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FRIDAY, 22 SEPTEMBED, 1682

The Spraxer (Hon. W. Bertram, 3Maree)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

BRISBANE TRAMWAY TRUST BILL.
COMMITTEE.
(I r. Hirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Clause 1—*“ Short title ’—put and passed.

Clause 2—“ Division of Act”—put and
passed.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): T move
the insertion of the following new clause to
follow clause 2:—

¢ This Act shall not come into force
unless or until a poll of the eclectors of
every arsa within any part of which any
tramlbines of the company are con-
structed has been taken upon the ques-
tion whether or not this Act shall come
into force, nor unless a majority of the
clectors who vote at such poll vote in
favour of bringing this Act into force.

“Such poll shall be taken in the
manner provided by the Loecal Authori-
ties Acts for the ascertainment of the
wishes of electors by taking a poll.”

Mr., Hartiey: You are still standing up
for Badger.

Hov., W. H., BARNES: The new clause
explains itself. In connection with every
matter with which local authorities have to
deal a poll is demanded. If, for instance,
any lecal authority wishes to approach the
Treasurer in rezard to the carrying out of
anr work, before a loan can be granted the
oppertunity has to be given to ths vatepayers
of voting on the proposal. Much more, then,
when an expenditure of. approximatels,
£2.000,000 to £3,000,000 is 1involved, the
demeeratic rule of appealing to the people
should be followed. I cannot understand how
any hon. member opposite can bring himself
to vote agsinst this new clause.

My, Harmey: I cannot understand how
you can adveocate the initiative and
referendum in view of vour past actions.

Hox, W, . BARNES: The hon. member
for Fitzroy will have an opportunity of
explaining him=elf when he rizo: to speak.
I am responsible for my own actions. If
this was merely a question of a few pounds,
it would not matter at all. The hon. mem-
ber for Oxley quite recently pointed out that
the Government in ancther dirvection had
refused a city authority power to take cer-
tain action unless they appealed to the
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I am asking the Government to be
«consistent. I have no doubt that the Pre-
‘mier will accept this amendmoent, because
it is along democratic lines. The value of
the undertsking has been variously esti-
mated. The Premiecr stated that the value
submitted to him by his Commission was
£1220095. 1 do not kiow what the com-
idea is, but I th I am safe in
that tho company will want £2,000.000.
- that there are certain Jegal matters
! have to be dealt with before the
adiusted. I belicve the
people ax #led to have this matter placed
‘befora thera <5 that they can express an
pinion with vegard to it. If we do not do
that, we ave not trusting the people at all.
The smendraent is a sane and sensible one,
seal to all hon. members.

PREMIER (Flon. T. G. Theodore.
goet: T think T soffieientlr indicated
during the =crond reading debate that I
ceu'd rat secent a proposal such as is now
moved Ly the hon. member to delay the
op-rati of the Bill until a poll is taken.
1 0 obiretion to this proposal or other

st hraitted to the clectors

z:on for it and some

be accomplished by taking that

In this case the hon. mem-

ber has mo the amendment principally

cn the eround that the details of the pro-
poial should bs submitled to the electors.

Hon, W. H. Parwrs: T did not say that,

The pecple chould have sn opportunity of

expreszing th

people.

can he

7

helr opinion.

The PREMIER : The hon. member sug-
gests that some more .concrete proposal than
‘has been placed before them shall now be put
forward. He overlooks the fact that the
question of the acquisition of the trams
has been before the people, and has becen
endorsed bv the people. It was the policy of
both the ILahour party and the Nationalist
party at the last municipal electicns. The
general questien of the municipalisation of
the trams was then endorsed by the people.
The hon. member says that something more
specific now should be put before them. We
<annot put anything before the electors that
would give them anv definite information as
to what their obligaticns will be.

Hon., W. H. Barxes: Surely, when the
matter is o indefinite, the people have a
right to express their opinion as to what
they desire! This matter has never been
‘before them.

The PREMIER: The matter has been
before them, Tt was before them at the last
municipal elections.

Hon. W. H. Barxwes: That is stretching the
point.

The PREMIKER: No.
loomnad very larcelv at
elections,  Mr. Diddams, who stood as mayor
of the citv of Prishano in the jnterests of
the Nationalist partv in the municipal elec-
tions. subicribed his rame to a platform
which contained a speeific roference to this
question.

Hon. W. H.
narty iwsved a

The PREMIT
T said the o

The question
the last municipal

Do you say this

ER: Neot the party over thore—
; k A

a1 oralist party in the

iaunicipal . 2Tr, Didd-ms signed his
name to that programme, which was circa-
Tated. and nat questioned by anvone

1~ veeeived a very large

hat I know of. _
The Labour also

majority too. candidate

sierned his name to a somewhat
porition, and there was no opne
part ¢ tho elert
any more d:{ini
regand *o the obl

imilar pro-
;ion on the
cannot now submit
ion in the electors in
: Bill will impose
Brishaue, for we cannot

upoll the oeople of

st the penple know hew mush compensation
t}

trams. A poll
on of the trams,
I not know how

thew will bave to pay for th
will only delay tho acquisi
aud even then the people v
mwursh thy will have {o par, as the amount
of compensation can only hs determined after
the trams have been acquired and the sum
arrived at by the wal, which may take
a very long ti 3 known that the Tram-
Company 1 s the whole of

its claim, the claim, so far
as the It nvoived, to the Privy
which may delay the matter for
swelve months,  But, no matter
taking over ¢f the trams is
questions will have to be
ngor delax the greater
the hon. gentleman
=10 wav by which, by
n which ‘s provided in

going
sal peints

j5g

|
long the
1 3

failing
this Bill, that expensc, that delay, and that

trouble can be avoided, I sheuld like to hear
it. I know of no way cxe=pt by coming to a
voluntary agrecement with Mr. Badger, and
that has been admitted to be impossible.

Mr. Vowres: Let the local authorities
attempt to make an agreement.
The PREMIER: The local authorities

have already communicated with Mr. Badger
through Mr. Denham, and subsequently
through other Government channels, and the
gentlemen in those days who spoke on behalf
of the local authorities admitted candidly
that there was no chance of coming to a
proper arrangement with the company; and
it ought to be clear to hon. members on the
other side that there is no possibility of
coming to an equitable arrangement. We
would be recreant to our trust to the people
if we gave to the Tramways Comnany what
it is asking, because the people will have to
carry the obligation.

Hon. W. H. Barxts: You are afraid of the
pecple.

The PREMIER: I am not afraid of the
people. Thr hon. member seis himself up as
a democrat, and what does he want to do?
Give Mr. Badger what he is asking. {(Inter-

runtion.) What the hon. member wants i3 to
bring about delay by anv means he can in

the hape that tha company will gel an
extend d franchize. the conscquence of that
heing that the peonle will eventually have to

of mnounds more
if this Bill zoos

through.

Mr. MAXWELL (Tooworg): I support the
amendment, and I do 5 because I believ?
in trusting the people. (Government laug
tor.) The Premier does not believe in trusting
the peopls. The escuse the hon. gentleman
has given in this ITouse is someshat pitiful,

would not vote for the amendment if I
. for one moment it meant giving the
rs Company the amount of moneys it
is asking. I am voting for the amendment
purely on demcorstic lizes, brenuse I believe
the poopls arn the prener partiss to say
whethey the traprwvavs shall be taken over
or not. and becanse the whole of the local
authoritiszs have asked for this.

The PrEMIER: Do vou ssw that the whole
of the local authorities have asked for a poli?

Mr. Mazwell.l
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Mr. MAXWELL: I do say so.
The PreMIER: I deny that.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman may
deny what he likes, but I read in this House
a resolublon that was passed at a conference
of the whole of the local authorities asking
that before this matter is finalised it shall be
referred to the people, and, failing this
approval of the taking over of the frams,
that arrangements be made with Mr. Badger
to run the trams on a profit-sharing system.
That resolution is in ** Hansard” irrespective
of what the Premier may sav. and I had an
assurance from the local authorities’ v presen-
tatives only a few weeks ago in that connec-
tion. What is the good of the Government
bring so despotic? = They called the local
authorities’ repres:ntatives together and con-
ferred with them for the purpose of consider-
ing the desirability of taking over the trams,
and, when suggsstions were made to the
Government in connection with the matter
they turned them down. They said, “ We arc
not going to have this amendment inserted
in the Bill; we bave made up our minds that
the tramways are going to be taken over.”’
There is no necessity for me to emphasise my
views so far as tramways are concerned. There
are certain public utilities that should be
municipalised. T believe in the municipalisa-
tion of the tramways, but I believe in the
people having a voice in the matter. The
Government are assuming an autceratic posi-
tion in saying, ‘ Here are the trams: you
have to take them over.” Under the Loeal
Authorities Act, when a loan is to Le raised,
plans have to be prepared and laid upon the
table for a certain period, and the people
in the area have u right to say whether ther
will agree to the loan or not. The amendmoent
is a reasonable proposition; more particularly
as the Government pose as a Government who
believe in trusting the people. The Govern-
ment themselves do not know what this
liability is going to mean to the people in
the metropolitan arvea. Judging by the tone
of the debate on the sccond reading, this
Bill is brought in simply because a section of
the Government supporters desire to bludgeon
Mr. Badger. I am not holding a brief for
Mr. Badger; I am holding a brict for the
people.  Irrespective of any *down” or
cnmity which hon. members opposite may
have against the late General Manager of the
Brishane Tramways Company. they have no
right to commit the people to this expenditur2
without giving them a voice in the matter.
do not feel disposed to allow the people of
the community to be taxed to the extend
which hon. members opposite want to do.
They said they would make the pastoralists
squeal, and they are determined to make the
business community squeal too. I do not
understand any body of men with ordinary
intelligence attempting to ds what hon, mem-
bers opposite are doing. They are bringing
about a ruinous condition of affairz in this
community by their legisletion. Ther are
carrying out their instruetions.

Mr, Prase:

So are you.
~Mr. MAXWELL: Thers #s no man in this
House who can say that I am =~ dirty tcol
for any section of the communit I represent
the peorle.

Mr, Prigi: What sort of people?

Mr. MAXWELL: If the peeople are nod
satisfied with me, they can have my v
tion at any moment, (Gevernment
The people will show at the

[ r, Marwell,

next elertion
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what they think of hon. members opposite.
Hon. members opposite admit that they are
not game to go to the people on this question.
Tt is only with regard to some fow things that
they say, ‘“Trust the people.’”” When the
Premicr was spcaking on the second rcading
1 stated, by interjection, that local authorities
must refer all loan proposals te the rate-
payers, and the Premier said, “ Do you know
that the Brisbane City Council approached
me with a view to getting certain money and
avoiding an appeal to the people.

The PreEMIER: I do not think the Brisbane
City Council ever approached me on any
question. It was, the Home Secretary they
approached.

Mr. MAXWELL: It wes a Cabinet matter,
at any rats. The people were not considered
in connection with that matter, and righir-
so, because there is no provision in the Local
Authoritics Act requiring that they should be
consulted. The Government turn the people
down now in connertion with a probable
expenditure of £3,000,000 or £4,600,000.

The PREMIER: You want to get as much as
you can for the Tramways Company.

Mr. MAXWELL: I think the hon. gentle-
man is more interested in that than T am.

The Prrviir: When vou talk about the
company getting £38,000,000 or :34.”00,009 haats
are prejudicing the case in favour of the
company.

Ay, MAXWELL: When I was a member
of the Brishane City Counecil =e had opinions
from leading counsel with regard to the
question of goudwill.

AMr. BRESNAN : Who should get the benefit?

Mr. MAXWELL: The people. I am
asking that an opportunity be given to the
people to say whether they are prepared tcﬂx
take the tramways over. In the meantime, 11
the Government are desirous of handing the
tramways over to the people, let them take
them over and hold them in trust until the
people have had an opportunity of deciding
the question. No; thev do not want to do
it. Ther know what is behind it. They know
that, if they take over the tramways them-
selves, they are up against the toughest pro-
position that it is possible for them to be up
against. They know that they will have a
number of their supporters after them for
extensions, and they will have to give the
extensions that are asked for.

Mr. Wison: You know that it was the
company’s refusal to make extensions that
caused the local authorities to move in the
matter.

Mr. MAXWELL: I know that the local
authorities wanted to take over the trams
under a differcnt Act to that which the
Government are now trying to foist on fhe}n.
Ts it any wonder that the local authorities
ask for the right—not as a compliment but
as a right—to say whether the people they
represent shall foot this Bill or not.

My, Wisov: IHow long is it since thes
arrived at that conclusion? About three
weeks ago.

My, MAXWELL: No, more than thres
weoks ago. Ex-alderman Wilon knows the
attitude taken up by the Brisbane City
Clouncil in connection with the appointment
of a Commission. The hon. w
the opinions that were expressed at the
various conferences that were held by the
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local authorities, but all those opinions are
now put on one side. The man with pro-
perty and the pcople who represent the man
with property have a right to say whether
they are going to commit themselves to this
or not.

The position to-day in Qucensland is deplor-
able. Hon. members opposite do not under-
stand what this means. They do not know
what business men are suffering to-day. The
Government have sown the wind and they
will reap the whirlwind. They will have to
do what I have to do, and that is go to their
masters; when they go to their masters they
will have to answer for these things.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1 listened this
morning with surprise to the amendment
moved by the hon. member for Bulimba. It
is wonderful what sort of members we have
on the Opposition side of the House. After
listening to their specches on the sccond
reading of the Bill we found that there
were two divisions in the Opposition. The
Country party took up the attitude that the
people ought to be consulted by referendum.
But what was said by the Nationalist party?
On taking up the “ Daily Mail ¥ of Saturday,
16th September, I find the following head-
ings:—

“ A HoLy MUDDLE.

‘“ THE TRAMWAYS BILL.

“ Demand for a Poll.”

Then it goes on—

““The leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Vowles, and other members of the Coun-
try party impressed the desirableness of
conductirg a referendum of city people
to determine whether the local authorities
should take over the trams.”

Mr. VOWLES :
to a remark made by the
Nationalist party.

Mr. GLEDSON ¢ 1 am coming te that.

Mr. Kerr: You are misconstruing things.
That is a habit of yours.

Mr. GLEDSON: I do not know what the
hon. member for Enoggera is talking about.

My, KerrR: Exactly what I said. You
know you are misconstruing it altogether.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about. He is
too simple-minded. The “ Da1ly Mail 7 goes

on—

“ However, the leader of  the
Nationalists, Mr. Taylor, and other
members of his party could see no use
in a poll of the people, Mr. Taylor
suggesting that they would be in the

he ¢ holy muddle” referred
feader of the

same ‘ holy muddle’ as hefore if an
adverse vote was recorded. Both Opposi-
tion parties indicated various amend-

ments which they proposed to move in
Committee.”

Members of this House come here for the
purpose of doing business and we can only
do business according to the information we
get from members on the Government side
and members on the Opposition side.  After
listening to the speeches on Friday last we
were fullv satisfied that the members of
the Couniry party were whole-heartedly in
favour of a referendum, but the leader of
the Nationalist party and other members of
the party who spoke thought there was no
reason to take a poll and thmt it would onlv
get the whole thing into “a holy muddle.”
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This morning we find that they are endea-
vouring to brmg about ““a holy muddle 7 to
use their own terms.

Mr. KERR: Who are?

Mr. GLEDSON : The Nationalist party, by
the amendment they have moved.

Mr. Si1zer: You let them speak for them-
scives.

Mr. GLEDSON : T am speaking for myself,
but I am going to let the Committee and the
people of Queensland know just what sort
of members we have on the (pposition side,
and what they say on Friday in one week
and what they say on Friday in the following
week. What is the amendment moved for,
if not for the purpose that the P’remier told
the Committee—that is, to delay the taking
over the trams by tho people who should
rightly control them If that is not the
purpose, it must be for the purpose of
extending the franchise of the company.

Now let us take what other hon. members
of the Opposition said on the second reading.
The hon. member for Port Curtis told us
that he favoured a referendum, but he said
that there were only two alternatives to the
proposal in the Bill, one being an extension
of the franchise of the present company and
the second the taking over of the trams by
the Government. He said it was impossible
to consider the latter alternative, and that an
extension of the franchise under the present
conditions was unthinkable. Then this
amendment is moved. What for? Not for
the purpose of assisting the passage of this
Bill, or to help the people of Brisbane and
suburbs to get the control of their trams
into their own hands on favourable terms.
not to assist them to get the extensions they
want, but for the purpose of taking a poll
of those people to decide whether they shall
take over something they know nothing
about. We do not know what liabilities we
shall have to take over. It has been stated
that there will be a liability of £1,200,000,
and that figure has been stretched to
£3,000,000 by another hon. member. How
could a poll be taken intolligently on a
question such as that? 1 say that no poll
can be taken unless we are able to put the
facts clearly before the people. I hope the
hon. member for Bulimba will reconsider this
matter before he presses the amendment—
not. I suppose, with any hope of carrying it.

Hon. W. H. Barwves: You can depend
upon it that he will put it to a division.

Mr. GLEDSON: I know, as a member of
a local authority, what work we have to do,
and I know it would not be fair to take a
poll of the people when we cannot put the
question fairly and squarely bhefore them.

The hon. meniber for Toowong squestpd
that, while the poll was being taken, the
Government should take the trams over in
trust for the people. What would be the
1sc of a poll in that case? If the poll
deeided that the trams were not to be taken
over, we would the next weeck have to change
our minds, as the Nationalist party have
done in the course of the past week.

At 11.30 a.m.,

Mr. PorLLock (Gregory),
of Temporary Chairmen,
man in the chair.

Mr., GILEDSON: We would have to savw,
“The poll has gone against us”’ and we
would have to hand the trams back again.

Mr. Gledson.;

one of the panel
relicved the Chair-
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I hope that the Nationalist party will induce
the hon. member for Bulimba to withdraw
such a useless amendment,

Mr. CORSER (Buractt) : No doubt the hon.
member for Bulimba moved the amendment
in an endeavour to do justice, though I do
not know that it will accomplish the justice
that he is out to accomplish. If the Bill were
2 fair Bill it would be all right to call for a
poll of the people in every area in which a
tramway has been constructed to say whether
or not the tramways should be taken over by
the local authorities, The amendment is not
as democratic under this Bill as it would be
under a fair Bill.

Mr. Courrys: I like to hear that word
*“ democratic ” coming from you.
Mr, CORSER: It is far better than

“ socialistic.” If hon. members look at sub-

clause (2) of clause 26, they will find that the
people for whom the purchase is to be made,
and who will be responsible for any loss, are
the ratepayers; yet they are denied the right
of having a poll to sa7 whether or not they
are prepared to accept those responsibilities,
We shall be buying “a pig in a poke.”” To
be truly democratic and to do the fair thing
under the Bill as we find it, the ratepayers
should be given the opportunity of saying
whether the trams should be taken over
They only will have to foot the bill if there
is any loss, and they only should be con.
suited, It does not matter to the Tramwavs
Company who takes over the trais oy whe
pays for them. At the present tise the com.
pany is well satisfied with the Bill; it is
practically its Bill. I know that practically
all the suggestions of the Tramiays Com.
pany which are of any value are to be
accepted, so there is no necessity to consider
the company in this ristter,

Mr. Harteev: How do vou know that?
You must have inside information,

Mr. CORSER: Nover mind where I got
my information from. We have to satisfy
the ratepayers, who will have to pay. 1
would like to see the hon. member for
Bulimnba alter his amendment to give the
ratepayers the opportunity of voting. The
man  who advocates low fares at local
authority elections will get the votes. It
'..‘1]] be possible for us to have low fares, but
the ratepayers all the time will have to make
good the loss.

Mr. SIZER (Yundah): I very much regret
the smallness of mind of the hon. member
for Ipswich; he is developing into one of
the most arrogant misrepresentationists that
I know in this House. He attempts to deny
to hon. members on this side the right to
deal honestly with any subject—that right
which is denied to him, because if he thinks
i1 one direction and his party instruct in
ancther he has to vote with the machine,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. SIZER: 1 resent very much the
attitude which the hon. member has taken
up.

The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN : Order!
1 hope that the hon. member will deal with
the amendment,

Mr. SIZET I intend +o deal with the
amendment. and also with the misrepresent: -
tien of the hon. member for Ipswich., Surely
I am entitled to do that! He has spoken
in en unfair manner. Only this session the
hon. member for Fitzroy spoke against an
amendment and then voted for it. On the

[Ar. Qledson.
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second reading of this Bill I spoke against
such an amendment as this, and I intend to
vote against it. We ave free to speak and
vote as we like. In that direction lies the
strength of the anti-Labour party. In that
respect we are situated differently to hon.
members opposite.

Mr. GrLeEpsox: Go on now and deal with
the Bill,
Mi. BIZER: We have to iccognise that.

this is a non-party measure; it is not a vital
principle of party politics.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order t
If the hon. member does not deal with the
amendment, I shall ask hiin to resume his
seat,

Mr. SIZER : Surely I can make my speech:
in my own way !

The TEMPORARY CHATIRMAN: The
hon. member will make his speech in accord-
ance with the amendment,

Mr. SIZER: I am speaking to the amend-
ment. Surely I can give arguments why ‘I
intend to oppose the amendmment! You have
no right, Mr. Pollock

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

NMr. SIZER: You have no right to direct
me in the manner in which I have to deliver
a speech.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Orderi
The hon. member must know that the Chair-
man has the right to keep speakers to an
amendment. 1 intend to do that.

Mr. SIZER: I am speaking to the amend-
ment; I am coming to the argument why L
oppose the amendment.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAXN: I
advise the hon. member to get to that
argument.

Mr. SIZER: I cannot see why any poll
sheuld be taken in this matter. Probably
now I shall be in order in giving my rezsons.
I said on the sccond reading that the alterna-
tive to giving an extension to the Tramways
Company on the terms laid down by the
compans was (Government or municipal con-
trol.  As I am opposed to Government
control entirely and I cannot stand up for
the proposals submitted by the Tramways:
Company, there is no other course than to-
agree to a system of munieipaslisation. See-
ing that this matter has been hanging fire
for two years, we should come to some
decision. I do not think that anything is to
be gained by taking a poll on this question..
The argument that, because the ratepayers
will be called upon to carry more responsi-
bilities, they should be given the right to
vote cannot hold, because the Government
have altered the franchize of local govern-
ment, and have placed non-ratepavers on the:
same footing as ratepayers with regard to
the right to vote. No poll would be effcctive
so far as getting a direct voice from those
who have to shoulder the respensibilities is.
concerned. 1 cannot see ant reason for a
poll.  If a poll resulted in the negstive, the
result would strengthen the hands of the
company and place it in the positien to act
towards the people of Briskanc a: it thinks
{it. The terms proposed hy the cempany are
not in any way reasonable. I am satisfied
that if a poll resulted in the neaative the
meagre concessions which the company now
offers would be withdrawn, and we would be
in a worse position by being forced to grant
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the company a franchise on its own terms or
be in the haphazard position that we are in
to-day. The Tramways Company has the
right to carry out extensions when it thinks
. The people of Brisbane and the outlying
suburbs are entitled to tramway e(tensmns
and they are waiting for them. If a poll
would have the effect of causing them to
wait for any length of time, then T am not
in favour of a poll. I do not think that any
responsible body of men can agree that the
company should have a further extension of
the franchise on the terms that the company
suggest. It has been suggested that a poll
should be taken on the question of valuation,
but I cannot see how a valuation can be
arrived at before the trams are taken over
and the matter is settled by the court. No
more definite information on that point could
be submitted to the people, and they would
still be voting in the dark on the question
of cost, and thcv would nat be able to give
an -opinion in an effective way on “the
financial side of the project. It i3 rather a
pity that hon. members oppoesite should sug-
gest that hon. meimbers on this side represent
the company. I regret that there is no one
here to advocate the csse for the company,
so that we would be able to know exactly
what the company is prepared to do. I am
basing my avguments on the statement by
the Premier as to the last word by the
Tramways Company. If the company was
to be more reasonable, it might induce one
to change ones mind. I reoret that there
is no one in this Chamber who can spenk
as the mouthpiece of the company, and let
us know dehmtelv what the company is pre-
pared to do if It ‘gets an extension of the
franchise. That would help very materially
In the absence of that information, and
taking Lhe Promier’s statement as to the
company’s terms, there is no reason why we
should have a poll. Under the Local Authori-
ties Act it is provided thwt a poll shall be
taken on the question of a loan. There is a
distinet difference in this matter. Here is an
assct that has cost a large sum of moncy
and has either to be carried on in the
ordinary manner by the company or it has
to be acquired. Kver since the franchise
was given 1t has been understood that,
at a given date, the trams would be acquired
by the municipal authorities. The people
on that cccasion gave the company a limited
franchise, knowing full well that at the end
of the time they would have to meet finanecial
obligations in connection with the taking
over of the trams. We have now arrived
at that stage when the trams should he
acquired. The time is most advantageous.
It the matter is left for another ten or

twenty years, it will become far more costly
than it would be to-day to acquire the
coneern. It can be acquired to-dav at the
cheapest possible rate without doing any
injustice to the company. The poll is
unnecessury  also beczuse the company s
anxious to discontinue its operations. It has

been so harassed by the Government for the

last few wears that it is heartily sick and
tired of the whole business.

Mr. Harteey: That is a nice tale. Offer it
an cxtended franchise to-morrow and see

what would happen.

Mr. SIZER: I am saying what I know to
be correct. The company would carry on on
the terms that it suggests, hut they are alto-
gether unreasonable. It will nof carry on
on reascnable terms, because it is sick and
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tired of the husiness and is very anxious to
hand the trams over to the local authorities.
The only tribunal that can protect the people
is an impartial tribunal, and I am sure that
the company also will get justice at the hands
of that tribunal. Realising that the company
is anxious to get rid of the concern, we
cannot expeet that it will make any reason-
able concessions to the people.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I ask the hon. member to connect his remarks
with the amendment. He is now making a
second-reading speecch.

Mr. SIZER: Realising that I am going
to vote against the amecudment, I think I
should have a full opportunity for giving my

reasons for voting against it,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: That
does not give the hon. membor latitude to
make a second-redding speech.

Mr. SIZER: I have advanced tle major

pertion of my arguments. I do not see any
advantage in taking a poll. We shall have
to stand up to our responsihility es public
men. 1 do not agree that the company
siould have an extension of the franchise on
the terms that it lays down. I am opposed
to governmental control. I agree with muni-
cipal control.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. SIZER:
to oppese

My. VOWLES (Dalby): T would like to
reply to some Of the remarks made by the
hon. member for Ipswich when he read a
quotation from the * Daily Mail ” referring
to the views of various ho" members on this
«de, and showing that theve is o difference
of opmlon mo]‘ﬂ"st us. I am very glad that
he drew 1ttent10n to that. e demonstrates
that there is liberty of thought and action on
this side of the Chambaor snd that we are not
tied down like hon. members opposite. I do
not see why there should be any delay in
taking a poll. Take the case recently where
a poll was taken under the Wheat Pool Act.
That Act could not come into operation until
after a poll had been taken. The pool was
a matter of urgency because the Act had to
deal with the coming crop. The poll was
takon in a very short space of time.

The PreMIEr: It is impossible to tell the
clectors what financial obligations will be
involved.

Mr. VOWLES: The local authorities are
being asked to take over the trams. They
are not satisfied at present, because every-
thing is indefinite. The Governwent should
obtain a further mandate from the poople
in connection with the matter. We do not
know what the amount is going to be, and
the Premier said that, if we could offer a
solution for deciding what the amount is
going to be, he would agree to it.

The Prumier : 1 said a satisfactory solution.

Mr. VOWLES: I would suggest that the
hon. gentleman should adopt a spirit of con-
ciliation and allow the local authorities to
deal directly with the Tramways Company
and see if thesy can come to terms. If they
did that, it would ohviate the necessity of a
poll.  Notwithstanding that both sides at the
Jast municipal election Hn(lmed in favour
of the municipalisation of the tramways, I
would not consider that I had a mandate
until T knew what the cost was going to he.

Mr. Vowles,]

For those recasons 1 intend
the amendment.
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I would point out that the Government have
had the power during the last two years to
do what they are now doing, and if the ques
tion of urgency is the cssence of the con-
tract, they should have dealt with the matter
long ago. The underlying principle in the
Tocal Authorities Act in all matters affect-
ing loans is that the ratepayers should be the
persons to decide whether a loan shall be
obtained or not; and in connection with a
gigantic scheme like this—probably the
biggest scheme that the local authorities will
ever have to deal with—the same principle
should apply. In the past, when that prin-
ciple was applied, only the property-owners
had a vote, while now every elector has a
vote. There are certain property-owners
whose propertics may cventually be subject
to special taxation as the result of the local
authorities taking over the trams, who will
not and cannot ever expect to make any use
of the trams. They live in remote localities
and use the railways, and surely they should
have a voice in saying whether their pro-
perties shall be taxed in the future to make
up any loss. I understand that the represen-
tatives of the Tramways Company have been
in touch with the Premier and the depart-
ment. At all events, they have interviewed
him, and I understand that he has agreed
to make some alterations in the Bill, and I
do not think that the hon. gentleman 1is
justified in accusing members on this side of
representing the company. I do not even
know a shareholder of the company, and have
never seen one to my knowledge.

The PREMIER: You must know some share-
holders of the company, although you may
not know that they are shareholders.

Mr. VOWLES: I certainly have had no
consultation with them. I understand repre-
sentatives of the company have been in con-
sultation with the Premier, and I do not see
why he should stand up and say we are
working in the interests of the company.

The PrEMiER: The hon. member is wrong
in accusing me of saying it.

Mr. VOWLES: We have Leen accused of
being here in the interests of the company.
We are here to protect the interests of the
public.

The PREMIER (Hon. L. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): The hon. members who have
been advocating the amendment—the hon.
member for Bulimba and the hon. member
for Toowong—are opposing the Bill on the
ground that it is a departure from the usual
custom in dealing with matters of this kind.
Under the Local Authorities Act the electors
in a lcecal authority area have the right to
say by a poll whether they desire to incur an
obligation or not. That is only partly stating
the case. Under a previous Administration,
wheo the hon. member for Bulimba was a
responsible Minister, an Act was passed con-
stituting the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Doard. That Board is allowed to
incur a liability exceeding a couple of million
pourds without consulting the ratepayers by
way of a referendum.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: I: that a fair
parallel ?

The PREMIER: Of course, 1t is a fair
parallel. The same Administration of which

the hon. member for Bulimba was a member
on more than one occasion created harbour
boards in various parts of Quecensland, and
allowed them to borrew up to the limits pre-
scribed in their Acts without consulting the
ratepayers or the electors in their particular

[Mr. Vowles.
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areas. That is another analogous case. Now
the hon. member sets himself up as a
champion of what he calls democracy, and
insists that this Bill is a blow at democracy
because it contains no provision for a
referendum ; yet his own Government passed
Acts through this Chamber in which there
was no such provision, and which absolutely
ignored the rights of individuals in those
cases. It seems to me that the amendment
is only moved for the purpose of trying to
socure a little cheap political notoriety. The
bon. member for Toowong tried to create
the impression that the whole of the local
authorities in the metropolitan area had
demanded a referendum. That is a false
impression. It is true that there has been
a meeting of certain representatives of local
authorities—but not all the local authorities
were represented—which carried by a
majority a resolution in favour of a poll:
co that the hon. member was not justified
in saying that the whole of the local authori-
ties in the metropolitan area were in favour
of a poll. When the local authority repre-
sentatives met me in connection with this
Bill towards the end of last year, and suhse-
quently when they met the Home Secretary
in confercnce, they did not suggest a poll or
ask for a poll. Subsequently, when a meet-
ing of the representatives of the local
authorities concerned was called by the Home
Secretary—the meeting was held in South
Brisbane on 10th February last—the whole of
the scheme was considered. The details of
the scheme were placed hefore the meeting
by the Home Secretary, and there was no
suggestion at that meeting that a poll should
be taken. It was only after the * Courier ”
and certain other papers had worked up an
opposition to the Bill that the local authori-
tres started to talk about a referendum,
am going to quote from a report of the dis-
cussion which followed the Home Secretary’s
address at the conference of local authority
representatives in South Brisbane, and some
of the views which were expressed by some
of the representatives present at that
conference.  Alderman Faulkner, Mayor of
South Brisbane, said—

“71 do not think there is one man in
Australia who will object to the financial
arrangements. I have never objected to
a trust, and I never will object.”

