcs and children 
i:-; oftL!D of t11c n~o,t ;';r~tchcd dc"criptlon. 
EYen IHL.;~iblc, to prDYido the 

nilcl. nursing attention, the 
;n uilablP is unfit for the 

the n;other at a time ''hen, 
anv other, cleanliness and qujet is 
e~· ~'ntial. 

tu "ay, after an analy··is of the 
mea'ul"'-'· that I am sati~,fwd that it fully 
confol' 1 to the~ dc::cription giv0n by the 
:.:\Iin~~tcr \Yhr>n he introdu(·ed it. Provi~.ion 
B tlw n··sictance of hospitals alrca,dy 
,- .... Ul ·,yl!crcby n1atorn~ty ''vards may 
be' adllcd. o.nd tL1.t, to n1v n1ind, is a v.cry 
(•xcell0:H nrovl~ion. But the provi::;ion which 
d1on' :d!" other- commend5 itself to me is 

which empower' the Gm-crnor in Coun­
l!!,l!\:P ?'.lt h provision as he deems 

for tho care. treatment, and nurs­
ing of n1cthcrs antJ infant life in remote 
phtces. It has b"cn sugg:cstcd that arntnge­
mcnte might he made for the conYej ancc, by 
mc;:~ns of aercp]anr~s. of expectant mothPrs 
to !he ~c,ntre~ of ;>Opu]ation. That may be 
Y81'•' cxrcn.:nt in theorY, but \\'0 all kDOIV 

tha·t to carry iT out in P"ractice will be found 
in ~1ine cac:C1 out of ten to be i1npossibk 
The pro\Tision for nursinry' and n1odical atten­
tion in rclnotc pLcccs, 1 havo no hPs]t;.ltion 
irr ~·.nyillfC V'ill inrrr ~se the confidenr: of 
1 ho - :wople who t!tcklc our problc1ns c,n the 
land. for their u bsenee. ,, I pointed out 
''Then spcnkir1g on this mf'asure hcfr·re. acts 
as a d~;tcrrcnt to those v·bo o+-hcr·.,:]c-;c ,.·onld 
be Jll'C}1Ul't'd :._,ndc·rtn ke ,er,t]clTtcnt o,ncl 
dcvc,]optn0nt cur Stcn:e. 

Provi~ion j~ nl~,o rnrrdc for the c~tablishmcnt 
\lf a1.1t(~-natnl ~u~d ha1r· clinl • ~n rcul!try 
djstrict..,;. 'rhat i" a]so Cm( which mu~t. con~­
mend itsPli to eYr>ry hon. l1lC!nbPr. ThP lark 
r,f kno-.,ylr~-lQ·p 011 tlic JHHt 1nothcr 
n:-, tu the~ ' tnH'nt of her 
tionabh. .:anv 111 

nr int<,'ntion c:Jt Iier rHll't. 

the life uf the child: nnr1 Hll.Y provision 
-..,yl1ich ~,\ il! ~ ive mothc'r~ the> instruction nrr~s-
;;o:a::.·v tc the trf'atnwHt of thf'ir infant:; 
j~. ;;ne i~ LIS c~~cntinl ac~ nny other in 
;t.he ITlP!lSUrC. 

I nc.tico that the Government prop'>SC to 
bear the \Yholc expcn::;e of the can3- 111g nnt 
of the· Act. H i< Jll m "!c,l-<Uld other hon. 
tnL·rnb~:..'r~ ba-~ P l'<lcntioned tbi..., rn·oyi l:on--tLat 

hall be refi.F·~d the bo11Piits of an 
!Jy reason of in·;hlJit\' to nav 

:-\·3 LT lEJve alreadT- ·ir1llicaL1-0d, n1ai1~\. 
p:tticnto£ reEu:-:c to take att-,---.rL tinn without pa~~­
ing, and I have no doubt that the :\1inister 
"~iJI probably ha,-c a scale o£ fees, so that 
1lto..;;C' who d•.•f<ire to pay JWlY do ''o iu accord-
8Xd.'C -....-ith n1enns, widwut tll~? frxrr6on. 
or nny f(_>(', ~nd f'(J that. at the 

who are lllUlbl to pay·~ 
t11cy n1rr:- be of bejng 
not be called upon to 

wJ1ich woulel Ueco1ne a bur-

the pro,~ision of conycyances 
toot , 'ncd by maternity hos­

to o:hl'r:: n1ore fortun&telv sjtuated 
al-.·) be t·~_ken into consider:u:{cm. I run 

1o , ay that in rnro;;t f')UJH~·y places­
t:w:;:c• with v.-L:cb I run a··::-ociated~ 

\Y }Ja\ t' r·x('r;liL.t arn!mlanre:· which ha Ye 
fllkd rr l,~.;n~t in a 1nty \Yhid1 I have• no 
ht 'litatiou in saying· cari lwnlly be apprecj­
nt, rl. TllP ,-ahu• of our ambulance sPrvicc::; 
l;l !:EIL'l'llit~, : cl:-:C· CVl:uof be OVf'J'C'',tiinated, 

I t .tl'D(- th· con11nend to the ::Yijnister the 
llC'< er fn:.tcr!llg the (._ •labljiihn1ent 

arnhubnc-c {'Clltre<; \V here the ·e ho~pitab 
nut-- br: cstnbli~hed and where 11one cxj·.t at 
prl'~ellt. The e~tablishn~ent of a maternity 
hos[J:t '.l \YirhoP.t the :.nenns of con\ ....'yancc 
1 hurcto rnight Inerely rnean that in rnany 
irt··Lll'r es ihc r~tect on tbc ex:ncctant 1nother 
might be' very iujurious.- ._ 

TQking: the proYi.,ion. of the Bill as a 
1_ h(·1··'. the men.:3urc co:.uP~ within the tern1s 
of the speech of the JHwister, and I have 
not the ,lightest doubt that it ,, ill receive 
the '2upport o£ every hon. n1emLer. I am 
yery plca,ed to be able to pay to members 
of the Government who then >Yere in Oppo­
sition a compliment for the way in which 
they a~.:Jistcd to 11ass simi1ar legisl~_.tion •.vhich 
I introduced >Yhen I had the honour to be 
Home Secretary. I am vcr:: pleased to hear 
ihat it is proposed to "'t<ihlish sixty of the,·e 
ho·. pitnls .•o .oon as this rnen~urc lh:~coo_n(':" 
law. I hope the nece,mry funds--they will 
neyer be refu·ed from this eide of the House 
->Yill [,e found. not for ,.ixtv of them but 
for double tbJt nu1nbcr. bccllusc they will 
be great blc~·-"ings to our coJn.muniry: n· Jrc 
especin llv to tho,e sections of it ,,-hich arc 
ren1ote (ron1 the co:ntrcs of population. 

Mr. G. P. BAR"\ES (TVancick): The 
reception whic.h this Bill has met with 
indicates verv clearly ho>Y easy it is for us 
to agreo 1vhe~n \VC n~-f~et on coiTimon grDund. 
I am ,uro there is nothing so pleasing to 
hon. members as to find that they are able 
to work harrnonlouslv on a rnc.· <;ure on 
1 ·hich they c,cn ctll E~grce, especially after 
dcbatt.~s of a ruder and 111orc contentious 
natur<'. The Bill itself >Yill be welcomed, 
particutlrl:v bL- C'ountry n1embors, because 
citY rnothers ._._ro not in vic<'l so much as the 
n o':·Lcrs v:ho are Uoing pioneering \York in 
tl1e bush. It H~ems to rno that \Ye, more 
than any other people. ha....-0 lived to 'vitn.e~ 
v8~t strldc.:~ in n1ceting the changes jn COI!ch­
bons for >Yhich this Bill prm-idcs. Our ttme 

•tands out in that connection 
[3 p.m.J when compared .,~ith any other 

]Wriod of time. It i, trne that 
w~ have arriYed at thi.~ stage bj degrees. 

Mr. G. P. Barws.) 
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\Yhilst some hon. members mav claim that 
i~ ha,s fa,llen to this Government to do this 
\York, we have b~en .gradually working along 
towards th~ reah•·atwn of these high ideals, 
and, If It IS to the honour of this Govern­
ment that they have introduced this 
measure, no one for. a. moment is going to 
grudge them the pnvllege which is theirs. 
I very heartily welcome the Bill, and 
congratulate the Government. 

Some speeches delivered by the Home 
Secretary contain a. very high conception of 
the needs of the people. But w.ho is going 
to say that we have reached the end of 
what can be done in the interests of those 
:yho arc doing pioneering "·ork, or in meet­
mg the needs of the young life of our com­
wumty '! It is our duty eYer to be on the 
alert. I i1nagine that, when the need for 
v>ork ceases, our occupation ,,-ill entirely be 
gone. It \Yould seem to mu that one matter 
requiring v-ery great consideration, if the 
best result·· are to be obta.ined is that of 
transport. \Vonrlerful service hds been done 

encc in my electorate, which contains about. 
23 000 square miles. I was one of several 
m~mbcrs of the Country party who were· 
rc•·ponsible for having this included in the 
platform of the Country party on which 
we went to the country during the last 
election. I congratulate the Minister and 
the Government on placing on the statute­
book another measure which originated from 
the policy of the Country pa.rty. In this 
and in other matters the existence of the 
Country party in this House has been 
justified. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-;rDS : It was 
on the platform of the Labour party when 
vou wore a. hard-shelled Tory sitting on this 
~ide of the House. 

b .. the Queensland .. Ambulance 'Transport 
Bngade. It 1s e'sential that its work should 
b.· associated with that which the GO\·ern­
n:ent have in vie\v in this particular dire,> 
tlon. _ I _am sure tha.t the people in any 
distnct wlll establish a centre of the Queens­
lane\ Ambulance Transport Brigade if they 
reahso the groat benefits it confers and the 
conYenioncc-~ it provides. Even in centres 
lil5o Warwick w ·mdcrful service is being done. 
\\ hoever controls the working of this Act 
should see that it is associated \Yith the 
wad< of the ambulance beigaclr·s. In addi­
tion to the fine service which would bo 
rendered, a great dea.l of overlapping 1;-ould 
b0 a ymded. In some isolated places there 
,., ould not be the same need for the estab­
lishment of maternity· hospitals if quick 
transport were available. I know that the 
\Yarwick Brigade goes right to Now South 
\Y ales to bring some cases to hospital. The 
libera.lity of the support accorderl to the 
brigade in such cases is most manif,.,t, and 
is really very inspiring. The principal 
id<'a, I believe, is to standardise the service, 
both as regards nursing and the general 
hPalth of the children. The )1inister should 
also standardise the building' that are to 
b0 erected. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : \Y c intend to 
erect a.ll concreto buildings. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : I am ,-erv glad to 
know that. \Ye should have a certain method 
in ,-iew. By standardising and working to 
a. plan, we shall not onl:.c ensure economy, 
bnt the building-especial!~- if it is a con­
crete building-will be a lasting memorial 
of the good work that is being don<', and 
it will a.dYcrtise such work amongst those 
1v-hom it is intended to serve. I am glad 
to be able to congratulate the Government 
on baYing introduced this measure. If it 
proves of beneflt to the women and children 
of the land to tho extent anticipated. added 
pleasure in the davs to come 'sill bo afforded 
thosf' 1Yho were ~responsible for its intro­
duction. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not \vish to dispute 
the hon. gentleman's contention; but, if that 
is so the Government have been a long time 
in placing it upon the statute-book. How­
ever it is neYer too late to menrl. I am 
plea~ed tha.t at last the. Government are 
going to show consideratwn for those who· 
live in country r!Istricts. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Country districts are rcp_re­
sented by hon. members sitting on this side 
of tho House. 

:>.Ir. YiORGAl\1: It. is quitt refreshing to 
see that men sitting on the oppo,ite side who 
reprr"·-nt countr""',~ elC'ctoratcs arc at last 
getting away from Queen Mrect. _and. advo­
cating the 1w0ds of those 1v-ho ln·o 111 the· 
country. V\.,. c are p1eascd to know that. 111 

this pftrticular n1atter n1en1Ucr~ representing 
country intcre;:,tS ho arc supp~)l·ter~ of t.he 
(;overnmeut have come out of their. shell, 
and are seeing that p0ople who hve 111 the 
count-ry get a fair deal. The infiu,nce of 
the _Country !'arty has been respons1ble f~n· 
the introduction of such a measurE\ as th1s. 
h is because certain Labour candidates will. 
have to oppos0 Country party cand1datcs at. 
the electi<'·ls .<hon ·such Country party can­
didate-; \till' ad;-Jcatc this poiicy. that the 
Bill is now introduced. Hon. members oppo­
site are claiming credit in every detail for 
this measure. vVhilo I support the Bill, I 
intend to 1nove some an1·endrnents in Com­
mittee in order to improve the Bill, and I 
hopo the Minister will see his way clear to· 
accept them. 

Hon. members opposite ha,-o advocated 
th~tt the first consideration should be to those 
who live in the country. I \vould go further 
and suggest that the ~rst consideration should 
be giyen to those livmg great distances fro~ 
countr<: to-vvns. )There are 1nany town_s rn 
the coimtry which have their own hospitals, 
rc·sident doctors) nurses, and cYery conv~nr 
once, and thev also ha;:e private nursmg 
institutions. The people m those towns can 
got the attention that they desire. The first 
consideration should be gn·en to tho people· 
who live hundred of miles a \Ya:; from those 
towns. \Ye have in Queensland a rehgw~s 

1\Ir. 2'·!0RGAN (JfuriTla): I am pleased 
that this Bill lms been introduced. as I 
have been advocating somethin,g of this sort 
for n1anv vcar.s.. .At one tin1c I \Yas t1~."itted 
b.· the ~pr~escnt :\linistcr, \dlO said that 1 
\ 1. as foroshado\Ying tho GoYernmcnt's policy. 
I make no apolog:· for having aclYocntcd this. 
1n ~0ason and out, ever since I ha ye been 
m this Ass0mbl:·. I ha.vo had \vide experi-

bodv known as the Bush Brotherhood. This 
bodv confers neat benefits on those pcCJple 
whO live awa.- from the to1vns and ctntre~. of 
population. I would nrge that the Canadian 
sntem should be adopted m Queensland. 
Under that sv-tem there is cstablishe>d what 
is c,llcd a ,: sha{'k." ThE'·",P " s}Ja-cks" a~~o 
establishc-1. not in the towns or on the rail 
1·. ~LY ~, bnt at a point. son1c .,·hei'_e near the 
C>'ntre of .-)ctt1cnwnts 111 a pa1:ttcular a~"ea. 
Those scttlemPnts may lw 40 mJle.", 50 miles, 
or 100 miles awav from a tm·.n. These placeec 
aro inhabltcd b-\~ nur~cs. \Yho DrQ conveyed' 
by a coycred-in ~ hYo-horse vehicle to places 
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where their assistance is Tequired. The 
nurses arc able to ride, and in n1any cas~s 
thev jump on a horse and take along theu 
!ittie kit-bag 20 miles, 30 mJ!es, or 40 mile•-, 
t•J a home as soon as they are n~formed that 
their assistance is requned. ~o motor-car 
is sent out to remove the mother. There 

to place the country people on a different 
footing from those in the city? 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\fiXES: The maternih 
'Yards erected in conjunction with exioting 
hospitals will be subsidised on the same basis 
as the existing hospitals are subsidised. 

is no necessity for any tzeroplane, ~::n~ any­
thing else for that purpose. T'he less JOUrn~c·­
ing that a prospective n:rothcr has ,t<? ao: 
whether by motor-car or an:;: other vemcular 
>Convevance the better rt rs Jor her, and also 
for tiw child. The Canadian s: stem could 
be established in portio:ls of my electorate 
and of the electorate of the hon. member for 
BaJonnc ani! other distrjcts throughout 
·Quccnsl~nd. :\unc;; could be accommodated 
in those places, and they would be able to 
Tide or drive any conveyance to the mother 
who required their assistance. By that 
means the nurses would be able to. carry 
•0 ut their 'vork at the place where rt was 
needed. You would then be giving first 
attention to those who had gone out to do 
the pioneering \York. The 1XOU1Cn have been 
more responsible for the de.-elopment of the 
.outlying districts of Queensland than the 
men. The men may go out for a time, b1;1t 
the,.- would not remain unles;; they had therr 
wives with them. It is the wife who makes 
the home comfortable for the husban~. We 
should do all we possibly can to grve the 
necessary attention to these matters. It 
should r{ot be a matter of whether it is going 
to cost £10 for each child brought into the 
world in outlying districts. vYe should ';JOt 
<'onsider whctl1E'r it costs £10 m the outlymg 
eountrv districts and only £1 in the large 
cities and towns for each child to be brought 
into the world. It is the general opinion of 
this Hou,e, I feel sure, that the first con­
sideration should be given to those people 
living in the remote portions of Queenslar:d. 
The Canadian s0·stem could be very easrly 
established in Queensland. In Canada the~­
han the ·-now to contend with, thn·· makrng 
the hardship of the nurses so much greater; 
but the nm··cs in Canada are prepared to 
und<•rtako th·OS<' hardships. The conditions in 
Queensland arc altogether more favourable. 

I '"ould like some 
to the g-rantil1g of 
ment under this 
11rovide.-.--

information with regard 
subsidv bv the GovNn-

proposaf The Bill 

" In connection with any such hospital 
the capital cost of the purchase and 
erection. or other requirement of the 
necessar_, site and buildings. and all the 
neces· .. tr:c ,equipment thereof shall be 
ddrayed by the Government; . and, 
toward the annual cost of the marnten­
anco, nHt.t;tagcment, and upkeep of aJ:!Y 
such hospri a!, the Government m":Y con­
tribute such sun1s as are from time to 
time appropriated for the purpose." 

'\'\'hat does that mean? At tho present time 
the Go,-crnmcnt grant a snbsidy of £2 for 
eYCl'" £1 collected bj· the ho,pitals. I do 
not oppose the desire of. the Goverl?-ment. to 
.erect rnatcrnib~ w-ards In connection "\VJth 
existing hospitals in country district~, but 
I think it would be a good rdea If the 
Government would subsidise those matermty 
wards on the same be.sis as the pre-ent 
ho.·pitctls arc subsidised. I undm·stand that 
the Gm·ernment am defrayrng all the 
expenses in ~onnection wit!: the upkeep ~f 
balw clinics rn the crty. \\ hy should tlw10 
lw ~.nv different pr;licy with resp<wt to baby 
clinics in country districts? Are they gorng 

Mr. MORGAl\: I ·do not object to the 
GovernnH~nt paying tho ;\-hole of tht~ cost in 
connection with bab· clinic' in the citv · 
but, if they are g-oing' to do that. the count',.;. 
wople will be justified in asking· that the 
GoYC!T1H1cnt ·defray the whole ~f the co3t 
in connection with Labv clinjcs in the countrY. 
I an1 opposed to the ·prc,,ent systen1 in coi-1-
n ctiou wi~-h the CJP'·~is!·J.nce giyc~n to the 
Brisbane General Hospital. I do not think 
that the Gm·crnmcnt should bear the whole 
of the cost in connection \.Yith the l3ri,·l>anc 
General Hospital, became that really means 
that the \Yhole o£ the people of Qu. Cll' land 
ha ...-e to contribute to the upkeep of that 
institution. I am opposed to the Gm-crn­
mcnt defru:ying the "hole co-t of baby clinics 
in the large centres and at th:> sarne tirne 
nnl~ granting a subsidy on the basis of £2 
for £1 for baby clinics in the country. The 
time has come when they ought to be place-d 
on the same footing, and, if the GoYernment 
cannot sec their way clear to nationalise baby 
clinics in all portions of the State, th0n they 
have no right to nationalise baby clinics in 
nny part of the State. I admit that the 
Go,-crnment have to go step by step. and we 
in the country do not objec,:t to contributing 
towards the support of thc'se hospitals if the 
pcoplP in the large centres of population 
likewise contribute. But we certainly think 
<~e 'h"ll be badlY treated if WP have to pro­
vide £1 for £2 >vhile the people in the large 
centres get their babv clinics free of cost. 

The s'icRETARY FOR' MINES: Babv clinics are 
different to maternity hospitals. , 

~11-. :\IORGAN: 1\o doubt th<>y go further, 
hnt it m a v be ncccssan- to establish !m by 
d!uics in Son10 parts ofuth:- country. Iiow­
CYcr. I an1 not going to c,tYil at this n1easure. 
It is a step in the right direction and one 
that we haYC' b0cn looking for for many 
yf,lf3. It \Yill gi\~e an a'·9Urance t(! moth~rs 

ho o·o into the countrv that thov wrll rccei Y 2 

ntten1-inn at the mon1Cnt \vhc'n ~they require 
it and I feel sure the Bill will have the 
~ .~ncral suport of members on this -idc of the 
House. 

I desire to say a >Yard on behalf of the 
unregisten~d nur~C.::i who arc doing good \VOl'k 

in the country portions of Que-cnsland. The 
authoritirs in dealing Ynth thcs<::> wmncn are 
ycry unjust. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\!fiXES: You are gdting 
on to the H< alth Act now. 

~Ir. '\IORGA!\: I undertand that. "·hen 
thls Bill is put into operation. the G~:n~~rn­

an' likt>lv to tighten up the restrrctrons 
th, Health Act and -dcpriw these 

v;onwn of tlw opportnnitv of -rloing the good 
\Tnrk thcv nre performing at the nrP~Pnt 
time. '()1) to the prc:sent thoro has been a 
certain an1onnt of latitude. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 

~1r. :YIORGAN: This is a matter concer~­
ing maternity ho_mes and tho attention :t 
is neCC'"~ar~v to p;IVC' t? ,.,_0n1f'n nt the m_o-.;t 
critical p •riod of their liYPS. The officials 
should be made aware of the fact that the 
people in the country recognrse the good 

Mr. Mor_qan.] 
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Vi70l'k thc,~c -women haYC' don(', and YVl' do not 
want thPnl to be intcrfc~rcc1 IYith c ':Ct'pt in 
place' IYhcrc hor!H arc ('~-tabli:---h(·d. 
In n1anv in~tanr"s people will ::;till dc;.;irc 
the scr\·ices of iht"C IYomcn. In the 
they hnYe ~ayt•cl tlJP liycs o~ huucln of 
n1others- and childrc·n. noL,:ith:,f-l~H:ling tlwt 
thoy 111ay not haYo pns-~cd an rx:an1innrio!1. 

:\Ir. I{IRV/AX: Tl1 y hnse dun~ ;)'cod \YOrK 
jn the bu~h. ., :__) 

:'.Ir. MORGA:\: Thctt ,, 
often tho mor11c1·s 
these• \VOUlCll than 
nurses who com- do 
cxnn1inat-ion3. 

~~1r. I\:"nnv.\X: had r•r._c' 

:-.rr. 1\iORGA:'\1: That " so, 
np~ g;oiug to do 
Wl~[l WOITH'll, l~ a ~l~Ct OD <:111 

othrnYiSl~ g·oocl Bill. 
The SECRETAl-:,Y FOR l\II:\ES · :\either thls 

Bill nor the H- alth _·\et Amemlmc•ni Bill '.c·ill 
inter£ _-re ;.,-lth tho·~c won1cn. 

Mr. :\IORGA>:: I muke thi nt'rwal on 
bebalf of tho c \YOllll::J. 

The Sr::rtET.\I~Y :·on ).lr::..;:::s: Yc.u arc pu~ting 
up an "Aunt 8 dly." 

::\d:r. MORG.\.X: :'\ot nt alL ~'omc hon. 
n1c•rnLers on ~,our "icL~ \Yill a~'TCe ~\·ith c--..-ery 
word I so,y. · 

The SPEAKI-:R : Orc1cr ~ 

:'.fr. ::\IORGA:\: '] he• h :n_ mc•mb ·r fer 
Ipswich read an a paper in 
rcspec~ to the <...:n_,·lit fH'C\'"liling 1n 
Russia, and I ha Ye hl'n_~ a book 0111 itlccl 
"Tho PraeticP and Th _orv of Bolshc-..-i"m.' 
b:-~ B~rtrand Russc-lL a g;c~tlcnH1Il \Yho ~\ycnt 
to R.usc~ia, with a clele, .. atiDn con i:3ting of 
1abDaritC';; to inquire into thl' conditio.il~ 111 

that pan of the world. 

Ivir. CoLLix;:.;: And a rn n i hP B1·iti::-h 
GoYcrn~1Jent put in pri~' Hi duri11g the \\ ,tr. 

l\Ir. :\IORGA:\: Thar shmn that I am not 
quoting frorn a biased son rct', but from a 
f'Onrce that i_" favoarable to tlF• ho11. n1Prnbcr. 
This is a quotat1nn tlL' book in con-
nection with chi1cl in l-lns:;;ia~ 

" To \Y'ith, it rnust l1c relll0n1-
bf'l'ecl it i3 nccc·~sarv to adn1it that 
chilurc·n shonlrl be deJi,:crecl up alnw't. 
entireh' to the State. 2\Jomi!'a!lv. tho 
r~tothc,_: still C.Jl11 ·s to see her child in 
the"'' sdwol"'· but j_, actual f,_ct the draft­
inp; of chilclrt_il to the countrv n1u:;:;t intcr­
,~Pl1c, and th(~ \Yho:c tc1nper of the .\uthori­
tif', ~ecmcd to be dircc-. -d to\\Trtrds 
breaking the lint:: betwe-en n1othcr and 
child.'' 

Tlw SPEAKER: Ck-ckr' Order! I allo" cd 
an hon. uwmbu· to n -;d an cx:trnct that \Y8S 

r latin~ to the BilL Lu~· the extract. the hon. 
m.en1bcr js no;.y l'L'adil>g hr., no relation to 
the Bill at alL 

~fr. }IORG.\:~~: You n1nst udrnlt. ~~L·. 
Rpcake>·, th01t ic bears on the child life of 
Hnssia. 

The SPF..\KER: Ordn! 0l'der 1 

:'\It. MOHGAl'\: It "oe>; LJ sho"', in re,pcct 
of the c)ndition~; pre\-ailing in Ru;',ia, ihnt 
thn :;.y:;::t.E.•tn adop:- d 1s the sarnc L thar; which 
tak0s~ th0 poJdy c(df ny fJ'Oln its n1other. 
and it rH:vcr srt its rnothcr again. (Lai;ghter.) 

Th0 SPE~\ICEit: Ord-~r t Order! 

[Jir. Ji organ. 

:\h. J\IORGA:'\1: I nm vel'y \'leased fhat 
th;s Bill has been introduced, and I intclHl to 
r;ivc it n1y snppor!-. A few a111 llllnH•nts n1ay 
be and I feel ""'" t!JC J\Iini't"r 
\\ill giYe an) ·ndrncnis consiclcra-
tioll. It i a Blll that has long i r qnircd, 
ar1d is one which "Will have n bcucficial effect 
in th(• conntry, and ~.Ti1l a.-3ist in a thEt 
11othing this GoYernnll'nt or <•n: .. ; o;hcr 
nlcut haxe done to induce pe-ople' tn 
in the bush. 

-:\Ir. D'C~\A'I'A=" (Oympir): I a•n o·larl to· 
:rear 1lH: gcucral ap11roval ;~~nvani:::-
thi:' D1Cl''urc. It is <'lnothcr proof ln all 
pracii 1 J -s aficc.inc: rhc country the 
Gcrrennnc nt th,~ \'.ay. The' n Jl ucccr 
of thi:: i.chL•me to a largO c-~h::nt -,-iJ1 dt~pC'lld 
upon the an1bulanec brigadt : throughnn~ tho 
State, _:n·ough the f<JcilliiC'~ they _ iYc f~n· 
tran::;it frmu country distt·icts far frntn rall­
v.~ay:-; iuto the to\YnS \VhcrC' t}w (' lwuH.s will 
Le -establi~hed ancl. when) nurcinr~ hotnl~ art: 
ah·Padv in exi~tencc. The a1nbnlnnec bri-
gade., 'will largcl; help to inc- the activi. 
tlPs of tlH-'Sf' homes, and to n extPnt 
will a-"i"t in C:'lrry.ing thctn o:.:tt in an eff~,c~ 
tivc n1annrr. Therefore, I v.-ish to t'rnphas1se 
the point I p1cyiously mad0 ihat tlw aml.ml­
ancc brigade:-~ urc wor~.h~, of turther ~urrport 
fron1 the State. particularly from i he ~OLU~C' 
fron1 which the bmmitnls at prc .,·nt obta111 
a b rg-~-· a n1ount of their funds. n n c1 _l hopv 
the Home Secretary in th_, f11turc \Ylll tr,kc 
that fart jnto rf'cog;nition a~ld Sl'~ that the 
Rrrlhulanc" brigades rPc~iYP f1nar:ctnl ~npport 
frou the fund:::; of the State in orde1: tn .tnako-
this >-<::hC'lll the ___ 'C'C'S~' i'h~t ·,yr h(.p·~ 1t Yl,~1lJ b<::. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBEHT:~- (l'itts1rorth): 
Like th0 hon. rncn1bcr for C~~, npie. ,l think 
that a e-reot deal of the euccc:·' of tne bt1sh 
nursing- homes or hospitalf' 'nll d0pc 1d . on 
tlw excdlent work that C[Ul lw clone by rh<> 
an1bula.ncc brigades. Those 1Yho bY" n: the 
cc~untrv districts know that the ..:.\nlbntnl~c~­
Brigadcs traYd ver~.· long dif":btn:·<,>s !·n aP.;o,l~t· 
irt ~ll ~·a;:0s of illn03': and also renner very 
yaluable a~ .;i;:::t.ance \YhC'n it is lH'C~ ·c..s;lry fc~r· 
1nnnen to get to a. hospita 1 at a n1o1nC'nt s 
notice. I trust, thcrdorc. that the Ho '1f 

Dcpar.tlnC'nt or the ~l:ini::ter w~10 :1:~·~l be 
adltinistcring- th1s R1l1 \Yt1l npprf'r-l~tLf: the 
Pxct•lh•nt 1;ynrk clone by the arnbul an et 
hrip-adcs throughout t~10 _Stah'. n!orc 0sp~ 
ciu!lv in the cc;untry c\Jstnc. S .• It " \Y<11lc1Cl-

., ful 1.vhat the ambn\anrc Un_g~lc~c-. 
[3.30 p.m.] can do. I com- from a chstnd 

in which \YC haYC a lot of black-
soil roads, and t1hoso who the plc-a~nn5· 
of trRvelling blackcoil aftn 2 or 3 
inch?s oi rain ,,·ill know hnw bad they are 
to tr 'Vel o!l. In spit'' of o 1l wc~t hN the 
~n1bnlance briO'ades travel alonr thu "_' re ul· 
to assht ( a~c ~ vof thi::~ kinfl. I hope tl1nt, the 
:;\Iinister will rcrogni:;:,_.. tlJ" .~'llbnlnnce 
brigade.~ dcs~rvc . son;e . fnnn the-: 
Govcrnn1cnt 1n this chrcchon. 

Thcro is a~lothf'r important 1r.aHcr \Yl1i~l1· 
I would like the Govcrnn1rnt tn attf_:ld t0 __ In 
resprct to tho<::c nursing bom<_ . \ ''}'.\' fc,;,' 
people SC'C'ITl to rf'c?gnl_sc tl:P Illll>;;r!·ancc 

1
;:£ 

t( \pphonic cornrnuniC:l.tJon Hl ontl)·n:g <u~­
trirt~. Tho::-;c of us who rcprE'"·'n', 
district~ find thnt jt seems to br tlH' 
of the Postal Depa.rtn1cnt. to put ob· . 
th·' wav of people sc('nring tc'le}Jho .1c emn­
m-:.1n1ration in ontl~Ting district~. I hrrYc' 
rather keen for many ,vcnr:-> al:ont 
~,orn~~ cheaper method of t0lcp1--onic C"Y:' .truc­
tion proYi-ded in country di~tricts. I do not-



"~I atcrnity Bzll. [26 Sb:PTEMBER.] Jli[aternity B~ll. 1871 

mean that we should con,truct telephone lines 
in the larger centres of p0pulation on the 
lines I suggc· ted in re gad to country dis­
tricts; bnt there sho\ild be common sense 
.brou;:ht to bf·ar in the construction of tcle­
phowl lines. which should nDt cod from 
£80 tD £100 a mile, as we ar~ told they do 
at present. I urge upon the Government 
the dcsirabilitv of their rcpre,cnting to the 
Conunonwcalth Governn1ent the nec-e sitv for 
telephonic communication being given in 
countrv di~tricts to a far greater 0xtent than 
jt is clt present. I 'vou1d also like to haYe 
an assurance from tho J\Iinister: that, until 
this scheme is put into Dpontion ID its fnll 
extent. nothing will be clone to interfere 
\vith midwivc· operating at the present time 
in country districts. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::Y1IXES: I can giYe you 
th, t assurance. 

::IIr. J. H. C. ROBRRTS: I am glad of 
that, because some people say ihat only 
qualified nur,,es should be t!lowed to attend 
these case~. I kno'"v of many won1en in 
countr· dbtricts 1\·bo art as nlidwivc::.. and 
I doubt verv much \Yhcther manv of the 
trained mn--cc. kr.ow as much of lho- work as 
they do. They an' the moans of r "ving 
n1any women's lives in outlying di -;tricts. 
I am very glad to see the Government intro­
ducing a Bill of this nature. I hope that 
the ti'me is not far distant when manv of 
the outlying districts will be provided 'with 
a Government building where ca&C's of this 
sort can be attended without women beillg 
called upon to travel long distances to get 
medical aid. I \muld like the J\1inister to 
give us the assurance that something will be 
done in regard to medical practitioners in our 
small coll.ntry to\\·ns. Sydney. Melbourn<', 
and Adelaide universitioo are, I under:,t •nd. 
turning out a largo number of medical 
students. and th<' lack of medical practi­
tioners is not as kcenlv felt now as it \Yas 
fiftcf'n or twenty years a'go. It was then quite 
a common thing for a cou:utry town to give 
a guarantee to a medical man for a period 
of three, four, or five years if he wcultl 
practise in that centre. If it should be neces­
sarv in districts which are far awav from 
\vhat one might call the ordinary ame~itin of 
civilisation, I· hope that tlw Govermnent will 
seC' their wav clear in this connerbon to 
as.ist the resi{lents in a newly settled district 
,dwre the majorit,- <Jf the people are working 
bard in order to n1ake a suecec.;; of their 
undertakings, and where they, perhap< meet 
with a dr<Jught the fir.,t ycer and find it 
clif!icult to pull ronnrl. \Yhen a mcdinl man 
asks for a guarantc<:~ before going to such 
a. placP, I hope that the Gm·ernment will 
lwlp thre people in regard to the guarantee 
to be giYcn. The medical man is the first 
essential in a countrv district. The whole 
communitv feel safe i.f they know that there 
i::; a med~cal man v:ithin ~a reasonable dis­
tance, so that, in the event of illm,, ', they 
can get medical attention \' ithout delay. I 
am Yf'ry pluscd the Bill has been introduced, 
and I will give it my support. 

