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Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. [26 SppreMmber.] Agricultural Education Bill. 1851

TUESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1822.

The Spragsr (Hon. W. Bertram, Mares)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT AMEND-
MENT ACT OF 1921 REPEAL BILIL.
INiTIATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Fiindessy: 1 beg to move—

“ That the House will, at its present
sitting, resolve itself inte » Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness
of introducing a Bill to repeal the Legis-
lative Assembly Act Amendment Act of
16217

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL.
INITIATION.
The ATTORNEY-GEWNILRAL (Iion. J.
ullan, Fladersy: 1 beg to move—

““That the House will, at its present
sittirg, resolve itzelf into a Committee of
the YWhole to consider of the desirablencss
of introducing a Bill to provide for the
alteration of the names of certain elee-
toral districts,”

Queiion put azd passed.

MACKAY, MARYBOROUGH, AND ROCK.
HAMPTON SHIOW GROUNDS MORT-
GAGES BILL.

INITIATION.
The ATTORNEVY-GENERAL (Hon. J.

Mullan, Fiindersy: I beg to move—

““That the House will, at its present
sittinny, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirableness
of introducing a Bill to erable the trus-
tec: of certain parcels of land in the citv
of Mackav. in the city of Maryborough.
and in the citv of Rockhampton, respec-
tively, used for the purpozcs of show
grounds by wsgricultural societics estab-
lished in those localities respectively, o
mortgage the said land and to devote ths=
moneys so raised to making permanent
improvements on the said land, and that
the said Bill be introduced and denlt
with in all its stages as a public Bill.”

Question put and passoed.

WATER POWER BILL.
THIRD READING.
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
beg te move—
“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

AGRICTLTURAL EDUCATION BILL
Tmrb RrADING.

The SECRETADY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
I beg te move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
tHime.”

Questicn put and passed.

Hon. J. Huzham.]
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UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAXND ACT is made in the Bill to revert to the old

AMENDMENT BILL,
THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
I beg to move—

““That the Bill be now read a third
time.”
Questien put and passed.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT AMEND.
MENT ACT OF 1921 REPEAL BILL.
INTTIATION IN COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in th: chair))
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.

Mullan, Flinders): 1 beg to move—

_ “That it is desirable that a Bill be

introduced to repeal the TLegislative

Assembly Act Amendment Act of 10217
On the second reading of the Bill T will sub-
mit reasons why it is nccessury to repeal the
Act which was passed last vear. Af this
stage it is sufficient to say that it is receszary
to repeal the Act becausc of subsequent legis-
lation passed last session by the Common-
wealth Parliament.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Bill =will
receive splendid support from this side. It
will repeal what we consider on» of the most
discreditable pleces of legislation that wo
have had to deal with for quite long time.
We welcome the Bill. )

OpposiTioN MEeMBERS : Hear, hear !

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Commiitee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL presented the
Bill, and moved—

_“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”’

Question put and passed.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL.
INITIATION 1N COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move—
" That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to provide for the alteration of
the names of certain clectoral distriers.”

Mr. MOORE (4wbignu): T am verr sorry
that it is neccessary to introduce this Bill at
all. Unfortunately, under present conditions
it is absolutely necessary that a Bill should
be passed providing for an alteration in the
names of the »lectoral districts, as the present
position is altogether unsatisfactory. Under
the redistribution several coun: districrs
bave been disfranchised, and the present posi-
tion has led to confusion in the Elestoral

Registrar’s  Department  and  confusion
amongst the people outside. The ecleciors do
not seem to know whom to write to on

clectoral matters, and I hope that provisicn

[Hon. J. Huzham.

names of electorates. The present names have
no connection with the districts themselves
and have no towns of the name of the clec-
torate in the electorate, and that makes the
position most absurd. I trust that in this
Bill the names will be euch that people will
know what electorate they are in. I am very
sorry that the Minister thought it necessary
to instruct the police to transfer rames from

the present rolls. This has only led to
confusion.
The ArTTORNEY-GENERAL: The transfer of

names will make no difference.

Mr. MOORE: The electors have been
informed that they have been transferred to
the new electorates, and they are in a quan-
dary as to which clectorate they are in. It is a
pity that there was such haste in making the
people enrol for the new elvetorates.

The PremiEr: You complained because
there was not » redistribution of seats, and
now you complain because there has been a
redistribution.

Mr. MOORE: We complain of the way i
which it has been done. The whole thing
shows a want of foresight in the formation
of the new electorates.

The Prexier: It was done under the pro-
visions of the Act passed by vour Government.

Mr. MOORT: It is no sxcu=» at all to say
that it was done under an Act puassed by
some other Government. The Government
should bave recognised that there would be
some difficulty in renaming the new eleeto-
rates which were to be form-d, and proper
provision should have been made in that
direction.

Mr. MORGAN (Murille): 1 think that the
Minister should give us a little more informa-
tion about the Bill at this stuge. He has
practically given us no details.

The ATrorNey-GENerAL: I will give youw
full information on the second reading stage
to-morrow. You will have the Bill before
vou directly.

MMr. MORGAXN : This is the proper stage
to ask for information, as we might wish to
move an amendment in order to widen the
scope of the Bill. We are not going to sit
still and let the Minister move this resolution
without giving us any information. It is
due to the Minister to treat the Opposition
as they should be treated.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will give any
explanation you may want on the sccond
reading.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I would
like more information to be given at this
staze about the measure. The ouse and the
country have been misled. The Premier
inferred that the redistritntion had taken
place under an Act passed br the Denham
Government.  That is quite true, but the
Government  should be able to rem~dy
injusticss in legisfation paszed by previous
Governments.  Undor the vedistribution the
Government have gone as far 2= they possibly
¢can to disfranchise country districts, Thoy
have not oven given the limit aliowed by the
Princinal Act: oversthing has been done to
cut cut the country clectorates.

The CITATRMAN: Ordev! I hope the
hou. member is not going to start a debate
on rodistribation. This Bill deals with the
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renaming of certain electorates,
the hon. member will confine his remarks to
that question.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Had it not been for
redistribution taking place, theve would hav:
been no need for 1h\5 Bill, and it
have been necessary to rename electorates, 1
shall have more to say on the sccond reading.
We certainly want further information.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 will give you
full information on the second 1L4dmg

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
Premier has stated that a demand was made
by the public for redistribution, and 1 am
prepared to admit that sach was tha ca:
but, when the alteration was made, what was
there to prevent the Government brmg:mﬂ in
a  Bill for venaming the electorates last
session?  The clectoratc of Logan is very
worthily represented by Mr. lxmo

Mr. KixG: Hear, hear! (Laughter.)

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am sure the
House will endorse that stat-ment. But what
is the position? I have pesple coming to
me from the hon. member’s electorate aahmé
me if 1 am not the member for Logan. [
have no desire to jump the seat of the hon.
member for Logan, but my own electorate has
been called Logan. 1, with others, have been
absolutely in the dark as to what is being
done in connection with the matter. Lherc
was nothing to prevent the Government
renaming the clectorates at the time they
made the redistribution of seats, making it a
uniform business; bus, instead of that, con-
fusion has reigned suplemn The Premier
interjected, when the hon. member for
Aubigny was speaking, that the redistribu-
tion was on the basis of the Hlectoral Dis-
tricts Act passed by the Liberal Government.

That iz not so.
Hon. J. G. Arrer: Hear, hear!
Hox. W. H. BARNES: XNo one Lknows

that better than the hon. member for Albert,

The ArrorNey-GENERAL: The hon. member
for Albert will admit that the last section
of the Ac¢: which his Government passed pro-
vided for further redistribution.

Fox. W. Ii. BARNES: I am prepared to
admit that in that regard it is so, but not in
the apportiocnment. Let me say one other
thing—vyou will probably rule me cut of
order, Mr. Kirwan—any Government which
introduces a Redistribution of Seats Bill
ought to go to the country as soon as the
redistribution is made.

Mr. KING (Logan): 1 quite with
the remarks of the hon. member for Bulimba.
When the redistribution scheme was before
the ITouse it was pointed out by the hon.
member for Merthyr that the redistribution
must of necessity be followed by 2 Bill to
alter the names of the electorates, I thought
the Government would have taken notice of
the remarks of that hon. member, snd have
introduced a Bill forthwith, instead of leav-
ing it to a later stage. The suggestion of
the hon. member for Merthyr ought to have
been accepted.

The House resumed.

The CHaryMaN reported that the
mittee had come to a resolution,

Cou-

The resolution was agreed to.

[26 SEprEMBER.] Mackay, Etc., Mortgages Bill. 1853
and T hope FirsT READING.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (IIon. 7.
Mullan, Flinders) presented the Bill, and
moved—
“ That the Bill be now read a first
would not time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was made
on Order of the Day for to-morrow.

MACKAY, MARYBOROUGI{, AND ROCK-
HAMPTON SHOW GROUXNDS MORT-
GAGES BILL.

IxtrIATION TN COMMITIEE.

(Mr., Nirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, #¥linders): I beg to move—
“That it is desirable that a Bill be

introduced to enable the trustees of cer-

tain parcels of land in the city of
Mackay, in the city of Maryborough,
and in the city of Rockhampton, respcc-
tively, used for the purposes of show
grounds by agricultural societies estab-

lished in those localitie: respectively, to
mortgage the said land and to devote
the moneys so raised to making per-
manent improvements on the said land.
and that the said Bill be introduced and
dealt with in all its stages as a public
Bill”

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I suggest to the
Minister that it would be advisable to bring
in a general Bill. We should have one Bill
to deal with all these institutions and allow
them to mortgage the land under their con-
trol. It would save a lot of time then, and
we would not have to waste so much time
dealing with each Bill separately.

The ATroRNEY-GENERAL: We have made
an improvement in this case, because we
have grouped three of them. We never
refuse a reasonable request.

Mr. MORGAN: It would be much better
to have a general Act, so that all societies
throughout Queonxland could conduct their
operations under it, with the permission of
the Minister.

The ArrOoRNEY-GENERAL: I will bear that
\uggebtxon in mind when I am next dealing
with the matter.

. MORGAN : Such socicties should have
*he powms given by this Bill without the
necessity of coming to the Minister for
special lenhlat,on

Question put and passed.
The House resumed.

The Crairyax reported that the Commut-
tee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First READING.

The ATTORNLEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flindwvrs) presented the Bill, and
moved—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time.”

Question put and passed.

The second reading of the Bill was mals
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Hon. J. Mullan.]



Maternity Bill.

MATERNITY BILL.
SECOND REesDING.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A, J. Jones, Paddington): It falls to my lot
to move the secoud reading of this Bill, the
title of which is—

“A Bill to make better provision for
the establishment and mainterance of
maternity hespitals and babz clinics, and
for other ancillary purposes.”

The credit for the intreduction of this
measure, apart from the fact that it accords
with the general principles of the humani-
tarian Labour movement, rightly belong: 1o
the present Home Sceretary, together with
another Bill, the sccond reading of which
I shall have the opportunity of moving at a
later stage—that is, the Health Acts Amend
ment Bill. It gees without saving that th
Bill has the whole-hearted support of every
member on thiz side of the House, and I hope
it will gain the approval of every member of
the House. Certainly it will have the
blessing of the mothers of the children born
and yet to be born in this State. Although
it is not as contentious as many other
Bills are with which we deal in this Cham-
ber, it is none the less important. Placed in
the category of humauitarian legislation, the
introduction of which is characteristic of this
Government and the party with which I am
assoclated, it is o most highly importaus Bill
Judged from the standpoint of humanita
legislation, many othcr Bills fads into in
nificance when compaved with 1t. What Bl
can be more important for hon. members to
consider than cne which aims at decreasing
the death rate of the mothers and children
of this State, which aims at minimising the

risk during the critical period of
[11.30 a.m.] childbirth. =which aimns at increas-
. ing the birth rate, and making it
casier for mothers to bear children? This
Bill, in my opinion, will increase our natural
population. T believe that it will kelp to
increase settlement, by msking the facilities
greater in outback places. It has for s
object the training of mothers and the care
of little children. I cimphasize the fact that
no Bill, judged from that humanitarian stand-
point, could possibly be more important. I
anticipate being tzken to task for ewpressing
these sentiments, because, when the State
Children Department was under discussion
in this House a few days ago, I stated thut
every ¢hild born in the State was an asset
to the State, and that it was the dutv of the
Stste to see that thet child had an oppor-
tunity of being properly fed, clothed, and
educated, and given a chance in life;
and, to my surprise, the following day onc
of the leading newspapers was responsible
for publishing this statement—

“If sickly, deformed, vicious, and
feeble-mind:=1 children arc asscts to the
State, and if the so-very-gencrous depart-
ment recognises them to be o, and if the
taxpayers and the more practical =ad
level-headed portion of the community
consent to the Jonce formuls, there is
going to be a crash on this continent

&

much sooner than even the Japancee
think.”
Can w;ou‘lmagin“ any  sentiment more
callous Could anrthing be more heartlessly

expressed? T deny that the children of +he
poor are deformed, vicious, and weakminded.
- .

he Government do not regret, nor do they

i Hon, A, J. Jones.
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apologise for, the money they have spent in
protecting the lives and taking into their
care the children who are looked after b
the State Children Department.

My, Corste: Who made that statement?

The SECRETARY FOR MINE:S: It was
made in the ‘‘Courier.”” The Government
have heard the cry of the litsle children
since they have been in office. 1 think thas
has becn expressed very ably in the lines of
3rs. Browning—

“ Do wou hear the children weeping,

my brothers,

Ere their sorrow comes with yvears?
They are lcaning their yourg heads

against their mother

And that cannot stop their tears.

The young lambs are bleating in the:
meadows,

The young birds are chirping in the

nest;
The young fawns arc playing with the
shadows

The young flowers ar» blowiug

the West;
But the voung, young childien, Oh, my
brothers,

Ther are weeping bitter!
They are weeping in the pla

others

In the country of the free.”

Oh,

towards

cime of the

Mr. Moreax: You should learn that off by
heart.

The SECRETARY FOR MINE3: Jt'i= a
bheautiful sentiment, and I did not care to:
trust to my memory. I recognise that .:‘he
hon. member who interjects cannot appreciate
properly that sentiment; probably he doee
not appreciate the expressions of some of our
great poets. Many children are born in this
State without the aid of medical care and
skill, or qualified nursing. Especially were
the children of the early pionecrs so born, ard
many valuable lives, sad to say, have heen
lost.” In my opifiion, there is nothing so sad
as the death of a mother in gi birth to
her child; the less of the mother always
most keenly felt. med at
making it less dangerous, less risky for the:
moth: cspecially the mothers in the bush.
Provision is made for the treatment. care,
and nursing of mothers and infants in the
remote places. When the heon. member for
Albert was speaking on the introduction of
this measure he said that it would encourage
settlement in the remote places.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It will
certainly make it more attractive for people
to settle in remote places. My sympathy,
and the sympathy of this Government, 13
alwars manifested along the lines of escourag-
ing the people who pionesr—the pzeple who-
go outhsck and blaze the trac r}? %.he
expense of wearying the House T would like
to quote some verses by George Eeox h}'ans,
in his beautiful poem, * The Womea ol the
West”—

“ They left the vine-wreathed cottage and
th> mansion on the hill,
The houses in the busy sty ets where life
is never still, ]
The pleasures of the city, and the friends
thev cherished best:
For love they faced the wilderness—
women of the West.

1
a

This Bill iz =a

k]
1
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In the slab-built, zinc-covered homestead
of :ome lately taken run, '
In the tent beside the ’bankment of a
railway just begun,
In the huts of new selections, in the camps
of man’s unrest;
On the frontiers of the Nation—live the
women of the West.”
Then he goes on—
“ And there arc hours men cannot soothe,
and words men cannot say,
nearcst woman’s face may be a
hundred miles away.”

The

“ While men have hearts to do and dare,
And yet o’er all the rest
The hearts that make the Nation are
The Wom n of the West,”

Mz, MORGA}:: I quite agree with that,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
it is a fine sentiment, expressed in beautiful
language. Hon. membels by following the
Bill very closely, will observe thay it males
provision for the constitution of districts. We
may establish in one district more than onc
maternity home. Clause 5 of the Bill author-
ises the Governor in Counwl to establish
within a district maternity hospitals for the
reception, care, and treatment of midwifery
cases; hospitals for the treatment of disesses
peculiar to women; ante-natal and baby
clinics; training schools for nurses in mid-
wifery, in diseases peculiar to women, and
in matters ante-natal and post-natal relatmxr
to motherhood and infant life; and to equip,
manage, maintain, amd control the same.
There are four ba,by clinics established in
Brisbane which combine the funetions of ante-
natal and baby clinics—though the latter
function, so far, is the greater part of their
particular work. Thes» are State institutions.
It is the intention of the Government to
extend baby clinics to other towns. Of course,
it is_impracticable and not cconomical to
establish a baby clinic in every small town
in the State. We have to begin somewh re,
This Gov-.rnment began in Brisbane. We
have four clinics in Brisbane, and we intend
to establish clinies in other towns where
thev are necessary. A new clinic, -costing
about £2,500, will be eatablished in Fortitude
Valley. It became neccsrary ‘o build that
clinic because of the fact that we wers
ovicted from or had to leave the premises we
were occupying. The building will be erected
as a baby clinic, and will carry out the func-
tions relating to ante-natal matters to which
I have alrcady referred. The average
number per 1,000 of the children under one
year who die in the Commonwealth is about
seventz-seven in the metropolitan areas and
about - sixtv-three in other areas. The
“ Daily Mail” of the 18th instant had some
figures relating to the matter, which figures
I have verified. For last year the number
of deaths under one year per 1,000 births
registered for the various States were—

Western Australia ... 78.26
Tasmania 78.02
Victorld 72.55
South Australia 65.43
New South Wales ... 62.56
Qucensland ... 54.16
It is gratifyving to know. and it is a high
compliment to our health authorities who

control the baby clinics to find that the death
rate is less than in any other State in the
Commonwealth, In New Zecaland I believe

126 SEPTEMBER.
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they have no Btate institutions, but the work
is carried on by private msmtuhmh and,
probably owing to the suitable climatic con-
ditions in tho Dominion, the death rate is
even lower than in Queensland. As the
scheme develops and tramned nurses are avail-
able, the Home Secretary countemplates inti-
mately co-ordinating the {unctions of ante-
natal «nd baby clinic matters with maternity
hospitals. We will not b2 able to attend to
all the hospitals at once, but we have a sum
of £200,000 available for the establishment of
matelmtx hospitals throughout this State,
and, in my7 opinion, first consldemtlon should
be given to the women of the bush and those
living in remote places.

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SKCRETARY FOR MINES: The
Government will appropriate a sum neceszary
to carry on this good work. There are 104
hospitals in this State, and we propose—
although the work cannot be undertaken at
once—to ¢stablish at least sixty to sixty-five
maternity ho~r>ituls in  Queensland.  We
already have plans made, and estimates of the
cost arrived at, in connection w th these
hospitals., That has not been done for pur-
puses of argument in this Chamber, but for
mmmediate action so that we can carry vut
this policy. I regret very much that, owing
to a throat trouble, my voice is not strong
enough this morning to enable me to explain
all the details as clearly as I otherwise would.
Although not expressed in so many words, I
am of the opinton that this Bill is full "of
sympathy for the mothers of the nation to
be and for the children of the coming gencra-
tion. It is hoped that the Hlome Secretary
will long be spared to realise the vast amount
of good to humanity which will be accom-
plished by the Bill and which has been
initiated by him and on whose behalf T have
very much pleasure in moving—

‘“That the Bill be now read a sccond
time.”

HoNourasLE MEmBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MOORE (4dubigny) :
this side welcome the Bill, particularly the
Country members, who have for a long time
past urged the neceqyt} for making “better
provision for maternity cases in the bush.
The Minister expressed the greatest sympathy
with the people in the outback portions of
the State. After all, the nccessity for this
Bill has heen brought more into prominence
because of the conditions placed upon the
settlers in the bush during the last few years.

Mr. CorLrLins: You are going to spoil your
speech now. You are small-minded.

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of
smallness of mind. If you Imposo exceisive
rates and heavy taxation, it takes away from
the people in those places the opportunities of
getting comforts for their womenfolk by
sendmgz them into the centres of civilisation
to enable them to get all the comforts they
arc cntitled to.

Mr. W. CoorEr: Did they do it before?
Mr. MOORE:

Hon. members on

In many cases they did.
There were some unfortunate cases where
they were not able to. I welcome the Bill,
because I think there is abﬂolu’re necessity for
a bush-nursing scheme throughout Queens-

land. The Health Acts Amendment Bill con-
tains some very stringent provisions with
regard to maternity homes and lying-in

hospitals in the country. If those plowsmns
are carried out in accordance with the strict

Mr. Moore.]
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wording of the Act, they are going to impose
a tremendous hardship on the people. We
know perfectly well that women are placed in
very unfortunate positions because it is diffi-
cult to cstimate with mathematical precisinn
the exact time of birth; and women have not
sufficient time to get to centres of civilisation
or the lying-in hospitals provided in country
towns, and ther have to take the next best
thing. That is, they have to seck the assist-
ance of people who, though not properly
qualified, are able to alleviate suffering to a
tremendous degree. We know that in admin-
istering the Health Act obstacles have been
placed in the way of people keeping this class
of home in various parts of the country.
Unless the Government are in & position to
find adequate nursing or hospital accommo-
dation, it is a mistake that they should
take away something—it is not a_ class of
hospital that we altogether like—that is_of
assistance to women in extrome cases. We
know perfectly well that the distances to be
travelled in the country are very great, and
that women, especially the women with young
children, vory often are unable to go away
two or three weeks beforehand, as they should
do. I certainly think a bush-nursing scheme
is desirable to meet cases of that sort. T hope
that the Government will subsidise —the
hospitals already existing, including private
hospitals and lying-in  hospitals, before
going to the expense of building new hospitals
fo bring about a better state of efficiency.

One thing that particularly struck me in
connection with the town-planning exhibition
that was held in Brisbanc two or three years
ago was the baby clinics exhibit in charge of
a nurse, and the great interest taken in it
by the large number of pcople who attended
the exhibition. It was an cye-opener to see
the simple, inexpensive convenicnces that
were made out of everyday articles that
peopls have in their own homes, such as
kerosene cascs and kerosene tins. Posters
were put up informing people of ths danger
connected with flies and the poliution of
milk, and the whole exhibit was most intercst-
ing and most instructive, and a tremendous
amount of interest was taken in it. It has
often struck me since what a good thing it
would be if a similar exhibit were sent round
the country distriets and cxhibited at agri-
cultural shows so that the pcople attending
those gatherings would have the same oppor-
tunity of seeing it as the people who attended
the town-planning exhibition in Brisbane.
There is a large number of people who do
not understand the rvisk in connection with
the rearing of babies. After all, the rearing
of a first baby is really in the nature of an
experiment, and it is a wonder how the
unfortunate child ever grows to maturity at
all; and if instruction could be givenr by
means of an exhibit in different portions of
the State, it would make for the health of
these children.

The SecrETARY FOR MINgs: The want of
knowledge is the greatest danger of all.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman seemed
to take the view that the low death rate
psmong children in Queensland was partly
due to the establishment of baby clinics. DM+
idea is that the low death rate is duc to the
fact that we are in a more fortunate position
than those in the Southern States, as we
have not the same large numbcer of peonls
congregated in one city, like they have ir
Sydney and Melbourne. We know fror
statistics in connection with slums that 1t
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death rate is much greater in ccugested
centres of population. It is not a question
so much of saving the life of the child as
the giving of every assistance to the mothers
in the country. The death rate in the coun-
try is not nearly so high as it is in the citics:
but we should do everything possible to save
the needless suffering that a large number
of women have to go through because of the
want of accommodation and suitable attend-
ance when the time comes for the child go be
born. If anything can be done—and T think
it can be done under this scheme-—to estoh-
lish bush nursing, a great deal of good will
eventuate, In cases where such a scheme
cannot be established, assistance should be
given to homes kept by women who have had
considerable experience in this class of work.
and in such cases stringent conditions under
the Health Act should be relaxed. In my
own electorate I know of hospitals that were
of great benefit—I do not say that they were
run by certificated nurses or that there was
a medical man within a reasonable distance—
that have had to close owing to the regula-
tions under the Health Act. I quite admit
that in the towns and in large certres of
population it is well to administer the regu-
lations a% stringently as possible; but in
some of the remote districts it is impossible
to get registered nurses unless they are going
to be subsidised, as there would not be suffi-
cient work to keep them occupied, and the
women already there who are carrying on
these hospitals should be allowed to alleviate
suffering to the best of their ability. These
houses may not be all that is desired, but,
to a certain extent, they have given a feeling
of confidence o the people in remote place:

In some of these places it i» not possible io
secure a medical man or a registered nursa
in time, and we should give the women i
have referred to an opportunity to do the
best they can. The Bill will go a long way
towards inducing people to settle in the
country districts. One of the great objections
in the past to people settling in remote
places has been the fact that there was no
competet nurse available in the district.
We all know that this scheme will require
a large staff, and that a large amount of
travelling will have to be done to enable
the murses to get to the remote centres:
and 1T am afraid there will be considerable
difficulty before the scheme is put on an
efficient basis. The bush nursing scheme at
Stanthorpe has been remarkably successful
and has been of the greatest comfort to the
settlers in that district. I am perfectly sure
that hon. members on this side of the House
will assist the Minister in every possible
way to pass this Bill, and will assist in every
way they can to make it as effective and as
complete as possible.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1 am very
pleased to be associated with a Government
who have introduced such a Bill as this,
and T was very pleased to hear that the
deputv leader of the Opposition will assist
the Government in establishing this nursing
scheme.

MMr. MoRrGan:
ceming.

Mr. GLEDSON : We have to make a start
sotne time,

Mr. Moraan: You arc adopting our policy.

Mr. GLEDSON : T am not concerned as to
whose policy I am adopting so long as it is
going to do something for the good of the

It has been a long time
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people of Queensland. If it is going to do
good, we should be prepared to do all we can
to put it into operation. Yesterdaw I heard
a commercial traveller from Bendigo, Vie-
toria, speaking in connection with children,
and he said, I have travelled from one snd
of Queensland to the other, and I am sur-
prised at the want of knowledge on the part
of the people in Victoria in regard to Qucens-
land. Down there all vcu can hear 1s that
they are a lot of Bolsheviks in Quecnsland.”
He did not know that I was a member of
Parliament.  He further =aid,  You have
a motherhood in Queensland of whom anx
countrv ought to be proud.” He said that
there is a wrong impressicn on the part of
the people in the Southern States. The
mothers of Queensland were mothers that any
country could be proud of. We ought to be
prepared to do all we can as a
{12 noon] Parliament to bring this Bill into
operation. I do not intend to
take up much time in «ealing with the
matter. Most of us are agreed that this is
a good Bill, which deserves the support of
everyone who has the welfare of the mothers
of Quecnsland at heart. As both the Minis-
ter and the deputy leader of the Oppecsition
have stated, it 1s not orly the event of
maternity. but the days and weeks before-
hand that we have to consider; and, if a
home can be provided and a woman knows
that she will have proper care and attention,
it will remove a lot of worry and trouble from
her mind, and give her a better chance than
she would otherwise have, I want to point
out what has been done in other countries
of the world in this regard, to show that other
countries have started to establish these hos-
pitals. The ¢ Australian Worker” of Wed-
nesday, 13th September, contained this report
regarding what is being done by the Russian
Soviet Government—

“The amount of supplies given to
mothers during the period before and
after confinement is to be on the sare
basis as that given to those who are
temporarily incapacitated from working—
i.e., equal to average normal earnings.
During the further period of nursing, the
assistance given is to be eqgual to one-
fourth of the foregoing.

“These principles have been main-
tained throughout, and in addition to
these statutory grants, grants of babs
linen. and other necessaries have been
given to necessitous mothers. Br a
decrce of 5th December, 1921, a grant,
equal to one month’s wages, is given to
insured workers and wives of insured
workers ‘for the needs of newly-born
children’—i.e.. to cover the costs of baby-
linen, ete. When the Maternity Welfare
Department was formed in May, 1918,
there were thirty-four local institutions
for maternity and infants, chiefly in
Petrograd and Moscow. At the end of
1921 there were 2,383 such institutions,
comprising—

Maternity homes .. 167
Hores for infants under

twelve months . ... 256
Homes for infants under

three yvears ... ... 214
Créches ... . 1,402
Clinics . 216
Millk supply centres 118
Dairy farms and model

centres 10
1922—5 x
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“ The number of mothers in the homes

was 5,179; of children, 183,560, aps=¥t
from over 6,100 regularly attending the
clinies and centres,
“The work of these institutions is on
the same lines as in other countries.
although naturally the equipment iz poor
and therc have been constant complaints
of the shortage of supplies and. more
especially, of the inadequate number of
trained nurses and dectors available.

“As in every other sphere, the economie
situation during the last four years has
greatly hindered the development of wel-
fare work; but, in spite of all short-
comings, the fact remains that a network
of institutions has been set up throughout
the country, and that they are graduaily
being equipped and made more efficient.

“ The lack of experienced staffs is being
made good by systematic training courses,
lastine from nine to twelve months, in
the large centres; in Moscow alone over
1,000 nurses have completed their train-
ing. The students for thesc courses ere
selected on the recommendation of the
women’s sections in particular works, and
when trained return to their own area.
Courses are new In pregress it twenty-
nine provincial centrew.  In Moscow a
course for training doctor specialiste on
children’s ailments was also established
in. 1921 and eighty-ona doctors have
already completed the course and taken
up posts in central and provincial inst:i-
tutions.”

This is taken
and Review.”

from ¢ Russian Information
It shows what i= being done
in other countries in connecction with this
matter; but to establish maternity homes
only and stop at that will rot be carrying
the work as far as it should go. Unless we
continue the training of nurses and doctors,
we shall not have done the work we ought to
have done. As the deputs leader of the
Opposition. said, it will be impossible to
establish maternity homes in places that will
touch all the outside centres; but it will be
possible to train nurses, similar to the
system of itinerant school teachers, who will
be able to go about from cen*re to centre
making a hospital their base. They will be
able to go from home to home and give a
course of instruction to prospective mothers
to help them before the birth and also at the
time and after the birth. I understand that
it 1s proposed to do that under the Bill, and
it will be a blessing to the motherhood of
our country. I think that all hon. members
will be glad they were in the House when
this measure was passed.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): When the Minis-
ter gave notice last week of his intenticn to
introduce this Bill several hon. members on
this side. including myself, congratulated the
hon. gentleman. We have the Bill before us
row, and it commends itself to the favour-
able consideration of members on both sides
of the House. In regard to the establish-
ment of maternity hospitals and the training
of nurses In the far outback parts of the
State, the Bill has not been introduced a
day too soon. When the Minijster gave notice
of his intention to introduce the Bill mention
was made of what the State owes to the
women outback. We in the morce populous
centres of the State are certainly indebted
to the courage, endurance, and patience of
the women who accompany their husbands

Mr. Taylor.]
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into the remote parts of Queensland and
assist in the development of the State. The
loneliness of the life and the fact that they
are o remote from nurses and hospitals—
more than 100 miles in many cascs—1s suffi-
cient indication of the necessity fer the
establishment of maternity homes in those
arcas. We on this side of the Chamber wel-
come the Bill. We welcome any humanitarian
Jegislation.
OrposiTioNx MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. TAYLOR: We on this side stand for
humanitarian principles just as much as any
other section of tho ITouse, and we have
shown our sympathy and support of such
legizlation on every possible occasion.

But there is a very great difference
between what I call humanitarian legislation
and subsidies for idleness; that is where we
differ in this Chamber. In regard to any
legislation which will assist the mothers of
our State during a very tryving period of
their lives, we are out to give assistance
wherever possible. 1 asked the Minister
when he was introducing the Bill whether it
contained a provision to enable those who
were unable to pay the necessary feos to
enter one of these 1nstitutions, and he said
that it did. I see that such a provision is
included in the Bill. Those who can pay
will be expected to do o, but there will
be no bar to anyone entering theze maternits
homes. Free nursing and attention will be
given where required. The Minister also
told us that the Government have plans and
estimates  prepared for about sixty-five
maternity homes throughout the State. It
is gratifying to know that. I should like
some information as to what the cost of
cach institution will be. Seeing that the
Mlinister intends to allocate £200,000 to this
particular work, there should be nothing to
prevent the Act becoming operative immedi-
ately it is passed.

The SecreTARY FOR Mines: I will give you
the information you ask for when we are in
Commiittec.

Mr. TAYLOR: There should be no delay
at all in carrying out the purposes of this
measure and establishing the institutions as
soon as possible.  The Minister gave an
assurance that a commencement would be
made in the remote portions of the State.
particularly those places where they have
not got the nccessary accommodation for
our noble and splendid women, I call them
noble and splendid women hecauze they go
cut there and live under housing conditious
which we would not tolerate in the citw. In
the city we want a bath every morning, and
we are not satisfied unless we can have a nice
enamel bath. with a big shower, and all the
other comforts which the city provides. They
do not get anything like those comforts in
the remote portions of the State, and it is
hard. especially on the women who are
denied these things once they leave the city.
We know many men and women who have
gone out into the bush who have lived under
poor housing conditions. and it is cur duty
to help them all we can. Wo on this side
welcome the Bill, and hopc it will become
operative as soon as possible.  We hops
that the administration will be placed in
most capable hands, so that there will he
no waste of monev. The £200.000 which
the Minister mentioned will be required to
cover the cost of this scheme will be drawn
on for many years. I am sure the Bill

[Mr. Taylor.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Magsrnity Bill.

will have a speedy passage through the
House, and will be supported by every hon.
member.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Ilcar, hear!

