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Maternity Bill. [21 SEPTEMBtcR.] "1f.aternity Bill. 1763"· 

THURSDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bcrtram, Maree) 
tack the chair at 11 a.m. 

PRIMARY PRODL:CTS POOLS BILL. 
THIRD HEADI:-!G, 

Ho~. vV. FOHGAN SlUlTH (Jiackct.v): I 
Leg to nloVe-

" That the Bill be now read a thinl 
tinw." 

Question pv.t and passed. 

REGL:LATION OF ST;GMt CX:-\E PRICES 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I 
beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 

FRUIT CASES ACTS AMEND.ME::-.;T 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (J1ackay): I 
beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time.'' 

Quco,tion put and passed. 

MATERNITY BILL. 

lKITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 
(:lfr. Jlirwan, JJrisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRET~'I.RY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. J one', l'wld.ington) : I beg to move-

" That it is de·irable that a Bill be 
i:Jtroduccd to make better provision for 
the btab!ishment and mamtenance of 
maternity hospitals and baby clinics, and 
for other ancillary purposes." 

At this stage I do not propose to delay 
the Committee by giving a full explanation 
of the Bill. It is ,. imply an authorising 
measure, which makes provision for the 
eotabiishment of matrruity hospitals in dis­
tricts whore there are hospita.ls and where 
there arc no hospitals, :Maternity hospitals 
maj be established in association with already 
existing hospitals. I bdievo that there arc 
a few already in the State. Provision is 
made for care and treatment in midwifery 
cases, for the treatment of diseases peculiar 
to \rornen, fur the e, ::a.blishn1eut oi baby 
clinics, for the training of nur ~es to deal 
with diseases peculiar to vso1ncn in midwifery 
cases, and also with respect to antenatal and 
pc•otnatal matters. Thoro is also provision 
for the proper nursing and care of mothers 
;md infants in remotc parts of the State. 
l: nder the Bill, districts \V ill be constituted, 
.·nd it is r•ossible that there will be more 
than one maternity home in each district. 
The Bill also make< provision for the 
nppointment of medical officers, nurses, and 
for medical inspection. The whole of the 
co•t of buildings and equipment will be 
dofr~tycd by the Government. Those arc the 
essential features of the Bill. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : In the event of 
anyone being· ,~,illing to erect a suitable 
placo for a hospital in the• country, what 
assjstancc wjll the Govornrncnt gi vc 1 

The SECRETARY :FOR :\liXES: Undel· 
thi, Bill provision is made for the whole 
cost of the establishment of hospitals and 
their equipment to be borne by the Govern­
ment; but I have no doubt we would not be 
averse to accepting any kind offer from any 
benevolent person who desires to ''"sist in 
that way. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS : In the event of a 
man putting up a building which he is not 
desirous of handing over to the Government, 
will the Government subsidise him? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 'l'hat 
question can be discussed on the second read­
ing or during the Committee stage. 

Mr. TAYLOR (!Vindsor): I a.m sure that 
the Bill will have the sympathy and support 
of every hon. member. (Hear, hear!) I 
certainly think that this step is not being: 
taken too soon. Probably, in connection 
w'rth a lot of legislation which passes 
through this Chamber, we lose sight of the 
fact that the women constitute very nearly 
half the population. I have heard the view 
expressed more than once that this world 
is largely a man's world, and it is very grati­
fying to know that the Government contem­
plate taking action in this particular direc­
tion. During debates in this Chamber we 
hear a good deal about the man on the land; 
but we seem to lose srght of the fact that 
there arc women on the land, too. Their 
lives are very drab comparLd with the lives 
of the bulk of the men on the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: "The Women 
of the West " that Essex Evans described in 
his beautiful poem, 

The PREMIER : And the women in the 
North, too. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. TAYLOR: In con,equence of the 
deplorable housing conditions which exist in 
quite a numbe1· of these districts, the women 
are deserving of all the consideration and 
all the support that this Government or 
any other Government can give them, par­
ticularly during the time referred to in this 
BilL At those times they should have the 
very best we can give. We ha.ve conveniences 
in the towns for both men and women, and 
we do not seem to realise the dutv we owe 
to the women outback and in. the f:u North. 
I am sure hon. members on both sidEcs of the 
House will welcome this BilL I take it that 
in cases where people can afford to pay for 
th<J services rendered thov will be asked to 
paJ·, but where they cannot afford to pay 
they will not be asked to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IDIES : That is 
definitely prO\·ided for in the BilL 

Mr. TAYLOR: That will be all right. 
Where people can pay they should pay ; 
but in quite a number of instances it would 
be a hardship to ask the people to pay 
towards the upkeep of institutions such as 
those to be estahlishocl under this BilL With 
reg-ard to those women in the very remote 
portions of the State who 'annot bo brought 
to the maternity hospitals or b&bc clinics 
that will be established throughout Queens­
land, it is gratifying to know that provision 
is to be made to sec them through the 
critical time in their lives. \Yo have to 
recognise that, althoug-h immigration is a 
very wise policy, the best immigrants we 

JJir. Tavlor.] 
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can have-if you can apply that term to 
them-are the immigrants born of Australian 
mothers in Australia. \Ve want to do all 
we can to bring about an increased birth­
I'ate. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You do not want to make a 
second reading speech now. 

l\Lr. TA YLOR: I take it that I am quite 
,_.ithin my rights in making these remarks 
without interjections such as that. I do not 
think I am transgressing the Standing Orders 
in an.Y shape or fDrm. IIowcver, vvo w~lc.ome 
the 111ea5uro, and I can assure tho Mnuster 
that it will receive support from this side 
of the Chamber. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Alb1 rt): With the 
leader of the Nationalists, I c11n assure the 
Minister that he will have no difficulty in 
passing this measure through the Chamber. 
This is a matter that requires early atten­
tion, becau:';e in rnany instances, O'ving to 
th8 la.ck of conveniences for those women 
who accompany their husbands to the. distant 
portions of the State, loss of hfe has 
occurred; and if we can provide the neces­
"ary conveniences, they will be most grate­
full v rccei ved by every member of the 
com-munity. As the leader of the Nationalist 
party has said, it does not matter whether 
you go to the N art h, the South, or the West, 
thi,.; want has been apparent-not only the 
want of maternity hospitals in centres which 
.ar0 convenient to settlements, but also the 
noces,ity of providing attention in the out­
lying settlements. where it is impossible to 
establish hospitals such as are propoee·d by 
the measure. The provision in the Bill to 
give tho necessai'J facilities in districts 
where there are no medical officers is one 
·of the best in the whole measure. Then, 
again, the provision in connection with the 
trnining of nurc:es is a valuable on?. 
Trained nursc·J naturally prefer to remam 
in large centres of population in many cases, 
.and it frequently ha]~pei;s that in cases of 
sickness in country d1stncts the want of a 
trai ncd nurse is very much felt. The district 
which I haYe the honour to represent is com­
paratively near t9 r.he n1ctroT?oli~an area, 
Yet the scrub portwns of the d1stnct. where 
there are practically no roads. are difficult 
of access, and it frequently dcYolves upon 
one generous phi] anthropic member of thP 
-communltv-a woman-to give assistance, 
a.ntl practically to devote the whole of h:r 
-time in cases of slf'kness. Ho,vover, th1s w111 
bo obviated under the Bill. People do not 
like to impose upon the services of these 
-generous v onv'n, hoY1'ever "\Villing they may 
b,, to do all thcv ea n for their follow women. 
I can A"l'slUC t.h(~ ;-,Iinistcr that the provision 
of mecfical attention in the bush will lead 
to an added some of security on the part 
of those who c!o mom than the manhood of 
th0 State in connection with the settlement 
and development of our country. It will 
givo a feeling of security to \vomen 1.vho RO 
with their hnsband> to distant parts of the 
State if these facilities are afforded to 
them in case of ne<'d, o·,ing to the non­
exi~·tcncc of \vhich. in rnun7 instances, lives 
ha vc been lost in the past. I have no doubt 
that the kno,dedge that medical assist>tnce 
will he avrtilable under this measure will 
a.ctually incrc ·se settlement, owing to the 
numbc;· of women who ,vill be prepared to 
g-o out with their husbands to settle on the 
bnd. 

The SECRLTARY FOR MIKES: I should think 
it will have that effect. 

[Mr. Taylor. 

Hox. .J. G. APPEL: I have no doubt 
abont it. From my own experience I know 
that a man often hesitates to take his wife 
with him when he selects land in places in 
which, while not remote from the metro­
polls, yet, owing to the lack of cornmunica~ 
tion, th•)re ,.-ill not be the noceesary 
comforts '"hich from time to time our 
'.vomanhoocl require. I compliment the lVIin­
ister on the introduction of this measure, 
a.nd I am sure that every member of the 
community will realise the blessing it will 
mean to the womanhood of the State who 
accompany their husbands and settle in 
country districh. away from the medical and 
nursing conYeniences -\,·hieh are available in 
th., metropolis. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East 1'o01coomba): 
I would like some information from the 
Minister as to ihe position of hospitals 
already in exi~tence. The Toowoomba people 
are very much interested as to the position 
they will occupy when this Bill is pass~d. 
'Ne have a hospital at Toowoomba whiCh 
already provides for maternity ca·,es. It 
provides for the reception of women for 
confinement. nursi;cg, and care during such 
time as they need it, and also the care of 
the infants. It also makes provision for 
nurses whiie they arc qualifying. The com­
mittee of this howital are anxious to know 
how they will be &ffected by the Bill. The 
institution is quite independent of the .To?­
woomba General Hospital, although It IS 
adjacent to the General Hospital g:ounds. 
The committee would like to know If they 
will continue to get the GoYernment subsidy. 
I take it that the Government will not run 
another hospital counter to the one already 
ii' existence. It would not be wise to run 
two hosnitals undertaking the same work. 
The hosiJital I refer to has been subsidised 
in tho past, and I would like to know what 
its position will be under this Bill. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth) : l 
congra tulat2 the . Home Secretary on the 
introduction of tlus measure. I understand 
that he is responsible for the introduction 
of the measure, and ropre,entati,-es of cou_n­
trv districts '"elcomo it. In the country dis­
tricts the train sen·ices are not altogether 
satisfactory, and we are in need of some 
com·enicnce of this kind. In many country 
districts \ve g0t a rnan who has the n1o_ney 
to bui~cl a house suitable for a mediCal 
practitioner to lh·c in. I sincerely hope the 
Minister will see his way clear to allow some 
subsidv to be paid on such a building. In 
the eL)untry people have t~ gTvo a .~uaran­
tcc to get a doctor to live m the neighbour­
hood. In some caees we have to guarante.e 
a doctor £400 a joar for three ycaro until 
ho gets a proper start. \Vhcre such a g':'a_ran­
tec exists at the present time the l'dmJSter 
n1 ight n1ake provision for a Govcrnn1c~t 
subsidy. It ma_<' happen that a doctor WI,l 
get £350, and the extra £50 would ~ave to 
!),. made up bv the local people. I thmk the 
Government should subsidise that amount. 
When this Bill is passed I shall be one of the 
first members to ac<k for a maternity hospital 
to be rc,tablished in one of the outlying 
centres in my electorate. \Ve know that 
catisf 'ctorv resulto have accrued from the 
establishm.ent of the bush nur,ing homes 
under the Repatriation Committee scheme. 
Unfortunately, tho amount available fo;· bush 
nursing honwo is limited. I would him to 
know if the bush nursing homes will be sub­
sidised under this Bill. 
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The SECRETARY FOl: MINES : The Government 
do not intend to interfere with the subsidies 
already in existence. Any home which is now 
subsidised will not be interfered \Yith. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: There is only a 
certain amount of money available for the 
bush nursing homes. They have done won· 
derfully good work, and they take in other 
than maternity ca,es. Take the Millmerran 
district, in my electorate. There is a train 
service there only on three days of the week, 
so it is proposed to establish a maternity 
home there and make arrangements for a 
resident medical officer. I trust that the 
Minister will realise that the bush nursing 
homes have done excellent work, and, if the 
money is ma,de available, they will go into 
other country centre', to which they are not 
able to go at the present time fo1· want of 
funds. However, we shall be able to discuss 
the measure better on the second reading. 
I feel confident that the ~1inister will do 
everything he can to meet the requirements 
Df the country districts, and I congratulate 
him on the introduction of the Bill. 

Mr. BEBBII\GTON (Drnyton): I desire to 
say a few words on this Bill, but before 
doing so, I would like to congratulate the 
Pru.nicr upon rouding the Labour party's 
offic1al org·an. 

The PREMIER: This is " The Producers' 
Review." (Luughter.) 

Mr. REBBIJ\GTON: Quite right-the offi­
cial organ of the Labour party. 

The CHAIRMAJ';": Order ! I hope the 
hon. member \V ill confine his remark to the 
n1otion. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOX: I compliment the 
Home Secretary and the :;\1inister in charge 
of the meac.ure upon the introduction of 
the Bill. (Hear, hear !) I am sure we all 
very much regret that the Home Secretary 
is not here himself to introduce it. (Hear, 
hear !) The Bill aims at one of the objects 
which practically all the branches of the 
Farmers' Union in. my electorate have 
favoured from their formation. 

Mr. RroRDA:-i: Your party had sixty years 
to put it into operation. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOX: I regret the delays 
that have taken place in many cases, not 
only on the part of this Government but on 
the part of othet Governrnents; but I com­
pliment the present Government upon having 
-\vhen their own platform failed-taken over 
ours. (Laughter.) I know cases where the 
liveo, of mothers of large families have been 
lost because sufficient prO\·ision has not been 
made in country districts for maternity cases. 
I know of an instance in my own electorate, 
below the Range, '•' here a mother of seven 
or eight children died before the necessary 
assistance cquld be obtained. 

I would point ou(o to the Mini~ter that only 
a certain amount of moneY will be available 
for this work, and I ask the Minister to 
make the most of it. There may be cases in 
which. as the hon. member for Pittsworth 
says, the Government might, with advantage, 
subsidise private pcr··~ns to :1ut up the neces­
sary building3 in small out· ide tmvnships and 
fend that. that nwthod is cheaper than erer'ing 
their own buildings. \\"here two or three 
capable 'vomen ha\·e inYcstcd tho r~aYings of ;1, 

lifetime in a building for a n1aternity hos­
pital. it i5 quite rossible that it would pay 
the Government better to subsclise them to 

carry on this work than to erect thei: ~wn 
buildings; and I hope that, when bmldmgs­
are erected, tenders will be called. 

The CHAIR~AN: Order ! The hon. 
rr.omber i" not in order in discussing that 
aspect of the question. 

Mr. Bl1BBINGTON: Quite true. I a!Th 
only saying that I_ hope the Government w1ll 
make the most ot the money avadable. I 
understand that the cost of some of the build­
ings that .are to be used for this purpose has 
been excessive, and I hope the Minister will 
put the amount a ,-ailable to the best use by 
calling tenders when new bmldmgs are 
required. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRM~~N reported that the Corn~ 

mittee had come to a re,olution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

[11.30 a.m.] 

FIRST READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 

J. Jones, Paddington) presented the Bill, and: 
moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and pas•Jed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made· 

, an order of the Day for to-morrow. 

WORKERS' HOMES ACT A~ENDMENT 
BILL. 

SECOND RE.1DING. 

HoN. W. FORGAN S:YHTH (Mackay): 
This Bill is an amendment of the Workers' 
Homes Act of 1919. It does not involve anr 
new princi plo, but cant a ins a series of n1ach1-
nery clauses which will enable the depart­
ment to carry on the work under the Act 
with greater facility than is 1;:n:ov1~ed at the 
present time. The chwf provJswn lS the gJv­
ing of power to extend the term of repay­
ments from twenty years to. twenty-five years. 
The Bill also makes prov1s1on for monthly 
payments in advance; and varwus ?ther 
small amendments are made to the machmery 
of the measure. I do not need to give any 
further details at this stage; I am prepare~ 
to explain in Committee any of the provl­
sions. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

Yl:r. MOORE (,1ubiyny): It seems rat~er 
an extraordinary thing that, after passmg 
the principal Act in 1919, no end~ayour was 
made to put it into force. The M1~1ster smd 
that this Bill does not contam any 1mportant 
provisions. There is a. distinctly important 
provision, from the pomt of view of lo_ral 
authorities, in that land for the hme bemg 
vested in the Minister, which is not the sub­
ject of a conlraru of sale and is not let to a 
icenant, shall not be subject to ratmg. Thc;·e 
has been a tremendous amount of. troL~l>le ll1 
conn0ction ,,cji·h a sirnilar provis1011 111 the 
Repatriation Act. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAN S}I!TH: I will explain 
that fully in Committee. 

Mr. MOORE: The Bill distinctly ,t>tt.cs 
that thev arc to be exempt from ratmr;. 
\Yhen local authorities have to go to the 

J1 r. M oorc.] 



11766 W or leers' Homes [ASSEMBLY.] Act Amendment B£ll. 

•'Expense of making and 1nainta ining 1"oads, 
pcrforn1ing se-rvices, and fulfilli:-~g obliga­

·.tions to enable access to be obtained to 
estates which have been cut up for building 
purposes, and that land reverl3 to the Crown, 
ii; is a most extraordinary proYisio!1 to 
C<etnpt the Crown from liability for 1·~tcs. 
Look at the position many councils are in 
as a result of the operations of the State 
~Advances Corporation. Advances are made 

·On a property, and if the property co:nes 
into the possession of the corporr,bon, 
although they may lot it for six or twelve 
months, rates arc not leviable. The Lands 
Department arc affect<Jd considerably. The 
corporation takes any money that is available. 

1\Ir. GLEDSO~: That wiil be only while 
·the house is empty or is being pulled down. 

Mr. ~OORE: Or when the lands are not 
built upon. The expense of maintaining 
roads has to be continued, and I do not 
think that such lands should be exempt £rD•l1 
-rating. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Other Crown lands in the 
:)arrw di,~tricts are not rateC!.. 

Mr. ~100RE-: This is a case of whore the 
land has been purchawd and ,ulJdi,·idcd ior 
the building of homes; and, as often happens 
-especially in connection with the Repat­
riation Department-those lands have 
reverted to the department. They should 
not be exempt from rating. 

Thorc is not very rnuch to be gainer_l from 
:the amendments in the rest of 'the Bill. Sec­
tion 19 of the original Act, which it is pro­
posed to amend by clause 7 of this Bill, 
appears to me to be perfectly c.atisfactory. 
and I cannot see that any advantage will be 
gained by the tenant or tho purchaser from 
·this amendment. It may a'sist the spccu­
lfltm_., b1_1_t not the gDnuinc rr~a,n. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN SMITH : No one can get 
·one of those homes except cubject to the 
principal Act. The principal Act provides 
homes for those who are in receipt of incomes 
,of less than £260 per annum, who own no 
other land or home. Consequent!:;, how 
could a speculator get hold of a house under 
·that provision? 

• Mr. MOO RE: I will leave my comment 
until we get to the Committe" stage. I can 
see no reason for the amendment, and I 
~annat see that it will be of any advantage. 

11r. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): Too much 
land that is being used by the State is not 
·subject to taxation. Once the land is put 
into uso by tho Cro'\'11, or tho Crown is 
receiving any n1oney from it, it should 1Jo 
subjcet to all the rates and taxes that are 
levied upon land owned by any private indi­
vidual. If timber is being taken off land, 
the Crown ic- receiving money from that land. 
The roads are ~orn up, and the locrtl autho­
rities ehould be reimbursed for the expenee 
to which t:he0- are put in keo,>ing the roads 
in goo.d repair. I want to bring one case 
under the noti<ee of the 1\Iinioter. I was 
visiting the North Coast distriet. and I saw 
a vcr~v large amount of tlinbC'r bcins taken 
off some land--

Mr. GLEDSO~: That has nothing to do 
with the Bill. 

Mr. BEBBI'\GTO:\: It has something to 
do with the rating of the l11nd. Th<: land 
should be mbiected t·o rates and taxes, not­
withstanding that. it is owned bv the Crown. 

[Mr. Jiom·e. 

Hon. w. FORGAN s~nTH: Under this Bill 
the land will be subject to local rates, the 
same as any other home. The land is not 
taxed prior' to the erection of the home. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:"oi: Why rn:ako arrange­
ments for that? Once the land becomes 
alienated, why should the owners, whether it 
is the Crown or anvone else, be n>heved of 
taxation? In the 'case I referred to, the 
Crown was receiving a large amount of 
moncv from timber and other things. and the 
farmen in the district. wore taxed to the 
(!mount of cls. per acre per annun1 to keep 
thn roads in order so that the timber could 
be~ carted for the Crown. Land should be 
subjected to taxation immediately any benefit 
is being derived from it. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimbu): I recog­
nise that the p1·incipal comment in connec~ion 
'' ith the Bill mu~t be made upon the varwus 
clausrs during Committee; and I have no 
donbt th~t we shall receive the information 
vve desire when '"' e get jnto Comn1ittee to 
enable us to deal with the measure in the 
,, a v it c;hould be d<Oa!t with. I bclieYe I am 
voiCing the opinions of hon. members on t_his 
side when I say that we behove that anythmg 
which will fa~ilitate the securing of homes 
by '"O!'kers will always reco~ve _the fullest 
support from members on th1s s1de. I am 
an earnest believer in workers as wcH as 
other people obtaining their own homes. I 
fed that it is verv much better from the 
standpoint of fam~lv life that individuals 
should have their own homes, and not be 
subjected 'to po\ssible inconvenience as a 
result of the S<L]e Or disposal of the houses 
which thev are renting. There is certain 
informatio'n thrtt we should obt.ain at this 
juncture. The hon. member for Drayton was 
under the impression that this Bill_ is 
intended to amend the V\' orkers' Dwellmgs 
Act. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH: The hon. member 
was mistaken, as usual. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He is a poor 
man who does not make mistakes. Any man 
who tries to do anything is bound to make 
son1'e mistakes. 

Hon. VI. FoRGAN SMITH: But we should 
encl,eavour to avoid making the same mistake 
twice. 

HoN. IY. H. BARNES: Even when we try 
to do that, we sometimes fall in. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: " To err i·s 
human." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Act pass0d in 
1919 has not been made operative, and that 
seems to be a most extraordinary thing. I 
have taken a cur·ory glance through that 
Act, which provides for perpetual leaseholds 
in addition to freeholds, but nothing has yet 
been done under this ~\et. Surely we cannot 
be very enthmiastic about this Bill when 
that hrs been the experience of the Govern­
ment with the Act already passed! 

\t 11.45 a.m., 
The CHAIR~L\N OF COI.DJITTEES (Mr. Kirwan, 

BrisiJf'nc) relieved the S]!eakcr iu ik· chair. 
Hon. W. FoRGAN S}m'JI: The cost of 

material has been too high. 

Ho~. W. H. B~\.RC\ES: This Government 
arc full of excu'cs. I knm' that in one 
Financial St1toment is was stated that the 
worker·.' dwellings had been held up to ,·ome 
extent bv n· 1son of the cost of build;ng. 
Here• •Ye' hr,vG an _\et pac,,cd in 1919 which 
was supposed to be in the interests of the 
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workers, and it has not been operative. 
Does that not show the amount of sympathy 
felt by the Government in connection with 
·the matter? _The Act was passed three years 
ago, and thmr excuse now is that building 
has been too dear. 

Mr. GLEDSON: This Bill does not apply to 
workers' dwellings. 

~ON. W. H. BARNES: Is that not a most 
senous reflectiOn upon the Government? 
Here we have a Government who are sup­
·posed to have bowels of compassion towards 
the workers. They say they are going to 
help the workers; yet they have not made 
:a,ny use of the Act they passed in 1919 and 
the Minister's excuse is that building w~s too 
dear. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: That IS one 
reason. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Government 
·~ow say they want to amend that Act before 
It can be put into operation. I do not 
'kno~ what the men ~mtside will say; but 
we ms1de eay that th1s 1s one of the Bills 
that the Qco:ernmen_t are introducing which 
they ><ay Is m the mterests of the workers 
but which is only firewm·ks. The same ea~ 
be said of the Act passed in 1919. The 
GovPrnmrmt a1:c intro?ucing- this Bill just on 
the evQ of thmr poht1cal death. 

Hon. \V. FoHG-\N SmTH : The hon. gentle­
man would like to believe that. He keeps 
on mying it so often that he will com:e to 
'belicYe it later on. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'-ms: If the Minister 
want< to know mv conviction I do believe 
it, ,-·hethor it is because it is' said so often 
·or not. 

Mr. GLEDSON : The hon. gentleman had a 
big disappointment in 1915. He told everv­
-~ody he was going to be returned with 
mcreased numbers. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: How could I tell 
·everybody? 

Mr. Gr EDSON: You told everybody you 
spoke to. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\ES: Here is one of 
those senseless interjectors. If he were 
not a member of Parliament I would sav 
that he was a brainless man;' but it would 
not do for me to say that. because it would 
be unparliamentary. Here is an interiector 
who ::smmes that I have seen everybody. 
Here. r.s an Act passed thrE'e years ago making 
provrs10n for t~at wonderful principle of 
leasehf!ld, and rt b_as _never been put into 
operatiOn! The prmcrplc of leasehold is a 
baby which the party opposite have nursed, 
and theY sav. "Our babY leasehold must 
be hustled. vVe mnst do something excellent 
so that, when the Xew ,Jerusalem comes we 
can sav. 'E,·erything is in perfect order.' and 
Bvervthing is in keeping with the halcyon 
days that are so near at hand.'" 

. _Mr. !:'l-IORDA).[ _(llurh): I hope that this 
Brll wdl be put mto operation at a verv 
early date. The hon. member for Bulimba 
was a bit anxious about an Act l"''"ccl in 
1919, and, when told by the Minister that it 
was not put into operation b~cause of the 
'high <'ost of building ma+Prial. he ridiculed 
the idea. Members of the Opposition arr 
1argcly responsible for the £act that that Act 
has not been put into operation. Hon. 
members lmo".' that they sent a delegation to 
'London. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON: Is that delegation not 
dead yet? 

Mr. MAXWELL: Have you not finished with 
that yet? 

:Mr. RlORDAN: I will not be finished with 
it fm· many yeurs to come, because the people 
who are always prating about patriotism on 
that oc<,,tsion did one of the most unpatriotic 
things in connection with this State that 
has ever been done in the history of any 
State or country. The hon. member for 
Bulimba talks about political fireworks and 
political death. He might know a lot about 
political fireworks and political death, but I 
know that this Government ha1·e been honest 
in all their actions. Their policy has always 
been in the front window, as they have not 
had any mrplus money to store up their 
policy in the back stores, as hon. membeTs 
oppo,ite do in connection with certain 
measures. They put certain things in the 
back room and put their best wares in the 
f rant y, indow in the hope of getting across 
to these benchc ·. 

I know the hon. member for Bulimba is not 
a prophet in regard to the amendment of the 
vVorkers' Homes Act anv more than he is a 
prophet in regard to the elections. He pro­
phesied that this Government would not carrv 
over this month and that we would have an 
election in October. So far he has not shown 
that he is a prophet in that regard, and I 
am afrard he is a long way out. 

Hon. vY. H. BARNES: October has not 
arrived yet. 

l\Ir. RIORDAK: October is not very far 
away. However, we shall have an election 
in good tin1e, and, when we do have an 
election, I am satisfied that we shall come 
back \Yii h a bigger following on this side 
than we haYe at present. 

Mr. G. I'. BARNES: You will want it. One 
is no good to you. 

:'.lr. RIORD.A:'\: Vlhen members get over 
ho-e they are all pretty solid and they are 
all pretty honest, and our intentions in 
regard to this Bill arc honest. The G-oYern­
ment will remain in office bv the will of the 
people on account of their ~ction in putting 
on the statuto-book a measure Ruch as this 
which will be for tlw benefit of the people: 
so that. mstead. of the people in a young 
country llke thrs being huddled .,o close 
together that, as the ::y(inister said on one 
occ~u:,jon~ thoy ~an he:;tr one another. chang~ng 
then mmd', tney wrll have decent housmg 
accommodation. It is time the GoYernment 
took action to proYi·de de<cmt homos for tho 
workErs in-tead of leaving them at the rnercv 
of the. landlords, who batten on the working 
cla'" 111 tlus State the same as thee: do in 
other parts of the world and who are respon­
sible for most of the 'suffming that exi •. ts 
anlOl](rst th~~ \Yorkers to-da ...--

nlr. i'II.HWELL: \Vhat ab~ut the home~ of 
the railwa7 \Vork:"rs? 

Mr. RIORDA).[: The friends of the hon . 
gentlon-:an crt, responsible for son1o of tho 
pigsties that have been built bv the Railwav 
Department for the accommodation of th'C 
railwav \Yorker;:;. I do not think the railway 
rncn n're provided with dt:ccnt homes, .and 
the riornlnis~ioner should sec to jt that he 
giYcj thc~e In(n better hon1os. Owin·~· to the~ 
war, the cost of building has been e;_,ces'i'.-e 
and money has been at the t--p price; but now 
we aro getting back to nnrmal tirncs th~-, 
Con1P1i~:,ioncr shoul·d sec that the raib\ av 
\vorkcrs arc dpeent1 \' hou~'"'J. Frorn \Yhat 1 
have seen of the homes provided for the 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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railway workers during my travels through­
out Queensland, I do not think they are a 
credit to the Commissioner, ai!d I hope that, 
when the Workers' Homes Act is put into 
operation, provic.ion will be made to provida 
homes. for t_hc railway workers. I hope that 
the Bill Will be put into operation at an 
early date, and that it will be extended to 
country district~ such as Hughendcn, Rich­
mond, and Juha Creek, which arc making 
!ireat proll'res_s. Men who follow shearing 
m those diStricts leave their families in the 
to\vns; but, on account of the· exce-ssive cost 
of getting timber and iron out to thoce 
places, the worker is unable to erect a decent 
home. If the Government were to erect 
homes for these people, they would secure 
good tenants for all time. Those people 
would be only too anxious to avail themselves 
of such homes. Hon. members who have 
travelled through Queensland must know the 
c?nditiom under which the women have to 
hvc. They are compelled to live in gal­
vanised iron homf'-, in tropical Queensland 
and it is a di,grace that thov should be corn: 
pelled to r_ear families undPI: such conditions. 
Every assistance should be given to the<e 
people to build homes suitab1e for tropical 
chm_ates, and I hope that tho Bill will extend 
outside the m?re. thickly populated centr0s, 
and that applicatiOns from countrv districts 
will rec:ive immediate attention~ so that 
?omes Will be made available for the workers 
m the country as "ell as for the workers in 
the cities. 