:'\fr. COLLJNS (TJrnccn): I am very 
pleased to hear the complimentar:· remarks 
made by Opposition members with rer;ard to 
this measure. 

l\Ir. }!oRGAN: This is our policv. 

1\Ir. COLLIKS : I am pleased to soe them 
0ndorsing the Labour party's platform. I 
heard the hon. member for l\1 urilla claim 

that it was their platform. If it is the· 
Country party's platform, all I can r,ay is 
that tlwy arc following in our footsteps. 
The humanitarian h•gislaiion which we have 
r)a"sed frorr1 time to tin1e is in acrordance 
\\ith our platform. I had better quote the 
plank of the platform so tlwt hon. members 
oppo · i to will kno.,, w hero this party rs 
go1ng-

" :--J ationrdi~at.ion of hospitals and 
nmbulanu~s, the medical, chemical,_ 
O<"nbl, optical, and nursing profe· sions, 
and allied service,.::;, and charitable insti­
tution"·." 

Then further <Jn-
"' E~tablishrnent of St:1te mothp•·s nnd 

in fa uts' homos, for the better protcdion 
of infant life." 

\Ye nre going skp by step towards our goal. 
~ t the next Ln bour confPr0nCc', which rneets 
in Quec•JC.-land. we shall have to consider the 
ac/yj ,c:biliiy of bringing our platform mDre 
up to date. se0ing that w· are placing so 
many of our planks on the st::ttute.book. 'l'he 
rca_·on wh,· this mea3uro has boon delayed is 
brcanse all n forrn rests upon finance. You 
cannot carry out reform without bein" able 
to finance it. \Vc have to fine! tlw nc,cessarv 
nH'ans to flnance this pronosaL I vvas su;­
pri,cd at thrc hon. member for \Varwick 
giving· the Bill his blessin;;. became he must 
know that the r·:'hf'me is foiny to bo financed 
from tlH " Golden Ca,ket " fund . The 
£200,(!00 mentioned bv the .Minister is, I take 
it, coming from that source. 

:1 Ir. :\IonoA:'i: He did not say SD. 

1\[r. COLLI::-.JS: Perc:m~lly, I h 'VC nD 
objc~tion, bPrausc it is golng to do g·ood 
to the eonntry parts of Queen lrt'ld. It is 
just as well to remind hon. members oppcsite 
that we rcpre ent the cduntry parts of this 
Strd, 'The hon. men1bcr for G r{'r:ory rcpre­
~ent- nn e..rPa larger than the whole of the 
Oppc>sition put together. We reprc·ellt the 
country parts of Queensland. 

Mr. MonGA:<;: I challenge that statement. 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S: I represent a large country 
district ; therefore, we can speak on behalf 
of the requirements of the country districts. 
\Vo undPrstand what pioneering moans. I 
j0urnc:.·cd from time to time all over the 
Gulf country \vhen I was organising-not in 
motor nrs, but a large pmtion of it on 
foot. I know the conditions under which our 
countrv folk have to work and live. This 
Bill ha' m:- whole-hearted support, as it 
carrie< out our humanitaria.n platfor::1. Tlm 
hon. member for Ipswich made reference to 
Rmcsia, and that was followed up by tho 
hem. mcmb0r for Murilla. I am one of those 
who believe that the Russian people can 
govern themselves. 

I am not going to hurl inslllts agajnst a· 
great nation of 160.000,000 people. We kno" 
that they have got wonderful brain power 
there. and that thev are a wonderful coun­
trv, and thev are well able to look after the 
in.fant life of their countrv. \Ve are Dllly 
commencing to look after the infant life o.f 
0ur cDuntrv. As I said before. all reform 
rc•,ts on finance, and this seheme re.sts on 
the £200.000 which we are getting from the 
" Golden Ca,ket." If we did not have that 
money, then >ve would have to impDse some 
special tax to carry out this proposal. You 
cannDt carry out these reforms without pro­
Yiding the means for carrying them ouL 

Mr. Oollins.l 
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l-Ion. n1ctY1bcrs opposite are continually cry­
ing out against taxatlon. Perhaps that is 
ono of the caus0s which have dclaved the 
p[L"3age of this n1casure. At any ratC, it has 
come at last, and lot us hope it will accom­
plish all the good that is expected of it. 

Mr. FRY (Kur£lpr•): I would like to make 
a few olmcrvations on tho 111easure, more 
particularly from the st-·ndpoint of a criti­
cism of some of the things that surround the 
rncasurc~. \V n know that one of the baf'ic 
foods required in connection \Yith InatcrniL­
hmnes ;, milk food. The supply of milk food 
io orw of the things that h:•s occupied the 
attention of this Chamber·. \Ve have an Act 
on our statute-book which rc:.tricts the opera­
tions Df those engaged in dairying. with the 
object of seeing that pure milk is supplied 
to the people. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. gentle­
man will be in order in dealing with that 
matter in the Health Act Amendment Bill, 
but not on this Bill. 

Mr. FRY: I realise that it is a subject 
which can also be dealt with on the Health 
Act Amendment Bill, but I think it is also 
applicable :here, in view of the fact that there 
has been such a lot of discussion concerning 
tho Bill and the women it will benefit. Mem­
bers on the Opposition side are in accord 
with anything that is going to make the con­
ditions of life brighter and better for every­
one on an occasion which might be termed 
the holiest of occasions-that is, when a new 
being comes into the world. \V e should make 
the surroundings such as befit the occasion, 
so that, when a bright eoul enters the world 
which meY somo dav become ono of our 
leading men-probably a man who will sway 
the nation and perhaps s\Yay the world-the 
conditions should be such as befit even a 
king in the making. '\Vhilst the Government 
have been endeavouring to convince us that 
they have the welfare of these children at 
heart, they have really in actual fact been 
partlcs to \Yaiving the provisions of the 
Health Act so as to allow of the pollution of 
the milk that is supplied to the baby clinics. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. FRY: I have in my hand authority 

for what I am saying. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mf'm­
ber inay d(al with that subject on the Health 
Act Amendment BilL 

The SECHETARY FOB AGHTCULTURE: That is 
" terrible indictment of the farmer. 

l\Ir. FRY: It is not an indictment of the 
farmer; it is an indictaJent of the Govorn­
n1C11L Tho farmer is a clean-living n1an, 
but th" GDvernment oyerrido Acts of Pa~·litt­
ment in order to catch vote' at election time. 
and they oug·ht to be reprinnndecl in caeL:J 
-where they have sho''Tn leniency to ccrta5n 
men as compared with others. 

The SPEAKER : Orclor ! 

:Mr. FRY: \Vhon we were speakin::; a h. 1t 
t 1"o baby clinics a few clays ago. I :::aiJ that 
ir wa part of the scheme t!1at the Nationali~t 
p>•rty laid before the Honse, but it was not 
nctcrl upon. Members on the Oppoeitiun side 
are fair-n1inded n1cn, and they arc just as 
convereant with t,he affairs of the State 
and ·with home ljfe as any member sitting 
on th0 other side of the House. '{he m<m 
who sit on the Gpposition side are the men 
wl1o have blazed the track in Queensiand. 

[Mr. Collins. 

They arc the men who pioneered the <·ann­
try, and thoy have had sufficient oxpericnco 
to allow them to judge what is best; so thov 
baye a right to raije their voice in praisP 
of this motion. However, Mr. Speaker, I 
will take your advice and deai wnn this 
ma.tter \Yhcn the Health Act Amendment 
Bill comes before the Houee, and I hDpe my 
remarks will ha Ye th~ effect of brin::;ing. the 
Government to explam some of tho dubwus 
measures which they arc administering. 

Mr. KERR (Enogqera) : Before the second 
reading· has passed I would like to say that 
the JWOYisions CDntained in this Bill and the 
purposes outlined' here have been poached 
from the p1·ogramme of the K ationaliet party. 
(Government laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The Bill before 
the House is a simple Dill to deal with " the 
c~tablishmont and rnaintenance of maternity 
ho--pitals and baby clinics." The speeches of 
hon. member' are becoming largely a repe­
tition of what has been ,gaid bY previous 
speakers. I have no desire to curb discussion, 
but. I hope the hon. member will not pursue 
that line of argument. 

11r KRRR: I do not inte!)d to repeat 
anything that has been said in this Chamber. 
All the same, I intend to go about it in my 
own way. I repeat. the assertion which I 
haye just made, that the Government have 
seen fit on this occasion to poach on the pre· 
serves of the :"J ationalist parl·y. 

Mr. Du"'STA": That is certainly a joke. 

Mr. KERR: For the information of the 
hon. gentleman, I will read out a short extract 
frorn the Nationalist party's prograrnrne on 
which we went to the electors at the last 
elcd ion. There is no gaimaying the fact 
that this is part of the ::\fationalist party's 
progranrnle-

" (c) The Lstablishmont of nursing 
hmncs and a staff of n1aternitv nurses 
for the purpose of Yisiting place:s distant 
fron1 nursing hon1es. 

" (d) Extension of baby clinics." 

That has been on the :"Jationalist programme 
for some time. 1t is something that we have 
adYocated on a number of occasions in this 
House. because it is leg-islation that has 
been "anted for some considerable time. 

Dealing with the principles of the Bill, 
I see that clause 8 ftates that all the expenses 
of carrying the Act into execution shall be 
naid out of moneys to be appropriated by 
Parliament. If the money to carrv out this 
Bill is olJtained from the"" Goldor1 Casket" 
funds. amouuting to £150,000. that money 
must first of all be paid into the consolidated 
revenue, and then it will be appropriat<'d by 
Parliament. I undeestood from the Home 
Secretary some time ago that that money 
would be utilised for this purpose, and that 
it. would be Appropriated by l'arliam·,nt. 
\'I' e , hrrll ha Ye an opnortunity of finding· out 
hom the Estimates if that clause is correct .. 
and if it is going· to call on the revenue of 
the Stat" for a considerable amount of 
rnonr>y. If there is wmething wrong in that 
connection, it should be reme-died. 

I want to handle just for a moment the 
question of buildings under this Bill. I hope 
thnt the nolicv th>tt the Government will 
follow will be" a sound one and that which 
was followed bv the nrevious Administr<Ltion 
ur.d0r similar c.ircu1n~tanccs. To back: up rny 
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argument, I might quote the fact that in 
SCY< u yefl rs the a1nonnt sprnt by this Govern­
rnent from lorrn fnncls un school buildings 
\\"US £1,294,611. 

The SPE \ KER: 01'd('l· ! The hon. mcm­
l!cr n11:'5t connect his ren1a.rks -.":·ith the Bill. 

:VIr. KERR: l\1y r_mnrks arc connected 
with the Dill. H is proiJoscd to erect build­
ings under the mea urc out of revenue or 
loan rnoncy, and I a'n poj11ting out that it 
\Yould bo a good principle to use revenue 
fot the erection of thbc buildings, for the 
simple reason that they ,,-ill not be of a 
dire: lv prorlucti,-e nature. I agree that 
bringing a child into the world and keeping 
it lw dthy is a work of a productive nature, 
but it is not productive from a financial 
standpoint; and, if we are to add the 
expense of these buildings to our pub1ic 
debt, the interest is going to be consider­
ab!}- increa.,ed without any hope of return. 

I \\ ould also like to know whether the 
£5 b«by bonus is to be utilised in thc-.,e 
institutions. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : That is a 
Fedora! grant. 

Mr. KERR: That is certainly correct; 
but I Ull(~erstand the Govcrnlll!~'nt are going 
to charge people who can pay, and I am 
wondering whether the l\linister will give an 
assurance that the person who cannot afford 
to pay will he called upon to hand over the 
-B5 baby bonus. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI';ES: That is pro­
vided for in clause 7. 

The SPEAKER: 'l'he hon. member is not 
now dealing with the principles of the Bill. 

Mr. KERR: Clause 7 road<-

" Provided that no person shall he 
refused the benefits of an institution by 
reason of inability to pay thercfor." 

That brings me to the point whether it is 
proposed to claim the Commonwealth 
maternity allo>\ ance. I take it that is 
not the intention of the framers of the BilL 
I haYe here the Federal "Hansard," but 
I will not weary the House by reading it. 
It \vos made plain, however, that the grant 
of £5 was made to enable the mother to buy 
neoos,aries and get medical and other 
attention. 

Hon. '\V. FORGA'; SmTH : Do vou think 
thi6 Dill should relieve the Commonwealth? 

l\Ir. KERR: \Yhether it should is 
another matter. I know a proposal is before 
the Federal Parliament to make a reduc­
tion of the allo,yancc in the case of persons 
drawing a certain salary, bnt tha.t does not 
enter into our comideration of this Bill. 
It is interesting to !mm\· that in 1921 some 
300 more claims for the maternity allo" ance 
werB made than there were births in 
Queensland. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

:Vlr. KERR: It shows that not onlv the 
poor take advantage of the ma.ternitv allow­
ance, but that every person, rich or p'oor hrts 
:;ubmitted her daim_ for the payment, n~t as 
chanty, but as a nght. I think HJmething 
should he included in this Bill to disqualify 
cc,rtam persons from taking advantage of 
the Bill. Many persons \Yill say that is 
objectionable, but it is provided in the Bill 
that JWople who can pay shall do so, although 
1t does not lay down a maximum income 
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beyond \Yhich persons will not be able to 
rccei ve free trca tment under the measure. 
I think the Minister will be Y.-ell advised to 
insert a clause to that effect. '\Y c know that 
rich people are putting their children into 
the Children's Hospital without pa." ing any­
thing like what it costs to maintain them 
there. The same thing applies to the 
General Hospital, and the HlllO thing will 
appl:- to the maternitc• ho>pitals, and I am 
ad.-oL•O to the State being called upon to 
support the children of people \vho haYe 
1nouey to n1a.intain them. 

I am very pleased indeed to see the intro­
duction of c·uch a very neceesary social 
insuranc2, as it ·were,. and I am very pleased 
to soe that the Governmrent hav0 seen fit 
to exclude t,he throwing of any responsi­
bility on the local auth(lrities-a principle 
which the Opposition condemned on another 
Bill which was before us. 

l\lr. VO\YLES (JJalby) : This is a, very 
important matter, and one from which great 
benefits can come. It is contended by mem­
bers of every party that it is one of the 
planks of its platform. I have hc:ud hon. 
rnen1bers on t.bo Governn1cnt sido assert that 
it has been in their plalform for many 
year-'. Certainly it is one of the planks of 
the Countr3-' party platform, and conse­
quently one of those provisions \Yhich we 
are anxious to , eo put into effect. I would 
point out that tho principles of the Dill will 
become operative only in such districts o£ 
the State as may be proclaimed by the 
C 0\'ornor in Council for the purpo--es of tho 
measure, so that it will not he of general 
application. Notwithstanding tha,t the 
Government, as part of their policy, may 
offer these advantages to women and chil­
dren, the eqential point i, that up to date 
the onlv effort' which have been made in 
this dit:cction have been by the est;,blish­
mcnt of baby clinics in the cities, and tha,t 
during all tlw years they have boon in power 
the Government have not sought to pass 
legislation to ?"ivo then1 power to do any­
thing of this kmd in the country. 

Mr. DASH: What did your party do? 

:\1r. VOIYLES: That is the same old cry. 
After seven yeo rs the.v arc putting into 
operation their o\\·n platfmrn-at least. so 
thov sav. I should say, however, t.hat there 
scP~11S to be a desire on the part of the 
Government to take as man~' good things 
out of the platform of this party as _thov cal_l. 
They han' taken many good thlllg" thts 
se· si on, and this is not the least. 

The- Bill, as I have Rftid, nHth::r:'s proYisioll 
fur th0 c-<::abli~hrnent of rnnternit:v hospitals 
a 1ld babv c;inirs in the future in districh 
\rht-:·c th~ Act nw.v bo proclaiuH:cl. It n1ako~ 

]H'OYision. too, for thP ctppoint­
[4 p.m.] ment by the Gover;eor in Council. 

upon the recon1Inrn -lation of chtJ 
Public SPrYiee Coinnli~-clioner, of such rncdiraJ 
officer;-:~, n1cdical inspector·:, nursr-), and oiJwr 
officer as nrP fl'oujre·rl fol~ the r{fpctua1 execu­
tion of this A~t. It also authori •c-s 'he 
:\Ijni~tcr t·J call upon officers j11 other dcpar-.:.­
Incnts to do what~·· er "\.York is rcqn1red in 
connection ·with in.q:)('ction or y ·luation, or 
the pr_·paration of pla.ns, :::pccjfirations, or 
r·~tin1ntcs of propo~n.J buildings. Then it 
say""'-

"The GoYcrnor jn Council rnaY frou1 
time to time 0Stabli~h in ~Uf'h pJac-0 rJr 

places as n1ay be decn1rd expc..•dicnt 

J1J r. Y ol"l·~ s.] 
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within a district, whether in a"·0ciation 
with and as part of a hoopital ectab­
lished by the GoYernment or the man­
agement whereof has been assumed by 
the GoYernment or otherwise-

(a) 1fatcrnity hospital, for the recep­
tion, care, and treatment ef rnid­
wifery case~ ; 

(b) Hospitals for the treatment of 
diseases peculiar to \YOrncn; 

(c) Ante-natal and baby clinic.;; 
(d) Trainin?:" schools for nurst ') in 

n:ich~ ifcry
1 

in di' ~~a~cs peculiar to 
""-''Omen, and in malt _rs a.Lte-naL• 1l 
and po~t-n tt:o l relating to rncthf'r­
hootl an·d infant lift.•; 

and n1 ·y equip, 111:H.!.agc, rnainf-(1in, 2-nd 
control the frtH!2. '' 

It pro\Tidl·-, spcciall:, that tJ1c Gv,-0r'1Jil' in 
Coun•·il 1nav 1nake such as h~· dc:m"!~ 
cxp_ client fOr the C'n.re and nu,_·-
jng of n1others 8nd infant life in ren1ot2 
places. 1'hat is yery indefinite. I ,,culd 
likP to krro'• what It reallv mo,,n-, So far 
a . ..; I Lall see, there c111 be. r:o hnrd aqd-fast 
rule: every case will have to be dealt with 
on iu rnerit.~. 

The SECRETARY FOR ?,liKES: That i' so. 

1Ir. VO\VLES: In many placu there arc 
no qualifwd nur.3es; the further you go ou-t 
the further nway yot; gPt from qualific-·l 
nurses and medical rnen. In those instances 
greater hardships occur tho.n wou;d occur 
under othl'r conditions. The facts ha Ye to be 
facNI as they present thcmseln· ·. \Vhen an 
infant is about to be born. YOrY often the 
mother has verv little saYed. and she has to 
make the best' of the situation. E':isting 
hospitals may use their pn ';lent premisE~,, or 
the,;· may prO\·ide further baildiw; , and the 
cost of th0sc is to be borne out of the fund 
or defra ved bv the G<Jycrnmclll. Then nro­
vision is u mad0 in Tf'B'ard to the n1o'H~~- nCrcs­
sa.r-;y to mePt the cost of m:1lntcnanC'0. nlan­
agcment. and upkeep of anv such hospital, 
in reg-ard to which it se,v• that the Go·.-crn­
n1cnt --rna:v contribute snrh sum~ as are fronr 
time to ti "Tie approprirr t0d for the purpose. 

I quite agre<· \vith the last speaker on the 
question of the nooney beinp: furni heel h-,· 
1nca··B of the "Gold0n Ca:-k0t." That is 
not the r;pirit of the Bill. \Y c Fer<' told a 
few minutes ago that, had it not been for 
the "Golden Caskrt, n it torould not ha Ye 
been poc,ible for the GoYernment to give 
thfc ,e adYantages to people i::1 rC'LlOtt_ plac~:-:. 
The Bill di -tincth- tells m that whateHr 
n1onc:~s an' rcquir8d for th0 operation of this 
Act a r8 to be found b'7 Parlia~nt:nt. I do not 
-:.ce ho\Y Pa.rlian1cht can sppropriat:~ n1on2~ 
which hGs bc,en raised b-- the " Golden 
Caekct." ~ 

'fhe SECRETARY FO~ l\1r~E3: \Yhcrc i> the 
"Golden Casket" mentioned in thi' Bill? 

Mr. VOWLES: It i•, llat i.J,,t 
a good deal ·has h'2Ltl said it bv hon. 
n1emb0rs on the GoYern1nent In. reply 
to a que'. t"ion by nlL\ one GoYernm: n:- nwm­
b0r sttid that were it not for the "Golden 
Casket " it would not be poS'' iblc for the 
Government to giYe these consider<ttions to 
the people in the country. rThe hon. n1cmb(_'r 
for Bov:cn said that. I point out that there 
is no prnvi--ion for th0 use of any rnonev"' 
except those appropriatecl bY Parliament. ·I 
can undor.-tand that it would be pos,iblo for 
these monevs to be gi,·en to ho"Jital com­
mittr<'s in the form of a grant for the purpose 

[Mr. Vmdcs. 

of tht' bqildings themselves. but tlw cost cf" 
upk:cep must be dehaved out of the fund 
appropriated by Parliament. 

The SECRE7ARY FOR J\1INES: That is so. 

1lr. VO\VLES: The Bill is indefin:•c; 
1'cgcnding· the rate of sub:-:icly. If count" ·y 
ho:::pitals are going to be a ked to undcrta;:e 
the u· .~ of their O\ND building or the creati(JYJ. 
of additional buildings for this purposn, Jt 
·would be \visc to let thcn1 kno\Y dcfinit~:.'lv 
-what the subsid,\- i~ to be. Tv J pound-· for on'c 
is the usual suhsid- for hospitalF, The J\1in­
i.~t0r HHl:V say that, undPr tho::.c ro.!lditions., 
th· public arc asked to find a large propor­
tion of the cost of the blJikEng of v ho·-_21ita!, 
but in regard to additions or row buildir..gs 
th0 whole of it will b,, fou"'cl bv the Govern­
me-nt. It would bo better if. i;1st0ad of sav­
ing that the Government will contribute such 
sums as are from time to tim'.' appropriatr-i 
for the purpose, the rate of subsidy WCJ"c'· 

definitely stated. Tho committees of the 
institutions would then know exact! - what 
they were doing. ' 

This is a Bill for \vhich I wish a speedy 
pas:=-agc. So far as I can sec, it is a very 
desirable measure, regarding- ''"hich we are 
all in agreement. ' 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

CooDIITTEE. 

(Jfr. Kiru.·an, Rrisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauee 1-" Short title ''-put cmd passed 

Clause 2-" Interprctation"-put and passed. 

Clause 3-" Constitution of districts "-pnt 
and passed. 

Clause 4-" L1ppointment of officers"­

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (A'rut 'l'oowoomba): 
Do these appointments relate to hospitals 

.which are already in existence? 
The SECRETARY FOR 2\lr;;Es: No. 
Clause put and passed. 

Clause 5-" Establishment by Government 
of hospital.c.;, .i·c. "-

1\lr. BEBBINGTOJ"\ (Drayton): I have an 
a1nendrnent to move to th:.-:; cl.v uso ,,·hich I 
ern quit' ,m·e the :Yiinistcr will acc:pt. The 
Bill HHl)' prm·ide for the granting of a sub­
sid~v to existjng ho,,pitals, but it does not 
make it plain. I beg- to moYe the in""?rtion, 
on line 31. after the word "Government," 
of the following words:-

"or b) the g1·anting of a subsidy." 

The SECRETARY FOR :YII:\"ES (He,;,. 
A. J. Joncs, Faddinyton): The amendment 
is quite unnecessary. I ask the hon. member 
to read subrlause (4) of clause 6, which says-

" In connection with an: such hoopit,ll 
the c.cpital co.,,t of the purcha a and erec­
tion m' other acquirement of the neccs­
, rtr)" site and buildings and all necessary 
equipment th0rcof shall bo defrayed bv 
the Government; and toward the annu.1l 
cost of the maintenance. management, 
nnd upke''P of <tny e•rch hospital the 
Government n1a ~ contribute sueh sums as 
nr0 from time to time appropriated for 
the purpose." 

The amendment v:orild add to the Bill some­
thing whic):l is not nececsary, and which does 
not make It any better. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Clause 5 put and passed. 
Clause 6-" Jilstnbl·islun1 nt of maternity 

ho,•pital.<J by committees''--

Mr. KERR (Hnogycw): I beg to moyc the 
inccrtion in subclauso (4), line 20, page 3, 
after the ·word "Governn1cnt," of the words 

"from the consoliJatcd rcYcnue of th· 
State." 

\Vhcn I was speaking on the second read­
ing of the Bill l \\as prcYcntecl from ,-of er­
ring to the fact that CP.rtain building; of a 
non~ productive nature 'Yere hcin~r ~ rccted 
out of loan InonPv. That has bC·~'ll rnorc 
C"-pccially the cas~ during the last ~nYcn 
ycrtr ·. During that. period a um of 
£1.214.000 wa3 ( Ypcndcd from loan funds, 
and £726,000 was expended from revenue. 
In previous years feveral rnillion pounds 
"·ere spf 11t frorr1 reYennc. and a Yf~r.v small 
sum· y,·as spent from lo:m funch. l think the 
time is now opportune to prevc•nt the estab­
lishment of such buildings as will be neces­
,,ary under this Bill from being carried out 
by loan money. Loan money should only 
be spent on productive works. The revenue 
should bear the burden of erecting these 
lmi!ding.s. The GO\·ernmont should be com­
pelled to live within their means. and they 
will not live within their means if they are 
going to n1eet revenue coinn1itments out of 
loan mon0y. rrhat is n1y reason for Inoving 
the amendment. 

The PRE~riER : It is a very unwise restric­
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'-JES (Hon. 
A. J. JonPs. l'adilin(Jton): I do not propose 
to accept the amendment. The hon. gentle­
man spoke at some length on the second 
reading of_ th,? Bill wjth,out adva!'cing an] 
ar 0 Ulllt :1t 1~1 _~_aYuur or tne amendment. lt 
would Le foolish to restrict the operations of 
the Act by such an amendment. I am not 
g-cing to ar;5ue the point with the hon. gen­
tlennm. I regard tho amendment as some­
vrhat of an obstructive character. The hon. 
gcl'tloman himself described the Bill as a 
peefcct mea urc, therefore. 1Yhy hamper it 
vvith this mnondment? I do not propose to 
llcccpt .;n amendment to restrict the Bill in 
its operations with respect to such a '~.Vorthy 
object. 

Mr. KERR (Eno(f(!em): I cxprcS'Jed my 
agreement with the Bill. My amendment is 
not obstructive at all. The remark by the 
Minister is quite unjustified, and I am not 
going to be accn·ed of obstructing this Bill. 
Instead of speaking on the second reading 
for my full time of forty minutes, I took 
only sev-en or eight minutes. 

The l)RniiER: That is a novelty. 
:1Ir. KERR: I &m not going to be accu~od 

of obstructing the Bill. I have mov-ed the 
amendment to protect the State ctgllinst tho 
(;oycrnmcnt. Loan monev should not be 
inn:-;tod in such a \Ya / a's to increase the 
interest payments on o;1r public debt. The 
time i_; rjpc '"hen \VO should coa~~ expendi­
ture for such works as the ;e from loan 
lT!ODOy. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\fr~:ES : I will give you 
an acsurance that no loan moncv will be used 
in connection with this "ork. \V ill that do?. 

1\Ir. KERR: If the :Minister is prepared 
to do that. he should accept the amendment. 
It is merely a protection clause. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN S:mTH: The hon. member 
ic; trying to strangle the Bill and make it 
inopera ti vc. 

Amendment (Jir. K err) put and negatived. 

::Ur. BELL (Fassifern): I would ask the 
1\Tinister hov1 the Govcrnn1ent intend to 
finance or subsidise tbo various hospitals con­
clnctinr· 1natcr11itv wards. I wonld like to 
clir, e-t his attcnti~n to a ho .pi tal which did 
not participate in the distribution of "Golden 
Ca·ket" funds. becau·e it was in a good 
financial position. I refer to the Boonah · 
Hospital. That hospital "·as penalised 
because its finances wore kept in a sound 
condition. The I:I01ne Secretary, in rLply 
to an application for participation in the 
funds, cta.tcd under date 30th August, 1922-

" Sir.-I ha ye the honour to inforni 
;-ou that the distribution of the first 
i:rwiot} of the proceeds of the ' Golden 
Ca,ket' Art Union for the current finan­
cial year has been made, the hospitals 
participating in the distribution being 
those which are in a weak financial posi­
tion. Your hospital's financial position 
is such that assistance from the ' Golden 
Casket ' funds for the current year is 
deemed net to bo required, and for that 
reason your hospital has not been in­
cluded in this year's distribution." 

That is not a fair proposition at all. That 
hospital was penalised because it had an 
energetic hospital committee who had made 
provision for the future. The money from 
the "Golden Casket" funds could have been 
n -eel in oxtrmding the hospital, and in erect­
ing additions which are very badly needed. 
The committee have carried on in a prudent 
wav, at all times meeting the needs of the 
district; but they have not bpon able to 
recom1nend certa'in improYen1ents, because 
the; would seriouslv affect their financial 
pos.ition. For carryillg on in a prudpnt, way 
they have been penalised. Is this sort of 
thing going to continue' If it is, there will 
be no inducement for any hospital committee 
to be energetic and collect funds. If they 
do, they will be penalised. It would be very 
much better for them to expend their funds 
in erecting the necessary improvement'. fo1· 
then the,- caul d claim some share of the 
" Golden- Casket " funds. I hope the Minis­
ter will give an assurance that the hospital 
will not be so trea tcd in the future. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\HNES (Hon. 
},. J. Jones. l'arlrlington): I understand that 
the Home Secretary, in the first place, dis­
tributed the " Golden Casket " funds on a 
maintenance coJt basis. Some of the hospi­
tals received fairly good sums. When the 
most recent distributions wore made it was 
thought that some hospitals had more money 
than the,v required for this year, a!ld the 
method of distribution adopted was b_v giving 
money to those hospitals thot vv-ero most in 
need of it. ProbabL the Homo Secretarv's 
i1rst distribution wa's the more jnst. The 
hospital mentioned by the hon. gentleman 
wcs not the onh- one sin,-Jr··l out. It was 
not singled out iwd penalised. 

:\Ir. BELT": The Ho'lle Secretary said that 
all he" pitals would participate. 

The SECRETli.RY FOR MI~ES: So they 
did. Until the recent distributions that 
hospital received its share of the funds on a 
n1aintenance cost basis. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiur,:Un): I move the 
omir.,ion, on lines 23 and 24, page 3, of the 
words-

" l\1a v contribute such sums as are 
from ti.me to time appropriated for the 
purpose.'' 

Jfr. ][organ.] 
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with a Yicw to inserting the words-
" Shall contribute two pounds for each 

ono r:?nnd subscribed by local subscrip­
t! ons.-

\Ye ha Ye that principle in force with r< 'pect 
to our local hospitals which haYe not been 
nationalised by tho Government, and a 
3irnilar vrovision should operate in connec­
tion with maternity hospitals. It ,.·ould be 
quite unfair for the GoYernrnent to grant 
£2 for oach £1 wbscribod towards the ma,in­
tcnancc of gcncra1 hospitals, and then erect. 
a maternity ward and only subsidise it to 
the extent of one-half or one-third of the 
nj1keep, and, wher·· the people happen to 
bo charitably disposed, to donate nothing 
at all. 

The PREMIER: Some hospitals may be 
·entitled to a greater subsidy than others. 
A hospital which is established in a district 
where there is only a spar~e population may 
J'e<Juire a greater rate of subsidy than other 
hospihls. 

Mr. :MORGAN: There are only two just 
11 ays of financing hospita,ls. One is by 
nationalising all hospitals and making them 
a charge on the consolidated revenue; the 
other is by contributing a certain propor­
tion, according to the amount subscribed 
locally. It is not a right thing that people 
who are cha.ritably disposed and recognise 
their responsibilities towards those in dis­
trees should be penalised by another section 
Df the community who neglect their duty. 

The PREMIER : Even members on your own 
side have advocated commencing in far 
distant places. T,hat is quite right, and the 
hospitals in those place-> will require more 
assistanee than others. 

Mr. MORGA~: The records will show 
that countr;· hospitals in the fu distant 
places arc financial. They have never gone 
to the Government, like the city hospitals, 
and asked the Government to tak<' them 
oyer. All the hospitals in my electorate are 
financial; because the country people are 
more charita,bly disposed than the people in 
the city. The people in the city consider 
it to be the dutv of the Government to 
finance the se imtit~ltions. \Yhen tho.y are in 
a bad wa•·, along comes a deputation to the 
1\Iinistcr pleading poverty. and saying, 
"\Ye arc not able to meet our responsi­
bilities. and, unless you tako over the 
hospit J, ,. e \vill have to close it up." No 
man "'ill ,,J1ow a hospital to be closed up 
and the sick be forced to go without medical 
attention. Ko G-ov'2rnmcnt 'n'ill permit a 
hospihl to be closed up. A;; a matter of 
policy, the Governn~cnt, no matter v~hat 
Government it might bo, would be forced to 
grant assistance to snrh an jnstHution. I arn 
ono of tho e who b-Jieve in helping those 
\vho help themsdves. I do not believe in 
encom·aging people to impo-o on the Govern­
ment or on an·7 section of the C\Jll1!nunity. 
A' present the "cl a nac loaves it open to too 
much politica-l contl'ol. TbPre nuty be son1e 
hosnital which is financialh· cmbarraesed, 
and, if an apprc01l is mrcde to ·the l\!Iinister on 
the eye of an clceti on. in order to secure a 
certain amount of kndos for theie political 
candidrrtc, the Government are likelv to use 
the comolidated rcYcnue for tho purpose of 
a.,oi:,ting the ],ospitaL when the)· are not 
jl'stly entitled to do so. I hope t.he Minister 
wjll s0c thP justl('c of mv amendment, and 
af'('Ppt it. It is placing a· certain amount of 
rE-sponsibility on the local pco11le, and we 

[Jlr. NOT.!J011 .. 

should ]1lace a cc tain amount of respon<J­
bdity on tlw_ local fleoplP. Spen.king from 
a country point of VlO'Y\-, I say we arc pre­
parrd to :-boulder our share of the responsi­
bility. \"c do not '·'ant to be continually 
spoon-fed by the Goverm,:ont. This is a 
Yer.v liberal BilL as it proyid<·,; for the 
erection and fnrnishing of 1natcrnitv 'vards 
at the cost of the State. That "is fair, 
bccau~e it gi vcs tho same as', istanrn t.o the 
country rli~tricts a"- it clop~- to the towns: 
lmt it is not right to say tlmt the Uj1keep of 
babv c1inic~ or Inatcrnit·y homr; in the citv 
shail bo paid for oi1t of consolidated 
revenue, and that in countrv districts. where 
the people arc more charittib!y disposed, the 
GoYcrnm,.nt shall onlv rontribuL') one~ 
quarter of the cost of ujikcep. The Govern­
ment should be prepared to treat all s~ctions 
of the community alike. 

The SECRETARY FOR :HI~ES (Hon. 
J .. Jones, P(/ddinrrton): I do not propose 

tD ac•~ept the a,mendment. 

