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1802 Otficwls in Parlia1wnt, Etc., JJil'. [ASSEMBLY.] B1·i,bane Tramway 'l'rust Bill. 

FRIDAY, 22 SEPTEiv.iBE:~, 

The SPEAKER (Hon. vV. Bcrtrarn, ."tf,L,'a) 
took the chair at 11 a.1n. 

BRISBA:',"E TRAMWAY TRUST BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Jlr. Ilirwan, Brisbane, i.1 tlze chair.) 

Clause 1-" Shnrt title "-put and passed. 

Clause 2-" Di<·is'·m of L1ct "-put and 
pas-.ed. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR:';'ES (H!Iimlw): I move 
the insertion of the following new clause to 
fol]o,v clause 2 :~ 

''This Art shall not (J)illC into force 
unless or until a poll of thP electors of 
cycrv ar2a vvithin anY nart of \\~hieh anv 
tram line, of the company are con
StlTCh'd has been trrken upon the ques
tion "hethcr or not this Act shall come 
into force, nor unless a majority of tJ:e 
ch,ctors \vho vote at such poll vote m 
favour of bringing this Act into force. 

" Such poll shall be bken in the 
manner provided by tho Local Authoi'i
ties Acts for the ascertainment of the 
wish' " of electors by taking a poll." 

Mr. H.IRTLEY: You are still standing up 
for Badger. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: The new clause 
explains itself. In connection with every 
mutter with which local authorities have to 
ded a poll is demanded. Jf, for instance, 
any local authority wishC's to appro~ch the 
Troasurrr in rcrard to the l:trrying ont of 
aJF \'• lrk. before a loan can he grant('d the 
opportunity has to he given to th- ratC'pavcrs 
of voting- on the proposal. :Uuch more, then, 
\Vhf'n a~n cxpC'nditnre of. approxin1atcb·, 
£2.000,000 to £3,000,000 is inw,h-cd, the 
dPmocratic rule of appealii1g to the people 
should bo follo\Ye 1. I cannot. unclerstnnd how 
an- hon. mernber opposite can bring hin1self 
to vote ag-~lnst tbic; ne·.\· cJau 2. 

lvir. I-IART~EY: I cannot und0r:-1tand how 
";,·on c>a.n ~H1vocate the initiative and 
i·0f~r0ndum in vie1v of your past actions. 

Ho:c. vY. H. B.\R"'RS: The hon. rn<•mbcr 
LJr Fitzro~r will ha vo an opportunity of 
c~~plain1ng hirn·clf \Yhen ho rl~:: to ~pf·1k. 
I am responsible for m:r ections. 1f 
this '\VlS n1erely a qucvtjon ~ ff'w ponnd~, 
it would not matter at all. The hon. nwm
bor for Oxle:r quite recent!v pointed out that 
the Go,~ernnH~nt in annthcr diroction had 
refus~d a city authorit:' poF0r tn tc ke CN· 
tain action unless thoy appealed to the 
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'people. I an1 asking the GoYernment to bo 
•consistent. I have no doubt that the Pre
·mior will >tccopt this "mcndmont, b0cau '" 
it is along demO':rrrtic 1ines. The value of 
the nndert .. king has been yartouslT- csh
rnatcd. Thr• Prcn1.i01' statr-d that the value 
S1Jln ~jt~pd t:. l:jn1 lr his Con1mis~ion 1vas 
£1 I do r:.o~ kt:o;v -what the com-
pa!1": is, bnt I think I an1 safe in 
a•:ir:,r tlu1t t:l" L:)Llp~tn:v will '.VFJnt £2.0~0.000. 

vY, "'·"": :r ther,, arc certain legal matters 
1-hnt 1-rill to lv dealt v ith h0foro the 
hto"'irH ,:; CHrt ?..JitLh:•d. I believe tho 
pcoplt" a!·r~ ·h;:t~·c fh12 rn'"~ttor pla('cd 
bef c,r." tlH'"~"d they ran oxprc"~s an 
oni:1io~1 \Yith r, to it. If we do not do 
thnt, 'Sf' aT'-' tru.;t~ug the 11cople at all. 
'Th' ~o mPnd~ 1cni i~ a ~anf" and sensible one, 
nnd :.:hould a1Y,w1l to nl1 hon. mcrnbers. 

Th0 PTIE~TKR (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
('hi!' rto'': J t: ink J sEfficientl-7 indlcatcd 
dt'l·i-F; tlw , end r•,ading debate that I 
cc u 1d : r' ;-nt a nrdp0~1l sucl1 as is no~.v 
rno~.~c 1 ' hen.' 1n0rr.b::r to delay the 
op rntion:-3 13i1l nntil a poll jg taken. 
I h.~'- 0 P,) o',,1 to thi·7 1)roposal m~ other 
-rk0 n"r:n ~ f'Tl~tr JiH1_:>d to the elrctor3 
if th' ... re. ;s tt r• ,q,::.·on for it and eome 
gond cf!n h: accompli.d1rd bv t'"~king that 
ronr~;:- nf ncr:·u"'. In this ('f!\·e 'the hen. mcm-
lwr hos the emcndment principal!:· 
en tlw that th0 details of the pro-
po-ol enhmittccl to the electors. 

Ho,, \-,·, H. T\1111<'' 0 : I did not sav that. 
The p0r _plP ".}'r'l1ld ha Ye ;n opportuTiity of 
('Xrrr's3ili£" Hwir opinion. 

The PREMIER : Th" hon. m<'mber sug
gests that som0 more .concrete propocal than 
has been ple.ced before them sh:dl now be put 
forward. He overlooks the fact that the 
question of the e"cquic,jtion of the trams 
has been before the people, m1d has boon 
endorse-d hv the people. It was the policy of 
both the L'lhour party and the K ationalist 
party at the last municipal elccti<-ns. Thc 
g-eneral que,ti<'n of the municipalisation of 
the trams wac then endorsed by the people. 
'The hon. member says that something- more 
specific now -honld he put before them. \Ye 
•cannot pnt anything bPfore the electors that 
would give them anv definitA information as 
to what their obligatirns will be. 

Hon. \V. H, BARKES : Surolv, when the 
matter is so indf'f!nitt', the p8oplo have a 
rlght to expre"'"l ihPir opinion as to what 
thcv desire ! This me,ttcr has never been 
hefore them. 

The PRE:\fiER : ThA metter has hc·en 
bdore them. Tt ,. ::e he fore them at the last 
mnnicip:tl elections. 

Hon. \Y. H. B\R~;Es: That is stretching the 
voint. 

The PRE:'TI'ER: "\o. The ouestion 
loom"d Yerv laruclv at t11·, 18-;t nHinicipal 
elections. i1r. Didd:Lnl~'. 1,Yho ~tood as mavor 
'Of the ritv 0f I~risbr:fl~ ~-n thn intcre~'s~ of 
the Nationa!i<;:t n .rfy in t·ho mnnlrinRl 0lec
tions, en!: crilwrl his r amo to a nln.tform 
whieh rontajncd a E=nrcific rc'fcrf'nc8 to this 
·ctnestion. · 

Ilon. \"r. IT. P · n::---r_ Do you Eay this 
;;arty jc.:~ ·e-el a pl ,tfrrin <) 

Tl~P PHF'':Il}~: ;;r-; tl.w r·l!~t. ov~-r t~oro
T ,a,,rl_ th~ n;'"':· :p"' ~~.,nn:. ,1 l't par!:· m th8 
i''1"!.1DlC tpal n,c.·:hnn~. "•:1·. D1ikl ·n1~ s1::rnr·rl fns 
:r1n1.P to trTt n~'og-rn.111n10. ld•ich '''as f'ircu-
1-+-cd. <1nrl, 1 ., n~, !l0L flll'"tion0d bl :un-one 
~=J~Jt I knz.;y.,·· nf. II"' r~('PiYcrl n vC·rv fargc 
TlJr _·ity too. The Lnbour candidrrte aleo 

::-:~'"Et'd his DUnF~ to n, ~omcvvhat sirnilar pro
po.<it1on. and there wa1 no OPlJcsition on the 
pad (: 1h·: r-Je tc·:·.:. \Y: connot 1101.-v snbn1it 
all,v li1f)rC '1· :illi1 in thP e1cc!_ors in 
n·g- r·d ~-n the Dil1 will i1npose 
upol! th j crJ:.:-op1e Rl·jc-:l)alH~. for '"p cannot 
1 't the kno\V ho~,-v n1u h compens<Ltion 
ilF·~· lHiYC to ]JIY for the tr n1s. _._4._ poll 
v:i:l only d(?!ay th ~ acquisitinn of the tranu~. 
:1Ld 0Yf'n then the pccq1lc l'·~ll not kno\.v how 
:rr·n· h th y ·will h:JYC d) J'"l:·. a:; the [tlTiount 
of ('(~ITlpt'nsa,l.ion can only h r d~ terlllincd after 

trarn:3 haYP ~JCC'~! acqu1rC'd nnd the sun1 
at hv the tri 1J~:;_,_cd, \dJ:e:h DHlV take 

a YE-rv t·i,:1e. It la kno1vn that ~he ~Tram-
J.. -, · Cvr:npan~-, utlh:ss i1 g(·-'-s tho 1vhol·c of 

it~ rlalm, }c·. go:n,~"' to f'ftrl','>' tbc claim: so far 
:1 fhp l· ~a.l pcint:~ r;rc ;nye[~,Tcd. ~0 the Priyy 
CounciL \Yhich may delay the matter for 

·-h-(n ·-...,eh·r) rnnnth"'. Rut. no matter 
hol takin.~ o",Tcr cf the tran1s is 
c]cia . h '• v·il! hw<' to be 
f1p..--.· d :. n.d ~:w ·cl::l}l, tLc greater 
\rill ):;.--, n hon. gentlen1a.n 
r·~-1 ..:vrrcr ,t t(' ~' F --.·n.-,~ ln· \vh1ch bv 
failir;·;-;~ t:•b• 'th.• ac'ion which ;,· pro;-id~d ii1 
this Bill, tl;n,t expense thnt de!av. and that 
t.rouhle C'an b0 avoided, I ~hnu1d 1ikC' to hear 
it, I know of no way cxc·"pt b_, coming to a 
voluntary agreement with Mr. Badger, and 
that hao been a-dmitted to he impossible. 

Mr. VowLES : Let the lonl authorities 
attempt to make an agreement. 

The PREMIER: The local authoritie·
have already communicated with Mr. Badger 
through Mr. Dcnham, and sub,e-1uently 
throngh other Go\"Crnmcnt channels. and the 
gentlemen in those days who spoke on behalf 
of the local authorities admitted candidly 
that there was no chance of coming to a 
proper arrangement with the company; and 
it ought to he clear to hon. me m hers on the 
other side that there is no possibility of 
coming· to an equitable arrangenH'nt. \V e 
would be rccrc~nt to our tru't to the people 
i£ we gave to the Tran1ways Comnany what 
it is asking, because the peop1c ill have to 
carry the obligation. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARKES: You are afraid of the 
people. 

The PREMIER: I am not afmid of the 
p2oplc. Th hon. nH'n1br-r se•:_::\ h1 mBcH up as 
t1 d, nncrat, fiend ,~·hJ.t rlo0s he want to d0? 
Giv0 l\1r. BadgPr IYh::~t he is a,.,kjng. (Ir:t:-r
rnntion.) 'Yh,,t th0 hon. nH~mber \Yants 13 to 
hring· al:out, dda by anv n:-~ans. 1he c::~n in 
th-: boDe tr:.at th,.-·~ C0!np'ln:v WI1l g-c an 
e:denc1 -d fn.nchi·.e. the c0mcqucncc of that 
}>~inp- thnt f1•~ Jl!>'nlc wiH C'Yenturllly have to 
pa~~ hn~vJrc-d.::. of thousand·' :-£ D?Un\l.:, mOl'(' 
than th~.- will haYC to pac· 1f tlns B,]] ~ocs 
through.· 

1Ir. ~TAX\-YELL (T()·;u·0; : I -:uppr,rt the 
arncndn1cnt, an_d I (!o 1 I b 0 lif'Y"' 
in tru-:Jlng the people. (Govr•rn1n0nt l.J.ugh
h}r.) Thr: :Ptf'"''ieo~ does n0t belif'YC in trn~h:H; 
the P:'opl '·. ~-'h_e ('·."~ll"C' _the 1Jon.

1 
g~nt1.~~~.-:r:a1n has g;,,7 r'n u1 this liou~c 1s s0mt na\) pn.Jfu:. 

I '· ·op)r] not ,-otc for the allrnclmcnt if I 
thol,-,-ht for n~lC' mon1cnt it 1n0nnt g-iving tlw 
Trn~\'., ays Cnlilpnll:;- i"hP o.n1onT1t of n1onr• it 
Jf-. af:kin~. I nw YotiP12: for the a~l.V'r:dnv::'!l' 
pnrf'!~, 011 ~c li cs, b ·c 1 US~ I bclicYC 
th" T'"'Of_Jl nr"' prc"l'T -::a rh•--; to sa~~ 

1v •hrr the h·a.n-;y,nc-~ sh3ll he takPn oyer 
o1~ not. nnd becn<1~C ·thE:' ,d~-.J]C' of tho }oral 
author)t: •:; hnYc a~kcd for thi~. 

The PRE)IIER: D0 van s -. th"t the ··"h0!0 
of the local authorities ha\'P rr--ked for a pol1? 

JJir. JJ axwcll. j 
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Mr. MAXvVF:LL: I do sav so. 
The PnE:\IIER: I deny that. 

;\Ir. i\IAX\VELL: The hon. o·(•ntlcman rnuv 
deny what he likes, but I roacl in this House 
a resolution that \Yas passed at a conference 
of the whole of the local authorities askino· 
that before this matter is finalised it shall b~ 
referred to the people, and, failing this 
approval of the taking oYer of the trams, 
that arrangements be made Vi ith ~~Ir. Badger 
to run tho trarns on a profll--shnrino· sv~tem. 
That resolution is in " Hansard" in~ "~r)cctive 
of what the Premier mav sav. and I had an 
ass~uance fron1 tho local ~uth.oritics' r presen
tative" only a fc\Y' 1vceks ag:o in that comle~
tion. vYhat is the good of the Go·.·crnmellt 
b·mg so d<·,pohc? Thev called the loc tl 
~uthoriti:s' reprc~:L·ntntivc~. together and con
'errcd Wlth them for the purpm0 of consider· 
ing the desirability of taking- over the trams, 
and, ,-.;;hen sugg.,,,bons were n1adc to the 
Government in connection ''ith the matter 
they turned them dmYn. Thcv "tiel, "\Ye arc 
not going to hcvve this anu'i-.dnwnt inserted 
in the Bill; we ban' made up our minds that 
the tram"\\ ays are going to he taken ovrr." 
'I:hcrc is no nccL . .;sity for 111c to E'1nphasis0 m:,~ 
Ylews so far a-~ trannvay~ are roucf-'rnr>J. ThPrc 
are certain public utilities that should be 
municipalised. I believe in the municipalisa
tJon of the tramways, but I believe in th. 
people having a voice in the matter. Th·· 
~oYe~nn1ent. are :!"'ssuming an autocratic posi
tion 1n saying, Hero are the tran1s: you 
have to take them over." lJnder the Loctl 
Authorities Act, ·when a loan is to Le ralse·~. 
plans have to be prepared and laid upon the 
~able for a certain period, and the ]Woplc 
In. the area hav·e a right to say '.':h-::tl:cr th~-~~.~ 
wdl agree to the loan or not. The amendment 
is a reasonable proposition; more particulnrhr 
as the Governn1cnt pose as a GoYernment ,y]IQ 
believ-e in trusting the people. The Gowrn· 
ment themselves do not kno• what this 
liability is g~oing to mean to the pe>op:c in 
the metropo!Jtan area. Judging by the tone 
of the debate on the s~cond reading, this 
Bill is brought in simply because a se~tion of 
the Go,-ernment supporters decire to bludgeon 
Mr. Badger. I am not holding a brief fOl' 
Mr. Badger; I am holding a brid for the 
p·roplo. Irrespective of anv '' down" or 
enmity which hon. me1nbersv ODDO'·ite mav 
ha!'e against the late General :\1;~ager of the 
BrH~bane Tram\i\~a~:s 'Corr1nnn'. they ha Ye no 
ri((ht to cC!n:mit the people to 'this c~penditur" 
WJthout gJVmg them a voi~e in the matter. I 
do not feel rlisposed to allow the people of 
the commnnity to be taxed to the ·extent 
'H,hich hon. n1cmbers oppo~ite v ant to do. 
They Paid they WOllld nud~e the pastorali<;+s 
:,queal, and they arc dctcrminrcl to make the 
business community squeal too. I do not 
understnnrl any bodv of n1cn \vith ordinar\· 
intelligence att0n1ptiilg to dn what hon. Inen~
bcrs OPilO:.:i~c ~He ·clohlg. Tht·y are brjngin~ 
about a rtunous C''lEdition of affair~ in t 1 tis 
C'On1rnunit:v by thoir lcg1S:rtion. Th0~· m 
carrying ont their in~tructions. < 

I\ I r. PEASE: So arc :on. 

Mr. 1\fAX\\'ELL: Thor 
I--=fouse y·ho Cdn sav that 
for any ~Pction of thP 
the pco;·lo. 

~' no rJ:Jr: in 
;: clirty 

I reprr::;ent 

I\lr. Pf\Sl : \Yl1•t rt cf rcnp1C'? 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: If t'-tc pccplA ore w.~. 
S(lti~flcd \Vith n1c. the...; can ha1:.-e 
tion ut any n1o rwnt. · (GoYcnJmc·nt 
The people wi1l ~lio\r 

[Mr. Marwcll. 

what they think of hon. members opposite. 
Hon. members opposite ac!mit that thov are· 
not game to go to the people on this question. 
Tt. is onl ,. with rcg:trcl to some few things that 
they say, "Trust the people." \Yhen the 
Pren1icr \Vas spcakjng on the second r·cading 
I stated, by interjection, that. !oral authoritie, 
must refer all loan proposals to the rate· 
payersl and the Pren1icr said, '' Do you lnJO\V 
that the Brisbane City Council approached 
me with a view to getting certain money an{l 
avoiding an appeal to the people. 

The PREWER : I do not think the Brisbane 
City Council ever approached me on any 
question. It was. the Home Secretary the:; 
approached. 

Mr. MAXvYELL: It" 8' a Cabinet matter, 
at any rat •. The people were not considered 
in connection w·ith that matter, and righ 1 

so, because there is no provision in the Local 
Authorities Act requiring that H1cy should be 
consulted. The Government turn the people 
down now in connection with a probable 
expenditure of £3,000,000 or £4,000,000. 

The PREJ\IIER: You \\ant to g·et as much as 
you can for the Tramways Company. 

Mr. ::vJ:_\X\YELL: I think the hon. gcntle
rnan is more interested in that than I a111. 

The PREJ\IIER: \Vhcn vou talk &bone the 
company getting £3,000,000 or £4. 0 JO.OOO 
are prejudicing· th2 case in fasour Df 
con1pan~-. 

:'\Ir. MAX\YELL: \Vlwn I wa. a membe1· 
of the Dri,Qlmne Cit•.r Coue,.,il c had 0]1inions. 
frorn leading rotu1s!:1 with r£'gard to the 
question of goodwill. 

:\h. BREKN,\N: 'Who should get the benefit~ 

l\.Ir. :\IAX\YELL: The peo,lc. I am 
::tsking that an opportunity be giYen to the 
people to say v;-h0ther they arc vrcpaycd t.~' 
take the trannvavs D\Tcr. In th? rncanhrnc, lL 

the Go.,.-crnnlcnt u are dc..:irous of handing the 
trmnwan over to the people. let them take 
them over and hold th<'l11 in trust until the 
people have had an opportunity o£ deciding 
the qnestion. Ko; the;' ~o n?t ,~.ant to do 
it. The; know what Js behmd lt. They know 
that i( thev take over the tramways them· 
sehL~s thev "are nn against the toughest. pro~ 
positi~n that it is- possible for them to be u]'Y 
aga.inst. They know that they wlll have a 
number of their supporters after them for 
extensions, and the.y will have to giyc the 
cxton ,ions that are asked for. 

Mr. vVILSON: You know that it was the· 
companv's refusal to make extensions that 
nused the local authorities to move in the 
matter. 

Mr. 1\IAXWELL: I know that the local 
authorities wanted to take oYer the trams 
under a different Act to that which the 
GoYernn1ent are now trying to foist on thcn1. 
Is it any wonder that the local ";uthoriti(; 
ask for the rjght~not as a cornphn10nt hut 
as a rig,ht~to say whethf'r the p0oplc they 
represent shall foot this Dill or not. 

Mr. \YILSON: IIo\\' long is it since the: 
arrived at that conclusion' About three 
·v;eeks a go. 

)h. :\L\XiYELL: No, more than thrP' 
,,.,-cf'ks ago. Ex-alderman \Yi1 an knows th,; 
attituclc- taken up by the Brisbane City 
Connci1 in connection ·with the appointmcnt
f'lf n Cornrni~sion. The hon. n1C~J1ber kncrn -s 
the opinions that \Yerc exprf" ~eel at the 
various conferences that \'YPrc held by th0 
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local authorities, but all those opinions are 
now put on one side. The man with pro
perty and the people who represent the man 
with property have a right to say whether 
Jhey are going to commit themsolYcs to this 
or not. 

The position to-day in Queensland is deplor
able Hon. members opposite do not undet
",tand \Vhat this n1eans. ThPv do not know 
what business men are suffering to-day. The 
•Government have sown the wind and they 
will reap the ·.YhirhYind. They \Yill han to 
do what I have to do, and that is go to their 
1nasters; Vi· hen they go to their n1asters they 
will have to ans'' er for thes2 things. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ips1c;ch): I listened this 
morning with surprise to the amendment 
moved by the hon. member for Bulimba. It 
is \Yonderful what sort of members we have 
0n the Opposition side of tho House. After 
listening to their specchc•s on thp second 
:reading of the Dill we found that the1·e 
were two diYisions in the Opposition. The 
'Country party took up the attitude that the 
people ought to be c<msuJt,,d by referendum. 
But what was said by the Nationalist party? 
On taking up the "Daily Mail " of Saturday, 
16th September, I find the following head
ings:-

" A HOLY MUDDLE. 
" THE TRA1IWAYS BILL. 

"Demand for a Poll." 

Ther, it goo•, on-
" The loader of the Opposition, Mr. 

Vowlcs, and other members of the Coun
try party imprecsed the desirableness of 
conductir.g a referendum of city people 
to determine whether the local authorities 
should take OYer the trarns." 

Yir·. VowLE.3: The "holy muddle" referred 
to a remark made by the leader of the 
:i'\ a tionalist party. 

:;\1r. GLEDSOK: I am coming to that. 

Mr. KERR: You are misconstruing things. 
That is a habit of yours. 

:Mr. GLEDSO~: I do not know what the 
hon. member for Enoggera is talking about. 

M:c. KERR: Exactly V> hat I said. You 
know you are misconstruing it altogether. 

Mr. GLEDSO::-i: The hon. member doee 
not know what he is talking about. He is 
too simple-minded. The "Daily Mail" goes 
on-

" Ho-.·eyer, the leader of the 
Nation1lists, ::Vir. 'l'aylor. and other 
members of his party could see no use 
in a J•oll of the people. Mr. Taylor 
suggesting that they would be in the 
came ' holv muddle ' as before if an 
adverse vot'e wa.s recorded. Both Opposi
tion parties indicated various an1end
ments which they proposed to move in 
Cmnn1ittec." 

}lembrrs of this Home cam<' here for the 
pnrpo~e of doing business and \VO can only 
do bnsincsR according to the infon11ation WC' 
get frorn members on tho Government side 
and members on the Opposition Gide. After 
li-=-tcnina to the sneechts on Fridav la~~ \YC 

yy~re f~Jlh- satisfied that the mernbPrS of 
the Couniry party were wholo-heartedl0' in 
fayour of a referendum, but the leader of 
the 1\ ationalist party and other members of 
the parh' who spoke thought there was no 
reason to take a poll and that it would only 
zet the whole thing into "a holy muddle." 

This morning we find that they are endea
vouring to bring about " a holy muddle," to 
use their O\Vll terms. 

Mr. KERR: \Vho are? 

Mr. GLEDSO::'\f: The ::-iationalist party, by 
the amendment they have moved. 

Mr. S!ZER: You let them speak for them
selves. 

}1r. GLEDSO::-i: I am speaking for myself, 
but I am going to let the Committee and the 
people of Queensland know just what sort 
of 111e1nbcrs \VC have on the l'pposition side, 
and what they say on Friday in one week 
and ''hat they say on Friday in the following 
v:eek. \Yhat. is the anu~ndn1cnt 1noveL~ for, 
if not for the purpose that the Premier told 
the Committee-that iB, to delay the taking 
over the trams by the people who should 
rightly control them? If that is not the 
purpose, it must be for the purpose of 
extending the franchise of the comp;tny. 

Now let us take what other hon. members 
oi the Opposition said on the second reading. 
The hon. member for Port Curtis told us 
that he favoured a referendum, but he said 
that there were onlv two alternatives to the 
proposal in the Bilf, one being an extensiofl 
of the franchise of the jJresent company and 
the second the taking over oi the trams b.Y 
the Government. He said it ''as irnpos,ible 
to comider the latter alternative, and that an 
extension of the franchise under the present 
conditions was unthinkable. Then this 
amendment is moved. What for? Not for 
the purpose of .assisting the passage of this 
Bill, or to heln the people of Brisbane >!rFJ 
suburbs to get the control of their 'rams 
into their own hands on frnourable term". 
not to assist them to get the extensions they 
want, but for the purpose of taking a poll 
of thos(' people to decide whether they shall 
take over something they know nothing 
about. \Ve do not know what liabilities we 
shall have to take over. It has been stated 
that there \vill be a liabilitv of £1.200.000, 
and that figure has been stretched to 
£3.000.000 b,- another hon. member. How 
<:ould ·a poll be taken int ,]ligently on a 
question such as that? I say that no poll 
ran be taken unless we arc able to put the 
fads clearly before the people. I hope the 
hon. member for Dulimba will reconsider this 
matter before h<> pruses the amendment.
not. I wppose. with any hope of carrying it. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You can depend 
upon it that he will put it to a cliYision. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I know. as a memlJer of 
" local authoritv, what work \Ye have to do. 
and I knnw it 'would not be fair to take a 
poll of the people when we cannot pnt the 
qu"tion fairly and squarely before thorn. 

'The hon. me111ber for Toowong suggested 
1 hat, while the poll was being taken, the 
UoYernment should take the trams over in 
trmt for the JWOplc. \'\'hat \o'ould be the 
me of a poll in that case" If the poll 
deidecl that the trams YYere not to be taken 
O\TC'r, we would the next \Veek havo to change 
<'nr minds. as the 2'\ationali·t nartv have 
done in the course of the p_.st week.' 

At 11.30 a.m., 
"'ir. PoLLOCK (Ougory), one of the panel 

of Temnorarv Chairmen. rdicYcd the Chair-
man in'the c·hair. · 

JITr. GLEDSO~: \Ve would have to sav, 
"The poll has g-onP against 11s." and we 
would have to hand the trams back again. 

JJlr. Gleclson.1 
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I hope that the Nationalist party will induce 
the hon. ~ember fo,r Bulimba to withdraw 
such a usewss an1enatnent. 

Mr. CORREH (IJurnctt): :'io doubt the hon. 
member for Bnlimba movpd the amendment 
in an endeavour to do justice, though I do 
not kno\v that it will ttccmnplish the justice 
that he is out to accomplish. If the Bill were 
a fair Bill it would be all right to call for a 
poll of the people in every arPa in ><·hich a 
tra..an~ ay has been con~tructed t.-) say \\·hether 
or not the trarnv ::tys should be tnkcn O\'er hv 
the local authorities. The amendment is not 
as democratic under this Bill as it would be 
under a fair Bill. 

::\Ir. COLLIXS : I like to hear that word 
" democratic " coming from you. 

:Mr. CO.RSER: It is far better than 
" socialistic." If hon. members look at sub
clause (2) of clause 26, thev will find that the 
people for whom the purchase is to be made 
and who Y:ill be responsible for any loss, ar~ 
t~e rat.epayer·,; yet the:· are d•·ni0d the right 
o, ha vmg a poll to sa:: ·.d10ther or not they 
a1:e prepared to accept those re:-ponsibilities. 
'\\ e shall _be buyin_g ·' a pig in a poke." To 
be truly dem_ocrabc and to. do the fair thing 
under the B1ll as we fmd 1t, the ratepayers 
should be g1vcn the opportanity ,,f saying 
,~:bether the trarns shoul,J be ta~en over. 
The•· only will ha YP to foot the bill if there 
i"' any loss, and thev onlv sbould bn con
sulted. It doGS not ill~ltt( j'" h:, the rrrEl~1\\-avs 
ConlpRn'",' \Yho takes OYC'r the trrtl!:::i or who 
pays for thPm. At tho prc"\'IH ti, 1c the com
pany is wp]] satisfied with t.he Bill; it is 
practically its Bill. I know that pr,,cticalh· 
all the f'ugge~tions of the Tranrwavs Corrl
pany ·which arc Df any vB.lue ar~ to Le 
ncccpted, so ti1ere is no PCC('ssih' to consider 
the co1npany in thi~ tter. u 

l\-Ir. H .. nnLEY: Ho·,v do vou know that? 
You n1Uf't haYe in2idc inforffiation. 

111:. CORSf:R : K0,-c_-r minr! wh<•re I got 
my Information fron1. "'\Yp 1HlYC to satisfv 
the ratPpayers, \\'ho ,,-jjj h oye to pav. ·I 
\\onld like to see the hon. member for 
Dulimba alter his amendment to giYe the 
ratepayers the opportunih- of Yoting. The 
rnan who advocatm: lm~· fareq at local 
authority elections will get the Yotes. It 
' .. ill be posoibln for UJ to have low fares but 
the ratepa:-·ers all the time >vill have to ~ake 
good the loss. 

:\Ir. SI7,E.R (Tunclah): I very much regret 
the 'mallnr,s of mmd of the hon. member 
fo!' Ips,. ich; he is developing into one of 
th 0 rnost arrog:1nt n1i.n·epresentationists that 
I knn'Y in this H01.12e. He:! attempts to denv 
to 1--on. member-- on this side the right t; 
<l<;a1 honestly with !'llY subject-that right 
\v;urh IS denJcd to him, because if he thinks 
in one direction and his pnrtv instruct in 
nnother he has to Yotc with th~ machine. 

The TK\IPOK'<RY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
:\fr. SIZBR: I ,.,,ont Vl'l'Y much the 

nttitude >vhich the hon. m0mb:Or has taken 
up. 

The TEMPORARY CHAJH.::'L\X: Order! 
1 hope that the hem. nwmber will deal with 
: fJc arnrpdnl,::nt. 

i'Tr. SIZER: I int;,nd to deal ;,·ith the 
arncndmcnt. and a1so "vith the n'isreprescnt-:
ticn of the hon. n.emh0r for Ipswich. Surelv 
I am entit)ed to do that ! He has spoken 
1n r:~n unfan~ mnnn0r. Onlv this sc.-:.s1on tho 
hon. ~10mbcr for Fitzro~r ·::-.poke against an 
amendment and then voted for it. On the 

[J/ r. Glr:rlson. 

second reading of this Bill I Rt1oke against. 
such an amendment as thi', and I intend to• 
vote arr,1l11st it. \Ye are fl·ee to speak and 
Yote a~ Wb like. In tt at direction lies the 
strength of the anti-Labour p.trty. I!l that 
respect "o are situated differently to hon. 
rncmbcrs opposite. 

::Vlr. GLEDSO!\: Go on now Rnd dP~l with. 
tho Bill. 

I\Tr. SIZER: "\Ye have to 1ecognise that 
this is a non-party 111ea.surc; it is not a vital 
principle of party politics. 

The TE::\1PORARY CHAIR:,JAX: Order t 
If the hon. member does not d,eal with the· 
am(~ndn1ent, I shall ask hl1n to resume his
:'icat. 

J'dr. SIZER : Sure!:: I can mako my speech 
in rr1y ov;n way ! 

The TI;:\1POHARY CHAilnfA:'\1: The· 
hon. member wili make his spced1 in accord
ance '"ith the a1ncndincnt. 

l\Ir. SIZER: I a1n spoaLirlg to the arnend
ment. Surely I can give argumc11t~ why I 
intend to oppo--c the amendment! You haYe 
no right. :i\lr. Pollock~-

The TEi\1l'OHARY CHAIR~L\X: Order! 

Mr. SIZER: You h~Ye no right to direct. 
n1P in the 1nanner in whjch I have to deliver· 
a speech. 

The TEMPORARY CHAilUL\::\: Order! 
The hon. member must know that the Chair
man lws the right to keep speakers to an 
amendment. l intend to do that. 

Mr. SIZER: I am speaking to tiw amend
ment; I am coming to the argument vhy I 
oppose the amendment. 

The TEMPORARY CI-IAIR:'.IA'\': I 
adYise the hon. men1ber to get to that 
argument. 

Th1r. SI7,E.R: I cannot sec why any poll. 
should \Jo taken in this matter. Probabl0 
now I shall be in order in giving n1' rcus0ns. 
I said on tho ~;.:eond r-eading that the alterr].J!,
tiYe to giYino· an extension to the Tram\vay~ 
Company on~ the terms laid down_ by the 
co1npan::, vnts Government or n1un1upal con
trol. As I am opposed to Go.-crnment 
control entirely and I cannot stand np for 
the propoc:Lls submittCld by the Tranrvays. 
Compa,ny, there is no other course than to· 
agree to n W'stcm of municip;disation. See
ing that this matter has been hanging firo 
for two v0ars, we should corr1e to some 
decision. ·I do not think that am·thin~ is to 
be gained by taking a poll on this qu-estion .. 
The argument that, became the ratcpa.-ers 
\vi11 be called upon to <::arry n1ore re• pun2i~ 
bilities, they should be g·i.-en the rig-h' to 
vote cannot hold, becqnso the Govcrrwlcnt· 
have alternd the franchin) of lot.,tl go\·crn· 
mcnt, and have placed non-ratepa;:ers on ihe· 
so rn-:? footing as ratepayers with rcg'lrd to 
the right to .-ote. No poll would be effective 
so far as getting a dir0ct voice frmn tho~L 
whD haYc to )3houlder the rc~ponsibihhr1 is 
concerned. I cannot see an~ for f\ 

poll. If a poll re,ulted in rho ne~, the, 
rc,ult would stren[',thcn the lnnds thn 
company and placo it in the position to act 
tO\"ftrds the people of Brisl.o;,c a it ti1inks 
fit. The terms proposed by the comJWll'' arc 
net in any 1llay reasonable. I a:.n s:'ltisf-if'd; 
that if a poll resulted in the ne' •tn·e the 
meagre concessions which the cor:.lparty no'v 
offers would be withdrawn, and .-,-c '"'''tld be· 
in a worse position ,by being forced to grant 
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the c<Jmp~ny a franchise on its own terms or 
be in the haphazard position that we are m 
to-day. The Tram'way,; Company has the 
rjght to carry out extensions \Yhe:n it think--; 
fit. The people of Brisbane and the outlying 
suburb,; are entitled to tramway extensions, 
and the" are waiting for them. If a poll 
would have the effect of causing them to 
wait f<Jr any length of time, then I am not 
in favour of a poll. I do n<Jt think that any 
responsible body of men can agree chat the 
company should have a further exteiJSion of 
the franc~1ise on the tcrn1s that tho cotnpany 
suggest. It has been suggcetecl that a poll 
should b0 taken on the quocti<Jn <Jf Yaluation, 
but I cannot see how a valuation can be 
an·in~tl at before the h·arns are L1ken over 
and the matter is sdtled bv the court. :\o 
more deGnite information or{ that point could 
be submitted to the peDple, and they would 
still be vuting in the dark on the question 
of cost, and they would not bee able to give 
an opinion in an effectlsc \Y ay on the 
financial s:de of the project. It io rather a 
pity that hon. members oppo'ite should sug
get:Jt that hon. n1elnbers on this ~ide rcprE'Scnt 
the company. I regret th:1t there io no one 
here to advocate the c;::se for the con1pany, 
so that we would be able to know exactlv 
what the comp>tny is prepared to do. I a1;1 
basing rny arguments on the statc1nent Ly 
the Premier as to the last word bv the 
Trannvays Con1pany. If the con1pan~ was 
to be rnore reasonable, it 111ig-ht induce one 
to change ono's 1nind. I regret that there 
is no one in this Cha1nber \Vho can ~flP!-!k 
as the rrwuthpiece of the c<Jmpany, and kt 
us know definitely what the company is pre
pared to do if it "gets an extension of the 
fraDr-hise. That would help very matniaily 
In the a bseme of that information, and 
taki11g the Prcrnier's stab~ment as to the 
cou1pany's terms. there jp no reason why we 
should h.we a poll. L'nder the Local Authori
ties Act it is provided that a poll shall be 
taken on the question of a loan. There i.~ a 
distinct difference in this n1atter. Here is an 
as~ et that has ( o:o;t a larse sum of n1oncy 
and has either to be c:Jrried on in the 
ordinary manner by the con1pany or it has 
to be acquired. Ever since the franchise 
v:as giyrn it ha- bc0n understood that, 
at a given date, the tran1s would be acquired 
by the municipal authoritiec. The people 
on that occasion g;ave the cmnpany u lin1itcd 
frnnchi,~, knowing full >roll that at the end 
of the time th0v would have to meet finan,·ial 
olJligabons in V connection with the taking 
over of the tr:tms. \Vc ha.-c no,,. anived 
at that stage when the tra"lS should r'e 
a~qulrod. The ti:r11c ie most aclYantageons. 
It the matter is left for another ten or 
t-.vcnt·: yr u•, it will become far more cosily 
thar:: it would b0 to-d:1y to acquire the 
c<Jnccrn. It can be acqujrccl to-,da:v at the 
ch0apest possible rate ·without doing anv 
injustice to the company. The poll is 
lP1D(:L'f~ss"ry al2o b'--cunso th..-- con1pany 1s 
anxious to diGcontinuc it~ op('rations. It has 
beer. so harac"cd by the G<Jvornment for the 
last fmv vears that it is hcartilv sick and 
tired of the whole business. · 

:VIr. HARTLEY: That is ,~ nice talc. Offer it 
an cxtf'nded franchise to~n1orro1v and see 
what would happen. 

Mr. SIZER: I am sayiro.g what I know to 
bo correct. Th~ company woulrl carry on on 
the tcrn1s that 1t suggests, but tht?v are altD
gcther unr,.asonable. It will not carry <Jn 
on reasonable terms, because it is sick and 

t1red of the 1:--usinP3S and is very anxious to 
hand the trams over to the local authorities. 
The only tribunal that can protect the people 
is an irnpartial tribunal, ancl I am sure that 
the corupany abo will get iustice at tho hands 
<Jf that tribunal. Reaiisiitf; that the company 
is anxious to get rid of the concern, we 
cnnnot cxpc'"t that it will make any reason
able conce::"ions to the people. 

The TK\1PORARY CHAIRMA;\f: Order! 
I ad< the hon. member to connect his remarks 
with the amendment. He is now making a 
second- reaclmg speech. 

Mr. SIZER: Realising that I arn gDing 
to vote against the an1ClHln:ent, I think I 
should ha' c a full opportunity for giving my 
rc>a::.ons ~~ Jr vDting against it. 

The TE::\IPORAR.Y CHAIRMAN: That 
rloes not give the bon. n1ernber latitude to 
EUlkc a : rconJ-rc~ldin:;; speech. 

:\fr. SI7,ER: I have adv~nced tl-e major 
poi'tion of my argu1ncnts. I do not see any 
advantage in taking a poll. V{ o sh,lll have 
to stand up to our n-spo;1sihility as public 
men. l do not agree that the company 
·hould have an extension of the franchise on 
tiw t<'rm» that it lay" do•1 :1. I urn opposed 
to goyernmc-ntal control. I agree with mu.ni
cipal coHirol. 

The TK:VlFORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Yr r. SIZER: For those reasons I intend 
to o~1pc"c t"le amendment. 

~•lr. VO'vVLES (Dall;y): I would like to 
rep1;T to snmc of tho rt~marks made by the 
hon. n1ern1Jer for Ipsvvich when he read a 
r_:uotation from the '' Dail:· JHail" referring 
to tbe vic'.vs of various hon. mon.:.bcrs on this 
·ide, and shov.·ing· that there is a difference 
of Dpinion atnongst us. I a m very glad that 
hr~ dl'('\V attention to that. IIo dc:rnonr.tratcs 
th:1t there is l!bcrty of thought a!.d action on 
I his 'idc of the Chnmb.or nd that" J are not 
tird dovvn like hon. mernhcrs oppositP. I do 
not sec why there should be any delay in 
taking a poll. Take the case recently >v"hcre 
a pnll wa, taken under the Wheat Pool Act. 
That: _\et could not come into operation until. 
after a poll had been taken. The pool was 
a matter of urgency because the Act had to 
deal with the coming crop. The poll was 
takon in a vPry short space of time. 

Tho PRE~IIEil: It is impoosible to tell the 
electors what financial obli?ations will be 
involved. 

Mr. VO\YLES: The local authorities are 
being asked to take over the trams. They 
F.tro not satisfiPd at prese-nt, becaus0 every
thing is indefinite. The Govornrr,"nt should 
obtain a further mandate from the people 
in conntection with the matter. \~'e do not 
know what thE' amount is going to be, anu_ 
the Premier nid that, if we could offer a:, 
solution for deciding what the amount is. 
going to be, he would agree t<J it. 

The PRTc:\HER: I said a satisfactory solution. 

i\Ir. VOWLES : I would suggc,t that the 
hon. '!,Cntleman should adopt a spirit of con
ciliabon and allow the local authorities to· 
deal dircctly with the Tramways Company 
and see if the,. c-,n cmnc to terms. If they 
did that, it would obviate the necessity of a 
poll. ~oh, ithstanding that both sides at the 
]act municipal election declared in favour 
of the municipalisation of the tramwa:,·s, I 
would not consider that I had a mandate 
until I knew what the cost was going to hFJ. 

Mr. Vowles,] 
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I would point out that the Government have 
had the power during the last two years to 
do what they are now doing, and if the ques· 
tion of urgency is the osFr~nce of the con
tract, they ohould have dealt with the matter 
long ago. The underlying principle in the 
Local Authorities Act in all matters affect
ing loans is that the ratepayers should be the 
persons to decide whether a loan shall be 
obtained or not; and in connection with a 
gigantic scheme like this-probably the 
biggest scheme that the local authorities will 
ever havo to deal with-the same principle 
should apply. In the paet, when that prin
ciple >Ya q ar plied, only the property-owners 
had a vote, "\Yhile now cyery elector has a 
vote. There are certain property~owners 
whose properti!Od may eventual!} be subject 
to special taxation as the result of the local 
authorities tabng over the trams. who will 
not and cannot ever expect to make any use 
of the trams. They live in remote loc>tlities 
and use the railways, and surd:.- they should 
have a voice in saying whether their pro
perties shall he taxed in the future to make 
up any loss. I understand that the reprbcn
tatives of the Tramways Company have been 
in !ouch v1ith the Premier and th9 depart
ment. At all events, they have interviewed 
him, and I understand that ho has agreed 
to make some alterations in the Bill, and I 
do not think that the hon. gentleman is 
justified in accusing members on this side of 
reprt·denting the company. I do not even 
know a shareholder of the company, and have 
never seen one to my kno\vlcdge. 