. Mr. T~\. YLOR (TVimlsor): It is rather 
;nterestmg to go back to 23rd September, 
1919, when the Premier, who was then Secre­
tary for Public works, introduced the original 
Act, and I. am going to quote a few of the 
reasons which he advanced at that time in 
favour of the intro-duction of the mea•ure. 
Io-day we are cons_idering an amendment of 

an Act to provide for the Erection of 
>yorkcrs'. Homes," and find that not one 
smgle t~mg has been done in the direction 
of prondmg homes. On that occasion the 
hon. gentleman said-

" This Bill, no doubt, will receive the 
approva~ of all hon. members, as usual. 
(OppositiOn laughter.) The necessity for 
~he Bill exists in the fact that at present 
m the State th<;re Is a. great scarcity of 
houses, a scarmty whwh operate·, very 
harshly on workers. (Hear hear!) In 
c<_msequence of the scarcity, rents are 
high and housmg conditions are unsatis­
facto;oy. The Interstate Commission 
appomted particulariv bv the Cowman~ 
weal~h Gove_rnment for "the purpo~e of 
making an _mve_stigatwn into the ques­
~l_on of housing_ 1n th:~ Yarious States) in 
Its _report, whwh I have no doubt is 
avmla ble t~ all hon. members, indic"tes 
that there IS a ':er'· se;ious •,hortuge of 
cl" ;_lhng·,, especially m the Eastern 
Stal!os .. As a consequencE-.: of this shortao-e 
t~~rc IS a .serious overcro1Yding in th~ 
cities, especially in the citicc of the three 
Eas_tern States, and th·is has led to bad 
camtatwn in th,, pri nLipu 1 town . It 
has led to h1gh renh and. to wme extent 
to the de truction of homo life and 
altogether results .in evil condition~ with 
ro.g:~rd to the housing of ]·Jrulation. It 
''nlll ~nye been noti~'ud that th.: ,Yorkers' 
dwe,lmg scheme wh1ch has been in opors­
t~oll for sornc- Y?ars J~ow {~OPS not suffi­
Ciently cope with the problem. The 
lrorkcr~' dwclhng se:hc1ne, under the pre-

[Jir. Riordan. 

sent conditions, requires the proposed 
borrower to deposit 25 per cent." 

?Che sch.'me outlined in the original Act 
IS certamly more liberal in that direction, 
although, of course, it only provides for 
perpetual lease. The terms laid down were 
that the individual who purchased one of 
these homes had to deposit 5 per cent. of 
th, probable cost. That was t.he cash 
deposit re9uired, and that was really the 
only sccunty held at the time the dwelling 
came into the possession of tbe worker. 
Further on the hon. gentleman said-

" It is my opm10n, after carefully 
considenng the matter, that the rents· 
chargeable against the borrm·.·ers under 
this scheme will not bo higher on an 
average than the rents paid now by 
workers for houses giving similar accom­
modation-that is, hou,c·, of the same 
number of rooms-but the accommoda­
tion will be superior under this scheme. 
'The rents will not be higher than the· 
rents now paid by workers for a dwell­
ing of similar size, but tho advantage 
the worker will get will M that t.he 
weekly payments that he makes to the· 
Government, will mako the dwelling his 
O\Vn within t '>,·enty years." 

The Government have not built any dwell­
ings at all, and yet thoy are now asking us 
to extend the time to twenty-five years. 
\'\Then the original measure was introduced· 
with such a. great flourish of trumpets, the 
Minister said that it was going to be of 
great benefit to the worker•s. Various settle­
ments wore to be ma-de in which a great 
number of houses were to be built, and town­
planning principles with regard to sanita­
tion, and so on, carried into effect. Quite 
a lot of things were provided for in that 
measure, \vhich \vas passed three years ago, 
but not one of them has been carried out, 
and the Government now bring in this mea­
sure to amend what has been a useless Act. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Let us look ahead. Do not 
keep looking back. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister, when intro­
ducing the Bill in 1919, said tha.t there was 
an immediate want of home,. Ho said there· 
wa overcrowding and bad sanitation, and 
that a lot of things wanted to be remedied, 
all of which were proposed to be dealt with 
by the Bill. With the experience we have 
had, what other conclusion ca.n we come to 
but. that that Bill was simply humbug and 
claptrap, and ''as never intended to be 
operative, and also that this Bill is not 
intended to be operatiYe, but is simply put 
out as a bi,t of windo,v drP,,sing in order 
to delude the workers still further. There 
are probably some commendable features 
\'. itb regard to compulsory insurance, and 
so on, in the principal Act; but, notwith­
standing the statement of the Minister that 
the Government wore going to erect homes 
fm· the workers. they have not done a single 
thing in that direction. and ''"hen this Bi!I 
goes through, as no douht it will. thoc· prob­
ably do not intend to do anything n1ore in 
th matter. 

~~Ir. FERRICKS (South JJrdwne): It is 
qnitc trne that. when the then Sccreta.ry for 
Public \Vorks mflde his speech three years 
ago on the passage of the principal Act, 
th(~r(' \VaS a cJ1ortago of honSCS, as stat0d b:• 
tho leader of the ::'-Jatiouali,,t party, and that 
shortage has been acccntun ted since. But 
a~ the time the Minist.·r of the day made 
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that speech secret arrangements were being 
made to send a delegation to the other· side 
of the world to prevent monev coming to 
Queensland, which prevented "the Govern­
ment from carrying out the provisions of the 
Act. 

GO\'ERXMENT J\fE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

An OPPOSITION ME;I1BER: That IS not cor­
rect. 

Mr. FERRICKS: So far as I am con­
cerned, I am going to put the responsibility 
on hon, members oppos1te, who were then 
rc•c.ponsl ble for depriving the people of 
Queensland of the necessary funds for 
workers' homes. Notwithstanding the atti­
tude of the hon. member for Bulimba 
towards the Bill, it contains a valuable pro­
vision, and one which I endeavoured to get 
inserted in the vYorkers' Dwellings Act of 
1911, when the hon. member for Bulimba 
was a member of the Cabinet. It is provided 
m th1s Bdl that a person who builds a house 
may, when the neccssitv arises add to or 
increase the accommodat"ion of the building. 
The necessity for such a provision in the 
Workers' Dwellings Act of 1911 was brought 
under my notice by the knowledge that 
young people starting in life very often pro­
ceed on modest lines and erect a house 
sufficient for their 'accommodation with 
commodious, rooms and \vide verand~s cap­
able of having additions made to thorn when 
family responsibilities and conditions ge:~er­
ally require them to be made. When the 
Act of 1911 was going through the Chamber 
I moved an :lmcndmc>nt practically on the 
same lmes as clause 2 of this Bill. The then 
Premier, the late Hon. \V. Kidston, after 
the a:nendment was rejected by the party 
oppos1 te, came OYer to me a.nd asked me to 
let him ha.-e a look at the amendment. 
\Vhe:~ he had further considere.d it he said 
he thought there was something i~ it. It 
appealed to hill_l, and he promised me, with­
out any suggestwn on my part. that he would 
get the amendment inserted in the Bill by 
t.he Upper House, but I presume that vested 
mterests m tha_t <!ay wers not in sympathy 
w1 th people bmldmg their own homes with 
Go.-ernm<mt, assistance, and desired that 
they should be built through the operation 
of the building. societie~, which charged very 
h1gh rates of mterest; so nothing further 
was heard of. t_he proposal. I am pleased 
that th1s proYIS!On is contained in the Bill 
and it is OJ_Je which, ~n my opinion, will b~ 
largely .a.-a!led of. :Not only may a person 
who bmlds a house nnder the operations of 
the Act sub·•equentl:c enlarge it, but, if he 
acgmres land on which there is already a 
bmldmg erected, he m a v utilise that build­
ing- as the basis of the ·alterations proposed 
to be made under the provisions of the Bill. 
Under previous Acts th<1t could not be done 
:-I doubt whether the ma.terial of an exist­
mg house could be used. This amendment 
is a vast improvement, and one which will 
be of great aE>s1stance to those who are con­
templating thu establishment of a home. 
I agree that there has been a delay on the 
part of the Govornment-mainlv for the 
r' ,tson I have stated. Judg·ing · from the 
hght of after events, perhaps that delav has 
not been altogether >Yithout benefit to "those 
who vi!! become own'rs of houses under this 
Bill, for this reason: during the past two or 
three years the profiteer ha.s been at large 
and those people. who ha Ye taken advantag~ 
of the war -erv1ce home legislation have 
found to their cost that the estimates have 

been grossly exceeded, and that the materials 
put into the houses erected have been of a 
very inferior que.lity, and that the work 
generally has been e!umped. The cost has 
amounted in some cases to hundreds of 
pounds over the estimate. 

Mr. GLEDSON: A house only worth £600 
ha:; cost £900. 

Mr. FERR,ICKS: Although the delay has 
been very iritating to those who are in 
search of houses, an ultimate benefit will 
accrue. 

Owing to the house shortage the demand 
for house accommodation is not diminished · 
in fact, it has been accentuated. The intra'­
duction of this Bill will help to meet that 
demand and remove as far as possible any 
d1fficulty 111 the way of those who wish to 
~cqmre a home for themselves. I know it 
1s not possible for all pe0ple to acquire 
homes. Ko matter how well intentioned a 
man may be, he has to shift in the course 
of his occupation to different parts of the 
State,_ and he does not r_emain sufficiently 
long 111 one place to make 1t worth his while 
permanently to establish a home. Such a 
man and his family are unable to take 
advantage of provisions of this kind. But 
that is no reason why we should not make 
pr?vision for other people. I feel sure that 
th1s legislation will be taken advantage of. 
Now that the Government have overcome the 
harm done by the conspirators representing 
that section of the community which supports 
the Opposition, and now that the Govern­
ment are able to proceed with their pro­
~ramme in spite of the delegation and its 
mfamous work, this Bill will be put into 
operation at no distant date. I -am very 
pleased to welcome it whole-heartedly as I 
r<'alise that it is a measure that will' be of 
great benefit to the people. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) : Any Bill 
that will have a tendency to enable a work­
~ng n1an to own his own home is going to 
be_ of advantage and will do real good. I 
thmk that every encouragement should be 
given to the workers of this State to help 
them to own their homes. I shall be per­
fectly honest when I say that, if encourage­
ment is given to the workers to own their 
homos, then the Government are doomed. 
I realise that when the workers own their 
homes they will not support a Government 
who lend themselves to such tactics as the 
present Government have done this "session, 
and will wipe them clean off the Treasury 
~enchcs. I feel this morning that my time 
1s absolutely wasted as the representative of 
an important metropolitan constituency. I 
enter my emphatic protest against the atti­
tude of the Government in forcing legis] ation 
through the House without giving us an 
opportunity of studying it. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Did you sec that " Billy " 
Hughes "gagged" the Labour party in the 
Federal House last night? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not responsible 
for what Mr. Hughes does. I am speaking 
of the conduct of the Queensland Govern­
ment, and I say unhesitatingly that the 
action of the Government, who pose 
as the champions of the liberty of the 
subject and the champions of free speech, 
in presenting a bundle of important Bills 
t.o be rushed quickly through this Cham­
ber is a disgrace to any so-called demo­
cratic community. They will be responsible 

l!I r. lVlaxwell.] 
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to the pcopie for their actions, particularlY 
L)r bludgeoning through the important Inea­
suro which wa" bludgeoned through la~t 
nig·ht. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER; I hope the 
hon. member will discuss the Bill now before 
the House. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I intend to do so; but I 
want to show the people outside, who are 
rcsponsjble for putting us here, that we arc 
not given an opportunity to study these Bills. 
I have to talk to the people outside because 
there iJ no use talking to hon. gentlemen 
opposite, as thPy are not prepared to listep 
to any suggestions which are made from th1s 
side. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: We always listen 
to reasonable suggestions. 

Mr. MAXWELL : They listen to them, 
but they always go over and "word" Mr. 
Spt~nker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The 
hon. gentl•!man will have to withdraw that. 

M1·. MAXWELL: If it is unp.arliamcntary, 
I withdraw it. When the hon. member for 
Burke was speaking, I asked him about the 
class of homes that were supplied to the 
railway workers, because I considered that 
the railway workers should be given homes 
similar to those provided under this Bill. 
The hon. member for Burke said that the 
Commissioner for Railway; was responsible 
for the habitations that the railwav workers 
Iivt'Yd in. 'rho Comrnissioner is nOt respon­
~ible at all. It is a matter that rests entirely 
with tho Government. 

Hon. \V. I<'ORGAN s~nTH : The Commis­
sioner for Railways has nothing to do with 
this Bill. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am answering a state­
ment which the hon. member for Burke was 
allowed to make. I am quite satisfied that 
the Commis,ionor for Railways would recom­
mend different homes for the railway workers 
ii he thought the Government would carry 
out his recomme11dation. Anything that will 
have a tendency to uplift the people and 
give them good conditwns will ha vo the 
support and assistance ot hon. members on 
this side. I again enter my protest against 
the attitude of the Government in prevent­
ing the honest discnssion of measures brought 
forward in this House. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qucenton): I have 
listened with a good -deal of interest to the 
observations of hon. members opposite as to 
what may take placu in connection with this 
Bill. I am satisfied that their prophe~ies, 
like a groat many of the prophecir-; they 
have made in the past, are going to be 
wrong. Someone said that it was never wise to 
prophesy until after the event, and it would be 
better for the Opposition to propho,y what 
is likely to take place after the Bill is put 
i.n operatinn. The hon. member for Bulimba 
stated that member' on this side wore lacking 
in the bowels of compassion. He inferred 
that wembers on this side were cntirelv un· 
concerned about tho well-being of the ~ork­
ing man, "\vhile JTH?mbers opposite wero ovPr­
flowing with compassion for the worker. If 
the hon. member had been prc-.. ent at the 
last meeting of the Coorparoo Shire Council. 
he >Yould have had an opportunity of exer­
cising the bowels of compassion he talks 
about. One ratepayer in the Coorparoo 
shire, who is a returne-d soldier, found him­
self in difficult financial circumstances and 
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unable to pay his rates. He wrote asking 
the council to give him wo,·k for a week or 
a fortnight to f)nable him to pay his rates, 
but the n'quest as point blank refused on 
the ground that it would establish a prece­
dent and that if the,- g·avc work to one 
rutepayer. thl'y would- have· to give it :o 
others. The hon. member for Logan was 111 

the chair, and he had an opportunity of 
::;,hawing his ('OJY1pa:;;9ion for . that man and 
of helping him in difficult c1rcumstances. 

lion. \V. H. BARNES: Are you sure that I 
was present? 

Mr. 'iVI::--JSTAXLEY: I said that, had you 
been present, you could have exercised your 
bowels of compassion. 

:Yir. GLEDSON: And vou could have induced 
the hen. member for Logan to do the same. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: I think that good 
and sufricient reasons have been given why 
this legislation has not been put into opera­
tion up to the present time. If there was no 
other reason, the fact that building material 
was such a prohibitive price would be 
sufficient for not putting it into-operation. If 
workers had built cottages under tho exorbi­
tant rates which existed then, they would 
have had to pay interest on that increased 
cost for twcntv vears and thev would also 
h~vc h vd to pa~v the i~creased cost as well. I 
a.m quite satisfi<·d that the Government a:e 
rroing on with this proposition, and w1ll 
proceed with the erection of workers' homes 
without delay. I know a number of places 
where the people are waiting for homes, an.d 
thcv expe<t to be able to get them under th1s 
Dill. Even if the land is under perpetual 
lease, the home stands just as well upon i_t, 
and the people live just as comfortably 111 

the house; and certainly they have a much 
better opportunity of getting a home than 
if they have to pay £100 for a freehold under 
the Workers' Dwellings Act. When the 
·workers' Dwellings Act was going through 
the House it wa.s felt that there were some 
people in the community who were deserving 
of help, but whose low wages and inter­
mittent work would make it impossible for 
them to get a home under that measure, and 
events ha.ve proved the truth of that belief. 
I remember that some time after that Act 
had been passed I tried to a.scerta in the 
classes of individual who had been able to 
obtain dwellings under it by asking ques­
tions as to how many professional men, how 
n1any artjr:·tns, .and how n1any labourers, 
amongst others, had obtained advance~. I 
wanted to get at the numbers of ordmary 
working men-who were the most in need of 
help, and, I suppose, just as deserving as 
anv other section of the community, if not 
rn,;re deserving-who had obtained assistance 
under the Act; but the then Secretary for 
Public Works, the hon. member for Bulimba, 
point-blank refused to answer me.. 'I'he 
information would have a direct bcarmg on 
this measure. In many instances, particularly 
when the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act first came 
into operation, some very expensive rhvellings 
were erected, but those persons who want 
t .. omes under the vVorkors' Homes Act are 
content to take l'•'s splendid dwellings. I 
know that in some instances in the North­
where, in fact.. eyeryl;>ody is satisfied with a 
much che-aper home-that is particul.arly the 
eLse. I know that on Charters Tm1 ers­
where for the last thirtv vcars there has 
been practically no freehold"-the people are 
entirely unconcerned whether land i3 freehold 
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or '~a-' hold-in fact, leasehold is much 
bcttrr for tlocrn-the people do not demand 
doubJ walls or so 1nuch decoration a.s in 

:Southern Quocw::bnd, and co1nfortablo ho:mc:3 
lJ a Ye bc>Cll put UlJ ~ Ol' £150 tu cf.2QQ. 

:\lr. J. JOXES: L:::dcr ihe old Tory GoYern­
_n1cnt. 

i.\lr. \YIXSTAJ\"LEY: The GoYornment 
had no :nore to do with the pricec; of those 
h;;>tts

1
cs than they have to do with the eclipse 

01 LlO ollll yy)nch Will take place this after-
110011. 

Mr. J. J OXES: What about the royalty on 
timber'! 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY: On Charters Towers 
p~Ypetual leasehold is an advantage, and 
.a1Dlo3t every ono owns his home, because 
he can get half an acre of land for 5s, a 
year; and that fact in itself was due not 
t_o the old Tory G-ovenunent, but t~ the 
Labour party, because an agitation toOk 
place wln~h practically blocked the sellmg 
o£ any pnvate land, in the interests of the 
rniruug connnunity as 'vell as of the people 
who hved there. O,;.e of the reasons why 
the lwu.st:S on Charters rrovver.::; do not need 
to bo _el,cuorate io, perhav-, that they are 
not bmlt w much to keep the breeze out as 
to. lot the breeze in. :Vlost of them are not 
ceJ!ed and have single walls, so that not so 
.u1ucll 1natel'lal or work is required. 

. It cannot be denied that homes are scarce 
111 .:orne r:1.ses. 'rho hon. 1ne~nber for 
Toowong has urought up the questwn o£ 
ntllwa:y: worker,: homes, I want to say that 
neym· m the lustory of the State were w 
Jnauy railway workers so well housed as they 
arc to-cl~y. Tho Uouuni~)ioner fDr Raihvays 
to-day \Vlil P.ut up ~ hou J8 for any pennanent 
lengthsman If he 1s agree able to pay 5 per 
cent, on the capital cost; and I know num­
bers of them who have obtained homes under 
.those conditions, and, from inquiries which 
I haYe nHLcle f1'o1n tin1e to time I am 
,-_ati~ficd that no raihYay worker who wants 
a lwt"e will get it under better or cheapBr 
~'on~It10ns, bccauoo the 5 per cent. interc',t 
JS sunpl,r like rent. There is no question 
that the railway \Vorker.s have been infinitely 
better treated under this Government than 
under previous Governments. I know that 
some workers are living in houses not much 
better than hon. members have mentioned 
because they cannot afford to build a house: 
and, rather than pay the rents which are 
-charged, they make shift with an· thing 
Taken all in all, they are as comfort~ble a~ 
it i" possible to make them; but I know of 
some persons who live in really discreditable 
dwellings 111 a fairly populous town for tlil.Q 
Sllltplc reason that a foL!r-roomed house vvith 8 
feet walls, built of iron, with one veranda, can­
not be rented for le•- l than £1 or o>01 2s. 6d, a 
w<~ek. If a man has to pay that rent out of his 
wages-f?r sma!I places, 24 feet by 24 feet, 
or sometimes 24 feet b 2 21 feet, with the hc'O 
rooms at the back built in skillion fashion­
ir is no wonde1' that the people are lookin£," 
tv the GovcnJmt-.!lt to supply \Yorkers' hornes. 
They are quite Yvilling to undertake the 
obligation, which will be less uncle"· this Bill 
than under th: \Vorkers' Dwellings Act, nnd 
this n1casu1'C 1,yill Inako it possible for quite a 
number of them to get homes who would 
haYe been quite unable to do so under that 
Act. It is w~ll-known that a man must 
hRve land or money to th, extent of £100 if 
he is going to get a home worthy of the 
·nr-.une undL'r tLc \Vorkers' Dwellings Act; 

hut in quite a number of the cases in the 
1.\'orth and \Ycst the land will not have to 
be bought at all, or, i£ it has to be bought, 
it will lJe vorv cheap. Tho Govcrn1nent will 
be a.ble to put up comfortable standardised 
d\.cllings. and I am quite eatisfied that 
many of the owners will not be twenty years 
in paying them ofL ·when tlwy get into 
them and fed that they arc their own, they 
will ekar them of debt in a few years. I 
wckomc the Bill, because I know that it is 
ncC'dt~cl, and it will not bo long, once it is 
p,t',c;ed, before it is put into operation, and 
many people will have the opportunity of 
getting more comfort·tl~le dwellings 'than 
they have at the present time. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): One of the reasons 
advanced by the Government for the fact 
that the \Vorkers' Homes Act of 1919 ha~ 
not been put into operation--

Mr. COLLJKS: Is the delegation. 

Mr. KERR: No. The reason advanced is 
that the cost of material has been too high., 
but that 1vill not hold water, because, in 
1916-17, 632 houses were built under the 
\\' m·kors' Dwellings Act, which was passed 
by the previous Administration; in 1917-18, 
3.;5 honsr -; in 1918-19, 252; in 1919-20, 344; 
i:1 1S20 21, 500: and in 1921-22, 590. Hon. 
n1C1nbcrs cannot say that n1.v~ figures are 
\Yror·;. a c.. l ha Ye takon them fro1n the report 
of thn Board. If the reason adyanced for 
not putting the \Vorkc~rs' liornes Act into 
o;wr;ction holds >Yate,-, the Gm·crnment have 
bcou bn;lding homes for people under the 
\Vorkorcc' Dwellings rtct and charging them 
enormous prices. I '' ould not suggest that 
that i, so. 'I'he applic-ations wore made and 
considerc d on their merit,, and perhaps the 
prices neYer entered into the consideration. 

Then hon. members opposite say that the 
ea use that the Act was not put into operation 
was tlk delegation. On the other hand, they 
make the statement that no appropriation 
was made by Parliament. If no appropria­
tion was made by Parliament, where does 
the delegation come into the que,tion? 

:Mr. GLEDSO~: Bc·cause we did not have the 
1nonf'y to appropriate. 

l\Ir. KERll: Ther'"· again, the hon. mem­
ber is not stating a fact, but is merely seeking 
to gull the neople and blame those who are 
not concerned. If the hon. member will 
turn up the Estimates for 1919-20, he will 
find that £25,000 was appropriated in con-

nection with the ·workers' Homes 
[12.30 p.m.] Act. Here we have three or four 

Go.-ernment members saying that 
no appropriation was made, and that that 
was the rea son whv the scheme was not 
en rricd out. The real reason was that the 
scheme was not acceptable to the people, Ko 
1)0L.on vd1o is earning sufficient to enable 
him to bet a home is going to put that home 
on lc~··chold lr.nd. People in thi& free 
conntry ,y·ant freehold, not only for their 
ht.mes. but in connection with their agricul­
cnltnr 1 C!pcrations. I an1 going to show why 
the GoY rnmc11t were not able to bring this 
Act i11to operation. Section 4 of the 
\Vorkr_-.rs' !-Ion1os Act states-

" There is hercb': created a Fund to be 
c~lled the '\Yorkers' Homes Fund.' 

" Such Fnnd shail be administered !:>y 
the Minister. 

"All moneys appropriated by Parlia­
ment for the purposes of this Act, and 
all purchase mone0, interest, rents, and 

Mr. Kcrr.] 
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penalties, and all other moneys whatso­
ever received or raised by the Minister 
under this Act, shall be paid into the 
Fund.'' 

There is provision for certain money to be 
appropriated b,;i Parliament; and, as I have 
pomted out, £25,000 was appropriated. The 
rai;in,.: of that money was possibh· only by 
the isc•tw of debentures, on which the market 
rate would be po>sibly 6~ per cent. 'Cnd·Jr 
the then existing law the worker would have 
to pay on the ea pi tal invested in his home, 
say, 5 per cont. Is it not conceivable that 
he .will be called upon to pay 6~ per cont., 
whwh IS equal to the interest on the loan 
money raised? Prior to this Act coming 
into force, 've received money at 3~ per cont., 
and it appeared likely that ~ve would receive 
it at that rate indefinitelY. The Govern­
ment, hmsever, gave away t"he Savings Bank. 
Hon. members opposite mav saY that we 
are receivint; 75 per cent. of th~ excess of 
deposits over withdrawals; but they overlook 
the fact that, instead of getting that money 
at 3~ per cent. interest, we have to pay 1 per 
cont. more. That means that the monov 
which went into the erection of worker~' 
dwellings until this bungling Government 
came along cost only 3~ per cent.; while 
to-day the same money, coming from the 
same source, is costing 4~ per cent. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You are a great percentage 
vvorker! 

Mr. KERR: That is common knowledge. 
It is not the high cost of materials that is 
responsible for the fact that there are 192 
dwellings outstanding. This Bill is only 
camouflage; it is window-dressing; when it 
is examined, it is found that there is nothing 
in it. 'rhe person who picks up the daily 
papers will see that the present Adrnini-­
tration have introduced a -workers' Homes 
Bill with the contention that they are doing 
something more for the workers. If that 
person reads the Bill, he will see that there 
is no departure from the principles embodied 
in legislation of previous Administrations. 

I am going to take this opportunity of 
saying a few things which I was debarred 
from saying last night. After having spoken 
for a few minutes on a very important Bill, 
the " gag" was applied. Six Bills were 
handed to hon. members in the morning, and 
disposed of in a couple o£ hours. I can see 
that you arc going to pull me up, Mr. 
Kirwan, and I will not proceed am· further 
in that ~irection. (Laughter.) Owing to 
the bunglmg of the GovernmE'nt in regard 
to the finances of the Savings Bank and 
their amendment of decent Acts which were 
jn existence, tho ·worker to-dav is suffering 
a disability; he has not been gin·n one 
advantage in regard to the building of 
homes. 

A great deal has been said in regard to 
the vVar Service Homes. In m>· opinion, a 
wm:ker who is in a decent job, earning the 
basic wage or more, should not he forced to 
put down 5 per < --nt. on the c,- pit a I value 
of a hm!'e. There is no such provision in 
the vYar Service Homes Act. \Vhen this 
Queensland Act was first brought in, the 
workers had a few pounds saved: but, owing 
to the conditio11s created by thi_, Gm-ernment, 
thr_y are un~ blc no\v to put do,yn this 
deposit. The result is tint thev are not 
~etting the hornes thev desire. If ·hon. n1cnl­
bers opposite \\·ero sirlcPre in their desire to 
rircumYent the orwrations of rack-renting 
~ttndl ords, thc,,' y, oul d rcmoY the proYision 
requirin~, that deposit. If they carried out 

( 31 r. ]( etr. 

the work bv contract instead of by day­
labour, the "security provided by the home­
would be sufficient to cover the cost. The­
Government have taken back several hun­
dred houses and have sold them at a profit 
in a number of instances. It is not too late 
for the Minister to bring in a clause tCY 
make the conditions coincide with those in 
connection with the War Service Homes in 
regard to the deposit. I would support a 
Bill that would give a man a home and 
would allow him to pay it off by instalments­
as rent. I am not in favour of the stan­
dardisation of houses. There should be a 
good deal of latitude given in that direction. 
A mistake was made with regard to W'!r 
Service Homes when large areas of land 
were purchased and houses were constructed' 
under the group system. If you live in a. 
suburb vou like it to be the best. You do 
not lik~ "to see too much sameness. You like­
to see different gardens and different styles 
of houses. \Vhen you see houses all of the­
same type, the first thing that you want to 
do is to get out of that locality. It was 
impossible to carry on town planning under· 
\Var Service Homes conditions. I would 
advise ~he Government not to adopt a system 
of standardisation of houses, and not- to go 
in for tho group system of building, because 
that svstem ha· not proved cheaper than 
any otlJCr system. I do not like to see half 
a dozen house-; of the san1e stY le in one 
street. My argument is that a wo;·ker should 
have full control over the plans of his pro­
po-.ed home, so long as he keeps within the­
maxin1um cost. 

Hon. W. FoRGAX SMITH : The worker will 
have his choice. 

l\fr. KERR: The policy to-da:· is stand­
ardisation for cheapness, and I do not think 
it should bo tolerated. The Bill provides 
that any money paid in addition to th~ 
ordinan· monthlY rental shall be applied 
towards' the reduction of the principal sum. 

Hon. IV. FoRGAN S~11TH: That is a sound 
pTopositiDn. 

Mr. KERR : T.hat is so, but I want a 
provision inserted when \Ye are in Con1mittee 
to o !low of the establishment o£ a sinking 
fund, so that when the owner of the home 
gets into arrears \vith his rent, that fund can 
bt• drawn upon to meet his liability. Many 
people, instead of placing their money in 
savings banks, aro placing it in \Yar service 
homes for which thev receive interest. I 
know 'of a number of cases where people 
were in arrears with their rents and they­
were permitted to apply the money that 
thev had invested, and which ,,-as really a 
sid<ing- fund, to pav their arrears. I think 
thP Minister should accept an amendment 
to en.' ble that to be done in this case. 

Mr. GLEDSO?\ (!rJnc£ch): Hon. members 
opposite haYc very Rhort niernories in con­
nection ,, il h thi;; business. The percentage 
cxnert the hon. member for Enoggcra, 
st~rts 'to \vork up a pcrcc::1btge business in 
coi~ncction ·ith Sa-Yinvs B(lnk transacbons. 
Hn st11tcd ; hat the Go~crnment at one time­
l~:l.d a ~aYin('"S bank bu~lno-::-., nnd rccejved 
money from the people for -,-.-hid1 they paid 
3!, r,e-r ct•n~., and that tlwy med that money 
fo1· the pnrnoses of buik!ing- hnmcs under 
the \Yodwrs' D• -ellings Act. This expert 
thinks th:t all the people had to do wa> 
b come along with their depoc,its and put 
them jnto another "\Vorkcr's hands and say,_ 
" I-I ere i~ 1ny n1oney at 3~ per cent." He, 
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'forgot all about the fact that there had 
to be a banking establishment to receive 
that monev. 

Mr. KE~R: T.he hon. member is talking 
nonsense. 

ML-. GLEDSON: Hero is our expert 
again. His own friends in the private banks 
•pay 4 per cont. or 4~ per cont. for money, 
and they loan it out at 7 per cent., 8 per 
<eent., and 9 per cent., and they roq Llire 
very good security. 

Mr. KERR: Ask the Public Curator whab 
'h·J charges. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The Public Curator pays 
5 per cent. for the money he receives, and 
loans it out at 7 p<or cent. Our expert here 
eays that you can pay 5 por cent. for the 
·monev that you receive, and you can loan it 
out at the same rate. Hov,: is a banking 
business going to be run-how are managers 
and clerks to be paid, if you are going to 
do that'? W.hen that hon. gentleman first 
.came into this House ho said that he was 
Bimple-minded. 

;ylr. KERR: The hon. member does not 
xnow too much about it. 

Mr. G LEDSOJ\' : The hon. member for 
Enoggera does not know much about this 
lrusines:~, either. 

