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1532 Primary Products [ASSK',i:BLY.] Pools Bill. 

THURSDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. "\V. Bertram. Jl aru) 
took the chair at l1 a.m. 

PREviARY PRC'DVCTS POOLS BILL. 
COJ.DIITTEE. 

(Jlr. llirzcun, JJril:)bane, in tltt chair.) 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
Clause 3-" Pon•t_r to dtclare co1nrnodity 

u,d cxUnd Act to sa1ne "-

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTCRE 
(Hon. W. }1. Gillies, Eaclzmn): I beg to 
n1ove tho insertion, after thr• word •' Coun
cil" on line 46, of the words--

" Upon the recommendation of the 
Council of Agr-iculture." 

That is reeJ!y to provide that the Goveruor 
in Council ·will nm tako any steps to create 
a pool ex·:ept on the recommendation of the 
Council C'~f Agriculture. 11his a1nenchnent 
has bcen snggested by the Council of Agri
culture, and I think it is a \vise provision. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunninr:lwm): I iutended 
to move an u,mendment after tho word 
" tirne" in line 47} as I think the grO'i\ ;~rs 
should be allowed to have a sa:: before any 
pool is created. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member wil! 
be in order in n1oYing his amend1nrnt at the 
proper time. 

Mr. DEACO:'-J: It is po"ible to comi.Jin" 
the t\vo an1endn1ents. ~1y a .. 1nendn1ent pro
vides that the Governor in Council shall onh· 
create a pool- ' 

'' if rcque,tcd so to do by a petition 
signed by a rcpre,entatiYe number of 
gro\Yers of any particular conunodity." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCULTt::RE: There is 
provision ab~eady n1ade for petitions. 

Mr. DEACO::'\: That is in regard to a 
poll, but I desire that a petition may be 
sent in asking for the formation of a pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:. I think 
that is a.llp!y provided for, because the 
!Jetitioncrs would make representations 
through their repre~entatrvcs on the Council 
of Agriculture. 

:V1r. DEACOJ\i: They might not all be 
represented. \Ye ··hould deal with the matter 
here. I think that the growers should have 
"' voice in the matter, as they are the people 
most interested. The Council of Agricul
ture may not always be in accord lVith the 
growers. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Hear hear ! 
Mr. DEACON: \Yhy not allow the growers 

to have the first word? That could be done 
bv allowing a petition from the growers to 
the Council of Agriculture. I hope the 
.:\Iinister will consider the advisu,bility of 
accepting my suggested amendn1ent, as it 
covers the same ground as the hon. gentle
man's amendment, but would go further. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I would 
point out to the Minister that the Council of 
Agriculture, as it will be composed if the 
present schcn1e is a success, will represent no 
industries. 

The SECRETARY I'OR AGRICULTURE: It will 
represent all agricultural industries. 

[Hon. W. X Gillies. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO.N: Under the l'rimary 
Producers' Or<ranisotion Act, the Council of 
A griculturc, \Vb.en it meets after an election, 
will re]Jresent a c-m·tain number of peoplo
engu,ged in the agricultural_ industries, but 
il will not reprec.cnt any mdustry or any 
power behind it. If a vote of the n1!,'llbers 
of the Council of Agriculture was taken 
to-day, 75 per cent: of them would .be in 
favour of altering tho A.ct and revert1ng to 
the amot;dment which I proposed, after fir,t 
suhn1itting 1t to the lVIinistcr,_ in thf' P1:i•nary 
Producers' Orga.nis::ttion B1H--that IS; to. 
rnJ ke the Council of Agriculture rcprcscnta-
1 ivu of :indu':ltrics, instead of repre-::c!1ting ~t 
lot of p~:.oplo ,vho n1ay be on:?rlgC'd In agTl
culture but who know nothillg about the 
:industrv. These n:;en devote their ti1no nnd 
attenti~n to produc-tion, but. bevond the pro
duction of the raw material, they tttke very 
little iott?rP.;t in the industry. I a1n go!ng 
to a.'ok the ~rinish'-r, by v. uy of quo~.tion thi~. 
a.fternoon, to bring in an arn.end_nwnt of 
tho Prirnarv Producers' Organisation Act, 
\Yith \Yhich ·I believe the Minister himself 
and 75 per cent. of the members of the 
Council of Agricnlture will agree. I have
been talkino- to so1•1o of the members of the 
Council thi~ morning, and the.v admit that 
the Act, as it stands, is absolutely powerles?· 
I said to one member, "You must adr:r1t 
that the wider the franchise for the electwn 
of the members of the Council. the more risk 
von aro tu,kino- of g;etting inefficiency on the 
Counril." IIob re11J~ecl, "You take the same 
risk in electing a member of Parlia.ment." 
I said, "Ye<, but the result would be worse." 

The SECRETARY FOR ~\GRICC'LTURE: Are you 
speotking of yourcelf? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not reflc·cting 
on anyone. You take the san1C~ risk in 
everything. To a.Yoid that riok, <Lnd t_o 
make sure thu,t thu Council of Agncnlture JS 
representative of industries, tbc 1\Iinister
should amend the Primar;· Producers' 
Organif'ation Act and proyide that ~he 
Council of Agriculture shall be representatn·e 
of industries. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will confine himself to the 
amendment, which provides th:tt thE; Cover· 
nor in Council 1nay declare any agTlcultural 
Product to bo a cornn1odit>· for th.:: purposes 
0f the Act on the recommendation of the 
Council of Agriculture. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: If the Government 
are going to spend £20,000 or £50,000 in 
electing a Council of Agriculture whir·n 
when 'it is constituted is going to be inefli· 
cient it would be better to spend the money 
in other directions. I would like the Minister 
to recall the pamphlets wbi<:h he is sendi:;g 
out to the State schools. F1c 1s practtC&ttY 
asking the teachers to act as organisers for 
the Government. 

The CH AIRJ.IAN: Order 1 I hope the 
hon. member will deal with the amendment. 

;>.J:r. BEBBJKGTON: I am pointing out 
that thB Council of Agriculture has no chan~o 
of dealing· wiih this ma~t~r, and _that 1t wr!l 
be far better if the M JlJJster wJil a_grce ~o 
alter the constitution of the Counrrl. We 
have plenty of time to a.mend it before 
Parliament prorogues. \Vhcn we s~ 4~\ 'Ye 
have made a mistake we ?honld rectrfy 1t, 
and I hope the Minister will take steps to 
make the Council efficient so that rt can 
deal with this question, because und<:r t?e 
present circumstances it ca.nnot deal wrth rt. 
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I\Ir. VOWLES (Dulby): I think the 
.:Minister's amendment is desirable. but we 
might go a little further. There are several 
iCommodities which may be the subject matter 
of a pool, the producers of which oommodi
ties are not sufficiently represented on the 
.C\mncil of Agriculture. When you consider 
the vast areas throughout Queensland with 
only one representative on the Council, he 
must be a thoroughly competent man to 
know tlw details of every class of agriculture. 
The producers affected by a pool shoulcl 
have come say in the creation of the pool. 
I suggc·,t that the Minister should leave· the 
\Yords as thev ar·· and then include tbo words 
proposer\ by' the hon. member for Cunning
barn. The Goyernor in Council has the right 
to request. and the Council of Agriculture 
al'o has the right to request; but, if the 
·Council is indifferent, w.e do not want to 
preclude th0- growers fr{)m putting their 
request be foro the I\li nicter or the GoYcrnor 
in Counril. If that is done, no hann can 
remit. The J.<>'tition of growers come' in at 

-t1. lat0r ,,ta,ge. \Ye '\Yant to gi;rc the growers 
tht· right to initiate tho busincs·,, \Ve are 
g-oing to an1plify the clause now b~~ including 
thP Counf'il of Agriculture, so \Yh:· not go 
fnrtlwr und :-ay that a rf'prcs("ltatiYL' nun1Lee 
( f gTO\Yer::; in a locality ma."· n}o;;o make a 
rcqn0~t '? I think there can he no harrn in 
"ccepting the amendment iudicatecl b,· the 
hon. n1cn1bPr for Cnnnin~ha1n. I understand 
that the Minister is President of the Council 
of Avricultur<'. and he may be in touch with 
their dr-sin•s. but I think he will appreciate 
the po•·sibilit~· that you cannot always expect 
to ha vc on the Council a 1'0pros{'Dtativc of 
(1.11 industr.\· \Yho is thorough}!- in touch with 
all tlw 111011 cngagPd in it. and for that 
n~a;;:on I thin\: the gro\Yers or thP peopll' ,,-ho 
.1 re to suffer or gain, as the ('aS(' rr1a!7 he, 
should havr- their requests con:3itl, red. 

Mr. CCH~SER (JJurnctt): Whilst I support 
tlw amcndnwnt. I think that tlu' further 
anlcnrhncnt suggested by the hon. 1ncmh )r 
for Cunningham is desirable. After all. the 
Bill is sup)1oscd to be framed to meet the 
wishes of the grower'. The leader of the 
'Opposition has pointod out that there may 
not b;-~ a TC}H'L"'entativc -of a particular branch 
of indusl-r~~ on the• Council: bnt, cvcu if 
then' i' one. it doe, not follow that he will 
Ulrry ~uffici:'ut \'n~lght to be able to carry a 
request for a pool for the COll11110dit~' con
·c,•rn<"Cl. I-Ie ha~ to get the con:;.:cnt of the 
whole of the Council. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICliLTURE: ::\ot of 
the whole-of a majority. 

Mr. COW:lER: Well, of tho majority. }lay 
I rf'rnind the l\linister that vcar nft _'l' vear 
\VC heard here of the great in·inciple o( the 
popular initiati,·c and referendum. \Vc haY•! 
an opportunity of introducing that principle 
into this Bill. \Yhv should the growers not 
hav ~ the 1·ight to ~initiatc. as the l\iin7stcr 
claimed on the second reading the.v would be 
able to do? I cannot soe whore the Minister 
can find any objection to the amendment of 
the hon. member for Cunningham, if the 
Bill IS fram d to do a fair thinp; hy the 
gro,vcr and enab1c him to have ~orr1c s1y in 
the rnarkcting .of his produce, and I feel 
sure that the Council of Agriculture wonld 
not object to such a broad-minded and dcmo
·cratic principle. 

IIon. \Y. FonGA~ S'IITH: There is nothing 
in the Bill to prevrnt the gro\vpr.:; fron1 pre
scntino· a petition either to the Council of 
Agricc~lture or to the Minister. 

Mr. CORSER: There is nothing in the 
Biil to provide that they can, and that is 
what we want. This is the time when y, e 
should put in the Bill what we claim is a 
fair thing; we should not leave ourselves in 
the position. where we shall have to try to 
read somcthmg mto It afterwards. Here is 
the opportunitv to accept a rider to the 
1-linistcr's PdiH'~ndrnent to provide that the 
1\finistcr rnay,. upon an application by the 
growers, constitute a pool. Personnllv 1 
think there is altogetlwr too much of" the 
:Minister in the Bi !I. I would cut him out 
entirely, and lea ye it to tho people concern-d. 

Hon. vY. FOHGAX S:mnr: You ,;urclv would 
not cut the Government out ? ~ 

l\Ir. CORSER: I think the :Minister must 
realise that in trne co-operation we \vould 
not ha vc the Minist •r there at ail. 

The CHAIRMAl'<: Order ! I think the 
hon. member will see that his remarks have 
no connection with the clause. 

1\Ir. CORSER : The measure s.hould be 
loft a.bso!ute!y in the hand" of the growers. 
\V•) should gi vc them all the power necessary 
to carry out the marketing of their products 
unhampered by any Government or Order 
in Council. 

Mr. J. H. C'. HOBERTS (PitlsU'orth): 
I hope that the Minister wiil accept the 
amendment of the hon. member for 
Cunning ham. 

T.he CH_HRMA='f: Order ; I do not w1 h 
to restrict hon. members. but I think thcv 
n·ill realise that, if I allow a general di~
cu::::"Sion on an1cndn1cnts that are to cornc 
lotor, tlw a.mendmcnt which is before the 
Committee will be loet sight of. I suggest 
to the hon. member for Pittsworth that he 
disl w\~ the an1endment which is now beforo 
the Committee. \Yhen the hon. member for 
Cnnninghan1 exercises his right later on to 
n1ove a further amendment, if he so dcsire3. 
the hon. member for Pittsworth can expres·• 
his views on that amendm0nt. 

1\fr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: This amend
ment is not going to give to tbc grmvers <he 
freedom that they shonld have under this 
lcgidation. 

The SECL<:TARY FOB AGRTCl'LTl'RE: \Vhat 
freedom will it take away? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: There arc men 
who are n~a,king their liYing out of 
lucerne groYnng. Is there one representa
tive of the lucerne-growers on the Council 
o [ Agriculture' Is there one man rcprc>ent
ing the interest, of the potato-growers or 
any of those smaller indusirics out of which 
man:v men to-day are making \' good living' 
I think thP Minister has overlooked the faut 
that the Council of Agriculture is looking 
after the larger industries-the interests of 
tlw co-operative manufacturers of butt•·l', 
cheese, bacon-it is looking a:fter fruit
growing as a whole. I feel sure tbt? 
1\Iinister will arknowledge that there is not 
on that Council nnc man r:•pre~enbng 
Jucerno-gTo\.ving. Consequently, it seems to 
be a ridiculous thing that luocrno-growers 
should haYe to ask a bod:v upon "·hirh thPv 
have no repre:;;entation for permission to 
form a pool. That body mav say. "These 
men .do not want a pooL" The same thing 
applies to the potato-grm-.-er and the egg 
man. There is no one on the Council reprr.
sentin(i the men who are making a living 
out of poultry. If those men want to have 

111r. J. H. C. Robcrts.] 
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a'l egg pool, they would have to go first of 
:tll to the Cmmc1l of Agnculturc, If tho 
Council says, " \\' e do not consider that the'e 
people should have a pool for eggs," what 
1:-s going to be the position of the J\linistcr ~ 
We are keen to see the Diil go through, but 
this is going to hamper tho operations of 
tlw BilL I trust that the Minister will 
withdra''' this amendment, and later on 
accept the amendment of the hon. member 
for Cunninghl1m, which vvill have the san•o 
C'1l'cct as his, and, in n1y opinion, -will l.Jo 
far more strengthening to the BilL It give, 
the Minister abeolute authorit:· to a.ct if " 
certain number of people who arc din:ctly 
interested in an indu~ try ask for a pool 
Sz) far as I an1 a'varc, it -v as at the rcquut~i: 
of the Council of .'tgri< .dtnro that a poll 
v;as taken in C.( nncction with the forn1ation 
of a. b;tnana pooL A disastrous result has 
followed. Son1e of those conditions might 
cxi·st in connection -;vith other pools that 
might be asked for. l hope the MinisteT 
will ·withdraw his- amenchncnt, and allow the 
gro\\'ors to havt the right t~ petition for a 
pool. The n1011 who ar.P Intc-redu] in a 
particular industry should haYC the right 
to 1wtition for a pool. 

;,rr, S\YAYKE (Jiirani): I am not oppo;· 
ing the nn1cnclment Ino\-cJ. by the ~Iinister, 
but I believe it should indndo a portion of 
the a.mendmcnt suggested by the hon. 
n1e1nbcr for CunninghP -n. Let n1e take the 
sngar industry, \vhich is 110\Y ·working und.cy 
an agrcem0nt 111ade >.orith the Coinmon~vealth 
Govcrnn1tnt. l ~ nfortunatcly, vvc ;tre not <1 t 
all sure that that agn~e1nent will be con
tinued, and, if it is not, it might be desi~·
ablc to bring that indmtr:v within the scope 
of the Bill. That indnstr·.· is one of the 
n1of:.t. i1nportant a!!ricultura·l indu2tric3 that 
we haw, yet I do not think it will haYc 
n1ore than tln·eo rcpre::'entati ves out of t.ho 
t\vcntv who ron~titntr· the Counf'i1 of 
A~;"ric;tlture, and. tlwrcforc, the,'· vYill oe 
in a ,.,, ry s•nall rninoritv. I think thP 
arncndiuent sngg0stoJ b~· th(~ l10n. nlC!Hh~r 
for CunHinghanl should hP incorporated 111 
the amendment moved by tlw ::\1 inistet·. in 
order that an industrv i'nnclertuatcly r(prc-
3entl'd or perhaps l{nrf'pre~ented on the 
( 

1-"':uncil (lf Agriculture In ay ]Yrition fur the 
formation of a pooL I eh not :·"C ho•· th·' 
::Vlini,tc1· can have any objecttnn to that 

.Mr. T. R. ROilERTS (E11st Toowoombrt): 
I understood the Minister to sa v that he wa9 
tnoving this fln1cndn1ent at the ~suggestion of 
th0 Cmncil of Agriculture. Did I under· 
stand him to sav that no pool will be formr•d 
nnless on the reconlnH~ndation of the 
Council? 

The RccRF.'I'ARY FOR ),GRICl'LTCRC: That is 
the obj~ct of my amendment. 

?.Ir. T. R ROBERTS: 'Cnless the Mir,. 
istrr is prepared to go further than t.hat, I 
must oppose the amendment. I know that 
there arc seYcral jndnstrics \;hirh have no 
Yoice on the C·~)uncl1. and their interests. 
\Vould not be suffiC"'icntly Ba fC'guardc•d by the 
indndrics <;hlrh aro rcpre::ontcd on tho 
CounciL I quite und0rotand that tho Coun
cil should haYe t.h0' right to 1nako recorn
mcnda tions to the Minister, but I a !so think 
that the p0r,0n~ cngaQ;ed in a particnhu 
industry should have the right to app1·oatci1 
the Minister. A Yote will have to be tak·.,n 
when u petition is presont('d. I heard :_h·, 
Honorarv :!\Iinlst0r say that those cngag·~,d 
in the induatry could initiate a petition. 

[Mr. J. II. C. Robcrts. 

'I'hcy ca.nnot initiate a petition unless the 
l\IiEister propose-; to establish a pooL Th,-y 
can thon initiate " petition to prevent trH 
pool operating. 'l'hat is my interpretation. 
If I am wror1g, then I would like to h~ ,. 
the Minister correct me. 

:\Ir. MORGA::'-J (Jiurilla)' I would sug
gest to the :\iinister that wo can:: his amend
ment and then accept the amendment 
wgg·cstod by the hon. nH:mber for Cunning
ham. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: It sccnls 
to 1110 to be inconsistent. 

Idr. MORGAN: It does not interfere with 
tho 11iuister's an1endment at all. If the 
ar,wndmnnt sugg< .tcd by the hon. memb0r 
for Cunningham is adopted, it will enable; 
persons engaged in an inJ.ustry who _are not 
rc·presentcU: on the Council of Agncultnre 
t , - rwtition for a pooL I think the m on' 
libc,·u l the Bill is made the better it will 
be. I think the Minister's idea is to give 
the growers every opportunity of formL'lg 
pools if thcv so desire. The r'.ght to m·ake 
a request f~r a pool Fl,ould not be confim•d 
tn the Council of Agricnlturc, but should 
bt' cxt('JH1"d to those ('ll[~aged 111 the 
industry concerne-d. 

Mr. KERR (Hno{f!l' ra): Owing to tho 
number of authorities that have been created 
in connf'('tiou with the prin1ar~· producers, 
it is difficult to ascertain really who th0 
authorit,, is and to whom it must report. 

· At the pre~ent time a number 
[11.30 a.rn.l of people in m,v electorate ar0 

crrrryinrr on ihc poulh·y industry. 
whieh is an jndust~y 'vhich requli·e" a good~ 
dPal of at.tPntion at the pre:>Pnt t.in,·e, and I 
"\, a11t to n1akc quite certain that the m0n in 
this industrv "'--'\ ho suffer n1ore severe slumps 
in certajn sP~~ons than those engaged in any 
other industry, are going to haYe son1e pro
tection. At the present time, if a ballot. is 
taken it is not conducted b. the Council of 
Agriculture, hut by the · Departm\nt of 
Agriculture, and if tho"C' cngttg"ed In thP 
ponltr:,, industry in rny electorate desire. tn 
haYe a ballot on the question of the ('!'Cation 
of a pooL I do not want the power of Yeto 
to be with the Council of Agriculture. If a 
mn iorit.v of them require a pool to ,afcguard 
their ititercstc and a, ballot is !ah'n. then I 
want the Minister to proc<'ed with the forma
tion of a pooL I am against the Council of 
Agriculture having the power of veto, because 
I rrm satisfied that the members on tho 
Council of ... t\_gricultur·e do not rC'prcc,ent any
ono, and they should not be glv'-:n the po\vE'r 
to ,·cto tho fonna tion of a pool, n1ore cspoci
allv if the people who arc prodnring hnndr0ds 
o( thousands of eggs of a valctc of £500.000 
per annllm desire to have a pDol. Thr-v 
ha\'P not sufficient repr0~0ntation on th0 
Council of Agricnltur0. I have taken part 
in organising tho.;;:e PDgagcd in the industry 
to form a Lo< al Produu,rs' A" '-ociation in 
this industry-perhaps the Grst in th,, State
and I want those people to haYe duect 
rcprescnta tion on the CounciL I am not 
a~alnst the arn~ndmcnt moYC'd b~,' tb0 Recrc
tary for .. A.gricnlture, but I an~ nl~o jn favour 
c,f the amendment sng~·pstecl by the hon. 
n,·embcr for Cunningha:m. 

Amendment (Jir. Oillics) ugrccd to. 

J\Ir. DEACO:\ (Cunnh•yhc111): be'l' to 
move the ins0rtion, aftpr thC' \YO·L·d " timP'' 
en line 47, of the words-

" or if requested so to do b,- a petition 
signC'd by a reprosentati,·e ·number of 
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grov;ct" o£ any particular <'OII?-tnoclit -~ 
or b-\T an organi~ation r::_•prc-entlng the 
gro\v~rs of tl1at commodity." 

::'\ot, cYCr' groY:er or cvci~y section of growers 
wiil he ,:er;rescnted on the Council of Agri
culture, and this amendment leave-, it open 
for tho·;:._:: not represcuted on the Council to 
h::~ v,·' a voiro -in initiating a pool, and it ntay 
sasc son1c unnecc::;:sary ballots. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \Y. ="'·. Gillies. Facham): It is very 
difllcult to understand why there should be 
tliis su picion tha.t the l,ovcrnment whrch 
loaYe Lrought in this Bill "·ill not honestly 
urry it out, or \Yhy the Government sho~1ld 
be suspected of an atte1t1pt to do anythtng 
thn~ a larf(e sed'on of the primary producers 
do desire. I .. ,:ould like to call the atten-
tion tlw Committee to the fact that ballots 
are not taken v.:ithont sorne considerable 
cost bPing· incurred. 

J\Ir. YowLES : This is not a Lallot, it is 
a requc't. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That n.·qucst will qe followed by a ballot. 

}\lr .. T, H. C. Hmmms: It will ha Ye the 
same effect as your O\YU a1nendn1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL;RE: 
\Ye do not~\ ant any small section of dissatis
fi,_;d growers to demand that a pool be 
initiated after the three-fourths haYc yoted 
for a pool. 

l\lr. ·vowLES: The .clause says :,~ou "rnay" 
--not that you " shall.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If anv sn1all "cction of gro,Yers object, a 
b1llot 'has to he taken. 

l\Ir. '7o\VLER: It says they "may recom
n1end." 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRICULTURE: 
It appcar8 to 1110 that hen. n1ernbers opposite 
cannot trust the ~\Iini ~tcr because he is a 
Labour J\linistor. The yen fact that I have 
brought in the Bill shows that I desire to 
trmt the farn.ers. \Yith regard to this silly 
argument that tho Comrcil of _\griculture 
Jocs not rcpreocnt the primary producen--~ 

;'11r. VowLES: The members realise that 
them, elves. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\Yhen the P1·imary Producers' Organisation 
Bill y;as g:oing · throug·h Committee, the 
leader of the Opposition moved an amend
ment, which I accepted, that the election of 
memhNs to the Council of Agriculture shall 
take plnco within nine months of the passage 
of the Bill. That monns that every flroducer 
iu Qucnnsbnd v:ill ha\'e a ;-ote in electing 
the n.ajority of me m hers of the Council of 
.\griculture; rhorcfor<', tJ,,_. '"hole of the 
prirnary producPrs in Queensland will be 
directly or indirect]:' represented on the 
Council of Agriculture. nnd the Council 
is in a position to spe:.k on behalf of the 
\Yholo <J~ tlw llrirnary producer~. Surely 
it is a fair thing to al1o1T: it to make a 
rccomn1.cndation to the GoYernor jn Council 
before we proceed to constitute a pool? 

Mr. MORGAX : \Ye do not object to that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yon wMlt to giYo fifty people pmYer to 
cJp]ay it. 

~Ir. ·vowLES: By rcf!uest on petition. 

The> SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'CRE: 
They have that right now. Ten people can 
approach the Council of Agriculture, so far 

as that is ('onccrnod. If a pei ition is rece!Yed 
by the Couneil of .AgriculturP, It rnust 
tako ,_,teps to ask the GoYcnwr in Council t<J 
ere ate a pool. 

l'.Ir. KERR: They ha Ye 110 power to object 
to a pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGEICULTURE: 
ln the· Dill the'· have pm1·, r to object. They 
<·"rtamly have tho right to petition the 
Couucil of Agriculture. 

:\lr. J. H. C. RonERTS: Do you not think 
that tho people directlv interested in an 
indnstr:c are the people .,:ho should make the 
request'! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL;LT'GRE: 
Of course I do. The>· have the right to 
approach me, or to ap[1ronch the Council 
of Agriculture. 

. :\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: ~o; they ha ye the 
r;ght to go to the Council of Agriculture 
only. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: 
They can como to me. · 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalhy): The Minister 
seem-, to he in a bad humour this morning, 
Judging from the way he is receiving our 
suggestions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: l\'ot a hit. 

Mr. VOWLES : Surely he understands his 
own Bill! He sa vs we are slightino- the 
Council of Agrioult{.re; hut did he not "slight 
the Council himself by not including this in 
his miginal draft Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTl'RE: That 
recommendation comes from the Council of 
Agriculture. 

:Ur. VOvVLES: This recommendation 
comr" frorn U'<, and we represent tho grower.:;. 
'l'he Committee has agreed to the Council of 
Agriculture having the right to request the 
Governor in Council to do certain things ; hut 
it may happen that the Council of Agricul
tuw does not sufficiently represent certain 
industries which may he the subject-matter 
of pools. The persons interested in those 
industries should have a similar right to 
request the Governor in Council. The 
M mister says that they ha vc a right to make 
a request, but that they can mrly exercise 
it through the Council of Agriculture. I 
bolioYo that the Council of Agriculture 
realises that it is not truly representative of 
all the industries it is supposed to represent, 
from the fact that the men who sit ·on that 
Council do not participate actively in the 
industrie9 concerned. The hon. mcn1bcr fo1~ 
Pittsworth r0ferred to the growiug of pota
toes. If it is necessary to have a potato pool 
formed, is then, one man on the Council of 
Agriculture who cccn he said to be an autho
l·ity and who understand,, all the internal 
workings of that industry 'I Surely the 
growers of potatoes or any other commodity 
should have the right, if, in the opinion of 
the J\1inistcr, a sufficient number desire it, 
to he ropre~ented on the Council, and to be 
able to say to the Minister, "\Vill you he 
good enough to issue an Order in Council 
to that effect? " 

At 11.43 a.m., 
Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory), one of thr' panel of 

Ternporary Chairmen, relieved tho Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. VO\VLES: 'Ve 'vant to have the 
statutory right to go to the Minister and ask 
him to initiate proceedings. vV e want to take 
th0 onus off the shoulders of the Minister 

JJir. Votules.] 
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and of the department. We want the Coun· 
cil of Agriculture to be able to do it if they 
want to do it; but the people who are chiefly 
interested should, if they think it is desir
able, have the right to ask the Minister to 
consent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTURE: Yes; but 
you are tying the hands of the Council of 
Agrict1lture. 

Mr. VO\VLES: No; all we ask is that the 
producers should have the privilege of 
rcque"ting the Governor in Council to con
sider the matter. That is, surely, the right 
of ordinary individuals; and a community 
of individuals should have a greater right 
to go to the Minister and ask for considera
tion, more particularly when their products 
are going to be commandeered. No expemil 
will result from the adoption of the amend
ment. The expense will occur in connection 
with the ballot, and the ballot only takes 
place after the Governor in t~ouncil has 
taken the matter into consideration and 
decided that it is necessary to form a peal. 
All we ask is that, without expense to any
body, the people interested should have the 
privilege o£ going direct to the Minister 
instead of to the Council of Agriculture. 
The Minister thinks we were slighting the 
Council of Agriculture by this amendment, 
but I will impress upon him the fact that 
the question of submitting the matter to the 
Council of Agriculture was not included in 
the original draft Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
clause says, "'l'he Governor in Council may.'' 

Mr. VO\VLES: On recommendation by 
the Council of Agriculture to the Governor 
in Council or on the petition of a sufficient 
number of pereons in a locality representing 
an industry, we de;ire to have the right to 
~ay to the Minister, " "Will you consider 
the question of forming a pool? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt;LT1'RE : The word 
" or" do0s not occur at all. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It dot'''· There is an 
alternative. The initiative is to come from 
the one body or the other. The thing is 
pl.,;n English. I think the position has been 
misunderstood, and I trust that the Mini,,ter 
will accept the amendment. 

Mr. SIZER (Y1mdah) : I do not know 
whether the Minister is prepared to reply 
to the k,1der of the Opposition with respect 
to the amendment, which I hope he will 
accept. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I did not 
understand that the word " or" had be0n 
inserted, and that makes all the difference. 
Although I do not think the amendment is 
necessary, it has nothing very obj actionable 
in it, and I am therefore prepared to 
accept it. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear l 

Amendment (Mr. Deacon) agreed to. 

:Yir. YOWLES (Dalby): Subclause (3) pro
vides that notice of the intention to make an 
Order in Council shall be published in the 
" Gazette" twenty-one days before the mak
ing of the Order. I pointed out to the 
Minister yesterday that the publicity which 
would be obtained by publication in the 
" Gar.ettc" would not be sufficient to meet 
the case, and that it would also be necessary 
to insert the notice in a local publication. 
I consider that twenty-one days' notice is 

[111r. Vowles. 

not sufficient time, and I would like the 
Minister to consider an amendment of which 
I have given him a copy, in this ;.egard. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 5Ug· 
gest sixty days ; I think thirty days will be 
sufficient. 

Mr. VOWLES: I will accept that corn
promise. 'With regard to advertising in a 
local paper, I admit that it is prettv hard 
to frame an amendment to meet the case, 
because some pools will be qf general and 
others of local concern. In the latter case 
I think that notice should be publishe-d 
locally, because, in connection with pools 
which arc of general application publication 
in i"he " Gazette " is insufficient, although 
publication in the " Gazette " might be 
sufficient notifiea tion in the oaso of Brisbane. 

At 11.50 a.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Yrr. VOWLES : On the Darling Downs the 
notice should be inserted in the local ncw.o
papers, and similarly in the North. 

Mr. STOPFORD: ·would not the local paper 
have sufficient interest in local matt0rs to 
copy the a·dvertisement fron1 the "Gan ttc ?" 

Mr. VOvYLES: :::-<ot necessarily. Take the> 
electorate in ="orth Queensland which is 
represented by the Secretary for Agriculture. 
.An applic:ttion may be made for an Order in 
Conncil in connection with the ~reation of a 
maize pool. If the Minister or the editor of 
the local paper does not go to the trouble 
of notifying all pcr·;ons conccrnccl, the 
gro\Yers \Yho live in the scrub will HOt kno\v 
anything about it until the twenty-one day~ 
are ovc:i'. 

::\Ir. STOPFORD : Thev won't know rrnv more 
from the &dverti ·.cmerrt in the local [wpcr. 

::\1r. YOWLES: An advertisement has to 
be inseri0d in nr~wspaper3 rirculating in the 
dl.strict in connedio!l with probates ancllcttPrs 
of nrhninistration

1 
and it should bo do11o in 

this <.:af'e. 
Mr. BREXK.\l'i : It means more expense. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is better to go to the 
expense of £1 for an advertisement to let 
the people sec what is taking place. The 
persons c-once-rned shoulrl be notified that 
there is a ballot to take place, so that they 
will be given an opportunity of recording 
thei1· voles. If vou insf>rt the advertisement 
in the local paj)cr, that will gi,·c the:'l an 
opportunity of doing so. I mov~ the 
inscrtio11, after the \Yord "Gazette,'' Dn IinP 
19, of the wordc-

" and in at least two newspapers circu
lating in the district or locality to which 
the Order in Council rs intended to 
app1y." 

::\fr. STOPFORD: That is, if such papers 
exist? 

Mr. VO\VLES: There will always be at 
least two paJlOrs cil'cu1ating in the district. 
I rPmember on one occasion that I ha-d to 
insert a notice alJOut the death Df a n1an in 
the Northern rrcrritory, and I inserted it in 
the S;·ducv " Bulletin .. " because that was a 
paper. that circulated in the locality. There 
is no district in Qucenoland in which some 
newspaper does not circulate, even if it is 
only the "Daily Standard." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT;RE: 
I think this is quite a reasonable proposal. 
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I admit that a great many people do 
not see the " Gazette." The amendment IS 

-quite in keeping with present practice, 
because the Public Curatol' advertises matters 
d this kind in the newspapers. Electoral 
u1atters are also advertised, and a nutnber 
-of other matters. It is better to in<>ert a 
notice in the local papers; there are always 
two newspapers circulating in a district. I 
will accept the amendment. 

Amendment (2>£ r. Vou·zc,) agreed to. 

i\lr. VOWLES: I beg to move the omis
"ion of the \vords " twenty-ono" frotn line 20, 
-with a yie\v to inserting the \Yard "thirty.'' 
That provides that the intention to make 
such Order in Council shall be published 
thirty days before the making of the ordu. 

Amendment agreed to. 

l\1r. YOWLES : As a cousequential amend
ment. I move the omission, on lino 21, of the 
'Words " hventy-one," with a view to insert
ing tho \Vord '"thirty." 

.A.rnendn1ent agreod to. 

Mr. YO\VLES: I move the insertion of 
the ·words '' in wrjting " after tho \vord 
" petition," on lino 24. This relates to tho 
petition to tho Minister, which should be in 
1-vriting. 

The S8CRET.IRY FOR AGRlOuLTuHE: A peti
tion rnnst be in writiug, but I do not know 
if it is necessary to insert those words. How 
would you pt·e~ent a petition othe" th&n in 
\Vriting? The hon. 1ncrnbor ought to kno\Y 1 

because he is a lawyer. 

Mr. YOWLES: I think the petition should 
he in >vriting. However, I will not prE'8 the 
amendment. 

Clause 3, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 4~" Cam morlity Bourd "-

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): I 
beg to move tho insertion of the 'mrd 
"elected" before the \Yord " rcnrc.::;cnta
tivcs," on lino 46. The clause pro~~ides for 
the appointment of a bo trd of reprcsenta
l.i>'es of the growers. I think ":hev should be 
elected roprc"cntatives of the grovcers. The 
Board should be elected at thE' beginning of 
the formation of the pool. That was ~he 
policy carried out at the request of the Go
Yernment in regard to the wheat pool. Before 
the pool ,,~a' in working order tho board had 
to be elec·ced. In any future pool it should 
be necessary for the board to be elected 
before the pool 1Jecomes effective. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: 
It is intended to elect the reprc"'entatives bv 
ballot. " 

Mr. VOWLER: There may be provisional 
representatives. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:L1TRE: 
I do no:> object to the amendment at all; but 
th~ urgency of the case may ncressitatc the 
appointment of a tempora~'V board before 
the election takes place, and; if we agree to 

this amendment, "' e shall prevent 
[12 noon) that being done. The amendment 

n1ay cause sorne delay or incon
venience, but, as it is a safeguan'l, I arn 
willing to accept it. 

Amendment (Jfr. J. H. C. Roberts) agreed 
to. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunning ham.): I move the 
insertion, aftc2' line 48, page 3, of the 
-following proviso:-

" Provided that, if the Board shall, at 

1922-5 B 

any tlme, by reeolution, decide, according 
to circumstances, that the number of 
members of the Board ought to be 
increased or decreased, thc>n such number 
shall be so increased by tho election and 
appointment of a member or membe>'S in 
accordance '''ith such resolution; or such 
number shall be so decreased by the 
termination of the appointment of a 
specified member or of specified members 
by the Minister in accordance >Yith such 
resolution." 

Thp:e might be a district which, in the 
opmwn of the producers in it, is not pro
pc;rly repre.sented. Of course, the quP,tion 
1n ll not an se very often, but there may be 
cases where the Minister should have power, 
on the resolutiOn of the Board, to increase 
or decrease the number of rcprcsentati;-es. 
The amendment will not alter the conditions 
of election. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTeRE: 
f would like to hear some further argument 
en the amendment. It is rather a drastic 
provision, and I do not know that it is reallv 
necessary. I have no doubt that if a po-ol 
v·ere created, and it was found that one 
portion of the State or a number of pro
ducers were not represented, and that fact 
was brought undet' my notiee, steps would 
bo taken to rectifc· it. 

