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TUESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER, 1922. 

T_he SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bcrtram ldaru) 
took the chair at 11 a.m. ' 

APPLICATIO:\' TO YOTE IW PROXY. 

The SPEAKEH: I have to announce that 
l h .v.P t~H dn\· rccPived tho followiniT mGdical 
cc·rbf1ca '" from Drs. M organ Lane and 
Ell1s. Murphv, and a notificeotion under the 
provisv,n:;:. of tlv' I.A~~~·i~la.H,~e AssP".Tll'.llv Act 
Anwndm<·nt. Act. of 1922 from the Hun W 
McCormack :- · · · 

"To thA Honourable the Speaker of the 
Legi~lative AssemLly of Queensland. 

[ .iV1 r. Pletcher. 

"\Ye ::.iorgan Lane and Ellis ::.1urphy~ 
lre·allv' quahJied medical practitioners, 
h;~eL}· C~'rtif_y that the Honourable· 
\Villiam lYicC.:ormack, memlwr of the 
Legisl>ttivo Assemble of Queensland for 
thP electoral district of Cairns, is in such 
a state of ill-health, through no fault on 
his part, that he is unable, and in our 
opinion \vill, during a period of two 
weeks from the date hereof, be unable to 
attend any sittings of the House without 
gravely endangering his health. 

·· Given under our hands, at Brisbane~ 
this ainetcenth -da;, of September, 1922." 

" NloRGAN LANE, 

" A legal!:- qualified medical practitioner. 

" ELLH3 ::VlURPHY, 

"c\ legally qualified merlicalpr>ictitioner." 
"To the Honourable the Speaker of the 

Legislative Assembly of Queensland. 
"I. \Yilliam l\fcC{lrmack, member of 

the Legislatin Aseembly of Qu-eensland 
fm the eloetoral district of Cairns, herel:iy 
notifv YOH t,hat I have cndea\· ~nued to· 
:-::L't ,u·e, and, through no fault on 
my part, have failed to sncure a 
' pair' during thP prriod of two '"·?cks 
from tlw date hereof; and I hereby 
further notifv vou tlmt I desire to vote 

'3 a membc'r 'at every sittings of the 
Hu:>-;e and of every Committee of the
".Vholn Houso by n1cnn,?l of a proxy---.. 
namelv the Honourabk Edward Granville 
Theocln're, member of !he Legislativ(Ol 
As-cmblv of Queensland for the electoral 
district 'Of Ghillagoe, or, if the ea id the 
Honourable Edward Gram·ille Theodore 
i~ nt,t present, by another proxy-namely, 
rho Honourable Alfred Jamn Jones, a 
member of tho Legislative Ass~m~ly o~· 
Queensland for the electoral distnct of 
Paddington. 

"Given under my hand. at Brisbane, 
;1-,is nineteenth dav {lf September, 1922. 

c " IY. J\1CCORlllACK. 

" A member of the Lq·islatin: l\.se?m~ly 
of <;lueen~\and for the eleetoral distrJCt 
d Cairns. 

DECLARATJO)c; BY :VIR. SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require
nwnts of the Legislative Asr;embly Aet 
Amc: .. lmcnt Act of 1922. I d,•clarc that I am 
sa risfi< cl that the mattei·s stated in the 
notifir ~~tion received bv n1e thiE day from· 
the Hen. IV. :'<1cCormack are true. 

C\TVERSITY SITE BILL. 

IxrTfATIO:-< Di Co1niiTTRE-

iJir. Kincrm, Brio·bane, in the chair-) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTIO:\' (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda): 
I l ·_•g to n1ovc-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduce-d to m eke provision for the 
(•nlaq;cment of the. University ~,ite, and' 
for other consequential purpose"·· 

The d?mcmd for m r·nlargement of the 
Cniv0rsitv site has be0n before us for son1e 
t1mf'. ThC "conp<::-quPntial pul'poses" referre-d 
to in the n1otion refer to an additional strip 
of land one chain in width f{lr road purposes. 

Qmestion put and passed. 
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The l-Ious<: reeumed. 

The CrrAIIDHX reported that the Comrnith·c 
had r01ne to a resolution. 

Th~~ l'L co1ution \vas agre~"d to by tho I-louse. 

FIRST READIKG. 

Thf' RECRETL\RY FOR PUBLlC le\
STRl'CTIO:\" : I beg to present the Bill. and 
D1on:-

" That the Rill be now read a fir· t 
timL." 

Que ,ticn put aul pae.ed. 

The ceconcl reading was made an Ordcc cf 
the Day for tn-niOl'l'O\V, 

\1-ATEH PO\YER BILL. 
S;" ·oxv RE.IDIXG. 

He .. , .. W. FORGAX S:\liTH (Jfackllui: 
The obJcc;. of thrs Brll, as I explained \Yllc-n 
1t ,"as Initiat.cd rn Con11nitteo, is to c:e-.'t,lop 
''vatt)r pOIYPr 1n Queensland. One n1u~t rE-, liPe 
that the inclnc-trial progre•s of this State i.s 
bouud up wiih the obtaining of a plentiful 
t'Upp1y of cheap pcnn:r. At one tirne it used 
to be considered that that countn beetmo 
industr·ially greatest which had 't!w most 
cxtl'L ~i ,, ~ rc•uurcc~ of coal and iron, and to 
that \Ye m'g·ht add to-dav !hat countr" whiclr 
has gTP·lt r;->ource;;; of rh8ap water po\ver. I~t 
is ,rgnific"nt that the countries which in 
re: 0nt :·car- bave most ·dt':~Yeloped their indus
trial resources have been countries which ha Ye 
done so as a n'"Hlt of the development of 
watn power and the estab]i,hmcut of hvdro
elcctric selr~mcs. I need only refer in 'pass
mg to the rndmtrral development >Yhich has 
taken plaec· in Konvay, Canada, and 'omr of 
the Sta tr , of .._·'in1cricn, an cl in Tas1nania. in 
out O\Vll Conunonwealih. Take, for cxaruplc-, 
the dc.-elopmcnt in Canada. I noticed 
reecntl:v in one of the engineering reviews 
that 90 per cent. of the industrial power used 
in that dominion is de.-eloped from \Yater. 
Then we know the number of induotrics \vlric-h 
have been established in Tn,smania as a result 
of the de.-elopmcnt of hydro-Picctrie po; ·cr. 

In 1920 a mr.-c,· was made of QuecrL.]and 
by 11r. Cro,vley, the consulting e-ngineer fol' 
water power purposes. He rpportcd on 
tain an'as which he considered crninentlv 
able for the de\'i,]opment of \\·atcr fJOWU'. 

rPfn·ring n1orp particularly to the Barron nd 
Tully rivers. :\!!aunt Spec, :\liddle Creel;, in 
the J\1ackav di><trict. aud the Dawson ;nc•a .1f 
thC' Fitzro~~. I wonld pojnt nnt that those 
area:.:, ar0 <:apablc of rlerel,oping a pl ?ntifuJ 
"llpply of pOW01', and I wish to quote pas
EHf.:-1 fron1 ~fr. Crow10:(s 1 Ppnrt-

" I rcr01nmend, as the be~t propositioE 
d it' kind in Au,,tralia. the utilisation 
of the Barron Falls; this source of po~ ... rer 
is capablc of prodncing from 2,QQ.J to 
10.000 horee-pO'·' er-2.000 horse-pu\Ycr in 
the ch·i,>st sca,on at 1 10.000 horse-power 
in normal ,eason••. The stabilising and 
ji~·-'l'tasc of the capacity r~ln bo a ,.._onl
r,lishPd hy conEtnrctlng; a dan1 ulJoye the 
fails. ;,gain at co1nparahvely snudl c·l•:-.t. 
owin to great natural advantagt·' The 
< ·,;n::tntctioH of a dan1 would not un}y 
!~reatlv increase the horse-po\v,~r a":~t1hb1e 
throughout the year, but would aleo r,·o
.-ido -a magn;ficent lake at Kurand_,, 
"'·h;f'1l '"otdd ~rcatly enhance the beauty 
,,f this high]~, attractive tourist rc·wrt. 

' The site is an easy one to develop (•n 
arc--ount of its being so close to the (·ou::t 

and the tO\nr of Cairnc,; the co<t of the 
ir{ n~rnif':-ion lin(~ 'vill be• very sn1all, and 
the co"t of extending th0 !itw down the 
.-alley to Dabinrla will prubnbh- be much 
lees than the cost d spec in I plnnts do>Yn 
the <'Cast. 

" If action is taken to utilise this power 
in the sugar-mills of the district. it would 
enable them to double their capacity at 
practically no incrnasc in the cost for 
powf'r." 

" Then the question of starting other 
iudus1rics HllLit bP ron::;idcred, such a~ 
< ,ns.tic, ~1lkali, paper n1ills, reduction 
works for the treniT.Jent of our vast 
'"iuor 1 re<lllr< 'S, all uf which, and many 
1>thers, \\lith cheap power available \vould 
J,e successful, a11d would rapidly transform 
this portion of tbc State into one of the 
gTr•rd t n1anufacturing crntres in the 
Nouthf'l'l~ Hcmisph('rC. The initial cost 
cf installing the necr<sar. plant at the 
Ha non Falls to dcY 'lop~-say. 40,000 
horse-power, o\Ylng to the great natural 
<Hh~antage::;.:, wou1d be YPrv low per horse
po-·,<·1' 'clcndoped. This ail-important 
lJha\'3·' of the proposition is vital to the 
sue~._'(,,~ of any h:·dro-elect.ric r,roposition; 
in this ca:'3c. all th,, factors being advan
t~tg,"Oth and fayonrcblc, succc::;~ is- a'Ssurcd. 

·· Thr: Rarron RiYcr Schm11e is so sin1ple 
that there is no question about it except 
th · one d r -1st. and that can be dcter
niinld nfLr the ::'itv is ~urvcyed and 
lil\-t'sti:..·:aLJ in detail. Thert~ 1s no 
prohlc~1 whatcH-r ccnnectcd wi I h the 
nginPering ~ide of the \vork, and there 

'viU be no difficultv in di"-nosinl2: of the 
c·ur,~nt when it is £tyailab1c~" -

That ~T·,n_·f. i:" Ycry illuminatin[ wjt.h regard 
to the P'"'ibilitic' of the Bcrron RiYPl'. The 
rPport then g-o' , on to cl< a] \rith the Tully 
Rinr and :\Jaunt Sy1r·:'. and the possibility 
,>f the development of :\1iddlc Crr~k in the 
}lar;.~aY cli,,trirt in connPction with the supply 
of elcc,trjc p~"i':('l' to 1-hc ~ug-~.r-mills nf that 
: ren. \Y,, alw note thrrt in the Dawson and 
Fjl7.ro Rivers and (•til-r Rr:'1S ln th0 Souf-h 
t-IJert? ·arP great po''.;ih1litics •xith regard to 
rhe snppl~, of clwap eknric pnw,•r. The Bill 
nrnvidrs for tlw creation of \\'a tor Power 
2.l'C:-. and the conditions g-oYerning- th·'n1: it 
set that out in cl tail. anr1 in tha respect 
c 1n 1)C' e:onP into fullv wht>n \YC' arc in Con1-
mitt~"~ .... ~ \Yhen ;;;;uch V\.'~Jtf'r Power r:reas are 
, t·earrc1~th' interests of local people, of 
rnnr.-;:1.,_ naturally being- C'0YlSflrvecl in connec
:ion with the ~:urv0y nnd ntllisation of those 
"·<>a'--Ilvdraulic Amhoritir, can be f'stab
lishr·<l \Yhirh will opcrah : ndcr the provisions 
nf Orders ln Co1m~il. in t.hr san1P HJ::tnnrr as 
EIP< tyic Anthnritjr:;; ar0 created under the 
provlsion.· of tht: Electric Lig1_lt and Po_V\:er 
Act nf 1E96. Tho"· Ih·rlraulrc Aurhorrtles 
maY be consitut.~d in different \Yavs. The 
Se•.rrta rv for Pub1ic vVorks for 1 he t.irr:e 
bei"g c:an he cnmtitnted !' Hydrauhc 
Antho;·itv if it is thought dcs!l'ablc by the 
Gnv0rnn~ent of the dnv to Pntcr into a, pro
no~!tlon which h 1~ Stat0 eigniflrnnce, and 
~Yhich 1~ to hP considered son1ethinrr in the 
nature of a StatP nndcrhking. On the other 
ha!ld rhcv mav he solely appointed by the 
GoYC';·nmont bv' nr mination. or eololv elect.ed 
b: tb· P]C'ctor,, on the parliarnentar:~ franchrse 
_:_in thf' ~arnr 1nann0r. for exa.n1pi0. as the 
:\1erropolican Water Suppl:v and . S,C:'"?rage 
Board. If a large arc11; shows possrbtlr!Jes o£ 
gnat development, it might be constdered 

Hon. W. Foraan Smith.] 
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" That the Biii be now read a second 
time.'' 

a 
selves 
water power-, 
be given 
and 
be no 
loophole providing that, under certain con
ditions, when local authorities are disinclined 
to take advantage of their rights, private 
enterprise should have an opportunity of 
carrying out that development. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

FORGAN SMITH: Where 
are disinclined to 
will be specially 

Mr. VOWLES: That will mean the 
rowing of money frorr. the Government 
the purpose of carrying out the work. I 
think the limitation of private enterprise is 
one of the factors causing _unemployment in 
Queensland. I do not thmk it should be 
limited any further than is necessary. I 
believe in keeping public utilities for the 
public; but if the public are disinclined to 
control them, then, under proper safeguards, 
private enterprise should be allowed to 
on work which will develop the country 
give a considerable amount of employment. 
I know that is against the policy of this 
Government and more particularly with 
regard to the supply of electric 
During the war money could have 
expended and cevelopment could have 
accomplished, but the Government would 
onlv issue Orders in Council to the local 
authorities interested. In the town which 
I represent we had considerable delay in 
connection with the matter. First of all, the 

not available, and secondly, when 
to constitute a local company, the 

would not give their sanction. 
on, the cost of mat<crial 

when it became apparent that 
to be undertaken, it was found 
cost nearly 100 per cent. 
have cost if the money 
when the Government 

to sanction the scheme. 
blame the Government, because it was 

a war period, but I use that as an 
argument to show that when the money was 
available, the people interested were not 
allowed to carry on as a private concern, 
and the benefit of that utility to the public 

lost, and work which would otherwise 
been created was also lost. I hope 

condition will not arise under this Bill. 
not believe in these monopolies. This is 

something on the lines of the Government 
policy in with the boring; for oiL 
It should open so that the people 
interested able to spend money and 

are against the 

passecl. 

CoMMITTEE. 
(Jir. Kirwan, Bn"sbane, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed, 
Clause 3-" Interpretation "-

HoN. W .H. BARNES (Bulimba) :. I rise 
to protest against rushing the Bill througk 
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D1USt bo 
the local 

\Vater Power Board: 
ot,herw·ise, I am certain, matters vvill not 
move along as sweetly as they ought to do. 
I notice that the Minister representing the 
Crown may, by Order in Council, be autho
rised to act as-

" A Water Power Board constituted 
under this Act, for a water power area;" 

: I take it that in 
Minister refers, as 

obligation is a thing 
c-ease to exist so far 

is concerned. For 
Brisbane Tramway 

that when the pay-
are all made the 

have any control 
representatioa 
in the present 

completed the 
to so far as thia 

concerned. 

That, of course, 
but I can quite 

that the pro
authority has 

financiaily. the 
control. Am I 

('Oil-

on him 
Order 

the 
Power Act, 

then operatin,- ha• 
own business, subject 

to the conditions of the Order in Council. 
Assuming that the public who . are buyi_ng 
light or power from the Hydrauhc A~thonty 
or the Electric Authority have any grievance, 

Hem. W. Forgan Sm1'th.] 
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ii they complain to the Minister that the 
authority is not operating within the ambit 
of the Order in Council. then the Ministct 
has certain powers which he can use in tho 
public in ten ·ts. and <an sec to it that the 
Hydraulic .\.uthority -or the Electric Authority 
carries out the func lions for which it was 
brought into beir.g. Take, for im'anec. the 
position at Southj)Ort. I ha,·c arranged for 
a deputntion for Thursday of this week from 
the Sou'hport Town Council and Chamber 
of Commerce. They complain that they <tr" 
not gett;ng the tr .atment that they ha Ye a 
right to expect under the Order in Council 
grantd to the Elc··tric Authority. 1 do 
not kno•x wheth(T that is the case or not. 
but, if such Electric _\uthorib· is not carry
ing out. its businc·: subject to thf' h'rrrls of 
the Order in Council, then the l\tinictCJ' in 
charge of the Department of Public \Yorb 
has power to call upon the Electric Authority 
to do certain things which ar<> pro· crib·:d in 
tho Order in Council. The MinistN will sco 
that that i, dam;. If the Electric Authority 
under such conditions defies the Order in 
Council. and defies the authority of the 
l\r1inister, them pov;.''~r is glven under the 
general Act for the Governor in Coancil to 
rm Jke the Elect1·ic Authoritv. The same state 
of affairs will exist in rega;·d to a. Hydrculic 
Authority which is e·tablishc:d to distribute 
electricaf energy, If .c sugar-mill whieh 
recciyes electriC P")\vet: fr,)n1 an El<-cctric 
AuthoritY finds that 1t cannot. carry on ' 
its bu.iness properly becaus· it is being 
chargc·cl unfnirlv or if anyone fech that he 
has a rrrievance 'against the authority, it •is 
only right and pr'?per that_ there E<h<;uld J::e 
somcnne to investJgate the1r eomplamts. 1f 
nenssuv, and to make any adjustment. 
A !I thos~ things are e.c't out in the Orders in 
Council grant~,d under any sehcnH'. I an1 
p]eafed to s:' v that it is rarely that it hao 
been nt?C'( ,.,_,ar~ .. to exercise anv of the pO'.'\I"'ers 
contained in' Orders in Cotineil under tht> 
Electric Ligbt and Power Act; but it is 
necessarv for the Government of the day to 
have so.mc authoritv to sec that Electric 
1\uthoriti03 ea rrv or"; their businc;;:;s in thJ 
public intf'rests 'and in th0 way set out in 
the Order in Council. 

Mr. -::\JOORE (Aubi'lwt): I notice the defi
nition of "nnclcrtaking'' reads-

" ' rnclcrtaking-'' includes all works 
and operations nc-cc:.:sary a.nd incident.al 
to th{' carrying into effect the objcc:-; of a 
Bydrrru!ic Aut,hority." 

pret'ume that (1ifl'Prcnt ~chcn1 " .~,in be 
carried on in tho arno ·' n ter area. Fo.:_· 
ingtanrC', in connection , .. ith an irrigation 
:<•home. the, wntcr ~.~:111 he dn.mint'd up in 
the river, and it will be used for irrigation 
purpn;;es. I n1ppo~0 it is int~nrled to Lue thf' 
same water for providing tlectric po\YBr, 
In such a case, will th" two authorities con
C'?:'rnod work in coniunction. or \Yill there be 
one authoritv dealing with electric power 
and another· dealing .with irrigation? The 
bulk of the water may be required for irriga
tion purpo~es. and I would like to know th0 
method the Minister proposes to adopt for 
adjusting the cost when the water is used 
for supplying electric power and when it is 
also used for irrigation purposes. In con
nection with the Tasmanian scheme there is 
no question of irrigation. but in Victoria in 
connedion with the Goulburn Valley irriga
tion scheme a small portion of the water is 
used for supplying electric power. There i" 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

no nt·ovi3ion made there for apportioning 
the ·cost fo1· oloctrioal pmvcr. becau;e the 
who1o schernc \Yas put for\vard as an irriga
tion sche1ne. \Ye are going in for a scherne 
id the Dawson River, and I pro .ume that it 

ill be a double-barrelled scheme to provide 
Loth for irrigation and for electrical power. 
I would like the Minister to give us som~" 
informr~tion as to how he proposes to appor
tion the co·'t in that CMe. If the whole cost 
i, to be pnt on the people who aro using 
tht• \Vater for irrjgation, then it will mako 
~ wnsidcrabl0 difference to them. It should 
ab·. make a rlifference to them if part of the 
et•->t is to be borne by those who are using 
the· w ~ter for ele{·trical power. There seerns 
to b<' no method hv which the cost <an be 
apportioned. lf there is a suf!icient body of 
\Yat0r~ end it is used for both purpose:;, then 
;, ,ohould considerably reduce the cost for 
irri:rntion. I nnd{'rstand that t.here are 
. ~Yf·~ral sch8mC". being- put forvva.rd purely ad 
irrigation schen1es; but where tho water is 
'o b' used for elc.;trical purpcsEs also, and 
·chorD a conflict is likelv to arise b,twecn 
the dual authorities. I ;vould like to know 
what method t.he :Yiinister hrts adopted for 
dcalin:-r with it. 

Ho;.;, \V. FORGA:'-J S::'\IITH: 'The point 
raised b,- the hon. /;'ember for c\_ubig':y is an 
in1portn.nt one. lhe 1nforn1atwn 111 con
nection with this question is tneagrc. The 
hon. r~~.ember apparently has un idea that, if 
w:Jt':-r po1n~r areas are establi.--hed where 
irrigation ar •as are already establiohed, then 
i lwv mav act to the diE<ad,·aniage of the 
irr{'=\"ati-nr1 ::;chcme. Thero is no intention of 
ir.u:rf('ring with the irrigatlon .schrnl_e. r~he 
t~,~- ·} -;ehen1es can be carried on rn conJunction 
cne with the other, and one will help the 
o' her. One can readily understand. t~M. 
when vvator is impounded and held for H'flga.
tion purposes. the people suppliE>d with wa.ter 
will have to parrY the cost of Impounding 
the "':1tcr and trallsfcrring it to the various 
rtlT'a:'i of land to bf-' irrigated. If. ho·wcver, 
the ,,·ater is U'~d for eiectrical pnrpows a,, 
wo11 as to snppl:· indmtria.l plant~. t~on 
ther,, n< "cl be no conflict of au.honty. 
rrherv will be onP source of supply. a?d the 
on , 'chomo can help the other. It Is per
fp;ct,lv oLvious that. if a general schctne can 
L.' brought into orwration. it will be bettc,r 
fro'n an irrigation point. of YiC'W t.h.a.;l fron1 
'"ln ;:~lcctrical point of YH'\V. 1 tlnnK t,hat 

v. ith (H' noint rni:;:ed by th;; h~n. 
The r;:-ht.:; of people ln jrrigat'on 

dl' ''" nro fnll:v conson-ccl in th.J Bill. 

:c\1r. J\'!OOHE (A. "l>irfl:)J); Tlwre is t<notlwr 
,nlnt ir- f'Onnort.ion vvith the dupbc'lto 

·,--.lJI?lnr·. Fer .n1ocb··;rn.l purpose.::. there mw::,t 
b~· continuous ~upply av-ailable f?r !lw 

11 ino· it If there i> an irrtgat!On 
~r-hPJY";' :-~do an .0\' 7rica] ~,~h0rne .'~ welL it 
1n:w h ppen that in ,, dr:< time the peopl,e 
u-,i;H;· the \vatP.:~ £or jrrigation plH'posc~ .·wul 
, ,f'fN·, bProusr their supph- \Yill be cnrt.aiiHd. 

~.1r. GLBDSO~: 1:'h_8 \Yatf'r u :c>d for pen\ r 
. .,.,.PO'~' will br ll'Od after-.' ;~nh f<ll' 
irrigation. 

"'lr. :VIOORE: The hon. member has _not. 
ap,pr ciated my point. \Yater is not. requned 
for irrigation purposes all the year roun<1, 
but ''·ater is required for power purposes n;ll 
the yen round. and it is quite possible that. '!' 
a dry tim0-the ver:< period when ":ater Ill 

needed for irrigation plll·pos <-lt might he 
desired that it should be rut off to supply 
power. 
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:'vir. GLEDSON: It rrcnst be u-c·d all the time 
·for power purpose::.. 

1\Ir. J\lOORE: That is just the point. It 
f"5 jn~.t possible that a large suppl~ nw,y run 
to waste at n peri-od of the yoar whnn it iR 
not r quir _,d for irrin:ation, sirnply beta. the_ iL 
~s required all t!u~ y(•ar round for industrHd 
po1ver purpose~. 

Ic: r. GLrnsol\ : You c ~n gc c ove1 that 1l!' 
haY~ng hro dams. That is a mattur for the 
cngulCcrs. 

~lr. .1\IOOR.E: If v, e arc going fur 
-.clnplication uf danu-:., one above one 
belo1v the poYL'T station .. the difficult) ntay b~~ 
ov-crcornc, Lut ihcrc is no doubt that there 1:-> 
a ri'"k that water needed for irrigation pur
poses rna> havP to ho nsed for the generation 
oi electric 1 pnwcr. 

Ilo:-;-. W. FORG.\2\" S:lUTli (Jla,·kuy): The 
maximum capa.citv of any electrical ;<:home 
will dcpcml on t!P minimum supply af water. 
-:\s thr: \Yater suppl,:-,r varic~ •. it is only natural 
to assume that no engineer \vould bnilcl a 
plant requiring 0011tinuously the n1axirnurn 
supply of water available at any one timc>. 
He would take the minimum supply of water 
ayajla.bie aB detern1ining the capacity of the· 
plant. Suppose that the supply varied 
between quantities c~pablc of giving 5,000 
and 10.000 horse·power at different times of 
the year. It would not be ,afe for him ta 
worl~ on the basis of wat~r §JiYing 10. n00 
horse-po\vcr; he \Yould have to work on the 
.n1lnimun1 of v-;hich he was ah:;olutely certain. 

The point raised by the hon. member for 
Aubign:·~that insuflicient water might be 
<~vnilalJlc for both hydro-elcdric a.nd irriga
tion pur,Jo•c<~is also a detail which \Yill havt' 
-ro be dealt with by the comp"tcnt engine·rs. 
If a supp]_- of water is not corBidcred suffi
<:icnt h ju•tif the er·ction of both a watcr
j)O\vcr plant ar>'l irrigation workRJ it will be a 
rnnttcr fo1· con-.. idr>ration for vvhat purpD'~,o th0 
eupply shall bP utilised. Of course, the poinh 
raiPed b"V thr- hon. n1e1nbcr are yerv interest
ing and .haYc a bearing on the Bill, 'but ,,ally 
t.h"'r should have b en dealt with on the 
Ri'?J1ts in \YatPr and '\Vater Cons('rvation and 
l'tilization Bill. 

;l.h, TA YLOR (H' indsor) : I should like a 
l-ittle 0xplanation from the Minister of the 
dl'fin1tion of " J)Cr:·-)n"-

"' PcrF:on' includes corporation, corn
:'~ny, ar::~ociation, syndicat0, f1rnL part
nership, and local authority." 

Dons th •t mean tlJ<•t it will be competent for 
th Minis\r-:_·, hv Order in C{)unt.:'il, to givr: 
t1Uthorit,:v to a priYatf~ syndicate or r-on1pany 
of invr~tors to c 1rrv on+ such \Vork if thev tlrC' 

\Vil1ing to pn1 thci1: n1on~y intrJ it? ~ 
Hon. \V. Fonr \I\' S:mnr: No. Th&t is lhJt 

.eo\ ~:red l-:y ~he definition. 

IIm:. \V IJ. BAR:\'ES (Ruli111 b ·l: I would 
like to a point in connection with th0 
definition of "\York," on page 3, O!l ,,·hich 
the l\1inister touched incidentallY. I refer 
to the claug·pr of divider] ,;ontrol. 'The Rights 
in Water and \Yater Consenation and rtiliza
tion Act is administered bv the Treasurv. and 
it seems that the Treas'ury is the l)rorer 
depar'nwnt. to control this business. Th' 
:\linist-cr, in reply to the hon. member for 
Aubigny, said that there is no danr;er of 
using water for the dual purpose when there 
is not enough. 

Hon. \V. FORGA:' S)!ITH: That is common 
-sense. 

ro". W. B.~R::\'ES: I admit that that. 
i J '"o. but :Y1il'ist\~r has overlooked the 
ff1c:- thJ.t to-da;v nr;p rnay iind a water supply 
\rhirh is used for all purposes. I am quit-e 
~un• '-:wr hon. n1en1bcrs rcprt\'3Pnting \Y0-stern 
cm~ ,titurncics know that under the Rights 
i 11 \Y atr'r and \Yatt<· CorLrrva.tion and Utili?:a-
tion Act- V"l'Y (·'.C'Pptinn was taken by 
:::lation-cv.·nr•r,, the tc ,ting of bore'~. \vhich, 
1l·n· s~id. eanscd tronblc with the How. Quite 
a·H;rt frmn that, the opinio.t \Va" hold that a 

' ·vrhich -;;-;'111 ~·:ivc :o mu~·h ~vnt· r to-day 
later on gl\'C a dimini~hed quantity. 

rr 1H'm h r a m any ye:trs ago 
!:-O:.nc of : ltr.) n1CJnb-·rs of inc{u{red Y. hat 
tb, Pxr'·uu':io•J r( c\]y Tllut wlll be 
on' of the troub1 in \Vest rn Qut~en lan-tl. 

·lr to rnc thr.t thi5 cl·.ns_) 1nay place in 
.lh· of th' Dep:n·tn1(•nt of Pt!blic YVork . .; 

powc-1· { Odtrt::rv ~o tho int£~-rt:~t.:;: of the 
a~ adrnj;li:4f~l'l~d the Tre'1sury. 

au-.:0 I it that. it 1s eBscntial not to 
!l: :'rfPrc Jtl"Un~ of any of the ."..._,heinE.~ 
iHitintccl und.'r this Bill with the artesian 
:J nd Stlh'..rl :_H;ian 1\'J-tcr suppli,-~ of pastoraJ 
p;·opcrti''' I "hink that this Bill and t)-le 
oth-'r Bill I il~Yc mentioned should b0 admm
ister·'d hv onC' department. I do not s,,y 
\\:ldch is thP corn.:.>' cif part..;Icnt. but my ovvn 
impre,sion is thnt the Trca,urv should control 
i rrigntion and hnro·s. The ofi1rcrs who h.:>.ve 
h .3 conirol of this bnsin0s·1 have !wen brom;ht 
U! -in the Trca:·ury, although I admit. thu• 
the" c>uld ]'• tran,fcrr-ocl. Hcwcvcr, w1thom 
111 tl.nv way strf';;<~-ing- which is the right rlcpart
mpnr: I urg·c thai then• should not bedividcd 
<'onLrol. in vi(•w of the gn'at beanng this 
5-;\Jj··rt rnnst haY0 on the development of the 
~tatP. For that reason I irnpres<1 on the 
~iini·'~t'r the irnportance of looking at this 
p.• r 1icular phase of the matter. 

1Ir. KERR (FnoJuera): Will the qity 
E]c.dric Light Company .be. a.. purchasm.g 
authority under the JUnsdJctJon of th1s 
nd:'asurc? 

Hon. \V. FoRG.\X S:IIITH: :;\;o; it is under a. 
different Act 

::\lr. HARTLEY (FitZto?l): The appoint
mcm of a Hvdraulio Authority appcar.s to 
nw to be a 'wr'lknegs in this Bill. This 
me.1wre .. ·ill control hvdraulic power and 
provide far the generation of electrical 
f''ler;;y. 

1-f 011. 1':'. FORGAX S:~nTH: The Hydranlic 
"\ut-hnritv in this instance will be an 
auttwrih: dcalinf!' only with that husimss. 

;IJr. 1-I/IRTLI:Y: The Bill lays down the 
rr1cthod of control for irrigation purposes and 
the creation of electric -d energ:v. It seem~-. 
w tlmt the dPOnition should be altered 
t 1 possihle the crec,tion of a scpa~·ate 
d,--.partment. If th(--. dcvoloptncnt. of ll'rlga
tion }p -Jro-Plcctric ~eh.: mes iJ to proc ~od, 

·(~vidr:nt that no one of the existing 
will be al:le to control the 

new department should l.;-e 
properlv qurrliGrd officers 
hydrauljc and t>lcctrical 

Ho". \Y. FORGA'\1 S:\UTH (:lfrrckay): 
The hon. men1ber for Bulin1ba has raised 
th • qncstion of the difficultv that may aris" 
from overlapping between this and th" 
":bdcpart.mcnt of the Trccasury ror;t;·olling 
'·ater supply i"Cncrally. The defimti?n of 
" \Vork " hero rneans works under tlus Act 
oJClv~that io. to sttv, works that will follow 
as 'the result of n ~ v·a tor power area being 
created and the establishment of a Hydr&ulic 

Hon. W. Forgr.1n Smith.] 
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Au~hur]+·,· to t'xnlc,it tl;e resourc;, of Hw.t 
are:1; :-.o th~!rc ('annat be anJ~ danger such 
as that to which the hon. mcmb.21· rcicn. 
The point ra i~cd hy the hon. n1en1 ber for 
Fitzroy and by the hon. munber for Bulimba 
regarding the nccc .city for baYing proper 
and efficient control and for pr..._·veDting o\·er
lapping, is one 'vhich will have to be gone 
into. The h Jro-olPctric eht me~ n re so 
irnpo:_·tant thai full investigation will have 
to b' n1<1de bcfotc an. enterprise is launchc,J. 

do not "·ant to enter on any scheme for 
utili,;~tion of water that will "peter" 

out in n year or two. The "·hole thing will 
have 7,) Le propPrl:.· reviev.-w1 fror.tl an 
enginel'ring standpoint b~7 L.len having the 
rwcessury knowledge. :\' uturally, in all those 
matters Ministers and Gm·ernn,ente will act 
in accordance with the advice of tho2e who 
}w.YP the l·f',~C'F-,ary knowledge'. 

It is not necessary to place in the Bill the 
provision achocated by the hon. member for 
Fitzrov. If thr Government find it necessarv 
to ust~blish a E.pceial sub-department to cot;
trol the bueine"' effectively, that can be done 
as a matter of administration. The Bill 
large!:· is of an experimental character, and 
com!'quently has to be clastic in order to 
provide for mer !-ing contingencies such as 
lhose rcferrPd to by both hon. memheu. 
There is ample power to create any sub
department. and to obtain the best and most 
expert advice and reports before proceeding 
to engage in any enterprise. 

Mr. VO\VLES (Dalb1f) : I think we all 
a(l'rcc with the l\Iinister that a good many 
dllficulties may arise in the future. It will 
depend upon the wisdom of the Hydtaulic 
Authority, • nd more particularly its advice, 
whetlwr trouble will arise from the divided 
authorih referred l.o bv the hon. member for 
Bulirnba-. \Ye shall liaYe two departments, 
controlld by tv. o ;\1inisters, each of which 
will be seeking to get the be'·t results it can 
-nne frorn watC::_" cons0rvation and irrigation 
nnd the other merely looking for electric 
-current and pO\YPr generally. ·unless we aro 
ver~, carefuL we are going to come to grief 
between the two. It is only natnra! that each 
department ~hould favour schemes \Yhich 
suit its own purposes. The success of the 
scheme wiil depend larrrdy upon ample sup· 
plies of rain water. Tasmania and other 
place''"' d0rin: the-ir v. at er fron1 the snows, 
v;rhich can be depended upon. Evf n at the 
Barron ]Talls droughts prevail at tirnc;, and 
the supply of wah~r is reduced to a 1nlnirHunt. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S:t.IITH: The fitrearn3 will 
be impounded. · 

Mr. \-,-0\VLES: The r.~pacit:-" of thP strcJn1 
:-'·ill "!:e:p~ln_te the 1 po\Y( r, c~nd~ that cctpacity 
1s dcpcnuellt on tne sens,:cn. 1t se.;ms to Jne 
that, nn1e~::i the I-I..,drnulic -~~uthorit, .od~a 
en tl;c. minirrnnn 1 ,~tlJply 1 or, .a.~ any rate, 
someU11np:- a;>jJroacnnlg tne rnillllTIU!n, over 
a serio~ t f vc ;_ s, it is l ikelv t _) strike trouble. 
J .adrnit lh~ t \\ P are dea1i.ng Yi~-ith nr _.ba bi]i
tic~, and thnt thL-=e arc rnatters p~tre!y ror 

<''~pf'rt,. I ft-ar the n1ost froln 
[12 >won] diYidcd authoritv. We know 

there is rivalry hf'~twcen ~·\linisters 
n ganling llH: c·xporlditur8 of 1noncy. If ~'le 
an' g"fJing to ha-.,;p one department lookirtg 
after po\Yf'r. and anoth r adrninisterlng 
irrigation, it i~ only natural that each should 
v ant to get the best results, and between 
the two \VO may have very bad result~ .. 

Mr. BRE:NNAN (Toownomba): The points 
ra.isf'd are intPresting. The Minister has 
.a•sured us that there wiil be no divided 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

autlwrit0. ~either \Vill there be. I think 
ur:dcr this measure the Tre-asurer will 

able to give the power himself. The Bill 
pro1·iJes. in subcJause (3) of clause 6-

·~ EYcrv order con;:;tituting an area 
,-:hall- · 

(a\ Define th0 houndarJes of the· 
Ll'L'..l: 

(/,) Describe generally the schome 
;~reposed to be ccuried out and the 
prinripal \Vork proposed to be con~ 
>tructed; 

State the sour·:cs from which the 
supply is to be obtained, and. if 

r1 c'mcd nc.:cssary, the quantity Oi water 
to bP taken from caeh of such sour-cea, 
within a ~:ivcn tirne, when there are 
more than one, 11nd the seasons at 
v, hieh it is to ,be taken.,, 

Subclause (3) conflicts with the Rights in 
\Vater and V\'ftt' r ConservJtion and UtiliZ>J.
tion Act of 1910. The Bill further provides 
in 'ubclaub' (2) of dause 8-

" Notwithstanding anything ronta.ined 
in this Act or any otlkr Act, the Trea
surer mav frotn tin1e to tir:ne---

(a) Make any adjnetment which h<>
C'onsi-ders necessary to be 1nade \\.·ith 
r• 'pect to the tNm or terms of any 
!o1n or loans to the Board. or the cal
culation of interest thereon. or with 
rE''-l.

1
HX't to any other matter ref!ui ring 

adjustment." 

The Tr0nf.:urer has pov,er to 1nake any adjust
Incnt \vith r~ ·\pcct to an:v othm· matt0r r!'f]uir
ing adjustment. The Bill further prondes, 
in suhdauBO (1) of clans'~ 12-

" 'I'he Governor in Council 1nay. from 
time to tin1e, n1ake- rPgulations providing 
for all or any purpof-::-:s, \Yhctber general 
or to rneet parti-cular f!ases 

(i.) The manner of doing- or pPrform
]Pg Hny act or thing under or for .the 
purposes of this Act. a Ed t hr h me 
V hen Ol' ~.yjthin \',hich it ~hnll be <1on@
O. performe-d." 

I d) ;-wt think thPn~ is ar~y cl~vidcd autho
rity. 

:\lr. CORSER (lJurnrtt): The :VIini~tcr :;oys 
that ncticn will be taken to proYidP uniform 
control. In th(' (hnnming- of ntn· :o:tn•arng. 
\Ye have to bear in rnind thc po·:-sibi1iti€'s of 
ntili;.;ino: that v at0r for agricnlturnJ purpo~0-c'. 
I t~Jin1..:._ that the Dep:,rtment of Public Lan~:l-1 
:-J ould also interest itself very largely 111 

,_onnPctinn with a n1attcr \vhich th0 Premier 
stated · <ould CJrobablv be rectified by thi l 
Bill--I refer to the- nOxious weeds along th!J 

of ~trran1s.. In the DD."t thr.re ha~'> been 
nu understanding ·as to the duties of 
hoJC!ers of land a1on~side such streams. An 
appli<.~tion ,, rv made by me to a ).>ast Ad
'ninic~tlLttion tf' dAf-ino what tho~c dub!: \n:ro. 
It v;ae really not until this Governnwnt camo 
int-o offil~' that n dr,;j~ion on the ma+-tcr \Va~. 
r::i,·er!. and it was contnny to the best 
intor0'; .. of tlw holJer' oi the land adjacent 
to t1h' '-tn :1.rn. and f'Crtnlnlv n1ilitat0s. nf·:in~.t 
their stF'(·r>ss and against 1he chanf'f' of cl0ar~ 
inO' the no,ious weeds. As 0 result of that 
dr~ision. the holders were rnaUc responsible 
for the' clearing of noxious ·wecdB down to 
the edp:e of the rubble, sand, or gravel. I 
hope tlw Cabinet will comidcr this matter, 
fl!ld, if there a re going to he any funds. that 
"UCh funds will be appropriated for the 
purp0'0S of keeping tho'e areas clean and 



Water Pou·er Bill. [19 SEPTEMBER.] Water Power Bill. 1649 

removing responsibility from the 5houlders of 
the landholders, particularly those sole~tors 
who are compelled to clear prickly-pear at a 
.cost of £30 to £40 an acre. This is a ycry 
serious rnatter in the pcar-infeste.d areas. 

Mr. ::VIOORE (Aabivny): The hon. member 
•,aid that there would be no clashing between 
the different authorities. I understand that 
this ·Bill is for the ono purpose of dealing 
with water power, and has nothing to du 
with irrigation at all. The Minister men
tioned the Dtnvson Hiver irrigation scheme. 
This Bill provides that an Order in Council 
shall define the boundaric•. of an area. I 
underHand that under that irrigation scheme 
the boundaries have already been defined, 
.and nm1 this Bill constitutes another autho
rity to deal with any irrigation area that 
may be created. I cannot see where the 
.?.pportionment of the cost of the work is 
going- to be adjusted at all. The hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba stated that the Treasurer 
could make any adjustment with respect to 
the term of any loan. 

Mr. BREXNAN: "Or any other matter." 

Mr. MOORE : That means any other 
tnatters aff~cting light or power, and has 
1>0thing whrrtever to do with irrigation. 

Mr. GLwso:;: This Bill only deals with 
Y"ower. 

Mr. MOORE: \Ye alreadv have an ~\et 
dealing with irrigation schemes, and now this 
Bill is being introduced also to deal with 
wch matters. If an adjustment is made, 
what proportion of the cost will be allotted 
for irrigation and what proportion will be 
.allotted for power? This is a very difficult 
,;ituation, and will cause considerable trouble 
in irrigation areas. There will be the cost 
-of wa.ter irrigation and the cost of water 
for power. I cannot see how the question of 
divided authority is going to be adjusted. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That can 
~e provided for by administering this Act in 
conjunction with the Act relating to the 
irrigation schemes. 

::\IIr. MOORE : It seems an extraordinary 
thing that, vvhen a scheme is sanctioned 
under one Act. another Bill should be 
brought in to adjust the cost on a different 
basis. \Ve are going to haYe a considerable 
amount of trouble. The control of irrigation 
md power and lighting should be under one 
Act and one authority. 

Clause put and pa .. sed. 
Clause 4-" Hy(Zl·aulic Autlzoriti,_-s ttndrT 

this Jlct"-
Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani): I think the 

Millister stated that the water dealt with 
under this Bill ~would also be utilised for 
.irrigation purposes? 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMrnr: I never said that 
.at all. 

Jl.Ir. SW A Y:'\!E: Does it not dea.l with 
irrigation at all? 

I-I on. W. FoRGAN S1HTH: No. This is a 
"Water Power Bill. 

:Ylr. SWAYJ'\E: I iheard uhe ,Dawson 
V allev irrigation scheme referred to, and I 
thought that the Dawson Valley scheme was 
{'ssentially an irrigation schc1ne. 

Hon. \V. FoRGA:i s~nTH: Of course, it IS. 

J.1r. SW A YNE : Then there will be two 
authorities dealing with one reservoir. If the 
water is to be used for both purposes, each 
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oi which is under the control of a separate 
body, then the two bodies will have juris
diction over the one reservoir. That is 
obvious, and for that reason I was going to 
move an amendment to insert the words " or 
irrigation" before the '"'ord " area " on 
lino 19, page 3. Of course, if the Minister 
does not intend the Bill to ha vo anything 
to do w1th rrngatwn, then the amendment 
is not required; but, if the V\ ater is going 
to be used for both purpos< s under ono con
trol-which I think it should be-then the 
words " or irrigation " should be coupled 
with the word " power." 

Ho:.r. \Y. FORGAN Si\IITH (Jiackay): 
Members of the Opposition seem not to 
realise that this Bill is primarily a Bill deal
ing with the generation of eicctric power 
from water resources. In the eourse of mv 
rmnatks I referred to the possibi:ities o.f 
impounding water in Yarious areas. It is a 
necessary condition under anv hvdro-electric 
scheme that there shall be a 'sufficient quan
tity of water to be impounded so that power 
can bo obtained. In my reference to the 
Dawson River I show"d tha~ there were water 
rc:.ources in that district Trhich arc going 
to be used later on for irrigation purposes. 
This Bill Joes not deal with irrigation at alL 
I pointed oat that later on a general Water 
Bill dea!in1; with irrigat..on and all that 
kind of thing will be intrcduced and dealt 
with by this House, and any adjustment as 
b twoen that Bi:l and this Bill that mav be 
necessary can be made under that Bill. Any
thing relating primarily to the supply of 
Y\ at er for irrigation purposes is quite outside 
the scope of this measure . 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES (Bu'imba): I would 
like to ask the Minister whether ther-e has 
been anv conf0rence behYCPn the officers of 
the 'l'reasm7 Department and the officers of 
the \Yorks Depa.rtment to proYide a way out 
of the difficulty, because it seems to me that 
clause 4-which is very largely linked with 
clause 7-giycs th' :i>Iinister complete power. 
Clause 4 reads-

" Subject to this Act, the GoYernor in 
Council may from time to time, by Order 
in Council, authorise-

(a) The ::Yiinister representing the 
Crown, for n ny lccalit,c in Queensland 
other tha11 a \Yatcr llOV :'r urea for 
which a \Yatcr Power Board has been 
constituted and is acting; or 

(b) A \Vater Po\\Cr Board constituted 
under this Act, for the water power 
area; 

to be and act as a Hydraulic Authority 
under and for the purposes of this Act." 

A number of peoplo may say-it may be the 
local twthoritv-" \Ve do not want this. It i• 
not for our good," and the Minister, if he 
thinks rtt, can say, "You do not know \Yhat 
is good for you. I nn1 going to ,,tep in and 
sav YOU must haYe it." 

II;n, W. FORGAX S1IITH: That would not be 
done. 

Hm:. W. H. BARNES: That is not an 
ctnswcr to 1ny question. I suppose the prcsrnt 
Minister would not make any mistake. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S}IITH: i make mistake" 
often, but I do not make the same mistake 
twice. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\'ES: The Minister may 
think, off his own bat, that it would be good 
to do certain things, while the local authority 
may not think so. 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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Hon. W. FoRG.IX S:l!lTH: If the local 
uuthorih7 ohjC'cts to being con:;;ti.tutcd a 
IIvdnulic Authout\, the :Vlinister. if it i, 
th~ught ncc,·,sary, will establish a Hydraulic 
Authority of a special character a·· set out 
m the Bill. 

IIox. \Y. II. DAK'\ES: That ,imply m ans 
that the 11inislcr rr1ay say, •· You are y;rong 
and_ 1 a1n right, and I an1 o;oing to C;;)t~_blish 
a Hydraulic Authority," probably excluding 
tho local authoriiy altog-ether. 

Hon. \V. Fo1:c 1:> S~IlTll: A:··-umc that it 
was decided. ou the advice of tlw c-nglnePrs, 
that the Barroll Fnlb be nt ili..c·d fm \Vater 
purpo~, and the ]oc-d authorities ·within the 
area " :1\o. ''"'' don't \I"D nt it,'' if the 
GovC'rnrrH'nt kn('V'i' that certaiu indu ,trit :=; 

requircJ thnJ power, wcmld J;o~, an:. Govcrn
rrient bL• ju)tificd in co•J-;titnting Lt llydranlic 
Authority in that an•u ·: 

Ho:-;. W. II. BAR:'\ES: At this stage I 
lvould not SR..,Y that honld bt '·O or not. 
Clau:;;e 4 gives the~ 1\J1ni·., r pr~tcticatl~, 
suprcn1e controL an'1 h1~ hcconv _, a kind of 
Pooh Bah undc _;_~ t]Jf' Bill. .:\ n1nnlJCl' l Z 
political n1 ig·ht pu:l s'trings anJ 
.~ay, '·It nec8 .... ::-<arv i.o do ccrhtin 
thlnrr..:." und )..IiuistPr ~ rnlght~-.1lth mgh 
ho sc;,vs lte is vPry fi i'lll in tlw~e nwttcr;:.:-bc 
f3can.·l~· ahl0 to n·k~ist. and lt~.' rlli~ht (io 
something which his judgment might tell him 
is not really a good thing. 

Hon. vV. FoRGA); S~IITH: I \;ould ha Ye to 
bo satisfied that the scheme is a good ono. 

HoN. W. J-I. K\RNES: 1t is l'Prfoctly 
certain that this clau~e. linked nn with clau~.e 
7 and other clau~e:; ill the B1ll~ is goino· to 
givo the l\hnister Ycry great }JO\\'Cl'- iH<f:~ec1, 
and I vvant to protect the· ~\linistt>r. 

