Queensland

Parliamentary Debates
[Hansard]
Legislative Assembly

TUESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 1922

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy
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TUESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER, 1923,

The SPEskEr (Hon. W,

took the chair at 11 a.m. Bertram, Marec)

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2.
ASSENT.
N 'I:he SPEAKER: I have to report thar I
}?VG this day presented to His Excellency
the Governor Appropriation Bill, No. 2. for
the Royal Assent, and that His Excellency
}\;v;is p]e:tsa;(}ll, W my presenes, to subseribe
§ asser 3 i y i bLehal!
b Hi\?\}\liaje:tl;to in the name and on Lehalf
At a later hour of the «av
3 : ¥V a message was
received from His Excelleney the Gohvernor
%Q?I\‘eymg His Excellency’s ~ assent to the
i1l )

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY
The SPEAKXER: I have to announce that
I have this day received the following medical
ce{@l.ﬁca‘fﬂ from Drs. Morgan Lane and
Ellis Murphy, and a notification under the
brovisions of the Lecislative Assembly Act
Amendment Aci of 1922 from the Hon, W
McCormack :— '
“To the Honourable the Speaker of the

Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

[Mr. Pletcher,

University Site Bili.

“ We, Morgan Lane and Ellis Murphy,

legally * qualified medical practitioners,
hereby cortify that the = Honourable
William  McCormack, member of the

Legislative Assembly of Queensland for
the electoral district of Cairns, is in such
a state of ill-health, through no fault on
his part, that he is unable, and in our
opinion will, during a period of two
weeks from the date hereof, be unable to
attend any sittings of the House without
gravely endangering his health.
* Given under our hands, at Brisbane,
this nineteenth day of September, 1922’
““ MORGAN LANE,
A legally qualified medical practitioner.
“ Eruis MURPHY,
* Alegally qualified medical practitioner.’”

*“To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“ I, Wiliam McCormack, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral distriet of Cairns, hereby
notifv vou that I have endeavoured to
socare,  and, through no fault on
my part, have failed fo secure a
‘pair’ during the period of two weeks
from the date hercof; and I hereby
further notify vou that I desire to vote
#s a member at every sittings of the
Honse and of cevery Committee of the
Whole House by means of a proxy—
namely, the Honourable Edward Granville
Theodore, member of the Legislative
Assembly of Quecnsland for the electoral
district of Chillagoe, or, if the said the
Honourable Edward Granville Theodore
is not present, by another proxy—namely,
the Honourable Alfred James Jones, a
member of the Legislative Assembly of
Queensland for the electoral district of
Paddington.

“(3iven under my hand, at Brisbane,
shis nineteenth day of September, 1622.

“ W, McCORMACK.
“ A member of the Legislative Assembly
of Queengland for the electoral district
of Cairns.”

DECLARATION BY MR. SPEAKER.
The SPEAXER : Pursuant to the require~

ments of the TLegislative Assembly Aet
Amesndment Act of 1928, 1 declare that 1 am
: that the matters stated in the

on received by me this day from:
the Hon. W. McCormack are true.

" UNIVERSITY SITE BILL.
INITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
iMr. Kirwen, Brisbane, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
I bmg to move—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to make provision for the
enlargement of the University site, and
for other consequential purposes.”

The demand for an enlargement of the
University site has been before us for some
time. The ‘‘ consequential purposes” referred
to in the motion refer to an additional strip
of land one chain in width for road purposes.

Question put and passed.
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The House resumed.

The CuAiraax reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agresd to by the House.

FIrsT READING.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I beg to present the Bill, and
move—

) ,”That the Bill be now read a
time,’ ’

Questien put and pasted.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow,

WATER POWER BILL.
SzroND READING.

Hox. W, FORGAN SMITH (Muckau):
The obj.v{ji‘of this Bill, as T explained when
it was initiated in Committee, 1s to de
water power in Queensland. One must
that the industrial progress of this State is
bound up with the obtaining of a plentiful
supply of cheap power. At one time it used
to be considered that that countrr became
industrially greatest which had the moss
extensiva resources of coal and iron, and to
that we might add to-day that country swhich
has great resources of cheap water power. It
is significant that the countries which in
resent years have most developed their indus-
trial rescurces have been countries which have
done so as a vesult of the development of
water power and the establishment of hvdro-
electric schemes. I need only refer in pass-
ing to the industrial development which has
taken place in Norway, Canada, and some of
the States of America, and in Tasmania, in
our own Commonwealth. Take, for example,
the development in Canada. I noticed
recently in one of the engineering reviews
that 90 per cent. of the industrial power used
in that dominion is developed from. water.
Then we know the number of industries which
have been established in Tasmania as a result
of the development of hydro-electric power.

In 1920 a survey was made of Quecnxiand
by Mr. Crowley, the consulting engineer for
water power purposes. He reported on cer
tain areas which he considered eminently =
able for the development of water power
referring more particularly to the Barron snd
Tally vivers, Mount Spec, Middle Creek, in
the Mackayv district, and the Dawson arca of
the Fitzrov. I would point cut that those
areas are capable of developing a plentiful
snpply of power, and I wish to quote pas-
sages from Mr. Crowley's report—

“ [ recommend, as the best proposition
of its kind in Australia, the utilisation
of the Barron Falls; this source of power
is capable of producing from 2,000 1o
10.000 horse-power—2,000 horse-power in
the dviest scason aud 10,000 horse-power
in normal seasons. The stabilising and
jrerease of the capacity can be ancom-
rlished by constructing a dam above the

vain at comparatively small cost.
to great natural advantages. The
construction of a dam would not only
grcatly inereasc the horse-power available
throughout the year, but would alse pre-
vide a magnificent lake at Kurands,
which would greatly enhance the beauty
of this highly attractive tourist resort.

“ The site is an easy onc to develop on
aceount of its being so close to the coust
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and the town of Cairns; the cost of the
transmission line will be very small, and
the cost of extending the line down the
valley to Babinda will prebably be much
less than the cost of special plants down
the coast.

* 1f action is taken to utilise this power
in the sugar-mills of the district, it would
enable them to double their capacity at
practically no increase in the cost for
power.”’

*“ Then the question of starting other
industries must be considered, such as
caustic, alkali, paper mills, reduction
works for the treatrment of our vast
vinersl resoures, all of which, and many
others, with cheap power available would
be successful, and would rapidly transform
thiz portion of the State into one of the
greatest manufacturing centres in  the
Southern Hemisphere. The initial cost
of installing the necessary plant at the
Barron Talls to develop—say, 40,000
horse-power, owing to the great natural
advantages, would be very low per horse-
power  developed. This all-important
phas# of the proposition is vital to the
suceess of any hrdro-electrie proposition;
in this case, all th» factors being advan-
ous and favoursble, success is assured.

** The Barron River Scheme is so simple
that there is no question about it except
the one of cost, and that can be deter-
mined aféor the site is surveved and
investigated  in detail.  There is no
problem whatever counected with  the
sngincering side of the work, and there
will be no difficulty in dizposi of the
currant when it is available

That repore is very illuminating with regard
to the possibilities of the Barron River. The
report then goes on to deal with the Tully
River and Mount Spee, and the possibility
of the development of Middle Creek in the
Mackav district in connection with the supply
of clectric power to the sugar-mills of that
srea.  We also note that in the Dawson and
Fitzrov Rivers and oth-r areas in the South
there are great possibilitics with regard to
the supply of cheap electrie power. The Bill
nrovides for the ecreation of Water Power
areas and the conditions governing them: it
sot+ that out in detail, and in tha: respect
can be gone into fully when we ave in Com-
mittes.  When such Water Power areas are
created—th > interests of local people, of
course, naturally being conserved in connec-
iion with the survey and utilisation of those
aveas—Ivdraulic Anthorities can be estab-
tished which will operate under the provisions
of Orders in Conneil. in the same manner as
Tlectric Authoritics are created under the
provisions of the Blectric Light and Power
Act of 1895, Those Hvdraulic Auvthorities
mav be consituted in different wavs. The
Sesretary for Public Works for the time
being can he constitnted a Hydraulie
Authority if it is thought desirable by the
Government of the dav to enter into a pro-
position which has State significance, and
which is to he considered something in the
nature of a State undertaking. On the other
hand. they mayv be solely appointed by the
Goverument by nemination, or solely elected
be the electors on the parliamentary franchise
Zin the same manner. for example, as the
“etropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Ticard. If a large areg shows possibilities of
great development, it “might be considered

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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necessary by the Government of the day io
establish a Hydraulie Authority elected on a
democratic franchise. On the other hand, the
Authority may be partly elected and partly
nominated by the Government. The powers
and duties of these Water Power Boards are
fully set out in the Bill, and loans for their
development may be made by the Treasury.

It 1s well to menbion at this point that these
Hydraulic Authorities will be governmental
or local governmental in their operations;
that is to say, we consider that it is not desir-
able that resources such as water resources
should be left to development by private
enterprise. We say that tpose resources and
the development and supply of energy there-
from should be made, so far as is possible,
a local govermment function, owned by the
people themselves. One can recognisé the
reasons for tha$, the chief being that it is
desirable that power be supplied as cheaply
as possible. 1%t is not intended to make them
highly profitable concerns; the desire is to
develop those resources in such a way that
industries may be established and supplied
with electric current at the lowest possible
rate. The Bill provides for the necessary
survey of all the resources of the State. It
provides for the creation of water power areas.
Then, 1f it i considered desirable that a
practical scheme be entered upon, an Order
in Council is granted and the Hydraulic
Authority is sst up. I have outlined the
main provisions of the Bill. It largely deals
with details of a technical and engineering
nature, and can be regarded more as a Com-
mittee Bill than as a measure for full discus-
sion at this stage, and consequently I con-
tent myself with moving—

“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”

Mr. VOWLES (Dolby): I think we are all
agreed that better facilities should be offered
for the utilisation of our wabter powers in
Queensland. At the present time we have
legislation dealing with the question in some
minor detail under the Rights in Water and
Water Conservation and Utilisation Act of
1910. Since that Act was passed a good deal
of money has been expended in various dis-
tricts in Queensland, in surveying what might
be regarded as sites suitable Ifor the pur-
poses dealt with in the Bill before the House.
That work is being carried out, more par-
ticularly in the North. I do not know any-
thing about Middle Creek, but I know that
the Barron River, the Tully River, the
Dawson River, and the Fitzroy River all
lend themselves to the creation of water
power areas for the purposes suggested in the
Bill. I do not altogether believe in tying
up the water rights 4o be dealt with only
by the Government and local authorities.
In many instan local authoribies are dis-
inclined to develop their areas. They are
somewhat timid about the expenditure of
such a sum of money as would be involved.
In the event of those local authorities after
a reasonable time refusing to avail them-
Selves of the opportunity of utilising their
water power, then private individuals should
be given an opportunity of investing money
and developing the district. There should
be no hard and fast rule. There should be a
loophole providing that, under certain con-
ditions, when local authorities are disinclined
to take advantage of their rights, private
enterprise should have an opportunity of
carrying out that development. .

[Hon. W. Forgan Smath.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Water Power Bill.

Hon. W. Forean SmrrH: Where the local
authorities are disinelined to act, Hydraulio
Authorities will be specially constituted.

Mr. VOWLES: That will mean the hor-
rowing of money from the Government for
the purpose of carrying out the work., I
think the limitation of private enterprise is
one of the factors causing unemployment in
Queensland. I do not think it should be
limited any further than is necessary. I
believe in keeping public utilities for the
public; but if the public are disinclined to
control them, then, under proper safeguands,
private enterprise should ke allowed to carry
on work which will develop the country and
give a considerable amount of employment.
I know that is against the policy of this
Government and more particularly with
regard to the supply of electric current.
During the war money could have been
expended and development could have been
accomplished, but the Government would
only issue Orders in Council to the local
authorities interested. In the town which
I represent we had considerable delay in
connection with the matter. First of all, the
money was not available, and secondly, when
we wanted to constitute a local company, the
Government would not give their sanction.
As time went on, the cost of material
increased, and when it became apparent thag
the work had to be undertaken, 1t was found
that the work cost nearly 100 per cent. more
than it would have cost if the money had
been available when the Government wers
first asked to sanction the scheme. I do
not blame the Government, because it was
during a war period, but I use that as an
argument to show that when the money was
available, the people interested were not
allowed to carry on as a private concern,
and the benefit of that utility to the public
was lost, and work which would otherwise
have been created was also lost. I hope
that condition will not arise under this Bill.
1 do not believe in these monopolies. This is
something on the lines of the Government
policy in connection with the boring for oil.
It should be made open so that the people
interested may be able to spend money and
create employment.

Mr. W. CooPsr:
“ Golden (Casket.”

Mr. VOWLES: Does that create employ-
ment? However, we are not dealing with
the * Golden Casket.” We are dealing with
something of great importance, and some-
thing which might create a good deal of
profit to & large number of people if we
can get this cheap power which will creats
industries such as is the case in Tasmania,
and also to a greater extent in Japan and
America. If we can get these authorities
going in Queensland where we have no water
power at present, it will be a good thing for
the State, and the sooner it is put in opera-
tion the better. I have nothing more to say
on the sscond reading, but when the Bill geots
into Committee, I shall probably have a
good deal to say.

Question put and passed.

You against the

are

COMMITTEE.
{(Mr, Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair)}
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3—° Interpretation "’—

Hon. W .H. BARNES (Bulimba): I rise
to protest against rushing the Bill through
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in this way. It is only making a complete
farce of legislation. The Bill has only been
handed to us this morning, and we are
asked to rush it through Committee imme-
diately.

Mr. Grepsox: The Bill has been in your
box for the last fortnight.

How, W, H. BARNES: It is most unusual
to ask us to proceed with a Bill of this
importance immediately after the second
reading is passed. .

Hon. W. Forean Smrrs: You should have
protested before the Speaker left the chair.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I recognise that
I should have raised the point then. I%
seems to0 me that this clause, which is the
machinery clause, has to do with quite s
number of things. It has to do with the
“ Authorised officer” and that Authorised
Officer, I take it, is to be an officer of the
Hydraulic Engineer’s Department.

Hon. W. Forgan SMitH: No, an officer of
the Hydraulic Authority established under
the Act. The Hydraulic Authority will be a
similar body to the Electric Authority under
the Electric Light and Power Act.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It seems to me
that you may have some very great difficulty
1n securing a competent man to undertake
what is a new departure in connection with
Queensland industrial life. T recognise that,
generally speaking, under the Electric Light
and Power Act there has been a direct
influence on the part of the officers of the
department. There has been an officer to
direct the work, at any rate to supervise
what was ,being done by these authorities
to which the Minister referred.

Hon. W. ForeaN Smite: That would still
operate,

How. W. H. BARNES: I take it that Mr.
Deshon, or someone else connected with the
Hydraulic Department, will supervise in this
case,

Hon. W. ForeaN Smire: It will be Mr.
Greer, in the Works Department.

How, W. H. BARNES: Mr. Greer, I
believe, is a very competent officer; but, all
the same, it is absolutely essential that there
should be someone who is thovoughly com-
petent in charge of operations under this
Bill. T speak with some little knowledge of
the electric lighting authorities around the
eity of Brishane, as I am a member of one
of those bodies. Most laymen will admit that
we have a great deal to learn in connection
with electric lighting in the suburbs of
Brishane. The fact remains that we are
practically tied up largely to the man who
is at the head of the business, who under-
stands all the various terms which to a lay-
man seem verv confusing and are not easily
understood. I take it that, in connection
with this clause, it is essential to see that
the necessarv provision is made in the direc-
tion I have indicated. It seems to me. also,
that there are other matiers which call for
very great carve. I take it that there must be
some mufnal arrangement betwoen the local
authorities and the Water Power Board:
otherwise, I am certain, matters will not
move along as sweetly as they ought to do.
1 notice that the Minister representing the
Crown may, by Order in Council, be autho-
rised to act as—

“ A Water Power Board  constituted
under this Act, for a water power area.”’

[19 SEPTEMEBER.]
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I would like to ask at this stage if the
Minister is going to exercise a supreme
control over this particular authority, or
whether he will act merely in an advisory
capacity ?

on. W. H. BARNES: That is
ely in an advisory capacity.

Hon., W. Forgan Swmirr: Under the Rlec-
tric Light and Power Act of 1896 the Secre-
tary for Public Works for the time being
has certain powers conferred upon him by
the Orders in Council which are granted.
This will be worked in a similar way.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I take it tha in
the case to which the Minister refers, as
soon_ as the financial obligation is a thing
of the past he will cease to exist so far
as the water authority is concerned. For
illustration, take the Brishbane Tramway
Trust Bill. I take it that when the pay-
menits under that Bill are all made the
Government will cease to have any control
whatever, either in regard to representatiom
or otherwise, and I take it that, in the present
case, once payments are complebed the
Minister will cease to exist so far as this
particular authority is concerned.

Hon. W. Foreaxw Smire: The Hydraulic
Authority established under this Bill will
have complete control over its own business,
subject to the provision of the Order in
Copuncil bringing it into being.

Hon, W. H. BARNES: That, of course,
is a roundabout procedure, but 1 can quikte
understand  it. talke it that the pro-
vision is tha$, as soon as the authority has
been completely established financially, the
Minister will cease to have control. Am I
right in assuming that?

Hon. W. Forean Smire: He will continue
to have control so far as the powers conferred
upon him under the Order in Council are
concerned.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I want to be
quite clear as to how far these powers go
under this particular clauvse. 1 hope the
Rill will prove a very great success, and
that the undertaking will prove all that is
desired.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (¥Mackay):
The point raised by the hon. member for
Bulimba is undoubtedly an important one.
member raises the point as to
whether the Minister will exercise any power
aftor the indebtedness of the hydraulic autho-
rity is wiped out. The point I wish to make
is that the Hecretary for Public Works for
the being will represent the public
interests in connection with all thess enter
isea. Orders in Counci! will be granted
to the Hydraulic Anthorities in the same
way that Orders in Council are granted to
Tlectric Authorities under the Electric Light
and Power Act, and the Minister will con-
tinue to exercise the powers conferred on him
by the said Order in Council. When an Order
) in Council is granted under the
[11.30 a.m.] Electric Light and Power Act,

the authority then operating has
full control of its own business, subject
to the conditions of the Order in Council.
Assuming that the public who are buying
light or power from the Hydraulic Authority
or the Electric Authority have any grievance,

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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if they complain to the Minister that the
authority is not operating within the ambit
of the Order in Council, then the Minister
has certain powers which he caun use in the
public interests, and can see to it that the
Hydraulic Authority or the Electric Authority
carries out the fun:itions for which it was
brought into beirng. Take, for insiance, the
position at Southport. I have arranged for
a deputation for Thursday of this week from
the Southport Town Council and Chamber
of Commerce. They complain that they are
not getting the treatment that they have a
right to expect under the Order in Council
grantesd to the Blerctric Authority. 1 do
not know whether that is the case or not,
but, if such Electric Authority is not carry-
ing out its business subject to the terms of
the Order in Council, then the Minister in
charge of the Department of Public Works
has power to call upon the Electric Authority
to do certain things which are preseribed in
the Order in Council. The Minister will sce
that that is dome. If the Electric Authority
under such conditions defies the Order in
Couneil, and defies the authority of the
Minister, then power is giver under the
general Act for the Governor in Council to
revolke the Tlectric Authority. The same state
of affairs will exist in regard to a Hydrsulic
Authority which is established to distribute
electrical energy, If 2 sugar-mill which
receives clectric power from an Hlectrie
Authority finds that it cannot carry on
its business properly becauss it is being
charged unfairly, or if anyene feels that he
has a grievance against the authority, it :is
only right and proper that there should be
somenne to investigate their complaints, if
necessary, and to make any adjustment.
All these things ave set out in the Orders in
Council grantsd under any scheme. T am
pleased to say that it is ravely that it has
been neccessary o exercise any of the powers
contained in QOrders in Council under the
Electric Light and Power Act; but it is
necessary for the Government of the day to
have some authority to see that Tlectric
Authorities carry on their business in the
public interests and in the way set out in
the Order in Council.

Mr. MOORT (Aubignw): I notice the defi-
aition of < undertaking” reads—
‘¢ Undertaking” includes all works
and operations necessary and incidental
to the carrying into effect the objects of a
Hydraulic Authority.”

I presume that different schemss will be
earried on In the same water area. For
instance, in connection with an irrigation
scheme. the water will be darmmed up in
the river, and it will be used for irrigation
purpnses. I suppos2 it is intended fo use the
same water for providing electric power.
In such a case, will tha two authorities con-
cerned work in conjunction, or will there be
one authority dealing with electric power
and another dealing with irrigation? The
bulk of the water may be required for irriga-
tion purposes, and I would like to know the
methed the Minister proposes to adopt for
adjusting the cost when the water is used
for supplying electric power and when it is
also used for irrigation purposes. In con-
nection with the Tasmanian scheme there is
no question of irrigation. but in Vietoria in
connection with the Goulburn Valley irriga-
tion scheme a small portion of the water is
used for supplying electric power. There is

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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no provision made there for apportioning
the cost for electrical power, because the
whole scheme was put forward as an irriga-
tion scheme., We are going in for a scheme
in the Dawson River, and I presume that it
will be a double-barrelled scheme to provide
Loth for irrigation and for clectrical power.
I would like the Minister to give us some
information as to how he proposes to appor-
tion the cost in that case. If the whole cost
is to be put on the people who are using
the water for irrigation, then it will make
2 considerable difference to them. It should
als make a difference to them if part of the
cost is to be borne by those who are using
the water for electrical power. There seems
to be no method by which the cost can be
apportioned, 1If there is a sufficient body of
water, and it is used for both purposes, then
ir should considerably reduce the cost for
irrigation, I understand that there are
soveral schemes being put forward purely as
igation schemes; but where the water is
to be used for elestrical purpeses also, and
where a conflict is likely to arise bstwecn
the dual authorities, I would like to know
what method the Minister has adopted for
dealing with if.

Hox, W. FORGAN SMITIH : The poing
raised by the hon. member for Aubigny 1s an
important one. The information in con-
nectien with this question is meagre. The
hon. member apparently has an idea that, if
water power arcas are established where
irrigation arcas arve already established, then
they mav act to the disadvantage of the
irrigation scheme. There is no intention of
inierfering with the irrigation scheme. The.
two schemes can be carried on in conjunction
ene with the other, and one will help the
other. One can readily understand tl_qah
when water is impounded and held for irriga-
tion purposes, the people supplied with water
will have to carry the cost of impounding
the water and transferring it to the various
arcas of land to be irrigated. If. however,
the water is used for electrical purposes as
well as to supply industrial plants, then
thore need be no conflict of authority.
Thers will be one source of supply, and the
on# scheme can help the other. It is per-
fectlv ohvious that, if a general scheme can
be brought into operation, it will be better
from an irrigation point of view than from
an eloctrical point of view. 1 think that
deals with the point raised by ths hon.
member. The rights of people in irrigation
avsas are fully conserved in the Bill

Ny, MOORE (Adrbignw): There is another
~oint  ir connectien with the duplicate
seheines.  Ter eloctrical puarposes there must
be & confinuous supply available for the
weople wiing it.  If there is an irrigation
cehoms and an elestrieal scheme as welll 7o
may happen that in a dry time the pc—oplp

- the water for irrigation purposes wiil
suffor, because their supply will be curtailed.

Mr. GrepsoN: The water used for powsr
warposes  will  be  used  afterwards  for
irrigation.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member has not
apprrciated my point. Water is not required
for irrigation purposes all the year round,
but water is required for power purposes all
the year round. and it is quite possible that in
a dry time—the very period when water 1s
needed for irrigation purposss—it might be
desired that it should be cut off to supply
power.
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Mr. GrepsoN: Tt must be used all the time
for power purposes.
My, MOORE: That is just the point. 1%
s just possible that a large supply may rur
to waste at a period of the year “When it is
not required for irrigation, simply because iu
is required all the year round for industrial
POWeEr purposcs

Er. GLEDSON
having two dams.
ongineers.

Mr. MOORE: If

duplication of dam

You ean geb over that by
‘That is a matter for the

we are going in for

ono ahove and one
below the power station, the difﬁcul% may be
overcome, but there is no doubt thai thera is
a risk that water nceded for irrigation pur-
poses may have to be used for the generation
of electrical power,

oy, W. FORGAN SAMITIH (3alay): The
maximum capacity of any electrical scheme
will depend on the minimum supply of water.
As the water supply varies, it is only natural
to assume that no engineer would build a
plant requiring continuously the maximum
supply of water available at any one time,
He would talke the minimum supply of water
available as determining the capacity of the
plant. Suppose that  the cupplv varied
batween quantities capable of ngmo- 5,000
and 10,000 horse-power at different times of
the year. 1t v»ould not be safe for him to
work on the basis of water giving 10,090
horse-power; he would have to work on the
minimum of which he was absolutely certain.

The point raised by the hon. member for
Aubigny—that insufficient water might be
ava 11'1[)10 for both hydro-electric and irriga-
tion purposes—is also a detail which w ill have
70 be dealt with by the competent enginesrs.
If a supply of water is not considered suffi-
“ionf to justifs the ercction of both a water-
power plant and irrigation works, it will be a
matter for consideration for what purpose the
supply shall be utilised. Of course, the points
raised by the hon. member are very intercst-
ing and have a bearing on the Bill, but really
thay should have been dealt with on the
Rights in Water and Water Conservation and
Ttilization Bill,

My, TAYLOR {Windsor): I should like a
little explanation from the Minister of the
definition of *“ person’—

“*Person’ includes corporation, com-
nany, association, syndicate, firm. part-
nership, and local authority.”

Doss th

mean thet it will be competent for
the Minister, by Order in Couneil, to give
«uthority to a private syndicate or company
of investors to carry out such work if they are
willing to pul their mouney into it?

Hon. W. Forasx Syrra: No. That is not
covered by the definition.
Tiox. W. IT. BARNES (Bulimb=): I would

like to raise a point in connection with the
definition of “ Works” on page 3, on which
the Minister touched incidentallv. I refer
to the danger of divided control. The Rights
in Water and Water Conservation and Uhiliza.
tion Act is administered by the Treasury, and
it seems that the Treasury is the proper
department to control this business. The
Minister, in reply to the hon. member for
Aybigny, said that there is no danger of
using water for the dual purpose when there
is not enough.

Hon. W. FForcax Swyita: That is common
sense.

[1% SEPTEMBER.]
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on. W. H. BARNES: T admit that that
15 =0, but the Minister has overlooked the
fact that to-day one may find a water supply
which is used for all purposes. I am quite
sure that hon. mbmbmb representing Western
constituencics know ‘rhat under the Rights
in Water and Water Couservation and Utiliza-
tion Act very ¢ 1t € ]vtmu was taken by
station-cwners to the testing of bores, which,
they raid, caused trouble w sith the flow. Quite
apart from that, the opinion was held that a
bore which will give =0 much water to-day
will luter on give only a diminished quantity.
I remember a conference ot many years ago
some of :lie membeors of which inguired what
the (‘\1‘mr;101 renlly wa That will be
ont of the troubls: in Western Queensland.

2)

‘1t seems to me thet this cluuse may place in

el
4 pow
S

State  as

s of tha Depw.tmon‘r of Public Works
i coutrary 4o the best interests of the
aﬂmnnm\md by the Treasury,
bosanse I take it that it 15 essential not to
fere by means of any of the schemes
itiated under this Bill with the artesian
and subs an water suppliss of pastoral
properties, I think that this Bill and the
othor Bill I have mentioned should be admin-
isterad by one department. I do not say
which is the correct departient, but my own
impression is that the Treasury should control
irrigation and bores. The officers who have
had eontrol of this business have heen brought
up in the Treasur although I admit that
they could be transferrod. However, without
in any way stressing which is the rwht depart-
ment, I urge that there should not be divided
coniral, in view of the great bearing this
subjsct must have on the dcvelopm“nt of the
State. Tor that reason I impress on the
AMinister the importance of looking at this
perticular phase of the matter.

¥r. KERR (Fnoggera): Will the City
Tiectric Light Company be a purchasing

authority under the jurisdiction of this
measure ?

HFou. W. Forcax Sarrrm: Noj it is under a
different Act

3r. HARTLEY (#itzvon): The appoint-
ment of a Hydraulic Authority appears to
rae to be a wenkness in this Bill.  This
measure will control hydraulic power and

provide for the generation of electrical
enerygy.

Hon, W. Foreay Swire: The Hydraulic
Authority in  this instance will be an

authority dealing only with that business.

Mr. H ’XRTI 1Y : The Bill lays down the
method of control for irrigation purposes and
the creation of mectrlul energy, It seems
to me that the definition should be altered
t» make possible the creation of a separate
department, Tf the development of irriga-
tion and hydro-electric schemes is to proe lcd
it 1= quita evident that no one of the emstlnrr
departments will be able to control th,e
bust . A new department should be
created, having properly  qualified officers
both  from the hydraulic and clectrical
st L“unamt\

How., W,
The ho

FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
member for Duhmba has raised
th» question of the difficulty that may arise
from overlapping between this and the
subdepartment of the Treasury controlling
water <upp‘v cenerally. The definition of
“Works " here means works under this Act
onlyv—that is to say, works that will follow
as the result of a V'xter power area being
created and the establishment of a Hydraulic

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Autherity to exploit the resources of that
area: so there cannot be any danger such
as that to which the hon, membur refers.
The point raised by the hon. member for
Fitzroy and by the hon. member for Bulimba
regarding the necessity for having proper
and efficient control and for preventing over-
lapping, is one which will have to be gone
izto. The hydro-electric schemes arve so
important that full investigation will have
to be made before any enterprise is launched.
We do not want to enter on any scheme f{or
the utilisation of water that will “ peter ”’
cut 1 a year or two. The whole thing will
have to be properly reviewed from an
engineering standpoint by raen having the
necessary knowledge, Naturally, in all those
matters Ministers and Governn.ents will act
in accordance with the advice of those who
have the recessary knowledgs.

it Is not necessary to place in the Bill the
provision advocated by the hon. member for
Fitzroy., If the Government find it necessary
to establish a special sub-department to comn-
trol the business effectively, that can be done
as a matter of administration. The Bill
largely is of an experimental character, and
consequently has to be elastic in order to
provide for meeting contingencies such as
those referred to by both hon. members.
There is ample power to create any sub-
department and to obtain the best and most
expert advice and reports before proceeding
t0 engage in any entferprise.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 think we all
agrece with the Minister that a good many
diffienlties may arise in the future. It will
depend. upon the wisdom of the Hydraulic
Authority, #nd more particularly its advice,
whether trouble will arise from the divided
authority referred to by the hon. member for
Bulimba. We shall have two departments,
controlled by two Ministers, each of which
will be seeking to get the best results it can
—one from water conservation and irrigation
and the other merely looking for electric
current and power generally, Unless we arc
versy careful., we are going to come to grief
between the two. 1t is only natural that each
department should favour schemes which
sult its own purposes. The success of the
scheme will depend largely upon ample sup-
plies of rain water. Tasmania and other
places derive their water from the snows,
which can be depended upon. Even at the
Barron Falls droughts prevail at times. and
the supply of water is reduced o a minimuny.

Hon, W. Foreax Suira: The streams will
be impounded. ’

Mr. VOWLES : The capacity of the stream
will regulate the power, and that capacity
ig dependent on the scasen., It seems to me
that, unless the Hwdraulic Authority s=works
on the minimum supply or, at any rate,
something approaching the minimum, over
a series of verrs, it is likely to strike trouble.
T admit that we. are dealing with probabili-
tics, and that these are matfers purely for

experts. I fear the most from

[i2 noon] divided authority. We know

there is rivalry between hlinisters
regarding the expenditure of money. If we
are going to have one department locking
atrer  power. and  anothir administering
irrigation, it iz only natural that each should
want to get the best results, and between
the two we may have very bad results.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The points
raised are interesting. The Minister has
assured us that there will be no divided

[Hon. W, Forgan Smith.
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authority. Neither will there be. I think
that under this measure the Treasurer will
Le able to give the power himself. The Bill
provides, in subclause (3) of clause 6—
‘ constituting an

‘Every order area

1
(@) Deline  the boundaries of the
LILE

(4} Describe generally the schoms
proposed to be carried out and the
principal works proposed to be eon-
structed ;

{#) State the sources from which the
water supply is to be obtained, and, if
devmed necessary, the quantity of water
to he taken from each of such sources
within a given time, when there are
more than one, and the scasons at
which it is to .be taken.”

Subclause (3) conflicts with the Rights in
Water and Water Conservation and Utiliza-
tion Act of 1910. The Bill further provides
in subeclause (2) of clause 8—

“ Notwithstanding anything contained
in this Act or any other Act, the Trea-
surer may from time to time—

(a) Make any adjustment which he
considers necessary to be made withk
respect to the term or terms of any
loan or loans to the Board, or the cal-
culation of interest thercon, or with
reshect to any other matter requiring
adjustment.”

The Treasurer has power to make any adjust-
ment with respect to any other matter requir-
ing adjustment. The Bill further provides,
in subeclause (1) of clausa 12—

“The Governor in Council may, from
time to time, make regulations providing
for all or any purposss, whether general
or to meet particular cases . . . .

(i.) The manner of doing or perform-
any act or thing under or for the
purposes of this Act, and the time
when or within which 1t shall be done
ar performed.”

think there is any divided autho-

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): The Minister says
that action will be taken to provide uniform
control. In the damming of our streams
we have to bear in mind the possibilities of
utilising that water for agrienitural purposes,
T think that the Depsriment of Public Tanda
ould also interest itself very largely in
connection with a matter which the Premier
stated would nrobably be rectificd by this
Bill—I refer to the noxious weeds along the
banks of streams.  In the past thore has been
no definite understanding as to the duties of
holders of land alongside such streams. An
application was madec by me to a past Ad-
mini tion te define what those dutie: were.
It wae really not until this Government came
into office that a decision on the matter was
: and it was contrary to the best
of the holders of the land adjacent
amn. and certainly militates against
their surcess and against the chance of clear-
ing the nouious weeds. As 2 result of that
decision, the holders were made responsible
for the clearing of noxious weeds down to
the edge of the rubble, sand, or gravel. I
hope the Cabinet will consider this matter,
and, if there are going to be any funds, that
such funds will be appropriated for the
purposes of keeping those areas clean and
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removing responsibility from the shoulders of
the landhol ders, particularly those selectors
who are compclled to clear prickly-pear at a
cost of £30 to £40 an acre. This is a very
serious matter in the pear-infested areas.

Mr. MOORE {(4ubigny): The hon. member
said that there would be no clashing betwecen
the different authorities. I understand that
this -Bill is for the one purpose of dealing
with water power, and has nothing to do
with irrigation at all. The Minister men-
tioned the Dawson River irrigation scheme.
‘This Bill provides that an Order in Council
shall define the boundaries of an area. I
understand that under that irrigation scheme
the boundaries have already been defined,
and now this Bill constitutes another autho-
vity to deal with any irrigation arca that
may be created. I cannot see where the
apportionment_ of the cost of the work is
going to be adjusted at all. The hon. mem-
ber for Toowoomba stated that the Treasurer
could make any adjustment with respect to
the term of any loan.

Mr. BrexNan: “Or any other matter.”

Mr. MOORE: That mecans any other
matters affecting light or power, and has
nothing whatever to do with irrigation.

Mr. Grepsox: This Bill only deals with
nower.

Mr. MOORE: We already have an Act
dealing with irrigation schemes, and now this
Bill is being introduced also to deal with
such matters, 1If an adjustment 1s made,
v&hat proportion of the cost will be allotted
for irrigation and what proportion will be
allotted for power? This is a very difficult
situation, and will cause considerable trouble
in nngatlon areas. There will be the cost
of water irrigation and the cost of water
for power. I mnnot see how the question of
divided authority is going to be adjusted.

The SEcRETARY FOR Rammwavs: That can
be provided for by administering this Aet in
conjunction with the Aect rolatmg to the
irrigation schemes.

Mr. MOORE: It seems an extraordinary
thing that, when a scheme is sanctioned
under one Act, another Bill should be

crought in to adjust the cost on a different
basis, We are going to have a considerable
amount of trouble. The control of irrjgation
and power and lighting should be under one
Act and one authorlty

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4—* Hydraulic Awuthoritics under
this Aet V’—
Mr. SWAYNE (Miran:): 1 think the

Minister stated that the water dealt with
under this Bill would also be utilised for
irrigation purposes?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH :
at all.

Mr, SWAYNE: Does
ivrigation at all?

Hon. W. ForgaN SMITH: No.
Water Power Bill.

Mr. SWAYNE: T theard the Dawson
Valley irrigation scheme referred ‘to and I
thought that the Dawson Vall ley scheme was
essentially an irrigation scheme.

Hon. W. Foreax SMITH: Of course, it is.

Mr. SWAYNE: Then there will be two
authoritics dealing with one reservoir. If the
water is to be used for both purposes, each

1922—51

I never said that

it not deal with
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[19 SEPTEMBER. ]

Water Power Bill. 1649

ot which is under the control of a separate
body, then the two bodies will have juris-
diction over the one reservoir, That is
obvious, and for that reason I was going to
move an amendment to insert the words ** or
irrigation ”” before the word * area” on
line 19, page 8. Of course, if the Minister
does not intend the Bill to have anything
to do with irrigation, then the amendment
is not required; but, if the water is going
to be used for both purposcs under one con-
[LOl——VVthh I think it should be—then the
words ¢ or 1rr1gat10n should be coupled
with the word ** power.”