"\t 4.30 p.m., 

The CI-IAIR:\L\N: Undor the proYJSJom 
of Stanr!ing- Order Xo. 307 and of the SPs­
sional Ord"cr acT<' CO to ln· the li ousc on 
30th August, ( shall now' lea ,-c the chair 
and make my report to tho House. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIR}!AX reported progrc, '· 

Thn rr 'Umption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the 
sitting. 

QUESTIO~S. 

CIRCl:LAR ISSUED BY ACTTXG SEClii:T'l'Y TO 
PRovrsroKAL CouxcrL OF AGRICULTURE. 

:\h. J. H. C. J10BERTS (I'ittsl!'orth) asked 
the Secretary for Agriculture and S'·.ock--

" Does he consider the following ::tatc­
n1cnt. eontalned in a printed circ~1lar 
issuPd bY :\Ir. J. F. :\.kCaffro~·. act·in::r 
SC<'l''?tar\; -to th0 ProYisional Conr:cil of 
Agriculture, viz:-

Your c-•ntre r:.hould ha.Yc a Yoice in 
the election of councillors, because all 
primar~' producerR vti11 h0 ~ubjcct to 
the proYisions of the Act. \Yhcthcr 
111emb0rs of a R 'gistered Local Pro­
ducel_,' Association or not-

to be in a.ccorc1anco "'Nith his 
nH'llt n1a·clc in thi..: 1--Iou:-:.e 
Dill on 26th July, 1922, Yiz. :-

There iR no compuJ-ion for 
to come under the Bill?" 

stato­
the 

anyone 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl~LTURE 
.\ND STOCK (Ilon. W. I\. Gillies, FJflclw m) 
replied-

" Xot f':xact-ly; but <Hely thr> hononr­
nble· g12ntlPn1an doc3 not expert IDC' to 
scrutinlse C'Yf'rv line writ7-"n bv the sf'cre­
hu·v to the Pr;.,visional Council. Further. 
it should be obvious to the mo~t. i1Hhf-fer0nt 
QLwenslandcr that, while thPre is no 
cmnnulsion under the Act. t.hc artion of 
this 'organ1:--:~_iion must vitillly affp('t eYcr:,' 
prin1'1ry producer in the f!Ja_t.--.. henc0 the 
secretary·~ adYiCP. Tl.,, lw-tllitv of the 
honoura-ble u·0ntlen1an to the. ~chcn1e 
sug·gc ts the idea that he mu,>t be in the 
pay of ihe middleman." 
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TRANSFER OF CO}D!ONWEALTH FLOUR J\IlLLlXG 
Co}JPANY's BusiNESs TO Bmsn.\NE: EXPORTS 
AND Il\IPORTS OF \\"HEAT. . 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Eu,t Torncoom/)(1) 
asked the Secrctar7 for Agriculture and 
Stock-

" L Has he seen the Pros" reports of 
the intention of the Commonwealth Flour 
l\Iilling Cornpany hJ iransft~r the gr 'aU r 
portion of its n1illing- business to Bris­
bane, and that the "'\Yanvick Farmers' 
Co·operutivc :Hilling Company arc con· 
sidering the Ol'-tabli3lllnf'nt of a Co-opera­
tive Funnp1,~' ·~:ill :in Bri2banc? 

"2. As it i., "' -c.ted that the policy 
of tho Qu·remlawl \Yheat Pool io account. 
ablo for th .. change of loca6on, and as 
such centralising of milling in the city 
of Brisbane tends to further deplc'to the 
population of our rountrv dish·ic:,. will 
he irnmcd:intcly bring thiS n1attcr before 
the Agricultnral Council for their con­
sic] ·ration? 

"3. \Yhat i!lnnunt of \Yhcrrt hr:s been 
exported frorn the 1:7 -1~ J arn1ary, 
1922, to clai c' 

"4. \Yhat 
import c1 i·d-o 
san1o pcricc1 '?" 

wheat has bcc.n 
·nrl during the 

The RFX'R~TARY FOR AGRICL.:LTL.:IU~ 
AKD STOCK re ,,liecl-

"1. Yes. 

"2. Yes. 
" 3. 975,595 bushek 

"4. I'\o "\rhcat ha.s be(n in1port{•d frorn 
OYf'l'Sl'a~. Ko record i J ke11t of wheat 
l>rou~ht f!'Onl Southt>rn State-:, and to 
asc2rtain the quantity rnanifc sts for that 
period vvill ha\~ t.o be searched." 

hnnGRAXTS ARRIVED STNCE 1ST JAXC:ARY. 

Mr. SWAY:-..IE (Jfirani) asked the Chief 
SccrC'tar:v~ 

"L vYhat is the toLd ne1mbcr of immi· 
grants 1'. ho ha' c entered Queensland dur. 
ing the six n1ont hs conll11C'ncing 1st 
January laA? 

"2. Of lhis number, ho1v many v;rerc 
agriculturiRts or intending to ernbark jn 
agricultural op rations in Queensland?" 

The PHE:\fiER (lion. K G. Theodore, 
Chi/iayoc) replied-

" 1. 764. 
"2. Kearly all." 

CoxsTrTunox or BoARD FOR I'iKEJDL\:-1 
IRRIG.\TJO~.:- ARE_\. 

Mr. BEBBI:\GTO:'\ (Dra;;ton) aokcd the 
Treasurer-~ 

" 1. \Yas the• IJJkc rrnan Irrigation Area 
C'Ltbli~hcd nnci<'r th• \Vater c,mserva-' 
tiDn and L.:tilisation ~\et of 1910. as elated 
by the Auditor-Gc1cral' 

"2. As the Act nroviflPs for fo·u n1od~.-, 
of ppointing· a Board-

(a) B~· th~· apJlojnfm0nt of a loeal 
::uthorib., c;r tl 1~. :.t+r'r anthorit;- h. Ying 
iurj,clirt.i(Jl1 within 11K ~H'C'<l t~} be the 
\YrHr'r S;.r, ,pi-- Board: 

(h) By "~lw nnpoin,rnr'nt of the n1nm~ 
bers of the Board bv the GoYcrnor in 
Council; · 

(c) B,· the election of the members 
of the Board by the ratepayers within 
tho ar0a? 

(d) Bv the election of some members 
of the 'Board and tlw appointment of 
others-

will he sa v under which Df the'·, modes 
th~ Inkdrrum \Yatcr Board was appoint. 
c-d ?" 

The TRF.ASUH.EH (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chillauo•) replied-

'' 1. YC"'1. 

'' 2. The Board consists of three n1cm­
bers, t•ro of whom are cl ctcd by the· 
ra:c•paycrs and one appointed by the 
Gon.?Tnur in Council." 

CoxTROL AND CcRRIC1:L1:}I OF vVoRKERS' 
EDLCATIOXAL A~ JOCIATIO:~. 

::Ylr. VOWLES (DuiiJ!I) U5kcd the Secretary 
for Public In·,truction-

,, 1. Rcff'rring to the increase in the 
vot~ for the \Vorkcrs' Educational As3o­
ciatiDn fmm £1.700 to £3,000. and his 
,,taten1C'nt appearing in the ' Courier ' 
of 22nd September, 1922-: That the· 
\Yorkcr;-.-' Educational ..:\,:o:socHt1tion -was 
really controlled lr: the Senate of the 
tJniY~crsity of Quee~sland '-1~ it ~ fact 
that the last annual report of tlw dll'ector 
of this as··ociation contains the followmg 
pa,.,,age :-

Our relation to the trade union e1nd 
Labour moYcment has. dnrino; the past 
voar. shown a slight irnprovc1nent. the 
r~umbcr of a.ffiliatCd organisations hav­
ing incrca~cd frmr1 fifteen to nineteen? 

" 2. Is ' l\:Iarxian Econon1ic:::' one of the 
su~)jects ~auy;ht .,under the auspices of 
this a:.SO{'Hlhon ?' 

The SECRKl'ARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRCCTI0:-..1 (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) 
replied-

" 1. :-..lo report of the nature indicated 
was issued bv the Director of the \York­
cr6' Educational Association. I under­
stand. hoc,ycycr. that such a <·tateme1_1t did 
appear in the laot annual r:port lbSued 
by the council of that a~<ocwbon. 

"2. Ye·~, this is the g0ncral title under 
which all schools of economic theory are 
explained." 

AnYEHTIRIXG STATE RE.,OT:RcES rx " DAILY 
STA.0;"DARD." 

::\1r. T. R ROBEHTS asked the Premier­

,, 1. Is thC' paragra~)h appearing in the 
i"ue of the ' Dailv Standard' of 22nd 
Scptcrn ber, headed:._ 

"Ql~EEKSLAXD~S \YOXDERFCL 

BILTTIES. 

" A L\XD OF PTIO"\rJ:"E FOR J~TE:\DTNG 
RETTLERS. 

"Jli'':nng of ne;· arrirrr1s 1canf··1l to 
c?' 1': 'op ·h· r m"rc, !lously rir:h 

ar:· rs. 

charO'('(l ns an adYcrt:":!c~:tcnt? 

~ "2~ If · o ch'U'l,'Cc1, v.rhat is the cc't ?': 

T;1c l'HE::'vHER replied--­
" 1. y.,..p·;. 

"2. £7 10s." 
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SPEEC'H BY SECRET'·RY F.J3, AGRJCULTLRE I:\1 
SYDKEY Do-liAIN PnoTESTIXG ),.a ux;::.r 
JxrYc-~n·nrAL Por..rcy oF :.;rn\ So1~TH \1.-AL::s 
GOVERX:\tE~T. 

1\h. J. H. C. ROBERTS (I'ilt8wnrth), 
r~yithout notice, asked I\Ir. Bell (l'a.~· -·t:jcrn)--

" 1. \Yc~s he in the Svdne-v Dcn11.>in on 
Sunda::, 17th instant. \,·hen 'a ~.lr. \V. N. 
Gillics is reported to have nddre_.-~ed a 
1rrrgc l11Pcting in that place? I::. th0 .":"1r. 
Gillics referred to the 2au1c pcr~~on as 
the Secl'ctary for . .Agriculture of this 
State' 

" 2. Did Mr. Gillies reallv ha vc tho 
audacity to critici5e the action of tho 
Fuller Governn1ent in reducing the ·wages 
of the workers of Nevv South \Yalc.'l ?" 

Mr. 13ELL (Fas.,if· rn) replied-
" 1. Y C'. our ::Ylr. Gillic adclros,.cd a 

n1ccting there on th:.t ot .::asioH, but it 
\Yas vcl'v poorly attciH1cd and YC'rv littl0 
inL•re3t was displayed in t}F~ V 

He was amongst the 
usunlly assembled at that plrrLe. 

Cor.nmunists, I. \Y. \V. 's, and 
pl'c ~chcrs o£ sin1ilar al- -nrd and fantn· tic 
doctr-in,\··. 

'; 2. Yes) ho had the nstonndlng audac­
ity to do Bo, e-;;cn in fncC' of the fact that 
he himself had onlv rccentlv taken a 
prominPnt part in ~'educing V the ' ages 
of the workers of this State a, cl depriv­
ing State emplo:.ees of the right of ace-. 3:3 

to the Arbitration Court." 
GoYER~}!ENT ME}TBERS: \\-hat "ere you 

doing there? (Opposition laughter.) 

A UDITOR-GE~ERAL'S REPORT. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR (TF ·llha;-\ without notice, 
asked the Premier- '' 

"·when arc hon. mmTlbcr- likclv to 
receive the Auditor-General's report 'i" 

The PHEMIER replied--
" I am not able to rtns\vcr the question 

offhand. lmt I will make inquiries and 
inforn1 the hon. nten1bcr to-mor-ro\v. ~' 

Scnnor TO REMEDY CmrT.\GIO'LS ABORTIO~ r~ 
(' \TTLE. 

1\Jr. RCL·COCK (flurcoo), without notice. 
a•kc.d the Secrctarv for A"'riculturo and 
Stock- " ~ 

"Has his attention been drawn to the 
reported discovery bv an F.n"lish vete­
rinarian of a seruin tO rc>Inodv 'Contao-ious 
abortion, and will ho im-estigate b the 
claim and, if possible. secm'c a supply 
in crdor to ar3ist dairrrnen whose cattfe 
1nay be visited 1vith ·an att.,cl;: of this 
dis0aso ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTC'GLTURE 
A:'\D STOCK (Hon W. K. Gillies, Eacham) 
replied-

" ]rlv attention has not be0n 
th=- n1;ticle in quc.~ti0n, bnt I 
hon. mcn1ber for calling n1v 
it nnd I will certninlv · 

•• " oJ 

QlUl'lCS. 

drawn to 
tho 

to 
111-

PEHSO:'\AL EXPLA:'\},TIO:'\. 
Mr. FERRICKS (South JJrislwnr): I 

d,- ire to make a personal c:.'qJ1anation. 
The SPEAKER: Is it tlw p]r •sure of the 

Hnusc that the hon. memlwr for South This­
bar.c lw allo\vcd to make a personal explana­
:tioll? 
Ho~OURABLE ::\IE~IBERS: Hear, 1: _·ar! 

[ J/r. Perr·icks. 

C>Tr. FE'UUCKS: On Friday night last, 
\YhPn speaking on the amendn1cnt I moved 
in crlnlwction y ith the Brisbane Tran1\VrtV 
~\·v· t J3j]l, it a1Jpearccl to me that the leadc~r 
o~· the 01H10 ,jtion was launching ranrlon1 
statcn1ct1t2L ~vith the idf a of end.·-aYouring to 
bu:lcl un a case £ron1 the rcnlies Inade in the 
wav of -affirmation or deniaC Amongst other 
ina"ecuracicc the leader of the 0Joposition 
'· irl that the Promid' had shown opposition 
to the an1encirncnt whlcii I rnoved. So f:1.r 
£ronr that bei1~g true, the Prernjcr a,,tuatly 
a si· tcd mo in gaining the declaration of the 
Cornn1itt.cP re~~·arding the rPrnoval of t?e 
e~11bargn ;·1·om the J~IC'D \Vbo have been VJC­

tinlised lr; the Brisbane Tramwa:~s Con1pany 
during tb'o past ten years. The hon .. r-cnt1P­
man also srtid ihat I had gone hohmd the 
h "ks of the member' of this part.y and 

tht~ n n1endm0nt on tho second read­
the Biil. That statement is also not 

iu ;•· cordancc \vith fart. Evcrv rncrnbcr of 
the p~nh· 1.vhon1 I consulted \YaS quit€' Rgrec­
a!Jle to the amendment being inserted. 

Mr. YowLES: That was after the Bill was 
introduced. 

Mr. FF:HRTCKS: It Yeas before tlw Bill 
V· ·1s jntroduecd. I 1ncntion that )n fairness 
to rn self and to the members of this party. 

Go\-ER!O!E~T :!.IE1IllERS: Hear, hcar ! 
Mr. V m-;u:s : You only consult<- cl somo 

member·' of the party. 

ASSE:i'\T TO BILLS. 

'Th~ SPEAKER announc~~d the receipt of 
mvssag-cs frorn His Excellency the Governor 
conveying IIis Excellency', assent to the 
following Bills:-

Primary Producb Pools Bill; 
Briti··h. Imperial Oil Company'e; Tram­

\Ya', s and \Yorb Bill; 
Regul~tion of Sugar Cane Price-s Acts 

Amendment Bill; and 
Fruit Cases Acts Amendment Bill. 

PAPER. 

Tho follm-:ing paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed :--

Report of the Agent-General of Queens­
land for the year 1921. 

:\J:A TER::\'ITY BILL. 

REsr:.rPTrox oF Co~nHTTEE. 

(Jir. Kirwrm, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Cl a me 6-" Establishrn ent of maternity 
hospituls bp committees "--on virhil'h ~1r. 
JYiorgan !Jiuri/l>z) had moved th0 ormsswn, 
on lim , 23 and 24, page 3, of the words-

" n1a,,- contribute such sums as are from 
time' to time appropriated for the 
purpose," 

ith a Yiew to inserting the ~yard"-
" shall contribute two pounds for ead1 

l?~und subscribed b:,· loc,.tl subscrip-

~lfr. ::\IORGA:\' (Jlmilla): I would liko the 
JUini~b:>r to giYc some rrason why ho 1s »·.ot 
gains- to accept the an1enclrncnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\li::\'ES (Ho,". 
.A. J. Jonf'',, Parldingtnn): I do not propo.':la 
to <H,.,_\pt the anH'lldment, a~ we ;,ntnt to haYo 
a free hand in the matter of suhoicl,v. 'Ihcra 
rna.y be :::onw places vvhere a gn'ater subsi_tv 
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than £2 for £1 will be required. We intend 
to start in places where we shall have to 
hear the whole of the cost for some time, and 
I cannot accept the amendment for that 
reason. There may be other places mote 
fortunately situated where a subsidy of £.1 
for £1 will be sufficient, or where even less 
will be required. 1 ask the hon. member to 
leave the Bill free in this matter and give 
it a trial on the lines I ha vc suggested. 

Amendment (Jlr. JI organ) put and nega­
tived. 

Clause 6 put and passed. 

Clause 7-" Po1cer to 1nake regulations"­
put and p ~ssed 

Clause 8-" E:1·p< '?.1es to be paid out of 
rnonrys appropriat,'cl "-

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra): I recollect that a 
few months ago the Home Secretar mwle 
a definite statement which "as publi,ched in 
the papers that the bush-nursing scheme was 
going to be paid for out of the proceeds of 
the "Golden Caeket,'' and I would like b 
kno\\ how, in that ca:::e the mon(,Y is goin(s 
to b8 appropriate J b;, Pnrliamcnt. The 
::O.iinister, by interjection, tat•cd that h0 ·did 
not sa:v that tho sch0111. \vas to ho paid -\or 
b:v such proceeds, but hon. members behind 
hhn n1ade no mist·ll;;:e nbont it, und \Ve mig-!:lt 
ju:;;t as well kno\v ,,·hero \V8 are. -

Clause 8 put and rnesed. 

Clause 9-" A.nnu,.l r,'lJOrt ''-put and 
passed. 

The House Tesumecl. 

The CHAIR1IAX reported the Bill without 
amendment. 

The third reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LA""D ACTS AMENDMEJ'\T BILL. 

IXITIATIOX, 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LAKDR 
{Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego): I beg to 
.move-

" That the House will, at its presm1t 
sitting, resolve it•elf into a Committee 
of the \Yholo to considel' of the desirab1c­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Land Acts, 1910 to 1920, the Closer Settle­
ment Acts, 1906-1917, the Jimbour Selec­
tion;; Act of 1919, and the Discha rgcd 
Soldiers' SettlPmcnt Acts, 1917 to 1920, 
in certain particulars." 

Mr. VOvYLES' (Da/by): It may be· de,ir, 
able to introduce this Bill, but it might al··" 
be desirable to amend the Land .. \cts in manv 
ways, and I think we should ha Ye mar' 
information as to thc·so proposed alterations 
before •,,e agree to the motion, otherwise the 
Oppo ·ition will be forced to moYc the dele­
tion of tho ·words " in certain particular'3." 
It n1ight, for -instance, be verv desirable to 

·do away with the embargo on f{cehold tenure. 

rrhe SPE_--\KER: The hon. 1ncmbcr v,·ill 
not be in order in dJ, <:.:u~sing such de~ j]s at 
·this f.tagc. 

::\!J:r. YO\''LES: I \Yant moye the del.-
tion of the-e \;ords. we ·hall not 
be able to propose the an1 !ndmcnts \I c {_h';;;.lr..:. 

The Sl'EAKER: This is onlv a form.tl 
stage. The hon. ll10Jnbcr can ~ n1oye that 
::~.mcndn1L'nt in Con1L1ittcc-. 

Quc,tion put and pns<<d. 

lxiTIATION r;o; Co~nii'ITEF.. 

(Jir. Il.intJln, Bri>'bane, in th~ chair.) 

Th~ SECRET~\RY FOR PUBLIC L\1'\DS 
(I-I on. J. H. Coy ne, 1!' arrego) : I beg to 
nlo~.-o-

" That it is de Jirablc that a Bill be 
introduced to amend the Land \cts, 1910 
to 1920, the Closer Settlement Acts. 1906-
1J17, the .Jimbour Selection.' Act of 1919. 
and the Discharged Soldier::~' 3ettl(~nwnt 
Act., 1917 to 1920, in certain particulars." 

I mav inform the leader of the Opposition 
that the object of this Bill is to remove a 
nurnbcr of anon1.alies which have been d~s­
do~2d in our pre~,cnt Land Acts, and \Yh1ch 
occur in all Act;; of Parliament. O::c of the 
objects of the Bill is to expedite the occupa­
tion of laud. \Yo also wish to gi1·e the Lane! 
GJurt authority to publish a calendar of its 
,·;ork for the year, a,, the SuprcnF', Cou:rt 
does now. The Jinobour Selections :\et or 
1919 has served it;; purpose, full advantage 
having been taken of it; and, now that the 
ncce&, itv for its existence does not ex-ist, H 
is propo<0d to repeal it. It is also intend cd 
to Yalid<lte certain acts of the 3,Iini:::tcr in 
affording relief to tenanL o£ the Crown 
th1·oncrhout the State without statutory 
autho!:it0 . 

Mr. YOWLES (Dalbv): The :\1inister 
n1ight ha\e gone further than he has done. 
How oft'n h·a,o we complained on this side 
of the House about that compulsory 10 per 
cent. penaltv, and how often has the Jl..tinis­
ter told us· that he has no option in the 
rnatter--tha,t it is a. statutory penait-,~ and 
ho must impose it? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PcBLro L.\:\L··,: I ha Ye 
reduced it in some cases, and I '' .J,nt the 
Roue to validate ''hat I. have done. \Yhilo 
the la~.-v ~·tnnds a..; jt i~~, I rnnst take l~~tch case 
on its merits. 

:VIr. VO\YLES : The hon. gentleman has 
Jealt \Yith certain cases. and he "\'ants us to 
validate hi.3 action. \Ye want to alter the 
law so that he will have a general po·xer 

of discriminating· in regard to the 
[5 p.m.] imposition of thi., pcnalt0'. \Yhen 

the Act can1e into existence it 
"a c not intended that it should be a hard 
tmd fast rule that a 10 por cent. penalty 
should Le inlpo~ed, part.icularly \vheu for­
feiture took place unllcr adYer:3D circum­
stances. It js all right to in1posc a penalty 
on a n1an -who c'1n pa:" and will not pay, but 
~vou woulJ not expect a pa\Ynbrokcr to charge 
10 per cent. if a man ·.c·cre not able to pay. 

One of the thin[;-s \chich has retarded our 
pro;rc .s in soldier settlement a good deal 
has been the fact that the 0ldier has been 
in a ror"' position than the civilian, jn that 
he has to hold his land for ten years before 
he cun celL except to another widicr, Very 
often YOU find that a man starts on a soldier 
:"ttlcnollnt ,,-ith the best intentions. ·.\fter he 
has l• 'Cll there for some considerable time 
it 1s l'Ccog-ni:::;cd by the supcrYisor of the settle­
rucnt rtnd ln· his O\Yll cornrndcs that he has 
not [-.,en inte-nded by nature £or that clrrs3 of 
-,-,ork. Ho has reccjvcd a loan, portion of 
-which h'l Lc£'n sunk 1n lrnprovc-mcnts and 
r:.ol'ti on in v:n &!:c:;·. .:\ eyert he le~,_:; the-re is a 
E::~ bility. and the mnn is dj :inclin0d to c'1rry 
out hi, with the Cro\Vn. The rc.mlt 
j that sc~curity of the Cro·~· n is being 
prejudiced. anJ the advanc~~ which \Yas made 
i~-, bQing ]o=-t. In n1any -t nBc-; a good deal 
of it coultl Le sa Ycd \I'Cl'O p07'er giYcn to 

'Jlr. Y mclcs.] 
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that man to sell \vhcn he had the oppor­
tnnitv. There is too big a restriction pit :od 
on him. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC Li:\TlS : Don't 
you think it is a fair thing that the Govern­
ment should reali·-e ,dutn·or can be 
realised Y 

:\lr. VO\VLES: A civilian can transfer in 
!he } erns, bLlt a soldier ha, to be there ten 
years before he can sell to other than another 
Poldier. :\1any opportunities of dispo,ing of 
tho lcmd are lost as a result. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlDLIC L.i::\DS: The 
only opportunities that aro lost arc oppor­
tunities for trafficking in land, and that is 
what ,._ e want to prtci'Ont. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I do not agree with that. 
I come in contact with the practical side 
of the butSiness, and l kno that many 
soldiers rni: _, the opportunit~, of selling their 
lttnd merely because of the fact. that they 
cannot ger, a not hcq~ soldier to take it up. 
Had they the opportunity of '0lling to any­
one, they would b·' able to get out with some 
of their rnone:', aucl the loan would be pro­
tecietl. The Land Acts do not permit of land 
being seJ"etcd under a freehold title, and 
they prohibit the ,,.ale of land of "-hich the 
freehold 111ay be obtained. I think tho time 
has arrived, if \18 arc to do auy good 
to\vard , dcvclopi11g QuePnslancl and r~1aking 
land sottlea1cnt attractinc, d1en we should 
ask the l~overnrnent to cn1sil1cr \Vhether t hov 
~hould not revise their vla,Jonn in rcspcc~t 
of laud tt)nnn~. You cannot expect people to 
con1e hero under a fonn of tenure \t'hich is 
k<9 attractive than that which operates in 
other St.ltes. Our desire i, to get immigra­
tion, and to ,,.,.::cui'e <>1.,pital which \\ill create 
en1plo~ rr1ent. lf our laud la\vs are not as 
good as those of the other States, I do not 
see ho'Y we can expect people to come here. 
I do uot propose to move the deletion of 
the \Yords '' in certain particulars " but I 
will content m:. oe!f with the ref~rences I 
have made. I do not want to waste time in 
beating the air, because I do not suppos<> 
such an amendment would be accepted. '.this 
is the time ,,, hen we should suggest amend­
ments, a1_1d I am taking advantage of this 
opportumt:;· to place them before the 
Minister. 

l\lr. MORGA::-.r (1}1urilla): After the many 
yoars' experience we have had of the pre­
sent land la>n, it must be recognised that 
the time has arrived when there should 
be an alteration of the polic v of the Govern­
ment. The Minister in cha1:ge of the Lands 
Departnwnt, y, ho has had a certain amount 
o£ prctctical experience, must admit that the 
Act is not in. accordance with our require­
men to, nor Ill 1t enable us to settle the 
land_, of Queensland. Land settlement is the 
most importaHt matter with which we have 
to deal to ensure the future development of 
the State. I think that onr conditions should 
be much rnore attracti\~e than those opcra6ng 
in a11y other part of Austr .lia. "Cnfortu­
natcly the~· arc not. \Ye have the land; 
v:c han:: the facilities; we have a large 
rnilcagc of rail\,_ ay; \Ye haYo couutry opened 
up; but unfortunately \YC haxe not tho 
people to settle those lands, b(_·cause our 
bnd conditions are not attractiYe enough. 
Thc~j_·o is no reason "1;_\-h-.-,· y;·o shonld not h ;ve 
double or t1·eblc our prc•sent population. \Ve, 
as sonsiGlc n1CH, aro ::;ent hcl'e to do the 
best \VC can for the Stntc•. \~~l1 n1ust ask 
ourselves why i1· is that tho pc;oplc arc not 
coming to Quconslrrnd to settle Dn the land. 

[J·ir. V otdr s. 

\Ve mu t also ask oursch·es why it is that 
the ]Woplo of Queensland are not going from 
the centres of population and settling upon 
the iand; rrlso. "·hy it i.-. that the people of 
Qnecn<land are lca.-ing the land and coming 
into the cities. 

Tlw SEeR,:; .iRY FOR PcBLJC LAKDS : \Vhy 
not ask those questions of Australia, not of 
(~uocHsl-.. ncl alone? 

}.!.r. MORUX:'-J: Some of the States have 
not got the land to settle owing to the fact 
that it i:5 already alienated, c-.,_nd, being 
:,cttlcd in small areas, is pLlt to the very best 
use. \, e must solve those three questions. 
1,'\-ith the L.•.nd Acts now in operation, we 
are not going to ~olrc thf'ITI. Tho tin1e has 
cOLlO when \re should go fulJy into our land 
la.- ·s with a .-iow to bringing about a better 
state of affairs. I would like to sec an 
mEcndmcnt moved for the deletion of those 
~·-ords "in certain p:Hticulnrs." if only for 
the purpo e of placing it on record that we 
are att~mpti,,g to get piac.cd upon the 
shtute-book a plank of the Country party's 
plrltform. The Premier has adopted many 
of the planks of the Country party. He has 
adopted our policy in regard to the organisa­
t'on of the farmers. ancl \\"c hac! to-day a 
Bill which adopts our polic.- in re<pect to 
the , ''err trncn t of the ~ick a.nJ. distressed 1n 
countn- arens. vYhv not go still further and 
odopt 'the Countr-,T r)art:,·'s polic/ -wit~ respect 
to land tenure? The Govrsi cnent m1ght take 
the ,, ind out of our sajls if they did that. 
F'or the good of Queenslrmd generally we 
shou1d cndeaYour to bring about an altera­
tion of the land la".-. I under· tood from the 
l\linistcr's explanation that one of his rea­
~on:~ for bringiug about au alteration is that 
he may make legal reductions in. or totally 
abolish, certain penalti0s Imposed upon 
settlers who are in distress. I know that the 
:Minister has taken that action. I am pleased 
that he has looked upon those cases in a 
sympathetic manner, and has realised that 
the distress has been cauced by Circumstance.' 
m·er which the men have had no control. I 
am prepared to assist him to make. !?gal the 
action he has taken. F'or some cons1demble 
time I have pointed out that. during periods 
of depression, the section which prm·id£s that 
the :\Linister must impose a 10 per cent. 
penalty on these people is cruel and unjust 
in its operatiOn. It is \vha t you would expect 
from a Jew who extorts a larfie amount of 
interest from the poor, unfortunate. person 
who gets into his grip, and is not able to 
pa v the amount due under the contract. I 
admit that in certain cas's the Minister has 
acted in a liberal manner, and he has evNy 
justification for asking this House to legalise 
his actions in that direction. I "·ould like to 
sec the Act amended so that J\Iini,tcrs rtt all 
tim£s could meet those in distress. The 10 
per cent. penalty is rrll ri·:ht in the_ case of 
those who can afiorJ to pay their rent. 
but who, b:v- not paying, arc n1aking use. of 
the mone·.· of the Gm·ernment. That sectiOn 
might bring them to book. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR T'rBLrc L.1XD~l: That 
was the object of the section. 

I\Ir. ~~ORG.\~: I IllO\~ccl for a reduction 
bv 5 per cent., bnt I >YCtJ tolcl ::\Ir. Den-
h.:m that the penalty · :ca1.1 to be 
higher than the bank rate Df 1ntcre::.:t_ which 
at that time was about 7 per cent., so i1.3 to 
]L'C'YC·nt people rr. aking U'C of C<JYC'l'IliTlriH 

Jnone·n at 5 per cent., instr ~Hl of borrow in::;· 
from ~n, bank at 7 per ce-nt. I fll-() thlnk that­
the :\linister should ha.-< hrrd di~cretionar:• 
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po\Yer to n1cct cases of clistre2s. It n1ust be 
admitted that cattle men to-day are making 
comiderable losses. Some of them have been 
actually ruined and have left tlwir homes; 
others are being carried on from dav to 
da;/ by the banks, •cho have restricted thei~ 
spending pm·.·er, and have told them that 
they mu"t not emplo,; one man on the pro­
pertv becrruso their overdrafts arc too great· 
Bnd ~ tho prospects are not bright. That not 
only n1eans uncmrJlo;Tment, but it moan. that 
the m<'ll cannot pay their rental. The rontals 
imposed by the Land Court arc ven· <:'<ces­
sin•. They are Jixcd for a period ~f seven 
year~.! which decision is arrived at on the facts 
subtnitted for the pre\rions seven ·ears, dur­
ing which tin1e probably excellent proi-it.s 
Wf'rc ruade. \Ye have our cvclE.·~ of 'Ft~asons. 
Alr.1ost cvcr~r ten years we h'itvo our chonght 
periods. The Act shonlcl be amended to 
r;EcYO the. unfortunc:tc ~e!tlors during periods 
or deprcsswn. The rudrvrdual has no cm;trol 
o\·er such depression. He has not been a 
loaf-•r ; ho has not come to the ci tv to wr. c te 
hi~ Inane~,; and he has not been 1~espon "ible 
for his propcrt_:- not being a payable proposi­
tion at such bnH?s. T1-w condition:~ arc due 
to droull:llt or clepres,ion of the m .rk _ ts. If 
the rental o( _a cetttlc property is, say, 50s. 
per sqnarc rmle. the Minister ,•hould have 
poy•; _,r to redure that b one-half or 1nore as 
h:~ thinks df'sirablo. during n period of dep'rcs­
sion. Since 1914 we havo not hr·.d what you 
could call one full good vcar. I do not blame 
the Labour GoYernment "for that. 

lvlr. STOPFORD: You are very generous. 

::'dr. MORG \?\: But it is a strange coin­
cidence that the bad times · hould ·-.turt wLcn 
the Labour part, took control. The lot of 
the men on the land has been difficult m·er 
since tho Government came into pmn·~. I do 
not know whether Providcnce"has been help­
ing in any way. I an1 not referring to the 
sheep n1en; they are in a very different pc'3i­
tion from cattle men. The Minister is a 
practical 1nan, and knows all li bout droughts 
and the periods of depression which obtain 
in sornc, districts, a.nd he knows the condi­
tions that some of his friends who live in 
those district' have to put up with. He 
knows t~a t thoro _should be some power to 
enable h1m to remrt or reduce rents to assist 
people during periods of drought. and depre·­
sion. I am sorry that the Bill is .onh· 
intond_ed to amend the Act in the specia:J 
drrectwns referred to by the motion. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LAc·CDS : The 
time is over-ripo for consolidating the Land 
Act. 