HoN. IY. FORGAJ'\ SMITH: I think the 
bon. member for Dulimba has beLn putting 
up a nurr1ber of " Aunt Sallies" in conner
tion with this clauec for the satisfaction oE 
knocking tbom down. Thi, Bill does not 
confer auy more 11o·rL•r on the ~inister than 
the Electt·ic Light and 1'Dwor Act of 1896 
confer~ on the l\lini..:;ter. anL1 it is nC'ccssarv 
that that power be there so that, i E neco;
sa.ry, the l'viiui:.ter can use it in public 
interests. This dal<Se proYided that the 
Jl.1inistor for the time be in;.;- rna v be consti
tuted a Hydraulic Authurity io~- any ~ivcn 
area. I pointPd ont in n1:r SC'cond reading 
speech that that wonld be n in cases \Vhere 
the scheme was con,idcrecl to be of a State
wide cha.r:cctcr. There are sch0mes which 
can be r<~g·arded as of national importance, 
w,hile other sc!1r:n1CS can only fittingl;.r be 
rega-rded as of 1n1portance to a particular 
area. \Vhere propo:-als nro of a national 
cbaractf'r, and affectin'~ the intcn ~ts of tho 
\Vholc of the State. it. might, for the time 
heing, be conoidcrcd de irablc that the Go
vernment. through the :\linister adminis
tering the Aci. be conHitutcd a I-1-. draulic 
Authority. ThaJ is tho renRon for thC: elanse. 
(~encrally speaking, it is not intended that 
the :Minister shall le• appDintPrl a,s " 
1-Iydrauljc _}_._uthorit,\ ; he \vill only be 
ayJpoint<.-'cl in the C'11SE.;:; I have mentione-d. 
I believe in boards being a.ppo]ntod to carry 
on these functions. I do not think am- :>.Iin
istcr \\"ould de ,ire to be created a Ilv~lraulic 
...\uthoritv if there were am- -uital)le local 
aut~·writ".~ in the di-=-tric+, bu£ it is nt•rcs~ary 
to ha Ye 'this pcnver to prcyent a district from 
b· ing exploited. 

Clansc 4 put and passed. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Clause 5-" Pou•frs granted to ,1Iinister"

. HoN. W. !'f: DAR~ES (?Julimba): I would 
hke th() Mmtstor to give us some informa
bon :vtth regard to subclause (2), which· 
reads-

" 1\' othing in this Act contained shall 
be construed so as to constitute anv 
busines~ .or undertaking carried on by 
the Mtmster under this Act a State 
enterprise v·ithin the meaning or for 
any of the pui'poscs of the State Enter
prises Act of 1918." 

An~ I right in assuming that the Govern
ment arc exceedingly clc::;irons to avoid 
having this thro\Vn upon their hands as an 
additional State enterprise? 

Hon. \V. FORGAN s~II1'H : y on are very 
facetious this morning. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BAR:'\ES: It is my duty, as 
a member, to get all the information I pos
sibly can. Last week I was prevented by a 
very bad cold from taking part in the 
debate on the initiation of the measure. H 
is exceedingly important that \VC should;< 
kno,v wlwthcr the Government arc fearful, 
under the Act, of being linked np with 
another State cnterprisP in the direction of 
a ,,ator authorit~.~. and have inserted this. 
nrovision to pre,:ent it. Is this provision 
ir.cluilcd to prevent anything lib that hap
pening? 
Ho~. W. FORGAN S:WITH (Jiackay): 

The hon. mcmb£'1' for Bulimba has explained 
that he was unable to be hero laet week and 
talw part in the debate owing- to a bad 
cold. and that he intend' to ta ko full time· 
now that he is well. 'We are all glad to see 
him back and restored to health. It i& 
necessary that this subclnuso should bE' 
inserted. The Parliamentar;~ Draftsman 
pointed ont to me that, where .. the Minister
w.<s constituted llS a Hwlraulic Authority, 
tlw State Entcrwises Act \Yould apply if 
this subclau5e were not insC'rted. 

Clause pnt and passed. 
Clause 6-" Creation of H'utcr Power 

.._·irca, ct('."-pPt and pas~·Cd. 
Clause 7-" Con;,litution of nTatn· Power· 

JloaJ·ds''-
Mr. SW AYNE (Jiirani): There is rathm· 

" big principle embodied in this clause, 
which provide,; fol' the cDmtitution of \Vater 
Power Board~. Subclausr (r) provides that. 
a bo 're! m a-.- be con"titutccl-

" Bv the election of the members of 
the board b.,- the electors of the area 
entitled to the parliamentary franchise." 

\Vu may take it, I think, that unfortunately 
o-wing to natural coud~iioE~-' it will he rnure 
costlv to provide wa.ter po•.vor in Qnocnsland· 
than~ iu the countric;; rncntioncd by the 
~linistPl" Vi.'h0n rnoving the second reading. 
Ho r;nite rightly drew attention .to the groat 
utilisation of v;der pm'·er m Norway, 
Cc1nada, and other countries. 

lion. W. FoRG,\N S~IITH: Ancl :1\ow Zea
land. 

]\;Jr. S\YAY:'\E: The po\\'er ts obtained 
vc ·v cheaply there, through the huge 
acC'~mulation' of sno-w -which takes place 
dm-in~ the winter. which is melted when the 
\Yarm~ W· ~ther comes on. I bolieye that 
iP Cali fornla during a clronght son1e riv_ers· 
\Yil! be fuller owin~ to the heat meltmg
the snow up ir; the ranges. \Ve 
have facilities which lend themselves to' 
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the development o£ water [10'. er hen'. but 
ncthing liko the countricc; niC~Jtioned; but 
w}JatC'VC'r ar1vantage \.Y8 ban~ in th::tt YV~tV 
\\'C o.hall proha.bly hnvo to in.:m· a cDnsidel:· 
a blo cxpcndjturc in the 'va v of arti (-Jcia I 
rcsel'voirs and dams. In Tasnlania there are 
grL<1t natural advantage-. Although there 
may not be lar~c bodies 0f rwrpet!nl snow 
in the ranges, still ther" is a larc;e nl1tural 
rPsorvoir on the top of a mo,u_y,tnin. \Ve 
havo not got anything like thnt here. A 
largo oxp:'nditurc of mmw· will have to bo 
incnrrcd, Clnd I suppose that. ln th(• event 
of there being any loss, it will have to be 
made good by special rates. and thctt all 
risks will have to be nnderbken 1"· the 
permanent rr ,idents. The North will be the 
a rea largely used for the conservation of 
water power. \Ye have the advant.ag-e of a 
1ver soa~on there, with rnnning creeks and 
rivers, \vhich dot'S not obtain in other part~: 
but m'en the bc,t of tho'<; ctreams in dry 
seasons will have to bo replenished from arti
ficial reservoirs, \vhich \Ynuld nwan great 
cxpeuse. As a C'a~o in point I rnj;;ht Ewn
tiDn a. stream in mv electorote-Middlo 
Credc. cJr:qc to Finch JJ:utton-which is in a 
gorg(~ in the mountain~. Unfr'l·tu.natoly, 
owing- to t11P way the work is being rushed, 
I have not hf'en able to read the report iu 
connection \vith it, as we haYe :;o litt1r~ tin1e 
in which to get information on the'e subjects. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S~IITH : The repDrt was 
made b:v :\1r. Crowley in 1920, and the local 
authorities up there proccued a copy of his 
report. 

lVIr. S\Y A Y::'\E : I had intended to read 
that report, but I am mdy spc1 king from 
memor· now. The i\1inister told us that 
t.1H' ec i1ital expenditure in that caee \'l'ould 
b., £50,000. 

Hon. ,,-, FoRGAN s~nTH: That was Mr. 
Cro\vlcy's estimate, not n1ine. 

:\fr. SiYAY?\E: It is an estimatEo onlv. 
Se<'ing that <1 tunnel will have to be driven 
through a ran17o-I an1 ~peaking frorn 
memory only--it is vPry likely that the esti
mate will be lar'l'elv c•xrccclcd. I uErlPntand 
thot " power of o1ik 20) or 3JO hr ,eno··:·f'r 
will be obtained. It etrnck me that that 
would be useful in furnishing li15hting power 
t > the ·<ut:;ar·mllls. and c;iving domestic light 
and similar things; but: after all, the power 
seems small in comparison with the cost. 
My point is that those who hoxe to take all 
th2 risk should have the election of the 
Board in their hands. \Ye know that in the 
?\orth the dectoral roll is every :.'ear tcmpo
ranly enlarged during the huB'' season. 
Anyone who comes from a.not,her Sta.te and 
works in the North for a month g:els Dll 
the electoral roll. Those people will have 
power to elect. a H''draulie Authoritv which 
mav commit the landowners in the· district 
to ftn f>XJ'I·nCliturP r0sulting- in hf'RYV loss if 
tho yenture should prove llnsnc('t3~fl~l. I do 
not Yvish to speak again~ t the n1casure in 
an-:,- wav. It is time \VC n1ade a n1ove in 
t'J;'., direction; but it should be on just lines. 
"\ \Yater Power Board will have power to 
rnake hr:lvy con1mitn1ents, for \Vhich the 
permanent recid0nts of a rJi,trict will be 
li a blc. and I think the settlement of the 
"uc'stion shDuld be limited to permanent resi
clrents. I do not think it fa.ir that a large 
bodv of nomadic workers should have the 
power at any time to Yoto and render the 
rosiclents in a district liabiP for anv loss 
which ma.:· be involved, and that is a nutter 
\Y.hich is well worthy of consideration by 
th8 Committee. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think the 
[Joint raised by the hon. member for Mirani 
i" an important one, and the Minister should 
giYe eycry possible consideration to it. The 
clause reads~ 

" (1) The Governor in Council may, 
from time to time, by Order in Council, 
constitute a. \V a.ter Power Board to be 
and act as the hydraulic authority for 
any specified water power area. 

" The Order shall-
in) Define the mode of the constitu

tion of the Board." 

Subclause (2) reads--
" (2) A \V at er Power Board shall bo· 

constituted in such one of the modes fol
lowing a.s the Governor in Council from 
time to time b,r Order declares-

(a) By the appointment of a local 
authority or joint local authority or a 
water authority baying jurisdiction 
within the area. or some part thereof to. 
be the Water Power Board; 

(b) Bv the <>.ppointment of the mem
bers or" the Board by the Governor in. 
Council; 

(c) By the election of the members 
of the Board by the electors Df the· 
area. entitled to the parliamentary 
franchise; 

(d) Bv the election as aforesaid of. 
some m-embers and the appointment of 
other members of the Board." 

T'his Bill is to dec,! with sparsely populated· 
areas. At all everts, they are sparsely pDpu
lated a.t the present time, and probably will · 
be for many ycan to come. I think the· 
Minister would be well advi·.ed to delete 
paragraphs (c) and (d). It would be pre
ferable to leave the appointment of the 
Board to be dealc with as defined in para
graphs (a) and (b). No doubt quite a number 
of persons will be permitted to exercise ~he 
franchise, a.nd, as they w1ll be travcllmg 
about from one area to the other and not 
settled in the locality, the;, "ill have. little 
or no intcre't in the matters to be cons1dered 
by the Board. 

Mr. MOORE (~iubigny): The Minister has 
not given attention to a matter that affects 
a large section of the people. These Boards 
will borrow large sums of money. There 
is nD protection for the ratepayers, and no 
rrovision whereby a. poll can be taken of 
the people responsible for the repayment of 
the moncv. A Board can be const1tutcd by 
the GoYcrnor in Council; ,ot the people 
JiYing in the ana. are not going to _be given 
the ch,uwe of .'rving whetl1er they w1ll accept 
the r0sponsibility or not. It . mip;ht b0 a 
profitable im·estment for the district or the 
State. because it will crpatc a. c0rtain amount 
of C'mploynwnt. . The JUin]·tc!: . says ho js 
not likely to go mto a propos1bon such as 
this if there is no prospect of success; but 
\Ye haYe to remember thrt the hem. gentle
man ,went jn for the f)tate statlons. The 
Cabinet looked on the State stations as cer
bin to be a success, but it tnrned ont that 
they wcro not a success. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAN S~IITH: No Order in 
Council wa; necessary for the State stations. 

Mr. MOO RE: In that case the general 
ta.xpaver has to pav. but in this case the 
peopl~ who own the '!and in the locality con· 
cerned will have to make good the lose.. The 
·non, member for ::VIirani pointed out, and 

Mr. llioore.] 
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the Minister agreed with him, that the esti
xnatcd cost cannot always be taken as 
authoritative. 

Hon. iY. FoRGA" SMITH: iYe would not 
take it to be authoritative. The Bill pro
vides for an invc3tigation first, and then for 
the creation of a water board area. If, on 
the representations of the experts, it is 
deemed :tclvic,able to {'Stablish a Hydraulic 
Authority. then it will be done. 

Mr. 2\fOORT~: That is all very fine from 
the Minister's 11oint of view, hut I want to 
know how the property of the people m 
the area is going to be p:otected; T~e 
:Minister says the experts wrll go mto rt, 
a.Ed they mav sav that the scheme will be 
profitabie · bc;t the people living in the area 
are not ~iyen any chance of taking a poll to 
dccidP ,~hether thcv are wi11ing to accept 
the liability. The· Local Authorities Act 
provide-, that the people concerned ca.n ask 
Ior a poll to be taken when a large sum 
of monev is to be expended, and we should 
have the. sanw provision here. Under this Bill 
the :Minister himself can appoint the members 
of the l-I\'ClrauFc Authoritv, but their liability 
VTill rest. with the ratenavers in the area. Why 
should thev not f_a vo some protection? It 
is quite possible that the scheme will bo for 
the herwfit of the district, but the ratepayers 
should have an opportunity of deciding by 
a poll whether they think it is f~::>r ~he 
benefit of the distTict or not. Consrdermg 
the enormous liabilities which the ratepayers 
may. be responsible for. they should be given 
~omo saY in the matter. vVe have had 
experience in connection with the Inkerman 
irrigation scheme. 

Mr. COLLINS: '\Vhat is wrong with the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme? There is 
nothing wrong with it at all. 

Mr. :MOORE: The hon. member for 
13owen should not be so pepperv about the 
Inkerman irrigation scheme. iVe have a 
p('rfert right to cTitici~e every irrigation 
scheme in Queensland, if we wish to do so. 
I was goin~Y to point out the enormous 
increase in tlw c ·.timate for the Inkf'rman 
schen1e rts ron1pf!.rcd with the original e-sti
rr:ate. It rest t•vo or three times the original 
Bstimate, and it is quite possibk thftt schemes 
crcnied out under this Bill will cost two or 
tl::roe tim~s as much as the estimate. The 
people concerned should therPfore have some 
protection. It is an absolute absurdity to 
ask people to sign a blank cheque-ar a 
mattn of het thcv :ue not even bcin" asked 
to do it. bee 'Use; the GoYcrnm· in Council 
has powe,· to ttr'dcrtake a scheme without 
comultin~ the ]'leo[llc concerned at a 11. If 
the local rwople do not a.pnoint a Board. 
then the GoYNnor in Council hae nower to 
appoint it anrl carrv ant the work: and the 
pPoplc who Jiye in the di.<trict have to 
shou1df'r thr- r0::-nonsil1ilitv. I do n11t t:1ink 
that is a fair thin,:;. It is onlv fair that the 
prm·ision in the Local Authorities .Act should 
appl" in this case. and the ratepayers shoulCl 
lw >cllowed to •av whethe" they arc in favour 
of i.ncurring the responsibility for the under
takmg·. 

Ho". W. H. B.'>.RNES (Bulimba): The 
hon. nwmber for Aubirmv has raised an 
important point. I certainly agree with him 
that the zwonl0 in the district shonld h>tve 
the riQ"ht of taking a polL especially as it is 
proYirled in paragraph (r) that thP Board 
mav be elected bv thE' electors of the area 
entitled to the p-arliamentary franchise. I 

[Mr. Moore. 

endorse the remarks of the lcad(r of the 
Nationalist party in regard to the deletion 
of that paragraph. The people liYing in the 
localitv nrcye to cauy the financial liabilities. 
but they ma:· ha,·c no right of saying 
"·hetlwr they arc agree tble to undertake that 
liability or not. i\'e are following the posi
tion which exists in connection with the 
Brisbane Tramv.·av Trust Bill in that it is 
not proposed to asl< the people of the locality 
for th0ir decision. 'Ibe hon. member for 
Aubigny is qnite right too in strcssinc; the 
fmancial aspect of the matter. which we all 
know is the crux of the po'·ition. Some of 
us who hlnC beun ::Vlinist<'l's of the Crmnr 
know that proposals have been nnde which 
ha.ye only been ca;Tie·d out for perhaps two 
or thrPe tirrws the original cstin1.atcs. \Ve 
\vil! nll agr0c that a great deal dop0nds on 
,d1at th(-: artnal cost of any venture is going 
to he. and that should he known as nearly 
"-'' possible bcfom embarking upon it. I 
ha Yf' in n1y mind's eye an entPrprisp-not a 
watc'' enterprisP-which is much on the· lines 
I have indicated. 

Hon. \V. FORGA" s~nTH: The ratepayers 
"ould not bear the deficiency. 

Hoe\. vV. H. BARNES: Where is the 
tnoney to co1no froln? 

Hon. iV. FORGA" SMITH: I will tell you. 
Ho". W. H. BARNES: I shall be very 

pleased to hear the exnlanat'on of the 
Minister. but I was under the imnression that 
the residents in the district will have to pay. 
Am I wrong in making that statement? 

Hon. W. FORGAN S}IITH: Yes. 
Hox. W. H. BARNES : Am I to suppose 

that the State will have to make up the 
deficiency? 

Hox. \Y. FORGAN S::VIITH (Jlnckay): 
Hon. members who have spoken on this clause 
seem to be labouring under the impression 
that any loss will be made up by a rate 
under the Local Authorities Acts. That is 
not the position at alL A local authority 
will not he called upon to make up any 
deficiencv of that kind. Hon. members will 
find in Clause 8 prm·ision that the Treasurer 
shall, first of all, advance lo ms for certain 
purposes under the Bill. If the Board 
defaults in making the payments provided 
for by the Treasurer, he may put in an 
official receiver. \vho will lon• on the funds 
of the Hvdraulic Authoritv until the debt is 
liquiclato·d.. · 

Mr. VowLES: The clause does not say that 
at alL 

Ho". \Y. FORGAN SMITH: The local 
authority will not be called upon to make 
u.p any deficiency. Moreover, it must be 
understood by hon. members generally that 
no GoYernment will take a leap in the dark 
in the c.ota bli·~ hment of hydro-electric 
schemes. They will be established only after 
the possibilities of success have been 
thoroug-hly examined, .and if it has been 
found that suflie:ient consumers of energy are 
aY.ailablc. For example, nobody would 
e·otablish a sch<'mo without first of all esti
mating the amount of power that could hP 
deye]opecl and the number of consumers of 
encrg:-·. These are the most important factors 
for consid,·rat·ion. Nobodv would erect a 
plant iu some remote district where no 
inclustrics were prepared to make use of the 
energ-y; and the rates of pa!·ment will be 
fixed so as to pny for the cost of establish
ment, and, in the event of default on the 
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part of the Hydraulic Authority, the Trea
surer will protect his interests, as I have 
said. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I have been at a 
loss to understand the meaning of clause 8 
~nd the explanation giYen by the Ministe; 
Is, of course, c atJsfactory that the people 
affected arc the consumers, both of power 
and water, and that they will have to pay. 
It appears to me that it is necessary that 
any scheme of this kind should not be enter
taine? unJc.,~ it will bo self-supporting. I 
take It that Is what the Minister means. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN SMITH: Yes. 

Mr. VOWLES: I cannot find in clause 8 
anything which says that. It provides that 
the Treasurer shall cause to be published a 
statement showing the amount of money 
everdue, and goes on to say-

" If thereafter on tho thirtieth day of 
April ?r the thirty-first day of Odober 
respectrvel:c a':ly part of such money so 
overdue and 1n arrear ren1ains unpaid, 
the Treasurer may, by notification in the 
Gazette, appoint a rccciYor to collect on 
his behalf and pay to the Treasurv all 
or any 1nonf'y~ from ti1no to tj1ne" due 
and 0\':ing- to the Board to the amount 
stated m such notification." 

f'he only construction to be put upon that 
IS that the receiver shall have tho same 
p_owcr as a receiYer under the Local A uthori
tiOs Acts-that is, to collect arrears of rates 
from the individual ratepayers. It seems 
to me that the cl,;use can onlv be construed 
to mean that SU0.h a recein;r Coan Collect on]y 
amounts actually owing by consumers fo'r 
water or power. The intention mav be to 
the contrary, but I cannot see that thoo clause 
be~r.s the construction outlined bv the 
Mm1ster. It is Yery vague at presen't, and 
I h<;pe that, when the clause is under dis
cussiOn, that point will be considered by the 
hon. g-entleman. I c;an understand that where 
a Bo~rd IE. worlong under .an Order in 
Council, fixmg maximum rates of charge 
and the Board has not reached that maxi: 
mum, the Board ma:; increase the rates .to 
make up the shortage and proYide better for 
the f~1ture. It coulJ easily happen, in respect 
for. mstance of a scheme such as that in 
;"·h1ch the hon. member for Bowen is so 
mtereste?, !hat a water power scheme was 
OYer-ca17Itahsed because it had cost a bout 
three time; the original estimate. and that 
consequently. the rates of payment would 
have to be m0reased to a very considerable 
amount, and ihf' cost of supply mi~rht eyen 
:xcccd tl;c maximnm provided in the Order 
m CounciL 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Cm·hi: I uncler· 
stand that the Cnllsmner is expected to pay 
for any arrears dno to t1Ie r:rrca~ur'"-· 

Hon. IY. FORO.iX s~fTTII: Yes. . 

Mr. FLETCHER: I rlo not knm that \vo 
are gojng to consumer~ of clcrJ-rienl cnc 1·rrv 
undPt' such 1w< H.l1M(' thr'y \Youirl ncy~·r 
know ·dwrr they If tl•f' Ihdr ulic 
Authont" dicl '""' 0 ·,. · 

JTiiSetJlcnlation::-. n ( :J~:{~UC"(•d 
in nn nnhu~inC'b Jik0 n1anncr. co1.-:::nn1crs 
'"onlr,l ha·.·e to PC,<" for . I dare 
f'tl:V tn0 ('On'uL:rr l\·onld not to pa~·ing 
'\n:v ar~·c,nr:-: for t}It' n~·~na] con .nmnHnn of 
i.10 po1-:rr. but to prOYHlc• thnt hP shall prr~~ 
for th0 loss on thP ~~CIJcral :-;dH'lll0 is n10;t 
rlang·r•rous. Snn1c a-r:H'nJrn('llt is 1 quir0cl 
io cleat' up that po1nt, because it is too 

indefinite and places on the consumer too· 
much rosponsibilitv. Supposing the con
sumers could not p'ay, it would be a loss to· 
the State. So it reallv comes back to the· 
question of its being a 'state enterpri~e i1_1 a 
sense. Before any undertaking of th1s kmd 
i3 launched, the fullPst inquirie-1 will have 
to be made for safeguarding every avenue 
and preventing any loss to the State. 

Hon. W. FORGAN S}IITH: The State Govern
ment pay an; loss incurred in connection 
with the Tasn.a nian scheme. 

J\Ir. FLETCHER: The State Government 
will have to pay here. 

Hon. w. FoRGAN s~rrTH: According to· 
their i'cports. there is nhvays an initial loss. 
Later on, when there is a sufficient number
of consumers. that is obviated. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Tasmania, possibly, is 
better si tu a ted than we are ; they have 
advantag·es which we have not. 

Hon. vY. FoRGAN SmTH: If it is not a good 
proposition in any of these water power 
areas, the enterprise will not be gone on 
with. 

1\lr. FLETCHER: The closest investiga
tion will have to be made. because any loss 
will fall on the State. There ,,.;]] have to· 
be some amendment to safeguard the con
sumers' interests. 

Hon. W. FoRCA)I SMITH; \Vhat amendment 
do you suggest? 

Mr. FLETCHER: To define exactly what 
consumers are to pay. If they are to be 
responsible for the general mismanagement 
of the \Vater PowC'l' Board. you are not 
going to have anyone taking the thing up. 

Clause 7 put and passed. 

Clause 8-·" Loans to Boards"-
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I would like to· 

know if the Minister is going to adopt the 
suggestion I made a moment ago, and n;ake 
the clau~e n1orc definite? It seems to n1e to 
be vague. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SlHITH (Jiackay): 
The question raised by t.he leader of the
Opposition is a very important ono. I recog
nise that the matter has to bo made perfectly 
clear. The clause provide·, 

" (1) Subject to this Act, the Treasurer 
mav. from time to time. advance to a 
Boiud out of any moneo3 appropriated 
by Parliament for that purpose, such 
Hnns of n1oney on loan as are required 
for the construction of anv 'vorks which, 
under this Act, the Board is authorised 
to construct. 

" Every ·,uch loan shall be for a period 
of thirtv vears froni the date of the first 
advance· In respect thereof. and -.hall 
bear in ten ,t at a rate per ccntum per 
annum to b<:: flxrd h, the Ci-ovcrnor in 
CounciL and >hall be' lirwidatcd b:: the 
payment to the Trcct .m·,•r h.' fhc Board, 
on the fir,t days of ,Jnnuar~' and July, 
l'l'SPf'divr-1,,·. in eYery ~rear, of such sum 
'" ,. ill en a hie tho said loan. ,,-it h interest 
at tlw -aid rate, to be repn.id within 
the period. and ,-;urh snn1s shall 

to he pay.t!Jlc until the tot.al 
"mom1t of the >aid loan, together with 
the intr-r0st accruing thcteon,- have been 
to paid." 

It \\·ill be ·"<'n that it is intemJe(l to make 
the entcrpri'<.c sclf-sumoortinr<:. The clause 
goes on-

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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" (21 ::'\ohvlth~tanding an:vthing con-
tained in this Act or an:"· other Act, the 
Trea<;-,urer uuJ.y, fro1n tirnc to timc-

(a) Make any acljt"trnent which he 
considers nccc&.~arv to be nutde \vith 
n~spect to the ternl or tcn11s of an-.; loan 
or loctns to the Bctrd or the calculation 
of interest thcrcon, or with respect to 
an: other rnatter requiring adju:-sttnent; 

(h) Pcrn,it the Board to pay off the 
whole or any portion of the Inoneys 
advanced at any time before they 
become due, and in such cc~se the 
Board shall bo entitled to a propor
tiOnate rebate of mtcrc,t to be adjmted 
by the Treasurer. · 

" (3) In the months of :B'ebmarv and 
August, respcrtivcly, in everv vca'r the 
'Treasurer shall cat{sc to be r;ul)Ush~d in 
the ' Gazette' a statement showing, with 
r.",pcct to the Board, the amount of 
111otwy v.-hich is then OYcnJue and in 
.a.rrea1· 1 and also the total of the prin
,Clpal sum then remaining unpaid. 

" If, thcrc•after, on the thirtieth day 
Df April, or the thirtv-first dav of 
October, respectively, any part of" such 
money sn overdue and in arrear remains 
'i.l_npaid, the Treasurer may, by notifica
tion in the • Gazette.' appoint a receiver 
to collect on his behalf, and pay to the 
Tn>:tsury, all or any moneys from tin;e to 
time due and owing io the Board to the 
amount stated in such notification, 

" Thereupon, such receiver shall fron> 
the dates stated in such notificatio;, until 
the amount aforesaid has been collected, 
be !he only person legally entitled to 
receive the revenues of the Board and 
sh_all ha\'O all the po,rers of the Board 
With respect to the making, collection, 
and recovery of chaq!e5' and other 
money,, and shall be deemed for the 
purposes of tf1is_ section to be a public 
acco~mtant Withm the meaning of The 
Audit Act of 1874 or anv Act amending 
or in substitution for that Act." 

'Thf."re, ag·ain, the Treasurer's intcr0sts are 
safogua rded._ and it is provided that an 
entc>rpns<:' WI!J be cal_lcd UJlO'' to p:l v interest 
and redemption for Itself. The provision in 
respect of the appointment of a receiver is 
a dr~stic power. that w_ill be used only if a 
·drastw remcd-;7 1s requued. Supposing, for 
Bxample,. an ElBctric Authority is established 
under thiS Act, after full inquir-e has been 
m a do into the possibility of a h,:dro-clectric 
'·C'hPmC being a success. A loan 'is advanced 
by the Treo-,.urcr and the enterpri" is 
hunched, _1, charf!e will be made bY the 
p;lcctric Authority that will enable it t~ pay 
1nterrst and rcdernption. It is onlY in cases 
where default is made bv the I-hdraulic 
Authority--where it is not manag.ing the 
hus1ness p_roper1:-T. or wher;; i"h~>r(' 1~ 2omn 
other rPa~on--that thos,e dra· tic steps will 
be taken, 

The hon. member for Port Curtis has 
raic~pc] the point that the consumers' interests 
nt~f'd to he ~af0guardcd. Ccrtainlv there is 
th:tt nc·e"l. and it is bein?' -clone in .. the same 
wa~.T as is don0 at the prcsf'ni- titn_f' wnh nnv 
form of Electric Authority. If tile h<:m. mm.,;. 
hr>r rcn to look np tbC' Elc,ctric Li;:~:ht nnd 
Power Act. or anv Orcl0r in Council ;,sued 
thercunde_r. he will find that an Electric 
Authority has power to make a charge which 

[Hon.·1Y. Po1'gan Sudh. 

will enable it to pay the interest antl redemp
tion on the capitalisation. That Is vllJV 

~air and just. l;ndcr tho Gas ~·-et p:·oYl::.Iu~1 
IS nrade \Y·hercby a gas ·c ntcrprit3e is PHa bled 
to r1x <-1 charge ~uffieient fo pav inten __ :t CUF: 

redemption on the capitali ,at;on or pa v ~ 
fair dividend. " 

Mr. FLETCHER : It is onlv in th" event of 
lhc whole undertaking b"i,;g a faiiuro. 

Hox. W. FORO A?\ SMITH: Naturallv 
it would be a charge on the whole State~ 
that is the yicw I take of it. It is oaly 
natural that that should be so in a case of 
this k:nd; because, as has bc.:m rncntioncd 
by so1ne speakers, the consun1crs !.night be 
:-:;om- COEf:,idcrable distance from the wat0r 
that is usetl for the purpose of generating 
electricity. It would be grossly unfair to 
establish an authoritv which would have the 
power io rate the l;ndownors in the particular 
tlr'f'Cl. vvhere there vvas no light at such a 
figur-2 as to rnake up for an insufficient charge 
on the consun1ers of clcctricitv. The san1e 
prinriplt.;; vrill be observed in~ the carrying 
out cf this as in the carrying out of the 
ElcciTic Light and Pow·cr ~\et. At least every 
1veck I have und~·r n1y C01l·-icleration 1n~tters 
affecting the Electric Lig·ht and Power Act. 
If anv hon. member care' to rclld anv of the 
Ordc1~s in Council granted to ar:.y pUrticular 
indlvidual, cornpany, or local authority, he 
will fmd that an Electric Authoritv is con
stituted and its powcro are defined ~mder an 
Order in Council. That Order in Council 
provides that a rat<' shall be fixed which 
'·'·ill enable the Electric Authority to C'Lrry on 
the enterprise successfuliy. That is only 
right and just. No onP who has any comrn_on 
sense will establish an Electric Authonty 
nulc"-"' thoro is a reasonable chance of success. 
:\'o one asks for an Order in Council ior 
cloctricib in anv o·iven D rea uulcss there is 
a r ~ason~)"ble ch3.n~e of a sufEcicnt nurnbcr 
of consurncrs being in that area. Under this 

scheme the local authorities will 
[2 p.m,] not be c·alled upon to contribute 

anything from the rates. The 
enterprise is one in v hich the Treasurer wdl 
mak? advances. If there is am· default 111 

the payment of interest and r '~e;nption, the 
Treasurer rnav appoint an offlc1al rec21ver 
to carrv on 'the business and collect the 
rnonen 'due to the Government. The enter
prise 'is intended to be self-su~;;1orting._ I do 
not think it would be a fan thmg to Impose 
a rav~ on ratepa-yers within any given area. 
Anv lan,·c industrial undf'rtalong that may 
be 'mtablislrd under the Bill will be re(\ard,~d 
rnorc as a national undertaking· ... Th1 'l pro
vision can l)e rrgardcd a.s an addt~Ion.al ~nfe
guard-that full invcctigation will be; made 
hoforf' nnv n1oncv is advanced or a~y sche1ne 
launched., " 

:\Ir. TAYLOR (1T"indsor): I think we arc 
all IT:ad to have the explanation frc m the 
)Tinistel' wiih rcf!ard to liability d }hP rate
pnvors in a parbcu1ar an 'l. \"'\,hen the 
l\1inistcr, by \Va~· of intcrjcr:tion. tatc~d t1l~at 
tlw loss yconld hnYc to be macLJ g-ood ,JV 

the lF· cl'3 of the power WP wondor<'d whai l,p 
rcallv n1ca.nt. I take it that. after a COllCCrn 
has lH'~ n rFnning h\ 2lYc monl hs and lt. mn kt~5 
a l~1ss of £1.000 or £1.500. there will not be 
an7 retrospe-ctive levy rnadc on the u::;crs 
of the power. 

Hon. vV. :B'ORGAN S;mTH: :'\o. Tlw scheme 
will be carried on in the s:trne v,u"",· n." clt<"tJ'IC 

lighting cornpanies carry on their !Ju;-,illl 
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Tiwir rates arc so fixed as to enable them to 
,'{WY interest and r _,dc1nption, and, if they 
lind on any year's trading that the charges 
are too lovv, tho.; can approach the :\iinistor 
and ask for authority to make a hig·her 
·charge. 

i\lr. TAYLOR: I am quite satisfied with 
that explanation. 

M~FgroH@ (~rl(~~: I~~ 
agree with the :'.1 iuis~cr that the scheme 
.should be a national undertaking. He st>tted 
that proper safeguards would be provided 
and that proper investigation would take 
place before any work w,s undertaken. That 

,,_ocms to be the main point of the Bill. The 
WOl'k should not be undNtaken unle>s it is 
bound to be a success. 'rhcre should be no 
xisky undertakings. In order to ensure that 
there shall be no risky undertakings started, 
I movo the insertion, on liuc 48, of the words-

" But, nohorithstanding an~'thing con
tained in this Act to the contrary, the 
Treasurer shall not advance any lo;m to 
an:c Hvdraulic Authority for the conctruc
tion of any works under this Act unlec" 
a definite undL•rtn king· is fi 1·:1t furni~h __ J 
frotn the consurners w-ithin the art:a that 
thcv v;ill C'Oluuo: suJ/lciL~nt lJo"\vor to 
nlB i\.e such works financially seff-support
ing." 

Hem. \Y. FORGAK S'liTH: That would tic 
•:up the whole ... :\et. 

::\Ir. FI.ETGHER: I would lik" to have an 
•!:'XlJianution as to how jt would tie up the 
whole Act. It \Yill certain>: re1nove the 
yJossiOilit.;· of any Yentnr'>;(HJJe ~cherne. 

Hon. \V. FORGA;o-; s·~.IITII: I will tak" an 
.analog·y: If the' Windsor Town Gouncil asked 
for a lonn for the purpose of supplying electric 
·current in that area, ·would you a~k the 
·council to g·ivc a dc·finitc list of the number of 
·~onsurncrs before the Treasurer \You] cl advancl~ 
.any rnon y? 

Mr. FLETCHEB.: In that case the local 
authority would gi\"e an assurance, and, no 
·doubt, it would have consulted the persons 
who \Ve~·c going to use the power in the 
area and received some undertaking from 
·them. The local authority would not give 
a definite undertaking th;ct 'he scheme was 
a good one without ha viug first discovered 
that the people would nse the power. 

I-Ion. IV. FoRGAN S)I!TH: First of all, we 
would have to be satisfied that there was a 
-demand fer the electric current. 

Mr. FLETCHER : This amendment makes 
sure that an in~.r0stigation will be made so 
·that there will be no danger of the State 
Iosiug large sums of n1oney over thc.~e enter
prisco. A body of men ma:c want to see a 
district ndvnnce. and the;.~ n1ay argue that, 
if the:· could get a certain amount of mono" 
·expended on thtl construction of power 
\'\Orks, it v,-·]] b~ an indureuwnt for n1cn 
to e3tablish jndus~rir ;;. It rnight end in 
·disaster: bnt, if t hev ha' c to see that. 
·there arc sufficient cmi'smncrs available and 
ready to utilise the power within th(l area, 
·then all will be >~ell. I would like to ask 
thf· :'.linistcr >·chether lw has anv definite 
scheme in mind, or lvhothcr this "Bill is a 
'eertain cCl110nnt of IYinciow Jressin~. I do 
not snppo-.e he has anv Jcfinito scherne, 
nnlc-s it is the Fitzrov" River scheme at 
l'l.ockhampton. " 

Hon. \V. FORGAK s~nTH : That is a scheme 
<xhich v•:ill ha,-e to be inYoEtigatcd. 

Mr. FLETCHER : It will come within 
the provisions of this Bill? 

Hon. vV. FORGA:.< SMITH: Yes. The Barron 
F>dls ,,-ill also come within tho provisions of 
this Bill. 

Mr. FLETCHEU: Queensland at present 
is not a large n11.1nufacturing count.i·y, and 
ic is not likely that thoro will be any 
developments under this Bill for a great 
rrwny years except in one or two instances. 

i\Ir. COLLIKS: You have no vision at all. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It is sound common 
sense. There ca-n be no question that there 
is "~ pos,,ibility of works being undertaken 
that will end in financial disaster, and it is 
with a viow to safeguarding that possibility 
that I have moved the amendment, and I 
bope the }linister will accept it. 

i\1r. SW A YNE (Jlirani) : The amendment 
simply embodies a practice which has been 
1n comrnon use in connection with other 
industries in "·hich a large amount of State 
r>~oney has been involved. In the construc
tion of sugar-mills, ;_an1e ar..jurance is al-ways 
gi Yen that there will be a sufficient number 
o( supplier5 of cane to the mill before any 
risk is taken. It scon1s to JUG to be sound 
business that some safeguard of that kind 
should be embodied in the Bill. I was 
pleased to hear the Minister say that the 
ratepayers in any area will not run any 
riek in connection with these projects. At 
the same time, I trust he will realise the 
necessity for very carefnl estimates being 
made both in rega.rd to the cost and also in 
regard to the power that is to be sold. 
\Yr~ kno~.v, unfortunately, how far out esti
nlates :on1ctinws arc. I haYe in mind a 
railrnt~,' in mv O\Vll electorate which t"t\'0 or 
three )·Gars a~o it was estimated would cost 
£27,00.0. but 'the actual coot wa-s something 
like £52.000. The success of an undertaking 
under this Bill will be contingent upon 
reliable e'timates being made. If an esti- . 
mato of £50,000 is :r1ade and arrangements 
are made to start the undertaking on that 
baJis. and it costs £100,000, it will result in 
a dislontion of the arrangements as to the 
cost of tbe power to be supplied. \Ve 
re<]uire far more careful ec timate9 to be 
mad< than those w.bich have been made in 
r0gard to most of our State enterprises. The 
amcndm0nt of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis would safccruard the interests of the 
State. ' 

Mr. GLEDSO:.J (lp87cich): I cannot see 
that the hon. member for Port Curtis and 
the hon. member for Mirani have brought 
fon;ard anv arguments to justify the Min
ister in accepting tho amendment. The 
clnn~c under discussion provides for the 
makint; of loo.ns to \Vater Powel' Boards. 
In the- first place the Government-and all 
concer!led-ha\"e to be satisfied that there is 
a reasonable chance of success before a 
\Vater Po·Ner Doard is created. The amend
ment would block anv vvork at all from 
being \1ono unless fi'i1ancial success was 
ru:",1trPc1. \Yho is to be the judge as to 
whether financial success if' as3ured or not? 

Mr. FLETCHER: It m.-,ans t·hat the con
sumers mmt. be there. You aro not taking 
an- riek in connection vYith the matter. 

Mr. GLEDSO:'\: I do not know what the 
hon. membeJ' has in his mind with respect 
to consumers. Take the project spoken 
al1out as be>int; the first h:·draulie ]lower 
scheme ~tartcd m Qnecn .]a.nd·-that JS at 
Mount Edwardc·, in the Fasoifern Jish·ict, 

Jlr. Glrdsm' J 
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where the new railway line is being built. 
There is an ideal site there which has been 
surveyed, and which is looked upon as the 
commg scheme for the generation of electric 
power, not for the Fas,ifern district alone, 
but for the whole of Southern Queensland. 
Suppose a \Vater Power Board was 
appointed, and it made provision for the 
building of the nece,sary dams and works 
t<l supply the whole of Southern Queensland 
with cheap water power for lighting and 
other purposes, who is going to say who are 
the consumers, and who should give the 
guarantee that the undertaking will be 
financial!:; successful from the start? When 
people have been afraid to launch out and 
make improvements for the future, there 
has never been anything achieved. If we 
accept an amendment like this, there will 
never be any progress at all; there will 
never be a vvater Power Board appointed. 
In tho first place, a Water Power Board 
would not be appointed because no board 
would undertake to go round before opera· 
tions are started and a.sk the consumers 
to give a guarantee that they will use the 
power. Ko Government would be worthy of 
the name . of a Government which simply 
made pronswn for consumers already in the 
district. ::'\o Government would be worthy 
o£ being called a Government which only 
made provision for the people here now. 
Everything that is being done, including 
legis! a tion, and everything else, and every 
scheme put into operation is intended to 
make provision for the future. We want 
to do something that we have not done in 
the past. vYhat is the use of introducing a 
Bill if it is only to do something that we 
ha vc done m the past? \V e want to increase 
ou • power and provide cheaper power for 
industries in the future. There are very 
few industries carried on by electrical power 
to-day. That is because wo have not got 
cheap electrical energy, and power cannot 
b'' obtamed at a reasonable cost. That is 
where private enterprise has failed, although 
hon. members opposite are always lauding 
private enterprise up to the sky. Private 
enterprise has had seventv vcars' work in 
Queensland building up these schemes and 
hao failed to give the people of this co'untry 
cheap energy. I saw a letter in the paper 
this morning with reference to the Sher
wood council supplyin,. electric current to 
the ratepa::ers in that 

0

area at 7d. per unit. 
The writer was a resident of Gracevillc and 
ho complained of the action of tho' Go
vernment in allowing the council to charge 
7d. per nnit. The Government gave the 
council the right to buy the electric current 
in bulk and distribute it for 7d. per unit. 
A httle further along we have the Ipswich 
district, 'vhere a private con1pany operates, 
and charg0s 8d. per unit, "·hich is ld. more 
than the Sherwood council charges. The 
meters belonging to the private company 
sometimes register don blc, and in that case 
you have to pay double. I hac! a meter at 
my place which registered double. It prac
tically rcgist0rod 1 unit per c1av. After 
having had it for tw<'lve months, the corn· 
pany rrmoyed it 8rid_ in'3bdlcd another 
meter, which registers only lHtlf a unit per 
dav. So they practicall:v did n1o out of a 
half unit of current each da~-. I" addition, 
I had to pay ls. 6d. P"l' month for meter 
rent. That is the private companv which is 
SUpposed to do ~UCh QTPat t]lill!Y~. \',~0 do 
not -,,·ant this a.mcndm~nt in the, Bill at all. 
\Ve want to supply cheap energy to the 

[Jfr. Gledson. 

people so that we can compe1e with other 
companies. vVe want to see more indus
tries started, and we want to give them• 
every encouragement. There is a proposal 
to obtain current from the Barron Falls. 
It is not merely intended to light the town• 
o[ Cairns with electric light, but the idea 
is to supply electric power wherever it i;; 
v. antcd, and start manufactories and indus· 
tries in the vicinity of the Falls. It is only 
by supplying our people with cheap elec
trical power that we shall be able to compete· 
with other countries. I think the amend· 
ment will retard progress in Queensland, 
and I hope the Minister will not accept it. 

Mr. MOO RE (A. ubiuny) : It does not 
matter what distance the electrical current 
has to be conveyed; evidently people who· 
live 20 miles away must only be charged at 
thP same rate as those living near th0 power 
station. The hon. member for Ipswich 
referred to the Mount Edwa rds scheme, 
which is purely an irrigation scheme. There· 
is not a tremendous volume of water there. 
I: is all a question of guarantee. If it is
found that the number of people in the
area will not take sufficient water to pro
vide sufficient revenue, then it is going to· 
cost moro money. 

Hon. W. FoRGAO< Si\IITH: Suppose that, 
>vhen they sot out to get that information, 
it is discovered that the number of people· 
>vho agreed to take the water is not suf
ficent to make it a success, what would 
happen then? The people will not go on 
with the scheme. 

Mr. MOORE : If there will not be sufficient 
water revenue, then thev will not go on 
with it. In the >ame way, if there are not 
sufficient users. they will P.ot go on with 
it. The amendment merelv asks that there 
shall be a guarantee that a· sufficient amount 
of power shall be used to pay for a Sinking 
Fund on the outlay. By so doing, we shall 
protect the scheme and the Government, 
because provision is made that, if a sufficient 
amount is not used, a water rate will be 
levir-d on the irrigable land in the area. 
There should be no discrimination between 
the supply of water and the supply of powe;-. 
If a sufficient number of users of water 1& 

not available. the scheme should not be 
proceeded with, unless the people are willing 
to accept the responsibility of paying a rate
in the event of a deficicnc·; for the advan
tage of having the water there if they want 
it and the same principle should apply to 
p;wcr. I do not think there is anything 
unreasonable or objectionable in the amend
ment. As the 11-r'inister stated, the State 
will be responsible for anv loss in the end, 
and the amendment is only a wa;.· of safe
guarding the interests of the State and of 
the taxpayers of the St. a to. I cannot see 
that the amendment will destrov the value 
of the measure. and I think the Minister will 
be well advised to give further consideration 
to it. 

Ho'-:. W. FORGA"' SMITH (Jfarkay): 
I do not propose to accept the' amendment 
of the hon. memlwr for Port Cm·tis. As I 
ha vc alrcadv poinled out, ample safegna rds 
o! the public interests d·e provided. The· 
Minister for the time being may authoris<> 
a thorough in,~Pstigntion of an~~ areas likely 
io bo snitabh~ as IY8tcr poi\'E'r areas. not 
only as to tho po\\'Cl' re ourccs of the area, 
bnt n]so as to tho pos'"ibilit_\· of supplyingr 
sufficient consnnJ·prs 1vith the power 1vhcn 
genemted. There has often been a greau 
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deal of controversv regarding electric 
schemes. Some people think that water 
schemes arc alway~ cheaper than power 
plants such as gas works or something of 
that kind. That does not always follow. 
\Yatcr-generated power is cheapest only 
where a sufficiently large supply is gener
ated, where it has not to be carried too great 
a distance, and where the available con
sumers require a sufficiently large quantity 
of the energy. An Order would never be 
issued by any Minister or Governor in 
Council with a modicum of common sense 
unless those requirements had been satisfied. 
The clause, in the fir,t place, provides-

" Subject to this Act, the Treasurer 
may, from time to time, advance to a 
Board out of any moneys appropriated 
by Parliament for that purpose, such 
surr,s of money on loan as are required 
for the construction of any works which. 
under this Act, the Board is authorised 
to com;:truct." 

We shall be able to safeguard ourselves there. 
The ::Yiinister decides upon a water power 
area. Then we decide that a Hydraulic 
Authority shall be established. It must have 
authorit:c to establish certain works. None 
of those authoeities will be constituted with
out there being justification for it. no 
matter to which parte' they belong. Trea
surers do not go rounJ looking for places 
to lend money to. Any semi-public body that 
comes to the Treasure:· for a loan has to 
submit a sound financi•tl proposition. Conse
quently, the method now proposed not only 
is not IH'c:.essary but imr1osc'-' too onerous 
r~strictions. Take, for exampk, the Cairns 
hmterland area. It has been argued for 
many years past that an ample supply of 
power could be generated to meet the require
ments of the whole of that district both in 
regard to light and pmver, and undertakings 
could have their capacity doubled at the 
~xisting cost. It is further pointed out that, 
tf a cheap supply of power were available in 
that district. other industrie' might be estab
lished which at the present time are not 
sound propositions. The logical conclusion 
frorr> the hon. member's amt'ndment is that 
no enterprise should be e·,tablished unlerH it 
is absolutely certain that there will be a suffi
cient number of customers who will absorb a 
sufficient qua-ntity of pmver. If that were the 
prineiple upon which all peonle acted there 
would be no enterprise in the com~unity. 
Before anyone would start a store he would 
need to be assured of a sufficient number of 
people being prepared to spend so much a 
month. If any businees man went looking 
for such an undertaking. no enterprise would 
be started. All that can be expected is that 
theee are sufficient safeguards under the 
Dill so that no enterprise will be started 
unless there is ample and full justification for 
it-that justifica.tion being- established by an 
inquiry b:: experts into the scheme. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I am wrry 
that the Minister will not accept the amend
ment. If proper invostigation is m'ade in 
cverc· instance, and it is found to be a 
perfectly sound schen;o before being launched, 
there is no need to have this provision. But 
many enterprises have been embarked upon 
and schemes undertaken which have proved 
absoh1tely umound-so manv indeed that 
they have shaken the financ~al stability of 
this State. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SmTH: You may say so, 
but you cannot get people to pay any atten
tion to you. 

Mr. FLETCHER: When you get under· 
neath the surface, the financial position i& 
most deplorable. It was with a view to 
minimising the possibility of any heavy losses 
under the operation of this measure that I 
moved the amendment. If the Minister 
undertakes that there will be competent 
inquiry to see that there is every chance of 
financial success, that is all that is necessary. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH: Every proposal 
that is submitted to the Treasury for a loan 
is properlv inquired into by n,·en competent 
to make the inquiry. 

Mr. FLETCHER : The Minister cannot 
deriy that there have been treme,dous losses 
through ill-digested s<'hemes having been 
undertaken. The State is staggering under 
loan expenditure which does not provide any 
revenue. vV e want to avoid the possibility 
of anything of that kind under this measure. 
This is a perfectly sound amendment, safe
guarding the financial position of the State. 