Hoy. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
Elembers of the Opposition scem not to
realise that this Bill 1s_primarily a Bill deal-
ing with the generation of electric power
from water resources. In the course of my
remarks I referred to the possibilities of
impounding water in various arcas. It is a
necessary condition under any hvdro-electric
scheme that there shall be a sufficient quan-
tity of water to be impounded so that power
can be obtained, In my recfcrence to the
Dawson River I showad that there were water
resources in that district which are going
to be used later on for irrigation purposes.
This Bill does not deal with 1rrigation at all.
I pointed out that later on a general Water
Bill dealing with irrigation and all that
kind of thulc' will be 1nt10duced and dealt
with by this House and any adjustment as
botween that Bill and this Bill that may be
necessary can be made under that Bill. Any-
thing ulatlng primarily to the supp]y of
water for irrigation purposes is quite outside
the scope of this measure.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bu/imba) :
like to ask the Minister whether there has
been any conference between the officers of
the Treasury Department and the officers of
the Works Department to provide a way out
of the difficulty, because it scems to me that
clause 4—which is very largely linked with
clause 7—gives th: Minister complete power.
Clause 4 reads—

“ Subject to this Act, the Governor in
Council may from time to time, by Order
in Council, authorise—

(a) The Minister roplesentmg the

Crown, for any lccality in Queensland

other than a waber powar area for

which a Water Power Board has been
constituted and is acting; or
(5) A Water Power Board constituted
under this Act, for the water power
area;
to be and act as a Hydraulic Authority
under and for the purposes of this Act.”

A number of peopls may say—it may be the
local authority—* We do not want this. It is
not for our good,” and the Minister, if he
thmlxs fit, can say, * You do not know what
is good for you. I am going to step in and
say you must have it.”’

Hon. W. Foreax SMiTH: That would not be
done.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is not an
answer to my question. I suppose the present
Minister would not make any mistake.

Hon. W. Foreay SMITH: I make mistakes
often, but I do not make the same mistake
twice.

Hon, W. H. BARNES: The Minister may
think, off his own bat, that it would be gnod
to do certain things, while the local authority
may not think so.

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

I would
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Hon. W. Foreax Swyard: If the local
authority objects to being constituted a

Hydraulic Authority, the Minister, if it is
thought necessary, will establish a Hydraulie
Authority of a special character as set out
in the Bill

ITox. W. I. BARNES: That simply means
that the Ministcr may say, ¢ You are wrong
and T am right, and I am going to cstablish
a Hydraulic Authority,” probably excluding
the lecal authority altogether.

Hon. W. IFFongax Syirm: Assume that it
was decided, ou the advice of the engineers,
that the Barron Falls be utilised for water
purposss. and the loeal authoritics within the
area said, ** No, we don’t want it,” if the
Government knew that certain  industries
required that power, would ot any Govern-
ment be justified in constituting a Hydraulic
Autherity in that area?

Hox. W. II. BARNES: At this stage [
would not say that should be <o or not.
Clause 4 gives the Minisitvr practically
supreme control, and he becomes a kind of
Pooh Bah under the Bill. A pumber of
political supporicrs miight pull sivings and
say, Tt is very necessary lo do certain
things” and the Minister might—although
he says he is very fiem in these matters—be
scarcely able to resist, and he might do
something which his judgment might tell him
is not really a good thing.

Hon. W. Foregax Swyita: I would have to
be satisfied that the scheme is a good one.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is perfectly
certain that this clause, linked up with clause
7 and other clauses in the Bill. is going to
give the Minister very great power indeed,
and I want to protect the Minister.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : I think the
hon. member for Bulimba has been putting
up a number of ¢ Aunt Sallies” in counec-
tion with this clause for the satisfaction of
knocking them down. This Bill does not
confer any more power on the Minister than
the Electric Light and Power Act of 1896
confers on the Mipister, and it is necessary
that that power be there so that, if neces-
sary, the Minister can wuse it in public
interests.  This clause provided that the
Minister for the time being may be consti-
tuted a Hydraulic Authority for any given
arca, I pointed out in my second reading
speech that that would be so in cases where
the scheme was considered to be of a State-
wide character. There are schemes which
can be regarded as of national Importance,
while other schemes can only fittingly be
regarded as eof Importance to a particular
arca, Where proposals are of a national

. character, and affecting the interests of the
whole of the State, it might, for the time
being, be considered desirable that the Go-
vernment, through the Minister adminis-
tering the Act, be constituted a Hypdraulic
Authority. That is the reason for the clause.
Generally speaking, it is not intended that
the Minister shall bs  appointed as a
Hydraulic Authority; he will only he
appointed in the cases T have mentioned.
T believe in boards being appointed to carry
on these functions. I do not think any Min-
ister would desive to be created a Ilydraulic
Authority if there were any suitable local
authority in the district, but it is necessary
to have this power to prevent a district from
bring exploited.

Clause 4 put and passed.

[(Hon. W. H. Barnes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Water Power Ball.

Clause 5—“ Powers granted to Minister’—

_Hon. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): T would
like the Minister to give us some informa-
tion with regard to subclause (2), which
reads—
‘“ Nothing in this Act contained shall.
be _construed sc as to constitute any
business or undertaking carried on by
the Minister under this Act a State
cuterprise within the meaning or for
any of the purposes of the State Enter-
prises Act of 1918.”

Am T right in assuming that the Govern-
ment arc exceedingly desirous to avoid
having this thrown upon their hands as an
additional State enterprise?

Hon. W. ForeaNn SuMITH:
facetious this morning.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is my duty, as.
a member, to get all the information I pos-
sibly can. Last week I was prevented by a
very bad cold from taking part in the
debate on the initiation of the mecasure. Ik
is exceedingly important that we should
know whether the Government are fearful,
under the Act, of being linked up with
another State enterprise in the direction of
a water authority, and have inserted this.
provision to prevent it. Is thi§ provision
included to prevent anything liks that hap-
pening ?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
The hon. member for Bulimba has explained
that he was unable to be here last week and
take part in the debate owing to a bad
cold, and that he intends to take full time
now that he is well. We are all glad to see

B

You are very

him back and restored to health. It 1is
necessary  that  this subclause should be
inserted. The Parliamentary Draftsman

pointed out to me that, where the Minister
was constituted us a Hydraulic Authority,
the State Eunterprises Act would apply if

this subclause were not inserted.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 6—* C'reation of Water Power
Area, ete.”’—put and pasced.
s 1Y
Clause T— Constitution of Water Power

Boards’—

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): There is rather
a big principle embodied in this clause,
which provides for the censtitution of Water
Power Boards. Subclause (¢) provides that.
a board mav be constituted—

“ By the election of the members of
the board by the electors of the area
entitled to the parliamentary franchise.”

We may take it, I think, that unfortunately
owing to matural conditions it will he more
costly to provide water power in Queensland:
than in the countries mentioned by the
Minister when moving the second reading.
e quite rightly drew attention to the great
utilisation of water power in Norway,
Canada, and other countries.

Ifon. W. Foreax Syitz: And New Zea-
land.

Mr. SWAYNE: The power is obtained
very cheaply there, through the huge
3 aply ) )
accumulation of snow which takes place

during the winter, which is melted when the
warm weather comes on. I believe thab
in California during a drought some rivers
will be fuller owing to the heat melting
the snow up in the rangoes. We
have facilities which lend themselves to
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the development of water power here, buat
ncthing lilkke the countries mentiored; hut
whatever advantage we have in that way
we shall probably have to incur a cousider-
able expenditure In the way of artificial
reservoirs and dams, In Tasmania there are
great natural advantages, Although there
may not be large bodies of perpetual snow
in the rvanges, still there is a large natural
reservoir on the top of a mountain. We
have not got anything like that here. A
large cxpanditure of moner will have to be
incurred, and I suppose that, in the event
of there being any loss, it will have to be
made good by special rates, and that all
risks will have to be undertaken by the
permanent residents, The North will be the
area largely used for the conservation of
water power. We have the advantage of a
wer season there, with running creeks and
rivers, which does not obtain in other parts:
but even the best of those streams in dry
seasons will have to be replenished from arti-
ficial rescrvoirs, which would mean great
expense. As a case in point I might men-
tion a stream in my electorate—Middle
Creck, clese to Finch Tiatton—which is in a
gorge 1n the mountains. Unfertunately,
owing to the way the work is being rushed,
I have not been able to read the report in
connection with it, as we have so little time
in which to get information on these subjects.

Hon. W. Forean Surra: The report was
made by Mr. Crowley in 1920, and the local
authorities up there procured a copy of his
report.

Mr. SWAYNE: I had intended to read
that report, but I am only speaking from
memory now. The Minister told us that
the copital expenditure in that case would
ba £50,000. .

Hon. W. ForeaNn Swmira: That was Mr.
Crowley’s estimate, not mine.

Mr. SWAYNE: Tt is an estimate only.
Sceing that a tunnel will have to be driven
through a range—I am speaking from
memory only—it is very likely that the esti-
mate will be largely excreded, I understand
that & power of only 20) or 330 horsepower
will be obtained. It struck me that that
would be useful in furnishing lighting power
ty the sugar-mills, and giving domestic light
and similar things; but, after all, the power
secms small in comparison with the cost.
My point is that those who have to take all
the risk should have the clection of the
Board in their hands. We know that in the
North the electoral roll is every vear tempo-
rarily enlarged during the busr season.
Anyone who comes from another State and
works in the North for a month gets on
the electoral roll. Those people will have
power to elect a Hydraulic Authority which
may commit the landowners in the district
to an expenditure resulting in heavy loss if
the venture should prove unsucceasful. I do
not wish to speak against the measure in
any way. It is time we made a move in
this direction; but it should be on just lines.
A Water Power Board will have power to
make heavy commitments, for which the
permanent residents of a  district will be
Jiable. and I think the scttlement of the
auestion should be limited to permanent resi-
dents. I do not think it fair that a large
body of nomadic workers should have the
power at any time to vote and render the
residents in a district liable for any loss
which may be involved, and that is a matter
which is well worthy of consideration by
the Committee.
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Mr. TAYLOR ({(Windsor): 1 think the
point raised by the hon. member for Mirani
13 an important one, and the Minister should
give every possible consideration to it. The
clause reads—

‘(1) The Governor in Council may,
from time to time, by Order in Counecil,
constitute a Water Power Board to be
and act as the hydraulic authority for
any specified water power area.

“ The Order shall—

{a) Define the mode of the constitu-
tion of the Board.”

Subclause (2) reads—

“(2) A Water Power Board shall be
constituted in such one of the modes fol-
lowing as the Governor in Council from
time to time by Order declares—

(a) By the appointment of a local
authority or joint local authority or a.
water authority having jurisdiction
within the area or some part thereof to.
be the Watcr Power Board;

(b) By the eppointment of the mem-
bers of the Board by the Governor in.
Council ;

(¢) By the election of the members
of the Board by the electors of the:
area ontitled to the parliamentary
franchise;

(d) By the election as aforesaid of
some members and the appointment of
other members of the Board.”

This Bill is to deal with sparsely populated.
areas. At all everts, they are sparsely popu- .
lated at the present time, and probably will
be for many years to come. I think the
Minister would be well advised to delete
paragraphs (¢) and (d). It would be pre-
ferable to leave the appointment of the
Boeard to be deals with as defined in para-
graphs (@) and (0). No doubt quite a number
of persons will be permitted to exercise the
franchise, and, as they will be travelling
about from one area to the other and not
settled in the locality, they will have little
or no interest in the matters to be consideved
by the Board.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): The Minister has:
not given attention to a matter that affects
2 large section of the people. These Boards:
will borrow large sums of money. There
is no protection for the ratepayers, and no-
provision whereby a poll can be taken of
the people responsible for the repayment of
the money. A Board can be constituted by
the Glovernor in Council; yet the people
living in the arca are not going to be given
the chance of saying whether they will accept
the responsibility or not. It might be a
profitable investment for the district or the
State, because it will create a certain amount
of employment, The DMinister says he is
pot likely to go into a proposition such as
this if there is no prospect of success; but
we have to remember that the hon. gentle-
man went in for the State stations, The
Cabinet looked on the State stations as cer-
tain to be a success, but it turned out that
they were not a success.

Hon. W. Forcan SurrH: No Order in
Council was necessary for the State stations.

Mr. MOORE: In that case the general
taxpayer has to pay, but in this case the
people who own the land in the locality con-
cerned will have to make good the Toss. The
hon. member for Mirani pointed out, and:

Mr. Moore.]
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the Minister agreed with him, that the esti-

mated cost cannot always be taken as
authoritative.
Hon. W. Torcax SmitH: We would not

take it to be authoritative. The Bill pro-
vides for an investigation first, and then for
the creation of a water board area. If, on
the representations of the experts, it 1s
deemed advirable to establish a Hydraulic
Authority, then it will be done.

Mr. MOORE: That is all very fine from
the Minister’s point of view, but I want to
know how the property of the people In
the area is going to be protected. The
Minister says the experts will go into i,
and they may say that the scheme will be
profitable; but the people living in the area
are not given any chance of taking a poll to
decide whether they are willing to accept
the Hability. The Local Authorities Act
provides that the people concerned can ask
for a poll to be taken when a large sum
of money is to be expended, and we s'hou]d
have the same provision here. Under this Bill
the Minister himself can appoint the members
of the Hydraulic Authority, but their liability
will rest with the ratepayers in the area. Why
should they not kave some protection? It
is quite possible that the scheme will be for
the bhencfit of the district, but the ratepayers
should have an opportunity of deciding by
a poll whether they think it is for the
henefit of the district or not. Considering
the enormous liabilities which the ratepayers
may be responsible for, they should be given
some say in the matter. We have had
experience in connection with the Inkerman
irrigation scheme.

Mr. Cortins: What is wrong with the

Inkerman irrigation scheme? There 1is
nothing wrong with it at all.
Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for

Bowen should not be so peppery about the
Inkerman irrigation scheme. We have a
perfect right to criticise cvery irrigation
scheme in Queensland, if we wish to do so.
I was going to point out the evormous
increase in the estimate for the Inkerman
scheme as compared with the original esti-
mate. It cest two or three times the original
estimate, and it is quite possible that schemes
carried out under this Bill will cost two or
three times as much as the estimate. The
people concerned should therefore have some
protection. Tt is an absolute absurdity to
ask people to sign a blank cheque—az a
matter of fact they are not even beine asked
to do it. becausc the Governor in Council
has power to undertake a scheme without
consulting the people concerned at all.  If
the local people do not apnoint a Board,
then the Governor in Council has power to
appoint it and carrv out the work, and the
people who live in the district have to
shoulder the resvonsihility., 1 do not think
that is a fair thing. It is only fair that the
provision in the Tocal Authorities Act should
applv in this case, and the ratepayers should
be allowed to say whether they are in favour
of Incurring the responsibility for the under-
taking.

Hox. W. H. BARNERS (Bulimba): The
hon. member for Aubigny has raised an
important point. I certainly agree with him
that the neonle in the district should have
the vight of taking a poll, especially as it is
provided in paragranph {e) that the Board
mav be elected by the electors of the arca
entitled to the parliamentary franchise. I
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endorse the remarks of the leader of the
Nationalist party in regard to the deletion
of that paragraph. The people living in the
locality nave to carry the financial liabilities,
but they mar have no right of saying
whether they arc agreeable to undertake that
liability or not. We are following the posi-
ion which exists in connection with the
Brisbane Tramveay Trust Bill in that it is
not proposed to ask the people of the locality
for their decision. The hon. member for
Aubigny is quite right too in stressinz the
financial aspect of the matter, which we all
know is the crux of the position. Some of
us who have been Ministers of the Crown
know that proposals have been made which
have only been carried out for perhaps two
or three times the original estimates, We
will all agree that a great deal depends on
what the actual cost of any venture is going
to be, and that should be known as nearly
as possible before embarking upon it. I
have in my mind’s eye an enterprise—not a
water enterprise—which is much on the lines
I have indicated.

Hon, W. Forgax SyitH: The ratepayers
would not bear the deficiency.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:
money to come from?

Hon. W. Foreaxy SMiTH: I will tell you.

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: I shall be very
pleased to hear the explanation of the
Minister, but I was under the impression that
the residents in the district will have to pay.
Am I wrong in making that statement?

Hon. W. Forean SMiTH: Yes.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Am I to suppose
that the State will have to make up the
deficiency ?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
Hon. members who have spoken on this clause
seem to be labouring under the impression
that any loss will be made up by a rate
under the Local Authorities Acts. That is
not the position at all. A local authority
will not be called upon to make up any
deficiency of that kind. Hon. members will
find in clause 8 provision that the Treasurer
shall, first of all, advance louns for certain
purposes under the Bill. If the Board
defaults in malking the payments provided
for by the Treasurer, he may put in an
official receiver. who will levy on the funds
of the Hydraulic Authority until the debt is
liquidated.

Mr. VowLes: The clause does not say that
at all.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: The local
authority will not be called upon to make
up any deficiency. Moreover, it must be
understood by hon. members generally that
no Government will take a leap in the dark
in  the c¢stablishment of hydro-electric
schemes. They will be cstablished only after
the possibilities of success have been
thoroughly examined, and if it has been
found that sufficient consumers of energy are
available.  For example, mnobody would
establish a scheme without first of all esti-
mating the amount of power that could he
developed and the number of consumers of
energv. These are the most important factors
{or consideration. Nobodv would erect a
plant in  some remote district where no
industries were prepared to make use of the
energy; and the rates of payment will be
fixed so as to pay for the cost of establish-
ment, and, in the event of default on the

Where is the
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part of the Hydraulic Authority, the Trea-
surer will protect his intevests, as I have
said.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I have been at a
loss to understand the meaning of clause 8,
and the explanation given by the Minister
is, of course, satisfactory that the people
affected are the consumers, both of power
and water, and that they will have to pay.
It appears to me that i} is necessary that
any scheme of this kind should not be enter-
talne(.i unless it will be self-supporting, I
take it that is what the Minister means,

Hon. W. ForeaN SMITH: Yes.

Mr. VOWLES: I cannot find in clause 8
anything which says that. It provides that
the Treasurer shall cause to be published a
statement showing the amount of money
everdue, and goes on to say—

“If thercafter on the thirtieth day of
April or the thirty-first day of October
respectively any part of such money so
overdue and in arrear remains unpaid,
the Treasurer may, by notification in the
Gazette, appoint a rdceiver to collect on
his behalf and pay to the Treasury all
or any moneys from time to time due
and owing to the Board to the amount
stated in such notification.”

The only construction to be put upon that
i1s that the receiver shall have the same
power as a receiver under the Local Authori-
ties Acts—that is, to collect arrears of rates
from the individual ratepayers. It seems
to me that the clause can only be construed
to mean that such a receiver can collect only
amounts actually owing by consumers for
water or power. The intention mav be to
the contrary, but T cannot see that the clause
bears the construction outlined by the
Minister. It is very vague at present, and
I hqpe that, when ‘the clause is under dis-
cussion, that point will be considered by the
hon. gentleman. I can understand that where
a Board 12 working under an Order in
Council, fixing maximum rates of charge,
and the Board has not reached that maxi-
mum, the Board may increase the rates to
make up the shortage and provide better for
the future. It could easily happen, in respect
for instance of a scheme such as that in
which the hon. memher for Bowen is so
mterested, that a water power scheme was
over-capitalised because it had cost about
three times the original estimate, and that
consequently the rates of payvment would
have to be increased to gz very considerable
amount, and the cost of supply might even
exceed the maximum provided in the Order
in Council.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I under-
stand that the consumer is expected to pay
for any arrears due to the Treasury, i

Hon. W. Foreaxy Saitm: Ves.

Mr. FLETCHER : T do not know that we
are going to get consumers of electrical encray
under such terms, because thee would never
know shere thev siood. 1f ihe Haydrsulia
Authority did something nnwise, or made
miscalenlations. v conducied i« affairs
in an unbusinessddike manner, the colrumers
would have to pey for evervthine, 1 dare
say the consumer would not objeet to payving
any arvears for the actnal consumption of
the power, but to provide that he shall par
for the loss on the general scheme is most
dangerous.  Some amendmoent is 1 quired
to clear up that point, hecause it is too
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indefinite and places on the consumer too
much responsibility.  Supposing the con-
sumers could not pay, it would be a loss to-
the State. So it really comes back to the
question of its being a_State enterprise in a
sense. Before any undertaking of this kind
is Jaunched, the fullest inquiries will have
to be made for safeguarding cvery avenue
and preventing any loss to the State.

Hon, W, Forean SuIita : The State Govern-
ment pay anz loss incurred in counection
with the Tasmanian scheme.

Mr. FLETCHER : The State Government
will have to pay here.

Hon. W. Forcaxy Swvira: According to-
their reports, there is always an initial loss.
Later on, when there is a sufficient number
of consumers, that is cbviated.

Mr. FLETCHER : Tasmania, possibly, is.
better situated than we are; they have
advantages which we have not.

Hon. W. Foreax Surte: If it is not a good
propositicn in any of these water power
areas, the enterprise will not be gone on
with.

Mr. - FLETCHER : The closest investiga-
tion will have to be made, because any loss
will fall on the State. There will have to-
be some amendment to safeguard the con-
sumers’ interests.

Hon. W, Forean SumitH: What amendment
do you suggest?

Mr. FLETCHER : To define exactly what
consumers are to pay. If they are to be
responsible for the general mismanagement
of the Water Power Board, you are not
going to have anyone taking the thing up.

Clause 7 put and passed.
Clause 83— Loans to Boards’—

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I would like to-
know if the Minister is going to adopt the
suggestion I made a moment ago, and niake
the clause more definite? It seems to me to
be vague.

Hon. W. FORGAN SKMITH (Mackay):
The question raised by the leader of the-
Opposition is a very important one. I recog-
nise that the matter has to be made perfectly
clear. The clause provides —

“ (1) Subject to this Act, the Treasurer
may, from time to time, advance to a
Board out of any moneys appropriated
by DParliament for that purpose, such
sums of money on loan as are required
for the construction of any works which,
under this Act, the Board is authorised’
to construct.

“ REvery such loan shall be for a period
of thirty years frons the date of the first
advance in respect thereof, and shall
bear interest at a rate per centum per
annum to be fixed by the Governor in
Council. and shall be liquidated by the
payvment to the Treasurer be fthe Board,
on the first days of January and July,
respectively, in every year, of such sum
as will enable the satd loan. with interest
at the =aid rate, to be repaid within
the said period, and such sums shall
continue to be payable until the total
amount of the said loan, together with
the interest accruing thereon, have been
so paid.”

It will be secen that it is intended to make
the enterprise self-supporting. The clause
goes on—

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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(2) Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in this Act or any cther Act, the
Treasurer may, {rom time to time—

(a) Make any adjustment which he
considers necessary to be made with
respect to the term or terms of any loan
or loans to the Board or the calculation
of interest thereon, or with respect to
any other matter requiring adjustment;

(b} Permit the Board to pay off the
whole or any portion of the moneys
advanced at any time before they
become due, and in such case the
Board shall be entitled to a propor-
tionate rebate of interest to be adjusted
by the Treasurer,

“{3) In the months of February and
August, respectively, in every vear, the
Treasurer shall cause to be published in
the ‘ Gazette’ a statement showing, with
respect to the Board, the amount of
money which is then overdue and in
arrear, and also the total of the prin-
<ipal sum then remaining unpaid.

“ If, thereafter, on the thirtieth day
of April, or the thirty-first day of
October, respectively, any part of such
money g0 overdue and in arrear remains
unpaid, the Treasurer may, by notifica-
tion in the ‘ Gazette.’ appoint a receiver
to collect on his behalf, and pay to the
Treasury, all or any moneys from tince to
time due and owing to the Board to the
amount stated in such notification,

“ Thereupon, such receiver shall, fron.
the dates stated in such notification until
the amount aforesaid has been collected,
be the only person legally entitled to
receive the revenues of the Board, and
shall have all the powers of the Board
with respect to the making, collection,

and recovery of charges and other
moneys, and shall be deemed for the

purposes of this section to be a public
accountant within the meaning of The
Audit Act of 1874 or any Act amending
or in substitution for that Act.”

‘There, again, the Treasurer’s interests are
safeguarded. and it is provided that an
enterprise will be called upo» to pav interest
and redemption for itself. The provision in
respect of the appointment of a receiver is
a drastic power that will be used only if a
drastic remeds is required. Supposing, for
example, an Electric Authority is established
under this Aect, after full inquirr has been
made into the possibility of a hvdro-clestric
scheme being a success. A loan is advanced
by the Treasurer and the enterpris2 s
launched. A charge will be made by the
Elcctric Authority that will enable it to pay
interest and redemption. It is only in cases
where default is made by the Hydraulic
Authority—where it is not managing the
‘husiness properlv. or where thore is soma
other reason-—that those drastie steps will
be taken.

The hon. member for Port Curtis has
raised the point that the consumers’ interests
noed to he safeguarded.  Certainly there is
that noed. and it is being donn in the same
wazr as 18 done at the present time with any
form of Electric Authority. Tf the hon. mem-
ber cares to look up the Rlectrie Licht and
Power Act, or anv Order in Council jssued
‘thereunder. he will find that an Rlectric
Authority has power to make a charge which
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will enable it to pay the interest and redemp-
tion on_ the capitalisation. That is uwmy
fair and just. Under the Gas provision
is made whereby a gas enterprisc is cnabicd
to fix a charge sufficient to pay intercs and
redemption on the capitalisation or pay a
fair dividend.

Mr. FrercHer: It is only-in the cvent of

the whole undertaking being a faiiure.

fox. W. FORGAN SMITH : Naturally
it would be a charge on the whole State—
that is the view I take of it. It is only
natural that that should be so in a case of
this kind; because, as has besn mentioned
by some speakers, the consumers might be
som= considerable distance from the water
that is used for the purpose of generating
cleetricity. It would be grossly unfair to
establish an authority which would have the
power to rate the landowners in the particular
area where there was no light at such a
figure as to make up for an insulficient charge
ou the consumers of electricity. The same
principles will be observed in the carrying
out cf this as in the carrying out of the
Eleciric Light and Power Act. At least every
week T have under my consideration matters
affecting the Electric' Light and Power Act.
If any hon. member cares to read any of the
Orders in Council granted to any particular
individual, company, or local authority, he
will find that an Ilecctric Authority is con-
stituted and its powers are defined under an
Order in Council. That Order in Couneil
provides that a rate shall be fixed which
will enable the Electric Authority to carry on
the cnterprise successfuliy. That is only
right and just.

No one who has any common
sense will establish an Electric Authority
unless there is a reasonable chance of success.
No one asks for an Order in Council for
electricity in any given areca unless there is
a roasonsble chance of a suflicient number
of consumers being in that arca. Under this
scheme the lozal authorities will
[2 p.m.] not be ecalled upon to contribute
anything from the rates. The
enterprisc is one in which the Treasurer will
make advances. If there is anv default in
the payment of interest and r:,@emptlon,_the
Treasurer may appoint an official receiver
to carry op the business and colleet the
moneys due to the Government. The enter-
prise is intended to be self-supporting. I do
not think it would be a fair thing to impose
a rate on ratepayers within any given area.
Any laree industrial undertaking that may
be establish~d under the Bill will be regarded
more as a national undertaking. This pro-
vision can be regarded as an additional safe-
guard—that full investigation will be made
hefore any money is advanced or any scheme
launched. :

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think we are
all glad to have the oxplax}qtmn frem the
Minister with regard to liability ¢f the rate-
pavers in a particular arcn. W hen the
Minister, by way of interjection, stated ‘rh‘ut
the loss would have to be made good by
the us:rs of the power we wondered what he
veally meant. I take it that, after a concern
has been running twelve months and it malkes
a loss of £1.000 or £1.500. there will not be
any retrospective levy made on the users
of the power.

Hon. W. ForRGAN SMITH: No.
will be carried on in the same wauy s
lighting companies carry on their business,

The scheme
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Their rates are so fixed as to enable them to
pay interest and redemption, and, if they
find on any year’s trading that the charges
arce too low, thesy can approach the Minister
and ask for authority to make a higher
.charge.

Mr. TAYLOR:
that explanation.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): 1 quite
agree with the Minister that the scheme
should be a national undertaking. He stated
that proper safcguards would be provided
and that proper investigation would take
place before any work wus undertaken. That
=2ems to be the main point of the Bill. The
work should not be undertaken unless it is
bound to be a success. There should be no
visky undertakings. In order to ensure that
there shall be no risky undertakings started,
I move the insertion, on line 48, of the words—

‘““But, notwithstanding anything con-
tained in this Act to the contrary, the
Treasurcr shall not advance any loan to
any Hydraulic Authority for the construc-
tion of any works under this Act unless
a definite undertaking is first furnished
from the consumers within the arca that
they will conmsum- sutiicient power to
make such works financially self-support-
ing.”

Hou. W. Foreax
ap the whole Aet.

Mr. FLETCHER : T would liks to have an
explanation as to how it would tie up the
whole Aect. Tt will certainly vemove the
possibility of any venturcsome scheme.

Hon., W. TForoay Sumre: T will taks an
analogy : If the Windser Town Council asked
for a loan for the purposc of supplying electric
current in that arca, would you ask the
council to give a definite list of the number of
wconsumers before the Treasurer would advance
any monty?

Mr. FLETCHER : In that case the local
authority would give an assurance, and, no
doubt, 1t would have consulted the persons
who weve going to use the power in the
arca and received some undertaking from
them. The local authority would not give
a definite undertaking that che scheme was
a good one without having first discovered
that the people would use the power,

Hon. W. Foreax Syirm: First of all, we
would have to be satisfied that there was a
demand for the electric current.

Mr. FLETCHER : This amendment makes
sure that an investigation will be made so
‘that there will be no danger of the State
losing large sums of money over these enter-
prises. A body of men may want to see a
district advance. and they may argue that,
if ther could get a certain amount of money
expended on  the construction of power
works, it will be an inducement for men
to establish indusiries. It mmht end in
disaster: but, if they have to sce that
‘there arc sufficient consumers available and
ready to utilise the power within the arca,
‘then all will be well. I would like to ask
the Minister whether he has any definite

I am quite satisfied with

Surra: That would tie

scheme in mind, or whether this Bill is a
«certain amount of window dressing. I do
not suppose he has any definite scheme,
unless it is the Titzroy River scheme at
Rockhampton,

Hon. W. Foraax Smira: That is a scheme

which will haee to be investigated.
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Mr. FLETCHER: It will come within
the provisions of this Bill?
Hon. W. Foreay Sumira: Yes. The Barron
Falls will also come within the provisions of
this Bill,

Mr. FLETCHER : Queensland at present
1s not & large manufacturing countiry, and
it is not likely that there will be any
developments under this Bill for a great
many years except in one or two instances.

Mr. CorLins: You have no vision at all,

Mr. FLETCHER: It is sound common
sense. There can be no question that there
is & possibility of works being undertaken
that will end in financial disaster, and it is
with a view to safeguarding that possibility
that I have moved the amendment, and I
hope the Minister will accept it.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): The amendment
simply embodies a practice which has been
in common use in connection with other
industries in which a large amount of State
raoney has been involved. In the construc-
tion of sugar-mills, some assurance is always
given that there will be a sufficient number
of suppliers of cane to the mill before any
risk 1s taken. It secms to me to be sound
business that some safeguard of that kind
should be embodied in the Bill. I was
pleased to hear the Minister say that the
ratepayers in any area will not run any
risk in conunection with these projects. At
the same time, 1 trust he will realise the
necessity for very careful estimates being
made both in regard to the cost and also in
regard to the power that is to be sold.
We know, unfortunately, how far out estl
mates romctlmes are. I have in mind a
railway in my own electorate which two or
three years ago it was estimated would cost
£27,000, but the actual COet was something
like £52.000. The success of an undertaking
under this Bill will be contingent upon
reliable estimates being made. If an esti-
mate of £50,000 is made and arrangements
arec_made to start the undertaking on that
basis, and it costs £100,000, it will result in
a dislocation of the arrangements as to the
cost of the power to be supplied. We
require far more careful estimates to be
made than those which have been made in
regard to most of our State enterprises. The
amendment of the hon. member for Porg
Curtis would safezuard the interests of the
State.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I cannot see
that the hon. member for Port Curtis and
the hon. member for Mirani have brought
forward any arguments to justify the Min-
ister in accepting the amendment. The
clause under discussion provides for the
making of loans to Water Power Boards.
In the first place the Government—and all
concerned—have to be satisfied that there is
a reasonable chance of success before a
Water Power Board is created. The amend-
ment would block any work at all from
being done unless financial success was
assured.  YWho is to be the judge as to
whether financial success iz assured or not?

Mr. TFrrrcuer: It means that the con-
sumers must be there. You are not taking
any risk in connection with the matter.

Myr. GLEDSON: I do not know what the
hon. member has in his mind with respect
to consumers. Take the project spoken
about as being the first hydraulic power
scheme started in Quecnsland—that is at
Mount Edwards, in the Fassifern district,

My, Gledson |
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where the new railway line is being built.
There is an ideal site there which has been
surveyed, and which is looked upon as the
coming scheme for the generation of eclectric
power, not for the Fassifern district alone,
but for the whole of Southern Queensland.
Suppose a Water Power DBoard was
appointed, and it made provision for the
building of the necessary dams and works
to supply the whole of Southern Queensland
with cheap water power for lighting and
other purposes, who is going to say who are
the consumers, and who should give the
guarantes that the undertaking will be
financially successful from the start? When
people have been afraid to launch out and
make improvements for the future, there
has never been anything achieved. If we
accept an amendment like this, there will
never be any progress at all; there will
never be a Water Power Board appointed.
In the first place, a Water Power Board
would not be appointed because no board
would undertake to go round before opera-
tions are started and ask the consumers
to give a guarantee that they will use the
power. No Government would be worthy of
the name of a Government which simply
made provision for consumers already in the
district, No Government would be worthy
of being called a Government which only
made provision for the people here now.
Everything that is becing done, including
legistation, and everything else, and every
scheme put into operation is intended to
make provision for the future. We want
to do something that we have not done in
the past. What is the use of introducing a
Bill if it is only to do something that we
have done in the past? We want to increase
our power and provide cheaper power for
industries in the future. There are very
few industries carried on by electrical power
to-day. That is because we have not got
cheap electrical energy, and power cannot
be obtained at a reasonable cost. That is
where private enterprise has failed, although
hon. members opposite are always lauding
private cnterprise up to the sky, Private
enterprise has had seventy years’ work in
Queensland building up these schemes, and
has failed to give the people of this country
cheap energy. I saw a letter in the paper
this morning with reference to the Sher-
wood council supplying electric current to
the ratepayers in that area at 7d. per unit.
The writer was a resident of Graceville, and
he complained of the action of the Go-
vernment in allowing the council to charge
7d. per unit. The Government gave the
council the right to buy the electric current
in bulk and distribute it for 7d. per unit.
A little further along we have the Ipswich
district, where a private company operates,
and charges 8d. per unit, which is 1d. more
than the Sherwood council charges. The
meters belonging to the private company
sometimes register double, and in that case
you have to pay double. I had a meter at
my place which registered double. It prac-
tically registered 1 unit per day. After
having had it for twelve months the com-
pany removed it and installed another
meter, which registers only half a unit per
day. So they practically did me out of a
half unit of current each dar. In addition,
I had to pay 1s. 6d. per month for meter
rent. That is the private company which is
supposed to do such greast things. We do
not want this amendment in the Bill at all.
We want to supply cheap energy to the
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people so that we can compese with other
companies. We want to see more indus-
tries started, and we want to give themx
every cncouragement. There is a proposal
to obtain current from the Barron Ialls.
It is not merely intended to light the towm
of Cairns with electric light, but the idea
is to supply electric power wherever it is
wanted, and start manufactories and indus-
tricz in the vicinity of the Falls. It is only
by supplying our people with cheap elec-
trical power that we shall be able to compete
with other countries. 1 think the amend-
ment will retard progress in Queensland,
and I hope the Minister will not accept it.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): It does not
matter what distance the electrical current
has to be conveyed; evidently people who
live 20 miles away must only be charged at
the same rate as those living near the power
station. The hon. member for Ipswich
referred to the Mount Edwards scheme,
which is purely an irrigation scheme. There
is not a tremendous volume of water there.
4 is all a question of guarantee. If it is
found that the number of people in the
area will not take sufficient water to pro-
vide sufficient revenue, then it is going to
cost more money.

Hon. W. Foreax Swmira: Suppose that,
when they set out to get that information,
it is discovered that the number of people
who agreed to take the water is not suf-
ficent to make it a success, what would
happen then? The people will not go on
with the scheme.

