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1380 Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. [

FRIDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 1923,

The Speaxer (Hon. Bevtram, Maresz)
tool the chair at 11 a.

BRISBANE TRAMIVAY TRURT BILL,
SECOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DisaTe.

Mr. VOWLES (Dulby): Ever since 1 have
been.in this House—at any rate, since 1913—
periodically we have been considering mat-
ters affecting the Brisbane Tramways Com-
pany in the foxm of legislation ang agwee-
ments and in other directions to such an
extent thet it has made confusion more ¢
founded. When anybody attempts to truce
the history of the business and find what thv
position is as between the company and the
Government, 1t Is  very infricate. vers
involved, and very dense. Mr. Denhum, in
1913, introduced certain legizlation, the ¢i
of which was that in 1920 the local authoritie-
would be empowered to purchase the 1)lunt
of the Brisbar Tramways Compdnv Y
going concevu. The principle laid dows rhtb
was municipal uon—th municipal bodies
were to contrel it. The legislation which b
now been brought forward is an attemipt
the part of the Government to briuzg tha®
principle into «ffect, but withoui consulting
the local authorities, without giving them the

5

cal
consideration to which they are entitled in
the matter, and more particularly without
consulting the people who are chiefiy inter-
ested—the people who eventuaily will have 8
foot the bill. if there iz any lability—that iv
the property-owners, who are electors under
our Local Authorities Act. The Promier
speaking the other d

said it was not }
function of the Government to run street cu

or public utilitl
The Premigr: * Or such public utilities as
street cars.” '
Mr. VOWLIES: On reference to the Labour

platform, I find. under the he ading  of
“ National Work.” that on» of their objert.
is—

¢ State ownership,
maintenance of all
cars.”’
Mr. Courins : Read plank
—“ Municipal Control.”
Mr. VOWLES: Thiz i+ only mentisn
now becau veu arve feisting it on o t
focal authoriti gainst their wisl :
ing to the Premier. there has beoen
tion on the part of the public from
time for the purrhase and callnm on of the
trams by the Btate. The peonle have boen
complaining that the G(,\'orzm have
adopted a “ dog In the manger’ attirude—
that they will not <do anvthing to assist ths
community, aud that they are ray in @ Hinar-
cial position to do it themselves. The Govern-
ment have realised the los which
sccumulated on the State railwarz awmd
know that 1f they tock over and crert
the Brisbane tramwayvs, it would enl> end :
our railway system has done—in financ
disaster. The public want something to b=
done which will reliove the situation 5 far
as they are concerned. The inacticu of the
Government, and the lack of tramway exten-
sions into the various suburbs, is retar
progress in those suburbs.
OrrosrTioy MEevsers : Hear,

[Mr. Vowles.

consiruction.
railwar {

4 of our platiory

hear!

ASSEMBLY.)

Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill,
VOWLE3: Not only is it retarding
;' yie+s, but it 1s one of the factors which

huve brought
nad that blo
invest further

about uncemployment, because,
company been empowered to
capital, or if something had

besrn c{opo by the Government in some other
diven 1on vchm(bv those extensions which are
0 badly veeded were iade, look at th

smount of employment which would have
boen ereated during the last two or three
3 That is what is exercising the publie
mind to-day, and also the congestion, so far
as traffie 1s concerned. It is not a yeason-
able thing to expect the company under such
ditions to expend further capital in plant,
! stock, or in any other direction for
the eonvenionc e of the public when they are
vot receiving any consideration themselves.
uite rees \utlv a meeting of the directors of
the Brisbane Tramways Company was held
. Loudon, and the reporta of that meeting
bled out to us in Queensland. I notive
the chairman of the company express
w+ hope. He said—
*We hope that the Government of
ensland will treat us in a business-
like way; and if they do, they will find
they will be able to raise money at a
vate much less than they recently had to
ray in New York.”
it does that show? It shows the feeling
sccurity that there is amongst the pro-
~owners and the persons interested in

bu It shows that the capitalists
who arve interested in this large concern do
not trust the Government when we have a

sratement like that, which suggests that they
have not had a fair deal in the past. They
ars» hoping that the Government are at last

golng to relent, and that this time they will
b prepared to do the falr thing.

The

PREMIER :
party ?

Ay, VOWLES: I think it is an improper
thn v for the hon. qentlemau to throw sug-
1ons and innuendoes aeross the Chamber
which are likely to cause ’nouble

The Preavmer: You say that the capitalisks
A2 not trust us—1 am asking you if they
w~t the Country party.

2ir. VOWLES: When I sec that sneer on
z'm- e of the hon. gentleman I know
he means business or insult. If he
means isult, he will gei it. The hon. gentie-
man will get it if he looks for it, I thought
wir were settling down this morning in a
ness-like wav to deal with a matter involv-
m of £1,200,000, so far as the Govern-
are concerned, but involving a much
sum on the part of the company. I
vetand from the newspapers this morn-
aud from a conversation which I had last
yib with cortuin gentlemen connected with
public affeirs in Brisbane, that a deputation
was o casl on the Premier this morning.
Ppesiea: They did not
ments with me.
VOWLES: According to the papers,
+arrangements were made. I know the
~ of the deputation. We were told that
cccaston the JTome Secretary met the
entatives of the local authorities, and
v)wbﬂbiv the Premier was present. We were
teld that those representatives were consulted
about this question of a tramway trust, and
that two responsible persons wer: present—
namely. the mayor of Brisbane and the
mayor of South Brisbane. We were told

Do the capitalists trust the

L5

make any
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ed themselves in agreement
v I am informed that that
am teld that they expr
in support of the prine

‘rn a

they were net given an oppot

an opinion. ihnv were also \\\onl
¢y o far as those matters are
I think that the statement that \Vh
made-~thst they sgreed to the Government
proposal—is unfair them and mnisleading
1o this Chamber

PREMIER :

That is not so.

My, VOWLES: I am informed that zh_ﬁt
is corrcet. They did vot consent to the prin
ciple that the electors were not to be con-

sulted in the expenditure of this money or
the acquiring of the¢ money, as the case may
be. The local authoritics have turned the
matter down, and they are supposed to be
interested. fhov did not consider tha: they
had a mandate from their elcctors empower-
ing them to deal with such a gigantic matter
as this, In a way, it is contrary to one of
the undml. ing ])rmclples of the TLocal
Authoritics Act—that is, the submission to
the electors—formerly to the ratepayers—oi
all matters affecting Toans in connection with
pub ic works.

When another measure was before this
Chamber for consideration—I refer to the
Wheat Pool Bill—the Government agreed to
the prmuple that, where innovations wera
made, the people mferbted should have the
opportn mtv of expressing their opinions for
or against the proposed legxslatxon I ask
the Pren.icr why he cannot apply that prin-
ciple to this Bill also? The hon. gentleman
is one of those who always say, ‘ Trust the
people.”

The PrEMIER: The reason is that it is only
asked to defer the time in order that the
company may get a renewal of the franchise.

Mr. VOWLES: How are they going to
get that except through the Government ?
How long is it going to take to have =
referendum of the persons interested? If
that is the Premier’s objection, I offer thi
suggestion to him: Let him pass this_legis-
lation in the form we agree to. and when it
comeg to the third reading. defer it uniil
such time as a referendum has been taken:
or let the Bill pass through the varvious
stages in this House, but let it mot be pro-
claimed until the persons interested have
expresved their opinion upon if,

The PreMIER: That 1is, to allow the
“ Courier 7’ and the company to fool the
electors. R

Mr. VOWLES: That is the attitude the

hon. gentieman always takes up, He say
that this measure is urgently desired by the
people of the metropolitan district. Surely
he can
matter of such great importance as this?
has to realise thac it is not the proper
owners, but the electors of the whole district
who would vote—the most popular vote we
could possibly have, a vote of the mdlwdualq
who use the trams, and not merely those who.
in the event of any deficiency, will have the
responsibility of making it up. These are
the people whom the Premier is not prepared
to allow to vote on the matter.

The PREMIER: Would you advocate that
they should support it or that they should
turn it down?

trust them to record their votcs in a
He

el
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1d take an active

1 am not one of those who
part in the campaign.

A You would allow the
¢ take an active part, though.

£ If envbody is to take an
Ve tdlt in it, the Premier and his follow-
aud  those persons interested in  the
»of this measure—that is, members of
i dnthmitio concerned, some of whom'
in feveur of it—will do all the
clectionerring and propaganda work required
Jor the purpese,

COom-

The PreMiEr: No.
OWLES: If the Premier is not pre-
allow those persons who are
ouly in a very minor way—the

2 ‘Who are oomg to receive only advan-
and not dimadvantages—to vote upon
nutter, he is going right back on the
principle of democracy that we should always
trust the people,  When this matter came
Lefore the meeting of shareholders of the
company in London, the chairman, Mr.
Beeston, had this to say—

““The accounts showed that the total
cceipts of the Brisbane Tramways Com-

pany  were £566,073, and the total
cxpenditure, including a provision of
£€0.005 for British and colonial taxa-

tion, £437.721. the net profit thus being
£92.382, which, with £23.461 brought in
from the previous year, left an available
balance of £115812.  Of this amount
0.000 had been applied in payment of
a dividend, leaving £15,812 to be carried
forward. The tramwars have carried
1,180,381 more passengers, and run 60,341
more car- -miles over the same length of
and although ’rhe traffic receipts
inereased £17.5 the company
1os earned | £10,678 Iess profit, due
citirely to arb;tmw interference with
cuy vight to adjust fares to meet the
advance in  wages decreed by the
yrdustrial Court.”

PreMIER @

.
i fie

You do not like paying

My, VOWLES : The point is this: Here is
ompany which is able to show a profit on
ES T pandvng business, carrying a larger
pumber of persons and earning a larger
smount of money in the way of fares than
therto, anhougn 1ts ploh‘m are curtailed
and certain rights which it had by legisla-
Yicn ave interfered with by the Commissioner
of Prices, who refused to permit an increase
in far

The PrEMIER: If ther h
tzmy not uphold them?

VOWLES:

ave rights, why do

They had those rights
: surh time as legislation was bvouwht
in interfering with them. By plochmatlon
ther could ha\(‘ been declared a “ ner essary
(mmpomr Technically the company came
within the ambit of the Sugar Acquisition
Aet, and br proclamation it was precluded

from  doing what the Government did in
rerpect of their own suburban rajlways—
that i raise the fares.

The Premier: Do you know what the
company’s proposal was?

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a question of
what the proposal was. The Government
precluded the company from exercising the
right which it had by statute, while the
Government then: ~e1veq raised the freights
on the suburban railways, their justification

Mr. Vowles.]
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being the increased wages' sheet. The same

Ju\txhcatxon applied to the mway
Company.

The Previer: We did not prevent the
raising of the fares—they could have done
that. We asked them to submit thems lves
to an inquiry, which they refused to do.

Mr. VOWLES: There was unjust inter-
ference with the company. The Lvovﬂr"“u,n*
interfered  with  the company’s statutors
rights. They have been interfering with

them at every turn. I hold no brief for the
Tramways Company. (Governuent laughter.)
This is & matter that dows not affect ('nwhy

interests, and the onl= reason = a1
speaking is because there are A big
principles involved. As a country vopresen-
tative, I object to the sum of L2.006.000, or
what-ver amount may be required, being
levied for the duplication. practically. of the
railway service in Brisbane. The company

is supplying that service to the publis to-
day. We shall have to borrow a huge sum
of money simply to chupze the owneeship.
If the money has to he borrow:d, it could
be better used on developiient i in the count
such as in the building of agricaltural raii
ways and in other directiom.

OprosiTION MFPMBESS « I{ear,

Mr. VOWLES:

hear !

Why should this Queen
Strect Government compel the finding of
this huge sum of mone'. and push this under-
taking on to the people in the m r\h’mpohmt'
local authority areas sgainst their

Mr. Duvsran: You would rather heve the
profits zo out of the country.

Mr. VOWLES: 1
that a large number of the
holders veside in the city
13 nei a one-man company. It is a company
whose shares are quoted on the Stock
Exchange, and have always been regarded
s one of the soundest investments in Oucens-
Jand.  Where people wish to make provision
for the future in “hat might be called gilt-
edged sceurities, they purchase these shares.
This story about Fnazlish shareholders is all
very weil, but there is a vory large share list
in Quecnsland, We hear talk about sending
monecy out of the country. Are not the
gentlemen who use that argument complain-
and

tramw share-
of Brishuve, It

ing hore almost every day that we
other persons outside the Chamber ‘have

been the cause of preventing Iinglish loan
money coming into Queensland? If they
desire it in one direction for the advancement
of the State, suvely they should not object
to the income being sent home to the people
who find the capital which is sont out here?
1 am not concerned abont whether they are
English or Australian sharcholders.  We
should have the same respect for our contracts
and our arrangements with Hnglish people

as with Australians. The principle is just
the same. There should be no undue inter-
ference by Parliament with statutory powers.

more particulerly in a case like this where
been invested

huge sums of money have
and an undertaking entered into on the
security of a contract, an agreement, and an
Act of Parliament.

The PreMiEr: How does this Bill inter-
fere with statutory powers?

Mr. VOWLES: I am dealing with what

we have found in the past. These matters
have to be taken into consideration later in
determining the basis of the compensation that
is to be made to the company. There iz an

[Mr. Vowles.

am under the impression

atterpt, oven now, to interfer: statutorily
with the rights of the company by determin-
ing the basis, from which there 13 to be ne
appeal. TEven then we are not doing the
correct thing unless we leave it to the “eourt
to determive. Once that is determined, you
cannot appeal against the basis. If you can
appeal against it in one ducctxon, “hy intor-
{re with anybody’s rights? It is the inhereat
right of every individual to appeal.

Mr. BRENNAN: Do you say that a monopoly
sheuld be paid goodwill?

My, VOWLES: The hon. member has
ronopoly in the head; 1 was going to say
*“on the brain,”” but he has not got any
Drairy Anvbod) who says that the Brisbane
Tramways Company is a monopoh does not
lumw what he is talking about. You have
only to inspeet the share register to find that
nothing of the kind.

r. BRENNAN: I would not like to have
ittle brains as you.

The SPEAKER: Order!
tion= are disorderly.

Mr. VOWLES: On previous occasions a
osood deal of debate arose with respect to the
interpretation of the term *‘ tramway.” It
would apprear to me that the company is not

]L 15

as

Personal reflec-

gotting fair treatment so far .as that is
concerned.  We know that on account of the

attitude pted by this Government, the
company, for its own protection and for the
protection of the people WhO use the tram-
ways, was compelled to spend a certain por-
tion of its mpl‘ml in improvements which

were outside its charter. I understand thag
utider this definition of * tramway 7 not only
the  power-houses, repair shops, carsheds,
riils, rolling-stock, cables, wires, etc., as men-
iioned in that clause. which were erected

according to charter, but everything else that
was done by the company for its own con-
venience and for the convenience of the public
cutside that charter, will be taken over, and
the company will receive no compensation for
II.

The Previer: Give me an example of what
vou refer to.

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman will
refer to the debates in previous sessions, he
will get that information—he ought to know.
The trust is to be constituted bv eight mem-
bers.  Why s it tecessary to have eight?
Whe not make it cighteen?

The PreMiER : Move an amendiment in that
divection. :

Mr. VOWLES: Presumably, the Govern-
ment realise that there is safety in numbers.
Personally, 1 think three or five members
would be quitc sufficient.

The PrEMIER: That would cut some of the
local authorities out of representation.

VOWLES: T think they are bemg cug
11 as it is. It is 1m1)ox;1ble tn give them
full represeutation unless every local autho-
rity has a vote on the trust. Why is it
necessary to have two Government nominees?
Why should the Government think it neces-
sary that they should appoint the chairman?
Why do the Government come into this busi-
ness at all?
The PREMIER : Because of the liability.

Mr. VOWLES: What liability?
The Promigr: The Government have te
give a guarantee.
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Mr. VOWLES: We are told by the Premier
that the tramways are a going concern, and
fhat the concern will be able to pay its own
way and create its own sinking fund, 1f it
does not create a sinking fund the Govern-
ment have the property-owners in the various
localities on whomn they can levy a rate.
“There can never be any shortage. If the
revenue from the tramways 1s not sufficient.
the Government have an immediate remedy.

The Preyier: Did not the Kidston Govern-
ment provide for Governpicnt representation
by a chairn nan o: ; the Aletropolitan Water and
Hewerage T o.ﬂd’

Mr. VOWLES: The two concerns are
totally different. Iere vou are taking over
a going c¢oncern having a revenue. YWhere
was there any revenue with the Metropolitan
‘Water and Scwerage Board?

The Preamr: It is not
revenue:

a question of
it is a question of liability.

Mr. VOWLES: There is practically no
liability. There are three ways of finaneiz
the concern—issue of debentures, overdraft.
and Government loan.

The Preurzr: The Government would have
to guarantee the debentures issued.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should the Govern-
ment have two representatives, and have the
right to appoint the chairman?® Vou will
sind that the powers of the trust are very
eireumseribed.  The Bill provides—

“ As soon as practicable after the coun-
stitution of the trust a general scheme
for the future development of the tram-
ways. for the service of the district, shall
be prenared by the trust.

“ The trust shall submit proposals for
such general scheme to the Minisier, who
shall refer same to an Advicory Board
appeinted and paid by tho GO\CIHO! in
Council at the expense of the trust.’

We do not know too much about this Advisory
Board except that the experts are to be
appointed by the Government. That Advisory
Board scem to be the peonle who will advise
the Governor in Council. The Bill further
provides—
¢ The general scheme shall not be
adopted by the trust until it has received
the approval of the Governor in Council.”
The PREMIER:

That is very reasonable.

VOWLES: It is necessary, but there
is too much “ Government ”” about it. There
are Government nominees and a Government
chairman. The trust can do nothing at all
until they submit the matter to the Govern-
ment. The functions of the trust are practi-
cally nil, because the Advisory Board steps in
and advises the Covernment. and if the
Government are satisfied they put the finish
ing touches on it. The functions of the trust
are practically nothmg

The PrEvier: It is on the same lines as
the Adclaide Trust.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not
Adelaide Trust is.

Mr. BrexNax : You should know; you have
got the brains.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think you have
got the brains.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr., VOWLES: The first difficulty that L

know what the

fnd in this Bill is the fact that, apparently,

for no reason at all, the principles of the
Leeal Authorities Act are to be broken.

The Previer: What principles are those?

Mr. VOWLES: The principles that, when-
ever a loan is applied for, the electors have
1o be consulted.

The Previr: There is no poll in connec-
tion with the Metropolitan Water and
Sewerags Board in such matters.

Mr. VOWLES: 1 ane not talking of the
Metropelitan Water and Scewerage Board.

The Preayir: It is an analogous case.

Mr. '\'UV\'LES: It is
case at all. Wimr 1'5
‘m(horme& have
gentleman told us?

s

not an analogous
the resson that the local
‘gone cold,” as ths hon.

10 PreviER : Because of the objection of

hw = Courier.”
AMr. VOWLES: T do not think so at all.
We must realise that the members of thess

local bodies have backbone, and they have
opinions of their owa.

The PremieR: I do not think so.

Mr. VOWLES: I do.
very strong-mminded men.

The SrcRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You cannot & i for my electorate. My
people favour 1t

Mr. VOWLES:

Some of them are

If they favour it, why do

vou not give them an opportunity of voting
on it?

The SecrgrarY FOr PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
They do not need it.

Mr. VOWLES: Quite a number of local
authorities whose representatives are asked
to incur a lmponmblh_ on behalf of the
ratepayers in their local authorities have
said that they will have nothing to do with
it. as they have not had an opportunity ‘of
consulting their people.

The Prguier: It was included in the last
Nationalist programme.

Mr. VOWLES: Thke policy was that the
trams should be munlcmlhsod but they have
given no details. I have always stood for
Lhaf in local gov elnment but when the repre-
sentatives of the local authoritics asked the
(tovernment to bring in legislation which is
very necrssary, and to put them in a position
to conszult their ratepayers, they refused.

y .did they vefuse? A most extraordinary
position arises. We are told in the Bill—

“(1.) The aldermen of the Council of
the pxt\ of Brisbane shall from time to
time by ballot elect two persons to be
members;

“(2.) The aldermen and councillors of
the Councils of the City of South Bris-
bane and the Shires of Balmoral, Coor-
paroo. and Stephens shall from time to
time together by ballot elect two persons
to be members; and

(3 The aldermen and councillors of
the Councils of all the other areas com-
prised within or partly within the dis-
trict shall from time to time together by
ballot clect two persons to be members.

“(4) With respect to the election of
members the provisions set forth in the
First Schedule to this Act shall be
observed both as regards the first and all
subsequent elections: Provided that in
the case of the first election the Governor
in Council shall appoint the retmmng
officer, who shall report to the Minister
the names of the persons elected.”

Mr. Vowles.]
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local government have

The representatives of
swprove of the

decided that ther do not

seheme, suining they go still further and
ide not to appolint rvey ives on the
What position will th C The

wnor in (ouncil. under 11, will

and to
representa-
1ot even

have power to fill fhese vava
4+ sornebody who 15 not even a
tive of the atepay ors, end who mas
be a resident of the arca.

The PrevaiEr: We act reasonal

My, VOWLES:
evidence of 1t. I must say
have not seev evidence of it
I am ot putiing a supposititious case before
this Iouse, becavse we know the local
authorities have deeided that they are not
going to be parties to it.

The Preymigr: We do not know that.

br. VOWLES: We do know it. They
have said publicly that they have decided to
turn the proposal down. What position
arizes ? It is competent for the Governor in
Council or the Home Secretary to nominate
a trust, and that trust may consist of dis-
interested persons who are not =ven clectors
or ratepavers in the avea.

The PreEMier: We will take good care thet
they are not disinterested persons.

Mr. VOWLES: We have only the Pre-
statement for that. Those are the
which should be includ:d in an Act
arliament; they should uot be left to
the caprice of tho Premier or a Minister, or
anyhody clie. I do pot propose to go int
the details, because there are manv

e to see samo
that so far I
in this House.

T would

[11.30 p.m.] amendments which will be bmungt
: forward in Cominittee, and I will
deal ) minor matters then. The machinery

om~ to be all right. It 1
nich 1 object, such as
a,xd using it for lho city

part of ths B3l »
the big principl-s
obtammw mouney

of Brisbatie—which is ummed EEER gain
to  the d)srogmd of the nrmcxplm of
local government.  Another objectionable

pri n(-mle is the provision whereby the trust
which is to be created may possibly be a
palitieal trust.

The PreMIER: No
. My, VOWLES: Ti is more than possible;
it may be.  How do we know whether the
Premier will not dominate the onnel of
the trust? " ’

The Preyigr: Although Governments in
other plases have interfered in that wav, the
present Government have not taken similar
action here.

Mr. VOWLES: Under the Bill, as it
stands, the appoiniment of individuals of a
certain political colour might be made. How
do we know that those same outside forces
will not influence the Government?

The PRIVIER: No.

Mr. VOWLES: That position has arisen
now. If the local authority representatives
determine not to he a party to this proposal,
and do not hold the ballots provided for in
the Bill. then there is only one kind of
niachinery to carry out ths functlons of the
Bill. and that is for the Governor in Council
to Il up vacsncies. But how can they §II
up vacancies which are not ereated?

Mr. BrexNax : The Home Secretary has to
do that frequently in conncection with local
authorities.

Mr. VOWLES: I daresay that the Home
Secretary would like to abolish many of the

[Mr. Vowles.
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in Qucensland, because, as
arve constituted now, thes do not suit
but we have sene litle respect
lecul government.  1f the clectors in

3 stricts send theiv representa-
T do not think anvone even in this

authorities

Chavidber would hm“»s the temerity to inter-
jevs with tho ople until their term of
I has w;;n.@l But, if ihey are nos
i to be a party to the scheme, we ought
o know from the Prewmier wwhat he intends
i do. I understand that he has not seen
the deputation to which T veferred carlier.
I met ~ome of the members of it lazt night

‘l.e" I was_going home, and they told me
that it was thoir intention to sce the Premier
this morning.

The PREMIER:
with me.

Mr. VOWLES: It is generally known
that the representatives of rh(- local authori-
ties have already considered this matter, and
decided to turn it down.

Mr. Beexxnix: The Taxpayers’

Mr. VOWLES: The local authorities them-
selves, by vote in their own Lodies, have

urned it down. That being so, the Promier
<hould make an announcement as to what he
proposes to do.

The Premier: If the local authorities wilt
not participate, we shall appoint the trust
as provided for in the Bill.

Mr. VOWLES: That provision was only
put in to enable casual vacancies to be filled :
but the Government are not golng to deaf
with casual vacancies now thev are going
to deal with the constitution of the whole
rrust. That is one of the things we should
take into consideration. T would suggest to
the Premier that he should seriously consider
at this stage the queostion of doing what he
did in oo.mooémn with the Wheat Pool—that
is, after legislation is created here. allowing
the matter to be held over until such time as
the peopls interested have expressed their
opinion. If they say they are in favour of
the Bill, T feel sure that the local authorities
will come in behind ir: but the position is
ancertain now. Whatever the local authori-
ties do. they want to get the sanction of the
ratepavers concerned. If this measure passes
through this Chamber. there wi i1 be no objec-
tion by the local authorities to its passage.
They will simply let it go to the persons
interested. and, if those persons agree to it,
the loral authorities will accept it quite
readily.

The Preyizr: The Tramways Company
will do its best to influcnce the minds of the
cleocters.

Mr. VOWLES: Why should the Tramways
Company interest itself in that way? I am
given to understand it is in favour of the
Bill. If th> hon, gentleman says it is a
right thing to legislate and deal specifically
with anv particular company. I do not agree
with him, as I do not think it is a right thlLD,

Subclanse (2) of clause 16 states—

“ The amount of purchase money pay-
able for the traviway by the trust upon
the a<=umptxoq of ownership of the tram-
wav by the trust, and the basis or prin-
ciple upon which the same shall be
asscxsed. and the court or person by whonr
such purchase money shall be assessed,
shall be the same as if the compulsory
purchase from the company wers made
under the Tramways Acts, 1862-1890, and

They made no arrangement

Association.




Brishare Tramway LTrust &

the Brishans Tramways Act of 1813, and
any agreements made m pursuance of
the lest-mentionsd Act.

Then it goes on to say that the judgment or
order ng the purchasc moncy shall state
how it i= to be paid. Then listen to this—
“ The basiz or prineciple upon which
and the court or perscn by whom such
purchise money shall be assessed shall,
in case of any disagreement or dl%pute.
rmined by the Full Court of
Queensland upon the petition of the
Minister or the company, and such peti-
tion may be mud2 at any time after the
passing of this Act.”

At 11.39 a.m.,

Mr. PoLLocr (Gregory),
of Temporary Chairm
in the chair.

The PremiER : That is to clear up ambiguity
—that is, if there is any objection.

Mr. VOWLES: They have to determine a
baris

The PreEmiEr: The company does not object
to 1t =0 far as I know.

fr. VOWLES: I understand that it does.
I understand that warnings are coming out
here from the meeting in London, where they
spoke about the determination of these mat-
tors. Here is another comment—it is going
back to the question of goodwill, and the
question of a commercial value as against
r'op}a,cement value—

one of the panel
en, relieved the Speaker

* This does not take any account of the
crrmercial value, and we are warned
the chairmun and Mr. Haldin,
that the vompany requires compen-
sufficient to return 10§ per cent.,

tion

and  that. if 1 is not granted, the
’\attc-j i1l be submitted to the Privy
[ or determination.”
That i= against their own interests, and it
looks &« 3f this is done designedly to rob

thes of their rights.
The Prexigr: No such thing.

Mr. W OWLES: That is the basis on which
v appeal—they can only appeal on

W ensTaN: It shows how
can cuploit the State.

Mr. VOWLES: No. The principle to be
COH%QO!\"I is whether we should introdues
tation to deal specifically with a com-
or whether it sheuld he of general
ation.  Should it determine the rights
pic_enee those rights have been estab-
: is a confiscation and an interfer-
ir rights, and it is a principle I
0. I do not propose to speak
‘h on the matter now, but I will
‘»m I have to mak:

a company

{(South Brizhane): The
; on stated his objection
the details in the Bill, and he
was agninst the Bill in principle.
The oe reason which he gave for being
opposed 5 the prineiple was that he, as a
count lry v presentative and the leader of the

7(‘ ran
alsa saad

Ceu objecied to the expenditure
of for the taking over of the
trarcs and tne provision of a duplicate rail-
way system in Brisbane, while the country

will have the responsibility of finding security
1922—5 &
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for the mioner borrowed. That is cne thing
that the Bill dess not prepose to do. It does
not impose upsn the poowle of the country
any responsibility in conncction with what-
ever oxpenditurs will be brought about by
the acquisition of the wrams. The purpose
of the Bill is to put that responsibility, not
on the people of the country, but on the
people of the =rea which is served by the
tramway operations.

Mr. Frercrer: You mistake what he said
~—he did not mean that.

3r. FERRICKS: The leader of the Oppo-
ition was entirely contradictory. It is
admitted by evervone that some al’cera,tlon
is necessary in the tramway system of Bris-
bane. For some years past the newspapers
have given it out. and the man in the street
has taken it up, that the Brisbane tramway
service was very near perfection. It was
given out that it was excellent as a transport
system; that it was easily the best in Aus-
tralia, and that that was due to the opera-
tions of a private concern. That was stated
s0 often that people came to believe that it
was true. A comparison of the conditions
of travelling in Brisbane, bad as they were
prior to 1916, show that they have become
infinitely worse. Up to 1916 there was a diffi-
culty in getting tram accommodation during
the busy hours of the day—that is, prior to
the commencement of work in the morning,
during the lunch hour, and again in the
afternoon. It is quite true that prior to 1916
the traffic was congested at those times, but
during the past six years the congestion has
been accentuated, and overcrowding has taken
place not only in the busy hours of the day,
but in the central parts of the city it is
almost impossible to find scating accommoda-
tion in the trams at any part of the day.

Fromr Roma sireet to the Valley, or from
North Quay to i the rear suburbs, the
ermgsstion is so bad that an improvement is
necessary, and some altoration of the system:
riust take plare.

The ¢ Brief Ilistory relating to the Bris-
ban: Traraways {rom 29th November, 1883,
1o 3lst Deeember, 1919 issued by the
Premier, emp} ssises what hes taken place

stion of the tram service
in Brisbane in m"nn'n'bou with the tram
services in the other capitals of the Com-
mc-nwealth. A littie table st the bheck of
this ‘“ Brief History ”’ gives a comparative
statement showing the Immbm of cars in use
in the various systems, ith information
relating to the number of pasw;.ge“ We
find that the number of cars connected with
the Melbourne tramways is 1,358, the average
number of passengers carried per ¢ar per
annum being 157,420, In Sydney the rmmber
of cars totals 1,850, the average pumber of
passengers cx srried per car per annum being
234.702. Sy«dney has & population four times
that of the area which will be served by the
mdertalkng we are now dealing with.  Ade-
latds has« 180 cars, and the sverage number
of passengers carried per car per annum is
291,178. When we come to PBrisbane, and see
this splendid service. which is carried out
with such precision, and which hes afforded
such comforts for its patrons, we find that it
has 178 cars, and the average number of
passengers carried per car per annum is
382,327,
Mr. FLErcser: You know why that is.

Mr. FERRICKS: It is a shocking instance
of the traffic congestion which takes place in

Mr.

regarding the cong

Ferricks.]
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Brisbane, particulazly during the past six or

FCVen Y ears.

GOvVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., FERRICKS: There i+ a further dis.
crepaviey which I might mention for the

benchit of those who are alwuys prating about
our up-to- datc and excellent tramway serv ice.
The seating accommodation in each car in
the capital cities of the other States of the
Commonwealth i+ far higher than the seat-
ing accommodation in the Brishane cars.
We liave the particulars here, so our
authority is infallible, and the information
is the re:ult of mquny by competent authori-
tles, seatmrr provision in the trams m
use ; Adelaide, and Melbourne is
greatly in exc of tnn seating provision in
the Brisbane trams. In SydnL the number
of seats in cach car i3 cighty, while the
number of seats in the Brisbane cars varies
from thlrh six to fifty-six,  During 1921
the Adelside Trust ordered fifty additional

cars, and if they had been in use durmg
the vear 1920-1921 ther would have redugced
the average number of passengers carried

per car per annum from 291,173 to 230.515.
There we have it that in Adelaide they
provided fifty additional cars in one year,
while in Brisbane they have only provided
two new cars in six vears. That shows that
something must be done. The alternative
presented to our minds will bear examina-
tion. The first aiternative is (Government
control. which was referred to by the leader
of the Opposition. The hon, gent‘om‘m said
that the proposal laid down in this Bill is
a violation of the platform of the Labour
part_v. I am indebted to the ‘1(\,&1. member
for Bowen for the proeduetion of this little
bool\‘(\f mntammw the rules and ro'rulat‘onq
of the Labwur party, so that we are always
able to refute wild assertions of ti kind
which come from hon, wembers opposite, 1
iind on looking up the “ Liocsl Government”
plaffmm of th> Australian Labour parts
that P lanlk 6 of the General Rules reads—
*All communal enterprises, such as
tramways, omnibuses, ferries. baths,
Jizhting sr supply, and markets to be
conducted an:d controlled b the loeal
authority.”

GO v ERNMENT MEMBER? ¢
My, FERRICKS: On

ixovernment control, hon. members oan
imzgine that, if the pr t+ strap-hanging
conditions which are operating in the Bris-
bane trams, and which have been operating
in Brisbane during revent years, were cofi-
tinued under Govermment control, the people

ing, w

e

the question of

2ar,

would not submit to them., Would the people
Who sabmit  to Pconv nience and over-
g now, and who have been submitting

to it for a number of years,
twenty-four

submit to it for
hours if the trams were under
Government control? I venture to assert
that if the Government imposed such incon.
veniences on the people as private companies
do, then the people who provide the
dividends would resent it very much, and
would give the Government short shrlfr and
it would not be by means of mere eriticism,
even from a mean political party stzuldpoint.
We all remember the criticiams of short-
comings which were alleged to be operating
in the post office when a Labour CGYovernment
happened to be in power in the Federal
arena. Complaints were lodged every day

and at every meeting of a _local authontv
and at every meeting addressed by . poli-
ticlans on- every platform—politicians not

[Mr. Ferricks,
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ed with the Labeur movement—just
berause the post office was under the juris-
diction of a Government that was not out in
the intevests of the capitalistic clavs, com-
laints were mads about the post office, 1t

me same with the railway When the
railways were under the adminictration of

Drvham Government norhing was sawd
about them. To-day nothing is said about
the p office. A« soon, however, as a
Labour Government take control of these
utilities, and oo Ioavom to do the right

thing in the interests of the people. they de
not gef a fair show from the very people
who are now submitfing to these inconveni-
ences. Quite apart from that, the Premicr
poiated out f‘\at tha propossl is to do the
right thing, and to put upon the people of
the mntropo] tan area the responsibility or
visk, if there is any, of providing for their
own transport. I say it is tho duty of the
p@ople in this area to do thh Of what con-
ceru is it to the ]’)"Opl@ living in the Gulf
ot the people living in the far W whether
the tram servieo in Brishane running

smoothly or not?
REEN

They use them.

IC' And they pay when they

GOVE") “ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr., PERRICKS: There are thousands of
paople in West and the North who never
wse the sbane trams. and if the Gowarn-
ment take over the Brisbane trams, the
Government  will be equally  justified in

¢ tablishing a tramway service in Normanton,
or Roit. or any other outside place.
The o’ch“r 'xlfmnatnc is an extension of the
compa I wan very interested
duri senier’s ~ch on Weadnesday
nigl his foxmble tutement of the
I‘ho argument Vxhlah he put forth
any ov)p')sxtxon from hon. members
+inst the proposals of the Govern-
v cenvietion was borne out and
this morning after listoning to the
the leader of the Opposition.

at

confirm
speech of
What would be the position if a renewal
of the company’s franchise wers granted?
We may reasonably expect, notwiths tanding
that it Jdonn no*‘nno during recent years,
that. with & renewal of the franchise for
snother twemvone years, the company would
make a temporary Spla\h in putting down
Put even if ¢t sre done. the

nsions would be o me lines as all
thr‘ framway mileage

ih

anc; that
they =would go in the du«*ct’ona and to the
loralities which would provide the company
with the greatest amount of revenue and

0()‘)a\qu\nﬂy the greatest profit, and the hes
interests of the commumty at large and the
peoplo qenem” would be an entirely sevon-

dary consideration, if they were considerad
«t all.

Mr. Freicrer: That would be the frst
consideration.

My, FERRICKS: If extensions had honn

carried out in the past in the interests of
the community. we would not have the exist
ing ridiculous position which = ohserve in
the transport operations of the metropolitan
area.

Mr. KERR: That is caused by your intez.
ference
Mr. FERRICKS: It was done before we

ever had power to intorfere. If we had had
powet to interfere, we might have done some-
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¢hing. If the hon. member looks at the route
of the Clayfield trams, I venture to assert

that ho will find tha* the distance between
that line and the Government railway does
not average mcie than a-quarter of a mile
The tram is runnisg 1n direct (,ompemtlov
with the r: line and trying to cut into
rallway receip

My, Fraveuen: That is not correct.

Mr. FERRICKS: 1t is true on the fac: of
it.  lnstead of that line being laid down to
serve of a dl\t]l'(,t which had
not railway ccuumunication, it was run close
to a Governm railway service. I think
the time has arriv :d~hz\s more than arrive
when an end should be put to the building
of tramway extensions on those principles.

Mr. J. Joxrs: Your argument iz that the
trams should go where the people are.

Mr. FERRICKS: My argument is that
the trams should go to districts by routes
which would serve the people in the best
interests of the community as a whole, and
thet the company should not be allowed to
pick and choose and go anywhere it likes in
an endeavour to acrumulate a total profit of
£1,377,746. That system has no regard to
tha general welfare at all; but, of course,
ans private conerin would do the samne thmr
if it were allowed.

If the company wanted an extension of ifs
franchise under vrdinary conditions it would
be bad erough. and we would oppose it
«trongly: but, when we find that it wants it
on the condition outlined in the Premier’s
tatement, I say that any mdémber of this
JTouse who opposes the aecquisition of the
trams by the iocal authorities is opposed to
the best interests of the people, and that he
is wo g in the capitalistic interest, no
matter how h maz veil his attitude or suck
to hide his underlying motives. He canuot
get away from the fact that, after ali, the
present conditions ave such that no thinking
man would dare to get up and support them.
The Premier point ad out that the company
p10‘)0«~od what is known as the “ Chicago
plan.” T think we might emilv regurd them
as belng the * Chicago joke.” The company
seeks, not oniv ths usual working expenses
and thc valuation of its plant, which has been
set down at a very high figure, but it also
roquires 2 5 per cent. allowance for any new
capital that may be required, and 10 per

crnt. over that to provide for supervision.
When the ceapital value has thea boen
reached, it sets out to find the net profits.

Tt first of a¥ fa

kes off all working expenses,

nnv then deducts interoit,
and xocmm“‘{o“ to 14 pex corit.
After ¢ 1°t it owants ‘nf(‘r( t. not only on the

< apAal val 1s thero——thrc

+he operation of “stor k waterizg—at 10 per
cont.. but on anv further capital apy lied
the wuudertzking by loan it =2lso wants
interest, getting

and it wants 5 per cent. fcr

the loan moner,  After it has got =l tnat
it says to the CGovernment, We will zive
vou 25 per cent. of the net profits for ten

wears, and after that 50 per cont. of the net

profits for the remainder of the term of
twenty-one years.” I say, without any fear
of contramcnoh that any person who

(n{dvmnm that pvonmal must come to the
conclusion that it is preposterous in the
extreme that any concern should attempt to
impose such a condition on the community.
After it has accumulated profits of £1.377,746
and a capital value of £1,637,000—although

in starting the concern it probably did
put in more than £300,000-—

Mr. Irnwan . £380,000.

At 12 noon,

The Spaiker resamed the chair,

Mr. *ljf‘b:{(‘K\ I
OSJ\_) 5%

not

was goiny to
It is astonishing that such a pro-
:.r\ou.u under those circumsiances, he
tained by hon. rzembers on the other
side W ho clain to give calm consideration
and unbiassed attention to sny proposals that
b=fore them. Bus the proposals are
worss  thsn  that, because they are
immilv c'm(h*"o ed by <ev<>‘:LI little

) ‘*%c])func o;" th “ xuhmxrfu
joke.” ints to be romov od from the
operation “of the Prefiteering r(‘vemmn Act,
notv*lthsmndmg that the leader of th» Oppo.x»
ticn himself ol In us that in the last year they
were abic to show a net profit o £92 CJO
would have had an extra £10,000 but for
arbitvary interference of the Cominis-
sioner of Prices—I am using figures avail-
able frem owia report to the annual
meoticg, 1Yo hon. members onposife
that such a condition of things
we? It is not even a- decent
y propo‘a‘ If it were, I should
© first of all wants {o wet a high
rest on (‘apltal infiated by the
something in the vicinity of
a basiz of £380,000, and
ants to deduct all working expenses,
and so on, depreciation. and
1ting to 14 ez cent., and

rate of in;
conpany o
22 COO (30 from

argi
renewals
ivterest on all that camtal and then it kmdlv

am

Government
net profits
per cont. for the
uming, for the
such a proposnl was

condesconds  to  give to the
25 per cont. of the romaining
for tes jears and 50
remaining eleven years
sake of argument, that
sezepted—I cannot conceive of its being
sariously srtained, much less accepted—
what would be the position ten vears hence?