The PREMIER: You must know some share
holders of thE. company, although you may 
not know that they are shareholders. 

lHr. VOWLES: I certainly have had no 
consultation with them. I understand repre
sentatives of the company have been in con
sultation with the Premier, and I do not see 
why he should stand up and say we are 
working in the interpsts of the company. 

The PREHTER : The hon. member is wrong 
in accusing n1e of saying it. 

r,Ir. VOvVLES: \Ve have been accused of 
being here in the interests of the company. 
\Ye are here to protect the interests of the 
public. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodoro, 
Cltilla[!oe): 'l'he hon. members who have 
been advocating the amendment-the hon. 
member for Bulimba and the hon. member 
for Toowong-are opposing !he Bill on the 
ground that it is a departure from the usual 
custom in dealing with matters of this kind. 
Under tho Local Authorities Act the electors 
in a lccal authority ar<la have the right to 
say by " poll whether the:· desire to incur an 
obligation or not. That is only partly stating 
the ca::;o. -under a previous _._\dministration, 
when the hon. member for Bulimha was a 
l"l'~ponsiblo J\1inistor, an Act was passed con
stituting· the Metropolitan \V a tor Su;)ply and 
Sewera;,;c Do' rd. Ths t I3oarcl ;, allowed to 
incur a liability exceeding a couple of million 
vounds without consulting tho ratepayers by 
way of a referendum. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERt:O: I- that a fair 
pnrallcl? 

T!w PREMIER : Of course, it is a, fair 
parallel. The same Administration of which 
tho hon. tnembcr for Bulimba. ·was a member 
on more than one occa, ion croated harbour 
boards in var_ious pari~ cf Quccns1ancl, anJ 
allowed them to borrow up to tho limits pt·c
scribcd in their Acts \vithout co11sulting the 
ratepayers or the electors in their particular 

[.Mr. Vou:les. 

areas. That is another analogous case. ~ ow 
the hon. member sets himself up as a 
champion of what he calls democracy, and 
insists that this Bill is a blow at democracc 
because it contains no provision for a 
referendum; yet his own Government passed 
Acts through this Chamber in which there 
"as no such provision, and which absolutely 
ignored the rights of individuals in those 
cases. It seems to me that the amendment 
is only moved for the purpose of trying to 
,,,cure a little cheap political notoriety. The 
ban. member for 'l'oowon;; tried to create 
the impression that the whole of the local 
authorities in the metropolitan area had 
demanded a referendum. That is a false 
impression. It is true that there has been 
a meeting of certain representatives of local 
authorities-hut not all the local authorities 
were represented-which carried by a 
majority a resolutio:1 in favour of a poll: 
so that the hon. member was not justified 
in saying that the whole of the local authori
ties in the metropolitan area wore in favour 
of a poll. \Yhen the local authority repre
~entativc3 met me in connection '.vith this 
Dill towards the end of last yc,ar, and sul-,se
cruently when they met the Home Secretary 
in conference, they did not suggest a poll or 
ask for a poll. Subsequently, when a meet
ing of the representatives of the local 
authorities concerned was called by the Home 
Secretary-the meeting was held in South 
B,-ishane on lOth February last-the whole of 
the scheme was considered. The details of 
the scheme were placed before the meeting 
Ly the Home Secretary, and there was no 
suggestion at that meeting that a poll should 
be taken. It was onlv after the " Courier " 
and certain oth0r papers had worked up an 
opposition lo the Bill th>tt the local authori
+'es started to talk about a referendum. I 
am going to qnote fron1 a report of the dis
cussion which followed the Home Secretary's 
address at the conference of local authority 
rf'presentatiYes jn South Brisbane, and some 
of the vic>vs which were expre,sed hv some 
of the representatives present at that 
conferf'ncr. \ld:rnutn Fanlkncr, l\favor of 
South Brisbane, said- ' 

" I do not think there is one man in 
_\ustralia who "ill object to the financial 
arran~ements. I havo never objected to 
a trmt, and I neYer will object." 

Ho did sub.'ccruently object. Alderman Jolly, 
c:layor of \VincJ-or. said-

" :'\:"' o exception can he taken to the 
creation of a trust for the purpose of 
taking over the trams. That is es'sential. 
In the Melbourne Act the Commission 
there was appointed by the Governor in 
Council, and not by the locaJ authorities 
concerned. The ,,·cakness in that Act is 
!hat thc'se people represent the State, and 
not the city from whence they are 
exh·actjng their incon1e. I quite agree 
with the argument that we. as represen
tatives of the people, should he able to 
elPct the six hest men to fill the six 
po:-;itlons on the trn~t." 

Alderman Gelston, Brisbane City Council, 
:aid--

" \7'\' c arc plr ·lgcd to a pnlic:- of mnni
cipa li• ,i ion of the trams. I am pledged 
t/) it, I a,d1nit, and quite believe in it." 

A1dennan Burnett, Too"\-\'~Jng Town Council, 
,·~id-

" I thinlc the proposal is fair and 
reasonable and one that should appe-al 
to ns alL I can personally give my 
hearty support to the proposals." 
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.A.ldcrman Rees, Hamilton Town Council, 
said-

" I agr:}e 1vith the proposal in the n1ain 
particulars, and I think aldermen will 
have sufficient con1111011 sense to agree to 
the Bill." 

.Councillor Peterson, Toomhul Shire Council 
a_nd Pr~~ident of the Country Party Organj:3a
bon, s<ud-

" Pcrsonollly I am highly gratified \Yith 
the proposaL" 

Alderman Ru.sell, Hamilton Town Couucil, 
said-

" I do not care what method is adopted. 
Con1mission or Trust, a~~ long as "\\ o get 
the trarn,vJ.ys." 

.Alderman-DiJdams. Mayor of Bri,bane, said
" It puts the local authority en a 

better £Doting than what it is on to-day." 

Alderman McLachlan, Brisbane City Council, 
sard-

" Judging by the unanimity displa, ed 
by the conference speakers, I do not think 
there will be much trouble in the pa·••agc 
of the Bill." 

Mr. BRAND: You should not be afraid of 
taking a referendum. 

The PREJYII:<:TI: Judging b"· thr· interjec
tion, it is evident that the hon. member has 
just blown into the Chamber, and, as he has 
not heard the ·icbate this morning, he cannot 
make an intclligent interjection. J:ie di .. ,·wsed 
by that a lamentable iack cf kr>owlcdge of 
what has bcc>n said this morning, so ti1at I 
'nll not take any further notice of that inter
jection. Subsequent to the conference I havo 
been speaking about there was a meeting of 
local authorit-" representatives, at which a 
resolution "as ea rried which the hou. member 
for Toowong takes as the expression of 
opini<Jn of the whole of the local authorities 
in the metropolitan area. That is a wrong 
deduction, and 0n that account tho hon. 
member is L.bouring under a wrong im
pression. 

~Ir. lHAXWELL: It is not a wrong deduction. 

The PREMIER: To prove that it is a 
wrong dcductiDn, I >'ant to point out that a 
resolution vvas t>umnitte:d to the r:onierencC'. 
I have not denied ihat thP resolution which 
the hon. member read was carried at thut 
-~onference by a majority-but not reprcsent
wg everyone there, bcca use some spoke 
against it-and after the conference, vY hi eh 
was officiallY calLd bv the Home Secretarv 
had placed on record the opinion' I have r.~cl 
out; but at tho meeting \Vhich the hon. 1nem·· 
ber nwntions a resolution was submitted to 
that effect. Tho report I have contains no 
record of that resolution. It does not con
tain all the resolutions discussed at the confer
ence. For instance, it does not contain auy 
reference to the resolution that the time was 
inopportune to take ov"r the trams, which wa. 
turned down b:7 a very largo majority, and it 
~an be taken that even that meeting endorsed 
the taking over Df the trams under the Bill 
which is now before the Committ e. If there 
1".; any ~>uggestion that the Government refuse 
to face a poll on this question, I want to 
dissipate that feeling. It doe not matter tu 
'lle personally or to the Government ,,.h_,ther 
such a pDII is carried or not. The only thing 
the Government are concerned about is to 
as·ist the public authorities in Brisbane to 
get what they ought to haYe-that i'., posses~ 
sion cf this indispensable public utilit0'. What 
does it matter to the Government as a party, 
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or what doe's it matter to the outlying- districts 
of the State? It onlv concerns thn mdro
politan area, aud the Goycrnmcnt would not 
suff·2r if the matter was submitted to a poll 
and turned down; but the people of the 
meh·opolitan area yyould suffN, and that is 
what we ha.-c to avoid. That is what I 
stressed on the second reading, and that is 
the main ground on which I obj et to the 
anwndmcnt. If a poll wcrP taken and the> 
people were il!-adYised enough to turn do,,,,n 
the Bill, ,,-hat is going to follow? In< 1·itably 
a m on~ -or le~~ indefinite t'xtcns1on of th::_) 
franchise of the Brisbane Tramwavs Com
pany, and the certainty of greater drfficultics 
than we arc facing to-day when th0 trams 
ha Ye to he taken ov 'I' in the future. That is 
the objection to the poll-not that the people 
should not be trusted. 

But there is another consideration. If a 
poll is taken, it cannot be expected that the 
Gm·crnmcnt .,-ill make it a party i,sue and 
fight against the carr;ing of the poll. We 
are onlv indirecth· concerned as a Govern
ment because w·e are administering the affairs 
of the State, and for the time being leading 
affairs in this Chamber. \VL are called upon 
to do what we are doing because we are the 
GoYCl'l1Dlcnt. It "\t ould- not lJc our function 
to fight again~t the carrying of dlC' poll for 
tlw Bill. \'\'hose fuuc·tion \Yould it be? Tho 
Trann.-a' J Companv is the int- rested party
I a1n nof saying tlult in a na~ty scn.sc-and it 
is justified in spending in its own Interests a 
1ot of money to haYc the Bill defeated. 

l\Ir. ELPHIXSTO!\E: \Yhy shoucd it? It only 
yrants to get. rca:3onable tcrn1s for the acquisi
tion of the trams. 

The PRE::\iiER: It is goiu12: to got roason
ablo terms under this Bill: bd, if the Bill is 
turned down on a poll, the people would, not 
get reasonable terms. If the Tran1ways Com
pany got a furthc'r twenty-one years' franchise, 
the cost of takjng the h·arns over ·would 
cvcntna:lv rt'Jll'Cs<'nt another £1,000,000. Is 
!hat not 'worth fighting for? 

Mr. ELPHINSTOl'E: The Companv is quite 
satisfied with the Bill. 

The PRE:\IIER : I am not disputing that. 
If the Bill was ttun0d down on a poll, must 
the con1pany not gc't an cxtent,ion? 

I\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXL: Tho Gov •rJJment \\ill 
dictate the position. 

The PRE:\IIER : If \h! dictated the position 
and '''e said. "\'\~ c will give you an extension 
on ccrt;~in rPstrictcd condition;;;)" the cotnpany 
,.,ould sa.- that it would not accept those 
eondition;. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONE: There are other com
panies which would take them. 

The PREMIER: Only by buying out this 
comp~tny and paying compensation. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTOXE: That has to be done in 
any case. 

The PRE:\1IER: Does the hon. member for 
Oxley Buggest that we sl;ould take m er the 
trams and then hand tnem <Jver to fome 
other company? 

Yir. ELPHINSTO!\E: That would be a reason
able proposition. 

The PREMIER: I am putting the prac
tical difficultics the G0vernment are faced 
with in t.he matter of a poll. If a poll is 
taken under this Bill and the people turn 
down the propositiDn, then there is no alter
na ti vc. Y DU cannot allow tho present con
dition of drift to go on, \rhen the pcople 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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at the ::::ame tirne vYant irnpl'OYCnlcni·s and 
<1 xtensions There is no other altcrnatiYc 
than practically to agree to a restricted 
extension of the franchiee of the company. 
The Government cannot " stand pat " and 
allo s the present condition of things to con
tinue. Therefore there is onl-,- one alterna
tive, and that is tD agree to an extension of 
the franchise. If a poll vvcre taken and the 
people turned down the yn'Dilosition, thoro 
would be a large and influential body of 
opinion here vl'hich would try to fDrce the 
GovcrnnH:nt to agree to the cornpany's ter1ns. 
They would Le in favour of the cornpan~·'s 
propc··ml--that i'". an extension of its fran
chis~ for at lL•ast tv.·cnty-onc years. 

IIm:. \Y. H. DARL\ES (fJulimba): The 
hon. gcnt-lcrnnu ·who has ju-t l'{ -::.uJncd his 
scat has put up sonw .; Aunt Sallies" just to 
knock them down. I vvant to remind him that 
in 1920 an Act was pao'.·Pd which gavo tho 
GoYcrnmcnt po~~ypr to lllHThase the tnuns. 
Does the hou. gcntlemitn denv that? They 
had the lW\YCr to purchase the trau1~ und, 
at that time, it \Yas part and parcel of their 
polic:v. In connection ith rny an1cndrnent, 
the Prc1nicr has tried to 1nrrku orct that hDn. 
rnemhcr::; \Y1lo arP :::.upportjng it are ont to 
as:"ist the Tram\\ ays Con1pany. 

The PRE)IIER: Consciou31y or uncon~ 
· ciously? 

Ho:-;. \Y. H. I3AR:\'ES: The Gm·emmont 
of which I had tho honour of being a 
member refuscd to extend the franchi·e of 
the Tran1v~·ays Con1pany lH_';-·ond a r2:da in 
11criod. 

The l'RE1UER: Thlr. Dcnham's stand vvas 
very sonnd. 

IIox. \Y. H. B-\R?\ES: I cr.- ·we v-.c·e 
sensible people. \\' o recDgnisr•d that it was 
& que,tion for the people to decide. 

The PRDIIER: ="o. The 1~13 Act vYhich 
vour Government passed Inadc no pro,~ision 
for reference to the people. 

Hm:. VI. H. I3.'.HKES: It did something 
n1orc than that-it 1n·ought all the diffPrcnt 
]inc u~J t.o a ccrt1in period \Yhcn the fran
chi'e expire-d. and made it possible to deal 
with them, and the Premier knows that. 

Tlw PniDHER: \YhY did vou give a further 
franchis0 to the corrlpany ~ 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\'ES: \Ye are not askini': 
that this mattN · .. hould Le pnt on ono side 
indcfL1itelv. It hits alread:c ''ccn inrlicatcd 
that there i. pro ha hl~- it div-isioE of L r•ling 
on his :,;de in connection \Yith the ainPnd
mcnt: but wlwteyer the Yic•.'.' of hDn. mom
l;prs ou th:, side mt('\r be, t]1C'l'P is not a u1an 
here vvho 1Ynnts to LohtcT up the Tramways 
Compan;,- in any \Yay. 

0rl'O'•c1TIOX :\fDIBERS: IJ car. hear! 

Ho". \V. H. BAR:\'ES: '•Y" m·e out to 
furthN the interests of the people. If the 
am(:-1Hlm0nt is carriuL bovv 1onv i ,, it f:olng 
to h• kc before tlw matter ic put befmo the 
1H'Op1P '? A n1onfh \Yonlcl compas~ jt NJc;ily. 
Th0 Pr0rnier and the hon. n10n1lx•r for ~un
c~:d1 have stated that tl1e T1C'ople are clamonr
ilw for the trams. I aclmit that that is a 
YE'~\7 BtroYJO' araurnent. and I want to follow 
it. llp anci"·.a·.-nthat. if that is the position. 
and the pcopic do not care what the cost is 
i!Oing tD be. then'"" are prepared tD carry 
the 

1
n-oposal. Th1e. ,,.1!1 g1YC t.o the people 

whnt thev have a nght to recc1vc, and th~t 
1s tr,c right to express themselves on tlus 

[ II on, E. G. Th eoclore. 

question. I c;mnot understcmd a Government 
cdliug its,'lf a dmuocratic Gover_nn1cnt OPlJOS
ing this ,_unenclnie-nt. r~rhe Prc1nicr got 
augr,J~ this rnorning, but I do not know \\ hy 
he d1d. If it were only the ratnpaycrs, I 
could understand why the hon. gentlt~1nan 
got on l1is tail and lost hi6 teiuper. 

}_fr. GLEDSOX: He was not angr~:; you are 
only saying that. 

Hox. 'S. H. BAR='fES: The position is 
perfectly clear. \Ye know that the vote 
would Le takou on the electoral rolls with 
tbc adult franchise. 

The I'RE1IIER: \\'hat would be the conse
quence of an aJve1·se vote? 

IIox. \Y. H. BAHKES: The Gm·ernment 
vv-ould still be in a position to take over the 
tnuns. There ;;as a time wlwn the Govern
Incnt of which the Pre1nic'r \Vas a n1cmber 
t~tood £or the policy of Yefcrring 1nattcrs to
the people. The l"remior do •s not under
stand the amendment. I fal1l''' that he can
not haye read it, '"o I will read it again. 

" This Act shall not come into force 
unless or until a poll of the electors of 
e-very area, ·within any part of whieh any 
tra1nlines of the company a.rc con
structed. ha' been taken upon the ques
tion \Yhdher Dr not this Act c.hall come' 
into force, nor unless a majority of ihc 
electors 1vho vote at ~uch poll vote in 
fa v·our of bringing this Act into force. 

" Such poll sl1all bo taken in the 
! ·wn!1L'l' pro'.'idcd by t"b0- Lor 1 1 A~~th0··i
tir .. , Acts for the itSCcrtain".lent of the 
vv-ishes of electors by taking a poll." 

Surely, that is democratic enough. I do not 
kno\Y why the Prcn1ilr shonld g"f't angry 
abDut an amendment like that. I .. he afraid 
to trmt the people? 

~.Jr. FERRlCKS: You are not fair in saying 
tbat the Pr0mier is ang-rv. bPcause he was
(juitC' cool when he \Vas.__ s]1eakjn~_S. You are 
deliberately misrepresenting him so that you 
can gl't it into "' Hansard." 

Hox. \Y. H. I3AR="ES: E,-i .. 1ently the hon. 
n1rmhcr for South Brir,banc P.lso is getting 
nugT~T· (Laughter.) The fact rcn1ai!1s ~hat 
this is a den1orratic an1endrncnt. as 1t give,. 
the )Woplc the right to expre.'· their Dpinion 
en the question. 

The Pnnm:n: Do you s.n· that the pcopl0 
ha ye beC'n clatnouring· for this? 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR~ES : Is tLe Premier 
afra.id to tru?.t the ]1Cop1c und~ r this amLnd~ 
Llcnt? Does the Premic;· think th 't the 
amc-nrhnent is of such a chara('tPr that the 
pconle ···ill not be able t 1 undentnnd the; 
anp.C•al \YhCll it is put to them? Tc that, it' 
Has the Premier lDst faith in the people' 
A.t on:- titno \Yhc;rl the Prcn1icr \Yas put up 
for calc h' u·ed to top the poll at some of 
the fnncLio11" in eonncction -..vith the " spin-
1Jing jfnnie;.," and other thjngs. ::\ow he is 
app~ucntlv afraid t0 trust the The 
hon. member for Inswich some 
meJnbcrs of tho Opi1ositi<·1 haLl edcd two 
wa'-6. I did not speak on the ~0cond reading. 

) the hem. nwmber cannot accuse rnc of art
in different 1vays. 

:1Ir. GLEJJSO); : I r. ad the Pr'-'" report. 

IIo~. W. H. BARNES: The hor1. member 
read the Press report. but I was nnftlllc to 
speak 011 the sccohd ,reading }.ast week 
brc:HlSC' I was suffering frmn a ro]d. 

11r. BnE~NAN: You had a ''go" at rne. 
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Ho:-:. vY. H. BAR:\'ES: The hon. member 
deserved all he got, and he \Yill gc,t moi'C llt'xt 
tinw. This an1cnchnPut unght to appeal to 
('Yerv dc1nocrat in tlL' ( 'lHt!n~JC·r. lt j~ a 
:-Pns{hle anicndnicnt, unJ it :3hows that the 
people c Hl be trustc•d. Ir puH the· people on 
a pedestal ,,~here :~ '.-idcnily th _. Prcntier doe;c; 
not ''ant thi'm to bn placed. I hope the 
Con1n1 ittcc v. ill earr, the c:tr..1C'l (hncnt lle( :n.1~e 
it is a sensible o11c a~nd is in k oping with dw 
Local Authorities At\ and carrit::-l it out to it'~ 
fullest extent. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY (J;'ilzroy): In spite of the 
nHer.tncc~ of hon. gcntlt'rnc n oppo:3itc• 
fa\·our of the nrnPnchucut, there · 
to submit the question of the 
Lhc tran1s to a re ~Cl'E:'lH~urrL I[ 1 all Y rY 

\\ Pll for the hon. nicmb'_'r to ac a se o~lw"r 
people of showing h, at, but that ',hmy,,, hmY 
hypocritical the hon. gentlcl~_1:-tn's uttcrn.11ces 
eau be. It is cYidrnt that he ha'o bec11 whimwcl 
up by sorncone and is prepared by rue .. ho,l:~, 
fCrlpulous or unscrupulow·, to delay th-.: 
acquisition of th,se trams. 

IIox. W. H. BARNES: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon. member for Fitzrov m 
ordt'l.' in saying that rt niPrnbC>r---rPff'rrin~g to 
myc'elf-adoptcd unscrupulous methods' 

l\Ir. 1-lARTLEY: I did not "'Y that. 

The TE:YlPORARY CIL\IR}L'>:\': I did 
not hear the hon. n1muber use that :_·xprccsion, 
but if he did it is not in order. I vvould asl~ 
the• hou. ItlCrnbcr if he did muke uso of tho 
expression complained of? 

:11r. HARTLEY: I die! not make the remark 
that flw hon. g~·utlcn1an irr1putes to n1e. The 
\Yord:3 I u3l1 d IY(:rc that it ,,-as Vl1 l'\' eYiclent 
to !LC that he was whipped up by, methods, 
:scrupulous or uuscrnpu~ous, to delay the 
r1rqnisltion of the trarns. That is the hon. 
genrlcman)s attitude, and that is Y\hy he spoke 
as he diU in reference to the I>rcn1i.-.:r's 
rumarh:s. H_oweYcr. the hon. mernbcT hinl
sd f has supplied the n'rc best eYid<'nce and 
the bt>st n~a· on \\·h~Y this proposed rcfercndurn 
should 11ot. 1_;p J ,r.. ntcd to. The GoYernrnent 
cf which tlw hon. mer1her for Bulirnba was 
a rurlnb:_•r i11 1913 lin1itcd the l''\ ten~ ion of the 
fraucbiS(! to the Brisbane Trnnnray, Co!:lpany 
to a certain tcnn of years, thereb~~· adrnittjng 
that the Goycrnmc'nt of which he was a 
member acknowledged the imtlienablc right 
oi the p< oplc and the incYitl ble nece-sity 
at ~.omc tinH} or other in the futur·.' of hand
ing oYer the tran1way s2. stern to the pcop:e 
of Bri ,banc. 

Hon. W. H. DmNES: I admit that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Then wln· is there anv 
JJccJ for anv referendun1 to ;:;:k the pcoplf--: 
whether they will accc:pt what is already 
theirs. 

Hon. IY. H. RmxES: \Ye have still got the 
GovcrnnH c1t. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: If the ho01. member, as a 
rn::n1ber of tho Gov0rnrncnt, v,-as ~·J anxious to 
~nfc_,guard the rights of the future residents 
of this city that he would only agTee to a 
limited franchi,e. why ask thcrn 110w whether 
they •\'ant to conw into their heribg<'' \Y!Jy 
ask them now if they '''ant to ace pt it whPn 
t ue .. ha Ye alrcall:.· got it? The Governnwut 
acknO\\ h:dg-ecl the inalienable right of the 
people in a cit} like thi" to own the public 
utility at some future date, and now, for 
~on1c ob.~curc reason and <;:::orne very urgent 
reason, the hon. gentleman wisheo to delay 
ihe acquisition of the trams and actually to 
call ;nto question tho right of the people to 

own those trams. I think that cYervhodv ·,\'ill 
aclmit that cYory Act tlnt lms lw;•n pahetl, 
nnd ver·,· arnendn1cnt. ha:; nhvays haLl tlwt 
founclft!icn principle laid down:__that only 
under c~'i'tain conditlolH YiTU ld tlw B ri~ l Jane 
Tl",_.rnv l' s Con1pany bC' alJvycJ to operate 
th0 trarn ..... lK'C1ll'-'f' nt gorrH' iutL:re dal.l they 
Wf'!'C' to becorne the prop:::·rt,v of the rnunici
paJit,· and the ratepayers. There is no need 
to cont0ruplat0 the snhnti~·,.ion of thr' acquisi
tion of the trams to the ratop,.yors or to 
include the amendment in this Bill. 

At 12.18 jl.m., 

The C:IUIR1TAX rc umed the chr,ir. 

:\Ir. :\IAX\YELL (Too!tong): I wish to 
contrarliet the stateu1cnt rnadc Lv iho Prc:tnicr 
this n;orning. The Pren1icr. du~riug hi::; criti
cit~In of rny renlaYks, ·desirrd to conycy to the 
l\nnnlittc·,\ that I was ttying to crcatP a false 
itnpres::;ion hy nwking a. fabc :tatcrncnt 
rcf.;,1rrling what cn·ntuatc,d at the loc.al 
autho~·ities conference. The Prf'lnier udnLts 
that he has the same infonnation that I haYe 
ffi',solf. bm he sa, s that there was another 
rc:~olution carrled:· AnotlH'r rc~olution 'Yai, 
subn1ittcd, but it w.:B not carried. 

:'11r. liARTLEY: Whv didn't you quote the 
other r( ,..--)lution? · 

Mr. 2\L"X\YELL: How can one aJJO\Yer. a 
sillv, inane rcrnark 1ikc that? The PrcrniE'r 
receiYcd similar information (O that which 
I r ceived but n1v information does not 
contain tha~t resolutiOn, and rightly so. 

2\lr. RTOHD.\.X: The Premier says that the 
whole of the local authorities did not agree. 

Mr. 1\L\X\YELL: It is a well-known fact 
that it is not cnstonutrY to forv, ard rc~olu
tions which ban' b"en 'defeated. It is eus
toinarY to for\Yard only rc~olutions ,,Thich 
have been agreed to by a majority. Any
how, a majority of the local authorities did 
agree, and the information I have has be_en 
conv~ved to me bv the local authoritws 
thems,elves. It is headed-

" Amendments suggested by a confer
ence of local authorities of the di,.trict of 
the Trust as defined bv the Bill. viz.:-

The cities of Br.isbane and South 
Brisbane: the towns of Hamilton. 
It ha ea. Toowonv,. and Windsor: and 
the shires of Bnlmoral, C:oorparoo, 
Enoggera. Keclron, Stcphcns, and 
Toombul." 

I belioYe that this infornution 
convc',-ed to othPr hon. members. 
in touch with the local authorities, 
been posted to me. 

has boon 
I am not 
and it has 

Mr. RIOHDAI-:: l ha Ye not got it. 

Mr. l\IAX\YELL: I take it that it was 
forwarded to the metropolitan members 
because it is of great interest to them. 'They 
go on to ,,pecify amendment" and at the 
end the> say-

" The conference rcsoh·ed to request 
the l\linister to 1nake proYision~ 

That prior to the formation of the 
trust a vote of the cLctors be taken, 
under the san1e proYisi ons as govern 
ordinary loan proposals of loc~l authori
ties, upon the ad vis., bleness of the trust 
being established, or. as an alternative, 
that the Brisbane Tramways Company 
Limited be granted an extension of 
tramwa.i franchise, on conditions to be 
agreed upon in regard to extensions 
and other matters, on a scheme whereb;> 

Jb'. i11axwcll.] 
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the profits accruing from the working 
of the tramwavs ma·.· be shared by the 
local authorit!es through .,-hose areas 
the tram·ways may run." 

Mr. vYILSON: What is the date of that? 
lVIr. ::'.IAX\YELL: I cannot give the date, 

lout it was only a few days ago. I would 
be contemptible if I attempted to mislead 
the Committee, and it ctands to reason that, 
if I clid try to do ··o, hon. members opposite 
would ha\'O the whip-h8.nd a few minutes 
afterwards and could de,d with me as they 
thought fit. I am inter<stod in the local 
authorities which I represent, and I claim 
that, as a Jnetropolitan n1e1nber, I have a 
perfect right to put the vie"' of the lo< al 
authorities intc•r·ested before the Committee. 
I am sorrv that the Premier made the 
statements he did. and I throw his charge 
back at him. I haYe made no false state
nlenh~. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Did you not say that all the 
local authorities asked for it? 

Mr. MAXWELL : I will let the hon. 
member read the document I haYe and he 
·can seo for himself. It is very evident 
that some hon. members opposite know what 
has taken place in other quarters, and they 
say that members on this sido are linked up 
with certain vested interests. That, I think, 
is unfair. Then they say that we are being 
dictated to br a section of the Press. I 
denv it. I have boen endowed V\ ith ordinary 
inte1ligence and I am using it in the best 
interests of my constituents, and I say
irrespective of the statement of the Premier 
-that the local authorities have asked for 
a certain thing. As a representative of one 
of the metropolitan electorates, I stand for 
that and support the amendment. 

1\Ir. vYEIR (Jiarybnr·ough): I should like 
to take this opportunitY of saying- something
abont the f1UOstion of goodwill as it is 
affected by thic amendment. I am satisfied, 
unles there is some vcr:· good cvi donee before 
ns in this Comrnittce of ·which I am unaware, 
that the question of goodwill ;, ill not bo 
found to bo a material factor in determining 
the price of the trams. If. on the other 
hand, the Committee is deluded into enter
taining the arrwndment, I venture to say that 
all the power of money vvill be used in the 
campaign on the referendum. rrhe case will 
be argued by m ern b0.rs of the Opposition to 
tr,· to get the pO{lple to turn down this pro
posal to ta kc over the trams. \Vhy do I 
say that the power of mon•'V will be u·od '? 
Take tbe estimate of £1.700.000 as the pos
sible v-alue of the undertaking on tbe one 
hand. ancl £C68.00~ cs the• highest capital 
Yaluc '.d1ich can be put upon it. apart from 
g· .. odwill. In other words. there is £800,000 
at least involn:>d in this CjllCstior.. It !"tand~ 
to reason that a company which stands to 
win £800.000 on a transaction like this will 
put up some money t0 fight the question. I 
sa;· that iust at this juncture the (lUestion 
of goodwill cannot be a factor: but. if a poll 
were taken, th0rc is not the slie-htest doubt 
that that qnr~.tion ,., ould be fought and used 
against the proposal. I know perfectly well 
that money can do much in swinging the 
people off the right track. .Just imagine a 
fig;ht by the papers. bY the capitalistic influ
ences, by the money influences. by memben 
of the Oppr-,ition in 1he street•·. to take from 
tlw public th0 inherent right they have to 
take ov(lr the tran1s. 

.\ GovERX2\iEKT MDIBEil: They did it 
before. 

[ J1 r. ft1 axtce ll. 

l\Ir. \YEIR: Thev did do it before. I 
\Yant io dra"- the attention of this Committee 
to the disparity in tbe matter of values 
v,-hich this question. if fought at a referen
dum, would open up. Taking £1,700,000 as 
the lig-nre which has been quoted as the 
possible v-alue of the undertaking, and 
£862..000 as the maximum v-alue at which 
the assets can bP taken, there is a disparit"~".~ 
of £800.000. Then, taking ~1r. Blundell's 
own figures-and he should know--the reason
able profits in one 0·ear, after allocrtting 14 
per cent. to various other objects, arc £160,000. 
If the profits arc £160,000 in ono year and 
the other figures are based on £868,000, 
there is 75 per cent. more in \1r. Blundell's 
figures than there is in thcce. I venture 
to sa,,. that, if these people can get this 
question submitted to a referendum, the 
amount imolved will be £1.250,000. 

Mr. BREKNAN: They could spend £10,000 
on the campaign. 

}1r. \YEIR: Of course thev could. If 
£1.250.000 is mvo!Yed, they \\:ill see that, 
with the rate of profit which they can make, 
it will pa0 them in time to come to spend 
the whole of that £1,250,000 to proye good
will. I propose to show why I say it cannot 
be got in this ca.se. My contention is that 
just at this juncture, without a referendum. 
goodwill i;; not a factor. I say t.hat it c,1nnot 
b<' the teot. I want to quote now from Floy 
on "Valuation of Public Utility Proper
ties," on pe.ge 137 of which he says-

" The present day opinion, both of 
the public and its officials, leans toward 
a minimising or entire negligence of 
any va.lue of goodw~ll accruing to a 
public utility property." 

Public opiniDn denies absolutely the exist
ence of 'l'ood.will in a public utility. Let us 
gc further-

" Judge Tayler, in arbit.,·wting 'the 
Cleveland Traction controversy, in which 
settlement no allowance whatever for 
goodwill wrts made, explained his views 
as follmvs :-

I allow nothing for goodwill. A 
street rnilway company which has a 
monopoly, and especially if it . has 
franchise value remaining, can have 
no goodwill value." 

That is precisely the position of the Brisbane 
Tramways Company. On this authority 
those tramways bave no goodwill value. 

Mr. VDWLES: Vl'o are not dealing with 
that. 

Mr. \YEIR: Oh, yes we are-t.hat is the 
'·nigger in the w·:Jod pile." Tbe company is 
after goodwill. The hon. m em her for 

Bulimba is wide enough aw11ke 
[12.30 p.m.] to sec what it is after. If it can 

get this to the people, the issue 
";ill be ono of goodwill; there is no ques
tion in my mind about that. Let us go 
further-

" Tfte "Wisconsin Commission has fol
lowed the prevailing opinion of the 
courts with regard to goodwill, saying-

There may bo an element of good
will in the busincqs of a public service 
corporation where competition exists 
and the public may resort to more 
then one public utilit:· for the de .ired 
service; but, where the public is con
fined to a single public utility for 
the service the l11tter undertakes, it 
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would seem that there is no ground 
upon which goodvcill can be predi
cated," 

\Yithout going fnl'ther, we are safe in assum
ing on tho,e two findings t.hat at this 
juncture at l0ast no goodwill is entailed. 
Let us go further on the question of good
will-

" As indicating the variable and 
indefinite value attaching to goodwill, 
the following opinions of courts are 
valuable:-

A monopoly has no goodwill, for its 
customers are retained b~~ compulsion, 
not by their voluntary choice. 

But the term ' goodwill' may be 
misleading. Lord E:cion said that 
' goodwill' is nothing more than the 
probabilitc· that the old customers will 
resort to the old place. 

Under any possible definition, it 
involves an element of personal choice. 
This phrase is inappropriate where 
there can be no choice." 

I say that all tha.t is involved is the question 
of the old customers rccorting· to the old 
place, or the old name being applied to the 
new firm. That is quite apart from a public 
utility in which goodwill does not trade 
itself. 

The sinister move on the part of the 
Opposition is to put this issue to the people 
and defeat the Government. It would be 
worth a million of moncv to the company 
to obtain that result. I tru•,t that nothing 
will ha.ppcn in this Chamber to prevent the 
Government turning the company down for 
good and all. 

Mr. KERH tBnoggcra): I take the view 
that there is no necessity to take a poll of 
the people in regard to this matter. That 
is tho a tti tu de which I adopted on the 
second reading, and I am confirming it n_ow. 
Alreadv the local authorit,; representatives 
have given full expression to their views, 
and they are elected by the people who are 
concerned. As against that, if I could see 
an alternative ocheme wherebv the people 
could have a further say, I would not hesi
tate a moment in letting them have it. I 
am not prepared to ha vc an:;' further delays 
in tliis matter. The people of the metro
politan area have been hanging on for some 
time, and the position has been considerably 
aggravated by the Government's mishand
ling of the situation. For two years the 
Premier has played with the Brisbane Tram
ways Company. Had there been a proposi
tion which would have been acceptable to 
the people, it would have been made known 
to this House and to the people. 'vV e must 
take the Premior'.s word tha~· the only 
arrangement the company would make wo~1ld 
b0 one detrimental to the people. I t~mk 
that the hon. member for 1'\undah was nght 
in sa::ing that we would be well,advised in 
having the opinion of the Tramways Com
panv on this matter. I am not going to 
exc1;se the attitude I take up on this matter. 
I do it from many points of view. the prin
cipal ono being the interests of the people. 
I am very sorr~T that an agreement has not 
been urivPd nt to crr,·o litiga.tion between 
the company ancl the Go,·ornment. \Vhen 
the South Anstralian Act came before Par
liament jn thnt State there was in it a, 

schedule containing a Ldmpletc agreen1ont, 
setting out what was going to be done. 
Dnfortunatcly, our GoY0rnment haYe not 
given the people any information on the 

matter. An arrangement should have been 
come to somehow or other. It is not too 
late now to appoint representatives of th" 
local authorities to confer with the Bnsbane 
Tramways Company and have a:" agreement 
arrived at to save the people thrs 0xponse. 

Mr. GILD AY: On what would they confer? 
Mr. KERR: The schedule in the South 

Australian Act gave details of. the asset~
tangiblf', intangible, and othcrwrse-on whrch 
an agreement was ar!'l ved at. Any reason~ 
able company would come to an agreement. 

lVIr. GILD AY: To run them conjointly? 
Mr. KERR: Ko, I do not say that;_ I 

think that the time has passed for runnmg 
thorn conjointly. It has n<.;ver b~on ~'?n· 
tended otherwise tl-tan that this pubhc utility 
should revert to the people. The D~nham 
Administration provid<>d for a _hmrted 
francl1ise, the interpretation of whiCh _was 
that it had to come to the people some tune. 
The verv first Act contained that provision. 
If has ~bc~?n recognised by the Trmnwa",~s 
Company and by_ the J~oople. In my elec
torate we are qmtc sabsfiecl that thP tra~
wavs should come to the people. That rs 
not. overlooking the fact that the Governm~nt 
have not done the ri!"ht. thing, in not haymg 
placed before the people certain informatiOn. 

I think the Premier referred to the ques
tion of J,hc valuation. It appeared tha~ he 
follo~·. ed the legal opin_ion which he obtctmed 
in Em~land in no'c domg what should have 
been ·done. I understand that the lq;al 
opinion he obtained was against proceed:ng 
further with the work of the Valual!on 
Boan1. 

The PRE~!IER: 'vYhy should. we :r'?t act upon 
that advice, and bring our mqurrres here to 
an and? 

Mr KERR: Some time ago I mentioned 
iP this Chamber that I was satisfied that the 
valuation had not been compl~ted. The Pre
mier told me that I was qmte wrong:-that 
tho valuation had been completed. ?\o~ I 
get an acknowledgment tha~ the v'.'luatwn 
was never completed, notwithstar;dmg the 
fact that we had 0xpcrts from variOus parts 
of ,\ustralia and paid them a ver¥ large 
amount of money, which the Trnst Will hav.e 
to mrtke good. That. is th~ reaso11. w~y thiS 
trouble is brewing now: !\ e are ?uyu_rg a 
pig in a poke," and It. rs result.mg m th.e 
rrtising of this contentrous subJect. Thrs 
should not be a party m0asure; we should 
decide to do what is in the interests of t_he 
people. The pc·ople in my elect~rate reqmre 
extensions : thc:v have been pressmg f?r them 
for a COllSiderablc time, and arc bemg J?Ut 
t0 trouble and expense through not ha.vmg 
them. If this matter wore put to the people 
and a nor,ativc Yote w0re recorded. what 
would be the result? Can the Government, 
bv leg-islation. force the Tramways Company, 
shoul~l it get ~an extension of its franchis0. to 
build '".:tensions? I have rtlways ach·ocated 
that private entcq,rise sh~mld han a pretty 
froP leg. I an1 not g01ng to agree th~.t 
priYate enterprise should be told to do this 
and do that. It cannot be ~one. I an', not 
proprtrod to grant cm extensiOn of the ":an
<'hise to the ron111an'""~ and at the sR.mc time 
impose certain conditiom. I hope tlw people 
t~·ill ha,-o what the;~· desire at an early date. 

:\11· T .\ VLOR (1T'i.'ul.<nr): Ono ban. mem
be-r ;tat;·d that hon. members 'on this s!de 
s~~id one thing one tin1e and a.n?th1~:~ th;.ng 
another time. There -,:·as no JUshficabon 
\Yhatc~Yer for those rc1narks. It was also 

Jir. TayloJ'.] 
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:-tatcd that hon. n1e:mbers opposit0 rwver 
know l'rhat hon. n1ornbcrs on this side are 
going to ~<ty. Y\...-e nJwa:~;fi kno\Y what hon. 
1110'11 hers oppf' ~itc are going to sa~· and \\·e 

also kno1v ho1v they are goi11g to Yote. I an1 
opposed to the rdcrt'ndum. but I am p lco.-ed 
·that an hon. rnernbor on this side has 
frPedom of thonght ,me] action y.·hich 
1tin1 to n<>ve the arnondment. although he 
might ],plieyc that it is contrar. to th'-' 
opinion;:; of other hon. n1Pl1lber'- on hi;;; own 
~ide. That is rnorc than anv hon. nH'Inlwr 
opposite dare -do. T'he pre· ·0nt position iu 
~.\·hich we find oursPlYf>·" in r0gard t0 ihP 
tramv.·ay · is intolerable .J.nd "'1.rmot be~ 
rrl]ovYcd u to rontinuc. The Gov0rnment are 
responsible for the position. and the ooom'r 
IYO ta kc a hn nd in restoring- the nHI ttc-r to 
:-;ornQthing like a nonnal basis in the best 
ieterr-,ts of the whole of the pcopk of the 
metropolitan area the better it will be. \Ye 
find. according to tho report that was pre
sented to us. that during the last two years 
nuly :1 f0\1c cars haYe b00n bullt. That is to 
dlP ddri:ncnt of the boi.t interest· of the 
metropo]i~ \Vbf'n the peoplf' arc a· king for 
un C""'dC'nsion of the tran1 svstf' 11. Arrording 
to the amendment, we are asked to submit 
the mattPr to a. referendum of the nooplP. 
What >Yill be the position if the people tnrn 
the nuttt( r r1o·;,yn? Are we going to innn·ove 
mattC'rs I haYe looked at the quE"·tion from 
all to ascertain if thcr<> will an:<· 
f-'ain in the f'Ycnt of the people turning 
this proposal. \Y 2 are 110\Y in the 11osition 
that wo haYe got to acqui1·e the trams on 
the Ycrv best terms that we can. The hon. 
mcmhe1: for :\Iar:l'borough had a lot to sav 
a bout gooch,-ill. I ha ye not got to decide 
that quc·,.fion. nor has Parlian1ent g-ot to 
ckcidc it. That should not co,.,-,,, into our 
rliscussions at all. That matter will be 
decided by the tribunal to be anpointed 
under this Bill to determine the basis on 
which to esscss the value of tho concern. 
To attribute any sinister motiYc to hon. 
members on this 'side because theY chome to 
get nn and support what they think is right 
is unfair. lt is absoluh:>lv incorrect to state 
>vhat has ]wen stated. I think hon. members 
should be able to Yoice their oninio01s without 
ha,-ing unworthy motiyes attributed to them. 
a.s waf; dono this morning. It was sup;grstrd 
that there was something sinister behind thP 
whole moYc, and indirectly it >vas said that 
hon. mombcrs on this sid0 "·ere under the 
domination or influence of those who are 
it..tf'rPstccl in the Brisbane Trannvays Com
panY's aJfa.ir~. I challeng-e any hon. ~member 
to "-l1o1v l11 anv vvav vYhatf'Yer that any hon. 
member ~n this side is undor the influence 
of the company with regard to tlw acquisition 
of thjs conrf'rn. It is nnfair and nnju~t to 
make a sta temcnt like that. 