He did subsequently object. Alderman Jolly,
Mayor of Windsor, said—

“No exception can be taken to the
creation of a trust for the purpose of
taking over the trams. That is essential.
In the Melbourne Act the Commission
there was appointed by the Governor in
Council, and not by the local authorities
concerned. The weakness in that Act is
that these people represent the State, and
not the city from whence they are
extracting their income. I quite agree
with the argument that we, as represen-
tatives of the people, should be able to
elect the six best men to fill the six
positions on the trust.”

Alderman Gelston, Brisbane City Council,
said—
““We are pledged to a polier of muni-
cipalisation of the trams. I am pledged
to it, T admit, and quite believe in it.”
Alderman Burnett, Toowong Town Council,
said—

“ T think the proposal is fair and
reasonable and one that should appeal
to us all. I can personally give my
hearty support to the proposals.”
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Aldefman  Recs,
sald—

“ T agree with the proposal in the main
particulars, and I think aldemmen will
have sufficient common sense to agree to
the Bill.”

‘Councillor Peterson, Toombul Shire Council
and President of the Country Party Crganisa-
tion, said—

“ Personally 1 am highly gratified with
the proposal.”

Alt(liernlall Russell, Hamilton Town Council,
said—

““ I do not carc what method is adopted.
Commission or Trust, as long as we get
the tramwuys.”’

Alderman.Diddams, Mayor of Brisbane, said—

“It puts the local authority on a
better footing than what it is on to-day.”

Alderman McLachlan, Brisbane City Council,
sald-—

“ Judging by the unanimity displaved
by the conference speakers, I do not think
there will be much trouble in the passage
of the Bill.”

Mr. Braxd: You should not be afraid of
taking a referendum.

The PREMIER: Judging by the interjec-
tion, it is evident that the hon. member has
just blown into the Chamber, and, as he has
not heard the dcbate this morning, he cannot
male an intelligent interjection. He disciosed
by that a lamcntable lack of knowledge of
what has been said this morning, so that I
will not take any further notice of that inter-
jection. Subsequent to the conference I have
been speaking about there was a meeting of
local authority representatives, at which a
resolution was carried which the hon. member
for Toowong takes as the expression of
opinion of the whole of the local authorities
in the metropolitan area. That is a wrong
deduction, and on that account the hon.
member 1s lubouring under a wrong im-
pression,

Mr. MaxweLL: It is not a wrong deduction.

The PREMIER: To prove that it is a
wrong deduction, I want to point out that a
resolution was submitted to the ~onference.
I have not denied thav the resolution which
the hon. member read was carried at that
conference by a majority—but not represent-
ing everyone there, because some spoke
against it—and after the conference, which
was officially call:d by the Home Secretary,
had placed on record the opinions I have read
out; but at the meeting which the hon. mem-
ber imentions a resolution was submitted to
that cffect. The report I have contains no
record of that resolution. It does not con-
tain all the resclutions discussed at the confer-
ence. Ior instance, it does not contain any
reference to the resolution that the time was
inopportune to take over the trams, which was
turned down by a very large majority, and it
can be taken that even that meeting endorsed
the taking over of the trams under the Bill
which is now before the Committ-e. If there
is any suggestion that the Government refuse
to face a poll on this question, 1 want to
dissipate that feeling. Tt docs not matter to
me personally or to the Government whether
such a poll is carried or not. The only thing
the Government are concerned about is to
assist the public authorities in Brisbane to
get what they ought to have—that is, posses-
sion of this indispensable public utility. What
does it mafter to the Government as a party,
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or what does it matter to the outlying districts
of the State? It only concerrs the metro-
politan arca, and the Government would not
suffer if the matter was submitted to a poll
and turned down; but the people of the
metropolitan area would suffer, and that is
what we have to avoid. That is what 1
stressed on the second reading, and that is
the main ground on which I cbj:ct to the
amendment. If a poll were taken and the
people were ill-advised enough to turn down
the Bill, what is going to follow? Inevitably
a miore or less indefinite cxtension of the
franchisc of the Brishane Tramways Com-
pany, and the certainty of greater difficulties
than we are facing to-day when the trams
have to be taken over in the future. That is
the objection to the poll—not that the people
should not be trusted.

But there is another consideration. If a
poll is taken, it cannot be expected that the
CGovernment will make it a party issue and
fight against the carrying of the poll. We
are only indirectly concerned as a Govern-
ment because we are administering the affairs
of the State, and for the time being leading
affairs in this Chamber. We are called upon
to do what we are doing because we are the
Government. It would not be our function
to fight against the carrying of ihe poll for
the Bill. Whose function would it be? The
Tramways (ompany is the int-rested party—
I am not saying that in a nasty sense—and it
is justified in spending in its own interests a
lot of money to have the Bill defcated.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE : Why showld it? It only
wants to get reasonable terms for the acquisi-
tion of the trams.

The PREMIER: It is going to get raason-
able terms under this Bill: but, if the Bill is
turned down on a poll, the people would not
get reasonable terms. If the Tramways Com-
pany got a further twenty-one years’ franchise,
the cost of taking the trams over would
cventuaily represent another £1,000,000. Is
that not worth fighting for?

My, ErpuinstoNg: The Company is quite
satisfied with the Bill.

The PREMIER: I am not disputing that.
If the Bill was turned down on a poll, must
the company not get an extension?

My, Erpuinstozt: The Govirnment
dictate the position.

The PREMIER : If we dictated the position
and we said, ** We will give you an cxtension
on certzin restricted conditions,” the company
would say that it would not accept those
conditions.

Mr. EreuixstoNg: There are other com-
panies which would take them.

The PREMIER: Only by buying out this
company and paying compensation.

My, ErpHINSTONE: That has to be done in
any case.

The PREMIER : Does the hon. member for
Oxley suggest that we should take over the
trams and then hand them over to some
other company?

Mr. ErpainstoONE : That would be a reason-
able proposition.

The PREMIER: I am putting the prac-
tical difficulties the Government are faced
with in the matter of a poll. If a poll is
taken under this Bill and the pcople turn
down the proposition, then there is no alter-
native. You cannot allow the present con-
dition of drift to go on, when the people

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]

will
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at the same time want improvemenis and

oxtensions.  There is no other alternative
than practically to agree to a restricted

oxtension of the franchise of the company.
The Government cannot “stand pat” and
allow the present condition of things to con-
tinue. Therefore there is only one alterna-
tive, and that is to agree to an extension of
the franchise. If a poll were taken and the
people turned down the proposition, there
would be a large and influential body of
opinion here which would try to force the
Government to agree to the company’s terms.
They would be 1n favour of the company’s
propesal—that is, an cxtension of 1ts fran-
chise for at least twenty-one years.

ITox. W. H. BARNES {(Bulimba): The
hon. gentleman who has just resumed his
scat has put up seme *° Aunt Sallies” just to
knock them down. I want to remind him that
in 1920 an Act was passed which gave the
Government power to purchase the trams.
Does the hon. gentleman deny that? They
had the power to purchase the trams and,
at that time, it was part aand parcel of their
policy. In connecetion with my amendment,
the Premier has tried to make out that hon.
members who are supporting it are out to
assist the Tramways Company.

The PREMIER:
sciously ?

Hov. W. H. BARNES: The Government
of which I had the honour of being a
member refused to extend the franchize of
the Tramways Company beyond a certain
period.

The PREMIER:
very sound.

Hox., W. . BARNES: T sav we were
sensible people. We recognised that it was
& question for the people to decide.

The Prruxier: No. The 1813 Act which
vour Government passed made no provision
for reference to the people.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Tt did something
more than that—it brought all the different
lines un to a certain period when the fran-
chize expired, and made it possible to deal
with them, and the Premier knows that.

The Pruvizr: Why did you give a further
franchise to the company?

Hon. W. H. BARNTS: We are not asking
that this matter should be put on one side
indefinitely. It has already been indicated
that therc is probably a division of freling
on his side in conncetion with the amend-
ment: but whatever the views of hon. mem-
Lers on this side mav be, there is not a man
hiere who wants to bolster up the Tramways
Company in any way.

OrrosttioNy MeMBERS : ITear, hear!

Jox. W. H. BARNES: We are out fo
further the interests of the people. If the
amendment is carried. how long is it going
to take hefore the matter is put before the
people? A monfh_would compass it casily.
The Premier and the hon. member for Nun-
dah have stated that the people are clamour-
ing for the trams. I admit that that is a
very strong argument, and I want to follow
it up and =ar that, if that is the positien,
and the people do not care what the cost is
going to be, then we are prepared to carry
the proposal.  This will give to the people
what they have a right to receive, and that
is tne r{g‘ht to express themselves on this

[ITon. E. G. Theodore.
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question. I eannot understand a Government
culling its2lf a democratic Government oppos-
ing this amendment. The Premier got
angry this morning, but I do not know why

he did. If it were only the ratepavers, I
could understand why the hon. gentleman

got on his tail and lost his temper.

Mr. GLEDSOX : He was not angry; you are
only saying that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The position is
perfectly clear.  We know that the vote
would be taken on the electoral rolls with
he adult franchise.

The PreMIER: What would be the conse-

quence of an adverse vote?

Tox. W. H. BARNES: The Government
would still be in a position to take over the
trams. There was a time when the Govern-
ment of which the Premicr was a member
stood for the policy of referring matters to
the people. The Premier doos not under-
stand the amendment. I fancy that he can-
not have read it, so I will read it again.

‘“This Act shall not come into forece
unless or until a poll of the electors of
every area, within any part of which any
tramlines of the company are con-
structed, has been taken upon the ques-
tion whether or not this Act shall come
into force, nor unless a majority of the
cleetors who vote at such poll vote in
favour of bringing this Aect into force.

““Such poll shall be taken in the
manner provided by the Loeal Authori-
tics Acts for the ascertainient of the
wishes of clectors by taking a poll.”

Surely, that is democratic enough. I do not
know why the Premier should gct angry
about ar amendment like that. I he afraid
to trust the people?

Mr. FERRICKS: You arve not fair in saying
that the Premier is angry. hecause he was
quite cool when he was speaking. You are
deliberately misrepresentine him so that you
can get it into * Hansard.”

Hox. W. H. BARNES : Evidently the hon.
member for South Brisbane also is getting
ang (Laughter.) The fact remains that
this is a democratic amendment. as it gives
the people the right to expres: their opinion
cn the question.

The Preaner: Do you say that the people
have been clamouring for this?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Is the Premier
afraid to trust the people under this amend-
rent?  Does the Premier think that the
amendment is of such a character that the
people will not be able to understand the
appeal when it is put to them? Is that it?
Flas the Premier lost faith in the people?
At ona time when the Premier was put up
for sale ha used to top the poll at some of

ihe funcilons in connection with the  spin-
ning jennies’” and other things. Now he is
apparently afraid to trust the people. The
hon. member for Ipswich said that somc

members of the Opposition had ected two
wavs. I did not speak on the second reading.
<o the hon. member cannot accuse me of act-
ing in different ways.

3fr. GreEpsox: I read the Press report.

TIox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
read the Press report. but I was unable to
speak on the secohd reading last week
bocause I was suffering from a cold.

Mr. BrexNAN: You had a ‘“go”’ at me.
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
deserved all he got, and he will get move next
time. This amendment cught “to appeal to
ove democrat in the Chamber. It is a
songible amendment, and it shows that the
people can be trusted. It puts the people on
a pedestal where avidently thr Premijer does
not want them to be placed. I hope the
Committee will carry the amerdment beeause
it is a scnsible one and is in k eping with the
Local Authorities Act, and carries it out to its
fullest extent.

My, HARTLEY (Fitzroy):
wtterances of hon, gentlemen opposite 1n
favour of the amendment, there 1s no nued
to submit the question of the acquizition of
the trams to a referendum. To 1+ all vory
well for the hon. membor to acrase other
people of showing h:cat, but that shows how
hypoeritical the hon. gentleman's “utterances
can be. It is ovident that he has been whipped
up by someone and is ])IL‘I)dlcd by methosdls,
scrapulous or unscrupulous, to “delay th‘
acquisition of thuse trams.

In spite of the

IIov. W. H. BARNES: I risc to a point of
order. Is the hou. member for Fitzroy in

order in saying that a member—vreferring to
myzelf—adopted unserupulous methods?
Mr. Harreey: I did not say that.

The TEMPORARY (CHAIRMAN: did
not hear the hon. member use that « 'prezsion,
but if he did it is not in order. I would ask

the hon., member if he did make use of the
expression complained of 7

Mr. HARTLEY : T.did not make the remark
that the hon. gontleman imputes to me. The
words 1 used were that it was very evident
to me that he was whipped up by methods,
scrupulous  or unscrupwous, to delay the
acquisition of the trams. That is the hon.
gentleman’s attitude, and that 1s why he cpolse
as he did in reference to the Premier’s
remarks.  However, the hon. member him-
self has supplied the very best evidence and
the hest reason why this proposed referendum
should not be assinted to, The Government
of which the hon. member for Bulimba was
a membor in 1913 limited the estension of the
franchise to the Brishane Tramways Company
to a certain term of years, therebsy admitting
that the Government of which he was a
member acknowledged the inalicnable vight
of the people and the inevitable necessity
at some time or other in the futur» of hand-
ing over the tramway system to the pcople
of Brisbane.

Hon. W. H. BARNES :

Mr. HARTLEY : Then why is there any
need for any referendum to ask the people
whether they will accept what is already
theirs.

Hon. W. H. BARNES :
Government.

Mr. HARTLEY : If the hon. member, as a
maomber of the Government, was so anxious to
safeguard the rights of the future residents
of this city that he would only agree to a
limited franchise, why ask them now whether
they want to come into their heritage? Why
ask them now if they want to ace pt it when
thesr have alreadsr got it? The Government
acknov\hdwgd the Snalienable right of the
people in a eity like this to own the public
utility at some future date, and now, for
some chscure reason and some very urgent
reason, 1 hon. gentlemman wishes to delay
the acquisition of the trams and actually to
call into question the right of the people to

I admit that.

We have still got the
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own those trams. T think that everybody will
admit that every Act that has been passed,
and cvers amendment. has always had that
foundaticn principle laid down—that only
under certain conditions would the Brishane
Tramvays Company be allowed to operate
the trama because at some futvre date they
were to become the property of the munici-
pality and the ratepayve There is no nced
to contemplate the submisiion of the acquisi-
tion of the trams to the ratepayvers or to
include the amendment in this Bill.

At 12.18 p.m.,
The CHAIRVAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MAXWELL (7 00110r1g) I wish to
contradict the statement made by the Premier
this morning. The Premier, during his criti-
cism of my remarks, desived to convey to the
Committes that I was trying to crcate a false
impression by making a false statement
regarding what eventuated at the local
authoritics confercnce. The Premier admits
that he has the same information that I have
mys~lf, but he says that there was another
resolution carried. Another resolution was
submitted, but it was not carried.

My, HARTLEY :
other resolution?

Mr. MAXWELL: How can one answer a
silly, inane remark like that? The Premier-
received similar information to that which
I rv:oceived, but my information dom not
contain that resolution, and rightly s

Mr. Rrorpax: The Premier says that the
whole of the local authorities did not agree.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a well-known fact.
that it is not customary to forward resolu-
tions which have been defcated.. It is cus-
tomary to forward only resolutions which
have been agreed to by a majority. Any-
how, a ma]orltv of the local authoritics did
agree, and the information I have has been
conveyed to_me by the local authorities
themseh es. It is headed—

¢ Amendments suggested by a confer-
ence of local authorities of the district of
the Trust as defined by the Bill, viz. :—

The cities of Brishane and South

Why didn’t you quote the

Brisbane: the towns of Hamilton,
Tthaca, Toowong. and Windsor; and
the shires of Ralmoral, Coorparoo,
Tnoggera. Kedron, Stephens, and
Toombul.”
I believe that this information has been
convered to other hon., members. 1 am not

in touch with the local authorities, and it has

been posted to me.
Mr. Riorpax: 1 have not got it

Mr. MAXWELL: I take 1t that it was
forwarded to the metropolitan members
because it is of great interest to them. They
go on to pe(zlfy amendments and at the
end ther say—

“The conference rcsolved to
the Minister to make provision—
That pricr to the formation of the
trust a vote of the cluctors be taken,
undor the same provisions as govern
rdinary loan proposals of loeal authori-
he% upon the advisableness of the trust
belntr established, or, as an alternative,
that the Brisbane Tramways Company
Timited be granted an extension of
tramway franchise, on conditions to be
agreed upon in regard to extensions
and other matters, on a scheme whereby

My, Marwell.]

request
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the profits accruing from the working
of the tramways may be shared by the
local authorities through whose areas
the tramways maw run.”

Mr. Wison : What is the date of that?

Mr. MAXWELL: I cannot give the date,
but it was only a few days ago. I would
be contemptible if I attompted to mislead
the Committee, and it stands to reason that,
if T did try to do o, hon. members opposite
would have the \vhip-ha,nd a few minutes
afterwards and could deal with me as they
thought fit. I am interested in the local
authorities which I represent, and I claim
that, as a metropolitan member, T have a
pelfect right to put the views of the local
authorities interested before the Committee.

I am sorry that the Premier made the
statements he did, and I throw his charge
back at him. I have made no false state-
ments.

Mr. GLEDSON : Did you not say that all the
local authorities asked for it?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will let the hon.
member read the document I have and he
can see for himself. It is very evident
that some hon. members opposite know what
has taken place in other quarters, and they
say that members on this side are linked up
with certain vested intercests. That, I think,
is unfair. Then they say that we are being
dictated to by a section of the Press. I
deny it. I have been endowed with ordinary
intelligence and I am using it in the best
interests of my constituents, and I say—
irrespective of the statement of the Premier
—that the local authorities have asked for
a certain thing. As a representative of one
of the metropolitan electorates, I stand for
that and support the amendment.

Mr. WEIR (Uan/bmauf/h) I should like
to take this oppoxtunlt of baymg somethmg
about the question of goodwill as it is
affected by this amendment. I am satisfied,
unles there is some very good evidence before
us in this Committee of which I am unaware,
that the question of goodwill will not be
found to be a material factor in determining
the price of the trams. If, on the other
hand, the Committee is deluded into enter-
tammcr the amendment, I venture to say that
all the power of money will be used in the
campaign on the referendum. The case will
be argued by members of the Opposition to
try to get the people to turn down this pro-
posal to take over the trams., Why do I
say that the power of money will be used?
Take the estimate of £1.700.000 as the pos-
sible’ value of the undertaking on the omne
hand, and £868,000 as the hygheqt capital
value which can be put upon it, apart from
guodwill.  In other words. there is £800,000
at least involved in this question, It stands
to reason that a company which stands to
win £600,000 on a transaction like this will
put up sorme money to fight the question. I
say that just at this juncture the question
of goodwill caunot be a factor: but, if a poll
were taken, there is not the slightest doubt
that that question would be fought and used
against the proposal. I know perfectly well
that money can do much in swinging the
people off the right track. Just imagine a
fight by the papers. bv the capitalistic influ-
ences, by the money influences, by members
of the Oppm]hon in the streets, to take from
the public the inherert right they have to
take over the trams,

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
before.

[Mr. Mazwell.

They did it
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Mr. WEIR: They did do it before. I
want io draw the attention of this Committee
to the disparity in the matter of values
which this question, if fought at a referen-
dum, would open up. Taking £1,700,000 as
the figure which has been quoted as the
possible value of the undertaking, and
£868.000 as the maximum value at which
the assets can be taken, there is a disparity
of £800.000. Then, taking 3r. Blundell’s
own figures—and he should know--the reason-
able profits in one year, after allocating 14
per cent. to various other 0b|ects are :8160 000.
If the profits are £160,000 in one year and
the other figures are based on "£868,000,
there is 75 per cent. more in Mr. Blundell’s
figures than there is in these. I venture
to sav that, if these people can get this
question submitted to a referendum, the
amount involved will be £1.250,000.

Mvr. BrexnaN: They could spend £10,000
on the campaign.

Mr. WEIR: Of course they could. If
£1.250,000 is involved, they will see that,
with the rate of profit ‘which they can make
it will pay them in time to come to spend
the whole of that £1,250,000 to prove good-
will. I propose to show why I say it cannot
be got in this case. My contention is that
just at this juncture, without a referendum.
goodwill is not a factor. I say that it cannot
be the test. I want to quote now from Floy
on “Valuation of Public Utility Proper-
ties,” on page 137 of which he says—

“The present day opinion, both of
the public and its officials, leans toward
a minimising or entire negligence of
any value of goodwdl accruing to a
public utility plopelty

the exist-
Let us

Public opinion denies absolutely
ence of goodwill in a public utility.
ge further—

“ Judge Tayler, in arbitgating %he
Cleveland Traction controversy, in which
settlement no allowance whatever for
goodwill was made, explained his views
as follows :—

I allow nothing for goodwill. A
street railway company which has a
monopoly, and especially if it has
franchise value remaining, can have
no goodwill value.”’

That is precisely the position of the Brisbane
Tramways Company, On this authority
those tramways have no goodwill value.

Mr. VOWLES:
that.

Mr. WEIR: O,

We are not dealing with

yes we are—that is the
“ nigger in the wood pile.”” The company is
after  goodwill. ~The hon. member for
Bulimba is wide enough awake
[12.30 p.m.] to see what it is after. If it can
get thiz to the people, the issue
will be one of goodwill; there is no ques-
tion in my mind about that. et us go
further—
“The Wisconsin Commission has fol-
lowed the prevailing opinion of the
courts with regard to goodwill, saying—

There may be an element of good-
will in the business of a public service
corporation where competition exists
and the public may resort to more
than one publie utility for the desired
service; but, where the public is con-
fined to a single public utility for
the service the latter undertakes, it
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would seem that there is no ground

upon which goodwill can be predi-

cated,”
Without going further, we are safe in assum-
ing on those two findings that at this
juncture at least no goodwill is entailed.
Let us go further on the question of good-
will—

“ As indicating the wvariable and
indefinite valuc attaching to goodwill,
the following opinions of courts are
valuable :—

A monopoly has no goodwill, for its
customers are retained by compulsion,
not by their voluntary choice.

But the term ‘goodwill’ may be
misleading. Lord Xidon said that

¢ goodwill” is nothing more than the

probability that the old customers will

resort to the old place.

Under any possible definition, i

involves an element of personal choice.

This phrase is inappropriate where

there can be no choice.”
I say that all that is involved is the question
of the old customers resorting to the old
place, or the old name being applied to the
new firm. That is quite apart from a public
utility in which goodwill does not trade
itself.

The sinister move on the part of the
Opposition is to put this issue to the people
and defeat the Government. It would be
worth a million of moncy to the company
to obtain that result. I trust that nothing
will happen in this Chamber to prevent the
Government turning the company down for
good and all.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 take the view
that there is no necessity to take a poll of
the people in regard to this matter. 'That
is the attitude which I adopted on the
second reading, and I am confirming it now.
Already the local authority representatives
have given full expression to their views,
and they are elected by the people who are
concerned.  As against that, if I could see
an alternative scheme whereby the people
could have a further say, I would not hesi-
tate a moment in letting them have it. I
am not prepared to have any further delays
in this matter. The pcople of the metro-
politan area have been hanging on for some
time, and the position has been considerably
aggravated by the Government’s mishand-
ling of the situation. For two vears the
Premier has played with the Brisbane Tram-
ways Company. Had there been a proposi-
tion which would have been acceptable to
the people, it would have been made known
to this House and to the people. We must
take the Premicr’s word thay the only
arrangement the company would make would
be one detrimental to the people. I think
that the hon. member for Nundah was right
in saying that we would be well-advised in
having the opinion of the Tramways Com-
pany oh this matter. I am not going to
excuse the attitude I take up on this matter.
I do it from many points of view. the prin-
cipal one being the interests of the people.
I am very sorry that an agreement has not
been arrived at to save litigation between
the company and the Government. When
the South Australian Act came before Par-
liament in that State there was in it a
schedule containing a complete agreement,
setting out what was going to be done,
Unfortunately, our Government have not
given the people any information on the

matter., An arrangement should have been
come to somehow or other. It is not too
late mow to appoint representatives of the
local authorities to confer with the Brisbane
Tramways Company and have an agreement
arrived at to save the people this expense.
Mr. GiLpay: On what would they confer?

Mr. KERR: The schedule in the South
Australian Act gave details of the assets—
tangible, intangible, and otherwise—on which
an agreement was arrived at. Any reason-
able company would come to an agreement.

Mr. Gipay: To run them conjointly ?

Mr. KERR: No, I do not say that; I
think that the time has passed for running
them conjointly. It has never been con-
tonded otherwise than that this public utility
should revert to the people. The Denham
Administration provided for a limited
franchise, the interpretation of which was
that it had to come to the people some time.
The very first Act contained that provision.
It has been recognised by the Tramways
Company and by the people. In my elec-
torate we are quite satisfied that the tram-
ways should come to the people. That is
not overlooking the fact that the Government
have not done the right thing, in not having
placed before the people certain information.

I think the Premier referred to the ques-
tion of the valuation. It appeared that he
followed the legal opinion which he obtained
in England in no: doing what should have
been donme. I understand that the legal
opinion he obtained was against proceeding
further with the work of the Valuation
Board.

The PrEMIER: Why should we not act upon
that advice, and bring our inguiries here to
an cnd?

Mr, KERR: Some time ago I mentioned
in this Chamber that I was satisfied that the
valuation had not been completed. The Pre-
mier told me that I was quite wrong—that
the valuation had been completed. Now I
get an acknowledgment that the valuation
was never completed, notwithstanding the
fact that we had experts from various parts
of Australia and paid them a very large
amount of money, which the Trust will have
to make good. That is the reason why this
trouble is brewing now. We are buying “a
pig in a poke,” and it is resulting in the
raising of this contentious subject. This
should not be a party mcasure; we should
decide to do what is in the interests of the
people. The people in my electorate require
extensions; they have been pressing for them
for a counsiderable time, and arc being put
to trouble and expense through not having
them. If this matier were put to the people
and a negative vote were recorded, what
would be the result? Can the Government,
by legislation, force the Tramways Com.pany,
should it get an extension of its franchise, to-
build extensions? I have always advocated
that private enterprise should have a pretty
free leg. I am not going to agree that
private enterprise should be told to do this
and do that. It cannot be done. I am mnot
prepared to grant an extension of the fran-
chise to the company and at the same time
impose certain conditions. I hope the people
will have what they desire at an early date.

Mr., TAYLOR (Wiadsor): Ouac hon. moem-
bor stated that hon. members 'on this side
s2id one thing one time and another thing
another time. There was no justification
whatever for those remarks. It was also

Mr. Taylor.]
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stated that hon. members opposite never  sufficient to meet the requirements of counsel
know what hon. members on this side are  who were advising the Government,

going to say. We alw: know what hon.

mombms oppasite are gomfr to sav and we
also know how they are going to vote. I am
opposed to the referendum, but I am pleased
‘that an hon, member on this side has that
freedom of thought and action which cnables
him to move the amondment, although he
might believe that it is contrars to the
opinions of other hon. members on his own
side. That is more than any hon. member
opposite dare do. The present position in
which we find ourselves in regard to the
tramways is intolerable and ecannot be
allowed to continue. The Government are
responsible for the position, and the sooner
we take a hand in restoring the matter to
something like a mormal basis in the best
interests of the whole of the people of the
metropolitan arca the better it will be. We
find, according to the report that was pre-
sented to us, that during the Jast two vears
only a foew cars have been built. That is to
the detriment of the best interests of the
metropolis when the people are asking for
an extension of the tram system. A(‘(’mdmg
to the amendment, we are asked to submit
the matter to a referendum of the people.
What will be the position if the pooyﬂo turn
the matter down? Are we going to improve
matters? I have looked at the question from
all angles to ascertain if thers will be any
cain in the event of the people turning down
this proposal. We are now in the po:lt,on
that we have got to acquire the trams on
the very best terms that we can. The hon.
member for Maryborough had a lot to sav
about goodwill. T have not got to decide
that question. nor has Parliament got to
decide it. That should not come irto our
discussions at all.  That. matter will be
decided by the tribunal to be appointed
urder this Bill to determine the basis on
which to assess the value of the concern
To a,t’rributo any sinister motive to hon.
members on this side because thev choose to
get un and support what they think is right
is unfair, Tt 1s absolutely incorrect to state
what has been stated. I think hon. members
should be able to voice their opinions without
having unworthy motives attributed to them,
as was done this morning. It was suggested
that there was something sinister behind the
whole move, and indirectly it was said that
hon, members on this side were under the
domination or influence of those who are
in tm‘m‘rcd in the Brisbane Tramways Com-
panv’s affairs. T challenge any hon. member
to show in anv wav whatever that anv hon.
member on this side is under the influence
of the company with reqard to the acqmﬂtmn
of this concern. 1i it unfair and unjust to
make a statement like that.

Mr. GrepsoxN: ¢ By their froit: ve
know them.”

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes. The hon.
fruit is sour because he is so bitter.
‘the matter will be ad]usfnd as speedil
is postible to adjust it
that is difficult to understand.  Nearly half
the time that the valuation of the trams was
being made by the Government the valuators
were acting in conjunction and practicslis
co-ordinating with the compan=’s valuators.
For some reason or other. when the work
vas half completed, that was stopped.

shall

member’s
T hope
Iv ae it
There is one mati~r

The PrEvMiER: The hon. gentleman s
wrong in saving that the work was half
completed. It was brought to a conclusion

[y, Taylor.