Exactly what it has been during tha past
cight or ten yoars thn is to say,
puny, with a renewal of it: franchiso

for apother twenly-ons yoars, v‘cuh make a
temporary splash and then qmet‘y but‘o;\
up. It wo: abd ‘mvb no furthesr incentive—L
ink ti 4 hon, me \nberb o'moutﬁ call
extenzions and keep  ite
systom  ge x(‘raﬂ] in a

Whatever Government
bour or otherwise, would
them at the end of tfen
ibility of kesping up the
mean of taking it over but
infaining in an up-to-date candition
sing dovn extensions, increasing roil-
ok uﬂd equipment, carrring out con-
struct ‘on work, and s forth. The enmpany
could sit back for the remaining eleven
vears and draw it3 50 per cent. of the profits,
in addition to hawmrr its previous huge
accumulztions. If hon. members om)v ite are
responding to the engineering hich  has
gone on In an ‘ntmnpt to r*mnumoture an
cbjection to this proposal, with the idea that
thoy are goinz to gain political kudos or
support, I venture to assert that their case
i5 so bad that it will not stand even an
attempt at justification on any platform in
this State.

It appears to me that hon. members oppo-
site have not given sufficient thought to the
proposal for the local authorities to acquire
the trams-—which is the third aspect to
which I desire to refer. Under the systems

My, Ferricks.]

down

and
condition
in nower, L
thrust apon

do no
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of adult suffr sased s s Guversaent
the people now virtually constiitute the lecal
anthoritics, and if the re presentatives do not
act to the satisfaction of all the people it
15 the mup‘;e"s own affair. The men thus
elected 10 mnc-i‘\« upon an adult saffreg
bosiz can oln 5 the mempoers (:f the trust o
operate the conesrn in the of the
prop! One of the ioatme& mpody
the necessity for placing responsibilisy on
lecil authorities is referred fo in ¢ ‘.1:; 3G,
whlch makes provision for the Lmrvmg out

a general scheme in connection with tram-

W'LY construction, cquiprient, and extension.
It 13 set forth in that clause that, when a
proposal {for an e ion is :made, ilie trust

g of the route for

wiil not have the cheoosin

that estcasion—quite rightly so, in my
opinion. The Governor in Couneil will
appoint an Advisory Board of experts—men
who are in a pmxt.on to ;uduc, end Wi
will sugg in which dirretion the extension
shall be carricd out, having vegard to the
best interests of the comuanuni and the

gencral welfare of the peopls s a whole.
Mr. KEEr: And not us decided by the
representatives of the people?

Mr. FERRICKS: If the repres OanLIV(‘\
of the pesple are not satisfisd
members of their truss, they ¢
remedy, because they huve od suffrage.

Hon, membm‘* on the other side profcss to
bz clamouring for ths extenzion of the tram-
wars In part.c dar districls; they say it is
a necessity; wet here they are opposing this
proposal and are endeavouring to foist on
the community genera H\ a virtnal tying up
of coxtension: begnuse, art from the pro-
posalz contained in \‘hn th go joke” a

proposal was made to tha Premier asking
{kat the company, if it was gr"n*r‘d a renewal
of its franchics. should choosn itz own sweet

time for prosecuting axy exi exgion" or for
expending any money on lakour or muterial,
er* ally 1t would be in a position not to
make any extensions at all.

In regard to the ““ Geroral Scheme,” 1% is
not 0"11V defensible but highly commendable
that some body should give airestiens
the laving out of tramvway vonfes in continua-
tion or in furtherance of the system. Then
we would not have mg ereatl ;Lr‘oman that
exicte—as I h rd to
the Clayfield line, \\hlcb hm horn T |
on rauy other suburban truymw 2y ard Ta
routrs—anomslie

way

snd which are not in fhc; intmw £

peeple. I venture to essert that hon. mern-

bors will use &5 a cateh-ory, S refugs
-upporting a bad case 1n oppmsition to 2

strong that it
ur the

te the people !
¢ with that?

i
proposal which is 20
be (‘ounh\r: 4 by

>’ Refer the matter

My : What is wre

Wy, FFRRICKS:
wrong “rith it in this ¢
the ity for the past six or seven years have

on ton of cach other

nwing to the
o

heen virtually sitting
in the busv hours of the
shoriase of tramwe commaoadaiion. The
cannat even ged standing room. Af‘(r a long
dav’ s worl on the wharves, in storss, offiess,
many of these pronle have todiens

or shons, D
waits on the strest corners before they 11”;‘
¥ s t : NG , e
able to got standing  secomme or, let

The proposa

alonn sitting ac commoda h(m
to refer this Bill to the people is not gennine:
it i not actuated by eny desire to obtam
an indication of what fhe peopie think of
the matter. It is mad» inly with a view

[My. Ferricks.
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to sidetracking the issue, te patting off the
propesal in an cndeavour to enable the com.
panv to obtain an extenzion of franchise.
When the DBrisbane Tramwazs Company
thzght that it had a pistol at the head of

the Government, when it thought ihat the
{(fovernment were fnmn ially cmbar ad, 1t

proposed that it should be the jundge when,
any coxtension of the tramway system, any
additional cquipment, or any «dditional
building should take place.

Mr. ErpminszoNe: Were not rou a sup-
porter of the Initiative and Referendum Biil?

Mr. FFRRICYS The company was to be
the judge of when money was sufficiently
cheup and when labour and material were
at a suitable price for the carrying on of those
operations., It could string those matters
over the greater portion of the first ten years,
and when it reached the halfway stage it
could button up its pockets and defy the
Government, and make the Gtovernment carry
on the tramway services at their own risk,
responsibility, and cxpense, It did not want
a referendum then, and it does not want one
now. It knows that, if it can delay this
proposal, there will be time to fan up an
agitation through the columns of the daily
Pres These people who are objecting to a
trust—the members of the Brisbane City
Council, who say that thev are not capable
of carrying ¢n a concern like this—are self-
confessedls inefficient. The confession comes
strangely from many of these great kings of
business and trade. We who are accused of
being professional politicians because we
devote the whole of our time to the line of
life which we are following, are sneerinply
referred to as having bad no business train-
ing, and as being *ncapab]o of examining
s surh as tms when they come befoxe
amber for discussion. On the other
d, we have kings of trade and commerce
-~men of great business acumen supposedly,
who are making plain to the world that,
with all their business training, with all their
experienca of trade and commerce, with their
cembined ivtellzct and business powers, they
ars not capable of taking on and running a
concern like this. It isa go(,d thing to know
ona’s limitations; but it is a poor thmg for
any mat, when he is trying to get into
Parliament, to prate of his business ability
and training, and, when he is bowing to the
will of cepitalism. to say, “I am mcapable,
I am totally ineff cient.” They are the last
people from whom that confession should
come ; it theald be left to others to say that
they have net the great business acumen and

busines< probity that thev claim to possess,
When they say it themwselves, when they go
denen— ur tively spes into the dust
end sa ‘We are mfrfud “to take on that
proposal; it is too big for us’’ my advice

to the municipal electors of the metropolitan
arca is that they should change the per-
ir local governing bodies.

Hear, hear!
in ordinary,

GoverNMeNT MEMBERS :
Put

Mr. CorLINg: comron

£

Mr. FRRRICKS: There is one feature of

; Bill which I should like to have scen
bet Wod and that is in regard to the com-
pany’s employees. I refer to those men who

were members of the Brisbane Tramways
Union prior to 1012 We all remember the
general strilie of 1812, Notwithstanding that
the company that year distributed amongst
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its fortunate sharcholders a share of profits
smounting to £75,009, the management
cbocted to the employecs forming a union,
and cbjected to paying any increased wages
the unjon might claim. All the men who
struck on that cccasion were ostracised by
the Tramways Company, and they have been
ostracised ever since.

Mr. ConLixg: Shame!

3Ir. FERRICKS: It might be said that
it is = long time to remember the strike of
1912; but it has not been too long for the
company to remember that not one of those
men who went out of employment on account
of the gencral strike was to come back into
its service agamm. They have not gone back.
Many of them do not want to go back. I
believe 570 went out on strike. Some of
them, unfortunately, are dead, and others
are incapacitated. That reminds me that,
when speaking of depreciation claimed by
the company, no depreciation is allowed to
the workers who break down through the
strain of motor driving. Many of those men
would not go back to the company if they
had the opportunity, becausc they have done
infinitely Dbetter since. The rights of those
men who went out in 1812 should be pre-
served, so that, if they want employment,
they can obtain it as soon as this concern
is released from the control of the Brisbane
Tramways Company. I hope that it will be
able to do that, and in Committee I will
endeavour to ge: as near as possible to if.

Mr. Kerr: Will the hon. member give
the employees representation on the trust?

Mr. FERRICKS: I have no objection to
the pertinent questicn of the hon. member.
I am speaking from the Labour standpoint
when I say that I think representation by
employees on boards of control of industry
is not a good thing in the interests of the
workers, and I will endeavour to show why.
The most that the workers can obtain on a
body such as a trust is one representative
elected by his fellow-workers to place before
the board or trust the desires and necessities
of the staff, Ii seems, on the face of it,
to be very feaswble, and a thing that would be
very beneficial to the employees; but I take
the wiew that a representative of the tram-
way employee: or any other section of
workers on a board of directors controlling
an induvstry, boing in a hopeless minority
by having only cne vote out of eight, as
swould be the case with this trust, would
really have no suy in the conduct of affairs.
On the other hand, he would nullify what-
ever effective results might be brought about
by the workers’ organiszation outside. Does
the Hoeuse not see that that representative
on the trust woeuld be shorn of all power, and
would not the staff generally be {old, “ What
are you growling abeut? You have a repre-
sentative on the tyust.”

Mr. Fremener: They have plenty of repre-
sentatives here.

Mr, FERRICKS: And they need them,
tco, when they have such scions of capital
as the hon. gentleman. Many companies do
admit one of the workers to sit on their
board of directors, but theyv know he is
powerless and cannot achieve anything, and

it only nullifies the effect of outside
organisations. -
Mr. Xerr: The hon. wmember must

remember that the trust will have already
been appointed by the workers.
Mr. FERRICKS: I have given the ground

of my objection. I am prepared to stand by
that objestion, because I do not think it is
in the besi intercsts of the workers, although
the omployces sometimes mistakenly clamour
for it. it is closely akin to the system of profit-
sharing, which we are told is a good thing
for the workers. VWhy the emplovers like
profit-sharing is bseause the man on top con-
trols, and he can say how much of the
profits shall be shared amongst the workers
and how much he shall retain for himself.
He is the judge. The Bill should be open to
very little opposition, and be met with
no serious hostility. As I interpret the posi-
tion, I understand that it is claimed that
there will be goodwill claimed in connection
with this concern. I awd not golng to say
“ Yy’ or ““No” on that question; it is
not for me to sav. I am not going to pre-
sume to set my opinions on that question
against the deeision which might be avrived
at by the tribunal that will determine the
matter: that is, the Full Court of Queens-
land. Assuming, for the sake of argument,
the Tull Court fixes the basis of payment.
That payment is really not compensation.
No contract is broken by this Bill. It is
merely a refusal to renew the franchise of
the company and to do something else. The
company has run its course. The leader of
the Opposition says that this is tantamount
to confiscation, but there is no confiscation.
The question of the purchase money—I use
that term rather than compensation—will
be decided by the Full Court. The Full
Court will decide whether there is any good-
will or not. It will not be competent for
either side to appeal against the amount of
payment awarded. Supposing, for the sake
of ‘argument, the court decides that there is
no geodwill, and bases the purchasing amount
on that fact. and then fixes the amount; the
Government may be dissatisfied, or the com-
pany may be dissatisfied, but they can only
appeal on the one question, and that is not
on the amount awarded, but on the basis of
assessment,

Mr, ErrsinsToNE: The court is not sup-
posed to fix the amount. The court has to
decide the basis of arriving at the amount.
That is the court’s function under the Bill.

Mr. FERRIUCKS: I think the court has
to decide whether therve is goodwill or not.
But not the amount
Mr FERRICKS: There cannot be an
appeal to the Privy Council on the amount.

Kixg: Oh. res.

My FLPHINSTONE :

Mr. «
Mr. FERRICKS: On the basis. I believe
that this Bill is in the intercsts of the

and I believe, if 1t
is carried. the Government will be con-
ferring a ‘won on the travelling public,
not only of the merropolitan  area, but
on the peopls of Queensland gencrally
who visit Brishane occasionally. When the
leader of the Opposition protested against
the fares in comparison with the railway
fares, he did not meuntion that at holiday
time it is the custom of the Railway Depart-
ment, and alwavs has been, to issue excur-
sion tickets at reduced rates, whereas on
those ovceasions the Tramways Company
doubles the cost of its service. I sincerely
trust that the Bill will pass without much
criticism. and I believe that, when it is in
operation, it will result in tramways for
the people, and the members of the trust
will know that, if they cannot do any better,
they cannot do any worse than the present
company.

people as a whols,

Mr., Ferricks.]
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3Mr. KING (Logar): T should like, at the
outsrt, peirsonally to express my. appreciation
of th lucid  exposition giver by the
Premier in his second-reading speech. As
the lesder of.the Opposition says, there has
been a good deal of discussion in the Parlia-
ment of Gueensland of late years in connec-
n with the Trannvays Company’s business,
and 1 ve no hesitation in saying that a
good deal of the legislation that has been
passed and a good deal of the legislation
proposed in connection with the company
has caused a »tigma to rest on the fair
name of Queensland. I think the present
Bill, to a corrain extent, will tend to wipe
awayv that stigma, and I e such
& resait come about that any dis + that

has beeu placed on the State of Queensland
with

in conncection
absolutely »
T should

past legislation will be

dizcuss  this Bill from
several  viewpoin In the first place, 1
should like o dircuw it fromw the viewpoint
ot the just rights of the company, not only
in 6o far as may be neosssary for the vuar-
pos» of safeguarding the interests of the
company, but also In so far as their just
righis are concerned. and so far as the rights
which have been conferred by their charter
are concernod. I do not ask for the company
any more than it is entitled to. and I do
not claim for a moment that the company
is going to get more than it is entitled to.
Baut I do hope the company will get a just
deal so that rhis stigma which has been
against us in the past will be removed once
and for all.

We know that there were two Bills before
this House somie time ago—one providing
for a reduction of fares, and the other for
the compulsory acquisition of the tram-.
The Bill providing for a reduction of fares,
which was brought before us first, was
intended to reduce the income of the com-
pany, and, therefore, reduce the value of
the tramway as a going concern, and then
the Government could come in afterwards
and get it at their own price. That was
nor creditable. However, that Bill was not
passed, and the other Bill that was passed is
to be repealed by this Bill. That it cne of
the reasons why I welcome it.

The Premier in his sccond-reading sueech,
m reply to an interjection, said that be
thought the rights of the company were fully
preserved. T helieve he does think eo, but
personally I do not think the rights of the
company are fully preservesd,

The Prexirr: Where do you suggest thew
are not?

The Premier in his sccond-reading speech,
wents which I hope to cireulate. 1 welcome
the Bill because 1t is going to he a means
of purging—although snmewhat late in the
daz—Quecnsiand of the sins of repudiation
which were previously committed. and is
going to restore the company to the status
it occupied under its original charter. 1t
is quite . probable that the rcason for the
introduction of this Bill is to rehabilitate the
good name of the Government in financtal
circles in the old country. I sincerely hope
that that is one of the rcasons for its intro-
duction.

The PrEMIER:
has not

I can assure vou that that
influenced the Government.

Mr, KING: T am sorry to hear the Pro-
mier say so; I gave him credit for better
motives. I thought he recognised that
Quernsland  was under a  cload snd  he

[M7r. King.
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was going to remove the cause. The definition
of * tramway” 15 confined wo the additions
and extensions duly authorised. In previous
debates I gathered that there are some addi-
tions or coxtensions iucluded in the tramwuy
systern which have not been L

authorised. I
do not know what they are, but those addi-
tions, whatever they are, have been used
and are being used in the business of the
company, and they have been dictated bLy
the necessities of the traffic on the tram
lives. 1f these wunauthorised extensions
cannot be used, it is obvious that the opera-
tions of the trust will be unduly hampered,
and the position of the company, which is
the owner of these unauthorised extensions
or additions, will also be an ambiguous one.
The Pr Do vou think they ought to
b taken over?
Mr. KING: Certainly 1 do.
The Preyigr: On what basis?

Ir. KING: I would not say for a moment
in conngction with unauthorised cwten-
sicas, antthing should be allowed for good-
swill, but they should bc taken aver at the
market value.

The Preuier: Suppose the trust paid
what it cost to construct these unauthorised
additions, would that be sufficient?

Mr. KING: I think the trust ought to
pay what it would cost to replace them.

The Preaigr: That would be a great deal
more than the additions cost the company.

3Tr. KING: The whole basis of compensa-
tion should be the cost of replacement. The
company will have no right to use these
unauthorised extensions, although 1t is the
owner. The question also arises as to how
tar the company will have the right to
remove these additions.

The PreMiER: I am quite prepared to
make provision in the Bill for the frust to
take them over and to pay the company
what they cost.

Afp, KING: Then T will not suy any more
about that. That seems to me, so far as I
can gather at preseat, to be a fairer errange-
ment. The Flome Secretary, when introducing
the Bill, said—

“The =ccond part of tho Bill deals
with the acquisition of the system as it
now stands.”’

He also said
“There is no departure from the
original Act so far asz any rights ave
concerned. Under this Bill compensa-
tion will be based on the rights or
pewers which the company has in the
original Act.”
This question should be placed berond all
doubt. wnd the Premier has given us the
assurance that, so far as these unauthorized
oxtensions and additions sve concerned, he
a reasonable proposition to. the
. Unless the position is clearly
defined, "or an understanding come to, this
ambiguons clause will be used against the
company when it goes into court, and, on
the question of the asscssment” of purchase
monev, even the hands of the court might
be tied in its interpretation of the defini-
tion. Talking about this definition of
“tramways,” I think that the interpreta-
tion is in the wrong place.
The PremIER: The solicitors of the com-
pany have been conferring with the Solicitor-
General about it.
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Mr. KING: I know that. I will say at
once that I am not hiding anything, I do
rot want the House to think that I am a

special pleader, or that I am
[12.30 p.ia.] holding a brief for the Tramways
Cowmpany—1 want my position to
be periectly clear on that point. At the out-
set, I said that I want the Tramwayrs Com-
pany to get what it is entitled to—io get a

i dewl and no more——and I also want to
sec that the rrusi is not going to be faced
with a costly legal zetion to ascertain what
amounn’ the company should recetve. 1 want
that disrinetly s d in the Bill, so that
there will not be any prospect of an cxpen-
sive Jegal action afterwards.  Thoie are a
fow words regarding my vi of ques-
tion, looked at fr ol the company’s stand-
point; and, as 1 in so far

righta of the
fored with,

company arc not unjustly inter-

I now want to a fow from
another peirt of ‘iew--that to the
wisdom of the local authoritics airing
th1: means ol irgnsit. That is a maiter
which I think i3 of verr great importance
to the loral amhc)‘"rm ny experh [San!
to thivk 2t the clogryd em s a bark
numl that it

v, will be superseded by
traction. 5

motor this connestion I would
like te refer to sn article in the *“ Shire and
Municipal Record,” which is a Sydney pro-

. of 30th Mav, 1922, The town clerk
and city enginesr of Newcastle were asked
to bring up a report in connection with the
substitution of the electric system for steam

trains, and they brought up a report very
much in favour of the motor ’bus as
the other svstems. The report
is our firsa conviction that the

‘bus h come to stay. It s
sfully competing against the moy
modern  clectrie t1amwm~ abroad. In
the United States © franchises’ for the
nge of the roads by private companies are

not being reuyewed. in  saveral cities,
oxcepting Tor motcr ) and tram-
wavs have fo ccase running as  their

¢ franchises’
Teensed

expire, Thoere are resrly 200
motor ‘buses now running in
Wales. A number of these
‘t opposition. in Sydner and
tn the elestrie trams. and new
continue to be added.
©The Bvduey electrie tram
G serions stage, inasmuch as it
¢ te comfort cope with the
demands made !{;ro‘l 1‘r7p<11ﬂ(‘1 arly at
certain busy b Toud (‘0111plallﬁs are
le ahout the nnize and rattle of the
cavs. now mostiy old and worn, and ihe
city underground railway has becomie an
VIOCOSSITY,

burhs.
bageos

sorvice 13

a $£1.100,000 electric tramway
vice hove o pay for itself in com-
petition with “buss

“Wonld not
consrelled motar
tfon than

- 7

I o,

the latter

Then it gaes on to give a number of reasons,
with wh'cq I do not wish to weary the
House, #% to why the motor ’bus service
shiould be adopted rather than an extension
of the tramway system,

State or municipally
"bus service be a bettes
any class of tranmway

why continue the agitation for
; &
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The

tcosenry for

If we had the material
cod rosdmieking within access

)f the metvopolis, we would be able to go
it for motor “huses, but rcadmaking is toc
cestly,

My, KING: I do not know that wo are
short of natural mad-’nakmt* material about

Brisbance. I was always under the i impres:ion
that we had & very fine quality of road-
masking material; but I cannot speak with
any authority on that point. However, that
i~ one article which advocates the motor
‘bus  as  against the electric tramway.

want to refer to another article which.

appeared in the Sydney ¢ Daily Mail” of 21st

Sugust, 1922, advocating the cxtension of
he retor ’hus systam. It says—

* A million people in the harbour city,

and seven times as many in London are

erowding into the motor 'buses of those

t

cities from *early momlng till  early
morning.’ A miotor *bus will pass
~tween Bondi and the

kmng applies in London,
3 fe-devkers in Sydaey and
O‘ILL" deckers in Tondon race through
rhe streets,  The motor ’bus is an institu-
tion in those cities, and not a passing
phase, It is wor dependent upon wets of
a central evstem for locomotive
If cone ‘bus breaks down, and
s is a rare occurrence, another iz sub-
ituted immediately.

‘A%TLE AND MELBOURNE,

E citica are coming to regard
niotor 'bus  cervices  as  indispensable.
Vewcaztle (New South Wales) is a grow-
ing centre. aud its steam trams are held
to have cutlived their usefulness. The
nnteipality broached a scheme recently
for Juyine down clectric cars.  An alter-
native plan provided for the extension of
the present am trams. Immediately
there was an cutery on the part of the
rublie {o sox 1nstead of trams.
A committec consisting of members of
the municipal authority came to the con-
clusion that mctor ’Hu:es would prove

more useful than trams.’

T'he PREMIER:
a4 motor hus svsteni,
New \01 nor anx
wator “huses absolutels

Mr. KING: T am inclined to agree with
the Premicr that the motor "bus will never—

It may be all right having
but neither in London,
ather large city have
replaced the trams.

vot in our tims, at any rate—supersede the
trams.

My, Froaw : Tuoa properly organised
service motor “bures will be feeders for the
tframway service.

Mr, KING: I inclined to think that
motor buses used more as feeders
from the iff termini; but we must

ise the fact that motor "buses  are
in comy tition  in Melbourne,

and Londen, and even in Adelaide
the trams, and, from what
are giving a more speedy

3 mv
and Brishane. with

I can gather. they

and convenient service in every way.
My, Fergiews: I think they are only
carrying the excess people who cannot get

tram accommodcation,

Mr. KING: I cannot agres with the hon.
member for South DBrisbane there. TPeople
are going in motor “buses not =0 muck

of convenience as from choice.

Mr. King.]

as a matter
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Mr. FERRICKS
in a motor ’hu
the trams.

Mr. KING: The article in the
Mail” goes on to say—

“ The question of giving Brisbane up-
to-date public transport is one of unusual
interest. . . . The trams are about to
be offered for sale to the local authorities.
Should the loecal authorities put addi-
tional cars on the several routes of the
metropolis, tack trailers on to the present
cars, or organise a motor ’bus service
from the city to the suburbs with a view
to relicving the pressure on the tvams?”

“No doubt some members of Bris-
bane’s local authoritics would open their
cyes if the last suggestion were made to
them. but the gentlemen who will prob-
ably be entrusted with the future man-
agement of our tramway system have
not, in many cases, had the advantage of
studying tram systems. uaderground
railways. or even motor ’huses in ofher
centres,”’

Here is another extract from the *“ Daily
Mail ” of 16th June, 19221 am taking this
from the report of an interview with an
alderman from the o'd countrv—
¢ Alderman Walklin sayvs he found
tramway fares cheaper in Brisbane than

Because they can get seats
:, and they cannot get them in

“ Daily

in the Southern capitals., but all our
means of travel seem to him verv dear
a5 compared ~with those obfaining in

Grear Britain. Motor ’buses had csused
the tramway and railway companies to
reduce their fares very considerably. and.
in order to discourage certain people
from using tram: and 'buses during the
husv hours of the day. the companies
had made a bhold move. Tadies who
desired to travel to the citv to shop or
take afternoon tea were able to travel
for practically nothing hetween the hoirs
of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Within a radius
of 10 miles of Tondon. the motor ’huses
took people to town and back between
10 a.m. aced 4 p.m. for 4d. There was
one long line of ’bhuses which carried
passengers 14 miles between those hours
for 2d. Railway comzanies had followed
suit.’”

These are some remarks made hv a visitor
to Qu enslond who 14 also advoecsting the
adoption of the motor ’hus svstem. T onlv
mention these fosw facts for the purpose of
considering whether, in view of the possibili-
ties of the motor ’has service, the acquisition
of the tramwazrs is 2oing %0 be in the hest
interests of the local authorities. Whether
it is going to he in +the bost interests of the
local authorities or not iz hard +o s=av. Thare
is no doubt that the motor *hus service is
going tn bie & keen competitor with the tram-
way system, and there is a possibility of the
tramway svstem being ultimately disused
altogether.

The third noint is simply a discussion of
the Bill iiself. T want to deal with some
of the provisions of the Bill. We all admit
that the present position is very unsatisfac-
tory indeed. Tt started when the .Act was
passed for the acquisition of the trams in
1920. Since then, matters have been at a
standstill.  There have been no extensions,
and no improvements, and there must have
been a good deal of deterioration in the
‘plant. That has not been to the advantage
©f the Government, the local authorities, or

[Mr. King.

the company. Neither the local authorities
nor the company are in any way fo blame
for the delay that has been brought about.
The Government =et out to acquire the right
to purchase the trams, and after they
acquired thai right thev allowed matters to
remain in ahs e, The greatest injury
has bewen done to the public by that policy,
and an injury has been done to the develop-
ment of the city generally. The Government
looked upon the acquisition of the tramways
as a paying proposition, but they f{ind out
now that it is not so good as thev antici-
pated. In order to save their face, they now
want to get out of the diffculty by palming
the whole liability on to the local authori-
ties. At any rate, the Government are satis-
fied that the Act of 1920 was a mistake. I
was glad to hear the Premier eay that it
was not the funetion of the Government to
run trams. I am gled to have that admis-
sion from him. I wish be would make the
admission that it is not the function of the
Groveroment to trade generally, but to
govern. 1 wish he would let some of the
State enterprises go by the board.

The Prexmir: No one suggestad that it is
not the fusction of the Governmnsnt to frade
wenerally.

Mr. EING: I would like the Goverament
to let thn Stats enterprises go. and gey back
tc the proper functions of government. Hver
had an opinion of my c¢wn, I have
: favoured the ownership by the local
authorities of public utilities, such as gas,
wator, electric light, street railways, and
tramways. The problem of the city is the
problem of civilisation. and to a great extent
it also is the problem of monopoly. I do not
believe in monopolies, because a monopoly in
private hands means taxation without repra-
sentation. Local government should be as
free and independent in its particular sphere
as Statos or nations are in theirs. The State
has no more right to impose its judgment on
the local auwthority in its internal business
than the Commonwealth has to impose its
judgment upon the State with respect to the
internal basinesa of the State. he rule ix,
or ought to be, that national intere«ts should
3 governed by the natien, State interests
v the State. and local authority intogests bv
the local authorities. The public ownership
of public utilities is simply ownership by
the whole body of citizens as opposed to
ownership by a fe: It means ownership by

¥

many stockholders in the place of a few,
and egual instead of uunequal holdings,
whereby the benefits of the industry arve
more evenly  diffused. The conflict of

interests between the owners and the public
is limited by making the owners and the
public one and the same. It is demosracy
and union in place of autocracy and anta-
gonism. I mention these facts in support of
my contention that the local authorities
should control public utilitics without undue
Government interference. Therefore, I will
sav at once that I am in favour, on general
principles, of a trust authority for tho local
authorities. For the same reason, I do nof
favour the granting of an extended fran-
chise, which must of necessity be the result
of a mutual arrangement. We heard from
the Premier during his second-reading
speech that ncgotiations had been going on
for an extended franchise, but the con-
ditions were too embarrassing and foo
harassing for the Government to consider
such a scheme. I recognise in connection
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with any extended franchise that the true
basis of the extension must be mutuality.
it must be a mutual arrangement by con-
sent between the parties. T recognise, too,
in conntiection with an extended franchise for
the Tramways Company that it would be =
ot dxﬁcu;t thing to arrive at a common
basis of agreement whereby the rights and
‘benefits of all parties would be conserved. 11‘0
Bill makes provision for the appointment of
a trust. 1 quite recognise that there is a
good dsal of difference of opinion as to the
allocation of members of the trust and as
to how the districts are to be split up. I
notics by the Bill that provision iz made for
the '1pnomtment of two Government nomi-
nees. 1 do not altogether see the justice of
¢hat.  Surely, one Government nominee
would be sufficient to protect the rights and
2laims of the Government.
Orrosition MeMreRS: Hear, hear!

Mr. KING: I do not wee why one repre-
scntative should not be sufficient.

The Premier: Where is the differenco
betweed one repres sentative and two repre-
sentatives?

Mr. KING: I understand that all that is
required is that the Government should be
represented on the trust. If the Government
hiave representation on the trust, that ought
to be sufficient. I think that two represen-
atitves on the trust will give the Govern.

- anen undue weight.
The PremiEr: Two out of eight?

Mr. KING: They only require replesepta-
tion to watch their interests, and, when the
debt to the Government has been paid off,
they will cease to have representation at all]
The question of the purchase money is a
very great stumbling block., We know thai
the local authorities, or the Government
for the local authorities, will have to pay a
very large sum of money before this 1is
finally settled.

The PREMIER:
years hence.

Mr., KING: That is quite possible—it all
depends on the advance of the times. In
dealing with the question of valuation, the
Premier said that it would not be less than
£1,200,000.

The Puevter: I did not give that as the
Government valuation. I told Mr. Badger
that that was the figure upon which the
Government, vere prepared to negotiate.

My, KING: I understand that. Accord-
ing to the twenty-first annual report of the
company. the valuation completed as at
31st Decoinber, 1920, taking no account of
~pecia1 values, puts the figure at £1,738,000.

The Preaner : I cannot disclose the Govern-
ment valuation.

2y, WING: No. I only wish we had
some indication of what the Government
valuation was, because it would be a guide
Then we had the Premier referring
to the cstimate of one of the local directors,
Mr. Blundell~mamely, £2,000,000. There
seems to be a great dneralty of opinion as
to what the amount is likely to be, but it
seems that we must be prepared o pay a
tremendous amount. We know that the
plant and buildings have detericrated and
extensions are required, and probably thése
and similar expenses will involve anything
over £1,000,060. I do not know what these
axpenses are going to be exactly, but the

Much less now than twenty

general opinion outside seems to be that it
i3 going to mean a liability to the local
authorities of about £3,000,000.
T‘le Prrvier: If you include all the exten-
sions and expenses for a long time to come.

Mr. KING:
immediate cost.

The PREMIER:
gether out.

Mr. KING: I sincerely hope I am, but
I am only stating what I have heard "from
a very competent authority outside—that it
is going to reach that figure within a very
short time. \ow 5 per cent. on £3,000, 000
is £1580,00C, and 6 per cent. on the same sum
is £L)O OOO o that on a capitalisation of
£3,000,000 1evenue amounting to either
£150,600 or £180,000, as the case may be,
will have to be earned by the trust in order
to clear its liabilities,

The PreMiER: Your
neous. That asmount
capital for many years.
for very large extensions.

Mr. KING: I venture to say that that
ficure will be reached within a very shorg
time. Of course, I have not reliable informa-
tion on that point it may have been calcu-
Ln ed on a wrong basis, but it is just as well
for us to look at the business from the point
of view of what might be, and to find out
where we are likely to be landed before it is
all over. If we examine the net profits of
the company, which may be taken to be the
result of niost carcful, capable, and economi-
cal management—because we must recognise
that the company has been run on those lines
—we find that from 1915 ill last year they
wore as follow :—

I am referring to almost the

The hon. member is alfo-

information is erro-
must includ: future
That will provide

£
1915 157,990
1916 166,992
1917 144 385
1913 165,176
1919 151,383
1920 162,716
1921 92,352

Tt will thus be seen that, if the basis which
1 have mentioned-—£3,000,000—is correct, the
annual revenue is not sufficient te meet
interest charges. I want to emphasise that
point, because the people of Queensland
should understand that, if they are going
into thiz business. there is every prospect
under the provisions of this Bill that the
ratepayers will have to pay very large sums
to make up the deficiencies between the net
revenue and the interest payable to the
Government.

The propossd trust, we know, is to be
composed of representatives of the local
authorities, and in the Local Authorities Acts
provision is made for a poll of electors on all
loan proposals. I hold that provision should
have been made in this Bill for a referendum
of the people on the question whether the
trust should go in for this undertaking, or,
in other words, whether the local authorities

concerned should float the large loan
involved.
The Premier: The Metropolitan Water

and Sewerage Board has power to borrow
up to £3,000,000 without a poll.

Mr. KING: That Board has very great
powers—greater than the powers of local
authorities. Not only does the Local Authori-
ties Act recognise the principle of a referen-
dum of the people before a loan is floated,

Mr. King.}
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but that principle is also part of the Govern.
ment’s own programme. I believe in the
ownership of trams by the p{Gp]C,
p.m.] but the people should be co
sulted first, and they ought to
know what the hablhty is
The PreEmizk: You cannot determine the
amount of compensation until the acquisition
takes place.

Mr, KING: I quite admit that, but I
think we ought to be able to get very near
to it—at any rate, within £500,000.

The SPEAKER: The hon, member has
exhausted the time allowed to him under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham):
move—
Iy

I beg to

That the hon. member for Logan be
granted an extension of time.”
Question put and passed.

Mr., KING (Zogan): 1 would like to quote
s few rvemarks from ‘The City for the
People,” by Parsons, under the heading of
* Distrust of the People.”” He quotes Sir
anm% Adams, British Minister

(Switzerland), as saying—

“The referendum has struck roct and
expanded wherever it has been intro-
duced, and no serious politician of any
party would now think of attempting iis
abolition. The (onservatives, who vio-
lently opposed its introduction, became
its earnest supporters when they found
that it undoubtedly acted as a drag upon
party and radical lawmaking.”

under

He further quotes Professor Bryce,
“ Direct Legislation,” as

¥he heading of

“ A general survey of this branch of

the inquiry leads all to the conclusion
that the people of the several States, in
the exercise of their highest function,
show little of that haste, that reckless-
ness, that love of change “for the sake of
change with which Buropean theorists,
both anment and modern have been wont
to credit democracy.
The same author, in the same work, says—
“There ig a good deal of truth in
the expression of the statement that
people may nob, on the average, have
so much genius as the Government, but
they have better digestion and more
common sense.”’

Wo should vefer this matter to the people,
because they have, as a rule, the common
sonse which enables them to come to a rea-
sonable conclusion and direct the Govern-
ment as to what their wishes are in the
matter. A referendum ought to be taken
to ascertain what their views ard on the
subject.

I notice that there 1s in the Bill provzsmn
. for the appointment of an Advisory Board.
That provision does not in any way state What
tne powers of that Adwsory Board. are to
he, or why the board is to be appointed;
it simply says an Advisory Board shall
be appointed. It does not even say thai the
Governor in Council is to act on the advice
of that A(iwsory Board. Tt says that the
“ general scheme” shall not be adopted by
the trust until it has received the approvdl
of the Governor in Council. What are the
powers of the Advisory Board? Why has
provision been made in the Bill for the
appointment of an Advisory Board, without

[Mr. King.
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their powers or functions having been stated ¢
It appears to me, with all due respect, to
bo rather a useless sort of provision. I would
like from the Premier some informsation as
to what are to be the dunctions of this
Advisory Board. Provision is also inserted
pzeccubmv the method of arriving at the
amount of purchase money. That appears
to me to be in line with the provision made
in the original Act. Provision also is made
for precepts. That means that, if the
revenus 1s nobt sufficient to meat interest
payments, the trust will have power to levy
a precept on the oomponent local authori-
ties, and the precept is to be made good by
a levy of a special rate by the local authori-
ties 1 their rcspectwe areas. That means,
of course, if the trust is not paying its way,
the ratepayers will have to make up what-
r dcnclency is necessary. 1 am  very

much afraid that precepts and special rates
witl become a very common ‘rhmg The
issue of these precepis will make an addi-
tional charge by way of taxation upon every
heyson who owns an allobment of 16 perches
or more.

Thn Prevyer: That expectation is not
likely to come true.

Mr. KING: I hope that it will not come
true. 1% is contemplated by the Government
that that provision will be put into effect.
I referred earlier to the possibility of motor
‘buses running counter to and in compeh»
tion with, the eAzgtmg tramway service., The
Premier, in introducing the Bill, said that
the local amhomtles had it in their power
to regulate that sort of thing and they could
exercise a restraining influence. With all
due rvespect to the hon. gentleman 1 say
that is absolutely wrong. We know that in
the metropolitan area the control of traffic
is not in the hands of the local authorities,
but Is in the hands of the police.

The PremizR: Does the hon. gentleman
say that the local authorities could not carry
a by-law dealing with the running of motor
"buses?

Mr. KING : They could not under existing
conditions, because the control of the traffic
is oub of the hands of the local authorities,
and is vested in the hands of the police.

The PrEmisr: We can very soon correctk

that.
Mr. KING: There is a provision in the
Bill vvhmf states that the control of the

traffic shall remain the hands of the police.
Clause 33 says—

““ Nothing in this Act shall limit the
powers of the Commlssmncz of Police
to regulsbe the passage of traffic along
or across any road; and the said Com-
missioner may exercise his authority with
respect to the traffic of the btrust.”

he rohce have full control, and that confrol
is conbinued under the Bill.

The PrEMIER : If the hon. gentleman thinks
that is a real difficulty, I do not mind if
the local authorities are given control of
motor ’bus traffic.

Mr. KING: That will help the local
authorities in their execution of the trust
for the benefit of the people. The provision
that allows motor ’buses to run in competi-
tion with the trams is a very hampering one.
If the Premier will undertake to cure that
defect, it will certainly be a move in the
right »dnect)on and will be of assistance to
the local authounes The Bill is a com-
plicated one, and gives one a good deal of

Th
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eoncern, though I am quite willing to admit
thay some of the principles are absolutely
correct, and are absolutely in accordance
with established principles.

Mr. BreswaN: The hon. member is very
fair,
Mr, KING: I always try to be fair. If

as the Premier sta’aeq he will accept reason-
able amendments, the Bill may be made a
useful measure. bO’l"e amendments will cer-
tainly be moved to effect that purpose.
Personally, I look upon thﬂ Bill as a non-
party measure, and it ought to be treated as
a non-party mcasuzo “After all, we are
sidering what is best for the pe ople. The

con

great staumbling block, so far as 1 am person-
ally ¢ wemoé is the possﬂ:ne expenditure
that we shall have to face to give effect to
the acquisition of the tramway ﬁj,ste'n It I
could only see daylight in that regard, I

uld not have the slightest hesitation m
the BRill my whole-hearted support

i we can get some reasonable ameng—
accepted. The amendments that will
vosed from this side of the “House
asonable, and 1 hope they will be
pied in the spirit in which they will be
1

aces
in

Mr. WI SON (Fortitude Valley): T desire
to say a few words on. this very important
nmeasure, and at the commencement of my
remarks I desire to express my deep regret
that the Home Secretary, who has given
so much consideration and so much Lhougnf
this measure, should be laid aside ﬂnougq
ress. It is unfortunate that he should not
have the credit of piloting such a good Biif
as «hm through the House. Nevertheless, the
i n very good hands indeed, and the
in his second-reading speech effec-
ively msposed of any 1mpresas;on that may
have existed as to the sincerity of the Govern-
ment in their attitude towards this matter.
It appears to me the issue is ons of logcal
government control or State control, or com-
pany cGr\ttoi Ve have had twentby- five years
or more of conmjr)y control, and, if 1 am
any 1udge of the trend of events throughout
the Woﬂ to-day, it is In the direction that
all public utilities should be in the hands
of the people and should be run by the
people for the benefit of the neonle Tor
Very many years -the local authorities of
irisbane have been trying to geb control of
the tramways, and all the time that T was
crman of the Brisbane City Couxncil
was repeatedly cropping up.
5 e step was taken in 1910,
the local authorities in the mﬁ‘fro—
or in the defined area, met in
That was ten years b’!fow the
which they ¢ compulsorily pur-
ramways—ihab is, pepwmb r 1920.
for the purpose of devising
get control of the tramways, The

ce of travelling and the difficulty
ng exiensions were the principa al
hat moved the local authorities. They

in conference and drafted a Bill having
its object the appeintment of an autho.
to negotiate for the purchase of the
tramways. In 1913, a deputation, consisting
among others of Messrs. Welsby, Trout,
Patrie, and J. Allan, waited on the Premier,
and the principal speaker at that deputuho’a
was the Hon. A, G. C. Hawtborn who, as
reported in the ~ “ Telegraph” of 10th
September, 1913, said—
“QOne of the main principles of the
Bill was the appointment of a Comrmis-
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sion to be ampozwea by the Government
consisting of three members with specific
powers, with the ultimate view of arrang-
ing for the local authorities to under-
take the constmct?on working, and main-
tenance cu {nu tramways, including those
already in existence. One of the difficul-
ties which at present existed was that
there was no one able to act as a sort of
intermediary between the local autho-
rifies concerned and the Tramways Com-
pany. The Commission would be the
necessary intermediary.”’