Mr. MOORE : If there will not be sufficient
water revenue, then they will not go on
with it. In the same way, if there are not
sufficient users, they will nrot go on with
it. The amendment merely asks that there
shall be a guarantee that a sufficient amount
of power shall be used to pay for a Sinking
Tund on the outlay. By so doing, we shall
protect the scheme and the 'Governmgnt,
because provision is made that, if a sufficient
amount is not used, a water rate will be
levied on the irrigable land in the area.
There should be no discrimination between
the supply of water and the supply of power.
If a sufficient number of users of water is
not available, the scheme should not he
proceeded with, unless the people are willing
to accept the responsibility of paying a rate
in the event of a deficiency for the advan-
tage of having the water there if they want .
it, and the same principle should apply to
power. I do not think there is anything
unreasonable or objectionable in the amend-
ment. As the Minister stated, the State
will be responsible for any loss in the end,
and the amendment is only a way of safe-
guarding the interests of the State and of
the taxpayers of the State. I cannot see
that the amendment will destroy the value
of the measure, and I think the Minister will
be well advised to give further consideration
to it.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay):
I do not propose to accept the amendment
of the hon. member for Port Curtis. As T
have alrcady pointed out, ample safeguards
of the public interests wre provided. The
Minister for the time being may authorise
a thorough investigation of any areas likely
to be suitable as water power areas, not
only as to the power resources of the area,
but also as to the possibilits of supplying
sufficient consumers with the power when
generated. Therc has often been a greab
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deal of controversy regarding electric
schemes. Some people think that water
schemes are always cheaper than power

plants such as gas works or something of
that kind, That does not always follow.
Water-generated power is cheapest only
where a sufficiently large supply is gener-
ated, where it has not to be carried too great
a distance, and where the available con-
sumers require a sufficiently large quantity
of the energy. An Order would never be
issued by any Minister or Governor in
Council with a modicum of common sense
unless those requirements had been satisfied.
The clause, in the first place, provides—

‘“ Bubject to this Aect, the Treasurer
may, from time to time, advance to a
Board out of any moneys appropriated
by Parliament for that purpose, such
sums of money on loan as are required
for the comstruction of any works which,
under this Act, the Board is authorised
to construct.”’

We shall be able to safeguard ourselves there.
The Minister decides upon a water power
area. Then we decide that a Hydraulic
Authority shall be established. It must have
authority to establish certain works. None
of those authorities will be constituted with-
out there being justification for it. no
matter to which partr they belong. Trea-
surers do not go round looking for places
to lend money to. Any semi-public body that
comes to the Treasurer for a loan has to
submit a sound financial proposition. Conse-
quently, the method now proposed not only
1s not necessary but imposcs too onerous
restrictions. Take, for example, the Cairns
hinterland area. It has been argued for
many years past that an ample supply of
power could be generated to meet the require-
ments of the whole of that district both in
regard to light and power, and undertakings
could have their capacity doubled at the
existing cost. It is further pointed out that,
if a cheap supply of power were available in
that district, other industriex might be estab-
lished which at the present time are not
sound propositions. The logical conclusion
frony the hon. member’s amendment is that
no enterprise should be established unless it
is absolutely certain that there will be a suffi-
cient number of customers who will absorb a
sufficient quantity of power. If that were the
principle upon which all peonle acted, there
would be no enterprise in the community.
Before anyone would start a store he would
need to be assured of a sufficient number of
people being prepared to spend so much a
month. If any business man went looking
for such an undertaking, no enterprise would
be started. Al that can be expected is that
there are sufficient safeguards under the
Bill so that no enterprise will be started
unless there is ample and full justification for
it—that justification being established by an
inquiry by cxperts into the scheme.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) : I am sorry
that the Minister will not accept the amend-
ment. If proper investigation is made in
every instance, and it is found to be a
perfectly sound schen:c before being launched,
there is no need to have this provision. But
many enterprises have been embarked upon
and schemes undertaken which have proved
absolutely unsound—so many indeed that
they have shaken the financial stability of
this State.

Hon, W. Foreany Syita: You may say so,
b_ut you cannct get people to pay any atten-
tion to you.
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Mr. FLETCHER: When you get under-
neath the surface, the financial position is
most deplorable. 1t was with a view to
minimising the possibility of any heavy losses
under the operation of this measure that I
moved the amendment. If the Minister
undertakes that there will be competent
inquiry to sce that there is every chance of
financial success, that is all that is necessary.

Hon. W. Forean Swita: Kvery proposal
that is submitted to the Treasury for a loan
is properly inquired into by men competent
to make the inquiry.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister cannot
denly that there have been tremendous losses
through ill-digested schemes having becn
undertaken. The State is staggering under
loan expenditure which does not provide any
revenue. We want to avoid the possibility
of anything of that kind under this measure.
This is a perfectly sound amendment, safe-
guarding the financial position of the State,

Amendment (Mr. Fletcher) put and nega-
tived.

Clause 8 put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 14, both inclusive, and the
schedule, put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CuHairMAN rteported the Bill without
amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

UNEMPLOYED WORKERS INSURANCE
BILL.
INITIATION.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
beg to move—
¢ That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to make provision for the
insurance of unemployed workers and for
other ancillary purposes.”

The object of this Bill is to provide means
whereby workers will be insured against
periods of unemployment. Payments will he
made to prevent people becoming destitute

during periods of unemployment
[2.30 p.m.] over which they have no control.

All workers who come within the
ambit of the Arbitration Court will become
insured persons—that is to say, any male or
female over eighteen vears of age working
under the conditions of an Arbitration Court
award will become insured persons under this
measure. The State, the employers, and the
employees will each be levied upon to pro-
vide a fund from which bencfits will be
available.

Mr. T. R. Roserrs: Will they contribute
cqually ?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: Ther will
cach contribute one-third. Under this scheme
a fund will be created which will be con-
tributed to in the way I have indicated. A
six months’ period will elapse before pay-
ment will he made from the fund. That will
enable the fund to accumulate, and will
enable the scheme to be put on a proper
basis. Only the insured persons will be
entitled to benefit under the fund. By that
means we shall ensure the solvency of the
fund. The emplovers will be called upon to
contribute for the employces whom they

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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engage. Regulations will be drawn up set-
tmn out the basis on which those contribu-
tions will be made. An Unemployed Couneil
will be cstablished, comprising the Secretary
for Public Works, the Dircetor of Labour,
and the l\egbtxdr for Friendly Societics, one
representative from the unions of employees,
and one representative from the Employers’
Federation. Those five persens will consti-
tute the Unemployed Council. It will be
their duty to administer the fund ard carry
out the various duties set out in the Bill.
The Bill also endecavours to a large extent to
minimise the dangers of unempl yment by
regularising the amount of available employ-
ment in varlous portions of the State, as
far as it is poss1Ue to do that. That is the
general cutline of the scheme. The Bill is
devised with a view to meeting a situation
which I counsider it to be the duty of every
Covernment to meot. In a country such as
Quecnsland, where employment is to a very
large extent of a seasonal nature, men are
unemployed during certain periods of the
year—a fact over which they have no control.
It cannot be considered a desirable thing that
men, who through no fault of their own arc
unemployed, should become destitute as a
result. (onsequently, the scheme is one that
should commend itself to Parliament, and
should commend itself to the people gene-
rally. The Bill is not of a Utopian char-
acter, but is of a practical character, and can
be put into operation at an early date with
a reasonable chance of success. I venture to
say that, when it is put into operation, it
will go a long way towards mitigating the
amount of suffering that takes place in the
community at the present time as a result of
unemployment.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby):
years ago that, When the Bill that was
referred to as the ¢ Loafers’ Paradise Bill
was before this House, the Opposition would
not subscribe to the prmclples contained in
that Bill, and moved certain amendments
which apparcntly the Government are now
adopting. The scheme suggested by the
amendments moved at that time proposed to
introduce the German scheme or the old
country scheme, where the State, the
employers, and the employees each contri-
buted one-third to a fund in the same way as
is provided in the Bill. I was rather sur-
prised to hear the Minister state that the
fund will have a general application. The
principle laid down in the German scheme,
or the old country scheme, is that the mem-
bers of the various rrullds or crafts confine
the participation in the furd to the members
of the particular guilds or crafts.

Hon. W Foreax SyiTH: The fund in
Great Britain at the present time embraces
pretty well everybody, just as this Bill does.
I am referring to the 1920 Act.

Mr. VOWLES: That might be so under
the 1920 Act, but it was not so under the Bill
that we debated previously. The members
of the various unions or erafts subseribe to a
provident or insurance fund for the bencfit
of their own members.

Hon. W.
organisations
their own.

Mr. VOWLES: Under the scheme
to payments are made
employers.

{Hon. W, Forgan Smith.

I remember some

Foregax Smrrii: Many of the
have out-of-work benefits of

T refer
direct by the
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Hon. W. Foreaxy SuitH: Payment is to be
made by the State, by the employer: and
by the cmployees. Tho emplosers are called
upon to pay the employecy’ c«“ntrxbutlons too.

They xn]l make a  deduction from the
cmployees’ wageos.
Mr. VOWLES: We are told that one of

the persons 1oqmr1nv special consideration is
the seasonal worker. When wages are being
fixed in the Arbitration Court, if it is seasonal
employment the wages are fixed at & speci-
ally high rate, and now the Ministor talks
about that man, who gets an exorbitant rate
of wago during the time he is working. getting
assistance from this fund during the off-season.
He is to be kept out of this fund when he is
not working. That does not seem to be fair.

Hon. W. ForeGaN SiiTH:
your ressoning.

Mr. VOWLES : When the shearers or cane-
cutters go to the Arbitration Court their
wag:s are fixed on the basis that theirs are
seasonal employments—that thore arc so many
months in the year when thev cannot get
work—and, as a result, when they are work-
ing their rates are except101n]]y high.

Hon. W. ForGaN SMITH: Arc you asking
that such meon should not come under this
scheme?

Mr. VOWLES: If they are going to come
under it, it is very unfair to the men whose
wages are not fixed on the same basis, If a
man s in conztant work all the vear round
and another man gets a rate of pav which is
supposed to b~ equivalent to a full year’s
nav although he actually works six months
in the vear, “suralv that ought to he taken into
eomsideration when you are arriving at the
basis of contribution to the fund. One man
will be constantlv going on to the fund at
the cost of the other man. That is rather a
matter for Committee, but it seems rather
strange that the question has mot been taken
into consideration. T sincerely trust that in
these other matters referred to there is noth-
ing of a Utopian nature. T hope the Bill
will not be drastic. We all admit that i is
necessary to make some provision for
nnemplovment; but we contend that the
Government are very largely responsible for
unemplovment at the present time.

Hon. W. Foreax SMITH: The Government
vou supported vears ago contemplated intro-
ducing an Unemployed Workers Bill.

Mr. VOWTLES: In those days an amount of
only £5000 was spent in cumoc ion with
relief to uremnloved workers, whereas this
vear over #£170000 has been provided. If
the consolidated revenue js going to be
relioved of that amount, and ore-third is to
ha borne bv the emnlovers and one-third by
the emplovees, the consolidated revenne will
be so much the better off  Wo do nat ohiecct
tn an Unemplored Workers Tnsurance Bill.

I do not follow

provided it is a reasonahle ene: hnt, if there
sre going to be objectionable  features
imnorted inte the measure. then we must

objeet to it. That is the attitude the Opposi-
tion will have to adopt.

A, TAYLOR (“VW(ZVW) I am quite in
accord with the views of tha leader of the
Opposition in regard to this Till. IF the
Bill is going to “he for the benefit of the
people and works out in the direction indi-
cated by the Minister., we are preparved tfo
support it, but not if it has associated with
it a number of the objectinnable clauses which
were included in the Bill of 1918. I would
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like the Minister to say whether there is a
«zlause in this Bill similar to the clausc in the
1919 Bill which specified that, if an emplorer
made over a certain amount of profits. he had
to invest a certain m*opon'un L)I the ’71()ht~
in cnhuz.{mw the scone of his business or ol
te inv st the moeney in Government debentur

ITon. W.
a rnew Bill,

My, TAYLOR: That does not answer my
question. I would like the hon. gentleman to
give an assurauce that there is nothing of
tl at kind in the preposed measurs, because 1
certainly will opiiose anvrhing of that nature.
Hon. m mbers on this side are ]u*t as anxious
as hon. n‘emb"r\ opposite to sce that everyonce
is cmployed, and we all hope that, as a resalt
of thi- Bi “. wo shall be able to find employ-
ment out of the funds to bo cu,ﬂ :d, so that
real permaneni developmental work will take
‘place. We do not want to sec anyone wallk-
ing about receiving money from the fund
to be crested under this Bill in a State like
Queensland, where there is any amount of
work waiting to give employment to cvery-
one in the State. We hope that, when the

Foreax St This is practically

Bill beromes operative, the Governmoent will
s0 direct their activit that there =ill be
real developmental work earried out. I have

no npathy with the farm idea that we
‘had in the last Bill, because it is one of the
poorest forms of labour in which we could
engage the uncmploved. The Government
propose to cnrer largely into water conserva-
tion schem=s awd other such activitics, and
let us direct the energies of the men who
will have to accept emplovment under this
measure in th~ directicn of developmental
work which will be for the good of the
ccomraunity for all time.

Mr, PIRTRIE (Toomhue®): 1 ‘r1u<t that this
Bill is guite a different mecasure to the one
initiated by mo Gmornmont in 1919, and I
‘hope that it is #alken to a largs xteni from
the Dritish (no‘mprmexl Tnsurance Act of
1920. So far as the Minister has outlined the
Bill. ams to me that 1t has been largely
-copied fron that Act.

Hon., V. FORGAN SMITH :
than that.

Mr. PETRIE: I hepe i
better Bill than the one
‘Government in 1919, I am
‘gentleman will have a very hard time in
‘getting it through this Chamber. There is
no doubt that this question of unemployment
is a very serious cne and one that should
‘be dealt with, and the sponer it is dealt with

Tt is a better Bill

If it is not a
initiated by the
afraid the hon.

the better, 1 think that an uncmployed
workers’ insurance schewe is a very good way

deulty, and I am gled
this Bill *ho Govern-
and the emplosves are

That should be very

of overcoming the dif
to know that unde
ment, the cmplo
to centribute equallv.
satisfactory, but, if there ware any (’rav ic
clauses such as thet swontioned by the leader
f the Nationalist party in regard to foreing
wmplf)"ora‘ 10 fvvest o certain amount of thoir
pro! Gis in onl e the 1sinvss or to invest
in Government debovtures, we will eertainly
oppose it. I am ghld to have an assurance
from the Minister that no such clause 18
included in the Till.  However. wo shall
have a bet'or opportunity of discussing the
Bill at the second veading stage, and I there-
‘fore do not intend to take up any further time
at present.

Mr. T. RR.
After listening

L
t

ROBERTS (Kust Toowoomba):
to the Minister when intro-
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ducing the Bill, we can Congratu]ate our-
sclves on his advocating certain alterations
of the disastrous Bill which came before the
Ifouse in 1820, We have still to recognise,
however, that this legislation will have the
same effect as the previous Bill, inasmuch as,
until the other States come into line with us,
the Bill wil] be a handicap on some of our
industries.  The reason T rose to speak was
because I was not certain who arc to come
under the 13,

Hon. W. FomrgaNn SwmIrii: Any worker
operatirg under an industrial award of the
Arbitration Court will be an ‘“insuved
person.”” and only ““insured persons” will be
entitled to the benefits of the Bill.

My, T. R. ROBIERTS: That is one of the
aknesses T ean see, unless the Government
kave in their minds tha b nging of the agri-
cultural induatry under the BLH There 15 a
large number of men engaged in agricultural
work who have not up to the -ent been
subject to Arbitration Court awards. 1 feel
ery much for those men if they are not
going to got some beneiit under an unem-
ploved workers’ scheme like this, but I do
not feel inclined to adveeate their going to
the Arbitration Court.  Naturally, I view
the measure with some apprehension so far
as they are concerned.

IDon. W. Foreaxy Syrri:
measure cun be sxtended.

Mr. MAXWELL (7onwong): I remember
taking an active part in the opposition to
the * Loafers” Paradise Bill,” as it was
termed at the time it was introduced. and 1
am glad to know from the MMinister that he
is not prepared to adopt the principles enun-
ciated in that measure. In that measure the
whole burden was placed upon one section of
the community. I think it a very great pity
that the Government could net have brought
sufficient influence to bear upon the Com-
monwealth Government to introduce such a
measure as this.

Hon. W. Forgay Syrre: It really ought to
be a Commonwealth meazure.

Mr. MAX WETL. I am coming to that
noint. As vou sre going to tax an industry
to the detrimont of fhat industry. there will
be the difficulty that certain industries will
be taxed to bear the burden of unemploy-
ment, while in the other States there is no
such measure in operation. At present indus-
tries have to carry more than they can bear.
and to tax them still further will make it a
very tough proposition to carry on. I realise
that this problem of unemployment deserves
every consideration, and we should try to
solve it. There is another aspect of the queS-
tion—that is, relating to the unemployable
but I do not propose to go into that mat*c-
now. as I sholl have an opwntum‘rv of doing
«0 on the sccond reading. If the Government
had tried to induce the Commonwealth To-
vornsent, or the Gover»ments of the other
States of Australia. to intmflm*o a similar
mea=ure. so that cach State would bhe under
the same conditions, it would have been far
better for Queensland. This Rill is going to
be detrimental to our industries in Quoonc«
land, snd I hope the Minivier will try to
perstade the other States to take the matter
up. or, failing them. to gst the Common-
wealth Government to deal with it.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port (wrtis): 1 under-
stand from the DMinister that the Bill pro-
vides for the regularising of industry.

Mr. Fletcher.?

The scope of the
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Hon. W. ForGan SMITH: To prevent unem-
ployment as far as possible by regularising
employment.

Mr. FLETCHER : I would like to ask the
Minister what he means by that?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
do not think that I would be justified at this
stage in entering into a discussion of the
various clauses of the Bill; but what I
meant by regularising employment was this:
We know that certain industries require
large numbers of men at certein periods of
the year. Other work can be done by those
men during the slack period of the year. In
the sugar districts it would be absurd for the
local authorities to be employing men in local
work when the workers were required in the
sugar industry. We have power under this
Bill to advise local authorities when local
works should be gone on with,

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

FirsT READING,
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
beg to move—

“That the Bill be now read a first
time,”

Question put and passed.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

WORKERS HOMES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

InITIATION IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
beg to move
“hat it is desirable to introduce a

Bill to amend the Workers’” Homes Act
of 1919 in certain particulars.”

This Bill does not involve any new principle,
or amend any principle contained in the
existing Act. We merely desire to make the
machinery of the Act more work-

{3 p.m.]

able. We provide for a twenty-
five years loan instead of a
twenty years’ loan, as laid down in the prin-
cipal Act. We also provide for monthly pay-
ments in advance instead of weekly pav-
ments, and there are several other emall
amendments in the Bill to remedy the
defects in the existing Act. It is intended to
go on with works under this scheme at an
early date, and the sum of £50.000 has been
placed on the Estimates for that purpose.

Mr. SWAYNE (MHirand): I would like to
take the opportunity at this stage of inquir-
ing whether a promise made by the Premier,
Mr. Theodore, in 1817, has been {fuifilled.
In explanation. I might point out that last
year T drew attention to the reply given to
a question of mine by the hon. gentleman in

1917.  The question that I asked the
Treasurer, Mr. Theodore, was—
“1. Are holders of sugar workers’

blocks able to horrow money either from
the Agricultural Bank or the Workers’
Dwellings Branch for the erection of
their dwelling-houses ?

[Mr. Fletcher.
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“2. If not, and the tenure of these
blocks prevents such loans being granted,
will he endeavour to arrange with the
Secretary for Public Lands such a tenure
as will enable them to borrow either
under the Agricultural Bank Act or the
Workers’ Dwellings Act money for such
purpose, or in some other way arrange
for it to be dore?”?

The Treasurer, in reply to those questions,
said that the holders of those blocks were
not able to borrow at present, but the matter
would be considered if an application for an
advance was made to the Commissioner of
the Queensland Government Savings Bank.
Applications were then made for blocks, and
the Commissioner, in reply, stated that he
anticipated being in a position to deal with
the applications very shortly, and had
advised Mossrs. James Pearce and Thomas
Hastie accordingly. Nothing, however, has
been done up to the present. Now that we
have got this Bill before us, I suggest that
we should enable these holders of sugar
workers’ blocks to erect homes.

Hon. W. FowreaN Swmrra: This Bill does
not deal with that situation at all.

Mr. SWAYNE: T suggest that an oppor-
tunity might be given to the holders of
those workers’ blocks to obtain homes of
their own. especially as the Premier pro-
mised in 1917 that something would be done.

Hon. W. Forean SMirH: This is am
entirely different Act. We are not amending
the Savings Bank Act at present.

Mr., SWAYNE: I think I am quite im
order in suggesting what should be included
in this measure.

. Hon. W. ForaaN SyitH: We are amend-
ing the Workers’ Homes Act.

Mr. SWAYNE: The question of unem-
ployment crops up in every measure that we
have before us. I suggest that the people
T refer to should be enabled to borrow money
to erect homes of their own. When I asked
that question I wanted them to get per-
mission to borrow under the Workers’
Dwellings Act.

The CHAIRMAN : Ovder! I would point
out to the hon. gentleman that the question
he is now raising has to do with the Workers”
Dwellings Act. This Bill proposes to amend
the Workers’ Homes Act, which is an
entirely different measure.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba)
The Minister said that he was not amending
the principal Act, but was making it more
gberal for persons to take advantage of the

ct.

Hon., W. Foreax SwitH: We are not

amending any principle.

Mr, T. R. ROBERTS: This Bill was
introduced by the Premier, and, judging by
the remarks he made on that occasion, it is
a different measure to what we expected.
I understand that it is to assist workers to-
get homes, If that is so, I welcome it. I do
not think it will be availed of to any extent,
because we have to recognise that it is &
ceitly  proposition for the average wage-
earner to get a home at present.

Mr., SWAVNE (Mirani): I was referring
to the question of the holders of sugar
workers’ blocks being able to take advantage
of this Bill to get homes of their own. They
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should be allowed to borrow money under
this Bill.

Hon. W. Foragany SmrrH: This Bill does
not deal with that question at all.

Mr. SWAYNE: There is nothing to pre-
vent the Government from extending the
provisions of this Bill to include those who
hold sugar workers’ blocks.

The CHAIRMAN: Order. I would point
out to the hon. member that this Bill deals
with people who are landless. It only
applies to those who have no land at all.

Mr. SWAYNE: The question in my mind
was whether it could not Dbe extended to
include sugar workers’ blocks, because a
promise made years ago with respect to those
blocks has not been carried out.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

First READING.
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
beg to move—
_“That the
time.”’
Question put and passed.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-rnorrow.

Bill be now read a first

BARALABA-CASTLE CREEK RAILWAY.
ApPrOVAL OF PrLan, EtC.
COMMITTEE.

(M r. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair,)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, HKeppel): I beg to
move— ’

“ That the House approves of the plan,
section, and book of reference of the pro-
posed extensionn of the Mount Morgan
Branch Railway from Baralaba to Castle
Creek, in length 52 miles 51 chains.”

‘The passing of this resolution will forge
another link in the Government’s policy of
encouragement of population, land settlement,
irrigation, and production. It is an indi-
cation that the Government intend to con-
tinue their policy of developing our rich
natural resources, their pelicy of decen-
tralisation, and their policy of seeking to
stem the tendency to drift to the towns, I
think those are very laudable objects of
which all members of the Committee will
approve. 1 mentioned last week other
phases of the Government’s policy in relation
to these very important problems. There is
the Burnett scheme and the North Coast
Railway completion scheme, making avail-
able rich sugar lands and the erection of
more sugar-mills, and the great agricultural
organisation schenie.

This railway is nccessary to enable the
Government to inaugurate and develop a
great water conservation and irrigation
scheme in the Dawson Valley. Tt is a scheme
which will mecan much to Qucensland and
to the whole of Australia. Tt will enable
settlement to procecd apace and wealth and
production to increase. When completed, it
will be one of the largest in Australia, and
even one of the largest in the world. That
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is our claim, and it is no extravagant claim,
and we look forward to the completion of the
scheme with confidence and without fear of
any opposition, This railway must be justi-
fied as part of a water conservation and irri-
gation scheme, and the motion must be con-
strued as wide enough to enable me to deal
with it as such, because without that scheme
the construction of the line for which I am
seeking approval could not be justified.
Obvious advantages will acerue fron. the con-
struction of the line in other respects, but
the main advantages of it will arise from its
being essentially part of a water conserva-
tion and irrigation proposal, and, that being
so, I would like to make reference to the
recognition of the importance of water con-
servation and irrigation in other parts of the
world.

As hon. members know, in the United
States of America, in India, in Kgypt, aund
clsewhere millions of money have been spent
on water conservation and irrigation, and
millions of people have been settled upon
irrigated lands, and hundreds of millions of
pounds’ worth of products have been obtained
from the lands. The history and romance of
water conservation and irrigation in other
countries of the world is a fascinating and
valuable subject of study, but time will not
permlt me fo do n.ore than hint in passing
at what has been done in other countries.
I would like to quote a paragraph which
appeared in the Brisbane ‘‘ Telegraph ™ of
29th March last—

“ London, 29th March.

“ The House of Commons has passed a
resolution approving of the raising in the
United Kingdom of a loan of £150,000,000
for railways and irrigation in India.”

That indicates the importance that is
attached to this subject in other countries.
Coming nearer home, we have Renmark, Mil-
dura, and Yanco—all settlements which have
made progress, and which have been assisted
in their inauguration and development by the
able and versatile pen of the late Right
Honourable Alfred Deakin, whose writings,
based upon his study of the question and his
powers of observation, did much for irri-
gation in Australia. Before referring to
Queensland, I might be permitted to quote
one or two brief extracts from the Common-
wealth “ Year Book * of 1920, on page 480 of
which I find the following:—

“Active operations were commenced in
1887, since which date marvellous pro-
gress has been made, instanced in the
fact that, originally used as a sheep run
and carrying onc sheep to cvery thirty
acres, the dried fruit harvested from
13.000 acres in 1920 was valued at
£1,238,373 gross.

“The Renmark Trrigation Trust was
established in 1893 on similar lines to
Mildura, but on a smaller scale. The
area of settlement is 21,000 acres, the area
under irrigation being 5.364 acres. There
are also 1,000 acres under crop for hay.
The dried fruit packed for 1920 was 2,500
tons, green fruit 5,000 tons, and the gross
value of the production for the year
exceeded £235,000. The population of
the town and settlement is 4,000.”

Let us assimilate the eloquence of these
figures.  Mildura originally carried one
sheep to 20 acres. Now the value of the
crop off 13,000 acres is over £1.238.000. The

area under irrigation at Renmark is 5,364
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acres, the population is 4,000 persons, and
the value of the production exceeds £235,000
a year.

Those figures arc very interesting and, I
think, very convincing in a discussion on
such a resolution as I am inviting the Com-
mittee to vote upon, because the question
is one of water conservation and irrigation.

Coming to Qucensland, I rvecollect that,
when I first entered thix Chamber, the late
Sir William MacGregor was Governor, and
he emphasised the value of irrigation as the
foundation on which the future of Queensland
would depend. He said that there never
had been ‘a country where schemes of water
censervation and irrigation could be carried
out more satisfactorily than in Queensland;
and our own experience and observation
confirmm  the importanes which he =0
eloquently and forcibly asigned to irrigation,
not only because of his great learning and
reading, but also because of his natural
ability. Here in Queensland we have periods
of drought, and naturally our thoughts turn
to the problem of minimising, if not entirely
eradicating, the effect of those disastrous
occurrences, Further, we vearlr import into
Queensland many thousands of pounds’ worth
of products which could well be grown
within the limits of our own State, and
because of all these facts the motion I ans
moving will, T am sure, receive the commen-
dation and endorsement of hon. members of
the Committee.

T would like in paseing briefly to touch
upon the Dawson Valley irrvigation scheme
itself, and to give just a short outline of
what it involves. The immediate scheme
involves the construction of a temporary dam
at Castle Creel, 53 miles from Baralaba. and.
in addition to that, a dam at Delusion Creck.
Those two dams will furnish the founda-
tion of the immediate scheme. The complete
scheme is a big one and a progressive one,
but the dam at Castle Creck will make avail-
able over 5,000 acres for irrigation, and will
also enable settlers to be settled and revenu
to be gecured while the bigger scheme is
being developed. The completed scheme
involves, in addition to the railway from
Baralaba to Castle Creek—a distance of 53
miles—a railway from Castle Creek to
Delusion Creek—a distance of 25 miles, or a
total of 78 miles. In addition to the dams
at Castle Creck and Delusion Creek, there
will be a big dam at Nathan’s Gorge,
named after preseng Those
three dams, together with the canals and
regulators, will form the basis of this creat
scheme, N

Honourable members conversing in loud
tones,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1
hon. gentlemen to conduet their
tiens in a lower tone. I hope they will obey
my vequest.  While we may be able to go
out and seek temporary relief, the members
of the *“ Hansard > staff have to bo alert at
their duties from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.. and I
tiust that hon. members will assist the -taff
and endeavour to lighten their duties.
{Hear, hear!)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The area of land that this great scheme will
mzke available is considerable. Until the
behaviour of the dam is thoroughly tested
and more sclentific evidence obtained as to
itz power and capacity. 100,000 acres will be
made available for irrigation purposes; but
the Dspartment of Public Lands estimates,
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as the vesuli of its survey, that over 300,000
acres will ultimately be available for irriga-
tion purposes. Of course, that will not be
used  immediately the Nathan dam is
constructed,  In addition to the irrigable
land, the Department of Public Lands esti-
mates that approximately 1.000.000 acrex of
non-irrigable lands will be mads available
within a 15-mile radius of this railway. That
is a very important fact. We have scen the
rapid growth of the cotton industry in the
Dawson Valley district, and the making
available of so much extra land within a
reasonable distapce of ratlwar communica-
tion will give a tremendous impetus to
cotton growing and allied industries In the
Central district.

One could go on for a long time empha-
sising the virtues of this great scheme. With-
out using extravagant language, one can say
that it certainly 1s a wonderful scheme. It
malkes= the imagination reel to attempt to
describe the wealth and magnitude of the

possibilitics of this Dawson Valley water
conservation and irrigation proposal. It
reminds me of a few lines from Dante.

During my studies of that poet many years
aco. I read of the spirit of Beatrice leading
Dante through the wonders of heaven and
his sayving—
“ (h. speech! how feeble and how faint
art thou
To give conception birth

Speech is teo faint and too feeble to explain
the wonders of this great scheme which we
arce developing in the Central district. I am
certain that hon. members who have not
already visited the Central district will agree
with myv remarks when they visit that dis-
trict. Thev will feel that werds are ridicu:
louslv inadequate to cxpress proper appre-
ciation of this wonderful scheme. which hag
been highly spoken of, nct only by the
experts who have been up. but by public
men who were able to appreciate such schemes
even though they might not have technical
knowledge.

Hydro-clectric possibilities have been men-
tioned in Committee this afternoon in con-
nection with another measure, That iz an
important phase of this scheme in the Dawson:
Vallev. The supply of cheap power wili be-
an important factor which, I believe, will be
realised before many vears pass as onre of
the results of this great scheme. It has been
suggested from time to time that the D 7
Valley country is subject to flooding, Accord-
ing to the best possible reports that can be
obtained, there is no serjous danger in that
direction. There have been floods in the
Dawson Valley district, a vervy serious nne
oceurving thirty vears ago. When a flood
of that nature engulfs the Dawson Vallew, the
whele State is engulfed, so, really, it is not an
argument against the Dawson Valley schieme,
because the same possibilities ave latent con-
cerning any other scheme that maz be put in
operation.

AMr. BERBIVGTOXN :
the cost of doing it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The cost will be fractional compared with
the added value to the land as the result:
of the construction of the railwav =nd the
development of this scheme. I think T shall
be able to satisfy the hon. member on that
point.

Mr. BepBingTON : What about Inkeriman?
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
Inkerman is a commendable phase of the
Government’s policy.

Mr. BesBINGTON: You are easily satisfied.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member does not know what he is
talking about. Does he know what it costs
to water Mildura?

Mr. BeBpiNgTON: No land can carry the
rents you put on after irrigation.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I want to remind the Committee that the
cost of irrigating Inkerman

Mr. BeBingTON: £7 an acre.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member does not know anything
about irrigation proposals. Does he know
what it i3 costing in Renmark ?

Mr. Brpeingrox: I do.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He does not, or he would not make the
remark he has made. I have the figures,
which indicate that the cost at Renmark and
Mildura runs up to £30 an acre for water,
yet the hon. member for Drayton makes a
stupid remark about £7 being an unbcarable
burden.

Mr. BEBRINGTON: So it is.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
In country like Imkerman, where they grow
rich cane and have valuable land, what is

an acre compared with what can be
secured from the land? It is comparatively
light. It is not a ‘question of what it costs
to get the water; it is a question of what
the land produces after it is watered. The
hon: member who talks glibly about £7 an
acre will be surprised.to learn that at Mil-
dura and Renmark it has run up to £20, £40,
and even more.

Let me proceed from the point at which
I was interrupted. I want to quote from the
report of Mr. Deshon, the Hydraulic Engi-
neer, on this important question of flooding.
He says—

¢ The fact that, during high floods, the
Dawson River flats are liable to imme-
diate inundation might be considered a
detriment to the scheme, A flood simi-
lar to that of 1890 occurring with the
reservoir nearly full would probably, in
spite of large sluices, cause mundatlon
but ordinary floods, in my opinion, can
be regulated, and any risk of fooding
the farms averted.”
That opinion of the Hydraulic Engineer is
supported by eminent authority, and hon.

members can secure the information from
the reports which are available.
Legislation will be introduced by the

Premier later empowering the Government
to appoint a trust to control this scheme as
well as other irrigation schemes in the State.

The scheme of control will be such
[3.30 p.m.] as, I think, will be satisfactory

to hon. members opposite as well
as to hon. members on this side. An experi-
mental farm will be founded, and the best use
to which lTand can be put will be ascertained.
The size of the areas will be satisfactorily
determined, and other information will be
secured.

The r2ilway proposal aims at the construec-
tion of the line from Baralaba to Castle Creek,
a distance of 53 miles, at an estimated cost of
£471,0600. I want hon. members to note
paltlcuhrlv that that sum includes the cost
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of the telegraph system, survey, and rolling-
stock, and not the construction of the line
only. A lower estimate has been given for
the construction of the linc only.

Mr. Frercuer: What was the estimated
cost of construction? Was it £250,0007

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : No.
The first rough estimate was £350,000. The
cstimate of £471,900, as given by the Com-
missioner for Railways, is an estimate to
cover the telegraph system, survey, and
volling-stock., =~ Other estimates have been
given but this is a reliable estimate which
has been car efully worked out. The Public

Works Commission gave an affirmative
report In connection with the construction
of the line. A committee was appointed

by the Railway Department, by the Depart-
ment of Public Lands, and the Treasury
Department in collaboration, and that com-
mittee also approved of the coustruction
of the line. Its report is embodied in
the report of the Public Works Commission.
In addition to that, the Railway Commis-
sioner has reported favourably, and his
report, in conjunction with the other reports,
furnishes valuable information. 1 presume
hon. members have studicd those reports. It
is intended later on to construct a line to
Delusion Creek, the survey of which has
alrcady been authorised. That shows that
the Government are not going on in a half-
hearted or a piecemeal way. We are going
to carry the scheme right through without
undue  interruption and without undue
delay. The Commissioner for Railways, in
his report on the proposal, stated—

“ As settlement procceds business will
increase, and with irrigated arecas under

cultivation this railway should before
long carry a heavy traffic, which will
materially assist other sections of our
lines. I anticipate that shortly

after completion the line will earn about
£7,000 per annum. . . The cost will
be about £6,400 per annum. . If
an extensive irrigation scheme be carried
out simultaneously with the building of
the railway a very large area of good
country will be closely settled and be
highly productive. I recommend the
building of the line.”

The route has been a_contentious matter,
but careful and exhaustive inquiry has been
made, with the result that the line will be
commenced from Baralaba rather than from
Rannes, All the experts who have investi-
gated the matter have agreed on that. The
reports seem to be of a unanimous nature.
The reasons in favour of Baralaba as a com-
mencing point are—

1. Shorter and cheaper construction;

2. It will serve country on both sides
of the river;

3. It will eliminate the building of an
unnecessary branch line from Banana
o Moura;

4. The line is not likely to suffer any
material damage from the highest
floods ;

5. It will enable the spread of prickly-
pear to be more effectively coped:
with.

Mr. Prrersox: Did the Public Works
Commission go over the route?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I understand they investigated the country.
The hon. member for Mount Morgan, the

Hon. J. Larcombe.]



1664 Baralaba to Castle

Premier, and myself, with Iis Kxcellency
the Governor’s party, went over the country
carefully.

Mr. PETERSON: Did you go over the rail-
way survey?

The SECRLUTARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Not over the whole line of survey. 1n a
case like this it 1s not so much a matter
of Ministers or members of Parliament rely-
ing on their own judgment. The Public
Works Commission takes evidence from land
experts and hydraulic experts.

#lr. Prrrson: Did the Public Works
Commission go over the survered route?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hou. members have the report of the Public
Works Commission. The Commission, in
addition to its own obscrvations, called rail-
way experts, land experts, and hydraulic
experts, and, as a result of that evidence,
the Commission unanimously endorsed the
Baralaba starting point. Rannes was sug-
gested, and 1 specially submitted that ques-
tion in the first place to the combined com-
mittee. 1 would not allow any one depart-
ment to determine that question. I asked the
combined committee representing the Depart-
ment of Public Lands, the Railway Depart-
ment, and the Hydraulic Department, to
meet and discuss the question of the route,
which they did, and, as a result, they recom-
mended Baralaba as the starting point.
Subsequently, the Public Works Commission
endorsed that recommendation, and it has
been endorsed by Inspecting Surveyor Amos.
This scheme is primarily and essentially a
wator conservation and irrigation scheme.
1o build the line from Rannes would mean
that a line would be constructed extending
away from the irrigation area—the hon.
member for Normanby admitted that him-
self. He admitted that the Baralaba start-
ing point was the batter for an Irrigation
scheme.