:Yir. MOP. G.\:'\': That is what I am con­
tending-. VVE~ have been sce;sion after ~cs·i.OYl 
since 1910 tinkering with the Act here and 
tinkefing \vith it _there, anrl n:aking stnall 
an1cn?menh .. to suit the part~~ In po\Yer for 
the bme bemg. That h,u clone no good. 
The whole of the land laws should be consoli­
dat-ed this sc:;sion. If "'C v.a1t until next 
s,_;~sion, it \Yill n1ean a vea r 1o--t, and n 'e:'tr 
wasted in land settlcn1c:l1t in (~uccnslrtnd ~i.~ a 
Yer,v serious thing. I look forward to the 
time tYhen. under different conditions and 
undN ?. diffnent Gov rmnc··lt, we ,hall have 
more liberal hnd la\' which Y>ill cau,e a 
rush of people from ether States rnd 
other parts of the vYorld thr- eamc '" vyo 
had chain!'" the YPUe< 1907, l ~~8. and 1909, 
when people floc keel from all pa rh of the 
"-orld to elc,~t land in Qnr'('TI~,bnd. ThC'y 
did that bocm,,e the coru:l.ition here v;ere 

better than those in 
Australia. 

any other part of 

The SECRETARY FOTI PUBLIC LANDS : Thev 
diu so because more sheep countn· was mad~ 
available then than has been made since. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister should make 
the conditions attractive, and give the land 
a \I ay if necessary. People should be given 
a block of land on ,,,·hich they can make -a 
li ying under certain conditions. There should 
uot be any bargaining as to what the rental 
should be. \Ye have our feeders to the rail­
way·, and, if the people are able to make 
a livi!'g, that will mean more revenue in the 
way of railwa:~ frc~ights and income klxation. 
l' a man on the land is not able to earn 
suflicient income to be taxable, he should not 
bo called upon to pay any rental to the Go­
vernment, and should be assisted. Until all 
the conditions ar.' m"de very much brighter, 
we shall not get people to go on the land. 
\Ye want to make the conditions such that 
people will leave other av-ocations for the 
purpc o of ~ettling on the land. I arn very 
wrry tlr•t the Minister is not bringing in a 
cousolidating Land Bill so that we can go 
into these 1naticrs in detail and bring "bout 
a belter s' tom of land settlement. I hope 
tho Govf'rrrmPnt and the Labour party will 
alter their poiic:: and proclaim that they are 
in fa.~.~Dur of giving a man tho freehold of a. 
liv-ing area whatever that area may be. I 
trmt that the Government will come down 
from the clomls and recognise the fact that, 
until the:: introduce a Bill that. will enable a 
man to hold a living area as freehold, they 
arc not going to get the lands of Quecn"'land 
sPttled as thc•v should be settled, and the 
Statc is not going to make the progre ,, it 
should make. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I am sorry that 
the Minister has not seen fit to introduce a 
more comprchensi ve rneasure, and one con­
tainino- the amendment that has been 
suggested by members of the Opp'?sition 
from time to time. The Land Act rs ono 
of the most important Acts on our statute­
book. Probablv it is second to none on the 
statute-book and there an-- many amend­
ments that ~re desired. I refer particularly 
to an amendment makinll: freehold optional. 
I would like also to refer to the injustice 
of the 10 per cent. fine for the late payment 
of rent, and the provision under the Dis­
charged Soldiers' Settlement Act whrch pro­
vides that a soldier must live on his selection 
ten vears before he is permitted to sell it 
to anyone other than a soldier. Men takre 
up land with all sorts of hopes, and, when 
tho--e hopes have been dashed to the ground, 
thoro is no rea·,on why they should not have 
a chance of getting out to the best advan­
tage. I do not want to make possible -" 
system of dealing in lands, but the condi­
tions applying to soldier settlements shoulr1 

not be more stringent tha.n those applying 
to the ordinary settler. If the Government 
,, oul d give to every soldier settler. the free. 
hold of his land, they would be domg some­
thing that would be of benefit to the State. 
a.nd it is the ]e,cst they shonld do. I would 
also like to sec an amendment brought in 
to make some better provision for the valua­
tion of grazing selections. I do not know 
that the Land Court is providing all that 
i.• essential for the successful carrying out 
of rural occupations. There seems to be 
some alteration required to enable the 
assessors or valuers to a. rri vc at the true 
carrying capacity of a :3elcction. It seems 

JI r. Corscr.] 
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t J me that the asseesing commissioners 
l'L · 'omn1end a.n ircrcase on every occasion, 
although son1etinws there is a deteriDration 
in the carrying capacity of the property. 
A selector nu1y ringbark his grazing selec­
tion, and, as a result, it becomes heavily 
infested with ui,dergrowth, and he finds that 
ic should not have been ringbarked. Yet, 
when the next reappraisement period comes 
round, a.n increase is 1nade in his rental. 
The assc·- sing rangers should qualify in some 
wa•: or another. At the present time in 
th" administration of the Land Court it 
looks as though a bloodhound had been put 
on the grazing selectors to extract the last 
Jl"nny out of them, and small people who 
only han> a living area are being victimised. 
vVo should give some surety oi tenure in 
comwction with those selections that are 
not likely to be required for other purposes, 
i,, order to enable the selectors to borrow 
r:lClney and improve their holdings. 

J\Ir. FLETCHER (P01·t Cu.rtis): There are 
manv sections in the Land Act that we 
'' oufd like to see amended, but the words 
" in certn in pa.rtioulars " in the motion will 
prevent that being done. I notice that it is 
proposed to amend the Discharged Soldiers' 
Settlement Act. and I wish to refer to one 
f ea tu re of that Act. The le" dcr of the 
Opposition and the hon. member for Burnett 
also referred to the matter. It concerns 
certain soldier settlers in my electorate, and 
I know that great hardships are being 
suffered in h o or thl'eo case~. I would like 
to ask the Minister if it will be possible to 
insert in the Bill some provision which will 
permit the soldier. under certain circum­
stances, to soli his block to a private citizen 
Fhen there is no soldier available to purchase 
it:) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Surely 
you do not propose that as a general 
principle? 

Mr. FLETCHER : I do, under certain 
circumstan('eS, and at the niinister's dis­
Cretion. The Act is too rigid_ at pre­
sent. I know of very genume cases 
where it would be in the interests of the 
1'\tate, and in the interests of the soldiers, 
if they could sell their selections. I brought 
a case under the notice of the Minister 
where the settler was not physically capable 
of developing the land. 'I'he Minister told 
me that the Act would not permit him to 
give the case any consideration. That soldier 
is not 1naking a living, and never ·will make 
a !i.-in::r, becau_,o he io not strong enough; but 
his ill-health is not ~ufficient to enable him 
to got a medical certificate. I-Ie can make a 
very good sale to a private citizen, but he 
cannot get a soldier to take up his block. 
Under the circumstances, he s.hould have 
that right. It seems to me to be wrong 
that he should be compelled to hold that 
land for ten years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Does it 
not occur to you that he has no right to 
sell a thing that does not belong to him? 

:Mr. FLETCHI£R: Ho has borrowed a 
certlin amount of money and spent it on 
improvements, and ho has put in two or 
three years' work, and, if he can sell it at a 
slif(htly enhanced vn.lue to recoup him for 
his improvements, he should be permitted 
to do so. I ask the r,finister to do some­
thing to remedy that difficulty in the Act. 
It must be general throughout the State, 
because the two hon. members who have 
alrf'ady Sllokcn haYe referred to it_, and no 

[Jli'. Corsrr. 

doubt they know of special instances whore 
injustices have occurred. It is a great hard­
snip to those men, and it ''"a-s never intended 
that they should be hamhly treated. 

JHr. J. JO:\'ES (11 enncdy): This is a Bili 
\Yhich propose·:: to an1cnd the Land Act, fllld. 

I think it is a great pit~, that \re do not 
a1nend the Land Act altogether, ~1 :3 I contend 
that under our present sy~ ern of land L nurc 
there is no inducement for people to 

up land. Take, for 
[5.30 p.m.] selection thrown open un a 

twenty-one year_' lea:--:~·· :For ihe 
fir jt portion of the tvvcEty-O!le years the rent 
is fixed at £1 a mile, but that only for a 
period of seven :,·ears. The there-
fore• has only got a lease for .::c--rcu ycaT:-::. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: :\'o. 

:Mr. J. JO::"-JI£S: The Go.-crnment can rai e 
the rent as much as thP1' like. )(o man 
know·s 1vhat hjs rGnt is g'oing to be. The 
time is coming when we ,hall hane to give 
n1cn 1vho takf up land sonl'' idea of what 
their liabilities will be in t;,_, future .. \t the 
lH'l'~·Cnt ti111e \.Ye are asking a n1an to out 
and build a. hon1e 011 a seycn years' 
The thing is ridiculous. If a rnan a 
freehold allotm nt in tmYn, ho can put all 
his work and rnoncy into it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXD'\: Yes, but 
he is rated. 

Mr. J. JOXES : So is the man outside 
rated, and is " repudiated " too. \ve shall 
have to make our land l,n, s more liberaL 
For in::;tallcc, a sel::>ctor take~ np a dry bloc':. 
of land ,,hich will carrY hve head of CfLttlc 
to the square mile, and, -f1rough the expeucli-­
turo of labour and capital, he increases the 
carrying capacit:>' to ten head to the mile, 
and then the Land Court penalises him for 
doing it. That' is the silliest kind of !Pgisla­
tion I ever hoar-d of. ·we ought to reward 
a man for improving the national estate. 
Anv man who goes out on the bnd and drs­
cov"crs Vi-~ater on his holding ha3 not onl:r 
increa,ed the value of it to himself, but has 
also increased the value of the national estate: 
yet this silly-brained legislation penalises 
him. 

The CHAIRMAN : I hone the hon. m em bor 
is not reflecting on men1bcrs of the Com· 
mitteJ in that way. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J. JOXES: Certainly not. (Laughter.) 
These men should not bo pena]i,~d in this 
w"r,·. .._4.._ n1an Ltkcs up land n1td 11!2.kcs 
val\1ablE·! ond in seven years thP. Govc!nrn·~nt 
c<tn come along and doubl~ or treble h~s rent. 
Ho has no guarantee as to "·hat hrs hab1lrty 
is o'oino- to be. \Ve should g-ive the uwn who 
tal~es t7p land an idea of {yhat his ~iability 
is going to be for the full tnrm of h1s Iccsc, 
just in the same way as the 50 p;-r cew. ]muta­
tion of rent wt, given to pastor"] le> .. eos, 
which was semible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrllLIC LAXDS : If the 
Land (;ourt gave hin1 n re due~ ion, ~shat 
Y\·ould you sa:: in that CU'·'2? 

Mr. J. JO:'\ES: The Land Court has not 
clone it 'yet. (OppositiDD ]aug!~tcr.) I haYo 
nsk·cd th~ Houf.2 to pass legislation to reduce 
the rents. I a pp ea led hero last you for 
svmpathv towards small m~n up 2\orth 'i ho 
could not pay their and I was told 
lr:- the :.\Iinister that he not .do anythins, 
a3 the rent was fixe cl bv ta1ute. E,-idontly 
mv (']oquoncc has had~ some effect in tho 
House, because I notice !he ::\Iinister has been 



·0':\ a f<1.ir nmo'J_nt rf relief. ar;.d I thank 
J1i 1 it-11auc:hter)-but I think it Phould 
b.· do ~P by lc'gjslation. 

Qul ~ion pat cu-:: t 1 a)- ~'d. 

Tbl: lluu::-.c ''l -u;d·~·d. 

Th,~ 

1l~ i: l c 

FH{ST HE_'d)1XG. 

the Com-

Th · SEC'HEL\H.Y FOP Pn!LIC LA~\DS 
(l~on. ,]. .f-l. 1,-(Urt [/'J) lH'C"L'lHC'd th-' 
,_iil, and 

'" Th.ct the J"Ul bo no,,- reud a fir.ot 
time .. , 

Qu~_>~ion put und pa:>:.cd. 

T, c ~c·couJ readi11g of the Bill \ra~.i n~u.clt..~ 
·"n Unle1· of lhe: D._~y for io-nwrr\)\\', 

IHlUGATIOX BILL. 
S}:COXJ) HL\T)2:\~'. 

The TitL\S"L"REH (iion. E. G. ThL -odor.o, 
r·;,- l-1 ,noying thu ·u·ond n·ading 
d thi Bill, I Jo not iEtend to deal 
·wi1h proposal in great det 1il. I think 
hdu. Ill'tllbL'l'~' arc a· .. arc tb:tt the Bill is 
L;:oughc iu fcT the 1)rrpo, of autlwri .ing the 
Uon-'l'i111H'L to :~o on \rith thP prcliu11nary 
\YDrk of illYE. -cig:ttio~l in connc·tion \vith the 
Dnw~-on \--al1c~:\ ~.che>nH', aud also to proYide 
n1ach.inery for the propc'r control of -:chen1e'" 
c£ 1hat klud. The Da\v::on YalL:y schcrnc has 
loomed largely for the last two or three 
Years in (lUCL'll .land as a highly prornising 
arigation proposal) and I think it has m0t 
\Yith the mpport of hon. membcro on both 
bi.dt- cf the llouse. It has been discussed in 
this on a number of occa "ions. I-I on. 
,,. tooL the opportunity of discus3ing 
it nn the \ddre~s in [{cply and the Financial 
..S.at'. i1Ud agr~in 1~1;-:::.t \Y<'ek jn conucction 
1 ·it.h \ j)l'O!'lO.·.:d raiJ-,-. a::· fr~Hl1 nar:1laba 
to C':t:3t Cn~t'k. Li~tt-ning to the debates on 
thow occa ion has conllrmed me in the 
opinjon that hon. n1r:n1bers look favourably 
U~)On th~1t 1rrig<ttion ~chen1c, and agrco that 
it is ncee·"~·1ry that proper machinery be 
oocured for that schc"ne, which is likely to 
develop into a ver·; large undertaking. The 
qtH. ')tion of irrigation carried on on a large 
scale cannot be n1ade a side line in connection 
'cith the existing \Y at er Supply Department, 

but must be made an expert businr-;s under 
the control of exports, -, ho are proporl:' 
trained in the study of irrigation questions 
and are a blo therefore properly to manage an 
enterprise of that kind. The Bill therefore 
nLkcs the necossar; provi ·,ion to e,.tablish 
irrigation 3chcrnL-~,, and provides for the 
requisite control. n1anagen1ent, organisation, 
and everything that is necessary for the pur­
pcoe of controlling irrigation proposals. H 
rn·ovidcs fot· thf' appointrn"nt of a Commis~ 
bioner. \Yho ';. i!l have p·a· ,~er and authority to 
rnanage the_> businc-;;;;, and it a]~o proYidPs­
and this is the prillcipnJ element in the Bill­
that. before auy irrigation undertaking is 
cstabJi.hccl or ]w''ore authority is given to 
launch such an HiHlcrtaking, the proposal 
n1ust cornc bcfor(' P1 rliatnent, and a re:::olu­
tion in fa vom' of it be carried bv Parliament. 
The Bill that out. Pariiament shall 
dEtermino undertakings of this kind. I 
think that Ycry n(~ressnry. Under the Bill 
the Com!llissioner will ho oLii~cd to furniqh 
-t-o Parbanw11t compr,_•h{'n.sivc information 
,dealing with the scheme for which approYal 
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i.~ sought. The report 1nust contain parti­
culal·:~ of tlH~ schcrne: lt n1ust define the 
bnn11do.riC'J of i.h" arl~n, 'that will be cmnpr1sed 
Yritl1in t!!e ·-ch"r~ ,1 ; tlu~re n1u.st be a descrip­
tjou of the propo.;;c•J works co~1tained ill tho 
report. an f -tinwtc of the c-ost of the work, 
nnd an ~'.'-ti.1H1.t0 of the ar;_uuul re\~cnue ',\:hich 
i likely ~c deri ·:c c1. A lent regarding 

nf irrigation 
of land 
also bo 

Le furnished to 
. and it must 

bt" and lJOok 
of n:f _'l'L'llU'. and su:_ll o~her docutnents as 

pl'Ol-:lC·.a 1 ~. 

;ht on thP proroo:;d. That \\·ill 
-:-o und•:t and any indi­

,} ..,.·ltic-h if-1 brought forward 
n pp1 .n ,\ l to Hw ~bli ·· hrnent 

Of cc H iu addilion :o that, 
· in regard 

to DPlH'Opriate 
be made 

ParE a­
all 

I nn1 ,ecking autborit? to enable the Con1-
llli~~-ioner. uftcr the Bill becon1{'S ]a-,t.', to n1ake 
;; sh.nt wi1l1 the preli111lnary "-ork on tho 
J)a-,';~:~·;! \-cdkv Thi."l no-t co11ta1ned rn the 
E~1l. 1 l it , i:H 1 ,' ·-~'C'l'S'ary fc.r 
n t-· 1u;n: · 1 J aL1ClHhw 'Jt accepted 111 

(_' ilEni:-rcc to ~his autllor>y. I n1ight 
;1 L:) in(onn Ilow>' th ·t i1n cstigation·:, 
dw l'(_ll;: ;f da~~L and ;;-urYC'ys hcr-t' bcr.:u 
go in;: on t lH~ J)a WF0'1 ·yr c; 1ley for the last 
t\YO ~1nrl <1-h~--lf ye'r- Ul' n1ore. 

The ur\ eYDl'~ arr prac+i( ctlly a hlo to surYcy 
all dH' are~ abon~ th;~ 3itc .._yf the dr~m, and 
tb~· ac·~ \Yhich ,~:~11 b" iunnciatcd 'Yhen th~ 
chnn i;;; rornplctccl; :nul a cnntour .~vrYey OI 
rltc-' lrlnd bP~ovr i:_. na-..-r fnr adyanced 
and hn~ ]y:•cn en the ]a.:;t two years. 
A · J·eat ~nnn1_lclt of infor.l,Rt·ion has been 
col1cet< r1 in con~1·.vtion -with the schClnc. .As 
a c·on:-.cnuenr'-' of the prO·'--.-lT~" thnt has bcrn 
rnndt'. f~1YOul·ablG r211ort,, in rctrard to the 
\ dl'?'YHP haYC b~-0n rccei-..~cd. rrh(' G-ovcrn111C?Dt 
h 1-;: the lnitiat-iYc ~orne rn.onth;.; aB'<? and 

l a. r_,_xan ~,, h8 wa~, \Yell quahfH~d to 
this clc cs of y;ork. :'\aturally. we 

ye to look ou-::: . .:,-ic1e f)ue:>ns~nnd to g- t 
1 

a. 
1nan with the grcatc--L e:xpericiH'~~ to take LJ ~ 
matter in hanrl. It is too b1g a matter 
for the \Yater Supply Department to handle. 
Thf' experts of that department han• been 
,,-holh confined to town :. tc'· supply ." .,~-1 
a'rt~'i[111 supplies and o:.upplic3 of that k1nn. 

:\Ir. Fr.E'L'HER: ·what wiil be tho title of 
the 1nnn yDn have appointr>rl? 

Tlw 'TRK\SrREH: ~ 'r. I'~riridge has 
bPcn appointed r·, Acti~:~{ Contn11Sf=10Tlf'l". J1c 
h not been apJloi"trll for an:: Jrm;thcn0cl 

. I--Ie J1as bocn an;wlntcd to nndcrta1~e 
in connertion ,-:it1l the' schcn1c. but 1~ 

be• n{'C'~ .J.'Y fol' ··P:-'·licat1on~ to b!?' c:1ll~d 
unckr the .::\et for th0 11c:it-ion of Conll111'3-

:\h. G. P. B\RXE': Could olU not June 
progrcs· report', i~·"ncd? 

ThP TH.E~\Sl_~REH .. : 1 am jus} lc'ldi!1g np 
to that. if th , hon. gcntl0.m~n w1J1 al]o\Y n1e. 
\'"~hr:!l th0 :Gill is p '.~'"2d 1t nc'-:c~::trv 
to rcll cnnlical:ol"S £or tlw of Cnn;-
"'li' ;;ione1·. ~ Ti-c position j~ rlt, prc> cnt bci~lg' 
l;cld lw ::llr. l'artrirl:,-c. 8Hll ,; lw ll1lo a,ll LW 
rt:'qnirr~n10nt~. HO donbt l~c \Yill be an ft,)j)ll­

cant. _By the tinH' alll)l1cntions are calh'd for 

Hon. ]; . G. :fT/i, odnrt'. j 
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Mr. Partridge will have had some experience 
in thes0 matters. At any rate. he comes to 
Queensland >>ith very satisfactory testi­
monials and references. He has hacl a Yarictl 
and ,,-ide expcriPnce in the Southern Stath. 
Ho \Yas engag~d on the irrigation ,,che1ncs 
on the 11urra,- and alm in connection >Yith 
the irriga6{)n ·scheme at Yanco in Xcw South 
\\'ales. He has also had experience in India 
and other parts of the world. \Y c are 
fortunate in having secured the service- of 
a 111a.n so v·c1l qualified. 

::\Ir. :r\IooRE: Has he hRd experience m 
builrling irrigation y.~ork3 or in u.•.ing \Yatcr '! 

The TREASURER: He is an engineer 
and an irrigation expert. I-Io has had 
CXllE'rien('f' of artual constn1ction and actual 
businr.,s 1nanagen1er:.t in coancrtion with irri~ 
gn tion schPmr ~. I-lls last. pm:ition in \ 7 ictor1n 
,__,.-as one of adual bvsiTh~:;:;:. nHllletQTment and 
th0 reorgani~ation of on" of th~ ,:-~rY mcc~ss­
ful "che-rnes do,yn there. As it ,~ .1s th0 intr,n­
tion of the Go.-ornment to in: rod nee this Bill 
no lengthened term of clp]lOlntmcnt wrrs 
entered into with Mr. Partridg-e. c\fter the 
Bill is passed applications will" be calhed for 
the position of Commissioner. ~fr. Partridge 
will be an applicant, and, if hi~ cxpcrionc f' 
and his work justify his appointment. no 
doubt he will :cot the appointment. I do not 
>Yant to mislead the Hoube in reeard to that 
matter. v\'c were fortunate in hn.-in, the ser­
vices of Mr. Partridg-e to advic-·' in- the nrP­
paration of this legiSlation. so thnt w,) sh;:l]] 
not make the mishkes that "ere mad0 in the 
past in the other Statu. Que<'n"la.ml does no' 
want to be behind the other i'btcs in her irri­
gation actiYitics. so we shall benefit bv tho 
experience of tho irrigation nrras of th,-· 
other Shtes. ]'.fr. Partridg·c l1;,s bee'1 en­
gaged in studying the Daw·cm Yc!lP,. sclwme. 
r\ lot of d3ht was availnbl0 in Bri~h<1nr. 
and he has also been engrtfr:>cl for smnc t~':le 
in the D:1v.7 son Valley it~cH D'oing into the 
matter with the engineers nnd snn·e:-·on nt 
,,·ork th0rc. As a C'On~rnuf'nC'P of a nreli­
n1inarv inve:::tig-ation mad0 hY him, it Wll'-i 
thoul!ht it would he wise fn1· Prrlinmr•ot to 
go on with 01!.0 of -i:h0 pr{'limin~rv '"C'hf'mf'S 
i11 C'onne('ti0n ,, ith th11t rhTcr. For this pur­
nme rt site in th'"' r0gion <1f Cr ,tle C'reGk has 
been s0lected. The area is ronti<;u01n to th0 
irrirrahle lnnds which fnrn1 nnrt nnd purr! 
of 'hP yy-holP sehcmf' It is thon["ht n prdi­
rnlnarv Sf'h0me rnn be r1rri8cl on thore with 
the nirl nf a pumninv plnnt. This will nnmp 
fl, -.ufficient qn~ntit~T of '"'nt0r to irrjg-nte 
5.000 acres. 'J'he nump ,,-ill lw ke'>t at 
'' ork p0nrlin!:!,' th0 ron-.trm tion nf thP la..l'Q'Pr 

\York-.. Th0 c.::+1rti11.R" of thn <:<nvdl ~rhclllP ,rill 
offN many be>Jcfits ns it .,-ill enab1e the 
narti0~ r>ontrnlJinQ" the hirr sr·lor>lY!f' to ohhr-rn"" 
thP hrst l11E'"~TI~ hv \vhi,.h thr> 1nncl. C'lll h" 
ntili~0r1 fnr th0 1•rodncti0n <1f (lr'n;:;, <1nd it 
1vill enable a vood nr0a of ]fln!-1 tc h" h 1'nnrrht 
into n~C' nendinfl' thA dC'vclrpn•f>nt of th0 
lnr7f'r .:;:,chPine. 

As thjs is on] .. ~ a nrclin1in<1~'Y P8rt of tl10 
~chf'nll~_ to b0 (':"1 rri0d r:ut nlrn0~+- inlm('di t' tPb:, 
lr \YllJ 110 .r10~ ira hl0 110xt YC' r or in c:n· ,c' 
f11tnr:• sf'~.~.ion. tn gf't n:lrllflrrlrn~·~,ry fl"tL:J~';t-T 
to ('ilm1lH'll('(' t}l('- ·'h0111P. \Yl,n:l th n;~l 

g0tc:. into Comn1lH0e I shRll snt"'';it nn an1cr rL 
1;;(1nt to onr:blP ne:. t0 :--f't nn ,,-jt\1 tl1p n: -:i­
l11inan- schcn10, lj1niting thf' c~-:-p' nd1tP.rf' to 
a doflnitc nmonnt. 

TlH~ Dn~":~on River s(lhcn1f: i~ 1 --Jt mi?Ptionetl 
in the Bill. The Bill is a coln~H'c:lwlJ iYt! 

[Hon. E. G. Throdorc. 

measure dealing \vith irrigation, und may 
deal with more fhan ono scheme. 

::\Ir. TAYLOR: The Mount Ed>mrds scheme? 

The TREASrRER: The ;wount Edwards 
scheme could cor,w within the am hit of this 
Dill. Any scheme may be brought in under 
this Bill. and Parliament can appropnate 
monev for the purpose. PerhaJ" I ought to 
saY il; re(J"ard to the Dnwson \:"c!l]ey schen1e 
th:lt th0r~ is >nfficicnt information collected 
to enable us to take a, very s 111gujnc view 
of the futuro of that sPheme. i\Ir. Partridge. 
after his recent vicit to the Da>• .,w R1ver, 
is well satisfied that the scheme will not let 
the St.at<· dmvn. It has all the potential 
t~dvanta~os of a very su<:<:essful :::~henL~. It is 
poc.oibl8 to store a large quantity of \Yater 
at a comparativelv moderatP P-xpenchturc. 
Tho site of the dam has ali the natural 
f0atnres required for th0 accumulation and 
storage of >ve.tE•r. which will 1;ot be yery far 
distant from the land to be IlTI2"at<:cc1. The 
wbolG of the land embodied in tlJP scheme 
and coming within the infhence of the scheme 
\Yill hl~ served h-'<- <:(l'avitntion from the st-ar~ 
age snpply. The irrigable hnd .i' very 
<•xtcnsiYc. It is of hivh-class nnabh-. and 
thnre ·will be n1ore land thfln t11cre i:'i '_'\'<l~c)r 
to ~nnplv, ~" there is no d0firir'nc:- of ung­
able lnn.d. Looking- nt. it frm1 ~h0 :1oint of 
vic1Y of sc~~l anal:-sis. loeat!o·1. cli<:;-:-a nee from 
norts and cvcrythin.!I else, 11- should rP -ult: 
in u ,highly suc~cssful irrigation \- _hcmf'. 

l\Ir. l\1oRC.\X: \Yhat t<' t-. h--:Ye yon madl 
to rn·o.-e i"hat ') 

The TREASl:~RER: Soil an 1 :.ie for on<'. 

Mr. i\TonGAx: That i• not snfficient. 

Tho TRBA$CRER: \Yhat do you '11 g,;est' 

:VIr. ::\TOTW\X: A cf'rtain arc~ ought to 
have be0n tried with watf'r. 

The T'"IE1\ST:RRR: Certain arc"' ha.-e 
bcrn tried \Yith \vatPr. Exnr:riw0nts haYe 
been mr~d£' in a s1nrdl 1vav along- "he Drrw­
wn Vallcv. :\lost of the le•Jd in that area 
h.tf: bc"n {Bcrl for grazing purpos0, for years, 
c nd pradica1lv the only agriculture that has 
b0on r1.rriPd On ther~ iB in th~ sn1all p]ots 
nt th0 differPnt ~tation~. The c:.1F'<'C'''" of 
the'<' small plots shows the remarkable pro­
rluctiYih- of the land. I traYellf'Cl through 
that c;.untn· with His Ewdl<•nc'' the 
GoY0rnor, an~l v c :::aw g-rowin!! thrrc cabhagC'. 
c"1uliflm,·er. citrns fruits. and lucerne. It all 
shmYed the fertility and prodndivit:- of the 
soiL 
~h. MORGA:-T: Th0 lanrl may gro\\· that 

and ;~et not be suitable for irrip;ation. 

The TRE \SUHER: The a!laly cs of the 
::;oils shovv that thov rontain a gt··,d an1ount 
of pl • nt foe d. rcu( in compar;_. >n y,·it\ the 
,,oil~ nt Yanco <:lnc1 a1on;:--- th( ~[nrra~T Rn'?r, 
the D11x nn RiYt~r soj 1

·• -,ho--;,"T nnt f<n·ournh_!~:. 
The c1C'tnPnt< of fPrt1lii·7 nr0 c..np _l'iCJr in _th~ 
cns0 of th0 Thn\hOll. '" l1il0 the• chanJL'll 
"-tru-:•tu:;_·t: of t 110 ~o-il 1~ Vflf;tl:v The 
. -1il is of ~ eaml:-' qw• lity. nn<l contain;; thP 
n,- ,'r '-try pronorhon 0f fine a.n.cl C'O~lr . .::r gra;--~I 
tn rnake it n. fin0 naturall,v-dr.11r:0d srnL 1Yh1rn 
p ·-d-=r·- it ~.nitBb 1 ·• for iiTirxntlrn purpos~~-. 
:\:1_·. Pari inforrn0d n-- th;1 he \Y8::: cpnt:~ 

11 ~, ,,-}th thP su~talJ1 1 ih· nf th_f' ED11 

n: l"fl. irrig·aticn nropo~ition. \Yonlcl lll;;:P to 
rnn~.l' it TJ1nin to ho:t. __ that- .I ~!L 
r:o~ ;-:-J-:ing· ~he 1-Jonsc b:'- n10<1n~ nf th1~ Lll1 

anthorih~ for th0 D:nY~on \ al_lc.' 
bccau;:;c it i~ a~._hr:ittcd tlLlt to bnng 
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that scheme to its full deveJopment-con­
:~truct the largo dams, the n1ain aud subsi­
diary chaunc:ls, and the ,~arious other \vorks 
"Which \Ylll be nece~ ,a,ry-may cost £2,000,0011. 
I run not asking tho llous-~ to comtuit it~nlf 
to an expenditure (< that nHtgnitude 0:1 this 
occasion. \Yhen tho scho111c is full.'· designed 
and all information touchi11g every possible 
aspect of it is ready, a n.olution ''-ill bo 
mbmittccl to Parliament. and all that infor­
mcttion will be made available. All I arn 
aSking for now i" authorit. for tJ1c GoYcrn­
nlent to go on ''··ith tlH~ preli.mjnar work 
and the devdopmcnt of the s:.1all scheme at 
Ca-tle Creek. ,\·hich ",, hone will Gc a 
dcmon~tration of tho ccrtaint; of succcs~ of 
tho ,,·hole schcn1o. ~ 

Mr. FLETCIIER: 'When do you think you 
will have information about tho result of 
the small scheme? 

Tho TREASURER: That will be available 
in tho course of a few months ,, fter the work 
is taken in hand. because it involves the 
~onntruction of only a srnall, inexpensive 
cla-m. I think it will Ge onlv about 21 
feet high at what thev cft!l Roclc: Bar, and 
it \vill subsequently furnish what is known 
as the diyersion eir, but in the meantime 
'it can be used to give a pmnping supply for 
5,000 acres of land. \Yhen the water is 
stored subsequently by the construction of 
-the Nathan Dam, it will Ge supplied to the 
irrigable land, at f1ny rate to a large extent, 
b:: gravitation. In the meantime the cost 
will be modernte, and 5,000 acres of land can 
be brought into use, and a very valuable 
test of the whole scheme can be made. 

I do not know that I need sav much more. 
I and lhe Acting Commissioner recognise 
fully the pocsibilities of storing an enormous 
-quantity of water. Nobody can doubt the 
extent of the irrigable land, the fertility 
of the soil, or the natural conditions in many 
other directions; but the question may pre­
sent itself : vYhat is to be produced? That 
is a matter that will have to engage the 
closest attention of the Commissioner before 
hu makes a definite recommendation to 
Pftrliament. That I consider to be a ques­
tion of outo,trmding imporb:nco. Suppose 
that an area of 1,000 acres is i.:Tigablo 
under the scheme, what will it produce? 
There is no doubt that the land will pro­
duce an enormous quantity of any kind of 
produce, and, judging by the experience of 
irrigation areas on the I\Iurray River, where 
small holdings are capable of supporting a 
man and his family, it will furnish means 
fo~ verv extensive settlement. But before we 
·can ask intending settlers to go on the land 
we "a-nt to be able to advise them as to 
what to pro,dnce. No doubt, in some cases 
the areac will have to be apportioned, so 
that some pol'!ions may be set apart for 
the production of cerl<!in crop and other 
portions for the production of other crops. 
At an:v rate, we are assured that tho _soil is 
suitable for the production of awe kmcl of 
fodder crop or tho<,e fruits which have boon 
produced on irrigable aro<-v~ in the rest of 
Australia, and of any kind of cereeJ or 
lucerne a'· Yvell as any of the leguminous 
-crops; 'therefore the range of possibilities 
is so great that we nec.d not fear that the 
whole of the land will not be succoesfully 
and profitablv used. But I a.m not asking 
the House. on that general statement, to 
C'Onllnit it':<:1f to tho \ holP scheme. I af,k 
the House to give authority to allow the 
',Commissioner to go on Yvith the work, and 

next year, when the reports and designs are 
ready, the House will be asked to cons1der 
the question of authorising the construction 
and establishment of the Dawson Valley 
irrigation scheme. \Vith these remarks, I 
beg to n1ove-

" That the Bill be now read a seoond 
time." 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Have you any plans 
and specifications read;;·? 

The TREASUREH: The plans and 
specifications will Ge submitted to Parlia­
ment. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: A lot of the l3acchus 
Marsh country costs £10 to £15 an acre 
to water. 

The TREASURER: I ha.ve already men­
tioned that f1lmost the whole of this irriga­
tion area yvill be served b.. gravitation. 
lt has just been generally surve::ed. 

Mr. YO\VLES (Dalby): \Ve are asked to 
agree to the second reading of a " Bill to 
1nake provision for the construction, n1ain­
tenance, and ma.nagement of works for the 
storage and supply of ftter for the purposes 
oi irrigation, and for other purposes " ; and 
under that Bill we arc asked to accept some­
thing- that is part and parcel of the Dawson 
Valley scheme, or, at any rate, to give 
authority to go on with something which 
,,-ill be in the nature of a trial as part of 
the general scheme. 

Tho TREAS'CRER: To give the Commissioner 
power to do it. 

Mr. VOWLES: I recollect other similar 
proposals which have been mentioned on 
previous occasions. I rernember a request 
from the Balonne shire asking me to 
accompany the Premier to inspect t.he site 
of a clam on the Condamine River, but I 
have heard nothing further of it, although 
I understand a lot of monov has been 
expended. .. 

Mr. CosTELLO: And the Severn River. 

The TREAS'CRER: It has been surveyed. 

1\Ir. VO\YLES: 'That work has been going 
on for years. I can quite understand that 
it is yery necessary, but we reaily ought to 
get some reports as to w.hether there is a 
possibility of a successful result, beca.nse it 
scorns to me that these schemes arc adopted 
just according to circumstances. It was all 
Ycrv well eo far as the Balonne area was 
concerned, and a good deal of capital was 
made out of it. I do not know how 
manY vears the Government ha vo had parties 
of s,:;r;--cyors out, throughout the Dalby elec­
torate from Cocil Plains to \Varwick. Good­
ness knows what the expanse has been, but 
v" never seem to get any further with it. 