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): I desire to
congratulate . the Minister for introducing
this Bill, and particularly to cougratulate
the present Home Secretary for initiating
this class of legislation. I regret very much
that the deputy leader of the Opposition, the
hon. member for Aublgny, stated that it was
due to the measures introduced by the Go-
vernment that the womenfolk in the country
districts are compelled to put up with hard-
ships. It is not due to the legislation of this
Government at all, because we know that
in the past the women who have gone into
the Western districts and country districts
have always had to put up with hardships.
They have suffered many discomforts cver
since Queensland has had responsible govern-
ment, and it is not due to this Government’s
legislation at all. We Lkrow frem bitter
experience that no Government prior to the
present Covernment ever attempted to intro-
duce legislation of this kind. It ill-becoines
members of the Opposition to charge the Go-
vernment with neglect in this matter, seeing
that they themselves never attempted to place
a similar measure on the statute-book. 1
consider this is one of the most humanitarian
measures ever introduced in the State or
Federal sphere. We know that the women-
folk in the outback nlaces of Queensland
have suffered through the inadequate accom-
modation provided for them. Prospective
mothers have a right to expeet the best
attention that can be given to them; but we
know that they do not always receive the
best of attention at the riost critical part
of their lives, Nothing causes a woman more
suffering than the inattention she reccives
at that period of her life. It is our duty to
make the conditions such that a woman will
know that she will have every comfort in the
hospital, and also that she will go back
better fitted, from a health point of view, to
corry out her domestic duties. and again to
become a mother when the time arrives.

There is a hospital in the town of Marburg
where I live. Out of the 830 children who
first maw the light of day in that hospital
during the last nine years only three have
died. There were only two deaths amongst
the mothers, and those deaths occurred, not
through any neglect at that particular time,
but because the mothers were suffering from
Bright's discase. In mg opinion we should
establish maternity homes in various places
outside the city arveas altogether, where the
mothers mayv have ideal surroundings, and
where they will get every care and attention.
The doctor who is at Marburg 1s @
most humane man and often refused to make
a charge if he thought thr mother and her
hushand were not in a position to pay. He
would ask them to give him one penny,
and then he would give them a clear receipt
for the amount he usually charged for such
accommodation. If a private medicrl practi-
tioner c¢an be so humane, the Government
should also follow the same practice. Where
prospective mothers and their husbapds are
unable to par for their trestment in suclr
maternity homes, they should not be asked
to pav. The Government should make up
for that by subsidising the institution. In
other cases the medical men in . attendance
should also fix a fee for attendance on the




M aternsty Bill.

mothers at a nominal cest. I would compel
every medieal practitioner to attend a pro-
spective mother when celled upon to do so.
That may appear to a drastic acticn,
but it is necessary to take drastic action at
such time because our npative-horn Queoens.
fanders are the best asset: wo can got; and,
1f we cun increass the population of Queens-
land by providing careful m al attention,
the results will be amply n ed. 1 hope
the Minister who has the administration of
the Act when it is passed will be svmpathetic
to the people in the country who are unuble
to help themselves. T am sure the Act will
be administered from a humanitarian noint
of vicw. .

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): 1 cor
the Minister for introducing this Bili
is a principle which has boen advo
the members of the Couutry par:.

time. The Minister should as
the measure a  telephone wwatem 0 that

women in country distvicts can get into com-
munication with the doctor by telephene.

The SECRRTARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: You did
not c¢ousider the qusstion of aeroplanes, did
vou?

My, CORSER: I did not know
Bili was in the air. I howe thar
mor~ in the Bill than that. I hope that the
Home Secretars will soon rostored to his
usual health and that he will reap the grati-
tude of many women in our country distriets
for this measurc. The Alinister in charge of
the 131l has quoted some very appropriat:
lines from Essex Evans, one of our Queens-
land peets, on the hardships of our people in
country districis and the great pars they
play in the development of Australiz  Mem-
lsr« on this side have on m: Lecasions
referred to the great disadvantages of the
bush and the work that women have to
perform in assisting to make the family
income.  Such women to a large extent dis-
able themselv:s by the conditions under which
ther ave compelled to live berause of the poor
vewnunceration of their husbands’ labour., T
think everyouse will agree that we cannot give
too much assistance: to siich vomen. The
feck of assistance for the country woman
often mitigates against her health and com-
fort, aud the health and comfort of the
child.

The Government not long ago instituted a
system of baby clinies of which we have four
or five in the cities, and the Minister stated
to-day that a sum of £2500 is being appro-
priated for the ercction of a suitable building
for the elinic in Fortitude Valley. That is
all a matrer for congratulation, but wo must
remind the Minister that we wre providing
these bhaby clines in the cities where not only
nurens but also doctors are available, whereas,
up to the present time, w have neglected
te afford such facilitivs in plaees where
neither nurses nor doctors are svailahle. We
hope undcr this Bill to scecur> not only
maternity hospitals but also a certain amount
of assistance by providing nurses. We have
in Queensland some of the finest nurses it is
positble to get——women who have given up
their liv s to their work, and who are per-
fectly qualified and capable of managing any
institulion and who have continued that work
very often for very small remuneration.

that the
there 1s

No doubt the Minister has at the back of
his mind some alteration in the provision
for the baby bonus. Whether h» has wade
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any arrangement with the Commonwealth
Government to work the two Acts in con-
junction or not, I do not know; but probably
there is some such idea at the back of his
mind.

The SecreETaRY FOR MiNes: Do you think
they are going to repeal the baby bonus

Mr. CORSER: I do not say so: I am not
a member of the Government. What was
at the back of my mind was that perhaps.
the Minister had made some representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government
in that respeet. I am sure he is not intro-
ducing the Bill without having some idea at
the back of his mind with reference to the:
baby lonus of £5 for cach child.

In this Bill we find provision for mater-
nity hospitals and the treatmsnt of discases.
peculiar to women, and also for the education.
of nurses. My idea is that in a Bill like this.
we might provide for some system of cduca-
tion of young women who may not yet be-
mothers or even married women. There are
t0o many of our women who are learning:
everything clse except that which is useful
from a domestic and health point of view.
You sce George street streaming with young-
women going to and from the Technical Col-
lege, and cvery day and every night our:
streets arc full of girls who attend the various .
institutions in the city; and only a few of
those young women who wiil be the miothers
of the fuiure think of the serious side of
life and what information ther may gather
that will be of assistance to them afterwards.

The SEBCRETARY FOR Mixms: I think ignor-
ance is a very dangerous thing, They should
be taught from carly childhood.

Mr. CORSER: Yes. No doubt =very mem--
ber of Parliament has come into contact
with very trying circumstances of young:
mothers, and I think a great amount of.
trouble could be avoided if young women
were trained when they are capable of learn- -
ing anything at all i tho proper way of
niceting the troubles which are likely to assail
them before they become mothers. Some -
mothers do afford such education to their -
own daughiers, but many do not care about
it at all.

There is an impression in some parts of the -
world that every child should belong to
the Statec. We know that in Russia, in some
districts, every child beeomes the property
of the State. They are collected and belong
to the Stute absolutely, without regard for
their mothers. We do not want anything
of that kind to obtain here. The love of
a mother for her child must be muintained,
and we must not allow anything to creep
into this Bill cr into its administration which
will make any mother think that we are
doing anything more than our duty to her,
leaving her the full custody of her children
and wiping out the idea that any such Russian
doctrine is going to be tolerated here for one
moraent.

On this subject it is important to remember
that we are in an unfortunate position. We
have a voung man earning £4 5s. a week
and a young woman carning £3 10s. 2 week
as a typist. They earn more as sirgle
individuals and have more money to spend
than if they were marvied. If they mar
the voung man’s £4 5s. will have to provide
for the joint home and for the young woman. .
That involves a great sacrifice on her part; .

My. Corser.]
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with the result that many young women
have to think very hard before they under-
take marital obligations.

Mr. Krrwax: It is a bit harder to work
over a tub than over a typewriter. (Laugh-
ter.)

Mr. CORSER: Tt is, and the thought of
having to rear children on a limited income
is likely to keep too many of our young
women from undertaking married life. The
husband cannot give her £3 a week to
live on and keep the home in addition.
Some day we must tackle that problem in
our cndeavour to build up a healthy and
prosperous community and to bring up our
children in the way they should go.

I am very_pleased to see the provisions of
the Bill. I understand that £150,000 is
available from ¢ Golden Casket > moneys for
this scheme. The mouey will be spent in a

very good direction. 1 hope it
{12.30 p.m.]will bring benefit to our women
in country districts, who are far
away from any comforts, who have injured
their lives and plohablv the lives of their
children because-of the ‘hardships they have
encountered in helping their husbands to
make a living and keep from their properties
pear and all sorts of pests—work which we
ought to make possible of accomplishment
W 1thout calling upon the women and children
4o do it.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brishane): It is indeed
pleasing to know that hon. members gener-
ally have given the Bill their benediction.
No matter what our political views may be.
one and all are sincerely desirous of seeing
this measure realise the anticipations of the
hon. gentleman whose name has been asso-
ciated with its initiation. It is only fair to
admit that this scheme has been suggested
previously in this Chamber and advocated
by more than one or two hon. members.
Although T do not generally agree with the
hon. member for \‘unlla on thls occasion
I am ple])a)ed to say that his voice has been
raised in_this Chamber on more than one
occasion in regard to the nccessity of deal-
ing with this very important matter. We do
not realise the tremendous wastage that
occurs in the infant life of this State, of the
Commonwealth, or even of the United King-
dom. T went to the trouble of looking up
some figures in connection with this impor-
tant matter of maternity and infant life. To
me they were startling. For instance,
Professor 1. A, Welsh, in delivering a
lecture at a conference in Sydney, in 1817,
was reported iIn the ‘Svdnev V,[olmnﬂ
Herald” of 14th June, 1817, as having made
this statement—

“You have doubtless read of an ancient

custom In China of throwing the un-
wanted girl babiles out to die. Ilow
dreadful | you say. What will you say
of another country which badly needs
all its babies, and yet exposes many
thousands, boys and girls, indiscrimi-
nately, every year to certain death?

Perhaps you think of the masses of China
as steeped in barbarism. I ask you to
spare a thought for another people
steeped in worse than barbarism—steeped
in ignorance and indifference.”’

One of the main econsiderations responsible
for bringing this measurc before us has been
the necessity of not only giving some guaran-
tee that the mother shall have every comf(nt
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to enable her to bring about a
but that the child, after it is born, shall have
gome guaranter that, during that most
important and eritical period of its life—
the first twelve months—it shall have a better
chance of living. Speaking on the question
of the terrible mortality in infant life, Pro-
fessor D. A, Welsh, aquoting Sir Charles
MacKellar, a well-known medical man, said—
“ Throughout the two and a-half years
of war, to the end of 1915, Australia has
been losing her best men at the rate of
twenty lives each day. During the same
period she has been losing her infants,
under one year, at the rate of twenty-five
a day. Indeed, for the Jast twelve years,
every hour has struck the death-knell of
an infant. If we extend the figures to
include children under five years of age,
we find we are losing these llftle lives

at the rate of thirty- five a day.”

safe delivory,

Summarised, that means that during the first
two and a-half years of the war, there were
17,672 Australians killed, and during the
same period there died at home under the
age of five years—and no notice was taken of
i han 32,000 children. Hon. mem-
bers will see, therefore, the necessity for
dealing with this particular matter raised
by the hoen. member for Burnett, when he
pointed out that not only was it advisable
to  establish maternity hospitals but that
advantage should be taken of the period the
mother spends in those hospitals to give her
much needed inStluCtiOl’l on not only the care
but the rearing of her infant child. In that
cirection, the cstablishment of these hospitals
will, no doubt, prove invaluable.

To get a further idea of the importance of
this question, we have only to look at the

figures for the United Kingdom. In the
“Daily Mail” of 26th August, 1917, there

appeazod an article dealmg with the ques-
tion, in which it was pointed out that, during
@ period when Great Britain lost 75,000 men,
or 24 per cent. of her army, about 100,000
childven died before they rcached the age
of twelve months.

I quote those figures to point out the
necessity of taking advanf(we of the estab-
lishment of these matelm{y hospitals, not
only to guarantee to the mother full care,
proper attention, and safe delivery, but at
the same time to impress on mothers some
of the necessary and rudimentary ideas in
looking after and caring for their children.
I trust that the Bill, when it is pazsed into
law, will realise the anticipations of the
gulﬂom‘m whose name is assoclated with its
introduction to this Chamber. I know of
no object to which the money of the State
could be devoted with better results than
in the establishment of these maternity hos-
pitals. I am surc it must he pleasing, to the
Acting Tlome Secretary to he able to convey
to the Home Secretary knowledge of the
unanimity with which the Bill was received.
the praise hestowed upon it at its second
1oadmg and the general good wishes that
have been expressed by all scctions of the
House that the anticipations will be fully
realiscd, and that a long-felt want—particu-
larly in the western and far northern por-
tions of the State—will be met, that satis-
faction genorally will be given, and that the
State “111 have made a distinet move for-
ward in the direction of tackling this very
important problem—a move which will result
in saving, not only the lives of mothers, but
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a large percentage of the infant life that now

is Ioat not only to the family circle, but
to the State.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Pulimby) : I would
like, first of all, to express my regret that

the Minister who introduced the Bill to- day
1s suffering from a bad cold. One knows
how difticult it is to speak under conditions
like that and do justice to one's self. It does
not matter what our political views may be;
in matters of this kind there always is a
strong under-current of sympathy towards

anyone who finds himself phisically unable
to tackle a job satisfactorily. .

I think the IMinister scarcely did himself
justice in some eof the criticisms which he
made in conncction with certain matters. in
addressing onc’s sclf to the Bill, one is com-
pelled, very largely, te go over, the same
ground as other speakers, because, to a vers
great extent, the scope of dlscussxon is hmlted
There are two or three points, however,
which will bear stressing. It does not matter
who the man is or what he may have been
in his carly day+<—vwhether he was in affiuent
or d]fhcult circumsta:ces—there is not a man
who is worthy the name of man who does
not feel that he owes a good deal to the
mother who gave him birth. I would not
give very much for the man who did not feel
that the kindliesy thoughts centred round the
home of his early upbringing. { say that
with all my heart. I believe that the atti-
tude which has been adopted br the Govern-
ment in connection with this Bill was la :
the outcome of women themselves realis
thu necessity for something like thi, bemg
done. They have taken the initiative, and
rightly so. T think it is only right that mem-
bers of Parliament should have their atten-
tion drawn to matter: belonging peculiarly to
women. There are many thmga that appeal
to women as women more than they appeal
to men as men. The women have taken the
initiative and urged on the Government to
do certain thmgb—l am referring more par-
ticuiarly to baby clinics. No doubt the samo
1nﬁuenms have” operated in regard to this
Bill. It is satisfactory to those who have
occupied positions in the Government of the
State in days gone by, and who know a greut
deal of What is happening in the country, to
see sm h action bemng taken. Some of us
scarcely know what the development of the
State owes to the self-sacrificing women of
the State. I have moved about the Skute
with members of this House, and I have
been struck with what women will endurs in
order to assist their husbands in the upbring
ing of their family and in the devclopment
of their own homes. Wo should do every-
thing we possibly can to t women, not
only in this directicn, but we should in evers
way assist those who are in the country
ondoa\'om“l'f to# build up Australia and
endesvouring to buaild up Qd(,&‘naldl”l’l Per-
haps there is no State thet requires the help
of the women more than the State of Queens-
land. We have such a tremendous tercitory,
and vwe have o many places widely saparated,
and thet #dds fo the lonelizess 5f a woman
who is helping her huskand te develop the
country.  In making provision for a period
about which we #!l know-—there iz no need
to be a woman to know it—wo have only to
look back tc our pa+t days to know how
anxious we men have been at such a period
and vealising that, wo arc all glad to do all
that is humanly posszible to assist those who
are undergoing intense physical suffering, T
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talke it to that extent every person will feel
glad that this action is being taken, and L
am surc there will not be a discordant note
in this House in that regard. If it is going
to cost money, then we shall have to foot the
bill. I would like to ask whether, in connec-
tion with the service to be rendered to
mothers under the Bill, there will be any
payments by the mothers from the baby
bonus which they now receive, although I do
not expect & 1eply to that quostlon until we
get into Committee. Some remarks were
made by the Minister and by the hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich that were not complimentary
tc members on this side. In introducing the
Bill, the Minister spoke as though hon. mem-
bers on this side had no sympathy whatever
for the pocr and needr. He quoted some-
thing tha& appeared in the  Courier’ about
the “hildren of the poor being deformed,
vicious, and weak minded. I am not going’
to pload for. the ¢ Courier "—it is able to
look after itself. It has been claimed that
hon. members opposite are at all times out
to help the poor and the needy. I am not
saying that they are not; but every man on
this side is out just as much to help the poor
and the ncedy a. the MMinister or the hon.
member for Ipswich.

Mr. HartLey: The hon. member is out to
help the poor to get poorer.

ITox. W. M. BARNES: That is an inter-
jection which is worthy of the hon. member.

The SPEAKER: Ovder!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: My cxperience of
this life has been, broadly specaking, that

most inspirations which go in the direction
of helping the poor spring from another
fountain, and that fountain is veligion. Any
man who has been influenced that way must
feel that he has a duty to the poor. When
this talk by hon. members opposite is trotted
out presumably for clectioneering purposes,
it to some extent damns the Bill

The SECRETARY FOR Mines: I do not think

that I said the hon. gentleman had no
sympathy for the poor.
Hon. W. H. BARNES: I readily accent

any statement that the Minister may make;
but it scemed to me thag the Minister was
plaving on that string—that hon. members on
this side did not care what happens to the
poor. The hon. member for Ipswich quoted
from an Australiar paper linking us up with
the Bolsheviks, We in Australia do not want
Bolsheviks to show us the way. We are
quite able to look after ourselves. The great
principles of Christianity are such that we do
not want Bolshevism.

Mr. Grepsox : Our humanity has not gone
as far as they have yet.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I hope the Bill
will have a very speedy passage through
this Chamber, and that every hon. member
will do what he can tc assist the motherhood
of the community.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yanango): One cannot
help being struck this morning with the very
fine attitude adopted by hon. members on
both sides in connection with this matter.
I desire to congratulate the Minister who has
introduced the Bill, and 1 also desire to
congratulate the Home Sceretary, who I
understand has been largely responsible for

having this measure brought before the
House, In discussing this serious question,

wo must naturally take ocur minds back to

Mr. BEdwards.}
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the suffering by pioneering mothers of Aus-
tralia before we were born, and before any
legislation like this was brought forward in
their intercsts. I am surc that many caces
-of suffering by mothers have been brought
under the notice of the Minister,

I feel sure also that the hon. gentleman,
if he has the administration of the Aet, will
see that the country people get all the assist-
ance that ther deserve in this connection.
One can reabise the terrible anxiety that
mothers, particularly young mothers, go
through in the bush, and we should do every-
thing possible to relieve that anwietr. We
must rcemember, too, that at the proeent
time, in connection with our soldier s
ments, we have a number of young mothers
settling in the bush, and a scheme such as
is proposed i this Bill should commend itself
to every legislator in this State, One can
remember hundreds of deplorable incidents
happening in the bush. T have kuown of
cases where voung mothers have given birth
to a child while on their way to » nursing
home. The Minister and members on the
Government side must realise that scttlement
in the country is inereasing by leaps and
bounds. and a number of rew centre: are
being formed: and I hope that in a scheme
such as is proposed everv consideration will
be given to country districts. This is a
matter that should go hand in hand with
education, so that everything possible will be
done to sec that children become healthy and
strong in the interests of Australia. After
all, the Australian baby is the asset

g

that we can have, and I hope this Bill,
when it is passed, will reccive the same
sympathetic  administration  that it has

received in this House. I hope the Home
‘Becretary will give the people in the countrs
all the assistance that is necessary; and
if the scheme does cost a great deal of
money, it will be moner well spent. A
scheme such as this will have a tendency to
mspire a feeling of confidence in the minds
of those intending to scttle in the country,
and mothers will he assured that ther will
have proper attention during the most eriti-
cal period of their lives. The question of
eliminating the difficulties under which the
women in the country arc suffering cannot
be brought too prominently before the woren
in the cities, and it should be made known
to them that there is safety in this regard,
5o that they will be induced to settle in our
‘backblorks. I heartily congratulate the
Minister cn bringing in this Bill, and hope
it will be administered in the same
enthusiastic spirit in which it has been dis-
cussed here this morning.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burks): 1 desire to con-
gratulate the Government on introducing
a measure of this kind, as the Bill is abso-
lutely necessary in the interesta of country
districts, The Bill will do a lot of good,
and will give the mothers in the countre w
feeling of security during the most trying
period of their Hves. T would like to know
from the Minister how manv hospitals he
will be able to establish in the near future
under this scheme.

The Stcrurary FOrR MIxes : About sixty.
Mr., RIORDAN: Those sixtv hospitals

will be of greut assistance, and I hope it
will not be long before they are operating.
I also hope the Minister will se2 that the
Bill is first put into operation in the more
isolated districts instead of in the more
populated centres. The hospital committees

[Mr. Edwards.
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will be able to render great assistance in
the carrving out of this scheme, and I trust
they will consider the advisableness of
assisting people in the country districts fae
distant from established maternity wards,
either by working in conjunction with the
ambulance brigade or by providing trans-
port for those who cannot afford heavy
transport charges in thesc cases.

Mr. Beseingron: What about free rail-
way passes?

Mr. RIORDAN: Frec railway passes
could be given, and are given in these

cases. On every occasion when T have
appealed to the Home Sccretary for assist-
ance in the way of a railway pass, it has
bheen fortheoming. and I am surc there will
m~a no diffieculty in that regard. This Bill
is a most important one to
(2 p.m.] country members, as well as to
other members of the Committee,
and will, I feel sure, meet with the support
of exverv hon. member. We all know the
difficulties in the country for mothers in
those districts, throuch lack of facilities. A
Bill of this kind will, no doubt. give confi-
dence. People who have travelled in our
vast spaces must realise the loncliness of the
lives of the women there. Travelling through
Gueensland--not along the railwav lines, but
in districts where transpory is cwpensive—
is difficult. While I have been a mem-
ber of this House I have travelled, I sup-
pose, over the most desolate part of
Queensland, right down from Burkectown.
through  Camooweal, Urandangie, and
Boulia, and back into Winton. Nobody can
realise until he has made a trip of that
kind, or been through the electorate of the
hon. member for Balonne, across fromr
Cunnamulla to Mungindi, the difficulties and
the trying time experienced by those who
are cxpecting to be mothers. I hope thaf
the hospital committees will make some
provision for transport facilities to bring
women 1in from remote districts to these
maternity homes. The greatest worry ab
such times is as to how they are going
to mect the expense, not of the hospifal, but
of reaching the hospital. Quite recently in
the electorate of the hon. member for
Mitchell it was necessary to send an aero-
plane out fo bring in a mother to the
Longreach hospital. Had there not been an
aeroplane in that district. the lives of both
the mother and the child would have been
lowt. I think provision for transportation
is very necossary. Then it is verv ossential
that training should he provided for nurses.
We know that trained nurses are far better
than untrained nurses. We have had good
work done by untrained muaternity nurses in
the country districts. and I have nothing
whatever to sar against them, becauvsze they
have rondered the best assistance possible at
Hmes when it was impozsible to eet frained
nurees. I hope the Minister. when putting
trained women into the maternity homes. will
give these women a chance of getting free
access to the training school. They should be
given overy encouragement and assistanee to
bass their sxaminations and ot cerfificafes
under this Bill. I hope the Governwient will
apnoint ifincrant nurses to travel around
the diffevent districts. as a lot of good
work can be dene in this manner,

Mr. Morgax: It is a most
thing to have itinerant nurses.

important
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Mr. RIORDAN: Tt is a most important
thing. When a nurs: comes aloug at a cer-
tain time she can be a great comfort to
a prospective mother, and, being trained,
she will be able to give valuable advice.
In fact, advice from a trained nurse at that
particular time is much botter than advice
from a doctor. That is why I would like
to sce itinerant nurses stationed in various
districts, and assistance given to them to get
around the country without any trouble. T
am glad the Government are going to defrax
the cost of erecting th-se hospitals and intend
to subsidise them. I am glad the Govern-
ment also Intend to subsidise maternity wards.
I hope that these hospitals will never go
short, and will never have to depend on
charity. Th> Government intend to ercct
sixty maternity hoespitals, and this numbecr
will serve most of the country distriets.
hope that work will be started in the country
districts straight away. beeause that is where
these Institutions are most necess There
are many d:cent maternitz homes in the more
thickly populated centres. They are all
doing good work, and will continuc to do so.
It is a different proposition in the conntre,
where it does not pay to vun a private bhome.
and they cannot be wupporred on chari;
alone. It the dutw of the Cov rnment
to erest maternity homes and snpport them
in a proper manner. I am uiad {o sen that
provision is made for eversy woman to enter
a hospital if sko is about to become a moth r.
No woman will be debarred from securing
admission through inszbility to pay. It will
be a great relief to manv women to know that
they can enter these homes without g
.called upon to pav. W know that, in the
case of most families in country districts, at
this particular time it is an important ques-
tion for them to consider how thev arc going
to meet the expense. In some districts the
doctors have heen unfair and unr asonable
in their charges: but. spraking of the medi-
cal profession as a whole, I think they are
pretiv reasonable. In all classes and all
sections of the community we find peepl: who
are rcadwv to expioit others. It does not
matter if there is an epidemic or any other
trouble, thore i3 alwavs someone in som»
profession who tries 0 squeeze the last shil-
ling out of the individual affected. I hone
there will be no worries on the part of th»
women concerned in connection with this
measure. There should be no trouble about
gotting a ticket to adwit a women into a
maternity home. She ghonld be allowed to
go there as a right. »lthough. of conrse,
those who are in a nosition to pav shoild do
z0. And no doubt the Minister who adminiz-
ters the Act will attend to  this matter
Women will enfer the hospitals as « right,
pot worrying about pavment but leaving

that i1 af':rwards. My experierce  of
the npeople in  the ccuntry  digtricts
eenerally  is  that they ave prepared to
do the fair thine in this vegpeet =und
meet their obligetions: but the red fape
which sometimes  hinds  up  Government

d-partmonts is embarrassing, not enle to orr
women folk. but also to our men folk in the
country.,  Getting into rome Government
offices sometimes is almest as difienit for
the man from the country »s it is for the
eriminal to get out of the Stewart’s (rock
or Boggo Road Gaols. We do not want any-
thing of that kind under this Bill. I have
seen some very sad cwperiences in my time
in country districts. DJothers have lost their
lives, and we have lost the lives of our young

{26 SEPTEMBER.]

Maternity Ball. 1863

immigrants because provision such as that

which is made under the Bill was not at
hand. I have a case in mind. We have no

doctor or nurse at Forsayth, and the nearcst
nurse or doctor was 43 miles away. We had
to get into touch with the construction engi-
neer on the railway, but he wanted £43
guaranteed before he would allow a special
train to be taken out of the shed.

A GOVERNMENT DEMBER:
of life or death? ,

Mr. RIORDAN : Yes, but the workers in

Even in a case

and around that town subscribed the sum
in a very short time. The worst feature

of the whaole business was that, although the
money had been subsceribed for a speecial
traill, it was not run as a spoeial train but
a load of fourtecen trucks of ore was hooked
on and it took about three and a-half hours
for 1t to get to its destination instead of two
houn People who have not been in country
ots cannot realise that such things take
place, but men who have travelled and
battled round in country districts, as many
members here have done, realise only too
well that they do happen. I am sorry to
say that, while I have been in Parliament,
I have travelled this Statc away from rail-
wavs, not at the expense of the State but at
my owin cxpense; and I think it would be
a good idea if Parliament, in its wisdom.
gave hon. members an opportunity of going
into some of the countrr districts to sce the
distances which people have to travel to
got to town. Travelling along over those
vast stretches, oeven by miotor-car, one feels
lonely. Imagine then the lives of our women
follkk living in those districts, isolated even
from t:lephone communication, cut otf from
everybody ! Cur Govermment: are not doing
enough in this dircction. Telephones will
assist, but I am sorry to say that some of our
Giovernments. in their madness for economy,
hzve cut off telephone communics 1
somo country districts. I refer, for instance,
to the closing down of the telegraph station
at Floraville, which kept many people within
touch of a hospital and gave the=m a chance
of getiing out a nurss or dector in case of
illness. With telegraph communication they
knew that in a very short time they cculd
get into touch with the doctor and,—both
travelling to meet each other—get his assist--
ance in a day or two, whersas now it takes
three weeks to a month to get any sort of
medical attenticn.

a

It is a reflection on any Government for
them to do awar with our telephonic and
telegraphic communication in country dis
tricts.  (Hear. hear!) Coing from Cunna-
mulla to Mungindi along big dry strctches
iz was a calamity to see the telephone lines
being pulled down and communication taken
awar from the people who had settled in
those distriets. It is a reflection on any
member who supports or stands by a Govern-
ment who do that sort of thing, That is why
I sav that, as the National Government have
taken away our telephonic and telegraphic
communication, we should make provision
for itinerant nurses and for getting women
conveyed to hospitals during times of illness.
T hope that before long that work will be
continued. Without taking up a selfish atti-
tude on this question, I say that that work
should be proceeded with first in the dis-
tricts which most badly need it. This Bill
can be made one of the best Bills that has
ever been placed on the statute-book of this
or any other State by any Government if

Myr. Riordan.]
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it is administered properly. I feel sure that,
whoever the Minister may be, he will sec
that it is administered in the way in which
it 1s intended that it shall be administered.
I congratulate the Government on their
wisdom in making provision for sixty of
these maternity homes, and on behalf of the
country people I thank them most sincerely
for introducing a measure of this kind.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 certainly
approve of the Bill. I support the remarks
ot the khon. member for Burke in regard to
telephonic communication and the necessity
for dealing first with places which are a
great distance from  settlement. From
Winton to Boulia is a distance of about 250
miles. On that route there are three or
four stopping-places for the coaches. To
those stopping-places people come hundreds
of miles to join up with the coach. I have
seen pecple come 200 miles to the coach, then
travel in the coach to Winton, a further
distance of 200 miles, and then come down
to civilisation for a holiday. That will give
an idea of the difficulties under which these
people are labouring. Neither the State
Governments nor the Federal Governments
have done their duty in the matter of extend-
ing telephonic facilities to those districts.
Take the four stopping-places on that route
between DBouliz and Winton. At one place

the chief ghelter for the people consists
of a few sheets of bark and iron, while
there are about six tents in a row,

fenced round with a bag fence. The people
malke themselves as comfortable as possible.
It appears to me that, where there are no
votes, no attention is given to the require-
ments of the people. The accommodation is
not only inadequate at those stopping-places,
but it is a menace to the travellers. Some
men come down from the stations with, per-
haps, £100 in their pockets. They start
drinking in some of those shanties, and they
do not get any further. It is the duty of the
Government to provide places where people

can stay safely and comfortably when
travelling. There should be trained nurses
and some kind of accommodation where

passengers could stay when they go out to
open up our Western country. All our legis-
lation has been in favour of the single man,
Everything is against the married man,
especially the man with a family. If he
wants to go on a holiday he is put to an
enormous expense. It is very rarely that he
can go for a holiday. Anything that tends
to assist our families living out in the
country and tends towards settlement in the
country, I am sure will have the support

of every hon. member. The condition of
some people in  the western country is
undoubtedly deplorable. 1t is absolutely

impossible for settlers in the far
country or workers who are
these places for a weekly wage to get
nurses and to pay for them. If they come
down to the towns and pay the maternity
expenses in the hospitals, then those expenses
keep them poor, and they have no chance of
getting their heads above water. The man
with a family is practically carrying the
burden of this State and he is alwars poor,
and cannot get the necessary things that his
family need. and that cvery white Australian
cught to have.

The question of the subsidising of existing
hospitals 1s not made clear in the Bill, I do
not mean the hospitals that the Government
take over, but hospitals such as the one
referred to by the hon. member for Rosewood,

[Mr. Riwordan.

western
working on

[ASSEMBLY.]

. the financial aspect of this proposal.

Maternity Ball.

who mentioned that at that hospitas
in his district about 200 babies werc born
per annum. That institution has been very
carefully managed. I do not see why the
Government should go to the expense of
£1,000 or £2,000 in putting up buildings,
when there are buildings already erected. I
understand that it will cost nearly £1,000 to
erect and furnish wards at existing hospitals
sufficient to accommodate four beds.

The Secrerary ror MiNes: It will cosk
more than that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I think that fact
justifies the Minister in taking over the
supervision of the existing maternity hospi-
tals. The people at present in charge of
those institutions can run them a great deal
cheaper than the Government could run any
new ward they might build. I would like
to see the question of subsidies made clearer,
so that anyone administering the Act will
know perfectly well that the Government
intend to take over the supervision of and
subsidise the existing hospitals.

TLet me now deal with the question of
finance. The Department of Public Lands
recsives about £1,500,000 per annum from
the country districts by way of rent.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to connect his remarks with the Bill

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am dealing with
That
money is received as rents from lands in
country districts, and I do not mind giving
the Minister another plank of the Country
party, which I hope he will carry into
effect; that is, that 25 per cent. of the
money received from those lands shall go
back to the country districts.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in diScussing that
question.

3lr. BEBBINGTON: I am showing the-
Minister how he can provide funds for the
administration of these hospitals. If that
system were adopted, it would provide the
necessary funds, because it would amount
to about £300,000.