Mr. TAYLOR : The matter of acquisition
should be carried out as speedily as possible.
I am not concerned about any delay in
taking a referendum. As a matter of fact,
there would not be any delay. The point is
where would it lead us, and shall we be
any better off if the proposal is turned
down? What is the alternative? We cannot
grant an extension of the franchise, because
the terms suggested by the companx are

unreasonable.  The only alternative, then,
is  Government control.  What does that
mean? The whole of the people throughout

Queensland would have to contribute their
proportion of the cost of providing a utility
for the convenience of people in the metro-
pelitan area. I think the people in the
country should consider that aspect of the
question.  We have debated this matiter very
thoroughly this miorning, and we on this
side ave not afratd to say and do. Since 1
have been in this Chamber I have seen hon.
members on this side sometimes voting with
the Government, but 1 bave never seen a
Government supporter vote with this side.
Yet hon. members opposite talk about free-
dom of action and freedom of thought.
Freedom of action and freedom of thougbt
exist on this side, and on the other side
tyranny and bondage reign supreme.
OrpesIiTioN MEVBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca): This is the frst
time that I have spoken during this session.
I am pleased that the leader of the
Nationalist party is against the amendment.
I regret that the hon. member for Bulimba
has taken up this attitude of aszking for a
poll.  There has been no mandate from the
people asking for a poll other than from a
few of the local authorities’ representatives.
I fail to sec where there has been any agita-
tion whatever for a poll to be taken for the
purpose of ascertaining whether we should
take over the trams or not. I think the
company's franchise expired on the 30th of
September, 1920. At that time the Govern-
ment intended to take the trams over. but
immediately after the Bill was passed. in
1920, there were deputations from the various
local authorities asking that the trams should
be placed under mummpal control.  The
Government decided to allow the local autho-
rities to take over the trams. which I think
is a very good thing. There has been a
delay of two vears, but during those two
vears a good deal of necessary investigation
has taken place. Tt is pleqemﬂ" to know that
several hon members onpposite agree that the
Government should take immediate control
of the trams on behalf of the local anthori-
ties. Tt is the people who are suffering at
the present time, and I am quite sure that no
bon. membier on this side of the FHonse wvill

lame the Tramways Company for not going
on with extsnsions. As the company’s fran-
chise i exhausted, T for onc do not bhlame
the companv. It is only natural that the
company should desire to get dividends for
its shareholders, and it is nrotecting divi-
dends as much as possible by not building
extensions. It is necessary for this H()u:" to
expedite the passage of the Bill as much as
possible so that the local authoritios will he
able to take control of the trams and give the
people the extensions that they require.  As
the hon. member for Enoggera knows. there
has been an agitation for vears for an extsn-
sion of the trams to Ashgrove, and I hope,
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in the interests of the people there, that the
trams will be extended to that suburb in a
very short time. The Government have done
cevervthing possible on behalf of the people
ir. the metropolitan area to have this matter
consummated so that they will be able to got
‘to their homes from the city in a reasonable
manner. I am very pleased to krow that hon.
members opposite are not unanimous In re-
gard to the proposal to take a poll, which, if
agreed to, would causec a delay in taking over
the trams by the local authoritics. which
would be detrimental to the best interests of
‘the people.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I have advocated
both out:ide and inside this House that the
local authorities should control all public
utilities, such as waterworks, sewerage
works, trams, ete., and I have no doubt, if
this question werc put to the vote of the
people, that it would be carried. The Pre-
mier has some doubts as to whether it would
be carried. I feel sure that it would be
carried; but I must bear in mind that it is
not very long since the local authorities wer
elected on an adult franchise, and that the
‘Tepresentatives in those local authorities have
expressed themselves as against taking over
the trams under present conditions.

Mr. Gizpay: They had it on their platform
at the last elections.

Mr. FRY : Tt does not matter whether they
‘had it on their platform or not: thev ave the
last people who got an exprestion of opinion
from the people: and. in any case, that is
no reason why the Government should object
to a poll. The Labour party’s platform has
a plank advocating the initiative and referen-
«dum: yet these members sey that members
of the Opposition have something sinister
behind the proposal for a poll. They tell us
that some hon. members on this side ask for
a poll, and want to get it by serupulous or
unserupulous methods. That sort of thing is
atterly denied by every hon. member on this
side. T would not for one moment attribute
to members of the Government party any-
thing of an unscrupulous or sinister nature in
anything they do; but I say members of the
Government arc frequentlv spurred on by
political spleen to make false charges against
members of the Oppestion.

Mr. Gipay: And you are spurred on by
the capitalists.

Mr. FRY : If the hon. member for Ithaca
says I am spurred on Dby cawnitalists, he i3
saying something worthy of the hon. mem-
ber and something worthy of those who think
like him. I say distinctly that the state-
ment is grossly untrue.

Mr. Gipay: And I say vour statement is
grossly untrue.

Mr. FRY: You mayv rav what vou like,
but it doex not remove the fact that members
of the Government party are spurred on by
political spleen of a low level to make false
.charges against members of the Opposition;
not does it alter the fact that the local
authority representatives went to the people
last vear, and, if they ask for a poll to be
taken. there ean be no good reason why we
should object. If a poll were taken I would
advocate that the peoplé ghould vetr in
favour of ths local authoritie: taking over
the trams, but that does not justify me voiing
against the amendment. Hon. members on
this side are frec to act as they like, and if
an hon. member votes against the wish of a
majority of members on this side it does not

mean that he will be pushed out of the party.
The trouble is that the Government settle all
their opinions behiud closed doors with the
bludgeon hanging over their heads; but,
fortunately for the people of Queensland,
members on this side are free and unfettered.
The South Brisbane City Council has asked
that a poll be taken, and I, as the rapre-
sentative of a portion of that city, intend
to vote for the amendment. The people
with whom I am concerned are the people
of my electorate, and it js on their behalf
that I am speaking, No capitalistic con-
corn or company could infiuence me one
iota, and I hope the day will never come
when I shall sink to the level that I shall be
influenced against my own conscience 1n any
matter; and I hope the time will never come

when this House will be dominated by such

influence. We should raise this House to a
higher plane. )
Mr. . P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 am

very sorry that it has entered into the minds
of any hon., members opposite to suggest that
sinister motives arc actuating hen. membears
on this side in any action they may take or
any utterances they may make in connection
with the passing of this Bill or the amend-
ment we are now considering. I
am prepared to be fairly libersl
in my views in regard to the
introduction of this Bill. If many matters
it contains could be left out. and some con-
siderations that nced not enter into our cal-
culations could be ignored, the Commirtee
would unanimously pass this Bill. 1 do not
think anyone herc is opposed to the tram-
ways being controlled by the local authorities.

Orpostrioy MEevsers : Hear, hear!

Mr. G P. BARNES: There should be uo
two questions about that. Although e may
be chargsd by hon. members opposite with
having some sinister motive, am ;~1ﬂ_sﬂod
that there is a general consensus of opinion
that the time has arrived—and should have
arrived long ago—when the tramways shouald
be controlled by the people. I have advo-
cated this in dars gone by; but. when there
are specific indications from the local autho-
rities themselves, as evidencad by the resolu-
tions they have passed. it is the duty of the
Commiftee fully to respect the views indi-
cated by those resolutions. Whether we are
in fovour of the framways being controlled
by the people or not, T am against anytbing
being thrust upon the people unless ihey
are parties to it. Ther have a right fo_sav

2 p.m.]

“Yeal or “Nax’ to this business, and. if
they happen to say ¢ Nay,” they must put
up with the consoquences; and the conse-

quonices, no matter how we mav look at the
question. arve not going to be helpfnl to the
people.  There are only two way- of dealing
with the tramwass, One iz bv an coxtension
of the fravchize. That should not be thought
of, beeause we are not likcly to make better
terms than we can make to-dav. and to delav
the matter would not be wise in the intercits
of the community. The other alternative is
to have the tramways controlled by the
Governmont, and I do not think that should
be thought of. T quite agree with the
remarks of the Premier when introducing
the measure the other evening, when -he
stated clearly that the Government had no
right to control the tramways. It is net
their busives=. If they did centrol the trams
thew would leave themselves open to domanﬂ.s
the

to be made from every other eify in
State for like conditions. u =ddition fto
that, I do nct think the Government are

My, G. P. Barnes.]
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competent to control the tramways. They
would not prove themselves competent to
control the tramways any more than they
have been competent to control the railways—
we have cvidence enough of that. The desire
may be to be careless about making ends
meet, and the general taxpayer will have to
pay the piper. There is nothing else for
15 but to refer it to the people. Having
said so much to show where my sympathies
are, I feel that we are taking a retrograde
step when we refuse to allow the people to
decide for themscives. I would regret more
than words can express if the people turned
this matter down, but they should be given
the opportunity to have a poll. If they
have a poll and it is not carried, that is
their business, What strikes me most forcibly
is the departure of the Government from
their democratic prineiples. We see that on
every hand. 1 know what is good for the
people so far as this mcasure 1s concerned,
but it i3 a matter of principle to let the
peopls decide for themselves. The Govern-
ment have thrown that principle overboard.
They have jettisoned a prineiple which they
have advocated for yearv:, 1 am not going
to jettison that prineipie, and I will go as
far as I can to make the Government stick
to theirs.

Mr. Kerr: It iz becoming characteristic
of the Government,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes, it is becoming
characteristic of the Government to throw
their principles overboard. They did it in
the case of the Legislative Council. We
know that the people expressed themselves
against the abolition of the Legislative Coun-
cil. Perhaps the Government are fearful as
to the results of referring this matter to the
people. I do not know; but the fact remains
that the Government are departing from an
important principle. They are not availing
themselves of the principle of the initiative
and referendum. In matters such as this the
initiative and referendum should apply. It
scems as though the Government, in depart-
ing from their principles, are brought to the
conclusion that whatever they say is law, and
that there should be no two thoughts ab-us
it. They think there should be no discussion.
We have the same thing in connection with
another Bill which will come before us
next week—that is, the Unemployed Workers
Insurance Bill. It is being thrust on the
people. The people did not ask for it and
do not want it. Herc also the Government
are thrusting something on the people thut
they do not want. Surely this is a matter
that ought to be referred to the prople!
The local authorities are the representatives
of the people, and they have asked for a poll
to be taken, simply because theyr are asked
to take over an unknown quantity. They do
not know what the liabilities are in connec-
tion with the tramways. Théx do not know
the condition of the trams. The right thing
would have been to refer the matfer to a
Select Committee representing both  sides
of the House and let that Committee bring
in a report. Members of local authorities,
and perhaps the Commissioner for Railways,
should b associated with :uch a Committon.
That, however, bas ncot been done. The
Opposition think the local authoritics are in
the right in demanding a poll. In local
authorrty affairs you canrot spend anv money
on loan account unless vou take a poll )

The Previer: What about the Metropoli-
tan Water and Sewerage Board loans?

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: Apart from those,
my statement is correct. The proposals have
to be submitted to the people, and on a
matter such as this. which vitally concerns
the citizens of Brisbane. they should have
the right to say “ Yea” or “Nay.” We
have no right to make a departure from the
usual principle in this case, although I do
say that it would be an infinite disappoint-
ment to the people of Brisbane and the
people of the land if by any adverse circum-
stances the proposals were turned down.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): This sub-
ject has certainly taken a new lease of life.
I thought that, we were practically decided
on the fact that the Government were going
to take over these tramways and that a trust
was to be formed to run them. Here we
have a company which yecars ago approached
the Government for s franchise extending
over a limited time. Ther got the franchise
for a certain period; they got a monopoly.
No poll was taken then. They just got the
right to run their tramwsys n_ Brisbane
without any reference to the people. There
was no opposition and no competition. Thes
knew when their franchise terminated; but
now, when that time has come and they sece
the great progress and extension of Brisbane
and the huge profits to be made in the future,
when they realise that they are likely to lose
a great enterprise which would return them
great dividends, their whole ambition is to
hang on to it by any means at all. They
have no right, morally or legally, but they
try to stir up contention by saring that there
is goodwill. I know that the Tramways
Company has obtained the opinion of counsel.
Some have advised that there is goodwill;
others of eminent standing have said that
there is no goodwill. But on meral grounds
the Oppesition should say, “ We must fight
against any goodwill or any uncarned incre-
ment,”’ because, after all is said and done,
the company has had the benefit of its
franchise.

Mr. Vowres: What has this to do with the
question of a poll?

Mr, BRENNAX: The hon. member does.
not want a poll. If there was a poll, we
would see £20,000 circulated by the Tram-
ways Company for the purposc of using the
newspapers in a campaign to tell the rate-
payers that, if the irams are taken over,
the rates will go up to such an extent that
they will be driven out of their small homes.

Mr. W. Coorer: They will intimidate them.

Mr. BRENNAN: They will, and, on the
other hand, they will say, “We will give
vou a good service if vou will only allow
us to continue.” In 1920 they knew that thev
had no chance of getting an ewtension of
franchise, so they have let their plant deterio-
rate. Every second car has flat whecls—yow
can hear a tram coming a mile away nowa-
days. Thev have done nothing at all to
preserve the assets of the company; and,
doubtless, they now believe that by making &
stir in this Chamber they may get an exten-
sion of their franchise.

I say that the question of consulting the
peonle on this important matter docs mot
concern us. We have in our Labour platform
platks dealing with local government. Our
platform i+ published evers week in “ The
Worker.” which members of the Opposition
buy occasionally, s that there is no trouble:
in finding out what it is. Plank 6 of the
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“ Local Government” section of the plat-
form says—

“All  communal enterprises, such as
tramways, omnibuses, ferrics, baths,
lighting, water supply, and markets, to
be conducted and controlled by the loral
authority.”

That plank has been in our platform for
many years. Lverrbodr knows what our
policy 1s; yet hon. members opposite come
along and say, “ Before wou put it into
execution, you must go to the people.” We
g0 to the people evers three years on every
clause of that platform. :

Hon. J. G. Appen: Is that why you refuse
this request?

Mr. BRENNAN: We have no right to grant
it.  Our platform is known to the people. 1If
the argument of hon. members opposite is
correct, before we passed any measur: we
ought to submit it to the people. We would
be having an eclection every week.

Mr. Vowrrs: The initiative and refer-ndum
alzo is in your platform.

Mr. BRENNAN: For matters which are
extrancous to our platform. This is not
extrancous.  Fon. members tell us we are
buying a pig in a poke. The Glasgow tram-
ways, which arc municipally controlled, made
profits aggregating over £1,000,000 in twenty
vears. lion. members say the peonle are not
capable of conducting an enterprise like this,
which, with the small population that Bris-
bane contains, made a profit last year of
£160,000. What an awful travesty it is to
say that the local authorities are not capable
of conducting such a business and making
cnds meet |

Mr. YowrLEs: Who says that?

Mr. BRENNAN: That is involved in your
argument. The hon. wmember for Warwick
said we are going to take over a liability.
There is no liability; it is one of the most
flourishing enterprises of its kind in Australia.

Mr. J. H. C.. RoBERTS : Why are the State
stations not flourishing ?

Mr. BRENNAN : That is a different matter.
The hon. member for Fortitude Valley made
one of the finest speeches that has been made
on this Bill. He pointed out that the members
of the local authorities up to a certain point
were all in favour of the tramways being
controlled by the local authorities, He showed
the inconsistency of those people in now
asking that the tramways be not taken over
until the people are consulted by referendum,
and asked why they had changed their atti-
tude—how it was that some time ago the
mayors of Brisbane and South Brisbane and
the chairmen of rhire councils were all in
favour of municipal control and were not
in favour of referring the matter to the
people, yet in the last few wecks they were
asking that the matter be referrad to the
people. It shows that something has hap-
pened.  We know very well that things do
happen at the present time. Our opponents
are most disloral to the people of Brishane
and Queensland. According to cur laws, this
is a foreign company, because most of the
shareholders are living in England.

Mr. J. H. C. RosERTS: Don’t you call
American meney foreign mouney ?

Mr, BRENNAN: It is foreign money.

My, J. H. C. RoBeRTS: Why did vou take
American money and refuse British money ?

Mr. BRENNAN: Our own country would
not give it to us, and we went to another

white race. For whom are hon. members
opposite fighting? Why are they trying to
put a valuation of £3,000,000 on this con-
cern, which ther must know it is not worth?
If there is a dispute about goodwill, why
do they not say, ‘“ We cannot afford just
now to give unearned increment, or throw
away goodwill when legal opinion is divided
on the question of whether goodwill shall be
paid.” The greatest brains in the world
say that no goodwill attaches to it. If this
matter goes to the Privy Council, opinion
there will be divided. Should not these people
come to the Premicer and say, ¢ Declare that
there is no goodwill; pay for the actual
assets, and save the further liability VVh]C’h
the public will be asked to bear later on?
The shareholders of the company have been
well treated; they have been paid large divi-
dends. The stock has been watered from
tim> to time, and upon a small capital they
have built up a huge reserve of millions of
pounds. It is unfair for our opponents to
move this amendment. Why should they do
it? Not because they are sincere, but because
the strings outside have been pulled and they
have got to do it, in the same way as the
leader of the Opposition had to move his
want of confidence motion.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BRENNAN: These things should
appeal to fair-minded people outside, th
recognise that the Government are not oufb
to exploit the people. The Government are
out to do the best they can for Queensland
as a State and for Australia as a whole.
Our opponents are only stonewalling this
particular matter.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: The hon. member
is stonewalling.

Mr BRENNAN: We have to reply to
statements that are made. If there were
no statements made, there would be no
replies. During the last few weeks we have
been called upon to speak on different
matters, A speaker on this side has
followed a speaker on the opposite side to
clear up misstatements and prevent miscon-
ception in the minds of the people. We have
done that effectively, and the people outside
appreciate it. We have had to nail those
misstatements.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperrs: The only member
you nailed was the hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley. You nailed him straightaway.

Mr BRENNAN: I do not mind what
remarks our opponents make. The speech
delivered by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley should be printed and sent out to
the workers in the metropolitan area. By
his logical deductions he has absolutely
proved that something has happened during
the last month., He was the first on this
side of the House to hit the nail on the
head in asking why there was this change of
front by our opponents and by their masters
outside. At onc period they wanted the
trams taken over by the local authorities,
and to-day they do not want it. I hope the
amendment will not be accepted, and that
the Bill will become law in its present
form. .

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul): The hon. mem-
ber for Toowoomba referred to misstate-
ments having been made by hon. members
on this side. He is in the habit of making
very wild statements, I do not know whether
he is at all times responsible. I have always
been in favour of the municipalisation of the
trams, and I have always advocated that.

Myr. Petrie.]
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While T believe in the principle involved in
the amendment, T have been seriously con-
sidering if any good would be effeeted if
the amendment was carried.

The policy preached by hon. members
opposits =hows the bungling by the Govern-
ment during the last two years. The condi-
tion of the trams has not been improving.
You cannot expect the company to spend
moucy when it has this cloud hanging over
its head. Under the authority which granted
the franchize to the company in the first
place. the Government had the power at the
expiration of such franchise to take over
the trams and hand them to the local authori-
ties, The matter should have beeu referred
to the neople at the expiration of the fran-
chise. If the matter is referred to the people,
that doe: not say that they will vote in
favour of ov against the acquisition of the
trams. It will be simply putting off the evil
day. The people are crying out for exton-
sions in the various metropolitan areas, and
‘ther want extra accommodation on the
trams. We know how the trams arc over-
crowded now, and we should use covery
endesvour to make this public utility more
useful.

I cannot sec that we shall gain anything
by agreeing to this amendment aud putting
off the evil day till a later stage. The longer
it is put off the more will the people have to
pay for the tramways, This Bill, 1f amended
m rome directions, will be a decent Bill, and
I hove when it becomes law that it will not
be long before the local authorities take
over control of the tramway service. I know
that the local authorities have had various
conferences, and 1 know that some of the

representatives  consider that the matter
should be referred to the people: but the
time has arrived when the whole matter

should ke settled without further delay, and
for that veason I cannot see my way clear
to vote in favour of the amendment.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): The hon. member for
Toowoomba told us that it was part of the
municipal Labour platform that they should
municipalise this utility; and what was the
resilt of the last vote? The result was that
the Labour candidates were wiped out.

fr. CoLLixs: We got four in.

Mr. FRY: The hon. member is boasting
because they got four in. Evidently, he 15
surprised that they did get four. Tf that
was the platform on which they went to the
people, then the people sald very forcibly
that they did not want it. The hon. member
for Toowoomba has given us the very
strongest reasons for voting for the amend-
ment. I am in favour of the local authori-
tics taking over the trams, and, if the ques-
tion were referred to the people, I would
advocate the people voting in favour of it;
but at the same time I do not sce how I
can conscientiously vote in favour of with-
holding the question from the people after
they heve expressed themselves, according to
the hon. member for Toowoomba, against
the proposal. At any rate, they should be
heard again on the subject.

Mre. J. I C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): 1
rise to support the amendment, as I consider
that there is a very vital issue at stake fromy
a country point of view, If we want to
borrow money under the I.ocal Authorities
Act in the country districts a poll has to be
taken in accordance with that Act; and. if
you are going to ride roughshod over that
section and say that no poll is to be taken

[My. Petrie,
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in Brisbane in connection with the taking
over of the tramways, it is quite possible
that we may see something of the nature
happen that the hon. member for Toowoomba
tried to do a short time ago. Not so long
ago that hon, member cabled over to America
aud arranged for a loan of £250,000 for
Toowoomba, (Opposition laughter.) Nobody
knew anvthing about it. Hven the aldermen
knew nothing about the loan. They had not
even discussed the matter with the hon.
member, vet he cabled over to Mr. Randolph
Bedford to borrow £250,000 ¢ hehalf of the
people of Toowoowmba.

Mr. BREXNAN : Quite vight.

My, Cosrorro: What was the security?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: On the socurity
of his own bat. (Opposition laughter.) [
ean quite understand the hon. member for
Toocwoomba being at one with the Premier
in his desire not to have a poll
[2.50 p.m.} of ratepavers, sceing that he

believes  that it 1is absolutely
unnecessary that the ratepayers should be
considered. Yet he gets up here and accuses
hon. members on this side of being against
the interests of the people of Queensland.

Mr. BreExxax: You have been robbing the
farmers all your life. You never worked in
vour life. If you had to work for vour
living you would starve. You blackguard.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The principle
laid down under the Local Authorities Act
was absolutelv  * burked” Lw the hon.
member for Toowoomba.

Mr. BrENNAX : You have got more  brate”
than T have got, you scamp.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon.
member knows that under the Local "Authori-
ties Act before any money can be borrowed
there has to be a petition of 10 per cent.
of the clectors in the whole ©f the area
interested presented in favour of it. In the
event of this amendment being carried, that
will be the principle on which we will act
in regard to the acquisition of the trams.

The Premier this morning tried to draw
a. parallel between his action in regard to
the tramways and the action of the hon.
member for Bulimba when he was a member
of the Cabinet which brought into existence
the Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Board without first taking a vote of the elen-
tors, But I want to show that the parallel is
not a fair one. What does the health of Bris-
bane mean to the southern part of Queens-
land? If Brisbanc is unhealthy. the export
products of the Downs and other districts
cannot be sent away, because the port may
be declared an infected port. Hon., mem-
bers opposite know very well that. while the
plague restrictions were in force, it was
within the power of any s#a captain, if any
of our exportable prodnets were on the
wharves and he believed the wharf wss rat

infested. to wnrevent that particular stuff
being put on board. Consequently, a= hon.
membeors  opposite  know., when we were

oxporting our wheat we bad to bring it
down here, and it was not allowed to touch
the wharf or be unshipped at Brisbane ab
all. Tt would not have done to let it go
straight from the train into the ship’s hold
in case the captain of the ship deelared that
it had touched in a rat-infestcd port and
refused to take delivery of it.
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When the Premier draws a parallel and
gries to make political capital out of the
fact that a preyious Admiuistration brought
in the Matvopolitan Water Supply and Sewer-
sge Board \o‘ witkout first allowing it to go
to the people. he is not giving us a fair
-deal, because the two cases cannot be com-
pfmd The tramways are pursly a matter

alteering the loeal arca of Brisbane. They
are not of very great impertance to the
country people, and the prosperity of the
country distriets is not In any way dependent
upon the tramways of Brisbane, Beyond
ove -Vthm;* else it is nccessary that we should
have good health in a city like Drisbane,
and a port at all times free from disease.
Consequently, as one of the prmmpﬂ means
of secing that the health of Drisbane is
I\(‘pr up. the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewer agu Board was brought into operation.

The Premier also said that harbour boards
were cotablished by a previous Adminis-
tration without a vote of the people con-
cerned being taken. Harbours are of vital
importance to the State, and it is absolutely
neccsaary to bave every facility to onable
the people to export their products; conse:
quently, when 1the Premier draws a parallel
between  the  tramway  undertaking  and
harbour boards or the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Rewerage Board, 1t is zot a fair
parallel.

I boelieve it is the vight thing to muni-
the tramw T have no hesitation
ing that if, under the municipalization
principle contained in the Bill, the Bris-
bane tramwaxs are run under the same
satisfactory conditions as the Meclbourne or
Adelaide trams, our system will be satis-
factors, and the people of Brishane will
benefit. T am going to support the amend-
mient.

Mr. FERRICKS (Souti Brishanc): The
attitude taken up by some hon. members
opposite, +specialiy those representing coun-
try  constituencies, is somewhat puzzling.
The hon. membsr who has just resumed his
seat said that he was going to support the
amendment, and just prior to that he stated
that the tramway service in Brisbane was
purely a local matter. If it is purely a
local mattev, what right has he, as a country
representative, to bring the whole of the
‘State of Queensland into a responsibility
which does not concern those outside the
metropolitan area? He repudiated any
responsibility on the part of the country to
provide transport facilities for the metro-
politan area. That is the very thing the
Bill aims at—to relieve the country of any
responsibility which does not belong to it.
If the amendment is earried, the question of
a renewal of the company’s agreement is out
of the question. 1 think we may take that

+ the unanimous feeling of the Committce.
I do not think there 1s anyone here who
would give tbe Tramways (Company a
renewal of its franchise under the conditions
it has laid down. any hon. member
opposite holds that the renewal of the fran-
chise is justified, we must ask ourselves,
“ Would there not be in ten years’ time a
repetition what has occurred in the last
five or six ve with the added difficulty
that the purchasing price or the compensa-
“tion to be pald weuld be infinitely more than
what would have to be paid now?’ Hon.
members opposite who are supporting the
amendment do so with the desire of getting
a renewal of the franchise for the company.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: No.
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Mr. FERRICKS : Then, what T first stated
is correct—that nobody advocates a renewal
of the franchise. 1f that is so, what do hon
members opposite seek to attain by carry-
ing this amendment? I understand that the
amendment provides that the Bill shall not
come into operation while the people in any
part of the area concerned refuse to fall
i with it.

Hon. W, H. Barxes: No.

My, FERRICKS: That is to say, that
the fecling throughout the whole of the area
would have to be unsnimous before the
trams coild be taken over.

Hon. W. H. Bsaxes: No.
does not imply that.

Mr. FERRICKS: The .zmcndment implies
the agreement of the people of the area to
be served br the tramway.

The amendment

Hon. W. H. Barxes: By a majority.
Mr. FERRICKS: Any part of the arca.
Iion, W. H. Barxes: No.

Ir. FERRICKS: If this amendment wers
carried and then the referendum were
feated, what would be the posizion then?
The Gevernment of the State would have to

run the trams and take any rik. The
niemhbers of the Country party, who are sup-

perting this amendment, are in the position

of buying into & responsibility, as it were.
which does not belong to th counrrv but
\...(h belongss to the ity ol Briskane, so

there 15 nothing to be munod b
amendment.
My, Vowres: Are there not
members on yvour side supporting this
My, FERRICKS: Yes, they are
it 1 the interests of Queensland.

anying the
country
Bill?

supporting

AMr. Vowrs: We are supporting this
amendment on prineiple,
My FERRICKS: The country members on

the Government side of the House say that
the responsibility for providing transport
facilities in the metropolitan arca belongs to
th: P wople of the metrepolitan area. Hon,
memboers opposite tike up the attitude of
supporting  the ame J,d"m\t and thus they
show vhat they are desivons of sharing that
reaponsibility.  The growth of Brisbane will
continue, in mv opinion, to a far greater
extent in the future. Queensland is on the
eve of huge development exceeding in pro-
gress anys hmg that has occurred during the
last thlrtv ot forty years; and any progress
that -is made in the country must °hm its
rofiex in the city. I consider that the tram-
ways will be as big a revenue-producing con-
cern for the local authorities as they have
heen under the jurisdiction of the company
T do not want the tramways to turn out hugs
profits like the T1anma\ 5 C'ompany has made
for a mhnbm of years. If the returns ave
s0 gnod, then the ‘people who are using the
trams should got greater benefits either in
a reduction of faros or longer sections. The
sim of th local authorities should not be to
xr\l'\ huge profits. If there be any risk—
which T do not admit—then the rateable land
within the area will be called _upon. if neces-
sary, to gnaranfee that risk. Why should we
not guarantee that risk? hers the
tran:: go there i= a great increase in the
value of the land. Thersfore we are cenfitled
to return a little of that, if necossary. Bur
it will not be necsssars. If there is a
the Trust will have pov v to carry it fov\"‘u(l
o

from vear to yrar uwriil such time )
revenue increases, o nntil an increase in
fares buecomes necesst Some reference has

M. Ferricks.)
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been made to the need for extensions, but the
hon. members who claim that that involves
greater cxpenditure forget that it will be a
means of obtaining greater rovenue. If the
trams are extended into new areas, the
revenue will consequently be greater, so their
arguments in that direction will not hold
water. If this question were submitted to a
referendum, we know how public feeling can
be worked up against it by those whosa
interests would be served if the proposal
were turned down. The Premier pointed out
in his calm, cool, and collected statement—
he was not heated, as the hon. member for
Bulimba tried to make out—that it would be
nobody’s business to advecate the carrying of
the referendum. There would be little interest
in it so far as the apathetic majority are
concerned. But there would be an active
minority,
available vote was recorded in support of
their view. The rasult would perhaps be that
not more than 50 per cent. of the people
would record their votes. We Lknow that the
people living about Hamilton and Toowong
do not use the trams to the same extent as
the residents of other suburbs. They have
their motor-cars and vehicles of various
descriptions. There are also train services
to Toowong and Ascot, and there are thou-
sands of people who use the railways who do
not use the trams at all. It would he a
simple matter for the people vitally con-
cerned in opposition to this pronosal to put
before the users of the railway the argument
that it does not concern them who runs the
trams—whoether they are run by a company,
by the Government, or by an Asiatic svodi-
cate. They would be told that it was no
concern of theirs, because thev cither use the
railways or their own vehicles. The motor
user and vehicle user would not be concerned
about overcrowded trams or any inefficient
tram service. It would, therefore, not bo a
proper reflex of the opinion of th= people, for
the simple reason that the people as a mass
would not be sufficiently alive to the danger
of allowing a repetition of company control
of the service. Therefore, there is nothing to
be served by the amendment. I cannot recon-
cile the attitude of members representing
country districts. They say that the tramwaxs
are the concern of the Brisbane people, and
yet at the same time they are going to sup-
port this amendment. I hope that they will
be able to reconcile that attitude when they
go before the people in the country.

Mr. WARREN (Muwrrumba): I cannot
allow the remarks of the hon. member for
South Brisbane to pass without correction.
It seems to me that the people of Brisbane
would certainly care if an Asiatic syndicate
were running the tramways. That is an abso-
lute slander on the people of Brisbane I
do not think the hon. gentleman could have
meant what he said. At any rate. the people
of Brisbane are not that class of people.
There is a principle at stake in the amend-
ment, but hon. gentlemen opposite do not
understand the difference botween prineiple
and a business transaction. They do not
understand that we are standing up for a
principle on this side. While we may lack
vision, according to hon. members opposite,
I am going to vote for the amendment, bo-
cause, if we are going to put a burden upon
the people, we should let them sav whethor
they arc agreeablie to that burd:n being put
upon them or not. I consider the local
authorities are the proper people to run the
trams. I stand for that every time. The

[Mr. Ferricks.
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and they would sce that every’
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people, however, can be trusted to decide
that for themselves, I do not think the
people will shirk their responsibility. The
people of Brisbane believe in the white race,
and they are prepared to take their share of
the responsibility. The Government do not
trust the people. They do not want to put
their principles into operation, and they stand
self-condemned. The people in Brisbane ars
the same as the people in the vest of the
State, and, if the matter is put before them
properly, they will support this measure.
The Government, in violating one of their
principles, are going to do harm to
Queensland.