J\Ir. GLEDS0:-1: '' R:<· their fruit ye shall 
l::no1Y th01n." 

:Yir. T \ YLOR: Ycs. The hon. member's 
fruit is ~our b0ranse hf' is "0 bittt'l'. I hopn 
the mattN will lw adjusted as SJWcclih· it 
1:; po-.·~ih1c to a.d.iu -;t ir. Tht'ro is ono 111;1tt·•r 
that is diflkult to understand. 1\'Parh- half 
the time that the valurrtioCI of tho tram· was 
bcin~ 11lt~dc b\~ tho Goycrnrnent thf' yah1ators 
1vcrc acting in conjunction nnrl prnrtir ~ll:· 
ro-ordinaHng- with the con1nanT-'~ Y>~ lunto1 . 
For :-'om0 rc·a ·On or othPr.- w110n tl1o \York 
··as half completed, that wa' sto]l!wd. 

Th0 PRE~fiEll: The hon. g·entlcman 'S 

,·,rong· in S8Ying that· the work -~ ns .hc!]f 
·t>on1pieted. It was brought to a conclusio:1 

[Jil'. Taylor. 

sufficient to mc•et the requirements of counsel 
who 1YC'l'C' advising the Go,-ernrncnt. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: The matter of acquisition 
should be carried out as speedily as possible. 
I arn not concerned about any dr~lay in 
taking a referendurn. As .a matter of fact, 
there would not be any delay. The point is 
where would it lead us, and shall we be 
any better off if the proposal is turned 
down 9 \\'hat is the a!ternatiYe '! \Ye cannot 
grant a.n extension of the franchise, because 
iho tcrrns :3Uggpstcd by the con1pn ny arc 
tmreasonnblt'. Thf' only altNnati,-c. then, 
is GoycrnrnPnt control. \Yha.t does that 
mean" The whole of the people throughout 
({ueenslancl would have to contribute their 
proportion of the cod of providing a utillt.y 
for the com·C'niencP of people in the metro
politan area. I think tho people in tho. 
countrY should consider that aspect of tlw 
que•tion. lYE' havo debated this macter ,-cry 
thorough!.\- this uiorning, and we OI?- this 
side arc not afraid to sav and do. S1nf'o I 
haye b0cn in this Chan1bCr I ha\·e seen hon. 
rncrnbcrs on this side sometinlCs Yoting 1vith 
thf' Goycrnn1cnt, Lnt I have llP""'l sct~n n 
Goycrnn1cnt supporter vote \Yith thi:-; f'ide, 
Yet hon. nlcinbcrs oppo3-ito talk about frer:!
dom of aetion and fro<'dom of thought. 
Fruedom of action and f>·cedom of thought 
o,.:i,;t 0'1 this side, and on the other bide 
tyranny and bondage reign supreme. 

0PP( ..;rT10X l\IE:-.IBERS: Hear. hear ~ 

:\Ir. GlLDAY (Ithaca): This is the first 
time that I have spoken during this session. 
I am pleased that. the leader of the 
1\ationa]ist partv is against the amendment. 
l regret that the hon. meml>er for Bulimba 
has takPn up this attitude of r:uking for a 
poll. ThPre has been no mandate from the 
people asking for a poll other than from a 
few of thfl local authorities' repnsentahves. 
I fail to sec where there has been any agita
tion whatever for a poll to be taken for the 
purpose of asecrtai11ing "-het her \VE'. f<hou]d 
Lake over the trams or not. I tlnnk the 
compmP;' s franchise expired on the 30th of 
September, 1920. At that time the Govern
ment intended to take the tram-, over. but 
immcdiatelv after the Bill was pabied. in 
1920, there 'were deputations from the various 
local authoriti0s asking that tho trams should 
bo plnced under municipal controL The 
G<n-crnment decided to allow the local autho
rities to tako oyer the trams. which I think 
i..:; a vcrv crood thing-. Th0n~ has been a 
·de1av o( h~o :vearR, 'but, during tho~t: two 
Yf'ar~ a o·ood deal of ll£'('83Rary inYP~tiga1ion 
h~s take~ place. It is pleasing to know that 
SPveral hon. members onposite ap:ree that the 
Gm·ernment should take immocl iato control 
of the trarm on boha!f of tlw local anthori
tio·· It is the people >Yho are suffering at 
t}l0 prc-~ent time, and I arn qn1tc Burf' tJ1at r:o 
hon lll0'11hrr· on this side of the Hom<' ·nll 
b]a~r thP TrannYavs Comnany for not going 
on with r-xt ·nsions.' As the corn pan~;':-:: frnn
<'hjsc :..; C'xhausted, I for one do not 1-Jlam'-
thP f'ompan:v. It i:-:; onl:v nntur_a 1_ that the 
f'Ornpnnv sbou1d d0sirP to ,get ·d1nr~,.nd~ .fn.r 
it~ ~hnrf'lwld0rs, and it i-: nrotcrbng dTYJ
dPnd:3 ns mnch a5' po:-~.iblc b~· n9t l)ui1f1ing 
PXtC'n~ions. It is neccs~ar:v for th1s I-Tou.~~. to 
cxpPdite the pas2agr• of the Ril1 .n~ nn~:h as 
noe,iblr so tlnt the ]oral 1uthontJPs >nll l,p 
;1blr to takp control of the tram' and <riYr the 
pcoplr thn extensions that thrv rerprirr. 
t~lP hon. m0mlwr f-or Enop;p;0r~ \i.:nrnYs. tlwr0 
ha~ bf'f'n an agitation for yPars for nn rxte-n
sion of the trams to AshgroYO. and I hov:, 
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in the interests of the people there. that the 
trams will be extcmded to that suburb in a 
ven short time. Tho Govornm~nt ha\·e done 

'OYol·ything pos:;iblo on behalf of the people 
ir: the metropolitan area to haYe thi6 matter 
consummatPd so that they will be able to got 
·to their homes frorn the citY in a reasonable 
manner. I am very pleased to kcow that hon. 
rnmnbors opposite are not unanimous in ro
gard to the propo:,al to take a poll, which, if 
agreed to, would causo a delay in t,aking oyer 
the trams hy the local authorities. which 
would be det.rimental to tho best interacts of 
the people. 

Mr. FRY (I11l1'ilpa): I have advocated 
both ouLide and inside this House that tlle 
local authorities should control all public 
utilities, such as waterworks. ~Pwerago 
works, tram3, etc .. and I ha \·o no doubt, if 
this question wore put. to the Yote of the 
people. that it would be carried. The Pre· 
-mior has 6onre doubts as to whether it would 
bo carried. I feel sure that it would be 
<:arried; but I mu,t ben in mind that it is 
not very long since tho local authoritir, were 
elrct<?d on an adult franchise, and that the 
rrpre~cnt<:Jti,Tcs in tho~0 local authorities l1aYe 
-f':x:prc~f:cd thcJnsciv(>> n_~ ag:Jinst taking over 
the trams undrr JH't):"ont f'ondit.lons. 

Mr. G!LD\Y: Tlwv had it on their Jllatform 
at the last elections. 

Mr. FRY: It dncs not matter whether thcv 
1n.d it on th(•ir :Jlatforrn or 11ot: thcp d rP th'e 
last people \vho got an t:xprcs, ion ot on inion 
Jrmn the pPoplc: and. in anv ca~e. that 1~ 
no reason why the Gon'rmnrrit should object 
to a poll. The Labour ])arty's platfornl has 
.a plank advocating the initiativf' and refcrcn
·dum: vet these members scv tb 1t members 
of the" Opposition h aye sorrwthing sinister 
behind the proposal for a ]loll. They t~ll us 
that ~r::nc hon. n1crnbcr:::. on this sjde ask for 
a poll, and want to get it bv serunulous or 
nnscrupulous methods: That 'wrt of thing is 
utterly denied by every hon. me-mber on this 
side. I \\·mlld not for one moment a !tribute 
to members of the Government party anv· 
thin§! of an un~('rupulous or sinister nature in 
anythir1ii they do: but I sa:-· members of the 
·Government arc frequc:ntlv snurred on bv 
polltical spleen to mako- fahe chart_!e~ 1.galnSt 
members of the Oppr"-'t'on. 

lYlr. GILDAY: And you are spurred on hy 
the capitalists. · 

:\Ir. FRY: If the hon. member for Ithaca 
savs I cun snurred on bv C'Ul)itali,,t:s. he is 
:-;a}ring somcthiag \Yorth·- of 1he hon. l11f'm

ber and ·omcthing >Yorth,- of tho·e •.: ho think 
1ike him. I sav distincth· that tho state· 
n1ent j:;; gros>Sly l{ntruc. · 

::\Ir. Grr.DAY: And I say your statement is 
grossly nntruc. 

Mr. FRY: You ma ,. \\'hat you like, 
but it doe' not romon• 'the that members 
of thP Go-n:TnmPnt party ar0 ;,lJUlTFd on by 
political spleen of a low ]~ye] to make falee 

--charg('S 2gainst n1Cn1bcrs of the? OpJW: ;tion; 
not rloes it alter the fact that the> local 
authority rcprr ..:f'ntabYPS \YC'n' to th(~ poop le 
lost ,-oar. nncl. if thr•y ask for a pol] t0 lw 
taken, t-ilC'rf' ('~Il lW 110 ~-ootl rC<l "'-)11 \Y1l\- -..q::. 

should object. If .a, poll ' c•re takPn I ,;·oulcl 
adrocate that the prop!<' dwuld vc t in 
fnsour of t1F local auth,)ritic t:1kir:r..: OYCJ' 

the but that does rtDt j u~tl f:~ 1110- YGtin:~' 
amendllH'nt-. Hon. IYI<-'JTibt'r:" on 

this ~lr1e arc fl'f'C' to act as th:=-Y like, anri 1·<: 
an hon. lllf'l11bcr yotos [IQ'ninst 'th·· \\-j:'ih o£ <1 
;~~jority of rncn1bcrs on 'this side it clocs not 

mean that he will be pushed ont of the party. 
ThP trouble is that the G-ovNnment settle all 
their opinions behind closr>d doors \Vith the 
bludgeon hanging oYer their heads; but. 
fortunately for tho P"ople of Quecn2land, 
members on this sido arc free and nnfetterod. 
The South Brisbane Citv Council has asked 
that a. poll be taken. and L as the r ·pro· 
senlatirc of a portion of that city, intend 
to vote for the amendment. The people 
with whorn I an1 co11cf'rn0d arc the pPop]e 
of nw electorate, and it is on their behalf 
that ·I am speaking. :\To capitalistic con· 
ccrn or con1pany could iLfl~1ence me one 
iota, and I hope the day 1nll never come 
,vhen l shall sink to the level that I ·-hall be 
jn_fluenred against rny O''<;n eon~cicncP rn any 
matter; and I hop!' the time will llf)VCr come 
\VhPn this House will bo dominated by such 
:influence. 'Ve should rais€ this House to a 
hi;o;her plane. 

:VIr. G. P. R'\.R~ES IWarll'ick) : I . urn 
yerv sorrv that it has entered into thr rrnnds 
of ~nY hdn. mPmb•'rs oppooite to suggoot that 
sinistCr motiYC5 arc artuating hon. nlC'tnb~rs 
on t.hi~ side in any action they rrJay take. Ol' 

anv utterance·, they rna:v make in connect1on 
with tho passing of this Dill Ol' the ~unond-

rnent we arc now C'onsidcnng. I 
r2 p.m.] am prepared to be fairly liber:l 
L in rnY vic\YS in regard to the 

introduction of this Bill. If many matters 
it contains could be left ont. aud son1c con. 
sidcrations that need not enter into our .cal
culations could bP ig11orcd, the Connnr tnE' 

··oulcl unanimoudy pa''S this Bill. l do not 
think anyo"c here is oppos0d to th0 tram· 
wa,·s being controlled by the local authorities . 

OrPOSI'riO~ 1\IE,IBERS : Hear, hear : 
:\Jr. G. P. B \R:'\ES: There should be no 

t'.~-·o qucstioc::; about th~tt. _.Although .\n' rn."! 
be chnro d bv hon. n1en1bL'rs OI1PO~J~0 vnt l 

baYing- ;on1c ·sinister rnotin:. I ant :-·lt:s~c':-1 
that thC'rP is a genend co:lf'.cn~us of op1n1on 
that the tinw has arriYrd~aJH1 dwu1d ha.,-f' 
arriYPrl long ag-o-,vhr'n thf' trannvays :::hould 
be contro!lcd bv the pPopl<!. I haYC nd1·o· 
rated this in da\-s gone by; but. '\vhen thnre 
are specific indiCatioDs frorn the local aut~lo
ritic~ thenr,ch-cs, as eYidenr:J by tho rcsolu~ 
tions they ha Ye pae.,e·d. it i, the rlnt. of tl:_e 
Cmnmiaco fullv to rr·~pt'ct tl•c YJC'\V~ 1nd1~ 
ciltNl b·: those "rcoolntions. \Ylwther we ,n·c 
in fnvour of the h:amwny . .; bt•ing controllnd 
by tllC' pPople or not, I an1 afC\iH~t anyt~it1g 
being thrn::t upon the proplc~ ~n~1c-" th'"-'Y 
tlrF portif';;' to it. Tht.·.· ho.\'P a l'lg"ht to saY 

"YPa'' or "I\.a.~.·'' to thi:;; bu·inc s, a "d. if 
thPv hc1ppf'n to ~-ay "Xay," tlwy mu t ~Jut 
up· y ith the C"on:J'QUPnrc;.;; ancl the con-.::f'
qu"lJC'J::>-7, no rnattcr ho\Y we n1f1v look at ~he 
qu0stion. <ll'f' not going· to lw hr1pf11l to ~·iC 
ppopl0. Th··n~ are only two y,~ay of dcabyg 
\·:ith tJw trnnl',Ya \~s. Ont> j~. b-;- n n C'Xtcns1on 
of the frnr:chi 'P. · Th(lt should not bP thought 
of, bcc1U··C' \Ye .arc not likch· to rnakc· bc•ttPr 
terms thnn \\'P eau m:•kc to-cLv. and to dcl<Iv 
the n1attrr -._yonld not he 1.vi"c in the jntcrc ts 
of thP eonnllnnib'. The otlH~r nltPTnati\?(' is 
to h,•.-c the tram1Yav controlled 1"· the 
Goycr-nnH'Pt aP·d T do~ not tl1-ink that ~lwn1J 
be thon~·h'' o{ -I q1;ito agree with the 
n~n1ark~ of thf' Pecrnier wllf~n introcluc1ng 
tho the other cn·ning, when ·he 
:-;t·ltec1 J_rlY that the GcYcrnnlP'1t had no 
rig·ht to {'.._n1trol 1hc tramwa~:s. It is rwt 
thr>ir busil'C''· . If th0v did c/·ntrol tlH' trams 
th~~- \Ymlld ]Nl ye thr'r~""lYco; opt>n to dctnanch 
to ·bC" rnad0 from PYf'l'Y ot1wr cih· in the 
State for 1ikr conditio.n-;. I~1 nc1dition to 
that. I do nc,t think the Go\·rrnn1ent r1re 

JJlr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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competent to control the tramway:3. Thny 
would not pro\'C; themselvc' competent to 
control tho tramwac-s anv more than thev 
have boon competent' to co;,trol tho r.ailways_::_ 
we hnxo evidence enough of that. The desir8 
may be to be carclr Je, about making ends 
meet, and the general taxpayer "-ill ha vc to 
pay the piper. There is nothing else for 
i~ but to refer it to the peoph'. Having 
said so much to show \vhcre 1ny sympathies 
are I fe0i that we are takin~ a retrograde 
step wlwn we refuso to allowb the people to 
decide for themsclvc3. I woLrld rC'.(rct more 
than words can express if the people turned 
this matter dmvn. but they should be given 
the opportunity to h'nc a poll. If the:.· 
have a poll and it is uot carried, that is 
their bu~ine;;;s, VVhat strikP" rne rnost forcibh· 
is the dopartnr-' of the Gov0rnment from 
their dontocratie principlC's. \Ye se(~ that on 
every hand. 1 know what is good for the 
people so far as this n1casurc is concern~?d, 
but it is a m:rtter of principl< to let the 
peop!" doe idee for thcmsclYes. The G0\·8l·n
mcnt have thrm·;n that principle on'rboard. 
Thev have jettisoned a principle which they 
ha ye adyocated for ycG r,~. I c-un 11ot going 
to jettison that principle, and I ,,;]] go a,, 
far as I can to 111ako the Gon:rrnncnt :::;tick 
to theirs. 

2\lr. KERR: It is becoming cl1aractori ,tic 
of tho Government, 

l\lr. G. P. BARNES: Yes, it is becoming 
characteristic of the Government to throw 
their principles overboard. They did it in 
the case of the Legislative Council. We 
know that the people expressed themselve'· 
against the abolition of the Legislative Coun
cil. Perhaps the GO\·crnmcnt are fearful as 
to the 1·csults of referring this matter to the 
people. I do not !mow; but the fact remains 
that the Government are departing from an 
import:wt principle. They are not availing 
thcmseh·cs of the principle of the initiative 
and referendum. In matters such as this :he 
initiati,-e and referendum should apply. It 
seems as though the Government, in depart
ing from their principles, arc brought to i·he 
conclmion that whatever they say is law, and 
that there should be no two thoughts ab•mt 
it. They think there should be no discus>ion. 
\Ve have the. f'ame thing in connection with 
another Bill which will come before us 
next week-that is, the Unemployed \Vorkers 
Insurance Bill. It is being thrust on tho 
people. The people did not ask fat it and 
do not want it. Here also the Go,·crnmcnt 
are thrusting something on the people that 
they do not want. Sun•ly this is a matter 
that ought to be referred to th0 people! 
'l'he local authorities are the representati,:es 
of the people, and they have a"lwd for a poll 
to be takon, simply because they are asked 
to take oyer a.n unknown quantity. They do 
not know ,~:hat the liabilities arc in connec
tion with the tramwav3. Thrv do not know 
the condition of the terams. The right thing 
would ha ne been to rcfn the matter to a 
Select Con1111ittcP representing both sides 
of the Hou8o nncl lot that Con'mitteo bring 
in a report. iJIC'mber, of lorn l authoritic'i. 
and perhaps the Commissioner for Raihnvs 
·"houlcl b"' with ;:Uc>ll a Conur1itt~--._.,: 
That, hrn' PVCr, not L :en cion€'. Tbe 
Opposition think tl1e local authoritic' are in 
the right in dc1nnndi~1g ::t po11. In loral 
anthority affair, you ccun'ot sp0nd an~T rnoncy 
on loan account unlc!3s yon t'"~kc a poll. 

The PuE:\JIEU: \\hat about t lw :1.Ietropdi
tan \Yatcr and Sewerage Board loans'? 

[Jlr. G. P. Barncs. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::--JES: Apart from those,. 
mv statement is correct. The proposals have 
toe be submitted to the people, and on a 
matter such as this. which vitally concerns 
the citizens of Bri;b':ne,-, they" shoul~ ha ~e 
the ng-ht to say ' 'lea or Nay. \\ e 
have no right to make a departure from the 
usual principle in this case. although I do 
say that it woul-d be an infinito disappoint
ment to tho people of Brisbane and the 
people of the land if by any adverse circum
stance" the proposals were turned down. 

C\Ir. BRENNAK (Toou.·oom ba): This sub
ject has certainlv taken a now lease of life. 
I thought that, ~vc were practically decided 
on the fact that the Government were gomg 
to take over the3e tramway" and that a trust 
was to bo formed to run them. Hero we 
ha ye a company vvhich years ag:o approac~cd 
the Gon'rnmont for a francluse oxtondwg 
over a. limited time. They got the franchise 
for a certain period; they got a monopoly. 
No poll was taken then. They just got the 
riuht to run their tralnW,t\VS in Brisbane 
wfthout anv reference to thee people. There 
was no opp.osition and no competition. The-,· 
knew when their franchise terminate-d; but 
novv, ·when that time has corno and they sco 
the great progre5s and extension of Bri::bane 
and the hugcc profi•·, to be made in the future. 
"hen they realise that they arc like!. to lose 
a great enterp;·i'c • .. ·hich would return them 
great diyidends, their y;,-holo a1nbition :is to 
hang on to it by an:-· means at all. . They 
have no right, moraliy or legally, but they 
try to stir up contention by sa_-, ing that thl're 
is goochYill. I know that the Tramways
Conctpany has obtained the opinion of coun~el 
Some have advised that there IS goodwill; 
others of eminent standing have said thot 
there is nn goochvill. But on 1noral grounds. 
the Oppo•ition should say, "We must fight 
againf.t any good\Yill or any un.carned incre· 
1ncnt," bcC"ause, after all is sa1d and done. 
the company has had the benefit of its. 
fran('hi~0. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: \V hat has this to do with tho 
question of a poll? 

:\lr. BREX:'\A:'\: The hon. member does
not want a poll. If there was a poll, we 
would see £20.000 circulated by the Tram
ways Company for the purpose of using the 
nev< spapers in a campaign to tell the rate
payers that, if the tran1s arc taken over, 
the rates will go up to such an extent that 
they will be dri vcn out of their small homes. 

::Ylr. W. COOPER: They will intimidate them. 

:\Ir. BREC\!NAX: They will. and, on the 
other hand, they will sa,·, "\Ve will give 
:-·ou a good f't:rvico if you will only allow 
us to continue." In 1920 the·: knew that thev 
had no chance of getting 'an e-·tension of 
franchise, so they have let their plant deterio
rate. Ever, ~econd car has flat whecls-y'Jn· 
ctn hear a" tram coming a n1ilc awa.:· 110\Va· 

davs. Thev haY<• done nothing· at all to 
prCserve the a:- ,cts of_ the cornpan:v; . and, 
doubtless, they now behove that by malnng a 
stir in this Chu.mb0r they rnay get an exten
sion of their fran('bise. 

I say that thf' qmstion of consulting the 
people on this important matter doe..: not 
e:"ncern rF. \Ye h,n·e in our Labour pl~tform 
planks dealing \Yith 1oC"al goYcrnlnent. Our 
platfonn j~ publisJ1cd c\·rr. · week in ".~he 
\Yorkcr. · which mcmbN, of th~ Opposctton 
buv occasionallv, so that thNC is no trouble· 
in, findi:~g out· what it is. I' lank 6 of thE' 
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" Local Gqvernment " section of the plat- white race. For whom are hon. members 
form says- opposite fighting? \Vhy are they trying to 

"All communal enterprises, such as put a valuation of £3,000,000 on this con-
tt·am"ays, omnibusc'. ferric·, baths, corn, which they must know it is not worth? 
lighting, water supply, and markets, to If there is a dispute about goodwill, why 
be•. conducted and controlled by the local do they not se.y, " \Ve cannot afford just 
authority.'' now to giY unearned increment, or throw 

That plank has been in our platform for away goodwill when legal opinion is divided 
many year.. EveFbod·.· knmvs what our on the question of whether goodwill shall be 
policy is; yet hon .. merr1bers opposite come paid." The greatest brains in the world. 
along and say, "Before YOU put it into ••ay that no goodwill attaches to it. If this 
cxer::uHon, J'OU must go to the people." \Vo 1na.tter goes to t.he Privy Council, opinion 
go to the pc·ople evc1..,- three vcars on everv there will be dividl'd. Should not these people 
clause of that platform. • · come to the Premier and say, "Declare that 

there is no good>' ill; pay for the actual 
Hon. J. G. APPEL: Is that why you refuse assets, and save the further liability which 

this rcque·t' the public will bo asked to boar later on? " 
. Mr. BRE:'-JJ'\A)! .= \Ye have no right to grant The shareholdL'rs of the companv have been 
It. Our platform IS known to the people. If well treated; thev have been paid large clivi
the argument of l10n. members opposite is dcnds. The stock has been watered from 
correct, before '\VC pa:::;sod any nlcrhtu~· we tiw-:_. to time) and upon a small capital they 
oug,ht to submit it .tu the people. \Ye would have bui:t up a huge reserve of millions of 
lw nav1ng an clecbon everv ··,,reek. pounds. It is unfair for our opponents to 

Mr. Vo·,·.LF:l: The initiati.Yc and rcfcl ndum move ,his amendment. \Vhy should they do 
a.l' o is jn your platforrn. it? ~et becau~c they are sincere, but because 

i\Ir. BHE:\KAN: For matters \Yhirh arc the strings out· ide have b?en pulled and thhy 
c·xtntnc~uu8 to our piatfon11 . This Is t havo crol" to do it in the same way as t c 
oxtrancoLB. Hon. mmnbPrs tell us we ~~e lcarlPrh of th<' OpflO'ition had to move his 
buying u pig in a poke. 'The Glascroy; tram- want of confidence motion. 
we.:,·~, >:hich arenmnicipally controlled, made The CHAIR:\1AN: Order! 
profits ag·grcgat!llg m "r £1.00[1.000 in t'' cntv 1\ir. BRENNAN: These things should 
years. lion. members '"'Y the peonle arc no't appeal to fair-minded people outside, who 
capable o£ conducting an entnprise like thic, recognise thot the Government are not out 
which, \nth the small population that Bris- to exploit the people. The Government are 
bane contains, made a profit last year of out to do the best they can for Queensland 
£160,000. What all awful travesty it i, to as a State and for Australia as a who!<:. 
say that the locctl auLhoritico are not capable Our opponents are only stonewalling this 
of conducting such a business and m:tking particular matter. 
ends meet! Mr. J·. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. member 

Mr. YowLES: \Vho says that? is stonewalling. 
lUr. BRENKA="!: That is inYolved in your Mr BRE::'\NAN: We have to reply to 

argument. The hon. ll 1'mber for ·warwick statements that are made. If there were 
said we arc going to take over a liability. no statements made, there would be no 
There is no liabilitv; it is one of the most replies. During the last few weeks we have 
flourishing ent"rprises of its kind in Australia. been called upon to speak on different 

Mr. J. H. C .. ROBERTS: \Vlrr are the State matters. A speaker on this side has 
stations not flourishing? • followed a speaker on the opposite si?e to 

Mr. BREN).;AJ\i: That is a different matter. clear up misstatements and prevent miscon-
Th h ception in the minds of the people. We h'!-ve 

e on. member for Fortitude Valley made done that effectively, and the people outside 
one of the finest speeches that has been made h d 'l th 
on this Bill. He pointed out that the members appreciate it. We have a to na1 ose 
of the local authorities up to a certain point misstatements. 
were all in favour of the tramways being Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The only member 
controlled by the local authoritiec. He showPd you nailed was the hon. member for Forti
the inconsistency of those people in now tude Valley. You nailed him straightaway. 
asking that the tramwa,·s be not taken over Mr BRENNAN: I do not mind what 
until the people are con;ulted bv referendum remarks our opponents make. The s12eech 
and asked why they had changed their atti~ delivered by the hon. member for Fortitude 
tude-how it was that some time ago the Valley should be printed and sent out to 
mayors of Brisbane and South Brisbane and the worker3 in the metropolitan area. By 
th" chairmen of shire councils wore all in his logical deductions he has absolutely 
faYour of lllLlllicipal control >tnd were not proved that something has happened durin.g 
in ftn·our of referring the matter to the the last month. He was the first on th1s 
people, yet in the last few weeks thcv were side of the House to hit the nail on the 
asking that the mattcr be rd.:•rr.·d 'to the head in asking why there was this .change of 
pcoplo. It shows that something has hap- front by our opponents and by their masters 
pc ne d. vV c know vcr:: well that thint;s do outside. At one pe~iod they wanted the 
happen at the p1·esc,1t time;. Our opponents trams taken over by the local authorities, 
are most dislo:·al to the people of Brisbane and to-dav thev do not want it. I hope the 
and Queensland. According to our ]a,·:'· this amendment wi'll not be accepted. and that 
is a fon•ign company, bccaus0 most of the the Bill will become law in its present 
shareholders aro living· in England. form. 

:Mr. J. H. C. RoBEP.TS: Don't you call Mr. PETRIE (1'oombu!): The hon. mem-
American n1oncy foreign 1nonc:;·? ber for Toowoomba referred to misstate-

Mr. BRE::\KAN: It is forc'ign money. ments haYing been made by hon. members 
on this side. He is in the habit of making 

:\[r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Yhv did von take verv wild statements. I do not know whether 
Am:>rican m one:: and refuse B1:itish nioney? he "is at all times responsible. I have &.!.ways 

Mr. BRE:'-JXA:\': Our own countrv \vould been in favour of the municipalisation of the 
not giYe it to us. tmcf we went to· another trams, and I have ah a0 o advocated that. 

Mr. Petrie.] 
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'Yhilc f lwlicvp in the principle involved in 
tho nmendnH•nt. T h(lVC bern scrion,lv con
sldr_,ring 1f a;1y good would he r.f'L'c.tcd if 
Uw an1ondn1ent was carried. 

'The policJ Jli'Oached bv hon. members 
opposit ·bows the bungling by the Govern
ment during- the last two years. 'The condi
tion of th· trams h1s not been improving. 
You cannot expect the company to spend 
n:oun.~ hr'n it h:u this cloud hrtng-ing over 
its head. l:nder the authority \"hich v,rantcd 
the franchi e to the company in the first 
place. tltc Uovcrnmcnt had the power at the 
expiration of such franchise to take over 
the tnms ::wd hand them to the local authori
ties. The matter should have been referred 
to the 1wonlo at the expiration of the fran
chise .. If llw matter is rofNrcd to the JWople. 
that doe. net sav that thcv will vote in 
favour of or aga{n~t tbe ac(;uisition of the 
trams. It will be simply putting- off the evil 
day. Tlv" people arc er· jng out for exten
:;ion, in the various mC'tropolitan areas. and 
·thev want Pxtra accominodation on the 
tr_~m~. \\.,..e kno ho'v the tran1s arc over
r'l'OYr.Tdcd l~O\Y, and we shon]d n~e every 
end~'-vDur to 1nako this publ1o utility more 
useful. 

I call not Sf'L' t.h~1t v~ e h~1l1 gain anything 
b.'-' agTcc~ing to this srncndrncnt and putting 
ofi the evil day till a ]atPl' stage. The longer 
it i, rut off the more will thro people have to 
pay for the tramways. This Bill, if amended 
in come directions, will be a decent Dill, and 
I hope when it becomes law that it wiil not 
bo long- before the local authorities take 
over coi1trol of the tramway service. I know 
that the local authorities 'have lud various 
conference'. and I know that some ~f the 
rerll'e>cntatives consider that the matter 
should be reforrc•l to the people; but the 
timP has anived when the whole matter 
should sdtled without further deJa,,, and 
for that re Json I cJ.nnot sec nT·? \.Yay clea1~ 
to vote in favour of the amendment. 

Mr. FRY (ICur'lpa): 'The hon. member for 
'l'oov. oom ba to id us I hat it was part of the 
municipal Labour platform that they should 
municipalise this utility; and v·hat was the 
renlt of the last vote? 'The result was that 
the Labour candidates wore wiped out. 

l\lr. COLLTXS ; \Y o g-ot four in. 

Mr. FRY: Th<e hon. member is bo >sting 
bec1nsc they g-ot four in. Evidently. he is 
surprised that they did get fDur. If that 
was the pla.tforrn on which the:' went to the 
people. then the people said ver;,, forcibly 
that th' ,. did not want it. 'The hon. member 
for 'Toowoom ba has given us the very 
10:i.rongest re?..,,oru for voting for the amend
ment. I am in favour of the local auth01•i, 
tics taklng O\Tcr the trarns, and. lf tho fJUOS

tion •vcre roferrcd to the people. I would 
advocate tho peovlo voting in favour Df it; 
but at the same time I do not see hmv I 
can conscientiouslY voto in fayour of l.:vith
holding the quHt;on from the people after 
th• v h vo cxprr,sed themselves. according to 
the hon. men! nr for Toowoomba. ag-ainst 
the proposal. At an;' ra to, they should be 
hoard agaln on the subject. 

:\fr .• J. H. C. Il.OEETl.'TS (J'ittsworth) · I 
riRc to support thf~ ctrnondn1Pnt, as I consider 
that th('fL i:"l a. Yerv vital i,, _;ur~ at stake frorn· 
a conntrJ point Of YiQ''v. If y;c want to 
borro\v mon0v under the Local Authorities 
.\et in the ""''nnti'-- districts a noli has to be 
taken in aceordal;CP with that- Ad; and. if 
;,rou arc going to ride rougb,~hod over that 
section and say that no poll is to be taken 

[ 111 r. P etric. 

in Brisbane in connection with the taking 
over of the tram-ways, lt is quite possible 
I hat \VC may ~C'e son1ething of the naturo 
happen that the hon. member for Toowoomba 
tried to do a short time aa-o. ~ot ~o long 
rrg-o that hon. mPmber cabled oYer to America 
end arran9'ec1 fol' a loan of £250,000 for 
Tcmmombo. (Or,position laughtcl'.) ~obocly 

nn:;thing- n bout it. Even the a]derrncn 
nothing- al.Jont the loan. 'Thev had not 

eYcn discussed the matter .,-ith 'the hon. 
memlwr. 7ct he cabled m-er to :\'fr. Randolph 
Bedford to borrow £250.000 c 1 lwhalf of the 
pconle of Too,voo;nba. 

:\ll'. J3RE~XAX; Quite right, 
:.\Ir. C03TELLO : \Vhat was the security? 

:r"' J. H. C. ROBERTS: On the '·'curitv 
of his own bat. (Oppo,ition laugh1'r'r.) 'r 
1 ,111 qn1t1) nndersLar;_d the hon. rncmbcr for 
Too\voon1ba bring nt one with the Pr .... mior 

in his desire not to hayo a poll 
[2.60 p.n1.] of r<!~'r>]Hl~'Crs, ~.ccing that he 

believes that it is ab•olutelv 
tmncceos::n" that the rateno yers should be 
COlL'iderecl.' Yet he gets up here and accuses 
hon .. members on this side of being against 
tlw mturests of the people of Quponolancl. 

l\Ir. J3RE:\XAX: You have been robbing- the 
farmers all v>ur life. You never "orlwd in 
vom· !if<'. ·If vou had tD ,.-ork for vour 
living yon ·would starYe. You blackguard. 

'The CHAIR:\IA:\': Order~ 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS, The principle 
laid do-,nl under the Local \nthorities Act 
was absolnteh "burked" L · the !>on. 
nH·m ber for 'Toowoomba. · 

:\Ir. BREXXAX; You have g:ot more "brato" 
than I ha vc got. you scamp. 

The CHAIRMAi'i , Ordr r ! 

Mr. .J. H. C. ROBERTS: 'The hon. 
rrrember knows that under the Local 'Authori
tic~.; ...:\rt before anv monf~v can be borro\ved 
tlJCre has to be ~- petition of 10 per cent. 
of the elector~ in the whole of the are~t 
interested presented in favom: of it. In the 
event of this amendment being carried, that 
'"ill be the principle on which '"e will act 
in regard to the acquisition of the trams. 

The Premier this morning tried to draw 
a. parallel between his action in regard to 
the tramwavs and the action of the hon. 
member for 'Bulimba, •vhcn lw ,·as a m''mber 
of the Cabinet which brought into existence 
the :3It·~ropoli~an \Vater Suppl~· aud Snwcra;::c 
Bourd v. ithont ftrst t-:king a ,·otc; of C~c (•lv> 
tors. I3t1t I ,,-ant to show t]·· tt the para 1ld is 
not a £2 ir one. VVhat does the hPalth of Bri:3-
banc mean to the southern part of Queens
hnd? If Brisbane iR unhealthy. the export 
products of the Do·v·ns and other districts 
cannot be sent away. bec"'.;sc the port may 
bP declared an infected port. Hon. mcrn· 
hers opposite know Ycry well thnt. while tho 
11la,g-ue r0stridions 'ivere in force, it 'vas 
within the pow0r of any f3<_.,,l ra.ptain, jf any 
Df o1n· exportable prodnrt_, \H1 l'C on the 
"\Yhnrvc~ and h0 believed the ,,','h~r£ rat. 
inf('Sted. to }lrcYcnt that particular stuff 
b0ing pnt on board. Con'< qncntly, c hon. 
Tncrnb0rs opposit(~ know. hen we wer~ 
p~.;:portiJJg' our whr·at \YC l'1d to brinr it 
·r1o~n1 here, and it was not allowPd to touch 
the '"had or be unshipped at Brisbane at 
all. It would not haY!' done to let it go 
straig-ht from the train into the ship's hold 
in case the ca11tain of the ship clcclarcrl that 
it had touched in a rat-infested port and 
refused to take dcli;-ery of it. 



\YhPn the Pn~rnicr dra\YS a parallel a.nd 
',trif-.;; ro nwke political capil-:Ll out of the 
fa{'t th11t a Jll'l'Yious Adntiuistrabon broug.ht 
ill HL._' ::\1\'!ropfJlii-alJ \YatPr Sup;Jly and SL'\Yer-

Bo.tl'd ~\rj ,,·it}out iirst alloh·ing it io go 
thC' pcnplt•. he j.g not giYing us a fair 

dL·aL b(~L'allSP the bvo cases cannot bo con1-
11ft tT<.t The trmnway::- a, re lHH'"ly a rnattcr 
nfl:'f'Nin~ the lo{ 'l area. of Brisbane. rrhcy 
nn• nnt of great irupnrtEJnce to tho 
country and the prosperity of the 
cnnr:tr:,- is not in any \Yay dcpPndent 
upon the 1 rnw \YH~Ys of Brisb:-tne. 130yond 
'""C•rythinr; else il is ncccc,",ary that WO should 
haYe r~nod health in a. city like DrisLanE\ 
and a port at all times free from di·easc. 
Cm_!~cqucntl~v. a-, one of th<.> principal rneans 
of sc<·ing that the health of I3risbane is 
b'pt up, tlw \letropolitan \Yater Supply and 
Se\· ('l'<_lg'C Board "as brol!ght into or)Cration. 

The PrPmiPr also said that harbour boards 
v err• c tn blished by a prcvio11B Adminis
trC~tion '' ithout a vole of the people con.
rernPd Lcing tFl ken. Harbour':. aro of vital 
importanee to the State, and it ]:; a.b .. olutcly 
HCCC's-.arv to have cYer•- facilit·v t-o enable 
th• JH:'Oi,lle to Pxport thc•i1· proci'ticts; conse· 
quc'ntl:·. \\ lwu the Prcrnicr dntws a parallel 
bQtWCL'll thl' tntmway undertaking and 
harbour bo,acls UT the l\I<'tropolitan \Vater 
Snnpl" <1.!.Jd ~C'\'. <-rcg;c J3ou.rd, 1t is Lot a i<1ir 
pai·aiJ,-1. 

I L··_•li»vo it i, the right thing to muni
ciJwlisc~ tll trrnn-:;;. :->. I have no hesitation 
i£1 ;,;aying that if, under the rnunicipali~ation 
principle cDntaincd in the Bill, the I3ris
banc t' .1 lll\Y.t·. ') are rnn under the san1e 
satisfact0n c~nclitions as the Melbourne or 
Ac!ela iclc · om· s ·stew will be satls-
factor_,. people of Brisba:rc· will 
lwnrtlt. I am going to .upport the amend-
rncnt. 

Mr. FEIUUCKS (South JJrislwnc): The 
attitude taken up b · some hon. members 
opposit(~. .o:pr•rjn 11y t~o::;:o representing ronn
tr.' ro11··titne-ncics. 1s somewhat puzzljng. 
The hon. nlt'm b '1' \'."bo has just rcsulned his 
ecat said that lw was going to support the 
ttTrlPnd.rncnt. and ju~t pr'ior to that ho Etated 
that the- trarn;r;1Y serYicc in Brisbane was 
purely a local ri1attcr. If it is purely a 
local mattN, ""hat right has he, as a country 
representatiYe, +o bring the whole of the 
'State Df Queensland into a responsibility 
which does not concern those outside the 
m<>tropalitnn arc~? He repudiated any 
responsi hili ty Dn the part of the country to 
provide transport facilities for the metro
politan area. That is the very thing the 
Dill aims at-to relieve thE' country of any 
responsibility 1vhich does not belong to it. 
If the amendment is carried, t.~1c question of 
a renewal of the eornpany's agreement is out 
o£ the question. I think we may· take that 
a·'' tho unanimous feeling of the Committee. 
I do not think there is anyone here who 
\YOuld giYe thP r_rram\Ya~ ::' Company a 
•·encwal of its fra.nchise under the conditions 
it has !aiel .(lown. If am- lwn. nee m ber 
opposite holcL tl1rct the rene'wal Df the fran
chisP is jn.--.tificc1, , n rnusi n.~k ourselves, 
" \Vou1d there not be in ten years' time a 
rqwtition of wlut has orcurre.d in the last 
five or six rc~1 '· -,·ith the added difficulty 
that the put·('hasing prlce or the con1pensa~ 

· tion to be paid ,,~culcl be intlnite!y more tha"n 
,-:hat IYOu1d ha Ye to b paid no~.Y '?'' I-Ion. 
mon1bers nppo~ito ,vho are snpporting the 
amendment do so with the desire of getting 

·.et renewal of the franchise for the company. 
.:\fr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: ~0-

l\Ir. FERRTCKS: Then, what I flrst stated 
is cmrcct-that nobody advocates a renewal 
of the fr.wchiec lf that is so. what do hon. 
mc-:11bc·1 oppoi'itc sr>ek to ·attain b.} carry
ing this arncndn1cnt '? I under~tand that the 
amendrnellt proYides that tlw Bill shall not 
rom_o into operation \vhile the people in any 
part of the area concenred rcfme to fall 
in 1vith it. 

Hun. \Y. H. BARXES: Xo. 
Mr. FEB.RICKS: That is to sa,·, that 

th<' f<'c•ling throughout the whole of the a.rea 
mmld lHtYe to be un· nimous before the 
tram, cmild be taken OYer. 

Hon. \Y. H. RnxES: Xo. Th2 anY:ndment 
doh not impl: that. 

'lr. FERRICKS: Tho nmcnclment implies 
tht' agreement of the lH'opJc cf the arc(t to 
be soncd b.' the tram>vay. 

Han. IY. H. RIRxr:s: By a majorit:'. 
"vir. FERlUl'KS: Any part of the area. 
IIm. \Y. H. BARXLS: Ko. 
~ Ir. FETilUCKS: If this anvndnwnt >Yf'l'~ 

C'arried c1nd then 1hv rcfcrcnclurn \YC're dr>~ 
f('atc'd. what \You~d be- tl11 po•i:~on then? 
The Gc\~crnrncnt cf the State \vould haYe> to 
ruu thL) tran1s uud h:d\:,' anv r~-k. The 
lllr>n1hcrs of the Countr: nart1.·.' who are f-un
rwr'ing 11ti .... a':1C'JH.IUHil'L LarP 'in ~he po:;:iti~n 
of buyiEg into a. responsibility) a, it \Ycrc. 
t"hich d H'.:-\ llrJt belong to tb rountry, but 
'":h:ch to the- itv o~ Bri,, L 1ne, so 
t LLTC' j;., to lJC' gained b: ('arrying the 
ainenc1mPnt. 

~Jr. \~OWLE~: L\re there not C01HliTv 
nlhllb,·;.'i3 on ~~'1ur side ~upporLng thi~. Bili ·: ~ 

·Mr. FEJUUCKS: Ye,, they arc supporting 
jt iil th' intPrf'·ts of Queensland. 

~\Ir. Vo~YLES: \Ye arc ~upporting this 
aJ.11enclm~_ni- on prjncip1P. 