At the same depmahon the present mayor of
vabane, derman Diddams, claimed that
under the Tramways Act the local autho-
ritzes had undoubted righss, and, as a repre-
intended to
conserve t"ne rights of the local authorities.
The Bill which was drafted by the local
authorities gave the Commission, which they
suggested should be comtzmted power 1o
purchase the trams, or, failing mat to enter
into & profits Dharmg sy:tem and, in order
to show the determined attitude of the local
authorities at the time, they included a pro-
vision which would have empowered them
to undertake the construction, working, and
maintenance of the trmmways, including the
extension of tramways then in existence.
This may not have been a very practicable
proposal, b:u, at ail events, it showed the
temper of the local authorities ab the time.
Mzr. Derxham is reported in the “ Telegraph”
to have said, in reply to the deputation—

“ He had perused the Bill prepared by
the local authorities, and he had judged
from the provisions of the Bill and from
the remarks made that day, that they
would prefer to have the trams mwunict-
palised rather than placed under Govern-
ment control. It had occurred to him

ments they had advanced
were perfectly legitimate, seeing that the
authorities controlled the streets
,n}«out which the tramways ran, and

ny dnﬁme‘lcv that cccurred under the
p;opmeq scheme was to be made gcod
by the ratepayers of the different areas.’
the present Government came into
n 1915 a deputation from the local
autho waited on the late Mr Ryan and
asked that the Bill which had been drafted
by the local authorities should bs proceeded
with The deputation asserted that it was
the that the local authori-
i coraplete control of the fram-

his stage I should like to guote
s of Alderman . M. Russell, of
ton Town Counecil, as reporied in
rver” of 27th August, 1915, Alder-
11 35 a man of great experienco
and a level-headed business man, and is well
known to hon. members. He said—

“The conference represented the cur-
rent sentiment of the people that a big
utility such as this should be controlled
by the citizens of the metropelis. The
conference was fully unanimous as to
the necessity for the local authorities
having complete control of the tramways,
mﬁ although they had inserted a clause
bearing on a possible joint arrangement,
it was only by the way.”’

Alderman Russell later on, in an inkerview
published in the “ Daily Mail,” said that
the local authorities had turned down com-
pany profiteering, and that the Home Secre-
tary had shown how justified they were.

Wilson. ]
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few d that has
lueal authorities in

Right up to even the las
been the atfitude of the
the defined area, and it is somewhat difficult
for me to understand the change of attitude
on the part of some of the local authorities
now; but I am pleased to say that that
change is not general, as is shown by the
statements of Aldermen Charlton, Russell,
and the Hon. A, G. €. Hawthorn. It is
now stated that the trams are being loaded
on to the local authoritics, and excuses are
being made by the company, as it has
always done in the past. It 1s well known
to hon. members that My, Denham, acting
in the interests of and with a view to con-
serving the rights of the local authorities.
exercised his authority and definitely ter-
minated the agreement under the Tramways
Act of 1913. 3ir. Badger has blamed the
war for the roliing-stock not being increased.
1f we examine the period between 1903 and
1912, when there was no war on, we fird that
that was the period during which Mr. Badger
so consistently hung up the extension of the
tramwayvs, which caused the local authorities
to join in an endeavour to securs the control
of the trams. We find that, whereas the
number of passenzers carried had increased
during  that period  from 18,000,000 to
36,000.009, or 100 rwr cent,, the uumber of
cars had been increased from 91 to 127,
or only 40 per con Since that period the
number of passengers carried increased from
36,000,000 to 68,000,000, or nearly 100 per
cent., while the number of cars increased
onl¥ 127 to 178, or egain an increase
of only 40 per cent. These figures ~how that
the company has never carried our its obli-
gations In return for the concessions granted
to it, and the local authorities would have
boen justified in taking the trams from the
company, as they could have done under the
Brisbane Tramways Act of 1913. 1 sar that
the company had. without any justification
at all, disregarded its obligations, or, to
put it more plainly, has disregarded the
rights of the people of Brisbane. The com-
pany has had ample protection Tor its pro-
perty in the trams and plant. 1 would
like to know what influrnce iz st work at
the present time amongst the aldermen and
members of shire couneils throughout the
metropolitan area. At the last municipal
clection  the  Labour platform  and the
National platform seemed to coincide, I
have a copy here of the Nationalist platform.

It was imued en behalf of Mr. H. J.
Diddams, the Nationslist candidate for the
mavoralty of the city of Brisbane, and was

authorised by Ir.
Nationalist rooms, 222 Queen street.
12 of the Neticnalist platform reads—

G, W. Morris, from the

Plank

“Acquirition of the Brisbane tramway
service, clectric light, and other public
utilities en a sound financial! basis.”

Orrosttion Mexusrs @ Tlear, hest
Mr. “On

KERR : cund finaneial basis.”

Mr. WILSOXN : The local authoerities have
had the matter placed before thom on a
sound financial basis, and they have refused
to embrace this opportunity with both arms.
I sat on the Brishans Citv Council for a
number of yrars, as the hon. member for
Toowong knows, and this question was often
discussed. It is very difficult for me to stand
here as a sane and sensible person and
understand what has come over the position
since then. Where is the opposition coming

[Mr, Wilson.
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from? Since the last municipal election, I
notice that most of the people who take any
interest in local government matters have
shown a decided change in this matter. I
have noticed a decided change in the Bris-
bane City Council and in the South Brisbane
City Council. We know that there has been
a public move in both areas for an extension
of the company’s franchise, I c¢an link up
Alderman Hetherington of the Brishane City
Council, at all events. He appeared as one
who tock some interest, and I notice that
he gave his views in an interview with the
“ Daily Mail.” The report says—

Y Alderman Hetherington, who is asso-

ciated with the work of the city council,
In an interview with the ‘ Daily Mail’
representative said that if the Brisbane
Tramways Company were given an
extension of twenty-one years, at the
end of that twenty-one years the com-
pany would hand over the whole thing,
lock, stock, and barrel, to the local
authorities.”

I know Alderman Hetherington very well,
and he would be somewhat hurt if we thought
he could not show some authority for that
statement. His suggestion is there, at all
events, but he did not show how this miracls
was going to be worked. I contend that, if
the company is prepared to hand over the
whole concern to the local authoritie: at the
end of twenty-one years, then it must b» on
a very good wicket now. No wonder it is
fighting for the extension of the franchise.
I would like to know what influence is at
the back of this. Probably it is the same
influence which appeared in local authority
matters in connection with this question in
1913. It isx the power of the Tramways
Compuny and the power of the capitalistic
Press. (Opposition laughter.)
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. WILSON: There is no doubt the
power of the capitalistic Press i behind it.
The hon. member for Toowong knows that
what I am saying is correct, and I might
add that Aldermen Diddams, Hetherington,
Faulkner, Tait, Jolly, and others are fighting
the battle of the company.

Mr., MAXWELL:
own battle.

My, WILSON: Mr. Denham said in 1813
that the Coorparoo and Stephens Shire Coun-
cils were fighting the battles of the company.
Now others are doing it. The case upon
which these men ave fighting has been pre-
pared by Mr. Blundell, one of th: local
directors of the company. The mayor of
Tthaca, Alderman Tait, in an interview with
the ¢ Courier,” described the tramways as a
bad bargain, and in a leading article on the
17th of last month the Brisbane ** Courier ™’
suggested that this “ bad bargain 77 might
mean an expenditure of ronsiderably more
than £9000 000 and an nnknown extra out-
lay in maintenance. The * Courier ” then
goes on to make this statement—

“ They will be able to form a fairly
good ides of what it means when they
know that the expense must be borne
bv the rateable lands in the avea, and
the local authorities are required to levy
a sufficient tax based on the enhancement
of value.”

If that statement means anything, it is meant
to convey that, assuming the trams cost
£2,000,000, the Bill requires that the whole
of that amount has to be paid by a tax on

They are fighting their
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rats=ble lands, to be collected at one time.
B nere daring misstatement was
an able writer! It is too
one to bother about refuting it.
tundell addressed a letter to the mavor
ane on 251(] D omber, 1921, a copy

{ .Aod in the  Courier ” of 24th

The intcresting thing about

s used to prove that the tramway

undertaking is worth £2,000,000. In the
faurth paragraph he says—

“ The

the

present

net earning power of
undoertaking,

exclusive of land and

income tax and afier allocating 14 per
cent. of the gross revenuve for maintenance
ayd
per

renewals, may be put at £160,000
wunumm,  That is the sum out of
h interest and sinking furd payments
have to be made.”

The Bill fixes the rate of interest
cent. and the sinking fund payment at %
cent.  On an  cstimated capxtahsatlon of
£2,000,000, these  obligations  represent
£120,60) annually, leaving the big margin

of £40,000.

Certain points deserve to be remembered
in considering this measure. The tramw%y
vevenue is <ver inereasing—no one will deny
that—having risen by nearly 50 per cent. in
the five vears mentioned by Mr. Blundell in
his letter. Costs are falling, and the 14 per
cer:t. he quotes as necessary for maintenance
and renewals is more than sufficient for those
purposes, as he points out in his letter. The
margin between revenue and operating and
maintenance, and renewal and expenditure,
would thus greatly exceed £40,000, leaving
a big margin to meet nawnonts for interest
and sinking fund on cdplfal borrowed for
extensicns and additional rolling-stock

1t was stated in the “ Telegraph ” on 13th
July, 1622, that the city council was able to
obtain moncy from the Commonwealth Bank
at 4} per cent. TIf that is true, the Jlocal
authorities have a perfeet right to demand
that only that rate shall be charged to them.

Mr. Kine: You are going to charge the
foval authorities about 6 per cent.

Mr. WILSON: No. I take it that the
court will take that into consideration, If
money can be borrowed at a lower rate of
intersst than is stipulated, that must be
apparent to any man of ordinary intelligence.
It would be unfair otherwise. This Bill does
not bind the trust to pay by debentures,
Cleuse 16 requires the court to state the
amount that shall be paid for the trams, in
cash or on terms. In the latter case the
rate of interest is fixed at 55 per cent. In
July last the ¢ Telegraph” said that the

Brisbane Citvy Council could get

2.20 p.m.Jmoney from the Commonwealth

Bank at 4§ per cent. If that is

o, I have no doubt the tribunsl which goes
into the matter will fix the interest at what-
cver rate money can then bhe obtained. If
it is cheaper., well snd good. It will be
welcome nrws to all of mr to hear that
money is getting cheaper; it will reduce the
amount of interest and the sinking fund pay-
ments—assuming  that the company gets
£2.,000, (00—from an annual outlay of £120 0no
to one of £100,000. According *o information
supplied to this House, the whole of the
cost of this undertaking was somewhere about
£800,000. Iow. then, can the company
expect to get £2,000,0002 To my Way of
thinking, it will be very lucky if it gets half
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that amcunt. If it e £1 000,600, the annual
charge in vespect of the purchase price will
be reduced b_v oune-half. It can easily be
understee:] why the Tramways Lompany is
hanging vn. As & matter of fact, it has Deen
alolutely a gulwm.h to it. For vears and
vears th has been watered: I have no
doubt that later on other speckers will have
a good deal te say about that

Id lke to give some indication of
the change of tone which has been adopted
by some aldermen, chiefly those in the Bris-
bane ity Council. A deputetion from the
Brisbane and Scuth Brisbane city councils,
and the Ithaca aund Haemilton town couneils,
waited on the Home Secretary in 1918, and
asked why the Governinent did mot procesd

vith the Bill desigued to cnable the local
authorities to acquire the trams. They were

uiider the inipression that the Bill which had
Leen passed through the House signified that
the Government woere going to stick to the
trams and run themt as a Government con-
cern, and they wanted to find out what the
pesition was.  The Home Secretars made it
clear that the trams would be handed over
to the local authorities as soon as they
liquidated the amount of the liability, and
he informed the deputation that the Govern-
ment proposed to transfer the tramways to
the local authorities after they had acquired
them from the company. In the report of
this deputation, which appeared 1in the
© Courier” of 28th July, 1919, in reply to a
question by the Home Secretary as to
whether the local authorities wanted the
Government to lend them the money or
whether they were going to borrow it them-

selves, ilderman Diddams is reported tfo
have snid, inter alia, that the local authori-
ties were so desirous of acquiring the tram-

ways that. if ther conld not get the money
from the Government, \‘h(‘ey would endenvour
to ra it the nwho« Why, then, all this
howling--this sh iz of Mounu—thls put-
ting up ** Aunt lics” in order to knock
them down? 'There has not been any talk
about a referendum in connection with the

taking over of the trums for over fifteen
wears. It has happened quite recently
because the Trannways Company and those
who are connected with it cin see that this
cencern s going te pass away from their

hands. Whenever the Gowrnment say they
will do zmythi'w they do it, and the com-
pany knows what is going to be the result.
In the “ Daily Mail” of 23rd July, 1918,
Aldermsn Diddams is reported to have
replied in these words—

“The local authorities did not want

the trams to slip away frem them.”

In the “ Telegraph” of 23rd July, 1918,
Alderta Down 1s reported to have made

t
the foHowix‘»n statement : —

*YWe have not the siightest doubt that
it is a splendid peying proposition, and
that the citizons of Lrhuane will have a

aszet in it, who will benefit
reduced municipal taxes or
fares”

¢ Datly Standard” of 22nd July,
reported to have said—

In the *

1918,
he is

¢ They wore advised that there was no
questinn of goodwills but even if an
amourt had to be paid for goodwill the
trems would be a paying proposition. It
was to the interests of the local authori-
ties to get the trams as soon as possible.”

Mr. Wilson.]
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These men are still in loeal govermment. one
of them being mayor of Brisbane, while
Alderman Down. has been treasurer of the
Local Authoriiies’ Association for some con-
siderable time. You have to put on your
considering cap when you pick up the morn-
ing pancrs and sea thelr opinions in conner-
tion with this Bill and an attempt to raise
sort of opposition to it. I dn not
ink that one man, if he spoke his mind,
would oppose a Biil of this de«c ion, which
is absclutely giving thom the right for which
they have been looking for twonty years
ovr inore. ) t

My, Keng: They are not opposing it.

Mr, WILSON: Why did the leader of the
Opposition say that they were!

Mr. Kera: They are chjecting
mation being supplied.

Mr., WILSON: I understood the leader of
the Opposition to say this mornicg that
local authorities had turned it down.

_Mr. Kerr: They are looking for informa-
tion.

Mr. WILSON: The hon, member knows
as well as I do tha! he is guided by what
is in the morning Press. 1 would like to
make a few remarks about another mayor-—
Alderinan Faulkner. At ine South Brisbane

Technical College on 10tk February, 1822
Alderman Faulkner said—
“ Perscnally, T have no objection to a

tru=t. 1 never had one. 1 am glad to

knovw that vou propose to allow the trust

to consist of cight mewbers, and that the

methed of the electicn of the trust should

be as it is.”
Thi= is what he
wards, according @
of 14th July, 1822—

“ 1 believe absolutely that the people
best fitted o run these trams are the
Brisbane Tramwayrs Company. If  the
contral 1x to bhe taken from them, then I
sy phatically it should pass to a

iisston of three, and not 0 a trust
atenrs. Thesa trams have heen run
well in the past)”

vsid a fow months after-
tive  Drisbans Courier™

7 G ; .
The ¢ Courier’s” corvment on that was—

“'The foregoing was the forcible
opinion expressad to & ¢ Courier’ repre-

sonfative 3 rday afterncon by the
mazor of South Brisbane (Alderman
Waulknrry when asked for his views on
mways Truss 34l now before
Alderman Faulkner also
thie  confersnee  of  local
h met on Wednesday
Gt d cevtain  amend-
to the Government, and he would
under the cireumstances, not to
ything further at the prescut junc-
But, he added. he held very strong
views on the subject.”

-

that
authorities w
¢ had

T must compliment the hen, membsr  {or
Legan on his very sonsible speech. He is
consistent-—I will give him that eredit. The

only point on which I am at variance with
him is that he seemed to be so persistent in
wanting to see that the Tramways Company
got.a fair deal. That is what the Govern-
ment want. They want the local authorities
to get a fair deal. They want a fair deal
all round. I think the idea of valuation on
the part of the hon. member is altogether
at fault. The leader of the Nationalist party
a few ycars ago, when speaking on the
Brisbare Tramway Purchase Bill, made cor-

[Mr., Wilson.
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tain remarks that were agreed with by other
hon. members opposibe.

3. SIZER: We still agree with them.

Mr., WILSON : This Bill should go through
the House in twenty minutes. The leader
of the Nationalist party, in 1918, said—

1t was reall that the iramsways,
as o naticnal utility,"must pass into the
hands of the people. Nobody could geb
up and contradict that the people were
asking for it. They looked at it that,
as a puablic utility, the people should

have coutrol of them.”

He is perfectly right there. The trend of
ovents all over the world show that utilities
of that description are passing into the
hands of the people for the beunefit of the
people. Thnat principle is recognised wher-
ever the local authorities have controt of the
1 That principle has resulted in
the opeding up of country and settling
population away from the industrial centres
taat have become congested. I do not blame
the present Tramways Company for not
exteuding its lines, as it has the power to
refuse to do that. Every time it did make
su extension, it took great care that there:
were sufficient people living in the locality
to patronis: the trams and make it a paying
concern from the word “go.” We have a
perfect vight to sec that the tramways are
run to thoe suburbs where land probably will
be cheap, instoad of running alongside the
railway lines. The Tramways Company pus
dovwn a double line in Adelaide street, not-
withstanding that =&t the ime the city
couneil enuously opposed it. It is going
to cost from £175.000 to £200,000 to widen
Adelaide strect, as the street 1s too narrow
for the double line. We did all we could
in the city council to prevent that heing
Jone,  Clause 26 provides—

“ . . . . the trust may—

(i.) Charge the deficit to the revenues
of the following year; or
(ii.) Issue to ecach local authoriby

cornprise:l within the distrier of the

trust a precept requiring such local

autherity to pay to the trust a share

of the deficts, which shall bear the

same proportion to the total deficit as

the rateable value of the rateable

tand . . .7
The Bill initisted by Mr. Denhasn in 1813
provided that a tramway rate could be levied
{o wmcet the annual p ents in respeet of
the loan indsbtedress, That was 53 per cont.
worse than this Bill A deputation from

wo local authorities waited upon Mr. Den-
hani, in Soptember 1913, to ask the Govern-
ment to pess a 131, and, while Alderman
Diddams was speaking, Mr. Denham  re-

e, © 1 wee you are making provision
for a rote in case of loss,” and Alderman

Diddams replied,  Yas; vt is onl
security.” A shmilar pro 2 for paymeont
i o in any Bill; it has only been lai
little wiere specifically in thiz I
hane Tramwavs Company is the «

v company in Australia which pa

4o -+
tramwasy E
taxation to the British Government, to whon
it pays more taxation than it pays to the
State and Commonwealth Governments cora-

bined. Will anybody say that it is not &
proper thing to keep that money here for
the development of the State?

Mr. KErr: The hon. member did not think
about that in connection with the £7,500,000
of Savings Bank debentures, when £300,000
went out of the State.
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WILSON : Neither the S
nor th: Melbourne tramways pa any-
thmn to ihe DBritish Government. For years
fhe Brisbane tramways have besn paying
ixation to the Brinsh Government. We
should hail with delight- the opportunity of
placing » blo- concern like this in the hands
of the pecpls for ths benefit of the people.
Trurving the hu.:y ho of the day it 1s ver:
difficult for one to got o ride on the trams.
It is hard to get on and stand up, let alone
get a scat. During the holidays the com-

pany seems to have sufficlent cars to carry
pooH to Nm Exhibition and other places,
and it umx a threepence to go from Bruns-
wick street. ov the Valley Corner, to the
Exhibition, and six nee to go to the races
at Ascot. If one lives in the suburbs, it is
vers mﬂmult to pet on a car uemeen 5 and

6 oclock in the afternoon. I have seen
women ﬁghfing and struggling to get off a
cay, and others fighting and struggling to ges
on. Maeny have to hang on to straps. The
company should have been compelied to run
foeders to re Jieve congestion during the busy
hours of the day. When the local authori-
ties tale the trams over, there will be a rowl
through the Press about overerowding and
inefficient scrvice, and pressure will he
broughf to bear to have that altered. The
people have allowed the company to do this
Lmd of thing. Xvervone must be of the
opinion that the trams can be run for the
benefit of the people. I am plessed that
the hon. member for Nundah still agrees
with the opinion expressed by the hon.
member for Windsor in 1818, The onlv
speech against the Bill has been delivered
by the leader of the Opposition. He said
that tno kecal authorities were against the
Bill, and that they had turned it down. If
that is so, thev must have had a menhmg
Tast nm“t to decide that they were going ¢
oppose it. If therc is anzone opposed to ’the
taking over of the trams, let him get up
and say o opcqlv and not do like many I
have met at meetings and conferences, who
have told me that they were in favour of
the local suthorities taking them over, and
now, when ther geot an or)portumtv of takxng
over a going concern, they want to turn it
down.

Mr. VOWLES :
mitte:d to the people.
Mr. WILSON:

That question was only
raired this morning.

Alderman Russell wrote a long sketch (‘f
the whole thing some short time buo\, which
was published in the “ Daily Mail.” It is
v now that this ques th“ of a referendum
« put forn avd and it is put forward with
the idea of hnnvuw the matter up in the
hope that the company might get a little
extra powcr to enable the Bill to “be blocked.
T sincerely trust that the (‘ovelnm ap will
not listen to any proposal to include in the
Bill a m'ovirion for a veferendum. What-
ever mar be salrl of the Lahour part" at
a1l events it doct what it says it will do.

(YOVERNMENTY MFEMERRS :

Mr. KERR (7‘110/7//()7{1) I have yetr to
learn that the local authorum are arainst
the principle conteined in this Bill; and
hon. members opposite are stating ecvno*h‘ncv
that is not correct when they say that i
tocal authorities which have discussed ‘m‘:
matter are against the prineciple of the Bill.

Hear, hear!

What thev are avalnst~and rlnhbv so-—1s

that they are azked to buy a pig in a poke,
and they think that the people whom thes

rdney trawi-

They want the matter sub-

SEPTEMBER.] Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. 1593

reprasent should know what is likely to hap-
pen.  There =eems to be something behind
shis, when the Government, in the first
instance, were preparcd to take the tram-
wiys over, and now, after they have gone
into the matter a little further, and found
that. cwing to cortain repairs and exten-
si¢ and owing to the groat number of
larges that must be niet to bring the tram-
ways up to date, they desire the lecal autho-
rities to take the system over. The local
autherity representstives ave quite within

their rights in secking to know where they
stand; but, unfortunately, the Government

not giving them auy option. The Go-
Ve ient are forcing the tramways on te
thie local authoritios. 1t hus been recogniscd
right from the very beginning—in the first
Act of 1882 and in the Vietorian Act thirty-
two years ago—that these public utilities
must belong to the people. There can be
19 LIIJF‘(‘tJUIl to the mmcxple contained m
chis Bill, and I do not cbject to it, but ws

do claim that it 1= not right for the Govorw
ment to refuse to give cerrain necessary infor-
mation.

The PREMIER:

Mr. KXERR: The Premier stated in his
«ocend-reading speech that the Government
were pmp“rnd to negotiate with the Tram-
« Companv on the basis of a value of
41,200,000, but that one of the directors of

What information?

the company mentioned £2,000,000, which,
with the cost of extensions and repalrs,
would probably reach £3,000,000. At all

1 cost the local authorities a
imount of money.

The PupvarR: We cannot ascertain thoe
amouxnt of compensation until the tramway
is mled

;Ir. KERR: That is so, but the Bill should
not have been brought in at the present time.

The PremiER: Vou cannot determine the
compensation in sny other way.

Mr. KERR: A Bill could have been
brought in to deal with the matter in another
way. Take the amalgamation of banks
whose asscts are \xmth mnany millions of
pounds. Wh@u 3 change is to taks plive
trustees are (!,1)“()1 nted to take chalgg of tho
muanagement of thks concern for ‘rhe time
being. Of course, the company which is sell-
ing does nog recrive any profits, because it 15
not n) business, but it receivas interest on
capital ring that period. I contend that
tiustars should have bean pliced in charge
of the tramway busines

The Prruirr: That is \“ha‘( we are g
to do. We are appuinting trustees un
thi= Bil.

Mr. KERR:
sort of fr
cleare

I am not referring to that
e. The situation should b»
up. o that the people will kn
they stand.
Prrurrn: If your suggestion worse
adop? v\d it would mean the acquisition of
the tramways.

Mr. XKERR: It would mean that we would
have to take the tramways over. My point
is tbat the systern is being foreed on the
poople

The Pmemirr: No such provision as you
suggest was made in the original Act.

3

Mr. KERR: No such provision was made,
Yut it would be an easy thmg to put the
local authority representatives right before
anything was shoved on to them.

HMr. Kerr.]
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The Premize: To ha the compensation
determined arbitravily like that without fivst
oblaining the consent of the company would
he repuaiation ef the contract with the com-
pany.

Mr. KERR:

The Tramways Comp;my, in
its annual reports, stated that it was going
to love control of the undertaking. lt Tenew
perfectly weil it would revert to the people
in September 1920.

The Preyier: Under
ing is the Act.

Mr. KERR: It would only be a business
transaction to place the tramways in the
hands of trustees until the whoele thing is
finalised. I want to emphasise the fact that
there is no objection, from this part of the
Opvosition at all events, to the principle of
the Bill. When deaxmg with this question
last year, I said—

“T sincercly ask the Premier to take
the people into his confidence with regard
to the Brisbane trams. Idomot \approa(h
this matter in a party spirit, but I waus
something done.”

The Government have been coquetting for
two vears with the Brisbane Tramways
Company with a view to giving the
company an oxtension of the franchise if
it would agree to the Government’s condi-
tions. If Mr. Badger, the manager of the
company, had submitted to the Goverament’s
con(htxons there would have been no talk
of these so-called vested interests gettmg an
extension of twentg-one years. While there
is talk on the other :1de that the people
should control the tramways—and it 18 the
right thing to do—jyet the Premier was quite
prepared to make an alrangeme it with the
company on his own conditions. I bave writ-
ten to the Premier repeatedly making sugges-
i ith regard to profit-sharing. I have
pressed for extenzions in my own electorate,
where there is no train service. I have
premed for them time and again ever since
I have been a member of this ITouse, ot
there has been dilly-dallying since Sop‘ccm-
ber 1920.

The PreiEn:
KIRR: I am not dilly-dallying. [
am going to take my forty minutes, and,
the Premicr had decided this matier in
forty minutes, there would have been no
tmubb.

The HSECRPTARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION :
‘Wh'lt would yvou pay the Tramways Com-
pang ?
Mr. KERR: 1 will come to thore figures
before I sit down. We know perfeatly well
that some exirasordinary things have hap-
pewed,  During the time an hon. member
Lis side of the House was speaking, the
or  Indic that the unauthorised
sheuld only be paid for at cest

the conditions exist-

You are dilly-dailying now.

Premi
extensions
price,

At 3 pm.,

The C'HAIRMAX OF OUM‘.)TTTE s (Mr. Xirwan,
i=hane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. KERR: These extensions, even if
unauthorised—and, of course, that is a moot
point—were authorised by certain Orders
in Council, and that will be a matter of
litigation. But, in my oninion those exten-
sions are part and parcel of the business.
If a valuation is made, those extensions
should be valued on the same lines as the
other part of the business. It is work which

[My. Kerr.
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s and it is essential to
the tramway system. That is a point which
should be cleared up in this Bill. The word
¢ unauthori should be taken out, and
rds *including all additions” put in
I, 1 am forecasting an amendment,
I hope the Premier will agree to,
ich will ba moved to clear up that matter
I also want to take the opportunity, nos-
K fThSt.‘inLinW any slurs that may have come
from the Government benches, of saying a
fow \\U}‘d\ in appreciation of the excellent
service wh]ch the Brishine Tramways Com-
pany has given to Brishane.

The SecreTaRY ror PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You do not live in Buranda, or you would
gpeak in a different way.

uTy, KERR: I live in an area in which
there are more people residing than in any
similar area in Brisbane, and that has one
of the best paying tramway services in the
rvhole ¢f Brisbane—the tramcals running

swery two minutes. Kedron Park is also one
of the =t paying extensions. I am not pre-
pated to agree with the statement made
by some hon. members opposite that during
21l hours of the day there are strap-hangers.

Mr. WivstanLry : That is not correct.

Mr. KERR: I am sorry if I did not
hear the hon. member for South Brisbane
correctly. That hon. member said that in
any part of the day people could not find
or words to that effect. That is

Let me say that I agree with the
regard to motor 'buses. 1 do
not think the motor ’bus will supplant the
framway fer a great many years to come. 1
have bosn in most countries of the world,
ard have travelled in most of the trams.
I have travelied in «the motor ’buses of
London, Paris, and other places. I am
catisfied that the electric trams as run im
the city of Brisbane are going to stay for
svother Rfty years, and do well,

Mr. CosrELLo: Question!

%r. KERR: There is no doubtv about it.
The conditions in Queensland are not she
e as those which oxist in the old coun-
3 We know that in London the motor
Luses run over good rvoads. Take the
“tubes” in London. There are queues of
people UOV or 300 vards long waiting to go
in the *“tubes,” yet the motor ’buses are
running in tho streots on the top with not
half the mumber of people in them that the
“tpben” carry. Take a place like Mar-

is revenue-producing,

ts,
“rong.

Premier In

iex, for instence, where I spent two or
:Hrec months, and travelled frequently in
the trams Lverything connected with ouvr
trams, sueh as ﬂmoof}‘ running and other
is in my opinion 70 per cent. hetter
than ths tram service In places such as
Havre and Marseilles.
3fr. WINSTARLEY : You must not forget
there was a war on,
LERR: I am not forgotting that
re was a WAar and that there ware
women motor drivers and conductors. I am

fiecd that my words of apprecia-
tion of the Brisbene Tramways Company
aro justified. It has been sud that this
creat vested interest—as it is  called—is
rzaking huge profits. We know that it was
not until 1902 that a dlwdend was paid on
preference” shares, and, so far as ordinary
shares are concorned, it was five years after
that before a dividend was paid, and then it
was only a small dividend of from 2 per
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cent. to B per cent. I want to deal with
the innuendoes and inferences that have been
indulged in with regard to the waterad
capital of the Brishine Tramwayvs Company.
The other day I saw an authentic statement
that what is krnown as watered capital only
amounted to £75,000. The ordinary msn in
the street will say that this watering of
capital means that the money goes into the
pockets of the sharcholders, Let us examine
what it does mean. Y& means that from
the amount of monesy which is held in
reserve bonus sharves arce issued to
sharvholders. That monev is put into addi-
tional extensions and requirements of the
tramwavs, and thus is added to the capital.
Let us say that that particular money is
carning  additional profit.  Is there any
renson why, if these profits are put into the
business, they should not earn more money?
Is it not to the advantage of the business
to utilise it in that way? 1 remember that
as the initial stage of the Bill various hon.
members said,  Wait till vou hear the
figures.””  There is only £75,000 out of
£1,000,000 which, according to hon. mem-
bers opposite, has gone into the pockets of

shareholders. ‘I'be total cost of the tram-
ways has been £868,000.

The PrevMier: Does that represent sub-
seribed capital?

Mr. KERR: It does not represent sub-

scribed capital; but, if the hon. gentleman
wants to know what the subscribed capital
i, it is given in this ‘‘ Brief History relating
to the Brisbane Tramways,” which shows
that there are 75,000 preference £5 shaves
fully paid-up, amounting to £375,000. There
wss su  inserjection  from  the opposite
side that the only subscribed capital was
£375,000, bat that is incorrect. Let us go
a it farther. There are also 75,000 ordinary
shares of £5 each fully paid-up, amounting
tn £375.000. making a total subscribed
capital of £750,000, and not £375,000.

The Punzier: The hon. member is wrong.
Thst is onlv in conncction with reconstruc-

tion, Head Mr. Macfarlene’s comment about
watered stock.

Mr. KERR: I say that the Government
are not in a position to say that any capital
is watered, nor are their auditors in a posi-
tion o tell them so. Tt is quite wrong
for all these innuendoes to be made. 'The
Government have no rignt to attack a pri-
vate company with regard to watered
cxpital.  Their suditors, who =are two of

the best accountants in Brisbane, could not
make

the

these statements
Government  to
1 its capital?
m. arndg not

What right have
say the company has
We should have clean
have these innuendoes
from the Government.

There is a discrepancy, but it is the Govern-
ment’s place to find out that discrepancy.
The Government did not find 1t out, and
they are unable to tell the House anything
about it at the present time. I quite agree
with the Premier that he could not carry
out complete negotiations with the company
under the conditions which it proposed,

have gone into the figures, and I notice the
compaizr wants to have a first charge against
the receipts. It wants a guarantee of 6} per
cent. on the capital and a guarantee of 5
per cent. on the new money invested in
coxtensions. There are various other charges;
but there is insufficient profit to allow the
Government to get any profit and meet those

1922—5 %

I, 1601
« I la-c my arguments on these
In the wvear 1921 there was a net

profit of £128,000

12 If we Include the British
#ud  colonial ta

ton, of course the net
would be £188,000.
if you make v deductions for
1wad char on, and the other
ors I have just menticned, there is no
margin for the Government. As a matter of
fact, {from what I can <ce, the only margin
is for a guarantce of & per cent. on the
capital invested. A good deal has been
made of the fact that the Comumnissioner of
Prices interfered with the tramways, and I
think that that action was unjustified. The
Premier intimated that the company was
not willing to have an inquiry. I will handle
this question for a moment and show what
took place. The Commissioner of Prices, in
his report of last vear, had this to sav about
the tramways— )

“On the 28th April, 1921, a notice
appesred th the Press advising that an
increase in the fares of the Brishane
Tramways Co., Ltd., would take effact
on and after Sunday, lst May. On the
20th April, tramway fares, charges, or
prices were declared to be commodities
to which the Profiteering Prevention
Act of 1920 appliecs, and a mnotification
was issued by me in which the respective
prices charged for such commodities on
the 28th April, 1921, were declared to be
the maximurm prices which may be
charged in the petty sessions district ef
Brisbane.”

the nec

#8, depre

[eR

There we have a statement that he fixed
the price of this particular commodity. The
Premier snid the company was not game to
have an inquiry. The company is suffering
under no delusion in regard to this, and it
does not deserve any innusndo from the
Premicr to the offect that it is not game to
have an inquiry.

Mr. Brexyax: Didn't they have Mr. Feez
at the bar of the Legislative Counecil ¥

KERR: 1 do not know anything about
) I am dealing with the Commis-
sioner of Prices.  In all probability the
Premier told him to do it, and yct the hon.
gentlaman accuses the company of not facing
an inquiry. Those who are managing the
affairs of the company are not fools. They
arc not going to make asses of themsclves.
The Profiteering Prevention Act of 1020 is
very distinet. That is why the company
has not asked for an inquiry, end in all
probability that is why the company did not
take the matier to the court. Subsection
(30) of section 20 of the Profitecring Pre-
vention Act of 1920 reads—
¢ No decision, declaration, demand, or
other act or proceeding of the Commis-
#iener or Deputy Commissioner shall, in
any matner what:oever, be guestioned or
icwed, or be restrained or removed
by prehibition, injunction, certiorari, or
otherwise howsoever.”

I have quoted from =a scction of their own
Act. The action of the Government against

company coincides with some other
ions taken by the Government against
private enterprise, which has done good
service to this State. I have Mr. Blundell’s
figures here, and I understand that the sys-
tem can be taken over for £2,000.000. If for
a moment we leave out of consideration the
repairs and extra money required for

Mr. Kerr.]

o
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additional extensions, and assume that The Prerwter: I did not say we would

£2,000,000 is  paid for taking over the raise a loan. I said ncgotiafions had been
i, then it will be a paying pro- < ing with the Commonwealth Pank.

positicn for the local authorities. 1 say that.
because the profit on £2,000.000 would he
9% per cent. We must take into considera-
ticn that the British and colonial taxation
amounted to £78.000 in 1920. If the local
authorities were exempted from that taxation,
then the return on £2.000,000 would be 92
p(\r‘ cont. If we can borrow the money at
45 peor cont. or & per Lent we can provide
for a sinking fund of § per cent., and that
will leave a working mnu‘rm of a little over
3 per cont., or, to be accurate 3.4 per cent,
T think that it is going to give the loeal
ruthorities a sufficient m: trgin to work upon.
I hope that the trust will keep separate
accounts to show how it will work out in
regard to the mioney required for additional
repairs and for the different necessaries con-
nected with the system. We shall then be
able to glean exactly how the management
under a trust is qoum to compare
private enterprise.

I have gone to the treuble to see what has
trapspired in the other States, In Queens-
lTand, where private enterprise is in existolce,
the net return on capital invested iz 9.7 per
cent. In Sydney, where the trams are under
Stute jurisdiction, the return is only 4.5 per
cent. The system does not even pay intere
In Melbourne the re*urn is 5.5 per cont. zmdm

loeal authority control. eapogiive
of the fact that it cost islrane Tram-
ways Company £11.000 per mile more for

the construction of the tramways in Brisbane,
The company has got officials who will be
able to carry on the syste and under those
conditions there is no reason why i should
not be carried on equally as well as a private
conearn.  In regard to the trust, I think
that a trust of e'ght niembers will be foo
cumbersome, It is a mistake to have ton
many membars.  The sharchold of a large
¢ompany only appoint three or four dircctor

The Brisbane Tramways Company has three
or four directsrs. and now we prepoie to
create a trust of C’ght members. My recom-
mendation to the Premicr iv to lot
authorities appeint a commission cf th
Advertise in the Press for the best men for
the thres positions. Let them be paid salaries
suflicient to cnable them to take an inde-
pendeni and keen interest in the business.
Lot them be responsible to the local autho-
rities more than to the Government. Define

their powers with that in view, and you will
not have 2o much interference, and you will
Lo able to equalise matters more than under
the proposal in the Bill.

The SrRCREFARY FOR PPUBLIC INSTRUCTION @
The  Brisbane Tramwa Company has
dircctors in London as w#ll as in Brisbane.

Mr, XERR: No.

Th:: SCCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

Thers are four directors in Brisbane.

3r. KERR: They are neot all working
i You cannot call the men in London
working directors. All they do is to look
st the accounts as they come along.

The PreateR: They were the only Board
so far as we were concerned.

Mr. KERR: I was very pleased indeed to
hear the Premier say that he proposed to
raise a loan, I think from the Common-
wealth Bank, with Whl(?h to pay the Tram-
WaYS Company in cash.

[Mr., Kerr.

Ay, KERR: I hope the negotiations will
because, if we have to add

be succzssful,
debentures to our public

The PREMIER :
public debt. It would be 2

Mr, KF’?R: It s proposed to pay 5§ per
cent, 1f debentures are Issued, but we know
that the market value of money in the old
country is 3 per cent., and I do not think
there would he any difficulty in borrowing
the money at 5 per cent. in Queensland
io«dn‘y That & per cent. on even £82,000,000
would amount to £10.000. That would be
suiiicient to c¢rrate the Sinking Funds.

The PREMIER :

debt
It weuld not be ndded to the
rust account,

The \mkmg Fund pay
The purchase price w 1{1 no(:

isn 4 per cent.
Le  £2,000,000.

KERR: I have not heard the Premier
or anvhody elve say
price will be. B
‘matters
ever

what the purchasing
v contention is that these
should have been defermined before
the Bill came before the Hous We
Id have information as to what we are
: we should not be asked to buy a pig

b=

in a poke.

Now, I =unt to deal with the question of
the subjection of the trust to the Government
and tho fu;)l;mt of control. I am keenly
inteverted in getting some tramway exten-
sions in electomte, I have been hammer-
ing 1y wn the matter for # couple of
Ve Natuvally, T want to {ind out exactly

procedure T must take in future fo
et those exfensions or to anhf tho people
to get them, T find that, firat of all, we have
Sres to get the approval of the manager of
the roneern, next that of the 1t which
:ans anothor deputation, perhaps. Then
we have to go to the Minister and push our
claims belore him. He has to submit them
t3 the Advicory Board, which, perhaps,
mesus anciher deputation.  Then the pre-

vl comes Pack to the Minister, and he
agroes or ofl 1

worwise, Al the promises that
have had will be null and void if
: Roard puts a veto on it. My
that tha t Board will have the
*; veto the deeision of ans previous
thority. The principle of the Bill is that
local guthorities shall take over the
m‘d 1tdk§n;r. Then why depart from that

W h nnt re
ride them?

not prepared to submit to
a1l these

ities  before the essential
business of 2 ion can be determined.

The %dn‘ ARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That information has to be zot now.

