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liiSO Brisbane Tramway 1., u B
., 
{,. 

FRIDAY, 15 SEP:!:E:VIBER. 1)2'1. 

Tlw SPEAKER (l-Ion. \Y. BF"'tr<t:r:. Jfut2€) 
tnok the chair at ll ~.r::l. 

J~RTSKL\E TRA:\I·WAY TRU>T DILL 
Br:coxn RLun:.: :;--~REs L.\u~no); oF DuH T:::. 

}tr VO\YLE~' (D~tlby}: Enor >incc I han· 
bcen.in this House-at any rate, ;;ince 1913-
periodically e haYc been considering 1llat
tcrs affecting the Brisbane Tramwa· s Cor;,
pany in thi~ forn1 of lcgis~ation <-tllu 
n1enb and in other directio11s to 
e-xtent tho.t it ha n1ade confusion lHOl'E' c~;n
foundcd. \YhPn anybndy attempts to 
the lristorv of the b1biness and find what 
position i~ as betweru thp con1pany and L,t:> 
Gon)rnnwnt. it i~ Y0lT intri:....~tte. Yt.. r~ 
in\·olYt·l Find rcrv J·~n~,e. ::\Ir. Denh .... rn. 
1913 int;·oducccl certain legiclation. the c;It ·t 
of ,'hich wa' tlwt in 1920 the local.authoritiB 
.,,..,·ould be (~nlpO\\ preJ to purrha:;e the plant 
of the Brisba1 Trannnlys Con1pa:r:.y a.;; :1 

going cnncetu. 'fh" principle laid do'"' ther,• 
·wa.-_., llliUlic:ipali:--·ttion~th. lllUnicipal bod1t.:~ 
were to contrcl it. The legislati .-n \rhich ha..., 
now been brought fon;vard i . ..:. an attt•mpt 
the part of the Goyernmpnt to bri1.·: 
principh- into ..!Icci, but YYi thont 
the locd authorities. 'vithout giYieg then1 tht> 
ronsidcration to ·which thcv arf:- entitlPJ in 
the rnattcr, and 1nore pa1:ticularly without 
eonsuhing the people who arc chiuB:-, int,_;_·
estcd-~th8 people \vho eYcntually will ha Yt~ t::J 
foot i!tc bill. if tlwrc is anv liability-that ,_,. 
the p: 'Jpcrty-mYncr>. whu itre elector' uncL r 
our l.ol'a.l Authorities Act. The Pr.:rnic:::. 
speaking th0 other day, :;aid it was not 
function of th _, GoYerniLcnt to 1·nn street c 
or public utiliti,,. 

The PRD!!ER: '· Or such public utilitic-; a' 
strr-et car~.·· 

Mr. YO\YLES: On rdDrence to 
platform. I fiucl. under thP 
"~ational \\Tol'l~.~: that otP of thcit· 
is-

" StatP 
maintellance 
cars.'' 

J\Ir. CoLuxs: Read pla1il~ 4 CJf onr I 
-" :\lunicipal Control." 

ar:J 

:'\Ir. VO\\'LES: TlJi, i menti)n"'"' 
ncnv becau;;:;c-~ \CU arp foi_Jting on 
local anthoritit~s cn:::aitFt rhcir -.~. 
ing· to the Prcrninr. there ha:- br,_~r:. ,Jr, 
tjon on the part of the publi(' frmn tiil1'_-' 
tirne for the pur ha--c· a~1d can·,vins· oH of rL~ 
trams bv the The haY~__' b e1: 
complair~Jillg the l-LI'\"1· 

adopted a ' the n1an~·c·r tittiru.,__-tp-
that the: "\Yill n:t do an~ thi::g- as~i~t. ~~'~' 
comrnunity, all.d that tl ·'·c arc r ,- tinJ.I> 
cial position to do it thrln:sclYef;. Tb~· Go··eri'> 
mcnt ha Ye the 1o~~r:". whi{ 11 h.n"•-:' 
r<ccumnlatcd on State 
know that 1f tlL Y touk 0\'('1' 
the Brisbane tral~1"\Tav-.;, it ,,.,·onld 
our railwav svd0n1 ·ha· clone-in 
disaster. The. public yv·ant sonu.•thing to Le:· 
done which will reli .. 'YP the situation ", 
as thev are concerned. The inactit-1: of 
GoYerrrment, and the lack of tramway extert
sions into the Yarious suburb;;, i~ 1\ __ "tard:!l;r 
progress in those suburb~. -

0PPOSITIOX NlEJrBERS: Hear, hear ! 

[.Mt-. Yowles. 

Brisbane Tramu:ay Trust Bill. 

'1 · YO\YLE3: ?\ot onh- is it retarding 
D1. rnTC' s, but it i;:; one of ihc faetors which 
il 1\-f.' brought about un0mployn1cnt, becau.se, 
ll,td tl~dt big cou1pa11y been C'mpo"\\~Cr·...'·d to 
inY,_"-t further capital, or if son1etlung hZld 
bt· Il done b-. the Go-., ~rnmcnt in · on1c other 
di r n1 \Yh~c_·rcbv those cxten~ions which aro 

') lJt...c_deJ \Ycrc 1naJe, look at thG 
.cm•)l<ilt of cmplo: ment which Ynmld hflYE\ 

c:reated during the last two or three 
ve<C~l\'i. That js what is ex:erci~ing the publie 
~nind ro-Lla.Y, and aJ~o thu congc:::tion, so far 
~h crafii·:: i .. ) c·onccrned. It is not a reason
abk• thinb to expeet tlw ro1npany under such 
r >r: litions expend fL1rther capital in plant, 

or in anv other direction for 
th<' C•)llYeniC>nce of the imb1ic when they are 
llGt n··cciYing any consideration then1selvcs. 
( 'uit•' rcc,'utly a meeting of the directors of 
ti:e B1 i~banc Trannvays Ccnnpauy was held 
· and the reports of that meeting 

out to us in Queensland. I notir·.' 
tbc chairman of the company express: d 

.uu hope. He mid-
.. We hope that the Go,-crnment of 

QucL•nsln.nd will treat us in a busines~
lih' wav; and if the,· do, thev will find 
t:lPY will be able tou l'aise m'onev at a 
r·.11,'· much lr' :; than they recently ·had to 
J·;_~y ia ::L'\t'w York." 

\YL;t .does that show Q It shows the feeling 
t:f ir-.;;pcuritv that there is amongst the pru

. and the persons interested in 
L:usincss. It shows that the capitalists 

y-}--:o arc· interested in this large concern do 
not tru-;t the GoYernnH~nt. when "\IVC haYe a 

like that, yvhich suggests that they 
w t h:ul a fair deal in the past. They 

hoping that the Government are at last 
to relent. and that this time they will 
'" n d to. do the fair thing. 

Tw \'nE:·lER: Do the capitalists trust tho 
C -n.altt' party? 

:\Ir. YOWLES: I think it is an improper 
thili>T for the hon. gentleman to throw sug-
g~""::::hcms and innuendoes BC'l'O:-:-s the Charnber 
~,·hich are like I, to <:UUi30 trouble. 

~ 1 PREJ!IER; You sav that the capitalists 
r1·J L•A tru~t us-1 arn ~ asking you if they 
t:L-'. tlL• Country pt~rty. 

YOWLES: \\'hen I sec that sneer on 
1l1t· h~ J" of t.he horl. ~~·cntlcnl tll I kno\-" 
'"~"it•. tlLl' he ure::tn~ busine;;,~ or insult. If ho 
J:r··~rn i:,ult. he• will ~re+ it. Th1' hon. geutlc
rna:n .,\-ill get it if h0 -looks for it. I thought 

·~· were ,;;ettling d_:\··n thi n1orning in a 
s-likt• ''"'' to oekal vvith a matter in\ Jlv-

a "un of £1,200,000, so far as the Gon•rr1-
HlPnt nre CO!lCt'rned, bqt in,-oh,ing a rnuch 

:".Urn 011 tht'' part of the cornpany, I 
,tnnrl ft'OIH thP llC'\Y~JHlpers this rnorn

ami Lom a c ,;;ycr· at ion which I had la,t 
''"ith c~·1·Ltin gpntlcn1cn connected vvi-~h 
nfr ·irs in Bric-banc, that a deputation 

y ... ro f'<1d on the P.renlier th}-:; n1orning. 
·r. PELi!IE:.1: The.Y did not uwkc any 

a r::,~t, :.2. '-·H'l:ts ,,_.Jth rnc. 

:1, YO\YLES: Arcording io thP papers. 
tb ,, arrnng~~nlPnts 1.\ ere made. I ln~ow the 
obj· . ·- r:f the deputation. \Ve were told that 
0f' nu· cccasion the Homo Secretary met the 
rep>'e>entatiYes of the lonl authorities, and 
pr,;babl~, thf\ Premier \Vas present. \Ve were 
trl-d th tt those representatives were con,ulted 
a bout this question of a tramvc ay trust, and 
tht~ t t \: o responsible persons wer _, present
name! v. the mavor of Brishane and the 
mayor: of South' Bri,bane. We were told 



to ~ 

-clk·\· cxnre~~cd tLcn1selvcs in 
ihi~ DjlL :0~c ,v I an1 infonnecl 

told that the"· 
of tlw 

:-~ dl1 

I d;
1

ink th~3t ~t"' 
thcv D •·re('(] to 
uufair tv 

cu~unbc1'. 

the details w0r·'-

PRL\HER: That is uot so. 

JHr. YOWLES: I am inforn;od that 
is colT Let. T~1t y did IJDt consent to the 
ciplc that the electors wore not to be con
snltuJ jn the expenditnre of this n1oney or 
the acquiring of th(· money) as the 0·.tse n1.ay 
br'. The local authoritic.s have turned the 
matter do·,yn, and thcv arc supposed to be 
interested. They did ;JOt consider tha· they 
had a 111 tndate. fro1n their cle:ctor.s empo\vcr~ 
ing thou to deal with 'uch a gigantic matter 
ac: thjs, In a \Yay, it is contrary to one of 
the umlcrl."ing principles of th\' . Locd 
c'\.uthoritics Act-that is, the submiSsiOn t•. 
the electors-formerly to the ra topayers-of 
all matters affecting loan:S in connection \vlth 
public \corks. 

V\'hen another measure was before this 
Chumbb· for considcr~ttion-I refer to the 
\\heat Pool Bill-th0 Goycrnment agreed to 
the Jlrinciplc that .. where innovations we' 
mctde, tho people interc>tod should hayc the> 
or•portnnity of expre:.sing their opinions for 
or ag-ainst the proposed legislation. I a:-.k 
the Pren,icr why he cannot apply that prin
ciple to this Bill also? Tlw hon. gentleman 
is one of those -r.-ho ahnn:::; sav. " Trust the 
people." " "· 

The PREJIIER: The rr tSOn is that it is on!" 
asked to defer the time in order that· th.e 
company may get a renewal of the franchise. 

Mr. VOvYLES: How are they going to 
get that except through the Government·: 
How long is it going to take to ha Ye ,. 
nferendum of the penons intere,ted? If 
that i" the Premier's objection, I offer this 
suggestion to him : Let him pass this legio
lation in the form we agree to. and when it 
c-omeS' to the third reading, defer it until 
such tin1e as a rcfcrondun1 has been taken: 
or let the Bill pass t,hrough the various 
stage., in this House, but let it not be 
claimc l until the persons interested 
exprc·' ,,J their opinion upon it. 

The PRE1TTER: That is, to allo" the 
" Courinr " and the company to fool the 
electors. 

:\lr. VO\VLES: That i' the attitmle th<> 
hon. gentl<-man always takes np. He sa_,-s 
that this measure is urgently desired by the 
rwople of the n1etropolitan district. Surely 
lw can trust them to record their votes in a 
matter of such grf~at importanc0 as this? He 
hn-=. to r<'ali~P tbar it js not tl1e propc·rty
o vners. lmt the electors of the who!•~ district 
who would vote-the most popular Yote we 
could po' ·;ibly ha Ye, a. Yote of the individuals 
who use the tramc,, and not merely those who. 
in the event of any deficiencv, will have the 
responoibility of making it 'up. These are 
the p~ople whom the Premier is not prepared 
to allow to vote on the m a tte1. 

The PRE1IIER: V\"ould you advocate that 
they should support it or that they should 
turn it down? 

of those who 
canllJaign. 

allow tlw com
thongh. 

)n fp Y(•ur of 
,-·It'{'ti{jlJ( ,-,ring and propagalld-i 

the rmrpo;:;.e, 

is to take an 
anJ his follow. 

in the 
n1crn bers of 

of whom 
all the 

required 

The- PTniiER : :\ o. 

=\h. : lf the Premier is not pre-
1 zrh\ thosr-: persons \Vho a.re 
:L t<~'L'e:-;rc·t~ o11ly jn a. Yery minor \Va.y-the 

·sons '.-.·ha an• going to receive only advan
~ alHl not di _;advautagcs-to vote upon 

he is going right back on the 
demoeracy that we should always 

people. V\'hcn this matter came 
nweting of shareholders of the 

in London, the chairn1an, 1-Ir. 
had this to say-

" The accounts showed that the total 
c·ceipts of the Brisbane Tramways Com
,n:, ;vcro £566,073, and the total 

t'":pcnclicure, including a provision of 
£cO.OC1 for British and colonial taxa· 
t.ic,1,, £437, 72L the net profit thus being 
£92.352. cd1ieh, with £23.461 brought in 

the previous ye-ar, left an available 
_,]ance of £115,812. Of this amount 

£lOn.ooo had been applied in payment of 
" diYidend. leaving £15,812 to be carried 
fc-rward. The tramwa,·s have carried 
1.180.381 n,orc pac,enger's, and run 60,341 

c-ar-miles OYer 1 he same length of 
a.nd a!thourrh the traffic receipts 

h eYe increa"ed £17.563. the company 
lws carmd £10,678 leAs profit, due 
Mir' 1,- to arbitrarv interference with 

CdH' ri"ght to adjust' farr s to meet the 
.H1n-U1Cf" -in wag0s decreed b:y the 
1 uln~trial Court.'' 

Th,, PRO!! ER : You c1o not like paying 
;vng£.8, 

nL·. YOIYLES: The point is this: Here is 
whieh is able to show a profit on 

busiut ;:s. carrying a larger 
pcr~ons and earning a larger 

n.one,· in the wa•. of fares than 
although its protlt·~ are curtailed 

' rtain rights which it had by legisla· 
incerfered with bv the Commissioner 

who refused to· permit an increase 

FRniiER: If the:· hnvc rights, why do 
tlH·y not uphold the-n1? 

:\12-. YOWLES: They hacl tho,,e rights 
H1i1 ~1; h ti1nc as Jcgislarion was brought 

with thPlll. Rv proclamation 
lkPn d('c]a reJ a " ne(·.::ssarv 

Tc·.hnically the company came 
ambit of th., Sugar Acqui"ition 

b." ,n·oclamatio'J it was precluded 
what the Govcrmnont did in 

n__,, of their own suburban railways
raj;p tht: fart-~. 

The P!.: .. \IIER: Do you know what the 
co1npany'~ proposal vvras? 

J\!r. VOWLES: It is not a que,tion of 
hat the proposal was. The Go' ernment 

precluded the company from exercising the 
right which it had by statute, while the 
Government then -elves rai,.ed the freights 
on the suburban railways, their justification 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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being the increa_ e·d \Yrtges.' sheet. The sarne-
justification applied to th;: TrHnwa · 
Company. 

The PRE}If£H: \Ye did not prcn~nt the 
raisi11g of the fan';;',--they could have dow-' 
that. \Ye a8kcd them to submit ·lves 
to an inquiry, \Yhich they refused to 

11r. VO\YLE6: Then' \vas unje<,t inter
fcrc'nc~=' with the cornpany. The Govr-rnnl-.. mt 
interf~recl \Vith th~ cornnany 's 
rights. They have lwen ·interfering 
them at ever·v tum. I hold L~ brief for 
TrainWH)'S Co\upan,v. (GoYCrtHllent lat:.shtPr.) 
This i~ u ltHlttPr that do ~- not rrft'ect ccnt~lh''l 
intere\-tf'. and the onl·· rca:,cm ~. hy " 
speaking 1s there 
princi1)les inYoh l A~ a 
tative. I ohject to the surn 
\vhat Yer anwunt n1 }V be 
lc,·icd for tlw clup!icat;oll, 
railwav scrYiCL~' in 13ri:-:ba!1C'. 
is sup}1!ying that servic_• to the 
da v. \>V e shall ha YP to bolTO'\\' a ~lUll 
of~ 1noney simrily to- eh:' c ~e the 0wrv .·::;h·ip. 
If the money has to L"' borrow d, it ~oulcl 
be better used on ded~'loptllent in thP- COLlntt~';.~, 
such as in the buildi11g of ugri(_ Jltnral ra H
\vays and in other direct!ons. 

OPPOSITION MnrBEc'~: HPar, hear ! 

i\lr. YOIYLES: \Vhv 'hould Quce:r 
Street GoYernnwnt co~npcl th ilnding of 
this hnge sun1 of n1oneF. anJ puf'h thi8 undr.r
taking oa to the people in tb, t1'~trnpolibw 
local authority areas :_,sair!st thl ir '->·=-.:-in_ : 

Mr. })r._: :\ST.\:\ : '\..-on would rather h, \'(~ th;. 
profits go out of the country. 

~Ir. ·vo\YLES: am undc·r the ilnpres,lnn · 
that a large "f rhc trar..1 \\ :1 ~· share
holders reside in tiw city of Bt·isl tre, It 
i;;; IlLL a OEt:~nL'n CJlllpany. It i'i a com1:Ully 
whos0 share:i arc quoted on tho Stock 
Exchan·!.·c. and have ahvays l>een regarded 
as one uf tlH2' ::::oundr·~t inq·~.tlnents in nu(•ons
]and. "\Vhcre p,_:Dplc >v1sh to rnake provi:31on 
for tlL' future i r what mig·ht be callci gilt
edged securities. tllt'y purchase these shares. 
T}<;s story about T<;rq·l ish shar·choldcrs is all 
verv ·w·e~l. but thl'l'O is a v. ry lar..!'e -:-hn,n list 
in Qucen~land. \V0 hear taik ab~ut sPrHling· 
moneY out Df the countrv. Are not the 
g('ntl(~nlcn who U'ii..' that argnn10nt con1plain
ing here altnost cv·~~ry day th_,t we :111d 

other pl'rttons outside the Chamber lun.rc 
been thP eau~'~ of prpvcntlng Engli h loan 
monoy Lc)llling into Queensland? If they 
desire it in one dircr~ion for the advancement 
of the State, surely they should not objcC't 
to the income bcinC" sent homo to the people 
who find the capital which is ·nt out here': 
1 arn not conccrn•_J alv:;qt wh('ther thc,r a1~ 
English or Australian shareholders. " IY e 
should haYo the sa1ne respect for onr contracts 
and our arrang"emc>nts with English pcop\.c 
as with Aw,tralians. The principle is just 
the same. 'fhcre should be no :mdu, inter
ference by Parliament with statutory pow, r•. 
more particuirrly in a case like this ~,., hr-re 
huge surns of 1noncy ha,: been 1nYe;:.:.ted. 
and an undertaking entered into on the 
seeurity of a contract, an agreement. and an 
Act of Parliament. 

Tlw Pm:Th!IER : How does this I:lill inter· 
fere with statutory powers? 

Mr. VOWLES : I am d0alinil' with what 
we have fmmd in the past. These matters 
haYe to be taken into consideration later in 
determining the basis of the compen.,ation that 
is to be made to the company. There i·· an 

[Mr. Vowles. 

attempt, <'ven now. to intcrfer _ statutori' y 
with the rip;hts of the company by determin
ing the basis, from which there is to b~ no 
appeal. Even then \Ye are not doing the 
correct thing nnlc-.s we Jeayc it to the court 
to determiue. Once that is ·determined, you 
cannot nppeal against the basis. If you ca.n 
lll;pcal against it in ono direction, why intnr. 
f re with 'mybocly's rights? It is the inherent 
right of every individual to appeal. 

:VIr. BRE);NAN: Do yon say that a monopoly 
,lH:uld be paid poodwill? 

Mr. VO\YLES: The hon. meml1er haR 
r Jonopoly in the hf'ad; l \Yas going to '"ay 
'' on the brain." but ho has not got any 
11rair . _Anybody who says that the Brisbane 
TrnlTI\Yay::; c('Ulpany is a rnonopoly- does not 
know \Yhat he is talking about. Yon have 
only to inspect the share registc·r to find that 
it is nothing of the kind. 

.'Er. l3REXNAN: I \\'')U!d not like to have 
a3 little brains as yDu. 

The SPEAKER: Onler! Personal reflec
tion aro disorderly. 

::VIr. VO\VLES : On preyious occasions a 
;'OOd deal of d<lbatc arose with respect to the 
interpretation gf the tenn " trarrnvay." It 
,. ·mlcl appr ,1r to me that the "ompany is not 
g:ettiug fair trcatinent so far . as that is. 
concerned. \Ye know that on account of the 
attitude .;.dopted bv this Government, tho 
eOlnpany, for its o\Y.n protection and for the 
protection of the people who use the tram
,;ays, \Yas coJnpeHPd to pcnd a certain P.or
tion of ib c lpital in im}n·oven1cnts "vhtch 
~-,ere outside its d1artcr. I undcr;;;ttud ti:ajj 
u11der this (lefinition of " h·an1\vay '' not only 
the no'--(·r-houst.-~. repair shop:--, carshods, 
r .ils, ~rolliug-siock. cablc.'6, wires. etc., as 1nen-
1ionud jn that f l"HSC', \Yhich \YCre erected 
acco1;dillg to charter, but everything else that 
,,·us done bv the con1panv for its ovYn C0ll
venlcnce and ftJr t.hn convel1ience of the public 
outside that charter, will be taken oYer, and 
the compaL:;-· I\ ill rcrcin) no COlHpen:--ation for 
it. 

The PnE~IIEn : Giyc me an example of what 
you rcff'r to. 

Mr. VOWLES : H the hon. gentleman will 
r t<J tbf" ·debates in vrcvious ses::~ion~, he

_g"(:t that inforrnation-hc ought to know. 
tmst is to be constitutPd by eight mem-

hcrs. \Yhv is lt t0 have eight'! 
\\'h:· not niak~: it oightccn 

The }_,HE;)IlER: ~IoYe an nn1r.nd1nent in that 
direction. 

2\lr. YOWLES: Presumably, the Govern
rnent rea li~f~ that there is ,;. 1 fetv in nu 111 ben;. 
J1crsonaH"

1 
I think three or ·fiye nlembtn·g 

would uo quit0 sufficient. 

The PREiVIIEH: That would cut some oi the 
local authorities Dut of repre,entation. 

2\Ir. VOWLES : I think they are being cut 
<Jut as it is. It. is in1po:ssjble t0 give thcn1 
full repreeentation unless eycry local autho
rity has a yote on the trust. Why is it 
necessary to have hYo Govcrn1nent norninee~? 
Whv should the GoYernment think it nect<· 
sarc,: that they should appoint the cha~rman.? 
vVhv do the Gon?rnment come iHtO this bus!· 
nPes at all? 

The PRECIIIER: Becanse cif the liability. 

2\1r. YOWLES: What liability? 

The Pm:~uER: The GoYernment have to· 
give a guarantee. 
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3'.Ir. VOWLES: \Ye are told bv the P1·cmier 
r:Chat tho trannvay~ are a going" conoern, and 
that the concern will be able to pay its own 
,,,.ay and crpate its ov:n .;;;inking fund. If it 
,doe,,, not cr<'ate a sinking fund, the Govern
ment have tlw property-owners in the variou· 
localities o~l whou1 thev can levv a rate. 
There can J"'·cr b0 an'y shortage~. If the 
re"_,-cnuc frorn the trarrn-n1. vs is not 'Sufficient. 
the GoYerr:lncHt haYe an ~ll1lllcdiatc re1ncdy. 

The PREmi:R: Did not the Kid-•ton Govern
nH•nt provide for GuYl'rllr:.~.cnt repr_e"J('lltation 
. ~JY a dwirman o;: the ~\It·tropolitan \Vater and 
:E-c\.Ycrag:e Board': 

Mr. VO\YLES: The two concC'rn& arc 
. totally difi't-rent. 1Iere YOU arc taking ovet· 
a going (·Jnccrn having a revenue. "\Vherc 
·was tht'rC any revenue with the ~1Ltropolitan 
·vvater aJJd 8c'wC'rage Board·: 

The Prn::'IIEH: It is not a qucstiou of 
:rCvt>tH.le: it is a rincstion of liability. 

Mr. YO\YLES: There is practical!~· no 
liability. There are three ways of finauc.in: 
:the conccrn-i3·:-)ue of debentures. oyerdraft. 
and GovE'i·nmcnt loan. 

The PRDli~R : Tlw Go,-ernmcnt would b a ,-e 
to guarantee the debentures issue-(l. 

11r. VOV,-LES : \Vhy should the Gm·ern
rrwnt haYc two n)prescntatiYc3, and have the 
Tight to appoint the chairman? You wili 
~lnd that the powers of the truGt are v..:_·y 
-cireumscl'ihcd. The Bill provideo-

" .\s 'oon as practicable after the con· 
>titu'ion of the trust a general scheme 
for the future develupment of the tram
wavs. for tlH' service of the district. shall 
be 'pn:Htred by the trust. 

" The trust shall submit proposab for 
suc~1 general pchen1e to the Thlinib~.-er. '\vho 
shall rPfer same to an Ad 1·i·-ory Board 
appcintc·d ancl paid by the Gm·'ernor in 
Council at the expenw' of the tri1st." 

"We do not know too much about this Advi,on· 
Board except that the experts an• to b~ 
tppnintcd by tl1e Go\·crnm0nt. That AdYisory 
B( .\rr1 sce1n to be the l1C'O~,lc who -will advise 
tlw Governor in Council. The Bill furthnr 
y-rrovidt>-

,, The g·eneral scheme shall not he 
adopted lJy the trust until it has received 
the apprnval of the Governor in CounciL·· 

The PRDilER: That is very reasonable. 

lYir. '70\YLES: It is necr•ssary, but there 
;,, too rnnch (( Q-oyernnlent" about it. rrhere 
arc GoYertune~t no1ninecs and a Govern1nent 
chairman. The irust can do nothing at all 
until thcv submit the matter to the Govern
ment. The fnnctiow- of the trust are practi
cally nil, becau e the Advisory Board steps in 
and ath iscs the Government. and if the 
Government are satisfied they put the fini:,h
ing touches on it. The functions of the trust 
ar·: prqctically nothing. 

The PuE~l fER : It is on the 'a me lines as 
the Adelaide Tru .t. 

l\lr. VO\YLES: I do not know wlut ti:: 
Adelaide Trust is. 

1\;fr. BRE:.<:-.:A;-.;: You should know; you have 
got the brains. 

Nir. VOWLES: I do not think you have 
got th0 brains. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. VOWLES: The first difficultv tlmt 
find in this Bill is the fact that, apparently. 

for no re.tson at all, the principles of the 
Loc!tl Authorities Act are to be broken. 

The PaniiER: \Yhat principles are those? 

Mr. VO\:VLES: The principles that, when
ever a loan i, applied for, the electors l1a vs 
to be ldJJsultcd. 

Tht< PEF:_I.l!ER : 

tivn wirh the 
SPIYCI'Uf"'=' Board 

There is no poll in connec
?vlctropolitan \Yater and 

in P.uch matters. 

:\I r. \'(1'\YLES : I an; not talking of the 
}Iet.ropf'Iitan \Yatcr and t)cwcrage Board. 

The Pr:.EJIIER: It i:J an analogous case . 
l\Ir. YI)\YLEB: It is not an analogous 

en ar alL \Yhat iJ the rP<,son that the local 
authorities hayp ''gone- cold," as th,~ hon . 
gcntlc11WTI told us? 

The PRDHEH: Because of the objection of 
t]n' "'Courlpr. ' 1 

:1Ir. VOWLES: I do not think so at all. 
\Ye must realise that the members of these 
local bodie•.; have backbone, and they have 
opinions of their ov,·n. 

Tho PREJIIER : I do not think so. 

Mr. YOWL~S,: I do. Some of them are 
Yer;; stronc--Intnu.t-d nu:n. 

The SrGHET.IRY FOH PL'BLIC I~_,rRFcrro:•: 
Yon cannot ~p:\.t.k for rrt:y e]cctorate. My 
rH'Oplc fa VOUl' it. 

Mr. \'0\VLES: If thcv favour it. wln do 
you not gi".~e thf'D1 an oPportunity of v~tin~ 
on it? 

The SECHETAHY FOP. l'uBLic IxsruucTION: 
The:·· ~o not llC'cd it. 

Mr. VO\YLES: Quite a number of local 
authorities v.hose repl·c--,,:;ntatives are asked 
tn incur a rt'sponsibilitv on behalf of t.he 
r--tcpa;.c•rs in their lac,,] authorities havE> 
said that they \;ill hflYC nothing to do with 
it. "' the~· have not h~d an opportunitv 'of 
l'DiL ulting their people. ~ 

Thr PRL\fiER: It was included in the last 
~ ationalist progr·,,_nlnlc. 

:\lr. '\OVILES: Tl:e policy was that the 
tr.dll" should be municipalised, hut they have 
given no det tils. I have alwavs stood for 
that in local goYl'rl1Ihcnt. but -vvh~n the repre
-c·ntativc· of thP local authorities asked the 
Govern:mcnt to bring in le;-islation 'vhich is 
\~er.v ncrr- .sary. and to put the1n in a, position 
to con .. ult their ratepa:vers, thev refused. 
"'by did thev refuse? A most extraordinary 
po: it-ion arise~. \Ye are told in the Bill-

" (L) 'fhe aldermen of t:w Council of 
the Citv of Briebane shall from time to 
tim0 h)· ballot elect two persons to be 
1:1en1 bcra; 

·' (2.) The aldcrmeh and councillors of 
the Councils of the City of South Bris
bane and the Shires of Balmoral, Coor
paroo. and Stc>phem shall from time to 
time together b} ballot elect two persons 
to be nJcmbers; and 

" (3.; The aldermen and councillors of 
the Councils of all the other areas com
prised ,,-ithin or partly within the dis
trict shall from time to time together by 
ballot clec' two persons to be members. 

" (~.1 ·with respect to the election of 
members tlw provisions set forth in the 
First Schedule to this Act shall be 
ob,-•rved both as regards the first and all 
sub;;equent elections: Provided that in 
thC' case of the first election the Governor 
in Council shall appoint the returning 
officer. who shall report to the Minister 
the names of the persons elected." 

Mr. Vowles.] 



area. 
\Ye act rc·a-=-onab1y. 

I would 
I ll1U~t 

~CP1J e\·i JcnL of 
I am not putting a 
this IIon..:;e, bPcaF -,f \Ye know the 
authorities havr. d0cidPd tl1at thev are not 
going to be parties to it. ~ 

The Pnnl!ER: \Yo do not knm'. that. 

Mr. VO\YLES: \Yp do know it. Tlwv 
haYe sftid publicly that they haYe decided to 
tu~·n the Jlror:osal down. \V ha r poeition 
an:-cs? It 1s con1pctent for the Governor in 
Council or tho Home Secretary to nominate 
a tt·u~t, and that trust n1a v consist of di~:::
lntcrC>~ted persons 1-vho arc l1ot. 1:-ven clecto1:s 
or ratrpa~·ers in the area. 

The PRE)IJER: \Ye \Yill take go0d care tb·t 
the .v arc not disintProsted pcrsom. 

:\Ir. VO\YLES: \Ye haYe onh· tlw Pro
nlicr's statc·n1ent for that. Tho.se a.rc thn 
thinf'-, v;bich should he lnclucL'd in an .. t~ct 
of P;trli:>m<>nt: they should r,ot be left to 
the capncc of the Premier or a :'llinister, or 
anybody t·l f'. I do not propo'r to f'"O into 

ihe details, because there are manv 
[11.30 p.m.J nmendm: nts >;hi eh will be broug1l"t 

fonvard in Con11nitrcc, and I " ill 
df:al v~,-·i~'~l n1inor rnaitcr:-: then. Th(~ ntachinery 
part. of th. Bill ·eem'3 to bP all rirrht. It. {, 
the ~1iB' principl s to v; i1irh I object, snch a~ 
obt.n1ning' 1nonny and u.;;ing it ff'r the eitv 
of DrisbilltP:--\Yh~ch is ll111W( cssar~·-and agaj~l 
to HH) d1~r0ganJ of the principles of 
lor_a1 . gov.ernnwHt. . Another objrctionablf~ 
pnnC'lplc 1s the prOYl'3lon v1hcrC'lF th · trust 
whit ~1 i~ to be Cl'Cated nu1y poSsiblv be a 
pnlit.ic1l trnst. " 

The PRDIIER: ::\'o. 

. Mr. YOWLES: It is mor0 thn.n possibl0: 
1t mRy b0. 1-fow do we kno\v \Vhf'+hcr the 
Prenn; r ·will not don1inatc• the p::-·rsonnc·l of 
thf'trn~_'? ~ 

ThP PTIE)fTER: Althnug'h Govcrnn1cnts 111 
other p]a, 0:-; have interfered in tbnt \'-'av, thn 
prP--Cllt GoYcrnmcnt have not t.ak:_;n simi]ai 
action hPrc. 

l\'h. Y0\'1 LES: 1'nclPr th0 Bill, a~ it 
starHls. the appointrrJent of individu:ils of a 
certain pol itica I colour might be macle. How 
.No ''Vf) kno\v that tho~P :-:;amc outside forces 
\i\ ill not inf1urnc~ the GoYcrnn1ent? 

The P~:-~:\JJER: :\o: 

Mt. YO\YLES: That ro•ition Jws aris<'l 
nov\''. If the local authorit.v r:__'prcscntatives 
dctcnninc not- to he a party~ to thi~ proposal, 
and do not hold the ballots provided for in 
tlv Hill. then tlwre is on], one kind of 
n.ac.hinf'ry to c.ury out th functions of thr, 
Bill. and rhat is for the GoYcrnor in Council 
to fill up Yac ncic,. But how can thev fili 
up vacancies which are not 0rcated? " 

Mr. BREXXAX: The Home Sccretarv has to 
do that frequently in conn ction wi.th local 
authorities. 

Mr. VOWLES: I daresav that the Home 
Secretary would like to abolish many of the 

[Mr. Vowles. 

~t.x·al :nt'1H1l'iiiPs in Queensland. lJPC<:l1FC as 
! he·_",· a re' ( (1n~tjtnteu no'iY. the- do not ':-:uit 

L:1nk: l1ut y,-e lJayc \'3.< .ne little respect 
f\-Jl' lul d l nw electors in 

tht' 

rnorning. 

to int.cr
t"rn1 of 
are not 

\Ye oug-ht 
iHtCI-Hls 

not SC 1'l1 

earlier" 
night 

told me 
Pre1nier 

The FRE1IIER: ThE'Y n1aclc no arrangement 
\Yith rne. · 

:\lr. YO\\'LES: It is rrencrallv known 
that the repr<>sentatives of ~hP local authori~ 
tie,; hnvp <dread;- consid.ercll this matter, and 
dt•cidecl to rurn it down. 

::\h. B:eE~X\~: The Taxpa,,·ers' Association> 

::\[r. VOWLES: The local authorities them
•l'lY< ··. \n yote in their own todies. have 
tunwd it" do·.vn. That being oO, the Pr •mier 
'·honld make an announccnH:nt as to what ho 
rn·oposcs to do. 

The Punrmn: If the Joc::d authorities wilt 
:r;or. participate, \Ye shall appoint [he trust. 
'"' prm·idecl for in the Bill. 

::\lr. YO\YLES: That pro\-ision was onl} 
put in to enable cnsnal vacancic; to be fi.llPd: 
but th·: Go,-crnnlPnt are not r.!,'Oing- to dca.I 
'With casun l vacancies now; thev arc going 
to deal with the constitution of the whoie 
rrnst. ~"fhut i·, o11e of thC' things \YC ~hould 
take into con,idcration. 1 would 5ugg0~t to 
the Prcrnier t~wt he shouLl scrionslv CDnsid0r 
nt this stage the qu· -:;t1on of doill~~- what he 
did in connection with the \Yhcat Pool-that 
i:-', lftcr h~glslation ls crcat0d here. allov, ing
the mattPr to be' held over until such time as 
the peopl · interested ha Ye expressed their 
oninion. If thcv sav thev are in favour of 
tlle Bill, I fe0l :::\ne that t:h0 local authorities 
will come in Lehincl it: but the po·ition is 
uncertain no\Y. \Yhatcver the local authori" 
tics do they want to '':et the sanction of the 
ratepayer~ conc('rned. ff this measure paw;cs 
thronl' h this Chamber. tlwrc will he no objec
tion b:c the local authoritir, to ite lJa,sage. 
TlH1 Y \vlll ~imply lt)t it go to the pPrsons 
intercctcd, and. if those perwns agTee to it, 
the lore!! authorities will accept it quit" 
readily. 

The P1m"'\:IEH: The TrannY8::~ C01npa11y 
-will do jts 1)('st to influc!lf'~ the minds of the
elector.". 

:\h. VO\YL ES: \Yhv should tlw Tramwa"'" 
Con1pan:v intf'f(:~t it~01f ln that \Yay? I atn 
giYf'n tn undpr-..tand it i~ in fayour of the 
Bill. If H' • hon. gent~ cm an says it i:-; a 
ri~ht tiling tD lC'gisla1c and flral sprc;fi{·all;. .. 
,~-]th nnv particular rnm]lBny. I do not agree 
with hin1, as I do not. think it is a right thiegr 
SubclansP (2) of clause 16 states-

'' The an1ount. of purchas0 ll10llCY pay~ 
able for th<' tra(lJWay by the trust upon 
th: a.:;;~un1ptiDn of O\YnPr~hip of the tra1n~ 
wa.v by the trust. and the basis or prin-· 
ciplc upon which the ·.ame shall be 
assc »sed. and the conrt or nPrson bv whom 
such pureha.se mane} sha 11 be a"ssessed. 
shall bP the same as if the compulsory 
purchase from the company wer~ made 
under the Tramways Acts, 1882-1890, aud 



the BTisbanG Trarrn; ays Act of 1913, and 
any ug-rccn1ents rradt:_. iu purs\J.anco of 
the l.::_~·t~rr1entio11'_:d ..._.:1.ct." 

Then it goe ~ on to sn y that tlw j ndgn1ent or 
order asse~~-31ng thr jJUrchasc ~hall state 
how it i t0 be p,,id. Then to this-

ha.si · or prin~iple upon ·which 
and court or pcrsf n by w·hmn such 
purchLse n1one) shall be assessed shall, 
in of any disagremnent or dispute. 
be · rmincd bv the Full Court of 
Queensland upon· the petition of the 
Mhistcr or the company, and su< h peti
tion 1nay be n1 c_d·.' at. a11y tirno after the 
passing of this Act." 

At 11.39 a.m., 
Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Speaker 
in the chair. 

The PREMIER: That is to clear up ambiguity 
--that is, if there is any objection. 

Mr. VO'WLES · Tlwv have to determine a 
ba:ie · 

The PREliiiER: The company does not object 
to 1t o far a• .. I know. 

Mr. VOWLES: I understand that it does. 
I understand that warnings are coming out 
here fro;,, the meeting in London, where they 
spoke a bout the determination of these mat
ters. Here is another comment-it is going 
back to the question of goodwill, and the 
question of a commercial value as against 
rC>p]acmncnt value-

,, This does not take any account of the 
crr:n~0rcial value, and we arc warned 
bdh b tlu chairm..tn and ::VIr. Haldin, 

that the l n1p3..ny requirr,., cnmpon-
suffi~ie:tt t0 return 10~ per cent., 

anc~ t113.,t. if ih:3 is not granted, the 
"'"ttcr · · lll be submitted to the Privv 
{ ~- unc~l for determination.'' ~ 

That ~~t- ainst their own jnterests. and jr, 
looks if this is done designedly to rob 
th ,, d their rights. 

The PR, .,._lER: 1'\o sueh thing. 

il.r. 0\\'"LES: Th tt is the basis on which 
th··:: can H)TfH_'al-tlu.·y , an only appeal on 
th<lt bn ~ i 

: It flhows how a rDmpany 
State. 

hlr. YUWLES: Xo. Th• principle to be 
cons~dcr· d .is '\hether 'n~ should -introduc·. 
ingJ .. if:.~ion to d':Jl specifit:.11ly v1ith a com
pan5·, or whether 1t should be of general 
appli·-' Should it determin<> the righh 
o~ OlL'0 thGf'0 right-, have been estab-
11:-:>J, .1 I~ is n confL•catjou and an intcrfcr-
P.' :._':eir right'-', and it js a principle I 

r·t I do not propose to speak 
on the o"'atter now, but I will 

rf ,,_ y fr!!t.hrr critic--m I ha·n to mak· 
to tc-r 

l\lr. F _T]ri"lJa,tr:): The 
t(•ad:. · :~tatod his objection 
le !'.•l in the Bill, anzl ht: 
nJ;.<(• "~<~id 1L '"-a" ag.-.in:-:t th!2 Bill in principle. 
rr'bc· '' !l' l~'ti'"OTI v ... ·hirh he gave for being 
oppn ,'d 7, the principl(· was that hr, a-; a 
c<•untr~- r· prPscnbtive and the l0ader of the 
Ccu·~tYy party. objec?ed to the expenditure 
of tfli HlOllj y for the ta,king over of the 
trarr·~· ,.nf! tf1e pr-.nrision of a duplicate rail
way · ~ocb·m in Brisbane, while the country 
,vjJJ have the re~ponsibility of finding security 
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for the 1110ney bcrrowcd. That is 0ne thing: 
that the> Bill J, o; not propose to do. It does 
nc,t impose up·m the people of the country 
aLy re~ponsibility in cor~lLLtion wjth ·what. 
r-- npc;;ditur· -·cill he brought about by 

c:.cqul"'.ition of t}y·. trarn_. The purposg~ 
the Bill is to put that re· ponsibility, not 

on the peopL cf the country, but on the 
fl"uple of th<' :'r< ~ which is s.;t·vcd by the 
trr>Jn\-..:ay operations. 

~Ir. FLE'l'CI1ER: )(ou n1ii3t::tk(' what he said 
~he did not Inean that. 

:-Ir. FERRICKS: The leader of the Oppo
ition w:;s entirely contradictory. It is

admitted bv ever"one that some alteration 
is nect3Bal'Y~ in thC tr..Am\vay system of Bris~ 
ham'. For some years past the newspapers 
have gi,-cn it out. and the man in the street 
has taken it up, that the Brisbane tramwa.y 
service was very near perfootion. It was 
given out that it was excellent as a, transport 
system; that it was ~asiiy the best in Aus
tralia, and that that was due to the opera
tions of a private concern. That was stated 
so often that people came to believe that it 
was true. A comparison of the conditions 
of travelling in Brisbane, bad as they wer& 
prior to 1916, show that they ha.ve become· 
mfinitely worse. Up to 1916 there was a diffi
cultv in getting tram accommodation during 
the "busy houro of the day-that is, prior to. 
the commencement of work in the morning, 
during th0 lunch hour, and again in the
afternoon. It is quite true that prior to 191& 
the traffic was congeste-d at those times, but 
during the past six years the congestion has
been accentuated, and overcrowding has taken 
place not only in the busy hours of the day, 
but in the central parts of the city it i& 
a1_most irnpo~';ible to find ~o,1ting accorrnnodaw 
t~on in the tnnno cct an'" part of the day, 
F rcn:1 Roma 'rePt ; ' the Valley, or frorr• 
1\orth Quay tu an.~: oi the near suburb~, the· 
;,__ ,ng.- tioH is so b. d 1hu .. an i1nproven1ent is 
J;cees ary. und son1e a1t·: ration of the system· 
r:u~t take pla' -?. 

Thr " Brief lli>tory ,., · ating to the Bris
b.tn,· Tr :td\vays fron1 29th No,-cmbcr, 1883, 
, ... 31st D, cc m bcr. 1919." iosued bv the· 
Prv1nic:;r, elnplL 3 ~i.)es '.vhat h11s taken" pla.cer 
n :Jarding the l')ll;;':'t -~tion of the tra111 service
in Brisbane ~n c )tnpari,.,_:n1 \Yith the tntnl 
scryices in the other capitnls of the Corn~ 
nv.,nwea!th. A Jittj,. t ... bh at th<· heck of 
this " BriPf 1-Ilstory ,. p-ivc.s a con1parative 
~l:atcrnc·"lt .sho\ving the nr:n1bcr rf <'Uro in uso 
in ~·~~ ~·ari?us syFtC'Hl~, ",._,ith inforn' ati~n 
rt'lating to tne numbC'r or pas3e~.gcr5. \i\' e
find that the number of cars connectccl with
thn }felbournc tranrways i~ 1,358, the avera::re 
nurnber of pp_ssengcrs carried per • tr per 
annum being 157,,;oo. In Sydney the number 
of cars totals 1,350, the awrage number of 
passengers c, ~rried per car per ann tun being 
234,702. :lney hLc'-l , population four ti1nos 
'hat 'f <ir• 1 ,,hich wili be ',crvod b·. the-
'lYJdPrtalkug \VG are TIU'\V d( ~1ling \vith . ., _\de~ 
laif1' ha' ISO cars. and the Yt:rage number 
of pn5= <·ngers ea rricd per car per annum is 
291,178. When we corre to Brisbane, ar:d see 
thi, ,p]endid service "hich is carried •jut 
with such precision, and which ha-, nfforded 
such comforts for it' patrons, we find that it 
h~~-s l ;'8 cars, and the avera~e number of 
pa.., ..,0ngcrs carried pe-r car per anrrun1 B 
332,327. 

Mr. FLETC"HER: You know why that is. 

Mr. FERRICKS: It is a shocking instance 
of the traffic congestion which takes place il1' 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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Bri:--.b tne, purticulady durin~:: th~~ pa;;t s1x or 
_:;;:cycn ., a1·s. 

Gov1~'RNl,rEXT :vlEl\IBERS: IIear, hear! 

:\lr. D'ERHICKS: There i a further dis-
lvhich I rui~ht 1nentjon for the 

benefit those \, ho arc~ alv. --<YS prnting about 
our up-tn-dat'2 and ex"_clle~'t trannvay service. 
The r~atillg acc.:onunodatinn in t<tl'h ctr in 
tl e capital citir-. of the o1hor States of the 
CrnniniJnwt•alth i far h1gher rhan the seat
ing accon1·~-1odation 1n the Brisbane cars. 
\\' 0 ltave the particulars here, so our 
authDrity is infallible, and the inforn1ation 
is the re -ult of inquiry by competent authori
tie:;;, Th~- seating proYision in the trains in 
use in Svdncv, Adel·1idP. nnd )lelbourne is. 
greatly j~l exCe--, of the '+at.ing provi~ion in 
the Dri~lH1ne trarr_l.;, In Sydne·, th0 n1unber 
of seats iu each car is eighty, "~\·hile the 
nu1nbcr of Eents in th~ Tirisbane car..:; varje-s 
from thi rtv-oix to fiftv-;ix. During- 1921 
the AdeLtiae Trnsr ordered flftv additional 
.cars, and if they had be' n iu" use during 
the '· c:u· 1920-1921 ·hL"; would ha Ye reduced 
·the ·_ay-c:rage nurnber of pasfcngcl's carried 
per cJr p"r annum from 291,178 to 230.515. 
Thtre we have it that in Adelaide 1hn
pro.-ided fifty additional C'lrs in ouc year. 
while in Bri~bane thPy have only proYided 
t"\VO new cars in six v cars. That sho\,·s that 
somcihing muct be ·done. The alternative 
vrcsenterl to our minrls Yvill br ,t.r oxan1ina
t.ion. The first alternative is Governutenr 
control. which ''as referr:·d to by the leader 
of the Opposition. The hon. geutlc,nan aid 
that ilw proposal laid down in 1hi.; Bill io 
a Yiolation of the platform of the Labour 
part.v. I am indebted to the hon. member 
for Bo•c·on for the production of this little 
booklet < Jntaining the rule;, anJ rf'guhttions 
of t1F1 Lah.Jur r.v-•rt_ ... ~, ~0 thai: \YC are n.hvays 
able to reftlte ·wild as,ertions of th kinJ 
which conlP frorrt h_~n. lhf tnlwrs opposite l 
find on looking up the l. Loc--1 Governrnent'' 
platfoTn1 0£ th' Austt·dlian Labour pnr1.y 
that pla:1k 6 of the General Rules n. ·Hls-

,, 1:\ll cornmunal cntcl'pris·~s. such 1s 
tramways. omnibuses, ferri0s. bathP. 
]i;.·htiri~, v .. ::tf-·r ;:;upply. antl nJ-~rt::c.;..-, to be 
<'unduci:ed «n 1 controlled b" 'he local 
authoritv." · 

Go. ERN:MEXT ~dE~.IEER·~: IL~tJ r, h· :tr: 

\1r. FERP.ICKS: On the question of 
Sovernn1ent control, hon. mPnb{~rs oan 
im:.ginc that, if the pre;~nt strap-hanging 
-conditions ,yhich aro orwratin: in the Bris
bane tr""ms. and -,-hich ·have been operating 
jn Brisbane during rf -'ent years, 1.vore co:n-

un'1Cr GoYernL·lent controL the people 
not snb1nit ~·.o thorn. VYould tho people 

::.:·lbnj_it to inconv·- nience and ovcr-
<'rowdi "~g no,v, and \vho ln ve been submitting 
to it fer a nnn1ber of years, submit to it for 
hY('nty-four hours if the trams were under 
Govt :nn1cnt control? I venture to a~sert 
thnt if the Gon2rnmrnt in1poscd such incon~ 
V(_nicnC'es on th-2 people as pri\-ate co1npa.nie~ 
do, then the people who provide the 
dividends would resent it very much, and 
would c:iYe the Government short shrift. and 
it would not be by means of mAre criticism. 
Bven from a mean political party standpoint. 
\Ve a1J ronember the critici~1ns of short
comings which were alleged to be ooerating 
in the post office when a Labour Government 
happened to be in power in the Federal 
arena. Complaints were lodged every day, 
and at every meeting of a local authoritv. 
and at every meeting addressed by poii
ticians on every platform-politicians not 

[Mr. Ferricks. 

identified with the Labour n1ovoment~ju::~t 
the post office \Vas unde1. th- juri~

of a (~en l'rnrnent th<t.t. was not out in 
intPt'r ,ts c,t' th~ ~apiLah~tic cla-·s. cotn

\Yf'rc nla d. c; a Lon t the~ pos;l~ oflic~. l t 
~J.l11l' v. ith the raih' a vs. \\'-hf'n the 

\.YPrc P.ndc.r tlH.' udLtini~-tratinn of 
1 h,~, G en ~ttd 
.a bout about 
th· nost ns a. 
La boiu~ Governrncnt take oontrol of thmiO 
ntilitjpo,. o.nd un loemur to do the right 
thing in th(~ intett'·ts of thB pcoplP. thev de 
not g12t a fair show from tbe vcr:y people 
1,:rho ,· :::'Hbrnittin·~ to th"sr in-c,Jnveni-
cnces. apart frorn that, the Premic'r 
pointr;d ou'_ f.1at t1 " propos ;l is to do tl1e 
rig-ht thing. and to pllt upon tho people of 
thP rn0tropoliL,n area the responsibility or 
1·isk. if t.herc is any, of providing for th0ir 
own transport. I say it i~ tho duty of the 
peoplE' in this an 1 to do this. Of whd con~ 
rer1~ is it to the pcoplf' Jiving in the Gulf 
or the people iiving in thP far \V, whether 
the harn service in BLisbanP is r-:nning 
:-·nloothi;~ or not? 

7\Tr. I\:~R~: They us-~ them. 

_·,tr. Ff~RR.ICICS: ~\nd they pa.: when they 
do lE:_' thcn11. 

GoVER:-: ·EX'l' ~IEMllERS: I-Iea'~ 1 hear! 

:VIr. l;'Et:RICKS: There are thouv.1.nd8 of 
pt•ople in . '.~. \V cot and the :'>Jorth who never 
w,o th. Brisb~~nc t.rami3. and if t.ho Go' .~rn
ment tak ~ on-,r the Brisb;ho trams, the 
Cc:n•rnmcnt will be equally jtFtified m 

rablishir1g· a tr Jnnv ,y service in Normanton1 

or :-tny other outsid.~ pl1ce. 
ntlt"r altC'rnatl"-e is an (•xtension of the 

franC'hi~~e. I "· a 1 verv intJ?resterl 
he Pr,·:·1lier'~ sr) ~.,•eh on~'" ednesda2 

tJ h0:1r his forcible s1- 1t··rnent of the 
Tlw argument which ho put forth 

anv opposition frorn hon. members 
:~e .j nst the proposals of the Govern-

mcr:t. rcnviction was borne out and 
c.~nflrn~t .1 1norning aftor listening to the 
q,eeeh { f tlH· lea.der of th0 Opposition. 

\Vhat v.o: ld be the position if .a renewal 
nf tl1,• t.'ompany's franchise werz; granted? 
\Ye rna reasonably F{pcc-t. notwi+h~tanding 

it h;~s 'l._:on' noth-ing- d;,_1rin .5 rcc:ent yt>:r~'L, 
\vith L rcne·wal of franrhisc. for 

t'",:enty-one years. company would 
f!lak~' ;1 tcmnorary putting do·vvn 

Put cyen ]f t}-_·~_t \ the 
wm:Id be o tlP all 

tratnY; J_y 
~. ould ~go in 

v:hich \,·otdd 
an1ount of reYt-:nue 

greatest p1 ofi t, & nd thu he.st 
community at large Bnd tJ,o 

\\-ou1d b0 an of!tircly -~' ·•fL'1-

jf they \V' ro coi1eidri"'-d 

~:Ir. FLETCHER: That \Yould. he th--- ~~r:;t; 
consic1eratioi:. 

2\1r. FERRTCJ(S: If 
carried out in 1-l:o past In 
the c01nrnunity. \V<" \Yould not 
ing ridjculous po~:-ition vvhich ohserv~ in 
thP transport operations of +hf' mlLropolitan 
area. 

Mr. KERR: That is , ctU'ed by your inte;;--. 
feren.ce 

lifr. FERRICKS: It was done bC'fore we 
ever had. power to interfere. If we had had 
power to interf~re, we might have done Borne-
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thing. If the hon. lclember looks at the route 
of tht) Clavheld tram3, I venture to assert 
that he will find tha' the distance between 
that line and tlw railv:J. v do os 
nut a vera se ""lit"' e a-quarter of a lYiilo. 
The tnnu ~tv is runnl, ~· iu direct competition 
'-rith the rai1-w~t\ line and tr) ing to cut intJ 
raih -ay receipt-": 

:\1r. :·.~LETCHEH: That is not c'Jrrect. 

Mr. FEH.R ICKS: true Dn the fac of 
rt:. laid do· 1 n to 
sc;n-e which had 
not ·a;, run close 

a GoycrnnL...-I~·- raih'.-av I thiuk 
time ht1 arriy :d~has Dune arrived--

he pnt to buildin6· 
of trarrl"·ay on those princi~)lcs. 

:.\Ir. J. Joxrs: ·Your ar;o:un1ent i·" that the 
tnlln8 ~hDukl go ~,Yhcre thC people are. 