?-1•· FERIUC'KS: The countrv member:; on 
the G~:VCJ'JHncllt <,}de cf the J-IOusc sav that 
thP l'l':::pm1sibilit~y for proYi·ding tra.nsport 
faciliti~·;:; in the 111etropolitan art'D belong~ to 
th of thP llH'trupolif,ln area. I-iorl. 

t".tk0' up th·2 a7t.itudc of 
aniC'JH1n!ent, nnd thu·;-; Hwy 
n re~ c1L":~r~):l" of ~ba.ring thr.t 

The gmwth of Bri"hane will 
in In-- opinion, to a far greater 

extent ill the' future. QuceHsland is on th8 
C'\~0 of huge deYe-lop1nent E"'"~ceeding in pro
gre" an;v;hing t.hat has occurred during +he 
last thirty Dl' forty yea.rs; and any progr~ss 
th<lt <ls rnaclc in thP country n1nst sho1Y Its 
reflex in the citv. I consider that the tram
wavs \rill be as big a reyc?nuc~producing C'on
cer'n for tbe local anthoritiP~ a' thc'y hn.ve 
hc('n undPr the jurisdiction of the con1par:y. 
I do not want the trannYav:> tn turn out lr_l~.' 
profits. like the Trarnwa~_., ( 1on1pany has Inndc 
for a nnrnbt-r o: years. If thC' ro-t.urnJ crc-
:'-O o·r)::1cl. thPn the 'nPoplc Ydlo nrc- the 
trn;~1::. should f.tC'-t " bencft·'-9 ~r :!.:!-,_ 

a r0rlnction of f:r '~ or sections. The 
im of tt loe'l] authorities ~hould not br to 

1 Plk'' hut1,'P prof'~t:". If there bP an.v ri k-
l'<'hirh I do not admit--then the ratr•able lnnd 
"\Yithi!~ the area wlll be ca11(;d nnon. if rH'cr'~
:,tl'".T· to e,·na1'~1I~c('C that risk. ~\i\~hy shon1d \\-(, 
no-::- , that ri;.:k? :E\-crv·""dH.'r~ th(• 
iran. a great lncrCast.: in. thP 
,-aluc tlu~ lanJ. ThPr'·forc \Ye arP :.::nn+lr-d 
to rr-tnrn a littlt• of that, if nece·'Wry. Bnt 
it will nor be _·:.;sar l. If th0rc i~ a 
the Trust IYi:l pov -:.'r to carrY it 
from year to y ar u ~11 "'lrh iinw 2~s ',~--,~· 

11ntll an incn•ns·' 1n 
nf'rl ~sr Son10 reference ha;;:. 

lli 1'. Fsrric!.;s.i 
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been made to the need for extensions, but the 
hDn. members who claim tlutt that involv<•s 
greater expenditure forget that it \vill be a 
means of obtaining greater r:YoEnc. If the 
trams arc £'xtcnd('d into nc\Y areas, the 
revenue will consequently be greater. so thoi r 
arg·umcnts in that direction will not hold 
water. If this qnE;,tion were submittPd t0 a 
referendum, vve know how pl!blic feeling can 
be worked up against it bY those whos.o 
interests \Y<mk! be seryed if the jWopo<d 
were turned down. The Premier pointPd out 
in his calm. cool, and collected statement
he was not heated, as the hon. membPr for 
Bulimha tried to make out-that it would b? 
nobody's business to advocate the carrying of 
the referendum. There would bo little interest 
in it so far as the apathPtic majoritv arc 
concerned. But there would be an ~ctivo 
minority, and tho1· would sec that every 
aYailablc vote was' recorded in support ,;r 
tlwir view. The n'sult would perhaps be that 
not more than 50 per cent. of the people 
would record their yotes. \Ye know that the 
people living about I-Iamilton and Too\Yong 
,do not use the trams to the .;,all1C' cxtr'nt as 
the residents of other suburb,. Thcv have 
their motor-cars and vehicles of ~·arious 
desrriptions. There are also train services 
to Toowong and Ascot, and there are than
sands of people who use the railwavs who do 
not use the trams at all. It would be a 
simple matter for the pcOJ1le YitalJ,· con
cerned in opposition to this pronosal 'to put 
before the users of tbe railwav the argument 
that it does not concern tberr! \vho runs the 
trams-whether they are run b,v a compan,·, 
by the Government, or by an Asiotic s>ndi
cate. They woul·d he told that it wa·s no 
concern of theirs. because the•.· c·ither use the 
rail"ays or their own yehiclcs. The motor 
user ancl vehicle user would r:ot be concerned 
about overcrowde-d trams or anv inefficient 
tram service. It would, thercfm:e, not b,. a 
proper reflex of the opinion of th people for 
the simple reason that the people o.s a {nan 
would not be sufficiently alive to the danger 
of allo" ing a repetition of company control 
of the sen·ice. Therefore, there is nothing to 
be sened by the amendment. I cannot recon
cile th · attitude of members representing 
country districts. They say that the tramwac d 

are the concern of the Brisbane people, and 
yet at the same time they are going to sup· 
port this amendment. I hope that they \\·ill 
be able to reconciie that attitude when they 
go before the people in the country. 

Mr. WARRE·::--1 (!.Iurrumba): I cannot 
allow the remarks of the hon. member for 
South Brisbane to pa's without correction. 
It seems to me that tbc p:•ople of Brisbane 
would certainlv care if an A;:;iatic svndicatc 
\~'Pre running t11e tr::tnnva:_vs. That is an abso~ 
lute slancler on the people Df Brisban<. I 
do not think the bon. gentleman could haYe 
meant what he said. At any rate. the people 
of Brisbane are not that class of people. 
There i~ a prin{ iple at st.ake in the amcncl
nlent, but hon. gcntlemc11 oppo~itE..' Do not 
understand the difference b.'tween principle 
and a lm, in0ss transaction. ThP·v do not 
undcrs1-nlH1 that \VC arc :;:.tancllng ~up for a 
principle on this side>. \Ybil" \H' may lack 
Yision, accordiug to hon. n1crnbcr~ oppo_jtc, 
I am going to vote for the arn('ndn1cnt. b> 

if \Ye arc going to put a bm·den npon 
people, \Ye f>hould let tlH'll1 scty v.-hct~~:T 

they are agrecabic to that hurcl 'n bring put 
upon them or not. I ron icler thr local 
authorities arp the proper people to run thP 
tram'. I stand for that e\·cry time. The• 

[Jlr. Fern:cks. 

people, how-ever, can be trusted to decide 
that for thernselYes. I do not thmk the 
people will shirk their responsibility. The 
people of Brisbane believe in the white race, 
ttnd they ar·e prepared to take their share of 
the responsibility. The GoYernment do not 
trust the people. They do not want to put 
thPir principles into operation, and th£y stand 
self-condemned. The people in Brisbane a1 · 
the same as the people in the rest of the 
Stat<• ancl if the matter is put before them 
prop;rlv 'thcv will support this measure. 
The Go~ernm"cnt, in violating one of their 
principles, are going to clo harm to 
Queensland. 

"\.t 2.48 p.m., 
Mr. PoLLOCK (Grrgory), one of the panel of 

'Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman. 
in the chair. 

Qucstion-Th~tt the proposed new clause 
(Jf'l·. W. H. Barnes) be ins~rted to. follow 
clause 2-put; and the Comm1ttee dividcd:-

In division, 
The PRE::VliER: I declare that, in· 

addition to voting in my own right, I vote 
for the " Noes·' as proxy for :Mr .. 
:i\IcCormack. 

AYES, 22. 
Mr. Appel )fr .. Tones, .T. 

Barnes, G. P. Logan 
,. Barncs, \V. H. l\1axwell 
, Bebbington Moore 
, Brand :\ott 
, Cattermull Rolwrts, .T. H. C~ 
, Clayton , Roberts, T. R. 
, Corser ;;.,\,~a Yne 
, Costcllo Yow'Irs 

Edwards 'Yalkcr 
Fry ., \Varrrn 

Tellers: Mr. Logan and ii'Ir. J. H. C. Robcrts .. 

Mr. Brn·bcr 
Brennan 
Bulcock 

, Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coy ne 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Forde 
Giiday 
Gledson 
Hartley 
Huxham 
Kerr 

NoEs, 35. 
Kirwan 
J.and 
Lareoml)P 
"McCormack 
I'avne 

" Pease 
Pr-trie 
I{iordan 
Bizrr 
Rmith 

,, Rtopford 
Tavlor 
Theodorc 
"\Veir 

, W r llingtoru 
Wilson 

, ,,~instanley 

{Proxy)o 

Tellers: Mr. Brennan and :Yir. Foley. 

PAIR. 

Aye-1Ir. Macgregor. No-Mr. Gilclay. 

Resoh·od in the negative. 

Mr. KING (Logan) : I had some amend
ments to mm·e on tho definition of " Tram
\' av " but I understand that the Premier is 
gniu'g to propose .an amendment w~ich '':ill 
ob·. iatc i he necessity of my proc-edmg with 
i·hem. :'-JoYerthclcss, I desire to make a few 
obs<'n·ation'•. My object in circulating the 
nrncndn1ents v.-as' to avoid cxp0nsiyc litiga
tion ancl protect anv rights which the particc 
n1av hav0. I am" very p]pascd jndecd to 
know thnt the Premier has recognised that 
that is r~c.:irn blc, and js going to concerle 
1ho~e right~, whatever tbt_'." rnay be .. T~e 
Brisbane Tram" a YS \.et of 1913. wluch IS 

rdcrrccl to in tl1o definition, \Ya .i passed 
dnriJHJ,' the tcrn1 of the De"!_1han1-Barnc~ 
Govcrnrnent, a.s it js comn1011l_,. called, of 
which the hon. men,ber for Bulimba wa·· 
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Treasurer and sometimes Acting Pron1ier. I 
think he was Acting Premier just after that 
Bill was under consideration. Certain rights 
were given to the company, and it is ,,-ith 

·those rights that the amendment of the Pre
mier vitallv deals. The circumstances at the 
time were 'peculiar. Many suburbs were cry
ing out for tratnv1 ay extensions, and certain 
'Orders in Councii were submitted to tho 
Government by the company in such a form 
that, if ,.hey had been granted, the company 
would haYe had an interminable franchise. 
As there is a certain men1hPr of th0 Opposition 
\Yho had in the past perhaps incurred a little 
'Odium~who. at an~v rate, is frequently 
•charged 'vith not looking after the interest~, of 
the people, I refer to the hon. mPnber for 
Oxley-I want to point out that thooo Orders 
in Council were refused bv a Government of 
which the present member-for Bulimba was a 
leading membe1·. He got into very great 
disrepute and disfa,·our because of the stand 
he took on that occasion, but he was actuated 
bv the one motive of protecting the interests 
of the people, and. if he had not adopted 
that attitude, the Tramwac,; Company would 
1Jerhaps have had an almost interminable 

franchi"e. The attitude which he 
[3 p.m.] took up was a very unpopular on?, 

and estranged some of his warmest 
·supporters. The Act of 1913 as an Act 
which validated an agreement by which the 
·Tramways Company gave up certain rights 
in consideration of the fact that they would 
be safeguarded in regard to the taking over 

.of the system as a whole. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The hon. member will not be in order in 
making a speech of that kind on what is 
purely an interpretation clauso. 

Mr. KIXG: The Brisbane Tramways Act 
.o: 1913 is affected by this intNpretation 
dause. T'he clause as it stands tends to 
deprive the company of the rights which 
were given to it under that Act, and I desire 
to preserve those rights. The Premier 
is going to am<'nd the interpretation in 
a manner which, I think, will be acceptable 
to the gC'neral body of the community. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chil/agoc): The Government have no desire 
to interfere in any way with the existing 
righb. of the Brisbane Tramways Company. 
vVhatever rights it has under existing statutes 
the Government arc quite willing to pre;erve 
to the con1pany. The company, in suggesting 
alteratiollB to the Bill in consultation with 
the Solicitor-General, proposed an alteration 
in this definition 'and certain other altera
tions in the Bill, which, it said, were 
designed to protect its rights. The Solicitor
General thought that some of the amend
ments originally drafted more than protected 
its rights and might, to some extent, inter
fere with the rights of the Government or 
of the public authorit: which would take 
over the tramway; and it has been agreed 
that this definition should be amended by 
inserting a few words towards the end cf 
the definition. I, therefore, move the inser
tion, aftPr the \Vord "those," on line 33, of 
the words-

•• ' if any, validated by, and those ' " 

·The sentence will then read-
" The term ' tramway' also includes 

all duly authorised extensions and 
additions, including those. if any, yali
dated by, and those made under, the 
Brisbane Tramways Act of 1913." 

That has been accepted by the Solicitor
General and the legal representative of the 
company as preserving the rights of every
body concerned in the matter. 

::Ylr. VOWLES (lJalby): On eyery occasion 
>vhen matters affecting the tramwavs came 
before this Chamber we have had· trouble 
with the definition clause. It \vas proposed 
to move an amendment to the clause as 
originally drafted, but, as the company has 
agreed to what has been moved by the 
Premier, there is no necessity for us to do 
anything further. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 3, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 4-" RczJeal; Construction of Act" 

-put and passed. 

Clause 5-" Brisbane Tramway Trust"
;\<lr. KERH (Bnoggera) : I beg to move the 

omission, on line 8, page 3, of the word 
" eight," with a view to inserting the word 
" three." This clause deals with the number 
o£ me~:n~ers of the Trust. The company has 
an effic1ent manager and an efficient staff· 
yet it is proposed to have an overriding body 
of control consisting of as many as eight 
members. I know that in Adelaide the T'rust 
consists of eight members, but that should 
not be a p-uiding factor with us. \Ve have 
had experience of various boards and 
believe that three members would e~ercisc 
more efficient control than eight. Glancing 
through the Bill, we find that the functions 
of the Trust are not defined. We know that 
~he Trust will be apl1ointed to act in the 
mtorests of the people; yet the Government 
maintain a policy of control by an Advisory 
Board. Clause 31 merely defines the general 
authority of the Trust, and clause 35 sets out 
its g·eneral powers. In no other instance 
have the functions of the Trust been defined. 
A Trust consisting of eight members would 
prove cumbersome and unwieldy. It would 
also create a spirit of parochialism. There 
will be more dissatisfaction, and a greater 
ntunber of contenlious n1attors lvill arjse in 
connection with districts which are not repre
sented. The representative of a particular 
district would ad'.-ocate the claims of his 
particular area. If we had a Trust consist
ing of three members, such considerations 
would not enter into its deliberations; there 
would be less interference and a greater 
determination to carry on succc,sfully the 
work of the Trmt. Millions of poundJ of 
public money are handled by the Repatria
tion Department, yet the Repatriation Board, 
1Yhich deals '' ith the whole of Australia, con
sists of only thrc0 members, and in each 
State there is a Board, comp·oscd of three 
members. \Ye can imagine what would 
l appen in connection with the Common
\H'alth Bank if its operations were directed 
b:: a Trust consisting of eight rnemhers. It 
would lead to chao<. Having one GoYernor. 
it is giving great satisfaction. ·what 'Ort of 
nndertaking woulrl we have if there wore 
oigbt Rnilvta.y Commissioner,,? In various 
States there are three Commissioners. It 
can be imagined what difficulty and chaos 
would ensue if the Government departments 
were placed under Trusts of eight members. 
Another inst 111co of where three members 
haye been appointed is in connection with 
the Main Roads Board. Mv constituents 
would be perfectly satisfied if the number of 
representatives on this Trust were reduce<! 
to three. It would save the spending of 
extra money in fees, and better results would 

lJi1·. Kerr.] 
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f\Ccruc. The Queensland Trusteos, \Vhich had 
to the credit of its various funds at 30th 
J uno, 1920, £4,770.000, is directed by a 
clwinnan, a vice-chairn1an, and four din~c
tors. rThe Quccnsianci I\ntional Bank has a 
chairman and four dirccto,·s. The ~ational 
Ba.nk of Australasia has a chairnu1n, a vicc
c: airman, and fou" directors. i\Iany argun1ents 
can b.::. .advan('cd in favour of this i·cdudion 
frmn eight to three. 1'hc rcpresentativct3 of 
tho people on i>ho local authorities desire that 
this body should ronsi"t of thret• 1nen1bc~·:.:. 
I think that most people would !Jc "·atisfied, 
thu representation would be equaL there 
''oulcl be the san1.c power, greater laicie1· . .,c, 
less cost to the de11artn1Pnt, and greater 
dcten11ination to nlako the concC>rll 11 1y. 

:\~i·. TAYLOR (Jri, dsor): I de>irP to "'P
port the amendment. I ccrtainh- think that 
the argunwnts that haYe been ;-rat foriYnrd 
ju:-tify the aincn(hnent, and {he Prt' m!cr 
would do t~ll to take thl'l11 into con~irlera~ 
tion. Th~ prL-~cnt T::.·annvay Compan:.-- has 
been efficiently conduct•_,d praeticallv by ono 
I11an. I am a great bolievcr in g:ving a good 
ll"lll full controL 

-:\Ir. \\-lLSOc; : There were nlco a number of 
dircctoes. 

Mr. TAYLOR: They had practicall;c noth
illg to do ·with thE~ policy that tho 1nanager car
ri('d out here. \Vhat i6 our experience gene
rally with boards of six and eight'? I criti
cise, not the personnel, but the board itself. 
I refer to the Metropolitan Water Supply and 
~:~\Yeragc Board. I h:lYl' a:v:ay::; argued tha:· 
lf y,-c had had thrcn euginl'r•r;;:. on that boar(l 
we would haYe lwd more efficient work than 
has bePn the ca'c under th, [Jrc-cnt board. 
It is clearlv and conclusively Gl1o\Yl1, -...vhen 
\VC' ronsiclcf the Conllnonwc~-tlth Bank and. 
various banking instltutionf, that so long as 
you get one, t\YO, or three efiicicnt rncn. that 
is really all th<~t is nccz:~~~nrv to C'llTY cm a 
large a(·tivit:c·. The initial ,,:ork, forn;ations, 
and construction of rouh's have to a verv 
great extent bPerl rlerrrl.v dcflnt ,J h:v the con~
pany. It is not as though we ,,-0re starting 
froru !3-::rateh as an absolutely new colll]iany 
which had to consb·nct the whole of the Ene' 
throughout the n1etropolitan nrr-1. =.\o-..v, it 
is sin1ply a que,,tion of the direction in wh:r.h 
these existing lines shall be extended. All 
tlw other matters will prob 'bly not be altered 
to a very gn"~t extent. . I do not see- anv 
necessity ,,t all for Laving such an umYieldy 
!:oa.rd. You will ha Ye to take your 
in the selection of' the best men· po,-.ible 
the Trust. The Gov0rnment haye the right to 
Llpnoint two mPrnbrrs. I think the Prcn1icr 
d1~ulrl accept the amendment, because it \vill 
lw in the n'ry bt"t. interests of e!Hcient ond 
econolnical n1'ana gen tent. 

At 3.15 p.m., 
Tho CH.\IR~L\X rcsurned the chair. 

The PREcdTF:E (Hon. E. G. Tlwodore. 
('hi,'lrt(JO!): The hon. member for \Yindsor 
PYlliPntlv U~f:-Uflll'S that the creation of fL 

Trust nCccssitates a change in the cxi6ting 
rnau,lg·en1ent of the tr[uns. IIe 1--ase~ his 
r~l!nt..:'nt on that. 1-Ie a:::~l!D:H'" thnt b-- the• 

np'}Jo~ni"n1c11t Df a Tru~t drn:-tic altc::.·ations 
w[il lw marlc in the actnal numagemcnt of 
tho tnunwa"· 1'-n--illC~~- That doe:_; nDt nee s
earilY follo,~~. I do not know that there is 
an~v 'need for an:-;.· change in the n1anagcmcnt 
\Yhateyer. If the Trnet, \Yhen it is consti
tnterl, decid0s that the management is efll
<"'icnt, th0n thoro -~,·ill be no need for Dll7 

chanv,e. All this Bill does is to set np a 
[J!r. Kerr. 

Trust, not to replace the . existing manage
ment. hut to correspond w1th th" position of 
the board of directors, which will disappear. 
I can unclcr6ta nd the arg·ument of the hon. 
rncnl'of'r for Enoggera if he rnrans that a. 
smaller Trust shall occupy the relative posi
tion of this Trust, and that >Ye shall haye an, 
expert board occup:-ing that relative position. 
The am0ndnH~nt does not nccolnplish tbat 
unles~ it is followed by a ~eriPs of con~equcn
tial amcndmente. All it. does is to reduce the 
numlJer of members from eight to three, still 
maintaining the character of the Trust. That 
is the principle underlying this anH'nchn •nt. 
The Governtdent han~ con1n1itrcd then1::;olves 
to thi-; ..;-y·0 :c•m c f F'lpervisiou of authority uud 
control of the h·arns. 

Mr. KEnR: It is really a l]ncstion of 
numbers. 

The PRE?.IIER: If it is rPally a Qnestion 
of nurnbPl~. and not a question Df · 0tting up 
a con1n1is~ion of expertb, the alllcndn1ent is 
unwise ftnd crmnot be defended, for the
rea:-on that it is a representative board, and 
you cannot have real representation if you 
arc goi11~ to cDnfino it to two or three rnern
bcr~. You cannot give proner rcpre:;:;entation 
1vith that nutnbcr. There Is a large number 
of local authorities concerned. and some of 
them 1-,\-Till not have an- l'C'lH'P<;;Pntation 
e"'c.'pt a;;:. a group. That is the dis
abilit . I admit that it 1s a dis>tbilitv 
to have to group a ccrtftin nutnhPr o~f 
loc-, 1 tnitboritie·:. to .;;:hn.rc rPnre~cnt1tion 
throncl1 one me1nber. You could only over
conlc ~that diffieult.v by ha Ying {Jl1(' rc~prc:3en
t 1tln' fer t'ilf'!-1 local authori1-.-. ,yhirh ~Yould 
make the Trust. too cumbersouw. It is onl.v 
a qu< stion of striking a happy· medium, and 
the Governntent have determined upon this 
num!Jer. The board would l1e too small if 
there were less than eight, ancl to haYe more 
than that number wol;ld be to make it too 
umvieldv. The Denh[Lln Administration in 
1914, in' drafting their proposal for future 
control of the trams by the local authorities, 
1nnde · proYision for a sin1llar board ,as \Ve 
ba,-e tn·ovided for hercc, only that Aclmin
i~tration prDvide,d for seYen Ine1nber~, one
of "rhorn ,vas to bo a Governn1cnt rcprcsenta
tiYe, and six were to be local authority repre
~C'ntatiYes. vvhereas \ve propose to have hvo 
GoYcrnmc"nt representatives and six local 
authoritv repr0'>Cntativcs. The board pro
posPd bv the Act of 1913 p;aye the same power 
anrl the' same kind of n!em!'J:cr;hip. I think 
that the existing numbers are preferable to 
a smaller representation, which would not be 
satisfartorc-. because two of the large muni
cipalities 'would monopolise the representa
tion. If the number ,,·a-. reduced to three, 
t"-o of the repreeentatives \vould come from 
the large municipalities. 

JI.!Ir. KERR: Compromise and make it four. 

The PRE:\llER: No. To make it anv lt·S 
than the number pre·scribed would add dis
abilities to the local authorities. If you had 
four members. it is certain that the City 
Council would have two anc1 the South Bris
hanc Citv Council would ha Ye one; their
interest·· llre so Dutstanding~ 

:vir. KERR: According to population 9 

ThE> PREMIER: In accordance with the 
liabilities they earn·. You haYe to lake that 
into account.·- You 'have to take into account 
their rating nower. 11ost of the representa
tion under tho6o circumstnnces \You1d corr1e
from the citv areas. I think the hon. mem
ber for Fortitude Valley said that over 40 
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lJC:r cent. of the ratcablo yalue iA centred in 
the city. n yyould be far better to allow the 
number to remain as it stands in the Bill. 

Mr. VOvYLES (Dalby): When speaking on 
the seconcl reading I pointed out that I coulcl 
not ~f~e n1urh advantage in having a Trust 
at all-that I could not see .,-hat its real 
functions \Yere going to be. The Pren1icr 
DO'' sa:.' that the Trust will take the place 
of th0 TrannYay Comvany's Loard of 
dir0c!ore. 

The PmmiEH : They will ·determine the 
general poliry. 

2'\!r. VOWLES: \Yill they be able to 
initiat6 it? 

The rRE1fiER: They will formulate the 
'· General Schen1c." ~ 

::\Ir. VOvYLER : And then it goes to an 
Ach-i,ory Bo' rd of experts? 

The PRE1IIER: Is there anv difference 
between the Trust ancl the l\Ietropolitan 
\Ya ter Supply and Sewerage Board as at 
present constituted? 

:!>fr. YO\YLES. ::'\o. The :Vletropolitan 
\Yatcr and Sewerage Board is cu1nberson1e. 
because it has eight men to do the job "·hen 
three >'·ould be Slltfieient. The functions of 
the Trust will be practically nominal. It 
h8 ~ .uterely to initiate a " general scheme" 
,;·hich will be finalised bv the Governor in 
Council. Further on, 'the" Bill provides that 
the Tru8t shaH haY"·, a nu1nber of power·_,, but 
are eight. men \vanted to do these things? 
There will be a general manager to look 
after the internal matters of the business. 

:\Ir. IVJLsox : It would not be a success 
othcr\vise. 

Mr. VO\YLES : Of course it would not, 
~nd I sincc"rely trust there will be no change 
m that respect. To my mind, the functions 
of the Trust will be merely nomin;d. It YYill 
have power to open, break up, and alter 
the position of sc\v~rs, drains, tunnels, etc., 
ancl also power to extend the svstem. That 
is the most . importftnt function.' It appears 
to rne that the Jifficultv the Prcn1icr lHlh in 
drawing HJ.l this schen1e is to gi>e proper 
I'C')lre·entatwn to the various local authori
ties, and, in order to overcome that difficultv 
he has made groups of local authoritfcS. 
After all is said and done, if that portion 
of the sdw:n.c hr,s been accepted by the 
local authontH:'s and they are responsible to 
the ratepayers. ·we. as countrv 1ncrnbers, 
should not object. Of course, >vc han• b~en 
told that this is a citY matter and that 
country membcrc should ·have nothino- to saY 
on it. o V 

HoN. W. H. DARXES (Hulimba): The 
bon. n1cmlwr Y ho hn.s just rc::.un1Pd his seat 
js quite right in n1aking rcferc:nce to ·what 
has b~c'n said about this House being 
divided into sections. It is against the 
i!ltenAs of the countr;- that that· should be 
so. \Ye are all hero· to do the very be,t 
Y\ e can for the State as a whole, and I 
"· onld not hesitate at an:v time to express 
rn:vsclf Yer·,T freely concerning 1natters n, ]onO" 
Yray outside the city of Brisbane or suburb;, 
hccam'' I realise that my dut-- is to the 
State. If a Yote is taken ori thi .. amendment. 
I shall ccrtainlv have to Yote >vith the 
Governrnent, as· I think a Trust of eight 
member, \\·ill lw very much more satisfactory 
than ono of three 1110rr1bers. So1no of us 
know how the local authorities in the subur
ban arc''" feel on this rnattf'r. The,· say 
that the cities of Bri,bane and South Bdsbano 
have too much control, and I suppose, if you 

g-et elm' n to what the local authorities would 
like, vou \1·ill find that thev would like 
Pa<'h J:iYision included in the 'trunnvaY area 
~o h~ YO ~o:L·J rer:re.:iontation. I arn not argu
"'b' m fcHour o! thut, as I beliP1·e it, would 
bo mw. ielcly, 2nd, that being so, the next 
but thing i'< to follow the plan which the 
J>remH Y ~ays ''.'/1S adopted previously by 
nnot~1er ..:\Jrninis!ration, and that. is to give, 
n.; far ~.-: pohH_de, rc~pn~scntabon to the 
\·aeiou district,. It may not be a perfect 
' 'Aent, as so LnlCh depends upon tho class 
o~ n1an rct.nrnc.1 to do the 1vork. The king-
pln of th0 busines·~ is, vnlo js to bo 
thC' 111ana-.~cr t!1e concern? The p,ecn~t of 
~ucc_c ,s IY111 Je1Jcmd upon the general n1anage1~ 
hav1n': nh rAnte povror, and Lcing prn.ctic.dly 
nntmrmdc!led to proceed almw the lines 
,,-hich, in his judgment, are in the best 
Ir,tcn•sts of the tramwavs and in the best 
int Gf th(' Jocal aUthorities. 1\lv con~ 
viction that, if tvvo rr.cn OL' tiftcel1 men 
haYC all opportunity of putting a fin~;cr into 
1he l_.lc, you aro never going to g:-et very 
n~uch succc~o.:. lf you have a ~-~·ood n1an, give 
han ccn1plPto control; and, if you havo not 
gut a good rnan, get r:id of him as ~oon as 
JH'"iblo \\'hell the local authorities take 
nY:·1· the :nanagcn1m1t of this concern, cvery
tlung IYill dcpf'nd on t.he nutnagcmont. 
\Yhatover our views may bo about the Tlris
banc rrrarn·~ ays Cornpan>-, \\8 l11Ust adn1it 
tl::at thP hu~lnc~s ha~ bf'cn \veil nHlnagod~ 
It llll' ,[ not be forgotten that there must be 
a largo c llcnditurc of monev in addition tn 
tl;c amount p~id to the comr~any in the way 
01 con1pcns~tt1on. bec:tu,,_c the citv of Dris~ 
ban0. a_nd :::ub~u1h~ will continue- to grow, 
a ncl 1 t 1s c _.sPn1 ~a1 that we should get the very 
Le ·t rnan as nl<:'~na::;er and the very Lest eight 
mr~ll or ?oven rncn that it is possible to get 
a·; mPmbers of tho Trust. 

. Mr. SIZER (Xundah): I support the prin
ciple of a Hmdlcr Trust. \Vhilo there may 
Le a good argun1ent ID favour of the arnend
~llf ,t_t. the .Pl·t>1nler does not appear to be 
lllchncd to accept it. If a Board of eight 
1J not cumbersome, it is cert."inly over
loadc•d, and a smaller number conld do the 
' ork. J sug[;e-:t th.-t the Government should 
~livicL the whole of the metropolitan areas 
Into four \Yards, each 1vit.h ono reprcscnta
t~,~e, and have one C overnment represcnta
tn e. making a total of fi1·c. That would 
cwNcome tho diffrcult_:-; it would be an easier 
Board to manage, and vvouJd be n1ore cff!c-icnt 
than a Board of eight. The Premier savs 
there arP S€'\"cntenn or t'-c enty local authm:i
ties inYolved, and, if that is V so. three Inem
bors of the Trust will be just as good to 
!hem as though ~h~'re wore eight, especially 
If the' arc~ was dinded into four wards. 

Th0 PRF.~IIEE: You could not do that 
because the city of Dri··bane must httve two 
representati,-es to gPt its fair proportion 
according to the rateable value. . 

lvlr. SIZER: I rlo not know that t'' 
reprc,-cntation should be on the rateable 
valno. The cit7 of Brisbane is probably the 
~nost dcn::lopEd. area. rtnd the oxpcnditurP 
1n connection \nth t.l·am\vay c"--.tcn-::ionE< in tho 
futnro is not .going to ~c so great in tho city 
as It Will be Jll the outside area,·. That being 
so, I sincerely hope we shall b~ able to 
amend the cl a u:-c which provide, for j~~suing .. 
precrpts Dn the different local authorltic:~ 
in the event of any loss. That is n good 

argLtmcnt whY we should not 
[3.30 p.m.] consider the · ndnation o£ city 

property as bemg the basis of 
representation on the trust, but should adopt 

Jlr, Hiza.] 
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a population basis. That is a reasonable 
thing, if the Government accept the principle 
we arc going to advocate later on in connec
tion with precepts. We are opposed to the 
issue of precepts to cover any deficit, and 
think that the deficit should be borne by the 
people who use the trams in the way of 
mcrcased fares. If the Government accept 
that view, it is a sound argument why the 
constitution of the Board should be on a 
popuhttion basis. I am inclined to think 
that we are right in arguing that a smaller 
Tru,t should be constituted 'Hlll elected by 
four equal divi.;ions, with one Government 
nominee. A Board of that size would be 
a. effective as a Tru .. t of eight members. 
v.hich would be cumbersome, and would 
draw more fees than are justified. I would 
ask the Premier to consider the suggestion, 
as it vsill_ prepare the way for dealing with 
the questiOn of precepts later on. 

Amendment (llfr. Kerr) put and negatived. 

Tho PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C hillagot}: I n1ove the on1ission, o:1 linos 
11 and 12 in subclause (4), of the words "one 
month," with a view to inserting the words 
" two months." rrhis will enable an altera
tion to be made in the schedul8. The 
amendmcmt is regarded by thr, local authori
ties as being desirable. 

_\mendment agreed to. 

Clause 5, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 6-" Brisbane Tramzcay Trust-Ga-
vr rnment me11~bers"-

Mr. KERR (Enoqgera) : lb will bo seen 
by the amendments whiel1 have been cir
culated, I intended to move that the Govern
ment be represented by one person instead 
oi two on the Trust; but, as there arc now 
t > be eight members, I have no desire to 
make anY alteration in that direction, I 
will now deal with the next amendment 
which has been circulated. I move the 
ornisoion, on lines 20 to 24, of the following 
words-

" and shall appoint one of such per
sons to be the chairman thereof; and 
upon the office of any such member or 
chairman becoming vacant the Governor 
in Council may appoint a person in his 
place for the remainder of the term oE 
his predecessor in office"-

with a view to inserting the words-

" who shall not be c.hairman thereof." 
1\1:;· object in moving this amendment is to 
de the right thing as fnr as postiiblc. It is 
freely acknowledged that the only reason 
for the Government being represented on 
the trust is a financial one. Imm0diately 
the financial arrangement with the Govern
nl8nt cc'tses, the Govcrnrnont no1ninces will 
be removed from the trud. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KERR; I find that there is provision 
made in the second ,c]wdule for book~ of 
account to be kept, for the Auditor-General 
to mnJ{e rules witb regard to nudite, and for 
uuditors to be appointed with local authority 
certific:J.tco. Tho auditors must report to the 
Auditor-General, and the Treasurer retains 
po1ycr to order a sreciaJ report at any 
special time. If that is eo, what is the 
object of the Government having a repre
sentative in control of the Trust? He directs. 
in a sense, the deliberations of the Trust. 

[J1r. Sizer. 

He has a great and overriding power at 
different times as to whether motions shall 
oc· shall not be brought up. 

The PREmER: You do not think that ho 
would be acting under the direction of the 
Govornrncnt ? 

Mr. KERR: I do not suggest that he 
would act under the direction of the Go
vernment but I do not know why the Trust 
should n~t be allowed to appoint its own 
chairman in the ordinary way. I think 
that is a reasonable thing to ask. If my 
amendment is carried, it \V;ill give the Trust 
freedom to appoint its own chairman. 
'When the members appointed to the Trust 
meet in conference they should be able to 
appoint their own chairman, and have power 
to remove him if necessary. 'There has been 
a proposal mooted to appoint ~ profe,sional 
man as chairman. The pos1 tron carries a 
hig·hcr salary than that paid to the o~her 
members of the Trust, and >t looks as If a 
position were being created for s_omcone. I 
do not wish to infer that lha,t Is so; but, 
if the infmcncc is there, the Premier can 
remove it by accepting the amef.ldmont. I 
think that one of the representatives of the 
Governrnent-\Yho have no po\ver in regard 
to the policY of the Trust but are thnre to 
watch the financial interucts of the Govern
ment-should be an officer in the public 
sorvice such as the Under Secretary to the 
rl;'reg,su~y, \vho is \VCll versed in finance. 
I do not think that the Trust should be put 
to the expense of appointing a man at £200 
a vear. I think that Rnother member of 
the" Trust s,hould be the Under Secreta:'-': !or 
Public \'i'orks. who would be an acqUisitiOn 
to the 'Trust.· An appointee should not be 
brought in from outside to fill one of those 
positions. We should have an assurance 
from the Government that it will ~e one 
0 ! the ordinary duties of these officia.ls of 
the State to attend meetings of the Trust, 
which will not take more than an hour or so, 
one dav in each week. It appears to me 
that th~t would be sufficient to meet the case. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Th<>odore, 
Chillagoc): I do not think it is desirable. to 
accept the amendment. The rcpr~sentation 
of the GovernmeDt on the Trust will not be 
in the nature of representation of a poli· 
tical party, or even a rcpresenta:tion. of the 
Government for the purpose of directmg tJ:te 
affairs of the Trust, but merely to rct~m 
representation on the Trust during the exist
ence of the Government's financial interest 
in the affairs of the Trust. \Ye are only 
following out •, hat has already been done 
in a. number of similar casc'l.. \Vhen the 
Kidston Administration created the Metro
] •Jlitan 'vVatcr Supply and. Sewerage Board, 
thev ,tipulated that the chanman of the board 
sh~uld be a Government nominee. and he 
haf':. been a Government nominee ever sinc8; 
but, as part and parcel of the administra· 
tion, h,_, ha"' en1bodlcd hi1nsdf in the adn11n
i~trati0n, a~ it vvcre. and 1oc~ not act ;:L'l solTI{'-
0110 taking- directions from the Government. 

JI/Ir. KEnn: He is in a different po'iition to 
the chairman of the Tramway Trust. 

The PREMIER: Ko; he is in exactly 
the same position. 

l\Ir. KfcRR: That is his sole occupation
pm·cl:: that of chairman. 

The PRF::',UER: That is true; but he is 
not merelY identified on that authority as 
a deputy ~f the Governm_ent, taking irfstruc· 
tion from them and seekmg their adv1ce on 
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~every matter. He exercises his O\Yn free 
discretion the same as any other member 
vn that bvard dou. He does not comult tho 
-Governm0nt as to how he ~hall vote or 
aJ,ything else. Nor does he dominate the 
'board. As a. matter of fact, he frequently 
finds himself in a minority, and in the 
•case of the Trust created here the Govern
HlCnt no'nin0c.; ll)ay find thcn1s('lves in u 
Ininority. They callnot dorni:nate the Tru·--:. 
because they only number two out of eight 
The ch'lirman wlll cnly exorcise a casting 
vote, ;o that the majority will rule. \Vho
ever the chairman is, ho certainly will not 
:b2 given a.r~y directions by the Government 
as to how he shall proceed vn matters that 
come before the Trust for consideration. 
The hon. member 3ug-gcstod that the position 
might be cut and dried. I aesure the hon. 
member that that is not so, because the 
G-overnment have not given any considera~ 
tivn yet to the appointment of the chairman. 
I can give the assura-nce that it will not be 
a politic'!! appointment. It will be an 
appointment from the public service. 

Mr. KERR: Will he be paid an extra 
-salary? 

The PRK:\IlRR: Y""· It would not be 
fair tn stup hl.') ~-alary. The dutic~ connf'ctPd 
with the Tru,t will be oxtranoou, dutiu, and 
he should receive payment for them. The 
de .. ,iro is to select a man \Yithin the public 
service so as to give the Tru--t the b'"Jcfit vf 
the services of the best man we can get to 
carry out the duties of the position-not to 
hamper th0 Trust. but to assist it. It is 
intended to appoint an ofl1ccr who will have 
mme experience or technical ability which 
will make his service>' of ,-alue to the Tn1st. 

Amendment (Jfr. lien') put and negatived. 

Clause 6 put and passed. 

Clause 7-" Elr'ctrd mcmlH..Ts"-

Mr. KERR (Nnoouua) : I propose to ask 
that this clause be negatived. If that is 
agreed to, I will prvpose the insertion of a 
11ew clauoe to alter the basis of rPpresentation 
on the Trust. At present the nwmbers of the 
Trust are elected to represent different metro
politan areas in proportion to the valuations. 
The appointments should not bo based on 
the valuations but on population. Para
graph (1) prm·idos for two per, ... ons to J'epre
sent the city of Brisbrme, which inrludh 
8,100 chn,llings and a population of 44,000. 
Paragraph (2) prO\·ideo for two representa
tives from South Briobane, Balmoral, Coor
paroo, and Stephens. That area contai,·s 
14,500 dwelling·s with a population of 67,000 
or a difference of 23,000 as comparecl with 
the representation mentioned in paragraph 
(1).. Paragraph 13) pro1·ide' for two repre
sentative"• from th· councils in all the other 
areas comprised within the district. That 
area includcs 19,000 dwellings with a popu
lation of 82,000, or 38.000 more than in the 
Brisbane area. The UJers of the trams flre 
the people most concenwd in this mattPJ\ 
and they should have the repr<'sentation 0n 
the Trust. In order to make the number of 
dwellings and also the population more equal 
in each area, I have circulated an amend
ment which I propose to moYe if this clause 
is ncgatiYPd. I havf' taken a radius of 6 
miles of the po·,t office, and I propose to 
have two rcprcscntatiYc3 from tbc aldermen 
and councillor-- of Brisbane, Hamilton, and 
Toombul; tv;o members from South Brisbane, 
Balmoral, Coorparoo, and St0phens, and two 
members from Ithaca, Toowvng, \Vindsor, 
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Enoggera, and Kedron. "'e find that those 
three areas represent a popul a lion of 67,000, 
67.000, and 59.000, respccti1·clv. There is a 
differpncc of 8,000 in onh- one- instance. The 
representation 'Would be ~ba~cd on population 
and not on the ya[ue of the land or on che 
rates rccoiYed. If w0 adopted the latter 
principle, Brisbane would be entitled to two 
lllOl'C rcprcsontatiycs. and the other local 
authorities behyccn them would on!v be 
entitled to tll'o representativE's. Popuiation 
i.:: a .:more equitable basis. It rnar be sai{l 
that_. if there is any deficit, a precept will 
be Jssm-1 on the local authoritic•· based on 
th' rateable Yalue of the land. I hope the 
PrernJer lnll aCCl'pt an anrcndrncnt to on1it 
that later 011. E\·cn if hP do(" not accept 
it, it will not alter the situation. The users of 
the lram.J should pay for the trams. There is 
no reason why people fwm Birds,·ille. Towns
Yille, and Charters Towers should travel in 
the trams at a low rate, a))(l the locrtl autho
rities in Bri~ban·:; ha \"O to issue a precept to 
make up the deficit. The user,, of th(~ train~ 
should pa:<· to makc up a nv dcficienc>.'. l 
hope the Premier will accep 'the amendlne'lt 

The l'RE:YllER (Hon. R. G.. Theodore. 
f1hi1lfi.UOf): The hon. rncmbf'r suggests to 
llcgatlYl' the- c1ausc \vith .a \·iew to moving a 
new clause. I do not thmk I can accept the 
hon. men!ber'~ suggestion~ becau~c this is 
part of the scheme wh1ch was arrrecd to bv 
the local authorities in consultati~n with th'c
GoYcrnrncnt. The lornJ authorities agrcrd 
tu the basis of representation lai-d do,;·n in 
th0 DilL It is true they suggcst<'cl one or 
two other alterations, but not in the direc
tJOn of the hon. member's amendment. For 
mstance, the Brisbane City Council wanted 
to rncrease the direct rcpre.•entation from 
two to three. and South l3ri>bane wanted 
separate rppresentation. 

::lir. FRY: Quite right, too. 

The _PRKUJER: The whole of the local 
anthontJc< ncc<'pted the scheme laid down in 
the Bill, which is based upon the Yaluations. 

r'1r. KERR: It cannot be, because Brisbane 
would haYc n1or,, representation. 