:Mr. VO\YLF:S (7Jalby): All we know 
about a Board to be appointed under the 
Bill is to bo found in the definition, in con
junction with th9 regulation clause. The 
definition of " Board" reads-

" The Board constituted in relation to 
a specified commodity by th<> Govmnor 
in Council under this Act and appointed 
under this Act as prescribed." 

There is nothing in the Bill to tell us how 
many members the Board shall comist of, 
and I take it that the words '" a3 pre
scribed" refer to the later clauco which gives 
t hP Governor in Council power to create a 
Board of whatever number of members the 
!\Iinister considers do·-irable. i\.11 that the 
amendn1ent proposes is that, once a Board 
has been created and it appears that its 
numbers are insuflirient to carry out the 
functions for which it is created. tho Board 
should have the right to a'k the Minister 
tn increase its num.bers so as to ron1cdy the 
defect, or, on the other hand, to decrease 
its numboi, if the-re is not sufficient work 
for so many members. As the Bill stands. 
there is nothing to show whether a Board 
i::: to consist of one person or a dozen. 

.:11r. MORGAN (Jfurilla): I would like to 
kllow from the Minister whether it is the 
intention of the Government to prescribe by 
regulation th< number of representatives who 
may be upon a Bc-~rd. I think we should 
provide that a Board shall consist of not 
f<'Wer than three members nor more than 
nine. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do not 
think it is advisable to put it in the Bill. 
Circumstances will determine that. 

Mr. MORGA:"i: The Gowrnor in Council 
might decide that the Board shall consist 
of one man, who might not meet with the 
approval of the growers. On the other hand, 
h<c might deride that the Board shall consist 
of so many members that it will bo cumber
some and 'the expanse be too great. I think 
the Minister will admit that he should not 

JYir . .M organ.] 
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constitute a Board with femc>r than three 
n-wm bars or n1ore than nine, and 'vi thin those 
number, he would have a wide discretion. A 
Board might consist of three, fhe, seven, 
or nine me nbers. I do not think this matter 
shonlcl bo left altogether to regulation. I 
said on the second reading that the farmers 
\vould like to see in the Dill exactlc· what 
i., going to happen. \Ve know that regula
tions under Acto of Parliament are placed 
on the table of the House, and even members 
of Parliament do not see them. I suppose 
iho hon. member for Bowen takes as much 
intere~,t in such matters as a.nv other hon. 
member, but I do not suppose ·he takes any 
nctico of them. 

Mr. CoLLTNS: Do you think I want to get 
ir.to Woogaroo? (Laughter.) 

Mr. M ORGAN: On the other hand, mem
lJers of Parliament generally know what is 
provided in an Act of Parliament, and I 
think an amendment on the lines I have 
sc;ggested ought to b0 ins0rted. I believe 
that it would meet with the apprm·al of tho 
hon. member for Pittsworth. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich} : I do not know 
w hotlwr the Opposition arc out to spoil tho 
Bill. (Opposition langhtc•r.) Thcy could not 
ha.-o gone about it in a better \Yay than by 
rnoving thi:- ridiculous an10ndrnent. The 
ci.mse provides that the ~;1inister shall, a->, 
soon as practicable aft ·r the application of 
the Act to a commodity, appoint a Board of 
such representatives of the growers of the 
commodity as is proscribed. 

::\11-. M ORGAN: Prescribed ':here? 

Mr. GLEDSO='J: PrcscribPC1 in rcgul,tions. 
:!\ir. 1\foRGAN: It should be prc,cribod in 

th~ Bill. 

:Hr. GLEDSON: An amendment has been 
in:;:2rlcd providing that the representatives 
shall be elected. N' ow a furtlwr anwndment 
is mQ\·ccl providing that-if the Bom·d shall 
at .any tin1o by resolution decide, according 
to circumstanc-es, that the number of the 
n1e1nbers of the Board ought to be increased 
or decreased-such number chall be so 
incrrnsed by the election and appointment of 
a me mbcr. That ;;ivcs to the Board complet0 
power to determine how many members shall 
• it on that Board. Supposing a pool is 
formed for ma.iz0, and the Mini>'ter pr •scribes 
that each di,trict in Queensland shall have 
rl'lH'C"cntation. lie appoint::; a B0ard of 
seven rnetnbers. that Board haYin._~ a n1ajority 
of rcpn!•'()ntativ~;s resid?nt in one portion of 
the Sta.te. Those seven members .Jecide that 
they ~.rill cut out a conple of rn(•Inbcrs and 
n'duco i ho str?ngth of the D':ard to five 
members. Under this amonclment the Board 
woulcl bo able in that way to \vipe out H:e 
rc[)re~entation of ccrtairl di.:;trict~. The 
1\Iini ~ter, the Govcrnm 'nt, Par1iament, wonld 
ha vc no option: it would be to·~lly in the 
Lands of the Board to d<>termine if the 
number shoukl be decreasod, practically 
\vipjng out tho r<:p.resentation of ct~rtain 
districts. Th,c. Mmrster vyou!d have no 
pcnv~;r to give thos·e 0-istric:ts r0prcscntatJon. 
ITon. m,•n1bcrs oppos1te want to set up an 
r.utocracv in connection \vith the Board. \Yo 
sav that"this shall not ho-i,hat the 1\Iinister, 
the Government. or· P Hliament, which i; the 
gn a le ,t body. shall ha vc the JlOWCl' to con
trol such matters. Look at the other sid~ 
of the qnrstion. There mjp:ht 1: '' a ccrta.in 
number prescribed, and the Board might say, 
"Lot us have on the Board oYcry mcrn '.Yho 
15 producing." The Board, by resolutwn, 

[Mr. Morgan. 

could s>ty that the Mini,ter shall elect ev-ery 
one, making the thing unworkable. 

Mr. J. H. C. HoBimTS: Th • growers ar0 
going to elect them-not the ~1inister. 

Mr. GLEDSO~: Under this amendment, 
if the Boar·d decide that thero shall be another 
reprc,entatiYc, there shall b" one. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If the; clecitle there 
shall be ono lc'.s, there shall be' one less. Do 
JJot all boards of directors do the sam2 thing'! 
liavc they not the samo power' 

Mr. GLEDSON: Xo; thee· aro bound by 
their articles of association, which are regis~ 
tercd, and state the number of directors 
there shall b ·. 

1\Ir. J. H. C. RonERTS: 'Thcv can make 
their recommendation to a special meeting of 
·hareholders. 

:\1r. GLEDSON: Ko board of directors 
has the power, of its ow11 volition, to iucrca;:;;c 
or decrease the number of its member•. It 
\Yould be follv to allow that. The people who 
draw up the .. articlu of a:,sociation provid\ 
in those articles what shall be t.lv number of 
members on tho board of directors. It 
would be a false step to giv-e to any body 
the power to •.ay how many membc1;s shall 
be ele-cted. I am g'lad that the Mnmter JS 

not goin,;r to accept such an unworkable 
amendment. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (l'itf.qcorth): 
Under tho amendment it is suggested that, 
on the recommendation of the Board, the 
Minister shall either increase or decrease· 
the number of boardsmen constituting th.o 
pool board. 

Mr. GLEDSON: That is not in this amenJ, 
ment. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Is thcr• any 
\'crv great harm in that? \\' c may ha.-o a 
srwill industry which decides io have a pool, 
and there may be only t\YO or three member'· 
on the Board. Later on it may bee nececsary, 
owing to the growth of that industry, to 
incL-'Use the nun1bcr of n1cn1bcrs on -:::he 
Board. vVhv ehould it not he on tho recom
mendation o.f the Boarcl that certain chstnct<· 
be gi', en repre.:;pntation? . 

~'Ir. GLEDSON: 'l_lhcro is no reco1nn1endabon, 
suggested in your arnendment. 

Thfr. J. H. C. RODERTS: It i mear~t as 'L 
recomm 'ndation. and the Minister \nll act 
upon it. 'The Minister said, '; \Yl;~~ .n<?t le~v,P;: 
it to the cornn1on ben so of the ...._\lnnster .. 
\Ye are quite prepared at aU times to ~eahsc 
the common sense of the Mmrstcr. ~'V e ar<O 
not doing this in an attempt to bmd the 
'\Iiuister or to affect the smooth worlung of 
the Act. All "' want is that ccrt.am power& 
shall be giyen to the Board. The hon_. mcm
i.Jcr for Ipswich stated that boanL of drrectors. 
arc not decreased or inrrea~C'J. Thev" .arc, 
on the recommendation of the boarrl of drrec
ton to a me-eting of the shareholders. The 
came thing would be done here. The grower.< 
-the shareholders in the pool. so to spca~
\\'ill deal directly with the Board, not w1th 
the Mi~ister, and the Board \Yill deal directly 
with the Minister. ·what position \\'ould the 
Minister be in if all the whelli growers on the 
Downs were to con1·8 dovvn D nd approach 
him one after the other instead of going to 
the Board? It is the Board that repre,ent' 
to the Minister that certain action shall be 
takPn; 11nd tbo Minister giYc-s the m_a~ter 
consideration and arrivos at a decision. 
Snrclv, wlwn we arc told that this Bill is 
practically based upon the \Yheat Pool "\et. 
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jt is rcasona.ble to ask that the san1e rights 
,hall be ;;ivcn to the Boanh under thesl' 
Jifferent pools as were given to the Viheat 
Pool Board twu years ago. T!Jc, \Yhoat J'ool 
Board ha, done excellent work: and I am 
sure it has never caused the _;ylinist('r anY 
worry or trouble. I hope that the Ministe"r 
is going to accept the ame:rdmcnt. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla): I would like to 
make a mg;;estion, with the approval of the 
mO\·er of tho amendment, to make the Bill 
more deiinito from a farmer's standpoint. 
I would suggest that it be definitely stated 
ia the Dill that the Board shall be com
posed of not less than a certain number 
anJ not more than a certain number. .\.t 
tho present time the Bill is indefinite, s.nd 
\V8 want the fa.rmer to understand what 
number ,hall corhtitutc tho Board. At the 
present ti1ne ono member could constitute a. 
Board; on the other hand, fifteen or twomv 
could constitute it. \Ye should definit<cly 
stato that a board shall not consist of less 
than three or more than nine members. I 
would suggest that after the \Yards " as 
prescribed," on line 47, tho words, " to con
,; st of not !~ss than three or more th::Lil 
nine," be inserted. The Minister then 
\\·ould ha vo power to say that a certain 
board shall consist of five representatives, 
and if in ti;110 Ire finds it advisable to 
increase the number he can appoint other 
1nembers without in any way interfering 
with the Bill. If, on the other hand, the 
:0J.inister appointed five, and aftcnvards 
thonght three would bo sufficient, he could 
rcducf' the number accor-dingly. The farmerB 
should know the position definitely. They 
should know that the number of representa
tives shall be not less than a certain number 
nor more than a certain other number. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. K. Gillics, Haeluun): I sec no 
reason \vhv Parliament should limit tl>e 
number of 'repreoentatives by creating citJ.r,•;· 
a. minimum or a maximun1. That jg not 
done 11nclcr the \Vheat Pool Act nor m1der 
the Cheese Pool Act. Both of those Act· 
have 'lorked very satiefactorilv. I wo::1ld 
like to call attention to the fact that clau·e 
3 states-

" Provided that, in declaring the con
stitution of the Board and the number 
of representatives to be chosen, the 
.Governor in Council ehall have due 
regard to any roproscnta.tions by the 
gro\Yers made in any petition or memvr
ial to t,hc Minister by them." 

I shall certainly have duo regard to the 
·.,hole of the circumstances and to rcpl'•)
sentations made by people who are vita~ly 
concerned in the formation of any pool. I 
would also like to noint out that the number 
in oaeh ca"o wonld have to be prescribed. 
If a maize po0! was creatod-tho maiw 
industrc· cm·ers the greatest area of the 
State-to consist of, say, nine membcra. I 
\VOuld have to prescribe that that number 
of members be so appointei! as the Board 
t•J control that particular industry. I sec 
no reason why I should accept the amend
ment. It is unnecessary. 

Amendment (Mr. Deacon) put and nega
tiYed. 

Mr. SIZER (Nundah): Clause 4 IS the 
crnx of the whole Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: Is the 
hon. gentleman moving an amendment? 

Mr. SIZER: I am foreshadowing one. 
By the cl'cation of pools to deal with com
modities the consumers will be placed in the 
hands of the growers or the boards. Thue 
i.; not one provision in the Bill sho\Ying that 
the views of the consumers have been con
sidered. I am absolutclv in favour of the 
primary producers estab1{ehing anything th<1t 
is going to benefit their interests, yet, at tiro 
same time, I think it is in their own interests 
that thov should make adequate provision 
to prcv;nt any unnecessary burden being 
placed upon the consumers in the formation 
of the boards. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICC:LTuRE: I quit.o 
endorse that. 

Mr. SIZER: There is a danger of the 
men on those boa.rds becoming somewhat 
extreme, and probably running amok for 
the time being in just the same way ae 
extremists in other portions of the com
munity sometimes get control and run arr_rok. 
Tho producers, through the boards, mrg.trt 
impose upon the consumers such a burd,,n 
that it will be nec<''sary for the consumer& 
to sAe~{ an increase in '\vage<;j to carry that 
burden. 'The board then will probably be 
compelled to increase the price of the corn
modi ty they are handling, and the :vorkers 
will be compelled again to seek an mcrease> 
in wa~es to meet the increased cost as ti<e 
result" of the action of the board. \\' o 
should give some consideration to the views 
of the 'consumer in the creation of the3e 
boards. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE: What do 
the Country party think about it? 

Mr. SIZER: They are reasonable. Th~ro 
is nothing unreasonable in my suggesti'!n 
'The mem.bers of the Country party realise 
that, if anything unreasonable is done, it 
will rebound against them in the same way 
as unreasonable measures have rebounded 
ag-a.inst ihe Labour part0 . They realise per
f~·ctlv wdl that moderation must exist in a 
com~mnity. \Yhenever extremists. whether· 
in country or industrial interests, got con
trol, chaos must follow. Let me take th•' 
sugar industry. Undoubtedly, the agreem:nt 
nndcr which the sugar rndustry IS workn1g 
is required so that the conditions impo··c·d 
upon the people in the industry may be 
fulfilled; but that does not overcom.e th0 
"fact that there is a tremendous agrtatron rn 
Southern States,. brought about largely by 
consumers, against the high prices that h','-Ve 
been rnling in the industry. Tho.se hrgh 
prices have been necessary ,to satr.sfy the 
obligations of those engaged m the rndustry 
to the extreme element among the \\ orkcr.' 
in the industrv. who have approached th0 
Arbitration Court. I do not "ant to er:e 
those conditions created as a result of th1e 
Bill. \Ye have to face the clanger of los1ng 
control of the sugar industry; e.nd we ccr
tainlv shall lose control of it unless a 
Nati;nalist Gov0rnment is returned in th~ 
Federal Parliament. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCcLTrRE: The 
whole salvation of the sugar industry li!""" 
in tl1e election of a Labour Gm·ernment m 
the Federal Parliament. 

Mr. SIZER: \Ve know that if a Labour 
Government were elected in the Federal 
P1erliament the sugar agreement would g·o 
immediately. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will show where a board 
ha' been ere a ted for the sugar industry, 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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Mr. SIZER: I am jnst givin" an illus· 
tration. There is an agitation o~ the part 
of consumers, who state that they have been 
harshly treated, for a rt'duction in the price 
of sugar. I ao not think they have been 
harshly dealt with. 

Mr. COLLJKS: The sugar Jlroduccrs admit 
that sugar should be placed on the market 
at 4~d. per lb. 

Mr. SIZER: Realising that danger, and 
realising also that the consun1crs as well as 
the farrners will have to pay any jncrease
if there. is any increase-under this Bill, we 
must consider the interests of the consumers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCl:LTVRE: Do you 
propose that the consumers should have 
re1wcsentation on the Board? 

Mr. SIZER: I would have moved an 
amendment to give the consumers a reason
able opportunity of expressing their views 
to the Board, but mv difficult•· is how are 
we going to proYide 'for the election to the 
Board of rep1·esentatives of the consumers. 

If I were able, I would certainly 
[12.30 p.ni.] move in that direction, as I 

think we ought to make provision 
somewhere v.rherohY the consumers' views 
could be heard by the Board and their 
ir-terests considered, seeing that thev will 
foot the bill in connection with any j,}crease 
in the cost of commodities. I am not con
{'Ornoc~ in a parochial sense, because city 
dwellers should be prepared to pay a some
what higher price in order to giYe the pro
ducers the, reasonable return '"hich the citv 
dwellers themsdves ask for. At the same 
tin1e, \YC mu:--;t protect the consumers against 
extremism which might creep into this 
system, and v hich, if it did. would become 
an econon;ic danger and make confusion 
worse confounded. 

Mr. KERR (Enog(fCNt): The hon. member 
Jor Nundah is quite right in bringing up the 
question of ihc protection of tl1P consll'nPr. 
In all secondary industries artificial condi· 
tior.s au; created. providing protection for 
th8 worl.cers so that they may be able to 
recci,·c a living- \vage; and the only people 
who hasc not been assured of tt living \vagc 
are the primary producers. \Ve all agree 
th • t something has to be done to place the 
prlrnary producers on the same plane as 
men engaged in industry, but at the 
~amo time I '"ant to look a littl0 further 
and see \vhere \VC arc going to end-to sec 
wlwthcr it is not t<oing to be a question 
of j.\w dol'(' chasint< his own btil. It appears 
to me that something like that is going to 
eventuate. The object of the formation of a 
pool is to see that the primary producer 
gets more for his products. That means that 
the prin;ary producer himself will, in conse
quence, ha~e to pay something more for the 
things that he requires, and it means, too, 
that wages and other overhead charges must 
increase. If the produc8l<s can get a greater 
price for their products without compelling 
consumers to pay any 1nore, then no harm 
·will be done. But I cannot see how that is 
g·oing to con1e about. Every n1rm .. bcr of the 
Countrv party has stated that it would be 
impossible to carr~· out this Bill-that the 
same m0ans of distribution as at present in 
existence will have to be reeortcd to. It was 
stated that even under the 'Yheat Board 
the san1c agents in Bri sbanc ·were handling 
the wheat. and under these Boards the same 
thing will happen; and, if these Boards do 
come into existence, it seen,s to me that it 
will mean only another man whom the 

[M1·. Sizer. 

farmers will have to pay. Let me take as . 
an illustration the insurance of the wheat 
stack. 'Vho is going to pay the piper in 
rPgard to that? We know that two rates 
of insurance were quoted. 

The CHAIR'\1AN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. member will connect his remarks with 
the clause; I fail to see the connection. 

Mr. KERR: The connection is there, and 
I am quoting this as an instance of where 
the Board is going to make the cost of 
living higher, and is not going to give the 
producer the same return for his produce. 
Instead of going direct to the insurance com
panies the Board paid a higher rate, and 
the result was that the farmer had to pay 
one shilling per cent. more for his insurance. 
There should be some means provided 
whereby the consuniers, who constitute a big 
proportion of the population, should receive 
protection, and at the same time give the 
primary producers control of their own pro
ducts and give them sufficient to enable them 
to liYe in comfort. They deserYe more than 
that, but trouble is going to creep in so 
far as the consumer is concerned, and the 
Minister shonlcl make some prm-ision in the 
Bill to try ,md bring the consumer and the 
producer together. I am not going to make 
a second reading speech at this stage. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will 
not be allowed to do so. 

2\1r. KERR: If it is possible to give reprc. 
sentation to the consumers without doing 
any injury to the primary producers, then 
it should be provided for. It is not the 
function of the Governn;ent to look after one 
section only. They should protect the 
interests of every section in the community. 
and I should like to see some provision in 
the Bill to protect the consumers. 

:\1r. BEBBINGTOJ'\ (Draytm") : The con
sumer is always represented by the Govern
ment rmd bv the Commissioner of Prices. He 
is weil provided for at present. 

Mr. CoLLI"S: Wo want lo be a nation of 
producer·,., and not a nation of consu1ners. 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTON: It is no use being 
a nation of producers if you have no market<; 
for what you produce. There is no limit to 
'dlat we can produce in Queensland if we 
can get a market for it. I want to indicate 
what I consider to be a very wrong principle 
in connection with our wages system. At 
the present time the Arbitration Court regu
lates wages to a large extent according to 
the price of foodstuffs. In that respect yon 
have l'very employer of labour and every 
consu1ncr as well right up aga.inst thP 
prinrary producer. Everyone wants cheap 
food so that they can keep wages down, and 
that is how it is that the primary producer 
is being driven off the land into the city to 
share in the good things that are being 
handed round there. He woula be very 
fooli···h if it were not so. 

The SECRI\TARY FOR Aomc1:LTl:RE : How do 
you connect that with clause 4? 

Mr. BEBBii\'GTON: I do. These pools 
are not being created to increase the price 
of products, but to see that a reasonably pa\-
able price is obtained and to eliminate wast'e. 
We know that the waste in our products to
day, whik they arc waiting to be chipped 
and marketed, absorbs almost 20 per cent. 
of the profit1. When the Cheese Manufae· 
turers' Association, which was the firGt pool 
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established in Queensland, came into opera
tion fourteen or fifteen years ago, there was 
as rnneh as 30 tons or 40 tons of cheese m 
our factory stores which was not fit for 
markcJ, having deteriorated by practically 
50 per cent. The association took control of 
tlw shipment of the cheese, and allowed no 
surplus stock to accumulate, and that waste 
was stoppod, and we have had very li1t'~ 
\Va~r,x~ ev0r since The Queensland Cht'('SO 
Manufactur'ers' As,sociation has been t.ho 
means of putting hundreds of thousands of 
pounds into the pockets of the producers by 
preyenting waste. 

~i[r. DEACON (Gunningham): I n,ovo the 
insertion, after the word '' 1\ct," in sub
clause (4), on line 5, page 4, of the words

" All general meetings of the Board 
shall be open to the public." 

I think the meetings should be open to the 
public. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: Suppose 
they are dealing wi uh prices. 

~1r. DEACON: Anything in that connec
tion should be dealt with at the first meet
ing. I quite understand that there may bo 
business which the board could not publish 
at lihe time it is dealt with, but at the same 
time these boards should not degenerate into 
secret societies. The object of the Bill is to 
improve conditions, and it would be an 
improvement if the public and the growers 
kne\V just what business was boing done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: 'Nhy ·do 
you hold your caucus mcr:tings in secret? 

:\1r. DEAC02\': As I explained to th" 
Minister, there are matters which must be 
kept secret. I do not know why he holds 
the meetings of the Council of .\griculc\.u·c 
in private. They should be made public. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to discuss tho amendment. 

Mr. DEACON: I contcn<l that the g·oncral 
meetings of the Board should be open to "he 
public. 

Mr. GLEDS0::\1 (Ipsu·ich): Mr. Kirwan--
::Ylr. M oRGAN : Why not let it go? 

Mr. GLEDSON: \Vc do not want to make 
oursolve.s ridiculous in connection with this 
matter. The hon. member for Cunning·ham 
wants to make ','he meetings of the Board 
open to the public. Surely the farmers .are 
not so suspicious of the men they cle< ,, as 
meml1ors of the Board that they caimot allow 
them to carry on the busines,. There may 
be important business transacbons in coiHlcc~ 
tion with these commodities which must not· 
be made public at the tinw. Thc3c are not 
meetings of cloctors or shareholders, hut of 
directors \vho nro dealing with commodities. 
The Opposition should not make us look 
ridiculous by trying to cause suspicion in 
the minds of the producers that the men thev 
elect . arc not capable of <..drrying on tho 
business. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eachrzm): I think that, 
on fu rthcr roflec:<ion, the hon. m em her for 
Cunningharn) who is a practical rnan, will 
realise that the work of the Board in the 
interests of the farmers necossarilv involves 
secrecy at times. Arrangements have :.o be 
made for shipping and for getting the best 
quotations for insurance. There are a thou
sand and one things which will be dealt with 
bv the members of the Board which should 
not be open to the general public. I am 

catislied that. if the members of the Board 
understand their duties, and wif.b to retain 
the confidence of farmers who elect them. 
they will certainly not: object to any supp!ie~· 
who is intere•;ted in the pool being present 
at t!1e meetings, so long as he does not inter
fere with their business. I cannot accept the 
amendment, because, as the hon. member for 
Ipswich has pointed out, it is ridiculons to 
sugges;, that all meetings should be open to 
the ~general public. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): I have ·a 
suggestion to make to the Minister. I under
stood him to say that, while he objectPd to 
the public being P"'"'ent, he was willing that 
the growers should be able to attend, and 
I will alter mv amendment in that direction. 

The SECRET~R1~ FOR AGRICULTURE: I did 
not say that. I said that. if the members 
of the Iloard understood their duties they 
would not object to any g>_·ower in the 
ircdustry being present at the meetings, if he 
wished. 

Amendment (Jlr. Deacon) negatived. 

Mr. SIZER ("Yunclah): I wish to suggest 
the insertion, after subcla.use (7) of some
thing to this effect-

" That the Board shall receive and 
conBider any petitions from any bona f\.de 
bodi0c~, f)f consumers." 

think that would be a fair provision. 

Mr. MoFG\N: They can do it now. 

:Vlr. SIZER: If they can do it now, then 
1 he amendn1ent is unnecessary. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: There is nothing to pre
vent them. 

11r. SI?";ER: Thero i_,. nothing to pre-,•ent 
the Board from receiving such a petition. 
but they can ignore it if they like. 

Mr. VowLES: You can bring the matter 
up on clause 5. 

Mr. SIZER: I make the suggestion, and 
probably the Minister will thir:k it over in 
the meantime. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I have an amend
ment which I httvc had circulated. to insert 
a new subclause on page 3, but I think it. 
will be better, as it deals with the Board 
only, to insert it aft0r aubclausc (7). The 
a.mendment provides that once an Ord<'r m 
Council has been granted for a pool to be 
forrncd in connection with a particular com
modity, fifh· persons or. more who are 
interested in the commodrt_,. shall have the 
rir;ht to a ·k for a poll. Power is given to 
the :l![inister under subclause (5) of clause 3 
lw which an Order in Council may be 
r~'cinded or amended by a subsequent Order 
in Council. The 11osition may arise that the 
o-ro,.vers th('mselves, after having had a 
pool constituted, may want to have. the pool 
dissolved. but thoro is no mochm<'ry for 
dealing with that position. 'I1w :\Iinister 
has that power, but I do not sec any 
authoritv to enable the growers to have the 
pool dissolved. If the growers bavo. the 
right by petition to haYo a vote to consht:>te 
a pool, they should have a. correspondmg 
right to dissolve the pool and annul tl~e Or<;Ier 
i1• Council. I. t.herefore, move the mscrhon 
of the following new aubclause to follow sub
claus<' (7)-

" (8) If fifty or more growers of the 
commodity residing in the district o_r 
locality to which the Order in Councrl 

JJ!lr. Vowle~.J. 
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applies petition the Minister that a poll 
be takon on tho question of the dissolu
tion of the Board, the ::Vlinister s.ha!l 
trdm a vote of the grow0rs of the com
modity residing in such district or 
locality; and, if a majority of the votes 
polled are in favour of dissolving the 
Board, the same shall thereupon become 
dissolved, and the Order in Council 
declaring the Act to apply to the com
modity in question shrdl bo deemed to 
bo rescinded." 

"fho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: 
I might point out to the leader of the 
Oppo .it ion that subclame (5) of clause 3 
provide. that any Order in Council may be 
rescinded m anwndod by a -.ubsequont Order 
in Council. I think that <'nahles the right 
to ha ye a pool tcrn1inated. 

Mr. VoWLES: Not by the producers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: 
Ko. Certainly a request that came from 
the producers with reg·ard to the duration 
of a pool would be fully considerccl. I might 
point out that the taking of ballots is an 
-expensive n1atter. 

Mr. VOWLE3: You allow a pool to be 
forn1ed on the rPprescntations of the gTO\V0l'8, 
and you should also allow a pool to !w 
dissolved on the reprp.;ontation of the 
gro\vcrs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: 
If the grow<'r' in their petition ask that the 
pool be limited to six rnonl h',, twelve months, 
or three years, then eonsickration will be 
given to their wis}ws. ProYision is 1n::tdc in 
clause 3 for an Order in Council to be 
rescinded. It naturally follows that, if the 
],;Iinibter rcceiYos r-3presenta.tions fron1 the 
gro\'vers concerned, he will tak:P notice of 
them, but I do not think it ic. clc•sirablo to 
put it into the Bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR (W1:ndsnr): certainly 
think that the amendment is a reawnable 
<.ne. \Ve have made provision for forming 
a pool, a,nd we lay it down that certain 
thing-s shrdl be done: but there i,.. no 
machinery whatever for dissoh·ing a pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR R,\ILWAY.<: The Order 
i,l Council may limit the duration of the 
pool. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I think that something i_n 
the nature of the· amcndme:Jt propo·od IS 

required in the Bill. At present the ::\Iinister 
('an dissolve a pool without consulting anY
.anc. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRICULTFRE: If I 
would do that, why would I bring· in the 
Bill at all? 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not see any dangN 
i11 providing the necessary n1aehinery for 
the dissolution or non-continuance of the 
pool. The continuance of tlw nool might 
not meet with the approval of the growers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTURE: Th0n 
they can write to m0. or send a doputrttion. 

:Mr. TA YLOR: Some grmvers might be 
~ali·.ficd with the pool, and others might be 
-li,,atisfied with it. You can only get the 
·opinion of the majority by a!lm,-ing them to 
m<tke representations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL'·'AYS: You can 
limit the period. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Then it might be too long. 
The growers might want a shorter period. 

[.&!1·. V mvles. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Jp.ewich): I agree with 
the :\Iinister that there is no necessih- for 
the amendment. The Minister has power 
now, at the request of the producers who 
arc in the pool, to c•.gcel the Order in 
Council. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Where does it say 
that? 

Mr. GLEDSON: In clause 3. The clause 
provides that an Order in Council may be 
rescinded or amended. The pool is under the 
control of the producers themselves. It is 
controlled by the Board C'lectcd by the 
gro1vers. 

Mr. VoWLES: If they want to destroy the 
pool, they should be allowed to do so. 

Mr. GLF.DSO::'-J: After the Board has been 
appointed the position might arise that, 
through competition with the outside market 
and with men opposed to the pool, certain 
men outside the pool would get an advantage. 
That occurred in connection with the King
stem Butter Factory. Thoeo who stopped 
outside \Yore able to reap the beilcfit at the 
expense of the other producers. A cert..1in 
number of producers might v:,mt to have 
the pool wiped out. but that might be 
dir •ctly opposed to the interest' of the pro
ducers themselvc·-.. \Ve do not want to allow 
anyone to w·ork against thP interests of the 
producers. This is their Bill. and the Board 
that the\ elect should be undn their own 
control. cIf the pool doe< not suit thorn. then 
it is for their reprcsentatiYf'S to take action 
and have the pool ea nee !led. It would, 
hovy·cvcr, b0 unwise to put such an arncnd
mcnt in here. 

J\fr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS (Pitliu:nrth): I 
can sr" that tht)rc is going to be a danger in 
regard to the pools. \Vhat is going to happen 
in the event of a pool having a larg·c quan
tih- of stuff on its hands when some producers 
,,-ill come along and ask that it be wiped 
out of existence? I would iike the Minister 
to give us some light on this. 

The SECR!JTARY FOR AamceLTliRE: I will 
do it. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Suppose a pool 
is caught ,vith a large quantity of stuff on 
hand and that stuff has to g·o through the 
market within twenty-four hours, then the 
people who have their stuff in the pool will 
lose a big sun1 of n1onL~y, because the outside 
stuff will come into competition with it. 

Th, S~CRET.\RY FOR AGRICVLTURE: That is 
ono pos,ibility if wo accept the amendment. 

Mr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: I hope the 
l'dinjstcr will use good sense and judgm0nt in 
this matter. \V e might be able to pool cereals 
'vhirh arc gro,Yn at a ccrta in p·•riod and 
harve.c,i·cd at a certain period. But othe;· 
crops may be grcVio~n at Yarion:;,; timr~s, and 
the pool may not be able to dispo"~ of them. 
That ha pp en '·d in regard l'o canary see·cL 
There will be outside competition, which will 
come into direct competition with thP · tuff 
in the pool. Suppose that a pool is formed 
and it ta kcs posseRsion of 100,000 bags of 
maize and sells 50,000 bage within three or 

four months, it m>ty then be 
[2 p.m.] decided that the pool should be 

dissolved, although it still holds 
50,000 bags. I do not think it would be a 
wise thing by any moans to dissolve that 
pool in a week, or a. n1onth, or six weeks, or 
even two months. It has to be remembered 
that a period has to elapse sufficiently long 
to enable the pool to clear its holdings, 
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because, if the people who buy maize know 
that the pool is likely to be dissolved soon 
and they are going to have a free market 
it is only natural that the:.· should buy fron~ 
hand to mouth, believing that they will be 
able to purchase to better advantage when 
the pool is wiped out. I think the Minister 
will bo well advised .to give the matter very 
serious consid·eration and recommit the Bill, 
if neces,,ury, in order to insert a clause deal
ing particularly with the di.'8olution of a 
pooL The Minister, I think, looks upon 
the wheat pool as the model on which to 
fashion all his pools. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S"liiTH: It is the most 
~ucccssful pool in Australia. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: In Queensland 
we have a population of 760,000 peopl·c, and 
·every mau, won1an, and child is a user of 
wheat in some shape or form every day of 
the year; but, when it comes to a· question 
Df a barley or oats pool, we are not going 
to have anything like the sam. number uf 
users, nor are \Ye going to have "'0 ready a 
market. In the formt~tion of a pool y;e may 
ho doing the right thing, but the dan,er clews 
not lio in the formation, but in the di··solution 
of a pooL 

Mr. GLEDS0::-1: You hope that tho arpcnd
ment will not be accepted? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I hope that, if 
the amendment is not accepted, provision 
vvill be made-if necessary, by recommitting 
the Bill and inserting a clause or (vyo-to 
meet that particular phase of tho question, 
otherwise the Bill is going to be a very 
grave danger. I regard it, as the ).iinister 
does, as being more or less experimental 
legislation. \Ve have to look to the future, 
and realise that, while it may be safe to pool 
in ono instance, it may be very unsafe to pool 
in another instance. Any pool shuuld be 
formed for a certain period, and provision 
should be made that. when the pool is dis
solved, the Board shall not have a. large 
quantity of stuff on hand. It has been stated 
tht~t, v;hcn it come-; to bo a question of dis. 
solving the pool, the Board will not take 
possession of the commodity after a certain 
period. The very fact that we arc going to 
have a certain amount of stuff in the pool 
and a certain amount out of the pool is going 
to be an exceedingly great menace. I ask 
the Minister to realise the danger there will 
be in dissolving these pools, and to try 
and safeguard the men who will be elected. 
The Government will not take any responsi
bilitv in regard to any failure of a pool. 
Bla~e for any failure will be laid un those 
who arc elected by the growers, and, unless 
we give them every opportunity to carry the 
thing through successfully, they are going 
to be called upon to shoulder very gra vc 
responsibilities, a.nd the result may be disas
trous to those who put into the pool the 
commodity they have grown in the belie£ 
that they are going to get a little better 
pnce. 

Mr. GLEDS0::-1 : Are you nut courting 
disaster with this amendment? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We arc not. 
I am not going to ask the Minister to accept 
this or any other amendment; all I ask is 
that he realise that in this particular phase 
of the question there is a serious menace. 
He knows it, probably, better than I do. 
Consequently, I wa.nt him tu take the neceo
sary precautions tu safeguard the pool when 
the question of dissolution arises. I believe 

the amendment will be the ba;is upon which 
the Minister will act. 

Mr. GLEDS0::-1: It dissolves without any 
asking. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If so, it is 
going to be a greater menace than the hon. 
member realise<. I make excuse'' for him, 
because he knows very little about pooling, 
and etill less about agriculture. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I am not in 
accord with the arguments of the hon. mem
ber for Ipswich. ·while the amen~mont may 
not be all that is desired, I certamly am uf 
upinion that the Minister should have the 
right, if requested b:· the gro>yers, _to say 
for what term a pool shall be 111 ex1stence. 
The wheat pool was something new, and was 
formed for only one year, tJ:e. question of 
continuation being left for dec1s10n after the 
ryrowcrs had been consulted. ·what 1s wrong 
~vith such a svstcm in respect of other pools? 
It is absolutely wrong that farmer,; should 
be enticed into a pool and, 'vhen th.e:·· 
find that it is not bringing about benefima.l 
results, nut be allowed to terminate its exist
ence. lf a man after twehc months finds 
that his busine·.s is a failure he ha< the 
right tu close up that business. If the Board 
or the Government de,ire to continue the 
pool jn existence, there is no powcl' in the 
Bill whereby the growers w1ll have the 
opportunity of getting away from the pooL 
If you are going to impo~o har.d-and-fast 
rules upon the farmers, 1~ w1ll bo 1mposs1ble 
to create a pool under th1s measure. Just a~ 
the banana-growers turned duwn the propo
sition for the creation uf a pool to control 
bananas so also should the farmers who 
aro res~onsible for bringing a pool into 
existence have the power to say that . the 
pool shall not be continued for all tJme. 
The wheatgrowcrs wore not afraid to estab
lish a pool for twelve months, because they 
!mew it would only affect the one yea(s 
crop. Although it was not altogether .sa.tls
factorv it was better than the old cond1twns 
under" 'which the farmers sold their wheat, 
and the farmers, recognising that it worked 
so well like sensible men, agreed to extend 
the per'iod. Wh:v should there not be similar 
power in the Bill ? 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is there. 