:Yir. FEIUUCI\:S: ~.ly argument is that 
the trams should go to dif3tricts by routes 
which would serve th0 people in the Lest 
interc~ts of the com1nunit:' as a \vhole, and 
tlu t the conl]HUly should not be allowed to 
pick :r1d cboo~e and go anywhere it like~ in 
1.111 C'ndPaYour to a( u.Lnula ~ 2- a total profit of 
c£1.377.746. That system has no regard to 
~-h-) gtneral \n.:>lf<lre <:t all: Ltlt. of course, 
au priYatc conc, 1.·n would do thL sa1no thinc.:;
if it were allowu~. 

I£ the co1npa11~" i.Y~1nted an (~xtc~~s1on of its 
:trunchjse under v1·dinarv conditions it \Vould 
lH' bad c1~ough. and ~\'C would OJJP(\ n it 
·,I ·o·1gly: but, when we find i·hat it wanb it 
on the condition outlined in the Pren1ier's 

I say that any 1nCrnber of this 
oppose, tl:e acquisition of the 

trar11:-, by thf' lor :d authorities i8 opposed to 
the best inteJ' 'sts of the people, anJ that ha 
is wor~.;:ing in the cap{talistic interest, no 
matter lv1w h m a·: veil his attitude or · :>c.k 
to hide his nndf'rl~·ing n1otivc.s. He cannot 
get H\o·ay fro!n the fact that, aftc:r all, tht~ 
prcsr·Jt conL.ltiotP r:rc such that 11') thinking 
Tnan \Yotdc~ dtrc to g-rt up nnd Hlpport thcrn·. 
The PrPmier poiJ.L 'd <Jut that the company 
propoet>,d \YLJt· is kno\vn as the "Chicago 
plan." I think we might Pasily rc11~rd them 
i.tS )Jcing the " Ch,ir:q:;o joke." ~'he colnpany 
Bcc."::<S, rwt t>:; us~:ud -;vor1nng experFc' 
and the: of its plant. which ha3 b<:>cn 
5ct do·;, n at n ,.t1 ry high figure, t'ut it alF0 
r("quir(;s a 5 p('r ct:rlt. allowance for .1ny new 

pitn I t1wt rna:;.r bP required, and 10 per 
c nt. O\",'r that tD provide for supcrYision. 

the> c "1lital value ha'l the:l l; ·c.' a 
it eels out to fmd 'he profits. 

of all mkrs off ~n 

g-at 
capit1l 

ln it rLo 
pr:r cent. fer getting 
it has got }n that. 

"Vle "\vill rriYe 
,\on 25 fH'r cent. of the ~:et profit f0r tr·n 
•cnl" and after t'llt 5'1 per cent. of th net 
Drofit-: for tho rrn1nind0r of the- term of 
t,v(ntv~ono \·Jar::." I sa-'"'. vvithout ar1·v fr-1r 
of cOntrad~ction, tha~ ~ any person~ who 
exaYnines that pro!1osal n1ust tome t'J thr> 
conclu,ion that it is preposterous in the 
extreme that any concem should ~ttP•"'1nt h 
impoce such a condition on the commt1nitv. 
After it has accumulated prDfits of £1.377.746 
and a capital value Df £1,637,000-although 

in st.arfing- t J!"IC_'rn it probabl,y {_Ed not 
lJlit 111 mud} £300,000------

::\1 r. !-=:P-.WA>f : £380,01J0. 
At !3 noon, 
Tl1 ~ Sp;,~, KKR r( 1Utncd tht eh aiL 

that 
propo q_ls are 

they are 
sc\~eral little 

w..,nts attended 1 

acceptance o~ its '· Chicago 
v· _:nts to be rcmov ~cl f1·om the 

o,1er ~hoP of_the Prr.G.t cring FreYC'r1tion Act, 
notvnthstandmg that the leader of th Oppoci
ticn himself t~)1!s U3 th'lt in the la··t YOal· t1F'V 
\Y01.'C a hi- to s:10"' a. 11ct profit o( £92:C·J6. 

\'Ould have i-,rd at1 extra £10,000 but for 
arLit ·ary int,,· .:.·f!1 TeneF of the Corrunis

of Pric "3-I arn using figurP,- avail-
fronl 01Vl1 report to the annual 

g'l'HCrzd Do h.Jn. n1ernhers opposite 
n:ain" ,tin that such a condition of thlng:; 
~ ~-ctdd <:on~:ir1ue? H i" not even w decent 

prop0'al. If it were. I should 
first of ;.i! 'unh lo 1/Gt a high 

t on capital inftatc'd by the 
t,) son1ething in t}l,-, vicinjty of 

fro1n a basic of £380,COO, aud 
VV::lll'-'d to d1'duct all -..vorking expensee, 

t·t:,::e'3, n.nd so 0~1, dcpreci:1tion. and 
rc'nC\val~ amo;_··1ting to 14 rwr cent., and 
i11tcn t on all th:tt capital, and then it kindly 
condP-e.Pncb to ~iv, to tho GoYernment 
25 per c t1t. of d1' r:mainint:_, net prof!ta 

:_-_\·en 
the 
fr r 

cars ar d 50 per c2nt. for the 
A :sun:ting, for thEi.'. 

:·nch a propo ,'ll \Y:IR 

cr:ncoive of itg being 
nv.tch lc.s::; acccpt.cd

br! i he position ten years hcbcc? 
it ha'. been durin?," tr ,, p:Bt 
or ten yca.r": that is to sac') 

oJlV, 1vi'h a rc::C;' al of j~- franchi-E,J 
V he -on yr, 'rs, \voulJ raake a 

.,irun;, i' 
dcy-n 

and thr:n qui?tly .~utto:a 
no {urth·T lllCGnt.:~ve-I 

n. nH .1nhers opposite call 
cxtcn-ions and keep it

generally in a 
GoYorntnert 

-y-;·ouh1 
0nd of 

but 

and con-
\Vorlc ) 

bnck the ren1aJ lling 1 
draw ic' 50 per cJnt. of the profits, 

t.·o havjng its preYiou:3 hugn 
If hen. m Inbcr:3 opp1' .-ite nrc 

to tho engineering ·which ha:• 
gone on nn ath:nnpt to rYlanuf'J_cturc an 
objection to this proposal, with the idea that 
the,· un ,Jin~ to gain political kudos Dr 

snp.port, r':. venture to assert that theh· cas.; 
i, w had that it will not etand even an 
attempt at justification on any platform in 
this State. 

It appear.; to me that hon. members oppo
site have not given sufficient thought to the 
proposal for the local authorities to acquire 
the trams-which is the third aspect to 
which I deqire tD refer. Under the system 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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of a~1uh- -.:uffragc 
the 

ne" t<..• the :::atisf:~ction 
j., the p--uple's. O\Yll 

PlPcted to ccnn1-ci1 1-_non 
hP--1:-::.. c::J.n de. the rn~ 

·du nut 
al1 -~he pe0plc jt 

]'_t. .. ' Illl!l tht~~ 
an adult f lfir .g':' 

c:f the tru::;t to 
opPr:lte the cOtH ~rn ln i o£ the 

One of thr 
llt<Ccs·~it.v £or pl-_ 

lo< ... 1 authoritil s is rcfertl'L 
\V hi eh 1nakes proyision for 
of a general st;ht.•mc 
'va; construcuo~l) c·xtnnsion. 
It is set forth in wh ., a 
p1·· pD~,al ior an -.,Le trust 
will not haYo the choosing of roe..:e for 
th~t. e4.n·~1s,ion-~ui1<~ rig.Jt_tly .-:;u, in 1ny 
opln_·on. Th:: (;.oy·-~T.nor Jn Cuurh tl will 
appojnt a.n ..._\Js1sory Board ol exverts-mcn 
"v~o a,ro in a position to jud~u, , nd Trl.o 
vnll ~uggest in v.·hi.;h dir1 <-'tion fhe cxtcnsiun 
shall be c. rriccl out~ hnsing regard to the 
best intor£.'7s of the o: .J!"~ Llnnih and the 
general wc~far.._~ of the peop~ ~ :~ '' ho!c 

Mr. KERR: And not cts d~cided bv the 
r. prcsfmtatives of the pcopk? · 

~lr. :E'ERHIC'E:S: If 1hJ' ronre:,entat.ivc.;:. 
of t~1c ptv)ple ar"' not sati>f ·,1 .,,·]th the 
members of their tru c, th-'y havr: th, ir 
ren1edy, brcauS~:-' th ·y hl.;ve t:dul; :::uffragc. 
Ho~1. m em hPrs on the other side nrofcr:s to 
be chunouring- for th~.' cxtr>n"ion of ~th~ trarn
ways in part-ic·rbr dic;;1Ti< ~s: th~'Y say it i<:i 
a ne-cessity; "'r--t here they AI' 0 Ol·'.lDsin;-:r this 
pr« ;1( sal an-d arc endeavouring to foist on 
the con1munity gcncra11y a Yi"tual t:vin:-'" up 
of f'Xtf'nsion: bc;,_~'l.USL'. frorn thn nro-
posa1~ rontainPd in th0 · 
pLrpo:-. 1 \YU- ., td."' to t'F~ askrng-
i.J: th(' ( GLlpany, if it\~ 1 3 ~~r;tn.-fr,d a. TPIJew~d 
of franch1< . : hc;n~d ;,_;hoc;;<"""~ i:-·-.: o\\ n FV\·'C'et 

tin1o for prosecuting a.:ly rxton..:Jion<;<, or :or 
expending any rnouey o 1 labo·.1r or n1L-tcrial. 
Vir+--ally it -\ynuld b·- in n posi~ ion not to 
ml1.kc any extensions at a11. 

In r0gaTd to the "Ger·:n1l Sehcme," it is 
not only ddcnsiblc bnl highlv commendable 
that. som~' burly should giv0 ·cdrc ·tlrns t-·J 
thP 1a""Ving out of tram\" a,·, U'utc. in 
tion or in furtherance of t.lH• vst.em. 
we ._~,on1d not have the g-rent ar::omaly 
f'Xi.;-ts-H~ I have pointed out-in rc~a.rd t1) 

the Cl ... yfit>ld liDo. ,vhlch hr11 1-c n rcpra~0d 
on . othc•r cuhnrbnn h· ard rn-iJ-
"\Y<l\ 1je3 thfl ... '~lr;u~ rot Pxi t, 
·~11d whi\'1 are not in tho :nh~r~ ~L· of the 
pcrple. I Ycnture to that hon. ->'~f'1D-
h<>r:s ,,,111 U"'e -.; ?~ t n~ ,_ ·-r0fug:: 
in :~upporting a bad en>'(' n "on to r 
proy1()~al .... vhlrh is .r) :-·*ror;g i!· ~ !lnnnt 
br f·onnt~'T' d 1-J~V tlw s~ ;gnn, 
"n fer the lnntter t0 people!" 

~lr. T{T:rG: VVh ·t i-· wrcmg 1vit.h ~hat'? 

~ 'r. FT'TIRTCKS: T will 
wrong xith i_j_ ln 'his er ~c. 
the <'it fer tl I'\ pils: E"ix c·r •oven 
he, n ,_.lrt·.Ia llv sitt.fng C1n ton of 
in thP I m _, honre of the <.k>, 
~horia""c of trn: nYr fl.C'( 

.:.'ln71(•t. f'Y( n get. stnndin~ rcorn. 
·da.v's wor~ .. on ihc v.rharyc~, 

'' h ie 
pcopl o£ 

·ve" , .. , havn 
~ wh 0H1PT 

tn th~ 

or sho::s, rnan\ of the·~+ p 
waits ~P th0 ~JrP.' ~: cornC'r~ they 
ab1c to g<~t s-tnndinp- ~-·cC("'Yl!11o·r1:,·tion. let 
rdon-: slttinp: fl<·.·omn10dntion. Th~J prc,}J_osa1 
to rdcr this Bill J·o the p< op}o ;, not g-onnmc; 
i+ i·.: n?f ~<'tuated by t·Tl:V dc·ir; io _obtair; 
on mr!JCntJOn of \Yhnt the peopw tlnnk m 
th0 matter. It is mad' n1;1,in1y with a vi(W 
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to sidet,r~cking th_e i"3Uc, tc ])'lttjng off thE' 
propc.:;al nt a_u cnd'.:-aYuur to (•nablu the c1rn-
pa11Y to. obt.a1u cxtcn·ion o£ its franchise. 
\\"l1-~n t~1e . . ne T_ranHva:.,~ Comp::~ny 
, th".t 1t. hue!, cc l'"to~ at the htad of 

1_~10 rh, ·,- nen 1. Lwughb ., b.at the 
{,-overruncnt we_ro fin.JrL !ally c:mb(1rra' ·'?d, it 
lJl'Ol_D...,cd t0at It :: hould be tf .. e judge \V hen 
~·ny. ~xt.Cl1'-I011 c:f the tranl\Y·ay systen1, any 
add1honal cqurprncnt, or anv ._.dditional 
building should take place. • 

::\Ir. ELPlll~Si'OXE : \Y{TC not ou a cup-
porter of the InitiatiYc and Hcferc;ndum Biil ·~ 

Mr. FERRICKS : The compo.nv was to be· 
the judge of when money was sufficiently 
clK~p and when labour and material were 
at a suitable price for the carrying on of those 
op:ratlon~. It could ~tring thofB matters 
oYer the grc<.t0r portion of tb0 first ten yearo, 
and when 1t rt ach> d the halfway stage it 
could button up its pockets and defy tht 
GoYcrnn1ent, an~.:l make the Gov-erument carr, 
on the tramwaY services at their own risl~
re,ponsiLlity, and expense. It did not want. 
a referendum then, and it does not want one· 
now. It knows that, if it can dclav this. 
proposul, there will b~ time to fan ;Jp an 
<antabon through the columns of the ·dailv 
l're". These people who are objecting to a. 
trust-:the mc:nben of the Brisbane City 
Counc1i,. who say that the:,' are not capable 
of earrymg r-n a concern like this-are self· 
confessed]/ inefficient. The confession co1nf-~ 
stra_ngc-ly from many of thc;,e great kings of 
bunncss and trade. \Vc who are accused of 
being profes:;;ional politicians because we 
devote the 'rhole of our time to the line of 
life which are following, are sneeringl:y
refcrrcd to as ha;,;ing had no bus1nP"S train
ing, ar:;-1 as bcin& _incapable of exan1ining 
propcJ,<:tJ-: ,uch as tn1s \vhc:1 i.hev co1ne before, 
th' Chamber for disou cion. ·on the other 
b ~rd, \YP ha \'8 kings of tra·cL.~ and conunerce 
-·-rn '1 of grca_t busin~·':iS at,Ll111en supposedly,. 
who o.rc makmg plam to the world that 
wit11 ~]] their business training, with all thPi; 
Pxpernnc- of trade and commerce with their 
cc,:Jll)~n,_ d i _ tf'llcct and blpincss p~wcrs, thev 
rrr not (':_\ p~ hle of taking on and running a 
r0nccrn li':c this. H is a gocd thino· to know 
on~)s limitations; but it is a poor 

0

thing for· 
any man, ,,-hen he is trying to get into. 
Pn dia1n.u:t, to prato of hi15. busineso; ability 
and traJnln'1, and_. when he JS bowinr- to tlH 
,vill of crpitalis1n. to sa;.~, "I am inC~pable; 
I am tr·to.llv inefficient." They are thee lasc 
pcoplr from whom that confePsion should 
r·ome; it ; hc1ld be kft to others to say that 
the·· ha Ye nr t the g-reat busin0ss acumen and 
bu,im- probity that they claim to posse<<,_ 
\Yhc•n {·he~r .-:a.v 1t thcm·~clvcs. when they go 
dt ·-\'f!~·fiQ'ur .. tively spc~aking-into the dust 
, "cl "\Vc are afraid to take on that 

it is too big for us." my advice 
wunieipal elcctJrs of the metropolitan 

Br'a is tho.t. thE'y should change tho per
,·o::nc•l Gf thc'ir local goyerning bodies. 

GoYER~AIEXT 11E~.mERf;: IIe:t.r, hear ! 

]\,fr. Cor.LrxR: Put in ordinary, common 
~--,r·n. 

I\Ir. FEHRTCI{S: Th0rc is one fl_·ahnB of 
1 L· B111 h1c:h I f:hou1d likr to have seen 
brtt;•red. ancl that is in reg-ard to th" corn· 
pany's employees. I refer to those men who
,. prP members of the Briebane Tramway.< 
rnicn prior to 1912. w c all remember thfl 
general stri;<·c of 1912. Notwithstanding that 
the c:1mpany that year distribute-d amongst 
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,:its fortunate shareholders a share of profits 
llnounting to £75,000, the n1anagemcnt 

cbn<"tcd to the employees forming a union, 
and objected to paying any increased wages 
the un1on might claim. All the men who 
struck on that occasion were ostracised by 
the Tramways Company, and they have been 
ostracised eYer since. 

'VIr, l'oLu:-;s: Shame ! 
.\h, F EHRICKS : It might be said that 

it is ,, long time to remember the strike of 
1912; but it has not been too long for the 
comnanv to remember that not one of those 
,men" who went out of employment on account 
of the general strike was to come back into 
its sm·vice agam. They have not gone back. 
lVIanv of them do not want to go back. I 
belie\·e 570 went out un strike. Some of 
them, unf01·tuna tcly, are dead, and others 
are incapacitated. That reminds me that, 
when speaking of depreciation claimed by 
.the c Jmpnny, no depreciation is allowed to 
the >vorkers who break down through tho 
strain of motor driving. ::Vlany of those men 
would not go Lac1c to the company if thev 
had the opportunity, because they have done 
infinitelv better ilincc. Th0 rights of those 
men who '"' nt out in 1912 Rhoultl be pre
sened, eo that, if they want employment, 
the,· c-an obtain it as soon as this concern 
-js ,:ei• aced from the control of the Brisbane 
Tramway Compcny. I hope that it will be 
able to do that, and in Committee I will 
endeavour to gl; as near as po.ssi blc to it. 

Mr. KERR: \Yill the hon. member gi \'C 

the mnployees representation O'l tbe tru~t' 

Mr. FERHICKS: I have no objection to 
the pertinent question of the hon. member. 
I am speaking from tho Labour st,wdpoint 
when I ea.,v that I think representatiou by 
employees on boards of control of industry 
is not a good thing in the interests of tbc 
workers, and I will endeavour to show why. 
The most that the wol'l<el" can obtain on a 
body such as a trust is one representathrc 
elected bv his fellow-workers to place befoO'o 
tho boanl or trust the desires and necessities 
of the stuff. I,, seems, on the fac-e of it, 
to be V' ry fea "iLle, and a thing that ,-;ould be 
very beneficial to the e :1ployees; but I take 
thr- ':ie-Y~ that 8.. rcpresentati \'C of the tram
way crnp1oycc Ol' any other srction of 
workers on u board of directors controlling 
an inr:lt1·.try, lr:ing in a hopeless rninoritv 
by }nn·ing onl. one Yotc out of eight, as 
·, :mlcl be the >vith this truet, v:ou!d 
re1.lh· the conduct o£ affairs. 
Ou tlw he '.ronld null if, what-
C\ er dl'cctive rt!sult-., 1night bo brougl~t about 
bv th<: work 'rs' organi :at:on out~ide. Does 
tlic :House Pot .~ec- that that rcprc~:._,ntatiY0 
on the t n .-- ~,yc:n1d be Phorn of all povi'Cr, and 
v,ould not the shfi' cc• ,,,rally be told, "\Vhat 
are you gl'O\Yling <::be ut'? ·You ha Ye a reprc
BcntabYe 011. the trust." 

l\lr. FLETf 1-JER: The~· han~ plenty of repre
sentatives here. 

l'Ir. FEHRICKS : And thev need them, 
tco. wh<'fl thc,y haYe ,such scions of (apital 
as the hon. ~·ontL~man. 1\1nny cornpanies do 
admit one of the >Yorker·; to sit on their 
board of directors, but they know he is 
powerless and cannot achiene anything, and 
it onlv nnllifieo the effect of outside 
.organis'Utions. 

Mr. KERR : The hon. n;ember must 
rem em bcr that the trust will have already 
been appointed b:; the "·orkers. 

Mr. FEHHICKS: I han' ginm the ground 

of n1y obj,ePtio.L I aza prep:Lred to ?tan~ b_y 
that objc,;tio;,, becau'e I do not thmk it IS 
in the be~'v intcrc6t13 of the '\sorkers. ai~hough 
the 0mplo~; c.es ,.:.an1etirnes 1nistakonly cl::unJur 
for it. It is Ploselv ak1n tu the sy·,,tmn of profit
sharing, which we are told is a good thing 
for the workers. \Yhy the employers hke 
profit-sharing i;; b•_Hl,,e the man on top con
trol~ and he can sa v how much of the 
proilts shall be shared' amongst the workers 
and how much he shall retain for himself. 
He is the judge. The Bill should be open. to 
verv little opposition. and be met w1t)1 
no ;crious hostilitv. '\.s I interpret the posl
tion I understand that it is claimed that 
ther'o will be goodwill claimed in _connection 
with thi·, t 'flC,:ru. I a111 :not go1ng to say 
"Yt /' or '·!\a" on that question; it is 
not for me to say. I am not going to p_re
surno to SPt n1~,' opinions on that quos~1on 
agaiJn:i',· tho dcri:..;ion \vhich rnig-ht hP arnved 
at bv the tribunal that will determine the 
matter: that is. th<J Full Court of Queens
land. Assuming, for the nke of argument, 
the Full Court fixes the basis of paym~n.t. 
That payment i, really not cmnpensahor_t. 
:"<o contract is broken bv this B1ll. It Js 

;nerclv a refusal to rene,;v the franchise of 
the company and to do someth!ng else. The 
company has run its course.. ;L'he leader of 
the Oppo,ition 'ays that th1s 1s tantamount 
to confiscation. but there is no confiscabon. 
The question of the purchase money-I u~e 
that term ratlwr than eompenoation-wlll 
be decided bv the Full Court. The Full 
Court will decide whether there is any good
will or not. It will not be competent for 
either side to appeal against the amount of 
payment awarded. Supposing, for the sak;e 
of argument. th<' court dee1des that there IS 
no goodwill. and bases the purchasing amount 
on that fact. and then fixes the amount; the 
Government may be dissatisfied, or the com
pany mav be tliiisatisfied. but they can only 
appeal on the orw question, aud that is not 
on the amount aY' a Nlcd. but on the bas.is of 
asscssrnent. 

:\fr. ELPli!XSTO;;E : The court is not sup· 
posed to fix th0 amount. The court has to 
decide the jp,jc of arriving at the amount. 
That is the court',: function under thn B1ll. 

~Ir. FERRICKS: I think the court has 
to d:·ciclc whe1hcr there is good-,-,·j]j or not. 

:1Ir ELPH!XSTO:'\£: But r::ot the a1nount 

:'dr FERRJCKS: There cannot be an 
appeal to thA Priy:,· Council on the amount. 

l\lr. KIXG : Cih, ''Cc. 

Mr. :FERRICK:'O ·, On the basis. I belieYe 
that this Bili in the intcrr .\' of the 
peoole a , and I bdievc. if it 
is C "l thl' Go,~C'l'!l.rtlPnt w·ill bP con-
fcn·ine· R ; ,con on the tn.1 Yelling pablic, 
not c:1lly nf the 1l1t'll'Ol10litan area, bnt 
on tbe pcopL of Queensland generally 
who visit BrisLane occrtsionall_v. \'\'hen the 
leader of the Opposition protested ag:amst 
the fan~s in conlpar1son \Vlth the ra1l.way 
fares, he did ilot mention thRt at hohday 
tiine it is ""he custon1 of tb,-, Raihvay Depart
tncnt, nnJ ahvo-.:s ha.; been, to issue excurM 
sion tickets at rnduced. rates, "\Vhereas on 
those ocf '1sion:s t.hP 'rrannvays Company 
doubles the coct of its s~n-ice. I sincerely 
trust that the Bill 'Yill pass without much 
criticism. and I believe that, when it is in 
operation, it will result in tramways for 
the peoplP. and the members of the trust 
will know that, if they cannot do any better, 
tlwy cannot do aw- worse than the present 
company. 

Mr. Perricks.] 



1590 B,"isbane Tramway Trust Bill. [ASSE:1Il:lLY.] Brisbane Tramtcay Truct Bill. 

: I 'honlu· like, at the 
our~~~"'>tJ express 1ny. appreciv.~ion 
of th cxposit.ion g1v0n hy th0 
Pre;ulcr se' and-reading· ::peech. ...:ls 
the le :dcr of tho Opposition says there has 
been a gooJ deal of discussion in the Parlia
rnent of C:tuC'cnsland of late years in connec
t:on \Vith the Tran.tv)-ays CrHYJpany's busines"', 
and l hayc no hesitation in saying that f!_ 
good deal the lcgi lation that has been 
l'a:.•,cd a good de·tl of the legislation 
propooc•d in connection with the company 
ha::; cnn:-::eJ a ,tign1a to r0st. on the fair 
11arnc nf QneL·n~1and. I think the present 
Bill. tn a C(•rraill extent, -.,vill tend to \vipe 
oyuv th. digma, and I hope to ece such 

;:\" CJc:t that any discr<~dit that 
~t'd on the Stnt> of Quu•nsland 

in ,,ith ll'lst legislation will be 
absoJutrl_,,- rc:~uo,·ctL 

Hkt' to tli~cn-: t.hi~) Bill fr01n 
Yi· ·qJOink In the i1rsc place, l 

should likt• H) di -:u it fn)Ju 1Le Yil ~~.-point" 
of the j~1st ri;hts of thr- cornpany, not only 
i!t f.o far as rnav be ll~-· -s:- -ry for the uur· 
JlOS' of sakgua.rding r.he in.terests of ·the 
c•rnpany, but a.Isr) in ~o far as their jw:t 
rigln . ., are concerned. and so far as the rights 
whi{'h havv bcr-n co1lferred bv their charter 
arc LJI1Cf"J'Il('d. I do not ask fOr the company 

more then it is entitled to. and I do 
c1airn for a 1n01nent that the cornpany 

is going to get rnore than it is entitled tu. 
But I do hope th,• company \Yiil get a just 
deal so that this stigma ,v,bich ha, been 
ufjainsr- US in the past \Vill be l'0ffiOYed Ol1C8 

and for all. 
W c know that there were l\Yo Bills befnre 

this HolF0 ~ollJe tin1e np:o-one providing 
for a rednrtion of farLs, and the: other f(;f 

the coinpulsory acquisition of thP tranl'~. 
The Bill pr<widing for a reduction of fares, 
which "3.S brought bPfore us first, was 
intended to rf'clnce the incmn,c of the com
pany, and. therefore, reduce the value of 
t1w tnun,,-a~. as a going concrrn, and th(•ll 
the G<n·0rnn1cnt could come in afu~rwards 
and gef it at their own price. That \\ 1s 
!lOT creditable. HowcYcr. that Bill was not 
pasoed, and the other Bill that was passed is 
t,, be repealed by this Bill. That i< one of 
the~ rcD.~Dns 1-vby I vvelcotne it. 

The Pren1ier in his sceond-rPacling "Sl)f'f-, h, 
i-:1 n)ply to an inteqe..:tion, :;:aid that h? 
thoutrht the righh of the compen:v we-re fully 
prr>q-rvf>d. I b"licn __ he ·do0a think but 
p ·rsonully I do not think the ri,;hts the 
company are fully prcscrvr .J. -

The PnE·nER: \\"'}Jerc do you suggf they 
arc not? 

The Pn)nJic·r in hi~ :",C'Cond-n ::-pf't:chl 
L.t_'nts 1-:hirh I hupc to c irrulntc. \n:kome 
the Bill becau--c, it is going to }H) a U1f'a.n.s 
of pnr:..;ing~althongh JmC~\:.hat laro in the 
dn~:~QuPcn~1and of the <.:i_ns of repudiation 
v;hirh \Ye-re lll'PYious1y con1n1htec1. and is 
going to rc-stor0 the COlTIJl8.n:v + J the statns 
it. occupied nndcl' 1ts origir::1l ('hart~r. l t 
i::< quite. probabl0 thnt th0 reason f.or tho 
introdncrion of this Bill is to rehabilitate the; 
g-cod natnc of the G-o,~crnlnont jn fina.nc!a1 
drdes in thf' old countrv. I sincerclv hono 
that that is one of th(' 1:casons for itS lntrco
tlnction. 

The PnE::.ITER: I can assure ...-~ou thr.t that 
ha~; nnt ~nfluencc-d the G-overl1n1cnr. 

:\Ir. KIXG: I r.m POl'l'Y to lwar ihe Pr.c
IYlier say ~o; I gaYc hirn credit for better 
motiYes. I thought he recognised that 
Qne~'nsland was un<-kr a clo d , n., he 

fJ!r. E.ing. 

was going to remoYe the cause. The definition 
uf .. tran1way" is c _mfinl'J 1o the additions 
and extcn:::io;Js duJv authorised. In previous 
d ·hates I gathered. that there arc some addi
tion::_. or ('xten:-;ions iucladcd iu the tran1\'t .1.y 
SY~tr-·n1 Y\ hiC'h lHLVf~ not been authorised. I 
rlo not know what thev are. but those addi
tions, w.hate.-er they ·are, haYe been nsed 
and are being mwd in the buJinQss of the 
cornpany, and the:r have been Jictated Ly 
tlw uccessitie' of the ua!lic o:. the tram 
lit:t.'S. If thcae unauthorised extensions 
< <>nnot be used. it is obvious that the oper;l
tionc; of the trud \YiJl be und.ulv harnpered, 
and the llosition of the eon1ptuiy, ,, ·hich iF 
tht' ovrncr of the-se unauthoriscrl extension·" 
Ol' additions, will al'"-J b(' a.u arnbiguons one. 

The PR.:..:\l.;ER : Do yon thiuk they onght to 
b---. taken oYer? 

::\Ir. Kl:\G: Ccr tinly ,•o. 
Th·' l'1r '!!ER: On 11·ha t basis '1 

:-Ir. ICI:\G : I \Yould 11ot sa v for a n1o1nent 
tlw_, in conn.___ction ""'"'' 11-h unrnlthorised o~den
,.ir..,s. an. thing honld be .. llO'i-c d for good
will. but th· v cchould be taken nver at the 
rnarket YahiL'~. 

The PRE:i!ER: Suppoeo the trust paid 
Y. hat it cost to con,truct. these unauthori8,~d 
a.dditiou \Hlulcl that be snfficient '! 

..\Ir. KI:\G: I think the trust ought to 
pay wh,tt it ''"ould cost to replace them. 

The PRr,)JlER: That would be a great deal 
more than the additions cod tho company. 

:1rr. lZI~Ci;-: 'The whole basis of eompens;"I
tion should be the cost of replacement. The 
companv will haYe no right to nse thew 
unauthOrised extension~. although it is the 
owner. Th2- question also arise~ as to ho-w~ 
far •he company ill ha.-e the right to 
r( moye tht. ~e additions. 

The PREMTER: I am quite prepared to 
make proyision in the Bill for the trust to 
tak" them OYCl' and to pay the comparty 
what they cost. 

..\h. KI:\G : Then I will not soy any more 
about that. Th· t SN'ms to me. so far as 1 
ra.n ~~athcr n' prest~_,_lt: to be a fJir~r <-'lTan~e
Incnt. The :Home Sccrc-tar~-, ·when 111trodncing 
the Bill, said-

'· The ,._collll part of tho Bill deals 
with 1-he ac;111i.•ition of th0 2.vsten1 as it 
llOW :::rand,,. ' 

I-I(~ also sa;,J_ 
•· The-re is no departure from the 

original Act ~o far an_y riohts are 
cotJccrned. Under Bill compenw· 
tion will be based on the rights nt· 
pc_,,,.?rs \Yhicl;, the colllpany has in tlw 
ongmal Act. 

Thi~ question ~ 11otdd be p1n.ced br,:-ond all 
donbt.~. nLl the PJerniE'l' has giYPn us the 
n...:stu:\11(· that. so far as these unauthor!~cd 
l'Xt ---nsiDns and additions r- re concerned, hG· 
"'"-i1l rn~.ke a. rca301Htb1c propo2ition to tha 
cotlpan=,-· L.,..nJes, the P<?siti0n is clearly 
dPfmcd, , or an undcr--tanding cotne to, this 
arnbig-nous rlau;_0 1\ ill be n~ed against the 
cm11pfiny 1Yhcn jt goc::; into court, and, on 
the qLH stion of the a~scsBrrlf'Ilt- of purcl.w.se 
rnoJw•-. even the hands of the court mtght 
be ti'c·d in its interprehtion of the. defim
tion. Talking about tlns . defi.mtwn of 
"tram\\·.;vs." I think that the mterpreta
tion is in' tho wrong place. 

'l11e PREMIER: 'l he solicitors of tho com
pany have Geen conferring with the Solicitor
General about it. 
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Mr. KIXG: I hww tha+. I ,,jl] sav at 
onr·e tlmt I am not hiding anything. i: do 
r:ot .. ant Tlw House to think that I am a 

!:'pcc1al pl< ader, or that I an1 
[1(:.30 p.ltL] holding a brief for the Tr~r:nvaTs 

Vi'ant n1y pos1t1on LO 
be· pPrfectly on that point. At the ou'
f'Pt, I said th:1t I .. want the Tr:l.m'\Ya'>s Corn
peny to get what it is entitled to-to get a 
just de I no more--and I also want to 
t'.PC that n·u·. 1 i-.::, not going to be fa1. 0d 
with a <o::~Jy lt>gal action to a~rcrtajn vd1at 
an::m1!1' 1h compa.ny :::hon1d rcceiYf'. I want 
that d in the Bill. so that 
tht•re \";111 :_.!/1}' prospc~t of an c:xpen¥ 
!'I\._, ]('gal at·-<~111 ~dt:'nvar2 rrho .0 nr(' a 
fpv,- \, ~-rd::; rcga.rdi-:1g n1,v Yi ::--...Y of ·he qu<.'"'

lookt·d nt h llH tho company'·: :::.tand
as I t <:.id. in f::O frn c;~l} ·;;. th0 

cornpany. arc not unju~'7ly inter~ 

anotiwr pc:ir- of 'if'\Y··-that i3. n'-' to the 
i8dom (lf th0 local anthori~ir ;;V"'' uirine-

th]c; rnctLs tr·t n;.;i~ That ;:l rr tf'r 
wl1l( J third~ is of \'Cl'·- great 1InporL_:n(·f:' 
to io' al anthoriricR.' :=:Janv --t•c•n 
t0 th1:d-;: th:'t ('lee ric sv~tc111 a 1H. "k 
rmmlFL r 1'·} jt ,·}11 be SUPeTSPdcd i-n· 
motor ll'<lc·;·ior:. I11 rbj,~ ~nnnc, t~on I woul~-l 
like to rPfPr tu .·~n n rti.·le in the " Shire and 
~dunlrilL"l H.i'Cord," whirh is a s~·dney pro-
cludic,:1. of :\laY. 1922. The town rJnrk 
and city r;f Newt astle were rlsked 
to brjng up a. report in connPction ,,·ith the 
&uh:-;.t;l.n: inn of thP C>]l)ctric svstetn for ~tea1n 
train~, hlHl they brought Ul~ a report ye:ry 
rnndJ ill faYonr nf the 1notor 'bus as 
a.gai:n;;o~ a.l1 tht' ot}u:r '-YSt0m:3. The r0port 
fl,\·ys-

" It is our t-lr:;l conviction that- th
rr•:-J'-or ~bu-.: ha::; come to st.t-·r. It 1.-::: 
:->UL•. N"RLdl:v cornprting aga.inst~ thP tnc .,r 
'nodern e]eetrif' tram\vays abroad. In 
1hc l~nif0d Si-atP-. .: frd~cbises' fnr the' 
nsc of thf' L)ad~ by prjyn.h"' contpanic an: 
110t l'('lJP.Y\"C'<l. }n S*~YC'r21 citit , 
fl"'{cep' for motc.:r ''Jn:;c;;;, and train-
wa' ·"' 11 tY~'> in (·ea ,p ruru::..ing their 
' fra.n<'Li~es' PxpirP. There nrC r c:. rly 200 
llrP ,.;c·d n1nto!· 'hn(;;( s now runnin!Y in 
Nev.,· P~1nth \Ya1f'S. A numb'" r of ihcse 
are in dir:.'{·t opposition. in s~-dllf': and 
P.~1;nrh:. +0 tL' e1e trie trarns. and 1H w 
-l:n ('·· continue to be aclded. 

'' Th0 Nvclnev el( drie t am ~nr-.;ic0 j.;:; 

- Sl'rlcn· '-'t.1f!"l. ina.:.~nuch a-. ir 
l'i tn (·Cimfnrtahl: cop0 \;;ir:l thP 
dt)"manr\;: n1nd0 npon it-partlcnlarly 3.t 
(·E'rta1! lm-.-:. hr•nr.'"'. Lond {'Omp]aint;; ar.:> 
nr lt' ahou1 tbo !lni:--(' a.nr1 rntt1t~ of iL~:-

nld and and th(' 

lH ··n nccc~s11y. 

f :Jll n :8:.100.000 0l~ :·tric 
l'r·v~~- !10''~' ~.) 

r•·tihon \'nth ~i~u~ -~ 
for it::r 1£ 

n..n 

tran1way 
in con1-

not Stnh: c r municipallr 
rno ... · ;r 'bns ::'t'J'viee b0 a bctt; '' 

tha.n a n,v cl as~ of traiTI\Yay 

HI~ '-0. ,.,_.h, ccntinu0 TlH' flgltahon fnr 
th~- lntt0r :~' ' 

'I'~( n :it ~.:-;;)s ~n to giYe a ~!tnnher of rf'.RSOI'}", 
w1th wh!{'n 1.. do not \\'lsh to wearY the 
J-16nRf' L-:.; to wh v the motor 'bu,;:; s-ervicP 
snnuld lw adopted' rather than an ~xtension 
oi tht' tramway system. 

The P~r.:-·TIER: If we had the material 
r. ~·e,:;<-.Lr'; for , .. _;_ Jd 1·o~' ddiaking wit.hi;1 access 
of tlH• lnt.'tt·u;:roli:-.. W(' v;ollld be 1.Lle to go 
I!~ for nwtnr "Lu..,t>,, but roi1chnaking is too 
cc<tly. 

~1r. KL:\(; : I do not kn.o\v that wo a.re 
r::hort of natuL 1 road-n1aking 1natorial about; 
Br.i·,hJ..nc. I wa·;, e:thn1y.s under the inlprcs ion 
that we had Yen- fine qualit) of roacl
lnt.:.kin::-f Inatcr1al; b~t I cannot f-pcak with 
a.ny authorit:'\· on that point. flo\Ycvcr, ~-bt~ ~
i~ on(' article '"'·h;c-h adyocat£s the n1otor-
'hus as the elec~ric tran1way. I 
\~. r~nt to tn another arti-~1e ''"·hich 

f-lJL 1red in the Syli11t y "Daily }la.il'' of 21st 
-~'.ugu:-t, 1922, adnwuting the extcn~ion of 
the rt.Ot{Jl' 'bus s;:st .:'ln. It says-

., .:\.. n1lllion Jh'op]e in the harbour city .. 
and ~('Yl'll tirE E..---: a,s 1nany in London are 
crowdjng int·n thP n1otor 'bu~e;;; of those 
r~·}ties fro·.\ 'PHrly l110l'lling ti}l early 
1nornin ·' .A L~otor 'bus \vill pass 
c '_'Yt'rul +ra:p:-; h Bondi and tho 
it-:. The sa1. applies ln London. 

)!n{1 '-Tn si.q.~'i( -fit ,_~kc:r:- in S~·J.nPy nnd 
do'Ibie-dr ;'kl'rs iu London race through 
rhe f-trc'tt'-'. Thl' nwtor 'bus is ..,Ln institu
ti<•n ln tho-.:e eitiP:;;, aud not a, pasf'.ing 
nll ,f', It is 1101 dependent upon _.o•·"'.: of 
~·aih nr n cer:tnd .sv:::.tcn1 for lo<'Ornotivc 

0r. I£ OllC' 'bnS break-; do\vn, and 
is <:l r:H't' occurrcncr;! anothf·..:.· i~ sub~ 

''titutPd immediately. 

".'iE\'.Tic·'ILE A~D :LvlELBOcR~E. 

" __ '\..Jl big citi<·;;; nre ron1i:ng to regard, 
ll .. Jtor ~b~l"i ~c ·:ice-, a.s indispensablf'. 
:'\pwcwtle (~\cw South \Vales) is a grow
ill;: ePntre. aud it, stea1n tran1s are l1eld: 
L,' lwve rout]i~,~cd their usefulnc;s. The 
Jilllnicil;alit'· broached a srhen1e recenth 
for ],,yijprt dnv;q t'l~?rtric C''l.-f'"l. An altef
natiye~ plan Jl. ;J ~:-1·>d for the extension of 
t}'C' JHc-..:pr;t ~L·at 1 b·arns. I1nmcdia.tely 
t h(•fP ::n cntcry on the part of the· 
....-.n} 1ir inotor '1-nEr in ... ,tcad of tram~. 
)\ C'ommittrC' con:'?isting of members of 

rr:uniripal a.utl:ority came to :he con
that rcc tor 'huses would prov6' 

u.o!"C u:-:cful than trams." -

The l'RE:'IfiER: It m;1,y he all right ha,-ing 
a nrotor 'bu .... ::;ystclll. but nPjthPr in London, 
Xew \Torl- ·no'' ll'~" other largo eitv ha..ve 
;r·otnr -;:lu;~~s uL.(,ltr:.t(•l:. replaced the !ran1R. 

:\fr. KTKG: 1 a:!l incli11ecl to agree with 
1hP Prr:1~irr that the' P1otor 'bus \vill noyer
r:ot in our tiiY:· at any rate-supersede the· 
tra1n:::.. 

-:\Ir. F··rn-{:,'K·;: fq a properly organ1:-:;r.d 
.-"0n-ice mot ;r 'bti l-: \Yi~l be feeders for the 
tl'annvay scrYict:•. 

~\:r. KI:\G: am inclinrd to think that 
rnotor 'bu.'3L'"-' LP U:<Pd more a~ £1~('(lers 
frorn the diR:'t.•TPnt tern11111; but \V8 1nust 

~he fac-t tb tt motor 'bust''3 aro 
111 t1t1on in :\lPlbourne, 

Snhwv. and ccnd eyen in Adelaide 
,ai1d B~·i-.:lwne. 1'-'iih the tran1s, and. fro1n \Yhat 
I can ga.thf'r. thp~- nre p;jdng a Inure --peedy 
and conYcnicnt Sl'rYi(·(' in eYer::; way. 

Mr. FEHRTf":S: think they arP on]y~ 
<'nr:rvin:;· t}y excc..:.-:: people who cannot get 
trani aCcon11't1ol: ation. 

T\lr. KI:\'Ci: I ca!lnot agre:-~ \vit.h the hon~ 
member for South Dri,bane there. T'eople
arr- o-oing ln nv;tnr 'bu~P9 not so mucl-.t. 
a~ n ~1attrr of C''HIY(·Hience as fro1n choice. 

Mr. King.] 
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::\lr. FERRlCK~: n 'Cause th"y can g(;t SP.ats 
in a motor 'btL, and they ca.nnot get them in 
the trams. 

~Jr. KIKG: The rrrtidP in the "D3.ihr 
~1ajl" go:._:s on to f!ay- " 

" Thn question of giving Brisbane up
to-datG public transuort is one of unu\uai 
inten'>'L . . The trams are a.bout to 
be off<'red for sale to the local a,uthorities. 
Should the local authorities put addi
tional cars on the several routes of +',c• 
metropolis, tRek tra.ilers on to the present 
cars, or organise a rnotor 'bus :.::.en .. -ice 
from the cit•· to the suburbs with a Yiew 
to relieving Ltlw pre,,.;ure on the tr .. n,, '?" 

'; ~o doubt so1ne n1on1bers of Bri3-
bano's local authorities would open their 
eyes if the last sug15estion were made to 
them. but the gentlemen who will prob
ablv be entrusted with th• future man
agOment of our trarnwav sv.sten1 bave 
not, in many cases, had tlie advantage of 
stndylng tram "ystmnn. underground 
railwaYs. or even n1otor 'buses in o':hPr 
rr-ntrc~.'' -

1--IE'l'(' is another e:xtJ'act fron1 tht' '' Dailv 
1\Jail " of 16th JunC', 1922---I am takin!l: thi's 
from thP ronort of Rn intervie-..:v with an 
,ddt'rtwm froin the o1d countn,-

,, Alt'!Prman '\Yalklin says ']p found 
tran1wa.v fares cheapPr in BrisL1nn than 
in the Bouthern capitals. but all our 
·m_;ans of travel .-een1 to hirn verv dear 

conq)arpd -,it~ tho:;:fl obt9inino- in 
GrP'lt Britain. JYI,,tor 'bu,-r, hr.d c ~u-ecl 
th0 tronTway and rnihvay rDrnpanics to 
~'Pdnct th<'ir far:ec: very considerably. and, 
:n order to d1-.r0urnge f'e:rta1n pcoplt: 
fro~n using tram" nnd 'bn~rs. dnring- the 
hnsv bolus of thr> day_ the companip.:; 
had made a bold move, Ladi0-; who 
de< i red to travel to tlJP citv to shop or 
+:tke afternoon tPa ·were able to travel 
for practicallv notLmg betw<'"n the hom·s 
of 10 a.m, and 4 n,nL \Vithin a radius 
of 10 n1il~·s of London. the motor 'huc:n ·~ 
took people to tmvr' and baclc l>chveen 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m, for 4d, ThPC,, "'"' 
one long line of 'buse~ whld1 carried 
pa~.senger~ 14 1niles brtw00n tbo-=-P hol1r-; 
for 211, Railwa~ corn- 1nics had follm eel 
suit. 1

,... 

'Thc·0 :Jr0 som0 1'E'l1larkl' ma--1~:• hv n ...-ishor 
tn ()q ~'nsl.,nr1 \dH) ! aho Hlhor ~tin':'; tlv 
-adoption of tlw motor 'bw svstcrn. I onh· 
men-ti011 th0~0 fp~.v fa{'ts for ih0 purpo· p 
'Con:::ich""~ring ~"" hPthPr, in vi0w of the 
ties nf the n1otnr 'hus sPrvif'P, th0 rH nuisition 
of the trnm\va~·s i~ ~roin~ ~{) b0 i:1 th0 11E'st 
intcrc'ie of th;, lncal anthoritir,, 'Wh: thn 
h is Q'oing tn be in +-h0 hz'st intcn:>~t~. of thr
lora] authoriti0;;; or not is harf! to :nv. Thcrr 
i~ ... no d0ubt that t.l10 motor 'lm~ ~PrvicP is 
going tn he rr kPrn C'Olnnetitor "''id1 t.lw trarn.
way system, and tb·rr is a nossibilitv of the 
-tramway system !wing nltimatcly , di-;u<.ed 
altogether. 

T}lf' third noint :is si1nph a (li~r11~sion of 
the Bill its0lf. I want to' de" l with some 
of the provisions of the Bill. '\Vc all ndrnit 
that the present position is vNy unsatisfac
torv in(Jr-cd. 1t startr·d. 1vhen the .Act 'Yas 
pa•sed for thB acquisition of the tnms in 
1920. Since then, matters hav~ bee.n at a 
standstilL There have been no extension-;. 
and no improvements, and ther<> must have 
been a good deal of deterioration in the 
,plant. That has not been to the advantage 
<:>f the Government, the local authorities, or 

[Jlr. King. 

the cmw1any. }'(either the local authorities 
nor the company arc in any way to blame 
for the delay that has been brought about. 
The Governinent ,,et out to acquire the right 
to purc]w,e the trams, and after they 
acquired that right the· allowed matters to 
rem.,jil in a "~--k•y., IH ,', The groatest injury 
has bf ''l done to the public by that v}lic}, 
anc1 an injury has been done to the develop~ 
nwnt of the citv generally, The Government 
looked upon tho acquisition of the tramways 
as a paying proposition, but they ilnd out 
now that it is not so good as the:v~ antici~ 
patcd, In order to iiave their face, they now 
want to get out of the difficulty by palming 
the whole !iabilitv on to the local authori
tieii. At any rate; the Go.-ernment are s,lti"
fied that the Act of 1920 wa' a mistake. I 
I' as glad to hear the Premier eay th t it 
"cLS not the function of the GovPrnmcnt to 
run tra1n:-:. I aru glt' d to have that admis~ 
sion ft,Jm him. I wish ht' would make the 
:tdn1issiou that it 1<S not the function of the 
Government to tradr~ gcnerallv. 1-ut to 
0 <Jvcrn. I wish he would let e•rne of tbe 
Slate entcrprisP' go by the board. 

The PnE \ULR: ::\' o one suggc:::;t,:d th:1t i~ is 
not thf' fu. wtion of the Go\ erntn nt to tra.do 
generally. 

:Yh. KI:'\G: I would like the UoHnllllc'nt 
to let th" Stat ' enterprises gv. a nU g(·v b_a -·k 
tc the proper functions of govt.:'rnnlf't.t. Ev:·e 
since I hud an opinion of tny c>·/11, I have 
0lv.-a::s fayourcd th:> O\'i~ner;:,hip by tl'' local 
authoritie.:; of pulllic atilitics, \Such ns gaB, 
l·~atcr, electric light, street railways, u.nJ 
tramways. Th ,, problem of the city is the 
pt'oblenl of eivili~ation. and to a great extent 
it also is the probletn of monopoly. I do n?t 
belie> • in monopolie·', becH!se a monopoly m 
private ha.nds n1enns taxation \Vithout repr~~
sentatio1~. Local governnwnt should be 3:1 

free and independent in its particular sphere 
a-, St(.tes or nations are in theirs. The State 
has 110 nlore right to in1pose its judgnwn.t on 
the loral a·:J.t!1oritv in its interrai bu~•nPs~ 
t113n the Con1mor;~wr-alth has to impost• ;t,'i 
judgment upon the State with n ycct to t~e 
int~rnal hneine-,, of the State. 1ho rule 1'', 

or ought to be, that national intc•rc ,ts should 
O'OYt'rncd bv the nation. Stn.t·' inh.~re;:,ts 

t1lC State. ?.i:1-d local authorjty i1~ t 'r..e.:;ts l ,, 
local authoritls.'). The public ov/ner,:lip 

o£ publir utilities is .simply OIVllf'r.::hip by 
the ~vllo1c boclp of c1t1z~ns ns opposed to 
ownerehin bv a fe .;·_ It means owner:-hip hy 
1nanv st~ckholders in the place of a few, 
and' e·1ual in,tc'cl of unequal holdings, 
wL ,·obv th' h ~nefits of the industry al'e 
more 'ovcnlv cliffu~;'cl. The conflict of 
inte1e~h hct;vcen the owners and the public 
j-, limit0.d bv making the O\YIH~rs and tha 
rn1blic one a·~.a the "an1c. It is demo,~racy 
and union in place of autocra.c,r and antr.v 
uonisin. I uwntion thc-;e factB in support of 
~1; ,>or:tention that the iocal authorities 
, hould control public utili tie< without unduo 
Government interferencr. Therefore, I will 
sav at once that I am in favour. on general 
pr,inciples. of a tmst authority for the lo< at 
authorities. For the same roftson. I do not 
favour the granting of an extended £ran, 
chise, which ~must nf necessity be the result 
of a mutua 1 arrangement. \Ye heard from 
the Prernier during his ~econd~r.ead(ng 
speech that n~'!l'otiations had been gomg on 
for an extended fri\nchise, ou.t the con
ditions were too embarrassing and too 
harassino- for the Government tv consider 
such a ~cheme. I recognise in connection 
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with anv extended franchise that the true 
bnsls of the extension rnuet be mutualitv. 
it :nust be a mutual arrangcn1ent by colt
-sent betwcAn the parties. I rPcogni"Se, too, 
in com:ection ,,-ith an extended franchise for 
the Tramways Company that it would be 
n1C'·f difficult thing to .nrive at a cornrnon 
ba·cis of agreement whereby the rights and 
"bene !It.; of all parties \Yould be conser' ed. Tho 
Bill make•; provision for the appointment of 
a tru"~. I quite recognise that there is a 
good d::- al of difference of opinion as to th~.· 
allocation of members of the trm.t and ae 
1o how the district~ are to be split up. I 
notice by the Bill that provision i~ made for 
the appointn1ent of t\vo Governn1ent nmni
nees. I do not altogether see the justi,.,, of 
ihat. Surely, one Governtnent no1ninee 
would be sufficient to protect the rights and 
claims of the Government. 
OPPOSI~'ION ME~II,ERS: Hear, hear: 

Mr. KIXG: I do not ·0e whv one repre
-sentative f1:hou.1d not be sufficient. 

T);.. F-nDIIER: vVhere i' the cliffer<>nc.l 
bchvf'C' J one representative and hvo repr<
oent2tiYcs? 

Mr. KI"'G: I understand that all that is 
reqnircd is that the Go,-crnment should be 
rep re• er:ted on the trust. If the Government 
!wvc repnsentation ou the trust, that ought 
to be sufficient. I think that two represen· 
atitvcs on the tru~t ·will give the Govern· 
1nPn undue wojght. 

The I'RE~IIIER: Two out of eight? 

Mr. KL'\G: Tlwy only require representa
tion to watch their interests, and, when th<~ 
debt to the Government has been paid off, 
they 'Yill cease to have representation at alL 
'The question of the purchase money is a 
very great stumbEng block. "\Ye know that 
the local authoritic·, or the Government 
for the local <'uthoritiea, will have to pay a 
very ]urge sum of money before this is 
'finally 'ettled. 

The PnEmER: Much lcs·, now than twentv 
ycDrt:: hence. ~ 

~dr. KI.\'G : That is quit<> pos>'ible-it all 
depcnd:3 on the advance of the ti.n1e~. In 
de .. linl{ ,.,·ith the que,tion of valuation, the 
Premier 'aid that it would not be less than 
£1.200.000. 

The P,m:·,IER: I did not give that as the 
GoYennrtcnt Yalua.tion. I tOld l\Ir. Badg,er 
that that \vas the figure upon ivhich the 
Government v ere pn!pared to nP~otiate. 

Mr. KI:\G: I understand that. ~\ccord
ing to the hV''nty.first annual report of the 
{:on1pany. the va]nation C'Oinpleted as at 
31st Dcc<'Ltber, 1920, taking no account of 
sp<>cial valuLs, puts the figure at £1.738,000. 

Tl:c PRE:,ur:R: I cannot disclose the Govern~ 
:~.ncnt Yalnat1on. 

:'Ir. Ii:I="G: :-\0. I onlv wish we had 
wn<A indication of what the Government 
,-aluation 1va.;) because it v:ould be a guidf,' 
to us. TLen we had the Premier referring 
to the cctimat<' of one of the local' directors, 
Jl.Ir. l'lundell-nam •ly. .£2.000.0CO. There 
seems to be a groat diversity of opinion as 
to what the amount is likely to be, but it 
seems that we must oo prepared to pay a 
tremendous amount. We know that the 
plant and buildings have deteriorated and 
-extensions are required, and probably these 
and eimilar expenses will involve anything 
<Over £1,000,000. I do not know what these 
·?xpenses are going to be exactly, but the 

general opinion outside seems to be that. it 
is going to mean a liabilit.v to the local 
authorities of about £3,000,0.00. 

The PP·-:~m:n : If you include all the exten-
5~ons an~:l expenses for a long thne to cgme. 

Mr. KING : I am referring to almost the 
iEnnodiate cost. 

The PRE:IIIER: The hon. member is alto· 
g-cther out. 