The SEcrETaRY FOR Mixes: I venture to-
say that more than 25 per cent. of the rents
is going back into the country now.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If that is so, so
much the better; but I am afraid that the
cities get hold of too much of that money,
and that not sufficient goes back into coun-
try districts. That is one way of financing
these hospitals without asking the cities to-
contribute. At the present time the city
people are not contributing to the country
hospitals at all. There 1s morc money
coming from the country——

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. Grepson: Are you in favour of the-
Bill, or against it?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Most decidedly, I
am in favour of it. I am quite sure that
the Minister will agree with me that, where
people have to travel long distances to these
hospitals, it would be only a fair thing,
and a right thing, to grant them railway
passes to the railway station nearest the
hospital. If that were done, it would help
settlement, and would take off some of the
burdens which the married men with
families have to bear.

Mr. BULCOCK (Bareoo): One cannot
but feel grateful to be associated with a
Government who are doing something im
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the nature laid down in this
Bill for the benefit primarily of the mothers
in country districts. One hardly knows
whether to condemn past Governments for
their neglect to deal with this question or
whether to congratulate the present Govern-
ment, who, after all, are the first Govern-
ment who have ever given serious considera-
tion to this question. I feel that I should
pay a tribute to the Home Secretary, more
especially in his absence, by reason of the
fact that it was he who evolved this scheme,
proving conclusively that he has the welfare
of the women in the isolated districts at
heart. We recognise that the immigrant
in the cradle is the most desirable immigrant
that we can have. The child born in our
community is worthy of the best attention
and the greatest consideration that can be
given to it, and in a country such as Queens-
land, where we require every individual,
and wherve we must, for national preserva-
tion, climinate as far as possible the
infantile mortaliby that exists at the present
time, it is obvious that we must pass a
measure of this description.

A good deal has been said recently in
this House about vision. I venturc to say
that no more magnificent vision was ever
conceived, so far as the Western people—and
more especially the Western  women—are
concerned, than the vision which gave rise
to the Bill which we are discussing this
afternoon. In the Western country at the
present time doctors are few and far
between; nurses holding a midwifery certifi-
cate are very rare, and many women are
forced to adopt one of two courses. The
first is to allow an unskilled woman to take
charge of them, and that must be fraught
always with a certain element of danger;
and the other alternative is to go to one of
the big centres of population where satis-
factory medical attention may be obtained.
The second alternative is very often pro-
hibitive by rcason of the fact that the
individual cannot afford the necessary
expenses that will be entailed by a journey
of that nature.

Take, for instance, Blackall, on the Barcoo
River, in my own electorate. DMany women
there go to Rockhampton and are confined
there, but there are many others who would
like to go to Rockhampton for the superior

treatment they can get there, but
[2.30 p.m.] are not able to go owing to finan-

cial considerations. Even if they
did scrape up the money and went to Rock-
hampton, when they returned they would
have to work off the liability incurred, which
should never have been placed on  their
shoulders. These people in the West are
perhaps doing more than the city people to
develop the country. They have given up
many of the refinements of civ 1hsat10n, they
have given up nearly all the comforts of
cuﬂbatlon, and it is on an occasion like this
that we should show our appreciation for
what they have done, and should do so in
no uncertain manner.

In addition to maternity wards at the
various hospitals, the Bill proposes the estab-
lishment of itinerant nuws I would like to
malke a suggestion in this conneetion. Quite
recentlr an aeroplanc company has been
formed in the Central-w est, and its operations
will extend from Charlev IHC which will he
its southern base, to (“loncuuv which will
be its northern base. Along that route there
is a number of towns and a number of land-
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ing places. It would be a very rcasonable
H.mrr to ask that the organisation which
these people are perfecting should be used
by the State in cases of urgency for the
conveyance of patients from their homes, or
from wherever they may be ill, to a place
where they can receive the medical attention
which will be provided under this Bill. It
often happens that circumstances arise that
a woman uunexpectedly finds she is about to
be confined. It has frequently come within
my notice where women have not been
able to get satisfactory medical attention on
account of the urgency of the case. If we
have an aeroplane scrvice whercby a small
aeroplane c¢an be sent out to bring these indi-
viduals in to a hospital, or as an alternative
to take out an itinerant nurse, who, I take
it, would be equipped with a midwifcry
certificate, to attend to the case, we would
prevent cases of mortality which might occur.
Blackall, for instance, might be made a base,
and Barealdine would not be outside the
cruising arca of that base; and from Blackall
Jericho also could be successfully worked to
the advantage of the community. Such a
system would also give a sense of security
to the women in outback parts, which 1s
sadly lacking at the present time.

A suggestion was made by the hon. member
for Bulimba that it might be possible, under
the provisions of the Bill, to confiscate the
baby bonus. I cannot believe mysclf that
the Government could be so heartless—I o
tempted to say ruthless—as to attempt to
confiscate the baby bonus from an individual
who was unable to mect her hospital liabili-
ties in any other manncr. I cannot believe
that the Government contemplate the appli-
cation of such a principle. After all, if a
person cannot meet her liabilities to the
hospital, it is obvious that she will require
the few pounds she gets from the Federal
Government for other purposes for the benefit
of her offspring. I cannot believe that the
Home Secrotary would contemplate such
action. With other hon. members who have
spoken, I am going to urge that isolated
districts be given first consideration in the
erection of these hospitals. (Hear, hear!)
We are blazing a new track.

I would like to pay a little tribute to the
hospital committee functioning in a little
town named Tambo in my electorate. Before
ever this scheme was mooted, the gentlemen
comprising the hospital committee there got
together and decided that they would ercct
a maternity ward in the town. A very lavd-
able motive actuated them, and I am pleased
that we are now going to ‘take that responsi-
bility out of their hands, and that the cost
of the erection will be borne by the State
instead of falling upon the individuals.
People living in the closely settled districts
frequently fail to realise the necessity for
them to do the decent—the fraternal—thing
by the pcople who, by their efforts, enabla
other people to live in the citiex and cnjoy
the amenities of city life. We all recognise
that everything possible should be doune for
the wellbeing of the Western woman for her
protection against exploitation, whether rhat
exploitation is in regard to her grocer’s,
butcher’s, or medical bill. We must do
the best we can to overcome that exploita-
tion, and I believe that we shall overcome it
in this measure. I do not think that any
hon. member will raise any objection to the
provisions of the Bill. T say, further, that
in two or three years, when the metcrnity

Mr. Bulcock.]
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s are csbablished and eversthing i3 fune-
it <houid do—whon wo ar> begin-
U n.g to bring forth our trained and qualifiad
nurees to take their places in the hospitals—
it would be a bold Goverament which would
contemplate doing aw with these hospitals
or withhclding a subridy that is legitimately
due to the mothers of the future citizen: of
cur State.

Mr. PRTRIE (Zoombul): I am very
pleasad that the Acting IHome Secrctary has
mtrodur:d this measure, which malkes pro-
visien for maternity ho%pluxh and also for
baby clinics, and which has been rereived
with sympathetic approval by hon. members
generally,  The Minister made a very nies
second reading speech, but the inference
could be drawn from his remarks that all
humanitarian legizlation was introduced by
the present Government, and that we on
this side of the House were not in sympathy
with such legislation,

Ths SEczETARY 10R DIINES:

1 did not say

that.
Mr. PETRIT: T am glad to get that assur-
ance from the Minister. The hon, member
ane gave credit to the hon. member

Tavilla for having been instrumental in
'xumg this matier forward at different
tiraes,  There is no doubt that women in
romote districts have to put up with a great
deal of anxiety. It is wonderful what they
have been able to go through in places far
rerzoved from aceess to hospitals and doctors.
The WMinister quoted some poetry from Mrs.
Browning and Hssex HEvans’s poem, ‘‘The
Wowmen of the West,”” showing what women
have to put up with through want of good
nursing or lack of hospitals. Women have
also to put up with other disadvantages
incidental to scttlement on the land: I would
Iike to quote a little poem on ** The Woman
on the Laund,” by * M.C.,” Wangalpong—

“ By the rule of Theodore,
“ ives and children by the score
Siave and toil to keep food cheap;
Little benefit they reap!

Cocky’s baby loudly wails
(Mother's milking at the bails);
Poor, wee Johnny eries for bmad
(Wait until the calves are fed).

Little Mary minds the cows
As they on the lucerne browse;
Tiny Sue must take her turn

At the hendle of the churn.

When the separator’s washed,

Baby in the tub is splashed,

Put to bed and told to laugh—~

Mothsar's off to help cut chaff.

Willie, hurrying home from school,

Rushes to his milking stool.

Miiks a= long as he can sce;

Learns his lessons after tea.

When the family is fed.

Dishes washed, and bairns in bed,

Mother gots her mending pile,

Patching, darning by the mile.

Father <cars the paper o'er

I‘m tha price of dairy store;

Says, to mother’s ead suv)uso.

“For our butter there¢’s no rise.

Really, Mr. Theadore,

In vour taxing there’s a flaw,

When will po 1h<:1an= learn

Farmers should have what they carn?”’
OrrosiTioN MemBERS : Hear, hear!

[3r. Bulcock.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I do not know
what this has got to do with the Maternity
Bill. (Laughter.)

Mr. PETRIE: I am showing what the
woman on the land has to put up with at
the present time. I give every credit to the
IHoms Scerctary for having brought in such
a mcasure. I am sure it meets with the
approval of every member of the House.
The National Council of Women and other
women’s organisations in Qucensland have
taken a great part in our political life of
late years, and they have heen rosponsible
for a good deal of our humanitarian legisla-
tion. 1 refer to the legislation introduced
by previous Governments and also by this
Government. That was referred to by the
hon. member for Bulimba in his remarks this
morning. 1 can emphasise those remarks,
because women understand the needs of
women better than men do, and they under-
stand what is nccessary in connection with
the protection of infant Iife. That also
plays an important part in this matter.
We have a number of maternity howes in
existence at the present time, which are all
doing good work. There is a maternity home
at the Hamilton in my eclectorate run by the
S=zlvation Army, and it reeeives a subsidy of
£100 per annum from the Government. The
matron told me the other day that single
girls come there, and, after their babies are
born, the Salvation Army keep the mother
and the infant there for some considerable
time. They do that in the interests of the
infant. After all, it is our duty a« legislators
to see that every care is taken of the child,
whether it s bor illegitimately or not.
Iivery child born in the Srate is an asset.
Therefore for considerable 1‘,0110(]; these in-
fants are looked after by the Salvation
Army, for which they receive no assistance
from the Government. The Roman Catholic
authorities also conduct maternity homes in
Brisbane, and I presume are treated in a
similar manner. Now that we are passing
legislation dealing with maternity homes. 1
nggct that some consideration should be
given to the question of further subsidising
tho maternity homes I have referred to. par-
ticularly when they look after the infants
for a considerable time. The hon. member
for Barcoo referred to the necessity of estab-
lis hlng these homes in the isolated parts of

tho State, before the thickly populated
centres were attended to. I quite agree with
thut.

Mr. Porrock: The Government have
already given authority for the construciion
of one at Boulia.

Mir., PETRIE: T am vr glad to hear
it. because those are the places that should
be looked after first. I am pleased to see
that provision is made for the training of
nurens. I am pleased fo support the DBill.
and hope that these institutions will be
csta blished as soon as the mcasure becomes
operatno.

Hox. J. G. AVPPEREL (Albcre): The present
Government claim to hive a monopoly in all
charitable and cleemosynary works. but thesc
are matters which are attended to by everv
party which occupies the Treasury henches.
As a mafter of fact, we always hmt‘ a healthy
rivalry in these matters and it is a good
thing to let each Administration strive to
out-rival its predecessors in the carrying out
of works which are for the benefit of our
common humanity I can assure the Minister
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side do not require
to lead us to give
sure

‘that members on this
the inspiration of poetry
hearty ~upport to this me
1he Serwrerany For MINFs:
squote peetry ?
J. . APPEL: I do occasionally.
we do not require inspiration of
nd on this side, because cvery member
resides in the country districts must
renlise the absolute necosaity of citablizhing
maternity homes.  In many instances it Is
neesssary for the expectant mother to receive
attention gratis, buc others do not care to
accept chavit; Thore are many who arve
prenared to pav. and who can afford to

Do you never

pay. and it would be a great convenience to
themy vo have a maternity home near to
where they reside. At present there are

difficulties in the country becaunze of
ko of mmmmm ation by road and in
wr wavs, and that is why the establish-
mers of fhese homes will be of great sorvice
in such districts. These hospltal: arc abss-
Tately because this is a very im-

ST

poctant matter in the life of a woman. The
hot. member fur Barcoo spoke about the
conditions in the West. We know that in

the ©W decont accommodation 1s provided
for men under the laws providing for their
accommod=tion. but, unfortunately, the pro-
viston made f{or their wives and children
is often of the most wretched description.
Even if it wore possible to provide the
peceseary medical and nursing attention, the
accommodation available is unfit for the
orcupation of the mother at a time when,
more than any other, cleanliness and qmet is
ahsolurels essential,

T am glad to =ay, after an analysis of the
‘measure. thar I am satisfied that it fully

conforiis to the deseription given by the
Mirister when he introduced it. Provision

iz made for the assistance of hospitals already
cstablished, swhereby maternity wards may
bo addf‘d ‘and that, to my mind, is a very
excellent provision. But the provision which
above all others commends itself to me is
tbm which empowers the Governor in Coun-
<1l *o muke such provision as he deems
axnedient for the care. treatment, and nurs-
ing of methers and infant life in remote
places, It has been suggested that arrange-
ments might be made fm the conveyance, by
means of aereplanes. of expectant mothorq
to the centres of population. That may be
very excellent in theory, but we all know
‘that to carry it out in practice will be found
in nine cases out of ten to be impossible.
The provision for nursinz and medical atten-
tion in remotc places, 1 have no hesitation
in saying, will incresse the confidency of
1thos people who tackle our problems on the
land, for their absence. us [ pbmted out
when speaking on this measure before, acts
as a doterrent to those who others would
be prepared *o undertake \mtmment and
develapment of cur Stare.

Provision is also made for the establishment
of ante-netal and babyr clinies in country
i That is also on¢ which must com-
mond itself to every hon. member. The lack
of knowlrdge on the part of a yvoung mether
as to the trestment of her infant has unques-
tionahly, in any instanc without desive
or intention on her part, led to the less of
the life of the child: and any provision
which will ¢ive mothers the mstlucﬁon necns-
sary te the proper treatment of their mf(u*ts
cne whicl as essential as any other in
the measure.

ixo
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I notice that the Government propase to
b&u the whole expense of the carrying ont
of the Act. Tt is provided—and other hot.
members have mentioned this provis.on—thag
no person shall be refused the benefits of an
institution - of 1nsbilitv to pay
therefor, alreads indicated, many
patients refuse to take attertion without pav-
ing, and I have no doubt that the lllxllstel‘
will probably have a scale of fecs, so that
those wha desire to pay may do so in accord-
arce with their means, without the fixation
of any arbitrary fee, and so that. at the
gsame time, mhou who are unable to pay—
however undesircus they masx be of being
treated gratis—will not be called upon to
contribute wums wnich would become a bur-
den to them.

I take it that the provision of conveyances
A )
from localities not soerved by maternity hos-

pitals to cothers wmore fortunately situated
will alzn be taken into consideravion. I am
ths 1l {o ray that in mest eountry places—
cortainly with which T am associated—

which have
T have no

wio have exeellent ambulances
filled a want in a way which
hesitation in saying can hardly be appreci-
ated. The value of our ambulance services
in matornity cases cannot be overcstimated,
and I _curnestly commend to the Minister the
desirableness cof fostering the establishment
of ambulance ceontres wheve these hospitals
- be established and where none exist at
t. The establishment of a maternity
1l without the imeans of conveyance
thereto might merely mean that in many
tnstueees the effeet on the expectant mether
might Le very izjurious.

Talulm the provisions of the Bill as a
vhels, the measure comes within the terms
of the speech of the Minister, and I hzwe
not the slightest doubt that it will receive
the support of every hon. member. 1 am
Very pleased to be able to pay to members
of the Government who then were in Oppo-
sition a Lomp]unent for the way in which
they assisted to pass similar legislation which
I introduced when I had the honour to be
Home Secretary. I am very pleased to hear
that it is proposed to establish sixty of these
hospitals #o soon as this measurc hecomes
law. I hope the necessary funds—they will
never be refused from this side of the House
—will be found, not for sixty of them but

for double that rumber, because they will
be great blessings to our community, ore
especially to thoze sections of it which are

remote from the contres of population.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
1“ncopt'on which this Bill has met with
indicates very clearly how easy it is for us
to agree when we meet on common ground.,
I am sure there is nothing so pleasing to
hon. members as to find that they are able
to work harmoniously on a messure on
which they can all agrece, especially after
dehates of a ruder and more contentious
nature. The Bill itself will be welcomed,
particularly by country members, because
city mothers ave not in view so much as the
nothers who ave doing plonecring work in
the bush. It seems fo me that we, more
than any other people. have lived to witnes
vast strides in meeting the changes in condi
tions for “hlch this Bill provides. Our time

tands out in that connection

[3 p.m.] when compared with any other

poriod of time. It is true that
wo have arrived at this stage b devlees.

Mr., G. P. Darnes. i
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Whilst some hon. members may claim that
it has fallen to this Government to do this
work, we have been gradually working along
towards the realisation of these highbideals
and, if it is to the honour of this Govern-
ment  that they have introduced this
measure, no one for a moment is going to
grudge them the privilege which is theirs
I very heartily welcome the Bill, and
congratulate the Government. ’

Some speeches delivered by the Iome
Secretary contain a very high conception of
the needs of the people. But who 1s going
to say that we have reached the end of
what can be done in the interests of those
who are doing pioneering work, or in meet-
ing the needs of the young life of our com-
munity? It is our duty ever to be on the
alert. I imagine that, when the need for
work ceases, our occupation will entirely be
gone. It would scem to mc that one matter
requiving very great consideration, if the
best results are to be obtained, is that of
transport. Wonderful service has been done
by the Queensland Ambulance Transport
Brigade. 1t is essential that its work should
be associated with that which the Govern-
ment have in view in this particular direo-
tion. I am sure that the people in any
district will establish a centre of the Quecns-
land Ambulance Transport Brigade if they
realise the great benefits it confers and the
conveniences it provides. Even in centres
like Warwick wonderful service is being done.
Whoever controls the working of this Act

. should see that it is associated with the
work of the ambulance brigades. In addi-
tion to the fine service which would be

rendered, a great deal of overlapping would
be avoided. In some isclated places there
would not be the same need for the estab-
lishment of maternity " hospitals if quick
transport were available. I know that the
Warwick Brigade goes right to New South
Wales to bring some cascs to hospital. The
liberality of the support accorded to the
brigade in such cases is most manifest, and
is really very inspiring. The principal
idea, I believe, is to standardise the service,
both as regards nursing and the general
health of the children. The Alinister should
also standardise the buildings that are to
be erected.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
erect all concrete buildings.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am very glad to
know that. We should have a ccrtain method
in view. By standardising and working to
a plan, we shall not only ensure economy,
but the building—cspecially if it is a con-
crete building—will be a lasting memorial
of the good work that is being done, and
it will advertise such work amongst those
whom it is intended to serve. I am glad
to be able to congratulate the Government
on having introduced this measure. If it
proves of benefit to the women and children
of the land to the extent antizipated, added
pleasure in the days to come will be afforded
those who were responsible for its intro-
duction.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): T am pleased
that this Bill has becn introduced. as I
have been advocating something of this sort
for many vears. At one time [ was fwitted
br the present Minister, who said that T
was foreshadowing the Government’s policy.
I make no apology for having advoecated this,
in season and out, ever since T have heen
in this Assemblr. I have had wide experi-

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.

We intend to
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ence in my clectorate, which contains about
23,000 square miles. I was one of several
members of the Country party who were
responsible for having this included in the
platform of the Country party on which
wo went to the country during the last
election. 1 congratulate the Minister and
the Government on placing on the statute-
book another measure which originated from.
the policy of the Country party. In this
and in other matters the existence of the
Country party in this House has been
justified.

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: It was
on the platform of the Labour party when
you were a hard-shelled Tory sitting on this
side of the House.

Mr. MORGAN: I do not wish to dispute
the hon. gentleman’s contention; but, if ‘qhat
is so, the Government have been a long time
in placing it upon the statute-book. IHow-
ever, 1t 1s mnever too late to mend. 1 am
pleased that at last the Government are
going to show consideration for those who
live in country districts.

Mr. Corrrxs: Country districts are repre-
sented by hon. members sitting on this side
of the House.

Mr. MORGAN: It is quite refreshing te
see that men sitting on the opposite side who
repres:znt  country electorates arc at last
getting away from Queen strect, .and.advo-
cating the needs of thosc who live in the
country. We arve pleased to know that n
this particular matter members representing
country irnterests who are supporters of the
Government have come out of their shell,
and are secing that people who live 1n the
countrs get a fair deal. The influence of
the Country party has becn responsible for
the introduction of such a measure as this.
T is because certain Labour candidates will
have to oppose Country party candidates at
the elections, chen such Country party can-
didates all advocate this policy. that the
Bill is now introduced. Hon, members oppo-
site are claiming credit in every detail for
{his measurc. While I support the Bill, I
intend to move some amendments in Com-
mittee in order to improve the Bill, and I
hope the Minister will see his way clear to
accept them.

Hon. members opposite have advocated
that the first consideration should be to those
who live in the country. I would go further
and suggest that the first consideration should
be given to those living great distances from
countrs towns. 'There are many towns in
the country which have their own hospitals,
resident doctors, nurses, and cvery conveni
ence, and they also have private nursing
institutions. The people in those towns can
got the attention that they desire. The first
Sonsideration should be given to the people-
who live hundreds of miles away from those
towns. We have in Queensland a religious
body known as the Bush Brotherhood. This
body confers great benefits on those people
who live awas from the towns and centres of
population. I would urge that the Canadian
system  should be adopted in Queensland.
Under that system there is established what
is cslled a “shack.”” These © shacks ”” are
established, not in the towns or on the rail-
yrays, but at a point somewhere mear the
contre of scttiements in a particular area.
Those settlements may be 40 miles, 50 miles,
or 100 miles away from a town. These places
arc inhabited by nurses. who are conveyed'
by a covered-in two-horse vehicle to places
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where their assistance is required. The
nurses are able to ride, and in many cases
thev jump on a horse and take along their
little kit-bag 20 miles, 30 miles, or 40 miles,
tn a home as soon as they are informed that
their assistance is required. No motor-car
is sont out to remove the mother. There
is no necessity for any seroplane, or any-
thing eclse for that purpose. The less journey-
ing that a prospective mother has to do,
whether by motor-car or ang other vehicular
conveyance, the better it is for her, and also
for the child. The Canadian system could
be established in portions of my electorate
and of the electorate of the hon. member for
Balonne, aund other districts throughout
Queensland.  Nurses could be accommodated
in those places, and they would be able to
ride or drive any conveyance to the mother
who required their assistance. By that
means the nurses would be able to carry
out their work at the place where it was
needed. You would then be giving first
attention to those who had gone out to do
the pioneering work. The women have been
more responsible for the development of the
outlying  districts of Quecnsland than the
men. 'The men may go out for a time, but
they would not remain unless they had their
wives with them. It is the wife who makes
the home comfortable for the husband. We
should do all we possibly can to give the
necessary attention to these matters. It
should not be a matter of whether it is going
to cost 810 for each child brought into the
world in outlying districts. We should not
consider whether 1{ costs £10 in the outlying
country districts and only £1 in the large
cities and towns for each child to be brought
into the world. It is the general opinion of
this House, I feel sure, that the first con-
sideration should be given to those people
living in the remote portions of Queensland.
The Canadian system could be very easily
established in Queensland. In Canada they
have the snow to contend with, thus making
the hardship of the nurses so much greater;
but the nuises In Canada are prepared to
undertake those hardships. The conditions in
Queensland arce altogether more favourable.

I would like some information with regard
to the granting of subsidy by the Govern-
ment under this  proposal. The Bill
provides—

“In conncction with any such hospital
the capital cost of the purchase and
ercetion, or other requirement of the
necessary site and buildings, and all the
necessary equipment thereof shall be
defrayed by the Government; and,
toward the annual cost of the mainten-
ance, management, and upkeep of any
such hospital, the Government may con-
tribute such sums as are from time to
time appropriated for the purpose.”

‘What does that mean? At the present time
the Government grant a subsidy of £2 for
every £1 collected by the hospitals. I do
not oppose the desire of the Government to
erect maternity wards in eonnection with
existing hospitals in country districts, but
I think it would be a good idea if the
Government would subsidise those maternity
wards on the same basis as the present
hospitals are subsidised. T understand that
the Government are defraying all the
expenses in connection with the upkeep of
baby clinics in the city. Why should there
be any different policy with respect to baby
clinies in country districts? Are they going

[26 SEPTEMBER.]

Maternizy Bill. 1869

to place the country people on a different
footing from those 1n the city?

The SecreTsry FOor Mixes: The maternity
?\'ard's erected in conjunction with existing
hospitals will be subsidised on the same basis
as the existing hospitals are subsidised.

,Mr. MORGAN: I do not object to the
Government paying the whole of the cost in
connection with baby clinics in the city;
but, if they are going to do that, the country
Qmople will be justified in asking that the
rovernment defray the whole of the cost
In connection with baby clinics in the countrv.
I am opposed to the present system in con-
nrction with the as ance ¢ to the
Brisbane General Hospital. I do not think
that the Government should bear the whole
of the cost in connection with the Brishane
General Hospital, because that really means
that the whole of the people of Quiensland
have to contribute to the upkeep of that
institution. I am opposed to the Govern-
ment defraying the whole cost of baby clinics
in the large centres and at the same time
only granting a subsidy on the basis of £2
for £1 for baby clinics in the country. The
time has come when they ought to be placed
on the same footing, and, if the Government
cannot sce their way clear fo nationalise baby
clinics in all portions of the State, then they
have no right to nationalise baby clinics in
any part of the State. I admit that the
Government have to go step by step, and we
in the country do not object to contributing
towards the support of these hospitals if the
people In the large centres of population
likewise contribute. But we certainly think
we shall be badly treated if we have to pro-
vide £1 for £2 while the people in the large
centres get their baby clinies free of cost.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Baby clinics are
different to maternity hospitals.

Mr. MORGAN: No doubt they go further,
but it may be neccessary to establish baby
clinies in some parts of the country. HHow-
ever, I am not going to cavil at this measure,
It is a step in the right direction and one
that we have been looking for for many
vears., It will give an assurance to mothers
who go into the country that they will receive
attention at the moment when they require
it, and I feel sure the Bill will have the
seneral suport of members on this side of the
House.

given

I desire to say a word on behalf of the
unregistered nurses who are doing good work
in the country portions of Queecnsland. The
authorities in dealing with these women are
very unjust.

The SrcRETARY FOR MINEs: You are getting
on to the Health Act now.

My, MORGAN: I understand that. when
+his Bill is put into operation, the Govern-
ment are likely to tighten up the restrictions
under the Health Act and deprive these
women of the opportunity of doing the good
work they are performing at the present
time. Up to the present there has been a
cortain amount of latitude.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN: This is a matter concern-
ing maternity homes and the attention it
is neccssary to give to women at the most
critical poriod of their lives. The officials
should be made aware of the fact that the
people in the country recognise the good

Mr. Morgan.]
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work these women have done, and we do not
want them to be interfered with cxeept in
places where materuity homes are established.
In many instancos the people will still desire
the services of these women. In the past
they have saved the lives of hundreds of
mothers and children. notwi ing thai
they may not have passed an examination.

Mr., Kmrwax: They have don- good work
in the bush. ’

Mr. MORGAN: That is so, and very
often the mothers have morve counfidence in
these women than they have in many of the
nurses who coms down to Dri-hane and pas
examinations,

iFar

My, Kiewax: Thry have had prectiond
experience.
Mr. MORGAN: That iz so, and. if this

Bil

il is going to do anything to interfere
with these women, 11 will be a blet on an
otherwise good Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR DIINES: Neither this
Bill nor the Health Act Amendment Bill will
interfore with those women.

Mr. MORGAN: I make
behalf of those women.

The SECRETARY YOR MINE
up an ‘“ Aunt Sally.”

Mr. MORGA
members on rour ¢
word I say.

The SPEAKER:

Mr. MORGAN: The
Ipswich read an exirac: {
respect  to  the corditions  prevailing  in
Russia, and [ have here a book entitled
** The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism.”
Irx Bertrand Russell, a gentleman who went
to Russia with a delegation cons:isting of
labourites to inquire into the conditions in
that part of the world.

My, Coruixs: And a men the British
Government put in prison during the war.

Mr. MORGAN : That shows that T am not
quoting from a biased source, but from a
source that is favourable to the hon, membeor.
This 1s & quotation from th:> book in con-
nection with chiid life in Russia

“To begin with, it must be remoem-
bered that it is necessary to admit that
children should be delivered up almost
entirely to the State. Nomirally, the
mother still com»s to sce her child in
these schools, but in actual fact the draft-
ing of children to the country must inter-
vene, and the whole temper of the authori-
ties tireci-d towards

thiv appeal on

You are puiting

Not at all.

1

Some hon.
with cvery

o will agree

t

Ouvder ! Queder!

n. membor fer
roit @& paper 1

scoemed  to be ¢
breaking the link between mother and
child.”

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! T allowed
an hon. member to read an extract that was
r-lative to the Bili. but the extract the hon.
member s now reading has no relation to
the Bill at all.

Mr. MORGAXN: Vou must admit, M.
Speaker, that it bears on the child life of
Russia.

The SPEAKER: Order! Greder!

3Ir. MORGAN : It coes to show, In respect
of the conditions prevailing in Russia, that
the system adopt-d is the same & thai which
takes the poddy calf away from its mother.
and it never sees its mother again. (Launghter.)
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MORGAN: T am very pleasced that:
this Bill has been introduced, and [ intend to
give it my support. A few am ndments may
be necessary, and I feel sure the Minister
will give those amendments every considera-
tion. It ix a Bill that has long been » quired,.
aad is one which will have a beneficial effect
in the country, and will assist in o way that
nothing this Governient or any other Govern-
ment have done to induce people to s:tile
in the bush.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic): 1T am glad to
bear the geucral approval expressed towards
this mensure. It is another proof that in all
practiez] meunsurss affeciing the country the
Government lead the way. The renl success
of this scheme to a large eufent will depend
upon the ambulance brigades throughout the
State, through the facilities they e for
transit from country disiriets far from rail-
ways into the towns where these homes will
be established and where nursing homes are
aleeady in existence. The ambulance bri
gades will largely help to incvease the activi-
fies of these homes, and to a large extenf
will a=sist in carrying them out in an effec-
tive manncr.

Therefore, 1 wish to emphasise
the point I proviously made that the

ambul-
ance brigades ave worthy of further support
from the State, particularly from the source
from which the hospitals at present obtain
a large amount of their funds, and 1 hope-
the Home Secretary in tho future will take
that fact into recognition and sce that the
ambulanes brigades receive financial support
frow the funds of the State in erder to make
cehemn - the =uocess that we hopn it will e,

M. . ROBERTS (Pittsworth):

pie. I think

this

Mr. J.
Like the hon. member for G !
that a ereat deal of the success of the bush
nursing homes or hospitals will depead on
the excellent work that can be done by the
ambulance brigades. Those who live in the
country distriets know that the Ambulance
Bricades travel very long distances to asslst
in ail ecases of illp and also render very
valuable assistance when it is necessary for:
women to get to a hospital at a mDm‘onts
notice. I trust, therefore that the liome
Department or the Minister who may be
adriinistering this Bill will appreciate the
excollont  work dome by the ambulance
ades throughout the State. more espe
cially in the country districis. It Is wonder-

) ful what the ambulance brz‘g:‘id'm
[3.30 p.m.] can do. 1 coms from a district
in which we have a lot of black-
coil Toads, and those who have the pleasure:
of travelling blacksoil roads after 2 or 3
inches of rain will know how bad they are
to travel on. In spite of all weather ‘rh«?
~mbulance brigades travel along thowo 1¢ 1’d\~\ :
to assist cases of this kind. T hope that the
inister will rccognise that the smbulance
brigades deserve some agsistance from the
Government in this direction.

There is another important matter which:
T would like the Government to attend to 1n
respeet to these nursing home Vory few
people scem to recognise the 11mmr?‘:mco‘pf
telephonic communication 11 outlving dis-
triets. Those of us who repressni counary
districts find that it scems to be the attitade
of the Postal Department to put obstacles in
the way of people securing telephosic com-
sunication in outlving districtz. I have beons
rather keen for many years about scaing
come cheaper method of telephonic eovstruc-
tion provided in country di 1 do not~
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mean that we should construct telephone lines
in the larger centres of population on the
lines I suggested in regard to country dis-
trictz; but there shoyld be common scnse
brought to bear in the construction of tele-
phonoe lines, which should not cost from
£80 to £100 a mile, as we are told they do
at present. I urge upon the CGovernment
the desirability of their representing to the
Commonwealth Government the necessity for
telephonic communication being given in
country distriets to a far greater extent than
it is at present. I would also like to have
an assurance from the Minister that, until
this scheme is put into operation to its full
extent, nothing will be done to interfere
with midwives operating at the present time
in country districts.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
thst assurance.