Amendment (Jir. Fletclze1·) put and nega
tived. 

Clause 8 put and pas•ed. 

Clauses 9 to 14, both inclusive, and the 
schedule, put and passed. 

The I'Iouso resumed. 

The CHAim.IAN reported the Bill without 
amendment. 

Tho third reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

L~EMPLOYED WORKERS INSURANCE 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 
(Jfr. K·irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I 
beg to rnove-

" That it is desirable that a Bill lw 
introduced to make provi~ion for the 
insurance of unemployed workers and for 
other ancillary purposes." 

The object of this Bill is to provide mean' 
wherebv workers will be insured against 
periods" of unemployment. Payments wi!J be 
made to prevent people becoming -destitute 

during periods of unemployment 
[2.30 p.m.] over which they have no control. 

All workers who come within the 
ambit of the Arbitration Court will become 
ineurecl persons-that is to say, any male. or 
female ovPr eig-hteen vears of agt~ wor1nng 
un-der th0 conditions of >tn Arbitration Court 
award will become insured persons under this 
measure. The State, the employers, and the 
employees will each br _leviod unon to pro
vide a fund from whiCh benefits will be 
aYailable. 

Mr. T. R. RoBERTS: Will they contribute 
equally? 

HoN. W. FORGAX SMITH: They will 
e~tch contribute one-third. Under this scheme· 
a fund \Yill be cre~tted which will be con
tributed to in the wa:; I have indicated. A 
six month~' period will elapFe bcforo pay
ment ,-ill he made from the fund. That w1ll 
eno ble the fund to accumulate, and will 
enable the scheme to be put on a proper 
baeis. Onlv the im;ured pPrsons will be 
entitled to benefit under the fnnd. By that 
means we shall ensure thr so[v,ncy of the 
fund. The emploYers will be ea lled upon to 
contribute for the employees whom they 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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engag0. Hco·ulations will be drawn up set
tmo· out then hat'ils on ''Thich tho·JC ~ontribu· 
tio;;, will be made. An Unemployed Council 
•sill be cstabli,hcd, comprising the Secretary 
for Public vVorks, the Dirr·ctor of Labour, 
and the Hegistrar for Friendly Societies, one 
representative fron1 the union::; of ernployoes, 
and one reprcsPntative from the E_lnllloycr~' 
Federation. Those five lJCr;"uns will consh· 
tuto the Unemployed Council. It will be 
their duty to administer the fund a""d carrJ· 
out the various duties sot out in t.he Bill. 
The Bill also endeavours to a large extent to 
n1inimiso the dang('rS of unornployniC~nt by 
regularising the alnou:r:t of availu.ble crnploy
rncnt in various porhons of the State, as 
far as it is possible to do that. That is the 
general cutlino of the scheme. The. Brll 1s 

-dcvisod wlth a view to rncet1ng a mtuat1011 
which J consider it to be the duty of ever:· 
Govcrnm ent to rne0t. In a country such as 
Queensland, where en1ploy1nent is to a very 
larcre ext.ent of n seasonal nature. 1nen a1·o 
un~mploycd during certain period' of the 
year-a het over which they have no control. 
It cannot be considered a desirable thing tho.t 
men who through no fault of their owh arc 
unc~plovcd, should become destitute as a 
result. Consequently, tho scheme is ono th,"t 
should commend itself to Parliament, and 
should commend it,·elf to the people genc
rallv. The Bill is not of a Utopian char
acter but is of a practical character. and can 
be p;lt into operation at an early date with 
.a reasonable chance of su·ccess. I venture to 
sa,- that, when it is put into operation, it 
w{ll o·o a long way towards mitigating th" 
amou';t of suffering ~hat takes place in tlw 
community at the present time as a rccult of 
tmemployrncnt. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I remember some 
years ago that, when the Bill that wae 
referred to as the " Loafers' Paradise Bill " 
was before this House, the Opposition would 
not subscribe to the principles contained in 
that Bill, and moved certain amendments 
which apparently the Government arc now 
adopting. Tihe scheme suggested by the 
amendments moved at that tim<: proposed to 
introduce the German 1-cheme or the old 
country scheme, where the State, the 
employers, and the employees each contri
buted ono-third to a fund in the same way as 
is provided in the Bill. I was rather sur
prised to h8ar the Minister ·state that the 
fund will have a gen"ral a~Jpliottion. The 
nrinriplc laid clown in the GernHtn sC'horne, 
~r the old COLllltry scheme, is that the mem
bers of the ,-arious guilde or crafts confine 
the pa,rticipation in the fu~d to the members 
of the particular guilds or crafts. ' 

Hon. \V FoHGAX SoliTH : Th~ fund m 
Great Britain at the present time embraces 
pretty \\ell everybody, just as this Dill does. 
I am rderr;ng to the 1920 Act. 

Mr. VOWLES: That might be so under 
the 1920 Act, but it was not ,so under the Bill 
that we debated previously. The members 
of the varjous unions or Cl'afts subscribe to a 
provid(•nt or inJurance fund for the benefit 
of their own n1on1b0rs. 

Hon. W. FoRGAX S'IITTII: Nlaw· of the 
orl]:anif1t1ons have out-of-work bCnefih of 
their own. 

Mr .. VOWLES: Under the -chcme I rdcr 
to payments arc made direct by the 
employers. 

[Hon. 1-1r. Porgan Smith. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: Pavmcnt is to be 
made by the State, b 0 the crnployers, and 
by the employees. ThL• emplo:, crs arc called 
upon to pay the employee<' contributions, too. 
Thcv will make deduction from the 
cn1 ployees · \V ages. 

:Wr. VOWLES: We are told that ono of 
thu pPrsons requiring special consideration i::
the s0a~'"'nal worker. \\'hen "\VB gel arc~ being 
fixed in the .-\rbitration Court. if it i, seasonal 
en1ployrncnt the wages arc fixed at a speci
ally high rate, and now the l\1inist.<'r talks 
t1 bout that man, who gets nn C''\:orbitant rnte 
of wn g ~· during the bme h0 i~ working. zetti ng 
assistance from this £unr1 during the o:ff-~eP.",on. 
Hr> is to be kept out of this fund wh0n he is 
not working. That does no~· SC(~m to bt~ fajr. 

Hon. \Y. FonGA)( S:~n'rH: I do not follow 
your re:tsoning. 

Mr. VOvVLES: vVhen the ehcarcrs or cane
cutters go to the Arbitration Conrt their 
wag:os are fixC'd on the basi" that theirs are 
sca-;onal cn1ployn1ent,-t·hat tl1cre arc so n1an~v 
rnonths in tho vear "-·hen th('y f'.'lnnot get 
work-and, as a· result, when they are work
ing their rates arc exceptionally high. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN So!ITH: Aro you asking 
that sueh men should not come uudcr this 
ech0n1e? 

Mr. VOvYLES: If they arc going to come 
under jt, it is ycry unfair to the n1cn wbose 
\Yag0s are not fixed on 'tl10 same basis. If a 
n>'111 is in C'OJ1-'Iant ·work nll the venr ronnd 
and another man gets a rate of p~.v which is 
supposed to h., cquival0nt to a fHll y( ar's 
nav althongh h0 a('tuall:v work~ six 111onths 
in the vear, sur0lv th:Lt ought to he taken into 
c.msidcration when you f'lre arriving; at the 
basis of contribution. to th•· fund. One man 
will be constantlv going on to the fund at 
the cost of the other man. That is rather a 
matter for Committc·o, but it seems rather 
strange thnt the question has not lwcn taken 
into f'onsidcratinn. I sinccrelv trust that in 
these other matters referre-d to there is noth
in.,- of a 'Ctopian nature. I hon·c the Bill 
will not he drastic. We all admit that it is 
ncce:-.snry to mak.e Ron1e provision for 
nncmplovment: but we contend that the 
Govcrnn;cnt arc very largely r0sponsible for 
uncrnplovmcnt at the present time. 

Hon. \V. FoRG.\).; S}!!TH: The Government 
vou supported years a(\O contemplated intro
~lncing an Unemployed vVorker~ Bill. 

1\Tr. r()\\'LES: In those days an amount of 
ov h- £5.000 '" 's sp0nt ;,., c·mncc' ion '"ith 
rclir:f +o nrf'mnlovPd workers, vvL0r 0 a"l th1s 
vcar on'r .4'170 000 has been provid0'l. If 
t.hn r011Solir1:'1tf'fl. rt\rcnuc jo:; going- to bn 
rel;f'vf'r1 of thqt amonnt, and onr-t11lr.-l is to 
hn borne bv the cmnlovcr- and one-third lw 
the cmnloveeo:;, i·h, con~olidB+-0d rcvcn'If' "~111 
lw so P'IJch the hett0r off \Ye do 1onf ohirrt 
;,, an Un0mnlo· eel \Yorkcre Tn~nr'llW" Bill. 
provided it i~ a reason a r1lr' '"'": hnt, if therP 
PTf' going- to h:> obj0r•tion"~hlc featurr" 
imnol'h'd in+(• 1-hc- Dlf'H~Urf' thrn Wf' 111nc:.t 

ohicct to it. That is the attitude tlw Opposi
tioq '"ill hm-o to adopt. 

~Ir. T\YLOR (TT'inrlscr): I am quit0 in 
!lel;ord \Yjtb thC' views of ill"' ]n<>fiC'r nf thr• 
Onposition in rqrrrnl to this l'ill. IF t'10 

Rill is o·oino to bo for the l1enrfit of the 
people n~nd ~-orks out in the di rPction indi
cated bv the ~!inister. '"" an• prepared to 
support'it, but not if it h<L' assncint<'d w!th 
it a number of the objcctinnablc rhus<'s whrrh 
were included in the Bill of 1919. ·r would 
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'iibe the ::Winister to sav whether there is a 
·-clause in this Biil similar to the clause in the 
1919 Bill which spr>cified that. if an emplo:·pr 
n1a·dc over a certain amount of profits. hP had 
to inVL'St a certai~1 fHoportion of the profits. 
jn cnlargirnr tilL' :-cO')C' of his lmsi!IO'-'." Oi.' <'1"'2 
to inv -~~·the n:.oucy :n GoYCTlll11<_.nt Jcbt~n~urr·-"· 

I Ion. _:!:. FonG.\X S:\JJTH : Th~s is praci ir .dly 
U LL'W hLl. 

:.\Ir. TA \_~LOH: That dor':;; not <UlS\YCT mv 
'3,: ~011. l 1, -.lt; ld like rlw hon. gl'ntlr·rnan t~) 

"n '" th,lt is nothing of 
ki::d in , lTIC',' "'111 '. bl'< tuse I 

r:f·riainly l\';]] OJY ~):--cC' <nl-,'lhillg of that nature. 
l-Ion. m rnbrrf. on this ~idu arc just as anxiou" 
as hon. mcinbL'r::; oppo:'31te io SC'P that C\7 f'rvonc 
is e:u1plo:· cd, a.~~ cl \Ye all he pc th~t. as n r= '1dt 
of thi BilL "·' ,Jtall lw :cblc tD fmd employ
nlcnt ont cf tht) fun{1s t0 b2 crc:1t -'d, ~o thrlt 
r0al pcrma;!l>tJL devC'loprJlf'nt -t1 \YOrk will take 
place. '\Ve do not want to sec anyone walk
-ing abont n cciving 1nonc~v Pronlv the fund 
to be crc•c,tcd under this Bill in a State like 

'Qu0en"land. where there is an_v arnount of 
work \Yttiting to giYP emplo,:nnl)11t to c•very
one in tho State. 'YP hope rhat, ''ben thP 
BiJJ b0rorn(~~ 01J' r.1 Hve, tlw GoYC'r'YJl110IJt \V ill 
so direc~ their actiYiti. · that there• ·,,ill be 
real dcvclopnllnt~ll \YOl'k carried out. I haYe 
no :1y1n]Hlfhv ·with the fann idea that we 
·had in the las'c Bill. becau•c it is one of the 
poorest form.'J of l;1.bour in \Yhich \YC co"!d 
·eng~tgu the uneup1o 0rL The Govcrn1nc-nt 
propose to <'l~tPr iuto ·water cons('rva-
tion :;chPn~ :.;; (Jn-1 st:ch af'tivitic~. c.nd 
let us direct the energic·' of the men F]10 

will have to "crept emplo:· mrnf under this 
Incar.;nrc in tb, din~ctlcn of df'vcJopinental 
wcrk v, hi eh vyi!l llo for ti1c good of tho 
con11.:.1:1nit~.- for ~dl tin1e. 

:\Jr. PETHIE (7\inmln'): I trust that th1s 
Bill i~ (rJitc a diffPrcnt. Incasure to the one 
ini1"1at ,d ln' the Go\·rrr1nlcnt in 1919, ancl I 
}lOJE' i-1wt it ;,, ..c!lk ~n to a lnrg~' xtm1t front 
Hw r~~·li-i·dt lTIP'l11p1nved Tnsur:Jll('P Art of 
1920. fL1 fnr a-; t-he ~Iin]ster has outlined the 
Bill. it. ~ :•m ~-~J r'"!r, that it has been largely 

·copied fro_n thnt .Act. 
I-Inn. \',". FoRG.':-< S~IrTH: It is a better Bill 

than thot. 

Mr. PETRIR: I hope it is. If it is not a 
better Bill than the ono initiated bv tho 
·Government in 1919, I am afmicl the' hon. 
gentlernan will ha V(~ a very hard tin1c in 
·getting it through this ChD.mber. Thoro is 
no doubt that this question of unen1ploymcnt 
is a verv serious one and one that should 
be dPalt ·,vith. and tho e:Joner it is dealt with 
t lw het~cr. I thin\< tha~ an unemployed 
\Yorkcrs ll1"Urancc scnc,~u· r., a very good \Vay 
of ovcrcon1ing tlw diii'icnH~v. and I an1 glrd 
to know that nndr:r thi~ Drll th(' Goyern
Inent·, thP cmplo:Tr-.:, ancl the crnplo.t, 'es are 
to crntribute eqqal'tv. That should be ycry 
satisfactorv. but. i£ there re anv dradic 

·c1au:-or-c, .;;;uc~h a;;; 111<\t ·,"H)::-l!·lonPd hv thP lt ldt>r 
bE the ::\atioJJnli~t \. ] n ~nn.'ll to fnreing 
·'nlployrrs nn10~1nt o~ their 
rrc!.\-~ ill lnrsill· :';'; 01' to inn>Jt 
in '. \re v:-ill ccrh1_inly 

1-o ha YC an assurance 
no st ;h cln.usc is 

included l~< thP T~i11. 1-Tow()Y.'l'. \V" sha!l 
have a h.'r' 'l' o~1portnnit~· of di~clr::sing the 
Bill ~'!.t the <..,pc·on~J l'Cading stagt', and I there
foro do not intend to take nn anv further time 
:~t present. · · 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Jo'u.<t Toou-oom bu): 
. After listening· to the Minister when intra-

ducing the BilL wo can congratulate our
sl'l\'t,., on his advof'abng- certain alterations 
of the disastrous Bill \Yhich f'ame before the 
IIo:l ;c in 1920. ·\re ha ye ~till to recognise, 

tJ-_at t~1is lcgi:::l:,l icn will huYe the 
:1..;; the prcv ious BilL inasrnuch as, 

ether Strtt\--':l' come into line 1.vith us, 
\Yi lJ be a handi('~ti_) on some of our 

ill(la:-:trit ''· The rL~n:30ll I ro'ic to speak \vas 
I '"~"U'i not certain ,--bo arc- to con1e 

llill. 
Hon. \Y. Anv \Yorker 

a''- ;ircl of the 
au " insured 

pc1 ·on, 
entitled 

und()r n.n 
Court 

aGd onlv " 
to t:H: bcr;cflts of 

persons" \i\~iJl be 
the Bill. 

T. H. HOBEH.T8: That is one of the 
I f'a:l , l't\ uulu.--,, the Govern1nent 

have• in thc'ir n1inds the bringing of the agri
cu!tul'al inchH3trv uncll'r the Bill. There is a 
largp Hnn1bcr of n1011 cngagf d in rrgricultural 
v orlt ·,y]w ha Ye not up to the pr. ·-ent been 
subject to Arbitration Court awar<L I feel 
very n1uch for those rrwn if thrv are not 
goil1g to :30n:H be 1eiit undt•r ~ nn unen1-
ploycd ~chP!lte likt~ this. lmt I do 
not fl'l'1 to advccate their going to 
the- Arbitrati{J"'! C-nlrt. Katurullv. I view 
the lnea~tn·o with sonH?- apprchrr~s·;on so far 
a.:;. they a re concerned. 

no,, \Y. FoRGIX s~ITTJJ: The S·C'OPO of the 
mcD~-urc- can he ~-xtendec~. 

:\Ir. ~.L\X\YELL (Tornron!f) : I remember 
taking an nctiYl) part in the opposition to 
thP ·· Loa:Zf'l ·' Pr:xadl~c Hill," as it was 
tcn"!H"cl nt the tin1e it v;a:- introduced. and I 
anl tn lu1ow fron1 tl·o l\Ijnlst2r that h.-:> 
is prepared to adopt the principle" enun-
ciated in that n1casnrP. In that JTI("t:::urc the 
whole burc!cn ;vas placed upon one section of 
the con1munlt.·. I think it a vf;ry great pity 
thnt tho Gm-erJFHcnt conlrl not h:wo brought 
suffiriPDt i:;ftucncc• to bear upon the Con1~ 
HHJ!l\YL'a1th nnvcrl1ll.1f'Ht tO introduce such a 
lnC'L:';urc as thi;;::. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGA~; S)I!TF: It rcallv ought to 
be a Cornlnon\vca1th mca3ure. ~ 

Mr. ::\L'\XWELL: I am coming to that 
noiJJt. Ae you ·re going to t1x an industry 
to the <lP!rimcnt nf that industrv. there will 
bo t~lc 0ifficultv thnt C()l'tain in.rlu~trjcs ·wi11 
be taxed to boar the burden of unemploy
ment, while in the other States then' is no 
such n1e~s;urc in 01_)eration. At prcsC'nt indu::;
tries ha..-e to earr:v rnore than they can hoar. 
and to tax them still further will make it a 
very tough proposition to c:rry on. I realise 
that this problem of lH1C'lTIJ1loyment -rJc::H!l'Yes 
eycrv considrration, and "\Ye should trY to 
wh·C: it. There is another aspect of the quos
tion~that i,, relating to the unemployable: 
but I do not pro:1o_,p to go into that rn;:dtc:·r 
now. as I sh ·· ll ha Ye> an oiJnortunih~ of doing 
~o on the second reading-. If thE· Govcrnmr nt 
had trird to inc1uCf' th'c CoP1monw0a1th Uo
yern .lent, or thr Go\-0r··1 nlr:nt.:; of t11f' other 
Statc-f' cf An.o:;tn1lia. t0 intrm-hwe a. sirni1ar 
nwa 11 c. eo that l'R<'h State would he under 
thP snm0 ronclitions, it ''{ndd have Lf·-.cn fnr 
be1t0r for Qnr>cn--lDnrl. Thi-; Hill is going tD 
lw dr;trimcnt~J l to our indn,--trics in Qn0ens~ 
land, ·nn I hope the :Hini· 'er \·ill trv to 
pcrs:wd,, thr otlwr Stnh•s to tnk0 the matter 
np. or. fuilin~· thC'tl1, tu p;~t th0 Con1n1on
\vcalth Go,·rrnmcnt to deal ;vith it. 

Mr. FLETCIIER ·(Port ('urtis): I mHlcr
stand from vhc J\Iinistcr that the Bill pro
ddc for the regularising of industry . 

JJir. Fletchcr,l 
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Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: To prevent unem
ployment as far as possible by regularising 
employment. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to ask the 
Minister what he means by that • 

HoN. W. FORGAX SMITH (liackay): I 
do not think that I would be jnstiiied at this 
stage in entering into a discu.~;;;ion of the 
various clauses of the Bill; but what I 
meant by regularising employ1nent was this: 
We know that certain industries require 
large numbers of men at certain periods of 
the year. Other work can be done by those 
men during the slack perio-d of the year. In 
the sugar district' it would be absurd for the 
local authorities to be emplo:.·ing men in local 
work when the worker.' were required in the 
sugar industry. \Ye have power nndC'r this 
Bill to advise local authorities when local 
works should be gone on with. 

Question put and passocl 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Com

mittee had come to a resoluticn. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING, 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jiackay): I 
beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 

The second reading was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

WORKERS' HOMES ACT Ai\IEXDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jtackay): I 
beg to move-

" 'Jlhat it is desirable to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Workers' Hom{)s Act 
of 1919 in certain particulars." 

This Bill does not involve any new principle, 
or amend any principle contained in the 
existing Act. \Ve merPly desire to make the 

machinerv of the Act more work
[3 p.m.] able. We provide for a twenty-

five years' loan instead of a 
twenty years' loan, as laid down in the prin
cipal Act. \Ve also provide for monthly pay
ments in advance instead of weekly pa,•
ments, and there are several other ,,mall 
amendment' in tho Bill to rcmedv the 
defects in the existing Act. It is intcn~led to 
go on \Yith works under thi' scheme at an 
earlv date. and the sum of £50.000 has been 
plac.ed on the E timates for that pnrpose. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani): I would like to 
take the opportunity at this stage of inquir
ing whether a promise made bv the Premier, 
Mr. T'heodore, in 1917, has been fulfilled. 
In explanation. I might point out that last 
year I :drew att_ention to the reply given to 
a qnestwn of mme by the hon. gentleman in 
1917. The qne-tion that I asked the 
Treasurer, Mr. Theodore, w.ts-

" 1. Are holders of sugar workers' 
blocks able to borrow mone1· either from 
the Agricultural Bank or 'the \Yorkers' 
Dwellings Branch for th~ erection of 
their dwelling·-houses? 

[llir. F'letcher. 

" 2. If not, and the tenure of these
hlocks prevents such loans being granted, 
will he endeavour to arrange with the 
Secretary for Public Lands such a tenure 
as will enable them to borrow either 
under the Agricultural Bank Act or the· 
Workers' Dwellings Act money for such 
purpose, .or in some other way arrange" 
for it to be dare?" 

The Treasurer, in reply to those questions, 
said that the holders of those blocks were· 
not able to borrow at present, but the matter 
would be considered if an application for an 
adve"nce was mad'' to the Commissioner of 
the Queensland Government Savings Bank. 
Applications were then made for blocks, and' 
the Commissioner, in reply, stated that he 
anticipated being in a position to deal with 
the applic,ations very shortly, and had' 
aclvisocl ;\fessrs. J ames Pearce and Thomas 
Hastie accordingly. Nothing, however, has 
been clone up to the present. Now that we 
have got this Bill before us, I suggest that 
we should enable these holders of sugar 
workers' blocks to erect homes. 

Hon. W. FmlGAN SMITH: This Bill does 
not deal \vith that sitna.tion at all. 

~r. S\YAYi'~E: I sugge't that an oppor
tullJty might be given to tlw locJ!dcrs of 
those workers' blocks to obtain homes of 
their own. cspeciallv as the Premier pro
mised in 1917 that somethino: would bo done. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH: This is an 
entirely different Act. \Ye are not amending 
the Savings Bank Act at present. 

Mr. SW A YNE: I think I am quite in 
order in sug-gesting what should be included· 
in this n1casure. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN SMITH: We are amend
ing the Workers' Homes Act. 

Mr. SW A YNE: The question of unem
ployment crops up in every measure that we· 
have before us. I suggest that the people 
I refer to should be· enabled to borrow money 
to erect homes of their own. \Yhen I asked 
that question I wanted them to get per
mission to borrow under the \Vorkers' 
Dwellings Act. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would point 
out to the hon. gentleman that the question 
he is now raising has to clo \Yith the Workers'" 
Dwellings Act. This Bill proposes to amenc!: 
the \Yorkers' Homes Act, which is an 
entirely· different measure. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toou·oomba): 
'I'he Yiinistcr said that he was not amending 
the principal Act, but was making it more 
liberal for persons to take advantage of the· 
Act. 

Hon. \Y. FoHGAX SliiiTH: \Ye are not 
,arnending any principle. 

::Vir. T. R. ROBERTS: This Bill was 
introduced by the Premier, and, judging by 
the remarks he made on that occasion, it is 
a diffcrent measure to what \VC expected. 
I undcr,tancl that it is to assi'' workers to 
g<'t homos. If t-:1at is so, I \Yckome it. I do 
not think it -.. ill be a\·ailed of to any extent, 
because we h<JYe to rerogni~c that it is a' 
cr:",tl_v propo~ it ion for tJ1e aYerago wage
e'lrner to get a home at prco.enL 

'\Ir. SWA YXE (Jiimni): I was referring 
to the question of the holders of sugar 
workers' blocks being able to take advantage· 
of this Bill to get homes of their own. They 
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should be allowed to borrow money under 
this Bill. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: This Bill does 
not deal >vith that question at all. 

Mr. SWAYNE: There is nothing to pre
vent the Government from extending the 
provisions of this Bill to include tho,e who 
hold sugar workers' blocks. 

The CHAIRJYL\.=": Order. I would point 
out to the l10n. member that this Bill deals 
with people who are landless. It only 
applies to those who have no land at all. 

Mr. SWAYNE: The question in my mind 
·was whether it could not be extended to 
include sugar ·workers' blocks, because .a 
prorr1ise n1a.dc years ago with respect to those 
.blocks has not beeP carried out. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR1IAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a reoolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (:11ackay}: I 
,beg to lllOVO-

" 'l'hat the Bill be now read a first 
tin1e." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading was made an Order of 

the Day for to-morrow. 

BARALABA-CASTLE CREEK RAILW.\.Y. 
APPROVAL OF PLAN, ETC. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Jir. Iiirwan, Bri3bane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. J. Larcombe, J[ eppel) : I beg to 
_:move-

,, That the House approves of the plan, 
section, and book of reference of the pro
posed extensioh of the l\1ount :\1organ 
Branch Railwav from Baralaba to Castle 
Creek, in length 52 miles 51 chains." 

'The passing of this resolution will forgo 
another link in i·he Government's policy of 
encouragen1cnt of population, land settlmnent, 
irrigation, and production. It is an indi
cation that the Government intend to con
tinue their policy of developing our rich 
natural recources, their policy of decen
tralisation, and their policy of seeking to 
stem the tendencv to drift to the towns. I 
:think those are, very laudable objects of 
which all members of the Committee will 
approve. I mentioned last week other 
phases of the Goyernment' s policy in relation 
-to these very important problems. There is 
the Burnett scheme and the ); orth Coast 
Railway completion scheme, making avail
able rich sugar lands and the erection of 
rnore sugar-mills, and the great agricultural 
organisation schen.to, 

This railwav is necesf:tr,- to enable the 
Government to inaugurate. and develop a 
great "\Yatcr conservation and irrigation 
scheme in the Dawson Valley. It is a scheme 
which will mean much to Queensland and 
to the ;,-hole of Australia. It will enable 
settlement to proceed apace and wealth and 
-production to increase. \Vhen completed, it 
will be one of the largest in Australia, and 
-even one of the largest in the world. That 

is our claim, and it is no extravagant claim, 
and we look forward to the completion of the 
scheme with confidence and without fear of 
any opposition. This railway must be ju,ti
iled as part of a water conservation and irri
gation scheme, and the motion must bo con
·.trued as wide enough to enable me to deal 
with it as such, because without that scheme 
the construction of the lino for which I am 
seeking approval could not be justified. 
Obvious advantages will accrue fron; the con
struction of the line in other respects, but 
the mam advantages of it will arise from its 
being essentially part of a water conserva
tion and irrigation proposal, and, that being 
so, I would like to make reference to the 
recognition of the importance of ·water con
servation and inigation in other parts of the 
world. 

As hon. members know, in the United 
States of A~n~rica, in India, in Egypt, and 
elsewhere millions of money have been spent 
on \Vater conservation and irr·igation and 
:nillions of people have been settled' upon 
Irngatcd lands, and huudreds of millions of 
pounds' worth of products have been obtained 
from the lands. The history and romance of 
water con'-<crvation and irrip-ation in other 
countries of the world is '.! 

0

fascinating and 
valua_ble subject of study, but time will not 
permit me to do n,ore than hint in p&ssing 
at what has been done in other countries. 
I would like to qu?te a paragraph which 
appeared 111 the Bnsbane " Telegraph " of 
29th March last-

" London, 29th March. 
" Th~ House of_ Commons has passed a 

resolution approvmg of the raisiniT in the 
l:nited_ Kingdom of a loan of £150,000,000 
for railways and irrigation in India." 

That indicates the importance that is 
attached to this subject in other countries. 
Commg nearer home, we have Henmark l'IIil
dura, imd Yanco-all settlements which' ha Ye 
made progress, and which have been assisted 
in their inauguration and development by the 
able and vcrsatde pen of the late Right 
Honourable ~lfred Deakin, whose writings, 
based upon his study of the question and his 
powers of observation did much for irri
gation in Anstralja, ' Before reforrina to 
Queensland, I. might be permitted to quote 
one or two bnef extracts from the Common
we':lth '" Year Book " of 1920, on page 4~0 of 
which I find the following:-

"Active operations were commenced in 
1887, since which date marvellous pro
gress has been made, instanced in the 
fa ~t that. ?riginal!y used as a e heep run 
and carrymg- one sheep to everv thirtY 
arros, the dried fruit harvested from 
13.000 acr<"" in 1920 was valued at 
£1.238,373 gross. 

" The Renmark Irrigation Trust was 
«J.ablished in 1893 on similar lines to 
lYII!dura, but on a Rmaller scale. 'I'he 
area of settlement is 21.000 acres the area 
under irrigation being 5.364 acr~s. There 
a re also 1.000 acres under crop for ha\. 
The dried fruit packed for 1920 was 2 500 
tons, green fruit 5.000 tons, 11nd ihe g;·oss 
value of the production for the year 
exceeded £235,000. The population of 
the town and settlement is 4,000." 

Lot us assimilate tl~e elo<wence of these 
figures. Mildura originallv carried one 
sheep to ?0 acres. ~ow tlie Yalue of the 
crop off 13,000 acre, is over £1.238.000. The 
area under irrigation at Henmark is 5,364 

Hon. J. Larcornbe.] 
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acres, the population is 4,000 persons. and 
the value of the proclnction exceeds £235,000 
a year. 

Those figures arc very interesting and, I 
think, very convincing in a discussion on 
such a resolution as I tun inYiti:ng the Corr.L'~ 
rnittee to voie upon. because the quest~on 
is one of water consernttion and irrigation. 

Cominp: to ('ucensland, I recollect that, 
when I hrst entered thi Chamber, the httc 
Sir \~Tillian1 MacGret~·or was GoYcrnor, and 
he emphasised the va~luc of irrigation as the 
foundation on,, hich the future of Queensland 
would depend. He said that then' neYer 
had been a C0 1_1ntrv 1vhcre ;;;chcmes of 1:rater 
CPnservation alld i~Tigation coulcl be crnried 
out n1ore satisfactoril.v than in Queensland; 
and our 0 1.Vll _cxperiPnce and observation 
confn'In the lrrlport.nic ' which ho '·O 
eloquently and forcibly a• .,igncd to irrigation. 
not onl:; because of hls gTeat learning and 
reading, but also hecau"c of his natun1l 
ability. Here in Quccmland \YC have periods 
of drought., and naturall_v our tL )U~.!;hts turn 
to the problen1 of rninin1i:;;;ing, if llot entirely 
eradicating, the effect of tho~o disastrous 
occurrences. Furth€'r, · e ~· ectrly in1port into 
Queensland many thoueands of ponnds' worth 
of products which could well be grown 
within tho limits of our own State. and 
because of all these facts the motion I ani 
!YIOVing wnl, I an1 sure, l'C'C't'iY(' the comml';n
dation and endorsen:lf'nt oi hon. rncmbers of 
the Committee. 

I would like in p ,,,·ing bricfl~; to touch 
~pon the Da\v;,on ·v nlL_~y irrigation scheme 
Itself, and to give j11 ,t n ~-hcri·. outline of 
what it im·olvcs. 'The immediate sclwmo 
inYolves the construction of a tPnlrJorary d~u11 
at Ca,tlo Creek, 53 mile' from Bara1aba. and. 
in addition to that, a darn at Delusion Cred;;::. 
Those two da1~1s wi11 furnish the founr1a
tion of the irnmrdiatc ~chclne. The cornplcte 
scheme js a big one and a progn_"~'ivc one, 
but the dam at Castle CTcek will make avail
able oYer 5,000 acres for irri,.ration, and will 
also enable settlers to he> settled and revenue 
to be ~ccurcd while the bi,:ger scheme is 
~eing developed: . The con~pleted sch1 me 
mvolvcs, lYl addrt10n to the railway from 
Barala.ba to Castle Crcdc-a distance of 53 
miles-a railv, ay horn C'astle Crc,ek to 
Delusion Creek-a distance of 25 miles or a 
total of 78 n.ilcs. In flcldition to the' dams 
at Castle Creek and Delusion Creek there 
will be a, big darn at Nathnn':3 'Gorge, 
n~mcd after our prc"'cnt GoYernor. Those 
three clams, together with the canals and 
regulators, will form the basis of this great 
scheme. 

Honourable members conversing in loud 
tone,c;;, 

The CHAITIThL\~: Oeclcr! I appeal to 
hon. gentlemen to conduct thrir conYcrsa
tions in a lower tone I hope thev wj]] obcv 
my l'CCJUCst. \Vhilo we may h<: ;,blc to g;, 
ont and SPPk tcmporar:v r0lief. the n1en1bers 
of the " Hansard" staff have to bo alert at 
thcit· clutics frol1l 11 a.m. to 11 p.m .. ctnd I 
lt ust that hon. mcmlwrs ''"ill assist tlw taff 
and endcanJUr to iightcn their dntie.s. 
1Hear. hear!) 

'flw SECRSTc\RY FOR R), ILWAYS: 
The area C?f land that thjs great schr1ue >sill 
m'•ko avmlablc is eo:: 'idei·nble. Fn!il tlw 
behaviour of the dam is thoronghlv tPstecl 
and more scientlllc C'Yidcnce obtalnE:d 8S to 
its power and cct;Ja-eity. lOO,OCIJ acres 1vill be 
rnado avajlablc for irr)~~,ttioll purrHJ~iC~S; but 
the D"partment of Pu1Jlic Lands estimates, 
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as the rcsult of its survey, that over 300,000 · 
acres will ultimately bo available for irriga
tion purposes. Of com·se, tlwt will not be· 
used irnmecliatelv the Nathan darn is 
construdccl. In , addition to the inigable 
land. the Department of Public Lands esti
mates that approximately 1.000.000 acre', of 
non-irrigable lands will be r,larl· a vaihble 
\Yitbin a 15-Elile racli1n of tbi; r:-~ilwav. That 
i..; a yer~r in1pcrtant fact. \Ye haYe ~cen the· 
rapid growth of the cotton industry in the 
Daw::-on ·valley distriC't, c;,nd the making 
anila.ble of eo much extra land within a 
rensonrrble distanco of railwaY ~Oin1nunica
tion ";·ill giY€ a trc1nendou:, itnpctus to 
C'otton growing and allied inchu:.tries in the 
Central district. 

ON· could go on for a long time· empha
sising- the virtues of this great scheme. \Vith
out using C'xtravagant langua.gc, one can sa.y 
thnt it certainly is a wonderful srhc:nc. It 
rr1ake·- the inulgination reC'l to attc1npt. to 
de~crih~~ the 'Yealtb and rnagn1turle of the 
no_sibilitlcs of this Da\\ -on \i'alley water·· 
Con3crY:J.tion and irrigabon propOsal. It 
rc•rn_inds n1e of a few lines frorn Dante. 
Dnrinrr mv studic., of that pant man'' years 
e.~·o, ( rra·d of the snirit of Bcatrice leading:· 
Dantc through the -wonders of heavect and 
his saying-

" Oh. speech! how feeble and how faint· 
art thou 

To give conception birth! " 

Sr-erch is too faint and too feeble to <>xplain 
the Ynmders of this great schr1nr• wh]ch we
arc clevplopin~r in the Central district. I an1 
('r•rtain tl1r1t hon. ffi/'ITlber;; \Yho have not 
(_dn:aclv Yi~it0d tbc Cc11traJ di JTict will agree 
with 1~1\' remarks \Yhen the-; ,·isit that di~
trjft. Thcv will feel that ,<·c:rds Hl'- ridiru
lonslv ina~1.rqunte to C'X]JI'-E ;; proper HI>pre
ci ~~ti~)n of this wonderful srh0rflf'. wh1ch ha,~ 
been hi<>'hlv snokcn of, not onlv bv t.h<: 
c~nert.;; ~YhO h~Ye lJ('C'l1 up. hut ·b.' l-nlblic 
rr1Pn \Yho IYC'l'C ab1c to apprccint0 such ~:rhc1n0s 
P".'en thou£'h they might not have technical 
knowl0dgc. 

I-I vdro-c1f,rtr1c po~~ibiiities haY(' bc0n mcn
tion~rl jn Con1n1ittcc this aft~'rnonn in con
nection with anoth0r measur,:•. That. i:;;: an 
important nhase of thi' scheme in thn D'n;, '"11' 

V n lleY. The supply of cheap pO\\'Pr \Y~ll be 
an imnortant factor \Yhicb. I lwlieYe, '"'1\ lw 
rPali~~d Lefo1~0 n1an:-~ years pa;.:::, a;;:; or:e of 
the results of this gTcat schc>me. It l1as been 
sugp.;f'Stccl from tim~e- to tin1e th:1t. thl' Da•,-.:-.on 
\'a1lcv rDnnh•...-¥...- is :;;ubicct to ftc1od1ng . ..-\C'cord
ing ~~ the be'o.t rossible ;cports that ,can be 
Dhtn1ned. th0rc 1s no senou ctnngcr 1n that 
rlirection. ThPrE' haYo lwen flood~ in the 
Dnwson \ 7 n 1lcv Jistrict, a YCl"\- flPPious onP. 
ocrurrin(r thir'tv ven rs ag-o. \1,~hPn n. floot1 
of that n~1ture cng~1lfs thc,Daw Oll Vallf'v, the· 
whole Stc,to is engulfed, so, re'' lh·, it is :;ot a.n 
n.rg"umcnt against the Daw.:;:on Vnllt:'.Y st 'JCn:le. 

becan'e the s:•me possibilitir,, are lct<>nt c·m
ccrning any other scheme that ma:, be put in 
opPration. 

J\Tr. Br:nm: GTOX: The only ar(ru1ncnt l<:. 

thn cost of doing it. 

Th0 SECRETARY FnH TI \ IL \Y .-\ YS: 
The cost will be fraction~! com)lilrPd with 
the added value to the land a, the rC'olllt 
Df the construrtion of the rai1W2Y i"ld th( 
deYelopment of this ·chcme. I think T 'hall 
b,, able to sati,fy the hon. member on that 
point. 

i\lr. BEBBIXGTO:<i: \Yhat about Inkcrman? 
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Th" SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Inkerman is a commendable phase of the 
Government's policy. 

:1\lr. DEBBINGTON : You are easily sr.tisfied. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member d0es not know what he is 
talking abGut. Does ho knDw what it costs 
to water Mildura? 

!\lr. BEBB!NGTON: ="lo land can carrv the 
rents you put on after irrigation. • 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I want to remind the Committee that the 
co~t of irrigating Inkcrman--

Mr. DEBBINGTON: £7 an acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member does not know anything 
about irrigation propGsals. Does he knDW 
1vhat it is costing in Renmark? 

l\ir. BEBBINGTON: I do. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
He does not, Dr he would not make the 
remark he has made. I have the figurE". 
which indicate that the cost at Renmark and 
Mildura runs up to £30 an acre for "·ater, 
vet the hon. member for DraYtDn makes a 
stupid rC\mark about £7 being "an unbearable 
burden. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: So it is. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
In country like Inkorman, where they grow 
rich cane ~.nd have valuabk land, what is 
£7 an acre compared with what can be 
secured from the land? It is comparativc:y 
light. It is not a ·question Gf what it rosto1 
to get the water; it is a question of what 
the land produces after it is watered. The 
hon. member who talks glibly rtbont £7 an 
acre will be surprisecl to learn that at :Mil
dura and Renmark it has run up to £30, £40, 
and oven n1orc. 

Let me proceed from the point at which 
I was interrupted. I want to quote from the 
report of J\fr. Dcshon, the Hydraulic Engi
neer, on this important questiGn of flooding. 
He say,-

" The fact that, durmg high floods, the 
Dawson RiYer flats are liable to imme
diate inundution might be considered a 
detriment to the scl{cme. A flood simi
lar to that of 1890 occurring with the 
rescrYoir nearly full would probably, in 
spite Gf large sluices, cause inundation, 
but ordinar:; floods, in my Dpinion, can 
be regulated, and any risk of flooding 
the farms averted." 

That opinion of the Hydraulic Eng-ineer is 
supported by eminent authority, and hon. 
members can secure the information from 
the reports which are a\·ailable. 

Legislation will be introduced by the 
Premier later empo"·ering- the Go\·ernmcnt 
to appoint a trust to control this scheme as 
well as other irrigation schemes in the State. 

The scheme of control will be such 
[3.30 p.m.] as. I think, will be satisfactory 

1'o hon. mcmbNs opposite as well 
as to hon. members on this side>. An experi
mental farm will be founded. and the best use 
to "·hich land can be put will be ascertained. 
The size of the areas will be satisfactorily 
determined, and other information will be 
secured. 

The r"ilway proposal aims at the construc
tion of the line from Baralaba to Castle Creek, 
a distance of 53 miles, at an estimated cost of 
£471,000. [ \~ant hon. members to note 
particularly that that sum includes the cost 

of the tulcgraph s;ystem, survey, and rolling
stock, and not the construction of tho line 
only. A lower estimate has been given for 
the construction of the lino only. 

Mr. FLETCHER: What was tho estimated 
cost of construction? Was it £250,000 l 

The SECRF.TARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
The first rough estimate was £350,000. The 
cstima to of £471,900, as given by the Com
missioner for Railways, is an estimate to 
cc,-er the telegraph system, survey, and 
rolling-stock. Other estimat"' ha vo been 
giYen, but this is a reliable estimate which 
llas been carefully worked out. The Public 
\Vorks CommissiGn gave an affirmative 
report in connectiDn with the construction 
of the line. A committee was appointed 
by the Railway Department, by the Depart
ment of Public Lands, and the Treasury 
Dr•partmcnt in collaboration. and that CGm
mittee also approved of the construction 
of the 11ne. Its report is embodied in 
the report of the Public Works Commission. 
b addition to that, the Railway Commis
sioner has reported favourably, and his 
report, in conj u notion with the otlwr reports, 
furnishes valuable information. I presume 
hon. members have stu·dicd those reports. It 
is intended later on to construct a line to 
be1usion Crock, the survey of which has 
aJreadv been authorised. That shows that 
the Government are uot going on in a half
h•arted or a piecemeal way. \Ve are going 
to carry thP scheme right through without 
undno interruption and without undue 
delay. 'Eho Commissioner for Railways, in 
hi, report on the proposal, stated-

" As settiement proceeds business will 
increase, and with irrigated areas under 
cultivation this railway should befGre 
long carry a heavy traffic, which will 
matcriallv assist other sections of our 
lines. . " . . I anticipab that shortly 
after completion the line will earn about 
£7,000 per annum. . . . The cost will 
be about £6,400 per annum. . . . If 
an extensive irrigation scheme be carried 
Gut simultaneously with the building of 
the railway a very ·large area of good 
country will be closely settled and be 
highly productive. I recommend the 
building of the line." 

The route has been a contentious matter, 
but careful and exhaustive inquiry has been 
made, with the r<''ult that the lino will be 
commenced from Baralaba rather than from 
Rannc"<. All the exports who have investi
gated the matter have agreed on that. The 
report~. seem to be of a unanimous nature. 
The reasons in favour of Baralaba as a com
mencing point are-

1. Shorter and cheaper cDnstruction; 
2. It will serve country on both sides 

of t.be river ; 
3. It will eliminate the building of an 

unneceS'·ary branch line from Banana 
t.o l'.ioura; 

4. The line is not likely to suffer any 
material damage from the highest 
floods; 

5. It will enable the spread of prickly
pear to be more effectively ooped 
with. 

Mr. PETERSON: Did the Public Work:. 
CommissiDn go over the route ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I understand they investigated the country. 
Th" hon. member fm Mount Morgan, the-

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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Premier, and myself, with His Excellency 
th<> Governor's party, went over t.he country 
carefully. 

1\1 r. l'ETEHSON : Did you go over the rail
way surve,y '? 

The SJ£CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Not O\'or tllo whole line of sunev. ln a 
en· o liko this it is not so much ~ matter 
ot J\linistors or members of Parliament rely
in,;- on their own judgment. The Public 
'vVorks Commission takes evidence from land 
ex ports and hydraulic experts. 

Mr. l'ICTERSON: Did the Public vVorb 
Cornmission go over the surve;c"od route? 

The SEC'RE'rARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Hon. members have the report of the Public 
\\'arks Comn1ission. The Conunission, Hl 
>tddition to its own observations, Nclled rail· 
way experts, land experts, and hydraulic 
e"perts, and, as a result of that ondence, 
tl1<' Commission unanimously endorsed t.he 
llaralaba starting point. Rannes was sug
gested, and 1 specially submitted that ques
twu in the first place to the combwed com
mittee. 1 would not allow any one depart· 
ment to determine that question. 1 asked the 
combined committee representing the Depart
ment of l'nblic Lands, the Railway Depart· 
ment and the Hydraulic Department, to 
meet' and discuss the question of the route, 
,, hi eh they did, and, as a result, they recom
mended Baralaba as the startmg pomt. 
Subsequnntly the Public Works Commie'·ion 
endorsed th~t recommendation. and it has 
been endorsed by Inspecting Sun-eyor Amos. 
This scheme is primarily and essentially a 
\Vater conservation and in·igation scheme. 
Tu build the line from Rannes would mean 
that a line wculJ. be constmctcd extending 
away from the irrigation .area-the bJn. 
mGmber for Normanb0 admrtted that hrm
sclf. He admitted that the Baralaba start· 
ing point was the better for an irrigatwn 
scheme. 

Jl,h. l'ETERSON : Yes. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The f'chemc is not being 

caniod on because of any political necessity 
tu get men into the electorate'? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
A suggestion like that is unworthy of any 
hon. member. In connectiOn w1th every 
line of public works policy that we have 
attempted, we have had the s~me cowar:~ly 
and mean jibe thrown out. 'Ihe same Jibe 
was thrown out in connection with the 
Burnett scheme. It was said that it was a 
vote-catchincr scheme. The same was said 
when we p~shed on rapidly witJ:: the con
struction of the North Coast Ratlway and 
,,dwn we comn1cnccd other schemes. Can a 
Government not ·do anything without the 
suggestion of party political influence and 
polltical advantag? being made.? vYe have 
commenced very b1g schemes wh1ch wtll have 
a far-rcachmg effect on the destiny and wel
fare of Queensland. \Vhcnever we have 
attempted such schemes we hav<e received the 
same jibo··. It is pleasinr( to state that men 
in very high commercial positions have 
approved of the Govt>rnment's schemes from 
time to time, and have not made unworthy 
'uggo,tions like that which has been made 
b, the hon. member for Drayton. 

~ l'l1r. ConsER: No one has ever sai-d that 
thn Burnett scheme was a vote-catching 
£cheme. 

The SEC'RETAR Y FOR RAILWAYS : 
The suggestion has been made. and there 
is not the slightest justification for it. The 
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l?awson schcrr1e ;s one of vvatcr conserva
tion and irrigation. If that is so then 
t!Ic better commencing point is lla{·alaba. 
'I hat has been agreocl to by the hon. me m· 
ber for .l'iormanby. If the schenw is 11ot 
~·o1_ng . to be a "\Vater conservation anu 
rrng':t10n '·.cheme, then the railway is not 
J U6ilficd. 'l'he route from llaralaba wiil 
load to the heart of the irrigable country. 
whereas the !we from Rannes v.ould lead 
out of the irrigable areas and would moan 
that a branch line would have to be con
structed. It would be unsatisfactory from 
the v10wpomt of the Rail wa,Y Dep~rtrnent 
to have to operate the two line;, and 1t would 
al-.o mean 1mnecessary ovcr-capitalisa,tion. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: T.hat is what I meant. 
The rarlway route was selected because it 
leads to the centre of the irrigation scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOH RJ,ILWAYS: I 
do not think that anyone can queotiOn that 
the B~ralaba starting- point is more satisfac
tory tnan the Hannos str.rting point. 'l'hc' 
hon. member for Drayton referred to the 
cost of the scheme. On the pre,ent estimate 
I do not suppose the whol·e scheme will cost 
more than £2,000,000, but the added value of 
the land wlll be at least £10,000,000. It has 
been plac~d a'; high as £20,000,000; but, on a 
c.?nservative ~'tlmate, the added value to the 
Crown lands as a rrsult of the construction 
of this scheme will be £10,000,000. Mr. 
Partr1dge has b{~C'n appoint_·d a commissioner 
to inquire into the scheme and he will correct 
the various estimates th~t have been made. 
At all events, many millions of pounds will 
be addr·d to the valu·c of the lands in that 
distri et by the construction of this scheme. I 
remember the late Sir \Yilliam MacGrorror 
mentioning on one occasion that an irrigat7on 
scheme in Egypt which cost £3 000 000 paid 
for itself in three years. ' ' 

Mr. FLETCHER: The Yanco scheme will 
never pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
One cannot Foy that definitely because of 
the substantial increase of the 'value of the 
inigable land as a result of that scheme. In 
California and other countries ;,rid desnh 
have been transformed into gardens of bt'autv 
and productiveness, and the added value ha's 
been as high as £160 per acre. ln India and 
in other countries the same enormous increase 
in the value'·• of land has resulted from the 
con~.truction of irrigation schemes and the 
nece~sf! ry raihvays. 