Mr. PeTerson: Yes.

Myr. BespiNGTON : The scheme is not being
carried on because of any political necessity
te get men into the clectorate?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
A suggestion like that is unworthy of any
hon. member. In connection with every
line of public works policy that we have
attempted, we have had the same cowardly
and mean jibe thrown out. The same jibe
was thrown out in connection with the
Burnett scheme. It was said that it was a
vote-catching scheme. The same was said
when we pushed on rapidly with the con-
struction of the North Coast Railway and
when we commenced other schemes. Can a
Government not do anvthing without the
suggestion of party political influence and
political advantage being made? We have
commenced very big schemes which will have
a far-rcaching effect on the destiny and wel-
farc of Queensland. Whenever we have
attempted such schemes we have received the
same jibes, Tt is pleasing to state that men
in wvory high commercial positions have
approved of the Government’s schemes from
time to time, and have not made unworthy
suggestions like that which has been made
by the hon. member for Drayton.

Mr, Comsgr: No one has ever said that
the Burnett scheme was a vote-catching
scheme.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The suggestion has been made, and there
is not the slightest justification for it. The

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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Dawson scheme is one of water conserva-
tion and irrigation. If that is so, then
the better commencing point is Baralaba.
That has been agreed to by the hon. mem-
ber for Normanby. If the scheme is not
going to be a water comservation and
irrigation scheme, then the railway is not
justified.  The route from Baralaba will
lead to the heart of the irrigable country
whereas the line from Rannes would lead
out of the irrigable areas and would mean
that a branch line would have to be con-
structed. It would be unsatisfactory from
the viewpoint of the Railway Department
to have to operate the two lineé, and it would
also mcan unnecessary over-capitalisation,

Mr. BessiNeTON: That is what I meant.
The railway route was selected because it
leads to the centre of the irrigation scheme.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think that anyone can question that
the Baralaba starting point is more satisfac-
tory than the Rannes sterting point. The

on. member for Drayton referred to the
cost of the scheme. On the present estimate
I do not suppose the whole scheme will cost
more than £2,000,000, but the added value of
the land will be at least £10,000,000. It has
been placed as high as £20,000,000; but, on a
conservative estimate, the added valuc to the
Crown lands as a result of the construction
of this scheme will be £10,000,000. Mr.
Partridge has been appoint:d a commissioner
to inquire into the scheme, and he will correct
the various estimates that have been made.
At all events, many millions of pounds will
be added to the value of the lands in that
district by the construction of this scheme. I
rememher the late Sir William MacGregor
mentioning cn one occasion that an irrigation
scheme in Fgypt which cost £3,000,000 paid
for itself in three years.

Mr. FrErcHER: The Yanco scheme will
never pay.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

One cannot say that definitely, because of
the substantial incrcase of the value of the
irrigable land as a result of that scheme. In
California and other countries arid deserts
have been transformed into gardens of beauty
and productiveness, and the added value has
been as high as £160 per acre. In India and
in other countries the same enormous increase
in the values of land has resulted from the
construction of irrigation schemes and the
necessary railways.

Mr. Deacox: Is the necessary water avail-
able in the Dawson?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That question has been thoroughly gene into,
and it is estimated that there will be sufficient
water to satisfactorily irrigate large areas
when the dams are completed. When the
scheme is completed probably 4,000 or 5,000
sottlers will be able to secure living areas, and
afterwards. with the 100,000 acres of irrigable
land and the extra 200,000 acres which may
subsequently be irrigated, and 100.000 acres
of non-irrigable land, it will mean that up to
20,000 settlers will ultimately be cstablished
in that Dawson Valley country. This is part
of our great public works policy which is
going to enable us fo build un a big agricul-
tural population, and, in addition, sccure an
enormous increase in the value of the land.
There are a good many products that we
import that we can well grow for ourselves,
but there is an enormous export market
available, too. There is hardly any limit to
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the wealih-production possihilities of the State
of Quesnsland.  The Under Secretary for
Publie Lands pointed out that. so far as the
non-irrigabie land is concerned. there <oyl
be an added value of £2 to £3 per e. In
other countriex the added value of land has
heen {rem nothing up to £200 per acre.
Therelore, wo see the encrmous elasticits
for estimate there is without wnduls expand-
ing the estimate, :

Mr. J. H. € Roserts: 1 thought vonr idea
was to give us cheap land? c7

The 8 LCRETARY FOR RAILWAVS:
B¢ yo: Il have cheap land. The remark of

the hon. member for Pittsworth reminds me
of the rame of the Einstein theory—relativity.
What is the meaning of cheapness? Is it not
a relative termm? I vou can get land at- £5
or even £10 per acre and secure £20 per
acre from the produce of that land, it is
cheap fand. '

Mr. J. H. C. RoBer1s: You only think this
ean be done.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
By taking the statistics in connection with
Mildura, Vanco, and the irrigation schemes
of othor coantries, there is no doubt that in
time good returns will be secured. Although
there may be no actual profits for a
number of years on the money required to
build the railway. we shall, as a result of
the incrvased valus of the land, get back
an enormous amount more than we spend on
railway construction,

Mr. J. 11 C. Roeerts: Over a period of
n Fears.

The SECRETARY
Over a 1
gotting b

; X FOR RAILWAYS:
od of fiftren yeurs we shall be
a large amount.

EERINGTON
fifreen

You will hardiv mak
You wili hardly make =
vears, It will be a bhurden
re for rwonty yvears.

. SBECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Whet abouwi Yaneo?

Mr. Bewriroron
the ratepay.
The RECRETARY

chothere may beon

tin

on the »

The 8E:

hurden om

Yanco i a b

RATLWAYR:
modiate probs
T of the Yanco « ne. look at the
* tand made available for sstile-
look at the settiemoent it has been
B Settl ment is one of the grea:
: Queensland, and if we are goin
thot every fraction of a farthi
is goinz to return us a pro
ar. we are not going to do ve
horn. member for Pittsworth will
this seheme will pav indirect]s.
L €0 Roerrts: That is
areve—that v never give couitry
Tines a fair go.
SECBRETARY FOR RAILW :
wivisr them more than fair go
ith other States and other coun-
v has been no inevesse in railway
rates and fares in Queensland for nearly three
years; in {sct, therc have bern many redue-
tiona in freights and fares. and the country
Hues have benefited greatly as a vesult. Our
main lns« pay welll If we were to increase
our fares and freights in .order to show a
profit on the railways, it would be the eountry
lines that would suffer. Rightly understooqd,
there iz no such thing as a loss on the rail-
ways, bevause the producers have the money
in their pockets, which otherwise they would
have to pay out in increased fares and

1922—5 k
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freights. According to the evidence placed
hofore me weck after week and month after
month, the producers are immeasurably better
off as a result of the constraction of railways.
Farmers have told mo that the construction
of @ railwav nicars an inerease of £3 or £4
per acve in the value of iv land within a
comparatively short time. I would ask the
hon. member for Pittsworth to read the
reports of the Public Works Commission, I
was one of the original members of the Public
sion, and we took evidence
throughout the greater portion of Queensland,
and that was {%e evidener tendered to us at
that time-——that there woald be an increase in
many instances to the value of non-irrigable
land to the settler of from £3 to £4 per
acre from the construction of a railway.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: Take hard facts.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYY:

If it were not for the Government’s generous
poliey in relation to fares and freights, half
the people in Queensland would have been in
the cities to-day. The fact remains that the
percentage of persons in the cities in Queens-
land to-dav is lower than the percentage in
the other States, where there 1s no Labour
party in power.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: How is it that the
country shows a decrease in population?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That iz not correct. If the hon. member
leoks at the electoral rolls for 1921, before
the redistribution took place, he will find that
there had been a great increase in country
districts as compared with 1915, Anticipating
that the contention would be raised, I went
irto the matter, and T find that in three or
four cleciorutes. such as Normanby, Herbert,
cther country districts, there has been a
sihotantial jnercase of electors, It is no use
mesmber for Piitsworth attempting
erion to argue that the country rolls
deersase under this Administration.
contrary, thev show a substantial
~asd my srstement can be borne out
ron to the rolls, :

Werks Comn

of the added value
me time ago to:
fue of land in
hean £9,000000 in a
period as the result of

2l
short
o sehomes,

Besrmxaron: A lot of
false, They cannot pay
thre gre going Lankrupt
are paying too much.

The SACRUWTARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The values are based upon what the land is
Lringing on sale in the open market, which
s » very fair test,

Mr. Brpmiwoton: No:
war prices,

these values
them to-day,
becauze they

thew were based on

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That 1s not correct.

Mr. BeemiNngTON: It is correct. I have
beesn there and I have gone through the
}

whole matter.

The SBECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
To sum up. the railway and water conserva-
tion and irrigation scheme will have the
cost paid for many times over as a result
of the added value of Crown lands. For-
tunately, the State has a large arca of Crown
lands 1 the Dawson Valley district, and
will therefore benefit through this scheme.

I desire, in conclusion, to mention the visit

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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of 1lis Ixcelleney the Governor, 8ir Matthew
Nathan, to the Dawson Valley district and
iz iuspection of the great dam which bears
his name. His Kxcelleney takes a very laud-
able and commendable interest in the scheme.
He bas high qualifications for judzing such
schemes, and he was very enthus < about
the undertaking: and so was the Premier,
who accompanied his Excellency  and who
has taken a very keen interest in the scheme
for some vears past. For a long period the
Premier ha been responsible for the making
ersaty surveys and caleulations, and
has = > nally visited the district. and
WO OWC & Dersor u deH* of gratitude to him
for the interest he has taken in this scheme.
On 30:h May last the © Daily Mail ”’ pub-
lished a very interesting and appreciatory
report of the Governor’s visit and of the
scheme generally, and a lot of valuable
mfo;rnatlon can be secured from the reporb
in that issue. The public bodie: in Rock-
hampton, including ‘business men of high
standing, issued a pamphlet in which they
outlined the value of the scheme and its
great possibilities so far as the very impor-
tant phases of State policy which T have
mentioned are concerned. Thev have no
doubt there as to the soundness of the
scheme. All those who have made the neces-
sary investigation are highly impressed with
the scheme and its possibilities to the
Central district and the State generally. The
Nathan dam site is a wonderful dam site.
An Opposrrion MeMBER: Did you say it
was a wonderful dam site? (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: As
the Premier said, it was the best dam site
he had seen in his life, and he was not using
profane la,no“uage either. (Laughter.) I
think there is ample justification for the
motion. It is necessary to give authority to
the Government to construct the railway,
which will ultimately lead to the develop-
ment of the scheme I have mentioned. It
is a scheme Which will make available
erormous arcas of land for settlement. which
will cause the population to increass, and
the expenditure will be recouped over and
over again from the added value of Crown

lands. I am certain that the Committen will
never regret giving its approval to the
motion.

Mr. PETERSON (Vormanby): 1 intend
cordially to suppert the rmotion moved by
the Secref'*rv for Railways, whco has not
exaggerated in one detail the magnitude of
the scheme as far as it pertains to the
dammmg of the Dawson River. I have
continually advocated in this Chamber the
advisability  of going in for irrigation
schemes. I realise that in a drought-stricken
country such as Queensland is in some scasons
we should be in a position to meet those
conditions by having scientific control of the
water which now largely runs to waste. I
am no judge as to the cost of the scheme,
but, whatever the ecost may be, it will be
passed on to the settlers whom we wish
to go there. I hope that the Minister will
endeavour to provide that the very best and
up-to-date appliances are used in the con-
struction of this railway, and thus minimise
the high cost which now prevails in connec-
tion with railway construction. Without
reflecting upon the hon. gentleman or the
officers of his department, I think it will be
conceded that we have a great deal to learn
in the direction of expedition in oonnec‘mon
with railway construction. - Whether our rail-

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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way engineers arc provided with up-to-date
appliances or not, I am not in a position
to say. Speaking with regard to some of
the railwars which were constructed in my
electorate, while the engincers and the men
wore good, the methods at their disposal
were mnob of the best. Seeing that the
Minister haz admitted that the cost of the
scheme will practically amount to what the
value of the land will be, that cost will be
handed on to the settlers. I plead with
the Minister to sce. as far as lies in his
power, that the railway shall be constructed
in the wmost (\pvdmou» manner consiséant

with getring the best value for the money
spent. A fowr daL ago I was in the Rannes
district 1 fou“d that, instrad of steam

ploughs being in nse, the pick and shovel
were still in vogue. If you are gzoing to
continue on those iines, you are makmw these
railways an oxpensive problem, and that
will be veflected in the cost of the land.
? beliove in irrigation schemes, and I think
he Government will never regret construct-
m;_r this railway for the purpose of making
hugn irrigation area there. I do not know
hotlier the Minister's optimistic remarks
about i*s being the greatest irrigation scheme
in the world will come true.

The SE(RETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
greatest, 1 said.

Mr. PETERSON : Let it be our objective
to sce that it i constructed in such a
method that it will redound to the credit of
the Government, and give to the settlers
concerned land at the lowest possible price.
In December, 1820, I spoke in this Chamber
on the 1d\1‘;ab1ht§ of going on with the
Dawson Valley project as against the
furnett proposal. The reason why I sup-
ported the Dawson Valley project as against
the Burnet: proposal was because there was
som ‘D(\;h(‘ reason given for irrigation in
the Dawron Valley. It was discovored that
the eatchizent area in the Burnett scheme
was inmsufficient to enable enough water to
be conserved to irrigate the holdings below
the proposed dam, consequently that scheme
faded away as an irrigation project. I
sincerely tope that this scheme in  the

; Valley will not be allowed to fade
: or the same reason, and that it will
not ba found afterwards that there is nothing
in the project. In December, 1920 I spoke
in favour of the Dawson Valley irrigation
scheme and the construction of a railway
there, and my arguments were based on a
Iittle pamphlet iwsued by the Water Supply
Department of Queensland. On pags 11 of
that pamphlet. XMr. Crowley, who was
appointed by the Premier some years ago to
go thoroughly into this matter, not only on
the Dawson but on other rivers nf Queens-
land—and this is the consensus of his o
—makes the following remarks: —

One of the

1

“ DawsoN RIVER SCHEME.

“ A survey was commenced in May,
1920, on this scheme, to date the largest
proposal in Queecnsiand, on which two
survey parties are engaged, one above
and the other below the dam site,
sitnated 30 miles below Taroom by road,
and approximately 50 miles following the
River.

{4 p.m.]

“ The catchment area above the dam
site 15 9,000 square miles, and an averago
snnual run off of 300,000 acre feet would,
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from river gaugings, appear to be
assured. This is sufficient to irrigate
100,000 acres.”

Immediately they
this Chamber,

advocated the scheme in
the first thing the late Trea-
surer, Mr. Fihelly, did was to get some other
engineer to show that Mr. Crowley was
absolutely wrong., He did that in order to
make me look stupid in the eyes of the
people of Queensland in regard to ‘the
Davson Valley. That was why this other
gentleman was brought in, I will take the
two reports to show how contradictory
experts can be. Let us look at the report
issued by Mr. Fihelly when he was Treasurer.
This is what he said about the Dawson
River scheme—

“The estimates of the combination
irrigation and hydro-electric scheme are
valueles being based on an insufficient
water Luty and a run-off from two to
ten times as large as the actual from
vear to year would seem 1o be.”

Mr. Eklund, the late hydraulic enginecr, was
the engineer whom the laie Treasurer got to
report on the matter, and he says that Mr.
Crowley’s report is not justified. I hope Mr.
Eklund is wrong, and 1 trust that Mr.
Crowley is right; but it is time that we
had a discussion on these matters so that
we can scc if the experts arce speaking the
truth, or whether they receive instructions
as to bow they are to report. Mr, Eklund
sars in his report—
“ Mr. Morrison’s

assumption of 30 per
cent. run-off has, since the date of his
observation, been found to be unduly
large. I nught explain that Mr. Morri-
son was the officer who inaugurated
stleam gauging in this department under
Mr. Henderson, and his first figures would
COVEr a very short period. The Murray
River is not comparable with the
Dawson; the former is snow-fed, while
the Dawson River catchment consists
largely of low. sandy tableland. The
erratic  behaviour of the Dawson is
shown by the records of the strean: gauge
t Taroom as follows.”

Then he gives a lot of inforniation about
stream gauging, and goes on—

“ The discharge last July varied from
9 to 7 cubic feet per second and was
certainly mot 30 cubic feet per second,
as stated.

“A’ 250 horse- power. turbine would
require a flow of 54 cubic fLeL per sacond

if worked continuously under full load
for eight hours or 66 per cent. load for
twelve hours, with a working hesd of
20 feet and sufficient storage to give

twenty-four hours’ supply.”
Then he goes on—

“7Y have no hesitation in saying that
the dry season flow is nothing ltke 54
cubic feet per second.”

There vou have the Government Fydra,uhc
Engmoer disputing the figures of Mr. Crow-
ley. We have got to find out which is correct.
1 ‘ask the Minisster to try and give the Com-
mittee that information at a later stage and
let us know which expert is correct. Then
Mr. Eklund goes on—

“ From the history given above, we see
that construction work can be carried on
fron: 1st April to 30th November with
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the possibility of one moderate flood
abeut mid-winter, and records show that
under the proposed scheme there would
be sufficient water to run trc turbines otue
shift for two weeks during 1815, threc
x 1216, two during 15 17. not at all
during 1918, sud for one week during
1919, “without depuxdl.;r on more than
twenty-four hours’ storage.”

Although it is in my own elmtomte I ask
which expert is speaking the trutl "The
time has come when every hon. membm‘
Las a right to question the views of the
experts.  As a layman, I am inclined to
believe that Mr. Lklund’s cviticism of Mr.
Crowley is net correct, 'These who have
lived in the district for a long time, ezpeci-
ally those who have been as far as Cracow,
have assured me that Mr. Crowley’s estimate
is absolutely correct. Consequently, I quite
concur with the Minister in regard to what
he says about the scheme. All the same, I
would like the Minister to let the Committee
kpow  which expert is right. say that
Mr. Fihelly issued that circular in order to
make me look stupid for advocating the
Dawson scheme and to endcavour to get the
scheme turned down. However, I am pleased
to sec that the Premier, after looking at
the reports, used his own judgment and
decided to go on with the Dawson River
scheme, I am satisfied the scheme will be
success, and it will be the cynosure of all
in the Commonwealth, I am sure it
will attract scitlers to this State from all
parts of the Commonwealth., Mr. Eklund, 1
a further criticism of Mr. Crowley, makes
use of this statement—

¢ Before it is pousible to consider a
hydro@lectric moposal from a watershed
of this nature ‘summation curves’ com-
piled from the observation and records
of manr years would have to be made
out.

“The estimate of the cost of the
scheme appears much too low.”

The SECRETABY For Rarways: The informa-
tion you arc looking for is contained in tne
report of the Public Works Commission in
the evidence given by Mr. Shaw,

My, PETERSON : I quite agree with the
hon.,  gentleman; but he cannot get away
fronv the evidence of contradiction between
the two particular cxperts I have referved
to. There is another matter which I am

interesred in in connection with this pro-
posal.  This railway will rerve tc combat
the spread n»f the prickly-pear. Weo have

‘mard members of this Chamber get up and

ay that something s hou d be done towards
stopp“b the p”,ad of the prickly-pear.
There is a lot of rich, arable land which
will be “‘l‘f‘d by this railway, all of very
high guality, particularly for irrigation pur-
poses, and, unless the pear is_arrested at the
carliest posclb e moment, it will greatly inter-
fere with this scheme. If the pear is not
coped with, it will be a great loss to Queens-
land. Cor w(‘qllf\nt]y' if for no othcr reason
than that we shall be able to save to the
State many thousands of acres of land, I
shall support the building of this rulway
I hope the Minister will endeavour to got
the Department of Public Lands to throw
open blocks of land for the men engaged
on the railway construction work. This sug-
gestion was made by the hon, member for
Mount Morgan the other night, and I cordi-
ally concur in his remarks. While the nien

Mr, Peterson.]
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in railway construction
nt fo the railway should be

¢ so that these men can
have their wives nizd families there, If this
is done, they will be able to build up a little
competency for themselves in the shape “of
irrigation farzn if the Minister can do
this, he will be providing arcas for a deserv-
ing class of rkers, At the present time
they are livi in tents. They do not get
the wccommodation huts which private enter-
prise is forced to provide, but have to live in
tents. If thece blocks of land could be set
apart for them, it would be a magnanimous
action on the part of the Government. No
doubt they will have to become members of
the union, but I do not think the union will
object to national development in this way.

are engags
the land adjue
cut up into 51

There is another matter I wish to refer to
in conncction with the report of the Public
Works Clommission. I may tell the Minister
that I am supporting the proposal he is bring-
ing forward, but I have something to zay
about the proposed starting point. We have
had ecvidence submitted to us that the best
starting point is Baralaba. In my opinion,
and in the opinion of old residents, Baralaba
is not the boest s ing point. I submitted a
petition to the 1 ster, and he has courte-
ously replicd to the peaple who forwarded me
the petition. 1 submit that their n}formatmn
is perfectly sound and correct. The route
from Baralaba goes through pear country,
dense brigalow scrub, and inferior country,
as compared with the route from Rannes;
and, no matter what development may take
place at the top of the irrigated area, I
am afraid that, with the heavy rains we get
sometimes, the farms of the unfortunate
settlors will hécome endangered. Conse-
quently, I think it would have been wiser to
start at Rannes. skirt the whole of that
flooded country. and go over what are known
as the chalk ridges, which Mr. McArthur
pointed out in his report as the best route.
That report, which I have here. distinctly
«tated that the route starting at Rannes was
the best, because it went over the best
ecuniry. There is nothirg against the pro-
posal from thst poirt of view, and, further
than that, by taking the railway traifl
through Baralaba, you are inflicting wn extra
24 miles, or thereabouts, of carriage on the
settlers of the irrigation area for the term
of their natnral life.  TFrom Baralaba to
Telusion (reck you are practically skirting
the banks of thé river and making a right
angle of the railwar, with t}}q‘ angle at
Baralaka. 1f a map could be exhibited. hon.
members would sec at once what I am driving
at.

The SECRETHRY FOR RAILWAYS:
WIong. i

report 8

I have had that
analysed and investigated.

My, PETERSON: The hon. member may
have had it analysed, but if he will permit
me to show him on a map what T mean, 1
think that he will agree that I am perfectly
correct At anv rate, my argument Is net
going to alter the scheme. The Government
have decided to go from Baralaba., They say
shat all their experts have recommended that
route. and I am merely showing what Ergi-
neer McArthur said, and I am advocating
that route to save these people 22 miles of
carriage cach way.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramwavs: That route
would handicap the people in the irrigated
area.

[Mr. Peterson.
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Mr. PETERSON : The seitlers in the irri-
gated area will have to go to Baralaba, and
that length of line from Rannes to Baralaba
entails carriage for 22 miles cach way that
cach settler will have to carry for the term of
his natural life.

Mr. StopFORD: You are talking about the
Delusion Creck sestlers. What about all the
pecple in the irrigated area up towards Bara-
luba ?

Mr. PETERSON: I have already ex-
plained before the Public Works Commission
why the railway should not go from there.
The hon. member may be right, but T have
a right to advance my opinion. Even if the
view of the hen. member for Mount Morgan
is correct, it simply means that the settlere
on the lower area will be suited by the Bara-
laba route, whereas the bulk of the settle-
ment, will be from Castle Creck on.

The SECRETARY FOR Rainwavz: Why should
the Moura people have to go to Rannes?

Mr. PETERSON: It 1s shorter for them.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No.

Mr. PETERSON: All I know is that you
are compelling the settlers to travel through
Baralaba to Rannes from now on. However,
it 1s no use labouring the point. I desire to say,
in conelusion, that I hope the Minister will
get on with the railway at the earliest possible
moment, because land settlement is urgently
needed in Queensland, and any land settle-
ment scheme—particularly when served b
water which practically assures it of success—
is worthy of the earnest and sincere support
of every hon, member. Consequently, T have
much pleasure in supporting the proposal.

Mr. STOPFORD (Moust Morgan): The
report of the Public Works Commission has
been available to every member of the House,
and expresses the opinion of every member
who signed it. The hon. member for Nor-
manby, in giving evidence before the Com-
mission—which he had a perfect right to do
as the representative of the district—
cxpressed an opinion based upon a report
which Enginesr MeArthur had made. T
want tha Committee to realise that similar
opinions weuld probably have been expressed
v the other engineers had they considered
the scheme at that time; but in 1915 there
was no talk of any Dawson Valley irrigation
scheme, and the Baralaba line had noi been

ailt. The Burnett scheme had not been
Jaunched at all.  Huogineer McArther, in
making + roport on the data available,

hzsed his cpinion on the fact that by start-
ing the line from Rannes you served an
existing town, Banuna—a factor which every
enginecr and the Public Works Commission
must take into consideration—but since Kngi-
neer MeAr{hiur gave his decision the whole
aspect of the matter has changed. The ques-
tion is no longer merely of local interest as
one to develop pastoral activities. It has
become wortion of a huge national project.
which demands attention from a totally dif-
ferent angle. I have here the map sttached
to the report of the Public Works Commis-
sion. from which hon. members will be able
to sce the part coloured green, which will be
brought under irrigation, and the red line
as recommended by the Commission. That
line will touch the largest part of the area
affected. Under the proposal suggested by
the hon. member for Normanby, the line
would start from Rannes away to the east,
altogether remote from the area of land to
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be brought under Intense cultivation.
Another joint is that the building of the
Rannes-Monto line brings the line suggested
by Mr. McArthur close to the vicinity of a
railway that is under construction to-day.
The report quoted by the hon. member, no
doubt, represented the honest opinion of the
engineer on the data available at the time,
but the Public Work: {ommission were
guided by the evidence of a committee repre-
seuting the Railway Department, the Depart-
ment of Public Lands, and the Water Supply
Department. Mrx. Sexton, in giving evidence,
said, in reply to a question by me, that that
committee unanimously decided in favour of
the Baralaba route. Mr. Amos, whose name
has figured in every report submitted o
Parliament on the question of railway con-
struction for many years past, not only advo-
cated the building of a line from Baralaba,
but definitely stated that, from further infor-
mation obtained since Mr. McArthur made his
report, it is hoped to be able to bring into
the operations of the scheme a large area on
the western bank of the Dawson. These are
matters which had the attention of the
Public Works Commission.  As the Secretary
for Railways stated, under the scheme out-
lined by the hon. member for Normanby we
would need to have a branch line from
Moura to Banana merely to zerve a very old
township which hsz made verv little pro-
2 . and which I think will disappear when
thi: new townships spring into existence as
the scheme comes into operation. I think
any well-advised person who reads the report
will recognise that the (ommission were
guided by the cxperts on this particular
point, and, as it was a matter of national
importance, we did not veck as much local
evidence as we do when varicus routes are
occupying the attention of different sections
of the community immediately ccncerned.
‘On this occasion we had before us the result
of months of inquiry from departmental
officers. T feel sure that, based on the evi-
dence contained in this report, to give henefit
to the greatest number of peopls who will
settle on the laml as the result of this big
scheme, the route tabled should command the
support of every hon. member.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): It is
regrettable that, in days gone by, the port
of Gladstone was not recognised. In the
interests of Central Queensland and of the
settlers there, in the interests of economical
working in every sense, all the railways of
{entral Queensland should converge towards
Gladstere, It has the Dbest harbour in

Queensland, containing plenty of deep water.
Its foreshores are available for the best
factory 3, and 1t 15 splendidly situsted for
the building of a big city. Vet we see it

to-day absolutely neglected—a harbour fitted
by nature for the use of shipping, of which
no use 1s being made. If hon. members look
at the map, they will sce that the railways
of Central Queensland wander all over the
country, instead of concentrating on Glad-
stone. If a railway had been developed from
Gladstone down the Calliope Valley, it would
have served the northern end of the Upper
Burnett, touched upon the Callide Valley
coalfield, run right through the irrigation
area, and then could have shot off south,
gone through Taroom to Miles, or connected
up with Roma. On the north it could have
branched off to Springsure. You would
have had a network of railways converging
ou Gladstone, with the lowest possible mile-
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age and the least expenditure. In every
way 1t would have becn better than the
present system.  Unfortunately, we have to
deal with things as we f{ind them. I} is a
great pity that lines have been built for
political purposes, which have rendered
neeessary a very much greater haulage, and
consequently larger expense for the settlers
in Central Queensland. We have the Rannes
line going into the Burnett. and the exten-
sion of the Baralaba line is to go through
Rockhampton—the port authorities of which
have to charge from 5s. to 6s. per ton on all
produce inward and outward to enable them
to get anywhere near paying their way;
and even with these charges they are unable
to pay interest or redeinption at the presentg
time. They owe the Government something
like £400,000, and it seems to me that they
will never be able to par that back under
present circumnstances, aud the further they
go the greater ave the financial difficulties
which they encounter.

The SecreTarY FOR RaiLways: Walt until
Gladstone commences its big harbour scheme,
and it will require a big loan.

Mr., FLETCHER: Gladstone can charge
1s. per ton harbour dues and wharfage and
pay its way, as against 5s. and 6s. charged
by Rockhampton. So little money has to
be spent because the natural advantages are
so great. What a handicap it is on the
settlers of all these areas to pay those extra
harbour ducs and wharfage. Had some
foresight been displayed in the developing
of the country, a great deal of expenditure
would have been avoided. and everyone
would have been . very much better off. If
you had a line from (alliope down the Cal-
lide Valley into the heart of the irrigation
arca, the distance would be, roughly, 110
miles, Taking the centre of the irrigaticn
arca, from Baralaba to Rockhampton is
approximately 125 miles—a difference 1in
favour of Gladstone of 15 miles, 1f you took
the produce to Port Alma—and undoubtedly
it would have to yo to a port—it would mean
160 miles, or to Gladstone it would represens
a toral of 195 miles. It can be scen what
extra haulage iz necessary by having to take
the produce to Port Alma—16) mile-—instead
of directly into Gladstone—I110 miles

I am not advorating that a line should
be built from Gladstone in place of this one,
but it might be possible. as the scheme
develops, to build the Cazllide Valley line,
or else build a line junctioning between
Tount Morgan and Rockhampton on the
one line, and beiween Bajool and »Rock<
hampton on the other line—cutting off, pos-
sibly, 30 miles. With the settlement of 5,000
settlers in the irrigation area, it is likely
that that expenditure would be justified in
course of fime. There is not the slightest
question that Gladstone is domtino{l to be the
port for Central Queensland. You cannob
hold it back. Nature made it for the use
of shipping. and, with the artificial port
of Rockhampron getting into more trouble
a3 vears go by, what can be more certain
than that Gladstone will be the port in the
future and that the produce from this irriga-
tion arca will go there? It is unfortunate
that produce has to make the elrcuitous route
necessary to-dsy to get to Gladstone.

After studying the report of the Commis-
sioner for Railways on the route to be
traversad by this line, it seems that, if you
can be guided by expert views. Baralaba
is the best route. I followed the argument

Mr. Fletcher.]




1670 Questions.

of the hon. member for Normanby and the
hon. member for Mount Morgan—there is
reason in both their arguments. The line
from Rannes, probably. would be shorter,
but it would not touch the whole of the
irrigation arex; as the hon. member for
B{ount Morgan pointed out, the settlers
close to Baralaba would not have easy access
at all. The advantage of the Baralaba
route is that it traverses the whol> of the
irrigation area.

Mention has been made of flooding. I
have heard from residents of the district
that very great difficulty will be experienced
in cornection with floods; but, according to
reperis of the experts, there will not be any
great danger, except from very heavy floods;
and even then thev think that the country
will be inundated only for a short period.

I am in favour of the irrigation proposal.
Of coursa. it is a vast scheme and will take
a trerzendous let of building up. I do not
prepose to deal with it to-day, because the
P ier intends introducing a Bill which
will enable us to deal fully with that subject.

1 have a distincr objection to passing this
railwayv to-day. for the simple reason that
the irrigation scheme cannot be developed for
come considerable time, -and we have so
many projects on hand. We shall have
directly s great an area available for settie-
ment that I want to know where the settlers
are to come from. We have no hmmigrants
coming into this country; ths policy of the
Government is avowedly against immigra-
tion except in regard to bringing a few boys.

The Premigr: Last vear there were from
Victoria and New South Wales 4,000 arrivals
in excess of departures from Queensland to
those States.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is a natural
increase in pepulation. To settle the vast
areas we are now proposing to develop we
must have an coxtensive lmmigration scheme,
because the natural increase of population
will not be sufficient.

Atr 430 pam.,

The CHAIRM AN ¢ Under the provisions of
nding Order No. 307, and of the Sessional
Order « {ousze on &0th August,
I shall now leave th ¢ and make my
report to the House.

Tlhie House resumed.
The {BaIR

N reported progrews,

The resumption of the Committes was made
an Order of the Dayx for a later bour of the
sitting.

QUESTIONS.

IKRIGATION DPOSSIBILITIES OF BARKER AND
Banavpad CREEKS.

Lir. EDWARDS (Nunango) asked the
Treasurcr—
“In view ¢f the fact that stream
gaugers have on several occasions been

working on Bark r’s Creck and Barambah
Ureek (South Burnett distriet), will he
have a report furnished relative to the
data collected and the possibilities of these
streams for irrigation purposes? ”
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillugoe) replied—
“ A Bill providing for the construction
and management of irrigation works will
shortly be introduced, and, when it

[Bfr. Fletcher.
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becomes law, a Commissioner will he
appointed under the Act, and he will
inguire into all proposals which give

promisr of heing successful irrigation
schenies.”
REMISSION OF RENTS OF AGRICULTURAL AND

CrizING  SerectioNs; PrNaLTYy ror  LATE
PAYMENT OF RENT.

Mr. CCOSTELLO
Prem:

(Tarnarvon) asksd the

“ R
asked by the hon. member for Burnett on
20th July. 1922, relative to the remission
of leasehold vents this year, and to his
remarks on this subject on 12th instant—

forring to his answor to a question

1. How many applications for remis-
sion of rent or for extensicn of time for
payment of rent this year have been

received—{a) agricultural selections;
(h) perpetual lesse sclections; (e}

prickly-pear  selections;  (d) grazing
selections ?

2. Under the above headings—

{(¢) In what number of cases this
vear has extension of time {for payment
of rent been granted?

(h) In whai number of cases has
penal:y for late payment been re-
duced ©

i¢) In what number of cases has
penalty for late paym nt been wholly
remitted ?

(d) What is the total amount of all
such remissions of penalties? ™

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

(hitlagor) repiied—

* An examination of the registers dis-
closes that a considerable number of
applications were reseived for extensions
of time to pay rents and for remissions
or reductions of penalties. All such appli-
cations were given sympathetic considera-
tion, extensions of time being granted for
difierent periods, in some cases up to 8lst
March, 1923, and, when the circumstances
warranted it, the penalties were ecither
reduced or wholly remitted. Many of the
applicants expressed their willingness to
pay the penalties preseribed by law in
the event of the department acceding to
their requests for extension. To give
accurate information. as derailed in the
question, would necessitate a o2 reful
examination of every separatc entry 1n
the registers of selections and of the
incoming letter register, also computations
in each individual case of the amount of
penalty involved. This would occupy the
services of several officers over an
extended period.”

AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM SALES OF FREEHOLL»
1.AND Prior w0 30TH JUnE, 1915

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Scere-
tary for Public Lands—

“1. What amount has been received
during th+ vears ended Z0th June, 1915,
1916, 1917. 1918, 1919, 1920. 1921, and 1822,
rospeetively, as payments for freehold
land sold prior to 30th June, 19157

+ 9. Have the amounts so received been
paid into the consolidated revenue? If
not, to what fund havs such amounts
been paid? ”’
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS  of the Seererary for Public Lands (Flen. J, I
{(Hon. J. Larcombe, K»pp(n",r, in *he absence  Coyne. Warrego), roplind —
i Amount paid into Amount paid
Total Amount B bax " Amount paid into into Public
— receivad. | Consolidated Loan Account. Estate
| Revenue. Improvement
\ ! Fund,
“Year ended 30th June—— 5. d. 1 £ s d. i £ 2 d.
915 212 8 1,178 18 6 21 17 11
1016 .. .. 27 622 18 10 4 15 10
1017 .. . 717 2 i 402 14 1 35 11 4
1918 | 770 mbr 1 .
1919 .. 0 8 492 19 3 -~
1920 .. 16 6 405 18 6 .
1921 .. .. 1% 6 : 273 6 3 |
1822 . .. 2 2 i 552 17 6 |
: v
Total .. .. £120,193 18 10 v £4249 10 O £124870 3 9 \‘ £65 5 7

REFERENDUX OX Baxana Poor.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumbea) asked the Sec-
retary for Agriculture and Stock—
“In reference to the referendum on
the guestion of a compulsory banana
rool—
1. How many ballot-papars were sent
out to the growers?
2. How many were returned?
3. What was the total cost of the
reiore:nd'un including salaries and
allowances of all persons engaged on
thx< work 7”7
The Hon, W. T
in the absence
ture and Stock
replicd—
1. 2,217,
2. 1,165.
& Printing and
2d.: postages, £39 2.
{compiling  roll,
papers, receiving
£25—total, £75 5s.