AMr. J. H. C. ROBFRTS: I am glad of
that, because some people say that only
qlml1ﬁed nurses should be wliowed to (Lttcnd
these cases. I know of many women in
country districts who act as mldwives, and
I doubt very much whether many of the
trained nurses know as much of the work as
they do. Thex are the means of ing
many women’s lives in outlying districts.
I am very glad to see the Government intro-
ducing a Bill of this nature. T hope that
the time is not far distant when many of
the outlying districts will be provided with
a Government building where cases of this
sort can be attended without women being
called upon to travel long distances to get
medical aid. I would like the Minister to
gne us the assurance that something will be
done in regard to medical practitioners in our
small cofintry towns. Sydney. Melbourne,
and Adelaide Universities are, I understand,
turning out @ large number of medical
students. and the lack of medical practi-
tioners is not as keenly felt now as 1t was
fifteen or twenty vears ago. It was then quite
@ common thing for a country town to give
a guarantce to a medical man for a period
of three, four, or five vears if he would
practise in that centre. If it should be neces-
sary in distriets which are far away from
what one might call the ordinary amenitics of
civilisation, I-hope that the Government will
sec their way clear in this connection to
assist the residents in a newly scttled district
where the majority of the people are working
hard in order to make a success of their
undertakings, and where they, perhaps:. mect
with a drought the first vear and find it
difficult to pull round. When a medicz] man
asks for a guarantca before going to such
a place, I hope that the Government will
help the people in regard to the guarantee
to be given. The medical man is the first
essential in a country district. The whole
community feel safe if they know that there
is a medical man within a reasonable dis-
tance, so that, in the event of illness, they
can get medical attention without delay. I
am very pleased the Bill has been introduced,
and I will give it my support.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am very
pleased to hear the complimentarr remarks
made by Opposition members with regard to
this measure,

Mr. MORGAX :

Mr. COLLINS: I am pleased to see them
endorsing the Labour party’s platform. I
heard the hon. member for Murilla claim

I can give you

This is our poliey.
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that it was their platform. If it is the
Country party’s platform, all I can say is

that they arc following in ocur footsteps.
The humanitarian legislation which we have
passed from time to time is in accordance
with our platform. I had better quote the
plank of the platform so that hon. members
opporite  will know where this party is
going—

“ Nationalisation of
ambulances, the medical, chemical,
dental, optical, and nursing professions,
and allied services, and charitable insti-
tutions.,”

hospitals and

Then further on—
¢ Batablishment of State mothers
infants’ homes,
of infant life.”

and
for the better protection

We are going step by step towards our goal.
At the next Labour ‘conference, which meetb
in Queersland. we shall have to consider the
advisahility of bringing our platform more
up to date, secing that we are placing so
many of cur planks on the statute-bock. The
reazon whr this measure has been delayed is
because all reform rests upen finance. You
cannot carry out reform without being able
to finance it. We have fo find the necessary
means to finance this provnosal. I was sur-
prised at the hon. member for Warwick
giving the Bill his blessing, because he must
know. that the scheme is going to be financed
from the ©(Colden Casket” funds. The
£200.600 mentioned by the Minister is, 1 take
it, coming from that source.

Mr. Morcax: He did net say so.
Mr. COLLINS: DPersonally, I heve no
objection, because it is going to do good

to the country parts of Queensland. It is
just as well to remind hon, members opposite
that we represent the country parts of this
Sta The hen. member for Gregory repre-
sent® an area larger than the whole of the
Oppesition put together. We represent the
country parts of Queensland.

Mr. MORGAN :

I challenge that statement.

Mr. COLLINS: I represent a large country
district ; therefore, we can speak on behalf
of the requirements of the country districts.
We understand what pioncering means. I
iomno‘(\d from time to time all over the

Gulf country when I was organising—not in
motor cars, ‘but a large portion of it on
faot. I know the conditions under which our

country folk have to work and live. This
Bill has my whole-hearted support, as it
carries out our humanitarian platfo The

hon. member for Ipswich made reference to
Russia, and that was followed up by the

hon, member for Murilla. I am one of those
who believe that the Russian people can.
govern themselves.

I am not going to hurl insults against a
great nation of 160.000,000 people. We know
that they have got wonderful brain power
there, and that thev are a wonderful coun-
try, and they are well able to look after the
infant life of their country. We are only
commencing to look after the infant life of
our country. As I said before, all reform
rests on finance, and this scheme rests on
the £200.000 which we are gefting from the
“ Golden Casket.”” If we did not have that
money, then we would have to impose some
spoclal tax to carry out this proposal. You
cannot carry out these reforms without pro-
viding the means for carrying them out.

Mr. Collins.}



1872 Maternaty Bill.

Hon. members opposite are continually ery-
ing out against taxation. Perhaps that is
one of the causes which have delayed the
pazsage of this mcasure. At any rate, it has
come at last, and let us hope it will accom-
plish all the good that is expected of it.

Mr. FRY (Kuri’ps): I would like to make
a fow obscrvations on the measure, more
particularly from the standpoint of a criti-
cism of some of the things that surround the
measure.  We know that one of the basic
foods 1oqu1red in connection with maternity
homes is milk food. The supply of milk food
is one of the things that has occupied the
attention of this Chamber. We have an Act
on our statute-book which restricts the opera-
tions of those engaged in dairying., with the
object of seeing that pure milk 1s supplied
to the people.

The SPEAKTER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man will be in order in dealing with that
matter in the Health Act Amendment Bill,
but not on this Bill.

Mr. FRY: I realise that it is a subject
which can also be dealt with on the Health
Act Amendment Bill, but I think it is also
apphcable here, in view of the fact that there

has been such a lot of discussion concerning
the Bill and the women it will benefit. Mem-
bers on the Opposition side are in accord
with anything that is géing to make the con-
ditions of life brighter and better for every-
one on an occasion which might be termed
the holiest of occasions—that is, when a new
being comes into the world. We should make
the cunoundmgs such as befit the occasion,
so that, when a bright soul enters the world
which mav some dax become one of our
leading men—probably a man who will sway
the nation and perhaps sway the world—the
conditions should be such as befit even a
king in the making. Whilst the Government
have been endeavouring to convince us that
they have the welfare “of these children at
heart, they have rcally in actual fact been
parties to waiving the provisions of the
Health Act so as to allow of the pollution of
the milk that is supplied to the baby clinics.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FRY: I have in my hand authority
for what I am saying.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber may deal with that subject on the Health
Act Amendment Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
a terrible indictment of the farmer.

Mr. FRY: It is not an indictment of the
farmer; it is an indictinent of the Govern-
ment. The farmer is a clean-living man,
but the Government override Acts of Parlia-
ment in order to catch votes at election time,
and they ought to be reprimanded in cascs
where thov have shown leniency to certain
men as compared with others.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FRY : When we were speaking about
the baby clinies a few days ago, I said that
it wax part of the scheme that the Nationalist
party laid before the House, but it was not
actedd upon. Members on the Opposition side
are fair-minded men, and they are just as
conversant with the affairs of the State
and with home life as any member sitting
on the other side of the House. 'ihe men
who sit on the Gpposition side are the men
who have hlazed the track in Queensiand.

[Bfr. Collins.

That is
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They are the men who pioneered the coun-
try, and they have had sufficient experience
to allow them to judge what is best; so thev
kave a right to raize their voice 1n praise
of this motion. However, Mr. Speaker, I
will take your advice and deal with this
matter when the Health Act Amendment
Bill comes before the House, and T hope my
remarks will have the effect of bringing the
Government to explain somc of the “dubious
measures which they are administering.

Mr. KERR {(Enoggera): Before the second
reading has passed I would like to say that
the provisions contained in this Bill and the
purposes outlined here have been poached
from the programme of the Nationalist party.
{Government laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! The Bill before
the House is a simple Bill to deal with * the
establishment and maintenance of maternity
hespitals and baby clinies.”” The speeches of
hon. members are becoming largely a repe-
tition of what has been said by previous
speakers. I have no desire to curb discussion,
but I hope the hon. member will not pursue
that line of argument.

Mr KETRR: I do not intend to repeat
anything that has been said in this Chamber.
All the same, T intend to go about it in my
own way. I repeat the assertion which T
have just made, that the Government have
seen fit on this oceasion to poach on the pre-
serves of the Nationalist party.

Mr, DunsTtan:

Mr. KERR: For the information of the
hon. gentleman, I will read out a short extract
from the Nationalist party’s programme on
which we went to the electors at the last
election. There is no gainsaying the fact
that this is part of the Nationalist party’s
programme—

“(¢) The establishment of nursing
homes and a staff of maternity nurses
for the purpose of visiting places distang
from nursing homes.

¢ (d) Extension of baby eclinics.”

That has been on the Nationalist programme
for some time. It is something that we have
advocated on a number of occasions in this
House, because it is legislation that has
beenn wanted for some considerable time.

Dealing with the principles of the Bill,
T see that clause 8 states that all the expenses
of carrying the Act into execution shall be
paid out of moneys to be appropriated by
Parliament.  If the money to carry out this
Rill is obtained from the * Golden Casket”
funds, amounting to £150,000, that money
must first of all be paid into the consolidated
revenue, and then it will be appropriated by
Parliament. I understood from the Home
Secretary some time ago that that money
would be utilised for this purpose, and that
it would be appropriated by Darliament.
We shall have an opportunity of finding out
from the Estimates if that clause is correct, .
and if it is going to call on the revenue of
the State for a considerable amount of
money. If there is something wrong in that
connection, it should be remedied.

That is certainly a joke.

I want to handle just for a moment the
question of buildings under this Bill. I hope
that the nolicy that the Government will
follow will be a sound one and that which
was followed by the previous Administration
urder similar circumstances. To back up my
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argument, I might quote the fact that in
seven vears the amount spent by this Govern-
ment from loan funds on school buildings

was £1,294,611.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
Lier must connect his remarks with the Bill

Mr. KERR: My remarks are connected
with the Bill. It is proposed to erect build-
ings under the measure ouf of revenue or
loan money, and I am pointing out that it
wouid be a good principle to use revenuc
for the erection of these buildings, for the
simple reason that they will not be of a
direcily productive nature. I agree that
bringing a child into the world and keeping
it healthy is a work of a productive nature,
but it is not productive from a financial
standpoint; and, if we are to add the
cxpense of these buildings to our public
debt, the interest is going to be consider-
ably increazed without any hope of return.

1 would also like to know whether the
£5 baby bonus is to be utilised in these
institutions.

The SECRETARY FOR
Federal grant.

Mr. KERR: That is certainly correct;
but I understand the Government are going
to charge people who can pay, and I am
wondering whether the Minister will give an
assurance thai the person who cannot afford
to pay will be called upon to hand over the
€5 baby bonus.

The Secrerary rOR Mines: That is pro-
vided for in clause 7.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is nof
now dealing with the principles of the Bill.
Mr. KERR: Clause 7 rcads—

‘“ Provided that no person shall be
refused the benefits of an institution by
reason of inability to pay therefor.”

Mixes: That is a

That brings me to the point whether it is

proposed to eclaim  the Commonwealth
maternity .allowance. I take it that is

not the intention of the framers of the Bill.
I have here the Federal ¢ Hansard,” but
I will not weary the House by reading it.
It was made plain, however, that the grant
of £5 was made to enable the mother to buy

neecessaries  and get medical and other
attention.
Hon. W. ForeaX SuitH: Do you think

this Bill should relieve the Commonwealth?

Mr. KERR: Whether it should is
another matter. I know a proposal is before
the TFederal Parliament to make a redue-
tion of the allowance in the case of persons
drawing a certain salary, but that does not
enter 1nto our consideration of this Bill.
It is interesting to know that in 1921 some
300 more claims for the maternity allowance
were made than there were births in
Queensland.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. KERR: It shows that not only the
poor take advantage of the maternity allow-
ance, but that every person, rich or poor, has
submitted her claim for the payment, not as
charity, but as a right. I think something
should be included in this Bill to disqualify
cortain persons from taking advantage of
the Bill. Many persons will say that is
objectionable, but it is provided in the Bill
that people who can pay shall do so, although
it does not lay down a maximum income

19225 ¥
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bevond which persons will not be able to
receive free treatment under the measure.
I think the Minister will be well advised to
insert a clause to that effect. We know that
rich people are putting their children into
the Children’s Hospital without paying any-
thing like what it costs to maintain them
there. The same thing applies to the
General Hospital, and the same thing will
apply to the maternity hospitals, and I am
adverse to the State being called upon to
support the children of people who have
money to maintain them.

I am very pleased indeed to see the intro-
duction of such a very necessary social
insurance, as it were, .and I am very pleased
to sce that the Government hava seen fit
to exclude the throwing of any responsi-
bility on the local authorities—a principie
which the Opposition condemned on another
Bill which was before us.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): This is a very
important matter, and one from which great
benefits can come. It is contended by mem-
bers of every party that it is one of the
planks of ite platform. I have heard hon.
members on the Government side assert that
it has been in their platform for many
vears, Certainly it is one of the planks of
the Country party platform, and conse-
quently one of those provisions which we
arc anxious to ree put into effect. I would
point out that the principles of the Bill will
become operative only in such districts of
the State as may be proclaimed by the
Governor in Council for the purposes of the
measure, so that it will not be of general
application. Notwithstanding that the
Government, as part of their policy, may
offer these advantages to women and chil-
dren, the essential point is that up to _date
the only efforts which have been made in
this direction have been by the establish-
ment of baby clinics in the cities, and that
during all the years they have been in power
the Government have not sought to pass
legislation to give them power to do any-
thing of this kind in the country.

Mr. Dasa: What did your party do?

Mr. VOWLES: That is the same old cry.
After seven years thev are putting into
operation their own platform—at least, so
they say. 1 should say, however, that there
scems to be a desire on the part of the
Government to take as many good things
out of the platform of this party as they can.
They have taken many good things this
session, and this is not the least.

The Bill, as I have said, makes provision
for the establishment of maternity hospitals
and baby clinics in the future in districts
whore the Act may be preclaimed. It malkoes

provision, too, for the appoint-

[4 p.m.] ment by the Governor in Council,

upon the recommendation of che
Public Service Commirsioner, of such medical
officers, medical inspectors, nurses, and other
officers as are reauired for the effectual exceu-
tion of this Act. It also authorises the
Minister to call upon officers in other depari-
monts to do whatever work is reguired in
connection with inspection or veluatiou, or
the preparation of plans, specifications, or
cstimates of proposed buildings. Then it
Sﬂyu""
“The Governor in Council may from
time to time ecstablish in such place or
places as may be deemed expedient

Mr. Vowles.]
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within a district, whether in association

with and as part of a hospital estab-

lished by the Government or the man-
agement whercof has been assumed by
the Government or otherwise—

(@) Maternity ho=p1ta\~ for the recep-
tion, care, and treatment of mid-
Wlfely ©ases ;

Hospitals for the treatment of

discases peculiar to women;

(¢) Ante-natal and baby clinics;

(d) Training schools for nurses in
midwifery, in diseases peculiar to
women, and in matters ante-natel
and post-niatal relating to mether-
hood and infant iife;

(b

and msy equip, maintain, and

control the smme.

manage
"y

)

It provides specially that the Geveraor in
Counril may make such provision as he deem
exp-dient for the care, treatment, and nuws-

ing of mothers and infant life in remote
places. That is very indefinite. 1 woenld
like to krow what it really means, So far

az I can sce, there can be no hardand-fast
rule: every case will have to be dealt with
on its merits.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :

Mr. VOWLES: In many places there are
no qualified nurses; the further vou go out
the further away vou get from quahﬁv]
nurses and medical men. In those instances
greater hardships occur than would occur
under other conditions. The facts have to be
faced as they present themselves, When an
infant is about to be born, very often the
mother has very little saved, and she has to
make the best of the situation. Existing
hospitals may use their present premises, or
they may provide further buildings, and the
cost of these is to be borne out of the fund
or defrayed bv the Government. Then pro-

ision is made in regard to the money neces-
sarv to meet the cost of maintenance. man-
agemont and upkecp of any such hospital,
in regard to which 1t save that the Govern-
ment may contribute <noh sums as are from
time fo time appropriated for the purpose.

I quite agree with the last spcaker on the
question of the money being furnithed byr
means of the ¢ Golden Casket.” That is
not the spirit of the Bill. We were told a
few minutes ago that, had it not been for
the ““ Golden Casket,” it would not have
been possible for the Government to give
theze advantages to people in remote places.
The Bill distinctly tells us that whatever
moness are required for the operation of this
Act are to be found by Parliament. I do not
see how Parliament can appropriate money
which has besn raised by the * Gelden
Casket.”

The Sgcrerary For Mives: Where is the
“ Golden Casket” mentioned in this Bill?

My, VOWLES: It i» not mentioned. but
a good deal has beecn said about it by hon.
members on the Government side. In reply
to a quoition by me, one Governmens mem-
ber said that were it not for the ¢ Golden
Casket 7 it would not be possible for the
Government to give these considerations to
the people in the country. The hon. member
for Bovween said that. I point out that there
is no provision for thc\ use of any moneys
except those appropriated by Parliament. T
can understand that it would be possible for
those moneys to be given to hosnital com-
mittees in the form of a grant for the purpose

[Mr. Vowles.

That 1z so.
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of the buyildings themselves, but the cost of
upkeep must be defrayed out of the funds
appropriated by Parliament.

The SECRETARY ¥OR DINES :

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill iz indefinize
regarding the rate of subsidy. If countzy
hos }ntals are going to be asked to undertate
the us2 of their own buildings or the creation
of additional buildings for this purpose, 1t
would be wise to let them know definitely
what the subsids is to be. Two pound: for one
is the usuval subsidy for hospitale. The Min-
jster may say that, under thoso conditions,
the public are asked to find a large propor-
tion of the cost of the building of a ho<pital,
but in regard to additions or now buildings
the whole of it will be fourd by the Govern-
ment. It would be better if, instead of say-
ing that the Government will contribute such
sums as are frem time to time appropriated
for the purpose, the rate of subsidy were
definitely stated.  The committees of the
institutions wotlld then know exactly what
they were doing.

That is so.

This is a Bill for which I wish a specdy
passage. So far as I can see, 1t is a very
desirable measure, regarding which we are
all in agreement.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed.

COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane,
Clause 1—*“ Short title

. Clause 2—¢ Interpretation”—put and passed.
—pub

in the chair.)
’—put and passed

Clause 3—* Constitution of disiricts”
and passed.

Clause 4—* Appointment of officers ’—

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
Do these appointments relate to hospitals

which are already in existence?

The SECRETaRY ¥OR MINes: No.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 5— Establishment by Government

of hospitals, &e’—
Mir. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I have an
amendment to move to this cleuse which I

am quits sure the Minister will ace ept. The
Bill may provide for the granting of a sub-
sidy to exbtmﬁ hospitals, but it does not
malke it plain. T b«w to move the insertion,
on line 31, after the word “ Government,”
of the following words:—

“or by the granting of a subsidy.”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A, J. Jones, Puddington): The amendment
is quite unnecessary. 1 ask the hon. member
to read subrlause (4) of clause 6, which says—

““In connection with any such hoszpital
the capital cost of the purchase and crec-
tion or other acquirement of the neces-
cary site and buildings and all necessary
oquipment thereof shall be defrayed by
the Government; and toward the annual
cost of the maintenance, management,
and upkes *p of any ceuch hospital the
Government may contribute such sums as
are from tlnﬂe to time appropriated for
the purpose.’

The amendment vould add to the Bill some-
thing which is not necessary, and which docs
not make it any better.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
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Clause 5 put and passed.
Clause 6— ¢ Establishment of

3

hospitals by committces ' —-

Mr. KERR (£noggera): 1 beg to move the
insertion in subeclause (4), line 20 page 3,
after the word ¢ Government,”” of the words

“from the consolidated revenue of the
State.”

When I was spcaking on the second read-

ing of the Bill 1 was prevented from refer-

maternity

ring to the fact that certain building: of a
non-productive nature were being crected

out of loan money. That has been more
cspecially the case during the last saven
years During that pericd a sum of
£1.872.000 was expended from loan funds,
and £726,000 was cxpended from revenue.
In previous years several million pounds
were spent from revenue, and a very small
sum was spent from loan funds, I think the
time Is now opportune to prevent the estab-
lishment of such buildings as will be neces-
sary under this Bill from being carried out
by loan money. Loan money should only
be spent on productive works. The revenue
should bear the burden of ecrecting these
buildings. The Government shcould be com-
pelled to live within their means, and they
will not live within their means if they are
rromg to meet revehue commitments out of
loan money. That is my reason for moving
the amendment.

_The Presizr: It is a very unwise restric-
tron.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
A. J. Jones, Paddingtor):
to accept the amendment. The hon. gentle-
man spoke at some length on the second
reading of the Bill “Ithout advancing any
argumeut in favour of the amendment. It
would be foolish to restrict the operations of
the Act by such an amendment. I am not
going to arguc the point with the hon. gen-
tlonmn. I regard the amendment as some-
what of an obstructive character. The hon.
gentleman himself described the Bill as a
perfect measure, therefore, why hamper it
with this amendment? I do not propose to
accept 2n amendment to restrict the Bill in
its operations with respect to such a worthy
object,

Mr. KERR (Enoggera):
agreement with the Bill. My amendment is
not obstructive at all. The remark by the
Minister is quite unjustified, and I am not
going to be accused of obstructing this Bill.
Instead of speaking on the second reading
for my full time of forty minutes, I took
only soven or eight minufes.

The Premter: That is a novelty.

Mr. KERR : I am not going to be accused
of obstructing the Bill. I have moved the
amendment to protect the State against the
Government.  Loan money should not be
invested in such a way as to increase the
interest payments on our public debt. The
time i3 ripe when we should cease expendi-
ture for such works as these from loan
money.

The SecreTsry ror Mives: I will give you
an assurance that no loan monev will be used
in connection with this worl.

Mr. KERR: If the Minister is prepared
to do that, he should accept the amendment.
It is merely a protection clause.

Hon., W. Forean Syira: The hon. member
is trying to strangle the Bill and make it
inoperative,

Amendment (Mr. Kerr) put and negatived.

(Hon.
I do not propose

I cxpressed my
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Mr. BELL (Fassifern): I would ask the
Minister how the Government intend to
finance or subsidise the various hospitals con-
ducting maternity wards. I would like to

Qirect his atte’ltlon to a hospital which did

not p'u*lmpate in the dlatqhunon of “Golden

Casket ’ funds, becauwse it was in a good
financial position. I refer to the Boonah
Hospital. That hospital was penalised

because its finances were kept in a sound
condition. The Home Secrectary, in reply
to an application for participation in the
funds, stated under date 30th August, 1922—

“Sir,—I have the honour to inform-

vou that the distribution of the first
moiety of the proceeds of the ‘ Golden
Casket’ Art Union for the current finan-

cial year has been made, the hospitals
participating in the distribution being
those which are in a weak financial posi-
tion, Your hospital’s financial position
is such that assistance from the ‘ Golden
Casket’ funds for the current year is
deemed nct to be required, and for that
reason your hospital has not been in-
cluded in this year’s distribution.”

That is not a fair proposition at all. That
hospital was penalised because it had an
energetic hospital committec who had made
p1ov1510n for the future. The money from
the “ Golden Casket” funds could have been
used in_extending the hospital, and in erect-
ing additions which are very badly needed.
The committee have carried on in a prudent
wav, at all times meeting the needs of the

district; but they have not bgen able to
recommend certaln Improvements, because
they would seriously affect their financial

position. For carrying on in a prudent way
they have been penalised. TIs ‘this sort of
thing going to continue? If it is, there will
be no inducement for any hospital committee
to be energetic and collect funds. If they
do, they will be penalised. It would be very
much better for them to expend their funds
in erecting the necessary improvements, for
then they could claim some share of the
“Golden Casket’ funds. I hope the Minis-
ter will give an assurance that the hospital
will not be so treated in the future.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): I understand that
the Home Secretary, in the first place, dis-
tributed the ‘‘ Golden Casket’ funds on a
maintenance cost basis. Some of the hospi-
tals received fairly good sums, When the
most recent distributions were made it was
thought that some hospitals had more meney
than they required for this year, and the
method of distribution adopted was by giving
money to those hospitals that were most in
need of it. Probably the Home Secretary’s
first distribution was the more just. The
hospital mentioned by the hon. gentleman
was not the only one singled out. It was
not singlod out and penalised.

BrLL: The Home Secrotary said that
H h(«\pj‘rala would participate.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: So they
did. Until the recent distributions that
hospital received its share of the funds on a
malntenance cost basis.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 move the
omission, on lines 23 and 24, page 3, of the
uords—

“May ocontribute such sums as are
from tlme to time appropriated for the
purpose.’

Mr. Morgan.]
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with a view to inserting the words—
““ Shall contribute two pounds for each

one pound subseribed by local subsecrip-
tions.”’

We have that principle in force with respect
to our local hospitals which have not been
nationalised by the Government, and =
similar provision should operate in connec-
tion with maternity hospitals. It would be
quite unfair for the (fovernment to grant
£2 for each £1 subscribed towards the main-
genance of general hospitals, and then erect
a maternity ward and only subsidise it to
the extent of one-half or one-third of the
upkeep, and, whers the people happen to
be charitably disposed, to donate nothing
at all

The Premier: Some hospitals may be
entitled to a greater subsidy than others.
A hospital which is established in a district
where there is only a sparse population may
require a greater rate of subsidy than other
hospitals.

Mr. MORGAN: There are only two just
ways of financing hospitals. One is by
nationalising all hospitals and making them
a charge on the consolidated revenue; the
other 1s by contributing a certain propor-
tion, according to the amount subscribed
local ly. It is not a right thing that people
who are charitably disposed and recognise
their responsibilities towards those in dis-
tress should be penalised by another section
of the community who neglect their duty.

The Premizr: Even members on your own
side have advocated commencing in_ far
distant places. That is quite right, and the
hospitals in those places will require more
assistance than others.

Mr. MORGAN: The records will show
that country hospitals in the far distant
places are financial. They have never gone
to the Government, like the city hospitals,
and asked the Government to take them
over. All the hospitals in my clectorate are
financial; because the country peaple are
more chauta,bly disposed than the people in
the city. The pcople in the city consider
it to be the duty of the Government to
finance these institutions. When they are in
a bad wav, along comes a deputation to the
Minister pleading poveriy. and saying
“We are not able to meet our 1esponsl~
bilitics, and, unless you take over the
hospitzl, we will have to close it up.” No
man will «llow a hospital to be closed up
and the sick be forced to go without medical
attention. No Government will permit a
hospital to be closed up. As a matter of
polwv the Government, no matter what
Government it might be, would be forced to
grant assistance to such an m<t1tut10n T am
one of those who bzlieve in helping those
who help themselves., 1 do not believe in
encouraging people to imposze on the Govern-
ment or on any section of the community.
A% present the clause leaves if open to too
much political control. There may be some
hosnital which is hmnmallv embarrassed,
and, if an appnral is made to the Minister on
the eve of an clection. in order to sccure a
certain amount of kudos for their political
candidate, the Government are likely to use
the consolidated revenue for the purpose of
assisting the hospital, when they are not
jusily entitled to do so. 1 hope the Minister
will sec the justice of my amendment, and
accept it. It is placing a certain amount of
responsibility on the local people, and we

[Mr. Morgan.
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Juestions.

should place a certain amount of responsi-
bility on the local people. Speaking from
a country point of view, I say we arc pre-
pared to shoulder our share of the responsi-
bility. We do not want to Dbe continually
spoon-fed by the Government. This is a
very liberal Bill, as it provides for the
erection and furnishing of vna‘rclnltv wards
at the cost of the State. That is fair,
because it gives the same assistance to the
country districts as it does to the towns;
bui it iz not right to say that the upkeep of
baby clinics or maternity homes in the city
shall bo paid for out of consolidated
revenue, and that in country distriets, where
the peoplie are more charitably disposed, the
Government shall  only contribute one-
quarter of the cost of upkeep. The Govern-
ment should be prepared to treat all sections
of the community alike.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
A J. Jones, Paddington) :
to acrept the amendment.

At 430 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Standing Order No. 307 and of tho Ses-
sional Ovder agreed to by the Iouse on
30th August, I shall now leave the chair
and make my report to the IHouse.

(Hon.
I do not propose

The House resumed.
The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the
sitting.

QUESTIONS.

Crrovrar ISSUED BY ACTING SECHETARY TO
ProvisioNal CoUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS (Pittsworth) asked
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-—
“ Does he consider the following state-
ment, contained in a printed circular
issued by Mr. J. F. McCaffrov, acting
secratary to the Provisional Council of
Agriculture, viz:—

Your centre should have a voice in
the clection of couneiilors, because all
primary producers will he subject to
the provisions of the Act. whether
members of a Registered Tocal Pro-
ducers’ Association or not—

to be in accordance with his own state-
ment made in this House regarding the
Bill on 26th July, 1922, viz. :—

There is no compulsion for anyonc
to come under the Bill?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR
AND STOCK (Ilon. W. N. Gillies, Zueham)
replied—

¢ Not exactly; but surely the honour-
able gentleman does not expect me to
scrutinise cvery line writtan by the secre-
tary to the Provisional Council. Further.
it shonld be obvious to the most indifferent
Queenslander that, while there is mno
compulsion under the Act, the action of
Thu mqam~”10n must wmll‘ affect every

primary producer in the State, hence the
sou'c‘tars’q advice, Tho hostility of the
honourable gentleman to the scheme
suggests the idea that he must be in the
pay of the middieman.”
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TraxsFer OF CoMMONWEALTH FLOUR MILLING
CoMpaNY’S BUSINESS 70 BRISBANE ; EXPORTS
AND IMPORTS or WHEAT.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba)
asked the Secrctary for Agriculture and
Stock—

“1. Has he secn the Presz reports of
the intention of the Commonwealth Flour
Milling Company to transfer the groater
portion of its milling business to Bris-
bane, and that the Warwick Farmers’
Co-operative Ailling Company arc con-
sidering the cstablishment of a Co-opera-
tive Farmers’ DLl in Brisbane?

2. As it iz asserted that the policy
of the Queenzland Wheat Pool is account-
able for the change of location, and as
such centralising of milling in the city
of Brisbanc tends to further deplete the
population of our country distriets, will
he immediately bring this matter before
the Aguieultural Council for their con-
sideration ?

3. What amount of whent has been
exported overscas from the l#t January,
1822, to the present date?

“4. What amcunt of wheat has bean
import~d inte  Queenslend  during  the
same pericd 7’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
AND STOCK replied—
“1. Yes.
“2. Yes.
‘3. 975,595 bushels.

“4. No wheat has been imported from
overseas. No record is kept of wheat
brought from Southern States, and to

ascertain the quantity manifests for that
period will have to be searched.”

IMMIGRANTS ARRIVED STNCE 1ST JANTARY.
Mr. SWAYNE (Jérani) asked the Chief
Secrotary—

1. What is the total number of immi-
grants who have entered Queensland dur-
ing the six months commencing 1st
Janunary last?

“2. Of this number, how many were
agriculturists or intending to embark jn
agricultural op.rations in Queensland 9

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoc) replied—

“1. 764.
“2. Nearly all.”

CONSTITUTION OF BOARD FOR INKERMAN
IRRICATION AREA.

Mr. BEBBINGTON {(Drayton) asked the
Treasurer—

“ 1. Was the Inkerman Irrigation Area
estublished under the Water Conserva-
tion and Ttilisation Act of 1910, as stated
by the Auditor-General?

2. As the Act provides for four modes
of «ppointing a Board—

() By the appointment of a lacal
#uthority or a water authority having
jurisdiction within the area to be the
Water Sutpls Board:

(b) By the appoiniment of the mem-
bers of the Board by the Governor in
Couuneil;
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{¢) By the election of the members
of the Board by the ratepayers within
the area?

() By the election of some members
of the Board and the appointment of
others—

will he say under which of thes» modes
the Inkerman Water Board was appoint-
ed?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillegos) replied—

“1. Yes.

2. The Board consists of three mem-
bers, two of whom arc el-cted by the
ratepayers and one appointed by the
Governor in Council.”

CoxTrOL AND CTRRICULTM OF WORKERS’
EnrTcATIONAL  ASSOCIATION.
Mr. VOWLES (Dualby) asked the Secrctary
for Public Instruction—

“1. Referring to the Increase in the
vote for the Workers’ Educational Asso-
ciation from £1,700 to £3,000. and his
«tatement appearing in the ¢ Courier”
of 22nd September, 1822—° That the
Workers” Iducational Association was
really controlled by the Senate of the
Jniversity of Queensland —is it a fact
that the last annual report of the dirvector
of this as:ociation contains the following
pazsage:

Our relation to the trade union and

Labour movement has, during the past

vear, shown a slight improvement, the

number of affiliated organisations hav-
ing increased from fifteen to nineteen?

“ 2 Is ‘Marxian Fconomics’ one of the
subjects taught under the auspices of
this arsociation ?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replicd—

““1. No report of the nature indicated
was issued by the Director of the Work-
ers’ Educational Association. I under-
stand, however, that such a statement did
appear in the last annual report issued
by the council of that association.

2. Yes, this is the general title under
which all schools of economic theory are
explained.”

ADVERTISING STATE RESROTURCES IN ¢ DALY
STANDARD.”
Mr. T. R. ROBERTS asked the Premicr—

1. Is the paragranh appearing in the
issue of the ‘Daily Standard’ of 22nd
September, headed—

“ QUEENSLAND’S  WONDERFUL  PossI-
RILITIES.
‘“A LAND OF PROVISE FOR INTEXDING

SETTLERS.
ns of new arrivals want-d to
lop her murcellously rich
reas.
charged as an advertisement?

“ 2. If so charged, what is the cost?™
The PREMIER replied—

“1. Yes.

“2. 87 10

i

s
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SPEECH BY SECRETARY F)8 AGRICULTURE IN
SYDNEY DOMAIN  PROTESTING  LACAINST
IXDUSTRIAL Poricy or Iviw SotuTH VWALES

GOVERNMENT.
Mr. J. H. C.  ROBERTS (Piltsworth),
svithout notice, asked BIr. Bell {Z'assifern)—
“1 Was he in the 3ydney Domain on

Sund 17th instant, when a Mr. W. N.
Gitlios is reported to have addressed a
large meeting in that place? Iz the 3r.

Gillies referred to the same person as
the Secrctary for Apgriculture of this
State?

2. Did Mr. Gillies really have the
audacity to criticise the action of the

Fuller Gf)\'m‘nnmnf in reducing the wages
of the workers of New South Wales?”