At 2.48 p.m.,

Mri. PorLock (Gregory), one of thera‘nel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Question—That the proposod new clause
(Mr. W. H. Barnes) be mserted to follow
clause 2—put; and the Committee divided:—

In division, )

The PREMIER: I declare tha, in
addition to voting in my own right, I vote

for the ‘“Noes’ as proxy for Mr.
McCormack.
AxEs, 22.
Mr. Appel Mr. Jones, J.
,, Barnes, G.P. ,, Logan
,» Barnes, W. H. ,, Maxwell
,, Bebbington ,s Moore
,, . Brand . Nott ‘
,s  Cattermull ,» Robherts, J.H. C.
,, Clayton ., Roberts, T. R.
,, Corser ,, Swavne
,, Costello ,, Vowles
,, Edwards . Walker
Fry Warren

El“ellers: Mr. Logan and Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.

NozEs, 35.

Mr. Barber ,» Kirwan

,, Brenmnan ,, Land

Bulcock ,, Larcombe

:: Collins ,, McCormack (Proxyy
,, Conroy ,, Payne

,» Cooper, F. A, ,» Pease

,» Cooper, W. ., Petrie

,, Coyne ,» Riordan

., Dash . Sizer

,, Dunstan ,, Smith
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Pa1r.
Aye—Mr, Macgregor. No—Mr. Gilday.
Resolved in the negative.

Mr. KING (LZogan): I had some amend-
ments to move on the definition of Tram-
wav,” but I understand that the Premier is
going to propose an amendment which will
obwiate the mecessity of my procreding with
them. Nevertheless, I desire to make a few
observations. My object in circulating the
amendments was to avoid cxpensive htlga‘
tion and protect any rights which the parties
may have. I am very pleased indeed to
know that the Premier has recognised that
that is desirable, and is going to concede
those rights, whatever they may be. The
Brisbane Tramways Act of 10813, which is
referred to in the definition. was passed
during the term of the Denham-Barnes
Government, as it is commonly called, of
which the hon. memdber for Bulimba was
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Treasurer and sometimes Acting Premier. I
think he was Acting Premier just after that
Bill was under consideration. Certain rights
were given to the company, and it is with
‘those rights that the amendment of the Pre-
mier vitally deals. The circumstances at the
time were peculiar. Many suburbs were cry-
ing out for tramway extensions, and certain
Orders in Councii were submitted to the
Government by the company in such a form
that, if they had been granted, the company
would have had an interminable franchise.
As there is a certain member of the Opposition
who had in the past perhaps incurred a little
odium—who, at any rate, is frequently
charged with not locking after the interests of
the people, I refer to the hon. member for
‘Oxley—I want to point out that those Orders
in Council were refused by a Government of
which the present member for Bulimba was a
leading member. He got into very great
disrepute and disfavour because of the stand
he tock on that occasion, but he was actuated
by the one motive of protccting the interests
of the people, and, if he had not adopted
that attitude, the Tramways Company would
perhaps have had an almost interminable
franchise. The attitude which he
[3 p.m.] took up was a very unpopular one,
and estranged some of his warmest
supporters. The Act of 1913 was an Act
which validated an agreement by which the
‘Tramways Company gave up certain rights
in consideration of the fact that they would
be safeguarded in regard to the taking over
«of the system as a whole.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member will not be in order in
making a speech of that kind on what is
purely an interpretation clauss.

Mr. KING: The Brisbane Tramways Act
of 1913 1is affected by this interpretation
clause. The clause as it stands tends to
deprive the company of the rights which
were given to it under that Act, and I desire
to preserve those rights. The Premicr
is going to amend the interpretation in
a manner which, I think, will be acceptable
to the general body of the community.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): The Government have no desire
to interfere in any way with the existing
rights of the Brisbane Tramways Company.
Whatever rights it has under existing statutes
the Government are quite willing to preserve
to the company. The company, in suggesting
alterations to the Bill in consultation with
the Solicitor-General, proposed an alteration
in this definition and certain other altera-
tions in the Bill, which, it said, were
designed to protect its rights. The Solicitor-
General thought that some of the amend-
ments originally drafted more than protected
its rights and might, to some cxtent, inter-
fere with the rights of the Government or
of the public authority which would take
over the tramway; and it has been agreed
that this definition should be amended by
inserting a few words towards the cnd of
the definition. I, therefore, move the inser-
tion, after the word ““those,” on line 33, of
the words—

“¢if any, validated by, and those’”

“The sentence will then read—
¢“The term ‘tramway’ also includes
all  duly authorised extensions and
additions, including those, if any, vali-
dated by, and those made under, the
Brisbane Tramways Act of 1913.”

That has been accepted by the Solicitor-
General and the legal representative of the
company as preserving the rights of cvery-
body concerned in the matter.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): On every occasion
when matters affecting the tramways came
before this Chamber we have had trouble
with the definition clause. It was proposed
to move an amendment to the clause as
originally drafted, but, as the company has
agreed to what has been moved by the
Premier, there is no necessity for us to do
anything further.

Amendment agreed to,

Clause 3, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 4— Repeal; Construction of Aet”
—put and passed.

Clause 5—" Brisbane Tramway Trust’—

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I beg to move the
omission, on line 8, page 3, of the word
* cight,” with a view to inserting the word
“three.” This clause deals with the number
of members of the Trust. The company has
an efficient manager and an efficient staff;
yet 1t 1s proposed to have an overriding body
of control consisting of as many as eight
members, I know that in Adelaide the T'rust
consists of eight members, but that should
not be a puiding factor with us. We have
had experience of various boards, and
believe that three members would cxercise
more efficient control than eight. Glancing
through the Bill, we find that the functions
of the Trust are not defined. We know that
the Trust will be appointed to act in the
interests of the people; yet the Government
maintain a policy of control by an Advisory
Board. Clause 31 merely defines the general
authority of the Trust, and clause 35 sets out
its genecral powers. In mno other instance
have the functions of the Trust been defined.
A Trust consisting of eight members would
prove cumbersome and unwieldy. It would
also create a spirit of parochialism. There
will be more dissatisfaction, and a greater
number of contentious matters will arise in
connection with districts which are not repre-
sented. The representative of a particular
district would advocate the claims of his
particular arca. If we had a Trust consist-
mg of three members, such considerations
would not enter into its deliberations; there
would be less interference and a greater
determination to carry on successfully the
work of the Trust. Millions of pounds of
public money are handled by the Repatria-
tion Department, vet the Repatriation Board,
which deals with the whole of Australia, con-
sists of only three members, and in each
State there is a Board, composed of three
members. We can Imagine what would
kappen in connection with the Common-
wealth Bank if its operations were directed
bv a Trust consisting of eight members. It
would lead to chacs. Having one Governor,
it is giving great satisfaction. What sort of
undertaking would we have if there were
cight Railway Commissioners? In various
States there are three Commissioners. It
can be imagined what difficulty and chaos
would ensue if the Government departments
were placed under Trusts of cight members.
Another instance of where three members
have Dbeen appointed is in connection with
the Main Roads Board. My constituents
would be perfectly satisfied if the number of
representatives on this Trust were reduced
to three. It would save the spending of
extra money in fees, and better results would

Mr. Kerr.]



1822 Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill.

acerue.  The Queensland Trustees, which had
to the credit of its various funds at 30th
June, 1920, £4,770,000, is directed by a
chairman, a vice- chanman, and four direc-
tors. The Quecnsiund National Bank has a
chairman and four directors. The National
Bank of Australasia has a chairman, a vice-
chairman, and four directors. Many arguments
cant be ad\'amed in favour of this feduction
from eight to threce. The representatives of
the people on dhe local authorities desire that
this body should consist of three members.
T think that most people would be satisfied,
the representation would be equal. there
would be the same power, greater cilicier
fess cost to the deparrment, and ngEL
determination to make the concern pay.
Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): 1 desive to sup-
port the amendment. 1 certainly think that
the arguments that have becn put forward

>

justify the amendment, and the Premier
would do well to take them into considera-
tion. The present Tramwaye (ompany has

been efficiently conducted practically by one
man. I am a great believer in giving a good
man full control.

Mr. Wiisox: There were also a number of
directors.

Mr. TAYLOR : They had practically noth-
ing to do with the pthv that the manager cax-
ried out here. What is cur experience gene-
rally with boards of six and eight? T Criti-
cise, not the personnel, but the board itself.
I refer to the Metropolitan Water Supply and
sewerage Board. I have always argued that
if we had had three engineors on that board
we would have hed move efficient work than
has been the case under the present board.
It is clearly and conclusively shown, when
we consider the Commonwealth Bank and
various banking institutions, that so long as
you get one, two, or three efficient men, that
in really all that is necessary to carry on a
large activity., The initial work, formations,
and construction of routes have to a very
great extent been clearly defined by the com-
pany. It is not as though we were starting
hom serateh as an a‘vsolutelv new company
which had to construct the whole of the lines
throughout the metropolitan area. Now, it
is simply a question of the direction in which
these existing lines Shdu be extended.  All
thie other matters will probably not be altered
to a very great cxtent. .I do not see any
necessity ot all for I:nving such an unwieldy
board. You will have to take vour chance
in the sclection of the best men poszible for
the Trust. The Government have the right to
appoint two members. I think the Premier
should accept the amendment, because it will
be in the very best interests of efficient and
economical management.

At 3.15 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair,

The PREMIER (ITon. E. G. Theodore,
illagoe) ;. The hon. member for Windsor
evidently assumes that the creation of a

Trust necessitates a change in the existing
management of the trams. Ile l’;ases his
srgumeny on that, He s that br the
appointiient of a Trust drastic alterations
will be made in the actual management of
the tramwayv business. That doecy not neers-
sarily follow. I do not know that there is
any necd for any change in the management
whatever. If the Trust, when it is consti-
tuted, decides that the management is effi-
cient, then there =will be no need for ang
change. All this Bill does is to set up a

[Mr. Herr.
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Trust, not to replace the existing manage-
ment, but to correspond with the position of
the board of directors, which will disappear.

I can understand the argument of the hon.

membper for Iinoggera if he means that a
smaller Trust shall occupy the relative posi-
tion of this Trust, and that we shall have an.
expert bomd occup}‘lng that relative position.

The amendment does not accomnplish that
unlegs it is followed by a series of consequen-
tial amendmon’fe All it does is to reduce the
number of members from eight to three, still’
maintaining the character of the Trust. "That
is the prmuple Undellvmg this amendmont.

The Gow"*m,mn* have commitred themselves
to this system of supervision of authority and

control of the trams.
Mr. Kerr: It is really a question of
numbers.

The PREMIER: If it is really a question
of numbers, and not a question of setting up
o commission of cxperts, the amendment is
unwise and cannot be defended, for the-
reason that it is a representative board, and
vou cannot have real representation if wvou
arc going to confine it to two or three mem-
bers. You cannot give proper representation
with that number. There 15 a large number
of local authorities concerned, and some of
them will not have ans representation
excopt as a group. That is the dis-
abilit=. I admit that it is a disability
to have to group a certain number of
locsl  authorities to <hare representation
through one member. You could only over-
come that difficulty by having one represen-
tative for each local authority, which would
make the Trust too cumbersome. It is only
a question of striking a happy medium, and’
the Government have deterinined upon this
number. The hoard would be too small if
there were less than eight, and to have more
than that number would be to make it too
unwieldy. The Denham Administration in
1914, in drafting their proposal for future
control of the trams by the local authorities,
made provision for a similar board as we
have provided for here, only that Admin-
istration provided for seven members, one-
of whom was to be a Government mpmqenta-
tive, and six werc to be local authority repre-
sentatives, whereas we propose to have two
Government  representatives and six  local
authority representatives. The hoard pro-
posed by the Act of 1913 gave the same power
and the same kind of members ship. I think
that the existing numbers are preferable to
a smaller 1epre<entat10n which would not be
satisfactory, because two of the large muni-
cipalities ‘would monopolise the representa-
tion. If the number was reduced to three,
two of the representatives would come from
the large municipalities.

Mr. Kerr: Compromise and make it four.

The PREMIER: No. To make it any 1
than the number pre scribed would add dis-
abilities to the local authorities, If you had
four members, it is certain that the City
Council would have two and the South Bris-
hane City Council would have one; their
interests are so outstanding.

Mr, Kerr: According to population?

The PREMIER: In accordance with the
liabilities they carry. You have to take that
into account. You have to take into account
their rating power. Most of the representa-
tion under those circumstances would come
from the city areas. I think the hon. mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley said that over 4G
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per cent. of the rateable value is centred in
the city. It would be far better to allow the
number to remain as it stands in the Bill.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): When speaking on
the second reading I pointed out that I could
not see much advantage in having a Trust
at all—that I could not see what its real
functions were going to be. The Premier
now says that the Trust will take the place
of the Tramway QCompany’s board of
directors.

The DPREMIER:
general policy.

Mr. VOWLES:
initiate it?

The Preuier: They
¢ General Scheme.”

Mr. VOWLES: And then
Advisory Board of experts?

They will determine the

Will they be able to
will formulate the

it goes to an

The DPremier: Is there any difference
between the Trust and the DMetropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage Board as at

present constituted ?

Mr. VOWLES. No. The \Ietmpolitan
Water and Sewerage Board is cumbersome,
because it has cight men to do the job when
three would be sufficient, The functions of
the Trust will be p)actxcally nominal, It
has erely to initiate a ‘ gencral scheme”
which will be finalised by the Governor in
Council. Further on, "the Bill provides that
the Trust shall have a number of powers. but
are eight men wanted to do these things?
There will be a general manager to look
after the internal matters of the business.

Mr. Wissox: It would not be a success
otherwise.
Mr. VOWLES: Of course it would not,

and I sincevely tlust there will be no change
in that respect. To my mind, the functions
of the Trust will be merely nominal. It will
have power to open, break up, and alter
the position of sewers, drains, tunncls, ete.,
and also power to cxtend the system. That
is the most important function. Tt appears
to me that the difficulty the Premicr has in
drawing up this scheme is to give proper
reprezentation to the various local authori-
ties, and, in order to overcome that difficulty
he  has made groups of local authorities.
After all is snd and done, if that portion
of the scheme has been accepted by the
local authorities and they are responsible to
the ratepayers, we, as country members,
should not object. Of course, we have been
told that this 1s a city matter and that
country members should have nothing to say

on it,
Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The
hon. member vwho has just resumed his seat

is quite right in making reference to what
has been said about this Housc being
divided into sections. It 1s against the
interests of the country that that should be
so. We are all here to do the very best
we can for the State as a whole, and I
would not hesitate at any time to express
myself very freely concerning matters a long
wav outside the city of Brisbanc or suburbs,
becauss I realise that my dutr is to the
State. If a vote 1s taken on this amendment,
I shall certainly have to vote with the
Government, as I think a Trust of ecight
members will be very much more S“Ltleﬂ.CtOly
than one of three members. Some of us
lknow how the local authorities in the subur-
ban arcas feel on this matter. They say
that the cities of Brisbane and South Brisbhane
have too much control, and I suppose, if you
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get down to what the local authorities would
like, you will find that they would like
cach division included in the tramway area
to have sonie representation. I am not argu-
ing in favour of that, as I believe it would
be unwicldy, and, that being so, the next
best thing 1s to follow the plan which the
Premier says was adopted previously by
another Administration, and that is to give,

as far »#s possible, ropn‘sentatxon to  the
various districts. It may not be a perfect
stem, as so wmuch depends upon the class
of man returned to do the work, The king-
pin of the w;ho]e business is, Who is to be
the managzer of the concern? The secret of
SUCCEHS \\111 depend upon the general manager
having absolute power, and bmng pr nctlmlly

1y

untramraelled  to plocoed along the lines
which, in his judgment, are in the best
interests of the tramways and in the best
intevests of the local authorities. My con-

viction is that, if two men or fiftcen men
have an opportunity of putting a finger into
the ypde, you are never going to get very
much suceess, If you have a good man, give
him cemplete control; and, if you have not
got a good man, get rid of him as soon as
possible When the local authoritics take
over the management of this concern, every-
thing will depend on the management.
W hdtovm our views may be about the Dris-
bane Tramways Company, we must admit
that the business has been well managed.
Tt mvest not be forgotten that there must be
a large ex pond'mre of money In addition to
the amount paid to the company in the way
of compensation, because the city of DBris-
bane and suburbs will continue to grow,
and it is cusential that we should get the very
best raan as manager and 1he very best cight
moen or seven Inen that it is possible to get
as members of the Trust.

Mr. SIZER (Yundakh): I support the prin-
ciple of a smaller Trust. While there may
be a good argument in favour of the amend-
meit, the Premier does not appear to be
inclined to accept it. If a Board of eight
iy not cumbersome, it is certazinly over-
loaded, and a smaller number could do the
vork. I suggest thet the Governnrent should
divide the whole of the metropolitan arcas
into four wards, each with one representa-
tive, and have one Government representa-
tive, making a total of five. That would
overcome the difficulty; it would be an easier
Board to manage, and would be more cfficient,
than a Board of elght. The Premier says
there are seventern or twenty local authori-
ties involved, and, if that is so, threc mem-
bers of the Trust will be just as good to
them as though there were eight, ospecmllv
if the area was divided into four wards.

The Primizr: You could not do that
because the city of Brisbane must have two

representatives to get its fair proportion
according to the ratcable value.

Mr. SIZER: I do not know that the
represcntation should he on the rateable

value. The city of Brisbane is probably the
most developed arca, and the expenditure
in connection with tramway cxtens ions in the
future is not going to be so great in the city
as it will be in the outside arcar. That being
g0, I sincerelv hope we shall bo able to
amend the clause which provides for issuing
precepts on the different local authorities
in the ovent of any loss. That is a good
argument why we should not
[3.30 p.m.] consider the valuation of city
property as being the basis of
representation on the trust, but should adopt

Mr. Sizer.]
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a population basis. That is a reasonable
thing, if the Government accept the principle
we are going to advocate later on in connce-
tion with precepts. We are opposed to the
issue of precepts to cover any deficit, and
think that the deficit should be borne by the
people who use the trams in the way of
mcreased fares. If the Government accept
that view, it is a sound argument why the
constitution of the Board should be on a
population basis. I am inclined to think
that we are right in arguing that a smaller
Trust sbould be coustituted and eclected by
four equal divisions, with one Government
nominee. A Board of that size would be
as effective as a Trust of eight members,
which would be cumbersome, and would
draw more fees than are justified. I would
ask the Premier to consider the suggoestion,
as it will prepare the way for dealing with
the question of precepts later on.

Amendment (Mr. Kerr) put and negatived.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): 1 move the omission, ou lines
11 and 12 in subclause (4), of the words “ one
month,” with a view to inserting the words
““two months,” This will cnable an altera-
tion to be made in the schedule. The
amendment is regarded by the lecal authori-
tics as being desirable.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 5, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 6—*¢ Brishane Tramway Trusti—Go-
vernment members’—

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): As will be seen
by the amendments which have been cir-
culated, I intended to move that the Govern-
ment be represented by one person instead
of two on the Trust; but, as there arc now
t5 be eight members, I have no desire to
make any alteration in that direction. I
will now deal with the next amendment
which has been circulated. I move the
omission, on lines 20 to 24, of the following
words—

““and shall appoint one of such per-
sons to be the chairman thereof; and
upon the office of any such member or
chairman becoming vacant the Governor
in Council may appoint a person in his
place for the remainder of the term of
his predecessor in office”—

with a view to inserting the words—

“who shall not be chairman thereof.”
My object in moving this amendmnent is to
de the right thing as far as possible. It is
freely acknowledged that the only reason
for the Government being represented on
the trust is a financial one. Immnrdiately
the financial arrangement with the Govern-
ment ceases, the Government nominees will
be removed from the trust.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. XERR: I find that there is provision
made in the second schedule for books of
account to be kept, for the Auditor-General
to make rules with regard to audits, and for
auditors to be appointed with local authority
certificates. The auditors must report to the
Auditor-General, and the Treasurer retains
power to order a special report at any
special fime. If that is so, what is the
object of the Government having a repre-
sentative in control of the Trust? He directs,
in a sense, the deliberations of the Trust.

[Mr. Siezer.
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He has a great and overriding power af
different times as to whether motions shall
or shall not be brought up.

The PreExmizr: You do not think that he
would be acting under the direction of the
Government ?

Mr. KERR: I do not suggest that he
would act under the direction of the Go-
vernment, but I do not know why the Trust
should not be allowed to appoint its own
chairman in the ordinary way. I think
that is a reasonable thing to ask. If my
amendment is carried, it will give the Trust
freedom to appoint its own chairman.
When the members appointed to the Trust
meet in conference they should be able to
appoint their own chairman, and have power
to remove him if necessary. There has been
a proposal mooted to appoint a professional
man as chairman. The position carries a
higher salary than that paid to the other
members of the Trust, and it lcoks as if a
position were being created for somcone. I
do not wish to infer that that is so; bus,
if the inference is there, the Premier can
remove it by accepting the amendment. I
think that one of the representatives of the
Government—who have no power in regard
to the policy of the Trust but are there to
watch the financial intercsts of the Govern-
ment—should be an officer in the public
service, such as the Under Secrotary to the
Treasury, who is well versed in finance.
T do not think that the Trust should be put
to the expense of appointing a man at £200
s vear. I think that ancther member of
the Trust should be the Under Secretary for
Public Works, who would be an acquisition
to the Trust. An appointee should not be
brought in from outside to fill one of those
positions, We should have an assurance
from the Government that it will be one
of the ordinary duties of these officials of
the State to abtend meetings of the Trust,
which will not take more than an hour or so,
one day in cach weck. It appears to me
that that would be sufficient to meet the case.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): T do not think it 1s desirable to
accept the amendment. The representation
of the Government on the Trust will not be
in the nature of representation of a pol-
tical party, or even a representation of the
Government for the purpose of directing the
affairs of the Trust, but merely to rotain
representation on the Trust during the exist-
ence of the Govermment’s financial interest
in the affairs of the Trust. We are only
following out what has already been done
in a number of similar cases. When the
Kidston Administration created the Metro-
politan Water Supply and Sewerage Board,
they stipulated that the chairman of the board
should be a Government nominee. and he
has been a Government nominee ever since;
but, as part and parcel of the administra-
tion, he has embodied himself in the admin-
jstration. as it were, and <loes nof act as some-
one taking directions from the Government.

Mr. Krrr: He is in a different position to
the chairman of the Tramway Trust.

The PREMIRER: No; he is in exactly
the same position.

%Ir. Kerr: That is his sole occupation—
purely that of chairman,

The PREMIER : That is true; but he is
not merely identified on that authority as
a deputy of the Government, taking instruc-
tion from them and seeking their advice on
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every matter. He exercises his own free
discretion the same as any other member
on that board docs. He does not consult the
Government as to how he shall vote or
anything else. Nor does he dominate the
board. As a matter of fact, he frequently
finds himself in a minority, and in the
case of the Trust created here the Govern-
ment nominces may find themselves in a
minority. They cannot dominate the Trust,
because they only number two out of eight
The chairman will culy ecxercise a casting
vote, so that the majority will rule. Who-
ever the chairman is, he certainly will not
ba given any directions by the Government
as to how he shall proceed on matters that
come before the Trust for consideration.
The hon. member suggested that the position
might be cut and dried. 1 assure the hon.
member that that is not so, because the
Government have not given any considera-
tion yet to the appointment of the chairman.
I can give the assurance that it will not be
a political appointment. It will be an
appointment from the public service.

Mr. Krrr: Will he be paid an extra
salary?

The PREMIER: Yes, It would not be
fair to stop his salary. The duties connected
with the Trust will be extrancous duties, and
he should receive payment for them. The
desire is to sclect a ran within the public
service so as to give the Trust the benefit of
the services of the best man we can get to
carry out the duties of the position—not to
hamper the Trust. but to assist it. It is
intended to appoint an officer who will have
some experience or technical ability which
will make his services of value to the Tr

Amendment (7. Herr) put and negatived.
Clause 6 put and passed.
Clause T— Elccted members’—

Mr. KERR (#noggera): I proposc to ask
that this clause be negatived. If that is
agreed to, 1 will propose the insertion of a
new clause to alter the basis of representation
on the Trust. At present the members of the
Trust are elected to represent different metro-
politan areas in proportion to the valuations.
‘The appointments should not be based on
the wvaluations but on population. Para-
graph (1) provides for two persons to repre-
sent the city of Brisbane, which includes
8,100 dwellings and a population of 44,000.
Paragraph (2) provides for two representa-
tives from South Brisbane, Balmoral, Coor-
paroo, and Stephens. That area contains
14,500 dwellings with a population of 67,000
or a difference of 23,000 as compared with
the representation mentioned in paragraph
(1). Paragraph (3) provides for two repre-
sentatives from the councils in all the other
areas comprised within the district. That
area includes 19,000 dwellings with a popu-
lation of 82,000, or 38,000 more than in the
Brisbane area. The users of the trams are
the people most concerned in this matter,
and they should have the representation on
the Trust. In order to male the number of
dwellings and also the population more equal
in each area, I have circulated an amend-
ment which I propose to move if this clause
is negatived. I have taken a radius of 6
miles of the post office, and I propose to
have two representatives from the aldermen
and councillors of Brisbane, Hamilton, and
Toombul ; two members from South Brisbhane,
Balmoral, Coorparoo, and Stephens, and two
members {rom Ithaca, Toowong, Windsor,
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Iinoggera, and Kedron. We find that those
threc areas represent a population of 67,000,
67.000, and 59.000, respeetively. There is a
difference of 8,000 in only one instance, The
representation spould be based on population
and not on the value of the land or on the
rates received. If we adopted the latter
principle, Brishane would be entitled to two

more representatives, and the other loecal
zlut}lol‘{tlfes between them would only he
gntltlod to two representatives. Population

18 a more cquitable basis. It mayr be said
that, if there is any delicit, a precept will
be issued on the local authoritics based on
the rateable value of the land. I hope the
Premier will accept an amendment to omit
that later on.  Kven if he does not accept
it, it will not alter the situation. The users of
the trams should pay for the trams. There is
no reason why people from Birdsville, Towns-
ville, and Charters Towers should travel in
the trams at a low rate, and the local autho-
rities in Brisbans have to issue a precept to
malke up the deficit. The users of the trams
should pay to make up any deficiency. 1
hope the Premier will accept the amendinent,

The PREMIER (Hon. F. G. Theodore.
Chillugoe) . The hon. member suggests to
negative the clause with a view to movihg a
new clause. I do not think I can accept the
hon. member’s suggestion, because this is
part of the scheme which was agreed to by
the local authorities in consultation with tho
Government.  The local authorities agreed
to the basis of representation laid down in
the Bill. It is true they suggested one or
two other alterations, bat not in the direc-
tion of the hon. member's amendment, For
instance, the Brisbane City Council wanted
to Increase the direet representation from
two to three, and South Brisbane wanted
separate representation.

Mr. FrY: Quite right, too.

The PREMIER: The whole of the local
authorities accepted the scheme laid down, in
the Bill, which is based upon the valuations.

Mr. Xerr: It cannot be, because Brisbane
would have more representation.

The PREMIER: I know that, but it is
roughly based on valuation, and if it were
based on population, it could only be dons-
roughly. There would have to be an elastic
sgh@me which would change the representa-
tton as time went on. The local authoritics
aave aceepted the existing basis. The Govern-
ment have no axe to grind in the matter.
Under the eircumstances, I do not feel myself
at liberty to accept the suggestion.

My, KERR (Fnoggera): 1 want to point
out to the Premier that one of the troubles
that may occur is this: We have the town
of Toowong with approximately 10.000 people :
then, a little bit further round, Ithaca with
21,000; Encggera with 4,000; Windsor with
18.000; Kedron 'with 5,000; Toombul with
13,000; and Hamilton with §,000. It is
therefore possible for the towns of Toowong
and Ithaca to have two representatives and
the town of Hamilton and the other arcas
i that

particular group, where tramway
extensions are necessary, may have no

representatives at all

The PrEviEr: When thes change like that
and the local authorities desire an alteration,
it can be considered.

Mr. KERR: When they change ! They arc
changing now. I havo no desire to he

Mr. Kerr.]
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parochial or to say that the Trust is going to
be more lenient with one s-etion than another ;

but I want to safeguard the interesis of the
people at my end of the city. I would ask
the Premier to recommit the Bill at a later
stage, 1f necessary. I am not concerned with
what the majority of the local authorities
have agreed upen. I am concerned with my
duty to give an equitable representation of
the local authontwq

Mr. KING (Logun): I would like to ask
the Premier to r:oconsider this matter in
regard to the representation of the City of
South Brisbane. At present it is grouped
with the shives of Balmoral, Ccorparco, and
Stephens, and the group is to have two
repres:ntatives.  Why not allow South Bris-
bane to cleet one representative and the shires
the other representative? Practicaliy all the
trams go through the ity of Sourlh Brisbane
on the one hand and the ity of Brisbaue
on the other hand, and the other local authori-
ties reaily only represent the respective
termini of the system to a very great cxtent.

A« it s, we might find the three shires
cutvoting South Brisbane, so that South

Brisbane may not have any representation at
all. It has to be remember d that the election

is made by the members of the councils, and
not by the pcople direct.
The Previer : The hon. member is assuming

that they will combine against South Brishane.

Mr. KING: They havs done it before to
secure thelr representation on the Victoria
Bridge Bomrd and for other purposcs—and
they will do it again. T live in (ocrparoo,
and, dlthough to a certain extent I am repre-
senting my own shire, T want to sc+ a fair
‘thing done all round.

The PreEMIER: The Home Secretary went
very fully into this matter with the local
authorities, and I do not feel inclined to make
any alteration.

Mr. TAYILOR (Windsor): T hope that the
Premier will accept the suggestion made by
the hon. member for Logan.

The PreMiER: It iz not onc of the amend-
ments suggested by the lecal authorities.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was in those sent to me.

The PREMIER: It is not in those sent to me.

My, TAYLOR : North Brisbanc el cts two
representatives, and I cannot see why South
Brisbane, which is also a city, should not
have the same right. Tt is grouped with
three other local authorities, and, as the
vote is to be taken by baliot and not by the
members mecting together, it is quite possible
that South Brisbane may not be represented
on the lnst at all, althougn I suppose there
js a great mileage of tramway through
South Brisbane that in the arca of the City
of Brisbane.

The PREMIER :
wrong therc,

Mr. TAYLOR: I am doubtful whether 1
am wrong. At any rate, a very large mileage
of tramway passes through South Brishane,
and, when it comes to the three shires, it is
simply a continuation from the South Dris-
bhane boundary of one track in cach case. In
saving that I am referring to the length of
street traversed, although in either c¢ase the
track may be double-track. To get to any
of thos- arcas the trams have to pass through
South Brishane, and the right having been
properly conced-d in the case of the City of
Brisbane, I think South Brisbane should also
have the certainty of getting representation

[Mr. Kerr,
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on the Trust. The City of Scuth Brisbane
may not have a representative on the Trust.
- Mr. Ferricks: The Mayor of South Bris-
bany is against the idea of the municipality
taking over the trams,

Mr. TAYLOR: T am not talking about
what his ideas are. I want to see a repre-
scntative of that local authority on the Trust.
The hen. member represents that area, and
he must know that this request is only fair
and reasonable. We arc conceding to the
Brisbane City Council the privilege of having
two representatives for a certainty. Should
not the South Brisbane City Council be em-
powered to take a ballot and elect one repre
sentative ?