The PRE~HER: I know that but it is 
ronghly baG:l:d 011 \·aluation~ a:nd' if it \Vere 

based on population, it cou:d oulv be don 
roughiy. rrhcre would have to be. an elastic 
scheme which would change the representa
tion as tin1c went on. The local authoritio'3 
~JaYc accepted th -. existing basis. The Govern
ment have no axe to grind in the matter. 
Under the circumstance .. , I do 1•ot feel myself 
at hbc ny to accept the suggestion. 

l'.Ir. KERR (Rnouuem): I want to point 
out to the Premier that one of the troubles 
that mav occur is this: vVe have the town 
,,f Toom)ng with approximately 10.000 people; 
then. a little bit further round. Ithaca with 
21,000; Enoggera with 4.000; Windwr with 
18.000: Kcdmn with 5,000; Toombul with 
13,000; aud Hamilton v:ith 8.000. It is 
thcrC'forc possible for the towns of Toowo11g 
and Ithaca to ha,·c two n'pl'('Scntativcs and 
the to\Yn of Hamilton and the vther areas 
in that particular group, where tramway 
extensions are ncce':sary, may haye no 
reprcsentatiYl3 at aiL 

The PRDIIER: When the'- chang0 like that 
and the- local authorities dcsir,' an alteration, 
it ca.n be cousidercd. 

Yir. KEHR: When they change ! They aro 
changing now. I ha vo no desire to bo 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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]Htrochial or to my that the Trusc is going to 
lJo n1orc lenient with one & 'Ction than another; 
but I want to safeguard tho interests of the 
people at mv end of the citv. I would ask 
the Premier" to recommit the Bill at a later 
f'tag(\ if nee, ssary. I am not concerned \vitll 
what the majority of the local authorities 
haYe agreed upon. I an1 concerned \Vith rrlY 
duty to give an equitable representation o"f 
the local authorities. 

Mr. KE\fG (Louan) : I would like to ask 
the Prcrnier to L'COnsidcr thi ~ n1atrcr in 
regard to the repr·osclltation of the Citv of 
South Brisbane. _._c\t present it is grol~pecl 
with the shires of Bahnoral, CGorvaroo, and 
f::.~cphcns, and :_he group ]s to hnYe t\YO 

reprcs.ntativPs. \Yhv not allo,-, South Dri,. 
ballc to el<'et ono rqn·osC>ntati, c and the shirc:s 
the other reprcscntativ1·? Pr'Jct-1cn1ly all the 
trar~1s go throu~h th, City of Sou1 h Bri~bune 
on the one hand and tlw Cih of Brisuauc 
on the other hnud, and the ctbcr loclll authori
ties r<'all~ only represent the rcspect1Yc 
termini of tho syste1n to a VC'ry gn_ at cxt·?nt. 
A it is, we rnight find the thr _ c shir0s 
cutvoting South --.!~rislmnc, ~-cl that South 
Bri::;hanc- n1a~, not h }Vl' ar:y rPprC'--cntation at 
all. It has to be rcnwmbu d that the election 
is made by the members of the councils, and 
not by the people direct. 

ThP PRE~\IIER: The hon. l11C'D11-'cr i- t:~sstnning 
that they will combine against South Brisbane. 

Mr. Kl:\'G: The;' haY done it before to 
~ecure their reprt:'::;entation Dn the \ 7ietoria 
Bridge BorLrd and for other purposes-and 
they \\'ill do it again. I Jiye ih Coorparoo, 
and. aithough to a certain extent I am repre
senting n1y own shire, I \Yant to sr a fair 

·thing done all round. 
The PRE:\IIER: The Home Secretary went 

,-erv fullv into this ma.ter with the !oral 
authorities, and I do not feel inclined to make 
any alteration. 

J\Ir. TA YLO:R (Winrlsor): I hope that the 
Pr, mier \vill accept the suggest ion rnadc lJ:y 
the hon. n1ember for Logan. 

The Pm: mER: It i'- 1:ot one of the R!Clcnd-
rnr-ni-s suggested b;;- the local authoritie:'i. 

::\1r. TAYLOR: It was in those sent to me. 
The PRE:\HER: It is not in tho~e sent to rne. 

::\h. TAYLO:R: :.\orth l3risbunc el cts two 
re~1rescntatiycs, and I cannot f.cc \vhy South 
Brisbane, \vhich is also a city, should not 
haYc the ~arr1e right. It is grouped with 
three other local authorities. and, '" the 
vote is to be taken br ballot and not by 
rnr·n1bcrs nlC'(•ting together. it i~ quite p 
!hat. South Brisbane may not be n 
on tlw Trust at all. although I sur•pose there 
1s a gT"'ater 1nilcagc of tn-1Iri\Ya,y 
South Rrisbanc thaa in the arc-a of the 
of Bri:.:;banc. 

The PHE~IIER: I think the hon. member rs 
\Vror.g there. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am doubtful '"hdher I 
an1 \\Tong. ..._.\t any rate, a YCt)-' 1arg<' rni1eagc 
of tramv ay passes throur;h South Brisbane. 
and. w·hcn ~it corrl'~ 3 to the ihre\' Rhircc;, it js 
sirnplv a continuation from the> South Bris
bane 'bonndarv of one track in er:ch case. In 
saying that f ~n1 n•ferring to the length of 
~h~cct travcr -eel, a1thongh ln either { "csc the 
track n1~(V be double-track. To get to an~v 
of i.ho:-,-' an:as the tntms haYc to pass throug·h 
South Bri:"l1ane, and the right huYillf been 
Jlropnrl~' conced ·cl in the case of the City of 
Bri-bone, I think South Brisbane should nlso 
have the certainty of getting representation 

[.illr. Ife1T. 

on the Tru't. The Citv of South Bri,!Jn.nc 
rnay not hcn-c a rcprcselltative on the Tru~t. 

:Ylr. FERRlCKS: The 1\Ia"Ol' of South Bris
batL' is againct the idea of the municipality 
taking over the trarns. 

Y!r. 'TA YLOR: I am not talking about 
what his ideas are. I want to see a ropre
scntatiYe of that local authority on the Trust. 
The hon. member represents that area, and 
he must know that this request is only fair 
and reasonable. vV e ·arc conceding· to the 
Brisbane City Council the privilege of having 
two reprc:wntativeB for a certainty. Should 
not the South Brisbane City Council be cm· 
powered to take a ballot and elect one ropl'e· 
sentativc 1 

Clause 7 put and passed. 

Clause 8-" Disq1talifications ''-

The PRE;viTER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
Chillauoe): I desire to move an amendment 
to this clause. The amendment has been. 
suggcoted by the local authorities, and pro
vides for the disqualification of a member of 
Parliament as a member of the Trust. 

.Mr. Kr:-w: Against whom is that directed'? 
(Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I hope that it is not 
directed ago.inst any individual. I am quite 
impersonal in the matter. The local autho
ritieE sccn1 tD ·v\-'ant it. I move the insertion, 
on line 21, before the wor·d " no," of the 
words-

" Ko member of Parliament and." 
Amendment (Jir. l'heodore) agreed to. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I move the omis
sion, on lines 44 and 45, after the \, ord 
" Trust,'' of the follo\Ying words :--

" extending oYer a period of not less. 
than tv1o months." 

Will the Premier accept that? 

The PREMIER : Yes. 

Amendment (Jir. K err) agreed to. 

Clause 8, as amende,1, put and passed. 

Clause 9-" Eliuibi/ity of membrrs and 
afficcrs of local authority "-put and passed. 

Clause 1(}-" Date of appointment of fir.-t 
1ncmbf'rs "-

Mr. KER:R (Enouucra): I move the inser
tion, after lino 6, of the following words:

" Any member is eligible to hold office 
if re-el;·cted." 

As the Bill stands, a member shall hold office 
for three vears, but it does not say that he 
shall he eligible for re-election .. 

Tho I-lRE~IIER: There is no embargo against 
a rncn1bcr being re-c1ccted. 

Mr. KERR: If he is re-elected, he will 
hold office for six Years. 

The PRE}1IER: I. do not mind accepting it 
if vou insist upon it, but there is no necessity 
fm~ it. 

Amendment p.tr. !Cur) ag-reed to. 

Clause 10, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 11--" Vacancies, how filled"-

:\Ir. KING (Lounn): J'\o reference is made 
to vacancies in the previous portion of thtt 
Bill, yet this clause refers to the filling oi 
•· nwh Yarancies." I moYe the ornisPion, on 
line 8. of the v .. ·o1·d " such " with a vie\V to 
in~ e>rting the word " any." 

Amendment agreed to. 
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Clause 11, as amended, put ~nd ]Xls·cd. 
Clau:3.C 12-'' Qu.orum "-p-L!t and passed. 
Clause 13-" Rernuneration of trustees''~· 

put and passed. 
Clau ..• e 14-" l'rocce<lings and busine:'3 of 

Trust "-put and passed. 
Clame 15-" Dictrict defined "-put and 

passed. 
Clau:::o 16----" Acquisition of tram rc~ry ''

Mr. Kn-<G (Loyau) : I nwvo the imertion, 
on line 4, page 7, of the following· proviso :-

"Provided that the Trust. in lieu of 
ha,·ing· the amount oi the pLnchase 
n1oney asscGsecl and the ba~is or prin· 
ciplo of having san18 asscs;-;ed in l11a11ner 
hercinbeforo proYidcd. 1nay agree with 
the con11JD11Y as to the 1unour1t of pur
chase money to be paid and the basis or 
principle of assessing saintt; and upon 
such agreement and eu],jcct to the 
approval of the Governor in Council. the 
amount and the basis or principle of 
assbsmont so agreed upon shall be the 
a1nount payable and the basi~; or prin
ciple adopted a;; afmceaid. and shall be 
deemed to be the aSH>5ment and basis 
or principle as herein before 1ucntioned." 

My object is to place it in the power of the 
Trust to negotiate for a settlement without 
baYing to go to law. \Vo know that the feel
ings of the Tramways Company and the Go
ven1n1ont a re not too cordial, and we can 
under'tand that neither IYill be preparced to 
abatE' one jot of its claims. Probably the Go
Ycrnmcnt will be out to do their best for iJ1o 
Trust, and the TranT\Yll}'.J Con1pany will do 
its b ''tin its O\YD intcr{'~ts. \Yith the p,-,ssagc 
of this Bill the underUkillg \\-ill pass from 
the company to the Trust, and I think that 
the membem of the Trust and the represent:t
tiYcs of th,• C{lD1pany could rneet n1ore arniC'~ 
auly and \Yith a better understanding of their 
res] >Ons!bilitics. 

The PRE~IIER: I wiil mo.-e an amendment 
in lieu of the one llroposed by the hon. 
1nember. 

:\1r. KI:'\IG: Thanks ,-en much. Probablv 
the Premier has one \Yhich. will meet the case 
bQttcr. 

The PRE='.![IER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chi/layoc): I am moYing this in order to 
can": out "-hat the hon. member desires. 
I beg to move tho addition to subclause (2), 
on 7, after line 4, of the words-

Providei that, except with the 
appro'. al of the GoYernor in Council, no 
agreement shall be made hv the Trust 
\\ith the company in rH]Jcct of the pay
ment of compensation for the tramway 
or as to the basis or principle upon 
which, or the court or pcr .. vn by whom 
such corrlp(~llsation shall be a8se.;sed." 

The Solicitor-General i11forms me that any 
agreement entered into ,,-ill have to be 
sanctioned by the Governor in Council. 

i\Ir. VOWLES (Dall1y): I congratulate 
the Premier on his reasonablenecs this a.fter
lJOOlL (Laughter.) 

The PHE1IIER : The hon. gentleman mis
und(erotands my characteristics. (Laughter.) 

Mr. VO\YLES : I made a suggestion to the 
GoYernment that thcv should allow the local 
authorities to como t~o an agreernont in con
nection ·::ith this matter, but my suggestion 
was scouted. He now a.llows them to enter 

into negotiations, and. probably, there will' 
bo on1~,- for'mal ~'tnction so far as the· 
GovernOr in Council is concornod. 

Amendment (Jir. Th ·adore) agreed to. 

Mr. KI:\"G (Logan): I do not know what· 
is rncant b:v~ the words " or person" in sub
clause (4) line 13. 

The i'HE21IIER: It might be an arbitrator, 
a mcmbc'r of the Land Court or the Supremo 
Court. I do not know. 

Mr. KING: Would it not be better to· 
confine it to the personnel of the tribuna.!? 

The PREllllER: No; that bod;.- may either 
be the Land Court or the Supreme Court. 

Mr. KIXG: Subsection (2) of section 84 of 
the Tmmways Acts, 1"82-1890, provides-

" Tho amount of purchase money shall 
be such amount as may uc agreed upon 
between the council and the compan:'; 
or, if the parties cannot agree, such· 
amount sha.ll be ascertained in the 
manner provided bJ· the Puulic \Yorks 
Lands Resumption Act of 1878 for deter
mining the amount of compensation to. 
be paid to the owners of lands required 
for public purposes." 

I do not mind so long as it comes within 
the conditions of that section. 

The PnE>IIER: It certainh· comes within 
those provisions. It is compr.ehensive enough. 
to embrace anv tribunal under that sta.tute 
or any other statute. 

:Y1r. KIXG: Then, that is all right. It 
appears to me that some >vords are loft out 
of lino 27. I think the words " judgment 
or" should be inserted after the word 
"other." 

The PnEmEH : vYill the hon. gentleman 
move a.n amendment to that effect? 

Mr. KI:'\IG : Y os. I beg to move the 
insertion, on line 27, after the word " other" 
of the words "judgment or." 

Amendment (Jir. King) agreed to. 

::\Ir. KING: Are the words "(other than 
this section)" necessary? \Vhat do they 
exactly mean? 

The PREMIER: The Solicitor-General 
informs me that the words might be neces
sary and they should be retained. They 
do not interfere with the compan:, 's rights. 
I beg to moY.P the o1nission, on lines 41 and 42, 
of the '' ords " at the rate of" with a view to 
inserting the words-

" at a rate to bo determined by the 
Governor in Council, but not exceeding 
the rat0 of." 

This amendment has been suggested by the 
local authoritic ,, 

Amendment (.lir. Thr adore) agreed to. 

Clause 16, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 17-" Purclta,'ic Jnoncy''-

Mr. KING (Logan): Thi clause provides 
that pa.·ment shall be mndc in Brisbane. Is 
there any objection to the insertion of the 
words "or London"' .-\ good number of 
the shares arc held in London. 

The PREMIER : I am afraid that I can
not accept tho suggmtion. Provision is 
made for the purchase of the property, which 
is at present-and which is to be paid for
in Brisbane. The company can arrange to 
have the debentures transferred to London 
and placed on the London register. Tha.t is 
a very simple matter, and the Government 

Hon. E. G. Thcodore.] 
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will facilita to such transfer if the company so 
desires. The ddJentures \YiJl be issued in 
Brisbane ancl those who y;ant to haYO them 
transfcrr~d to the London register can easily 
make that arrangement 

Clau0e put and pac.scd. 
Clause 18-" (-J-, ncral Pund / Loan Acco-:1nt" 

-put and 11as .. ed. 
Clau:::e 19-'' J(c,·icrcc ([lld ,S'llp(rannuation 

Funrls"-
The PREMIER : I beg to move the omis

sion. on lines 47 and 48, page 9, of the 
"\Vords-

" with the consent of the GoYernor in 
Council and on such conditions as he 
thinks fit." 

The (]Uestion of reserve funds ,-ill now be 
left entirely to the discretion of the Tru .t. 
~\_memlment (Jir. Thcodorc•) agreed to. 
:Y1r. DEACON (Cunningharn): I beg to 

move the insertion, after lino 55, of the 
'following new subdause:-

" (3) Bonus funds to proyide for the 
pavment to officers and servants of the 
Tr-;,st a bonu· when in any year the 
profits of the Trust exceed the amount 
required to meet the liabilities of the 
Trust under this Act." 

This principle has been agreed to in 
r.umerous instances, and I do not see why it 
·should not be included in this Bill. 

ThP PREMIER: Has the amendment eman
ated from the local authorities? 

Mr. DEACON: No. 
The PRE.MIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 

Chillagoc): There may not be anything 
wrong in the principle contained in the 
amendment. but I do not feel at liberty to 
accept it. I am noi sure that the Trust will 
not have the power to do what the hon. 
n1e1nhcr suggests. in the an1cndmcnt. 

l-Ion. \V. II. BARNES: \Yhy arc you object
ing to it? 

The PRE'}ITER: The onh· objection is 
that the local authorities a're the people 
concerned. aT!d thcv mav take it that it is 
an i~1 ,trnction fron1 ·P.-_1 rliRment if it is put in. 

JI.Ir. DEACON: The amendment says "the 
Trust may establish a bonus fund." 

HoN. W. ll. B..\RNES (JJulimba): The 
.an1cndn1ent is a ycry reasonable one, and 
the hon. Inornber for Cunningham is quite 
right when he sa~·s that it is the principle 
that has been adortc"l by quite a number of 
people. I ta.ko it that it is one of those 
things that will help to smooth owr matters 
between the employers and tho employees. 

The PREMIER : Has the hon. member 
adoptC'd that principle in connection with hi,; 
own business? 

Ho:f. \Y. II. BARNES: I may say that, 
when thcrC' are profits availablP. ,-e have 
donP so. \Ye a h\ a Ys do so under certain 
conditions \Yhen tbe1~0 arc profits. 

T'he PHE~IIER: If that is so, I will accept 
the amendment. 

Amendment (.llr. Deacon) agreed to. 

Clau,o 19. '" amended, put and paso,cd. 

ClauH> 20-" Si1dinu j11nd lo be· crcalcd"-
pnt and lHlsscd. 

Clou.se 21-" lnrr'sfment of funds"-

Thc PRE:YIIER : bc-; to move the 
nmi,sion of subdausc (1). with a view to 
inserting a new subclaase reading~-

" (1) "\m sum, standing to the credit 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

of the Sinking Fund shall be im-c·- ted m 
Queensland Govcrnn1cnt securitie-: or i11 
the l'Cpurchaso of debentures or stock 
issued under this .Act, and an v sums 
standing to the credit of ally l'CSVCl'YC Ol' 

s~~perannuati~n funJ shall be i·tvc steel 111 
l1Kc Illanncr.' 

The local authorities called attention to this 
JllatL-r and a'kcd that the amendment ue 
made. 

'\lr. KERR (Fnog(!era): I notice that the 
J>rc1nicr':s amenduu~nt practically coincidr>s 
with the one I have had circulated, thoug-h 
I 1nade vrovision in my amendmPnt that any 
stu11s standing to the credit of the sinking 
fund could be invested in their own businc~s. 
I re'llise that technically, if it is to be a 
sinking fund, tho moneys should not he 
invested in their O\Yn busine•·'C; but I think 
the Trust should be able to utilice this money 
to get as favourable a return as possible. 
The Government will probably pa~· it 5~ p~r 
cent .. and it is possible that the Trust w1ll 
pay 9 per cent. 

The I'REliiiER: The Trust can invest the 
money in repurchasing its own stock. 

Mr. KERR: I think it \vou1d be a just 
thing to give the Trust the power I suggest. 
It will not do any harm, and it rnight ass1st 
it when n1one~v is tight, as it rnaT thcJ.? be 
able to use the money in making extenswns. 

The PRE)!IER : I think I have gone a long 
way in my amendment towards meeting the 
hon. member. 

Mr. KERR: Yes, but you have left out 
the words "or within its own undertaking." 
The Premier might agree to insert those 
words after the word " Act" in his amend
ment. It is u~ual in an.,-,T business under
taking to lmn• that liberty: 

Amendment (Jfr. 'l'heodore) agreed to. 

Clause 21, as alllended, put and passed. 

Clause 22-" lswc of debcnturcB or stock" 
-put and passed. 

Clause 23-" Louns by 'l'reruntre,r"-

The PRK\cliER : I beg to move the 
omission of subdause (2), with a vi<cw to 
in-,erting the follov;ing t\vo IW\V subclauscs :-

" (2) Every sueh loan shall be for such 
period and bear interest at such rate and 
be subject to suc:h conditions with respect 
to repayn1ent. sinking fund, and gener
ally, as may he determined by the 
Governor in Council. 

'· (3) The Trust may, with the • oment 
of the Gm·crnor in Council. from time 
to time rcdePm the whole or any part of 
any loan then outstanding at such periods 
and on such terms ancl conditions as the 
Governor in Council thinks fit." 

That is another amendment that has been 
suggestc d by the local authorities. 

Amendment (Jir. l'hcodorc) agreed to. 

Clause 23, as amended, put and pa sed. 

Clause 24-" JJank ovcrdraft"-put and 
passed. 

Clause 25-" Sr curity for loans"-put and 
passed. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

The C'IIA lRl\L\:!'\: 'Cnder the proYisions of 
Standi1Jg Order No. 307. and of the Se:,sioncd 
Order agTcPd to b:· lhP House on 30th .\ugust. 
I shall uow leave tho chair and Elake n1y 
report to the House_ 
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The House resumed. 
The CHAIR~IA:-< reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee \Yas made 

an Order of the ll>n for a later hour of the 
sitting. , 

QUESTIO:'\S. 
'CSE OF LI<ll!T STEUI CARS ON RAILWAYS. 

J\Ir. T. R. HOBERTc; (E'rLst Tuu1coomba) 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

.. Further follovving on rny question to 
him on the 11th July, as to 'providing 
quicker transit iu countr~,~ districts,' and 
his reply ther to. that ' inquiries \Ycre 
being made to secure a suitable car, when 
money would be made aYailable '-

1. IIas he seun the reference in the 
'Daily 1>1ail ' of ~1onday, 11th i:'ept<Jm
ber, undc·r the heading of ' Rail C\Iotors; 
Xew South \Yales De·,celopment; A 
Local Production '? 

2. Ha·; any report thereon been placed 
before him bv his offic rs '? If "o, will 
he n'lakc such~ report asa.ilable? 

3. If no report has been submitted, 
will he ha YC the mattet· inquired into as 
to its adaptabili~·v to the countrv centres 
of the Qcll'Cn,JaJ;d nrilv.-.ns to. provich 
n1orc frl'lllll'nt and Lxr:)editious ser
vice"? " 

The SECH.ETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS 
(Hon. J. Lar:·ombe, 1:l cppd) replied-

" 1. Y CS. 

" 2 and 3. A report is bein; prepared 
upon th' n1ntter.'' 

DISTRmurrox ro SCHOOLS OF Cmct:LARS I:ScED 
BY QcEENP:LAXD PRonccr:Rs' AssociATiox. 

:!.Ir. T. R. H.OBERTS asked tho Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. I-I as he seen copies of circulars 
headed ' The Queensland Producers' Asso
cialion,' dated 1st September. 1922, over 
the signature of J. F. l\lcCaffr-w, ,,ctii1g 
:;r~crctary? 

" 2. Are such circulars being distributed 
(a) to all schools (cities and towns); 
(b) to all schools (suburban); (c) to all 
schools (country)? 

" 3. If not, what 1s the basis of 
distribution'! " 

Ho:-<. W. FORGAX SMITH (Jiaday), in 
the absence of the Secretary for Agriculture 
and Stock (Hon. vY. X. Gillies, Eucham), 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2 and 3. Copies arc b oing sent to 

schools (approximately 1,250 in all) 
throughout Qnconslancl situated in locali
ties where per"ou~ E~ugag-ed i~l the pri1nary 
indu:o;tries arc Jiying." 

PXPER. 
The follm' ing paper was laid on the 

table:--
Return to an Order of the Houee regard

ing soldier settle~ncrn selections. 

BHISBAXE TTIAi\1\Y.\Y TRCST BILL. 
REscw·TIOX OF CmnnTTEE. 

(Jir. J>[incun, BrislJufu, in tlte chair.) 
Clause 26--·; JJr fici.·nci ", hruc made UJJ"-

illr. ::\IOORE (" 1 ui" 'rflr •r) : I mo.-o the omi·
.s1on o£ the follo\YiJ)(r \ ord-: ·-

"(i1.)-I·~3tll:: -t'o each. lo(al authori~,· 

comprised within the district of the TrJst 
a precept requiring such local authodty 
to pa.y to the Trust a share of the defic·it, 
which shall bear the same proportiou to 
the total deficit as the rateable value of 
the rateable land in that part of the area 
of such local authoritv within the district 
of tho Trust bears to the rateable value of 
all rateable land in such district, and 
each such amount shall be fixed bv the 
Trust. ~ 

" 12.) The amount so payable shall be a 
debt due to the Tru< bv the local autho
rity upon which the <iemand is made, 
and recoYerable accordingly. 

" (3.) In order to provide the amount· 
so payable, the local authority may from 
tinw to time levy a special rate of suffi
ci<'nt amount in man:wr prm-idecl by the 
Local Authorities Acts." 

-.vith a view to inserting tho following:-
" (ii.) Take such steps with a Yicw to· 

incrca~:;ing the farEs char:reable for tho 
112e of the said trann,-ay, Ol" for increas
ing the ratc•s and charges in respect of 
any undertaking that the Trust 1nay enter 
upon pul",'U<:Ult to th0 provisions of sccti0n 
32 of this Act; or, generally. 

" (iii.) Take, subjPct to this Act, mch
action that the Trust mav deem advi·ablo 
in order to meet the said deficit. and in 
order to Pnsurc sufficiencv in the said 
rcycnuc". of the~ tram\\·av arld other und(_ r
taking" of the Tru~t ~to rrwct its said 
liabilities. 

" Provided that the Trnst shall ha 1·e 
no powcr to ihue to any local authority 
comprised within the district of the Trust 
any precept "-hereby a local authori~y 
may be empo\\·ered to leYy any speci ,r 
rate upon the rateable land 'vithin the 
district for the purpoe,e of mc,ctiug such 
deficit or any part thereof." 

On thE' secoml reading of tho Bill it 'vas 
pointed out that this .,_.,as one of the main 
causes for dissatisfaction with the Bill. vVe 
all know that it is quitQ possible that there 
ma;s· be a loss on the '"orking of the tram
'vays when they are taken over, and I do not 
think it would be a fair thing for that loss 
to have to be borne by the rateable property 
in the rnctropolitan area. Tho·,e '"ho u.se 
the tramwavs should bear th<' loss. if any. 
I can quite" see that, if pr0ccpts are to be 
issued to the local authorities to cover the 
loss, there will be an agitation for a reduction 
of fares. A certain section of the community 
will not mind what loss there is if it falls 
upon another Sf'ction_ If people ucc thee 
railway jnstead of tho trarnways, and a loss 
ensues~ ut~der the Trust, those people. evt'n if 
the:: arc not ratepa~c en~, should be con1polkd 
to sharp in the loss. "\"\..,. c know that ~incD the 
fr 1nchis0 in regnrd to loC'al authority elec
tions has been enlarged those c1~,ction3 have 
becorrw rr10rc lik(' lH rliamentarv e10rtions. 
Candidate-: for elcct.ion to thP loCal anthorj
tit \Yill be pr0parN1 to offer bribes in order· 
to se-ctuc' yotcs. They vvill br" prcpnrecl to 
thru et burclens upon an:,-body in mdcr to 
win the C'!cdions. A candiclat0 \Yill yerv 
rcarJil, that thr1·c ,hall be no rise 
in trrt.ln I think the~ D111 j op~'n to 
a gTE ut dt>al of c-,itiri .rn. \Ye knoc the 
objection the local authorities lw-.~c to taking 
o\·er the tralll"\Yay· a~Hl tlw rlltcpayf'r" in 
the arPn \~:hr re the- trn ms arP running ~hould 
not be marlc liable for an indefinite Ios'. Tho 
rating in the loc tl author-ity areas aroun-el 

Jfr . .Jloorc.] 
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Bri~bane at the prc'"ent tin1e is t:xc odingly 
hcav:;, and I cannot s~'c any ju~tificTi_ion for 
putting on the ratr-payC'l':-, the additinl1al 
btuden of anv loss which n1ay occur in cc-n
rwdion with tho tramwaYs. i think tlmt the 
P!"Prn;- •r v.:ould l-e~ wc11 ;_{dy)~, d tn accept n1y 
arnendment, as it \'i-ill take a~.\ ay a great 
deal of the oppo,ition of proportv-ownL•r to 
the Bill. A largo number of them at the 
pn" r11t hn1e l1:1YC to p_ :: high rdtl ~. and 
theY do not know "-hat ljabilltie3 tho~- al'C~ 
goii1g- to inrur in connectiou with this 'lc.~is
btio!!. They will have no opportunity of 
-eonttulling the Trust. After all) it is unl~ a 
fair thing that the pCOi)ll! who u··e the tra!ns 
.-:honld bC n_3pon~iblo for rnakin.:t theu1 pa,\. 
There is nothing in the Bill to - n- that tlc~ 
profits ~hall go to the luc 1l nut1lo':c;til'~ con
-eerlll'd. If thoro io a profit, there \Yill be a 
dcmaHd for a reduction of fatT . I do net 
think it i;-; a fair thi11g that tbp ratcpa,--,r~ 
should bo compelled to poy )ll'l'Copb 011 'th•c 
Yalue of Ewir lund to rnake up a~ly lo s. 

J'.Il-. TAYLOR (Windsor): I have much 
IJle-:_surr_~ in BufJporting the arnendmcnt. Good 
~nd, sufficient reasons haYe boon giYon 1\·hy 
1t s1wulJ Lu ador:lted, soYcral of which "\Vere 
"wntiorwd during the second reading debate. 
\Ve kno· that the rates at present are high 
rurd tbc:· arc not likely to be reduced. Th~ 
tmms will he extended, and au extra rate 
''"ill be required for that, or at anv rate a 
continuance of the present high rates. \Ve 
know i.hat. when the I\Ietropolitan \Vater 
Supply and Sewerage Board bring their 
'.vork to cornpletion, the houso connections 
are going to cost a lot of money, and the 
Brisbane people will hav~ to pay for these 
facilitic,. \Vh·;t the sewerage rate will bo 
w~ do not know. It is not a fair thinP" 
that the ratepayers of Brisbane should b~ 
asked to pa;-' to prQ.vide a cheap ride for 
our floJ.ting population, especiallv those who 
.come to Bris ha ne from all other parts of 
the State. That li a bilitv should not be 
thrown on to the Brisbane ratepayers but 
should he paid by the users of the trams 
-themselves. I hope tha_t the trams will pay, 
and, 1f we got econom1cal and skilful man
agement, thoy will pay. For the first year 
or two we shall not get much profit from 
the trams. If thoro ane any losses. then 
those losses. should be borne by the people 
\vho ndo 111 tho tran1s, bc'causo they get 
the benefit of thorn. The man who has got 
property 111 Queen street and w.ho lives in 
the enbnrbs will have to pav twice over 
i£ it is done by precept. Th~ amendment~ 
so far have not been hostile. but have been 
introduced to enable us to get a fair Bill. 

Tho PRE:iliER (Hon. E. G. Theodore 
C'hillac;o'): I cannot accept the amendment: 
''This is one of 'he prinriplcs connected with 
the financial part of the Bill. It is not 
intended to use this proposal to harass the 
local authorities. Far from it. It may 
happen that i.he Trust will reduce the tram 
fan-'. The Government stand behind the 
finances of the Trust. because the money will 
be bm70Wc'rl from the GoYcrnmcnt, so the 
GoYf''HflH'nt \Yill have an int' rc~t in it. 
The Trust will be nnclcr a rcsponsibilitv to 
the Go\7 crn1ncnt to D1Jkc up nny defic1er{cy. 

~Jr. ELPHT!\STONE: Cannot the Govcrntnent 
regu1att• the fares? 

The PRE~UEH.: Xo; that is controlled 
bv the Trust. This clause is ncc:.:ssrny as a. 
;afcgLnrd for th-2 GovornmN1t. Tlw Go
vcrnrnent cannot increaso ihe far0s. If the 
Govcrrnncnt could v.·ipe out tho liability u{ 

[Jlr. Moorc. 

the Trmt ]Jy increasing the fares, there would 
b son1cthing to be said in favour of the 
eli1nination of the clause. 

:0:Ir. TAYLOR: Yon can inb·oducc a regula
tion so that it will be impos•-ilJle for the 
Trust t-) reduce the fa.ros. 

The l'RE.'.IIER: That \maid be a greater 
cYil than th:_• prcsPllt cL~,u~.t\ b,•caus(~ it ·would 
he intcrferiub \;ith the business controlled 
b7 the Tn1st. rrhcrc is no clanger of this 
clan<Sc b(•ing operated for fJnancing the busi
ne~s of the Tl'ust. A similar provision ,.,-as 
imroducecl bv the local authorities in their 
own draft Dill in :tdl3. They put in the 
proYision that they could levy by precept. 
and they a],o put in a prm-ision that they 
conld lc•,·y by a direct rate. In the Bili 
introduced hv the Dcnham Government in 
1914 they ho cl a similar provision, but l\1r. 
Denham took ant the provision giYing power 
tu levy a direct rate. and put in the power 
to lov:' hy precept instead. The Adelaide 
Trust hns a sin1ilar provisi.an. I think it can 
a ]so levv bv direct rate ou the local authori
ti, ;. 'fhe ·:\Ielbourne Trust has also got a 
sjtnilar po~·\·cr to leYy either b:;~ precc11t or 
b-v a di~·ect rate. In the c J,.SD of the 1Iel
bom·nc trams thev are not controlled bv the 
people's representatives. but by a Co,:;1mis
~ion appointed by the State G-ov'ernn]_cnt 

Mr. KrxG: There is no power in the 
Ad cl a i do 'J.:mst. 

The PRE:\IIER: Ye,: Section 51 enables 
the Trust to call upon each local authority 
to ]e,·y a rate. In Queensland under the 
Local Anthorities Act the local authorities 
are ern1101Yercd to levy a tramway rate. 
That is provided for in section 335. The 
Budorim Shire Council took advantage o£ 
that section to lcvv a tram rate, and it is 
also taken advant~s:c of by the Innisfail 
Shire Couacil. The Townsville City Council 
a1so adupt·Pcl a si1nilar proYision in coHnec
tion with tho electric lighting of t.hoir city 
b\' a business concern. This clause is not 
ptLl in to enable the Trust to curry favour 
'vith the trmn userr:;. by reducing fnxcs and 
then levy a precept on the propert,- owners. 
The property owners will control the Trust 
through the various local a.uthorities. I am 
sure that t!le reprcsentatiYcs on the councils 
\Yill not tolerate the Trust levying a precept 
after ha,·ing reduced the fares: they would 
turu their renresentatiYcs on the Trust out 
of office at o~ce. 

:\Ir. 2\loORE: The local authorities are 
clcctPd by the electors. 

The PRE:\IIER: And the majority of 
the electors lMYC a direct interc<t in the 
qm'stion of rate-- I think it is on!:,· fair 
to a'sume that the Trust \Yill carry on a 
pohcy of financing tho tran1wa::s frorn year 
to yenr and accnn1ulating a rl'sC'n'e fund .o~lt 
of the profits. \Yhen the profit' accumulate 
it is onlv right that they should be used 
to lighteJ; i11e burdens of 'the local anthori
tjf'~. ju't a~ they have done in other c_i_tics. 

1\Ir. SIZER (Tunr/([h): This is one of the 
cardinal fpatnros \Yhich the Opposition wish 
to establish in this Bill. I appreciate the 
Pr0rni0r's nrgnn1_ent, bccau-,e it is only 
natural that innstors of capi1al or the 
local authoriti( s should be secured bv being 
able to rnakc up a111~ d0iicit through the rate~. 
We mwht to ec-J tblish a new principle in 
tlti~ inst<1nce. The trar11s tJ.ro a hu.~iness 
undcrtilk]ng, and we nc>cd to g-et ~nvay from 
the old haphazard method by which any 
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.z!eficit could be made good by a levy on the 
rates. Under that system the geneml 
n1anagcr of an undertaking is not under a 
compelling noc_essity_ to n:ake di:o-idends '?r 
profits-othenVJse, hrs . posrtron mrght be m 
jcopard,·-bccauso he rs able to levy on the 
general" taxpayer or, through the local 
authorities upon the ratepayers whenever 
the1·e may' be a deficit. It is very easy to 
square one's accounts when one has that 
power to fall back upon; but, realising that 
we are dealing with a prosperous under
taking and that there should never be a 
deilcit except as the result of bad manage
ment, we arc justified in maki_ng it do~bly 
imperative on those charged wrth the drrcc
tion of the undcrtakmg that they shall man
Ufl"O it properly by removing from them the 
rirrht to issue precepts. It may follow that 
w~ would have to insert in the Bill a clause 
wlwrcbv if the Gm·crnment, as the custodians 
·of the ·fund, arc not satisfied \vith the man
agement of the Tru,t-if, for instance, they 
r0duce fares follo-\v1ng upon a senes of 
deficits-they ma,,' have power to restrain 
the Trust from ,:educing fares or otherwise 
ri: king losses. I n1aintaincd in 1ny second 
rPoding speech that any deGcit should be 
nuHl8 up Ly ntcans uf incrPas.::cl by th' 
peoplP who use the tratns. ThaL . a r~a:-on-
a ble propos<Il, and would. I beheve, mtro
ducc a new principle into Governn1ent
controllt'd or semi-Govcrnrnent-controlled con
C'Crlls. It \VouJd give a scn::;e of rc3pon8ibilit:.· 
and secure that bminosslike management 
\Yhich has been so lacking in many of our · 
puLlic undertakings in the past. 

As to the Premier's argument that the 
Tru~t might unduly reduce fare'\ \'1'8 ~ust 
assuu1e that a general Inanuger 1Yith bu~IlH'~~ 
acumen will be appointed. and the Trust 
will have to follow his advice, and one can
not imagine that he would recommend a 
reduction of fares if a deficit had occurred 
:and, in reality, an increase jn tho fares was 
required. If the Trust were allmY,cd l·o carry 
forward losses for, say, t\Yo years. and the 
Government had power. to a certain extent, 
·to dir,Jct that no foolish policy should be 
followed the responsibilitv would be thrown 
upon th~ general managei· and the Trust t;f 
so fixing the fares as to wipe out the deficrt 
and place the funds in credit v.-ith_o~lt any 
necessitv to levy on the local authorrtres. It 
is obviously unfair that the Trust should 
·have power to levy upon only a ven· small 
proportion. of the. tram users, and that the 
oven,·helmmg maJOritv of the users should 
be able to p;ct cheap fares at the expense of 
that compa;·ativcly small number of people. 
l'roba bly. too, the most clamorous for exten
sions of tho tramwayc: \Yill not be ratepayers, 
and so \\ill not havo to shoulder anv re<pon
sibilitv for losses which m"y occur. I 
'honestly believe that J rop]o \Vho dcJirc tram 
extensions would be willing to pay increased 
fares if necessary; but whether they would 
be willing or not. om· legislation 'hould pro
vide that the Trust should not cast the 
burden on the ra tcpayers. 

I hop'" the l'r_emior \vill r~cognise that 
\VC arc onlv anx10u to cslllbhsh the prm

·ciple tha,t the h'ams shall he a businc•s con
cern and n1u::;t sta,nd on their O\YU foundation. 
I do not think there is any Lwlt to bo found 
with that arp;unwnt. and \VG kno·,;· that ~he 
Govemment can introduce a clause b: \Yhi< h 
theY can re~crve thejr right to make levies, 
if nec••',sarv. I hone 1 he Premier will tr·· 
·ro vi'lwlisc the angle hom which the Opposi
~.rion loOk at this que~tion. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) : I was 
hoping that the Premier would accept the 
amendment, bee a use this cl a use represents 
the weakest feature in the Bill. It is not 
only an unsound proposal, but I believe it to 
be quite unjust. vVe propose to give the 
Trust power to l<wy on the ratepayers to 
make good lo,<ses when the ratepayers may 
have no direct concern with the trams. 
The people who use the trams should 
undoubt0dly shoulder anv loss, ond the trams 
should be self-supporting. If the Trust had 
the right to carry forward losses for a year 
or t'vo years, and make them up by increased 
fares or some other snch means, that could 
easily be achieved. The position would be 
slightly different if the local authorities 
''·hich 'elect the 'Trust WPre themselves 
elected under the old franchise; but now 
the parliamentary electors return tho mem
bers of the local authorities, who. in turn, 
elect the Trust, so that really the electors 
0lcct ~he Trust, and, through their repre
sentatives. throw the lo,ces upon the rate
payers. That is quite il!ofl"ical and unsound. 
\Ye might have a Trust which would appoint 
an incompetent manafl"er and there might 
be very heavy losses. which would create a 
feeling of 1mcertainty, especially since the 
ratepayers have already to carry a very 
heavy burden. I am sure that this provision 
will have the effect of deterring people from 
owning property. It may be found after 
six or seven years that the personnel of the 
Trust is such that reckless management 
takes place, with tremendous losses. The 
clause i~ an unsound propo::;al on the face of 
it. If the Premier will accept the amend
ment. the Bill will he ctuitc eonnd. ancl the 
Trust will be constitntecl en sound lines. 
The hon. mcrnlwr sqicJ th"t the sam0 nrin
riph held good in South Anstralia. but the 
Trnst there was probablv elected on a 
different franchise. · 

The PRE1TTER: No it 1s c1cct<'d in exactlv 
the same wav. rt' is a local authcritie~' 
Trust. , 

Mr. FLETC'HER: That makes it more 
democratic still. 

The PRE1TIER: And in ::VfP!hnurno the 
Commiesion, whieh is appointed hy the 
Govcrnnwnt, le,·ies on the :Melbourne local 
authorities. 

:VIr. FLE'J'C'BER: You cannot jndrr~ 
the real pnsition until you understand all 
the circumshnces. Tlwre ma': he other fea
tures that affect the position. ' 

Tlw PREC~TIER: The local authorities, in their 
own Bill in 1913, nrm·id0rl for i ~. a,n d :vir. 
Dcnharn JHovided for it in his Bill in 1914. 

J\1 ... FLETCHFR: Thinrrs h:nc c11ane:<cl 
siP('i1 thr'n: \YC' have h ~cl an altf'ration of the 
franchi·c. 

Thn PRE,ITFR: Thn Govf'rnnwnt will stand 
hoh-infi tl1 .-:. Tr11 -t r~~ rn_1arnntors perhaps to 
the n:t ·nt of £1.500.\10. 

""TJ .. FLETCjii:ER: The GoYernn1rnt nre 
bneki.-.rr rlw Tru~l-. but thrv arc not p:oin:- to 
1 ,) n.:::kpd to n1ak0 g·ood. f111V 1o·.o;;f's. The 
tram\·"'"' rnm't lJC kept .nlf-s<lpporting-. \Yhy 
b::tYf' thi;;; prJYision at n.11? 

Thr> PRL\TTI~: The• hrm. men1hnr 1~ not 
c;ng;rt ;;;t-Jnrr tlvtt thf' GoYeC'\TilPnt should nu+ 
in a rcq;iyer? 

:\!1·, FLT,TCHFR: '\ot r< •11!. 1 l1op<' that 
ilw Pn•n1i0r \Yill altf'r his 1.1;nd. If a 
businc·i:-, \d1ich is being run to make a profit, 

"Mr. Fletchcr.] 
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and which has not to depend upon itself. and 
knows that any loss ,,-ill be made 

[5 p.m.] up by someone ('he. the tendency is 
not to manage. tho business so well. 

In years to come tho Trust may manacr2 the 
busincs" in a most inefficient mUnner. b 

The PRE1IIER: Tho local authorities appoint 
this Trust. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I would be verv sorry 
to have an.•·thing to do with the Diil as !t 
stands with ·the ratepayers payiug tho 
losses. It must also be remembered that no 
referrnJum has been taken on the matter. 
It is bPing put upon the ratepayers, and there 
Is nothmg to show that the': mav not have 
to !?ay very heavy rate, to rnake 'up deficits. 
It Is the prmciple about which I am con
cerned. 1-V e are putting through a v .~rv 
unsound proposal. -

The l'RE}IIER: It would be more unsound to 
take it out. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It is the one portion of 
the Bill that I have picked out a-. b0ing 
extremely ,,··eak. 