Mr. DEACOX: Is the necessary water avail
able in the Da wson? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That question has been thoroughly gone into, 
and it is estimated that there will be sufficiont 
water to satisfactorily irrigate large areas 
when the dams are completed. \Yhen the 
--chBme is completed probably 4,000 or 5,000 
settlers will be able to secure living arf·JS, and 
afterwards. with the lOJ.OOO acres of irrigable 
land and the extra 200,000 acres which may 
subsequently be irrigated, and 100.000 acrcs 
of non-irrigable land, it will mean that up to 
20.000 settlers will ultimatelv be established 
in tlnt Dawson Vallcv count~v. This is part 
of our great public 'works Jlolic:v which is 
goin~ to f'rwh:C' us to bnlld un a big agricul· 
tural population. and, in addition, S·.~·cure an 
E'normous increase in the value of the land. 
There are a good many products that we 
import that we can "'ell grow for ourselves, 
but there is an enormous export market 
available. too. There is hardly any limit to 
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t~e weahh··prodncilm1 pos~ihilitie~ of the Stat.c 
ot 1 Qye,:r:"~~nd. The Under Secretary for 
Pnd_Jc .l_.<u~~l~ out t11 tt. so fwr as the 
non~unt?:·ab.lc conccrncxi. thf'TC' ould 
be e.n atidr·d . of £2 to "£3 p r Io 
otl1l'r ~·ouni rH added vnlue nf ha~ 
hP-en d'Om up to .£:200 
Thcref~:n·(~. r (' see thC' t'llC l'D10US 

for r·"tunate there is without undnh
In,s the f'·-'timatP. ~ 

:i.1r. J._ H. . .HOBETIT~: r thour.;ht vour idea 
was to g1vc· u:- el1eap land? -· ~ 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
So ,,rjll ha.vc c:u:aq la11d. The r.:rrL rk of 
the nH•rnb~r fc r 'p~ bwt)rth re~n1nds 1ne 
of . ar,,w of tLc. Em,tem thcory-rol1tivity. 
What 1~ tnP me"nmg of cheapness? h it not 
a n1bbve t,"n" '! If you can get land at· £5 
or even £10 per aero and secure £20 per 
acre from the produce of that land. it is 
cheap land. · 

Mr. J. H. C. HOBERTS: You only think this 
<!!an be done-. 

The SECHETAHY FOH HAILi.Y A YS: 
BJ: !HkJng thr· stati!"tics in < onncct1on with 
M Ilc!ura. Y a nee:. und th0. irrigation sC'hernt·6 
of oth ·r rmmtrre,, there rs no doubt that in 
tuno g<>od rd,urns will be s<'"ured. Although 
there mc_v be no actual profits for a 
numbe1 of years on 1ht' money required to 
hudd_ thP r:qlway. \YC sl1al1) as a l'P")Ult of 
the 1Lcn~a<;:,: d Yrdu • of the· land. get back 
an, er10rmcq.1..: amo:Jnt n1ore than \YC ~pLud on 
l'LJlway corh~truct-ion. 

Mr. J. li. C. RoBERTti: Q,•rr a period of 
fiftc•·. :n }'(~~H;-'. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: 
Ovc; :'! 1nd Lf r;fu f'!l YC',Lrs WC shall be 
gl't~1ng a large arriou'nt. 

}_:;:r. f·.2::.m~liT'O~ · 1.~,;J \Yil! hard1v 
1·' ~n flfrre:1 ye:ar."'. Ir -.,yi1l b.· 'a 

ou t1H' ~· .1 f1 .yc·rE' for r ;'nty ye,tr::;. 

:nETAHY FOE RAIL\\.·\ YS: 

T't, 
\\ c h<''ii. 

Y.d-!t:(J'? 

\~an en i-- a hig hurden 

FCHt RAIL\YA··~·s: 
JJ(, ilJJll1·rdiarC' prohr .. 
···.·h· look ::n 

fo1· 

l'P~urn n.:.. a 
g-oing to 

been 

Pia ,,,..,nrth 
pay indlrccth·. 

T!Ltt j.; 'h '"\' 
'Yf'r r-i\·"' ( l11L~r 

FOl1 HAIL\L\ YS: 
~, 

. . 
1 no nL:n '<' 1n 

£._r,._, in Quceu.;-:a11d for nC'arJ:v thre~:
yr_ ar": ,!·! "•et, th8rc hcvc bc,,n In an-:.- reduc
tions in frPight~ and fttrcs. and the, c~·1untry 
line, fHn'<; !:wncflt,-d ~rPatl:,· as a result. Our 
rnair. En"-, XJav \V(']L If V\C \vcre to inrn=~af'f~ 
0\1.1' f 11 c tlnti fr-_·igh-'--: in .ordPr to show a 
profit on th<" tcilwa~s. it would be th<' cnuntrv 
lin., 1hn<c would suffer. Hightly under-too<i, 
1.hf're no ~·"'Jeh thlng as a loss on the rail
wap. because the producPrs have the money 
in their pockets, which otherwise they would 
have to pay out in increased fares and 
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freights. According to the evidence placed 
!·,lore me w0ck after w<•ek and month after 
n1onth, the produ.·c'r' arc imintasurablv better 
off C\S a result of t)w construction of ra.ilwavS. 

havP told nL' that the constructi"on 
· ac,' of £3 or £4 

:,. land within a 
,Jrort time. I YYould ask the 

hon. mlmbct' for Pitt ·"onh to read the 
reports of the Public iY orks Commission. I 

:?:-; OIH' of ht' orjginal JnPn1b"rs of the Public 
C'rnn:mi:'~ion, and \\ (' took evidence 

the portion of Q.nf"\cnsland, 
"' tr_\ndered to us at 

rhe1·e \Yonlcl b:' an increase in 
rnan~. inst<tncPs tu the- Ya1uo of non-irrigable 
land to tlw settler of from £3 to £4 per 
aere fron1 the construction of a railway. 

'.fr. J. H. C. HOBERTS: Take hard facts. 

The SECH.ET_\RY FOH HAILWAYS: 
If it wcro· not for the Government's generous 
poliey in r<:'lation to fares and freights, half 
the people in Queensland would have been in. 
ihe cities to-clav. 'The fact remains that the 
percentage of persons in the cities in Qu-eens
land to-dav is lower than the percentage in 
the other States, where there is no Labour 
pn rt~~ 1 n pe\\'f'f. 

::\1r. J. H. C. RoBERTS: How is it that the· 
country shows a decrease in population? 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
That is not correct. If the hon. member 
le .)ks at the electoral rolls for 1921, before
the rNlistribution took place, he will find that 
tl:ere had been a great increase in country 
districts HS compared with 1915. Anticipating 
r har t hr contention would be raised, I w'ent 
irto the mati0r, and I find that in three or 
L.;;r ( ]?, o_· -~tPs. such_ fl~ Korrnanby, IIcrbert, 

: · f-thtT ('~Juntrv dl~trirt, thrrc has bL·Cn a 
.:..·;.h ~, ntia 1 1~·, · _,c {;£ rh•( !-or::. It is no use 
t:hr\ hrm. fo1· Pi:tsvvorth rrttmnpting 
h1. il:r,'ri•·~ "1(Jn ro ar!!UP thnt th, countrv roll& 
-:.<·w· <1. ·d1 -:1 :Jhe n~drr this A(hninistl:~Jlon~ 
()rl tht· -tO!i~rarv, tf;E'Y f':lO\\ a. SUbstantial 
1:1CI'!'. -:, a ,d tc nr·nt can be borne out 
"" n f,·,:·{ ,~., to rrll-. 

of the added value 
·nent ~:0n1~ tinH~ ago to 

· (lfkd Y. h1P L.Jf tand in 
b""ll "£9.\•10 000 in a 

rwriod as tht~ re..,ult of 

~fr. BEBrlXGTOX: A lot of these values
falH. They rannot pa~· then1 to-day, 

1<-h,.,. are goin~· l "tnkrnpS b0CD.Use they 
<n·c pH:-lnp- too much. 

Sl~CRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
v?lw's Hr<' Gc''Pd upon what the land is 

on sillr ir. the- op0n market, which 
;;O". vr·r:v fri1r tcsr. 

J\2::. BrnBJXGTO~: ~o: t1H)~"· were based on 
v--9 r rric 

T 1w SB<:R1cTARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
That j., n0t correct. 

Hr. REBnlNGTON: It is correct. I have 
there and I haYe gone through the 
rnattcr. 

The 8Ii:CHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: 
Tu sun U}J. the raihvay and lvater conserva
tion and irrip;ation s~heme will ha.ve the· 
cnct paid for many times over as a result 
of the added value of Crown lands. For
tunately, the State has a large area of Crown 
lands in the Da\1 son Valley district, a.nd 
·will therefore benefit through this scheme. 

I desire, in conclusion, to mention the visit 
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of lli, En·ellenc> the Governor, Sir ;\Iatthew 
Kathan, to the Da>.v~on \,lalle>\' district and 
hi~ i ·''l)C'Ction of the g.L'eat da1~1 which bears 
hi:; nainP. 1-Iis Excelle•1cv takes a yorv lanJ
able UlHl comLlcmda Lle interest in thr• ~-·henu.•. 
.He has high qualifications fDr jud~ing (;uch 
:;ch.::>uw:::. and hr \Ya~ very cnthubi sti,_; about 
the undertaking: an'.! '::3() \vas the Pretnicr. 
'-Yho accOJ:npanied his Exo.!llency. and , .. ~;ho 
hns taken a Vf'l'Y keL'Il intPrcst in the sC'hclnP 
for son1e ye 1r .. ~ ·pa~t. Fur a long p~~riod the 
Prmnier has lwen ror,t)O:~:;;JbJe for the lnaking 
o.~ the ne-cc -sarv F!UYCVS and c·1kulatir:ms, and 
has .·1<} " Y'isitcd fl·w district and 
vvo 0wc a pcr;:;or debt of g-ratitude 1-o hin1 
£or t~lO interest he has taken in this -,cherne-. 

On 30 h lVbv last the " Dailv :'\lail " pub
lished a wry. interesting and' appreciatory 
report of tl1e GoYernor's visit and of the 
scheme generally, and a lot of valuable 
information can be secured from the report 
in that issue, The nublic boclie-· in Rock
hampton, including 'business men of high 
standing, issued a pamphlet in which th:y 
outlined the value of the scheme and Its 
great possibilities so far as the very impor
tant phases of State policy which I h;'.ve 
mentioned are concerned. Thev have no 
doubt there as to the soundneH of the 
'ichemo. .\1! those who haYo made the neces
sary invc,tigation are highly impressed with 
the schemr, a.nd its possibilities to the 
'Central district and the State generally. The 
Nathan ·dan1 site is a \vonderfu1 dam ~itL. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Did you say it 
was a wonderful dam site? (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW_\YS: As 
the Premier said, it was the best dam site 
he had been in his life. and he was not using 
profane language either. (Laughter.) I 
think there is ample justification for the 
motion. It is nr·cessary to give authority to 
the Government to construct thP r.ailway, 
which will ultimately lead to the develop
ment of the scheme I have mentioned. It 
is a scheme which will make available 
er;ormous areas of land for settlement. which 
will cruise thP yr'lpulation to increase', and 
the expenditure '"'"ill be recouped ov"r and 
over again fr >m tho "'dded valu0 ,,f Crown 
lands. I am cPdain that th.,, Committ~," will 
never regret giving its approval to the 
motion. 

~h. PETERSON (Xormanby): I intend 
cordially to support the r'-otion moved hy 
thP Secrete.ry for Rail7·ays, who has not 
exaggerated in one detail the magnitnde of 
the scheme as far ,\8 it pertains to th' 
damming of the Daw•.on River. I have 
continuo.lly advocated in this Chamber the 
advisabilitv of going in for irrigation 
•chcmes. I realise that in a drought-stricken 
country such ns Queen::-;lnnd is j n s.oinc ~('8 .:on:.:. 
we should be in a position to meet those 
conditions by having scientific control of the 
1vater which now largely runs to waste. I 
am no jLldge as to the "cost of the scheme, 
but, wh ctever the cost may be, it will be 
paesed on to the settlers whom we wish 
to go then'. I hope that the Minister will 
endeavour to provide that the very best and 
up-to-date applianc"s are used in the con
struction of this railway, and thus minimise 
the high cost which now prevails in connec
tion with railway construction. Without 
reflecting upon the hon. gentleman or the 
officers of his department, I think it will be 
conceded that we have a great deal to learn 
in the diroction of expedition in connection 
with railway construction. Whether our r"'il-
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wav engineers arc provide-d with up-to-dat0 
appliances or not. I arn not in a position 
to t;,ly. Speaking 'vith regard to sorne of 
the railwa.:, --. whieh \vere con::1tru,tcd in Iny 
elcctorat£", vvhiie tbe engineers and the men 
were good, thCJ methods at their disposal 
\Vere not of the best. See:ing that th@ 
}iinister ln· acln1ittcd that the co:;;t of the 
scheme will pract;c ally amount to what the 
Yaluc of the- land will be. that cost will be 
handed on to the settlers. I plead with 
thr: l~dini~:-er to ~'~e. a.-: far as lies in his 
pO\Ye-r. that the railwav sh~tll be constructed 
in thP lllOSt C'Xp('ditiolls HlUllUL'l' COllSj --mt 
·with getting t!1e Lest \Talue for the money 
~pent. A fp~~· day _J a2::;o I '7as in the Rannes 
district and I found that, instead of ;team 
plouvh ~ Lcing in use, tho pick and shovel 
\YCTO still in vogue. If you a re going to 
co1~tinue on those ~.ines, :vou arc makino- those 
raihv·a:v . ., an cxpensivP ... problo n, and that 
will be reflcct~d in thP cost of the bnd. 
I believe in irrj.sat.ion schcnl€·.,., and I t.hink 
the G-overnm_ent 'vill never regret c0nstruet-

thi,J lailw.-,y for the purpose of making 
irrigation an:a there. I do not know 

the :\1inister's optimistic remarks 
a Lout 1' bPing the greatest irrigation scheme 
in the .rorld will come true. 

The S~CRET.IP.Y FOR RAILWAYS: One of the 
grPatest, I said. 

:'v1r. PETERSO.l\': Let it be our objective 
to see that it i, constructed in such .a. 
method that it will redound to the credit of 
the Govcn:Jl!ent, and give to the settlers 
<:oncernccl ) .nd at th8 lowc"t possible price. 
In Dccem!Jel', 1920, I spoke in this Chamber 
on the ''dvisabilit0 of going on with the 
Uawson Valley project as against the 
1 Hnwtt proposal. The rea,;on why I sup
;;'lrtod tl>e Dawson Valley project as against 
the Bunwt• propoeal was because there was 

~Ih'('1Jlc lTason given for irrigation in 
Da1no.: Valley. It was discovor•·d that 

th r'ttrh:·:enc arc:t in the Burnett scheme 
'<&:3 1n·nfiiciPnt to enable enough water to 
be conSt'rvrd to irrigat" the holdings below 
t1w prcpo·'•· c1 dam, consequently that scheme 
fadod a:- .an irrigation project. I 

that this scheme in the 
'vill not be al1o\ved t,o fade 

thn ~an1c n~as:on, and that it will 
foancl a ftenvards that there is nothing 

ir1 tho project. In December, 192C I spoke 
in fa.your of the Dawson Valley irri~ation 
'chcmo and the construction of a railway 
thcrf, and argun1ents were basod on a. 
little i .. uocl by the Wat0r Supply 

of Queensland, On page 11 of 
t tlnphlot ~Jr. Crowlcy, who Vt 0~ 

appointed by the Premier some yearJ ago to 
gu thorO!Ighly into this iLa ... t0:!". not only on 
the Dav;rson but on other river::; Quoens-
hncl-ai}{l thi~ 1~ thC' c-:.··-..;Jen;-,n~ of 1ininn 
-makes the follmring remarks:-

" DA WSON RIYER SCHEME. 

" A survey was con1n1cncod in 11a.y, 
1920. on this scheme, to date the largest 
proposal in Queensland, on which two 
suney parties ~ro engaged, one above 
and the other below the dam site, 
situated 30 mild below Taroom by road, 
and approximately 50 mile .. following tho 
River. 

[4 p.m.] 

'' 11le catchment area above the dam 
sitP is 9,000 square miles, and an averago 
,,nnua! run off of 300,000 acre feet would, 
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fnm river gaugings, appear to bg 
llssut~'{.\. This is sufficient to irrigate 
100,000 acres." 

Immcdiatelv thev advocated thL· scheme in 
this C'hamb.cr, tli:c first thing the late Trea
surer, Mr. Fihclly, did was to get mme other 
engineer to show that :'vir. Crowley was 
ahsolutcly wrong. He did that in order to 
make me look stupid in the eyes of the 
people of Queen. land in regard to the 
Da.v. >On \'alley. That was why this other 
gentleman was brought in. I will take the 
two reports to show how contradictory 
experts can be. Let us look at tk report 
issued by Mr. Fihelly when he was Treasurer. 
This is what he ''Lid about the Dawson 
River scheme--

" The estimates of the combination 
irrigation and hydro~electri~ scherno are 
valucJc.,, being based on an insufficient 
\YJ.ter duty and a run-off from two to 
ten tinl€<:. as 1arrr,o UJ the actual fl·orn 
year to year would ~ec-ru to be.'' 

Mr. Eri:lund, the late h: draulic engineer, •vas 
the engineer vvhom the ia~c, Treasurer got to 
report on the matt er, and he says that Mr. 
Crowley's rcpmt i·, not justif1ed. I hope Mr. 
Ekluncl is wrong, and l tru,t that Mr. 
Crowley is rig-ht; but it is time that we 
had a discussion on these matters eo that 
vve can sco if the experL arc speaking the 
truth, or whether they receive instruction;:; 
as h how the.v a.re to rcp0rt. J\lr. Eklund 
"Sa,-:.:; in his report-

" l\fr. l\lorrison's ae,umption of 30 per 
cnnt. run-off ha '• since the date of !.is 
observation, been found to be unduly 
large. I might explain that "vir. Morri
;on was the officer who inaugurated 
stream grw.ging in this departmeut under 
Mr. Ilender.wn, and his first figures would 
<vver a very short period. The Murr&y 
River is not comparable with the 
Dawson; the former is snow-fed, while 
the Da,vson River C'atchm<mt consists 
largely of low. sandy tableland. The 
erra!-ic behaviour oi thP f)awson :is 
shown bv the records of the strcan, gauge 

t Taroom a, fol!m,,." 

Then he gives a lot of inforn.atiou about 
stream gauging, n,nd goes on-

" The discharge last July varied from 
9 to 7 cubic h'ct per eecond and was 
certainly not 30 cubic feet per second, 
a,, etated. 

"A 250 horse-power turbine would 
require a fioY• of 54 cubic feet per ::-f-~cond 
if worked continuously under full load 
for eight hours or 66 'per C<'llt. load for 
twelve hours, with a working he:;d of 
20 feet and sufllcient stora(\c to give 
t\\-Tcnty-four hours' snpply .. , 

Then he goes on-
" I have no hf.~itation in saying that 

the dry scao.m1 flow i,; nothing like 54 
cubic feet per second." 

There you have the GovPrnmcnt Hydraulic 
Engineer disputing t~o figures '?f rv:tr. Crow
lev. ·we have got to fmd out whJCh rs correct. 
I ·ask the Minister to try and give the Com
mittee that information at a later stage and 
let us know which expert is correct. Then 
Mr. Eklund goes on-

" From the history given above, we see 
that construction work can be carried on 
fron> 1st April to 30th November with 

the pos3ibility of one m·Jderate flood 
afL, :t mid-winter, and nocords show that 
under the proposed scheme there \vould 
bt! sufficient "\YatHr to rua the turbines oue 
.shift for hvo we~k-3. d:J.ri~.g 1915 1 threa 
duriny 1:'16. two durirv 1Jl7. not at all 
daring· 1913, nd for One ·week dur:irig 
1919, \ ithout depencliu;; on rnore than 
hventy-four hours' ~toragf'. '' 

Although it is in my own electorate, I ask 
which (-)Xpert is speaking the truth. The 
tiu1o hap, rowe 1vhcn C\-crv hon. lllt'n1ber 
ha:-; a right t•) quc"tiou tlle \·ie1YS cf the 
expert . As a la:.'man, l am inclined to 
believe t'wt j'.'[r, Eklund's criticism of Mr. 
Cro1vlc"',' is not correct. Th( ~.o 1vho have 
lived in the district for a long tinw. <F·peci
nl!y those who have been a, far as Cracow, 
hav0 asf:tu·c·d n1c that Th-1r. Cro1Ylcy~s estirnn.te 
is absolute!·: correct. Consequently, I quite 
concur with the ]}Jiulster in regard to what 
he says about the scheme. All the same. I 
\\Ocrld like t!oe c.Iini.ter to let the Committee 
know vvhich t~xpe:t i~ right. I sa.y that 
:\Il'. Fihclly issued that circular in order to 
make rne 'look stupid for advocating the 
Dawson scheme and to endeavour to get the 
scheme turned down. However, I am pleased 
to sec that the l'ren,icr, after looking at 
the reports. used his own judgment and 
decided to go on v:ith the Da wson River 
scheme. I :tm ntisfied the scheme will be 
a ~UCf'0s,=-. and it will be the cynosure of a!l 
'· .,., i•t the Commonwealth. I am sure it 
'~ill attract so1c:krs to this State from all 
parts of the Commonwealth. cvlr. Eklund, in 
a further criticism of :!Yfr. Crowley, ma.kes 
use of this statement-

" Before it i" po•sib!e to consider a 
hydro-electric proposal horn a watershed 
of this nnturc 'summation curves' conl
pil.cd from the obs('n-ation and records 
d mam years would ha.Ye to be made 
out. 

"Tbe P>timatc of the cost of the 
schema appears much too low." 

The SECRETARY F·JR RAILWAY·;: The informa· 
6on you ar'-' looking for i~ contained in the 
report of the PubJi,: v,·orks f'omrnission in 
the f'Yidf-'ncc giYcn by :J.Ir. Shaw. 

Mr. PETERSOX: I quite agree with the 
lnn. gontlcrn:J.n; but he cannot get away 
fron< the evi de nee of contradiction between 
the wo particular •export··' I ha,·c referred 
to. is a.no.her matter which I am 
intcrc _' in in connection Yi·jth this pro-
po~a1. This raihvay \vil1 f,'orve to combat 
the spre;;td nE tho prickl~-~pear. \Ye havo 
heard rrtrrnber"' nf this Charnbc;>r get up and 
s:cy that wmelhing 'hould be done to·vards 
stoppic,g the spread of the prickly-pear. 
There is a lot of rich, arable land whioh 
\\'ill be S"rv;;d bv this railwav, a.1l of very 
hic.:h quality, pa.r'ticu1arlY for Irrjgation puf
po'",f' ·, and, unl-- :,s tho pe-ar is arrostc J at tho 
earliest po3:dble n1orrrcnt, it will greatly inter
fere with this scheme. If the pear is not 
coped with, it will b0 a gtcat loss to Queens
l~nd. f'or .Wl]llf'ntl,v, if for no ether reason 
1han that wo shall be able to saye to the 
State many thousands of acres of land, I 
shall support the building of this railway. 
I hope the Minister will endeaYour to get 
the Department of Public Lands to throw 
open blocks of land for the men engaged 
on the railway construction work. This sug
gestion was made by the hon. member for 
Mount Morgan the other night, and I cordi
ally concur in his remarks. While the n>en 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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ar0 c!E~ar..:: et in n:ilw;::_y coustruction 1•rork 
the laud ;"lja." nt to t),;, railway should be 

i nt•) blocks that these m on can 
families there. If this 

v. dl IJe nblc to build up a little 
con1petcnc·~ ih1 in the shap0 'o£ 
irrigati•·n fan-.. ;: lf :\J:inister can do 
t.hi::<, 1viJl b(_~ fJI'OYiding areas for a deserv-
]ng of wol'ker~. At the ptTscnt tin1G 
the:. :ne li,·i~: in tents. They do not get 
the . ccoinmodution hut,, which private enter
prist" is forc,-·Ll t.n providt'. hut hrL'C' h1 live in 
tents. If the• e blocks of land could be set 
apart for then!, it \Yotlld bo a lllagnaniinous 
action on thc part vi the Government. ~o 
doubt theY ,, ill hnYc to become members of 
the union, but I 6o not think the union \vill 
objf'< t to natio'lnl devclopn,ent in this way. 

rrherC' is anothC'r Illattfr I wi;:;h to ypfer to 
in comwction wi· h the report of the Public 
'vVorks Commie,ion. I lll:\V tell the Minister 
that I am supporting the proposal he is bring
jng forward, but I hnv0 son1ething to .._ay 
abou: the proposed ··tarting point. \Vc have 
had evidenc-e submitt. d to us that the best 
starting point is Ba:.alnba. In my opinion, 
and in the opinion of old residents. B:u·alaba 
is not the l-·rst star it~g point. I submitted a 
petition t.o the :Vlini,ter. and he has courte
<HH:JY ren1iC'd t<) the p(njd-P who forwar{led me 
th(' i)('t,ifion. l snbn1it that thr~ir inforn1ation 
j,;; perfectJv sound UIH1 COrrect. rrhe route 
from Bar>;laba goH through p8ar country, 
dense brigalo,,- scrub, and inferior country, 
as compared with the route from Rannes; 
and no matter what developrr,ent may take 
pla~e at the top. of the irrigated area, I 
arn afroid that, w1th the heavy rams we get 
somctimu. t.hc farms of the unfortunate 
settl0rs will bi~ome endangered. ~onse
quently. I think it w<;uld have been wiser to 
start at Rannes. slurt the whole of that 
flooded couutry. and go over what are kno".''n 
as t.he chalk ridges. which 1\Ir. :M< Arthur 
pointed out in his report as the bH~ route. 
That report. which I hu:·e here. dJst.mctly 
..... tatPd that the route starting at Rannf.b "\Yas 
the best, bccam0 it --.-cnt. over the best 
.rennin,:. There is noth1r"{ against the pro
posal from th. point of Yiow, and. further 
than that, by taking the nu)'·\ ay tra1fic 
tbrcmq;h Baralaba, you 2 infhrt1~1g ~.n ,nxtrn 
.~4 rnllt ,~, or thcrca1Jout,, of carnage on tho 
RettlPr\ of tho in~jgntion n.rr-a for tlw t.Arrn 
d their n01tnral lif". From Barala bn. to 
J)c}u:-:;ion Cre0k ynl~ nro yJractiea~b: sklr!i~g 
the banks of the r1vor and malong ,, ng,It 
rngl£> of the railwa:·. '1ith t.J:e, ymglc at 
Baralaba. If a mAp cc.ulrl be cxlnmted .. hon. 
m0mbers \Yonld :;:eo a,t, once what I ~ln1 dnnng 
at. 

'T:Jr 
·wrong. 
atudysctl 

You are 
L;ort fll'~< ia1ly 

l\fr. PETEHSON: The hon. me'·,lbPr rn.ty 
have had it -t:-tal~, ~cd, bEt if he wl11 pcrmlt 
nw t'1 si1o\v him on a D1ilp what I ;nenn, I 
think that he• '•'- ill " thot I a'n perf~ctly 
corn'ct At any c, n1y argum~nt j:3 not 
goinrr to a 1t0r the sche•::u:. The Gov01 nment 
haYo d~cided to go from Baralaba. They cay 
that all their experts have recommended thot 
route. and J mn 1nerel~.' ,,howinp: what E:-'gi~ 
neer McArthur c.1id. and I am advoc:~ting 
ihat rout.<' to ,;.Ye thcc.e peoph 22 miles of 
carriage cn:ch 1-·.:1y. 

The SEC'RETAHY FOR RAILWAYB: That rente 
would handicrrp tho people in the irrigated 
area. 

[Mr. Peterson. 

Mr. PETERSOX: The settlers in the irri
gated arFHL will hr:,·e to go to Ba.ralaba, .tnu. 
that length of li11c fron1 Hanncs to Baralaba 
entail earriaRC for 22 miles each wav that 
ca"h sdtler will ha,-, to carrv for the t.erm of 
hi, natural life. , 

::\lr. STOPFORD: Yon ale talking about the 
Dclu ,.on Cn1ck ,. tlers. \Vhat about all the 
pecplP in the irrigat,::>J area up towards Bara .. 
lab"? 

::\Ir. PETERSOX: I have alreadv ex
plained before the Public Works Comn1ission 
why the railway oho)lld uot go from there. 
rl he hun. nH:>Jnber rnay be rlght, but I have 
u Tight to advancn rny opinion. Even if the· 
vie,, of the hAn. member for J)Jount l\1organ 
is correct. it simply means that the "dtlers 
011 the lower area will be mited bv the Bara
lalm route. whereas the bulk of the oettle
ment will be from Castle Creek on. 

The SECHE'IARY FOR RAIL WA\,: \Vhv should 
the M our a people ha Ye to go to Rannes 'I 

::la:r. PETERSO='i : It is shorter for them. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I\o. 

::la:r. PETERSON: All I know is that voLt 
are compolliug the settlers to travel through 
Baralaba to Rannes from now on. However, 
it is no usP lrtbouring the point. I desire to say, 
in conclusion, that I hope the Minister will 
get on with the railway at the earlieBt possiblE> 
moment, because land settlement is urgently 
nc0ded in Queen ·.land. and any land settle
ment scheme-particularly when served b: 
water which practically assures it of succcss
L worthy of the earnest and sincere support 
of CVf··-y hon. n1ernber. Con:::.cquently, I have
much pleasure in supporting the proposal. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Jlou: t, JlorgrHI): Th<> 
report of tht• Public \Vorks Comn1ission haP 
been aYailable to over,- member of the House, 
und CXf)fl'S'l('S the opinjon of every rnember 
who s;gned it. The hon. member for Nor
nlanby. jn r;·iving CYidence before the Corn
mi, 'ion-wlnch he had a perfect right to do 
as the representative of the district
e:cpn ,,, .. J an opinion bnscd upon a report 
whid1 E::p;in0• r ::\lcArthur had made. I 
\Yant th! Comn1ittec to realise that similar 
opinion~· \'>r-uld probably have Leen expreHed 
h th0 ot1Lr rn:;rinecr~ had thc:v considered 
th. 'Chi .'H' at that tinw; but in 1915 there 
~,·:ns no talk of any Da\\Son \:-alJcy irrigation 
f:('hc,,nc, and the Baralnba line had no+. been 
built. ThP Humctt echcmc ·had not been 
lAunchc<l at all. Engineer McArthtcr, in 
making- hi, report on the data available. 
b sed his o;>inion on the fact that by start .. 
i11r t 11e 1inc frorn Hanncs YOU served au 
C'xl~tiJH; to'. ·n. Ban,t.na-.- fact~n· \vhieh cverv 
t)uginPrr and tb0 P:.L1i·c "\Yor1 s Commissio~ 
n1Wo:t l 1 kc into <:'onsidr>ration-Lut sjnce Engi~ 
llPCt l\.frAri1nn gav0 his dcci .... ion the \vhole 

of t}w rnattc e has changed. The qucs~ 
no long'cr 111rrcl.'7 of ~ocal interest 1s 

one to deY lop postoral activities. It has 
,)ortion of a huge national projent. 

" dnrnond~ "tte11tion from a totally dif
ferent anc;lc. I ha,·c lH~rE' the map dtaehed 
to th<• report of the Public \\'orks Commis
,ion. from which hon. members will be able 
to see the rart coloured greln, v;;hich \v111 be 
Lrought under irrigation, and the red line 
as recommended bv the Commission. That 
lmo will touch the' largest part of the area 
affected. Under the proposal suggested by 
the hon. member for i\!ormanby, the line 
would 'tart from Rannes away to the east, 
altogether remote from the area of land to 
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"be brought under intense cultivation. 
Another i•oint is that the building- of the 
:Rannes-Monto line brings the line suggested 
bv Mr. McArthur close to the vicinitv of a 
railway that is under conetruction to-dav. 
The report quoted b;-: the hon. member, no 
dDuht, repr~sented thr honnt opinion of the 
engineer Dn the data available at tho time, 
but thr Public Work· Commi:o.->ion were 
guided by the evidence of a committee repre
senting the Railway Department, the Depart
'nPnt of Public Lands, and the Water Supply 
Depart1nent. :i.Hr. Sc,xton, in giving evidence, 
said. in reply to a question by mo, that that 
-committee unanimou·~ly decided in favour of 
the Baralaba route. Mr. Amos, whose nanw 
has figured in every report submittocl to 
Parliament on the question of railway con
struction for nwny years paf't, not only advo~ 
cated the building of a line from Baral a ba, 
but definitely stated that, from further infor
mation obtained since Mr. McArthur made his 
report. it is hop"d tD be able h bring into 
the operation3 of the schcnH' a large area on 
·<he we-tern brtnk of thP Da wson. These are 
matters which had tlw attention o-f t'he 
Public Works Cornmi sion. ~'>s the Sccrctarv 
for Railways stated, under the schc1ue out
lined bv th,• hon. m('•uber for .\"ormanb'· we 
vvoulcl ~ncrd. to have a branch line 'fronl 
Moura to Banana. Inereh. to ~crve a vcrv old 
towmhip which h.,, rnorle nry little' pro
gre- ,, a1. J which I think 'Xill ·disappear when 
th< nc\Y tcHvn~_hlps spring into existence as 
the 6dH2tn(· ccncs i11to opr~ration. I thiuk 
.anv \\ dl-advi ed pr:·son \Yho l'l'ads lhc report 
will rcc.)gnisp that the Con1n1isJion ,,·0re 
guided b: the experts Dn this pal'ticular 
point. and. as it was a matter of national 
in1porL~nCf\ \Ye djd ~ot ---er·k as n1uch loral 
evi-dence as we do when va1·i< ns routes a:r. 
occupying the attention of different ~r~c-tion 
of thr- cmnrnunity irnmediately rc'1cerned. 
On this occasion we had hefDre ns the remlt 
of month, of inquirv from dppartnwntal 
officon'. I fer•l surP that, hased on the evi
deriee contained in this report, to give hendit 
to t:hp grcat0st number of peonl--, ho \\ill 
settle 0n the JaG I a> th0 result of thi3 big 
•'.cheme. the route tabled sl10uld command the 
mpport of ever:· hon. member. 

::\Ir. FLETCHER (l'ort Curlis): It is 
rc·gretta blc that, in da,vs gone by, the port 
0f Gladston" as not recognised. In the 
interhts of Central Quccmla.nd and of the• 
settlers thc're. in the interests of economical 
\vorking in CYt,·'~· senP~, all the railways of 
C0ntral Queensland should converge towards 
Glad•to· e. lt ha-. the best hari)our in 
Queensland, containing plenty of deep water. 
Its forLJwrcs arc availablQ foJ' the best 
factor.- ,-;··"',', and it ic :plcndidlv situntcd for 
ihe building of a big r;it''· Yet we see it 
tD-dtty ab' .Jiutely ncg-leeted-a harbour fitted 
h-. natur'· for the use of shipping, of which 
no use is ]cc,ing mode. lf hon. members look 
at the map, they will sec that the railways 
of Centra.! Queensland wa.nder all over the• 
country, in-tead of coneentrating on Glad
stone. If a railwav had bot>n dcvcloned from 
Gladstone down the C'alliope Vallov,'it would 
have sen·cd the northern end of the Upper 
Burnett, touched upon the Callidc Vallev 
coalfield, run right through the irrigatior1 
area, and then could have shot off south 
gone through Taroorn to :Miles, or connecte-d 
up with Roma. On the north it could have 
branched off to Springsure. You would 
have had a netwDrk of railways converging 
on Gladstone, with the lowest pos~ible mil~-
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agt' and the lea.st expe:nditul' '. In every 
wav it would have bee:· better than the 
rm?scnt 'Y'km. FniDrtunatoly, we have to 
deal wit.h thing a.s we lind them. It is a 
great pity that lines have been built for 
political purposes, which have rendered 
IH C'L''::.Sal'y a very rnnch grr Jtcr hanlago, and 
ccn·,.equontl,v larger expon.c for the settlers 
in Central Queensland. vVc have the Rannes 
line g·oing into tlH' Bm·nctt. and the exten
sion o[ the Bar.t.hba line is to go through 
Rockhampton-thc port authoritiC', of which 
ha Ye to charge fro1:1 5s. to 6s. per t n1 on all 
p1:oduce in\vard anrl outward to enable thenl 
to get any1vhcre near paying their ay; 
and even with these charges they are unable 
to pay in~Cl'L' t er rcJr .nption at the prr-se~t 
time. 'J.1hcy O\VC the Govern1ncnt sornething 
like £-:00,000, and it ::;cerns to nH' that they 
\Yill nP\·er be 'lble to pa~- that back under 
prcs0nt circlllnstanCL' an,:l thL• further thev 
go the gTC'atcr aw fin:.wcial difficulti0·, 
whjeh they encounter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'Wait until 
Gladstone con1mcnccs its big harbour scheme 1 

aml it will require a big loan. 

i\Jr. FLETCHER: Glad,;tone can charge 
L. per ton harbour dues and wharfage and 
pay its way, as against 5s. and 6s. charged 
by Rockharnptou. So little money has to 
bo spent b:._.:_ a use the natural advantages aro 
so grc;,t. V>hat a handicap it is on the 
settlers of all the,;e areas to p17 thosce extra 
ha.rbour dues ancl vrharfage. Had some 
forc-,ight been dieplayed m the developing 
of the countl·y, a great deal of expenditure 
\' ould have been a voided. and CYeryone 
would have been very much better off. If 
you had a lino from Calliopc down the Cal
lidc Vallev into the heart of the irng·atJOn 
ana. the· distance would be. roughly, 110 
miles. Taking the centre of the irrigation 
area, from Baralab .. 1 to Rockhampton 1' 
approxi1natoly 125 n1ile~-a difference in 
favour of Gbdstone of 15 mih'"· lf vuu took 
the produce to Pol't Alma-dnd und~}ubt,_dl:, 
it ould hasc to gO to a port-it 1Yonld n1Pa~1 
160 1nilL·, or to Glacbtone it \\-onld repl.':30llt. 

a t y;al of 195 tnilc.;;,. It can b0 :""'r-n \vhat 
extra haulage ]3 DPC'P·,sary b:,· ha vir·~- to t'1ke 
the produce to Port "\lma-H/) mile---it:stead 
of directly into GladstonP-110 mil" 

I arn not advo,_Jting that a line should 
be bnilt from Gladsto11e iu place of this one, 
but it might be po·-sible. as the scheme 
de,·clops. to build the C .!lido Valley line, 
or else build a line jnnctioning between 
:;',1ount. l\lor,~a.n and Rockhampton on the 
one line, and beiwccn Bajool and Eock
hampton on the other line-cutting off, pos
siblv. 30 miles. 'With the settlement of 5,000 
settlers in tlw irrigatiDn <Hea. it is likely 
tlut that expenditnrc "onld b" justified in 
Cour&c of tinH'. There is not the slightest 
que~tion that Glarlftonc i~ de·,tint."d to be the 
port for Central Queensland. You cannot 
hold it back. :'\aturr, m ·.de it for the use 
of shipping. ,,nd, with tb' artificial port 
of Rockhantpi,·Jn getting into n1ore troubJe 
:ts years g? b~v, v;hat . ( 1.11 bL~ n1orc c?rta1n 
than that Gladstone will be trw port m the 
f~turc and that tlH" prodnce from this irriga
tion area will o·o there:· It i:;; unfortunate 
that produce ha~ to make the cin_,uitou:; routo 
nrcessan· to-d.": to g-et to Gladstone. 

After -studying the report of the Commis
sioner for Railw:1ys on the route to be 
traverc.'d bJ this line, it seem' that. 1f you 
can be guided by expert views. Baralaba 
is the b~st route. I followed the argument 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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of the hDn. JTI''mber for Normanby and the 
hon. 1nernbor for Monnt .h.1organ-thcre js 
reason in both their arguments. The line 
from R.,nnes, probably. would be charter, 
but it wonld not tonch th'' whDlc of the 
irrigation arc .. ; as the hon. member for 
i\1ount ?\forg:·_n pointed out, the settlers 
close to Bamlaba would not have easy access 
at all. The adyanLgP Df the Baralaba 
rout" is that it traY0fF.ies thp whol' of thr~ 
irri,Lnd ion area. 

1\iention has been made of flooding. I 
ha Yf' heard fro1n rc~idonts of tbe di~trict 
t.hat n:ry difnf'nlt~r \vill be expericncnd 
in c·or::_nc< '' ith floods; but, a.c001 djng to 
n•pc•rH nf the exports. there will not be any 
gn_at danger, cxc·et ~ frorn very hotvy floods; 
and (·;·en thr n the-- think that the country 
wi!l be innndnt('d only for a short period. 

I am in favonr of the irrigation proposal. 
Of cmu··-'c. it is a yaet schc:nc and wiil take 
a tren.endons lot of building up. I do not 
f'l'O!JOSC to cLal \Yith it to-d>ty, because the 
Prc.mier inte-nds introducing a Bill which 
wi!i enable us to d< >.! fully "·ith t.hat mbject. 

I haYc " di,tiucr objH:tion to pascing this 
raihYn~,. to-clay. for the :;:irnple reason that 
thu irrigation scheme cannot be dcYeloped for 
c~ornc considcrabie time. and y;c have so 
many pmjccts on hand. v.~e shall have 
direct],_- c- vrcat an area available for settle
ment that I ,-ant to know cvhere tho settlers 
arr ttJ ,_·onw fron1. "\Ye have no immigrants 
f'o~riug into this tountry; thf policy of the 
GovC';onrnent js U"-'OWC''dly against iminigra
i.ion <'xccpt in regard to bringing a few boy•. 

The• PRE'\JJER : Last vcar there were from 
Yictoria and -:\'cw Sout'h \Vaks 4.000 arrivals 
in excess of departures from Queer.sland to 
those s•atcs. 

l\lr. FLETCHER: That is a natural 
increase in population. To settle the vast 
areas we are now proposing to develop we 
muB.t ha Ye a.n cxtensiYP i1Y1migration schcrne, 
because thfl natural incrca&(' of popu]ation 
will not be suffici0nt. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

ThC' ClL'I.IR:\!A:\": l;mler the provisions of 
s~anding Order :\o. 307, and of the Se-:::iunnl 
Ordrr 1 :l'l'C ,ci_ to l1y thP 1-:fouH' on 30th Au:,'"u~t, 
I shd!l no\r jctYC the cLai1· and InakP mY 
rPport to thP 1-lonc.,£>. , 

rrLr- 1Iouf':_~ r(>-unled. 

Tht• CH:\IHc ./'~ r( .. pOrteL~ progrc· -,, 

an 
of rhe {__...mn:nitt( V\ as :made 

J)ay fur a lntf_·r }--.ur (}f the 

Ql.'ESTIO:\"S. 

li\RlC \1 JO); Po~snHLI'IlES OF BARKER AND 
B.iR.DIBAH CREEKS. 

Mr. ED\L\.RDS (~Yananr;r') asked the 
TrcastHcr-

,, In Yicw ( f the fact that strean1 
ga.ug0-r·- haYL' on :-'tevcral occasions been 
working on Bark r's Cn_'Pk and Bararnbah 
CrcC'k iSouth Bunwrt district), will he 
have- a r£'j1ort fu:·ui::hC'd relative to th..., 
data colk-etcd and the po~~ibilitjes of these 
stremn~ for jrrigation purl)G3PS '! " 

The TREASl.~REH (Hon. K G. Theodorc, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" A Bill providing for the C'Onstruction 
and management of irrigation works will 
shortl,v be introduced, and, when it 

[lifr. Fletcher. 

becomes law·, R Con1mist'iioner will ht:' 
appointed under the Act, and he wili 
inquire into all propo>'als which giye 
nromi-,, of being suc<?cesful irrigation 
~,-·hcrde' 

Rnnsswx or HENTS OF AoRrcuLTl'R.\L AND 
Gn 1ZING SEI,ECTJONS; PE::>rALTY FOR LATE 
p..;.y:llE:'\T OF R:t:KT. 

:\lr. COSTELLO (c'anwNon) ask d the 
Pr0mi.::r~ 

"H( r rring to his answ·T to a question 
as..kcd In' t!le hon. Inernhc-r for Burnett on 
20th Juh·. 1922. relative to the remisoion 
of leasc•fwlcl nnto this vca r, and to hie 
r.ema rkb on this subject o;l 12th in' tant~ 

1. IIow rna11: applir'ltions for rrn1is~ 
sion of rent or for extensiC'n of tin1e for 
payment of rent this year have been 
recein:d~(rt) agricultural selections; 
(/;) perpetual lersc Jections; (c) 
pri( k!y-p ,ar sdecbons ~ (cl) grazing 
~0lcction~? 

2. -ender the above hPadings-
(u 1 In ,-,hat nurnb-,•r ot cases thi& 

yuar has extension of time for payrr1-e-nt 
of rent been granted' 

(h) In -,vhar_ number of cases has 
p(•nal~:; for lat-e payn1ent been re
duced' 

~c) In what numbt1 l' of case::; has 
pcne1lt,· for late pay m nt· been wholly 
rcmitt<xl? 

(d) ·what is the total a:nount of all 
Juch rt'Inissions of penaltit)s? '' 

The PRK\1IER (llon. E. G. Theodore, 
('hcnll'to- J repii-. d-

.. \n cxan1ination :)f the registers dis
cJogr-; that a cmuiidt1 rablc number of 
applwat!ons were rer·ciYed for extep.s~ons 
of tin1e to va v rent5 and for remissions 
or reductions o'f penalties. All such appli
< ::1tions wer(· glvFn syn1pathet ic considera
t1on. ex ten ,jons of time being grautod for 
dillercnt periods. in wme c,tses up to 31st 
:1Iarch. 1923. and, when the circumstances 
warranted i1·. the penalties were either 
reducc'd or whol!v remitted. :Manv of the 
applicants expreSsed their Yvillininess ~o 
pav the penalties pre<<:ribcd by law Ill 

th,; event of the department af'ceding to 
thnir requests for extension. To give 
accurate infor1nation. as de:ailed in the 
qu~·stion. \\ ould necessitate . a r'l ref~ll 
e-xarYJination of every AeparDtC entry In 
the regic.tcrs of se!Pdion'- and of .the 
incon1ing letter register, also computations 
in each individual ca>-c of the amount of 
penalty invoh·ed. This would occupy the 
ser\·i'-_J'A of sev(•ral nfficf>-rs over an 
c dPndcd period." 

AMOUJ>;TS RECEJYED FRO}! SALES OF FREEHOLH 
LAND PRIOR TO 30TH ,JUJ:;E, 1915. 

Mr. TAYLOR (TT'inrlsor) asked 1he Sccrc
tarv for Public Lands-

. " 1. \Vhat amount has been rec<'ived 
-during th-- Years ended 3Jth June, 1915, 
1916, I917. 1918. 1919, 1920 1921. and 1922, 
rcspcctiYely. as pavnwnts for freehold 
land sold prier to 30th J un<', 1915' 

" 2. Ha ye the amounts so received been 
paid into the consolidated revenue? If 
uot to what fund ha\ • such amounts 
bee~ paid? '' 
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The "·ECRETARY FOR K\lLWAYS 
Ct--Ion. ,J. LarcombP, Jl pprr!, in the ab~t·nee 

thf' Sc·r-r(''ary for Public LR~·-J.:s (IIon. J. II 
1rarrr r/r;). r:'pli _d-

Total Amount 
recei\ .,~cL 

,\mount paid. into 
Conso!ida ted 

Revenue. 

Amount paid. into 
Loan .L;.ccount. 

Amount paid 
into Public 

Bstate 
ImproYemcnt 

:Fund. 
-----------------

"Year ended JOth June-! £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
1 UlfJ I 
Jmn I 

:10,18:?. 1Z fi 1,178 18 6 28,\)78 l(j 3 
£ .T. d. 

:?.4 17 11 
-± 1G 10 

33 11 4 HH7 
1918 
1 !llP 
1920 .. 
1 \)21 .. 
19~2 .. 

i~:t}~ 1 ~ ~ 
l"(EH5 7 7 
1:J.:lHl 0 8 
15,t'f10 lG () 
1 LK5H 1 ~; 6 

7 ,H07 :~ 

622 18 10 
402 14 1 
319 17 1 
492 10 3 
405 18 6 
~73 6 8 
[)5~ 17 6 

17. 7H2 7 11 
10,000 11 \) 

14,575 10 (j 

1:2,8-!7 1 5 
15 .. ~S-1 18 () 

11,386 13 3 
7,±14 4 8 

Tctal £1:2D,J0:3 JS 10 £4,249 10 0 £1:2-!,870 3 9 7'' 

HEFERE:;;Dc< o:;; BA:;;A:;;A PooL. 

Mr. WAHRE?\ (Jlurrumlw) asked the See
r(. ( ar:' for A_.., ricultur0 aud Sto~k~ 

'' ln n~fvrencP to the r0ferf'nclun1 on 
thP qne~tion of a eonl~lttlsory b 'nana 
pool-

1. IIo· ·· nw n:v ballDt-pap .. ·rs were 8e:lt 
out tn t hn g'l'O\'i . ..:rs ·: 

2. I low n1any FC'l'C returned·; 
3. \Yha t \Yas t'he tot a 1 co~t of the 

refPn:ndunl, including salaries and 
£~llo\'\"<UK'L3 of all pcn.,Jus eng.1ged on 
thi~ \York?'' 