Tho TREASCRER: I got a report on]~,- last 
week on that. That was stream gaugmg. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it has been 
going on for ''ome years past. 

The TREASURER : I think the hon. member 
i" quoting an extreme case. 

l\1r VOWLES: At anv rate, it was all 
part 'and parcel of a sch"eme of irrigation, 
and nothing has been done for the expendi­
ture of the money, in the c ,nse that we have 
not got a report. However, I only say th3:t 
j~1 passing. If "\VC are going to haxe th1s 
big expenditure of money on the ~am and 
other works, and also thP cxpencl1ture o_n 
the railwaY to \Yhich the House agreed, 1t 
1, necessary that we should do something to 

JJlr. Vodrs.] 
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make the area productive, and in order to 
do that ,ve mwst have an irrigation sche1ne, 
and know w.hcther it is likely to be a success 
in the future. At present we cannot poss1bly 
tell. \Ye are agreeing to the appointment 
of a Con1rr1is::;ioner a.t a largo salary and 
with large r){)wors, but there is one safe­
guard, in that he has to produce to th1s 
House at a later date suffic1ent ev1dence to 
justifv anv scheme being proceeded with. 
:\othlno- can be: done bv the Government 
~r bv l1i1n at the prcsc1~t tinw othC'r than 
cxpe~imental 11:ork. That i? the n1ain 1~rin~ 
ciple of the B1ll-thc creatwn of the Co.m­
n1issioner. "\Ye arc gnTng h1n1 very \Ylde 
powers. In fact, ~,\'C are giYipB" hirn po-wers 
which I do not care about. 1\ hc;n the arelL 
has hecn defined, it l-0comes a shire,. under 
certain conditions, and the Colntl1lf·'i1~n~r 
becomes the local authority himself. It JS 

provided in clause 7- . 
"\Yhen it is proposed to cstabhsh an 

irrigation undertaking a.nd t.o corsbtnte 
an irri cration area in relation ther~to, 
the Co~missioncr shall fonYarrl to the 
Minister a repor·t with respect to the 
proposed schtrne.'' 

[7 p.m.] . 
H .. cgarding irrigation areas: tPc B1ll s" y5-

,, rrhe Governor in Counci1 n1ay fron1 
time t; timo by Order in C',uncil-

(i.) Con,titute any {tdinecl part o£ 
Que::-_nsland whcro111 Is lcc~:1,h•d ble 
\Yhole or par of ~"!.lY strearn, 
lake. or s:nn·cc oi :--u:pp<, 
·whe-rPfronl or -.,-d1Preb•." vratPl' L3 er 
n1a--:, be utilisc··l for Jrrigat1on or 
oth"Cr purpo~r-; under the l.~o-.,;-,•rs 
contained in this _..._t\ct. an nng::t­
tion area under such nan1e as i.;; 
dedared b-- the order ; 

(ii.) ·c·nitt' two or n1ore areas into 
one area; 

(iii.) DiYidc an area into hYo or n1ore 
areas; 

(iv.} AHer the bmn'daries of an area 
bv includin£r in an urea part of 
a~1other ar(~a anll excluding it 
fro"'1 the latter; 

(Y.) Inrlnde i:n an ar( .t an outlying 
district; 

(Yi.) Abolish ftll area; 
(vii.} Aclju t anY financial or other 

n1atters in his opinion reqtnrrng 
adjustment by rea3on of dllY 

or.Jcr.'' 

It .seems to rne that the cr~-ation of a sh!ro 
and 1nakinr. the Con1n1js-.ioner the authoritY 
is going to

0

imposr~ a pretty heavy burden on 
the ecttlcrs. 

The TREASrREH : The Conur1issioner nrast 
consh·uct roads; road J aro cssE'nti.d. 

:\Ir. VO\YLES: You rtrc going· to abolish 
the lonl anthoritic nltogether and giYe 
the Con1111i~·,ioncr very large po,crers. 

The TRE.\Sl'RD~ : It m a v be necesearv to 
create a shire \Yithin the 'area. In the~ fir:-.~ 
place, l'oads ltave to be c '~,t ueted, and thc·c 
is no authorit~v. 

i\Ir. VO\YLES: That requires amendment; 
there is no proyic;CJ!l made for it now. TlP 
Bill says-

" Forth\vith upon the constitution of 
an irritration aren., that arLa Flwll be 
constitu''tcd a shire within the meaning­
of the Local Authorities Act bv th,~ 
Goycrnor in Council by an order. ~ 

[Jlr. Votdcs. 

" Thereupon the land con1prisod in stwr_( 
shire sholl be excluded from the arcu or 
areas of the loc,,l autlwrit~,- or loca.l 
authorities 111 which it \VU~s forn1erL· 
included: and every locrd authorit"' 
fonnerly having anY j uri.~di( l!ion oYer any 
such 1"'-nd con1prised vvithi!l ~nch shire 
~h::dl cease tu ha ,~c or exercise unv sur~ 
jurisdiction. L 

"]\' ot\Yithootunding anything contained 
in the Lor ~t! "\utlwritic" Act, the Com­
lnis..,ioncr shall cou~titutc alld fo1· all pur~ 
po~'.C3 be d, _CJned to be the council of such 
shire and a local n,uthori,-1' 1:ithin ihe 
ITt~ J.nin~ of the Local Auihol']tips Act, 
a"d, suiJjc:·t to the ]Hinistcr, ,hall haYo 
and be entitled to and nta.v excreisc snch 
aud so rnrrny of the powc·:·::'l, authoritie~, 
jur~~cli~tion, ~nd im1n~nitics of a l?,_~al 
autnontv un.ucr the LOcal ~.\_uthol'lLICS 
~-\et, jnduding the po\Yer to nH1ko, levy, 
and l'f:COYCr rat2s on land, as are declared 
by tbe GoYcrnor in Council bY an ordr:r 
ol· orders.'' ~ 

That puts the Commissiuner in a YCl'V 
r __ Lnarkable vosition. \\'hj}(' as-,un1ing all th'C 
functions of a l,oeal uuthoritv, v;c have not 
the rl'n1C·dies agairFt hin1 'that thcr·c arE' 
again::;t a loc.:al authority. 

The TRE\S'GRER: lt is the same with reg·acd 
to the S'outh Johnstono sugar \vorks area,; 
there is no shire within the area. 

Jlr. VO\\TES : I think tlw position is n:y 
cliffercrtt. In Part II. of tlw schedule •, e 
urc ked to giye the Con1n1i: ::i-ioncr pvvvers 
-.,yhich are far in cxre"'-s of allYthiu~· tlu_L the 
]ocnl authoritio,, have. \V c al·c putting hirH 
in a ycry autocratic position-giving him the 
po\ver to decide what crop" Ed'C to be grown 
allCl the quanlitv of such crov', the power 
to compel people' to do "·s he bids, the right 
to direct the rr1 to rnake ilnpro-.,-ernent.-.. pow .?r 
pycn in regard to the slaughtering of n1eat. 
Then here is something Dl\V-

" Pre'3cribing and regulating the regi :;­
tration of entire stock in tht! v.rca, .and 
prohibiting the introduction into '-~· 
retention in the area of an\' such ~toe!{_ 
-.,-.,-hi eh, after report b:, al~ authori~ ~d 
oHicer the Con1n1is~~ionl!l' dcemJ i.o bt.. 
inferi~r; prescribing registration fees. 

'; Prescribing and regulating tlH' fu::n­
ishing by occupic1·s of returns giYing­

(i.} The numbers and dcsC'ription of 
their stock; and 

(ii.} The ,•rc-t of their cuitivatccl lRn ~. 
description of the trees. vines; 
crops, and the cultivation therco~l, 
and the yields per acre from 'he 
san1e." 

Tha~- i«, altogether new. and doe·.;; not a;1pl:, 
to any other portion of the State. 1\'h·- it 
:o·hould apply to a particular ( -,se I arn at 
" loss to know. Clause 15 prm-ide~-

" The Governor :in Councjl n1av, at anv 
ti!lle, by order, v~st in fco-:::_itnll1c in th'e 
Comrnissioner any Crown land to be 
used for tho purposes of any under­
taking." 

I do not kno\v ',Yhethcr " und\ rta];;jng" 
1nean;:; lJ'-'rtion of the buildings in COIPH:~·tion 
with the i'cheme or part of the area. V\ e 
give the Cmnmissloner po\Ycr to 
lands to his tenanb-aftcr all, the'-' are 
tenants. He has power to acquire Crown 
land and deal with it so far as hi" tenant 
are concerned. I would like the TreasurCJ· 
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to explain the real meaning of clause 15, and 
of the words "any undertaking." 

The THEASURER: Reference is made to it 
in clause 7. 

:\lr. VO\VLES: Is it the intention to grant 
freehold? 

The THE.iSURER: The tenure under this 
bcheme will he leasehold tenure. 

:Vlr. YOWLES: The Bill subsequently 
refer·. to leasehold and land acquired by the 
Crown. It also proYides the method of deal­
ing with that land. I am in agTecment "·ith 
the general scheme, but I cannot say that 
I am in agreement with the whole of the 
detail·o It is necusary to have a compro­
hell<ive scheme, but it seems to me that we 
are giving very large p<n\Ters to the Corn~ 
Ini·-;;sioner and also to the 5Ccrctary in case of 
the {Jouunissjoner's absence. 'lhe Con1n1is­
sioner 'Will have greater functions than local 
uuthoritie' which makes me think that it 
would be far better if we had more than one 
Commiesionor. \Ve could then have divided 
authority in,tead of autocratic authority. 
\Y c do not kno\v who the Con1rnissioner is 
going to be. Ono nmne ha~ been suggested 
as tho pos;:;ible Comrnissi{nlCr, and, no doubt, 
,_,.e have a good deal of confidence in that 
gentleman. In sorne cases VYO are really 
delegating to him the po·,• er of Parliament. 
\Ve are asked to sanction the basis of those 
]lowers by putting them in the form of 
regulations. TD n1y mind this scherne means 
nationali~::ttion. You are placing an autocrat 
in charge with very large powers, and the 
tenants will be at his mercy, cycn with regard 
to the water that they are to use from time 
to time and as to how they are to use the 
land. It seems that it should not be the 
function of a Goyernn1ent to give such large 
powers without placing very ample restric­
tions on them. I approve of the principle 
of the Bill, but the details should furnish 
a1nple scope for critif'isn1. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): In dealing with 
the subject of irrigation. any one who has 
any knowledge at all of the conditions which 
prevail in our 'vestcrn country and in a ver~,T 
considerable area of the State n1ust recognise 
that one of the great drawbacks to the pros­
perity of tho State. and one of the things 
that is " hitting us to leg" nearly every ycal', 
is the lack of water. Although \Ye haYe had 
in some years what we woulCl call a moder­
ately good rainfall, yet during a number of 
years yarious parts of the State have suffered 
Yery considerabl:c from drought. If it were 
possible to tabulate the stock losoes and crop 
lof·,cs that have occurred in Que<msland dur­
ing- the last fifteen or twenty years through 
drou~ht conditions., I supposo tllv": value 
\Yould run into millions of pounds. I take it 
that the object of the Bill is. as far as we 
'po-:c,ibly can, to proYide a -cotnprehen:::ive 
mea'lue cO\·ering the whole of the State. 
w that we shal(be able in some :degree at 
least to minimise the terrible losc<'S which 
1vo have sufferPd in years gone by frotn 
-droughts. The Bill we arc considering is cer­
tainly a very comprehensive n1cnsurc. and. I 
do not think it has come am· too soon. For 
vPars nast, hon. n1e1nbcrs have got up in 
this Chamber, time and time again, and 
spoken in favour of water conservation and 
irrigation. Just to what extent we shall be 
able to ce"rry out. irrigation schemes we can­
not tell at the present timE'. Unfortunately, 
we have not the streams which some of the 

other States have, .and our work in connec­
tion with irrigation mu ,t of necessity be 
somewhat limited. At the same time, we 
should not allow ourselves to be " hit to leg " 
the way we have been during past years 
when droug-ht conditions prevailed. It is 
not xnany years since you could reckon 
with a certainty in Queen&land on having a 
regular wet season. That was the normal 
condition of affairs throug-hout Queensland 
t\Yenty or twenty-five years ago. 

Jl.lr. l(IRWAX: We used to have plenty of 
r~11n ever, Fe1Jruary. 

Mr. TA YLOH: Yes, and as a rrsult of 
tho· e rains co1ning at th~At particular sea,.on 
of the :·TC'hL' \ve \VOl~c gcncraliy assured of a 
fairly good ;.::eason; but now to get a wet 
~r I:!_ ''on is Lc)corning the exception. The nor· 
nwl condition of affairs in Queensland over 
a trernl ndous urea of the State is drought 
Dt drv ('Ond1tioru. As far as w2 can \YC "\1Yant 
1-o o\~c-'rcomC' that state of affaiL3 and lnini­
mise the lo,so> as much as pussible. 

The Cornn1issioner is given very wide and 
extensive powers under this Bill. I am a 
grecct believer in giving- wide powers to the 
man at the head of Hffairs if he is a good 
man. I do not believe iu hobh)ing a man 
11 ho can do his job, and one of the reasons 
\Yhy 'Succc:::..-:. has not been more frequent in 
connection \vith big underLtkings in tho past 
lms been that the man in charge, although 
he know his. job, was fettered and hampered 
bv others who were associated with him and 
lc;s \York. I certainly believe in paying a 
man a e:ood salary. According to the J5ill, 
'' e are going to pa;v the Commissioner a 
salary o! £2,000 a year. If \~,,e can get a 
good man, he should be worth eyc1·y penny 
of it. 

Mr. KIHWAX: He will be the Queensland 
~,_loses all right. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If we can get a man to 
con1c along "With a wand and strike the rock 
and bring forth water in the desert, like 
Moses did of old, he will be worth a lot more 
than £2,000 a year. One scheme in parti­
cular was mentioned bv the Premier-the 
Dawson RiYer scheme. " According to the 
Yarious reports we have had in connection 
with that scheme, it seems to be one which 
will be of the very greatest benefit to Central 
Queensland. I understand that Mr. Part­
ridge. , •. ho has been appointed by the 
Government to report upon that scheme, 
recommends that a small portion of it. 
sufficient to irrigate about 5,000 acres, shall 
b2 gone on with at the earliest possible 
opportunity. I have no doubt that Mr. 
Partridge has given reasons for his rccom~ 
mendation, and I should be prepared to 
accept his recommendation: but ono of the 
difficulties we arc alway" faced with in con­
nection with estimat<lS of experts is that we 
get their estima to of cost with regard to big 
public works of all kinds, and, unfortunately, 
we find when we start the work that, not 
only are the ostima tes tens of thousands of 
pounds out, but in some cases £200,000 or 
£300.000 out. I certainly think there is some­
thing wronp; v:hen men who are supposed 
to know the particular work they are 
engaged in plac·e an estimate of cost before 
Parliament in regard to a certain work. and 
sometimes arc £200.000 or £300.000 out in 
their estimate. In irrigation works such as 
this, most of the work will be on the sur, 
face and fairlv well reYealed. \Ve can 
understand that' in connection with the work 

Jir. Taylor.] 
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being carried out for tho Metropolitan \Yater 
Supply and So·.vorage Board in Brisbane the 
greater part of the money has to be spent m 
tunnelling and :s0'.Vers at varying depths 
undergwund. and it is a very difficult matter 
for the experb to assess the cost of the work. 
'£hey ha vc a fair knO\dcdge of the Viork, 
but thoy have not the exact and complete 
knowledge on which to furnish an accurate 
estin1ate, and hcnc~~ they are often con­
siderably out in their estir(latr"S, I trust that 
in connection with this proposal and all other 
irrigation works the Uovernmcnt and the 
Minister will b·c careful to imprcc·s upo11 the 
men who have the responsibility of reLOm­
mending to Parli·Jment that c-~rtain irriga­
tion wmk shed! be carried out the nee '"sity 
of using every care to see that their estima ieG 
are within a reasonable amount of what the 
total cost i.s likely to bo. Of course. untowMd 
circumstances, for which the export is not 
responsible, may occur to alter the estimate; 
but, by and largo, it seems to me that in tho 
preparation of estirnates vory much greater 
care should ]Je taken and bottPr j udgmont 
shrnv11 th:1n hfl"- hPPn thn f'fi'<P in f'nnnpf>":--inn 

~~ith -n;~~y ;;~tin~a:t-;;~ ~;;l~ic_h_l1a~~ -b~-~;; f~~~ 
nished from time to timo in regard to public 
works. 

The Pr~mier mentioned the matter of 
crops of various kinds which could be grown 
on these areas. One of the most important 
things vvo hav-e to consider in connection 
with an irrigation scheme is whlLt crops shall 
be grown. IY o do not want to grow crops 
of which there is a superabundance in the 
State. The requirement, of the State in 
regard to a number of kinds of prodnc0 are 
amply supplied at proJent. If we can hnd out 
the crops which will grow on the, e irrigat• d 
area, which we shall be : .. b]e to wpply to 
n1arkets requiring thhn, \YC shculcl dirc·~t our 
activities in that direction. and sec that 
crops aro not gro\vn of which thoro jg a 
plethora in the State at the present time. 
vVe kllO\\ the difficultv WO haYe had during 
the last year or two \vith rcg1.rd to fruit in 
particular. The people who have grown 
those crops hav-e lost money ; and \VG want 
to cut that out and obviate the loss, if it is 
possible to do so. I do not know whether 
the Commissioner i·s altogether the best 
man to advise in that. direction, but he ha.•, 
that power. He has also the po\vor-I do 
not know whether he would really po,,ess 
the qualifications necessarv-to go on to an 
area and destroy everything on it-fruit 
treP"· vin(':.;, crops, frnitcases, and a lot of 
things which are em,mcratod in the Bill. if 
he thinks they arf' in any "\va:,~ noxious to 
the whole settlement. I do not think the 
Commissioner should h"""' thqt po'> or, and 
I do not know whether he is the best man 
to exercise povvor in that partirulnr direc­
tion. I believe in giving him all the power 
po"-_,iblc to ma,ke tbc nndcrt-aking a succPss, 
but in some directions tho curtailri1cnt of that 
povvcr In ay bo found ncce~ ")ar>~. 

\Vith regard to othor irrigation sch0mos 
mentiunPd in this Chr:n1brr. theq' i,:, th0 
:\Iount Eel'' ends scheme for one. I hope the 
Government will 'c:ot lose eight of that 
f:,,_'hf'n1C'. It only wanh irrigation t.o con1-
plcte the sucre;:;,o;; of the llcop 1e l·ngagcd 
in agricultural operations ~here. I hop'' th<c 
1\Tount Edwards scheme ,, Ill come unrier the 
considcrabon of the Government, and, if 
possible, that they will provide the nCCf'sscuc· 
water to irrigate that countr;.'. rrhere are 
a number of areas in our State which will 

[Mr. TaylM. 

lend t hemsch-cs to schcm cs such as \Ye a re 
considering to-night. The Bill i, bto in 
C<Jlning along, but it is none the lc\,s 'velco1ne 
for that. I think en•n-onc in this Chamber. 
no matter what prtn:, 'he belongs to. should 
"~elcon1c anything in tho direction of pro­
Yiding the v·ater •.d1ich is '0 llbiolutely neces­
sary for tho develop111 ent of the ;-, rea.s and 
the maintenance of the people in the dr".­
areas of the State. 

Mr. BET3BIXGT0:0i (Dm.';ton) : I am afretid 
that I must disagree with other hon. mcm­
h•!rs this eyening. \Vith all due ddoren:'e 
to the Premiu, I do not think thrtt irrig"­
tion is a thing that the State wants at 
present. principally because of th<J expense. 
.. A.t prc~cnt we aro suffering frorn extren10 
taxation and the high cost of liYing. Tho 
people aro looking for soPwthing· that will 
reduce taxation and that will reduce the cost 
of liYiD':, but this Dill is just going the oth?!' 
·way. There is no rhance of reducing tax.:t­
tion for ten or twent-,· years y:ith a Bill of 
this kind. This \vill increase it at fir·:.t, 
ftlthcm.gh it !T~R:' b0 a sncrcs'3 in thf' future. 
':Ve cannot afford any irrigation schen1es at 
present. There are many things \V(~ \Yould 
like; but which we cannot afford. \Ve haYe 
heard a lot about good 1·oa·ds in country dis­
trict'', which we "-ould like verv much. but 
if \Ye hanl to spend £3.000 or" £4,000 per 
mile in making good roads. we shall be plac­
ing a burden on the people of the country 
that they will never be able to carry. 1'\o 
doubt irrigation works are very desirable, 
but """ eannot afford the ''L Thev will run 
into " cost of something like '£5.000,000. 
The Premier estimates the cost of the Dawson 
Vallev scheme at rbout £2.000.000; but he 
kno>YS thcl' J is not a single irrigation schen1e 
in Australia that has not coJt three or four 
times the original estimate. Look at the 
big lrrlg-ation 3cheJno in ~ ~· w South Vv' ale~, 
which is not a success yet. They h.vd to 
write off £3.000.000. bnt the man on the lane! 
is still unable to pay tlw cost of the irriga­
tion. 'rhon~ vyrrc great blundPrs in connec­
tion with the =''"ew South \Yalcs scheme. I 
was there ll1} Jclf. and I saw w her2 they 
allm eel peach tn to grow for four yFtrs 
before they discovered that they were tho 
wrong ~ort of trees for that area and should 
neyer have boen pla!!tcd. \Ye might profit 
a .o:ood deal by the experience of others. 
\Yhat struck me mosj~ was this: \Yhen one 
got off the train at the railway station he 
s.tw a ]o,·ely circling drive with palms on 
both sides of it, so that he felt that to conwrt 
what was drsort into a paradise like that 
•.,-as worth an;;' cost, and that it was money 
well sncnt. Then one saw beautiful buil::l­
ings a-nd fell more in love with the place. 
and if he wa a Go,-ernmcnt official he con­
tinnc'1 i~1 loYc with it. But after a. ·while, if 
he was working on the land, he ·wonld find 
thot the lovdv palati::l rc,idcnces and offici-; 
bc!ong'f'd to the officials, and that the men 
,,-ho •xPrc cultiyating the land li.-ed mostly 
1~1 th0 tin huts on the flat. \Ye do not want 
!11i•t kind of thing in Queensland. \Yhilc the 
irrjgatlon area va:;: being d0signed and the 
chanllc]s were being cut. there vvcrr about a 
doz011 motor~cars. and thcr£~ were n1anv men 
\Yho had vorv nice job><. Thc:v did not do 
too n1uch and they got big v;age::. and had a 
70cd hme. Then the farmer came along and 
had to carr:- the burclc•n, and he is loaded 
no>Y ,-;ith from £4 to £7 an acre water rates 
as a result of the splendid time the other 
cl:t,,s had during the five or six years while 
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the irrigation area was being laid out. There 
is no doubt that hund,.eds of men had a good 
time during· that period; but can we do 
these things at a price that the man on the 
farrn will not have to carry too hcav:v a 
burden or that the taxpayers will not have 
to foot the bill? 

:.1r. Bn::xxAx: You are a P' sqinlj~t. 

:VIr. BEBDI~GTO::'\: I am speaking the 
truth and I know \vhat I am talking about. 
I am' not like the hon. member. 

The SPEAKER : Order : 

Mr. BEBBING'TOK : I am sure we all 
recognise the neccosi ty for gi vin(l' land . to 
every man in Queensland who wtll use tt; 
but I find that there are hundreds of thou­
sands of acres of land along the coast wrth a 
verv big rainfall and near railways which 
could be used, without going to the expense 
of spending £4,000,000 or £5,000,000. to make 
land available under a scheme wh1ch, fro1n 
my point of view, is going to be a failure. 
I cannot see daylight tbrough it,_ and I _;vtll 
tell you whv. 'The farmers wrll certamly 
pay a water· rate of £4 or £5 an acre, and 
that is jmt as much tl'• you un make from 
an aere by growing wheat. Cereal crops wtll 
not carrv an irrigation rate such as that, 
and, on "the other hand, we ha H' so much 
other land on which it will pay far better to 
grow wheat if you can got a crop only 
every three' years. _It is abs~lutel:v out of 

the questwn to conc,;der the grow­
[7.30 p.m.] ing of that kind of crop. The 

Treasurer should abandon the 
idea of growing on any irrigation area any 
crops which rtro used exclusively in Queens­
land. The only crops which can be grown 
are those which can be exported. The 
farmers on the Darling Downs, in the 
Lockycr district and in the districts on tho 
South Coast c~uld grow three times the 
amount of stuff they are growiug to-day if 
the market existed for it. ·what is the good, 
then, of spending £5.000.000 in providing 
an irrigation area on the Da,vson RiYer, 
hundreds of milts a" ay from a market? It 
will be absolutely impossible for those men 
to cmnpete in the n1arkct;; of Queensland. 

l\lr. BR2..XXAK : 
progrcs .•.. 

You no idea of 

Mr. BEBBE\GTO:'\: Hundreds of tons of 
":tnff coiYl'o into our n1arkets, and we could 
double it at any tin1c if \YO needed it. It 
is no good a-dvocating the settling of 500 
or 600 more farmers to compete with those 
who are growing for the local market nmY. 
Before burdening the taxpayers, it has to be 
proved that that land will g(ow something 
which can be exported. The money which 
you would get from groviing wheat \Yould 
not pay the water rates. The farmets are 
~nfficicntly taxed now. It is no use incrf' 1sing 
the taxat;on on the farmers in the South to 
put up worko on the Dawson. In Queens­
land we know yerv little about the cost 
of such schemes. "Cnless you have land 
graded to a fairly good level, it is no good 
biking about irrigating it. On some of the 
irrigation areas in Ne\v South \Yalf's fron1 
£10 to £15 an acre had to be spent on 
g1·ading. 

~\lr. PETERSOX: 
graded. 

'This land is naturally 

Illr. BEBBINGTOX: ~o much the better. 
In a big area there is' bound to be a fair 
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amount which will have to be graded. Only 
land which is of a sandv nature is fit for 
irrigation. You cannot ;rrigate black soil. 
If vou poured water on black soil, it would 
set· as ,l1ard as iron, and take three times 
the amount of cultivation. The lands down 
South \vhich haYe been irrigated success­
fully have been lands of a sandy nature, 
oJ' such as that at Bacchus :Ylan'h, which 
bas 16 to 18 feet of sandy loam 
from which to drain the water. Thev have 
the· Mclbonrnc market for their pt~oduce, 
and they get the very highest prices. 'They 
pay £1 an acre water rat••s, and t.hey find 
that that is very heavy. So. if our works arc 
going to cost from £3 to £5 an acre, it will 
be a very heavy burden. Theec are things 
about which we want to be careful. I have 
-een a good deal of the Dawson country. 
I haYe bcett from \Vestwood down through 
Banana and. Taroom thre" or four times, 
and r. !so •m the \Yestern iine from Taroom. 
I do not know the exact sp'ot where the 
dam is going to be built: but I know that 
a. p:ood ·deal of the land there is not fit for 
irrigation-it is heavy black soil. With 
vcrv heavv rain. a lot of our Downs black 
coii sets ii1to a hard cake, and von cannot 
grow crops on it. I hope that the Treasurer 
will make all possible inquirieB before the 
State is committed to such an enormous 
expenditure. A grea.t many professional 
men are going to get Yery g-ood jobs out of 
this. Some of those men have boon misled 
in comparing Queensland wit.h other coun­
tries. You cannot judge thf\ Dawson lands 
by the fruits grown in Victoria or N.:;w 
South \V rtles. A good dr::tl of m.unev will 
haYe to be spent on experiments before it 
will be found what crops can be grown. You 
ran grov\- raisins or curran_t" properly on1y 
where there is practically no rainfall. Th•o 
land is irrigated just when thev reqnire n, 
and fine weather is necessarv fm· tb0 harvc,t. 
If t.he seasonal rains fell at the time of the 
hanpc.ting of the fruits, theY cannot be 
dried. It is no use shutting our eves to 
the difficulties that exist. As tbis Bill does 
not rPa.ll:v say that the things sball be done­
the Treasurer .. avs be has to wait for the 
Comn1isRioner's report-! can sec no harm 
in it. If it \Yore intended to c-ommit the 
Ste.te straightaway to an expenditure of 
£2.000.000. with the aesmance of the 
expenditure of a further £3.000.000, I 
\Yonld Yote against the Bill. 'That not being 
m. I shall vote for it. 

:\Ir. PE'TERSO:::-.J (Xonnanby): I cordially 
sunport th.-, second rea.ding- of this most im­
no.rtant Bill. Ever since Queensland became 
~ State I do not think that we have had 
before any Parliament such an important 
measure. destined eo to incrcas" land settle­
ment. Dc,pite <vhat some hen. members 
mav t_llink of proposal;; of this na.tnre, I have 
ah,~avs realised that, as Qnee-ns1and is so 
often' affiictE'cl with droug-ht, not'.vithstanding 
the fact that she bas magnificent soils, we 
brrvc not ]wen able to take tho fullest 
advantag-e of those soils. Tt is no good 
nausoatini! the Honse by trving to proYe 
YVhnt rr Yalunblc factor irrigrrtion i.s; that is 
a foregone conclusion. 

0 b l' parb; of the' wo~'kl havo shown that 
jr.riwlJ]on i.:; t1Je ~'11vatJOn of thr, agr1cul~ 
t·n·!"> l indu:str:v nnr1 of par.::lTllonnt irnpor' 'lllf'C. 
'\Vhilr I intc1;d to ~uppf;rt th0 n1.0asurC'~_nn:~o 
ni:l"".· s"fi~lY u~1-pr a no'-r> of ""':lrnJng. ~"·.DllC' 
it ·n1av br nnssihlc \Yjth ~u~·h n hn ,har:t 
jrrigat.ion schcrne to induce hundreds or 

Mr. Peterson.] 



1890 [ASSE:.ifBLY.] Irru1atwn Bill. 

t ~1ousands cf pco1) le to go on tht• Da \Y~ 0 · 1 "! a!L•y land,. it must be remembered that 
I:: IS not a b1t of goncl baYing thuu~ands of 
poop!: o,_n the land unlc-s you ha Ye tlu manch 
morp 111 ,__hr c1t~cs to cou~un1e the prcduce thJ.t 
!hey grow. L·nlc:ss th~ GoYC'n1n1cnt kPcp t~I.:lt 
1mport~nt aspect lll rn1n(_L and un1e:-3s theY are 
cletcrr:un~d not be to sidC'trackcd bv an,~ citv 
org-~1 n1sn;trons. 1vhich. are dctcrni1nccf to Oppose 
~n 1mnugrati~n policy, the irrigation schf::-n1e 
mu.st be a fauurc. I haye no doubt that the 
GoYerument will sdcct a g·enticmon tu fill the 
1 O:nhoJ~ of (;ornn1i~s-ioncr \Vho i•.iil be a man 
of Lusl!l('3S acurncn, and I bclie\·e that if 
h? adYJsc~ t.he Gon'l'lltncnt to ~ J on \Yith 
!he ~onstruetH~~l of +)~t? D:lvi·~on \yullf•;.: s<henH', 
1t

1 
':''Ill j meet ''_rth uir.JrHate succe"-::. But that 

u1t1nu~ ~c~ qw''L'E'" cannot be QchiC've<l unlc ) 
v c ha Ye hand in hand \Yirh that :;:eherrl(' a 
great /'iChenL) for lnurir~Tntion to the cities 
fl·orn ovcrsea·,, \Ye talk abunt our OY('r.:;;rn, 

n1~rkets; but the ovc1 ~ea m:nk '~. have 
faded U? in our bnd times. \Y c ha n:~ failPd 
n~any tuues bcc:-tuF>c of glut" on th_-.. o~-hor 
Hde of the \rorld, ancl COlFC'qucnth~ the 1-H-..;t 
n1arket that Quet'rt·Jand h1s to-dllv is her 
U\Yll nltu:ket. Y\.,.L) :_hould a :-;('hP.mc co1la-
~cral ':nth this lHl\<ng- ib object the 
met· ·asmg of tho population of the citv. The 
n~arb:~ts crcnteU b,,- our own populatiOn wiH 
grve tho fa.r!ner ~ better chance tlncugh the 
schcn1~ Ol;lthnC'd 111 the Prinuuv Product~r:-)' 
Organisation Af't ant1 otlu-r schCrnc,, akin to 
that,_ an;l he will be in a better position to 
ob!a1u hH! fnll rc~ult of his laboLn· without 
b_e1ng dependent on JnarlH t~ on the othrr 
oleic of _thE' world. Probably, in ConL:Jittl'C' 
sug_gcc;;tJons \Yill be n1ade to n1ake thirp·~ 
~as.H'r _for those vvho intend to \Vork on the 
rrngabon areas. A great clr'al of the 
depends prin1arily upon \v·hat the F>chcn1e 
g?I_DfS to co.'Jt. and con-seqtL·ntly grc•at re:-.ponsi­
blhhes rest upon the GoY<:'rnment to see that 
unUcr all the Clrcum_stanc-c s the \York is done 
as. cheaply as po_.~1blo co1npntihle \Y-ith a 
fan· deal for tho men thcv ar, going to 
employ. They must sec that "they get the full 
vc~{ue for then rr10ney, and that excessive co;;t 
wd not be passed on to the .,ettlcr. If von 
\vant ;1 e-ch:'rnc tc, ~uecc'''d, :~;ou n1u"t C1Hlca­
Your to get the wa:cr mpply to thr people 
at the chcapc,t pm"1ble rate. If that is clone 
collateral with the expan· ion of the areas 
I ha,·c no fear whatt•·,"f'l' for th0 ~c:hPllH'. an.ci 
a.; :,·cars roll by "1 C' shall b:' a1)lf' to look bacl~ 
~nd be proud of tlw Par1iaule11t \Yhich \Yas 
rn:-;trnrncntal in passing a lTI('ac•nrc of this 
natura. 

1\Ir. :HORGJc:\1 (.llurillrr): As th' water to 
11_: _stored iu connoc ... ion with tho Da·,. :3on 
\, al10~v sch 'rile. will hP in n1_v e!crtoratP. l 
cun ver.v rnnch Intcrrsted in thi~ Bill. EYcry 
care shonlcl be takeu to -cc thot full ndtll! 