Mr. MORGA::\1": It is not. The Governor 
in Cuuncil can, by an Order in Council. 
determine that a pool sha.ll be create-d, but 
the Governor in Council should not be the 
bodv to terminate the pool. They do not 
create it. 

The s~cRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : y os, we 
do. 

Mr. MORCAN: :.Ju; the people create 
the pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l'CRE : The pro
ducers ask for a pool, and the Government 
create it. 

Mr. ::VlORGAK: Exactly. Before .a pool 
can be created the people havP the nght to 
say "Yes" ur "Ko." The Minister should 
provide in the Bill that pools in the first 
instance be created for twelve months, and, 
if the farmers so d03ire, that term can _be 
extended in the same way as was done w1th 
the wheat pool. Why should >ye no~ ha~-e 
th0 same nrinciple contained m th1s BJ!l 
D' is contaii1ed in the Wheat Pool Act" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
wheat pool was only for one year. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. J\10RGA~: \Ve d0sire a provisiOn 
setting out the period for which a pool shall 
be created. 

'!'he SEORET.\RV FOR AGRICULTL:RE : This is 
a Bill dealing with pooling generally. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister is asking 
the growers to come into the pool for all 
time. \Vhile the gro\cers have power to 
prevent the pool being formed. they have no 
power to say when the pool is to be dissolved. 

J\fr. GLEDSON : Clause 3 gives full power. 
It states the terms and the duration of the 
pooL 

Mr. MORGAN: The growers will probably 
become discontented and will want to dis
sohe the pooL 

The SF.CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : When 
the growcra ask for a pool and say that it 
shall be for six or twelve months, that Will 
be the condition upon which the pool will 
be created. 

Mr. MORGAS: Supposing the Minister 
decides to create a pool, and he submits the 
qu<'· tion to the growers to enable a vote 
to be taken, will he ask them if they are 
in favour of a pool for twelve months, or will 
he sin.pl:r a·,k them are they in favour of a 
pool? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!CcLTCRE: \Ve 
generally ask two or three questions. In 
connection with the wheat pool, it was asked 
if the growers were in favour of a pool 
for one year, hvo years, or three years. 

J\lr. MORG _\;\I: That is a sensible idea.; 
but there is nothing in the Dill to provide 
for that. ~, e have to trust the Minister 
entirely. 

The SECRET'.RY FOR AGRICCLTLRE: There is 
no prm·ision to that effect in the \Vheat Pool 
Act either. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister mav be a 
reasonable man and may be prepared to do 
what is just for the farmers, but he may 
not occupy his present position next year. 
Probably his successor will not be so reason
able. 

The SECRETARY FOR 
Minister for the time 
ta!<e the responsibility 
tlung. 

Aomcl:LTrRE : The 
being will have to 
for doing the right 

Mr. MORGAN: \Vhen hon. members 
opposite were on this side of the House, and 
certaiE legislation was introduced by the 
Government at that time affecting the wel
fare of the workers. the Opposition members 
vvcrc not prepared to trust the Govern~ 
ment in the drafting of regulations under 
that leg-islation. I remember that thev were 
contimially fighting against that sort of 
thing. The_1 said, " \Ve are full up of 
government by regulation. \Vc want to have 
it in the Bill." And quite ri.,ht, too. 
Labour mcrhbers wore justified when they 
were in opposition in not leaving these 
matters wholly and solely to the Minister. 
They wanted provision made in the Bill, and 
that is the attitude we take up as the repre
sentative-; of the primary producers. I do 
not want this Bill to be passed as it is, and 
then, when we go amongst the farmers to 
induco them to form a pool, to be told, -" Vv e 
do not know where wc arc." They will say, 
" The whole thing is left entirely in the 
hands of the Governor in Council. If the 
Act said that a pool would only continue 
for twelve months and then we would be 
consulted again, it would be all right." 
Those who are t:he enemies of this legisla-

[Mr. 2!1organ. 

tion want everything hidden away. I am 
not an enemy of the Bill. and I want to ~ee 
everything disclosed. When we are dealmg 
with the farming class, we should endeavour 
to make things so plain that he who runs 
may read but that is not so in connection 
with this' BilL If I were assisting in the 
formation of a pool and I was asked by tho 
farmer·., "Have we power to abolish the 
pool?" I should have to say, "No. you 
have no power. It rests entirely with the 
Governor in Council," who is practically the 
Ministet·. After the forniation of a pool 
the primary producer has no power to S':} 

that the pool shall cease after a cet·tam 
period. There may be something in . the 
argument of the hon. member for Pitts
>Yorth that, if a pool were abolished while it 
had certain commodities in store, it would be 
clisastrous, but no set of producers are likely 
to ask that that be done, and, if they did 
ask for it to be done, it would not be granted; 
until the commodities which have been stored 
were dispo,ed of. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLL1'CRE : If this 
amendment were carried, they >Yould havo 
power to abolish a pool. 

:Mr. MORGAN: The fact that they had 
powe.r to ask for its a~olition would not 
give them power to abohsh tl;e pool. The 
amendment provides that, rf a certam 
number so desire, they can ask to have the 
pool abolished; but the abolition of the pool 
wonld not take place until any produce that 
might be stored had been drsposed of. 
The Minister will haYe the right to say 
,, hen the poll shall be taken, and he will 
regulate it so that the rool in question 
will have a fair run. Whtle the produce Is 
'tored bv the pool, it is stored in the nanie 
~f the g-rower. It is not the people who 
run the pool who own the stuff, bu~ the 
growers, and they would not be so foohsh as 
to ask that the pool be dissolved v. hen only 
part of their stuff has been paid for. They 
would not be so sensele,3 as to ask th_at the 
pool be dissolved and risk their ?h1ff beir:g 
sold at a lo">. I hope that the J\,Ilmster wrll 
give the growers credit f~r. having. somo 
common sense. If the Mim··tcr wrll not 
<1ccept the amendment of the hon. :nember 
for Dalby, he should suggest somethmg else 
in its place. The farmer has the nght under 
the Bill to create a pool, and h:· should have 
the right to dis•olve a pool. The hon. 
member for Toowoomba will admit that. 
Ho is a reasonable man. who does not want 
to be too hard and fast, and he believes in 
the democratic principle of consulting the 
people. The Dill is democratic in reg~rd to 
consulting the people as to the formation of 
a pool, but it is not den;ocratic in regard to 
dissolving the pool. I expect the hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba to support the amend
ment. 

Mr. BREXNAN: You must expect nothing 
from me. 

Mr. MORGAX: The Minister has shown 
that he is willing to accept reasonable amend
ments, and the hon. member for 'l'oowoomba 
might make some suggestion whereby some 
provision n;ay be m>:de to enablE_' the farme;s, 
if the pool Js a failure, to brmg about Its 
dissolution. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoornba) : I do not 
think the amendment of the hon. member for 
Dalby is practicable. The Bill contains 
power to enable a pool to be dissolved. 

Mr. MORG.\N: Not by the farmers. 
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Mr. BRENNAX: I do not think the 
Go:·crnment, if a pool is not successful, will 
Il1Slst on the farmers carrying it on. The 
0overnment ha Ye set the ball rolling in the 
mterc,ts of the farmers .. The pool is for 
the purpose of gettmg r1d of the surplus 
produce that is not required for home con. 
sumption. The GoYornment want it to be 
recognised that they have done something 
f?r the producer. They want the buyers out· 
s1de to realise, wl.wn they come to buy, that 
thcoy arc not deahng with a middleman but 
with ono central authoritv. · ' 
. Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Are thcv doing it 
111 connection with the cheese pool? 
. Mr. BRE:\fXAN: They should do it; that 
1s th? obJect. The object of the Bill is· to 
constitute a central authority in the shape 
of. the ~oard, to wh1ch purchasers will sub· 
Hdt then~. rcqnrremcnts, and a rrangcments 
for sale w1ll then be made. 

An OPPOSITION MEliBER: The Bill provides 
that sales can be 1na·dc through one channeL 

:Ylr. BRENNAN: Under the Bill one 
central authority will be recognised as the 
vendors on behalf of the growers. In Siberia 
th ~ farn1crs' associations ha ye intano·ibl~ 
assets _t;> the value of ~300,000,000. ancl tho 
farmo1s produce there IS c>xported throurrh 
ono central authority. " 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS · \Yhore is this-
Russia? · 

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes. Last year they 
exported £4,000,000 worth of hnsced. That 
JS the practice in the most advanced portion 
of th<; farming world, the.J· have the best 
orgarusatton in tho Yi-'Orld there. Everv 
farmer there is bound by the law of the lanJ 
to .sell l_us produC'C through a CE~ntral pool, 
\Ylnch 1s controlled by the f>trmer' of 
S1bena. (Opposition laughter.) You can 
take Manchuria-they arc O)ll'rating a pool 
tlL·rc. 

'Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: \Yho·: 

Mr. BRENKAN: Your countrymen. 
(~aughter.) They are exporting the whole 
o, the1_r produce. there through one central 
authonty. The Jdea of this Bill is to haYe 
o~e central authority dealing "ith the export 
ot surpJu, products. The .:\1inistcr should 
not a:cept the amendment, because, if a 
pool rs not successful, it m a" be discon· 
tinu eel at apy time. " 

Mr. CORSER (Burnrti) : The remarks of 
the hon. member for Too,Yoon1ha brinP' rne 
to rny feet, because I am rnorc convi'ncod 
now of the necossity for the amendment. 
\Vc have heard from the hon. member tl}>tt 
the principles of this Bill arc similar to 
those appertaining to-day in Russia and 
~hina-particularly in Mongolia. If th 1t 
JS the system that the Minister is going 1 c, 
put into this Bill, you will sec the reason 
why we should get away from the Russian 
idea. altogether. It has been aclmitted bv 
the hon. member for Toowoomba that w·,, 
are going to have the Sm·iet s' stem and 
that the Government will take tfw fa;mers' 
produce and use it as they like. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: Don't be silly. 
Mr. CO,RSER: There is no silliness about 

it. \Ve do not want the farmers' products 
controlled in the interests of the Govern
ment, but in the interests of the producers 
themse)ves. If you serve the producer well, 
you w1]l sene the State well; but, if you 
are gomg to look after a particular wc
tion only, then you a.re not doing something 

in the interests of the producer. W c want. 
to cut out the powers of the Governmont 
and the powers of the Minister. \Ve want 
to place the whole thing in the hands of the 
producers concerned, and that is the object 
o! the . amendment. The producer vote• 
h~msclf 1_nto the pool, so what is wrong with 
lnm votmg h1msclf out of the pool if he 
\V ants to .d? so? Circumstances alter cast~s, 
and cond1t10ns change. If conditions alter, 
and the farmers want to get out of a. pool. 
why should they not be allowed to do so if 
they can find better markets outside the 
pool than they can by remaining in? We 
do not want the Government to seize all 
the farmers' produce in a time of strike . 
I hope the Minister will accept the amend
ment. and leave the control in the hands of 
tho prod ucors. The Minister accepted a.n 
am<'l!dment this morning allowing the pl'O· 
ducer to make representations. but he will 
not do it in this instance. Had pressure 
been brought to bear to prevent the hon. 
gentleman from broadening· the measure? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: Wh'tt 
pressure do you suggest? \Vhat You do not 
know about the Bill would !ill a ~volume. 

Mr. CORSER: I hope the Minister will 
broaden the measure by accepting the 
an1cndment. 

Mr. BREN:"JAN (Too1coornba): I do 110t 
want the Opposition to make wild stateme:>ts 
about matters mentioned in this Committee. 
It is already recognised bv the greateet 
authorities in the world 'that the Ali
Russian Fnrmors' Union is not controlled 
b.v the Government. It is purely a matte1· 
oi the farmers' own concern. Thev pool all 
their produce, including wheat ·rye, and 
everything else. ' 

Mr. S!ZER: They pool themselves, too. 
l\1r. BRENNAN: The Ali-Russian 

Farmers' Union has nothing to do with the 
State. This Bill excludes the Government. 
The farmers have full power to deal 
with thc'ir produce and sell through a 
central authority. Hon. members opposite 
appreciate that when they talk communism 
The great big Farmers' Union in Queensland 
is con1munistic, because the farmers C0!1· 
trol their own industry; the State ha.s noth· 
ing to do with it. The State is expressiy 
excluded by a clause in iliis Bill. As the 
farmers control their own affairs, that ie 
communism, and they are getting the h1ll 
nm·ard of their labours. 

:Mr. G. P. BAR:\fES (Warwick): It is 
generally understood that the aim of this Bill 
is to serve t•he man on the land. If that is 
so. the Minister should have no h('"itation 
whatc,oev('r in accepting the amendment. 
Already there is abundant evidence thatl such 

a. provision is essential in the 
[2.30 p.m.] working of pools of this kind. 

At any rate, such evidence is very 
commonly known in districts other than mine, 
and certainlv in my own distric-: The right 
of the producers to express themseh·es regard
ing the formation of a pool is undeniable, 
and surely they should be at liberty to express 
themselves regarding the dissolution of a 
pool. or the l!reaking away from cocditions 
as they exist. It is all very well for some 
of us to imagine that this is in the interests 
of the grower. I calculate that, when we 
get to the next clause, we shall sec that the 
producer is the man who is going to be sacri
ficed-in fact. crucified. If the Minister 
believes what he and other people have said, 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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he will accept the amendment. vVc arc meet
ing \Nith the need for some such provision in 
the case of tlhe wheat pool and the proposed 
maize pool. and it is seen that the men 
opposed to them arc utterly helpless. Already 
in this House I have referred to a meeting 
of farmers in \Varwick, reported in the local 
paper of 3rd Angus·,, last, which came to a 
unanin1ous decision against. the forrr1ation of 
a maize pool. The newspaper report says-

,, :Mr. T. J. Brennan moved-' That 
this meeting of 1naizegrovvcrs enters an 
emphatic protest against the formation 
of a pool, ancl tihat; if carried. the reso
lution be forwarded to the Council of 
Agriculture and the Department of Agri
culture." 

" He described the pool as the most 
disastrous proposition that had ever been 
plac->d before the maizegrowers, ancl 
thought thero 'vas something fi.shy in con
nection with the issue of the ballot
papers. The pool n1ight be a good thing 
for ',\he North. with its torrid climate, but 
it would bo u-seless for the Downs, which 
produced tl1o best clue; oi maize. HP 
,~~as right up against the wheat pool, and 
a pool for rnaize V.'ould be far \vor-sc." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLn:RE : Ho must 
have bcc>n one of your agent,,. 

Mr. G. P. DARNES :-
" Mr. W. Erlandson seconded the 

motion. He said he did not think sen<i
ment should enter into the matter. The 
North could look after itself. but the 
people hero should attend to their own 
interests. Ho was dead against a maize 
pool, as he could see no benefit in it. 
Tbc expenses would be heavy, and, as 
the farmers would have to thresh their 
crop at the one time, the grain would 
de;~eri.arate. '' 

The GHAIR;1.1A:\:: Order ! I would like 
to point out to the hon. member that the 
amendment deals with the dissolution of 
poole. 

:Mr. G. P. DARl'\ES: I thoug-ht I was pro
ducing the exact evidence that the Committee 
"vants. 

Th0 CHAIRYIAl'\: The ho11. member is 
dic-cuesing the formation of a pool. 

Mr. G. 1'. BARNES: I am quoting· that 
as an argurnent 1vhy a proYision should Uc' 
inserted in the Bill to allow the growers to 
express ~:heir opinions. I can go one step 
further, and show how these resolutions arc 
pigeon-holed 'vhon they arc pa~,.,ed on, and 
that, unless there is some authority to deal 
,vith such an expression of opinion, \Ve arc 
going to come to nought. Bdorc ·chc pool is 
oven fanned men are anticipating difficulties. 
If the GoYcrnmcnt are not ready to make 
the provisions which the people rc~uire. what 
is the good of int:roclucing legi:;lation at all? 
In the Warwick nowspapei' of 11th June I 
find the following :-

" REcE~T PROTEST AGAI~ST MAIZE PooL. 
" It will be remembere-d that at a pub

lic meeting of maizcgrowers a protest ·was 
lodged against the formation of a com
pulsory maize pool. This was spnt: to the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock, 
and the Under Secretary replied as fol
lows. under date lOth Aug·ust :-'I desire, 
b:v direction, to acknowfe,dge the receipt 
oi your letter of the 4th instant, 
addressed to my Minister, advising that 

[.Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

the following resolution was carried 
unaniinously at vour rncctin(r on the 3rd 
idcrn :-"That 'this n1ee-ting of rnaize¥ 
growers rcpre-scnta~·ivc of VVar,vick and 
all surrounding districts herebv enter an 
emphatic protut against the, formation 
of a compulsory mr.izc pool." On 16th 
August the following lcLrcr was received 
from the Council of Ag-riculture:-" In 
acknowledging the receipt of vour letter 
of the 4th instant, I am dcsir;,d to s'.,ate 
that the particuhrs furnished therein will 
be referrrd for consideration to the 
CounciL Doubtless you will be furtho1· 
advised. a·~.:, an early dat.e." IVlr. George 
,J. Sm1th, secretarv of the Southern 
Do\vns \VhcatgrowCrs' ..:-\s :Dciation, in
forms us that tbi3 is all the information 
he has had to date.' " 

That is how \,he matter stands, and ver, 
likely it will remain in that position cvcl:
rnore. If there \Ycro a power such as the hon. 
member for Dalbv seeks to hflYe included in 
the Bill, those 'people ould ha ye thPir 
remedy. \Yh <t can be objection to it? 
The real objection must be that \VC arc 
clirectlv on the way to do what the hon. 
mcrnber for Too\voomba referred to and 
\Yhat the Govcr.nnlf'nt or sornc of their fol
lower' haYc in mind-the '''tablishmcnt of 
ono central place to >vhich evervbodv is 
bound by thll law of the land to scncl his 'pro
duce. That is the end to which wo are beinrr 
!eel st~p b,- stop, and that is the vorv thin;;, 
to which nJembers on this sid~~ object . ... I hav~ 
giycn direct evidence of the need of an 
u.n1endment such as has been proposed. and, 
it the ;\Iinietor is really in sympathy with the 
n1en \vhmn lw sa:vs he is trying to scrYc, he 
will without further delay accept it. 

:\1r. \VARREX (J1urrnmba): I fail to see 
how the Minister can sa,,- that the amend
ment can do any harm. The Bill has reallv 
been introduced at the instigation of th-;, 
Southern Fruitgro\vc-rs' Association of Quceiif'
land for the purpose of establishing a banana 
pool; but this Chamber should bo above that 
a' sociation-it should be able to think for 
itself. A few months ago an election of 
directors of that association was held, and 
every 1nan returned \Vas pledgod to a banana 
pooL Yet the growers in lees than six montho 
ha Ye turned a banana pool do" n. 

The SEcHETARY FOR AGRICULT'CRE: You 
know why? 

::\fr. WARREN : I do not. 
The SECRETARY FOR AoREL"LTURE : I \vill 

tell 0-ou why later on. 

Yir. \V ARREN: To mv mind, it was turned 
down because they vere afraid to put their 
fruit in the hands of two 11101, ancl did not 
'L'C sufficiently far into the future to be 
willing to nndertake tbe scheme. Right 
throughout the banana districts, mcetin[\'S 
haYc been called at which different bodies 
of growers have unanimously agTe0d to go 
into the pool. But the sentiment has changed, 
and then' must be some reason which has 
turned the people from the acceptance of 
the pool. Supposing the pool were in opera
tion and so1n' disa..~ter \verc brought on by 
the Board, would it not hP right that the 
grow•'rs should have the pmn'r immediately 
to petition the Minister to give them a chance 
of taking a vote on whether the schern<' should 
go fan>. ard? \V-o are not in the position of 
the clairymPn. Are "e prepared to say that 
we can find men of sufficient business capacity 
to take control of this perishable commodity? 
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While I know and appreciate the wonderful 
'>\"Ork which has been done, there is a capacity 
which can be boug-ht only with experience 
and education. Can we say that we can 
proclucc men capable of handling this big 
proposition? It is the tallest proposition any 
man could take on. It is altogether different 
!'o wh 'at and that sort of thing. \Ve have 
nDt perfected any schen1o for transporting sub
tropical fruits to cold storage. It is reason
able to ask the J\!linister to put sornething 
in the Bill. I cannot understand wh" it 
was not in the original draft. It will. not 
make for fri< ',ion or trouble for the Minister 
or the Board. The l\Iinistor v·onld be wise 
if he inserted this amendment. J\iot only 
would he make the Bill better, but there 
'<\'Ould bn a greater C'hance of people cmning 
into th_· pooL ... A.. great many poop1e think 
that pooling is going to salvo tho problmn 
that tlw farmer is np against. If they knew 
that there was a chance of getting out should 
things not go right, it is more than likely 
that those people ,,,ould give the scheme a 
trial. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \V. 1'\. GilJi.es, Hacham): I do not know 
whether hon. members of the Opposition have 
giyen the matter Yery much thought, I 
want to call attention to some of the we<tk
ne',,;es of the proposal. First of all, I want 
to call attention to the proviso to clause 3, 
which reads-

" Provided that in declarinp; the consti
tution of the Board and thee numhc·r of 
representatives to be chosen the Governor 
in Council shall have due regard to any 
reJH'03L'nta,tions by the g'ro\vors n1aO.o in 
nny petition or memorial to tho ~IIinister 
by thcn1." 

In ;;ending· out ballot-papers, if the Council 
of .\gricctlturo and the Department of Agri
culture thought that oix months or twelYe 
months would be the right thing, we would 
conc,ult the growers who voted at tho ballot 
as to how long the pool ~hould be constitn~-d 
for, sugg·esting six months, one year, 'two 
years, and so on. That is a safe guard. I 
want to show the possibilitir·s of clang ·r 
should this amendment be put into the Bill. 
\Ve all know that after the \Vh<'Qt Pool Act 
was paE\scd thore '' ,_:ro vvhisperor~3 gnd propa
gancbts, probably well paid by those 
interested, \\ho tried to discredit and injure 
the whoa t pool. 'W o know that all over the 
Dow•1s efforts were made by inter·ested people, 
who desired to get cheap wheat, to discredit 
and ]wye the pool abolished, if possible. 
The hon. member for IV m·wick called on me 
in my capacity as Acting Premi:•r and 
actually urged me to do something to enable 
him to g·ot cheaper wheat. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I ga ye good e: id once 
for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member told me that his mill was 
closed cl0\n1 and it would continue to be 
clos·,d, his mon would be unemployed, and 
an in1portant industry woulcJ be strangled 
unlc'3 I induced the ·wheat Board to p;ive 
cheaper wheat. To a question I put to him, 
he had to a.clmit that other mills which were 
cornrwting \,·ith him \VC're able to carry on. 
I pointed out to the hon. member that the 
ono duty of the \Vheat Board was to p;et the 
very bt ,t. price they could for the producers 
of wheat. Of course, we know that the hon. 
wember for Warwick is opposed to pools, 
and that quite a number of other hon. mem-

bers are opposed to ihc principle because it 
interferes with their business ~nd enables 
the farmer to get the full result of his 
industry by presenting a united front to the 
buyers of his product, such as lloui·millers 
an l others. 

\Yith regard to the recent vote on the 
question of a formation of a banana pool, 
the hon. member for .Ylurrumbft says that 
he doec not know why that pror")''t! was 
defeated. He should know. The Council of 
Agriculture advised me that it we, absolutelv 
necessary, in vio·w of the record cron o'f 
betn~Jnas 1-vhich \Yas promising, that a ~pool 
should be created. I pointed out at a mEeting 
of the Council what conditions would be 
laid down, and that it would be necc"''HY to 
pass an Act of Parliament. It v, as poi~Jted 
out to me b0• the re]Hes·entfltivc" of the !Janana 
indu~try at that n1ecting thfl"tl unless the 
vote was taken forthwith and completed 
before the c11d of August, it would bo of no 
us,. I in1n1ediately ga..-e in:~·tructlons \vith
out waitong for the letter from the Council 
of Agriculture, to proceed forthwith to take 
the poll. In loss than a Wc'ek the ballot, 
papr~rs were sent out, the nan1c. bring taken 
from a list suppli d by the Govct·nment 
Statistician. Later on we found that then' 
was quite a nu.mher of grov; rs \vho had 
corne into existence who hacl not registerc·d 
themscivcs as grow·ors and had not re{ ivcd 
ballot-papers. That \Vas n'ctified. Before 
the poll was counted, the s"·c;ctary (Mr. 
Ellison) called on mo and said: VYe wwt 
you to postpone that poll because w ,, w:1nt 
to counteract the influence of agents fron1 
the South, newspapers, and int"rcoted pc'ople 
generally, who arc oppoeccl to the pooling 
sysi ~m, who are opposed to the co-operative 
rnoven1ent, and who re;tlisP that the only 
way to handle the farmer is to keep him 
diYided. New.,paper articles were written. 
Indeed, one paper -,,1·hich circulates very 
hrgcly amongst the fruitgrowers of this 
State-" J\iicko "-came out with a cartoon 
showing an ortopus with the- name Banana 
Pool across the top, and explaining that the 
banana pool rnoa.nt high Palari(-.;, and gener
ally was not in the intereets of t.he grower. 
The executive of the South,, rn QLwensland 
Fruit Grower3' Association asked me to post
pone the poll to enable their members to get 
round amongst tho banana-gro\VC'rs and 
explain the exact position. I said, " I can· 
not do that: the bc1llot-papcrs ha Ye gone ont.. 
and you will have to abide b;- the result," 
After. all, if the farmer' are so indifferent 
or so ignorant of their own \Ycllbeing that 
they arc going t.o allow themselves to be 
O'ull0d bv interesh'd agents or newspaper 
};ropagar;da, and vote agajnst tho creation 
of a pool, the best thing that can happen 
is that the pool should be defe<tted. Interested 
agents from the South came hero and offered 
rcadv cash to the banana-growers. It is 
alwa.vs tempting to a farmer to have ready 
cash offered. That is the reason that the pool 
was turned down. The people who have criti
cisocl and condemned the pooling system 
because, in some cases. thcil' O\YD interests 
were at stake are largely responsible for the 
defeat of that poll. The voting \"as 654 
against the creation of a pool, and 433 in 
favour. 

Mr. J. H. C, RoBERTS: How much did it 
cost to take that poll? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It cost the department £75. The hon. 
member for Warwick made some reference 

Hon. lL N. Gillies.] 
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to what he was pleased to call a maize pool. 
.:-.fo ma1ze pool has been sanctioned. no vote 
has been taken on that specific question. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Thev are fearful that 
a m~ize pool will be form~d, and they have 
notified the hon. gentleman of their objection. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
They are not all fearful of the creation of 
a pool, because 1,589 voted in favour of the 
creation of a pool. There were many other 
questions asked besides whether they were 
in favour of the creation of a pool. They 
were asked to supply the name of the grower, 
the name of the railway station, postal 
address, the crop for 1921-22, the yield per 
a_cre, the quanbty still on hand, the yarie
t!Cs grown, the present condition of the quan
tity on hand, and other questions. In the 
last . question they were asked, " Do you 
cons1der that the present state of matters 
in the industry warrants the establishment 
of a compulsory maize pool controlled by a 
board elected by the growers? " That vote 
has not yet been finalised, but so far 1,589 
growers have voted "Yes" and 1 326 h"'ve 
voted "No" on that last qw:ostion.' Accord· 
ing to the p_rovisions of the Bill, as that vote 
does not g1ve a three-fourths majority in 
favour, there will be no pool at present. 

Mr. SIZER : The prospects, amongst the 
growers, of a maize pool do not look too 
good. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Those particular sections of growers are not 
too favourab~e. Propaganda does not cease 
when a pool IS created. It should be obvious 
to any intelligent farmer, at least, that when 
a pool is crea tee! and a commo-dity is taken 
c-harge of provision will have to be made 
for the storage of that produce. The pooling 
system will not be workable without some 
comprehensive systen1 of storage. _After that 
has been arranged and the whole marketing 
business has been' practically arranged, is 
1t a reasonable thing, because fifty farmers 
are deceived, or the position is misrepreJented 
to them, that they can approach the Govern
ment and demand to have that pool dis
solved? 

Mr. VowLES: To have a ballot. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGGLTURE: 
What will ~t cost? The inquiry we have 
conducted w1th regard to the maize business, 
where we asked for certain figures in a·d-di
tion to asking whether the growers were in 
favour of a maize pool or not, has cost the 
Department of Agriculture so faT £350. 
·would it be a reasonable thino- to return 
members to this Chamber for thr~e years and 
then g1ve fifty electors power to come along 
and say, " vVe are not satisfied; WO want a 
further poll taken" ? 

Mr. VoWLES: It would be a yery good 
thing if we could have the powH of recall. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I want to point out the danger there would 
be if a provision to that effect were inserted 
in the Bill. I emphasise again that the 
growers will have the right to say whether 
the pool shall be for twelve months, two 
years, or three yeaTs. vVhen once a pool is 
sancti01_1ed and the J?achinery for pooling, 
marketmg, and financing has been created is 
it. fair that fifty disgruntled growers, ~ho 
m1ght be hoodwinked by interested people, 
as has been attempted in connection with the 

[Hon. VV. 1Y. Gillies. 

wheat pool, should be able to ask for a 
further ballot, which probably would cost 
£300 or £400? What is the object of bring
ing in this Bill? Is it to cause friction 
between myself and the farmers? It is to 
assist them, and to meet their wishes. I 
think I can safely say that, if the Bill 
proves to be so objectionable that fifty or 
even a dozen farmers make representations 
to me, I will inquire fully into the matter 
with a view to exercising my powers under 
the Bill, which I can do at the present 
time. I think the amendment is unreason
able, because it will allow fifty growers the 
right to demand a poll, and the majority 
of them can upset the pooling system. The 
Bill provides that a three-fourths majority 
is necessary to create a pool. In face of all 
the circumstances, there is no necessity fm· 
the amendment. 

Mr. WARREN (Jhtrrurnba): I feel quite 
sure the Minister is sincere in his statement 
that the people suffered because of the news
paper propaganda. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I said 
that the newspapers assisted. The interested 
agents were responsible for most of the 
trouble. 

Mr. WARREN: I do not think many of 
the Southern people interested themselves in 
the matter. I wanted to get the views of 
other people, and I spoke to several Brisbane 
agents on the matter, and they seemed to 
be very indifferent. The first thing they 
asked me was, would the vote for the banana 
pool be carried. At first I thought that it 
would be. When the Southern Queensland 
Fruitgrowers' Association sent me to Mel
bourne to investigate their business there, I 
came to the conclusion that something would 
haYe to be done in the way of having a more 
uniform sample of fruit, so that it would be 
more attractive in the Victorian market. 
The Southern growers, particularly the Tas
manian growers, have a fruit standard con
trolled by the big co-operative companies. 
It was an absolute disgrace to see the fruit 
from my electorate on the Southern markets. 
I took the trouble to get the names from 
some of the cases, and I found that people 
in my electorate of long standing were send
ing their fruit to Melbourne in a disgraceful 
condition. I think it was because of my 
visit to Melbourne that the pooling scheme 
originated. I believe that pooling is only 
a temporary arrangement, and I havo done 
nothing in my electorate, either publicly or 
privately, to encourage such a system, or to 
assist Mr. Nicklin. There is only one centre 
in the Mm·rumba electorate where there is 
any organisation againct this system, and 
that is at Palmwoods. If the Primary Pro
ducers' Organisation Act had been in opera
tion the formation of a banana pool would 
ha v~ been carried by a majority of 85 per 
cent. There is need for some further pro
Yision in the Bill, and I am sorry that the 
Ji.finister does not see his way clear to accept 

the amendment. I can assure 
[3 p.m.] the hon. gentleman, from my 

knowledge of the growers, that 
they would be more inclined to go into a 
pool if they knew there was a way out than 
they would if their hands were tied. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Dra,yton): We should 
go very c-;trefully in connection with these 
matters. Had it not been for the attitnde 
that the Country party took up in connec
tion with the Cheese Pool Bill we would 
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probably have had a state of things whic.h 
would have resulted m the loss of thousands 
<:f pounds to the producers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE· Wa, 
the Che0c,e Pool a success? . 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Not alto~ether 
The SECRET.\RY FOR AGRICcLTG;E: vVho"c' 

-fault was that? 

Mr. BEBBINGT9N: I am not going to 
say whose fault 1t was, but th<:> Cheese 
Nl:a;mfacturers' Association man<Lged the 
huSll>es_s better than the Cheese Pool is 
managmg It to-day. If the Cheese Pool Bill 
had been pa,·ed as the Minister introduced 
1t mto this Chamber, we would have had 
one of the grcatc3t calamities that eyer 
befell the cheese industry. If that dauGo 
had been retained which compelled every 
factory to send 1·c·s ch<;ese to the pool and the 
pool could not sell it, what would have hap
perH;d? They could ·not sell it. I ask the 
1\f1mstor what would have lHLppened if he 
l1ad a compulsm·y fruit pool, and eYe!'\' 
grower v~as roinpclled to send his fruit intO 
the [Jool, and the managers of the pool knew 
noth11~g about selling it? What ould they 
,Jo w1t.h . 1t? How would they pay i.he 
gTowors 1f they could not sell the fruit? 
.rh at is the difficulty. The big difficultv is 
tn ;;_,et busine~,,~ men 'vho can n1a.nage ~the 
business. 

_The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTcRE: I agme 
w1th you there. 

Ivir. BEBBINqTO~: If we are compelled 
to send everythmg: mto the pool, then it 
will be a Yery senous menace. If there 1s 

to be a way in, there should. certainly be a 
way out. The hon. member for ;\Iurrumb>L 
,, tys t.hat he is quite certain of a pool being 
formed If the producers could see a way 
out, but, 1f they haYe to go into a pool and 
: "1.~1 sf'c no wa.Y out, they arc not going to 
JOlll the pool, <·specially if they have to sencl 
thmr produce t() be handled bv men wl1o 
know nothing ·;,bout the bnsin'ess. The're 
JB always the risk of electing men to the 
board who do not understand the business. 
'These things have to be handled very care· 
full;:, and I would advise the 1\iinistPr t,, 
Inake provision for a way out. , 

Mr .. MOORE (A1tbigny): It is absolutelv 
·CSsential that the people who ~o into a nool 
':ithont fully understanding it beforehand 
should ha Ye a method of getting out, and 
I e::nnot understand the attitude of the 
:Wnnstm· on this matter. v'l e know that the 
La hour party during the first two or three 
years they \vere in power introduced on 
several occasions a Popular Initiative and 
Referendum Bill, bnt the Upper House threw 
it out. Kow, on a question of vital import~ 
a:1ce, the hon. gentleman will not agree to 
give the. grmYers ":ho go into a pool an 
opportumty of gettmg out. If a pool is 
found to be unsatisfactory, the gro\\ ers 
should have the right to take a Yote as to 
whdhcr the pool should be continued or not. 

!\1\- GLEDSON: They have the right to s.cy 
whct.ncl' the pool shall contmue for three 
months, six months, or twelYe months. 

Mr. :\IOORE: If thev decide that it sho.ll 
continue for twelve months, and after six 
months thev find that it is unsatisfactorY. 
why should they not have the· right io 
abolish. it? . W.hy should they be compelled 
to contmue It longer than is necessary? The 

loss is going to be their own; it 1s not gom;; 
to be a Government loss. The Minister IS 
acting as though it was going to be a 
Government loss. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTGRE: We are 
the trustees of the people. 

Mr. MOORE: If a pool is unsatisfactory, 
the growers should have the opportunity of 
selling their produce outside the pool. 1 t 
should be for the people w,ho own the pro
duce to say whether they will accept the lac'> 
in the first place, or whether they will con
tinue the pool and incur a greater loss in 
the future. There is no liability on the 
Government. 