Mr. BELL (Fassifsrn) replied—

“1. Yoo, our Mr. Gillies addressed a
meeting there on that ovecasion, uut it
was very peorly attonmd and very little
intorest was dl\])laved in the proceed
e was amongst the usual crowd of
speakers usually assem? Jlod at that place.
including Comumunists W.W.s, and
preachers of similar d‘~HI‘(I and fantastic
doctrings,

2. Yes, he had the astonnding audac-
ity to do So even in face of the fact that
he himself had only recently taken a
prominent part in reducing the wages
of the workers of this State asnd dE‘pl‘V
ing State employees of the right of access
to the Arbitration Court.”

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : What were you
sloing there? (Opposition laughter.)

ATUDITOR-GEN

Mr. TAYIOR (

asked the Premier—

“When are hon. members likely to
receive the Auditor-General’s report 7

The PREMIER replied-—

“I am not able to answ er the question

ofthand, but I will make inquiries and
inform the hon. member to-morrow.”

AL’S REPORT.
wdsor), without notice,

—

SERtM 10 REMEDY CONTACIOUS ABRORTION IN

CATTLE.
Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo),
asked the Secretary for
btock—

without notice,
Agriculture and

“ Has his attention been drawn to the
reported discovery by an FEnglish vete-
rinarian of a serum to remedy contagious
abortion, and will hc investigate the
claim and if possible. securc a supply
in order to assist daun“en whose cattle
may be visited with ‘an attaek of this
disease 77

The SECRETARY FFOR AGRICTULTURE
AND STOCK (Hon W. N, Gillies, Taclzam)
replied—

‘ My attention has not been drawn to
tha article in qguestion, but T thank the
hon. member for calling my attention to

11 nml I will certainly make full in-
quiries.’

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. FE’TRICKS (South Brishancy: 1
e 110 to make a personal oxplanabou
The SPEAKER: Is it ﬂle pleasure of the
IT(\uao that the hon. memher for South Rris-
hare be allowed to make a personal explana-
ion ?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS :

[Jr, Ferricks.

Hear, bivar!

TASSEMBLY.]

Maternity Bill.

Mr. FERRICKS: On Friday ‘11ght last,
“hon speaking on the amendment 1 moved
in connection with the Brisbane Tramway
Trust Bill, it appeared to me that the leador
of the Opposition was launching
statemeats with the idea of ondfavourmg t0
build up a case from the renlies made in the
way of affirmation or denial. Amongst other
inaccuracies, the leader of the Opposition
szid that the Premier had shown opposition
to the amendment which T moved. So far
from that being true, the Premier astually
assisted me in gaining the declaration of the
Committee regarding the removal of the
embargo from the men who have been vie-
timised by the Brisbane Tramw Company
during thL past ten years. The hon. gentle-
man also said that I had gone behind the
bucks of the members of this party and
sprung the amendment on the second read-
iug of the Bill. That statement is also not
in evcordance with fact. Tvery member of
the party whom I consulted was quite agrec-
able to the amendment being inserted.

Mr. Vowirs: That was after the Bill was
introdiced.

Mr. FERRICKS: It was before the Bill
was introduced. I mention that in fairness
to meself and to the members of this party.

GovERNMENT MeMEBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. Vowres: You only consulted
members of the party.

some

ASSENT TO BILLS.

The SPEAXER announced the receipt of
messages from His Excellency the Governor
Lxce lency’s assent to the

following Bills
Primary Produch Pools Bill;
British Imperial Oil Company’s
wavs and Works Bill;
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts

Tram-

Amendment Bill; and
Fruit Cases Acts Amendmeni Bill.

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed :—-

Report of the Agent-General of Quecens-
land for the year 1921

MATERNITY BILL.
ResTarerioN OF COMMITTEE.
(Ar. Kirwan, Brishane, in the
Clause 66— Fstablishment of maternity
hospituls by committees V—on which  Mr.
Mergan (Ifurilla) had moved the omission,
on lint 5 23 and 24, page 3, of the words—
‘may contribute such sums as are from
time to time appropriated for the
purpose,”’

chair.)

with a view to inserting the words—
““shall contribute two pounds for each
one pound subscribed by local subscrip-
tions '—

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla):
Minister to give some reason why
going to accept the amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hoa.
A, J. Jones, Paddington): I do not propose
to aceapt the amendment, a= we want to have
a free hand in the matter of subsidy. There
may be some places where a greater subsidy

I would like the
he is a0t



Land Acts Amendment Bill, [26 Smpruvsrr.] Loand Acts dmen memt Bill.

than £2 for £1 will be required. We intend
‘t0 start in places where we shall have to
‘bear the whole of the cost for some time, and
1 cannot accept the amendment for that
reason. 'There may be other places more
fortunately situated where a subsidy of £1
for £1 will be sufficient, or where even less
will be required. 1 ask the hon. member to
leave the Bill free in this matter and give
it a trial on the lines I have suggested.

Amendment (Mr. IHorgan) put and nega-
tived.

Clause 6 put and passed.

Clause T—¢ Power to make regulations ’—
put and passed

Clause 8—*“ Exprnses to be paid out of
moneys appropriatsd ’—

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): 1 recollect that a
few months ago the Home Secretary made
a definite statement which was published in
the papers that the bush-nursing scheme was
going to be paid for out of the proceeds of
the © Golden Casket,” and I would like to
know how, in that CBFP the money is going
to be appropriated b) Parliament. The
Minister, by interjection, stated that he did
not say that the scheme was to be paid for
by such proceeds, but hon. members behind
him made no mistake about it, and we mighs
just as well know where we are. )

Clause 8 put and passed.

Clause 9— Annusl
passed.

report "—put  and

The Housc vesumed.

The CHairMax reported the Bill witheut
amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made
.an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

LAND ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
IxirIATION,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. J. H. Coyne, Tiarrego): 1 beg to
:move—

“ That the House will, at its present
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the
Land Acts, 1910 to 1920, the Closer Settle-
ment Acts, 1806-1917, the Jimbour Selec-
tiong Act of 1919, ‘and the Discharged
Soldiers’ Settlement Aects, 1917 to 19‘70
in certain particulars.”

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): It may be desir-
able to introduce this Bill, but it might also
be desirable to amend the Land Acts in many
ways, and I think we should have mors
information as to these proposed alterations
before we agrec to the motion, otherwise the
Opposition will be forced to move the dele-
tion of the words ““in ecertain particulars.”
It might, for instance, be very desirable to
-do away with the e-rrvbmrro on freehold tenure.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will
not be in ovder in discussing such defails at
this stage.

Mr. VOWLES: I want to move the delu-
tion of these words, otherwise we zhall not
be able to propose the amondments we desive,

The SPEAKER: This is ouly a formal
stage.  The hen. member can move that

amendment in Committee.
Question put and passed.
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INITIATION IN COMMITTEF.
(Mr. Kirean, Brizbane, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego): I beg to
move—

“ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Land Acts, 1910
to 1920, the Closer Settlement Acts, 1906-
1917, the Jimbour Selections Act of 1918,
and the Dl‘Ch(Llﬁ"e:d Soldiers’ RDettleme nt
Actx, 1917 to 9’0, in certain particulars.”

1 may mform the leader of the Opposition
that the object of this Bill is to remove a
number of anomalies which have been dis-
closed in our present Land Acts, and which
occur in all Acts of Parliament. Ouc of the
ohjects of the Bill is to expedite the occupa-
tion of land. We also wish to give the Land
Court authority to publish a calendar of its
work for the year, as the Supreme (Lourt
does now. The Jimbour Selections Act of
1919 has served its purpose, full advantage
having been taken of it; "md now that the
necessity for its existence does not exist, 1t
is proposed to repeal it. 1t is also intendad
to validate certaln acts of the Minister in

affording relief to tenants of the Crown
throughout the State without statutory
authority.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The Minister

might have gone further than he has done.
How often have we complained on this side
of the House about that compulsory 10 per
cent. penalty, and how often has the Minis-
ter told us that he has no option in the
matter—that it is a statutory penalty and
he must impose it?

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Laxts: I have
reduced it in some cases, and I want the
Houze to validate what I.have done. While

the law stands as it is, I must take each case
on 1its merits,

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman has
dealt with certain cases, and he wants us to
validate his action. We want to alter the
law so that he will have a general power

of discriminating in regard to the

[5 p.m.] imposition of this penaltv When

the Aect came into cxistence i
was not intended that it should be a hard
and fast rule that a 10 per cent. penalty
should be imposed, particalarly when for-
feiture took place under adverse circum-
stances. It is all right to impose a penalty
on & man w ho can pay and will not pay, but
vou would not expect a p'L“ nbroker to charge
10 per cent. if a man were not able to pay.

One of the things w hx(‘n has retarded our
progress in soldier settlement a good deal
has been the fact that the soldicr has been
in a worse position than the civilian, in that
he has to hold his land for ten years before
he can scil, except to another soldier. Very
often yvou find that a man starts on a soldier
sottlement with the best intentions. After he
hai boen there for some considerable time
it is recognised by the supervisor of the settle-
ment and by his own comrades that he has
not boen intended by naturc for that class of
work. He has received a loan, portion of
which has been sunk in Imprm(\monts and
portion in wages, Nevertheless there is a
Hability., and the man is disinclined to carry
out his contract with the Crown. The result
is that the aooum‘rv of the Crown is being
,qemdxcorl and the advance which was made
15 being Jost. In many cases a good deal
of it could be saved were power given to

HMr. Vowles.]
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that man to sell when he had the
tunity.
on him,

The SECRETARY FOR PUbLic LaxnDs: Don’t
you think it is a fair thing that the Govern-
ment  should realisc whatever can be
realised ?

Mr. VOWLES: A civilian can transfer in
five years, but a soldier has to be therc ten
years before he can sell to other than another
soldier. Many opportunities of dispesing of
the land are lost as a result.

The SECRETARY FOR Pupric Lawps: The
only opportunities that are lost are oppor-
tunities for trafficking in land, and that is
what we want to prevent.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not agree with that.
I come in contact with tho practical side
of the business, and I kno:w that many
soldiers miss the opportunity of selling their
land merely because of the fact that they
cannot get another soldier to take it up.
Had they the opportunity of selling to any-
one, they would be able to get cut with some
of their money, and the ioan would be pro-
tected. The Land Acts do not permis of land
being selected under a frechold title, and
they prohibit the sale of land of which the
freehold may be obtained. I think the time
has arrived, if we are to do any good
towards developing Quecnsland and 1making
land settlement atbractive, schen we should
ask the Government to consider whether they
should not revise their plaiform in respect
of fand tenure. You cannot expect people to
come here under a form of tenure which is
less attractive than that which opcrates in
other States. Our desire is to get immigra-
tion, and to sceure capital which will create
employment. If our jand laws are not as
good as those of the other States, I do not
sce_how we can expect people to come here,
I do not propcse to move the deletion of
the words *“in certain particulars,” but I
will content myself with the references 1
have made. I do not want to waste time in
beating the air, because I do not suppose
such an amendment would be accepted. this
is the time when we should suggest amend-
ments, and I am taking advantage of this
opportunity to place them before the
Minister,

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): After the many
yoars’ experience we have had of the pre-
sent land laws, it must be recognised that
the time has arrived when there should
be an alteration of the policy of the Govern-
raent.  The Minister in charge of the Lands
Department, who has had a certain amount
of practical experience, must admit that the
Act is not in_accordance with our require-
ments, nor will it enable us 'to settle the
lands of Quecnsland. Land settlement is the
most important matter with which we have
to deal to ensurc the future development of
the State. I think that our conditions should
be much more attractive than those operating
in any other part of Austrzlia. Unfortu.
nately they are not. We have the land;
we have the facilities; we have a large
mileage of railway; we have country opened
up; but unfortunately we have not the
people to settle those lands, hecause our
tand conditions are not attractive enough.
There is no reason why we should not have
double or treble our present population. We,
as sensible men, are sent here to do the
best we can for the State. Wo must ask
ourselves why it is that the people are not
coming to Qucensland to settle on the land.

[Mr. Voules.

1 oppor-
There is too big a restriction plssed
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We must also ask ourselves why it is that
the people of Queensland are not going from
the centres of population and settling upon
the land; also, why it i« that the people of
Quecnsland are leaving the land and coming
into the cities,

The Secritary FOR PusLic Laxps: Why
not ask those questions of Australia, not of
Queensland alone?

Mr. MORGAN: Some of the States have
not got the land to settle owing to the fact
that it is already alicnated, and, being
scttled in small arcas, is put to the very best
use.  We must solve those three questions.
With the Land Aects now in operation, we
are not going to solve them. The time has
corae when we should go fully into our land
laxes with a view to bringing about a better
state of affairvs, I would like to see an
amendment moved for the deletion of those
words ‘“in certain particulors,” if only for
the purpose of placing it on record that we
are attempting to get placed upon the
statute-book a plank of the Country party’s
platform. The Premier has adopted many
of the planks of the Country party. He has
adopted our policy in regard to the organisa-
tion of the farmcrs, and we had to-day 2
Bill which adopts our pelicsy in respect to
the ireatment of the sick and distressed in
country areas, Why not go still further and
adopt the Countrr party’s policy with respect
to land tenure? The Goverrment might take
the wind out of our sails if they did that.
For the good of Queensland generally we
should cndeavour to bring about an altera-
tion of the land law:. I understood from the
Minister’s explanation that one of his rea-
sons for bringing about an aiteration is that
he may malke legal reductions in, or totally
abolish, certain penalties Imposed upon
settlers who are in distress. I know that the
Minister has taken that action. I am pleased
that he has looked upon those cases in a
sympathetic manner, and has realised that
the distress has been caused by circumstances
over which the men have had no control. I
am prepared to assist him to make legal the
action he has taken. For some considerable
time I have pointed out that, during periods
of depression, the section which provides that
the Minister must impose a 10 per cent.
penalty on these people is cruel and unjust
in its operation, It is what you would expect
from a Jew who extorts a large amount of
interest from the poor, unfortunate, person
who gets into his grip, and is not able to
pay the amount due under the contract. I
admit that in certain cases the Minister has
acted in a liberal manner, and he has every
justification for asking this House to legalise
his actions in that direction. I would like to
see the Act amended so that Ministers at all
times could meet those in distress. The 10
per cent. penalty is 2ll right in the case of
those who can afford to pay their rent.
but who, by not paying, are making usc of
the monev of the Government. 'That section
might bring them to book.

The SECRETARY TOR PUsLIC LANDS:
was the object of the scction.

Mr. MORGAN: I moved for a reduction
5 per cent.,, but I was told br Ar. Den-

That

hsm that the penalty weall have to be
higher than the bank rate of interest. which

at that time was about 7 per cent., so as to
prevent people making use of Government
moner at 5 per cent., instead of horrowing
from a bank at 7 per cent. I ol:so think thac
the Minister should have had discretiona
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power to meet cases of distress. It must be
admitted that cattle men to-day are making
considerable losses. Some of them have been
actually ruined and have lcft their homies;
others are being carried on from day to
day by the banks, who have restricted their
spending power, and have told them that
they must not employ one man on the pro-
perty because their overdrafts are too great;
and the prospects are not bright. That not
only means uncmployment, but it mean: that
the men cannot pay their rental. The rentals
imposed by the Land Court are very exces-
sive., They are fixed for a period of seven
years, which deeision is arrived at on the facts
submitted for the previous seven vears, dur-
ing which time probably excellent profits
were made. We have our cycles of weasons.
Almest every ten years we have our drought
periods.  The Act should be amended to
relieve the unfortunate seitlers during periods
of depression. The individual has no control
over such depression. IHe has not been a
loafer; he has not come to the city to wuste
hiz money; and he has not been responsible
for his property not being a payable proposi-
tion at such times. The conditions are due
to drought or depression of the muorkets. If
the rental of a cattle property is, say, 50s.
per square mile, the Minister should have
power to reduce that be one-half or more, as
he thinks desirvable, during a period of depres-
sion.  Since 1914 we have not had what you
could call one full good vear. T do not blame
the Labour Government for that.

Mr. STOPYORD: You are very generous.

Mr. MORGAN: But it is a strange coin-
cidence that the bad times should «tart when
the Labour party tool control. The lot of
the men on the land has been difficult over
since the Government came into power. 1 do
not know whether Providence*has been help-
ing in any way. I am not referring to the
sheep men; they are in a very different posi-
tion from cattle men. The Minister is a
practical man, and knows all sbout droughts
and the periods of depression which obtain
in some districts, and he knows the condi-
tions that some of his friends who live in
those distriets have to put up with. He
knows that there should be some power to
cnable him to remit or reduce rents to assist
people during periods of drought and depres-
ston. I am sorry that the Bill is only
intended to amend the Aect in the special
directions referred to by the motion.

The SecrerarY For PusLic Lawns: The
time is over-ripe for consolidating the Land
Act.

Mr. MORGAN: That is what I am con-
tending. We have been scssion after session
since 1910 tinkering with the Act here and
tinkering with it there, and making small
amendments to suit the party in power for
the time being. That hus done no good.
The whole of the land laws should be consoli-
dated this session.  If we wait until next
sossion, it will mean a year lost, and a vear
wasted in land settlement in Queensiand is a
very serious thing. look forward to the
time when, under different conditions and
under a different Government, we shall have
more liberal land laws, which will cause a
rush of people from the cther States and
other parts of the world the same as we
had during the wvears 1907, 1208, and 1908,
when people flocked from all parts of the
world to =elect land in Queensland.  They
did that because the conditions here were
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better than those in
Australia.

VThe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIc Lanps: They
did so because more sheep country was made
available then than has been made since.

Mr. MORGAN : The Minister should make
the conditions attractive, and give the land
away if neccssary. People should be given
a block of land on which they can make a
living under certain conditions. There should
not be any bargaining as to what the rental
should be, We have our feeders to the rail-
ways, and, if the people are able to make
a livirg, that will mean more revenue in the
way of railway freights and income taxation.
If a man on the land is not able to earn
sufficient income to be taxable, he should not
be called upon to pay any rental to the Go-
vernment, and should be assisted. Until all
the conditions ars made very much brighter,
we shall not get people to go on the land.
We want to make the conditions such that
people will leave other avocations for the
purpc:c of settling on the land. I am very
sorry thot the Minister Is not bringing in a
consolidating Land Bill so that we can go
into these inatters in detail and bring about
a better system of land settlement. I hope
the Government and the Labour party will
alter their policy and proclaim that they are
in favour of giving a man the freehold of a
living area, whatever that area may be.
trust thay the Government will come down
from the clouds and vecognise the fact that,
until they introduce a Bill that will enable a
man to hold a living area as frechold, they
are not going to get the lands of Queensland
settled es they should be settled, and the
State is not going to make the progress it
should malke,

Mr. CORSER (Durnett): 1 am sorry that
the Minister has not seen fit to introduce a
more comprehensive measure, and one con-
taining the amendment that has been
suggested by members of the Opposition
from time to time. The Land Act 1s one
of the most important Acts on our statute-
beok. Probably it is second to mone on the
statute-book, and there are many amend-
ments that are desired. I refer particularly
to an amendment making frechold qp@xon.a,l.
I would like also to refer to the injustice
of the 10 per cent. fine for the late payment
of rent, and the provision under the Dis-
charged Soldiers’ Settlement Act which pro-
vides that a soldier must live on his selection
ten years before he is permitted to sell it
to anyone other than a soldier. Men take
up land with all sorts of hopes, and, when
thote hopes have been dashed to the ground,
there is no reason why they should not have
a chance of getting out to the best advan-
tage. 1 do not want to make possible r
system of dealing in lands, but the condi-
tions applying to soldier settlements should
not be more stringent than those applying
to the ordinary settler. If the Government
would give to every soldier settler the free
hold of kis land, they would be doing some-
thing that would be of benefit to the State,
and it is the least they should do. T would
also like to see an amendment brought in
to malke some better provision for the valua-
tion of grazing selections. I do not know
that the Land Court is providing all that
iz essential for the successful carrying out
of rural occupations. There seems to be
some alteration required to enable the
assessors or valuers to arrive at the tfrue
carrying capacity of a selection. It seems

My, Corser.]

any other part of
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to me that the assessing commissioners
rerommend an increase on every occaslon,
although sometimnes there is a deterioration
in the carrying capacity of the property.
A selector may ringbark his grazing selec-
tion, and, as a result, it becomes heavily
infested with undergrowth, and he finds that
it should net have been ringbarked. Yet,
when the next reappraisement period comes
round, an Increasc is made in his rental.
The assessing rangers should qualify in some
way or another. At the present time in
the administration of the Land Court it
looks as though a bloodhound had been put
on the grazing sclectors to extract the last
penny out of them, and small people who
only have a living area are being victimised.
We should give some surety of tenure in
connection with those selections that are
not likely to be required for other purposes,
in order to enable the sclectors to borrow
money and improve their holdings.

My. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): There are
many sections in the Land Act that we
would like to see amended, but the words
“in certain particulars” in the motion will
prevent that being done. I notice that it is
proposed to amend the Discharged Soldiers’
Settlement Act, and I wish to refer to one
feature of that Act. The leader of the
Opposition and the hon. member for Burnett
also referred to the matter. It concerns
certain soldier settlers in my electorate, and
I know that great hardships are being
suffered in two or three cases. I would like
to ask the Minister if it will be possible to
insert in the Bill some provision which will
permit the soldier, under certain ecircum-
stances, to sell his block to a private citizen
when there is no soldier available to purchase
it?

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic L.ANDS: Surely

you do mnot propose that as a general
principle ?

Mr. FLETCHER: I do, under certain
circumstances, and at the Minister’s dis-
cretion.  The Act is too rigid at pre-
sent, I know of very genuine cases

where 1t would be in the interests of the
$itate, and in the interesis of the soldiers,
if they could sell their selections. I brought
a case under the notice of the Minister
where the settler was not physically capable
of developing the land. The Minister told
me that the Act would not permit him to
give the case any consideration. That soldier
is not making a living, and never will make
a living, because he is not strong enough; but
his ill-health is not sufficient to enable him
to get a medical certificate. e can make a
very good sale to a private citizen, but he
cannot get a soldier to take up his block.
Under the circumstances, he should have
that right. It seems to me to be wrong
that he should be compelled to hold that
land for ten years.

The SECrRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: Does it
not occur to you that he has no right to
sell a thing that does not belong to him?

Mr. FLETCHER: He has borrowed a
certain amount of money and spent it on
improvements, and he has put in two or
three years’ work, and, if he can sell it at a
slightly enhanced value to recoup him for
his improvements, he should be permitfed
to do so. I ask the Minister to do some-
thing to remedy that difficulty in the Act.
It must be general throughout the State,
because the two hon. members who have
already spoken have referred to it, and no

[Hr. Corser.
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doubt they know of special inslances where
injustices have occurred. It is a great hard-
ship to those men, and it was never intended
that they should be harshly treated.

Mr. J. JONES (Kennedy): This is a Bill
which proposes to amend the Land Act, and
I think it is a great pity that we do not
amend the Land Act altogether, as I contend
that under our present sysiem of land tinure
there is no inducement for people to take

up land. Take, for cvample, a
[5.30 p.m.]selection thrown open on a

twenty-cne year:’ Jeass. For the
first portion of the twenty-one vears the rent
is fixed at £1 a mile, but that is only for a
period of seven sears. The selector there-
fore has only got a lease for seven years.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLic Laxps: No.

Mr. J. JONES: The Government can raise
the rent as much as they like. No man
knows what his rent is going to be. The
time is coming when we shall have to give
men who take up land some idea of what
their liabilities will be in thie future. At the
present time we are asking a man to go out
and build a home on a seven years leasc
The thing is ridiculous. If a man has a
froehold allotmsnt in town, he can put all
his work and money into it.

The SrcRETARY FOR PurLic Laxpg: Yes, but
he is rated.

Mr. J. JONES: So is the man_outside
rated, and is “ repudiated 7 too. We shall
have to make our land laws more liberal.

For instance, a selector takes up a dry bleck
of land which will carry five head of cattle
to the square mile, and, through the expendi-
ture of labour and capital, he increases the
carrying capacity to ten head to the mile,
and then the Land Court penalises him for
doing it. That® is the silliest kind of legisla-
tion I ever heard of. We ought to reward
a man for improving the national estate.
Any man who goes out on the land and dis-
covers water on his holding has not only
increased the value of it tc himself, but bhas
also increased the value of the national estate:
yet this silly-brained legislation penaliscs
him.

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. member
is not reflecting on members of the Com-
mittee in that way. (Laughter.)

Mr. J. JONES: Certainly not. (Laughter.)
These men should not be penalised in this
way. A man takes up land and inakes .o
valuable, and in seven years the Government
can come along and double or treble his rent.
He has no guarantee as to what his liability
is going to be. We should give the man who
takes up land an idea of what his liability
is going to be for the full term of his lease,
just in the same way as the 50 per cent. limita-
tion of rent weas given to pastoral lessees,
which was sensible.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC LANDS:
Land Court gave him a reduction,
would you say in that caxe?

Mr. J. JONES: The Land Court has not
done it yet. (Opposition Jaughter.) I have
asked the House to pass legislation to reduce
the rents. I appealed here last year for
sympathy towards small men up North who
could not pay their rents, and I was told
br the &linister that he could not do anything,
as the rent was fixed by statute. Evidently
my eloquence has had some cffect in_ the
House, because I notice the Minister has heen

If the
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eiving a falr amount of relief. and I thank
him for ir—{laughter)—but I think it should
bo dote by legislation.

Question put and jas

.

The House resurad.
The CHupuaN
mirtes

veporiad that the Com-
had come to a resolution.
The vesclution was sgreed to.

=)

FIRST Reipive.

 The LTARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS
{Iion. Cone, Warrcyo) vresented tha

zmd moved—

" That the BEll be
time.”
Question put amd pazscd.

1l

now rvead a firvst

The sccoud reading of the Bill was wade
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Srcoxn RrpaoiNe,
The TREASURER (ilon. 1. G. Th

ndore,

Chifing= ) lu moving the sccond reading
of thi igation Bill, { do not intend to deal

with the proposal in great detail. I think
hon, members are aware that the Bill is
birought in for the prrpose of authorising the
Govermuers to go on with the preliminary
work of invesgigation in connection with the
Daw:on Valley scheme, and also to provide
machinery for the proper control of schemes
cf that kind. The Dawson Valley scheme has
loomed largely for the last two or three
vears in Queensland as a highly promising
wrrigation prepoesal, and I think it has met
with the support of hon. members on both
side~ of the House. 1t has been discussed in
this Chamber on a number of occasions., IHon.
cabers took the oppertunity of discussing
it on the Address in Reply and the Finaucial
Siatement, snd again last week in connection
with the propesed railway from Bar
to Castle Creck. Listening to the debat
those occavlons has confirmed me in the
opinion that hon. members look favourably
upon that irrigation scheme, and agree that
it is necessary that proper machinery be
secured for that scheine, which is likely to
develop into a very large undertaking. The
question of irrigation carried on on a large
scale cannot be made a side line in conuection
with the existing Water Supply Department,
but must be made an expert business under
the control of experts, who are properly
trained in the study of irrigation questions
and are able therefore properly to manage an
enterprise of that kind. "The Bill therefore
makes the necessary provision to establish
irrigation schemes, and provides for the
requisite control. management, organisation,
and everything that is necessary for the pur-
pose of conirolling irrigation proposals. It
provides for the appointmont of a Commis-
sioner, who will have poiwer and authority to
manage the business, and it also provides—
and this is the principal element in the Bill—
that, before any irrigation undertaking is
establizhed or hefore authority is given to
launch such an undertaking, the proposal
must_come before Parliament, and a resolu-
tion in favour of it be carried bv Parliament.
The Bill sets that out. Parliament shall
determine all undertakings of this kind, I
think that is very necessary. Under the Bill
the Commissioner will be obliged to furnish
to  Parliament comprohensive information
dealing with the scheme for which approval

1
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is sought. The report must contain parti-
culars of the scheme; it must define the
bouudaries of the area that will be comprised
within the wcheme; there must be a deserip-
tion of the proposed works contained in the
report. an estimate of the cost of the work,
and an estimate of the annual revenue which
is Likely 1o be derived, A statement regarding
the yuantity of er available for irrigation
pirpeses, and ing the
comprehended
supplied. T}

and hook
and  su ther documents as

10 sht on the proposal. That will
cabl o Parllamoent to undersrand any  indi-
tdicd] »propossl which is broucght forward
b fore giving approval to the establishmens
of the seheme, Of wae, in addition fo that,
will be neessary, as it is vow in regard
ilwav  coustruction, to abpropriate
v the meney which is te be made
Lo to the Coimmissioner, so that Parlia-

meat is given comnlete control over all
properals.

am secking authority to cnable the Com-
ioner, after the Bill becomes law, to make
with the preliminary work on the
Valicy not contained in the
i iherefore b mecessary fov
n  amendment accepted in

SOCT101,

CcC

I
[avaan

n

(rnmi ive this author I might
alte inform House thsat investigations,
the ccl ion of data, and surv have been

on in the Dawson Velley for the last

2-half vears or more.

goin
two and

The survevors are practicaily able to survey
all the area above the site of the dam, and
the aren which will bs inundated when the
dam is completed; and a contour survey of
the land below the dam is now far advanced
and has been going on for the last two years.
A ereat amonut of infornation has been
collected in conncetion with the scheme.  As
2 consequence of the progress that has been
mads. favourable reports in regard to the
scheme have b ived, The Government
tele the initiative some mox}fhs ago and
appointed a man who was \Vel‘,v quahﬁed to
undertake this ¢l of work. Naturally, we
have to look outside Queensland to g;‘c]a,
man with the greatest experience to tale the
matter in hand. It is foo big a matter
for the Water Supply Department fo handle.
The experts of that department have beer}
wholly confined to town water supply and

N 3 P 3 at lcind
artesian supplies and supplies of that kind.

My, Freronpr: What will be the title of
the man you have appointed?

"he TREASURER: 3 art;
hoen appointed as Acting Commissioner. He
hss not been apnointed fQ‘: anv lengthened
period.  He has been apnointed to undertak
duiies in connertion with the scheme. but it
31 he neceaeary for aprlications to be called
under the Act for the povition of Commis-

sicner,

Partridge has

e

P. Banxes: Could vou not have

Afr. !
progrese reports isxued?
The TRE AR

to that, if the
i hen the Bill is pas ' :
to eall applications for the position of Lan
izsioner.  The position is at present bC‘illlg‘
hold by Mr. Partridge. and if he fills a,n the
requirements. no doubt ho.wxll be an anpil-
By the time applications are called for

cant. Dy
Hon. F. G Theodnre, |
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Mr. Partridge will have had some experience
in these mattels At any rate, he comes to
Queensland  with very satisfactory testi-
mouials and references. He has had a varied
and wide experience in the Southern States,
He was engaged on the irrigation schemes
on the Murray and also in connection with
the irrigation scheme at Yanco in New South
Wales. He has also had experience in India
and other parts of the world. We are
fortunate in having secured the services of
a man so well qualified.

Mr. Moore: Has he had experience in
building irrigation works or in using water?

The TREASURER: He is an cngineer
and an irrigation coxpert. IHe has had
cxperience of actual construction and actual
business management in connection with irri-
gation schemes. Fis last position in Victoria
was one of actual busineszs management and
the reorganisation of one of the v
ful schemes down there. As it was the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce this Bill
no lengthened term of appointment was
entered into with Mr. Partridge. After the
Bill is passed applications will be called for
the position of Commissioner. My, Partridge
will be an applicant, and, it his expericnce
and his work justify his appointment, no
doubt he will zet the appointment, T do not
want to mislead the ouse in N\ward to that
matter. We were fortunate in huvm’r the ser-
vices of Mr. Partridge to advise in the pre-
paration of this legisiation. so that we shall
not make the mistakes that were made in the
past in the other States. Queensland does nos
want to be behind the other States in her irri-
gation activities. so we shall benefit by the
experience of the irvigation arcas of ths
other States. Mr, Partridege has heen en-
gaged in studying the Daw=on Vellev scheme.
A lot of data was available in Brishane.
and he has also been engaged for some tine
in the Dawson Valley itself eoing into the

matter with the enginesrs and survevors at
work there. As a conscouence of a preli-
minarv investigation made bhv him, it was
thought it would he wise for Parliament to
go on with one of the preliminary schemes
in connection with that river. TFor this pur-
nose a site in the region of (eastle Creek has
been selected. The area is contiguous to the
irrigable lands which form nart and pareel
of the whole scheme It is thought a preli-
minarv scheme ean be earried on theve with
the aid of a pumning plant. This will pump
a sufficient quantity of water to irrigate
5,000 acres.  The pump will he kent at

work pending the constriction of the larger
works. The startine of the smnll scheme will
offer manv bencfits. as it will enab’e the

narties controlline the bio scheme to observe
the hest means by which the land can Db»
utilised for the production of errns. and it
will enable a good avea of land to he hranght

inte use nending the develenment of the
larzeor scheme.
As this iz only a preliminarv part of the

scheme. to be earried cut alm immediately,
it will be desirable next wesv. or in o
future sesiion. to get narlinmentary g
to commenee the scheme,  Whoen
gets into Committee I shall subomit an amer
ment to eneble us ta get on with the preli-
minary scheme, limiting the cxpenditure to
a definite amount.

The Dawson River scheme is tnt mentioned
in the Bill. The Bill is a comorehensive

[Hon. E. Q. Theodore.
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measure dealing with irrigation,
deal with more than one scheme.

Mr. Tavior: The Mount Edwards scheme?