Clause 7 put and passed.

Clause 8—¢ Disqualifications ’—

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
C'hitlagoe) : 1 desire to niove an amendmens
t; this clause. The amendment has been
suggested by the local authorities, and pro-
vides for the disqualification of a member of
Parliament as a member of the Trust.

Mr. Kixe: Against whom is that directed ¥
(Laughter.)

The PREMIER: I hope that it is not
directed against any individual. I am quite
nnpelsonal in the matter. The local autho-
rities seem to want it. I move the insertion,
on line 21, before the word ‘“mno,” of the
words—

“ No member of Parliament and.”
Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.
Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I move the omis-

sion, on lines 44 and 45, after the word
“ Trust,” of the following words:—
“ extending over a period of not less
than two months.”
Will the Premier accept that?

The PreMiER: Yes.

Amendment (3r. Kerr) agreed to.

Clausc 8, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 9—°“ Eligibility of members and
officers of local authority ”—put and passed.

Clause 10— Date of appointment of first
members ’—

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): I move the inser-
tion, after line 6, of the following words:—
“ Any member is eligible to hold office
if re-elected.”
As the Bill stands, a member shall hold office
for three years, but it doecs not say that he
shall he eligible for re-election.

The Premicr: There is no embargo against
a member being re-elected.

My, KERR: If he is re-elected, he will
hold office for six years. ‘

The Premier: I do not mind accepting it
if you insist upon it, but there is no necessity
for it.

Amendment (Mr. IKerr) agreed to.

Clause 10, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 11— Vacancies, how filled ’—

Mr. KING (Logan): No reference is made
to vacancies in the previous portion of the
Bill, yet this clame refers to the filling of
“ guch vacancies. I move the omission, on
line 8. of the word *‘ such 7 with a view to
inserting the word ¢ any.”

Amendment agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 12— Quorum ’—put and passed.

Clause 13— Remuneration of trustees’ —
put and passed.

Clause 14— Proccedings and business of
Trust "—put and passed.

Clause 15— District
passed.

defined 7—put  and

Clause 16— Acquisition of tramwuy ’—
Mr. KING (Zogan): I move the insertion,
on line 4, page 7, of the following proviso:—
“ Provided that the Trust, in lieu of
having the amount of the puarchase
money assessed and the basis or prin-
ciple of having sanie assessed in manner
hercinbefore ploudod may agree with
the company as to the amount of pur-
chase money to be paid and the basis or

principle of assessing same, and upon
such agreement and subject to the
approval of the Governor in Council, the

amount and the basis or principle of
assessment so agreed upon shall be the
amount payable and the basis or prin-
ciple adopted as aforcsaid, and shall be
deemed to be the assessment and ba31s
or principle as hercinbefore mentioned.”
My object is to place it in the power of the
Trust to negotiate for a settlement without
having to go to law. We know that the feel-
ings of the Tramways Company and the Go-
vernment are not too cordial, and we can
understand that neither will be prepared to
abate one jot of its claims. Probably the Go-
vernment will be out to do their best for inc
Trust, and the Tramways Company will do
its best in its own interests. With the passage
of this Bill the undertaking will pass from
the company to the Trust, and I think that
the mcmbem of the Trust and the representa-
tives of the company could meet more amic-
ably and with a better understanding of their
responsibilities.
The PrEyvirr: 1 will move an amendment

in liew of the one proposed by the hon.
member.
Mr. KING: Thanks very much. Probably

the Premier has one which will meet the case
better.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoe): 1 am moving this in order to
carry out what the hon. member desires,

I beg to move the addition to subclause (2),
on pags 7, after line 4, of the words—
“Provided that, except with the
approval of the Governor in Council, no
agreement shall be made by the Trust
with the company in respect of the pay-
ment of compensation for the tramway
or as to the basis or principle upon
which, or the court or person by whom
such compensation shall be assessed.”
The Solicitor-General informs me that any
agreement entered into will have to be
sanctioned by the Governor in Council.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 congratulate
the Premier on his reasonableness this after-
noon. (Laughter.)

The Premier: The hon. gentleman mis-
understands my characteristics. (Laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES : T made a suggestion to the
Government that they should allow the local
authorities to come to an agreement in con-
nection with this matter, but my suggestion
was scouted. He now allows them to enter

into negotiations, and, probably, there will’
be only formal sanction so far as the
Governor in Council is concerned.
Amendment (Mr. Throdore) agreed to.
_ Mr. KING (Logan): I do not know what
is meant by the words “ or person’” in sub-
clause (4) line 13.
The Premicr: It might be an arbitrator,
a member of the Land Court or the Supreme

Court. I do not know.
Mr. KING: Would it not be better to
confine it to the personnel of the tribunal?

The Premier: No; that body may either
be the Land Court or the Supreme Court.

Mr. KING : Subsection (2) of section 84 of
the Tramways Acts, 1282-1890, provides—

“ The amount of purchase money shall
be such amount as may be agreed upon
between the council and the company;
or, if the parties cannot agree, such
amount shall be ascertained in the
manner provided br the Public Works
Lands Resumption Act of 1878 for deter-
mining the amount of compensation to-
be paid to the owners of lands required
for public purposes.

I do not mind so long as it comes within.
the conditions of that section.

The PruMiEr: It certainly comes within
those provisions. It is comprehensive enough.
to embrace any tribunal under that statute
or any other statute.

Mr. KING: Then, that is all right. It
appears to me that some words are left ouf

of line 27. 1 think the words ‘ judgment
or’” should be inserted after the word
¢ other.”

The Premier: Will the hon. gentleman

move an amendment to that effect?

Mr. KING: Yes. I beg to move the-
insertion, on line 27, after the word *‘ other”
of the words ¢ judgment or.”

Amendment (Mr. King) agreed to.
Mr. KING: Are the words ‘““(other than

this section)” mnecessary? What do they
exactly mean?
The PREMIER: The Solicitor-General

informs me that the words might be neces-
sary and they should be retained. They
do not interfere with the company’s rights.
I beg to move the omission, on lines 41 and 42,
of the words “ at the rate of”’ with a view to
inserting the words—
“at a rate to be determined by the
Governor in Council, but not exceeding
the rate of.”
This .amendment has been suggested by the
local authorities,
Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.
Clause 16, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 17— Purchase moncy’'—

Mr. KING (Logan): This clause provides
that pawment shall be made in Brisbane. Is
there any objection to the insertion of the
words “or London”? A good number of
the shares are held in London.

The PREMIER : I am afraid that I can-
not accept the suggostion. Provision is
made for the purchase of the property, which
is at present—and which is to be paid for—
in Brisbane. The company can arrange to
have the debentures transferred to London
and placed on the London register. That is
a very simple matter, and the Government

Hon. B. G. Theodore.]
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will facilitate such transfer if the company so
desires.  The debentures will be issued in
Brisbane, and those who want to have them
transferred to the London register can easily
make that arrangement,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 18— Grneral Fund ; Loan Aceount”
—put and passed.

Clause 19— Reserve und Superannuation
Funds’—

The PREMIER : I beg to move the omis-
sion, on lines 47 and 48, page 9, of the
words—

“ with the consent of the Governor in
Council and on such conditions as he
thinks fit,”
The question of reserve funds will now be
left entirely to the discretion of the Trust.

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 beg to
move the insertion,-after line 55, of the
following new subclause:—

¢ {3) Bonus funds to provide for the
payment to officers and servants of the
Trust a bonus when in any year the
profits of the Trust exceed the amount
required to meet the labilities of the
Trust under this Act.”
This principle has been agreed to in
rumerous instances, and I do not see why it
should not be included in this Bill.

The ProMIsR: Has the amendment eman-
ated from the locat authorities?

Mr. DEACON: No.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoc): 'There may not be anything
wrong in the principle contained in the
amendment. but I do not feel at liberty fo
accept it. I am not sure that the Trust will
not have the power to do what the hon.
nember suggests in the amendment.

Hon. W. II. Barnes: Why are you object-
ing to it?

The PREMIER: The only objection is
that the local authorities are the people
concerned, and they may take it that it is
an instruction from Parliament if it is put in.

Mr. Dracon: The amendment says ¢ the
Trust may establish a bonus fund.”

Hox. W. . BARNES (Bulimba): The
amendment is a very reasonable one, and
the hon. member for Cunningham is quite
vight when he savys that it is the principle
that has been adopted by quite a number of
people. I take it that it is one of those
things that will help to smooth over matters
between the employers and the employees.

The Premigr: Has the hon. member
adopted that principle in connection with his
own business?

Hox. W. II. BARNES: I may say that,
when there arve prefits available, we have
done so. We always do so under certain
conditions when there are profits.

The PrReEMIER: If that is so, I will accept
the amendment.

Awmendment (Mr. Deacon) agreed to.

Clause 19, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 20— Sinling jund to br created”’—
put and passed.

Clouse 21— Investment of funds’—

The PREMIER: I bez to move the
omission of subelause (1). with a view to
inserting & new subclause reading—

“(1) Any sums standing to the credit

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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of the Sinking Fund shall be invested in
Queensland Government securities or in
the repurchase of debentures or stock
issued under this Act, and any
standing to the credit of any »
superannuation fund shall be investe
like wmanner.”

sums

The local authorities called attention to this
matter and asked that the amendment be
made.

My, KERR (Froggera): I notice that the
Premier’s amendment practically coincides
with the one I have had circulated, though
I made provision in my amendment that any
sums standing to the credit of the sinking
fund could be invested in their own business.
I realise that technically, if it is to be a
sinking fund, the moneys should not be
invested in their own business; but I think
the Trust should be able to utilize this money
to get as favourable a return as possible.
The Government will probably pay it 55 per
cent., and it is possible that the Trust will
pay 9 per cent.

The Premier: The Trust can invest the
money in repurchasing its own stock.

Mr. KERR: I think it would be a just
thing to give the Trust the power I suggest.
It will not do any harm, and it might assist
it when money is tight, as it mav then be
able to use the money in making extensions.

The PrexiEr: I think I have gone a long
way in my amendment towards meceting the
hon. member,

Mr. KERR: Yes, but you have left out
the words ‘“ or within its own undertaking.”
The Premier might agree to insert those
words after the word “ Act” in his amend-
ment. It is usual in any business under-
taking to have that liberty.

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

Clause 21, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 22— Issuc of debentures or stock”
—put and passed.

Clause 23— Loans by Treasurer’—

The PREMIER: I beg to move the
omission of subclause (2), with a view to
inserting the following two new subeclauses: —

“{2) Every such loan shall be for such
period and bear interest at such rate and
be subject to such conditions with respect
to repayment, sinking fund, and gener-
ally, as may be determined by the
Governor in Council.

“(3) The Trust may, with the consent
of the Governor in Council, from time
to time redeem the whole or any part of
any loan then outstanding at such periods
and on such terms and conditions as the
Governor in Ceouncil thinks fit.”

That is another amendment that has been
suggested by the local authoritics.

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

Clause 23, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 24— Bank
passed.

Clause 25— Security for loans’—put and
passed.

At 4.30 p.m.,

The CHATRMAN : Under the provisions of
Standing Order No. 307, and of the Sessional
Order agreed to by the House on 30th August,
I shall now leave the chair and make my
report to the House.

overdraft’—put and
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The House resumed.
The CHAIRMAN reporvted progress.
The resumption of th Committee was made

an Order of the Day for a later hour of the
sitting.

QUESTIONS.
Use or LicHT STEaM CsRS ON RAILWAYS.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fust Toownomba)
asked the Secretary for Rallways—

* Further following on my question to
him on the 11th July, as to ‘ providing
quicker transit in country districts,” and
his reply ther:to, that °inquiries were
being made to secure a suitable car, when
money would be made available '—

1. Has he seen the reference in the
¢ Daily Mail’ of Monday, 11th Septom-
ber, under the heading of * Rail Motors;
New South Wales Development; A
Local Production ”?

2. Has any report thereon been placed
before him by his officirs?  If so, will
he make such report available?

3. If no report has been submitted,
will he have the matter inquired into as
to its adaptability to the country centres
of the Qucensiand railways to provids

more frequent and  expeditious  ser-
vices? 7’
The SECRETARY FOR

RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Xeppel) replied— -
“ 1. Yes.
““2 and 3. A report is heing prepared
upon the matter.”

DISTRIBUTION TO SCHOOLS OF CIRCTULARS J#SUED
BY QUFEWLA\'D PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION.
*r. R. ROBERTS asked the Sccretary
for Anucultum and Stock—

““1. Has he seen copies of circulars
headed ¢ The Quecnsland Producers’ Asso-
ciation,” dated Ist September, 1922, over
the signature of J. F. McCaffrav, ucting
ancretary ?

““2. Are such circulars being distributed
(a) to all schools (cities and towns);
(b) to all schools (suburban); (¢) to all
schools (country) ?

“3. If mnot, what is the
distribution? ”

Tov. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay), in
the absence of the Secretary for Agriculture

basis  of

and Stock (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eucham),
replied—
“1. Yes.

“2 and 3. Copies are boing sent to
schools  (approximately 1,250 in all)
thronghout Queensland sltuﬂ:od in loeali-
ties where persons ontra(“ed in the primary
industries are living.”’

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the
table 1 —
Return to an Order of the House regard-

ing soldier settlemnent selections.

BRISBANE TRAMWAY TRUST BILL.
RestarTION OF COMMITTIEE. g

(Mr. Kirwan, Brishane, (n the chair.)
Clause 20— Deficiencicz, how made up”—
My, MOORTF (Aubign):
ston of the following -
(i1 Issue to

I move the omis-
words c—

each local authoriiy

comprised within the district of the Trast
a precept requiring such local authority
to pay to the Trust a share of the deficit,
which shall bear the same proportion to
the total deficit as the rateable value of
the rateable land in that part of the area
of such local authority within the distvict
of the Trust bears to the rateable value of
all rateable land in such district, and
cach such amount shall be fixed by the
Trust.

“(2,) The amount so payable shall be a
debt due to the Trusi by the local autho-
rity upon which the demand is made,
and recoverable accordingly.

“(3.) In order to provide the amount
so payable, the local authority may from
time to time levy a special rate of suffi-
cient amount in manuner provided by the
Local Authorities Acts.”

with a view to inserting the following :—

¢ (i1.) Take such steps with a view to
increasing the fares chargeable for the
use of the said tramway, or for increas-
ing the rates and charges in respect of
any undertaking that the Trust may enter
upon pursuant to the provisions of section
32 of this Act; or, generally,

¢ (ii1.) Take, subject to this Act, such
action that the Trust may deem advis able
in order to mect the said deficit. and in
order to ensure sufficiency in the said
revenues of the tramway and other under-
takings of the Trust to mect i3 said
liabilities,
¢ Provided that the Trust shall have
no power to issue to any local authority
comprised within the district of the Trust
any precept whereby a local authority
may be empowered to levy any special
rate upon the mtmee fand within the
distriet for the purpose of meoting such
deficit or any part thcleof ”
On the second reading of the Bill it was.
pointed out that this was one of the main
causes for dissatisfaction with the Bill. We
all know that it is quite possible that there
mar be a loss on the working of the tram-
ways when they are taken over, and I do not
think it would be a fair thmrr for that loss
to have to be borne by the rateable property
in the metropolitan arca. Those who use
the tramways should bear the loss, if any.
I can quite see that, if precepts are to be
issued to the local authorities to cover the
loss, there will be an agitation for a reduction
of fares. A certain scction of the community
will not mind what loss there is if it falls
upon another section. If people uie the
railway instead of the tramways, and a loss
cnsucs under the Trust, those people. even 1f
ther are not ratepayers, should be compelled
to share in the loss. We know that since the
franchise in regard to local authority elec-
tions has been enlarged those elections have
become more like Da]mnmntarv elections,
Candidates for election to the local authori-
tics will be prepared to offer bribes in order
to secure votes. They will be prepared to
thrust burdens upon anrbody in order to
win the cleetions. A candidate will very
readily promise that there shall be no rise
in tram fares, T think the Bill i open to
a great deal of critictsm.  We know the
objection the local authorities have to taking
over the tramwayxs and the ratepayers in
the .areas where the trams are running should
not be made liable for an indefinite loss. The
rating in the local authority arcas around

My, Moore.)
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Brisbane at the present time is excoedingly
heavy, and I cannot sec any justifieation for
putting on the ratepayers the additional
burden of any loss which mey cccur in con-
nection with the tramways. I think that the
Premisr would ke well advised to accept my
amendment, as it will take away a great
deal of the opposition of property-owners to
the Bill. A large number of them at the
present time have to psyv high rates, and
they do not know what liabilities they ave
going to incur in connection with this leuris-
lation. They will have no opportunity of
controlling the Trust. After all, it is only a
fair thing that the people who u=e the trams
should be responsible for making them pax.
There is nothing in the Bill to say that fhe
profits shall go to the local authorities con-
corned.  If there is a profit, there will be a
demand for a reduction of fares. I do not
think it is a fair thing that the ratepavers
should be compelled to pay precepts on the
value of their Jand to make up any loss.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I have much
pleasure in supporting the amendment. Good
and sufficient reasons have been given why
it should be adopted, several of which were
mentioned during the second reading debate.
We know that the rates at present are high,
and they are not likely to be reduced. The
trams will be extended, and an extra rate
will be required for that, or at any rate a
-continuance of the present high rates. We
know that, when the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board bring their
work to completion, the house connections
are going to cost a lot of money, and the
Brisbane people will have to pay for these
facilities.  What the sewerage rate will be
we do not know. It is not a fair thing
‘that the ratepayers of Brisbane should be
asked to pay to provide a cheap ride for
our floating population, especially those who
come to Brishane from all other parts of
the State. That liability should not be
thrown on to the Brisbane ratepayers, bub
should be paid by the users of the trams
theraselves. T hope that the trams will pay,
and, if we get economical and skilful man-
agement, they will pay. TFor the first year
or two we shall not get much profit from
the trams. If therc are any losses. then
those losses should be borne by the people
who ride in the trams, because they get
the benefit of them. The man who has got
property in Queen street and who lives in
the suburbs will have to pay twice over,
if it is done by precept. The amendments
so far have not been hostile, but have been
introduced to cnable us to get a fair Bill

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoc): 1 cannot accept the amendment.
"This is one of the princinles connected with
the financial part of the Bill. It is not
intended to use this proposal to harass the

local authorities. Far from it. It may
happen that the Trust will reduce the tram
fares.  The Government stand bchind the

finances of the Trust. because the money will
bz borrowed from the Government, so the
Government will have an interest in it.
The Trust will be under a responsibility to
the Government to make up any deficiency.

Mz, ELrHINSTONE: Cannot the Government
regulate the fares?

The PREMIER: No; that is controlled
by the Trust. This clause is necsssary as a
safeguard for the Government. The Go-
vernment cannot increasc the fares. If the
Government could wipe out the lability of

[Mr. Moore.
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the Trust by increasing the fares, there would
b+ somcthing to be said in favour of the
elimination of the clause.

My, TayLor: You can introduce a regula-
tion so that it will be impossible for the
Trust to reduce the fares.

The PREMIER : That would be a greater
evil than the present clause, bacause it would
be interfering with the business controlled
by the Trust. There is no danger of this
clause being operated for financing the busi-
ness of the Trust. A similar provision was
introduced by the local authorities in their
own draft Bill in 913, They put in the
provision that they could levy by precept,
and they also put in a provision that they
could levy by a direet rate. In the Bill
introduced by the Denham Government jn
1914 they had a similar provision, but Mr.
Denham took out the provision giving power
to levy a direct rate, and put in the power
to levy by preeept Instead. The Adelaide
Trust has a similar provision. I think it can
also levy by direct rate on the local authori-
tiex, The Melbourne Trust has also got a
similar power to levy either by precept or
by a direct rate. In the case of the Mel-
bourne trams they are not controlled by the
people’s representatives, but by a Commis-
sion appointed by the State Government

Mr. KiIxg: in the
Adeclaide Trust.

The PREMIER : Yes: Section 51 enables

the Trust to call upon each local authority
to levy a rate. In Quecnsland under the

There is no power

Local Aunthorities Act the local authorities
are empowered to levy a tramway rate.
That is provided for in section 335. The

Buderim Shire Council took advantage of
that section to levy a tram rate, and it is
also taken advantage of by the Innisfail
Shire Council. The Townsville City Council
also adopted a similar provision in connec-
tion with the eleciric lighting of their city
by a business concern. This clause is not
put in to enable the Trust to curry favour
with the tram users by reducing fares and
then levy a precept on the property owners.
The property owners will control the Trust
through the varicus local authorities. I am
sure that the representatives on the councils
will not tolerate the Trust levying a precept
after having reduced the fares: they would
turn their representatives on the Trust out
of office at once.

Mr., Meore: The local
elected by the electors.

The PREXMILER: And the majority of
the electors have a direct interest in the
question of rates. I think it is only fair
to assume that the Trust will carry on a
poliey of financing the tramwazys from year
to year and accurmnulating a reserve fund out
of the profits.  When the profits accumulate
it js only right that they should be used
to lighten the burdens of the local authori-
ties. just as they have done in other cities.

Mr. RIZER (Yundah): This is one of the
cardinal featuves which the Opposition wish
to establish in this Bill. I appreciate the
Premier’s argument, because 1t 1is only
natural that investors of capital or the
local authorities should be secured by being
able to make up anv deficit through the rates.
We ought to establish a new principle in
this instance. The trams are a business
undertaking, and we need to get away from
the old haphazard method by which any

authorities are
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deficit could be made good by a levy on the
rates. Under that system the general
manager of an undertaking is not under a
compelling necessity to make dividends or
profits—otherwise, his position might be in
jeopardy—because he is able to levy on the
general taxpayer or, through the local
authorities, upon the ratepayers whenever
there may be a deficit. It is very easy to
square one’s accounts when one has that
power to fall back upon; but, realising that
we are dealing with a prosperous under-
‘taking and that there should never be a
deficit except as the result of bad manage-
ment, we arc justified in making it doubly
imperative on those charged with the direc-
‘tion of the undertaking that they shall man-
age it properly by removing from them the
right to issue precepts. It may follow that
we would have to insert in the Bill a clause
whereby if the Government, as the custodians
-of the fund, are not satisfied with the man-
agement of the Trust—if, for instance, they
reduce fares following upon a series of
deficits—they may have power to restrain
the Trust from reducing fares or otherwise
risking losses. - I maintained in my second
reading speech that any deficit should be
made up by means of increassd fares by ths
veople who use the trams. That is a reason-
able proposal, and would, I believe, intro-
duce a mwpew principle into Government-
«controlled or semi-Government-controlled con-
cerns. It would give a sense of responsibility
and secure that businesslike management

which has been so lacking in many of our -

public undertakings in the past.

As to the Premier’s argument that the
Trust might unduly reduce fares, we must
assume that a general manager with business
acumen will be appointed, and the Trust
will have to follow his advice, and one can-
not imagine that he would recommend a
reduction of fares if a deficit had occurred
:and, in reality, an increcase in the fares was
required. If the Trust wore allowed to carry
forward losses for, say, two years, and the
Government had power, to a certain extent,
‘to direct that no foolish policy should be
followed, the responsibility would be thrown
upon the general manager and the Trust of
so fixing the fares as to wipe out the deficit
and place the funds in credit without any
necessity to levy on the local authorities. It
is obviously unfair that the Trust should
‘have power to levy upon only a very small
proportion of the tram users, and that the
overwhelming majority of the uscrs should
be able to get cheap fares at the expense of
that comparatively small number of people.
Probably, too, the most clamorous for exten-
sions of the tramways will not be ratepayers,
and so will not have to shoulder any respon-
sibility for losses which may occur. I
‘honestly believe that people who desire tram
extensions would be willing to pay increased
fares if nccessary; but whether they would
be willing or not. our legislation should pro-
vide that the Trust should not cast the
burden on the ratepayers.

I hope the Premier will recognise that
we are onlv anxiou: to establish the prin-
ciple that the trams shall be a business con-
cern and must stand on their own foundation.
T do not think there is any fault to he found
with that argument, and we know that the
Government can introduce a clause by which
ther can rescrve their right to make levies,
if necossary. hope the Premicr will try
+o visualise the angle from which the Opposi-
tion look at this question.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I was
hoping that the Premier would accept the
amendment, because this clause represents
the weakest feature in the Bill. It is not
only an unsound proposal, but I believe it to
be quite unjust. We propose to give the
Trust power to levy on the ratepayers to
make good losses when the ratepayers may
have no direct concern with the trams.
The people who wuse the trams should
undoubtedly shoulder any loss, and the trams
should be self-supporting. If the Trust had
the right to carry forward losses for a year
or two years, and make them up by increased
fares or some other such mcans, that could
easily bo achieved. The position would be
slightly different if the local authorities
which  <lect the Trust were themselves
clected under the old franchise; but now
the parliamentary electors return the mem-
bers of the local authorities, who, in turn,
elect the Trust, so that really the electors
elect the Trust, and, through their repre-
sentatives. throw the losses upon the rate-
payers. That is quite illogical and unsound.
We might have a Trust which would appoint
an 1ncompetent manager and there might
be very heavy losses, which would create a
feeling of uncertainty, especially since the
ratepayers have already to carry a very
heavy burden. I am sure that this provision
will have the effect of deterring people from
owning property. It may be found after
six or seven years that the personnel of the
Trust is such that reckless: management
takes place, with tremendous losses. The
clause 1s an unsound proposal on the face of
it. If the Premier will accept the amend-
ment, the Bill will be quite sound. and the
Trust will be constituted con sound lines.
‘he hon. member said that the same prin-
ciple held good in South Australia, but the
Trust there was probably elected on a
different franchise. )

The PreviER: No, it is clected in exactly

the same way. It is a loecal authorities’
Trust.

Mr. FLETCHER: That makes it more
democratic still.

The Previrr: And in  Melbourne the
Commission, which is appointed by the
Government, levies on the Melbourne local
authoritics,

Mr. FLETCHER: You cannot juden
the real pesition wvntil vou understand all
the circumstances, There may be other fea-
tures that affect the position.

The PrEMIER : The local authorities, in their
own Bill in 1913, provided for it, and Mr.
Denham provided for it in his Bill in 1914,

Mr. FLETCHER:
since then: we h
franchise.

Things have changed
ave had an alteration of the

The PrEMIFR: The Government will stand
behind the Truit as euarantors perhaps to
the extrnf of £1.500,600.

e, FIETCIER: The Government are
backing the Trust. but they are net goinz to
s asked te make good anv losses. The
tramwavs must he kept «~If-supporting. Why
have this provision at all ?

The Prruwmrr: The hon, member is not
enggestine that the Government should put
in a roceiver?

My, FLETCHER: Yot o# all. T hope that
the Premior will alter his mind. If a
business which is being run to make a profit,

Mr. Fletcher.]
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and which has not to depend upon itself, and
knows that any loss will be made
{5 p.m.] up by someonc else, the tendency is
not to manag-= the business so well.
In years to come the Trust may manags the
business in a most inefficient manner.
The PreMIER : The local authorities appoint
this Trust.

Mr. FLETCHER: 1 would be very sorry
to have anything to do with the Bill as 1t
stands  with the ratepayers paving the
losses. It must also be remembered that no
referendum has been taken on the matter.
1t is being put upon the ratepayers, and there
is nothing to show that they may not have
to pay very heavy rates to make up deficits.
It is the principle about which I am con-
cerned. We are putting through a wvary
unsound proposal.

The PrRoMIER : It would be more unsound to
take it out.

Mr. FLETCHER: It is the one portion of
the Bill that I have picked out ax being
extremely weak.

Mr. XKERR (Fnoggera): Subelause (2) of
clause 5 of the sccond schedule reads—

“If thercafter on the thirtieth dav of
April or the thirty-first day of October,
respectively, any part of sach monev or
interest referved to in paragraphs («) and
(h) of subsection 1 hereof remains unpaid,
the Treasurer may, by notification in the
¢ Gazette,” appoint a receiver to collect
on his bebalf and to pay to the Treasury
all or any moneys and interest from time
to time due and owing to the Trust to
the amount stated in such notification.’”

It goes on to provide that the Triasurer may,

from time to time, malke rules, and then “AY g
“ Thereupon such receiver shall, from
the date stated in such notification, be
the only person legally entitl:d to receive
the revenues of the Trust.”

The PreMiEr: That is in case of default,
There will be no default.

Mr. KERR: We trust that there will be
no default, It is remarkable that the pro-
vision for issuing a precept should remain in
the Bill. There are other arguments in favour
of the amendment. If the Premier will study
the amendment closely, he will find that it
glves power to increaze fares and take ¢ any
other action deemed advisable.” The leader
of the Nationalist party pointed out that
travellers from the country who came to
Brisbane and used the trams would not be
called upon to make good any deficit. Look
at the experience of Rockhampton. Thou-
sands of people to-day arc paying a special

tramway rate in Rockhampton, although
they never use the trams. Arve we going to
have the same thing in Brishane® It is not

just.  The Trust will not pay rates, and that
will mean a loss to the local authorities of
approximately £15,000 per annum. The
Government will have two representatives
on the Trust, and surely they will look after
the financial intercsts of the Government.
Section 39 of the Adelaide Act roads—

“ The Treasurer is authorised from time
to time to pay out of gencval revenue
any moneys necessary to meet inter st on
the vost of purchase, which the receipts
of the Trust are in=ufficient to discharge
according to the provisions hereinafter
contained.”

It gocs on to say—
“ The whole of the monsys paid hy the

[Mr. Pletcher.
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Treasurer under section 39. together with

the cost of raising capital moneys certified

as aforesaid, are a charge on the assets

of the Trust in favour of the Treasurer.”
That is a fair and equitable arrangement.
Surely the Government have sufficient scourity
in the assets? T circulated an amendment
to omit the whole clause, but T think that
this is a very reasonable compromise. We
know that the Government went to the
country one vear on the “cheap food ” ery.
Politics have entered into local authority
elections, and what is to prevent the cry of
“ cheap tramway fares ” being used at those
elections, backed up by this Government?
The @mendment will be a protection against
such a thing. The Premisr must recognise
that our arguments have a sound feundation.
I hope that he will zccept the amendment.

Mr. SWAYNE (IUirani): The Premier
referred just now to the local authority
franchise in South Australia, and I believe
he said that the franchise there was similar
to the franchise that we have here.

The Previcr: No; I said the system for
the election to the Trust was exactly the
same as we are providing here. It is con-
stifuted by represcntatives from the local
authorities.

Mr. Frercuer: The Premier said the fran-
chise was the same.

The Premicr: I said the franchise in con-
nection with the Trust was the same.