Mr. GLEDSOx: There is a liabiJit,, on the 
Government to pass a workable )3ill~ 

Mr. MOORE : There is a liability on the 
GoYt'rl1n1ent to give tho prcducers freedo111 
of action; and, if they find the pool is 
unsatisfactorv and they arc losin~ monev 
over it, it is' the duty of the Gover';;ment to 
make proYision for them to sell outside the 
pool if they so wish. \Ve ''ant to o-ive them 
an opportunity to protect themselves, and, 
1f they find themselves in a position that is 
intolerable, I do not ,eo any reason why tht•v 
should not be given that opportunity. ' 

:Wr. SIZER (T1tndah): I cannot undar
stand the Minister's position in regard t0 
this amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTcRE: Then it 
i~ due to dullner.s on your part, bPcause I 
made my position very clear. 

Mr. SI7:ER: It is the viewpoint of th8 
J\,finister that I cannot understand. 1'he 
principle of the Bill is that it should be 
purely farmers' control. 'l'he Bill provides 
that. if fifty grow0rs send in a petition 
asking for a pool, a ballot will be taken, 
and, if a majority of the growers desire it, 
a pool will be created. If they after>va,·ds 
find that their scheme has gone astra v, thoro 
should be some means \Yhcreby they c'ln 
'vind up the business. Everyone enters a 
concern full of hope and confidence, but 
thing' go wrong, and the object of everyone, 
immediately they cannot see daylight ahertd, 
is to stop the loss. That is exactly the posi
tion we want to put the primary producers 
in nnder this Bill. They will go into th0 
pool with ewrv belief that it will be of 
benefit to them'; but experience has taught 
11s that some of these pools go astray-that 
is, they do not come up to the ideals of 
those who formed them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: vVhat 
pools do you refer to? 

Mr. SIZER: The cheese pool ha, not bo~n 
the success which was anticipated. I am 
giycn to understand that a large sum of 
monev has been lost bv the farmers in 
connection with that pool. Is it not 
rf'asonable to infer tl1at, if the fan11ers are 
suffering a loss in ronnection with a pool. 
they may wish to end it. and thev should be 
able to decide the question by a ballot. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGRICTTLTURE: Cannot 
they do that nov under the Bill? 

Mr. SI?:F;R: I do not know; but if thev 
can do it now, there is no harm' in the 
J\Ilni~tor af'reptinz the an1cndment. No 
doubt the Min!ster has the power, if the 
farmers go to hm1 and ask him to terminate 

Mr. Sizer.] 



1550 Primary P1·oducts [ASSEMBLY.] Pools Bill. 

lhe pool, LO take that action; but it is 
entirely !n his discretion. Although the 
JYI!mstcr 1s sympathetic at the present time, 
thoro may bo an occasion when he will no' 
see eye to eye with the growers. Ho will 
not .be s~fforing any financial loos by the 
contmuatlon of the pool; and, looking at 
the matter from an academical point of 
view, he may want to see it continued; but 
the men 'I ho arc suffering a loss will desire 
to see the pool ended a" soon as possible. 
L it not 1ca·.onable that provision should 
be made so that the primary producers 
iutorcsted mav be able to terminate the 
pool if the:) s~ desire? We are only asking 
for what anybody in any other concern vcould 
a,~'.k for undnT sin1ilar circunL:tanccs. I can
not understand what the :Minister's objection 
to the amendment can be. as thoro is nothing 
t0 be lost by his accepting it. If a pool is 
a succe::;s, no one will want to discontinue it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTURE: I 
explained to you that it would cause those 
who are injured-the middlemen-to be 
ah\ uys up against it. 

1\lr. SIZER: I do not think tho Minister 
i,; serious in that statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGmcuLTUHE: I am. 

Mr. SIZER,: Xo ono will sav that the 
farmers of Queem·land caet be easily taken 
dG\Vll. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE: Do vou 
k"ow anything about the farmers'! · 

:Mr. SIZER: My cxporionco is that they 
are as cute a.s other p(~oplc. rrhcy n1ay 
appca~ to be sunplc, but they geuerally get. 
there m the end, >tnd those who trv to trick 
them fall in. · 

Mr. BEBBI:;;GTOx: The Government arc 
going to fall in, too. 

Mr. SIZER: The farmers arc not so ea,ily 
led now, after the experience in conne('tioll 
;~-ith the banana pool and tho maize pool. 
Tlw lvlinister .,,.;ill not seriously suggc~":t that 
so1noone V,'ho happened to be Intcrc-·ted 
would go around and get the consent of the 
primar;t producers to do awa:-- with the pool 
m the mtero2ts of that individual and against 
lhoir own inter< ,ts. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Have 
you over lutd anything to do with the forma
tion of a -::~o-oporativc cornpanv vvhcre tl1ere 
ivas undue influence used? "' 

Mr. SIZER: No one will say that the 
farmers 'vould be foolich enouo:h to allow 
any individual to do that ai'ainst their 
iHterc.sts. If the pool was a success they 
vnll wrsh to continue it; but. if it is a 
failure, they should ha\10 the power to 
die 'olve it. These loopholes in tho measure 
ar?use a. certain an1ount of suspicion in tho 
mmds of the farmers. The farmers will not 
take too kindly to some of tho n'marks of 
iht• hon. member for Toowoomba, par
ticularly when he referred to the fact that 
this is a. COITlll1UDistic 1110\'0. rrhe fannin<r 
con1tnunity is up again-_t communisn1. Pe1~ 
sonally, I do not think v·ery much g·ood will 
come out of tl1e Bill, but we arc here to 
make the bc•t we tpo· sihly c.· n of the 
measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRIC'l:LTURE: You are 
here to obstruct. You want to kt. 'I' on 
talking all the afternoon. 

[Jlr. Sizer. 

Mr. SIZER: I am prepared to give these 
pools a trial; but, if the Minister will not 
allow the farmers to terminate the uools 
when they are a failure, it will crcn:-te a 
~uspicion in their minds, espcciallv when 've· 
have the hon. member for Toowoornba saying 
that this is a co1nn1unistic niovc. I hope 
that the Minister will see· his wa v ciear to 
accept tho ltmendment. · 

Mr. VO'IVLES (IJalby) : I am not satisfied 
with the reasons given by the ;\iinistor for 
hie refu .a! to accept the amcEdment. \V o 
cla.im that, if men arc forced i11to e. pool 
against their inclinations by the vote .. , of 
others in the same industry, they should at 
any subsequent time have the right to have a. 
ballot taken to emtble them, if po,ible, to 
b<e relieved from the responsibility, or for 
the purpose of ending the pool that has been 
entered into. The Minister told us that all 
the power which is necessary is in the Bill 
o,h·eady, as subclause (5) of clause 3 prov-ides 
tnat-

" Any such Order in Council may b& 
rescinded or amended by a eubsequent 
Order in Council." 

He has told us that, if the occasion arose, he 
could slip into the breach and put an end 
b a pooL if it was undesirable to continu& 
i'. His argument was that it might be 
impossible, where a pool had been entered 
into for a definite term, to clear it up and 
get rid of the stocks on hand at once. If a 
pool was badly handled and became a losing 
concern, and it was desirable that it should 
be dissolv-ed, the Minister says that he can 
·. trp in under those conditions and dissolve· 
it; but he would have to face all the 
inronyonienco he spoke about in conn~ction 
,,-ith getting rid of a pool. I sec no 
difference between the v-oice of the persons 
primarily interested and the v-oice of the 
Minister. 

Mr. BEBBixGTOX: They hav-e to bear the 
loss. ~ 

Mr. VOWLES: Thev have to bear the !os& 
in any case. There is a sugt;cstion that, if 
thjs pol'vc:r \Yere given, as soon a.s- a pool 
was entered intJ members of the Oppositio1, 
and other indiv-iduals would go round the 
country whispo1·ing and tr:·\'ing to undo the
pool. \Yhy should we try to undo a pool? 

The SECRETARY FOR _\GRICl:LTril£: I did not 
sug-ge-,t your party would do it. 

~Hr. VOWLES: The veelcd interests, I 
think the hon. gentleman said. \Yhy shonld 
vested interests influence the protluccr . The 
fnnncr \vill tako everything into considera~ 
tion before he enters into a vool. Does the· 
Ministc'' m< :tn to tell me that outside 
interests which he is trying to blame are the 
enemie, of the farmer, and that. millers and 
oth<'l'o are going to do something to induce 
hin1 to go against his own intercds? The 
pmition is rather remarkable. As the Bill 
has been introduced in the intnhts of the· 
primary p,·oducer, the lviinistcr should tako 
him into his confidence. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT1"RE: If three
fourths of the primary producers agree to 
enter into a contract by their votes whv 
should they repudiate thci r c~nb·act '.' · 

:Mr. VO'IYLES: The nPjorit.;· are binning 
the rninQrity; but the minority 1nav beconl& 
the majority. and they should hn.Ye an oppor
t mity of making representations later on. 
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Question-That the words proposed to be 
added to clause 4 (1lfr. Vo1Cle.s's amendmtnt) 
be so added-put ; and the Committee 
divided-

In di visjon, 
The PRE~1IER 1Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chil/ayoe): I declare that, in addition to 
voting in my own right, I vote for the 
"Noes." as proxy for Messrs. Coyne, Gilday, 
and McCormack. 

Mr. Appel 
, Bn.rnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, \V. H. 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
Brand 
Cattermull 

, Obyton 
Corsrr 
Oostello 
Dencon 
Edwards 

, Elphinstone 
Fletcher 

., Fry 
Green 

, Jones, J. 

AYES, 33. 
Mr. Kcrr 

, King 
, JUacgrrgor 

~1 a.x1vell 
l\Ioore 
M organ 
)/ott 
Petersou 
PetriP 

,. Hoberts, .T. H. C. 
, Hobcrts, T. H. 

Sizer 
, Swayne 
,, Taylor 

\-owles 
\Yarren 

Tellers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Deacon. 

NoEs. 36. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Huxham 

Bertram , .Tones, A. J. 
Brennan I,and 
Bulcock , Larcombe 
Collins McOormack {Proxy) 

, Conroy l\fullan 
Cooper, F. A. , Paync 
Cooper. W. Pease 
Coyne (Proxy) Pollock 
Dash Riordan 
Dunstan , Ryan 
Ferricks Smith 
FoleY , 8topford 
Forcfe Theodore 
Gild ay !Proxy) W oir 
Gillies ., Wellington 
Gledson i"filson 
Hartley \Yinsbtnley 
Tellers: Mr. Brennan and Mr. Tlyan. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Clause 4 put and pa<csed. 
Clause 5-" Powers of Roarcl"-

Mr . .J. H. C. ROBERTS (PittRJrorth): I 
tak0 exception to subclause (iii.), which 
reads-

" The Board may-
As far as practicable. provide the 

commodity for consumption in Queens
lan?, and for its supply during any 
period of shortage to those places 
within Queensland wherein a shortage 
is experienced." 

I also draw attention to subclause (4) of 
clause 3, which reacls-

"Any such Order in Council maY be of 
lirriited duration or may be mad'e with 
respect only to certain specified localities 
or districts of Queensland." 

I dra1\ the attention of the Minister to the 
fact that a commodity may bo grown in a par
ticular district for which a pool is formed. 
but there may be another part of Queensland 
where there is no pool. Are tbe producers 
in the districts where there is no pool to be 
allowed to send their commodity out of the 
State in order to get a better 'market? It 
seems to m< that this clause io ill-conceived 
and unwise. In my opinion the producer 
is going to be sacrificed if wo allow this 
clause to stand as it i.o. It is quite possible 

for a butter pool to bo formed between 
Brisbane and the Darling Downs without 
including the Darling Downs. There may 
not be a. pool for butter on the Darling 
Downs at the time, and it is possible for 
those below the Range to be subject to this 
clause, which states that their first duty is 
to supply the requirements of the consumers 
in Queensland, if there is any shortage. 

Tho SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE: Where 
do you find the words "first duty." 

Mr . .J. H. C. ROBERTS: The clause says, 
"As far as practicable." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: That is 
a ver;;' different thing. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The fact remains 
that in years gone by this Governrr;ent 
refused to allow the producers to send their 
meat and butter out of the State, and 
what happened previously might possibly 
happen a.gain. I do not want to b9 antagon
istic to the Minister, and I do not want 

the Minister to be antagonistic 
[3.30 p.m.] to me; but I want the hon . 

gentleman to realise that this 
requires consideration, 0specially if he rP'\ds 
the two subclauses which I have just quoted. 
I take it that the subclause that I am dis
cussing is more or less safeguarded by sub
clause (3) of clause 11-

" Nothing in this section shall apply 
to a commodity the subject of an inter
state contract." 

Suppose that a pool has been formed to 
control butter, and a company on the Dmvns 
has entered into a COitltract to supply butter 
to a firm in New South Wales for twelve 
months at a price which the directors con
sidered eminently fair at the time, I take 
it that, if that contract has been duly signed 
and sealed, the company cannot be called 
upon to place its product within the juris
diction of the pool. 

It appears to me that this clause is ill
conceived. Sectional organisations can have 
pools formed. There may be a maize pool on 
the Downs, but no maize pool in the Burnett. 
There may be a butter pool on the Downs, 
hut none below the range. Under certain 
conditiou.s ono section will be allowed to send 
its butter outside Queensland, whereas under 
tho pool it will bo the duty of the producers 
to supply the consumers of Queensland with 
all the butter they require at a price which 
I presume will be fixed bv tho Commissioner 
of Prices. Either the 'Ministpr will have to 
allow those producers who have not asked 
for a pool to send their produce out of the 
State. or clso commandeer it, because the 
Bill does not allow him to bring them com
pulsorily under its provisions. Under those 
conditions ono section will get better prices 
than the other section under the pooling 
sy.ste1n. I am not going to move an ainend
mcnt, bnt I suggest that the Minieter should 
dcle>te thP clause and substitute something 
which will not cause hardship or ask the 
farmers to sacrifice themselves for the benefit 
of somebody else. No hon. member on the 
other side will deny that in years gone by 
primary producers have been cflllod upon to 
make great sacrifices for the people of the 
State, and it appears to me that we are still 
going to be asked to make as great sacrifices 
in the future. vVe believe that we should 
have a free opportunity to market our .stuff 
within the Commonwealth without any 
harnpcring regulations, because, after al1, the 
wage of the man who produces butter is the 

111r. J. H. G. Roberts.] 
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price he gets for it; the wage of the man. 
who produces wheat or maize is the price he 
gPts for it; and why should he not he 
allowed to get as much for his time and 
labour as anybody else in the State? Why 
should he be called upon to snll his product 
at a price below Australian parity when it 
is found that there is a shortage? 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: That is, giye him the 
full result of his labour? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I think the hon. 
member for Bremer will agree that we should 
give him the full result of his labour. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: For all m on? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The difference 
betwEen tbc men I represent and those the 
hon. member represents is that the farmer 
has to giYo of his very best all the day, 
whilst the men the hon. member represents 
will not giye the very best that is in them. 
bocaus~ their efficiency is regulated by that 
of the worst man in the gang·. (GoYernmcnt 
dissent.) 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~F< That is not 
tru(~. 

::\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is true. and 
vou know it. The slowest man m the gang 
is the man who sets the pace. 

A GO\'ERXME;o;;T MniBER : Rot ~ 

JUr. I-IARTLEY: How is it you do not set 
the pace here? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister 
knows as well as I do that the farmer is the 
one man in Australia to,day who cannot 
afford to have any " go slow" in hin1. He 
ha> got to keep on working all the time. 
Only the other day we heard the hon. rnom, 
ber for Fituoy giving a dissertation on the 
text that the "cow cocky" required to have 
a school right at the gate of hi.s cowyard, 
because he fi·nds that under Labour rule it is 
so difficult for him to mak0 a living that 
very often he ha,s to keep gojng for twenty
four hours a day. (Government intorrup 
tion.) I sincerely hope that the Ministe:· 
will realise before it is too late th.1t Hndu
this subclause of clause 5 it is possible that 
great injustice may be done to the producers 
of foodstuiTs in ·this State. I think I am 
right in presuming that the principal pooling· 
will be done in connection with foodstuffs. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You wore most interested m 
canary flecd.~ 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If vou wore to 
pool a crowd like the hon. member for Fitz
roy--

The CHAIRMA::\': Order! 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Yell. let him 
stop talking about canary seed. I am on 
this job. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! I 
hope the hon. member will rf"·ume his seat 
when the Chairman calls " Order 1" l\Iav I 
respectfully Jloint out to the hon. member 
that he wiil get on better if ho ignores inter
jections. 

Mr. ,J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is difficult to 
do so if there are canaries chirping all round 
the Chamber. (Laughter.) To get right back 
to solid fact, I want the ~-linister to realise 
that the Government are going to have no 
control over the man who does not pool his 
stuff, except per medium of the Commissioner 
of Prices. unless they commandeer the pro
duct outside the pool under the Sugar Acqui-

[Mt'. J. H. C. Roberts. 

sition A<'t; and, if that is done, the necessity 
for this Bill ceases to exist. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
to discuss clause 5. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : I am discussing 
clause 5. It is the desire of every hon. 
mcmher on this side to soo that clause 5 is so 
wordt:d that it will be a fair law for all sec
tions of the community. Subclause (iii.) of 
the clause, compared with subclause (iv.), 
appears to be contradictory. \Ve find later 
on that subclause (iii.) of clause 11 provides-

" Nothing in this section shall apply to 
a commodity the subject of an interstate 
contract." 

\Vhat does "an intcrotate contract " mean? 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: \\'here 
do vou find anv reference to interstate con· 
trac.ts in dause · 5? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister 
has rep0atedly told us that we could not 
prevent Southern wheat coming into Queens
land, because it would be a restraint of 
trade. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'What do 
you propose to do ? 

~1r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do not pro
pose to do anything. It is up to the 
::11inister to say what should be done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Should 
I repeal the Commonwealth Constitution? 

2.1r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not asking 
that at all. It seems to me that the Minister 
has got himself into a position out of which 
he does not know how to get. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't 
you believe it. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do believe it. 
The 1iinister has either to commandeer under 
the Sugar Acquisition Act the butter, cheese, 
or any other commndity which remains out
side the pool, and prevent its export outside 
Queensland, or set the Commissioner of Prices 
to work to fix the prices of the commodity 
outside the pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhich 
course do you recommend"! 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS': I xccommend 
that the Minister withdraw this clause 11nd 
go more fully into the matter. \V c should 
realise the danger there is in it. It would 
pay the men who have made a profession ?f 
growing lucerne below the Range at Harns
ville-whcrc they produce probably the best 
lucerne in Queensland-to ask for a lucerne 
pool. It would not be so on the Downs ; we 
would never ·dream of asking for a lucerne 
pool. Supposing we had a pool below the 
Range and none aboYe the Range, we on the 
Downs could send our lucerne into New 
South \Yales if there was a shortage of 
lucerne there, and ask the l\finister to see 
that the lucerne grown below the Range was 
retained in Queensland and sold to us at a 
price which would enable us to feed our 
etock on it. 'l'he whole clause leads me to 
believe that this is nothing more or less than 
a direct threat-that even under the pooling 
system we are not to be allowed to get for 
ourselves all that there is in the commodity 
which we are producing. It 'oems to me to 
be contra-dictory in every way. I hope that 
the Minister will withdraw the clause and 
recommit it a little later on. 
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Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I have an amend
ment circulated for the deletion of this 
<Clause. I cannot understand the necessity 
for it. The Board is to have certain powers. 
It m a v sell, or arrange for the sale of, a 
comm~ditv and do certain other actions; and 
in particul~r, without limiting the _gener:"lity 
-of their powers, they may do speCific thmgs, 
one of which io-

" (iii.) As far as practicable, provide 
the commoditv for consumption in Queens
land, and for its supply during any 
perio-d of shortage to those places within 
Quce•nsla.nd wherein a shortage is experi
ence-d.:' 

There is no question that the Bill is full 
of contradictions. \V c arc told in one portion 
that local pools may be created. It is quite 
possible fot· ono section of the producers to 
have their commodities controlled by a pool, 
and cxactlv the r:cme cl a ss of commodity 
-grown in o'ther places not to be controlled. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is 
not likely to take place; the pool will apply 
to the whole State. 

lUr. VOWLES: It is all right so long as 
we understand that the pools will be general; 
but the Bill makes provision for local pools. 

The SECRETARY FOR AcmrcuLTURE: Don't 
you think it is wise to have that provision? 

Mr. YO\VLES: Consider the areas below 
the Range referred to by the hon. member for 
Pittsworth. At pretty well any time they 
could have a pool. I understand that 
lucerne was fetching something like £12 a 
ton in Brisbane up to a few -da0 s ago before 
the rain. All that was coming from ono 
luckily situated district, which has been 
.fortunate so far as rain is concerned. Up 
in my district, where there is a big shortage, 
you would not exJWct the Bill to applv. It 
must he realis<xl that the Bill is slight!}' 
different to -,:·hat it was when we first got it. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Subclauso 
(iv.). read in conjunction with subclause (iii.), 
nHlko.3 a. big ·difference. 

:\I1·. VOWLBS: We are in the position 
now that the Bill provide" that the Board 
shall be elected. and therefore the men on 
the Board "ill be direct representatives of 
the indu· try, and we can expect better con
sideration and more business abilitv in the 
management of the pool. But under this 
dause it seems to me that if a pool is in 
t-xistence and the Board takes advantage of 
the power giYcll there, they nla~~ not be acting 
in the best intcre,ts of the producers who 
are interested in that pool, because they will 
be simply getting a minimum price through
out the whole area for the commodity in 
quE":tion. I understand that it is customary 
in unne commodities to storo up during the 
plentiful portion of the year so as to have 
stocks on hand for local consumption, when, 
in the ordinary course, thero will be a short
age. That is ordinary business; it is done 
tor the purpo"e of getting a goo-d, not a low, 
price. You arc not going to flood tho market 
with your commodity when it is in abund
ance; ~'OU arc going to put it in storage, so 
that. >Yhen there is a shortage, you arc going 
to get a reasonable price for it so as to give 
~-ou a decent average for your commodity 
throughout the whole year. 

Mr. BRE~XA~: How many farmers can 
afford to hang on until the high price comes? 

Mr. VOWLES: If we are going to have 
storage throughout Queensland for all the 
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produce in order to look for high prices 
only, we will be going back to tho times 
when everything was carried over from year 
to year. 

Mr. BRENNAN: If the farmers could do as 
you say they can, there would be no necessity 
for a pool. 

Mr. VOWLES: I sincerely trust that the 
hon. member will not be mad" one of the 
directors of one of these pools. He has given 
us so much information about silos that we 
have como to the conclusion that his opinion 
is not of much value. 

I would like to know from the Minister 
what is the object of that subclause. It is 
not a mandatory provision. Certainly the 
Board must have statutory powers, but what 
is the object of giving them statutory powers 
such as are contained here? Subclause (iii.) 
reads-

" As far as practicable provide the com
modity for consumption in Queensland " 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: At a minimum price? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, it is going to be at a 
minimum price all the time. 

The SErRET.\RY POll AGIUCtTLTURE : \Vhere is 
there any reference to a n1iulmum price: 

Mr. VO\YLES: That is what the effect 
will be. 

Tbo SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Xo. Does 
the hon. gcntlc1nan not, think that it is a 
reaso11able thing that Queenslanders should 
have some of their own produce at the sam2 
price? 

::Ylr. VOWLES : Of course, they should gd 
some of it; but we have also got to deal 
with ihre question of contracts for supplies 
'to the South. \Yhat is the effect going to 
be ·when in many cases a la1·go proportion 
of the produce is subject to intPrstate con
tracts? It is all very well to say that 
Quecnslanders should hrwe a proportion of 
the produce grown in QuN'llsland; but I 
certainly think that, if they are going to 
haYe it, they should pay a r:'nsonable price 
for it. Now that tlw management of the 
Board is to be different from what was 
originally intended I am much more con
tented, b~causc the people .,-ill he controlling 
the procluc •, and it will be thPir function to 
say whether these powers shall be exercised. 
Thcv will be the directly elected reprPsenta
tiveS of the gr·owers, ai1d therefor-e \\ e can 
trust them. 

The SRCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillics, Ear!wrn): Both the 
leackr of the Opposition and the hon. member 
for Pittsworth assume that the policy will 
be that district boards will be created in 
different part; of the State. and that one 
board will supr)ly con1moditics to another 
part of the Sbtc. The leader of the Oppo
sition \vent so far as to suggost a minimnn1 
price. Subclans ·s (iii.) and (iv.) aro ycry 
clear and really need no explanation. They 
state-

" The Board may 
(iii.) As far as practicable 1-'ro.-ide 

the commodih- for consumptwn m 
Queensland, and for its supply during 
any period of shortage to those plac~s 
within Queensland wherein a shortage 
is c'Cpcrienced; and 

(iv.) Make such arrangm110nts as they 
deem necessary with reg·ard to sales of 
the commodity for export or for con-

Hon. W, N. Gillies.] 
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signn1cnt to other countriL~s or States: 
for the purposes of this provision a 
sale of the commodity for ovm·sea 
ships' stores shall be deemed to be a 
sale for export." 

Thcr:~ is no suggestion that the price for the 
commodity controlled by a Board should be 
le" than what the Board can get in the 
world's market. Several hon. memb0rs oppo. 
site, particularly members of the National
ist pRrty, have condemned this Bill, bccauw 
th · Board might be so constituted that it 
would send practically all the produce that 
it controlled out of the State, to the detri
ment of Queensland, The hon. member for 
Nundah suggested that the consumero should, 
by a petition, be able to hav" th,,ir rights 
presencd and conserved. Tho Bill only 
makes a sugge .. tion, which, I think, is a 
verT wise one. The bon. member for Pitts
\VOl:tb, whom the " Daily Standard " refers 
to as suffL•ring from verbal diarrbCEa, pointed 
out all tho possibilities that may occur if the 
subclauses (iii.) and (iv.) are left in the Bill. 
It would probably be b tter for the people 
in his electorate if he paid more attention 
to the clauses in the Bill. IIc cnrtainly w-ill 
not have anv electorate after the next. election, 
btcame of the wav he behaves in this Cham
ber. It behovec' ever.v now member to pay 
great attention to any Bill, vcrbaps going 
so far as to consult the Parliamentary 
Draftsman to find out vvhat it really mr,ans 
before g·etting up and talking all round the 
compa,,s about possible dangers. This same 
ptovision is contained in the Cheese Pool 
Act, and there has been no injury to the 
primary produc0rs of this State because of 
that. There is no compulswn: It IS only 
a Sll"'"'estion to the Board, and in my opinion 
it i;n a very patriotic suggestion that the 
p ople of Ciueensland should be considered 
before produce is exported. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): l\otwith
'3ta.nding what the Minister has said, I agree 
with the leader of the Opposition that this 
clause is r11oro or less ambiguous. It is hard 
to ascertain >~·hat is the real moaning of the 
subclausc. Subclauses (iii.) and (iv.) should 
be read in conjunction. Subdauso (iii.) deals 
with commodities for local consumption and 
subclause (iv.) with commodities for export 
overseas. I think it wonld be better if 
subclausc (iii.) were d:letcd ai~d subclause 
(iv.) amended by Imcrtmg. on !me 39. after 
the word "comrnodit:v," the words" for local 
consumption in Queensland." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WWS: All those 
powers are contain<'d in the first subclausr. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Then delete subclause 
(iv.) also. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Cut the Bill out altogether! 

Mr. FLETCHER : There is no need to do 
that. The power' arc very wide. The hvo 
subclause" are rea!l;, superfluous. I defy any
ono to understand the meaning of subclause 
(iii.) I do not know whether it is intended 
that foddor shall come under the op0rations 
of the Bill. The Bill certainly gives power 
to deal with fodder. Subclause (iii.) makes 
it possible to store fodder for use during 
drought periods. If you are going to con
serve fodder during good seasons for use 
during bad seasons, you will require to base 
a special Bill altogether, and I believe power 
is o-iven under the Primary Producers' Orga
nis7,tion Act to set up machinery to deal with 
the conservation of fodder. Po,siblv it is 
intended that the provisions of this Bill will 
oe utilised to effect a drought-resisting 
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scheme, and if that is done, there is surely 
going to be trouble. I bopo the Minister will 
delete the two subclauses, or delete (iii.) and 
amend (iv.) to give the Board power to deal 
with commodities for local consumption. I 
ddy the Minister to explain the re;tl meanino· 
of subclause (iii.) He got up to explain i~ 
be1t hon. members were just as vcise Y>hcn 
h_; sat do\vn a8 vYhcn he rose. It is not 
right that the Bill should bo pushed through 
in this way. From my study of the Bill I 
say there arc sufficient powers in the Bill 
without these two subclauses. 

Mr. BREKNAN (Toowoomba): The 
leader of the Opposition has referred to the 
fact that the farmcr·s who are in a position 
to store their produce may, in a time of 
shortage, be compelled to send their pro
duce to the pool. If any farmer was in 

a position to store his produce 
[4 p.m.] until there was a shortage and 

he could get a high price for 
it, he would be very well off. The farmer 
who is able to store his prDducc till he can 
get a good price does not want assistance. 
He is a successful farmer. Bnt the unfortunate 
man who is in the bands of the bank or in the 
bands of the storekeeper and middleman, does 
y-ant assistance, beca.use, as soon as theri} 
is a good market, these people go to him 
and he is compelled to unlDad and sell ut 
anv price at all. This Bill is intended to 
pr~tcct him. vVben the new crop is coming 
in, maize is very low in price; but in the 
middle of the year, when there is a short
age, maize increases in price. Somebody 
has to store tba.t maize until there is a 
demand for it. We know very well that 
the merchants st<Jre it. They buy the maize 
at from ls. 9cl. per bushel when the season is 
good, and then later on they get as high 
as 5s. 6d. per bushel for it. They have the 
banks behind them, and they can afford to 
buy when maize is low in price and store 
it for six or eight months when they know 
that, in the ordina-ry course of events, f h"' 
price will increase by 2s. or 3s. per bushel. 
They make that 2s. or 3s. per bushel, and 
pa.v a few pence to the bank by wa:y of 
intucsf. vYbv should not the farmers have 
power to krin a pool and store the maizo 
so that the profits will go back to the pro
ducers? The bon. member for Port Curtis 
is a keen business man and be knows that 
what I say is correct. With regard to sub
clause (iii.), it is the duty of every Govem
ment to see that home consumption is first 
provided for. vVe must keep produce 'or 
our own consumption first. and then rrny 
surplus can be exported. \Vby shDuld we 
allow our produce to be exported and then 
have to buy it back at a big price? Last 
vear the farmers sold their "·heat to the 
\Ybeat Board. The Wheat Board is becom
ing so recklees that its wings ill have to 
be• clipped. It was SD reckless that it was 
prepared to export all our wheat. The millers 
were to blame to a certain extent, becaus.-, 
they would not tn.kc it into stook. What 
b'"ppe~"'d? The Board sold the ':"heat to 
the mrllers, and then had not sufficwnt seed 
wheat to supply the requirements of the 
farmers. The millers bongbt wheat at 6o. 
per bushel from the Wheat Board, and sold 
it back to the farmers as see-d wheat at Ss. 6d. 
\Vo should not allow produce to be exported 
at a low price and then compel the const:mPrs 
to bring it back at '" high price. It will be 
the duty of the pool to hold that pr?duce 
until it is required for home consumptiOn. 
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At 4.5 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Jlrerner), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved tl1o 
Chairman in the chair. 

still leave all-einbraciug and conl]H'('hcnsivc 
powers within tho ambit of the Board. 

Mr. lVIOORE (Aubigny): J'\o hon. member 
o:1 this side of the Chamber haB condemned 
the \Vheat Board in the way the hon. 
member for Toowoomba has done; yet, 
because wo on this side dare to offer a little 
criticism at time~, hon. mornbers on the 
other side hf1ve said that we are against 
the pooling s;; stem. ·with regard to sub
clauses (iii.) and (iv.), I think tho whole 
difficulty arises owing to the provision f<>r 
district pools. If it was meant that the pools 
would be for the whole of Queensland, there 
would bo no difficult:;. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCGLTURE: That is 
what is n1eant. 

Mr. MOORE : I take it that the idea is 
that the pool shall provide a certain amount 
of produce for use during the winter time. 
80 far as I can sec, the contention of t.he 
hon. member for Toowoomba about storing· 
maize is all piffie. If there is going to be 
f1 pool at all in connection with the mai'e 
indmtry, natmall:: that pool will do as the 
hon. member for Toowoomba suggested. 
But it is a question of a district pool. rw<l 
not a pool for tbo whole of Queensland; 
and it is yery possible that it may work Ollt 
in a way that no one anticipates it w1ll 
work out. If we are going to have pools 
for small local districts, wbich will store 
the products of those districts. and aftcr
"·ards the products stored in tbose distriato 
are going to be sold at a low price to othor 
di~tricts whioh did nQt establish lJO{Jls, 
altboug-h those other districts could get a 
far better price in the otbcr States, it is not 
fair. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTOl:LTl:RE: There 
is no suggestion that they shoul.d supply at 
a lower price. 

l\fr. MOORE: If those people are to be 
compelled to sell their commodities m 
Queensland when they can get ·a better price 
in the other States, an injustice will be 
done. I cannot see that the deletion of sub
dame (iii.) will burt the Bill in any way. 
Any pool formed for the whole State would 
bave to be in a position to store up food
stuffs. if necessary, and it is only a question 
as to whether this would operate in connec
tion with district pools. If it would operate 
in nonncction with district pools, tbere 
wonld be rrreat objection to it on the part 
o£ tb" people in those districts. I hope that 
the Minister will accept the deletion of 
subclauee (iii.). 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. L'Lrcomhe. [[cppc/): I want to point 
out that the an;endment is reallv meaning
less. This clause deals with the. powers of 
the Board and says-

" The Board may sell or arrange for 
the sale of the commodity, and do all 
acts. 1natters, and thing-s necessary or 
expedient in that bebalf accordingly;" 

Mr. SrZER: Then it is superfluous. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The an1endn1cnt is superfluous. The various. 
subclauses arc a guide as to what the Board 
" may"-not "shall"-do. The~ may ,do 
these things as well as other tlnngs. 'Ih.e 
leader of the Opposition knows that 1f 
subclause (iii.) is deleted, it will still leave 
unlimited power in the dauso. 

Mr. VowLES: \Yby not cut out the super
fluous subclauses? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: If 
You cut out all those subclauses, you still 
leave the power in the clause. 

An 0PPOSITIO:-< MEMBER: But you may leave 
the power in. The Minister says it is only 
a suggestion to do theso things. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Subclause (iii.) provides that, where a short
age is being experienced, the Board may-

"As far as practicable, provide the 
commodity for consumption in Queens
land, and for its supply during any 
period of shortage to those places within 
~ueensland wherein a shortage is 
experienced.'' 

Therefore, they may adjust and distribute. 
Mr. VOWLES: Read the first part of the 

clause-
" 'I'he Board ma"C sell or arrange for 

tbe sale of the commodity, and <:lo all 
acts, matters, and things necessary or 
expedient in that behalf accordingly." 

That is selling and arranging for sale, and 
notbing more. They have special powers to 
purchase. 

'l'hc SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Xo. The words read by the hon. member 
confer upon the Board the power to sell out
side or inside the State if they so desire. 

l'vir. VowLES: Yes, but you are giving the 
pov. er to purchase here. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Under the clause the Board has power to 
sell-

" and to do all acts, n,atters, and things 
necessary or expedient in that behalf 
accordingly." 

Then comes the specialisation; but it does 
not limit the generality of the foregoing. 
Y on may do the following things, but the 
pm·. er is contained in the first clause. SJ,Jb
clause (iii.) gives power to tbo Board to take 
over an industry and supply the commodity 
to other places where there is a shortage 
in Queensland. to distribute from one town 
to another whcl'O it can be done. Tben 
subclause (iv.) gives them power to-

" l\1ake such arrangements a~ they may 
deem necessary with regard to sales of 
the commodity for export or for con
sjgnlncnt to other countries or States;" 

That is an all-embracing power. Even if 
you delete subclause (iii.) you will not limit 
the powers of the Board. 

There is no limitation there on the power of 
the Board. They may supply a shortage at 
one point, and at the san11• tin1e may con
tract for sale bevond the State and oYerseas. 
If you cut out sJibclause (iii.l, the power that 
re-,ides in tbe first part of the clause to 
which I have referred will still reiT>ain. I 
submit that the amendment is meaningless 
and valueless. 

Mr. MooRE: The Bill limits the powers 
of the Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am dealing with the merits of the amend
ment. If you deletB subclauso (iii.). you 

Hon. J. Larcombe.J 
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Mr. FLRTCHER (Port Cm·tis): The 
:Uinistf'r did not adduce nn)• argu.ment as 
to \vh•.· subclanse (iii.) should be retained. 

Tlw SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: Yes he 
did, but you did not understand it. 

Mr. FLETCHER: I understand it quite 
well. The Bill gives ample power to the 
Board without that subclause. Subclause 
(iii.) deals with consumption in Queensland 
ami subclausc (iv.) deals with the export of 
commodities. 

The SECRET-\RY FOR RAILWAYS: If you cut 
those subclauscs out, you still have the power 
in the clause. 