JUr. KERR (Enoggrom): Subclnuse (2) of 
clause 5 of the second schedule reads-

" If thereafter on the thirtieth dav of 
April or tlw thirty-first clay of October, 
~·c\ pechvcl:v, any part of snch IflOlll''" or 
Interest refcr~·ecl to in paragraphs (a) and 
(h) of bUbsechon 1 hereof rcmaim unpaid, 
th? Treasurer n1ay, bv notification in the 
'Gazette,' appoint a" rcct'iver to collect 
on hi> behalf and to pay to th. Trcasun 
all or any n1oney·~ and {ntr_'re~t fl·orn tin1~ 
to time due and OYring to the Trnst to 
the an1ount statt~d in such notiflcation.n 

It goe~ on to .I?rovide that the Tr 'a'.urcr 1nay, 
frm11 i1n1e to time, 1nakc rules. and then "a'f;s--

. " Thereupon s~ch receiver shall, f~·oin 
tl1e date stated m such notification be 
tho only person legally en tit! "d to re~ei ve 
the revenues of the Trust." 

, The l~RE}IJER: That is in case of default. 
There Will be no default. 

Mr. KERR: l-Ye trust that there will be 
n?. default: It is remarkable that the pro
VISion. for Issmng- a precept ,,houlcl remain in 
the Bill. There are other arguments in fa your 
of the amendment. If the I'rn11ier will studv 
the amendment closely, he will fmd that i't 
gives pov~·cr to incrcac-e fares and take " anv 
other actwn deemed advisable." The leade.i· 
of the Nationalist party pointed out that 
tra,·cllers from the countrv wbo came to 
Brisbane and used the trar!1s wc•rld not be 
called upon to make good anv deficit. Look 
at the experience of Rockhampton. Thou
sands of people to.day arc paying a srwcial 
tram"\Yay rate 111 Rockhampt-on, although 
they nev-er nse the tram~. .1-\re 've o'oina to 
~1av-o the san1c thing in Bri:')bnne? ft is 

0
not 

Just. The Trust will not pay rates, and thnt 
Will m'.'an a loss to the local authorities of 
approXImatr!y £15,000 per annum. The 
Gov-crn1ncnt ·wilJ have hYo l'Ppre2entatives 
on the Trust, anJ surel,y thev \Yi11 look after 
the financial intrrc~ts of t.hP Government 
Section 39 of the Addaido .\et r ·ads- . 

" The Treasurer is ant.hori~rd fron1 time 
to tin1o to pay out of [C'lH'ral r'-·vcnuo 
any 1nonc•:vs nt~CCS"!P.l'" to nlc>f't inter . .:-:t on 
the' { o~t of l]Urcha~·lf.;·, hich the r0celpts 
of the Tru~t arc in-:..ufficit'nt to di~chanre 
accor~Iing to the pro·,·isious hc:tcinnft'Cr 
conta1ncd.'' 

It goes on to say-
" Th:- ''-hole of the rtlon .y~ paid Ly the 

[Jlr. Flctcher 

Treasurer under ~ectinn 39, tocrether with 
the cost of raising capital n1on~ys certifif'{l 
as aforrsaid, arC a char go on~ the asse-ts 
of the Tru~t in favour of the Tre::Isurer." 

Tbat is a fair and equitable arrangement. 
Surpl:v the Go,Ternn1cnt have sufficient sccnritv 
in the assr>t;:;? I circulatccl an aincndrr1cn~t 
i·o omit the whole clause, but I think that 
this is a very reasonable. C'OD111rorniso. VVo 
know that the GoYernment went to the 
CiJnntry one vear on the "chPan food" crv. 
Politics haw entc>rcd into local authoritv 
eJections, and wbat is to prevent t}p cry of 
"cheap tramway fares '' bf'ing used at thoso 
elections, baclwcl up by this GoYernment? 
The ;mendment will be a protection against 
such a thing. The Prctvli_,r mn:::t. recognise 
that our arg-uments have a sound foundation~ 
I hope that he will nccopt the amendment. 

Mr. SWAYNF. (Jlirani): The Premier 
referred just now to t.hc local authoritv 
franchise in South Australia, and I believe· 
he said that the franchise there v.Tas similar 
to the franchise that we have here. 

The PRE}!IER: K o; I S'tid the system for 
the election to the Trnst was 'xactly the 
same as we are rJroviding horc. It is con~ 
stitutcd by representatives from the l.ocai 
apthorjties: 

:\Ir. FLETCHER: The Premier said tbe fran
chi~e vPlR the .3ame. 

The PREMIER: I said the franchise in con
nection \',ith the Trust w~s the same. 

Mr. SW A Y:\'E : The key to the whole 
position is the qualif1cation of those who 
doe' the n.ldermen. The parliamentary 
electors clod the aldermen, and the alder
n~en. in turn, elect the reprp·,~cntatives to 
the Trust. At the present time any person 
over bvcnty-ono year.;,. of age can vote. He 
or she may only reside in Brisbane or 
Queensland a month and be awa,y the next 
month. It will be readih· seen that an irre
sponsible section can be 'a controliing factor 
in a municipal election. 1-Yhat more popular 
cry could a candidate have, when addressing 
a. body of elecl·ors who run no risk of losing 
anything in the matter, than to say, "I will 
give you tram rides at half cost?" That 
would be a very strong inducement for those 
voters to vote for that particular candidate. 
The candidate will say, " If you return 
me, I in turn will appoint members to the 
Trust who will reduce your fares." The· 
business prospects in some sma.ll suburbs may 
not warrant an extension of the tramways. 
1-Y.hat more popular cry could a candidate 
ha vc than to say, " If you return me I will 
secure you a Trust that will give you this
extension?" Tbo ratepayers will have to 
foot the bill a.nd make good any la's that 
occurs. I am concerned more about persons 
with an allotment and a small cottage. I 
think that those persons .who by their 
tbrift have saved sufficient to buy an allot
n1ent and have a hon1e, and are i'n the posi
tion of being their own landlords, are more 
'mrthy of care than any other section of 
the community. This measure will practic
ally discomagc thrift, \\'hat is tbe use of 
\Saving up n1oney to get a homo when its 
value Lv tdl sort'"· of cxcc;;;;~ivo rates 
ls going" to be destroyed? Look at the 
LurdPn that i'; going to be plaec,·I 011 the 
prO])ert.)' O\Yner" in connr,:tion \Yith our· 
\Yatcr and se1-vcragc sy~tern. If you are 
going to put upon propc'rty o\VllPrs an:: ri;;:.k 
:"uch as i- contained in this Hill. nnd then 
Inter on another risk. it will not b·- very 
long before any margin of value which now 
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exists will entirely be destroyed and pro
perty in Brisbane will become valueless. 
The argument has largely been centred 
round the franchise in Adelaide. According 
to the South Australian "Year Book," the 
franchise in connection with the election to 
the Corporation of Adelaide is-

" Every person of full age who, on 
the first of October, is seized of or occu
pies any rateable property within the 
municipality, either as owner, lease
holder, or occupier, whose nan1o as such 
O\vncr, leaseholder, or occupier is 
inserted in the assessment book, is a 
citizen and member of t,hc municipality 
entitled to be enrolled on the ratepayers' 
roll, am! to vote at all municipal elec
tions hold in the municipality." 

The Premier wa.s quite mistaken when ho 
said the franchise \vas the same here as in 
Adelaiclc. The frrtnchisc in Adelaide may 
be more dcmocnLtic, but it is not the same 
ae hero. If the Trust was elected upon the 
franc,hise of those who will have to carry 
any loss there would be no objection what
m-cr. This Bill furnishes foundation, for 
the value of properties being attacked in the 
v. ay of rates. 

Mr. FRY (llwilpa): This Bill is not like 
thP laws of the Modes and l'ersians-it can 
b altered. In order thr1t the trams may 
be carried on in the best interests of the 
people, consistent \vith economy, it is neces
sary that we should accept this amendment. 
\Ye know from experience in the past that 
immediately a business 1s handed over to 
a local authorit,.- it is removecl entirely from 
independent control. If the Government or 
a local authority exercise control, that means 
relaxation of supervision. There should be 
no encouragement for the management to 
play upon the anticipation of raising rates 
from properties to make up any deficiency. 
\Vhen the local authorities elections are on, 
we shall find that there will be promises 
made with a view to conferring- privil<>ges 
upon certain individuals or sections of the 
community. Various concessions will be 
given, and various officials, both public and 
private, will enjoy privileges that they do 
not now enjoy. Unless you remove the 
temptation to make Llp a def1ciency without 
its becoming publicly kno\vn, you are going 
to have loose and unsatisfactory manage
ment. If the Premier accepts the amend
ment it will have the eff<>ct of making the 
management more careful. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toou-ovrnba): 
I support the amendment. From a business 
point of view the tramways should be self
supporting. The coct should be borne by 
the nsers of the trams. It is not advisable 
t,) make up the loss by imposing a rate on 
property o·' ners. I have in mind the time 
whPn the Industrial Arbitration Court was 
established, when certain people were 
allowed access to that conrt_ A few months 
ago some of the bodies of employers 
approached the court on the question of 
a reduction of wages. Alt.hongh the local 
nuthorjtics 1vcre conC'Prned in this matter, 
they did not join in this application, as they 
did not wish to lose votes. Tbev acted in 
connectirm with the local auth01:ities in a 
wav that thev would not act in their own 
bn;inesses. The sanw thing would apply 
in connection with this Trust, and there 
would be a tendency to make up an;:· deficit 
by a rate on lands within the area. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The 
Pr,,mier based his argument chiefly on what 
has happened in Adelaide. As the hon. mem
ber for Ivlirani has pointed out, the franchise 
in Adelaide is quite different according to 
lhe South Australian "Year Book." It is 
re,,lly the ratepayers who elect the Trust and 
not 1 he electors, as is proposed in Queens
land Then, if we go to Melbourne we find 
that, if there are any losses and a ~barge is 
ma"de against the ratepayers, the Trust has 
to pay the profits into a trust account, and 
from that trust account they pay the 
ordinary rates in the following year. There 
mav be other conditions which the Premier 
dicf not quote which might have a vory big 
beanng on the subject. The provisions of 
th0 YJctorian Art altPr the complexion alto
gether, and make it far more reasonable. 
That is where the analogies quoted by the 
P_romier are so dangerous. Unless you pre
VIOusly look them up and see what the Pre
n1ier is referring to, you cannot place any 
faith in him, because he draws conclusions 
t" suit his own case, and .he does not quote 
the whole caoe. Seeing the Premier bases 
his a.rgument on what is happening in the 
Southern cities. and in view of the unsound
ness of the proposal, he should alter his 
dccioion in t.he matter and accept the amend
ment. It will make the Bill more acceptable 
to all partiPs and create more confidence in 
the minds of the people. Confidence is being 
lost in every direction, and the people do 
not know what to cxnc·ct next. A sense of 
security is lost when y;u have clouds hanging 
over 5 our head. 

Mr. KING (Logan): In the third schedule 
to the Bill there is provision made for the 
Trust to make by-laws, and in connection 
with these by-laws there is power given to 
prescribe-

" Tolls. fares, or charges which, not
withstanding 8 nything in any other Act 
contained, may be demanded or taken by 
the Trust from any passenger, or in 
respect of the carriage of any goods, 
the provision .of trams for workmen at 
re-duced fares.)' 

They have power there either to reduce 
fares or to increase fares, and I should like 
to ask the PremiPr if, in the event of the 
Trust taking possession of the trams to-mor
row, there is anything to prevent the Trust 
passing a by-law bringing the fares up to 
the limit. Ther0 is no control over the 
Trust in that direction. Bv that moans the 
'I'rust could make its rcve"nue such that it 
would not be necessary to issue a precept. 

The PRE1HER: That will be entirely the 
responsibility of the Trust. 

Mr. KING: That power cannot be inter
force! with bv the Commissioner of Prices or 
anyone else?" 

The PRE1!1ER: That is so. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to 
make a further ;;ppeal to the Premier to 
accept the amendment. One must not lose 
,,;ght of the fact that we arc taking a leap 
in the dark. If the tramways became the 
r,ropertv of the local authorities to-morrow 
and the'..- , ontinued to charge the same fares 
a<;: fHC Charged at present-which, no doubt, 
thev would do-it would probably be eighteen 
months or two years before this matter was 
definitely finalised and they knew exactly 
what their liabilitv was, and during that 
period very heavy ioss0s might be sustained. 

JJ1r. Ta1jlor.] 
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If they know whether the cost as going to 
hP £1,250.000 or £2,000,000. theY could w 
ro;{ulato their >tffan·s that thoro "~ould be no 
loss. 

The l'HEMIER: Meanwhile thcv will be 
paying interest only on a Iin1iteCl an10lHlt. 
That is provided in the Bill. They •· ill noc 
-De pnn-lding inter, "t on a fictitious a1nount 
of capitol. St!pposing the sum were fixed 
at £1.5CO 000 eighh'f· 1 months hence. it doe; 
not say the Tru~t has. been all along paying 
iutcre•·t on £1,500,000. 

:\1r. TAYLOR: On \\'hat amount will the 
ratE~ be assessed? 

The PHnriEH: On the amount agreed on
something loss than that. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I certainh• think the 
arncndtncnt is a reasonable one. " 

Mr. MOORE (,1u1Jiyny): Tho Promin· 
cr;d0a YOUl'Pd to make a con1parjFon b0twcen 
Queensland and Victoria, but in Victoria the 
franchise i~ totallY different. Section 26 of 
the Victorian 'l'ra;nways Act of 1915 reads-

" H shall be lawful for the council of 
an~,~ shire to 1nake and IcY~' a rate, to Le 
called a tram,,ay ratf', equally upon all 
ratrable propert.\' jn an~.· rJarticnlar })01'

tioll of the shire on the following con
ditions:-

(1) It muse appear to the council of 
the shire that the tramway in rHpcct 
of which such rate is made and lO\-ied 
would be for the special benefit of the 
particular portion of the shire. 

~2) A petition must ha ye been pre
sented to the council signed by one
third the numhm· of the ratepayers in 
euch portion of tho shire praying the 
council to make and !m-y such rate." 

The PRE'\!IER: They have to moot the 
precept_ 

Mr, MOORE: Thov have to ask for it 
before the tramway is, built. 

The PRBIJER: \Ve arc .:ot talking about a 
tramway being built. The tramway has been 
acquired, and is now vested in the Trust. 

Mr. MOORE: The people had 1n oppor
tunity of saying \1 hether they wanted it or 
not. 

The PRE'\IJER : The Government passed the 
moasnre and appointed a Trust, and they 
imposed the precept. 

::Vlr. MOORE : Before it was levied the 
ratepayers had to he asked. 

.The PRE'\IJER: You ar'' reading something 
that is out of date. 

Mr. MOORE: This Act wa- passed in 
1915, and they took over the trams in 1916, 
when the franchise expired. 

The PnE:\IJER: rho last Act was passed in 
1919. You are out of date. 

Mr. MOO RE: I would like to see that Act 
and ece \\hat the provisions are. VV c find 
the conditions under this Act are totally 
di!Tnrent from what tho Prrmipr made the,;, 
out to be_ Section 30 of the Victorian Act 
pro\~id0~-

" If and as often as after monov'l have 
been levied and applied as in this Part 
provided on account of the tramway rate, 
the tramway snould become so profitable 
that tlw receipts from it arc more than 
e-uf!1cicnt to liquidate all the oxpemes 
C'onncrt0d vvith it, and also the n1one~·s 

[Mr. Taylor. 

due and payable to His :Vlaj esty m 
respect of any ach-anco hereunder, the 
council slwll plac(' such prufits to a 
,:;;cparatc arcouut and apply thmn in or 
towards payml'nt of all rates that may 
lv·como pa,-ablo to tho shire in respect 
of rate,·-, bl(~ pro1wrt~ in th'' dist1·id upon 
which the tra.rnwav rate \Yas levied, in 
oxoneratio::t of th8' 1:atepayers until the 
atnount of such profit so applied is equal 
to the an1ounts leYiec1 on aeeount of the 
tran:vYaY rate, \vith int(1 }'(1 "·t at the rate 
Df £4 prr cont. JWr annum. and. stlbject 
thereto. the profits of the traum-a.\' shall 
form part of the municipal fund." 

Thr> PnE'\JIER: \Yhy persist in quoting an 
Act that ha' been suponodcd? 

Mr. J\IOORE: A similar clause is probably 
contained in the later Act. 

The l'RE~llER: 'l'lw hon. member is not 
honc,t when ho persists in quoting that Act. 

:!'vir_ :VIOORE: The Premier persists in 
quoting the section that suit.; him. I would 
likf' to sec whether there arc not other 
sections ]n that ~.\et with rcga1·d to the rate 
to be levied. In Acts passed in Vic·toria they 
do not plarc unncces~ar5· burdens on the rato
payc'rs \1·itbout giving the ratepayers an 
opportunity of 'aying whdhcr they are 
:tgrec.able to accept the1n or not. In Queens
land we have a different position. The Vic-

torian Act of 1915 was pa,sed for 
[5.ZO p.m.] the special purpose of making 

JHovision to take over the trams 
in 1916, and the provisions I have re.acl were 
included. If the ~.\et has been aJtp,·cd and 
there is no provi.-ion b:- which the rate
pa.yers can be protected, it is most oxtr.a
ordinarv. If that is so, it is the first V1c· 
torian Act I have known >vhere such a con
dition of affairs has existed. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/lar;oe): The hon. member for Aubigny 
would not accept my "tatemont that the Act 
he has been quoting from is out of date. 

Mr. :i\100RE: I do accept your statement. 

The PREMIER: I showed him the copy 
of the later Act I have here, and. even 
though he acknO\>lodgcd that there might be 
such an Act, he wtnt. on quot.in~; just the 
same from the old Act >vhich has been super
seded. This is an Act relatinrr to metropoli
tan tramwavs in VictoriR. It was assented 
to on 7th J;,.nuary, 1919, and is cited as the 
:Yielbourne and Mctropolit[Ul Tramways Act, 
1918. Section 89 is hcadei '• Pro vi .ion for 
~u1·r1l,~s revenues frorr~ tra1~nvay undertak
Ings, and rf':lds-

" If in any year there is a surplus from 
the revenues of the tramwav undertak
ings of the BDard after all past or future 
liabilities properly char.~·eabll' to that 
year (including liabilities for principal. 
interest or sinking fund in l'e· poet of 
anv debcnture6 or stock) have been satjs
fied or nrovidcd for. the Doa1·d-

lu) 'may carry to the credit of tile 
follmvirw year so >cmch of such surplns 
as it thinks fit. but not exceeding ten 
thousand poundc; and 

(IJ) shall ·distribute the "-hole or the 
remainder (as the case may be) of the 
surplus among the municipalities to 
which this division refere, in accord
ance with anv scheme of clistributior,1 
from time to tin«• adoptPd l1y the 
Board, and any sum received by anv 



:::n~·h n1unicipality pursuant to this 
t· Jtl ~hail be app!iL·d by it to\",·ard::.; such 
llUT['O rls the Governor in Council 
<!));n·oYL'S, a11cl not othenYise." 

:'.lo :'.!oCHlE: There is nolhin~ in that a bont 
tlJe p,•,::plr h:1Yi11g a voice in the m1Uer. 

The l'HE \HER: This Act created the 
Tl'llct in :,r,,lbournc. There \\as no poll of 
tLc ratPI)£1\'Cl':) or anvonc (lsc. The Victorian 
GoYenllill'{lt, and ... not the ratepayers, 
appoiut<-•d the Trust, which has plenary 
plnrer ro ley-..~ a prer: pt. 

):lr. 1IooH~: lJoes it say anything about 
any fuf-urc profit going to a Einking fund out 
·of ~,":hich the rn~cs rnay be paid? 

The L'HE:'.HER: :"<o; but there is a pro· 
vioion \\'h< ,·c-b:.· pwfit· may be divided 
between the State con·.olidatf ,_l reYClllW and 
th'• rnunicipal n'venuc. 

~Ir. FLETCIIEH: There is 6on1ething in that. 

The PIUDIIER: lln.lf nf it goc•. to the 
.Sta tc. the \Yhole of any dcficft hcr2 is to 
be up by the ratepayer."-. D{_,cs the hon. 
1nember that the' proYi ion I lwvo 

nin -~ 

V--.-ictorian Act is nwre 
1h n the o_;_t_· \,e arc illcluding.; in 

::\Ir. FLFTC'HCn: Tbc rn.tcpaver in \rictoria. 
6Pb ~nmPthil: '}' back. . , 

Tlu_• PRE::.IIER: :Xo one but the rate~ 
pnyer~ in the lDl'Iropoliian area ·w·ill benefit. 

}fr. FLETCHEH : Thcr(~ is nothing to provide 
for the nth_'Jlnyer.~ .:haring in the profits. 

T''" PR!c:'JIER: On what doee the hon. 
me111bl'r ha c that assertion? 

Mr. FLETCIIETI : There is nothing in the Bill 
providin?" for that. 

The PRE~IIER: vYho will benefit except 
the ratepayers in the metropolitan area? 
The acrntnnlated profits \·:.·ill go to a reserve 
lund. ancl nm:.· be used by the Trust to 
le.~scn the local authorit-:v obligations. 

::\lr. MoORE: They will not go to the rate· 
payers. 

The PRE:'.liER: TlHy may; there is noth
ing to prcyont it under this Bill. If the hnn. 
ru8mber can sho\v that thcro is anything in 
the Dill prilventing the Trust, or the local 
authorities constituting the Trust, from 
dividing the profits to lessen the ratepayers' 
burden, I will be prepared i o a~cept an 
amendment. 

Mr. MOORE: You cannot point out any· 
thing in the Bill which allmn it. 

The PREMIER: If the local authorities 
hold the profits, who else would benefit by 
it': The }oral nuthorities rannot use the 
accumulated profits to reduce the fares; but 
they may regulate their bu~incs'l in any -~~·ay 
the~· like. The Trust may make an annual 
profit and m0 that profit to pay the local 

·a uthori tics 1 rates. 
~;lr. I\.:lXG : Cr ~1 it .:o that? 
The PHE:}IlER : There is nothing to pre

vent it. Doe, not the 'Trust control its own 
funds? If there are accumulated profits, we 
may ha,·c to provide for their distribution 
by legislation; but it is quite evident that 
no one else om get any benefit from those 
profits. The State revenue can get no bene
fit. In Glasg·ow the local government bodies 
havo taken in the :1ggregate millions of 
pounds out of the undertaking. I am not 
justifc·ing this because it is done in Victoria. 
.f only quote that as an analogy. This Tru"t 

is more .liberal than the Victorian Trust, 
because \n that case tho municipal electors 
or ratepayer.'\ do not constitute the Trust: 
yet the,· iU'l' subject to a )lOSoible levy or 
precejlt m· a direct rate lm·icd by the Trust. 
In Adelaide the position is n1oro analon·ous 
to tl.w position here, because the Trust is 
elective. 

:'.h. ~IooHE: Belt the franchise is not the 
san1e. 

The PRE:'.IIER: That is so; but they have 
an elcct!Ye Truet. The local authority revre
scntatlYC8 C'otnposc the Trust here. There is 
ron:u for difference of opinion on this clause. 
I haYe only stated .what the .attitude of the 
GoYernmcnt is. I have listened carefully to 
tho argument~ usc.d. and I <:annat agree to 
accept the amendment. I hope the hon. 
member for Aubig-nv will allow the thinO' to 
Le· clccided. so that~ IVL' can proceed to 

0

the 
other cl a uses of the Dill. 

:}Jr. FLETCHER (Port Cure·,): The Pre
n11er _sa1d there IYaB no+-hing to ~-top the Trust 
handJn!.t oyer to the rate;1ayors profits -which 
aH: rna~e. There i:~ liothing to stop ir doing 
1hat. Doe" the- hon. g ntlt•'Jlan ·think it is 

that the Trust ,-onld cYel' think of 
~0 '? 

The I'HE>IIER: Does not the Trust do it in 
Gla"gOIY '? 

Mr. FLETCHER : The circumstances may 
be elltlrely drllcrent there. The Dill does not 
spccificaiL sa:; th"t rhe Trust shall distribute 
an,· of its r,rr,G rs to the ratepayers; but it 
says that an;· lossoc, ··hall be made up by the 
ratcpayc"s. The ratepayers are not con
sidered in the slightest de~ree until a loss is 
incurred, and then the Trust has power to 
ask tlwm to pay up. The Premier must 
know that that is inequitable and unjust. I 
do not think. that the arguments he used 
have any beanng on the matter. 

}Ir. WILSO~ : The local ct:.c!horities will 
\V:-Lllt cxten~ions 1naLlo. 

Mr. FLETCHER: If the local authorities 
w.u.1' cxt(~nsions rnade 110 doubt they -will 
b n ·i<:- in tl1at ~ns·0 :' bnt, '"0 far as t'he 
fmanclal <:FiH2f't is eouct>rnPd i-hP ratena\'Pr.-'l 
do not eon1P in unle~s lof·,c~ arc: rnad~. V To 
lw q:1itc fair, tlwv sh11uld com" into the 
matter if profits ar'e made: but I hold that 
they ehould not come into it a1> all, and thac 
the echcme should be self-supporting, and 
then 1t would be a sound ... -hem c. 

:Vlr. KERH (Enour;cra): I hope the Premier 
v;i1l not n·main adhrnant on this point, 
bcra use if h c does t ho eb ar~c of inccnsis ccncv 
in policy ag-ainst him , ill Se justified. vYh·a·t 
was the procednr·,· adopted in regard to thC 
gu ,rantcPd raihva: ::> '! Y~~o kiJo"\v that a rnte 
• .. as leYicd through the local ilulhoritics to 
Jnakr- U') anv clcfif'it ''·hich accrued. The 
Go\rcrnnlent ~xiped t-he guarantee prin-
~p1e i~1 co1n· ~'lion "' ·he railway::, and 

tlw· lo~s ineun·ed. was bon~e b the con··aliclatcd 
of th(: SL1tn. The V GoYr·nnncnt arc 

this Bill Dn tlL' local authorities alld 
to 1n:1 kC' thl'rn a rat:' foe ~lny 

If ;, the nolic: .. 
e, it hoL;l d !J·u 

The SECR~TAHY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTIO~: 
\Ylw~ do you F'.Iggc.:;t as an altcrn:..LtiY·.'? 

2' [r. I\::ERR: I suggt ~t as an alternative 
the acceptance of the amenc.hncnt ·which "\Ve 

;:re ell ;•n,,~ing, and making the user,, llay. 
_._..\gain. I aln going to accu.-? the G·oYernn1ent 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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of inconsistency in regard to their polic:>. 
n1ore especially -where they arc not concerned 
thomsl'lvcs. I hope the Premier will do the 
proper thing- in regard to this an1cndrn::nr. 
vVe are getting into the position that lYe do 
not knov.r where we arc in regard ro these 
matters. The Go ernment trcke up an atti
tude in connection with a mati .r th;_v are 
interested in different to the attitude. they 
take up in something thev are not, concerned 
about; but thoro should be a uniform policy 
on their part, so that the p oplc would know 
where the Government stand. \\' o that. 
if this authoritv is included in Act. it 
mav be used. As I have slrtted before, it was 
use~! in Rockhampton. Already the ·mall 
landO\t ner ""~,,;ith t\vo allotn1ents-in 1nany ea·- _'s 
a \Vorki11g man on the basic '\Ynge-is paying 
in sorne of t'10sc areas a gr('Ht rlcal rnorc 
than £10 " vear in rates. Sonhc of the local 
authorities i"u1posc aJ rnany as three spcci<.~I 
loan ratu. Tlw cost of livinc; generally 1s 
tretnenclonslv hitrh. and the State and Fcclc,rnl 
taxation i:5 ~~crv~ hcuv\~. The tin1e is Oj_)por
tune for the Prc~mier t~ accept the anH nchncnt, 
as it will ~ivc pcopk confidence in the State 
if this res;riction is removed. \\'c shall find 
the people in the tran1s saying .. : ~y" wonl!L'l' 
\vhen we shall have to pay a :-pec1al rate tor 
riding in thcsr' tran"!s." It.. is a. r~'a ,ona1Jle 
arn~~ndn1cnt, and the PrcnlH" nnght. 
it, as he has be:;n reasonable to-,la. . has 
met us in a nun1ber of \Yays. In th1::1 prin
ciple, though, the Guvernrnc-nt arc incon-:istent 
with their polio~'· in regard to the guaranteed 
railway"'. \Ye cannot oYorlook the fact that 
thl' Trust will receive £60,000 or £80,000 extra, 
\vhich the present c-ompany ha~ to p:1 y Ill 

British aud Australian taxation. I. do :wt 
think there is any risk. but, if there 1s a nsk. 
it should bo borne by the ll',crs of the trams. 

l\lr. BEBBINGTOX (Draytoii): When .I 
\Yas in Rockhampton a shoyt tin1c ago this 
was a burning question :nth a lot of the 
l'atepaycrs. They complametl about !1nnng 
to pay a tram rate for th<' bcncf1t of tne few 
people who use the trams. The trams only 
go up a few of the streets, yet all the tax~ 
payers have to P!'Y, '.'n~ those \Yho do not 
use the trams th1nk rt IS not a fan· th1ng 
that thev should be called on to pay the tram 
rate. • 

Mr. SIZER (Tw11Zah): This is one of the 
cardinal fntures of the BilL and we bring 
forward this amendment to make the Bill a 
sucre". The Secrctarv for Public Inctruction 
asked ns 1,~,-hat \Ye prOpose- as an alternative. 
This shonld be a business schcn1e, anrl we 
suggest tlu t the precept da use 'houkl be 
deleted. If the Premier will accept the 
amendment he will assist hin1sc lf and assist 
the Trust too, because h;e IYill get more 
efficient mana<,cmcnt from the Trust 'me! 
from the general manager than he ,-,ill g-et if 
he retain, this clause prm·idinc; for the issue 
of prerPpts. I arr1 quite sat_isfiefl. in <. 'HllH'C
tion with our State cntcrpr"es, that 1f they 
<lid not have their lo~~c~ n1adQ up froE1 
revenue, bnt had to rely on thcmsr-lv~s, they 
"·ou]d not b0 :::uch a hv.t··drn on rhc• ~tatt~ 
thcv are. The position in regard to 
RoC.khampton trnn1s is very pertlncnt. Th0 
trams serve a few people there, and the 
\Yholc of tlw fH·oplc h '"" to tlH' tram 
rate just fnr the Fake of thP trnLlS 
running. Thos.:~ who want trannya~~ extcn~ 
sions should be prepared t') pay. 

:Mr. \\'ILSOX: The,- will not be il!lpo,~r1 
upon as they nrc b~~ ·the T?rcscnt 
connE'ction y,cith the rep an~ to 

m 

[Jh. Krrr. 

:'vir. SIZER: The local authorities will 
still have to keep the roads in repair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The tram fares could not be incrca.sed by 
more than .\1, halfpenny. 

::Ylr. SIZ:E'!'t: It might be necee''ary to in
crease tho tram fares a penny or a halfpenny. 
That would wipe out the deficit and crcata 
a surplus, and we could then have fm·thel' 
extension<>,. \Ye \vould also jncreaso our 
surplus because of the exb·.a revenue. The 
Premier pointed out that It -..va:3 nrc:s~a.ry 
to make provicion for the precept, otherw1se 
the Government would have no power to 
stop the Trust from defaulting. The Gov.ern
rncnt arc safeguarded by the po,Yc-r;; JHOYh.L::-_d 
in tho second schedule, whercb:, they un 
s;:-cun~ whatever moneys are due to the1n. 

·The Government have nothing to risk and 
nothin(r to O'ain Lv ren1oving the precept 
frorn fbc Bill. I ~m sure it \vill giYc the 
ratcpa ,-ers more confidence in th~~ under
taking~ and increase the eflieicncy of n1ana,~::~ 
rnent. All the arguments have been in 
favour of the amendment. and I hope the 
Premier will sec the wisdom of accepting it. 

:'vlr. T. R. ROBF.RTS (Ea't Too1coom ba\ · 
I Y\~ould LkP :::on10 inforn1c1tion fro-:11 the 
Premier ; ith rc~';anl to the n1oncy to be 
paid LY the Tnv-t nnr: the datt' it ~.tarts 
fro1n. 'I judge fron1 th___ l'( YtHl~·k~ cf tbn 
Prcn1icr that the payrnents arC' hk<>l~~ to he 
made in diffe-rent arnounts. 

The PRE:IITER: The Trust \Yill carry on and 
pa)· intr~rc.:;t on the an1ount O\Ying. 

1\,Ir. T. R. ROBEilTS: I take it that. when 
the court decides the amount which has to 
lw paid for the purrhase of the tramwa:.-, 
the loc1l authorities will haYP to pay mtcrest 
on the full amount from thf cLv on which 
th0;t' take over the tramv,rays. V 

:\h. ELPHIXSTONE: It will be retrospective. 

Mr. 'I'. R. ROBERTS: That is so. Wh·lt
cvc-r amount is fix0d ln' tlH~ court a~~ com
pensation will haYc to b.e pllid ~y tlw Trust, 
IYith intcrnt added. from the lane that the 
local authorities take over the trarnway. If 
that is not so. I \You1cl like to havo infor
mation from the Premier as to where he gBts 
his authority for making the statement he· 
did in regard to the payment. 

The PR1<:::\1IER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chil/rtrfor): Clf course. there mw;t be .a!" 
interregnum between the date of acqUisi
tion and the date when the compensation is 
fixed; and the company would be out of its 
rcvonue unl0ss some provision \Yerc n1ade to 
give it interest on some arbitrary amount. 
The adjustment will, of course. be made 
su bseqw;ntly, and it is proYided in clause 
17-

" (8.) Pending the final determination 
of the amount of asse,,;ment of purchase 
money, the Tru,t, shall nay to the corn· 
pany half-:vearly out of the rrencral fun~, 
interest calculated as from tho dav speci
fied in the Proclamation in subsection 
ono of c,cction si xte1m hereof referred to 
at the rahl of five pounds ben shillings 
per c0ntnrn per annum. on such sun1 as 
the Tru't. 1vith the approval of the 
Go\'ernor in Council. calculates will be 
the amount of purchas· monev which will 
be a~-:cssed in cash rs afor,, aid." 

It has to be an arhitro.n- amount in the 
intC'rinl nnrl an ndju~tm0nf ha,, to bo Ill'ade. 
nnd intPre::;t in thP nwanHrnc "~ill be paid on 
\\'hat ,,-ill be a s:tfe estimate on the amount 
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.0 f compensation. As to the hon. member_'s 

. contention that there may be heavy losses m 
the early period of the Trust's operations, I 
would point out that the m to rest charges 
will probably be less then than subsequently. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Too1voornba): 
There is another paragraph I would like to 
l'ead-

" Provided always that upon the final 
determination of the amount of purchase 
money-

(1) The Trust shall forthwith pay to 
the company the amount (1! any) b? 
which interest at the rate of five pounds 
ten shillings per centum per annum on 
t.he arnount of purchasr~, n1oney so 
finullv determined under paragraph (i.) 
of slibsection three of section sixteen 
hereof for the period bctlveen the day 
specifted in the said Proclamation and 
the date of such final determination 
exceeds the amount of interest already 
paid by the Trust to the company 
under this subsection." 

The PRE>l!ER: That provides for the adjust
ment. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: That provides that 
the Trust has to pay interest on whatever 
amount of moneY 'is determined by the 
ctribunal to be the· value of the undertaking. 

The PREl\IIER : It has to pay the full 
amount. If the hon. member had been 
]i,tcning he would have seen that in the 
first twelve months-or v, hatever period 
it may be-the Trust will have a better tim·e 
financially than at any. other time, because 
it will be carrying less mtcrest than later. 

JI.Ir. T. R. ROBER'I'S: That is so, if it 
take;; twelve months, but in the next twelve 
months an extra amount may have to be paid 
to make up the interest. The impres·jon 
the Premier gave me was that during that 
period the Trust would pay interest only on 
a certain amount agreed upon by the Gover
nor in Council and the company. 

The PRil~IIER: Ko. The second P'tragraph 
of the subclamc·· showo quite definitely that 
the Trust has to pay on the full amount 
determined as con1pensation. 

Question-Tha,t the words proposed to be 
omitted (Jir. Jioorc's urnen,zmrnt on clause 
26) stand part of the clause-put, and the 
Committee divided-

In division, 
The PREMIER: I declare that, in addi

tion to voting in my own right, I vote for the 
"Ayes" as proxy for Mr. McCormack. 

AYES, 33. 

~1r. Barber Mr. Land 
Brcnnan , Larcombe 

, Bulcock " 
}J cCormack (Proxy) 

Col!ins 
" 

J\fullan 

" Conroy , Payne 
, Cooper, F. A. 

" 
PC'US(' 

Cooper, W. Pollock 
, Coyne 

" Riordan 

" 
Dash Hyan 

" 
Dunstan Rmith 

" 
Ferricks " Stopford 

" 
Foley ., Theoclore 
Forde 

" 
\Yeir 

Gledson 
" \Y C'llington 

, Hartley ., \Yilson 
, Huxham " Winstanley 

" 
. Tones, A. J . 
Tellers: Mr. Bulcock and Mr. Ferricks. 

Mr. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, \.Y. H. 
, Bebbington 
, Brand 
, Cattermull 
, Clayton 
,. Oorser 
, Oostello 
., D('acon 
, Elphinstone 
, Flctcher 
, Fry 
, Green 
, Jones, J. 

NoEs, 29 . 

2lir. Kcrr 
, King 
, Logan 
, M.axwell 
, l\Ioore 
, Peter .. on 
, Petrie 
,, Hoberts, .J. H. C. 
, Roberts, T. H. 
, Sizer 
, Swayne 
, Taylor 
, Yowles 
, \Vurren 

Teller,:· }Ir. Brand and Mr. Logan. 

PAIR. 

Ayc-}1r. Gilday. Xo-Mr. Macgregor. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Clause 26 put and passed. 

Ciauso 27-" E.'xcnzption from taxes, uc."

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I ask the Com-
mJttee to omit this clause '"hon I intend to 
move the substitution 'of the following 
clause:-

" K o taxes other than local authoritv 
rat~:; or ass~ssmonts shall be assof,,ecf, 
lev1cd, or pa1d on Dr in rr,,pect of the 
property or revenue of the Trust." 

The Bill has as its object the m akin rr of the 
tramway undertaking a business conce~n. The 
undertakmg, therefore, should be placed on 
the same footmg· as other public utilities such 
as electric light and gas. The fact th~t the 

local authorities have asked for 
[7 p.m.] ~his. am9ndmcnt emphasises its 

J ust1ficabon. If we examine the 
rates paid last year, we shall see that the 
ratepayers living in the tra.mwav area are 
paying a fairly large tax. There' have been 
increase; since, but the general rate fDr 1921 
was-Brisbane, 6~d. in the £1; South Bris
bane, 6d.; Hamilton, 6d.; Ithaca ?d.· 
Toowong, 5}d.; "Windsor, 6'jd. ; Balmoral', 
5~d. to ?d.; Coorparoo, 5~d.; Enoggera, 6d. 
to Sd.; Kedron, 3d. to 4d. ; Stephens, ?~d.; 
Toombul, 4~d. tD 6d. For that vear £360 638 
was levied, and it says a good' deal for 'the 
ratepayers that the arrears totalled only 
£28,000. That levy works out at £8 per 
dwc•llmg and £1 18s. per head of population. 
I ha vo not had an opportunih- of looking up 
the figures relating tD all th~· States, but I 
hc;Ye turned np tho.jc relating· to Nc,v South 
\\ales, and I find that the taxation of the 
municipalities, inclusive of the City of 
Sydney, is £1 9s. 7d. per head. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S~IITH: Giyc us the 
:!\io!bourne ftgur 'S. 

Mr. KERH: Unfortunateh', I had not time 
to those figur ·s. If eYerv' U' 0r of the trams 

rates to the local authorities. it would 
pure]:: a qu .. stion of. taking money ont of 

one pockd and puttmg 1t into another. That 
y;ill not bo the case, because onlv a certain 
R('ction of the comn1unit:: pay r;l~ \~s. PrBc-
1-ica Jlv th:_• \V hole of the comrnuHih· wiii n1akc 
use of the trams. The n•uo•1nt 'of liabilitv 
that the Trust will be reEeved of by av a·f 
rates to the local authorities amDunt: to 
about £15,000 a year. If that i, so, then that 
monev has to come from somewhere, and it 
can o.nly come from ono section of the com· 
munitv. The Bill was never intended to 
penah~e Dne section of the community. It is 
brought in for the purpose of supplyine: " 
sen·ice to the whole of the community. Tbe 

Mr. Ken·.] 
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local authorities carr ', out various \Vorks 
for rhc benefit of the wftole o£ t.h~ roinrnunity, 
and the whole of the con1nnnritv shou1d he 
compelled to pav for tho;o bonctits. Ail of 
1ny argurnent:~ Uxo snpportcd by the local 
aLtthoritie;, Thc'v haYe rt·k·d for the inclu
sion of thic; an1cn~dn1ent. I hopu the Pren1icr 
will accept it. 

i>Ir. \VJLSO~ (Fortitnrlc rallcy): I think 
I heard the }Jun. Htl'tnb;~r for Enuggcra say 
th<lt amount th8t the l(L'al authoriLiC::s 
wuu1d r·clif..>vcd of in the v .. 1y of ra~t-) 
amounted to ctbout .::15.000. 

:VIr. KERR: l\Iv authorir,· i; the :\[ne '01' uf 
\Yindsor, ·vrho prCpared the~ :::tah:tL ·:nt. 

:VIr. \VILSO~: That figure is .omc hat 
astray of the correc. n1 ~ount. The :.unou11~ 
is about £8.172, divided ox11ong t thi l.'tc,•n local 
authorities. 

ii'Ir. Kn;a : I think tlLTc 1s a pecirtl 
return issncll bv the TrannYa: s Cornpany 
showing the rat'Cj. P<:i~l, and he?'' tlky. ~tre 
divided mnongst, the different loc."i authont1cs. 

:C\lr. \VILS0.0:: I will c·ive the gross cmount 
paid to the City Council. The Tram, .. ays ·Com· 
pany pays 1~ per cent. on 1ts gross carn1ngs! 
and the amount is dividt~d arnu11g ·t the loc:U 
E!uthoriti·L'S according to the length of train
lines within each fll'C '. In 1921 the gro.'S 
t•arnings \Yero £544,827 12-~. ?cl., cut o£ ~,.hi eh 
the sum of £3,172 was paHl for rates. <;nd 
was divided arnong tbirh::'~·n k nl authont1C5, 
The surn of £15,Lv0 is nltc)gc,-hcr av;;·a~. frmn 
the n1ark. Tlw loc·al autbor~tit_., have at all 
tiu1,'S hRd a good dud of contPnt:on with 
the company vvith rC'garcl to rates and to 
roads. 

Right through the whole piece the Tram
wavs Company has had the upper hand, 
notwithstanding that it has had the :ery 
best portion of the road. It h~s ha.d rtght 
of way in the middle of the m am streets .. I 
know that numbers of local authonbes w1ll 
agree with me that grea~, pressure h~d to be 
brought to bear on the lramways_ Co;npany 
in. order to induce them to mamtam the 
roadwav. \\To aJ! know how tho Hamilton 
Town Council wa~ served in that direction. 
r~ehc aruounts recciYed in rntt'-; by the citv 
council from the Brisba.ne Tramways Con'l· 
pa11y during the 1ast fn~c ::ears ha Ye been--

Cro~~s Di·"count. !
1 

l{et An1mmt. 
Amount. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
1918 .. 2.4-10 ;, 6 2H 0 7 2,106 4 11 
1019 I 2.707 17 zl ~'10 15 g 2,437 1 5 
1\120:: I 2,922 17 n' :20i 5 ~) 2,6.;0 12 :~ 
1D21 .. 3,480 ]!) 5' :)JB 1 11 3.132 17 6 
19~2 .. 3,506 18 6 ,; ::,50 13 10 3,237 4 8 

---- ------
Total for 

6! 1,514 
I 

5 years £,15,1±8 18 17 10 113,634 0 8 

I mention thoco fig-ure; to show that the 
rcYcnuc Js still increasing The company 
i, on such a good wicket that there should 
be no doubt a.bout handing the concern over 
to the local authorities. They \Yill have a 
sph•ndid ass CL frotn the \vord " g·o." 