1\1r. KERR: All your statements are wrong 
and twisted. 

Mr. GLEDSON: He states that the Act 
passed in 1919 was not put into operation 
became the Government gave away the 
Savings Bank. vVe had in Queensland, as 
they have in other States, two concerns 
.,arrying on the business of banking. Both 
carried on the sarne business; both received 
money from the people for the purpose of 
investing in public works and other works; 
both paid a very big staff; and both paid 
hig·h salaries to managers. An amalgama· 
tion has now taken place, and, according to 
the, Governor of the Commonwealth Bank­
Sir Denison Miller-it has effected a great 
saving in the expense of banking business. 
crhat means that the whole of the money to 
·the credit of the depositors is secured to us 
-not at 3 per cent. or 4 per cent., as would 
be charged by the friends of hon. members 
opposite-but a.t 1 per cent. This expert, 
the hon. member for Enoggera, says that 1 
per cent. should not be charged. Hon. 
members opposite have very short memories 
in connection with the Savings Bank busi· 
nes3. ~ot many years ago some of the 
hon. members opposite wont about the street' 
of Brisbane whisperjng, "You had better 
get your mone~· out of the Government 
Savings Bank, because, if you do not, all 
your savings will be lost. The Government, 
an~ bankrupt." They 'vere seen going round 
.a bDut the different places, until there was 
a run on the Government Savings B<enk. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

1\1r. KERR: You know that is not true. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Those men now get up 
here and "':V that that is rr reason whv the 
Act pa"sed i'n 1919 has not become opera.tive. 

:1>1r. BI:AND: The hon. member is making 
wild statements. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite 
say that they rrrp out to see that everyone 
has an opportunity of building a home. 
'They do not want people to have homes 
unle~s their friends build them and collect 
the rent. They get up, and with their 

tongues in their cheeks, they say, "\Ye would 
like every worker to own his home." Can 
we ta.ke them seriously? They live on rack­
rentin_g. The hon. member for Kennedy 
sometimes hurls a charge across this C.ham· 
her that we are rack·renters. They are the 
party of rack-renters. They live by rack· 
renting. We had another brilliant idea 
from this percentage expert. He said, 
" Why not a.dopt a similar system to that 
followed under the War Service Homes 
Act?" 

Mr. KERR: I said to some of the pro· 
visions. \Vhy not be honest? 

Mr. GLEDSOJ\': Again they have short 
memories. ·what is the svstcm under the 
War Service Homes Act? To kick the 
workers out into the road. A disabled soldier 
was brought before the court by the \Var 
Service Homes Commissioner and thrown out 
of his hDine because he could not pay the 
purchase money. 

l'vfr. KERR: Quote a case . 
Mr. GLEDSOK: You can pick up the 

papers and ,,,e cases every day where soldiers 
have been brought before tho court and 
practically e\-icted because they could not 
pay their money. 

;y1r. J. JoNES: What about the selectors 
who arc being evicted by your Government? 

Mr. GLEDSOK: We are dealing with 
workers' homes at present. I hope this 
Government will never .deprive any worker­
a returned soldier or anvone els .. -of a 
home simply because he is" unable to meet 
his payments for the time being, as wa.s done 
under the \Var Service Homes Act, whiCh the 
hon. member lauded to the skies. 

Mr. KERR: Have they not done it? 

Mr. GLEDSON: Ko. This amending Bill 
is necessan to make the \Vorkers' Homes 
Act workable, and wo can only make the 
Act opc·rative when the Government can 
secure loan moncv. In spite of all that the 
friends of the OpJJosition have done, in s;pito 
of their attacks on the Government Savmgs 
Bank, in spite of their collecting £4,900 
within a few minutes to sC'nd a ·delegation 
home, the Government have been able to 
get loan money, and they are now m a 
nosition to go on with the building of homes 
~mder the \Vorkers' Homes Act. 

The hon. member for Enoggcra had another 
brilliant idea. He said, "Why not have some· 
thing the same as they have under the 
vVorkcrs' Dwellings Ad, and. if a man who 
is purchasing a hom' under the rcnt-purcha<<il 
system is able to pay somet~in~ over and 
above his monthlv payments, mstead of tak· 
ing the amount off his principal, let it be put 
to the credit of a sinking fund?" If a 
\Yorkcr pays during the year £20. mo~e 
than he is required to pay, under th1s B!ll 
that amount will be deducted from h1s pnn· 
cipal rrnd his interest will nrrturally be. less. 
nut 'the hon. member's brilliant idea 18 to 
put that amount into a sinking fu~d in case 
the worker is in arrears at some tJme. when 
the money may bo withdra\;·n from the s;nk· 
ino- fund <1nd used to pay hls arrears. 1\ hat 
a brilliant idc·a! Under this Bill that sum 
1vill be taken off his principal. which w1ll 
mean that he >Yill have los, interest to pay; 
~nd, if he is unable to meet his payments 
at a nv time the amount that he has over· 
pnid \vill ah;·ays be to his er 'dit. 

Mr. KERR: You toss him out of his homo 
i£ he is behind in his payments. 

M1'. Gled.ot.m.] 
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Mr. GLEDSON: \Yhile the present Govern­
ment are in power they will never adopt 
the methods adopted by the 2\i ationalists 
under the War Service Homes Act; and the 
workers will have to see that the Government 
are kept in power, because, if hon. Ine1nbers 
opposite are allowed to administer tho Act, 
they may do what the hon. member suggbts 
-throw the workerc out of their homes if 
they are in arrears. 

Mr. J. Jo:-:ES: Like your Govermneut 
eYicted the selectors. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
Kennedy is now bringing up the quc·ti·m of 
forfeitures. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
hope the hon. member is not going to discuss 
that question. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. memb0r rs 
bringing up the question of forfeit ures in 
cas·s:.:; where the concEtions haYo not beJn 
complied with; but that has l!Othing to do 
with this Bill, and when the proper time 
comes, the hon. member will ;.A a '<lti,[actor~· 
anb\Vor, and it \v]ll be shown thnt he is 
barking up the \Vrong tree. 

As the hon. n1ernbr:r for South Bri:·,.bane 
stated, this Bill prm·itL's that, after a home 
is built, thP fund under the \1~orkcri Homes 
Act can be dra\vn on io irnproYc the hor:ne. 
That is a ver~~r good proyj ,ion. The anicrHl-
mcnts included in thi,, Bill haYc boon 
necessary after th~ hon1r: :> :Hid n built. 
a.nd it is better to p,_t· 'J thc·E1 nov, ~ 1hat 
the w·orkers' hon1es \-v;ll be LuJt under t.he 
best conditions. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toomlml): I haYc cad YYith 
interc't the dobatP. that toc,L place in this 
Chamber when thG \Y orkc i':i' Homes Bill 
was introduced in 1919, and it app--ars to 
me that the hon. member for Ipswich. in his 
usual manne1\ has been {lndcavonring to 
twist the statement, of hon. nwmbers on th's 
side, and has endc'lvourcd to n1a.l~e it appear 
that hon. members on this side sctid somp­
thing that they never said. The hon. membcr 
is part-icularly good at that kind of thing. 
I do not know whnther he io the apologist for 
the Government, but I no+~cc that he ;1 \TS 

a good dc.ll more than Minister~· Probabl:: 
he has not that vision which was dc,erilwcl 
bv the hon. mcmbt•r for Bow0n. Perhaps 
aft~r the eclipse of the sun he will get that 
VlSlOll. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ord<'r ! I 
hope the hon. n1ernbcr ls not going to rliscu~: 
the eclip,,c of the sun. 

}1r. PETRIE: Acc,>rding to hon. members 
oppo,itP, we on thjr: :;},fle have no c_h_3irc to 
uplift the -."-orkf'r, nnr: as~ist then1 to ob1 a in 
honlC~S for the1nsolv1'~. T-..,'\~c are just as anxious 

s hon. members opposite to providf' hornes 
for the worker', as Y c know tho difficulty 
th'?rC is in obtaining hou~ing accolnmodatlon. 
-~oy,- th~t the GdYOrnmcnt haYG come for~~yarc1 
with an amending Bill, 1 sincerely hope ''he:· 
,~.-ill Jo sorn{ thillg for the workers. ThC':,-
ha' ,, u1adc all sol't~ of X('a~e::; for their 
inuctinn in this r ,g-ard. \r c have hcnrcl 
tha~ nld ¥ Jrn-ont cry a.bont the delc'garion 
n.nd tbc war. and l:on. mc·rubcrs aho rcferrc-1 
ro the high cost of n1 t+rrial. \Yho \vas rc.;;pon­
'Jib~c to a grPat rxtt'nt for the h-ivh cost of 
mrttcrial? The GoYcYnmcnt '"hbli ;]wd " 
Stote sawmill. \Yhv could they not ha.-e 
s~l:J the timber d a Inwcr rate for ih0·8 
workPrs' homes • In-tead of doing that, they 

[Mr. C!Zedson. 

raised the royalties' on timber to such a!'. 
;·xtcnt that the price was beyond the worker 
or of anyone else. 

11r. FOLEY: You do not know what you., 
are Lllking about. 

Mr. PETRIE : You do not like the truth. 
~What I am stating is the truth. There can. 
be no doubt that, because of the war ancL 
other causes, material has been very high in. 
price, and it has not been possible for any­
body to got a home at a reasonable cost. 
\Ye have our \Vorkers' Dwellings Act, which 
was passed by the previous Administra-· 
lion. That Act ha' been of groat benclit 
to the workers. If a man hns a little money 
sav,-•d, he \Yould ~ooncr sccu:;_·o a bit of free­
hold than get a pe:·petual lease from the· 
Govcrnn1ent. 

At 2 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. PETRIE: I did not g·et up to speak. 
with anJ intcution of opposing the measure~ 
Any legislation brought forward for the· 
improvement of the condition of the workers, 
110 matter under what Government it ie. 
brought in, will always have my mpport, i£ 
It lS reasonable in its tenns. rrhore is llO• 

doubt that the principles contained in ·-ome· 
of the measures introduced by the pre,ent 
Government are such as ·we can agree with, 
but we do not ahva;ys agree with the metho-d 
in which they are carried out. In common 
with other hon. members on this side, I wish, 
to enter my protest against legislation being 
so hurriedly passed through the House. \Ve· 
ought to have more time allo•vcd in which 
to cor"ider the important matters which arc 
brought before u:: I refer particularly tc .. 
the L;nemp!oyed \Vorkers Insur,ncc Bill. 
the second readiug of ,,-hich ":1s put through 
last night under the " gag," ~Several hon. 
member:; on this side not getting an oppor­
tunity of speaking on the measure. ~ot 
onlv under this Government, but also under· 
pas~t Govcn1n1ents, have mea!3ures been hnr­
ricdly rushed through the ChamlJer, and tlwt 
undue haste has been the cause of a great 
deal -of amending legislation. I hope that 
this Bill will pass its second reading. and 
that any ncce«sary a111endnwnts I..Yill be mul.: 
in Committee. I trust that. if any applica­
tions are 1nade by ·\vorkers for homes under­
this Bill, those homes will be erect<>d with­
out delay, and that when we meet next ye ,r 
we shall not then have the complaint madP 
that, although the Bill has been passed, it 
nas been allowed to rcmaiu inoperative. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S~fiTH: l'te will have 
home" in com·,.~ of erection before the end of' 
the year if the Bill passes. We will 
sirnultaneously in various portions of 
State. 

Mr. PETRIE: I am ghd to hear t:Jat. 
There is no doubt that the cost of material 
has been very high, and there are other~ 
reasons which haYe caused delav. but I think 
that the Government might l;ave ,_ot over· 
the high cost of material. Thee· ought to he 
in a position to supply timber !torn their· 
State sawmills for the buildino: thr ~, 
homes at a reasonable price. T:,; price· 
of timber and other materials has been 
responsible for the delay in conn0rtion witJ:. 
the erection of houses. 

Mr. MooRE: The Fair Rents Act, tco. 

2'\ir. PETRIE: I feel sure thot hon. lflem­
l:.c•ro on this side will be pleased' to assist· ir.~ 
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passing any legislation which will benefit 
the workers of Queensland, either directly 
or indirectly. 

Mr. KING (Logan): During the course of 
the debate the hon. member for Queenton 
saw fit to bring my name into the discussion 
as chairman of the Coorparoo Shire Council. 
His remarks were directed against the attr­
tude of the Coorparoo Shire Council for 
refusing an application made by a returned 
soldier for permission to work out his rates. 
I do not know what was the object of the 
hon. tncrnbcr. 

Mr. vVIKS'fAKLEY: You ought to have been 
hero during the early part of the deb,;te 
and you would have heard what was sard. 

Mr. KIXG: I heard what you said. 
i\Ir. vVINSTAKLEY: You did not hear what 

your colleague said. 
Mr. KING: I could not connect the 

hon. member's remarks with the Bill 
before the House. Evidentlv some hon. 
members were making remarks which 
were not relevant to the Bill. At the same 
time if a member on this side made a 
rom~rk which was not relevant to the Bill. 
there is no necessity for a member on the 
Government side to perpetuate that sin. In 
xeply to the remark of the hon. me_mber. 
I would like to say that I do not thmk It 
would be advisable in the interests of the 
soldier himself to make any further explana­
tion. So far as the soldiers of Coorparoo 
are concerned, my actions speak for them­
selves, and they can judge me according to 
my actions. This Bill proposes to amend 
the Workers' Homes Act of 1919. In !lly 
opinion, the Bill is absolutely unnecessary. 
I do not think there is any business in it, 
because the original Bill was passed in 1919, 
and there have been absolutely no operations 
in connection with it. I do not know if any 
applications have been rece-ived for workers' 
homes. 

Hon. \V. FoRG'N SMITH: There will be 
operations carried out under this measure 
before the end of the year. 

Mr. KING : I heard the ::V1inister say that 
in reply to the hon. member for Toombul, 
and I hopo that ae~urance will be carried 
out. I seo a lot of good in the Bill. I want 
to make myself perfect!:-· plain now by saying 
that I intend to support the Bill, and I hope 
that it is going to have some beneficial 
re,ults. I hope it will not be a Bill that is 
introduce·d merely for the purpose of catching 
votes. 

Hon. W. FORGA::-i S;~IITH: We have £50,000 
on the Estimates for this work, and, so far 
as I am concerned, most of it will be spent. 

Mr. IG:!'\G: L: p to tHe present it has 
simply been window-drc-sing. It is pure 
camo{rflage, and is probably an attempt to 
catch -·omc of the countn· vote,. We have 
had all sorts of legislation before us to 
placate the country voter, and probably this 
is a continuation of a well-devised scheme 
to try to catch a few more votes for the 
sinking ship. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S}I!TH: The ship is not 
sinking. 

:Ylr. KIXG: It is sinking· pretty rapidly. 
Mr. \VARREK: It is leaking. 
Mr. KI:\TG: It is very leaky. 
Hon. \V. FDRGA::-< S"'IITH: Some of vour 

parh' tried to scuttle the ship, but "they 
were unsuccessful. 

Mr. KI~G: The Bill is presumably brougtit 
in for the bencfct of the workers. In the title 
it is called "The Work·ers' l-Iornes Act." 
There is quite a lot of magic in those words 
'' V\'orkerb' Home'-." How the Government 
hope they will appeal to the unthinking 
workers ! · Hon. members opposite hope that 
those worJs ·' VVorkers' I-Iornes'' \vill have a 
magical re·•ult, and will secure to the Govern· 
ment many o£ those votes that they· are !ong­
ing for and which they thmk are !'1ghly 
necessary. However, thev are not gomg to 
get then'I, bc•cause the wor'lwrs are well aware 
of the present condition of affairs, and the· 
tate of affairs that they have passed through 

during the last seven years. Thon, also, 
1 
I 

suppooe it was thought that it would a·ud 
another tu that long list of measures which 
arc found in the index to the statutes under 
the hctding of " Labour"-labour legisla­
tion, presumably, to improve the lot of the­
workers gonNally, but which is doing so little 
to bring about that beneficial result. One 
hon. member said that he hoped that the 
Bill v;-as going to encourage tho O\vnership 
of homes. I am afraid it is not. I do not 
care where you go-a man does not consider 
his home his own unless he has the title 
deeds of the freehold on which it is situated. 
He likes to think and feel and know that 
the deeds he holds are his title to thfl' 
property, from which nobody can disturb 
him. He likes to feel, "This little bit of 
earth belongs tC! r;;e, and nobody is going to 
move me from It. 

Mr. vVr~STANLEY: There is no such title. 
Mr. KING: Subject only to the one con­

dition that it may be taken away from him 
for public purposeR, always, ho\vevor, upon 
payment of adequate compensation. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: What 
about the Jimbour settlers, who had the 
or,portuni ty of making their land freehold? 

Mr. KING: They wanted freehold, but 
thfl conditions were too onerous. Of course, 
everybody likes to get freehold, but under 
this Bill people are not going to have the 
ownership of their homes which they would 
have under the freehold system. They are 
going to hav·e a perpetual lease system, which 
does not assure a man of a home. It giv0o. 
him a home for the time being; but, afte-x 
all, it is only temporary. 

l\/[r. BRENNAN: For ninety-nine years. 

Mr. KING: It may be, but the possibiJi .. 
ties arc doubtful, because there may be sue~> 
a reappraisement of rent, as in the case ci 
the pastoral leases, as will make him on]y. 
too glad to get out of it. I say that there" 
is no encouragement under this Bill t<> 
acquire homes. It is brought in mostly fo" 
the purpose of curing defects in the prin 
ci pal Act, which are the result of hasty and 
ill-digested legislation. If that Act hat' 
been properly considored and digested i"· 
the first place, it would not have been neo,-­
,arv to waste the time of the House anu 
of 'the country now in -discussing a Bill :>~ 
this sort. Unfortunately, such logislatio:6-l 
ha.s been rushed thropgh, and now, when 
we ,., ant to discuss matters of vital interest 
to the country, we are simply " gagged." 
I, in common with others, want to protesu. 
against being refused the right to air my 
views on anv subject on which I wish to· 
speak. I had prepared quite a decent speech 
on the Bill that went through last night, 
but, unfortunately, I was stopped, like many 
other hon. members, and the country is an 

Mr. King,]. 
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tho poorer for the loss of my words of 
wisdom. 

Mr. KmwAN: I had a speech ready, but 
I missed the 'bus. 

Mr. KING: The hon. m'ember does not 
often miss the 'bus. This Bill is introduced 
mostly for the purpose of curing defects in 
the principal Act, but also for the purpose 
of bettering it. Under the Act the Minister 
has power to cause a plan of land to be 
prepared showing roads, etc., in the case of 
subdivision of land, and to erect home', Do 
you not think it would have bC'on wise-if the 
Act had boon properly considered, it \vould 
have been inserted-to give the power which 
is sought now-that is, to alt r, enlarge, or 
improve the same? The Act was passed 
giving the power to erect homes, but there was 
no power in relation to altering, enlarging, or 
improving them. 

Another defect in the Act W"" that it did 
not inclu,de a provision prohibiting the 
purchaser from mortgaging. There is a 
prohibition against his transferring, letting, 
or abandoning tho property, but he could 
mortgage without the consent of the Min­
ister. That is verv undesirable. Another 
defect was that there was no liability on 
the purchaser to keep his homo in good 
tenantable repair. In every well-drafted 
contract of sale or agreement for lease that 
provisiOn is inserted, and it should be 
inserted in a well-drafted Aet of Parlia­
ment. That is one of the results of rushing 
through legislation. We now have to waste 
the time of the country on a Bill which pro­
poses to include those essentials in the Act. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Do you know 
that that Bill was badly mutilated by the 
'Legislative Council? 

Mr. KING: That provision v, as not in the 
Bill when it left this House to go to the 
Legislative Council. An:c action whici1 t~e 
Legislative Council might have taken did 
not excuse this House from doing its duty 
and seeing that the Bill left it in a decent 
form. 

Another clause which should have been 
included in the Act, and which is always 
included in every well-drafted contract of 
salP or agreement for lease, is what is known 
a, the attornment olause. The Bill provides 
that attornment should be made a covenant 
in the agreement. Why it was omitted from 
the Act I do not know. The Government 
must see that they are placed in the same 
position as a landlord. This atto:·nme;tt 
clause is necessary to create the relationship 
of landlord and tenant as between the 
Crown and the purchaser. Otherwise the 
Crown has not the right to exercise the 
duties of a landlord. If a tenant makes 
ddault, and it is necessary to take proceed­
ings, such as distraint for rent or ejectment 
under Lhe Summary Ejectment Act, the 
Cl'own at present cannot ta_ke those proceed­
ings. This Bill seeks to remedy that very 
important defect and supply t.hat omission. 

Those are the chief defects. I repeat that 
this Bill would not have been necessary had 
proper time been given to the consideration 
< the Act when it was before t.he House. 

One of the impro' erncnts in the Bill-and 
it is a good one, and to the advantage of 
thc purchaser-is in connection with the 
payment of rent. Under the Act rent is to 
,be paid weekly, with quarterly " rests" for 
interest-that is, the interest is made up at 

[Mr. King. 

the end of every quarter. The Bill proposes 
that rent shall be accepted monthly in 
advance and the interest is to be calculated 
after every monthly payment. 

There is a provision to extend the time for 
paJ:ment from hventy to twent_v-five years, 
wht?h I thmk IS a wise provision. Sub­
sectwn (3) '?f. section 9 of the principal Aet 
makes provision that, where more than one 
person applies for the purchase of the same 
hou'?• preference may be given to the 
aprJhcant who has the lesser income or the 
largest family. This Bill proposes to alter 
that, and _leave the matter practically at 
tho d1s.cretwn of the Minister. I suppose 
the Mimster will take into consideration 
those factors which induced the inclusion of 
the provision in the original Act. 

.Hon. W. FO_RGAN SM~TH: All those things 
will be taken mto conSideration. 

Mr. KI:\G: I see no reason whv we should 
depart from that. The man who has the 
lowest income should be considered, and the 
man. who has the largest family should be 
considered. I have outlined the e"entials 
that t~e. Bill should contain, and I hope 
the J\1Imstor Will give the matter earnest 
consideration. The last clause in the Bill 
providP, t,h::t land for t~e time being vested 
m the Mmtster. whiCh Is not the subject of 
a contract of salo and is not let to a tenant 
shall not be deemed to be rat,eable lanl 
That means that Crown land is not rateable, 
and that land become non-rateable as soon 
as it is acquired. \Ye have here further 
exemption from the payment of rat<>'', and 
the local authorities are going to suffer. It 
1s very regrettable that there are so many 
exomp~ions from the payment of local 
authonty rates. The local authorities have 
to carry out certain functions and their 
functions and duties are being' continually 
mcreased while their means of obtaining 
revenue arc being continually reduced. This 
is one means fo-r reducing~ their revenues 
and it is a wrong principle. I would lik~ 
to see all exemptions from pavment of rates 
knocked on the head, and all land made 
rateable. I have no opposition to the Bill 
but I have indicated where it mav be matm·i: 
ally improved, and I hope the ~1inister will 
accept those suggestions when we are in 
Committee. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Xanango): In discussing 
this Bill, one might analvse some of the 
speeches made by hon. nlembers opposite. 
The Minister stated that the reason why 
the principal Act has not been taken advan­
tage of by the workcers has been largely 
because of the increase in the price of 
material. 

Mr. GLEDSON:. And the delegation that 
Rtoppcd our supply of loan money. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : The Minister knows as 
well. as I do that the increase in the royalty 
on tnnber ha.s practically stopped any worker, 
unh" he Is 1!1 a very good financial position 
from building his own "home. It has actually 
fnghtened tho workers of this State from 
going on with the building of their homos as 
they did in days gone by. The hon. gentle­
nlan kno,vs that the enonnous increase in 
:·oyaltios caused an increase of 150 per cent, 
m. the cost of workers' homes as compared 
With the cost a ~ew years ago. The hon. 
member for IpswiCh stated that the reason 
why the Government could not put the 
Workers' Homu Act in operation was largely 
because of the delegation, while the Minister 
stated that the reason it was not taken 
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advantage of by the ':'orke}'S was because 
material was too expensive. Anyone c~n see 
that these two arguments are not consistent. 
There is ono thing which has had a. g_reat 
bearing on the :natter that the l\Imister 
neglected to mentwn, and that Is the sectiOn 
which provides that a pu;·chaser has to take 
out a life in.mrance pohcy with the Stat.e 
Government Insurance Office. That IS 
,111other burden on the man who desires to 
build a home for himself. 

M!·. CiLEDSOX: You know that is not 
correct. Thcj• arc not compelled to take 
out life ins!wance policies. 

i\lr. EDW ARDS : I am not going to take 
anv advice from that preacher of cla:·•· 
hatred. The advice of a man who preaches 
class hatred i•• no good to anyone. 

l\h. GLEDSOX: You have no right to make 
misstatements. 

lvir. EDWARDS: If I were to make the 
fa.lse statements that the hon. member makes, 
I "ould be afraid to face the House. I say 
without hesitation that the section providing 
for a leasehold tenure has also had a groat 
·deal to do with the workers not takmg 
·1dvantage of the Act. Ever:·. worker. who 
wishes to acquire a home c!eoJ res a. bit of 
freehold th>tt he can one day crtll his own, 
and I ccm ouvinccd that hon. members 
opposite would rather haYe a home on a bit 
-of freehold than on a leasehold. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: You are wrong. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: I am convinced that the 
hon. member for Rosewood would not take 
up leo'<ehold country. I am satisfied that 
his farm is freehold or he can make It 
fmehold if he likes. ' The object of every 
man in acquiring a home is to have a home 
that he can one day call his own. The 
Minister also stated that advantage had not 
been taken of the principal Act because it 
was badly mutilated in the Cppe~· House. 
I understand that that is absolutely mcorrect. 
as the onlv amendment inserted in t.he 1919 
Bill in the 'rppcr House was that land shoul_d 
not be acquired from public parks. That Is 
another instanc0 of misrepresentation by hon. 
members on the other side of the House. 
The blame is put on to anybody ~o long as 
the Labour party do not have to carr;r I~. 
I am convinced that tins amcndmg Dill IS 
introduced as another sop to the workers. 
The L\ct which was passed in 1919 has not 
been of anv advantage to the workers, as 
nothing ha~ been done under it. and th!s 
Bill is brought in to amend the Act. It .Is 
a groat pity that we cannot get down to ~ohd 
ground and really assist the worker who IS m 
need of assistance. The only way to do that 
is in the first place, to create confidence m 
the people that the State. is going to be 
carried on on a sound bash. The Govern­
ment talk about the hundreds of thous.ands 
of pounds Y.hich have. been t_aken by private 
mYners out of the timber mdustry. They 
the1:1seh·os take a largo amount by way of 
rovaltv out of the industry, and then tell 
th~ w;rkers tha.t they are out to g·ive them 
cheap honws. The thing is ridiculous. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Many of the 
men in your electorate have made fortunes 
out of t'imher. after first getting the land 
at half a crown an acre. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: That has happened, and 
it should be stopped; but what do the Go· 
vernment do? When they charge royal tie'\ 
are they doing any better? They have taken 
hundreds of thousands of pound, out of the 
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timber industry, and they have not put it 
back again. Further, they have had that 
timber hauled over roads which have had to 
be kept up by the struggling ratepayers in 
those districts. 

The SECRETAHY FOil :WINES : Considering the 
maladministration in connection with timber 
by our predecessors in your own electorate, 
you should not say anything about this Go­
vernment. You ought to condemn the pro· 
vious Administration~ 

Mr. ED\Y ARDS: I am not speaking about 
tho pre,·ious Administration. It is a paltry 
attitude on the part of the .f\linister to go 
b:1ck thirty or iorty yearo, and point to 
someboch who did wrong in those days, 
instead of doing the right thing and looking 
ahead at the present time. 

The chief argument used by hon. members 
opposite has been with re3pect to the delega­
tion. That is the only cry they ean raise. 
The :\lin'ster pointed out that it would not 
have been good businc:3s proposition to 
build house. under the 1919 Act on account 
of the high price of materials; but hon. 
members fJchind him say that houses would 
have heen built if the delegation had not 
stoppcJ the GoYornn1ent frmn !{etting loan 
moncv. I mention that to ciww hew mislead­
ing a\·e the statc1nents made by hon. lnorn­
bers opposite. In the interests of the State 
i<o is time this sort of thing was stopped. Let 
ns g·ct down to bedrock and do something 
for tlw interests of the State, and create con­
fidence in the country so that people will be 
encouraged to build their own homes. I 
feel sure that I am expressing the eentiments 
of the workers in this direction. 

Mr. GREEK (TownsTilll'): I feel snre 
that this m0a·ure, Y.hich i. Lrought forwar.d 
to enable workers to acquire homes of then 
own, will meet with the ardent support of 
the wellwi>heT of the worker or of any other 
individual in the community. At the same 
time. it seem' to me to lend colour to the 
sugg·estion which has been made-that this 
Bill like manv other mca~.urh brought m 
this' se csion h~s been introduced with the 
object of getting votes at the forthcoming 
election. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IJXES: iYe got a lot in 
Townsville a few days ago. 

Mr. GREEK: This Dill amends in certain 
rc .. ·pects the Act v.-hich was passed in 1919. 
It sec!'ns vcrv strange that tho provisions of 
the 1919 Act· have not been a vailed of by the 
\Yorkcr,~ i11 this Sta .. te, and rnany reasons ha:e 
been given for that not being done. We 
rocoo·ni-<.' that fron1 manv causes the housing 
acco;;.1modation in the State is limited, par­
ticularlv in the large centres of popu!atio!". 
It is verY difficult to get homes, and lt Wlll 
bcnef1t th,::_ connnunity to haye a Gah;.;factory 
me<:snre brought fm:ward to assi~t in that 
clircction. One of t.he great obJections to 
thie measure is that it lays down the pnn­
cipl0 of leasehold tenure. It does not matter 
whether we consider that le«eehold is as good 
as freehold, the fact remains that the 
worker;, of the State and others wdl not 
bnild home" for themselves under leasehold 
tenure. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: \Vhat nonsense! 

Mr. GREEK: There is no nonseme about 
it I can weak as to the industrial workers 
i~ the com.mnnity in which I live. Allot­
ments haYc been thrown open under lease-

Mr. Green.] 
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hold in the best portions of Townsville, and 
the people there havf) absolutely refused to 
build their residences on such allotments. 

lHr. HARTLEY : There is great competition 
for perpetual leases in Rockhampton. 

Mr. GHEEN: I am only speaking of my 
own experience. l'cople like freehold tenure 
iu connection with their own homeo. An 
Englishman's home is •·upposed to be his 
castle, and he has always looked upon his 
home as a sacred spot. If the tenure is made 
freehold, I feel sure that many people will 
then avail themselves of the facilitJCs pro­
vided by the Dill. 

Another qu~stion is with reo;ard to the 
increased cost of building. The high price 
of rnaterials has prevented private indivi­
duals as well as those who huve the privi­
lege ~f con1ing under such a tncasure as this, 
!rum building residence.:'. Those 1vho have 
sufficient money to build hou· •cs for lot .iug pur­
poses are also prevented and hindered by the 
operation of the Fair Rents .\et, particularly 
in the N orthorn centres, owing to the bare 
margin of profit which is allowed. There 
arc also 1nany other adverse conditions 
affectin~ property in Northorn centres, such 
as wea~ and tear in connection with the 
climate and the clangor from cyclones. A 
man would be foolich to invcct any of his 
capital in residences ]f he desire-d a decent 
interest from his inve•,tment. 