Mr. FLETCHER : The Secretary for Agri
cultun• said that these were suggestions. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Ct:LTl:RE : Is there 
an:·thing wrong with those snggestions? 

}lr. FLETCHER: Yes. In the first place, 
they are very hard to follow. It is sug
gested that. the Board should store up pro
ducts in times of plentv for distribution 
when there is a shortage'. You may ha \'e 
a hig-h price ruling for butter in the 
South, and, instead of tho farmers being
allowed the opportunity to secure that hig-h 
price, the Board m"'y say that it will store 
the butter for use in Queensland. Th\[t 
may be qnii<> against the best interests of the 
farm0rs. The matter should be left in the 
discretion of the farmers, without nnv sug
gestion or adYice fronl the Government a-;, to 
what thev should do. I cannot see the need 
for subc'tause (iii.) . I 'uggcst that the 
'\Iinistor should delete it, and allow an 
amendment to be made in subclausc (iv.), 
\vhich reads-

,, l\Iakc such arrangmncnts as the>· 
deem ne~·f' sarv w·ith l'(_)gard to ,;;._des ovf 
tho conunodit.):,_ 

suggest the addition of the words-
,, for local consumption in (,luecnsland 
or''-

The subclause then goes on-
" for export or for consigmrient to other 
countries or States." 

That will g·ive pow,,r to the Board to control 
the commodity for consumption in Queens
land or for cxvort overseas. Subclanse (iii.) 
is absolutely superfluous aud dangerous, and 
nothing· ha been said bv the ~Iinister to 
show \~·hy it should be retained. 

I\Ir. DEACOX (Uunnin(Jha m): If the clause 
were merely superfluous it would not matter; 
but, as far as I can understand from the 
Minister and other hon. members or1posite, 
it is intended that the Board shall, in times 
of shortage, provide any place in Queensland 
with fodder or grain. I want to point out 
that it is not the business of anv Board to 
provide anyone with such commoditieJ in 
times of shortage; it is the duty of the 
people to provide themselves with these 
things. \Vhy should we be under the 
obligation of providing thr-·,e commodities 
for people in the cities and other parts of 
the Sta to? There is a suggestion that the 
Board may b<' under 'the obligat~on .of 
storing 1naize. lucerne, or any con1rr1:oditv it 
may be _dealing with. in times of drought, 
but that Is not part of Its duty at all. I quite 
agree that, in connection with butter, we 
hould consider the home market as the 

best market. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLT,RE: If that 
is so, there is no danger from subclause (iii.). 

[ lli r. PletcheT. 

Mr. DEACON: The danger is that there 
may be an obligation on the part of the 
Board to hold the butter, but it is no part 
of its duty to do so. People should not 
depend on the Board for the supply of. corn
modi ties in times of drought; they should 
provide themselves with those commodities 
in a good season. You might reauire the 
Board to provide people in the whole of the 
State with butter or any other comn,odity 
under the subclause. I think it would be 
just as well to cut it out, as it is not 
necessary. At anv rate, it would be quite 
clear then that the Board would not have 
the duty imposed upon it of providing for 
people who do not look after themselves. 

l\Ir. G. l' .. BA)'iNES (Wr,J·rcick): I will 
I'<'ad clause 5 and the subclause with which 
we have been dealing-

" The Board may sell or arrange for 
the sale of the commoditY, and do all 
act", nw ttcr;:;;, and. things nPces:-:a.ry or 
expedient in that behalf accordingly; 
c1nd in particular, but 'lvithout limiting 
the generality of tho for0going pOwers, 
n1ay-

(iii.) As far as practicable prm·ido 
the con1n1odity for consurnption Ill 
Queensland, and for its supply during 
any period of shortag·o to those places 
within Qucen~Iand wherein a shortage 
is expcricnccc.i.'' 

I" states therP di,,tinctlv that the Board will 
lw.vo to colHply y;ith a 'demand that is going 
h place the proclncnr in a very unfair 
position. The producer ,,;n sec that the 
Board will not 0nable him to realise as 
n·uch for his produce as he could get for 
himself. The Board will have power to 
equalise the y,tluc of certain commodities. 
The,· will haYO pmYor, as the hon. member 
for Too'' oomba put it-he appealed rather 
t.1 the patriotism of people in this dire,ction
t0 prPscne for the peopk of (~ueensland 
commodities at a low price. I hrtvf' had a 
lot of e~pcricncc of farmers in Queensland, 
and I knmY that many of them hold their 
produce. They study the markd jn t the 
s:~nno as the n1crchnnts do. There arc heaps 
of farmers who know as much about the 
market in Queensland and the markets down 
Scuth as we do. 

OrPOSITIOx '\InmERS; Hear, hear! 

:Yir. G. P. BARNBS: 'l'hey make a close 
~tudy of th0 rrtarket, and are not ignorant 
rc·garding the·'e thjngs. lVIany of them send 
their products direct to the South, becaufe 
tl•ev know that the market thPrc is more 
fav'ourable than here. Instead of being 
compelled to send their products to the pool, 
they '·.hould be allowed to place them in the 
best market to bo found in Australia. Thev 
will be prevented from doing tbat by thi"s 
clause, and they will not get as much for 
their )1roduce as if they had it in their own 
hands for cale. Clause 5 is going to prevent 
the farmer from being able to seize the best 
market open to him at the time. Ho is 
going to be kept down to the minimum price. 
Ho is not going to be allowed to aYail him
sett of the fluctuations of the market. The 
law of eupply and demand is going to be 
put out of it. '\Yhen there is a rising market 
he will not g·et the advantage of it, and 
frequently he will have to sell his produce 
below its Yalue-sometimes below the cost of 
production. \Vhen the time comes for him 
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to equalise things, he will bo prevented from 
achit1 Ving that pur11osc. Clause 5, in so far 
as it relates to these things, should be 
amended, because it i' going to flog the 
farmer <tnd !mop him down all tho time. 
The Government are doing this under the 
g·uise of doing something for the man on the 
land. \Ve well remember tho action of 111'. 
Lennon ;vhon ho was Secretary for Agricul
ture. Tno hon. member for Dravton will· 
t'f'Jncrnbor what was done on that oc~casion. 

:.VIr. BEBBINGTON: I do. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR:\'ES: That is going· to 
apply under this clause. The dairvman and 
the agriculturist will not be able "to obtain 
the highest value for their products. 'This 
kind of thing is going to injure the farmer. 
If we 1-Yant to encourage 111011 to go on the 
land, \VC n1ust n1ake then1 ~nccossfu1 but a 
clause liko this will be a barrier. 'rt will 
give. t~c f.ar~nei~ the n1inimun1 price, and I 
say It IS chstmctly unfair. \Ye have no right 
to pass legislation to prevent men from 
getting the highc't value for their com
modities. iVo know that the primary pro
ducer has his nose everlastingly to the grind
stone. If the Miui tor is concerned about the 
man on tJ:<' land and is willing to assist him, 
then he will sec that this clause is detrimental 
to him. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTUim: I regard 
you as a hostile witness all the ti1ne, because 
you are against the Bill. 

. Mr. G .. P. B_ARNES :. The hon. gentleman 
~a allo\vrng his preJUdice to on~rcon1o his 
JUdgment. Just because I happen to be a 
2'\ationalis!", an:d because I happen to bavo 
said certam thmgs, the hon. gentleman does 
not want to hear anything· from me at all. r do not know anything more unstatesman
dke than an assertion of that kind. iVo 
have no right to allow this cl.au~e to be 
placed on the statute-book. 

~[r .. ~EBB.I).[GTON (JJrnJ;Iun): Whether 
~he ~M~nustcr IS aware of it or not, this clause 
IS a copy of a clause in tho old Federal 
Butter Pool Ad. 
,.Th,<' SECRE~ARY F~R AGniC1:LTcRE: \Vhy 
wdn t you obJect to Jt when the Cheese Pool 
Bill was going through? 

2\Ir .. BEBBINGTON: We got a little more 
experrcnc1J as we go on. It was all right 
to ]1w::,_, tbis clause in "\var tirnc; but, ':-0 far 
a the cheese pool is concerned it ic not a 
suc~css. During war tinH~ a ce{'tain an1ount 
of butter had lo be placed in cold storage 
~n ordPr. to rarry Australia oyer the winter, 
Irrc,pedlvo of the fact that there was a 
large salo for butter in London at the time. 
I can toll the Minister that in Queensland 
even in tho 1.vinter tiinc-\vhirh is our period 
of shortage-we produce more butter than we 
require for our own consu!nption. 

E..JTERRUPTION OF BUSI).[ESS. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

The CnAIR~fAN (Mr. Kirwan, BTisbane) 
resumed the chair and said: Under the 
prm-isions of S'tanding Order No. 307. and 
of the Sessional Order agreed to by the House 
on 30th August, I shall now leave the chair 
and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

'l'ho CHAIR1IAN reported progre>-s. 

The resumption of the Committee was made 
an .Order of the Day for a la tor hour of the 
sittmg. 

QUESTIONS. 

ALLEGED G::\SUITABILITY OF BARALABA COAL FOR 
RAILWAY LOCO:VIOTIVES. 

Mr. BRAND (Bur1·um) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" 1. Is he aware that the late running 
of trains from Bundaberg to Cordalba is 
attributed to the use of Baralaba coal? 

" 2. Does he know that the enginemen 
aro complaining bitterly of having to use 
this coal? 

"3. Is he aware that Baralaba coal is 
not a suitable coal for locomotive pur
poses? If not, will be peruse the letter 
contained in the ' Brisbane Courier' of 
30th September, 1921, written by Messrs. 
A. \Y. Smith and R. P. Macoun, presi
dent and secretary, respectively, of the 
Enginomen's Association in the Central 
Division, in which the writers state, inter 
alia, as follow,;:-

:'+Ir. Larcombe's statement can be 
accepted, as it is probably correct that 
he has not been advised to the con
trary, but we can assure you that com
plaints have been and are still being 
repeatedly made to the heads of the 
Railw<ty Department, particularly as 
to the broken-up condition in which this 
coal is being supplied to locomotives, 
its tendency to form a clinker, and its 
closing up the tubes at the end of the 
firE'box, resulting in the late running 
of trains. Then there are reports, etc., 
not to nu~ntion an excessive and unrea
sonable amount of work entailed on 
tho firemen, and a lot of unparlia
mentary, though pardonable, languag& 
on its qualities, all in an attempt to 
prove its unsuitability generally for 
locomotive purposes in train working. 
" 4. Is he aware that the supplying of 

the Bundaberg depot with Baralaba coal 
will havo a serious effect upon the 
Burrurn coalminers, who are now finding 
it diflicult to obtain suflicient work to 
provide them with a living wage? 

" 5. Does he consider that in having 
Baralaba coal supplied to the Bundaberg 
dcp6t he is uvholding the principle of 
doocntralisation, which, on several occa
sions, has received his approval in 1his. 
House? 

"6. What is his reason for having the 
Bundaberg depot supplied with Baralaba 
coal, hauled a distance of 269 miles, when 
a better coal can be obtained from the 
Burrum coal arc~, dio.tant about 40· 
rniles '? 

" 7. Does he consider it to be economic
ally sound from the point of view of the 
Railway Department? 

"8. Wa" his .decision to use Baralaba 
coal as against local coal influenced by 
a desire to assist State enterprises a~ 
against private enterprise, irrespective oi 
econornic considerations'? 

" 9. Is he prepared to have a ballot 
taken of the enginemen in the Bundaberg 
district on the quE'tion of which coal they 
consider the better for locomotive pur
poses-Burrum coal or Baralaba coal? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, KeppeJ) replied-

" 1. No. Trains on the Isis Branch 
are running fairly punctually, consider
ing the busy sugar season and number of 
special trains. 
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" 2 and 3. No. In addition to some 
Burrum coal. a mixture of Styx and 
Baralaba coai, which gives good results, 
is now being used at Bundaberg. 

" 4 to 9. The cost of Baralaba and Styx 
coal, including the cost of railag·e, is less 
at Bundaberg than the cost of Burrum 
coal." 

REPAIRS TO CouNTRY SCHOOLS BY LoCAL 
Cm;TRACTORS. 

1\:Tr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS asked the Sec
t·ctary for Public \\ orks-

" In view of the delay at the present 
time in the matter of repairs, etc., to 
schDols, and the erection of new schools 
in country centres off the railway linos, 
will he consider the advisability in such 
ce~ses of baying the repairs, etc., effected, 
or new ·-chools erected by local con
tractor;:;?" 

HoN. \Y. FORGAN SMTI'H (Jiackay) 
a·eplied-

" \Vhcn works are authorised by me 
they are carried out. without undue 
delay. The policy of the GoYernment 
was dearly defined during the debate 
Dn the Estimates of my department." 

ALLOL\TIOX OF COST OF 0WEX'S CREEK 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani) a,kcd the Secre
tary for Railways-

" l. Is the Owen's CrE'ek Railway com
pleted? 

"2. If so, what has been its total 
cost, and what portion of the sum was 
spent on that part of the work carried 
out by the Construction Branch, <1nd 
what has been the cost of the work 
recently dDne by the Maintenance Branch 
in completing the line?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
<replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. The total cost is,. approximately, 

£51,844, but the accounts are not quite 
finalised. Of this amount the Construc
tion Branch spent £50.344, and the 
Maintenance Branc;h £1,500, but the 
Construction Branch paid for all 
material to complete the work." 

Nu~!BER OF PAYERS OF INCOME TAX. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley) asked the 

Tre,Isurer-
" In view of the fact that-(a) there 

arc upon the State electDl'al rolls 229,184 
males; (b) the basic wage operating 
from lot July, 1920, to 30th June, 1921, 
was £4 Ss. per week, or £221 per 
annum ; (c) all incomes in excess of £200 
per annum were taxable-will be staLe 
why only 37,376 pe-rsons paid Stai8 
income tax during the last financial year 
on incomes earned <1 uring the ye'tr 
cnded 30th June. 1921 ?" 

The 'TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Cltil/ago') replied-

" The reason is that, SD far as the 
Cmnmiesioncr of Taxes it- a ware, no other 
persons were liable for income tax. If 
the hon. member has anv information 
which will lead to the collection of addi
tional tax, I shall be pleas<'d if he will 
pass it Dn to the Commissioner." 

ScPPLY OF TIMBER BY STATE SAWMILLS '£0 
BnLDING TRADES GuiLD. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" l. Has his attention been drawn to 
a letter appearing in the ' Courier,' on 
12th September, written by Mr. H. J. 
Foster, first secretary to the Building 
Trades Guild, wherein he states that, 
finding upon investigation that certain 
contracts which the guild had entered 
into could not be completed without a 
loss of £150 each, he, so arranged matters 
with the manager of the State sawmills 
and Director of Forests to permit of clos
ing the guild's account with small, i[ 
anv loss but that in spite of this the 
M ir;ister 'for Lands reversed the decision 
arrived at by the Government's officers, 
and directed the State sawmills to con· 
tinue supplying the guild? 

" 2. As his action has resulted in an 
apparent loss to the State of £1,189 
without anv tangible benefit, the gmld 
now being· in ljquidation, will be Jay 
upon the table of the House all papers 
referring thereto?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, 
in the absence of the Secretary for Public 
Lands, replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2. The Forestry Department tDok a 

busino's r·isk which was regarded by the 
accountant ~ho examined the guild's 
books as being a reasonably sound ono. 
Owino- however to unsatisfactory m<tll· 
agem~~t and thb payment in fuli of all 
debts owing to private firms, the State 
sawmills will have to suffer i;be bulk 
of the ID ss referred to in Question No. 
2." 

1'urEND1IENT OF INCOThi~ 'PAx AcT. 
Mr. DEACON (Curmir!gham). without 

notice, asked the Premier-
" Is it the intention of the Government 

to introduce an amending Income Tax 
Bill this secsion? " 

The PRE:YHER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Chillagoe) replied-

" Matters of that kind will be discloFcd 
to the House in due course." 

(Laughter.) 

EXPENDITl:RE IN OPENING UP STATE CO.\L}1!:-iES 
AT BOWE:-1, \VARRA, STYX RIVER, AND 
BARALABA. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (lraru·ick), vvithout 
notice, a:::k:::-d the Secretary for Th1incs-

" \Yhe-n vrill the inforrnation askrd for 
on 7th September, 1922, in re expenditure 
in working the Bowcn, \Varra. Styx 
Eive-r, and Baralaba coalmmes be g1vcn 
to th0 House? " 

Tho SECRETARY FOR '!\HNES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, Paddington) replie-d-

" A return is being prepared." 

UNIVERSITY SITE BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Bumnda): 
I beg to move-
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" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to consider of the desir
ableness of introducing a Bill to make 
provision for the Enlargement of the 
University Site, and for other conse
quential purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

BARALABA TO CASTLE CREEK 
RAILWAY. 

APPROVAL OF PLAN, ETc. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. J. Larcombo, H. e•ppel) : I beg to move-

" That Mr. Speaker will this dav leave 
the chair, and the House resolve itself 
into a Committee of the \Vhole to con
sider the following resolution :-

That the House approves of plan, 
section, and book of reference of the 
proposed extension of the ::\1ount l\'Ior· 
gan Railway from Baralaba to Castle 
Creek, in length 52 miles 51 chains." 

Question put and passed. 

PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS BILL. 
RESUMPTION OF CmniiTTEE. 

(Jir. Kirwan, Br·i.sbane, in tlw chair.) 
Clause 5-" Powers of board"-

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): If the 
Minister will go further into the matter of 
storing, which is provided for in this clause 
and which was adopted during the war by 
the Federal butt··r pool, 'he will see t.hat 
there are very big risks. It is all Yery well 
for speculators to buy produce and store it 
up; but, if the primary producer is to be 
compelled to store produce to supply to citi
zens in a ~imJ .of short~ge, who is going to 
:-;tand the lOSf\ If there 1s any? I have seen 
hay bought at £14 per ton in a dry period 
and held; then heavy rain has fallen. and 
the same produce has bPen sold at £6 pc·r ton. 
If under this clause the Board storPs for 
three or four months pro-duce for \%hich it 
could probably get ls. 9d. or 2s. per lb. in 
London, and during that time there is a 
change of seasons and probablv n. falJ in 
prices of 30 per cent. to 40 pc; cent., who. 
is going· to stand the loss? It may have 
bel?n necessar,y in war tin1e, but I an1 against 
compulsory storage. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: All vour 
arguments art: against the system of poollng. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:\': I believe the cheese 
pool has hold hack very big quantities of 
chces in order to provide Queensland with 
a proper supplv. Now the ~ood seasons 
have come and it is not wanted here, it has 
to b. sent to London and sold at less than 
could have been obtained there when it was 
held up by the pool. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you 
sure of that? • 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is the complaint 
of the factories to me. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did the 
Board tell you that? 

Mr. BEBBL'\GTON: L am not talking 
about the Board. Certainly very large stocks 
of cheese were held. If thev have worked 
them off, I am not going tO say anything 
about it. That was the case a month or two 
ago. The same thing will happen if we 
store up large quantities of produce. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: You 
evidently are not concerned about how much 
you are injuring the reputation of the Board. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:\': It can oasilv be 
ascertained whether it i, correct. If the 
stocks have bc·n disposBd of, well and good. 
Three or four factories complained to tne at 
that time that large stocks of ehce,,~ were 
held by the cheese pool, and tlwy would have 
realised higher prices had tncy boon sent 
to London at an earlier date. \Yho is going 
to stand that loss? I shall certainly support 
the proposal of the J, ad er of tho Oppmition 
to cut out subclause (iii.). 

Mr. EDvVARDS (Tanango): I think the 
Minister was right when he ·said that this 
was a suggestion. It is going to lead to 
great trouble so far as the primary producers 
are concerned. It is a sugg," :;on to the 
Board to create a similar position to that 
which was cn·ato-c! when the Commi•"sioncr 
of Prices lowered the price of butter for 
consumption in Queensland. If lhc Bill is 
allowed to go through with thc'c subclauscs. 
it 'vill create snspicion. I an1 sure the 
?\iinister ~vill sec that th(_} subclausc is 
unnecnssary. It is a suggestion to the Boar_d 
that thc•y may buy any produce and store 1t 
in Queensland. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR .1:\_GRICULTURE: There 1~ 
no suggestion of Luying. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Will the ::'\Iinistcr say 
that the holding of produce duriug a time of 
pl,_:>nty until a ti1ne of sho.rtage is not a s~g~ 
gestion of buying? I-Io1v IS any lloard go111g 

to hold the produce of this State for one year 
or t·wo years? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTcRE: It might 
only be held for one month. 

Mr. F.DW ARDS: It might be held for six 
months or tweiYe months. How will produce 
be stored in time of plenty until a time of 
'"horta,ge unless it is purchased? There 1nust 
be son1e means of financing to the extent of 
the value of the produce. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTcRE : Strictly 
speaking·, the Board does not buy, but merely 
acts as agent for the producers to sell the 
produce to the best advantage. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : Surely, the Minister 
does not suggect that the produce ~ho_ul-d ~'' 
held for speculative purposes? If 1t 1s het! 
durin"' times of plenty until times of short
age, 

0

it is fol1o\Ycing along the hnc.s . of 
nationali;;ation for the purpose of gn·mg 
produce to the consumers of this State during 
tin1cs of shortarrc at the price ruling during 
times of plentv~ Will the Mini'-ter say that 
that is an incentive to th,e producers of Lh ;,, 
State? I am sure he will see that the Gu\:' 
clause is not o-nly unnecessary, but that ,t 
is also dangerous. -

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: I Fa id it 
is both a necessary and a patriotic proposal. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Then the Minister pos
sesses a peculiar kind of patriotism. Sup
posing the time arrived when th~ BoHd 
deemed it uece>c,ary to take over foadcc· al!n 
hold it for a time of shortage. Can the hon. 
gentleman not sec that it would be necessary 
for the Board to become a speculator. and 
can he not see that it is unfair to ask pro
ducers to put their produce into a pool for 
the purposes of having it held over for a 
time of shortao-e? Can the hon. gentleman 
not '·CC that, if that position is brought about, 
it will mean setting one class of producers 
against another class? I am out to bnng 
about a true co-operative spirit in this State, 

Mr. Edwa.rcls.] 
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if poe~iblc. If the Minister allows the Bill to 
go t~~ough with this subclaw:e, it will create 
susptcton that tho Government will act in a 
~i1nilar n1nnncr as they acted when thcv con1~ 
mandeercd the butter of this State in" order 
to give it to the consumers of Queensland at 
wany pounds less per ton than could have 
been obtained in outside n1arkets. \Ve have 
a big trade with other State·, and, if we 
at·e not ':'llowed to take advantage of good 
rnarkotJ m tho other States, then the other 
StatcR, \Yhich are not \Vorki,nn· undt~r sin1ilar 
conditions, will benefit as a r~sult of our dis
a~ility .. \Ve lutve bee~ wasting a g·ood deal 
or capital by purehas1ng rounnodities fron1 
Southern Shtes, which commodities ohould 
have he<m produced here. If we can get a 
better market for our produce outside of the 
State. it would he a ridiculous and bad ousi-
1lces proposition to hold it here. It wouid 
be a had thing not only to the prochcer uut 
to the people of the State. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bul',n/){l): The 
hon. member _for ~anango has put his finger 
Upon a very Important subclausc. [ <Un Slll'

prised to hear the Minister sav tfnt, it is a 
safeguard. If he 1vant-; to ~et one class 
ag-ainst another, he can do it bv that sub. 
clansc. Unlo·" you allow the ,;ran OJJ the 
la_nd to get t_hc very hest for his produce, you 
will be ag·amst every produc,ng interc -t in 
the ~tate. The. people arc v t·y much lmked 
up 1n the var1ous Industri'" in the State 
both in the countrv and in the ritv. and it 
is a distinct advantage to a person to. be abl~ 
to get. the very be<t he can for his Llbnnr. 
The Dill m_eans that, when an acute stage 
" reached m connection with the affairs of 
Queensland, one class will be set against 
another. I have heard of ca··es where s'rong 
exception has been taken by men engaooeJ in 
a certai·n industry-! will take the "wh·,rf 
lumpers--to stuff being sent out of the State. 
A~:v man ,,·ho kn_ows a:tything of Queensland 
wdl know that If Jt Is to make crood not 
only mnst it provide for its own i~nme'diate 
necessities as far as possible. hut its export 
tra,Jr. must be one of the principal factors in 

_connection ;vith it, progress. It 
[5 p.m.] 1s a very mce theory to suppose 

that we can consume everything 
we produce. That would be all ric·ht if we 
had the population. Until very rc~'cntlv the 
Govc'rnrnents of AustraEa \YCl~C fared~ with 
thi:: phasG of the business~that th0 imports 
'-'ere gr0ater than tho exports, a nU bankino· 
institutions asked importeu to stav thei~-
1ta,;ds, s~ as to adjust exchange, etc. This 
BJ!, provtdes for the Minister having extreme 
po.\ver, ancl he n1a:_v step in and do certain 
thwgs to the detriment of the State. The 
hon. gentlema!' talk- abon~ it being neces
sary and patriOtic. \Vhat JS there patriotic 
about it if you arc going to prevent the man 
who is J;roducing getting a fair return for his 
produchon? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'Where is 
that in the clause? 

HoN. W. H. DARNES : Someone has said 
that certain acts may be necessarv and 
patriotic, but is it necessary and p~triotic 
to try and block the. man who is producing 
under great dif!icu!tws from g0tting a fair 
return? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE: There 
is no suggestion of that in the clause. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying 
there is. Has the action of the Government 

[Mr. Edw(trds. 

in the past been patriotic so far as the· 
producer is concerned? Let history speak 
for itself. Let what has happened in Queens
land speak for itself. The patriotism of the· 
hon. g-entleman in this matter is just 
patriofism which springs from fear, and is 
an angling for votes. The most amazing 
part of this Bill is subclause1 (iii.) and (iv.) 
of this clause, which read-

" (iii.) As far as practicttblo, provide 
ihe comrr.odity for consumption . in 
QuoenslEtnd, and for its supply durmg 
any period of shortage to those placee 
within Queensland wherein a shortage is 
experienced ; a ... nd 

" (iv.) Make such arrftngements as they 
deen1 ncc('-".sarv v.-ith regard to sales ot 
the commodity" for export or for consign .. 
mcnt to other countries or States." 

As a labourite, JYir. Kirwan. are you not 
struck with " clause in this Bill which 
suggest". consignn1ents? You have listened 
to charges which have been made against 
honest men, vet this very Government, who· 
at one stage; so they allege, an trying to 
save certain people from other people, now 
propose that these goods shall be sent on 
consignment. Apparently, the Government 
have not, if they are in canH:st, read the 
clause at all. ·when they hold vital prin
ciples, which, they say, are important to them 
as a party, how can they prostitute those 
principles by suggesting that. while it may 
be wrong to do it within the State, it is. 
right to do it outside the State? What 
principle can the Government have in that 
regard? Eviclently the Govornrr,ent have 
forgotten those principles. \Y o arc told that 
this Bill is based very largelv on the \Vheat 
Pool Act. I am prepared to ~dmit that, with 
careful ,·torage, wheat will last for a con
siderable time, e"pecially on the Downs. But 
even with the greatest care in storing it 
rnay becon1e 'veevily. Ilovv 1nany products 
in a climate like onrs are there that will 
scarcely keep thirty-six hours? Yet the 
hon. member talks about pooling them. You 
want to get rid of them as quickly as possible, 
and not pool them. I yield to no man in my 
belief in this great State; but can this 
great Stato always keep itself in the neces
sary products? Very often it can, but to-day, 
if it were not for the other States of the 
Commonwealth, the supply of some products 
would be so short that we \Yot>ld be starving 
in those particular line". If we had to 
rely for ]Jotatoes for the b.bics of Brisbane 
nn~l QuPcnsland generally Dll \Yhat arP 
grown in Queensland, we should find our
wives absolutely stranded at the present 
tirr1e. ~Chey are coming fron1 Tastnania and 
from Victoria. This Bill is the first step 
towards that new heaven and new earth 
1vhich they haYe in Ru,,sia, when all things 
are to ho ·common. I do not know whether 
brains and everything else will be held in 
common. 

The SECRF.TARY FOR AGRICL:LT1'RE: You make 
a statem0nt oi that kind. and say that you 
arc a patriotic Queenslander. It is a deliber
ate misstatement. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES: In a gathering 
helt.l in Brisbane the Premier sai'l that the 
parties there were on the track of com
munism, and he did not believe in it. That 
has been the aim and object of !he Labour 
party, and this is a step in that direction. 
It is a bait to Bolshevik Russia. 

Mr. CoLLI:'lS: What is a Bolshevik? 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: He is a gentleman 
\Yhom I would rather mv friend should have 
conJtnunion \vith than 'I. 

11r. CoLLIKS: You do not know \vhat he is. 
HoN. ·w. H. BAR:\'ES: The hon. member 

evidently knows a good bit about him. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLTCRE : You know 

a groat deal more about selling land on the 
Coorparoo llacecourse. 

HoN. vV. H. BAR:\'ES: I nover sold a1w 
land on a racecourse. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUC1:LTURE: It is a 
racecourse now. 

HoK. W. H. BAR:\'ES: The Speaker the 
other night ruled that a certain statement 
was unparliamentary, and that another state
ment was not unparliamcnta1·y. I say that 
the hon. gentleman's statemmtt is an absolute 
untmth. I£ I told the hon. gentleman that 
he knows very little other than that vihich 
belongs to his official position as Minister, 
and prior to that to his position as one of 
the leaders outside of the Labour party, 
that he knew little about E:lrming and little 
about the practical things of life, I would 
not be far out, because if, behind this Bill, 
there is not the motive that I have men
tioned, there is behind it at least ignorance 
of the affairs of Queensland, otherwise a Bill 
like this would never have been introduced 
containing a clause such as this. It is no 
use the Minister trying to sidetrack the 
position. 

The SECRETARY FOR AoRICULTcRE : You are 
only putting up "Aunt Sallies" to knock 
them down. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle
man ha- been an " Aunt Salh-" all his life. 

:i1r. 1\foRGAN : What about" knocking him 
down 1 (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LT1:RE : You 
had better have a try. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I cav the hon. 
gentleman is knocked down eve-ry day in 
connection with legicslation. He does nut 
know his own Bill. This clause. instead of 
helping the producer, is going· to damage 
him and put a rope around his neck. It will 
prevent him from dealing with his produets 
a.s he has a right to do, und will rob him 
of his rnanhood~all because the Government 
rrre out to try and bring about a new 
heaven and a new earth on the line' of what 
has been followed so disastrously in Russia. 

:i1r. MORGAN (Jiurilla): I am sorry the 
:'vlinistcr has not accepted the amcndm<'nt to 
omit subclause (iii.). I think the deletion 
of the subclause would not harw the mefleEr·•. 

The CHA 1R:\1AN : Order ! I ·would 
point out to the hQn. member that no amend
ment hrts been moved for the omission of 
subclause (iii.). 

Mr. VOWLES: I mo~·ed tho amendment. 

The CHAIRMA::'-.r: I think the hon. 
member for Mirani will bear me out in this. 
The hon. member came over to me with an 
amendment, and I told him that I had 
hca.rd that an amendment to be moved 
to omit subcla.use (iii ). I suggested that the 
hon. member shonJ.d sec who was going to 
move it, because, if it \Vas moved and 
defeated, the hon. member for 11irani would 
be preYcnte•l from mo,·ing his amendment, 
and I did not \Yant to lw unfair to him. 

Mr. VOWLES: The first thing I did w:ts 
to move the deletion of tho subchuse. 

Mr. CoLLIKS : The leader of the Opposition 
said that he had circulated an amendm~nt 
t•J ncgati ve this clause, but he did not move 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN : I will take the amend
ment now. It certainly was not moved. I 
would point out that amendments should be 
11 ritton out and given to the Chairman. I 
certain! v did not receive it. \V ill the hon. 
member' for Dalby move it now? 

11r. YowLES: I moved it an hour ago. 
The CHAIRMAN : I would point out to 

the hon. member that he did not move it. 
::\ir. VowLES: All right; I ask you to 

look up "Hansard." 

The CHAIRMAN : When the hon. 
member for Mirani came to me, I said that 
I understood that such an amendment was 
going· to be moved, and I asked him to 
watch, because, if it was moved, he would 
bo prevented from moving his amendment. 
I will take the amendment of the hon. 
member for Dalby now. 

Mr. VOWLES: Very well; I now move Lhe 
omission of subclause (iii.)~ 

"As far as practicable provide the 
commodity for consumption in Queens
land, and for its supply during any period 
of shortage to those places within Queens
land \Vhcrein a shortage is experienced·; 
and" · 

Mr. MORGAN : I was under the impres
sion that t,he leader of the Opposition had 
moved the amendment and that all the dis
cussion had taken place upon it. I hope 
that, now the amendment is moved, the 
Minieter will accept it, so that e may 
get on with the Bill. Hon. members on 
this side have given goocl reasons for the 
acceptance of the amendment, and ths Min
ister will admit that it will not do anv harm 
tCJ the Bill. Then, why not agree to" it and 
let us get on "·ith the Bill? 

The SECm~TARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE : ]\' o. 

:\1r. MORGAN: \Ve have endeavoured to 
mr-ct the Minister fairly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: I have 
endcanmred to meet you fairly. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. I think we have 
reciproc .1tcd more or le's to--day. \Ve aro 
prepared to meet the Minister in connection 
with these matters, provided he is prepared 
to meet us. I hope that the hon. gcntlem:1n 
will accept the amendment. In my opinion. 
it is not worth bothering a bout ; it will Hot 
hurt the Bill, but it will pu't some slight 
limitation on the power of the Board. Some 
ban. members on this side sec a great deil.l 
of danger in subclause (iii.). If it is 
retained, the farmers may say, "The B;]l 
provides that a certain amount of our prc
duco must be retaine-d in Queensland £or 
the purpose of supplying the home market," 
and t.hat may prejudice them against the 
measure. It will certainly do harm if it 
prevents the farmers from taking advantage 
of the Bill. I think they will take advantage 
of the Bill in order to ascertain from pr~tc
ticrtl experience whether their condition will 
b·e improved under it. It is experimental 
legislation and may do good. If it does no 
good. we can repeal it. I appeal to the 
Minister to accept the amendment. '!'he 
farmers will not then be able to say that 
there is a clause which provides for then 
produce being retained in Queensland w.hen 
there are better markets in Australia. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. COLLI~S (IIowen) : I do not think 
it would be a wise thing for the Minister to 
accept the amendment. I represent as many 
fanners and prirnary producers as most menl
bers in the House, and I have no hesitation 
in telling those primary producers that tlwn' 
are other people in the community as weil 
as primary producers. I stand for all pro
ducers. I am not -merely concerned a bout 
people who class themselves as the only 
producers. Unles3 people are producers, I 
would like to know what they are on this 
planet for. You can be a primary producer 
or you mccy be a secondary producer. What 
I am opposed to is the man who does not 
produce at all-the mau who lives upon the 
wealth that someone else produces, and sits 
back and is merelv a consumer. I am not 
concerned about him at all. I am speaking 
nDt only to the primary producers in my 
elector-, re. hut to the primary producer" 
throughout Queensland. They know th"t, 
they are in a rninority, like primary pro
ducers in all the countriGs of the world; and, 
if the;:- are going to take up a selfish atti
tude-that is to say, if they sav that th0y 
are to have all the rights and privilege' 
and other· people are to have no rights "nd 
privileges-then, they will raise hostility to 
themselves. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : All thev want are tbe 
same conditions as other pe~ple. 

Mr. COLLINS: My constituents take a 
broader outlook than that. They recognise 
that other people who may not be upon 
the land, but who may be doing useful ser
vice for the community, have rights. Tho 
hon. member for Drayton knows that the 
man who gave him the cream separator was 
not a farmer, but he conferred as great rt 

benefit on the dairying industry as the pri
mary producer. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Why should the mttn 
who uses it not have as good conditions as 
the man who makes it? 

Mr. COLLINS : I stand for those con
ditione, and the Bill is going to bring them 
about by stabilising industry. If you are 
going to cut out everything except what 
applit ~ to primary producers. you are going 
t(, rai~e a :-.tor1n later on. V\' o should allow 
the clause to stand as it is. 

:\fir. \VARREN (Murrurnba): It seems to 
me that nnder this clause t.he Board may 
launch out into new theories and into some
thing impossible. 

J,:fr. COLLil\S: There is nothing impossible. 