1s rcccJYecl for the money c:>;ep:·nclc'd. I quite 
ngrec \YI1h hon. me1ubpr. when the-::· ~tatl) 
th.1t the of the ~.~·hcL~e d::·ncnds ycrv 
~ar,!Scl:.7• upon eo< of the \Ya~ter in th0 
llTigahon area?. I know it is po .. z_,iblt for 
thP _rost to be so grctt that the an1ount 
obbun~"cl frorn a crop is not snfficlent to ]P~YP 
any )Hofit. If we arc able to nrm·iclc the 
pc::->ple on the irrigable ar0as "with water 
at a rca~onablc rate to cnEtbJf~ thC'nl to pro­
duce a crop and hrtYP sufficiHlt mont?-7 for 
themselves, there can b2 no donbt a:.m~t the 
.snccc:JS of the sclH ~ne. Take the irrigation 
area at Mildura. Perhaps there i, no~ other 
land in Australia more suit.1blc for irrigation 
purposes than that 8rt>a. Tht- Tr-asnrC'r ha;; 
stated that the land in the Dall·son Vallev 
is capable of growing all kinds of crops, 
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fruit,_ etc._, but that does not say that the. 
Jar:d rs stutabl? .for irrigation purpOses. I a 1n 
qu_ItP ~ur·e thar If ,,·atcr \Va:-- put on the black 
:oud of 1 he lla rling Downs it "ould do mm·e 
lllJury tlw,n good. It '~ ou1d not C~UlSt! that 
land t~- produf'e_ nn~: n1or '· Although son1e 
lands IHH Le nch 111 Pg'('tflLlc matter and 
c<-:rwble of gi:oy;ing <:tll kinds of crops und0r 
r:ah~ra~ f'c~ndJhons, 1t rnay not be suitable 
fur ungation purpo"es. 

The TnEASc;nER: You haYc to asce-rtain the 
corTcct 1nechanical construction of the soil. 

:\Ir. :\IORG,\X: The "·ntcr has to percolato 
rhrougl1 the sod 111 the :5an1e way rs a svoonful 
of wGtG'r wonlcl percolate through a basin of 
sHgar, eventually n1oistcni11rs the whole of 
that sugar. You might in sOllH! localitv have 
exc ptiunally rich lancl capable of g1~owing 
Ycry good crops; yet, if yon ,, r-rp to dig a 
bole and pour into that bole a bucketful of 
\Vater, the \\atcr virould rPnlain there for a 
\-reek or nron~ '''ithout l)ercolntino· throurrh the 
ooil. That land is not suitable for irrigation 
purposes. On the other hand, if you were to 
pour m a bucket of water and it was gradu­
ally abwrbecl, that land would be suitable 
for irrig·ation. If water was poured on land 
and the soil became crusty, it wuulcl bo almost 
impossible to work it, and it would be abso­
lutely use]eso for irrigation purposes. In the 
~Iildura irrig~ttion area there arc limestone"' 
abont the size of hens) egg~, when that 
land is irrigated 1\yo or th:·cc a ye.a., 
aecording to necessity, the water liberates 
a cPrt.-,in an1ount of lime, which ac-ts as. a 
fcrtili:, r. That is one rea:-on wh:v irrignt.ion 
is so successful in that arc<t. I think the cost 
of watc'r in ::\lildura is about 10s. a foot, and 
ono foot of water two or three times a :,·0a1· 
i::> all that is nccc::.~arv on that al,:a. An 
acre of Yincs in Mildur'a will produce £75 or 
£80 worth of fruit. "Cnder those conditions 
irrigation must be rccognis d as a payable 
proposition. 

The Tm;suRER: I do not think it can btc 
done so cheaply as that. I can gi,·e the hon. 
gentleman some official figuTes. 

:\Jr. ::YlORGA:\1: There might ha ye been 
an increase in rc'ccut vear:3. The clin1atic 
conditions at :Ylildum are suitable for iniga· 
tion. The average rainfall is about 8 inches 
to 10 inchc pe1· annum, and it does not 
rnaitcr vYbcther rain falls in thP loL~ality or 
uot. lf rain falls during the drying pnriod, 
i1 does more injury than good. I think the 
averag-e rainfall in the Dawson \"'""allev IS 

frcn:; 26 inches to 28 inchc~ per annn:u, ~ ancl 
thP rain fall'3 during the part of tho year 
when the fruit is ripe. The gro\Ying of fruits 
i t1 the D<nY~on -v alle: for drying purpDsc· 
would be out of the question. The only 
time the :Ylildura fruit crop is a failure is 
\vhen it hapfJC'Il~ to rain Juriug the picking 
season. 'Iho D[nvson ValL•·; lancls \Yill m-ost 
likE'h- be suitable fo1· the g~~owing of lucerne 
and 'other fodder crops, and if tmch crops al'e­
gl·own, combined with dairying, t1wre \Yould 
be rio nece'5it,- to glut the inarket ,,-ith tho'e 
crops, as the:.: can be fed to the dairy stock 
aml the dairy prodnce exported. That ,,-oult! 
b(~ n1uch more profitable fl·orn the produce-r::/ 
point of Yiew . 

I \You1d like to know from the Treasurer 
whc·ther the Bill will give the Commissioner 
power to lock different riYel.': that is to say. 
if he reports that it is a<h-ieable to lock tbe 
Cor:.damino River, w1ll he haxe poY.·er to do 
so? The locking of many rinrs ,,-ould be of 
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adYantagc frorn a don1cstlc point of yir>':, 
ap8 rt altogether fron1 irriQ;ation. In ~lc­
toria, :-\;.,·eral riYers are locked, not :l.lto­
gcthcr for the purpose of irrigahon. but in 
ordC'l' to giYc the people a ~upply of \YatC'l' 
for stock and domestic pnrpo,.e,. In the \Yim. 
rnera district \Yatcr is raken bv channels into 
the clrv arc"JS 150 to 200 miles away, It is 
taken rwarl v as far as ::VIilclnra. I \Yould like 
to sec a provvision in this Bill giying the Ctm1-
Inissioncr power to pl'Ollare a :'iChen1c for the 
locking of the Condmnino l~iYc:r. That i;:; a 
·work that is absolutely nccm>arv. Con-
dainine Ri,-cr is ono o'x the V 

land that would lend 
purposv;. Thrrc should be a ~of wc1 rs 
frorn the head of that YPrv fine ri~:('l' right 
down to the Que<>nslaml · bonl0r. At tiJC 
present time it is only a chain of \Yatcrhole'· 
during dry periods, and if a weir ;vcre 
erected eYerv 20 or 25 miles, the channel 
would be full, and the farmers on the 
banks of tlw river \Yho had a.rcas suit­
able for irrigation could put in t~~Pir own 
pun1piug plants and irrigate as thc~T desired, 
and, in addition, they would be• able to send 
their produce• do'Yn by boat to tho nearect 
railwav station. That is a scheme that must 
he undertaken sooner Dr later, and the Cmn­
mis••ioncr who is to be appointed should have 
power to recommend such a scheme a, that. 

The TREASuRER: So he has. 

Mr. J\IORGA~: I am very pleased to hear 
that. I do not know :VIr. Partridge per· 
sonally, but \vhat I have heard of him has 
been vor favourable. I know he has been 
connC'ctcd \Yith sornc very i1nportant ''ratcr 
5chrtnes in Victoria and in Dther parts o~ 
Au~tralia, and I understand he is an cxrPl>­
tionaily good n1an. I hope he proves right 
up to expC'cta tions. All the sarne, I rccogni~e 
that this Bill gives him very drastic powers 
--pmwrs alruo·t too great to be placed in 
the ban,l"> of anv onP rnan. In \7"ictoria the; 
haYc a bvar-d ~consisting of three Cotntni~­
siont'rs. I am not ad\rocating that systen1 
here, but we arc gi,-ing the Con1mis~ioner 
gn•ater lW\Yer than any lllrtn possossc~) u.nder 
sin1ilar conditions in an~- part of _\_u~tralia, 
i£ not in ally part of the \Yorld. 

Th,! TnEASCRER: I think the hon. member 
is \'\Tong. 

:Mr. :\10RGA~: Is the Dill drafted on tho 
lines of the Arts in existence in the Southern 
States? 

The TREASCRER: We have follov,cd the 
model' of other States. 

:.\Ir. ::V10RGA='l: \Vhat other States-Yic· 
toria? 

The TREASURER: Partly Victoria. 

Mr. MOHGA='!: I do not think the Vie· 
torian Act gi,~e;:;; the Co111111isjioner,) the ~<.uno 
<h·j5fic powc·rs as are contained in this Bill. 

The TREASuRER: There is not the same 
ncc·essit~, there. 

:Cdr. MORGA='l: I certainlv think we arc 
placing a Yery great r('"ilJOl~sibiJity on the 
COinmii3':ionC'l', \Ye arc giving him po\ver 
to create areas. and he is n'sponsible for all 
rnatters in thos0 area~. 1--lL c·:n take contrnL 
ju;.:t as he dc-;in''c, of the prop0rtv of the 
people in the areas. He can dictat~ to them 
as to \Yhat they must grow. ancl he can take 
poseescion of the crops after they haYe been 
grown. He is practically a dictator. 

I have bad an opportunity of visiting the 
Dan•on Valley, and I think it is eminently 
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suitable for the purpose oi water conscn a· 
tiou. I haYe b€'cll to )-~athan Gorgr, and I 
think nature intended that gorge to be the 
~itc of a \Vater ;:;toragc schmnc. \Vhen 
d1P darn co1npletc the ·watt'r will be darn-
nlecl baek for a distance of about 36 1nilcs 
froru the gorge to the to-..Yn.-hip of Taroorn, 
and in certain plac<:s it will be 15 milr-; wide. 
I~ cedainly \Yi11 provi,de an irr1n1cnse quan­
titv of \Yater. n,nd the Daws-)n is one of tbe 
ri,~crs that do not run dry C'Yell duriug 
periods of drought. It has never been known 
to be absolutely dry, and dnriug 19J2 and 
in othc•r droug·ht times ,< trcams have broken 
out and tho water runs faster than it doe'J 
in nor!nal ti 1ncs. 

:\Jr. COSTELLO : That is not an argument. 
for irrigation. 

:\h. MORGA:\": It means that water wili 
nCY<'r be short. \Yhcthcr the water will be 
~·uitablr for irrigation i8 a 1natter that will 
haYe to be takeu into consideration, 

The 'THFISFRER: The water is perfectly 
suitable. 

J\Ir. :\IORGA:'\ : I am yery pleased to know 
that. Certain \vaters. after tF.ing dammed 
for son1o time, dra\v rertain chernicals frorn 
the soil ',I' hi eh make the "ater unsuitable for 
irrigation. 'Tho water in the Condamine 
RiYer in certain tirnes "'o£ the year bccorucs 
hard, and if placed on the land it leaves a 
sort of residue, and it is not altogether suit. 
able for irrigation. r_rhe same thing occurs 
in Victoria. 'Tho water in tho \Y-i1nn1cra 
fi,jypr in -Victoria, \Yhen it \V<1S a running 
strcarn, \Vas soft and fresh, but if it rt1 lnainod 
in the river for any length of time it became 
brackish and certainlv was unsuitable for 
irrigation. 'The water' in the Daws' n Hiver 

has to be pro,·ed and te,ted. It 
[8 p.m.] is certainlv ven' nice water but 

owing to 'the fact that yat; are 
going to flood an enormous area of land, it 
is quite possible that the \Vater will absorb 
certain chemicals from the land which will 
make it unsuitable from an irrigation point 
of view. I only noint out thes··, matters inci­
dentallv. I do' r1ot wish in anv wav to con­
demn t'hc scheme, as I am one' of those who 
believe that water conscr\"ation in Queens­
land Ycill do an enormous amount of good. 
In Victoria n1ilJions of pontHh haYt' bN'll 
spent in "' atcr collClCrnttion. I ktww t~1at tho 
\Yirr1mcrn \\'"atcr Tru~t alcne bon·o\YCd and 
expended £2,000.000 in water conse1·vation. 
Victoria has spent anything from £10.000,000 
to £12.000,000 in water consenation. W c 
have spent absolutely nothing in Queensland. 
\\' e have not got a l\Iinister connected with 
tlw \Y at er Supply Department. 

The 'TREASuRER: \Ye must make a start. 

Mr. MORGA"': \Ye have been going many 
vears. Queensland is not altogether a young 
State. The 'Trc<csurer must admit that there 
is no State in _ \ustralia whPre it is n1ore 
nece;;sary to conserve water than in Queens­
land. I have travelled over a great many of 
tho riycrs and a grf at number of our natural 
storage basins, and in 1ny opinion there is 
no place in Australia which lc·nds itself moro 
to \Yat('r conservation than Qucenslan{l. \V e 
haYc the natural resourcf'.s right along our 
riYers. \Ye have tin1ber growing there suit­
able for the construction of the weirs, and, 
al-:o the stone ·which is nec0ssarv for concrete 
construction. In Victoria thcv' have to caTt 
suitable material from a, distance of man;· 
miles. because the particnlar localiti0s do n;t 
provide the necessary material for the work. 

Mr. Jl at·gan. J 
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In Queensland, along- the Condamine and 
Dav.:r''Hl ri\·('r and other riYor:3, vou f'an get 
suitable timbo1· for clam construction in the 
shape of ,xooden w,:ir-=l. Of cour.so, I recog­
nise that concrrte is corniug ir._to use, but 
\Yl'irs \YCro constructc·d frorn ti1nber in Vic­
toria and lasted for forty or fifty years. I 
-an1 going to support the Bill, gt~nerall~Y 
speaking, but I think it is such an important 
Dill that "·e ought to be g-inn some time to 
consider the whole of the rnatter:~ ·pertaining 
to it. It should not be ru heel through the 
House on the spnr of the mome:Jt. I hope 
the Premier does not intend to put it throug·h 
tho Committee stage to-night. 

The PREmER : Certainly not, if Opposition 
members do not want that to be done. 

Mr. JHORGAK: In Yiow of the fact that 
we haYc not another House now to point out 
any defects in a n1easnr0~ we should be giYen 
time to go fully into the BilL I thoroughly 
appi'oye of the DavYaon Valley jrrigatio:1 
scheme, ,,-hich I think is going to do a 
remarkable amount of good. I belieYe that 
scheme will have an important effect on the 
climatic conditions of Central Queensland 
The huge lake. 15 miles widP in places and 
36 rniles long, \Yhich \\·ill bf' formrd v. i11. in 
my opinion, so alter the climate as to do 
good, not only to that area, but to all parts 
of the State. The fact of having that water 
conserYed in the form of an inland lake must 
do an enormous amount of good. 

The TREASURER: You see that the Govern· 
ment can remove mountains and create lakes. 
(Laughter.) 

i\1r. '\10RGA~: Prm·idod that full yalue 
is obtained for the money expended in this 
proposition and that cconon1y i;,; studied) the 
schcrne \vill b0 sati:-;farton-. Lnfortunatelv, 
huge blunders arc often made in these ma't­
tcr.s. v:hich co:;:t thou:-and._: snd thou·;;ancls cf 
pounds, and then >re arc told bv the Govern­
ment that it is owing to no fUult of theirs, 
but owing to the fa.nlt of ROnlr. departmental 
of!i-cer. \Y c shotdd endeayour to preyent 
unnPccs;:;;ary expenditure. I n.In sorr:;· that 
the raih,·av fro1n J uandah to Taroom has not 
-bee-n r·onsfrur·h'd. Hnd it not b~:en turned 
-clown b:: the Public \Yorks Comm] . ._jon, it 
would not onlv have been a branr·h d the 
connecting lint:: bcb\·;-cn the \Ycstern and 
Central iinc', >Yhirh "'" so badly ncecl, but 
it would haYc been mdul for takinc: material 
right up to 1'\athan Gorge, and would have 
cheapened the coet of construction of the 
1NCir. rrhc raihYHV could CYE'11 nO\Y bo COll­

Stl'UCtczJ fron1 ,J n8.ndah to Taroor11. \Vhen 
the late l\lr. Kichton "'"' Premier, he pro­
posrd thn construrtion of thu t line as a con­
npction bct"'.Y(>::>n the \\,~ r':tcrn lino ctt>l the 
Central line•. It was not to be a snur line 
running· from l\Iil·, to Taroo·n. 'rhat 'lino 
\Yas bu-ilt, and bridg and other \Vork \Vcro 
laid dcn\'D ns for a trunk line. 

ThP S PF _A KER : Orr1er ! Th0 hon. m ern~ 
ber n1u~t connect his rcrnark~ \Vith the Bill. 

:'11:-. i\IORGAX: I am g-oing to connect 
thc,n up. Mr. Kichtclll's proposition was to 
conncc\ the Dawoon Vallcv '':ith the \Yeotorn 
linP . .and I hopr: the Goy,,~rnlncnt, in connec­
tio'J .,-ith this particular schcm0, will sec the 
wio lom of eonncoting up »-ith tlw \Vest ern 
line. They Ycill find that bv buil-ding that 
!in· to Taroom th<'y will be able to get 
mat-rial to ;\Jathcm Gorge to complete the 
·weir. thereby chf;apcning the cost of con­
struction by many thousands of pounds. It 
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would not only cheapen the cost of constru:· 
tion, but also open up the areo right al·onr:,< 
the huge lake >Yhich will b<• fornwd. Sui·,· 
nblo fQrms \Yi1l br: aYailablc for cotto·~-grO\\ · 
in g. rrh0 ~uitabiljty of the lard rctp-r_l r,h<)U. 
the Daw~on RiY('.r for cotton-gr(nving i-­
rerognlsod, ar~d aho the land around Taroo111. 
The opening- up of the land for cottmquow· 
ing will not inLTferD Jvith the irrig-ation 
nrc·a in .any \va:v. Taroom is gCoing to be- ono 
of the lnn:u:2t inlanrl to\vns 1n Anstr11Jia. as 
jt i:-: -,o situ:1t0d that people v.-ill go the~·c 
from all localities. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 hope thr hon. 
mPrnbPr \vill connect his remarks \\'ith the 
Bill. 

l\fr. ::\IORGAN: Yes. I think the GOYcrn­
ment will be justified, in oNlcr to cheapen 
the cost of the crrction of the >n·ir on the 
Dav","n RiYcr. in building the 40 odd miles 
of ra ihva~r to Taroom. 

At 8.10 p.m., 
The CH UR::\1 \N ('\Ir. Kirwa'l, Brislwne) 

relieved the Speaker in the chair. 
Mr. G. P. BAR"'ES (Wan ,'rk): Consider­

ing th0 jmportanre of irrignt~on to Onepns­
hnd. I feel intensely disannointcd that so 
little information has' brcn r;rtheomim: from 
the Treasurer in connection ,,·ith this BilL 
I onitc anticipated that, when the hon. 
gentleman "as submitting this proposaL we 
v,-ould have had a fund of information laid 
before us; hut no man here can possibly 
8CCU."'8 tho Treasurer of having enlightened 
the House or the country to any vPry great 
C'xtent regarding this proposal. I cannot 
imagine what thp reasons may have bee'!, 
because >ve know the hon. gentleman rs 
'1pablc of making out a good case. I believe 
that he has the material to place before the 
House. and that he could give us many 
facts which would be helpful to us and lo 
the country in discm-ing the scherne. vVe 
h1vc read a great deal in thP papers regard­
ing the Dawson Valley scheme. Twch·p 
moEths or h;o :>cars ago pamphlets were 
i o,ued indicating the scheme' >Yhich the 
Gon~rnmPnt h:-td in vie-.,y,-. That information 
\YUS supplied almost at a n1oment's notice, 
and it referred to no end of schemes. Here 
,,.o aro entering u110n the big scheme, Hnd 
we haYe had one of the briefest speeches that 
h1s 70t been made by the Treasurer. 

The TRHSl'RER: The hon. member rs 
vrong. The Dawson Valky scheme is a 
different proposal to this altogether. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:''-fES: The Treasurer 
referred to the Castle Creek scheme, which 
1e; part of the proposal to irrigate the 
Dawson Valley. and the hon. gentleman 
indicated that this >vas the modest beginning 
of the gn atc1· scheme to come later on. 
That was the opportunity for the Troacuror 
to enlighten the House and the country upon 
tbe whole scheme. In embarking upon this 
"· hcmc arc E_oing in for n ht1fre oxpPndi­
tluc. In the event of failnre for want. of 
tnonc.\", or bPrlusc t.h0 "chcn1e is not 
Pconomical, we 1night desire to dop the 
c•ntprprise. Yet, as a matter of fact. this 
Bill corr1n1its llS to the carrying out of a huge 
fc-hcn10. althoup;h the :House is not in posscs­
~ion of the information it shoull hnvc 
r1cciv(-J frOJll' the TrcaJnrer regarding the 
1 l0as of the Covf'rnm0nt. Some hon. mf'n1-
br•rs hnve spoken ·who are convPrsnrtt. '.Yith 
the localill'. end we have rP'td references 
mach, bv · His Excellencv the Governor 
regarding the Dawson Valley. But we 
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should have had at first hand from the 
rrrcasurer a clear statement, EO that v;e 
could fairly "nd legitimately criticise the 
propo3ai before us. The expenditure is 
going to be fairly considerable. \Ve had a 
railway propooal before u. the other clay, 
and -..ve are interested in kno\ving "\vhat the 
likely results of railway C'onstruction 1vill bo, 
and in what 1nannc'r the people are to be 
settled. Vve k!!ow that we have £50.000.000 
c~:.pcndcd in various public -..vorks which 'are 
yielding only :!;: per cent. \Ye are adding 
to that expenditure, yet no word has fallen 
from the Tre;,surer that "ould indicate to 
the House that the money is going to be 
judiciously expended or that it will be 
remunerative to the country. The country 
is burdened to an alarn1ing extent, and now 
we are baying- foi<;;tcd on the State an 
expenditure lil<c this. without being told 
what it is likely to produce in the way of 
scttlmncnt. I do net think we are treated 
as we should be trca ted in this matter. I 
conside1· this is one of the finest schemes that 
we have ever had sug-gested or .placed before 
us. The hou. rncrnber for l\Inrilla 1narlo 
reference to the inland lake which will be 
created. That may help the rainfall, but 
it is the people -vf> want. The schenH~, gn-')at 
and all as it is. mlr bu ar'eon1fJanied b: 
,,ctt!Pmcnt to be completely succe,sful; but 
'"c hnvc l1ad no ide1. from the Trea3nrcr 
l"Pr(ardin[ the c,cttlc·:ncnt of that area. 'With­
ont that infonnation, and -,.vith no provision 
for -l'ttling i"''ople. it is faulty, and no 
success rnay follo·w under it. 

11r. BRF'K~A '/: In whcd- way? 

~fr. G. P. B __ ::..n;..;Es: To begin ~~--ith, there 
i". no idta of an in1n1igratlon policy, which 
should go hand in hand ith a scheme of 
this kind. Tlw hon. member for Xormanbv 
put his finger upon things that should be 
done. The hml. rn, ,nbcr &pprm·cd of tho 
scheme, as I do. iY e have the land there, 
and we want the people. If v. c had tho 
people. we could have cecondary industries. 
That is \Yhy v;c "\vant an imn1igration .cheme 
bccansc >11 these things go hand in hand. ' 

l\lr. EARTLEY: 'Khat is the good of an 
immigration policy when "'CL! have a lot of 
people here nov,' >vithout land? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Hon. members 
opposite arc afraid of immigration. The 
idea of the Government and their supporters 
is to take the surplus people from the other 
States in connection with groat and grand 
national 'chemes that will be initiated prac­
tically with the passing ol this BilL The 
people we get from the other States are 
insufficient. J'\o',\' is the psychological 
moment for the Government to take a look 
at things, and see that immigration goes 
hand in hand with this proposaL The 
Treasurer is prevented from doing the big 
things which must be in his mind. \Ve 
1nust dissociate from this R{'hcn:w all othPr 
things except the preparation of the iand 
for settlcm~nt by tho people, otherwise we 
an• going to err to an extent that 1vill be 
critical. \Ve have spout two and a-half years 
i':l connection ;' ith surve·. s for this scheme. 
iVln· could we not ha vcc a progress report 
o'l it? The Treasurer is not giving us the 
information 1vhich 1 \ e rc·qnire in connection 
with this scheme. The brir;.l•test side of the 
scheme just no1.v is tha.t the GoYcrnment are 
[!'Oing to commence on a small portion of 
the ~.rork first. anl1 no doubt the I-Iouso will 
ap11rovo of entering upon that portion of the 
scheme. But l am disappointed in another 

way. Various other schemes might have, 
been entered upon; there is other land 
which has be~n proved again and again to 
be entirely suitable for irrigation. The 
hon. member for Mm·illa has referred to 
the Condamine River, and the hon. membm· 
for Toowoomba and I have referred to it 
time and again. Great opportunities are 
offered there for a scheme of a modest kind, 
arid the soil is altogether suitable for the 
purpose. There could be a whole series of 
w~irs from Killarney on the one hand to 
Condamino township on the other, and the 
aggregate would be a wonderful irrigation 
scheme. Why should it not be tried? It 
might not be carried out in one jump, but 
t.hore is no more suitable place than on the 
lands among the hills of Killarney-lands 
perhaps among the richest in the State. I 
hope th,<t matters of this kind will receive 
the attention of the Premier. 

I hope that before the Bill passes the 
Premier will state boldlv what hi•; ideas 
are about immigration. If is no use playing 
with the thing, and telling us that 100 
bo:,·s are coming to Queensland from 
Er,gland. If he is going to be bold and 
courageous in one direction, let him be bold 
and courageous in another. Hon. members 
on the ofher side have again and again 
endeavoured to point out how industries 
g.J hand in hand, and in the earlier part of 
the session Y\'C endeayoured to encourage 
secondary industries b:- relieving them of 
taxation; but the proposal '"as cried dovvn 
on the other side. V\' e need people on our 
bnd. for th0n we shall be perfectly safe in 
producing. The best customers we can have 
arc the people of our own country. The 
surplus certa.i:nly can be exported, b11t first 
lot us give earnest consideration to building 
up the industries of the country. Here we 
lHlYC a great uctton-gru\Ying jn·du~-h·y be1ng 
established. Why could not something have 
been done to establish a secondary industry 
to deal with the raw product? 'No want 
people jn the cities and in the con11try, and 
if the Government do not know how they 
can achieve those two things, they should 
make way for people who do. \Vhen the 
day corncs, it will be rCY''aled that the nton 
who succeed this Administration will be men 
of a different order-men of vision such as 
the hon. member for Bowen speaks about­
and that the things they see will be carried 
out for the de;-elopment of the country w1th 
understanding and confidence. The trouble 
is that the Government have courage to do 
certain things, but not the courage to do 
other things. They have plenty of courage 
to pull down ; they ha vc no courage to build 
up. Enterprise to-da;·, for instance, is 
stranglGd by the very thought that. instead 
of freehold tenure, the Government are 
simply working up to a big communal 
system which will go hand in hand with 
their nfLtionalising aims and objects. That 
will not people the land. Hon. members 
generally must approve of the idea in the 
BilL but to make it a success somdhmg 
more will ha.ve to be done, or the burden on 
the poor le will be grcrttcr than they can 
be'.r. 

}fr. ED\YARDS (;yl!,un?qo): 1,"'\""e haYe 
tarrieJ far. t~o l_Dn~ i_t .. tlri~ ~ ll-in1r Jj_rt~~1t. 
n1att::r of nngatiDn. 1 o-day Jll \.u~lr.uHL 
rh r ~' i~ not the ontlct ln· \Yr~r of lrJ(',-d eon­
BUrnptiou for the prnffur:t~ ·that n1a:· be 
grown l~y irrigation in Qnp·'nslnnd that there 
y·2:; a few -:; ~! 1rs ago. I think hon. 111Cn1ber::: 

Jlr. Eel wards.-~ 
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'on this si do rnontioncd that a bi ~; quc_-_.tion 
will b the rliqlO~~l of the prodnct> to b2 
grown on irrigabon nr~-,~u. I \Y<E Yer·v 

})lc·ascd to he (r the Trea urcr',~ ~tntcnH~nt 
that the ]1ll'oing of this Bill •,yill nr;t ,;iYe 
the· GoYcnnnent noY:Pr to ::::p< nd the cno··:nuus 
cum cf £2.000.0lJJ. I think it is .- spleudid 

to out the snudler schctne Gt t. In 
1 arn :-r:tl._:fi' cl th~ t ;h Cc llT~trv 

'"• ill the Trerr· nrer and the 
behind him in mutter.::, 

jn t -·::. thcv IJ<t YC' educat · d gf'ntlo-
!1Jt.Jll whilP V thc•v have beC'n in the l-Ion."-c~ :.,.;; 
to the wants c;f the farn1L'l'. "\ft·~r alL 1he 
D 1"\Y~:on Yal1cr schcnJP Jna- !:Gt h·~' frund, 
unon rrrrcfu1 con~idcl·utioll, 'to bP th- ~r ,t in 
tl~ro, ir~tcr("·,ts of Qn(>e!13]ancl. 1'l:en! ~1re 111 
diffcrPnt parts. of the St:ot"~ :trcarns 
which n1j(4'ht provide irrig~1tion 1norc 
~ur ::c.,"fnl than one hug, schen1e ah-orbiug 
all the n1on0:: in one place, "\Yhich mi~ht fur 
:-mLe re "'"'Jn or other turn 1_)nt to he a failure. 
"Virtorict'~ has bec·n t:.aincd, 1 

Clll! har~o scheme. b::~_t b-..-,~ c 
~11t J.. 1uany in~ JI_f~c'l'cJ:~ par~~ 
BtGLI'. r'n that regard '-' 1rtona to-ztay 
\''\..<t!llp!n to other parts of .. \11~tralin. ]3pforc 
'IYl' go vcr.v far in the c·'.:p:-,n,.1i i .1rc of huge~ 
sumf-' of lHOl1PV, this rnath~r should l)c ~-;jfi -d 
frorn ton to butlom. to find out \Yhctbcr it 
i:-:: likch~· to be a surrcss Ol' 1;ot. \Ye ~honlcl 
·r~ot dcr}rnd upon the- 011lnion e:f one- 1n· n no 
nu1tter ho-r- expert he n1n be•. 

1-Ian,v things hav"--~ to be rnnsidored 111 
-conne.;tiou \vith irrig<1tion. The ~lildura 
scbe1n8, as far as I unde1 .tr"!nd, is a. great 
a succe:>_; as any irrigation :::chenH_' vd1ich has 
hc-Pn carried out in auy rn.rt of i he world. 
That is largely due, first cf all. to th­
-clin1atic eon.ditlons; and, f:Ccondly, to the 
cl~us of soil to which thco ·water i8 applied. 
Chaffey Brothers started that ~\=:}wrne in lt-~5. 
To-day the settlers on rlw iTrigation arLJ. ar:: 

wealth-c a-1 tbc settlers in any part. oi 
.Au-trali~. The Treasurer this afh'rno;Jn told 
·us that anal.' -.(v: of the soil luwc been made 
>Yhich prm"(' that the Da>Ys<Jn Yallev soils 
c~n bo i.rriga~c_cl snccc~~fully. _.:\nothcl· que)­
bon \Yhich \Yilt haY-o to b~ ( ·.>nsiderPd carc~­
-fulh bd<JrG we proccc 1 vcrv far with this 
'"-'herne is that of clirna+-ic r'C~ndition~. That 
is a big factor. \Yhiln the ~:;il 1nay be right 

_ . ~lp to tho 1nark as far as gro-\ -ing 
[8.60 p.m.J 1s concerned, when water is put 

oYer it at C·ortain tirnC'3 of the 
:re~l' and c?rtain clirnatcs it n1a:· praye an 
ab'·<Jlut' failure. In that re· neet Victoria 
rather has an adYantage oYer u~:.:., bt'( au~ • '"' ,_~ 
dC]H~nd on g.ctting the ··vho]e 0f our rainfall 
during the '' weather. rrh3.t is the time 
of the ~· c,•T the gr0ate.-;t quantity of 
water will require to be pl!t on the land. 
In son1e instances \YE nFt,V be np agaiubt the 
prnblPnl of having hcayy Y' ;;;cq~on-, aft:=or 
irri~.::atillg-. 1if~ry careful should 
b,; g·jy- n to the question of 
nu1nL•r o£ schemes, instead 
one big ::;.chcnlc. Stn•n-llS 
of the Sta~c have !won 
of tl1C' ;:;oil~. 1 he ln ""\. of 
ROrt. of thin~~ sbonfd be 
tlon br for(:> ~l hnsc ~11111 of ll1Cllf':· like 
£2.000.000 is spent in the De·,\ on Valkv. 

urclv in an~, part of \ndralia ha.; the 
. of u:.tnblishing irrig_ttion ~:·hcn1cs not 
hrcn d·onble or tr·eble the ~"tirnated 
The Mall{'o countrv at one time y;as a 
beh 1n the nor' h~•,:cd cf Th·--. 
other night. \\·hen I I'Uls j;1 thi., 

[lllr. Edwards. 

Chan1Lcr. 1uentioned that the water in 
\'ictoria - -i11 son1e instances r~u1 111 open 
channch up to a distance cf hund12d'"' oi 
rnil('s. I \Yas ~aughcd at by hon .1no:nbcrs 
Dn the othCi' side I VL1 j told bv tht_• l.un. 
mecnbcr for Barcoo and tlw ho!1. member 
for Bowen thJt, after all, Yictoria \Va:3 not 
hundt·cds o{ n1iles acro;--s. 'l'hc hon. Inc>rnGf' · 
for Barcoo claimed that l'\ortlHYest \ ictoria 
l':as his natiYe home, and laughed at rne for 
s;)_ying that wab~r as run in open chaun-cd:3 
for hundreds of miles. 

~.lr. Iln.cocK: From the original head. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I know that the ho11. 
r:tcwbcr doe-~ not often 111ake incoi-rcct statc­
nlcnts in the Hon,-c, but he does 30 on o:-ul­
sions. J will read so1ncthing \Yhich will 
tu the bon. member that he chould be 
in 1naking -:such statemcnL. IIerc an 
in:3tancc -oi' the length over which water is 
rilll in clift"rrrnt parts of the north-W(··,t of 
Y i cror-i"'~· The Y ictorian " Year Book " for 
1916-1917 ~ays-

" \Yhcn this -work is cmnnletecl. these 
di· tricb, hithr rto supplic,Ll h~on1 the ~lur­
ray I-li\·e;· l1y purnpiug. will be supplied. 
\\ ith clticiencv a nU at a loY;cr co.-3t, 
fnnn \'\.,.lmmera" H..ivcr Ly grnxiLttion. 
The coJn]Jrc-hcn~iYe \\'imrnera-1-lallcc gra­
,-; r .. tion channel s-, 'ltoln \Yill t ht:n SL'l'\'8 

8 total area of 8.50b :·Cfl~[ll'C rnilc~, e:s::tcnd­
ing, alJproxiinatcl~T' frorn Lake Lon~dale 
--at the foot of the Grarnpi.c.n 1--lauq,·c~ 
on the south. to Ouyen and l)inngil~ 
come 10 to 20 miles beyond Lako Tyrrell 
-on the north, and from the Hichai·d<on 
and A.-oca rivers on the east to Lake 
H indmar ,h on the vest. The channels 
\' hich sunnlv thia cxten~i;-e area ha Ye a 
total leng·fh "cf 3.600 rnilc·-;." 

:Y1r. BrLCOCK : V\'hen the wnrk is com­
p]ct0d. That is not fron1 one ht•nd. 

:\[r. ED\YAHDS: It shows ho·r hnn . 
1nernb0ra ( Hl, uninh~ntionally, 1r1islead thi::; 
House. 