A GovERXME;.;T MEMBER: Surely, you are 
not saying that cyclones prevent people from 
taking advantage of the Act' 

Mr. GHEE='f: I am talking about the pos­
sibility of obtaining homes, and of the c"us~s 
which prevent, not only the workers of the 
State from taking advantage of the Act, but 
also private individuaL, from investing their 
capital in building homes for letting. 

vYe know that the royalty or stumpagc 
charge has ~pat.erially affected the pricJ of 
timber. The price of timber has made it 
almost impossible for workers in this State 
to procure homes of their own. It is direct 
taxa.tion on everybody in the community. 
No doubt the severe royalties placed upon 
the timbe;· \vere responsible for the increase 
in price. The hon. member for Nanango, 
notwithstanding the unfair imputation on th~ 
hon. member for Ipswich, "as quite right in 
his statement just now that the compulsorv 
provision regarding ~nsurance prevented 
many workers from takmg advantage of the 
Act passed in 1919. 

Mr. GLEDSO:!: It IS an optional provision. 
Mr. GREEN: It ;, only optional in cases 

where the insurhnce companies will not 
accept the ri•lk. Why not be straightforward 
when dealing with a measure of this kind? 
Section 17 of the 1919 Act reads-

" The purchaoer shall, unless exempted 
as hereinafter provided, effect and until 
the contract of sale is fully performed 
keep in operation an insurance with the 
State Government Insurance Office upon 
his life, in the form prescribed. in an 
amount sufficient to pay to the Minister, 
in the event of the death of the pur­
chaser, the fuE amounts of the unpaid 
purchase money and other moneys 
secured bv the contract of mlo aPd this 
Act. Such policy of life insurance shall 
bo deemed to be incorporated with the 
contract of sale and form part thereof. 
and the policy shall be assigned to and 
held by the Minister: Provided that the 
Minister in his discretion may accept in 
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lieu of the policy of insurance aforesaid. 
any existing policy of life insurance 
which, in the Minister's opinion, is a 
sufficient security : 

"Pro,·ided that the Minister, in his 
discretion, may exempt any purchaser 
from compliance with this section npon 
being satisfied that-

(u) The purchaser is unable to pa'•S 
any medical test pre·eribed as a con­
dition for life insurance; or 

(b) The payment of life insurance 
premiums wuuld, by rea.son of the age 
of the purchaser, be a hardship upon 
him." 

I think that any fair-minded munber in this 
House will agree that the horl. member for 
1'\anango stated the exact position. The 
Minister also stated that the G pp or House 
mutilated the Bill; but what do we find? 
We find that the Bill, as finally agreed to,. 
was practically the same as when it left this 
House. There were only te1.o slight amend­
ments in it. One prevented the Government 
from taking- park land, and the other was 
only a slie;ht amEndment. It is the com­
pulsory insurance clause which has prevented 
the workers from taking advantage of the· 
Act; and I am afraid that in connection 
with this measure the workers will likewise 
be prevented from taking advantage of it. 
Hon. members opposi'e are continually talk­
ing- about the delegation being responsible 
for preventing the Government from obtain­
ing the necessary loan money to carry out 
public works in this State. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is the object they went 
home for. 

Mr. GREEN: Members opposite say that 
it is because of the deleg·ation that workers' 
homes were not constructed under the Act 
which was passed in 1919. 

Mr. I-lARTLEY: That is one of the results. 

Mr. GREEN: I would remind the hon. 
member for Fitzrov that in the 1919 Act the 
rroney was to be ,:aised by debentures to be 
issuccl in Queensland. (Opposition laughter.) 
I have no hesitation in Baying that it was 
not the delegation that prevented money 
from coming to the State. It was the actions 
of the Government which destroved the honour 
and the credit of the State and so prevented 
money from coming· hero. We know that since 
the p;-esent Government came into office they 
ha.ve increased the loan indebtedness by 
£30,000,000, although th~y received a record. 
revenue last year amounting- 'o over 
£12,000,000. They also spent £4,000,000 out 
of the Trust Funds ; so how ean they contend 
that the delegation prevented money from 
coming hero? It "'" not the delegation that 
prevented the Government getting money, 
and that is not the reason why workers' 
homes have not been constructed under the 
principal Act. 

Mr. FRY (Kur:l7Ja) : When the Bill was 
introduced in 1919 J supported it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Then, why not 
let it go through now? 

Mr. FRY: If the Government have a total 
clisregard of the hardships of the people who 
ha YO been '' anting houses, that is no reason 
why I should let the Bill go through witho?t 
debate. On the last oc~asion I gave the Bill 
all the support I could, but the Government. 
have not carried out any of the provisions of 
that Act. Not one house has been erected 
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under its provisions. I would ue lacking in 
my duty if I allowed that state of afiairs to 
continue without referring to it. This is 
what I said in speaking ou the Bill in 1919-

" lY1r. FRY: I welcome this Bill, and 
intend to support it. The demand for 
houses in Brisbane cannot bo denied. 
The house shortage at presont is 
appalling. There arc people coming to 
Brisbano and the citi:·) generally, and 
they aro unable to ob~ain houses. The 
houses that become ·, ltcant are very few, 
and people offe1: big prices for them. 
The Conunonwealth GoYernn1ent 
evidently roco;;nised this when th··y intro­
duced the scheme for the soldie>;' homes. 
The difference between the t"., schemes 
is that ono is to be leasehold and the 
other freehold. \\'ith these t\\"'J schemes 
in operation there is going to be a great 
demand for land surrounding the cities. 
I hope tho competition bet•1 ecn the Com­
Jnonwealth and State Goverllmonts \vill 
not have the effect of increasing the price 
of l":nd. If there is going to be any 
clashmg at all I hope some arrangements 
can be come to bY which the claims of 
tho soldiers will be considered. I am 
SL!pporting this Bill bc<Jause I think it 
is a step in the right direction. I have 
suggested its introduction several times. 
with, of course, a little difference in the 
case of ownership, for instance. ' I con­
sider that the worker after a stated 
period. should have th'e opportunitv of 
becoming the owner o£ the freehold" but 
our differing on that noint ··hould not 
interfere with the pas;ing of the Bill. 
I recognise that in timo to come the 
people themselves will decide by refer­
endum or otherwise, whethe; the pro­
perty w luch they hold as leasehold is to 
continue as such or be converted into 
freehold. 'I'h1s same question. bv the 
v. ay, came up in connection with s~ldier 
settlements. Some of the soldiers said 
to me that the: would sooner have free­
hold. I nid, ·' Look here, boys, take it 
as leasehold, tllon later on vou will be 
able to decide, by referendum of the 
people, whether it is to become freehold." 

Later en I said-

. " To my mind, the g·reatest obstacle 
ll1 the wav of acquiring a home is the 
sc~urrng of a depo~it, and. in connection 
With the. workers' dwelling, the secnring 
of the piece of land. In my own case, 
the greatest obstacle to my owning a 
horn~ was that I was unable, out of my 
earm_ng", to keep a family and save 
sufficient mono.:r to pa v the deposit. 
Eventually, howBver, I S('Cured the de­
posit, and then got my home fairlY easilv. 
I therefore have s,·mpath'v wi'th th!s 
Bill, bcrnu1:~ I knov,; V there nvre thou~ands 
thr?u!l"hout the. State who are p!ace-d in 
a sunilar po•,1t1on." 

And later still I said-

" These how;;es ar·e not going to be 
the boon that hon. members may think, 
unleso the travelliug to and from the 
city is made more rcawn,.ble. Tho 
reason why house property within a 
penny section of the city is so Bxpensive, 
is because the cost of travelling makes 
it hcavv for a familv. If a workman 
resides "at a place which costs him 3d. 
or 4d. to reach the city, and he has a 
number of children, travelling becomes 

verv xpcnsive; and, when that i ,, added 
to the cost of the home, his house does 
not become as cheap as it appears on the 
surface." 

Those extracts will show that I gave the 
Bill all the support I could. The House 
considered th, matter of such vital import­
ance that it gave the Government £25,00Q, 
to go on with the work, but they have not 
spent a pmmy. And now they come here· 
and talk about an amending Bill, and about 
the Upper House having mutilated thB 
original Bill! No man with an atom of 
comrrion senso-no man 1d1o can understand, 
even the alphabet-can believe that the 
Government are justified in that attitude. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was the worst. 
time in the history of the State for building. 
Material was never so high in price. 

Mr. FRY: Was it not the worst time in 
the history of QLJC<msland for the people who 
\YantC'd homes? Vl as it not a fact th~t. 1n 
and around Brisbane one family was hvmg 
in a hous-e and another under the house? 
(Laughter.) I have seen that myself. I >yas 
called in to observe what was actually _gomg 
on; yet the Minister ha, the. tementy to 
sav that that was the worst tune to start 
to"build. I know that the prices of material 
were high, but does that fact justify the 
Government in compellmg the people to g_o 
on living under conditions which were det~·I­
mental to their health and generally undesu·­
abie? The interj-ection of the Minister does 
not display any great statesmanship, and, 
moreover it falls to the ground when we 
hear on~ of his strongest supporters ~ay 
that the Act was not put mto operatwn 
because the Government could not g·et l_oan 
money. As the reprm,entative of. let workmg­
class community, I would be fmlmg m. the 
discharge of my duty if I did not cn ti<;Ise 
the Government and tell them w·hat I thmk 
of their actions in this matter. 

Too many party political considerati<;ms 
ha.e been introduced into measures whwh 
have been placed before this House. I. have 
seen a Bill introduced which was practwally 
a replica of something ah,eady on the 
statute-book. Even minor amendn~ents have­
been brought in with a view to giVing hon. 
members on the Government side the oppor­
tunitl· to make speeches whiCh would bB 
popular with the people ontoide. That may 
be all right so far as pnvate n:embers of 
Parliament are concerned, but It IS not good 
statesmanehip. The Government must rea­
Iis"e that character has a value as well as 
material. Material has a cm·tam value_; 
manual labour has a certain value; ~ut It 
must also be borne in mind that thoro Is the 
over-shadowing consideration of chara9ter. 
The cho.racter of a Government IS determmed 
by their acts. 

Atr. HARTLEY: You aro just about pumped 
out. 

M 1•. FRY: I am not at all !'':'mpcd 
out, nor shall I desist in my <;rmcism; 
but if the hon. member were smcere m 
fighting for the work in!) man's _intrrcsts. as 
I am he would not be sittmg qmetly bchmd 
the Government and giving support to the 
amendment; he would bo standi;'g up and 
tolling the Government that they snould have 
done something before now. There IS no 
genuine excuse for their not havi':g money. 
If there is any reason at all, It IS because 
the Government have not _done the rig:ht 
thing. Have we not heard mcon·ect rephes, 

Mr. Fry.] 
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given to questions asked in this House? Is 
it not a fact that at intervals we hav-e asked 
the same questions and got different l'Cplics? 
These are things which determine the charac­
ter of a Government. Repudiation is a 
matter which d 'termines the character of a 
·Govornrncnt. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

:'vir. FRY: And it must be borne in mind 
that in questions af finance the same rule 
q1plics to a Government as to a business 
house or a priYatc indiYidual. A.nv n1an ill 
this Chamber would bo very cha'rv about 
lending n1oncy to a person vvho waS k11own 
~o .c ropudJato his agrecrnont'~, or give false 
11110l'n1abon, 01~ make mislc,ading staten1ents. 
Ho wauld consJdor whether it was worth his 
;v_hile. A_ busifJ_ess rnan's credit depcnds upon 
•liS stand mg, h1s character; and the Govern­
ment's credit depends upon their character. 
If they say_ that they have no money because 
of a ccrtam delegation, I say they confess 
that they have lo•,t their cr-edit and their 
good character. It is a shockino- state of 
affairs that any Government shguld come 
into this Chamber and tell us that because 
tbree men went to England and spoiled their 
-credit they could not build workers' homes. 

It is a shocking state of affairs 
[3 p.m.] that they have "O lost their self-

respect that ihev will make such 
a confession to a representative Chamber in 
a democratic communitv, Tber,e is no excuse 
for the Gavernment nc;t going on with this 
scheme. This _Chamber voted £25,000, which, 
even when timber was dear would have 
provided at least 600 houses, a;,.d the" would 
have settLed 600 families, with a consequent 
relieving of the overcrowding. 

:'>h. \VEIR: Y on are a financial genius to 
talk about bOO hous•' being built for £25,000. 

!Vfr. FRY: I may ha.ve made a slip of 
th<c tongue. If it is onl} sixty houses, the 
Gavornmont can have no excuse. They have 
nat built one house. Thev have not even 
pur, in the stumps ar purchased the stump 
ce.ps-wh1ch cost about 3d. All they consider 
1;;, what 1.<;; going t,J get them votl'~. Have 
we not watched the progress of the Go­
vernn1ent since 191:]? Have V\'O not seen 
~he \}overnmcnt, tinle and time again, bring­
rng m measures at seasonable opportunities? 
Ha.ve they not from time to time been look­
ing for interjections from hon. members of 
the Oppaeition upon which they could malw 
a vote-catching cry? This Bill is in the 
Bame category as are all their actions con­
cerning Yote-catclcing. The Government 
luve not given any legitimate reason why 
they shonld not have gone on with the 
scheme. Had the Government gone on 
building workers' homes the unemployed 
would hn ve been assisted, and the burden 
upan the poor working man would have been 
lightened. It ma:c be that the price of 
~mldmg matenal has been high and that 
1t was the worst time in the history of 
Queensland to go on building; but it also 
must be remcmbf'rt'd that the working man 
wa~ having a l;Ytr~ ti:~nc; and the employment 
wlnch the hmldmg of these houses would 
hav~. pr?vidcd would have kept their 
famll1es m :.t le: et a little comfort. Why 
shauJ.d we take the advice of the Minister 
and allow this Bill to go through without 
discue'-ion? \Ye wonJ.d be unworthy af the 
confidcnc•' r>f the people who have reposed 
their tru t in ue were we to do so. I want 
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to see the Government hko eome active 
stq>s in the direction of bnildina- those 
homo·,, and at the same time not bput up 
those weak excuses, which come onl·p from 
people who have boon spending the coun­
t.I-y's money in an extravagant -v, ay. If this 
wore not a pa,rty Hauso, tho Government 
would have been put out befare to-day 
be ::a use they ha Ye not a bsorvcd the instruc: 
tions of T'"'rliarnent. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
gcntlcm'm is guilty of tedious repetition. 

:Mr. FEY: If so, I am not aw:ue of 
the face .. \ onco prominent member of 
this Chamber-the late Premier-told us 
that, if wo wanted to mako a thing felt, 
we had to repeat is aver and over again. 
I accept his advice. 

The SPEAKER : 
gentleman is guilty 
an:l I e hall have to 
seat. 

Order : The hon. 
of tedious repetition, 

ask him to re<>ume his 

l\Ir. SIZER (.Yundah): I have pointed out 
bdore that we ought to have more time to 
deal with legislation now by virtue of the 
fact that we have anly one Chamber. 'l'his 
l< gislation was said by the Government in 
1919 to be perfect. After three years, 
during which time the Act has lain darmant 
and the Govcrnn1ent ha vc not had a .chance 
to find anomalies as the result of adminis­
tration, it has become necessary for them to 
introduce a Bill to amend that ~\et. That 
is the strangeBt argument that could possibly 
b•c put forward in favour of havmg more 
time for the consideration of such legisla­
tion as this. It is remarkable that, when­
ever the Opposition oppose a measure, they 
arc told they a re trying to destray it and 
make it such that it cannot be administered. 
\Yhen they agree ta a principle-as we did, 
in the main, in connection with the prin­
cipal Act-the Government allow the Act 
to remain inactive. Then the Opposition 
ar,; accused of holding up proceedings when 
the-'· condemn such ridiculous amending 
legisla tian. 

I ha YO said on other measures that the 
Government have found a new love for the 
prlmary producers. i'-Jine-tenths of this ses­
sion have been taken up w1th leg1slatwn 
dcaJing with primary producers. The cry 
of the "Daily Standard"-" Why should 
the ' cocki es' get all this legislation?" -is 
evidently having some effect, and the Go­
vcrnme:rit are ru"·hing on industrial measures 
knowing that they have lost support in 
industrial centres. T,hcy deserve ta lose that 
support, by virtue of the fact that they have 
neglected those interests. They have had 
on their statute-book since 1919 the ·workers' 
Homes Act, for the administration of which 
£25,000 was voted by Parliament. Still, 
they have dane nothing. Yet t.he other day 
they passed a re.ilway which constitutes part 
of a scheme which will cast probably 
£2,000.000. They <'m find £2,000.000 for 
some pet scheme of their own, but they 
cannot find anv mane-.' to relieve the house 
shortage in Brisban~. That charge of 
inactivitv will have an effect on them at 
next election. It shows their insincerity. 
Every day they are trying to play off one 
section against the other. and I am con­
vinced that they must fall beb·een the two 
stools. 

I would like to know what is particularly 
wrong with tbe \Vorkers' Dwellings Act. I 
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have no serious objection to this measure, 
but I fail to see why it is necessary when 
we have the ·workers' Dwellings Act, which 
has prm·cd to be wund, and which has 
enabled the people of Quernsland to obtain 
homes cheaper than they can be obtained in 
other States in the Commonwealth. It seems 
that we are only burdening the statute-book 
by placing another Act on it containing the 
principles of >tn Act already passed. The 
vVorkers' Dwellings Act has been a success. 
Had this Government been responsible for 
that Act, there is not the slightest doubt 
that they would have worked it to death, 
and would have used it for all kinds of 
political purpose~. They realise that past 
Governments showed far more wisdom and 
soundness in legislation when they passed 
the V{orkerc-,' Dwellings Act. Tho Govern­
ment are endeavotuing to belittle that Act, 
and aro endeavouring to plrrce wme fantastic 
scheme on the statute-book in order to obtain 
some kudos. 

1\lr. COLLINS : The hon. member is ignorant 
of the attitude of this party when that Bill 
was before the HaLF·'· \Ye moved many 
amendments on it. 

Mr. SIZER : They moved amendments be­
cause they had 110 altnrnative. They worG 
not gamo to shnd up to their responsibilities 
and oppose it. I have looked through many 
speeches doli' erod by the hon. member for 
Bowen, and I do not think there is anyone 
more inconsistent than he is in his a.rguments. 
In 1919 hll said thr,t the Unemploc'ed 
\\' otkers' Bill. then introduced, was a perfect 
scheme, but that it did not go far enough 
for him. The principles contained in that 
Bill have si'lce been allowed to lie dormaJ,t 
without any prote't from him. ·when ihe 
Unemployed Vl-orkers Insurance Bill was 
introduced yesterday, he said it was a perfect 
Bill, although he said it did not go as 
far as the other ono which he also called 
perfect. 

Mr. COLLIKS: I said that the Biil intro­
duced in 1919 was a long way ah-earJ of the 
Bill introduced yesterday. Why don't you 
quote mo correctly? 

Mr. SIZER : The hon. gentleman has not 
the coura.ge of his convictions to stand up 
and say what he thinks. He has a political 
conscience which is like putty and can be 
moulded to suit his own purpose. It can 
be moulded into this shape to-day and that 
shape to-morrow, but still it is the same 
thing. The older the hon. gentleman gets 
the moro conson-ati ve he gets, and in a few 
more years he will be the most conservative 
man in this Chamber. The Government 
have allowed rack-renting to continue. They 
have allowed londlordism to continue, awl 
they ha Ye been C'rying " Shame" for years 
and years whilst at the same time they had 
an Act on the statute-book which they 
claimed would m·crcome all those difficulties. 
Still, the hon. rncrnbcr for Bo 1Yen is content 
to sit behind thr GoYcrnmcEt and allow them 
to drift, drift, drift, and further c·cploit the 
VYorkers. 

SUSPE:\SIO:\ OF SITTIXG FOR SOLAR 
ECLIPSE. 

At 3.15 p.m., 

The SPEAKER mid: I shall resume the 
chair at 4.45 p.m. 

The House resumed at the hour named. 

QUESTIONS. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LICEXSES TO SEARCH FOR 
PETROLEDl\1. 

Mr. CORSER (Bnrnett), in the absence of 
Mr. Logan (Lockyer), asked the Secretary for· 
Mines-

" Since 8th March, 1920, how many 
applications for licenses to search for 
petroleum have been received, and in 
what localities"? How many of such­
applications have been-( a) granted; 
(b) refused?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Padrlington) replied-

District. 

Brisbane .. 
Blackall .. 
Gym pie 
G!adstone 
Herberton 
Rockhampton 
Roma 

Totals 6559[----;- --1-

I1IPROVEi\IENTS AT IPSWICH RAILWAY STATION. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornbul) in the absence of 
::\Ir. Sizer (Tundah). asked the Secretary for 
Hailwa,·s-

,: 1. At \1 hat date wa-• the work of 
improving Ipswich Uailway Station com­
menced, and on whose authority was the 
\YOrk com1nenced? 

" 2. V\'hat was the estimated cost? 
" 3. vYhat sum has beon expended on 

the work to date aml what further sum 
is expected to b~ required to complete 
the work? 

"4. On what date was the work sus­
pended, and why"! 

" 5. When does he expect the work will 
be completed? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larrombo, J(epp' Z), replied-

" 1. In March, 1915, on the authority of 
the then Minister for Railways. 

" 2. £100,000. 
" 3. £121,335 spent to date, £62,000· 

required to complete. 
" 4. In December, 1920, owing to the 

unfortunate money boycott instituted 
against the Government. 

"5. The matter is under consideration." 

COST OF lKKERMAN IRRIGATION SCHEME. 

:Mr. SWAYNE (Jlirani) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. vYhat is the estimated cost of the 
Inkcrman irrigation scheme when com­
pleted 1 

" 2. Out of the wells sunk in connec­
tion with it, how many are defective? 

" \Vhat is the estimated output of the 
well-- and plant provided for pumping 
in the present schcrnc, in acre inch.es, 
durino- the eight-hour period to whwh 
work in the c mo Holds daily is limited by 
the present award'? " 
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The TREASL~RER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
•Chillt(foc) rcpliccl-

" 1. £400,000. 
" 2 «ncl 3. Tho infonnat1.m wili be 

obtainecl." 

'\VORKERS' HOMES ACT .\l\lE~D:\IE:\'T 
BILL. 

SEi'OXD READTNG-RESU}l~TJOX OF DEBATE. 

HoN. W. FORGAN S'IHTH (Jiack·ry) : 
,{}c.-ire to say £t £'- W \VOrJ3 in l'C'ply to ~Oill' 
<>f the points rai:s"~cl during the r··_ ursc vf 
this dcb:1te. 'Vhcn mo·:ing t~1e- s< ~OIHi re .d­
.ing l pukc only for a fe, · 1ninutes, but 
there are one or two rnattcrs that have been 
r0.£errcd to \Vhich call for a rrply fro1n n1c. 
The chief rnatter r .'iscd by holl. ! lC'lDbcr~ 
opposite is in connection with the fac' tho,t, 
althoug-h the principal r\ct ,..,-as pas:-cd in 
1919, r;o home··• ha no bc0n built under it 
anJ they co··tdc1nn the GoYcrn._;_:cnt Oll that 
ac<2ount. B:· way of interjoction. I stated th lt 
thcr'-" y;.:rl! ti.Yo chief ren~on wlrv horncs h,tvt~ 
not b. ''n built undpr the Act, "the princip:tl 
'lf the,•c being the shol'ta(~·- of loan monc" 
at thf' di'-po--al of th\2 GuYf'r'.',ncc-.2t. One c;f 
the cha1 gcs \YC ba ve to 111ak:~ t hon. 
IYle\tlbcrs oppo;;;itc,-ancl it is \YOL r _ pe::Lting 
on C\'Cry po·" iblc occ.·.-~ion when hJn. JllC!ll­

bers bring the n1atter up-js ._hat u shcrtogc 
.of loan funds had to be Lcc,j bY thio Goven:­
mcnt D'3 the rcsuh of the ·dt·l~~gnrioll \Vhich 
went OYcr:.C'as with a yjc-,_ · to rh-t1~1ag! ug the 
credit of the GoYcrnn1ent and, iLdirectly 1 

·of the State. 
GoVERNME;o;''l' l\fniBERS: He:u, hear! 
Hon. \Y. H. BAHNES: Y cry funny ! 

HoN. \Y. FORGA:"\ S.\IITH: If lC'ul 
funds arc not available, it i.-J only natnr _d. 
that no Governmcut cun go on with public 
-\?;ark::;. For a time the~ GoYC!'Il1l1('llt harl to 
curtail a good n1any of the lo:.tn works which 
it 'C's propo·ccd to iuitiatc. 

:Jir. \. o \VLES : You conld ha '.Te i:o-'3ucd 
.debentures under the prin, ipal Act. 

Hox. W. FORGA:\T S:'vliTH: It ie no use 
the leader of thf' Oppo.·ition i!ltNjocting 
that we could have is'mecl dobcuturef, 

Mr. Vmu><:s: \Vhy did you not take adnw­
tage of that provision in the A et '! 

Hox. W. FORGAN S:'lfiTH: It will be 
rcmcrubcrecl that, owing to the opP.rations of 
this boycott, the Government had to raise 
locnl loans to carry out ur;:-ent public works 
withi!l the State. It is ridiculou· in the 
e\·trc;no to -,ay that thn Govcrnn1cnt could 
have j~. ued dCbenturcs for hD'lSing purpo:cs 
under the principal Act, aul at the same 
time issue a loan for urgent public works 
locally. That was thn position with which 
the Government were faced and for which 
hon. members opposite, throuorh their organ­
isations outside, \VC re to a

0 

la.rg J Bxtent 
responsible. Happily that attl'mpt \Vas not 
fully sucm ssful; but it staved the hand of 
the~ Government for a tin;c in connection 
with their developmental policy. The 
·Government aro now in a nosition to ombark 
on public worko. of a constructive character 
amongst \\'hi 0 h the workers' homos are 
included. \V e have provided on the Esti­
mates of my department this year a sum 

·of £50.000, and I intand at a verv earlv 
date after this Bill goes through to 'i"itiat·e 
works under the Act with n view to provicl­
ing \vorkers' home'3. Provi~ion '\vill be n1ade 
in drawing up the scheme to see that cert,li,J 

[Hon. W. F'organ Sm .. th. 

things are not done -vrhich hon. n1en1bcrs 
anticiratf~ v.,:i]l be. One hon. 1nmnbcr oppo~ 
~ite su~·?·~~ ,te-d ihat thl'''C houses will all be 
bui!t i,;· the metropolitan area. This Goycru­
lllL'nt is 11ot a Qnt'"cn~strect Go'·~·:...•rnrncnt. ;ye 
reproscl!t the \Yhole of Queensland. and I 
"iil "•e to it that the districL in the Northern, 
Cu1t, al, and \Y est ern portions of the tlt::tte 
c1re fairl 0 treated in allocation of the funds. 

Then. with regarcl to the high coot of build­
ing construction, wo kn<nv thu t shortly after 
the principal Act was passocl in 1919 the cost 
o~' building COll'Jrnction soarcJ upwards in 
l1uccnsland and throughout Australia and 
rcctclwd apex about 1820. \Ye know that 
housi11g· of this character depend on 
the itbility of the workc1 , to carcy out the 
contract: entered into bct\Y0!~ll the Go\·cnl­
lHcnt anJ thcrnsdves. Co.::.sequontly, it is no 
u::e introducing a Yl:orli::er 1' honH's 2cherne 
\Yhere the houses are of such a rost]y charac­
ter that the interc ,t and rt:demption"' on thorn 
would l'eprl:.ont a \{.-e~:kl:-;.- or 1nonthly rcpa)'­
lll"Ilt L:o high for the work~r::s' wagf~S to 
cnpb]c th m to pa:· it. That i amply borne 
ont i.l conncc:tio11 ·with the sen.-ic'· hornc·~. 
y,-~ kno1 that th~...'r· haY.::~ a. good n1any 
diflicu:ties in connection with the .adn1inLtra­
ticn of the \Yar Seryi(" I-:!onH ~ Act. Smno 
huge blunders vvere 1uade by tb:) Conunon­
v:eatth GoYer:nncnt in re ,;ard to tlH~ \var 

home·_. I do not p:fopose to refer to 
cl lail. beyond Paying that there was 

a hug-e expun-d.iture of public func.L-;, invoh-ing 
gT' !os' to the people of the Commonwealth. 
v. the taxpayers later on will haYe to 
..:. boulder. But therG is thi3 cleat~ analog-y 
tu be borne in mind, that, "' a rc'mlt of that 
fa11ltv aJrnil]jstrntion, th(' rost of the v.-ar 
·cryife honH~- is i1nposing tou hi;;h a burd0n 
on the f', cupunts of those home ~ The Com­
nloll'"·t::alih initiated variou n1cdwds of con­
~t uetiou. l__., ·er on they adoph=-d the nwthod 
of ha ,,-jr:g th~._•ir own SH \~nnilb. ~upp]_.. inq· 
tilnbcr tlll'rE;frorn to the cr:.ntr;;;_ ~ors in SODlC 

c 1S s. I arn not condcn1nid!2," thr' contractor:::. 
in any V\ ay, but ''hat ''";-.. the~ posit.lon? 
Thr contractors for nHlJ1Y o£ thosp hon1c~ h;1d 
to tflkc OYer tin1ber, join~cry, and other build­
ing n~t~ltcrials at tho boo}.:: values of the \Yar 
Scrvic·· I-lor:H:s Commission. and tho"-: book 
v<.ducs \\ere based on the hi·)·hp-:;t pricf-·, which 
proYailcd during the war period. 

~1s a con .,qucnce, the majority of those 
nomu aro oyer-capitalised to the extent of 
£150. An adjustment boc: rd has been at 
'' ork of late. and I understand it has written 
dov.n values; but the po.,ition is that the 
n1cn 1rho too\ up those homes, in a gr0at 
rrwjority o: irr"·tanccs, in every Stato in the 
Cornmonwo~lth, are carrying a financial 
burden of capitalisation altogether too great 
fnr then1 to bear, having regard to the 
incorrws they are rnaking at the pre~,ont ti1ne. 
If a scheme of vvorkers' hon1os i·s to be a 
sound onL, then the cost must be curtailed, so 
that when a building is completed it will 
come within the capanity of the man who 
takr·; up the homo to meet his obligations 
under the terms of the contract. If the 
Goyornment had entered into a large housing 
scheme at a time \vhen building n1atcrials 
and costs were high, then the workel'S would 
haYc l:··cn called upon to pay int--rut and 
rcdcomption on a capitalisation higher than 
is a fair burden for them to bo Lallod upon 
to bear. 