Mr. SWAYNI: The key to the whole
position is the qualification of those who
cleet  the aldermen. The parliamentary
electors elect the aldermen, and the alder-
men, in turn, elect the represcentatives to
the Trust. At the present time any person
over twenty-onc years of age can vote. He
or she may only reside in Brisbane or
Quecensland a month and be away the next
month. It will be readily seen that an irre-
sponsible scetion can be a controliing factor
in a municipal election. What more popular
ery could a candidate have, when addressing
a. body of electors who run no risk of losu.lg‘-
anything in the matter, than to say, “ I will
give you tram rides at half cost?”’ That
would be a very strong inducement for those
voters to vote for that particular candidate.
The candidate will say, “If you return
me, I in turn will appoint members to the
Trust who will reduce your fares.’”” The
business prospects in some small suburbs may
not warrant an extension of the tramways.
What more popular cry could a candidate
have than to say, ““ If vou return me I will
secure you a Trust that will give vou this
extension?” 'The ratepayers will have to
foot the bill and make good any loss that
occurs. I am concerned more about persons
with an allotment and a small cottage. I
think that those persons -who Dby their
thrift have saved sufficient to buy an allot-
ment and have a home, and are in the posi-
tion of being their own landlords, are more
worthy of care than any other section of
the community. This measure will practic-
ally discourage thrift, What is the use of
saving up money to get a home when its

value by all sorts of excessive rates
15 going to be <estroyed? Look at the

burden that is going to be placed on the
property owners in connestion with our
water and sewerage system. If you are
going to put upon property owners uny risk
going to ) ) ¥ own L

such as 1 contained in this Bill, and then
later on amother risk. it will not bs very
long before any margin of value which now
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exists will entirely be destroyed and pro-

perty in Brisbanc will become valueless.
The argument has largely been centred
round the franchise in Adelaide. According

to the South Australian ‘ Year Book,” the
franchise in connection with the election to
the Corporation of Adelaide is—

‘“Every person of full age who, on
the first of October, is seized of or occu-
pies any rateable property within the
municipality, either as owner, lease-
holder, or occupicr, whose name as such
owner, leaseholder, or occupier is
inserted in the assessment book, is a
citizen and member of the municipality
entitled to be enrolled on the ratepayers’
roll, and to vote at all municipal clec-
tions held in the municipality.”

The Premier was quite mistaken when he
said the franchise was the same here as in
Adelaide. The franchise in Adelaide may
be more democratic, but it is not the same
as herc. If the Trust was elected upon the
franchise of those who will have to carry
any loss there would be no objection what-
ever. This Bill furnishes foundations for
the value of properties being attacked in the
way of rates.

Mr. FRY (HKurilpa): This Bill is not like
the laws of the Medes and Persians—it can
be altered. In order that the trams may
be carried on in the best intercsts of the
people, consistent with economy, it is neces-
sary that we should accept this amendment.
We know from experience in the past that
immediately a business 1s handed over to
a local authority it is removed entirely from
independent control. If the Government or
a local authority exercise control, that means
relaxation of supervision., There should be
no encouragement for the management to
play upon the anticipation of raising rates
from properties to make up any deficiency.
When the local authorities elections are on,
we shall find that therc will be promises
made with a view to conferring privileges
upon certain individuals or sections of the
community. Various concessions will be
given, and various officials, both public and
private, will enjoy privileges that they do
not now enjoy. Unless you remove the
temptation to make up a deficiency without
its becoming publicly known, you are going
to have loosc and unsatisfactory manage-
ment. If the Premier accepts the amend-
ment it will have the effect of making the
management more careful.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba):
I support the amendment. From a business
point of view the tramways should be self-
supporting. The co:t should be borne by
the users of the trams. Tt is not advisable
to make up the loss by imposing a rate on
property owners. I have in mind the time
when the Industrial Arbitration Court was

established, when certain people were
allowed access to that court. A few months
ago some of the bodies of employers

approached the court on the question of
a reduction of wages. Although the local
authorities were concerned in this matter,
they did not join in this application, as they
did not wish to lose votes. They acted in
connection with the local authorities in a
way that they would not act in their own
businesses. The same thing would apply
in connection with this Trust, and there
would be a tendency to make up any deficit
by a rate on lands within the area.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The
Premier based his argument chiefly on what
has happened in Adelaide. As the hon., mem-
ber for Mirani has pointed out, the franchise
in Adelaide is quite different according to
the South Australian “ Year Book.” Tt is
really the ratepayers who elect the Trust and
not the electors, as is proposed in Queens-
land  Then, if we go to Melbourne, we find
that, if there are any losses and a charge is
made against the ratepayers, the Trust has
to pay the profits into a trust account, and
from = that trust account they pay the
ordinary rates in the following year. There
may be other conditions which the Premier
did not quote which might have a vary big
bearing on the subject. The provisions of
the Victorian Act alter the complexion alto-
gether, and make it far more rcasonable.
That is where the analogies quoted by the
Premier are so dangerous. Unless you pre-
viously look them up and see what the Pre-
mier 15 referring to, you cannot place any
faith in him, because he draws conclusions
to suit his own case, and he does not quote
the whole case. Seeing the Premier bases
his argument on what is happening in the
Southern cities, and in view of the unsound-
ness of the proposal, he should alter his
decision in the matter and accept the amend-
ment. It will make the Bill more acceptable
to all parties and crcate more confidence in
the minds of the people. Confidence is being
lost in every direction, and the people do
not know what to expect next. A sense of
security is lost when you have clouds hanging
over vour head.

Mr. KING (Zogan): In the third schedule
to the Bill there is provision made for the
Trust to make by-laws, and in connection
with these by-laws there is power given to
prescribe—

“ Tolls, fares, or charges which, not-
withstanding enything in any other Act
contained, may be demanded or taken by
the Trust from any passenger, or in
respect of the carriage of any goods,
the provision .of trams for workmen at
reduced fares.”

They have power there ecither to reduce
fares or to increase fares, and I should like
to ask the Premier if, in the event of the
Trust taking possession of the trams to-mor-
row, there is anything to prevent the Trust
passing a by-law bringing the fares up to
the limit. There is no control over the
Trust in that direction. By that means the
Trust could make its revenue such that it
would not be necessary to issue a precept.

The PreEMiEr: That will be entirely the
responsibility of the Trust.

Mr. KING: That power cannot be.inter-
fered with by the Commissioner of Prices or
anyone else?

The Previer: That is so.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to
make a further appeal to the Premier to
accept the amendment. One must not lose
sight of the fact that we are taking a leap
in the dark. If the tramways became the
property of the local authorities to-morrow
and ther continued to charge the same fares
as arc charged at present—which, no_doubt,
they would do—it would probably be eighteen
months or two years before this matter was
definitely finalised and they knew exactly
what their liability was, and during that
period very heavy losses might be sustained.

My, Taylor.]
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If they knew whether the cost was going to
be £1,250,000 or £2,000,000, they could so
regulate their affairs that there would be no
loss.

The Premizr: Meanwhile they will be
paying interest only on a limited amount.
That 1s provided in the Bill. They will not
pe providing interest on a fictitious amount
of capital. Supposing the sum were fixed
at £1.5C0 000 cightsea months henece. it does
not say the Trust bas been all along paving
interest on £1,500,000.

Mr. TAYLOR : On what amount will the
rate be assessod?

The Preaier: On the amount agreed on—
something less than that.

Mr. TAYLOR: I certainly think the
amendment is a reasonable one.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The Premier

endeavoured to make a comparison between
Queensland and Victoria, but in Vietoria the
franchise is totally different. Section 26 of
the Victorian Tramways Act of 1915 reads—
“ It shall be Jawful for the council of
any shire to make and levy a rate, to be
called a tramway rate, cqually upon all
rateable property in any particular por-
tion of the shire on the following con-
ditions :—

(1) It muss appear to the council of
the shire that the tramway in respect
of which such rate is made and levied
would be for the special benefit of the
particular portion of the shire.

2) A petition must have been pre-
sented to the council signed by one-
third the number of the ratepavers in
such portion of the shire praying the
council to make and levy such rate.”

The PREMIER:
precept.

Mr. MOORL: They have to ask for it
before the tramway is built.

The PreMIER: We arc not talking about a
tramway being built. The tramway has been
acquired, and is now vested in the Trust.

Mr. MOORE: The people had an oppor-
tulglty of saying whether they wanted it or
not.

The PrEMIER: The Government passed the

measure and appointed a Trust, and they
imposed the precept.

Mr. MOORE: Before it was levied the
ratepayers had to be asked.

-The PrEMIFR: You ar» reading something
that is out of date.

Mr. MOORE: This Act wa: passed in
1615, and they took over the trams in 1916,
when the franchise expired.

The Prewmier: The last Act was passed in
1919. You are out of date.

Mr. MOORE: I would like to sce that Act
and sce what the provisions are. We find
the conditions under this Act are totally
different from what the Premier made them
out to be. Section 30 of the Victorian Act
provides—

They have to meet the

“If and as often as after moncys have
been levied and applied as in this Part
provided on account of the tramway rate,
the framway should become so profitable
that the receipts from it are more than
sufficient to liquidate all the expenses
connected with it, and also the mone:ss

[Mr. Taylor.
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due and payable to His Majesty in
respect of any advance hercunder, the
council shall place such profits to a
separate account and apply them in or
towards payment of all rates that may
become payable to the shire in respect
of ratesble property in the distriet upon
which the tramway rate was levied, in
cxoneration of the ratepavers until the
amount of such profit so applied is equal
to the amounts levied on account of the
tramwar vate, with interest at the rate
of £4 per cent. per annum. and, subject
thereto, the profits of the tramway shall
form part of the municipal fund.”

The PreMIER: Why persist in quoting an

Act that has been superseded ?

Mr. MOORE: A similar clause is probably
contained in the later Aect.

The Premier: The hon. member is not
honest when he persists in quoting that Act.

Mr. MOORE: The Premier persists in
quoting the section that suits him. I would
like to sce whether there are not other
sections in that Act with regard to the rate
to be levied. In Aets passed in Victoria they
do not place unnecessars burdens on the rate-
payers without giving the ratepayers an
opportunity of saying whether they are
agreeable to accept them or not. In Queens-
land we have a different position. The Vie-

torian Act of 1915 was passed for
[5.20 p.m.]the special purpose of making

provision to take over the trams
in 1916, and the provisions I have read were
included, If the Act has been altered and
there is no provision by which the rate-
payers can be protected, it is most extra-
ordinary. If that is so, it is the first Vie-
torian Act I have known where such a con-
dition of affairs has existed.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) : The hon. member for Aubigny
would not accept my statement that the Act
he has been quoting from is out of date.

Mr. Moozre: I do accept your statement.

The PREMIER: I showed him the copy
of the later Act I have here, and, even
though he acknowledged that there might be
such an Act, he went on quoting just the
same from the old Act which has been super-
seded. This is an Act relating to metropoli-
tan tramways in Victoria. It was assented
to on Tth January, 1919, and is cited as the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Act,

1918. Section 89 is headed ¢ Provision for
surplus revenues from tramway undertak-
ings,” and reads—

“If in any year there is 2 surplus from
the revenues of the tramway undertak-
ings of the Board after all past or future
liabilities properly chargeable to that
year (including liabilities for principal.
interest, or sinking fund in respect of
any debentures or stock) have heen satis-
fied or provided for, the Board—

(7} may carry to the credit of the
following vear so ruch of such surplus
as it thinks fit. but net exceeding ten .
thousand pounds; and

(b) shall distribute the whole or the
remainder (as the case may be) of the
surplus among the municipalities to
which this division refers, in accord-
ance with any scheme of distribution
from time to time adopted by the
Board, and any sum received by anv
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=u“h mumcxpahtv pursuant to this see-

on shall be applm' by 1t to\.ardg such

nul,\o ¢ as the Governor m Couneil

anproves, and not otherwise.’

My, MooRe:
the people having a

The PREMIER:

Trust in JMelbourne,

'lhe]e is nothing, in that about
voice in the matter.

This Act created the
There was no poll of
the ratepavers or anyone clse. The Victorian
Goverument, and not the ratepayers,
appointed the Trust, which has plenary
power t6 levs a precept.

Mr, Mooge: Does it say anything about
any future profit going to a sinking fund oug
of “which the rates may be paid?

The PREMIER: No:; but there is a pro-
vision whereby profits may  be divided
between the State concolidated rovenue and
the municipal revenue,

My, Frercues: There is something in that.

The PREMIER: IIalf of it gocs to the
State. but the whole of any deficit here is to
be made up by the ratepayers. Does the hon.
wember suggest that the provision I have
mentioned In the Vietorian Act is more
favouvable then the oue we arve inciuding in
thiz Bill?

My, Frererer: The ratepaver in Victoria
gets somethine back.

The PREMIER: No one but the rate-
pavers in the metropolitan area will benefit.

Mr. Frercuer: There is nothing to provide
for the ratepavers tharing in the profits.

The PREXMIER: On what does the hon.
member base that assertion?

Mvr, Frercuer : There is nothing in the Bill
previding for that.

The PREMIER: Who will benefit except
the ratepavers in the metropolitan area?
The accumulated profits will go to a reserve
fund., and may be used by the Trust to
lessen the local authority obligations.

Mr. Moore: They will not go to the rate-
payers.

The PREMIER : They may; there is noth-
ing to prevent it under this Bi Il If the hon.
member can show that there is anything in
the Bill preventing the Trust, or the local
authorities constituting the Trust, from
dividing the profits to Tes ssen the ratepayers

burden I will be prepared to accept an
amendment.
Mr. Moore: You cannot point out any-

thing in the Bill which allows it.

The PREMIER: If the local authorities
held the profits, who else would benefit by
it? The local authorities cannot use the
accumulated profits to reduce the fares; but
they may regulate their business in any way
they like. The Trust may make an annual
profit and use that profit to pay the local
;authorities” rates.

Mr. Kixg: (‘an it <lo that?

The PREMIER: There is nothing to pre-

vent it. Does not the Trust control its own
funds? If there are accumulated profits, we
may have to provide for their distribution

by legislation; but it is quite evident that
no one else can get any benefit from those
profits. The State revenue can get no bene-
fit. In Glasgow the local government bodies
have taken in the aggregate millions of
pounds out of the undertaking. I am not
justifying this because it is done in Victoria.
{ only quote that as an analogy. This Trust
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is more liberal than the Victorian Trust,
booauw in that case the municipal electors
or ratepayers do not constitute the Trust;
yvet ther are subject to a possible levy or
precept or a direct rate levied by the Trust.
In Adclaide the position is more analogous

to the position here, because the Trust is
elective.

Mr. Moore: But the franchise is not the
same.

The PREMIER : That is so; but they have
an elective Trust. The local authority repre-
scntatives compose the Trust here.  There is
rocmt for difference of opinion on this clause.
I have only stated what the attitude of the
Government is. I have listened carefully to
the arguments used, and I cannot agree to
accept the amendment. I hope the hon.
member for Aubigny will allow the thing to
be decided, so that we can proceed to the
other clauses of the Bill.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): The Pre-
mier said there was nothing to stop the Trust
handing over to the Yate')avms profits which
are made. There is 1‘othmﬂ to stop it doing
that.  Does the hon. g ntleman think it is
likely that the Trust “would ever think of
doing so?

The PREMIER: Docs not the Trust do it in
Glasgow?

Mr., FLETCHER : The circumstances may
be erntirely different there. The Bill does not
specifically say that the Trust shall distribute
any of its profits to the ratepayers; but it
says that any losses shall be made up by the
ratepayers. The ratepayers are hot con-
sidered in the slightest degree until a loss is
incurred, and then the Trust has power to
ask them to pay up. The Premier must
know that that is inequitable and unjust. I
do not think that the arguments he used
have any bearing on the matter.

Mr. WitsoN: The local authorities
want extensions made.

Mr. FLETCHER : If the local authorities
wan! extensions made, no doubt they will
b nsfit in that sense: but, so far as the
financial aspect is coucerned, the ratepayers
do not come in unless losses are made. To
be quite fair, they should come into the
matter if profits are made; but I hold that
they should not come into it at all, and that
the scheme should be self-supporting, and
then it would be a sound scheme.

Mr. KERR (Froggera): T hope the Premicr
will not remain adamant on this point,
because if he does the charge of incensistency
in policy against him will be justified. What
was the procedure adopted in regard to the
gusranteed railwaxs?  We know thaf a rate
was levied through the loecal authorities to
make un any deficit which accrued.  The
Government .\1pod out the guarantce prin-
le in conp etion with the railways, and
the loss incurred was borne by the consolidated
roveaue of the State. The Government are
foreire this Bill on th: local authorities and
are going to maike them Jevy a rate for any
defieit which mev oceur. If 1his is the policy
of the Government in one case, it dould be
applicable in the other case.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What do you suggest as an alternative?

2r. EERR:

jornd

will

T suggest as an alternative
the acceptance of the amendment which we
are disenssing, and maki the uscrs pay.
Again, T am going to accusz the Government

Mr. Kerr.]
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of inconsistency in re gald to their policy,
more especially where they are not concerncd
themsclves. I hope the Premier will do the
proper thing in regard to this amendment.

We are frettmo into the position that we do
not know where we are in regard to these
matters. The Government take up an atti-
tude in connection with a matt:r they are
intevested in different to the attitude they
take up in something they are not concerned
about; but there should be a unlfoun policy
on their part, so that the p ople would know
where the Government stand. We know that,
if this authority is included in the Act, it
may be used. As I have stated before, it was
uvsed in Rockhampton. Already the small
landowner with two allotments—in many cass
a working man on the basic wage—is paying
in some of these areas a great (lOdl more
than £10 a year in rates. Some of the local
authorities 1mpose as many as three special
loan rates. The cost of living generally is
tremendously high, and the State and Federai
taxation is very heavy. The time is oppor-
tune for the Premier to accept the amendment,
as it will give people confidence in the Stato
if this restriction is removed. V\ e shall find
the people in the trams saying, © Wa wonder
when we shall have to par_a ~p001<\l rate for
riding in these trams,” It is & reasonable
'xm“ndment and the Premicr might accept
it, as he has hesn reasonable to- (Lx and h’m
met us in a number of ways. In this prin-
ciple, though, the Government are inconsistent
with their policr in regard to the guaranteed
railways. We cannot overlook the fact that
the Trust will receive £60,000 or £80,000 extra,
which the present company has to pay in
British and Australian taxation. T do not
think there is any risk, but, if there is a risk,
it should be borne by the users of the trams.

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN (Drayton): When I
was in Rockhampton a short time ago this
was a burning question with a lot “of the
ratepayers. They complained about 1mung
to pay a tram rate for the benelit of the few
people who use the trams. The trams only
go up a few of the streets, yet all the tax-
payers have to pay, and those who do not
use the trams think it is not a fair thing
that they should be called on to pay the tram
rate.

Mr. SIZER {(Vundah): This is one of the
cardinal features of the Bill, and we bring
forward this amendment to make the Bill a
success. The Secretary for Public In:truction
asked us what we propose as an alternative.
This should be a business scheme, and we
suggest that the precept clause should be
deleted. Tf the Premier will accept the
amendment he will assist himself and assist
the Trust too, because he will get more
efficient management from the Trust and
from the gencral manager than he will get if
he retains this clause providing for the issue
of precepts. I am quite satisfied. in ¢onnee-
tion with our State enterprises, that if they
did not have their losses made up from
revenue, but had to rely on themselves, ther
would not be such a bmdon on the State as

they are. The position in regard to the
Rockhampton trams is ve ery pertinent. The
trams serve a few people there, and the

whole of the people huve to pay the tram
rate just for the sake of seeing the trawms
running. Those who want tramwar exten-
sions should be prepared to pay.

Mr. Winsox: Ther will not be imposod
upon as they are by the present company in
connection with the repairs to the roads.

[Mr. Kerr.
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Mr. SIZER: The local authorities will
still have to keep the roads in repair.

The SgcrETARY TOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The tram fares could not be inercased by
morce than halfpenny.

My. SIZE It might be necessary to in-
crease the tram fares a penny or a halfpenny.
That would wipe out the deficit and create
a surplus, and we could then have further
extensions. We would also increase our
surplus because of the extra revenue. The
Premier pointed out that it was neeossary
to make provision for the precept, otherwise
the Government would have no power to
stop the Trust from defaulting. The Govern-
ment are safeguarded by the powers provided
in the sccond schedule, whercby thcy can
whatever moneys are due to them.
The Government have nothing to risk and
nothing to gain by removing the precept
from the Bill. I am sure it will give the
rateparers more confidence in the under-
taking and increase the efficiency of manayo-
ment. Al the arguments have been in
favour of the amendment, and I hope the
Premier will sec the wisdom of accepting it.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (FKast Toowoomba}:
I would like some Information from the
Premicr with regard to the money to be
paid by the Trust and the date 1t starts
from. I judge from the remarks of the
Premier that the payments are likely to he
made in different amounts,

The PrEvIr : The Trust will carry on and
pay intercst on the amount owing.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: 1 take it that, when
the court decides the amount which has to
be paid for the purchase of the tramway,
the leeal authorities will have to pay interest
on the full amount from the day on which
thex take over the tramways.

Mr. ErpHixsToNE: It will be retrospective.

Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: That is so. What-
cver amount is fixed by the court as com-
pensation will have to be paid by the Trust,
with interest added, from the time that the
local authorities take over the tramway. If
that is not so, I would like to have infor-
mation from the Premier as to where he gets
his authority for making the statcment he
did in regard to the payment.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): Of course, there must be an
interregnum between the date of acquisi-
tion and the date when the compcensation is
fixed; and the company would be out of its
revenue unless some provision were made to
give it interest on some arbitrary amount.
The adjustment will, of course, be made
sgbsequently, and it is provided in clause

(8.) Pending the final determination
of the amount of assessment of purchase
money, the Trust shall pay to the com-
pany half-vearly out of the general fund,
interest calculated as from the day speci-
fied in the Proclamation in subsection
one of =cction sixteen hereof referred to
at the rate of five pounds ten shillings
per centnm per annum, on such sum as
the Trust., with the approval of the
(Governor in Council, calculates will be
the amount of purchass monev which will
be assessed in cash es afors=aid.”

It has to be an arbitrary amount in the
interim and an adjustment has to be made.
and interest in the meantime will be paid on
what will be a safe estimate on the amount
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of compensation. As to the hon. member’s
contention that there may be heavy losses in
the ecarly period of the Trust’s operations, I
would point out that the intercst charges
will probably be less then than subsequently.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fuast Toowoomba):
‘There is another paragraph I would like to
read—

“ Provided always that upon the final
determination of the amount of purchase
money—

(1) The Trust shall forthwith pay to
the company the amount (if any) by
which interest at the rate of five pounds
ten shillings per centum per annum on
the amount of purchase money so
finally determined under paragraph (i.)
of subsection three of section sixteen
hercof for the period between the day
specified in the said Proclamation and
the date of such final determination
exceeds the amount of interest already
paid by the Trust to the company
under this subsection.”

The PreMIER : That provides for the adjust-
ment.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: That provides that
the Trust has to pay interest on whatever
amount of money is determined by the
tribunal to be the value of the undertaking.

The Premier: It has to pay the full
amount. If the hon. member had been
listening he would have secn that in the
first twelve months—or whatever per}od
it may be—the Trust will have a better time
financially than at any other time, because
it will be carrying less interest than later.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: That is so, if it
takes twelve months, but in the next twelve
months an extra amount may have to be paid
to make up the interest. The impression
the Premier gave me was that during that
period the Trust would pay interest only on
a certain amount agreed upon by the Gover-
nor in Council and the company.

The PremiER: No. The second paragraph
of the subclause shows quite definitely that
the Trust has to pay on the full amount
determined as compensation.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted (Mr. 3Hoore’s amendment on clause
26) stand part of the clause—put, and the
Committee divided-—

In division,
The PREMIER: I declare that, in addi-

tion to voting in my own right, T vote for the
“Ayes” as proxy for Mr. McCormack.

Axes, 33.

3ir. Barber Mr, Land

,, Brennan ,» Larcombe
., Bulecock ., MeCormack (Proxy)
,,» Collins », Mullan

,, Conroy ,, Payne

,, Cooper, F. A. ,» Pease

,» Cooper, W. ,» Pollock

,» Coyne ,, Riordan

,, Dash ,» Ryan

,, Dunstan . Smith

,, FHerricks ,» Stopford

,,» Foley .» Theodore

,» Forde ,» Weir

,, Gledson ., Wellington
,» Hartley ., Wilson

., Huxham 5, Winstanley

4 dJones, A, J.
Tellers: Mr., Bulcock and Mr. Ferricks,
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Nozs, 29,

Mr. Appel Mr. Kerr

,» Barnes, G. P. s King

,» Barnes, W, H. ss Logan

,» Bebbington 5 Maxwell

s» Brand 5» Moore

,»  Cattermull s» Peterson

,» Clayton »» Petrie

,» Corser 5, Roberts, J. H. C.
,s Costello ;s Roberts, T. R.

s» Deacon 5 Sizer

,» Elphinstons s Swayne

»s Fletcher ss Taylor

» Fry s VYowles

y» Green 5, Warren

5 Jones, J.
Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Logan.
Pair,
Aye—Mr, Gilday. No—DMr, Macgregor,
Resolved in the afirmative,
Clause 26 pui and passed,
Clause 27—« Exemption from tames, ¢te.”—

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : I ask the Com-

mittee to omit this clause, when I intend to
move the

substitution of the following

clause : —
“ No taxes other than local authority
rates or assessments shall be assessed,

levied, or paid on or in respect of the
property or revenue of the Trust.”

The Bill has as its object the making of the

tramway undertaking a business concern. The
undertaking, ‘therefore, should be placed on
the same footing as other public utilities, such
as electric light and gas.” The fact that the
. local authoritics have asked for

[7 p.m.] this amendment emphasises its

.. Justification. If we examine the

rates paid last year, we shall see that the
ratepayers living in the tramway area are
paying a fairly Jarge tax. There have been
mncreases since, but the general rate for 1921
was—Brisbane, 64d. in the £1; South Bris-
bane, 6d.; Hamilton, 6d.; Ithaca, 7d.;
Toowong, 53d.; Windsor, 6%d.; Balmoral,
54d. to 7d.; Coorparoo, 54d.; TEnoggera, 6d.
to 8d.; Kedron, 3d. to 4d.; Stephens, 74d.;
Toombul, 44d. to 6d. For that vear £360,688
was levied, and it says a good deal for the
ratepayers that the arrears totalled only
£28,000. That levr works out at £8 per
dwelling and £1 18s. per head of population,
I have not had an opportunity of looking up
the figures relating to all th> States, but T
have turned up those relating to New South
Wales, and I find that the taxation of the
municipalities, inclusive of the City of
Sydney, is £1 9s. 7d. per head.

Hon. W. Foreax

SyrrH :
Melbourne figurss.

Give us the

Mr. KERR: Unfortunately, I had not time
to get those figurss. If every user of the trams
paid rates to the local authorvities, it would
be purely a quustion of taking money out of
one pocket and putting it into another. That
will not be the case, because only a certain
section of the community pave rates. IPrac-
tically the whole of the community will make
use of the trams, The amount of liability
that the Trust will be relicved of by way of
rates to the local authorities amounts to
about £15,000 a year. If that is so, then that
money has to come from somewhere, and it
can only come from onc section of the com-
munity. The Bill was never intended to
penalise one section of the community. Tt is
brought in for the purpose of supplyineg a
service to the whole of the community. The

Mr. Kerr.]
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local authoritics carry out various works
for the benefit of the whole of the community,
and the whole of the community should he
compelled to pay for those benelits.  All of
my arguments: arve supported by the local
authorities. They have asked for the inclu-
sion of this amendment. I hope the Premier
will acceps it.

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): I think
I heard the hon. member for Bnoggera say
that the amount thas the local authorities
would be relieved of in the way of rates
amounted to about £15.000.

Mr. Kerr: My authority is the Mayor of
Windsor, who prepared the staten:ont.

Mr. WILSOXN: That figure is romcwhat
astray of the correci armount. The amount
is about £8,172, divided arnong:t thivtern local
authorities,

Mr. Kixg: I think thore is a special
return issued by the Tramways Company
showing the rates paid, and how they are
divided amongst the different local authorities.

Mr. WILSON : I will give the gross amount
paid to the City Council. The Tramways Com-
pany pays 1s per cent. on its gross earnings,
and the amount is divided among:t the local
authoritivs according to the iength of tram-
lines within each area. 1In 1821 the gross
earnings were £544 827 12: 6d., cut of which
the sum of £8172 was paid for rates and
was divided among thirteen losal authovities,
The sum of £15,650 is altegether away {rom
the mark. The local authorities have at all
times had a good deal of contention with
the company with regard to rates and to
roads.

Right through the whole piece the Tram-
ways Company has had the wupper hand,
notwithstanding that it has had the very
best portion of the road. It has had right
of way in the middle of the main streets. I
know that numbers of local authorities will
agree with me that great pressure had to be
brought to bear on .the Tramways Company
in order to induce them to maintain the
roadway. We all know how the Hamilton
Town Council was served in that direction.
The amounts received in rates by the city
council from the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany during the last five vears have been—

_ Gross Dizcount. fl\'etAmmmt.
Amount. i

[ T £ s d £ s d

. 2,440 5 p o 702196 411

15 91 2437 15

5 9 2830 12 2

.. 111 313217 6

. 31506 1310 | 3237 4 8

Total for i i
5 years £15,148 18 61,514 17 10 113,684 0 8

I mention those figures to show that the
revenue is still increasing. The company
is on such a good wicket that there should
be no doubt about handing the concern over
to the local authorities. They will have a
splendid asset from the word * go.”

Mr. Kerr: According to your figures, they
could casily afford to pay rates to the local
authorities.

Mr. WILSON: I agree with that, and I
suggest to the Premicr that he accept the
amendment. We have a right to assist the
local authorities when we are handing over
this business.

[Mr. Kerr,
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The PreMIER: I am quite willing to agree
to the amendment.

Clause 27 put and ncgatived.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): I beg to move-.
the insertion of the following noew clause to
follow clause 26—

“No taxes other than local authority
rates or assessments shall be assessed,
levied, or paid on or in respect of the:
property or revenue of the Trust.”

Neow elause (3r. Kerr) put and passed.

Clause 28— Faclusive vight to construct
tramways within the district of the Trust’—

The PREMIER (Hon. . G. Theodore,
Chillugoe): 1 beg to move the insertion,
on line 20, after the word * tramways,” of
the words—

“and shall also have the exclusive
right to maintain, manage, and operate

motor and horse omnibus services and:
any like public passenger conveyance

services,”

That gives the local authorities control over
the modes of conveyance., The amendment
has been asked for by the local authoritics.

Mr. Kerr: I take it that that means that
the Trust may license any person, other
than the Trust itself, to run motor ’buses or-
horse omnibuses.

The PREMIER: That is what it means,

Amendment (Mr., Theodorc) agreed to.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): It means that 1 have a_conse-

quential amendment to insert here. I move-
the insertion, at the end of this clause, of the
following proviso—

“ Provided that the Trust may from
time to time and for such period, nof
exceading five years, and subject to such:
conditions as the Trust may impose,
grant to any person the right to main-
tain, manage, and operate motor or-
horse omnibus services or any like public
passenger conveyance services withm the
District of the Trust and rcquire the pay-
ment of fees in respect of such right,
whether by war of annual fees or other-
wise,

“ The provisions of the Trafic Acts,
1905 to 1816, in so far as they relate to
the issue of licenses, permits, and registra-
tions, and the appointment and regula-
tion of routes and public stands, shall’
not apply in respect of motor or horse
omnibuses or services or any like public
passenger conveyvance services within the
District of the Trust.”

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

(ause 28, as amended, put and pass~d.

Clause 29— General mancger to  be
appointed’—

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brizhane): I move
the insertion, after line 37, of the following
new paragraph—

“In making appointments. the general
manager shall not exercise «ny diserimin-
ation against any person on the ground
that such person ceased work as an
emploree of the company on the occasion
of the tramway strike of 1912.”