Mr. WARREN: There migllt not be to 
the hon. member. My opinion is that those 
v·ho ask for a pool ask for it to dispose 
o~ their produce and not to fJore it up. 
If there ;, to be any storing up of produce, 
it should be storecl up bv the Government 
and not by the ln-oducer. ·If this clause goes 
tl.rough, it is going to breed a natural 
suspicion. The Government launch out with 
'" sehcme to help the farmers. '!'hey propose 
to form a pool and to have a body of men 
who \Yill do justice to the proclucers. The 
nwn who are elected on the Board will have 
quite enough to do looking after the interests 
of the vroducers without taking on such a 
big contract as the storing of produce. The 
hon. member for Bowen touched it on the 
raw when he admitted that the Board has 
to do it for wmehodv else. He said that 
the primary producer should not be too 
"elfish. I think the primary producer does 
want to be selfish. It is time he started to 

fM1·. Collins. 

look after himself. Anyone "ho thinks that 
the primary producer wants to make wealth 
i making a great mistake. All he wants 
t-,, do is to come into his own. The matter 
of storing foodstuffs is not a problem for 
the Board at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhere 
do you find the storing of foodstuffs men
tioned in the clause? 

Mr. \Y ARRRN: There is room for it
there is too 1nuch roon1 for it. 

.Mr. BEBBIKGTON: How arc you going to do 
\Yithout storing ? 

Mr. WARREN: We cannot approach the 
question without suspicion, and that is why 
,., E' ha.-o to scrutinise the clause ciosely from 
beginning to end. 

The SECRETARY J.'OR AGRICULTURE: \V ell, 
;-ote against it. 

J\!Ir. W .'cRREN: I· will vote against it, if 
necessary. The clause proposes to give the 
primary producers something with one hand 
and take it away with the other. 

Amendment (Jir. r owles) negatived. 

Mr. SW A YKE (:11irani): I move the inser
tion of the following words, after the word 
.. and," on line 36:-

" Prm-ided that in no case shall the 
commodity retained for consumption in 
Queensland be sold so as to return to the 
grower a lesser amount than that which, 
in the judgment of the J3oard, could be 
obtained by exporting it to any place 
outside Queensland; and provided 
further, that the Commissioner of Prices 
shall not have the pmver, under the 
Profiteering Prevention Act of 1920, to 
fix a maximum price for the commodity 
less than the net price which, in the 
judgment of the Board, conld be 
nalised by exporting the commodity to 
any place outside Queensland." 

I regret that the Minister did not see his 
' ay clear to accept the amendment moved 
by the leader of the Opposition, as it would 
haye rendered my amendment unnecessary. 
It must be evident to anyone listening to the 
Yarious points that have been raised that the 
clause as it now stands is of the utmost 
danger to the producer. I can recognise that 
ic is desirable that produce should be stored 
in good seasons for times of scarcity; but it 
is not right to store it in such a way that all 
the cost will fall on the shoulders of the pro
ducers. Wo were under the impression that 
the Bill was introduced solely in the interests 
of the farmer; but, after the speech of the 
hon. member for Bowcn. we find that it is in 
the interests of everybody. We understood 
that it was part of the agricultuml pro
gramme with which the :Premier hopes to 
capture the country seats. but the hon. 
member for Bowen has disillusioned us. 

Mr. MonGAor: He <loes some good some
times. 

Mr. SW A YNE : It seems that it is simply 
a Bill for the whole community, or, rather, 
I should say, for the whole community 
o·:cepting the farmer'. 

Mr. COLLTNS: Nothing of the kind. Don't 
twist what I said. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Subclause (iii.) states that 
the Board may-

" a' far as practicable provide the com
modity for consumption in Queensland 
a.nd for its supply during any period of 
shortage.'' 
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le is desirable t.hat it should be stored in 
the time of shortage, but another body should 
be formed to deal with the general shortage 
ia the interests of the consumers in times of 
scarcity. The way in which this should be 
done is a matter to be considered. I object 
to its being done at the farmers' expense. 
It cannot be wondered that we are 
suspicious of these matters, because in the 
past the primary producers have had little 
<·onsidcration given to them. \Vc know that 
at one time our butter would have realised 
2COc per cwt. if it had been sold in Mel
bourne, but we were compelled to sell it 
here at 140s. per cwt., or a loss of 60s. per 
cwt. I read the balance-sheet of one co
operative comp•li!Y, and it stated that this 
a.rrangement made a difference to that com
pany of £30,000. The hon. member for 
Jl.1urilla reminds me that that tran-acti0n 
cost the produeers of Queensland £250,000. 
But ,, hat indio;nation there would be if we 
asked the wage earner tD sell his labour 
here [Ol' loss than it was worth elsewhere. 
\\'hen we haYe that experience before us, 
it is not to be wondered at that we take 
every precaution to see that the same thing 
shall not happen again. It is only right, li 

it is rcquirPd in the interests of the com
muuity. that the community should pay 
for storing produce in times of scarcity. 
I regard the amendn1ent as neC'essary to 
)1rCYcnt this being done at the expense of 
0ne section of the commnnity. The Minister 
may say that he has accepted ono amendment 
moved from this side, and that should be 
svflicient. but I think this amendment is 
absolutely necL,sary. It provides what the 
Board shall do and what it shall not do; and 
it also exempts the Board from the jurisdic
tion of the Commissioner of Prices. The 
farmers generally will recognise that some 
Fafeguard is necessary in their interests. I 
ask the Minister to give fayourable con
sideration to my amendment. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): This Bill is intro
ducod in the interests of the producers; but, 
if you arc going to compel a man, by reason 
of the fact that he goes into a pool, to sell 
his produce at less than the export price, 
you are going to do him an injustice. We 

should make provision that the 
[,5.30 p.m.] pool shall not accept for his 

commodity less than he can get 
for export. If we do that, we know exactly 
where we are. I am very pleased that the 
hon. member f0r Mirani has moved this 
amendment .. The Government say that they 
arc doing certain things for the benefit of 
the producer; but, on the other hand, we 
have to remember the words 0f the hon. 
member for Bowen-that the object of the 
Government is to protect the consumer and 
not the producer. If the producer bears 
those remarks in mind, he will know exactly 
where he is. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : I have 
much pleasure in supporting the amendment. 
The primary producer has been defined as 
"a tax-paying animal," and in the future, 
apparently, he is to be also a provider 0f a 
certam amount of produce for the benefit of 
people in the cities who produce nothing. 

Mr. WARREN: A big storehouse. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. Every worker 

has a right to get the most he can for his 
labour. The primary producers provide the 
people of Queensland with the best butter, 
cheese, and everything else to be obtained in 
any part of the world. Those things repre-

sent their labonr equally as much as the 
wages of the city workers at the end of the 
week represent their labour. \Vhy, then, 
should we compel them to put a certain 
amount 0f their labour away to oblige the 
peoplo in the cit.v and supply them at a timn 
when there is going to be a shortage wtth 
foodstuffs at lower prices than they can get 
them for elsewhere? The amendment merely 
says that, if the Government or any person 
buys produce for st0rage, they shall pay the 
market value and take the risk. I have no 
objection to the storage of foodstuffs for 
our own people. 

Mr. COLLINS: You know as well as I do 
that the history of the combines in the 
United States proves that they already do 
that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Trusts and combines 
may store up prodl!ce, and the hon. member 
has just as much right to buy up produce 
and store it as the combines. Any man who 
does that should be prepared to bear the loss 
as well as pocket the profits; but to com
pel the primary producer to do the storing 
and bear the loss without getting the profit 
in order to provide the people of the city 
with cheap food in a time of shortage is not 
only making the primary producer a " tax
paying animal," but is adding insult to 
injury. 

The B'ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I do not 
propose to accept the amendment. I would 
like to know what the hon. member for 
Nundah and the hon. member for Enoggera 
have to say about this amendment. The first 
point I have to make is that the Board are 
the agents of the farmers and are appointed 
by them. The object of a pool is to get 
the very best price possible, and the people 
who are to do that are the farmers Dr the 
representatives of the farmers, elected by 
them, so that it is an insult to tie them down 
in this way, because it presupposes that they 
would do something inconsistent with their 
duty to obtain the best price possible. There 
is therefore no need to put the amendment 
in the Bill. 

Some hon. members of the Nationalist party 
have called attention to the dangers of giv
ing power to any section of the community 
to exploit another section, and that there is 
danger of retaliation. That should be kept 
in mind by anyone who aspires to guide the 
destinies of this country. \Vhen we are 
organising the primary producers or anybody 
olse we do not l<>a ve any section of the 
co~munity open to retaliation by another 
section. No doubt, the primary producers 
are very much in the minority, and I do 
not think they seek, by means of a pool or 
otherwise. to exploit the rest of the people. 
If they do, it will, as I said in my second 
reading speech, react against themselves. 

I think the clause as it stands is a common
sense one. It set, out sugg-estions to the 
Board, which will consist 01 farmers. It 
says that they shall recognise certain require
ments. There is no suggestion that they 
shall supply any section of the community 
at a lower price than they can get otherwise, 
and I see no justification for putting this 
somewhat foreign matter into the Bill. 

Mr. SIZER (Nundah) : The Minister 
seemed to be rather uncertain as t0 where I 
stand in reference to this amendment. Let 
me tell him that I intend to support it. 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That 
shows your inconsistency. 

Mr. SIZER: It •does not. I said that, as 
a city man, I did not expect the producers 
to sell their commodities at less than export 
value. So long as they get export value, 
that is all they want, and that is all they are 
entitled to; and, so long as they are getting 
it, there is no reason why anyone should 
complain. All my concern is that they do 
not go to some ridiculous extent and fie· 
titiously force up prices beyo11d export yalucs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vou]d 
you fight against that? 

:VIr. SIZER : I am prepared to say that 
the farmers are entitled to world's parity 
when there is an exportable surplus. If 
the export value of wheat is 6s. a bushel, I 
do not sec why they should charge 7s. in 
Brisbane. On the other hand, if the export 
value is 6s. a bushel, I do not sec why they 
should have to accept 5s. through some con
trivance of the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR )WRIC'ULTURE : That is 
a "Yes-No" answer-. 

:VIr. SIZER: It is not. If the hon. gentle
man was only as sound and clear, and knew 
as well where he rrtood as I know where l 
stand, he would not be far wrong. The object 
is to safeguard the primary producers by 
giYing them a minimum equal to the export 
price when there is an exportable surplus. 
They are entitled to that. I do not think 
that anyone will gainsay them that. If the 
Government are sincere and honest, why do 
they not put it in the Bill? I can speak 
without any consultation with my colleagues, 
but it will be found that their views are the 
same as mine. We are anxious to do the 
best we can for the country, for the primary 
producers, and for all sections of the com
munity. Hon. members opposite do not know 
where they are, and they are always liable 
to be in the wrong-in fact, they always are 
in the wrong. What is the Minister's objec
tion to this? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is an 
insult to the Board, for a start. 

Mr. SIZER: Did anyone eYer conceive 
that the Sugar AcquiBition Act would be used 
in respect of meat, ships, and anything else? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you 
object to that Act? 

Mr. SIZER: I certainly object to the way 
in which it \vas used. Had it been confined 
to sugar, it would have been all right. No 
one ever expected that it \YOuld be used to 
deal with ships, meat, barbed wire. and other 
things. ' 

The S'ECRE'rARY FOR AGRICcLTURE: To secure 
barbed wire at a reasonable price for the 
farmers? 

Mr. SIZER: If it is possible to make the 
thing doubly clear, let us do so. I cannot 
under,,tand why the Government are not pre
pared to accept this amendment. The only 
reason for their refusal that I can see is 
that they are trying to serve two masters. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No. 
:\1r. SIZER: They have gone back on 

ever",·thing which they promised industrially. 
They have no industrial policy to-day; they 
have left the industrialists high and dry. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope that 
the hon member will discu ,s the amendment. 

Mr. SIZER: They have left the indus
trialists high and dry with no policy. They 
are now loolnng to the farmers. Some of 

Prlr. Sizer. 

their industrialist members are afraid of the 
measures which they are putting through. 
The Government are adopting a "Yes-No" 
attitude. so that their industrialist members 
will go to the industrialists and say that the 
lcgi<,lation means one thing, and the country 
members will go to their constituents and 
say it means another thing. Between the two 
thev hope to be able to fool a sufficient num· 
ber" of people to enable them to get back to 
power. This amendment makes it perfectly 
dear that we on this side want to secure to 
the farmers the export value of their pro· 
dl!cts when there is an exportable surplus. 
If there is anything sincere in the Govern
ment's agricultural policy, they will accept 
it. If th,cy vote against it, it will prove 
the truth of what we have said-that all their 
talk of love for the farmers is nothing but 
'' vvords, words, words.'' 

Question-That the wor·ds proposed to be 
added (Jfr. Swayne's arnendrnent) be so 
added-put; and the Committee divided:-

In division, 
The PREMIER: I declare that, in addi

tion to voting in mv own right, I vote for 
the " Noes" as proxy for Messrs. Coyne, 
Gilday, and McCormack. 

ilfr. ,\ppel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, W. H. 
, Bebhington 

Bell 
Bmnd 
C'lttermull 
Clavton 
Cor~er 
Costello 
Den con 
Edwards 
Elphinstone 
Fh,tcher 

" ~~~en 

AYES, 32. 
Mr. .Tones, J. 

Kerr 
, King 

"?llar<rrr<~or 
" ~la.x~vpl} 

}Joore 
, l\1organ 

:\ott 
Petrie 
HoiL·rts ,T. H. C. 

.. Hoberts', T . .H. 
Sizer 
:~wavP..e 

Tavlor 
Yo;Ylcs 
\VarrC'n 

Tellers: A!r. Bell and Mr. Brand. 

Mr. Barber 
Br-rtram 
Brennan 
Bulcock 
Collin. 

., Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, "'V. 
Ooyne (Proxy) 
Dash 
Dunstnn 
Ferricks 
Foley 
Forde 
Gilday !Proxy) 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hartley 
Tellers· Mr. 

NoEs, S6. 

3-Ir. lluxham 
.Tones, A. J. 
Land 
T .. arcomhe 
31 cConnac:-~ (Proxy) 
::\Iulbtn 

., Paynl' 
Pea::;e 
Pol!ock 
Rjorclan 
Hvan 
S1)1ith 

,, Stopfnrd 
Theodore 
\Yeir 

, \Y rllington 
,,-ii,::m 
\Yinstan]fy 

Hartley and 1\fr. Weir. 

Resolved in the negative. 

;yrr. SIZER (Xundah): I ha ye a further 
nmendn10nt to 1nove on clnnsc 5. I move the 
insf'rtion of the following new snlJclause, to 
follow line ~3 :-

" (v.) And receive and con_.iclcr any 
petition signed by not !res than 100 con
wmers of any commodity so declared by 
the Act in the dietrict or locality to winch 
the Order in Council shall apply." 

That is simply for the purpose of cnahling 
the consumers, if they feel that a hardshlp 
is being inflicted upon th0m, to pctlt.wn the 
Boar,cl. Probably they would havo that right 
under any circumstances, but the amendment 
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\;·ill enable the consun1crs to have some stntn3-. 
It will enable them to ask the Board to 
consider their ,-iews in connection with the 
matter. It will give a certain amount of 
J>rotection, without altering the purposes of 
the Bill. It will not act detrimontallv towards 
the farmers. · 

The SECREnRY FOR AGRICULTcRE : It is inc'ltl
sistent with the hon. mnmber's attitude on a 
previous mncndment. 

Mr. SIZER: It is not inconsish"nt. If I 
r·xcr • to ~ay to tho consumer:--: " The export 
Ya.luc is s~.; you (JO and get. it for 1::;.," I 
would bo iuconsistent. 

Mr. GLEDSON: If the export valuP is 5s., 
.should the,- got it for 10s. hero? 

::\1r. SIZER: If that was the case, there 
"\Yould be good argu1ncnt for the prP~cntat.ion 
Df a pc·tition to the Board on the grDund of 
·,)n~rcharging the consun1crs. 

Mr. GLlmso:-;: Does the hon. member want 
a provision that they shall only get export 
·ralue·? 

"vir. SIZER: There should be some pro
vi~ion ,.,:hcreb.v the consun1crs can prr-scnt 
a pdit.ion if they arc being ov.rchargod. 1 
{_lo not thi11l\: the arr1e1ulrncnt \Y11l give ofFl'ncc 
to the Countr:>· party. I think th" ::\Iinish•r 
chonlrl accopt it, and thereby safeguard the 
ini en _,L of the public gencralJy. 

l'.lr. BEBBTl\GTO~: \\'ill the ::\linister accept 
the amendment? 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGHICl'LTUHE: I w·ill 
iH<U' argu1ncnt first. I v;ant to kno\Y where 
The hon. member stands. 

i'.Tr. FRY (Kurilpa): The majority of the 
Govcrnn1ont men1 bcrs n1ust support this 
an1endmcnt if they hDpe to retain the confi
zlonce of the consumers of Queensland. Many 
,of thPm n~pre,cnt citj· constituencies and 
represent tLe consuinir~.g population. \Ye 
adm;t that the farmer has to fac' flooch, 
drought:-', anJ pests, and that he is cntitl( d 
to a fair return for anything that he pro
-duce~, and that \YO should give hirn every 
benefit thut we po.sibly can: but the con-
5;unwr has son1e right to be heard wh _ n 
prices arc being fixed. This amendment 
enables the consumers to approach the Boarcl 
to put their ca•c lJeforo it. Many hon. mem
bt.?r~ opposit roprc:ont the consurners \Vho liY~'' 
in the citio· and who consume the stuff that 
is produced in ihe country) and those con
wrncrs haYe a right to bo considered. It is 
r;ot a question of argument; it is a question 
,)f the GoYernmcnt doing their duty to tho 
11. ople of the State. 

Mr. KERR (EliO!J{!' ra): The ::\Iinister is 
not asked to ·do anything extraordinary: he 
is being asked to make provision to en a blo 
the Board, \vhich consists of primary pro-
1'luc:ers, to rccciYe a petition. Surely \YC can 
place on the statutes any suggestion to the 
Board': I am using the Minister's own words. 
crhe petition may bo of benefit to the primary 
producer o1· to the consumer or both. It 
i·eallv means that 100 people can "ign a 
potit'lon which can bo sent to the Boflrd. 
lt is not desired that those rcpi·c,entahvos 
of tho growers shall entertain the petition; 
they may merelc· file it and reply in the 
usual waY. Surclv tho lvfini:'iter ,,vjll not 
hesitate to accept- the amendment'? Th.' 
whole of t.he pooling arrangen1cnts are in the 
hands of the Board, and it can con1c to its 
own decision on tho petitiun. 

Mr. BEBBI::\GTO~ (Drayton) : Ii the 
vrimary producers can elect their own rcpro-

'mtatins to the Board, I do not think thev 
will have any objection to the amendment. 
They only want a fair thing. Th·' primarv 
producer has no objection whatever to ;, 

provision being inserted in the 
[7 p.m.] Bill to secure justice to the coH-

sumer, because all he ''ants is fair 
consiclNation al)d the ,,ame conditions Df 
Jiying as those enjoyed by the consumer at 
the present time, If the producer rccoivcrl 
the same tl·eat(emont as is m<)tod out to the 
worker, the price of his prodn( ,_, \Yotdd be 
fixed, not on the cost Df productiou hero, 
but on what it would cost to produce it in 
othPr countrit·s and bring it here. In thr> 
engine_ ring trade the price of a drill or a 
plough or a harYI-?ster is not fixed on 'Yhat 
it co'it'' to rnauufacJure tho",e ariicles in 
Queensland, but on what it costs to import 
them horn other countries. That is the basie< 
on which tbp 1.\orker's '\Vage3 arc fixcJ, and 
if the primar.' vroducers asked for the sa rue 
principle to be applied in fixing the price 
of their products, '\YC w·ould haYe a ri'"0 iu 
foodstuffs of about 50 per cent. straightaway. 
I rcn1crr1ber the ti1ne ''"hPn nHdt of onr dairy 
product:' can1o frorn NP\'V Zealand, and at 
that tin1c chce~C' '\rns alv a'"-~ about ls. 6d. 
or 1s. 8d. per lb.: and if 'you run out the 
prinuny producer. you will certainly haYc 
to pay the cost of bringing produce fron1 
other countries. But we do not ask for that. 
All we ask is that wo sha:l recciyo a fair 
prirc; that we sha 11 not be r:-'ganlcJ. lllPrC'ly 
as a iaxpay·ing animal, lmt tho_t ·v·' shall 
haYe the Kanw right,, and pri\·ilcgcs a:; tho~e 
Pnjoyed by other citizens. 

The SECRETARY FOR Aomn:urrHE: Are voll 
in Ln·our of the amendment·: ' 

::Hr, BEBBII\GTO~: Catain!" I am in 
faYonr of it. Do you ob jet' to it.? 

The SECRET.\HY FOH AGRICl'LTl:RE: Do you 
think there i8 any business in it'? 

1\Ir. BEBBI:\CTOX: C'ertainly there is 
bu::;iuess in it. I mn not afrai,d of allowing 
the eousumcr to kno'\'-' .as nll!Ch as po:,·.,iblc 
about the cost of production and about the 
prices we charg·e. Before the Minister ever 
knew that there was such a thing as th' 
dairying industry--

The CHAIRMAN: Order~ I would point 
out to the hon. member that the amencli11ent 
under discussion provide., for the Board 
rccciYing petitions from consun1ers. I hope 
the hon. member will confine his remarks to 
the amendment. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:\': \Ye have no obj0c
tion to the consu1ner knowing tho cost of pro
duction. and what we are getting for our 
products. \Vhcn we formed the Cheosp 
:\1anufarturers' Association, and a price wa> 
fixed, we advertised the information in the 
daily pa1wr", so that the consumer might 
know what the farmer was getting for his 
product. That was a very good arrangement, 
and the merchant was able to sec what priC'e 
he would have to pay for the cheese. 

The SEC'HETARY FOR AGRICl:LTUHE: ,\re you 
in fa Your of this amendment 1 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::f: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTL'RE: Are your 

party in favour of it? 

:~Jr. BEBBI~GTO::f: Yos. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGR!CL'LTL'HE: Then, let 

us get on with busineS:i. 

1\<Ir. BEBBINGTON: Certainly; I will 
make way for the Minister. 

lJ{J·. Bcbbington.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. vV. ~. Gillies, Buch'lrn): There is 
nothing in the arnond1nent. T'hore is an 
inherent right in every section of the eorn
:nunity to lJetit.ion the Board without placing 
it in this Bill. The a1ncrHln1ellt. \Yhieh corncs 
fron1 the National party, and' is, I under
stand, supported by the Country party, incli
cates the inconsistency of so1ne hon. n1en1bcrs 
opposite. There is really nothing in the 
amendment: but it does not get the peti
tioners anywhere. It only gets thPm as far 
a~ tho sugar-gro·wers gro,Ying c:a.110 for the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Con1pany got before 
the regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Boards 
legislation was introduced. As I say, the 
consurr1ers haYo the privilege of doing this 
"-ithout having the amendment put in the 
Bill. There is nothing in the amendment; it 
will not benefit either the consumers or the 
proc1ucers in any \:va.y. 

:\h. VOWLES: Ab·,olutely nothing-. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the loader of the Opposition wishes me to 
ac-cept the an1cudmcnt, I will agree to it. 

Amendment (.'VIr. SizeT) ag-reed to. 

::'dr. BEBBI::\iGTO=" (Drayton): I move 
the insertion, after the vvord '' co1nn1odity ," 
on line 45, of the words-

'' except such por·bon t1J.ereof as the 
grower rr1a v require for hi." own use, or 
for the use "of his stock, or for sale as seed 
t.o other growers." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. vY. N. Gilics, Eaclwm): I am not pre
pared to accept thr amendment as it is 
worded. I think there is some justification 
for the gro\ver retaining ~·:0 rnurh of rLhe con1-
mcclity as he ;·equires for food for. himself 
and family, and also as feed for h1s stock, 
Lllt to allow each individual member of the 
pool to becorrw a seller of seed or anything 
else will possibly defea.t the object of the Bill. 
I sug-P,'e~~ that the amendment be amended to 
read like this-

" such portion of thG commodity as the 
grower may require for food for his own 
fan1ily or for his stock." 

::'Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Yill vou allow a 
man to retain sufficient seed for his own 
planting? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes; h~ has the power to do that now. 
ThG clause makes provision for exempting 
from the operation of the section-

"(u) Such small growers of the commo
dity as the Board think fit; 

"(I;) Sales of the commodity direct to 
local consumers or to retail vendors; and 

"(c) Such other sales and purchases as 
may be proscribed." 

\Ve know that no Board would take away 
seed that a farmer required for himself. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTOJ>;: \\'e do not want the 
provision that the farmers may keep the 
seed for himself only. We want the farmer 
to have the right to sell seed to anyone 
else. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTlJRE: 
I cannot agree to that. He has no right to 
become a shan•holder in a pool and then be 
allowed to sell seed without the sanction 
of the Board. He has an inherent right to 
keep his product to feed himself and his 
family, and also his stock. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Board should 
allow a farmer to retain sufficient seed for 
himself. 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
lie \Yi:l certainly got thar; risht in p1·ncticc. 
There is no need to put it into the Bill. 

l\lr. BEBBIXGTON (Drayton): I thank 
the Minister for accepting so much of my 
unH:nclrnPnt as he has indicat.£'d; bt:t thjs id 
not the first ti mG that this party has adn1-
catcd the amc·ndrnent which I just man--d. 
'vY e advoca tee! it once before, and the 
l\Iinistcr refused to accept the very thing 
that hP is pre;cared to accept now. \Vhen 
we \Yore dealing with the Profiteering Pre
vention Bill, in 1919, I mm·ed the following 
ana:-nd1nent :-

" ="' otwithstanding the foregoing pro
Yisions, nothing in this .. Act shaH be con
strued to apply to !arm or other 
agricultural produce grown on the farm 
or premises of the producer thereof while 
being held there, whether for seed pur
poses or for sale." 

The Minister refused to accept that amend
ment. 

Mr. BREX"'Ax: Amend it in the way the 
J\linister suggests. 

l\fr. BEBBI~GTON: I will not. He can
not take away from a man the seed that he 
requires for his own use. Are you going 
to make a slave of a man by deciding that 
he shail not keep the seed which he has grown 
himself., Surely we arc not going to make 
producers bow down to sla ,·ery like that ! 
There are paddocks of lucerne all over n,y 
electorate, and dealers often go to look at 
that lucerne while it is growing and make 
an offer for it. iYir. Peak, of Toowoomba, 
has ridden miles and miles to see a paddock 
of lucerne. I ha Ye ridden miles and miles 
myself to sec the lucerne growing in orde1· 
to ob,crve if it was free from noxiou& 
weeds. 

:\1r. BREXXAX : The Pure See::ls Act give& 
all the protection you want. 

1lr. BEBBINGTO::-.J: It does not. I havo 
known paddocks all over the place to be 
ruined bv noxious weeds. I have known 
farmers :'0 have to wait two or three weeks 
before they could get any seed. I have had 
to wait a fortnight myself for seed. Sup
pose a farmer has a I)eighbour who wants tG 
buy some oi his seed. V\'hy should he have 
to send it miles and miles away to the 
Wheat Board to be sent back by the Board 
to a neighbour for seed? At' the present 
time the V\-heat Board refuses to allow any 
fr.rmer to sell seed to a neighbour. vYe wapt 
to give the farmer that power. I do not 
want to accept the Mini,tcr's suggestion, 
but my party are inc!inGd to accept it. If 
a farmer has a nice clean paddock of wheat, 
and the farmers want that fm· seed purpospq, 
w herG is the sense in making him send that 
do\Yn to the pool, 1niles and rnilcs a\vay ·: 
\Vlwn thG Denham Government were in 
power I made a similar appeal to )Vfr. 
Denham on the Co-operati\·e Agricultural 
Production Bill of 1914, and he said, "Yon 
do not "ant it with this Gm-ernment in 
power." He took up exactly the same posi
tion which the Minister is taking up now
that he was going to be there always, and 
the very same thing that happened to Mr. 
Dcnharri is going to happen to the present 
Minister. He is not going to come back next 
time. (Laughter.) We do not want to rely 
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on Ministers. \Ve want to have the provision 
in tloe Act, m that the farn,er can claim 
what he wants. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcL'fcRE: \Vhy do 
you accuse us of things like that? 

:i\Ir. BEBBI).[GT0::-1: We do not wan' to 
have to bow down to a :Minister. Whv do 
tlw Government want to introduce their 
Sm·iet system here? The farmers ,,,.ould no·c: 
benefit under it at all. The hon. member for 
Toowoomb:1 admitted this afternoon that the 
Bill was in.·ended to bring about the nme 
state of things that exic ~ in Russia. 

Mr. BRE::-!NAN (Toowoomba): The hon. 
ll1C'IUbcr still secn1s to ha Ye a br 8 in his 
bonnet. He talks about the Soviet sv•-tem. 
On the ono hand, he wants to get th~· best 
reward he can for the exertions of the farmers 
in the production of their commoditiPs (he 
is a! ways a .king for that) and we say that 
they can get it by controlling their own indus
tries. On the other hand, we hear all this 
talk about a communistic system. The hon. 
member does not want the farmers to get 
that reward at all. He is playing· right into 
the hands of the ?i' ationalist party. He wants 
every farn1cr to become a seed merchant and 
a mi,dUlernan. I-le is not playing the ga1no of 
the farmer at all, although he is sent hero to 
assist the farmer. The ::Ylinistor has inti
mated that he will accept an amendment to 
allow e:1ch farmer to keep sufficient wheat for 
r1c~xt year's seed. 

l'lfr. BEBBINGTOX: Bc-cause he ca-nnot help 
it. 

Mr. BREKNAN: That is all the farmer 
asks. The pool must be protected, but the 
hon. member wants every farmer to become 
a seedsman or an agent for the seed-,men 
living in the towns. His GoYE'l'ninent sup
plied wheat to farmers on the Downs for ;eed 
purpo''1~9, and some of thH11 sold it again. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Give us a case. 
Mr. BRENNAN: I can montion a case in 

the hon. member's own electorate. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: vVho was it? You know 

Yer·y well that they had to pay for it after
\Yards. 

:\Jr. BREN?i'AN: They bought it on terms, 
and they sold it for cash. If we allow tho 
amendment to go through, and the farmers 
are allow€d to sell their own seed "·heat, it 
will defeat the whole object of the Bill. 

Mr. VOWLES (D:;.ll!y): I would like to 
draw the attention of the Minister to nro· 
visions in the Wheat Pool Art. which g'ives 
the Wheat BoMd certain powers w;th remect 
h seed wheat. Subsection (4) of section ·6 of 
the Wheat Pool Act prm·idcs-

" Tho Board n1ay, in such cases, and on 
such terms and conditiom as may l>e pre
scribed, exempt (either generally or in 
any particular case) from the operation 
of thi, section-

(al Sales or purchases of seed wheat 
bv gro\\ ers of wht"at to or fron1 grovvers 
of wheat for bona iide use by the pur
chasers In their farn1ing operations." 

That has not been put i•rclo dfeet. I do not 
see whv the Board should not allow it. It is 
not a 'quc<,tion of the interpretation of the 
statut" by the Board; the powers have been 
given by this Chamber, and this Chamber has 
said that the Board may do these things. 
That is a direction to the Board to put it into 
effect. Subclause (4) of clause 6 of this Ilill 
provides-

" The Board may, in such case+, and on 

suC'h tcnns and cor.ditions as n1ay bo pr.c~ 
scribcd, 0xcmpt (Pithrr ~·enerallY or. 111 

any particular case) from the operatiOn 
of thls section-" 

That is exactly a copy of the fir,t portimt 
of section 6 of the Wh, at Pool Act. The 
Blll then goes on to say that the cx:crnption: 
shall apply to-

" (a) Such small grovv~rs of the com
modity as the Bourcl think fit; 

" (b) Sales of the commodity direct to 
local consumers or to rl'tail n·ndorc; and 

" (c) Such other sales and purchases as 
n1ay be presrribed." 

L not the power of the Board in relation 
to C'Cornptions \Vrapped up in thoso words, 
''as mcP bo proscribed"': If the power is 
gi,_·on to" the Board dirPctly under the legi-la
tion to refuse to cx01nnt even the st~ed 
required for a rnan's o\vn puryw.:;r~s. what 
ri"ht has he to retain it from the pool 
C}~cpt pcr111is~ion is granted bi1n ~~a. n1atter 
o' courtesy by the Board? \Ye take it that 
no Board would suggest that a man is not 
entitled to retain what he requires for his 
own purposes. This Bill, which is a copy 
of the \Yhe.at Pool Act of 1920 to a great 
extent, for sorne reason on1it ~ this power. 
Whv? The reason is because it has been 
n dead letter with the Wheat Board. If we 
allow it to remain a dead letter and do not 
protest, by implication vn1 shall be sancti?n
ing the actions of the \Yheat Board, wh1ch 
is defving the wishes of this Legislature. We 
arc told that that Board has adopted a new 
practice. 

Honourable rnmnbers ronvL'rsing in loud 
tones, 

The CHAIRMA).[: Order ! I again 
appeal to hon. members, on behalf of 
" I-Iansard" staff, to conduct their col!Yersa
tions in a lower tone. 

Mr. VOWLES: If tho Legislature decides 
to give to these people the priYilQge, ~ot 
only of using what th<ey reqnire for th•:ir 
own purposes, but of selling to their nmgh
bours, they should he allowed to do w. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl!RE : This Bill 
does not apply to wheat. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it does not ; but 
the Wheat Pool Act has bee11 practically 
copied. It will be found that practically every 
clause on pages 4 and 5 of the Bill, with 
the exc<'ption of subclause (3) of dause 5, 
to which we objected, is contained in the 
\Yhoat Pool Act. That JHOYision, to whlCh 
v" objecte-d, is an innovation. 1\ow the 
Government are l<'aving out of this Bill thi~ 
PO'' er of exemption, which i:-; contained in 
the \Yhoat Pool Act, and I want to knnw 
vvhy. The practice has been that the Be>ard 
has insisted on the sale bemg made through 
thP Board instead of through tbe individual. 
Why ·1 So that the proceeds of the 'ale will 
go into their fund, instead of the producer 
getting what he should get for his seed 
,;·heat. The wheat which is not to be for 
commercial use bnt for his own seeding has 
t·> be put into a common fund, ancl he gets 
ihe average price. Instead of getting. say, 
8-;. or 10s. a bushel for high.dacs ,~eel. he 
has to take the average price for commercial 
wheat. I think this is a s(•nsiblo and reason
able amend1nent. The 3.Iini~tf'r has agTeed 
to accept that portion of the amendment 
which state'-

" Such portion thereof as th<' grower 
may require for his own use or for the 
use of his stock." 

Air. YO?cles.] 
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ls it the intention to co1nmandecr durieg rL 

dry spell all the fodder in Queensland which 
provident persons have been wise enough to 
ccnseryo? 

The SECRETARY FOil .AGRICULTCRE: \Yhy use 
the "\vord " commandeer" ? 

:.\1r. VOWLES : Pooling is con1mandeer~ 
in g. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUilE: The 
hrmer., are going to control it. 

Mr. VOWLES: The farmers are going 
to control the assets of a provident inrli
,·idual who requires the fodder ho haii eave•l 
for his own purposoc. This fodder that h~,; 
been conserved is to be distributed amongst 
improvident fa,rmers, probably not in the 
~amo locality. Probably it "·ill be utilis<?d 
to feed racehorses. That will bo a very 
great injustice. ~\ farmer might conserYG 
fodder for the purpose of feeding i1is cows 
to produce milk or cream, if he is a dairy
man. If you take that fodder from him. 
you aru going to ·depreciate his earnin!; 
\10\Ycr. He might have some chrwce of 
being granted an exemption under the Dill, 
although it does not say so. Exemptions 
can only be granted to small growers. Pre
:::nnlHtbly the}' are producers of produce in 
negligible quantities, and they are not 
worth while worrying about. Exemption 
can ale·J be granted for sales of the com
moditv direct to lora.l consumers or to l'etail 
Yendoi·,, 'The man who conserves his lodrler 
would not come under that 11ortion. Nol' 
would he come under the portion which 
prm·ides t.hat "such other sales and pur
<.;hasos us rnay be prcscribc-d" rnay hP 
exempted. There is nothing in the Bill to 
protect the man o,yho has been provident 
enough to conserve fodder for his own use 
in a drv time. The Minist<•r ha' stated that 
he wilf accept that portion of the amend
ment which relates to wha.t is required [nr 
the farmer's own use and for the use of his 
stock. Instead of accepting- the amendme'J~ 
moYed by the hon. member for Drayton. 
why not insert the words of subsection (41 
of section 6 of the Wheat Pool Act of 192'), 
which says-

" Or for sale a· seed for bona fide us 
by purchasers in farming operations"? 

If the hon. gentleman will do that. he wiil 
be proceeding along the lines of the \Vhoa,t 
Pool Act. 

"'-Lr. \V. COOPER : If the amendment was 
accepted by the Minister, the whole Bill 
would be destroyed. 