1\Ir. COLLTKS : \Ye arc not r-oing to ,-:\rallo"'\' 
that paragraph you have ju"t quotc:L 

:VIr. EDYL\HDS: After all, that has 
the eau~(' of the great succc_"'"'• of the 
tnPnt of tht) dry belts of f1 north-\Ye"t of 
\lictoria. Th0 ~:c-ason I quote that is to show 
that it nlaY be wiser to Q'O into difJ-'ercnt 
distrjcb Yd1.ero readings ha~:c be0n trd\:(~11 in 
r-rnu.ertion with different · trcams, and se. 
\Yhetlwr it '.Yould not be bf--tt<:r to di~trilJntr 
over different nart-s of the State the 1nonev 
that WC' are prCparecl to spend in irrig-atio~, 
in:::tcad of n:->ing it on th0 bug·c irrig-ation 
scheme ,-hich n1ay be a failnrc. \V e should 
r 'rpfullv consider alw-as the hon. member 
for \V ~-r"·ick pointer! out-the qu,,stion of 
immigration for the pm·pocc of settling the 
rig-ht cL,ss of settler on those lands when 
they arc rec',d~'. 

}Ir. COLLIXS: ~..,..ou \Yonld \Yant a !oan of 
£10.000.000 or £15,000.CGO. 

),Ir. ED\Y~\RDS: Aft0r all. it 1nig~1t he ~ 
J:ood hn :lncs~. proposition to g·t ,_ a 1oau Cc 

£10.000.000 or £15.000,000. 

There i.;; anotlFr thi11~ which could hr 
woTkcd in ,~C'r.v largely in connc-,:tion vd th 
this scheme. \Yhcn men are brought to work 
upon the area they should be encouraged to 

a portion of their ·wages into a fund to 
tht Ill to tak1_--. up land when the chC'LlU 
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1~ com·•IetorL The C)UE:'"tion of granting such 
to tlw Commissioner will be debated 

Committee. Tho hon. member for :I.Iurilla 
stnh~tl that the powt'r T,T,as not given to any 
other f!1an of handling such hug~ sun1s of 
n1oncy In any part of the \HHld. In \~ictorja 
the sch<•mos arc controlled bv a Tru't <Jl' a 
Commi,sion of thne. That ~1attor w-ill have 
to l'Ccoive vcrv serious consideration before 
\VC can agn~e 'to giving the powers that are 
sought in connection with this bugo under­
taking. 

Mr. \vARRE?'i (Jlmrnmba): I am verv 
pleased that the Treasurer has stated tha"t 
the so,hemo is to be tried in a 6mal! way 
first. \Ve have heard during the session a 
great dcccl about the giant scheme that is 
going to be put into operation. I am very 
pleased that it is not going to be a giant 
scheme. In such a scheme we have to 
consider throo e-.,entials-land, water, and 
men. \Ye are not g0ing to draft off a body 
of men and make them irrigation experts. 
Egypt is the on!:, a-bsolutely succeosful irri· 
gation country in the world. 

2\Ir. J3l..'LCOCK: Has the hon. member ever 
hcf!rd of Arizona? 

:,Ir. I'L.\RHE:c\: I am not going to say 
that there are not other perball .. successful 
s~hen~es in existence. I know that irriga­
tion IS successful in Golden V allev and is 
sunessful to a certain extent at v~lildura_ 
In Egypt 13.000.000 people arc provided for 
Uy rncans of itrigahou. \Y e.• talk about an 
expenditure of a paltry £2,000,000 here. 
The last section of the scheme in Egypt 
·ost £5.000.000. That irrigation scheme 
~or:toi}lS works that lwYG been perfected by 
llTl ;a Jon expel t.;;; of the \Yorld. The yerv 
best bra ius dealing \Yith the distribution ~f 
water have been utilised. Those men have 
been r0arcd as irrigation exports. \V c know 
that tho Egyptian soil is alluvial, and 
second to none in the world. It is perfect 
soil for irrigation purpc,scs. Every yoar the 
Xile \vater bring,> down it"' own fertiliser. 
LaJ:onr cost> on_ly about five piastres a day, 
whiCh 1s a fracbon over a shilling, and'there 
1s no reason why those in'igation schemes 
should not pay. People havo claimed that 
irriga.tion schen1Ps have been successful in 
Victoria. Thrct has al·-o Leen claimed '\Yith 
rq;ard to Mildura. \Yhen the tariff ques· 
tion was being discn .-cd about three vcars 
ago, the settlers en ~Iildura compLlincd 
that they could not grow frnit for the prices 
that were offering, so a tariff of 3d. per lb, 

as impowd by the Commomvealth Govern­
ment. The biggest part of t!w fruit grown 
a! J\Iildura goes through a drying process. 
That 8 rea 1s very close to tho n1arkots. \Ye 
are thou~and,, of n1iles awav frorrl the 
markets. It would be thn greatest specula­
tion and ~;-amble to go in for a huge scheme 
of irrigation in Queensland. \Ye must havo 
people. How arc we going to get them? 
It is no use hoping tD gt?t- 11 fe\v fron1 the 
other States. I thought the Treasnrer was 
going to bring fon':~ rd a sclwme to ,how 
hm;· he WitS going to popu!ilte these vast 
naces. ..\V f' ha Ye land ;;;0r oud to none in 

the ;yor!cl-I do not n~' for irrigation pur­
poses. It is all YC·ry ;;-ell to get analysis 
of the soil and sa-c' that it is good for 
irriccation. \Ye know what the soil can 
grow. Ono hon. gentleman said that wheat 
'vas to be gTo,vn on the irrigation arcrrs. 
'\Yhoat can br gro;yn round ::\fitchell. Roma, 
~nd on the Downs almost to perfection, but 

it ;;·ould be nonsense to talk about growing 
it on irrigation area~. It was said that we 
could grow fruit. We can got millions of 
acres along tho :\'orth Coast line as good as 
any countrv in Florida for fruit culti;oation. 

;'vlr. HARTLEY: Whereabouts? 

i\lr. \YARRE:c\: 
Coast Railway. 

Right along the North 

i\lr. HARTLEY : You don't mean 
Bccrburrum? 

Mr. \YARREN: :c\o. The hon. gentleman 
had not better refer to Beerburrum, or l 
will touch upon that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman said 
Dcerbnrrum was second to none for growing 
citrus fruits. 

Mr. \YARRE:\': That is a deliberate mis­
statement. I said nothing of the sort. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
hope the hon. gentleman >Yill not discu~> 
Beerburrun1. 

:Mr. \YARRE::\': That matter has been 
discussed pretty thoroughly. There are 
hunch·ecJ, of thousands of acres of better 
land than ever Boorburrum was along the 
J\'orth Coast railway, suitable for growing 
citrus fruits. \Ye have other parts where 
\Ye can grow deciduous fruits. \Ye talk 
about irrigation in connection with growing 
fruit. \Ve would have to go in for a drying 
plant. \Ye find that the Burrinj uck scheme 
ha.; been a distinct financial failure. 
='-'carlv £3.000,000 have been written off 
alrc1Ay. If the wall of the Burrinjuck 
dmn \Yere to break, it \voulcl sweep all the 
towns on :'llurrumbidgee Ri,-,_r into eternity. 
It is one of the fineot schemes of its sort 
that we could ha;oe. yet with f(OOd water 
and good land around Xorth Yanco, the 
people are lea;--ing there, and going into 
the drv ;vhcat belts of Temora, and starting 
v:hcat, fa.rming in preference to farming on 
the irrigation area. They have their 
factories there, but they cannot pay their 
~,,ay, and one n~::tson is bcf ·'luso they are 
ovor 300 miles from a market. It is not 
that they have not equalh as good laud on 
the banks of the l\Iurrumbidgoe a6 any we 
ha vc in Queensland. I know the country 
perfectly, and the only thing the;; have not 
got is the market. They ha ;oe as good a class 
0 t people as we C:lll produce here, yet WO 

fiud the Loeton S'?ttlemont is an a-bsolutely 
rank f-inancial failure. Therefore it will be 
wise for the Government to feel their wav 
before thev go in for a large irrigation 
scheme. There is no doubt irrigation is a 
good thini(, as we can sec from the small 
isolated plots in different places. The hon. 
member for J\'anango said tha.t Victoria had 
set us an example. vYhy? Simply because 
thev have Melbourne, Da!larat, CLnd Gee· 
long~lar~c n1anufacturing c:itics-to constnne 
a considei'able portion of the stuff the~ pro­
duce. But ;ye find that fruit is being over· 
11rocluced in Victoria at the pn,ent time. 

Mr. Cm.LES: It ,,-as overproduced in Great 
Britain the other day. 

:.Ir. \YARREX: That i, quite like\;;. At 
the prc -ent tine ;ye ha Ye orchards bid out 
in 0nccn~1and, in Xc\v South \\'ales. and 
parhculnrlv ln Yirto1·ia that would produc ,, 
~ufiic-if'l!t 'to fcrcl a ponu1ation, not of 
5.5(Yl,OOO. but of 10.000.000. and to-clay we 
find that tlw ycr_v people ;dw are laying out 
thcsn orchaHls a long the banks of the Murray 
and in the Goulbnrn YallP · arrl other places 

Mr. Warren.] 
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are becoming almost distracted in thcir effocts 
to find a market for their fruit. :'\mY thev 
arc going in for high-clas:3 fr-uit and trying 
to export it; and until we can proye that 
·wo ea n send our citru3 frui t• to the people 
O\'Cr~cas, it is no n'"e taikiHg abuut putting 
la1·gc- areas under fruit. 

\V o heard a lot of talk on the AdJross in 
Reply about this big irrigatiun ~cherne. lf 
this :;;:chcn1c "\Yere to eventuate. the Govern­
ment would ha vo to b0stir themselves and 
find so1no nwans of di~posing of our produce. 
If not, we V1ould not ha\'C a loss of £3 250,000 
like there is in connection vdth the Burrinjuk 
.-chcinc, but we \VOqld have a lo~~s of many 
more n1illions, and we \Yould have the heart­
break of kncwing that the great scheme was 
a certain fajJure instoacl of a ~uccc-'-'. \V e 
vvant to cou:-;ider these schemc6 froru cverv 
.a-;pcct, ancl it is my duty to .analyse thts 
schctnc, as I know son1ething ubuut irriga~ 
tion in other parts of the \Yor]d, I do not 
say anything again~t this iaitial schc1ne. 'The 
Goycrnnw1lt a1·c doing the right thing~ but 
I hope they will profit b:; the mistakes which 
have been made m the other Stateo. If they 
profit by thoso rnistakes, tht'll we ard not 
going to lm~e a con:Siderable atnount of 
n1oncy; bnt ,,-e u1ust bear iH, n1i11d that the 
produre fron1 this irrigation area will havo 
to be carted a consid0rablc distanLc to the 
IYHlrkct. It rnust also be borne in rnied that 
fruit grown on irrigation area~ is '..::ry rnuch 
softer than other fruits, If -,cc go- in for 
this irrigation· eh erne, then \YC nlu:;;t eYol \-c 
a better l:'\''';<:.'lD of distribution than wu haye 
ha_d in th~ past, otherwise it i~ going to be a 
farlure. I congratulate the Goyernn1c11t en 
tackling !ho smaller sch-cm first, and I trust 
it will be the 'uccess the Go,-ernment hope, 
but I do think it i<;: a rnistake to nut the 
\YhDle control in the hands of one 1'nan, I 
ha YG heard nothing but good of the gentle~ 
rnan v.-ho wo are told is to be appoint£-1 
Commissioner, but it woulJ be better if the 
schernc were put under the control of a 
Commission. I trust that the Government 
will seo that, with the extra production, there 
will be eyo\ved a propu- system of distribu­
tion. 

l\Ir. BELL (Pas, if ern) : \Y c are told that 
this is a machinery Bill, and '-YO l1a ve to 
accept tho Treasurer's -assuranre on that 
rnattor, because lVe hayc nc.t had sufficie11t 
time to stu·dy the Bills that come before this 
House. However, we trust that there i, no 
nlterior motive behind the Bill, aithough our 
exp,:-rionce in the past ha,s led us to believe 
that very often that is the case, The Trea­
surer has told us that before an~-~ E'=:hen1e is 
gone on with a report, togcthe; with plan 
and estimato of tho cost, will b2 submitted 
to Parlian1ent. That is a YCry good idea, 
berau.se before the countr", i::; iuYolvrd in 
expensiye experirnents, P[nlian1ent ~hould 
have a voice- in tho matter. The Treasurer 
to-night laid stre-:." on the Dawson \,..allcv 
schc1nc. Ko doubt, it is a good s,,;lwrue and 
a big one, and ono which appec.ls to the 
imagination; but \Yhcthcr it i~ a practical 
scheme, and whether it will lw put into 
ope:!'afion for n1a.ny , Cftl-~ to con1e, is very 
doubtful, because a gr:~nt :-:r;henlc like that 
vvill nlace on the area it serves ::t Y<?rv h,. (IY:'\7 

burd~n ,_,hi eh will ha\" be met- b~ th~ 
l ,~,c,ple who secure land in jrri ~·a tion ·a. rea. 
Also, in order to settle thi~ lnn~l unclcr a 
eompl·cht>ni"ive scheme, the Governn1cnt will 
havC to giYe finilncial as,;i::tal!Ce to mnnv of 
the settler .. '. Although '"O re di,, wlu!t a 

f]llr. WmTfn. 

good thing irrig-ation will be for Ql!eonslan-1,, 
still wo should not launch out on expens1·;a 
experiments before \Ye arc absolutely satisfied 
that they will be a success. In every irriga­
tion scheme in Australia the initial cost has 
be('n so gorE at that it has been more of a 
burden than a blessing to the people, I 
would like to suggest to tho Treasurer that 
there are rnany sn1al1cr areas in Queensland 
that arc 0,uite suitable for irrigation; and, in· 
order to~ prove whether irrigation will be 
succ,,s,ful or not, I recommend that the 
Government should start on some smaller 
irrigation schf'rne-such, for exarnple, as the 
1\Iount Edv_-ards schcn1e. The Tren,surer has 
Yisilcd that district, and q11ite realises that 
Yery excellent countrc' would be serV<'d by 
the proposed dam, The district is settled 
and it has railway cornnlU'1ication, and, in 
aUdition, it is ,vithin a ~hurt distance of the 
metropolis and suitable markets. That 
s,r;hen1C' would not be Yery cxp0nsive. I think 
the initial cost \vould only run to sornething 
like £175.000. It has been recommended 
that, until the dam was completed, not more 
than 6,000 acreJ should be irrigated. The 
catchn1ent area is 83! square miles in extent, 
but the pcrctntagc of run~off is Yl'J'Y high. 
and the whole scheme would be capable of 
irrigating 24,000 acres. 

This "Ichcn1c "\t'ill pron1otc scttlenF'nt, and 
the water conserved will be of good qualit_•·. 
It is ftr from minerals, and is cxullent for 
drinking and don1cstic purpose-<;'. I suggest 
that, Lcforc any 0xpensivc expcriincnts are 
t ri 'J, a sn1aller ~chcn1<' should be adopted to 
JWOYO if irl'igatiou can be n1:1dt~ a succe~s. 
T'h is area i.~ close to H n1L1 rkct, \vhich is 
Yery eqsential. To-da7 in Queensland much 
produc(~ has to b2 sold undf~r the cost of 
production. so that it is Yery esscn1·ial, if 
any big scheme co1n-:-s into operation, to IYlake 

provision for markPting the pro~ 
[9 p.m.] du<" ~'. \Vhcn the Treasurer '.Yas 

dilating upon the Da-•' son Valley 
irrigation schen1e, I do not know whether he 
'"as doing so jn order to give an cxcu" for 
going on with the Baralnba~Castle Creek 
Railway. We all recognise th1t the D>ewson 
Vdlcy irrigation scheme will eventually b" 
a good one, but I think it is a good. many 
v<'ars b,,fore its time. In the meantrmc, I 
suggE ~t that the G O\'Cl'lllll0nt should start 
with smaller areas to ,,ee whether irrigation 
can be successfully carried out. 

~\t 9.2 p.m., 

The SPK\KER r0'cumed the chair. 

'\Ir, COSTELLO (C'arnarTon): I listened 
to the Premier to~ night "hen ho launched 
out on the Da w~on Valley irrign,tion scheme 
,,,hich ,-,e haYC heard so muclr about for the 
pa-t two or threo years. \~',, must >ell regret 
th,! luck of enthusiasn1 on the part of hon. 
n1cmber::; opposite in this srheme now that \YC 

arc confro,tcd with it. The scheme really 
too big for then1 to compre-hend, or they 
rculi~O that the p~·op1e who :-'fC g-oing t) b_c;. 
rf'1,pon2iL11o for rarrying tbc b_n_rdc}l of this 
sclwmc are those "horn we on this side rep re~ 
sent. Irrige,tion is not a J_Jm:- thin~. It was 
jn operation in l\1csopotan1Ht 1n ancwnt times. 
They arc finding trrrcE'" of irrigation .th;ere 
dating back 2,000 vears b for-' the Chnshan 
era. It \Yas a hUge sncre;;:"' ln those day~. 
The ucce~s of irrigrrtion in Egypt h~s been 
l'\'fcrn~cl to to~nigbt. I would adYI:··e thG 
Tre:""~.~ur·.:>r and tlw GoYCITtlllf'llt to b _· Ycry 
c'"'utiou:-::: vy·Jth regard to \Yhat is clone in 
Rgyp:, a the cOuditions in that countl'~ 
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arc not comparable with those in Queensland. 
]'in~t of all, nature has ordained that the 
products of Egypt should be grown by the 
waters Df the Nile. The first irrig"tion scheme 
in Egypt in n1odcrn tim<'S \Yas corninenccd 
by bir Wil!iam \Yillcocks, the first part or 
the contract running into £2,000,000. That 
an1ount spent in Egypt would represent about 
£15,000,000 spent here in that direction. 

l\Ir. BRLKXAK: Black labour--vou arc advo-
cating it. · 

Mr. COSTELLO: That v.ork was c.nried 
out b·.- blnck labour. You have to take into 
consideration the quc•tion cf labour in regard 
~o irrigation schcrnes in Qu _ ensland. 1 he 
first scheme cornp:ctcd by t:lir William vVi!l­
cocks vvas the 1:\ssonan Dan1, ·which .i:s about 
600 milr)s from the mouth of the river Dn 
the ~1editt:rranean, aud the first part of the 
eehemr·. as I caid, cmt £2,000,000. Italian 
skilled labour was used, \Vith black labour 
for the n1anual \York. 

:'\Ir. BREXXA~: \Yhat percentage? 

::\1r. COSTELLO : Th·e pen ::ntagc of c killed 
luLour was only unu in 100. The Ulack 
1abourcL, U' th~ hon. ruerubcr for ::\1urn.U.ilL<1 
rncntioned, \Yt:re paid about ls. a day. At 
that tiuw th( ~ \YCL-' n~all:;~ ~ln\.C8. Many 
of the::.n '1vcre taken cut, of g';,ol, in E.gyvt 
and e1npJoycd on irrigation v.:ork, and the 
CJnly rernuncration they got vvu . su1:i.c~cnt 
rations to exist 011. It i·" irnpo.~ -;iblc for U3 

io cornp<.lre irrigation scher11cs in Quecns­
lalld with thos2 carried out in other countries 
v:here lahoar hn::l bf:c·n obtaillC'd for prac·> 
ctdl:~ nothing. 

Cousider }lion shou~c1 al::;o be given to the 
qualitv of \vatC'r. In Egypt, tho water of the 
Nil·~ is rnost suitable for irrigation purposes. 
The :"<1ie brings duwn a lot of 'ilt in the 
water. After a v·crv short time the land in 
Egqot c<'comc, prod"uctivc and raises a light 
cro·p~ and after treatment by the Nile "·atcr 
for u fF~riod of three ycur.- you get bc:uut.iful 
land worth about £150 an acre. 

illr. COLLIKS: \Yhat kind of crops does it 
grovv? 

Mr. COSTELLO : The crops are such as 
we can produce. Then we must take into 
consideration ihe marketing of the products 
grown in Eg: pt. They are right against the 
European markets. They grow cotton, wheat, 
baric·,, and other crops. It is useless for us 
to coi1tcmplate growing wheat under irriga­
tion in Queensland; it will never be in <Jur 
time. for it will not pay, as the cost of water 
will be so excessi,·e. Cotton-growing will pro­
bably pay best in Queensland. Cotton in 
Egy!Jt i1>o years ago was yielding from £60 
to £JO an acre, and Haturaliy people \\ cDi Ill 
for cotton~growing, al.'3o n1aize and other 
kinds of produce paid well. Citrus fruits 
are not doing too well. 

The Treasurer n1entioncd the controlling 
of what may be grown in the irrigation 
are1s. I have had experience in regard 
to 1vhat people should and should not pro­
duce. In Egypt, under British occupation, 
prodt>ction WR'· controlled by the military 
authorities. It was necessary that certain 
crops should be grown to feed the army 
of occupation. In th.·t country, it was 
qnite simple to control production. There 
1Yas an officer \Yho 1,-;as a kind of Lord 
Maror of the district. He took his instruc­
tior1s from a higher authority, and passCd 
them on to the farmers under him; but 
even in that country ihat system did not 

work out altogether satisfactorily, although 
the people had always been subject to 
authm·ity. Tne Egyptian rebellion in 1919 
was caused principally because the people 
felt the? were suffering an injustice by bemg 
compelled to produce certain crops which 
did not pay them. They wanted to produce 
things for which they could get the highest 
return. They felt that they were not getting 
a fair deal by not being allowed to do so, 
and they turned against the conditions, and 
we had cousiderable difficulty in dealing with 
the rebellion in that country. I fail to see 
how the Government will be able to control 
the people in regard to \\hat they have to 
grow in irrigated areas in Queensland. The 
people \vill not be dictated to, even by the 
Government of the d'1y. It is no use com­
paring any scheme in Queensland with the 
result in Egypt, because the waters of the 
I\ile aro different to any streams that we 
have in Queensland. Regarding the Dawson 
Valley scheme, I am a great believer in 
inigation, but I am very much afraid that 
this scheme is going to cost us many millions, 
and we shall never be able to pa3· the interest 
on it in our time, The hon. member for 
Fassifern suggested that the Government 
should try a s1nall area as an experiment 
first. The Condamine River has been men­
tioned for one, and we also have the Severn, 
which is a most suitable river for irriga­
tion. The Macintyre River is another. There 
is a light loam along the Severn River, 
which is regularly in flood, and it would 
be quite easy to start an irrigation scheme 
there. It would coct much less than the 
Dawson Valley scheme, and we could grow 
mauy crops that would be easily marketable. 

The Government have never taken into 
ccnsidcration the value of the tobacco indus­
try in Queelbland. That industry has been 
neglected, although it has proved a great. 
~uccess, and is a great asset to Queensland~ 
If we had a small irrigation scheme in 
connection .... .ill1 Ll1e Sev~ru R.in~t, we could 
grow cotton, tobacco, and lucerne. The 
Government do not take into consideration 
the value of lucerne to the State. Tho man 
who has got lucerne is well off, and has 
nothing to fear, particularly with irrigation. 
He i' secure against drought. He can fatten 
shcC'p, latnbs, and cattle for market. I <'am­
mend such scherne9 as the Severn and 
l\lcintyre to the Government. 

The Go,-ernment should also take into con­
sideration the quality of the \>ater in the 
Daw,on. I know mam· streams in Southern 
Queensland where the water is highly 
mineralised. There is no prospect of grow­
ing crops with rninerali--.ed "ater, and that 
is a thing that has to be taken into con­
sideration. The nature of the soil and the 
climatic conditions hav.,.c a1so to bo con­
~idcred. The Secret:=tr for Agri~ulture will 
agree with me that we have a number of 
pest- in Queensland. and we shall find, if 
we go on with the Dawson Valley scheme, 
that many pests will have to be contended 
with there. This scheme will involve a hu!;:O 
expenditure. However, I am always willing 
to support anything of a progrcsf'ivc nature. 
I will support the Bill, and watch the pro­
gress of irrigation in Queensla:,d with great 
interest, but I am sorrv theY have not made 
provision for intl'oduci;,g m~re people. The 
scheme is no use withont people. Before we 
waste £2,000.000 or £3,000.000 on an irriga­
tion scheme, we should bring in more people 
to help us bear the burden of taxation. That 

Tilr. Cr.stello.] 



: 8()8 l Y"r1']atton FJil?. [.\SSE:\IBLY.] JTrioation Bill. 

think that the GoYcrnment should 
a 1Jn1d inunigration policy In con~ 

ncl'bon '"ith th;s schcrnc. 
Hr. FLliTCliEH (!'art Curl is): Quite 

n part from t~ e advisallility of entering upon 
any particular irrigation f.:Chenl{' jn ("lH.'':i~,­
land, it is a good thing that this moasuro is 
being introdu<.;ed, because it provides the 
nweh;nory for forn1lng a sub-dopartn1Pnt 
for initiating irrigation schemes, and for 
making necussar, inquiries in certain dis­
tricts. It is necc3,,arv that sooner or later 
\\."8 1YlUSt deYelop rrrigation schmnes in 
Qu<'Cllslnlid. \1 hi].3 irrigation schemes 
f'lllnot bn S8~id to be drought-rcsi,,tiug-the 
conscl'Yation of fodder being a thing quite 
apart and something that we might give 
con~idcr .tion to, because it i" even more 
nccc~, :-<.ry than in·igution-ncvcrthclr·~s 
irrigation needs development also. Several 
n1cm br1·s referred to the arnDunt of 
monc~· lost in conuection \Yith irrigation 
Brhemcs in the ~outh. and thcv therefore 
condernn every irrigation propoSaL There 
<~re n1an\· reasons for the los' cs incurrcJ in 
comu'ctic;n with the :in·igation scherncs in 
the Soutlwrn SbLt, 3. The Bnrrinjuf'k scheme 
Ccl t £6,000.CI1l, and £2.000.000 or £3,000,000 
will haYc to b.~ \ ritt0n c{f. There is a rca­
~on for the failure in con11cction with that 
~C'h(_,·~lc. The chaHlH~ll~ng and water arrange~ 
n1cnts \'iTre fl1 .t clas:::. l do not kno\v if any 
mistukeo, were made with regard to that 
part of the business, but in connection with 
the purchase of land and the development of 
the towns and sct-t1cn1ents, there is no donht 
that gjganhc blunJers were 1nadc which 
proved ver · costly indeed. The land was 
purchased fr01u Sir Sarnuel 11cCaughey for 
£3 10,•. an aci·o, but th~v found aftenrards 
that a great part of it would not grow any­
thing. It \Vas found that there \Vas a clay 
b .. nd under the soil running at a depth of 
from 4 inches to 1 foot, and even· timo the 
\vnter was put on it it :::ot, and tt required 
to be jJlonghcd up. Fruit trees were put in, 
a.nd after they .,, ere in twdve months they 
bcca.nJc sht11tcd and practica.lly of no use. 
Some people bought pip, which they desired 
to fatten on lucerne. but they found that they 
could not grow lucerne, and they had to buy 
food to keep the pigs alivo. 

~\lr. HAHTLEY: That was the fault of tho 
Government. 

Tilt·. FLETCHF.R: It was a Labour 
G·ovcrnn1c·nt that .:tarted tho scheme. 

The TnE.\SlRER: It was started and com­
pleted by the Holman Government. 

::\{r. FLETCHER: They built a bacon 
facfor.v thc•ro. but found thoro v:ere no pigs 
available. The initiation of the scheme was 
~]] right and the water was ali right. Tlwre 
JS pl<:nty of excellent land at :\[irrool but a 
Jot of Jnistakc~ wore 111adc in con'nect1on 
"·i1~h the channels on inferior land provided 
for the settlers at Lceton. The settlers were 
advanced £1,000, but it was found that the 
fruit trees \vhich \Verc put in \vould not grovv. 

The CJEC'R!C'L\RY FOR AGIUCCLTCRE: \Yho told 
ycm that? 

FLEr:I'CI--IER : I know fr01n rny own 
r; .-i I ]o;:;t sornc: rnone\r there. ThPv 
light throughout th'c \Yhok ,et{lc­
c~ cnt up the arc ~s into s .wll 

and thr:v rliscov0red th ·t a lot of the 
money .-pent had been absolntelj· wasted. 
After a deal of they had to 
compcn a L·t of the fm· their 
la11d, nnd thc:v guvc thon1 sorno land in a. 
more fayourablc part further up. That is 

[JfJ·. Costello. 

where the ]os,es came in. A lot of tbc c 
los~cs coul{] have been aYoidr·d if a ]jttle 
more ClTC had b{1 en ('XL'\'(: '.:d. TLP irrig·a­
hon ~l'hc'rne there ·.·:as ._~ll r·ight. but it wns 
the dearnc:.s of the lund, and the ill-con­
ceived administration, that \Yas responsible 
for tllf' los-::es. I consider thut the uce.._.:is of 
HH~ ·~ebenlC largely depend.;, o:-1 the rnan \Yh'o 
h<· -~ contn1l. I notice that it is propo~-c)d to 
pa~. the Corr1n1issioner np to £2,000 a ''ear. I 
\YOtd(l not chj('Ct to pa.y up to £5 if we 
got t.hc right n1an. becau:;;c he ·,\·ill con-
trolling- not only the Daw•on Yalle; >chc>nw, 
but a]· 'J seben1es in other parts of tho l")tate_, 
and the right nuu1 may set·, c' us hundred·· of 
thou -cnvls of pounds. I--Ie h3., to h,·, ,~c high 
qu_fljiftcJ.tions. The Prcrn~Pr stutPd :Vlr. 
Prn·tridge \Yas <lit cngirH't'l\ and 
as a rnll', arc not businP·"" nH'lL 
f'ng·i1wer \\'ho was in dn_rge of 
Yanco. Had a bminc ' man of 
ne ,s ab1litv be·cn in char~ 2. 1 do 
du:: 1ni~tak·;:' there would ha\·l 
th{ Prelnicr a]so sL,tccl t/11t =\lr. Partridge 
had had a considerable expcr;P.-i, of adn1ini"­
trat1Y!? \I"Ol'k and ccrtaiuh· f1,1n1 hi'i PxlH'ri­
l'llCP in irrig·atio11 affairs · - thP. Sr:uth an:l 
oth ~r cnnntrics he soenE~ h1phh· qnah-
fif'.L I hopP he haR aJmi~ti.-;tratlvo 
ahilih·. b('rausc I br?li~'Yc> that }:-:; nb~olutcly 
JWcc :ar\-, A 1nan of hi[.Yh arln1ini~tratiYe 
abilitY ~~:ho under~tands irr1•.:;-ation ancl all 
about' the construction works, can employ 
(mgjnl.'r· and other official•: to do the n1orc 
te~-J1nit ).1 ''~ orlc BO long n~ he sees th~ th1r;g 
in its r]e:ht pcr:-n(~di_ye c•n1l ca.n avoul rnls­
hl kP~. IT 0 \Y<l nt -,.· to b:' n hlt"' to ~1ft 0arh pro~ 
blcm, to accept things that arc sonnd and 
rejcf't things that are un:'onnd. 

I do not S0(~ ho\Y any of the:'e irrigation 
l3Chcrnt~s cnn be n f 1ilurf', if they art' cor:­
duc-tcd as the,,· should be c:,n,'ncted. '""] If 
the l~n1cl nnrl ~,yater :Jl'C su~tnb1c; bnt thero 
i:::, srop~ for trC'mcndons lo::1ses if 'Hru stnrt 
1vrong. That is \vhy. in tl10 fn·s~ 1~1<1 f'0. ,.,-0 
n1u::.t ~gl't the right n1an rvJ C2<.::mlS"IOrH:r. I 

th:Jt. in that rc::oprct no nushtkc v.-Il~ be 
and that it will be se"n that he IS a 

man of adrninistrati;;c ability and >.ound 
iuch:·mcnt, bcrau-c other'.Yi;o;c you mv.~v haYe 
~pr~t hundrrds of thouc;-and., of poundfJ~Yen 
million~ of nonnds-hcforP ;:on kno\\' 11 ncro 
vou are, and ha ye an o.lmost impcBsible job 
in rectifying the mistakes. 

Th0 chief difficultY \Yhirh will haYe to ho 
met in this scheme on the Dawnn will be in 
the choice of the crops that ar<:' to be grown. 
Th<' Tr0asurer recognised that there >Yould be 
" difficultv. and the man \Yho is guiding the 
d{>tinlc~ ~f th·~sc fehcn10. \Yill ner-d to ha Ye 
such businc~s ncnn1en 3.'' wjll t'nub~P him to 
direct the 'cttlcrs as to what the,· ,lJ,J11 pro­
duce. Tt. is no use producing- thing;' that arc 
r.oi g-oing to br- mark(':-"H". It j._, qu:te 
pr>c;:::ible that \VC n1ay b• :tb1e tr> de-, •lop 1';~­
ra1ci_ng' on a vf'rv bu·(.:.·r ~ ::Dlr-. Pos::ib1:v 
furth~r work can be donr in dairy1ng·, if it 
is not po,siblo to flood the market, and 
\Y0 mav llo qnitP a let in cotton-g'rO\Yl11;2,', 

nnd the, prodnrtion of lur 'l'llC and fruits. But 
wo 1nust develop our popnlation in Australia 
eo that shall han• a to c·ou,umo 
mor-, of our own proclu: t~',: ;ye n1ust see 
that \VC produce chca11iy cnongh to PIHl blo 
us to -con1pcto in oYer,~'~, rnarkPts at a pro~ 
frL "\Ye cannot do that nn1

t0H we hr.xc a 
low production cost; 1 ht•refo:i·e ':,-~ canuot 
afford to have any n1i~takc~, bccau~c any 



:l.Yibtc cf on th ~ s-cttler.s 
__:r \ ill ll 1' cff <tllll ehargcd to the 

.Pnhliv of Q:1 e-r~;,land. 

l nJ:dcr~LuH_l L·o1u t~12 Trc.:-;nr~·r·s ~ta+c­
ITH:Lt tll:n it itJ not inh'1ldt•d i1nn1Pdiah:lv to 
..::t;l t the Da\L~on \~allry irrivr;t:o:l 
,::;cncm.c. 1~ v.·ill lJe vc.ar-_, bl'fnre it 

cTtlm . .cd to start 
'· !':.rlll\ r Cn~ck aln1n~t 

i:n!JH diut·•!v. ··nd \' few n1onths 
:.,('-ttJc•J . .:: tllc hon n·cntlL•_.l 11 ::aYS, \\·jJl lJp 
ahl(_: . frO C•n t1Jc bnJ. It i;;; {lot IJO?"'ih:(: 
for t: go on lhat land \Y;thont l' 'Jl"\Y~l": 

n~lCl nppan•nth- this ca~t]e 
_ _ _ ~ ntel'<lecl to ju<tify the imme-

h-:.nlchn:;r "1 the Baralnba railwa·.-. On 
t110 ftH·C of 1t the 1vholc · 
Ul1 1.\ i.:f'. The Px;wndit-nre cf 
r ·ih ;;:nd r':c" further 
C·t~t];~ ir:rif:tation to 
111ean -uch nn outlr acn of 
jrrit,nh:d land cr•rt11 ·will L ;r ll v fnr it. 
1~. ~yjJl hP u 'payable at ) -<!st nntll th· b"v 
~dWrtlt' '::'"''h ur:d-: nv<J_-.- ::·o;n_: yuu·;. hC'H''· Onr 
llnaJH -, r.rp ~uch that -,:P <.~an .. or ·-ta1'J 11ny 
JDOi:f' lo<l!t cxp( nrl.iturc• unl,t'-o:~ ou productiy'·.:­
li,nc : ~ r·eJ]Cll_r ·witl; ,tht: l~on. ~nP .. lb r for 
11 a lf('l'11 tl1<1t Jt \YOltH1 lw far better to ~tart 

·Oil thl' ::\Inunt Edv.r~rds ·-·.<~h'':nc- a" an cxpcr]. 
ITJ<'ntal "'.:'h( lH'. The initial onilay \YOU: .. J. 
,Jrlly be ;:01 likt' £175.1· J. and'::1w area 
of c :mutl'.': i::; g:n tte · an cl ne~ rcr 
to n1;nk ~.::::. It '' )tdd be- ~af0r, ::1nd at the 
san1f' rin1c· '' -:.· conld disco-n:-r how the whoh 
tl1ing \\", rl-.:ctl and \Yhat the pros]H'"ts \\·ere 
-in the Dawso11 ·valleT:. I slntll be ycry 
intC'r<'' d to ,-" ,,-hat -:\Ir_ Partriclw• ha' to 
~ay on tlw '·nbjcet of the Ca>:tle Crer-1.:;: sc-heme. 
I

1
t· -''(~ill to that tlw nr~ en(·y of winning 

t OC' ?\nrm that the GO\-ern-
HlPJlt mu~t .JU 

nrHl 1 t1J~ 
of the rail­

l r is brought 
the big scheme is 

for 1t will he 'Tcrv 
·I• o];,,h tn hnild raiJwav and not haY~ 
11roduee to c<tl'l7 o~t 1he ra]lY.av line: and 
the 1non0\T :-r 'nt on the 11tnnpi~1g plant ft.t 

the• ~~'lil. 'lt·,,, eh! tll \'. iJl be \Yasted. bcr1u-.e the 
bigg· r h ,_ il! be \Yorkc-d by graYitation. 