::llr. KERR : According to your figurce3, !hey 
could c ~'ily afford to pay rates to the local 
authorities. 

J\lr. WILSON : I "l!ree with that, and I 
snggrot to the Premier that he acc,pt the 
en\endmcnt. \Ve have a. rig.ht to assist the 
lc·cal authorities \Yhcn we are handing ever 
this business. 

[:lfr. Kar. 

The I'RE}liER: I am quite willing to agree· 
to the amendment. 

Clauee 27 put and ncgatiYcd. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggcra): I be;:; to move 
the insertion of the following new cbuse to 
follow clause 26-

" 1'\o taxes other than local anthorit:;
ra tcs or assessments shall be a ~scssed, 
kvi<:d or paid on or in respect of the· 
propo1:ty or revenue of the Trust." 

New clause (JJr. J(cTr) put aud l):1~~c<l. 
Clause 28-" Erclusirc Tight to construct 

ircun ?cays 1cithin the district of the 1'rvst"-

The I'RENIIER (Hon. E. G. Theod?re, 
Chilla!JOC) : I bog to move the wsortwn .. 
on lin'e 20, after the word .. trannvays," of 
tho words-

" a.nd shall also have the exclusive 
right to mctintain, manage. and operate 
n1otor and hor.se omnibus scrvic•,s and: 
any. ~ik~ publlc passenger conveyance 
scrvlCt>o. 

That gives the loc<d authorities control ove1· 
the modrs of oonvoyance. Tho amen~ment 
has been asked for by the loca.l authontlcs. 

Mr. KERR: I take it that that means that 
the Trust, n1av license any prr~on, other 
than the Trust· itself, to run motor 'buses or· 
horse omnjbuscs. 

'The PREMIER: That is \\'hat it means. 
Amendment (Jfr. 'l'heoclorr) agr''~d to. 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/lagoe): It means that I have a come
qucnti.al amendment to insert here. I move· 
the insertion, at the end of thi cl<E~se>, cf the 
following proYico-

" Pl'Ovided that the Trmt may from 
time to time and for such period. not 
excc~ding five years, and subject to such· 
conditions as the Tru t may 1mpo~e, 
grant to rtny person tlw right to mam
tain, manf!1P, an:l opc'rr~te ~otor ?r· 
horse on1nibns sc-rv1ces or R ny hke pub ... 1c 
pa ~scnger convf'yanco sc·rvicc ·. vvithin the
Di,trict of the Trust and rc(1ull·e tho pay
ment of fees in respect of such nght. 
whether by way of annual fees or other
'"ise. 

" The prov1s1ons of the Traffic Acts, 
1905 to 1916. in so far as they relate to· 
the issue of lice-nses, permits. and re~istra
tions, rend the> appointmc;nt ancl regula-. 
tion of rontcs and pubbc stands, shall 
not apply in respect of moto,-. or horse 
on1nibw~r" or services or any hkc nubhc 
Jlar<q,enger ccmvcyance services 'vithin the
Di, trict of the Trust." 

Amcnrln1cnt (Jir. Throdnre) ngrccd t0. 
C1aU3C 28, as Rnlcnclcd, vut nnc111ilf:;'d. 
Clause 29-" General rnanug11- to be· 

appointecl"-
:Mr. FERRICKS (South nri l)(m, \: 1 move 

the insertion, after line 37, of the follm,-:ng 
new paragraph-

" In maJ.::ing appointn1cnt:;:. tl1P. gr:!le~~al 
n1anager sha,ll not exorcise ny d!SC'l'Imtn

ation against. any pcr'on on the ground 
that such person ceased ,-ode as an 
omplo-,-ee of the company on the occ'"'ion 
of the. tramway strike of 1912." 

The clause providc·s-
" The general mnnagor o,hall DJlpoint 

all engineers, surveyors, inspectors~ 
clerks, collectors, motorrn('n. conductors. 
pointsmcn, and other . officer'! and s;'~··· 
vants necessary for· sucn managen1cnt. 
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Ho genor>tlly controls the work in connection 
with the tramw>tv service. It is well known 
to hon. member;; that, during the last ten 
years, the mc1nbcrs of the tramway service 
who wont on strike in 1912 haYe been black
listed and victimised by the compan:/ because 
thov dared to announce themselves as 
unionists. I cannot conceiye that there will 
be an;.- opposition to the amendment, and I 
trust that the Premier will soo his way clear 
to accept it. There will be a change of 
cirrum~tances gPnC'rally now. and \vhateYer 
anin1us mn'" haYe existed -will now be 
eliminated by !ho knowledg' that Parliament 
has seen fit to rmt an amendment in the Bill 
"·iping out the black-list which operated 
during tho past ten years. 

::\Ir. KERR ('Rno!Jf!'ta): I think it is ::tn 
insult to the Trust to include such an amend
mPnt a• thi-. It is nsel0ss to put it into 
tlw BilJ at all. It ;, absurd. 

The PRKliiER: The Truc;t v:ill not mftke 
appointments. The general n1anager makes 
the appointments. 

:\h. KERR : It is an insult to the general 
manager to ~,ay that he should di::crin1inate 
in regard to ~ornething that happened ten 
years ago. I do not think it is necessary 
to lav claw 1 that sort of thing for the general 
manager. It is political interference at once. 

The SECRET .RY FOR R.ULW.\YS: It is an 
insult to the workers to have the embargo. 

:\It-. KEHR: \Ye should not put such an 
amendment into the Bill at all. If it is to 
be -done, it 'hould bo done bv the Arbitration 
Court. I might just a·· wolf include a cla11- ' 
to give preference to returned soldiers. Vve 
cannot have a clause inserted just because 
we want to go back to 1912. 

::V1r. COLLINS: If I remember Tightly, you 
did not come out of the railways in 1912. 

l\Ir. KERR: Didn't I? I got knocked on 
that occasion, I can tell you. I am satisfied 
that we cm leave the appointments to the 
general n1anager. There is no need to hnYc 
anv di··crimination. I know that some of 
tho,e men ha,·e be011 appointed by the 
Tran1Y·u.ys Con;pany lat?ly. \Ye could inv,jnt 
thothands o£ clause' of this kind to put into 
the Bill, but they are usele•·.i. I do not 
want the Bill to be made political in an,
way; but thi.~ anlenchnc'llt will rnako it 
political. \Ye hav0 diccmscd the Dill from 
a non-party Yicw. and this is raising the 
party i·,LlO at once. I object to such thin-;s 
being put into the Bill, and I seriously hope 
that the Premier ,,-ill not accept the arnend
Incut. 

:ilr. VO\YLES (Dulblf): I am ,-erv much 
of the opinion of th<e hon. member for 
Enogge_:_·a. 

:Mr. CoLLIXS: It Is quite natural you 
would be. 

:\fr. VO\YLRS: \Ye were told at an earlier 
stage of the; debat0. when a suggestion was 
made from this side, that it ,-mul.d be con
si de red as a direction fron1 thr~ Cor:1mittee 
t'J !he general manag·er, and that that was 
undesirable. That was the statement tho 
Premier made in reply to an amendment 
from this side. 

The PR8}JIER: \Vhat '.Vas the amendment? 

:\Ir. VO\VLES : The amendment mm·ecl by 
the hon. member for South Briebanc is evi
dently a compromi- 2 which has been agreed 
to by the Premier as the result of a thr,at 

thrown out bv one of hi-, ow-:-1 supportr'rS. 
Speaking on 1 he ·c'cond reading of thl' B;ll 
last Friclav. the hon. member for Sonth 
Brisbane ~;1.d-

'• The rigbts of thos~ men -..vho w~.~nt 
out in 1912- should be prcocrvod, so that, 
if thcT want ernploynH?11t, tho:v can obt!lin. 
it as soon as this concern is released from 
the control of the Brisbane Tramwa.vs 
Company. I hope that it will be ab.le 
to do that, and in Committee I wiH 
Pndca vour to get as near as pof:sible to 
it." 

" As near as possible" In cans to nutke a 
dirC'rtioll to the general rnanager. 

The PRF:.rmn: Not a. dire.:tion. 

Mr. YO\YLES: In what other '"ay can 
it be made·: \\'hea the hem. member for 
Anbign:v Y a:3 spoaklng on the surne Bill the 
Prernicr Inade an interjection in connection 
with thi, 'ubject, which I \Yill quote. The 
Prernicr interjected-

" The bPot manag·er poesible will be 
appointed, and he will be absolutPly 
independent of Parliament. IV e provi-de 
for that." 

Tlwn the hon. member for Aubigny said-
,, The general demeanour of hon. mem

bers opposite signifies that the position 
will be left open." 

To that the Premier interjected-
'· I \\ill .ask the hon. member to 

support n1e. '' 

What has happened? There is a direct threat 
that something is going to be done relating 
back to ten years ago. For what purpose? 
::\1erely that the hon. member for South 
Brisbane may bo able to justify himself with 
some of his militant electors, who are prob
ably rnembns of a union of the past, aQ<l 
apparently he is doing it at the desire of the 
P:rmnier. 

The PR~~UER: It does not say that the mea 
shall be appointed. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not say it does. Why 
are we referring to -the matter at all? If 
justice is to be done, and a general manager 
is appointed, and it is generally admitted 
that he is a fair man and a good man, why 
should we direct him as to what he is to do'! 
We arc telling him that in the management 
of this concern, which is under the control of 
the Governor in Council-of a Minister to a 
great extent-he is to make discriminations. 

The PRE1UER: No-that ho elmll not make 
djserin1inations. 

Mr. VOWLES: We are telling him that ha 
has got to review the position; and it is pos
sible that, through the interference of the 
frien-ds of these men, others who are now in 
billets will find that, in the exercise_of that 
discrimination, they will lose their billets. If 
it is not for that purpose, why is it proposed 
at all? 

Mr. W. COOPER: Because men have been 
blacklisted for ten years. 

11r. VO\YLES : What is the object of talk
ing about it? Is it not a direction to the 
general manager as to the desire of the 
Government? It can only have one effect
that persons in billets to-day are going to be 
prejudiced. 

Mr. COLLINS : :More cars and extensions 
will be required, and more men will be 
needed. 

Jlr. Vmclcs.J. 
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Mr. VOWLES: In that case I should say it 
ought to bo loft to the general manager to 
get the best men to bring about the best 
resulto; and, if we arc going to give him 
anything in the nature of a direction, ·1re 
shall be initiating a principle which is going 
to be the ruination, not only of the local 
authoritiLcl but also of those persons who live 
in their areas and who have to foot the bill. 
It is a bad principle. We started on this Bill 
in a non-party spirit to bring about the best 
results : but now we are going to mar all we 
have done by introducing an objectionable 
feature in order that the hon. member may 
prove, in some direction at any rate, that he 
has not forgotten, and that he is going to 
carry out ono of those throats which he and 
other men made many years ago-th~t when 
the opportunity came they would get square. 
With whom arc they going to g-et square? 
With whom but the loyal men who stuck to 
the company in a time of trial? The Govern
Inent are going to give the general manager 
directions, if not to discrimjnate. at any rato 
to do something which will put the positions 
of these men in jeopardy. I think that is a 
wrong principle, and the Premier will be well 
advised if fie reconsiders the matter. Appa
rently a compromise has been accepted, and 
I am sorry, because I thought that he asked 
us to support him. 

The PRE:WIER: Surely, you do not want the 
general manager to discriminate? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not. 
The PREMIER: That is all the mendment 

5ays. 
Mr. VOWLES : Why should not a similar 

provi,ion go into every Act of Parliament? 
Whv should it not be a general principle of 
the 'Government or of this House? The Arbi
tration Act itself says that there shall be no 
diseri1nination. 

Mr. COLLINS : There are some who defy 
oven Arbitration Acts. 

Mr. VOWLES: Does that not show that 
there is more in this amendment than meets 
the eye? We have to judge by the spirit in 
which hon. members opposite bring the 
amendment before the Chamber. I think it 
is a great pity that it has come up at all. 
Apparently, it was never intended when the 
Bill was introduced. It was not asked for by 
the local authorities, and every time we sug
gested anythino- to the Premier he has asked: 
" Did the local authorities ask lot· this? " 

The PREMIER: They certainly did not object 
to this. 

Mr. VOWLES: Whv wr:s it not in the 
orif(inal draft of the Bill? 

Mr. FERRICKS : The amendment was 
printed before this Bill was introduced. 

Mr. YOWLES : This threat was made this 
daY week. 

I\,1r. FERRICKS: I had the amendment in my 
pocket long before that. 

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. member says it 
was printed? I say it was not printed. 

Mr. FERRlCKS: I say it was. 

lV[r. VOWLES : Was it printed and circu
latod? It is a most astonishing thing to me. 
We are dealing with a caucus party who go 
into all tho,,e details in camera, and this 
matter was apparently never discussed, and 
the majority of the party never had the right 
to express their opinion upon it. When the 
statement was made by the hon. meml>er for 

[Jlr. rowles. 

South Brisbane, the reply of the Premier
that he \vould stand up against it-met with 
approval from this side of the House. 
[7.30 p.m.] 

The PRE1IIER: Don't twist what I said. 

Mr. VO\YLES: You asked us to help you. 
The PREmER: To retain the powers of the 

gen.ral manager in the control of his staff. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Had 
for South Brisbane 
previously? 

Mr. FERRICKS: No. 

not the hon. member 
made that threat 

Mr. YO\VLES: Yes; the hon. member said 
he \Yas going as near as he could. 

The PRE:\liER : Do vou sa v that the hon. 
member for South Br!sbanc ·has no right to 
rnove an am,endment? 

Mr. VO\VLES: Certainly he has a right 
to DlUYC an arr1cndu1{~nt; but, if he rnakC::s a 
t.hn at und certain action is taken because 
o£ it, v;;o arc here to criticise it. 

The PHE)liER: Keep on doing it. The 
fatuity of your argument is the thing that 
strikes nw. 

2\Ir. VO\YLES: Every time iho Premier is 
cornered he starts on the same line of defence 
-abuse. It does not get him anywhere. No 
person can be read more easily than the 
Premier. I trust the hon. gcntl0man will not 
acce11t the amendment. If he does, he is going 
to mar \Yhat we have done this afternoon in 
trying to make this a work:cblc Bill. 

The PRE:IIIER: Either vou inttmd to allow 
the general manager to 'discriminate or you 
n1ust accept the arncndn1ont. 

:Yir. VOWLES: \Ye do not want to include 
in the Bill anything in the nature of a 
direction to the Trust or the general rnanager. 

The PRE:WIER : It is not a direction. 

:Yir. VOWLES: We want to give them a 
free hand to carry on the business in a 
businesslike \Yav. The general rnanag:..r 
"hould have the 'right to pick and choose his 
nH~n, if he is to make a :3Ucccss of the business. 
The curse of Govcrnrnent ornployment, 1nore 
particularly in the Railway Department, has 
lwcn the fact that the Commissioner has not 
been in tlw position of deciding what class 
of men he sha 11 have working for him; he 
has had men thrust upon him on account of 
their political brand. 

::\1r. C'oLLI:-<8: It must ha Ye been youi· 
politicd brand. 

1\It. VOvVLES: It was not my political 
brand. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your state
ment is entirely fal&e. 

Mr. VOIVLES: I have tho minut<·s of the 
meeting Vi hi eh took place in Ipswich at which 
i.hc rrmnicr \YaS present~! Will giVO thern to 
the House one of these days. I have the 
statcrncnt of the PremiPr about inefficiency 
and the number of hands in the Ipswich 
\rorksho"s who were put in unnecessarily. 

The PHJD!IEH: \'V e dealt with that. 

Mr. VO\\'LES: Yrs. I have the Premier's 
admi·sions aud also the admissions of the 
p;<'ntlemen who told him that he shoul? carry 
cnt the same prmctple that we destred to 
see < arricd out-to put those men on pro
t~uctiro work instead of having two Inon 
doing one n1an's job. If w ~ arc going to 
have that state of affairs in the tramways, 
God help the concern. If you are not going 
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to ha vc n1cn who are efficient, if you are 
not going to get the best men, it will be like 
other Guvc·rnment enterprises-it \vill end in 
disa~tcr. 

The Pm: .nER: \Vhat is there in this ltmend
n1ent that prevents the general rr1anager 
·-Obtaining efficient n1en? 

.Cdr. 1'0\YLES: It is an interference with 
:1irn. 

The I'HE}!IEll : It is not. 

JI.Ir. YO\YLES: Do·s the hon. gcntlcmltn 
mean to tell me that people in those positions 
are not guided to a very great extent by 
the dr·,ires of the Governor in Council'? \Yhen 
yon propose to put F'Jll1?thing into the J?ill 
vvhich is as close as you can get to compell~ng 
the general rnanager to 0111ploy C(;it.fUl~ nteH 
who \YCnt out for certain reasons n H!JY :n·a1·::; 
ago-if that is not a direction, I would like 
tu lnHFV what is. 1-:It...ll. llJt'.lLlH' oppo~,lfe 
would ha.-e gone the whole hog if thr• 
Industrial Arbitration Act had allowcvj them. 

Mr. \YILSOX (Fortitude T'alley): I am 
--ome"hat surprised at the attitude taken up 
bv the hon. member. In one breath he says 
there is nothing in the amendment and that 
it is useless, and then he lay~ great stress 
on it:ii irnportance. The sn rne rPrnark \vas 
})asscd b.v thl' hon. Inetnbcr for 1£noggcra. 
The amendment does not say that the loyal 
\Yorkers of the TranT\vays Company arc going 
t J be interfered with in .any shape or form; 
all that it asks is that, in making any fresh 
appointments, no discrimination shall be 
made against these other men. The leader 
·of the Opposition kr,ows as w;•lJ as I do that 
an embargo has been hanging over the heads 
of these men for the last ten years. There 
were 570 odd men who went out on strike. 
Something in the neizhbourhood of seventy 
·or seventy-/h-e were willing to go back at 
Dl10 timP, but Mr. Badger had decreed that 
they should not be employed, and they were 
debar!·ed from obtaining such employment 
right tht·ougbout Australia. The Tramways 
Company has absolutely prohibited those 
men from joining up for the last ten or 
twelve years. Is that a fair thing 1 Do hon. 
members not think that they have li.-ed down 
n.ny 1nistake~if a mistakp \Vas n1ade? l-Ion. 
members opposite profess to have the 
iRternts of the workers at heart. Are thev 
going to keep thi. over the heads of those 
men"? Arc they going to crush then1 and 
never g-ive them a chance? Suppose the 
present general 1nanager is retained b:v the 
Trust. }-le will alreadv have dealt with the 

-case of those men, and would ther< be any 
<:banco of their g·etting- back 9 T!10se uu n 
have boon victimised for over ton vcars. \Ve 
arc not asking that they be rein~iatc\1; but 
we arc asking that, if any new appo;ntmcnts 
arc to be made, the general mana!!cr ·lu:ll 
not oxC'rc1se any discriminat,ion. Surely hon. 
members on the other eido must ha,-e a· spark 
Df feeling about them. \Vh,- are they intro
·ducing into thr· debate this bitterness against 
men who Wt'rc only sticking out for their 
rights? With their tongues in their checks, 
they Eay thPy are in favour of the workers, 
"nd that they are out to giYC> tho workers a 
fai1· deal. They say they are a party who 
bcUeye in tho ·workers. If extensions are 
going to be ma.de and extra car..:; lHlt on, v:hy 
should these men be penalised? \Yhy all this 
'bitter feeling? I am •,nre that the Premier 
has met hon. members opposite pretty well. 
\Yith the ~xcoption of one or two, he has 
readily accepted their amendment,. 'l'his 
will not interfere with hon. members, with 
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the Tra1nvvays Con1pany, or with anyone else. 
\\'hy will they not bo men and sav that there 
i -, nothing in it '! \Vhy crucify those men for 
all time 'I The Premier has said that he is 
agreeable to accepting tho amendment and 
I hope he ;,-ill ,;tick to that. I hope th,;,t the 
Premier will accept tho awondment, and that 
hon. members opposite will change the-(r 
nunds and adopt a humanitarian ~pirit and 
not l'ead something into this amendment that 
is not there. 

J\Ir. VowLEs: It is the outcome of a threat 
by one of your own mernbers. 

Mr. \YILSOX: It is nothing of the sort. 
Th? hon .. n1c1nbcr is taking up a ,vrong 
"tt1tude altogether. If hon. members would 
consider the 1natter in their calmer 1nornents, 
they would see that thoro was nothing in it. 
Bury the hatchet now that we are starting 
afre'·'h, and do not continue to penalise the 
1nen. 

IIox. \Y .. H. BARXES (JJulimba): I am 
sure there Js not an hon. member who will 
not "dmit that once a man has pai-d the 
penalty. no matter what it is for, he is then 
entitled to get a fair deal. I think in 
British fairness one must admit that. I 
had something to do with the 1912 strike 
and I do not think that men should b~ 
pcl:'-lliscd bccalbO they participated in that 
stnkP. But by accepting the amendment 
you are introducing politics to some extent 
into this tram way business. \\T e have been 
di, 0 ussing two or three things this after
noon. and one of the things was that the 
general manager, \vhoover he may be, is 
to have full and complete control without 
any inflnencc whatever. The hon. member 
for Fortitude Valley said that there were 
some scyentv nH'n who \Vent on strike who 
are iitiil de~irous of being re-omplo.-ed by 
the Tramways Cornpan;c. " 

Hon. \Y. FOHGAN SMITH: I£ t.hese men are 
suitable for re-employment, why should they 
not be re-employed? 

Hox. W. H. BAR:'i'ES: I am not arguing 
that they should not be re-employed. If 
the amendment is. put in the Bill, and the 
Governn1ent appoint a general manager, 
and say, "~o,v, look here, you are going 
to have a free hand to get tho best men," 
what would the general managc>r do? If a 
man "-ent to the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley for employment, I tako it that one 
of the first things that hon. member would 
do would be to make inquiries as to whether 
that individual was suitable for that par
ticular work. ::'don often come to us for 
references, and I have often given references; 
but I am very careful, and, if a man comes 
to me whom I d.o not know, I do not give 
him a rdorence. It would not be fair to 
do so. The man who will be appointed t.o 
control thie great undertaking-it is a groat 
undertaking-will be a. fair man. 

::Yh. RYAX: If he is like Mr. Badger, he 
will not be fair. 

Hox. vY. H. BARNES: There is no need 
to dra,,- :VIr. Badger's name into this dis
cus··ion. I a.ssume that he does not want 
thP job. and I assume that he is not going 
to be ap]Jointed. \Yhen a man is appointed, 
he should be a man possc.,ing the neceemry 
qualifications. If this amendment is 
inserted in tho Bill. the general manager 
·will say, "T.he House in Comrnittee cer
tainly had in view that I was to do c0rtain 
things." Is that a fair wav to start with 
an undertaking of this kind? 

Hon. W. H. Barnns.l 
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Ho.n. \V. FORGAX S)!!TH: The clause only 
prondcs that the general m&nager shall 
not discrin1inato against those 1nen. 

Ho::-r. W. H. BARI\ES: I again assert 
that if a man pays the penalty for anything, 
he shoul.d not be penalised by being refused 
work. 

Hon. W. FORGAN S'liTH: T,hat is all that 
the amendment sa .. :s. 

I-IoN. vV. H. EAH;\TES: \Ve have already 
pa,sed a clause to-day saying that the man 
who is going to be appointed as chairman 
of the Trust is goiug to be appoiutcd by the 
Government. \Vhat position doeo the chair
m.an of a. cornpany occup~7 in connection 
vnth the 1York of a company? Those who 
have to do wit,h public compt~nies know that 
the chairman largelv direct- the conduct 
of the cornllll.llJ'. His ·PL ,itiorr to some extent 
is very much greater than th:; to f the general 
1nauager,. I do. not \vunt to rnake any 
observaJions against the hon. rnember for 
South Brisbane for introducing this amend
ment. The leader of the Opposition is just 
a.., Fincore in anything bt: f'ay· as I am, and 
I have no rig·ht to eit in judgment on him. 
Ilo is right in ~a:ving- that if we insert this 
arncndrncnt we shaH b0 doing ~0111ething 
political, while our aim is not to bring the 
Trust under any political influence. 

:\Ir. \\'ILSOK: \Vho is moking it politic&!? 
1\lr. GLEDSON: The Opposition. 

Hox. \V. H. BAR:::\ES: No; the Premier 
will be making it political if he accepts the 
amendment. \Yhy should we bring into this 
debate something which should be buried? 
C~nnot 'CC say, ''.Let bygones be bygones"? 
We are not bnrymg it. \Ye are reviving it 
in a vcr:; distinct form bv putting it into 
the Bill. l do not want the hon. member 
for Fortitude Y:t!lev to sav that we on this 
side arc any less con111assio~nate tov;ards men 
\Vho rnay have made a n1istakc. 

Mr. FOLEY: Then, \vhy argue' 

Ho~:. W. H. BARNES: I3ecrmsc this 
amendment will be a dititinct blot on the 
Bill. 

:\lr. FOLEY: It is the hon. gentleman's pure 
cussedness. 

Eox. W. H. I3)lHKES: I want to deal 
fairly with thitJ rnncudrnent. I an1 not 
going to say that the men who went out on 
strike and stood loyally to their union 
should be blamed. Probablv if I had been 
in the sa1nr position and h~d been a union
ist, I \vould have done the same thing. 
I3ut by adopting the arnendn1ent you are 
practicall.v branding the men \rhom you 
are askwg the companv to take back. Thev 
will be imm.diatclv ·branded when thcv 
apply for work. rt' would be much bettc1· 
if this amendment was loft out. The men 
could c-ome forward an cl c iV that they h&d 
done the work and that they wero capable 
of doing it again. The general manager 
should be untmmmelled. 

The ATTORXEY-UE~ERAL : Arc we not 
removing the brand' 

. Ho:-.:. ~V. H. DAR~ES: No; you are con
tmumg It. 

Hon. \\'. FORGAX So-nTH: All the amend
ment does is to remoYe the brand that now 
exists. 

Hox. W. H. BAR;.;Es: I can only say 
that it appears to me to be a blot on the 
Bill, and I believe the members of the Com-

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

mittee in the days to come will fed that 
they have put something into the Bill which 
It would be yerv much better to leave out. I 
\\ant to emphasise that I am not against 
the men being employed, but this amendment 
is binding the Trust; it is tying the hands 
of the general manager, and is altogether· 
a blot on the Bill. 

J\lr. "\Y. COOPER (Rosewnod): I can speak 
fPelingly on this amendment. because at 
one time in mv life I had the misfortune 
to suffer iu <1 s(Jmewhat similar direction as 
the Tram'.\"ay Company employees suffered 
in 1912, •when they went on strike. 'I 
feel that hon. rnen1.bers opr)Osite. in opposing 
ibis an1endn1ent, are not sincere, because 
most of them have stated that thev have 
no objection to the employees who w~nt out 
on strike in 1912 being reinstated by the 
general manager when the business is handed 
over to local authorities. Hut the unfor
tunate thing is that we do know that in the 
past men haYe done things, perhaps justifi
ably, and they have been victimised by their 
employers through spleen and malice, and 
some of thorn have been driven out of their 
native country, "\s a matter of fact, there 
is a law w hi eh provides a penalty for any 
rnan \vho makos a statemeut about a n1an 
v ho ha o, ''2rved a sentence for doing some
thing that was ·wrong. The question arises 
whether these employees ,,·ho went out on 
strike in 1912 were wrong. In my opinion 
they were right. Thev had a perfect right 
to take up the stand that they took up and 
to cease \YOrk i£ the rrrnln\vays Co!llpany 
1vas not treating them in a proper manner~ 
If Mr. Badger happened to bo selected as 
general manager for the Trust, do you think 
for one moment that anv one of these men 
vvould have an opportunity of \Yc;rking 
for the Trust? All we arc asking for is an 
equal opportunity for all, and no discrimina
tion. 

Mr. KERR: Does not the award provide 
for that? 

~vlr. \V. COOl'ER: The award has nothing 
to do "ith it. A man does not come under 
the a\Yard until such time as he receives 
employment. The Arbitration Court does 
not prov-ide that a mlln shall be employed 
if any emplo:'ct· does not sec fit to employ 
him. The unfortmlatc pMt is that there is 
110 ]ay· \Yhich compels a man to employ 
another, but there is a law whi<'h compels 
a man to vyork whether he likes it or not. 
That is the law of necessitv. A man has 
eith,:r to become a pauper ai::.d receive doles 
from the Gon,t·nment, or he is compelled to 
work for a living or go to gaol. It appears 
to me that hon. members opposite have no 
humanit_c- at all. As far as I remember, all 
the trouble was because the men wore a 
ccrtai11 badge, and because these men \Vere 
loyal to the union, the;· were victimised, 
and hon. members oppo6itc want to keep it 
up after ten ('Oars. They claim th&t they 
arc democrats, yet they take up that stand. 
I hope the Premier will accept the amend
ment, and that it will be included in the 
Bill. 

J'vlr. KI~G (Lnqan): I am very sorry 
indeed that the hon. member for South 
Brisbane has seen fit to moYe this amend
ment. becau'O I do not think there is anv 
necc·-,ity for it. \Ye have heard a lot df 
remarks by hon. members on the other ,ide 
in connection with the strike that happened 
ye-ars ago. The right3 or wrongs of that 
strike do not come into consideration at the 
present time. The conditions have changed. 
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The hon. member i-J starting ont in this 
amendment by condemning the T_rust from 
its very inc0ption by castn1.g ~usp1c1on ~Ill the 
Trust and assuming that lt :;s ~1ot go1~1g to 
do its Jut....-. It rnnst be bo;·nc 111 rumd .h, r 
when this" Dill becomes bw. the conditions 
\l';ll be alto: ether different from the c;ndi
ti~n- that p

0

I'8Yail to-day. 
Mr. CoLLINS: Are not all la,Ys paesed to 

n1ake us do our duty? 
Mr. KI~G: There arc some thin:;-s that 

wo do not require to. be told to do. No 
hon. 1:.1~~rnber on Hns s1de believes 111 

di8crin1ina tion. 
The ATTOBNEY-0ENER\L: If you oppose this 

nrncndn1e11t the inference is that vou support 
J.iscrirninadon. V 

1\Ir. KI'"O : Only a jaundiced mind will 
come to that conclusion. I do not ~.vant to 
Jiscriminate in any shape or form, but I 
say it is unnecessary to tell the Trust that 
it must do its duty in this respect. The Trust 
will be composed of two members appomted 
by the Go,-ernment and six . members 
appointed by the local author;tJes. The 
general manager of the Trust <~·ill be under 
the conlml of the Trust, and if lw does some
thing which ho should not do-if he sho:.vs 
discrirnina tion in the cxc-~ut1on of ln~ duties 
-he is liable to dismissal by the TrusL 
"Cuder tho rrramiYUY'-' Con1pD.ny ::.\lr. B ·dger 
WJS boss; he was pradically dictator. vYi!l 
an\ 1"ocl \ nF u1ne for a rno1nent that the 
gri1eraf rnanagcr of th,? Tru•t IYill LP a 
rhctutor or will h2-Ye the 5':1nre po\Yers that 
}.~fr. Rac1g£'r hnd '? 

:Vfr. BRE'iXAN: Ho h"s g-reat powers. 

'Ir. KI""JG: Of comse he has great powers. 
:\1r. Badger could not very 1ve1l sack hin1self, 
lmt the Trust could Yery soon sack the 
g0neral manager if he did not do his duty. 

1\Ir. FER.UCKS: The Tru·~t cannot interfere 
with the appointment of th<: men. The 
general rr::.cnager avpolnb:; the men. 

1\lr. KI:\G: Quite so, and the Trust, 
which has the right to appoint the general 
manae-er, wili also be able to sack him. 
Surcl~~ you are going to plac,'J confidence in 
the Trust? 

Mr. BREX~AN: You are not trusting the 
Trud. You are tru;;ting the general 
manager. 

Mr. Ke\G : I am trusting the Trust to see 
that the general manager does his duty. It 
is a very bad thing indeed to ,tart off by 
casting suspicion on the T1·ust before it is 
appointed. 

lllr. BREXNAN: We are not casting sucpicion 
on the Trust. 

:'llr. KI::\G : You a>·e ea ,ting snsr>icion on 
the rrrust, and you are [l~':!Ulllillg that the 
officers of the Trust are not going to do their 
ciutv. It is absurd to sav that. l• hc,n. 
UlC1~1bcrs on this side a1·C not in 
Yrith this an1onchnent, ihey arc supportir~g 
\~ictimi~ation. \Ye arc against the r:uncnd
rnent sin1ply bccaufe \VC ask mc1nbers on the 
otlwr sid0 to ,hov.' conf,clencc in their Trust, 

which they stty th_,_- have_ The 
[8 p.m.] GO\-ernment have no right to 

dictate to the Tn"t as to how 
to carrv on its dutie"'. It has certain pre
scribed~ po': er~ and must act -vvith-in those 
po'' 'r-'- \Ve must place sufficient confidence 
m the Trust to believe that it will carry out 
its power' as defined in the Bill. The Pre
:nicr has been gracious in accepting a 
number of amendments; but if he accepts 

thi.-: an1cndment, it will irrnnediately cast a 
Yc•il c•f suspicion over the Trust ;cnd th 
~·,:ncn:d n:!nnag(_·r. 

~h. STOPFOHD (.liount :llnruan): The 
hnn. ttlr.rubcr who has just l'L'' umcd his sent 

that we aro eudeav ... ,<Iring to diC"t ~_re 
to g·encral nutuagcr. \\'hat tho hon. 
rncn1bcr for South Bri'3bane is trying to do is, 
to rectify a ·wrong which has existed for ten 

.l\Ir. Kt:-:G : The rong en nnot bo per-
pctuatcd. 

)Ir. STOI'FORD: It can. he perpetua-ted. 
\Ye im-d the rc'ponsibility of rectifying nn:.
\vrorJg ,vhich cxi~ts, and it is not our dnt~ 
to cast the rc•sp._r_-;ibility on to any Tr:.tst 
or n1anagcr \Yho may be in charg0. 

Mr. KtXG: Whom was the wrong done by
the company? 

:'llr- bTOPFORD: Th _ possiuilitics are 
thdt manv of the c;taff subordinates of :Mr. 
Bad,_•.lr ":ill cuntinue in tho employ of rhe 
Tru~t, and \Vill naturally perpetuate the 
pulic;- \.hich v. as dictated to them by Mr. 
Badger and the American methods of Yictim
i~,atiou which he i11trotiuceJ inio Quoen~land. 
1:-lon. nren1bers oppo3ite ~tutc that a life 
sentence on these rrreu is a11 unju::;t sentence. 
lf we oubscribe to the illjustice of the sen
tence irnposcd on these ruen, \VC should 
realise our responsibility and rernove the 
illjustice, and hand the trams to the genend 
manag-er without that blot upon them. Hon. 
ll1Ctllber.:3 oppo~Jto say that wo "-1'0 tying the 
ha11cls of the general rnanager. The geneL·ai 
rnanager has not been appointed )·;.;t, and 
\'-hen he assuu1e3 the resporBibilit:· of man
agern€nt, let it be \Yith a clear co11tract laid 
clm.-n under the provisions of the Bill. The 
hon. member for Bulirnba took a yur ,- active 
part in 1912, a:1d I beJie,-e he was 6~crobry 
!or Public \Yorks and suspended the wages 
b-mn-J., awards during- the period of the 
strike. 'fhe hon. gentlenutn dicl 1101 curry 
auy ,-indictive ,pint beyoHd the period of 
the ~trikc; but here in a public utility \vhlch, 
through the short-sightednus of the people 
in putting the wrong Government into power, 
pa,sed out of the hancL of the peopk into 
the control of a company, tho general 
manager of which has been practically able to 
i1nposc a Eentencc even equal to death
because. if you deny a ma,H the right to 
\vork, you sentonco hjn1 to den th aud you 
ecntence every dependant of that man--

.:\Ir_ Krxa: You do. 

Mr. STOPFORD: If the ·'&-me sntem of 
Yicti1ni~ation had been general a1nollg othel~ 
employers in the State, thooe men could uot 
lHtYe got emp!oymeut. to keep their children. 
H \\ e subscribe to the theorv that the 'sen
tence is unj ctsl, \VC have a_ duty to pm· form 
to rcmoYc the inju_tice_ 

)h. J. IL C_ ROBEHTS (l'itts<corth): It 
e2cms to me that the hon. member for South 
Bri;bauc, \vho n1o\·rd the arnendment, and 
hon. rnen1bers opposjtc. who support hin1: 
:-bow that tltev belieye there is not a man to 
be found who is not pi·epared to victimiso 
the'_)c 1nen. 

::.Ir. PEASE: It is rmno\·jng an injustice. 

Mr. J. H. C- RODEHTS': I claim that it 
is not an injtu~ticc. Hon. n1crnbers opposite 
want to lead the people of Queensland to 
believe that no Trust can be appointed 
which is not prepared to carry out what 
thev call the yictimimtion svstem which 
exi;ts in connection \vith the ~trannvays ctt 

.Mr. J. H. C. Robcrts.1 
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the prccent time. In this amenclment tlwre 
i5 a distinct direction that a certain course 
shoulcl be pursued. l'c;rooually, I feel certain 
I am spt a king for hon. nlCnibcr~ on this side 
when I say that l ncYcr dreamt that th'·"·o 
>Yould b0 ~ny Yictimi.ation of anybody. \Vo 
do not believe in it. 

:'vir. FERRICKS: It ha.s been going on for 
the last t0n year.~. 

J\Ir. J. II. C. ROI3EllTS: Thoro ha Ye bc·•n 
case-s of victin1isation bv the Governn1ent 
,,·ithin tbo la~t n1onth c~r t\"ro. T~,kc tho 
case of :\lr. Anr!re"·, and JUr. Edwarr!s who 
\Verc sacked. l-Ion. n1ernbers f,ay tha't the 
Tramways Con1pn,ny has preYented these 1nen 
fron1 earning their living. I-Iow has it pre
vented .thmn fron1 earning a liYing? Sirnpl:v 
by say111g that they were not to be To-mn
plo~·otl'i If they say that that preyents them 
fron1 earning a living, it is ridiculou.,. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Did you get an inspiration 
from tho hon. member for Oxley? 

:\llr. J. H. C. ROBEHTS: I would sooner 
have one inspiration from the hon. member 
for Oxley than six from the hon. member for 
Bowen. because oue from the hon. member 
for Oxley is worth six from the hon. member 
from I3owen. The hon. member for South 
Bri,bane will remember the time when the 
late Colonel Evans was appointotl Commis
sioner for Railways. \Vhat was one of his 
first actions? It wa, to whitewash everv 
man in tJ:e service-to wipe ~mt every bad 
mark agamst CYory employee m the railway 
serviCe. Hon. m em hers opposite lead us to 
bclwve. that the Trust will exercise a.ll the 
vmdictn·.eness it can bring to bear upon the 
seYtnty-hvo men who 'vere victimised. in 
1912. and who, it has been stated. were will
Ing a_t one time, at any rate, to go back. If 
that 1~ so, the bo,t thing wo can do is to let 
the T:l!ll go to " pot," and allow the present 
-con1pany to carry on. 

~l[r. BRExx,:K :. That is what ycu want-
you want YJcbrn1sahon. 

1\Ir. J. H. C ROBERTS: We do not. 
If ~hP hon. member for South Bri1bane has 
::.. 1 ~Cf1 a poor ('lJllliOn of his fello·vv me-n as to 
belloYe that it is impossible to find a Trust 
wh1c:h will carry out its worl< fairlv and 
squ0rely, antl giYe a fair deal to~ CY·crv 
~ect1on of 1he conununity. it is hard linOs 
for the State of Qu('cnsland. 

jUr. FEI~RrCKS: Like the Company has been 
-do1ng dunng the last ten vcars. 

:'vir. J. li. C. ROBERTS: I am not going 
to adm1t that these men wore refused "·ork; 
they ·were prrvcntt_,d from obtaininO' work 
tbrou.:::.·h one avenue. only. ju~t the s~1n1e as 
hon. nwmbc1:: oppo~Jte sav that, becau ~e an 
unfortunate farmer owns >m acre or two of 
land. he should not go on the labour market 
for the purpose of earning wa.,.es. The other 
side victin1isc him eYerv d~v. The hon 
memLer for Toowoomba,' tho 'hon. mcmbCI: 
for J3mycn. and other hon. members oppo,,ito 
repeatetll~c tell us in this House that the 
farmer:;:. Rhou1d not bo al1ov,'cd to ,,:ork on 
railv;a~T COllAtrnl 1ion \vork. Ilon. rnernhcrs 
opposite say. "\Yl" should the farmer be 
allowed to work on railway construct-ion 
wh0n they ha\T·~ fariP."s of th0ir ovyn? " Thcv 
will eot let them \nJrk. Thev Yictimise th.n 
farmers. l-Ion. men1bers op~posite prevdnt 
those mC'n frmn _arn1ng a living. 

Mr. BREXKAO<: You can talk that wa,,, 
~lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Surely th.o hrm. 

member. for Toowoomba tloos not begrudge 
me talkmg that way. Ke knows that when 

[2l,ir. J. H. C. Roberts. 

tho Oakcy to Cooyar line "'"' being lJnilr. 
and \vhcn the C'ccil Plains lino was Leing 
built, the farn1crs, \rho were hard pressed 
for money, v;- ~·re anxious to earn sonw rnonev 
on raihvay construction y,'ork. Thcv werit 
with their sons and their hor.,es an(J dra vs 
to do the railvra:; construction vvork, b~lt 
they \Yerc told they could not. g<>t work. 
l~eprcscntations were rnade to tho engined'S 
in chu.r:re that, bc-cau~~c thci'c IllC'll O\Yncd 

land antl had farms, the:· should not be 
n llo\YCcl to go on to th0 labour rnarkct. \Ye 
kno\Y th.>t the Au tralian \\"' orkcrs' Luion 
prC'Y._nt.-3 mauy fanners who are decent 
shcar.2rs fron1 \YOrking at that occupation. 

l\1r. I)ASH: You are wrong. 
Mr. J. II. C. ROI3ERTS: It is nothing but 

victi1nisation. yet hon. 111 rr1bers oppo~itc 
t.rdk abont victin1isation. I trust that the 
hon. member for South I3risbane will hayo a 
bctt.cr opinion of the men "ho are going to 
form the Trust. The man who is going to be 
general manager is not g·oing to bo so small· 
rnindcd and little in his actions as to ren1 -1nber 
a mistake that the men made ten years ago. 

:\Jr. FERRICKS : It hrts been remembered 
against thCid eYer since by the Company and 
its staff. 