:.\1r. VOWLES : Why did the hon. member 
agree in 1920 to those words being inserted 
in the Whrc,t Pool Act? Thcv have not 
acted disastrously in tha,t Act. ·The section 
has not been put into effect in accordan~c 
with the wishes of this Assembly. There 
evidentlv have been instructions 'that it is 
to rcm,;in a dc:td letter, a.nd I am con
firmed in that opinion when 1 find that the 
principle i·· left out of this Bill. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): I 
suggest that the Minister should accept •.he 
amendm:•nt. Anybody interested in farm
ing operrttions will know that in many dis
tricts vcrv keen interest is taken in 
procuring ·decent seed. Many men will go 
to a considerable amount of trouble to select 
certain r0rn out of a, maize crop before they 
take off the whole crop. They take those 
cobs, cure them, top a,nd tail them, and use 
the seed for seed purposes, and sell it to their 

[Mr. Vowles. 

neighbours, and their neighbours know thttt 
they are buying seed of excellent worth
probably better see-d than they can buy from 
any produce man in the State. The Secre
tary for Agriculture, no doubt, will 
remember a recent report in the da,ily papers 
of several fatalities among cattle which were 

poisoned by Soudan grass, and 
[7.30 p.rn.] it is generally thought that the 

Soudan grass which was respon· 
sible for the poisoning of those cattle had 
been considcrablv inoculated with one of 
tlw sorghums, and consequently contairHd 
a good deal of the poison found in sorghurn 
at certain 11eriods of its growth. The Min
istPr n1ust know, frorn 1 he cxpcrinu~nts 
being carried out at the Roma Experiment"] 
Farrn in regard to crossbred Soudan grass, 
that the;;;o grasses vary in different districts, 
and, therefore, they arc trying to tind out 
at the Experimental Farm at Roma t!w 
re<son w hv we find in some of t.hese cross
breds 'thN~ is a greater percentage of poison 
than there is in other crossbreds. Tlw 
general opinion on the Downs is that pm:e 
Soudan grass is not poisonous to cattle 'Jot 
a.ny period of its growth. 

1\:Ir. GLEDSO": Do you think it likely that 
there will be a pool in connection w1t 1

1 

Soudan grass? 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: This is too 

sPrious a matt121' for ono to take any notice 
of the hon. member for Ipswich. He pro
bablv knows about as much about Soudan 
gras~ as Soudan graPs kno,Ys about him, and 
that is nothing. If th<>re arc farmNs who 
take the trouble, as they arc doing, ~o 
secure seed that is as pure as you can buy rt. 
we have a right under this Bill to protect 
them, as far a, we possibly can. I think the 
hon. member for Dravton rr,entioned that 
there ,.-ere certain men who prided them
selves on the lucerne seed they sold, and that 
farmers traYel!ed long distances to paddocks 
of lucerne before the_\' purchased the seed 
to sec that the lucerne was free from that 
great curse. dodder. If a, man has 100 
acres of lucerne free from dodder, which 
he is growing for seed purposes, why should 
that man not be allowed to supply the 
growers in the immediate neighbourhood 
with lucerne seed which thee know is abso
lutelv free from dodder? ·why should that 
man" be expected to send that -.·eed in to a 
Board in 'Toowoomba, or Brisbane, or some
where else while the men in close proximity 
to him. when they want lucerne seed, are 
compelled to go to some firm and take their 
"·ord that it is free from dodder? I cannot 
see why the Minister should object to the 
amendment, and I would ask the hon. gentle
nHtn, bPforc he ~a.ys that he }p, only going to 
allow a man to keep sufficient seed for his 
m.-n use, to look at it from the broad point 
-the practical point of view. Those of us 
who haYe been farming, and who know the 
difference between good seed and bad seed, 
and between pure seed and impure seed, 
would sooner go to a man who has a reputa
tion as a grower of seed, and who takes 
some trouble to secure good seed, and pay 
hin, b. or 23. a, bushel more, because we 
know we arc getting the article that we 
rrquirc, rather than go to a produc-e mercha11t 
and buy seed which he says is pure, hut 
which is afterwards found to be impure. 
The hon. member for Toowoomba mentioned 
the fact that wo have a Pure Seeds .Act. 
Quite so. After all, who are the people who 
advocated a, Pure Seeds Act? The people 
who advocated a Puro Seeds Act were the 
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Jl1l1Ch. 

on trn 

t.rouLJe \Y(' ~rot 
i~ to havr a. far-re aching 
th" of th,• Op11c ,ition 'ws pointed o1~t. 

1~ nlrf'ady containcl 1n 
Pcol Acr. \Yhat· do we ~e0 in 
Pool Act' \Ye see that the 

the rig-ht to keep back sufficient 
own nsc, and he has also the 

f)(JW£'r to retain a cPrtain amonnt of seed 
in ca~c there is a failure. \Yhen you put 
seed mto thP ground it does not always 
germinate and grow. You have to get the 
weather conditions suitable to enable that 
seed to germinate. and to enable it to become· 
a stronA-, hetlthy plant; and, in some 
instan<C<,s, we find it is advisabl0 to replant 
a paddock in order to take advantage of 
favonrable v .·ather at a certain period of the 
year. C'onscqucntlv. I would ask the 
Minister to reconsidrr his decision, f!S I am 
perfectly C·Cl·tain that. if he will accept the 
amenJment in toto, he will ncvPr regret it. 
I trust he will not be influenced bv outside 
opinion, but will be influenced by the prac
tic~l Dpinions expressed by hon. members 
on this side of the House. 

Mr. CORSER (llurnett): I support the 
amendment, and I hope the Minister is 
going to place it in the Bill. I understand 
the l\Iinist•'r is prepared to acc•·pt the first 
portion of the amendment. but, he thinks it 
is unnecessary to place it in the Bill as he 
considcrc there will be sufficient discretion 
in the hards of the Board to carry it ont 
without ins('rting it in the Bill. But we 
know from the cxn~rience of the a clrr,'inis
tra.tion of Act< of Parliament that thosc 
adminiotcrin,- the ~\cts takA notice onlv of 
t.hr.s- +hincfs ·that are sjwcificd thf'r in.·· an<'! 
if we do nnt set out what is the intention of 
Psnliament. we are not going t·o have the 
-\et nOmini~terr·d a:;1 WC dPsirc. rrhe Minister 
has inrli< otcJ thd he is prepared io accept 
an s•mcndmcnt to enable the grower to keep 
sufficient sc0rl for his own use and for his 
own hon·"chold rcquircwcnh: bnt he does 
not seem prepared to place it in th<s Bill. 
Thnt is most essential. and I am going to 
press f(Jr the right of the ]Jroducer to sell 
seed to other producer~. 

Mr. BRF.NNAN: Subclaus0 (iv.) gives ,greater 
nm~ers than subection (iv.) of the '''heat 
Pool Act. 

Mr. C'ORSER: 'I'\o. 

Mr. BREl':NAN : If thev ex<mpt the small 
producer. thev can do a~ th0y like. 

Mr. CORSER: But thev do not do it. 
Th0 Board " m a,," do "o. but the same 
provision is made in the Wheat Pool Act. 

Mr. BnENNAN: You are <trg-uing that there 
is not as much pow0r in this Bill as is con
tained in the Wheat Pool Act. 

Mr. CORSER: We want rr,ore power. We 
want to improve it as we go on. We are 
dealing with a wide range of commodities 
here. A pool may be asked for in connec
tion with any product. From the experi-

1922-5 D 

h·1d of tlw Pool Act. 
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The SccmcTARY FOR J.GRICL:LTC:RE : He might 
defy the Board the-1. 

2\Ir. CORSEH.: I-:- is a po\YCT ~n·hiC'h the· 
farmc·r ~njoys to-da:-. nd we hanl no right 
to take ]t U\\'ay fron1 him. \Ve ,.grcc that 
rhc farrncr :mav do i ', but wo do not sav that 
th<~ Board "n;ay '' do it, because 'vc~ havH 
found that Boards in the past ha,·e not done 
it, \Ve should not tie the prima'-y producer·· 
t
1ov n bv an A<'~ ,,·hich will work to his 

disadvarltag(·. It hns br,,:n explained that. 
JH·ighbrnrs re 1Jr _'parf'd to take seeD. grown 
loeallv bv a reliable farmer rilthPr than to
buy i.t fl~o~n sc'ndgrow·erf' \vho1n they do not 
know. The hrm. me m b'r for Pittsworth 
rofprrf r] tn the f _l_C't that 8oudan gra.-~s bccame
inocuJatPd 'Ylth son;hun1, irnphec. or otheF 
grass soed grovvn in close proxin1ity, and 
that cattle were poisoned with hydrocyanic 
gas through eating jt. \Yhen a farmer gTovv& 
pure Soudan fore'·'"· and the local peopl0 know 
nwt llOt Jlkcly to LJ poisoned from 
it, why we ;w.'vent thr ]acal men 
taking srcd hirn. 

Rt::ff:.'TOncc hai' l1•cn made to 1naizc. One 
fnrn10r 1nay grow good 1naize. which ha& 
hecrmc acdirnaii"-ed and produces beautiful 
eccd. Why siJOuld that maize be pooled when it 
c,,n be of :mch vaL1C' to tbose in the ueighbour~ 
l,ood \\ ho wish to buv it' \Vhv ~hould the
,e,ro\-r·er be compel~ -·d ~to put that maize into 
the pool when h< could i1se it to such great 
t dvantagf' anJ f!Pt an incrC'v.;;cd rc\Vard for 
raising Hch good ''ed' A man might buy 
n1aize ··eeJ frorn aJJvonc oui~;;ide. \\hirh, while· 
tnH' to typr and. accl1nJati~crl, n1ay have 
be'n jno( tdatcd bv b0ing groYvn in c1osc 
nroximltv to son1c ~Jther kind of n1aizc. Wo
imo-v th~t VNY careful growers will only 

a c~:_rh.in class of maize \Yithin a safe 
fron1 oth( r maize, and then it 

true to h·nc. Farn1crs kno\v where 
; hey l an get rna]~~ tnH• to typP fron1 local 
frro\,.~Prs, and l:Vf' slH .dd net introduce any 
f('r6Rlatlon to Dl'(·vrni t.hcm from enjoying 
tl1at advantag-1. Good rnnlzo ~f"'ed is V\~orth 
about 4o. per buBhcl more thRn ordinary 
m~izc, and whv ,)wuld men who ar" improv
in!; the .-ari<ltit's of sce<:l bP deprived of tl;at 
ulvantagc 1 \Ve fi11d that shqJpmp; compames 
t:' rP prc'pnrcd to cn.Try Rtud stock frmn Groat 
Rritn in to New Zealand free of charge, so a~ 
to 1nlfH'O\'t' thP stork in ?\e-w ?;ealand. 
Surely we- are not t:roing to do anyth_ing t_o 
hamper the production of stud seed 111 thur 
State. The amendment is quite reasonable, 
and I <.annot understand why the Minister 
will not accept it, and exempt from the pool 
110t only such portions of the crop as are 
required for the use of a man's family and 
stock or for seed to be sown in his own 

Mr. Corser.] 
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place. but to enable tbe producer. after 
ra Is!llg a good class of seed, to sell it to 
othc•r producers in the Statl•. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOK (fp.m·i· 'I: I am wrv nwch 
surpri,ed at tlw attitude which the Op1iooition 
a~P takmg up in connection with the BilL 
\\ (' have Lf':'n for nParlv two sittinus dPalitH:r 
with five clamPs of th, Bill. which w~~ L>rongi~ 
lll at the request of hon. members opposiw. 
,and the opcratton-=. und ·r \vhich are to be 
<~OI.ltrollcd by n B(Jlll'd appointed bv the 
pr1nwry pro.ducer-.. The hon. nH•mbCr for 
Drayton Hlovcd thi:-; arnnndrnent. ancl thPn the 
!eadt r of the Opposition g·ot , anJ. said that 
1t v1as n1ovcd in the \Vron-g 

Mr. \~OWLES: 2'-:o. 

Mr. GLEDSO:'\: Tlw Bill nroYic: for wbt 
hon. lllL'1111-er.:; cppo ,ite are t~?iHt; to gut 1n in 
nno~her way, and thp_.· want to nwke a nle:--s 
of the I3ill altos·ether. 

:'llr. Vowu:s: No. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: What go,>d woald it d, 
the Gm·ernment to bring iu a Bill "hich· di:l 
not gnyc tho prjruary producers th(• po'.'·cr to 
.control tiL·ir own indnstrv' 

Mr. \ owr.r.s: \Vln· did. vou aliow it i" th:-
'\Yhea t Pool Act ? • · 

1\Ir .. GLEDSO:'~: Lrt u> sec wltar the claLHe 
.conta1nc;·, Subdause {4) reads--

'· The Board may, in Sl~eh t"~r~ and on 
::-uch terrns and c0ndition~ a.-:. n1av be 
pr(·.cribL•_d, ex('ept (either geit;.~ruliY ~H' i?! 

an_y particular ea . ..:...) Lom the O'h:I' ;.rion o£ 
dus section- ~ 

(u)_ Such small gror crs cJf the < ;)nl

rnoLhty as the Board think nt; 
(IJ) Salr of the commodi·v direct h 

local consumers or to r-.-·tail YE-ndor.s.' 1 ' 

"'\Yhat is a local consurncr but a rna 11 ~vho 
buy·.; for the purpost:s of st_;ed fron1 hjs n0in+
bo_u1: '? The thing hon. Incrnhel'3 opposite ~r·o 
talking about all the tin1e i~ ~:dread·v in t~1'' 
Bill. ' ,, 

Mr. Va\/LES: It i5 not in the BilL 

. 3.lr.. G LEDSOX : Anyone wi1 h 01 aHL't l'V 

Intelligence_ call scr~ ihat the Bi1! give, th~~ 
po-\Ycr wh1l'h hon. rneinbers O')po;:;;1te are 
.asking for. The nH~rnber3 of thd Board ar-.> 
elected by the primary producers thrmsclvc,. 
The B1ll ~1ves th<·. Board PO\~·er to exempt 
a gro\ver rro1n put~1ng a certain quantity of, 
say, lucerne seed mto th2 pool if he wants 
to sell it to his neighbour for st•ed purposes; 
1t also prov1des that th~ Board eau extmpt 
a 1l:Prta.In an1o_unt ?f L.1ruze or other product 
;\'llieh 1s rcqtured tor seecl purposes. 

Mr .. l'OH2ER: "What about what r·e requires 
for h1s own use? ·whc-re is the power in 
rPgard to that? 

. Mr. GLEDSOX: The power is here. This 
1s .,n attempt on the part of the Opposition 
to 'neck the Bill. \Vhy ·; In the interest·' of 
th,• big linanci<1l institcitions, who are bdrind 
them. (Opposition laughter.) It is the voice 
of Jacob, but the hand of E-au. Hon. mem
bers opposite say: "Yes \Ve are croinrr t-o 
11a.1·e a pool. ·we arP 'loobng after" tho 
pr1mar_:, producers. \Ve arc goincr to look 
a ftcr this pool, which is g-oing to be ~of benefit 
to the primary l)roducer." Then they come 
here and obstruct the Bill. This Bill pro
vides for the co-operative marketing oi the 
produ:'e of the farmers, yet hon. mcmb<'rs 
oppos1tc want to wreck it. When the hon. 
membf'r for Drayton w:<s first elected to this 
l-Iou.-;e, he vi-~af' a farmers' rt:pre::Jentative, and 

[Jlr. CorsP.r. 

h, can1t' \\ 1 th big 1d€ als,, and wn.s imbued 
with the of do1ng ~ornething for the poor 
f::Jrnll•r .. H.c came here prepared to uphft t1Hl 
poor settlt~r a.nd rnake his ljf,, \.VOrth living. 
:\'uw he sit., b0hind th hon. member for 

{\~rtis., ·,yhD ropre01ents the ~ig trusts; 
ll~hwd the hon. member tor c\.!bert. 

r.OJl. mcmb ·r for Daiby is leader of thH 
Couutr:: cmtl. he is not a farmer at all; 
lw 1s a The hon. member for Dray· 
ton cits oH these people to-d .. y, and 
they .. ,.e :.ll out to 'Heck thi .. BilL Th8 hou. 

lllC'tnber brings 1n a'n an1endmt.nt in the onclea-
d•e fr at th<, whole Bill. the 

th 1 L thf"'l'::e 
ha ,.e to c-on• end 

~Ir. ·oRR''R: 1.u0y had to fight Fihelly last 
y( 1.r (L--tug-htf'r.) 

itlr. GLEDSO::\": T'h ·· h,td to co:11e to the 
GovPriHner:.t to assist t~€-rn to got out of their 
difficultie~,. rrhe sarne thing applies to the 

co-op<:~·ativc con1p:"nies ha·d a 
before they p;ot a footing. This 

fol' a.,sist.ing the fanner to 
hi~ ~qods e-o-operativel~.T' but the 

\\-hoi0 O;Jpu<tion. itJeluding the Country 
part,v and the :2\ationalists, who are cumposod 
of micld> n'•n, are bound together to wreck 
the nF T~i~ nJoaGur-; iP E-oJlely for the 
bc'1cfit of th· pri-mary producer, yet hon. 
r1embers o;','o..,itP arc trying to WYCl.k it. 
~L BEBBL'\GTO::\ !Dr11uton): I would 

like t0 k .ow if th" Minister and the hon. 
:nr Ip.~,~-1('h know the difference

( )lnmo ~tack ·and purebred stock. 
a pool for purerred cattle, would 

nnpositc ce>mpPl the hreeder of 
c.,.Jck to put his stock in with 

ccr hPrd? 
:11r. W.\RRE:\: Certainly they would. They 

d ~} not kr:o·, any bet-ter. 
JI.Ir. Il"HBI:'~GTOK: The,· would do it 

heertU'" tia·v do not know th,~ differc.nce. It 
is the •a•n w:.h seed. whether it is tho seed 
of c::.•rt•a1.s ur anvthing eh0. If a man has 
Jmr·phrul sec i. why should he be compelled to 
put it i .lt _) the pool with the o"""d1nary COITI

n: ' arti(.ie' If a farner g·o~o to the trouhle 
aud 1_ xptm"'e of g,_,~:ting pure seed, just the 
:3ame a:s thf\ cattle-owners do to get pure~ 
bn'd st.oc'<. he •houJ.d not be asked to niix it 
with the common herd or the e·ommon seed. 

Th,• SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
After 1'c.]lC speech o: the hon. me'nher for 
Ipswich, there is little left for me to say. 
The leader of t-h0 Opposition quot\_.·d a section 
of the Wheat Pool Act, and tried to lor.d the 
C-nnmittec to bt.lio,·c that ther' wore greater 
pri,~ileges under· that Af"i· t,han under this 
Bill. The hon. gentlerna·n is quite wrong . 
Thi~ clnu:.·e rE'rHls-

" (4) The Boar 1 may, in such c \3Cs and 
on su( h tcrn1s and conditions as n1ay bG 
pn•.· .. ribed, exempt (either generally or in 
.my particular case) from the operation 
of this ·F<, ion·-

((1) Such Bmall growers of the com-
moditv as thP Board think fit;" 

That exemption does not apoar in the Wheat 
l'ool Act. Thi,q Bill exempts 'he small 
~ro rers of the commodity if the Board think 
fi.t. Dnd it :1lso exempt'-

" I') Sale,, of t'he commodity direct te 
local consumers or re::iail yendors, and

" (c) Such other sales and purchases aii 
rr.ay be prescribed." 
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\Ye :."ow the Wheat Board i; dealing with 
wheat. and seed "·heat is an important thing. 
Supposing a pool was forn1ed tunong~t, the 
H.!.odC:) gra·"~ growers for the purpose of pool
ing the s0ed, or E-upposi::Jg ·there \Vas a pool 
for pa' pal urn seed. There is a lot of pas
pahun grown in .)~ orth Queensland, and also 
1n the I{ingaroy ·district) and sent all over 

, A.ustralia. AE'>::-uming a pool i:-; funned, ·what 
a ridjculous proposition it v:oulcl be to allow 
·each gro\ver to sL'll his O\Yll paS_i)aluln seed 
wherever he liked. \Ye mu& remember that 
three-fourths of iho product'l'S {'Oncerncd havP 
ii_r·.t to agrco 1D form a pooL To Jjf3h•n to the 
one-cvtd that h , YC' b: cu nu1d0 bv 
hon. V OlJPOSI 2, one 1\'0U ld in1aginC 
tha~ the Board ,~,-as s01nething hcstilL~ to the 
g?'OY\'CI'S, or that it \Yas a Go\ enllnent institu
liOn. 

1\fr. VO'-\'LE.S: That is our exper1encc in 
connpction with the \Vhcut Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTuRE: 
The Wheat Board has not been interfered 
·with in any way by the GoYermnent or by 
myself as Secretary for Agriculture. The 
Bo:u·d was appointed by the gTowers to carry 
.out its duties free and untrammelled. There: 
is no suggeetion that the GoYernment or the 
Secretary for Agriculture should interfere 
with the farmers' business in any way. To 
listen to the speeches of hon. members oppo
site, one would imag-ine that the Board was 
going to try and injure the dairy farmers; 
but, as a matter of fact, it can exempt the 
small growers altogether. It can also exempt 
sales of the commodity to local consumers 
and retail yendors. If the amendment of 
the hon. member for Drayton were inserted 
in the form he suggested, it would defeat 
the object of the BilL I am quite willing 
to allo ,'; the farmer to retain the product for 
his mYll food or as food for hie, familv or his 
stock. ' 

Mr. BEBDINGTOX: Why shouldn't you do so? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

It is wonderful to see the suspicion the hon. 
member for Drayton has of the dairy 
farmers. 

::ilr. BEBBINGTON: Suspicion of you. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'CRE: 
What have I got to do with it? The Board 
will be <'lected by the votes of the growers, 
and natur".tlly they will pick the beet men 
out of their number to represent them. What 
a poor opinion the hon. member has of .ll.is 
fellow-farm~rs if he thinks that they would 
·do anything unreasonable or anything that 

WOl!ld inflict hardship on the 
[8 p.m.] growers or suppliers. The whole 

thing is reallv a co-operative 
undertaking. All the gro":ers become share
holders automatically by proclamation, after 
<Jxprcssing their willingness to have a pool 
.created, and they appoint their directors
that is, the Board-to carry out the pool in 
the inhrests of all the shar-eholders. 

vVe have been six and a-half hours on five 
dauses of this Bill, and it really appears to 
me that hon. members, although they declare 
from time to time that they aro not hostile 
to the measure and that they believe in the 
pooling system, are actually opposGd to this 
proposaJ. Every time they get up t'hey point. 
out weaknesses of the Bill. I am aware of 
those weaknesseo. They must exist in any 
scheme controllGd by human beings; but the 
Bill itself gives the Board all the power they 
want. It was draftod with a great deal of 
care and consideration by myself, because I 

rf'cJgnised that, when it ca1ne into this 
Charr:bcr. if it was possible to point out any 
f!a\W in it, they would undoubtedly be dis
closed. As my friend the Secretary for Rail
wap _ay". an,·ono c <11 destroy a palace, but 
it takes a man with some constructive ability 
to build a fo,,·lhousc. \Vhcn the foundation 
'Yas laid of this legislation we had nothing 
to guide us, because \Ye are making history; 
WC> ar:._• pa::3sing legislation which has not been 
passed in any part of the Commonwealth or 
in arr,· part of the world, so far as I knovv. 

:\lr. YowLES: You had the \\'heat Pool 
Act ro guide you. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTGRE: 
I am sptaking generally of the legislation 
uf this Government. I sa0 that in Queens
land we are pioneerinG this legislation. The 
Bill has been framed with due regard to the 
r.'quiruncnts of the case, and gives to the 
Board elected by the farmers all the power 
necc--'3ar'"· to n1ake a 3uccess of 'the schmne. 

:J.Ir. CoR~ER: lt clop-. not giye the produeers 
power to sell seed to other producers. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE: 
It giyo-; the Board power to exempt small 
growers and such salPs " a-s 1nay be pre
scribed ... 

:\Ir. BEBBIXGTOX: The \Yheat Board has not 
dmw that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl7LTURE: 
It can do it, and I think that we can very 
well leitvo it as it is. I have no objection to 
allowing any producer to retain so much as 
lw may require for him,elf. his family, and 
his stock, but to allow him to sell just as he 
liked would practicaly destroy the whole 
scheme. 

Mr. VowLES The 'Wheat Pooi Act exempts 
sale' by grov ·r, to other growers for seed 
for Ui·e in farrnlng operations. \Vhat does 
that nH'an? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 
I say that the proYision of this Bill giving 
power to exempt small growers gives a 
greater power than the \\'heat Pool Act. 
I admit that the Wheat Pool Act does make 
ex,c•ptions in re.:pect of seed, but that Bill 
d!'alt with a specific crop. In the case of 
bananas and pineapples there is no seed at 
all, and in the case of Rhodes grass and 
paspalum there is nothing else but seed. If 
you ex cm pt tho commodity for seed purposes, 
you exempt the ·whole commodity. I see nu 
reacon why I should give the shareholders
if I may put it in that way-povcer to sell 
unk"' Hw Board wish. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pitt."vorth) : 1 
again draw tho attention of the Minister to 
't!beiause (4) of clausc 3. Very few rnen know 
how to grow and save lucerne seed. Suppose 
mch a man happPns to be in an area where 
a nool has been ·declared, and another such 
man in an area in which there is no pool. 
The latter can ,,;c]l lucerne seed untrammelled 
to any of his neighbours. He ·can eYen go 
and sell it in the area in which a pool has 
been declared. For the life of me I cannot 
understand why the Minister objects to the 
in~f·1·tion of these \Yords. because tho f'llbclau~c 
I havo mentioned distinctly states that only 
certain specified lvcalities or districts may 
he affected. If we di,d :not want a pool for 
lucerne seed on the Downs, and thev had one 
below the Range, what is to prevent a well
known lucerne-seed grower on the Downs 
horn selling it below the Range ? 

M1·. J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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1 OR .t-'\GHICULTDRE: A ]ucarnc
,.ot be YCJ'y efl'Pctive in 

Th 

of -..vheat of 
; bL~ }n this 
certain ]ocali

others rnay not~ 
h·twccn the two 

onlv 
"\vhe~t gro"Z~·n 

lVlr. J. H. C. ROBT:RTS: There is a 
certain amount grown in the Burnett and 
N" anango di,, ric ":s. The ll,l[inister. referred to 
paspalun1; but i;aspahun seC'd 1s used for 
only ono purpose-to propagate its kind. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR AGRIC<:LTURL: It is 
being sold i11 tho Southem States. 

Mr .. J. R C. l~OBERTS: 'Cuder those 
conditions, it wou\:! bo quite safe to allow 
the grower" to sell amongst themselves, pro
vided that, for export p~upose•·. it was 
pooled. Th0 men who buy rt for the export 
trade would be tlw <' "· ho would make the 
big profits. It is not sold as .a food com
modity; nothing is mado out of it; it is not 
even sold as bird seed. I ask the Minister 
io read subdause (4) of cl a us<' 3 l· •fcrp he 
definitelv rcfu"·c to the gTowe' the right to 
rchtin hls serd, provjdp,d he is a 1nan \vho 
has a rwnv1 fOl' taking a lot of trouble and 
saving only ,eed of e·zcellent quality. Sueh 
a ltJtJ.ll has a right to be put on the same 
footing as another rnan in a district, where 
there -is no pool. 

:\!r. BRB~:\_.A.N ('.<"o'rU'O/J tl
1.a) In ~naking 

such speeches a he h& · t th<": }JO'l. 

rnem her ror Pi Us\- orth U!tderratt-;;o, the 
ir:tc1ligpncc uf the farrnr:rs. Jut-t in1agine 
ha\·ing a pool in rcscnJ to lucurne seed on 
th0 l)o\.Yns and no:1e for i hat gro-.Yn below 
the Rang<', \~ hl n i 1L- 1vhu 
th(' lucerne se(~d hn , ~_, 
. , :wthPr thev \Yan+- i1 or 
>Pf'n in tlw Lo-ck;.''~' cl:_- tri(' snyi::- {!' 

a pool and those on the Dcnn:. 
do not \\ant one. 

sa.y 
the 

\.Yant 
they 

\Vc- haYe tl'-1 exa.1npl(~ of ihe o· -·ration of 
the la\v in connection wi+b the l.~nana lJOol. 
The farmer'< did not •.•;ant it, and that wao 
the end of it. \Ve do n ,t mv they must 
ha\ c nool but thi·. Bill giveo th; m the 
pow0r ·to nools if tlwy so de·<'ir~ .. The 
1c<H1Pt' of the ~ \YUS very unra1r to~ 
n1g'ht. Ilo either not prepare his a.rgu-
nwnts, or he \Yas trving- to mislead the 
Houcc Subclause (4) 'Of ~lause 6 ie Pxactly 
thr ,,amo as suhscdion (,i) of sndion 6 of the 
\\heat I'ool "\d. It proyidc1·-

" The Poard may, in such f'a~cs. and 
011 8urh tcrrn~ and co:-:il.ifions as mav bP 

prescribed, excn1pt (t-~thr,r generallY or 
1n any particular (·as<') frorn the opt?ra· 
tion of this section"-

The Wheat Pool Act say,, tl:at tho Loarrl 
rr.ay exempt--

" Sale"l or purchases of 8{_•r·d wheat by 
gro\Vf'rs of wheat to or froHJ growers of 
'"heat for bona fidC' use by thC' purchasers 
in their farming operations .. , 

Mr. VO\YLF.S: That !R what we a~k for now. 

[Mr. J. H. C. Robeds. 

J\!r. BRL::\:\.\:\: This Bill says that the· 
Bucu·J lllUY CXC111pt--

;:;;ma:l 
a~ Board 

The ~mall gTO\Yet· can do \Yhat ho li~~c ~sell, 
. barier. 1\'itlwut m::-Tessly 

h1 po-., l'l'S a.rc to be, he is 
c.::. The bon. nH~n1ber 

;:t:1 tcd in the \Vhcut Pool 
awl n?t hen·. lie Inust agTcP that the 

'.!.l:'uwcr:S wdl have- grPatt'l' po~:cr once thev 
the cxomptinn. The ~t~cond paragraph 

" Sales of the corn modi ty direct to locai 
consuiner3 or to retail vcuclor:s.'' 

That f'oYc•rs the arncnd1n0nt of tl1e hon. Inmn
ber for Drayton. If the Board y, ill not grant 
f'XPnlptions, bPing the creation of the fanners 
tlle;n c•h' s, it can be dealt 11ith by the 
fanner.-.. 

2\lr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Vhat is to bc'2ome 
;f the pool if they can do that? 

2\Ir. BRKt\NA:'-1: If theY can do it what 
js there to \Yorry about? " ' 

:\fr.. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: As a matter of 
fact, It IS nut a 1 -lOling Bill at all. 

.,.?..fr. B,RE:\':\fA::\': It need not be a pooling 
J~Ill. 'Lien. the clause further provides for 
t lw cxen1 ption of~ 

" Sur h other cdln and purchases as 
~~Lay be prescribed.') 

2\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Vhat is the good 
of the vool if the Board can exempt every
body? 

.:\li'. BHE:\::\' A:\: A li these people on 
~Jc·baJf of whom our opponents arc co1nplain-
H1g' n y f'XCinptloncl if the Board secs fit~ 
Th· , of tlw Op:•osition and the l10n. 
n,lPlHDer for Drayton <ay that it is necco::sary 
tnat !'rower· ,ohould haw· the right to sell. 
J u .t 1magwe all m, mg sc'cd to be sold by any 
_rpr..:on ot all! 

Mr. BEBBJxGTOx: Oh, no, You are mis-
1~ J cli1~g 

\1r. nRE:\:\'AN: B:- or b any grower . 
\Yhr ants seed but the grower? If ovcrv
l,ody . the: right to sell sPed, it will defeat 

· ob]<'ct of the Bill. If these men ha vo the 
r~ g~1t t:> retain such see-d as they require for 
t1H'1r own use, the rest should go into tha 
! ~ooL . If one 1nan grov/::; a perfect article, 
~UI->CriOl' to anybody el~o, as the hon. mmnber· 
for Pitt;worth st • tes, ]w lLs the power to 
c (_ t a :1 C'xcrnption under the exen1ption of 
"mch othn salrs and pur•:hases as may be 
t•J e;;:c·riLed." 

\h. IlEBBIXGTO:--l: Exemption is granted 
in the case of \Yell-known growers of 

wheat. 

2\lr. BR EN.'\'AJ\': The farmers ~an nut a 
'· 'W Bcarcl in if thev aro not satisfied. with 
the a.c'ions of the 'men whom thev have 
drcted. I think the Miuister shot;ld not 
t.< c- 1 llt tlH ... ' aincnJmLnt. 

"'1r. DE.V:O'; (f'unningham): I want to 
rr late the actual m:perience under the \Vhcat 
Board in f'Onnoc.:tion wjth seed "'\heat. I can 
'"Y for cPrtain thal: the only way in which 
thP Board has managed to deal with the 
LHmcrs has been by simply ignoring all 
transactions in seed wheat. I have seen men 
de;,]ing with wheat under the very nose of 
;he' Board's officer. who did not take any 
r:otice. They simply defy the Board. It 
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has b·.·cn found so ir"convcnicnt to refer every 
trancachon in seed wheat to the .Board t2Htt 
i~ ha:; been itnvo.5s1ble to get n1en to cornpiy 
\Yith tllc Ad. 

:2\Ir. \Y. CooPER: Thr•rt• v .. -111 b..:: no fca,r 
fron1 this 1neasure then. 

:-.Ir. DEACO::.\: f:\ornc titEC sornr-body 1nay 
be cac;sht. Later on in tlte Bill provision 
is made for the imposition of a fine of £500 

.. when anybody is found infringing the pro
vision of the nH~asurc. 'rhc men arc taking 
-those risks at present. \Yh:.· not legalise it. 
and allow it to be done·: The Minister is 
out to get the cxpcrienc(\ of fanners. \Yhy 
dors he not btke so1ne noti<:e of this'! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJC1'LTURE: I take " 
lot of notice of the farmers, but I do not 
take notice of men who say they represent 
the farmers. 

:VIr. DEACO:\': I am a famwr, and I have 
suffcn•d this in·:onnmience. If the .:VIinister 
a·kcd the \YLcat J:,Jard. he would be told 
that ihi~; is going on. l-Ie could see it for 
hin1>elf if he e11t UlJ imo the \".·heatgrol\ ing 
.-districts. 

Mr. COHSER (!Jurur tl): The }linister has 
indicatNl that he is prc•pared to accept the 
first vart of thi;;; anu:·ndrnent. 

The SECRET.UW FOR AGRICC:LTT:RE: If the 
}wn. member for Dra:·ton withdraws his 
arrH.:nd~twnt, I Y ill accept that portion. 

:Yir. CORSEH: If the ammdment is 
.. n~ 1-·t.hy of being put in, 'vhy should the 
Mumter not a·"r·••pt it·~ 

The SECRETAHY FOR ~\GRICCLTC:RE: Let thr 
hon. rncn1ber fur Drayton \Yithdra\v l1is 
amendrnc11t. 

Mr. YO\YLES (Dalby): The hon. membeL· 
for Drayton ha· already spoken on throe 
occ rswns. and . it is not competent for him 
to r,r·Jthdraw his amendment. 

The C'HAIRMA:t\: I do not wish to block 
h1m, so I ,,·ill put the quc·:tion to the Com
mittcP. Does the Committee a.pprove of tbc 
hor~. member for Dra::ton being allowed to 
\.VIt.ldra w lus a.nlendnu?nt ·: 

HoxocnABLE }lrMBCRS: I--Icar, ht•.ar! 

The CIL\IH \lA:\' : The amendment 13 
\Vithdra•; n. 

~l'hc ~f:CRET~~HY FOR AGHICUL'lTRE 
(hon. "· :'\. Udhcs. Er"ham): I Leg to 
mon~ tLe iHs,"rtion. after line 8, page 5. cf 
the: word- · 

" Su(·h pcrtion of the con1moditv as 
the grrnrt:'r n1ay- reqnirc for his ow:rl use 
or as S€<:d or for focd for his familv or 
}us hYo stoc:k.'' " 

Mr. YO\', .. LES (Dal!!y) : It IS a case of 
ha nng to a.cccpt three-fourths of that 
a~1enthnent. I arn sorry that the :0!Iinister 
w1ll not make the Dill in accordance with 
the \Vhcat Pool Ac~. If he is dcterminted 
not to do that, we will accept what he has 
proposed. 

The , Sf;CRETARY >'OR AGRICl.'LT1,RE: It 
more hheral than the \Yhc1t Pool Act. 

Amendment (Jfr. Uiliie .. ) agreed to. 

IS 

Mr. DEACON: I beer to move the omio. 
s.ion, on line 55. page 4.

0 

of the word " five." 
with a view to inserting the word " one." 

The C'lL\IRtL-\N: An umendment having 
been n!ovccl in a L1ttor portio11 of the clau3e, 
l <annat ho11. rnernber's an1end-
n1ent. l-Ie rnoved h1.3 atnondrnent 
befor,' the a ;u ... ndnwnt v;a tuovcd by the 
bt>creL1r for Agriculture. 