Mr. KlXG: . I sincerely hope I am, but 
I am only statmg what 1 have heard from 
a very competent authority outside-that it 
is going to reach that figure within a very 
short time. I\ow, 5 per cent. on £3,000,000 
i,;, £150,000, anJ. 6 per cent. on the sa1ne sum 
is £l.JO,OOO, · o that on a capitalisation of 
£3,000,000 revenue amounting to either 
£150.000 or £180,000, as the case !hay be, 
will have to be earned h:v the trust in order 
to clear its liabilities. 

Tlw Pr..I::::'IIIER: Your information is erro
HC01J""·· Tlu.t axnount rnust includ' futul'e 
capital for many years. That will provide 
for very large ~xtensions. 

l\Ir. KIJ\'G: I venture to say that that 
fi r.•w·e will be reached within a very short 
time. Of C'>Lll·e, I have not reliable informa
tion on that point. It may have been calcu
l~vued on a vvrong has is, but it is j nst as well 
for us to look at the business from the point 
oi view of what might be, and to find out 
where we are likelv to be landed before it is 
nll over. If we e'xamine the net profits of 
the compaw·, which may be taken to be thG 
resnlt of n,~st careful, capable, and economi
cal management-because we must recognise 
that the comnanv has been run on those lines 
-we lind th~t from 1915 till last year they 
\Vt •re as follo\Y :-

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 

£ 
157,990 
166,992 
144,385 
165,176 
151.383 
162,716 
92,352 

Jt will thtb b se0n thD.t, if the basis which 
I ha.-e mentioned-£3,000,000-is correct, the 
annual rev"_'IHW is not sufficient tq meet 
interest chargC'C:·. I -want to emphasise that 
point, because the people of Queensland 
should understand that. if thcv are going 
into thi:: bu::incss. there is CYCry prospect 
ur:dcr the provisions of this Bill that the 
ratepay0r3 wiil haYc to pa) very large sums 
to make up tlw deficiencies between the net 
r;•venuc and the interest payable to the 
Govern1nent. 

The propo' ,j tl'ust, we kn01,-, is to be 
composed of represcntatiYes of the local 
authorities. and in the Local Authorities Acts 
provision is made for a poll of electors on all 
loan propo,.1l.<. I hold that provision should 
ha Ye been made in this Bill for a referendum 
of the pfople on the question whether the 
trust should go in for this undertaking or, 
in other words. whether the local authoriti"s 
concNned should float the large loan 
involved. 

The PREMIER: The Metropolitan Water 
and Se,verage Board has power to borrow 
up to £3,000,000 without a poll. 

Mr. KING: That Board has very great 
powers-greater than the powers of loe>tl 
authorities. Xot only ,does the Looal Authori
ties Act recognise the principle of .a referen. 
dum of the people before a loan is floated, 

Mr. King.] 
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(Cunningham): I beg to 
rnove-

be 

Question put and passed. 

" A general survey of this branch of 
, inquiry leads all to the conclusion 

the people of the several States, in 
exercise of their highest function, 

little of that haste, that reckles<
thn.t lovG of change for the sake of 

with which European theorists. 
ancient and modern, have been wont 

to credit democracy." 
The san1e author, in same work, 

pDwers 
pTovision been 
a.ppointment of 

[Mr. J{ing. 

deal of 
sta.tement 

powers or functions having been stated.,, 
ta me, with all due respect tc; 

a. useless sart o£ provision. I w~uld: 
the Pren1ier some information a~ 

be the Junctions of this 
Provision is also inserted 

'buses? 

method of arriving at th& 
purchase maney. That appears 
in line with the provision mad<Y 

Act. Provision also is made 
Tha.t means that, if the

not sufficient to meet 
the trust will have 

the 

That expect-ation is n<Jt-

They could not under existing, 
the control of the traffic

of the local authorities, 
hands of the police. 

The PREMIER : We can very soon correct; 
that. 

Mr. KING: That will help local 
authorities in their execution of trust 
for the benefit of the people. The provision 
that allows motor 'buses to run in competi
tion with the trams is a very hampering one. 
If the Premier will undertake to cure that 
defect, it will certainly be a move in the
rig.bt direction, and will be of assistance tO> 
the local authorities. The Bill is a com
plicated ane, and gives one a good deal of 
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on 
speaker at that 
G. C. Hawthorn, 

" Telegraph" of 
1913, sai·d-

" One the main principles of the 
was appointment of a Commis-

InUlllCl

Govern
to him 

advanced 
that the 

streets 
··om'"""Q ran: and 

the 
good 

areas." 

on, in an interview 
Mail," said that 

turned down corn
the Home Secre

justified they were. 

Mr. Wilson.] 



Ri~ht up to e\-cn ihe- l<>t fev- day-~ tl,L:t h~;; 
been the attitud<' of the: lr"·al authol'lttos m 
the defined area, and it io; somewhat difficult 
for me to m;derstan<l the change ot attitude 
on the part of some of tht• lor:al authorities 
now; but I am pleased to say that that 
change is 11ot genp ral_, as is shown by the 
~tatemonts of Aldermen Charlton Russell, 
~nd the Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn. It is 
now stated that the trams are being loaded 
on tu the local authoritiL"", and excuses are 
being rnade bv the C'tHnpany, a~ it has 
alwavs ·done in the past. It i~ well known 
to h;n. nwmbcrs that i~Ir. Deuharn. acting 
in the interests of and with a view to con· 
scrvin~ the rights of th•: local authorities. 
-exerci;ed his authority and definitely ter
:minated the agreen1ent under the rrrmnways 
Act of 1913. :\Ir. Badger has blam"-d the 
war for the rolling-stof·k not being .inc,'ease-d. 
If we examine the p!'l'iod bchveen 1903 and 
1912, when thcrt• was no war on, '·e fir d that 
that was the period during which :\lr. Badger 
so consistontl v hung up the f'"\:tont'ion of the 
tramwa vs, wl1ich c,,uscd the loc<>l authoritie' 
to join 'in an endeavour to Sl'curn the control 
of the trams. \V~ find that, whereas the 
nnmbf:'r of pas~cn~ t_•rs ('1l'ric-cl hud increased 
during that Jll wrl fro!ll 18.000.000 to 
36,000,00 ), or 100 !'>'~' C<'nt, tlw timnber of 
cars lu-ul been inerea:-'t:.d fro111 91 to 127, 
or onlv 40 per c:nt. Sincn that pLTiod the 
numbe~ of pa ,.:-cngE."rs carrie-d inL ~eased fron1 
36,000,000 to 68,000,000, or near!_, 100 per 
cent.. while the nurnber uf car' irL·reased 
onlv 127 to 178. or '"'gain all iHcn~a,..,:e 
of On1:v 40 per cent. These fi_gurL.;; ·h_o,y th~t 
the cornpanv has neYer earned our Its obh
gat:,Jns in r'Pturn for the concessions gr~11:ted 
to it, and the lonl au:horities would hccvc 
b,,, n justified in taking the trams from the 
company, as they coul,d have don~ and0r the 
BrisbarH' TramwaYs Act of 1913. I ,,a,- that 
the con1pany hacf without an.v ju::' i£.'cation 
at all, disregarded :it~ obligations, or, to 
put it more plainly. has disregarded the 
righh of the people of Brisbane;., The com
pany ha~ had ::nnple protert1on for 1ts pro
perty in tL· trom' and plan~. I would 
like to kno1 vvhat influ -nee i:- n ~.~·ork at 
the present time amongs~ the aldermen and 
n1embcrs ci shire co,'lE:!h throug'hout the 
n1ettopolitan- a reo. .:\t th" last I!lunicipal 
p]cction the Labour platform awl the 
?\atinnal platrJrln -:-t'C'n1PJ to roiuride. I 
haYo a copy hC're of the~ ~ ationallst pbrforn1. 
It wa' i', twd c· behalf of :\'!r. H. J. 
Diddam~. tl:e N rrtion .!i tt cat,didat•' for che 
ma;":oraltv of the citv of BriBbanE'. and was 
aut'lwri:::c'd h\' ?,Ir. G-. \Y. ~Iol" i~. from the 
!\Dtionali~t 1:omns. 222 Queen street. Plank 
12 of the XPtiunu 11~t platforru rc~td;,-

"Acqui :itlori of thl' Bri~b.·uJc t:·am,yay 
~crYicf', C>lectric light, and othct~ public 
utilities r;n a ~,ouncl fi!1ancial bLt~i~." 

0PPOSITIOX ::\IEv JERS : Hear, he~:· : 

?vir. KERR : '' On ound financial basis.'' 

:\ir. \YILSO:\: authoritiL:t haw 
hRd the maH·'f before- tlt· m on u 
sound financial ha:-.is, and thev hav refused 
to crnbrace this OJ;J)ortnnit~' vv~ith both arn1.:-. 
I sat on tlw Bri,lnE · Citv Council for a 
number of V•'ar·,, as the hon. member fol' 
Too\vong knOws, and this question v;as often 
Ciiscnssed. It is vory difficult for me to stand 
here as a sane and sensible person and 
understand what has come over the position 
sinoe then. ·where is the oppo~ition coming 

[llfr. Wilson. 

from? Since the last municipal election, I 
nohc0 th~ct moot of the people who take any 
interc:3t in local government n1atters havn 
shown a decided change in this mattcr. I 
have hoticed a dcocid~d change in the Bris
bane City Council and in the South Brisbane 
City Council. We know that there h.,s bo,•n 
a public moye in both areas for an extension 
of the company's franchise. I can link up 
Alderman lletherington of the Brisbane City 
Council, at all events. He appeared as one 
who took some interest, and I notice that 
he gave his vie<'<S in an interview with the 
" Daily Mail." The report says-

" Alderman Hethcrington, who is asso
ciated with the work of the city council, 
in an interview with the ' Dailv Mail' 
representative said that if the Brisbane 
'l'ranns-ays Con1pany vYere given "1,n 
extension of twenty-one years, at the 
end of that twenty-ono years the com
pany would hand over the whole thing·, 
Jock, ,·tock, and barreL to the local 
a uthoritics." 

I know Alderman H.ctherington very well, 
and he <vould be somewhat hurt, if we thought 
he could not show some authoritv for that 
statcrnent. I-Iis suggestion is tht?reJ at all 
events. but he did not show how this miranlB 
wa•. going to be worked. I contend that, if 
the comJ)any is prepared to hand over J,he 
whole concern to the local authoriti''" at the 
end of tv{cnty-one years, then it n1ust b;:• on 
a. very good \vicket now. No wonder it is 
fighti11g for the extension of the, franchise. 
I would like to know what influence i·• at 
the -bark of this. Probablv it is the s:tmo 
influence which appeared ii:: local authority 
matters in connection with this question in 
1913. It i- the power of the Tramw 1ys 
Comp;mv and the power of the c~'"pihlietic 
Press. (Opposition laughter.) 

GoVERlOIENT MmiBERS: Hear, hear : 

Yir. IVILSON: There is no doubt thc1 
po" er of the capitalistic Pro" i" behind it. 
The hon. member for Toowong knows that 
\V hat I am saying i~ correct, and I. might 
add that Aldermen Diddams, Hetherrng:on, 
Faulkner, Tait, Jolly, and othe1) arc fighting 
lhe battle cf the company. 

Mr. ::\1 \xWELL: They are fightini'· their 
own battle. 

Mr. WILSOX: ~lr. D.9nham said in 191.} 
tha• the Coorparoo a~nd Stephcnf' Shire Corm~ 
cils fighting th~ bat!les of the company. 

are domg- 1t. The co.sc upon 
men arc fi·~hting hRs been pre

pared bv 1\Ir. Blundefl, one of th local 
di!'"Ctorsv of the cornpan:·. The nwyor . of 
Ithaca. Alckrn1an Tait. in r.n int?rvie\v w1th 
the "Cour·;\-;.r/' de:'3cribl~d ihe trannvays as a 
bad har:rain, and in a leading nrt1cle on tho 
17th of 1a"·t 1nonth the Brisbane "Courier" 
suggc ~tt d that this "bad bargain ., nl1f_-\f" 
n1c·,1n PT C'~pcnditurc of \'Onsidcrably n1ore 
+hnn -':9 nnn nn0 And nn nnknrnvn PxiTR Ollt
iav ... in ma]nten'anro. The "Ct)Uricr " thon 
gOes on t'l make this stntf~ment- . 

"TJ,p,, ,,-ill b•' ab!e to form a farrly 
g-ood ifff'. of what it mc>an3 when they 
kno·w t.hat the r-xp·(lnse rtl 1l.St be borne 
bv the rateable lands in tlw area, and 
the local authorities are requir0d to levy 
a sufficient tax based on the enhancement 
of value." 

If that statement means anything, it is meant 
to convey that, assumi':g the trams cost 
£2 000 000 th& Bill reqmres that the whole 
of 'that a~ount has to be paid by a tax: on 
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rat.' bl~._· 1 ._nds. to be coll( ~tod at one time. 
Sure]>- llu 1ncrc daring n1isstaten1e:nt was 
~vcr ut~ercd by an able "riter ! It is too 
stupid to bothCl' about rcfutiug it. 
Mr. nddrl'· ed a letter to the rr.a,·or 
d on 23rcl D.·.,.,mbor, 1921, a copy 
c•f y, q_s ::;ont to other local :-nthoritic:~ 
;,nd \\·:,.:. nubii:-:-hcd in th0 "c,)Llfi•):!_' " vf 24th 
J-antwry ~la,st. 'fhc interesting th1ng ab1Jut 
it is that it is n::cd to proYe th:1t tho tran1way 
uuclc.taking is worth .£2,000,000. In the 
t'<1.U-:-th para:rraph h1~ ay:;,-

" Th--· pr'\''·A:>nt net o:11·ning po\Yor oi 
t,he nnd ~rtaking, exclui3i e of land and 
income tax and aher allocating 14 per 
cent. of rho gross revenue for n1aintcnance 
c;,d n •>cwaJ .. , may bo put at £160,000 
per ,·nnutn, That is the sum out of 
vvh!ch inter~~t and sinking fund p~Lyrnents 
h:nc to be mudc." 

The Bill ftxoo, the r:tte of interc·'t Ctt 5~ per 
cent. and the sinkinR fund payrnent at ~ per 
c•.mt. On an c·stimated capitalisation of 
£2,000.000. these obligations represent 
£120.GO~ annually, leaving the big margin 
of £40,000. 

Certain points deserve to be remembered 
in considering this rneasure. rrhe trarnvva,y 
revenue i:-; ~- Yer increasing-no one vvill deny 
that-havin" risen by nearly 50 per cont. in 
the fh e von.rs mentioned by Mr. Blundell in 
his lette!·. Costs arc falling, and the 14 per 
eeL~. h0 quotes as rH'C'C'"'ary for n1aintenance 
and rPuc\vals is 1nore than sufficient for those 
rmrpoc'"'· as he point•, out in his letter. The 
rnargin betvYeun reyenuo and operating and 
JntJi:ntcnance. and rcne\Val and expenditure, 
would thus greatly exceed £40,000, leaving 
a big rnargin to n1oet payrncnts for interest 
and .:-i:1kiug fulld on capjtal borrowed for 
exr.cn;icns ~nd a-dditional rolling-stock. 

It was stated in the "Tek~Taph " on 13th 
.Jnlv, 1922. that the citv council was able to 
obtain mDD'Y from the·· Commonwealth Bank 
at 4! nor ,.,,nt. If that is true, the local 
authol·it-ie\? have a perfect right to demand 
that only that rate shell be clmrged to them. 

}.,fr. l(tNG: You ar·e going to charge the 
lo·.al authc.ritic- about 6 per cent. 

Mr. \.YILSON: No. I take it that the 
court will take that into consideration. If 
r .. onoy can be borrowed at a lower rate of 
intcr·~·1t than is stipulated, that must be 
apparent to any man of ordinary intelligence. 
It WOl' ld br, unfair oth?rwise. This Bill does 
not hind the tru't to pay by dcb<onture;, 
Cl . use 16 requires the court to state the 
amount that shall be paid for the trams, in 
ca,h or on terms. In the latter case the 
r8tc of interest iR fix·t:d at 5~ per cent.. In 
Jut.- l[~st the "Telegraph " said t.hat tho 

Brisbane Cit·: ('.')uncil conld gAt 
[2.30 p.m.] money from the Comnwnwe:dth 

, , Ban,k at 4~ per. cent. ~f ~hat is 
:.'J, 1 '~·T0 no :toubt the tnbunc:.l TVIllC'n goes 
jy:~o thf' u:wttrr will Gx the inb~·re·-t at \Vhat
rvr·I l 1te !Ylonev eRn then be obtained. If 
lt i;;;; f•heapcr. \vell nd gcod. It wi1l bo 
welc~Jlfl(1 :n-,y:-; to all of u- to hear that 
rnoncy is getting cheapr-r; it "~ill r0rluc2 the 
nn)ount of interest ::1nd th~ sinking fund pay
FJrr:~,,-;;-fP<Sulning that the con1pa11y gets 
£2.0~>0,rOO-from an annual outlay cf £120,0"0 
to one of £100.000. According •.o information 
suprliecl to this House, the whole of the 
cost of this undertak1ng was somr,vhere a bout 
£890,0uJ. How. then. can the compan:· 
expec'. to g~t £2,000,000? To my way of 
thinking, it will be very lucky if it get" half 

the annual 
price will 

m'''·half. can ~asily be 
t:1 Tranyvray.s Cornpany is 

1nar.tcr of fact, it has been 
to ir. For \~cars and 
::. watered: I l1.lVO no 

on other ·.,pc kers \'.ill ha -vc 
<ay about that. 

l inJication of 
the· been adopted 

chiefly those in the Bris
A deput1>'.ion from the 

b Brisbane city councils, 
nlld I-l.-unilton town council:~. 

Ilon1ci ~:~ccrctary j11 1918, and 
Govenur::.ent did not procc ~d 

desigHcd to <'nabl,, the local 
authoritie,.::, to acquire th,· trains. They were 
Ulider the il.lpn•ssiou that the Bill \\·hicb had 
been pas"rd thnur;h t.he House signified that 
the (;.oyernineut -v,\ .:re going to -tick to the 
tran1s and run tlH:nl 115"· a Goycrnment con
cern, and they 'V .. 1lltccl to find out what the 
prsitiou v~as. The IIo1nc Se~_·retarv 1nado it 
dear that the trams would b" handed over 
to thP locil authorities a.s soon as they 
liquidated the amount of the liability, and 
be: informed the deputation that the Govern
ment proposed to transfer the tramways ro 
th<' local authoritice aftr:r they had acquired 
tlwm from the company. In the report of 
this deputation. which appeared in the 
.. Courie,:' of 23th July. 1919, in reply to a. 
qucs-::ion b."' the Honw Secretary as to 
whether tlw local authorities wanted the 
Govcrnrnent to l~nd thPrn the money or 
whether thC\" were <cuing to borrOW it them" 
selve'. "\ldcrm<cn Didd'ams is reported to 
have ~ tid, intf-r alia, that the local authori
tic>; wt re so cic··.irous of rt.cquiring the tram
IYay, · 11~J- if thL·~- C01'}d 1l'Jt gEt the n1oncy 
fron1 tlv t;o~ ::_rn_."<'..::lt, ti1c-v '.\'O"~lld e;:1dc :.vour 
to raise ir thcmsc·ln''· v;-hy. then, a!1 this 
ho>Ylin- this f'hifti of ~:ri"ound-this put-
ting " Aunt in orJer to knock 
tlor·m Ther<' h'ls not been any talk 
ab,llH a r 'f(_::.,rendurn in C''1nnection \Vith the 
U.king ove? of the trllmS for over fifteen 
:cears. It has happened quite recently 
because tLe Tra:nways Company and tho e 
'"ho arc connet ted with it c,:n see that this 
concern ]s going to pag~ awa;; frotn the1r 
han(1;:.:.. \Vl1PIJ0\ er the Gcn f"rnment say they 
will do anything tlh:y do it, and the cmn
pany knows what ic r;oinr; to be the result. 
In the "Daily Mail" of 23rcl July, 1918, 
Alderrwn Diddams is r--;1orted to have 
replied in these words-

" The loc.d authorities did not want 
tho rra:m.s to slip awJy from them.', 

In the "Tt'legraph" of 23rrl July, 1918, 
.~lderu:n Down ie reported to have made 
the fc~11o\ving stR.tenrent :-

'·\'le have not the siigin'''t doubt that 
1s a spkndid p,•ying proposition, and 

the citizens of Brisbane vr111 have a 
l;c :)d a,- ~r·t. in it. who v;~ill ben~-,fit 
~ i~l reduced wunlcipal L:i .. x:cs or 

:'One( tnnn,.~;"'y fa:c.'t -=." 
In the· " 
hE F r• 

Standard'' of 22nd July, 1918, 
to haYe '•'"id-

" TheY w•r0 advif:, d that there \Ya.s no 
flU'_" ~i•n' of good\\ i]] ; but ev0n if an 
amoun had to be paid for goodwill the 
t.rLHlJ wcmJ~~ b0 n pa~ing propo:dtion. It 
was to i he intcrPsto of the local authori
tiE>s to get thE' tra.rns as soon as possible.'' 

Mr. W ilson.] 
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Thr-'3:?- rncn i:Ll'C stili i!l loc1l goycrr.tncnL one 
of thcn1 b0in~ of Brisbane, whilo 
Aldennn n treastll'('l' of the 
Local 1 fur snn1e con-
:sidorabh~ ltaYe to put on your 
~011~iclcring pick up thn lnurn-

. · in ( unnr"-

or 1nore. 

to raise 
Lh not 

rnind, 
which 
vvhich 

fnr ,·nty yprJ r::; 

}1r. l(r::nR: The: are not opposing it. 

::\1r. \'.·u.;:;o~,;: did the leader of the 
Oppo .~lion say 

:.VIr. l-~EHB: 
nwti'Jil Lciug 

:\lr. \nLSO~: 
the Oppo~ition Ll 
loea1 authorities 

Mr. KERR : Thev 
tion. · 

"1YCfC. 

objt ·~tiu~.l, .<: 

nndc-rstnod th::- ]ender of 
thi:' 1nornir:.g rhat the 

d it dov, lL 

arc looking for inhrma.· 

Mr. WILSOK: The hor:. 
a' well as I do tha' he ;, 
is in the rnorning Pn'£"3. to 
rnakc a few rmnarks a tout a11otner rua yor--
\ldcnnan Faulkner. .:\t Lne South Bri~bHHC 

Technical CullPge f>IJ lOtL FeLruarc~', 1922, 
~\ldcnnan F~.,ulknc" ~ 1jd-

': PcrscnnJly, I ha~:' n,) obje('tion to a 
h·u t. h~ld o:l,'. l H'""1 :2;lad tfJ 
kno1, ailow tile truat 

and that the 
trust s}wuld 

Thi· i..:. \V] i h._ 
wart\.:;, [!( ~ordin~ 
of 14 h Jdy, 1922-

.id fl fpw n1onrhs after
erisban ~ Courier,. 

•. I ab . .:Jlutc-1; that tht.~ people 
br~t t-,o r~1n thr'so tra.n::_s are the 
Br'-banc lf the 
;_·on tro l i:' Lh en 

·'3 to a 

th£' f·'1:'it. 
The '· f'ouricr'o'' cat 1m<nt on that was-

,, The vias the foreible 
'-- ' Courier' repre

aft, fEh)rl bu the 
nw:. or ( \lderman 

I 

F·ul 1UJ"r) 
Zttin\·ny-

Lc·gan on 
C'o11sistcnt ---I V> ill gi YO 

only point on which I n,nl at variance w·ith 
him is that he seemed to be so persistent in 
wanting to see that the Tramways Company 
got a fair deal. That is what the Govern
rr.ent want. They want the local authorities 
to get a fair deal. They 'I ant a fair deal 
all round. I think the idea of valuation on 
the part of the hou. member is altogether 
at fault. The leader of the Nationalist party 
a few years ago, when speaking on the 
Brisbare Tramway Purchase Bill, made <:Cr· 

[Mr. Wilson. 

tr~in rern:-trks tlLtt W('fe agreed with b.~T o~ her 
ho11. Inm11bers opposite. 

::.\Ir. SrZER: \\Tc s~ill rrg1·t~c with thorn. 
Mr. \\TLSON: This Bill should go through 

the Hon.::>c in t \Venty xninute~. rJ~hc leader 
of tlw :\ation.diot pa, ty. in 1918, said-

.. It wa~ rerdi t'd that the trarn,rays, 
as ~t ll.J.ti( nal utility, :rnu)t pass into the 
ha.nd~ of tlw pe.ople. ~obody could get 
lll' aml contradJct that the people were 
'"king for it. They looketl at it that,, 
a::; a p~1hlic utility, the people ::Jhould 
haYc c0I1trol of thon1." 

He 1s right there. The twnd of 
event::; ove:· the \\ orlcl slwYv that utilitie:-J. 
o~ that description are passing into the 
lwnd_; of the people for the beucfit of the 
p0ople. 1nat principle is recognised wher
cn;r th~~ local autborJtj(~S bave control of the 

~crvi~c. That principle has rcsult,Jd_ ia 
ope nn&: up of country an? sottlmg 

population a\, ..ty fronL the 1ndustnal centres 
that ha ye bccorne c Jugosted. I do not blarr~e 
the prc-ent Trannvay~~ Cm:npan? fot not 
e"Xif~lJdln()' its line-,, as it ha~ the power to 
1duee to~ do that. , Every time it did make 
"'l extension, it took great Cl re that thero 
\\ere suflicicnt people living in the locality 
to patroni:~-~ the trarns and n1ake it a paying 
concern froa1 the \Yord ''go." \Ve have a 
perfect right to sec- that thP tramy, ays are 
run to c'.o "'lmrbs where land probably will 
be cheap. }nsL~ad of run11ing alongside the 
railwa...-,- li11c~. The TrannYays Corrlpany put 
do• n 'a double line in Addaidc st1·cet, not
with:;;tanding that. 'El! the .'tinw t_he .c_it.y 
cotuwil f'trenuousl,v opposed It. It IS g':nng 
to coct frord £175.000 to £200,000 to wrden 
AdeL:J idc :c>trect, as the street is too narrow 
for the double line. \Ye did all we could 
in the ( itv council to lJl'event that bning 
,'one. Clul.!''O 26 r OYido~-

the trust n,ay-
li.l Charge the deficit to the revenues 

of the following year ; or 
(ii.) lseue to each local authority 

l ,_.,,ithil th< Jistrict of the 
precept requiring such local 

to to tho tru"t a share· 
which shnJl bear the 
to the total deficit as 

Yalue of the rateable 

you ar'::-
r of Ios,,,'· . 
" Y ~3; that IS only L.S <1 

provi3ic '1 for pa:'}11CJ?-t 
· it h~P. onlv been ln11l 
~P<'cifi~al\y in. thi 

T~H..' Tra1nv, ays Con1pany 1s the 
trannYay cornpan:v 1n Australia -which pa:;s 
taxation to the British GoYernmcnt, to whom 
it pays rnorc taxation than it pays to the 
Sbtf) and Commonwealth Governments com
bined. v•:ill anybod~ say that it is not a 
proper thing to keep that money here for 
the development of the State? 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member did not think 
about that in connection with the £7,500,000 
of Savir•gs Bank debentures, when £300,000 
went out of the State, 
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!'vlr. WILSOC\: X either the s~~dnev tram~ 
ltCH' tL_, l\Ielbourne tr:nn'l\ riys p~=- uny

i he British GoYcrnrnent. For 'ears 
trarrP;;ays han) be,;n p~ying 

) tht Brj;_ish CoYl-nu:nent. \Ye 
y;ith delight the opportunity of 

big ('OllClrn like thij in thu hands 
of t: e peer' for th · of the people. 
Dnring the lm::::v hours of day jt is yer, 
difficlllt for OPe to r;: '-t ' on the trams. 
It is hard to get on'- and stand up, let alono 
get >t seat. Duri·1g the holidays the com~ 

secru-- to haVL' sufficient rUrs to carl'v 
1 Jw Exhibition and other place:, 

threepence to go frorn Drulls
Ol' the Y a lie? Corner. to the 

and si;q_.--'11( e to p;o to tlH~ rac,-, 
'"~_i .\.Scdt. If ono lives in the suburbs. it is 
ve1·. rlifticult to r:et on n, car bet,veen 5 and 
6 o'clock in the aftPrnoon. I hnvc seen 
worrlC'll flf:fhting and. strugg-ling to get off a 
car. und otlH•rs !lghting and struggling to g,-=- .. 
.on. 11erty have to hang on to .;:traps. The 
compaEy should have been compelled to run 
~eeders to r;Ji~Yc congestion during the bus:v 
hours d the da v. \V hen the loLal authori
ties take the trams over. there will be a howl 
throuf;h the Press about overcrowding and 
inefficient s;ervice, a.nd pressure will be 
llr011f;ht to bear to haYe that altered. The 
)Heopio haYe al!owPd the company to do this 
kind of thin,:. Ever.vone must be of the 
opinion that the, trams can be run for the 
bt'nelit of the people. I am pleased that 
the hon. men,ber for Xundah still agrees 
with the opinion expressed bv the hon. 
member for \Vindsor in 1918. - The onlv 
·sr 'eeh against the Rill h~ts been dPliYere~l 
h:,· the le' ,cl er of the Opposition. Ho said 
tLh"t the kcal authorities \Yore ngainst the 
Dill, aDd that they had turned it down. If 
that Is ~o, t.l:f- must have har1 a n1er::ting 
last night to decide that thev were g'oillg to 
O)l]lOSP it. If thoro is a ne one opposed to the 
taking over of the tramE:, let hirn get up 

nd my : .) open],,~. and not do like many I 
~avf' ITH t at rriPE'tings and conferences, "'\vho 
haYe told nw that they were in favour of 
the local :~uthorities taking them oYer, and 
now, when the:: get an opportunity of taking
nver a gomg concern, they want to tnrn it 
down. 

Mr. \~OWLE.q: Thov want the matter sub~ 
mittc l to the people.· 

WILSO)J': That question wac only 
{'d th!:-; rnorning. 

)ddrrman Ruf'sPll v-rote a long ~ketch ef 
t~le '.l1holc~ thinE' short tin1·e bL~ck, v hie~ 

publishc d in " Daily J\1ail." It is 
no1v that this qnc:-tion of a rofen .. :~ndurn 

l·· pnt for" ard) t~nd it is put foryvard with 
:·he idea o~ hanging the n1atter np in the 
hop< that rhe comnanv might get a little 
f•xtrn power to enable tlw Bill to be bloc1.ocl. 
J .'incerel:: trust that the Governme •t will 
not list0n to nny proposal to include in the 
Bill a pro·ci' ion for a referendum. Yv'hat

bc said of the Labour part:·. :1t 
it doe • , bat it says it wil1 do. 

CovrRX1!EXl' l\iEii!ElcRS: He:n, hear! 

Mr. KERR (Rno(lgera): I haYe )Pt tn 
learn that the lornl authoritieR arf' arrain-,t 
the principle conteined in this Bill:- n:d 
hon. 1}1Cm ber;, op·:ositc are stating something 
that JS YlOt correct 1Y·hcn thev say that thn 
loc ,] authorities which have' discusocd this 
matter arc against the principle of the Bill. 
\Vhat th0~7 are against-and right1y so-is · 
that. they arc a ;,u] to buy a pig in a rok<'. 
and they think that the people whom the;,-

rep: know what is likely to hap-
pen. to } '~ som.ething behiEd 
~his, whon GoYernrncnt, in the first 
ITit.tance. v;crc prepar,~d to take tho tranl-

oYor, and no'iY, after they l1avc gond 
the nuttier a little further, and found 

cJ.v.iug to r·~rtain l'C'j)air>< and e:xtcn-
:-.icn:5, a:1d t1 the gr__,rrt nurnbcr of 

t h:1t n1u· be Ll\?t tu bring f1e t.rarn
to Jate. thc:v desire tho local autho-
take the · on·r. The lucctl 

any 

quite \Vithin 
w·hcre th ;y 

Govornrnt"\nt 
The Go~ 

ar•' forcilJg tlH:> on to 
authoriti.-:;s. lt h·ls bee11 recogni..s:·-d 

ri~::Jt front the very begir1ning-in tb(~ fir~t 
Act o' 2882 aud in the Victorian Act thirty
£ \'i o yc~n·s ago-that these public utilitie<:J 
n1ust belong· to the people. There can be 
r ·1 cbjedion to the pl'inciple cvnt:lincd in 
ti1is Bill, and I do not cbjoct to it, but " o 
do clain1 th lt it i not ::ight for the Govern~ 
LLmt to rcfnso to giYe con a in n~'-'ces;.:-1 ry infor
mation. 

Tho PRE~IIEH: ·what information? 

:\1r. KEHH: The PromiPr stated in hi; 
-..·".ccnd-readin3" speech tlwt the Governn1cnt 
\H~rc prep .. 'lrcd tv negotiate with the Tram~ 
wc~y" Co1upany on the baf=-;.., of a value of 
:.-1,200.000, but that one of the directors of 
th· co,np:·ny mentioner~ £2,COr,ooo. which, 

the {'O~'l-t of cxtcn~ions and. repairs, 
probaldy roach £3,000,000. At all 

eYt':l,:>. it '.\-ill co~t the locnl authorities a. 
trt ~ncndcu-: amount of money. 

The P annFR : IY n cannot 
&m.au:. t of compcnsatio:-1 until 
i-~ ·"Hired. 

:rr. KERR: Th.tt is but th• l3i!l shonld 
not ,have been brought at the present tirne. 

Tbe PRnf!ER: You cannot determine the 
compensation in : .. ny other way. 

?\Ir. KERR A Bill could ,have b~•'ll 
Lrougl.t in to deal with the matter in anothf'l' 
way. Take the amalgamation of banks 
\Vh~se asset::; are worth 1nany n1illious .... f 
pounds. \Vhen change is to tah: _ p:. 't~ 
ttu "t' 0s nrP to take charg·c of th0 

tl: ·, concern kr the time 
hieh is sell
b~ .. ~,use it is 

interest on 
110riod. contond thrct 

bc .. ?n pl ,ccd in c~urq.~e 

PP.F.\IIER: r.:rhat is y-hat iYC arc 
\\'e ar·_, U.j puinting tru"tc' ~ 

Bill. 
:\lr. KERR : I am not ref<>rring to that 

snrt of ini~3tf'C'. The F-ituation sho•1ld tn 
cL·<trtJ U!), ~o that the people \,-jJl k:r!nnt 

ru: If yo~lr s11ggc tl"n \\ 0rn 
~t \YDnlc1 rncan the acquisition of 

Mr KERR: It would moan that we would 
have to take the tramways OYC'T. ::.1y point 
is tlwt the systern is being forc~d on tho 
p::;Dp1e. 

The PREMIER: No suC'h p:rovisi,;n as you 
suggrst was made in the original Act. 

Mr. KERR: No such proviBion was made. 
hut it '''otdd be an easy thing to put the 
local authority representative-s right before 
anything w:.s shoved on to them. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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\UI:R : To ha Yt thE' C'Dn1nen, at ion 
,1rbitrarilv like that vvithont fil3t 

oL:,aininf.!' the con~cnt' of the cornpau~v "\VOulcl 
be rcpuGiation of the conh'<i:>t ',rith the ~OL1~ 
pany. 

Mr. KEEH: The Tramways Con.pn1y, in 
its annual report·,, stated that it ,,·as goir1<J; 
to lo· c control of the undertakill lt kn" v 
vcrf ectl v well it ,, ould revert to the peop> 
fn Sept(.n, b 'r 1920. 

The PRE}liEH: Under the conditions cxi5t~ 
in~ i. the Act. 

::'11r. KEl,tR: It would only be a business 
tram .. td'on to place th0 tramways in the 
hand:: of h ustef·3 until the 1.·hole thiLQ' is 
finalised. I want to E'.11phasise the fact 'that 
there is no objection, from this part of the 
Opnosition at all eyents, to the principle of 
the Bill. vYhen dealing with this question 
last year, I said-

,, I sincercly ask the Premier to tak•· 
the people into his confidence with reg,m1 
to the Brisbane tram,. I do ~10t 'appro:1eh 
this matter in a part\' spirit, but I vva11t 
something done." ' 

The Government have been coquetting for 
two years with the Brisbane Tru!lnva \ J 

Cornpany '' ;th a vie·w to g1v1ng tl1e 
eompany u.n extension of the franchise i£ 
it would agree to the Government's condi
tions. If Mr. Badger, the manager of the 
company, ho•l submitted to the Gover,1ment's 
conditions, there would have heen no talk 
of those so-< a lied VL"coll interests getting an 
exton~ion of t\Ycnt;, -one vears. \Vhile thd·e 
is talk on the other side that .. he people 
should control the traL1Wa\ .;-anti it is the 
rig·ht thing to do-0 ot the r''rc·mier \Yas <juite 
prepared to make an arrnngen1ent with tb 
coL1fhtn:v on his O"\Yll conditions. I have writ
!<' 1 to t.ne Premier repeatedly making sugge ,. 
tiow, ith rerard to prof1t-charing. I have 
prh .. ,d for 0xtencions in my own electorate, 
where there is no train service. I haye 
pres~ed for th0m time and again f~vcr since 
I have been a member of tbis IIou·e, :· ( 
there ha~ been J.i11y-dallying since Scptcru
bcr 1920. 

T~1t~ PRr--HE.<.t: You arc dilly-dallying no,.,T. 

::\fr. KERR : I am not dilly-dallying. 
:nn ~oing to take 1ny forty minutes, and, if 
th0 Prcn1icr h:1d decided this matT·"r in 
fortY r.niHut('S, thf·re \vould have been no 
trou'l-:lD. 

'Th,-· 8EC'RF'TA HY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
"\Vhat would you pay the Tramwa)d Con'l
pan;.'? 

Hr. KERR: I '>ill come to tho 0 ii-;"rPe 
before I sit down. We know perfeetly well 
that sonv~ f'~Lr, ordinL:ry t.hing::; have hap
}lC'' ('!~. During the time an hon. rnernb0r 
{;~· tl:js side of the House vvas speaking, the 
}>rcrniPr j ~1 ( · ~('.;- tcd that th,! unanthorl sed 
p·dHj~ions sh( ulcl only b0 paid for at co,t 
price. 

At 3 p.m., 

Tlw C'HAIR''A.; OF Cu:IH:ITTEES (Mr. Kirw"n, 
JJri·!ww-) relieved the S1oeakcr in the chair. 

Mr. KERH : These extensions. even if 
unauthorised-and, of course, that is a moot 
point-•yere a uthoriscd by certain OrdBrs 
in Council, and that will be a matter of 
litigation. But, in my opinion, those exten
fiQns are p~rt and parcel of the busine;.,s. 
If a Yalua tion ie m ado. those m·tensions 
should be valued on the- same lines as the 
other part of the business. It is work whi~h 

[Mr. [{err. 

·producing, a.nd it is essential to 
evsl,;rn. That is a point which 

up in this Bill. The word 
should be taken out, and 

the ,,,- _)y,_l.; '· including all addition~/' put in 
th0 Bil1. T ain fon:ca~ting an amendn1ent, 
"h'hlch I hope tbe Prt'rnier will agree to] 

:1ich v ill be L.n cd to dear up that matter 
l also want to ta~:::c the opportunity, not
ithst:1nding a.nv ~vlurs that may have come 

the Governm( 1t bcnchco, of saying a 
words in npprPciatlon of the: excellent 

,pn-icc which the Brisb .n~ 1'rarnways Com
rJan~ has given to Brisbane. 

Th'-; SECRETARY FOR PPBLIC IKSTRncriON : 
You do not live> in Bura11da, Dr you 'vov.ld 
f:i; ak ii_. a diffcrpnt way. 

"\fr. KERR: I live in an area in which 
t1Jcre are n1ore people residing than in any 
sin1ilar ar(:a in Brisban. ,, and that has one 
of the best paying trannva;v services in ~he 
"'dholc c,£ Brisbanc-the tra1ncars running 
'-'' ery two minute,. Kedron Park is also one
of the l• •·t paying extensions. I am not pro
pcu, cl to agree with the statement m?-de
b.v •ome bon. members opposrte that durmg 
"ll hours of the day there are strap-hangers. 

Mr. \YrxsT ,NLEY: That is not correct. 

Mr. KEUR: I am sorry if I did not 
he "r the ho'1. member for South Brisbane 
correc·tlY. That hon. member said that in 
auv pa;-t of the dav people could not find 
ee~ts, or words to' that effect. That is 

rong. Lt"t 1ne sa,_.- that I agn"e wlth the 
I'; emier ia re,c:ard to motor 'buses. I do 
not think the motor 'bus "-ill supplant thu· 
nannvay f( c' a great n1any .'S.T:tl's to con1e. I 
have br:;n in most connh·ics of the vvorld,. 
a.Ld have tran·lled in most of the tram". 
l have trnvelicd in ·the motor 'bnsE'i! of 
Lcndo~. Pari-:;. and other placef. I an1. 
•1ti: ficd thct Lhc electric trams as run in 
tivc cit-;- of Brisbane arc going to stay for 
'!!other lifty ye ,J.L·, and do well. 

1\Ir. CosTF.LLO: Question! 

;',Jr. KI:RR: There is no doubt about iL 
The conditioC!s in Queensland are not ths 
s' lC as those w.hich exist in the old COUl1· 