Tbcse two points which I have outlined 
l~riefl v are the reaE:ons 'vhv the Govern1nent 
have" not embarked on this scheme at an 
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"'urlicr date. First, there was the conspiracy 
o:' the anti-Labour forc~s in Queensland; and 
secondly, the high cost of construction. 
J-lowever, building co.·ts have con1e down 

""onsiderably, and we shall be able to embark 
on this scheme with considerable advantage 
to the workers. It must be borne in mind 
that the men who come within the ambit of 
this Act are men in receipt of an income of 
less than £260 per annum. It deals with 
people who arc not able to take advantage 
of tlw provisions of the Vv' orkers' Dwellings 
Act. We were only able to continue build­
ing under that scheme to a limited extent, 
bE:cause the worker concerned has to put 
down a fair amount of the cost himself, and 
he was not in a position to do so. Under this 
scheme a man is only called upon to pay 5 per 
-cent. of the cost of the building as a deposit. 
'The hon. member for Enag-,.er"' condemned 
that policy; but anyone who knows anything 
at all about building schemes, oitlwr under the 
\Vorkcrs' Homos Act, under the War Service 
HornPs Act, or under building socictic..; or 
frienr1ly ·~ocictios, '"ill recognise the absolute 
necessity of having euch a provision in the 
Bill. H is MCl'S'arv that tlwre ,,honld be a 
financ~al r~~q)()n~:bi!it~y on the rnon takin~ 
oYer the~ home so that l1c '.Ylll ho intorc-;ted 
in conUnuing· his payi11Pnt~. If illf'l1 \;ere 
able to bke up homo' wiih no financial ob!i­
gation8, thcv ·would have no direct interest 
in rompl1'ti1;p; th0 purchaFc, and :-.Jll10 n10n 
1nig!1t bP Ji'··posccl to C'J.rry on nntil Sl>ch timo 

d .c1nt _ :·ic &et ion ha.d to h ~ tn kc~n 
th0n1. neT ir!sl~ting QD thf' 5 ('('Tit. p ~~t 
t}lc'i'P jr, a guarantee~ of rhe fides of tho 
J)l'Oc,;;J)fetive l)Urcha~·en-: 

rrbc question of in:-uranc,~ has boen raised. 
I consider that to be one of the c;ood pro­
Tision- jn the principal ~Aet. The lHt~·n1ont-: 
v"-hidl are 111ade month1v will co\rer interest 
and redemption on the ·total larrn. and thev 
will also cover the cmj of mcintcnance and 
repairs, and the cost of imurance on the life 
of the contracting party. It has also this 
advantage~tbat the purchaser is insured for 

the balance of the term of the 
[5 p.m.] loan. Collsequently, n misfm-

tune ovcrtu.kcs him, and he dies, 
his wi:low and family will ha vc a decent 
home "" a free asset without anv further 
burden. That is one d the attractive pro­
-vision~) )f this ~chemc, if considC'rC'd propf?rly. 

I thi1k those remarks coYer the points 
raised bv hon. members opposite. I thought 
!t neccsmry to n1ake this r0ph· in Yif-;\-; of 
the mislt'prc•entation' of tho p"osition which 
have hem made by hem. members opposite. 
I hone 'hat the Bill will now go through 
speedily. and that we shall he able to go 
aho,,d wi,h the scheme and provid0 for many 
-of the vorkers of Qucocnsland the home-, 
which they are unable to ge-t at present. 

Questim-That the Bill be now read a 
·second tine-put and passed. 

COM}IITTEE. 

(Mr. King, Logan, in the chair.) 

'Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 

Clause 5--" Amrndmcnt of section 9-Con­
tracfR of :ale"-

Mr. MOORE (A.ubirrny): I would like to 
know the reason for this e,mendment of sec­
tion 9 of the principal Act, which seems to 
be perfe~t!y satisfactory. The first para-

graph of subsection (3), which it 1s proposed 
to rerwal, roads-

" ~Where more persons than one apply 
to become purchasers of the same home, 
preference may be given to the apphcant 
who has the lesser income or the more 
numerous family, provided he is of good 
character and the Minister is satisfie_d as 
to his ability to perform the contract of 
sale." 

At 5.3 p.m., 
The CHAIR~IAN took the chair. 

Mr. MOORE: 'That seems to bo a reason­
able proposition. It layo down a definite 
principle on ·which the ::\linister may act. It 
provides that the man with the smaller 
income or the 1nore nu1nerous family shall 
have prcforcncc, and we all kno·,y that it is 
more difficult for a man with a nuuerous 
family to g·et a 'house than one w\th a small~er 
familv or with no family at al1. The B1ll 
proposes to substitute the following pro­
vision:-

" ·where more persons than ono apply 
to become purchasers of the same home, 
the Minister. after taking into considera­
tion the pHticular circumsta_nces. of each 
-of such persons, may in h1s d1 -crdwn 
decide which person, if any_. shaH be 
eligible to enter into the contract of 
sale." 

It seems to me that it would lw far more 
satisfactory to the individual who wants to 

·.'?nre a hon1e to baYe it {{f'flnitely ~t~t(1d in 
the Act '' hich applicant shall he given pre-
fercnce. 
Ho~. \\' FORGAN SMITH (Hackay): 

There is nothing ycry vit 1l in t!1is, as ~he 
hon. mcmbPr for Aubign:. points out. 'Ihe 
alteration has been :o-uggestcd b7 the_ man­
ager of the State Arlnmces. Corporation as 
an improvement. All the pomts cnumer":ted 
bv tho hon. member would be taken mt_o 
c0nsidcration by the Minisi,•r, aml thc apph­
cant who was in the greatc-+. n. ed of a 
home wonld get it. A:,snmc that half a 
dozen people ·ere after the smnr house. each 
of the half dozen having the mme number 
in familv and the same income, and all of 
them be1nv able to complete_ the contract of 
; "le according· to t.ho reqUirements '?f. the 
Act. to ~-hich of the six would the Mm1stor 
decide to "iYc it? It is better to. place 
in the hands of the Ministcr the discrchonar:· 
po~.,cr ·conferred b:1 the clause. _All _the 
factors bearing on the case will be mqUlred 
into and the man most in nocd of a home 
will' get it. 

Mr. T. R. ROBER'TS (Rust Toownoml,,): 
I he,vo looked up this matter. and I find 
that the clause is in conformity with the 
regulatiom applying to Daceyville, in New 
South ·wales. I recognise that where the~e 
is more than one application someone w1!l 
have to make the decision as to which apph­
cant shall get the house. 

Mr. VOWLES (Da/byl : I do not think t~is 
clause is satisfactory. The original Act d!S· 
tinctlv lavs down the basis upon which 
the 1\finist.er shall act in ee,ch instance. 

Hon. \\'. FORGAN SliiiTH: No; the Act 
lavs -clown that the one with the lesser income 
or" the more numerous family shall get the 
house. 

Mr. VO\YLES: We have an Act of Par­
liament which has been on the statute-book 
for some considerable time. and which has 

Mr. Vou:les.] 
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not been put into operation; and it has been 
decided to amend it before it has been put 
i';lto operation in the form original!:,- cast, 
stmpl,\ because a man who has had nothing 
whatever to do with it--

Hon. \V. FoRGA~ SMITH: He has had vast 
experience in connection with a bnsiness of 
a similar character. He has been in charge 
of workers' dwellings, and the same depart­
ment will administer both systems. 

Mr. VOWLES: He has not had to deal 
with a provision similar to this. 

Ho~. \V. FoRGA:<~ S1IITH: I understand that 
all right; but the manager of the State 
Advance, Corporation has had vast experi­
ence in dealing with workers' homes. 

Mr. VOWLES : \Yhere did he obtain that 
experience? 

Hon. W. FORGAN S1IITH : In councction 
with workers' dwellings. 

Mr. VOWLES : A man will be subject to 
certain conditions, just as he would be if 
he were dealing with a building society. If 
he make, default, there is a very heavy 
penalty. When a man goes on to a com­
munal settlement, or however you like to 
describe it, he obtains the right to occupy a 
building under certain conditions and on a 
de!inite basis which is laid down. Once the 
building is erected it is definitclv provided 
which applicant shall have preference. I do 
not know why the :Minister shonld want to 
decide between rival applicants, as we have 
a machinery section to deal with that matter. 
'!.'he l\Iinister should not want to be worried 
with things of that kind. When thpre is any 
difficulty the applicants can draw lots. 

Hon. \V. FORGA~ s~!ITH: They can still 
do that. 

Mr. VOWLES: That principle is being 
cut out. The Minister will now have to 
decide between rival claims, and it will cause 
hi111 unnecessary annoyance. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 4-" A.rnendrnent of section 14-Con­
dition annexed to appurtenant land"-put 
and passed. 

Clause 5-" A.rnendment of section 15-Pur­
clwsrr u tenant of J-Iini;der "-

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): Subsection (b) of 
section 16 of the principal Act reads-

" Such sum to be declared in the con­
tract of sale as the IVlinister considers 
sufficient to provide for expenditure on 
insurance, painting, and repairs of the 
home as and when such exnonditure may 
be required and also for ~ecoupment to 
the Minister of a proportionate amount 
of the general expenses incurred in the 
administration of this Act." 

Now, it is sought to repeal the words-
" To be declared in the contract of 

sale." 

Thoso words shonld not be rcpe,cled. When 
a n1a,n 1na.kes a contract of ~tlc, he knows 
exactly what amount he hns to pay for 
P"<pcnditure on insurance, painting, etc. If 
you repeal those words, the matter is left 
indefinite. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S1IITH: :'\o. 

~fr. YIOORE: VVhcn a n1an is purchn~ing 
"' house, it is better that he should h,ne an 
agroe1nent. 

[ 111 r. V owles. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S11ITH: Subclause (ii.) of 
clau'e 5 of this Bili provides that the follow­
ing words be inserted in lieu of those words-

" A sum which, if paid on the first 
day of each month, is calculated to be 
sufficient to liquidate within a period to· 
bo determined by the Minister, not 
exceeding twenty-five years, the unpaid 
purchase money of the home, together 
with interest at the rate of £5 per 
centum per annum on the outstanding 
balance of such purchase money at the 
beginning of each month shall be pay­
able." 

Mr. MOO RE: I am referring to subclause 
(iii.). I think it is a mistake to repeal those 
words. A man should have a contract of 
sale, so that ho will know exactly what 
amount he will have to pay. It is preferable 
to have it that way than that it should be 
left indcfiuite. I do not see that it will be 
to the adyantage either of the purchaser or 
of the Minister. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (JfacZ·ay): 
'The amendment sought to be introduced by 
this Bill lavs down tho terms. The reason 
for it is quite obvious. Under the principal 
_\et provision is made for the painting of 
tho homes. It could not be dotorminod in a. 
contract of sale exact! v how much it wouid 
co't for effecting rep3:irs over a period of 
years. Take, for example, the painting of 
the outside of a house every six years. It 
might cost about £25; later on, when the 
cost of material come' down, it might be 
possible to do it for £18, .and consequently 
the occupier of the house would geo that 
a.dva"ntage. The cost of effecting the neces­
sary maintenance and repairs could not be 
determined twenty years ahead. 

Mr. MOO RE: The Minister has quoted 
subclause (u)-I am not discussing that. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN s~nTH: I pointed oul the 
reason why that sum could not be pro,ided 
in a contract of sale. 

;\/lr. MOO RE: I am talking about Sclbsec­
tion (b), in which it is proposed to repeal 
the words " to be declared in a contract of 
sale." The Minister has dealt with the pre­
ceding subsection. 

Hon. vV. FORGAN Sli!ITH: 'I'he hon. nember 
is referring to subsection (b) of section 16 of 
the principal Act. 

Mr. MOO RE: The Minister is rlferring 
to subclauso (ii.) of clause 5 of the Bi l which 
relates to subsection (a) of section H of the 
principal Act. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: I hava stated 
that no estimate can be made of thE amount 
required for maintenance and repai ·s over a 
period of years. How could you ceterrr;ine 
in a contract of c,a]e the amount reqmred 
for painting a building five years hmce? 

Mr. MOORE: I think it is far preferable 
that the subsection in the primipal Act 
shonld not be altered. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 6 and 7 put and passed. 
Clause 8-" Amcndrnent of scc:ion 20-

A.bandoned Home"-
l\lr. KI="JG (Logan): Why is thE right of 

the purchas~r limited to three year;? 
Hon. \Y. FoRGA:<~ S1IITH: That is provided 

by the statute of limitations. 
Mr. KI="JG: The statuto of limitation& 

rro-r-ides for six years. This clause reduces, 
it by half. 
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HoN. W. FORGA~ Si\HTH: The reason 
for it is obvious when one studies the 
sections of the principal Act. This deals 
with a case where a man has abandoned his 
home for a period of three years. A man 
might abandon his home and disregard his 
obligations under the terms of the contract 
of sale. Consequently, the department will 
have to look after the building, and there 
must be a limit put to the time within which 
a man may be ablo to return and claim 
reinstatement. Three years is a fair time 
for that. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : It s-eems to me 
that the Minister has got hold of the wrong 
clause. 'l'his is the case in which the depart­
:mcnt, a ftor abandonrrwnt, has t.akon over 
the property and realised on it. This clause 
refers to the dispo··a l of the money over and 
above the amount due to the department. 
Under ordinary conditions tb~ individual 
would have six years within which to make 
a claim, ancl why should that ]Jrinciple be 
departed from now Y Under the Local 
Authoriti·c's Ac+, if a local authoritv enters 
into and take': possession of certain pro­
pNty, the local authority has to keep an 
account for twenty-f1ve :oars of the rnoncys 
received from time to time, and any moneys 
to i he credit of that fund can be daimcd. 

Ilon. \Y. FoRGA;; SlllJTH: That is in con­
nect-ion with land which does not depreciate 
in value. 

Mr. YO\VLES: This is the ca"'<J '>here 
there is <L balance in favour of the origintl 
purcha "er; and why should there be any 
new limitation so far as he is concerned? 

i\lr. PAYNE: Three years is a long enough 
period. 

Mr. VOWLES: l?'ix years is the ordinary 
period. You are dealing with the worker, 
and you arc putting the worker '' ho, through 
son1e unfore~een circurnstanccs-perhaps 
through lack of employment-has been corn­
polled to abandon his hornc, in a worse 
position than the ordinary iudividual. If 
the property is sold and there is a credit in 
his favour, the GovcrnrriCnt are going to 
deprive him of the rights enjoyed by other 
persons. \V" know that. under the statute 
of lirnitations eYery n1a.n has a right to claim 
for six years. 

Mr. KING (Logan): I would like to endorse 
the remarks of the leader of the Opposition. 

The department has no claim whatever on 
this balance; it is money actually belonging 
to th, person who has abandoned his pro­
perty, and, surely to goo-dness, he should not 
be deprived of his right to recover this 
money if ho makes app!icati'm within the 
time alrowed by the .. tatute of limitations? 
Why should his right be curtailed? 

Mr. FRY (Ilmilpa): This is purely a 
matter cone .. ruing the working man, and he 
should be given everv favourable considera­
tion. There has been" too much humbug and 
insincerity about the \Vorkcrs' Homos Act 
in the past, and it seems to me that this is 
a further instance of it. It mav be a minor 
matter, but the fact remains that the working 
man, who has to work very hard for his 
wages and is struggling along under a-dverso 
conditions, is going to suffer, and the feeling 
of the Committee should be tested on the 
matter so that we mav see who arc and who 
are not the workers' true friends. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I move 
the omission, on lino 50, of the word "three," 

with a view to inserting the word "six." 
It seems to me that all the arguments have 
g·ono in the direction of showing that it is 
necessary to extend to the persons concerned 
the full period allowed under the statute of 
limitations. It is a reasonable proposition, 
and it seems to me an extraordinary thing 
that t,he Minister should want to pass the 
balance oPr to the credit of the fund in half 
the time allowed in other cases. 

Ho~. W. FORGA;'\J SMITH (J:fackay): I 
do not propose to accept the amendment. It 
is very interesting to hear the protestations 
of hon. members opposite about their love 
for the work8rs. The workers have sufficient 
intelligence to estimate these prote<tations 
at their t.ruc' value. I wish to quote section 20 
of th9 principal Act, which will explain the 
conditions under which this amendment will 
operate. That section reads-

" In any case where the Minister is 
satisfied that any home in re,pect of 
which a contract of sale is not fully 
P• rforrncd has been abandoned by the 
purchaser and is without a lawful occu­
pant, the Minister may, in his discretion, 
either-

( a) Cancel the contract of sale, in 
which case the home and appurtenant 
land shall thereafter be subject to be 
dealt with and dicposed of under this 
Act as if no such contract of sale had 
over been entered into; but, neverthe­
less, the Minister shall have all the 
rights and remedies provided by this 
Act against the purchaser as for a 
breach of contract; or 

(b) Enter upon and take possession 
of such home and appurtenant land 
and retain pos"c·;sion of the same, and 
let the same, and apply the rents and 
profits in payment of the costs and 
cxpensf"' fron1 titno to tin1e incurred in 
connection with such home and land, 
and of the mone:'<~s, if any, due under 
this Act, and hold the balanc-e, if any, 
in tn1st for the purchaser." 

There is no very vital point involved either 
in the amendment under the Bill or in the 
amendment moved by the hon. member for 
Bulimba. We arc dealing with cases where 
men dclibcrateh abandon their homes­
deliberately go away and fail to complete 
the contracts of sale. 

Mr. VowLES: It may be through force of 
circumstances. 

HoN. W. FORGA~ SMITH: If a man has 
a home in Brisbane and has to go to Rock­
hampton to earn his livelihood, he would 
notih- the department nnd take steps to 
protc"ct his interests, a provided under 
the Act. A transfer of the property may he 
efl'cct eel and all his interests properly saie­
guarded; but, where a man deliberately aban­
dons his home and the department has to look 
after it and keep it in repair, then I th1_nk 
three years is a fair time during whwh 
to hold any money that may be in reserve. 
What man would abandon his home where 
there was likely to be much value? Any 
abandonment will take place in the early 
years of the contract of sale. No man wo~1ld 
abandon his home after he had been makmg 
payments for about fif!een years without 
making arrangements w1th the department. 
This clause only d-eals with people who fail 
to carrv out their contracts of sale-who 
abandon their homes and perhaps leave the 

Jion. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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dcpartn1~nt with arrears unpaid. The depart~ 
trll'Ilt thu11 takes po3ses.s1on of the borne, looks 
.af :r it, s_'OS tha'l- it is properly rnu1ntairu::d, 
and rnakos arrangemera, for a, frt:sh pur~ 
chaser or a nL'\\ tenant; and I think three 
years ir~ quite arnple. 

Mr. J\IOORE (,1abiuny): I cannot agree 
with l.he ]\1inistcr at alL _\ man may be 
forc(~d through circurnsianccs over \Yhich h2 
has no control to abandon his honw, and it 
may not be by dolilnrate intent at all. 

Hon. \Y. FonG\N S:mTII: If a man, by 
force of circumstances, left his home he 
woalu not abar;don it. lt would noc be a 
case cf abandonment. I understand the full 
n1caning of '" abandon1nent" as und'·,rstood 
by the party oppositt:. It means the 
abandoJHncnt <Jf all decent princi11les. · 

Mr. MOO HE: Whv should the worker not 
have th(~ an1e time· in "':d1ich to claim anv 
balance that the ordinary individual has? 
'.Vhy should his rights be curtnilcd in a way 

that the ri,hts of the ordinarv 
[5.30 p.m.] individual a~re not curtail0d? ff 

the O'' nor of a piece of land in 
a local authority are-:t has to go a\Yay through 
for('; of eircutnstanccs without n1aking any 
arrangements in rcgarJ to it, the local 
authoritv under CPrtain conditions has powtr 
to tak- iJOssossion. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMI1'H: The local 
authority is not called upon to do anything 
in the way of maintenance. 

Mr. M<JOHE: The local authority hao to 
spend mcmey in keeping up the roads and 
other senices around that ulock of land. 
Section 241 of the Local Authorities Act of 
1907, pnrcidn that, if the local authority 
leas£·\, snrh a. nit•ce of land, all rent and other 
moneys paya-ble under the lea·-e shall be 
applicablL', It relds-

" In p"ymont to the iocal authority of 
all arrears of rates and other paym<>.nts 
·duo in respect of such land, together 
with inturcst on all a,rrcears of rates cal­
culated as hcroinbcfore provided, from 
the time wh<·n wch rates become due 
respectively, and in payment of all rates 
and ot.her payments accruing due 
thereon. 

" The rmidue of any such moneys 'hall 
belong to snch person as would. when 
the same respectively wore received, have 
been entitled to receive the rents and 
profits of the land if this },et had not 
bePn p&Fsed." 

Section 242 provides-
" Unless within twenty-five years after 

possession is taken of land under the 
foregoing provi,ions of this Act, some 
person entitled in that behalf performs 
the conditions entitling him to demand 
a rele,so of the land, such [and and all 
accumulations of rent and other moneys 
recovered on account thereof shall vest 
absolutely in the local authority." 

The man who is compelled by force of cir­
cumstances to abandon his house should 
have the same rights as an ordinary indi­
vidual who·'e hnd is leased by the local 
authority. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH : Abandonment 
would be done with a view to evading obli­
gati<Jns; otherwise, why should a, man 
abandon his house? 

Mr. MOORE: We know there are circum­
stances under which a man is forced to 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

abandon his house:, and nncler reasonable 
conditions he should be granted the same 
privileges as an ordinary indi,,iduaL If 
thoro arc &ny profits over and above the 
amount due to the Crown, they belong to 
tho individual who has purchased the house. 
\Vhy should the owner of the house in this 
<'!Se be limited to a period of three years in 
which to claim the money to which he is 
entitled, while an individual in other cases 
i:3 allowed u pr~riod of six Jears? I cannot 
see wh'' the Minister should not accept the 
anwndm,cnt. Before the }\.1 ini>-hcr n grces to 
build a. house for an individual, ho inquires 
as to whether that individual will be able 
to pay the purchase price. If that person, 
through unfortunate circum:~t-uwcs, has to 
leave his house, Y:hy should he not be 
entitled, after the Crown has been paid in 
full, to the same period as an ordinary 
ir:diviclual in "Jthcr ca.se' in \Vhich to claim 
thc balance to "hich he is entitled? A 
period of six yell's is aHowcd under the 
statute 0£ limihtions. ·cnclcr the Local 
Authority _\et there nre pro\~isions made to 
prot cct the owner of land. 

Hon. '.V. FORGA)o; s~rrTH: Land 1;.-ing idle 
dor-, not nPces'·,arily depreciate in value. 

r/Lr. :\IOORE: There is no difl'crcnce in 
the principle. I cannot understand the 
obiection of thl' Minister to placing this 
in(lividual exa.ctl:v on the :,:-nne plane as an 
ordinary individual who purchases a honse. 

Mr. GRT~EN (Touoo>s• illr): I hope the 
Minister will accept the nmcnrlmcmt. The 
belanee of the money, after the dnim of 
tln· Cro-nl lws been satisfied. bl longs to tlw 
iw:lividual who originally owned the house. 

Hon. \V. FoRGA:-1 SmTH: " \Y.ho origin­
ally 0'\ ned the house!" He does not own 
the· house until the contract of sale is com­
pleted. 

Mr. GREEN: If the house is sold and 
the Crown pa.id in full, any surplus there 
may be belongs to the original owner. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN s~nTH : \Vhy would a 
man a ban don his interest in the 'house? 

Mr. GREEN: A man might do so through 
adverso circumstances. The husband might 
die and the wife might haYe to get out. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAN S~IITH: If the husband 
died, tho wife would not have to got out, 
because the insurance policz· would mature 
and she would have the house. 

Mr. GREEN: There a,re many other 
cases of adversity which might compel an 
individual to leave his home, and what right 
ha~ that man to be penalised for it? 

Hon. W. FORGAK SMITH: That would not 
be a case of abandonment. 

Mr. GREEN: You can foreclose on a man 
when he lea.ves the place. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SiiiiTH: \Vo could cancel 
the contract of sale altogether. 

Mr. GREEN: \Vhen money is lent on a 
house it is supposed to be a good propositior: 
fm· the Government. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: Gnder subsection 
(a) of section 20. we could adopt the cour,e 
of cancelling the contract of sa,le, and 
assume that the contract had never taken 
place. 

Mr. GREEN: And the Government would 
claim the surplus. You do not advocate that, 
do you? 
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H0n. \Y. FonG.\:-< S}riTH: I speak for my­
self. You e nrlot put word~; into m v n1outh. 
1::.-rou h,tvc ple11t: to :..:o to explain a,~,·a~; sorr1c 
-o~ the statc1nont-: made b · ~Ir. o-ar butt 

Y jj hovt, pn'i '_ing ;,~:ords into Lly mouth. 

l\1r. GREEi\: re you 1nay sell a guod 
bn im s pt·cl an,] limit the time in 
which a.!l-.;.- balane'' \vhirh is due to tho 
pr>r~;on on~ 1 l1mn von havP foreclosed to a 
pl•ri od of t hrc-P ~·~ill'S, -when under other 
Acts a limit of 'six vcars is allowed. I 
c:-.r:not unL1Prstanc1 wllv the 1\:iinistcr will 
not agTc•c w the cxtm1-ion of the time to 
six yc~ar . 

Hon. IY. FOH0AN S}JITH : I ,,-ill give you 
au extra year. 1f that ·~""·1ll be any advantage? 

l\lr. GREE:\: Four V"ars will be better 
tha.n t 11rce. L;.lt \Yhy n~t make it six? I 
hop" the :\Iinistcr \vill agree to the amend~ 
ment. 

:rr P.AY:'\E (.l£''thell): It i" rather 

f·t' ;H to L­
tl:e ··on] 
cppli ' },· 

li ·t ~n to the- argum.c!lts oi hon. 
-_, on this question. r:I,hcy 

(er: <:'·d ns to the nt~· tning of 
•· ah.1ndonrn· nt.'' Th(' \Yord 

who delibcr::~.telv 
chatt·ls and ~!'oc ... s 

!:is home in the hands of tho 
} f a. rnn..n is forced to ]eavo 
( ircnr:nstanr~--:;; over v·hich ho 
i :md a La la ne·: , .. ould bo 

him frmn the s:tlc of the houso, 
. m·nral to think that ho would 

make alTHnc:,c_·rnl~nts with the depa.:dtncnt. 
If I h:ul ~n agrecn-lcnt 1;ith anYone and did 
not carr.:: it out. I would not got the money 
1;hich 111ight oth0nvisc come. to me: I cer-
tajJ_117 1. IiOt .~c nllolved thrt': years in 
w.lt1ch h H. It can Le seen that 
Opp0 ition n1er arc not in earnest. I 
-cnn nndcr~L~nd them \YHJlting to protect 
th" occupants of these house-. but it is 
ridiculous tl1en1 to !"ay thnf if a man 

honw and 'thoro 'happens to 
cn-djng- to hirn aftor the house 

13 :-a::d thP Uovenuncnt loan is satis~ 
',ed, a P"'riod of three years is not sufficient 
time for him put in a claim. If a man 
lu:d to l1_'nYe home throlH:rh circun1stances 
oy· ,. "·hie h he Lod PO contrd he could not 
be saiu to haYC abandoned his home. He 
would come along to the department and 
nwkc arrangemenb as any other common­
sense rnan would do, and, if there was any. 
thing coming to him, it would be settled 
straigh!Dway \\'ithout waiting for three 
:vcars. \V.hy waste time v.hen there is noth­
ir:g in thi~ at a,!l? -You are not going to 
r,:tve any benefit·. to the men who need the 
house j f ;;-ou n1nke it six yeJ.rs or twenty 
ye1crs. I-Ion. raen1bcrs opposito want to make 
it six ye'lrs just bee tuse that happem to be 
the law in another direction; but the whole 
surroundings here are altogether different. 
I am surp~·ised to hear the miserable argu­
ments comm,g from hon. members opposite. 
They are hard put to it for something to 
talk about. "-hen all they can snggest is to 
alter the hme from three ears to six years. 

Mr. KE\'G (Louan): It is rather unfor­
·tunate that hon. members on the Government 
side will not gin members on this side of 
the House any credit for decency of motives. 
\Ve are a ·king· for an amendment in all 
-sincerity, and \ve n1ean exa{'tl:"~ what lVe say 
and say exactly what '-'"mean. The Minister 
'has been asked to accept an amendment 
which will put the claim for the money on 
,. he same footing as every other person in 

the conmunit~.· enjoys at the present time in 
rr·gard to t!w home that he owns. \lYe are 
ilnt a.-:;king for the vYol'ker a bit more than 
ether of th~~ connnnnity enjoy, 
but the seeks to glYc hin1 less 
right.;; i;l!1n <-~nv other jndiYidual member 
of the communi(. Section 20 of the principal 
_\et '{iYc~ Gw =vtini~:ter t'>YO cdtcrnatiYcs. He 
Illl l:anct·l tbc conb·act of 3nlc, or he can-

,, c'ntcr upon etnd take po .. ';ession of such 
l1ome and the appurtenant land and 
retain pc··" C's.;jon of the same, and let 

'.me, nnd apply the rents and profits 
paymr,JO' of the cn-t: and expenses 

from .tin1e to 1 .. in1e incurred in connection 
\Vjth such homo and lalld, and of the 
IliOnc;::'i, if due under the Act, and 
hold the if any, in trust for 
ilH' ]!Ul'dnlE~f'l'." 

Thcr0 ~ n di:-.tinct direction thoro for him 
to hold t',e balanco in tru·t for tho pur­
chas. r. Th·c amendment proposed in this 
Bill to li 1 tit the time during "\Yhich 
the hall holrl the bnlrwce in trust 
for p1H"hn•( c. The ), 1 inist~T fixes the 
timo at i '1:·c·n J f ·_r:;, [tlld bc•,vond that time 
t!H' nn·chn '"I' • h:·ll no!· be eutitled to the 
hl:u;c.-· th·1 m•>nc. 'iYhrtt j, tho position? 
Tho litlks abandonment. \Ye 
kncr\Y the y,, Jrd " is used in 
th0 8Pct:',1n of thC' Act. I asked the JVIinister 
thC' DH.'~1ning of the '~o1J "abandonn1ent,'' 
nP.d the hon. ntlen1an ',,'..-;s that it rncans 
runnl11g a:,T fron1 his Iia:bility. Thoro is 
n \Yl(\~r rnean1n~-r to it than that. It also 
r:1r :tn::; giYing u~ ·c~·:ion. For somo reason 
the ow1Pr can v on the horno and 
he ;:':lYcs up pc,-·_,fil',.ion. V It is ju~t the san1o 
as a Inortgagor who 1nakcs default; still, the 
purchaser, like th,· mortgagor, has the equity 
of redemption or an equitable right. 

l\fr. DRE:-<XAX : ThNo is no such thing as 
eC)nity of redemption now. '.!'hat is a thing 
of the past. That is the old system. 

Mr. IG:\G: It is something which the 
pm·ch;> 3er is entitled to be paid. He has 
the equity, and he is entitled to be paid 
whatever snm is due to him. \Vhat is the 
position? Here i• a man with a property. 
The ~~1inister can cancel the contra<:t and 
lot i·hc property to another purchaser. He 
1nakes proYi~ion for rrletting Vl'hereby the 
departni0llt is paid in fulL Suppose thero is 
a surplus; who owns the surplus? That 
mm'e.v behmgs to the man who has the 
equity in the property. Why deprive him 
of it? The statuto of limitation' fix<'s the 
time during which he is entitled to it at 
sjx years. ./\.ny man can claim \vithin six 
vcars, so why depriYc the \vorker under 
this Bill of the same right which every 
indi,·idual in the community enjoys at 
pr('·.cnt 9 

Mr. BnEx:-o;Ax : Suppose the council sues 
him for rates? 