RGAN SMITH (Mackay,
of the Secretary for Agricul-
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, ? l(“/lvFB’f‘L).

stationery, £8 3s.
2d.: clerical work
despatching  ballot-
and counting same],
ad.”

WorK AN EXPE¥SES OF ORGANISERS UNDFR
Prissry ProbDuczrs’ OROANISATION ACT.

Mr. J. H. (. ROBERTS (Ptttsworth) asked
the Soarctz:r,x for Agviculture and Stock—

«

Ias he made inguiries relative to the
matters dealt with in paragraphs (2) and
(5) of my question of Tth instant, and can
he supply the information required?”

Tre Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (‘[umu 7).

in the absence of the Secretars for Agricul-

ture and Stock (ifon, W. N. Gillies, Eu(ﬁrl my,
replied—

e

he answer to paragraph (2) of the
nt W that Mr. MeAnally attended
al C'ommission in '1()0»10011.” on
,, for which period he had leave
ce from the Council of —xgucuxv
. No payment v made to hun by
Roval Commission. To question (5)
snswer Js that the departmenr‘ has no
official information regarding the circular
in  question. nor has any cost been
ineurred for printing or posting such
private circular.”’

Work  #¥D  REMUNERATION  OF  MEessas,
BMOANALLY AXD PURCELL IN ORGANISING
FOR (COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS (Piltsworth)
asked the Secretary for Agriculture and
Stock—

1. How many local producers’ asso-

ciations have heen formed in the dis
organised under the Council of Agricul-

ture by Mr. II. McAnally?
© 2 What 13 the total number of mem-
hers of such assoclations?

3 Does McAnally’s employment
as an orgauniser exclude him from other
employment 7

4. What amounts have be: an paid to-
1922, to the orgamsers of

.1 2 3,04, 10, 13. 14, and 157
“what prson: were such payments
and for what periods, respec-
What are the aress of thesc dis-

LT,

To
made,
tively?
tricts?
‘5.

and other

Tid Mr. J. Purcell visit Atherton
varts of North Queonsland on
business of the Council of Agricul-
If so. what (a) salary. (b) expenses,
allowances was he paid for that

the
ture?
and {¢)
trip ?
“f. What is the total amount of (a)
salary, (i) cxncuses, and {¢) allowances
nmd to Mr. J. Turcell to date for work
done ‘1\ }nm {or the Council of Agricul-

ture?
The Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (#Mackay),.
in the absence of the Secretary for Agricul-

rare and Stock (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eachaim},
x'epll’(‘d‘

“ The answer to this question is con-

tained in the reply to the honourable

member on the 12th instant.”
Reruxp oF Laxp Tax.
R. RQBI&RT% (Fast Toowoomba}

Treasur

Mr. T.
asked the
“

7, Income Tax Act
(1 9'5) vrovides for deduction of land tax
from tax levied on income from agricul-
tural or grazipg pursuits, will he have a
rd income tax rcturns of

review of land

persons  who woere entitled to  have
c¢laimed suel: land tax deduction from
income tax?

2 Will he. after such a review has
bheen made, make a refund to those who
may have paid land tax which, under
section quoted. they were eatitled to have
claimed as a deduction of income tax?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
"lzit’lu,r/m) replied—--

“1 and 2. I have alrcady replied to
questiang asked 1n respeect to this matter.
Any taxpayer entitled to the deduction,
Tt who has not taken advantage of this
provision of the Act, should apnlv to the
{ommissioner for refund of the tax
overnaid.”

a
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Extensiox oF Cane CuLtivarioN 1N Giv Gix
DisTrICT.
Mr. CATTERMULL {3lusgrave) asked the
Treasurer—

“1. Seeing that a Roval Commission
has been appomtbd to irquire into the
necessity for additional sugar mills, will
he instruct the Commission to inspect and
report on the land at present not under
cane but within a radius of 12 miles of
the existing Gin Gin Mill?

“ 2. In the event of a favourable report
being received as to the suitability of
this land for canegrowing, will be take
steps to provide rail communication, so
that the cane produced may be delivered
to the Gin Gin Mill, and thus keep this
mill fully supplied?”

The TREASURER (IHon.
Chillagoe) replied—

‘1. This matter does nct come within
the scope of the Commission’s inquiries.

2. The question of adeguate cane
supplies for Gin Gin Mill is au old stand-
ing source of anxicty, and has been
receiving consideration for some time
past.”

E. G. Theodore,

ErreeT oX POLITICAL SITUATION OF WiR IN
NEiAR East.
AN (Toowoomba)
usked the Premier—

¥ Ilas the hon. gentleman seen in this
morning s paper w statement that the
Prime Minister of the Commmonwealth,
Mr. Hughes, stated that. if war took

Mr. BRENN

I without
notice,

place in the near Fast, the Nationalist
party would have a better opportunity of

getting back into
election? ™

{Laughter.)
The PREMIER replied—

“Yes, I have seen such a statement.”
{Renewed langhter.)

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fuast Toowoomba),
without notice, asked the Premicr—

ilas the hon. gentleman noticed the
contradiction in the Press this afternoon
of the statement attributed to the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth, Mr.
Hughes, that a war in the near East
would enhance the Nationalist's chances
at the poll, and an admission that it was
a statement of the Melbourne corve-
spondent of the Sydnev ° Iorning
Herald 7 7

'Thc PREMIER replied—

‘1 have not seen that contradiction,
but I take the hon. membar’s assertion to
he correct. It only indicates “hat I have
previously asserted that vou cannot place
anv reliance on the Tory newspapers.”

{Government laughter.)

power at the nuxt

PAPER.
The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed 1 —
Forty-sixth report of the Secretary for
Public Instruction for the vear 1921.

GOVERNMENT MOTOR-CARS.
The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
.Chillagoe) laid on the table a return showing

-the number of motor-cars owned by the State
for the years 1914-1922,

[ASSEMBLY.] Baralala to Castle Creek Railiay.

BARALABA-CASTLE CREEK RAILWAY.
ApprovaL ov Prax, Erc.
RESUMPIION OF COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)

Mr. FLETCIHER (Lort Curiis): One of the
objection: we have to the railway at the pre-
sent time is that no adequate arlanﬁemeﬂt.ﬁ
have been made to provide sufficient settlers
to settle the very large aveas that are avail-
able for «ettlement. If we take the railway
eonstruction works goinf’ on in Queensland
10 day, we find work proceeding at Rannes,

dundubbere, Many Peaks—all in the bppe‘r
Turnett—on the North Coast line, north of
Townsvills, on the line between \1ucka r and
Townsville, on the Murgon to Proston line
and on the Mount Edwards line. Those lin
will cpen up a vory wide traet of country that
has to be settled, and it must appeal to the
Minister that it is economically wrong te have
so many lines proceeding at th» same time
when it is quite appar=nt that s« shall be
unable to settle the arcas along those lines
for many years to come. With regard to this
ilway. nothing can be done until
igation works in the Dawson Valley
are well in hand, and, when the Sccretary for
Railwaxs refrrs to the enhsneed value of that
land. he c¢an only mean the enhanced value
of the land when it is ready for sottlement,
which will not be for some years to come.
In the Upper Burneit there is room for some
thousands of settlers, and to- dav the Govern-

ment ave resuming a vers lavge amoint of
country and paving compensation to the
for ir. It is quite wrong, 1 coutend,

for the Government to do that, because it
would have boen quite sufficient if they had

resumed the land as it was required, instead
of which they pr )an paying beiwecn
£200.000 and -£300,0 compensation, while

it will be some con%lderable time before the
iand is occupied. Interest will have to be
paid on that cxpenditure for compensation,
and it will be @ loss to the community. Some-
thing like that is going on all over the
countrv, and wo are getting into a very bad
financial position. At mewnt it looks all
right on the surface. but in a couple Of ueala
we shall be iacmg an annual intersst bil

of something approzching four ;a;.i aualf
miltions, and there =ill be no adequate
inerease of revenuc for many rearvs to come to
meet that interest bill. There has been a vast
cxpenditure of loan money, and there is no
commensurate return from that expondi
T am not against the building of this line in
due course. when e\(\r\thlvw is ready for 1it,
but I am again=s huilding it now at an expen-
diture of £300,000. when no revenue will
accrae from it for many years to come. I do
not know how we are going to mect our
heavy financial commitments. I contend that
the proper contie to adopr is to concenirate
on the one scheme until it is well on its way
to cormpletion, and then start other schemes.

Th> SEcRETARY FOB RATLwavs: We must
settle our lands.

AMr, FLETCHER: I recoghise that. bub
vou will have a tremendous area which will
bhe available for settlement, and where are
the settlers to come from to take up such

a large area? I am quite in favour of this
scheme at the proper time; but I am against
the expenditure of the money at present,
when no return will come from it for years.
You cannot develop and settle the Upper
Burnett and carry out this 1rr1gat1on scheme
at the same time. Then there land at

N
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Llerizont and North Queensland waiting to bo

settled. T do not know what we are going to
do. Unless the Government attempt to carry

out a big immigration scheme and go in for
settlement on a large scale, we are going to
guet into a guagmire of debt, and we shall not
be able to meet our cbligations. I contend
that it is wicked to think of going on with
this scheme in view of our financial position.
When we have the Burnett scheme well
developed. we shall be able to concentrate
our attention on this irrigation scheme,
The 3inister has enough intelligence to
recognise that it is unwise and unsound ro
go ihead with this work.
The Srcrerary ror Rammways: I do not.

Mr. FLLETCHER: There are several other
schemes developing, and, with such a paucity
of settlers, we cennot settle all the proposed
areas for many years to come.

The SECRETARY FOR RAlLwavs:
new argument,

3r. FLETCHER: You are not taking
any steps to get settlers. The financial obli-
gations will overwhelm us before we can
s¢ttle the land in question.

The Skcrprary ror Raimnwavys: The people
will come when we can give them land for
settlement.

AMr. FLETCHER : Of course they will come
but thevy will not come in sufficient numbers
to soitle these areas, The hon. gentleman
kriows that under our Elections Act anyone
coming to the State can be put on the roll
aftor he has been in the electorate for one
month, and, if he goes to any other part of
+he State, he is kept on the roll for that
electorate. Men from Brisbane and other
places go into railway construction camps
in country electorates, and in many cases it
suits the Government policy to have these
works started in quarters where it helps them
politically,

The SecreTsrY FOR RalLwayvs: That is not
«correct.

At 455 p.m.,

That is a

Tomporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
iz the chair.

My, FTLETCHER: The economic position
is verv unsound, and the Minister must see
it. Why was there such great haste to have
the surveys made and the scheme reported
upon?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
has hcen going on for years.

FLETCHER: It is a good project,
and in course of time it will be completed.
and I am in favour of it; but the Govern-
ment will either have to neglect the Upper
Burnett scheme or the scheme under con-
sideration; they cannot develop both as they
should be developed at one time and meet
our financial obligations.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
twin proposals.

Mr. FLETCHER : They are twin proposals
politically.

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
mically too.

Mr. FLETCHER : Not economically; ther
should be undertaken at different times.
The Government are only concerned about
getting back into power at the next election.
‘The object is to capture the Normanby scat.

The SecRETARY FOR Ralnwavs: No.

The scheme

AT
Mr.

Thev are

And econo-
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Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister’s
Caries Lo conviy
arst he knows
corvect.

The Serrerary rom Rarmmwayvs: No.

My, FLETCHER: Hon. members oppo-
site are selfish.  They desire to remain in
powar, to retain their seats, but they do not
tnck ahesd and consider the welfare of the
people of the country—beocause it is the
poeple and the workers of the country who
will have to pay for this bad management.

The Sgcmerary ror Ramwwavs: The hon.
member for Normaiby is supporting it.

3Ir. FLETCHER: Of course—he cannot
do otherwise; but I say that this scheme
should be deferred until the Government have
the Tpper DBurnett land settlement scheme
well under wav.

The Szcrrrary
selfish,

Mr. FLETCHER : T am not selfish. Fav-
ing started the Upper Burnectt scheme, the
Government cannot desist from it; but ther
can defer the building of this line if they
have any consideration for the people of
the State. We shall probably have to facn
a deficit of £1,600,000 in a couple of years;
and no country can go ahead on those lines.
No power on earth can stop the deprassion
which will be caused in this country through
this unwise expenditure of loan money on
unproductive works. There has been a great
denl of monev spent on unproductive works.
This line in due time will be a good scheme:
but what is going to happen in the mean-
time? The Government should procesd with
the Burnett scheme and make it self-support-
ing bafore they start with this proposal.
That is the curse of politics in this country
to-dav—everyvthing is done for the sake of
sccuring a political advantage. The reason
why the Gladstone Harbour has never been
developed i3 because of the selfishness of
members and others interested in Rockhamp-
ton in refusing to recognise the needs of the
future.  What a great country Central
Queensland would be if we had all the rail-
way lines there converging into Gladstone!
When weo look at the new railways which are
proposed in that arca, ve see the tremendous
disadvantage that we have to labour under
through the neglect of Gladstone. I# is all
due to a desire 0 secure political advantage.
This line should not be supported at the
present time, as it is proposed for one reason
alone—that iz, to defeat the hon. member for
Normanby. The Government do not care a
scrap what the finanecial position will be in a
couple of years.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
highly incorrect statement.

Mr. FLETOHER : It is not. If the hon.
gentleman will give me his definite assur-
ance that he will not build this line for two
years, T will give him my support.

The SgcreErarv FOR RAamnways: You
me to “‘ go slow’?

Mr. FLETCHER: I want the hon. gentle-
man to build one railway at a time. How
are we going to meet our deficits? )

The SECRETARY FOR RalLwavs: By getting
more population and giving them land to
settle on.

Mr. FLETCHER: I say again that_the
financial position of the State is very serious,
and it is going to get more serious as years

Mr. Fletcher.]

g ] denial
1on and his face betrays him,
that what I say is perfectly

FOR Rammwavs: You are

That is a

want
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go on, through the wanton extravagance and
unwise expenditure of public money. This
railway, with others, will eventually pay its
way and be an asset to the State, and by
ingreasing land values 1t is warranted; but
it is wrong to build it now, because this is
not the right time. This line is brought for-
ward for one purpose alone—that is, to win
the Normanby seat. It is a wicked proposal,
and one that should not be supported by the
Committee.
r., CORSER (Burneit): I am very dis-
appointed on listening to the remarks of the
Minister ntroducing this railway
[5 pm.] proposal, because he did not
foreshadow some scheme by which
he intended to setile the Dawson River
area.

The SroreTARY FOR RAILWAYS:
-come under the Irrigation Bill.

Mr. CORSER: Irrigation alone does not

make men go for the land, The hon. gentle-
man should outline his proposal.

That will

The SECrRETARY For Rarmwavs: It will be
outlined in the Irrigation Bill scheme.

Mr. CORSER: It will be outlined in the
scheme until the election is over. It is only
a scheme. What we want is a land settle-
ment policy.

‘'The Brcmrrary ror Ramwavs: You will
have if,

Mr. CORSER: I know we shall have if,

because hon. members opposite will not be
there, and we will carry it out.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
been here for seven years.

Mr. Cowrmng: Did you see the result of
the by-election in connection with the Towns-
ville municipality ?

Mr. CORSER: That was a very small
affair. We have the hon. member for
Townsville sitting on this side. We have
had no scheme outlined by the Minister in
connection with the proposed settlement of
the Dawson Valley land. Instead of calling
it a railway proposal, the bhon. gentleman
should call 1t the ‘° Peterson Hviction Bill.”
It seems strange that the Minister did not
foreshadow any land settlement proposal in
connection with the Dawson Valley., We
have had a scheme established in connection
with the Burnett land, and it looks as if it
is going to be starved for want of settlers
and for want of a policy. The Burnett
system  was established at a cost of
£2,500,000, and here we have a proposal for
another £2,000,000, with no policy whatever
outlined by the Government. The Minister
says that we shall get settlers from the
other States. Surely we are not going to
boast about taking settlers from New
South Wales and Victoria! That may be
all right from a Queensland point of view,
but we must remember that we are Aus-
tralians, and we should help to settle Aus-
tralia; and we can do that by settling our
own lands ourselves and providing people
for ourselves. We should settle our own
lands by going in for a vigorous immigra-
tion poliey. We can do that by bringing
white settlers from the other side of the
world. But we have heard nothing of any
proposal to bring settlers here in connection
with either the Burnett scheme or the Daw-
son scheme, The Government propose o settle
people on the area between Rannes and Mun-
dubbera, and between Monto and Many

[Mr. Fletcher.

We have

[ASSEMBLY.]

COreek Railway.

Peaks. Millions of pounds are being spen
on that scheme, and the Governmgnt pzri.
pushing on with the building of the dif.
ferent railways required. Now they are
introducing anotber railway proposal t0 open
up more lands for settlement.” I say that
we should have the Government policy laid
dewn for us while we are dealing with this
proposal. 'What do we find to-day in con-
nection with some of the settlers in the
Burnett district? We find a number of them
in the Land Court to-day, and they will be
there for the next few weeks. We know that
a lot of these settlers are being ruined ab
the hands of the Crown. They have been
given uobice to quit. It applies to selectors
from Eidsvold to Camboon, and from Cam-
boon to Walcha, A lot of the land in the
Burnett district 1is first-class agricultural
land, and there is & lot of second-class agri-
cultural land. There is also some first-class
grazing land, but the reports furnished by
the Department of Public Lands show that
there is a lot of second-class grazing land.
Why do we want to victimise the people
who have made their homes there? People
have been making their livelihood there, and
we are resuming their land and only award-
ing them a few hundreds of pounds. These
men have put thousands of pounds in work
into their holdings, yet the Crown only pro-
vides them with a few hundreds of pounds
by way of compensation.

Mr. Corrans: You are always sticking up
for the squatters. :

Mr., CORSER: The squatting class thabt
the hon. member refers to consists of indi-
viduals, and I stand bhere to protect them.
They are a section of our people who have
a right to get justice. If the Government
are going to seize their land, then we have
a right to see that they get justice. They
are mostly grazing farmers in that area—
some of them returned soldiers, who bought
their grazing farms at the top of the market.
Yet they have had their selections seized by
the Government. who offer only a few hun-
dreds of pounds’ compensation instead of
thousands.

Mr., COLLINS (Bowen): I rise to a poing
of order. Is the hon. member for Burnett
in order in discussing a matter that is now
before the Land Court?

Mr. CORSER: Action is being taken now
t» secure to the Crown lands that are now
occupied by grazing selectors, although the
(iovernment have no policy whatever for
settling those lands. I know lots of people
i the State who are prepared to tzke up
some of the Burnett land, but the Govern-
ment will not make i available. Vet
to-day we have the Minister introducing a
railway proposal which involves a cost of
£2.000,000.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
this railway proposal

£2,000,000.

Mr. CORSER: The justification for the
railway is the irrigation scheme. It is all
included in the one proposal, and it will
cost £2,000,000. The Minister gave that
information himself in introducing the pro-
posal. T have no objection to the settlement
of those lands. We know quite well that,
when the Government started the Burnett
scheme, they had a proposal to dam the
canyon in the Cania Gorge. They proposed
to dam the waters in Three Moon Creek.
Now théy find that they have not got

Do you say
involves a cost of
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enough money te go on with that proposal.
Why do they not properly develop the Bur-
nett schems before golng on with any other?
I: there any ulterior motive which prevents
the Government from going on with the
Burnett scheme and finishing 15?7 What the
Government should do is to build the rail-
ways into the Burnett district, open up that
country, and let the settlers have the land
ab an early date.

The SECRETARY
doing that.

Mr. CORSER: You are pushing on thse
railway and putting men on the land, but
you have no policy with regard to bringing
people here to settle on the land. Until you
have a solid, sincere immigration policy
these new settlements are going to be a
failure.

The

ror Rammwavs: We are

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Once the

lands are made available we shall get the

settlers.

Mr. CORSER : What is the good of cpening
land for settlement when you have no poliey
to get people here rveady to go on to those
lands? I know Queenslanders who have tried
to get blocks of land in the Upper Burnett,
but they could not do so. Why is that?
We know that the Land Court is reviewing
many blocks now. I know that many hun-
dreds of blocks were designed in 1913, yet
the people who want to take up land there
cannot get a block. The Government ars
resuming a lot of second-class grazing land
before they have got any settlers to go on
those areas. It would be far better to ssttle
the land in different parts and deal properly
with 1t, instead of throwing the whole lot
open in one huge lump. We should go in
for immigration and get settlers from home.
The whole thing wants to bs remodelled
from a non-pelitical point of view, and we
want to get the best men in the State to
handle it. If this railway is wanted, then
it should be constructed. The reports quoted
by the Minister say that it is warranted;
but we want some befter sysbem of control
to enable us to settle people properly on
the land. -

The SecreTaBY ¥FOR RamLways: We are

getting it. We have appointed a Com-
mission.
Mr. CORSER: The Government have

appointed a Commission after they have
carried out a scheme to resume practically
the whole of the holdings in the Burnett
and deprive income taxpayers of their hold-
ings. There is no doubt a very great
amount of good land on the route of this
proposed railway, as on the route of the
other railway; but why not resume for the
present only those areas which are going to
be most beneficial and open up the scrub
lands from which nobody is getting any
revenue to-day, make them payable proposi-
tions, give water to every settler and those
conveniences which we know from experi-
ence a settler wants, give them decent homes
and provide them with wire and stock to
enable them to send away some dairy pro-
duce in the first year instead of having to
wait five or six vears? Why not give them
something more liberal than the Advances
to Settlers Corporation gives them now?
I4 is the desire of most of wus in this
Chamber to give them something bebter.
Why does the Minister not come along with
such a policy and give the best lands to the
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settlers to-day, leaving the lands outside to
come in later—say, in five or six years?

The Szcmersry ror Ranwways: That is the
scheme.

Mr. CORSER: Why are the Government
resuming land with only five years’ lease, 10,
20, and 80 miles from the proposed railway,
and people settled on 5,000 acres, which have
cost with improvements £1,500 to £2,000.
They are sending them out with very few
stock and a glutted market, so that their
stock cannot be sold. Where could they fake
them %0? They open up land at Normanton,
probably as an inducement to those people
to go up there. What inducement is there
for them to go to Normanton?

Mr., Hartey: The Government did not
offer those lands for settlement.

Mr. CORSER: I said that they openad up
land at Normanton probably with the idea

of induging them to go there. The hon.
member cannot twist my words., I say the

whole thing needs looking into., We have a
big policy of railway construction in agricul-
tural districts, and the people who go on to
those lands should have the opportunity %o
make good any loss, and it is up to us to
consider fully this aspect of the case when
similar proposals are before us. I am not
against this railway. I have been successful
in securing something in my district, and I
am not going to say that this line should not
be built simply because it is not in the
Burnett district, If it is warranted, i
should be buils; but I am disappointed that
the Minister did not give some idea of how
the Government are going to settle the
iands. They cannot settle them all with
Queenslanders or Australians. We need a
good immigration policy.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS : When we get
the land available we shall get the people.

Mr. CORSER: Over 1,000 blocks have
been designed since 1913, and, although

the lithographs were actually in the depart-
ment in 1814, to-day, when a man wanis fo
get one of those blocks, he is unable to get it.
Liast week I went and asked if we could not
ibly get one or two blocks and I was
told, **No, Wait until the scheme is com-
nlete. We are going to open the lands
altogether.,” If we have the men, why not
give them the assistance now and not
throw the land open in one big area so
cumbersome that the department will not be
able to bhandle it? Why not put up the
land as business men would put it up? I
say that we should consider how we are
going to. settle this land successfully before
we guthorise the expenditure of another
£2,000,000 on a scheme which the hon, gentle-
mwan cannot sav is going to be a success,
because the Government have not the neces-
sary land settlement policy.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): If settlers
upon some of our lands are going to be
treated similarly to a friend of mine who
has communicated something to me to-day,
I think it would be better, in the interests
of the community, not to encourage settlers
to come to our State at all.

Mr. Corrans: I thought we were dealing
with the Baralaba railway.

Mr. MAXWELL: So we are, but we are

ialking about settling people on our land and
giving them every facility to make good.

Mr. Mazwell.]
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The

hon. mewber must deal with the question
before the Committee.

Mr. MAXWELL: That is what I am pro-
posing to do, but I am going to show that
1t 1s necessary to offer every encouragement
to our people in the form of water conserva-
tion and otherwise to make that settlement
a suceess. I have here information that
some men who had given up professional
careers in the cify to go on the land in the
Central district purchased a windmill and
pumping plant in Rockhampton in July last
for £205 4s. 8d. net, prompt cash on receipt
of invoice. The plant had to be sent to
Yamala, and they were called upon by the
Railway Department immediately to pay
£16 7s, 2d. railage on 3% tons from Rock-
hampton, a distance of 152 miles—which
works out at £4 1l1s. 9d. a ton, I hope that
people settling on the land to be opened up
by this railway will not be treated like that.

Mr. CorLiNg: You would complain next
day about the railways mot paying.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member has
said that on various occasions, but it is
absolutely necessary that every encourage-
ment should be given to the man on the
land, and this is not the way to do it. 1
briug this hefore the notice of the Minister
now, because this is my only opportunity to
do so, and I hope he will go thoroughly into
the matter and search his department and
agk himself whether £4 11s. 9d. per ton is
a fair charge on a man who is trying to
make his living on the land and provide
water for his stock.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 am
afraid that what I said at the beginning of
this «wion is correct—it is most unforranate
" that it is so—that it iz costing this State
millions of pounds in order that the (Govern-
ment may have a chance to get back to power

at the next election. Open threats have
been made against the hon, member for

Normanby, and Government members have
asserted many time that means would be
ouna 1o put men 1n his electorate before
the next election who would outvote the
farming community.

At 520 pom.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Iere we find them
proposing o do that. I am bound to sav
that the Minister is bringing forward this
railbwar at the present time, instead of going
on with the Burnctt scheme, as an absolute
political necesity order to win the
Novmanby electorate. (Government dissent.)
I am only going on the evidence furnished
bv threats whick have been made by
Government members,

The SecrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Vou should
stick to the truth.

3Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is the truth.
Thrpa’(s have been raade over and over again
against the hon. member for Normanby.

In connection with their Burnett scheme
the Government have resumed g good deal of
second-class grazing land, which alreads is
occupied by settlers. )

The CHATRMAN: Order! I hope that
the hon. member is not going to deal with
the resumption of land on this motion.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am dealing with
land settlement along the railway which it is
proposed shall be built. It is madness to
give notice of resumption of second-class land

[Mr. Mazwell.
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which already is occupied, because, even
after the railway is built, there will be no
greater settlement, owing io the fact that the
lands are poor grazing land. They cught to
have been left in occupation until they were
needed.

Mr. PayNE: Have you been over the route?

My, BEBBINGTON: I have been over
the Burnett and Dawson Valley lands a
number of times. Whilst I am not against
this railway being built, I think it should
be held over until we have first settled the
people on the Burnett lands. The principle
on which the Government are working in
regard to land settlement and the building
of railways has been perpetuated from the
policy of past Governments. It is a wrong
principle. The Government ought to take
another plank out of the platform of the
Country party. They tried to take part of
that platform, but they have only made a
mess of it so far, The Department of Public
Lands now receives in revenue something like
£1,500,000. A gocd portion of that should
be devoted to land settlement. It is wrong
to  penalise the country districts to that
awount, and return nothing to them. When

there is an area like this to be resumed for
viilway purposes, and, as the Minister
admits, there are going to be increases in

walues, that land should be taken out of the
hands of the Department of Public Lands
and put into the hands of the board or trust
which will be responsible for making the
works. the extra amount veceived as the
result of increased values being devoted to
liguidating the cost of the works. The whole
cost of the works 1is to be put upon the men
who are going to occupy the lands. The
interest on the cost of irrigation will be
charged against them as a water rate.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope that
the hon. member is not going to discuss
iveigation schemes. The question before the
Committee is the construction of a branch
railway line from Baralaba to Castle Creek.
T hope that the hon. membor will confine

Ls 9 the question.

remar!
ir. BEBBINGTON : The Minister took a
: time explaining that the railway was
neeesssry  to  the irrigation scheme. The
money which will be received from the sale
of land alongside the railway——

Alr. BreENwaw : It will be perpetual lease.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: As long as hon.
‘ 5 oEpesTia wre 1 power 1t miay be,
we will alter that; we will give the
soople the frechold of their land.  (Interrup-
tion.)  The money which the department
actually receives from the sale of land should
be credited to the cost of the works, whether
thev be railway ov irrigation works; but, if
the interest and water rates are run up until

Bis

they are such a burden on the land that the
peeple will not Dbe able to carry it, no
sotifement will take place.

2. MOORE (dubigny): The Minister

should Lave given a great deal more infor-
matinn before asking us to give him a fres
hand i1 building a railway that is going to
cost thix amount of money. We do not know
what the irrigation scheme is going to cost,
or what the water they use will cost the
settlers.  There are large irrigation schemes
in Victoria and New South Wales, and in
some cases the cost per acre has made farm-
ins there unprofitable; and, instead of there
heing an increase in value placed upon the
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land, the value has deereased. In many cases
in Victorvia the value of the land has
docreased owing to the high cost of the
water put on it. In some cases it  has
increased tremendously because previously it
bhad a very low value

My, IIariiny: What is the increase in the
production of the land ?

Mr. MOORE:

gecount also.

That has to be taken into
One thing which has to be
considered is what attractions are offered
to the scttler. Ie will want to know whas
is the cost of putting water on the land, what
the price of the land is, and what he is
likely to produce. If the cost is going fo
exceed the value of that which he will get off
the land, he will not go on it. I think that
the Government have their hands pretty full

if they are going to complete the Burnett
scheme,  FEvery hon. member opposite must

recognise that we have any quantity of land
along our railwass capable of closer settle-
ment which is not being used to the best
advantage. I can call to mind some of the
best land in Queensland between Roma and
Mitchell—beautiful country that can be had
to-day at a lower rate than was paid for it
thirty years ago. It is right on the railway

line,

Mr. PayNE: What can it be used for?

Mr. MOORE: Anything—grazing—wheat-
growing.

Mr. PAYNE:
fall arca there.

Mr. MOORE : I think the rainfall there is
as good as it is in the Burnett.

_ The SBECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is it private
lana?

Mr. MOORE: It is private land. It can
he purchased to-day at a lesser rate than
was paid thirty years ago, with the improve-
ments now given in,

The SECRITARY FOr RAILWAYS:
per acre?

Mr. MOORE: Between £1 and £1 10s. per
acre. There is plenty of it. When you can
got land of such quality, it is an extra-
ordinary thing to go on with a huge develop-
mental policy like this. Railway building
has not reached its lowest cost: it is still
very high. When that cost has to be borne
by the scttlers, we should finish one scheme
at a time, scttie the people on the land, and
sce what number of settlers we are likely to
get. We know that the Burnett scheme has
been well advertisea. A large number of
pecple in the South will be leoking forward
to acquiring blocks of land. In a huge
settlement scheme we want to see what attrac-
tion 38 going to be offercd the settler.

Mr. Hartiey: There may be a big differ-
rrice between the Burnett and Dalby lands,

hut we are dealing with the Dawson Valley
Railway.

You are not within the rain-

How much

[5.80 p.n]

My, MOORE: Tt is a wise policy to deal
with onc scheme firet,

Mr. ¥armiEY: You cannot make anv com-

parison between the Burnett lands and the
Diawson Valley lands in connection with this
matter. The Dawson land is far superior,
and you bave irrigation facilities.

Ir. MOORE: The hon. gentleman seems
to be getting too far forward when talking
about Irrigation facilities, as the scheme has
only just been commmenced. It will take a con-
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siderable time even after the damn is buils
before the land can be irrigated. The
Government have been booming the Burnett
land throughout Australia. Presumably it is
good land; the major portien of it can be
clusced as first-class land.

The TYARY FOR RrILways:
c=sentially an irrigation proposal.

Mr. MOORE: I am talking about building
a railway Into an area where we have no
irrigation proposal. How do we kuow that
there will be sufficient water?

The SpcrermaRy FOR RAlLwaAYS: The work in
connestion with the conservation of water will
go on concurrently with the building of the
railway,

3Ir. MOORIE: Different engineers have
furnwihed different reports. Dufing the past
cight or ten years there has been no great
influx of settlers into Queensland to take
up land-—the tendersy has been rather the
reverse,

Mr. W. Coorer: No.

Mr. MOORE: There are some favoured
districts where the rainfall has been particu-
larly good, and where there is a tendency in
the direction of closer settlement; but there
is a tendency in other districts for people to
got off the land. When we consider the ques-
ticn of a big land settlement scheme, it is
surely common sense to go ahead with one
scheme and finish that and see what success
will be attained, see the number of settlers
that will be attracted, see whether they are
suitable for the work to be carried out, and
whether they have sufiicient capital to carry
on.

Mr. Browxax: Does the hon. member not
think that we should abrorb the unemployed ?

Mr. MOORE: If the Minister’s only idea
is to absorb the unemployed, there are
cheaper methods by which it can be done.

This is

Mr. Brixyax: On reproductive works?
Mr. 3MIOORE: There are projects clozer to
sbane than this,

. Brexxax: Wheat are they?

Mr. MOORE:
schere.

. Rannnan: Why not go on with them

The Mount Edwards irriga-

¢. MOORE: What is the use of doing
that if you have not the settlers to ge¢ on the
land:

My, ITarTeEY: What has the hon. member
got against this railway?

AMr. MOURE : The scheme is absolutely in
the air. There has been sufficient propaganda
put forward by the Government to have
attracted hundreds of settlers to Queensland.

The SECR#TARY FOR RAILWAYS:
besn no big scheme like this,

Mr. MOORT : It is not a question of a big
me. It is a question of the attractive
nature of the country and market advantages.
There wag no big scheme eighteen or twenty
vears ago when there was such an influx of
settlers from the South. People came here
beeause the settlement conditions were attrac-
tive, and then they wrote and advised their
friends to come too.

Mr. BrexnNaN: Do you know that this
scheme is bigger than the Burrinjuck scheme?

Mr. Moore.]

There has
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ar. MOORE:
five times as big.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you not
vote the money on the Hstimates for this
line ?

Mr. MOORE: That does not matter. This
schene should be held over until the Burnett
one is commpleted.

The SecRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Why did you
vote the money on the Estimates?

Mr. MOORE : Money is often voted on the
Hstimates, and then it is deemed inadvisable
to use it.

Mr. HARTLEY :
be completed ?

Mr. MOORE, The Burnett scheme.

Mr. Iiarmiry: You believe the
scheme should be carried out first?

Mr. MOORE: The Government
first on that scheme.

Mr. Harroey: The Burnett scheme is only
a land settlement scheme. This is an irriga-
tion and land settlement scheme,

Myr. MOORE: The Government should
know what they will have to charge settlers
per acrs for water.

Mr. Brexnay: If we were defeated to-
morrow, would you go on with the Dawson
Valley scheme?

Mr. MOORYE : We would not go on until
wn had completed settlement alongside the
present lines in order tu ascertain what
settlers would come here. You cannot go
on with five or six different things together.

Mr. Hartiey: Your Government passed
twelve railwews by means of the “gag™ in a
couple of nights involving an expenditure of

£10,000,000.

Mr. MOORE : That was a general scheme
for the settlement of the whole of Queens-
land. If that scheme had been carried out,
it would probably have been better for the
whole of Qucensland; but, unfortunately,
different Governments come in and upset
these schemes. We should not go on with
this scheme when there is the present limited
demand for land.

rMr. W. CooprR:
demand for land.

Mr. MOORE: There may be an unlimited
demand for small grazing areas in the en-
tral West, but there is a limited demand for
land for farming and agricultural purpeses.
There is any amount of land available at the
present time.

Mr. Brenvav: Where?

Mr. MIO0RE: In all parts of the State.

Mr. Brexxan: Freehold land belonging to
the banks?

Mr. MOOCRE:
fand.

Mr. W. Coorer: With no railways leading
to it.

Mz
ways.

Mr. SToPFORD: Was it not your policy that
railways should precede settlement?

Mr. MOORE: Yes; but I did not say that
you should start building reilways all over
Queensland before you know what settlement
will come here.

[8r, Moore.

It does not matter if it is

What other scheme zhould

Burnett

started

There is no limited

There is plenty of other

MOORE : It is quite close to the rail-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Creck Railuway.

Mr. SrorrorD: Some time ago the hon.
member stated that we should go on and
build the dam and afterwards build the
railway.

3Ir. MCORY: 1 never mentioned that at
all. I am saying that it is inadvisable to go
on with this schemoe until we ser what success
attends the Burnett scheme. We know that
there 1s pleuty of good land in the Burnett
district.  We should not have two half-
finished schemes. There is a lot of
land alongside the railways to-day. If the
Government c¢an show that they have a
guarantee that a certain number of settlers
will come here and %ettle on the land, then
T eay go ahead by all means,

The Secrerany ror Ratnways: We will geb
the settlers once we make the land available.
#. MOORE: Other States in Australia
have said that., We know the trouble there is
i Western  Australia to get a sufficient
nuber of settlers to go in for farming.
¥oR Rarmwars: They have

vacanb

Tlis SECRETARY
no seheme.