\V 0 kn·1w that ii, Londull the motoc 
sc•3 run o\Tcr g(Jotl roads. Take tho 

'· tubes" in London. There arc queues of 
people 2ClJ or 300 yard::; long v--;ai~~ng to go 
1n the " tub1 3." :et the motor ouses an;; 
nu1ninrr in the ~tr <;ts on the top \Yith not 
h ,lf the nwnber of people in them that the 
"tube·! carry. Take a place like 1\'t<u
sciilr-"", for insb:ncP, \vhere I spent bvo or 
three muEth> and U.1vellccl frequently in 
the tran· EYCl'Ythincr connected with our 
tr~n~s, .-.Tnootl~ running and othe~~ 
t:llll?:F in 1ny oninion 70 pc.· Cl'n+. 1l('tt,P1~ 
t~1an- th·; tranl sr•l'\·lce in place;:; such as 
J:--la Yro and I\1a.rscillcs. 

~~~1·. "'\;\'INSTA ',LEY: l~ou IlJU'-t not forgut 
that there "' ··s a war on. 

?,..-r. LERR.: I flm not forg'tti;H( th;.t 
th 1'8 .,, a_, a. ~,"'·a I~ , L. and that then:• '\V:Jre 

" -,men rr•)tor driY('l' and conductors. I a<n 
quit8 sat.j~fled thnt rny ·words of apprecia
tion Gf tht> Brisb:-:ne Tramways Compa~1y 
ure instiJicd. It. has bt'CTI said that this 
~·:rea.:' ve .tcd -interc~-·t-as it is ca1led-i~ 
Laking huge prof1ts. \iVe know that it wa.i\ 
not until 1902 that a dividend was paid on 
preference- shares, and. so far d'l ordinrtry 
shares are concerned, it was five years after 
that before a dividend was paid, and then it 
was only a small diYidend of from 2 per 
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cent. to 5 per cent. I want to deal with 
the innuendoes and inferences that have betm 
indulged in with 1 f'i!ard to the \'?atered 
cJ,plb~J of the Br!sb_,ne Tramvvays Co1npa117 
The oth,_·r da-.- I saw aP authentic :Jtaten1en-s 
tlnt '"-hat is kr.o~-.n as watered r·apital onlv 
an1onnt.::·d to £75,0QJ. The ordinary rr1:,n in 
the str·cct T\ ill ,ay that this watering of 
capital means that the money goes into the 
pocket.' of the sharcholdere. Let '" examine 
what it doe's :f!Can. It I11t~ans that frorn 
the amount ~...1£ n1mry which if'> hr1d in 
rt'serve );onus ~hari~S arc issued to the 
shardwlders. That mone:· is put into addi· 
tional extcn•iow1 and requirements of tho 
tr>mwac·s and th•" j, added to the capital. 
Let u·1 s~\ that tha-t particular money i,; 
urnino- ctcdditional profit. Is there any 
re~1son °Why, if those profits are put into th~ 
lmsiness thev should not earn more money! 
Is it n~t toe the a.dvanta.,e of the business 
hJ ut.ilise it in that ".lV? I remember that 
ac the initial stage of the Bill va-rious hon. 
members sctid, "Wait till you hear the 
figures." 'l'h<ore is only £75,000 out of 
£1.000,000 which, according to hon. mem
bers opposite, has gone into the pockets of 
shareholders. l'he total cost of the tram
ways has been £868,000. 

The PBE:WHB: Does that represent sub· 
serihed capital? 

Mr. KERR: It does not represent sub
•cribed ca-pital: but, if the hon, gentlen:an 
wants to knov, what the subscribed cap1tal 
i.l, it is given ir1 this ''Brief History relating 
to the :Brisbane Tramways," wh!Ch sho" s 
that tlwrc are 75,000 preference £5 shar0s 
fully f"''d-up, amounting to £375,000. There 
v1.r'> !-:"li Jnn~rjpr-tion from the o;)posltP 
si{]e t.h 1t the onlv sub~cribed r-:tpital was 
£=75.000, but that' is incorrect. Ld us go 
H } 1t dll thcr. rih:;rp re also 75,00Cl ordinary 
ohare< of £5 each fullv paid-up, amountinl': 
tfl £375.000. rnakinR" a total subscribed 
'"'I ita] of £750,000, a-nd not £375,000. 

The PHi:~nER: The hon. n1e1nbcr is wrong. 
Th ~ is onlv ln crmnc:etion ,,-it.h reconstruc
tjun, Hf- :~d ·~vir. Ivlacfarl::·nc's corn1nent abDut 
)V::ttercd stock. 

Mr. K ~~R R : I sa,. that the Government 
an not in a position' to '"Y that any ca-pital 
is Clt< • .Led, n;Jr at(~ their auditors in a posi
ti<m h tc,ll them w. It i, quibe wrong 
fo1· n11 thr~se· innuPndoes to be n1ade. 1The 
GoYi rnment have no rignt to attnck a pd
vate con1pan) with regard to \". atered 
<'hpital. Their auditors. who ne two of 
t,hc be">t acc-ountants m Bnsbane, could not 
make these shtcments. \Vhat right have 
the U0vcn •nent to say the C'ompany has 

its capital? \Vc ,;hould ha-ve cle.w 
n r:d not have these innuendoes 

the GovPrnment. 

There is a diocrcpancy. but it is the Govern
ment's place ta find out that discrepancy. 
The Go\'C·rnrn··nt d!d not find Jt out, and 
tbcv arc unable to tell thf! House anything 
ab<;ut ]t ut the pr·>3Cl1t tirne. I quite agree 
with the l'rGmicr that h" could not carrv 
out <·omph-'-~· nt g-otiations with the company 
uncler tlw conditions y;hich it proposed. I 
have ~,:onP into the figures. and I notice the 
mmp,.... wants to have a. first charge against 
the receipts. It wants a guarctntee of 6~ per 
cent. on the capital and a guarantee of 5 
per cent. on the new money inveoted in 
mdensione. There are various other charges; 
but there is insufficient profit to allow the 
Government to get any profit and meet th08e 

1922-5 F 

dl:ll'ff 
fac": 
1Jroflt 
~ n·d 

:rnv nri[Unlcnts on th€se 
, 192( there 1va.s a net 
If ",. include the British 

of tlw net 
be £188,000. 

ycu the ncce",·arv deductions for 
n >-~~l·lwad charg,-s, f 1PprcC'iatton. and the other 
tar·tors h~,~e just lHC'nti --:led, there: is no 
nu_rgln the GnYcr11n1cnt. As a n1atter of 
fan, floin \,:hat I can ce, tlle only 1nargin 
~s for a guarantl'P of C ~ per rent. on tho 
< .;pital inye~t<'d. A good d('al has been 
rnndt of tht~ faf·t then the Connnis-ioner of 
Pt ice, interfered \Yith thf~ tramways, and I 
think that t.hat ..tctio;l \\·as unju,tified. The 
Premier intimat~d that the company 'il'"-& 

not willin., to haye an inquiry. I >vill hand)., 
this question for a moment, and show what 
took place. Th0 Commissioner of Prices, in 
his report of la-st year, had this to say about 
the tramways-

" On the 28th April, 1921, a notice 
appe, red i'h the Press ctdvising that an 
increase in the farce of the Brisbane 
Tramways Co., Ltd., would take eff0ct 
Dn and after 8undav, 1st Ma-y. On the 
29th April, tramwa-y fares, charges, or 
prices wPre deda.red to he commo·dities 
to which the Profitcering Prevention 
Act of 1920 applies, and "' notification 
wa ·• issued by me in which the respective
price'1 charged for such commodities on 
the 28th April, 1921, were declared to be
the maximum prices which ma-y be 
charged in the pettv sessions district of 
Brisbane." · 

There we have a. statement tha-t he fixed 
the price of this particular commoditv. The 
J?n_micr f;J.id the company was not iarne to 
haye an inquir~-. Thf: con1pany is 8uffering 
under no dc1u:o1on in n'gard to this. and it 
doe:; not dt scrv0 anv innu _'ndo fro1n the 
Premier to the \ fft)ct .tbat it is not garno to 
ha Ye an inquirL . 

:\fr. BREXNAX: Didn"t they have J\Ir. Feez 
at the bar of the Lrglslnti;,e CounC'il? 

:\Ir. KEPR: I do net know anything about 
~.ir. Fu!z; I am df :ding with the Comn1is
ioner cf Prices. In nil probability the 

Prcrni0r told hin1 tn do it. and vet the hon. 
gent' ,~~man a<'CUSt~s the company ;f not facing 
an iliqulry. rrho::c ,.-11o are managing the 
nffain of the comp.wy are not fools. Thev 
a-rc not going to ma1u~ assP-s of the1~1sch:eS~ 
The Profiteering Prevention Act of 1920 is 
YCr_y dl~tinct. That i;::: ·why the co:npany 
ha, not a ked for a-n inquiry, and in all 
probahilit:, that is why the company did not 
take the mat,ter to the court. Subsection 
(JO) of 'ection 20 of the Profiteoring Pre
Y< nti,,n Act of 1920 reads-

" No decision, dec·laration, demand, Ol"' 

oth0r act or proc0cding of tho Cu1nn1is
--i()ncr or Deputy Cornmis~ioner shall, in 
any rna.nner what::oever. be quL'':~tioned or 
rc·;·ic;x·ed, or Le re:;::trained or re1novcd 
b_\7 rnohibit.ion, injunction certiorari, Ol" 
o~herwiso hov.-EOCYCr. ~.· 

hD VP> quot0d from :t section of their own 
Act. The action of the Government a-gainst 
th·, compa'ly coincides with some other 
u( tion" takPn bv th0 Governn1ent against 
private enterprise, whieh has done good 
service to this Sbte. I have Mr. Blundell's. 
figures h0r0, and I understand that the sys
tem can be taken over for £2,000.000. If for 
a moment we leavo out of consi·deration the 
repairs and extra money r€quired for· 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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additional extensions, n.nd a:,sunle that 
£2.000,00J is paid for taking over the 
sy~<-0nl, then it will be a paying pro
position for the local authoritie~. I say that. 
hccau"e the profit on f.:2,000.000 would bn 
9~ per c 'nt. \Ye rrlu~-~ take. into considera
tion that the I3riti'h aml colonial taxation 
amounted to £78 000 in 1920. If the local 
authoriti•s werp c~en1ptcd fron1 that taxation, 
then the rdurn on £2.0JO,OOO would br_ 9~ 

c 'l!t. If we can bolTO\V the n1oney at 
p0r cent. or 5 per cent., we can provide 

n ~inking fun-d of ~ per ecnt.) and th:'l.t 
will le -LYl' a W'JTking n1argin of a little over 
3 per cent., or. to be accurate, 3.4 per cent. 
I think that it is ;:;oing to give the loce>.l 
authoritiPs a sufhc]<'nt n1.,rgin to ;,vork upon. 
I hope that thc truct will keep separate 
accotu:t:; to oc;,ho-w ho1-v it \Vill work out in 
regarL1 to the mone:- l'L~quired for additional 
rcp<1i1 and for the d1ffcr~·nt nC'rcHaries con
T!cdcd _,·irh the 'Ystem. \\.0 shall then be 
able to glcon exn~tl:v how tllc management 
under a trust is going- to ron1pare \7:ith 
private enterprise. 

I have gone to tlw tr ubi. to ,,ec what has 
tran'~pirf'd. in th, other State~ In QtF'Pn:-:.
JaEd. IYhC'rc pri\·atc entcqJl'it'3c is in exi~b'L•.::e, 
th0 nC't l'C•tnrn on capital in-.:.TP·<C'-d i" 9. 7 per 
cent. In Sydney, \Yherc the tran1s are u.ndel· 
SL"_tc- jnri::-.diction: the rr'urn is Vll~Y 4.5 pt ~· 
{ cnt. The sy··teln doe~ not cYen pn:'.r interPst. 
In }lclbourn•~ ihc re+ur!l is 5.5 p~r nndce 
local authoritv untrol. That i· 
of the fact tl;at it co>r the I3ri· · ~ne 
~~·nys {_,~ornpany l;ll,OOO per rr1ile nJorc for 
the. construrtion of the trnnn\ a vs in Bl'isbanc. 
The cnmpan:v has got oilicials who ·-·ill be 
,_tble Parrv on the sydc_.1n. and under thosP 

there i:3 no~ reason ·whv j, should 
not be C::>._rrif 1 on equall:" as \vcll ~~" a private 
('Oll{·:nt. In r'"~ard to th0 tru··t, I t:link 
that a trust of eight n embers \\ill he ·.>o 
f'umbrl:<.olnc. It is a 1nistakc to hav~;;• to'> 
many 1nemh•r3. The sharcl!oldP:'~ of a large 
C)lnpany only appoint thrt•c or four dlrrctor 
Tllc Brisbane 'rran1ways Comp.tny ha'> '""hrcc 
or four di n."":>ct ;rs. und no· ,.,-e prcpo e to 
crE'atP a tn>"t of eight ntembcL··. ~Iy rL ··onl
n1cndatiou to tl1C' PrPnlicr i· tn 1~- th .. ]~cal 
authoriti0s a pp{ int a cf tlne . 
Advertise in the Pre s fur b~ ·.:.t rncn for 
the thr0~ Let rhc:·l be paiJ salaric:-~ 
!'-lufi.icicnt t(' thorn to take an inde-
pcndc;_t and kPN1 intt:.:·n~~t in the busines;:;. 
Lnt them be rcspomiblr to thr ]or'll antho
ritics rnorP than to the Government. 
their po\d'iS with that in vie"tv, and you 
not havt-"' ··~) nnwh interfcrcnc0, vou \vill 
L' n bl0 to cqnalise mat h'rS rnore V under 
tlw propo,al in the Bill. 

FOR l'l'BL!C brQTHUCTTOX: 

:ur. KERR: No. 

Cornpany has 
as in Bri 'bane. 

Th-: S::cRETARY FOR PeBLJC lNSTRDC'H0:;: 
Th'l'r'; ~rr:- four director~ in Brisbane. 

~Ir. KERB: They f11"' not all working 
dircct.cl':-). You C':lnnot call the rnen 1n London 
working directors. A!! they do is to look 
'-'~t t.hc acr·ou11t.s as they como alDng. 

The PREMIER: They were the only Board 
so far as \Ve ''~Vero concerned. 

I'.Ir. KERR: I was very pleased indeed to 
hear the Premier bay that b' proposed to 
raise a loan, I think from the Common· 
wealth Bank, with which to pay the Tram
ways Company in C'ash. 

[Jfr. Il err. 

Tho PRL -,:TER. : I did not sa:; we would 
raise a loan. I ~aid nLgotiationB had been 
prut·:-!-..'dins \Vith the Connnonwcalth r·:Lnk. 

~Ir. I(ERH : I hope the negotiations will 
bl' succ_--.:_,ful, bpran..;e, if "\Ye have to add 
debt ntun··' to our pablic d bt-~ 

The FRE:\IIER : It "\v0nld not 1H::- 'idd0d to the 
pnblic debt. It would be a trust arcounL 

::\fr. KEHR: It is proposed to pa:, 5~ pet· 
cent. it' deb0nturcs are i·,·\J.Icd, but \Ye know 
th .... t the' rnarkPt valuo of rflol!t~V in tho old 
Cf}untr~\ i.~ 3 p ~r <..:ei1t., and I {.io not think 
there \You]J lw any difficult.v in borro\\ ing 
t1~' mone.v at 5 per cent. in Quee11sland 
io·dny. Th_ t ~ cenf. Oh even £2.000,000 
'' uld amoant £10.000. That would be 
~ufiicit•nt to ( ate tl:r. Sinking Funds, 

. The PHE~~IIEH: The Sinkin.g Fund payrnont 
1, ~- [Wl' cent. 'fhD pnrch)·e: pric1· ·will not 
be• £2.000.000. 

Hr. KERH: I h.t VG not heard the Premier 
or alP~LJdv cl•·! 2lY 1vh~~t the purchasin5 

\Yill l\ly conte!ltion js that thet,e 
ha\'e bL·Lll dc!crmincd before 

the llil! came before the Ho m · V'l e 
have inforrr1ation as to \Vhat we are

~honld not be asked to bu:v a pig 

::\ow, 1:~ to de<l with the quution of 
the S!.lblc'~ -;en c,f tlw L·u:;;t t:o the Gov "rnrnont 
: nd th~ ·uplicit: of control. I am lnenly 
intt tPd in L""ctt:ng some tram\vay exten-
~Inll.3 1 _v electorate: I haYt' been hammer" 
1ng- ·en the n1itttPr for couple of 
ye r.-5. )..aLtrally, I want to find ant oxn,ctly 
IY~'-lt proct)dnrP I riLust takp j:n future to 
get tho~f' ~_,_d·~_n:;.:ions or to a~4i·,t the people 
i.J §.!et thr·m. I finJ thnt., fh.d~ of nll, 1,yp havn 
~; r .. to g<•t t h,:> approval of the rna!1tgo.r of 
1 h,:; f 0/1''('rn. t}u:t of the i./tPt-\vhich 
·~:ctl!::::; 8notl- _ r Jon. porhap~. Then 

ha vr~ tn g-r to .I\1~nister and push our 
U0forf_· him. He has to fl.nbmit thern 

r J the ,\ \·i ·')C\' Bna,'rd. \-vhich, perhapR~ 
LtP u,· <! J!(~du.,;· deputation. rflwn the pro-
r I d C01lJ( to the i\.Iini· t,Ql' 7 Glld h0 
".gre( AlJ the prom is(~ that 
'-"" n ,, will Le null and void if 
tJJ~"' / ~Y~ Jry Poard puts a :et:=> on it. My 
< Jt,.:pL•.i.. ie that that Board will have the 

\"C'to the deci~ton 0f ilJ1'" pn:c:.riouA 
The prin. iplo of tnc Bill is that 
authoritie:; :::hall tnkc ove-r the 

Then why dcpa:·t from that 
and tr,ivc a!1 .A.dvir.;ory Board, whi~h 

tht~ pr-oplej power to over~ 
not prepared to subm-it to 

before ihe essential 
of an c::-.tcnsion can be dcL~l'll1.·ined. 

FOR PrnLrc INSTEGCTTON: 
h""ts to bo got novv. 

l\.fr. .I\::EHH : JYiy contention i-0( tht? 
tr:Ist houl 1 }la Ye i·he po"\v-=.•r to n.n. 
C'xtensioL. It should not. h tYC to go tn r.he 
C:overnmcnt and sav, •• Give n~\ vour 
approval." By a.]] mean~ kt thP Govcrnffien{-; 
issue the fornia l Order in Council, hui· they 
ought not to ask another body of men. expert 
or othcrwiec. to d~cide whether 811 rxtension 
should or should not be gr Jl1t"d. 

Now I \rant to handle t~t\ quc:::,tlcn rJf 
v,-lwther thjs tramv;av undert.'1king 7~ for the 
b;· ,cfJt of the whole of th'· pr0ple or merely 
for the benefit of a eection of the people. 
In my opinion it mu>t be for the benefit of 
the whole of the; people, for the simple reasGn 
that people at one end of the city travel 
thmugh the city and uoe the extensions of 
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1' he other sid<e. I think everyon~ on the 
Government side will acknowledge that the 
rcprc,f•ntation on the truct should be repre
'" •ntation of the pcopl,•. and ehould not be 
baecd on the rat0able Yaluo of land. 

The S cr .. ETARY FOR Pl~BLIC I~STRUCTIO:-.r: 
vv-hat. about the tram\va;,· users? 

I\lr. KERR: The tram usns. to put it 
-crudely and :· hort1 . should pa~~· in every 
instance-not the ratepayers. It is wrong 
to make the ratcrwyel·~-'''ho 1nay never 
use the tr,, me-responsible for the under
takjngs:. The r0prc~entation on tl·c trust 
should be based on population. Under the 
Bill, Too'.··o11g, Iihaca. Enoggera, \Yindsor, 
Kedron. 'To->n,lml. and Hamilton h•ve two 
represcntat.iYes, y0t the city of Brisbane. 
with one-third or less than one-third of the 
population of those suburbs. has equal repre· 
scntation. Th<' :'.lini"ter must agree that that 
j~ \vrong. The '·amc arf!Ul11ClH applies to 
tho other oido of the rive1. In Committee I 
am going to pre,,s rny contPntion that the 
1ncm bers of th~ trust sh0uld be appointc:l 
on the basis d population and not on the 
b;1"is of land valu<;_s or rates paid. EYcn 
that cannot be the intention of the Govern· 
mcnt, or they would giYe the city of Bris
bane four or five r0prcseqta tives. and sorne 
o' the other local authorities. which arc com
bined for the purpo'c of the Bill, onlv on<' 
rcprcep:llative. I do not !mow where the 
Government have got their basis of repre
sentation from. I ban• worked out the 
number of pcopl0 in the ,ioint local authori
tie.s, and I. say that there is no cqudity of 
repn ,entat1on. You can hke the number 
of persons or the number of dwellings: on 
every basis. including that of a rateablR value 
of hnd. tho representation in the Bill is 
wrong. In n_._y opinion the jolnt lor~d authori
tiee should be in the follm.-ing group'', which 
1wvc the populatiom quoted-

" Brisb:111e. Hamil on, Toombul. 66.000 
pcrf'on~·. h,'O rnember::;; Routh Brisbane. 
Balmoral. Coorparoo, StcphcnR. 67,000 
T)C'rsons, two rnetnbPrs; Ithaca, Tou•.vong, 
\Vindsor. Eno~gcra. I(edron. 59,000 per
c·ons, t\\"0 lllCtnbcrfl." 

The Bill introduce< the principle of repre
S(ntation of land and land \ alucs int1tc:td of 
population. and Pver:; 1ncrnhcr on t-h8 GcJYCrn
ment ·~ide :hould Rup11or1· my contention if 
he is true: to his pnnciplcs. 

Now. I want to forr-hado;' some other 
::unendn1(·nt . n1ore part.icularl;:;- -in regard to 
tho precepts on local authorities to rr1oet 
deficit·. 1 an1 going to h:.ve an an1•nd1nent 
circulat<'d to provide that the dei1cits shall 
~ot; ~c rnade gox1 1-·.,_ the ratepayert>. '~~hu 
uehc1ts re to be ca1T10d on to the follo,;·1ng 

I under. tand. If a d(_~ficit i::-~ antici-
0\Yinr: t' extra repairs and addition.c:', 

on whieh intct·ut v-i!! have to be paiJ for 
the first twrln:~ months or t· o years tho 
ratepayer~ 1 accord in~?; to the rateable ~-alue 
Df land, 1vill be c'lllcd upon to 1nako good 
the deficienc,'. I disagree with that prin· 

ciple altogcethcr. I cont,,m] that 
[3.30 p.m.] the JWople \',ho us~ th2 trams 

should pay for them. No one 
will say that people who come from Towns
ville, Rockhampton. or anvwhere clso. on a 
visit to Brishan<'. should ll:avel in our' trams 
at a low rate, for whi<:h the people of the 
city ha vo to pay by a levy upon the land 
111 the metropolitan are:c. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. SIZER (,Yunrhhl: In 1918 we dealt 
w-ith l--gislation -,yhich, to my rnind, w.'"L;:; 

iniqui.touJ, ;c~nd ·'thich 1s gnin!l· to place nn 
Hni1PCcJ.s.a-ry burden upon t.hc trnst \Vh~n it 
i, formed, all because of the action of tho 
GovernnlPnt in pursuing ~ Ycnclctta again<;;t 
th0 compan_y. I v·_Ty rnuch regret that tt·1 .\ 
Bill '" f'., nl)t brought before the Cha1nbe1" 
in 1313 or 1920. Had it lwen. much trou 1,lo 
v,.·ould haYe bc0n cbvit;.tPcl. much Inisnnrler

··;.'otdd not have ari~.__'1. r!nd, gener-
~rH tking. J b0li0vc that thC> condition 

thr' tr0nnva~s in rc~1pl ··t to rolling-stock 
~1\'ould ha n.~ b,~en far murB 

to the people of Brisbane. and 
trust '''ould not have had (juit" 

ur h'n to c. .. rrv as it "Till havr. 
Hcnv<cvcr. better latp th~n npver. To-d"" 
,,.t, nrn doaling for the fir2t tin1e in a bus~
r •sslike v, av with +he tram\v<tv busin·.:.ss. 
The qHPstioTI ht.~ to be settled:· Yre ~annvt 
nJ!ov.~ a stnte of llnCf'rtaintv to continuo anv 
lorurcr. · -

There ~re thr,,e phases to this qnostion
·,-hethcr the prc ,cnt company is to continue: 
", hether there shall be Cove rnmcnt control; 
or wlcrthcr ther,, shall be municipal control. 
'The question of thr price to be paid. to p,y 
t;1ind. dor-4 not corr1e into the nrgurncnt. 
The Government h·, vc 1nad0 an otTer to the 
Trfl!nv--<;:d Company; the Tramways Com
pany has n1ade a counter off('r: there is a 
bie; diccre;1anc:· between the two offer,, e.wl 
i~ 1~ nE ::0ssarv to leave t.hP settlenH:-nt to an 
arbitrator. I thorougbh· di,agrec. as I 1id 
in 1918. with anvthing savouring of Govern
ment control of the tramwavs. It is unsonnd. 
1:-- is unfair and unreason.ablc that rospon
,;bility for that which is pnre]y in the 
in!< ·est- of the prwplc of Brisbane shoulcl 
],,, borrw by the people throughout tho Staw. 
It woul.c[ be unreasonable of the people of 
Brisbane to expect it. I am glad to ;;ee 
that th( Govcrnrnont lwYc realise l th~..~ 
"isrl.om of that cont 'ntion. and ha Ye dropped 
th:1t srhc1ne entird. Tlw second proposal 
i·1 thnt an ext{~nsion should be granted to 
the pr• •.ent, Tramwa.:'s Companv. If tlw 
tc-rn1s which t1H. Pternjrr annonncr·d in ! ht) 
Hou~e th0 othe:· ni~'ht were the last word 
fron1 the Tr·nrn'"r,'7q Compnn~., no rt'sponsible 
bodv of men could COI';idcr them for one 
nioment. I think. tlwreforc. that we e:m 
climin,·'tP that "sped of the que3tion. It 
\vonld br impossible f!O'.V to deivc 1-.vith th~~ 
Tram,Yays C'ompanv a bargain which would 
not be more advantagpons to the c::Jmpanv 
th<tn to the people. The con1pAD:V is in 
the pos1~ion of being able to St<V. "You 
hn vc to tRLe oYer tlw coE-cern. or \Ve are 
to .carry en. If \VP ·re to c~rrv on. herG 
rue our' tc.rn:::.'' I think the corrlp.nny Shonld 

glad to bP rid 0f tlw 1JPslnrss. It js 
- a.nd fa··t. nnd th( re is not much 

of g-ond cornlnq fron1 anv furfh0r 
,,-ith it, Tlw onlv other for<n 

of C·J!ltrol n1n:nlcipal rontrol. · 1 advoca•··:-.d 
that in 1913. ~nd I advoc1tc it to-day. I 
.-.e~ no r0:1son v,'h•: \YC' shoulrl. b·~ afraid of it 
in any shape or 'form. M,- observations of 
municipalb--owncd tnm' in other parts of 
the world have shown ml' thut they have 
been a SULCC:"S, 

Mr, vVFIR: You ought to preC<ch that in
your caucus. 

1\!"r. SIZJBR: If hon. men1h~rs opposite 
were as frank in speaking their minds us 
we are, we would get on very well. I have 
everv reason to believe that we have men 
competent to make the tramways a success 
under a trust. For that n:;son I see no 

111r. Siz6r.] 
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obicctiun to it. rThe formation of the 
h list, to li1;"' 111ind, IS, so f 0 r, on a 
reaspnabh L.csis. Still. I think thnre JS room 
for considcr:ing the advisability of having 
a smaller tru3t.. Proba b]y r·ight rnembc~·s 
are rather n1any and '\vi1l prove son18\\, ha.t 
cun1bersome. I believe that just nB good 
results would be obtained frDm four or tive 
members. I am particularly ke·'n on th:H, 
because I am pleased tD eee embodied in 
the Bill provi-::.ion that the general mana~cr 
to be appointed will be free and untra!ll
melleJ iu hi;; adn1iuistration. It on]v 
remains for the trust to appoint a cornpeten~t 
rnan and to lav do\vn the po1iey which he 
has to pursue, lcavi11g him free and un(et
terecl. \Yhen that is done, I cannot ··"~ hv 
the tramways should not go on as well as 
they are now going·. Th(r0 seen1s to hav~~ 
been a mo't extraordinary change ef atti
tude on the rart of sorne of oue loc r l 
anthoritv men. T.hev have been onxiolls 
for this creform. they have been wanting the 
trams-and I believe that they still want 
them-but thev seem to have become afraid 
of themseh os.· I cannot understand it. [ 
am total!;· opposed to having a referendum 
0'1 th0 subject. I cannot s0e where it wDuid 
lead"''· I ha,-c turned this over in mv mind 
for smne da~ s. Supposing \ve took ~,' refer
endun1, and th0re was a negative rf'sult, 
what would have to b0 done? 

So far as I can sre, v.. would g, t nowh:rP. 
'ye would only be str0r1gthoning the hand ef 
the company. It ·would r\,_·fu:::e to 1nakc an1 
cont":)slon. and it would go on 1n it.~ own 
way. and Brisbane v-ould be deprived of 
everyrhing exc: ~Jt jusl- what the corr1pany 
wish d to gin•. If those who are advocating 
n, r.~ferc·ndunl (ilH show anv ren·,·Jllable al:cr
natiYc, I an1 pr<·parcd to ~con"'1dPr it, but I 
am unable to :3ee hovo' a ref,Tendurn can affect 
the po,ition. If a referendnm is tak "n, the 
people who will lwve to 'houlder the reeponsi
bilitv-the t,axn:>yers-will not hcve the Hn
troll~ng voicf'.- lion. n1flllbers uppo::;itu hav,,; 
satlly affected the: principle uf a referendum 
oa such a qut>ltion by proposing to nllov.-· 
those vvho are not respon ·1b1e to out-voLe tho.sc 
Vi-ho are u2~ponsjb]e. VYP ,,re not .d_c-t~ling 
1'1-'ith such an enormou~ thing jn t1klng ovrr 
the> tramway system. \Ne arc not tgkin'r
ovc~r a systen1 thnt is a failure (\.:-_· a losing 
concP-rn. \Ye ~·,re cortainiy partinr: ,.,~:ith a 
big sun1 of rnoney, but \YP _·re a1:-:o taking 
over a big asset. Even if thC' reft\rPndurn 
resulted in the negativ0. ·Ye W(Juld ,,till ha., e 
to tak! OY(~r the- tnnnw·a,.s in Fom(' 1 \av, 
unless we ere pr0par' l to hand th. m back 
holus-bolns to the comnany ::..nd -Po-..''' 1~ 
an unli1nitcd franchi~e for .. all tirne to run 
thP trarns in Brisbane as it cho~c~ I ,_:n 
h.,.~;ng- that argmncnt on th·~ sh1tenH nt h:. 
tht• PrerniP!" as to th • ~Prn1s d4_'"',ired tl1C' 
c•snpan:·. If I undcrr.tood t,he Pr- mier 
en'--- of the conditions laid down tr, dH· enrrl
pany w~"-; that no extension would he rnadc 
whil•o the high price Df nwnc' prcvaih ,J 
a-nd w·hile t.h:- cost of c }n:-truct1on was :;;o 
high. If that is so, no relief ,-ould come to 
the people of Queensland for srm.e ven 
considerable time. and I presum0 th, 
pany would be the arbiter to .. -,v 
time had arrived for it to g, on 
necessary extensions. The -p- op1() 
suburbs would still h3vc to ,, a it fm manv 
years, and they would have no redrc.-.s. If 
the rPfercndum resulted m the ncgatno. the· 
question of taking ov·er the tra.ms could ne' 
be raised again for many years. I ~C'f' no 
virtue in a.ny form of referendum. I prefer 

[Mr. Sizer. 

to Inake the local authorities and hon. n1c111-

bcrs here represc•ntiug the pc•oplc stand up 
to thf:ir oblig:<Jtion3. I <un preparcJ tu stand 
np to 111ine and <1: that I bdi·c'n] _in th.o 
1Jlunicipali:3ation of the trarn->ay Xo\v IS 
-!-lu:. :most ndvantagcon:3 ti1ne to tn ko OYtT the 
tran1-, \Ye rrln_ .. ;:; UJOY_ ahc:ld. An argtunent 
has br .. "d to llw c·tLcr that we do not 
know of taking OYC'l' the tr tni:-c;. 
Ther.__• uH!V on1cthinb in that urguuu:-nt. 
I haYP bc~\n 1lUi' -ling- :1:-". to ho\Y 1t woulLl be 
po?-:ibh• und 'l' thP circnm:-.lanccs to find out 
pxactly "\Yhat it 1s going to c:~st. VVe have 
1hc Yaluation of the con1pany and we have 
tlF Govc1·nnwnt \'J1uJ,t1on. \Ye hav-e to 
ac·q;_-.ire t~c .trains before we can.px the pri.ct;. 
Th, acqtunn:; of th trains wtJ nwan 1~tt~ 
gatjoll. und I fail to ,;t"" hoy.; \VC' t-an arnve 
dPfinitclv at the accuratt~ c·ost. \Vc all kno\v 
that the. GoYermneut Yaluation is £1,200,000, 
and ,..,.c lutYL· reason to believe that one value 
bv th' Tram\vavs Companv is over .£2,000,000. 
IV am not. prcp~ll.,_ d to acCept a \ aluation in 
the rPg:ion of .£2.000.000, c lthoug:h even ~t 
.£2.000.LOO ic will [ne a paymg cow ·".rn lf 
the rnanao'e!nent carries out jts 1vork 111 an 
cfficl~~·nt 1;wnner. I believe that in about 
hY,_'ntv vearp. th trams \Yill bP in an excellent 
11nanciril pm;ition, and that all the obligati?ns 
\Yill have been saticfied. It wlll be earnll1'-\' 
revenue for thl' people of Brisbane equally 
c, wc1l as it is now for th0 shnrcholdcrs. I 
lv,lleYc \YC ~hall gc•t many rxtcno:;;1ons ont 
of the revenue aftn a tim<'. I hope thE' trl!st 
will bn abh' to avail its0lf of the opportumt~ 
of purcha~ing the trams Bt.rattshtavvay ~nn 
lmvi11g oat the cornpan~,T's sharchol-dP~·s. _t_he 
tnist "will bP able to clo better busm'ss by 
buvirw out t·he shareholders than by pa"mg 
(ill, lo nthC'lTI .dPbcntHrt'" at. 5-~ JlPl' c~~nt. fo~ .a. 
h•ngth-v nenorl. Someth1n?' has oPen Sdld 
n h( n 1 • the ratova:, rs _fron1 any 
le"\•:; occur ln thC' rLUl11111p; ~d the 
8 -,-, trust. 'fhe !Woplc of Bnsbane 
1~111 :-:t kDu\Y that it \\·ill cost a large sun1. of 
;nor<e\" to pfff'C't extensions. If we arc going 
t0 l.?~tPnd onr t rmini another couple of 
1nllc~. I .do not think it is reasonab1_c. oon
~idf·rln:: thn high ro~t of COJ\iruchf?n. to 
('X0 ~'C'~ ~th~"t to be donA 0nd s_thl ret~1n thP 
nr(' .;;0nt fa:," from the t0rrn1n7l pm!lts to 
tJP ritv. Tt i~ only a rea~onao1e ihn,~ to 
"fC' 'tt-o'. if the trust ,-,tends thr: hn•,' 

} '· rm>J th, p1·p~pnt ter1ninal llOlllt'\ 1t \Ylll 

lw. t:llk to ehargr incrP'l~{··d faro:-:. 1n or:d('r 
10 cr'e,te rPvcmH' to mcd the co,t .entad· d 
1n cnn...-:trn< tlon. It ls a n!Ol'C' bus1ncsshke 

to put tbe hurdr'n on thP taxpny~rs 
to j"'"" clcb< nturr'. I would not ag1 ee 

to ,,., .. ,,,p·, being c'lntinunlly placed upon ih0 
1nr~.l auth()rlti s' to n1akc up DTIY dcf1?~t t.hat 
11 ~ght nrc~H in thi:-. direction. I th1nk thr• 
~i. hiiitY ~h0ulf1 br pa~::rd on to thP \1~0rs .of 
thf-> t :;\.m~. S01ncthing has 1--~ Pn ~aH1 '.nth 
n 2:nd tn a Ino~nr 'bu" f.:£'l'VJC'P. I behevte 

j<:l :-onwth1n;;- ln th::d ~rg-ument: ~1U_, 
,, , t:nnH' tinH'. 1t st:'cn1s tn m A untlnnk
"' •l,- +hat i+ should bf' contemplat '•d that sue~ 

.. r,inhnratP ancl exh:'ns1vf' ~ystf'm ~houla 
1L· re --.t 00. nn or :::upplnnt~d b:--: rnotor -l:-mSf'''· 
T <Pn 1~ot -i1.IClln~:-d to rountenanr~ t'bn argu
ttl"nt thrd· mc;·cr 'hu&• ma:v ~"rlous1y {'OnH''' 
~nt(• cnl11p 1ii1on \Yith thf' trannYa~·s to any 
~-rr· 0 t 0 xtnl'' To :;.r'rap the pre~cnt systmn 
~iVO'l]d hP n0xt to madnp.5;, TI0fore a rnotor 
·:~u~. sr:'rYicw can l1E' rnaintained pcrmancnt.ly 
~(n r1onc·Y will havf> to b exp0nd0d on our 

\Vc: arc not ov~?rsnpp1ie-rl with road
uw.king man rial around the city area, ~~~d, 
e-ven lf Tve --;.verc. the :;:.arne local authontles 
w·,uld haY~ tQ shoulder the r·e~ponsibilitie" 



Brisbai!e 'I'·ramway Trus~ Rill. [13 8EPTE)IBER.] Bri-sbane 'i"mnncay 'Trust Bill. Hi05 

Cior the construction of tlw roads which would 
have to precede a 1notor 'bus serYice and 
would mean an additional burden on the 
ratepayer.,. The proposal does not con1e 
within the range of practical politic' at tho 
prr·.cnt time, seeing that we already ha:ve a 
.ystem. If we werp establishing a new 

q)-sLm, there 1night be ,'·<Jnlethj!;~ in the 
.argu1nent for a n1otor 'bus service, but \VC 
must not o:verlook the fact that with a motor 
''bus system the wear and tear on the roads 
would be very great. 

With regard to all the idle talk of hon. 
members opposite about strap-hanging and so 
-forth, I am prepared to say that. if those 
most loud in their protestations about strap
hr.nging were placed in charge of the tram
vrav svstom, I am certain that during the 
hours of rush traffic they would not be able 
t0 cope with the strap-hanging nuisance. 

}\fr. \VEIB: EYerybodv knows that. 

:Ylr. SIZER: 'l'hen \Yhy cannot they be 
reasonable a.nd stop the silly arguments \vhen 
one is dealing with a serious businecs? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: \V e complain of 
·excessive strap-hanging. 

Mr. SIZER: Those travelling to their 
homes in a SE:'Cond-elnss railway carriage 
dUl-ing· !ho busy hours have to stand. They 
have not even a strap to hang on to. I 
have had the opportunity of visiting several 
1ar2'e ritic•s ,,-here the;· ha YO motor 'buses, 
.olc~·trjc tra1ns, O\'erhead train-;, a: d tubes) 
aJ1<1 0vc11 in thos~ places it is impossible 
during the rush hours to .h,mdle the lraflic: 
without strap-hanging. It cannot be done. 
I' you wero to say to the people that only 
tJ::.ose pcrF'JDS who could secure a seat n1ust 
travel in a tram. then half of the people 
v ould have their dinners cold at night. 

J\Ir. F. A. CooPER: I was at the ~Iater 
Hospital this morning between 10 and 11 
<D)r1ock. and I ''strap-hung" both ways. That 
1-; not the busy time. either. 

?\Ir. SIZER: There might be some good 
reaso11 for that. Although I agree with the 
-,,hole principle of the Bill, and say that 110 
Jther alte1·native is po"ible but the scheme 
propo,cd, 1 am satisfied that the Govern· 
menl's handling of the tramway business has 
be0n rc·,pomible for the excessive strap
hnngjng that take~ place, and it i~ going 
to be responsible for the additional burden 
th<>t the trust will h01ve to carrv. \Ye kno,·: 
v•:ry well that, because of the' vendetta of 
ihe Governmf''lt ~gaiust the co1npa.ny, the 
vrho1e businr .::>S has LcE'n hung up for two 
:cars. and nn,equently the company has 
ln..tdo no arrang-enlC'nts to cope \Vith the 
increased busiw s. In addition, the rolling
.stock lw,~ dllprcciateJ to a certain cxb:-nt, 
and it will cost a lot more money to bring 
ic up-to-date than wculd have bePu the case 
-;orne two yPar~ ago. It will take from 
£5J.OOO to £10J.OrJO to place th" rollinr;-stock 
ill as c-ffectiye a r0ndibon as it wa.s in two 
yc_1rs ago. That is a charge that the unfor
tunate trust will have to carry, and the 
Gm·ernmcnt are rcspomiblc for it. Had the 
Gm·ernmcnt been prepared to deal with the 
n:atter in a reasonable n1anner on that 
occasion, in,tcad of in a spirit of spleen, the 
trust would have be0n saved that amount of 
money, and the strap-hanging to a great 
extent would have been avoided. 

The Bill generally will need a certain 
amount of amcrding when we get into Com
mittee. Therc is roo'n for simplification in 

th0 rnoda;;, op· randi ftH' Sf :uring ext·-.n.-;ions. 
It mi' absurd that th'> trust is to be 
r0::::pon-siblc for thP polic~': the gen;::ral 
1nanager i~ to bP re~ponsiblc for the 
admini·,tratio!C. and then. when the tmst has 
df'cidcd that PXtcnsions arc U0C'C"'isary 1 the 
question has to be p,ts,;:ed on to another 
authoritv---thc (~ovt·rnnv-I·t. who. in turn, 
muet asi< th. Advisorv Board \Yhcthcr th,• 
cxten~~lon -hou1d hP ca~·ricd out! I have no 
Sl'8111" to be a trprnendous a;nount of over
lapping: in that dnPction, and I hope we 
shall bt:' able to conYinf'c th0 Goyernn1ent 
of the nd\·isahlE'nc"-.s of k~Yin~ tlH~ question 
of extc11siom in the hand' of the trust. That 
];; a. fair and rr'it~onab1e proposaL Seeing 
that the local authorities affc, led will have 
repn''C'ntation on the trust. surely it is 
reasonable to ask that thcv should be the 
people who should dPcide whether or not an 
<'xtension should be carried out. I have no 
objection to thP Government, if they fePl 
themsoh·c, responsible. kcepiug som<' sort of 
ar. (~ye on the bu5inPss so long as they ure 
iut, n'sted; but to compel the trust to go 
through all the rigmarole I haYe mentioned 
before an (:xten;o;ion can _ b(~ made, scc1ns to 
mP ahstu·d and unneces:-;arv. An arrwndment 
will b<· nHlvPcl in thp ·dit·Pdion I have• 
indjca h'tL and I hope the Govcrruncnt \vi1l 
giYP it faYotnablf' eo11sirleration. \Vh('n we 

into CommitteP we shall haY<' to r<'model 
!"'dY'lll£'. particular}~· in regard to the 

tn.1;;:t und iu th0 direction of cxten:·ion~, and 
:11 -·) a;;;; to the prt~repts on the }oral authori
tlP~. ThP"0 ~Peln to be the three' cardinal 
poinh ""'hi rh require amending and sinlplify
ing. \Yp cannot lmproye rnu{?h on the pro
Yi:~ion~ ~~, ith regard to thP achninistra,tio:r;.. 
Sn long a::: \VC' know the p;enPra1 111anager 1s 
fr(-e and unfetb:_:red to run the svsten1 as a 
businPss conrPrn. IYC' have every. reason to 
brli<'n' that pfficicnt managPnwnt will take 
pla0c-. 

Thi~ is one of th0 lncastUC'5 jntrodurcd b:v 
thi5 Govr'rlltrPqt that \Vt' ran 5Upport, 
gC'nf'rally ;penkillg-. LPcausc it is in the 
intPrf'~t" of the pe•Jplr of the city. I b0licve 
that Brisbane \Yill groy\·, and I arn a. b0Hever 
in tltt' n1un~~ ~palisation of tran1s, and no~.v is 
ilw rnos"~" 011portnnc titrH'' to take tht'l11 OYer. 
Eu'n if I did no~ b-::•1icvc in the rnnniripa]isa
tion of the Brisbane' train',\ ay sv~~'!1ll, 1 fail 
to ~ef' anv altf'nwtiYf'. TliC>rc:foJ·c, I Rup
port the hilL ancl hopr; the same dficient 
ll!anaD;cmf~nt that is pronoscd in thi~ Bi1l 
will be jntroduccd in othf•r measnref' that 
the GoYPrnm('nt maY introduce int0 this 
Chan1hcr. I ,ugge~t ·to th,J GoYcrnn1cnt in 
all scriousrw<s that the'> tak0 this Bill a' P. 

model for fnture kg-islation. If they do that, 
bet;er result-; will bP obtained. 

Ho;; J. G. c\I'PEL (A /l;rrt) : This is a 
rnen..<:..nrc which rnorf' intiniatc1v Cf1ncrrns the 
n1en1bers r~prcsPnting Dlf'tr.opolit.an anrl 
Fuhurhan nrcr;_ '·. At tlH·-, sa1ne tin1P 1 I think 
ii· is a n.t'asurP in which everv nwn1ber of 
tht-:. :House :::hou1d tako son1e h:tCrcst. because 

it involves important principles. 
[4 p.m.] The measure itself <'an be said 

to be ~nhjcct to critic:sm. and, 
as has been nointcd out by pr0vious speakers. 
it is susceptible of some improvement. \\That 
strikes me more particularly is that the lo::itl 
authorities arc told that without anv opbon 
on their part they must take oYer the busi
ncBs rf the Brisbane Tt'alnways C<nllpany 
without. knowing what financial responsibility 
will be placed upon them. It seems to me 
that tbic i' a ver~· big matter, and that it 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 



1606 Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. 

men1bers. 
suggested as to 
which will have to be paid trust 
which will be saddled with the responsibility 
of the scheme. The Premier indicated it 
would amount to £1,200,000. In 
balance-sheet of the Brisbane Tramways 
Company, it is estimated, without any refe'r
ence to goodwill, that it will to 
£1,700,000, or £500,000 in excess 
n1ier's esti1nate. 

The Premier stated that 
highest legal opinion in 
matter. Whether that 
not, we realise 
Tramways 
to anything 
injustice to its 
the legal rnr·PP-rln>o-~ 

matter 
parties 

of 

rates 
the best 
large cities. 
ll)ore distant 
Which has been suggested is 
of 32 nerches-that is, one 
with t\vo chains in depth. Even in cur m,,.,, 
distant suburbs, with the inc"''ase in g<:neral 
rating, the amount of taxation is mcre(lsing 
year by year. 

[Hon J. G. Appel. 
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anlount 
upon the 

£3,000,000. 
of that money, 

money by 
to cost a 

way of interest. 

of the burden wliich 
the taxpayers in con

Supply and Sewerage 
be a considerable· 

likewise. If it 
upon the taxpayers t<Y 

in connection with 
will it be possible 

even 32 perches with 
which will practically 

will be placed upon 
of the question which 

my seat to n,nalyse· 

a capital expenditure of £2,000,000 .at 6 
per cent.-the interest, without allowing one 
farthing for a Sinking Fund, will amount 
to £120,000 per annum. On looking through 
the " Year Book" I find that the net return 
from the Brisbane tramways for the year 
1919-20 was £139,808. With 'a capital outlay 
of £2,000,000, taking everything into con
sideration, we can assume that the amount 
that will have to be found for interest will 
approximate £120,000. I have already indi
cated that, before any additional lines can 

laid down, most extensive repairs must 
made, costing more even than the laying 

of new perrr,·anent way. V'lhen we 
of increased cost of materiaL and 

cost of labour, if the trust is 
carry out this work for £1,000,000, it 
very fortunate indeed. I want to 

where the funds are to be found to 
the trust to carry out that work and 

to continue an effective tram service without 
calling upon the taxpayers-who are not 
even represented on the trust. There are 
three ways by which the money can be 
obtained. One is by increasing the fares. 
Is it likely the fares will be raised when we 
know that the representatives are elected on 
the parliamentary franchise which exists at 
the present day? Under the circumstances, 
is the trust likely to advocate an increase of 
tram fares? If it does, we know what will 
happen when its members have to come up 
for re-election. Then, again, is the trust 
likely to reduce the remuneration paid to 
employees in the tram service? That, like
wise, may be set aside. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The company may do both. They may 
increase the fares and reduce the wages of 
employees. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I very n,uch doubt 
it. We have only one method of finding 
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The Rill provides-

SPEAKER resun1ed the chair. 

The scheme submitted bv the trust to the 
Governor in Council, and approved by the 
irreBpoJ;lsible Advisory Board, cannot he 
altered except in one 

" Notwithstanding any proposed 

come 
property at once. 
that, at any time 

commission h"d 
terms to be fix•3d 

but the £ran
expi-red, no 

fl'Oodwill. In 
was the result d 

anthorities to '\fr. 
Premier. prov1s10n was 
the commission might 

tramways or any portion thereof 
to finy person or persons, company or com
pames. who they considered could carry out 
th<' necessary opf'rations effectivelv and to 
the fin:mcial benefit of the commission. You· 
,,.i]! observe that the Bill before us differs 
o bcnlnteh· because the 
locnl compelled, without 

over the whole of 
soon as the Bill 

alrea,dy pointed 
about which 

at nresent time. 
convenient, however 

be for them to lease or 
the tramwavs which will 

the Bill absolutely 
such a course. 

I say again that it 
thrvt c1ose scrutiny 

on the whole of 
it is very easy 

to bnt it would be very 
would be impossible

the trust of the liability when it 
'' once placed on its shoulders. We must 
deal with the busin<>ss of the people as if 
we were -dealing with our own private 
concerns and I ask if any private com
pany to toispose of its property to
any other company or private person, what 
is the fir>t thing which the owners· of the' 
property to be disposed of are required tO> 
do? 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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I:'\TERRL'PTHl;\; OF BUSI:\"ESS. 

At. 4.30 p.m .. 

The SPEAKER: Ord'"'· ! rnder Standi nil' 
Order :\o, 307. thC' businf'<5 of the Home 
"\vill now be interrupted for the purpose of 
<lraling 1·;ith questjc ns and forrna.l businc.:;s. 

QL'ESTIOXS. 

FODDER SFPPLlED TO FAR~H:RS IX 1902. 

Mr .. J. H. C ROBERTS (l'itt.ncorthl 
nskr"l the Secn•ta ry for ~\gricnltnre and 
;,'\lock-

" l. \Yhat wae the quantity and value 
of fodder enpplied to farmers durin;s 
the vca r 1902 ? 

'· 2. \Yhat was the amount ontstand
ir ;t; on this acconnt on-(a) 31st Decem
ber. 1903; and (b) 31st December. 1915 '1 

•· 3. ·wha.t was the quantity and value 
of fodder suppli0d to farmero durinc: 
1915. and what was th0 amount outstar:d
inQ' on this ac:2ount on 31st Decemb0r, 
1916? 

"4. \Yhai \\as the nuantitv and vahw 
of fnddeJ· supplied to farmers during the 
::0a n, 1918 and 1919' 

·• 5. ·what \\as the total amount ont
sta.nding on 31st Dec1.'mb0r, 1920. on 
auount of t!w supplv of fodder to 
farnwrs from 1902 to 1919. inclusive' 

"6. ·what pan1wnts on account of 
fodder -;o snppliecl ha vc been made by 
the \\'heat Board to the Department of 
Atuicultnre up to 30th .TunP. 1922, and 
\Yhat Rlnount \Vas Hill outstanding on 
ht July, 1922 '" 

The RE<.'RETr\RY FOR AGRICULTURE 
''.Hon. \V. N. Gillic<>. lc'ut!ttm · replied

,, L NiL 

"2. (a) :\il: (I,, niL 

'' 3. ThE' distribution of fodder w.ts 
comml'nced in 1915. and was carried on 
into 1916. The total <]Uantity suppE,"d 
to fatm0rs was 1.740 tons 13 cwt. 3 qr., 
which. with railage and other charges. 
wcs valued at £13.911 2s. 7d. The 
amonnt outstandi n ··: on this a..ccount on 
31st December. 1916. was £12.560 1s. 1d. 

.. 4. Nil. 

'' 5. On the let January. 1917, 111 

amalgamation was effected of all 
nrcDunts fo:r seed wheat and fodder sup~ 
nlil'd and cash advanced. It is. there
fore. not practicable to separate thP 
foddl'r from the seed grain distributed 
and other athances, bccanse I do not 
knoYv to Yvhat E;C'p'lrate it,•m any stun 
ret Pi,,ed is attributable. 

'· 6. S''" No. 5: hut the t~tal outstetnd
ing on the 1st July, 1922. •.n the amH!
gamatod accounts. was £34,697 2s. 7d.'' 

GR.HlfXG OF WHEAT CHOP OF 1920-21. 

Jl.lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS asked thn SecrL'· 
'tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" Referring to his anGwer to my ques
tion on 12th instant. relative to the 
wheat guarantee-

" 1. ·will he explain the difference 
between f.a.q. wheat and wheat of prime 
milling quality 9 

'' 2. \Vhat was the quantitv of f.a.q. 
whe:1t and whc·at of prime milling 
quality. respectively, produced m 
Queensland during 1920-21? 

" 3. Has 7s. 3d. per bushel been paid 
for f.a.q. v: heat produced in Queens
land during 1920-21 '? 

" 4. Who was responsible for grading 
th0 1920-21 wheat as wheat of prmHl 
milling quality? 

"5. Is it the intention of the Govern
m• nt to now differentiate betwe9n 
f.a.q. whc,at and wheat of prime milling 
qua.litv in respect of the balance of 8d. 
per bi.Jshl'l due under the guarantee of 
8J. per bushd ?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'ULTTTRE 
rcplit>d-

•· 1. ThE' term ' prime milling wheat' 
in nw former rl'ply to tho hon. member 
was tl6ecl bec"'"c it signified the actual 
words of the decision of the Government 
with regard to the guarantee. Prime 
milling wheat r~prc,,ents g1am of the 
highc .. t rpnlity and weight per bushel, 
•.c·hich witlr. other standards. f.a.q., et,c., 
is fixed each year by the State Wh~at 
Board according to thE' average (luahty 
of the !':rain for the season, and pa,,J 
for acccrdingly. 

"2. Sea .. <on 1920-1921-f.a.a. wheat, 
2.855.830 bushels: No. 1 red ·vhc·at, 3,'147 
bushels-total, 2.859.777 bushels. The 
c]a,,siflcation bv the State vYheat Board 
for 1920-1921 ";as not on a prime milling 
wheat basis. 

"3. Y£ ~. 

"4. See :\o. 2. 
" 5. No change will be made in reL1· 

tion to tl!C' method of paymcn~." 

AREA oF Cn.mTERS TowERS GoLDFIELD 
RESERVE AXIl HOLDINGS THEREON. 

~Ir. \YI:\S'l'c\:\LEY (Que< nton) asked the 
8-t'cretarv for i>.Iines-

" i. \Yhat is the area of tlw Charters 
Towers Goldfield Reserve? 

"2. \Vhat uea is h,·ld unde occupa
tion lircnse: 

"3. (r:' \Yhat are the number of hold
iJJQ'" under rnincrs' horne:::tead leases? 
(/;) \Yhat ic; the area? 

'' 4. la) \\'hat are the number of hold
ings qndcr pcqwtual leases. (b) What is 
the n.r0a? 

"5. (a) \Yhat is the nnmber of market 
garcl.cn .. : 1 b) What is thf' area' 

"6. !a) What is the number of gold
n1ining leases? (b) \Vhat are the areas? 

"7. Wh ~ .. t is the balance available? " 

The 8ECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
.. \. J. Jones, l'wlrlington) r•plind

" L About 615 square miles. 
·' 2. no: square miles. 
'' 3. (a) 11.474; (b) 258,412 acroH. 
•· 4. (rt) l\Iiners' homestead perpetual 

l0ases. · 310; (b) 50,162 acres. Perpetual 
]cacAS undf'l' Lands Act, 16 and 7,703 
acrt"\ respectiv.Jy. 

"5. (11) 15; (b) 49 acres. 
" 6. la) 9; (b) 139 acres. 
" 7. Balance (including ror..ds, reserves, 

etc., and unselected land), about 10 square 
miles." 
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LIFE AssunAKfE CoMPANIEs' DEPOSITS. 

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS asked tho 
Trea~urer--

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
an article in the 'Daily 1\hil' of 9th 
September, 1922, relative to 'Life Assur
an·c' Compmie·<' Deposits''? 

"2. Is it a fact that one or more life 
as"urancc c:orr1panics \vas or were allowed 
to make a deposit with the Treasurer of 
le". than the full £10,000 required by 
section 5 of the Life Assurance Corn· 
panies Act of 1901 '! 

" 3. If w. which c'lmpany or corn· 
pLnies registered since 1916 was or were 
so permitted' 

" 4. On what dates were such com· 
panics regie!ered in Queensland? 

Name of Company. 

" 5. On what dates, and in what 
a·notmt .. were the payments made to the 
Tn· 1surer? 

" 6. C·w the Treasurer legally accept 
a deposit of less than the. full £10.900 
required by the abm cn;enhow;d eect10n 
of the Life Assurance Compame3 Act of 
10ll '! 

"7. \\'hat company or companies paid 
the full clcpoeit of £10,000, as required by 
the Act·: " 

The TREASFRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
('hil/auo£) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. X o; but in certain cases the Troa

mrer has agreed to accept the deposit in 
instalments. 

"3 to 5.-

l Dat0 of ~~ Date on '-rhkh 
Deposit was Lodged. '.LillOUUt. I Registration. 

-------------1~--------1-----l 
~ I £ 

·The Southern Cross AssuLcnce Cotnpany, Limitetl 

The Queens] an l Probate Insurance Company, Limited 
''The Australian Probate and Genetal Assurance Cor

poration, Limit-Prl. 
rl'he Citizens and Grazier:::.' Life Assurance 

Limitml 

The Life Assuranc.e Companies Ad of 
1901 proYidcs that a company formed 
after the passing of that Act may make 
the deposit at any time not later than 
three months after the incorporation or 
xegistration of the company. 

"6. Ko; and there is no intention to 
do so. 

"7. The following companies have 
.m a de the full deposit :-

Australian Mutual Provident Society; 
Australasian Temperance and Gene· 

ral :Ml!tual Life Assurance Society, 
Linjted; 

Austl'alian Metropolitan Life A-;,ur
ance Company, Limited; 

Citv 11utual Life Ascunnce Society. 
J~imited; 

-Citizen""'' Life A_:c-surance Company. 
Li1nited; 

-Colonial Mutual Life A"urance 
Socictv, Limited; 

Equitable Life Assurance Society of 
the United State'; 

?\ ational ::.Iutual Life Aec,ociation of 
Australn .;ja, Lirnited; 

New York Life As•urance Company: 
Australian Provincial Assurance 

A_ssociation! Lin1ited; 
Lifo Insurance Company of Australia. 

Limited; 
Provident Life Insurance Company: 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of 