The Hm:. \V. FORGA::\ s:viiTH 
in the "he cnce of t 11c 8· •,T0ta rv fot 
ture and Stock (Hon. IY. :\'. Giilic'. 
rep:: 'd-

" l. 2.217. 
I> 2. 1,165. 
'' 3. Printing anJ fLationcrv. £8 jq_ 

2d. : po:otages. £39 2 '· 2tl. : cle.ric.d work 
{<'omnlling roll. despatching ballet
papers, l'Pceiving and C'ounting ~ame). 
£2:,~total, £75 Ss. 4d. ~' 

VV ORK A.:\fL' Exi'E \SES OF 0RGA~I~ER~ t:KDEH 
Pnnr·RY PRODLCER:-:,' 0HGA~ISATIO);' AcT. 

Jl~r. J. H. f'. HOBERTS (l';'tsu·arth) asked 
the Sccrctnry frn· Agriculture and Stock

" llas he tllad{ inquirir-."" n'lativc to thP 
dc•alt ,.-1t'1 in p:n·ngraphs (2) and 

my quc,tion of 7th i&tant. aJCd ('an 
he .~ppl~- tbc information n-'quircd?" 

. Ti, o Ho:;;. \Y. l:O~G/,::\ S::\IITH (Jf,Jriy/). 
111 t JC alJ;.,pnc:~ ot tnc Secretar.·:r f.or Agncnl

Stock (l-Ion.\'._,..?\. Gill1e·':, Eatham), 

"The !!W~\Y('l' to paragrn.ph {2) of the 
7th imbnt is t'wt ::\Ir. ::\1eAnallv attended 
ttL' Roval Connni "ion in Too\,:0omba on 
five {1a~·s, fen· '.;hich period he had lE~aye 
P ab~c ne ~..• from t.hc { 'ouncil of Agricul
ltL·c. Xo payrn nt \\·rrs 1nad0 to hin1 bs 
t ~~! Ro~-al Con11J1.i~ .. ,.lon. To qw::c:t.ion :'5) 
t1 n~Wfr is that the department has no 
offiL inl infornwt ion rPf(arding th(' circular 
in quf•f.;tion. fl(Jl' has arn' cost bl"cn 
l;.f'un·cd for prilltin or 'poe.ting "llf h 
priynte cirC'u~a1.'' 

\YORK ; -,:n Rnn::;;ERATJOX OF 2\fESSB~. 
''1rAx,ILLY AK!l PuRf'ELL IN ORGANISING 
FOR CoF:;;nL OF AGRrcewenE. 

Ivlr. J. H. C. ROBERTS !Pittsworthl 
n:~ked the SE>cretary for Agriculture and 
St.ock~ 

" l. J-Iow many local pro-durer:;;' a~'3o-

ciations ha Ye been formed in the distri, t" 
organl.;:c{l un;lcr tlw Council of .r'\gricul
turc bY :Jir. I I. 2\lcAnally? 

'' 2. \Yhht i3 .he total nurnber of nlenl-
1Y;. of £nch a-~;ociations? 

" 3. J),)('' ~,Ir. n1cAwdly's employment 
a~ an organ~tif'l' exclude hin1 fron1 other 
Pll1l>luyr:nvnt ·: 

"4. \Ylnt amounts have br,cll paid to 
3l::.t August, 1922, to the organisers of 
di,tnc"t' :\m. 1, 2. c. 4. 10, 13. 14, ar;d 15? 
To \VlHtt plr30llS were such payn1.ents 
rnaclc•, aud for \vhat periods, respec
tiYclY? \Yhat arc the are;_\.s of thr,.(. dis
trict~? 

Did :\Jr. ,). Purcell visit Atherton 
other :1art< of ::\forth Queensland on 

the bnc.inces of the Coullcil of Agricul
ture? If"'· what (11) •al.:r,v. (b) expenses, 
:::nd {c) a1lo1Y:\Ilf'C'"l \Yas hr paid fDr that 
trin 1 

;, 6. \'l'hat ;, the total amount of (a) 
salary, ({;) ex-H'll'3es, and (r) allovYu.ncc& 
naid to :Jlr. ,J. Purccll to date for work 
~lone h~· hin1 ~ >r the Council of Agricul
ture?'' 

T!Jr' Box. W. FORG)d'\ S::'IHTH (Mackay), 
in the abeencr' of the Secretary for Agricul· 
ran' a11L! Stock (Hon. IV. N. Gillies, Eacham), 
n'piicd~ 

'' The answer to this question is con
tained in the rcnlv to the :honourable
r~~~'m her or: the l2{h instant." 

HEn:Kn OF L.\~D TAX. 

:Jlr. T. R. ROBERTS (Ea.,t To01coomba) 
;:~~kQd th" TrC'asurr~·~ 

.. 1. ..:\::;; st rion 7, Income Tax ~\et 
(l9i5), 'lroYirles for deJuction of land tax. 
frmn tltx 0~1 income frmn agricul-
tural or pursuit-,-,, \Yill he 1P.ve a 
rev JP"' .,r .J inr.Jme tax returns of 
pc•rson::. \Yho \Ycre entitled to have
cla1mcd s1.H':1 lan.,l tnx deduction from 
1neome tax? 

"2. \Yill he. after such a review has 
l>c<'n made, make a refund to those who 
nw~· lul\'c' Jl"icl land tax y,"hich. under 
<:;C'ctinn quqted. the,\ \YPre ontitled to hn;ve 
daimcd us a .deduction of income tax?" 

Tlw TTU;_\Sl:REH (Hon. E. G. Thcodoro, 
r 'hilluyor) replied-

" 1 aHd 2. I ha Ye alreadv replied t" 
fJlH et;_"'' asked in respect to this matter. 
Any t ,xpaycr c-ntitlcd to the dedllction, 
1~ut who ha~ not taken advantage of th1s 
provision of the Act, should apply to the· 
Commisc,ioncr for a refund of the tax: 
(IYPr}) ticl.'' 
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.ExTE:-<srox oF CA~E CuLTIVATION 1~ GIN Grx 
DISTRICT. 

Mr. CATTERMULL (Jfusgrarc) asked th•.• 
'Treasurer-

" 1. Sf"~i11g that a Royal f 1onunission 
has been appointed to ir.quire into the 
necc~sity for additio1ial sugar 1ni1lf'. will 
he in.;truct the Commi··,ion to inspect and 
report on the land at present not under 
cane but within a radius of 12 miles of 
the 0~isting Gin Gin Mill? 

"2. In the event of a favourable report 
being received as to the suitability oi 
this land for canegrowing, will be take 
st0ps to provide rail C'Onnnunication, so 
that the cane produced may be delivered 
to the Gin Gin :Will, and thus keep this 
mill fully supplied? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thco,iore. 
cChillar;oe) replied-

" 1. This matter does not come within 
the scope of the Commission's inquirie•. 

"2. The que,;tion of adequate cane 
supplie. for Gin Gin :'\1ill is all old .taud
ing source of anxiety, and has bean 
re~ci:~Jng ronsideration fDr ~mne tirne 
pa,t. 

EFFECT ox POLITICAL SITl'ATIOX OF \Y.\R IX 
XE.Ul EAST. 

l'.Ir. BHEXJ'\A~ (Toou·oomb 1, \\ithout 
C!Otice. asked the Premier- · 

'" IIas the hon. gcntl0n1an se0~1 in this 
1noruing's paper a statcrncnt that the 
Prin--:r }liuister of the ColnrtlOll\Ycalth, 
~Hr. Hughcs, .stated that. if wa·r took 
place in the near Eust, the ::'\ ationalist 
partY would haYc a hcttN opponunity of 
gcLL1ng back into po\Ye-r at the ll_,xt 
election? '· 

{Laughter.) 

The PREMIER replied-
.. "\~os, I havP S'-'l'n snch a ,tatC'rnent." 

(Renc\Yed laughter.) 

Mr. T. R. ROBERT8 !Fast Too ICoom bu). 
tVithout. notice. asked the Prcnlicr-

.. llas the hon. gcntlpn1an IlJi·iccd the 
contradicticn jn the Prc this afh rnoon 
of the statrrw·nt attributed to the Prime 
:\Iini;;tcr of the Commonwealth. Mr. 
Huahcs that a wnr in tlH" near East 
,\TOt~d ~:11h~-tn:c tlw ~ationali~' 's chance~ 
at the poll, and an admi.;sion that it was 
a •otalNllPnt of the• ~iclbourne cone
. pondcnt of the Sy-dnc· · · J,Iorning; 
Hcralcl '? ., 

"The PREMIER replied-
'· I ha\ not fecn that contradiction. 

but I take the hon. n1ernb·~r's f'5St•rtion to 
he e(;rrcct. It on]y indicate what I haYe 
prcviou 'l:V asscrte~l that you cannot place 
any reliaHc': on the Tory newspapers." 

(Government la.ughter.) 

PAPER. 
The following paper was iaitl on the table. 

and ordered to be printed :-
Forty-sixth report of the St'Cretary for 

Public Instruction for the year 1921. 

GOVERK'.\1ENT MOTOR-CARS. 
The PRE:\HER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 

·Chi/la.rfoP) laid on the table a return showing 
·the number of motor-cars owned bv the State 
for the years 1914-1922. ' 

R\R.\L~\BA-C.\STLE CREEK RAILW~\Y. 
APPHOV.U. OF PLAN, ETO. 

RE.SF~IP'liOX OF' CO.:\I>l:I'ITEE. 

(Jir. lliru•rtn, Brisbane, in the cha:r.) 

}Jr. FLETCIIER (Pa;·t Curl "s) : One of the 
objection' :'·c ha ,-e to the railway at the pre
sent tln1e 1s that no adequate arrans·elnt:Y'lt.~ 
have bPen rnade to proYidc suflicient settlers 
to settle the yery largr· area" that are avail
able for ettlement. If we take the ntilwa.y 
( ')nstruction wurks going on in Qiweusland 
!:o-day, WP find work lHOCf'C'djng at Rannes, 
)lnmlubbL'ra. }Ian} Pcak3-all in the Upper 
Burnett-un the l\orth Coast lin'c. north of 
Town,vill , on ihe line betw0en Macka" and 
TovvnsviiJo. on the Murgon to Proston" line, 
nud "ll the }lount Edwards line. Those line"' 
\\·ii! open np a ,-.-·ry wide tract of country that 
has to be settled, and it must appeal to tho 
Mini~ter that it is I?('Onomically wrong tc havo 
so rr1any line."' procePdin':' at th_: :-~au1o time 
vThen it is quite appaJ that v. shall be 
unable to settle the areas along those li11es 
for many years ~o come. \Vith re:,ard to t.his 
propO.'iCd railwa:'. nothing can bo Jnne until 
the worb in the Dav. on Yalloy 
are hand. and, 1.vhen the SPcrctarv for 
Hu.ihvaYs rPff'rs. to the enh-·nccd vahte or' that 
land. lit) L tn onh· n1can the enhanced value 
of the land \\lW!l it is r:·Jdy for A.·ttlcmcn1c, 
,,-vhich will uot be for son10 vcara to con1c. 
In the t;pper Burne t there i:-.~ roon1 for srJlTle 

tl1ou3,lnds of seHl0r-!, and to-dav tht' Covi~rn
Jtll-'l·L re rt'~·q;r,lin'-! a "' r: lnrg_. an10'Int of 

and paying (';)lllpeuf_atjon to th0 
"~·es:.; for it. It 1~ quite \Yrong, I contend, 

f('r ·~ :u: GoY .'l'1JJYl( •1t to do that, bccauf!e 1t 
would han• !J.·c·L qnite sufficitmt if they had 
rel,urned th(' laud as it ''as reqnired, instead 
of vvhich 1hcy pl'C)ose paying be~ wn?n 
£200.000 and c£300,00J in compensation, v·h1le 
it will be some considerable tinw before th" 
land is ocr:upird. Interest will ha'.'<' to be 
paid oB that c·xpcnditure for cornpon~ation, 
and it will be l le. to the communitv. Some
thinp: lilz that i~ going on nll ~o, -,r tlw 
country, and v•t' :::.re g€'1Hng into a ycry h'!d 
finHncial posjtioll. At present it looks all 
right_ on the ~urf~Lc, but ir1 a couple of yca_rs 
Wf' shall bC' hcn1g- an annual 1nt 3t, bd1 
{;£ ~0nH'thing npp~:oc,cliiiH~· four a;. a-half 
1nillion-,, and th_•r0 \~·ill be no ndequata 
lncr('af:(' of rt'Yenu::-- for n1Hn\· -:cars to f'0nle to 
meet thn t intorPst bilL Tlw'r,; ],., ... i1 <'Tl a vast 

xpPIHlitun• of lo~n money, r>nd thoro .is no 
c'-J1nn1 11<0;,Ul' -.t--· rt turn fron1 th~;_t { Xl)'_.:lditar( 
I a111 not ,'.JJ:aju.i ih0 bnik~inrz- of tl;], line in 
due coui'f:' -.,yht'n eYf'rYthinc: is n.,u1v for it, 
hut I bniJdin~ 1t.'~noY at .-.:n expen-
diturr• hrn no revenue vYill 
accrue frm11 to conll'. I do 
not know bo'v v:0 ,llt' (..:roing to m<wt our 
hr·n YV fi11ancial cornn1i11n0L t.... I contend that 
tl:e proprr conr c to adopt i;; to collC~ntratt 
on the ::;chernr:> nntil it i& wP1l on 1t.3 '\<a,y 
to and then start other sohemc-OJ. 

Th·• SFcRET\HY FOR R.\ILWAYS: vVe must 
settlE' our lanck 

}!r. FLETCHJ<:R : I recogni"" that. bus 
YOU will haY<> a tremendous .1rca which will 
he 'n-ailable for settl<>ment, and wherf' are 
the settlers to come from to t 1ke up such 
a large area' I am quite in favour of this 
scheme at the proper time; but I am against 
the expenditure of the money at prp,ent, 
when no return will come from it for years. 
You cannot develop and settle the Upper 
Burnett and carry out this irrigation scheme 
a.t the same tin1e. Then there is. land at 
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•Clcn .ont and :\"orth Queensland \Yaiting to l,, 
settl,.d. I do not kno'v what ..,..,-c are going to 
do. L ulcss the C m·crnment attempt to earn· 
'out a b)g irnn1igration scherrH' and go in fo.r 
settlement on a ]argc sc .. tle, we arc goinu to 
gt a quagrnire of debt, and \YC shalt'nor 
be to meet our obligations. I cont,-:nd 
th~t it is wichd to think of going on \Yitb 
t.b1s schen1e 1n VJCW of our financial 1Josibo11. 
\Vhen ''"" haY<' tho Burnctt scheme 'Yell 
de,·clopNL ""'' shall be able to coneentratp 
our ntt0ntion on this irrigation schrm€'. 
'The 31i>Ji,tcr has c-nough intelligcncf' to 
Tccog"nise th~;t it is un\vise and unsound to 
go .,hoa cl IYi th this work. 

Tht' SECHETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: I do not. 

;l;lr. FL!ITCHER: There are seYCral othf'l' 
schemes de,yeloping, flnd, with ~uch a paucit~, 
Df settlers. we c,:nnot settle all the proposed 
:areas for nHltl:V years to conK'. 

The SECHI:TARY FOR RAIL\V.\Y;;;: That i3 a 
1C'W argun10nt. 

C.Ir. FLETCHER: You are not taking 
any steps to get settlers. Tlw financial obli
g·atic·.' ,,-ill oycrwhclm us before' \VC can 
sdtlc' the land in que;tion. 

The SEC'HE1'AHY FOR RAILWAYS: The people 
will cornc when we can g-iv~· thcrn land for 
.cettlcn!cnt. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Of course thPY will come 
b:,t rh vvill not co1ne in sufficiP'nt 1n1n1lwr~ 

the<Se areas. The hon. gentlcrnan 
nnder our Eh~ct1ons Act anvonc 

c·cming to the State can be nut on the. roll 
"ft0r he lws heen in the elector>tt<• for onP 
month, and, if he goes to any other part of 
Hw State. he is kept on the roll for that. 
electorat<o. }fen from Brisbane and other 
-place~ go into railway construction can1ps 
]n country electorates, and in many cases it 
'nits the Government policy to have these 
works st'Lrted in quarters where it helps them 
politicnlJ:<·. 

The SECREL\RY FOR RAILWAYS: Tha.t is not 
-correct. 

At 4.55 p.m., 
:\Ir. Dr'>STAX (Gympie). ono of the panel of 

1\·rnpvrar;,7 Chairmen, relieved the Chai.rnHlll 
iL the chair. 

~fr. FLETCHER: The eronomir position 
ie ven unsound, and the Minister must see 
Jt \Yhy Yrns th0re such great hastr to haYP 
the ,-urvey' mado and the scheme reported 
upon? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The scheme 
has been going on for years. 

'[r. FLETCHER: It is a good project. 
"nr1 in course of time it will be completed. 
and I am in fa your of it; but the Govern· 
mcnt ,,,j]! either have to neglect the Upper 
Burnett schc·ne or the scheme under con-
iderntion: they cannot develop both as fhe~' 

sl:oulcl be cle,-eloped at one time and meet 
Dm financial obligations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They are 
·bvin proposals. 

Mr. FLETCHER: They are twin proposals 
~poli1 ica l!y. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And econo-
1nically too. 

Mr. FLETCHER: :\Tot economica.J]y; the 
should be undertaken at different· time,:. 
·The Go1·crnment are onlv eoncernecl about 
gettin~ back into power at the next election. 
'The object is to capture the Normanby s'~'at. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
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FLETCHER: Th0 Minister's denial 
r.n conYid,ion and his fat·e betravs hin1, 

lu:- knows ;hat what I 8av is p0rfect1y 
('()]'lit~. 

Tl'c SI'lcl:T\RY roR RuLWAYS: ?\o. 

~\lr. FLETCHER: Hon. members oppo
:.:.~H: arP ~0Hi· l1. They dcsir0 to remain in 

to retain thci1;-- se.d3, b11t they do not 
, ~ne! eon.sider the >Yelfare of thH 

JWC>p~·· 01 ttu countrv-·bccau:-e 1t lS the· 
p t 11 " J nd the w·0r kc-~s of the countrv who 
\vill have• to pay for this bad rr1anagerrlent. 

Tl:" SEf"<ET.II<Y FOil RAILWAYS: The hon. 
n1e1Hlwr for Xorrna. by is supporting it. 

:Jlr. FLETCHER: Of conrsc-he cannot 
do othenvi.,.c: bnt I sav that this sch~:>me> 
should lw deferred until the Government. have 
ihe l~ppt:>r Bl!rnett land settlcrncnt Pchcme 
,,. 0l l und0r "·a v. 

Tlw SLC HET.~HY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
selfLh. 

:\h. FLETC'HER: I am not sdfish. Hav
ing started the Fppcr Burnctt scheme, the 
Governnwnt cannot desist fro1n jt; but they 
< 111 dPfPr tlw hnilding of this line if thoy 
ha \"P any consideration for the poop1e of 
the> Stilt". \Ye shall probablv have to fac'} 
" deficit Df £1.500,000 in a couple of years: 
nncl no rountry can go ahead on those lines. 
!\o power on earth can stop the depr.,,ssion 
whir·h will be call,t•d in this countrv throug-h 
this un\Yi~f' 0xpondituro of loan :none.y On 
unproductin> works. There has been a great 
d('-'Ll of n1onc-:v spent on unproductive works. 
This line in due time will be a good scheme; 
but what is going to happen in th<' mean~ 
tim<'' Tlw GoYernment should proceed with 
the Rnrnctt srlwme and make it self-support. 
in;; b -•Ion~ tlky start with this proposaL 
That is thr' cnrse of politics in this country 
tn-da:·-evcrything is clone for the sake of 
H'Curin.g n poEtical advantage. The reason 
\Yhy th(' Gl"d<ionc Harbour has never been 
deYeloped is hccause of the selfishness of 
tncr:nbpr~ and others intc-rr.-.-tcd in Rockhnmp
ton in refusin~· to recognise the needs of the 
fntnre. \Yhat a grc-at country Centre] 
Queenslnncl would be if we had all the raii
\Yay lines there converging into Gladstone'! 
\Vhen wr+ look at the new railways which arA 
proposed in that area, we see the tremenrlom 
disac!Yantrrge that we have to lahour under 
through the Jwglect of Glaclston0. I+ is all 
f1uf' to a d .. c.:iJ'f' 1-f) securP political adYanta'!P. 
This line should not be supported at the 
prE-s·cnt time. a8 it is proposed for one l'f'J.,..on 
alone-thd is. to dPfectt the hon. memlwr fn,· 
!\ormanbv. The Government do not earP a 
s<:rap whr: .. t the financial position will be in a 
couple of years. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is a 
highly incorrect statement. 

::\lr. FLETCHER: It is not. If the hon. 
grntleman will give mo his definitP a"ur
ancE' that he will not build this line for two 
years, I will give him my support. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You want. 
mE' to " go slo·w"? 

}fr. FLETCHER: I want the hon. g<'ntle
man to huilcl one railwav at a time. How 
are we going to meet our deficits? 

The SECllET .. \RY FOR RAILWAYS: By getting 
more population and giving them land to 
settle on. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I say again that the 
financial position of the State is very serious, 
and it is going to get more serious as years 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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.area. 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You will 

carry 

have it, 
not be 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS We have 
been for seven years. 

Mr. COLLlllS: Did 
th0 by-election in conn.ectic>n 
ville municipality 

Mr. CORSER: That was a verv small 
affair. We have the hon. member fer 
Townsville sitting on this side. We have 
had no scheme outlined by the Minister in 
connection with the proposed settlement of 
the Dawson Valley land. Instead of calling 
it a rejlway proposal, the hon. gentleman 
should call it the "Peterson Eviction Bill." 

strange that Minister did not 
land proposal in 
the Valley. We 

~"''~'Juou~u in connection 
looks as if it 

of settlers 
Burnett 

of 
for 

our own 
immigra
bringing 

of the 
of any 

connection 
with either the Burnctt or the Daw-
son scheme. The Government propose settle 
people on the area between Rannes Mun-
dubbera, and between Monto Many 

[.M~·. Ji'letcher. 

Peaks. of pounds are being spent 
on that and the Government are· 
pushing the building of the dif-
ferent required. Now they are· 
introducing another railway proposal to open 
up lands for settlement. I say that 

have the Government policy laid 
us while we are dealing with this 
What do we find to-day in con

with some of the settlers in the 
Burnett district? We find a number of them 
in the Land Court to-day, and they will be 
there for the next few weeks. We know that 
a lot of these settlers are being ruined at 

hands of the Crown. They have been 
notice to quit. It anplies to selectors 

Eidsvold to Camboon-, and from Cam· 
to W alcha. A lot of the land in the

district is first-class agricultura} 
and there is a lot of second-class agri· 

hcnd. There is also some first-class· 
land, but the reports furnished by 

of Public Lands show that 
a of second-class grazing land. 
we want to victimise the people 
made their homes t.hcre? People 
m a king their livelihood there, and 

resuming their land and only award
a few hundreds of pounds. These 
put thousands of pounds in work 

holdings, yet the Crown only 
wit,h a few hundreds of 

by way of compensation. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You are always sticking UP' 
for the squU.tters. 

CORSER: The squatting class that' 
member refers to consists of indi· 

and I stand here to protect them. 
a section of our people who have 

to get justice. If the Government 
aro going to seize their land, then we have 
a right to see that they get justice. They 
aro mostly grazing farmers in that area-· 
some of them returned sol·diers, who bought 
their grazing farms at the top of the market. 
Yet they have ha,d their selections seized by 
the GoYernment. who offer only a few hun
·dreds of pounds' compensation 1 nstea·d of 
thousands. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member for Burnett· 
in order in discussing a matter that is now 
bofore the Land Court? 

Mr. CORSER: The justification the 
railway is the irrigat!on scheme. a!I 
included in the one proposal, wilf 
cost £2,000,000. The Minister gave that 
irdormation himself in introducing the pro
posal. I have no objection to the settlement 
of those lands. We know quite well that, 

the Government started the Burnett 
they had a proposal to dam the. 

canvon in the Cania Gorge. They proposed 
dam the waters in Three Moon Creek. 

they find that they have not got 
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money to go on with that 
they not properly develop 

before going on with any 
any ulterior motive which 

Government from going 
scheme a.nd finishing 

l:!cme.cnm<m should do is to 
Burnett district, open 
let the settlers have 

[19 

RAILWAYS: We are 

What is the 
when you 

here ready to go on 
Queenslanders who 

of land in the Upper 
could do so. Why 

know that I.and Court is 
blocks now. I know that many 
of blocks were designed in 1913, yet 

people who want to take up land there 
cannot get a block. The Government are 
resuming a lot of second-class grazing land 
before they have got any settlers to go on 
those areas. It would be far better to settle 
the land in different parts and deal properly 
with it, instead of throwing the whole lot 
open m .one huge lump. We should go in 
for Immigration and get settlers from home. 
The whole thing wants to be remodelled 
from a non-political point of view, and we 
want to get the best men in the State to 
handle it. If this railway is wanted then 

should be constructed. The reports quoted 
the Minister that it is warranted 

to 
the 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
getting it. We have appointed 
mission. 

Mr. CORSER: The 
appointed a Commission 
carried out a. scheme to resume 
the whole of the holdings 
and deprive income 

There is 

of 

the 
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they opened up 
with the idea 

The hon. 
I say the 

have a 
agricul

go on to 
opportunity to 
is up to us to 
the case when 
us. I am not 

I have been successful 
ROITi<etJnr"'" in my district, and I 

this line should not 
it is not in the 
is warranted, it 

but I .am disappointed that 
not g1ve some idea of how 
are going to settle the 

cannot settle them all with 
Australians. We need a 
policy. 

FOR RAILWAYS: When we get 
shall get the people. 

blocks have 
and, although 
in the depart

wants to 
to get it. 

we could not 
and I wa~ 

1s corn
lands 

not 
not 

. If settlers 
going to be 

of mine who 
to me to-day, 

the interests 
to encourage settlers 
all. 

;\;fr. COLLT~s: I thought we were dealing 
the Baralaba railway. 

MAXWELL : So we are but we are 
about settling people on ~ur land and 

giYing every facility to make good. 

M1'. .Maxwell.] 
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The TEMPORARY C'HAIRJ\1A;\;: The 
hou. men,ber must deal with the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is what I am pro 
pv~1ng to clo, but I am going to sho1-v that 
1t Is ncCE''3sary to offer every encouragement 
to our people in the form of water conserva
tion and otherwise to make that settlement 
a succ•'Ss. I have here information that 
some men who. had given up professional 
careGrs 1n the c1tv to go on the land in the 
Central district purchased a windmill and 
l?umpmg plant in Rockhampton in July last 
for £205 4s. 8cl. net, prompt cash on receipt 
of invoice. The plant had to be sent to 
Yamala, and they were called upon bv the 
Rallway Departn>ent immediate!•.- to" pay 
£16 7s. 2d. re ilage on 3~ tons f1:om Rock
hampton, a distance of 152 miles-which 
works out at £4 lls. 9d. a ton. I hope that 
peopl? settling m: the land to be opened up 
by th1s ra1lway vnll not be treated like that. 

Mr. CoLLlNF': You would complain next 
day about the railways not paying. 

i\lr. MAX\VELL: The hon. member has 
baid that on various occa':>ions but it is 
absolutely nccr ... sar,.v that every' encourage-
ment should g1n·n to the mrun on the 
land, and thi;; not. the \Yav to do it. I 
bring thi~ 11r:foro the notice o'f the l\lin1ster 
now, bee' u c this is my only opportunity to 
do so, and I hope he will go thorouo-hlv into 
the n~att, r and search hi~ dPpartn~en't and 
ask. Jnmself whether £4 118. 9d. per ton is 
a !air (;har~C: ou a man who is trying to 
rrnke Ius ln·mg on the land and provide 
watN fo1· his stock. 

1\Ir. BEBDI:-i'GTO:\" (Drayton): I am 
ahaid that :what I said at the beginning of 
tht.- ,,,,Jon Is correct-It lS n1o<;-t unfor~unat • 
th_ t it is so-that_ it i; costiug this Stare 
nulhons of pounds m order that the Govern
n,ent may ha Ye a chance to get back to po•,• er 
at the nPxt election. Open threats have 
been made against the hon, member for 
Kormanb\. and Government members have 
asserted many time that means would be 
found ro put n1cn in his electorate before 
the next Plcction wl-o would ont,·otc the 
farming COlTID1unity. 

At 5.211 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN re 'Umcd the chair. 

:\ir. BEBBINGTOK: Here we find them 
proJHl>ing to do tha.t. I am bound to sav 
that the Minister is bringing forward this 
raih, ~,- at the> JH't'sent time, instead of going 
on >nth thP Burnctt scheme. as an a.b·olute 
politic .1l n•·C" .-.itv in order to win the 
:--.Jormanby ol~ct01:~tc. (GoverfJment dissent.\ 
I a·In only going· 1)n the evide11ce furni"hH:-i 
bv thrf!ats which have been made by 
GoYC'rnmcnt n;Pm hors. 

Tlw SECRETUlY FOR RAILWAYS: You should 
stick to the truth. 

::\Ir. BEBBI.:\GTCX: That is the truth. 
Threats hnYe bc011 HH1dc over and over atrain 
against the hon. 111Clnber for Normanbv.

0 

In connection with their Burnett s~heme 
the Go.-ernment ha.-e resumed a good deal of 
second-class grazing land which alreadv is 
occupied by settlers. ' · 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope that 
the hon. m~mbcr is not going to deal with 
the resumptiOn of land on this motion. 

2\Ir. BEBBINGTON: I am dealing with 
land settlement along the railway which it is 
proposed shall be built. It is madness to 
give notice of resumption of second-class land 

[Jlr. Maxwell. 

v.-hi{'h alrca dy is occupied, brcause. even 
after the railway is built, there will be no 
greater :::ettlen1ent, owing to the fact that tho 
l:ll1ds are poor grazing land. They ought to 
have been left in ocr•Jpation until they were 
1weded. 

::\lr. PAYNE: I-Ia.-e you been over the route'? 

:VIr. BEBBINGTON: I have been over 
the· Bm·nett and Dawson Valley lands a. 
lll!Inber of times. 'Whilst I am not against 
this railway being built, I think it should 
be held OYer until we have first ,ottled the 
people on the Burnett lands. The principle 
on which the Government arc working in 
r·· gard to land settlement and the building 
of railways has been perpetuated from the 
policy of past Governments. It is a wrong 
principle. The Gm·crnment ought to take 
another plank out of the platform of the 
Countr~- party. They tried to take pa1:t of 
that platform. but they have on!~~ made a 
me· ' of ii so far. The Department of Public 
Lands no\v receives in revenue so1nething like 
£1.500.000. '1. good portion of that should 
be• de.-otocl to land settlement. It is wrong 
to JWnaJise the countrv districts to that 
amount, and return nothing to them. \Vhen 
tbere is an area liko this to be re·umed for 
r, ilwa~- purposes, and, as the Minister 
ad1nit:::. therP arc going to be inC'reases in 

1 !m", th.Jt land ,;hould be taken out of the 
hands of tho Department of Public Lands 
and put into the ha.nds of the board or trust 
which ".ill be responsible for making the 
wnrb. thP extra amount rccci.-ed as the 
n''nlt of increased v;dues heing devoted to 
liq•<ida.ting the cost of the works. The whole 
co>t of the works is to be put upon the men 
who arc going- to occupy the lands. 'l'he 
intLrest on the cost of irrigation will be 
c\, n rgccl against them as a water rate. 

Tlw CHAIRMAX: Order ! I hope that 
the hon. member is not going to discuss 
irrig'a tion schemes. The question before the 
Committee is the construction of a branch 
railw:ty line from Earalaba to Castle Creek. 
1 hon1· that th0 hon. m Pm h 'l' ·,<,ill ( onfine-
bls rc_:m.ar~ 1 the quc•stlon. 

:\Jr. BEBBINGTO:\'": The Minister took n. 
~~J:J·-,' tin1c explaining that the railway was 
HCCT''"nry to tho irrigation Sf'hemc. The 

which will be received from the sale 
land alongside the railway--

:\Jr. BREN:-n:.;: It .,-ill be perpetual lc1se. 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTOK: As long as hon. 
l .i l. '-'l':J 0].,)(-. ...,j ' '"l i.il rJOIV('r it nuy lH, 
b~tt \YC \"ril1 t! 1t0r that; ''"c \Yill give the 
~ 'Gplc' the irPPhold of their land. (Intnrrup
tion.J Tlw lrtOlH'Y which the ·department 
actual!.- recri,-es from the ,cnle of laucl should 
1~~, crt<l1trd to the cost of -dw works, \Yhetlwr 
the,v br rajlv .. ay or irrirration worlc'; but, jf 
the intcrt ~ aud water rate~ arc run up until 
the.- an ,.nch a burden on the land that the 
people ·,ill not be able to carrv it, no 
',•ttlem n+ ''ill take place. ~ 

:'I :\lOO RE (Auliigny): Tl10 11inister 
::.hnuld Lave gin~n a great deal 1nore infor
ma iqn bPfore ar:.king us to giyc him a frcg 
lwnJ i 1 b11ilding a rajhyay that is going to 
'J t thic awount of momv. \Ye do not kuow 
\vhat the irrigation scheffie is gojng to cost, 
or what the water the0 use .,-ill cost the 
~ctth r:.:.. There are large irrigation schetnes 
in Victoria and New South \Vales, and in 
some cases the cost per acre has made farm
in:.s there unprofitable; and, instead of there 
heing an increase jn value placed upon the 
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]and ~he yalul' ha~ decreased. In 1nany cas0·, 
i•1 Vidc,ria the Yaluc of the land has 
{'!{'(T('as!:"d o·wing to the high co'-,t. of the 
y,-atur pnt on iL In some casea it has 
incri d.sed trPrncndously because pr0viously it 
had a "'-'r~· low value 

::\Jr. IIAIUL<:Y: \'Vhat is the incrca."e iu the 
production of the land? 

Mr. MOORE: That has to be taken into 
-<. ceount dso. One thin; vvhirh ha.:r to be 
{'onRidcrPd i-, what attractions arc ofiered 
to tlw sc1 tl•·r. He will want to know what 
is the co't of pntting water on the land, what 
the pricn of the land is, and v·hat ho is 
likely to produce. If the cost is going to 
exn•f>d the Yalue of +hat which he will get off 
the land, he will not c·o on it. I think that 
the UoY<·rnment ha.-e their hands llretty full 
if thee- are g·oing to complete the Burnett 
srhcn:<'. EYC'"r~r hon. n1en1ber oppoFite must 
r0cognisc that "·c have any quantity of land 
a]m.g nur railwa,\ s capable of closer settle
rrtPJit which is not being used to the best 
adYantago. I <on call to mind some of the 
be-t land in Qneenshnd between Roma and 
Mit<hell-boautiful countn· that can be had 
tc,-da.v at a lower rate th~n \1 as paid for it 
thirty yoarJ a~o. It is right on the railway 
line. 

Mr. PAYNE: What can it be used for? 

·Mr. MOORE: Anything-grazing-wheat
gro,vjng. 

"vir. PAYNE: You are not within the rain
fall a rea there. 

Mr. MOORE: I think the rainfall there is 
as good as it is in the Burnett. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Is it priYate 
land-? 

Mr. ]\[()( 1RE: It is priYatP land. It can 
be purchaecd to-day at a lesser rate than 
was paid thirty years ago, with the improye
tuents no,v giyen in. 

The SEt'-LSrAHY FOR R.UL\VAYS: I-Iow 111u('h 
per acre? 

Mr. '\1fl0RE: Between £1 and £1 10s. per 
a• re. There is plenty of it. \Vhcn you can 
w t land of such quality, it is an extra
ordinary thing to go on with a huge deYelop
mental policy like this. Railway building 
ha.s 11ot reached its lowest cost: it is still 
\'Cry high. \Yhen that cost has to he borne 
hv tlw settlers, we should finish one scheme 
at a time, settle the people on the land, and 
srp what number of settlers we are likely to 
get. 'V e know that the Bm·nett scheme has 
been well advertise<!. A largo number of 
people in the South will be looking forward 
tn nrq:~iring: block' of land. In a huge 
settlenwnt scheme WP want to see what attrac
tion is going to be offered the settler. 

Mr. HARTLEY: There may be a big differ
r-cce between the Burnett and Dalby lands 
hut wo are dealing with the Dawson Valle~ 
Railway. " 

f5.3f1 p.:n.] 

; ~r. ~l00RE: It is a vnse policy to deal 
with one F-cllPrne fir,t. 

~llr. 1-f A..RTLEY: Yon C'8nnot make an-..:· cmn
parison between the Burnett lands and the 
Dawson Valle\ lands in connection with this 
m£.tt0l'. The ·Dawson land is far superior, 
and yon have irrigation facilities. 

l\Tr. MOflRE: The hon. gentleman seems 
to be getting too far forward when talking 
about irrigation facilities, as the scheme has 
only just been commenced. It will take a con-
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.;;;iderab1t~ tinh' ~.:ven aft •r the d.:un is built 
bdoro tho land can bo irrigated. The 
Cov('j'nnwnt lwvc bc~;en booming the Bm·nett 
1an<1 throughout Aut"tra.lia. Prestnnabl~- it is 
g-ood land the 1r1ajor portion of it can be 
C·ius eel as laDd. 

The ;-.~;--CRi __ ..',RY FOH R · IL \\-AYS: This 1s 
( ·,~cntia1h- an irrlgatjcn proposal. 

:\11· . .:\lOOR E : l am talking about building 
a rnilwav int.o an area where \Ve have no 
irrigatioil propo:oal. How do we know that 
tlwro will bo suf!icic•nt. water? 

The SECRF1'AllY FOR RAILWAYS: The work in 
COJJllC' tion \Yith tho .q>nsrrvation of water will 
r;o on concurrently with the building of the 
ntilwa: .. 

~;1r. ~IOQRE: DiffQr~nt engineers have 
f.:nmh,J d1fferf'nt reports. During the past 
eight or ton yean t.here has been no great 
influx of settlers into Queensland to take 
up land--the tende,.,ry has beon rather the 
reYcJ~se. 

:Mr. ,y, COOPER: J'\o. 

~.fr. ::\lOORE: There are some favoured 
di trict' where the rainfall has been particu
larly good, and where there is a tendency in 
th·· direction of closer settlement; but there 
io a teudenc,- in other districts for people to 
g-:1 <Jff the land. \Vhen \YO consider the ques
ticn of a big land settlement sch€me, it is 
Fur0Iy c-orr1n1on sense to go ahead with one 
scheme aud finish that and sec what success 
will be aHainPd. seo the number of settlers 
that will be attraet0d, sec whether thev are 
wita.blo for the work to be carried out: an.! 

hcther they L~Ye sufficient capital to ·carry 
CJI1. 

::\Jr. BRcNKAK: D<"'' the hon. member not 
t.hink that we should ab•CJrb the mwmployed? 

l\Ir. :\JOORE: If the Minister's only idea 
is to abeorb the unemployed, there are 
chnaper methods by which it ran be done 

i\lr. BRLX~AX: On reproductive works? 

;\Ir. :\lOORE: There are projecb. clo ·er to 
Rrisban0 than this. 

-,Jr. llr:Exx.,K: '1\-h~t arc they? 

~-Ir. :.TOORE: The ~l{HLnt Edwards irriga-

(r. P-:1L.\'KAN: \Yhy not go on with then1 
all: 

:,r,·. ::.IIOORE: vYhat is the use of doing 
tL,;t if ;·ou hav•. not the settlers to gc on the 
Lu,d: · 

Mr. li.\RTLEY: \Yhat has the hon. m0mber 
h')t nf~ainst this railway? 

:11r. }.100RE: The seheme is ab>.olutcly in 
th0 air. 'Thf're has bePn sufficient propaganda 
put for-..vard by the Govcrnrnent to have 
.. ttra< tcd hundreds cf scttloL' to Queensland. 

The SECWT.\HY FOR RAILWAYS: There has 
b1 :n no big sdwme like this. 

~Jr. l\100RE: It is not a question of a big 
--eh~me. It is a qncstion of the attractive 
nature of the countn and market ad\'antages. 
Tlwro was no big scheme eightc"n or twenty 
vears ago wlwn t.here was such an influx of 
~ettlors from !he South. People came here 
her a!ue th<' sett 1ement c<mditions were attrac
tiYe, and then they wrote and advised their 
friends to come too. 

::Ylr. BRICNNAN: Do you know that this 
scheme is bigger than the Burrinjuck scheme? 

Mr. Moore.] 
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il'lr. ::\IOORE : It does not matter if it ia 
iiY-' tln1es as big. 

The SECRETARY FOR R,\JLWAYS: DiJ you not 
votr the moJH'Y on the Estimates for this 
line? 

Mr ::1100RE: That does not matter. This 
sciwll!e shoulJ be held over until the Burnett 
cno is cmnp!.etcd. 

The SECRETARY FOil R.HLWAYS: \Vhv did vou 
vote the money on the Estimates? · · 

Mr. l'\IOORE : Money is often voted on the 
Estimates. and then it is deemed inadvisable 
to use it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What other scheme 'hould 
be completf'd? 

:c\lr. ::\IOORE. The Burnett scheme. 

:\Ir. IlAnTLEY: You believe the L\urnett 
scheme should be carried out first 1 

lVIr. MOORE: The Government started 
first on that scheme. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Tho Burnett scheme is only 
a land settlement scheme. This is an irriga
tion and land settlement Fche1ne. 

Mr. MOORE: The Government 1hould 
know what they will have to cho.rg·e settlers 
per acr,' for wat-er. 

Mr. BRENNA>I : If we were defeated to· 
n1orrow, ,\·ould you go on with the Dawson 
V alley scheme 'I 

Mr. MOORE: '\Ye would not go on until 
W'' had completed settlement alongside tlw 
present line-; in order tu ascertain what 
settlers would come' here. You cannot go 
on with lh·e or ,,ix different things together. 

JI.Ir. HARTLEY: Your Governmen( passed 
twelve rai1wLys by rncans of the "gag" in a 
couple of night~ involving an expcnditurB of 
£10,000,000. 

Mr. MOORE : That was a general scheme 
for the settlement of the whole of Queens
land. If that scheme had been carried out, 
it would probably have been better for the 
whole o£ Qtwensland; but, unfortunate!;;·, 
diliercnt Governrnents eome in and upset 
these schcnws. \Ve should not go on with 
this sdwme when there is the present limited 
dcm~nd for land. 

~tr. \Y. CooPER: There is no litni.tod 
dcmn.nd for land. 

Mr. :\TOORE · There may be an unlimited 
den1and for srnnJl grazing areas in the Cen
tral \Ve,t. but then is a limited dem«nd for 
]and for farrninp; and agricultural purpc:;c::;. 
There is an:,- amount of land available at the 
present time. 

Jl.1r. J3HEXNAX: \V here' 
:11r. flOORE: In all parts of tho i:)tate 

~ifr. BREXI'AN: Freehold land belonging to 
the banks' 

111-. l\IOORE: There is plenty of other 
land. 

Mr. W. CooPER: With no rail~ays lee1ding 
to it. 

Mr. MOORE: It is quite closo to the rail
ways. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Was it not your policy that 
railways should precede settlement? 

Mr. MOO RE: Yes; but I did not say that 
you should start building railways all over 
Queensland before you know what settlement 
will come here. 

[llfr. Moore., 

:\!:·. STOPFORD: Some tim0 ago the hon. 
1nernher ::3tated that -we should go on and 
build the dam and aftent·ards build tho 
1·aihvay. 

l\Ir. :\iOORE: I n"ver mt>ntioned that at 
all. I am "tying that it is inadvisable to go 
on \Vlth this sche~no until \ve se:.: vv·hat success 
attcnJs thl' Burnctt scherne. V\-~e know thab 
tlwt•' i, pl<'nty of good land in the Burnett 
distrid. \Ye should not have two half
tiniflhcd f<~hcntes. There j~ a lot of vacant 
land alongside the railwavs to-dav. If the 
Uovernnu:'ilt c~n sho\V that the~· have a 
guarank" that a certain number 'of settlers 
\ViiJ C0!1l0 here and settle on the land, then 
I '''Y c;·J ahead by all meancc, · 

The• SECRET.\UY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve will get 
th<' settL r, once we make th" land available. 

:fr. :'>fOORE: Other States in Australia 
:,,1VL 'aid th<tt. \Ye know the tl·ouble there i,, 
. _ _._ V~ e~t- rn A ustra.lia to get a sufficient 
nut.tltcr of settlers to go in fur fanning. 

TL, SECHET.\RY FOil R.HLWA,:s: They have 
no ".heme. 

'1100RE: Tlwir scheme was approved 
of tlw Commouwealth Government. 

::,It·. -BRE~XA-:\ : rrhc Conln1onwealth Govern· 
uwnt an"' looking for mor-e war. 

Hun. \r. F'oRGA~ SMTTII: Thf' 
-<\u;;;;tralifln Goven11ncnt hay(:. :r!v 
. ..;chcl1IP like we have. Tlv y hav~:. 
tn.tilab1c like we have. 

'\Vestern 
definite 

no land 

,d'. )ICH _~n,r:: I arn pointin~ o~fr. that tho 
• ;untn· i" not in a position to fluanc~ such a 
big· u .. 1nlertnking. and I dD not thi11k there 
<lt'll enou~h settlers hvailablA with suf!ieient 
capii tl tO go on to th0 land and v.")rk ·it as 
~r, :-h•n.dd be \Yorked. \V c should ~:o Dn with 
tho Bnrnett scheme first. 

Hon. 'N. FoilCAN S11ITH: Is it not better 
tr; have· land awaiting settler.. rather than 
hrrvo ~ctt"ler-~ awaiting land? 

;yr, .. lVIOORE: \'\.·" do ncl '"ant to build a 
rail\~':-1y and th~n wait indcilnltely for s~~ttlers. 

lion. \V. FoRG.\N Smni: The policy of 
our party was to put people ou the land 

uud -'r th!: prorni:3o of a railway, \\Thich never 
eve 1~uatrd. 

~.,Jt· l\IOOHE: It \V<F no+ our polie? t') 
raiiwa""; and th,~n build it sonle-

I adn1it tha · i'tain pro1nise-~ 
,-n r.trricd out ]n connection with 

, but tl:at does not iustifv the Govcrn
bui1ding this propcvsed r'ailw ay un1ess 

[j· c:Jn ~.hn,Wll. that the:-; will get sufficient 
:;:.;pt-ctnr~ 1 ) nw t\ e Il a su.c.r:L":l:'. 

llnH. -. FoaG.\X S" ITH: In some of your 
spc •c;h· you say we .lrP doi11g nothin; to 
itH2LH UlcnH'nt. aud then, whr·n \Ve put 
~or r. definite scheme, ~ou oppoac it. 

:VfOORE: I do not call this a deihitn 
for scttlmncnt. \Y c ·want to kno\Y 
what it is going: to cost the sct.t1crs 

who go on the land. if von have sufficient 
settlers coming to Queen.sland to take up 
land in the l3urnett, you know exactly the 
positim" yon arc in, and whether it will be. 
wise lo go on with the Dawson Valley scheme. 
But to go on with two schemes at the same 
time, when we know there is only a limited 
number of people of the right kind available 
for this class of settlement. is a mistake, and 
the Government would b,, wise to hold the 
scherne over until they give the Committee 
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iuriher iuformation. The :\lin' .ter m-Y have 
the infornuttion as tJ what this irrigatiou 
~dv--nlo is going to cost. 
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l\Ir. MOORE: Defective channelling was 
,·f1 1 '. Lm~ that was on·· of thf! srnallest faults. 
-.,y ,, kLO" h .tlwr the class of ,.JiJ in 

T1w SECRETARY F\'-;-t R.AIL~'AYS: I said that it Qi (;{_\ l1:1 ~uitn blo for irrigation. 
·y,'f, 1id eo~t ap}Jroxiwately £2,000,000. 

2~lr. Bi~!'X'~·x: \\'onld jt not be b,1 tb:r to 
thi scheme than to finance allot1u.:or 

war? 

:olr. 1100HE: I am r-uggLAing that thl· 
GuYdllJ1H'llt should cJn1pletc one schcn1e 
bf'fOn' Q,'oinn· on \Vith another. lion. nw1nbers 
Jc1ow r;;.rf. ~ \Yell 1-vhat ha·,o be<- n going on 
it~ Qu: 'n·l during the last fc1v y( ars, and 
1 h<~y J-:ncnr Pr:t10t.Int of scttlcrnc-lit 
hao:: t ;di:eH Thc'7 kno\Y the nurnber ( 
inqLiiri; been ree::>iY,~d in thu 
T_.,and;:-. D('part1ncnt: the~7 kno\v there is any 
arnoant of land i]able alongside railway~ 
drc,uly , nnd the,:· knovv·, too. 
that in uwny cnsr, freehold land can be pur
. hn;<_'d fur the co~t of thP inlproYement~. 
1'1hat .sho\vs that there is not much demand 
for land for dosN settlement, and. unless 
there is a de-.:11and for i t 1 it is a mistaken 
policy to build two lines of railway at the 
om' time for the same class of settlement. 

Mr. 1-LRTLEY: It is not the same class of 
st ttlr>mcnt. 