The clause provides—

“The general manager shall appoint
all  engincers, surveyors, inspectors,.
clerks, collectors, motormen, conductors,
pointsmen, and other officers and ser-
vants necessary for- such- management.”
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He generally controls the work in connection
with the tramway service, It is well known
to hon. members that, during the last ten
vears, the members of the tramway service
who went on strike in 1912 have been black-
listed and victimised by the company because
they dared to announce themselves as
unionists., I cannot conceive that there will
be any opposition to the amendment, and I
trust that the Premier will see his way clear
to accept it. There will be a change of
circumstances generally now, and whatever
animus may have existed will now be
eliminated by the knowledgs that Parliament
has seen fit to put an amendment in the Bill
wiping out the black-list which operated
during the past ten years.

Mr. KERR (Froggera): 1 think it is an
insult to the Trust to include such an amend-
ment as this, It is uscless to put it into
the Bilf at all. It is absurd.

The Prruier: The Trust will not make
appointments. The general manager malkes
the appointments.

My, KERR: It is an insult to the general
manager to say that he should discriminate
in wgdld to somcthing that happened ten
years ago. [ do not thml\ it is necessary
io lav down that sort of thing for the geneval
manager. It is political interference at once.

The SpcrReT:RY FOR RamLways: It Is an
insult to the workers to have the embargo.

Mr. KERR: We should not put such an
amendment into the Bill at all. If it is to
be done, it should be done by the Arbitraticn
Court. I might just as well include a claus:
to give preference to returned soldiers. We
cannot have a clause inserted just because
we want to go back to 1912.

Mr. Corring: If I remember rightly, vou
did not come out of the railways in 1912,

Mr. KERR: Didn’t I? I got knocked on
that occasion, I can tell you. I am satisfied
that we cun leave the appointments to the
general manager. There is no need to have
any discrimination. I know that some of
theie men have been appointed by the
Tramways Company lately. We could invent
thousands of clauses of this kind to put into
the Bill, but they are uscless, I do not
want the Bill to be made pohtmal in any
way; but thiz amendment will make 1t
pou‘tmal We have discussed the Bill from
a non-party view, and this is raising the
party isue at once. I object to such things
being put into the Bill, and T seriously hope
that the Premier will not accept the amend-
ment.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 am very much

of the opinion of the hon. member for
Enoggera.
Mr. Corrixs: It is quite natural you

would be.

VOWLES: We were told at an earlier
stawe of the debate, when a suggestion was
made from this side, thar it would be con-
sidered as a direction from the Committee
to the general manager, and that that was
undesirable. That was the statement the
Premier made in reply to an amendment
from this side.

The Prewizr: What was the amendment?

Mr. VOWLES: The amendment moved by
the hon. member for South Brisbane is evi-

dently a compromi<e which has been agreed
to by the Premier as the result of a threat

thrown out bv
Speaking on the
last Friday. the
PBrisbane said—
“The rights of those men who went
out in 1912 should be preserved, so that,
if thesy want employment, thev can obtain
it as soon as this concern is released from
the control of the Brisbane Tramwayvs
Company. I hope that it will be able
to do that, and in Committece I will
Ondeavom to get as near as possible to
it.’

“ As ncar as possible” means to make a
dircetion to the general manager.
The Preumn: Not a direction.

Mr. VOWLES: In what other way can
it be made? When the hon. member for
Aubigny was speaking on the same Bill the
Premier made an interjection in connection
with this subject, which I will quote. The
Premier interjected—

“The best manager possible will be

one of his own supporters.
sccond reading of the Bl
hon. member for South

appointed, and he will be absolutely
independent of Parliament. We provide
for that.”

Then the hon. member for Aubigny said—
¢ The genecral demeanour of hon. mem-
bers opposite signifies that the position
will be left open.”
To that the Premier interjected—

“1 will ask the hon. member to
support me.”

What has happened? There is a direct threag
that something is going to be done relating
back to ten years ago. For what purpose?
Merely that the hon. member for South
Brishane may be able to justify himself with
some of his militant electors, who are prob-
ably members of a union of the past, and
apparently he is doing it at the desire of the
Premier,

The Previse : It docs not say that the men
shall be appointed.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not say it does. Why
are we referring to the matter at all? If
justice is to be done, and a general manager
1s appointed, and it is generally admitted
that he is a fair man and a good man, why
should we direct him as to what he is to do?
We are telling him that in the management
of this concern, which is under the control of
the Governor in Council—of a Minister to a
great extent—he Is to make discriminations.

The PreMIER: No—that he shall not make
discriminations.

Mr. VOWLES: We are telling him that he
has got to review the position; and it is pos-
sible’ that, through the interference of the
friends of these men, others who are now in
billets will find that, in the exercise of that
discrimination, they will lose their billets. If
it 1s not for that purpose, why is it proposed
at all?

Mr. W. CoorgrR: Because men have been
blacklisted for ten years.

Mr. VOWLES : What is the object of talk-
ing about it? Is it not a direction to the
gene1al manager as to the desire of the
Government? It can only have one effect—
that persons in billets to-day are going to be
prejudiced.

Mr. CorLriNs: More cars and extensions
will be required, and more men will be
needed.

Mr. Vowles.]
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Mr. VOWLES : In that case I should say it
ought to be left to the general manager to
get the best men to bring aboutv the best
resultz; and, if we arc going to give him
anything in the nature of a direction, we
shall be initiating a principle which is going
to be the ruination, not only of the local
authorities buy also of those persons who live
in their arcas and who have to foot the hill.
It is a bad principle. We started on this Bill
in a non-party spirit to bring about the best
results: but now we are going to mar all we
have done by introducing an objectionable
feature in order that the hon. member may
prove, in some dircction at any rate, that he
has not forgotten, and that he is going to
carry out onec of those threats which he and
other men made many vears ago—that when
the opportunity came they would get square.
With whom are they going to get square?
With whom but the loyal men who stuck to
the company in a time of trial? The Govern-
ment are going to give the general manager
directions, if not to discriminate, at any rate
to do something which will put the positions
of these men in jeopardy. I think that is a
wrong principle, and the Premier will be well
advised if he reconsiders the matter. Appa-
rently a compromise has been accepted, and
I am sorry, because I thought that he asked
us to support him.

The PreEMIER: Surely, you do not want the
general manager to discriminate?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not.

The Premigr: That is all the
savs.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should not & similar
provision go into every Act of Parliament?
Why should it not be a general principle of
the Government or of this House? The Arbi-
tration Act itself says that there shall be no
diserimination.

Mr. CorLiNs: There are some who defy
even Arbitration Acts.

Mr. VOWLIES: Does that not show that
there is more in this amendment than meets
the eye? We have to judge by the spirit in
which hon. members opposite bring the
amendment before the Chamber. I think it
is a great pity that it has come up at all
Apparently, it was never intended when the
Bill was introduced. It was not asked for by
the local authorities, and every time we sug-
gested anything to the Premier he has asked:
“ Did the local authorities ask for this? ”

The PremiEr : They certainly did not object
to this.

Mr. VOWLES: Why was 1t not in the
original draft of the Bill?

Mr. Fermricks: The amendment
printed before this Bill was introduced.

Mr. VOWLES : This threat was made this
day week.

Mr. Ferricks: I had the amendment in my
pocket long before that.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member says it
was printed? I say it was not printed.

Mr. FERRicKs : I say it was.

Mr. VOWLES: Was it printed and circu-
lated ? It is a most astonishing thing to me.
We are dealing with a caucus party who go
into all these details in camera, and this
matter was apparently never discussed, and
the majority of the party never had the right
to express their opinion upon it. When the
statement was made by the hon. member for

[Hr. Vowles.

mendment

was

South Brisbane, the reply of the Premier—
that he would stand up against it—met with
approval from this side of the House.

[7.30 p.m.]
The PrEMIER: Don’t twist what I said.
Mr. VOWLES: You asked us to help you.

The Premimr: To retain the powers of the
gencral manager in the control of his staff.

Mr.ﬂVOVVLES_: Had not the hon. member
for South Brisbane made that threat
previously ?

Mr. FERRICKS : No.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; the hon. member said
he was going as near as he could.

The PrevizR: Do you say that the hon.
member for South Brisbane has no right to
move an amendment?

Mr. VOWLES: Certainly he has a right
to move an amendment; but, if he makes a
threat and certain action is taken because
of it, we arc here to criticise it.

The PrevMER: Keep on doing it. The
fatuity of your argument 1s the thing that
strikes me,

Mr. VOWLES: Every time the Premier is
cornered he starts on the same line of defence
-—abuse. It does not get him anywhere. No
person can be read more easily than the
Premier. I trust the hon. gentleman will not
accept the amendment. If he does, he is going
to mar what we have donc this afternoon in
trying to make this a workable Bill.

The Premigr: Fither you intend to allow
the general manager to discriminate or you
must accept the amendment.

Mr. VOWLES: We do not want to include
in the Bill anything in the nature of a
direction to the Trust or the general manager.

The Previgr: It is not a direction.

Mr. VOWLES: We want to give them a
frec hand to carry on the business in a
businessiike way. The general manager
should have the right to pick and choose his
men, if he is to make a success of the business.
The curse of Government employment, more
particularly in the Railway Department, has
been the fact that the Commissioner has not
been in the position of deciding what class
of men he shall have working for him; he
has had men thrust upon him on account of
their political brand.

My, CorrLiNs: It
political brand.

Mr. VOWLES:
brand.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Your stabe-
ment is entirely false.

Mr., VOWLES: I have the minutes of the
meeting which took place in Ipswich at which
the Premier was present—I will give them ta
the House one of these days. I have the
statement of the Premier about inefficiency
and the number of hands in the Ipswich
workshons who were put in unnecessarily.

The Prewigr: We dealt with that.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. I have the Premicr’s
admissions and also the admissions of the
gontlemen who told him that he should carry
ent the same principle that we desired to
see carried out—to put those men on pro-
ductive work instead of having two men
doing one man’s job. If ws are going to
have that state of affairs in the tramways,
God help the concern. If you are not going

must have been youlr

It was not my political
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to have men who are efficient, if you are
not going to get the best men, it will be like
other Government enterprises—it will end in
disaster.

The Previer: What is there in this amend-
ment that prevents the general manager
obtaining efficient men?

Mr. VOWLES:
Dim,

The PrREMIER: It is not.

Mr. VOWLES: Doss the hon. gentleman
mean to tell me that people in those positions
are not guided to a very great extent by
the desires of the Governor in Council? When
you propose to put something into the Bill
which is as close as you can get to compelling
the general manager to employ certan men

- who went out for certain reasons nany vears
ago—if that is not a direction, I would like
to know what is.  Houo mendes: opposiie
would have gone the whole hog 1if the
Industrial Arbitration Act had allowed chem.

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): 1 am
somewhat surprised at the attitude taken up
by the hon. member. In one breath he says
there is nothing in the amendment and that
it is useless, and then he lays great stress
on its importance. The same remark was
passed by the hon. member for Knoggera.
The amendment does not say that the loyal
workers of the Tramways Company are going
1ty be interfered with in any shape or form;
all that it asks is that, in making any fresh
appointments, no discrimination shall be
made against these other men. The leader
of the Opposition kuows as well as I do that
an embargo has been hanging over the heads
of these men for the last ten years. There
were 570 odd men who went out on strike.
Something in the neighbourhood of seventy
or seventy-five were willing to go back at
one time, but Mr. Badger had decreed that
they should not be emploved, and they were
debarred from obtaining such employment
right throughout Australta. The Tramways
Company has absolutely prohibited those
men from joining up for the last ten or
twelve years. Is that a fair thing? Do hon,
members not think that they have lived down
any mistake—if a mistake was made? Hon.
members opposite profess to have the
interests of the workers at heart. Are they
going to keep thii over the heads of these
men? Arc they going to crush them and
never give them a chance? Suppose the
present general manager is retained by the
Trust. He will already have dealt with the
case of these men, and would there be any
chance of their getting back? Those wmen
have been victimised for over ten years. We
are not asking that they be reinstated; but
we are asking that, if any new appointments
are to be made, the general managor shall
net exercise any discrimination. Surely hon.
members on the other side must have a spark
of feeling about them. Whx are they intro-
ducing into the dehate this bitterness against
men who were only sticking out for their
rights? With their tongues m their checks,
they say they are in favour of the workers,
and that they are out to give the workers a
fair deal. They say they are a party who
believe in the workers. If extensions are
going to be made and extra cars put on, why
should these men be penalised? Why all this
bitter feeling? I am sure that the Premier
has met hon. members opposite pretty well.
With the exception of one or two, he has
readily accepted their amendments. This
will not interfere with hon. members, with

1922—5 w

It is an interference with

the Tramways Company, or with anyone else.
Why will they not be men and say that there
is nothing in it? Why crucify these men for
all time? The Presnier has said that he is
agreeable to accepting the amendment, and
I hope he will stick to that. I hope that the
Premier will accept the amendment, and that
hon. members opposite will change their
minds and adopt a humanitarian spirit and
not read something into this amendment that
is not there.

Mr. Vowres: It is the outcome of a threat
by one of your own members.

Mr. WILSON: It is nothing of the sort.
The hon. member is taking up a wrong
attitude altogether. If hon. members would
consider the matter in their calmer moments,
they would sce that there was nothing in it.
Bury the hatchet now that we are starting

afresh, and do not continue to penalise the
men.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I am
sure there is not an hon. member who will
not admit that once a man has paid the
penalty, no matter what it is for, he is then
entitled to get a fair deal. I think in
British fairness one must admit that. I
had something to do with the 1912 strike,
and T do not think that men should be
penalised because they participated in that
strike.  But by accepting the amendment
you are introducing politics to some extent
into this tramway business. We have been
discussing two or three things this after-
roon, and one of the things was that the
general manager, whoever he may be, is
to have full and complete control without
any influence whatever. The hon. member
for Fortitude Valley said that there were
some seventy men who went on strike who
are still desirous of being re-employed by
the Tramways Company.

Hon. W. Foraax Swirn: If these men are
suitable for re-employment, why should they
not be re-employed?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not arguing
that they should not be re-employed. IFf
the amendment is put in the Bill, and the
Government appoint a gceneral manager,
and say, “ Now, look here, you are going
to have a free hand to get the best men,”
what would the general manager do? Tf a
man went to the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley for employment, I take it that one
of the first things that hon. member would
do would be to make inquirics as to whether
that individual was suitable for that par-
ticular work. Men often come to us for
refercnces, and I have often given references;
but T am very careful, and, if a man comes
to me whom I do not know, I do not give
him a reference. It would not be fair to
do so. The man who will be appointed to
control this great undertaking—it is a great
undertaking—will be a fair man.

My, Ryax: If he is like Mr. Badger, he
will not be fair.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There is no need
to draw Mr. Badger’s name into this dis-
cussion. I assume that he does not want
the job, and I assume that he is not going
to be appointed. When a man is appointed,
he should be a man possessing the necessary
qualifications. If  this amecndment s
inserted in the Bill, the general manager
will say, “The House in Committee cer-
tainly had in view that T was to do certain
things.” Is that a fair way to start with
an undertaking of this kind?

Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Hon. W. Foreax Syuru: The clause only
provides that the general manager shall
not discriminate against those men.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 again assert
that if 2 man pays the penalty for anything,
he should not be penalised by being refused
work.

Hon. W. ForeaN Smrrr: That is all that
the amendment says.

Hox. W, H. BARNES: We have already
passed a clause to-day saying that the man
who is going to be appointed as chairman
of the Trust is going to be appointed by the
Government. What position does the chair-
man of a company occupy in connection
with the work of a company? Those who
have to do with public companies know that
the chairman largely dirccts the conduct
of the company. His pesition to some extent
is very much greater than that of the general
manager. I do not want to make any
observations against the hon, member for
South Brisbane for introducing this amend-
nment. The leader of the Opposition is jusé
a~ sincere in anvthing he says as I am, and
I have no right to sit in judgment on him.
Heo is vight in saying that if we insert this
amendment, we shall be doing something
political, while cur aim is not to bring the
Trust under any political influence.

Mr. WirsoN: Who is making it political ?

Mr. GrLEDSON: The Opposition.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No; the Premier
will be making it political if he accepts the
amendment. Why should we bring into this
debate something which should be buried?
Cannot we say, © Let bygones be bygones’ ?
We are not burying it. We are reviving it
in a very distinet form by putting it into
the Bill. 1 do not want the hon. member
for ¥ortitude Vallev to say that we on this
side are any less compassionate towards men
who may have made a mistake.

Mr. Forey: Then, why argue?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: DBecause this
amendment will be a distinet blot on the
Bill.

Myr. Forey: It is the hon. gentleman’s pure
cussedness,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I want to deal
fairly with this amendment. I am not
going to say that the men who went out on
strike and stood loyally to their wunion
should be blamed. Probably, if I had been
in the same position and had been a union-
ist, I would have done the same thing.
But by adopting the amendment you are
practically branding the men whom you
are asking the company to take back. They
will be immediately  branded when they
apply for work. It would be much better
if this amendment was left out. The men
could come forward and say that they had
done the work and that they were capable
of doing it again. The general manager
should be untrammelled.

T ATTORNEY-(YENERAL :

The Are we not

removing the brand?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No; you are con-
tinuing it.

Hon, W. Foreax Surrua: All the amend-
ment does is to remove the brand that now
exists.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I can only say
that it appears to me to be a blot on the
Bill, and I believe the members of the Com-

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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mittee in the days to come will feel that
they have put something into the Bill which
it would be very much better to leave out. I
want to emphasise that I am not against
the men being employed, but this amendment
is binding the Trust; it is tying the hands
of the general manager, and is altogether-
a blot on the Bill.

Mr., W. COOPER (Rosewood): I can speak
feelingly on this amendment, because at
one time in my life I had the misfortune
to suffer in a somewhat similar direction as
the Tramway Company cmployees suffered
in 1912, when they went on strike. T
feel that hon. members opposite. In opposing
this amendment, are not sincere, because
most of them have stated that they have
no objection to the employees who went out
on strike in 1912 being reinstated by the
general manager when the business is handed
over to local authorities. But the unfor-
tunate thing is that we do know that in the
past men have done things, perhaps justifi-
ably, and they have been victimised by their
employers through spleen and malice, and
some of them have been driven out of their
native country. As a matter of fact, there
is a law which provides a penalty for any
man who makes a statement about a man
who has served a sentence for doing some-
thing that was wrong. The question arises
whether these employees who went out on
strike in 1912 were wrong. In my opinion
they were right. They had a perfect right
to take up the stand that they took up and
to ccase work if the Tramways Compan
was not treating them in a proper manner.
If Mr. Badger happened to be sclected as
general manager for the Trust, do you think
for onec moment that any one of these men
would have an opportunity of working
for the Trust? All we arc asking for is an
equal opportunity for all, and no discrimina-
tion.

Mr. KEerr:
for that?

Mr. W, COOPER : The award has nothing
to do with it. A man does not come under
the award until such time as he receives
employment.  The Arbitration Court does
rnot provide that a man shall be employed
if any employer does not sec fit to employ
him. The unfortunate part is that there is
no law which compeis a man to employ
another, but there is a law which compels
a man to work whether he likes it or not.
That is the law of necessity. A man has
cither to become a pauper and receive doles
from' the Government, or he is compelled to
work for a living or go to gaol. It appears
to me that hon. members opposite have no
humanity at all. As far as I remember, all
the trouble was because the men wore a
certain badge, and because these men were
loyal to the union, ther were victimised,
and hon. members opposite want to keep it
up after ten vears. They cldim that they
are democrats, yet they take up that stand.
T hope the Premier will accept the amend-
ment, and that it will be included in the
Bill.

Mr. KING (Logan): I am very sorry
indeed that the hon. member for South
Brisbane has seen fit to move this amend-
ment, because I do not think there is any
nececssity for it. We have heard a lot of
remarks by hon., members on the other side
in connection with the strike that happened
years ago. The rights or wrongs of that
strike do not come into consideration at the
present time, The conditions have changed.

Does not the award provide
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The hon. member is starting out in this
amendment by condemning the Trust {rom
its very inception by casting suspicion on the
Trust and assuming that it is not going to
do its duty., It must be borne in mind het
when this” Bill beconies law. the conditions
will be altogether different from the condi-
ticns that prevail to-day.

My, CoLLiNs: Are not all laws passed to
make us do our duty? .

Mr. KING: There are some things that
we do not require to be told to do. No
hon. 1member on this side believes in
discrimination.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : If you oppose this
amendment, the inference is that you support
discrimination.

Mr. KING: Only a jaundiced mind will
come to that conclusion. I do not want to
discriminate in any shape or form, but I
say it is unnecessary to tell the Trust that
it must do its duty in this respect. The Trust
will be composed of two members appointed

by - the Government and six members
appointed by the Jocal authorities. The

general manager of the Trust will be under
the control of the Trust, and if he does some-
thing which he should not do—if he shows
discrimination in the exccution of his duties
—he is liable to dismissal by the Trust.
Under the Tramways Company Mr. Badger
was hoss; he was practically dictator. Will
anyliody assume for a moment that the
general manager of the Trust will be a
dictator or will have the same powers that
Mr. Badger had?

Mr. Bruonxan : He hus great powers.

Iy, XING : Of course he has great powers.
Afr. Badger could not very well sack himself,
but the Trust could very soon sack the
general manager if he did not do his duty.

Mr. Feruicks: The Trust cannot interfere

with the appointment of the men. The
general menager appoints the men.
Mr. KING: Quite so, and the Trust,

which has the right to appoint the general
manager, wili also be able to sack him.
Surely you are going to place conlidence in
the Trust?

Mr. BrExxAN: You are not trusting the
Trust. You are ftrusting the general
manager.

Mr. KING : I am trusting the Trust to see
that the general manager does his duty., It
is a very bad thing indeed to start off by
casting suspicion on the Trust before it 1s
appointed.

My, BrExnaN : We are not casting suspicion
on the Trust.

Mr. KING: You are casting suspicion on
the Trust, and you are assuming thav the
officers of the Trust are not going to do their
duty. Tt is absurd to say that, bocause hon.
members on this side are not in accordauce
with this ameondment, they are supporting
victimisation. We are against the amend-
ment simply because we ask members on the
other side to show confidence in their Trust,

which they say ther have. The

[8 p.m.] Government have no right to

dictate to the Trust as to how
to carry on its dulies. It has certain pre-
scribed powers and must act within those
powears.  We must place sufficient confidence
m the Trust to believe that it will carry out
its powers as defined in the Bill. The Pre-
mier has been graclous In accepting a
number of amendments; but if he accepts

this amendment, it will immediately cast a
veil of suspicion cover the Trust and . th
goncral manager.

Ay, STOPKORD (Mount Morgan): The:
hon. meniber who has just rewumed his scat
siates that we arce eundeavouring to «dictate
tc the general manager. What the hon.
menmber lor South Brisbane is trying to do is:
to rectify a wrong which has existed for ten
vears.

Kmg: The

petuated.

Mr. STOPFORD: It can be perpetuated.
We had the responsibility of rectifying any
wrong which exists, and it is nof our du
to cast the resporpsibility on to any Tru
or manager who may be in charge.

Mr. Kixe: Whom was the wrong done by—
the company?

Mr. STOPFORD: The possibilitics are
that many of the staff subordinates of Dr.
Badger will continue in the employ of the
Trust, and will naturally perpetuate the
policy which was dictated to them by Mu.
Badger and the American methods of vietim-
isation which he iutroduced into Queensland,
Hon. members opposite state that a life
sentence on these men is an unjusg senfence.
1f we subseribe to the injustice of the sen-
tence imposed on these men, we should
realise our responsibility and remove the
injustice, and hand the trams to the general
manager without that blot upon them. Hon.
members opposite say that we are tylng the
hands of the general manager. The generval
manager has not been appointed yet, and
when he assumes the responsibility of man-
agement, let it be with a clear contract laid
down under the provisions of the Bill. The
hon. member for Bulimba took a very active
part in 1912, and I believe he was Becretary
tor Public Works and suspended the wages

wrong cannot be per-

boards awards during the period of the
strike. . 'The hon. gentleman «id not carry
any vindictive spirit beyoud the period of

the strike; but here in a public utility which,
through the short-sightedness of the people
in putting the wrong Government into power,
passed out of the hands of the people into
the control of a cowpany, the general
manager of which has been practically able to
impose a sentence even equal to death—
because, if you deny a man the right to
work, you sentence him to death aud you
sentence every dependant of that mar

Mr. Kixg: You do. -

Mr. STOPFORD: If the same system of
victimisation had been gencral among other
employers in the State, those men could not
have got employmeut to keep their children.
If we subseribe to the theory that the sen-
tence is unjust, we have a duty to perform
to remove the injustice.

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS (littsworth) : Tt
ns to me that the hon. member for South
Brisbane, who moved the amendment, and
hon. members opposite, who support him,
show that they believe there 1s not a man to
be found who is not prepared to victimiso
these men.

Mr. Prase: It is removing an injustice.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I claim that it
is not an injustice. Hen. members opposite
want to lead the pcople of Queensland to
believe that no Trust can be appointed
which is not prepared to carry out what
they call the victimisation system which
exists in connection with the tramways at

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts. ]
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the present time. In this amendment there
is a distinct direction that a certain course
should be pursued. Personally, I feel certain
I am speaking for hon. members on. this side
when I say that 1 never dreamt that there
would be any victimization of anybody. We
do not believe in it

Mr. FErRrICKS: It has been going on for
the last ten years.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : There have bern
cases of wvictimisation by the Government
within the last month or two, Tuke the
case of Mr. Andrews and Mr. Edwards, who
were sacked.  Hon. merubers say that the
Tramways Company has prevented these men
from carning their living. How has it pre-
vented them from ecarning a living? Simply
by saying that they were not to be rc-em-
ployed? If they say that that prevents them
from carning a living, it is ridiculous.

Mr. Coruins: Did you get an inspiration
from the hon. member for Oxley ?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I would sooner
have one inspiration from the hon. member
for Oxley than six from the hon. member for
Bowen, because one from the hon. member
for Oxley is worth six from the hon. member
from Bowen. The hon. member for South
Brisbane will remember the time when the
late Colonel Evans was appointed Commis-
sioner for Railways. What was one of his
first actions? It was to whitewash every
man in the service—to wipe out every bad
marl against every employee in the railway
service. Hon. members opposite lead us to
believe that the Trust will exercise all the
vindictiveness it can bring to bear upon the
seventy-five men who were victimised in
1912, and who, it has been stated, were will-
ing at one time, at any rate, to go back. If
that is so, the best thing we can do is to let
the Bill go to “ pot,” and allow the present
company to carry on.

Mr. BrREvNan: That is what you want--
you want victimisation.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We do not.
If the hon. member for South Brisbane has
such a poor epinion of his fellow men as to
believe that it is impossible to find a Trust
which will carry out its work fairly and
squarely, and give a fair deal to every
section of the community, it is hard lincs
for the State of Queensland.

Mr. FERrRIcks : Like the Company has been
doing during the last ten vears.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not going
to admit that these men were refused work ;
they were prevented from obtaining work
through one avenuc only, just the same as
hon. members opposite say that, because an
unfortunate farmer owns an acre or two of
land, he should not go on the labour market
for the purpose of earning wages, The other
side vietimise him every day. The hon.
member for Toowcomba, the hon. member
for Bowen, and other hon. members opposite
repeatedly tell us in this House thai the
farmers should not be allowed to work on
railwav construciion work., Ilon. members
opposite say, ° Whv should the farmer be
allowed to work oun railway construction
when they have farms of their own? ” They
will not let them work. They vietimise the
farmers.  Hon. members opposite prevent
those men from carning a living.

Mr. Brexxan: You can talk that way.

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS: Surely the hon.
meniber for Toowoomba docs not begrudge
me talking that way. Ke knows that when

[Mr. J, H. C. Roberts.

s
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the Oakey to Cooyar line was being builr,
and when the Cecil Plains line was being
built, the farmers, who were hard pressed
for moneyr, wore anxious to earn some money
on railway construction work., They woent
with their sons and their horses and drays
to do the railway construction work, but
they were told they could not get work.
Representations were made to the engineers
in charge that, because these men owned
land and had farms, they should not be

allowed to go on to the labour market. We
know thut the Awtralian Workers’ Union
prevents many farmers who are decent

shearers from working at that occupation.

Mr. Dast: You are wrong.

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS : It is nothing but
victimisation, yet hon. mrmbers opposite
talk about victimisation. I trust that the
hon. member for South Brisbane will have a
better opinion of the men who are going to
form the Trust. The man who is going to be
general manager is not going to be so small-
minded and little in his actions as to rem=mber
a mistake that the men made ten years ago.

My, FERrIcKS: It has been remembered
against ther ever since by the Company and
its staff.

Mre. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. member
for South Brisbane will give hon. members on
this side this much credit: that, although
there are men who may be vindictive, we are
not vindictive. Personally, I am not one bit
vindictive. It seems to me that we are
adding an insult to the Bill. We have done
all right all day, and now comes this amend-
ment, which is more or less a direction to the
incoming Trust and to the general manager
that there must be no victimisation. Have
hon, members opposite such a poor opinion
of the man who is going to be general
manager® There is a subtle insinuation 1in
the amendm:nt that the gencral manager,
whoever he may be, is going to remember
something against a few men regarding what
happened ten years ago. The probability is
that he will not remembsr them.

Mr. FERrIcKS: Some of his subordinates
will.

My, J. H. ¢. ROBERTS: Probably you
might get a man strong enough to say that
lhe is going to start all over again. He will
say that, as it i1s a new Trust or a new
corporation. it 1s hetter to start on new
ground. He will probably say, * We are
coing to start things on a fair footing and
sive every man a fair deal’”” T feel certain
that the general manager will carry out the
same principle that Colonel Evans did in the
Railway Repartment, and that he will
eradicate the mistake of the past and start
with a clean sheet.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I do not
agree with hon. members from the other side
with their calamity cry. We owe a duty to
the workers who sent us to Parliament.
{Opposition laughter.) I do not know how it
is that hon. members opposite always get so
annoyed when we refer to our obligations
and our duty to the workers.

Mr. S1zEr: Because you forget it so often.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member
wanted to be a wember of an organisation
himself once. The hon. member for Pitts-
worth referred to the fact that farmers were
prevented from working on railway construc-
tion work. I remember the time when the
farmers were guaranteed 8s. a bushel for
their wheat and they all had good crops, and
they wanted to work on railway construction
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work and so prevent men who usually
followed this work from getting employment.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerTs: What date was
that?

Mr. BRENNAN: October or November
last—before the harvest took place. I

remember it very well.
on railway construction work. They became
members of the Australian Workers® Union
and bought their tickets, but they wers
depriving unfortunate men who followed up
that sort of work from getting a job. There
were many railway workers looking for work
—married men with wives and children—yet
the farmers with big farms wanted to get
the railway work.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts:
farmers were there?

Mr. BRENNAN: About five of them.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS :
of them?

Mr. BRENNAN: T can if I like. At any
rate, they had 100 acres of wheat. 1 do
not blame the farmers for getting railway
work if they can. Good luck to them! But
I did vnot want them to prevent men who
were out of work from getting a job.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: You know the
farmer’s wheat is never safe until it is in
the bag.