Mr. KERR: My contention iz thst the
trust should have the power to build an
oxtensioii. It should not have te go to the
Ctovernment and say, ‘‘Give us  your
approval.’” By all means let the Government
issue the formal Order in Council, hut they
ought not to ask another body of men, expert
or otherwise, to decide whether an extension
should or should not be granted,
to handle the question of
3 tramwavy undertaking s {or the
ofit of the whole of th: people or merely
for the benefit of a section of the people.
In my opinion it must be for the benefit of
the whole of the people, for the simple reasen
that people at one end of the city travel
through the city and use the extensions of




Brishane Tramway Trust Bill.

the other side, I think everyons on the
Government side will acknowledge that the
representation on the trust should be repre-
wontation of the people. and should not be
based on the rateable value of land.

The $SrcreTaRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
W hat about the tramway users?

Mr. KERR: The tram uscrs,
crudely and shortly,
instance—not the mtepa
to make the ratepaye
use the trams—responsible for the under-
takings. The representation on the trust
should be based on population. Under the
Bill, Tcowong, Ithaca, Enoggera, Windsor,
Kedron, Toombul, and Hamilton have two
representatives, yet the city of Brishane,
with one-third or less than one-third of the
population of those suburbs, has equal repre-
sentation. The Minizter must agree that that
i wrong. ThL same argument applies to
the othor side of the river. In Committee I
am going to press my contention that the
members of the trust should be appointed
on the basis of population and not on the
basis of land values or rates paid. Tven
that cannot be the intention of the Covern-
ment, or thev would give the city of Bris-
bane four or five representatives, and some
of the other local authorities, which are com-
bined for the purposc of the Bill, only one
vepresentative, I do not krow where the
Government have got their bhasis of repre-
sentation from. I have worked out the
number of people in the joint local authori-
ties, and 1 say that there is no equality of
}"cpre«entahon You can take the number
of persons or the number of dwellings: on
every basis, including that of a rateable valup
of land. the representation in the Bill is
wrong. In my opinion the joint local authori-
ties should be in the following groups, which
have the populations quoTed—~

“ Brisbane, Hamilton, Toombul. 66,000
persons, two members; South Brishane,
Balmoral. Coorparoo, Stephens, 67,000
persons, two members; Ithaca, 'Ioowong,
Windsor, }uno'fgera Kedron. 59,000 per-
sons, two memb

to put it
should par in every
s, It is wrong
who may never

The Bill introduces the principle of repre-
sentation of land and land values instead of
population, and every member on the Govern-
ment side should support my contention. if
he is true to his principles.

Now, I want to forethadow some other
amendments, more particulariv in regard to
LhO precepts on local authorme@ to meet
deficits. 1 am going to heve an amendment
cireulated to provide that the deficits shall

not be made good by the ratepayers. Tho
deficits »re to be carried on to the fohox ing
year, 1T understand., If a deficit is antici-
pated owing tn ex repairs and additions,

on which interest will have to be paid for
the first twelve months or two years, the
ratepayers, according to the rateable value
of land, wili be ealled upou to make good
the deﬁ(‘:encv I disagree with that prin-

ciple altogether. T contand that
[3.30 p.m.] the people who wuse the trams

should pay for them. No one
will say that people who come from Towns-
ville, Rockhampton or anywhere else, on a
visit to Brishane, should travel in our trams
at a low rate, for which the people of the
city have to pay by a levy upon the land
in the metropolitan ares.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The

hon. member has exhausted the time allowed
hiny under the Standing Orders.
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Mr. SIZER (Nundah): In 1918 we dealt
with legislation which, to my mind, was
iniquitous, and shich 1s going to plac an
unnecessary burden upon the trust when it
i« formed, all because of the action of the
(Government in pursuing = vendetta againsg
the company. T very much regret that H?‘I&
Bill was not brought before the Chamber
in 1918 or 1920. Had it been, much troul ‘“
would have been obviated., much misunder-

ing would not have arisen, and, gener-
speaking, T believe that the condition
af the tromways in reapest to rolling-stock
and extensions would have been far more
favourable $o the people of Brisbane, and
probably the trust svould not have had quite
o big a Lurden to carry as it will have
However, better late than never. To-day
we are dealing for the first time in a busi-
rasslike way with the tramwav busi X
The question has to be settled: we cannoct
allow a state of uncertainty to continue any
longer.

There are three phases to this question—
whether the plbent company is to continue:
whether there shall be Government control;
or whether thers shall be municipal control.
The question of the price to be paid, to iy
ind, does not come into the argument.
The Government have made an offer to the
Tramways Company; the Tramways Com-
pany has made a counter offer: there is a
big discrepancy between the two offers, and
it 15 necessary to leave the settlement to an
arbitrator. I thoroughly disagree, as I lid
in 1918, with anvthing savouring of Govera-
ment control of the tramwavs. It is unsound,
unfair and unremsonable that respon-
ility for that which is purely in the
interests of the people of Brisbane should
be borne by the people throughout the Stase.
1t would be unreasonable of the pcople of
Brishane to expect it. I am glad to see
that the GCovernment have realisedd the
wisdom of that contontion. and have droppad
thet scheme entirely.  The second proposal
i3 that an extension should be granted to
the precsent Tramwavs Companv. If the
terms which the Premier announced in the
House the other night were the last word
from the Tramwsws Company, no responsible
body of men could cousider them for one
moment. 1 think. therefore, that we can
eliminste that aspect of the question, It
would be impossible now to drive with the
Tramways Company a bargdm which would
not be more advantageous to the companv

than to the peop]e The company is in
the position of being able to sav, ¢ You
have to take over the concern, or we are

If we
RE

to .carry on. are to carry om, here
arc our teims.” I think the company should
be slad to be rid of the business. It is
sitting hard and fast, and there is not much
likelihond of gond coming from any further
nerotiations with it. The only other form
of control s municinal control. 1 advocatsd
that in 19183, ?nd I advoeate it to-day. I
sea no renson why we should be afraid of it
in any shape or form. My observations of
municipally-owned trams in other parts of
the world have shown me thet they have
been a suceess.

Mr. Wrr: You ought to preach that in
FOUr Caucus.

Mr. SIZER: If hon. membars opposite
were as frank in speaking their minds as
we are, we would get on very well. T have
every reason -to lbelieve that we have men
competent to make the tramways a success
under a trust. For that reason I see no

Mr. Sizer.]
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The formation of the
mind, is, so far, on a
reaspnable basis. Still, T think there is room
for considering the advisability of having
a smaller trust. Probably cight members
are rather many and will prove somewhat
cumbersome. I believe that just as good
results would be obtained from four or five
members, I am particularly kesn on that,
because I am pleased to zee ecmbodied in
the Bill provision that the general manager
to be appointed will be free and untram-
melled in  his  administration. it only
remains for the trust to appoint a competent
man and to lav down the policy which he
has to pursue, leaving him free and unfet-
tered. When that is done, I cannot wsce why
the tramways should not go on as well as
they are now going. There seems to have
been a most extraordinary change of atti-
tude con the part of some of our local
authority men, They have been anxious
for this reform, they have been wanting the
trams—and I believe that they still waut
them—but they seem to have become afraid
of themselves. I cannot understand it. [
am totally opposed to having a referendum
on the subject. I cannot see where it would
lead us. I have turned this over in my mind
for some days. Supposing we took a refer-
endum, and there was a negative result,
what would have to be done?

objection to 1if.
trust, to my

So far as I can see, w> would gt nowhere,
We would only be strengthening the hang of
the company. It would refuse to make ans
concession, and it would go on in its own
way, and RBrisbane would be deprived of
everything except just what the company
wish-d to give. If those who are advocating
a refercndum can show any reasouable alier-
native, I am prepared to consider i, but I
am unable to sec how a referendum can affect
the position. If a referendum is taken, the
people who will have to shoulder the responsi-
bility—the taxpayers—will not have the con-
trolling voice. IIon. members opposite have
sadly affccted the principle of a referendum
on such a question by proposing to allow
those who are not responsible to outvoic those
who are responsible. We wve npot deeling
with such an enormous thing in taking over
the tramwar system. We are not taking
over a system that is a failure cr a losing
concern. We sre certainly pariing with a
big sum of money, but we sre alco taking

over a big asset. Ioven if the referendum
resulted in the negative, we would #tili have
to tak: over the tramwags in some way,

unless we were prepared to hand them back
holus-bolus to the company and sllow i

an unlimited franchise for all time to run
the trams in Brishbane as it chos am
busing that argument on tho statement b

the Premier as to th» terms desired by the
companr. If I understood the Promier aright,
cne of the conditions laid down by the com-
pany was that no extension would he made
while the high price of money prevailed
and while th2 cost of cnnstruction was so
high. If that is so, no relief would come to
the people of Queensland for s vors
considerable time, and I presume the com-
pany would be the arbiter to say when th-

el

time had arrived for it to gs on with the
necessary extensions. The prople in the

suburbs would still have to wait for many
years, and they would have no redress. If
the referendum resulted in the negative. the
question of taking over the trams could net
be raised again for many years. I see no
virtue in any form of referendum. I prefer

[Mr. Sizer.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Brisbane Tramway Trust Bil.

to make the local authorities and hon, mem-
bers here representing the people stand up
to their obligations, I am prepared to stand
up to mine and say that I believe in the
nmunicipalisation of the tramways. Now is
the mest advantageous fime to take over the
tram= We must move ahead.  An argument
has beer 1 to the offeer that we do not
know the cost of taking over the trams.
There may be something in that arguwent.
ave been puz:ling as ro how it would be
possible undar the eircurnstances to find out
exactly what it is going te cost. We have
the valuation of the company and we have
the Government valuation. We have to
acquire the trams before we can fix the price.
The acquairing of the trams will mean liti-
gation, and I fail to =ee how wg can arrive
definitely at the accurate cost. We all know
that the Government valuation is £1,200,000,
and we have reason to believe that one value
by th~ Tramways Company is over £2,000,000.
1 am not preparsd to accept a valuation in
the region of £2.000,000, slthough even at
£2.000.000 ic will be a paying concern if
the management carries out its work in an
efficiznt manner. 1 believe that in about
twenty vears the trams will be in an excellent
financial position, and that all the obligations
will have been satisfied. Tt will be earning
revenne for the people of Brishanc equally
2% wol] as it is now for the sharcholders. I
Lolieve we shall get many coxiensions out
of the revenue after a time. I hope the trust
will be able to avail itself of the opportunmity
of purchasing the trams straightaway and
buving out the company’s shareholders. The
frust will be able to <o better businoss by
huying cut the shareholders than by passing
on to them debentures at 55 per cent. for a
lengthy period. Something has been said
ahcut  protecting the ratepay-rs from any
that might oceur in the running of the
m by the trust. The people of Brisbane
must kpow that it will cost a large sum_of
monev to offect cextensions. If we are going
to extend ounr tormini another couple ©
miles, T do not think it is reasonable, con-
cidevine the high cost of construction, to

oxnect thet to be done and still retain the

present f

tha

~es from the terminal points to
Tt iz only a reasonahle thing fo

thar. if the trust extends the lines

the present terminal points, 1t will
\e ta charge increased fares in order
1o create revenue to meet the cost ‘en’(aﬂv»d
in eonstruction. It is a more businessiike
thine to put the burden on the taxpayers
then to izsue debentures. I would not agree
to precepts being continually placed upon the
incsl authoritiss to make up any deficit that
Bt accur in this direction. T think the
Tishility should be passed on to the gsors.of
the trame. Something has bren said with
repard to a motor ‘bus service. T believe
there = romething in that argument: but.
2t the same time. it seems to me unthink-
« that it should be contemplat~d that sucll
. elaghorate and extensive system fhoula
he reoted up or supplanted by motor “huses.
T am wuot inclined to countenance the argu-
rent that merer buses may soriously come
info comp-tition with the tramways to any
To serap the present system
would he to madness, Before a motor
“fus sorvies can be maintained permanently
care meney will have to be expended on our
reads, We are not oversupplied with road-
making material around the city area, and,
cven if we were, the same local authorities
would have to shoulder the responsibilities

city

o

great extent
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£or the construction of the roads which would
have to precede a motor ’bus service and
would mean an additional burden on the
ratepayers, The proposal does not come
within the range of practical politics at the
present time, seeing that we alrecady have a
system, I1f we were establishing a new
system, there might be something in the
argument for a motor ’bus service, but we
must not overlook the fact that with a motor
“bus system the wear and tear on the roads
would be very great.

With regard to all the idle talk of hon.
members opposite about strap-hanging and so
forth, I am prepared to say that, 1f those
most loud in their protestations about strap-
hanging were placed in charge of the tram-
wray system, I am certain that during the
hours of rush traffic they would not be able
to cope with the strap-hanging nuisance.

Mr. WER: Everybodyv knows that.

Mr, SIZER: Then why cannot they be
reasonable and stop the silly arguments when
one is dealing with a serious business?

Mr. F. A. (CoorEr: We complain of
excessive strap-hanging.

Mr. SIZER: These travelling to their
homes in a second-class railway carriage
during the busy hours have to stand. They
have not even a strap to hang on to. 1
have had the opportunity of visiting several
large citics where they have motor ’buses,
electric trams, overhead trams, and tubes,
and even in those places it 1s impossible
during the rush hours to handle the traflic
without strap-hanging. 1t cannot be donc.
I* you were to say to the pecople that only
those persons who could secure a seat must
fravel in a tram, then half of the people
would have their dinners cold at night.

Mr. ¥. A. CooPER: I was at the Mater
Hospital this morning between 10 and 11
o’clock, and I ¢ strap-hung’ both ways. That
1s not the busy time, either.

Mr. SIZER: There might be some good
reason for that. Although I agree with the
whole principle of the Bill, and say that no
nther alternative is possible but the scheme
proposed, I am satisfied that the Govern-
ment’s handling of the tramway business has
been responsible for the excessive strap-
hanging that takes place, and it is going
to be responsible for the additional burden
that the trust will have to carry. We know
very well that, because of the vendetta of
the Government against the company, the
whole business has been hung up for two
sears, and consequently the company has
made no arrangements to cope with the
increased businass.  In addition, the rolling-
stock has depreciated to a certain extent,
and it will cost a lot mmore money to bring
iz up-to-date than would have been the case
some two years ago. 1t will take from
£60.000 to £100,000 to place the rolling-stock
in as effective a condition as it was in two
vears ago. That is a chavge that the unfor-
tunate ftrust will have to carry, and the
Government are responsible for it. Had the
Government been prepared to deal with the
matter in a reasonable manner on that
ocecasion, instead of in a spirit of spleen, the
trust would have been saved that amount of
money, and the strap-hanging to a great
extent would have been avoided. :

The BIill generally will need a certain
amount of amerding when we get into Com-
mittee. There is room for simplification in

the moduns oprrandi for securing extensions.
it seoms absurd that the trust is to be
responsible for the poliey; the general
manager is to be responsible for the
administration, and then, when the trust has
decided that extensions arc necessary, the
question has to be passed on to another
authority—the (Goverament. who. in turn,
must ask the Advisorv Board whether ths
extension =hould be carried out! 1 have no
seems to be a tremendous amount of over-
lapping in that direction, and I hopc we
shall be able to convinee the Government
of the advisableness of leaving the question
of extensions in the hands of the trust. That
is & fair and reasonable proposal. Seeing
that the local authoritics affested will have
representation on the trust, surely it is
reasonable to ask that they should be the
people who should decide whether or not an
extension should be carried out. I have no
objection to the Government, if they feel
themselves responsible, keeping some sort of
¢ on the business so long as they are
1 sted; but to compel the trust to go
through all the rigmarole I have mentioned
before an cxtension can be made, scems to
me absurd and unnecessary. An amendment
will be moved in the direction I have
indicated, and I hope the Government will
give it favourable consideration. When we
et into Committee we shall have to remodel
the scheme. particularly in regard to the
trust and u the direction of extensions, and
2l as to the procepis on the local authori-
ties. These secem to be the three cardinal
points which require amending and simplify-
ing. We cannot improve much on the pro-
visions with regard to the administration.
Sn long as we know the gencral manager is
free and unfettered to run the system as a
business concern. we have every reason to
believe that cfficlent management will take
place.

This is one of the measures introduced by
this  Government that we can support,
cenerally speaking, because it is in the
interests of the people of the city. I helieve
that Brisbane will grow, and I am a believer
in the munisipalisation of trams, and now is
the most opportunc time to take them over.
Tven if I did not bolieve in the municipalisa-
tion of the Brisbane tramway system, I fail
to see any alternative. Therefore, 1 sup-
port the Bill. and hope the same ecfficient
management that is proposed in this Bill
will be introduced in other measures that
the Government mayv introduce into this
Chamber. T suggest to the Government in
all seriousness that thes take this Bill as a
model for future legislation, If they do that,
hetier rvesults will be obtained.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (47hert): This is a
measure which more intimately concerns the
members rvepresenting  metropolitan  and
suburban aress. At the same time, I think
it is a mwasure in which every member of
the House should take some interest, because

it involves important principles.

4 p.m.] The measure itself can be said

to be subjcet to criticism, and,
as has been pointed oui by previous speakers.
it is susceptible of some improvement. What
strikes me more particularly is that the local
authorities are told that without any option
on their part they must take over the busi-
ness of the Brisbane Tramways Conpany
without knowing what financial responsibility
will be placed upon them. It scems to me
that this is a very big matter, and that it

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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might well be left to the dec’s ion of the rate-
payers the mselves, who, under the present
franchise, are electors with the same qgualifi-
cations im connection with municipal repre-
sentation as they have in connection with
parliamentary representation. It might very
woll be left to them to decide whether they
degire to have this burden placed upon them,
I was surprised to hear the remarks of the
Premier lun connection with the suggestion
that a referendum should be taken. The
policy of the referendum was omne which
received very great attention from the Houss
when  the pwwﬂf Administration  first
oxstaiﬂed power. It was urged at the tine
by these who were qot believers in & matter
being taken out of Lne hands of the vog
sentatives of the ncop e and referred } Oc-.\_h to
the electors that the representatives of those
electors should be responsible; but that was
over-ruled by the advocates of the imiti
and referencdum. I observe that tho Premier
in this connection adopted th 1e very argu-
mex’r that were then used by the opponents
of the referendum, and suggested by what he
said that this matter was one ‘which should
be left to the decision of the representatives
of the people. It struck me as somewhat
singular that the hon. gentleman should Fave
pfrfoxmea such a volte face in connestion
with that policy. Further than that, there
are so many quesumns involved in this matter
that, in view of the responsibilities and O!O]l~
gations which will have to be undertaken by
the taxpayers—who to a large extent will
have wno say in the matter—this measure
should receive the full consideration of hon.
members. We have had various estimates
suggested as to the amount of compensation
which will have to be paid by the trust
which will be saddled with the responsibility
of the scheme. The Premier indicated that it
would amount to £1,200,000. In the last
balance-sheet of the Brishane Tramways
Company, it is estimated, without any refer-
ence to goodwill, that it will amount to
£1,700,000, or £500,000 in excess of the Pre-
mier’s estimate.

The Premier stated that he had taken the
highest legal opinion in connection with this
matter. Whether that oplmon is correct or
not, we must realise that ‘fhe Brisbane
Tramways Company is not going to submit
to anything which it may deem to be an
injustice to its shareholders. Unquestionahly
the legal proceedings in connection with this
matter are going to mvoTve the different
parties in the expenditure of a very large
sum of money. In a matter of such great
moment, in which undoubtedly an appeal to
the Privy Council will be invelvei, which-
ever party wins, a hefivy burden will be cast
upon the loser, and at the present t}rﬂe no
one can say who the loser will be. % has
struck me as somewhat singular that mnh
heavy burdens are being cast from time to
time upon the taxpayers in our large centres
of population. This is how I view the matter
as a Country member. We should have con-
ferences to decide what areas should be
allotted for residential purposes, and what
rates should be imposed, in order to obtain
the best results for the inhabitants of our
large cities. To-day, we find that in the
more distant suburbs the minimum ares
which has been suggested is in the vicinity
of 32 perches—thaf is, one chain frontage
with two chains in depth. Tven in our more
distant suburbs, with the increase in general
rating, the amount of taxation is increasing
year by year.

[Hon J. G. Appel.
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With the imposition of the burden which
will be placed upon the taxpayers in con-
nection with the Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, there is going to be a considerable
increase in that connection likewise. If it
is necessary to call upon the taxpayers to
make up any deficiency in connection with:
the tramway business, how will it be possible
for persons to retain even 32 perches with

a burden of taxation which will practically
amoun‘c to the rent that will be placed upon
them? That is a phase of the questlon which
has caused me to rise from my seat to analyse
this measure,

Owing to the fact that no action was taken:
some years back, matters 111 connection with
the tramway systemy have been held in abey-
ance, and only the barest repairs have been
carried out. . Of course, in some instances
it has been neceqsary to relay the tramway
where repairs were no longer possible. It
muet be evident, however, to every member
of the community who takes an interest in
cur tramway system, that a large sum of
money will be Tequued for relaying the
permanent way whoever may acquire the
tramways. A large amount of money will
also be required for the purchase of new
rolling-stock and interlocking gear, and also
for extensions. When we take all these
things into consideration, we can see that
the amount of the liability which will be
cast upon the local authorities will approxi- -
mate £3,000,000, The trust cannoi find the
whole of that money, and they will have to
get money by means of a loan. That loan is
going to cost a considerable amount of money
by way of interest. The interest involved
in a capital expenditure of £2,000,000 at &
per cent.—the interest, without allowing one
farthing for a Sinking Fund, will amount
to £120,000 per annum. On locking through
the ““ Year Book™ I find that the net return
from the Brisbane tramways for the year
1919-20 was £139,808. With a capital outlay
of £2,000,000, takmg everything into con-
qzdelatlon, we can assume that the amountk
that will have o be found for interest will
approximate £120,000. I have already indi-
cated that, before any additional lines can
be laid down, most extensive repairs must
be made, costing more even than the laying
down of a new permanent way. When we
think of the increased cost of material. and
the increased cost of labour, if the trust is
able to carry out this work for £1,000,000, it
will be very fortunate indeed. 1 want to
know where the funds are to be found to
enable the trust to carry out that work and
to continue an effective tram service without
calling upon the taxpayers—who are not
even represented on the trust. There are
three ways by which the money can be
obtained. One is by increasing the fares.
Is it likely the fares will be raised when we
know that the representatives are elected on
the parliamentary franchise which exists at
the present day? Under the circumstances,
is the trust likely to advocate an increase of
tram fares? If it does, we know what will
happen when its members have to come up
for re-election. Then, again, is the trust
likely to reduce the remuneration paid to
employees in the tram service? That, like-
wise, may be set aside.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The company may do both., They may
incréase the fares and reduce the wages of
employees.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I very much doubt
it. We have only one method of finding
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the money, and that is to call uwpon the
taxpayers %o make good the difference
bhetween the receipts and expenditure. These
are all matters that, ag the hon. member for
Logan said, might be oalled non-party
matters. We are voicing our opinions and
giving our criticisms of the measure, bub
they need not be looked at from a party
point of wview. There is another matter
that has been referred to which calls for
comament. The whole of the burden will be
cast upen the taxpayers in the metropolitan
area. While the whole burden is cast upon
those taxpayers, practically the Government
will control the trust. Is that advisable? Is
it democratic? I point out again that the
representatives of the local authorities are
1 1 on the same franchise that we arve.
they able to bear the responsibilities
which we are placing upon their shoulders?
The whole financial burden and the responsi-
bility are cast upon them. and thev should
have complete control. The general schemse
has been outlined in the measure. The Bill
provides that, as soon as practicable after
the constitution of the trust, a general
scheme for the future development of the
tramways and for the services of the district
shall be prepared by the trt The members
of the trust will comprise representatives
from the component local authorities who
are immediately interested in the tramway
service. 1 think it will be admitted that
they are the proper persons to decide on any
general scheme.

The

RBill provides—

“The trust shall submit proposals for
such general scheme to the Minister, who
shall refer same to an Advisery Board
appoinfed and paid by the Governor in

Council at the expense of the trust.”

What is the object of this additional body,
who teally will control the trust under the
Governor in Council? They are to be paid
at the evpense of the trust. What remunera-
tion will thev be paid? These are ail
matters which, to my mind-—since the
responsibility is placed, not upon the general
body of taxpayers. but upon a section of
the taxpayers of the community—should he
fully explained. We ought to know exactly
what cost is involved, and why it is neces-
* sary to submit any such scheme to an irre-
sponsible Advisory Board when it has been
dealt with by a trust composed of wmen
elected on the same franchise as ourselves,
and with » full knowledge of the needs of
the area which thev are administering. Why
should a body. which is responsible for the
whole of the business of the tramways, he
at the merey of a bodvy concerning whose
composition no information is given to us?
I certainly think that that information
cught to be given to us before we are asked
to confirm the subclause.
At 425 pom.,
The Spraxes resumed the chair.
\rother part of the same clause says—
“No extension or any alteration of
the framway or any new tramway shall
be constructed or made bv the truost
unless such extension or alteration or
new tramway conforms to the general
scheme.”

The scheme submitted by the trust bo the
Governor in Council, and approved by the
irresponsible Advisory Board, cannot he
altered except in one way—

“ Notwithstanding that any proposed

extension, alteration, or new tramway
does not conform o the general scheme,
such extension, alteration. or new tram-
way may be undertaken if approved by
the Governor in Council.” )

That inconsistency requires explanation and
clucidation. in view of the responsibility
piaced upon the ratepayers. The whole
scheme, which will be prepared by the -
irresponsible Advisory Board appointed by
the (fovernor in Couneil, and which cannot
be departed from by the trust, can never-
theless be altered by the Governor in Counnil,

Reference has been made to the draft Bills
prepared for submission to this House in
vears gone bv., I caused one to be drafted
in 1914, establishing a commission of repre-
sentatives of practically the same local
authorities as thoss comprised in the mea-
sure before us, but the trams were not, so
to speak, to be foisted upon them without
their consent. The measure simply placed
them in a position where they would have
the power and awthority at any time after
the passing of the ‘Act to purchase the
tramways at such a price and upon such
terms and conditions as were mutually
agreed upon between the commission and the
companv. Of course, at that time the fran-
chise of the company had still some six
vears to run-—that is. till September, 1980—
so that the Bill would have given them
power and authority to enter inio negotia-
tions  wi the company and come to an
agreement to .acauire the property at once.
Provision was also made that, at any time
after. September, 1920, the commission bad
nower to purchase, npon terms to be fixad
by arbitration or otherwise: but the fran-
chise of the companv having expired, no
allowsnce was to be made for poodwill. In
that draft mescurn. which was the result of
deputations bv lecrl  anthorities to Mr.
Denham, the then Premier, provision was
further made that the commission mighs
lease the tramways or any portion thersof
t6 AMY DErson or PErsons, company or com-
panies, who they considered could carry out
the necessary operations effectively and to
the financial benefit of the commission. Youw
will observe that the Bill before us differs
absolutely from that measure, because the
jocal authorities will be compelled, without
anv other option. to take over the whole of
these responsibilities so soon as the BIll
becomes law. and. as I have already pointed
oui, they are responsibilities about which

they kunow nothing at the present $ime.
Furthermore, however convenient, however

beneficial, it might be for them to lease or
otherwise deal with the tramwavs which will
become their property. the Bill absolutely
prehibits them from taking such a course.
In view of these things, I say again that it
iz absolutely necessarv that close scrutiny
should be brought to bear on the whole of
the measure before us, because it is very easy
to enter into a bargain, but it would be very
diffeott—in fact, it would be impossible—
to relieve the trust of the liability when it
is once placed on its shoulders. We must
deal with the business of the people as if’
we were dealing with our own private
concerns; and I ask if any private com-
pany desires to dispose of its property to
any obther company or private person, what
is the first thing which $the owners: of the
property to be disposed of are required tor
do?

Hon. J. G. Appel.}
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INTERRUPTION OF BUSINESS.
At. 4.30 p.n..

The SPEAKER : Order! Under Standing
Order No. 307, the business of the House
will now be interrapted for the purpose of
dealing with questicns and formal business.

QUESTIONS.
Fooprr SveeLiep 7o FarmErRs I1v 1902

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth)
asked the Secretary for Agriculture and
Btock—

‘1. What was the quantity and value
of fodder supplied to farmers during
the vear 19027

2. What was the amount outstand-
irg on this account on——(a¢) 3lst Decem-
ber. 1903; and (5) 31st December, 19157

“ 3 What was the quantity and value
of fodder supplied to farmers during
1915, and what was the amount outstand-
ing on this account on 3lst Decembur,

19167

“4. What was the auantity and value
of fodder supplied to farmers during the
wears 1918 and 1919°

5. What was the total amount onut-
standing on 31st December, 1920. on
acrount of ~the supplv of fodder to
farmers from 1902 to 1919, inclusive?

6. What pavments on account of
fodder so supplied have been made by
the Wheat Board to the Department of
Agriculture up to 30th June. 1922, and
what amount was still outstanding on
Ist July, 192277

_The SECRLETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. N. Gillies, Euelem® replied—

1. Nil
“2. {a) Nil: (%) nil.

“3. The distribution of fodder was
commenced in 1915, and was carried on
into 1916. The total quantity supplied
to farmers was 1,740 tons 13 owt. 3 qr..
which. with railage and other charges.
wes valued at £13911 2s. 7d. The
amount outstandinu on this account on
31st December, 1916, was £12,560 1s. 1d.

4. NIl

5. On  the 1st January. 1917, an
amalgamation was effected of all
accounts for seed wheat and fodder sup-
plied and cash advanced. Tt is. there-
fore, not practicable to separate the
fodder from the seed grain distributed
and other advances, because 1 do not
know to what separate item any sum
recetved is attributable.

. “6. See No. 5; but the tofal outstand-
ing on the 1st July, 1922, on the amal-
gamated accounts, was £34.697 2s. 7d.”

GRrapINe OoF WaHEAT CroP orF 1920-21.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS asked the Secro-
tary for Agriculture and Stock—

** Referring to his answer to my ques-
tion on 12th instant, relative to the
wheat guarantee—

1. Will he explain the difference
between f.a.q. wheat and wheat of prime
milling quality?

2. What was the quantity of f.a.q.
wheat and wheat of prime milling
quality,  respectively, produced 1n
Queensland during 1920-217

“ 3. Has 7s. 3d. per bushel been paid
for f.a.q. wheat produced in Queens-
land during 1920-217

“4. Who was responsible for grading
the 1920-21 wheat as wheat of prime
milling quality?

““5. Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment  to  now differentiate  between
f.a.q. wheat and wheat of prime milling
quality in respect of the balance of 9d.
per bushel due under the guarantee of
8s. per bushel?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

replied—

1. The term fprime milling wheat’
in my former reply to the hon. member
was used because it signified the actual
words of the decision of the Government
with regard to the guarantee. Prime
milling wheat represents grain of ths
highest quality and weight per bushel,
which with other standards, f.a.q., efe.,
is fixed each year by the State Wheat
Board according to the average quality
of the grain for the season, and paid
for accerdingly.

2. Season  1920-1921—f.a.q.  wheat,
2.855.830 bushels: No. 1 red -wheat, 3,947
bushels—total, 2859777 bushels. The
classification by the State Wheat Board
for 1920-1921 was not on a prime milling
wheat basis.

3. Yes.

‘4. See No. 2.

“5. No change will be made in rela-
tion to the method of payment.”’

Arear or CHarTERs ToWERS (GOLDFIELD
RESERVE AND HOLDINGS THEREON.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queeniton) asked the

RQecretary for Mines—

“1. What is the area of the Charfers
Towers Goldfield Reserve?

“ 92, What area i3 held under occupa-
tion license?

3. (¢ What are the number of hold-
ings  under miners’ homestead leases?
(p) What is the area?

“ 4. {a) What are the number of hold-
ings under perpotual leases. (b) What is
the arca?

“5 () What 1s the number of market
gardens ? (h) What is the arca?

6. (a) What is the number of gold-
mining leases? (b) What are the areas?

“7. What is the balance available? ”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.

A. J. Joncs, Paddington) roplied—

*“1. About 615 square miles.

2, 1102 square miles.

“ 3, (a) 11,474; (b) 253,412 acres.

“ 4. {«) Miners’ homestead perpetual
loases. 310; (b) 50,162 acres, Perpetual
leases under Lands Act, 16 and 7,703
acres, respectively.

“5. {a) 15; (D) 49 acres.

“6. (a) 9; (b) 139 acres.

“ 7. Balance (including roads, reserves,
ete., and unselected land), about 10 square
miles.”
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Lire Assurance CowmpaNIiEs’ DEPOSITS. «“5 On what dates, and (iin th;lt
e ] rinents made to the
Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS asked the rﬂjf‘i;éiﬁz(\r?’ere the paym m
“Treasurer— s e

‘1. Has his attention been drawn to
an article in the ¢ Daily Mail’ of gth
September, 1922, relative to * Life Assur-
ance Compnies’ Deposits’?

“2 Is it a fact that one or more life
assurance compalies was or were allowed
to make a deposit with the Treasurer of
less than the full £10,000 required by
section 5 of the Life Assurance Com-
panies Act of 19017

“3 If so, which company or com-
panies registered since 1916 was or were
so permitted ?

5 (Can the Treasurer legally accept
a deposit of less than the full £10,000
required by the abovementioned section
of the Life Assurance Companies Act of
10017
7. What company or companies paid
the full deposit of £10,000, as required by
the Act?”
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Chillagoe) replied—

“1. Yos,

“9 No; but in certain cases the Trea-
surer has agreed to accept the deposit in
instalments.

5th February, 1922 2,000

“4, On what dates were such com-
panies registered in Queensland? “3 to H—
T T .
T Trate of Date on which R e
Name of Company. [ Registration. Deposit was Lodged, | *1OUaY:
i
': B £
“The Soathern Cross Assurance Company, Limited .1 9th August, 1921 7th November, 1921 3,000

The
“The

The

Queenslanid Probate Insurance (‘ompany, Limited | 26th May, 1

|
| )
|
|

Australian Probate and General Assurance Cor- | 22nd June, 1932

poration, Limited

1
{ 12th May, 1922 3,000
14th August, 1022.. | 2,000
10,000
$22.. ' 15th August, 1022.. | 5,000
11th Angust, 1922 5,000

Citizens and Graziers” Life Assurance Company,
Limited ]
i

1st August, 1922..

The Life Assurance Companies Act of  CLEANERS EMPLOYED 1N RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

1901 provides that a company formed
after the passing of that Act may make
the deposit at any time mnot later than
three months after the incorporation or
registration of the company.

“6, No; and there is no intention to
do so.
“7. The following companies have

made the full deposit:—

Australian Mutual Provident Society ;

Australasian Temperance and Gene-
ral Mutual Life Assurance Society,
Limited ;

Australian Metropolitan Life Assur-
ance Company, Limited;

City Mutual Life Ascurance Bociety,
Limited;

Litizens’ Life Assurance Company.
Limited ;
Colonial  Mutual Life Assurance

Society, Limited;

Equitable Life Assurance
the United States;

National Hutual Life Association of
Australesia, Limited;

New York Life Assurance Company:

Australian Provincial =~ Assurance
Association, Limited;

Life Insurance Company of Australia.
Limited ;

Provident Life Insurance Company;

Mutual Life Insurance Company of
New York;

Southern Cross Assurance Company,
Limited ;

Equitable Life Assurance Company
of Queensland, Limited;

Mutual Life and Citizens’ Assurance
Company, Limited.”

Society of

Afr. BRAND (Burrum) asked the Secretary

for Railways—

=1, Will he kindly supply the follow-
ing information—

(i) (2) Number of cleaners employed
during August, 1922; (#) number em-
ployed short time; and (¢c) number of
engines in use?

(ii.} («) Number of cleaners employed
during August, 1912; (b) number em-
ploved short time; and (¢) number of
engines then in use?

2, To what cause does he attribute
the present working of short time by
cleaners in the railway service?

» 3. What was the average weekly
wage paid to adult cleaners (exclusive of
senior cleancrs) during the month of
August, 19227

* &, Have shop hands, shed employees,
such as cxaminers, shedmen, ete., been
restored to full time?

5, If =0, why have cleaners not re-
ceived a similar treatment?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Hen. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“ 1, To sccure this information from all
the twenty-six locomotive dep0ts at which
time-shects are prepared in all parts of
the State would involve considerable time
and labour. The figures for Mary-
borough and Bundaberg (in which I pre-
sume the hon. member is principally
interested) are as under—

(i.) (@) 29 at Maryborough and 21 ab
Bundaberg; (b) none worked short time
at either place; (¢) 38 at Maryborough
and 18 at Bundaberg.

(ii) {a), (b), (¢), These figures are
not available.
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‘2. At some dep6ts short time is being
worked owing to reduced train mileage
and lesser trafiic, also owing to the fact
that the men desired to pool the avail-
able work rather than deflate cleaners,

3. The average was £4 6s. at Mary
borough and £4 14s. at Bundaberg, in-
cluding cleaners temporarily acting as
firemen.

“4. Yes

B, Bee answer to No. 2.7

Barror vor Matze Poor.

f)'f)‘. CLAYTON (Wide Bay), in the absenco
of Mr. Edwards (Veaangs), asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture—

“1. How many f{forms were recently
sent out to maizegrowers relarive fo the
formation of a maize pocl?

‘2. How many roplies to the questions
azked were received?

. 5. Did such replics disclose a majority
in favour of a maize pool? If so, what
majority 7

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replicd—

“1 to 3. No ballot upon the specific
question of a maize pool has been taken,
but growers have been asked, in addition
to several other inquiries, whether they
favoured a pocl or not. The returns are
not yet complete, but I hope to make a
stutenvent shortly.”

UxeMPLOYED REGISTERED AT
LABOUR EXCHANGE.

Mr. CATTERMULL {(Musgrarc) asked the
Home Secrctary
~ ““Referring to his statement on 5th
instant, that the number of unemployed
registered at the Bundaberg Ixchange
on 2lst August, 1922, was 41—JIs it not
a fact that the number registered at this
Exchange on 4th instant was 2807 If
not, what was the actual number regis-
tered on that date?”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES. in the
absence of the Home Sccretary (Hon., W.
McCormack, Cairns), replied— °

_ I have no definite information regard-
ing the number on 4th instant, Inquiry
will be made.”

BUXDABERG

Leap-Po1soNiNGg 1IN CHILDREN Ix QUEENSLAND.

Mr. GREEN (Townsville), in the absence
of Mr. Elphinstone (Owxley), asked the Home
Secretary—

“ 1. With referenze to the proposed
amendment to the Health Act, in swhich
prevision is made restricting the use of
white lead in paint on surfaces within
reach of children, is he aware that the
Commonwealth Government is prepared
to conduct a medical investigation into
the incidence of lead-poisoning in children
in Queensland, provided they are ro-
quested officially to do so by the Queens-
land Government?

‘2. As the matter is a very important
one, and considerable cnlightenment
should ensue from such an investigation,
will he consider the lodging of an official
request with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment forthwith? ” i

8
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES, in the
absence of the Home Secretary, replied—
¢ 1. Yes.
*“ 2. This has already been done.”

C'osT oF BUILDING STATE BUTCHERY AT MACKAY.

Mr. SWAYNE (3Mirant) asked the Minister
in Charge of State Enterprises—

“ What was the cost of building the
State butcher’s shop in Mackay ({this
refers to the building only, without any
of the working plant or land on which
it stands)?”’

Hox, W. FORGAN SMITH
replied—

* Cost of building, £2,132 2s. 1d. This
cost incjudes—Insulated cold stores; con-
denser house; cork linings and trays;
store rooms; shed; tallow boilers zet in
brickwork; drainage; lavatories: con-
crete foundations; and reinforced con-
crete floors.  The fittings. which were
incind:d in the cost, aggregate £224.”

(M ackay)

FYPENDITURE o8 OQUTDoOR RELIEF, 1620-1921
AND 1821-1922.
Mr. CLAYTON asked the Iome

tary

Sacre-

1 Has he taken cognisance of the
fact {as shown in the annual report) that
the following amounts have been ex-
pended on outdoor relief during the twe
financial years 1920-1921 and 1921-1922:—

£ & d.
Brishane 89,235 5 11
Bowen 3208 1 1
Charters Towers 5,457 2 9
Bundaberg 17,959 5 2
Ipswich 6,459 4 1
Kuridala 3,098 17 7
Mackay R 6,116 12 9
Maryborough 6,438 15 3
Mount Morgan 42,630 3 2
Rockhampton 11,826 2 7
Toowocomba 4852 7 6
Townsville 19,399 12 4
Wynnum 5,675 17 8

©¢9. Ts he aware that (cxcluding the
metropolitan arca) the actual residents
who received outdoor relief during these
vears were—1020-1921, 26,267; 1921-1922,
34,313—total, 60,5807

“3. Does he consider these figurrs show
that this State is passing through an era
of prosperity, as stated by the hon.
member for Brisbane in a speech recently
delivered in this House? If so, does he
attribute such prosperity to the wise
administration of the present Govern-
ment? ”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES, in the
abience of the Home Secrctary, replied—

1. Yes.

2. Yes. )

« 3, My views on this matter were dis-
closed when the relief vote was under
discussion.”

DIrFERENCES BETWEEN PRICES FIXED FOR BEEF
TN MARYBOROUGH AND BUNDABERG.

Mr. CATTERMULL asked the Premier—
“1. Is he aware of the big differences
between the prices fixed by the Commis-

sioner of Prices for beef at Maryborough
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and Bundaberg, as illustrated by the

following items:— .
Maryborough | Bundaberg: Differsnce
—_— . perlb per 1b. per b,
5. d. i
Topside .. 0 5 3d, ! 2d,
Sirloin '
roast ! o v 5d. ! 2d,
Fillet steak, 011 ad. ! 24,
Rump
stuak 09 5. 44,
“irloin
steak 0 8 5d. : 34,
Tripe g 7 5d. : 24,
Ox tail
(each) 10 od. 34,
Ox braing
{each) 0 6 4d. 2d.