Mr. KIXG: The rates on the property are 
protected for l wenty-fivc years. If there is 
an acenmnlation of rent and it is held in 
trn.'t for the owner of the property, then so 
long as the rah:s are paid any surplus from 
th2 accumulation of rent belongs to the owner 
of the property for twenty-five years. The 
GoYemmcnt deny that right to the worker 
in this Dill. 'lhit-- is supposed to be a 
Bill introdctced fo•: i he benefit of the workers. 
Hon. members opposite sneer at us because 
we stand up for the protection of the worker. 
We base as much right to stand up for the 
protection of the worker as any hon. member 

Mr. King.] 
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on the other side. The worker is now to be 
denied the right that is given to any ordinary 
n1onc\--lender. V"T e Vt ant an amcndinent 
inserted to give the worker the right to 
claim up to six years. I want the Minister 
to bear in mind that we are out to look 
after the wc,rkers. If we find that the 
worker is not getting a fair deal, we will 
stick up for him. vYe have as much right 
to stick up for the worker as the Govern­
ment, and "e hcwe as much right to look 
after his interest. I am not going to stand 
t.he cheap sne<>rs and jibes of members on 
the other side who pretend to represent the 
workers. The Minister savs that we stand 
up and pretend to love the worker when 
1-ve do not mean .. what "\\ e say. In saying 
that, he is saying what is not true. I intend 
to stand up for the rights of the worker, 
because wo have as much right to do so as 
the Minister or any member opposite. If I 
think that a worker h<ts a right to money 
coming to him under this Bill then I am 
going to stick up for him and' see that his 
rights are preserved. 

HoN. \Y. FORGA=" SMITH (J£acluy): 
I feel quite impressed with the speech of 
the hon. member who has jw·t sat down when 
he talks about his love fm· the worker-a 
" love which passeth all understanding." 
Sonw of the speeches of hon. members oppo­
site are quite diff.erent to the speeches they 
made yectorday, when the unemployed man 
was referred to as a loafer. Yesterday we 
had all sorts of opprobrious epithets hurled 
at the unemployed just because they happen 
to be out of ,,, ork. To-day we find the same 
hon. members working themselves up into 
a state o! indignation about wh<tt they con­
sider to be an injustice to the worker. There 
is no injustice to the worker here. This 
amendment deals with the case of an indi­
vidual who has failed to complete his con­
tract with the department and has abandoned 
his property, If we take the dictionarv 
meaning _of the word " abandonment," "\Y~e 
find that It. means " active abandoning, or a 
state of bemg abandoned ; entire desertion." 
This clause deals with the man who deserts 
his home. He pays a deposit, owes money 
upon the home, and then deserts it without 
notifying the department in anv "a v. The 
house is without a lawful occu'i1ant," and is 
at th'? mercy of anyone who may come along. 
It m.Ig ht be burnt, and the security of the 
Government completely wiped out. 

vVe have two remedies under the principal 
Act. If at the end of three years a default­
ing party does not co1ne fo~·,vard to claim 
any balance it goes back into the fund-a 
form of reimbursement for the trouble the 
Government have been' put to in dealing 
with the busmess. No one will abandon a 
house unkss for the purpose of evading his 
lawful obligatiOns. Hon. members oppoeite, 
who arc defenders of propertv rights wax 
quite indignant at a provision which.' after 
all, only protects the public interest.·.. It is 
the public who provide the funds for these 
homes, and if an individual deserts one of 
them, and eeeks to evade hie legal obliga­
tions, ilc is right and proper that the Crown 
should exPrcise its rights. 

Mr. FRY (Hnrilpa): If anyone has 
interests in property, his righto shoulcl bo 
protected, and the Opposition desire to pro­
tect the unfortunate man who is forced to 
a ban don~ his property fron1 force of circun1-
stances. The Minister· asks: "\Vhat man 
would abandon a home after fifteen years? " 
I reply by asking th c Minister if he can 

[lVlr. King. 

forecast the future? So long as the 
future of the 'vorking n1an is uncertain, SG 
long as it holds out a risk of losing all the 
money he has put into the place, he should 
be safeguarded. I do not agree with the 
Minister when he says that no man would 
abandon his house unles·· to evade his legal 
obligations. A man may abandon his house, 
not of his own free will-the circumstances 
at the time may force him to do it. Many 
ambitiouB men who start out to do the best 
they can for themselves and their families 
find that circumstances make it necessary to, 
give up what they have been fighting for. 

The Minister gave one definition of 
" abandonment "; let me give another-

" To leave in the control of another, 
and, hence, to give up; to relinquish or 
giYe up with the intent of never again 
rosurning or claiming ono's nghts or· 
interest in." 

There are many definitions, and the Minis­
ter's attitude is pure quibbling. It does not 
explain away the fact that every day in the 
vreE'k n1en givo up homes, aud no man 
should be placed by the GoYernment in a 
more disadvantageous position than that in 
which he is placed by ordinary money­
lenders. I think the Minister would be wise 
to accept the amendment rather than take 
up the serious position of forcing it to a vote. 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I think the 
Opposition are quite reasonable in insisting 
on this amendment. It seems to me that the 
Government are acting worse than Shylock 
in this busine•s. It is not a matter of 
recouping themselves for their outlay. \Ve 
hear a lot of definitions of the word '' aban­
donment"-there ·are about 800 of them-and 
the Minister has made the best of his case, 
and that is nothing at all. It seems to me 
that a GO\·ernment who pretend to represent 
Lcchour ought to be the first to take the part 
of a man who ha:1 to gjvo up a hon1e. Does 
the Minister think that such an unfortunate 
man does it for the pleasure of the thing? 
I have seen queer thing-s this session, but I 
did not expect to hear tnis from the ;l.linister. 
It seems to me that the Government want to 
do woJ·se things than the banks, which are, 
compelled to make a notification with respect 
to anv unclaimed monev which comes into 
their ·possession. The Government want to 
take their pound of fle·,h and the blood as 
>Yell; thev ,.·ant to take something they have 
never earned. I am g-lad that the Opposition 
are putting up a fight for .,-hat they regard 
as a crucial thing-. Something is needed 1 o· 
open the eyes of the people to the actions 
of a Government ·who arc grabbing t·vo-:::·y­
thing they can-not only in taxation, but 
also things they never earned. Thev ha;;e 
not tlw lmsincsc capacity to earn anything: 
but, when somp unfortunate worker has got 
to e-ivo up some interc~t in a home, these 
r;en't!emen, ,,-ho profess to be the friends of 
th<' ''orker. grab what he leaves. I hope the 
::\Iinicter will reconsider hi'• attitude. 

:VIr. YO\YLES (Dalhy): I would point out 
to the ='Tin;,t.cr in charge of this Bill that 
iho \Yord '' abandonment" in the clause 
mn:-::t nv:an ordinary ahandonrnC'nt and not 
e banrlonmcnt in law. If it meant abandon­
ment in law. the intz>rcA would be gone for 
•Jl time. If '<'OU look at the dictionary, 
which has iust l;ecn quoted. you Y.'ill find the· 
following definitions of "a·bandon" :-·-

"Leave, quit. renounce, forgo, resjgn ... 
give up, surrender, relinquish." 
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I ask the :vJ:inister to reconsider this pro­
_posaL Why put the worker, when some asset 
belongs to him, in a worse position than any 
-ordinary individual? 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Withdraw the 
.amendment and negative the clause. 

Mr. VOWLES: We are agreeable to that. 

Mr. CLAYTO="J (TVidt Buy): I think it is 
,about time w(e had legislation introduced in 
this Chamber which does !!10 fair thing by 
the people. That has not been the character 
of the legislation we have had introduced in 
this session and in previous 68S8iOllf 1 and the 
amendment is move-d purely in the interests 
of the worker•· and of Queensland. I am 
inclined to think that, if this sort of thing 
-goes on, the Govcrnn1ont will O\Yn everything 
in Queensland in a short time. 

[7 p.m.] 
Hox. \V. H. BARNES' (Bnlimba): I undcr­

~tood the Minister to say that. if my amend­
ment were withdrawn, he would be prepared 
to allow the clause to be negatived. On 
that understanding, I bog leave to withdraw 
the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, with<:lrawn. 
Clause 8 put and negatived. 
Clause 9-""lmcndmn>t of 'ection 22-

Rcrnrdies of the Jiinisltr"-put and passed. 
Clause 10-EJ:emption from stamp duty; 

-exemption jTorn ratesJ· exemption from per~ 
,,anal liability"-

;}1r. lUOORE (riubigny): The position will 
])c rather difficult. for local authorities. Under 
ordinary circumstances a private individual 
has to wbmit plans to local authorities, 
which decide whether the subdivision pro­
pose-d is the most suitable. If the local 
authoritv considers that too much of a bur­
den is being placed upon it in the subdivision 
of an 0'tate, it can require the owner to do 
oertain work before it allows the plans to 
go through or allows any portion of the 
-estate to be sold. The Crown is not accept­
ing any of 1lho re,,ponsibilit.ios which a 
private O\\, ncr has to accept. \Yhon they 
<·ut up an estate the local authoritie, will 
'have no -:,v, but "-ill ha,ve to make roads 
.and footp;{ths and carry out drainage. 
That will be rather expemive. 'Whether the 
hou•es arc occupied or not does not make 
very much difference to the liability of the 
local authority. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN S'>!ITH : Thev will not be 
'built until apprm·ed tenants ar~ available. 

Mr. MOORE: I understood the idea was 
to acquire a block of land and build a whole 
row of building· on the town-planning sys­
tem. That will entail a great deal of cxpens0 
·on a local authority-expeme which will 
'haTe to be borne eventually b::· the occupiers 
of those hom<''. or by the ratepayers if those 
people are to be ex?mpted. In Yiow of the 
nmount of money ~DYolved, it \Yould bt~ 
rather a mistake to claim ex~mption for 
those v-ho eventually purchase the houses. 
If the housec are built on ono block of land 
which is valued in one piece-and I suppose 
a small valuation would be placed upon ;t­
tho whole of the land should not be exempt0d 
from rates if one Louse in the block becomes 
-vacant and reverts to the Crown. A tenant 
may purchase a house and be in it a couple 
.of years, during which time he mav pay no 
rates. \Ve nave had experience of cases in 
which tenants have been two or three years 

in arrears with their rates. When the pro­
perty reverts to the Crown, there is no possi­
bility of getting any rates. When the Crown 
takes over the place, the rates are absolutely 
lost to the local authority. Considering the 
work the local authorities have to do in 
making roads, they should be a.dequately 
protected by the Crown when they are doing 
a certain amount of work in connection with 
the settlement scheme undertaken bv the 
Crown. \\'hen they seek to make conditions 
more health;:- for the tenants, the Crown 
should not place any undue burden upC'n 
them. 

l'dr. KI="JG (Logan): I have already state-d 
that it would not be a fair thing to a em pt 
this land from taxation. I therefore rno ve 
the omission, on line 20, of the word 
"not." The land will become rateable if that 
amendment is adopted. I understand that 
where the land is Crown land and it is 
acquired for the purpose of workers' hom<?ci, 
that land is not rateable. \Yhen land is 
resumed for public purposes-probably taken 
over from a private owner who has up to 
that time paid rates-it becomEs non-rateable. 
This is going to inflict a hardship upon the 
local authorities. There arc too many exemp­
tions already from local al!thority rates­
we have had experience in connection with 
war son-ice homes. It has caused no end 
of trouble to local authorities generally and 
l.ocal authority clerks. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH : The amendment 
is out of order, as it will impose a further 
charge on the Crown. 

_Mr. ICI:\TG: If the clause is deleted, it 
will not make the position any better. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SoiiTH : The hon. !!entle­
n1a.n is raising a very debatab1e q·1~stion. 
The principle ~hould be dealt with when the 
Local Authoritie .. Act is being amended. 

Mr. KIKG: We cannot deal with the 
matter under the Local Authorities Act. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: Yes. 
:.\Ir. KI:'\G: Crown land .. are not rate::tble. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SmTH: The Local Autho-
rities Act can be amended. 

:.\Ir. KING: \Yhen will we be ginn an 
o\'por~unity of amending the Act in that 
dll'eCtiOn? 

Hon. w:. FoRGAN SMITH: An opportunity 
wdl be giYen to amend the Act this vear · 
but I do not sav it will be amended i;, thi~ 
direction. .. 

:'vir. KIKG: The Bill might provide for 
the amendment of the Act " in certain par­
ticulars," but not incll!ding this particular, 
and we would be denied the ri!!ht to raise 
this question. Even if we delete the clause 
it will not better the position of the local 
authorities,_because these lands will be exempt 
fmm taxat10n. If the amendment is out of 
order, of course, I cannot urge it. 

_Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (JiackaJI): I 
nso to a pomt of order. I submit that the 
amendment is out of order, on the rrround 
that it will impose a further levy ~n the 
CrmYn. If the amendment were carri d. it 
would mean that anv land vc .. tc•d in the 
:\linister for this purp~se would immediafc]v 
become subje-ct to local authorit,y rates, and 
the department would have to pav those 
rates. Consequently it would be a .. further 
charge on the Crown, and would exceed the 

Hon. W. Porgan Smith.] 
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appropriation recommended in His Excel­
lency's messag·e in connection with the Bill. 
l\o amcndn1o11t can be accepted that incrcar-'28 
the charge on the Crown. 

The CHAIRMAN : The point raised by 
the :Minister, I am afraid, is fah! to the 
amendment moved by th' hon. member for 
Logan. The hon. member is doubtlc· s aware 
that the messao·e frmn H_is Excellencv recom­
mends the nc~c~s~ary appropriation V to give 
effect to the Dill, and anv amendment that 
would in ere a ,c the chargC on the C_;ro 1.' u 1s 

out of order. On those grounds I must rule 
the amendment out of order. 

Ho~. W. FORGA)! S?\1ITH (Jfucka:;): I 
dc::~ire to say a few "\Yords in connection 
with the general contention of the hon. 
member for Logan and the hon. n10rr1b<.:>r for 
Aubigny. I rccogni'·O that the qur ~tion of 
local authorities ir.nposinrr rates in connC'ction 
with Crown property is :1 debatable one. It 
can be arg-ued from the local au:ho;·itic,' point 
of view that rates ·· hould be levied but an 
inferior authoritv cannot levv on thZ, Crown. 
Whether Parlia.rnent will ·€vcr allow an 
inferior b?dy to levy on the Crown is very 
problcmatrcal. lion. members oppo;ite have 
mi"od this question time after time. but I 
,·enture to say that, if some ·di,aster ov •rtook 
Queensland and they got on the Treasury 
benohe.,, thev would not amend the Local 
Authoritiu Act in this direction. The~ never 
attempted it during the time they >v·ere in 
power, nor has a sirnilar party ·which is in 
power in the Comrnon-.....--ealth cvL~r raised any 
question of the local au th(ll'iti<~" having power 
to levy rates on Cro\vn propt:rty. Vnder 
this Dill we are meeting the local authorities 
to a certain extent, inaEmuch as we arc 
1naking the land upon which a house is 
built subject to local authority rates, although 
it remains Crmn1 land until the contract for 
s11l2 is complete. 

Mr. KI~G: It is a contract for purchase. 

Ho~. W. FORGAK S::\IlTH: "Cntil the 
contract is completed the property is Crown 
propertv, so that we ar · meeting the just 
claims of tho local authorities to a cortam 
extrnt. The hon. member for Aub;gny 
referred to the possibilitY of large area, of 
land being cut up into building allotments, 
nece ,sitating access thereto being provided 
bv the local authoritv. Look at the matter 
h:om the point of ;iew of an investment. 
Take a 30-acre block of land which has not 
been used and for which only small rates 
are being paid. If that block was cut up 
into 30-perch allotment'> and houses built on 
it, the increased rate' which the local 
authority vvoPld, get over a nu1nber of years 
would more than repay the cost of roads 
giving access to the area. I do not think it 
would be a fair thing to impose this pro­
posed charge on lnnd ,\,hich is not at present 
being used for building purposes. It would 
be imposing an additional burdPn upon the 
men whom \Ve are endeavouring to find 
homes for at the least pocsible cost. 

Dealing generally with the question of 
group settlement, it has theoretically much 
to commend it. The system appeals to us 
if under it a large number of similar houses 
can be built at a comparatively small cost. 
having regard to the fact that a large 
number of houses can be built according to 
a standardised design. I made some investi­
gations in the other States in connection 
with group settlements during last recess, 

[Hon. 1T. Forgan Smith. 

and the opinion generally expressed by t.he· 
aut:horitie, charged with the administration 
o [ group settlements was that they were not 
the success originally antici pa.ted. A good· 
rn~tny people do not like the idea of living 
in a street wh.'r-B all the home,, are built· 
on the same uniform design) the same size, 
and the same colour. I propose to give the 
individual purcha.ser as much freedom of 
choice as possible, having regard to the 
amount of money advanced for the building 
of a home. l propose, so long as I am 
administering the Act, to ha vc from fifteen 
h twenty standard designs prepared for the 
rcspecti ve costs, and to allow intending 
borrowers to select the design which suits 
their individual requirements. The man 
who is going to pay for the home should be 
given as much freedom of c~oice as possible. 
The same thing holds gcod m regard to the· 
locality in which the house is to be built, 
i\len ~ften \I ant to live in a locality w,here 
their friends are, and that is particularly 
the case with regard to our womenfolk; and­
I see no reason why, under this Bill, if a 
piece of land can be got at a reasonable 
prico an approved person should not be 
allo\\;cd to exercise his choice in that direc­
tion. 

Mr. SIZER: vVhat is the position under­
the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act? 

IIo~. W. FC>RGA:'oi" SMITH: Under the 
vVorkers' Dwellings Act the applicant ha•­
to have the land and a certain amount of 
the cost of the house. Under this Bill a 
man requires to have only 5 per cent. of the· 
total cost of the land and buildings, which 
is a ven different proposition. \Yhilo there· 
may be· groups formed in certain places,, I 
propose to give as much freedo"': of c;h01ce 
as possible in the way of selectiOn to the 
men who are going . to bu~ th'?se. homes .. 
Land will not be resumed untrl 1t rs mtended 
to build homes; · and building operations. 
will be gone on with at the earliest possible 
moment after land is resumed. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I quite agree wit.h­
the Minister that the amendment is outside 
the scope of the Bill; but. there are many 
things that have to be considered, and some 
provision should be made to p;·otect the lo~al 
authority in regard to arrears of rates whiCh 
may be due on any property ~nder the Bil~. 
The principle underlymg thrs measure re·. 
th"t the object is to establish communal 
settlements. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: No. That may 
be done. It is a question of administration. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is what we under­
stood when the principal Act came into, 
force. 'Ne understoo-d that the same prin­
ciple was to be adopted as was adopted at 
Daceyville, a suburb of Sydne:;-, set apart 
for workers. That may be all right from 
the community point of view. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SliiiTH : And from a 
utility point of view, too, You can have· 
a number of different dcs1gns. 

Mr. VOWLES: I can quite understand· 
that until such time as the contract of sale 
is completed the land is not subject to, 
rates. The Minister said that Crown lands 
should not be subject to rates, and I agree· 
it would not be a fair thing to tax the· 
tenant or purchaser until he gets into occupa­
tion. But local authorities have to incur a, 
considerable amount of expcn-,e in connec­
tion with these areas-, and. it might happem 
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that, if a tenant goes out of possession and 
the property IS resumed by the Crown, th~"e 
are arrears of rates on tile property which 
the local authority will not be able to recover. 

Hon. W. FoRGAl>f S1l!TH: If one tenant 
becomes a defaulter, the department will 
get another tenant. 

Mr. VOWLES: Once the land becomes 
Crown land again, through the action of the 
department in resuming it, the local authority 
cannot recover any rates, and that will wipe 
out ail the arrears of rates, if there are 
an:,. Some provision should be made to pro­
tect the local authorities. I understand that 
the position has arisen already where the 
Crown have rewmed land and tho local 
authority is unable to collect arrears of 
rates. Once the tenant assumes the liability 
for the property, the local authority should 
be protected in regard to rates. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jiackay): 
If we assun1e that "A" is in posse~..;ion of 
the land and he owes £2 in rates, "A" 
becom<'s a defaulter to the department and 
abandons his property. The department will 
then arrange for a new purchaser, and the 
new purchaser will take over the rates due 
on the property. 

Mr. KING: Will the new purchaser be 
liable for the rates on the property? 

HoN. W. FORGA).[ S:tiiTH: Yes. If the 
first pm·chaser becomes a defaulter, and is 
unable to complete the contract of sale, the 
department will arrange for a new purchaser. 
The new purchaser taking over the house 
and land also takes over the obligation, and 
iO< liable for the rates. 

J1,1r. KING: Does he take over the liability? 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Yes. 
Mr. GREEN (1'ownst·ille) : Local authori­

tie" cannot claim o,ny rates from the Crown, 
and I would like to point out that this is a 
very serious matter for them. It affects their 
revenue considerably, and not only have we 
the State properties to consider, but also the 
Commonwe~lth properties. I know many 
ir;stances where roads have been made and 
water laid on to "ar service homes, but the 
rates have not been paid, and there has been 
practically no revenue for the local authority. 

Hon. W. FoRGAl>f SMITH: Once a house is 
built and one person defaults in the payment 
oi rates, the new tenant takes over the 
liability for rates. 

Mr. GREEN: I can understand that, but 
i~ has often been found almost impossible to 
get sanitary charges or rates from these 
tenant£ who hold leases on Grown lands and 
reserves. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: You collect both from 
them. 

Mr. GREEN: We do not. In a big pro­
portion of cases it is impossible. 

Mr. STOPFOHD: The whole o£ the Mount 
Morgan rates are obtained from leasehold. 

Mr. GREEN: They may be, but in a lot 
of these small places it ,has been found 
impossible. 

Mr. WINSTA"1LEY: You have collected rates 
from the T'ownsville Railway Reserve for 
,years. 

Mr. GREEN: \Ye get practically no rates 
from the Re,erve in the l'i orth Ward, the 
Rifle Range Reserve, or the Pound Yard 
Reserve. 

Mr. KINn : Land vested in the Commis­
sioner for Railways is absolutely exempt. 

:\ir. GREEN: It does not hit the local 
authority so much as it does t!JG thcifty man. 
The man who saves and builds his own home 
on freehold land finds that, if insufficient 
revenue is collected because of these defaults, 
tho rates arc increased, and he has to carry 
the additional imposition. I~ast mght I was 
prevented from speaking on a bill which 
tmposes a great nun1bt1· of liabilities on 
local authornies, and all these provisions 
put additional taxation on the thrifty 
wdividual ho owns his own home. If the 
l\1iniSter rays we have no power to levy rates,. 
·,chy is the clause inserted'! Is there any 
neccssit": for it? 

Hon .• \V. FoHGAN SMITH: Ye"'· I stated 
when I '•' as speaking that the local authori­
ties can get the rates from the new tenant. 

.Mr. GREEN: So soon as the Government 
tPke over the areas of land involved, the 
local authorities are deprived of a large 
r•2venue which they have been gecting from 
them. 

Mr. KING (Logan): The Minister says 
that, if a property is bought and the pur­
chaser gives up possession owing rates and it 
i, subsequently relet, the subsequent pur­
chaser is liable for those rates. 

Hon. W. FOHGAN SMITH: Yes. 
Mr. KING: I am very glad to hear him 

say that; but I do not think it can be 
enforced urdess the :Minister will make it a. 
hard-and-fast rule in his department that it 
shall be a condition of the lease of any incom­
ing tenant that he shall be liable for those 
arrear,. In the case of forfeited selections, 
the Secretary for Public Lands always pro­
tects local authorities in rc,pect of arrears 
of rates to the extent of any improvements. 
That is a departmental ruling very much 
appreciated by local authorities. ;If the 
.'\1inister will do the same in connection with 
the'e workers' homes, his action will be 
appreciated by the local authoritiee, and will 
meet the requirements of the case. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The Minister may 
believe that this will be as he would like 
it to be; but under the tltate Advances Cor­
poration, if a block of land is forfeited, no 
matter what rates are owing, the local 

authority has not the slightest 
[7.30 p.m.] chanc-e of getting them. When 

reselection takes place, the 
arrears are not a charge on the property; 
they are wiped off absolutely. As soon as 
the State Advances Corporatwn forecloses 
and takes ov,er a. block, if there is anything 
left over after the claims of the Department 
of Public Lands are satisfied, that depart­
ment can make a payment to the Joeal 
authoritv. The State Advances Corporation 
abwlutely wipes its hands o£ all responsi-­
bility. H <>ndeavours to place the responsi-­
bility on the Department of Public Lands,. 
but, after its claims have been satisfied, there 
will not be very much left for the locall 
authority. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Does not a large amount;, 
of that responsibility rest on the Iocaf 
authority? 

Mr. MOORE: I know several cases where 
the State Advances Corporation has fore­
closed on property, l€ase-d it for seven or 
eight months, and has not notified the local 
authority. The roads have to be maintained. 
yet the State Advances Corporation disclaims. 
all responsibility for rates. It is not a fair 
thing that the Corporation should take 
advantag,e of a local governing body, which. 

Mr. Moore.]. 
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has to maintain roads and perform other 
services for the occupiers of that land. The 
experience of lot a! authorities in connection 
with war service homes points to the pro­
babilite' of their having to do a considerable 
amount of work and get no rcvenu·c. When a 
person has a service rendered, he should 
contribute in a certain measure. The Minis­
ter may think that this should be done, but 
I do not think there v; ill be anv chanoe of 
enforcing it. V 

l\1r. \VrLSOK: The rates arc always a charge 
on the land. 

Mr. MOORE: Not after the Crown has 
forfeit~d the land. My experience has been 
that we hav.' never had a chance of getting 
the rates. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (.llackay): 
Hon. members of the Opposition are merely 
raising undue difficulties in connection with 
the matter. We know that there will be a 
great demand for the cla-s of hous·o which 
will be built as a worker's home. It must 
be remembered that, in the first place, 5 per 
cent. on the capital value of the land and 
house. must be paid by the purchaser as a 
cLpos1t. That means that on a £600 house 
you have £30 in hand. Further payments 
will bc made at the monthly rate by the 
occupier. Consequently the department will 
ahtays have a certain amount of money in 
hand. Assume that in the course of a year 
or two that man d _·faults and a second 
person has to take over the place, the house 
will still have its original value. 

Mr. .J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Vhat about 
depreciation? 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: One know' 
perfectly ,,-ell that depreciation does not 
f:~nter into the question in connection with tho 
home to any great extent for a number of 
years. I would like to be able to buv in the 
suburbs of Brisbane at. the present t;me any 
houses that were built tc•n years ago, for 
the price it took to build them-houses which 
in the meantime have had very little spent 
on them. The position is that tho rates will 
be arranged for by the department. 

Clause 10 put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill with an 

amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Day for W·cdnesday next. 

C,URNS HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER 
INVESTIGATIO)J BOARD BILL. 

SECOND READIKG. 
HoN. W. FORGAN S;\1ITII (},fucl·ay): 

1his Bill is very largely supplementary to 
the \Vater Power Bill, which was passed by 
the House this week. It is proposed to estab­
lish a Board compri-.ed of local authority 
representatives to inquir -~ into and report on 
the feasibility of tlk Barron Falls as a 
hydro-electric proposition. The various 
;hires will appoint rcprc,"mt.atives to the 
Board >tnd the Government will appoint two. 
Those local authorities will pay half the cost 
of such investigation. The Crown will subsi­
dise them £1 for £1, with a limit on the 
Government contribution of £1,000. I think 
that this is a matter which the loc1l authori­
ties up there have been very active in for 
some considerabl·e time past. I was inter· 
viewed when in Cairns a couple of years ago, 

[ J11 r. JJ1 oore. 

and during the last recc-<s the Premier 
received a number of deputations from local 
authorities asking that this be done. 

'The Board will haYo power to make a full 
and complete investig·ation ii1to the possi!Jili­
ties of the Barron Falls as a hydro-electrio 
proposition. If, in the cource of its investi­
gation, it can formulate a sound scheme for 
submission to the Government under the 
Water Power Dill that we passed this week 
we can proclaim it a water power area and 
proceed with the other steps provided for 
in that Dill. 'The Board so formed will be 
something in the natur·e of a Commission. 
Certain powers will be conferred upon it, 
and the Board c"n employ experts to supply 
it with the necessary advice in relation to 
matters that require expert knowledge and 
professional knowledge. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now road a second 
time." 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): This Dill has to be 
road in conjunction with the \Vater Power 
Bill. LJnder the Bill a Board will be con­
stituted for investigation purposes. What is 
the occasion for a special Act of Parliament 
with respect to Cairns? Is not the necessary 
power given under the Water Power B1_ll. 
or will it be necessary to have a spec1al 
Act of Parliament with respect to each 
place? 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN Sl>HTH: No. 
Mr. VOWLES: This appears to me to 

be surplusage. All the D1ll seeks to do is 
to create a Board, Section 7 of the Water 
Power Bill says-

" rrhe Governor in Council may, from 
time to time, by Order in Council-(i.) 
Constitute any defined part of Queensland 
wherein is located the whole or any part 
of any stream, lake, or other source of 
supply wherefrom or whereby ,,-ater is or 
may be utilised for the generation, 
storage, use, or supply of power a Water 
Povvcr .Area under such name as is 
declared by the Order." 

Hon. W. FORGAN S)11TH: A \Vater Power 
Board would not be constituted a Hydraulic 
Authority until after full invc•stigation. 

Mr. YOWLES: That is natural; but what 
is the occasion for a special Act of Parlia­
ment to deal with Cairns? 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: To establish a 
Board constituted by members of the local 
authorities at their request. 

Mr. VO\VLES: On!.:;- for that reason? 
Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH : Y os. 

Mr. VOWLES: I could not see where the 
\Vater Power Bill was defective, and I 
could not see the necessity for special legis­
lation dealing with Cairns unless there had 
to be a special Act of Parliament for each 
place. 

Hon. W. FORGAN Sl\HTH: It is done at the 
request of the local authorities. 

1\Ir. VOWLES : I am: satisfied with that. 
I take no ·exception to the Bill. It is purely 
a question of research. The people in the 
shires will have to foot the bill, and I under­
stand there is to be a subsidy from the 
Government, but the aggregate amount is 
not to exceed £1,000. If we can get the 
recults we should get from the Barron 
Falls and the Dan·on River under a scheme 
such as is suggested here, I think the money 
will be very well spent. 

Question put and passed. 
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CoMMITTEE. 

(Jlr. Kinran, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 9, both inclusive, put .'1nd 
:pabed. 

Clause 10-"How c.rpnses to be p(lid"­
I-Iox. \Y. FORGA~ Sl\1ITH (Jiackay): 

I bog to mow, after line 47, the insertion 
·of tho words-

" prov idcd that such amount shall not 
cxcct~J jn the aggregate £1,000." 

.\monument agreed to. 