The TREASURER : The Mount Edwards
scheme could cowe within the ambit of this
Bill. Any scheme may be brought in under
this Bill, and I’arliament can appropriate
money for the purpose. Perhaps 1 ought to
say in regard to the Dawson \'_ vy scheme
that there is sufficient information col]e(teo
to enable us to take a very sanguine view

and may

of the future of that scheme. Mr. Pfu‘rndwo
after his recent visit to the Daw Rlve1

is well satisfied that the scheme w1H nat let
the State down. It has all the potential
advantages of a very successful scheme. It is
possible to store a large quantity of water
at a comparatively moderate expenditure.
The site of the dam has all the natural
features required for the accumulation and
storage of water, which will not be very far
distant from the land to be irrizated. The
whole of the land cmbodied in the scheme
and coming within the influence of the scheme
will be served by gravitation from the stor-
age supply. The irrigable land is very
extensive. It is of high-class quality. and
thore will be more land than there is water
to supply, 0 there is no deficiency of irrig-
able land. Looking at it from: the noirt of

view of seil analvsis. location. distance from
ports. and cverything else, it should result
in a highly successful irri igation s=heme.

Wr. Moreax: What tests
to prove that?
The TREASURER: Soil anvlrsis for one.

Mr. Moreay: That is not suflicient.

Tho TREASTRER : What do you sug

Mr. Moreix: A certain
have been tried with water.

The TREASURER: Certain arveas
been tried with water. Experiments have
been made in a small wav along the Daw-
son Valley. Most of the land in that arca
has been used for grazing purposes for years
end practically the only agriculture that has
Leen carried on there is in the small p‘ofs
at the different stations, The success of
theze small plots shows the remarkable pro-
ductivity of the land. T travelled through
that country with His  Txcellenev  the
Govornor, and we saw growing there cabbage.
cauliflower. citrus fraits, and lucerne, It all
showed the fertility and productivity of the
soil.

Mr. Morgan: The land mav grow
and vet not be suitable for irrigation.

The TREASURER: The analyscs of the
soils show that they contain a good amount
of planft foed, and, in comparison with the
coils at Vanco and alongs the Murrar River,
the Dawson River sojls show out rawmr'lb!"
The elements of fertility are supevior in the
case of the Dawson, while the mechanical
structure of the soil is vastly °’1’\(‘11m“ The
«0il is of a sandy quality. and contains the
TECEERATY }nonol‘non of fine and coarse gravel
to make it a {,n'\ nmaml]v drained soil, \\hlcn
fo irrigaiicn burposes
he was quite
of the soil
T would like to
Lo it ])hm to hon. members that T ani
nn‘ asling the Honse by moans of this Bill
ta give authority for the Trawson Valles
o*o heeause it is admitted that to bring

have vou made

et ?
area ought to

have

that

as an irvigation m‘ nos 1’5.0:\
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that scheme to its full development—con-
struct the large dams, the main aund subsi-
diary channels, and the various other works
which will be necessary—may cost £2,000,000.
I am not asking the IHouss to commit itself
to an expenditure of that magnitude on this
occasion,  When the scheme is fully designed
and all information touching cvery possible
aspect of it is ready, a reolution will be
submitted to Parliament, and all that infor-
mation will be made available. All I am
asking for now is authority for the Govern-
ment to go on with the preliminary work
and the development of the siall scheme at
Castle Creek, which we hope will be a
demonstration of the certainty of succes: of
the whole scheme. )

Mr. FrErcurr: When do you think you
will have information about the result of
+the small scheme?

The TREASURER : That will be available
in the course of a few months sfter fhe work
is taken in hand, because it involves the
construction of only a small, inexpensive
dam. I think it will be only about 21
feet high at what thev call Rocky Bar, and
it will subsequently furnish what is known
as the diversion weir, but in the meantime
it can be used to give a pumping supply for
5,000 acres of land. When the water is
stored subsequently by the construction of
‘the Nathan Dam, it will be supplied to the
irrigable land, at any rate to a large extent,
by gravitation. In the meantime the cost
will be moderate, and 5,000 acres of land can
be brought into use, and a very valuable
test of the whole scheme can be made.

I do not know that I need say much more.
T and the Acting Commissioner recognise
fully the possibilities of storing an enormous
quantity of water. Nobody can doubt the
extent of the irrigable land, the fertility
of the soil, or the natural conditions in many
other directions; but the question may pre-
sent itself : What is to be produced? That
is a matter that will have to engage the
closest attention of the Commissioner before
he makes a definite recommendation to
Parliament. That I consider to be a ques-
tion of outstanding importance. Suppose
that an area of 1,000 acres is irrigable
under the scheme, what will it produce?
There is no doubt that the land will pro-
duce an enormous quantity of any kind of
produce, and, judging by the experience of
wrigation arcas on the Murray River, where
small holdings are capable of supporting a
man and his family, it will furnish means
for very extensive settlement. But before we
can ask intending settlers to go on the land
we want to be able to advise them as to
what to produce. No doubt, in some cases
the areas will have to be apportioned, so
that some portions may be sct apart for
the production of certain crops and other
portions for the production of other crops.
At any rate, we are assured that the soil is
suitable for the preduction of any kind of
fodder crop or those fruits which have been
produced on irrigable arcas in the rest of
Australia, and of any kind of cerecal or
lucerne, a: well as any of the leguminous
crops; therefore the range of possibilities
is so great that we need not fear that the
whole of the land will not be successfully
and profitably used. But I am not asking
the House, on that general statement, to
commit itelf to the whole scheme. I ask
the House to give authority to allow the
Commissioner to go on with the work, and
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next year, when the reports and designs are
ready, the House will be asked to consider
the question of authorising the construction
and establishment of the Dawson Valley
irrigation scheme., With these remarks, I
beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a second

time.”

Mr. G. P. Barnes: Have you any plans
and specifications ready?
The TREASURER: The plans and

specifications will be submitted to Parlia-
ment,

Mr. BespiNeroN: A lot of the Bacchus
Marsh country costs £10 to £15 an acre
to water.

The TREASURER : I have already men-
tioned that almost the whole of this irriga-
tion area will be served by gravitation.
1t has just been gencrally surveved.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalpy): We are asked to
agree to the second reading of a “ Bill to
make provision for the construction, main-
tenance, and management of works for the
storage and supply of water for the purposes
of irrigation, and for other purposes ”; and
under that Bill we are asked to accept some-
thing that is part and parcel of the Dawson
Valley scheme, or, at any rate, to give
authority to go on with something which
will be in the nature of a trial as part of
the general scheme.

The TreastrER: To give the Commissioner
power to do it.

Mr. VOWLES: T recollect other similar
proposals which have been mentioned on
previous occasions. I remember a request
from the Balonne shire asking me to
accompany the Premier to inspect the site
of a dam on the Condamine River, but I
have heard nothing further of it, although
I understand a lot of moncy has been
expended.

Mr. CosteLLo: And the Severn River.

The TreasURER: It has been surveyed.

Mr. VOWLES : That work has been going
on for years. I can quite understand that
it is very necessary, but we really ought to
get some reports as to whether there is a
possibility of a successful result, because it
scems to me that these schemes are adopted
just according to circumstances. It was all
very well so far as the Balonne area was
concerned, and a good deal of capital was
made out of it. I do mnot know how
many years the Government have had parties
of surveyors out, throughout the Dalby elec-
torate from Ceecil Plains to Warwick. Good-
ness knows what the expense has been, but
we never seem to get any further with it.

The Troasurer: I got a report only last
week on that. That was stream gauging.

Mr. VOWLES: I know that it has been
going on for zome years past.

The TreasUrer: I think the hon. member
is quoting an extremo case.

Mr., VOWLES: At any rate, it was all
part and parcel of a scheme of irrigation,
and nothing has been done for the expendi-
ture of the money, in the sense that we have
not got a report. However, I only say that
in passing. If wec are going to have this
big expenditure of money on the dam and
other works, and also the expenditure on
the railway to which the House agreed. it
is= necessary that we should do something to

Mr. Voules.]
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make the area productive, and in order to
do that we must have an irrigation scheme,
and know whether it is likely to be a success
in the future. Af present we cannot possibly
tell. We are agreeing to the appomtment
of a Commissioner at a large salary and
with large powers, but there is one safe-
guard, in that he has to produce to this
House at a later date sufficient evidence to
justify any scheme being proceeded with,
Nothing can be dome by the Government
or by Tim at the present time other than
experimental work.  That is the main prin-
ciple of the Bill—the creation of the Com-
missioner. We are giving him very wide
powers. In fact, we are giving him powers
which I do not care about. When the area
has been defined, it becomes a shire, under
certain conditions, and the Commissioner
becomes the local authority himself. It is
provided in clause 7—

“ When it is proposed to establish an
irrigation undertaking and to copstitute
an irrigation area in relation thereto,
the Commissioner shall forward to the
Minister a report with respect to the
proposed scheme.”

[7 pm.}
Regarding irrigation areas, the Bill seys—

“ The Governor in Council may {from
time to time by Order in C suncil—

(i.) Comstitute any dcefined part of
Quesusland wherein is located ti
whole or any par: of any stream,
lake, or other souvee of sup
wherefrom or Whe\reby water 1s c¥
mav be urtili for irrigation or
other purpos under the powers
contained in this Act. an irriga-
tion area undev such name as is
declared by the order;

(1i.) Unite two or more areas
one arca;

(iii.) Divide an arca into two or more
areas;

(iv.} Alter the boundaries of an area
by including in an area part of
another avea and exeluding it
froszi the latter;

(v.) Include in an area an outlyi
district;

(vi.) Abolish an area;

(vii.) Adjust any financial or othor
matters in his opinion requiring
adjustment by reason of any
order.”

It seems to me that the crsation of a shire
and making the Commissioner the authoritv
is going to impose a pretty heavy burden on
the settlers.

into

The TreasTRER: The Commissioner must
construct roads; roads are essentinl.

Mr. VOWLES: You are going to abolish
the local authoritic: ltogether and give
the Commissioner very large powers.

The Treastrer: It may be necessary to

create a shire within the area. In the frst
place, roads have to be cunstructed, and there
1s no authority.

Mr. VOWLES : That requires amendment ;
there 1s no provision made for it now. The
Bill says—

“ Forthwith upon the constitution of
an irrigation arca, that arvea shall be
constitufed a shire within the meaning
of the Local Authorities Act by the

Governor in Council by an order.

[Mr. Vowles.
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¢ Thereupon the land comprised in sucr
shire shall be excluded from the area oy

areas of the local authority or local.
authorities in which it was formerly
included; and every local autho

101m£11y havi ing any jurizdicilon over any
such land (ompn:.ed within :uch shire
shuall cease te have or exercise any such
jurisdiction

¢ Notwiths fandmg anything contained
in_the Local Authoritics Act, the Com-
1I constitute and for all pur-
amed to be the council of such
a local authoriry within ihe
of the Local Authorities Act,
subjert to the Minister, shall have

and

shive
meéaning
and,
and be entitled to, and may exereise such

and so many of the powers, authorities,

jurisdiction, and Immunitics of a local
authority under the Local Authorities
Act, including the power to mal\o levy,

and recover rates on land, as are de eclared

by the Governor in Couneil by an order

or orders.”
That puts the Commissicner in a very
remarkable position.  While assuming all the
functions of a local authority, we have not
the remedies against him that there ave
against a local authority.

The TREASURER : It is the same with regard

to the South Johnstone sugar works area;
there is no shire within the area.

Mr. VOWLES: T think the position is very
different.  In Part II. of the schedule we
are n-ked to give the Commirsioner powers
which are far in excess of anything thai the
local authorities have. We are puthnw him
in a very autocratic position—giving him the
power to decide what crops are to be grown
and the quantity of such crops, the power
to compel peeple to do as he bids, the right
to dircct them to make improv ements. pow.ar
even in regard to the slaughtering of meat.
Then here is something ncew—

“ Prescribing and regulating the regis-
tration of entive stock in the arca, and
prohibiting the introduction into  or
retention in the area of any such steck
which, after report br aun authorisad
officer, the Commissioner deems to be
inferior' prescribing registration fees.

* Pr owubmt* and regalating the furn-
ishing by occupicrs of returns giv
(1.) The numbers and description of
their stock; and
(ii.) The area of their cultivated land,
description of the trees. vines,.
crops, and the cultivation thercon,
and the yields per acre from the
same.”’

ing—

That is altogether new, and does not applv
to any other portion of the State. Why it
should apply to a particular csse I am at
a2 loss to know. Clause 15 provides—

“The Governor in Couneil may, at any

time, by order, vest in fec-simple in the
Commissioner any Creown land to bhe
used for the purposes of any under-
taking.”

I do not know whether ¢ undertaking”

means pertion of the buildings in connection
with the scheme or part of the are We
give the Commissioner power to t1a,nsmft
lands to his tenants all, thev arce his
tenants. He has power to acquire (‘rown
land and deal with it so far as his tenants
are concerned. I would like the Treasurer
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to explain the real meaning of clause 15, and
of the words *“ any undertaking.”

The TREASURER:
in clause T.

Mr. VOWLES : Is it the intention to grant
freehold ?

The TreiasurerR: The tenure under
scheme will be leasehold tenure.

Mr. VOWLES: The Bill subsequently
refers to leasehold and land acquired by the
Crown. It also provides the method of deal-
ing with that land. I am in agreement with
the general scheme, but I cannot say that
I am in agrecment with the whole of the
detailz, It is necessary to have a compre-
hem.ve scheme, but it seems to me that we
are glvmo very large powers to the Com-
missioner and also to the secretary in case of
the Comumissioner’s absence. The Commis-
sioner will have greater functions than local
authoritics, which makes me think shat it
would be far better if we had more than one
Commissioner. We could then have divided
authority instead of autocratic authority.
We do not know who the Commissioner 1s
going to be. One name has been suggested
as the possible Commissioner, and, no <oubt,
we have a good dcal of confidence in that
gentleman. In some cases we are really
delegating to him the power of Pariiament.
We are asked to sanction the basis of those

Refercnce 1s made to it

this

powers by putting them in the form of
regulations. To my mind this scheme means
nationalisation. You are placing an autocrat

in charge with very large powers, and the
tenants will be at his mercy, even with regard
to the water that they are to use from time
to time and as to how they are to use the
land. It seems that it should not be the
function of a Government to give such large
powers without placing very ample restric-
tions on them. I approve of the principle
of the Bill, but the details should furnish
ample scope for criticism.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): In dealing with
the subject of irrigation, any one who has
any knowledge at all of the conditions which
prevail in our western country and in a very
cons iderable area of the State must recognise
that one of the great drawbacks to the pros-
perity of tho State, and one of the things
that 1s ¢ hitting us to leg nearly every year,
is the lack of water. Although we have had
in some years what we would call a moder-
ately good rainfall, vet during a number of
vears various parts of the State have suffered
very considerably from drought. If it were
possible to tabulate the s*ock losses and crop
losses that have occurred in Queensland dur-
ing the last fiftecn or twenty wears through
drought conditions, I supposc the wvalue
would run into millions of pounda T take it
that the object of the Bill is, as far as we
possibly can, to provide a comprehenzive
measure covering the whole of the State.
so that we shall be able in some degree at
least to minimise the terrible losses which
we have suffered in years gone by from
droughts. The Bill we are considering is cer-
tainly a very comprehensive measure, and I
do not think it has come anx too soon, For
vears past, hon. members have got up 1u
this Chamber, time and time again, and
spoken in favour of water conservation and
1rrwahon Just to what extent we shall be
able to carry out 1111gat1on schemes we can-
not tell at the present time. Unfortunately,
we have not the streams which some of the
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other States have, and our work in connec-
tion with 11r1g4t10n must of necessity be
somewhat limited. At the same time, we
should not allow ourselves to be *“ hit to leg ”
the way we have been during past years
when drought conditions prevailed. It is
not many years since you could reckon
with a certainty in Queensland on having a
regular wet scason. That was the normal
condition of affairs throughout Queensland
twenty or twenty-five years ago.

Mr. KIRwax:

We used to have plenty of
rain eversy

Fehruary.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, and as a result of
those ralns coming at thet particular sea
of the year we were gemrahy assured of a
fairly good season; but now to get a wet
on 18 bocommw the e\(‘opmon The nor-
mal condition of affairs in Queensland over
a tremendous area of the State is drought
or dry conditions. As far as we can we wang
to overcome that state of affairs and mini-
mise the losses as much as possible.

The Commissioner is given very wide and
extensive powers under this Bill. I am a
great bellever in giving wide powers to the
man at the head of affairs if he is a good
man. I do not believe in hobb‘lmw a man
v ho can do his job, and one of the reasons
why sueccess has not been more frequent in
connection with big undertakings in the past
has been that the man in charge, although
he knew his job, was fettered and hampered
by others who were associated with him and
his work. I certainly believe in paying a
man a good sa]ary According to the i3ill,
we are going to pay the Commissioner a
salary of £2,000 a year. If we can get a
good man, he should be worth every penny
of it.

Mr., KIRWAN :
oses all right.

Mr. T&YLOR If we can get a man to
come along with a wand and strike the rock
and bring forth water in the desert, like
Moses did of old, he will be worth a ]ot more
than £2,000 a year. One scheme in parti-
cular was mentioned by the Premicr—the
Dawson River scheme. According to the
various reports we have had in connection
with that scheme, it seems to be one which
will be of the very greatest benefit to Central

He will be the Queensland

Af

Qucensland. I understand that Mr, Part-
ridge, who has been appointed by the
Government to report upon that scheme,
recommends that a small portion of it.

sufficient to irrigate about 5,000 acres, shall
be gone on with at the ocarliest poss1ble
opportunity. I have no doubt that Mr.
Partridge has given reasons for his recom-
mendation, and T should bhe prepared  to
accept his rccommendation; but one of the
difficulties we are always faced with in con-
nection with estimates of experts is that we
get their estimate of cost with regard to big
public works of all kinds, and, unfortunately,
we find when we start the work that, not
only are the estimates tens of thousands of
pounds out, but in some cases £200,000 or
£300,000 out. I certainly think there is some-
thing wrong when men who are supposed
to know the particular work they are
engaged in place an estimate of cost “before
Parliament in regard to a certain work, and
sometimes are £200,000 or £300,000 out in
their estimate. In irrigation works such as
this, most of the work will be on the sur-
face and fairly well revealed. We can
understand that in connection with the work

Mr. Taylor.]
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being canled oqt for the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board in Brisbane the
greater part of the monex has to bp spent 1n
tunnelling and sewers at varying depths
underground, and it is a very difficult matter
for the experts to assess the cost of the worlk.
They have a fair knowledge of the work,
but they have not the exact and complete
knowledge on which to furnish an accurate
estimate, and hence they are often con-
s1demb1] out in their estiroates. I trust that
in cennection with this proposal and all other
irrigation works the Government and the
Minister will be careful to impress upon the
men who have the responsibility of recom-
mending to Parlisment that certain irrviga-
tion work shall be carried out the neeessity
of using every carc to see that their estimates
are within a reasonable amount of what the
total cost is likely to be. Of course, untoward
circumstances, for which the expert is not
responsible, may occur to alter the estimate;
but, by and large, it scems to me that in the
pr(}pdrﬂ,tl()n of estimates very much greater
care should be taken and better judgment
shown than has heen the case in conneciian
with many estimates which have been fur
nished from time to time in regard to public
works.

The Prémier mentioned the matter of
crops of various kinds Whlch could be grown
on these arcas. One of the most important
things we have to conmder in connection
with an irrigation scheme is what crops shall
be grown. “We do not want to grow crops
of which there is a superabundance in the
State. The requirements of the State in
regard to a number of kinds of produce are
amply supplied at present. If we can find out
the crops which will grow on these lrrigated
area, which we shall be wble to supply to
markets requiring them, we should direst our
activities in that direction, and see that
crops arc not grown of which there is a
plethora in the State at the present time.
We know the difficulty we have had during
the last year or two with regard to fruit in
particular. The people who have grown
those crops have lost money; and we want
to cut that out and obviate the loss, if it is
possible to do so. I do not know whether
the Commissioner is altogether the best
man to advise in that direcetion, but he has
that power. He has also the power—I do
not know whether he would really possess
the qualifications necessarv—to go on to an
area and destroy everything on it—fruit
trees, vines, crops, fruitcases, and a lot of
things which are enwmerated in the Bill, if
he thinks they are in any way noxious to
the whole settlement. I do not think the
Commissioner should have that power, and
I do not know whether he is the best man
to exercise power in that particular dirce-
tion. I believe in giving him all the power
possible to malke the undmtamng a success,
but in sonte directions the curtailment of that
power may be found necessary.

With regard to othsr irrigation schemes
mentioned in this Chamber, therve i5 the
Mount Edwards scheme for one. hope the

Government will 'mot lose sight of that
scheme. It only wants irrigation to com-
plete the success of the pcople engaged

in agricultural operations there. I hope the
Mount Edwards scheme will come under the
consideration of the Government, and, if
possible, that they will provide the necessars
water to irrigate that country. There are
a number of areas in our State which will

[Mr. Taylor.
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lend themselves to schemes such as we are
consjdering to-night. The Bill is late in
coming along, but it i1s none the less welcome
for that. I think cvervone in this Chamber,
no matter what party “he belongs to, should
welcome anything in the direction of pro-
viding the water 'which is so absolutely neces-
sary for the development of the arecas and
the maintenance of the people in the dry
areas of the State.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): T am afraid
that 1 must disagree with cther hon. mem-
bers this evening, With all due deferenze
to the Premier, [ do not think that irriga-
tion 1s a thing that the State wants at
present, principally because of the expense.
At present we are suffering from extremse
taxation and the high cost of living. The
people are looking for something that wiil
reduce taxation and that will reduce the cost
of living, but this Bill is just going the other
way. There is no chance of reducing taxa-
tion for ten or twenty years with a Bill of
this kind. This will increase it at first,
although it may be a suceess in the future.
We cannot afford any trrigation schemes at
present.  There are many things we would
like but which we cannot afford. We have
heard a lot about good roads in country dis-
triets, which we would like very much, but
if we have to spend £3,000 or £4,000 per
mile in making good roads, we shall be plac-
ing a burden on the people of the country
that they will never be able to carry. No
doubt irrigation works are very desirable,
but we cannot afford them., They will run
into a cest of something like £5,000,000.
The Premier cstimates the cost of the Dawson
Valley scheme at ebout £2,000,000; but he
knows thers is not a single irrigation scheme
in Australia that has not cost three or four
times the original estimate. Look at fhe
big 1111;)141011 &chemn in New South Wales,
which is not a success vet. They had to
write off £3,000,000, but the man on the land
is still unable to pay the cost of the irriga-
tion. There were great blunders in connec-
tion with the New South Wales scheme, I
was there myself, and I saw where they
allowed peach tress to grow for four years
before they discovered that they were the
wrong sort of trees for that area and should
never have bcen planted. We might profit
a good deal by the experience of others,
VWhat struck me most was this: When one
got off the train at the railway station he
saw a lovely circling drive with palms on
both sides of it, so that he felt that fo convert
what was desart into a paradise like that
was worth any cost, and that it was money
well spent. Then one saw beautiful build-
ings and fell more in love with the place,
and if he was a Government official he con-
tinued in love with it. But after a while, if
he was working on the land, he would find
that the lovely palatizl residences and officés
belonged to the officials, and that the men
who were cultivating the land lived mostly
in the tin huts on the flat. We do not want
that kind of thing in Quecnsland. While the
irrigation area <as bmnrr designed and the
channels were bei ing cut. “there were about a
dozen, motor-cars, and there were many men
who had very mnice jobs. They did not do
too much and they got big wages and had a
zocd time. Then the farmer came along and
had to carry the burden, and he is loaded
now with from £4 to £7 an acre water rates
as a result of the splendid time the other
class had during the five or six years while
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the irrigation arca was being laid out. There
is no doubt that hundreds of men had a good
time during that period; but can we do
these things at a price that the man on the
farm will not have to carry too heavy a
burden or that the taxpayers will not have
to foot the bill?

2Mr, Brox¥ax: You are a pessimist.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am speaking the
truth, and I know w hat T am talking about.
I am not like the hon. membeyr.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am sure we all
recognise the necessity for giving land to
every man in Queensiand who will use it;
but I find that there are hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of land along the coast with a
very big rainfall and near railways which
could be used, without going to the expense
of spending £4 000,000 or £5,000,000 to make
land available undel a ccheme which, from
my point of view, is going to be a failure.
I cannot sce dayhght throucrh it, and I will
tell you why. The farmers will certainly
pay a water rate of £4 or £5 an acre, and
that is just as much as you can make from
an acre by growing w heat. Ceoreal crops will
not carry an irrigation rate such as that,
and, on the other hand, we have so much
other land on which it will pay far better to
grow wheat, if you can get a crop only
covery three years. It is absolutely out of

the question to consider the grow-

[7.30 p.m.] ing of that kind of crop. The

Treasurer should abandon the
idea of growing on any irrigation area any
crops which arc used exclusively in Quecns-
land. The only crops which can be grown
are those which can be oxported. 'The
farmers on the Darling Downs, in the
Lockyer district, and in the districts on the
South Coast could grow three times the
amount of stuff they are growing to-day if
the market existed for it. What is the good,
then, of spending £5.000,000 in providing
an 1rr1gat10n arca on the Dawson River,
hundreds of miles away from a market? It
will be absolutely impossible for those men
to compete in the markets of Qucensland.

Mr. BruwNay: You

progress,

have no idea of

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Hundreds of tons of
stuff comie into our markets, and we could
double it at any time if we needed it. It
is no good advocating the settling of 500
or 600 more farmers to compete with those
who are growing for the local market now.
Before burdening the taxpayers, it has to be
proved that that land will grow something
which can be exported. The money which
vou would get from growing wheat would
not pay the water rates. The farmers are
sufficiently taxed now, It is no use increasing
the taxation on the farmers in the South to
put up works on the Dawson. In Queens-
land we know very little about the cost
of such schemes. TUnless you have land
graded to a fairly good level, it is no good
dlklﬂrr about irrigating it. On some of the
1111garion areas in New South Wales from
£10 to £15 an acre had to be spent on
grading.

Mr. PETERSOXN :
graded.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : §o much the better.
In a big area there is" bound to be a fair

1922—5 z

This Jand is naturally
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amount which will have to be graded. Only
Jand which is of a sandy nature is fit for
irrigation. You cannot 1rrigate black soil.
If you poured water on black soil, it would
set as hard as iron, and take three times
the amcunt of cultivation. The lands down
South which have been irrigated success-
fully have been lands of a sandy nature,
or such as that at Bacchus Marsh, which
has 16 to 18 feet of sandy loam
from which to drain the water. They have
the Melbourne market for their produce,
and they get the very highest prices. They
pay £1 an acre water rates, and they find
that that is very heavy. So, if our works are
going to cost from £3 to £5 an acre, it will
be a very heavy burden. These are things
about which we want to be careful. I have
zeen a good deal of the Dawson country.
I have beed from Westwood down through
Banana and Taroom three or four times,
and also on the Western line from Taroom.
I do not know the exact spot where the
dam is going to be built: but I know that
a good deal of the land there is not fit for
irrigation—it is heavy black soil. With
very heavy rain, a lot of our Downs black
roil sets into a hard cake, and you cannot
grow crops on it. I hope that the Treasurer
will make all possible inguiries before the
State is committed to such an enormous
expenditure, A great many professional
men are going to get very good jobs out of
this. Some of those men have been misled
in comparing Queensland with other coun-
tries. You cannot mdge the Dawson lands
by the fruits grown in Victoria or New
South Wales. A good deal of money will
have to be spent on experiments hefore it
will be found what crops can be grown. You
can grow raisins or currants properly only
where there is practically ne rainfall Thx
land is irrigated just when they require i,
and fine weather is necessary for the harvest.
If the scasonal rains fell at the time of the
harvesting of the fruits, ther cannot be
dried. It is no use shutting our eves to
the difficulties that exist. As this Bill does
not really say ithat the things shall be done—
the Treasurer says he has to wait for the
Commissioner’s report—I can sec no harm
in it. If it were intended to commit the
State straightaway to an expenditure of
£2.000.000, with the assurance of the
expenditure of a further £3,000.000, T
would vote against the Bill. That not being
c0, 1 ¢hall vote for it. )

Mr. PRTERSON (¥ormanby): I cordially
support the second reading of this most im-
portant Bill, Ever since Quecensland became
a State I do not think that we have had
before any Parliament such an important
measure. destined so to increase land settle-
ment. Despite what some hon. members
may think of proposals of this nature, I have
always realised that, as QIIGE‘.NIHI’IC] is so
often afflicted with dlou'rht notwlfhstnndlng
the fact that she has mftprmﬁ(’ent soils, we
have not been able to take the fullest
advantage of those soils. Tt is no good
nauseating the House by trving to prove
what a valuable factor irrigation is; that is
a foregone conclusion,

Other parts of the world have shown that
ireigotion is the salvation of the ag;:cul
taval industry and of paramount importance.
While T intend to support the measure. one
may sofoly uter a no*e of warning. While
it may be nossible with such a brilliant
irrigation scheme to induce hundreds or

My. Peterson.]
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thousands of people to go on the Dawson
Valley land, it must be remembered that
it is not a bit of good having thousands of
people on the land unless vou have theusands
movre in the cities to consume the preduce that
they grow. Unless the Government keep that
important aspect in mind. and unless they are
determined not be to sidetracked by any city
organisations which are determined to oppose
an immigration policy, the irrigation schene
must be a fatlure. I have no doubt that the
Government will sclect a gentleman to fill the
rosition of Commissioner who will be a man
of business acumen, and I believe that if
ha advises the Government to o on with
the construction of the Dawson Vailey scheme,
it will meet with ultimate success,  But that
ultimate success cannot be achioved unlees
we have hand in hand with that scheme a
great schemo for imwigration to the cities
from overseas, We talk about o oversoa
narkets;  but the oversea mark bave
failed us in our bad times. We have failed
many times because of glats on th> other
side of the world, and consoquently the best
market that Quecnsland has to-day i3 her
cwn market. We should have a scheme colla-
teral with this having for its object the
increasing of the population of the city, The
markets created by our own population will
give the farmer a better chance through the
scheme outlined in the Primary Producers’
Organisation Act and other schemces akin to
that, and he will be in a botter position to
obtain the full result of his labour without
being dependent on markets on the other
side of the world. Probably, in Comamittee,
suggestions will be made to malke things
easicr for those who intend to work on the
irrigation areas. A great deal of the sucenss
depends primarily upon what the scheme is
golng to cost, and consequently great responsi-
bilities rest upon the Government to see that
under all the circumstances the work is dono
as cheaply as possible compatible with a
fair deal for the men they ar: going to
employ. They must see that they get the full
value for their money, and that excessive cost
will not be passed on to the settler. If
want a schome to succeed, vou must er
vour o get the water supply {o the people
at the cheapest possible rate. ™ If that is done
collateral with the expansion of the areas,
I have no fear whatever for the scheme, and
as wears roll by we shall be able to look back
and be proud of the Parliament which was
instrumental in passing a measure of this
nature.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilic): As the water to
be stored in connection with the Dawson
Valley schome will be in my electorate, T
am very much interested in this Bill. Every
care should be taken to sce that full value
is received for the money exp-nded. I quite
agrec with hon. members when thew state
that the success of the scherie depends very
largely upon the cost of the water in the
irrigation arcas. I know it is possible for
the cost to be so great that the amount
obtained from a crop is not sufficient to leave
any profit. If we arc able to provide the
people on the irrigable aveas with water
at a reasonable rate to enable them to pro-
duce a crop and have sufficient monex for
themsclves, there can b2 no doubt alout the
success of the scheme.  Take the irrigation
arca at Mildura. Perhaps there is no other
land in Australia more suitable for irrigation
purposes than that area. The Tr-asurer has
stated that the land in the Dawson Valley
is capable of growing all kinds of croy

[Mr. Peterson.

ca-
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fruit, cte., but that does not say that the
land is suitable for irrigation purposes. I am
quite sure that if water was put on the black
soil of the Darling Downs it would do more
injury than good. It would not canse that
land to produce any nior-. Although some
lands mas be rich in vegetable marter and
capable of growing all kinds of crops under
natural conditions, it may not be suitable
for irrigation purposcs.

The TrEASURER : You have to asccertain the
correet mechanical construction of the soil.

Mr. MORGAN : The water has to percolato
through the soil in the same way #s a spoonful
of water would percolate through a hasin of
sugar, eventually moistening the whole of
that sugar, You might in some locality have
exceptionally rich land capable of growing
very good crops; yet, if you were to dig a
hole and pour into that hole a bucketful of
water, the water would remain there for a
week or more without percolating through the
¢0il. That land is not suitable for irrigation
purposes. On ths other hand, if you were to-
pour in a bucket of water and it was gradu-
ally absorbed, that land would be suitable
for irrigation. If water was poured on land
and the soil became crusty, it would be almost
impossible to work it, and it would be abso-
lutely useless for irrigation purposes. In the
Mildura irrigation arca there ave limestones
abont the size of hens’ eggs, and, when that
land is irrigated two or three times a year,
according to necessity, the water liberates
a certain amount of lime, which acts as a
fertilis'r. That is one reason why irrigation
is so successful in that avea. I think the cost
of water in Mildura is about 10s. a foot, and
onc foot of water two or three times a year
is all that is necessary on that arsa. An
acre of vines in Mildura will produce £75 or
£80 worth of fruit. Tnder those conditions
irrigation must be recognis:d as a payable
proposition.

The TrEASURER: I do not think it can be
done so cheaply as that. I can give the hon.
gentleman some official figures.