New York; 
Southern Cross Assurance Company, 

Limited; 
Equitable Life Assurance Company 

of Queensland, Limited; 
Mutual Life and Citizens' Assurance 

Company, Limited." 

9th \uga<:!t, 1921 

26th )lay, 1022 .. 
22nd Jun;;, 19~2 

11th AnJ;ust., 19:22 

I 

I 

7th Kovember, 1P21 
l:lth February, 1Di2 
12th }Jay, Hl32 
14th August, 1•.122 •. 

1 :Jth August, 1 ilZ2 .. 

1st August, 19:!~ .. 

3,000 
2,000 
:J,U\0 
2,000 

1 1o,ooo 
1---
1 5,000 

! 5,000 

! 

l'LEAXERR E~ll'LOYED IX R.ULWAY DEPART:>iENT. 

:\Ir. BRA.'<D (llnrrum) asked the Secretary 
for P.,aihvaYs-

.. 1. \Vill he kindly supply the follow
ing information-

!i.) (([) :'\umber of cleaners employed 
during Augnst, 1922; (b) number em
ployed short time; and (c) number of 
engines in use? 

(ii.'1 (a) :\umber of cleaners employed 
dm·in~ August, 1912; (b) nurr,ber em· 
played short time; and (c) number of 
engines then in use? 
"2. To what cause dol3 he attribute 

the prc·'t•nt working of short time by 
clean-ers in the raih>av scnice? 

" 3. \~'hat \YRS the" ayer<tge weekly 
wage paid to adult cleaners (exclusive of 
senior cleaner•) durmg the month of 
.\.ugnst. 1922' 

"4. HaYe shop hands, shed employer,, 
:::uch a~ cxaminc~rs, shcd1nen, etc., been 
res:ored to full time' 

" 5. If 'o, \vhy ha vo cleaners not re
ceived a similar treatment'!" 

The SECEETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
1Hnn .. J. Larcombe, J(qJpel) replied-

'· 1. To secure this inforniation from all 
the twentv-six locomotive depots at which 
ti me-sheet• arc prepared in all parts of 
the St 1te would involve considerable time 
and labour. The figures for Mary
borou~h and Bundaberg (in which I pre
sume o the hon. m em her is );ll'incipally 
interested) are as under-

(i.) (a) 29 at Maryborough and 2~ at 
Bundaberg; (b) none worked short time 
at either place; (c) 38 at Maryborough 
and 18 at Bundaberg. 

(ii.) (a), (b), (c), These figures ar9 
not available. 
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" 2. At some depots short time is being 
worked owing to reduced train 1nileage 
and lesser traffic, also owing to the fact 
that the men desired to pool the avail
able v;ork rather than deflate cleaJw,·~. 

'' 3. rrhe average \\ ctS £4 6s . .at Thiary~ 
borough and £4 14s. at Bundabcrg. in
dud1nb cleaners temporarilv acting as 
firftnen. '" 

"4. Yes 
"5. S(·,~ sr1~nn:r to Xo. 2.n 

BALLOT FOR :\1AIZE POOL. 

~rr. CLAYTOI\ (H"idc Bay\, in the ahsencJ 
of }ir. Edwards (~Yaswnuu), asked the Sc...:rc
tary for Agriculture-

,, 1. I-1o\v ruany forn1s were rccentlv 
~cnt out to rnaizC',(TOIYf'rs relative to th'O 
forn1ation of a nutize pool? 

" 2. I-Iow 1nany replies to d1e question:) 
a ked IY~'rc re;:cived? 

" 3. DiJ such replies disdos0 a majority 
in fhvour of a rnaize pool·: If so. \Vhat 
Inajorit:y ?'' · 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICl:JLTTJRE 
replied-

" 1 to 3. ::\ o ballot upon the specillc 
cp1cstion of a maizo ]Jool has been taken, 
but grower"' haso. been asked, in addition 
to several other inquiries. whether they 
h You red a pool or nor. The returns are 
not yet complete, hut I hope to make a 
;;;taten.lent shortl~'." 

"G?\ 1 :~JPLOYED REGISTERED AT BLXDABERG 
LABOUR EXCHA~GS. 

Mr. CA'l'TERMULL (Jiusura cl asked the 
Home Secrc tary- · 

" Referring to his statement on 5th 
instant, that the number of unemployed 
registered at the Bundaberg Exchange 
on 21st August. 1922, was 41-Is it not 
a fact that the number registered at this 
Exchange on 4th instant was 280? If 
not, what was the actual number regis
tereJ on that date?" 

The SECRETARY FOR .MIKES. in the 
absence of the Home Secretary (Hon. \i\-. 
::V1cCormack. Cairn,<), replied-

. " I ha Ye no definite information rE'gard
lllg the number on 4th instant. Inquiry 
will be made." 

LEAD-POisoxrxG IN GnrLDRE:-< Ix QuEEXSLAXD. 

:Jr. GREE:'\ (TownsTillc), in the u.bscmce 
of Mr. Elphinsione (Oxlcy), asked the Home 
SPcretar~z·-

,. L, \Vith rck-rcn·.e to the pro1'osed 
anwndmcnt to the Health Act in -"hi eh 
urovision is 1nacTe rc-:tricting the uFe of 
'· hite leaJ in paint on surfaces within 
r<'nch of children, is he aware that the 
Coinn10Jn\·Palth Governn1cnt i(,, pr·t:parc;;~ 
to conduct a medical investigation into 
the inc1dcnce of lead-poisoning in children 
in Queensland, provided they arc r0-
qucstod officially to do so Gy the Que·vns
land Government? 

" 2. As the matter is a Yery in1portant 
one, and considerable cnlighten1nent 
should ensue from such an investigation, 
will he consider the lodging of an official 
request with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment forthwith? " -

The SECRETARY FOR 1\Il~\'ES, in the 
abence of the Home Secretary, replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. This has already been done." 

COST OF BUILDIXG STATE BtoTCHERY AT JY1ACKAY. 

Mr. SY,-AY::'\E (Micani) asked the :Minister 
in Charge of State Enterprises-

" \Vhat was the cost of buiicling the
State butcher's shop in :Mackay (this
rPfc•r. to the building only, without any 
of the working plant or :and on which 
it stands)? " 

llox. \Y. FORGA:\ SMITH (Jlackay) 
replied-

" Cost of building, £2,132 2s. lcl. This 
eo.st incluJes--Insulated cold stor-~:s; con
clcu'·0r house; cork liniD£S and trays; 

rooms; shed; tallow boilers set in 
lnvork: drainage; lavatories: eon

vrete foundations; and reinforced con
erne floors. The fitting''· \vhich were 
i11elull :·d in the cost, agg·rcgatc £224." 

ExPI·:xDnt:RE ox Oc:rnoon HEr.IEF, 1920-1921 
AXD 1921-1922. 

~lr. CLAYTON asked tlw Home S,xre
tnr-,;~ 

. " 1. Ha, he taken cogmsance of the 
fact (as sho,, n in the annual report) tha,; 
the following amounts have been ex
nendc•J on outdoor relief during the two 
iinancial years 1920-1921 and 1921-1922:-

£ ·'·d. 
Brisbane 
Bo,ycn 
Cl1artcrs To"'-VCrs 
Bundaborg 
1ps,vich 
Kuridala. 
.Y!ackay 
:c\1aryburough 
:>,;Iount 11organ 
l{ockhampton 
Too\voornba 
1l'own;ville 
\Vynnum 

89,235 5 11 
3,209 1 1 
5.457 2 9 

17,959 5 2 
6,459 4 1 
3,093 17 7 
6,110 12 9 
6.438 15 3 

42.6)0 3 2 
11.826 2 7 

4.8'-2 7 6 
19.399 12 4 
5,675 17 8 

"2. Is h aware that (excluding the 
mPtropolitan area) the actual residents 
who received outdoor relief during these 
;cars wc·e-1920-1921, 26,267: 1921-1922, 
34,313-total, 60,580? 

''3. Does he consider these figur s show 
that this State is pacsing throup;h an era 
of prosperity, as stated by the hon. 
member for Brisbane m a speech rerPntly 
delivered in th1s House? If so. does he 
attribute such prosperity to the w1se 
administration of the present Govern
rnent? " 

The SEGHETARY FOR MIKES, in the 
e1b enc~ of the IImne Secretary) replied~ 

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
" 3. :\h views on this matter \Cere dis

closed w11en the relief vote was under 
discussion." 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRICES FIXED FOR BEEF 
m MARYBOROt:GH AND BuNDABERG. 

Mr. CA'l'TERMULL asked the Premier
" 1. Is he aware of the big differenc_es 

between the prices fixed by the Commis
sioner of Prices for beef at Maryborough 
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and Bundaberg, as illustrated by the 
follDv.'ing- iten1s :-

Mary borough I' B unda berg Differ- 11 C0 

; per lb. per lb. · per lb. 

s. d. 
Top,,.iJe .. 0 5 3d. Zd. 
Sirloin 

roast 0 7 5cl. 2.d. 
JCi!Jet steak 0 11 0d. ::.:d. 
Rump 

;:;t "'ttk 0 5<1. 4(1, 
;,,i.rloin 

steak 0 8 f. d. 
Tripe 0 7 5d. 
Ox tdl 

(r,wh) () Del. ::;d, 
Ox bLjns 

(eath) () 6 4ll. 2d. 

"2. Seeing that tho supplies for both 
towns arc tlra \Yn from the same source. 
c. n h•· explain the reasom for thEc0 
diffC'rcnccs ':" 

Tlw PRE:\IIER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc) 
replied--

" 1. The prices quoted for Bundaberg
arp at Yariance with the Commissioner'~ 
fixtm·· 

"2. Sec ans,ver to Xo. 1." 

Cosr TO HAILWAY DEP.IRT:IIENT OF CoAL AT 
BIRALIB.\ AND STYx Rn-EH STATE MINES. 

Mr. BR'I.~D aeked the Secretary for 
Ra.ihva:.3~ 

"\'i7hat is the cost to the Railwnv 
Department of-:-( a) Baralaba, (b J Styx 
c-nal, at the ptthead ?" 

The SECRETARY FOE RAILWAYS 
replied-

" (a) Baralaba. 14s.; (b) Styx, 20s.; 
(r·) Burrum, 26s. 9d." 

Mr. BRA:im : I did not ask for the Bunum 
figure. 

ThP SECRET_\RY FOR RAILWAYS: 
But : ou got it. (Laughter.) 

HEFl:KD OF LAND TAX. 

1\ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pitts1c01·th), 
without notic<. asked the Premier-

" 'Will he instruct the Commissioner d 
Taxes to write to all taxpayers who are 
e.fipded by the recent amendment of the 
LaLd Tax "\et, ad vi• ing them as to the 
a1nonnt of land tax \\hich has t-O bP 
rPfundcd to them, according to the 
H-dcL c2ses which he has in his office at 
the present time?" 

The PREMIER replied-

-" What the hon .. !;'ember asks is prav 
1Ica1ly an 1mpossibJhty. The Commis
RionPr of Taxes cannot be expected to 
address communications to about 26 000 
or 27.000 taxpayers. Full publicitv 'has 
been given to the right of taxpavers to 
claim a deduction. It also has been 
m<Ldc public to tho .. e who haw paid in 
Prror, that thev can claim a remission 
with respect to tax paid at any time 
during the last thr-ee years. It wiil not 
be the fault of' the Commissioner of Taxe>s 
if a.pplications for remissions are not 
made." 

1\Ir. BEBBI::-.!GTON (Drapton), without 
notice asked the Premier-

" Is it not a fact that the Commissioner 
uf Taxes is responsible for a great deal 
of the land tax being overpaid, because 
<·f the fact that the income tax forms 
~ent out state that land tax can be 
daimed mer0h d a <leduction from in
conw, and not as a deduction from income 
tax? ,, 

'~'11~' PRE~liER replird~ 

· · Thr bon. gcntlenua1 is wrong. Any 
Jr1 i (}nnu tio11 conveyed to the taxpayer 
that }:uHl tax m 1y b" clairncd as a deduc
:' J!\ i-- cp;1 ·' ~·o.rru:.t _i1!fon11ation, and, 
11 ,·trlf'r. rnc Comn11''310ner has always 
1<ctifi cl tl1c taxpayer that he is entitled 
L) a rlcclurtioJr if he has omitt0d to clain1 
]-'" 1 f t.h(' lnforn1ation contained in h:is 
~t'turn indicates that he i::; entitled to 
-.·neh a dt·du('tion .. , 

DlUTISU B1PEIHAL OIL COMPANY'S 
THA',J\Y,\ Y A:'\D \YOHKS BILL. 

THIRD READIXG. 

]l,ir. l'ETIUE (Toombu/): I beg to moYe
·• That the Bill be now read a third 

tin1P. ') 

Q•lt:'-ticll:. l .ut and pns"'cd. 

lmr,;r;AI\E TRA).IWAY TRL'S'T BILL. 

i"L ·oxn H.E'.THKG-RESl::IIPTION OF DEBATE. 

Ilox. J. G. APPEL !"1/b, rt): ·when the 
d1 bate 1;a.:., ren1porarily suGpended, I \vas 
t--Uftg(·~t.iug that, if any business vvas dif'posed 
,f uY C'onvel ted into a company, the fullest 

iHfan11aticn would be given to those \vho 
"'"'"' im-ited to become .hareholders in that 
h)rnc1an~-. If a concern was submitted to the 
pubiic ~,-itlt oo much lack of information as 
]:; tL.c e-a-,:'- in connection with this concern, 

ould tllere LL' n SUCC('Sf.ful flotation? vv-re 
{~ :r~ rcnli:-P that it \\ ould be a.n ab:-:olute 
Jia:-:{ ~·· It was Ptc•ntioncd in the annual 
n·;}nrr 1_)_~- the Trann-ra:, s Con1pan;.~ thut, if 
t.lH_) '-'-ll1'ij)any continued. the qtte·-tion of 
i'· n,o\·ing the pO\V-'r-houst would become 
r.c·n 1 utHh~r~tand that the Co1nmi~ .,ioner 
f(J\' Hail-. a~T~, on "\Yho:-.(' reserve the power 

i 'ituated. h>1s indicated that he 
' the• whole of that site. \\' o must 

;'( 111~-' that the r InoYal and the reconstruc
tio;; ''l rlw pO\Yt:>r-house \Yill inYolve a con
~ldcr:,ble outlay on the\ part of the trust. 
I oul{l like -omc information from the 
Pn·mlr•r a~ ro the positioll of the trust in 
H·g'anl to that Inattcr. If it is proposed 
ro eal'I"';,· ont the intentions of the R.a-ilwav 
l'epa rt;ncnt to utilise the whole of that site. 
aud have the power-hotLe rcmo\ ed. 0~1 whose 
s.houldPrs "-ill the rc··pon,ibility be placed? 

Mr. GLEDSOx: \\'hat is wrong with one 
C>::-itral pO\YCl' station? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am only acquaintt>d 
with the premise.- occupied by the Brisbane 
Trann' ays Corn pan~', and I unde-rf;tand that 
the compan:v mpplics a considerable amount 
d dcctricitv to the Railwav Commissioner. 
The whole 'of the power generated for the 
pur poses of tlw trams is generated on those 
premise". I uuderstand that the Tramways 
Company h" received an intimation that it 
will have tn seek a new s'tc. All the informa
tion I ask for is. What will be the position of 
the trust? ·will it be required to vacate 

Hon" J. G. ApzJel.] 
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that area'? If so, it will n1ean a hug,J out~ 
1'""'v in rc~ercctin~ and. rccon~tructing the 
plant. 

:\fr. GLEDSOX: Xot necessarily. 
Ho:-r .• J. G. APPEL: The Premier appar

ently has changed hios viows so far as con
trol of the tramways by the State is con
cerned. In his remarks he indicated, more 
or lec,s, that the State should not be con
cerned in a trading venture such as running 
tramw.1ys within a city. The ratepayers 
arc to have this burden placed upon their 
shoulders without being permitted to say 
whether they Jcsire to ac.,ept the responsi
bility or not. I want to point out that it 
may be possible for the loader of the Govern
ment, in vie\v of the great lm,ses. ,,,.hich are 
n1adc in {\·rtain of our State trading con
cerns. mch as State trawling. and so on, and 
so on--

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : Tha~ is a vague 
sta~..~"'ment-" so on and so on.'' 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I have hoard the 
hon. gentlernan n1ake sirnilar staten1onts. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\lJXES: Very rarely. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I han' heard him 
make statements more ague than that. We 
have the State trawling industry. It has 
resulted in a loss. The hon. gentleman 
might say that this is a matt'T for the local 
authoritico, and that th,, .. should supply fish 
to the ratepayer". \Yithout giving them tlw 
option, the Prcn1ier can take siinilar action 
and unload any of the other State enterprises 
on to the unfortunate ratepayer. That is 
one reason why the local authorities should 
ha-, l an opportunity of stating whether they 
desire' to take over these responsibilities or 
n0: \Ye know that under the present Act 
the local authorities are compelled to take 
a poll on any loan. no matter how small it 
mav be: aHd how much more necessarv is it 
in Connectio11 \Vjth this concern, involvlng an 
expenditure of at least £2,000,000, without 
takir.g into consideration the cost of exten
!3ion!' and the nec,··,ssary expenditure to bring 
the rolling-stock up to a state of efficiency? 

The PREliiiER: \Ylwn the hon. member was 
a member of the Government. he agreed to 
conunit th: general ratepayer::. to an expend~ 
iturP of 0\·er £2.000.000 in connection with 
the ::Vletro'"lolit:m \Yater and Sewerage Board 
·without giving an:, opportunity for '"a poll to 
be taken. 

Eox .• J. G .. l.Pl'EL: am very glad that 
the Promic r has mise cl matter. In that 
crsP we had a \Vater Board which \vas 
aclmini~tr-n·cd L•- no:11ine~'~ of the Govern
nwnt, and tl1~~ Govcrnn10nt of the da:v 
decided that. i11 viev~T of thn n,__~cessit~"T of a 
greatnr v. ater ''Ill sewerage scherne" being 
entered into. tho:~' \vho \verc th·· users of 
the water should hane the right to elect 
representatiYC'" u~'on t:1at b1ard, and the 
Gonrnment liberalised it. Thcv left it in 
the hands of the ·sater users to elect their 
representative·:- a:.d b,· so do!ng they gave 
to the users ot wn ter all the nghts that pre
viously had lwen cxercisc·d b:v the' Govern-
ment. That 1s all Wt~ n re ask in!! !n this 
matter. It is not suggt~sted that we are 
opposed to the municipalisation of th~ trams; 
we are simply urg·ing that the question of 
taking over the Brisbane trannvay system be 
left to the ralepayNs. who appoint their 
representatives on the local authoritic> on 
the same franchise O'l which we are elected 
to this Assembly. Why should they not 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

have that right? It is admitted that a refer
endum is democratic. \Vhy should we take 
that right away when, so far as the lor J..l 
authorities are concerned. this is o impor
tant a matter. and whc'n, as I have alr·ead:: 
indicated, we have admitted the right of the 
ratepa:y0rs to ~ay whether thev des1ro a loan 
to be obtained for thr- carrying out of any 
work. hcwever small that loan may be? It 
is onh- a fair and equitable thing that that 
right 'should be accorded to the ratepayers. 
\Ve have to realise that thP condition of the 
tramwav .• in 1913 and 1914 was totally dif
ferent, t'o what it is to-dav. Conditions have 
absolutely changed. Tho 'cost of constructioll 
will be ever so much greater, and, judging 
by the operations which have been carried 
out by the present Administration, they are 
a\\ arc of that, and undou bteclly they have 
not the same field that they had in those 
years; they will have to co'mpete more or 
less with other forms of convevancc>, such as 
motor 'hnsos. which in all 'the cities of 
Europe mx1 in the larger cities of th{~ Corn
rnonwealth are taking a very prominent 
place in the conveyance of passengers. An 
offel' was recentlv made to the Newcastle 
Cit~ Conncil to take over the tramwn~.? ~f'r
,-ice in that citv. hut thev refused on the 
advire of their ~cngine0r that a n1otor ':;u?. 
<"ervi<'c 1voul cl be better. There we have an 
object lh,on. 

The RPE.AKER indicated th.,t the hon. 
memher had exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

:VIr. ::VIOORE (A_ul!iguy): I do not k!low 
that this Rill, dealing with the Brisbane 
tram"·ays. has a great deal to do wi_th 
countrv diRtrict"~, but there are son1e pnn
ciplcc ·invoh·cd in it on which I would like 
to exprc"S an opinion. The hon. n1en1bcr for 
South Brisbane put forward one or two sug
gestions with \vhich I would. like to deal. 
That hon. member raised a question as to thn 
reappointment of the m<'n who were dis· 
m is-0d during the 1912 si rikc·, and he sa1<l 
it \Yas hi~ int0ntion, at the Com1nitt0e stagt', 
to provide as far as po~'3jble for tho:;;~ _m0'l 

being rrin·c1tcd in th·ir old pos.bons. 
\Yhcn the PremiPr was moving thP second 
reading of the Bill. he made it perfectly 
clear thnt th0 general nlanagc-r ova::: t0 have 
the Bole rig-ht to pnt on Inen and to put 
1-hem off and have the whole conduct of 'h'-' 
business in his hands. 

The PREliiiEll: Subject to appeal. 

:VIr. l\iOORE: Subject to tLc App·'al 
Board. I reco·,niso that. and I cinrerely 
hops no anH'nclr~ent \vi1l be jn::;erted in the 
Bill that ,,;n take awav the suprenw collh·ol 
froru the p;0neral marlagL'l', b"eanse I look 
upon that a one of the necessary safeguards, 
and, 1Yhen \YC ha v0 an hon. mcn1ber getting 
np and ~.;)yii'Q,' ihnt he is going to endeavotn: 
to sec ihat thL 500 men who were put off 
some Yt~ar~ ago are to be put on again, it 
opens Lup a very burn in~ rJUf""stio;n: One. of 
our objcrtiom to the lout! anthontJeo takmg 
over t1tis tratn\Yav business \.vas that vve 
wnc afraid outs,ide inAuenco would bfl 
brou,ht to bear wherebv the friends of the 
nwm!\crs of the trust w'ould be pushed into 
th0 tramwav service to the detriment of the 
service and' against the best interest" ?f the 
people. The hon. member for South Bns, ·'~r..e 
also referred to the fact that the snatmg 
accommodation is not sufficient during the 
busv !::0urs of the dav. If it is intended that 
the· trust which is to. take over the t;c"rnw'q 
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service nn put on a sufficient nu1nber of 
rars in the hours of the duy to provide 

fJCCOlllHlOdntion for eVCfv irayf<]}p,r, 
i~S there of this sen·ic.c CYer pay

\\,.. c rrcog:n ise that it is a 1 2ry 
cop,_! ,-.-ith the traffic ln the 

It in1pr "-:-i1J1e to pro, id<• the 
JlC'('t?;:-. .ary accornmDdation to give everyone 
a ~:>at. 

1lr. \VEin : Doll 't vou think there is roorn 
for imr;roYPmC'nt '? ~ 

Mr. MOO RE: There are plenty of time 
dunug the daY ·when thcr are not n1anv 
pnople un thr: tramc. You cannot put ~ 
trurn nn f( r un hour or so and then : •'.kc 
Jt off a::xain. The whole thing has to he 
look0d at from the economic aopect. It 
is quite posoibb that the trust may not be 

very cal'eful and economical in 
[5 p.m.] its management when it knows 

that the lof> on the trams if 
an;:, i' to be borne by the ratepayers. That 
i.; n principle I object to. I think the people 
who u'e tlw trams should pay any loss there 
may r· ·. To my mind, it is most ridiculous 
to oa that the ratepayers-the property
own"r,;-are to bou.r the brunt of anv loss 
which tflkcs place. An agitation mav' come 
from a large section of the people \~ho arc 
not raJ -payers forcing the trust to make a 
nurnL'.'r of inlpro\·f'ments, \Vhich n1av make 
it imJ '" .ibl<' for the· tramways to be' a pay
mg r ncern, and the people who will have 
to fo•>' the bill will be the proportv-owners 
in tLe Ltctropolitan area. Yet thev a~·e not to 
h" aliowod the opportunity of saying whether 
tlwv want to take the tramwa vs over or 
not: The hon. member for Sout'h Brisbane 
seemed tc: indicate that the local authorit:!· 'S, 

b0cJ.use \ t~ey have dared to offer an objection 
to hking over rhe trams under the present 
cinun1stanees, as thev do not know Vi-hat 
the:v will ha V·c· to pay for them, should be 
turned out of office at tlw next election, 
because of the fact that thev are such miser
able failures in business circles that the,' 
are unabi0, or do not fe-o l confident, to tak·e 
over the trarns and rnanage them in a com
petent way, and therefore they are not fit 
to be trnsted with municipal busine~s. It is 
Y~'ry djffprent taking over a hug<~ concern 
like the tramwa2 system to conducting an 
ordinary busines,. 

The PREj!IER: The best manag-er poss1ble 
will [,. appointed, and he will be absolutely 
indep"nd·•nt of Parliament. vVe provido for 
that. 

I\I r. MOO HE: The general demeanour of 
hon. Jncrnbt.:~rs opposite signifle·; tha-r: th: 
pccition will be left O}'On. 

The l'RK\l!ER: I will ask the hon. member 
to support rne. 

Mr. MOORE: Even if his o>Yn sidn desert 
him, I •.cill support the Premier in providing 
thet thr manager shall hccve full control, and 
that nobody outside shall interfere with him. 
Because so~nro pcop]p oLjcct to take over an 
unknown ltability, I do not think that is 
an~,r reason for saying that they should give 
un their se-tts on local authorities. 'Ne know 
tliat ih _n· are individuals who are willing 
to tak•· over any liahilit;v, especially when 
somebody else ha• to pay for it, and that is 
the p( "ition now. There a.re sorne 1non -in 
lo"'d authorities who would be verv keen 
supporters of the scheme and prepared to 
take over the tramways, no matter what the 
cost might be, because they know that, if 
a loss is incurred, the property-holders in 

di ·tricts \','111 have to pay 
principle. vYe 

i-. a larr.rc 1nunber 
of who arc feeling 

\Ye know that 
1.1round Bris-

p0oplt' convG1ieutlv to 
a pos~ibiltv of ~ha.T-

to. a.ncl t
1 tev' have no 

the_,~ trannvavvs shall be 
OYer oc hasc every' right to b 
'oas c;f n this beimr forced 

upon thern. :r Lee ~I Authorities 
Act thc'rC ,•re -..·c,rtain provisions laid down 
for d1L protection of 1woplr 1,\·ho ha ye to 

rare~. I do not think it is a f alr thing\ 
rrusc d1e GoYf'rnment And thmnselvcs in 

an ~t\Vk\\drd situatio11 and are not ablo to 
tak' over the tr -.mwa\; themsclvc·- for them 
to b<, in a position to fo1·ce the ~heme on 
to the local authorities without giving- the 
people coDU'rned an opportunity to vote on 
the matter. 

The PRE)liER : Did the hon. mcn1ber say 
that the Governrn'-nt '.~ otdd uot tako then1 
over? 

Mr. :\IOORE: Yee. 

The I'REMJER · You wggest that it lS 
bPca.u· e they n re in an unfinancial position 
and cannot take them over? 

!Hr. ::VlOORE: Thr.v haw not got the 
1none:r. The Rrisban0 rrran11vav Purcha'"e. 
Act ~f 1920 was ultra vires altogether. and, 
lwc.UF2 the Go-;f'mrnent find themselYes in 
thi,; posicion to-day, they are forcing the 
1oc.._tl authorities to t.<1ke the tram1.vavs over. 
If the Governnwnt had thought they had 
authority to fiO on with thP scheme under 
the 1920 Act, as they sav thev had, I think 
that they '"ocrld have g0rw on· with it if they 
had thought they had 2. reasonable flumce of 
~uccess. 

The l'nnnER: \Y c could ha.-e gone on with 
it, 

:"-.Ir. MOORE: You would not have had 
much chance of carrying it through. If the 
Go.-ernm• nt have a contrc et with the Tram
vvays Company. and arc going to pa::,.., another 
Act to abrogcttc tlw rights of the company, 
th•.n th_ company ha.,; still 1·ights under the 
law. I do not think tha' the Government 
had po\' er to go on with it undrr the 1920 
Act. 

Tho PnE:Il!ER: The hon. member is wrong. 

:VIr. ::VIOOHE: Vv e do not know that, 
because we never got to the eourt to discoyer 
w·bethor \Vt \VCrC WrOng. rrhe local authori
ties in Brisbane an· now going to have an 
unknown liability forced upon them, and I 
do not think it is a fnir thing to carry out 
this proposal unless we give tho electors the 
opportunity of votillg and saying whether 
thev will ta.kf' the tram-.vav< over or not. 
If a propo.;al was made to ~tart a tramway 
in a lor-d authority area, the ratepa:- "r.< could 
Jen1and a vote. 

The PREmER: The' liabilit\ cannot bu 
dctcrrnincd until the trarns are' acqulrcd and 
the rornp-"ns::ttion fixed. 

Mr. MOORE: They should have an oppor
tunitv of secying whether they are prepared 
to t:J_ke over an unknown liability, I do not 
think the Prcmwr would agree to take oYer 
a liability, the extent of which he did not 
knovv. 

The PREMIER : It is going to be a reason
able amount. 

Mr. 111oore.] 
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Me. MOORE: If that is so. whv not gi,·e 
the people an opportunity· of sayiJJg whether 
the_; are prepared to shoulder th~ burden'! 

The PRt:~1 ~IER: They :aid ;:;o at the ia~t 
election. 

Mr. ::\IOORE: Thev did not sa,· that at 
all: the question has not been p~1t before 
thcrn. Th::_'y bciicvc iu the principle of taking 
m·or the trannva"s, but tlto,· did not know 
what the trorms of this Bill would be. The 
local authoriti0s have now discussed the BilL 
and, as a result, they do not feel inc1in£1d 
to tako u11 thP rc""'ponsibilit",-. \Yh 'n the 
elected re prcscntativr ·~ of t'h.., ratepay ~ rs 
ctecidc agai_nst the propc c;al by such a 
majorHy, I think it js only a. fair 
that tho electm_•::; thUll3-P]Yes should l_~~n:e 
opporlani~y of votjn~. and dc~idin~ 
to accept the liability they arc a keel t · 
undertake or not 

There ar- one or two other point" I would 
like to rw~ntion, bPc,~us'-- 1' ... ccm;;: to rn~ th.::t-, 
\Ye aro gc'·ting into ratl~"'T a dangerous po~,l· 
tion: for in tance therE i: the ?- of 
conflic+ing control nnder thC' Bill. 32 
pro;-idPs that th' trust nut>--

" For the pnrpo:-: of s.tl:nulatin~~· or 
developing the traffiu of any trarn sy~tCil1 1 
carry on the bu::,in('sf' of on1nibu~ pro
prietor~ .. ~nd purchase. ~CLiui~·e, ~n~1.u·'·-~ 
any Ye~nctes, lH~rse- I!1o:·.ors. and tnn1g-; 
which in th- opinion of thf' tru~t rnay ht> 
rcquir'l~d for tlw pnrpos.._ of carrying- on 
Ftwh business." 

The locn 1 rn1thorltif'."l the In:· ~lvls have pO\\~f'r 
to r~n1 nw~or-car,:; and o'thPr vchi{ li.:'s. and, 
if yon an' going to h_.ve thE: trust coming 
jn and rontro1ling n1ot.or 'buses and othl~r 
vehiclE's, nd i!'~ ed ·ring with the loeal 
aut:boritir\ \Y-h1ch lLtYC to rnakc- the- roads 
and kePp 1hL'lll in nrder. it. ,,ec-Ins to nu"' .,_._.(' 
arc goirg· to p:;'t l11~n vn rnonr[dDu.'l po~ii-io~1 
If the loud :.:nthoeit~os have to rnak roJ:d:3 
to run the nwtor 'bu~f'> on, thcv shou1d hnYP 
p(n'.-Pr to collect licensE' fpf.; an{i .'3av -.,, ht•thc·r 
the~ 'bnsc.;;:. s:hnH be pcr!niitf'd to run 1...-:;r not 
That s11ould not t•_ nndc~r the (·)ntrol of the 
trust. If the trust is tzoing to be 1,llO\\'<:>d to 
give licr:nse;:; for rnotor v 'hiclc-3 to ruc1 on 
roads which t.1 ·! trust. has not to kt· ~p a 
rnost <·xtr:~ordinary po.~it.ion \Yill _. 
Clan-~ 32 al:o provide's that th.._. trust. nL-!.y-~ 

" Fo~> the pnrposP of sti!lrnl:Jting or 
deY·'loping traffir. :;t blish o: kc::p and 
ln;.>iJJ.nln. or a~·~ist in estat-li_.hing, 
lug. or rnaintaining. and let, 
bnv. :";£'11, or gr~nt l-ict~n ·P~ 
public park.3~ gard0ns. restaurants. 

C0Il1C'S in 
cntertainrnPnt. 

the point 
nbiect to 

c1n in1po.~:Dble 
At 5.10 p.m .. 
Mr. r. A. COOPER (Ill'· m.rl'), t'ilr, 

ra.tJr-1 of rrr1nporary Chairn1: "'1, t
1>' 

Speaker in t}lC chair. 

Mr. MOORF:: I think it is an unfortuna"
thing that in a Bill such as this outside 
influence should be brought in which ma': 
cause litigation later on. The trust is being 
brought into existence for one specific pur~ 
pose. and that is to run the trams in an 
efficient ·way for the benefit of the people 
i!l the metropolitan area. There is no use 

[Mr. Moore. 

bringing in any outside elements which will 
conflict with the local authorities. If the 
trust is going to be allowed to give licenses 
tD rnotor 'buses, ·what is. going to happen? 

the pre,,ent tin10 tha.t is a 1nattcr for the 
authorities, and the local anthoritie> 

to make the roads. \Ye know what the 
of light rnotor cars is on n1ac "tdamised 

road:::. so you can easilv see \vhat the effect 
i ~ ;: oing t~ he when there are huge rnotor 
'bu "' running· on the roads. Tho upkeep 
o" the roads js a serious matter a.t present 
for the local authorjt]e~, 8 nd the trust should 
not bP allowrcl to interfere with tht~ local 
ac;thoritic'S with rc•ga.rd to the licensing of 

'buses nnl0.:;s the trust also a grecs t,o 
the funds to maintain the roads. 

put a clause in the Bill to provide 
trnst rna license n1otor 'buses and 
roa<l, in' rqoair, then it will be a 
state of affairi' altogether. But 

;h re i' nothing in the Bill at all about the 
tn~ r a- 3Un1ing tln-t rt_:.n)Onslbility. 'I'he v.vhoL; 
t··nub1c i:J the abrogation of the rights of the 
l' t :')ayers and clertors in the n1ctropolitan 
diMri·"t. They ha;-c no ny whether they 

e1nt to umkrt.ake this responsibility or not . 
• J u t be-ea. use \\'£• hasc co1ne to an i1npasse at 
th-e pres0nt tirne, and bccau~c the local 
autbm·itif'o do not feel themselves justified or 

to take over the <·onct"·n, that is 
or; .-·hv it should be foi·tc'd on to the 

r. Tf. v should ha;-e the whole of 
pnt before them. The Gm·ernment 

hL\ ha.d pl,~11t~r of oppottunity to put the 
fa{ ts bcfnn~ th€' ra tcpayer~. Let the 

put the true c <'e before the 
the 1n0tropolitan area. and see if 

they are willing to accept the responsibility. 
I~ will not take long to do that, becauso 
Hr:~ll<ll1f' i:::. <1 cil\r:tn,,_~ribcd .arc a:H1 the 
( >~~ Lor;d rolls arE: nrad;cllly ava1L~.hk'. 

:I r. Ihnn~;-: \Yill it cost Jnuch money '1 

~;v. ).[()ORE: The hon. gcntJl~DJan a~ks 
if i~ \\Onld co-;.t n1urh nwnrv. vet 1~o w:~g 

nf th0 ,trongcst advo; u:~ for thn 
ir~iti ,_t]y0 a.nd n"'f('l:cndunl to P.ubnlit rvery 
(l'I' ·til ll to tll'' r,coplc 

"1 r r. IL\.R'lLEY: And you \'er·"' o. ( of thn 
:r' ~':t opponen:·.:; of it. 

~Ir. 1IOORE: Y0s. 
i~r. 11.\H'ILEY: \\~hy are you 111 favour of it 

r;_<'' 

!Hr. l\fOOllE: Bccau P I rpcognieP. that this 
mone',', and. 3-· thn 

t.:, shoulder thB 
,., ; ht to Yotc 

d ~ 
01' 

n1t 
tha,t- i Dl'f' in 

j u~t1ri' to ,, llo\Y thcn1 to 
1 ht-'- n re- prc-pa1·c<l to a.crcpt the 

11nt. If the rn~S(' is put before 
r:hcy arc asked j f t} Py a. re' 
tlH-' ]la.bilitY, then tbP 
own h1ncl~: There is no douLt thai· it is 

going to be Ll payable propositlon ~or the 
fpw yer;rp. 

~!r. IIA.RTLEY: Why will it not be a JHyablc 
proposition? 

:;,r,., ::\IOORE: We know perfectlv well 
tbat. if provision has to be made for a' larger 
nurnber of curs and n1oro 1nen to run them, 
th8 trams will not be a payable proposition. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Yhy is it necessary to have 
nt., ~v ca.rs? 
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l\lr. MOO RE': That was one of the main 
cargumcnts nscd bv the hon. member for 
South Brisbane. Fie said that there were 
not enough cars to can7 the people at the 
present tirne. If you are going to have new 
~...a .. rs to £;iYe the people S(;ating accolTilnoda.
tion. then it is going to interfere with the 
-t'-)!'t of runnjng the tran1s. 

1Ir. HARTLEY: \Yould it not bo just tlw 
san1" if :,Ir. Badger got rt renewal of th~__\ 
franchise·: 

l\Ir. 1\lOORE: The position is diffcrl'nt in 
the case of the trust. Locause, if it makes a 
loss, it can caJJ on the ratepayers to make it 
11p; but. if }lr. Badger 1nakcs a loss. he 
has no one to call on. 

Mr. HARTLEY: He will not make a los;
you C'all be sure 0f that. 

Mr. :\ICJORE: If the elc'dors push the 
t: UF_t. and ask it to find .;,;~ating ac:.Jlnmoda
tion in +h0 tram . then the trust will call oH 

the rat')! 'Tl'· to find the money. 
Mr. FERRll'"S: The c-:,mpanv can call upon 

th(: tr tYc·llin•, public to nlakP Ul) anv loss. 
and it does it. ' ' 

Mr. :VlO( 'RE: The companv cannot do it. 
You kno\Y quite well that, 1~~-hen tlw corn
pan:-' wanted to increase tho farce. the C\Hn
-rni2sioncr of Prices interf(cred. 

:Vlr. RroRDAN: The trust can strike a !evv 
on the ratepayers if it wishes to do so. · 

Mr. :YIOORE: Ye-', I !mm·:. The ratP
pa.yors v. ill be responsible. but thov should 
not be m.,de responsible without saying 
whcthet tl1ry arc agreeable or not. Thev 
han' to CJrrv the burden. and. once th;, 
trust i' dcct<ed. there v.-ill be w agitation 
to pToYid-: n1orn cars. The aQ"itation \Yill 
be 1nuch v.- ,l'.Se ag·ainst the trn::£' than it was 
ag:ain·t c'"lmpany. and the trust will han' 
to bow n to th0 ratrnavcrs. 

Mr. liARTLF'; : )Jn. \Y.l11• should it bow 
do\Vl1 tO th0 1 ltC'~H1Yf'f3? ~ 

Mr. :\IOORE: The t,·ust will have to bo'' 
do1Yn. \Ye c 1n sec it clone eYerv daY. 

?~lr I-IARTLFY: This Goyern.Jncn! do not 
bo1v dn~1 n 1o thcn1. 

Mr. ~rOORE: ?\on~"~'nse! The. Gf ·crn-
11lf:'l1t do bCl\\- do.,"tl. 

l\1r. l1A~'TLFY: 'rhC' Go...-cn1n1on{ do not 
d 1 n to the f1 for fnt' train~ or 

cy,_'r~T fiyc 

1\h. ',JOORE: The1·c v ill lw an agi .ttion 
~·.) ineroa:-, the fares -'n-d frc1.r::hb:;. 

: Do T·ou think the fare anc1 
.l be inCrC'asPd? 

:\Ir. :\fOClHE: }'\o 
}lr. 1l \HTf,E'. : That IS nn arganH1 11t in 

f.: YOlH of lc.n·i.1g the trust of ~t 
t, 1f thLy iErre>aso the 1nd 

1\:·r. HIORD.iX: T1F· ratepayers IYill use the 
n -~ ·n s. 

1\h, :11(IOR!L: I think the people whn ll'C 

the trc 'ns ~hould be the ones 'vho • hould bo 
cailed on to m::cko them pay. 

:lh. "'<·:P.IllCKS: The ncople who pay tram 
fare; pay the rates. 

Mr. J\WORE: I do not agree with that. 
T;,ev do not pav the rates at all. \Ve shail 
find' that the- people will agitate to get a 
sufficient number of trams. 

Mr. FERRICKS: The company made a profit 
of £92,000 ,~, lt. 

:\h. ~IC10RE: Tile hon. member for South 
Bri3h \W~ :',aid that tht· tran1 :-crvic:~' was a 

be< Jm · the eo m pally did not provido 
cars to carry the people. If you 

are going 1o alter all that, and put on a 
ndiiciLrH nnrnbcr o£ cars to giYe C'Yf'l'vone a 
eat, then the tra;,1~ a re not goino-- to be 

?rofitable. You will not get sufficient n1oncy 
the:'! tq n1·tkc r~'neiYaL, nav intcrc·-;t and 
1 cJPmntio'1 <l 11d cn1 ry OLlt ~xtensions. 

:\Ir. FERRJCJ(S: \Y c should see that tho 
]H'oplc get scatillg- accon1n1cda.tio:~ before \Ye 
hot her a bont pro/it . 

:\lr. :\l(;(>RE: Tlw arg-uuwnt has been that 
the tru·,t 1vould run the trJnlS just as 
cfficif~ntl.v a5 tlw romvany, so that the local 
aL:thorjti('s IYould nake E;:)Illcthing out of it. 
I cannot ~~c holY they a re going to make 
a~tyihiug cnt of it if you nre going to put on 
H<.'W car·. The burden 1vill be put .on to the 
l' -<t'~PG,~f'r '· 

~ ;,·. \YEJH: 
t:~- E! pl'r 

.'r ,.J~nt., 

3up;1o thc:r increase thf' ~taff 
t. and in-:rease the c:1rs bv 50 

\';(31'11d 11 )t be many, u~c'auso 
178 cars now. 

)lr, "\lOO RE : If ; ,m increase the ('ars b-.~ 
511 ;wr cpnt . tl10 stuff b' 50 per f'ent.. and 
th0 runnn1g- cc:" s by 50 por cent., then You 
<lre not going to make the trarns pttv. \Ve 
kno··. YC'l'Y '·ell t1, 1t a lot of rencw~ah are 
required. The hon. nH~mb0r for Sou" h 
~risbanc told us this 1110rning that there 
.._,avc lw('Jl no rcn€'wals for the past fiyc or 

If the trust has to go in for 
. pny interf'<:Ct and rrdPmption, and 
JnrrPil !' the nnmb01' of rnrs, it leeks vorv 
mnch as if there will be a loss. " 

Mr. !fARTLEY: Supposing the con>pany haJ 
to rnaKe those renev.rals Y.'hon1 \Yould the 
chn rge fall on? ' 

l\Ir. MOORE: On the people •sho use the 
trams. 

l\Ir. HARTLEl: Yes, to the ad,·antage of 
the company. 

">Ir. l'I190RE: That is what I say should 
be done Hl thL'3 cn:::e. The Govprnment want 
to I\ Jt it 011 th<-:' ratc11a V 81'S, and in that cas0, 
at any rate. the ratepayer.; should have thr> 
np:ht to sa--:. '~'r-"ther th0v '"re goin(l" to take 
o :0r the liability. · ~ 

~.lr. HIRTLEY: If i!' is put on to the ra1o
p Yt'l ·, who \\-ill get the final advantage? 

:\It. :\IOOH. .~: The user, of the trams. 

:\Ir. I-LIRTLEY: That is. the ratepa.erc. 

. ;\fr. :\IOORE ,: They "-ill ha vc to pay moro 
~n rn·cpnl'tJO!l _tnan other people-~. nnd I think 
Jr '' unl-- fa1r that the should ha,,e the 
ri:,:ht to 1tc as to whether thev uc prepared 
to take on'r the liability or ;JOt. Although 

haYe o1Jit>ction to the formation o.£ the 
t rltLongh it does not affect n1c ver"· 
I think cert:tin principlP~ jn the Bill 

nrC' ltTon;r. and I put forvrard th>=-;e views 
now be{' ll'lC' I :wpe th~'t at tho C'orn1nittc-. 
H age IYC' ~hall ha vc an onportunjtv of 
Cl..'JlYincing ihe Premier on thc~c points,·~ and. 
rwrhaps, rrlt2r the burden and rQduce the 
Ji~hility on the people. and. ]icrhaps, also 
nL:ke proYisjon to keep the rnanagerial con~ 
trol intact. 

:\ft-. \YEIR (J£aryborough): I think we 
can say with safety that the figures which 
hav·.' b0cn presented . to us in this ·• Brief 
History relating "to the Brisbane Tramways" 
show the tren,endous profiteering capacity 

Mr. Weir.] 
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of priYn'~e cntcrpri;~c. The figures sho\V how 
far the comtncrcial rnor2..lity of a body such 
as tlw Trantvvays Crnnpany cn,n descend 1? 
order to hunt profit•·. If c,~cr there ''- >ts c-vr
de:ne(' that v. ') a. re on sound grounds as a 
gen~ral principle in con?en1nin<; the_ evils 
of rriY . ..ttc cnteqni::C, here L:i the best CVlden~e 
we could get. This thing· is shocking. It rs 
an ex nq)le of how far thrq~ people ( nn go 
and wlil sro in hnntin~~ prof-its-tramway 
proilt" or any othc1· proiits. Ilr _re: ~s an 
evidence o[ h<Jw thcv can go on domg rt for 
n. nutnbcr of ~~ ·~trs." rThe auditors '\vho have 
prepared this st>ttcment aye both capable and 
unbi,lssrJ me11, and, t 1,k1ng 1919 as ~ b.~s1s, 
:.c find that on page 5 the br"t value that 
<all be put forward as the value of the assets 
-and consequently the cap1tal of th1s con.cern 
-has gotw 1111 to £868,080. That rs a de1m1tc 
st:rterr,cnt that the capital of thts company 
r>t no time could be higher than £268,080. 
On the same page w~ i1nd that they have 
mad0 a profit of £1.377,746 dunng the 
years they have been operating, ~w, in ot~er 
words, whilst they have bee,n domg nothmg 
except using what the penmm; and the two
pences of the. pubhe hav'?. produced and 
negotiating th1s publrc utrhty, they have 
not only got their co>pital back, bu~. they a.re 
on the high road to gcttmg bacK another 
50 P"r cent. Put in another ~~y, they have 
got 150 per cent. on the capnal mvested
and then the hon. member for Aubtgny s>tys 
that there may be a loss! \V ell, I am pre
pared to take the r.isk. I ve':ture to ~ay 
that, if a company hke thrs, wrth a caprtal 
investment of £868,080 at the very most, c!Cn 
show a proi1t of £92,000 odd in one yoar
>tnd that last vear- it is surely " bHly good 
argument that the investment _will be a fold 
mine for th" people who run 1t. :More chan 
that as mY friend the hon. member for 
South Brisbane sa_ys, they have done it on 
a capital investment of only £375,000-the 
public have found all tlw rest. 

I pay no attention to thie argurr,ent that 
WE' should have a refcrondum as to whether 
the people should take oYer the trams. The 
people have returnAd this Government on 
three occasions, and everybody knows t~e 
platform of this partv. It is published m 
the back of the " ·worker" and in other 
papers, and the electors know and knew 
perfcctlv wP1l what we stand for. They took 
the L>tbour Government with all conditions, 
>tnd this is one of the conditions, because 
we say that the people should own public 
utilities such as the trams. So I cast that 
argument aQide. It cannot be said that the 
majorit'' of the memhrs of the local ar:thon
ties which arc concerned are dorrnnated 
by the same political view as our party. I 
think tl:c hon. member for Nundah was on 
,, afc ground when he said that other cities 
}Jad made a surces3 of rnunicipal tramways, 
and asked why Bi·i·b;,ne should not do 
like·., ise. I an; not going to the extent of 
trving to make myself believe that the 
people cannot run successfully a. show like 
this, which gets £92,000, or 11 per cent. 
on the invested capital, in one year. Surely 
that is a big enough margin for anybody. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If you double that 
capital it means only 5~ per cent. 

Hr. WEIR : I am not concerned about 
that. I think the figure' show th>tt the 
capital cannot be more than £868,080. 

Mr. FLETCHER: You have to pay for 
extensions and renewals. 

[Mr. Weir. 

Yl:r. \YEIH: Yes, but tell me how, on the 
fac"' of balance-sheets wl1ich show assets 
' 1 f ouly J?P68,080, tbe Trarrnvays Corupany can 
rca,onably cxpe··t to be paid £2,000,000 for 
thn ., I do not think an;,-body can 

the· re ie g·oodwill in this business. 
when the question of goodwill i& 

it will b0 fou<:d that the cam
none. Th~rc i6 the plain fact that 

had any competition. and people 
111Cl11 Lcr for \V arvi·ick live on 
Furthnr t.han that. it has had 

150 per c·c•nt. of its eapitccl back. If ,~ou take 
the fjgun·~ giYcn hv the hon. TDCl;lb"'e for' 
South Brisbane, '.'OU will find that it has~ 
had, rong-hly

7 
400 per c0nt. on its capital, 

~ c>t hon. mcmber:3 opposite 'vant to tell ·me 
that there is f.tOOthrill Oll top of that. Surely 
to p;<"-odnt>,·s there is a breaking pojnt sorne .. 
,.,-11crc ! I an1 one of those who belieYe that, 
when the quc.-;tion o~ gocd \Yill conlf'ti to bf': 
thrashed out in the court~. it will be found. 
that the cost will be very little over £1.000.000, 
been use ;. ~m have that £868.080 as a basis. 

Xow, I want to point out just where I 
'·'Y there is corruption-I say definitely 
th~ro is corruption. \Vhen I say that, I 
mean that CRpital or capitalism to-day is 
deliberately hiding its profits. It is doing 
some of the most contemptible things on 
paper it has ever done in its historv. Here 
is an instanc;· On page 4 you will" see that 
the work done by the Tramways Construction 
Company amounted to £229,812. Trace that 
through, and you will find that, in addition 
to that, an asset WftS taken over from the 
liquidated Metropolitan Tramway and Invest
ment Company worth £82,635. Yet, in the
face of that, you will find that the people 
who did the construction work in the main 
were wound up on the other side with 
capital representing about £750,000. We also 
find on page 4 that those same people up to 
that given date received in dividends £63,202. 
or 27 per cent.. of the original capital which 
thev clairr,ed had been allocated to them. 
And still the dividends are going on. For 
a show which started with £375,000 and 
was deliberately inflated to make it up to 
£868,080, they now want to rob this country 
to the tune of £2,000.000. I do not believe 
their argument would st>tnd for a moment 
i1~ any court of law. Anybody looking at it 
d1sinterestedlv and wiselv cannot fail to 
apprcci>ttc the fnct that, e;·en making allow
once tnr that £868.080, there j, a candid 
admission of corruption right and left. That 
is my definite view of it. 

At 5.30 p.m., 

The Suc,\KER resumed the chair. 

Mr. \YEII{,: T want to ·draw attention to 
yntge 5. ~lnd 1nal::c <J partiC'u1nr r0fercnee to 
what I call corruption. I do not "''"'t to 
U«e nw word "t;Orruption" unlf'~S I believe 
1t :," c8rruption. It f.a,\-s-

" Tlro::l the balance·• hect of the Bris
~Hlr:n T'ramwa; c, Company. Limib d it 
would appear tlut the total cash outl.av 
not otherwise accounted for was £304,829 
12s .. l· n-ing- a em·plu.s 'f £195.170 Ss. 
This n.1nonnt -..vas incorrec>tlv induclu1 in 
the halance-chcPt at 31st Dc;cember, 1915, 
under the he1ding ' Freehold and h·<rse
hold property.' " 

That was a deliberate " faking " of the· 
.assds of the company, to hide the fact that 
they were issuing new debentures-otherwise 
a deliberate, successful attempt to hide from 



J3r:sl~anc Tranl't :~y 1~rust 13ill. ~lt) Sr:rTE!\fBER.J Brisbane Tran: cuy Ir st Hd!. 1017 

the people of this 
wm; going- on with 
vvc:n::.. public fundf:, 
scrc·-·-Jng and 
to get the 
w1Jo \YC're 

the top of 
propc1·:,Y ca+r•1 

State the jockeying that 
public funds. I they 

.hen th<.·e 
day in 

I aL rJ draw attention to pngt:..' 7. \Yhcre the 
there is a difference of 

4s. , "·hich would "appear to 
an~._.tior dehc•ntnres issued for which 

no ta.ngible a~t:ets exist.'' 'That .. ,in _rny 
opinion, is the crux . ~[ t~1c ~-ntuahon, 
becausE', if it rnea11~ ~-lnything, 1t 1ncans that 
the·~ people deliberately inflated the posi· 
tion to the tune of £',47,770. ·what can \Ye 
make out of that? :.\'ow they are try_ing to 
get aw>t;, with £2,000.000. Th~ investigators 
say deliberately that. <~vcn takmg tha,t value 
~and l am not prepared to take It-,,here JS 

,, diffeLnce of £747.770. Let us see what the 
result woul·d be after all this corruption. 
If the railways of this State or any GovErn· 
ment. concern attempted to do what these 
people hav" been doing to the pnblic, the:· 
would be howled out of buemess. The hon. 
member for Nulldah said that, if you go on 
a railway train, you have to. stand ... I kno.w 
th11t. Anc body knows that m handlmg b1g 
crov Js of pcopk during plT',oUre hours .there 
is ah1 Lvs a likelihood of ;·our not gcttmg a 
seat. But what sort of a' howl would there 
be if this were perpetuated-if the trams of 
this State w<>re always being run wit~ ten."', 
twenties, and thirties of people standmg m 
the corridors of the car and hangmg to the 
ro<Jf? Anybody who looks at tlw. thmg 
fairlv kno\"e, that th,<t is not happemng. I 
hayc tr v11lt>d i suburban trains frequently 
f0r rnanv vcars. As a late raihvay C'rn~ 
nlovC'' 1 8nv dr{nJ11e1v thr1t things "'-Yhirh 
ha\~t' ::.-.en ,rJn.r-c- in conn'cction with the tran1-
wa' have not bee 1 nf'~rly equalled \n tlw 
raliway ~Prv;cP of thi-, Siatf' ~ nor wou;d the 
public· sta: d jt. ~'hc~o people haY(~ n_ot 
rotered for the pnblw. Hero we haYC a h~t 
of cnrriagr,;::_ In 1915 the' ron1pan}T st1rt0cl 
off with 160 . ...,,,-h-i"Ch numb0r was incrcnscd 
until :iltin~atdv it r<""~achcd 178. Tht: p:t~;;:en-
g-<::;r~ per c~ r · nnn11rr1 rr 'C fron1 310.595 in 
1915 to 3~ .. ~.327 1921. On t)Je other hand. 
"·0 haYt· tht:' Sydney tr::un-·. that 0v0•·ybody 
hen'. h b0C':1 u~~' 1 hc~· :-:rP Stnt.C> ron-
i rollr rl. only aYCl'ap:r> from 188,55'1 to 
234.702 ncr~ons per car IH"lt annun1. Any
lr'1r'V ho hns h--. n !n S:vdnC}' kro\"' ., pcr
fecilY ··ell that in 1lw 1m v houro of jlrc daY 
on g-a\a <lR:,s. footbal~ da}'~, race dB;Ts. Y?ll 
<'<1n -scaru:ly get -stand1ng roo:n : but Hl sp1t.e 
of th0 fact that we know that. during the 
husv hours of the day ~you c1n c:cnrce1:: g-Pt 
PL1;;clin-:; r00P1, "'·e find thnt in Sydnc:v ih~'y 
dn '.·ot g1•t huthn than 234.000 pa<,rnp:cr' 
per cnr nr-r HnntP11. !-I en~. in ouJ~ o_vvn belovrd 
rltv. with thP tram~ rnn hy tllls of'topu~. 
th0v <tre carrying- 302.327 pPr r'r. Yet t 11cy 
~mv. thnt the '1v1hlif' nrC' bcinf)' cah-•rrd fQr ~ 
T wnnt to compare w1Hlt is happ0ning unrlf'r 
8bltr\ control v;ith whet iq hapncnino:. under 
thc~c proplc. Fro'n 1915 to 1921 thrs c·om· 
panv increased it< rolling:-stock from 160 
to 178 onlv. On thn ntl1cr hand. go thronl'h 
the rr~nrds nf t.ho Commicc:ioner for Rail· 
ways. The figures given in the table show 
that the total numbE'f of P'tsseJCgcr~ hanclled 
bv the Tramways Comnany jumped from 
43,162 065 in 1915. to 68.056.309 in 1921. The 
Commissioner for Railways handled 13,938,635 
in 1915-16, and the figures jumped up to 
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that period 
rolling-stock 

the .Cornn1issioner 
rolling-stock by 

n-:hide~. Trd--..:e 1t on a percentage basis 
a prrer:ntag~' 1Jasis ]s the best 

1JUHJbcr of new lines 
alJYLcch· knows that 

· · \Ye find: 
increased. 

·cars, and 
iu<.~reas• d by 

illc-reac-;-cl, not :in 
ratio, but in a ratio \vhich favoured 

control; bceaui2C~. \vhilc~ the octopus 
"at~'rcd· cmlv for diYid~nds. the State concern 
wa;, { , for the v:ell-he1n~ of the: people. 
The ·,, aR that, whiio the State's 
iucrcasc in traffic an1ounted to only 13~ per 
cent. eo m par< d with the company's 36 per 
cent., ir.,.-; increase in new cars \Vas 18 per .. 