Clauth~ 6, a...;; anH ddc··], put and p tsst~d. 

Clau.;e 7~·: DLf£~ to ntade in name 
of (Jl'OI "-put P' 

Clau~_:> 8--" Te_:d' r tJ be erir?:-nce of 
i1L entiun to d~ ·~;, c; '-put ar:d passed. 

Clause 9- .. lix:ru s tl~·c:sion a,.; to qur~!ity, 
etc., t _I be {iJ(l('~ 

:.1r. \~(i\''/L:C~ JJ,,:Jy): CLuse 6 pro~ 
viJes-

•· S,n· · Ler·!i.:-ulfter prescribed, all 
the c AliL R:wJl be delivcN'd by the 
grcr· · tlwl' ·of "l the Board " 

T'his clau' ,; pro~;j.-~, ~-

Th0 Boa.:._cl 'Bh to 
accept." 

I r to 
DcarJ 

l n5ino~s dau.;:p 

\Y:l\r not ~a""T 
Tl;i:3 is -tl~~ 

It says-

'· 9. (1. 1 'l,h~- !3curcl shalt not n"fnse te> 
a::-·L1"pt frorn allv -=-r any of the corn~ 
n1odit,· \'hi rh i~ pr;:-scribed quality, 
or v.·hic\ c1nforn1s to the prescribed 
•trmdard. or hen S'> prescribed for 
1vhich a. l·n r.f nwrchn.ntablc 
ounlitv fr~;m a Stato grading officer Ot~ 
,;;h'"r, offic0r appointed in that behalf 
h2~~ h._cn obt :inod nnd tendered \vith the 

-idc·d that th:: eunnnodity 
1 n 0 c .'DrLlanc·0 this 

Act \\ ithin .... ,_,~h r: a~onabl as 
hall lY fixed l>:; th• Roord; and. sub· 

jt~et to 'hi:-. An-. tlw Board :;:,halL (JUt 

of the procc~tb of the commodity dis
\'lO'l J of bv tlw Boar.d under this A<;, 
rn'lkP · to Pcich grower of th~ 

rr•spcct of tl:--· 
hirr1, rn ti_t\ l; 
tlL' S' 1c <)t 

the Board in 
delivered h,v 

ru.,.t proceeds of 
tlw ~ommo.ditv of th0 

( t' st:tnilarJ dcllvered to 
tl-1' Roanl o...ncl t1-e propor
r-nn1!.nn,tit." so Llt'liY•"ted b,v 

nnd 
ti tn of 
~nch gL (! -;l·r. 

i.;: comn1aa
undor Bill. vet it 
th et Tearhf'~ rhi pre-

,( "\"f,Thc-tt 
r orti-Jll of con1~ 

to the prpscri bC'd 
1.- to ye:rnain tlv} 

of the Tn an eTdler part 
Hilt it to hu {'OntrollN:l. Th· .. : 

farn1er ha; t•1 RPlld ~'lrnp!cs and ~et 
a C'prtifieah" of qu,iif_v. He '"11en has to 
supply the v,:hoJ~ con~igrn11eut in ar"ordance 
wiih tHe srthlplP, \r.: nU know that: :;..o 
far as. san1pl0s of at" conr •rned, 1t B 
Y£'l'Y easv t0 rret hulk ,·pr:,.~ little aboYe 
a nJ ver~ litt]";. tha.t sample'. Th~rc 
is no suCh thi'lg as :-tn avern.g-c :'i!lmple. You 
·will hav\; rn ~.nY rnen r&ending- J.·;"\V!l seed as 
theY s0nt down their ·.d101.t to the pool. 
hoping against hope that th·'v were go!ng 
to get .:.. rrrtif.eate for f.n.q. nr sm~0th1ng 
approftchiug i·hat The:· wlll find 
that it will not the s ,mp\0 of the 
prescrihed fjnalitv. A portion of it .might. 
but the hulk of i' will not. The gr;Hn wdl 
be forwarded to tr' receiving depots, and, 

Mr. Vo1,vles.] 
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net reach the 

Mr. 
that. 

The Board determine 

[8.30 p.m.] 

The CHAIRMA:\f: Order! Or·der! 

[Mr. Vowles. 

" This really was a Bill to eliminate 
waste. He knew something of the waste 
tha.t occurred in the industry before the 
Cheese l\fanufacturers' Assocjat,ion \Vas 

formed. It amounted to fully 20 per 
cent. of the production. It was possible 



to 
of 

Pr:maTy Prcducta 

" :rvir. BEBBINGTOI'\: 

[14 SEPTEMBE:R..] 

f'hipinent 

Pools Bill. 1375 

or 

FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Eacham): I think th<O• 

Hon. W. N. GiUies.] 
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Port CHn:i;;; i.:: nndulv 
0fft'ct of this cln.usE'. A 

is nHtdc both in the \Vheat 
Cher_~sc Pool Act. 

~Tr. Fu_:TCHER The) 1 ')bitJon i3 not the 
same. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: 
I am pr~pared to _acLnit th~tt. \Ye, h_avc __ had 
it. stated :-;.eyeral tnlH'"" to-!nght that 1t nnght 
bo po:~;;:jlJle to f,or

1
:m a pt~o_l un::Icr this~ Bill 

to ·n}uch sc1111C ot t1w proYh3Ions 1n tho \\heaL 
Pool "\et and tl!P Che:•se Pool Act might not 
.1pply. But it has to be n:nwmbered that 
persons n1ight tal:c ad \·antage under the 
arnf'ndn1ent of entf= ring in+-n a contract and 
tying up th·; gro\VCrf' ~o a::. tu tnake the pool 
inefiecti YC. 

?vir. FLETCHEH : If thPre was a ehanc0 of 
their rnaking sales ahcatl. ther would be no 
nee-d of a pooL The Bill i~ only neces:3ary 
when there is a slurnp. 

The SECRETARY .!''OR AGRICTLTCRE: 
·One of the arq-urnLnt J ad\rancpd in connection 
with baYing a pool is that Southern buyers, 
partlcularh· fro1n South Aust.ralia, n1ight 

·<Come -1-long and offer (_ash to the gro\vers 
trJ jndure thc1n to 111ake contracts. If the 
hon. member will rend the clause cardully. 
110- will find tbat, while povn:r is given to 
terrrtinate coutracts, it says~ 

·· whPn specified by the Board in & 

notification published in the · Uazctte.' " 

So that. if there is an existing c0ntrn.ct 
whir·h is not dt:trimcnta l b the producers or 
to the pool. the Board. the members of which 
re1Jrc:::ent the far111ers and are farmers the1n~ 
.seh·es, will not seek to cancel that contract. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It is oblig-a·"n·y; the Board 
mmt cancel it 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 
'The clause reads-

'· so far as such contract has not been 
completed b~· ddi,:ery at the date of such 
notific..ttion.'' 

~- tl;ink it \Yould weaken the pooling system 
u tlu? words t-iuggcsted b" the hon. n1ember 
were deleted. I think the.hon. member, after 
my explanation, will realise the n.'ce,,itv for 
the rctL'ution of the worz' '· be a use the Board 
i~ not Jik0Iy to irnpo;:;c any hardshi!J on a 
bonj fide trader who has nHtc! a contrnet. 

Me. G. P. Bc\R::\ES (TL,nriclci: i have 
very l11UC'h pleasure in t~upporting 
ll1Cllt. having a kno•. 
busin0 ;;; and aho h ,vili!J" 
for the pr£;>:-cryation of honour, .vvilf 
::oupport 1 he anH!llduH.:nt. I arn uot 
just 110'v rcgurdin' local contrn.Js 
be n1ach, beccJu-,c' local rncu •rt• 
witl1 ~~vhat is likely to take placf', and are 
not lik:-ly to enter intu contract;:;: but I a1n 
Ycry deeply c0ncerned about contr"~r~s i~'hich 
may be llLH:ic in connecti-Jn with S"'"a.tc~. 
I undc•st.'nd that if a nLcdc with 
~omconc in anoi her State, pool will honour 
that contract: but innunH:>ra ble contracts \Yf~l'C' 
1nad:..· ]a:::;t year in connection 'vith maize 
between lllC'rchants and fa.rnH?rs in Queens~ 
land, and the rr1crchants in turn 1nacle con
tract' vith merchants in the South. I do not 
see bow the man who made contract Ko. 2 
is going to be protected under this clau,;c. I 

·know firms who hav contracted with farmers 
to do cert:lin thing'. but they .,uddv:lly find, 
on account of this Bill. that thc'i ar(· unable 
to complete those contracts. Is that fair; 
.Has the :Ylinist<>r consideroo the effect this 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

hav..--• or tradinn' conditior'· in Q:t00n.;:;· 
~V\" c ,~-il] dcst{~v the rc:n1pe: ition rha.t 

i~ ~o lwlpful to u~. InStP·.d of tLP nwrcliantR 
in QuL··~ns1and f'~ • tradP .::; }wy 
11aturalJv· ·:ould. this then1 front 
doinz s~. Thr Ro:1 rd a g·rt·at c{ea! 
to lt~arn. ;-lnd \Yi:l not into~ coru.ract 
_\;-:: n a grc:1 t of trade' i~ 

to Queensland. This Bill 
lw all rig;ht if the principle• were 

''nf'r·tl throug-hfntt th_• Stat( ~. and if cv:.ry 
other ccinn1uuii ~: \\'01'0 fr:tt0rf:'d. '\Ve ar·e 
f'tibbed. cahin: d. and confined unde-r this 
Bi1l. TlJ'lt de(-;; not apply to 0thcr t;r1.toA. 
::\o other British eon1n1unit:_v indulgt:·s i~1 ~uch 
prt'[)Q~·>'r )US It•L(i:-:lation as is put tllr'"'ugh in 
thl.; s~atr-. T}J;_,+ haY'2 fn)cJ.orn of adiott 
thf'n I-Ierl' \\'l~ ~clo not hesitate to 
a Blll '\Yh1~..!h niaces 1::.o :<iH..i·cdnc·,."' 
on contl'·lCts \·:l1id1 the citizC'llS of Queensland 
haYP n1ade with others. \Vb:H kind of p·'r plc 
an vou QJJ11lg- to breed und r ,-uch ( onditions '! 
I kDovy \~·ha:t the effcet of this Bill is guing 
to br as I know the conditions ~.hat will 
obtlil{. \ ... erv fe"v contract...:; vvill bl' rnn.de 
nnder this Bill. \Yho i> suff<.r in 
C· .. ·n:'CCptencc- ·: Th farmer~ ~uffcr in 
e1:1nv iL~t::Ilf'f'~ through n1i~:;ling their :-;a!es, 
nnd 1:-hPir nrodnce ·will i1ot fir~rl nunkPts. They 
'vill ]o.c• 'their n1arkets throug}l Hw dilly· 
dallvirur iu~ f'rfercnce of the TJt'gi~lativ-c' 
--:-L-- 'n1!1l-v of Quc\~nslancl ill the Ac:ts tLat it 
p:~c·"-t'S. 'I haYe no hP:-itation in saying that 
the f'Xtre1nc- dcs-'TuctiYf' principle;~ introdtleed 
into this Bill arc ahogcth0r again t the 
intf'rr~t,, o: the n1an that the Govpnnneut 
~PPIJJlng-l-.- d '-il'.'::-: to .;.f'rv·..___._ It is going t,J 
1nakc Sales n:1adc in Quc"nslan~ "?id. La~t 
-c-e·1r rn-,u, f 1.rn1er:-: rnaf:-. for\\0ru l<d('S Ill 
Tnatzt•: b~:t ~OilH' Bri;:;han~' 1nerchants l(~,t 
h<·aYilv OY\·i-.. :;· t0 the ::;lnnq> that -; o!·--:: ~d 
in tha·t <;mnn.wditv. 

Mr. Bn··','o;.\X: That is gambling·. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\ES: You can it what 
vou like. Forwa.rd i'alcs were and 
1:-lwv \Yill go on. Jf QucC'nsland is not prp-
rat;Nl m kc sale" to-day wi.th the Sou>.h, 
-'Lf'n vYi!l !!'D to South Atr~,- c .wnlL'-

whl'rC and·" shall be left hi :·h and drv 
'Yith our our n1outh 'jn-::ead <~f 
having- l110LC'," in our pock• t,;;. I t\"f' n1uch 

in ~U]1porting th~" , ~-~,s ! 
ftoln exncrioncr that it n11'Htl· a bl,~ 
to th·:~ p~·(dnce,·~ of Queen'3laL 1. 

:\Ir. BHP:::\NA:\ (Toolcoomh'l): I "'l"''"' 
with thr );lin1f'tPr. th.at: allowed th~ 
nn1cndrncnt to go In, 1t 1~oy on~ o~ 
the main pro,·icions in tlw With regard 
t fot"~~ard ·a1f 1. IYhen 1ncrchants n1ade 

rho-,~ knP\\" 

k'lw,v it "as goi11g to hf). tt 
kn -'''" thn y, ,1rld'~ rna1 kot 

Lc'ore i he" pnrchrtwd. :\aturally 
<. ould purrha:;c ~t t.he ]01YC:it possible 
f'l that th£'y would get the gre:1.test 

JW' siblc adnt.ntage out of futtu:,, marke~s. 
Tlw odds ore in fcnour of the n11ddlemm1. 

r.rr. En\:AR0;3: :\o. 

lV.(r. BH.EXKA:\: 'Ilw hon. member rcpre· 
f.Cnts a tnai?.eO'ro\ving district. IIe knows 
that a /') is nCsotiatin;; for _t:1e. pur~ 
cha~~ of in the l{ingaroy dH:trict ~o 
c \rrv out scmc proc0s3 of nHLnufactur"'· 1n 
Melbourne. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You know noching rrbout 
it-it is not in Melbourne at all. 

;>,Jr. BR El'\:\' AX: It is down South some
where. At any rate, the ~ anango distri~t 
ia the greatest matzegrowmg dtstrwt m 
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QtL'cr:c.;]nncl. The h:=m. nH'n1Lt•r kno"'>Y5 the 
benefit that 1-h·i~ Bjll \Yill hn to the {f_.,rrners 
in his electorate. r<~1118lnber that at one 
tinw ''as ln ::\ana ngo for ls. 9cl. 
~w-r and ,i_x months later the pric 
-Jf rnaizc w,1:-; a~ hjgh n~ 5;:;. 3d. per bush_ L 
Here i· a Bill \vhich will protect the farm<,., 
r,gaiL"t forw;L'd bu~·ing, as it, will enable tht.· 
{anner:;; to fnnn a pocl, Lut the hon. n1embe-:_· 
fo1· ~ anango elL cri*'::; th'"" idea. I do not kno\v 
why the~· pur "'Bob" Bodge m1t for 
1\anango. lf he hall been here he would 
have otood !ovallv bv ns and would han· 
protc:ted th.' ·far;IlcJ·.· The hfm. gentleman 
con1r~. in her..:' and decries the farn1ers. Sub
dausc' (3J read.-

" I~otll!Lg in thi~ ,c:cr~ ion shall a1Yply 
to a coru1ncdi:y tht~ subjPct of an inie·r.3tate 
contra<.~ .. , 

That d1u\Y::, that intcrslttt.o con":ract._; ~4re fully 
11roLcLd. }.'et. hon. nH)n1bcr:1 OPl>O.:-iitc talf.;: 
about lovait to Quc':'nsiand. TheY V\ a ne tu 
put the ·L:nion Jack oYer this Bifl. Faw':· 
talking about loyalty bccau~e we waut tht-' 
farmer to be prot~ctcd! Cut out the lo:nlt•· 
and gr·' dr-wn to honr·::ty! .:\]] interstatl' 
'<ContraCI" a1 · AnY contracts nl1idP 
with :-,;, w \\"ah's will ;10t be interfered 
with. T!L· :\Ii!ii-tcr d10uld not acct'pt th' 
,:a.mcndn:c:n. 

..--\rnendnL·llt {Jlr. Flr t·h~ r) neg;atin_ i. 
Clau c• put aud pa~~ed. 
Clan ,c, 12 to 17, both indusiYc. put an_, 

pa~!3cd. 

[9 p.m.] 
Clau,e 18-",iccounts of receipts and rli~-

3ursenu ntg to be kez;t "-

1\,lr. .J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pitts,corth) : I 
move thr insertion, after line 35, page 8, of' 
the v;orch.-

" Statenwnts of accounts shall be ex· 
hibitcd at >uch places and at such times 
as ma:.- be prescribed." 

I think the Minister will agree that it ic a 
fair thinu that the men \\-ho pool their com
modities ~shalL at least, have the right to 
sec the ha la·,cc-shcet of the operations of the 
·pool. Rather· than that they should have to 
travel long- distances or expect the Board to 
send each 'indiYidual growPr a balance-sheet . 
which \YOuld ad,l considerably to the expence, 
I suggest that these words be inserted. 

The SECHETARY FOR _\GRICl'LTl'RE: 
Of coLJr'"· all the accounts of the pools can 
be inspecte-d and will bo made public; but. 
if the hon. rr.ember wio,hes to ha ye them nnb
lish. tl !n c.'ri-_ti:l pla{'£>:-o, I see no objL"~tio!l 
to it. 

Amcndmc'Jt (Jir. J. H. C. Robuts) agreed 
to. 

Clan ·P, a-c amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 19 to 21, both inclusiye, put and 

pas· ed. 
'l'hc House re oumed. 
The CHAIRotA); reported the Bill with 

an1cndments. 
The third Teading of the Bill was made 

an Order of the Dav for Thursday. 21st 
September. -

REGlJLATIO::-;- OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECO:-ID READING. 

The SE\'RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
i(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): In movil!g 

tlh .-.econd r'- lJin:::,, of this Bill it is not 
to -r~a.ke'' a long speech. It is a 

;;;hort of two clauses to l0galise certain 
payn1cut.~ <?ut of the ?ugur Cano Pric_es Fund 
and to yahdate certam payments wluch _ha,·e 
dreadv been made. Clause 2 practrcally 

c·xnlains th<· Bill. The payment~. that have 
h~~~n nu.i·dc arc largel~; in~ connection with 
confcn:nc.·--'S of repre-::.entativcs of the suga.r 
ir:du"\l"\' \\·hich have been held from time to 
time. Then 'Ir. S. D. \Valker was appointed 
for six months to act as publicity officer on 
behalf of the sugar industry in Melbourne 
a.t a salary of £1,000 a year. His term is 
just about expiring. There are other. ex
pcn8LS in connection ,,,.·ith lPgal proceedings, 
including· the Kalamia case. The fund, of 
cour~c. \::::. suL"cribed by the growers and 
lnillcr.;.. and it is thc~ir opinion that these 
payu1e1;t~ u:a;v LP rnade out of it. Tho Bill 
giYt:;·'-' po\Yl'_l' to. Yalidatc payrn0nt? a,.lrcady 
llLn-lo::- ;:,~Jd l( ;;::;,_b :~:eh p:"._','!!-:8:!t l!! ! 1 ~~ 1.l!'•.:. 
I h:tYP pl _tsD~:r in moYing-

" Tint the Bill be read a second time." 

:VIr. YOWLES (Dalby): As I understand 
that the ftwd under the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices _\cts is available for making 
thE-:J(_· pavn1cnt::., and that the representatives 
of the !:;'r·)'." ers have no objection, I support 
tho Sl'C<'l:d re .._cling . 

Questlnn pnt and passed. 

CO:IBIITTEE. 

!.llr. Kincan, Brisbnne, in the chair.) 

Clau"'' 1 and 2 put and passed. 

The ::House rr•sun1ed. 

Tiw C'HA!R}f ex r' portcd th0 Bill without 
an1endn1e11t. 

The third n adinQ· of the Bill was m:1de an 
Ordcc of the Day~ for Thursday. 21st Sep· 
tern.1•·:r. 

FRT.Tr C\SES ACTS A:.\1E:\D;\>IE);T 
BILL. 

CO:\L\IITTEE. 

I,Jf, Kir "1_[7!, JJri:ilHln', nL thP cfl,lir.} 
C'Lnl.~~· 1-.. S/,ort title anrl construction of 

. 1rt""-

}Ir. \Y~\RHF.:-\ Jiurruml)(t): I con;;;r,.tu-
late tLl' ::\Iinl" baYing ~Jrotu~.·ht in thi~ 

lt :. on:' ~1£ Ycry thing~ 
1Hctu~trv. and 

int~od1Ftion. The fruit 
''ll'\ unsatisfactorv 

·will enaUe u~s 
qnnJlty of fruit on the 

other St.atcs Jwye the grad
Qnccnsln.nd has nosv deter-

into line. I hope that the Dill 
and I trust that it ,,·ill 

i::- C>XlJf'~tud to do. 
C"lau J• l :)ut ar..d pas~ed. 
C'hu~c 2-•·J nu .. -rlr;u nt of section 6n''

:\lr. COSTELLO (C trrwrron): I do n,.Jt 
cc ngratuiate the })('-purtnH"nt of ~\gric'dture. 
I congt·atulatc the fruit section of the 
Council rf Agriculture on the introductjon 
of this meaourc. I hope that when the 
Bill becotncs law the Department of ... 4--grl
culture will not be in such a great hurry to 
force it on the growers that it will beeon;e 
a hardship. It will take five ye1.rs to educat8 
the farmers ttp to the present law. Already 
the people arc erecting packing sheds in the 
granite belt. 

Mr. Costello.] 
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VUWLES (D1zll y): On 
l think th£~ }Iin.i~tt·r 

he \vas going to tell us \vhat 

preYious 
u·. tlwt 

" stackjng'' 
\vas. 

The' SECHETARY fOR 
pronl]', Nl to teH the 
Bnlimba. (Laughter.) 

AGRJCULTCF.£: 
hon. member for 

:VIr. VO\YLES: The hon. gentleman might 
t, 1l us all; '"c arc a1l very n1uch intere9tcU. 

"\1r. BHE'\::\A:'\1 (Too!cooi•IJil;: Clause 2 is 
nlost intt10rtant. I thoroughly agree with 
thG hon. 11J0Inbcl' for }Iurru1r.ba. in his 
uppn~('i~~tion a:~ the introduction of this n1ea
"ll'·. vYlwn the hoiL member for Carnan-on 
.:..·-t--~ that it took five Year;-:; for farn1(·l'S 
.;o' appr(•cinJe a little dau· .. r lik lt con-
._~f'!::-:':~'S hlrn in t 1

le C'v es of hi~ el('ctor 

COT.LI\iS (lfrnrcn): 
to rnake this clau:-,f' 

el<'ctoratc J n•presnut in 
lllf_'lJt of fruit. f-:;hipping < 

LJmpe1led fruitgro~. to 
tug· two CJlHtrT{·l· c .. :::.c \,hoL 

the ftl'l'iYC_, in S\~dllf'''.' lt in a bad 
'tatc'. do nut kJ,o.,, ·" lH'ih··r :\Iinister 
ca.u dc~al ''·'iih thnt under rhi" ._·}an:-:i•. 1£ 
Lp Ul!L I '·ot!lcl like hin1 t.o de d w1th it. 

it i:-: dojng an injur\~, uot to the 
comnanic.-lH'CDu.~t· 'thev do not 
the fruit arl']\-(':3 in f:)~,'dH~e, 

~·et their freig·ht <. harg('s-+:nt 
th{~y arc concL•rned fl bout-bnt it i~ doing an 
llljury to t- 11P tomato and fruit grDw .rs round 
about Bo\VC1L 

:\h·. ULEDSO:--;- (Ipnr'rh:: 
n1,• to bP rather a dangerous 

to knc'.' how we sbnd. 
jWr,on shalJ-

This looks to 
('Luse. and I 

It. sa:·s that 

··ScJl tlllY lot of fn.1ir ,·[· ·-~.~-"tabh. if 
::uch frult or Yegetable.s js no'" or an 
not graded as prcscrihcd b:· regu1ntion." 

that n1can tha1· if. ~~,~-, 21:-:_ Did-a~~ 
has a littl•1 bit of g'nrlen in which 

!2.'1'0\v-: ~ome lcttnr0, beetrooT, and tcma
tof':-t: and hi.j UPighbour "'--''"" tlrr•m" growln7 
nic~· and frc·ll. he <.annot :::.ell Pxcept rh( 
be graded'? \Yhcro arc \vr~ going to land 
our';elYrs in { onnPction 'ivith this business~ 
l "ould lik~ the hon. memb, r for JHurrnmba 
and tlw. hon. 11lC'InbPr for 
an"wer that. if thr"".~ arc 
BilL A nun1bcr o£ 
·n~ drawing pe11sions 

Borne of their 
-r-1Yn1. Thc~.T :tbo gny·· 

\·c·gctaY..Jes. :11H:l H~H then1 to 
bour~ ronnel about. Is thj._, 

tltcJfl doin~: that·: 
to go throuvh the 

to JHC' a:-' thoug·h it is 
nn c0rtain pcopl0. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTl~RE 
(Hon. \Y. ~X. Gillies. E(u·ha ,·:·z) : First of alL 
I \\·oulrl like tn 3'·Jlll'c' tlw hm1. mu11hei· fnl' 
JpS>Yich that I do r.ot think am· hardship 
\Ylll he impo .. cd by gaz0tting· the :fc-gulatim --. 
1 wlJl quote a srv•cimu1 dealing Y\'ith pine~ 
apples to indicate ,vhat is n1eant bv f:Cttlng 
up a eiandard. The Southern Qiiccmland 
Fruit Growers' ARsociation held meetinrts 
bi,foro the formation of th~ Council of Agii. 
culture to discuss standards anti g-rades, and, 
upon the "'tablishment of rho CounciL 
r~mitted their views to that bodv. which has 
given support to the proposal to. provide for 
standardisat;on and grading bv regulation. 
That as>ociation represents, prohably. 90 per 
cent. of the fruitgrowers of Southern Queens-

[ Mr. Vowles. 

1J!ln. After a good deal of consideration ali 
th0ir c<Hdf'rt:.'ll{'0S, they set up a standard. 

.~tandord can be varied from tm;o to 
: that is OlP of the achantages of doing 

it b? regulation, If I. "erp to provide 
;tallclards by Act of Parliament, they could 
ue altered only b 0- altermg the Act of Parlia
mt)nt. These rcgnla1·io:ns will h-• brouo-ht in 
< nly at t )Jc request of tho fruit growers Mthcn1~ 
"~:Jyr·s. I \vill exercise a eertain an1ount of 
~hs~retion i.n r<)gard to givjng effect to rogu
latJOns whJCh "-oulcl be likeh- to imp9se a 
hard:-'}up on rrnv section of i·hc c0n11nunitv 
\Yith rev a rd t0 "pineapples, this is what the; 
st t up a~ a ~·tandard for the tin1o bejng~ ' 

"Swooth J,,- lf Y<HiPty-
8 to 12 to case 

14 to 21 to ea so 
24 to 26 to ca:..;e 
27 to 36 to f'aSG 

l_'T p to 24 to case 
rp to 27 to casp 

.. ... 23 to 36 to case 

Fir,t 
~C'('ond:~ 

si1nilar Yrtr·if'ties--
rp to 21 to case 
2~4 to 27 to casf' 
28 to 36 to case" 

\Yit\ n·gard to citrus fruits, the,- set up 
~tanliard providing size, Yanetv and· 

( Jlcur. It is v0rv difficult 1dth ,mnB' fruits 
ro np a stand trd, but efforts will bo-

to ,,et up a sta.ndard with regard to· 
«ll nur leading fruit,. ·with regard tc. 
hananas. it is provided t};at the)! shall bo 
pac·kcd-'' c-ro.--s-packc"d," jn standard cases 
t'Oiltaini!lg 3.56+ cubic inches. The caven
rlish varict.v a.rc to be graded in three 
qnaliticB. Choice banana;< arc to be of a 
tllinimnm length of 9 inches "·ith a mini. 
nnun circumfc-ron 'C of 5 inches. tho frnit 
ro bP frPe ftorn blemish. First-g-rarle 
h:nranas are to be of a minimum length of 
7 inrh0s with a minimnn1 rircun1fcrence of 
l inches, and so on. vYe hav0 been able to· 
prnf1t by experience v;ith rPga.rd to lcgisla· 
rion in tlw Sonth dealing \Vith standardisrt
rion nf fruit. I am sure tlw Bill \Yill make 
for the benefit of the prodnccrs. and I think 
the eomumers will nho benefit. too. The 
leadu· of the Oppc,iiion wante.d to know the 
nwaning- of thf' word "stacked.'' (Laughter.} 

}h. G. P. BIR::.:J".: Should the 1Yord Hot 
lw '' p<1C'~u·d" jn;:-tf'Ld of "t"tacked"? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTVRE: 
'\o: '' tackcC:'' has a, tota!lv different 

Acrording to \Yobster'<;: Diotiona~ 
n1c;-1ns-

(• A large pile of ha~~. grain. straw. or 
rhe like. usuallv of a nearlY conical 
form. hnt som~ctimcs r0ctan'gula.r or 
oblong, coHtracted aJ the top to a point 
or ridge, ilnd soinetlmf'9 coYered with 
rhatch." 

In it' application in this Bill. "stacked" 
" mld have the same mPaning as nscd when 
referring- to a Btsck of pineapples in the 
merkci,·- The object of the sHbclause is to 

what i::: kno\\·n as topping in tho 
i:.1 C'onn0c+.ion 'ivith H :;.' 1rk of fruit. 

a.s plncapplcs or \Vater melons. ,vhjch 
mivht come into the market and which 
might be stacked in such a 1'< a)T that the 
big- ones are placed on top. The ho!'. 
member who raised the question knew· 
exactlY wh:.t it meant. I think this Bill will? 
me0t rhe ease mentioned bv the hon. member 
for Bowen. ~ 

Clause 2 put and passed. 
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The House resumed. 
'l'he CnAIRli!AX reported the Bill without 

an1cndrnent. 
The third reading of tho Bill was rna.cln 

a.n Order of the Dav for Thursday, 2ht 
SrpiPnJbC'r. ~ 

PRITTSH IMPERIAL OIL COMPA:'\Y'S 
TRA.'\1\YAY AXD WORKS BILL. 

SECOXD READING. 

l\lr. PETRIE (Toombul): I would like to 
givn Uw I-Iousc r0asons v·;hy it is necessary 
l'l introduee this Bill. Tho British Imperial 
Oil Company i·· an incorporated joim 
st(1{'k con111any, registered under the Briti:;h 

~\< t of 1886) carrying on lnt..Jine;;;s 
rhe ~Hal(• for certain purposes thnt 
aln'ady stat• d. To earn on thnt 

hoid freehold propert)·. portion 
out on the pion attached to the 

Thttv also hav"' lcascJ from the Go
vrrmnc_L 2ix blocks. for which thcv pay an 

rental of £66. The properties arc 
t· ;o public ronrls. The Bill i·· 

to ('nab1P them to construct t\VO 
tr<J.In!iHp<;~oJh.' le>ding to the Brisbane 
RiYer and thP other to the Pinkenba Rail-
1'1 Sh1tion. 

PRnmu: Do they propose to er2:t 
"ll{_rk:;:? 

Mr. PETRIE: Yes; on the freehold pro
pcrtv. The: \Yill ronstruct whan·,., at a 
corj~ld!·rable Pxpcnsc, and ;x]ll also lay a 
pJpc•-tuck. It is intended that tanks shall 
be constructed and oil will be brought out, 
not in f'<~:·~', and barrels a:: formerly, bPt ln 
hulk. and will be put into the tanks 11.nd 
pumped up to the works. There it will be 
r.:~ck0d in cases and will be taken dovvn b7 
the tram to the Pinkcnba Railwav Station. 
t,J be brongbt up to the stores at ~ewstcad~ 

The l'RDf!EH: \Vill the tramwav be built 
under the ~nperYision of the Coilln1issiont·r 
fc.r Hail way~'? (Lrtu~·htcr.) 

:\fr. PETRIE: T will explain that later·. 
The preamble of the Bill sets out how che 
various prupPrtic~ aro situated and tht' 
ro~lt1on of the Yarious roads. The Counc! I 
of the Shire of Toombnl-~he loca 1 authorit·: 
{·harg-0d "',YJtll the car0 qnc} contr.ol <tn;-1 
manag-e1nc·nt of the said public roads-has 
con~f:·nt0d tu the· cotnprrny constrncting th0 
tn:rr.Jinc"' along tho~e roads. The objer~c~ 

the Bill arc clccrh· set out. There ac·' 
three• claus0s-thP first. boing thg shon 
th, sec-,.nd the intrqwPtation claust•, 

nnd the third embodying; t11e pD>.vcrs sought 
by tJ,o company in order to con.-truct the 
t.ram·· ;1v. 

1\l r. ('"JR~ER : \Yi]l they lJC con,--:trnctecl b~ 
ccntrart or rlav hbour?, (Laughter.) 

l\fr. PETRIE: If the hon. nwmber \Yill 
np.h_ me that crucJlon on ~nme future dn.t('. 
or ,!:.ci,-t noTic·· of iL I 1vill ans1vcr hin<. 
Thi . ..: i.:.; a Yc>r serious n1atter. a.nd I do rot 
""" why there should be so much levity. 
'J1he cornpany is g-oing to spend a consider
RblP amount of money in erecting work,, 
-hut h-:fnrP thf'v can do ~o it is nP('f>~·ar:,
to pH thic; Bill through. In clause 3 it is 
proYided that-

" Th<e \\ark of construction of the tram
a:.·s aforec:aid in, along, and across the 

roads aforesaid shall be done bv the com
pany to the satisfaction of the State Com
missionPr for Railways, and no part of 
the tramway shall be constructed or 

reconstructed in, along. or across any road 
until the plans and srdions showing the 
trmnlincs and the levels thereof. and all 
working pian::, section~, sp_ecifications, 
and J.r.twiugs haYr bern subm1tte-d to and 

o'f by the said Commissioner 

is also a pe,la.l .:lausc which provides 
in the opinion of the Commissioner, 

a11v obstruction, the Cmnrnis:-:~1oncr 
l11ay fine th{' company a fiUH1 of 

7 1) p.Ir~.l £100. Provi~ion is nlso n1ade 
- ,hat the company will haYC to 

_ _,_ th~·ir C' 1 ·;n c~pen::v and to 
1f· ~- of the \Y<..ter a.nd Se,verage 

Bo. rd. pipes to protect the water-
~nair.s cf 1 \Yatcr aH.d Se-werage Board. 
lr a] ~<J pn:J\'ides that the traction 1nay be by 
· ,jucal electrical power, or other 

u·. rhe Bi1l contains a plau showing 
.nu l'Gutcs, it is unn0-cehar:, for 1ne to 

iurthf'r on tho and I ha,.re 
; 'cLt u~'t.\ ther0forC'. nloving---

:, 'lhar the Bill be now read a second 

1 J .. ,. ·irlt) : I am rather 
at Sationalist party supporting 

hich contains a provi3ion for "L:nder 
.. For a con~idcrable time past 
b · 11 objeding to ··Liberty Fairs"' 

" 'C nder and C•YCl'." 

Tlw SPELI.KER: Order 1 

G LED SOS: A certain number of 
will be crO"·Cd b:· the proposed tram

line and, whilo the Commiosionnr for Rail
'-Y<C' :> j" oiyen cortain rontrol. I cannot see 
rn ,, fhL ::e i.~ an:v proYislon in respect to 

the loc~l authority. The local 
respoHoible fc the upkeep of the 

Ccii the Bill sav·, is that, as far as 
council is gi\·en authority. The 

hl'C crt:"-scd fi--ro tirnes, and, as the 
authori:v i:~ resnonsible for accidents 

('>'-'Ll1l'rilll2:' (!Il tho~e rm.uls 1 the hon. n1ember 
'l''-'L,tub ·1 ought to see whether son1e pro

vi~],_ :1 c n~J(Jt be '---'n1ade~ to give the locfll autho-
<tv cl to ~ec ~hat the public a.re protecte·d 
:Jt ;.:· { o::-sing ~. There i:;; another 1natter 
1. like so1no info:·nntion about. I 
iHdL~r~tand the HP"'mber that works 
r, 1 c· h1 b,_' on con; pan,-'~ property, 

erudc e>il is to bt• broug-ht here and 
<t-Hd nwde jnto oils ~uitabh"' for conl

I \Youid like to ask the 
t"he Go-.;:ennnent agree ro 
the compan,-, in the event 

at Ibma. "·ill take the 
refill!:.' it for tLe Governn1cnt at 

cost. If works are to be erected 
comnanv ought to meet the Govern

PeoPle of tht· country and refine 
oil that we expect to fiw! in our 
If the Government arc protected 

I do not ~· e any objection to 

Co::~J '.riTTEE. 

,.,'~[,·_ Ji-,_~ltrrn. Br.';3l;71H, . 11 the chair.) 

1 to 3 and th< preamble put and 

rhe Bill without 

The third reading of the Bill was made a.n 
Order Gf the Day for to-morrow. 

T~.e 1Ic'lJSC ti.djo1n·nP<l fit. 9.40 o.m. 

Mr. Gledson.] 