Mir., MOORLE: Their scheme was approved
of bs the Commonwealth Government.

AT, Brexvax: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are looking for more war,

FHon. AW. TForeaNy Smrta: The Western
Australian  Government have no  definite
schee like we have.  Thev have no land
available like we have.

Ay, MOGRE: T am pointing out that the
country 1s not in a position to finances such a
big undertaking, and I do not think there
are enough settlers wvailable with suflicient
capital to go on to the land and work it as
it should be worked. We should go on with
the Burnett scheme first.

Hon. W. Forcan Smite: Is it not befter
tn have land awaiting settlers rather than
have scttlers awaiting land?

Me. MOORE: We do not want to build a
ilway and thon wait indefinitely for sottlers.

tlon. W. Fomreax Sarri: The policy of
vour party was to put people on the land
under the promise of a railway, which never

AR

eve

It was not our policy o
prois: raiifway and then build it some-
where ol I admit tha: certain promises
havs not besn carried out in connection with
railways: but that does not justify the Govern-
ment in building this propesed railway unless
it can he shown that they will get sufficient
setifors fo make 1t a success.
i . Foreax Suirr: In some of your
vou say we are doing nothing to
and then, when we put
forward a definite scheme, rou oppose it.

Mr. MOORE: T do not call this a definite
s heme for settlement. We want to know
ewuctly what it is going {o cost the settlers
who ge on the land. If you have sufficient
settiers coming to Queensland to take up
land in the Burnett, you know exactly the
position vou are in, and whether it will be.
wise to go on with the Dawson Valley scheme.
But to go on with two schemes at the same
time, when we know there is only a limited
number of people of the right kind available
for this class of settlement, is a mistake, and
the Government would be wise to hold the
scheme over uantil they give the Committee

<
wop
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further iwformation. The Minister mey have
the information as to what this irrigation
scheme is going to cost.

The SECRETARY roR RAILWAYS : T said
id cost approximately £2,000,00C.
Pownys Would it not be beotter to
co this scheme than to finance another

that it

. MOORE: I am
Government  should
hefore going on with
know
R

suggesting that the
complete one scheme
another. IHon. members
perficily well what has been going on
wl during the last few years, and

the amount of settlement th
e place. They know the number of
inguirics that have been recsived in the
'x"audb Jepartment: they know there is any

amount of land available alongside railwagys
slicady constructed; and they know, too.
that in many cases freehold land can be pur-
chased for the cost of the improvements,
That shows that there is not much demand
for land for closer settlement, and, unless
there is a demand for it, it is a mistaken
policy to build two lines "ot ratlway at the
one time for the same class of settlement.

Mr. HARTLEY :
seitlement.

It is not the same class of

MMr. MOORE: It is the same class of settle-
snent until the irrigation scheme is in cpers-
tion and we know exactly what it is going
te cost. Further, according to the reports
we sce in the Press, it is not absolutelv cer-
tain that there is sufficient Wa\“er avallab]e
m irrigate the area required. Then there is

he question of the soil. In Victoria, where
*hore are the most successful nrwatlon settle-
wments in Australia, they have a clayey subsoil,
which cnables them to put on 2 inches or

7; mches of water, which is quizs sufficient.
In many places on the Downs, if you tried to
irrigate, vou would have to put on 20 inches

of wn‘er owing to the porous nature of the
subsoil.

HantLey : This scheme provides for
1g on feet—not inches.

Mr. MOORE: In Victoria they provided
for feet in the same way, but it i1s a matter
that requires a great deal of expert know-
ledse,  Bofore we are asked to consent to
the construction of a railway for an irrigation
settlement, we should have more information
given to us, so that we shall know exactly
where we stand. It is no good starting a
sottlement scheme and expecting seftlers to
ceome bore unless they know the conditions.
After all. the nature ‘of the subsoil is a very
vital qguestion in connection with all irriga-
tion settlements. I do not know whether
hon. members opposite have had very much
experience of lrrigation,

Yes.

MOORTE: I have lived on an irrigition
1ent in Vicroria. and I have also tried
igation on the Downs, which 1 found was
a very different proposition. In Vicioria
there was 2 tremendous amount of waste and
!o <« incurred before they got an expert from
%me jca, Mr. Elwood Mead. People can
make just as many mistakes in irrigating as
if ther had no water at all, and it takes a
great deal of expert knowledge to ensure
sugeess.

Hen. W. Foreax SurtH: Defective channel-
ling was one cause of the loss.

[15 Sgpx
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Mr. MOORE: Defective chdnnellmn was
cne, but that was

one o; the smallest faults
it to kn whether the class of sui
R N wutubln for irrigation.

Hon, \V Forgan Suiim:
a lor of ‘.zor“at mattors
connction with iv gation.
LIOORE : The Minister s
{13 lot of important matters to consider,
and before considering those matters the
G(:.Ol:hh\‘nt ask us to consent to the building

There sve 2
to c0n~1dor in

s there are

¢ald in connec-
they will Le con-

Mr. MOORE:
these things is before you
consent to the building of a

-

*ime to considsr
Parliament to
railway.

The bell indicated that the hon. member
had exhausied the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): It is certainly
surprising to uote the littleness of hon, mem-
bers opposite in their c¢riticism in connection

The proper

with the building of this Baralaba-Castle
Creek Railway. Hon., members opposite
do not seemn to undervstand that the main

object of this line is that a big irrigation
scheme can be started and that the railway
will have two duties—one io carry material
and workmen for the building of the big
dam in

connection  with  the irrigation
scheme
Mr. Frrrcuzi: This does not go near the

ig dam.

Mr. HARTLEY : I am not going to advo-
cate what the hon. member a,(J"ocatod the
building of the line into the dam—because
that is what he did advocair—so that after
we built the dam the railway and stations
would be about 30 {cet under water. I am
going to deal afterwards with what the hon.
momber seid, besause he said something that
was cven sillior than any of the many other

silly things I have heard him say in_this
Chasber. The other duty of the line will be
to carry the produce from the irrigation area
down to the nearest deep-sea port on the
QI'(‘(‘H‘ldl’fl coast.  Of course, I know that
what is hurting the hon. member for Port
« mfm is that the railway will not bring that
produce to Giadstore. The nolicy of thie
Government is to serve the hinterland of each
port and give that hinterland access to the
nearcst deen-water port.

My, Frercngr: This is the direct hinterland
of Glaidstone.
nv. HARTLEY : dare say you stood

on your head it would be. That is the way

the bon. zeutleman generally looks at things
—upside “down. The hon. member for
Auhbigny seen:s to have some apprehension as

tn whether the amount of water will be
available for irrigation purposes to make this
linc a success, Any man who has ever been
in the C'entral district and has scen the
Fitzroy River in flood would never have one
moment’s hesitation in saying that there 18
plenty of water, because in one flood season
onough water comes down to provide 1rr1ga-
tion for the next two or three years, if 1t
was consaerved., In the disastrous flood of
1918, below Rockhampton from the foot of
the Berserker Range right across to the foot-
hills of the Croecodile Range—a distance of

Mr. Hartley.]
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about 10 miles—was covered with flood I want to compare that first with the Nathan

water to a depth of about 30 ft. It gives
some idea of the tremendous quautity of
water which comes down the Fitzroy River
in flood time. With an example like that,
shere can be no apprehension feli as io the
quantity of water being available to serve
the purposes for which this railwax is to be
vuile,  With regard to the hon. member’s
contention that there is no big influx of
mmigrants, or no evidence of people flocking
in droves to Queensland to take up land,
we are unable to provide certain clisses of
land in Queensland for the great number of
men who are applying for it. The hon.
member’s contention that we should start a
big immigration scheme and bring a large
number of people here to go on the land
before we have made laud available for
them is absurd. What is the use of bringing
a number of immigrants to the Dawson
Valley if there are no facilities in the way
of water, and also a railway on which to
send their produce? The object of choosing
this route 1s two-fold—to give the cheapest
route for the railway, and provide cheap
carriage for the material required for the
irrigation dam to sorve the people who settle
on the irrigation area. For this reason, the
route up the Dawson Valley to Castle Creek,
where the first irrigation project will be put
into force, has been chosen. From the reports
of the different hydraulic engineers from
Castle Creek it will probably be a matter of
transport by the waterway of the Dawson
River itself. It would be absurd to suggest
that the railway line should go further on,
because all the rest of the area is land that
will be required for irrigation purposes, and
some of it will be inundated at certain times.
The route to Castle Creek is the chortest,
most practicable, and the cheapest route avail-
able. With regard to the guantity of water
which is to be conserved by the dam, hon.
members would do wcll to study the figures
given in the table in the report in connection
with this railway, and to realise that they
are offered the opportunity of building a
line which will serve the biggest irrigation
scheme in Australia.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And it may be the most
expensive.

Mr. Corrixs: It is too big for you with
your small mind.

Mr. HARTLEY : Even if it is the most
expensive, it may be the most profitable
irrigation scheme in Australia, In view of
the evidence in connection with the Dawson
Valler, and the big factor it is going to be
in supplying the cotton requirements of
England and the Dominions, T think we are
justified in assuming that the line will be a
success. I wish to quote some figures with
regard to the Nathan dam. in order that thev
mayr get into “ Hansard” and so that the
people generally will know what we are
asked to do. The report of the Public
Works Commission says—

““The size of dam, when considered in
relation to storage, compares favourably
with other large schemes, as the follow-
ing table will indicate—"

I am not going to quote the figures in the
order in which they are given in the table.
I am going to take the largest dam first—

“ Klephant Butte, Rio Grande River,
North America, storage capacity. 2,500,000
acre feet, and crest length 1,200 feet.”

[Mr. Hartley.

Is
dam—
* Nathan, Dawson River, Queensland,
storage capacity 1,300,000 acre fect, and
crest length 655 feet.”

From the comparison of the crest length of
the dam it will be seen that there ix not
much chance of its being the most expensive
in that respect. The next dam quoted is—
“Assouan, Nile River, Bgypt, storage
capacity 1,800,000 acre fect, and crest
length 6,400 feet.”

The next in regard to storage capacity is the
Nathan dam on the Dawson River, to which
we are now being asked to authorise this rail-
way. That has a storage capacity, as I have
said, of 1,800,000 acre feet and a crest length
of only 655 feet. Certainly, the height of the
dam walls is greater than those of the
Assouan dam, but it 1s 120 feet lower than
those of the big dam at Elephant Butte
on the Rio Grande River in North America.
Taking it all round, I think the evidence
given 1n the report proves that the Dawgon
Valley irrigation dam is a very feasible pro-
ject, and the estimates show that there is
no need for apprehension with regard to the
quantity of water available or the cost to
those who require it.

There is just one word I want to say in
reply to the hon. member for Port Curtis.
The hon. member secemed to oppose this pro-
posal because 1t did not coincide with his
ideas &s to where the railway should be
built from. He said that he was of opinion
that the line should be built from Calliope,
as by doing so it would save a distunce of
something like 25 miles.

Mr. FrLercHER: That was if the line had
been built from Calliope in the first place—
I do not advocate it now.

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member is
opposing this scheme because it does not go
from Calliope, and he said that the
line should be built from Gladstone to
Taroom, and frony Tarcom down to Juandah
and NMiles, Will the hon. member tell me
what advantage that would be to the settle-
ment of the Dawson Valley?

Mr. Frercurr: Because it would only have
110 miles to get to the nearest port, whereas
under this scheme it will have 160 miles.

Mr. HARTLEY : It would only have 110
miles to go from Gladstone to Taroom, but
that is as the crow flies.  If the crow walked
and pushed a wheel-barrow, it would have to
go 200 miles round because of the rugged
nature of the country which would have to
be passed through. If the line went in that
direction, it would come on to the irrigation
area at a right angle. People would have
to come from 30 miles away on the lower
side of the river, and on the other side of
the river people would have to bring their
producs in by road or by light tramways a
similar distance, and that would increase the
cost,

Mr. FLercHER : You could have an off -shoot
from the railway.

Mr. HARTLEY : Not only does the hon.
member want a trunk line, but he would
want several branch lines in connection with
the route that he suggests, whereas by build-
ing the line by the route now proposed we go
up the valley of the Dawson River and are
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right in touch with the land that will be used
for scttlement and with the terminus abut-
iing on the big irrigation area. The conten-
tion of the hon. member for Port
{7 p.m.] Curtis is that, having failed to
build the line from Gladstone to
Taroom, and then down to Juandah and
Miles, the next best proposition would have
been to go from Gladstone to the Callide
Junction, and thence to the centre of the irri-
gation area. The hon. gentleman suggeste
a herring-bone systom of railway construc
tion. The main reason why he suggested that
was that they could get to Gladstone in 125
miles. 1 want to point out that the big objec-
tion is, as the hon. gentleman admitted earlier
by interjection, that it would hit about the
middle of the belt of country proposzed to be
sorved and settled as an irrigation area. It
would also involve an additional railway
system, or what I might call a herring-
bone system of branch lines up and down the
river either way for a distance of, I should
say, 20 miles either way. Even then some of
the settlers would be far removed from the
railway in some instances. We all know that
settlers are greatly handicapped when they
are removed long distances from railway com-
munication. Under the present proposal, up
the valley of the river, just above the edge of
the highest flood-level so far as is known,
the line will run along what is practically the
boundary of the area intended to be settled.
In no instance in the preposal outlined to-day
will any arca of irrigable land be more
than 6 or 7 miles from the railway. That is
a big consideration to men scttling on the
land. The hon. member for Port Curtis
contends that the railway should go from
Gladstone to Callide Junction, so that the
produce could go to Gladstone.

The hon. member gave some distances as
showing the added handicap it will be to
producers in this district by following the
route proposed. 1 .do not agree with the hon.
gentleman’s figures, because I have looked un
the distances 1n the railway timetable. He
gave the distance to Gladstone from Castle
Creek as 190 miles, but I make it 215 miles,
and I think my figures are correct. The
shortest route to Castle Creek is the present
route to Rockhampton, which means 142
miles of carriage. I think the producers in
the country are satisfied when they can get
their produce carried to a main centre of
population which is also a distributing centre.
Their market will be in Rockhampton. To
take their produce to (Gladstone, an extra
69 miles, would be absolutely absurd. If
they want to get to a deep-water port direct,
a shorter route would be to Broadmount. I
rotice that the hon. member did not men-
tion Broadmount, but the distance to that
port from Castle Creclt would he 162 miles,
as apposaal to 215 miles to Gladstone. I
think those figures speak for themselves, and
will convince the Committee that there is
nothing in the hon. member’s argument in
favour of the route of 110 miles, via Callide
Junction.  And this most important fact must
al=o be borre in mind—that the country, or
a great portion of the country, on the route
he proposes the railway should take, is very
ragged and mountainous, and it would be
very costly to build a line through some of
those ranges to connect these lands with
Gladstone.

1 fail to see any reason why we should
wait two ycars, as the hon. member con-
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tends, or why there should be any waiting
at all. There is no use in waiting, as he
and the hon. member for Aubigny said, to
sce how we get on with the Burnett scheme.
The two are absolutely separate and dif-
ferent. The Burnett scheme cannot be
cempared with the Dawson. The one is a
purely land settlement schemin, whilst the
other is a scheme of land settlement by pro-
viding irrigation facilities, and no cémpari-
son can be made on account of the difference
ip the quality of the land and the area that
will be served in each casc.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to
say that the attitude of hon. members on
this side of the Housc is not that they are
opposed to the construction either of the
railway or of the irrigation or water con-
servation works. Both are necessary if we
are going to develop the State as we desire
it to be developed. The magnitude of this
proposal doecs not frighten me in any way.
In fact, if the information in this report
is by any means correct—and most likely it
is—it is going to assist the settlement of
quite a number of persons in the Dawson
Valley. I have not had the pleasare of
visiting that part of Queensland, but all the
evidence that we have had in this Chamber
from time to time goes to prove that it has
tremendous possibilities. But the question
we have to ask ourselves is: “Is this a suit-
able time to go on with these operations?”’
Hon. members know perfectly well that we
have lost a tremendous amount of money
on the railways during the last seven years,
and that, if the Estimates which we were
censidering just a short time ago prove to
be anywhere near correct, there will be a
farther loss by 30th June next of at least
£1,250,000. Is it sensible for us to go on
in the way we are following at the present
time, when we know very well that the land
along the existing railway Jines has not
been opened up as we would like? I do not
think we should load ourselves with any
unnecessary railway construction unless we
are satisfied that, if it is not going to pay,
it is going to come within reasonable distance
of paying, We have information that this
railway 1s not going to pay for a consider-
able time, although I think that eventually
there will come a time when the railway,
in conjunction with the irrigation scheme,
will pay. How we are going to finance the
two things, in conjunction with the other
big railway works which we have in the
Burnett area, I do not know. We have had
tremendous losseés on our railways for some
vears, and the Government should devote
themselves to seeing whether it is not pos-
sible to stop those losses, and whether some
system cannot be devised by which settle-
ment will be promoted. It scems to me
that the only way in which we can malke
the existing lines of railway pay is by
promoting settlement along the lines we
already have. We have a tremendous mile-
age from one end of the State to the other.
We on this side are not opposed to water
conservation and irrigation. By reason of
our not having had such schemes in years
gone by we have lost millions of pounds.
I is unfortunate that years ago water con-
servation was not taken up to a greater
extent, and that areas which could have
been irrigated and provided with water were
not so provided. I believe that the expendi-
ture involved in water conservation will

Mr. Taylor.)
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come back to the State every time. It is a
lamentable thing that, when we get a few
raonths of dry weather, we shonld suffer
to the extent we do. Hon, members on both
sides are here to advoecate and assist in
every way possible the promotion of settle-
ment, the construction of railways, and
water conservation and irrigation.” Those
things are absolutely necessary if we want
to see the State develop. But I hold that it
is not developing our State to go on losing
anything up to £1.500,000 or £1.750,000 on
our existing lines of railway. We see what
has happened in Victoria since the present
Commissioner ha: taken charge. Hec has
not been in charge very long. He is a
Victorian-born man who went to America,
gained certain experience, and was brought
out by the present Vietorian Government.
For the year which has just ended, we are
informed, the loss on the Victorian railways
has been only £19,000.

The SrcRETARY ¥OR RalLwavs: Decause, he
says, of the increased fares and freights.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is nc doubt that
he has deone something in that direction.
Are we to go on in the same way in which
we have been going—paying out of the
consolidated revenue whatever is lost, thus
making the general taxpayers bear the
burden ?

The SECRETARY FOr RAILWAYS: Why should
they not help to develop the country?

Mr. TAYLOR : I do not call that develop-
ing the country. Development should take
place along the existing lines of railway.

The SrccrETaRY rFor Ralinways: If  you
increase fares and freights, you are going to
handicap development.

Mr. TAYLOR : If the Government tried to
see how far they could further develop areas
of land suitable for agriculture and closer
settlement along existing lines of railway,
probably they would find that they would
not have to raise fares and freights. From
the increased traffic they would raise sufficient
revenue to prevent the enormous losses which
we have been having for some years.

Mr. HFIARTLEY: It would he all right if you
could resume land at a decent figure; but
you know that you cannot.

Mr. TAYLOR : T think that over the whole
of the existing lines we should be able to
resume at a rate which would pay the
Government and encourage settlerfient.

I am prepared to accept the recommenda-
tions of those men who should krow regard-
ing the proposed route of this line. It is not
@ bit of use having men who, we claim,
have special knowledge with regard to what
is the most suitable route fov the construction
of a railway if we are not going to accept
tlie reports which they present. I have
sufficient confidence in the men who have
prepared this report to believe that the route
they recommend is the best route for the
construction of this particular line of railway.
But I think we are on scund ground in our
opposition to going on with this scheme at
the present time. Whether this railway is
constructed or not, tremendous expansion will
take place in the cotton-growing industry in
this particular arca. The arvea under cotton
is going to be probably doubled or trebled,
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or probably increased tc an even creater
extent,. -

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYE:
will help in that direction.

Mr. TAYLOR: Probably it will. Tt has
bean proved heyond a shadow of a doubt that
we can produce cotton and thas we can pro-
duce it at a geod margin of profit while
present values are maintained, and probably
we shall be able to produce it at a less cost
than at the present time. The whole scheme
should be very carcfully cousidered by thiz
Chamber. While I believe in the construction
of railways and in watcr conservation schemes,
1 say we should hesitate before going on with
such a scheme as this, and we should devote
cur energies and abilitics to sce if we can
increase our rural population along the
existing railvays, .

My. W. COOPER (Rosciwood): T have
listened to hon. members oppusile talking up
the stand that it is not nccessary to consiruct
this particular line. One rcason advanced is
because it would go through the Normanby
electorate so that the Government might have
an opportunity of defeating the hon. member
for Normanby because there would he a
number of workmen engaged on this line. I
do not think there is really any necessity for
the Government to construct a railway line to
defeat the hon. member, because at the last
cleetion the hon. member was returned to this
House as a Labour representative by a
majority of about 500. T think that majority
is still there for any Labour candidate who
may oppose the hon. member. IHon. members
opposite, particularly the Country party,
have always claimed that they are the friends
of the man on the land.

Mr. J. JoxES: So we are.

Mr. W. COOPER: They have always
advocated the poliey of raliways preceding
settlement, yet w+ find them opposing the con-
struetion of this railway {or political purposes.
They also charged this Government with con-
structing the railway for political purposes.
We can remember men particularly versed in
the tactics used by hon. memb-rs opposite,
who in the past have passed railway construc-
tion schemes without any intention at all of
carrving them out. The first inquiry that
an intending settler makes iz whether there
are any railway facilities to enabls him to
bring his produce to market. There are dis-
tricts in Queensland to-day which are
languishing for the want of railwaye. 1 can
refer to instances where Governments possess-
ing views similar to thosa possessed by hon.
members  opposite—reactionary  views—have
adopted railwar construction schemes with-
out any intention of carrying them out. At
that thev were zdopted there were
hundreds more sctilers in that particular dis-
trict than there are to-day, bceause the
unfortunate settlers went there many years
2¢0 1o take up lond, following on a promise
made by previous Governments to construct
a rai v to that district, but that railway has
rever been constructed. T am referring to
the Lanefield-Rosevale railway.

My, Bruxxan: Whose clectorate 1s that in?

Mr. W. COOPER: It is in the clectorate
of the hon. member for Lockyer. Those men
have been treated shabbily in the past, and
they have not been given the facilities that
they should have been given to get their
produce to market; and their sons have
found that it was not possible for them to

This vanway
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make a reasonable living because they had
tn cart their produce too far. This Baralaba-
Castle Creek Railway will bring about closer
settlement, and hon members opposite incline
to the belief that we shall not have in
Queensland sufficient settlers to malke this
line a payable proposition, and they say they
want it deferred for two years. If that land
is settled within five years, the Government
will be amply justified in carrying out the
proposal we have before us, bec I am
satisfied that, unless we build railways to
enable settlers to get their produce to market
within a reasonable time, there is no hope of
inducing people to settle on the land. The
people in my clectorate—which is one of the
closest settled districts in Queenzland—took
up land under the most adverse conditions.
It wes scrub land, and I notice that the
friends of hon. members opposite have never
taken up that class of Jand; they were always
prepared to take up land on the rolling
downs, where there was no hard work to do.
In my electorate we havs farmers who have
not more than 100 acres, and they have
reared large families, some of them having
up to eight and even ten sons.

Mr. CorLiNs: That is where we will get
sett)]ers from. Go and do likewise, (Laugh-
ter.

Mr. W, COOPER: I am afraid hon. mem-
bers cpposite have not the vitality. (Laugh-
ter.) 'Those sons desire to go on the land,
but there is no place for them except away
back from a railway, and it is necessary to
construct lines such as the Baralaba-Castle
Cresk Railway, which is purely an agricul-
taral line, if we arc going to develop
Queensland. We have to offer some induce-
ment for these men to go on the land; and,
if we do not do that, we shall do exactly
what hon. members opposite have done in
the past—that is, retard progress so far as
land settloment is concerned. The Federal
Government have instituted & scheme for
bringing hundreds—ther say thousands—of
immigrants to Australia. There is not a
particle of use in bringing out immigrants
unless we provide the means by which they
can scttle on the land and have a reasonable
opportunity of making a decent living. We
have just embarked upon the cotton industry,
and I understand from the reports that the
land in the Dawson Valley is suitable for
cotton; and, unless we provide facilities for
getting the cotton to market, we cannot
expect men to take up that land for the
purpose of growing cotton. If we do not
construct this line, we cannot he called any-
thing clse but a retrogressive party, and, if
there is one thing this party cannot be
charged with, it is retrogression. I have
been practically all over Australia, and I
find that the States whose Governments have
censtructed railways for the purpose of pro-
moting land settlement are the most pro-
gressive States. Queensland has built more
miles of railway than any other State in the
Commonwealth, and I say without fear of
contradiction that Queensland to-day, despife
what hon. members opposite may say, is the
most progressive State in Australia in the
matter of railway construction and in the
matter of land settlement, and particularly
agricultural settlement. T hope that the
Government will be firm in their determina-
tion to carry out the programme of railway
construction which they have introduced.

Mr. J. Joxes: We shall have to charge
them with repudiation yet.
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1Ir. W, COOPER : There is no doubt that,
if we do not build this line, you may charge
us with repudiation. It ill becomes the hon.
member to sar anything about repudiation.
Hon. members opposite can be charged with
vepudiation, because on every occasion when
an clection was looming in sight they went
out and told the eluctors they were going
to construct certain railways, but when they
were returned to power they repudiated
every promise they made. We on this side
have promised nothing that we have not
carried out. I hope that this railway will
be constructed as early as possible.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): This proposed line
is an extension of the Mount Morgan branch
railway from Baralaba to Castle Creek, in
length™ 52 miles, and the scheme connected
with it, we are told, is going to cost some-
thing like £2,000,000. We know that esti-
mate is indefinite, because to a great extent
it is experimental. It is customary to deal
with railway proposals on non-party lines,
and it is only a fair thing that the reports.
which have been brought before the Com-
mittee from time to time should receive the
consideration they are entitled to, and any
criticism should be taken in the spirit in
which it is given. We start out with a full
knowledge, no matter what our views on the
question may be, that the Government have
decided on this course of action, and the
proposal is going to pass whether we like it
or not. It is no use hon. members opposite
saying that we are showing hostility to the
proposal. We are discussing the matter
from a public point of view, and asking the
Government to take some notice of the
arguments we advance. We have to realise,
in the first place, that of all the non-paying
concerns we have in Queensland our rail-
ways are the worst. The accumulated deficits
to-day are about £8,500,000, built up in
seven years, and in the face of that we are
asked to agrec to the expenditure of capital
which, so far as I can see, will mean
incurring further deficits. One has only to.
look at the railway lines which have been
commenced during the term of the Govern-
ment and which are still unfinished to realise-
the amount of dead ecapital there is in
Queensland to-day. In one casc in particular
some railwar work was begun in Toowoomba
only for one purpose, and that was to return.
the present member to Parliament.

Mr. Brexxax: Which member?

Mr. VOWLES: You.
Mr. BRENNAN : It was not in my time.

Mr. VOWLES: It put a lot of people
there in your time.

Mr. BRENNAN: Noj; they all lived in my
electorate.

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member knows
better than that, The fact remains . that
there was a large sum of moriey—we are
told it was £30,000 or £40,000—expended
there, and the works ave left just in the
condition they were before the clection was
held.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes, because
of the Philp delegation.

Mr. VOWLES: You have done nothing
since. The same thing has happened in con-

nection with other railway lines which were
in progress when the Government came into
power. Look at the 3Xunbilla to Mount
fidwards line.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILways: It is almost.
completed.

Mr. Vowles.]



1684 Baralaba to Casse

Mr. VOWLES: But how many years has
capital been tied up theré carning nothing
at all?

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: As soon as

we got funds we started the lime. It will
be opened in a fortnight.
Mr. VOWLES: Then the same thing

applies to the Murgon-Proston railway. Huge
sums of money were spent, and before the
line was finished operations were suspended
and a big amount of capital is lying idle.
When we made applications for the con-
struction of railway lines into agricultural
arcas—lines which have been agreed to by
the Public Works Commission as being
desirable—and  which would run through
country which was and still is falling into
the hands of the Crown, and which has been
talken up by soldier settlers and others, the
Government told us that certain railways
would be built as soon as the North Coast
line was completed. Those promises, of
course, have boon overlooked; yet we have
the hon. member for Rosewood speaking
about the broken promises of past Govern-
ments. When an election is looming on the
horizon we find the Government saying that
it is necessary to start, not only one railway,
which involves the expenditure of a huge
sum of money, but that it is necessary to
start two railways, which will necessitate
two different plants, and two different comts
of supervision, and duplication of expense in
other ways.

A GOVERNMENT MENMBER: Are you in favour
of this line or not?

Mr. VOWLES: That is not the question.
It does not matter very much whether we
are in favour of it or not, because it is going
to be carried.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
election pending, unless it s
election.

Mr. VOWLES: I think there is a State
election pending. At any rate, if you want
to put it on record, I am opposed to this

proposal. In these matters we
[7.30 p.m.] have got to be guided by the

reports of our experts. Unfor-
tunately, we have two reports, and they are
conflicting. One report goes against the
other report.

Mr. BrENNAN : We have the report of the
Public Works Commission.

Ar. VOWLES: We have the report of the
Pyublic Works Commission, that is the report
of laymoen based on the evidence that was
given before them. Thev arrived at a deci-
s1on to the best of their ability, based on
the reports of experts.

Mr. Hartuev: They travelled over the
route.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; and they travelled
over many other routes. 1 ask the hon.
member 1f they are competent to express an
opinion on matters such as this?

Mr. Conitxs: Read the evidence of the
hon. member for Murilla, and see what he
says.

The SecrETARY FOR RATLWAYS: The hon.
member for Murilla said it was one of the
finest schemes ever inaugurated.

Mr. VOWLES: That may be his opinion,
but he is only a layman, We have to be
guided by the opinions of experts, and the
reports of the Railway Department tell us
what is likely to be the earning power of
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this railway. It is infinitesimal. The Min-
ister tries to bolster up the railway by saying
that it should be taken in conjunction with
the ivrigation scheme, which will put an
added value on the land and in that way
the revenue will be obtained from the land.

The SccrRETARY FOR Ratnwavs: I said that
the increased value of the land would more
than cover the cost of the whole scheme.

My. VOWLES: How are we going to get
at the crux of the whole scheme? We are
going to get a proportion of the revenue
from incr ad rents; but the whole thing
iz speculative, and we do not know what we
are going to do. We do not know where
w2 stand in the matter of immigration. We
do not know what settlers are coming from
other parts of Australia to Queensland. We
have two schemes going. It would be good
businsss to start one of the schemes, and,
when we see how that gets on, we can start
the other. We can wait and see whether
there is a desire on the part of the people
to take up land. Let us see if there is any
prospect of one scheme being a  success
before we tackle the other. The hon.
member for Rosewood spoke about immigra-
tion. What have the Government done so
far as immigration is concerned ?

Mr. Coruixs: We encourage the native-
born.
Mr. VOWLES: Another hon. member

oppesite talks about bringing immigrants
from overseas.

Mr. Brexyan: Who said that?
Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for
Rosewood.

Mr. Brenyav: He did not.

Mr. VOWLIES: The hon. member for
Rosewood talked about an immigration

policy and the prospects there were of people
coming from overscas. The Government
are not in favour of immigration.

Mr. Brexxax: We allow them to come in
in the only possible way.

Mr. VOWLES: I thought this scheme was
to absorb unemployment. These schemes
are going to cost a huge sum of money,
which will mean a bigger interest bill. I
would like to remind hon. members that the
more money we have to pay in interest the
less money we shall have to spend on the
unemployed.  We are told by the hon.
member for Fitzroy that this area is emin-
ently suitable for cotton-growing. and that
the railway should be built for that reason
alone.

Mr. HaRTLEY : I did not say that.
that was one of the reasons.

Mr. VOWLES: How long are we assured
of the success of cotton-growing in Queens-
land? TIIow long docs the guarantee last?

The SecreTary ror Ramwavs: Till 1926.
Mr. VOWLES: Do you expect the raijl-

T s«aid

way and the irrigation scheme will be
completed by 19267
The SecreTaAry FOR Ratmwwavs: The rail-

way will certainly be completed to Castle
Creck long before that.

Mr. VOWLES: I venture to say that the
cotton guarantee will expire long before
any selector in that district will be able to
take advantage of it.

Mr. IrpHINSTONE: Tt took five years to
build the railway to the Bowen Coalfield.
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Mr. VOWLES: Hon. members opposite
talk about having land for the settlement
of our native-born Quesuslanders. If you
g9 into my district and go along the Tara
extension, you will see where a railway was
started vears ago with the idea of going on
towards Surat. The selectors took up land
there, but they have abandoned their hold-
ings and gone, back to Victoria. That is a
bad advertisement for Quecnsland.

Mr. DBRENNAN: What the
member for Murilla?

Mr. VOWLES: He is one of them. The
selectors there were promised a railway,
but they got tired of waiting and abandoned
their selections. The prickly-pear is now
spreading over the country, and it is gradu-
ally becoming ruined. The line should have
been built if only for the purpose of keep-
ing the pear back. It could have been built
for a reasonable cost years ago, and great
benefit would have been derived from it. It
is the same in connection with some of the
land in the Nanango district. Soldiers have
gone on the resumptions in the Nanango
clectorate, and thev are tired of waiting for
the railway to be built.

about hon.

The SgcrETARY FOR  RatLwavs: Where-
abouts?

‘ng. VOWLES: DBetween Bceonenne and
Bl

Mr. Hartzey: That is not in the Nanango
district.

Mr., VOWLES: It is in the Nanango dis-
trict. I travelled over that route when the
Public Works Commission traveclled over it.

"Ihe SECRETARY FOR RamLwavs: Don’t you
think that we should start an irrigation
policy in Queensland?

Mr. VOWLES: I do, but we do not want
to start two irrigation schemes at the one
time. What about the Mount Rdwards
scheme?  We were told that that was a
gigantic scheme, but it was only brought
forward to dupe the Ipswich electors. Then
we had the Burnett scheme brought forward,
and now the Dawson Valley scheme. We are
going in for irrigation =zchemes as well as
land scttlement. We should take one scheme
at a time. We have an object-lesson at pre-
sent in the Burrinjuck scheme. We have also
had an experience so far as the expenditure
of money in irrigation is concerned in the
Inkerman irrigation scheme.

Mr. Coruixs: T was waiting for that. I
will reply to that statement.

Mr. VOWLES: Tt is proposed to go in for
an irrigation scheme in the Dawson Valley
at a cost of something like £2.000000. We
know what the difference was between the
estimated cost and actunl cost of the Inker-
man irrigation scheme, amcennting to some-
thing like 200 per cent.. and it is not finished
vef, I do not care what the hon. member
for Bowen says, the faci remains that the
cost of tha Inkerman schem: has beeon 200 per

. more than was estimated. Why go in
o experimental schemes?  Why not
deal with one and prove it to be a sucerss?
If you prove one to he a sucecess, then I would
be with you in going furthor: but, until such
time as one scheme has been proved to be a
suecess, we should go slow,

r. Hanmuey: Oh! LW.W. !

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYH :
very serious recommondation—to g
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Mr. VOWLES: It is a sensible rocom-
mendation, besause I mean to go slow in the
expenditure of money. '

Mr. Brevxax: Who are the Bolzheviks
now?

AMr. VOWLES: With hon. memb:rs oppo-
site on the Treasury benches £2,000,000 toes
not matter.

The SECRETARY FOR RarLwivs: You want to
go slow on land settlement.

Mr. VOWLES: I believe in the policy of
the Country party so far as land scttlement
is concerned. We have Jarge areas at present.
along our existing railway lines awaiting
cattloment. 1If we gave facilities for immi-
grants to come here, we could encourage them
to go in for settlement on the land. And we
are told that no selection is to be allowed in
those areas until the whole scheme 18
completed.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:

My, VOWLES: I understood the hon.
member for Durnett to say that he had been
to the department on behalf of men who-
wanted to select land and he was refused.
Ilow long is that embargo to remain ?

Mr. IIaRtLEY : They cannot get prefarential
blocks.

Mr. VOWLES: We arc told that men in
hundreds and thousands are trying to get
sclections in the western pastoral areas as
grazing farmers. We are told that men want
te go on the land now being resumed by the
Crown, but that it will not be open for selec-
tion. Why is all this money to be tied up
and all this development to be checked?
Whom are wo walting for?

Mr. BrEsnax: Waiting for the next war.

Mr. VOWLES: I venture to say that the
hon. member will not be there.

Myr. Bresnax ¢ I will not be there. You can
take your oath on that.

Mr. VOWLES: I ask the Government not
to be lavish in their expenditure on thiz
railway construction at the start. There has
been a suggestion—which I hope 1s not cor-
rect—that the reason for the great desire to
get on with this particular line is the wish
to fulfil the promise made by some hon.
memb-rs opposite that they are going to
ot rid of the hon. member for Normanby at
21l costs. (Goovernment dissent.) That state-
ment has been made in this Chamber, and
whether this line is introduced from a desire
to bring that about or not I do not know. )

Mr. Hartoey: You know we can get him
without that.