?dr . .MO ORE: It is the came class of scHle
J.ncnt until the jrrigation scheme js in opcr,:· 
tion and we know exactly ·what it is going 
t:-' co;st. Furth~·r, according to the reports 
·w{' ~cc in the Press, it. is not absolutel.v cer~ 
t:tin that thc>re is sufficient water available 
to irrigatP the area required. Then there is 
th~ <JU"Stion of the soil. In Victoria, where 
there arc the most sucCessful irrigation settle· 
1<1P11tt-. in r\u~tralia, th0y hayc a clayey subsoil, 
wh;ch cnah]e, them to put on 2 im hes or 
7; il1C}H:'-, of ';y·a~ 1·r, \Yh1ch i~ quit suffic.1ent. 
In many place;;; on the Do,Yns, if you tried to 
irrigate, you would have to put on 20 inches 
·of vmter owing to the porous nature of the 
suhPoil. 

Ich. liAllTLEY: This srlwme provides for 
pnHing on feet--not inrhc-. 

:'\!fr. '\IOORE: In Victoria thev provided 
for fr-~·t in the sarne way, bur it is a 1natter 
that requirr's a gTcat deal of expert know
]C'r!' c· B~-fore \·.:e are a;,ked to .con~...>nt to 
the C'onstruct1on of a raihYay for an irrigation 
Act.tlPmcnt. ,,.P should haYe rr1or+' information 
given to us, so th..,,t ·we shaH kno;v exactly 
where· we ~,, It is no good starting a 
.s:..'ttlc~:1ent and expeccing St..~-th~r, to 
--t'')!nf' L re unless thcv kno"\v the conditions. 
. \ ftr-1· all. t}w nntnn? ·of the subsoil is n very 
vital qu0stion jn connPrtion with all irriga~ 
tion sdtlernont". I do not know whether 
hon. members opposite have had YN~' much 
f'XJ1erieuc:: of irrigation. 

?rfl'. BHEXKAX: X~es. 

'"fr. 1\IOORE: I haYC lived on an irrigdion 
in Victoria. and I have also tried 

tion 011 the Downs, \Yhich I found ·vv·as 
a very diffcr0nt. propo~ltion. In Y ictoria 
t.hc-rf' \Ya~ , ... trcrn0nJous amount of waste nnd 
i<''·S incurred ]y foro they got an expert from 
Amo:ica, :\lr. Elwood ]\read. Peopln caa 
rr1ake just as n1any n1istakes in irrigating as 
if the·.' had no v. c<tn at all, and It takeo a 
groat deal of expert knowledge to ensure 
~UCC(;.,S. " 

Hon. W. FORGAX S}JITH: Defective channel
ling was one cause of the loss. 

FCH\G.\l\"" S.-~r ... n: There <ot. quit~ 
matters to con-.,idcr in 

I.IOOr-u:;:: The ::vfini~ter saJ :-:: there are 
n. lot of in1porh.nt rdattcrs to considor, 

and b ·furL' con,idering tho~e rna.tters the 
Gcn-crnment a.-,k us to consE·nt to the building 
of a ruil .rny. 

llon. \\"'". FoLG.\X S:iiiTH: I ~tid in connec~ 
tion ..,~:i\"11 irr~g .. ticrn; und th"v 1 ill be con-
siLkred ut the proper tirn:. ~ 

::\lr. ::\IOUilE: 'T·hr' proper tiruc to conSICi< r 
i llc ,(; tiJillg:-1 :~ before you ,,,,,k Parliament to 
cunscut to the builJ.ing of a railway. 

TlL, bell indicated that the hon. mNnber 
hnd cxl1auo:cd thee time allowed him under 
the Stauding Orders. 

Mr .. I-L\.RTLEY (Fitzrop) : It is certainly 
surpr1smg to 1wte the litt.lene'·' of hon. mem
bers opposite in their criticisn1 in co11nection 
with the hui1ding of this Baralaba-Castle 
Creek Railway. IIon. members opposite 
do E'~~t secrn to under~tand that the main 
object of thi3 line is that a big irrigation 
scl1 me can be started and that the railway 
·will hav~~ hvo dutie-: -one to t ,trry rnaterial 
a.nri workmen for ihe building of th<; big 
darn in cDnncction with the irrigation 
schcn1e~-

11r. FL~TrJT::.n.: Tbis does not go near the 
big da1n. 

:\Ir. IIARTLEY: I am not going to advo
cate what the hon. 1nmnbcr advocatPd, th,~ 
building of the line into the dam-because 
that is wh'1t. he d>l advoca1,-so that aft0r 
"0 built the d cm the railway and stations 
would be about 30 feet under \Vater. I arn 
goin;; to d"al aftl'rwarJs with what the hon. 
lf''.'mbcr s id. b< ausc he said something that 
v a; CV('n sjJlicr than a.nv of the rnan\ other 
~il1Y -.hing·~: I }wye 11f~n~rd hin1 sav ~in this 
l'ha>u\cr.c The other duty of the !in • wili bo 
to { 1rry th0 produce fror.1 the irrigation are..L 
(J J\vn to the neare-.-<t Jcep~sca port on the 
Qucen:;;J1.n d ('Oast. Of ronrse, I kno\V that 
what is hHrting the ho'l. rr-:-e:mb0t for· Port 
Cm·tic, is that thr railwtw will not bring that 

to G h1cbto--c. V Tho policv of th1B 
tho hinterlln1d of each 

hint~,-.. land aecc-::s to th~ 
port. 

),fr. FL;'TCHE::-l: This i~ the dirert hinterland 
of Gla.J --me. 

; fr. HAR'I'LEY: T dare sav if yoll stood 
0n your h("~Jl it \\ ')uld b('. Tiutt i.S the way 
ih~ ·ho:1. <:Putlenwn ~:encndlv looks at things 
-upsid,, "do n. The hon. m em be~ for 
A ubi;;;ny ''"Cihs to ha ~le some ,1pprehcns1on f1'1 

tn ,.:hc.ther tlw n.mount of water will be 
llVailabk for irrigation purpo os to make this 
lin~._: a succc~-. Any nwn 1tvho has ever been 
in the Central district c' nd ha·) seen the 
Fitzrov River in flood would ncYer have one 
n1o~C'~t's hesitation in saying that there is 
plenty of vvater, because in one fi.C?od ~e3:son 
enough water come··, down to prov;de Jr~lg~
tion for the next two or three years, rf 1t 
was cor"·crvPd. In the disastrou' flood of 
1918, below Rockhampton from the foot of 
the Berserker Range right acroos to the foot
hills of the Crocodile Range-a distance of 

lJ1r. Hartley.] 



1680 Baralaba to Castle [ASSEMBLY.] 

about 10 ntile~-·n1s f'OYcred wid1 flood 
water .t? a drpth of 8 Lout

1 
30 ft. lt. gives 

some 1 u er:. of the trclnmlU{"\U:< q ua u t1 ty of 
1,',atcr w]uch eornes duwn the Fitzro\ Hiv-er 
in flood tin1e. \\~ith an L'Xalnple like that, 
!hen' call be no apprelwnsion felL as ~o the 
~1ua11tit.' of watPr being aYuilable to \erve 
the pnrpo.scr; i,1r \Vhich this raihra is to be 
Luilt.. \Yith rc,g-ard to the hon. me1nber)s 
contontion that~ there is no big influx of 
~nunigraHts, or no cvidt:"lce of people flocking 
Jn drons to Queensland to take up land. 
·wo are U11able to provide ecrtain cL,c;;ses tJf 
land in Qu0cn:dand for the great nun1b0r of 
men who are applying for it. The hon. 
mPmber's contention that "'' ·c,hould start a 
big immigration scheme and bring a large 
number of people here to go on the land 
before we ha,ye made laud a.-ailable for 
them is absurd. V\' hat is the use of bringing 
a nutnber of in1n.1'igrants to the Da,vson 
Valley if there are no faciliti<:'s in the wav 
of water, and also a railwav on which to 
send their rroduce? The object of choosing 
this route is two-fold-to give the cheapest 
route for the railway, and provide cheap 
carriage for the material required for the 
irrigation darn to s.•rye the ptoplP \Yho settle 
on the irrigation area. For this reason, the 
route up tbe Dawson Valley to Castle Creek, 
whNe the first irrigation project will be put 
into force, has been chosen. From the reports 
of the different hydraulic engineers from 
Castle Creek it will probably be a matter of 
tramport by the waterway of the Dawson 
River itself. ~t '' ould be absurd to suggest 
that the railway line should go further on, 
because all the rest of the area is land that 
will be required for irrigation purposes, and 
some of it \Yill be inundated at certain times. 
The route to Castle> Creek is the 'hortest, 
most- prac-ticable, and the che'l!Jest route avail
able. ·with r<'f(ard to the quantity of water 
which is to be cnnsen·ed bv the dam, hon, 
members would do WC]] to studc· the figures 
given in the table in the report in connection 
with this railway, and to realise that they 
are offcr<'cl the , opportunity of building a 
line which will serve the biggest irrigation 
scheme in Australia. 

1\fr. BEBBIXGTOX : And it may be the most 
expensive. 

Mr. COLLIXR: It is too big for you with 
your small mind. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Even if it is the n,ost 
expensive, it may be the most profitable 
irrigation scheme in Australia. In view of 
l.he eYidcnce in connection with the Dawson 
Yallo:-. and the big factor it is going to be 
in swpplyjyH4' the cotton rcqnircrnent.s of 
England and the Domi11ion~. I think we aro 
justified in assnmin 6· that the line will be a 
f'UCCf ,;;;,;;;. I \Yish to quote son1f' flvurcs vvith 
rc"ard to the ="athan dam. in ender that they 
m~·,- get into "Hansard" and so that the 
people generally will know what we are 
asked to ·do, The report of the Publw 
V\T arks Commission l:'ays-

" The size of dam, when considered in 
re1ation to storage, compares favourrtbly 
with other large schemes, as the follow
ing table will indicate-" 

I am not going to quote the figures in the 
order in which they are gi\o'l in the table. 
I am going to take the largest dam first-

" Elephant Butte, Rio Grande River, 
North An,erica, storage capacity, 2.500,000 
acre feet, and crest length 1,200 feet." 

[Mr. Hartley. 

I Yvant to compare that first 'vith the X a than 
da .. nl~-

" :\athan, Dnwson River, Queensland, 
storage capacity 1,300,000 acre feet, and 
crC"'t !Pngth 655 feet." 

From the comparison of the crc,t lougth of 
the dan1 it 'Will be st:·cn that then} i". 11ot 
na1ch chnnce of its being the rnost expensive 
m that respect The next dam quoted is-

".As.souan, l'~ilc River, Egypt, storago 
capacrty 1.800,000 acre feet, and crest 
length 6,400 feet." 

The next in regard to storage capacitv is the 
:\athan dam on tlw Da\vson RiYer, t;; which 
we an_• no1v hcin~· asked to authorise t.his rail-· 
'"ay. Tha.t has a storage capacity, as I have 
said, of 1.3GOJ•Ou acre fept and a crest lengt'> 
of only 655 feet. Certainly, the height of the 
dam walls is greater than those of the 
Assouan dam, but it is 120 feet lower than 
those of the big dam at Elephant Butte 
on the Rio Grande River in !\orth America. 
Taking it all round, I think the evidence 
gi,-en in the report proves that the Daw§Oll 
Valley irrigation dam is a very feasible pr?
jcct, and the estimates show that there 1.9 

no nePd for apprehension ',\ ith regard to the 
quantity of water available or the cost to
those who require it. 

There is just one word I want to say in 
rPply to the hon. member for Port Curtis. 
The hon. men,ber spemed to oppose this pro
posal because it did not coincide with his 
ideas ,, s to where the rail way should be 
built from. He said that he was of opinion 
that the line should be built from Calllope, 
"·' b:v doing w it \Yould save a distn1ee of 
,omething like 25 miles, 

1\lr. FLETCHER: That was if the line haci 
been built from Calliope in the fir·t plare
I do not advocate it now. 

Mr. HAHTLEY: The hon. member is 
opposing this scheme because it does not go 
flom Calliop<e, and he said that the 
line should be built from Glad~tone to 
Taroon1, and front· Taroon1 d0\\'11 to Juandah 
and ~1ilc., \Vill the hon. member tell rrie 
\Yhat advantage that would be to the settle
ment of the Dawson Valley? 

:\Ir. FLETCHER: Because it would only have 
110 mih" to get to the nearest port, whereas 
under this srhemP it will haYe 160 miles. 

2\[r. HARTLEY: It would only have 110 
miles to go from Gladstono to Taroorn, but 
that is as the crow flies, If the crow walked 
and pushed a wheel-barrow, it would have to 
go 200 milr 3 round because of the rugged 
i1ature of the conntry which would have to 
he na sPd ihrough. If the line went in that 
dirc;ciion, it wonld come on to the irrigation 
area at a right nngle. People would have 
to mme from -!0 miles awav on the lower 
:-i de of the ri ,-er. and on tlie other side of 
the rinr people, would have to bring their 
prorh1c, in by road or by light tramw 'Y' a. 
similar distance, and that would inrreace the' 
cost. 

'\fr. FLETCHER: You could have an off-shoot 
from the railway. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Xot only does the hon. 
member want a trunk line, but he would 
want _-,pvcrfll branch lines in co11nection with 
the route that he suggests, whereas by build
ing the line bv the route now propose<i we go 
up the valloy' of the Dawson River and am· 
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Tight in touch with the land that will be us. cl 
for ~cttlcmcnt and with the terrninas abut~ 
iing on the big irrig-ation area. The conten-

tion of the hon. member for Port 
[7 )l.Tll.] Curtis is that, having· failc·cl to 

build the iine from GLHhtone to 
Taroom, and then down to Juandah and 
11iles, tlw next best proposition \Vonld ha vo 
been to gu from G\a.cLtone to the Calliclo 
Junction. and then~c to the rcntn~ of the irri
gation (_ll''']. rrhe hon. gentlornan snggc·~tcd 
a herrlr:g-bonc systen1 of railway construc
tion. Tlw lnain rca~on \Yhy }Jc suggP~tcd that 
was that thov could tu Gladstone in 125 
miles. 1 wal{t to ont that the big objec. 
tion is, as the hon. gcu: 1 CDHU1 admitted earlier 
by interjection, that it wonld hit aoout the 
r!licldle uf lhc belt of countr•· propo,ecl to be 
soned and sl•ttic-d <tS an irrigation arc1. It 
would also inYolvo an additiunal railway 
s-,·-.tcrn or what I nright call a herrino·
b-ono s{ ;tom of branch lines up and duvvn the 
river either ·v1 a~v for a distance of, I should 
say, 20 mile~~ either way. Even then sorrw of 
iho settlers would be far removed from the 
railway in some in'tanees. \Ye all know that 
settlers aro p;rcatly handicrrp)lod when they 
-are rcrnovod long distanccc« Jron1 raihxuy cDrrr
muuicatio:l. lJndPr the pres(~nt. proposal, up 
the valley of t!10 river, ju~t nhovc the edfrC of 
tho highe,t flood-level so far as is known, 
the lino will run along what is practically the 
boundary of the area intended to be --ettl,,cl. 
In no instance in the propo-al outlined to-day 
will any area of irrigable land bo more 
tha.n 6 or 7 miles from the railwav. That is 
a big consideration to men ecttlfng on the 
land. The hon. member for Port Cm·tis 
contends that the railway should go from 
Gladstone to Callide Junetion, so that the 
produce could go to G lad·-torw. 

The hon. member gave oOmC' distances ao 
showing the added handicap it will be to 
producers in this district by following t ho 
route proposed. I do not agre0 with the hon. 
gentleman's figures, because I have looked un 
the distances in the railwav timetable. He 
gave the distance to Gludstone from Castle 
Crook as 190 miles, but I make it 215 miles, 
and I think my figures are correct. The 
-horte't route to Castle Creek is the present 
route to Rockhampton, which means 142 
miles of carriage. I think the producers in 
t~e. country are sat_isfied when they can get 
tnmr 11roduce earned to a main centra of 
population which is also a distributing centre. 
lherr market w!ll be rn Rockhampton. To 
takf' their produce to Gladstone, an extra 
69 miles, would be absoll]telv ahsurd. If 
they want to get to a deep-water port direct, 
a shorter route would be to Broadmount. I 
1eotico that the hon. member ·did not men
tion Broadmount, hut tho distance to that 
purt from C."tle Crook would be 16q miles, 
as oppoe,~l to 215 milt-, to Gladstone. I 
think those figures speak for themsefyos, and 
will c01Winc0 the Committee that there is 
nothing in the hon. 1nember's argument in 
favour of the route of 110 miles. via Callide 
Junction. And this most important fact muet 
al'u be borne in mind-that the country, or 
" great portJOn of the countrv. on the route 
he proposes tho railway shouid take, is n'ry 
rugged and mollDtainou·-, and it would be 
very costly to build a line through some of 
those ranges tu connect these lands with 
Gladstone. 

I fail to see any reason whv we should 
wait two years, as the hon. member con-
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tends, or why there should be any waitlllg 
at all. There is no use in waiting, as he 
and the hon. member for Aubigny said, to 
sec how >ve get on with the Burnett scheme. 
The two are absolutely separate and dif
ferent. The Bmnett scheme cannot be 
compared with the Da,,son. The one is a 
purely land settlement ~chem0, whilst the 
other is a scheme of land settlement by pro
viding irrigation facilities. and no cdmpari
son can be made on account of the difference 
il' the quality of the land and the area that 
'\ill be tcrYed in each case. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I would like to 
sav tha.t the attitude of hon. members on 
this side of the House is not that they are 
opposed tu the con,truction either of the 
railway or of the irrigation or water con
servation works. Both are neces~ary if we 
are going to develop the State a.s we desire 
it to be developed. The magnitude of this 
proposal does not frig·hten me in any way. 
In fact, if the informatiun in this report 
is by any means correct--and n1o~t likely it 
is-it is going to a$,ist the settlement of 
quite a nnn1ber of persons in tho Dawson 
Valley. I have not had the pleasilre of 
visiting that put of Queensland, but all the 
evidence that havo had in this Chamber 
from time to time goe'. to prove that it has 
tremendous possibilities. But the question 
we ha Ye to ask ourselves is: "Is this a suit
ctble time to go on with these operations?" 
Hon. members know perfect!;,· we!! that we 
ha vc lost a tremcncluus arnuunt of money 
on the railways during the last seven years, 
and that, if t.he Estimates which we were 
con-sidering just a short time ago prove to 
be anywhere near correct, there will be a 
further loss bv 30th June next of at least 
£1,250,000. Is it sensible for us to go on 
in the way we are following at the present 
time, when >YC knuw very well that the land 
along the existing railway lines has not 
been openeJ. up as \Ye \VOtlld like? I do not 
think we should load ourselves with any 
unnecessarv raihvav construrtion unlees \Ve 

are satisfiC'd that, if it is not g-oing to pay, 
it is going to CDme within rea;;:onable d~stance 
of paying. We h<tve inform~tion that this 
railwa.y is not going' to pav for a eonsiclcr
able time. althonrh I think t;1at eventually 
there will come '' time when tho railway, 
in conjunction with the irrigation scheme, 
will prey. How we aro guing to fmance the 
two things, in conjunction with the other 
big railwac' works which we have in th~ 
Durnett area, I do not know. vVo have haa 
trcn1endous losSC'":i. on our ra.il w-ays for somo 
vears, and the GoYernment should devote 
thomsch·cs to seeing whether it is not pos
sible to stop those lmses, and whether some 
sy,tcm oannot bo devised by which settle· 
"lent will be promoted. It seems to me 
f'hat the onl:, wuy in \Vhic,:l \V8 can make 
the existing lines of railway pay is by 
promuting settlement along tho lineCJ we 
ah·ead-: have. \Ye have a tremendous mile
ag-e fr~m one end of the State to the other. 
vVe on this side a.re POt oppo,ecl to water 
ronservation and irrigation. B:v reason of 
our not haYing had snch !3rhernes in yea ra 
gone by we haYc lost millions of pounds. 
I~ is unfortunate that years ago water con
servation \Vas not taken up to a greater 
extent, and tha.t areas which could have 
been irrigated and provided with >\ ater were 
not so provided. I believe th<tt the expendi
ture involved in water conservation will 

11:1r. Taylor.] 
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come back to the State everv time It is a 
lamentable thing that, when' we g'et a few 
rnonths of dry we a thcr, we should suffer 
to the extent we do. Hon. members on both 
s1dcs are here to advocate and assist in 
c,·ery v "Y poS'lible the promotion of settle
D1Pllt, the construction of raihvavs and 
w~tcr conservation and irrigation.~ 'Those 
thmgs Jlre absolutely necessary if we want 
t" sco the State deYelop. But I hold that it 
is not. developing our State to go on losing 
anythmg up to £1.500.000 or £1.750,000 on 
our existing lines of raihYav. \Yo sec what 
h

1
as h~Pl;cncd in Victoria ~'ince the present. 

Corrnnl''"IOI~cr ha_~ tftkcn charge. He has 
n_ot b~cn m charge Ycry long·, He is a 
\ ~~tonan-bo1:n n1.1.n \Yho -;::cnt to An1crica, 
~[un,_ d certain exr)f.,ricncc, and \Yas brought 
<~nt by the present Victoria.n GoYPrnment. 
~or the year \vhich h~s ju;;:t cndc·d, we are 
Infornh_,d, tho losJ on the Yictorian railways 
ha, been only £19,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Because he 
says, of the incrca>ed fares and freights', 

2\fr. TA YLOR: There ;, no doubt thut 
he brts don~ sornethir1g in that direction. 
Arc \YO to go on in the sa:mc \Yay in which 
\VC h~ vo been going~y1aying out of the 
consohda.ted revenue w,ha tcve;· is lo.>t, thus 
n1aking the general taxpayers bear the 
burden? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILViAYS: \Vlw should 
they not help to deyelop the countl-y .. ? 

l\Tr. 'I'AYLOR: I do not call that ·develop
in~ the country. Development should take 
plarc along the existing lines of raihYay. 

, The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If you 
Incrertc:e fares and freight~ vou are gain()" to 
handicap development. ' ' ~ 

~vir. TA YLOR: If the Govcrnnwnt tried to 
see how far they could further deyclop areas 
of land suitable for agriculture and closer 
settlement aloDg existing linos of railway, 
probably they would find that thcv would 
not h,l-VC to rajse fare~ and freights~ Fro1n 
the inrrcased traffir thev \Vould raise sufficient 
revenue to prevent the 'enormous losses \vhich 
we ha ,-e been having for some years. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It would to all right if you 
could resume land at a r!ecent figure; but 
.rou know that you cannot. ... 

Mr. 'l'A YLOR: I think that over the "hole 
of the existing lines we should be able to 
resume at a rate which would pay the 
Governtnent and encourage settlement. 

I am prep<Lrcd to accept the recommenda
tions of those men ',d10 should know regard
mg the proposed route of thi, line. It is not 
a bit of . use baYing 1nen who, we claim, 
have spec1al knowledge with regard to what 
i; the most suitable route foe· the construction 
o' a railway if we are not going to accept 
the reports \duch they present. I hane 
sufficient confidence in the n1en \Ybo have 
prepared this report to bclieYc that the route 
theY recommend is the best route for the 
construction of this particular line of railwav. 
But I_ think we ~re on sound ground in our 
opposition to gomg on with this .,chemc at 
the present time. \Yhethcr this railway is 
constructed .or not, tren1endous expansion \vill 
take place 1n the cotton-oTowincr industrv in 
this par1-icular aro.L. Th~ area 

0

under cOtton 
is going to be probably doubled or trebled, 

[Jlr. Taylor. 

or prob<Lbly increased to ar, 
extent. 

.The SECRET.\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: Th1:;_ 
wtll help in that direction. 