*2. Secing that the supplies for both
towns are drawn from the same source,
can he explain the reasons for these

differences ¥’

The PREMIER
replied—

(Hon. E. G. Theodore)

‘1. The prices quoted for Bundaberg
are at variance with the Commissioner’s
fixturss,

2. See answer to No. 1.7

CosT 70 RAILWAY DEPARTMENT OF COAL 4T
BararaBa AND S7yx River STATE Mines

Mr. BRAND asked the
Railways—

“What is the cost to the
Department of—(a) Baralaba,

Secretary for

Railway
(&) Styx

coal, at the pithead?”’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
rephed~
‘“ {a) Baralaba, lds.; (&) Styx, 20s;

(¢} Burrum, 26s. 9d.”
Mr. Bra¥p: I did not ask for the Burrum
figure.

~ The SECRETARY
But you got it.

FOR RAILWAYS:
(Laughter.)

REFUND or T.axp Tax.
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth),

without notice, asked the Premier—

“ Will he instruct the Commissioner of
Taxes to write to all taxpayers who are
affected by the recent amendment of the
Tard Tax Act, advising them as to the
amount of land tax which has wo be
refunded to them, according to the

addcesses which he has in his office at
‘hm present time?”

The PREMIER replied—

“ What the hon. member asks is prac-
“tically an impossibility. The Commis-
sioner of Taxes cannot be expected to
address communications to about 26,000
or 27,000 taxpayers. Full publicity has
been given to the right of taxpayers to
claim a deduction. It also has been
made public to those who have paid in
error, that they can claim a remission
with respect to tax paid at any time
during the last three years. It will not
be the fault of the Commissioner of Taxes
if apphcatlons for remissions are not
made.”’
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KMr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), without

notice, asked the Premier—

‘ Is it not a faect that the Commissioner
of Taxes is responsible for a great deal
of the land tax being overpaid, because
of the fact that the income tax forms
sent out state that land tax can be
claimed merely @5 a deduction from in-
come, and not as a deduction from income
tax 7’

The PREMIER replied—
he hon. gentleman is wrong. Any
formation conveyed fo the taxpayer
land tax may be claimed as & deduc-
i~ quiie correct information, and,
r. the Commissioner has always
votificd the taxpayer that he is entitled
to a deduction if he has omitted to claim
it 1f the information contained in. his
seturn indicates that he is entitled to
cuch a deduetion.”

BRITISH IMPERIAL OIL COMPANY'S
TRAMWAY AND WORKS BILL
THIRD READING.
Mr. PETRIE (Toombul):
“That rhe Bill be now
time.”’

T beg to move—
read a third
Guestion put and passed.

TRAMWAY TRUST BILL.
or DEBATE.

BRIRBANE
REoNn READING—RESTMPTION
tlox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): When the
drbate swas temporarily suspended, I was
suggesting that, 1f any business was disposed
of or converted into a company, the fullest
information would be given to those who
were invited to beconte shareholders in that
comnpany. If a concern was submitted to the
rnub]‘c with so mueh lack of information as
is tlie cave in connection with this concern,
would there be a successful flotation ? We
+ realise that it would be an absolute
It was mentioned in the annual
Tramwaxs Company that, if
the company continued, the question of
removing  the power-house would become
wenre. 1 umwhmnd that the Commissioner
for Railwavs, on whose reserve the power
lanr i= situated. has indicated that he
ires the whole of that site. We must
¢ thar the rvmoval and the reconstrue-

fia
TEPOrT b_‘; the

tios of the power-house will involve a con-
siderable ourlay on the part of the trust.
I would like some information from the

Premicr as to the position of the trust in
regard to that matter. If it is proposed
to carrs out the intentions of the Railway
Department o utilise the whole of that site,
and have the power-house removed, on whose
shoulders will the responsibility be placed?

Mr. GrEpsox: What
cemtral power station?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am only acquainted
with the premises occupied by the Brisbane
Tramways Company, and I understand that
the company supplies a considerable amount
of electricity to the Railway Commissioner.
The whole of the power generated for the
puUrposes of the trams is generated on those
premises, understand that the Tramways
Company llRa 1(‘6(1\"’(1 an intimation that it
will have to seek a new s'te. All the informa-
tion I ask for is. What will be the position of
the trust? Will it be required to vacate

Hon. J. G. Appel.]

is wrong with one
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that arca?
lay in
plant.

Mr. GLEDSON: Not necessarily.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Premier appar-
engly has changed his views so far as con-
trol of the tramways by the State is con-
cerned. In his remarks he indicated, more
or less, that the State should not be con-
cerned in a trading venture such as running
tramways within a city. The ratepayers
are to have this burden placed upon their
shoulders without being permitted to say
whether they desire to accept the responsi-
bility or not. I want to point out that it
may be possible for the leader of the Govern-
ment, in view of the great losses which are
made in certain of our State trading con-
cerns, such as State trawling, and so on, and
50 on——

The SncRETARY rOR Mives: That is a vague
staioment—'* so on and so on.”

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have heard the
hon. gentleman make similar statements.

The SECRETARY ror Mives: Very rarely.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have heard him
make statements more vague than that. We
have the State trawling industry. It has
resulted in a loss. The hon. gentleman
might say that this is a matter for the local
authorities, and that thex should supply fsh
to the ratepayers. Without giving them the
option, the Premier can take similar action
and unload any of the other State enterprises
on to the unfortunate ratepayers. That is
one reason why the local authorities should
have an opportunity of stating whether they
desire to take over these responsibilities or
not.  We know that under the present Act
the local authorities are compelled to take
a poll on any loan, no matter how small it
may be; and how much more necessary is it
in connection with this concern, involving an
expenditure of at least £2,000,000, without
takirg into consideration the cost of exten-
sions and the necessary expenditure to bring
the rolling-steck up to a state of efficiency?

The PreMIER: When the hon. member was
a member of the Government, he agreed to
commit the general ratepayers to an expend-
iture of over £2,000,000 in connection with
the Metronolitan Water and Sewerage Board
without giving any opportunity for a poll to
be taken.

Hox. J. G. APPEL:

If so, it will mean a hugs out-
re-crecting and reconstructing the

I am very glad that

the Premicr has raised that matter. In that
case we had a Water Board which was
administered by nominess of the Govern-
ment, and the Government of the day

decided that. iu view of the necessity of a
greater water =nd sewerage scheme being
entered into., thors who were the users of
the water should have the right to elect
representatives upon that hward, and the
Government liberalised it. They left it in
the hands of the water users to elect their
representatives, and by so doing they gave
to the users of water all the rights that pre-
viously had been exercised by the Govern-

ment. That is all we are asking in this
matter. It Is not suggested that we are

opposed to the municipalisation of the trams;
we are simply urging that the question of
taking over the Brisbane tramway system be
left to the ratepayers, who appoint their
representatives on the local authoritics on
the same franchise on which we are elected
to this Assembly. Why should they not

[Hon. J. G. Appel.

have that right? Tt is admitted that a refer-
endum is democratic. Why should we take
that right away when, so far as the local
authorities are concerned, this is so impor-
tant a matter, and when, as I have already
indicated, we have admitted the right of the
ratepavers to say whether they desire a loan
to be obtained for the carrying out of any
work, however small that loan may be? It
is only a fair and equitable thing that that
right should be accorded to the ratepayers.
We have to realise that the condition of the
tramways in 1913 and 1914 was totally dif-
ferent to what it is to-day. Conditions have
absolutely changed. The cost of construction
will be ever so much greater, and, judging
by the operations which have been carried
out by the present Administration, they are
awarc of that, and undoubtedly they have
not the same field that they had in those
vears; they will have to compete more or
ess with other forms of conveyance, such as
motor ’‘buses. which in all the cities of
Turope ard in the larger cities of the Com-
monwealth are taking a very prominent
place in the conveyance of passengers. An
offer was rvecently made to the Newcastle
(lity Council to take over the framway ser-
vice in that city, but they refused on the
advice of their engineer that a motor ’hus
service would be better. There we have an
object lesson.

The SPEAKER indicated that the hon.
member had exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): I do not know
that this BRill, dealing with the Brisbane
tramways., has a great deal to do with
countrv districts, but there are some prin-
ciples involved in it on which I would like
to express an opinion. The hon. member for
South Brisbane put forward one or two sug-
oestions with which I would like to deal.
That hon. member raised a question as to the
reappointment of the men who were dis-
missed during the 1912 sfrike, and he said
it was his intention, at the Committee stage,
to provide as far as possible for those men
being reinstated in  their old positions,
When the Premier was moving the sccond
reading of the Bill, he made it perfectly
clear that the genmeral manager was fto have
the sole right to put on men and to put
them off and have the whole conduct of the
Dusiness in his hands.

The Premier: Subject to appeal.

Mr. MOORE: Subject to the Appeal
Board. 1 recognise that, and I sincerely

hope no amendment will be inserted in the
Bill that will take awas the supreme control
from the general manager, bocause I look
upon that a: one of the necessary safeguards,
and, when we bave an hon. member getting
up and sayive that he is going to endeavour
to sec that the 500 men who were put off
some years ago are o be put on again, 1t
opens up a very burning question. Omne of
our objections to the local authorities taking
over this tramway business was that we
were afraid outside influence would  be
brought to bear whereby the friends of the
members of the trust would be pushed into
the tramway service to the detriment of the
service and against the best interests of the
people. The hon. member for South Brisiane
also referred to the fact that the seating
accommodation is not sufficient during the
busv kours of the day. If it is intended that
the trust which is to take over the tramway
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service must put on a sufficient number of
cars in the busy hours of the day to provide
seeting accommodation for every traveller,
what hope is there of this service ever pay-
ing av w117 We recognise that it is a very
ifficult thing to cope with the traffic in the
busy It is impossible to provide the
necessary accommodation to give everyone

a sOat.

1 Don’t you think there is rocm
for improvement?

Mr. MOORE: There are plenty of times
during the day when thers are not many
people o©n the trams. You cannot put a
tram on fer an hour or so and then take
it off again. The whole thing has to be
looked at from the cconomic aspect. It
is quite possible that the trust may not be

very careful and economical in

[5 p.m.] its management when it knows
that the loss on the trams, if
any, iz to be borne by the ratepayers. That
is a principle I object to. I think the people
who use the trams sheould pay any loss there
may ks, To my mind, it is most ridiculous
to say that the ratepayers—the property-
ownnrs—atre to bear the brunt of any loss
which takes place. An agitation may come
from a large section of the people who are
not rat-payers forcing the trust to make a
numier of improvements, which may make
it impossible for the tramways to be a pay-
ing eoncern, and the people who will have
to foot the bill will be the property-owners
in the metropolitan arca. Yet they are not to
be allowed the opportunity of saying whether
they want to take the tramways over or
not. The hon. member for South Brisbane
seemed to indicate that the local authoritivs,
hecause they have dared to offer an objection
to taking over the trams under the present
circumstances, as they do not know what
they will have to pay for them, should be
turned out of office at the next election,
because of the fact that they are such miser-
able failures in business circles that thes
are unable, or do not feel confident, to take
over the trams and manage them in a com-
petent way, and therefore they are not fif
to be trusted with municipal business, It is
very different taking over a huge concern
like the tramway system to conducting an
ordinary business.

The Pzesirr: The best manager possible
will ke appointed, and he will be absolutely
independent of Parliament. We provide for
that.

MMr. MOORE: The general demeanour of
hon. members opposite signifies that the
position will be left open.

The PrEvier: I will ask the hon. member
to support me.

Mr. MOORE: Even if his own side desert
him, I support the Premier in providing
that the manager shall have full control, and
that nobody outside shall interfere with him.
Because some people object to take over an
urknown hability, T do not think that is
anv reason for saying that they should give
up their seats on local authorities. We know
that thore are individuals who are willing
to take over any liability, especially when
somebody clse has to pay for it, and that is
the position now. There are some men in
locul authorities who would be very keen
supporters of the scheme and prepared to
take over the tramways, no matter what the
cost might be, because they know that, if
a loss is incurred, the property-holders in
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the surrounding distriets will have to pay
for 1v. That ix & dangercus principle. We
have to recognise that there is a larec number
of ratepuvers in Brishane who arc feeling
very shaky about this matter, We know that
the s are enormously high around Bris-
too high for people conveniently to

H

vay: and, when there i« a possibilty of hav-
g ra added to, and they have no

voice as to whether the tramws shall be
taken over or not, they have every right to b=
suspicious of a I3} like this being forced
upen them. Undsr the Lecal Authorities
Act there are cortain provisions laid down
for the protection of people who have to
Lay rates. I do wot think it is a fair thing,
because the Government find themselves in
an awlkward situation and are not able to
tak> over the tramways themselves, for them
to be in a position to force the scheme on
to the local authorities without giving the
people concerned an opportunity to vote on
the matter.

The Prevrer: Did
that the Government
over?

Mr. MOORTE: Ye

The Premier: You suggest that 1t is
becauze they are in an unfinancial position
and cannot take them over?

Mr. MOORE: They have not got the
money. The Brishane Tramway Purchasa
Act of 1920 was ultra vires altogether, and,
heeause the Government find themselves in
this position to-day, they are foreing the
local authorities to take the tramways over.
If the Government had thought they had
authority to go on with the scheme under
the 1920 Act, as they say they had, I think
that they would have gone on with 1t if they
had thought they had a reasonable chance of
success.
 The Prosier : W= could have gone on with
it.

Mr. MOORE: You would not have had
much chanre of carrying it through. If the
Governmsnt have a contract with the Tram-
ways Company, and are going to pass another
Act to abrogate the rights of the company,
then the company has still vights under the
law. I do not think tha: the Government
had power to go on with it under the 1920
Act.

The PreMIER: The hon. member is wrong.

Mr., MOORE: We do not know that,
because we never got to the court to discover
whether we were wrong. The local authori-
ties in Brisbane are now going to have an
unknown liability forced upon them, and I
do not think it is a fair thing to carry out
this proposal unless we give the_ electors the
opportunity of voting and saying whether
they will take the tramways over or not.
If a proposal was made to start a tramway
in a local authority area, the ratepay=rs could
demand a vote.

The PreEmIER: The lability cannot be
determined until the trams are acquired and
the compensation fixed.

Mr. MOORE: They should have an oppor-
tunity of saying whether they are prepar
to take over an unknown liability. I do not
think the Premicr would agree to take over
a liability, the extent of which he did not
know.

The PREMIER:
able amount.

the hon. member say
would not take them

]

=

It is going to be a reason-

Mr. Moore.]
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Mr, MOORE If that is so, why not give
the pcople an opportunity of saring whether
they are prepared to shoulder the burden ?

The Presier: They szaid so at the last
election.
Mr. MOORE: They did not say that at

all; the question has not been put before
them. They believe in the puncxple of taking
over the tramwars, but they did not know
what the terms of this Bill would be. The
local authorities have now discussed the Bill,

and, as a result, they do not feel inclined
to take up the 1(wpon~1mht" Whan the
elected  representatives of the  ratepayers

decide agamst the propesal by such a la

majority, I think it is only a faiy his
that the electors themselves should have
opportunity of voting, and deciding whe
to accept the lability thev ave asked to
undertake or not
There ars one or two other points I wouid
like to mention, because it scems to wo thet
we are Uehng into ruthor a dangerous podx-
tion: for instance. there iz the svstem of
conflicting control under the Biil. Clauss 32
provides that th» trust may—
“ For the purposa of s
developing the trafic of any tram system,
carry on the business of o,nmbm pro-
prictors, and purchase, acquire, and use
any vehicles, hr" :, moebors, and things
which in the op n of the trust may bhe
required for thr\ purpose of carrving on
such business.”

The local authorities themsclves have power
to run motor-cars and other vehicies, and,
if vou are going to have the trust coming
in and controlling motor 'huses and other
vehicles, in*erf ring  with the local
authorvities ch ha ve to make the roads
and keep them in order, it seems to me we
are goirg to gt into an anomalous position,
If the lou\l uu‘rhorlt os have to maks ro
to run the motor "huse: on, they should have
power to colleet license foes and sav whether
the “huses shall be permitted to run or not
That should not k= under the control of the
trust. If the trust is going to be silowed
give licenses for motor veohicles to rus
roads which the trust has not to k
most  extraordinary  position  will
Claws 32 alzo provides that the trust may-—
“Tor the purpose of stmm!a‘nmg or

3

de “‘o])*nv traflic, wstablish or M‘“n and
mainiain, or assist in establishing, keep-
ing. or maintaining, and r(‘n* Iet, lease,

buv. sell, or grant leenswes in respeet of
E: bA
public parks, gardens. restaurants,

That is another conflicting provision. Local
authoritics have aunthority to license these
places of entertainmont, and if the trust
comes in and gives leenss for plaees of
cntertainment, and the local authorities

from the point of view of the welf: of the
citizens object to such licenses being granted,
an impos sible position will ar

At 510 p.m..

Mr. E. A, Coorer (Bromer)
panel of Tomporary Chairm: ”,
Spenkor in the chair.

Mr. MOORX: I think it is an unfortuna
thing that in a Bill such as this outside
influence should b brought in which max
cause litigation later on. The trust is being
brought into existence for one specific pur-
pose, and that is to run the trams in an
efficlent way for the benefit of the people
in the metropolitan area. There iz no use

[Mr. Moore.

one of ths
" roleved the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill.

bringing in any outside elements which will
conflict with the local authorities. If the
trust is go.ng to be allowed fo give licenses
to motor ’buses, what is going to happen?
A the present time thas is a matter for the
local authorities, and the local authorities
have to make the roads. We know what the
offect of light motor cars is on macadamised
w)ﬁd. so you can easily see what the effect
zoing to be when there are huge motor
‘buses running on the roads. The upkeep
o° the roads is a scrious matter at present
for the local authorities, and the trust should
nof be allowed to interfere with the local
authorities with regard to the licensing of
motor 'buses unless the trust also agrees tao
nrovide the funds to maintain the roads.
it we put a clause in the Bill to provide
that the trust maz license motor ’buses and
koep the roads in repair, then 1t will be a
‘Uﬁ'mont state of affairs altogether. But
iz nothing in the Bill at all about the
ssuming That 1upom1b1htv The whols
the abrogation of the rights of the
snayers and clostors in the me*mpohtan
listrict.  They have no say whether they
sant to undertake this responsibility or not.
Just because we have come to an impasse at
the present time, and because the local
authoritics do not feel themselves justified or
competent to take over the concorn, that is
ne reason why it should be folsted on to the
ratepayers,  They should have the whole of
the fact put bo{ove them. The Government
have had plenty of opportunity to put the
facts efore  the ratepayers. Tet  the
enthusir put the truc case before the
electors in the metropolitan area, and see if
they are willing to accept the responsibility.
Iz will not take long to do that, because
Brisbane i3 a cirgumseribed ares and the
clovtoral rolls are practically available.
v, Harmizy: Will it cost snuch money ?

MOORE: The hon. gentleman asks
ould cost much money, yet he was
of the strongest advocestes for the

iztive and referendum to submit every
ticn to the pecple.
And vou

of it

one of the

wors

- are vou in favour of it

MOORE:

Because 1 recognise that this

to cost a lot of money, and, as the
enarers in the srea hav e shoulder the
ion, they should have the right to vote

say whether they are prepared to
der the liability or not. That is where
16 mfvmu‘ty comoes in.  IfF is not a fair
g that the rat-payers should be put in
*m\mn“ that they are in to-day, and it
- justice to sllow them to say whether
are propalr}& to accept the responsibility
not., If the case is pub before them, and
r ave asked if thoey are prepared to take
Hability, then tho m'}ftm rests in thei
hands,  There is no doubt that it

oW I
not going to be a pavable proposition for the
first few years,

Mr. HFlaryrEY : Why will it not be a payable
proposition ?
3fr. MOORE: We know perfectly well

that, if provision has to be made for a larger
number of cars and more men to run them,

the trams will not be a payable proposition.

Mr. HarTLEY: Why is it necessary to have
new cars?
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Mr. MOORE: That was one of the main
arguments used by the hon. member  for
South Brisbane. He said that there were
not enough cars to carry the people at the
present time. If you are going to have new
cars to give the poople scating accommoda-
tion, then it is gowng to interfere with the
wost of running the trams.

Mr. Hartopy: Would it not be just the
sama if Badger got a renewal of the
franchise ¥

Mr. MOORE: The position is different in
the case of the trust, because, if it makes a
loss, it can call on the ratepayers to make it
up; but. if Mr. Badger makes a loss, he
has no one to call on.

Mr. Hartiey: He will not make a loss—
vou cai be sure of that.

Mr. MOORE: If the eloctors
tiust. and ask it to find seating accommoda-
fion in the trams, then the trust will call on
the ratepavers to find the moncey.

Mr. Ferrices: The company can call upon
the travelling publie to make up any loss
and it does if.

Mr. MQGRT: The company cannot do it.
You know quite well that, when the com-
pany wanted to increase the fares, the Com-
missioner of Prices interfered.

Mr. RiorpaN: The trust can strike a levy
on the ratepavers if it wishes to do so.

Mr. MOORE: Yes, I know. The rate-
pavers will be responsible, but they should
not be made responsible without sayving
whether they are agrecable or not. They
have to carrv the burden, and, once the
trust is elected. there will be an agitation
to provide more cars. The agitation will
be much worse against the trust than it was
agalnst the company, and the trust will have
to bow down to the ratepavers.

Mr. Harrtiey: No. Why
down to the ratepayers?

Myr. MOORE: The trust will have to bow
down. We ean sece it done every day.

My Hamrtery: This Government do not
bow down to them.
Mr., MOORE:
ment do bow down.
MMy, iiavriry: ‘The Government do not
bow down fo the aitators for free trains or

traine cevery five minutes,

push the

should it bow

Nonsense!  The

revernt

MOORE: There will be an agiiation
crease the fares and freights.
Do rou think the fare« and

cigl sould be increased?
My MOORE: No

Mr, Fswriey: That is an argument in
favonr of leaving the #rust out of

sltogethov, if they incvease the fares and

OORE think the people who use
the ms cnonld bv the ones »who should be
called on to make them pay.

Ay, Furpiogs: The people who pay
fares pay the rates.

Mr. MOORE: I do not agree with that.
They do not-pay the rates at all. We shall
find that the people will agitate to get a
sufficient number of trams.

Mr. Ferricks: The company made a profit
of £82,000 faxt yoar.

tram

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for South
Brishane said that the tram servics was a
success becauss the company did not provide
enough cars to carry the people. If you
are going to aiter all that, and put on a
sufficient number of cars to give evervone a
scat, then the trams are not going to be
nrofitable.  You will not get sufficient money
then tn make renewals, pay interest and
redemption, and carry out extensions.

My, TERRICKS: We shou]d see that the
people get seating accommodation before we
Lother about profits.

My, MOORE :

The argumcent has becn thas
the tru<t would run the trams just as
efficientlv as the company, so that the local
avthorities would make ¢ vnothlnu out of if.
I cannot sec how they are going to make
ivthing ont of it if vou are going to put on
new cars. The burden will be put.on to the
fepavers.
WEIR: Bupposs
per ¢ont,
et eent.,
there are

they increasc the ataff
and increase the cars by 50
that would not be many. Lecauss
ounly 17 cars now.

My, MOORE: If you increase the cars br
500 per cent., the staff by 50 per cent.. and
the running costs by 50 per cent., then vou
are not going to make the trams pay. We

w very well that a lot of renewals are
required.  The hon. member for South
Brisbane told us this wmorning that there
have been no ronewals for the past five or
six vears.  If the trust has to go in for
renewals, pay interest and redemption, and
increase the mumber of cars, it leoks very
much as if there will be a loss.

Mr. HARTLEY :
te make those
charge fall on?

Mr. MOORE:
trams.

Mr. Hantrey :
the company.

Mr. MOORE: That is what I say should
be donc in this case. The Government want
to pat it on the ratepavers, and in that case,
at any rate, the ratcpdvm, should have the
right to sav whather they sre going to take
over the lability.

2}
G

Supposing the company had
renewals, swhom would the

On the people who use thse

Yes, to the advantage of

3r. HARTLE
peyers,

: If it is put on to the rate-
who will get the final advantage?

Mr, MOORE -
Mr. Haroey

Mr. MOORI: They will have to pay more
in proportion than other people, and I think
itois onlr fair that thes Qhou]d have the

right o vote as to whether they are prepared
to take over the liability or not. AILhough

The users of the trams.

That 1is, the ratepavers.

I have no ob]e(hon to the formation of the
trist, and although it does not affect me very
much k certain principles jn the Bill

are v

and I put forward these views
now becamse I Lope thet at the (ommittee
stage we shall have an opportunity of
(umincinff the Premier on therse points, and,

perhaps, “alter the burden and r(,\duce the
Jx;hmtv on the people, and, perhaps, also
make provision to keep the managerial con-
trol intact,

Mr. WEIR

(Maryborough): 1 think we
can say with safety that the figures which
have been prc;ented to us in this *‘ Brief
History rclating to the Brisbane Tramways”
show the tremendous profiteering capacity

Mr. Weir.]
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of private enterprize. The figures show how
far the commercial morality of a body suc

as the Tramways Company can descend in
order to hunt profits. If cver there was evi-
dence that we are on sound grounds as a
general principle in_ condemning the evils
of private enterprise, here 13 the best evidence
we could get. This thing is shocking. It is
an exsmple of how far these people can go
and will go in hunting profits—tramway
profit= or any other prefits.  Here is an
evidence of how they can go on doing it for
a number of vears. The auditors who have
prepared this statement ave both capable and
unbiassed men, and, toking 1919 as s basis,
we find that on page 5 the best value that
can be put forward as the value of the assets
—and consequently the capital of this concern
—has gone up to £868,080. That is a definite
statement that the capital of this company
at no time could be higher than £068,080.
On the same page we find that they have
made a profit of £1.377,746 during the
years they have been operating, or, in other
words, whilst they have been doing nothing
except using what the pennies and the two-
pences of the public havg.produced and
negotiating this public utility, they have
not only got their capital back, but they are
on the high road to getting back another
50 per cent. Put in another way, they have
got 150 per cent. on the capital invested—
and then the hon. member for Aubigny says
that there may be a loss! Well, I am pre-
pared to take the risk. T venture to say
fhat, if a company like this, with a capital
investment of £868,080 at the very most, can
show a profit of £92,000 odd in one year—
and that last year— it is surely a fairly good
argument that the investment will be a gold
mine for the people who run it. More than
that, as my friend the hon. member for
South Brisbane says, they have dome it on
a capital investment of only £375,000—the
public have found all the rest.

I pay no attention to this argument that
we should have a referendum as to whether
the people should take over the trams. The
people have returned this Government on
three occasions, and everybody knows the
platform of this party. It is published 1in
the back of the * Worker” and in other
papers, and the electors know and knew
perfectly well what we stand for. They took
the Labour Government with all conditions,
and this is one of the conditions, because
we say that the people should own public
ntilities such as the trams. So I cast that
argument aside, It cannot be said that the
majority of the members of the local authori-
ties which are concerned are dominated
by the same political view as our party. 1
think the hon. member for Nundah was on
safe ground when he said that other cities
had made a success of municipal tramways,
and asked why Brisbane should not do
likewise. 1 am’ not going to the extent of
trying to make myself believe that the
people cannot run successfully a show like
this, which gets £82,000, or 11 per cent.
on the invested capital, in ome year. Surely
that is a big enough margin for anybody.

Mr. G. P. Barwes: If you double that
capital it means only bj per cent.

Mr. WEIR: I am not concerned about
that. I think the figure« show that the
capital cannot be more than £868,080.

Mr. FrercHeEr: You have to
extensiong and renewals.

[Mr. Weir,
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Mr. WEIR: Yes, but tell me how, on the
face of balance-sheets which show assets
of only £868 080, the Tramways Company can
reasonably cxpert to be paid £2,000,000 for
the venture? 1 do not think anybody can
prove that there 1s goodwill in this business.
i that, when the question of goodwill is
inguired into, it will be fouszd that the com-
pany has none. There is the plain fact that
1t has pever had any competition, and people
like the hon. member for Warwick live on
comperition.  Further than that, it has had
150 per ceat. of its capital back. If rou take
the figures given by the hon. member for
South Brisbane, you will find that it has
had, roughly, 400 per cent. on its capital,
vet hon. members opposite want to tell ‘me
that there is goodwill on top of that. Surely
to goodness there is a breaking point some-
where! I am one of those who believe that,
when the question ol gocdwill comes to be
thrashed out in the courts, it will he found
that the cost will be very little over £1,000,000,
because vou have that £868.080 as a basis.

Now, I want to point out just where I
say there 1s corruption—I say definitely
there is corruption. When I say that,
mean that capital or capitalism to-day is
deliberately hiding its profits, It is doing
some of the most contemptible things on
paper it has ever done in its history. Here
1s an instance. On page 4 you will see that
the work done by the Tramways Censtruction
Company amounted to £229,812. Trace that
through, and you will find that, in addition
to that, an asset was taken over from the
liguidated Metropolitan Tramway and Invest-
ment Company worth £82,635. Yet, in the
face of that, you will find that the people
who did the construction work in the main
were wound up on the other side with
capital representing about £750,000. We also
find on page 4 that those same people up to
that given date received in dividends £63,202,
or 27 per cent. of the original capital which
thev claimed had been allocated to them.
And still the dividends are going on. For
a show which started with £375,000 and
was deliberately inflated to make it up to
£868,080, they now want to rob this country
to the tune of £2,000.000. I do not believe
their argument weculd stand for a moment
in any court of law. Anybody looking at it
disinterestedly and wisely cannot fail to
appreciate the fact that, even making allow-
ance for that £868,080, rhere i= a candid
admission of corruption right and left, That
is my definite view of it.

At 530 p.m.,
The SiosxEr resumed the chair,

Mr. WEIR: T want to draw atiention io
page 5, and make a particular reference to
what I eall corruption. I do not want to
use the word * corruption ”’ unless I believe
it is corruption. It says—

“Irom the balavcesheet of the Bris-
bane Tramways Company., Limited, it
would appear that the total cash outlay
not otherwise accounted for was £304,82%
12s.. leaving a surplas of £185170 8s.
This amount was incorrectly included in
the halance-sheet at 3lst December, 1915,
under the heading ¢ Frechold and lease-
hold property.” ”

That was a deliberate ¢ faking ” of the
assets of the company, to hide the fact that
they were issuing new debentures—otherwise
a deliberate, successful attempt to hide from:
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the pecple of this State the jockeying that
was going on with public funds, I say they
were public funds, when these people were
serewing and twisting, day in and day ous,
to get the peanies and twopences out of those
who were hanging like flies to the siraps from
the top of roof, and were not being
properiy eater»d for.

the

I alio draw attention to page 7. where the
investigators say there is a difference of
£747,710 4s. 10d., which would ™ appear to
be shares andjor debentures issued for which
no tangible assets exist.” That, in my
opinion, is the crax of the situation,
because, if it means anything, it means that
these people deliberately inflated the posi-
tion to the tune of £747,770. What can we
make out of that? Now they are trying to
get away with £2,000,000, The investigators
say deliberately that, even taking that value
—and 1 am not prepared to take it—there is
a differcnce of £747.770. Let us see what the
result would be after all this corruption.
If the railwavs of this State or any Govern-
ment concern attempted to do what these
people have been doing to the public, they
would be howled out of business. The hon.
member for Nundah said that, if you go on
a railway train, you have to stand. I kaow
that. Anvbody knows that in handling big
crowids of people during pressure hours there
is alwzys a likelihood of your not getting a
seat. But what sort of a howl would there
be if this were perpetuated—if the trains of
this State were always being run with tens,
twenties, and thirties of people standing in
the corridors of the car and hanging to the
roof? Anybody who looks at the thing
fairly knows that that is not happening. 1
have fravelled in suburban trains frequently
for manv years. As a late railway om-
ployes, 1 say definitely that thiungs which
have Teen dore in conneciion with the tram-
wavs have not been nearly equalled in the
railway service of this State; nor would the
public’ stand it. These people have nat
eatered for the public. Herc we have a list
of carriages.  In 1015 the company started
off with 160, which number was increased
until ultimately it reached 178, The passen-
gers POr CSY DY anpum rose from 310.595 in
1915 to 362.327 in 1921. On the other hand.
we have the Sydney trams, that everybody
howls about heeause ther are State con-
irolled, which only average from 188,555 to
9347709 persons per car per annum.  Any-
bady wha has besn in Sydney krows per-
fectly well that in the busy hours of the dax.
en gala davs, football davs, race days. vou
can scarcely get standing room: but In spite
of the fact that we know that during the
busv hours of the day vou ean scarcely get
standing roory, we find that in Sydney they
do rot got further than 234.000 passengers
per car ner annum.  Here, in our own beloved
city. with the trams run bj this oectopus,
they are carryving 362.327 per cor. Vet they
say that the public are beingz catered for!
T want to compare what is happening under
Qtate control with what is hapnening under
these poople. From 1915 to 1921 this com-
panv incrcased its rolling-stock from 160
to 178 onlv. On the other hand. gothrough
the reeords of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways. The figures given in the table show
that the total number of passergers handled
by the Tramways Company jumped from
48,162 065 in 1915 to 68.056.309 in 1921. The
Commissioner for Railways handled 13,938,635
in 1915-16, and the figures jumped up to

1922—5H ¢

14,807,209 s
theee  people

During
their

that period
rolling-stock

only from 160 1
for Railways
130 vehicles,

) # perceptage basis is the best
ssla. When a certain number of new lines
of ratlway sre opered, anybedy knews that
i necessity there must be new cars. We find
that the pascengers on the trams increased
by 36 per cent. in that cvele of years, and
the passeneers on the frains incrcased by
134 per cent. The vcehicles increased, not in
that ratio, but in a ratio which favoured
national control: because, while the octopus
catered anly for dividends, the State concern
was catering for the well-heing of the people.
The result’ was that, while the State’s
incrcase in traffic amounted to only 135 per
cent, compared with the company’s 36 per
cent., its increase in new cars was 18 per
cent. as compared with the company’s 11 per
cent.

Mr. Moore: What was the increase in the
mileage per car?

Mr. WEIR: There was a decrease in rail-
way mileage. I have not taken out the
mileage, but even then the Government case
is the better one, I did not take out those:
figures for the reason that it would not be a
fair comparison, because there is a tendency
to use heavier locomotives on the railways,
and that of necessity means a decreased
milexge. :

Mr. Moorz: When you have long distances
to go you must have more carriages.

Mr. WEIR: I stated at the outset that
new lines of neccssity mean new cars. That
is why I worked the thing on a percentage
basic. I #m not going to adrit that there
; any justification for the disparity between
11 per cent. and 18 per cent, with the advan-
tage on the side of the State. But when
theve is a discrepancy between a 36 per cent.
increase in passenger traffic under private
control and a 135 per cent. increase under
State contrel. 1 say that relatively the State
stands out head and shoulders “above the
other, ard it shows that the private concern
has no rvegard for the public. If the public
welfere is not being considered—and here is

glaring instance where it has not been—
these peonle have no right to these increased
profits, I say that definitely. If they are
hove as an cotopus—if their only god is the
“ almighty dollar”=one of the best things
that I can sce is to get rid of this octopus.
I am glad that the Goverament at last are
gotting rid of it. We have heard it said that
we were npot strong enough to handle the
“hooze ’ people, we were not strong enough
to handle the race people. we were not strong
cnough to handle the tramway people; bus
it looks to me as though thev are all getting
well and truly handled. I think that
“ Brother Badger ”’ sees that we are out well
and truly to handle him. I am glad that

we have reached that point.

Having dealt with the national aspect of
the question, I am particularly interested in
the points raised by the how. member for
Sonth Brishane this morning—the question of
future extensions being one. I am satisfied
that one of the influences operating against
any chance of success in the metropolitan
train service here—and it is the same in all
capital cities—is the short-sighted policy of
laying tram lines parallel with railways. A

Mr. Weir.]
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RBtate railway cannot pay if there is a tram-
line alongside. I think that in the future
the trust would be wise enough not to do

that. I have confidence in a trust consisting
of men who have no fish to fry, and who
are not after dividen They will not

~tup1d v cut off their noses to spite their
faces; in other words, they will not stupidly
extend new tram routes alongside cexisting
railway lines. I think we can depend on
them to do the decent thing in that respect.
In my opinion the strength of this Bill lies
in the fact that one portion of it deals
particularly well with the responsibility that
the frust carries when it proposes to break
niew ground and go into new districts, To me
it seems that the one intention, the one
guiding star, will be the question of the
developrient of new districts, not the gues-
tion of making profits.  The hon. member
for Enoggera complains that the trust is
tied down. It is tied down. I am satisfied
that any romu'mendatlon to the (xovernor in
Council will be along the lines of what is
best for the distriet. I am hoping that there
will be an extersion of the tram lines, and
that the question of lighting the suburbz of
the city will al:o be denlt with in the course
of events. I know that the shive of Toembul
and many other places have been waiting a
long time for light. I do not believe that

there should be any Orders in Chancil issued,

for the purpose of supplying light.
believe that the Labour Government would
ever stand for the issuing of Orders in
Council so that the people may be provided
With light. We may be regarded as adopting

n dog-1n-the-manger attitude, but we thought
it was better to hold the people up for a few
days, in order thot they might got their
own light. I take iny share of respousibility
for holding the people up uxntil now. It is
bettor that they should have their own light
than that an octopus should come in and
erush the lights out of them. A proposed
company a‘most went {o the extent of
throwing £200 over the counter to some
prominent Labour people to get them to
have an Ovdey in Council issued: but they
turned the thing down deliberately. T am
glad that thev did. To-day the muniecipal
council of Maryborough have switched on
their own light.

1 do not

2y, CLAYTON :
lights?

Have ther switched out their
{Laughter.)

. WEIR: I sav thev have switched on
ir own light. I know the hon. momber
for Wide Bay would like to sce it switched
cut. I am =atisfied that his light will go
cut before ours and before the light in Mary-
bom' 1 am meost interested in that part
BN which comes 'mdm' the heading
nF the ** General Scheme.” I think the Bill
is a very good one. and will give to the
people what they ave asking for. Tt will
give the Dooplo the ng_rht to say how long
d]‘(l how often they are going to hang on to
hat infernal stran? The only thing: I have
ﬁ()(\n in connection with the Brlab.me trani-
s have been straps ana dividends. I
think this will be the death-blow to straps
and dividends. I am glad that they are to
ba killed together.

Mr. TAYLOR (Wiadsor): I listened with
very greab interest on Wednesday night to
the speech of the Premier on this Bill. I
certainly appreciate his appeal that we
should, as far as possible, make this a non-
party measure. We are discussing a matter

[Mr. Weir,.
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to-day of very great importance, especially
to the people in the metropelitan area. The
matter is almost of national importance, and
we have to consider what is the best to be
done undm the existing circumstances, There
are three aspects of the question that we
have to consider—an extension of the fran-
chise, governmental control, or municipal
ownership.  Personally, I favour the latter.
The time has gone when we should have to
consider the question of an extension of the
fianchise. Judging from the statement made
on Wednesday n K“ht and from the position
which has arisen since 1919, when the Bris-
bane Tramway Purchase Bill was passed. it
will be a difficult matter to make a satis-
factory arrangement with the present com-
pany for an extension of the franchise. I am
rry that the Government did not go right
ahcad when they introduced the Bill in 1919
and acquire the trams in September, 1920,
Then we would not have been in the difficult
position that we are in to-day, =0 far as
the Government and the local authoritics are
concerned. I think the time which has since
clapsed has (’omplicatod the position, and has
mad@ a satirfectory adjustment in connection
with the acquisition of the trams more
difficult.
The 1%
Money is

ek : (‘onditions have improved.
ciicaper now.

My, TAYLOR: Granting that money is
cheaper, 1 doubt vers much if the position
has improved. I believe it has not
improved. I think I am correct in saving
that in  October or November, 1920, the
Government bad their own valuators’ repors.
They know what was contained in that
report.  Unfortunats we do mot know. [
recognise the diffidence of the Premier in not
stating what that valuation was until things
are satizfactorily settled. Tt is quite evideng
£ty a casual observer that there 13 &
tremendous wargin of difference between the
offer mude by the Gm‘ornment for the trams
and the [1,’"«\ asksd by the company. No
one can tell what tho tribunal will award for
the trams. We night have our own opvuons
of the value: we mlght sa¥ the tribunal will
not do t sl it will not do that; but we
are sery oiten surprised with respest to the
adjutment of matiers such as this. We are
abvolutely in the dark. I do not think the
local authorities do not want to take the
trams over. If 1 can judge their stbitude,
it is that they are afraid that roeponsibilities
might be thrown upon them in the acquisi-
tion of the trams which will in turn compel
them In \erw" of the Bill to impose an extra
rate upon the ratepayers. I think it is most
unfair, if there iz to be a deficiency in the
working of the s, that the ratepayers

should be compnlled to make good thut
deficiency.  In the first place, there Is a
lavge poriion of the population in the metro-

politan areawho do rot wss the trams at all
who come to the city by train, a good many
who come by motor car, and in other ways.
It is hardly fair that they should have to
pay their proportion by way of rate to make
up any deficience. I do not think it is fair
or equitable. If therc is a deficiency, those
stepavers will be asked to provide cheap
tramway accommodstion for a floating
population. In other words, they are asked
te provide for a tramway sevvice which they
never use.