cent. as compared with the company's 11 per 
cont. 

::\lr. }looRE: \Vhat was the increase in the 
mileage per car • 

lvfr. "'rEIR: There was a decrease in rail~ 
"ay mikage. I have not taken out the 
1nileag0 but 0ven then the Government case 
is tlw better onr I did not take out those 
figures for the reason that it would not be a 
fair comparjson, be~~ause there is a tcnde·ncy 
to us8 heavier locomotives on the railways, 
and that of necessitv means a decreased 
mikdg~ -

'Mr. MooRE: 'When you have long di,tances 
to go yuu r.nust have more -carriages. 

Mr. WEIR: I Btated at the outset that 
new Enc~, of ne~t"ssitv mean new cars. That 
'· ' hy I wdrked the thing o.J a percentage 
bn.~i- 1 :m not going: to admit that there· 
i-; any ju,tlficahon for the di~parity between 
11 pt'r cent. a"d 18 r,m· cc·nt. "ith the advan
ta:rc> on the side of tbo State. But when 
thrr0 is a di.,crepanry bc-:tv,:l"}E'n u 36 per cent. 
;D.CTf'as0 jn pa~'~C'lJgcr traffic under prjyate· 
conrrol and a 13~ per c'---r:t. jncrra~,r~ under 
Stat· c:mtr"L I sav that relativelv the State 
'tands out head -;,nd shoulders · above the 
ctht:r, a ::d lt ~hO'•VS that t.hf' prlYate con-cern 
has r;o fer the public. If the public 

21ft. re not bt iug f'on~jdrr .. d-an..__l here is 
glaring in~t,:~nc·e- 'vhcr0 it hac; not becn

th('::'P rwo Jlc hav0 Lo ri_g:ht to tlL...,6c increased 
pyoflt~. I sav tlwt d("finitl'lv. If thev are 
}'-'1"1' a~ an c ·i-npus~-if their 'only g-od ~5 the 
" almlght_v dollar"...:.._one of the b!·3t things 
tlnt I {'tin ~ne 1s to get rid of thi-; nctr•pns. 
I am -:;1ad that thf-' Gover lmcnt at last are 
grlting rid of it. \Ye have heard it said that 
"·(~ \-:. 0rP not ~trnng PJloup;h to handle the 
"booze'' peopl0. \': c l,V('fe not ~d.-rong- ('nough 
(cJ handlr t.hr race people, wr W01'C not strong 
0nnuf"h to handle the tramway people; bllt 
it look:" io mP as t11ough they are all gettinrr 
,, rll and truly handled. J think that 
" Brother Ba<' r:Pr" sees that we a1·0 out well 
and truh· to handle him. I am glad that 
"'" hoYe · rnached t.ha t point. 

IIaYinrr dralt. with the national a~pcrt of 
tta~ qur~tion. I om pnrtjC'ularly intcn~sted in 
the pointo raiSE cl by the ho'J. member for 
South BrL--h:u10 this ffiornjng~the que"tion of 
fnture exten~ions h ing one. I am satisfied 
that one of the influences operating e.gainst 
any ehance of success in the metropolitan 
train service hcre~and it is the ~me in all 
capital cities-is the short-sighted policy of 
laying tram lines parallel with railways. A 

Mr. Weir.] 
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Strte railv .=ty cannot pay if there is a. train· 
line alongside. I think that in the future 
th~_ trust woLdd be wis<' enough not to do 
that. I have confidence in a trust con0isting 
·of Hlf'!l \vho ha\(' no fi~h to fry, and who 
.11rc not after dividends. They v. ill not 
stupid!"· cut off thei1· noses to· spit,• their 
ince~; in otl1cr ~,~;ords, the:F will not stupidly 
extend :new tra'11 routes alongside existing 
r.1ih·av lines. I think ,.,.c can depend on 
them to do the dcceut thing in that respect. 
In m"· opinion the strength of this Bill lies 
in tlJ0 fact that on0 portion of it deals 
particularlv "·ell v. ith the responsibility that 
the truot carries yylJcn it proposes to break 
new ground and go into new districts. To me 
it s<'ems tha.t the onC' intention. the one 
guiding star, r;ill be the question of the 
dcvelopr._f~nt of ne'" districts, not the que~~ 
tion of 1nnkiug profit--. The hon. nwr11ber 
for En0q;gern cornp]ains that the trust is 
tied clmnt. It is tied down. I am sati>ficd 
that anv rerouunenrlation to th0 GoYernor in 
Coullcif ,,·ill ho along the line·. of Yihat is 
best for the district. I 'lm hoping- that there 
will be an cxtc1 "ion of the trani line·,, and 
that the question of lightir1s thr· ~nhurb2 of 
the citY ·1·ill aLo be de dt with iu the corusp 
·of cvmits. I know that the shin' of 'I'oomLul 
and 111any other plact> hnYC b~cn \Yujtin::s a 
1ong time for light. I do not belil'Ye that 
there ohould be any Onlcn in C' mncil issued 
for the 1mrposn o( supplying light. I do not. 
bclieYC' that the L.abour Goyernm~-'nt v:ould 
ever stand for the i"'ning of Ordc>rs in 
Council >o that the people may be Jll'OYidcd 
-with light. \YC' :tnay be regarded a~ adopting 
o. dog-in-the-mitngcr attitude. but v·e thought 
it \\a; bcttc,, to holrl the pcop le np for a fe1v 
-clan. in order th ·t thev mig·ht ~. t their 
O\\:n ljg·ht. I t.1ke 1ny ~h,_~re of re~p~11sil:i1ity 
'£or holding the people up u11til now. It is 
lwtt :r hat they ,.hould have their own light 
than th ~t an ortopns should_ corne in and 
crnsl1 the lights out of t1H•m. ,-\ proposed 
.rnn1pan.\- a~n1ost "\Ycnt to du:' extPnt of 
thro\Ying £200 over the eount<"r to son10 

Labo.lr peopl0 to f!Tt thcn1 to 
in Council i3SUP't but thev 

down d0libn I '"i' 
glad that ihcn- To~da,,- \]p municipal 
COUDC'il of nlaryborough haYe S\>'j~ched Oll 
their own light. 

switched out thc·ir 

~.Ir. \YEIR: ·-a.-, th0v .haY\? SIYitched on 
O\Vn light. I kno~.~~ the hon. 

'Yic1e Bav Ynmld to see it 
nnt. I a:n :atisfied hi..; light 1vi1l go 
nut lwforc' our::; and the light in lVIar:.--
boro·-~·1. 1 a)n 1nr ·t intcrestrd in tbnt part 
D. -,ll' D~!1 whi(•h C0111CS llnclcr the~ heading 
of the "GPnCi'Rl SC'hcrne." I thlnk the Bill 

a. ycrv u·oorl one. and will cive to the 
,;-hact they arc asking fo.r. It will 

c •lw nPoplc· the right to suv how long 
and ho\Y oftt n they are- going to h:-,ng on to 
that infernal +rfl p '? The onl:v thing.- I havr 
-ef'll ln CJnnertion 1vith the Brisba1w tr1m~ 
w,· ys 1-la:-.-o been strap::: anu dividends. I 
think this will bo the death-blow to stm)1'i 
and di,-idcnd,. I am glad that they are to 
b:: killed together. 

2\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): I listened with 
Yery great interest on \V cdnesday night to 
the ~twech of the Premier on this Bill. I 
certainly appreciate his appeal that we 
should, as far as pos$ible, make this a non~ 
pa.rty measure. \Ve are discussing a matter 

(}lh. Weir. 

to-day of Yery great imvortancP: especially 
to the p<:ople in 1 he metropolitan area. T!w 
nwtter i.5 aln1ost of national irnpo:da.nce. and 
'"e ha Ye to consider what is the be-,t to bu 
done unJc'r the exfsting eircurnstancc'-. Thero 
.a re tln...;e aspec-ts of th~ question that W;J 

haYc to consider-an extension of the frnn
ehi:--~, goYC'riHnental control, or rnunicipal 
O\Yncrship. Personally, I favour the lattc,r. 
The time ha" !!one when we should !mYc to 
consider tht. queftion of an cxtPnsi~)n of the 
hanchisf'. J udgiug fron1 the statement rnadc 
on \Yl-'dn0-day ni.iht. and frorn the position 
w hi eh has arisen since 1919. when the Bris
bane Trarnwa:v Pnrchase Eill was pa.ssed. it 
YYill be a diflicult matter to ;nake a satis
factOrY arrnn ··en1cnt 1vith the pr--.,;;;;cnt corn~ 
pany for an c ~tt·nsion of the franchise. I am 
sorry that the c;oyernment did not go right 
ahead when the,· introduced the Bill in 1919, 
and ar·CJuirc the' trams in September. 1920. 
Then YH' would not haYc been in th~ difficult 
po3ition that \\'8 fJl'" in to-da~T' ·O far as 
thC' Co \'E'rnmcnt and the local autho~·ltic~·. ar-c 
(·oncPrllecl. I think the tirne 1vhjch has since 
elapsed ha-; complicated the position. and has 
nwdc n. "ati~f;, tory adjustn1cnt in connection 
wit :1 the acquisition of the b·arns 1nore 
tJiffl_l'U~ t. 

Th· 1 1._\E-:.\IIEH: Condition_~ ha Ye iL·1proved. 
:.\loney j, chc-apt ,. nov·. 

}Ir T "\ LOH: Granting tlw .. t :tnon0y is 
c l1e01pC'r. I (1

0llilt -..-er"' rnuch if t·ho pm,~tjon 
has imp1 y,-cd. I bol:icve it ha.s not 
impro\-ed. l think I a1n corn·ct in ~a.-."ing 
tliat in Oc-toLcr or :\'oyember, 1920, the 
Go,:P"Y'l1l11C'llt had their own valuafor.s' report. 
The,. kno· hat w<ts contained in that 
l'C}H~l't. l:nfortunatr],v, 1vc do not know. I 

~c the diflidcncP of the Prernier in not 
whc-• that ntlnation was until thingH 

are ~.ati~factorn .... ~ settled. It is quite eYident 
t 1 a. ea, ual ~obscryer that thcro i,, a 
trcrn0ndon~ HHll'giu of difference bctv;cen the 
offer nL,dc lr.- thP GoYernn1cnt for the tearn~~ 
and the: .a:.:k d b~T the e:on1pany. No 
ono ran 1 \Yh:tt the tribunal -wiH av.rard fo1· 
the trmu-.. \1.C' L1ight haYC our ov n opinion~ 
of the '·du;_•; IH"' rnight sa~- the tribunal \\·ill 
n'1~ dr; !·his 1L1 it 1vJll not do that; but I\ e 
art' \ ~~r,\- c trn :-:urprised with rcspc.·t to the 

tnu)llt of n11t. :.__.uch as this. YVe H!:O 
Jlutelv in the I do not th1nk the 

local authoriHe~J do not to ti1ko the 
tran1 O\ cr. lf l can judge nttitudo, 

theY nrl' .afraid that rc,~pon:-libilitics 
th{·own upon then1 in th'' 

the: tran1s which will in turn 
in ter111 ,, of dw 13111 to 

i'<ltf' up:tn rhe ratcpnyers. I 
nHfair, if there 1~ to be a 
v. or king of the' ·. th 1 t 
i-Loul:l lw to 
dcflci: 
le 

· ·ho 
·,.,-ho t mnr~ b~r mntor car, and in 
It is hardlv fair that they should 
pay tlwir pi·oportion by way of ra~o to mn.kC' 
up ""Y -cL !icienr- ·. I do not think it is hir 
or equitable. If ihere 1~ a dcficienc.v, tho~'~ 
r., tepa vers will be a., ked to proyide chc'lp 
trann•>,ly accommodPtiou for a floating 
population. In other worrls, they are asked 
t(~ provide for a tra1nway S' rvice which they 
neyer use. 

The PREMIER : The trust has power to 
increase the fares instead of compelling tlw 
local authorities to strike a special rate. 
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J\!Ir. TA YLOR: Anv deficiency that has to 
1')0 n1ade up should. be ac:;o.fnplished by 
1ncrea&ing the fares. The trust knows that, if 
there is ·~·oing to be a. delicicn-cv on a year's 
operation of the :::y:-5t·on1, it can n1akc np 
ihat JefirierH'J by i~sujng precepts on the 
local autlwritie--, :,nd, in Iny opinion. that 
will probabl.. haYe a tendency to make it 
rnore lax in running· the trarns econon1ically 
and efficiently. l'rubaiJly that would not 
happen if it knew all it ('Oiled do would be to 
raise the fare-,. In that case it \\"<Juld not VYant 
to do that. 

The PnE~IIEn: 'I'his prov1Jion is sirnilar to 
+he provisivn under -which the Adelaide tru:3t 
works. 'J1he AdelaJClc trust ha.s jncrcased the 
fares. and ha~ never i~.-.ucd preCC}Jts on the 
local authorities. 

'.\h. TAYLOH.: I unders~ and that the 
dcficicncv is to be mack up by the issue of 
prf:o,_pts.~ 

The l'RE:\liER: The tnkt will have full 
power to in!JH_'asc- the fare::-. 

'.\Ir. TA YLOR: I am pleasrod to know that 
that is the case. Th<Lt is ho\Y the trust will 
obtain its n'YOlUC. Thcr is in every largo 
city a large float:_ng popqlation. They \vill 
nsu the tran.i~, but the-',' would not contribute 
in anv W.J.'> under the ralino- SV.::ite1n to rnakc' 
.up t,l:;Y d~ficic:lC]" that rnight vaccrue after a .. 
year's operation::-. ..::\ good cl':al of hostile 
critici~m has been directrd again!"t the prt::Jent 
con1pa11:y. I do not think it is altogether 
juslific-cl-in fact, I do not think it is justificLl 
at all. Anyone who has a knowlodgo of the 
.Uiflicult method of transport when the Bris
bane people bad to tra n·l to their homes in 
the suburbs in the old 'bu9es and wheil the 
~horse-trams 1\ ere in operation hore must 
recognise iLat. -when thi:3 company c.l..n1e to 
Quee01Jhnd and put it~ money into this busi
ness and started \vhat wa. the fir .. t electric 
traction syJteni in _\.ustralia, they did a great 
senic") to Brisbane. Mr. Badger did not 
start the electric trams in Brisbane, It was 
the late Sir ~\1alcolm ::\I"Eacharn, a ::\Iel
bourne n1an-a rnan of broad vision and a 
1nan ,~-ho could sec a good deal further than 
any of tho· 2 living in Brisbane at the time 
c,'luld :-ef)-and he ~av;· tht~ po:'sibilitic, of a 
goud trrunv, ay systcrn in Brisbane. l-Ie raisM 
the u1onPy uc~cs~ary to buy out, the old 
service vd1ich wa rurL~]n<; in our street::; and 
which \Y:-\S practicall,y a disgrace to our city. 
No one in Bri~bane et that tin1c would 
tcuch the C"cncern '. ith : 40-fc ot pole. \V hen 
the olc ·:tric trams first ,t;nted anrl one of 

happcnc·cl ru_:_t vff the line I rcn1mn-
thc hi-larity was an1ong t the cabmr~n 

tn-d the 'busJl'ivcl'·-·_. an.d Queen street 1vas 
lit up as though there \YUS a prrpctual f.tonn 
going on OY\"ing the friction of the trollv-
lvhc, ls on tlH' -wires. 'l'he Brisb '-I~:' 
Tranl\Ya::. c Cmnpan;, btarted opt'rations in 
1895, and for ilvc . e rs it did nothing but 
,pond rnone:,- in laying down the Yarious 
lines to the suburJ::> and in cDnstructing a 
pow, r-hou::-c. The• first di\ id end on the 
prcfercnC'c shares was not puid antil 19r2-
that \\'as SC'ven years after the company 
started operations. Up to that time it had 
not paid a copper even to its prcfere11(·" 
shareholders. The flrst diYidcnd on the 
ordinary shares was not paid until 1907-
Lwelve years after starting operations. Anrl 
what did the shareholders get when they 
did commence to receive dividends? For 
several years they recciY~d dividends at the 
rate of from 2 per cent. to 3 per cent. Not 

rnan2 pE'ople who put their nlmlcy into a 
ventur'_', ".'hen they fmd they are gPtting 
such a. poor return for :o:o nHul:-· year:=;, liko 
to leave their money in it. 

:Ur. VCEIR: You forget the fact that the" 
\verc buildirg their extensions out of revenue. 

::Yir. TAYLOR: They have always had to 
build their extensions out of revenue, and 
that is a v·"'Y sound principle lo adopt. 
V er- often vve have to borro\Y 1noney, as 
we have to do in connf'ction ·with our rail
,, Jys; but I" e hope that ultimato!y we shall 
be able to r .pac' our debt out of reYcnue. 

\Vith r<'g·:u·d to the pPople who hold ··hares, 
the TQturn I h<~ve is da'-,cd 7th J\'overr1bor, 
1917. which is the latest one I could get. 
'L'hat was after the company had been 
operating f,Jr about twenty years. 

In 1917 there \'\l_'rC'-

ShF reholder,, Shn ~'P:'. 
611 holding 50. hare:':> and under 
4c3 holding 51 sharrs ard nnder lOO 
203 holdinF 101 sharr9 and undr'r 200 
161 holding 200 :;,:{~arcs and oYer 

Of tLos·· 161 sharcholrlors who held 201 
~hare and over th.---\rf· wen• several lnrge 
truste'' ~ompanios who probably had the 
n1onu:) of hundreds of peopk invested in the 
Tnun>;·:a:vs Cornpany. 

l\lr. BREKN \K: vVh0re did you get those 
fach fro1:1 ': 

:\Ir. TA YLOR: :'\ot from vou. The quf's
of ovcrcro\vding ha::- b'ccn n1cntiDned. 

knows that the trams arc over
Id thev are e-xtra-ovcrcl·ov-vded at 

'~nt tin1e. V The Pren1ic>r v:as gcnc-rou~ 
e11ough to 'a:, that 1 ·''~sing to thP nrnount of 
uncc1 tai nty \vhich has provailc-J for f:,Qlno 

time, it wn hardly to be expected that the 
com.pa n,~' "' ould S'O to the expcn~,c of provid
ing cxtr,:._ D.f'('(ymrnodntion. 

:i!l'. \\'Em: It did not do it even bdoro 
tho arh •qt of this Government. 

2\Ir. T ~\ YLOH: I do not knO\V that there 
\Ycre :-'J nHtn" complaints before the ,'tdvent 
of thi Govc:rnrm r!t. The talk about the 
OYf'rf't"O\vding <Jf thf' tru.rns is largely OVf~I~
donc. Jongest run in any tra111, if you 

pahenger, is about t'v.rent~ -five 
~ numb0r of people get out 

cection, and b7 tho 
tlH~ end of the s'Ocond 

, t.'C'tion PVvryonn ha~ a seat. 
\VEIR: l'r.op!o he1vc harl to wait h :lf 

for a tra'1l. 

: That is nCJt my experience. 
can fairly often, and I have 

·nit half an hour. I certainly 
stand on a good rnnny occa

~', ts no intention to purchase 
trarnv,"ays, and it was 1nad8 

the company to provide 
accommodation at the rush hours of 

the for i h<J whole of the passenger'7 
off~rlng-, it 1vould n1ean that the cDrnpauy 
\Yould ha Ye to nut on extra trams and extra 
employees duri.ng those hours; and what 
are they g·oing to do during the rPst of 
the day? It wo;tld pro hP :J!y result in tlru 
rn'oplP 1.vh-o rcde in the trmns having to 
pay c•xtra fa res during the rush hours of 
the dav. I wish to sav that I hold no brief 
foe th~ Tramways Company in connection 
with this Bill. We on this side, and I am 

sure ,.)! hon. members, want to 
[7 p.m.] see that a fair deal is given all 

round, and that we shall not 
sc·cm, by the proposed acquisition, to taks 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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ad" ,n:otac;c- (If the rights t1Jc com
Jlrc -c::~t. tirnf'. and 1-vhich 

tht' currenc· of i ls 
t _•rurc. do not thiDk there 
should '· rtadF"(1 t.o the undur-
takillt;: The n:ceiYL'd a 
tenure n·;e11ty expiration 
of 11 there ~\Yns vf renew$-il, 
and. rn:- nvinion, not be any 
good\\ ill. 1-lo,vcYer, l that is_ a 
rnatter which \\ill ha.vt.' to decided by thr,~ 
tribunal which i5 to be app?inted ,,~o ass~~., 
t.h~~ value of tb" l1ndertrrktDfr. _._he Bdl 
,\·hic:h y.·tls lntroth<e:'d in 1819 by the then 
IIomc ~ccrerary 1.. Jntained a clause pro-
viding that an ext'""'n·-_ions o~ ot~or vvork~ 
whjch haYe earned our "\Ylthout rn 
Order m or without propce 
author in. taken over . by the 
Governrr~iC'nt of any cost 1neurred 
L.. the ccnnpany therefor .. l d? not know 
hO'.Y the (;ovcLmwnt conld ]Hst1ly the ,~~ser
tion in the Bdl ot such a clause. ~hose 
extension-s 1Jl son1e cases meant the dupht.:a
tioH uf the h'(H ::. ~nd, 1n other Cf\C:.E'S, ~he 
construC'tion nf tnLCKS int;J sheds, an.d otn~r 
utilities: which the corr1pany required 111 
order to carrv. on its operatio11s. They were 
ncu:'3sarv \;ofks, othPrwise they 'vonld not 
have bcCn constructed, wnd for the Goven;t
mPnt to nut a da.usc in the 1919 Bill spec!· 
ficallv f:t~ring that those works would not 
bt~ t3Ju n into t :msideration in case. of tl.te 
acqui~ition of the trarnv ay-there 13 on1_~-
one word which can apply to that, and 1t 

:is the word "repudiation." 
The PRE:\!!ER: What was it repudiating? 

~1r. TAYLOR: It was repudia.bng any 
payment br any ot that work which the 
Government said was not authori~ed. 

The PnE~IIER: The hen. member cannot 
call that repudiation. 

Mr. TAYLOR: What was it? 
The l'r:E:IfiER: It certainly was not repu, 

diation. There \Vn~ rncrt>l~~ no provision for 
taking it over. 

Mr. TAYLOR: lt is the, •. ,rne thing. 
The I'nEl\!lER: It j, net the ~.a.me thing. 

Mr. TA YLOR : Did you tell the peoplo 
in London that you did not know how that 
clause got into t.he Bill'! 

The l'RE'!TER: What I told the chairman 
Df directors in Lor1don, JVl:r. Bccr.,to.il, was 
that thc·rc was no intention to p<ty goodwill. 
JWt' to allow good\\ill to be created b;v any 
unauthorifed ex ten,, i-onf;; but that 1f WA 

wanted a,nv extc1:-:.ion", we vvould pay for 
th<-m. -

Mr. TAYLOR: You knew perfectly well 
that yon would :cquir<> those unauthonsed 
extensions, 03pec1ally when; . there was a 
doubl<> track, and where facll1 tlCs were pro
vided for getting into the v .. rious tramwa:. 
sheds. 

The Pm:oJirR: I told tho company that, if 
we required tho':'-e cxtcn<;;lonR, we would ray 
for them. 

Mr. TA YLOR: You only wanted to pay 
for them at cost, and I do not think that is 
a fair thing. You cannot expect the 'I'ram
w"ys Company to dispose of their assets at 
actual cost. 

The PREWER: Vie do not want to do that. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If W<c wanted to dispose 
of our railways, we would not sell them 

[Mr. Taylor. 

a! actuaJ cost. A;:;snutCJ for the sake of 
thcct our railways cost £50,000,000, 

net sell them for £50,000,000. 

The Pw:~"1IJER: \Vhcre is the analogy? 

TAYLOR: There is an analogr. iVe 
\rant £90,000,000 for our railways. 

The l)REJII.t:R: \Ye arc not asking the corn~ 
P'''':: to haml oYer the tramways at actual 
C:U:')~. _.:_\re .r.pcaking of the ~lnauthorised 
ex tL·n~ions 

.\lr. TAYLOR: ::\'o; I am speaking of the 
\\ Lole undertakiug no1-v. 

The l'RE:\IIER: iY e shall not ask that the 
,,Jwle undertaking be handed oYer at actual 
cost. 

:\h. TAYLOR: I am pleased to know 
that. The cr4 will Le tixed by the tribunal 
that will be established under the Bill. and 
we Lope that a fair deal will be made to 
c .,e ':i mterc · t im-ol vcd in the matter. We 
have a nurnber of amendn1onts in connection 
with this Bill, and not one of them affects 
a ,-;tal principle of the BilL I hope that, 
\Yhen these amendments are brought befor& 
the Chamber, they will receive favourable 
cDnsidcration. Generally speaking, vd1en 
nn1cudn1ents con1e frmn this side of the 
l-:Io~1.se, thcv arc recciYcd with scant courtesy 
from the o'ther side. · 

The FnE~IIER: I don't think the hon. gentle
JDan can say that. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Ever since I have been in 
the House, I only know of two Bills wher& 
the Gonrnment have accepted amendments 
fwrn this side. One was the Primar-. Pro
rluccrs' Organisation Bill and the oth"cr the 
Primary Products Pools Bill, vvhich we put 
throu·;h Committee 0 ,_cterday. On all other 
Bills, when we submitted amendments, they 
v.ere rejected. 

The PRD!TI:R: I mig-ht remind the hon. 
H1cmbcr that \VC acccl)ted amendnwnts on 
the Land Tax Act Amendment BilL That 
was a. controversial Bill. 

:\Ir. TA YLOR : I think most of the mea
<::.urcc \YC have been discussing for ~ lung 
time haYe b•'en controversiaL I think we 
1 re rrll dPsirous that the t.rams should pay 
their wa:-, whether they are taken over by 
the Gm-ernment or hv the local authorities. 
\Vhatcvcr terms are· given, and whatev8l· 
arrangement is cornc to, I am sure that 
l'vcr·.· member of this House hopes that the 
arrrrngemcnt> will not inflict any haT;:1ship 
on the communitv. During the last year or 
t',m, there has' been quite a change of 
('pinion with regard to n1·otor 'bus transit 
in the cities of Europe, and in all the' 
principal cities of the world. The Premier 
told us himself the other night that even in 
the city of London mo'or 'bnses provide 
for the tra me there. 

The l'REMIER: There are no trams in the 
L0art of the cit;y of London. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If the motor 'bue traffie 
is succcs;fnl in the heart of the cit,- of 
London, surely there can be no difficulty 
in connection with the same traffic in the 
capital cities of Australia. 

The Pnnmm: There is a great congestion 
of traffic in London. 

Mr. TAYLOR: In conneetion with motor 
transit, I would like to quote an extract 
which appeared in one of our local papers a. 
few months ago. In giving evidence before 
the Yarra Bridge Commission, the chairman 
of the Melbourne Board of Works, Mr. J. 
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Riddell. said. rh at withln four year~ 
t tr ,nl'.~avs ·yvould be clc<:ned out of 1\iel
bourL''. ancf that he \Vas in favour of motor 
'busP< to rc)llace them. I wrote to :Mr. 
Ridclell on 12th Julv last. nnd called his 
attclttion to this statement, and I asked 
him for some ;nfonnation on the matter, and 
he replied on 17th July, as follows:-

.. I bc·g to ackno,vledgc ft'ceipt of your:-:. 
of the 12th instant in regard to motor 
'bLues, and shall be please·d to give you 
any iuformation I can on the subject. 

.. I haY:> an appol:1trnc~1t to give n1y 
Yiev. "J gt'llPrally to a new:'papcr n1an llexr 
\vc-ck, and on the 2nd August \Yill bt~ 
giving 0vidcncc b0fore thQ \Tictorian 
Raih,·a~-.3 St.u1ding Cornn1itt0e. PPrhap.
it YYOtdcl be as well t0 ·e the rt ··nlt of 
n1v lntervieY: nrxt 1veelc ·which n1ay 
~11.f1icc for your purposes. 

'·I arn not in a posit.jon to g]y(' you 
an~T ilg·un_·-3 in i'Hppol't of your opposition 
to taking oYer the trann\!Jys in Brisbane.'' 

1 do not know wh re he got th<tt idea, bccdusc 
in 1n_v letter tn hin1 I .(l~d not cxpre~.~ an 
"'J1position to tlw Jn·opo,al. 

" \li I can snv is that in YicYv of tho 
\, nndL•rful pro~tl'Q' 3 madP in n1ot-::lr rran:;..-
1 )nrt rrvicc' in the r .. 1o-dcrn citit'<:,. of 
Englaucl nnJ Europ '. I Ehould- be ..-.-erv 
·orrv to i11vcst 111' n1oncv in a11v trarnwa\: 
undCr1 J.kinp·. · ~ ~ 

•· ~;\_;.; SOOll [}:' l11V interYiP·\ \Vith tJ!O 
ncwspaprr n1an is ·published I will ~end 
yon a cc,p~.-. 

" Yours trul,v. 
"IY. J. C'ARRE RID DELL ... 

Tbc :\Idropolitan Doard of \Yorks of ::\ld
-bournc. a~ 1-he Pre1nie>r and n'lost oth:-r hen. 
111C11lb' rs kno\v. cJntrols the expcnditurf' of 
1nil1jon~ of TrHlilf'\ in the citY of ~Ielbo-:..nne 
on YariollS public~ vvork:::. It' is not ~ small. 
tinpot pff'air in an;" shapE' or form. This is a 
report of :\Ir. Rirlclell's C'Yidence b0fore the 
Railwav Standing Committee of Yictoria. 
taken frorn a. fr. \·onrite paper of tht.• hon. 
mentber for Brisbaltl', the J\IclbounL' 
..-:' Atz;e ., __ 

"r.Ir>·nhcr~ of thP Parlian1entarv Rail
~ S"· \ndin·2:· ConHnith_-.~~- at n "sitr.ing 

vt•sterdaY, frar:ldv <.:dn1ith)d h~·
V.·t·r0 ~u~·pri· ·d nf th0 0nthusiaszn 

of :\fr. \Y. J. Cane> Hiddcll. chairm,.n of 
tlw :\lclbunrne anrl :\le rropolita n Board 
of \"Yorks. for the n1nclcrn n:otDr omuihn~. 
The cornmith'c i·, it .1niring into tht. pro
rn:·wl *~) brin£r clc,:->trie tranl\YaY~" \\·ithin 
il12 city arc~. c1nd ).Ir. I~iddcll, v.·ho 
l'i't_' ntlv r<)turncd fr01n a. Yisit to Grrat 
Briouit; awl rlw Continent. attcnrlc•d thnt 

Jni~·ltt giYc' ac:; C'Yidoncc the re~ult of 
eb~crYation~ nbroarl jn regard to 

r~a, · :-:g-t'l' tran~ lwrt.· 
·· Tn a pr0lirninar.v statement :::\1r. 

Ridd ·!I said he thought it would he an 
ontrag('OU~ thing to- sub':ititute electriC' 
trann;·,a:vs for tht• ( x:isting cable tra.tn
\Yay.: 

As 1nost of 11~ know. tlH' ~1t·lbournc system is 
.a cable svstcrn. \vhi<'h ha~ been in D]Jeration 
for prolHibly thirtv-fiYc or forty years. At 
anv rate, it wa.s installed be for,' our electric 
syStem. The "Agf'·· f'ontinues-

" The C'able &~rYice. in his opinion, was 
a very satisfactory one for short journeys. 
and was preferable to unsightly and 
unsuitable electric tramways within the 
limits of the city proper. Constructcu e.t 

\\t"'_.\, Vl!l'. prac-
'>~11d thcrn~cl\'e . .., OlL c.1Lle 

(_<L·ne~l prnfih th:tt r-lc•ctric trarn
l Hhtructc J \\ lwn thP co::<t of h.bour, 

and nwnc v "'<a at th-.: peak, 
'He unckrstood that 

thf eler+-r'c tr rnv;ay.:; rlrc,J.dy construc:ed. 
"'t·rt' r,on };aying and were C'nabled to 
c;1 on at px, -~n g L111 only becau~:.e 
cf l1r::r• prollt:s fr~nn th~ ca!Jl.e trams. 
In nthPr countries tll"..:' authonhes v·:ere 

,...;-ord 1·oud:- for the use of 
- in 1'::r-fpn•nc(' to spend

~ cl~·ctric trarrl·,, ay 
anY day 

(on do~ 
,Tamwr,. 1922, and 
'die! t'c.msicl,rable 
abnnt thP ci1 v nnd 

I L~ v. _•nt to Lon
.the 1Lo~ Jr 'bus; 
b!..)r _dllf' ciull'lil8-d 

comC1rc'lbb 
IIlOfP 

Invari-
h~-) t by that 

nH l!." obrail:(•d a Co.n,_'r qf London 
tbnn wuul1i L!l\'L' be~.•n utllcn .. i:-:t' J)O~sibl-P. 
Tr n'~ fj ldt>d to th•~ t1on of traffic; 

'ln.tse· v;pt-c ar.tl handy. 
)r'Iclbonrr ~ gre\v into a big city t.he 

tra. :-) L.o1dd b, ren1ovecl fron1 thE' c1t;.~ 
prope~ and thP hridgPs. and 'bu3C'S 
~,;;hou\d tht:nL Bv thi5- rneanR 
1 hP p ,ssnQ.'P of traffic \VOuld, bP ·1:'-XP_P<:lit.P·?
,-,nfl : n~nrd.wr of the prescnt:da:v dl~~th~h
tie..., ~:. c:ulJ b1 n~movf'rl: \\here sp0c:1al 
r J<Hl-;-collcrPh:' roads w1th "ornc covc;·1ng 
--\Vl:'l"l~ ('nnst i'Lh':-cd for lH•e of n~o~.or . ~us 

rou.( ~;-; h \ con~idcr()d the tnur:ncipahties 
sh 8 nld h•·u half tne cost of 

,. to :'11r. Touch·'\' (chairman) 
mem\ rs. :'.Ir. Hitldcll sa1d that 

al!d double ckek 'bu ,-3 \verc 
In Etlinburgh ,\lld 

nnn,railc,d: in Lon
- If rnotor 'lw_·, )a 
un•" he attributed 

fact that \ht'Y \\:)I'-' rnnnlw.s in 
it1•)I1 to a c 1H)ap tr_an1~ay; 

lt '\H1..:('·' '"l.'l, aYallallle to 
: rcnn 'It, anti regular 

- 'no~ic .-'d that. there 
LonJon through 

clc;c nd
he iind 

Jax-

Thr-:tt"· i; l!!Orf' nf it. hut i::; the st.:1 of. 
'J \\h;ch hP gLt\P St10U .. d h.,. 

CYlllUllC" • t j.J 1; • n·}\"--. the tJU t 
rnor(' prl\ 1~ "111 tn tlli':I Ht- ,o ~ l__ 

absolntn control ovt-;r rnotor 1'~- 'lS traP.;_p~rt. 
This mnrnin~ the hot~. ll1C'lH<JI r f~)~' L.n?an 
read evidf'm·,_. of vyhat took pla.e,_,, Ill ~nw
castle -,vith regard to yhe 5nbst;tution, of el~~-
tric for tratns ltl that C1ty. 'Ihe e_nol-
ncf'r town cl('rk repJrted t_h~tr:,..,the~ 
·would lltldPrtakf' to c,trry ?Ut thf' :->Pi~ ;J"~ au 

t f ""250 000 as arram•t the p10posed 
"- cos 0

• ~ ' ' '·. " 1 0 000 f · 
P:xpPnditurP of sornetlung ·TvC'r £..L.00 ·~ ~ 1 

the cleetrific"tion of the .. 'team tranb, ~~'~ 
provide equalL a~ ~ood. ll not a better. ,er
YicP. In that report the;: also show~d how 
the rr1 otor 'bus transport had .gro~·n 1~ that 
J)artirular ritv. Having that 1n VlCW, tf. the 
trams are acquirod, power should be grven 
to the trust to have full control ove_r motor 
'bus tran ;port. lnsh·ad of extendmg the 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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tT.·.ms fror;l thl- trnuintb of. " v. ibe !(0dron 
Park ]~HC' to l)o·wnfall Cr._ck. er 
iria] ~honld l)c rnade 11ith 
St'rYirr·. 

Mr. 1(IRWA::\: ~1oLor uusc- require good 
road,. 

..\lr. TA YLOTI: I admit that. It is wun
d~_·rfuL t hung h. h<nv tnotors w]ll ti·avPl OYPl~ 
r•vci 1~ d roaf!"'l. There is no doubt that good 
road n1~1ke t!'<1Yf..•11ing in a Hiot.or very mueb 
JnOF'· cnntfnrta l)lt'. \Ye ha Ye now a ::11ain 
l1oad.s Bo· rd. nr _l tll<'~'(' i a gc:ucra1 feeling 
thrnu!:?:;Jour all lot tl .tutlwrit•.' cncus that the 
C'oEdii1ou of rho t·o ~..._lB should bC' 

!lltrl
1

\ a..; po~ ~bic. it is 
o !cl. fa,hi,Jned 

ll1 

a YL'ttr 
lrlntor "erYicc s frmn 

··<' q terlulnal point-s of tbc tnuns, to 
be r.Jn :ll conjundiu;J \1jth t~lc couhl 
vcr• \Yell b0 tried. To a 
arc·· takin9; a 1f·np into the 
vrh:r' lht> ~ i~ to br'. C\:rt1inly 
micr and GoYt.'rnmclt ha:rc a gTPn.t,' 
kno\\ l0dgr~ of tlu't than WC' bayc. :\or c·Ycn 
the PrC'rnier, howc·Ycr, can detr;nnine -what 
\.Vf' are Ukch· 1 o In the acquisition of 
tlw trail' . e.ithc-r !b termed a connner-
C'ial Ytdur• or \Yhat is tcrn1ed a rPp1acenient 
\ aJuc ·will have to he considered .. and on 
that l'"~'·is thE' Ya1uc be n:::~c· srd. \,~irh the 
rPplarcnlC·nt vuln:· \YC shaJ] ha Yt' to provid:-' 
for depreciation of the cxi6tjng 5t·rYice. \YP 
\Vould {On::;;ic1e.:.· the- con1n1crC"ial value to l ~ 
the rnnning valup at the prt>SC'Lt ti1nc: and 
that valnf' \You1d be cstin1atccL of C'OlH~f'. oll 
the pres0nt condition of tlJc• undertakin~;. 

:i\1r. HARTLEY : \\'hat do0s the hon. gentle
man call running value-the earning value? 

:i\Ir. TA YLOH : The Yaluc of the trams, the 
plant. the track. and everything at the 
present time. after allowing for appreciation. 
It ha-., b0en suggested froln certain quartr'rs 
that the company should accept what it cost 
to la" dmn1 the lines in the first instance. 
I do· not think that \vould b•! a fair thing 
\V P do not follow that course in r<Jnncction 
with the dis, .oo-al of perpetual lvaseholds in 
this State. Th(• Government put an up.et 
value on la.nd which is to be offered under 
the perpetual lease svetcm ; t.hev ma? fix a 
price of £1 m· £1 Ss .. and probably p< 'lple 
will come nloJJg and pa~T £5. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IKSTRLTCT!ON : 
Often they pa? far less than it costs the 
ownf'r when l10 purchased it. 

::\-1r. TAYLOR: That is so. The point I 
a1n trying- to nutke is that the present tranl
way system, after allowing for depreciation, 
cannot be laid cio,Yn at anything like the co~t 
disclosed in the report presented by ::VIcssrs 
J\iacfurlanc and Murton. They have given 
us the cost of la:-·ing down that scheme as it 
stands in the compnw's hooks to-dav. \Ve 
all know perfectly "·ell that that syetem is 
of greater Yalue to-day than at thr• time it 
was carriC'd our. , 

Mr. H'RTLEY: \Yhy pay a higher cost than 
it cof;t in th0 first inf'tance? Ho\Y :-'nn the 
hon. member justify that? 

Mr. TA YLOR: If the hon. gentleman 
bought a horse. or dray, or rnotor-car for 
£50 or £100. and there was an appreciation 
in its valu0, is he not justifi~.J in asking for 
that appreciation" 

[Jfr. Taylor. 

Mr. I-IARTLEY: Kot if I agreed, after a; 
1 Prtain neriod, to hand it oYer after I had 
had certain us~ out ol it. That is the case 
1, irh the Brisbane tran1s. 

:\1r. TA YLOH: J'\o: the company has mado 
no agTec•mpnt to hand anything over ~t alL 
It w2s provided that, at the exp1ratwn of 
twenty vcars which would bo the term 
of tl1oir' fra'nchiso, the trams would be 
acquirNl. but certainly not at what it cost 
to build them in the first instance. 

:\lr. HARTLEY: You might make 200 per 
cent. prcfit on the actual cost. 

T.\ YLOR: Quite likch·. The Premier, 
ilttloducing tlte Bill. said that the trams 

vroul.d become a dailv improving asset. I 
am inciinc cl to think ·he is right. None of 
u'-' expect that Bri~ba.nc is gol!lg. to r_emain 
,_,.i th a population of 200,000; 1t JS gomg to 

"\m·one who knows anything of 
land' must realist' that Brisbane i·' 
to gTow. all!l that the tramways in the 

onlinar-" ~ ourse of e\·,_ nL, wjll becon1e 1nore 
,-alnabL in year to come than they are at 
th·; IH'C'::iPnt tin1c. The 1-vhole n1attPr of value 
is a most difliclllt one to settle. Seeing that 
a tribunal will be constituted, I suppose .-ome 
falr e;;:,tiinatp, v.-ill be arrived at "vhen thn· 
trt:rns ar-• nltimatl'ly taken oyer. 

I have given the que tion of a referendnm 
J .. fair anlount of consid0ration, and I haye~ 
listf'ncd to the nrgun1('-Dts in connection \vith 
it. One argument hac;; been advance-d frorn 
this side that the Local Authorities Act pro
Yi<les that a local nnthoritv can take a, 
referendum in colli1Pction "·ith a loan to 
rarrv on its activitir-s. Orher reasons have 
hecr{ ehown frc.m hon. members opposite why 
a refi'rc: .:lum should not be taken. I am 
ah-olutelv oppo·cd to a referendum. I have 
Sf'Yeral l·easons for being opposed to a 
rrfercndun1, and one reason is thj,,: \Ve are 
in a holv muddle at the prc.,ent. time, and, 
if a. refe1·cndnm wer0 taken, and the people 
turn0d it down, we \vould remain in that 
muddle. \Ye haYc to take these trams oyer
there is no gdting- away from that-and the 
nroper thing to do is to make the be~t ?ar
gain wo can. and get out of 1t w1th as htth· 
loss as possible. In the taking of a referen
dum we have to consider that it would be 
taken on the same franchise as exists at the
prC'"Cnt time for trw local authorities, and 
that would mean that there would be thou
eands of p<'oplP calicd upon to vote who have 
no inter0··t what0w:r in the trams. They 
n~side near the railways and use the railwa.ys 
in coming to tlw city, and hardly ever ride· 
in the trams. The'·c people would vote it 
down. and we ·hould find ourselves in the 
same muddle that "·e arc in at the present 
time. \Ve cannot take the risk of the pro
position b0ing turned down, and something 
must bo done at once. \\'0 cannot allow 
th0 outside arc''' to suffer as they are suffer
iniT at the present time on account of the· 
,,-,;"nt of tramwav exte-nsions. That is what 
is happening. riot in one district, but in 
probably half a dozen die.tt·icts ':round the 
metropolitan area at the present bme. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

::Vfr. PETRIE (Toombul): I beg to move
" That the hon. member be granted an 

extension of time to continue his 
speech." 

Question put and passed. 
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Mr. T ~\ YLOR: Those districts for quite 
a long time h•ve been without proper corr,
munication with the citv. The district I 
referred to a f<:\l' 1non1entS ago is the Kedron 
art'lo-it ls not in n1:v electorate but is very 
clo~e to it~it is a locality which is going to 
1 ,. rapidly fi!lc,l with city chvdlers in the very 
near future•. At the present time the trams 
stop at Kedron Park racecourse, and 
thon" is 'vhich runs about t1vice a day 
ollt to \Vhich is a holutdv insuffi-
cient for rho rt lj -tiren-tents of the 1Jcople in 
that di;.;rrici. nnd, therefore. there is an 
absolut. IJC>C"''itc· that something should be 
done l'(·n1t'd_y t l·c prc ,cmt intoler~ b1e state 

Fu thcr than thar, an extension 
t distri( 1:: will provide employn1ent 
a nurnbcr of vcople, and the sooner 

to in connection w1th the matter 
will bo for tlw people of Bris· 

l;ane und for the people of the out~ide areas. 

I <1() nnt like a trU,"' at odl. 
;c l to the principle· c,f a trust, 

thf' nndertn_king :·honld bL: 
the control of CXJWrts. The 

::--~id that ',-,as JlOt a tlenlocratic 
:-,::·stt~' hut \\0 do R lot of th5.ngs that are 
not •Jlu Tettil' Even Labour GoYcrnmcnts 
do that aro 110t demof·ra tic. ...:\ La bonr 
Uovennn( nt appointed the :manager of the 
C~onnnoYl''"t!d lth Bank. · 

The SECR 1 _TARY FOR ~.\GRICl"LTl~RE: A very 
good man. 

i\Ic TAYLOR: A splendid man, Thev 
paid hlm rood :::alary and_ put. hin1 jn cor;
tJ·ol of thP Commonwealth Ba.nk, which 
contrn1::: lYJilJions of n1oncy every year, and 
t.lw_\' did not ask for '' referendum of the 
people or anything of that kind before doing 
it. Th,-" freed that man from political influ
( F~P. Uf <.on. Sf' }y~ is rc~ponsihlr:- to the
Fedc'ral Parliament, but he has perfect frce
donl' to direct the whole of the operations 
of that great. bank. The prPsent GoYernment 
did prcJ·tinllv the same thing with our own 
Savinp-s Bn nk Conuni~sionci'. So there is 
nothing nnd< mocratic about it at all. \Vhat 
we want to sec is that the men in control
,~·hr4-hPr it is a tru:-:t or a commiss-ion~ 
chall he the YPn- best men "·ha can be 
s0curC'rl. -\Ye ha\·e had quite> enough in 
QueensltuH1 in recent years of non-paying
vf'nturc · nnd ,ye do not want an""' n10re of 
them. · 

Take Hre Federal Post Office, for instance 
A ~ •ar or two ago the loss on the Federal 
V( -.t OfR~ C' ran into hundrr>c~s of thousands 
( £ pounds per annun1. \Ye then ha.d a 

sv<tem of penny postage. ThP 
[7.30 p.m.J Federal Government recognised 

that tlw:,· conld not continue 
< ,·,rryincr on the g-reat acth·itiPs of the Po~r. 
Offi(:P in Australia and lose mono\ Yen.r 
nftr .. r y0ar. be>c:1use. whatever 1nonev~ is~lost 
in any aetivity has to <be made up either bv 
t.ha..t activit3 or by increaBed taxation, in 
order that the' accounts may be adjusted. 
No bu~iness can go on vear after Year 
]c,,,j~"-g- n1one!~. The Ii'PdC'i·al Governnlent, 
t.h0r0forr. found it ncC'es·,arv to raise the 
post 1g-e rates and tel<>phone rates. The 
people arc a·king for incr0ascd pos'al and 
telepho•,e fncilitie', and, if the people want 
those things, they must pay for them. The 
position i.s exactly the same with reg-ard to 
the proposed acquisition of the B1·isbane 
tramways, I hope that the scheme of having 
a trmt formed of eig.ht men selected from 
the local authorities will be cut out, and 
that three men of the highest intelligenee 

and professional knowl<'dge in the carryin<.; 
on of such a great activity will be appointed, 
so that the undertaking shall not be a burde;1 
on the community. ·with regard to the
taking over of the tramways, I agree with 
the Prernjer that trannvavs in anv area 
are matters of loc.cl authm;ity conce1:n, and 
should be under the direction of those 
bodies. If the Government took over the 
tmms and made a loss, it would mean that 
the: ' .. ·hole of the peo]lle outside the metro
politan arPa wr:mld have to contribute to 
malc0 up the los .. That is not a fair thing, 
because• tht:' tra"rr;-; aro 0st.ablished, in tht7· 
first place. for the convenience of the people 
jr_ d" rn tr'-l]lnlitnn area, and it is only fair 
that they should foot the Bill: but it is not 
fair, <h 'provided in the Bill,· to levy a te_x 
c1n raU; blc y.· lue of land to nwkt) up 
any A m dl might haYe a large pro· 
]Wl'ty in the eity of Brisbane, with his hon~e 
in one of rhn -ulnH·bs. and untlcr t,he Bill, if 
tl1E'rc \Yas n J l"'- · f;ll the tram\vays, he \Yould 
haYe to pa,1' hi~ 'lrre of that loss accordin.s 
1o the ratalll(' Y.·.i· e of land in the cltv of 
Briobanc, a11d l"' would aJso ba,·e to ·p:ty 
a tax to th'-• shin' council in which he is 
li,-lug. h: 1 ·tl (!11 the ral.ab1c Yaluc of his 
l:md in that an a. He ould be paying 
t \-icr- to help to ILnkc up the defici~-·:ncy. I 
think the principle i-;. unsound and unfair, 
and slwuld not be' n llo\Ycd to rcrnain in the 
Bill. P0rsonallv. I am anxious to see tho· 
tram1vays tak( n~ over at the earlict:t possible 
nwn1ent and to see thern a succc"s; and I 
''i'h tlw Premier to understand that the 
8 nH:ndn1C'nt:;; \Yf> a re going f.o propose in 
Committee to imJH'OYe the Bill are not 
l}l·ought forward in a hostile spirit, but 
,yith a dbire to a.'oist the Bill to operate 
,,-ith tlw least po <ible friction and with th0 
:"'tH-ccss of the undertaking in vievv. 

:\h. lL'\ltTLF.Y (Fit:rO?;): I do not feel' 
inclined to offr;r· an:; excu~e for speaking in 
snpport of the BilL While I am not a con
tinuous resident of Brisbane, I am, neverthe-
)C'.- -, vcrv e-arnestly concerned in seeing that 
th,, Brisbane tramway system is taken over 
and owned by the people of Brisbane. It !& 
rather pleasing, and aiso startling, to notice 
the change of attitude in the utterances .,f 
many hon. members opposite. There seems 
to lw some+hin~ lacking in this discussion 
wr the propnsPd ac'lnisition of the Brisbane 
tramwa-.- svstem which nsed to bf' evident 
in prf'Yiousv d1scus«ion-; \vhen the matter 'vas 
ln"Ol'P:ht fon,-arrL Th0 old militant nor<> 
which "·as wnnde· 1 tJu-ough the various 
~tTu~glcB whi('h t ~ok place \Yhen a simil>:J.r 
Bill ''a" brfnJ't 11-: i. no\v sp 'D.t. The old 
ter;,lS of militancv that. were rathPr aptly 
phrasrrl b~· the bnn. membPr for Brisba:-~e 
in his parod of ('CJ'tain \vcl1-knc-r<:Tn lines-

" Stnncl llTJ, >'and np for Badger, 
The Brd1anc Tramwav Boss: 

And guard his roya I b·•lance-sheets. 
Th0y n1nst not ~mffcr loss." 

That old spirit has va.nishccL Something 
hes gonr 'Hong Y ith 011r friends on the 
othe-r sirk. I wondPr if tlwv haYe seen the 
writing on tlw ',,·all, or if at last they have 
h:•cl a chcngc of !wart, and recognise that 
the utilities which proYide for the welface 
end romf0rt nf the people shall be owned 
h-, the pPoplc, a.nd the revenue earned 
thi'refrom used for the good of the people 
who subscribed iL I am inclined to take 
that view wh<>n I hear the eulogy of Mr
Badger by the leader of the N ationa f' 
party and other hon, mpmbers on the oUlf•l?" 

Mr. Hartleu.l 
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si<tP-t~utt we should honour hirn for bein:~ 
a ~rnan busincs:'i n1a.n in f'Stablishing thr, 
wondt>rful sYstern \vhirh h._~s been such a 
lJOon to the. p"ople of Brisbane. :\1y hon. 
iriu,_d al IIIO!:i' wrotP a new of farp·well 
Dn :\rr. Badger that rc1ight put into these 
liili_>~,:-

~. Tak( oft ~·our hat to Badger. 
'Ihe Brisbane Tr.Hnway Boss. 

\Yho ·bnilt this t.l'annva.v SV>Jtr•m 
Tha1 has collared Bfisb~ane's ';,plo~h.' 

But the Socialist Gove>rnrnent got him. 
I--Ie has reall. got to go : 

~o lift your hats to Badger, 
',\Tith eYery sign of woe." 

(Laughh'r.) lion. D1('nlbcrs opposite ha'·~ 
xc~ig·1H ,l th~'lnsclYes to the iHcvitahle cnforCL'
Inc·nt of tlH· GoYPrillllt'Ht's intention lo govec1 
the Stare in the intcrPsts of th pcvplP, and iH 
the iutPrc3t.~; of tlH' people alcnr'. I find no 

...{ <1U'3E' for eulogy of the Brisbane Trannru:s 
CorPpany or it~ 1nanager, l\lr. Badger. 1 

jn him a thoroughly cute, kPen, . 
v ho can1-2 to Brisbane an cl 

a~1 s·,,,tem of tran~>va-vs dra\Yll 
hv hor:-:es. uncl tsa\\.· the lack iu that' S\·stein: 
bi1t more iinportant to 1Ir. Badger a'nd tht~ 
peoul,, ·.rlw afterward· built the tramways 
wa;:; tlw monP7 v. hif'h \YCnt into the pockets 
of himself and others who carried on the 
trannvac- busino-, and transported the peoplc 
io awl from their homes. There was no 
dF::;ire 1o give a boDn to the peopk \Vhen the 
tram\\ aYS \Yf'l'(' flr'·t started, and ther~ ~.rf' no 
thanb -~luc b·. tlw rwopll' of Drishane to :\Ir. 
Badger for building thf' tran1ways: lJPCaH6C, 
if 1H• }ud not built thntt, somebody else 
'\VOtlld have don0 !'n. _._..\f'h,r nil. \Yhat 1nade 
-the t:·run'.'i"avs a snccpss \Yrt~ not ::\fr. Badger. 
not hi3 cn'ginerrs and thl splendid plant 
·which keeps the sync-m rtmning so well. but 
·the people who traYel to and from their 
lwnH's-thc workers r:crniug £1. £1 10.'., and 
£3 per \VCC'k, BornPtirnc rnorP and solnr
-6mc ... le--s. It -..vas in no Fpirit of ~ympathy 
'\Yith rl1eir nf'rf.1:-· that thc- trannva:v. 1v0re 
started. It was in a e;Ji,-it of exploit.ttion 
.and a desire to get n1onr>· from tht? pco])lc. 
Thcr0 i5:. no 1H~Pd to g-o into hPnJie" or tn 
indul~P in nnv nwudlirl "enti'nf':lt a· to v,·hat 
thc1 pec-1l0 D~vc to ::\1r. :r·hd;.;·('r or tu nny 
othrr hi,Q." captains of industr"': ·who hflYP 

;:;:•·1rt0.1 various Thi:;; i...: ·what 
.l\Jr. Ha(L~trr can10 to Rri...:banP: 
Ile '""' the that we-re obsolctf'. 
inefff'ctin. B'H1 He saw tho \YOn· 
-derful lidd for the '.' nrker and 
hf' •; i c•cl it hands. IIc sPnt thP 
v:hi~~wr a1onf~· to :ho 
O'.nH:d the cn~11, nno tht1.y proYicl~ l iho 

wlwrcln· th0v rou1d still further 
\'.-ork~:'L: of tf1i~ f'it-~·. 

~Jr. CoLLTXS: Tho_rc \YflS a g-r,- :1t la<:k of 
rnu ·;icipal enterprise. -

2\Ir. HARTLEY: The wonderful thing
about it i~ that. n:-nv it i;; forct'cl upon thP 
f'Ol11munit'-', and the jus.tie0 of th0 cause of 
·the people of Brisbanc is forcPd nnassa ilahly 
into the forefront of the public life. wr> 
have the hon. gentlemen on the other 
side bowing to the inevitable. and acknow· 
]edging that the onlv thing to do is to take 

·over thP tramways. For that I am thoroughl,v 
thankful, lwcause at last the people will have 
the owner,hip of this means of transporting 
them to and from their homes. Thev will 
have their elected representatives appointed 

<On the trust that will control the-system for 

[J!1·. Hrzdley. 

tb'ir ov;n <·on1_fnrt and for thrir O\r,·n advan
ta'.~'\', und tlw.v -vill control the ftY\'enuo 
<:1c-cn1ing fron1 it. There ha:-; lwen a g·)od 
deal :-',id about a po~siblt> lo . .:.;fi that ltHLY 

ar('nt<'. I se~ no need to he apprehensive 
of any los The hon. nw!i..lH?r for Anbigny, 
·,, ho ahYay:-. po~'-; as D chan1pion of the lo{_.11 
authoritie;:. f:I0PnlP.d ft 1rful of it. I v:ould 
likP ro say, for his inforrnation, that if th 0 

Bri.-~LanL' Tr,llll\vay.-; Cornpan:7
, thro· _:,h it~ 

ma:Jngt'L :3Ir. BadgC'r, can rnake 6Uch a. 
~Ul·_l'~s o: the' tra111 f<\) fa1~ as hi:; 
functiolling wa~ the succe..:s--
although l think rnvself the' 
due to- the large nu~ubcr o· 
tl-:::. •. an1s--thcn it c-.n 1Jt' 
under the n1unir·ipal tru~t. 

)Jr. J. JOXES: Don't Lrains counc at all? 

;\L'. tL\RTLEY: I 
BaJ£U'l' ·wn::. rc:-;nonsildP 
the ·tl·a 11 li~ diti not 
hl'r<'. if thPl'L' Lad 
;•opu]ation, tram.., w 
nnd 1 hr 1 ·would hn' 

-.n :nr n;;; ~dr. 
the :-;u ~·p·.,~ of 

· tlw rwopl" 
been :1 gro'i-ving 

h3 VC ~toppt d, 
ru·····,:cl likL' tLany 

raiT~ have ru:-:tecl before. 
::\[r. J-. Joxr::' : Like 1 '"' r _i[wo: 

~Ir. !L\ RTLEY: Th<•l'P a·,· ll'' rctih--et, -> 
IYlwrc rhc• ra i]~ huvP ru::-.;trd. Thf' rnihvay~ 
at~' 1to' u"r•d to the full Pxtcnt that thC',V 
m in l!t be used, but tltC'\' are no~ 1'~1:-~,tin~r. T 
-dr-;.-f' sa\' in thP carh ~lavs of the Bri6banc 
Tra~TI\Y~::s Cornparn. y, hen tho extensions 
W0rc fir~t ]airl dov:l1. thPY did not brin6 iu 
the H'Y(llHP that w,t~ arll-icipatcd: but, as 
tlH_' 1icnpl(· rc•cog-ni::-.;Prl the rDnvenience and 
facilitic•> tlw1 were offered. thev settled there 
an,-; made• the trannva\~ a' sucCess. I ::.cp no 
rPa~on hy wP 6ho:lkl a~)prchf'nd n loss 
hP-cnn5-.e tlE· trarnwav ~;·~h·n1 js going tn bP. 
nua1agcd by the local <~nthoritiP". The local 
anthoritiP:-; will h •Yt' just a::-.; uurh lTIO!lc-:: os 
}Ir. Bad-:;Pr had. becansc. afh:-r alL thP same 
pC'rph' will )Jl'o\·id<' thP n1on0yT for f'On{roning 
the tr .mwa~·· as providfd it for Sir. P~"lrh::-er, 
""d tlwv will lw nble to JW'- for then· own 
trams a~:rl thC'1r own f'xtPnsi'on.;, and collect 
8onY' Df it ag·ain as revenue . 

:,rr . .._). ,JOXES: \Yhy did ~ .. _;U br-r: -:'~V rnnr!Y) 

fronr An1cric:1? 
::.Ir. HXETLEY: \Ye bonw.crl 

fron1 \rnetica bccan::;c \VC had a 
traitorou~ p'"'op]c who nroYentecl us 
borrowin ~ mone:v frorn England . 

UovERX7llEXT Mnrm:ns: Hear. he r 

rnoney 
lot of 

from 

~Ir. I-IAHTLEY: That is rhc reason we 
honowed moncv from Anwrica. It is well 
recognised no,_-· tha' those people did the 
\Yor~-r turn for Amtralia than any Australian 
people• could cYer haYe done. 

GovErc .. ~JEl\T ::.\1E:1IBERS. Hear. hc:1r! 

Mr. HAilTLEY: The hon. member for 
Aubigm- was somewhat concerned that there 
"ou!d be a loss because the big renewals of 
rolling-stock and plant would have to. be 
paid for. and because expensive exten,.!Ons 
of the tr.m1wnv svstem had to be entered 
upon. That i," onlv a condemnation of the 
present mana:::cment. because the stock 
should have bcon kept up to efficiency point, 
and the numerical standard. so far a~ the 
carrvin()' ca.parih· of the cars is concerned, 
shOlild ~lso have'been kept up. If we admit 
now that we should not tako over the trams 
because we n,ight have a loss for the first 
two or three vears, then that is another. con
demnation of the whole system of pnvate 
ownership. It appears now that the C!'>ll1-
pany has been doing as little as it posSibly 
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•could ,,hilc it exploited the P'"'ple it carried 
-as pas::-cngcr~. ~o one can po:3e. a~ a cham
pion of the pcovle of·Rrisbane \Yho holds the 
views pllt. fonh b;· hon. members Op)JOSltc'. 