greater-

, Mr. TAYLOR: Probably it wilL It has 
dt' -'n proved b.;yond a shado\v of a doubt that 
\VC c:u_1 prodw:_" cotton and that '\VC can pro
duce 1t nt a grod 111argin of profit while 
pro:,ent ,Yalue~ arc rnaintained, and lHObably 
\VO shaJ1 bo ubl ' to product' it at a lc-,5 cocit 
ihan at, the prc~ent tirr1c. rfhc \\hole ChC.!118 
~~~ould be Yery carefully cou>-1idcrcJ bv Lhi:~ 
c·~lan:bl'L \Vhile I bt-lieYe in the coustr~ction 
of ra.rl \\ ays all cl i1t 1:aL r con~,~~:rYation :schcrnc::; 
l "We ~hould hc:,i~atD bC>forc gcing 011 v·i t]~ 

a schen1e as thlf', and "e •,houJJ dcV(JtC 
GUl' _nerglcs and abilitir,, Lo ~~'c if \Ye cu,n 

our rural population along the 
railv.,ays. 

. :\Ir. W. COOPER (Roscwoorl): I have 
!I, f,:ncU to hon. nlcrnbcr:5 oppe.;;ii.c takin(r up 
the stand that it is not ncccssarv to cons~ruct 
this particular line. One re. Jucn\ a·dYalJCed is 
b,ecauso it would go through the .:-;:ormanby 
ewdor:>te so that the Go;·ermnont might have 
an opportunn;v of defeating th(~ hon. tnernber 
for :.Jormanby because th01'C \voulcl be a 
number of workrncn engaged on this liue. I 
da not think there is l'eally any !'rccessity for 
the Gov,;rmnent to construct a rallwav line to 
dofcr<t the hon. member, because at 'the last 
ek ... ·tion the hon. me1nbcr Wfll:i rc-turncd to thi:s
Ifo~lse. as a Labonr r'?pre.scnt·ltivc by a 
111a]or1ty of about 500. I think that majority 
lS still there for any Labour can'-!idate ·who
ma~T DPllOsc the hon. n1cn1ber. I!on. 1nen;bcrs 
opposite, part1calar1y the Countr~v' nartv 
have always claimed that the" arc tl1 fi·ior,d; 
of the man on the land. · 

:Mr. J. JOKES: So \VC are. 

:'\Ir. \V. COOPER: They have alwavs 
adYocatrd the polic: of rai:wa,ys precedillg 
settlement, yet v.- find th0m opposing the con
~!rnrt.ion o£ this raibxay for political purposes. 
~hey aho eharg·c-cl this Government with con
.«tnu_·t-ing; the r-aih,~ay for political purvosr-s. 
~V c can remcn1bc1· 1nen pa.rt~cu1ar1 v versed in 
tl;e i.,·"< ,·~c-J used by hon. 11"!Cn~~1 r.s opposite, 
\~.'llO 111 tlle past hn.Ye P"'~·-ed ratiwav construc
tion ~rh0rnl -., without nnv i11tcntio.;;. at all of 
cHr i;n; them ont. The first inqnirv that 
an intc~lding settler 111akcs i~ whcthc1:, there 
ar., anv raihraT.~ facilities to 0nabl • hitn to 
bring 1;;:, produ~_. to market. There arc dis
tr!cts in Qncensland to-da;' which are 
la11~,:uishing for the vvant of rail'.':ayr:. I c:~n 
ref0r to instances whcro GoY er tmcnts pas, c~s
ing vie;.ys sirnilar to tho· :1 possc~Jccl bv hon. 
111f'"~11 bnrs O)lpos itc~rcactio11ary vie\\ 6:___ha vc 
<1 cl opted rai1wTt' construction .-, 1u•n1C· with-
out intcntiCn1 of calTYi: g tl10n1 out. At 
the that thcv \YOre '::doptcd ther~ W<'r2 

hnnclrcd-, 1nore :;:.eLilC'r-:< in thnt p1rt!culnr dis~ 
trict than th<'r0 arc to-da\'. hc·co.use the 
nnfortunatc s0ttl::>rs went there rnanv vears 
2.~0 to take up l;~nd, following on a i1rO:mise 
rn 1 dc by previouR GDYernmcnts to (•onstruct 
a rajlv:ay to that dish·ici, but that railway has 
Y'(·vrr been cnnstructcd. I an1 referring to 
the Laneficld-Ro>·'valc railway. 

1\Tt. BRE?\X.\~~: '\YhosP f'lectorat.e is that in? 

"vlr. \Y. COOPER: It is in the 0lcctorate 
of the hoo. member for Lockver. Those men 
haYo been treated shabbily i;1 the past, and 
they haYe not been giYen the facilities that 
tbc.v should ha,·e been given to get their 
produce to market; and their sons have 
found that it was not possible for them to 
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make a reasonable living bcc<msc they had 
t0 cart their produce too far. This Baralaba
Castlo Creek Raih. ay will bring abcJut closer 
scttlen1ont, and hon n1etnber.3 opposite incline 
to the belief that we shall not haYe in 
Ouccnsl~Lnd sufficient sett1e!.·s to rnako this 
line a payable proposition, and they say they 
'"ant it deferred !or two vcars. If that land 
is settled within five yca'i_~:;, the Ooycrnn1ent 
,,ill be amply justified in carr~·ing out the 
proposal we have before us. be,·a 'lSC I am 
~atisfiod that, unless vre build rrtil· .. ays to 
eiJablil settlers to get their produce to market 
within a roa,,enablo time, there is no hope of 
inducing people to settle on the land. The 
peop1C' in 111y clcctoratc-"·hich is one of the 
closest settled districts in Queenland-took 
up land under the 1no2t adyer5e coDditions. 
It we; scrub land, and I notic,J that the 
friends ef hen. members opposite haYC never 
taken up that class of ]and; they were ahvays 
prepared to take up land on the rolling 
downs, where there wa.s no hard work to do. 
In 1nv electorate we hav~3 farmers who have 
not ,;wre than 100 acres, and they have 
reared large bmilios, seme ef thorn haying 
up to eight and even ten sons. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That is whore we will get 
settlers from. Go and do likewise. (Laugh~ 
ter.) 

Mr. W. COOPER: I am afraid hon. mem~ 
bers opposite have not the vitality. (Laugh· 
:er.) Those sons desire to go en the land, 
but there is ne place for them except a way 
back from a railway, and it is necessary to 
construct lines such as the Baralaba~Castle 
C're,,k Railway, which is purely an agricul~ 
ttrral lino, if we arc going to develop 
Queensland. \Ve have to offer seme induce~ 
mont for these men to go on the land; and, 
ic we do net de that, we shall do exactly 
what hon. members opposite have done in 
the pl1st-that is, retard pregress so far as 
lnnd settlement is concerned. The Federal 
Go,-crnment have instituted a. scheme for 
bringing hundreds-theY say thousands-of 
irn1nlgrants to Australia. Thcro is not a 
p3 rticle of use in bringing out in1n1igrants 
unless we provide the means by 'vhich they 
can ,cttlc on the land and have a reasonable 
opportunity ef mdking a decent living. vVe 
have just embarked upon the cotton industry, 
and I understand from the reports that the 
land in the Da wson V alloy is suitable for 
cotton; and, unless we provide facilities for 
getting the cotten to market, we cannot 
expect men to take np that land for the 
purpose of growing cotton. If we do not 
construct this line, we cannot he called any~ 
thing else but ;a retrogres-;ivo party, and, if 
thoro is one thine; this party cannet be 
rharged with. it is retrogression. I have 
been practically rrll oyer Australia, and I 
find thrct the States whoso Goyernments have 
ccmtructed railwavs for the purpose of pro
n-·oting land settlement are the most pro· 
g-ressi"l'e States. Queensland has built mere 
miles of railway than any other State in the 
Commonwealth, and I say without fear of 
contradiction that Queensland to-day, despite 
what hon. members opposite ma.v say, is the 
most progressive State in Australia in the 
matta ef ra.ihvay construction and in the 
matter of land settlement, and particularly 
agricultural settlement. I hone that the 
Government will be firm in their dotermina~ 
tion to carry out the programme of railway 
construction which they have introduced. 

Mr. J. JONES: Vie shall have to charge 
them with repudiation yet. 

Cr::?ck llai 1ray. 1G8~ 

J'.Ir. vV. COOPER : There is no doubt that, 
if we do not build this lino, you mu:· charge 
us with repudiation. It ill becomes the hon. 
member to sa: anything about repudiation. 
I-fon. 1ncn1berS oppOsjtc can be charged with 
repudiation, because ?11 e;Tcr:-::-. occasion ·when 
an election \'.as looming 111 :.1: ht they ,,·cnt. 
out and told the ekdors they were going 
to construct certain railways, but when they 
wel'C returned to power they repudiated 
ever:· promise they mrv1e. \Vo on this side 
h<1ve promised nothing that. we . have n?t 
carried out. I hope that this railway Will 
b0 constructed as early as possible. 

Mr. VO\YLES (Dalby): This propesed line 
is an extension of the J\.Iount Morgan branch 
railwuv from Bar ala ba to Castle Creek, in 
length· 52 miles, and the ~cheme connected 
with it, we are told, IS gomg lo cost somt:;~ 
thing like £2,000,000. Wo know that est1~ 
n1ate is indefinite, because to a great extent 
it is experimentaL It is custemary to .deal 
with railway proposals on non-party lmes, 
and it is only a fair thing that the reports. 
which have been brought before the Com
mitte-0 from time to time should receive the 
consideration they are entitled to, and any 
criticism sheuld be taken in the spirit in 
which it is given. \Ye start out with a full 
knowledge, no matter what our views on the 
qucstien may be, that the Government have 
decided on this course of action, and the 
proposal is going to pass whether we like it 
or not. It is no use hon. members opposite 
saying that we arc sh~wing_ hostility to the 
proposaL ~Ye are d1scussmg the .matter 
from a public pomt of now, and askmg the 
Government to taka some notice of the 
arguments we advance. 'We have to real~se, 
in the first place, that of all the non~paymg 
concerns \Ve have in Queensland our rail
wavs are the worst. The accumulated deficits 
to~clay are about £8,500,000, built up in 
seven years and in the fac<! of that we are 
asked to .agree te the expen·diture of capital 
which, so far as I can see, will mean 
incurrinrr further deficits. One has only to • 
look at "the railway lines which have been 
commenced during th~ term ?f the Gove~n~ 
ment and which are still unfimshcd to realise
the amount of dead capital there is in 
Queensland to~day. In one case in particular 
son1e railv:a,~ \Vork vva9 begun in Too\voon1ba 
only for one purpose, a.nd that was to return 
the present member to Parliament. 

Mr. BREKKAX: Vvhich member? 

Mr. VOWLES: You. 
Mr. BRENNAN: It was not in my time. 
Mr. VO\YLES : It put a lot of people 

there in ~:our titne. 
Mr. D~EKNAN: :'\o; the}· all lived in my 

elector a tc. 
1\Ir. VOWLRS: The hon. member knows 

better than that. The fact remains that 
there Y\ ..1s a large surn of n1oney-,ve are 
told it '•'··as £30,000 or £40.000-expended 
there and the works a1·o l0ft just in the 
condition the? \vcre before the election was 
held. " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL w.ws : Yes, because 
of the Philp delegation. 

Mr. VOWLES: You ha,-e done nothing 
since. The same thing has happened in con· 
nection with other railway line, \Yhich were 
in progress when the Government came into 
power. Look at the Munbiila tp Mount 
Edwards line. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is almost 
completed. 

Mr. i!owles.} 
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JI.J r. YO\YLES: Dut how many years has 
capital been tied up there earning nothing 
at all ' 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: As soon as 
we got funds ''"" started the line. It will 
be ope1wd in a fortnight. 

J\lr. '.~0\VLES: Then the eame thing 
ap~>lic-, to the J.VIurgon-Proston railway. :Huge 
surns o£ money were spent, and before the 
line wa -, iiHishcd operations \Vere suspended 
and a big amount of capital is lying idle. 
\Yhon \Ye made applic :ttions for the con
struction of railway lines into agricultural 
areas-linc's \Yhich have been agreed to by 
the Public 1\'orks Commi<sion as being 
desirable-and which would run through 
couutry which "a.s and still is falling into 
the hands of the Crown, and which has been 
taken up by soldir ,. settlers and other~, the 
Government told us that certain railways 
would be built as soon as the North Coast 
line vvas completed. Those prom~ses, Of 
course, have b~<~n oyer looked; yet \ve have 
the hon. member for Rosewood speaking 
nbout the broken promises of past Govern
ments. \V hen an election is looming on the 
horizon we f-ind the GoYernrnent saying that 
it is necessary to start, not only ono railway, 
which involves tho expenditure of a huge 
f?Um of money, but that it is necessar~y to 
start two railways, which will necessitate 
two different plants, and two different cQ&ts 
of supd·vision, and duplication of expense in 
other ways. 

A GoYERx}IEKT l\lE~!BER: Are you in favour 
of this line or not? 

Mr. VOvVLES: That is not the question. 
It does not matter very much whether we 
ar(l in favour of it or not, because it is going 
to be carried. 

The SECRETAllY l'OR RAILWAYS: There is no 
<:>lection pending, unlesa it ts a Federal 
election. 

Mr. VOWLES: I think there is a State 
election pending. At any rate. if :·ou want 
to vut it on record, I am opposNl to this 

proposal. In these matters we 
[7.30 p.m.] ha n got to be guided by the 

reports of our Px-perts. U nfor
tunotely. we have two reports, and they are 
conflicting. One H~port goes ag1inst tho 
othrr l'E~port. 

Mr. DREKKAK: \Vc have the report of the 
Public \'\'arks Commission. 

:\lr. VO'\YLES: We hrrve the report of tho 
0 ublic \Vorks Commission, that is the report 
of la.vmcn based on the evidence that was 
,;-Ivcr! befor,• them. Thev arrived at a deci
;Jor. to the best of their ability, ba.sed on 
the report··· of experts. 

l\Tr. HARTLEY: They travelled over the 
t'ontc~. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes: and they travelled 
oYer manY other routes. I esk the hon. 
n10mber if the:<' are competent to express an 
opinion un matters ', Drh as this? 

l\1r. C'OLT.T:;~: Read the evidence of the 
hon. rrH'mbcr for :VIurilla, and sec what he 
sa vs. 

1'h" SECRE~ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Th•· hon. 
member for J\lm·illa said it was ono of the 
finest schemes ever inaugurated. 

Mr. VOWLES: That may be his opinion, 
but he is only a layman. \Ve have to be 
g-uided bv the opinions of exports, and the 
reports of the Railway Department tell us 

w.hat is likely to be the P.arning power of 
[Mr. Vmdes. 

this railway, It is infinitesimal. The Min
ister tricq (o bol~ter up the l'ailway b~,- sa.yir1g 
that it .-honlcl be taken in conjunction with 
the irrigation Echeine, which \Yill put an 
added value on the land end in that wav 
the rcv(•nue \Yill be obtair.ecl from the land. 

The SecRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I •aid that 
tho increa:,;;d Yalue of the land \\ould n1ore 
tha.n coyer the CDst of the 'vhole scheme. 

Mr. YO\VLES: How are we going to get 
at the crnx of the whole scheme? \Vc are 
going to get a proportion of the revenue 
ffoHl incrc:>'_::.cl runL; but the whole thing 
i:: spPculativc, and we do not kno\v \V hat we 
aro going to do. \Ve d-o not kno1v where 
\'.' sbnd in the matter of immigration. \Ve 
do not kno'v "\vhat settlers are Couing from 
oth(·r parts of Australia to Queensland. We 
h.:tYe two schemes going. It would be good 
busin,_ss to sta.rt ono of the schemes, and, 
,,. hen wo sec how thn.t gets on. we can start 
the other. \Ye can wait and see whether 
there is a desire on the part of the people 
to take up land. Let us see if there is any 
prospect of one scheme b::ing a success 
lwfore ,,,·o tackle the other. The hon. 
member for Rosewood spoke about immigra
tion. \Yhat have the Government done so 
far as imn1igration is concerned? 

Mr. CoLLixS: \Vo encourage the native
born. 

l\Ir. YO\YLES: Another hon. member 
oppc,ite talks about bringing immigrants 
frorr1 overseas. 

l\1r. BRE:-1:-;rA:-;r: \Vho said that? 

l\1r. VOWLES: The hon. member for 
Rose wood. 

l\Ir. DRE:-;rxA:-1 : He did not. 

Mr. VOIVLES: The hon. member for 
Rosewood talked a bout an immigration 
policy and the prospects there were of people 
coming from overseas. The Government 
aru not in favour of irnmigration. 

Mr. DREKKAK: \Ye allow them to come in 
in the only pD'·siblo way. 

.:'vir. ·\ 0\YLES: I thought this scheme was 
to absorb unemployment. These scheme' 
are going to co6t a huge su!n of m-oney, 
\\;hich will mean a bigger interest bill. I 
\I'Ould like to remind hon. members that the 
n1orc Inoney \VC hnsc to pay in interest the 
le-:s money \\'C shall have to spend on the 
1memployed. \Y c are told by the hon. 
me-mber for Fitzrov that this area is emin
ently suitable for 'cotton-growing. and that 
tlw raib:·a v d10uld be built for that reason 
alone. " 

Mr. HARTLEY: I did not sav thnt. I '·aid 
that was one of the reasons. ' 

:\fr. VOWLES: How long arc we ao"<urod 
of the success of cotton-growing in Queens
bud? Ilow long does tho guarantee last? 

The S~CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Till 1926. 

:\Ir. VO\YLES: Do you expect 
\','ay and the irrigation scheme 
complotc•d by 1926? 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
way will c0 rtainly be completed 
Crook long before that. 

the rail
will be 

The rail
to Castle 

i\Ir. YO\YLES: I Yenture to say that the 
cotton guarantee will expire long before 
e,nv ;.•lector in that district will be able to 
bl{e adv:mtage of it. 

J\!lr. ELPHIKSTOKE: It took five vears to 
build the railway to the Bowen Coalfield. 



Baralaba to Castle 

Mr. VOWLES: Hon. members opposite 
tdk about having Ja.nd for the settlement 
of r;mr nativc.-born Qucenslandere. If you 
g.J mto my ·chdnct and go along the Tara 
extension, you 11 ill sec cdwre a railway was 
started years ago with th0 idea of going on 
towards Surat. Tho selector.- took up land 
there, but thev have abandoned their hold· 
ing.~ and gone: back to \~if'toria. That is a 
bad advertisement for Queensland. 

Mr. BRENNAN: \'l'hat about the hon. 
member for Murilla? 

Mr. VOWLES : He is one of them. The 
selectors there were promised a railwav, 
but. they got tired of wa.iting and abandoned 
thmr ~elections. The prickly-pear is now 
spreadmg '?ver th" country, and it is gradu· 
ally becommg ruined. The line should have 
been built if onl 0• for the purpose of keep· 
lllg the pear back. It could have been built 
for a reasonable cost years ago, and great 
benefit would have been derived from it. It 
is tho same in connct GiDn ith son1e of the 
la.nd in the Xanango district. Soldiers have 
gone on the rcsumptions in the Kanango 
electorate, and t.hc:v are tired of v;aiting for 
th0 rarlway to be built. 

ThB SECRETAHY FOR RA1L\VAYS: \Yhere
abouts? 

T1fr. YO',VLT:S: Bet·' een Bconcnno and 
B 'I. 

. :\Ir:. H.\RTLEY: T,hat is not in the ]\' anango 
chstnct. 

Mr. VO'VYLES: It is in the Kananuo dis. 
tnrL I travelled over that route wh';,n tho 
Publw VYorks C'ommiHion travelled over it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Don't ,- 0 u 
think !hat we should sta.rt an irrigation 
policv m Queensland? 

Mr. VOvYLES : I do. but \Ye do not want 
t'? st.1rt two irrigation sch0mc•, at the one 
tune. \Yhat about the Mount Ed" ards 
schcm()? \V e w~rc told that that was a 
gigantiC schen1c, but it vas onlv brou (J'ht 
fonmrd to dupe the Ipswich electors. Then 
IH? had the Bnrne~t scheme brought forward, 
and now the Da·,hon Vallov scl,omo \Ve are 
going in for irrigation ,.~hctn~s a~3 vvcll as 
land S?tt!ement. \Ye should take one scheme 
at a _hme. vVc have an object-lesson at pre
sent 111 the BurrmJuck scheme. \Vc have also 
had an 8XJ:Ci'i~nec SO far. as the PX['c>llUiture 
of money 1n rrngat1on IS concerned in the 
IniL'rrnan irrigation scheme. 

Mr. COLLIXS: I was '' aitinu for that 
will reply to that statement. ~ · 

:Yir. VOWLES : It is. proposed to go in for 
an urrv,atwn scheme m the Dawson VallAv 
at a coot of somcthim: like £2.000 0\'1. \V(, 
knc_rvv vvhat tho dilfcrence \Vas bct\\'cen the 
( ~t1n1~te? C~Pt a11;l a-'_ tu, 1 co·:t of th2· Inker
nu~n 1f.r1gal ron scnt·11lC, a tnc .1.'1tiug to some
thing dke 200 per cellt .. and It is not finished 

I do not ccu0 vvhn<- the hor-L rnunber 
J3o~-}~n say~. the LH -~ remains tl1at tho 

eo~+ of th-: InkPrn1an schc:rn hu_~ b~-rn 200 pc-r 
cent. n1ore tha1_1 \Va3 r~i-In1Htcc1. Ynn- :;o in 
for t'i' o Pxpcnn1Plltnl chcrnes? \Vh··,t not 
dt"'a.l with ono and prov.-· it to }:-._, fl ;n.ecrss? 
If you prove one !Jc r!_ HUCC<- th?n I would 
be \Yith ~Tou in u11til •-uch 
tin10 as one proved to be a 

:'Jr. I-I.'.HTLEY: Oh: I.\Y.\Y. ! 

The SErRETA:'"'Y Fo-a TIUL\Y_\\' 

V Pry scriot~s rt'< .)ll1Ill''l1C1at io11-to 
That is a 

go s1oy~:. 

Creek Baaway. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is a sensible recom
mendation bc,,ause I mean to go slow in the 
cxponditur'e of money. 

Mr. BREX:-;rc~;:.; : \Yho are the Bol.heviks 
now? 

Mr. VOWLES: vVith hon. mcmb rs •>ppn· 
site on the Trca-ury benches £2,000,000 doec 
not matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW.\YS: You want to 
go slow on land settlement. 

1\!Ir. VOWLES: I believe in the policy of 
the Country party so far as land settlemcn1 
is concerned. \Ve have large areas at present 
alonG' our existing raihvav lines avvaiting 
~--:>tt)~n1ent. If \VC gave faCilities for in1n1i
grant:: to come here, we could encourage them 
to go in for settlement. on the land. And ~-e 
t~rc told that no selectiOn is to be allowed m 
those arc:cs nntil the whole '-chcmo is 
completed. 

The SECRETARY FOR H.HLWAYS: No. 

Mr. ·vo\YLES: I understood the hon. 
member for Bllrnett to say that he had been 
to the dcnartnlPnt on behalf of n1cn \Vho 
wantPd to' select land and ho was refused. 
II~l\Y long is that crnbargo to rc1nain? 

Mr. !IARTLEY: They cannot get prcL•rential 
blocks. 

Mr. VO\YLES: We arc told that men in 
hundreds and thousands are trying to get 
P.dectJon.:; in tho \Vestern pastoral areas as 
graZing fa.rnH•rs. \Ve arc .told that n1cn \Yant 
to go on the lan~ no:w bmnp; r~·surncd by" the 
Crown, but that rt wrll not be op2n f01: 'oleo· 
tioP \Vhv is all this moncv to be trod up 
and. all this doYclopment to be checkc.cl? 
\Vhotn arc vvr~ waiting for? 

Nlr. BREKKAX: \Vaiting for the next \Var. 

Mr. YOWLES: I \·cnt.ure to say that the 
hon. member will not be there. 

Mr. DRENNAJ;': I >rill not be there. You can 
take your oath on that. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I ask the GO\·ernmcnt not 
to be lavish in their expenditure on thi·' 
railway com.truciion at the start. Ther·e has 
been a sugg-estion-which I hope is not cor
r<:'ct-tha.t the reason for the great desire to 
get on with this particular line is the wish 
to fulfil the promise made by some hon. 
moHlb rs opposite that they are going- to 
[\Pt rid of the hon. member for Normanby at 
~11 costs. (Government dissent.) That state
ment has been ma,de in this Chamber, and 
whether this line is introduced from a desire 
to brino- that about or not I do not know. 

1\lr. HARTLF.Y: You know we can get him 
without that. 

::Hr. VO\VLES: Is this Bill being intra· 
duced so that a lot of workmen can be thrust 
into that electorate in order that they may 
record their yotcs at the next ele< tion? If 
that is the intention, it is to be regrette-d. 

ThP SEcRET.\RY FOR RAILW.\YS: That is not 
con··_)rt, and it js not a fair suggestion. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not knmY. Hon. mem· 
Lrrs OI'f;ositc haY£' ~aid frcquo.~nt]y in thi~ 

1hat theY ··"ould get the hon. mem· 
next tin1c. I(thPrn i fo be a. duplication 

,V.(Jrk in rrdcr to nut labourers into this 
:.~n ,\}~en there is a[~parentl:~ no r( :lson for 
1t, we cun put our own con:::trndion npon the 
proC'r'Pllill_Q'. J\I_v attitude i, thut we h.a,\-C' to 
1\c> gnidcd l):v the C\:p••rt of the d('prl.l't:n.cJ!tS. 
The Gov arc taki1 g tb0 rc~pons1l-nht~-. 

nwt fh01'P i•. bn•,inC•'' in It-
carry th~ burden of the Ecohenw 

Mr. 11mcieg.1 
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in tho futu re-wo vvill ~UPlJLl't it for what it 
i~ \Yorth: bat. \Yhen the ~Iini:;tcr cotncs along 
with schPllH''~' like this i11Ydvjng th-~ exp~._•ndi
turc of &o n1uch money, he ~h(!Uld h·1vc Jnore 
ma~PriaJ at his dis1)osal tlFlll he ha.:;, gi\ ·n us 
on thi,s occ;'t:::,ioll. \Yhat. have we iu tht~ WU'' 
of reports? · 

The S!"i~RL.r.\=·:y FOR R.AlLv.·.\YS: The re1wrt of 
the Public \Yorks Comn1issiun. 

:\k VO\YLES: \Yhich I Jo not count as 
n!c'.i."C than a snap of the fingTrs. 

The SEen: r.\RY FOR RAJL\VA"I. : The n:r·)l"ts 
of the hydraulic engineers. 

::Vlr. \TO\YLES: Ycs
1 

and th ·n have 
exhausted the reports of your llo\v 
are v;e to CUlllO to an il>t.elligellt c::...nc1usion 
on the~,(~ nul..i"t"cl's \vhcn we have the very 
hL•ac];.~ of th.: dcpartrnr~lt• at vn.r1<:tnce '? I sHy 
i~ is nnt frri1· to us. All \• l' can ,<ay is that 
big irrigation schernt,., in orhl'r 
bui:Jlv Inore ,uitcd thnn thif' for 
irrig.,t1·ion, have not boen a ~U<, • ss. 

l\h·. IIARTLEY: Tory GoYcrnn1cuts ha:r_iled 
thuso. 

iiir. VO\YLES: It doe., uot nw· tcr who 
handled thctn. It is t.h'-~ practic:1l fanner vvho 
does the vvork, ancl, if he has 11ot bt>'n able 
io make a succ; ss of thcn1 in other ph:.<.::c:-;, is 
h0 likely to do it here, bea_ring in n1ind thrrt., 
ln view o£ thr he a vier cost of con trucJ ion in 
Queen .la nu than in ?\ ev. SDnth IV ales, hB 
will have a he:ayier bur.dcn to carr;'~a burden 
\Yhich in SOlllC Ca'::8S is alrrlOSt a crrpplcr? \\Te 
are told that in the case of the Inlcrman 
irrigation works the 'ettler ·,yill have to pay 
from £5 to £7 per acre for the privilege d 
having the water there. 

JUr. CoLLrxs: What is wrong with that? 

Mr. VOWLES: It juet h:tupens that the 
la .d in quc•.tion is suitable for sugar.cane 
growing, and will return a big price in con1-
parison ith land used for other crDps, and 
so may be able to bear that loading. Bnt 
th~ crops 'yhich are going to be grown in 
th1s area w1th which we are dealino· will not 
bring the price that cane will bt~ng, and, 
therdore, the future of the settlement is not 
acsurcd, as the hon. member thinks. 

Mr. HAHTLEY: How dD yDu know what 
crop..:. aro to be grO\Yn on the Da·wson area 't 

Mr. VOWLES: The only crop we have 
heard of is cotton. 

;)Ir. HARTLEY: That is ono of the least of 
them. 

~1r. ·vo\YLES: Is sugar-cano going to be 
grO"\VD? 

Jliir .. HARTLEY: It v:il! pmbably be DllO of 
the Lnggest \Yheat areas in Australia. 

Mr. VO\Y~ES : That is not going to bri11g 
the same pnco as tSUgar, and therefore I say 
that t_he ~argin of cost, jf it is going to be 
anythmg !Jke the Inkerman scheme, will be 
such that the prouucers ill not be able to 
bear it and make their land pay. 

. Mr. BRE:\TXAN ('l'oou:oorn ba) : I think it 
1' very unfortunate that wo should helve the 
ieader of thC' Opposition rnakin(l' reflections 
Dn public officers. He said that we should 
not !ake any notice of any report of the 
Pub!Jc \Yorks Commission. 

l\1r. ·vowLES: I did not sav anvthino- of tho 
kinD. u ~ 0 

Mr. BRE?\N~'l.N: He said he wou!u m,t 
trust it. 

[M1·. V mules. 

Mr. YO\VLES: I rise to a point Df order. 
ThtJ ho11. n1embPr is deliberately misinterpret
ing what I said. 

The CliAIR::'.L\.N: I hope the hon. mem
ber for Toowomnba V<'ill ac- ept tho denial of 
the leader d the OppDeition. 

;\1r. BREXNAN: Ho said he would not 
take any IJotice of it; he would not trust it. 

The CIIAIRl\1AN: The hon. member must, 
in accordance with parlia.mentary practice, 
uccept the denial of the leader of the Oppo· 
sition. 

Mr. BRE~-J?\A="i": I did not say it, but I 
do accept his uenial, if he cays I Hid it. 

:Mr. CoLLINS: The hon. member said he 
would 1 ot take that much notice of it, and 
snapped his ilngers. 

Mr. BRE:'-JN_\N: The hon. member said 
the'; Jid 1wt count. Ho c~icl he did not trust 
the~ Public \York-:; Conunir:sior:.. I know an 
in;.;ta _{ ~ i~. here tho Public VY orks Cmn1nission 
,Qid good y;ork for t.he soldiers. They sut and 
heard a lDt of evidence about the proposed 
line Irorn A1njens to St.anthorpe, and A.n1iens 
to Cotton ·vale. The Corruni:.sion recom
mended the Cotton Vale liue, although great 
ic1fluence was brought to bear to get them 
to l'ccon1.1nend Stanthorp-e. 

Ivlr. BEBBINGTON: ·what influence? 

Mr. BRE:"f?\_\.:\1: The influence was thoro 
-v<'utod interests-they arc ah\ ays there. I 
suppose that is wby the hon. member is loDk· 
ing ~:::> happy. That railway was built frorn 
Amiens to Cotton Vale, and it is a tribute to 
the Public ·works Commission that in a 
matter on a small scale they did the best 
thing for the soldiers and. got them reduced 
rate!) to Brisbane. Great Hlfiuence \Vas used 
tD got the line from Amiecs tfl Stanthoq1c, 
and ar;ainst that influencn the Public \Narks 
Commission protected them. The lender nf 
the Oppo·,itlon kno\VS nothin•:r about this 
qnestio11. If he had wanted to know any
thine· about the railwav, he would havn re cl 
the ~~port of the Pubiic \Yorks Commission. 

Mr. YowLES: I have. 

:Yir. DRENNAX: If he had, he would have 
seen what his colleague, the hon. member 
for Murilla. said in answer to the hon. mem· 
ber for Bowon-

" You havo not been over the propc':'lrd 
roHtc fron1 Baralaba to Castle Creek?
Xo. 

"You have so1no knovv1cdge of irriga
tion ?-Yes. I ,,,as connected with tln:·ee 
water tru,sts in VictDria bPfo1:c .I f'.u::;e 
to QuecnsPnd. I \Vas u Co1nn1u> :on cr. 

H0ro is the opinion of an expert-the hon. 
mcmh0r for l\Iurilla. (Laughter.) He was a 
Co1nn1i, .. sionor of Irrigation in Victoria. 

1Ir. BEBBlXGTON: Com1ni:= ·lioncrs often are 
not experts. 

!vir. DREN:"TAN: The next question is-
" Are you in favour of the proposed 

irrigation scheme?-Yes. I ha vo looked 
it over very carefully and read the 
reports and all other informatiDn I could 
get. I haYe aJ,o seen the country that 
is likely to be subn1crg0d p(~r1nanently, 
and I intenio"<'ied the suryeyor·, on the 
spot. n,-,d I think it is one ,;f th" fmest 
schemes that could pos .ibly be brought 
intG e .. Ti"tencc. 

" You haye no objection to the rail
wa.r ?--?-~o. I favour it, and I say that, 
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no matter what Government may be in 
power, it is their duty tD go on with it 
as quickly as possible." 

Those are wise '"'"ords from a gentleman who 
is not ah ays wise. He is an expert on these 
matters. He has been over the country; he 
knows it. 'I'he loader of the Opposition says 
that he has not been there. The hon. mem
ber for Drayton opposes the line. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Because I have been 
there. · 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for 
Murilla is a judge of land. Before he said 
so, the Public \Vorks Commission said that 
they believed it was all right. The Premier 
said so. The Government's policy was td 
inve·tigate. We believe that it is a good 
thing. 

We have heard about the Willowburn con
struction works in Toowoomba. Those works 
were started by a Labour Government. Hon. 
members who have been representing 'roo
woomba and East Toowoomba for so long 
had not any considerable amount of money 
spent in those places. The Drayton deviation 
"as a fJOlitical stunt for fifteen years. First 
Df all It was suggested that it should be 
constructed. 

Mr.- BEBBINGTOX : I got it the first year I 
was In. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The Hon. James Tolmie 
was returned to five successive Parliaments 
on the strength of the twomisc that the 
Dra.yton deviation "ould develop. That is 
all that has been done in Toowoomba. The 
\Villowburn construction works were started 
before the election, and before next election 
I hope that they will be completed. In any 
case, it would be bad policy for the Govern
ment to spend monev that would not be 
reproductive. I bclie\-e. and the pcopln of 
Toowoomba appl"eciate the fact. that the 
Dawson Valley i, the greatest scheme that 
has ever been inaugurated in Queensland or 
in Australia. It is far greater than the 
BurnnJu-ck schcn1e. ~Ju::-;t fauc~~-, under thi::: 
Dawwn scheme there will be damm<d up two 
and a-half bnle: as much 1vatcr a there is 
in Sydney Harbour! If vou told the 
hon. member for Pitt··worth that he would 
not he able to appreciate it; h~ would be 
able 10 appreciate more the capacity of a 
scent ·Jottlc. \Ve ha vc no support from the 
other side. for this scheme. 'I'hey support 
the spmdmg of money in other directions., 
Yesterday, the leader of the Nationalist 
party in the Commonwealth-the Prime 
Minister-said, "You can have two con
;ingents from Australia; you can have what
nor you want; it will be 'a good thing. Go 
on with the war in the Near East and we 
will be returned to power." Th~t is the 
policy of the other side ; they will find money 
for de<truction-for another bloodv holocaust 
-tlat is th<;ir policy. 'I'hcy do not favour a 
scheme like this for settling people on the 
lano; they "ant to settle the people over at 
Gal\>poli ~gain-they want more contingents. 
It IS caswr for them to p;et rid of the 
uncm~loyed by slaughtering them in another 
wild e'capade of. war than by settling people 
on th• land w1th a scheme such as the 
Burnct; or the Dawson Valley scheme. Our 
ambitim is to see everv person in employ
ment. rho Gnvf-'J'llWf't1t IT'~ cp+ f(n· t-bp 
developnent of this fair State. We under
stand tlat by this land settlement "<' arc 
going to settle something like 5.000 families 
b:: meam of inigation. The leader of the 
tOppositio< said that, if we build this line, 

ic wiil take years before it 'Nill become repro
ductive. \Vhat has he to say about the 
Rockhampton to Cairns Railway, or the 
Bow en Coalfields Railway? This Government 
have gone in for a big, bold policy in such 
a way as to bring about the settlement of 
people. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: Bring about bankruptcy. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member can 
call it that if he likes. The war cost Aus
tralia £400,000.000. That is a mere baga
telle. K ow that we propose to 1"Pend 
£1,500,000 to settle 5,000 people, they all 
squeal, and say, " Don't settle them so that 
thev can live on the land, but spend 
£400,000,000 and put them under the earth." 
If. is easiel' to get rid of the unemployed by 
slaughtering them in a great war than by 
developing the country. 

\Ve must handle the unemployed question. 
1J nquestiona bly, we are trying to do it to 
the best of our ability. 'rhis scheme is going 
to solve the unemployed problem to a large 
extent. Because we arc doing that. our 
opponents are opposing us-unnecessarily so 
because they have no ideas. <Lnd arc bereft 
o~ any schemes for the benefit of Queensland. 
~vhen we have to sit night after night listen
mg _to th~m _stonewalling our most pro: 
grcss1ve legislation and we have to reply to 
such nonsense. the electors of Queensland 
should know about it. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Bowen): I would not have 
spoken upon this railv, ay proposal but for 
the fart of its boi11g linked up \\·ith th'e 
proposed big irrigation schmne. I an1 satisfied 
that, unks the Opj>ositioa develop more 
vision than they have de.-eloped during the 
past seven ycar5, there is a prospect of their 
remaining in opposition for another seven 
years. After all, people who cannot see 
beyond their own backyards-people who 
cannot grasp the bigness of this State and 
the big projects which are put forward' hom 
time to time by this Government-are not 
fit to govern this State, a11d are not likely to 
be returned by the people to govern it. 
yYhat is really wrong with the Government 
IS that in their ranks are men with big 
minds who see things from a broad point of 
vie"·-not from a narrow, parochial point of 
view-men who sock to develop this State, 
and take as their guide what has been done 
in other ('Ountrics. 

The Public \Yorks Commis·,ion did not 
?aY. that this railway \voulcl pay without the 
llT1~-ation ~chcme. be' au:-c' the..,_- knc·tv full 
,,-ell that the ro.ilway pr0pc.;Ql mu ·t bo li,;';c·d 
up ldth the irrigation ;3cht:n1e. It is necc s•rv 

to build this milmty to de'
[8 p.m.] velop that scheme. \Ve all know 

that the Uui~cd Statc:J lPve 
deYelop0d largel:v through irrigation. If you 
\Yant to see intensiY8 cultiYation ru:d clc e 
settlement, you have to go to the irrigated 

of the -c'nited Stat -;; to see ]t. I 
in n1intl the ti1nc when BrightEn 

y·ounp: pionrr·rcd the SnJ~ Lok0 district. 
(Oppo~ltion laught->r.) ITon. nwrnbcrs on 
tbe ot11er side n1ay laugh. but Brir;duun 
Youn,..,_. 1s one of the rc•;1tp:-;t men t1u:lt th0 
Cul1Hl Si have nro.dnerr-1. f-In \Y(l"" one 
of the p1onccr of ii,rigatiD_; in 'Pnitcd 

).ll hi~tor!ans of 1~11iL~ l 
that. di.-tricl ro:cncl 

one of 
t1C"l. Fri 'nds of 

pZ! rt of the 
nnc of the rr o •antjful 'c!tie~ 
world-n1ade lF:antiful bcc'lV~G 

JlJr. Col/ins.] 
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of the fact that the people set out to rnako 
the soil produce that which it \Yould not pro
duce without irrigation. The lc•ader of tho 
Oppo.~ition wont out of h15 way to drag in 
the Inkcrn1an irrigatio:1 f'chcnle. The hon. 
member for Drayton is coutinnally raising 
the que~tion of the Inkcnnan irrigation 
scheme iu this House, but he does not know 
\Yhe: her it is going to be a suu·r :::s or a 
failure. 

:'vlr. DEBB!liGTOI'i: It is a Lurden upon the 
taxpayers. 

Mr. ··coLLI:\"S: I have a letter which I 
am prepared to lot anyo:cc soe. It i· dated 
12th Sc•ptorn her, and was sent from Home 
Hill. It states-

" T1w country up here is beginning to 
get dry, and a good thnndcrstornl \Yould 
freshen things up \Yondorfully. Am busy 
orecding fluming; have UcL•n irrigating 
frorn the sche1ne's \Vork-s splendidly; no 
trouble. You will be pleaocd to hear--I 
believe it is quite true--that the block of 
land clow to where th;, concrete pipe 
works v ere to the left of the mill has 
Loon sold for £30 an acre, unimproved." 

Mr. J. H. C. ItoBERTS: \Yill the haiL mem
ber rut that letter on thG talJlo "? 

:Mr. COLLII\S: Of course, I will. (Letter 
laid on the table.} Does anvono for a 
mon;_cnt suggest that land -~"ou1d havO 
realieed £30 an acre unimprm 'd had it not 
been for the Inkern1an irrigation scherne 't 
Tho people rc,:ognise the valne that scheme 
will be when it is completed at tho end of 
the year. That has been . hown by the fact 
that land has been sold for £30 an acre 
unin1provcd . 

. Mr. BEBBIXGTON: And for £40 an acre out
side the irrigation area. 

Mr. COLLINS : The hon. member would 
not be able to buy some of the farms in the 
irrigation area for £50 an acre. He has only 
Lee!\ accustomed to wheat land; he !mows 
nothing about sugar-cane gro,ving. I havo 
seen in the " Bowen Independent " of 5th 
Septe1nber \Yhere 3~ acres \YCre expc·ctcd to 
cut 180 tons, on density returns realising £144 
an acre. That is what can be accomplidwd 
by irrigation. The hon. membor cannot get 
beyond wheat and potatoes antl the milking 
of a few cows. That is all vcrv well in its 
way. In connection with tho Da\vson Valley 
irrigatiou proposal, it is estimated that a 
n1an will only require 15. 2r', 25, or 30 acres. 
Tho hon. gentleman knows nothing about 
that sy~tcn1 of fanning. He has only beon 
accustomed to his 640 acr _s on the Darl
ing Dovvns. The 1nen on the irrigation arr',1S 
will be able to obtain a livelihood on 15 or 
20 ncrec. 

::Vlr. BEBBINGl'OX: vVhat IS going· to be 
grown? 

Mr. COLLI:\"S : All kinds of crops; all 
kinds of fruits. The hon. gPntleJnan has 
never thought of that np to the present time. 

1\/[r. I3EBBI~<GTO:\: \Yhcro will you get the 
nw.rkcts? 

:Mr. COL LI?\S: The """ kE·ts ,.-ill be hero. 
I-Icn. 111t:1nher::; oppo-.:ite ~ay ·:. e ha Ye no 
policy. \Yhat rolic~· hilve they got? Ono 
3pcakcr geb up ~~ -;d advoc ~ CL'rt ·ill things, 
and then v.·e IV. it p nnothor 
spcl.kt~r gd np ancl ~-·hat the 
cth"':' has f'Uid. Tbat app\1c L.OrP especially 
to L"'"'P Country part_\'. 1-Ion. 1ttcm1~ers oppo
sit~ '·.a'- that we have ro po1icy with regard 

L..'11r. Collins. 

to settling the Burnett lands. Tho people 
who \>:ant land are alrcadv in the Cmnmon
\H olth. Do vou think the tJeople in the State 
of Victoria ,"Vi!! bo paying £3 to £4 an acre 
in rent to a private landlord, as some of them 
arc doing, when they kno\v that under our 
porpct~ull leasG systen\ they :;;~n take up our 
S]1!cnd1d Burnctt lana"' at !2 per cC'nt, on 
the capital value, and thoy can take up our 
Dawson Valley land when wo get the scheme 
in fuJl s1sing '? I arn surprised at hon. mf'nt
bcrs oppo.'ite belittling their own State. 
The lc"d' r of the Opposition pointe~l out 
that we have a lot of money invested in_ <;mr 
railwa\S on which we are not reallsmg 
int •res.t. Does he not know that quite 
recentlv we linked un MackaY V\ ith Rock
hamnt~n? Does he n~t know that the Bowon 
roa1fwld line h8,-, been con1pletcd, and \Vlll 

Le earn in er from no-;v on'? Does he not .kno\"\ 
that withi11 t~"·elve 1nonths the lino bctv;ecn 
l\Iarkav and Proser1)ine tYill be completed, 
nnd ,vi11 also be car~ing? Does ho not. kn~w 
rhat the other lines being constructed m tne 
K orth \vill be earning in a . ye':r or 1 so? 
Does h~ sav that \\'O "'houlc1 stand shll c:UlLt not 
go on bnil·fling any more raih"a.vs to develop 
ilw Stat0? I hope the people of Queousland 
'.Yill rc-alise that there i~ a pnrty opposite 
with no policy--no i.dcns-and ~~ broad 
vi·-.ion to enable them to develop tms State. 
I muot admit that the radical portion-;-God 
knvws th~--.v are conservative enough-f11ttlng 
on the back cross benches know where they 
are going, but the Country party do not _seem 
to bio .,-where> thc•y are going. I am sat1~fied 
that they have no vision. and are !lot ht ,to 
r;overn Qurcncland, an_d I am '·.atlsfied tne 
people of Queensland will keep them In OPJ~O
sition for the next seven years. (Govern
lll'nt laughter.} 

Mr. G. P. BARXES (Warll'ick): T_ak!ns: 
the Dawson Yalley schema and the buildmg 
of this rail way together, we have presented 
to us a very attractive p~·oposal, ':n~, there
fore I a.m inclined to thmk that It Is not a 
matter of lack of vision with ~on. members 
opposite,_ but a !"·'_ttcr of havmg to? much 
vision· 111 fact 1t 1s a 1natter of vision and 
nothin'g else. 'It is all ver,y. well to have 
vision and talk about somotnmg br':'ad, but 
wo find that, with all the great vwon on 
tho part of the hon. member for Bo;yen, he 
has his limitations in that he ~uggests only 
that the people of Austrah~ Will be able to 
find home3 on 20 acres or oO acres of land. 
Where is the broadness of vision when we 
have a land here with about 750,000 people 
which is capable of holdmg a great many 
millions? The vision of the hon. membar 
for Bowen is limited to thinking that we 
shall be able to gathci· together from ohe 
various parts of Australia JUSt about eno:1gh 
people to sett!•• on this groat Dav.-son Vdley 
·~>C:hmne. JUy ideas arc very rnur~ b'gger 
than that, and I believe wo an; fallmg very 
mnch below what \Ye should a1m at. It IS 
not a matter of finding land for th' few 
people who are in Australia, but \Ye ;hould 
bend Dnt energic~ and our intclii1C!lCO to 
bringing people from abrc"'d. to settle on 
our lands. But they arc not likely io come, 
lwcanse tho Gov0rnrnent aro not prc_)arcd to· 
giYe 11; n1an a plc~'c of 1t~nd ~hat l~~ -i·an 
call his O\vn. It IS an utter Imyossihi,Ity 
e\-el" to people the land, of thi, country 
unlc•ss the Government alter their ideas of 
lnnd tcuur0. For n1ore than sevon ~H- 1rs tho 
Governrncnt have been in office. ~nd \vhat 
·ett!cment has taken place chnniT that 
period? Practicclly none. Tloy tell us. 
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a wonderful vision-that cotton is 
to be grown in large areas. They 

that to be so, but what are they 
to bring it about 9 We have been told 

railways were to be built here and 
and elsewhere, and that the land was 

settled; but what have they done? The 
very thing that the soldier has been fighting 
for-that he might possess a bit of land of 
his own-is denied to him. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is not right. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: We are not going 

to succeed in bringing people to the Dawson 
Valley until we alter our ideas of land 
settlement. We mllilt do away with the idea 
of leasehold, whether the land is taken up 
in 20-acre blocks or in 1,280-acre blocks. 
The people want that land as freehold-of 
course we have no right to give any con
sideration whatever to alienating land in 
large areas. I want to draw attention to the 
burden we are going to put on the people. 
If the Government came down with their full 
proposal as to how they are going to settle 
this land, the House would support them; 
but, when they come down and ask the 
House to pass a railwtty in order to serve a 
certain irrigation scheme which will take 
ten or twelve years to build, it is an unfair 
proposition, especially when we find, accord
ing to the report of the Commissioner for 
Railways, that the revenne he expects is 
£7,000 a year from running two trains a 
week, and the expenditure is estimated at 
£6,400. What does that mean? If you get 
the money at 5~ per cent., there will be a 
further charge on our revenue of from 
£20,000 to £21,000. If the scheme were 
mapped out, as it should be mapped out 
from beginning to end, then it presents one 
of the most attractive schemes that has been 
presented to us; but this Government will 
never carry out a scheme of that kind. No 
settlement has taken place, nor is it lik!)ly 
to take place. We should consolidate settle
ment everywhere we can. I am glad to 
hear, as the hon. member for Bowen said, 
that a certain linking up is being done, and 
that certain railways that are not now 
earning will be earning, and relief will come 
in that direction. Let us link up in every 
way we can. 

We have been talking about the Mount 
Edwards Railway-a dead end there-which 
can never realise what we expected until a 
connection is ma·de between Maryvale and 
Mount Edwards. I was speaking only a few 
days ago to an agent in Toowoomba, and 
the cry is, " It is no use selling sheep 
because you cannot get trucks for them." If 
we link up our railways, we can use them 
to the very best advantage. If we could 
save the 60 miles between here and Warwick, 
the trucks of the Railway Department would 
be made available very much more readily. 
So in other directions by linking up we couJ.d 
make our railways pay. VIe want to. give 
our fullest and best attention to the railways 
we have, and to consolidate settlement in 
every direction. This Dawson Valley scheme 
is a very fine thing, but we have been talking 
about these things for no end of time. 
. Mr. HARTLEY: You people have been ta!k
mg about them·; but we are doing them. 

Mr. P. BARNES: on paper still; 
a vision still. effect to it. 

at Mount 
straight 
on the 

it to 
Why 

not experiment there instead of experi
menting in this direction? As an hon. mem
ber said this afternoon, we are desperately 
afraid that this is largely a political move to 
put people in certain positions in order that 
they may exercise the franchise. When the 
Government come down with the complete 
scheme, I wili give it m'Y hearty support; 
but in the meantime, seeing that we have to 
judge things not by what they say but )Vhat 
they dD, we cannot support it. What they 
have done they have messed up to a very 
large extent. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): Hon. 
members on the other side wish to insinuate 
that members on this side of the Chamber 
are against irrigation. We are not in any 
shape or form opposed to irrigation; but 
hon. members will agree with me that the 
Secretary for Railways said very little, when 
moving the adoption of this railway, with 
regard to the success or otherwise of the 
irrigation scheme which it is proposed to 
carry out in eonjunction with this railway. 
He left it to the hon. member for Too
woomba and the hon. mem·ber for Bowen 
to talk about irrigation. There was one 
phase of the question which the Minister 
touched on. He said that this was going to 
be a bigger scheme than the irrigation 
scheme in Egypt. Surely the Minister is not 
going to compare the irrigation scheme of 
Egypt with the irrigation scheme which he 

to bring into being in the Dawson 
? Does he expect that the same 

success will result from irrigation 'here that 
they have had in Egypt? Surely the Minister 
will never ask hon. members to believe for 
a moment that, because irrigation has been 
so successful in Egypt, the same success is 
going to follow from irrigation here? 

I listened to the hon. member for Bowen 
in regard to the Inkerman irrigation scheme, 
which is a pet scheme of his, and I hope 
that he will not object to my trespassing 
upon his preserves to a certain extent. After 
all, the Inkerman scheme is only in the 
experimental stage. Its success is by no 
means assured. The hon. member for Bowen 
spoke about men down South who pai.cJ £3 
or £4 per acre rent to a landlord. It is going 
to be as bad as that in Queensland, but the 
landlord is going to be the Government. 
The Government get every pound of flesh 
they can put their hands on; and it is going 
to be the same with this proposed irrigation 
scheme. The hon. member for Bowen talks 
about the rack rents paid in Victoria to the 
landlords as being a crime against civilisa
tion. 

Mr. CoLLINS: So it is. 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I only hope 

that the unfortunate lfmdowners who are 
going to ·pay £5, £6, £7, or £8 an acre at 
Inkerman will be as well able to make their 
living as those men in Victoria are who are 
paying £5 or £6 an to a private land-
lord. When it come·s to hard facts, we 
are going to find they are not going to be 
able, under tihe Inkerman irrigation scheme, 
to pay the rates imposed by ths Government. 
The hon. member for Fitzroy mentioned 
amongst other things that they were going 
to grow wheat under the Dawson Valley 
irrigation scheme, and mentioned what they 
could make from 3 acre8 of wheat. Can 

imagine a man making a fortune on 
acres of irriga.tod wheat? 
Mr. HARTLEY : Can you imagine him being 

fcol enough to grow only 3 acres of wheat? 

Mr. J. H. C. Roberis.] 



1690 Baralaba to Castle [ASSEMBLY.] Greek Railway. 

C. ROBERTS : The hon. 
made a special point of 

could grow wheat. Even 
to grow 20 acres of wheat 

the men are going to 
the rates they will have to 

proposal. 

HAR'rLEY: What rate will they be 
to pay? 

.T. H. C. ROBERTS : That is just 
we have been trying to get out of the 

the whole afternoon, but we have 
got it. The Minister does not know 

he was a member of the Publi~ 
Commission which travelled round 

he s.hould surely have some 
. gentleman quoted t.he success 
m countries, which I do 

a fair comparison with 
"''"'"'·•n·n in Queensland. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why not? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Because there 
is not the supply in Queensland a,nd 
never wJll The hon. member for' Too-
woof;'J:;a .on .one occasion suggested that a 
sma" 1rngabon scheme should be started on 
Westbrook Creek. He even took the late 
I~on. T. ,J. RJ:an up to have a look at it. 
Tne wa.ter w,hlCh was there then has dis-

has been no water in that 
creek for three or four years. 

Mr. vY. COOPER: He meant to utilise the 
tears of the Opposition. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: After the next 
election he will be able to utilise the tears 
Dl the hon. member for Rosewood. (Laugh
ter.) The pDint I want to bring up is this: 
We hear hon. members opposite talking 
about VIGions. One of the visions which 
~hey have ha·d was the possibility of irri
gating a certain area of land on V/estbrook 
Creek. If they had asked the hon. member 
for Drayton about it, he would have told 
them that the irrigation of any portion of 
land along V{estbrook Creek wa.s impossible, 
beca.use nine months. out of twelve it is abso
lutely dry; yet that was one of the visions 
the hen. member for Toowoomba had. 
While some hon. members opposite have 
visions, there are many other hon. members 
opposite who have dreams, and bad ones at 
that. This proposal seems to to be one 
-of the awful dre.ams which are to have 
a very disastrous effect upon future 
generations of Queensland. Visions such as 
!his are expensive luxuries. It is all right 
If you ha,ve a vision and you are putting 
your own money into it, and it does not 
come off. It is all right so long as you lose 
your own money, but, it is not right when 
you have a vision and are going·to back it 
up with a big pile of Queensland's money 
and afterwards expect the unfortunate 

settled on the land to bear the 
and expect the average ta,xpayer to 

good what they cannot just in 
way as has happened connectjon 

settlements. If the 
cuu"'uc•reu the question of 

a success, I 
"; but how 

(Opposi-

C. ROBERTS: We have been 
told that Dawson Valley scheme is going 

[llir. J. H. C. Roberts. 

to be a success so. far as land settlement is 
~on?erne<1; Judgmg the Government on 
,heu pas, performances m regard to land 
settlement, they cannot effectively promote 
any . land settlement scheme. Take the 
s7ld1er ~ett1ern.ent sche~es on the Downs
tne Oec1l Plr,ms Soldiers' Settlement the 
Coominya Soldiers' Settlement thi 'BeQr
bl•rru.m Soldiers' Settlement ~nd others
all glorious successes accordin'g to the statis-

given by Ministers. Some of the rank 
file of the party opposite claim that 
settlements are a success. Not one of 
is a success; .and, when the facts 

arc realised, the people of Queensland are 
going to ask what the Government have 
done make land settlement a success. 
When Minister holds out to us that it 
is a thing to spend a huge sum of 
money on the particular scheme he is advo
cating to-night, it is time for hon. members 
to pause. As the hon. member for War
wide sa.id, there is the possibility of a very 
succe~sful irrigation scheme being carried 
out m the Mount Edwards area, and it 
would net cost anything like what it is pro
posed to spend on the Dawson Valley irri
gation scheme. The hon. member for Bowen 
told the Committee that the Public Works 
Commission did not recommend the railway 
becaus: they thought it would ·not pay. They 
knew It wou!d be a non-paying proposition, 
but they said It was necessary to enable 
them to have this irrigation scheme. I am 
gomg to ask the hon. member for Bowen if 
the Public Works Commission ascertained 
whether the irrigation scheme was "'oing to 
be a success. He himself has ackno",vledged 
~hat we are going to have one white elephant 
m the shape of the railway line which he 
said will not pay. ' 

Mr. HARTLEY: He did not say that. He 
said it would not pay by itself, without 
irrigation. 



Barala~a to l astle 

_q> Lhere nO''> h~' 1vp~ f :-; •
1
'\Yee:1s grovvin'""T 2 fec·t 

u·· (). la ,d l '1 \' 1l~ch .JW Gov:_~rnnlCEt have 
- ilt J.-3C~.OLu. £:SO.Ov0 in 
,:.wet ~ub, un puq1osc of 

{ . O\Yi .g ' ced~ ! S,;c.:r ..:Lury for Haih~:ays 
\\~L ;.:dn1it that as thu.L is 11ot 

lrobl.: fci· Q.E Govcrnnwut 
r..rc o1.:. .,._lfl'tll~" now y;hich have co_.t 

of fr_)in J::2.~·~J.0(. ·to £3,0GO.QO'J. 

~.lr. l-l.1.J-i1LEY: ought to be car(jful er 
YLU '.,ill l·a\-.; a "re. 

:vir .• T. }L C. UOBEHTS: v.·ith 
hon. li.._ombt>r for Fitzrov · hclS 

•::.1 ouL -:".·ith th r, hc,u. ~ for Lo\ven, 
a1 l ·,-,·ill l·:Jt sit alongside th -;.t hou. 

!11 

Yis!:)ll, \\-hC.!l it C0l11£'"

l11illions of 
srhcnH\ il1t.: 

""IOJJ a g"ti n. The 
po_inied ._ ou~. 1 ~h~Lt 
-Hl f."Ci·, rn::LICll:S 

ro r.ihr·v Jin'~:i, 
The (;oyr rn

alwa ~ t~1lked 
- J 

a oi cau::'iug 
l:trg;c e.~i ·. lL Lnok at the lar~e 
an~a:' of land \\·o right alon~:;::;ido the 
l'c.ilwa~· !in Cnfurrnnat-L'lY, a lor cf it, is 
~1:~: J:nJn\·. inff )t,~d 1 ,~th .. ~rlc\1y-l1::<t,r. The 
.Pl tiJ Istcr talk ~ l D bout the _ua W;:-o:n v aJpv 1and 
b..!ing v,·or_h fn•m ~0 ro £50 r_cr acre.~ It is 
a \"\OIH.Lr . hut h; Yi.~ion did inot nwkc hirn 
i1nagino th ~ price to he J2200 per acre. 
(Laughter.) Th. re are tho!._;"ands of acn r, of 
lan(l in ('·wen b nd to-da1.· \'vhich are becorrl
inr•· p ·-J!'~inf( h'd .. and b£-coJning pr~_ct:ical1y 
n H:"·~·l·>'.J a~:-· t to the St:1te. ~o I urge the 
~I inlstcr to on th:: <t·dvic:.- of the leader 

·Df thC' 
~.Ir. fi I.HTLLY : \rh~ t is a usele3s as.:Bt? 

)Jr .• J. II. HOBERTS: I strongly urge 
rhP hon. m :nr Fitzrov to haYe a Lwk 
·fl'· hirn .. elf in a mirror ani! tc'll n1o afterwards. 
(Laughter.) The S:'crctarv for Ha1lv:avs 
kr..ows perfl_-ctly \YPll tha ~ ·what I lHtve htatCd 
15 rLl [' b-i _:;ln' l' fart-that \YO have any 

a·nr:tu;_t Ot land _I_JJ 111ilc~ on Lach side 
)f th(' existing r cihr~.;-S vvaiting for clo:;cr 
-·ettlement. I could take the ~1iuisL:r out. to 
the Mitchell di,,trict and ,,how him thousands 
,of acr,es of excellent land, re'tdy for the 
plough, which arc a\\-aiting settlement. It is 
land that will grow cotton, \Yheat, or maize, 
and on \Vhich dajrying ra11 be carried out 
SL\Ccossfully. Yet nothing is done to make that 
1and available for settlerncnt. 

'rhe GoYernment prefer to spend an 
,en0rmous sun1 of 1non v on the extension of 
this railwav lino. Cocn;tr · nlelnbcrs on both 
si,]< , of the House lmm;, that, when they 
tcquire certain -..vodc to be done to the rail~ 
\\ u ·- .:1 in their r-lPrt-orc~+Ps, thev arc ahvays 
tol~l that th~ country lin~ "• ar~' not paying. 
I do not knov{ if a pn:fcn::-nce i3 sho;. n to 
country n1P1nbu _ on the GoYC'lTtl11Cn si·de, 
although I ·do not think that ·~he pn -.:nt 
Secretary for llai]·ways would show a prefer~ 
encc to all.' hou. Htcl.:Jber in r?gard to the 
needs of his elector 'tc. I know that, when 
\Ye ask for certain improvcn1cnts 1 v:o arc told 
'hat our li nee- sho-,- a loss of £9.000 or 
£10,000, and \Ye cannot get the ren1oc~ lling 
of the raihvay station or the new loading 
bank that ~Ye a k for. Yet \Ye propose to go 
u~1 with a E_herlle of thi3 kind. The GoYel'n~ 

vvoultl Lo ,, eH adviH1d if thev withdrew 
raih, ny proposal for th2 tirno ·being, and 

us se0 how the Inkonnan schcn1e gets on. 

Creek Ruiiaay. lG9l 

The Inkcrrnan schc1ne is a big scheme, and so 
i, the J\louut Ed wards schc1ne. Let u, see 
hov; \Y 011 with the I'lount Edwards 
:-;··hcrae \i c go on \' ith any n1oru irri-
ga: i.un s\ ~l 'lll \\ lwn \'.'0 LiLk of our uon-

l ine, in th cou11trv it ~hould 
to h;,ii.at•-~. -I ur~co:mn1end 

o ,,-i~hdra\v this 1-ropo:-:.Jl, and 
conC•"ntrattJ ~1 the lllk 1.Jl'lnan and J\lount 
Edwards irrigatic n ·:clF~Inv If l1c' can proYO 
th ·t. tlJ ;· cLn iJe carried 011 011 a p2.ying basis, 

., ali, •d -, ith fur~h 'r sr:hen1es. 
oi money 'vas 
Th, 1Ii ni:cter 

\ 1,-c• know that a 
,,-en-::: there fir__)t 
clothe_ on their 

a certain period 
there. The 
.l, and then 

c.'tcut. The 
~ n Queensland 

tl·" "·; -d of eyerv 
1.~ 1;;~·.~1ber in thrs 

, ion to the 
,:_,ful irri~ 

Bu i~ ~'5 un,\·iso 
SPPnd _t ~£ r~,tJ sun1 of 
~il1r'aJ 11-. o.uso they 

, n: b(1 , The hon. 
this would 

=\:l·. COLLIX Quote DH' COl r l~-. .I said 
it ., ould tk nol! prr::1Lg v.'ithout irrigation. 

:i,lr. J, H. C. ROBERTS: The loon. I_llem
b•cr --~id thot the line would be non·paymg
ot eourse rhat does not matter to th!' hon. 
n;crnber for Bowen. Afterwards he ~ai? that 
the only thing that would. conve~t It mto a 
paying line v, on ld b~ the Irngatwn scheme. 
Suppose the irrigation sch0me tu:ns out to 
bo a failure-and, after all, there. IS no great 
a.monnt of certainty that it is go1n_g to be a. 
success-what then? It may possibly be a 
sc,ccoss, and it may enable t~e settlers who 
go there to eke out an GXI>tel!Ce ;. but .I 
bcl]r:ye 1 hat hon. n1ernbers opposite In th~Ir 
pr ,,;: _,nt [rarne of mind. in ~ccordance w1th 
their ideals, want to see the man .on the 
1 and getting more than a mere existence. 
The'; want to soo men on the land ~ble to 
mak'e a good living and get a fair pnce for 
their produce all the year round ; yet :rot 