The Premier: The trust has power to
increase the fares instead of compelling the
local authorities to strike a special rate.
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TAYLOR : Any deficiency that has to
he made up should be accomplished by
increasing the fares. The trust knows that, 1f
there is woing to be a deficiency on a year’s
operation of the m, it can make up
that deficiericy by issuing precepts on the
local authorities, @nd, in my opinion. that
will probably have a tendency to make it
more lax in running the trams cconomically
and efficiently.  Probably that would pot
happen if it knew all it could do would be to
raise the fares. In that case it would not want
to do that.

The Premier: This provision is similar to
the Prov; ision under which the Adelaide trust
worlss. he Adelaide trust has increased the
fares, and I never issued precepts on the
local authoritio,,.

Mr. TAYLOR: I understand that the
deficiency is to be made up by the issue of
presepts,

The Prevrer: The trust
power to increase the fares,

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 am pleased to know that
that is the case. That 13 how the trust will
obtain its revenue. There is in every large
city a large floating population. They will
use the trams, but they would not contribute
in any way under the rating system to make
ap uny deficiency that might accrue after a
year's operations. A good desal of hostile
criticism has been directed against the present
company. I do not think it is altogether
justified—in fuct, 1 do not think it is Justxﬁed
at all. Anyone who has a knowledge of the
difficult methods of transport when the Bris-
bane people had to travel to their homes in
the suburbs in the old 'buses and when the
horse-trams  were in operation here must
recogn that, when this company came 1o
Quee’m and and put its money into this busi-
ness and started what was the first electric
traction system in Australia, they did a great
servica to Brisbane. Mr. Badger did not

1

will have full

start the electric trams in Brisbane, It was
the late Sir Malcolm McEacharn, a Mel-

bourne man—a man of broad vision and a
man who could see a good deal further than
any of those living in Brisbane at the time
eould see—and he saw the possibilities of a
good tramway system in Brisbane. He raised
the money nceessary to buy out the old
service which was« runuing in our streets and
which was practically a disgrace to our city.

No one in Brisbane «t that time would
touch the concern with « 40-fcot pole. When

iha
g

started and one of
off the line I remem-

clectric trams first
ened £o run

Jthem hay

ber the hilarity there was among-t the cabmen
and the ‘busdrivers, and Queen strect was

lit up as though there was a perpetual storm
<omg on owing to the friction of the trolly-
wheels on the overhead wires. FThe Brishane
Tramways: Company started opuatlonb in
1895, and for five sexzvs it did unothing but
spend moner in laying down the various
lines to the suburbs and in constructing a
power-house.  The [irst dividend on the
preference shares was not paid until 1902—
that was seven years after the company
started opcratiens. Up to that time it had
not paid a copper even to its prefcrence
sharcholders. The first dividend on the
ordinary shares was not paid until 1907—

twelve years after starting operations. And
what did the sharcholders get when they
did commence to receive dividends? For

they received dividends at the
Not

several years
rate of from 2 per cent. to 3 per cent.
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many people who put their money into a
venturs, when they find they are getting
such a poor return for so many vears, like
to leave their money in it.

Mr. Weir: You forget the fact that thev
were building their extensions out of revenue.

Me. TAYLOR: They have always had to
build their extensions out of revenue, and
that i3 a vary sound principle to adopt.
Vers often we have to borrow money, as
we have to do in connection with our rail-
ways; but we hope that ultimately we shall
be able to yepay our debt out of revenue.

With regard to the people who hold shares,
the return I have is dated Tth November,
1917, which is the latest one I could get.
That was after the company had been
operating for about twenty years.

In 1917 there were—
Sharcholders. Sha
511 holding
413 holding
203 holding
161 holding

Of th
share.
trustes
non

ares,
50 shares and under
51 shares and under 100
101 shares and under 200
200 shares and over
161 shareholders who held 201
over there were scveral lnrge
who probably had the

and
companies
of hundreds of people invested in the
Tramways Company.

Mr. BreNnaN: Where did
facts from?

Mr. TAYLOR : Not from vou. The ques-
tion of overcrowding has been mentioned.
Hveryone knows that the trams are over-
crowded, sud they are extra-overcrowded at
the present time, The Premier was generous
enough to ray that, owing to the amount of
uncertainty which has prevailed for some
time, 1t weas hardly to be expected that the
company would go to the expense of provid-
ing ox arcommodation.

Mr. Wrr: It did not do it eve
the advent of this Government.

Mre. TAYILOR: I do not know that there
were to many complaints before the advent
of thi» Covernment. The talk about the
overcrowding of the trams is largely over-
done. The longesy run in any tram, if you
are o through passenger, is about twenty-five
minutes.  Quits a number of people get out
at the fivst or second section, and by the
time the traw reaches the end of the second
tion everyone has a seat.

Werz: People have had to wait half
h(m' for a tram.
. TAYLOR : That is not my experience.

T travel in the cars fairly (;IEC"I and I have
siever had to wait half an hour. I certainly
have had to stand on a good many occa-
sions.  If there was no intention to purchase
the Brisbane tramways, and it was made
compulsory for the company to provide
seating accommodation at the rush hours of
the day for ihe whole of the passengers
offering, it would mean that the company
would have to put on extra trams and extra
cmployees during those hours; and what
avre they geing to do flnrmg the rest of
the (ia”? It would probebly result in the
people who vede in the trams having to
p'w extra fares during the rush hours of

e day. ¥ wish to say that I hold no brief

‘or the Tramways Company in connection
with this Bill. We on this side, and I am
sure all hon. members, want to

[7 pm.] see that a fair deal is given all

: : round, and that we shall not
scem, by the proposed acquisition, to take

Mr. Taylor.]

vou get those

n before
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any undue advaniage of the rights the com-
patty has at tho present time. and which
1t has enjoved during the currencs cf its
torure.  Personally, 1 do not think there
should be goodwill attached to the under-
taking atr all.  The company roceived  a
tenure of twenty reays, at the expirafion
of which there was no promise of renewal,
and. in mr opinion, shere should not be any
goodwill,  However, 1 suppose that 1s u
matter which will have to be decided by the
tribunal which 1s to be appolnted to assess
the valae of the undertaking, The Bill
which was introducend in 1919 by “the then
Tlome Sceretary contained a  clause pro-
viding that any exten:lons or other works
which have been carried out without en
Order in Councii, or without proper
authority, should be taken over by the
Governmont regardless of any cost incurred
Ly the company therefor. I do not know
how the (joverzment conld justify the inser-
tion in the Bill of such a clause. Those
extensions in some cases meant the duplica-
tionn of the trac and, in other cases, ‘the
construction of fracks into sheds, and othor
utilitiess which the company required in
order to carry. on its operations. They werc
necessary  works, otherwise they would not
have been constructed, and for the Govern-
ment to put a clause in the 1919 Bill speci-
fically staring that those works would not
be taken into consideration in case of the
acquisition of the tramway—there 13 only
one word which can apply to that, and it
is the word ** repudiation.” )

The PReMIER: What was it repudiating?

Mr. TAYLOR: It was repudiating any
paynient for any of that work which the
Government said was not authorised.

The PreEMiErR: The hen. member cannot
call that repudiation.

Mr. TAYLOR: What was it?

The DPreMIER: it certainly was not repw
diation. There was mcerely no provision for
taking it over.

Mr. TAYLOR : It is the same thing.

The PREMIER: It i+ not the same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: Did you tell the people
in London that you did not know how that
clause got into the Bill?

The Previzr: What I told the chairman
of directors in London, Mr. Bueston, was
thet there was no intention to pay gocdwill,
nor to allow goodwill to be created by any
unauthorized extenstons; but that, 1f we
wanted any extensions, we would pay for
them.

Mr. TAYLOR: You knew perfectly well
that you would require those unauthorised
extensions, especially where there was a
double track, and where facilitics were pro-
vided for getting into the vuarious tramway
sheds. ]

The Preatrr: I told the company that, if
we required those cxtensions, we would pay
for them.

Mr. TAYLOR: You only wanted to pay
for them at cost, and I do not think that is
a fair thing. You cannot expect the Tram-
wavs Company to dispose of their assets at
actual cost.

The Preming: We do not want to do that.

Mr. TAYLOR: If we wanted to dispose
of our railways, we would not sell them

[Mr. Taylor.
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al actual cost,  Assume, for the sake of
argument, that our railways cost £50,000,000,
we would not sell them for £50,000,000,

The Prisuzr: Where is the analogy?

My, TAYLOR : There is an analogy. We
would wang £90,000,000 for our railways.

The Previer: We are not asking the com-
peny to hand over the tramways at actual
<O Are you speaking of the unauthorised
extensions ?

Mr. TAYLOR : Noj; I am speaking of the
whole undertaking now.

The PrEMIER: We shall not ask that the
whole undertaking be handed over at actual
cost.

Mr., TAYLOR: 1 am pleased to know
that. The cost will be fixed by the tribunal
that will be established under the Bill, and
we hope that a fair deal will be made to
every nterest involved in the matter. We
have a number of amendments in connection
with this Bill, and not one of them affects
a vital principle of the Bill. I hope that,
when these amendments are brought before
the Chamber, they will receive favourable
consideration.  Generally  speaking, when
amendments come from this side of the
House, they are received with scant courtesy
from the other side. N

The PrevMIER: I don’t think the hon. gentle-
man can say that.

My, TAYLOR : Ever since I have been in
the House, I only know of two Bills where
the Government have accepted amendments
from this side. One was the Primary Pro-
ducers’” Organisation Bill and the other the
Primary Products Pools Bill, which we put
through Committee yesterday. On all other
Bills, when we submitted amendments, they
were rejected.

The PrEMIER: I might remind the hon.
member that we accepted amendments on
the TLand Tax Act Amendment Bill, That
was a controversial Bill.

Mr. TAYLOR : I think most of the mea-
sures we have been discussing for a long
time have been controversial,” I think we
sre all desirous that the trams should pay
thelr way, whether they are taken over by
the Government or by the local authorities.
Whatever terms are given, and whatever
arrangement is come to, I am sure that
every member of this House hopes that the
arrangement: will not inflict any hardship
on the community. During the last year or
two, there has been quite a change of
cpinion with regard to niotor ’'bus transit
in the cities of Kurope, and in all the’
principal cities of the world. The Premier
told us himself the other night that even in
the city of Tondon motor ’buses provide
for the traffic there.

The PremIER: There are no trams in the
keart of the city of London.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the motor ’bus traffic
is successful in the heart of the city of
London, surely there can be no difficulty
in connection with the same traffic in the
capital cities of Australia.

The PrevIER: There is a great congestion
of traffic in London.

Mr. TAYLOR : In connection with motor
transit, I would like to quote an extract
which appeared in one of our local papers a
few months ago. In giving evidence before
the Yarra Bridge Commission, the chairman
of the Melbourne Board of Works, Mr. J.
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Carre Riddell. said, rthat within four year:
the tramways would be cleared out of Mel-
bourro, and that he was in favour of motor
"buses to veplace them. 1 wrote to Mr.
Riddell on 12th July last, and called his
attention to this statement, and I asked
him for some information on the matter, and
he replied on 17th July, as follows:—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours

of the 12th instant in regard to motor
"hus and shall be pleased to give you

auy iuformation I can on the subject.

1 have an appeintment to give my
views generally to a newspaper man next
week, and on the 2nd August will be
giving evidence before the Victorian
Railways Standing Committee. Perhaps
it would be as well to s2e the result of
my interview next week., which may
suflice for your purposes.

“1I am not in a position to give you
any figures in support of your opposition
to taking over the tramways in Brisbane.”

T do not know wh-re he got that idea, because
in my letter to him I did not expres: an:
opposition to the proposal.

AN T can sav is that in view of the
vonderful progress made in motor trans-
port  service in the modern cities of
Eugland and Europ:, T should be very
=0rry to invest ms money in any tramway
undertaking. ’

U As soon as my interview with the
newspaper man is published I will send
TOU & Ccopy

* Yours truly,

“W.J. Carre RippgLn.”
The Metropolitan Board of Works of Mcl-
bournc. as the Premier and most othsr hon.
membrrs know, controls the expeaditure of
millions of moner in the city of Melbourne
on varions public works. It is not a small,
tinpot af in any shape or form. This is a
report of Mr. Riddell's evidence before the
Railway Standing Committee of Victoria.
taken from a fovourite paper of the hon.
member  for  Brisbanc, the Melbourns
CAge V—

“ Members of the Parliamentary Rail
Standing Committee, at a sitting
voesterday, frankly admitted ¢h
were surpristd  at the enthusiasm
of My, W. J. Carve Riddell, chairmsn of
the Melbourne and Metrvopolitan Board
of Works, for the modern motor omnibus.
The committee is inguirviag into the pro
pasal 1o bring clestrie tramwavs within
v avea, and Mr. Riddell, who
vecontiy returned from a visit to Great
i and the Continent, attended that
micht give as cvidence the result of
ehservations abroad in regard to
passenger transports
“In a preliminary statement Mr.
Ridd-1l said he thought it would be an
outrageous thing to substitute electric
tramways for the existing cable tram-
ways.”’

As most of us know, the Melbourne system is
a cable svstem. which has been in operation
for probably thirtyv-ive or forty years. At
any rate, it was installed befor: our electric
system. The “ Age™ continues—
““The cable service, in his opinion, was
a very satisfactory one for short journeys,
and was preferable to unsightly and
unsuitable electric tramways within the
limits of the city proper. Constructed at
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bour, material, and interest
chrrges were vory low, and having prac-
ically wvaitd themaelves off, the cable
& earned profits that electric tram-
eonstructed when the cost of labour,
watorizl, and moncy was at the peak,
woulld never 1o understood that
the electric tramways slveady constructed
were non-paying, and were cnabled to
cnrry on ab “irg fares only because
of the large profits from the cable trams.
In other countries the authorities were
constructing roads for the use of
otor omnth in nreference to spend-
eloctric

ing large on tramway
sterms  which ight almost any day
¢ phaclets, 1le lived in London
May. 1 1o Jannary. 1922, and

thint period ke did 2 considerable

about the city and
11o went to Lon-
the nioior “bus;

of travellin

don

bat > - he besame charmed
wily it, e found it morve comfortable
than ¢r tube rvailways: more
expelitious and more convenfent,  Invari-

'

ably he travelled on top, and by that
meens obtained a fner view of London
than would have been otber > J)Osslbl@,
Traws gaded to the congostion of traffic:

ere mobile and handy.
When Melbourne grew into a big city the
trarns should be removed from {h? city
proper and from t‘i‘u\, bridges. and 'buses
chould supcrseds them. By this means
the passage of traffic would be espedited
snd w number of the present-day disahbili-
tios would be removed.  Where special
roads—concrete roads with some covering
- eonstructed for use of motor “bus
h considered the municipalities
travorsed should bear half the cost of
construgiion.

4 In anewer to Mr. Toucher (chairman)
and cther membors, Mr. Ruldgli vid that
both single and double deck buirs wore
f wsed,  In Edinburgh and
cor prevailed: in Lon-
wkor. I motor 'buses
failure in Meibourne he atﬂ‘l.buftfd

motor huses

——wers

WOTe ute
it vo the fact that they weore running in
direal oppeiition to a cheap traimnway,

s sore available to

that in-ufficieat "bo . ‘
nbain a fast, irequent, and regular
Gea. Fie had noticnd that there

. undue delavs in London through
healts of climbing to and desc ;‘ndci

; N . 3 v ihg

ing from the uppey deck. nor did he fin

1o outsids dur-

n

that people would e
ing the winter.

There is more of it but th{l‘t' i3 thol sty : 1‘
ovidence which he gave. There s,mmuY )-b
more provizion in this Bill 1o give TLFO.LU{L
absolutr control over motor nahwp(c:r g
This morning the hon. memnoer for Logan
read evidence of what took place In B;,w«
castle with regard to the substitution of elee-
tric for steaw: trams in that cit The e_rixg‘b
neer ard town clerk reported that: tuz
would undertake to carry out the snrv:cn\aé
a cost of £250,000, as against rlfie propo,}e !
expenditure of something over £;.000,90(} or
the olectrification of the steam trams, ax.'
provide equally as good, if not a better, ser-
vice. In that report they also showed how
the motor 'bus transport had grown in that

particular city.  Having that in view, if the
trams are acquired,

t

power should be gi\;en
to the trust to have full control over motor
‘bus transport. Instead of extending the

‘ Mr. Taylor.)
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the Kedren

rems from the terminus of. ssv.

Park line to Downfall Creck,
trial sald be made with a
gervice.,
Mr., Kmrwax: Motor ‘buses require good
roads,

Mr. TAYLOR: I admit that. It is won-
derfal, though. how meters will travel over
bud roads. There is no doubt that good
roads make traveliing in a motor very much
more comfortable.” We have now a Main
Rouads Bousrd. ard there i a cral feeling
throughout all local authority areas that the
condition of the rosds should be hmproved
as much as possible. ¥t 1s re fsed that

the present old-fa ed 2 of road
transpert will not be in existence to nearly
the same extent Ina yeur or twe.  The
experiment of having motor services from

the proceng terwinal points of the trams, to
be run in conjunction with the could
very well be tried. To a cert
are taking a leap into the d
what the cost is to be.
mier and the Government ha a
knowledge of that than we have.
the Premier, however,
we are likely to pav. In the acquisition of
the trams, either what is termed a commer-
cial value or what is termed a replacement
value will have to he considered. and on
that basis the value be assessed. With the
replacement value we shall have to provide
for depreciation of the existing service. We
wouid consider the commercial value to Lo
the running value at the presert time: and
that value would be estimated, of course. on
the present condition of the undertaking

Mr. HarTLEY : What does the hon. gentle-
man call running value—the carning value?

Mr. TAYLOR : The value of the trams, the
plant. the track. and everything at the
present time, after allowing for appreciation.
It has been suggested from certain quarters
that the company should accept what it cost
to lay down the lines in the first instance.
I do not think that would be a fair thing.
We do not follow that course in connection
with the disposal of perpetual leaseholds in
this State. The Government put an upiet
value on land which is to be offered under
the perpetual lease svstem: thev mar fix a
price of £1 or £1 5s., and probably people
will come along and pay £5. '

The SECRITARY FOoR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION @
Often they pav far less than it costs the
owner when he purchased it.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is so. The point I
am trying to make is that the present tram-
way system, after allowing for depreeciation,
cannot be laid down at anything like the cost
disclosed in the report presented by Messrs
Macfurlanc and Murton. They have given
us the cost of laving down that scheme as it
stands in the company's books to-day, We
all know perfectly well that that system is
of greater value to-day than at the time it
was carried our.

greatay
Not ceven
an determine what

 Mr. Harriey: Why pay a higher cost than
it cost in the first instance? How rcan the
hon. member justify that?

Mr. TAYLOR: If the hon. gentleman
bought a horse. or dray, or motorcar for
£50 or £100, and there was an appreciation
in its value, is he not justified in asking for
that appreciation?

[Mr., Taylor.

[ASSEMBLY .}
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Mr. Hartrey: Not if 1 agreed, after s
certain peried, to hand it over after I had
had certain use out of it. That is the case

with the Brisbane trams,

Mr. TAYLOR : No; the company has made
no agreement to hand anything over at all.
It wes provided that, at the expiration of
twenty  years, which would be the term
of their franchise, the trams would be
acquired, but certainly not at what it cost
to build them in the first instance.

Mr. HARTLEY: You might make 200 per
cent, prefic on the actual cost.

Ay, TAYLOR : Quite likely. The Premier,
when introducing the Bill, said that the trams
would become a daily improving asset. I
ant inclined to think he is right. None of
us expeet that Brisbane is going to remain
with a population of 200,000; it is going to
grow. Anvone who Lknows anything of
Queensland must realise that Brisbane is
going to grow, and that the tramways in the
ordinary course of events will become more
valuablé in vears to come than they are at
the present time. The whole matter of value
1s a most difficult one to settle. Seeing that
a tribunal will be coustituted, I suppose some
fair estimate will be arrived at when the
trams are ultimately taken over.

T have given the question of a referendum
s fair amount of consideration, and I have
listened to the avguments in connection with
it. One argument has been advanced from
this side that the Local Authorities Act pro-
vides that a local authority can take a
referendum in connection with a loan to
carry on its activities. Otiher reasons have
been shown from hon, members opposite why
a referemsium should not be taken. I am
abolutely opposed to a referendum. I have
several reasons for being opposed to a
referendum, and one reason is thix: We are
in a holy muddle at the present time, and,
if a referendum were taken, and the people
turned it down, we would remain in that
muddle. We have to take these trams over—
there is no getting away from that—and the
proper thing to do is to make the best bar-
gain we can, and get out of it with as little
loss as possible, In the taking of a referen-
dum we have to counsider that it would be
takrn on the same franchise as exists at the
present time for the local authorities, and
that would mean that there would be thou-
sands of people called upon to vote who have
ro interest whatever in the trams. They
reside near the railways and use the railways
in coming to the city, and hardly ever ride
in the trams. These people would vote it
down, and we should find oursclves in the
same muddle that we are In at the present
time. We cannot take the risk of the pro-
position being turned down, and something
must be done at once. We cannot allow
the outside areas to suffer as they are suffer-
ing at the present time on account of the
want of tramway extensions. That is what
is happening, not in one district, but in
probably half a dozen districts around the
metropolitan area at the present time.

The SPEAXKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul): I beg to move—

“That the hon. member be granted an
extension of time to continue his
speech.”

Question put and passed.
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Mr. TAYLOR: Those districts for quite
a long time hsve been without proper cons
munication with the city. The district I
referred to a few moments ago is the Kedron
area—it is not in my electorate but is very
close to it—it is a locality which is going te
Yoo rapidly filled with city dwellers in the very
near futurs, At the present time the trams
stop at the Kedron Park racecourse, and
thore i a “bus which runs about twice a day
out to Kedron, which is absolutely insuffi-
clent for the reguirements of the people in
that district, and, therefore, there is an
absoluty necessity that something should be
done to remedy the present intolerable state
1 Further than that, an extension
district will provide emplovment

o a number of people, and the sooner
we got to work In counection with the matter
the betwwr 3t will be for the people of Bris
bane and for the people of the outside areas,

Personallv. I do not like a trusi at all, I
te oppaoscil to the principle of a trust,
think the undertaking should be
placed under the control of experts. The
Premier said that was not a  democratic
systers. but we do a lot of things that are
not desmorratie,. Even Labour Governments
do things that are not demorratic. A Labour
(Governmment appointed the manager of the
Commonweanlth Bank.

The SECRTARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
good man.

Mr. TAYLOR: A splendid man., They
paid him a good salary and put him in con-
trol of the Commonwealth Bank, which
controiz millions of money every year, and
they did not ask for & referendum of the
peopic or anything of that kind before doing
1t. Thev freed that man from political influ-
enge,  Uf course ho is responsible to the
Federal Parliament, but he has perfect free-
donp to direct the whole of the operations
of that great bank. The present Government
did practically the same thing with our own
Savings Bank Commissioner. So there is
nothing undemocratic about it at all. What
we want to sce is that the men in control—
whether it is a trast or a commission—
shall be the very best men who can be
sccured.  We have had quite enough in
Queensland in recent years of non-paying
ventures, and we do not want any more of
them.

Take the Federal Post Office, for instance
A yvar or two ago the loss on the Federal
Pest Office ran into hundreds of thousands

A very

¢f pounds per annum. We then had a
svstem of penny postage. The
[7.60 p.m.] Federal Goverument recognised
that they could not continue

carrying on the great activities of the Post
Office in Australia and lose money vear
after year. because, whatever moneyv is lost
in any activity has to be made up cither by
that activity or by increased taxation, in
order that the accounts may be adjusted.
No business can_ go on wvear after year
lesizg money., The Tederal Government,
therefore. found it necessary te raise the
postage rates and telephone rates. The
people are asking for increased posial an:
telephosie facilities, and, if the people want
those things, they must pay for them. The
position is exactly the same with regard to
the proposed acquisition of the Brisbane
tramways. 1 hope that the scheme of having
a trust formed of eight men selected from
the local authorities will be cut out, and
that three men of the highest intelligence

and professional knowledge in the carrying
on of such a great activity will be appointed,
so that the undertaking shall not be a burdei
onn the community. With regard to the
taking over of the framways, I agree with
the [DPremier that tramways in any area
are matters of local authority concern, and
should be wunder the direction of ‘those
bodies. If the Government took over the
trams and made a loss, it would mean that
the whole of the people outside the metro-
politan area would have to contribute to
male up the loss, That is not a fair thing,
because the trams are cstablished, in the
fivst place. for the convenience of the people
it the metropolitan area, and it is only fair
that they should foot the Bill; but it is not
fair, ax provided in the Bill, to levy a tax
on the ratable vilue of land to make up
any lozs. A man might have a large pro
perty in the city of Brisbane, with his home
i one of the =uburbs. and under the Bill, if
there was a loss oo the tramways, he would
have to pay his shere of that loss according
1o the ratable vaive of land in the city of
Brisbane, and he would also have to pay
a tax to the shive council in which he is
living., besd on the ratable value of his
land in that avea. Tie would be paying
twice to help to make up the deficisncy. 1
think the prineiple i3 unsound and unfair,
and should not be allowed to remain in the
Bill. Personally, I am anxious to see the
tramways taken over at the earliest possible
moment and to sce them a success: and
wish the Premicr to understand that the
amendments we are going to propose in
Committee to improve the Bill. are unot
brought forward in a hostile spirit, but
with a desire to assist the Bill to operate
with the least posaible friction and with the
sucecess of the undertaking in view.

Mr., IJARTT

(Fitzroy): T do not feel
inclined to offer any excuse for speaking im
support of the Bill. While I am not a con-
tinuous resident of Brisbane, I am, neverthe-
Jess, very carnestly concerned in seeing that
the Brisbane tramway system is taken over
and owned by the people of Brisbane. It :s
rather pleasing, and aiso startling, to notice
the change of attitude in the utterances of
many hon. members opposite. There seems
to be something Tacking in this discussion
on the propnsed aenuisition of the Brisbane
tramwazr system which used to be evident
in previous discussions when the matter was
brought forward. The old militant note
which was soundedd through the wvarious
struggles which taok place when a similar
Bill was before vs is now spont.  The old
terins of militaney that were rather aptly
phrased by the hon. member for Brisbane
in his pavodr of certain well-known lines—

“ Stand up, stand up for Badger,
The Brisbane Tramwayv Boss:
And guard his royal balance-sheets,
They must not suffer loss.”

That old spirit has vanished. Something
haz gono wrong with our friends on the
other side. I wonder if they have seen the
writing on the wall, or if at last they have
had a change of heart, and recognise that
the utilities which provide for the welfare
and comfort nf the people shall be owned
hv the people, and the revenue earned
therefrom used for the good of the people
who subscribed it. I am inclined to take
that view when 1 hear the eulogy of Mr.
Badger by the leader of the WNationaf
party and other hon. members on the other

Mr. Hartley.l
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stde—that we should honour him for beingz
a smart business man in establishing this
wonderful system which hes been such a
boon to the people of Brisbane. My hon.
Iri almost wrote a new pacan of farewsl]
?xx Air. Badger that might be put into these
e [ —

“Take off your hat to Badger.

The Brisbance Tramway Boss,
Who built this tramway system
That has collared Brisbane’s ‘splosh.
But the Socialist Government got him,
He has really got to go:
Bo 1ift your hats to Badger,
With every sign of woe.”

{Laughrer.) Hon. members opposite have
resigned themscives to the inevitable enforce-
ment of the Government’s intention to govern
the State in the interests of th+ people, and in
the interests of the people alene, 1 find no
«ause for culogy of the Brisbane Tramways
Company or its manager, Mr. Badger. 1

man, who came to Brishbane and
found au obsolete systern of tramways drawn
by hovses, and saw the lack in that system;
but wore important to Mr. Badger and the
people who afterwards built the tramways
was the mones which went into the pockets
of himself and others who carried on the
tramwar business and transported the people
to and from their homes. There was no
desire 1o give a boon to the people when the
tramwayvs were first started, and there are no
thanks due by the people of Drishane o Mr.
Badger for building the tramways: hecause,
il he had not built them, somebody else
would have dome so. After all, what made
the tramwavs a success was not Mr. Badger.
not his engineers and the splendid plant
-which keeps the system running so well. but
the people who travel to and from their
‘homes—the workers carning £1. £1 10s., and
£3 per week, sometime: more and some-
4imes Jess. It was in no spirit of sympathy
with their nceds that the tramwayvs were
started. It was in a spirit of exploitation
.and a desire to get meney from the people.
There is no need to go into heroics or to
indulge in any maudlin sentiment as to what

ithe peenle owe to Mr. Badger or to any
other big captains of industrv who have
started various enterprises. This is what

Mr. Badger saw when he came to Brisbane:
Tie saw the horse trams thar were obsolete,
ineffoctive. and incfficient. He saw the won-
derful field for exploiting the workers, and

he seized 1§ with both hands. Iie sent the
whisper along io the other contlemen who
owned the cash, and they providel the

implements whereby they could still further
cexplait the workers of this city.

Mr.
mus

CorLing: There was a groat lack of
cipal enterprise.

Mr. HARTLEY: The wonderful thing
about it is that. now it is forced upon the
community, and the justico of the cause of
‘the people of Brisbane is forced unassailably
into the forefront of the public life, we
have the hon. gentlemen on the other
side bowing to the inevitable, and acknow-
ledging that the only thing to do is to take
over the tramways. For that I am thoroughly
thankful, because at last the people will have
the ownership of this means of transporting
them to and from their homes. They will
‘have their clected representatives appointed
on the trust that will control the-system for

IMr. Hartley.

» in him a thoroughly cute, keen, .
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their own comfort and for their own advan-
tage, and they svill control the revenue
accruing from it. There has been a good
deal said about a possible loss that may
accrue. I see no need to be apprchensive
of any los The hon. member for Aubigny,
who always pozcs as a champion of the local
authorities. secemed fearful of it. I would
like to sav. for his information, that if tha
i Tramways Companyr, throush its
Mr. Badeger, can make such a
cess ol the tram system. so far as his
functioning was resporsible for the success—
although 1 think myself that the success was
due to the large number of people who used
the trams—then it can be equnally successful
under the municipal frust.

Mr. J. Joxus: Don’t brains coung at all?

AMe. HARTLEY: T said. so far as Mr.
Badger was responsible for the suscess of
the trams.  1f he did not have the people
here, and if there had not been a growing
population, the trams w i hav
and the rails would hav:
rails have rusted before.

Mr. J. Joxzs: Like the

railways,

Mr. HARTLEY: There ave no railw
where the rails have rusted. The railways
are no' used to the full extent that they

might be used, but they are not rusting. T
dare say in the earlv days of the Brisbane
Tramwavs Companv., when the extensions
were first Iaid down. they did not bring i
the revenue that was anticipated: but, as
the people recognised the convenience and
facilities that were offered, they settled there
and made the tramways a success. [ see no
reason we should anprehend a loss
bhecause the tramwayv system is going to be
managed by the local authorities. The local
authorities will huve just as riuch monexr as
Mr. Badzer had. because. after all. the same
peeple will provide the money for congrolling
the tramwaye as provided it for Mr. Padeer,.
and they will he able to pay for their own
trams and their own exiensions. and celleet
some of it again as revenue.

My, J. Joxes: Why did rou berroaw money
from America?

o h v

Mr., HARTLEY: We borrowed money
from: America because we had a lot of

traitorous people who prevented us from
borrowing money from England.

(GoverNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, he

Mr. HARTLEY : That is the reason we
borrowed money from America. It is well
recognis now that those people did the
worat turn for Australia than any Australian
people could ever have done.

GoversMENT MeuBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member for
Aubignv was somewhat concerned that there
would be a loss because the big renewals of
rolling-stock and plant would have to be
paid for. and because expensive extensions
of the tramway svstem had to be entered
upon. That is only a condemnation of the
present management, because the stock
should have been kept up to efficiency point,
and the numerical standard. so far as the
carrying capacity of the cars is concerned,
should also have been kept up. If we admit
now that we should not take over the trams
because we might have a loss for the first
two or three years, then that is another con-
demnation of the whole system of private
ownership. It appears now that the com-
pany has been doing as little as it possibly

o
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«ould while it exploited the people it carried
as passenge No one can pose, as a cham-
pion of the people of “Brisbane who holds the
views put forth hon. members opposite.
Any apprchension there may be of a loss is
absolutely groundless, With regard to the
possibility of the tremendous call that may
be made upon the trust that will handie

this tramway system because of new exten-
sions a5 outlined by the hon. member for
Port Curtls, I do not think we nced have any
dppl‘LhCYl&,lOP on that score. No extension
will be entered upon by the trust unless such
extension is warranted. There need be no
apprehension in regard to any possible loss
on that ground. Supposing there was an
immediate Joss caused by the renewals of
rolling-stock and increasing ithe power plant.
would that be a recason why we should not
make those imsprovements, and why we should
not . take over the trams? It should not be.
If we admit that would be a veason, then
the alternative is to give Mr. Badger an
extension of the franchise. We may be sure
that, if we did that, he would imiuediately
bring  his xol]m<r sto"k up to its hlghe«.t
carrying capacity. He would provide new
cars, and, if necessary, he would pro-
vide & new power-house to give greater
power to the extended lines which would be
run out for miles into the suburbs, Who
would pay for all that? I make bold to say
that there would be an immediate increase
in the fares to reimburse the company for
its expenditure of that money. If it 1s a
reasonable” thing for the company to spend

money in the renewal of rolling-stock and
increasing the plant, is it not reasonabie for

the local authorities to do it, more especially
as they will own it and they will get the
revenue that acerues from it? Let us take
a glimpse of what it would mean to the
people of Brisbane if the profits received
from the Brisbane trams for the past fifteen
years had been made available to the people
in the metropolitan area. The profits have
been in the vicinity of £80,000 per year.
We ¢sn just imagine what that would mean
to the ratepayers “of Brisbane if that amount
had been available to them for the extension
of municipal enterprises in the city. Instead
of coming to the (lovernment to herrow
hundreds of thousands of pounds for a water
and sewerage system, they could have had a
water and sewerage system ten vears ago.
and they could have pmd for it out of the
tramway profits all the time.

A further point is in connection with the
taking of the pcll. T am glad to notice that
the leader of the Nationalist party is opposed
to a referendum on this question. 1 am cer-

tainly surprised to hear the deputy leader
of the Clountry party say that he réquires a
referandum, because, if anvbodv bitterly and
fiercely oppmed the principle of the initiative
and reforendum, it was the hon. member
for Aubigny and those associated with him
on the front bench of the Country party.

My, Kirwan: He was bitterly opposed to
the extension of the franchise in local
aunthority matters, and now he wants a refer-
endum on that basis.

Mr. HARTLEY

PBrisbane savs,

As the hon. member for
he was bitterly opposed to
adult franchise in local government. but now,
when it suits bis purpose, he savs. * Trust
the people. Take a vote to see whether they
shall own these tramways or not.”” First of
all. T oppose the referendum because it
has become a well-recognised principle thas
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public utilities should be in the hands of the
people and should be administered by them,
and that any profit resultivg from them
should go inte the freasuries of the local
authorities coneerned.  If it be a good thing
to take a teferendum to decide whether or
rat we should take over the truraways, why
vor have taken a veferendum as to whether
we shiould establish a Water and Sewerage
Beard in Brisbane. and spend hundreds of
thouzands of pounds on its underraking.

Moore: That 1s a health matter.
Mr. HARTLEY: Tt does not matter
whether it is a health matter or not. Why

should not the supply of water be made a
subject of  exploitation and profit for a
private company just as rouch as the carriage
of the people to and from their homes? We
have hﬂmucr svstoms in other towns con-
trolled bv focal authorities. Why not have
taken polls in those casosy

Mr. Moorz: There are provisions to that
effecd in the Loceal Authoritiss Acht. What
sre thoy there for?

My, HARTLES

hen

Theyo is provicion that,
pxnpo sedd to be borrowed,

R money ]

yolls shall Be taken. No money is going fo

be borrowoed k,mx‘, X
A, Moonre: Yes

Mre, I{ARTLEY: It is
coribed. Tt may be borrowed; but it does
nat matter whether it is or not. It has
always boen recognised that the trams would
sventunalle be taken over by the people, or
that the possibility existed of their being
talken gver by the city council. In every Act
iliere 33 provision that the franchise shall

~ cortzin sime ard that the ownership
shull eventually be municipal, and that a
tribunal would he appointed to assess the
value of the undertaking. On those two
unds T think any request for a referendum
can eaxily be refused.

Moorr: You want better grounds than

going to be sub-

ul‘t

that,

Me, ITARTLEY: T do not think any

d"(l sonld =ati-fy the hon. member. The
k of the Nationalist party was rather
anprohensive o3 to whether the tramways
would pay } wer of the increased efficiency
of matsr serviees. It is true that in
same ciries. such as Wdinburgh and some
parts of Lomden, motor vebicular traffic is
ovsting tram traflic, tmt that is only in its
initial stages. Nolody knows how far that
snecessful competitien with rail vehicles will
zo. Thers are grounds for thinking that in
some particularly favonred places. where the
roads ure safficiently good and the natural
features of the conntry lend themselves fo if,

moter fraflic, with the new mator machines
thar are being developed now. will compete
with trams and trains; but I think there

need beo no apprebension of that in the city
of Brisbane. Here we have a tram service
and a good train service. vet anybody who
knows anything about fravohmw to  the”
suburban areas knows that both  combined
arce inadequate ar cortain hours of the day
under certain conditions to successfully cope
with the vassenger traffic, and, a.lthough the
tram service may be increased by putting on
more and bigger cars, there will still be room
for privately-owned motor vehicles.

I am glad to see that it is coming to be
recognised that there are no grounds on
which to base a claim for compensation in

Mr. Hartley.?
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respect of goodwill.  Fvervoune will recog-
nise that Mr. Badger and his agents are not
responsible for the clientele who contribure
tn his revenue. It is necessary for the people
themselves to use the m convenient and
cheapest means of transport to and from their
homes., It would be just as sound and logical
to claim that the Commissioner for Railways
was entitled to be paid for goodwill on any
line he might at some time part with as to
argue that the company is entitled to such
compensation in its case.

Whilst T agree with a good deal that the
leader of the Naticnalist party said on the
question of valuation, I think he got on very
uusound ground when he advocated that the
price to be paid should he the enhanced
price of material and cost of construction
of to-duy as opposed to what was the cost
twenty years ago.

Mr. Sizer: IHe onlv advocated that it
snould be paid for as a going concern—as
against cost price,

Mr. HARTLEY : T do not think the kon.
member was in the vicinity, because I par-
ticularly noticed what the Lon. member for
Windsor said, and I put an interjection to
him on the point. Tle wants the undertaking
to be paid for at its running value, that is,
the value of the tracks, cars, power stations.
and all appurtenances as they stand. making
allowance for depreciation caused by fair
wear and tear. He said thev should ot b
paid for on the baxis of the cost at which
were originally bought or constructed.
't is, if the company paid £10 rer ton for
rails some years ago—which would probably
be a fairly high price at that time—and rails
are £20 to-day, then the company should get
£20 per ton when the undertaking is pur-
chased. Tf he bought cars at the rate of

£600 or £700 per car, and to-dus

{8 p.m.] they cost ahout £1.260 p-r car,

he wants them paid for at the
cnhanced  value caused by the various
increases in wages and in the cost of material.
That is an unsound method of valuation. It
should be the cost of the plant, less deprecia-

tion for the number of vears it has been in
operation, less again depreciation for its
degrce of cbsoleteness. It must be borne in
mind that any big undertaking like this, to
be effective and to be run economically,
must_havas the best motive power that can be
supplicd. I am given to understand on fairly
good authority that a good deal of the clectric
power station is out of date, and a lot of big,
costly replacements will have to he made.
The hon. member for South Brisbane informs
me that 1t will be practically duplicated.
Possibly o new, big, up-to-date power station
- will have to be built. That must be a factor
in arriving at the value of the assets. If
the whole of that power station has to be
scrapped and we have to build a new one,
that must be wiped off as a dead loss. There
could be no injustice and no loss to the
shareholders if that were done, because they
have alreadyv earned in dividends the mon
that was paid for the plant. What applics
in that applies also in other directions. An
amount must be allowed as an offset for the
neglect of the present syst'm, which will
have to be made good by whoever takes it
on in future; where tracks have been allowed,
through want of attention, to get into such
a bad state as to render necessary a big
outlay in renewal, that must be allowed as
an offset against value of the assets. I trust
that the Bill will very soon be an accom-
plished fact, and that the people of Brisbane

[Mr. Hartley.
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will reap the benefit which generally follows
the introduction of municipal enterprise im
connection with this and many other services.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxiey): The speech
which we have just listened to indicates that
the hon. member for Fitzroy was somewhat
out of his depth in criticising a measure of
this deseription. He made one statement in
his opening remark which scems to call for
pass comment. He took great exception
ta the fact that the Opposition had ceased to:
u~¢ & militant tone in regard to this tramway
gquestion.  Hoe said that we have altered our
attitude entirely regarding our outlook on
th: ttamway question generally. lle omitted
to call attention to the fact that this measure
has not as its object the depriving of the
Tramways Company of any of its lawful
rizhts: 1t stmply is a question of what is to
become of the tramway property now thag
the vears of charter have expired. If thers
were snyome within the precinets of this
Jiouse listening to him speaking who had
.c idea of coming to this country with &
view to establishing some n-w enterprise or
venrure, I am afraid that that man would
go away and be of the opinion that there
are sonmie who, being responsible for the
weifere of Queensland, still are unaware
of the fast that we must have capital, initia-
tive. and brains to develop the country; that
we must give them a fair deal, and sce that
their rights ar: protected. Omne of the most
notorious pages in the history of the Labour
party. in my opinion, has been that in refer-
ence to the Brisbane Tramways Company.
From the birth of this Government they
have he'n obsessed with an insatiable desire
to persecute this company in some form or
other. One of the first measures that I had
the misfortune to witness being put through
this {‘hamber was that having a3 1i8 object
the depriving of the Tramways Company of
its right under its charter, by an endeavour
ta reduce fares or increase the length of
sections. and to belittle or undermine the
value of the assets which it possessed. The
next measure, so far as I remember, was
one to permit the Government to purchase
the tramways before the charter of the
company had expired.