Any apprchcli'ion there may be of a loss " 
absolul<'ly groundless. \Yith regard to the 
pos3ibilit · of the tremendous call that may 
be rnude¥ uywn the trust that \\·ill handl~ 
this tntm\Yav systcrn because of ne\.Y exten
sions outlined by the hon. member for 
Port Curti'=', l do not think we nee,d have nuy 
apprehension on that score. -:\o extension 
will be entered upon by the trust unless such 
extension is w"rranted. There need be no 
apvrclwnsion in regard to any possible loss 
on that ground. Suppo3ing there was an 
immediate loss caused by the renewals of 
rolling-stock aLd increa· ing the power plant. 
would that be " reason why we should not 
ntake those i nJ proYP,11Cnts, and \V hy wo should 
not take ov<>r the trams? It should not be. 
If we rrdm it that >vould be a rcawn. then 
the altN·native is to give 1Ir. Badger an 
-extension of the franchi~c:. VYe 1nav be sure 
that, if we did that, he ',;ould imr"' liately 
bring his rolling·stoc·k up to its h1ghe'·t 
rarrying capacity. He \vou1cl provide new 
-ca1 ', and. if necessary, he v·rould pro
vide a HC'\V power-house to give greater 
power to the exr.cndcd lines which would lw 
run ont for mik•. into the suburbs. \Vho 
·would ll":: for all that? I make bold to say 
that there would be an immediate increase 
in the fares to r,·imburse the company for 
its c•xpnnditurP of that money. If it is a 
reasonable~ i hir,g for the con111any to spend 
mane.: in the renewal of rolling-stock and 
jncreaslng the pla.nt) i:3 it not reasonable for 
the local authorities to do it. more especiallv 
as they will own it and they will get the 
rcYcnuc that accrues from it? Let us take 
a gJin,p3e of what it would mean to th<' 
people of Brisbane if the profit" received 
from the Brisbane tr"ms for the P"St fifteen 
years had been made avaibble to tlw_ people 
in the metropolitan area. The profits have 
b(·en in the Yicinity of £80,000 per j:~ar. 
\~Ye c n jn~t imagine 1Yhat that 'Would nH~an 
to the ratr payers of Brisbane if that amount 
had been available to them for the cxtcncion 
of n1unicipal ent(\rpri.-;es in the city. In~~cacl 
·oi.: (')nling to the Governn1ent to l1orro,,. 
hundreds of thousands of pounds for a YYater 
and sewerage system, they conld ha Ye had a 
1vatPr and f'('Wf'ragc s~vstern tc'n years ago. 
and they could haYe paid for it ont of the 
tramway ptofits all the time. 

A. fuYtht'r point is in <'onnection \vith the 
taking of the pclL I am glad to notice that 
the kadn of the .'\:ationalist part_,. is opposed 
to a referendum on this question. I am ccl"
tainly surpris0cl to hear the deputy leader 
of the Country part0 say that he require's a 
refc1 ·-'ndnm, because. if anvbodv bitterlv and 
ficrcch opposed thP principle of the initiative 
a.nd ,:efcrcndnm. it was the hon. member 
for Auhignc· and those associated with him 
on the fl ont bench of the Country party. 

:VIr. KIRW.\l\: He was bitter!;: opposed to 
the extf'nsion of the franchise in local 
anthoritv matters. and now he wants a refer
endum ~n that basis. 

Mr. HARTLEY: As the hon. member for 
'Brisbane says, he was bitterly opposed to 
adu1t franchise jn local goyernm0nt, but nov\', 
when it suits his purpose, he oavs. " Trust 
the pPople. Take a vote to sec whether they 
shall own rhcse tramways or not." First of 
all. I oppose the referendum because it 
has bee<1me a well-recognised principle that 

nublie utlll1lcs f_hnuld bp in tbe hanclR of the 
· and ,;l;ould be administered bv them, 

profit resultin't fror;1 thenl 
the tr, :_t:-;urll:; of the local 

c .llL_LJ'Ht•d. If 1t be a good thing 
h Lcke a 'efercndum to decide whether or 
nt t 7,Te shnnld take oYrr the tr "LlWU}'51 ln· 

l1: YP tal~f'll a refcrPnchu.d as to whctbPr 
JH,uk1 eJ:1bllsh a 'Yatcr and Se\verage 

Bri~bant~. and "nPnd huBdr(ds of 
of IJO[!nd . .;, on its ~UtH.ler· uking. 

?llr. }fooRE: That is a health matter. 

:\lr. lL\RTLEY: It does not matte1· 
whcthc•r it i.~ a h£'a1th Inattcr or not. \Vhy 
•hould 110t the mpply uf water b, m"de a 
snbjt:>ct of exploitation and }H'ofit for a 
J!l'iYatc- < 'Jlnp:tny just as much as tbe earriago 
of the pPople to and from their homes? \V c 
haY" litShting :S.\·st'""'rns in other towns con
tr'llk-J bv l," ,,) authoriiiPs. \Yhv not hn.ve 
taken p-1~1'3 jn tho3e cas"_.,·: ~ 

:\Ir. :\loom:· Then' 'n0 Jlrovi,ions to that 
r{fl_'J ~ in tlH· 1 't'<d _-\utho iti"_ ., _-\et. \Vha.t 
_,J't' .lt~y t!1e~0 for·· 

~Ir. 1-L\RTLEY: Then~ 1" proYi~ion that, 
h~~n rnnr:r v 1." p1·opo;;:;f'cl to br~ botTO\VPd, 

1 )i]:-; .:.hall l;t. L:tl..:l'lL .~o lnunp~· i.:.. go1n'2," to 
b1· bniTP,n'd her•\ 

:\li·. :\lOO HE: \.' "'· 

:\fr. i!ARTLEY: It io P,"oing to be sub· 
It n1r1-y lH~ bon·o\v£'d; but it does ., ' FCflOCU. 

nut mattf'r 
~,,,, 

1t is or not. It has 
that th0 trams would 

o'.-er bv the pcopl0. or 
tl• ,t tl~P p )~;.;lbilit~· 0xiRted of their being
t,.d.:c:t ,, ;e~· lJ\' rh0 city counc·iL In every ... \et 
d,•'r" ;, · that the fmnrhisc shall 

•in rime a1 I that the ownership 
~h 0Ycntual1y bP muniripal, and that a. 
tribuna} \Votdd he anpointcd to assess the 
vnlw:- of the und"'·rt8.king. On those b"·o 
:. r<"mn.U" think an:v l't"''flHCSt for a. refC'rcndunl 
c·-1 n e hl' rcfust·d. 

}.[ r. :\IOOR.E: -You. want better ground~ than 
th t. 

:\h_ 1L\RTLEY · do not think '"'v 
::<ini fv the hon. rncmb0r. ThC 
:\"atio.na11st party wac: r<ttf:Pr 

~·-3 tn whc.,.hcr the train\va:v-t 
1Jf thC' lncrcasrd 0llieir ne~· 

!':.> . .:..l'rvict's. It is: trnc that in 
H-n110 citi(~". ~nch ;vs Edinbnrgll and sonH' 

pn rt~ nf Jnotor Yehicnlar trafiic i..; 
\mt that i'i onlv in its 

.\:ol odv knmYs ho.v far that 
cornpctiti{·n 'with rail vt>h1r1cs will 

go. Ther arc• g-rounds for t-hinking that in 
~-om, pnrticu1trl.~- faY011l'C'd plarC's. where tht• 
roncL:. art· ~nfii\'iPnth- goo{l anr1 the nnturnl 
fe 1 tun'' ,_,r tlw C'onntn: lend thel):1°• lv' < to it. 
n~ottir trafTi·c, \Vith H{e ne,,.: mQ.tor nw,chinc,.;: 
t~- ti· arc bP1n.O' deYelopcd now. \"rill comnet€'
v. ith trams a~1d train3; but I think tl10re 
pccd he no apprehension of that in the c~ty 
of Bri~h:-tnc. 1-Icre \Y0 h~Y0 a tram servire 
and ,1 srood train ::;;PrYice. yet anybody who 
kr..nw~ ~nnvthing· Rbout travrlling- to the' 
, u.bnr:)an ·a.rt·1S- knows that both f'ombined 
ar0 inadcquatP at f;""\rtain hours of the day 
under f'Pdain f'onditions to sucre:=.c;fu1l:..,. cope 
'"'it h the nassPiwer traffic, and, although the 
tram service ma'' be increased hy nutting on 
more and bigger. cars. there will. still be room 
for pri,·ately-owned motor YehJcles. 

I am glad to see that it is coming to be 
recognised that there are no groun?s ~n 
which to ba.se a claim for compensatiOn m 

Mr. HartleJJ.; 
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rr-c...pprt of goodwilL Evory~...r:Je \vill rccn;;~ 
nise that :\Ir. Badg0r and ius ar;cnts are- nor, 
t•'spol!' ible for the dientele \YIJO rontribure 
trJ his rc·\·cnuo. It 1 neCC''":~try for the peopl8 
theJnselYcs to UtiP the 1no:::.t conv,~nicnt and 
,cheapest means of tratL;port to end from their 
horn~'-- It \Yonid be just as sound and logir'Ll 
tv dajn1 that the Cou1n1is~ioncr for RailwaYs 
was entitled to be paid for goodwill on ar~ry 
line be might at some time natt with as tO 
argue that th~' company is entitled to such 
cmnpcnsahon 111 1ts case. 

Whi!,t I agree with a good deal tlwt the 
lcl1d<>r of tl1e )/aticnalist party said on the 
question of valuation, I think he got on very 
lllrsound ground when he advocated that the 
pri-_e to be paid should be the enhanced 
price of material and cost of construction! 
of to-day as opposed to what \Yas the cosb 
t wcnty years ago. 

Mr\ S!zEn: Ho only adYocated that it 
~hould be paid for as a gmng concern-as 
against cost pricP. 

:11r. HAHTLEY: I Jn noc tl1ink thp ran. 
n.ll:rnb .'r v. a in th,' Yieinit: . l>r('au:-,e I par
tJeularl.v JJo!·,i:-cd ·what the Lon. InPrnb('l' for 
\Ylndsor sa.id, and I pnt an intcriQetion -ro 
hi1n on t~lC point. _Jle \Yan~s the un"de.rtnkiJ;g 
to bo paL~ for at It, runrnng value, thar if', 

value of the tracks, c1rs) pOl\'Cr , tation"". 
an appnrte~la.nces. as they ~tan cl. ruaking 

for d0prpcwtion caused hy fair 
'vvr;u and t0ar. lie said the-v Bhonld Lot b'-=
puid fur on the ha--is of th~' co~it at which 
th<.• \Ycrc orlginalJ~~ bought or constructed. 
Th •t is. if the C'lmpany paid £10 per ton for 
rarls some y0ars ago-,Yhich \Vould prnh1bh 
h" a fairly high price at that time-and mifs 
are £20 to-day, then the company ohonld got 
£20 rer ton when the undertaking is pur
chased. If he bought cars at the rate of 

£600 nr £700 pel· c~tr. nnd to-d~.._ '> 

[8 p.m.] they cost about £1.200 p-r ea,:, 
he wants them paid for at the 

f'nhanccd value caused bv the various 
ir:crcases in wages and in the Cost of n1atcrial. 
That is an unsound nwthocl of Yaiuation. It 
'hould be the cost of the plant, less depr cia
hon for the nurnbcr of 'Vears it has be0n in 
operation, lcF:·~ again ,(]epreciation for its 
degree of obsoleteness. It mm<t be borne in 
mind that any big undertaking like this. to 
be effechYe and to be run cconomicallv, 
must ha'"'' the best moti.-e power that can be 
'I!pplit d. I am given to understand on fairlv 
good authority that a good deal of the electric 
power station is out of date, and a lot of big, 
costly replacements will ha>e to be made. 
The hon. member for Souti1 Brisbane informs 
~;o t,hat it will be practically duplicated. 
1 oss1nly a llf''\V", b1g, up-to-dat<:> pO\VCl' ~tatiou 
,.-ill haYe to be built. That mnst be a factor 
in arrivlnJr at the value of the a·~scts. If 
the whole of that power station has to he 
f--f'ra pprd and ,,-o ha Ye to build a ne-v'i~ one, 
that nm,,t be wiped off as a deed loss. Th,,re 
could l1e no injust.iee and HO lo:-:~: to th:..
sharcholclcrs if that wero done, because the:; 
haYc already earned in dividends the mcmc'Y 
that wa·" paid for the plant. \\'hat anplie.s 
lll that applies al'o in oiher directions: An 
amount must be allowed as an offset for the 
nc•gloct of the present syst m, ,-hich will 
have to be made good by whoever tak-es it 
on m future; whore tracks have been allowed. 
through want of attention, to get into sue!! 
a bad state as to render nocessarv a big 
outlay in renewal, that must be allowed as 
an offset against value of the assets. I trust 
that the Bill will very soon be an accom
plished fact, and that the people of Brisbane 

[Mr. Hartley. 

will reap the benefit which generally follows 
1 h0 introduction of n1unicipal Pnterprise i.ru 
conn(•ctjon \vith this and many other services. 

:\fr. ELPIII.:\STO?\E (Oxiey): The speech 
which " have just listened to indicate' that 
the hon. lne1nber for Fitzrov \Vas somevvhat 
out of his depth in critiC'isillg a rneasure of 
this dr,cription. He made one statement in 
his ?lWUing ri'rnark \vhich scen1s to { :tll for· 
Jl<:l:" 1n_;_v ('Onnncnt. 1-J e took great {'xception 
ro tlw fact that the Opposition had ceased to 
!!-..(' a rnili1ant tone in ft'gard to this tram\vay 
qtwstic;n. l:{e said that 1ve have alh•red our 
nttitude en6rcly regarding our outlook on_ 
th _, t1 Funwa~- quc.stio11 genera.Jly. l~e omitted 

"'·]]attention to cho fact that thrs moa:ure 
nut ''" its objec' tho depriving of th& 

Trnnn,·a:-~ Cotnpany (•£ any of its la\vful 
l'i'rhb: it ~~ir11ply is a question of what is to· 
bec~"llC of tLe trannvay property noV\ ... that 
tlw )·ear., of cba:tcr have expired. If theN< 
1;· re ,nymH' \YiLhin the prcc~ncts of thH! 
Jlc '·"'" listening to him speakmg who had 
,.;:.oL.l' idea of con1ing to this country with a 
Yll _,- to o:;;tabli;,;;hjng sorr1c n ·\V enterprise Ol'"" 

Y<•nnJre, I am afraid that that man would 
go away nnd be of the opinio? that there 
arf' .son1o \Yho, b0ing rc.;;:.ponsiblc for the 
1\·t·if' r0 of QnPC>nsland, still an: un~'~a.ro 
t.lf th· fa.'t that "'·e nnist have cap1tal, InltHt
tiY<'. • nd :Jl'ains to ,develop the country ; that 
'''e n1u::.:.t g·ive theru a fair deal, and see that 
thrir rigllts ar:- protected. One of the n1ost 
notorious pages in the history of the. Labour 
party. ill Hl,V opinion, has been that ID rcfer
••nce to the Brisbane Tramways Company. 
From the birth of this Government they 
haYP }l0 ~l ob.-cssed with an insatiable <lcsire 
to JH'rS0('Utc this comnany in some forrn or 
other. Oue of the fin.t n10asures that I had' 
the torisfortuno to witness being put through 
1 his { 'hanlbf•r was that having as ita object 
the depriYing of tlw Tramways Company of 
it~ rip;ht und r its charter) by an endeavour 
10 reduce fares or increase tho length of 
>ecti'''"· and to belittle or undermine the· 
valne of the assets which it posses"'d. The 
nr-xt no ·asurc, so far as I remen1bcr, \Va& 

one- to permit the Gov-ernment to purchase 
t!w trcmways before the charter of the 
company had expired. 

The PRE}!IER: There was no proposal to 
purchase the und-ertaking before the franchise 
had expired. 

:'llr. ELPHI:\ISTO;:\E: At any rate, it had 
tlw dicr't of undermining the value of the 
rramw,v aosets to such an extent that the 
Tram\\ ,iys Compan;, was prepared at tJ:rat 
moment I•) sell the "hole of the undertakmg 
to the Go-. ernmcnt rather than be perseeutod 
nn~· longer. That was a statement that I 
m:,do in thi, House in 1918 when that ftrst 
Bill "·as befor0 us, and that was a position 
•:£ wl1ich the Go,·crnment were qurte able 
to take aclYantage at that particular time. 

The PRniiEil: vYho authorised you to makB' 
that statement? 

2\!r. ELPHII\STONE: Mr. Ba-dg0r himst'lf 
amhorisccl rno to make that statement. As 
I ;;;aid tfwn. in tny opinion ever:v. rnan ~aking~ 
nart in that d.:bate and dealmg w1th m 
important a question as the acquisition of 
the tramways-particularly whPn rt was pro
posed to interfer<' with its rights under that 
charter-am· man who hMl on his shoulders 
thc> "''Ponsibiiitv of passing legislation in 
this Home sh:Ould make himself fully· 
acquaintc>d with the circumstances surround" 
ing the rights and privileges which the 
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co1upauy enjoyed. To-day, of course, as the 
P1 mil'r has pointed out, \Ye aro going to 
concede to the company all the 1;ights and 
Jn·ivik,.•o br,towcd upon it under the original 
ch<trtl•r. \\'c haL' abandoned all this pPrse
cution which \YO have been endeavouring tc 
jnitiatc dul'ing the pas£ four years, and novv 
h,'lvc come to the 1 ,Jnclusion that the charter 
i::- a i:t anll proper one, and that it is the 
duty of the Gov-·rntnent to pro::2ct the right.:o 
d that comp"ny or of any other company 
\\'orklng tlncler a si111ilar chart-:r. It is ple-a~
iLt!' iu<lL'f'd to see fhat we have at las: eo1ne 
to avknnwledgr- that tho:::e arc rights a:;~· 
Goycnnnellt lltust re.Jpcct. 

AnothC>r point which the hon. member for 
Fitn·o:' touched upon was in CJnncction \Yith 

di;:.ablliticJ under which the Governn1ent 
'" lwen labouring in the raising of money 

in t~.'-' l~11itc·d l\::ingdorn during the past four 
··eu r<. Instead of attributing thoc,c disabili
ties. c.e he qnite rightly might have done, 
ilO the perscccrtion which the Trarm;ay Cum

l~:ls boeu u:-lder, the boJl. n1crnLcr fGr 
trotted uUt the old parrot-cry that 

''ere Jue to actions of hon. n1en1bers on 
sicie of the llom.c. It is a pity that this 

of political attitude which he think< 
·dl:::co\ creel in us hP C<Lllnot rrNtte in 

1 ,., ant to tell the hon. rnemb~r that, 
the GoH rnmcnt not sect out to persecute 
company and attempt to steal its rights 
pri,-ilegT< from it, the country would 

not. lHHY Le labouring under son1e of its 
di- -lbiliti~JS. 

:\Ir. H\RTLEY: You a·dmit that I as right.? 
.'\lr. ELPHli\STO?\E: Having bren de

feated iu all those various attempts, the 
Prr:ruicr aclmits, b) hiJ action in connection 
with this Bill and the speech which he ha.s 
nnde. that the Tr><mways Company's rights 
ha Ye to bo re pected. During the grhrter 
part of this debate it scorns to me that '"e 
haye been on wrong lines. Thoro is no need 
to dlscu~s in this House -,.-vhat con1pen:;atio11, 
what allowance for goodwill, or anv other 
consideration the company shall recei,:e; thnr 
is a matter for the Supreme Court, in the 
first place, to decide. That court, I take >., 
will out]i,~e the ba,is upon which a settlement 
is to be arrived at, and then indepencknt 
arbitrators will discuse and discover the lw't 
way of dealing with the situation. All this 
Bill pi:o,-iclc, for is putting up machin(•ry 
for takmg oyer the tramway system from th<c 
>CDIYipany, the terrn of its f'harter ha Ying 
expired two years ago, and vcsting it in .;:OllH' 

othcT authorjty fDr its succe•, ,ful rurming. In 
my opinion, half the speeche.s I hav0 l:i-rencd 
to in this House have bce'l large1:v baePcl on 
mis0onception of what this Bill is meant ro 
cotwey. As the Tramways Company is to 

receiye all the privilegu which its charter 
givH it to-day, I do not intend to dwell on 
that phnsc. 

J\Ir. HARTLEY: The hon. gentleman's 
apology has been suflicicntly long. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If I started to 
<lpologise for the hon. mc'mbor. I would he"'' 
to a•·k for an extension of timf'. I approach 
the tram\Yay question in this way : It is a 
business undertaking, and it is an under
taking run ostensibly and primarily for the 
bendit of the people. It has got to be run 
as a bu,,iness undertaking, and there are 
three ways of dealing with this question 
vvhich the prespnt circurnstunce4 denHlnd 
oonsideration of. Tho first one is that of 
leaving the tramway undertaking in the 
hands of the Tramways Company on tho 

hand-tc •. mouth conditions of to-dav. That 
has bc•cn going on for the last two" years. 
do not think OllC need dwell very long 
that phasr_\ of the n1attc1·, because it is quitb 
,m,atisfactory. You canqot expect the Tram
'"·ay3 Con1pany to give proper businesslike 
attention to its property, because it never 
knows the day when it will be called upon 
;:o aentc it. Y,.ou cannot expect it io look 

frer the natural extensions which a big, 
cing city like Brisbane demands, because 

nf'Yl'r kno\YS the day it is going· to be 
of the right to nm the trams. 

,,_, i-- no real business argun1ent that can 
be· adYa.nced for pcnnitting tho TramviTays 
Co!Jll_..<tn to go on under the present uncer
ra11l ~t;l!c- cf aafijr:;::. It is no good for the 

,JIY!pany, neither is it good for 
g~ncrally, 30 that it can be 

TiH.' 1: :~t out:stion is whether it i~ right or 
. uud~r t11c circun1~;.auccs which exist 

to g1·ant an c·xtcusion of timo to tho 
compun;· r:~ _lpr it·. chartu'. I "·ould remind 

.Hou~P that it is not a question of renew
·,·he c-lwrtr1.· or not .. but it is simply a 

of an extension o£ tin1c, as l think 
,,-ill a,cltnit. I have said on all 

when I ha,·e had an opportunity 
uf rc_'erring to this trarn question that I an1 

belreycr in the community O\Ylling a 
u6litv ··uch us the trannvavti are. I 

iu ·1918, and I 'ay it again to"day, 
,.c·re arc circurnstance:;:;, hov.-eYer. \Vhich 

11 n:ralh- control mattc•rs. and I am going to 
Ld·;~IH L n few arguments vrhich. ln .ny 

uion, ~--trt' worthy of rhe attcntio11 o£ this 
.1eiorc d0ricling U}JOn c_llharkit~.:~ upon 

11 unt"nnjsc of thi·-·: H1ttgn~tude U' .~lC'r tlr~c 
(' jning· tirenmo;;tfl~1c(c:. L· +-he ii1-:;t p]r!ce: in 
:. Jy onil1ion, thn Tn.:m,,·a·, .-5 { 'onl~>any \Yrtnts to 
~(·H it~ Hlll.lertn king-. I t.hink that is obvious. 

con1c to that conclusion on the face 
submitt 'd by ~1Ir. B:.dger to 

"hen the qtW tion of renewal or 
of tin10 was discussed. That, to 

n1v m:nrl. 1 an indication, not of ·what the 
T~ ·n'!.\\-nys Cnmpany i.:: prepare-d to accept., 

an indication that it is anxious to get 
of it--. undertah::ing. and the n1crc fact 

that it is now going to ~~njn~- all the pri.vjlege~ 
1! 1s r•ntit.lPd to under it"' charter Is an 
inclucfrnent to it to get rid of the undertaking 
no\V, in view of the opposition whirh. has 
he(•n C'xtcndeJ towards it. for :-o long a time, 
and abo in ,-iew of the natural -trend of 
L·YC'r>ts which direct~ attention to1vards the 
public c~mtrolling n utility of this doscri~tion. 
f 1o 111Jr ( cLJ,_>C'C~'"'- hoF~-, L~". for 011C' nnnute 
:hat 1 he H'rldS \Yhlch the Pr0mier has given 
;:-. rf' thr. last \Yore\ thf' Tr~nnwa:vs Con1pany 

tu cc 11-::ldt:l" in connection with the 
of an c-xtcn'3ion of time. If I, or 

<'11l':.'(n1c cl~l·. l1aYc anything to sell, Dn>C-l some 
hu~·cr rornes along. w'e all kno1v it i:3 a matter 
of,, bu~ incss to -put forward tcrn1S. upon 
whi<?h we arP prppared to make some con
r ~'3Sl011S. 

The PnnnER : The hon. member will 
re1nC•mber that l\Ir. Badg-er's figure was 
arh·a~JC('d as the rnini1num figure. 

:llr. ELI'III?\STO;\fE: He might say so. 
I haYe often said in 1nv D\vn businf"",s that 
~u-.::·h a lig-urc w.a the 1~inimum that I \Vas 

prepared ·tn accept, hnt I had my tongue in 
mv ehef'k ·when I said so. This i"' a business 
r_')~ttcr. I {'OI:,,jrlf'r tbRt the Pren1ier and 
thoec· ,urrounding him are Hot the proper 
people to approach the Tramways Company 
to '"'rriYc at a businessl:kc understanJ.ing. I 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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cl') nn: su _;gest tha:- the 
P~·o1nicr i.:;, not c_,f Joing that: but 
because of the hoJtilitv toward, th.· 
Trarnwuy_. Company evu· sinCe the Govcrn
Inent a~sumcd rhc rein of office, and the 
c·ornpa11y looks upon the GoYcrnm211t as it..:
in\ .~tcrate and natural ··rH~my. 

The PnKJHER: 1\1:::-. I)c1f1an1 could Jnakr· nD 
Letter arrangement ii' 1913. 

:'IIr. ELPHI::\STOl\E: 19~3 is not 1922. 
This i.;; nine Yl'<lr':i later. Jn IllY opiuion. a 
Jnuch better ~dl'al e1uld be n1ade with the 
TranlWilYS Corn <trlv, if un extJ;:m~io.n of 
ti~dc wa~~ con6il1~·rutl ina,dvisablc. than vras 
convevcd by the Pr . ..:Jnier, a contained in the 
rrnun~ks hC n1ade in his pecch. The \vhole 
qu.cHion is one aa to whether. under the 
cxistirH:,· circu!U::JtaL''P~. tll8 qur -,tion of an 
cxten~i'on of ti tdl' ~hould cn1 lf' into con~idcra-

One I a eh ancc in favour 
ex 1• 'It:1on thi.':i no: a tirne 

to f:lp<:nd lrrr;;e "~lLl . f( r the sin1ple 
rcu:- Hl tlwt me Jcar··r to-dav 
than jt j:::; goin.(r a fc,v yt:ars hcncP. 
The ruli11.IT rate·'=' to-da-,- rnav be ·s~ per -cent. 
to 7 p~_'r'"" cent. btL 'wp l:an "see that the 
natural trend of nt 1s tovnlrd~ a decline 
in tht~ ra1 e <:'£ If I rnight 
di\ rg-e fc1· cne and amnlifY 
th. T ~ ht''H''. .:,ay that the ,:a1n8 
of Ulplial rnu:-3t if \Yage:' 
a 10 ex1 )('(tell tn be too. Tlwre arc 
two cl~mr:nts in all these uudertukings~ 

C1g('S and capital~and if \Yap;e6 are going 
to corne do\vn it n1ust follo,v that the yalnc 
of capital rnu~t ~lso co~rH~ do~·n1. Tlv:rcfore. 
I rhillk it fo1low~ as a natural -corollary) if 
the uf living, r<nd -~~~,·age", and so forth. 
arc g .~!lg to come· do,vn, the price of 1noney 
is ,. i,: 'g to coLH' do1··n too. To contun
pl : ._. au CX!l•'hlit·l!'e of £2,000,000 at this 
particular n1onh•nt, \vhen the rate of interest 
n1uH of ll('Cc"..::.:ty soon con1e do\vnJ is a point 
worthv of c.-rBiderution before we decide 
whether ,.-e should purcha.sc the trams now or 
d,•fer it uuril a ~later period. There is 
another poi11t tu bP con~idercd. ~\ccording 
to the figurt_·S rrcscnted to this Ilouse, 
compiler! by the audit~rs directed to do tho 
\York. I under~ran~ that the amount ot 
capital that j.·h~· Trannr,tyS Cnn1pan)· }s pay
in)! intcre't on i · £1.425.000, of ---·hidl 
£450.000 is in the form of debentures, and 
£975.000 in th<' form of dwrr:· It is pretty 
obvious from tl11:- flp:nre-:; \\"ith \vbicL the 
Premier furnished '-" -that the purcha.,c price 
of the-e tra mo "·ill l·e '1mewhere in the 
rwighhourhDod nf £2.000,000. rrhc Prcm.ier 
ha.;; ~et dO\\Tt tlH• YP.lur~ of the tran1..; at. 
approxilYJHtP]y, !Jut 1 aho 
infcrr0d in the drop thot the 
.an1nunt of the \vhich lVlr. 
Badg~·r <t~ked undertaking was 
over £2.COO.OOO: 
that sonHnYhf'l'(' 
£2.\;u.J,OOO will be 
l ~ Jlfl:":l. 

The PRE).IIER : It i.;.; a \Vl ong assurnption. 

1'v1r. ELPHe\STO::\E: I do not think so. 
In sup,,ort of mv ara;mnent. I would like to 
read ::.n extract frnn1- the cbairrnan'::; l'emark::;;. 
to the shareholder., in London at· tlw laf't 
annual nlCetieg of the Brisbane Trunnvays 
Company. He ~a~~-

" As it is, the rcsu:t.< we have achieve-d 
under the advice of the highe't legal 
authorities " 

Th,, Government also claim to have obtained 
the opinion of the highest legal authorities. 

[ 1111·. Elphinstone. 

Th0 PHEMIER: \Ye outaine>d th, opinion of 
the highe .t lC'gal authoritir>:-3 on con1pcnsu
tion ca~-:s. 

}1r. 
thct. 

FLPIII::\STO::\E: I do not questwn 
Thu Trarr( . .J,YS C01upany al-so ~._,:a1rl1 

thP opinjon of the highe"'t le~;a,l 
Th.J chairman contjnuc J~~ 
and at the hands oi' t.he nu;·t 

expe:·i, need engince1~ in Australia, work
ir. -~· 111 conn0ction \\ ith the Goycrnm.ent 
l'<IH'C~rntativcs, will, \VC hope l:te of gre·lt 
valLlc to us wh0n the tirne come::; for 
zlctl'rTninjpg the rricc WO shall be 
entitled to re< cive. The vaiu·-tion which 
"·as completed 0 trly in December of last 
y0al' shoY\'ed the then replacmnent value 
of the ron1pany's property, taking no 
act )Unt of its con1rnereial value 

jJ1'0st~mo that to Le goodwill-
" to be £1,738.257." 

The PRniiER: 'l'hat was the replacement 
value during the period of extremely higk 
prj,-.es. As a n1attPr of fact. that \V.!S much 
in cxc<>ss of the valuation of our own officer.:J. 

JYJr. :D~LPHII\STO::-\E: I am prepared to 
accept the Premier's statement in thett 
regard. ),Jl I c:m say is that these are th•~' 
argurncnts adYancf'd by the chairman of 
directors at a meoti1,g held in London only 
a few \VCPks ago, and I an1 advancing this 
tn show what the company's value is. The 
Prernier rould not giYe the information, as 
h" considered jt confidential, and, there
fore. 1rc ( 'lll only by deduction arrive at 
what we consider to be the company's value 
of the property. It is a perfectly sound 
ass,1mption that the purchase price will b6l 
somcwbl're in the neighbourhood of 
£2,000.000. Whereas the Tramways Com-
pany ouly has to earn sufficient on its under
taking to pay interest on £1,425,000, the 
t-rn~t, v hen it acquires these trams. wili 
ha Ye to rnakc sufficient to pay interest on) 
approximately, £2,000,000. 

The PnnnER: The hon. member 1s rrll 
wrong. 

l\1r. ELI'HIXSTOXR: _You may argue 
so. but, in n1y opinion, it 1s a very rea:'lO:.l
ablc deduction. ·we ;hall ha,-c £2,000,00•} 
h·ing out in this undertaking, whereas \hH 
'J'n,nn,-a.,vs Company <mly has £1.425.000, so 
that "_,, shall have, by the itnposition of rate.; 
and fan's. to get the nPccssary revenue frmn 
ihe tran1\va; u,sE'l'~ or ratepa~vcrs to 11ay 
intcrrf't on that additiOl1al ~urn of rnoncy. 

'l'hc PRO!T£R: Does lhc hon. member think 
that the < .mrt in fixing con1pensation YVlll 

allow more. tl,an the rcplaccnwnt value: 

C\Ir. ELPHIXSTO::\E: That £1.738,000 is 
"'imply the rcplnrClllPnt Yalnt? .. I.t is a ques~ 
tion wh< 'hP r-and. in my op1mon. all the 
· eight of tlw evide-nce l'('c,te; >1 ith the Tram~ 
\'/Ftys Cornpuny~thP C'Oinpan:7 will requi;:e 
f'Onlf' enmn('ll~R.tion in th~ form of o-onrlwdl 
under ihr' trt'nb of the charter. uThis is 
a qm"tion of what methods we are going 
t::> adoPt to a-cquire this tram\vay, and I anr 
only rcfciTing to that phase of the matter 
in crd< r to point out that wo' have to find 
inter0st on a far great<?r sun1. of money 
,,-hen we acquire those trams than the Tram
ways Company itself has to. find at the 
prc·0nt time. I coneider that m t-hese days 
efficiency of mB,nagement is everything. Vi"e 
are living in abnormal times, when the 
whole world is disturbed, and one of the 
outstanding features in Queensland's indus· 
trial history in recent years has been the 



hBt niJtc-., and contentment whic:h the tran:
wr(y~ hnvc npparcntly been living under 

the year 1912. \Ye do not v. ant t•J 

I bav 
when we ''"ant 

fOl' 

to bo 
well 

and the maxin1um result."" 
1s 11c,t an argnrncnt to be adYanccd in 
faYonr of the consideration of an extension 
of the t<'rm of the eh a rter, if 'vo kno\\~ th<c 
cfficienc:v of the n1a.nagcn:1cnt and the con
tentment of the sraff '"ill be a3sured? 
Anotlwr very important point i; this : So 
fn r as 1 he figures a vaila blc show, the State 
has bct'1 drawing during the last year or 
two from tu:ation from the Tramwavs Com~ 
p.1ny, np!lroxiinatcly, £20.000 8. year.~ Under 
1his proposPd arrangement tho trust will not 
pay iltcome tax, therefore, the State will 
loSt• the income t~x paid b) that under~ 
taking- nntlcr tlH"\ termD- of tlie charter vd1Pn 
it pacses to the trust. 

T.!w PRE~IIER: The hon. member is wrong, 
hc.cause the debentures issued to the present 
shareholders ,,-iJl bear income tax. 

l\lr. ELPHIXSTO::'-JE: Is it not a fact 
that the intcrcot which the Tramwa;vs Corn~ 
pany pa:-~s to ito shareholders is also' subjec~ 
to income tax as 'veil as their profits? Of 
L:tur::::e it i~. 

T~- p PRL\lJER : 
:iJ~eon1c; tax. 

:"Jo: tlwv on]:,· pay one 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOI\E: They pay income 
tax ,,n the profit that is made. 

The PnDriER : 'I'he company only pays 
income tax on its profits. 

Mr. ELPI~J:r:\STO::\fE: You are assuming 
there i' going- to be a profit on the under~ 
taking hen it passes to the trust. 

The Pnr,:mER : Debentures arc issued to 
the prC'',e'1t owners. I presume they will h•' 
gett.lng inb~rest on those debentures. and 
tht•y will pay income tax. There will be 
110 lo',._;:;. of rt="v0nuo to the State as a co:nse
qu<'nce of the formation of the trust. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTO::--JE: That is a mattAr' 
that I wonld like to delve into a littlo 
deeper. Apart from that question. there is 
the 1mount of tax which the local authori~ 
tiPs rer~;ivc from tho Tramways Company at 
the prc't•nt moment. Last year the Tram~ 
Wil YS Cornpanv paid £8.000 to the local 
amhorities. That will be lost to the loca I 
authorities. 

The PR,~}IIYR: They will simply save it 
t.hC'm~0h '· That is all. It will not mea,:1 
any disadvantage. 

:!\'fr. ELPHI::\STOXE: It must mean a 
disarlva.utago. Thy received £8,000 fnrn 
the Tramways Company last year, and, whon 
the undertaking is passed over to t.he trust, 
the local authorities will not receive that 
arnount. 

The PRE2.'HER : It will belong to the local 
authorities. 

l\1r. ELPHIXSTONE: You are assumin,; 
that the tramways are going to be success· 
fulh conducted under thE> trust. I am 
ndv[tncing argum<mts why we should con~ 
•id er the advisability of granting an ex ten~ 
sion of time to the existing Tramwa,Vd 
Conpany, and I hav<' advanced two argn~ 
mcnts so far as taxation is concerned-thnt 
at the present moment we receive, approxi~ 
mately, £20,000 a year in income tax, and 

the Ior:d .-:nt.1wri1ies rc:ccivc £8,000 a. y-2ar 
fr01n the Trdtnways Con1pany. 

~\Ir. 1' FRRlC'KS And \VC' sha.ll ~ave tho 
£:rO.OOO a -.,,·hirh i;; being paid to 
the Govcrnu1_':1t tL~.::ation. 

:\I,r. ELPHI:'\:STOXE :_ L'ndcr the existi=<g 
cc. .ltltlou,.:. u·udL'r '"-hl-C h the Trannva.,...s 

· it has to r.1aintain·- a. 
th' ma,h, av-that ic it has to 

the part of 'the- ~'oad,,/av botwe0n 
and for 18 inches on either sidC'. 

L~llcl('r the trust that advantage \Vhich to 
the local authoriti("'' is consi~ldrable, Jiq. 
appeus, and the maintenance of that p'trt 
of the roadway will fall upon the locJ-! 
a uthoritics, and will be a further burden 
on them. That is another point that has 
to be considered \\)JCn we propose to take 
away this undertaking from the Tramways 
Company. 

The PnnnEn : If the trust does not spend 
~hat :n1on~y on ma.inL~i:ning the road, its 
mcome wrll be all the greater. 

:VIr. ELPHI:\ST00iE: At the present 
moment it is an obligation on the Tramways 
Cmnpany to n1ainrai~1 that road, and ,vhen 
this undertaking passe' to tlw local ;uthori~ 
ties. then the local authorities therriselves 
will have to maintain that road, and it will 
be a further burden on the local authorities. 

A further point to be com,idered is that there 
is alreadr a limitation in the charter as to the 
length of seccions and the amount" of fares 
•·,,hich the Tramways Company shall charge, 
and at no time in the historv of the Tram~ 
·.yays Company have these limits been 
approached. •o the people of Brisbane and 
those who me the tramwavs will have all the 
protection that is neclSsary. I am not 
advancing. as the sole solution of the matter, 
that the t;·amwav s· ,,tcm should be left in 
the hands oi the 'cmr;pany. J am advancing 
th1s a:3 an argumr-nt 'vhy. in tirrL s of ~trP\.\S, 
·which '' c- nre living under at present, we 
~hould g·ire duo consideration to the question 
of whNhur it would not tH' wise to leaYe this 
undcrt<king in the hands of thP Tramways 
C'umpany un the best terms that can be 
made, and I ar!l not "dmitting that the 
tcr,ns v. hid1 have been submitted to the 
Pn-rnier are the lo\r('•".t vrhich the rrramy,. a vs 
Company -,~·ould n:<rC'C' tP. ~ 

A, I han; already said. "~e hall require 
about £2,000,000 to acquire the tramway 
~ysten1. \7\'"e shall ref'nlrc at ]caBt another 
half a million. "' 1 probably more. to give 
Yer·v scant attentioa to th0 extensions -vvhich 
arc. now urt" nth' m:oeded. 'fherefore. the 
propo"'d trust has [!ot to find imrr,ediately 
from £2.500.000 to £3,000,000 when money 
is dear. 

Tho l'RDIIEH: Thev are very arbitrary 
ligur('o, and the~· are' probably wrong. 

Mr. ELPHI:\"STO::\E: I do not think 
they arc wrong. Mr. Badg• r, in his remarks, 
"~hen he met two deputations that waited on 
him, clearlY showed that the extensions which 
h0 had in vie,·; c,·cn at that moment would 
0ntail an expenditure of wmething like 
£800,000. and I am qui;e sure I am right in 
saying that the trust will have to face an 
outlay of apliroximately £3,000.000 to acquire 

t111s tramway undertakmrr and 
[8.30 p.m.] give anything like the attention 

to extemions which are needed. 
\;rhat must follow is an increase in the fares. 
That is inevitable, and the people who use 
the trams must face the situation that, 
as soon as these trams are taken over, it 

Mr. Elphinstmio.j 
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1neans an increase in the fares. If the rrratn· 
ways Company linds it necessary tu increase 
fares or to ask for an increase of farec 
when the capital involYPd is only £1,425,000, 
how much more n8cessary is it going to be 
for the trust to ctsk for e.n increase of fares 
when the amount of monev involved 1s 
£3,000,000? That. in my.. opinion. Is 
unanswerable. 

The PRDHER : The· company has to pa:· 
di >idende. 

l\lr. ELPHI:'\STOXE: You ,,ill havp to 
pay inh!rest on the money-on £3,000,000. '" 
I am shmring you. Although there is not 
much satisfaction to the man who exclaims, 
" I told vou so,'' >et I am sure that, when 
the histofy of this" undertaking ccn1es to bP 
written, you will find there i, £3,000,000 
involved in acquiring the Brisbane tra1nway,, 
and r11aking the nee ;st:Jar,v extension~. ::\Jv 
opinion is that munic;pally own_d trannYa~·-· 
are never so cfficie1Itly ru:.1 r,s pro1Jl'i~ u.tril:,· 
O\Yned trannv_·,.vs. _As a 111attcr of inte-rest. 
I \;ould like" to road an ~xcn.ct from 
"Engineering and Contr.:a;tin;,'' ,,d1ich is an 
American publication. It just gives a com
parison between the Scattle Tramwav Com
pany under municipal control as compared 
with proprietary control. It shows that in 
1919 the Scattle people took over the trams 
from the company. and paid only the actual 
co:-,t of construction. 'I'here is no need to 
apologise, for bringing Anlerican pr(•t ndents 
into our dcbf!tc to-day, becan~e ;vc have a 
vital inl('f'_-~t in Aml'riean lo~1ns. Tlte St'attle 
people oyer the trams in 1919. a1 , 1 pa1,_1 
.£3."JOJ.OCJ thou-which v.as merely the 
cost of cnn:, rnctiou~ ~ 

"The.v lw"·an operating at old fares
four tickets fm L~ .-but soon raisecl them 
to 5d. a ride, or three tickets for ls. 
These fares are as high as an:-· in the 
lJnited States of America.'' 

T~.:.csc {arcs 110\V are as high as in any city 
in the Linited States- ,_ 

" In spite of prohibiting 'bus con1~ 
petition, payirg no rates or taxes. main~ 
tainin,.; no roads, charging higher fares, 
the/, for the years 1921. only sho-.c;ed 1~ 
per cc,;t. on capital outlay." 

That is in ~\n1crioa, where very much 
<.'ntcrprlsing n1e~·hods arc used ·than here. 
quote it a-:: an illustration t.o ,.::ho\"i-T the hon. 
gentleman that not onlv here. but in most 
parts of the world, when undertakings pass 
into the hands of municipal enterprise, thee' 
are never so sue._ , fully run r . under con1~ 
pany or priYatc c:1tcrpritc. The Prt•n1i1 
mentioned something about the London tnnns 
ancl motor 'buses. 'With some considerable 
knowledge in these· direction , I da lrn th;tt 
the n1otor 'buses have been a success eommer~ 
ciali: . and as a means of conveying people 
quickly from one place to another in narrow 
otreets. The London trams have neyer been 
a success, and I do not suppose thev ever 
will be. The m:traordinarv nart about it is 
that, whereas the London- motor 'buses are 
all proprietarily own eel, the London trams 
are municipally owned, and the one succeeds 
and the other alwavs fails. I think the 
Premier knows that' what I sav in that 
regard is correct. • 

I want now to deal, briefly, with another 
question which arises by the passing of 
the trams to !hP control of a trust or local 
authority. In my opinion it is inevitable 
that interference must take place in the 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

n1itnagcment. As an illustration of that 
point, during the last few days I have been 
a.s.king the GoYcrnrDent for son1e information 
iu rc'gard to an enterprise called the " Build
ing Trades Gui1d," rny object being, not to 
point the flnger of ,corn at any individual 
or bod~ of individuals who want to improve 
their conditions by co-operating and doing 
busine" on their own, but to show several 
obj,•ct les,ons, one of which I want to touch 
upon. One is that, although the manager of the 
Staie sawmills, and the Director of Forests, 
got rid of what appeared to be. a losing pro
po:,ition. the l\iin1ster stepped 111 and lorccd 
tlw Stale sawmills to supply timber to this 
en-operative undertaking) regardless of. the 
·;dvice of his oflicers, which has resulted Il1 a 
L'so of £1,189 to tl1e State, 'rhich, of course, 
the poor taxpayer has to fact" That, in my 
orinion. is inevitable "·here the concern 
come~ under Govcrnn1ent or n1unicipa.l con
n·ol. You will incvihbly haYe a certain 
atnount of interference in the conduct of the 
nu:iertaking. \Vhat happens at an election 
time, whoth" r it is a munici11al or State 
C0llCCT11 '? rrhc candidate is questioned about 
nndcrtakings, and, being only human, per: 
haps in a \\ :ak Inonlent he pronuscs that 1t 
p]c'ch?fl he ' ili do cPrtain things. \Ve a_ro 
all 'ubject to that-I am not drawing d1s· 
tinci ions bct\reo11 one side or the other-but 
\Yhat I ::- a-o;~ is that, ''vhon these n1en como 
bnrk and a~sumc the power ,,-hich the electo!s 
haYt~ gi,~en thern, and haYO chargo of a b1[5 
unt.:krtaking likP the Brisbane tran1way~, It 
i, almo'·t hu1nanlv in1po~sible to eliminate a 
c!·rtain ~lement of intPrference with the trust 
or of the tru't with the manager. You may 

nd ::-urrovnd that n1anager vvith all kinds 
barbed ''ire entanglements; neycrtheless 

~ll' 1nust be interfcr ,d v:ith in son1c fonn or 
~mother by the mere fact that th0 tramway is 
c .dtrollcd" bv a tru";t which i.' the outcome 
of the lor-til ~uthorities. 'l'herdore. I contend 
ihnt int:rfcrcnc:(:-~ viTith the rnanugen1cnt 1nust 
a nrl will inn·itabl v follow. A not her point is 
thi~: It j,. quite" case~ to -conrciYe that wo 
arp r .. oing to haYG political exte:Jsions in this 

'-' L Th~ Go ·,cernn1cnt retain an obvious 
under this nwasure; that is to say, 

extension., cannot bf' undertaken 
GoYernn1cmt consent, and the 

can aln1ost initiate ext0nsion'::l 
Bill. TberPfure, I contend that 

art' going to ent·"r j nto. th i, nta: t0r. 
c n quiL-, conf'ciYc' of C0 rhl 1n gen+lenlf'll 

\·,-hn look for hnour in n1r-'-ropoliLtn 
a. ~"rls mal;:;nr:· , or hcinp· :rkc){l 

:,. hen tl:-:~v an! 
of 1 he perplc whCn th0 

d thP h:tEds of the ]oc~tl 

Thc PRE:IIIER: Th•' trust will control that. 

:\Ir. ELPHE\STONE: Tho taxpayer of 
i alreadY labourino· under trcrntn-

~~:-; burden•;; t"he r.xtPnt" of IYhich is 
. n~ appreti~ted, thou::-rh th lia~Jilitir~. ('X. t 
at rhe prc -cnt moJn£nt. I refer 111 par:wula:r 
to the ~Ietropolit~ln \Yatcr and Scwaraf::8 
Bollrd. There is an increasing burden lll 

that connection ,,-hich is becoming a 
tremendous tax upon the thrift of the 
people. \Vo arc at present still going on 
with this expeneiye undertaking, and there 
i, nothing else but to go on and finish it. 
Th0ro is going to be some £4,000,000 or 
.£5,000,000 inv·csted in this undertaking before 
it is finished, the upkeep of which in intere.st 
and redemption must fall upon the taxpayer. 
\V e are proposing to add to the burdens of 
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•-these poor taxpayers the exp~·nditure of a 
.further sum of something like £3,000,000, thP 
liability of paying interest and redemption 

<c>n which falls upon tho taxpa.yers, under the 
obligations imposed by this measure. If the 
.acquisition of thee:~ tntn1vra:~s is rnado by the 
local authorities, then it would be preferable. 
ab the leader of the J'\ ationalist party said, 
t•1 let the control of the trams pass into the 
:hands of a Commission of three experts. It 
may bo said that that is not democratic. 

Mr. CoLLixS : \V ere you not a Commission 
,of one, when you ·were at Darra., and it did 
not pay any dividends~~ 

Mr. ELPHI2\iSTOXE: Xo. If I had 
l)een a Cnnlnlisc.ion of one, the Dun\)_. cement 
~\Yorks would ha vc b~~en a paying proposition 
fron1 tho find. I argue in regard to this. 
a~ I do \1' ith regard to the l\L·tropolitan 
'\Vater and Se\'\'erag·e Board, that in enorrnous 
undertakings of this de~cription. involving 
.million, of mo;,ey, it is preferable that control 
should be :1lac.,d in the hands of men who 
'\now their businc iS and arc free fro1n all kind~ 
of interference. It mav not be democrat-ic, but 
the price ,,·~-~ :<:-d'O asked to pay for dcinocracj,.. 
.may be too high, and at present we are 
f~xpcri~'ncing trouble in that particular regard. 
\Ve ha ,-o been cha,ing shadows for the last 
!:-·-'vcn or eight :years, trying to get away 
fro»! the cld economic principles on which 
traclC> ancl colnlncrce havo been esta0li,.,hed, 
and tbe co··.t is very gre<Lt, and it is time we 
~alkd a halt. Instead of adding to our 
obligations in that regard, I am suggesting 
that we should consider whether it is not 
a-dvisable, if the trams are to bo taken over 
hom the Brisbane Tramways Comprtny, to 
put them in the hands of a Commission, and 
oy that m. a.ns be sure of getting efficiency 
and economy of management n the , than 
passing them over into the hands of t~w lonl 
autboritie .. which bodies must be subject to 
vutside influences. 

The Pn£ ~IER: )rou arc 1nore con:.-~rvative 
;now than you ·were when you vvere 'vith the 
NaHonalid. party. ~ 

::\h. ELPHT::'i"STOJ\E: I am Illllking 
(.c01n1non ~C'nsc'' n1y slogan, bee au;:;e it is 
comr.-:_on sen A:! that the country '\ ...tnts to-day .. 

O;'POSITIOc: }1E''BI:RS: Hcnr, hear: 

'llr. ELPHlXSTOXE: If tho Premier ·,ill 
Jlot agree to allo1.; this costl.-- u11dertaking 

pa-::J uu-clr · c Jntrol of three Cornrni~-
l ask to con~idcr whether it 

be ble to allow this uutho· 
cxpres·':lly for th.:; 

trainv:;ays just us 
Supply qnd ~3~'- ·crage 

to dc:Ii with one specific 
·1ndcrtaking. ::Vly reason for arguing that is 
that there ,n~ l!Htny Jnon who ar-.' not prc·· 
. t J..rcd. to olicr theln"-e]-...~es as candidatc1 fot· 
local anthorit~· honours. but \Vho would b~_• 
}!tepun ci to offer th._ 'en selves a.:> ca11diJatcs f -1' 

.a trm:t t.o r,;ntrol the tramvvavs. In the 
first plac.,, the human clement aiwavo enters 
into t!Jc,c things. In this Bill it is proposc'd 

pay a rcasonablD -co1npensation to the 
of the trust for the tim0 devoted to 

1nanagen1ent. of the concern. It is propo-,eJ to 
pay the chairman £300 a. year ;,ne! tlw 
mdividual member& £250 a vear each. That 
is rea ~onable con11:ensation, "and I an1 glad 
to know that tlHtt is to be done. T'he 
n:embers of the local authorities get noching 
at alL and therefore I say the huma.n 
element prevails. You will not get some 

men to offer themselves gratuitously as candi
da!<·' for the loc >.! authorities, because it 
H1c::tns an interference lrith their business 
n:n.J losa of time~ whereas, seeing that they 
are to gect recsonablc• compensation for the 
application of brains to an undertaking such 
as 10 proposed l!ll~ler this Bill, you will get 
rnen to offe-r thc1n~el, es for tlh.> trust. \Ve 
know, h •), that in local authoritv elections 
it is remarkable how a little r0d herrino
<lrawn across the trail will affect tho cours~ 
of tho election and determine the issue. \Vc 
kno\~· that sornctim£>s little n1attors of no 
gt~ tt vih:tl irnportanco will attract the 
i:naginat.ion of the people and take their 
rninds off the is~uc. The-re are no greater 
pc;,tma;tcn at dntwing the people off the 
rn:un 1~~ue th::.:.n the Prem1er and the gentle
m ·n who sit behind him. In 1918 they securod 
th rein~ of goYcrnrnent by appeaUng to 
pPoplc's stomac-hs instead of to their brains 
b;~ promisiug thPrn cheap food. In 1920 we 
hIll another c-tunt, when the people were told 
tb"t their rights and privileges were being 
interfered with. 'rhere was not a word of 
tmth in that, but it did not matter, as it 
·, ~ rvc··rl its pur~H"e ~nd the people again 
returned the- party opposite to power. Nnw 
tht~ hon. gentlunan is S(•arrhing for ;;;;omcthing 
e],c to trot out to collar the imagination of 
the P''opk I do not say that unkindly, but tho 
P:!:'e-:nicr kno~.-. ~~ it is truP. IIon. members. 
knnw that loc .J authoritv candidates arc 
r0turned on~ catch~crics of all descriptions. 
\Yhcn :;:on get local authorities rf'turned in 
that ·. , you cannot expect to look to tho 
loc 1 >eutl10ritic•s themselve·' to provide a 
tru·~t ·with sufliciont experience to run a 
t.r ~tn.\\ a~· undt:rtaklng SlH'CCssfully and effici
f'nth-. Then:•forP I ~ntrO"eP.t to the PronliPr 
that it is well ~worthv oC~o~sideration to ha;e 

el,,c:tion indepcn{lf'nt of the local authm·i~ 
altog-ether. L0t us haye an election and 

~ecnrc a tran1way tru~t. or ·whatever you like 
to call it. consisting of six or seven n1embers 
whose' sol<' busineC'· "-ill be to look after the 
intf'rl'~ts of thf: trnnn\·avs. Bv that mea.ns I 
am sure :;-ou will be ab'i0 to fook forward to 
<1 111orc efficient cJntrol of the tran1¥.rays than 

wiil get undor th~ propn -.~j conta'inod in 
Bill. that means 'y0 shall be abk 

)nterft_rencc. If \Ve 

cl on the linf I suggt·3t, 
V>C , houlcl cut O'-lt all out .. ide interference. 
Furt1wr than that-, a trust of that de.<:~ription 
cnuid rai.se e-xprcs .jy for i..rarnwa_:- pur-

It. yory few n1onths ago 
t the vcr • oompdlcd to con-

cede to \:V at er Supply and 

nnH nt not 
h:1t th0 ::\l0tropolit.an 

Se\nwagc Board could. 

ra is~: lnoney in 
Govcrmr:enl. 

rnoney ia 
r Supply 

The• PP.F.\.IER: J\~o. \Ye ra1,:ed it for f,_o 
\\'"ate,_ Supply and Se-werage Board . 

l\1r. ELPEI:\'STOXE: The Commonwealth 
B -nk raised it. You had nothing to do 
\', ith it. 

The' PRE'CIER: 'vV<~ rai,cd it throL[gh the 
CornP1onweaHh Bank. 

;\lr. ELPliil\'STOXE : I nuke bold to "ay 
that, if the London investor had knr;•.vn 
thc,t the Government were bchirod it, that 
loan would not hctvo been rai.;ed. 

The l'RE:\liER : The London investor insisted 
on the Government guara.nte0ing it. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hea.r, hear l 

Mr. COLLINS: That is one up against you. 

"frir. E~phinstone.]. 
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Question put and passed. 

we ca.n 
which we 
at, and we 
to say "Yes or 
want this tramway 
them or not. 

Hon. gentlemen opposite have plead-
ing for the stra]J"hanger, for working 
man, and the working girl and boy, who 
cannot get home except in ovm·crowded 
cars. I admit that our trams are much more 

['Mr. Elphinstone. 

ments. 

1nattcrs. 

: The hon. member must know 
wer2 appointed by the local. 

for years under Liberal Govern-

pro-

undertaking 
flrst p IB,CO, the 
" general scheme .. 
business undertaking would . 
its initial 'Then, the trust pasGes that 
sch.eme Advisory Boa_rd to be 

not the trust, but by hon. 
members opposite. Why f9rce _on the trust 
financial responsibilities and obhgat!ons, and 
then dqnive it of the_ q;:hts wluch those 
rcsnomibilities and obhgatwns shoul_d con
vey? Then, the Advisory Board-whiCh, by 

way, the trust has to pay for-reports_ to 
Minister. He reports to the Exect!~IYe· 

Council, and he says, "Yes,_ go ahead_ -a 
d circumlocution wh1ch must mter

with efficiency. There is, indeed. a 
negation of respon~ibility in this Bill. First 
of all, the Government foist upon the trust 