Clause 10, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 11 and the ,,elL dule put and passed. 

The House rocumed. 

The CnAIR~.IAo; reported the Bill with an 
1.mendn1ent. 

The third reading of the Bill was made 
.an Order of the Day for Wednesday next. 

FACTORIES AKD SHOPS ACTS 
AMENDMEXT BILL. 

SECOND READIXG. 

HoN. W. FORGAJ'\ S:VIITH (Mackay): 
'This Bill is " simple measure• of one clamc, 
dealing with the question of hours to be 
worked in bakehouses. The Bill provides-

" (59B.) :Notwithstanding anything con· 
tained in this Act in regard to ovort1me, 
no person shall engage or be engaged in 
or in connection with the baking of bread 
for sale at a time when such person 
would be prohibited from so engaging 
or being so engaged by the Industrial 
,\rbitration Act of 1916, or by any award, 
order or agreement thereunder, if he 
were 'an employee within the meaning of 
that Act." · 

The object of bringing in this Bill is to deal 
with a difficultv that has arisen in various 
parts of the State. I have received two 
deputations in connection with this matter 
in Brisbane quite recently-one from the 
Master Bakers' Association and one from the 
Milling, Baking, Cooking, and Allied Trades' 
Union. Both those bodies are in favour of 
this measure, and have requuted that it be 
brought in. The object of the two deputa­
tions was to impress upon me how undes1r· 
able and how unfair a trade was being 
carried on at the prc,ent time. \Ve know 
that there are men in business who employ 
men and loyally Cc,rry out the awards of 
the Arbitration Court, and it is not fair 
that they should be hampered in their opera­
tions by bogus partnerships which are 
occasionally entered into to evade the pro­
visions of the award. I understand that the 
methods that are adopted are that where 
three or four men are employed together 
they arc given a small-share in the business 
and they are l't-'gistcred a.s a company, and, 
·while they are really only employees 
dependent upon their \ceckly wages. they are 
vlaced outside the jurisdiction of the .\rbi­
tration Court and the Department of Labour, 
and they work during hour_. which legitimate 
traders cannot work, and, therefore, legiti­
mate traders cannot reasonablv compete with 
them. The object of the Bill is to prevent 
Lmfair trading. and to provide that baking 
shall be carried on only under the conditions 
that are sot out in industrial awards govern­
ing that occupation. I bog to move-

" That the Bill he now read a second 
time.'' 

1922-5 s 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): While there might 
be a good deal in this matter from a city 
point of view, I think that 1f those who 
are dc'·,irous of having this amendment went 
to the coulltry they would have a different 
opinion. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN S~IITH : The Arbitration 
Court provides for special conditions in the 
countrv ·di~tricts. 

J\h. 'consEn: Special working conditions? 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S}JITH : Y os. The different 
a~,qnds go\Tl'l'ning the industry provide for the 
diffcrt>nt conditions in the Yarious cc·n;::rcs of 
th' State. 

Mr. VOWLES: This is going to cau~e 
very great inconvenience to the. publw m 
country districts, as a baker will not be 
able to deliver a loaf of broad to a man 
\\ho may come into town <:fter 6 o'clock. at 
night. I have seen the mspector commg 
down in the morning and standing outside 
t.:1o butcher's shop in Dalby to see that the 
butcher did not sell meat before 8 o'clock 
o;1 the Monday morning. 

The PRE~!IER : \Vhat wore you doing- in 
town before 8 o'clock on Monday rnormng? 
(Laughter.) 

~.Ir. VO\YLES : I was going to my office. 
I do llot know v.-hether th<> regulations are 
'·till in force but on ono occ-t"ion the local 
butcher was' summoned at lhe police court 
in Dalbv for a breach of the reg-ulations. 
]·; was i'n the summer time, and he had no 
co!J · stomge. He killed t.he beast on 
Sur.day; but was not entitled to kill it ~~til 
after 4 o'clock on Monday mormng. Ihe 
meat had to be pnt on the table at 8 o'clock, 
and evervone knows that meat that has only 
been kill~d four hours is not fit for human 
consumption. I have s<en the same 
inspector standing outside that place to see 
that the public were not served before 8 
o'clock. In some cases the meat was for 
hotels and the boarders wore eo m polled to 
get t~ their places of business by 8 o'clock. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I know twenty towns m 
the \V est where there are no inspectors. 

Mr. VO\VLES: You are very lucky. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I consider I am unlucky. 

Mr. VOWLES: Tt is a.ll very well to make 
a law that mav bo suitable for the city, 
"here there is o'verv convenience, but where 
vou have a tr;welllng public like you have 
~ n countrv towns the conditions are totally 
different.' 'Take tlw case of a droving plan~. 
The men can only travel the distance tho 
stock can trasel, and, if they want to get 
their supplies-in the form . of meat a.nd 
brcad-un!e>S they have spec1al messenger; 
to send into. to\Yl:, they, very often ~nnn:o~ 
g-et them untll afr01· 6 o clock. If th1s B!l. 
i .. passed, they will find that they cannot 
get a !oaf of bread after hours. '\Iany 
people in the country. have to travel over 
,·crv bad roads and m wet weather they 
get· into town !~le, and the baker will n~t 
b., permitted to supply thorn w1th bread If 
t!wy require. it. The bakers have told me 
that this ,nil affect the people, not only 
in Dalby, but in many other c;:mntry towns. 
It ,.-i 11 be a breach of the law 1£ they supply 
bread after 6 p.m. 

J\Ir. KmwA:-<: If the baker is summoned 
you will get a job. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I got a 
butcher's case, bnt I could not 
as he had committed a breach 
lations, and he \Vas fined. 

job in the 
get him off, 
of the regu-

JI.Ir. Vou·les.] 
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The PREMIER: Could he not have got per­
mission to supply the meat? 

Mr. VO\VLES: Ho might at the present 
time. but at that time he could not. In 
the face of this alteration in the law can 
a baker in a country town get a per~it to 
eel' brofld after 6 o'clock at night? I know 
he cannot. The law has to be general. 

i'-1r. l3REX:-IAX: The clause- says "baking 
bread." 

Mr. VO\VLES: I understand it applies 
to delivery, too. 

Hon. W. FORGAX SIVIITH: It applies only 
t<J baking bread. 

::Yfr. YO\YLES: If that is so, I misunder­
stood what the Minister said. 

1-l-m. \Y. FORGAX SliiTJ.I: It applie,,, to 
work in the bakchou•r. 

l\h. VO\YLES: If it has onlv to do with 
baking, then thci·e is nothing .. more to be 
said. 

:vfr. CORSER (llun1dt): I do not know 
that the Minister has made that point very 
clc:n·. 

lion. IV. FORG \X SoiiTH: Of course I 
n1ade it clear. 

!\fr. CORSER: I think countrv bakers 
will bP vo_ry greatly inconveniencec( and the 
people in countr:, district" \vill be incon~ 
venienccd. It '"ill act very unjustly where 
drovers come into countrv to-wns at all hours 
and ha.ve to receive their supplies. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S~!ITH: The Act does 
not deal "·i th the doli ven· or the sale of 
bread. " 

I\lr. C'ORSER: Do~s it include bakers and 
their families in country districts? Will 
it_ . bring thern under the industrial con­
d:tionr>? 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S}IITH: Not 111 the 
~ l]jng of the bread. 

1\Jr. CORSER: If it includes the baking 
of the brPad. it brings them under the indus­
trial condition'. It will apply to the :oale 
of bread, because they cannot open their 
bakehouses a,lter honrs to sell bread. 

'\1r. STOPFORTl: They c~nnot do that now. 

Tdr. CORSER: YE">, they can. I think 
it is going to bo vc1·y unjust to country 
districts. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): We have 
to be ver:;· careful. 

Mr. STOI'FORD: You ought to have been 
Ye17 careful years ago. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEI3l3INGTON: Every case is not 
like Bri,sbane. You ca.nnot alway6 have 
your baker a.t your back door, and you 
c-crmot always _haYc your bread baked in 
tho nlol·ning and delivf~red in the afternoon. 
In smne countrv districts bread i'~ deliYered 
8 or 10 miles a-:, ay from the bakehouse, and 
Yen· often the baker will bake his bread at 
night after Arbitration Court award hours, 
awl his family will deliver rt next day: If you 
2rc going to interfere "\Yith those s1nall busi­
w>scs, you are g·oin.':!' to prevent n1en from 
attempting- to make a living. Yon pra<>­
tica!ly hamstring them with all those regu­
lation<>. En;rv bit of legislation introduced 
during the last seven years has tended to 
prevent people from '·'·orking. and there 
hao been no encouragement whatever to help 
an~-ono to ~,york or to help anyone to engage 
in industry and give employment. The 
whole of t.ho legislation for the last seven 

[_Vr. Vowles. 

years has been in the direction of putting 
as many d1fficulhcs as yon can in the \vayt 
and nally preventing men from earning a 
hv1ng. 

J\Ir. HARTLEY: They would not have to try 
very hard to prcyent you from earning a 
living. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can earn a better 
living than the hon. member. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubion1J): This Bill is on 
the same lines as the Bill we had before us 
some twelve months ago in regard to the 
tobacconists in and around Brisbane. It is 
an ondca vour on the part of the large· 
employers to get rid of their small competi­
tors. There was an attempt on the part of 
the large tobacconists to ha,-e the one-man 
shops and the two-men shops brought under· 
tht' a'Yard in order to prevent con1petition, 
but there was an agitation on the part of 
the srnalJ ~.hopkecpers, aud the Bill was 
immediately chopped. The same principle 

is being adopted under this Bill. 
[8 p.m.] Thnc is an cndea.-our on the 

part of big firms to cut out the 
2rna1l bakc'l'S \rho are endt'Gvouring to carry 
on busine::s and ruake ends meet. It is a 
rnietakc to apply the provisions of a Bill 
like this to the country districts. Brisbane 
conditions do not apply to country districts 
where the population is spar>,e. 

The PRE:IIIER: It will only apply where 
there are factories and shops districts. 

Mr. MOORE : There are numbers of small 
tO\Yns \Yhere there i:-~ only a one-rnan shop, 
and it is going to be a hardship in a ease 
like that. I can quite mcder~tand this Dill 
being rnado applicable to Ipswich ancl sirnilar 
places, \there there is a large population, but 
it cannot be ,applied to country to,_,·ns where 
there is no cmnpetition. · 

The PREMIER: A deputation waited upon 
me in North Queensland asking for this. 

Mr. ::\100RE : I can quite understand that 
there will be individuals everywhere who will 
ask for restr-ictions to be placed on trade, so 
as to prevent somebody else making a living, 

The PRE1\IIER: The desire for it is wide­
~pread there. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not think it is fair that 
this provision ,;hould be made applicable to 
a ]aq;o ·district. lt 1nay be a good thing in 
a tcnYn \Yhcre thoro is a large population. but 
it is 8..- dij.._ercnt propositio11 in u t:ountry 
place. where jWoplc will have great difftcult:: 
ln S(~curing su,Jplif'Q if t-ho.:_>= arc closed at 
these speciiled hours. 

l\Ir. TA YLOH (Wind ,o~): I quite agree 
"\Yiih the hon. nwrnbcr for Aubigny in regard 
to restricting the areas in which the pro~ 
Yi,ions oi ihe Bill shall 011ernte. C:mntry 
conditions are altogether different to those 
in towrr~ and cities. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S}!ITH: It only applies to 
factories and shops districts. Small country 
to\YllB arc not factories and shops a re as. 

1\lr. TAYLOR: The Pr0mier told us a fe\v 
rninute~. ago that a depu, ltion -..v.tited upon 
him in :'\lorth Queen,land requesting that 
this legi,lation should be introdnced. He 
did not tell us whom that deputation repre­
scnt<'d-whether it was representative of the 
vcoplc 0ngagcd in the trade or not. 

The PREMIER: It Wrts a deputnticm of 
people who were interested in the trade, 
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Hon. vV FORG.Ic; SonTH: 1 shmYcd von 
two letters-one fron1 the :.1a~tn· Bak~ rt;' 
Association and one fron1 the Baking Em­
ployees' Trade TJnion. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That "'"' in the metro­
politan area. If the Bill i~ go?ng to npp:v 
to country areas, it will cert tinh· i:1fiict h:::n l­
ship. People in those ,]ace•: arc pa~·in?; 
n1ore fDr their bread th:u1 peoplt~ in t-he 
n1ptropolitan area. o·\ying to th0 fart thnt 
there arc onlv n few flour mills in Qw•en-;­
Iand, and thC ftour ha" to bo r~rrit~d lnng 
distances by rail, and aft0r that b:· bull<>ck 
waggons: and the imp0si6on of the con­
d~tions of this Dill vi.·ould be a gr• 2t llard­
ship on those cmnn1unitic,,_ It· 'YOLdd be 
murh better if IYf: had tho arC[lS \Yherf' the 
Rill i" to con1e ir!to operation ~nccificaliy 
defiw d, so that people would know exactly 
what to do. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
sccnnd time-put and pa' sec!. 

COJ\L\fiTTEE. 

(Jir. Hincan, Brisban,, in the chair.) 
ClD.usce 1 and 2 put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR}!AX renorted thc Bill without 

amendmant. • 
The third reading of the Bill \Ya"' Inadc an 

Orcl•?i' of the Day for \Yedne·,clay ncxt. 

),GRJCT'L1TRAL EDUCATION BILL. 
RES"CHPTIO)l 01" CO:\D,JITTEE. 

(Jlr. Ilir?crlll, IJrisl'ane, in the chair.) 
Cl<nhcs 6 to 8, both inclusive, put and 

flct·'CU. 
Clau'o 9-" rippiicatians for r,tablishment 

uf ~chn( 73 ()r cla3Jf _; "-

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC I:\" 
STH1..:CTIO:\'" (Hon. J. Huxham, Bumnda): 
At this stage 1 might explain that all :efer­
cn{ ,~s to locaJ authoritic~ "'ill be rut OFt of 
t''o Bill. I think that will meet the \Yishes 
of hon. rnernber,~ on b{)th sides of the ~House. 
I moYe the insertion, on line 32. after the 
word ''by," of the words-

" any society, association, or body of 
person::;.'' 

Am0ndment agreed to. 
The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC I~­

STRCCTIO:\": I move the omission of lines 
33 to 36, namely-

" (i.) Any local authority or any two 
or n1ore local authorities having juris­
diction within such locality; or 

" (ii.) Any society, association, or body 
of prrsons." 

A1nendmcnt agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC TN­
STRCCTIO~: I be(\ L> moYo the owi,o;ion, 
on line 26, page 5, of the ~,yards " local 
authority." 

"\mcndment agreed to. 
ClatFc 9, as an1cndccl, put and passed. 
C!au,.•s 10 an-d 11 put and p3ssed. 
Claqsc 12-" Special ratro by Local Autho­

rity''-

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC IN­
STIU:T:TIOK: I propos0 to negative '.his 
clause. 

Clause put and negatived. 

ClauseJ 13 to 20, both inclusive, put and 
pa·,sed. 

The Hou:::e rr" un1cd. 

The CHAIR:}IAN reported the Bill wit1l 
an10ndn1cnts. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC I:\"­
STRCCTIO:\'" mm'ed-

" That the Bill be recommitte-d for the 
purpose of further considering clauses. 
2, 4. 5, and 6." 

QLwstion put and passed. 

RECO}UIITTAL. 
(Jfr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Clause 2-'' Inti:' ~·pretation''-

Thr SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC I:\'"­
STRCCTION: I beg to moYo the omission 
on linos 7 to 12, page 2, of the definitions. 
This o:mits the jnterpretation o£ "LocaL 
Authorit:j'' and "Local Authorities Act." 

.'un endment a greed to. 
Clause 2, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Board of Jlyricultural Educa-

tion"-
The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC IN­

STRCCTlOl',;: I beg to move the omission, 
on line 32, of the word "two·· with a. view 
to inserting the word " three." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 4, a" amended, put and passed. 
Clause 5-" Superintendent of Agricultural 

l!.:rlucution"-

The i:.-ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I::\­
STRCCTIO:\: I beg to move the omission, 
on lino 30, of the word " Couucil " with a 
vic·w to inserting the word ''Board.'' 

::VIr. VOWLES (Dalby): I am glad the 
11in1ster has agrec'd to this an1end1ncnt. I 
suggested it last time the Bill was before the 
Committee, but he "gagged " it. (Laughter.) 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 5, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 6-" Duties of the Board"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTIOJ'\: I bPg to move the omis' ion, 
on lines 44 to 47, of the words-

" (b) To co-operate with local authori­
ties in the establishment of agriculturul 
schools and classes and, g-enerally, in the 
pron1oting of agricultural education." 

An1cndmcnt a :]reed to. 
Clause 6, as amended, put and passed. 
Th-' Houoc resumed. 
The CIIAIR1L\X reported the Bill with 

further amcndn1ents. 
The third rending of the Bill wa-< n1ade an 

Order of the Day I or Tm oclay next. 

L':::-.JIVERSITY OF QL:l:E:\/SLAXD ACT 
A:\IEJ'\DME:'\T BILL. 

Co:.nnTTEE. 

(Jir. Kinran, Brisbunc, in the chair.) 
Clause 1 put and passed. 
Clawco 2-"...'lnnual cndo~crn, nt "-

Th" SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Bumnda): 
I bDg to move the omissi"n, on line 7, page 
2, of the words " in natural science." 

Amendment agree-d to. 

Hon. J. IIuxham.] 
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Clause 2. as anH:mded, put and passed. 

The House rc'sumed. 

The CHAIR:IIA); reported the Bill with an 
an1ondn1ent. 

The third reading of the Biil was made an 
,Or·der of the Day !or Tuesday next. 

AL'CT'IO:'\EER3 AKD CG:\EVIISSION 
AGENTS BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The ATTOR?\EY-GE::_\/El'tAL (Hon. J. 
111ullan, Plin<lr ni): This Bill is the outcome 
of deputations and representations on the 
part of the auctioneers and conunission 
agents and of the general public. A way back 
in 1910 the Government of the day had a Bill 
prepared; but it we• s not introduced and 
since has boon fort;otten. In 1920 a d~puta­
tiou waited on me and urged the introduction 
of this measure as a protection to the public 
ancl to the decent auctioneers and commi~sion 
agents from the sharks who wore invading 
the bLrsine's. I informed the deputation that 
I would give full consideration to the ques­
tion, and, after doing so, I am satisfied that 
a Bill of this kind is absolutely necessary. 
In making my inquiries I called on the Com­
missioner of Stamp Duties for a report upon 
these persons w he follow these oallings, and 
I propose to give a sample or two of his 
rmnarks-

" It is within my knowledge, from 
documents coming belore me for stamp­
mg and abo Impounded br the Inspector 
of Stamps, that many p01:sons are taken 
in by !raudulent misrepresentation of 
the po,.ltron of such businesses by 
~puriuus advertising 

'' As previously pointed out, I consider 
the _only. reasunaule safeguard to the 
publiC ·Cloing ordinary business with corn­
u~ission age11ts ~s v,ell _as the prevention 
?f tht.; evil herOill l110ntioncd, is the pass­
.lng of a rneasurc for the regrstratron and 
proper control of lJCrsous carryrnn· ou this 
class of busincsb.'' b 

He also says--

. ' Casc:s ha vo come under rny notice in 
estates where suprmsedly reputable com­
n~rsswn agent, have dehaudod persons 
of largo su1ns of n1unoy by various devices 
-even having bogus rnortgages executed. 
IIow_ove_r, .the greate<:,t danger to tho 
publrc .L:i 111 the buying and selling of 
_lJl'operbos. ......\ caso recently v1 as brought 
unoificiaily bc~on~ n1e where an agent 
had a ~1i~'e litt}e property for sale; price, 
say, £4<::5. "\ 1Juye1· called and was 
auxiou~ to lJUl'C'hase bo~ause b'is \Vife \Vas 
1·ery JJ!cased with it. The agent informed 
hun that as the vendor desired to get 
a'" a:," ~10 rcq nir..:d cash, or the greater 
part ol the money paid immediately. The 
buyer weut n,vvay to tu:rango for this, and 
< 'Ul1l~ back ~-onlC> few da}"' later prepared 
to pay tlw who,1c arnouut in cash. Tho 
ageut, apparently satisfied that this 1nan 
vvas a !::-ure bu:yer, negotiated with the 
~cydor to purchase the property for, say, 
:v090 cash, getting the transfer n1ade out 
in tho namo of either a clerk in his 
ern ploy or some other person known to 
hirn. Cpon the return of the b'..lYer ho 
was told ihe pu,:c:hase price was" £450. 
Iu th;s cas•' the ag.ont not onlv netted his 
commission from the vendor but also the 

[Hon. J. ,1Jullan. 

further sum of £60, the difference 
between his purchase for £390 and the 
sale at £450. 

'; ..:_\ con:nnon excuse \Yith sornG agent, 
when people call for their deeds is to 
say they are with the Stamp (lflico. At 
odd ti1noc;; people call hero to know ·why 
\VC retain their documents, and then v:hen 
they uro told such documents are not 
here the trouble begin,; with the flgcnt, 
vvho inYariabh is aLlc to raise sufficient 
lnoney--possit;1y by treating another 
client similarly~-to pay up, bring the 
ducnmcnts along, and have the 1natt.er, 
which should haYe been arrang<·d by him 
months before, completed." 

I could giye scorc5 of cases where it is 
alleged that the heartless scoundrel known as 
a " snide" agent has received the little 
hoards of "·idow' and other unfortunate 
people, and I am satisfied that it is our 
d.ut,v to protect the public against such 
unscrupulous scoundrels and also to protect 
thP honest auctioneer and con1n1ission agent 
against the dishonest man, and, if possible, 
to prevent mch unmitigated scoundrels from 
doing this kind of thing in Queensland. \Ve 
cannot oradieate scoundrels of this type 
altog·ethcr, but we can do something to ma~e 
it difiicult for them to carry on thmr 
nefarious calling. 

I have taken advantage of this opportunity 
to bring the provisions of the ~1,uctioneers 
Act of 1864 up to date and to deal with the 
.a uctionecrs and con1mission agents in one 
1neasure. There are 1nanv anotnalies in the 
Act of 1864, and, as many of the provisions 
of a Commission Agents Bill apply equally 
to auctioneers, it is thought most convenient 
to take that course. 

The Bill, so far as it affect auctioneers, 
.:on1cs into operation on 1st January next. 
The provisions regarding auctioneers \vill not 
apply in certain cases, such as sake. by the 
Department of Public Lands, by the Shenff, 
bY order of the Court, by a poundkoeper, 
loc:t.l authorities, the Public Curator, and so 
on. The provisions relating to com1nission 
ao-ents are to be in force only in specified 
a~eas prescribed bv Order in c;uncil, for the 
obvious reason that there js no pa1'ticular 
cloma nd for the Bill in the provincial towns, 
although it is .absolutely necessary in the 
metropolitan area, and for the additio~al 
reason that rnost, if not all, conl1illSSIOll 
a o·cnt:5 in the smaller towns carrv on corn­
u~s:jon agency business 1nerely as ~ side-line. 
l'robablv thcv do 1wt mako mar' than one or 
t\vo sa1Cs in" tho course of u year, and it 
would not be ncccs,ary or desirable to haraso 
them by asking them to pay tho license fee_s, 
provide fidelitv bonds, and so on. Areas rn 
any part of Q'Uconsland may be proclaimed, 
if neo~ssary. 

The Bill, of < ourse, replaces the Auc­
tioneers Act of 1864, and pm,-idcs for the 
appointrncnt of a registrar and such other 
officers as n1ay be ne<':~-:..:mrv. Auctioneer·.,' 
licen-,cs are to be of two" kinds-general 
licens, .. s. "hich will operate throughout the 
whole State, and district license··, which will 
1.>e in force in the district in v;hich they are 
i-~sued. An application for an auctioneer'5 
license i< to be made to the clerk of the 
court in the localitv in which the auctioneer 
resides, and is lo be accompanied by a 
fidelity bond for a sum not exceeding £500 
a10d bv tc>timonials as to character signf'd by 
fin:> reputable citizens, and by the prescribed 
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foe of £5 or £15, according to whether the 
license required i' a dist,ict license or a 
genom! license. lf the court is satisfied as 
t0 the respectability and suitability of the 
applicant, the li( en~e, of course. wiil be 
gmnted. At present the application is made 
to the court for a eertif1cate, and, strange to 
say, it is the T1·easurer who grants the 
license. l:'ndcr this Bill tho whole business 
can be settled expeditiously and locally with­
out any trouble to anybody concerned. Any 
person who cnrries on business without the 
proper license is liable to the penalty of 
imprisonment for six months Ol' a fine not 
exceeding £100. The Bill prohibits night 
auctions, but the :Minister may gntnt nermits 
for auctions of goods at baza.ars, the p ... roceEds 
of w hi eh are to be devoted entirely to any 
church or charity. There is also a provision 
that sales of y;ool iurludcd in catalogm·s, 
after the woo! has been inspected during the 
day, may be ca.rned on "ithout any limita­
tion, the reason being that very often \Yool 
sales are carried on on a Yt'l".V large scale and 
have to be conducted very expeditiouslv. 
The Bill is not intended to hara,,·, anv bona 
fide business, but to protect business" people 
and the public. · 

The Bill a!· ·J 

and proscribe , 
indulge i11 

dcaL3 with bogu::; adYcr'r.lsing, 
a pcnaltJ for persons who 
pracric~_'. ~\nction£..:•crs cannot 
the propcrtv of a dient 

[3.30 p.1n.] l1out his writtC·n COli ent, nor 
can an employee o£ Rll <.tuct:onecr 

sell without the writt0n consent of the 
person who o n1s the good··. 

Mr. BETIBINGT0:-1: iYould not the fact of 
his sending it in for sale be an order to 
sell it? 

. The ,\TTORKEY-GE"''ERAL: Of course, 
1f he sends it in bona fide, uo doubt it will 
be all right. ;'.Iontys received in respect of 
sales :shall be applied in the paym'nt of 
cominlSSion and the payn1cnt of such n1oncys 
as may be due to the auctioneer, and the 
balance mu··.t be placed, until paid to the 
acco~nt of the seller of th property, in a 
special or general trust fund. That mone'T 
shall not be attachable for any debt owed 
by the auctioneer. In that way we safeguard 
the seller of the propertv and save him from 
the misfortunes that ol1 some occasions in 
the past have overtaken people v.ho hr,ye 
placed their property in the hands of dis­
hor1est auctionf 1 '-· Anctionccrs rnust render 
accounts to their princl_pals within fourteen 
days. ~\,uctioncers who fraudulently convert 
moneys to their o-..,vn use are liable to 
imprisonment ,,-ith hard labmll' for five 
years, or to a penalty not exceeding £200. 
Auctionec1 .·l cannot ,,ue for ft:es 11nlr-:'_' thcv 
arc licensed and hilvc -written pcrn1i·sion tO 
sell frmn the ner Ol' his agent: 8lld th::~: 
n1ust not fees exceeding those 
prescribtd. 

Applications must a! ;o be made for com­
mission agents' liccnsp·--; The,-.-, too. rnust bo 
accornpani·_ld by a bond not ('XC('erling £500, 
by ('Crtificatcs as to character ignt>d by fiyc 
reputable citizrns~ u1d by a fee ! ... ot C'xccr:dlng 
£5. The Bill coutai11s pro,~i~ions den ling 
wiih con1rniE<::ion agcuts .,Jn1llnr to those deal~ 
ing \Yith aul ~ ionc·~·rs-sut l! as the c~-:rrvin~ 
on of a busin ~s without a liu.::u e in :_,_ Jj,.'t-ric\ 
in wh-irh it. is to ha ,-c a l i(('usc, in 
regard to the hogn~ a\_1YPrtiscnl('r~ts, 
the sellin~· of prn;v·rty ;Ylthon: the \Vrith~n 
c.on~cnt of the ownPr, proyiding for tlw 
application of trust funds, the rendering of 

accounts within fourteen davs, in regard 
to the fraudulent conversion of money, and 
so on. 

Ylr. BRENNAN: Will those conditions a]lply 
to the sellers of wool ? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. \Ve 
have consulted those persons, and, provided 
we give them the right to sell at night if 
the. . o desire thev ure satisfied with the 
oth-;,r provisio~s of "the Bill. \Yhen a com­
pany carries on busine_-;;s, the, chairman. of 
dirPctors, the manager, or otnc-r govcr111ng 
oflicer, shall be liable for any off·cnce. 

Tho Dill provides for the keeping of a 
reo·lstcr of auctioneers G nd con1mission agents 
ottho State, and for the publif'.ction of a list 
of auction('ers and cotn1nission agents in 
~laTch of each vear. Auctioneers and com­
Jnission agPnts illuy appoint a sub3titutc to· 
carrv on their bLLsini_·~r;; on the payrnent of a 
fee Of 10s. : anJ, in thu CJ.SC of tho death 
or insolYcnCJ' of an auctioneer or conrn1i;;sion 
agent, the exeC'Ul'Jrs, adr~1inistralo?'S, or 
trus' ·es rnav transfer the !Jccn .. e '.nrh the 
appro;-al or" the court. 

Provision is made in the Bill for the 
cancellation of the licnmo of an auctioneer 
or conun!ssion agent iu cer', Jin c~se"·, :-.uch 
as his being convicted of an indictable offence. 

The Bill gives the Gov, rnor in Council 
po;-rer to rnakc suc.h regula.tions as. ~11ay be 
llCCC'"sary for carryrng out ri ·o provrsrons. 

The Bill rcpresento an hone ... t attempt to· 
regulate the busine'-;;; of auctioneers and 
conuniseion agents and to protect the honest 
busineso man and the commumty generally 
from tho human hawks who are ever ready 
to rob the unwary investor. I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now rc·ad a second 
time." 

!dr. VO\YLES (Dalby) : This is a machinery 
Bill, and there is not vory much prmc1ple 
in it other than that it is an attempt to 
reC"ulate the business of auctioneers and com­
mi-;;sion agents. I think it must be generally 
admitted that it is time legislation was· 
passed to deal with this. bran~h of business. 
\Ye have had a law clealmg w1th aycll?neers 
in the pasc; but the remarkable thmg 1s that 
the auctioneer who sold by public auctiOn­
which necessarily implies publicity-was 
compelled to pay a fee, and the man ,,-ho 
sold privately, and whose transactwns were 
not open to the light of day, had no fee to· 
pa,- for the right to carry on lu~ busmcss. 
I am rather surprised that the. Mm1stcr ~as 
not "one further in introducmg the BilL 
I thi~k that 1nany con1n1issjon agents carry­
ing on business in the country would be 
glad to pay a reason~bl_e fee as a prot.cctu=:n 
against bogus comrn~s~Ion agents, who, Ill 

~noport1on to population, nurnLcr as rnan_Y 
in th? countrv as in the city. ·There IS 
certainly proYi-~ion that-

,. The GoYcrnor in Council n1ay from 
time to ti1ne, by Order in Coun_cil pub­
li~hcd in the ' Gazette,' declarQ that the 
rnovisio11s of this Act relating to co_m­
;nie~ion agent: shall cmne ~nt~ ?l)C'ratwn 
and bo in force jn s•~1eh ,chstnc~ ~ us are 
~peci. d in such ord~'r: then--upon r:uch 

shell! cornc iuto opcrati?n a.n;! 
111 force in such districts uccurchngb-. 