The Prewrer: There was no pronosal to
purchase the undertaking before the franchise
had expired. -

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: At any rate, it had
the effect of undermining the value of the
tramwsy assets to such an extent that the
Tramwa Company was prepared at that
moment to sell the whole of the undertaking
to the Government rather than be persecuted
any longer. That was a statement thab
mede in this House in 1918 when that first
Rill was before us, and that was a positiol
of which the Government were quite able
to take advantage at that particular time.

The PREMIER : Who authorised you to make
that statement?

AMr. ELPHINSTONE : Mr. Badger himself
authorised me to male that statement. As
1 said then. in my opinion every man taking
part in that debate and dealing with so
important a question as the acquisition of
the tramways—particularly when it was pro-
posed to interfere with its rights under thab
charter—any man who had on his shoulders
the responsibility of passing legislation in
this House should make himself fully
acquainted with the circqrx;stances surround-
ing the rights and privileges which the
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comipany enjoyed. To-day, of course, as the
Premier has pointed out, we are going to
concede to the company all the rights and
privileges bestowed upon it under the original
charter. 'We have abandoned all this perse-
cution which we have been endeavouring 1o
initiate during the past four years, and now
have come to the conciusion that the charter
is a fit and proper one, and that it is the
daty of the Government to proioct the rights
of that company or of any other (’ompanv
working under a similar chartor. It is pleas-
ing indeed to see that we have at last come
ta acknowledge that those are rights any
Government must respect.

Another point which the hon. member for
itzror touched upon was in connection with
tiie disabilities under which the Government
have been mbomlng in the raising of money
in United Wingdom during the past four
vear Instead of athlbutmg those disabili-
ties. s he quite rightly might have done,
o the pel\caut on which the Tramway Com-
pany las been under, the hon. member for
Fitzroy trotted cut the old parrot-cry that
they were due to actions of hon. members on
side of the ¥ouse. It is a pity that this

e of political attitude which he thinks
ho has «liscovered in uvs he cannot create in
hime=elf. [ want to tell the hon. member that,
had the Government not set out to persecute
this company and attempt to steal its rights
and privileges from it, the country would
not now be labouring under some of its
di=abilities.

Mr. HarTLEY : You admit that I was right?

Mr. LLPHINSTONE: Having been de-
feated in all those various attempts the
Premier admits, by his action in connection
with this Bill and the speech which he has
made. that the Tramways Company’s rights
have to be respected. During the greater
part of this debate it seems to me that we
have been on wrong lines. There is no need
1o discuss in this House what compensation,
what _allowance for goodwill, or any other
consideration the company shall receive; that
is a matter for the Supreme Court, in the
first place, to decide. That court, T "take i,
will outline the basis upon which a settlement
is to be arrived at, and then independent
arbitrators will discuss and discover the best
way of dealing with the situation. All this
Bill provides Zor is puiting up machinery
for taking over the tramway system from the
company, the term of its charter having
expired two years ago, and vesting it in some
other authontv for its successful running. In
my opinion, half the speeches I have Lis Stened
to in this House have been largely based on
misconception of what this Bill is meant 1o
convey. As the Tramways Company is to
recelve all the privileges which its charter
gives it to-day, I do not intend to dwell on
that phase.

Myr. Harteey: The hon. gentleman's
apology has been sufficiently long.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If I started to
apologise for the hon. me¢mber, I would have
to ask for an extension of time. I approach
the tramway question in this way: It is a
business undertaking, and it is an under-
taking run ostensibly and primarily for the
benefit of the people. It has got to be run
as a business undertaking, and there are
three ways of dealing with this question

Fi

which the present circumstances demand
eonsideration of. he first one is that of
leaving the tramway undertaking in the

bands of the Tramways Company on the
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hand-to-mouth conditions of to-day. That
has been going on for the last two years.
do not think one need dwell very long
that phase of the matter, because it is qulm
unsatisfactory. You cannot expect the Tram-
Company to give proper businesslike
atze.mon to ifs property, because it mnever
knows the day when it will be called upon
1o vacate it. You cannot expect it to look
frer the narural extensions which a big
growing city like Brisbane demands, becanse
it never knows the day 1t is golng to be
deprived  of the ught to run the trams.
There 13 no real siness argument that can
ponmttmo the Tramways

advz\.‘m ed for

Compans to go on under the 1)1e~ert uncer-

rain state of aafiive. It is no good for the

Tramways Company, neither is it good for

ommunity gencrally, so that it can be
2

disnui

2t question is whether it is right or
under the circumsiances which exist
"to grant an (‘\tcum(m of time to the
Lompan" urrder its charter. I would remind
the House that it is not a que\hon of renew-
iny the charter or not, but it is simply a
guestion of an exteusion of time, as 1 think
the Promier will admit. I have said on all
sious when I have had an opportunity
of relerving to this tram question that 1 am
it f“)ll b(‘l](‘\'cl ]I] th(’ (‘ommunltv 0\\1*1!10‘ &
ublic utility such us the tramways are, I
d that in 1918, and I say it again to—-dav
Tlere are circumstances, however, Whlch
uzturally control matters, and I am going to
a few arguments which, in rmay
are worthy of fhe attention of this
wefore deciding upon citbarking upon

The

(o0

(~mnmuce of th the
g mg circumstancy m
v opinion, the Tlunn\ 2 oanv ‘wts to

coll 1ts undertaking. I t‘mm that 1s obvious.
- can come to that conclusion on the face

of the terms submitted by BJr. Badger to
the Premier when the question of renewal or
oxrension of time was discussed.  That, to

an indication. not of what the
Cempany is pu‘pared to accept,
ation that it is anxious to get
w\l of its undertaking, and the mere fact
that it is now going to enjoy all the privileges
it 15 entitled to under its charter 13 an
inducement to it to get rid of the undertaking
now, in view of the opposition which has
been extended towards it for so long a time,
and also in view of the natural trend of
veutrs which directs attention towards the
ml’)h( controlling a utility of this description.
! coseede. howsver, for one minute
that the ierms which the Premier has given
the last word the Tramways Company

my nond, i
ramway

w

}' o uot

e ATe
s evemaved to censider in connecetion with the
guestion of an extension of time. If I, or
anvane clse. have anything to sell, and some

buyer comes along, we all know it is a matter
of business to put forward terms upon
which we are prepaved to make some con-
ruossions,

The Previgr: The hon.
remember that Mr. Badger’s
advanced as the minimum figure.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: He might say so.
I have often said in mmy own business that
such a figure wa: the minimum that I was
proparvd to ancopf bat T bad my tongue in
my cheek when I said so. This is a business
matter. [ consider that the Premier and
those surrcunding him are not the proper
people to approach the Tramways (‘ompany
te srrive ai a businesslike understanding. I

Mr. Elphinstone.]

will
was

member
figure
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do n or one monlent suggest that the
Promier i3 not capable of deing that: but
because of the bitter hostility towards the
Tramways Company ever zince the Govern-
ment assumed the rveins of office, and the
company looks upon the Government as its
inveterate and natural »nemy.

The PreEMIER: Mr. Dexham could make no
better arrangement in 1913. :

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: is not
This is nine vears later. In my opinion, a
omch better deal could be made with the
Tramways Comoany, if an exfension of
tizie was considercd Inadvisable, than was
conveyed by the Promier, ax contained in the
remarks he made in his specch. The whole

ion is onc as to whether, under the
i circumstances, the question of an
e of time should cowe into considera-
One resson I advance in  favour
of extonsion iz thar this i{s not a time
to spend lavge swis of meney, for the simple

1913 1922,

reason that money 13 mueh dearsr to-day
than it going to be a few years hence.

The ruling rate to-day may be 55 per cent.

to 7 per cent, but we can “see that the
natural trend of cveuts is towards a decline
in the vrate of interest. If I might
div.rge  for one minute and amphfy
3 &

sheme, 1 would say that the value
of capital must be reduced i wages
are expected to be redue There are
two elements in all th rtakings—
wages and capital—and if wages are going
to come down it must follow that the value
of capital must alse come down. Therefore,

think it follows as a natural corollary, if
the t of living, and wages, and so forth,
ng to come down, the price of money
“og to come down too,  To contem-
an oxpenditure of £2,000,000 at this
‘ticular moment, when the rate of interest
must of necessity soon come down, is a point
worthy of consideration before we decide
whether we should purchase the trams now or
dofer 1t wnril a later period. There is
another point to be considered. According
to the figures presented to this House,
corpiled by the auditers directed to do the
work., I understand that the amount of
capital that the Tramways Company is pay-
ing interest on 1x £1.425.000. of which
£450,000 is in the form of debentures, and
£975.000 in the form of shar It 13 pretty
obvious from the figures with whick the
Premier furnished us that the purchase price
of these trams will be saomewhere in the
neighbourhood of £2.002,000. The Premier
has set down the value of the trams at.
approximately, £ bur ke alse
inferred in the re ot drop that the
amount of the purch price which Mr.

Badger asked for undertaking  was
over £2.000.000: therefore, we can assume
that somewhere in the neighbourhood of
£2.600,000 will be the purchasing price of the

trains,
The PreMiEr: It is a wrong assumption.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I do not think so.
In support of myv argument. I would like to
read an extract from the chairman’s remarks
to the shareholders in Tiondon at the Jast
annual meeting of the Brisbane Tramways
Company. He sayi—
“ As it is, the resuits we have achieved
under the advice of the highest legal
authorities 7

The Government also claim to have obtained
the opinion of the highest legal authorities.

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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The PrEMIER: We obtained the opinion of
the highest legal authorities on compensa-
tion casos.

Mr. FLPIIINSTONE: I do not question
that.  The Tramways Company also claim
to have got the opinion of the highest |
authorities. Ths chairman continues—
Yoo and at the hands oi the most
experienced engineers in Australia, work-
1 in connection with the Goverument
representatives, will, we hope. be of greag
value to us when the time comes for
determining the price we shall be
entitled to reecive. The valuztion which
was completed early in December of last
year showed the then replacement value
of the company’s property, taking no
aceount of its commercial value ”
1 presume that to be goodwill—
L to be £1,738.257.”

The Premigr: That was the replacement
value during the period of extremely high
prices,  As a matter of fact, that was much
in exeess of the valuation of our own officers.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am prepared to
accept the Premier’s statement in that

regard. All I can say is that these are the
arguments advanced by the chairman of

directors at a meeting held in London only
a few weeks ago, and I am advancing this
to show what the company’s value is. The
Premier could not give the information, as
e considered it confidential, and, there-
fore. we c¢an only by deduction arrive at
what we consider to be the company’s value
of the property. It is a perfectly sound
assumption that the purchase price will be
somewhere in  the neighbourhood of
£2.000,000, Whercas the Tramways Com-
pany only has to earn sufficient on its under-
taking to pay interest on £1,425,000, the
trust, when 1t acquires these trams, wili
have to make sufficient to pay interest on,

approximately, £2,000,000.

The Premier: The hon. member is all
wrong.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You may argue

so. but, in my opinion, it is a very reason-
able deduction, We <hall have £2,000,000
lving out in this undertaking, whereas the
Tramwavs Company only has £1.425,000, so
that we shall have, by the imposition of rates
and fares, to get the necessary revenue from
the tramwasr wusers or ratepavers to 1ay
interest on that additional sum of money.
The Prexisr: Does the hon. member think
that the court in fixing compensation will
allow more-than the replacement value?

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: That £1.738,000 is
simply the replacement value. It is a ques-
tion whether—and. in my opinion, all the
weight of the evidence rests with the Tram-
ways Company—the company will require
some compensation in the form of goodwill
under the terms of the charter. This is
a quection of what methods we are going
ts adopt to acquire this tramway, and I am
only referring to that phase of the mafter
in crder to point out that wé have to find
interest on a far greater sum of money
when we acquire these trams than the Tram-
ways Company itself has to find at the
present time, I consider that in these days
efficiency of management is everything. We
are living in abnormal times, when the
whole world is disturbed, and one of the
outstanding features in Queensland’s indus-
trial history in recent years has been the
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happiness and contentment which the tran:
way statf have apparently been living under
ever since the year 1912, We do not want to
urh it. I am not going to suggost for
ot moment  that ther are going to be
muulnul\ disturbed, but I say,  Let well
alona at o time \xhv we \\ant the ma\'-
mum of efficiency and the maximum result.”
Is it not an argument to be advanced in
favour of the consideration of an extension
of the term of the charter, if we know the
efficiency of the management and the con-
tentment  of the stafl will be
Another very important point iz this: So
far as the figures available show, the State
has been drawing during the last year or
two from taxation from the Tramways Com-
pany, approximately, £20,000 » year. Under
this propesed arrang ement the trust will not
pay income tax, thelefom, the State will
lose the income tax paid by that under-
taking under the terms of the charter when
it passes to the trust.

The Preater : The hon. member is wrong,
bhecause the debentures issued to the present
sharcholders will bear income tax.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Is it not a fact
that the interest which the Tramways Com-
pany pavs to its shareholders is also subject
to income tax as well as their profits? Of
conrse it Is.

s PREMIER: NO;
income tax

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: They pay income
tax on the profit that is made.

The Prewvier: The company only pays
inceme tax on its profits.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You are assuming
theze is going to be a profii on the under-
taking when it passes to the trust.

The Prruier: Debentures are
the present owners.

they only pay one

issued to
I presume they will he
getting interest on those debentures, and
they will pay income tax. 'There will be
no loss of revenue to the State as a conse-
quence of the formation of the trust.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is a matter
thdr I would like to delve into a little
deecper. Apart from that question, there is

the amount of tax which the local authori-
ties receive from the Tramways Company at
the present moment. Last vear the Tram-
wavys (‘ompanv paid £8,000 to the local
authorities. That will be lost to the local
authoritics.

The Pravirr: They will simply save it
themselyes.  That is all. It will not mean
any disadvantage.

i ELPHINSTONE : It must mean a

“\ddVGUTd"L They received £8,000 from
the ‘Tramwaw Company last year, and when
the m\dortakmg is passed over to the trust,

the local authorities will not receive that
amount,

The Prexter: It will belong to the local
authoritiecs.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You are assuming
that the tramways are going to be success-
fully conducted under the trust. I am
advancing arguments why we should con-
sider the advisability of granting an exten-
sion of time to the existing Tramwags
Company, and I have advanced two argu-
ments so far as taxation is concerned— th’au
at the present moment we rooelve approxi-
mately, £20,000 a year in income tax, and

[16 SerreEvsrr.] Srisbanie {
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the loeal therities receive £8,000 a year
from the Tramways Company.

Mr. Fermioks: And we shall save the
£30.000 a year which is now being paid to
the Imperial Government in tuxation.

Mr, ELPHINSTON Under the existing
ceaditions usider which the Tramwarys Uom-
pany Is opureting it has to raaintain a large
scetion of the roadway—that i, it has fto
maintain the part of the 10ddwav betwean
the vails and for 18 inches on ecither side.
Under the trust that advantage, which to
the local authorities is considerable, dis-
appears, and the maintenance of that part
of the roadway will faill upon the local
authorities, and will be a further burden
on them. That is another point that has
to be considered when we propose to take
away this undertaking from the Tramways
Company.

The Premier: If the trust does nof Spend
that money on maintaining the road, its
income will be all the greafer.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: At the present
moment it is an obllga ion on the Tramways
Company to maintain that road, and, when
this undertaking passes to the local authori-
ties, then the local authorities themselves
will have to maintain that road, and it will
be a further burden on the local authorities.

A further point to be considered is that there
is already a limitation in the charter as to the
length of sccidons and the amount of fares
which the Tr ramwayrs Company shall charge,
a,nd at no time in the history of the Tram-

vays Company have these limits been
d])plOﬂChf.‘d «o the people of Brisbane and
those who use the tramways will have all the
protection that is necessary, I am not
advancing, as the sole solution of the matter,
that the tramway syustem should be left in
the hands of the compan T am advancing
this as an argument why, in timsg of stress,
which we are living under at present, We
should give due consideration to the question
of whether it would not be wise to leave this
undertaking in the hands of the Tramways
Company on the best terms that can be
made, and I am pot admitting that the
terms which have been submitted to the
Premier are the lowest which the Tramways
Company would ajg

As T have 1lremn said, we shall require
about £2.000,000 to a('quire the tramway
system. We ‘shall recuire at loast another
half a million, ard probably more, to give
very scant attention to the extensions which
are now urgently needed. 'Therefore, the
proposad trust has got to find immediately
from £2500,000 to £3,000,000 when money
is dear.

The PresiEr: They are very arbitrary
figures, and they are probably wrong.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I do not think
thev are wrong. Mr. Badgf r, in his remarks,
when he met two depufahons that waited on
him, clearly showed that the extensions which
he had in view even at that moment would
entail an expenditure of something like
£800,000. and I am quite sure I am rlght in
saying that the trust will have to face an
outlay of approumatelv £3,000,000 to acquire

this tramway undmtakmv and
[8.30 p.m.] give anything like the attention

to_extensions which are needed.
What must follow is an increase in the fares.
That is inevitable, and the people who use
the trams must face the situation that,
as soon as these trams are taken over, it

Mr, Elphinstone. |
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means an increase in the fares, If the Tram-
ways Company finds it necessary to increase
fares or to ask for an increase of fares
when the capital involved is only £1,425,000,
how much more nocessary is it going to be
for the trust to ask for an increase of fares

when the amount of money involved is
£3,000,000°? That, in my opinion, is
unanswerable.

The Preyier: The company has to pay
dividends.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You will have to

pay interest on the money—on £3,000,000, as
I am showing you. Although there is not
much satisfaction to the man who exclaims,
“ T told you %0, yet I am sure that, when
the history of this undertaking comes to be
written, you will find there iz £3,000,000
involved 1n acquiring the Brisbane tramways
and n:aking the necessary extensions. My
opinion is that municipally ownsd tramw
are never so efficieatly run as propri I
owned tramwsys. As a matter of interast,
I would like to read an extrzct from
“ Engincering and Contracting,” which is an
American publication. It just gives a com-
parison between the Secattle Tramway Com-
pany under municipal control as compared
with proprietary control. It shows that in
1919 the Seattle people took over the trams
from the company. and paid only the actual
cost of covnstruction. There is no need to
apologise. for bringing American precadents
into our dcbate to-day, because we have a
vital interest in American loans. The Seattle
people took over the trams in 1919, and paid
£3900.00) for them—which was merely the
cost of consiruction— .

“ They bezan operating at old fares—
four tickets for 1s.—but soon raised them
to 5d. a ride, or three tickets for Is.
These fares are as high as any in the
United States of America.”

cse fares now are as high as in any city
in the United States—
in the Unite tates

“In spite of prohibiting ’‘bus com-
petition, paylng no rates or taxes, main-
taining no roads, charging higher fares,
they, for the years 1921, only showed 13
per ceat. on capital outlay.”

in Ameriea, where very much more
enterprising methods are used than here, I
quote it as an illustration to show the hon.
gentleman that not only here, but in most
parts of the world, when undertakings pass
into the hands of municipal enterprise, they
are never so sucuosifally v under com-
pany or private ents . Premies
mentioned something about the London trams
and motor ’buses. With somse considerable
knowledge in these directions, I claim that
the motor "buses have been a success commer-
ciallx, and as a means of conveying people
quickly from one place to another in narrow
streets. The London trams have never been
a success, and I do not suppose they ever
will be. The extraordinary part about it is
that, whercas the London motor ’buses are
all proprietarily owned, the London trams
are municipally owned, and the one succeeds
and the other always fails. I think the
Premier knows that what I say in that
regard is correct,

I want now to deal, briefly, with another
question which arises by the passing of
the trams to the control of a trust or local
authority. In my opinion it is inevitable
that interference must take place im the

{Mr. Elphinstone.
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management, As an illustration of that
point, during the last few days I have been
asking the Government for some information
in regard to an enterprise called the ¢ Build-
ing frades Guild,” my object being, not to
point the finger of scorn at any individual
or body of individuals who want to improve
their conditions by co-operating and doing
business on their own, but to show several
object lessons, onc of which T want to touch
upon. One is that, although the manager of the
State sawmills, and the Director of Forests,

-got rid of what appeared to be a losing pro-

position. the Minister stepped in and forced
the State sawmills to supply timber to this
co-operative undertaking, regardless of the
sdvice of his officers, which has resulted in a
loss of £1,189 to the State, which, of course,
the poor taxpayer has to face. That, in my
opinion, is inevitable where the concern
comes under (Government or municipal con-
tvol.  You will incvitably have a certain
amount of interference in the conduct of the
undertaking., What happens at an election
time., whether it is a municipal or State
concern? 'The candidate is questioned about
undertakings, and, being only human, per-
haps in a woak moment he promises that if
olocted he will do certain things. We aro
all subject to that—I am not drawing dis-
tinctions hetween one side or the other—but
what I say is that, when these men come
back and assume the power which the electors
have given them, and have charge of a big
undertaking like the Brisbane tramways, 16
ix almost humanly impossible to eliminate &
cortain clement of interference with the trust
or of the trust with the manager. You may
1+ #nd surround that manager with all kinds
of barbed wire entanglements; nevertheless
L must be interfersd with in some form or
another by the mere fact that the tramway is
controlled by a trust which iz the outcome
of the local authorities. Therefore, I contend
that interference with the manpagement must
and will incvitably follow. Aunother point is
this: It is quite easvy to conceive that wo
are coing to have political extensions in this
2 The (Government refain an obvious

Hatier. !

cnntrol under this measure; that is to say,
¢ortain  oxtonsions cannot be undertaken
without Government consent, and the

Government can almost initiate extensions
under this Bill.  Therefore, T contend that
politics are going to entor jnbo thic matter.
Wo csn quite conceive of cortain gentlemen
<l look for public favour in metropolitan
wrons making certain promiscs, or being asked
10 give certain concessions when thoey are
“eking the suffrages of the peeple when the
cramways pass into the hands of the focal
authoritics,

The PREMIER: The trust will coutrol that.

ELPHINSTONE: The taxpayer of
hane is already labouring under tremen-
loas burdens the extent of which s
sot appreciated, though the labilities exist
at the present moment.

I refer in particular
to the Metropolitan Water and Seworage

Board, There is an increasing burden in
that connection which is becoming a
tremendous tax upon the thrift of the
people. We are at present still going on

with this expensive undertaking, and there
is nothing else but to go on and finish if.
There is going to be some £4,000,000 or
85,000,000 invested in this undertaking beforc
it is finished, the upkeep of which in interest
and redemption must fall upon the taxpayer.
We are proposing to add to the burdens of
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dhese poor taxpayers the exprnditure of a
fmthor sum of something like #£3,000,000, the

iability of paying mterest and 1edempt10n
on which falls upon the taxpayers, under the
obligations imposed by this measure. If the
acquisition of these tramways is made by the
local authorities, then it would be preferable,
as the leader of the Nationalist party said,
4 let the control of the tvams pass into the
hands of a Commission of three experts. It
may be said that that is not democratic.

Mr. CoLLiNs: Were you not a Commission
of one, when you were at Darra, and it did
not pay any dividends ¥

My, BELPHINSTONE: No. If I had
been a Cos 71mi< on of one, the Daira cement
works would have been a paying proposition
from the first. I argue 1n regard to this,
as I do with rvegard to the M tropolitan
‘Water and anemve Board, that in enormous
undersakings of this de\u"phon involving
millions of mozey, it is preferable that control
Chould be placed in the hands of men who
know their business and arc free from all kinds
of interference. It may not be democratic, but
the price we are asked to pay for democracy
may be too high, and at present we are
experiencing trouble in that particular regard.
\Ve have been chasing shadows for the last

soven or eight years, trying to get away
flOnI the ¢ld economic puncprEs on which
grade and commerce have been establizhed,
and the cost is very great, and it is time we
called & halt. Tostead of adding to our
obligations in_that regard, I am suggestmg
shat we should consider whether it is not
advisable, if the trams are to be taken over
from the Brisbane Tramways Company, to
put them in the hands of a Commission, and
py that means be sure of getting OH‘LCIF‘H(’Y
and economy of management rather than
passing them over into the hands of the local
authorities, which bodies must be subject to
outside influences.

The PrexiER: You are more consarvative
aow thav you wore when you were with the
Nationalist party.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am making
“commaon sense”’ my slogan, because it 1s
commnion sense that the country wants to-day.

QpposITior MEMBERS :

vir. BELPHINSTONE : If the Premier will
not agree to allow this costls uundertaking
0 paws under the contrel of three Commis-
stoners, 1 ask him to consider whether it
would not be profu ble to allow this autho-
rity to be slected expressly for ths purpose
of conducting the tramways Just as the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewcrage
Board arc clected to deal with one specific
andertaking. My reason for arguing that is
that there wre many men who are not pre-
cared to offer themselves as candxdatm for
local authority honours, but who wounld be
preparca to offer themselves as candidates fur
a trust so control the tramways. In tl‘e
first place, the human element alw ays enters
into these things. In this Bill it is "nopo%“d
4o pay a reasonable compensation to the mem-
bers of the trust for the time devoted to the
management of the concern. It is proposed to
pay the chairman £200 a year and the
mdlv]dua] members £250 a year each. That
is rearonable compensation, and I am glad
to know that that is to be done. The
members of the local authorities get nothing
at all, and therefore I say the human
element prevails. You will not get some

Hear, hear!
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men to offer themselves gratuitously as candi-
dates for the loeal authorities, because it
means an interference with their business
and loss of time, whereas, secing that they
are to get re asonable compens ation for the
application of brains to an undertaking such
as 1s proposed uynder this Bill, you will get
men to offer themselves for the trust. We
know, teo, that in local authority elections
it is remarkable how a little red herring
drawn across the trail will affect the course

of the election and determine the issue. We
knov  that so_mctimos little matters of no
great vital  importance will  attract the

imagination of the people and take their
minds off the 1~suo There are no greater
pastmasters at drawing the people off the
main issue than the P’emler and the gentle-
min who sit behind him. ¥n 1818 they secured
the reins of government by appealing to
people’s stomachs instead of to their brains
by promising them cheap food. In 1920 we
had another «tuut when the people were told
that their rights and privileges were being
interfered with. There was not a word of
truth in that, but it did not matter, as it
ved 1ts purpose and the people again
returned the party opposite to power. Now
the hon. gentleman is searching for something
else to trot out to collar the imagination of
the people. T do not say that unkindly, but the
Premicr knows it is true. Ilon. members
lknoew  that locul authoritv candidates
returned on. catch-cries of all descriptions.

When rou get local authorities returned in
that war, you cannot oxpect to look to the

loczl  authorities
trust With

themselves to provide a
suflicient experience to run a
tramway undertaking successfully and effici-
ently. Thew’ow 1 suggest to the Premier
that it is well worthy of consideration to have
an clection independent of the local authori-
ties altogether. It us have an election and
securc 8 tramway trust. or whatever you like
to call it, consisting of six or seven members
whose sole business will be to look after the
interests of the tramways. By that means I
am sure you will be able to ook forward to
a more cfficient control of the tramways than
sou will get under the proposal contained in
Bill. By that means we shall be akle
to cut out Government interference. If we
had a trust electsd on the lines I suggess,
ve should cut out all outside interference.
Turther than ihat, a trust of that description
could raise loans exproes:ly for tramway pur-
poses, It is only » very few months ago
hat the Governmens were compelled to con-
cede to the Metropolitan Water Supply and
: ge Board the right to raise money in
London irdspendently of the Government.
The Government cculd not raisec money iu
I.Mulﬂn but the Metropolitan Watsr Supply
sl Sewerage Board could.

The Yeruipr: No. We raised it for the
Water Supply and Sewerage Board.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Commonwealth

PR TR
ths

thovi

Bank raised it.  You had nothing to do
with if,
The Prrwiri: We raized it through the

Commonwealth Bank.

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: I make bold to say
that, if the London investor had kncwn
that the (overnment were behind it, that
loan would not have been raised.

The Premier : The London investor insisted
on the Government guaranteeing it.

GovernmeNT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CoLuns: That is one up against you.

Mr. Elphinstone.}

are -
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Mr BLPHINSTOWE: Great cheers; and
they are badly needed ! The London investor
knew that he had the rating power of the
Tetropolitan Water Supply and . Bewerage
Board behind the loan.

The Premigr: Backed by the Government.

Wr, BELPHINSTONE: They would take
anyone's backing. If you lend anyone money,
you might get half a dozen names to back
15, but probably only two of them are any
good. - The leader of the Opposition poinis
oub that the Government gave prior rights
to the Water Supply and Sewsrage Board,
‘so it is a fact that that Board was able to
raise money in London when the Government
could not do so. It is conceivable that the
tramway trust can do the same thing if
it 1s composed of men of business acumen
, and brains, such as can be secured under a

direct election such as I suggest, even if
backed by a Labour Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-

men has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Ordess.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pitisworth): 1
beg to move that the hon, member for Oxley
be granted an extension of time.

Question put and passed.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I want to pass on
and deal with some of the proposals that
the Bill provides. Although the trust has
financial responsibility under the Bill, it is
not able to control matters as it should. The
Government, in the first place, are to appoins
the chairman. The Government will have
two represenfalives on the Board. So long
as the tramway trust owes the Government
large sums of money—it is quite permissible
that there should be a Government repre-
sentative on that body. But there is no
need for {wo Government representatives,
and there is no need for the Government
to retain the right to nominate the chairman
if the tramway trust gets out of debt to
the Government. When the trust pays off its
obligations to the Government, the Govern-
ment will still retain the right to nominate
the chairman of the trust. That is an inter-
ference with the rights and privileges of the
trust. There is another feature which is
directly contrary to the tenets and principles
of the Labour Government. Xver since I
have been in this House, hon. members oppo-
site_bave fought for the people’s rights to
initiate Jegislation and volce their opinions
by referendum on proposed legislation. Now
we are departing from this pringiple—a
principle which hon. gentlemen opposite
fought so strenuously for in vyears past.
We are thrusting vpon the trust an obliga-
tion entailing something like £3,000,000,
without giving the people the right of saying
whether they want this undertaking or not.
It is impossible for us to tell the people
the actual amount of money involved, bus
we can tell them the approximate amount
which we think the adjudicators will arrive
at, and we should give the people the right
to say “Yes’ or ‘“No” to whether they
want this tramway undertaking placed upon
them or not.

. Hon. gentlemen opposite have been plead-
ing for the straphanger, for the working
man, and the working girl and boy, who
cannot get home except in overcrowded
cars. I admit that our trams are much more

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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oversrowded than they ocught to be. Statistics
ve been placed before us which show that
¢ trams carry more Dassengers per car per
nnum . than in  any other metropolitan

1 While I admit that that is so, still
only right, before we thrust the irams
¢ people, that we should give them

right to express their opinion as to
ether they want this tramway undertaking:
t, In my opinion it is & negation of
rinciples for which hon. members
¢ have stood that they intend to
ve them of the right to say whether
want this tramway undertaking or notb.

b

&

Another point for considerafion is, of
course, the method of appointment of the
chairman of the frust. It is an extraordinary
thing that -we recently put through a Local
Authorites Act giving the people—not the
loeal authority concerned—the right to say
who should be their mayor or chalrman, and
that in this Bill we deprive the people of
that right. A few months ago we were listen-
ing to arguments why the people should
choose . their mayors or their chairmen, as
the case might be, and in the meantime that
principle has heen put into force; -yet in a
measure of this description, without any.tan-
gible reason that we can see, the Government
insist on nominating & chairman without
iving the people the opportunity to say

gIVIN
whether they want that system or not.
a reversal of principle and policy which I do
not understand. The hon. member for
Titzroy was ab great pains to find some change
in our policy; 1 would ask him to explaimx
that.

The Premizk : The hon. member must know
that they were appointed by the local
authorities for years under Liberal Govern-
ments.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am only pointing
out the hon. members inconsistency in advo-
cating the right of the people to choose
their own mayors and chairmen; yet 10 &
matter of this description, involving
£3,000,000, they deny that right, and deny
also the right of the people to say whether
they want this undertaking or not. I_amL not
arguing whether the principle is right or
not. My business now 1s to show how incon-
sistent hon. members opposite are. I have
not advanced the argument that the chalr-
man should be elected by the people. We
are not in charge of this Bill. Our purpose
is to show how inconsistent members opposite
are in this matter, as they have been in other
matters.

T want to deal briefly with the pro-
cedure which is to be adopted when this
undertaking is assumed by the trust. In the
first place, the trust is to conceive some
 general scheme.”” That is quite right—any
business undertaking would do the same
its initial stages. Then, the trust passes that
scheme on to an Advisory Board to be
appointed, not by the trust, but by hon.
members opposite, Why force on the frust
financial responsibilities and obligations, and
then deprive it of the rights which those:
responsibilities and obligations should con-
vey? Then, the Advisory Board—which, by
the way, the trust has to pay for—reports to
the Minister. He reports to the Executive
Couneil, and he says, ** Yes, go ahead "—a
system of circumlocution which must inter-
fere with efficiency. There is, indeed. a
negation of responsibility in this Bill. First
of all, the Government foist upon the trust

It 18 -
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& huge responsibility, and then they propose
to take it away by insisting that the trust
shall submit all its proposals to various bodies
in such & manner as to make it really a
laughing stock. It shows to me that the
Government bave no confidence in the capa-
city of this trust to carry on ifs business
successfully. They are simply forcing the
trust to take on an obligation they do not
desire to undertake themselves.

Time is going on, and I do not want to be
seifish; but I wish to deal with one phase of
the question upen which I hope the Pre-
mier will express his opinion. Why deny
the trust the right to extend the electric
lighting undertaking? The trust takes over
the electric lighting as it stands at the
present moment, but it is not permitted to
inake any extensions. Why should that be?
Why should +the trust be continually
restricted?  Has any undertaking been
entered into with the City Blectric Light
Company? What is stopping this trust from
developing what should be a profitable part
of its undertaking ?

In the 1913 Bill, which was introduced by
Mr. Denham, the right to lease the trams
was included, and it is quite possible that
the trust may meeb a set of circumstances
which will make it desirable that it should
have the right to lease the trams to some
body on such terms and conditions as it dic-
tates and controls, Why should we insist on
the trust carrying on the trams without some
relief, if that relief is going to be for the
. benefit of the people? The undertaking is
carried on for the benefit of the people, and
why should we not give to the people’s repre-
sentatives the right to sublet the undertaking
to somebody’ else, provided that it is in the
interests of the people.

I think that exhausts the subject. It
resolves 1tzelf under three headings.
first question is whether it is right to con-
tinue things as they are. I think all of us
agree that it is not. The next involves the
pros and cons attached to the proposal that
the company chould have an extension of
sime, which, in my opinion, is well worthy
of consideration. And the third question is
whether, if the undertsking is to be passed
over to the local authorities, would it not be
advisable to consider whether a Commission
would not be a better racans of controlling
the system, or, failing that, a board elected
directly by the people with the express object

of controlling the trams, and, in that event,
whether the Governmient are entitled o
impose upon the trust the onerous restrictions
comprised in this measure?

Hownourapry MeMBERS : Hear, hear !

My, F. A COOPER (Bremer): 1 havse

listened very closely to the speeches which
have been delivered on this Bill, and 1 was
particularly interested in hearing what the
hon. member for Oxley had to sav. T can
come to only one conclusion—that of the three

views advanced hy him the proposzl he
was that an extension should be

favouraed
given to the present company. That deuire
really was at the bottom of his remarks, ane
he shaped his arguments along those lines.
Although he said the present condition of
things could not continue, and although he
agreod that municipal control might be «
good thing, none the less he was out to prove
eonclusively that it would be far better for
- the peeple. of Queensland if the . present

192265 m :

The-

company was allowed fo continue. Unfortu-
nately, as he continued that argument, inter-
jections from this side, both by the Premier
and the hon. member for Bouth Brisbane,

convinced even the hon. member for Oxley

that be had taken the wrong stand, and so
we found him at the end of his speech adopt-
ing the attitude of net knowing just what
would be the best course of the three he
outlined. I was rmuch struck with one of
his remarks—that we must have capital,
and, while that is one of the principles that.
do mot enter deeply into this question, I
think the hon. member, considering that he
has the knowledge at his disposal, mighk
have let us know just what capital the com-
pany has,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
with this Bill?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I just want to show
whether we want capital or not, and whether
it is a good step for the local authorities to
take on this proposal with the limited capital
they may have at their disposal. To prove
my contention, I shall use a few figures, and
I trust they will not be boring. I would like
them to be as clear as possible, and for that

What has that to do

reason I shall make .them as short as
possible.
At 9 p.m.,

The Crarruan or Commrrtess (Mr. Kirwan,
Brisbane) relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The Brisbane Tram-
ways Company was formed in 1895, and
acquired the old horse-tram system. A% the
same time it acquired certain rights and
authorising orders which permitted it to
tastall an electric system. In the same year
we had formed in London a company
known as the Tramways Construction Com-
pany. Although these two companies were
formed under different names, they were
practically one and the same company. In
that year an agreement was entered into
whereby the Brishane Tramways Company
was to have certain works constructed for
it by the Tramways Construction Company.
The Construction Company did its work,
and in June, 1900, it was wound up. It was
wound up because the work that it had
undertaken to do was accomplished. That
vear saw the formation of a new company
styled the Brisbane Tlectric Tramways
Investment Company. (Laughter.) I3 was
formed in November, 1900. The Investment
Company took over the functions of the
Construction Company, and an agreement
was made between the two companies—the
two companies praciically being the one
Unfortunately, there are no balance-sheels
of the Brisbane Tramways Company of those
early deys available—for the vears 1895 and
1886, The first balance-sheet of the Invesi-
ment Company is for 1901, The old Bris-
bane Tramways Company, which acquired

the horse system, acguired it by taking
over the overdraft with the Queensland

WNeational Bank, which amounted to £82.000,
taking over a mortgage on property which
ted o £8,000, and paying to the

urdater  of the horse system £15,000.
That made a fotal of £105200. The capital
of the Brisbane Tramways Company, as
shown “in its 1897 balance-sheet, was as
follows: The share capital authorised was
80,000 shares at £5 each, making a total
of £850,000; but the subscribed capital,
which is an entirely different thing, was
307 shares at £5 each, making a total of

Mr. F. A, Cooper.}
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£1535. At that time there were issued
fully paid shares to the nominees of the

Construction  Company numbering 200
shares, making a total of £1,600; and to
subscribers to the articles of assoriation

seven fully paid-up shares—those were issued
merely to comply with the provisions of the
Companies Act. 'The iirst company had
taken the power to borrow £250,000 by the
sale of debentures. On 30th June it had
sold the whole of the debentures, bhus
£152,000 of that was issued to the Construe-
tion Company as per contract. I will show
what the contract was later on. The capisal
of the Construction Company, unfortunately.
connot be ascertained, but 15 is believed to
have been in conformity with the other
amounts shown in the balance-sheets—
£250,000. The capital of the Brisbane
Tramways Company, Limited, remained the
same up to 30th June, 1900—the date when
the Construction Company was wound up.
In th+ balance-sheet for 1899 there appcuars
the following very interesting footnote on
the Hability side—

“ Share capital balance, making a
total of £250,000, about to be allotted
in accordance with the agreemeut,
£248,465.”

On the assets side there is this item—

£ s d.
‘“ Advance by Construction
Company to be can-
celled - 17,339 5 1
Works, electric equip-
meng . . 231,065 14 11
Total ...£248,405 0 0.
These shares which were to have been

allotted were not issued, because the balance-
sheet for 30th June, 1900, still showed the

share capital authorised as £2850,000 =nd
the subscribed capital as £1,635. By this

time it was very manifest to the Brisbane
Tramways Company what a very excellent
proposition it had. The revenue had
increased. from £27,000 in 189 to approxi-
mately £100,000 in 1900; but the working
expenses over the same period had risen
from £32,000 in 1896 to only, approximately,
£50,000 1n 1900. So that, between 30th
June, 1900, and 3lst December, 13900, the
period when it became evident to the com-
pany that it had a very excellent proposition
—the share capital was increased to £750,000
without any capital of any kind whatever
being raised. At the same time, the balance-
sheet shows that the asscts were enormously
inflated. The Construction Company, as I
have previously stated, was wound up on
30th June. The Investment Company was
formed at the same time, and registered in
November with a capital—mark the amount
—of £750,000, made us as follows:—

£
75,000 cumulative preference
shares of £5 each .. . 375,000
75,000 ordinary shares of £5
each ... 375,000
making a total of £750,000. The Investment
Company—that was the new company—
acquired 149,893 shares, equal to £749,465
in the Brisbane Tramways Company without
any cash consideration passing, but partly in
the following way—by an agreement with
the Tramways Company, Limited—that is
the agreement to which I have previously
referred—the Investment Company under-
took-—
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1. To pay off the debentures of the
Brisbane Tramways Company, Limi-
ted, at £105 (2,500 shares at £105,
which absorbed £262,500).