Mr. BRENNAN: The wheat is quite safe
when it is insured against hail.  All the
reasonable farmers like myself were insured.
(Laughter.) Hon. members opposite look on
the workers of Queensland as so many drugs.
The amendment is a perfectly legitimate one,
as it will vrevent victimisation. It will be a
direction from the Trust to the general
manager that there must be no victimisation.
There arc very few of the men left, as some
bave died, some have left, and others have
secured more remunerative positions,

Mr. J. H. C. RoBErTS : What did you say
alpoz;t Exley in Toowoomba? Was he not
victimised at your instigation? He was
victimised for a speech he made when you
were present. You threatened him that
evening,

Mr. BRENNAN: The amendment is a
reasonable one.

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
(Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN: We do not want any
victimisation.

YI\Ir. J. . C. RoeerTs : What about Exley?
Was he not victimised in Toowoomba ?
Didn’t you victimise him at Toowoomba ?

Mr. BRENNAN: I did.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE :

How many big

Can you name any

Bit down! Sit down!

You are coming pretty

low.
Mr. BRENNAN: Any man emploved by
the  Governmert who goex out and

deliberately maligns, misconstrues, and mis-
states facts againit this Government in such

a way as Hxley did should not only have
been victimised but sacked.

Mr. J. H. C. Roper1s:
him ?

Mr. BRENNAN: I would have sacked
him, if T had had my way, for his conduct
in Toowoomba. (Uproar.)

Opposition members int: rjecting,

The CIIATRMAN: Order! I appeal to
hon. members on my left to respect my call

Would you sack

They wanted to go .

to order. I appeal to the hon. member for
Toowoomba to address the Chair.
HoxourapLt MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BRENNAN: If you had been watch-
ing me, you would have seen that I have
been trying to do that for the last quarter
of an hour. Our opponents go to the heads
of departments emploved by this Govern-
ment under good conditions, and egg them
on to abuse and malign this Government.
They have been the cause of three unfor-
tunate men being sacked from their posi-
tions. Our opponents have got them to
misstate facts, they have led them astray,
and then they dropped them at the finish.
The tramway men only went out during
an industrial upheaval—and justifiably so.
For ten years those men have been subject
to victimisation, and I hope that instruc-
tions will be given to the general manager
that there shall be no further victimisation.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): With all due
deference to you, Mr. Kirwan, a great deal
of latitude has been given.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! If
the hon. member reflectz on the chair like
that I shall have to ask him to resume his

scat. (Laughter.) I hope the hon, member
will realise that if T do call any hon.
member to order, it i not because T wish

to deprive him of his rights. I have alwaygs
endeavoured, and shall continue to endea-
vour, to protect hon. members in the full
excreise of their rights,

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. XERR: 1 think you misunderstood
me.
The CHAIRMAN: I can understand

English as well as the hon. member.

Mr. KERR: I could explain, but that is
not the point. I rose with the intention of
asking the hon. member for South Brizbane
if he would accept a slight alteration in his
amendment, which the Premier has signified
his intention of accepting. If he does so,
it will save time, because otherwise I shall
certainly move it afterwards. I suggest thas
he should alter his amendment to read—

“In making appointments, the general
manager shall give preference to
returned sgoldiers, and shall not exer-
cise any discrimination against any
person on the ground that such person
ceased work as an employee of the com-
pany on the occasion of the tramway
strike in 1912.”

If one firm in Brisbane has done excsllent
work in placing returned soldiers, it has
been the Brisbane Tramways Company. In
every instance, whether they have been 1912
strike men or not—the question is never
asked—absolute preference has been yiven
to returned men. I have bsen there myself
many times on Wednesday mornings and
seen fiftr or sixty returned men making their
spplications for emplorment. 1§ s an
understeod thing in the city that nobody bus
a returned man need apply there, becausc
they get absolute preference. T am mnot
asking for anything new. It is already in
evistence in practically every trade union
award in Queensland. 1t is not in the tram-
wayv award, but clause 24 of the award of
13th September reads—

“ Preference shall be given to persons
willing to join the Brisbane Tramways
Union.”

That means, of course, that a man must bs

My, Eorr
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employed before he becomes a membeor of
the union. The ordinary preference clause
applies to a man who is already a member
of a union, That is a specific instance, and
it is for that reason that I am asking the
hon. member for South Brisbane to save
me the necessity of moving another amend-
ment later,

Mr. FErRICkS : My amendment is not
asking for preference. It is asking that
there shall be no discrimination.

My, KERR: This is doing exactly the
same thing. and is following out the presens
policy of the Tramways Company. I hope
the hon. member will accept this amend-
ment,

Mr. Ferrioks: Address vour remarks to
» Premier. He is in charge of the Bill.
Mr. KERR: From what I can gather,
the hon. member is leaving it to the Pre-
micr, meaning that he is in accordance
with the amendment.

Mr. Frrricks: I have no power to agree
to anything, I am going to sce my amend-
raent through.

Mr. KERR: I want the assistance of the
hon. membzr in this. If hon. meniiers on the
Government side are against my amend-
ment, it has no hope of going through.

Mr. StoprorD: Do you want to make a
bargain before you do justice to thesze men?

Mr. KERR: I am not making a bargain,
and I am going to take exception to the
remarks of the hon. member for Fortitudo
Valley, who said that we were out to crucify
these men. That is intolerable to us, and
1t is ncorrect.  We have just as much
toleration for the men who went out on
strike in 1912 because of their principles as
hon. members opposite. They must have
their chance in life, certainly. I do not
suppose there is one man in Queensland
who asks. “ Were vou out on strike in
191297 Tt is ridiculous. The amendment
raises something that should never have been
raised on this Bill. T wonld like to know
from the Premier whether he is willing that
the hon. member for South Brisbane should
add this to his amendment?

The Premier: Does the hon. member say
that the tramway award gives preference to
returned soldiers?

Mr. KERR: I said that the tramway
award differs from other awards. for the
simple rcason that no man can become a
‘unionist until he actually joins up with the
company.

The PrEMIER: Does the tramway award
provide for preference to returned soldiers?

Mr. XERR: Yes.

The PrEMIER: The hon. member will see
that in the one case preference is given, so
there is no necessity for his amendment, and
that in the other case there has been dis-
erimination; therefore, the amendment of
the hon. member for South Brisbane is
necessary,

Mr. KERR: That is not correct. T main-
‘tain there is no reason why the one amend-
ment should be inserted and the other not.
I do not ser why the Trust, the chairman of
which will be a Government nominee, should
not give preferenes to returned men. I am
afraid the Premier is not .going to assist
me in my request to the hon. memher for
South Brisbane, and that hon. member will
not help me himself, so that I shall have
to move my own amendment later on.

[Mr. Kerr.,

+1.
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Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): I am sur-
prised at hon. members opposite objecting
to this amendment. It does not ask for
anything special. Tt simply asks that the
Trust shall not discriminate against any
men who were victiinised by the company in
1912, This is not a new provision to be
introduced into an award. Xon. members
opposite say that it is doubtful what the
Trust is going to do. It is just as well to
b2 on the safe side, and the amendment does
not compel the Trust to do anything at all.
In the Metalliferous Workers’ Award of
1817, which applies to the Cloneurry Mining
district, it is provided—

“ Employers shall not in any way
discriminate against members of the
Australian Workers’ Union or any other
registered industrial union.”

Ve are asking that somcthing similar be
put into this Bill—asking the Trust not to
discriminate against these men, but to give
them a fair *“ go.” If hon. members.opposms
Lelieve in giving the workers a fair “ go,

here is smncthing that they can do for men
who have been victimised. Let the Trust
wipe off the marks and start with a clean
sheot,

The hon. member for Enoggera raised the
question of the employment of returned
soldiers. There is no necessity fo malke pro-

vision for that in this Bill,

[2.30 p.m.] hecause the Arbitration Court

has always dealt leniently with
returped soldiers and sailors. It has not
discriminated against them. but has given
them a better deal than it has given to any
other worker in an industry.

Mr. J. Joxes: They are entitled to it,
too.

Mr. DASH: We are not raising that
point. Tt is a matter for the unions. We
owe a duty to all workers to =ee that no
unfair means are used against them when
they are applying for work. This amendment
simply asks the general manager not to
consider the black marks that are against
these men. The general manager, no doubt,
will have a free hand in picking his men.
If he thinks that these men are not capable
of doing the work, they will not get employ-
ment; but if he thinks that they arc capable,
we ask him not to discriminate against them,

There is nothing fairer than that. I cannot
understand why hon. members opposite
object to this. I am quite satisfied that

if the matter were put to the general man-
ager in thix form, he would have no hesita-
tion in carrving it out.

Amendment (Mr. Ferricks) agreed to.

Mr. KERR (#noggera): I beg to move the

addition, after line 37, of the {ollowing
new subclause—
“The general manager, in making
appointments, shall give preference to

returned soldiers.”’

That practice is already in existence, and
with a_change of administration pending.
we might as well have, it stated definitely in
the Bill to make sure that this good work
will be continued.

Question—That the words proposed to be
inssrted (Mr. Kerr's amendsent) be sn in-
scrted—put: and the Committee divided—

In division,

The PREMTER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoey: 1 declare that, in addition to
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voting in my own right, I vote for the
~* Noes”’ as proxy for Mr., McCormack,

Avzs, 28.

Mr. Appel Mr. King

,» Barnes, G. P. ,» Logan

,» Barnes, W, H. ., Maxwell
,, Bebbington . Moore

,» Brand ,, Nott

s Cattermull ,, Peterson
,» Corser ,, Petrie

,» Costello

»» Roberts, J. H. C.
,» Deacon

.» Roberts, T. R.

,»  Elphinstone . Sizer

,» Fletcher 5 Swayne
. Fry ,» Taylor

,, Jones, J, .. Vowles
. Kerr Warren

Tellers: Mr. G. P. Barnes and Mr. Sizer.

Nozs, 3.
Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Bertram ,» Land
,» Brennan ,» Larcombe

,» Buleock ,» McCormack {Proxy
,» Collins ,» Mullan ( ¥
5, Conroy ,» Payne

., Cooper, F. A. 5, Peasge

,» Cooper, W, . Pollock

., Coyne ,s» Riordan

,, Dash . Ryan

,» Dunstan ,. Smith

,, Ferricks
,, Foley
,» Forde
., Gledson
. Hartley
., Huxham

Tellers: Mr. Brennan and Mr. Dunstan.

s Stopford

,»  Theodore

,» Wellington
. Wilson

., Winstanley

Parr.
No—Mr. Gilday.
Resolved in the negative.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 beg to
move the insertion of the following new para-
‘graph to follow the amendment moved by the
hon. member for South Brisbane: ’

“In making appointments the general
mananer shall not exercise diserimination
against any per<on who accepted work in
the ;ﬁlnce of any employee of the company
on th+ oceasi £ ; ray strike i
on ccasion of the tramway strike in

The Previer: Is
~crimination ?

Mr. CosTELLo: There may be.

Mr. J. H. C. RoperTs: In accepting the
previous amendment the Promier implied
-that there would be discrimination.

The PrEMIER: The hon,
yapping all the time.

Mr. SIZER (Nundah): I think there is
every reason why we should accept the
-amendment. We should protect the interests

K .
of the men in the employ of the company
to-day. I realise that the Trust will protect
them if it is able. We alfo know to what
extent <ome hon. mamb-rs onposite csn carry
‘their spleen and policy of vietimisation.

Br. Stoprorp: The hon. member knows
that they have preference under their award.

Mr. SIZER : T know that the hon. member
for Toowoomba got Mr. Exioy victimised
becanse of a speech he made. ¥le admits it
he boasts of it: and b is a pitr that the
Premier should listen to him and by such
action aid and abet what has heen done.

The PreEMIER: What did the hon. member
say_ about the hon. mr-mber for Oxley when
he left the Nationalist party? ’

Mr, SIZER: T do not think that I ever
said anvthing about the hon. member for
DOxley. Hon. members opposite know perfectly

Aye—Mr. Macgregor.

there any such dis-

gentleman is

well that the amendment was moved by the
hon. member for South Brisbane purposely
to raise the old question of the strike.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope the hon.
member will confine his remarks to the
amendment moved by the hon. member for
Cunningham. The previous amendment bas
been dealt with.

Mr. SIZER: I am quoting the previous
amendment to show the justification for this
one. Hon. members opposite arc aiding and
abetting people outside to inflict their spleen
on som: of the employees now cmployed by
the company, who will be good servants to
the Trust. The amendment should be
accepted to protect the interests of those men
who have been in the employ of the company
since 1912 and who will be taken over by the
new Trust. Sceing that the hon. member for
Toowocomba openly boasts of the fact that
he was able to carry out a policy of victimisa-
tion against Mr. Ixler, and the Premier
lends his car to such a policy and aids and
abets in those actions, there is every reason
why the amendment should not be accepted.
Some of the extremists outside desire to
impose their spleen on the men in the com-
pany, and, without the amendment, they will
be able to get the support of some hon.
members opposite.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): THon,
members opposite will persist in using my

name in connection with Mr. Exley. Mr.
Exley was not victimised. He was very
reasonably treated by the Government. How-

ever, I rose to make a personal explanation.

‘The hon. member for Cooroora left on the

understanding that I would not vote in any
of the divisions, and I express my regret for
inadvertently having done so.

Mre. BEBBINGTON (Draytorn): Since the
prosent Government came into office it has
heen difficult for a public zcrvant to know
where he stands. The hon. member for
Toowoomba talks about victimisation, and
practically advocates it against men who dare
to express an opinion adverse to the Govern-
ment. On the one hand we have persons
given zbsolute freedom at election time, and
on the other hand that same freedom is
not extended. We have men supporting the
Government who are allowed to adopt any
ccurse they like during election time. They
are allowed to go into farmers’ homes after
they have gone to bed at night.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope the hon.
gentleman is not opening up a discussion on
the amendment already paszed, and T am not
going to permit a general discussion on an

amendment already passed.

MMy, BEBBINGTON : I want to show how
on the one hand the people are victimised and
on the other hand they can do as they like.
During the election time they were given
practically a freec hand and were allowed to
go to places when the occupiers had gone
to hed.

The CITATRMAN: Order! If the hon.
gentleman does not obey my call to order, I
shall have to ask him to résume his seat.

GovERNMENT MiuBERS: Hear, hear!

The CTTATRMAN : This amendment deals
with tramway men.

Vr. BEBBINGTON : T want to show the
difficulty experienced by men who are not
on the side of the Government.

Mr., Bebbington.]
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would point
out to the hon. gentleman that this amend-
ment does not deal with public servants. It
deals with tramway men. If the hon, gentle-
man has anything to say about tramway men
now in the employ of the company, he can
deal with them,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have very much
pleasure in supporting the amendment.

. Question—That the words proposed to be
inserted (Mr. Deacon’s amendment) be so
nserted——put; and the Committee divided:—

In division,

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

(Chillagoe) : 1 declare that, in addition to
voting In my own vight, I vote for the
“Noes " as proxy for Mr. McCormack.
AYEs, 28.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
.. Barnes, G, D. ., Logan
,, Barnes, W. H. 5 Maxwell
,» Bebbington ,, Moore
,, Brand . Nott
,, Cattermull ., Peterson
.. Corser ., DPetrie
., Costello .. Robherts, J. H. C.
.. Dcacon ,» Roberts, T. R.
,» [Elphinstone . Nizer
,» Fletcher 5 Swayne
,» Fry , Taylor
,, Jones, J. ,, VYowles
5 Kerr ., Warren =
Tellers: Mr. Deacon and Mr. Sizer.
Nozs, 32.
Mr. Barber Mr. Jones, A. J.
,, Bertram ,» Land
,» Buleock ,,»  Larcombe
,» Collins ,» MceCormack (Proxy)
,, Conroy ,» Mullan
,» Cooper, F. A. ,» Payne
,» Cooper, W. ,, DPease
,» Coyne ,» Pollock
»» Dash ,,» Riordan
., Dunstan .. Ryan
»» Ferricks 5 Smith
5 Toley ,, Stopford
,, Forde ,» Theodore
,» Gledson ., Wellington
,» Hartley ,,» Wilson
,» Huxham Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. W. Cooper ‘and Mr. Gledson.
Parr.
No—Mr. Gilday.
Resolved in the negative.
Clause 29, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 30— General schems:
pared ’—
.The PREMIER: I beg to move the omis-
sion of paragraph (i) of subclause (1) with
a view to inserting the f{ollowing para-
graph :—
“(ii.) The Trust shall submit proposals
for the general scheme to an Advisory
Board consisting of one member ap-
pointed by the Governor in Council and
two members appointed by the Trust,
and may pay to the members of the
Advisory Board so appointed such fees
as 1t may determine. The Advisory
Board.shall, on such reference, report to
the Minister and to the Trust.”
This amendment is moved after consultation
with the local authorities, who consider thak
the clause ought to be modified in that form,

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The Premier has
stated that the amendment has been moved
after consultation with the local authorities
I do not doubt that at all; hut the hon.
gpgt]emap has not stated that the local autho-
rities desired that the whole clause should be

[Mr. Bebbington.

Aye—Mr. Maegregor.

to be pre-
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deleted, and that that was their original
request. In any case, I would like to know
what is the necessity for the Advisory Board?
We have been told that this Bill has been
based on the South Australian Act, but in
South Australia there is no Advisory Board.
Clause 35 of the South Australian Municipal
Tramways Act of 1906 reads
“The Trust shall have the exclusive
right to form, lay down, make, construct,
maintain, remove, and alter tramways,
and work the trams thereon propelled by
electric energy within radius of 10 miles
of General Post Office; and within such
radius may, with the consent of the Go-
vernor, form, lay down, construct, main-
tain, remove, alter, and work, in addi-
tion to the tramways hereinbefore autho-
rised, such other tramways as will in their
opinicn, be profitable.”
That is a very reasonable clause indeed, and,
as the Premier has seen fit to .qualify his
original ideas on the subject, he should now
see fit to delete the whole clause. The hon.
gentleman has stated that the two Govern-
ment representatives on the Trust will be
experts, and possibly one will be the gentle-
man who is in charge of the local authority
work, and who is an expert in town planning
and that sort of thing. That being so, is
there any reason why the Trust should be
compelled to draw up a plan and submit it to
an Advisory Board? I say there is not.
Certain fees have to be paid to these people.
Who is going to pay those fees? If in South
Australia they can conduct their affairs with-
out Advisory Boards, we should be able to
do the same here, more especially as the Go-
vernment representatives on the Trust will
be experts. Qur Hstimates show us that we
have a Public Works Commission’ in exist-
ence, and the members of that Commission
have travelled around the country, drawn
fees, and made reports to the Government.
This Advisory Board will really be another
Public Works Commission, which in this case-
is unnecestary, and I hope the Premier will
agree to delete the whole clause.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Premier
might well agree to the deletion of this
clause. We have been told that this Bill
is framed on the lines of the South Aus-
tralian Act. That is quite correct; but, as
the Premier knows, in South Australia the
Trust has full powers, there being no Advi-
sory Board of any kind. It is quite useless to-
have a further Board, which is practically
going to direct what the Trust shall say or
do. It can make recommendations and prac-
tically decide the policy of the Trust. The
two cannot possibly work together, and such
a system cannot provide efficient management
of the trams. T can seec no practical utility
in the formation of such a Board.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point
out that the question before the Committee
is the amendment moved by the Premier.

The PromiER: The amendment is moved
after consultation with the local authorities.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not see any reasom
for an Advisory Board at all. The Premier
has told us all through the discussion how
satisfactorilv things have worked iu Snu“‘h
Australia—that the Trust there has paid its
way, that it has not had to issue precepts
on the local authoritics, and that everything

seems to have gone on smoothly,

[9 pom.] T do not know whether there is

anvthing else behind the appoint-
ment of the Advisory Board or not, or
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whether the Premier has something in his
mind which he wishes to thrust on the Trust
and the local authorities; but I think the
proposed Advisory Board is unneccssary, and
I hope that the TPremier will not insist
upon his amendment.

Mr. KING (Logan): I would like to know
whether it is contemplated to appoint mem-
bers of Parliament on the Advisory Board?

The Premize: This will be an expert
Board.

My, KING: So long as it is an expert
Board it will be all right.

The Premier: I will give you my assurance
that there will be no necessity for a member
of Parliament to be appointed. The Board
will consist of men who are appointed
because of their knowledge of the tramway
system.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I could not put
my hand on the letter I wanted when I was
speaking just now. In order to find out
about the Advisory Board in South Australia
I sent this wire to the Chief Engineer and
Genceral Manager of the Municipal Tramways
Trust in Adeclaide—

“ Have you Advisory Board to whom
your Trust must submit proposals for
extensions and such like proposals?”’

He sent a wire which we have not received.
It has evidently gone astray and inquiries
are being made about it, but I have since
received this letter—

“ Referring your telegram to-day have
no Advisory Board refer you to clause
thirty-five Municipal Tramways Trust Act
nineteen nought six.”

“1 refer you to clause 35 of the Muni-
cipal Act, 1906, which reads as follows :—

The Trust shall have the exclusive
right to form, lay down, make, con-
struct, ‘maintain, remove and 1alter
tramways, and work trams thereon pro-
pelled by electric energy, within a
radius of ten miles from the General
Post Office; and within such radius
may, with the consent of the Governor,
form, lay down, construct, maintain,
remove, alter and work, in addition to
the tramways hereinbefore authorised,
such other tramways as will, in the
opinion of the Trust, be profitable.”

That is signed by the engineer and general
manager of the Trust. The fact that things
have worked quite satisfactorily and
smoothly in South Australia without an
Advisory Board is sufficient to justify us in
opposing the appointment of such a Board in
Queensland,

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoc): 1 have a consequential amend-
ment on line 53, subclause (v). 1 move the
insertion, before the word “ No” of the
words ‘“After the general scheme has been
adopted.”

Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.

The PREMIER: I move the omission of
the following paragraph :—

“(2.) (i.) Notwithstanding that any pro-
posed extension, alteration, or new tram-
way doex not conform to the general
scheme, such extension, alteration, or
new tramway may be undertaken if
approved by the Governor in Council ”’—

with a view to inserting the following:—
‘“(i.) Until the general scheme has been
adopted, the Trust may, with the
approval of the Governor in Council,
undertake extensions, alterations, or new
tramways.”
Amendment (Mr. Theodore) agreed to.
Clause 30, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 31 and 32 put and passed.
Clause 33— Traffic’—

Mr. KING (Logaen): Does this clause con-
flict in any way with clause 28 in regard to
traffic regulations?

The PreMIER: I am informed by the Crown
Solicitor that there is no conflict.

Mr. KING : It is not very clear.

Clause 33 put and passed.

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Clillzgoe): 1 move the insertion of the
following new clause to follow clause 33—

‘“ Nothing in this Act shall take away
from or affect any power which any local
authority may have to increase the width
of, alter, divert, or improve or otherwise
deal with any road.”

The local authorities have asked for this.
The Crewn Solicitor did not think there was
any necessity for it, but it is inserted to
meet the wishes of the local authorities.

New clause (Mr. Theodore) put and passed.

Clause 34— Offraces ’—put and passed.

Clauses 35 to 40, both inclusive, put and
passed.

“ First Schedule’—* Rules for election of
members by local authorities’’—

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe): I propose to omit the first
schedule printed in the Bill, and move the
insertion in lieu thereof of the following new
schedule : —

“ FirsT SCHEDULE.
‘ RULES FOR ELECTION OF MEMBERS BY LOCAL
AUTHORITIES.

1, The Trust may appoint a returning
officer to take the poll at any such elec-
tion after the first election. Every such
appointment shall be notified in the
¢ Gazette.” The time of nomination shall
be appointed by the Trust and notified in
the ¢ Gazette.’ .

« 92 For the purpose of cnabling the
returning officer to compile a roll of
persons entitled to vote at such election,
the clerk of every local authority con-
cerned shall, at least twenty-eight days
before the day appointed for the election,
deliver to the returning officer a correct
list of the names and addresses of the
aldermen or councillors of the local
authority or of the division or divisions
of the local authority comprised in the
district, as the case may be, including
the names of the chairmen, certified as
correct by writing under his hand.

“ The returning officer shall from such
lists compile a roll of persons entitled to
vote at the election. .

¢ 2. Such roll shall show the names in
alphabetical order and npumbered con-
secutively of all persons so enfitled to
vote for each group, and when signed by
the returning officer shall be the roll by
reference to which the title of every
person to vote at such election shall, save
as next hereinafter provided, be finaily
determined.

Hon. E. G. Theodors.]
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“ But no person named on such roll
who, at the date of the clection, has
ccased to hold office as an alderman or
councilior of a local authority of the
group shall be entitled to vote.

“4. If any clerk fails or neglects to
deliver any liss hercby required to be
delivered to the returning officer within
the prescribed time, or delivers an in-
correet list, he shall be liable to a penalty
not exceeding ten pounds.

5. After compiling such roll the
roturning officer shall, at loast seven days
before the day of nomination, send
through the post office to every person
namned in such roll a notice specifying the
date and place appointed for the receipt
of nominations,

“6. A local authority, the alderinen
or councillors whereof are entitled to vote
for the clection of a member or members

of the Trust under this Aect, may

nominate for such election a person or
persons not in excess of the number
required who have signified in writing to
the clerk of such local authority thoir
willingness to act. The nomination of
such local authority shall be made by
resolution of the majority of members
present at the mecting of the local
authority convened and held for the pur-
pose.  Such resolutions shall be certified
in writing by the clerk and shall be
delivered to the returning officer at least
twenty-four hours before the date fixed
for the taking of nominations: Provided
that in the case of the members to be
elected by the aldermen of the city of
Brlsbane,. the persons so nominated by
the council of the city of Brisbane under
this rule shall be the elected members
for the purposes of subsection (1) of sec-
tion 7 of this Act.

. 7. The returning officer shall publish
i at least one daily paper circulating
within the district the names of the pet-
sons nominated, and shall, in the event
of there being more nominations than the
number of members required, appoint a
time and place for the election of such
members; such election to take place not
less than seven nor more than fourteen
days after the date of nomination,
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Notice of the date and place of such
election shall be delivered $o every person
named on the roll, in the same manner
as 1s prescribed in clause 5.

8. The returning officer shall cause
to be prepared a sufficient number of
ballot-papers containing the surnames
and christian names in alphabetical order
of the candidates and nothing else.

“9. At the ciection every person whose
name is included in the roll shall be
entitled to one vote only.

“10. At the time and place appointed
for the election every member of such
local authority whose name appears on
the roll may attend and vote by ballot
for the number of members required.

“11. Such ballots she1l be taken in the
preseribed manner.

“12. The persons to the required num-
ber for whom the highest number of votes
shall have been cast at any ballot shall
be deemed to have been elected members

}t;y the local authorities, as the case may
e.

[(Iion. E. G. Theodore.

€13, The returning officer shall delives
one ballot-paper previou:ly initialled bv
him to every person named upon the
roll who personally demands a ballot-
paper, and when such person has voted
he shall, in the presence of the return-
ing officer, deposit the ballot-paper in a
locked ballot-box provided for the pur-
poie.
14, At the close of the poll the return
ing officer shall count the votes given for
each candidate, and shall forthwith
declare the candidate who has received
the greatest number of votes to be
elected, and he shall be elected accord-
ingly.

¢ 15. 1f, by reason of an equal number
of votes being cast for two or more
persons at any ballot, the returning officer
i unable to declare as provided in clause
fourteen of this sehedule that one or
more particular candidate or candidates
has or have been appointed a member
or members—

(¢) The names of the persons for
whom an equal number of votes has
been cast shall be npotified in writing
b the returning officer to the local
authorities, as the case may require;

(6) The returning officer shall, by
writing, request each local authority
to resolve which one or two, as the
case may require, of such persons shall
receive the vote of such local authority
¢ 16. Within three «days after such

rerolution a certificate thercof under the
seal of the local authority and the hand
cf the clerk shall be forwarded bxr che
local authority to the returning officer.

“17. The person or the persons to the
required number, az the case may be,
who shall receive the highest number of
votes of the local authoritics, as the case
may be, shall be deemed to have been
elected a member or members by the local
authorities.

¢18. The returning officer shall forth-
with report to the Minister and to the
Trust the names of the members clected.

¢“19. The Trust shall repay te the
returning officer all expenses reasonably
incurred by him in connection with the
clection,

€20. The Minister shall notify the
result of the election in the ¢ Gazette.’

¢ 2l. The ‘Gazette’ containing a noti-
fication by the Minister of the clection of
a member or members by the local autho-
ritiez shall be conclusive evidence of such
election.

“22. Every meeting of a local autho-
rity to be held in pursuance of this
schedule shall be convered br advertise-
ment, inserted at least threo days prior
to such meeting in the daily newspapers
published in Brisbane.”

Mr. KING (Logan): I would like to draw
attention to a conflict with regard to the
appointment of the returning officer. Clause
7 of the Bill provides that the Governor in
Council shall appoint the returning officer at
the first election. The first paragraph of this
schedule states that the Trust may appoint
a returning officer at any eclection.

The PREMIER: I thank the hon. gentle-
man for calling my attention to that. I
move the insertion, in line 2 of paragraph 1
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wof the new schndule, of the words ‘“ after the
first election.”

Mr. VOWLES (Daldby): I would like the
Premier to explain who appoints the return-
g officer.

The Preyvigr: There will be no Trust af
the first clection, so the Governor in Council
will appoint a returning officer. After that
the returning officer will be appointed by
+the Trust.

Amendment agreed to.

New schedule, as amended, agreed to.

Scecond Schedule—*¢ General ’—

The PREMIER: I beg to move the inser-
tion, on line 37, paragraph 8, of the words
“or persons ” after the word ¢ person.”’
This amendment was suggested by the local
authorities.

Amendment agreed to.

The PREMIER: I beg to move the inser-
‘tion, on line 39, paragraph 8, of the words—

“ and approved by the Auditor-General.”
“This is to provide that properly qualified
accountants shall be appointed to conduet the

affairs of the Trust. It was suggested by the
Auditor-General himself,
Amendment agreed to.

The PREMIER: I beg to move the omis-
sion, in paragraph 14, page 25, of the word
“ Januarr.’ with a view to inserting the
word “ March.”

Amendment agreed to.

The PREMIER: There is a typographical
error in param'xph 22, page 26: the word

“gonstrued ” should he ¢ conmstructed.” I
move the omission of the word ¢ construed ”
with a view to inserting the word * con-
structed.”

Amendment agreed to.

The PREMIER: I beg to move the inser-
“tion, in line 29, par’mxaph 26, sub paragraph
(i), of the words ‘“six inches” after the
“word ‘‘ feet.”

Amendment agreed to.

Second Schedule, as amended, put and
passed.

Third Schedule—* Subject-matier  for
Dy-laws’—put and passed.

Fourth Schedule—* 4 ppeal Board”—

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): I move
the omission, on line 55, page 33, clause 1,
subclause (2) {¢) of the words—

“Tramway Employees’ Union,”
‘with a view to inserting the words—
“Union of which the appellant is a
member.”’
"The reason for the amendment is that
several other unions operate in the Tram-
ways Company’s employ, including the
Amalgamated Socieiv of Engineers, the
‘Shore Engine Drivers’ Union, the Australian
‘Workers’” Union, and the Electricians’
Union, and. as the paragraph now stands,
only one union could be represented on the
Appeal Board.

Amendment agreed to.

Fourth Schedule, as amended, put and
passed,

The House resumed.

The CusiryvaNy reported the Bill with
amendments,

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Ovder of the Day for Wednesday, 27th
September.

The House adjourned at 9.24 p.m.
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