Mr. VOWLES: Is this Bill being intro-
duced so that a lot of workmen can be thrust
into that electorate in order that ﬂ?ey may
record their votes at the next election? If
that is the intention, it is to Dbe regretted.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not
corract, and it is not a fair suggestion.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know. IHon. mem-
bors oppositc have said frequently in this
Chambor that they would get the hon. mem-
bor noxt time. If there i to be a duplication
of work in crder to put labourers into this
ares when there is apparently ne reason for
it, we can pub our own cmq;;ruchon upon the
proceeding. My attitude i+ that we have to
hie gnided by the exports of the departinents.
The Governinent are taking the respon ibility.
7 thev can show that there 1= business in if—
thoy have to carry the buzden of the schemo

Mr. Vowles.]

No.
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in the futm“e—wo Wili E t for what it
iz worth hut, coles along
with schemes 1 o thn 1ml,;\mg the expends-
tuie of so much money, he shouid have more
material at his disposal than lie has givon us
on this occasion. What have we in the way
of reports?

The 8 REL FOR RatLways: The report of
the Public Works Commission.
Mr. VOWLES: Which I do net count as

more than a snap of the fingers.

The SeCcREPARY FOR RAILWAYS :
of the hydraulic engineers.

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, and thrn you }':we
exhausted the reports of your experts. tiow
are we to come to an intelligent conclusion
on these wmatters when we have the very
heads of the departments at variance? I say
it is not fair to us. All we can say is that
big irrigation schemes in other places,
but bly morce suited than this for
irrigation, have not been a suceess,

Mr., HaRTLEY
those.
viter

Mr. YOWLES: It does not ma who
handled them. It is the practical farmer who
does the work, and, if he has not be
to make a sUCC S5 of thcm in cther pizces
he likely to do it here, bearing in mind Lh:u,
in view of the heavier cost of cons fruc ion in
Quechsland than in New South Wales, he
will have a heavier burden to carry—a burden
which in some cates is almost a crimﬂcl 7 We
are told that in the case of the Inksrman
irrigation works the settler will have to pay
from £5 to £7 per acre for the privilege of
having the water there.

Mr. Coriixs: What is wrong with that?

Mr. VOWLES: It just happens that the
land in question is suitable for sugar-cane
growing, and will return a bi ig price in com-
parison with land used for other crops, and
so may be able to bear that loading. Bus
the crops which are going to be grown in
this area with which we are dealing will not
bring the price that cane will bung, and,
therf}fore, the future of the scttlement is not
assured, as the hon. member thinks.

The reports

led

and]

Tory Governmeuts h

Mr. HarTiEY: How do you know what
crops are to be grown on the Dawson area?

Mr. VOWLES: The only crop we have
heard of is cotton.

Mr. HARTLEY : That is onc of the least of
then.

Mr. VOWLES: Is sugar-cane going to be
grown?

Mr. HARTLEY : It will probably be one of

the biggest wheat areas in Australia.

Mr. VOWLES: That is not going to bring
the same 1)1100 as sugar, and thmvore I say
that the margin of cost if it is going to be
anything like the Inherman SCHG’TI& Will be
such that the producers will not be able to
bear it and make their land pay.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): I think it
iz very unfortunate that we should have the
leader of the Opposition making reflections
on public of‘icma He taid that we should
not take any notice of any report of the
Public W ml;s Commission.

Mr. Vowigs: I did not say anything of the
kind.

Mr. BRENNAN: He said he would not
trust 1f.

[Mr. Vowles.

EMBLY.]

Crecks Railway.

VOWLE I rise to a point of order.
'Ihe hon. munbm‘ is deliberately misinterpret-
wnnt T said.

e CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon merm-
for Toowoomba will acsept the denial of
1e leader of the Opposition.

Mr. BRENNAN: Ie said he would not
take any notice of it; he would not trust it.

The CIIAIRMAN : The hon. member must,
in accordance with parliamentary practice,
asccept the denial of the leader of the Gppo-
sition.

TN T

N

Mr. BRENNAN: I did not say it, but I
do accept his denial, if he says I s aid it
Mr. COLLINS : ;he hon. member said he

would ot take that much notice of if, and
snapped his fingers.

Mr., BRENNAN: The hon. member said
they did not ecount. He said he did not trust
the Public Works Commission. I know an
wwhere the Public Works Commission
did good work for the soldiers. They sat and
heard a lot of evidence about the propowu
line from Amiens to Stanthorpe, and Amiens
to Cot*on Vale. The Commission recom-
mended the Cotton Vale line, qlthough greab
influence was brought to bear to get them
to recommend Stanthorpe.

Mr. BesBingToN : What influence?

Mr. BRENNAN: The influence was there
—vested inte rcst~fthey are always there. I
suppose that is why the hon. member is look-
ing so happy. That railway was built from
Amiens to Cotton Vale, and it is a tribute to
the Public Works Commission that in a
matter on a small scale they did the best
thing for the soldiers and got them reduced
rates to Brisbanc. Great influence was used
to get the line from Amiens to Stanthorpe,
and against that influence the Public Works
Commission protected them. The leader of

U‘n LR

the Opposition knows nothing about this
question. If he had wanted to know any-
thing about the railway, he would have rexd

the 1onxt of the Public Works Commission.
Mr. Vowres: I have.

Tr. BRENNAN : If he had, he would have
scen what his colleague, the hon. member
for Murilla, said in answer to the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen—

“You have not been over the proposed
route from Baralaba to Custle Creck 7—
No.

“You have some kuowledge of irriga-
tion?—Yes. I was connected with three
water trusts in Victoria before I cume
to Queenslaud. I was a Commissioner.”

Here is the opinion of an expert—the hon.
membor fm Murilla. (Lalmhtex ) He was a
Commissioner of Irrigation in Victoria.

My. BesinaToN: Commissioners often are
not experts.

Mr. BRENNAN: The next question is—

“ Are you in favour of the proposed
irrigation scheme?—VYes. I have Tooked
it over very carefully and read the
reports and all other information I could
get. I have alto seen the country that
iz likely to bhe submerged permanently,
and I interviewed the surveyorsz on the
spot, and I think it is one of the finest
schemes that could possibly be brought
inte evistence.

“You have no objection to the rail-
way ?—No. I favour it, and I say that,
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no matter what Government may be in

power, it is their duty to go on with it

as quickly as possible.”
“Those are wise words from a gentleman who
is not always wise. He is an expert on these
matters. He has been over the country; he
knows it. The leader of the Opposition says
that he has not been there. The hon. mem-
ber for Drayton opposes the line.

Mr. BeBBINGTON: Because I have been
there. .
Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for

Murilla is a judge of land. Before he said
so, the Public Works Commission said that
they believed it was all right. The Premier

said so. The Government’s policy was to
investigate. We believe that it is a good
thing.

We have heard about the Willowburn con-
struction works in Toowoomba. Those works
were started by a Labour Government. Xon.
members who have been representing Too-
woomba and Rast Toowoomba for so long
had not any considerable amount of money
spent in those places, The Drayton deviation
was a political stunt for fifteen years. TFirst
of all it was suggested that it should be
constructed.

Mr. BEBBINGTOX :
was in.

Mr. BRENNAN: The Hon. James Tolmie
was returned to five successive Parliaments
on the strength of the promise that the
Drawon deviation would ﬂe\elop That is
all that has been done in Toowoomba. The
Wlllowbmn construction works were started
before the election, and before next election
1 hope that they will be completed. In any
case, it would be bad policy for the Govern-
ment to spend money that would not be
reproductive. I believe, and the people of
“Toowoomba appreciate the fact, that the
Dawson Valley is the greatest scheme that
has ever been inaugurated in Queensland or
in Australia. It i1s far greater than the
Burrinjuck scheme. Just faner, under this
Dawson scheme there wﬂl be dammed up two
and a-haif times as much water as there is
in Sydney Harbour! If you told the
hon. member for Pittsworth that, he would
not be able to appreciate it; he would be
able w appreciate more the capacity of a
scent bottle. We have no support from the
other side for this scheme. 'They support
the spending of money in other directions.,

I got it the first year I

Yesterday, the leader of the Nationalist
party in the Commonwealth—the Prime
Minister—said, ‘ You can have two con-

singents from Australia; you can have what-
ever you want; it will be a good thing. Go
on with the war in the Near East, and we
will be returned to power.” That is the
pdicy of the other side; they will find money
for destruction—for ancther bloody holocaust
—that is their poliecy. They do not favour a
scheme like this for settling people on the
lana; they want to settle the people over at
Ga,lljpoh again—they want more contingents.
It is casier for them to get rid of the
unemployed by slaughtering them in another
wild exzapade of war than by settling people
on the land with a scheme such as the
Burnet; or the Dawson Valley scheme. Our
ambition is to see every person in employ-

ment.  The Government are cut for the
-developner\t of this fair State. We under-
stand tlat by this land settlement we are

going to settle something Iike 5,000 famlhes
br mean: of irrigation. The leader of the
Opposition said that, if we build this line,
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it will take years before it will become repro-
ductive. What has he to say about the
Rockhampton to Cairns Railway, or the
Bowen Coalfields Railway? This Government
have gone in for a big, bold policy in such
a way as to bring about the settiement of
people.

Mr, BeBBINGTON : Bring about bankruptey.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member can
call it that if he likes. The war cost Aus-
tralia £400,000,000. That is a mere baga-
telle. Now that we propose to spend
£1,500,000 to settle 5,000 people, they all
squeal, and say, ‘ Don’t settle them so that
thev can live on the land, but spend
£400,000,000 and put them under the earth.”
Ii is easior to get rid of the unemployed by
slaughtering them in a great war than by
developing the country.

We must handle the unemployed question.
Unquestionably, we are trying to do it to
the best of our ability. This scheme is going
to solve the unemployed problem to a large
extent. Because we are doing that, our
opponents are opposing us—unnecessanly 50,
because they have no ideas, and are bereft
of any schemes for the benefit of Queensland.
When we have to sit night after night listen-
ing to them stonewalling our most pro-
gressive legislation and we have to reply to
such nonsense, the electors of Queensland
should know about it.

Mr., COLLINS (Bowen): I would not have
spoken upon this railway proposal byt for
the fact of its being linked up with the
proposed big ;1‘1‘1"‘&‘5101’1 scheme, 1 am satisfied
that, unless the Opposition develop more
vision than they have developed during the
past seven ycars, there is a prospect of their
remaining in opposition for another seven
years. After all, people who cannot see
beyond their own backyards—people who
cannot grasp the bigness of this State, and
the big projects which are put forward from
time to time by this Government—are not
fit to govern this State, and are not likely to
be returned by the people to govern it.
What is really wrong with the Government
is that in their ranks are men with big
minds who see things from a broad point of
view—not from a narrow, parochial point of

. view—men who seek to develop this State,

and take as their guide what has becen done
in other countries.

The Public Works Commission did not

say that this railway would pay without the
full

irrication scheme. berause ther Jnew
well that the railway propusal must be 1
up with the irrigation scheme. Lt is necess

to build this raibw ay to
[8 p.m.] velop that scheme. We all know
that the United States heove
developed largely through irrigation. If you

want to sce intensive culmdtmn an d ciese

settlement, you have to go to the irrig
portions of the United States to see
have in mind the time when B
Young pioncered the Salt Loke
{Opposition laughter.) Ion. membe
the other side may laugh, but I

3
createst men that the

Young was one of the :
He w as one

Unifed Stutes have pmdunoa.

of the pioneers of irrigatios in the I
States,  All the historians of the
States rmogni*-e that. The diztrict

one of 1‘10 pionecring pla
en. Frionds of mine quite reconts

tted tmr part of the we d. and they tei.
me tha! it is one of the mo<l hoautiful cities
in the whele world—made b nautiful because

Mr. Collins.]
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of the fact that the people set out to make
the soil produce that which it would not pro-
duce without irrigation. The leader of the
Oppozition went out of his way to drag in
the Inkerman irrigation scheme. The hon.
member for Drayton is continually raising
the question of the Inkerman irrigation
scheme in this House, but he does not know
whether it is going to be a success or a
failure.

Mr. BeBpINGTON: It is a burden upon the
taxpayers.

Mr. COLLINS: I have a letter which I
am prepared to let anyone see. It 1v dated
12th Scptember, and was sent from FHome
Hill. Tt states—

“The country up here is beginning to
get dry, and a good thunderstorm would
freshen things up wonderfully. Am busy
erecting fluming; have been irrigating
from the scheme’s works splendidly; no
trouble. You will be pleased to hear—I
believe it is quite true—that the block of
land close to where the concrete pipe
works were to the left of the mill has
been sold for £30 an acre, unimproved.”

Mr. J. H. C. Roeents: Will the hon. mem-
ber put that letter on the table?

Mr. COLLINS: Of course, I will. (Letter
laid on the table.) Does anyone for a
monienf, suggest that land would have

realised £30 an acre unimproved had it not
been for the Inkerman irrigation scheme?
The people recognise the value that schieme
will be when it is completed at the end of

the year. That has been zhown by the fact
that land has been sold for £30 an acre
unimproved.

_Mr. Bepixeron: And for £40 an acre out-
side the irrigation area.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member would
not be able to buy some of the farms in the
irrigation area for £50 an acre. He has only
beer accustomed to wheat land; he knows
nothing about sugar-cane growing. I have
scen in the “Bowen Independent’ of 5th
September where 3% acres were expected to
cut 180 tons, on density returns realising £144
an acre. That is what can be accomplished
by irrigation. The hon. member cannot get
beyond wheat and potatoes and the milking
of a few cows. That is all very well in its
way. In connection with the Dawson Valley
irrigationn proposal, it is estimated that a
man will only require 15, 28, 25, or 30 acres.
The hon. gentleman knows nothing about
that system of farming. He has only been
accustomed to his €40 acres on the Darl-
ing Downs, The men on the irrigation areas
will be able to obtain a livelihood oun 15 or
20 acres.

Mr. BrpBINGTON: What is going to be
grown?
Mr. COLLINS: All kinds of crops; all

kinds of fruits. The hon. gentleman has
never thought of that up to the present time.

Mr. DBesBixerox: Where will you get the
markets?

Mr. COLLINS: The markets will be here.
Hon. mewbers opposite v we have no
policy.  What policy have they got? Onec
speaker gets up and advocstes certzin things,
and then we wait patiently until another
speaker gets up and contradicss what the
ther has said. That applies riove especially
to tne Country partv. Hon. mcmbers oppo-
site say that we have ro poliey with regard

[Mr. Collins.
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to settling the Burnett lands. The people
who want land are already in the Common-
wealth, Do you think the people in the State
of Victoria will be paying £3 to £4 an acre
in rent to a private landlord, as some of them
are doing, when they know that under our
perpetual lease system they can take up our
splendid Burnett lands at 15 per cent. on
the capital value, and they can take up our
Dawson Valley land when we get the scheme
in full swing? I am surprised at hon. mem-
bors opposite belittling their own State.
The leacder of the Opposition pointed out
that we have a lot of money invested in our
railways on which we are not realising
intorest.  Does he not know that quite
recently we linked up Mackar with Rock-
hampton? Doos he not know that the Bowen
coalficld line has been completed, and will
be earning from now on? Does he not know
that within twelve months the line between
Mackay and Proserpine will be completed,
and will aiso be carning? Does he not know
that the other lines being coumstructed in the
North will he earning in a year or so?f
Does he say that we should stand still and nog
go on building any more railways o develop
The State? T hope the people of Queensland
will realise that there is a party opposite
with 1o policy—no ideas—and no broad
vision to enable them to develop this State.
1 must admit that the radical portion—God
knows they are conservative enough—sitting
on the back cross benches know where they
ave going, but the Country party do not seem
to know where they are going. I am sat!:%ﬁed
that they have no vision, and are not fit to
govern Queensland, and I am satisfied the
people of Queensland will keep them in oppo-
sition for the next seven years. (Govern-
ment laughter.)

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): Taking
the Dawson Valley scheme and the building
of this railway together, we have presented
to us a very aftractive proposal, and, there-
fore, I am inclined to think that it is not a
matter of lack of vision with hon. members
opposite, but a matter of having too much
vision; in fact, it is a matter of vision and
nothing else. It is all very well to have
vision and talk about something brqa_d, but
we find that, with all the great vimon on
the part of the hon, member for Bowen, he
has his limitations in that he suggests only
that the people of Australia will be able te
find homes on 20 acres or 30 acres of land.
Where is the broadness of vision when we
have a land here with about 750,000 people
which is capable of holding a great mauy
millions? The vision of the hon. member
for Bowen is limited to thinking that we
shall be able to gather together from she
various parts of Australia just about enoigh
people to settle on this great Dawson Vslley
scheme. Tv ideas are very much bigger
than that, and I believe we are falling very
much below what we should aim at. It is
not a matter of finding land for th: few
people who are in Australia, but we should
bend out energies and our intellizmce to
bringing people from abread to scttle on
our lands, But they are not likely fo come,
hecause the Crovernnient are not presared to
give a man a picce of land that he can
call his own. It is an utter imyossibility
ever to people the lands of thii country
unless the Government alter their ideas of
land tenure, For more than seven years the
Government have been in office, and what
cettloment has taken pluce diring that
period? Practically none. Tler tell us
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they have a wonderful vision—that cotton is
going to be grown in large areas. They
imagine that to be so, but what are they
doing to bring it about? We have been told
that railways were to be built here and
there and elsewhere, and that the land was
to be settled; but what have they done? The
very thing that the soldier has been fighting
for—that he might possess a bit of land of
his own—is denied to him.

Mr. HarTLEY: That is not right.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: We are not going
to succeed in bringing people to the Dawson
Valley until we alter our ideas of land
settlement. We must do away with the idea
of leasehold, whether the land iz taken up
in 20-acre blocks or in 1,280-acre blocks.
The people want that land as freehold—of
course we have no right to give any con-
sideration whatever to alienating land in
large areas. I want to draw attention to the
burden we are going to put on the people.
If the Government came down with their full
proposal as to how they are going to settle
this land, the House would support them;
but, when they come down and ask the
House to pass a railway in order to serve a
certain irrigation scheme which will take
ten or twelve years to build, it is an unfair
proposition, especially when we find, accord-
ing to the report of the Commissioner for
Railways, that the revenue he expects is
£7,000 a year from running two trains a
week, and the expenditure is estimated atb
£6,400. What does that mean? If you get
the money at 55 per cent., there will be a
further charge on our revenue of from
£20,000 to £21,000. If the scheme were
mapped oub, as it should be mapped out
from beginning to end, then it presents one
of the most atbractive schemes that has been
presented to us; but this Government will
never carry out a scheme of that kind. No
settlemment has taken place, nor is it likely
to take place. We should consolidate settle-
ment everywhere we can. am glad to
hear, as the hon. meniber for Bowen said,
that a certain linking up is being done, and
that certain railways that are not now
earning will be earning, and relief will eome
in that direction. ILet us link up in every
way we can,

We have been talking about the Mount
Kdwards Railway—a dead end there—which
can never realise what we expected until a
connection is made between Maryvale and
Mount Edwards. I was speaking only a few
days ago to an agent in Toowoomba, and
the cry is, “It 1s no use selling sheep
because you cannot get trucks for them.” If
we link up our railways, we can use them
to the very best advantage. If we could
save the 60 miles between here and Warwick
the trucks of the Railway Department would
be made available very much more readily.
So in other directions by linking up we could
make our railways pay. We wani to. give
our fullest and best attention to the railways
we have, and to consolidate settlement 1in
every direction. This Dawson Valley scheme
is a very fine thing, but we have been talking
about these things for no end of time,

. Mr. Harmizy: You people have been talk-
ing about them; but we are doing them.

. Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is on paper still;
it is all a vision still. Give effect to it.
We have a very fine scheme at Mount
Edwards that can be put into effect straight
away. We have the people settled on the
land, and the Government could put it to
the test in the twinkling of an eye. Why
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not experiment there instead of experi-
menting in this direction? As an hon, mem-
ber sald this afternoon, we are desperately
afraid that this is largely a political move to
put people in certain positions in order that
they may exercise the franchise. When the
Government come down with the complete
scheme, 1 will give it my hearty support;
but in the meantime, seeing that we have to
judge things not by what they say but what
they do, we cannot support it. What they
have done they have messed up to a very
large extent.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth) : Hon,
members on the other side wish to insinuate
that members on this side of the Chamber
are against irrigation. We are not in any
shape or form opposed to irrigation; but
hon. members Wiﬁ) agree with me that the
Secretary for Railways said very little, when
moving the adoption of this railway, with
regard to the success or otherwise of the
irrigation scheme which it is proposed to
carry out in conjunction with this railway.
He left it to the hon. member for Too-
woomba and the hon, member for Bowen
to talk about irrigation. There was one
phase of the question which the Minister
touched on. He said that this was going to
be a bigger scheme than the irrigation
scheme in Kgypt. Surely the Minister 1s nos
going to compare the irrigation scheme of
Hegypt with the irrigation scheme which he
proposes to bring into being in the Dawson
Valley? Does he expect that the same
success will result from irrigation here that
they have had in Hgypt? Surely the Minister
will never ask hon. members to believe for
a moment that, because irrigation has been
50 successful in Hgypt, the same success is
going to follow from irrigation here?

I listened to the hon. member for Bowen
in regard to the Inkerman irrigation scheme,
which is a pet scheme of his, and I hope
that he will not object to my trespassing
upon his preserves to a certain extent. After
all, the Inkerman scheme is only in the
experimental stage. Its success 1s by no
means assured. The hon. member for Bowen
spoke about men down South who paid £3
or £4 per acre rent to a landlord. It is going
to be as bad as that in Queensland, bub the
landlord is going to be the Government.
The Government get every pound of flesh
they can put their hands on; and it is going
t0 be the same with this proposed irrigation
scheme. The hon. member for Bowen talks
aboug the rack rents paid in Victoria to the
landlords as being a crime against civilisa-
tion. .

Mr. CotrLing: So if is.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I only hope
that the unfortunate landowners who are
going to 'pay £5, £6, £7, or £8 an acre at
Inkerman will be as well able to make their
living as those men in Victoria are who are
paying £5 or £6 an acre to a private land-
lord. When it comes down to hard facts, we
are going to find they are not going to be
able, under the Inkerman irrigation scheme,
to pay the rates imposed by the Government.
The hon. member for Fitzroy mentioned
amongst other things that they were going
to grow wheat under the Dawson Valley
irrigation scheme, and mentioned what they
could make from 3 acres of wheat. Can
you imagine a man making a fortune on
3 acres of irrigated wheat?

Mr. Harriry: Can you imagine him being
fool enough to grow only 3 acres of wheat?

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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Mz. J H. C. ROBERTS: The hon.
maember for Fitzaroy made a special point of
the fact that they could grow wheat, Hven
if they are going to grow 20 acres of wheat
under irrigation, the men are going to
starve because of the rates they will have to
pay under the Government’s proposal.

Mr. Hampzy: What rate will they be
- agked to pay?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: That is just
what we have been trying to get out of the
Minister the whole afternoon, but we have
not got it. The Minister does not know,
but, as he was a member of the Public
Works Commission which #ravelled round
the comntry, he should surely have some
idea. The hon. gentleman quoted the success
ol irrigation in other countries, which I do
not think is quite a fair comparison with
regard to irrigation in Queensland.

Mr. Hasroey: Why not?

. Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Because there
is not the water supply in Queensland, and
never will be. The hon. member for Too-
woornba on one occasion suggested that a
small irrigation scheme should be started on
Westbrook Creek. He even took the late
Hon. T. J. Ryan up to have a look af it.
The water which was there then has dis-
appearsd—there has been no water in that
particular creek for three or four years,

Mr. W. Coorer: He meant to utilise the
tears of the Opposition.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: After the next
election he will be able to utilise the tears
ot the hon. member for Rosewood. (Laugh-
ter.) The point I want to bring up 18 this:
We hear hon. members opposite talking
about visions. One of the visiong which
they have had was the possibility of irri-
gating a certain area of land on Westbrook
Creek. If they had asked the hon. member
for Drayton about it, he would have told
them  that the irrigation of any portion of
land along Westbrook Creek was impossible,
because nine months cub of twelve it is abso-
lutely . dry; yet that was one of the visions
the hon. member for Toowoomba had.
While some hon. members opposite have
vigions, there are many other hon. members
opposite who have dreams, and bad ones ab
that. This proposal seems to me to be one
of the awful dreams which are going to have
a very disastrous effect upon the future
generations of Queensland. Visions such as
this are expensive luxuries. It is all right
if you have a vision and you are putting
your own money into i, and it does not
come off. It is all right so long as you lose
your own money, but, it is not right when
you have a vision and are going-to back if
up with a big pile of Queensland’s money
and afterwards expect the unfortunate
people settled on the land to bear the
burden, and expect the average taxpayer to
make good what they cannot bear, just in
the same way as has happened in connection
with the soldiers’ settlements. If the
Minister had considered the guestion of mak-
ing our szoldier seftlements a success, I would
have said, “ Hear hear ”; but how many of
our goidier settlements are a success to-day?

Mir. Haptipy: Nearly all of them. (Opposi-

tion dissent.)

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We have been
told that the Dawson Valley scheme is going
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to be a success so far as land settlement is
concerned. Judging the Government on
their past performances in regard to land
settlement, they cannot effectively promote
any land settlement scheme. ™Take the
soldier settlement schemes on the Downg—
the Cecil Plains Soldiers’ Settlement, the
Coominya Soldiers’ Settlement, the Beer-
burrum Scldiers” Settlement, and others—
all glorious successes according to the statis-
tics given by Ministers. Some of the rank
and file of the party opposite claim that
those settlements are a success. Not one of
them is a success; and, when the facts
are realised, the people of Queensland are
going to ask what the Government have
done to make land settlement a success.
When the Minister holds out to us that it
is o wise thing to spend a huge sum of
money on the particular scheme he is advo-
cating to-night, it is time for hon. members
to pause. As the hon. member for War-
wick said, there is the possibility of a very
successful irrigation scheme being carried
out in the Mount Edwards area, and if
would not cost anything like what it is pro-
posed to spend on the Dawson Valley irri-
gation scheme. The hon. member for Bowen
told the Committee that the Public Works
Commission did not recommend the railway
because they thought it would not pay. They
knew it would be a non-paying proposition,
but they said it was necessary to enable
them to have this irrigation scheme. I am
going to ask the hon. member for Bowen if
the Public Works Commission ascertained
whether the irrigation scheme was going to
be a success. He himself has acknowledged
that we are going to have one white elephant
in the shape of the railway line, which he
said will not pay.

Mr. HarTiey: He did not say that. He
said it would not pay by itself, without
irrigation.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is terrible
to see two good old pals like the hon. member
for Bowen and the hon. member for Fitzroy
at loggerheads on this particular question.
The hon. member for Bowen says that he
watches us over here, and notices that one
hon. member gets up and says one thing and
another hon. member says another thing. Let
me say that the most interesting character I
see in the House is the hon. member for
Rowen, and I sit here on purpose to watch
him. {(Laughter.) I do not like to feel that
the hon. member for Bowen and the hon.
member for Fitzroy are not in agreement in
this respect. The hon. member for Bowen
told us that he knew this railway could not
possibly pay. The hon. member for Fitzroy
now contradicts him, and says that the hon,
member for Bowen did not say that it would
not pay. Is it reascnable, when we have an
opportunity to make an experiment in regard
to the possibilities of irrigation at Mount
Tdwards, that the Minister should spend
this huge amount of money on a railway line
which the hon. member for Bowen says is nob
going te be a paying proposition? Why is

it that they are proposing to spend
[8.30 p.an.]money on this particular line?

Probably they wish to get =2
certain amount of kudos for having carried
it out, and for having performed another
eplendid work. The Minister and other hon.
members opposite fravelled through the
country there, and they had a vision. The
hon. member for Toowoomba had a vision in
regard to the railway works af Willowburn.
Tt is more than a vision. If anyone goes
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fact—that we bhave any
amcunt of land 15 miles on each side

»f the existing railwazs wailting for cleser
settlement. T could take the Minister out to
the Mitchell district and show him thousands
of acres of excellent land, ready for the
plough, which are awaiting settlement. It is
Jand that will grow cotton, wheat, or maize,
and on which dairying can be carried out
successfully. Yet nothing is done to make that
land available for settlement.

The Government prefer to spend an
enormous sum of mon=y on the extension of
this railway line. Country members on both
sides of the Ilcuse know that, when they
require certain work to be done to the rail-

axys in their electorates, they are always
told that the country lines are not paying.
1 do not know if a prefcrence iz shown to
country members on the Governmen® le,
although I do not think that the prosent
Secretary for Railways would show a prefer-
ence to auny hon. member in regard to the
noeds of his electorate. I know that, when
we ask for certain lmprovements, we are toid
shat our lines show a loss of £9,000 or
£10,000, and we cannot get the remod+lling
of the railway station or the new loading
bank that we ask for. Vet we propose to go
on with a stheme of this kind, The Govern-
mont would be well advised if they withdrew
tiiis railway proposal for the time being, and
fet us sec how the Imkerman scheme gets on,
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~re houted to prove to be failures. The hon,
prnber for Bowen admitted thes this would
b s non-pa railway line.
(oL Q me Corre . T said
it would be non-paving without irrigation.

r. J. . C. ROBERTS: The hon. mem-
ber said that the line would be non-payimng—
of course that does not matter fo the hon.
member for Bowen. Afterwards he galgi that
the only thing that would convert it into &
paying line would be the irrigation scheme.
Suppose the irrigation scheme turns out to
be a failure—and, after all, there is no greab
amount of certainty that it is going to be @
success—what then? It may possibly be a
success, and it may enable the settlers who
go there to ecke out an existence; but
Velieve that hon. members opposite in their

weont frame of wind, in accordance with
their ideals, want to see the man on the
land getting more than a mere existence.
They want to sece men on the lgnd qble to
make a good living and get a fair price for
their produce all the year round; yet not
one man over there has made any suggestion
or given any consideration to the distribution
of the stuff it is proposed to grow, supposing
that in the next ten years we increase our
production by 100 per cent. If in five years
we could grow twice the amount of wheat,
twicn the amount of foodstuffs that we are
rrowing now, how are we going to dispose of
17 Some men have nearly * gone broke” on
some of these fruit farms, yet no attempt has
been made to show us that the Government
are scized with the absolute importance and
the urgency of finding markets outside Aus-
tralia for our product. It is essential, even
now, if we are going to increase our produc-
tion by 100 per cent. within ten years, as
hope we are, that we should tackle the
question of distribution; and the sooner we
do it the better for all concerned. We see
the result of delaying action in regard to the
spread of prickly-pear. From year to year
we hear people say that the question must
be tackled.

The OHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will connect his, remarks with
the question before the Committee,

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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Mr, J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am just going
to connect them in this way: We have heard
for the last few years, from hon. members on
the other side, of the absolute necessity of
wiping out the middleman.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There Iis
nothing in the resolution about middiemen.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: 1 accept your
ruling, of course, Mr. Kirwan, but I want
to say that the question of distribution is a
very important matter in dealing with this
irrigation scheme. It is almost as important
as the building of the railway, and con-
sequently I feel that I am quite within the
scope of the resolution when I say that the
Government should consider the question of
distribution; and, in doing that, I refer
to their well-known antipathy towards the
middleman, because I do not want to feel
that the Secretary for Railways would reply
without giving us an assurance that it is
the intention of the Government to assist the
sale, through co-operative agencies, of all the
produce from the irrigation area which this
scheme is going to bring into existence,

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I am not going
to allow the remarks of the hon. membor for
Pittsworth to go out to the public at large
without reply. I am not going to allow him
to put words into my mouth which I did not
use. I said that the railway proposal would
not be a paying proposition unless it was
linked wup with the irrigation works, as
mentioned in the report of the Public Worlks
Commission. The hon. member wanted to
know what crops they were going to grow
on the Dawson irrigation area. Mr, Shaw,
of the Water Supply Department, who has
had experience of irrigation works in other
States and is an authority on irrigation, gave

this evidence before the Commission—

“ What crops do you think would be
grown on the irrigated areas in the Daw.
son Valley 7—I would favour tomatoes,
oniots, potatoes, vegetables, lucerne, and
citrus and grape fruits.”

It is just as well to mention that, so that
hon. members can recognise that it ig not a
wheat area under the irrigation proposal, I
know wheat is grown by irrigation, and there
i1s land outside the proposed irrigation area
which may be suitable for wheat. However,
I rose a second time to put the hon. member
for Pittsworth right. The railway cannot
be discussed in a proper manner unless we
link it up with the irrigation proposals, and
all through the Commission’s proceedings the
principal portion of the evidence dealt with
irrigation.

The hon. member for Drayton is very
anxious to know what is going to be the
cost of the irrigation on the Inkerman irriga-
tion area, so I pbropose to read a letter
addressed to me from the Treasury on 14th
September, 1922

“ 8ir,—With reference to the
dated 23rd ultimo
addres

letters
instant,

wed to you by M. L. M. Osborne,
secretary of the Inkermsn Farmers and
Graziers' Association, Limited, and Mr.
F. J. Woods, Home Hill, respectively,
relative to the rating of farms in the
Inkerman irrigation area during the tem-
porary working of the irrigation scheme,
am directed to inform you that the
Tre@surer has approved that the basis of
rating be 8s. 4d. per acre per month on
the area of land desired by the farmer to
be watered. It should be understood
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that this payment is to operate during
the period from the first watering until
the scheme is handed over to the Board
and is irrespective of the number of
waterings.

“The abovementioned is merely a
nominal rate, and must not be taken as in
any way restricting the Board in arrang-
ing its policy of charges, after it has
taken over control of the works,

“ Mr., Osborne is evidently under a
misapprehension as regards the Inkerman
Water Supply Board. The Board has
not been dispensed with, but under the
constitution it does not assume conirol
of the works until the latter are com-
pleted and handed over.

“ Yours faithfully,
“ G BrAL,
““ Under Secretary.”
The hon. member for Drayton is continually
quoting £7 and £8 per acre.

Mr. G. P. BARNES interjected.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member, like
the hon, member for Drayton, knows nothing
about the value of sugar-cane lands. I quoted
here this evening an unimproved value of
£30 per acre.

Mr. Drscow: Is it worth £1007?

Mr. COLLINS: No. The hon. member
may be a very good wheat farmer, but he
knows nothing about land under irrigation
for sugar-cane. However, that iz getting
away from the question before the Com-
mittee. It does not follow that under this
Dawson Valley scheme it is going to cost
£5 an acre, but even to-day, under private
enterprise, it is costing, so I am informed,
up to £5 an acre to irrigate some of the
lands on the Burdekin. Very few men in
this Chamber know anything about irriga-
tion, because threc-fourths of the irrigation
in Queensland is carried on between Bowen
and Townsville, and we who represent that
part of Quecnsland claim that we know a
little about it and the results obtained from
it. That is the reason why we are—at least
I am-—enthusiastic supporters of irrigation.
I have seen the crops grown by it in the
Bowen district, and I know from what T
have quoted from Mr. Shaw’s evidence that
the irrigation scheme on the Dawson Valley
is going to be a success in the long run. It
may not be a success immediately, but in
time it will be—most things require {ime—and
irrigation is going to help build up this State
of Queensland,

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): Whether
we agree or disagree with thesc irrigation
works, the one thing certain is that they are
not going to lighten the burden of the tax-
payer. but are going to add to his burdens
‘or at least another twenty vears. The hon.
memker for Bowen admits that the interest
on thes ronev for irrigation works at Inker-
man alone is £5 an acre at least. The
Auditor-General puts it at £7 an acre, so
there is a difference of £2 an acre. If we
puat it at £5 an acre, the land will require
to be worth £i00 an acre to pay it. That
cost doss not provide for channels and everx-
thing else on the lend. I seen the
irrigation aress in  Victoris i water
is delivered to the highest portion of the
land. and it take: £10 a chain to construct
the concrete channels to carry the water.
A verr big expense is involved in getting
water on the land. In the ssgar-growing

have
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areas on our northern coast you can sce irri-
gation pipes thrown aside. You might say
that hundreds of thousands of pounds have
been spent in irrigation works, and those
works discarded. OUnly in one season out of
thrce or four do we need irrigation works, so
vou have to carry that amount of money over
a period of thres years. If you have a
drought every three years, and you are pay-
ing £5 an acre a year, there is an outlay
of £15 per acre for the utilisation of irriga-
tion for, perhaps, a couple of months. The
farmers in the South will have to pay heavy
taxcs to eneble the Dawson Valley to have
irrigation.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Kepp-l}: 1 desire to
make a few observations in reply to one or
two of the criticisms which have been levelled
against this motion. I would like to start by
referring to the references of the hon. mem-
ber for Warwick and the hon. member for
Pittsworth to management and mismanage-
ment. They are a pretty party on the other
side to talk about management and mis-
management after their record in Quecnsland
for fifty years. Their mismanagement was of
the worst character, and they ought for ever
to close their mouths on that subject.

Mr. BeBBINGTON : You have wasted as much
in seven years as we wasted in fifty years.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We are not going to solve problems br this
ridiculous excitement—by the hon. member
rising in his place and defying the Standing
Orders. We never hear hon. members oppo-
site lecturing on the solar eclipse, on the
Einstein theory of relativity, on the quadra-
ture of the ecircle, or such subjects. Yet
they talk about management and mismanage-
ment! The seven years’ record wof this
Administration is infinitely more favourable
than the record of hon. members opposite
during the fiftv vears that they had control
of the Treasury benches.