The on!v clr~s of cornrni·--.ion n~·-'nt refcn:cd 
to will b'c found in the c!efmitiou clause, >rh1ch 
proYiJcs that "con11nis~1on a(~·c1Tt " m0~n'?,~ 

''Any person 1vho. \Yithin a d1' tnct 

illr. V mules.] 
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111 which tho provi"'ions of thi.o; Act relat­
ing to con1n1ission ~gl·nts ar2 in forn•, ?~S 
an agent for others, wh0rher en comJnis­
sion or for or in expectation of anv fee 
gain, or reward, and cithc•r alone "ol· i1; 
t :nnection \Yith any o~hPr b~1:-,in ,,..,, ( xt r­
Ciscs or carries 011 the• ha,iu :;. or 
achpcrtisc.;; Ol' notific';; d1;,:: be (<-.,_ rc::<es 
or f'<.u-rjcs on iho b~1_·_:inc--.: of l ~1~:i:nr: 
"-''lling. or Jotting boU3Pf", lnnd, or c-~icttt;: 
Ol' w·gotlating for ~urh buy1r:g, ~c1liEg, 
or letting, or buvin<:o· or s. lfing hotel 
b+-nsincsst:s: boar~fing~"'hou_::;e bu~irc:s.~-~-- ., 
s.or_ckccp1ng buslnf"SSC'S, :nanufacturing 
lJtlSlllC~·-cs, or tradjng businesse~ - .·hatso­
C\ •r, or any iutort 1t in a11v of svch 
btlSHlE'-"~ " " 

"'That, to 1ny mind, i1nn~Y"(:·s UJH1Cu'~3arv 
limitations. I a1n rather~ inc:incd io think 
that t.he:·o aro rnen in the countrv \vho "\Vould 
not he averse to pa\ inrr n, fop~ and cmnino· 
\Yith.i.n the operatiOn ~of t'his l1H'a~tll''. o 

~Ir. KIRWAN : It is not often you find 
tJCoplc leaking to be taxed. 

:Ylr. VOWLES: There is a class of man 
\Yho does not a.rh:(;rb8c. Before rr rnan ;;.hould 
be entitled to C'a rr, on hus!nc" .. ns a com­
nlif:<:"ion agent he slionlcl hav' an office, .and 
he should advertise that he is a rom:m.isslon 
agent. T.hat should be the first essential. 

_I . have Peen many cases in country dis­
tncts ·where the name " cmnmi "·,ion agent " 
has b,-, n misleading. Hon. members would 

·be astonish0d if thev know th.: nurnher uf 
licensed victuallers "··ho charge conunissiou 
on st-ock transactions. Even solicitor;:, do, 
though I have never ·done it. The reason 
they do it is that the con1mi:---)ion ag-c.,nts do 
l-egal work-the~~- n1ake a practice 0£ it. I 
see that the rights of the legal profcs"ion 
are being preserved, as the Bill sa v:s- -

"This Act shall not in anv '~'ay affect 
the provisions of section " 41 "of the 
Snpr, •ne Court ~\et of 1867, nor the 
provisions of the Money L nders Act of 
1916." 

Section 41 of the Supreme Court Act of 1867 
is the contempt of court sedion. It has been 
observed in the breach, and thing have got 
to such a stage in Brisbane that not onlv 
do commission agents charge the con1misiiioll 
which they are entitled to charge, but they 
actually charge for cl erica 1 work done in 
addition to attendance fees, lettcr-writ'ing. 
and all that sort of thing, on the same lines 
as a professional man would do. 

1\fr. KIRWAN: They charge for transfers, 
·too. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; it is a pib· t.hat some 
of them arc not brought undci· the con­
tempt of court section. If ''"' are go in a- to 
legislate to protect the commission agent, he 
will have to stick to h;-; own businco,s and 

. he sh~uld be P.rosccuted for transgre~sing, 
as he IS now doing. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: That i- the reason 
why subcle"usc 13) of clause 2 is inserted. 

i\'lr. 
there. 

The 
"pccial 

VOIYLES: That )·as ah,'ays 

ATTORNEY-Gr:-::-ERAL : This vvill 
attention to it. 

call 

M:r. VOWLES : It is juet as \\"<'li to bring 
it before their notice. · Son10 of these n1cn 
lnvc vonc to the trouble to f)ll:tlify as con­
reyanccrs: they have put ln :TcJ.l of stud-,.· 

ne! the0· h'tve paid the fees; the:· aro carr:,:· 

fMr. Y01cles. 

ing on businF3S as com1nission aq-ents and 
art~ rc(!."i ,tcrcJ. as conveyancers, and th2y are 
entitled to their fees; but. unfortunntcly, the 
m<'n who hrrs not qualified is in the same 
position to-day. That ~honld b0 remedied. 

. It '·h'llB to me that this Bill is going to oo 
rather gootl for the State Insurance Dcpq,rt­
ll1PnL bt•cansc it rncans ihat n1ore business 
"·ill be brought in in the way of fidelity 
guarantee bonds. 

The ATTOHKEY-GEXERAL: 'The Bill provides 
for a fiJclitv bond from the State Insurance 
Co!1unissionCr "Ol' other prLXTibPJ scrurlty.'' 
The fidclitv bond from the Stat·• Insura.nce 
Con1n1isf'jo~cr is n1cntioncd becaufe we are 
]:-:suing a special rnte. 

i\Ir. VOWLES: There are one or two 
things I "·ould like to bring under the 
Minister's notice. \Ye know what the law 
j~ in respect to auctionec·rs~it has been in 
force [1, long tin1e. They receive a license 
and pay cc>rtain fc,es, and there is no desire 
to interfere \Vith thcn1. Thorc i.s a desire 
on the part of the city auctioneers to have 
the fee the sarne in the cit7 as in the 
countr.v. Clan 'e 16 reads- ~ 

" E,~ery person '''ho desires to obtain 
a connnission agent's lic(~Uso shall lodge 
with the clerk of a court within the 
di trict wherein he resides an applica­
iicn in the fonn prescribed. acco::n­
prrnicd by a fidelity bond in a prescri?,ecl 
amount not excc' cling £500 

Is there going to be a discrimination between 
the amount of the fide!i ty bond in the 
ciiffcrcnt area"? A commi~sion agent can 
carry on business by telephone or tclegram 
or by corre''l'ondcnce, and he might have to 
lodge a fidelity bond for rr different amount 
to person carrying on bu~incss in another 
area. It appears tbat the words " not 
exceeding" were never intended to be 
inserted in this cl a use. 

The ATTORXEY·GlmERAL: They are intended 
to be there, all right. 

Mr. VOWLES: Then you are going to 
discriminate. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: We may discrimin­
ate between the cit:, and the country. They 
do not do much business in the country in 
comparison. 

]1!!,·. VOWLES: You are not dealing with 
stock and station agents. The different 
districts arc to have different fidelitv bonds. 
'I'he re ~t of the Bill is purely a matter. to be 
dealt with in Committee, when certain 
amendments will be submitted. They have 
b~cn posted to me. I think they come from 
the persons chicfl y interested in Brisbane. 
and I will bring them up in Committee. I 
am glad that this Bill has been introduced. 
The time is fully ripe for it. If it is going 
to protect tho public, it will accomplish 
som<' good. It will not do any good in con­
n:ction ,,-ith the case mentioned bv the 
1\Jinistcr. If a n1an is rlishon(''.t and has 
funds at hie dispo'rrl. it dor s not matte1· 
v.-hat the frC' is, he will pa:.· it and carry on 
bL di..;llonesty. 

l\Ir. Kmw,;x : The fidelity bond will be a 
protection. 

l\rr. VOWLES: In the case mentionr-d bv 
thr: =.yy]n! ter. where a n1e1n entered into ;. 
~- er et ~lent, he should, if pc . ..;;1blP. be 
d~':tlt crimina1h-. T do no: think tbnt it 

be JK ~.jblc to. do that. lm1 be hou1cl he 
n lt ,,·ith · ·ith the utmost rigour of the 

law. \Yhen men improperly use funds 
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entrusted to them, legislation like this is not 
going to deter them. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Supposing we struck them 
off the roll, like we do solicitors. 

Mr. VO\VLES: You could do that. IIe 
<::oulcl only carry on businecs during such 
time as he had a ccrtificatP. Cases like that 
should not only be reported, but the depart­
ment should sec that such persons are 
brought to jw:1tic-~. 

Mr. KERR (Eno(J(/' ra): The Bill propose' 
to cr2ate an auctioneer's license and a, com­
mis~,_ion agent's li('cnse a;.: t1.Yo entirely separ­
ate things, cl a uses 6 to J 5 dealing with 
auctioneers and clauses 16 to 24 dealing with 
<Jommission agents. I think everyone realises 
that colnmission agents' interests are con­
nected with those of auctioneers. It appears 
to me that there is nothing to warrant 
chancing for two distinct licenses. Thoce 
concerned will toll you that the two businesses 
are insepe.rable. I think the Minister should 
take i he matter into conoideration and 
co-ordinate those matters a little more than 
hao been done. The Bill provir!c·, that sale 
by nuctio:1 shall mc·~n-

. . . . the ·nle of any property 
whether l'Lal or personal of any kind or 
~ascription what,oe\·cr by outcry, knock­
Ing dol\ n of harn111er, or any other mode 
whereby the highest bidder is the pur-
chaser '' 

That provrsron gives no power for an 
auctioneer to seil other th"n under the 
hammer. \Ve know pcrfertl.'· \Yell that some 
auctioneers in Brisbane carry on a good deal 
of Lusiness not under the hammer at all. 
\Vo should not rCS 1Tict the auctioneer to ,clJ­
ing ur~d -r the han1rr1er. \ 1 cry ofte'l a priYate 
sale is carried on, and under this Bill it 
would bo necessary for a cominission agent 
to handle that matter. The auctioneers 
should be permitted lo sell in a different 
manner to that which is prm·ider! bv that 
clause. • 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Can the hon. 
member tell me of any auctioneer who is 
not a commission agent? 

Mr. KERR : There are many auctioneers 
-who do not concluC't commission agency busi­
ness. If the Minister agrees th>tt the t" o 
classes of work arc carried on bv one fi.rn1. 
then we should make provision 1n tho Bill 
to allow that to be done·. The Bill restricts 
sales by corn1nission agt~n.b to tran··~actions in 
con~1cction \Yith hc_n1~l.~: land, c~tate~, hotel 
busnle: ~~cs, boarding-houPcs~ :::-torekeeping, 
manufacturing or trading businp;;:.,;cs. I 
think a good de a! more protection s.hould be 
affordc·l for the £15 for a license fee. It 
appears to me that, if they join up auction­
eers' lic-:-nses :.11d comrnission agents' licensE""~ 
and haYo a. slidin£r sra]c; Gf fees for 
auctionc.ers it woulc( get over that dif­
ficulty. I do not agree with the principle 
in the Bill with regard to the tidelitv bond. 
which prc\ ents any im-urancc cornpatly othc{· 
thn.n th ~ State T n.~uranc0 officp frorn 
is.,uing a bond for £500. I do not thin)c the 
anctionc0rs and comnJis,!c 'l agents object to 
the bond, but they do Pot th~i)k a mn.nop01v 
shou1-d b0 gh~C'n to th~~ St::th• In-:;uran· 2 
office. >·hi<:~l has tlJG 0r of Jf 
the Rtate I n"lll'C~lH : j~,~ -;~ot s 1 
that an appli('ant for a lir0nse is worthy 
a bonr! of £500. it mr1v '.>ithhold the bond, 
but an ir·surance comp~11y· ma:v be prepared 
'to take the ri~lc I do not think that su'Jh 

a monopoly should be created. I also desire 
w say something in regard to the clauso 
dealing ,,·ith 1none.1 s obtained. VVe know 
perfectly well that many people who buy 
from aurtionu~rs run n1onthly aecounts, and 
the a uctionoers have bad debts. According 
to this Bill the bad debts will revert to the 
seller of the goods, and the agent will not 
come "·ithin the jurisdiction of this clause, 
b~causc it is provided that he must sell more 
or le·~:;; for cash, and, unless he sAils for cash) 
tl10 seller will accept the responsibility for 
bad d< bts. I have circulated an amend­
ment providing that auctioneers shall have 
a residential qualification in Queensland. My 
re&son for doing that is because of the fact 
that during sho1v week wo have auctioneers 
coming from the South and taking busino~s 
out of the hands of the auctioneers of this 
State. It is only right, when we are asking 
the auctioneers to pay a fee, that they should 
be nrotcctccl from the auctioneers o£ the other 
States. 

Mr. BR'XNAX: What do they sell? 

::\Ir. KEBR: Principally stud cattle. l 
hope that matter will be considered by rhe 
.... ,;,ttorney-Genoral. 

Mr. ;\'lOO RE (.1 ubi(Jny): There are just a 
few point; in this Bill which I want to 
c·mphasise. I quite recognise that the Bill 
is required, but I would point out that there 
is just as n1uch need for protection in con­
nection ·,-,,ith the agPnts \vho sell live stock 
a.s thcro is in regard to the agents 1vho sell 
land. Very often an agent will send a m>tn 
out long di~tanc:es to in2pect ~tork that he 
hac. for sale, and subseqnentl.v the stock is 
~aid by an out ·ide indi,-iduul, and the HgPnt 
has all his \York fer nothjng. _\ ccr:<-,tin 
amc,unt of protection is rl_·qnired in that 
direction. Then, again, all auctioneers should 
he cornpclled to have a ro~istcrcd office. If 
a n1an htts got a sign Uj), it shov,"::: h0 h:1s so;ne 
standing in the place. and that he is in a 
hctt0r po-;~hon than ihe stn''.:t a.gt?rlts that 
we have in a number of tOY'i'll 0 The street 
agent-; only poach o!l tht~ larger agents; 
they got hold of their lists 'me! then cndea­
Your to halve the co1n1ni~.sion. Rr ·trictions 
are necessary in this connechon. lio,vevPr, 
this is more of a Committee Bill, and we all 
agrC'C' that ~uch a Bill is required. From the 
cxpcriPnrp I have had, I am ~orr~.r to see 
r0~triction.s proposed in certJ.in directions. 
al'ld I hope that, when we get into Committee. 
the Attorney-Genf>ral will agree to enlarge 
the scope of the Bill in the matter of selling 
stock and also in regarr! tn the amount of 
fee''· In coLmtry districts in particular I do 
not think it is a fair thing to charge two 
fees. 

Thr \TTOR.REY-GEXER.-\L: Thoro need only 
be a district fee in th~ country. 

Mr. ::vrOOBE: It is unfair that they sho,,\l 
havo to pa5 tv. o fLes. 

The ~\nonxEY·GE'>ERAL: 'The.,. need only 
take> ont a gPnc::.·al liccnsP. A n:mn who takes 
ont (\ gpneral licclL e 1Yill be covered for the 
·~,he le of (~uccn~land. 

1\lr. ~.TOORE: I rm quiic , ~tisficd to take 
tht ~.Ii11istcr~s ·word for it; but from my 
r<.~cling· of thP clau2e it a.·'~l·"ars to nw that 
th0v v.:ill ha·. c to nav a ·dt~J{lhlc f('c. \',T L' 3.11 

· \Vjth the gr'n(:ral nrinciplf' of hav"ing­
c ag-0nt.s licen·:cd and i-Zll')C'l'\'}-rll sn th~~t 
pl1h]ir will not bP trd\:!.1 do,yn in the 

\Yay they h:1Yc been taken tlo•,yn in th!! past, 

Jlr. Jl oorr. J 
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in many instances by having staten1cnts n1ado 
to them that are not concct. I think the 
Bill is a very desirable one. 

Question put and passed. 
The consideration of the Dill i::; Committee 

was made an Order of th• Day for to-morrow. 

HEM~TH ACTS AJ'.lEKD:\IENT BILL. 
1XITIA1'IOX Df C'mniiTTEE. 

(Jir. ]{irwan, BJ !·sbrcnr, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Parldillyton): I beg to move­

" That it i dcoirable that a Dill be 
introduced to amend the Health Acts, 
1900 to 1917, in certain particulars." 

Mr. VOIVLES {]Jelby): I notice the 
}fini>ter did not give any information. I 
have no doubt that it is verv desirable to 
amend the Health Acts, but ive would like 
to kno\\' in \vhat direction. If \VG are not 
going to get the information at this stage, I 
certainly trust the =.\iini ter \Vill giyc us 
cye1·y opportuni!,y, in ihP ·way of timo 
to pPrusn t.he propo--cd Inca:Jurc so that 
wo uwy bcco1ne acquainted \Yith ~t. It is 
n1ost t-:-_'f'hnical, and I should itnaginc-, fl·om 
what has taken place, t},·tt it "-ill be a fair!,· 
large Bill. 

The PRE"\TIER: A very reasonable rcquc.;;t. 

Yir. VOvVLES: The Premier must remem­
ber that we have not had an opportunity of 
pPrusing son1c of the legislation introduced. 

[9 p.m.] 
The PHE~IIER: The hon. member has shown 

that he is very convercant with the Bills we 
have dealt with to-nig·ht. 

l'.Ir. VOWLES: Thank :you. (Laughter.) 
\1{ e would like a little information at this 
stage from the Minister; but, if we cannot 
get it now, we expect sufficient time later on 
when the Bill comes before us to enable us 
to get into touch with its contents. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I hope the 
Minister will give us fair and reasonable 
time to discuss the Bill \Yhen it comes before 
us. He has told us nothing about its provi­
~iom. He h<ts simply told us that the Health 
Act is to be amended " in certain particu­
lan.'' We are. given to understand that there 
are some very important matters to be dealt 
with, and we want the fullest opportunity to 
discuss them. Yfsterda:: we had six Bills put 
into our hands, every one of,: hi eh can1e on for 
discu~9ion i1n1nediatelv. FiYe of thcrn were 
very important Bills, :while one Dill was not, 
perhaps, of such importance as the others. 
It is not fair to put half a dozen Bills into 
our hands and expect us to deal with them in 
a proper way in 'uch a limited time. All \VO 

ask is that the "gag " shall not be applied 
in connection with this Dill, and that we shall 
have a fair opportunity to g·o thoroughly 
into it. It should not be treated as a party 
measure. 

Yir. SIZER (.Yunrlah): I rc'g-ret that wo 
have no knowledge as to d1at this Bill '"ill 
contain. If there i, one n1cac urc '\Vhich 
needs amending n1ore th;, n any oth0r. it is 
our Health Acf. I would likt--. the ~linister 
to delete tho "\YOrds " in certajn particulars" 
fro1n his n1otion. ..l\._ trcrnP-~~dous arnount of 
discm,ion \Vill ari-.e on the Dill. and the 
deletion of tho,;,,_-, 1vord3 woul.cl giYt' n-s free 
scope for discussion. I thlnk that provi~ion 
"'hould be rnadc in thn 1nea:surc to nrcYcnt 
the pollution of streams. · 

[ JJ r. 11 ml'les. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES : YOU will find 
that the measure is comprehensive. 

Mr. SIZER: It may be comprehensive in 
rc5ard to the subjects it specifically deals 
with, but I am afraid that it will not deal 
with all the matters which should be dealt 
with. N'o Health Act, Amendment Bill 
Ghould pass through this Chamber unless it 
contains a deilnite proviswn to dear up 
the long-st:mding evil of the pollution of 
6-troan1s. \\re hnye been told, when vvo have 
gone to the l~Iealth . Depar_tm~nt. ~n . the 
matter, that it 1s outside then Junsd1cbon_; 
and, when we go to the Treasury, that 1tr 
is ·not a matter which comes under the R1ghts 
in \Vater and \Vater Conservation and 
'Ctilization Act. I would like to ask the 
Minister if it is proposed to deal with that 
matter? 

The SEcRETARY FOR HINES: The Bill deals 
\Yith se\vers and drainage. 

Mr. SIZER: I would like to know whether 
the Bill makes provision for dealing with 
noxious str0arns, bet:ause that is a matter 
which requires to be dealt with in Brisb";ne· 
as soon as pos.,ible. Some of the trades which 
are alleged to be noxious arc being unduly 
hMassed. The local authorities are unabl_e 
to zlcal with them. I would like to know 1f 
it is the intention under the Bill to. reform 
the Health Department and n:ake _1t more 
efficient in regard to mJcro-bJo_logH;al and 
bacteriological research, and br_mg 1t 

1
thor: 

oug!1ly up to date? . I would like. to KnO\\ 
whether the Commisswner for Pubhc _Healt!": 
is to have greater power'~ to deul ":1th epi­
demics? vv·e remember that at the hme ce_r­
tain opidcmic:::J occurred nothing 'vas In 
readiness to cope with them. 

The SECHETARY FOR :MINES: Had you better 
not wait till you get the Bill? 

Mr. SIZER; The difficulty is that, if tl:" 
order of leave is limited by the words "m 
certrtin particulm's," we s~all. be confined to 
those narrow limits. This 1s a non-party 
measure, and I think v.;e should b<; able to 
deal with the '";hole enbJect of pubhe health. 
I regret that the Minister . rem<tins s!le_nt, 
The Bill should also deal w1th the questiOn 
of lead-poisoning. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: You will have 
an opportunity for ful_l discussion on the 
scc>ond reading, and I \Yill accept any reason­
able amendments in Committee. It deals 
with lead-poisoning. 

Mr. SIZER: I do not think the Bill deals 
with the whole question of public health as 
it should be dealt with. I ~herefor9 move 
the omission of the words " In certain par­
ticulars '' so that wG shall have an oppor­
tunit,- 'of dealing fully with all matters 
relating to public health. 

Mr. KERR (Jilnogrtrra): I desire to second" 
the amendment. \Vhen tho Estimates_ were 
under di'·cussion, I dealt with the nmsance 
in BreakfaBt Creek, -which i-, it: n1y elec­
torate. If the Minister will g"IVe mo ~n 
assurance that that matter is de tit With m, 
the Bill I will be satisfied. IIo has a:sured 
'" that lead-poisoning is dult ·cJth 111 the 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR }fiNES: I cannot give 
you an anurance ·sYith regard to that. 

:\Ir. KERR: If the motion goes through 
·with tho \\·)rds " in certain particul::n:s," I 
ehall not haYC an opportunity of gcttmg " 
clansc dealing with the Dre.lldast Ct·eek 
nuisance inserted in the Dill. I haYo gone to· 
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(Onsidcrabl-c trouble in order to ascertain how 
tl>is nuisance could be removed, and I have 
approached the Commissioner for Public 
fi< .1lth, the Homo Secretary's Department 
and variDus other public departments in tha-f 
connection. I an1 anxious to see a definition 
of " noxious trades " includ~d in the Bill. 
If tho :';linieter a",mres me that noxious 
trades aro going to be dealt with in the mea­
sure I shall be satisfied. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The local autho­
rities have power now to deal with noxious 
trades. 

Mr. KERR: They have not got the 
power, or, if they have got the power, the 
Govornm<'nt are not game to make them 
exercise it. The local authorities have told 
me that they eau deal with an ordinary 
nui"ancc in a barkv·l_rd_ where there is. a 
smell, but it ;s a ve;v different matter deal­
ine: with the Brcakfa~t Creek nuisance. The 
people living in that area are not going t<J 
w&"lk 1:onnd the wool~cour and tannery day 
and mght to ascertam •·"·hero tbe nuisance 
arises. I think the Minicter should give us 
an assurance the.t the Bill will enable us 
to deal wit,h noxious trades and with the 
pollution of Dreakiast Creek, because this 
i~ the last opportunity we" shall have this 
session of dealing with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mnms : The Commis­
sioner for Public Health will ha vc greater 
powers to de1l with suc,b questions under 
this Bill. 

Mr. KERR: Will the Commissioner have 
pmver to remove the nuisance at Breakfast 
Crc>ck? 

The SECRETARY >OR MINL~: He will have 
greater powers than he has got at the 
present time. 

]\fr. KERR: Everyone knows that the 
polJution of Breakfast Creek is a n1_enace 
to the people in that area" They have got 
to close their doors. tp keep out the smell. 
The 1\hmster has g1ven us a half promise 
that the Commi-sioner has power to deal 
with it. If it i;; found that he has not got 
th~- "power. to deal with it, I hope the 
1\l!mster wlll 'tcccpt an amendment to give 
him that power. ' 

Mr. FRY (Tiurilpa): I recognise that this 
is a technical Bill. I take it that the Bill 
is framed on the recommendations of the 
Commissioner of Public Health, because I 
do not t_hm~ anyone else would bring in 
such lcgJs]atJOn without his recommenda­
tion; :;t" the C'om1njssioner is the recognised 
authonty on he:1lth matters, I think mem­
bers should be supplied with copies of the 
Bill beforehand. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You will get 
a copy of the Bili to-night. 

1\Ir. FRY: I am very pleased to get that 
assurance from the ?>Iinister. \Ye have Bills 
ha,dcd to us at the second reading stage, 
and we have hardly got time to study them. 

Mr. TAYLOR !1T'ind>or): We are anxious 
t~J know if iho Dill will deal with the pollu­
bon of strefLms. The l\1inister is not aware 
oi the great nnisancc that ~xists in Break­
fae"t Creek. Unfortunately, we have dis­
covered that the local authorities can do 
nothing. Three or four of the local authori­
ties in the contiguous areas obtained the 
best lcgaJ advice, and they were told that 
thev could ·do nothing. If they acted 
against that legal advice, it would be disas­
trons for them. Ko·v that we are going to 
have an amendment of the Health Act we 

should get some promise that the pollution 
of th " er •ok from this woolscour will be dealt 
with. Th>1t is a reasonable request. Every­
one who lives in that area knows what a. 
nuisance it is, Anyone going home in the 
tram along the Bowen Bridge road can notice 
what a nuisance it rs. The smell from the 
creek extends sometimes as far as Mayne 
Railway Station. There is always an 
o[moxious smell coming from the woolscour, 
and we would like to know if we can deal 
with it under this BilL We recognise that 
an industry has been established there, and 
it is a most difficult proposition for the local 
authorities to deal with. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I will endea­
mur to do something when the Bill is 
introduced. 

Mr. TA YLOR : If the local authorities try 
tu act, tboy will find t.hfLt the Harbours and 
Rivers Department has control over streams, 
and they will be blocked there. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : We can deal 
'' ith it in this Bill. 

Mr. KING (Logan): During a discussion 
of some legi"lation which was introduced 
last week hon. mc·mbers on the Opposition 
side drew the Premier's attention to the fact 
that a copy of the Brisbane Tramway Trust 
Bill had been supplied to the people vitally 
interested, and the hon. gentleman replied 
that it was a good puctice to follow on 
certain occasions. 

I asked the Premier, not as a member of 
Parliament btit as the secreb.ry of the 
Local Authorities' Association, to supply 
that '"'ociation with a copy of this Bill so 
that the f'xccutive might consider it with the 
object of giving the Government all the 
a;;sistance we possibly could to make it a 
workable mf <sure, but my request was not 
acceded to. The local authorities throughout 
Queensland have very important duties to do 
in connection with the administration of the 
Health Act; and, if they could have had an 
OJlportunity of seeing the Bill, they would 
haYo bc•-"tl of great a• si stance in making it a 
workable measur<'. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINRS: You will have 
the whole of the week-end to consider it. 
We will not take the second reading until 
Tuesdav next. 

Mr. · KI);G: This Bill is, intended to 
amend the Health Act in certain particulars. 
If we could got a copy of it before !t is 
introduced, we could help to make rt a 
workable Bill and a useful Bill, and one 
that will be of some use to the community 
generally. I hope the Minister will _acc~pt 
the assurance of hon. members on th1s s1de 
that the object of the Opposition is to assist 
the Government in mal~ing the Bill all it 
ought to be. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornb•,l): I think that the 
request made by members on this side of 
the House is very reasonable. I know that 
the Breakfast Creek nuinnce has been very 
serious, and a gr8at many people have com­
plained of it, but nobody seems to be abl.e 
to deal with the difficultv. The local authori­
ties do not appear to have the power. and 
it has already been explained by the leader 
of the Nationalist party that the Harbours 
and Rivers Department is in a similar posi­
tion. There are many things in the city 
which require the attention of the health 
authorities as well as the local authorities, 
and I hope this Bill will have the effect 
of ensuring that the health of the people 
shall be conserved. 

Mr. Prtn'e.] 
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:\nothcr great nuisance is the nYosquito 
t rcn bl·e. The nHhiquito is snppo";f'd to carry 
a lot of infcc•ion of disease, and although 
att,ernpts have been n1ade to deal Vlith the 
matter, it is ,·cry difficult to control. vYe 
havo a S(_ d,tterod area and infested svlamps 
which arc produr;ng mosquit.oP'l in very 
large numbers, and are a n1enace to the 
Dor;.munit,·. I hope that tho Minister will 
consider i twso rnattPrE, and ihat vve shall 
have a Dill which will enable the authorities 
to impro- G these conditions. 

l\•fr. SIZER (~Tundrllr): I interpret the 
assnranre of the ~linister to mean that he 
is prep trud, in Committee, to consider an 
amondm0nt from this side of tho House to 
cover the nuisnnce roferr •. d to. If ho will 
give U3 the, opportuni-t~/ of bringing thc<se 
matters ·-'ithin tln scono of the Bill and 
making it effective, I a1;1 quite prepared to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The SEC\'ETARY FOR J',Ir:<:ES: If it is found 
to be practicable under this Bill, I will do so. 

Mr. SIZER: Under those circumstances, 
I ask leave to withdraw tho amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House re,,umed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:\'ES (Hon. A. 
J. Jones, Paddington) presented the Bill, 
and moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading was made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION IN CoMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, Flinders) : I beg to move-
" That it is desirable that a Bill be 

introduced to Amend the Constitution of 
Qucemland by further amendino- the 
(Jfiicials in Pilrliamcnt Act of 1S96 in 
certain particulars." 

J\lr. VOWLES (Dalb!!): Does the Bill 
invo-]vc any inci~•~a,sed expenditure? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It does not in· 
crt' t.sc Minist(•rs' salaries or the number of 
1\Tinistus. It merely provide's for the 
alteration made noc·~ssary by the abolition 
of the ether Chan1bcr and the rmnoval of 
the additional portfolio to this Chamber, 
iJ;c~"easing- .tho num her of J\:Iinistors here from 
OI,<;ht to TilllC. 

i\Ir. VOWLES: Without any expense to 
th, country? 

The .\'!'TORSEY-GrNER,\L: 'There. will bo no 
incrca- cd cxponditme under the Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

Th,~ }Ionsc re umod. 

The C!LITRYfAN rppnrtcd that the Committee 
had come to a resolution. 

The resolution \YUS agreed to. 

[.Mr. Petrie. 

FIRST READING. 

The ATTOR~EY-GE:\'ERAL 
:\:lullan, Fli·>dcrs) prcsC'nteJ the 
rnovccl~ · 

(Hon. J. 
Bill, and 

"Thrtt the Bill b,~, now read a first 
tilnc." 

('ncf-tioll put and passed. 
The second reading was n1ado an Order of 

th Day for to-rnorrow. 
Th: I-Iou:, e adjourned at 9.29 p.nl. 