ono man over there has made any sngf(est!on 
or given a,ny consideration to the distnbnt!on 
of the stuff it is proposed to grow, supposmg 
that in the next ten years we increase our 
production by 100 per cent. If in five years 
we could grow twice the amount of wheat, 
twic:. the arn(~unt of foocl tt:ffs :ha~.-~~,,~ ,an; 
:l'CWlng 110\;Y) 110\V ar2 r c golng Lo (j_l;,l),__J ,; 01. 

i~L? Snide> rn0n hD ,.P nettl'17l " g1n0 broke on 
some of these fruit farms, yet no attempt has 
been made to show us that the Government 
are seized with the absolute importa.nce and 
the urgency of finding mar~ets outs.tde Aus
tralia for our product. It IS es,cntial, even 
now if we are going to increase our produc
tion' b1· 100 ner cent. within ton years, as I 
hope 'we ar"c, that we should tackle the 
qncstion of distribution; and the sooner we 
do it the better for all concerned. \V e see 
the ru,ult of clelaymg action in regard to the 
spread of prickly-pear. From year. to yea.r 
wo heilr people say that the questiOn must 
be tackled. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. member will connect his remarks with 
the question before the Committee. 

J.1h. J. H. C. Robcrts.] 
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am just going 
to connect them in this way : \V e have heard 
for the last few years, from hon. members on 
the other side, of the absolute necessity of 
wiping out the middleman. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! There is 
nothing in the resolution about middlemen. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I accept your 
ruling, of course, Mr. Kirwan, but I want 
to say that the question of distribution is a 
very important matter in dealing with this 
irrigation scheme. lL is almost as important 
as the building of the railway, and con-I 
sequently I feel that I am quite within the 
scope of the resolution when I say that the 
Governm_ent should ~onsicler the question of 
dislrJbutwn; and m doiiw that I refer 
to their wcll~kno{vn antipafhv to;va.rdl"1 th{~ 
middleman, because I do not want to feel 
th.at the S~cretary for Railwa.'·s would reply 
without givmg us an assu ranee that it is 
the intention of the Government to assist the 
sale, through co-operative agencies, of all the 
produce from the irrigation area which this 
scheme is going to bring into existence. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) : I am not going 
to. allow the remarks of the hon. member for 
P~ttsworth to go out to the public at largo 
without reply. I am not going to allow him 
to put words into my mouth which I did not 
use. I said that the railway proposal would 
not be a paying proposition unless it was 
llnkc ~l up . with the irrigation 1vorks, a~ 
ment10_nod In the report of thP Public \Yorb 
Commission. The hon. member wanted to 
know what crops they wore going to grow 
on the Dawson irrigation area. Mr. Shaw, 
of the \Vater Supply Department who has 
had experience of irrigation work~ in other 
St!'tes ~nd is an authority on irrigation, gave 
this evidence before the Commission-

" What crops do you think would be 
grown on the irrigated areas in the Dav\'r
son Valley ?-I would fa\ c1Ul" tomotoc' 
o?ions, potatoes, vegetablc.s) lucerne: and 
c1trus and grape fruit.o::." 

It is just as well to mention that so that 
hon. members can recognise that it is not a 
wheat area l_lnder the irrigation proposal. I 
~now wheat ;s grown by irrigation, and there 
IS !and outside the proposed irrigation area 
whwh may be suitable for wheat. However, 
I rose. a second time to put the hon. member 
for Pittsworth right. 'I'he railway cannot 
b_e d~scussed in a proper manner unless we 
lmk It up with the irrigation proposals and 
all_ th_rough th<: Commission~s proceedings the 
pn?ci~al portwn of the evidence dealt with 
Irrigation. 

The hon. member for Drayton is very 
anxwus to _lo:ow. what is going to be the 
c?st of the ungatwn on the Inkerman irriga
twn area, so I propose to read letter 
addressed to me from the Treasury on 14th 
September, 1922-

" Sir,-'vVith reference to the letters 
dated 23cd ultimo and 4th instant 
addrc,,,ed to you by Mr. L. M. Osborne: 
.:::pcr·etnr~· of thf~ Inkcrn1: n JFo··1ner-; <1nd 
Graziers' Association, Limited and Mr 
:B'. J: Woods, Hon:e Hill, r~spectively: 
rel~thve to the rahng of farms in the 
Inkerman ir~igation area during the tem
porary v.:orkmg of t_he irrigation scheme, 
I am duectcd to mform you that the 
Tr~asurer has approved that the basis of 
ratmg be Ss. 4d. per ,acre per month on 
the area of land desired bv the farmer to 
be watered. It should ·be under,tood 
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that this payment is to operate during 
the period from the first watering until 
the scheme is handed over to the Board\ 
and is irrespective of the number of 
waterings. 

"The abovementioned is merely a 
nominal rate, and must not be taken as in 
any way restricting the Board in arrang
ing its policy of charges, after it has 
taken over control of the works. 

" Mr. Osborne is evidently under a 
misapprehension as regards the Inkerman 
Water Supply Board. The Board has 
not been dispensed with, but undier the 
constitution it does not assume control 
of the works until the latter are com
pleted and handed over. 

" Yours faithfully, 
"G. L. BEAL, 

"Under Secretary." 
The hon. member for Drayton is continually 
quoting £7 and £8 per acre. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES interjected. 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member, like 
the hon. member for Drayton, knows nothing 
about the value of sugar-cane lands. I quoted 
here this evening an unimproved value of 
£30 per acre. 

Mr. DEACON: Is it worth £100? 

Mr. COLLINS: No. The hon. member 
may be a very good wheat farmer, but he 
knows nothing about land under irrigation 
for sugar-cane. However, that is getting 
away from the question before the Com
mittee. It does not follow that under this 
Dawson Valley scheme it is croing to cost 
£5 an acre, but even to-day, ~lnder priYa.h;;) 
enb-~rprise, it is costing, so I an1 informed, 
up to £5 an acre to irrigate some of the 
lands on the Burdekin. -ver~; few 1ne:n in 
this Chan1ber know any-thing,,~ about irriga
tion. because three-fourths of che irrigation 
in Queensland is carried on between Bowen 
and Tol\·ns\·ille, and vvc \vhn rcplC30nt that 
part of Queensland claim that we know a. 
little about it and the rP.sulU obtained from 
it. That is tho n J.son \Vhv we are-at least 
I am-t'nthusiastic supporters of irrigation. 
I havo seen the crops grown by it ln the 
Bowen district. and I know from what I 
have quoted from 11-Ir. Shaw's e:videnc:' that 
the irrigation scheme on tlw Dawson Valley 
is going to be, a success in the long run. It 
may not be a sucr0"s iinmC'diatel~·. but in 
time it will be-most things require time-and 
irrigation is going to help build up this Stat0 
of Queensland. 

::.1r. BEBBII"GTON (TJrnyt0n): Whether
vH~ ngrt'e or di '·agree w1th tbpsc irrigation 
works. the one thing certain is that they are 
net going- to lighten the burden of t.he tax
payer, but aro voing to add tcJ his burdens 
for at kast another twentv vears. Th\· hen. 
IHCllJ[er fnr Do1ven adrni(s 'that the inh•n,::t 
on th0 nJJncv for lrri~ation work~ at I:nkPr
man alnn~ ·is £5 all acT0 at least. Tb.• 
1\1~ditor-General puts it at £7 an acre, ~o 
then' is a difference of £2 an acre. If ,,-e 
pnt it ut .£5 CJn acr(~. the 1nnd 1vil~ re(lnir~ 
to be wn th £~00 an acre tn pay It. TL1t 
c0· t dD :: not pr-c,viclf' ior ch::J.nnel-., and ever7,-
thing 0l•e on the l:·nd. I h~\·0 seen the 
lrrig·ation nrP·J s in \Ti"~ t 1ri T:w \Ya ter 
js c~f'~i.,-r,rer1 to the high( n·J-ion of th 1? 

land. and it tcko·. £10 n to con·,trw 
the concreto channels to cnrn· tho water. 
A ver~· bjg expcn~e i~ involved in gett~ng· 
w·atcr on the land. In the ~ngar-grow1ng:· 
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areas on our northern coa.st you can sco irri
gation pipes thrown aside. 'You might say 
that hundreds of thousands of pounds have 
been spent in irri~ation works. and thosd 
v;:orks discarded. Unly in ono ~eason out of 
three or four do \VG need irrigation \Yorks, so 
you havo to carry that au1ouut of n1oney over 
a period of thrE' ye <trs. If you have a 
drought every three yoars, and :_rou arc p~y
jn~ £5 an acre a y(>;1.r, there is an outlay 
of £15 per acre for the utilisation of irriga
tion for. perhn]". a couple of months. The 
fanners in thP South will have to pay ht avy 
·taxes to cnoblo the Dav. 'on Yallcv- to have 

to express n1y opinion of that opinion. These 
hon. members representing < ountry constitu
encies-this allegedly Country party-con
deinn a schc1rJe like this, v:hich is going to 
make available thousands of acrE·, of mag
nificent land, which is goinc;· to settl·P thou
sands of settlers. which is ioing to incrH:tse 
cnol'mously our \Yealth-production, an 1 which 
will have a vital influence on the pro11lcrns of 
the State. \Vhen hon. members cppose a 
motion of this charact<'r, I am real!~, puzzled 
and my,tificd to vscertain why the,: call 
themselves 11 Country party. 

"irrigatiDn. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YL\YS 
(Hon. J. Larcombo, Tlq1p l): J desire to 
1nako a few obseryations in r-eply to ono or 
two of the critieisms which have been levelle-d 
against this motion. I \vould like to start by 
referring to the references of the hon. mcln
ber for \Yarwick and the hon. t wmber for 
Pitts,yorth to 1nana2emcnt and misulanage
ment. Thev are a pretty partv on the oth('r 
side to talk about managcn!ent and mis
management afte!' their record in Queensland 
for fifty year·. Their mismanagement was of 
the wor•t character, and thPy ought for ever 
to close their mouths on th~t subject. 

J\lr. BEBBIKGTO:-i: You have \\'asted as much 
in seven years as \\'8 Vt asted in fifty years. 

The CH AIR:\IAX : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ye are not going to solve problem• b:,- this 
ridiculous excitemcnt-bv the hon. member 
rising in his place and defying the Standing 
Orders. \Ye neyer hear hen. members oppo
site lecturing on the sol:.r eclip,e, on the 
Einstein theory of rdatiYity, on the quadra
ture of the circle, or such subject•. Yet 
they talk about management and mismanage
ment ! The se\·en vears' rceord of this 
Administration is infi;,itcly more favourable 
than the record of hon. members opposite 
during the fifty years that they had control 
nf th0 Treasury benches. 

J\1r. SJZER: That is your opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It is the opinion of the elector. Time and 
again ,,-e haxc been r0turn0-d. Time and 
again \Ye have been told, "\Yait for the 
next election.': 'Vhen it con1cB, v. hat is tho 
Tcsult? ·we arc again rctunwd. 'rha.t \\'ili 
go on. and on, and on, and hon. n1cntbcrs 
opposite will be crying in the political wilder
ness for another forty years. I submitted 
this motion to-cla:' in a non-party spirit-in a 
spirit of moderation, of confidence, of 
optin1is1n. 

Mr. DEBDil\GTOX: And ignorance. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR R.UL \Y A YS: I 
\'i as astoni::;ht<1 the n ,,ult. Thi::- grPat 
nolicv Fhich was laid down on behalf of the 
GovC'vr'nment-this great \Vater conserYation 
nud irri~ation ·'·cheinc-has been l~n~ded. not 
{mlv b,,'the Government. but bv the special 
cori·cs1;ondcnt of the " Dai1,v :\Tail," b;.· tht? 
bc>n. m<'mber fat· Mm·il1>1, and bv the busi
nc,s men of Rockhampion and other p1aec-s 
in Queensland. Yet wo havo this hostile 
obstruction and this criticism from hon. 
n1cmbcrs opposite. 

i\lr. BEBBIXC.TOX: \\'hv don't von t"Jl the 
people that you an~ gOing to ~put fu1.·thar 
burdens up.)n tht ;n? 

The CIL\.IR:YLA=" : Order ! 

The P,BCREL\RY FOR RAIL\Y.\YS: 
One of thC.\ argument3 urged h:v the hon. rnc'n1-
ber for Aubign.v was, "\Y nit until \ve get 
the settler-.." The leader of the Opposition 
said, " YV a it and see; the time is not ripe; 
go slow." 

1\Ir. Yowr.Es :. Go slow with your wasting 
of n1·onc;v, I sa1d. 

The SBCRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That argument is urged against every propo
sition \YC submit-" Go dow; wait and see; 
the time is not rinc." 'Thct was what the 
Right Hon. Mr. Asquith said on the out
break of the \\'at·-" \Vait and ''"c." \Vhv 
wa, he supplanted b.v the Llo_vcl George 
Administration? BccausB of his ", .. ,·a it and 
see" policy. A "wait and see'' policy is 
not going to develop this great State; a 
" go-slow policy" in the matter of land 
settlement is not f!oing to pi arc' Qnr·,"n' land 
in its proper position in the. sphere of the 
~L\.ustralian nation. 

Mr. YowLES: I suppose wo should not 
speak at all? 

::\fr. YoWLES: It is only another £2.000.000! 

'l'he SECRET.-\RY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
will be spent over a good many years; and, 
as I have already pointed out. will be 
returned five-fold to the Gov,crnmcnt in the 
added value of these lands. \Vc are not going 
to spend £2,000,000 in one year; we arc g .1ing 
to spend mone~T on a scheme v>'hleh is pro
gr<'ssivc. \Ye are not going to wait until the 
\Yho1e scheme is complctpd bf'foro we make 
lancl ayailablc. 'Yhen the scheme is com
nlctcd to Baralaba Creek wo shall sPttle 
hundreds of :-cttl0rc. \Vhile we are continu
ing that great scheme we sha !I be getting 
re\-enue and providin'l' for the complete 
s~hcmc which I mentioned this afternoon. 
The hon. member for Aubignv ask,d, " \Vhere 
are the settlers con1ing fram? " ?h!oving 
round Qnccn~1and as Secretary for Railways 
I have con1c across ~~onng rnen anJ. \Ymnen, 
tho: t:ons and daughter~ of s0ttlors. who 
nsk whrre tlwy -will get tb• opportunity 
of tRking up land on ren.oonable terms-stro!1g, 
energetic .voun;.; men and , .. ,-o:ncn, posse~r.;Ing 
all the qualifications ncCPssary to ma1<:c them 
p:nod settlers n nd good citi/~e11~. 'Vhcn we 
Pnde!lVOUI' to make availahiP to those young 
Ouccmlnnders the lands n0cessarv to enable 
them to make a sue<"" of their liye, and 
to help the State, W<' have this ob,trudivo 
criticism continued from "bout half-past ;e 
this afternoon. I do not n1ind it in a scns0. 
Hon. nwmbors opposite ha vo a perfect right 
to exercise thei>· rip:hts in this Chc·mbn; but 
I cannot understnnd the nttitnd0 of the Onpo. 
sition on these big qu.C'Rtions r:f public poli.cy. 
It was the same w1th our rotton-o;rowmg 
scheme, with our Burnett and l'\ orth Coast 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members cpposite have a right to 
express their opinion, and I have the right 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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line cornpletion schen1c-thcrc was no sym
pathy, no a-:sistancc g·i,·cn to us; but all 
tho sugg·estions Qf p:ut~· politic d ach·antage 
\vero urged against l.lly~elf and aga:!.n ·t n1y 
colleague". 

11r. BEBBTNGTOX: Dt :'nuse :ToU bungled 
everything you ur.dertouk. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIUL\YS: 
Tlw hon. n1em 1ter for Dnn·ton is nothinu L1ut 
a political bungler. llc dught to kt 'P ":1uicL 
on a question like thl-· llc butt~ in oil 
{'VC'l'Y qu_eo,;tion sub1l1iU1 d to thi r n!llc•::_'. 
1-Ie ought to lTSCrY(' hi:::; r.._•nlarks 1'tLtcr 
and cheese-thu··c things to \\ h;ch he llas 
devoted hi life. \r c rE·c acbilg' 
the reporh of experts, a :d it i::; no good 
the hon. memhe1· to CJll those cxrcrts 
bunglers, Lccau.se tho arc rompch"liJC n101, 

who have devoted their Ji,-cs c·Gnscr-
vation and irrigation ar1d to pro1ll ns. 
Thev are well able to adYi~o the GoYurnmeut 
on a matt--r such as this. 

The critjcijm has been of a rcnulrkabh~ con
tradictory nature. The hon. 1ncmbc"r for 
:r\orrnanby, in whose clcctcnatc t.hi schcrno 
will be developed, suppurtecl it. Occ or two 
othe1s acted siruilnrlv. but the nwjority of 
hon. mmnbc,rs OIJPO~ite l1avo di~playcd a 
spirit of ho.,tilih- which, I hope, •vi!! not be 
curried to the point uf a Yotc. Tl](' hon. 
member for ·warwick spnk" about the ::'llonnt 
Ed,>ards scheme and the Yia B.c,da. He 
would spend £1,000,000 on building the Via 
Hccta. but. bc~ausc thi.., '~·hc',Le 1~: goinJ· to 
bo inaugul'ated i11 CcLtntl lancl he is 
g·oing to oppose it, dispura ·-.o , a:1rl o.ttack it. 

\Yhcre is the polic_y of dccclli.ral
[9 p.111.] i~a~·ion that hon. LlCinbers oppo-

sili; talk aho1.!t? :Hrn;-· can vou 
carry it out by baYing eYcrything cf'ntrali'sl•d 
in Southern Quc0nslar1d. Con irl.('ration 1nu~t 
be applied to Central Q,Lw(>n!-:hnd and to 
Northern Quccnslnncl. If it is right to advo
cote tho expenditure of £1,000.Gu0 on the> \~ia 
Rcch, surely the Central tli>trict has a right 
to a ·reasonable amouut of c·xpenditure on 
water conseryatlon anr1 irrigation? Th:_ 
argument.'" by hon. lTICn1hDri':l opposite an) 
illogical and contr-1.dictnry to r~ degree. It 1~ 
Sclid that \VC should '' ·.~·ait and ~~·c." "'\"\.,.alt 
nnd see" hoY\~ things d~~velop during the ;;ext 
two or three ye :ns ! The se heme will take 
0 ears to dovel~p. \Ye cannot materialise the 
schf'lTIG bv n1agic: it n:n~t be laid down and 
dcvelopecl degree by degree. \Yhon this 
scheme is developed it .,-ill eclipse all pre
vious efforts maJ.e to develop the Davo;;~·.an 
Valley country. 

Mr. G. P. Rm:-;n: Y>hcn the hon. gentle
man is eclipsed. 

The SECRETAB.Y FOR H\IL\VA\.R: 
The. hon. rncm!J, r for \Varwick will bo 
eclipsed long before I am cclinscd. I hayo 
not been in this {'h11mhcr so long as he has. 
hut I have been here a good while. The hon. 
gentleman is supposed- to bo a Chrictian 
gcntl0n1nn, bnt ho makos ~orne YCr"\ nnc:lri~
tian r('n1;trks. I do not vn1nt toL ''eo an'\·
one oelip.,ed in th2 prl',.onnJ sen::::e, becanso ·r 
thlnk it is YPrv painfnl. I 111r1v wish to ~PC' 
mcmbnr, ec}jpSed in a politic[d sen:"e. but 
not in a p·~rsonal f-.C'T!::<C". \Tarious ar;::;un1ents 
hav0 bo"0fl need th t choulcl not ha'.''' been u .. cd 
in the dobate ag-nin~t the adoption of this 
scheme. Tt has hee:1 argncd that we chould 
provide for a big immi_gration policy before 
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starting a \Vater conservation and irrigation. 
scheme. Is not this motion the commenco
nlcnt of that necessary i1nn1igration schen1e? 
\Ye ll1USt rn·oyido a se home, and, if V\·:_> i)l'O

vi.;::~e a na~-ural a'lsct and natural advaut:1gPs, 
pc-opie will flow here according to the natura; 
hnv that they go wbcr<J conditions are Lest. 
They will flow to Queensland from z ther 
States, where land is more highly priced 
than here, anc1 whete conditions aro not '"'J 

faYourahle, and theY will flow from the ot,her 
sido of the world \\:hen tho land is available 
and \Ve can accmn1nodate Gcttler;:;. A remarkw 
able--, argu?nent ha'l been used to tho r-ffcct 
that tlw Govel'nnH'nt are m~.king too n1uch 
lr~nd O.Y:tilabJc. -

Mr. CoRSER: There was no sugg·,- tion of 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. DlCJTibBr for Aubign:v said that wrs 
could not accoinmodate the 5ettlers. 

J'vlr. ::\Ioom:: ::-.Jo; I s>tid '"o should corn
pleb" one schCine first. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Ye will C(llTY on concurrent1v the building 
of the raihvav and also tlio construction 
of the irrigation sclicmc. For how n1any 
years has this question been debated in 
the Queensland Pariiament anrl nothing ha& 
been clone? \Ye ha\·e taken action. l-Ion. 
n1e1nbers oppo_-;.ite say there is too Inuch 
radlun1 in our policy. V An elc"ctric current is 
running rigbt through our public v:orkP 
policy, ancl th(·n hon. members oppo• .. itc say 
'' V'~- it and sec." 

?dr. Br:BBIXGTON: You arc not gr•ttlng any 
return for ~~our n1Dney. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The hon. g:•ntle1nan cannot buttress and sup
port his sfatcincnt. 

Mr. MooRE: \Vhat did the Commissioner 
for RaihYays say in his last report' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
r" can say "·hat the Con1mi~sio~1er said in his. 
spc<'ch to the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. ::\'IOOHE: What did he say in his L·et 
report' 

Th-~ SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He said amongst other things that for the· 
vear 1914-15 '' had thrct: cniplo~vecs pe1· mile 
~f railwa·. and in 1921-22 we had only 2.7L 
That is an indication of nwnagen1ent. Yet 
it has been urged aga;nst this propo al by 
the leader of the National party thr,t there is 
a railway deficiency. 

Mr. l\loORE: \Vhat did the Commissionc,r· 
sav about seUle1nent and railway conGtruc
tion? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members opposite say that their policy 
is that railways chould proccde settlement, 
and vh0n W< ath::·mpt to c.'lrr,p out such a 
policy we ha Ye hostile objection urged ag.-inst 
this proposal. 

Mr. MOORE : \Vhat did the Commis·joner 
say with regard to land settlcn1cnt? 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS: 
The Commissioner pointed out thot the 
reason for the existence of the po· ition the 
hon. member for 'Windsor referred to is 
bccJusc \VC have not increased freights and 
fares in proportion to our increase in \York
ing expenses. He shows that the gross 
revenue per employee is greater now than' 
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under the administration of the Government 
representing hou. members opposite, and 
that the number of employees per mile of 
railwav is less now than under that Adminis
tration. That is the test. It would be easy 
to make a profit out of the railways by 
increasing fares and freights. 

~.fr. EDwARDS: Xo. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We 

haYe not dohe that. It has been argued that 
a deficiency is an indication of misJnanage
ment. Tho number of men per mile of rail
wav and the gro~s revenue per employee is a 
goOd t0st as~ to ,vhether the railways are 
being sati5factorily and efficiently n1anagcd. 
I think that the argument U'"d by hon. mern· 
hers opposite-that we should make provision 
to ascertain where the settlers are, and that 
we should make provision to deYelop a bi.g 
immig'ration policy before startmg this 
scheme-is not sound or logical. This motwn 
is the verv preparation for the settlement 
of the lan'd by the sons and daughters of 
farmers in Queensland, and, when the land 
is made available by this grcctt water con· 
servation and irrigation proposal, immigrants 
will come here. Our late Governor, the late 
Sir \Villiam MacGregor, was a constant 
advocate of a ·water conservation and irriga
tion scheme in Queensland. It has been 
talked of by hon. members opposite; but, 
when action is attempted, we find the same 
old obstruction, the same resistance when a 
proposal is introduced into this Assembly. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: \Ve say that you are 
everlastingly changing your love. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILVi~AYS: 
The hon. member is wrong. Our love is 
constant and invariable in a political sense. 
\Vo are going straight on with the policy we 
promised when we were returned to power. 
\Ye are going on with the £ottlement of our 
sugar lands and our lands for th':' culti~a
tion of cotton, and our general pollcy wh10h 
ml<ans so much for the allied problems of land 
settlement, irrigation, and production. All 
those problems are interlaced, They are all 
indil'f<::tlY involved in this motion. It has 
been suggested in a Yery mean and loiV
spirited sense that this line is propost-d for 
part:· political purposof< It was said by 
En1erson-our remarks of others are a reflec
tion of our 0"'\ n characters. That could be 
applied appropriately to hon. members 
opposite. 

Mr. PETERSON : The Home Secretarv said 
in Rockhampton that the money wor~ld be 
used to ''sink" me. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
This lino has boon under consideration for 
years, and the hon. member for ?\ormanby 
knows that. 

i\lr. BRAND: It. has only been brought for
\Yard recently. 

Tb~ SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS: 
The hon. member knows that IS quite 
incorrect. If he reads the reports be will 
src vYhcrc survev work and necessary pre
liminary work 'has boon done time and 
aO'ain S.nd that work has been advanc:C!d suffi
d';,ntl~ to enable definite action to be now 
taken. The Rockhampton commercial and 
businf'-,3 n1cn during the last carni\-al 
brought out a special pa':'phlet boo':'ing this 
great scheme and showmg what It would 
mean to Central Queensland, to the whole of 
Queensland, and to the I,lation. But hon. 
members on the other side condemn any 
action of the Government for a purely party 
political advantage. 

Mr. PETETISO;.;: I hope you will get on with 
it as soon as po~, _-ible. 

Tho SECRETAEY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is Ilo doubt about that. This is a 
link in the inunigration schcrno. TLc ren1arks 
of ho!l. mon1hor.:; opposite along the lines I 
havt:: 1nentioncd seem to be a cloak for 
their o~--.'n action in showing partv politieal 
oppositic;n to this nwtion. rrh ~Y ar~ opposing 
thi·, mot1on in a party '<·'lirit and in order to 
~'arnoufiago their actio~r, they ~re accusing 
t!lC Gon:runrC'nt of party action in introducing 
t11c rnobon. 

::\11·. l3R.IND: The Home Secretary suggeoted 
it. 

Tho SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
do not kno•,v so ruuch about that. 

l\Ir. Eow "HDS: You cannot get awav frorn 
thJ argunrc~1t thnt it i--; a good tl1ing t~ fini2h 
thG pros 11t railways first. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We 
are finishing railv~ays. That is a variation of 
the general argument of hon. members oppo· 
sit~~ _The ~1o1~. 1 n_1cinber for l\ anango is not 
ob.1ecLJng stnugnL out to the scherno, but ho 
says the 1non~·y ought to be spent ~omcwhere 
ebc. 
. 1\fr. ED~'ARDS: I say it ought to be spent 
1n complct1ng the present ralhva~ ~;. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. n1c1nber for Bowcn pointed out what 
we are doing in that respect. \Ve have 
comuloted the line from Hockhampton to 
l\1ackay; we have corr1pletcd t:~c line from 
Bowc_n to the Bo~~Yon coalfwld; WL shall in a 
fortmght complete the line from Mount 
Edwards to Kalbar, and by the ond of the 
year we shall have the Murgon-Proston line 
completed. \Ve are. fast pu' hing on with 
other hnes to the pomt of completion. The 
present dead cap~tal inyo~t.od in our raihvays 
1s 1-:o greater under this Govornrncnt than it 
was under previous Governments. vVhat was 
tho great cause of the dead capital in Queens· 
land for some years? Why did we have to 
close down on the Murgon-Proston line < on 
the ?\ orth Coast line, and on other sche~es? 
Because of that fiendish, devilish bo,-cott to 
pre1ont us getting money overseas.' Hon. 
members opposite may attempt to deny their 
responsi~ility for that boycott, but they 
h~lped It, and the State suffcrc•d in conse
quen.cc o£ it, and the Railway Department in 
pa.rhcular. We had to close down on many 
schemes which we would have completed years 
ago but for that boycott. Generally spcaking, 
the high percentage of dead capital in con· 
ncction with our railv, ays was caused by the 
closing-down l?olicy which the money boycott 
led to; but smce we have been able to get 
money in the American market wo have· 
rN'Jmmcncod work in many places, we have< 
completed work in many places, and we are 
rapidly catching up with arrears of work. 

l:Hr. SrzER: Does that account for hanging 
up the work at the Ipswich Railway Station'? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
haYe pointed out time and again the rea,;on 
for the hold-up of th < various jobs. 

~v1r. SrzER: Silence on that point. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILVi'AYS: It 
is not silence. \Ve could go on indefinitely 
discuscing these matters. 

Mr. SIZER : You would not like to have to 
reply. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
would advi hon. membc·rs that there is a 
limit lo time, and I >nmt to get through my 
rernarks as quickly as possible. It is puz.ding 
for hun. n1c•tnbcrs on this side of the Ch:nnber 
to kuO\\ rc,dy •,. hat to do to please hon. 
rnemhfJrs opposite. If w·e have no actiYe 
polic," hon. lTICil:J.b"'rs opposite ho,vl; yet, if 
\YB con1~11enco a vigorous policy, hou. n1CE1-
bcrs opposite are miserable in their criticisrn, 
unci they attack the Government. It does 
not matter what we do, thP\ ·vill hate u; 
politically to the 0 cl of the chapter, but \\8 

r ro going on 'vith our poliry. \V c are not 
going to 1nould our policy to' suit hon. ll1Clll

bers opposite, because they would attack U:3 

for adopting any policy ·he were prcparc·cl to 
follow, oven tho•1f:"h it v1 21'0 suggested by th~' 
leadc'r of the Opposition. It h>ts bel'Il e:aid 
that we should look after prPcnt octtlcrs 
before proceeding to spend 1no~1l'y on ne\v 
schemes. 'We aro doing both. \V e arc loobng 
after present r·cttlPrs on the land ard we aro 
developing new sch?mf'"· R0fercnce has bPen 
made to advances to settler.". Tho prr" cnt 
Government, since they have been in ~pov'cr, 
havo advanced to sottl·ers in Queensland 
£1,750,000. That is a big sum compared to 
the sum that was advanced during a -corres~ 
ponding period by hon. rnPmbcrs opposite. If 
we look up the Lands Estimates and the 
Agriculture E!'tinuttes, ¥Vt~ find abundant 
procf that the Gov( rnmcnt ar·? not neglecting 
present settlers in order to carry out a policy 
such as \Ve aro developing at the pr(--:;cnt tnne. 
\:V e are running them side by side. 

Mr. EDWATIDS: You sent cut the Public 
'Yorks Uomrnission, and they havl! ap11rovod 
of quite a nun1ber of line's, and llO\V you 
suggest you arc going to build this li1w first. 

The SECRETARY FOR R),ILWAYS: 
Some scheme~ take a long tirne to deYclop, 
and the question of the rebttiv · degree of 
importance has to he considPrcd. \Vhcn the 
hon. member called on mo in regard to the 
Murgon-Proston line, did he Eot get a 
favourable reply? 

Mr. EDWARDS: Y?s. 
The SECRETARY FOR IU.ILWAYS: 

The hon. member got the work commenced, 
and ho was very ploa•·od with it at the time. 
Hon. members are always pleased if vve carry 
out their o'vn personal vi·ews. 

Mr. I3UAND: Don't you think it was your 
duty to complete that lino? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That is a different viewpoint aitogether. lion. 
members oppo~ite are quite prt 118red to 
oxpre-~s their personal appr-cciatiDn; bnt, y.;hen 
it comes to making a political point in thi~ 
Chm:nbcr, they are~ not rn·c'parc,d io givl' the 
ere clit they are prepared to give personally 
and individually. 

Reference was ma.Jf' by th0 hon. 1ncmbPr 
for Aubigny to the ::uitub~1]L~ cf the soil. 
I c1o not ,. ant to rofor in detail to the report 
of tho Public \Vorks Commi· ion. but the· 
hon. member for Aubigny will find on page 
4 of tho r0port the re nark; of Mr. Show. 
assi~tant hydraulic enf,ineer, and he will fi_~d 
there that Mr. S'haw points out that the soil 
i3 of exrellent quality, very satisfactory, a.nd 
much superior to similar soil in other parts 
of Australia. 

Mr. MooRE: I was not talking about quality, 
I was talking nbout the f!Uality of the soil for 
irrigation. Is it porous 'I 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
will quote some of the remarks of l\lr. Shaw 

[Hnn. J. Lwrcombe. 

on this question. I have frequently pointc cl 
out that hon. members .. oern to expect me to 
give all the evidence that has been given m 
the reports. I a•sume, when all the:w reports 
aro aYailahle, that they are read by hon. 
members and that it is superfluous for a 
:Ylinistor to give the detail. containc ,j in thc '8 

reports. Every point that has b.:cn raic .. "d 
is replied to in the reports of the Commis
o,ioncr for Railways, the Public ;).Vades Com
niission, or in that report which was sign(•d 
by the exports from tho Lo11tb Dcpartmeut. 
tho Hydraulic Engineer's Dqoart~<lent, and 
the Railway Department. Inter alia, Mr. 
Shav.,r says-

" As the contour survey of the irrigable 
area corrunandcd by gravitation has pro~ 
grossed, soil samples haYe been collected 
and submitted for analysis. Though the 
chemical constitu0nts dill\~1\ so1nG sa1nples 
being r1ore clE. . .:'CY than other;;;, and the 
colours arr not alike, the results cvidPnc,~ 
great ~irnilaritv. and a]] have been n1ost 
snti,,frwtorv. \Vh-,ro the per('entage of 
clay i8 ~o~~f.}what highPr, a largo propor
tion of coarse and mrdium sand insures 
an open tnxture, vrhich is confirmed b~, 
good capillarity." 

" lt is considered by the Agricultural 
Chemist to be most suitable for irriga· 
tion purposes, with abundance of mineral 
plant foods in readily available form." 

I tl1ink that that meets the point mentioned 
by the hon. member for Aubigny. The soil 
i; good for irriga.tion purposes. I will quote 
the rest of tho paragraph-

" In comparison with analyses of other 
Queenslond soils, and also of samples 
from irrigation settlements on the 
Murrnmbidgee and J\Iurray Rivers, the 
Dawson River land is easily first-first 
fo1~ ~Jilt content, humus, nitrogen, and 
phosphoric acid, and equal to the best 
of the others in lime and potash. The 
clav content is hig-her than in the 
Sot~tlwrn soils, bnt the presence of good 
qualities of coarse and medium sand 
ens11res an even texture, and a Eub
stratnm of gravel and sand provides 
underground drainage." 

Mr. MOORE: That is just whore the 
trouble is. Grav-el and sand are two of the 
worst things you could have in an irrigation 
area. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Do you speak from experience? 

Mr. l\100RE : Yes, from practical experi· 
en eo. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It is a peculiar position if hon. members 
oppc ;ite, who are laymen, are going to put 
their opinions a.gain,t that of an expert. 

J\ir. Moom: \Ve have practical experi· 
once in irrir:-ation. 

The SECRl·~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Th(' exn(_ rt" l:ave s-cientific training, nnd 
they absolute!>; disnroYe what the hon. 
member says. "Mr. Shaw says further-

" Chlorine is very low both in the 
soil and the water of the Dawson River, 
and there app0ars to be little danger 
from this source, which has proved a 
serious drfLwback to many irrigation 
settlement~." 

Tho evidence of Mr. Shaw indicates that the 
soil and conditions generally are n1oro satls~ 
factory in Queensland than in other States 
where irrigation is carried out sati,factorily. 
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They l1re building in the South for the future, 
nnd we arc building in Queensland for the 
future. \\' c are responsible to posterity. If 
\IVe ju~t legislate for the present generation, 

~hould richly ~deserve criticism later. 
\Ye are custodians for the future, and have 
to build in such a wa.y that land settlement 
and othc r schemes will be developed so that 
the State can receive the impetus in rela
tion to population and progre2s that its great 
"·ealth demands. Thoro arc several other 
points that have been mentioned in the 
debate, but I dose with the few remal'l<s 
tha.t I luLYc made. I am really unable to 
understand the hostility that is being shown 
to this policy of decentralisation~to this 
policy of wealth production, to this irriga
tion, immigration, and settlenwnt policy, to 
the different plu"es of policy which are 
embraced in this motion. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley): ::\Ir. Kirwan--

T.he CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member should have risen before the Min
ister replied. 

Mr. VowLES: Suppose he got up before 
and you did not catch his eye? 

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point 
out to the loader of the Opposition that I 
looked ronnel before I caJlc 1 upon the 
Mi_nister, and I did not notice anyone rise. 

Mr. NoTT: I waited to see if anybody got 
up. 

The CHAIRMAN : That is the recogni~ed 
rule. 

Ho~. W. }L BARNES (!Juiirnba): I do 
not nse to say that your ruling is abso
lutely wrong, Mr. Kirwan, but frequently 
during the Committee stage this practice 
ha, been allowed. Just a few evenings ago 
I spoke after t.he Minister had replied. I 
would ask you to look into the matter and 
sec whether the hon. member who rose is 
to be depri v<ed of the privilege of speaking 
on such an important subject. I submit 
that the hon. member for Stanlev was dis
tinctly within his rights in rising" to speak. 
He may, perhaps, have been wanting in 
thoughtfulness in not getting up before the 
Minister, but that fact of his not getting up 
is not sufficient reason whv he should be 
debarred from speaking, seeing that he rose 
before you put the question. I would ask 
your ruling on the matter. 

JYlr. VO\YLES (Dalby) : It has been the 
custom for the Minister to make several 
speeches during the course of a debate in 
Committee. If a Minister desires to depri vo 
members of their right to speak, all he has 
t0 do 1s to get up at anY time and that 
terminates the debate. " The' Standing 
Orders were never intended to operate in 
that direction. I have heard the Secretarv 
for Public \\'arks make three distinct speeche-s 
in Committee. Even to-day he made two 
distinct speeches during a debate in Com
mittee. If a Minister catches the Chair
man's eye, is that to debar e,·ery other 
member of his rights? Our Standing Orders 
state that every member is entitled to speak 
fot· twenty-five minutes. 

The CHAIRMA:'-i: Hon. members have 
not quoted any authority on the point of 
order. The usual practice, vyhen an objection 
is taken to a ruling by the SpC'aker or the 
Chainnan of Cornmittees, is to adduce sorno 
authority in support of the objection. On 
this particular matter. whilst I admit that 
there is no definite Standing Order, it is 
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stili the rccognisc'd rule of the House. If 
hon. n1cn1ber:, will JOg their n1ernoues, they 
will find that :' Ir. Speaker Arm,trong and 
tho prPSQnt Speaker ha,\ o given rulings to 
this effect. 

Mr. VowLES: Yes, in the House, but not 
in Con1n1ittce. 

The CHAlR;\IAN: Hon. members will 
recognise that this is practically liko a dis
cussion on a Bill. I do not wish to depriYe 
the> hon. member for Stanloy fro.n speak
i::;z. but I ould ask hon. members, in fair
ness to the j,linister, to fir:_ish tho discussion 
before t.he Minister replies, othonviso the 
discu"sion becomes interminable. I would 
like to point out that I waited before I 
called on the Minister~and I think the 
Minister waitod~to see if any hon. member 
rose to speak. It is hon. nrernbors' ovvn 
fault if they do not claim their right to 
speak. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K< P1Jel): I have no 
desire to deprive the hon. member for 
Stanley, who is one of the most courteous 
members, from speaking; but I would like 
to say that I purposely wa.itod for all hon. 
members to speak; and you, Mr. Chairman, 
as you state, would not have called upon me 
if an1' other hon. member had beea on his 
feet .. vYe cannot have one rule for hon. 
member, on this side and a different rule for 
hon. memoe1'5 opposite. I recollect that you 
called upon the Secretary for Agriculture to 
resume his seat some weeks back, and allowed 
other hon. members to speak before the 
:Minister was allowed to reply; no one was 
allowed to follow him. I arn out to ar~si~t 
the Oppooition in the protection of their 
right~. hut \r ~ ought to ~ick to one rule 
all round. 

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Nott. 

Mr. NOTT (Stanley) : On eeeing t!he 
Minister rise, I did not rise because I con
sidered that he would receive the preference. 
I would like to say a few words on this 
important matter of development and 
decentralisation. I consider that the building 
of railwavs and irrigation are two methods 
of land settlement which are greatly to be 
commendecl, as they will make for the 
development of the State and assist in bring
ing about decentmlisation. The question is 
whether we can afford to go in for this 
scheme in the present condition of the rail
way service and the financial condition of 
the State. The position now existing should 
make us very careful in regard to such a 
large expenditu.ce of loan money. The 
Secretary for Railways said something about 
thP Einstein theory and the eclipse of the 
sun, but I think the general public and 
most hon. members know that the Govern
ment, so far as financial muddle, 'inefficiency, 
and prodigious expenditure and extravagance 
are concerned, have eclipsed all other 
Governments up to the present time. The 
Se-cretary for RaiLYays 1nado son1e reference 
to the paucity of development owing to fifty 
years of 1nuddEng by previous Governn1ents. 

If member., of the Committee cast 
[9.30 p.m.] their minds back seven or eight 

years, they will see how Queens
land was dc·Yolopcd, especially in such dis
tricts as Cairns, IVIaryborough, Toowoomba, 
Townsville. Charters Towers, and other 
centres. They will understand that in fifty
flye years somewhere in the vicinity of 
£55,000,000 was spent in Queensland. During 

1J:l1·. Nott.] 
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the last seven or eight years £35,000,000 has 
been spent in Qubensland. I would like to 
know if we have received the same value for 
the money spent in the la •t seven or eight 
years that we received in the previous fifty 
years. 

Mr. COLLUIS: Yes. 

Mr. NOTT: We have not received any
thing like value for money expended in the 
last seven years as compared with the pre
vious period of fifty yearo. My chief objec
tion to epcnding a large aniount of money 
on now raihvays a.nd irrigation schemes is 
benmse we have so much unfinished, work. 
Look at the Treasur} Building·s in Brisbane. 
The:-· arc not completed yet. The new rail
,._ ay station at Ipswich will be an old railway 
station long before it is completed. TJ:e 
work at Mavno Junction and \Villowburn rs 
also inco1npletc, and thcr.J are n1any other 
GoYernmont work· all in a.n inco:nplcte state. 
Our system of railways in Queensland should 
be completed and linked up into a perfect 
system before new lines arc started. All the 
lines which are at dead ends should bo linked 
up. \\'e >"hall then have enough lam! for 
settlement to absorb auv ainoullt of innnigra
tion for the next four Or five years, provided 
the Gon:•rnmc!1t arc big enough t:) go ahead 
with a schen1c of sPttling irr1n1igrant.:; on the 
land. \Yith regard to bailding new rall"·a.
lince, I v;ould like to quote from the report 
of th,• Corrnni~sioncr for H.ailwavs. I-Ie says) 
on pagl' 15- V 

" From a natio:1al standpoint, and 
looking to the future, the opening up of 
the country for closer settlement by new 
railways is desirable, but from the stand
point of present railway management 
there e1.n be no doubt that the construc
tion of new lines has outpaccd the growth 
of the traffic." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ho recom
mended this line_ 

Mr. l'\OTT: That mav be: but I can 
rclnind the bCC'f(•tary fOr Raihnn7 s tlLtt 
various Corntnittces have rccomme;1ded a 
grcc:tt ntunhcr of railwav linos which were 
considered to be nere~f:;ar{ before this raihrav 
was brought in. Thc:y .~are raih\·ays hich 
could be constructed at considcrablv less 
expense and which would give a q"uicker 
money return. which in a State like ours 
would mc1n a grc lt deal. \Vc heard the 
SPcrctarv for Railways talk about the 
evidc'~ce" of Mr. Sha\Y," the expert, and his 
report on the qualit:~ of the soil. I mn su1:e 
the JY1injstcr. as vvell [l"'} rnernb0rs of this 
ConnnitteC'. h~as st'cn a great num.ber of 0.rrors 
in various cxpC'rt reports. I cnnnot do better 
than quotp the soldier scttlmncnts. The 
lxpcrts reported that the land \vas favour
able. but \YC have. a number of soldiero 
settle-d on areas on which thev find it almr;'t 
ln1po~·, iblo to raise one rom 1:1e"rcial crop. \Ye 
know th- clivcr"itv of ~oil that C'xist:, through
out Our0n:dand. · Ir1 so:rnc lands in the Rmna 
distl·i"ct they have "·heat and sheep laNl on 
which thcv could produce crops for 10 000 
years \vithOut n1nnnring. whcrc'ts the so1rlicrs 
are -.rttled on land ,-hich y, ill not gTow one 
commercial crop. In regard to in·igation, it 
is not onlv the richness of the soil that has to 
be looked· to. but it is more important that 
the mc:chanical condition of the soil should b.o 
Jook0d to to see if it i~ suitable for periodical 
f1oor1intr and that Bort of thing. There n1ust 
110 n g~od ~ut"oil, and the sub~oil Inust be 
bv Jeep that the soil will not sour. Hon. 

[Mr. N ott. 

rnernl-Jcrs ha vc referred to the costlinC'ss of th~· 
"\ rtllco irrigation area in ::'\c;,r South VYales. 
There is no doubt that it has been p:uticu
lady costly, although the work done there has. 
pro,,ed a great lesson for c-:; ew South \Vales 
and tho rc't of Australia. The soil there 
IYill ~tand continual flooding without any 
dnn,:rer of souring. For thnt rea:3oll it makes 
that part:;ular locality very safe fro111 an 
irrigation point of vievv. So far as irrigation 
and 1Horluction of crops there are concerned, 
the poseibilities arc very groat. At the tme 
tin1e, I think \\'F can get greater value in 
Queensland from fodder coc'en'ation rather 
than frotn irrigation. The irrigation scbemc~ 
in Queemland have been tremendously 
expenei Ye, and until we on afford it we 
should not embark on any new scheme. In 
tho present state of the ii~nanccs we can get 
a great deal n1orc value for our nwnoy b,v 
linking np and completing our railway sys
tein, and also b~T a comprehensive systc1n of 
fodder conservation. In the good seasons \Ye 
produce more fodder than can be consumed. 
I ag-ree with the Sccret<try for Raih\ ays that 
it is a pity that something WJs not done in 
rf'gard to irrigation schemes and the locl\:ing 
of our rivers in years pa•,t, because it would 
haYe giYen us a good deal of information at 
the present time. \Ye Bhould not embark on 
expensive schemes such as arc at the present 
time contemplated. It seoms to me that, 
whon the schen1cs arc in working order, it is
goini" to be a very great difficulty to obtain 
people to settle on the land. It is all very 
well to say that people will flock to Queens
land from here. there, and everywhere; and 
it is all very well to say that a largo numbc1~ 
are flocking from the other States at the 
presc~t time. I am satisfied that before you 
can induce a number of settlers to come to 
Queensland you will have to satisfy them 
regarding the conditions so far as making a 
living are concerned. and it will be no use
settling them on land like we h'lve settled tho 
soldiers during the last six or seven years. 
If the present railway system c. a re connected 
np and made a perfect sehp·ne, I am con
vinc-ed that thor" is acccs.'ihlc land for a 
good many thousands of men adjacent to our 
prr<ont lines \Yithout going Yery far afield. 

\Yith regard to the dam site, if the Govern· 
rnent interd to go on \Yith relief \York, it 
l\'Otdd be a ver;v great improverncnt upon the 
present s:v'.:'tem of giving relief ratjons or 
doles if thcv sent the men np to build dams 
or locks ml the river~, and in tho cJsc of 
married nwn I do not know whv thcv should 
not pay them one-t.hird of their' earnings and 
send the other 1.\Yo-thirds to their wives and 
familic'. 

J\Ir. DEACO=" (('unningltr1m): I do not 
want the J\Tinister to think that I want to 
~peak rncrc1y for the sake of :-11eaking- after· 
him. I \\·ould hardly like to spend any time in 
trYing to preYcnt an~ bed.: frorn buiJ,ding a 
r1. ihYay. If the count.ry is any good, a.nd there 
is an~· prosp2ct of scttlcn1Prlt ther·2, I would 
not Hln: to f'<1V that any railway should 
not lw built; but. on the othr1· hand. it may 
lv' a burden on the sett!Prs in the district. 
If the railwa v is \YOrth building for tho sake 
of the counti .. - alone, then build it b? all 
n1.eans · but do not add tn t~a,t son1.etl~ing 
lil::"' a.' couple of n1illions for an irrigatjop 
sch-cn~c. for, f'O far as I kno\v, it is proposed 
to spend nearly £2.000,000 on 'blocking up 
a creek. 

"\ GovERKl\IENT ME1\IBER: You are opposing 
it. 
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~\1r. DEACOX: I ~m not. have heard 
onl:v the o\·idence gin:n in thi~ Chatnbor, 
and it has not been provl'cl t:tat the mon who 
nrc going to ~cttlo there arc g"Jillg to be able 
t() lla:v for this huge <.~xpc~tdit'li'l', tlJOu~h 1t 
n1ay be (]Uite po~._iblc that they n1n~.' dn ~o 
in tin1c. I nn1 quit2 willing· to oclmit, a~ the 
hon. member for Bo\', en •nirl. thrtt I do not 
kiJO\V anything about Sl?:::Gr lands ,Jr about 
irrigating sugar lands; but I nndf'r·,tanJ that 
this is not suc;ar land, .•ncl that it i' going 
to raise \Yhoat. n1aizc. cntton. and fruit. 
\Yell, it "·ill not pay to grow \Ylwat by irri
gation-that has boon pl'0\"0(1 in nwn:': ether 
rlac:cs. So far as I untk·r.~tnnd the 
the rate to be charg"d ,,ill 1- · 
per Rrrc. You cm_dd not :r\~t rr rc't:rt1 cf £5 
an arrc fron1 good wht 1t land. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why? 

:\fr. DRACO)J: Because it is not in it. 
I\1r. I-IARTLEY: You ar0 talking ab:}ut the 

Darling Dowm, with 13 bu.ohcb to the acre. 
\V c arc talking about 40 bushels. 

Mr DEc\CON: The hou. me:-nbcr could 
prove himself b:: coming on to th0 Downs 
and farming a bit. 

''IIr. H \HTLEY: That won le! be the lnst place 
ould go to. I nover hear ~ueh a lot of 

moaning as on the Do·wns. 

}Jr. DEACON: At a.ny rato. thu people 
in the Da1v~on VE!lley do not tind it payable 
tn rrrm'; wh0at. They will Lot find it profit
aLle to J7row maize at £5 an acre. and it 
hnc.; not be~n proved yet that '-'VO a14 c go1ng 
t:> mClkG cotto11-growing a success undf'r fill"'\. 

condition.,·, It all doncnds on the \Vorld's 
prices. And tht>rc a.n-~ a great man:- arca.s 
of land c1o::;;e to mnrln't~. 1vhirh it is not noccs
:-nry to irrigate. on \Yhich fruitgrowers tell 
rne it is not c-a~.;7 to make fruitgro\ving pay 
\Yell; and tlwy do not ha Ye to pay £5 an 
acre rent. ~ 

).[r. C'Ol.LINS: \Yho pa0 £5 an acre rent? 

~\Ir. DE ,\('0:\" : I u:1dcrstood the hon. 
member for Bmven to say it 'Xoulcl co't £5 
arl a.cre. 

:\lr. CoLu;;s: Thut is 'or \Yater. 

}lr. DE \COX: It doe., HOt natter wh0thcr 
yon pay £5 per acre for land or wat:::-1·~ so 
long as you have to pay it. It is a tax on 
your land. The GOYorn:nPnt arc noL going 
tu supply the water for nothing, anyhow. 

lvlr, HARTLEY: You ought to be put m 
Goodna for a month to get sane. 

::'vir. COLLIXS: I said Ss. 4d. per mouth, or 
£5 a year, 

l\Ir. DEACO::-J: It may be po.,.siblo to pay 
that for sugar land, bnt it is impossibl.C'. for 
wheat land. lion. n1embers should go up and 
try to get a living there, then they wrmid 
know that it ''"as nonsc-11se. 

:VIr. Bmx;qN: Do they not p1y £15 an 
acre on the Downs? 

~\Ir. DEACON: They do not. 
Mr. BRENNAN: They did in 1914 for 

Canning Downs. 
Mr. DEACO::\': They do not pay it for 

wheat land; they may pay it for lucerne 
land. \Ye have admitted that those prices 
aro too high. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Because the drought has 
knocked them out. 

Mr. DEACON: It does not matter whether 
you are knocked out by drought or by the 
financial burdm>s you have to pay. \Vhat 

chrs it matter to a man whctlwr you choke 
him or knock him on the head ? Is it not 
the same to him? (Laughter.) If the land 
is good enough to sol! to the people without 
the irrigation scheme, build the raj]wav. 
'I'here is plenty of land in Queensland need
ing ra.ih.-ay communication on which this 
£2,000,000 could be spent. We know that the 
InkcrnJ,'tll irrigatiDn sc:hemc cost rnore than 
the original estimate. There is not an irriga
tion scheme in _\ustralia which has not co<t 
more than the original estimate, and, except 
in intensive areas, not one is paying. Fruit 
and lucerne are being grown in special 
areas) and irrigation is being m!tde to pay. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why c annat they do it on 
the Dawson? 

Mr. DEACON: Where is your market? 
Mr. COOPER: You will never get to market. 

until you get a railway. 

Mr. DEACON: You cannot put that price' 
on the land and make it pay. Even in the 
hest seasons, when you get water for nothing, 
it will not pay to have an annual rent of 
£5 on the land. A drought comes now a.nd 
again, but this wiil have• tu bo paid every 
year whether you use th~ water or not. 
The money should be exp0nded to the best 
advantage on rail·n-ay construction vvhcre we 
can settle more people. I could show a lot 
of plac~:3 in rny c-1cctorah~ \Yherc railways 
would pa:.- ,,-d!, and which cost a lot less 
than £2,000,000. Some of the best land in 
AuFtralia is there waiting for settlers, and 
it shonld be made a\'ailable by railway 
communication. 

I think the Minister said that the progress 
of the State during the la"t seven years has 
been greater than it had been for fifty years 
previously. He can say that, but. it is impos
sible to prove it. The cities w0ro all here 
.~even years ago. All the settlement that now 
exists, with the eACeption of that in a few 
spots, was here seven years ago. What settle
ment has taken place has been brought about 
by the people, without any help from the· 
Government. 

Mr. RTOPFORD: Every mile of railway hasc 
helped to build Brisbane. 

Mr, DEACON: I quite agree with the 
hon. member for Mount Morgan. I am glad' 
to sec that I have somebodv on that side 
with me. , 

Mr. '\V. CoOPER: Yet you are opposing the 
railway. 

Mr. DEACON: I am not opposing the 
raihvay. 

Mr. H \RTLEY (Fitzroy): I just want to 
sa:, a word in reply to what has passed for 
criticism: on the part of hon. mmnbers 
opposite. Onlv one thing is consistent about 
it-the inconsistencv of the views that they 
have advocated, Thev arc all in favour of 
railwa::' construction, bnt thov are opposed 
to this railway. They would like a railway 
for irrlgation purpose~; but. instead of 
having" it in the Dawson Valley, they would 
like it at Monnt Edwards, or some other 
place in the Southern Division. I can only 
come to tho conclusion that most of them are 
against th-" rai1way bPcaus<"! it is not g-olng 
to bring grist to Brisba,nc. That seems to 
bo the position of hon. members. who are 
pr0snmed to be advocates of the interest of 
the farmers. If these hon. members are not 
unique in their inconsistency, I do not 
knO'' who are. The ho". member for 
Stanlov said he did not believe in spending 
this ll1oncy on water . conservation; he 

JJlr. Hartlcy.] 
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thought it would be too much money to 
']wncl on that, but it would bo a great 
thing to spend it in the conservation of 
fodder and the building· of storage and silo 
facilitie'. What sort of stun id talk is that? 
The rnore fodder \Ye can -use the greater 
will be our wealth production in the wav of 
liYc ::-to··k:, r beep, and cattle. The n1ore ,,;ater 
there is colJsened the more fodder we can 
prcduce. In other \YOrU.s, the hon. 1n01nher 
objcct3 to in urancc in fodder against drought 
by water con::-,l'_l'Yation, but prcfPr.;; to store up 
the. fodder again:,t the drought. That is about 
the best san1ple of a contradiction of 
economic factors that ever I have heard from 
an hon. member. The hon. member for 
Cunningham said that if this proposal were, 
ono merely to build a railway to bring the 
produce from the land he would support it; 
but as it is also in connection with the <:on
servation of water he is against it, because it 
will be too costly to on able the farmer to 
produce at a profit. There is another 
abmrdity. At the prcs"•nt time this land is 
productive only on a large S( ale in connec
tion with grazing interests. vVith water it 
can become pwductive on a much greater 
.'-calc and for a greater nutnber of people. 

" When he talks about wheat not 
]10 p.m.] being g1·own in the Central dis-

tricts he shows, although he is a 
wheat man, that he knows very little about 
the hi< torv of whoa t. The countn imide and 
"outside of the irrigation area V\:ill be first
class wheat countrv. In the Central district 
we grew the reco~d wheat crop of Queens
land-that was at Gindie-yielding 45 bushels 
±o the acre. 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTON : How m>1ny acres? 
1\lr. HARTLEY: It was a big crop and 

a bjg yield. I do net rnncrnber the number 
uf acres offhand. I rose to speak because of 
the ntisPrable in~inuution bv the hon. rncmbGr 
for \Yarwick that tho Government wore 
"'onstmcting the railway with the object of 
winning the :\;onnanby election. rrhe hon. 
n1PlY1bcr for 1\onnanby, \Yhcn he was on this 
side, advocated this irrigation sche1ne in 
HI08t glo'Ying tcrm:-3. That i~ the b" o;t refuta
tion of that statement. 

}lr. CORSER (Bil.' 1u tt) : Hon. members 
opposite st:~,te that )Ve are opposed to this 
railway. I [tln not against it., and from 
\Yhat I have heard from hnn. members on 
this side I know they are not opposed to it. 
But ihis schen1e means an expenditure of 
£2.000.000. 

The SECHET•RY FOR RAILWAYS: The railway 
propo,al does not. 

Mr. COHSER : This scheme is only the 
forerunner of further expenditure. 'The hon. 
gentleman stated that the railway would not 
be constructed unl<--~s the irrigation schc1no 
was carric'd into effect, and that will mean 
an ex]Hmcliture of £2.000,000. I cxnrcssecl 
lilY disappointmcut this afternoon that in 
introducing a :-:cherne for railwa.; construdtion 
involYing £2.000.000. no immigration policv 
or hugo 1ar:d settlement policy \\as als'O 
included to settle men on the big l:pper Bur
nett lands. 

The SECREf.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: This is the 
foundation of it. 

1\Ir. C'ORSER: The foundation', have 
.alrcadv been laid. Railwavs have been corn
mcnccd in the- Burnctt arc~. There n ro rnon 
in Queen, latcd to-day who want farms. and 
the GoYernmcnt veil! not let them have them. 
In 1913 certain r;ums were specially laid out, 
and to-da.v mc'n arc turned away from the 

[ lll1._ 1I artlcy. 

Lands Derartmcnt because thcv cannot get 
farmc. The Government want "to open this 
huge tPrritorv of n1illions of acre~ in one act. 

Mr. BHEK;AK: They would pick the eyes 
out 0f it. 

::\1r. COH.SEH.: ::\io. The hem. member 
shoulU know that there \Yerc onlv certain 
areas designe.d and handed to thC Cro·wn. 
vVe want a 8cheme to provide facilities for 
the men there. and to provide money to 
supply them \Yith water. Do not say after
'' arcls th.at there is no rnoucv for ·'iYatcr. 
There is plNdy of room there" for our own 
people and for people from the oth0r side of 
the world. I was dicappointccl that there 
v,~as not a huge 2che1no to bring about pros
perous sottlcmeut in hoth arr<cs. The Govern
rncnt aro building railwaJ --, but they arc not 
Ehor;,:ing ho\Y tSettlers arc going to have a 
fair " go." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

The CHAIR:\IA:t-;" reported that the Com
n1ittee had come to a resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to by the House. 
The House adjourned at five minutes past 

10 p.m. 