:'.lr. J. H. C. HOBERTS: The hon. member 
for South Brisbane will gi' e hon. mmnbers on 
this side this much credit: that, although 
there arc men who may be vindictive, we are 
not yindictive. Personally, I am not one bit 
vindictiYe. It seems to rnc that we are 
adding an insult to the Bill. \Ve have done 
all rig'hl all da:.·, and now comes this amend· 
ment. ',vhich is more or less a direction to the 
incomin()' Trust and to the general n1anager 
that the~·c must bo no victimisation. Have 
hon. mcn1ber ,. opposite such a poor opinion 
of the n1an \1 ·ho is going to be general 
1nanager? There is a subtle insinuc1tion in 
the amPndnLnt that tho general rr1anagcr, 
whoeYcr he rnay be. is going to r~m.err1per 
f'Oinething against a fc,v rnen regard1n~ _wh~t 
happenPd ten years ago. The probability 1s 
that he "ill not rememb r them. 

)Jr. :FEHRlCKS: Some of his subordinates 
\Yill. 

:\lr. J. II. C. ROI3ERTS: Probably you 
n1ig:ht g~t a n1a_n str~ng enough. to sa.,..Y th0-t 
he 1s .;ou1g to start ad over aga111. ltc w1ll 
say tllat. as it is a new Tru·t or a ne,,· 
coi.·poration. it is better to start on new 
ground. He >Yill probably cay, "We arc 
gain;; to start thn1g~ on a ,~an footn1g- ar:d 
cri ve cy, rv man a fan deal. I feel certam 
that the general manager will carrv. m.1t the 
f"trne principle that Colonel EYans d1d ID the 
llailway Repartment, and that he wdl 
eraclic1te the mictake of the past and start 
with a c~r'"'rl sh::ct. 

Mr. I3RENNAN (7'oo11·oomba): I do not 
agree with hon. n1en1bers frorn the other side 
>Yith their calamity cry. \Ve owe a duty to 
the \rorkers who sent l.!S to Parliament. 
(Opposition laughter.) I do not know how it 
is that hon. n1embers opposite always p-et so 
annoved \vhen \Ve refer to our obli;atjons 
a,nd our dutv to the workers. 

Mr. SrZER,: Because you forgot it so often. 
Mr. I3RE1\NA='I: 'I'he hon. member 

\" anted to be a H!cmher of an organisation 
himself onco. The hon. member for Pitts
worth referred to the fact that farmer, wore 
preYented from working on railway construe· 
tion \YOrk. I remember the time when the 
farmers were guaranteed Ss. a bushel for 
their wheat and they all had good crops, and 
they wanted to work on rail way construction 
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work and so prevent men who usually 
followed this work from getting employment. 

Mr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: What date was 
that? 

Mr. BRE}\'"NA:.l: October or November 
la,t-before tho harvest took place. I 
remer:1ber it Yery well. They wanted to go_ 
on rallway construction \York. Thev bcca1ne 
mc•mbers of the Australiccn \Vorke;s' Union 
and . bought their tickets, but they wec•1 
depnvmg unfortunate men who followed up 
that sort of w_ork from getting a job. There 
were many raJlv, ay worker:: loo kinO' for \vork 
-married men with >vivos and children-vet 
the farmers with big farms wanted to get 
the railway work. 

Mr. J. Il. C. RoBERTS: How many big 
farmers were there? 

Mr. BREN?\AN: About five of them. 

lYir. J. H. C. ROBERTS : Can you name any 
of them? 

Mr. BRENNAN: I can if I like. At any 
rate, they had 100 acres of wheat. I do 
not blame the farmers for gottinz railway 
work If they cr.n. Good luck to them! But 
I did 110t want them to prevent men who 
were out of v·ol'k frmn getting a job. 

Mr .. J. H. C. RoBERTS: You know the 
fanncr'5 wheat is never safe until it is in 
the bag. 

:\Ir. BR_R:\'XAN: The wheat is quite safe 
·when Jt JS msurcd against hail. .·I..Jl the 
reawnable farmers like myself wero insured. 
(Laughter.) Hon. memberJ opposite look on 
the workers of Q~eensla.Ed as so rnany dl'ugs. 
Tht; arr~ondment Js ': p_orfect)y legitimate one, 
as 1t >nll nreYent YJctnmsabon. It will be a 
direction from the Trust to the general 
manager that there must be no victimisation 
There arc very few of tho men left as som~ 
have died, some have loft, and others haye 
secured 1nore rcn1unerative position,". 

Mr. J. H. C. ~-~BERTS: What did you s>ty 
aJ:lod _Exley 1n loowoomba 9 \Vas ho not 
v!ct!Ll1~sed at your instigation? He was 
VJCtlmJsed for a speech he made when you 
were. present. You threatened him t'hat 
cvenrng. 

Mr. BRENNA:'\: The amendment 1s a 
rcasonabl e one. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Sit down! Sit down! 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BREN~Al\i: We do not want any 
victirnisa tion. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROEERTS: What about Exlev? 
\\~as he not victimis<~d in Too>Yoomba? 
D1dn't you victimise him at Toowoomba "! 

Mr. BHENXAN: I did. 

:Mr. ELPHIXSTONE: You arc coming prctt:;' 
low. 

Mr. BREN:\'"AN: Any man emplm·ecl bv 
the. GoYcrnn1ert 'vho goc.J out~ anJ 
deliberately rnaligns. n1jscoustrues, and rnis
statc' facts again t thi::; GoYcrnn1cnt in such 
a way a,s Exley did shonld not on! v have 
been victiu1ised but ·.acked. ~ 

l\ir. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: \\'oulcl YOU sack 
him 'I • 

J\Ir. BRE:'\KAN: I would have sacked 
him, if I h~d had m,· Wly, for his conduct 
1n Too1voomoa. Cl;~ roar.) 
Oppo~ition n1c~nbcr.-; iutt. rjP< -ting, 

The CIL\IR'\L\N: Order ! I appeal to 
hon. member:; on my left to respect my call 

to order. I appeal to the hon. member for 
Toowoomba to address the Chair. 

HONOURABLE ~IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. I3RENNA::'-J: If you had been watch
ing me, you 'Nould have seen that I have 
been trying to do that for the last quarter 
oi an hour. Our opponents go to the heads
of departments emplo_,-ed by this Govern
ment under good conditions, and egg them 
on to abuse and malign this Government. 
They have been the cause of three unfor
tunate men being sacked from their posi· 
tions. Our opponents have got them to 
misstate fact-, thev have led them astray, 
and then they dro,ppod them at t.ho finish. 
The tramway men only went out during 
an industrial upheaval-and justifiably so. 
For ten years those m0n have· been subject 
to victimisation, and I hope that instruc
tions will be given to the general manager 
that there shall be no further victimisation. 

Mr. KERR (Enogffcra): With all due 
deference to you, 1\lr. Kirwan, a great deal 
of latitude has been given. 

The CHAIRl\IA::\' : Order ! Order ! If 
tho hon. member refiect3 on the chair like 
that I shall have to ask him to resume his 
scat. (Laughter.) I hope the hon. member 
will realise that if I do call any hon. 
lliCnibC'r to order, it i:3 not br·.'aU \' ~I \',·1 -h 
tu deprive him of his rights. I have always 
ende;;voured. and shall continue to endea
vour, to protect hon. members in the full 
exercise of their rights. 

Go\"ERcDIEXT ME~IBEHS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. KERR : I think you misunderstood 
me. 

The CHAIRMA::'-J: I can understand 
English as well as the hon. member. 

Mr. KERR : I could explain, but that is 
not the point. I rose with the intention of 
asking the hon. member for South Bri::bane 
i£ he would accept a slight alteration in his 
amendment, which the Premier has signifie:I 
his intention of accepting. If ho does so, 
it "~ill save time, becau~e otherwise I shall 
certainly move it afterwards. I suggest that 
he should alter his amendment to read-

" In making appointments, the "0neral' 
manager shall give preferencu to 
returned soldiers, and shall not exer
cise any discrimination against any 
person on the ground that such person 
ceased work as an employee of the com
pany on the occasion of the tramway 
strike in 1912." 

If ono firm in Brisbane has done excdlcnt 
work in placing returned sol-diers, it has 
hoen the Brisbane Tramways Company. 1n 
every instance, whether they have been 1912 
strike men or not-the question is never 
asked-absolute preference has been given 
to returned men. I have been there mvself 
many times on Wednecday mornings· and 
seen fiftv or sixtv returned men making their 
, pplicat;ons for emplo.':mcnt. It i<o an 
understood thing in the city that nobody but 
a returned man need appl~, there, l:Jc-c~mc 
thr·y get absolute preference. I am n?i: 
asking for anything new. It is already m 
P"·istf'nce in practicall:v evcr:v trade union 
award in Queensland. It is not in the tram
\vav nv, ard, bnt clansc 24 of the a''Tard of 
13th Scptcm bor reads-

" Preference shall b0 given to persons 
willing to join the Brisbane Tramways 
Union." 

That mc1.ns, of course, that a n1nn mu-:t b-5 

Jlv. E. 'IT.; 
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Pmployod before he beconws a member of 
the union. rrhe ordinary Pl'C'fcre.!1Ce clause 
am)lies to a man who is· already a member 
?f ~ union. 'rhat is a 3pcciiic in<:,tFJnce. and 
1t 16 for that ""'son that I am asking tho 
hon. member for South Brisbane to save 
rne the neccssitJ of n1oving a.nother a'llcnd
mPnt lat<er. 

;1h. FEJ.RTCKS : l\-1~· amendment is not 
P."king for preference. It is asking that 
thPrc shnll bo no discrimination. 

:\It·. KERR: This is doing- exad]v the 
e<anw thing-. and is following out the ];resent 
pohr.v of the Tramways Compan,·. I hope 
tLn hon. membee will accept this amend
Hlcnt. 

l\1r. FEHRICKS : Addres-; vour remarks to 
•1

-.o T>1·cmier. He is in chm:ge of the Bill. 
1\Ir. KERR: Fwm what I e tn ;;ptfJPr, 

th: hon. mP_mber is leaving it to the Pre· 
Hllt:r, n1can1ng that he is in accord11nce 
•vith lho amendment. 

Mr. FcRHICKS: I have no powPr to arrree 
to anything. I am going to see my am~nd
wont through. 

Mr. KERR : I want the assistance of the 
bon. Ill( mh_'r in thi~~. lf hon. nH·n~ '!r:-3 on thP 
Government side are aga.inst n1v amend~ 
ment, it ha~ no hope of going th1:ough. 

Mr .. STOPFORD: Do you want to mako a 
bargam before you do justice to the-e men? 

Mr. KBRR :_ I am not making a bargain. 
and I am gomg to take exception to the 
remarks of the hon. member for Fortitudo 
Valley, ,_-ho said that we were out to crucifv 
those men. That is intolerable to us and 
it is _incorrect. \Ye haYe just a.s 'much 
tolcrahon for the men who went out on 
otrike in 1912 because of their principles as 
hon. mPmbers opposite. Thev must have 
their ,,h~nce in life. certainJT~·. I do not 
Sl~ppoee there is ono man in Queen,land 
V1J1o H'iks. "\V ere you out on strike in 
1912'" It is ridiculous. The amendment 
raises something that should nOY0r haYe been 
raIsed on this Bill. I wonld likP to know 
from the Premier whether he is willing- that 
the hon. member for South Brisbane should 
add this to his amendment? 

The PRE~ITEH: Does tho hon. member sav 
that the tramway award giY06 preference t~ 
returned soldiers? 

1\Ir. KBRR: I said that the tramwav 
award differs from other awards. for the 
~imp]p rct~f:on that D') n1an can brcOJnc a 
unionist until he actually joim UJl with the 
conlprtny. 

The PREMIER: Do,:-, the tra.mwav fl.ward 
provide for preference to returned ·soldiers? 

Mr. KERR: Yes. 
T.hc PREMIER: The hon. m•mbcr will see 

that i~ the one c~~e prcf~rence j~ given, so 
there 1s no neres-s1tv for h1s an1endment and 
that in the other cease there ha' bcGJ{ dis
rrirr..ination; therLforc. the ame!ldment of 
the hon. member for South Brisbane is 
ncccc;snry. 

l\'lr. KERR: That is not correct. I main
tain thPre is no reason \Y.hv tlw onP an1cnd
ment should bo ineertcd at1cl the other not. 
I do no', w!1)-' th~· Tn1~t. t}w d1nirP.J 'n of 
1vhi<:h br a Go\·Pr1Jll1C'-ni uon-::in°('. s11otdcl 
not giYe prPfcrcnc.J to rcturnrd rnen. I am 
afraid the Pren1ler is not going tu a-::~ist 
me in m)l request to tho hon. nwmlwr for 
South Bri,banc. and that hon. memlwr will 
not help me himself. so that I shall ha.-e 
to move n1y o\Yn amend1nent later on. 

[Jlr. Ken-. 

J\Ir. DASH (Jiundingburm): I am sur
prioecl at hon. members opposite objecting 
to this amendment. It does not ask for 
anything special. It simply asks that the 
Trust shall not discriminate against any 
men •rho wcro victiu1ised by the company in 
1912. This is not a new JWOYision to be 
introduced into an award. Hon. men1bers 
opposite say that it is doubtful •dmt the 
Trust is going to do. It is just as well to 
b·e on the safe side. and the amendment does 
not compel the Trust to do anything at all. 
In tho :\Ietallifcrou6 Vlorkers' Award of 
1917, ,,-hich applies to the Cloncurry :viining 
dish·ict. it is provided-

" Employers shall not in any way 
diccriminate against members of the 
Australian vYorkers' Union or any other 
rcgi~tcrcd industrial union." 

v.-e arc aeking that something similar be 
put into this Bill-asking the Trust not. to 
cll~criminatc ngainst these n1en, but to g1_ve 
them a fair " O"O." If hon. members oppostte 
bclie,-e in giving the vvorkers a fair "go," 
here is ~0mcthing thHt they can do for lnt~n 
who h,n·e been victimised. Let the Trust 
wipe off tho marks and sicut with a clean 
she et. 

Tlw hon. nlcmbcr for Enoggera raised the 
question of the employment of returned 
soldiers. There is no necc•,..,ity to n1ake pro

vision for that in this Bill, 
[".30 p.m.] hecanse the Arbitra!iou Co~n't 

has alwavs dealt lenwntly vnth 
rctm·Dcrl soldi·•rs an'd sailors. It has not 
discriminated against them. but has given 
them a better deal than it has given to any 
other \Yorkcr jn an jndustry. 

2\Ir. .J. J m;Es: They arc entitled to it, 
too. 

Mr. DASH: \Ye are not raising that 
point. It is a matter for the unions. vVe 
O\YC R dutv to all \vorkcrs to re that no 
unfair mcllns are used against them when 
they arc R.pplying for work. This amendment 
simply asks the general manager not. to 
consider the black marks that are agamst 
these rncn. The general rnanagC'r, no doubt, 
will ha Ye a free hand in picking his men. 
If he thinks that the-·e men are not capable 
of doing the \York, they will not got employ
ment; but if ho thinks that they arc Clll1ftble, 
wo ask him not to discrimjnate against them. 
There is nothing fairer than that. I cannot 
understand why hon. members opposite 
object to this. I am quite satisfied that 
if the matter wore put to the general man
ager in thi·· form. he would have no hesita
tion in carrying it out. 

.Amendment (Jir. Ferricks) agreed to. 

:Ur. KERR (Enoqgem): I beg to move the 
addition, after line 37, of the following 
ne1v subclause-

" rrhc general n1aTiaO"er in m·aking 
appointments, shall gi,:"o preference to 
returned soldiers.'' 

Thnt 11ractice is alrcadv in existence, and 
wjth n, rhnngc of adn1inistration pending. 
oYe might as w0ll haYe. it stated definite!:. in 
the Bill to mak0 sure that this good work 
>iill be continued. 

Ocwstion-That the word propc-ed to 
in:: rJ--tl (]Jr. ltyrrr's. r;mr'nrl, cnt) be ~·J 

;,nlf·d-put; aud the Committee divided-

In diYision, 
The Pl1E:\!TER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chillnqoei: I declare that, in addition to 
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,-oting in my own right, I vote for the 
·' :'\oes" as proxy for Mr. McCormack. 

llir. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, \V. H. 
, Bebbington 
,. Brand 
, Cattermull 
, Corser 
,, Costello 
, Deacon 
, Elphinstone 
, Fletchcr 

Frv 
, .ToTies, J, 
,, Kf'rr 

AYES, 28. 
Mr. King 

, Logan 
, Maxwell 
, l\loore 
, ?I ott 
,, Peterson 
, Petrie 
, Hoherts, .T. H. C. 
, Hoberts, T. H. 
,, Sizer 
, Swayne 
, Ta~·lor 
,. Yowles 
, \Varren 

Tellers: Mr. G. P. Barnes and :Mr. Sizer. 

:Mr. Barber 
., Rf'rtram 

Brennan 
Bulcock 
Col!ins 
Couroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coyne 
Dash 
Dunstan 
Ferrirks 
Fo!ey 
Forc1e 
Gl0dson 
Hartlev 
Huxhain 

NoEs, J.3. 
Mr .• Tones, A. J . 

, Land 
,. Larcombo 
, M cCormack (Proxy) 
, J\fullan 
, Payne 
., Pease 
, Pollnck 
, Riorrlan 
,. Hyan 
,. 1-'mith 
, ,'-:topford 
, Thc,odore 
,. Wellington 
,. Wilson 
, \Vinstanley 

Tellers: }fr. Brrnnan and J\ir. Dunstan. 

PAIR. 

Ayc-;;Ir. ~Iaegregor. ~n-}fr. Gllday. 
Resolved in the negative. 

:\1r. DEACON (('unninuham): I beg to 
n1ovc the 1nsrrhon of the follo,ving- new para
graph to fullow the amrndn;ent movcu by the 
bon. me1nber for South I3n-;banc :-

" In n1aking appointrr1ents thf' general 
rnana<J,'f'l' :;;hall not cxPrcise Jiscrimination 
sgainst any per<HJ v:ho acc0pted work in 
the place of any ('mployce of the companv 
on th · occasion of the tram\Ya"· "'tr·'l<e 1'n' 
1912." 'J n ' 

The PRDI!ER: Is there any such dis
crinlination? 

lVIr. CoSTELLO: There may be. 
:YI1:. J. H. C. ROBERTs: In e_cccpting the 

prevwus amendment the Premier implied 
·that there would be discrimination. 

Th· PHE}!IER: The hon. gentleman 1s 
yapping all the time. 

Mr. SIZER (Xur. la h): I think there is 
every n)ason vvhy \YO should accept. the 
am,mdment. vVe should protect the interests 
r,f ;.he men in the employ of th0 'ompany 
to-da_y.. l r:ahc.c that the Tru t will protect 
ilwm 1£ 1t 1>1 able. Y1 c a],o know to what 
P'd~'nt "0mc ho11. m, :r-lb o:)pn-;ii·p c-~_u carry 
then ~pleon al!d po]Jcy of vicbn1i~ation. 

-:'11r. STOPFORD: The hon. nwn1bcr kno\V:3 
that. they haYe prcfcr0ncc under their a\Yard. 

1\Tr. SIZER: I know that th0 hon. member 
for Toov:,·oon1ba J\Ir. Exi ,~v Yichrni~c-d 
bccan~e of a he nHdc. lfc adrnits it; 
h 0 bonsts Df and ]t i, a pit'" that tlw 
Pr:emicr. should listen to him and hy such 
ac~Ion tnc1 and abet ,,.dat has hN'n done. 

The rnE}liER: \Yh J_j- did the hon. member 
say n bont tlw hon. m mbcr for OxleY when 
he left the Kationalist party? " 

:VIi·. SIZER: I do not think that I ever 
~aid anything about. the hon. rnetnber for 

>'l:dcy. Hon. member' opposite knmv perfectly 

well that the amendment was moved hy the 
hor1. member for South Brisbane purposely 
to raise the old quQstion of the strike. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will confine his remarks to the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 
Cunningham. The previous amendment h'ls 
been dealt with. 

:Vir. SIZER: I am quoting the previous 
amendment to show the justification for this 
one. Hon. members opposite arc aiuing and 
abet\ ing people outside to inflict their spleen 
on som, of the employees now employed by 
the company, who will be good servants to 
the Trust. Tho umendment should be 
accepted to protect the interests of those men 
who haYe been in the omplo:· of the company 
e'nco 1912 and \Yho will be trLken over by the 
new Tru· t. Seeing that the hon. member for 
Toowoom ba openly boa,ts of the fact that 
ho WitS "ble to carry out a policy of victimisa
tion against 1\th·. Exlcy, and the Premier 
lends his car to such a policy and "ids and 
abets in those actions. there is every reason 
why the amendment should not be accepted. 
Some of the extremists outside desire to 
impose their spl0cn on the 1110n in the com
paliy, and. without the amendment, they will 
be aL,le to get the support of some hon. 
11E'n1bers opposite. 

:Ylr. BRE::-;'l\A?\ (Toolr'oomba): Hon. 
1nembers opposite \Vill persist in using my 
name in connection with 1\Ir. Exley. Mr. 
Exlev was not victimised. He \YUS very 
reas,;nablv treated bv the Go,-crnmcnt. How
ever, I r~.;.;c to n1ake a ]1Crsona1 explanation. 
'The hon. member for Cooroora left on the 
und0rJtanding that I would not vote in any 
of the divisions, and I cxprC)S 1ny regret for 
inadvertently having done so. 

J\h. BEBBI::\GTO:\T (Drrr.IJto") : Since the 
pr sent Govcrnn1cnt came into offjcf, it has 
been difficult for a public ...:crv2_nt to kno"'v 
where he stands. The 1HY!l. rncrnbcr for 
Toowoomba talks about Yictimisation, and 
practic~lly advocates it sgainst n1cn who dare 
to express an opinion adYersc to the GoYern
menL On the onP hand we hn·e persons 
o-in'n l\bsolute freedom at election time, and 
~n tlH' other hand that s.ame frPc>don1 is 
not extended. vVo have men supporting the 
Go,-crnrncnt who arc allowed to adopt any 
ccur"' tlwv like during election time. They 
arc allm;e'd to go into fanners' homes after 
they haYc gone to bed at night. 

The CHXIR:\IA:'\: Order ! I hope the hon. 
gentleman j:-; not opening up a cljscussion on 
fho amcndrncnt already passE ~l. and. I am not 
going to pcrrnit a gcnf'raJ discussion on an 
amcnclmc'nt already pas.sed. 

r Yr. BEBBI:'\GTO:'\: I want to show how 
on the one hand the people ar<' victimised and 
on t'1c other hand thPy can do a:; they hkc. 
During the f'ler:tion time they \VPro gtven 
practicall a fr e hand and w~ro allowed to 
go to places \Yhcn the occuprers had gone 
to bed. 

The CIL\TR\fAN: Onlcr ~ If the hon. 
gentleman clocs not obey my call to order, I 
shall ha ye to a::;k hin1 to rC~un1c hi·~· scat. 

GoYER:>DIEXT J\1E}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The CIIAIR:\IA X: This amendment deals 
with tnltl1\YllY lllCll. 

\Ir. BEBBI:'\GTO);: I want to chow the 
difficult;,- C'xpt~rjenrcd b:: !11t:'ll 1.\ ho are not 
on the side of the GovernlnPnt. 

ff11·. Bcbbington.] 
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The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. gentleman that this amend
nwnt does not deal with public servants. It 
deals with tramway men. If the hon. gentle
man has anythn1g to sav about trannvav men 
now in the employ of "the company r;e can 
deal with them. ·' 

:\>Ir. BEBBI::-JGTON: I have very much 
plEasure 1n supporting tho arnendment. 
. Question-That the words proposed to be 
!nsertod (1\fr. Deacon's amendment) be so 
mserted-put; and the Committee divided:-

Iu division, 

The PHEMIEH (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
(Chillagot): I declare that in addition to 
Yoting in tny o'rn right, 'I Yote for the 
'' Koe:3" as proxy for ~lr. ::\IcCorn1ark. 

Mr. Appel 
., Barnes, G. I'. 
, BarnPs, \.V. H. 
, Bebbington 
, Brand 

Cattermu1l 
Corser 

.. Costello 
,. ])cacon 
, Elphinstone 

Fleteher 
, Fry 
, .Tones, J. 
, Kerr 

Tellers: Mr. 

JY!r. Barber 
Bcrtram 

, Rnlcock 
, Col!ins 
, Conroy 
, Cooper, F. A. 
, Cooper, "\V. 
, Coyne 
, Dash 
, lhmstnn 
, Ferricks 
, Foley 

Forde 
,, Gledson 
, Hartley 
, Ruxham 

Tellm·s: llfr. W. 

AYES, 28. 
Mr. King 

,, Logan 
, )laxw-cll 
, :Jioore 
., ::\ott 
., Prterson 
" retrie 
,. Ho berts, .T, H. C. 
, Hobrrts, T. R. 

:--:izer 
, ~wayne 

TayJor 
, ToWles 
l' \Vnrren 

Deacon and ::lir. Sizer. 

NoEs, 32. 
:J.lr .. Tones, A. J. 
, Land 
, Larcombe 
, ~IcCormack (Proxy) 
, i\Iullan 
., Payne 
, Pease 
, Pollock 
, Hiordan 
,. Hyan 
, Smith 
, f'topford 
, Theodore 
, \Yf'llington 
,, \Vilson 
, \.Vinstanlev 

Cooper and Mr. Gl;dson. 
PAIR. 

Aye-:lfr. Macgregor. No-Mr. Gilday. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Clause 29, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 30--" General scheme> to be pre-

pared''-

. The PREMIER : I beg to move the omis
sron _of parag~·aph _(ii.) of subclause (1) with 
a vrew to msertmg the following para
graph:-

" (ii.) The Trust shall submit proposals 
for the general schomo to an Ad,·r,ory 
Bo_ard consisting of one member ap
pomted by the Governor in Council and 
two memb0rs appointed b~· the Trust, 
and. ma:7 pay to the members of the 
Adv_rsory Board so appointed such fees 
as rt may determine. The Advisorv 
Board _sl_rall, on such refer·ence, report to 
the Mrmster and to tho Trust." 

TJ_ris amendm,ent is ~oved after consultatio:1 
wrth the local authonbcs, who consider that 
the clause ought to be modified in that form. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The Premier has 
stated that the amendment has been moved 
after consultation with the local anthoritie" 
I do not doubt that at all; hut the ho~·
g_er:tlema'? has not stat0d that the local autho
ntres dcsrred that the whole clause should be 

[Mr. Brbbington. 

deleted, and that that was their original 
r~quest. In any ca,<e, I would like to know 
what is the necessity for the Advisory Board? 
We nave been told that this Bill has been 
based on the South Australian Act, \:Jut in 
South Australia there is no Advisory Board. 
Clause 35 of the South Australian Municipal 
Tramways Act of 1906 reads-

" The Trust shall have the exclusive 
right to form, lay down, make, construct, 
maintain, romove, and alter tramways, 
and work the trams thereon propelled by 
electric energy within radius of 10 miles 
of General Post Office; and within such 
radius may, with the consent of the Go
vernor, form, lay down, construct, main
tain. remove, alter, and work, in addi
tion to the tramways hereinbefore autho
rised, such other tramwavs as will in their 
opinion, be profitable." " 

Tha.t is a ver> reasonable clause indeed, and, 
as the Premier has seen fit to .qualify his 
original ideas on the subject, he should now 
see l-it to delete the whole clause. The hon. 
gentleman has stated that the two Govern
rnent representatives on the Trust will be 
experts, and possibly one will be the gentle
man who is in charge of the local authority 
work, and who is an expert in tmvn planning 
and that sort of thing. That being so, is 
there any reason why the Trust should be 
compelled to draw up a plan and submit it to 
an Advisorv Board? I sav there is not. 
Certain fees' have to be paid "to these people. 
Who is going to pay those fees? If in South 
Australia thev can conduct their affairs with
out Advisory' Boards, we should be able to· 
do the same here, more especially as the Go
vernment representatives on the Trust will 
be experts. Our Estima·tes show us that we 
have a Public Works Commission in exist
ence, and the members of that Commission 
have travelled around the country, drawn 
fees, and made reports to the Government. 
This c\rlvisory Board will reallv be anothPr 
Public Works Commission, which in this case 
is unneces'~ary, and I hope the Premier will 
agree to delete the whole clause. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Premier 
might well agree to the deletion of this 
clause. We have been tol-d that this Bill 
is framed on the lines of the South Aus
tralian Act. That is quite correct; but, as 
the Premier knows, in South Australia the· 
Trust has full powers. there being no Advi
sory Board of any kind. It is quite useless to· 
have a further Board, which is practically 
going to direct what the Trust shall say or· 
do. It can make recommendations and prac
tically decide the policy of the Trust. The 
two cannot posoibly work together, and such 
a svstem cannot provide efficient management 
o£ 'the trams. 1 can seo no practical utility 
itt the formation of such a Boa1·d. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point 
out that tho qm-;tion before the Committee 
is the amendment moved bv the Premier. 

The PmmrER: The am~ndrnent is moved 
after consultation with the !oral authorities. 

l\Ir. TA YLOH : I do not see a,ny reason· 
for an Advisory Board at all. The Premier 
has told us ali throug-h the discussion how 
sntisfact"Jrll:'\~ things hen-,_, ,,Yorkt~d ill Rnuth 
Anstralia-that the Trust thN<' has paid it-c 
\Yay, that it has not had to issne precepts 
on the local authorities, and that everything 

seems to have g-ono on smoothly. 
[9 p.m.] I do not kno-.,· ,, hot her there is 

an~·thing elce behind the appoint, 
mcnt of the AdYisor:; Board or not, or-
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whether the Premier has something in his 
mind which he wishes to thrust on the Trust 
and the local authorities; but I think the 
proposed Advisory Board is unnecessary, and 
I hope that the Premier will not insist 
upon hi, amendment. 

Thir. KIKG '(Logan) : I would like to know 
whether it is contemplated to appoint mem
ber" of Parliament on the Advisory Boar.d? 

The PRE;IIIER : This will be an expert 
Board. 

Mr. KING: So long as it is an expert 
Board it will be all right. 

The PRE:mER: I will give you my assurance 
that there will be no necessih for a member 
cf Parliament to be appointed. The Board 
will consist of men who are appointed 
because of their knowledge of the tramway 
systmn'. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I could not put 
my hand on the letter I wanted "·hen I was 
speaking just now. In order to find out 
about the Ad vi •Ol"Y Board in South Australia 
I sent this wire to the Chief Engineer and 
General :Manager of the Municipal 'rramways 
Trust in Adelaide-

" Have you Advisory Board to whom 
your Trust rnust subrnit proposals for 
extensions and such like proposals?" 

He sent a wire which we have not received. 
It has evidently gone astray and inquiries 
are being made about it, but I have since 
received this letter-

" Referring your telegram to-day have 
no Advisorv Board refer vou to clause 
thirty-five JYiunieipai Tram.,:a0" Trust Act 
nineteen nought six." 

"I refer vou to clause 35 of the J\1uni
cipal .Act, 1906, which reads as follo',·1·s :-

The Trust shall have the exclusive 
right to form, lay down, make, con
struct, !maintain, remove and 'alter 
tramways, and work trams thereon pro
pelled by electric energy, within a 
radius of ten miles from the General 
Post Office; and within such radius 
may, with the consent of the Governor, 
forrn, lay down, construct, maintain, 
remoYe, alter and work, in addition to 
the tramways hereinbefore authorised, 
such other tramways as will, in the 
opinion of the Trust, be profitable." 

That is signed by the engineer and general 
manager of the Trust. The fact that things 
have worked quite satisfactorily and 
smoothly in South Au8tralia without an 
Advisory Board is snfficient to justify us in 
opposing the appointment of such a Board in 
Queensland. 

Amendment (Jlr. 1'heodorc) agreed to. 

The PRE:MIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagor): I have a consequential amend
ment on line 53, subclause (v). I move the 
insertion, before the word " :\[ o" of the 
words "After the general scheme has been 
adopted.'' 

Amendment (Jlr. Theo<lorc) agreed to. 

The PREYI:IER : I move the omission of 
the following paragraph:-

" (2.) (i.) Notwithdanding that any pro
posed exten,·ion, alteration. or new tram
way doe· not conform to the general 
sch'omc, such extension, altenttion, or 
new tran11.va'.' n1av be tlndertaken if 
approved by the Governor in Council"-

with a view to inserting the following:-
" (i.) Until the general scheme has been 

adopted, the Trust may, with the 
approval of the Governor in Council, 
undertake extensions, alterations, or new 
tramways." 

Amendment (Jir. 1'heodore) agreed to. 
Clause 30, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 31 and 32 put and passed. 
Clause 33-" 1'raffic"-

Mr. KING (Logan) : Does this clause con
flict in any way with cl a use 28 in regard to 
traffic regulations? 

The PREMIER : I am informed by the Crovrn 
Solicitor that there is no conflict. 

Mr. KI~G: It is not very clear. 
Clause 33 put and passed. 

'I'h~ PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Cf,illagoe): I move the insertion of the 
fo-llowing now clause to follow ela use 33-

" Nothing in this Act shall take away 
from or affect any power which any local 
authority may have to increase the width 
of, alter, divert, or improve or otherwiae 
deal with any road." 

The local authorities have asked for this. 
The Crown Solicitor did not think there was 
any necessity for it, but it is inserted to 
meet the •,yishcs of the local R.utLorities. 

Kew clause Pir. 1'heodore) put and passed. 
Clause 34-" 0 fl' nces "-put and passed. 
Clauses 35 to 40, both inclusive, put and 

pasRcd. 
" First Schedule"-" Rules for election of 

'flit u~ber.:, by local a,uthorities"-
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chi/lagoe): I propose to omit the first 
schedule printed in the Bill, and move the 
insertion in lieu thereof of the following new 
schedule:-

" FIRST ScHEDULE. 
" RULES FOR ELECTION OF MEMBERS BY LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES. 
" 1. The Trust may appoint a returning 

officer to take the poll at any such elec
tion after the first election. Every such 
appointment shall be notified in the 
' Gazette.' The time of nomination shall 
be appointed by the Trust and notified in 
the ' Gazette.' 

N 2. For the purpose of enabling the 
returning officer to compile a roll_ of 
persons entitled to vote at such electwn, 
the clerk of every local a,uthority con
cerned sha,ll, at least twenty-eight d_ays 
before the day appointed for the electwn, 
deliver to the returning officer a correct 
list of the names and addresses of the 
aldermen or councillors of the loca,l 
authority or of the division <;r di~isions 
of the local authority compnsed m the 
district. as the case may be, m_cludmg 
the names of the chairmen. certlfied as 
correct by writing under his hand. 

" The returning officer shall fro_m such 
lists compile a roll of persons entitled to 
vote at the election. . 

" 3. Such roll shall show the names m 
alphabetical order and numbered eon
secutiYelv of all persons so entitled to 
vote for 'each group, and when signed by 
the returning officer shall be the roll by 
reference to which the title of every 
person to vote at such election shall, save 
as next hereinafter provided, be finally 
determined. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.l 
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" But no person named on mch roll 
who, at the date of the election, has 
ceased to hold office as an alderman or 
councillor of a local authori~y of the 
group shall be entitled to vote. 

" 4. If any clerk fails or neglects to 
deliver any lisc hereby required to be 
delivered to the returning· officer within 
the pn•scribcd time, or delivers an In· 

correct list, he shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding ten pounds. 

" 5. After compiling such roll the 
returning officer shall, at least ceven days 
before thP day of nomination, send 
through the post office to every person 
named in such roll a notice specifying the 
date and place appointed for the receipt 
of no1ninations. 

"6. A local authority, the aldermen 
or councillors whereof are entitled to vote 
for the election of a member or members 
of the Trust under this Act. ma': 
nominate for such election a person o~~ 
persons not in exce,,s of tho number 
required who have signified in writing to 
the clerk of such local authorit·; their 
williEgness to ac:t. The nomination of 
such local authority shall be made by 
rC3olution of the majority of members 
present at the meeting of the local 
authority convened and held for the pur
pose. Such resolutions shall be certified 
in writing by the clerk and shall be 
delivered to the returning officer at least 
twenty-four hours before the date fixed 
for the taking of nominations: Provided 
that in the case of the members to be 
elected by the aldermen of the city of 
Brisbane, the persons so nominated by 
the council of tho citv of Brisbane under 
this rule shall be the elected members 
for the purposes of subsection (1) of sec
tion 7 of this Act. 

" 7. The returning officer shall publish 
in at least one daily paper circulating 
within the district the name,, of the per
sons nominated, and shall, in the e:·ent 
of there being more nominations than the 
number of members required, appoint a 
time and place for the election of such 
members; such election to take place not 
less than seven nor more than fourteen 
days after the date of nomination, 
hetwccn the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Notice of the date and place of such 
election shall be delivered to every person 
named on the roll, in the samo manner 
as is prescribed in clause 5. 

" 8. The returning officer shall cause 
to be prepared a sufficient number of 
ballot-papers containing the surnames 
and christian names in alphabetical order 
of the candidates and nothing else. 

"9. At the election every person whose 
name is included in the ,.0ll s!':all be 
entitled to ono vote only. 

" 10. At the time and place appointed 
for the election every member of such 
local authority whose nfl,n1e a11pears on 
the roll m:tv attend and Yoh bv bnlloc 
for the nunibcr of members rcq1iired. 

" 11. Such ballots s}J' I! be taken in the 
pn::·,cribod manner. 

" 12. The persons to the required num
ber for who'll the highe ,t nu m her of votes 
slmll have• been cast at anv b:tllot shall 
be deemed to have hPcn ele'~tcd members 
by the local authorities, as the case may 
be. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

" 13. The returning officer shall dclivr i' 
one ballot-paper prcviou·ly initialled h· 
him to every person named upon the 
roll "·ho perscmally dt>mands a ballot; 
paper. and when such p;:orson has votPU 
he ,hall, in the presence of the return
ing cA!irc:r, deposit the ballot-paper 111 a 
lod<ed ballot.box prO\·icled for the pur· 
pu,.e. 

"H. At the dose of the poll tlw rctun1 
in·{ ofiicc•r shall count the \'Otcs g·iven for 
each candidate, and shall forth:vlth 
declare the candidate who has rece1ved 
the gTeatest number of votes to be 
elected, and he shall be elected accord
ingly. 

"15 If bv rca~on of an equal nurnbcr 
of yoLes 'bC"ing ca3t for two . or ~ore 
p:,r::;Ulls at any ballot. the rct_urnu~g officer 
in unable to declare as jJI'O\'Ided m clause 
foudc>c-n of this schedule that o·1e or 
n;orc particular candidatt~ or candidates 
has or ha ye been appointed a n1crnber 
or menlbers-

(a) The names of the )Jersons for 
\\·ho1n an equal nunlbt:'r of YOb~s. ~1as 
bccu ca~t shall be Ilotifled ju wnbng 
b, the returning officer to the. local 
al1thorjtics. a~ the ca:-::c may rcqu1rc; 

(1, 1 The returning officer shall, by 
writing, reque,,t each local autho!'Jty 
to rcsolYe which one or t\YO, as the 
ea~;:;- mav require. of such person., s~all 
receive ths vote of such local authonty 
" 16. \Y ithin three days ftcr •such 

r{ ·olution a certlf1catc thereof under ::he 
sera] of the local authority and the hand 
of tho derk shall bee forwarded b': che 
local authority to the returning officer. 

" 17. The person or the percons to the 
required nuir1ber, a:• t~P ea ~L; In ay be, 
\vho shall receiyc the lnghr't number of 
yotes of the local authorities, as the case 
n1aT\ be, ~haH be dGen1cd to haYr. been 
elei·tecl a member or members by the local 
authorities. 

" 18. The returning officer shall forth
with r• port to the ::\Iinister twd to the 
Trust the names of the members elected. 

" 19. The Trust sho ll rq1a:v to the 
returning ofiic(-T all cxpcn· "~ rC'll'~_ona:ly 
iHcurred by him in connectiOn with ,he 
ell'ction. 

"20. Tlw l\1inister shall notifv the 
result of the election in the ' Gazette.' 

"21. Tho 'Gazette' containing a. noti
fication bv the J\Iinister of the elcct1on of 
a membo1: or memhcrs by the Ice 1! autho
ritie., shall be conclusin; eYiclenco of such 
elccti"on. 

"22. Every meeting of a. local auth<;
ritv to be hold in purmnnrc of th1s 
scl1edule shall be ronYPI1Cc1 b:: ach·erbse
lncnt. ir·d:>rt0d at lea '·t thrc.' days prior 
to such mcPting in the daily newspapers 
published in Brisbane." 

Mr. KIKG (Logan): I would like to draw 
attention to a conflict "·ith rogard to the 
appointment of the returning officer. Clau~e 
7 of the Bill provides that the GoYernor m 
Council shall appoint the returning officer ~t 
the first election. The first paragraph of th1s 
schedule states that the Trust may appoint 
a returning 0fficer at any election. 

The PREMIER: I thank the hon. gentle
man for calling my attention to that. I 
move the insertion, in line 2 of paragraph 1 
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·Df the new schedule, of the words " after the 
fj_r::;t election." 

:i\lr. YOWLES (D>rlby) : I would like the 
Premier to explain who appoints the return
iEg officer. 

Tho PRE}!IER: Thoro will be no Trust at 
the f1rsc election, eo the Governor in Council 
wi!l appoint a returning officer. After that 
the n•turning officer will bo appointed by 
thl, Trust. 

Amcnd1nont agreed to. 
:'\ ew schedule, as ::tmended, agreed to. 
Second Schedule-'' General"-
Tho PRE::'v1IER: I beg to move the inser

tio!l, on lino 37, paragraph 8, of the words 
" or persons " after the \Yord " person." 
This amendment was suggested by the local 
anthoritio·,. 

A:11endmont agreed to. 
The PHE:\ITER: I bog to move the inser

. fion. on lino 39, paragraph 3, of the words-
" <nd approYed by the Auditor-General." 

'Thic. is to proYide that properly qualified 
aecountant. c]wll be af'pointed to conduct the 
n!Tairs of the Trust. It w::ts suggested by the 
Auditor-General himself. 

A1ncndnlCnt agreed to. 
The PREMIER: I bog to move the omis

s1ou. in paragraph 14, page 25, of the word 
"Januar:." '''ith a view to inserting the 
word ":Ylarch." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PRE:\UER: There is a typographical 

·error in paragraph 22, page 26; the word 
"construed" should be "constructed." I 
n1oYo the omission of the 1-vord " construed " 
·1Yith a YiC\Y to inserting the "\Vord "con
·structed." 

Amendment al(reed to. 
The PRE:\IIER: I beg to moYe the inser

in line 29, paragraph 26, sub-paragraph 
of the -,,.ords " six inches " after the 

word '' fcct. 1
' 

Amendment agreed to. 
Second Schodnlo, as amended. put and 

,.>asscd. 
Third Schedule-" Subj, et-matter for 

,by-fau'.'{ "-put and pas~;od. 
Fourth Schedule-" Appeal Board"-
Mr. STOPFORD (J£ount M organ): I move 

·t.he omission. on line 55, page 33, clause 1, 
subclause (2) (c) of the words-

" Tra1nway Employees' Union," 
·with a view t{) inserting the words-

" Union of which the appellant is a 
member." 

"The reason for the amendment is that 
sev0ral other unions operate in the Tram
war Company's employ, including the 
Amalga.mated Societ.v of Engineers, the 
Shore Engin0 Dri>-ers' Union, the Australian 
\Vorkers' Union. and the Electricians' 
Union. and. as thr> paragraph now stands, 
cmly one nnion <' .mld be represented on the 
Appeal Board. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Fourth Schedule, as amended, put and 

paf,~cd. 

The Ho' 'c resumed. 
The CH.\lR~IA:\' reported the Bill with 

.. mcndrn0nts. 
The third rcoding of the Bill wa.s made an 

·Order of the Day for Wednesday, 27th 
.'S!'ptember. 

The House adjourned at 9.24 p.m. 