Mr. MORGAN: There might have been
an increase in recent years. The climatic
conditions at Mildura are suitable for irriga-
tion. The average rainfall is about 8 inches
to 10 inches per annum, and it does not
matter whether rain falls in the locality or
not. 1f rain falls during the drying period,
it does more injury than good. I t}u‘nk the
average rainfall in the Dawson Valley is
from 26 inches to 28 inches per annum, and
the rain falls during the part of the year
when the fruit is ripe. The growing of fruits
tu the Dawson Valler for drying purposes
woutd be out of the question. The only
time the Mildura frait crop is a failure
when it happens to rain during the picking
scason. The Dawson Valley lands will most
likely be suitable for the growing of lucerne
and other fodder erops, and if such crops are
grown, combined with dairying, there wouid
be no necessity to glut the market with those
crops, as they can be fed to the d‘u]ry stock
and the dairy produce exported. That would
be much more profitable from the produce
point of view.

I would like to know from the Treasurer
whether the Bill will give the Commissioner
power to lock different rivers: that is to say,
if he reports that it is advisable to lock the
Condamine River, will he have power to do
so? The locking of many rivers would be of
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advantage from a domestic point of view

apart alt ogether from irrigation. In Vie-
toria, teveral rivers are locked. not alto-
gether for the purposc of nru_mf ou. but in

order to give the people a supply of water
for stock and domestic purpeses, In the Wim-
mera district water is raken by channels into
the dry areas 150 to 200 miles away. If is
taken nearly as far as Mildura, I w ould lik
to see a provision in this Bill giving the Com-
missioner power to prepare a scheme for the
locking of the Condamine River
work th’lt is ab~oiuteh nocunuv )
damine River is onc of the rivers in Qu

land that would lend themsclves to loc
purposes. There should be a seric 3
from the head of that very fine river 11“ht
down to the Queensland border. At the
present time it is only a chain of waterhole
during dry perieds, and if a weir were
erccted every 20 or 25 miles, the channel

would be full, and the farmers on the
banks of the river who had areas suit-
able for irrigation could put in ir own

pumping plants and irrigate as they desired,
and, in addition, they would be able to send
their produce down by boat to the necarest
railway station. That is a scheme that must
be undertalken sooner or later, and the Com-
missioner who is to be appointed should have
power to recommend such a scheme as that.
The TREASURER: So he has,

Mr. MORGAN : T am very pleased to hear
that. I do not know Mr. Partridge per-
sonally, but what I have heard of him has
been very favourable. I know he has been
connected with some very important water
schemes in Victoria and in other parts of
Australia, and I understand he is an excep-
tionally good man. I hope he proves right
up to expectations. All the same, I recognise
that this Bill gives him very drastic powers
-—powers almost too great to be placed in
the hanids of any one man. In Victoria thew
have a board consisting of three Commis-

sioners. I am not advocating that svstem
here, but we are giving the Commissioner

greater power than any man possesses under
similar conditicns in any part of Australia,
if not in any part of the world.

The TREASURER: I think the hon.
i wrong.

Mr. MORGAXN : Is the Bill drafted on the
lines of the Acts in existence in the Southern
States ?

The TrEasTtrRER: We have followed the
model: of other States.

Mr. MORGAN: What other States—Vie-
toria ?

The TREASURER:

Mr. MORGAN:
torian Act
d

member

Partly Victoria.

( I do not think the Vie-

gives the Commissioners the samo

tic powers as are contained in this Bill.
The Tressurer: There is

necessity there.
Mr. MORGAN:

not the same

I certainly think we arc
placing a very great responsibility on the
Commissioner. We are giving him power
to create areas, and he iz responsible for all
matters in those arcas. He can take control,
just as he desives, of the property of the
people in the areas. He can dictate to them
as to what they must grow, and he can take
possession of the crops after they have heen
grown. He is practically a dictator.

I have had an opportunity of visiting the
Dawson Valley, and I think it is emxnent]v
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suitable for the purpose of water conserva-
tion. I have been to MNathan Gorge, and I
think nature intended that gorge to be the
site of a great water storage scheme. When
the dam is complete the water will be (:,un-
med back for a distance of about 36 miles
from the gerge to the township of Tarcem,
and in certain places it will be 156 miles wide.
1t certainly will provide an immense quan-
v of water, and the Dawson is one of the
rivers that do not run dry even during
periods of drought. It has never been known
to be absolutely dry, and during 1802 and
in other drought times strcams have broken
out and the water runs faster than it does
in normal times.
Mr. COSTELLO:
for irrigation.

Mr., MORGAN : It means that water will
never be short.  Whether the water will be
suitable for irrigation is a matter that will
have to be taken into consideration.

The TRFASURER :
suitable.

Mr. MORGAN : I am very pleased to know
that. Certain waters, after being dammed
for some time, draw certain cheml(’als from
the soil which make the water unsuitable for
irrigation. The water in the Condamine
River in certain times of the year becomes
hard, and if placed on the land it leaves a
sort of residue, and it is not altogether suit-
able for 1 lmatlun The same thing occurs
in Victoria. The water in the Wimmera
River in Victoria, when it was a running
strcam, was soft and fresh, but if it remained
in the river for any length of time it became
brackish and certainly was unsuitable for-

That is not an argument

The water is perfectly

irrigation. The water in the Dawson River
has to be proved and tested. It
[8 p.m.] is certainly very nice water, but

owing to the fact that you dre'
going to flood an enormous area of Tand,
is quite possible that the water will dLSOYb
certain chemicals from the land which will
make it unsuitable from an irrigation point
of view. I only point out thess matters inci-
dentally. I do not wish in any way to con-
demn the scheme, as I am one of those who
belicve that water conservation in Queens-
ill do an enormous amount of good.
In Victoria millions of pounds have been
spent in water conservation. I know that the
Wimmera Water Trust alene borrowed and
expended £2,000,000 in water conservation.
Victoria has =pent anything from £10,000,000
to £12,000,000 in water conservation. We-
have spent absolutely nothing in Queensland.
We have not got a Minister connected with
the Water bupplv Department.

The TREASURER: We must make a start.
Mr. MORGAN: Wo have been going many

years. Queensland is not altogether a young
State. The Treasurer must admit that there
is no State in Australia where 1t is more

necessary to conserve water than in Queens-
land. T have travelled over a great many of’
the rivers and a great number of our natural
storage basins, and in my opinion there is
no place in Australia which lends itself moro
to water conscrvation than Quecnsland., We
have the natural resources right along our
rivers. We have timber growing thme suit-
able for the construction of the welrs, and’
also the stone which is necessary for concrete
construction. In Victoria they have to cart
suitable material from a distance of many
miles, because the particular localities do not
provide the necessary material for the work.

Mr. Morgan.y
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In Qucensland, along the Condamine and
Dawson rivers and other rivers, vou can get
suitable timber for dam construction in the
shape of wooden weirs. Of course, I recog-
nise that conercte is coming into use, but
sweirs were constructed from timber in Vie-
toria and lasted for forty cr fifty years. I
am going to support the Bill, generally
speaking, but I think it is such an important
Bill that we ought to be given some time to
consider the whole of the matters pertaining
to it. It should not be rushed through the
House on the spur of the moment. I hope
the Premier does not intend to put it through
the Committee stage to-night.

The Previer: Certainly not, if Opposition
members do not want that to be done.

Mr. MORGAN : In view of the fact that
we have not another House now to point out
any defects in a measure, we should be given
time to go fully into the Bill. I thoroughly
approve of the Dawson Valley irrigation
scheme, which I think is going to do a
remarkable amount of good. I believe that
scheme will have an important effect on the
climatic conditions of Central Queensland.
The huge lake, 15 miles wide in places and
35 miles long, which will be formed will. in
my opinion, so alter the climate as to do
good, not only to that area, but to all parts
of the State. -The fact of having that water
conserved in the form of an inland lake must
do an cnormous amount of good.

The TREASURER: You sce that the Govern-
ment can remove mountains and create lakes.
(Laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN : Provided that full value
is obtained for the money expended in this
proposition and that cconomy is studied, the
scheme will be satisfacfors. TUnfortunately,
huge blunders are often made in these mat-
ters, which cost thousands and theuwsands cof
pounds, and then we are told by the Govern-
ment that it is owing to no fault of theirs,
but owing to the fanlt of some departivental
ofticer.  We should endeavour to prevent
unnecessary expenditure. I am sorry that
the railway from Juandah to Taroom has not
been constructed.  Had it not bozen turned
down by the Public Works Commission, it
would not only have been a branch of the
connecting link between the Western and
Central lines, which we so badly need, but
it would have been useful for taking material
right up to Nathan Gorge. and would have
cheapened the cost of construction of the
weir. The railway could even now be con-
structed from Juandah to Taroom. When
the late Mr. Kidston was Premier, he pro-
posed the construction of that line as a con-
nection between the Western line and +the
Central line. Tt was not to be a spur line
running from Milss to Tarcom. That line
was builf, and bridges and other work were
laid down as for a trunk line.

The SPTAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must conncet his remarks with the Bill.

Mr. MORGAN: I am going to connect
them up. Mr. Kidston's proposition was to
conncet the Dawson Valley with the Western
line, and I hope the Government, in connec-
tion with this particular scheme, will sce the
wisdom of connecting up with the Western
Jine. They will find that by building that
line to Tarcom they will be able to get
material to Nathan Gorge to complete the
weir, thereby cheapening the cost of con-
struction by many thousands of pounds. It

[Mr. Morgan.
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would not only cheapen the cost of constru>-
tion, but also open up the ares right aroun
the huge lake which will be formed. Suii-
able farms will be available for cotton-grow-
ing. The suitability of the lard reurd shou:
the Dawson River for cotion-growing i-
recognised, and also the land around Taroom,
The opening up of the land for cotton-grosw-
ing will not intsrfere with the irrigation
arca in auy wav. Taroom is going to be one
of the largest inland towns in Australia. as
it iz so situated that people will go there
from all localities.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! T hope the hon.
member will connect his remarks with the
Bill.

My, MORGAN: Yes. I think the Govern-
ment will be justified, in order to cheapen
the cost of the erection of the weir on the
Dawson River. in building the 40 odd miles
of railway to Tarcom.

At 810 pan.,

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kirwan, Brishane)
relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): Consider-
ing the importance of irrigation to Queens-
Iand, I feel intensely disappointed that so
little information has been forthcoming from
the Treasarer in connection with this Bill.
I quite anticipated that, when the hon.
gentleman was submitting this proposal, we
would have had a fund of information laid
before us; but no man here can possibly
accuse the Treasurer of having cnlightened
the House or the country to any very great
extent regarding this proposal. I cannot
imagine what the reasons may have been,
because we know the hon. gentleman is
capable of making out a good case. I believe
that he has the material to place before the
House, and that he could give us many
facts which would be helpful to us and_lo
the country in discussing the scheme. We
have read a great deal in the papers regard-
ing the Dawson Valley scheme. Twelve
nmonths or two years ago pamphlets were
issucd indicating the scheme which the
Government had in view. That information
was supplied almost at a moment’s notice,
and it referred to no end of schemes. Here
we are cntering upon the big scheme, and
we have had one of the briefest speeches that
has yet been made by the Treasurer.

The TrEsstrER: The hon. member is
wrong., The Dawson Valley scheme is a
difforent proposal to this altogether.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The Treasurer
referred to the Castle Creek scheme, which
is part of the proposal to irrigate the
Dawson Valley, and the hon. gentleman
indicated that this was the modest beginning
of the greater scheme to come later on.
That was the opportunity for the Treasurer
to enlighten the House and the country upon
the whole scheme. In embarking upon this
scheme we are going in for a huge expendi-
tare. In the event of failure for want of
money, or because the scheme 1is not
economical, we might desire to stop the
enterprise.  Yet, as a matter of fact. this
Bill commits us to the carrying out of a huge
scheme. although the House is not in posses-
sion  of the information it shouldl have
received from the Treasurer regarding the
ideas of the Government. Some hon. mem-
bers have spoken who are conversant with

the locality. and weo have read references
made by His Excellency the Governor
regarding the Dawson Valley, But we
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should have

Treasurer a

had at first hand from the
clear statement, co that we
could fairly and legitimately criticise the
proposai  before wus, The expenditure 1is
going to be fairly considerable. We had a
railway proposal before ux the other day,
and we are interested in knowing what the
likely results of railway construction will be,
and in what manncr the people are to be
settled. We know that we have £50,000,000
cxpended in various public works which are
yielding only & per cent. We are adding
to that expenditure, vet no word has fallen
from the Treasurer that would indicate to
the House that the money is going to be
judiciously expended or that it will be
remunerative to the country. The country
is burdened to an alarming extent, and now
we are having foisted on the State an
expenditure like this, without being told
what it is likely to produce in the way of
settlement. I do nct think we are treated
as we should be treated in this matter. I
consider this is one of the finest schemes that
we have ever had suggested or placed before
us, The hon. member for Murilla made
reference to the inland lake which will be
created. That may help the rainfall, but
it is the people we want. The scheme, great
and all as it Is, mu=¢ be arccompanied bs
settlement to be completely successful; but
we have had no idea from the Treasuver
regarding the settlement of that area. With-
out that information, and with no provision
for settling people, it is faulty, and no
sucecess may follow under it.
Mr. Bresnaw: In what way?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: To begin with, there
is no idea of an immigration policy, which
should go hand in hand with a scheme of
this kind. The hon. member for Normanby
put his finger upon things that should be
done. The hon. member approved of the
scheme, as I do. We have the land there,
and we want the people. If we had the
people, we could have secondary industries.
That is why we want an immigration icheme,
becanse all these things go hand in hand.

Mr. HarteEy: What is the good of an
immigration policy when vou have a lot of
people here now without land?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Hon. members
opposite are afraid of immigration. The
idea of the Government and their supporters
is to take the surplus people from the other
States in connection with great and grand
national schemes that will be initiated prac-
tically with the passing of this Bill. ~The
people we get from the other States are
insufficient. Now is the psychological
moment for the Government to take a look
at things, and sce that immigration goes
hand in hand with this proposal. The
Treasurer is prevented from doing the big
things which must be in his mind. We
must dissociate from this scheme all other
things except the preparation of the land
for settlement by the people, otherwise we
are going to err to an extent that will be
critical. We have spent two and a-half years
in conneetion with survess for this scheme.
Why could we not have a progress report
o1 it? The Treasurer is not giving us the

information which we rcquire in connection -

with this scheme. The brightest side of the
scheme just now is that the Government are
going to commence on a small portion of
the work first, and no doubt the House will
approve of entering upon that portion of the
scheme. But 1 am disappointed in another
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way. Various other schemes might have
been entered upon; there is other land
which has been proved again and again to
be entirely suitable for irrigation. The
hon. member for Murilla has referred to
the Condamine River, and the hon. member
for Toowoomba and I have referred to it
time and again. Great opportunities are
offered there for a scheme of a modest kind,
and the soil is altogether suitable for the
purpose. There could be a whole series of
weirs from Killarney on the one hand to
Condamine township on the other, and the
aggregate would be a wonderful irrigation
scheme. Why should it not be tried? It
might not be carried out in one jump, but
there is no more suitable place than on the
lands among the hills of Killarney—lands
perhaps among the richest in the State. I
hope that matters of this kind will receive
the attention of the Premier.

I hope that before the Bill passes the
Premier will state boldly what his ideas
are about immigration. It is no usc playing

with the thing, and telling us that 100
bors are coming to Quecensland from
Erngland. If he 18 going to be bold and

courageous in one direction, let him be bold
and courageous in another. Hon. members
on the other side have again and again
endeavoured to point out how industries
g» hand in hand, and in the earlier part of
the session we endeavoured to encourage
secondary industries by relieving them of
taxation; but the proposal was cried down
on the other side. We neced people on our
land. for then we shall be perfectly safe in
producing. The best customers we can have
arc the people of our own country. The
surplus certainly can be exported, but firss
let us give earnest consideration to building
up the industries of the country. Here we
have a great cotton-growing industry being
established. Why could not something have
been done to establish a sccondary industry
to deal with the raw product? We want
people in the cities and in the country, and
if the Government do not know how they
can achieve those two things, they should
make way for people who do. When ‘the
day comes, it will be revealed that the men
who succeed this Administration will be men
of a different order—men of vision stich as
the hon. member for Bowen speaks about—
and that the things they see will be carried
out for the development of the country with
understanding and confidence. The trouble
is that the Government have courage to do
certaln things, but not the courage to do
other things. They have plenty of courage
to pull down; they have no courage to build
up. Enterprise to-day, for instance, is
strangled by the very thought that, instead
of freehold tenure, the Government are
simply working up to a big communal
system which will go hand in hand with
their nationalising aims and objects. That
will not people the land. Hon. members
generally must approve of the idea in the
Bill, but to make it a success somcthing
more will have to be done, or the burden on
the peorle will be greater than they can
bear.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yauengo): We lhave
tarried far too long in this all-important

matter of. irrigation. To-day in Australia
there s not the outlet by war of local con-
sumption for the products that mar be
grown by irrigation in Quecnsland that there
wes a few wears ago, I think hon. members

Mr. Fdwards.
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on this side mentioned that a biz question
will ba the disporal of the products to be
grown on irvigation arvcas, I was very
pleased to hear the Trea-urer’s statement
that the passing of this Bill will ne ve
the Government power to spend the enormous
sum cf £2,000,000. 1 think it is a splendid
y out the smaller scheme firat, Iy

the meantime. 1 am satizficd thet the Ceuntey
party will cducate the Treasurer and the
membors bohind him in irrigation matters,
ju-t ss they have educatsd the hon. gentle-
man while they have been in the Honse s
to the wants of the farmer. Aftor all, the
Dawszon Valler scheme mar uct be ‘cund,
upon careful consideration, to be the Lest in
tho interests of Queensland., 1 are in
different parts of the Stats many :trcams

which might provide irrigation schemes more
suczessful than one huge scheme ahsorbing
all the moner in one place, which might for
some roason or other turn oub to be a failure.
Victoria’s success has been gained, 1ot by
cie huee ]1rirrahon scheme, but br ng
out many schemes in different parts of the
State. In that regard Viectoria to-dayv is an
example to other parts of Australia. Before
we go very far in the expendituve of huge
sums of money, this matter should be s “d
from top to bottom, to find cut whether it
is likely to be a success or not. We should
ot depend upon the opinion of one m=n. no
matter how cxpert he may he.

Many things have to be considered in
connestion with irrigation. The Mildura
scheme, as far as I understand, is a« great
a suee as any irrigation scheme which has
been carried out in any part of the werld.
“That is largely due, first of all, to the
climatic conditions; and, sccondly, to the
class of soil to which the water is applied.
Chaffey Brothers started that scheme in 18
To-day the settlers on the irrigation area are
&5 wealthy as the scttlers in any part of
Australin, The Treasurer this aftarnoon told
us that analyses of the soil have been made
which prove that the Da\\'son Valley soils
can be irrigated successfully.  Another ques-
tion which wili have to be considered care-
Tullr before we procecd very far with this
swheme is that of climatic conditions. That
is a big factor. While the #oil may be right

up to the mark as far as growving

[8.20 p.m.] is concerned, when water is put

over it at certain times of the
vear and certain climates it mar prove an
absolut> failure. In that respect Vietoria
rather has an advantage over us, becauss wa
depend on getting the whole of our rainfall
during the warm weather. That is the time
of the yeer when the greatest quantity of
water will require to be put on the land.
In some instapces we may be np against the
problem of having heavy web seasons after
ating. Very careful consideraton should
given fo the question of carrving cut a
numboer of schemes instead of having only
one hig scheme. Streams in different parts
of the State have been inspocted. The nature
of the soils, the lay of the country, and that
sort of thing should be taken iuto considera-
tion brofore a huge sum of money
£2.000,000 is spent in the Dawson Valley.
Very rarely in any part of Australiza has the
wost of establishing irrigation schemes not
been double or treble the cstimated cost.

like

The Mallee country at one time was a d

beit in the novih-west of Vietaria. Th

other night, when I was speaking in this
[Bir, Edwards.
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Chamber, I mentioned that the water in
Victoria in some instances ran in open
channels up to a distance of hundreds of
miies. I was laughed at by hon .members
ou the other side” I was told by the hLon.
member for Barcoo and the hon. member
for Bowen that, after all, Victoria was not
hUD‘IY"ds of miles across. 'The hon. member

for Barcoo claimed that North-west Victoria
was his native home, and laughed at me for
sayving that water was run in open channels
for hundreds of miles.

Mr, BULCOCK :

From the original head.

Mr. EDWARDS: I know that the hon.
nretnber does not often make incorrect state-
ments in the House, but he does so on orcca-
sions. T will read something which will prove
tu the hon. member that he should be careful

in making such statements, Tlere is an
instance of the length over which water is
ran in different parts of the north-west of

Vie toria.  The
1016-1817 says—

“When this wor

Victorian “ Year Beok ” for

is completed, these
districts, hitherto supplied from the Mur-
rav R by pumping, will be supplied
with (*qu&l ctficiency and at a lower
from the »tmmela River by gravita

ton.
The comprehensive Wimmera-Mallee gra-

vitation channel system will then serve
a total avea of 8.500 =quare miles, extend-

ing. approximately, from Lake Lonsdale
—-at the foot of the Grampisn Range—

on the south, to Ouyen and Piangil—
some 10 to 20 miles beyond Liake Tyrrell
—on the north, and from the Richardson
and Avoca rivers on the east to Lake
Hindmarsh on the west. The channels
which supply this extensive area have a

total length of 3,600 miles.”
Mr. Bricock: When the work is com-
pleted.  That is not from onc head.
Mr., EDWARDS: It shows how hon.
members can, unintentionally, mislead this
House.

Mr. Cornixs: We arc not going to swallow

that paragraph you have just quoted

Mr. EDWARDS: After all, that has bcen
the cause of the great success of tho settle-

ment of the dry belis of il hort
Victoria. The reason I quote tha

that it may be wiser to go into

districts where readings have been taken in
conrection with different streams, and sc

whether it would not be bettar to distribute
over different parts of the State the money
that we are ]7"0pd1€Q to spend in irrigation,
instcad of using it on the huge irrigation
scheme which may be a failaure. We should
carefully consider also—as the hon. member
for W‘ara clt pointed out—the question of
]Hlmlg(&u on for the purpose of settling the
right class of scttler on those lands when
they are reedy.

My, Cornins: You would want a loan of
£10.000.000 or £15,000,000.

My, EDWARDS: After all, it might be a
good husiness proposition to gei a loan of

£10.000,000 or £15.000,000.

There iz anothsr thing which could he
worked in very largely in connection with
this scheme. When men are brought to work
upon the arca they should be encouhwed to
put a portion of their wages into a fund to
cnable ‘h( ' to take up l‘md when the scheme
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is completed. The question of granting such
power to the Commissioner will be debated
i Committee. The hon. member for Murilla
stated that the power was not given to any
other man of handling such huge sums of
money in any part of the world. In Victoria
the schemes are controlled by a Trust or a
Commission of three. That matter will have
to receive very serious consideration before
we can agree to giving the powers that are
sought in connection with this buge under-
taking.

Mr. WARREN {Mwrrumba): I am
pleased that the Treasurer has stated
the scheme is to be tried in a small way
first. We have heard during the session a
great deal about the giant scheme that is
going to be put into operation. I am very
pleased that it is not going to be a giant
scheme. In such a scheme we have to
.consider three essentials—land, water, and
men. We are not going to draft off a body
of men and make them irrigation experts.
Egypt is the onls absolutely successful irri-
gation country in the world.

very
that

. Mr. Brrcock : Has the hon, member ever
heard of Arvizona?

Elr. WARREN: I am not going to say
that there are not other partially successful
schemes in existence. I kmow that irriga-
tion is successful in Golden Valley, and is
successful to a certain extent at Mildura.
In Kgypt 13.000.000 people are provided for
by means of irrigation. We talk about an

expenditure of a paltry £2,000,000 here,
The last section of the scheme in Egypt
wost  £5,000,000. That irrigation scheme

contains works that have been perfected by
i jon experts of the world. The very
best brains dealing with the distribution of
water have been utilised. Those men have
been reared as Irrigation experts. We know
that the Igyptian soil is alluvial, and
second to none in the world. It is perfect
soil for irrigation purpcses. Every year the
Nile water brings down its own fertiliser.
Labour costs only about five piastres a day,
which is a fraction over a shilling, and*there
is no reason why those irrigation schemes
shculd not pay. DPeople have claimed that
irrigation schemes have been successful in
Victoria. That has also been claimed srith
regard to Mildura., When the tariff ques-
tion was being discusted about three years
ago, the settlers on Mildura complained
that they could not grow fruit for the prices
that were offering, so a tariff of 3d. per lb.
was imposed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.  The biggest part of the fruit grown
at Mildura goes through a drying process.
That area is very close to the markets, We
are thousands of miles away from the
markets. It would be the greatest specula-
tion and gamble to go in for a huge scheme
of irrigation in Quecnsland. We must have
people. IHow are we going to get them?
It is no use hoping to get a few from the
other States. T theought the Treasurer was
going to bring forward a scheme to show
how he was going to populate these vast
paces. We have land second to none in
the world—I do not say for irrigation pur-
poses. It is all very well to get analysis
of the soil and sar that it is good for
irrigation.  We know what the soil can
grow. One hon. gentleman said that wheat
was to be grown on the irrigation areas.
“WWheat can be grown round Mitchell, Roma,
and on the Downs almost to perfection, but
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it would be nonsense to talk about growing
it on irrigation areas. It was said that we
could grow fruit. We can get millions of
acres along the North Coast line as good as
any country in Florida for fruit cultivation.

My, HARTLEY : Whereabouts ?

Mr. WARREN: Right along the North
Coast Railway.

Mr, HARTLEY : You don’t mean

Beerburrum ?

Mr. WARREN: No. The hon. gentleman
had not better refer to Beerburrum, or 1
will touch upon that.

Mr. Hamriey: The hon. gentleman caid
Beerburrum was second to none for growing
citrus fruits.

Mr, WARREN : That is a deliberate mis-
statement. I said nothing of the sort.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I
hope the hon. gentleman will not discuss
Beerburrum.

WARREN :

Mr. That matter has been
discussed pretty thoroughly. There are
hundreds of thousands of acres of better

land than ever Beerburrum was along the
North Coast railway, suitable for growing
citrus fruits. We have other parts where
we can grow deciduons fruits. We talk
about irrigation in connection with growing
fruit. We would have to go in for a drying
plant. We find that the Burrinjuck scheme
has beern a distinet financial failure,
Nearly $£3,000,000 have been written off
already. If the wall of the Burrinjuck
dam were to break, it would sweep all the
towns on Alurrumbidgee River into eternity.
It is one of the finest schemes of its sort
that we could have, yet with good water
and good land around XNorth Yanco, the
people are leaving there, and going 1nto
the dry wheat belts of Temora, and starting
wheat farming in preference to farming on
the irrigation area. They have their
factories there, but they cannot pay their
way, and one reason is because they are
over 300 miles from a market. It is not
that they have not equally as gocd land on
the banks of the Murrumbidgee as any we
have in Quecnsland. I know the country
perfectly, and the only thing they have not
got is the market. They have as good a class
of people as we can produce here, yet wo
find the Leeton sottlement is an absolutely
rank financial failure. Therefore it will be
wise for the Government to feel their way
before thev go in for a large irrigaion
scheme. 'There is no doubt irrigation is a
good thing, as we can see from the small
isolated plots in different places. The hon.
member for Nanango said that Victoria had
set us an oxample. Why? Simply because
they have Moclbourne, Ballarat, and Gee-
long—large manufacturing cities—to consume
a considerable portion of the stuff they pro-
duce. But we find that fruit is being over-
produced in Victoria at the present time.

AL, Corvixs: It was overproduced in Great
Dritain the other day.

Mr. WARREN: That is quite likely. At
the present time we have orchards laid out
in Oueensland, in New South Wales, and
particularly in Victoria that would produca
sufficient to  feed a population, not of
5.500,000, but of 10,000.000, and to-day we
find that the very people who are laying out
these orchards along the banks of the Murray
and in the Goulburn Valles ard other places

Mr, Warren.)
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are becoming almost distracted in their efforts
to find a market for their fruit., Now they
are going in for high-class fruit and irying
to export it; and until we can prove that
we can send our citrus fruits to the people
overseas, it i1s no use taiking about putting
large areas under fruit.

We heard a lot of talk on the Address in
Reply about this big irrigation scheme. If
this scheme were to eventuate, the Govern-
ment would have to bestir themselves and
find some means of disposing of our produce.
1f not, we would nct have a loss of £3.250,000
like there is in conneection with the Burrinjuk
scheme, but we would have a loss of many
more millions, and we would have the heart-
break of kucwing that the great scheme was
a certain failure instead of a success. We
want to cousider these schemes from every
aspect, and it is my duty to analyse this
scheme, as I know something about irriga-
ticn in other parts of the world. I do not
say anything against this initial scheme. The
Government are doing the right thing, but
I hope they will profit by the mistakes which
have been made 1n the other States. If they
profit by those mistakes, then we are not
going to lose a considerable amount of
money; but we must bear 1n, mind that the
produce from this irrigation area will have
to be carted a cousiderable distance to the
market. It must also be borne in mind that
fruit grown on irrigation arcas is very much
softer than other fruits. 1f we go in for
this irrigation =cheme, then we must evolve
a better tern of distribution than we have
had in the past, otherwise it is going to be a
failure. I congratulate the Government on
tackling the smaller schems first, and 1 trust
it will be the success the Government hope,
but I do think it is a mistake to put the
whole control in the hands of one man. I
have hcard nothing but good of the gentle-
man who we are told 1s to be appointed
Commissioner, but it would be better if the
scheme were put under the control of a
Commission. I trust that the Government
will see that, with the extra production, there
will be evolved a proper system of distribu-
tion.

Mr, BELL (Fassifern):

&

w0

We ave told that

this is a machinery Bill, and we have to
accept the Treasurer’s assurance on that
matter, because we have not had sufficient

time to study the Bills that come before this
House. However, we trust that there it no
ulterior motive behind the Bill, although our
experience in the past has led us to believe
that very often that is the case. The Trea-
surer has told us that before any scheme is
gone on with a report, together with plan
and estimate of the cost, will bz submitted
to Parliament. That is a very good idea,
because before the countrs is invelved in
expensive experiments, Parliament should
have a voice in the matter. The Treasurer
to-night laid stresx om the Dawson Vallev
scheme. No doubt, it is a good ssheme and
a big one, and one which appesls to the
imagination; but whether it 1s a practical
scheme, aund whether it will be put into
peration for many sears to come, is very
doubtful, becausc a groat scheme like that
will place on the area it serves a very hezavy
burden. shich will have to be met by the
people who secure land in the irrization area.
Alse, in order to settle this land under a
comprchensive scheme, the Government will
have to give financial assistance to many of
the scttlers. Although we realise what a

My Waryen,
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good thing irrigation will be for Queensland,
still we should not launch out on expensive
experiments before we arc absolutely satisfied
that they will be a success. In every irriga-
tion scheme in Australia the initial cost has
been so great that it has been more of a
burden than a blessing to the people. I
would like to suggest to the Treasurer that
there are many smaller arcas in Queensland
that are quite suitablic for irrigation; and, in-
order to prove whether irrigation will be
suceassful or not, I recommend that the
Government should start on some smaller
irrigation scheme-—such, for example, as the
Mount Edwards scheme. The Treasurer has
visited that district, and quite realises that
very excellent country would be served by
the proposed dam. The district is settled
and 1t has railway communicaticn, and, in
addition, it is within a short distance of the
metropolis  and suitable markets. That
scheme would not be very expensive. I think
the initial cost would only run to something
like £175,000. 1t has been recommended
that, until the dam was completed, not more
than 6,000 acres should be irrigated. The
catchment area is 834 square miles in extent,
but the percentage of rum-oif is wvery high.
and the whele scheme would be capable of
irrigating 24,000 acres.

This scheme will promote settlemeont, and
the water conserved will be of good qualits.
It is frew from minerals, and is excollent for
drinking and domestic purposee. 1 suggest
that, before any expensive experiments are
trivd, a smaller scheme should be adopted to
prove if irrigation can be made a success.
This area 1is close to a moerket, which is
very essential. To-day in Queensland much
produce has to be sold under the ¢ of
production, so that it is very essenfial, if
any big scheme comes into operation, to make

provision for marketing the pro-

[9 p.m.] duce. When the Treasurer was

dilating upon the Dawson Valley
irrigation scheme, I do not know whether he
was doing so jn order to give an excus: for
going on with the Baralaba-Castle Creek
Railway. We all recognise that the Dawson
Vealley irrigation scheme will eventually be
a good one, but I think it is a good many
vears before its time. In the meantime, I
suggest that the Government should start
with smaller areas to sce whether irrigation
can be successfully carried out.

At 8.2 p.m.,

The SpPEAKER resumed the chair.

My, COSTELLO (Carnarvon): I listened
to the Premier to-night when he launched
out on the Dawson Valley irrigation scheme
which we have heard so much ahout for the
past two or three years. We must all regret
the lack of enthusiasm on the part of hon.
members opposite in this scheme now that we
arc conlrouted with it. The scheme is really
too big for them to comprehend, or else they
realise that the prople who are going to be
revponsible for carrying the burden of this
scheme are those whom we on this side repre-
sent. Irrigation is not a new thing. It was
in operation in Mesopotamia in ancient times.
They are finding traces of irrigation there
dating back 2,000 years before the Christian
era. It was a huge success in those days.
The success of irrigation in Egypt has been

roferred to tomight. I would advise the
Treasurer and the Government to bs very
eauti with regard to what is done 1n

Tevp:, as the conditions in that country
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are not comparable with those in Queensland.
First of all, nature has ordained that the
products of Egypt should be grown by the
waters of the Nile. The {irst irrigation scheme
in Egypt in modern times was commenced
by Sir William Willcocks, the first part of
the contract running into’ £2,000,000. That
amount spent in £gypt would represent about
£15,000,000 spent here in that direction.

Mr. Brenyan: Black labour—you are advo-
cating 1t.