Mr. Sizer: That is your opinion.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
It is the cpinion of the electors. Time and
again we have been returned. Time and
again we have been told, ‘“ Wait for the
next election.” When it comoes, what is the
rvesult? We are again returned. That will
go on, and on, and on, and hon. mocmbers
opposite will be crying in the political wilder-
ness for another forty years. 1 submitted
this motion to-dar in a non-party spirit—in a
spirit of moderation, of confidence, of
optimisin,

Mr. BesBiNgTox : And ighorance.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
was astonished at the result. Thiz great
policy, which was laid down on behalf of the
(overnment—this great water conservation
and irrigation scheme—has keen lauded, not
only by the Government, but by the special
correspondent of the ¢ Daily Mail,”” by the
hon, member for Murilla, and by the busi-
ness men of Rockhampton and other places
in Queensland. Yet we have this hostile
obstruction and this criticism from hon.
members opposite.

Mr. Vowres: I

suppose
speak at all?

wo should not

The SECRETARY IFFOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members cpposite have a right to

express their opinion, and I have the right
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to express my opinion of that opinion., These
hon. members representing country constitu-
encies—this allegedly Country party—con-
demn a schewe like this, which 1s going to
make available thousands of acres of mag-
nificent land, which is going to settle thou-
sands of settlers, which is going to increase
enormously our wealth-production, an< which
will have a vital influence on the problems of
the State. TWhen hon. members c¢ppose a
motion of this character, T am really puzzled
and mystified to ascertain why ther call
themselves a Country party.

Mr. BeeBincTOx : Why don’t you te]l the
people that you are going tc put further
burdens upon them?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

One of the arguments urged by the hon. mem-
ber for Aublgny was, “ Wait until we got
the settlers.” The leader of the Opposition
said, “ Wait and see; the time is not ripe;
go slow.”

My. Vowres: Go slow with your wasting
of money, I said.

The SHWCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
That argument is urged against every propo-
sition we submit—“ Go slow; wait and see;
the time is not rip2.”” That was what the
Right Hon. Mr. Asquith said on the out-
break of the war— Wait and sse.”” Why
was he supplanted by the Lloyd George
Administration? Because of his  wait and
see” policy. A ¢ wait and see” policy is
not going to develop this great State; a
“ go-slow policy” in the matter of land
settlement is not going to place Quesncland
in its proper position in the. sphere of the
Australian nation.

Mr. Vowires : It is only another £2.,000.000!

The SHCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It
will be spent over a good many years; and,
as I bhave alreadvy pointed out, will be
returned five-fold to the Government in the
added value of these lands. We are not going
to spend £2,000,000 in one year; we are going
to spend money on a scheme which is pro-
gressive.  We are not going to wait until the
whole scheme is completed before we make
Jand available. When the scheme is com-
nleted to Baralaba Creek we shall settle
hundreds of sottlers. While we are continu-
ing that great scheme we shall be getting
revenue and providing for the complete
scheme which I mentioned this afternoon.
The hon. member for Aubigny asked, ¢ Where
are the settlers coming from?” DMoving
round Queensland as Secretary for Railways
I have comie across young men and women,
the sons and daughters of settlers, who
ask where they will get the opportunity
of taking up land on reasonable terms—strong,
energetic young men and women, possessing
all the qualifications necessary to make them
good scttlers and good citizens. When we
endeavour to malke available to those young
Quecenslanders the lands necessary to enable
thern to make a succass of their lives and
to help the State, we have this chstructive
criticism continued from sabout half-past &
this afterncon. I do not mind it in a sense,
[Ton. members opposite have a perfect right
to exercise their rights in this Chrmber; but
I cannot understand the attitude of the Onrpo-
sition on these big questions of public policy.
It was the same with our cotton-growing
scheme, with our Burnett and North Coast

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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line completion scheme—there
pathy, no assistance en to us; but all
the suggestions of parts ponhc Jd advantage
were urged against myself and against my
colleagues.

was o sym-

Mr. BeringTon: Deeause

vou bungled
verything you undertook.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Druyton is nothing but
a political bungler. e ought to ke op _quied
orn a question like this. Iie butts in ou
every question submitied to thiz C vhe
He ought to rese his remarks for buiter
and cheese—those th‘nga to which he has
devoted his life.  We are acting wuwron
the reports of experts, and it is no goed for
the hon. membe to call those experts
bunglers, because they are competent men,
who have devoted their lives to water conser-
vation and irrigation and to allied problems.
They are well able to advise the Governmeng
on a matter such as this

1

[he criticism has been of a remarkably con-
tradictory nature. The hon. member for
Normanby, in whose electorate thix scheme
will be developed, supported it. One or two
others acted similarly., but the majority of
hon. members opposite Lave displayed a
spirig of hostilitv which, I hope, will not be
carried to the point of a vote. The hLon.
member for Warwick spoke about the Mount
LEdwards scheme and the Via Recta. Ide
would spend £1,000,000 on bLuilding the Via
Recta, but. because this ‘»:-’ > going to
be inaugurated in Ce and he is
going to opp()ae 1t, dmmld ¢ i, and attack it.
¢ is the pohcv of decentral-

[9 p.m.] 1isation that hon. nwembers oppo-

site talk about? How can wvou
carry it out by hasmg everything centralised
in Southern Queensland,  Consideration must
be applied to Ceatral Quecnsland and to
Northern Queensland. If 1t is right to advo-
cate the expenditure of £1,000,000 on the Via
Recta, surely the Central district has a right
to a reasonable an‘ount of (\poncu‘ruu on
water conservation and irrigation? The
argumtents by hon, 1"\0*7110015 01)p0>1‘re are
illogical and contmdlctm‘ to a degrec. It is
sald that we should ““ wait and sce.”  Wait
and see” how things develep during the next
two or three *mr=' The scheme will take
years to develop. We cannot materialise the
scheme by magic; it must be laid down and
developed degree by degree.  When this
scheme is developed it will eclipse all pre-
vious efforts made to develop the Dawzon
Valley country.

Mr. G. . Barxus:
man is eclipsed.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Th-'- hon. member for Warwick will be
eclipsed long before I am eclipsed. I have
not been in this Chamber so Ionq as he has,
but T have been here a good while. The hon.
gentleman is supposed to be a Christian

Vhen the hon. gentle-

gentleman, but he malms some very
tian remarks. I do not want to sec any-
one cclipsed in the personal sense, because I

think it is very ]:dmfm ] mav \’V]“h to see
members eclipsed in a political sense, but
not in a personal sense.  Various arguments
have been used that should not have been ueed
in the debate against the adoption of this
scheme. Tt has been argued that we should
provide for a big immigration policy before

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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starting a water conservation and irrigation
scheme. Is not this motion the commence-
ment of that neccssary immigration scheme ?
We must provide a scheme, and, if we pro-
vide a natural asset and natural advantﬂges
people will flow here according to the naturai
iaw that they go where conditions are best.
They will flow to Queensland from other
States, where land 1s more highly priced
than here, and where conditions are not =o
1'1\0111(1})]0. and they will low from the other
side of the world when the land is available
and we can accommodate settlers. A remark-
able argument has bheen used to the effect
that the Government are making too much
land available.

My, CORSER:
that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Aubigny said that we
could not accommodate the settlers.

Mr. Moore: No; I said we should com-
plete one scheme first.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
We will carry on concurrently the building
of the railway and also the construction
of the irrigation scheme, For how many
years has this question been debated in
the Queensland Pariiament and nothing has
been done? We have taken action. Hon.
members oppesite say there is too much
radium in our policy. An elestric current is
running right through our public works
policy, and then hon. members opposite say
CWait and see.”

There was no suggestion of

Mr. BeesingroN: You arve not getbing any
relurn for rour money.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. grntleman cannot buttress and sup-
port his statement.

Mr. Moorr: What did the Commissioner
for Railways say in his last report?

. The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
I can say what the Commissioner sald in his
speech to the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Moore: What did he say in his lest
report ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
He said amongst other things that for the
vear 1914-15 w had three employees per mile
of railwar, and in 1921-22 we had only 2.71.
That is an indication of management. Yet
it has been urged against this proporal by
the leader of the National party that there is
a railway deficiency.

Mr. Moore: What did the Commissioner
say about seftlement and railway construc-
tion?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Hon. members opposite say that their policy
is that railways should precede settlement,
and vhen we attempt to carry out such a
policy we have hostile objection urged agsinst
this proposal.

Mr., Moore: What did the Commissioner
say with regard to land settiement?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Commissioner pointed out that the
reason for the existence of the position the
hon. member for Windsor referred to is
because we have not increased freights and’
fares in proportion to our increase in work-
ing expenses. He shows that the gross
revenue per employee is greater now tham
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under the administration of the Government
representing hon. members opposite, and
that the number of employees per mile of
railway is less now than under that Adminis-
tration. That is the test. It would be casy
to make a profit out of the railways by
increasing fares and freights.
My, Epwarps: No.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We
have not dobie that. It has been argued that
a deficiency is an indication of mismanage-
ment. The number of men per mile of rail-
way and the gross revenue per employee is a
good test as to whether the railways are
being satisfactorily and efficiently managed.
I think that the argument used by hon. mem-
bers opposite—that we should make provision
to ascertain where the settlers are, and that
we should make provision to develop a big
immigration pelicy before starting this
scheme—is not sound or logical. This motion
is the very preparation for the settlement
of the land by the sons and daughters of
farmers in Queensland, and, when the land
is made avallable by this great water con-
servation and irrigation proposal, immigrants
will come here. QOur late Governor, the late
Sir William MacGregor, was a constant
advocate of a water conservation and irriga-
tion scheme in Queensland. It has been
talked of by hon. members opposite; but,
when action is attempted, we find the same
old obstruction, the same resistance when a
proposal is introduced into this Assembly.

Mr. G. P. Barnes: We say that you are
everlastingly changing your love.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member is wrong. Qur love Is
constant and invariable in a political sense.
We are going straight on with the policy we
promised when we were returned to power.
We are going on with the scttlement of our
sugar lands and our lands for the cultiva-
tion of cotton, and our general policy which
means so much for the allied problems of land
settlement, irrigation, and production. All
these problems are interlaced. They are all
indirectly involved in this motion. It has
been suggested in a very mean and low-
spirited sense that this line is proposed for
party political purposcs. It was said by
Emerson—our remarks of others are a reflec-
tion of our own characters. That could be
applied appropriately to hon. members
opposite.

Mr, PrrErsoN: The Home Secretary said
in Rockhampton that the money would be
used to ‘“sink” me.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
This line has been under consideration for
years, and the hon. member for Normanby
knows that.

Mr. BranD: It has only been brought for-
ward recently.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member knows that is quite
incorrect. If he reads the reports he will
sec where survey work and necessary pre-
liminary work has been done time and
again, and that work has been advanced suffi-
ciently to cnable definite action to be now
taken. The Rockhampton commercial and
business men during the last carnival
brought out a special pamphlet booming this
great scheme and showing what it would
mean to Central Queensland, to the whole of
Queensland, and to the nation. But hon.
members on the other side condemn any
action of the Government for a purely party
political advantage. .

[19 SEPTEMBER.]
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_ Mr. Perersox: I hope you will get on with
it as soon as possible,

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
There is no doubt about that. This is a
link in the immigration scheme. Tle remarks
of hon. members opposite along the lines I
hfiv:} mentioned seem to be a cloak for
their own action in showing party political
opposition to this motion. Thy are opposing
this motion in a party spirit, and, in order to
camoufiage their action, they are accusing
the Government of party action in intreducing
the motion.

o Mr. BRAND : The Home Secretary suggested
it.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS: I

do not know so much about that.

-

Mr. EDWIRDS : You cannot got away from
the argument that it is a good thing to finish
the pres ut rvailways first.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAVYS: We
ave finishing railways. That is a variation of
the gencral argument of hon, members oppo-
site. The hon. member for Nanango is not
objecting straight out to the scheme, but he
sezllys the moncy ought to be spent somowhere

HE.

. Mr. EDwarps: I say it ought to be spent
in completing the present ratlways,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member for Bowen pointed oub what
we are doing in that respect. We have
completed the line from Rockhampton ‘to
Mackay; we have completed tie line from
Bowen to the Bowen coalfield; we shall in a
fortnight complete the linc from Mount
Edwards to Kalbar, and by the cnd of the
year we shall have the Murgon Proston line
completed. We are fast pushing on with
other lines to the point of complction. The
present dead capital invested in our railways
18 no greater under this Government than it
was under previous Governments. What was
the great cause of the dead capital in Queens-
land for some years? Why did we have to
close down on the Murgon-Proston line, on
the North Coast line, and on other schemes ?
Because of that fiendish, devilish boycott to
prevent us getting money overseas. Hon.
members Opposite may attempt to deny their
responsibility for that boycott, but they
helped 1, and the State suffered in conse-
quence of it, and the Railway Department in
particular. . We had to close down on many
schemes which we would have comploted years
ago but for that boycott. Generally speaking,
the high percentage of dead capital in con-
nection with our railways was caused by the
closing-down policy which the money boycott
led to; but since we have been able to get
money in the American market we have
recommenced work in many places, we have
completed work in many places, and we are
rapidly catching up with arrears of work.

Mr. B1zer: Does that account for hanging
up the work at the Ipswich Railwayr Station?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
have pointed ouf time and again the reason
for the hold-up of th= various jobs.

Mr. S1Er : Silence on that point,
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It

is not silence. We could go on indcfinitely
discussing these matters,

Mr. S1zer: You would not like to have to

“reply.

Hon. J. Larcombe.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I

would advise hon. members that there is a
limit to time, and T want to get through my
remarks as ow(‘klv as possible. It is puzzling
for hon. members on this side of the Chamber
to know reaily what to do to please hon.
members opposite.  If we have no active
policy hon. menibers opposite howl; yet, if
we cominence a vigorous policy, hon. mem-
bers opposite are miserable in their criticism,

and ‘hm attack the Covernment. It does
not matter what we do, ther will hate us
politically to the end of "the chapter, but we

arc going on with our policy. We are not
going to mould our policy to suit hon. mem-
bels opposite, because they would attack us
for adopting any policy we were prepared to
follow, even though it were suggested by the
leader of the Opposition. It has been said
that we should look after present settlers
before proceeding to spend money on new
schemes. We arc doing both. We are locking
after present settlers on the land and we are
devd')pmg new schomes, Reference has been
made to advances to settlers. The present
Government, since they have been in power,
have advanced to seftlers in Queensland
£1,750,000. That is a big som compned to
the sum that was advanced during & corres-
ponding period by hon. members opposite. If
we look up the Lands Tstimates and the
Agriculture Estimates, we find abundant
procf that the Government are not neglecting
present settlers in order to carry out a polley
such as we are developing at the sent timne,
We are running them side by side.

Mr. Epwaerps:You sent cut the Public
Works Commission, and they have approved
of guite a number of lines, and now you
suggest you are going to build this line first.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY
Some schemes take a long time to dev olop
and the question of the Telative degree of
importance has to be considered. W’hen the
hon. member called on me in regard to the
Murgon-Proston line, did he not get a
favourable reply?

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member got the work commenced,
and he was very pleased with it at the time.
Hon. members are always pleased if we carry
out their own personal views.

Mr., BranD: Don’t you think it was your
duty to complete that line?

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS:
That is a different viewpoing altogether. Ilon,
members opposite are quite prepared to
oxpress their personal appreciation; but, when
it comes to making a political pomt m this
Chamber, they are not prepared to give the
credit t]ley are prepared to give personally
and individually.

Reference was made by the hon. member
for Aubligny to the suitability of the soil.
I do not want to refer in detail to the report
of the Public Works Commisdon, but the
hon. member for Aubigny will find on page
4 of the report the remarks of Mr. Shaw.,
assistant hydraulic engineer, and he will find
thme that Mr, Shaw points out that the soil
is of excellent quality, very satisfactory, and
much superior to similar soil in other parts
of Australia.

Mr. Mooge : I was not talking about quality,
I was talking about the quality of the soil for
irrigation. TIs it porous?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I

will quote some of the remarks of Mr. Shaw

[Han. J. Larcombe,
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on this question. I have frequently pointed
out that hon. members scem to_expect me to
give all the evidence that has been given in
the reports. I assume, when all these reports
are available, that thoy are read by hon.
members and that it is superfluous for a
Minister to give the details cor'talne 1 in these
reports. EV“U point that bhas buen raised
is replied to in the reports of the Commis-
sioner for Railways, the Public #Vorks Com-
mission, or in that report which was signed
by the experts from the Lands Department,
the Hydraulic Engineer’s Departinent, and
the Railway Department. Inter alia, DMy
Shaw says—

““ As the contour survey of the irrigable
area commanded by gravitation has pro-
gressed, soil samples Thave been collected
and submitted for analysis, Though the
chemical constituents dili'er, some samples
being more clayey than others, and the
colours are not alike, the resuits evidenen
great similaritv. and all have been most
satisfactory.  Whore the per\ont'me of
clay is somewhat hlghm a large propor-
tion of coarse and medium sand insures
an open texture, which is confirmed by
good capillarity.”

“1t is considered by the Agricultural
Chemist to be most suitable for irriga-
tion purposes, with abundance of mineral
plant foods in readily available form.”

I think that that meets the point mentioned
by the hon. member for Aubigny. The soil
is good for irrigation purposes. I will quote
the rest of the paragraph—

“In comparison with analyses of other
Queensland soils, and also of samples
from irrigation settlements on the
Murrumbidgee and RMurray Rivers, the
Dawson River land is easily first—first
for silt contenf, humus, nitrogen, and
phosphoric acid, and equal to the best
of the others in lime and potash. The
clay content 1is higher than in the
Southern soils, but the presence of good
qualities of coarse and medium sand
ensures an even texture, and a sub-
stratum of gravel and sand provides
underground drainage.”

Mr. Moorr: That is just where the
trouble is. Gravel and sand are two of the
worst things you could have in an irrigation
area.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Do you speak from experience?

Mr. Moore: Yes, from practical experi-
ence.
The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS

It is a peculiar position if hon. members
oppesite, who are laymen, are going to pub
their opinions against that of an expert.

Mr. Moore: We have practical experi-
ence in irrigation.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The experts have scientific training, and
they absolutely disprove what %the hon.
member says. Mr. Shaw says further—

“ Chlorine is very low both in the
soil and the water of the Dawson River,
and there appears to be little danger
from this source, which has proved a
serious drawback to many 1rrigation
settlements.”

The evidence of Mr. Shaw indicates that the
soil and conditions generally are more satis-
factory in Qucensland than in other States
where irrigation is carried out satirfactorily.
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They are building in the South for the future,
and we are bullding in Queensland for the
future.
we just legislate for the present generation,
we  should richly deserve criticism later.
We are custodians for the future, and have
to build in such a way that land scttlement
and other schemes will be developed so that
the State ¢an receive the impetus in rela-
‘tion to population and progress that ifs great
wealth demands.  There are scveral other
points that have been mentioned in the
debate, but I close with the few remarks
that I have made. I am really unable to
understand the hostility that is being shown
to this policy of decentralisation—to this
policy of wealth production, to this irriga-
tion, immigration, and settlement policy, to
the different phases of policy which are
embraced in this motion.

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): Mr. Kirwan—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member should have risen before the Min-
ister replied.

Mr. VowLes: Suppose he got up before
and you did not catch his eye?

The CHAIRMAN : T would like to point
out to the leader of the Opposition that I
looked round before I calle:d upon the
Minister, and I did not notice anyone rise.

Mr. Notr: I waited to see if anybody got
up.

'll'he CHAIRMAN : That is the recognised
ruie,

Hon. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I do
not rise to say that your ruling is abso-
lutely wrong, Mr. Kirwan, but frequently
during the Committee stage this practice
has been allowed. Just a few evenings ago
I spoke after the Minister had replied. I
would ask you to look into the matter and
sec whether the hon. member who rose is
to be deprived of the privilege of speaking
on such an important subject. I submit
that the hon, member for Stanler was dis-
tinctly within his rights in rising to speak.
He may, perhaps, have been wanting in
thoughtfulness in not getting up before the
Minister, but that fact of his not getting up
is not sufficient reason why he should be
debarred from speaking, seeing that he rose
before you put the question. I would ask
your ruling on the matter.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): It has been the
custom for the Minister to make several
specches during the course of a debate in
Committee. If a Minister desires to deprive
members of their right to speak, all he has
to do is to get up at any time, and that
terminates the debate. The Standing
Orders were never intended to operate in
that direction. 1 have heard the Secretary
for Public Works make three distinct speeches
in Committce. Hven to-day he made two
distinct speeches during a debate in Com-
mittee. If a Minister catches the Chair-
man’s eye, is that to debar every other
member of his rights? Our Standing Orders
state that every member is entitled to speak
for twenty-five minutes.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members have
not quoted any authority on the point of
order. The usual practice, when an objceticn
is taken to a ruling by the Speaker or the
Chairman of Committees, Is to adduce somo
authority in support of the objection. On
this particular matter, whilst T admit that
there is no definite Standing Order, it is
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still the recognised rule of the House. If
hon. members will jog their memories, they
will find that MMr. Speaker Armstrong and
the present Speaker have given rulings to
this effect.

- Mr. Vowres: Yes, in the House, but not
in Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members will
recognisc that this is practically like a dis-
cussion on a Bill. I do not wish to deprive
the hon. member for Stanley fromn speak-
ing. but I would ask hon. members, in fair-
ness to the Minister, to finish the discussion
before the Minister replics, otherwise the
discussion becomes interminable. I would
like to point out that I waited before I
called on the Minister—and I think the
Minister waited—to see if any hon. member
rose to speak. It is hon. members’ own
fault if they do not claim their right to
speak.

The BSLECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K¢ppel): I have no

desire to deprive the hon. member for
Stanley, who is one of the most courteous
members, from speaking; but I would like
to say that I purposely waited for all hon.
members to speak; and you, Mr. Chairman,
as you state, would not have called upon me
if any other hon. member had beea on his
feet. We cannot have one rule for hon.
members on this side and a different rule for
hon. members opposite. I recollect that you
called upon the Secretary for Agriculture to
resume his seat some weeks back, and allowed
other hon. members to speak before the
Minister was allowed to reply; no one was
allowed to follow him. I am out to assist
the Opposition in the protection of their
rights, but w>» ocught to =tick to one rule
all round.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Nott.

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): On seeing the
Minister rise, I did not rise because 1 con-
sidered that he would receive the preference.
I would like to say a few words on this
important matter of development and
decentralisation. I consider that the building
of railways and irrigation are two methods
of land settlement which are greatly to be
commended, as they will make for the
development of the State and assist in bring-
ing about decentralisation. The question is
whether we can afford to go in for this
scheme in the present condition of the rail-
way service and the financial condition of
the State, The position now existing should
make us very careful in regard to such a
large expenditure of loan money. The
Secretary for Railways said something abous
the Einstein theory and the eclipse of the
sun, but I think the general public and
most hon. members know that the Govern-
ment, so far as financial muddle, inefficiency,
and prodigious expenditure and extravagance
are concerned, have eclipsed all other
Governments up to the present time. The
Secretary for Railways made some reference
to the paucity of development owing to fifty
years of muddling by previous Governments.

If members of the Committee cast
[9.30 p.m.] their minds back seven or ecight

vears, they will sce how Queens-
land was developed, especially in such dis-
tricts as Cairns, Maryborough, Toowoomba,
Townsville, Charters Towers, and other
centres. They will understand that in fifty-
five vears somewhere in the vicinity of
£55,000,000 was spent in Queensland. During

Mr. Nott.]
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the last seven or eight years £35,000,000 has
been spent in Queensland. I would like to
know if we have received the same value for
the money spent in the last seven or eight
years that we received in the previous fifty
vears,

Mr. CorLing: Yes.
Mr. NOTT: We have not received any-

thing like value for money expended in the
last seven years as compared with the pre-
vious period of fifty years. My chief objec-
tion to spending a large amount of money
on new railways and irrigation schemes is
because we have so much unfirgshed, work.
Look at the Treasury Buildings in Brisbane.
They arc not completed yet. The new rail-
way station at Ipswich wnl be an old railway
station long before it is completed. The
work at Mayne Junction and Willowburn is
also incomplete, and therc are many other
Government works all in an incomplete state,
Our system of railways in Queensland should
be completed and linked up into a perfect
system before new lines are started. All the
lines which are at dead ends should be linked
up.  We shall then have enough land for
settiement to absorb auy amount of immigra-
tion for the next four or five yvears, provided
the Government are big enough to go ahead
with a scheme of settling immigrants on the
land. ~ With regavd to building new railwayx
lines, I would like to quote from the report

of the Commissioner for Railways. He says,
on page 1lb—
“From a national standpoint, and

looking to the future, the opening up of
the country for closer settlement by new
railways is desirable, but from the stand-
point of present railway management
there can be no doubt that the construc-
tion of new lines has outpaced the growth
of the traffic.”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
mended this line.

Mr. NOTT: That may
ind the Secretary for Railways that
various (Committees have recommended a
great number of railway lines which were
considered to be necessary before this railway
was brought in. They “are railways which
could be constructed at considerably less
expense and which would give a quicker
money return, which in a State like ours
would mean a great deal. We heard the
Secretary for Railways talk about the
evidence of Mr. Shaw, the cxpert, and his
report on the quality of the soil. I am sure
the Minister, as well as members of this
Committee. has seen a great number of errors
in various expert reports. I cannot do better
than quote the soldier settlements. The
experts reported that the land was favour-
able, but we have. a number of soldiers
settled on areas on which they find it almest
impossible to raise one oomnemms crop. We
know the diversity of soil that exists thl(‘d"‘h
out Queensland. In some lands in the Roma
district they have wheat and sheep land on
which' they could produce erops for 10.000
years without manuring, whereas the soldicrs
are zeottled on land which will not grow one
commercial crop. In regard to irrigation, it
is not ouly the richness of the soil that has to
be looked to, but it is more Important that
the machanical condition of the soil should ba
looked to to see if it is suitable for periodical
flocoding and that sort of thing, There must
bhe a good suksoil, and the subsoil must be
U dLeU that the soil will not sour. Hon.

[Br. Nott.
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members have referred to the costliness of the-
Yanco irrigation area in New South Wales.
There is no doubt that it has been particu-
larly costly, although the work done there has.
proved a great lesson for New South Wales
and the rest of Australia. The soil there
will stand continual flooding without any
danger of souring. Ior that reason it makes
thqt particular ]ocal ty very safe from an
irrigation point of view. 8o far as irrigation
and production of crops there are conouncd
the possibilities arve very great. At the same
time, I think we can get greater value in
Qucm)sland from fodder conservation rather
than from irrigation. The irrigation schemes
in  Queensland have been tremendously
expenzive, and until we can afford it we
should not embark on any new scheme. In
the present state of the finances we can get
a great deal more value for our moncy bv
linking up and completing our railway sys-
tem, and also by a comprehensive sy stem of
fodder conservation. In the good seasons we
produce more fodder than can be consumed.
1 agree with the Secretary for Railways that
it is a pity that something was not done in
regard to irrigation schemes and the locking
of our rivers in years past, because it would
have given us a good deal of information at
the present time. We should not embark on
expensive schemes such as are at the present
time contemplated. Tt seems to me that,
when the schemes are in working order, it is
going to be a very great di fﬁca]ty to obtain
peopk to settle on the land. It is all very
well to say that people will flock to Queens-
land from here, there, and everywhere; and
it is all very well to say that a Jarge number
are flocking from the other States at the
present time. I am satisfied that before you
can induce a number of settlers to come to
Queensland you will have to satisfy them
regarding the conditions so far as making a
living are concerned, and it will be no use
setﬂmw them on land like we have settled the
soldiers during the last six or seven years.
If the present rallw"tv systems are connected
up and made a perfect scheme, T am con-
vinced that there is acces:sible land for a
good many thousands of men adjacent to our
present lines without going very far afield.

With regard to the dam site, if the Govern-
ment interd to go on with relief work, it
would be a very great improvement upon the
prosent svstem of ¢giving relief rations or
doles if they sent the men up to build dams
or locks on the rivers, and in the cuse of
married men I do not know why they “should
not pay them one-third of their” earnings and
send the other two-thirds to their wives and
families.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 do not
want the Minister to ﬂurﬂ' that I want to
speak merely for the sake of speaking after
him, Tw ould hardly like to spend any time in
ing to prevent anvbody from building a
If the country is any good, and there
I would

tr
railway.
is any prospect of settlement there,
not like to say that any railway should
not be built; but. on the other hand, it may
b a burden on the settlers in the district.
I{ the railway is worth building for the sake
of the oountr'f alene, then build it by all
means; but do not add to that somet}ﬂnfr
like a couple of m]lhom for an lirrigation
scheme, for, so far as I know, it is proposed
to spend nearly £2,000,000 on -blecking up
a creek,

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :

1t.

You are opposing
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DEACON: I am not. I have heard
only the evidence given in this Chamber,
and it has not been proved that the men who
are going to settle there are going to be able
to pav for this huge expenditure, though it
may be quite pos:ible that they may do so
m time. I am quite willing to admit, as the
hon. member for Bowen <aid, that T de not
know anything about surar lands or about
irrigating sugar lands; but I underitand that
this is not sugar land, «nd that it is going
to raise wheat, maize. cotton, and fruit.
Well, it will not pay to grow wheat by irri-
gation—that has been proved in many other
places. So far as I understand the position,
the rate to be charged will be aliout £5
per acre. You could not got a velurg of £5
an acre from good wheat land.

Mr. HarTLEY: Why?

Mr. DEACON: Because it is not in it.

Mr. Hartiry: You are talking about the
Darling Downs, with 13 bushels to the acre.
We are talking about 40 bushels.

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member could
prove himself by coming on to the Downs
and farming a bit.

Mr. Hantrey : That would be the last place
I would go to. I ncver hear such a lot of
moaning as on the Downs.

Mr. DEACON: At any rate. the people
in the Dawson Valley do not find it payable
to grow wheat. They will rot find it profit-
able to grow maize at £5 an acre. and it
has not been proved yet that we are going
to make cotton-growing a success under anv
condition=, It all depends on the world’s
prices.  And there are a great many arcas
of land close to markets, which it is not neces-
sary to irrigate, on which fruitgrowers tell
me it is not easy to make fruitgrowing pay
well; and they do not have to pay £5 an
acre rent. )

Mr. Corrixg: Who pays £5 an acre rent?

Mr. DEACON: I uanderstood the hon.
member for Bowen to say it would cost £5
an acre.

Mr. Corrins: That is for water.

Mr. DEACON : It does not matter whether
vou pay £6 per aecre for land or water, so
long as you have to pay it. It is a tax on
vour land. The Goveranment are not going
to supply the water for nothing, anyhow.

Mr. Harriey: You ought to be put in
Goodna for a month to get sane.

Mr. Corrins: I said 8s. 4d. per month, or
£5 a year.

Mr. DEACON : It may be possible to pay
that for sugar land, but it is impossible for
wheat land. Ilon. members should go up and
try to get a living there, then they weuld
know that it was nonsense.

Mr. Brexxax: Do they not pay £15 an
acre on the Downs?

Mr. DEACON: They do not.

Mr. Brennaw: They did
Canning Downs.

Mr. DEACON: They do not pay it for
wheat land; they may pay it for lucerne
land. We have admitted that those prices
arc too high.

Myr. BRENNAN:
knocked them out.

Mr. DEACON : It does not matter whether
you are knocked out by drought or by the
financial burdens you have to pay. What
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does it matter to a man whether yvou choke
him or knock him on the head? Is it not
the same to him? (Laughter.) If the land
is good enough to sell to the people without
the irrigation scheme, build the railway.
There is plenty of land in Queensland need-
ing railway communication on which this
£2,000,000 could be spent. We know that the
Inkerman irrigation scheme cost more than
the original estimate. There is not an irriga-
tion scheme in Australia which has not cost
more than the original estimate, and, except
in intensive areas, not one is paying. Fruit
and lucerne are being grown in special
areas, and irrigation is being made to pay.

Mr. Harrzy: Why cannot they do it on
the Dawson?

Mr. DEACON: Where is your market?

Mr. Cooper: You will never get to market
until you get a railway.

Mr. DEACON: You cannot put that price
on the land and make it pay. Even in the
best seasons, when you get water for nothing,
it will not pay to have an annual rent of
£5 on the land. A drought comes now and
again, but this wiil have to be paid every
year whether you use the water or not.
The money should be expended to the best
advantage on railway construction where we
can settle more people. I could show a lot
of places in my clectorate where railways
would par well, and which cost a lot less
than £2,000,000. Some of the best land in
Australia is there waiting for settlers, and
it should be made available by railway
commubnication.

I think the Minister said that the progress
of the State during the last seven years has
been greater than it had been for fifty years
previously. He can say that, but it is impos-
sible to prove it. The citics were all here
seven years ago. All the settlement that now
exists, with the exception of that in a few
spots, was here seven years ago. What settle-
ment has taken place has been brought about
by the people, without any help from the
Government.

Mr. Srorrorb: Fvery mile of railway has
helped to build Brisbane.

Mr. DEACON: I quite agree with the
hon. member for Mount Morgan. I am glad’
to sec that I have somebody on that side
with me.

Mr. W. Coorer: Yet you are opposing the
railway.

Mr. DEACON:

railway.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I just want to
say a word in reply to what has passed for
criticism on the part of hon. members
opposite.  Only one thing is consistent about
it—the inconsistency of the views that they
have advocated. They are all in favour of
railway construction, but thev are opposed
to this railway. They would like a railway
for irrigation purposes; but, instead of
having it in the Dawson Valley, they would
like it at Mount Edwards, or some other
place in the Southern Division. I can only
come to the conclusion that most of them are
against the railwav becaus2 it is not going
to bring grist to Brisbane. That seems to
be the position of hon. members, who are
presumed to be advocates of the interest of
the farmers., If these hon. members are not
unique in their inconsistency, I do mnot
know who are. The hon. member for
Stanley said he did not believe in spending
this money on water  conservation; he

Mr. Hartley.]
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thought it would be too much money to
spend on that, but it would be a great
thing to spend it in the conservation of
fodder and the building of storage and silo
facilities, What sort of stupid talk is that?
The more fodder we can use the greater
will be our wealth production in the way of
live stork, sheep, and cattie. The more water
there is couserved the more fodder we can
produce.  In other words, the hon, member
objects to insurance in fodder against drought
by water conservation, but prefers to store up
the fodder against the drought.  That is about
the best sample of a contradiction of
cconomic factors that cver I have heard from
an hon, member. The hon. member for
Cunningham said that if this proposal were
one merely to build a railway to bring the
produce from the land he would support it;
but as it is also in connection with the con-
servation of water he is against it, because it
will be too costly to enable the farmer to
produce at a profit. There is another
absurdity. At the present time this land is
productive only on a large scale in connec-
tion with grazing interests. With water it
can become productive on a much greater
scale and for a greater number of people.

. When he talks about wheat not

110 p.m.] being giown in the Central dis-

tricts he shows, although he is a
wheat man, that he knows very little about
the history of wheat. The country inside and
outside of the irrigation area will be first-
class wheat country. In the Central district
we grew the record wheat crop of Queens-
land—that was at Gindie—yielding 45 bushels
to the acre.

Mr., BeBiNnGTON: How many acres?

Mr., HARTLEY : It was a big crop and
a big yield. 1 do nct remember the number
of acres offhand. I rose to speak because of
the miserable insinuation by the hon. member
for Warwick that the Government were
constructing the railway with the object of
winning the Normanby election. The hon.
member for Normanby, when he was on this
side, advocated this irrigation scheme in
most glowing terms. That is the best refuta-
tion of that statement.

Mr. CORSER (Busnctt): Hon. members
opposite state that we are opposed to this
railway. I am wnct against 1t, and from
what 1 have heard from hon. members on
this side I know they are not opposed to it.
But this scheme means an expenditure of
£2.,000,000.

The SecrETsRY FOR Rainwavs: The railway
proposal does not.

My, CORSER: This scheme is only the
forerunner of further cxpenditure. The hon.
gentleinan stated that the railway would not
be constructed unless the irrigation scheme
was carried into eoffect, and that will mean
an expenditure of £2.000,000. I cxpressed
my disappointment this afternoon that, in
introducing a scheme for railway construction
involving £2,000,000, no immigration policy
or huge lard settlement policy was also
included to settle men on the big Upper Bux-
nett lands.

The SECRETSRY FOR RAILWAYS:
foundation of it.

Mr. CORSER: The foundations have
already been laid. Railways have been com-
menced in the Burnett arca. There are men
in Queenslavd to-day who want farms, and
the Government will not let them have them.
In 1913 certain farms were specially laid out,
and to-day men are turned away from the

{Mr. Hartley.
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Lands Department because they cannot got
farms. The Government want to open this
huge territory of millions of acres in one act.

Mr. Brexxyan: They would pick the eyes
out of it.

Mr. CORSER: No. The hon. member
should know that there were only certain
arcas designed and handed to the Crown.
We want a scheme to provide facilities for
the men there, and to provide money to
supply them with water. Do not say after-
wards that there is no monecy for water.
Theve is plenty of room there for our own
people and for people from the other side of
the world. I was disappointed that there
was not a huge scheme te bring about pros-
perous settlement in both areas. The Govern-
rent are building railways, but they are not
showing how settlers arc going to have a
fair ¢ go.”

Question put and passed.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com-
mittee had come to a resolution.

The resolution was agreed to by the House.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
10 p.m.