2. To pay off all other debts and liabili-

ties of that company, limited to
£62.000.
3. To construet and equip extensions,

limitesd to £100,000.

4, To construct and equip further exten-
sions, limited to 8 miles of singie
track and 4 miles of double track.

5. To provide money for relaying light
rails with heavier rails.

6. To indemnify the company
any loss by fire, ete.

against

The consideration for the obligation imposed
was the allotment of 100,000 fully-paid shares
of £5 each, which meant £500,000. How
the Investment Company became possessed
of the balance of 49,893 shares in the Bris-
bane Tramways Company, Limited, is not
explained. As far as I can trace, there is
no explanation whatever of those 49,893
shares being given to the Investment Com-
pany. In order to carry out its undertaking,
the Investmnsnt Company, under its borrow-
ing powers, raised £400,000 by selling
debentures. It did not raise that money
locally. It had power to raisc it elsewhere,
and I beliove that it raised it on the other
side of the world, practically in England
and in Frauce. With this money it curried
out its obligation—or partly carried it out—
to the Tramways Company, Limited, betwean
Decembper. 1000, and December, 1901, in the
following rianner

£ s d
Redemption of  £250,000
worth of £100 deben-
tures at £108 ... 262500 0 @
Debts and lHabilities  as
follows—
Toan . ... 15000 0 @
Dividend due to
liguidator of Con-
struction Clompeny... 39,820 2 0
£317,329 0

leaving @ balance of the proceeds of the
debenture issuc of £82.670 18s. I think the
following ought to be noted in counection
with these figures— .

() That debentures avounting  to
£152.000 were issued by the Tram-
ways Company, Limited, to the
Construction Company;

(h) That the loan of £15000 swas the
amount of cash paid to the liquidator
of the horse tramway in 1895;

{¢) That a sum of £43,3562 19s. 2d. was
taken out of the net profits of the
Tramways Company, Limited—that
is. at 30th June, 1900—as a dividend.

What became of this money—less dividend
daty, of course—the accounts do not show,
and it may be that two dividends were paid
—one from the net profits and the other
from the proceeds of the debenture issue.
Thus, the promoters of the Construction
Company received back the greator. part,
if not the whole of their capital, and, in addi-
tion, received shares to the value of £750,000.
The Construciion Company and the Tram-
ways Company. Limited, were the one com-
pany: and the Investment Company and the
Tramways Company, Limited, were the one
company: and there can be no doubt that
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-
ihe Investment Company was reaily the Con-
struction Company re-formed. Therefore, in
addition to the £750.000 which they received
n3 shares for nothing, the promoters received
‘back thelr capital and other mouncys as
follows :—(a) they received in cash «deben-
tures £250.000 at & premium of £5, that is
at a price of £105, abzorbing another £12,500;
they reccived in dividends up o 30th June,
1800, taken from the profits of the Brisbane

Tramways CUnmpany. abour £39,829. They
received in dividends for the half-vrar from
July to December, 1900, from the profits

£23.590, and they received in dividends taken
from the proceeds of debenture salss £39,829:
and, in addition to that, they received iIn
‘interest on debenturss running in 1897, 1888,
1899, and in 1800 approximately «£27.310,
making a total sum rcceived of £394,5656, in
addition to the £750,000 worth of frec shares.

The hon. member for Oxley says that we
must have capital. These figures carefully
studied later on as they appear in “ Han-
sard” will' show that not only did the
Brisbane Tramway: Company got on very
well without any capital, but that it has
been absorbing much more than the capital
it has put in, and much more dividends than
are shown on the surface. T rose chiefly to
veply to the hon. member’s remarks as to
why we should give this concern to the local
authorities. He said that it was a just thing
to go to America for an illustration. He
said that it was a just thing to go to
America because we got loan money from
America, because w» get chewing-gum from
America—and, in all fairness, the hon. mem-
ber might have mentioned that we get
motor repair parts from America? And, so
far as he is concerned, we also get examples
from there. Ie used Seattle as one of the
cxamples. Let me for a while diverge from
the path, and go to the Empire to give a
reason why we should give the tramway
system over to the municipal authorities. I
am going to quote the city of Glasgow. I
want to show that the tramways of the city
of Glasgow have been well mansged, and
have been run at a profit. I want to make
this point clear—that, notwithstanding what
the municipal tramway has been to the
neople of Glasgow, it has been nothing com-
pared to what the DBrisbane Tramways
Company has done for the Brisbane Tram-
rays Company, Limited. *° Liberty Fairs ”
“ Golden Caskets” arc not in it with
the Brisbane Tramways Company. It is the
best-paying “spec” that can possibly be
found. It is rather a peculiar coinsidences
that the other day I picked up a ‘ Glasgow
Herald ” dated, T think, 22nd Jualy, which
gave an account of ths jubilee celebration
of the Glasgow tramway system, which was
inaugurated in 1872, The account stated
ihat from 1872 to 1892 that tramway sysiem
was In the hands of & private company, and
during those tweniy veesrs the company
had constructed 30 miles of tramlines. 1In

1892 the trams were transferred to  the
municipal management, and the mileage
was doubled in eight wears and it was
trebled in a further cight years. Aftr

the municipal people had had control for
twenty vears, 100 miles of double track were
1aid in the city of Glasgow and surroundings,
During the war construction was naturally

quist. There are now in existence practically
150 miles of double track in Glasgow. The
Glasgow system serves a population of

1,339.000, and the average journeys per head
per year were 422, costing the traveller some-

thing like 353. per head per year for tram
fares, The figures given us are not so out-
standing when you read the figures given In
the auditor’s reporr. In 1202 the Glasgow
lem  carried 60,005,000 passenge
ed 68.00.009 il'l Brisbane last yes

the <

GO 3 carried
d considering the great differ-

1

syITem

in population compared with Brisbane,

that ta not ro very great

My, Vowees: They do not have so many
raee meetings in Glasgow

Wy, T A, COOPER: I do not know, I
have not been there. In 1892 the Glasgow
tramway income was less than £250,000, and
in 1921 i was nearly .£2.500,000, showing that
they have bLeen a gigantic success. In less
than two decades thex have paid off a liability
of £4.000,000, and have at the same time
added to the common cood of the people of
Glasgow over £1.000,000. In a little over
{wenty years they have paid practically in
dividends to the people amounting to over
£1.000,000. There is great efficiency there.
The * Brief History ~ presented to this House
relating to the Brisbane tramways contains
some remarkable things. The transactions of
both companies from 1895 to 3lst December,
1919, show the working expenses to be
£3,000,000, general expenses £343,000, income
and land taxes £197,000, and the balance,
which is net profit, extending for twenty-four
wours, from 1895 to 1919, amounts to
£1.300,000. That profit was made by the
Brisbane Tramwsays Company on a tramway
population of something like 170,000 people,
The Glasgow tramways In twenty years made
a profit of £1.000.000 for the people of
Glasgow c¢n  a tramway population of
1,399,080.

Mr. Vowres : The Queensland Government
would have made a loss had they handled
the trams there.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Notwithstanding
that we have nearly lost the Country party,
T still notice that they are within call. The
£1.377,000 made by the Brisbane tramways
in twenty-four years, in addition to the
amount of capital that I have already
pointed out, was given to these people out of
the profits of the company. The hon. member
for Oxley made a wonderful calculation of
what he thought the amount of money would
be that would eventually go to the company
by way of compensation. He thought it
vould be a matter of £2,000,000 because the
Premier inadvertently let drop some remark
about £2.000.000. I find in the January issue
of the  Trustees” Quarterly Review,” pub-
Lished by the Queensland Trustees Limited,
395 Quecn strest. Brisbane, an article which
cortains a letter written by Mr. P. A. Blun-
dell, the managing director of the Queensland
Trustees, from whirh this is an extract—

“ The objerts and provisions of this
seheme form *he subject of a letter from
Mr. P. A. Blundell to the Mayor of
Brishane, and as this letter has been
printed and cirvculated by His Worship
among+t the representatives of the loral
authorities, we quote the following pas-
sages for the information of the public:—

From a statement showing the total
receipts and expenditure of the Bris-
bane Tramwav Company. Limited, for
six years—1915-1920—it is seen that the
average gross revenne during that
period amounts to £433,183 per annum :
whilst the average net revenue, after

Mr. F. A. Cooper.]
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providing for operating expenscs, acei-
dents, insurance, local authority rafes
and taxes, and provisions for mainten-
ance and renewals, amounts to £158,107
per annum.

The amount set down in this state-
3 €

ment under the heading of ¢ Mainten-
ance and Repairs’ does not represent
any actual bookkeeping entry. The

figures in question mevely represent the
provision the Tramway Company sug-
gested should be set aside for the
purpose when discussing & profit-sharing
scheme with the local authorities some
time ago, but, as a matter of fact, the
suggested appropriation of 14 per cent.
of the gross revenue is more than
sufficient for maintaining the fabric of
the undertaking in firsi-class working
order. And it is worthy of note that,
notwithstanding the unsettled state of
the company’s prospects and the high
cost of materials during the pasi few
years, the revewable parts of the under-
taking have been maintained in a high
state of efficiency. In view of these
facts, and bearing in mind also the
gross revenue is always on the upgrade,
it is reasonable to estimate the present
net earning power of the undertaking—
exclusive of land and income taxes, and
after allocating 14 per cent. of the gross
revenue for maintenance and renewals—
ap £160,000 per annum. This net
ingome—valuing money at 8 per cent.
per annum—represents a capital value
of £2.000.000. For the purposes of this
paper I propose to adopt that valua-
tion as a basis for calculations.”

It is very evident to me that the only way
ir. which the value of these trams can be
Lioosted up for the purpose of purchase is by
those who want to do it tsking the earn-
ings of the tramway system and capitalising
them at 8 per cent., and. if you do that, you
find a capital amount of £2.000.000. I have
already given the profits up to the vear 1815,
and row I will give the profits stretching
over the six years, 1915.1920, which are mosé
illuminating—

£

For the year 1815 the net profits

were ... 159,980
For the year 1916 the net profits

were - ... 166,992
For the year 1917 the net profits

were ... 144,385
For the years 1918 the net profits

were ... 163,176
For the years 1919 the net profits

were . ... 151,383
For the year 1920 the net profits

were . .. 162,718

making & total net revenue for the six years,
after land tax and income tax had been paid,
of £048,642. Vet the hon. member for Oxlev
wants us $0 pause and consider whether it
would not be a decent thing to havd over a
good goldmine like that 4o the local authori-
ties. The qguestion whether that should be
done is very easily settled by the figures that
have been quoted. Whether we should worry
about the details the hon. member for Oxley
mentioned Is ancther matter. One thing he
did say is that the extensions would probably
be political extensions. It is very evident
to me that the clause in the Bill which deals
with the matter of extensions has not been
thoroughly understood. One of the duties

[Mr. . A. Cooper.

of the Advisory Boardi-the main duty, ¥
should say—will be fo advise upon the mather
of extensions. The guestion is where the
tram routes should be—whether they shogld
be where the Tramaways Company wants the
route to go, or whether these routes should
go -where the authorities of the city want
them to go—and if we want fo treat the city
decently, we should have some control over
the direction the tramway extensions should
take. It should be for the Advisory Board
t» say whether the tramlines should be three-
quarters of a mile in length, taking the
population to a certain point, or whether
future lines of 5 miles should be built to
serve a suburb far out. By the judicious
extension of the tramway system, by the
Advisory Beoard seeing that the extensions
are made in the direction in which the city
ought to go, we have some possible hope of
building the city as it ought to be buili.
We should have some possibie control over
the town planning of the city, and I take it
the work of the Advisory Board will not be
to interfere with the management, because
it is strictly laid down that it cannot inter-
fere with the management—will not be to
meddle in small matters of tramway control
that really does not concern it—but its chief
duty will be to see that extensions go in the
direction in which they ought to go; that it
will do its best to help Brisbane build them
in the way they ought to be built; and, if
it does -that, it will do something it is sef
down to do, and something it ought to do,
and something of great benefit to the people
who will come hereafter. I would like to
mention, before I sit down, one or two other
figures that I took out. which I did nob
mention in connection with the tramway busi-
ness.  In the matter of fares I should have
mentioned in connection with the carriage of
passengers in Brisbane—I mentioned them so
far as Glasgow is concerned—that last ‘year
the Brisbane tramways carried 68,056,309
people on a tramway population of 170,000.
That meant 400 journeys per head of the
population, and the fares per head of the
population paid to the Brisbane Tramways
Company last year amounted to £3 5s. 1%
iz a fact that a large amount of money is
id in faves by people who visit the city;
making an allowance of one-third for
thas, it locks as if over £2 per head of the
nopulation of this city was paid to the
Brisbane Tramways Company in fares. That,
compared with the 30s. paid in Glasgow,
shows plenty of margin to work on o far as
fares are concerned. THven if the purchase
monev were £2.000,000. if we allow that to
he obbtained at 55 per cent. interest and allow
4 per cent. sinking fund—that is, 6 per cent.,
which, on £2,000.000, will be £320,000 a vear
—that will leave us out of the profits of
£162,000 last vear somethine like £42,000
actual net profit to come and go on. So far
as I can ses, the figures pan out altegether
in favour of the trams being taken over by
the Jocal authorities. To give the company
an extension of its franchise, to give it a
further riot in the good things that they have
had the last twenty years, is out of the ques-
tion. They have had their opportunity, and
they have made the most of it. They have
milked this city. The ratepayers of this
city have subscribed the money to make this
city what it is, and anything coming in the
way of profits from the tramway system, any-
thing that can be done to make this city a
better city by the construction of tramways,
ought to be done, and we can only do that

poid
bk,




Brisbane Tramway Trust Bill. [15 Seprevsrr.] Brsbone Tramway Trust Bil. 1637

by handing over the irams %o the local
authorities.
GoverNnMENT MewmsErS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): During this
-debate, from one section of the House we
have heard that at last the opportunity has
come to take from Mr. Badger the trams that
he has conducted so successfully. The oppor-
tunity has come now for the Jovernment to
carry out the wishes and the instructions
that have been given to them by another
section of the community, and they, judging
by the speeches we have heard to-night,
evidently imagine they are going to do a
very great injury to the Brisbane Tramways
Company. I do not know whether that is
s0 or not, but I am under the impression that
they are not going to do any injury to the
Brisbane Tramways Company. I propose to
continue the attitude that I took up when I
was associated with the Brisbane City Coun-
cil, and that was that the trams should be
municipalised. I have no intention of deviat-
ing in the slightest from that attitude; bus,
at the same time, I want to point out that
the position which has been taken up by the
Government is detrimental to the interests
of local authorities generally in the metro-
politan area. Some time ago the Home
Secretary invited the representatives from
the local authorities within the tramway
area to confer with him for the purpose of
discussing a Bill that bad for its object the
taking over of the trams and handing them to
the local authorities. I want to say here and
now that, irrespective of what hon. members
on the Government benches have said, the
local authority representatives have had no
instructions from their ratepayers to commit
them to anything. The opportunity was
i such a

never given to them to discuss
guestion.
Mr. Dasm: What about the platform of

the Nationalist party?

Mr. MAXWELL: That is all right. That
is not on the lines laid down in this Bill
I have here a Bill that was framed by the
various local authorities in 1913, and I take
it that the local authorities interested were
under the impression that the trams were
going to be handed over to the local autho-
rities on the lines laid down in that Bill, and,
in the first place, I want to point out that, in
the administration of the trams, the local
authorities recommended that a Commission
of two or three members be appointed by
+the Governor in Council.

I want to get back again to the conference
which was held between the local authorities
and the Home Secretary. I am sorry that
the hon. gentleman is still so unwell that he
is not physically fit to deal with this question.
1f the hon. gentleman and his colleagues
invited the local authorities interested to
confer with him upon this Bill, why do he

and his colleagues not pay atten-
[9.30 p.m.] tion %o the recommendations

which the local authorities have
made? If they do not pay any attention to
those representations, there was no need to
have called that conference. -When the local
authorities went to the conference they were
given to understand that the Government
were going to introduce the Bill under which
the trams were to be handed over to the local
suthorities, irrespective of whether the local
authorities desired to control the trams or
not. The other night when the Premier was
speaking 1 interjected in comnection with

certain powers which were vested in the elec-
tors of the local authorities, and said, “Is
it not ocustomary when certain works are
going to be carried out in the local authority
area to give the electors a chance of saying
‘Yea or ‘Nay to the proposal?” What
did the Fremier say? ’'This is where the
inconsistency of the Government comes in, as
enunciated by the head of the Government.
The Premier said the city council recently
came to the Government wanting a loan of
£1,000,000, and asked the (Government to
submit legislation to avoid the necessity of
submitting the matter to the people. He
said he turned it down, because the Brisbane
City Council had not complied with one of
the first principles of the Local Authorities
Act—that the people had the right to say
whether they would agree to such works
being done.

My, Rromnax: So he should.

Mr. MAXWELL : But what is the position
to-day ?

Mr. RIorpaN: Quite different.

Mr. MAXWELL: Of course, it is quite
different when hon. members opposite want
something else. When it suits them, they
are going to compel the local authorities 1o
abide by the Local Authorifties- Act, and
when it suits them, they are also going to
foist on the Ilocal authorities whatever they
choose. 1 should not be at all surprised if
the “Government foisted some of the State
enterprises on the local authorities, to be
conducted by them in a businesslike manner.
I remember on a previous occasion when we
were discussing the amendment of the Local
Authorities Act, T was twitted when spéaking

vy hon. members on the other side, who
said, ** The Brisbane City Council could not
run the ferry.” We find to-day that the
local authority which could not run a ferry
is being handed a tramway service to run
which is going to cost about £3,000,000. But
the people who are interested in the scheme
are not to be given an opportunity of saying,
“Yea” or “ Nay’ to the proposal. I wonder
how it is that the Government, when they
invited the local authorities to confer with
them in connection with this proposal, did
not take their advice. I notice from the

‘paper that there was a deputation to-day of

local representatives who desired o meet
the Premier for the purpose of discussing
this gquestion with him. I hope the hon.
gentleman will be in a position to meet them.

Mr. RiorpsN: There was only one dis-
sentient in connection with the scheme which
the Home Secretary placed before the local
authorities.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is very evident that

there are considerably more dissentients
to-day.

Mr. RiorpAN: Why?

Mr. MAXWELL: Because they have

found out that the scheme which was pub
before them was unjust. A resolution was
forwarded to the Home Secretary on the
matber,

Mr. Riorpan: Who sent {t7

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not want any
insinuations frons the hon. member. We had
a few of them io-day, and some hon. mem-
bers opposite are fairly good at burling them
across the Chamber. 1 am not going to stand
for that. A npumber of members in this
House have never seen the documents that an
hon. member on the other side read. They

Myr. Mazwell.]
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evidentiy know their marks when they get
them. 1 resent any insinuations being made.
We have been told during the drbate that a
number of us have been whipped into line
by a newspaper. We are not whipped into
line by the *‘ Standard,” at any rate.

Mr, Rrorpax: Why have the local authori-
ties altered their opinions now?

Mr. MAXWELL: They found out, when
they apalssed the Bill, that it was not what
they expected. This is a unanimous resolu-
tion which was forwarded to the Home
Secretary—

*“ The Conference resolved to request
the Miinister fo make provision—

That prior to the formation of the
trust a vote of the electors be taken,
under the samc provisions as govern
ordinary loan proposals of local authori-
tics, upon the advisableness of the trust
being established, or, as an alternative,
that the Brisbane Tramways Company
Limited be granted an extension of
tramway franchise, on conditions to be
agrced upon in regard to extensions
and other matters, on a scheme whereby
the profits accruing from the working
of the tramways may be shared by the
local authorities through whose areas
the tramways may run.”

Hon. members opposite want to know why
they changed their opinions. I submit that
it waz a perfectly legitimate thing to do,
after reading the Bill which the Home
Secretary placed before them. If it was not
right for them to change their opinions., how
is 1t they were asked to confer with the
Home Secretary? If the hon. gentleman
had made up his mind that he was going to
foist this Bill on the local suthorities and
compel them to accept it wheth s they
wanted it or not, why did he call them
together if he was not prepared to listen
to recommendations from those who were
interested? Why did the Government not
attempt to take over the tramsways them-
selves? T can quite understand the difficulty
in which the Government would have been
placed—ther would have been up against the
toughest proposition any Government could
be up against. In the first place, they would
have been approached by the biggest section
of the community, saying, “ We demand
extensions, we demand extra trams, reduc-
tion of fares, and we demand the unemploy-
ment problem to be dealt with by proceeding
immediatelv with a considerable number of
extensions.” In order to dodge the respon-
sibilitr, the Government said, “ What better
thing can we do than to put it on the heads
and shoulders of the local authorities.”

When the Loeal Authorities Aet Amend-
meng Bill was before the House, hon. mem-
bers opposite said that these men were not
fitted to carry out such important work. vet
these are the very men who ave to be asked
to undertake the management of the fram-
ways., It is mest unfair proposition to
impose this additional burden on men who
own property in these areas, who have their
properties mortgaged right up to the hilt in
many cases—and (God knows a good many
places in the metropolitan arca are taxed
sufficiently to-day without having a tax sach
as this placed upon them. According to the
Bill. the trust has the power inunediately to
issue a precept to make up for any deficiency
that may extst. Hon. members know how
the people complained when precepts were

[Mr., Maxwell.
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issued in connection with the Health Board.
The precepts are likely to be heavier when
the trust controlling the tramways is brought
into operation. When the trust takes over
the trams, we shall find that the owners of
city property, and those in the suburban
arcas as well, will be double tuxed. Yet
these people have no say as to whether they
want the trams thrust on to them or not. In
regard to the appointment of a trust to
manage the trams, T am going to stick to
the arrangement that was made in 1913,
when I was associated with local government.
We favoured a nomince board instead of an
elected board. We have had a bitter experl-
cnee of representstives being elected in Bris-
bane instead of having a nominec board I
refer to the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewernge Board. Took at the amount of
morey that has been spent in connection
swith that bodv. There have been several
inquiries into the cxpenditure by the Metro-
politan Water Supply and Sewerage Board.
I have always advocated the appointment
of three exporienced men to take over the
management of the trams. If we had a pro-
posal like that in this Bill better results
would be accomplished. From my long
awsociation with aldermen and shire coun-
cillors, T can say that they are an honourable
body of men. but they arc not the right men
to select to look after an undertaking of this
kind. The term mentioned in the Bill is
sufficient.  Men are appointed as aldermen
for three years. and thev are to be appointed
as mewmbers of this trust for three years.
The re=ult will be an clected body subject to
the whims and caprices of a number of
people.  They will be told by different
peonle: “ Unless vou do something for me,
and do it properly and well, then when vou
come un for re-election you will go out.”

Hon. W. Forcax Syrr: Whom do you
want to nominate the trust.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Government.

Hon. W. Foreax Syt : Mr. Kidston was
resnonsible for making the Water Supply
and Scwerage Board an elective body.

Mr. MAXWETLL: T intend to stick to the
arrangement made by the local authorities
in 1913, and have a nominee board. We
have had to pay dearly for our whistle in
connection with the “Metropolitan 'Water
Supply and Sewerage Board, and, having
had that experience, we should prevent a
renetition of it. T have a copy of the Bill
which was agreed to in 1913, and which was
submitted to the Goverament of the day.
1t provides for the constitution of a Commis-
sion consisting of three members a‘ppom(:,o&
by the Governor in Council. My recollection
of it is that every time this question was
discussed there was a unanimous opinion
that no alderman or mno shire councillor
should take a position upon that Commis-
sion. It was considered in the interests of
the local authorities that it would be far
better to have three separate men appointed
altegethor. )

Hon. W. Foreax SyutH: Don't you think
the local authoritics of Brisbane could
manage the trams as well as the local autho-
rities in other cities have done?

Mr. MAXWELL: When we were con-
sidering an amendment of the Local Autho-
rities Act, hon. members opposite pointed
out that memhbers of the Brisbane local
authorities could not manage the ferry. So
far as I am concerned, I know there are
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some excellent men on the loecal authorities,
but I do not want them to elect this trust.
There is an impression outside that the whole
of the clectors in the metropolitan area will
be given an cpportunity to elect the repre-
sontatives of the trust, but such is not the
case. because we know from the Bill that
they will be clected by the local authorities.
The sldermen who are appointed to the
trust may think it is a bed of roses for a
while. but by the time they are due for elec-
tion again they will find that there is nothing
in it, and they will be defeated. In fact, it
is quite possible to get a clean slate and clean
out the whole eight of them. We know that
men who may bo members of local au'rhou-
tics to-day may be out of them in threc years’
time. The hon. member for Fortitude Valley
(Mr. Wilson) and myself are no longer mem-
hers of local authorities, although we ocreu-
pied potitions a few vears ago.

Mr. WiLsox: My retirement was forced.

T MAXWELL: I #an sav here that
Brishane lost an excolleat »lderman when it
lost the services of Alderman Wilson., (Hear
hear 1) ’

Heon. W, Veorasx Sarry s
Courcil rune its own trams

Mr. MAXWELL: Because thew have cot
ereater powers than we have got here. We
have hwd experience of an elected board,
and If js a menace to the community. The
people have to nav desrly for it. If the
Government are desirous of hr‘pmﬂ{ the local
aunthorities. here is an opnortunity to do it
Even 2t this late hour, I suggest that the
whele pasition might 1 he reviewed. Tt is not
a marty guestion. Tt is a matter of vital
interest to the whole community. With a
view to reachize come finality and some
mutval understanding. a Committer might be
anncinted from hoth sides of the Flense and
mombers of Incal authorities to go into the
whale matter and sen if there is no possibility
of arrarzing an '1mi("ﬂw\ settlement.  We
have the whole of the Teeal authorities stating
that thes do not desire this undertaking to be
nleeed unen them,

Tor. W Foreax Sarw: The majority of
them vated in favour of the Bill,

The Glazzow

Mr. MAXWEILL: I bes vanr pardon:
thev ar» not in favour of the Bill.

Hon. W. Foreaxy Swrrwr: The conference,
be a majority, desided dn favour of the
schomao,

My, MIANWERELL : Tf what the hon. gentle-

man ¢ is true. it is a2 most peenliar thing
that the leeu! authorities unanimousiv for-
‘X’il"(lvd the resolution I have read fo the

Home Secvetary.

Hen, W. Foresx SaITH :
has spoken since then.

Mr. MAXWELL: That is what one would
expect of the hon. member. I might be
rqm”v jwtified in savinz to the hon. member

The ¢ Courier”’

that _he takes his inetructions from com-
munietie nowenaper. or from the ¢ Dailv
Stap:dard "—although T do not think it

would be friue—to put his knife into Mr.
Badaer. Brishane is under a very big obli-
ration to the Tramwayvs Commnany; nobody
has dovn more for the advancement of the
citv and suburbs than that company.

Mr. Ferricxs: The sharcholders have done
woll.
Mr. MAXWELL : Supposing they have, as

the leader of the Nationalist party said, for

a numher of yesrs they did not get anything.
T can remember the time \xhen we had ne
‘buser, and we had to be content with walk-
ing. Then the old horse "buses came along and
were locked upon as extraordinary things.
A little bit later we had the horse trams,.
but the company could not make a success
of them, and a body of gentlemen who were
interested in socuring 1nfexe~t on thelir money,
although at the same time they did some-
thing of benefit to the community, established
the electric trams. To-day we are reaping
the benefit of what they did, and it ill
becomes any member of this House to express
himself in terms such as have been used of

a man who has faithfully performed the
work aliotted to him. I refer to Mr. Badger.
My, Brexxan: He was paid well for it.
Mr. MAXNWELL: How often do men get.
wel iid and negleet their work? How
often do they «o that in this Assembly?

How oftsn do they not give full value?

Mr. Brexxax: Like members of the
Employers’ deration.
Mr. MAX‘\VELL: When hon. members

like the hen. raember for Toowoomba get so
low down that they arc devoid of reasonable
and sonsible argument. they get back to the
FKmployvers” I ederation,

My, Brexxax: You are
interests of a big combine.

Mr. MANWELL: I am not advocating
anvthing of the kind. Nothing I have said
can be construed into what the hon. member
has said. I have said that I trust the
neoplo and hon. members opposite have said
that they trust the people. but the difference

advocating the

hetveen us is that, though I would allow
the people to vote on the question, hon.
members opposit sav. \O, we are going’

to decide this thing for you.

Mr. Feratweks: That is what your leader
sald.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not care what my
jeader said. 'This is a non-party question.

I am not an automaton. I have been asso-
ciated with local government for a great
number of years, and I know what the local
authorities have asked for. They have asked
far what was in the Bill they submitted to
the Ctovernment. They asked for bread, and
the Government liave given them a stone.
They have been told, “ You are going to
have the trams. but veu are going to have
them under the conditions we like to lay
down.”  The Government are inconsistent.
In the Lasal Authovities Act it is laid down—
“ Before proceeding to borrow any
noney for the sonstruction of permanent
works and undertakings, the Jocal autho-
rity shall cause to be prepared—
i1} Plans and spesifications
wark or undertaking:
(ii.) An estimate of the cost thereof;
{iii.) A statement showing the pro-
posed exnenditure of the money to be
horrowed ; and
{tiv.) An cstimate of the net revenue
{if any) that may reasonably be ex-
pected to be vielded bv such work or
undertaking, and how it is proposed to:
defrav the moneys from time to time
accruing due upon the proposed loan.
Such statement shall be open to inspec-
tion for one month after the publicatiorn
of the notice of proposed loan herein-
after mentioned.”

of the

Mr. Maxwell.]
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1 was told the cther night by the Premier that
I was an arch-Censervative, because I desired
to pur in a word for the protection of the
people’s rights. T want to tell the hon. mem-
ber that he has not a monopoly of everything
that makes for the protection of the people’s
rights. There i# no more corservative mem.
ber in the House than he, and there is no
more autocratic Government in any part of
the British community than this Government.
Yet, when they want to belittle anybody, they
«call hini a Conservative. It pleases them,
and it does me no harm. Any organisation
with which I am associated is a model organ-
isation, and works towards building up this
«community of ours, and does not try to pull
it down. It works towards trying to bring
about an understanding between one man
and the other, so that there shall be no class-
-consciousness, B
. This Bill is going to be deirimental to the
interests of the local authoritics, and in all
aeriousness I would suggest to the Govern-
ment the formation of a committee. as I have
suggestad before, ¢ snsisting of representatives
o both sides of the House and of the local
authorities, with a view to sceing whether this
problem cannot be solved. In the meantime
there is nothing to prevent the Government
from doing what they said they were going
to do—holding the uidertaking in trust for
the local authorities. Is it fair that the local
authoriiies should be asked to take over an
undertaking when they do not know what it
1s golng to cost? Would any hon. member
of this House attempt in his own affairs to
do anything like that? Suppose a business
proposition was put before one of them by
an agent who said, “ You can leave this
with me. Tt will be all right. You need not
- about what it is going to cost.” They
would say that the individual wha suggested
such a thing was a fit subject for Goodna, |
say 1t is a proper thing for the local authori-
tles to ask the Government before passing
such a measure as this to refer it to the
people.  That should be done in accordance
with the provisions of the Local
[10 p.m.] Authorities Aet—not to the rate-
pavers only bur to the whole of
the people.  They should be given an oppot-
tunity of saving © Yea” or Nay." We
were told that the neople are wo disgusted
and so tired of this strap-hanging that has
been continued for so loug that they would
be alad to voia for this propo It was
in the hands of the Home Secrc ary to deal
with the company if it was not carrying out
its obligations and providing sufficient means
of lecomotion.  Certain figures have been
quoted. I say without any disrespect that
“figures can lie] and liars can figure.” We
know how figures often are distorted and
made to prove anything. I have been in
the Southern States, and have had just as
bad an experience of tram-riding as I have
had in Brisbane. There is no doubt that
our trams are cleaner than the tvams in the
South, with the exception of the Adelaide

CaTs,

I hope that the Premicr will give considera-
tion to the suggestion that I have made. I
a1 quite satisfied that. if a little consideration
is given to this subject and a meeting of the
people interested 1s brought about, good
will result. If that is done, the misunder-
standings that exist at the present time may
be removed. Tf the Government persist in
their policy of bludgeoning the local authori-
ties into taking over the trams under the
<onditions laid down in this Bill, they are

[Mr. Maxwell,

going to make
themselves,

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curei The hon.
member for South Brisbane this morning
inferred that we on this side were the repre-
sentatives of the Tramways Company and of
the capitalists. That is quite an erroncous
view. If we may appear to defend capital,
it is simply because we recognise tB+ impor-
tant part that it plays in our existence, and
that, if we do anything harmful, it will have
a bad effect indirectly. We aim to do the
just and the right thing for all sections of
the community, and do not represent any
ons class. I think that hon. members know
that. although it suits their purposs to express
the view that we represent only the capital-
istic class.

a great deal of trouble for

The hon. member also said that many people
considered that the Brisbane tram sorvice
was the best in Australia: but he pointed
out that in reality it was at the present
time very congested and overcrowded, and
the public suffered many inconveniences
owing to the poor servier, Thors is no
doubt that the service to-dar is in a very
bad way. Great inconveniendes are suffered
by the puidic. No extensions have been made
for miany wears, no new tramcars have been
built. and the whole service has deteriorated.
Up to 1816 1 believe that it was the best
service in Australia. You received courtesy
from the employers and an exesllent service
right through. Conditicns have changsd, and
now it is probably the worst service in
Australia. What is the reason for that great
change? Tt is simply heeause of the iter-
ference of the Government with the company’s
operations. The company has not known
where it stood; it has been hampered an_d
interfered with at every turn; in fact, it
has been persccuted, and threats have been
levelled =2t it. In such circumstances one
could not expect it lo risk further capital
when it did not know where it stood or what
was going to happen next. The Premier
the other night seomed to put all the blame
on  the Tr ys (ompany. I contend
that it iz the Government's fault entirely.
If. in the first place, they bad iltrcd_uf:ed a
nessure sich e this, instead of making the
threats ther did, eulminating in the passage

of the Brishane Tramway Purchase Act,
things might have bhesn different. _That
measurc created a very bad impr 1 in the

financial werld. as it savouved of the break-
ing of contracts. Certainly, it disgusted the
Tramways Company to such sn extent that
1 personaliv think that the company will be
viry glad to get rid of the tramways,

The Premicr said the company wanted
ridiculous concessions if they wero granted
an extension of the franchise. Naturally, as
the result of their past experience, they
wanted to be vafeguarded. I think they were
justified in asking for these safeguards. No
developments have taken place for years, and
they have not risked any further capital.
The hon. member for Marvborough quoted
a lot of figures from the balance-shee's of the
company, but I am not in a position to say
wvhether his deductions were correct or not.
He made some remarks about the dividends,
and stated that in one year the company
declared a dividend of 115 per cent., and he
then spoke of the rapacity of the company
and of capitalists generally. The hon. mem-
ber was quite wrong in his view concerning
the dividends paid, and his deductions were
quite erroneous, and it i3 quite likely that
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§1is deductions with regard to the balance-
sheet were also wrong., I would like to read
the dividends made by the company. On the
preference shares, 5 per cent. has been paid
since 1901, on the ordinary shares no divi-
dends were paid up to 1907, in which year
2 per cent. was paid; in 1908, 64 per cent.
was paid; in 1909, 7 per cent. was paid; in
1910, 84 per cent. was paid; and since that
time 8 per cent. has been paid. If you
-average the dividends paid since the incep-
tion of the company, they will not be found
to be excessive for the money invested. When
the trams were first started, the electric
system was in its infancy, and there was still
a lot to be learned about it. A certain
amount of risk was involved, and the com-
pany was entitled to fair and legitimate
profits on its capital. There must be an
incentive to cause people to invest and
develop an enterprize. The arguments used
by the hon. member for Maryborough were
«quite at fault. If this measure had been
brought in in 1916 or 1917, when negotiations
were commenced, the Government would
undoubtedly have made a much botter deal
than they can make to-day, for the reason
that the tramway system was in good order,
and was a good asset at that time. It would
have becn taken over in first-rate order.

r. GLEDSON : The hon. member must know
that we could not take them over till 1920.

Mr. FLETCHER: Arrangements could
flave been made to prevent the arrest of
development by the company. The company
would have looked after the trams and kept
them in better order, whereas now we are
taking over what is not a good concern. A
tremendous amount of money will have to be
zpent in extensions, repairs, and rolling-stock,
Probably we shall have to spend  from
£2.500,000 to £3,000.000 before the system is
in good order. We hear on all sides that
the trams have not been kept in the condition
that they were in the past. No new cars
have been built for some years. If we can
have certain amendinents carried, we shall
probably be able to have this work carried
out. In bringing in this measure there should
be some alternative.” What alternatives can
you present? There can be only two—one an
extension of the company’s franchise, and
the other purchase by the (Government. The
first is practically an impossible thine to-day.
The company has stated the terms upon
which it is prepared to accept an extension
of the franchizs. The company is extreme in
it. terms because it does not know what con-
ditions will be imposed upon it next. The
Premier pointed out the other night that, if
the franchise was extended for another
twenty years, the position would become very
much more difficult, and it was better to
take over the system now, as the same
difficnlties and considerably more expenditure
would be entailed in twenty years’ time.
—the purchase by the Govern-

ment—is unthihkab]e, notwithstanding  the
fact that the Government passed the Bris-
bane Tramway Purchase Act in 1920. The

Premier has stated that a mistake was made
in that Act. It was certainly an admission
of great weakness on the part of the Govern-
ment that they even considered for one
moment such a proposal. It would have
been  an  unsound proposition to have
incurred the liability of purchasing the
Brisbane trams and then make the people
of Queensland pay for it. The country

people have no interest in Brishane tramways,
and we have already enterprises and other
things that the people in the country have
to suffer for without adding these tramways.
Thare is a good deal of difference of opinion
concerning the matter of a referendum of
the electors, and I think hon. members
opposite have shown great inconsistency in
that regard. According to their platform,
they starnd for the referindum, et in this
instance they are not going to have a referen-
dum. They believe in democracy, in one-
adult-one-vote, and in trusting the people,
and all that sort of thing, but in this case
they are against it.

At 107 p.m.,
The SpEAXER resumied the chair.

Mr. FLETCHER: They believe in &
referendum when it suits their purpose, but
when it does not suit their purpose they
will not have anything to.do with it. It
shows that they are not sincere in these
matters. The hon. member for South Bris-
tane said it would be dangerous to have a
referendum, because the people might be

misled. There is a good deal in his argu-
ment, because the people very often are
misled. TPassibly he holds that view because

the people were so misled at the last election
that they returned this Government, The
people do not get a chance. They are told
all sorts of things, and they are not in a
position to know the true state of affairs. If
the people were really told the true state
cof affairs. and the exact position was put
before them, you could trust the people.

The hon. member for Aubigny expressed
the opinion that the tramways should be self-
supporting, and I agree with his view.
It ther~ 13 any loss on the tramways in
cine vear, then that loss should be made
un hy an increase in the fares or by some
other means., It is an unsound proposal
and a most dangerous one that any loss
should be made good by the ratepayers. The
ratepavers in Brisbane at present have tre-
mendous taxes to pay, and we do not know
what the rates will be in the future so far
as the Water and Sewerage Board is con-
cerned. Then the town hall is being buils,
and the local authoritv taxes will be very
heavv. and under this Bill we do not know
what will be necessary to cover any loss
made by the trust. We do not know what
sort of a trust we may have in a few years.
The personnel may change, and you may
have mren on the trust with extreme views,
and they may extend lines in directions that-
are not justifiable, and they may reduce the
fare« for the people, make heavy losses and
make the ratepavers pay for them. I am
quite sure that, if the Premier will give the
matter consideration, he will see the unsound-
ness of the proposal as it stands. Although
it is  provided in’ -the regulstions that
the trust shall have powor to increase
the fares, that in  itself iz insufbeient.
The Bill should definitely state that the
tramways must be self-supporting. In my
oninion. that is the great weakness of
this measure. If amendments are inserted
on those lines, I think the Bill will be
immensely improved. I hope the Premjer
will give consideration to that suggestion,
because it is of very great importance.
Another important point is in regard to the
control of traffic. With the advent of motor
services, which are only in their infanoy, I
think it is necessary that the trust should

Mr, Fletcher.]
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have control of all passenger traffic in the
city and suburbs; otherwise it will not know
where it stands, If a motor-car service is
inaugurated and it comes into competition
with the trams, a very heavy loss may resuls
in connection with the trams, and I think
it is necessary to safeguard the trust in that
direction. Another point is the elimination,
as far as possible, of Government control.
If you have a trust appointed by the local
authorities, it should have undivided control
of the undertaking. The hon. member for
South Brisbane said that he hoped it would
be arranged that the men who were dis-
misssed from the tramway service in 1912
shall be reinstated; but 1t would be very
unjust to handicap the trust with such a
condition as that. I mention that to show
the ridiculousness of giving anyone the
power to make such a suggestion to the
trust. The Government might force such
a condition upon the trust, if they had the
power, and it would be most undesirable.

Those are the ¢hief points which occur to
me at present; especially with regard to
the tramways being self-supporting, and the
eontrol of the traflic being safeguarded. It
will have a deteriorating effect on sales of
property and the advancement of the citv
if there is a danger of heavy financial
burdens being placed on the ratepayers. I
hope that the Premier will recognise the
necessity of accepting amendments in the
directions I have indicated. When the Bill
gets into Committee, I shall have something
more to say about it.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Committee

was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

The House adjourned at 10.19 p.m.