Mr. COSTELLO: That work was cuhed
out by black labour. You have to take into
consideration the question of labour in regard
to irrigation schemes in Quvensland. Lhe
first scheme completed by Sir William Will-
cocks was the Assouan DJam, which is about
600 miles from the mouth of the river on
the Mediterranesan, and the first part of the
scheme, as I waild, cost £2,000,000. Italian
skilled labour was used, with black labour
for the manual work.

Mr. BrENwaN: What percentage?

Mr. COSTELLO: The percentage of skilled
labour was only one in 100, The black
labourers, as the hon. member for Murrumba

mentioned, were paid about ls. a day. At
that time they were really slaves. Many
of thein were taken ocut of gaols in Igypt

and employed on irvigation work, and the
only remuncration thu got wa :
rations to exist on. It is impozsible for us
to compare irrigation schemcs in Queens-
land with those carried out in other countries
where labour has been obtained for pracii-
cally nothing.

Considerstion shouid also be given to the
quality of water. In Igypt, the water of the
Nile is most suitable for irrigation purposes.
The Nite brings down a lot of silt in the

water. After a very short time the land in
Egypt becomes productne and raises a light
crop, and after treatment by the Nile water
fam o af threae < ot banarkifaal

for & period of three you geb beautiful

land worth about £150 an acre.

Ir. CorLiNs: What kind of crops does it
grow?

Mr, COSTELLO: The crops are such as
we can produce. Then we must take into
consideration ihe marketing of the products
grown in Egspt. They are right against the
European markets. They grow cotton, wheat,
barler, and other crops. It is useless for us
to covltumplate growing wheat under irriga-
tion in Quecnsland; it will never be in our
time, for it will not pay, as the cost of water
will be so excessive. Cotton-growing will pro-
bably pay best in Quecensland. Cotton in
Egypt five vears ago was yielding from £60
to £80 an acre, and natarally people went in
for cotton-growing, also maize and other
kinds of produce paid well, Citrus fruits
are not doing too well.

The Treasurer mentioned the controlling
of what may be grown in the irrigation
areas. 1 have had experience in regard
to what people shculd and should not pro-
duce. In KEgypt, under British occupation,
production was controlled by the military
authorities. It was necessary that certain
crops should be grown to feed the army

of occupation, In that country, it was
quite simple to control production. There
was an officer who was a kind of Lord

Mayor of the district. He took his instruc-
tions from a higher authority, and passed
them on to the farmers under him; but

even in that country that system did not
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work out altogether satisfactorily, although
the people had always been subject to
authority. The Hgyptian rebellion in 1918
was caused principally because the people
felt they were suffering an injustice by being
compelled to produce certain crops which
did not pay them. They wanted to produce
things for which they could get the highest
return, They felt that they were not getting
a fair deal by not being allowed to do so,
and they turned against the conditions, and
ve had considerable difficulty in dea,]mg with
the rcbellion in that country. I fail to see
how the Government will be able to control
the people in regard to what they have to
grow in irrigated areas in Queensland. The
people will not be dictated to, even by the
Government of the day. It is no use com-
paring any scheme in Queensland with the
result in Kgypt, because the waters of the
Nile are different to any streams that we
have in Queensland. Regarding the Dawson
Valley scheme, I am a great believer in
irrigation, but I am very much afraid that
this scheme is gomfr to cost us many millions,
and we shall never be able to pay the interest
on it in our time, The hon. member for
Fassifern  suggested that the Government
should try a small area as an experiment
first. The Condamine River has been men-
tioned for one, and we also have the Scvern,
which is a most suitable river for irriga-
tion. The Macintyre River is another, There
is a light loam along the Severn River,
which 1s regularly in flood, and it would
be quite easy to start an urlgatlon scheme
there. It would cost much less than the
Dawson Valley scheme, and we could grow
many crops that would be easily marketable.

The Government have never taken into
ccasideration the value of the tobacco indus-
try in Queensland. That industry has been
neglected, although it has proved a great
success, and is a great asset to Queensland.
If we had a sma;l irrigation scheme in
L\JllllELLIUII V'vxLll LIIU DLV(‘I'I RIVKI we LUl}}_d
grow cotton, tobacco, and lucerne.  The
Government do mnot take into consideration
the value of lucerne to the State. The man
who has got lucerne is well off, and has
nothing to fear, particularly with 1rr1gat10n
He is secure agams{: drought. He can fatten
sheep, lambs, and cattle for market. 1 com-
mend such schemes as the Severn and
MeclIntyre to the Government.

The Government should also take into con-
sideration the quality of the water in the

Dawson. I know many streams in Southern
Queensland  where the water is highly
mineralised. There is no prospect of grow-

ing crops with mineralised water, and that
is a thing that has to be taken into con-
sideration. The nature of the soil and the
climatic conditions have also to be con-
sidered. The Secretars for Agriculture will
agree with me that we have a number of
pests in Queensiand, and we shall find, if
we go oun- with the Dawson Valley scheme,
that many pests will have to be contended
with there. This scheme will involve a huge
expenditure. However, T am always willing
to support anything of a progressive nature.
I will support the Bill, and watch the pro-
gress of irrigation in Qucen*]m;d with great
interest, but I am sorry they have not made
provision for introducing more people. The
scheme is no use without people. Before we
waste £2,000.000 or £3,000,000 on an irriga-
tion scheme, we should bring in more people
to help us bear the burden of taxation. That

W, estello. ]
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is why I think that the Government should
introduce a bold inunigration policy in con-
nection with this scheme,

AMr. TLITCIIER (Port Curti Quite
apart from the advisability of entering upon
any particuiar irrigation scheme in fuecns-
land, it is a good thing that this measure is
being introduced, because it provides the
machinery for forming a sub-department
for initiating irrigation schemes, and for
making necessary Inquiries in certain  dis-

tricts, It is neccssary that sooner or later
we must develop 1rrigation schemes in
Quecnsland. While  irrigation  schemes

cannot be said to be drought-resisting—the
conservation of fodder being a thing quite
apart and something that we might give
considerution to, because it iy cven more
NECOSIATY than irrigation—nevertheless
irrigation necds development also. Several
membevs  referred  to  the amount  of
mones lost in  connection with irrigation
schemes in the South, and they therefore
condemn every irrigation proposal. There
are many reasons for the losses incurred in
connection with the Jrrigation schemes in
the Southern States. The Burrinjuck scheme
cost £6,000.600, and £2.600.000 or £3,000,000
will have to be written off. 'There is a rea-
son for the failure in conncction with that
scheme. The channelling and water arrange-
ments were first class. 1 do not know if any
mistakes were made with regard to that
part of the business, but in connection with
the purchase of land and the development of
the towns and settlements, therc is no doubt
that gigantic blunders were made which
proved very costly indeed. The land was
purchased from Sir Samuel McCaughey for

3 10s. an acve, but they found afterwards
that a great part of it would not grow any-
thing. It was found that there was a clay
band under the soil running at a depth of
from 4 inches to 1 foot, and cvery time the
water was put on it it sot, and 1t required
to be ploughed up. Fruit trees were put in,
and after they were in twelve months they
became stunted and practically of no use.
Some people bought pigs, which they desired
to fatten on lucerne, but they found that they
could not grow lucerne, and they had to buy
food to keep the pigs alive.

. Harrey: That was the fault of the
Government,
Mr. FLETCHER: It was a Labour

Government that started the scheme.

The TREASURER: It was started and com-
pleted by the Holman Government,

Ay, FLETCHER: They built a bacon
factory there, but found there were no pigs
available. The initiation of the scheme was
all right and the water was all ri There
is plenty of excellent land at 2 , but a
lot of mistakes were made in conneection
with the channels on inferior land provided
for the sattlers at Leeton., The settlers were
advanced £1,000, but it was found that the
fruit trees which were put in would not grow.

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE : Who told
you that?

. FLETCHER: I know from my own
experience, a5 I lost some money there,” They
put cleetrie light throughout the whole setile-
ment. They cut up the arcas into saall
blecks and they discovered that a lot of the
money spent had been absclutely wasted.
After a good deal of declay they had to
compensate a lot of the settlevs for their
land, and they gave them some land in a
more favourable part further up. That is

[My. Costello.
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where the losses came in. A lot of thewe
losses could have been avoided if a little
more care had been exerd The irriga-
tion scheme theve was ail vight, but 15 wa
the dearness of the land, and the ill-con-
ceived administration, that svas responsible
for the losses. I consider that the success of
the scheme largely depends on the man who
hus control. 1 notice that it is proposed to
pay the Commissioner up to £2,000 a year. I
would not cbject to pay up to £5007 if we
got the right man, because he 11 he con-
trolling not only the Dawson Valley scheme,
but also schemes in other parts of the State,
and the right man may save us hundreds of
thousands of pounds. e has to huve high
qua ations. The Premier stated that M
Partridge was an engincer, and engincers;
as a rule, arc not busine:s men. Jt was an
engineer who was in charge of affairs at
Yanco. Had a busincss man of high busi-
ness ability been in charge. T do not believe
the mistakes there would have oecurred, But

the Premier also stated that rtridge
had had a considerable exper Imint

trative work, and certainly from his experi-
enee in irrigation affairs in the Soeuth and
other countries he seems to be highly quali-
fied. I hope he has the administrativo
ability. because I believe that is absolutely
arv. A man of high administrative
ability iho understands irrigation and all
about the construction works, can employ
engineors and other officials to do the more
technieal work, so long as he sces the thing
in its right perspective end can avoid mis-
takes, ITe wants to be able to sift each pro-
blem, to accept things that are sound and
reject things that are unsound.

5

I do not sec how any of these irrigation
schemes can be a failure, if they are com-
ducted as ther should be conducted. and if
the land and water are suitable: but thero
is scope for tremendous losses if vou start
wrong. That js why. in the first place. we
must get the right man as Cammisstoner. I
hope thet in that respect no ke will bo
made, and that it will be seen that he 13 a
man of administrative ability and round
judgment, because otherwise vou may have
spent hundreds of thousands of pmmdsﬂven
milliors of pounds—before you kuow where
vou are, and have an almost impessible job
in rectifying the mistakes.

The chief difficulty which will have to be
met in this scheme on the Dawson will be in
the choice of the crops that are to be grown.
The Treasurer recognised that there would be
a difficulty. and the man who is guiding the
destinies of these schemes will need to have
such business acumen as will cnable him to
direct the settlers as to what they shall pro-
duce, Tt is no use producing things that are
not going to be market It s quite
possible that we may be able te dey 'T‘op nig-
raicing on a very la seale.  Possibly
further work can be done in dairving, if if
is not possible to flood the market, and
we may do quite a lot in coffon-growing,
and the production of luctrne and fruits. But
we must develop our population in Australia
#0 that we ghall have a market to counsumso
more of our own products; and we must see
that we preduce cheaply cnough to enable
us to compete in overses markets at a pro-
fit. We cannot do that unless we have a
low production cost; therefore we cannot
afford to have any mistakes, because any

Vi
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will either fall on the settlers

wasre Cf moncy

il be written off and charged to the
public of Queensland,
1 upderst il from the Treasuror's state-

ment that it m not intended immediately to

Dawron  Valley irrigation

cme Pm‘l\abl; it will be vears before it
corumenced, but it is proposed to start
snaller secheme at Castle Creck almost
imvmrhxt dv. and within  a  few months
settlers, the hon. seuticasn savs, will be
able to go on the land. It is not possible

for then: t2 go on that land without railway
communicarion. and ..ppawntl" fhl% Castle
Cree
diate building =f the Baralaba railwa;
_the fare of 1t Jve whole thing scoms
unwize, The expe nditure of £409.007 on the
railvay and the further n\ppn(lmlrv on this

scheme is intended to justify the imme-

On

Castle Creok drrigation schews is going to
mean =Uch an outlas lm‘r 5030 acres of
ted land certainly will vot p for it.

t will be uupayable at Teast until the big
seheme gets underwas fome vears hevee. Our
finaness ave such that we caniot stard any

more loan expenditure unless on preducti
Jinces, I copeur with the kon. mewboy for
Fa==iforn thar it would be far better to start
won the Mount IBdvards « re as an experi-
mental schieme. The initial outlay wouid
ouly be s ing like £175.620. and the areca
of country develeped is greater and nesrer
to markeis. It would be safer, and at the
same time we could discover how the vhol
thing woerked and what the prosperts wer
in the Dawson Valler, T shall be Vory
interesszd to era swhat Mr. Partvidge has to

on the subject of the Castle Creek scheme,
< to me that the urgency of winning
armenby seat 1s such that the Govern-

must justify the heildieg of the rail-
and thvs smaller schemwe is brouwht
nsequence. I the big scheme s

for yearvs it will be very
"v‘ hoto build that ratlwav and not have
‘]'H)‘I'lf’(\ to ca o1 the raﬂ\nav lire; and

the money +p wt on the pumping plant at
the sma’ler dain will be \\'a«t“d. berause the
bigg will be worked by gravitation.

T am simply in avour of the formation of
this hledO})dl‘t""‘r‘t of the ¥
develop irrigation. It is necessary to have
something of the sort. but T hope the greatest
care will be exercited and that every avenue
will be tested before anv big scheme is
launched, because the expericnce of Australia
in the past has heen that huge sums can be
lost if you start in wrong. I hope the
Treasurer will see that the Commissioner is
the most capable man that can he found in
Auwstralia, because the success or otherwiss
of the :cheme depends on whetner the nght
man controls it.

Mr. SWAYXNE (Mirani): 1 think it has
heen brought home to us of late wears tha
some impr\,vcment in our methods must ba
made if wo are going to m: uumn a large
nopulation. %imnrr that that is the case, I
think we @1l yeulise thet in the Bill before us
there is the germ of very great possibilitics
At the same tinte. m view of the Inl"re cxpen-
diture which such thines involve, it is

ential that oll the works which may be
undertaker under the mensure shall be most
economically conducted, and that the nossi-
bility of a large unremuncrative expenditure
carefulls avoided. or else it will simply
a(fl to our hurdens. We have already a
](l""‘(‘ amount Of n‘OﬂC‘V :ullk ln enter-

whiclt are not paying interest. First

-
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of all, therefore, I would urge the Govern-
mest not to tie themselves do“n to any
prticular method of mye;drvm <, but that they
wze whatever offers as the best, whether 1t
i fabour or corruv‘ The producers
calledd upon in time to come to hear

the burden cof ang unjustifiable cost. in the
shape of interest. If that kept in mind
and thosze mmmllmg affzirs sce that they
eet for the public the very best
[9.20 p.m.] return for the woney, there is
1o reason who should  not

this
contain the elemients of very zreat good for
Queanstand,  In all probability, lucerne will
be one «i the |)|1nupa1 crops to he grown,
T yonember that, in the 1902 drought, a firm
t Cowra in Now South Wales, at a time
vhen sheep wer e dying all round, obtained
xﬂlumle resuits,  The statements regard-
their worlk seemied so oxtravagant that
1»1(‘ Now 8 'mm Wales Government fonmdowd
it a nztr.rmnl question and sent an official up
to see swhat was being done. A paddoclk
was turned over to him wud on 22 acres of
irrigated hLicorne he fattened 1.600 drought-
stricken sheep—not sheep that were half Fat.
The shee P vere not put in the lucerne 17'1(1»
deck,  but were kept in perfectly bare
ddocks alongside, and the lucerne was cut
fed to them. T mention that to show
possibilities of irrigation.
It has always stvuck me that the possibili-
ties convecied with lamb ra kave not
-)11‘.7m plored. In \ ictoria  the
industry has reachod consideralle dimensions,
while in New Scurh Wales and Sowsh Austra-

lia » litrle of it is done, We know what the
fat lamb trade h=z done for New Zealand.
Such an ar @3 we have in view on the

Dawsen  is most favourably siruated for
fattening la mb. In Victoria they buy aged
Merino ewes from the large sheep properties
and put them with medinm and long wool

rams, such as Shropshiro, Southdown, and
Border-Leicester, and get fat lambs.  The
induwstry is a sonre? of considerable revenue

to that State. Seeing that there are large
moa.\"o”\\ on the L]fzmv river below Rock-
wampton, within casy reach of the Dawson
K allex, this would very likely be a profitable
work to take up.

We must get away from the old ¢ r
to luck” methods which have Ch'ild(’t:‘lﬁld BB
in the past. We know that our climate is
one of oxtremes. During the first two or
throe months of the year heavy fiocds ocour,
and then for eight or nine months not a drop
of rain falls. In some districts on occusions
ther get no rain for three or four years. As
o ‘1"1'1(‘1.1]1111‘

our populztion mclm «0s  and
grows, we must try and conserve our supplics
of water. It has often been said that our

only means of repelling an invasion is to
have a population of at least 20.000.000 in
Australia. I doubt very much whether our
food supplies under present methods would
be adequate for a population of that
romber, A faw yesrs ago, during the pre-
valence of a drought. I was journeying North
with two men who were acknowledged authori-
on  stock  matters—Messrs,  Baynes
Yeoibors. Thev teld me that at that time
thers was scarcely a fat bulleck ohtainable
in Queensland: that the only fat stock was
right the Northern Territory, and it
would har be sufficient to maintain even
cur present small pﬂ]mhhon for more than
a f:w weeks or months.  Luckily
we reached the extreme limit rain came and
saved us, Tt is easily rexlised that, if e
are to build up Australia into a great nation,

i1, Swayne.]
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we must adopt such methods as will increase
our food supplies. In parts of India the
climate is very similar to that of Australia—
extremes of wet and drought—yet we know
what a teeming population is maintained
there by the aid of water conservation. We
read of what they call tanks or big dams
miles and miles round which have been in
existence for thousands of years, through
the aid of which this large population is
fed. That shows the great possibilities there
arc in the way of irrigation. It seems
to me that at the present time we have hardiv
sufficient of the right class of seftler to work
these arcas: and, hand in hand with any
large irrigation scheme, should go an immi-
gration scheme. The one is a sequel to the
other. We have heard some hon. members
speak about the necessity for a home market,
while others have stressed the need for grovw-
g crops which are adaptable for export.
I think that both objects have to be kept
m view. If we get the population which it
18 neeessary that Australia should possess, we
shall have the home market quite capable of
abiorbing ail that we can produce. There
Is an interregnum to be breached, aud during
that period we shall have to look for oversea
markets.

I have alreads mentioned an industry that
seems to lend itself to that purpose. Others
have mentioned dairying, When the differont
nations in Europe settle down to steady work,
as we hope to sce them do in a rearonably
short time, the market for products such as
meat, butter, and so on, will.incr:asc: and
it will be an advantage for us to scll and
for them to buy. We can aitain a great
measure of success in that direction only
by irrigation. I come from a distrie: where,
luckily, irrigation is not necessary. Speaking
with some experience as a cultivator, 1 say
that in very many instances good cultivation
is all that 1s necessary cven in places whore
people consider that irrigation is essential.
Small sums of money have been spent for
irrigation purposes in the distriet from which
I come. The Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany spent a good deal of money on one of
their plantations. Onc farmer that I know
put £400 into a steam pump, and another a
slightly larger sum. At the sam> time their
experience has been that, variable though
the seasons have been, therc was sufficient
rainfall to render them independent of irriga-
tion, provided therough cultivation was gone
in for, and the pumping plants fell into
disuse.

It must always be remcmbered that if it
takes £5 or £7 an acre to, put the water on
the land, that is only the beginning, and
mere raoney has to be spent m getting it
applied to the crops. The Treasurer dwelt
at some length upon the expert advice he
had obtained. I was very glad to hear
that. The estimated cost of the Inker-
man scheme, in the first place, was £130,000,
and mnow we find it has increased to
£400.000, and we are afraid that the cost
will be beyond that figure. I asked a ques-
tion the other day as to what was the esti-
mated acreage supply of water during eight
hours. An answer should have been furnished
at a moment’s notice. It may be foolish to
say so, but the lark of infermation to that
answer 15 verv informative, On a scheme
costing £400,000 to £500,000, the Government
should have some idea of the supply of
water which will be available when the
scheme is completed. I was told that the

[Mr, Swayne.
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information would be prepared. The officials
should have it at their fingers’ ends. I asked
a question with regard to the number of
wells that were good and the number that
were no good. That information should be
in the hands of the officers controlling the
matter. They should know to a well how
many are good and how many are failures.
I was told that the information would be
procured. Perhaps the information was there,
but the DMinister was ashamed to disclose it.
However, the people can form their own
opinions. I hope that in the near future
better methods will be followed. I hope
that the gentleman who will be appeinted te
take charge of the scheme will be {fully
capable of handling the matter, and will
carry it on in the best interests of the people.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I am not
going to give this Bill my blessing. I think
it is the worst thing that the Government
have done yet.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Oh!
Mr. Brexxan: The irrigation should be

established on the Dalrymple Creclk.

Mr. DEACON: Any scheme would be
ruined by a measure like this. I do not
think you will got any settlers to endure
what they will have to suffer under a Com-
missioner with powers such as sre proposed
to be given by the Bill. It i: the farmers
who will grow the crops and not the Com-
missioner who will malke the irrigation scheme
a success. The farmers would not stand a
man having powers like the Comaissioner
will have.

Mr. Kirwax: You cbject to political inter-
ference, snd when you get independent control
you also object.

Mr. DEACOXN: The Government could
issue orders, and if they did not suit the
Commissioner he could issue fresh orders, and
the settlers would suffer in both cases. The
Bill means more expenditure and more taxa-
tion on the people. In the end it will mean
a lot of ruined settlers.

Hon. W. Foraax SymiTH: You take a very
doleful view of the situation.

Mr. DEACON : It is not a doleful view;
it is a commonsense view. I have no faith
in the benevolent intentions of the Govern-
ment or of any Commissioner ther may
appoint, The settlers will have no veice in
the spending of the money, no matter whether
it suits them or not. They will have to take
the position and lump it. They can be
turned off the land. I think they are to be
allowed to buy the land.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No.

Mr. DEACOXN : There is some such tenure,
The Commissioner has power under the Bill
to declare a noxious weed or a noxious
animal, and he can term the settlers noxious
animals if he deszives. I am endeavouring
to show hon. members opposite the mischiof
they are going to make. Surely they kanw
the mischief thev have done in the past!
They cught to realise that thev have never
vet done anything for the people on the land.
They have made attemp?s. but the farmer
has had to work out everything for himself
Clortain crops will only return a  certain
amount in comparison with the amount
expended on the lond, If wou have to pay
too dear for any lend and then start and
make a profit out of the erops—the rate is
there to pay whether voun call it interest ox
whatever you may call it
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Hon. W. ForeaN Swurra: That is the
grouble with a lot of land in Queensland—
over-capitalisation.

Mr. DEACOXN: There is no necessity to
make it worse.

Hon. W. Foreax Swiru:
happen in this case.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
throwing cold water on the scheme?

Mr. DEACON: I am showing what 1is
likely to happen. It is not a matter of
throwing cold water on it. When the Bill
gets into Committee I hope the Government
will agree to put some limit on the powers
of the Commissioner, and that they will show
some consideration for the pcople who have
to farm the land. They are the people to be
mainly considered. 1 hope the Government
will also sce that the pcople who are alrecady
settled there will not have to pay further
taxation owing to the tremendous expendi-
ture this Bill foreshadows.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (4lbcrt) : More or less,
I have always been somewhat of an enthu-
siast in cchnection with the possibilitics of
irrigation in our State. There is no question
that during a certain period of the scar
we have an immense amount of water which
is allowed to run to waste. Then, again, we
have streams which, if properly dealt with
by means of weirs and dams, would conserve
a very large quantity of water, and in many
instances we  have the land along these
streams which, at a glance, apparently is
suitable for irrigation purposes. In dealing
with so great a question as the one involved,
it is nceessary to cast around for the purpose
of seeing what irrigation has done where
it has beon put into operation. Probably,
in Egypt the largest amount of capital has
been expended in the construction of bar-
rages and dams for the purpese of conserving
water and irrigating a comparatively small
area of land in relation to the amount of
money involved: and apparently the scheme,
although it has cost such large sums of money,
has been carried cut on business lines and is
a success from a business standpoi Turn-
ing again to our own Commonwealth, w2
find on the Murray River that, by means of
irrigation, suc has been attained at Mil-
dura and Renmark: but w> have to realizc
that these two propositions were earried out
by private entrrprise, and unquestionably
they wers established on business lines, and
every matter having relation to the success
of the scheme—climatic condition, the suit-
ability of the soil for irrigation, and the crops
that were to be grown on the irrigated sreas
—was In th> first instance fully considerad.
Of course, we find that the crops which are
grown iu those places can be made market-
able owing to the dryness of the atmosphere.
In our own fHtate, while it may he possible
to grow fruit of an equal quality—1 am vain
¢nough to say of a supevior guulitsr to thai
grown at Mildura—vyet, owing to climatic
conditions, we would not be able to make
that fruit markectable. Therefore, we have
to abandon crops of that chavacter. Then,
again, the Treasurer spoke about the possi-
bilities of growing deciduous fruits, but we
have to reslise that, until we find a remedy
for the fruit fly, we must abandon anv hope
of making a success of growing such clasz of
fruits, Those who have attempted growing
those fruits have found that the crop has been
a financial failure. Then we come to the
question of citrus fruits. I have no doubt
citrus fruits could be grown there to perfec-

That will not
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tion, especially if the growers had a proper
supply of water; but hon. members are
aware that. under present conditions, these
crops would not be a financial success. In
Southern Queensland—I speak from experi-
cnce—there are arcas in the electorate which
I represent upon which orangerics were laid
down, and to-day those orangeries are not a
financial success. In many instances they
have been allowed to go to ruin, and in
some cases the trees have been rooted out
although the soil is eminently suited for the
purpose, and it is now solely used for dairy-
Therefore, under the conditions that
ISt ¥, we have to realise that only
certaln crops can be grown which will result
in a financial success, and those crops are
limited so far as numbers are concerned.
The question that arises with reference to this
irrigation scheme is; what is to be the cost
of the water supplied ?

Any hon. memwber who has taken the
trouble to read the history of irrigation in
the State of California will realise that it
is only by the adoption of the most economic
methods and by supplying water at a mini-
mum of cost that irrigation has proved a
success there. Consequently the first question
in_connection with any scheme is what the
initial cost will be, as that will be the
determining factor so far as the price of
water is concerned. I understand that the
{irst scheme which it is proposed to enter
upon under the Bill is one at a place where

there is no railway. It struck me

[10 p.m.] as rather putting the cart before

the horse to enter upon an irri-
gation scheme before a railway has been
constructed to the area in question. It is
necessary to have means of communication
with the port of export, if this scheme is
to be a success. Then, again, if a railway
is not constructed to the irrigation area in
the first instance, the cost of material for
carrying out a work of such magnitude
will be enormously increased, which will
mean that the cost of water will be much
greater than ‘it would be if the materials
used in the construction of the dam could
be obtained at a cheaper rate. I under-
stand from the Treasurer that, before any
expenditure is undertaken in carrying out
the work, the whole matter will be sub-
mitted to the House, with plans and reports
ou the suitability of the soil for irrigation
purposes, to enable members to come to a
conclusion as to whether the scheme is likely
to be a financial success. It would be a

‘rious mistake if—with the almost absolute
knowledge that irrigation is going to prove
cne of the most successful means of settling
this great State—the cost of water, owing
to the fact that railway construction has
boen deferred instead of proceding the
scheme, has rvendered the construction so
costly that it would be impossible to place
=ottlers upon the irrigated area as they
would not be able to make a financial success
of their venture. The Inkerman irrigation
scheme has been referred to, and, if the
figures which have been quoted at different
times in respect to 1t are correct, the cost
of water to the settlers there would prohibit
the scheme from being a financial success.
The land will become so burdened by the
cost of the water that it will be an area
which will be avoided by settlers. save in
some exceptional circumstances. This is a
matter which should be discussed without
party feeling, because it is one which

Homn., J. &. Appel.]
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materially affects the

development
settlement of the State.

All the matters brought forward by mem-
bers on this side should be taken into con-
sideration by the Minister who desires to
make the whole scheme a success. There
are unqguestionably  very large  powers
vested in the Commissioner, but whether they
are greater than he should possess is not a

ratter on which I am prepared to give an
opinion at present, Oue of the difficulties
in connection with a swheme like this is that
those who have to bear the Lurden and by
theiy industry make the whole schome -
financial success will not secure that tenure
in the land to which they are entitled. It
was suggested by the Trearurer that it might
be necessary to lay down conditions regard-
ing the crops which the selector would be
permitted to grow. But the selector would
be handicapped by the tenure. IFrom my
experience of the carlier setilers, a great
number of whom I knew personally, I know
they always favour the freebold tenure. That
is the only way that we can have setilement
on the land. When a man goes on an area
and feels that the land is absolutely his own
property, then he carves out his cwn pros-
perity so far as the management and control
of that area is concerned. We have had
ample evidence that the men who make a
success of their land are those who have the
frechold tenure. I know men who came into
my district when it was standinz serub, They
had no capital except the capital represented
by their thrift, encrgy, and endurance. They
knew that the land would become their own
some day. They have been subject to taxa-
tion, which amounts almost to confiscation,
but it is their own land to the extent that
they own it and can do what ther like with
it. I have =zeen thosc men become indepen-
dent men and a credit to the State. Every-
one desites that an irrigation schome uld
be eatered upon in Queensland, but such a
scheme should be followed with further
development, and that can only be brought
about by adding further population to our
State. Let me point out that any scheme
for the scttlement and development of the
State in which a large capital has to be
expended will be absolutely uselesss unless
we have a population prepared to undertake

the attendant liabilities; and, unles: th
conditions are made considerably moro
liberal, unless it is assured that the cost of

water will be so reasonable that there is a
chance of the settlers getting a fair return
for the labour thev expend, and, further-
more, unless they arve assured of a better
tenure than that for which the Bill pro-
vides, T confess that I am ineclined to think
that the scheme +will not achieve the wishes
of those of us who desivre to see the pros-
perity and settlemeut of this fair State of
ours properly  aseisted. Of  ecourse, the
Minister in charge of the Bill may accept
reasonable amendiments which will sufficientlr
broaden the mes=ure. and I have no doubt
that in that case it may beecome isore attrac-
tive to persons who may be willing ro assist
in that development. ¥veryhody will agree
that we may pass measurc after measure,
but the mere fact that we have anv measure
on the statute-book does not ensure success.
Only by having a good measure and good
administration, which will commend it to
those who are preparnd to go on the land
under it, will it attain success. With the
keen desire I have that a sound policy of
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andirrigation should be pursued, to assist not

only the meu on the land but also the deve-
lopment of our secondary industrics—iu the
nroduction, for instance, of agricultural
machinery and all else that is required by
the man on the land—1I should very much
vegret if, because the conditions were too
stringent or not sufliciently liberal, it should
fail.

Mr. FRY (FKuwrilpa): No argument can be
adduced against a measure to store up the
water which falls on the lands of our State,
and which otherwise would run away to the
ocean. To be fully profitable, however, a
scheme such as this must be included with
other schemes of development and works
properly placed and economically constructed
and managed. Then only will they prove
a boon to the city and country alike. When
I say that this scheme must be worked in
conjunction with other schemes, I have in
mind the development of the interior of the:
State by supplying water power, not only
for irrigation purposes, but for the genera-
tion of electricity, Steam is rapidly giving
place to clectricity, which is much cleaner
and more cfficient, Many of the drawbacks.
associated with living in the country are due
to tho out-of-date methods used in providing
power, An electric scheme would provide
for the machinery for manufacturing our raw:
materials, With a well-apportioned water
supply, foodstuffs will be assured for the
people in the State; and, with manufac-
ture on the spot, large manufacturing centres
will grow up in the interior of the State.
In that way the State will benefit and the
populaticn will be taken away from the
coast. We shall then put to the best use the
inheritance that we have. T do not know
why there is so much ohjection to a Bill of
this nature. If we look ahead probably
fifty years, we shall see the development
which is going to take place, to the benefit
of the whole of the community. Quecnsland
at present is an exporter of raw material.
Tf we want to build up manufacturing indu
tries so as to absorb our unemployed,
have to malke some provision. In this mea-
sure we are putting down the foundation for

huge «devclopments. 1 can prophosy that
Qucensland is going to be one of the
wealthicst States of the Empire. It will be

a beehive of industry. It is the duty of the
Government to introduce a Bill of this kind
and apply themselves earnestly to the
development of the scheme. T hope that the
Government will take a broad view of the
matter, and not look upon it as a vote-
catching method by which they can oust
the hon. member for Normanby or somebody
clse. Tt has a decper interest to the State
than the gaining of party political advan-
tage. A scheme such as this applies to
every person in every part of the State.
In Brishane we can see the benefits which
follow the conservation of water. The water
which we get from our taps every day is
the wvesult of storage.

Mr. BreExxax: Sit down.
want to stonewall the Bill?

The SPEAKIER : Order!

Mr. FRY: I ask the hon. member for
Toowoomba to behave himself. I am not
going to argue with a man who pays his
accounts with valueless cheques.

Mr. Brexxax: Sit down! Sit down!

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope that the-
hon. member for Toowoomba will obey mmn
call to order.

Why do you
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Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS interjecting,

The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
for Pittsworth also to obey my call to order.

Mr. FRY: The Government are well
advised to bring in a scheme of this nature.
Opposition members will give the Bill every
support, provided the work is carried ous
in a_ wise and economic way. Is it not a fact
that all the water conservation schemes in
Australia, with the exception of Mildura,
have been financial failures?  TFor that
reason the State Government should devise
some means by which they can make the
scheme in Queensland a profitable one. The
water conservation scheme outlined in the
Bill cannot be successful unless the water
power is used for generating clectric power,
and so give lighting facilities, enabling the
sehtlers to go in for more than actual
farming.

Question—That the Bill be read a second
time—put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Committee
was made an Order of the Day for
to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.20 p.m.