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Gover:nrrient 
trnst the onerous rc:Striction."l 

measure? 

HONOURAJJLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

good thing. none the he was 
oonclusivcly that it would be far better for 
the people of Queensland if the present 

1922-5 H 
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At 9 p.m., 

has that to d<r 

I just want to show 
or not, and whether 
local authorities t<P 
the limited capital 

disposal. ·To 
use a few figures] 

not boring. I would 
as possible, and for 

make them as .shoTt as. 

Mr. F. A. Cooper.] 
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£1.535. At that time there were issued 
fully pa.id shares to the uormnees of the 
Constnwtion CDmpany numbenng 300 
'-harco, making a toto! of £1,500; and to 
subscribr~rs to the article,, of assof'iatiou 
se ;en fully paid-up sharc~-those \V ere issU( d 
ILcrcl to con1ply with the provisions of the 
Cornpanies Act. The lir::::t con1pany had 
taken tl1l' po·, .'r to borrow £250,000 by the 
-,ale of debentun;. On 30th ,June it had 
.. o]cl the whole ot the debentures, but 
£152,000 of that was issued to the Construe
tiNt Coml'any as per contract. I will show 
what tho contract was later on. The capitu,l 

-Df the Constn:rtion Company, unfortunately. 
• -' ni10t bo as"ertained. but it is believed to 
have been in confm:mitv with the other 
arDounts sho~vn in thC balancc-sheets-
£250,000. The capital of the Brisban~ 
Tram\, a:·s Company, Limited, remained the 
same up to 30th J unc, 1900-the date when 
thP Construction Company "·a3 wound up. 
Iu th balance-sheet for 1899 there appc.,r·s 
the following very interesting footnote on 
chc liability side-

" Share capital balance. 
total of £250,000, about to 
in accordance ~~vith t.hc 
£248,465." 

making a 
be allotted 
agruerneut, 

On the acsets side there- is this item-

" Achance by Construction 
Cm,rpany to be can-

£ s. d. 

celled 17,339 5 1 
\Yorks, electric equip-

ment 231,065 14 11 

Total ... £248,405 0 0." 

Thesn shares '\vhich ·were to have beou 
J.llott•3J were not iscuod, because the balance· 
1-heet fo, 30th June, 1900, still •howcd thcl 
share capital authorised as £250,000 and 
the subscribed capital as £1,535. By this 
time it a<> very manifest to the Brisbane 
Tramways Company what a very excellent 
proposition it had. The revenue had 
increased from £27,000 in 1896 to approxi· 
mately £100,000 in 1900; but the working 
expenses oYer the san1e period had ri8Bn 
from £32,000 in 1896 to only, approximately, 
£50,000 in 1900. So that, bet'' ecn 30th 
June, 1900, and 31st December, 1900, tlw 
p<:;riod when it became evident to the com· 
pany that it had a very excellent proposition 
-the share capital was increased to £750,000 
,_-ithout any ca-pital of any kind whatever 
being raised. At the same time, the balance
_shcet sho-"" s that the assctB were enormously 
inflated. The Con'ituction Company, as I 
hrt' o prc. viously etated, was wound up on 
30tb J unc. The Investment Company was 
fornH,J at t.he same time, and registered in 
November with a capital-mark the amount 
·-of £750,000, made us as follows:-

£ 
75,000 cumulative preference 

shares of £5 eac1t 375.000 
75,000 ordinary shares of £5 

each 375,000 • 

making a total of £750,000. Tho Investment 
Company-that was the new company
acquired 149,893 shares, equal to £749,465 
in the Brisbane Tramways Company without 
any cash consideration passing, but partly in 
the following way-by an agreement with 
the Tramways Company, Limited-that is 
the agreement to which I have previously 
referred-the Investment Company under· 
took-

[ Mr. F. A. Cooper. 

1. To pay off the debentures of the 
Brisbane Tramways Cmnpany, Limi~ 
ted, at £105 (2.500 shares at £105, 
· ·hich absorbed £262,500). 

2. To pa:· ofi all other debts «nd liabili
tio, of that comrL,w. limit?d to 
£62.000. 

3. Tl) construct and £:>quip extensions, 
limitc l to £100,000. 

4. To con .tnwt and equip further extcn
'ious, limited to 8 miles of single 
truck aud 4 miles of double track. 

5. To prvvide money for relnying light 
raih with heavier rails. 

6. To indemnify tho r:on1pany against 
any loss by lire, etc. 

The consid· ration for the obligation imposed 
was the allotment of 100,000 fully-paid shar0s 
of £.5 each, which meant £500,000. How 
the Investment Compa.ny became possessed 
of the balance of 49,893 shflres in the Bris
bane Tram"':vays Cmnpanv, Lin1ited, is aot 
explained. As far as I 'C•m trace, there is 
no cxplanRtion whatever of those 49,893 
slwrcs being given to the Investment Corn· 
pany. In orde-r to carry out its undertaking, 
the lm·ostm•.nt Company, under 1ts borrow
in~· pu ·crs, raised £400,000 by celling 
debentures. It did not raise that money 
loccllv. It had power to raise it elsewhere, 
and f bel' .'ve that it raised it on the other 
side of the world, practicaih in England 
and ia F} n nC'e. \Vith this moncJ~ lt c •. uned 
out its obligation-or partly carried it out
to the Trannvays Cc1mpany, Limited, betwe.3n 
Ilc cembor. 1r00. and Dcc·embcr, 1901, in the 
follcnving r.uanncr-

£ s. d. 
Rcd,,mption of £250,000 

'vorth of £100 de ben-
turos at £105 262,500 0 Q 

Debt' and liabilitir-1 as 
fallen vs-

Lo1ic 15,000 0 0 
J)i,-idcncl due to 

liquidator of Con-
druction Compony .. 39,829 2 0 

£317,329 2 ll 

lPa ,-iwr balam ' of the proceeds of the 
d~bcn~u·c i;suc of £82.670 18s. I think tho 
following ought to be noted conn"ction 
vvith tht .,e figureF.-

(rr J That dc.bc·~tun::-s ~:ltnounti og t.o 
· £152.000 v:crc issued b.;· tho Tram-

1,vays Company. Lin1ited, t.o the 
Construction Cornpa.ny; 

(1;) That the loan of £1.5,000 v.·as the 
amount of caeh paid to tho liquidator 
of the horse tra,mway in 1895: 

(c) That a sum of £43,352 19s. 2d. v:as 
t'lken out of the net profits of the 
Tramw.tys Company, Limit';'d;-that 
is, at 30th June, 1900-as a d1v1dend. 

\Yhat became of this money-le3s dividend 
duty, of comse-the accounts do not sho~, 
and' it may be that two dividends were pa1d 
-one from the net profits and the oth8r 
from the proceeds of the debenture issue. 

Thus, the promoters of the Cons~·mc'ion 
Company received bitck tho greabr part, 
if not the whole of their capital. and, in addi
tion reo?ived shares to the value of .£750,000. 
Tho' Construc'ion Company anil the Tram
WU.J.'~· Con1pan:~. Limited, \Vf~te the ono cvm
pany: and the Investm0nt Company and the 
Tramway"' Company, Lirnited, \'rcre the one 
company: and there can be WJ doubt that 
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the I:nvLstn1cnt ComPany was rPaU~· the Con
·:-tructwn Cornpan.v re-fonncd. Therefore, in 
.-,cJJition tn thP .~750.0C'l "hich they received 
:-·1 shares for nothing, the pron1oters rccci vcd 
uack tlwi1· capital and othPr n1oncys a~ 
follow., :-('1) they recciv· d in cctsh deben
hm ·· J:250.000 at a [>remimn of £5, that is 
at a price of £105, ab -·--rhing an·)ther :.S12.5 1'0; 
they rcc. ived in dividc•Yl(ls up h 30th JurlE', 
1900. taken from the prof!L of the Bris:,ane 
Tram\Yays Umnpau:v. £39.829. 'rhe:· 
recrivt:d in dividends for half-- ·ar frDn1 
,July to Dc•cemb ·r, 1900. from Ji1<' profits 
£23.590. and thcv re cin'd in dividends takPn 
from the l>roccecio of debenture sal s 839,829: 
antl, in addilion t J that, they rcceiYed in 
interest on dcbentur s running in 1897, 1898, 
1899, and in 1900 approximately £27.310, 
making a tot d ~urn rccch·ed of .£394,556, in 
addition to the £750.000 worth of free share, 

The hon. member for Oxlev sa\, that we 
must have capitaL These f1f,.urvs cctrefully 
studied later on as they nppcar in "I-lan~ 
,ard" will' chow that not onlv did the 
Bri-:b:1ne Tramwa:~.:; Co-mpany gCt on ycry 
well \vithont an.J capital, but that it has 
,been ah~orl)illg rnuch n1orc than the capital 
it has put iu, and much more dividend than 
,J.ro:~ sho\vn on the surface. I rose chieflv to 
l'('ply to the hoiJ. ll1{•rnbc·r';;; re1nark;; a~ to 
why "·e should give this concern to the local 
authorities. Ht• said that it was a ju.-t thin<~ 
to go to America for an illustration. He 
3aid that it \YHS a just thing· to zo to 
.Amerka bccan~e \V2 got loan rnoncy frorr1 
.. A1nerica, because w• gf't che\ving-gu1n frorn 
A1nerica-and. in all fairn£'ss, the hon. Jnenl
Ler might have nF'lliioned that we get 
n1otor repair part.~ from A .. rr1erica '? And, 60 
far as he is coucerned, >.Ye also get ('Xarnple3 
-from there. He used Seattle as one of the 
examples. Let me for a while diverge from 
the path, and go to the Empire to give a 
reason why wo should g-iYt~ thr: tramway 
Bj'stem over to the municipal auihorities. I 
am going to quote the city of Glasgow. I 
want to show that th • trannV~t\'S of the citY 
-of GlasgDw have been . \Yell rnanc:,;ccl, and 
have been run at a p:·ofit. I want to make 
this point clear-that, notwithstanding what 
the municipal tram\\ay has been to !he 
,Jeople of Gln"gow, it ha3 been noihing com
pared to what the Brisbane Tramways 
Company has donr for the Brisbane Tran1-
wa.ys Cornpany, Li1nitcd. ·• Libt rt~v Fajr:," 
nnd "Golden Caskets'' arc not in it with 

Brisbnnc Tramways Company. It is the 
-t-paying " spec" tl:at can pos>ibly be 

found. It is rather a pOC"uliar coin:"idenc 
that the otlwr day I picked up a "Glasgo·,y 
Herald" datr•d. I think, 22nd July, v hich 
gave an account of th-.. ' jubilee celebration 
~Jf the Glasgo\Y trannva:: Ryston1. \Yhich v .. -::ts 
inaugurated iu 1872. The account statc'-d 
ilw from 1872 to 1892 that tramway ;" 
..," ts in thf~ hands of L priY<t.tc cornpany, 
during those nn•nty ,~cL rs the eo~npany 
had L:Jnctructcd 30 m·i!t ,, of tramlinc'. In 
1892 the trams \\t")re transferred to tht 
rnunicipnl tnf~iHtgt'ITicnL and the• rnilcngP 
·wa· '(lou})]C'd in eight --:·ears and it. ~~a;:.; 
trebled 111 a further eight :-.-cars. Aft ·r 
the municipal pcopk had had control for 
twenty years, 100 miles of doubb track were 
1aid in the citv of Glasgow and surrounding.c.:. 
During the \Var comtruction was naturally 
{}Uid. There arc now in exi,tence practically 
150 miles of double track in GlasgDW. The 
Glasgow system serves a population of 
1,339.000, and the average journ~ys ner head 
per year were 322, costing the tr:tveller some, 

thing likP 35~. fh r br:ad p0r year for tran1 
Lue~. figures giv'--)n arc not so out-
::t ndin.:s you l'f'Ud figure·, ~~·iv0n in 
the auditor's report. In 1·~92 the Gla· 
S"· "'~em {'arricd 60,0D·J.OOO lP s::,rngers. 
c,t rrihJ 63.G, lC' :J in Rrisb nr; 
1919~1920 qw G!~J~goy 

n.od rcnsid('ring great difft'l'· 
lh,pnL:.r)on cotnp red Y ith Bri....;ban·', 

tlut i.'3 nnr; 
.·o n1any 

,Ir_ COOPER: I do not know. 
haYC uot been there. In 1892 the Glasgow 
tram:\·ay iiH ·nne was le~~ fhnn £250 1 000, and 
in 1921 lt was nr-arly 82.500,000, sbo>.""·ing thut 
they have L ·f'n gigantic · 1:1ccess. ~n .l~~::;s 
than twD dc-cadee have pmd ofi a halJJ!Ity 
of £4.000,000, a1d at the ,mw time 
added to the common rwcHl of the people of 
Glasgow owr £1.0nO,OlJO. In " littlc

1 
OY?r 

l \YPnty years th .y hJ.V·~· pa1d pt:actiC'a.Ll~. 111 
d:vi.donds to t.hc people atnountlng to 0\'21:' 

£1.000,000. Thne is great efficiency there. 
Tlw " Brid HistDrJ " precentcd to thiS House 
relating to the Brjsbane tram>.\'ays conbuns 
some rrrna rkub~c things. The transactions of 
both con1p<u1i0s frorn 1895 to 31st Dnccn1bcr, 
l!Jl9, shfnV the \Vorking expenses .to be 
£3.000.000. general expenses £343,000. mcome 
and land t :nee< £197,000. and the 1-cilanc,·. 
>.Yhich is net profit, cxtc;tdlng for tv~ ent:1-four 

e .. rs, from 1895 to 1919, amounts to 
£:1,300,0(1. That profit wa,; made by the 
Rrisbun0 Tramw.,ys C'ornpany on a tramway 
pnp·dation of wmething; like 170,000 people. 
The Gla8cow trarnways 1n twenty years ma,de 
a pro!lt of £1000.000 for the people of 
Glasgow en a tramway populatwn of 
1.399,000. 

Mr. VowLE'': The Queensland Governnwnt 
would have made a loss had they h:mdlcd 
the trams there. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Notwithsta.nding 
that we hH·n nearly lost the Country party, 
I still notice that they are within calL The 
£1,377,000 made by the. Bris~Ja?';' tramways 
in twenty-four years, m a0.d Ihon to the 
a.mount Of capital that I have already 
pointed out, wao given to these people out of 
the profits of the company. The hon; m_ember 
for Oxlev nHtde a wonderful calcuJatwn of 
what he thought the amount of money wDuld 
b" that wDuld eventually go to the compan_y 
be wav of compensation, He thought 1t 
v:'ould be a matter of £2,000,000 becau,,e the 
Premier inadvcrtrntl:v lPt drop sOn1e re~1ark 
about £2,000.000. I find in the January I'·sno 
of the " TrustPes' Quarterly l-{('yicv•.:' pub
lished by the Queensland TrustoPo_ Lumtcd, 
395 Queen strr •t. Brisban<', an arncle winch 
co:'hins a letter written b;· Mr. P. A. Blun
dolL the manap-ine( dircdor of the Queensland 
rfrustP.t3, from \Yhich thiB i.:) a.n C'Xtract.~-

obj£, ~'3 and provisions of this 
scheme J be subirct of a 1cttn.r from 
Mr. P. A. Blnndell to t'cc AI yor of 
Brisbant>, nnd a~ this lett0r has lw~n 
printed and circulated bv His vVorsh1p 
among t th0 reprf'·,.ontath-('s of t)tP loral 
authoritic'. "" quote the fDllowmg:. pa-
sagce, for the information of the pubhc:-

From a st 'tcmc-nt showing: the total 
receipts and expenditure of t~c Bris
bane Tramwav Companv. Limited, for 
six years-1915-1920-it is s0en that thP 
uvefagc gro~s rcvE>nlH' during that 
JWriod amount~ to £433.183 per annum: 
whilst the average net revenue, after 

'Mr. !/. A. Cooper.] 
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£ 
For the year 1915 the net profits 

were 159.990 
For the year 1916 the net profits 

166.992 
For year 1917 net profits 

144,385 
For years 1918 net 

"VYere 163,176 
For the years 1919 net profits 

151.383 
Fer .,?car 1920 net profits 

were 162.716 

for the six years, 
tax had been paid, 
mp,mber for Oxlev 

vvants consider whether {t 
wou]d not be a de\'ent thing tn hand over a 
gooDd gooldmine like ·the l0cal authori-
ties. The question that should be 
done is very easily the figures that 
have been quoted. we should worry 
about the details member for Oxley 
mentiDned is matter. One thing he 
did say is that extensions wDuld probably 
be political extensions. It is very evident 
to me that the clause in the Bill which deals 
with the matter of extensions has not been 
thoroughly understood. One of the duties 

[Mr. F. A. Cooper. 
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over 
company 

to g1ve it 
that they have 

out of the ques
opportunity, and 

of it. They have 
ratepayers of this 

money to make this 
what it is. and anyt.hing coming in the 

''·ay oi profits from the tramway system, any
thing that can be done to make this city a 
better oity by the construction of tramways. 
ought to be done, and we can only do that 
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over the trams to the local 

GovERNMENT NIEMBERS : H.ear, hear l 

Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oo·wong): During this 
-debate, from one section of the House we 
have heard that at last the opportunity has 
-come to take from Mr. Badger the trams that 
he has conducted so successfully. The oppor-
tunity has come now for the Government to 

the wishes and the instructions 
been given to them by another 

the community, and they, judging 
speeches we have heard to-night, 

imagine they are going to do a 
very great injury to the Brisbane Tramways 
Company. I do not know whether that is 
so or not, but I am under the impression that 
they are not going to -do any injury to the 
Brisbane Tramways Company. I propose to 
-continue the attitude that I took up when I 

associated with the Erisbane City Coun
and that was that the trams should be 

municipalised. I ha,ve no intention of deviat
the slightest from that attitude; but, 

time, I want to point out that 
which has been taken up by the 
is detrimental to the interests 

authorities generally in the metro
area,. Bome time ago the Home 

invited the representatiYes from 
authorities within the tramway 

confer with him for the purpose of 
a, Bill that ha-d for its object the 

over of the trams and handing them to 
local authorities. I want to say here and 

now that, irrespective of what hon. members 
-on the Government benches have said, the 
local authority representatives have had no 
instructions from their ratepayers to commit 
them to anything. The opportunity wa,s 

to them to discuss such a 

the platform of 

That 

again to the conference 
the local authorities 

I a,m sorry that 
so unwell that he 
with this ql!estion. 

gentleman and his colleagues 
local authorities interested to 

him upon this Bill, why do he 
and his colleagues not pay atten-

[9.30 p.m.] tion to the recommendations 
which the local authorities have 

made? If they do not pay any attention to 
those representations, there was no need to 
have called that conference. When the local 
authorities went to the conference they were 
given to understand that the Government 
were going to introduce the Bill under which 
the tra,ms were to be handed over to the local 
authorities, irrespective of whether the local 
authorities desired to control the trams or 
not. The other night when the Premier was 
Bpeaking I interjected in connection with 

which were vested in the 
local authorities, and said '' 

when certain work's are 
in the local authority 

a chance of saying 
proposal? " What 
This is the 

JY!r. RIORDAN : 1'\o he should. 
'\1AXWELL: But what is the position 
? . 

1\Ir. RIORDAN: Quite different. 

l\fr. : Of course, it is quite 
different men,bers opposite want 
something it suits them, they 
are going local authorities to 
abide bv Authorities Act, and 
when it" they are also going to 
foist on authorities whatever they 
choose. not be at all surprised if 
the ·Government foisted some of the State 
enterprises on the local authorities, to be 
conducted bv them in a businesslike manner. 
I rmnomber~ on a previous occasion when we 
were discussing the amendment of the Local 
Authorities Act, I was twitted when speaking 
by hon. mcmbe1·s on the other side, who 
said, " The Brisbane City Council could not 
run the ferry." We find to-day that the 
local authority which could not run a ferry 
is being handed a tramway service to run 
which is going to cost about £3,000,000. But 
the people who are interested in the scheme 
are not to be given an opportunity of saying, 
"Yea," "Nay" to the propooal. I wonder 
how it that the Governn,·ent, when they 
invited local authorities to confer with 
them m connection with this proposal, did 

matter. 

their advice. I notice from the 
there was a deputation to-day of 

who desired 
of 

Mr. RIORDAN: Who sent it" 
Mr. MAXWELL: I do not want any 

insinuations froni' the hon. member. We had 
a few of them to-day, and some hon. mem
bers opposite are fairly good at hurling them 
across the Chamber. I am not going to stand 
for that. A number of members in this 
Rouse have never seen the documents that an 
hon. member on the other side read. They 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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<?Yidontly know their marks when they got 
tlHYlT!. I rpscnt an:v insinuations being made. 
We han• been told dnrinil" the d·-bate that a 
number of ns lutYe been whipped into line 
by a nt)wr-:pap0r. \Ve are not whipped into 
1ino by the "Standard," at any rate. 

Mr. HIORDAX: Why have the local authori
ties altPred their opinions no":? 

:\h. :\!AX\VELL: They found out, when 
they anal::sed tb •. Bill, that it was not what 
they expected. This is a unanirrtous re.solu· 
tion which ••as forwarded to the Home 
Secretary-

" Tho Conference re,o!Ycd to request 
th•_' -..linister to n1ake provision-

That prior to the formation of the 
trust a Yote of the electors b:J taken, 
under tl1c sa1nc provi<:<,ions as govern 
ordinary lo:•.n propo,als of local authori-
1 ies. upon the advi>-ableness of the trust 
being t'~t't blished, or, as an alternative 
that. tho Brisbane Ttamways Company 
L1mrted be gra.nted an extension of 
t.ramway franchise, on conditions to be 
agreed upon in regard to extensions 
and other matters, on a scheme whereby 
r-h<' profits accruing from the working 
of the tramwa) ' may be shared by the 
local authorities through whose areas 
the tramvvays may run." 

Hon. members opposite >Yant to know why 
they changed their opinions. I subrr,·it that 
it wa · a perfectly legitimate thing to do 
after reading the Bill which the Hom~ 
Secretary placed before them. If it was not 
:igl?t for them to change their opinions. how 
rs rt they were asked to confer with the 
Homo Secretary? If th<' hon. gentleman 
had made UJ? his mind that ho >vas going to 
fo1st thrs B1ll on the local authorities and 
compd them to accPpt it whcth . t hev 
wanted it or not, '' hy did he call them 
together if he was not prepared to listen 
to recommendations from those who were 
interested? ·why did the Government not 
atten,pt to take over the tramsways them
selYcs? I can quite understand the difficulty 
in which the Government would have been 
placed-they wo~rl.d have been up against thP 
toughest proposrbon any Government could 
be up against. In the first place, they would 
have been approached by the biggest section 
of the community, saying, "\Ve demand 
-r•,xtensJons, we de1nand extra trams, reduc
tiOn of fares, and we demand the unemploy
ment p,roblem t.o be dealt .with by proceeding 
umnedratelr >nth a considerable number of 
c;xte~1sions." In order to dodge the respon
s1hd1t:·, the Government said, "\Vhat better 
thmg can "'" do than to put it on the heads 
find shoulders of the local authorities." 

Lccal .\ut11oritie3 "\r-t Amend-
HW1!t beforP the }lou._e hon. mem-
b~ rs sa~d that the:(~ n1en were not 
fitted to carr:-· out such important work. vet 
tl~t:,'l(' are thC' Yf'l'Y nFn who arc to be asl{f'd 
to undcrtak_c the Jnanagcrn011t of th0 tr cm
~·ay~. It. IS ·: .n:c·st u11fair proposition to 
lffir!O~(' th1c.:. <l'hbbonaJ burd,-•n Oll 111011 1YhO 

(n\ n prOfH'rtv in th"~P ar()as, \Vho hnYE' their 
proprrti0~ Jnortg-agf'd rig·ht up to the hilt ir: 
man~v cases--and God knoT\'S a. good tnanv 
plJcf'~ in the n1etropolitan area.._ are taxed 
5uffic-iyntly to-da:v without having a tax such 
-~~ tln~ plaC'cd upon thf'JY!. Arcord1'1g to the 
B1ll. the trmt hn>' the power im.mediatelv to 
issue a prec0pt to 111ake up for anv dcfici{'ncv 
that lilay Pxi .t_ Hon. n-1embers ·know ho\v 
the pcoplr' complained when precepts were 

[J-fr. _o/Ja:rwell. 

i"ucd in connection >vith the Health Board, 
The prc·-'ept-; are 1-ikPJy to be heavier ·when 
the trnst {'ontrollillg the trarn\vays is brought 
into operation. \Ylwn the trn't takes over 
the trams, we shall find that the owners of 
city property, and those in the suburban 
areas as well. will be double t .. xcd. Yet 
these people have no say as to whether they 
want the trams thrust on to them or 110L In 
reganl to the appointment of a trust to 
rnanagt~ th. trarnF.. I arn going to stick to 
the ana1w:cmcnt that y. as made in 1913, 
"·hC'n I \V a~ a~sociate.d with lot a 1 government. 
\Ye favourerl a nornincc bo::trd i11stead of an 
el<dcd hoard. \Ye have had a hitt0r experi
C'nr::- of rcprcscnL, ti vos being e-lected in Bris
bane instQad of havin~ a non1inPc board I 
refer to tlw ::\Ietropolitan \Vater Supply and 
Rc\YCrngf' Roar-cl. Look at the amount of 
Juollcy t.hat has b0on spent in connection 
with that hod,-. There haYe be-en several 
in'lnirie' into the expenditure by the Metro
]lolitan \Ynt0r Snpply and Sewerag-e Board. 
I have ahvavs ad,-ocated the appointment 
of thr0e cxn~riPnce,l n1en to take oYer the 
nw11 u:r~'~ncnf of the trams. If ,,·c had a pro
pas d , like that in this Bill better results 
would be accompli-bed. From j:ny long 
[l''~ociation with n.ldcrrnc-n ond shirc- ronn
cillors. T ca'l S,\\' that the~- are an honourable 
!Jo<h· of men. hut thPv arc not the right men 
to s'elect to look afte1: an undertaking of this 
kind. Tlw term mentioned in the Bill is 
~uffiric1:t. 11en tHe rnJpointcd as aldcrrnen 
for thrc·e ve-d·s. and tlwv are to be appointed 
"s rnem her· of this tJ;ust for thre<' ~-ears_ 
Tlw rr 'll lt will be an <'lected hody subject to 
thP whirn:;; and capriccs of a nuJnhr'r of 
people. They will be told bv different 
pconlP: "1-:-nlf'::-.:-i yDU do :-::omPthing for 1ne, 
and do it properlv and well, then when YOU 

co1nf' un for re-election vou \vill go out." 
Hon.- \V. FoRGA3>! S>I;TH: \Vhom do you 

want to nominate the trust. 
~1r. }.!J:AXI\TRLL: The Go.-ernment. 
Hon. IV. FoRGAX S}fiTH : :!\lr. Kidston was 

resnonsible for making the \Vater Snppl;> 
and Sf'wcrago Bo rd an eh:cti..-e bo.dy. 

::VIr. :\IAXWELL: I intend to stick to the 
arrangement made by th<> local authorities 
in 1913, and have a nominee board. \Ve 
ha ye had to pay dear!~· for our whistle in 
c·onn<'c'tion witli t:he )\fetr<JrJolitan '\Vater 
Supplv and Se-werage Board, and, having 
hac! that experience. W<' should prevent a 
n CJdition of it. I have a copy of the Bill 
\ihich \VH" ar.!;'rorrl to in 1913. and wl1ich Y.-af-

_<=<ubutitterl to the Gov0r11mcnt of the day. 
1 t providn for the constitution of a Commis
sion co-nsif'tinQ· of three rncn1l10I'S appDintcd 
In· the Go,·crnor in CounciL ::\1(,- rcc,,llcction 
of it is that. C\'Cl'v time this 'question was 
clih'US-scd there -w'as n nnani1nons opinion 
that no Bldcrman or no shire councillor 
shonld take a position unon that Commis
sion. It was comiderc-d in the interests of 
the local authorities that it would he far 
l1C'ttor to ha.-c three> separate men appointed 
l1tog-0thr11·. 

I-I on. \Y. FonGAX S1UTH: Don't you think 
tlw loco! authorities of Brisbane could 
manage the trams as well as the local autho
riti0s 'in other cities have donP? 

:\1r_ MAX\YELL: \Vh-·n 1ve were con
sidering an amendment of the Local Autho
rities Act hon. n1c-rnh('r:; opnosite pointed 
out that 'mcml'ors of the Brisbane local 
authorities could not manage the ferry_ So 
far as I am concerned, I know there are 
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sornc exe(·Hcnt nJCn on the local authorities, 
hut l do uot want them to <:>lcct this tru·t. 
There is an impression outside that the whole 
of the clcdors in the Inctropolitan area \vill 
be giYt1 1l an cpportunity to elect the repre~ 
'-.f'ntatin_~ of the trust, but such is not the 
rasP bee nu so we know from the Bill that 
they wi I! he dertod bv the local authorities. 
Th,; < ldenncn who ine appointed to the 
truSt nu1y thi1ll\: it is a bed of roses for a 
-,..vhile. hut hy the timt) thev are duo for elec
tion ng·ain they will find tl;at there is nothing 
in it. and thcv •::ill be defcatocl. In fact. it 
is qnitP 1 o:-Eiblf' to g;ct a clean slate and clean 
out thr> -..vhn1e f1 ight of thPm. 'Ve know that 
rnu:1 who 1nav ho HH'mh..-rs of lo< nl anthorj
tics to-d• ~ n1 ~y be out of the1n in thrrc yr-ar~' 
tim<'. The hon. momlwr for Fortitude Vallev 
(Mr. \Vil~/)Il) a11cl 1nv~"lf arc no lonrrcr rneni
h~~J'S of !o.ra1 autho1~itlPs, although ~pe or.:u
pleil pw 1hcms a [0\V years ago. 

lVIr. \\~n.sox: )dy rctircrnent IYas forced. 

Mr. :vr \XWELL: I . an ea,. lwrc that 
Bri~l1:u1e losf an Pxt :•llc"!t ,'lder.;-nnn whPn it 
lost, th0 8CrYirc~ of AldPrman \Yi1f''Jn. (F!car, 
h0nr !) 

Ilo'l. Y\, 
Cotu.ejl rn~~l its O\YTI trnm~ 

FcnG·\~ 8J.HTH: G-13 ~0\Y 

Mr. :\1AX\YF.LL: B< .cauS<· tlw,,·· have g:ot 
P.'l'f'[.tc·r TlO\t·c·r'l than Wf' haYc !!Ot l10r0. \Ve 
have. h~d cxpNit·nc·c of an ~l0ctod board, 
nn{] lt 1·1 a mf'nar0 to ,ihf· C'O'l1!11unitv. The 
rwoplc ha,-e to nav clc;rh- for it. ·If th~ 
Go;·0rnn:PtJt arc dc··iron' of helping th0 local 
;(tllthontJC'~. h(lrp is nn ornoriunih.- to do it. 
Even ,;t thi<;! lat0 hour. I ~n.ggci.~t that thP 
vvho}P 110~ition rnjg·ht h0 rPY1c,ved. It is not 
~ rnrtv qnr·Q,1Jlon. Tt ls a mntter of vital 
int.c>Tc·t to th0 whole commnnitv. \Vith a 
virw ro rr 1chi:H! ~on1e finalitv' and ~ome 
rnlltnn] und(lr"tnndlng. n Committer' might hP 
nnnr,intf'·d frnm hoth .<;!idP.::: of thP I-l0n"e and 
Hl0PlhPr~ ()f Inca 1 authoriti(\S to go jnto the 
wholr m "ttf'r nnfl SPf' if th0r0 i:>' no ]JDs;;;]bil;tv 
nf nrr:-~r.--.·iYJrr nn nmi('fll)l(\ ~f'ttlP.lllQ!lt. V\,-re 
h~vP th0 v•hn1(l of th0 lc<>~l nnthoritif'" stnting 
that tlw· dn not dc"ir0 thi, undertaking to be 
pl;·t'0d unr.n th0n1. -

lT<v-. \Y Fo""'~ i'loiT'l'H' Th" maiorih ,,f 
tll'''r1 yctcd in feYonr of the Rill. · . 

Mr. 1\L\X\'\'ET,L: I br r W>Pl" pardo!l: 
!he• or·' not in fayom· of the Bill. 

1Ton. \Y. FoRGA'T S"'\TJ'l'H: Th~· ('Onferenr0, 
l1v n Jnt>jnrit~.-, cl0· 1dc·d 1n fa Your of the 
'-'Ch T:H'. 

Mr. ~ L\ \:\YELL: Tf "hat tho h0n. gent].,. 
rnnn ~' ls tn10. it ] . ..:: fl n1o~t pf'rn]iar th1ng 
thnt fh" 1nr'd~ nntl1nrltir''' unnnimouslv for~ 
''·ord<•d the rc·.fllution I haye r0ad to !he 
l1on-w f.;ner('t8r\-. 

H''"· \V. FORG•>.;; Sonnr: The "Courier" 
h::1~ · pokPn sin er' thrn. 

'\{r. ::VfAX\YELL: T!Pf is what one would 
c-xprr·t of the l1nn. member. I might be 
'''ltllllv jn t;ficd in sayin" to the hon. member 
thnt h0 tnkr>·>· l1;" in.:trnetions frnn1 f'Om
rnnni"t1r- TL:''''.:::n~nf'r or from tho "Dai1v 
Stan hrd "-o]thnmrh T do not. think it 
'~~'fll~ld hP trn0-to, pnt his knife into I\'fv. 
B:uJe:f'r. Bri:::b'lnP i~ nndpr n YPrv big obll
rrat:oll to th(: Trannvn:vs (;omnan~'; nobody 
hos darn worc for the adYanc Pm.ent of th'l 
eitv nncl euhurbs than that eompanv. 

'VIr. FERRICKR: The shareholders have done 
well. 

· Mr. MAXWP:LL: Supposing they have, a• 
the leader of the l'\ationalist party said, for 

a number of yo.•rs they did not get anything. 
T tau l'l'ITlL'InbPr the tin1c whon we had nv 
'bn,cc. and we had to be content with walk
ing. Then tlw old horse 'buses came along and 
IYer,_' look('d upon a" extraordinary things __ 
.'\. little bit later \Ye had the horse trams,. 
but the company could not make a. succes& 
of them. and a body of gentlemen :YI1o were
intcrp:-ted in ~·-\curing interest on their money, 
"lthough at the same time they did some
thing of benefit to tho community, established 
the (•Icctric tram,, To·day we are reaping 
the be1wfit of 1dwt they did, and it ill 
becornes anv n1en1her of this House to express 
himself in 'terms ·uch as have been used of 
a man \Yhn has faithfully performed the· 
vork allotted to him. I refer to -;,rr. Badger. 

:'lfr. BRE:\C:.\~: H0 was paid \Voll for it. 

:VIr. ::\lA:\.\YELL: Ho\v often do nH n get 
{•ll ~~.~id and 1W6·lcc-+ their 1vork? How· 

oft<"l rlo th,,v do that in this Assembly? 
How oft· n do. thc0 not giYo full value? 

:\Tr. BRE~?:AK: Like members of the 
Etnploycrs' F,_dC'ration. 

-;,rr. ::\L\X'YELL: When hor. member& 
likr the h0n. I.t .. l'tnhrr tor Toowoomba get so 
low down that thev arc devoid of re.asonable 
>Jlld er•mible arc;un'H'nt. they get bark to the 
E1nployer _, · Federation. 

~11·. BREX:\Y~: :{on are ach·oc.::ting the 
lnt':'rcst:3 of a hi? eornbine. 

:\Ir. :\lAX WELL: I am not advocating· 
anYthinrr of the kind. ::--;othing I have said 
can be ~onstrue..l ir;to what the. hon. member· 
has saicl. I ha ,.c said that I trust the 
neople, and hon. members opposite have said 
that tlwy trust tlw p< Dple. but the difference 
bctv ~·en ns is thrt. rhoup:h I would alloY\' 
the nPople to Yotc on thG qnf'tion, h~m. 
nH'lnbers onpo;.lt ~ft\". "~o; we are going~ 
to decide this thing for you." 

I\'[r FERRI~ ES : That is what your leader 
said. 

:\fr. ::',IAX\YELL. I do not care what my 
loader said. This is a non·party question. 
I am not an automaton. I have been asso
<·iat<·d with local gcJYornment for a great 
r.umbcr of vears, and I know what the local 
authoriti"'' have aslcd for. They have asked 
fnr what was in the Bill they submitted to, 
rho CoYcrninOJt. TlH v , sked for bread, and 
the GnYernmPnt ltHYP. gjven then1 a stone. 
The~,- have hc€'n tol·d. "YDu aro going; to 
haY8 thr< tran1s. bnt sou are gojng to haYe 
them undc,· the• conditions we like to lay 
down .. , TlH' Gov0rnn1ent are inconsjstent. 
In the Lc>·1l Authoritic·< Act it is laid down-

,, BPfor<" proec('ding to borrow any
n1one>v fnr the • ~mstruction of permanent 
work~ n nd t111dr:rt,1 kings .. the Jocal autho
ritv ohall cause to be prepared-

. ·i.) Plans and spceif1cations of the 
work er Hnclcrta king: 

lii.) An c timato of the cost thereof; 
liii.) A statement showing the pro-

W>'Cd c"ncnditurc' of the money to be 
horro,,,cd ; and 

liY.) An c'timatc of tho not revenur; 
1 if any) that mav reasonably be ex
pected' to be 0·if'kied b-: such work or· 
undertaking, and how it is .propose~ to· 
ddr.,v the monevs from t1me to trmf· 
accruing due upor1 the proposed loan. 

Such statement shall be open to inspec
tion for one month aftf.r the publication 
of the notice of proposed loan herein
after mentioned." 

}1r, Maxu·ell.] 
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I wa; told the other night by the Premier that 
I \1·a:3 an arch~Con,·ervativo, b~.cause I desired 
to pur in a word for the protection of the 
people's rights. I want to tell the hon. mem
ber that he has not a monopoly of everything 
that make' for the protecrion of the people'o 
Tights. There i: no 1nore. conservative mern
ber in the House than h,•, and there is no 
more autocratic Go,·erninent in any part of 
the British community than this Government. 
Yet, when they >\ant to belittle an,·bndy, they 

.call him a Consen·ative. It pleases tlwm, 
.and it doe:3 n1e no hann. Any organisation 
with which I am asoociated is a model organ
isation, and works towards building up thi< 
-community of ours, and does not try to pull 
it down. It works towards trying to bring 
.about an understanding between ono man 
nnd the other, so that thoro shall be no clas .. 
,con~ciousnes3. _ 

This Bill j, going to be dc~ritneutal to thu 
interech; of the local authoritic,;, and in all 
·:.eriou-ness I would ~uggest to th,, Govern· 
ITlUJt the fortnation of a con1mittee, as I ha\re 
"-Uggest,.::'d 

1)efore, t )llsisting of representatives 
c,u both ,idn of tlw Br,u,p and of the local 
authorities, with a Yi-t t\' to ;;eeing whc: her this 
,proble1n cannot b,~ ~olved. In the rncantinlL' 
tlH~re j..:; nothi11g to prevent the Govf'rnl~lCilt 
JrDnl doing what they said they \VPre going 
to do-holding the lLiJJ(~rtuking in trust for 
the local authorities. Is it fair that the local 
.cwthori in should be ask 'j to take m·er an 
unJertaking when they do not know vthat it 
is going to cost? \Vould any hon. Hlc'rnbcr 
of thi:-J I-louse attc1npt in his own afiair;-; to 
>Clo anythil1g like that? Suppose a bu:-;lne-::,s 
proposition was put before one of thcrn by 
un agent who said, .. Yr ou can l.:ave this 
"ith me. It will be all ri;;·ht. You need not 
·worry about what it i~ going to cost." They 
would 0ay that thE indin:dual who suggested 
such a thing was a fit subject for Gooc!na. l 
;;,a) it is a vroper thing for the local authori. 
tiee to ask the Government before passing 
such a moa"Ltre as this to l'dn it to the 
people·. That shouid be done in accordance 

with the provieions of the Local 
[10 p.m.] Authoritie' "\et-not to the rrttr'-

payero only bnt to the whole of 
ihe people. They .shcm!d h" givrn an oppor
tunity of ~,aying .. Y-.-e~t" or ·· Xay.'' \\.,..P 
'n-ere told that tb.__~ ~>copl(' n.rt· , ·1 di~g-usted 
and so tirc·l of thi~ f'tl·ap·hans:6llr; that ha~ 
bt•cn continued for so loug that they \Votdd 
be ~·lad to voL·~ for this prOlJO.-,_:J. It i.Va;;.: 
in t hLc" hand~ of th0 llon1e Secrctarv to deal 
w-ith the comp;;n~ i£ it was uot carfyiug out 
it~ obligations and providing ~ufficicnt 
Df l----~._·or wtion. CPrtain figures have 
quot~d. l sa:~~ \\ ithout any disrespect that 
"tlgurt>s can lie, a11d F ~trs. can figure." \Yt• 
know ho·' fignrcs often are cli~tortcJ and 
nwdc to proYe anythiEg. I hav.,• bt>en in 
the Southern States1 and haYr had just as 
bad an experience of trmn~riding as I havP 
had in BriEbanc. There i' no doubt that 
vu.r tran1s arc cleaner than the tran1s in the 
South, ;c.ith the exroption of th, Adelaide 

>e~ar...:. 

I hope that the Premi"r will give con,idcra
-tion to the suggestion that I have made. I 
am quite satisfied that. if a little consideration 
is given to this subject and a meeting of the 
people interested is brought about, good 
will result. If that is done, the misunder
standings that exist at the present time may 
be removed. If the Govf'rnment persist in 
their policy of bludgeoning the local authori
ties info taking o' ''r the trams under the 
,conditions laid down in this Bill, t!tey are 

[Jir. Maxwell, 

going to rr.ake a great deal of troubL) for 
thcnlsclvc"-. 

:\1r. FLETCHER (Pf)rt f'urti.~·): The hon. 
member for South Brisbane this morning 
inferred that we on this side w re the repre
sPntatives of the Tramways Company and of 
the capitaljsts. That i::; quite an erroneous 
vicv.•. If ;ve 111ay appear to defend capital, 
it l:J sirnply because we ro;_cognise t:b.? impor
tant part that it plays in our L•xistonco, and 
that. if we do anything harmful, it wi!i h11ve 
a had effect indi r<'ctl v. \Y o aim to do the 
just and the right tliing for all sections of 
th~ comrnunitv, and J.o rot reprcsnnt any 
on class. I fhink that hon. memlwrs know 
that. although it suits their purpo~~, to express 
thr• Yiccv that we represent only tho capital
i~tic cla~s. 

Thl' hon. rnPrHber ah-o said that .rnany peuplo 
considered that the Brisbane tram pnrvieo 
was the lv~st in Austraila: but. ho point!:d 
out that in rcalit-v i was :--t tht> pres(~nt 
time very cougost<!d and oYercrov, ded, and 
the.• nublic suffered rnany inconveniences 
'"" ing to the poor scrvJ~f·. Th' t. is no 
doubt that tht~ service to-da.~- is in a very 
had Vi'UV. Great inconYe~liP.nc:os are suffered 
by the l.lll •lie. "X0 Pxtensions ha V') been n1ade 
fur nultn \ 1rs no Il''\V tratncars have bPnn 
built. an-d 'tllr \~·hole service lL~s deteriorated. 
L'p to 1916 I beliew that it was the best 
!'Prvice in Australia. 1:~ ou rc."civcd cunrt; '~Y 
fror1 the etnployE, s and an cxc, !l·- nt scrvico 
right through. Conditi,..ns ha\'c chang.~d, and 
now it i:3 probably tht"\ "'1-vor~t service 1n 
Australia. \Yhat is the r<'ll'<m for that great 
change'! Jt is ~ilTIJlly Lecal;<~C ~f the intc;
ferL·ncP of thf' Gov0rnrncnt \VIIh the cornpany s 
oper<:ttious. The cmnpany has not kno\vn 
whrre it stood: it has been ha1npercd and 
interfered with at every turn; in fact, it 
haB been per-. cuted: and thrr-ats .hav-e bt.:,en 
lnvelled it. In such circnm:3tances ~~me 
could not e>"i:pcct it to risk. further cap1tal 
when it did not know 1vhere 1t ~tood or w~at 
was goillg tn hnpp0n llt'xt. TlH' Prerruer 
the oth(:r night sc·.·mPd to put all thf' blaH~t~ 
on the 'Trrrlll\;·ay:". t•oinpany. I contPnd 
that it i~- the GOvernn1ent's fanlt cnbr~ly. 
If. in the first plac.P, ~h:'y l1<1d .intr~(~U :cd u. 
JUt '.S!lf(' :-illt'h "n,o: ihl:", ]11 tPLtd Ot l:lJ.Klllg the 
thn at: the did. culn1inatiug- j.n the passage 
of the Brishanc Trannvay Purcha;-Je AC't, 
thino.; n1i.t.rht hnYL' }H:'''ll diH\'n ut. That 
rti.!~fl~u:rc cr0atr:::1 a n.•ry bad inlprc~siOJ: in the 
f;nnncial wcrld. n:J it s_.,-..-oure-1 of the break
i.no- of contrac·~.~. Ccrtainlv. it disgusted the 
T-I~'lnlway::: Conq101n~· to ~u"ch ,n extent. that 
I personally think that tho company will be 
y. ry g-Ld ta gc t rid of the trarrnvays. 

The Premier said the company wanted 
ridiculon~ {'Oncessions if they wero granted 
an extension of the franchise. "'~tturally,' as 
the• result of tbeir past expenence, they 
¥;antod to be t<lfeguarded. I think they were 
justified in asking for these safeguards. No 
devclopnwms ha ye taken placl for years, _and 
thev ha ye not risked any further cap1taL 
The hon. member for ::i<Iaryborongh quoted 
a lot of figures from the ~alancc-s_h?e.s of the 
<'Olnpany, but I am. not In a posit~on to say 
,. hethcr his deductwns were cnrred '?r not. 
He made some remarks about the d;ndends, 
a,nd stated that in one year tllP company 
declared a dividend of 11~ per cent .. and he 
then spoke of the rapacity of the company 
an<:! of capitalists generally. The hon. m<;m
ber was quite wrong in hjs view c;mcernmg 
the dividends paid, a":d ?1s d~duc~10ns were 
quite erroneous, and It IS qmte likely that 
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tm cl~ductions with regard to the balance
sh<>L' were also wrong. I would like to read 
ihe dividends made by the company. On the 
preference shares, 5 per cent. has been paid 
since 1901, on the ordinary shares no divi
dends were paid up to 1907. in which year 
.2 per cent. was paid; in 1908, 6~ per cent. 
was paid; in 1909, 7 per cent. was paid; in 
1910, 8~ per cent. was paid; and since that 
time 8 per cent. has been paid. If you 
.average the dividends paid since the incep
tion of t.he company, they will not be found 
to be excecsive for Lhe money invested. \Vhcn 
the trams were first started, the electric 
~ystem was in its infancy, and there was still 
a lot to be learned about it. A certain 
amount of risk was involved, and the com
pany was entitlt•d to fair and le"itimate 
profits on its capital. There must be an 
incenti·vo to cause people to invest and 
rlevelop an enterpri .. e. The arguments used 
by the hon. member for Marvborou~h were 
.quite nt fault. If this measure h~d been 
brought in in 1916 or 1917. when negotiations 
were commeneed, the Government would 
undouhtull.v have made a much better deal 
<ban they 'an make to-day, for the reason 
t-hat the b·arnway systen1 was in good order, 
and Wao a good asset at that time. It would 
haYe been taken over in first-rate order. 

:'11r. GLEDROX: The hon. member must know 
i:hut we could not take them over till 1920. 

. :\lr. F'LETCHER: Arrang·cments cou:d 
lla ve been nwde to prevent the arrest of 
<lcvelopment by the company. The companv 
would have looked after the trams a.nd kep.t 
them in better order, vvher<?Ls now we are 
'taking over what is not a good concern. L"'
trcmendous a rnount of n1onev will ha Ye to b; 
'"pent in extensions. repairs, and rolling-stock: 
Probabl~· we shall have to spend from· 
;£2,500,000 to £3,0CO.OOO before the system is 
m good orrler. \Ye hear on all sides that 
the tr:nm ha•-o not been kept in the condition 
that thPy were in tho past. No new cars 
baYe been built for sorne years. If \Ye can 
ha.-e certain amendments r arrierl we shall 
probably be able to have this '"~rk ea rried 
out. In bringing in this n1easurc therr~ should 
be oomo alternaliH.· \Yhat alternatives cm 
yon presc11t '? There can be onlv t\YO-onl: an 
extension of the e:onlpan""-'s {ranchise .and 
thr Dther purchase bv the '"GoYcrnmont.' The 
first is practically an"in1possible thln!T to-day~ 
T?e cr:mvarn· has stated the terms upon 
wluch 1t 1s prepared to accept an extension 
?i the franchi·o·•. The company is extreme in 
1t, tenn· because it does not kno"v vYhat con
ditions will be imposed upon it next. Tlw 
Prf'micr pointed out the other night that. if 
the fnnchise was extended for another 
twenty years, the position would b0co1ne very 
much more difficult, and it was better to 
take over the system now, a, the s.<tme 
difiir;I~ties and ronsi·dcrably n1orc expcndlturl' 
wru1d he enhileJ in twentv ye<tr·' time. 
The otht'l' conrsc·-thc purch.-tSe bv •he GO\-Pl'll· 
HH'nt-is unthinkable, li'' ,twiihRtandinO" th1.' 
fact that the Gowrnment passed then Bris
bane Tramway Purchase Act in 1920. The 
Premier has stated that a mietake wa' made 
in that Act. It was certainly an admission 
of great weakness on the part of the Govern
n1ent that th-y even considered for one 
moment such a proposal. It would have 
been an unsound proposition to have 
1nc.un'f'd the liability of purchasing the 
Bnsbane trams and then make the people 
,of Queensland pay for it. The country 

people haVE' no interest in Brisbane tramways, 
and w' have already enterprises and other 
things that tho people in the country have 
to suffer for without adding these tramways. 
Tb ere i n good dr;ai of differeEce of opinion 
concerning the matter of a referondun1 of 
t],, electors, and I think hon. members 
opposite ha Ye shown great inconsistency in 
that regard. According to their platform, 
thev tnr;·d for the refer, ndum, ,-et in thie 
insiancf' they are not going to hav8 a referen
dum. They believe in democracy, in one
adult-one-.-ote, and in trusting the people, 
and all that sort of thing, but in this case 
they are against it. 

At 10.7 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resurr<ed the chair. 

Mr. FLETOHER: They believe in a 
rden•ndum when it suits their purpo'e, but 
when it does not suit their purpose they 
will no' ha vc anvthing to do with it. It 
shows that they ·are not sincere in the_se 
mattc•rs. The hon. member for South Bns
l :.ne said it "·ould be dangerous to have a. 
referendum. because the people might be 
rr:ish•d. There is a good deal in his argu
nJent. lwcause the people very often are 
misled. p,,ssibh he holds that view because 
the people were· so misled at the last election 
that thcv returned this Government. The 
people do not get a chance. They are told 
a I! 'arts of things. and they are not in a. 
position to know the true state of affairs. If 
the P' ople were really told the true state 
rf ;j{'air~. and the exact l)Of:itioll \vas put 
IH•forc them, vou could trust the people. 

Tbe hon. member for Aubigny expressed 
the opinion that the tramways should be self
~upponing·. aud I agrPP vvith his \·ie\v. 
l f ther is a.ny 1o;;;;s on thP trarn \\a vs in 
t·np vrar. then th:tt .loss honld hf' ·made 
n:i h~· ~~n inc' C'n~e in the fares or by so1ne 
other. means. It is an unsound proposal 
and a most dangerous one that any loss 
should be made good by the ratepayers. The 
ratenaver.-: in Brisbane at present have tre· 
rncn(lolls taxpq to pay, and we do not know 
what the rates •c·ill be in the future so far 
as the \YatN and Sewerage Board is con
' ·rd< 1. Then t hP tO\Yn hall is being built, 
and th<' local authoritv taxr1 will be very 
hnn·. and under this ·Bill we do not know 
wh<:xt. ,,·ill be nece\-s8ry to cover any loss 
made hv the trust. \Ye do not know what 
:-ort of ~l trn:t \ve may have in a few years. 
The pc::. -~onncl n1av change, and you may 
ha ,.e n1cn on the tru:=:t with extrem·o views. 
and thov rnev Pxtend lines in directions that· 
are not· ju"tif,:cblo. and tlwy may reduce the 
fare. for the people, make heavv losses and 
make tlw ratepayers pay for them. I am 
quite mre that. if thf' Prf'mier will g-ive the 
matter consideration, he will see the unsound-

of the propor·<l as it stands. Although 
j1· proYidf'd in thr regul:· t.ions that. 
the b'n~t shall ha ";e po,,~,~r to inrrca '·A 
1 h, farv,. that in 1tsf'1£ is in:;:ufficif'nt.. 
Th Bill ·should definit'olv st.ate that tl1o 
tr 'mv;,-a Y3 must bl' self-snPportlng. In rn:v 
olJinion: that j<;:: th• g-reat ·wcaknr ,s of 
this measure. If amendments are insertn,d 
on those lines, I think the Bill will .be 
immensely improved. I hope the Pren:ller 
will give consideration to that suggestwn, 
bEcause it is of very great importance. 
Another important point is in regard to the 
control of traffic. With tlw advent of motor 
services. which are only in their infancy, ~ 
think it is necessary that the trust shoula 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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have control of all pa.<senger traffic in !he 
city and suburbs; otherwise it will not know 
where it stands. If a motor-car service is 
inaugurated and it comes into competition 
with the trams, a very heavy loss may resub 
in connection with t.he trams, and I think 
it is necessary to safeguard the trust in th.1t 
direction. Another point is the elimination, 
as far as possible, of Government control. 
If you have a trust appointed by the local 
authorities, it should have undivided control 
of the undertaking. The hon. member for 
South Brisbane said that he hoped it would 
be arranged that t.be men who were dis
mi ·-s~ed from the tramway service in 191.2 
•hall be reinstated; but it would be very 
unjust to handicap the trust with such a 
condition as that. I mention that to show 
the ridiculousness of g1 vmg anyone the 
power to n1akc such a suggestjon to the 
trust. The Government might force such 
a condition upon the trust, i.f they had th0 
power, and it would be most undesirable. 

Tho·-.e are the chief points which occur to 
me at present ; espe, •ially with regard to 
the tramwa.\ s being self-supporting·, and the 
C''ntrol r>f the traffic being sa.feguarded. It 
will have a deteriorating effect on sales of 
property and the advancement of the city 
if there is a danger of heavv financial 
burdens being placed on the ratepayers. I 
hope tha,t the Premier will recognise !he 
necessity of accepting amendments in the 
directions I ha vc indi<1tcd. When the Bill 
gets into Committee, I shall have something 
more to say about it. 

Question-That the Bill be now Tead a 
second time-put and passed. 

The consideration of thP Biil in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

The House adjourned at 10.19 p.m. 

University Site Bill. 