~ a-:1""i ~ia;ply in fayour of the formation of 
thH tiulJdepartn.f>nt oi the Trca::ur" to 
,develop irrigation. It i3 n0f'f:'Ssar;T to· have 
<rmwthin;r of the ~ort. but I hope tho greatest 
-care w1ll be CX<?l'CI:-0d and that cverv Hvenuo 
',Yill he te·\E>ci before an,, big scheme is 
launched. b"cause the experience of Australia 
in the past ha~ been that hun·e suJn<S can be 
lost i£ you eta rt in wrong~ I hope the 
Tre1.surC'r -..Yill see that the Com1ni~ ·ioncr i 
the n1o.st cap a l1lc 1nnn that can he fonnd in 
Au tndia. bcran~c thP ~urCE'~s or othcrwir._ 
of the ch0nw depends on whcti1cr tho right 
man controls it. 

1\Ir_ SWAYXE (Jf,-,-,,ni): I think it has 
hc0n brou~ht home us of l::th~' ,·cars that 
:-:01110 impr"YCl!JCr:J.t 01E' n1cthod~ rnnst b,, 
-rnac1o if \n' nrr- t~; llL>inaln a ]arQ:e 
population. that i~, fw c1:,.',- I 
ihir•k \Y\' ,.1] ·tin th~ Bill before ns 

'cry f.troat poss]bilitic: 
i
1
n Yi<':'" of tl.1C' l~r:se c~;:p2~-

~ucn fl::li:lf"S lDYCllVC, 1t lG 

r· cntiaJ th:t' oll t~H' 1 ·o1·ks whi~h mnv be 
nndcrhd'\:(' nnr1Pr t}J,- rtlC'~t~ure ~hall be ·mo,-;t 
c:--nnnn1icalh: conductrc1. nnd that thP nossi­
bility of n 1<11'\2'0 nnrennlll('rath·c (~XPPnditurc 
i · cctrdull:· aYoidccl_ or else it ill sim11ly 
ndrl to one hnrdPns. \Ye have alreadv a 
·'\.' .·r.v ]arg'P n1nount of n1oncv ~uuk in en~tf'r-

H'J.;, \rlliclt aro not. Jl~-t,VilJg interest. Fir~t 
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of aiL I \vould uro·c the Govcrn-
11JClJt not tlwm~ch·cs o down to a11v 
l• 1rtlc:dar nH•thod of opel'at1or ~-, ln1t that the:.' 

\':hat('Y\!r oi1'~1s tH t:w whether lt 
d:.. or cDntraet. procluccl'j 

ill L ~· .: upun in time to co,n~' to l,ear 
the ha1·•~e1_1 cf un~, unju:-:bfi~~Ll" co~t: in the 

, c_f rntcrc.:::t. . If tlH,tt_ i~ kept ,in n1,1nd 
tnu:-e routrolhng aftcEs ~ <:' tnat 1hcv 

g-t:t for the pub\jr the ycrv be::,~t 
[9.?0p.m.J returll for tlu~ ll!OllC"'~l. th~cre js 

h- this ·~houlrl 11ot 
,-(·ry !'('Ht good for 

In all probabilitY) lucerne will 
cl the principal crop.- to he gro·Fn. 

.1'C:nb, r tlwt. jn the 190: tirouo·ht a firn1 
:\c'\Y Sonth \\'ales. ~t J a t·imc 

dying- all round, obtained 
ThP stutcmcnts rPgard-

~C' 'Uled so extra Yu ,gani· t~Hlt 
i GoYt rn:nent consldcrcd 

and ~cnt an official r!D 

·>:CC ·<hat wa.;; bri!1g done-. ...:\. l>addock 
;n1. trinled o>.~et' to h1m ·lld on 22 acres of 
!lT!g·ntPd lucerne he fnttron0d 1.60J drought-
stnckcn sheep-not that \YNP half fat_ 
Th0 ~hct·p \' l'l'P Hot in the lnc0rne pad-
deck, iJut \YC'l'C' kc·pt in pcrfpcth~ b""tre 
]B.ddock·~ alonc;:;;idt·, n nd thf' I ne ~rn:.: ~vas cut 
nncl fed lo lh<"llL I mention that to show 
th-· pos~iLilities of irrigation. 

It h s strFek 1nc that. th? possiLili-
\Yith lamb rai~ing } aYe not 
L(plorf'd. In ·vie ~oria the 

n•nclJ-'d con;-:;~dent:JlP dirnens1ons, 
~nnth \Y nlc·" and Sou" h .:\ .. ustra­

o£ it i;:; dom.'. \Y kno1Y ~:;hat the 
lnmb tr ~c1c lJ~,-, for :\~cv: Zealand. 

S11ch nn art a :-:; \\'P r in Yiew on the 
Da\Y~Oll i:" n1o.-t f~vonrahlv sitnated for 
fattPnin;;- lambs. In Victoria thcv buv ag-ed 
J\te. ri1~o c,-;-cs fron1 the larr,-e shee1~ nro"pcri:ies 
Hnd put tlwrn with Inedi~_un and fang v-ool 
ram~. sue~ f!S ShropshiJ'f', Southdown, flnd 
Borclcr-LcJce,tcr. and get fat hmb5- The 
indn ctry -i~ ~l ::--<'111"(. \ of considerable l~cvenne 
to that Strltc. SePin~s that then~ arc large 
nwatv,-orks on the Fitzrov l'iY<"r bc}o\Y Rock­
harnnton. v;lthlu , a~\' J>-'·1ch c,f the Dav. son 
\-Dll0y. this \Yon1J y{_.ry likely he a profitable 
work to tnk0 up_ 

\Ye n1ust get a\YRV fro1n the old "trust-ino­
to luck" ITIPthods v;};ich have clwractt,·ri~:..'d 1~.:; 
in Uw p~sL IY o ' now that our climate is 
OEC' of ex:trcrnc~. During- the first hYo or 
thr,.'C l11C1llth" of ih0 vcrtr hcay~,· f1occls orf'nr, 
and then for Pight or' nin(' tnon .. hs not a drop 
of l'Glll fall;:;. In some d?,;trif'·h.:: on orcJ.sion~ 
the: f{rt no rrrin three or four -.;;;car:-. As 
our' poptd.:·.tion l [ll1d a-:rriru1t;:rc 
gro\Y~. \YC mu:-::t try <1 ll{t con ·Cl'YC onr sup])lH ,, 
of \Yat0r. It hn~ nft('n been said that onr 
onl~v 1neans of repc11ing an invasion i.;:; to 
ha,-e a population of at !cdt 20_000_000 in 
.\ustralia_ I doubt Yerv m'lch ,,-hethcr our 
foocl Hlj1plies under present method" \Yonlcl 
lw ar1~:f]uatr for population of that 
r• n1hrr. A .f' '''-' yr r~ Rg·o, durin~r t]v: prP-

of a dro~1g-ht. I "1s journeying Xorth 
h·.-o n;r>n v;·bo \Yfl'(' ach:ncnvlcdgc·d authori-

t~ o1t ~:1-nck Inrrttcr~-1-Jt-..~~rs. Bayu0o:; 
P.!'oi lH•r;;:;, Tlh'Y t ·1d n1c tln1t nt i·hat tlmP 
tlwr \Ya..o se r~0lv a fat lmllr;ck ob~nint"'1J1c' 
in Qucnn ]and: thn.t. ilw onlv fat stock \Ya~ 
ri::bt U]) i_. t1H! Xorfh,'rn rrpn·it-orv, and it 
would 11rrr-dlv bP :::ufficit ·1t. to n:aint 'in r-v 1 1 

our pre:;:cnt ·s1na1l population for HlOl':' than 
a L•\v \H'c-k;.:. or montJ-Js. L1~r·k1lv bt,forf' 
WC J'( Jchcd the C"drf.:'ll1C Jimit rn]n f~mc anrl 
~aYcu n~. It i~ fnsi1v IT ,li.;;cd that. if >Ye 
Ri'C to build up .... -1.._ustralia jnio a great nation, 

1JJ1·. Swayne.] 
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we must adopt such methods as will increase 
onr food supplies. In !Jart, of India the 
climate is very similar to that of Ausualiu­
extremes of wet and drought-yet we know 
what a teeming population is maintain0d 
there by the aid of ,-ater conservation. \V e 
read of what they call tanks or big dams 
mile's and miles round which have been in 
existence for thousands of years, through 
the aid of which this large population is 
fed. That shows the great possibilities there 
are in the \'vay of irrigation. It seems 
to me that at the present time we have hardlv 
sufficient of the right class of settkr to worlc 
these area,; and, hand in hand with any 
large irrigation ~chen1c, should go an irnrrii­
gration sche.mc. rrhe one is a seouel to the 
other. \V e have heard some hm{. members 
spe_ak a~out th~ neccs.~ity for a h01no n1arkct, 
wh1lc otr1ers have stressed the need for gro1> 
ing· crops whlch arc adaptable for export. 
I think that both objects have to be kept 
in Yiew. If Wt-· get the population \Yhich it 
1s ncc,'s,.;ar.:- that .._\_ustralia should po';lsc~)~,. t'"B 

shall have the home market quite capable of 
ab orb1ng all that wo can produce. There 
is an interrcgnum to be brP]_chcJ, rr11d during 
that period we shall have to look for ovcrsea 
mark2ts. 

I ha.-e alreadY mentioned an industrv the.t 
semns to lend iLelf to that j)urpose. Ut11crs 
have mentioned dairying. \Yhcn the diffor,-nt 
nations in Europe settle down to steady work, 
as we hope to see them do iu a rca~:onablv 
short tirno, the market for ptoduct; such a~s 
meat, butter, and so on, 'vill "incr abc: and 
it will bo an advantage for us tu <~ll and 
for them to buv, \Ye can a'tain a g-reat 
n1oasurc of sucCess in thut din __ "_'tion ~ onl~,­
bv irrigation. I con1e fron1 a di:::tric: 1vhcre, 
luckily, irrigation is not nrco"3sary. Speaki_lg 
with son1e l"Xpu·icnco as a cultiYator, I sny 
that in very many instar<ccs good rult-iYation 
is all that jg necc:-- ,ary C:Yt'll in places w lkre 
people consider that irrigation is essential. 
Small sums of money h,n-c been sp nt for 
irrigation purpoc,es in the district from which 
I come. The Colonial Sugctr Refining Com­
pany spent a. good deal of n1ont'y on one of 
their plantations. One farmer that I know 
put £400 into a ste.:tm pu1np, and another a 
slightly larger sum. At the samo time their 
experience 1-.as b~en thut, vntiablo though 
the ~easons have been, there "\"<as sufficieut 
rainfall to render them i:1Jepcndent of irrig'l­
tion, provided thorough t ~t.ltivation was guue 
in for, and the purnping plants fell into 
disuse. 

It must ah,-avs b0 remembered that if it 
takes £5 or £7. an acre to __ put the water on 
the land, that is only the beginning. and 
n1oro money has to be spent in getting jt 
applied to the crops. The Treasurer dwelt 
at some length upon the expert advice he 
had obtained. I was ver0 glad to he'lr 
that. The estimated cost of the Inkcr­
man sehcmc, in the first plac-e, was £130,000, 
and IHHV 1YC find it hn,s inCreased to 
£~CO_OOO, and we arc afraid tlut the cost 
will be beyond that figure. I a· keel a ques­
tion tlE' ether dav as to ·what y.,-as the r•ti­
n1atcd acreage sui)ply of water during eight 
hours, ~\n answer should haYc brrn furnislwa 
at a rnon1ent's notice. It 1naY be fooli~h to 
~1.y so, but the lc,·k of infc._~'I'ttion to that 
anSl.\'(-r is Yf'l'Y infornlati""~.7 (, 0~1 a :;chC111C 
c". stinv, £400,('00 i' £500,000. the Gowrmnent 
should han, some idea of the supply of 
"\Vater \Yhich v•ill be aYnilablc v.-hen the 
scheme is completed. I v,-a3 told that the 

[Mr. Swayne. 

information would be prepared. 'l'he of!icla1s­
should haye it at their fingers' ends. I asKed 
a question \Yith regard to the number of 
wells that were <rood and the number that 
were no good. That information should be 
in the hands of the officers controlling the 
matter. They should know to a well hmv 
many are good and how many are failures. 
I was told that the information would be 
procured. Perhaps the information was there, 
but the l\iinister ·was a.,shatned to dtsclose 1t. 
However, the people can form their own 
opinions. I hope that m the near futuro 
better methods will be follmYed. I hope 
that the gentleman who wiil be a ppointecl to 
take charge of the scheme \Yill be fully 
c;1pable of handling the mattC'l'. and wlll 
c.ury it on in the best interect. of the people. 

1\Ir, DEACON (Cnnningham); I am not 
going to gin this 'Bill my blessing. I thie1i{ 
it is the wor.t thing that the Government 
have done yet. 

GovERN)JEKT l\1E~IBERS ; Oh ! 
Mr. BREKKAN; ThL irrigation slL:Juld be 

established on the Dalrymple Creek. 

Mr. DEACON: Anv scheme would be 
ruined bv a measure vlike this. I do !1ot 
think yoll will g0t an",' settlers to endure­
,-_-hat thcv will have to suffct' under a Com­
Llissionel'v ,,-ith powers such n.s < l'C propo:-cd 
to be given bv the Bill. It: i·, the fanners 
·who \vill crro\i; the crops and nut the Com­
niissiorwr \~ho will make the irrigation H hcme 
a success. The farn1e-r.:, \'~·onJ,J l!.ot stand a. 
man having povvers like the Co1u!n.i,, ~ioner 
will have. 

1Ir. I{IR\V..\X: You c.bject to poEtical inter­
fcn?nce, ,;._nd \vhen you g~t indcp:..ndent contrvl 
you also obj eeL 

:\fr. DEACOX; The Gm·emment could 
iscuc or'ders nnd if they did not suit the 
Con1mission~r }w coul-d issue frc ~h orders, and· 
the settlers would suffer in both ca-ses. The 
Bill means rnorc expenditur.:~ and n1orc taxa:. 
tion on the people. In the end it will mean 
a lot of ruined settlers_ 

Hon. wr, FORGA~ S:IIITH; You take a very 
doleful view of the situation. 

::\Ir. DEACOX; It is not a doleful view; 
jt is a commonscnse view. I ha ... ,-e nn faith 
in the benevolent intentions of tlw Govern­
m0nt or of anv Commissioner thev may 
appoint. The se"ttlerJ will have no voice ;n 
the spending of the money, no JYrHttcr whethe1" 
it suits them or not. They will have to take 
the position and lump iL They can be 
turned off the land. I think thcv arc to bP 
allowed to buy the land. ' 

Me DEBBIKGTO:<r; J'\o. 

J'vlr, DEAC'OX; There is some <uch tenure, 
The Commissioner has power nndn the Bill 
to dccl arc a noxious werd or a noxious. 
animaL and b:? can tenn the >cttlC'rs noxious 
animals if he dc~ires. I arn cndc}YOurine­
to <;;hO\Y hon. n1e-mb2r'.; oppositP tbc n1i8chi0f 
they arc going- to make. Sure 1,~ the:- k:-lJW 

the mischief tbey ha• e dmw in the P-" -t! 
Th<'? cu"ht to r~alisc that th"'-' haye nev"r 
,·et done"~nything for the pcop1,; on the land. 
'l'lwv ho.Ye made attcmp' -. lour the farmer 
ha~ 'lvcl to \YOrk out cvcrvthin,!J; for hin1 >:>H. 
Ccrt:1in crop, 1.ill only~ l'('tn'rn a certaj!1 
anwunt in con1parison 1\-ith the cunonnt 
f xnc:~d.Pd on the 1:-uul. If -.Ten ha Ye to pay 
L{)() c~£ .:r fo;· anv lc.nd and tlJcn tart and 
nwke a profit o~~t of tho crnn-:-thc rate is 
there to pay ''"hcthe·r ~~ou (all it interest Oi 

"\\·hnb?..-er yon rna:v call it--
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Hon. W. FoRGAN Smni: That is the 
~rouble Ynth a lot of land in Queensland~ 
<Over-ea r)italisa tion. 

Mr. DEACO::\: There is no necc-,sity to 
Jnake jt \YOrc:c. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S)IITH: That will not 
1lapJ.1en in this case. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE : Aro you 
throwing cold water on the sche1ne? 

Mr. DEACO::\: I am showing what is 
likely to happen. It is not a m.,ttc'r of 
:throwing· cold ,-ater on it. When the Bill 
gets into Conunitteo I hope, tho Goverrunont 
will agree to put so1ne ljrnit on the l)O'\ '~rs 
-of tho Cmn1nissioner. and that thev will ~how 
<owe comidcation for the people ,,.bo ha,-e 
to farm the land. They are the people to bo 
mainly considered. I hope tho Goycrnmeut 
will also oee that the people v;ho are already 
ccttled there will not have to pay further 
'taxation 0\'\-illg to the tremendous cxvendi­
ture this Bill foreshadows. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL Pll!crt): More or loss. 
I have ahYa.-s been some\vhat of an enthu­
sia t in cm1r'toction with the po,sibilitios of 
irrigntion in our Siate. There is no que~tion 
that during a collain period of tne Ycctr 

we have an inu11CDSe amount of water ·vvhich 
is allo1vcd tu run to 'vasto. Then, again, \YO 

have streanB ·which, if properly dealt with 
by rneans of v;;eirs and dalnf:, would conserve 
a ycry large quantity of ·'"ater, and in many 
instnnc,-,s we have th·· land along these 
streams ""Thirh, at a glance, apparently is 
sui~able for irrigation purposes.. In dealing 
with so great a quc~tion a.s the one involved, 
it. is nCC~-'ssary to cast around for the purpose 
·of soei11g IYhat irrigation has dono ·where 
it has bec•n put into operation. Probobly, 
in Egypt the largest amount of capital has 
been cxpt?ndcd in th2 construc!ion of bar­
rages and d 1ll1i3 for the pu rpo·.,.c of conserving 
water and inigating a comparati,-cly omall 
area of land in relation to tho amount of 
Inollcy involved: and apparently the scheme, 
although it has cost such larg·.' sums of mono.', 
has been carried out on businc:s line:-: and is 
a ,,ucce~,.., fron1 a business standpoin~. Turn­
ing again to oul~ O\VTI Comn1on\vealth, v. :.· 
find on the ::Vlurrav RiYcr that. lr: llE~ans cf 
lrrigation, ~uLcess 'has been atlaiilcd at. ::.\Iil­
dura and Renrnark: hut .., have to rPali.:;e 
that thetie two propositions were c:trricc1 out 
by private cnt rprisc, and unquestionably 
the:;' \\-Pr-~ estalJlislwd on busi:nr·-;s lines, and 
evcl" nwtt'_T Iw ,~ing relation to the succ~._'"'.s 
of the ··c~1Cine-dinlatic condition, the Euit­
abjJity o£ the c:oil for irrigation. and the crops 
that. wer- to lx' gl'own on the irrigatc'fl .• l"Nls 

-\Ht3 in th.• flrst im-tanf'e fullv (e;n;.;idcr"d. 
Of cour~r:, \\'(' flnd that the crn'p;;: which arc 
grown in tho.:...r, placl'c; can be mndc market­
able o-wing to the dryr:f't:s of the atmo,;;;phcre. 
In our O\Yll StatP, 1vhile 1t m~-t~~ he pohiblc 
to grow fruir of an equal quality -I an1 vain 
·'-nough to :--a.\- of a superior qu.llit.- to tha:; 
gro-.n1 Pt )Jildura-_vct, owing to climai-ic 
condjtioiJs, \Ye \Yonkl not be ablo to make 
Jhat fruit mnrketable. Therefore, we have 
to al1andon crops of that character. Then, 
again, thP Trc~~urcr Sj')okc about thP- pos::i­
bilitiP, of growing deciduous fruits, but we 
ha,-c to re lise tint. until we find a runcdv 
for the fruit fly, \Ve. n1ust abandon an;. hop~ 
·of making- a success of gro\Ying Ruch claF" of 
fruits. Those who have at• "IDptcd 
those frnits haYe found that the crop 
a finrm~ial failure. Then 1;\'(' co1ne 
quc~tion of citrus fruits. I haYe no <-~,~uLt 
.,jtrus fruits could bo grown there to perfec-

tion, especially if the growers had a proper 
supply of water; but ban. members are 
ayyare that. under present condition-· those 
crops T\-ould not be a financial &uccc~s. In 
Southern Qucensland~I speak from experi­
ence-there are areas in the electorate which 
l, represent Upon \Yhich orangeri('" WOrO laid 
c_lo1vn,. and to-day those orangeries arc not a 
lmanc1al success. In many instances they 
ha vc been allowed to go to ruin, and in 
some cases the trees haYe been rooted out 
oltcwugh the soil is eminentlv suited for 'the 
purpose, and it is now solely' U' cd for dairy-
1ng. Therefore, under the conditions that 
exist to-da~", \YD have to realise that onlv 
certain crops can be grown which will rc~uft 
In a financial succeS:,,·, and tho'·,e crops -arc 
li~nited so far as numbers are concerned. 
Th~ question that arises with rc·ferencc to this 
llTigailon schc'nle is; 1vhat is to be the cost 
of the water supplied? 

Any hon. member who has taken the 
trouble to read the history of irrigation in 
tho State of California will realise that it 
is only by the adoption of the most economic 
methods and by supplying water at a mini­
mum of cost that irrigation has proved a 
success there. C~msequently the first question 
El connectiOn w1th any scheme is what the 
initial cost will be, as that will be the 
determining fa.ctor so far as the price of 
water is concerned. I understand that the 
first scheme which it is proposed to enter 
upon under the Bill is one at a place where 

there is no railway. It struck me 
[10 p.m.] as rather putting the cart before 

. the horse to enter upon an irri-
gahon scheme before a railway has been 
constructed to the area in question. It is 
nc;cessary to have means of communication 
mth the port of export, if this scheme is 
to be a succesc. Then, again, if a railway 
1s not constructed to the irrigation area in 
the first instance, the cost of material for 
ca_rrying out a wor~ of such magnitude 
,-,-,ll be enormously mcreased, which will 
moan that the cost of water will bo much 
greater than ·it would be if tho materials 
med in the construction of the dam could 
b-· obtained at a cheaper rate. I under­
stand from t_he Treasurer that, before any 
~xpench tu re 1s undertaken in carrying out 
the work, the whole matter will be sub­
mitted to the l~ouse, with plans and reports 
Oll the smtab1hty of the soil for irrigation 
purposes, to enable members to come to a 
conclusion as to "bother the scheme is likely 
h be a financial success. It would be a 

· ,·ious mistake if~with the almost absolute 
knowledge that irrigation is going to prove 
on.c of the most successful means of settling 
thlc great Sta te~the cost of water, owing 
to the fact that railway construction hM 
b •pn clef Prred in~tcad of preceding the 
echc,me, has rendered the construction so 
costly that it would be impossible to place 
_•ttlcrs upon the irrigate-d arc'l as they 

would not be able to make a financial success 
of their venture. The Inkorman irrigation 
scheme has been referred to, and, if the 
f:gures which have been quoted at different 
times in respect to 1t are correct, the cost 
of "a tor to the settlers there would prohibit 
the scheme from bein!< a financial success. 
The land will become so burdened by the 
co,,t of the wa.ter that it will be an area 
,,-,hich will be avoided bv settlers. save in 
some exceptional circumstances. This is a 
matter which shoul-d be discussed without 
party feeling, because it is one which 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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materially affects tho 
settlement of the State. 

development and irrigation should be pursued, to ns>ist not 

All the matter,; brought fonvanl LY mem­
bcr3 on this side shonlcl be taken i1lto con­
sideration b.v tho ::\Ilni::;ter ,\-ho ck·sirus to 
1nake thE:' whole schcn1e a ~ucccss. There 
a1·e unquf'·,tiona bl:v very lurgo powers 
vested in the ConunissiDncr. but \Yhethcr thc,T 
Ul'\~ greater tban he ·:·hould poSS('SS is net a 
ni.atter on which 1 an1 prcp:tn~d to ~;iYt! an 
opillion at prP-.;Put. One of the difliculti£>s 
in connection with a ,,-·Jwnw like this is that 
thn e who have to bc:u- the lmnlen am! ll\­
thc>ir industry ruako th·~ whole se~: Ill'' · 

financial succC"_;; ·will rut se·- ur·-~ that t( nnre 
in the land to \Vhich the>v are entitled. It 
wns .-.uggPstcd by the Trf'r;·-ur-'1' that it n1ight 
be lv~c·cs::,arv to la v duwn cunJ.itio11::; l'C\(anl­

ing the cn~ps whlch the ~C'lector wnnld b•_' 
pennittcd to grow. But the sdC'dor IYonl(_l 
bt~ hanl1icappeJ by th1~ tc•nure. Frmn rn:,~ 
exrwriPllCO of the earlier :-:.etdcrs, [t gTeat 
nutnbor of v:hmn I knc1y per~D11:11ly, I kno1v 
thev al':avs fa.Your the freehold te1rnrc. That 
is {h,, on1)' "\Yay that vve f'dll hu vf:' sc·ttll'l~H'nt 
on the land. \Yhen a nutn gof'..o ou an area 
and feels that the land is ubsolull'h· his own 
property, then he can-us ont his ~)\Yll pro::i­
pcrity so far as th(~ nJanagt 'Jll'llt Ulld control 
of that an':t is concer!H:'d. \Ye' haYe had 
an1ple eYiden{'c that the rne·n who nHtke a 
succe~" of their land arc: tho·c IYho haYc the 
freehold tenure. I kno"\Y nwn Y:ho f llllC into 
rr1y district when it wa'-' ::-crub. The_,, 
had no capital except c tpitol rcprcsc'nted 
by their thrift, CJH:rg_\', aud t'IH{urancl'. Thev 
knew that the land \Yonld become their own 
smnc da.v. They ha n~ b..:eu :cubjcct to taxa­
tion) \vhich amounts aln1o-~t to confis-cation. 
but it is their own land to the extent that 
thcv own it and can do what the - like with 
it. ~I ha ye "ecn those lTif'n brcou;e indepen­
dent rr1en and a credit to the State. Evl~rv­
one dc~ires that nn irrigation srh~'\l1C sbJuid 
11':- ( :1t~rc~d upon in Qn·'Pnsln1ul. but ~w·h n 
sc>heme should be followed with further 
development. and that can onl: be brou;'·ht 
about by adding fnnher population to our 
State. Let l11E' point out that any srherne 
for the settlement and dc,-elopment of the 
StJJe in \\hi< h a large capital hos 1:0 be 
expPndctl 1vi1l he ab:3olntel' uAt.'lcs:--~ unlc~s 
'\\'8 haYe a population prcpa.rccl to undertake 
the nttPnclant liabilitiP": and, unll's th 
conditions arc n1ade con-;iderablv 1noro 
lib' ral. unless it is assured that the; cost of 
water will be so reasonable that there is a 
chance of the settlers getting a fair return 
for the labour they expend, an cl, further­
lTIOrP. unless thev aro assured of a lwtter 
tenure than that for \Yhich the Bill pro­
vide-. I conft'ss that I am inclined to think 
that the scheme '"~ill not aehieYo the \Yishes 
of those of us -.-:-ho desire to see the pros­
perity and SE~ttlcn1ent of this fair Statl' uf 
ours proper}~~ a"j ()f conr:-'P, tbe 
::\1inist0l' in charge o[ Bill 1nay accept 
rE·nsonable an1endments \•.-hich will sufT-icient]y.~ 
broaden the n1eP~1ue. and I have no doubt 
that in that case it n1av lJc'come L-ore attrac­
tjyp to pPrsnn-s who n1~.~, be 1villing to ahi:-t 
in that dovclopn1ent. Evt:rybody will agree 
that IY·P rnay pa~s n1ensurc aftrr lllCa~urP. 
but the n1Pro fac• that wr ha\ e an~r n1C?'..;nro 
nn the statute-book does not ensure ~urccs::. 
Only by ha,·ing a good mea,lHO and good 
achnini:-tration. which will con11ncnd it to 
those ,vho a re pr<.?parr:-d to go on the 'and 
under it, ,,-ill it attain ;,ucc<'SS. \Yith the· 
keen desire I have that a sound policy of 
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onlv the men on the land but also the dc,-e­
lop~TH'nt of our secondary industrics:--in the: 
production, for instance, of agncultural 
mrtchinery and all clso that is required be 
the n1an on the land~! sbouk1 ,~t'l'Y llluch 
rf'grct jf, because the condiiion;;; IYrrc tov· 
stringc11t or not sufEcicntly liberal, it should 
fail. 

Mr. FRY (Jl.mil pa) : C\o argument can bo 
adduced against a n1casure to 'tore up the 
wrtter which falls on the lands of our State, 
and "-hich othcrwi.se \vould run away to the 
ocean. To be fully prol\table. however, a 
:-3chenw such as ihi·~ 1nust be included with 
other schemes of development and \vorks 
properly pl::tccd 8nd cconon1ica_ll.v consh·uded 
and mana~ed. Then on], >nll they prove 
a boon to the c>ih' and col;ntr•· alikP. \Yhen 
I sav that this ~chcrnc rnust' be \Yorkcrl jn 
conjl;nction ·with othpr Rchcn1c~. I ha,~e in 
mind the de\·clopment of the interior of the· 
State by upplying "·ater po"·er, not onl:: 
for irrjgation purpo-•cs, but for the ge~c.ra­
tion oi clectricit_\·. Steam is rapidly p.;n·mg 
place to electricity, \Yhich is njuch c]pancr­
and more efficie 11·. Many of the drawbacks 
as:5ociaJed with Ji,~ing in the country arc due 
to the ont-of-date methods used in prm·iding 
power. An electric schemP would provide 
for the machiner\' for manufacturing our ra,v· 
materials. iVitl! a well-apportioned w:tter 
Hlpply, foodstuffs will be a'snred fpr the· 
people in the State; and. with manufac­
ture on the spot, large mannfa(·tnring centre.::. 
will grovv up in the interior of the State. 
In that av the State '::ill be,dlt and the 
populaticn \Yil1 be taken a\Yay frorn the 
coast. iYe 'hall then put to the Lest nse th<. 
inheritance thot we ha,-e. I do not knmY 
why there is so much objection to a Bill of 
this nature. If we look ahead probably 
1\fty years, we shall see the development 
\Yhich is going to take place, to the benefit 
of the whole of the COml11Ullity. Qnecnslrtlld 
at present is an exporter of l'a"\Y n1atrrial. 
If \HJ \vant to build up manufacturing indus­
tries so as to absorb our uncn1ployC'd) 
haYc to make son1o provision. In thiA mea­
sure \VC are putting do·wn the fonn?ation for 
huge de,·clopmcnts. I can prop11·s:v that 
Queensland ie going to be ono of the 
wcalthic~t States of the Empil'e. It \Vill be 
a beehive of industrY. It is the dutv of the 
(;o-.-crnrnent to intro.clnce a Bill of this kind 
and apply thernselves earnestly to the 
development of the scheme. I hope that the 
Government \Yill take a broad view of the 
mattr-r, and not look upon it as a vote­
catching method by which they can oust 
the hon. member for ~ormanby or som~body 
els~. It has a deepr>r interest to the State 
than the gaining of party politic>al adnm­
tage. A scheme snch as this applies to 
every person in cve17 part of the State. 
In Brisbane we can see the hem,fits wlnch· 
follow tho conservation of wate1·. The water 
\vhich \Ye get fron1 our b.ps every da:: is 
the result of storage. 

Mr. BREXKAX: Sit down. \Yhy do you. 
want to stone1vall the Bill? 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Illr. FRY : I ask the hon. m cm ber for 
Tomvoomba to behave himoJclf. I am not 
going to argue with a ma.n who pays hie, 
accounts \Vith valueless cheque'l. 

l\Ir. BREXKAX: Sit down! Sit down ! 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope that the 
bon. member for Toowoomba will obey m:c. 
call to order. 
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:Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS interjecting, 
The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member 

for Pittsworth also to obey my call to order. 

Mr. FRY: The Government are well 
advised to bring in a scheme of this nature. 
Opposition members will give the Bill every 
support, provided the work is carried out 
in a.\viso and economic way. Is it not a fact 
that all the water consenation scheme; in 
Auetrali<t, with the exception of Mildura, 
have been financial failure~? For that 
reason the State Government should devise 
some means bv which thev ca,n make the 
scheme in Queensland a pro-fitable ono. The 
water cCJnscrvation scheme outlined in the 
Bill cannot be successful unless the water 
power is used for generating electric power, 
and so give lighting facilities, enabling the 
eeiJtlcrs to go in for more than actual 
farming. 

Question-That the Bill be read a second 
time-put and passed. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for 
to-mon·o~,,·. 

The House adjournerl at 10.20 p.m. 




