
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 1922 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Personal E,;,planat•on. [ 12 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1407 

TUESDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (I-Ion. vV. Bertram, Maree) 
toe k ~lw chair at 11 a.n1. 

SDI'PLKYIK.'\TARY ESTL\IATES, 
1921-1922. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
1:lis Exc0llcncy the Gon~rnor of a rncssage 
trans1nitting the Supplemcntar:T Estimai:es, 
Rc\·cnue, Trust ancl SpeciaL and Loan N(). 2, 
1921-1922. 

The F:stiinat,~s IYCro ordered to be printed 
ai•d r. 'L'rrcd to Committee of Supply. 

YOTE OF CREDIT. 

Ox L\cconT 1923-1924. 

The SPEAKER announce-d the receipt from 
J-Ils Excollerw?~ tb-; Go""~.Tcn~or of a me;;saf,e 
rccorrnnending that proYision be 1nade, en 
acc.Junt) fo1' the ~crvicc J of the several 
departn.c'nts of the public service for the 
year ending 30th June, 1924, of the followin[!,' 
SU111' :~ 

From the Consolidated R.cvenue Fund of 
qur ~'n~.~ nd, 0xclusivc of the moneys 
~,tandlng to the credit of the Loan 
Fund Acccunt, the '•Ulll of £L200,000; 

Fron1 th(~ Tru~t and Spcci::tl Funds, the 
-um of £'i00,000; 

Fro!n the r!IOllC'ys st·tnding to th0 credit 
of the Lonn Fund _,Account, tho surn 
of £600,000. 

The rn( --\a&rc war- OJ'dCrt'd to be referred 
to the Committee of Supply. 

PERSOXAL EXPLANATION. 

IIo~. J. G. APPEL (Mbrrt): I desire the 
pcrrni~sion of the :House to make a personal 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
Hou>e that the hon. member for Albert be 
allowed to make a persor1.1.l explanation 'I 

HONOURABLE 1\lEi\IBERS: Hear, near! 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: During the discus
sion upon the Estimates of the Departrne·1t 
of Public vVorks Oil the 6th instant, the 
l\Tlnjstrr in charge of that dcpartn1cnt Jnado 
personal reference~ to mycelf. By interjec
tion, he de ircd to know how much I had 
paid tho " Courier " for the insertion of e,n 
address to the electors of ::-\" undah in the year 
1893. Later he read what he tatod was a 
translation o£ a cir ·ular printed in German 
and comment< d thcrcon. As I ha1·e never 
had the opport.unit_Y of H'eing· the supposed 
original circular< thoug-h I have endeavoured 
to do so for th8 past t""enty-nine years, I 
cannot cxpre-,s a.!l opi11ion upon the accurac:· 
of the translation even. As this translat'on 
dictorts well-known facts and is inaccurate, 
is not signed b:v my usual signatur~, and 
misnamos my address at that elate, I would 
much like to see the original. The supposed 
translation .appPared undf'r <tll adYcrtiscment 
sig-ned by tho Ld,, Sir Thomas Mcilwraith, 
who therein aclvi<ocl the elodors of :1\nr.dah 
not to vote for 1ne, and \vas signed and 
authorise-d on b0half of the committee of the 
( andida.te Pndorsod bv that kader, who was 
then Premier of the State. It was admitted 
to bo a political squib at my expense. Dur
ing the war the Labour party quoted this 

n1ythical tr: n-;lntjon in the I-Iouse, and also 
published it bv circular distributed to the 
l'lectoJ o£ the ~\lbert at the last two general 

}I;· conduct during th~ war and 
rccurcl previous thereto, no doubt 

1I 0 h ch•ctors to cstirnab; the object 
at its true value, aa ovi

ine:l·ca.~ccl 1najoritics cu:,t for 
• j su:·h occasicn. Obituary notices 

f::t;10r':-; dcscc:1t, \vhic:h appear in 
b~ n':' Courier" a!1t1 "Dally lVlail '' 

1910, four year..:; before tho v. nr, 
·ith t!w"' of my personal 

thi, House on 5th November. 
h·om "Jlansnni." volurno 

the year 1914, pe :_~c 1750, I mid--· 
·' I am proud to be dcocondcd from so 

nobJo a. rnlln as nty late rnatcrnal grand
:atbN." 

I am :::titl n' prcud, and I only \Vi~h 
coul·d cnmhte tho rood 'corks of that 

man mentioned for his labom·s for the 
of hiJ :ollows by ail early historians 

Bi n.'n1c to-da, _till rctna:ins 
a ;n the electorate which I 
ha \-c the to rf'prcsont and in othc:r 
district·, of south-oastr•r•l Qnc,,mland. I refer 
to the late• Pastor IIaussmann. 

0PPOSITIOX :\IE3IBERS: Rear, hear! 
.lvlr. BEBBIXGTON: Another political squib; 

another " dud." 

SUPPLY. 

RESU3!PTION OF COl\DIITTEE-SIXTEENTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. Il.inmn, BTi.,bnne, in the chair.) 
DEPAunmx1· oF PuBLic LANDS. 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 
Que.tion stated-

" That £73,120 be granted for ' District 
Offices.'" 

Mr. J. JONES (Ke.rmcdv): I take this 
opportunity of placing bofor'e the Committee 
some figures in regard to the number of stock 
owned by cattle-brooders in Queensland. I 
do_ that becaus ·, whenever I rise to speak on 
thiS question in this House, I am accused by 
Government members of speaking in the 
mterests of tho large graziers in Queensland. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: You may not think so but 
you do so. ' 

Mr. J. JOXES: Tho figures I have com
prise the foliowing districts :-Burke Burnett 
Cook, Darling- ~ D?wns, Gregory North: 
Gregory South, LeiChhardt, Thlaranoa, Mit
chell, Moreton, North Kennedy, Port Curtis 
Sou.th Kennedy, Warrego, and Wide Bay: 
The total number of owners in those districts' 
owning 1,000 head of cattle and over is 916 .. 
The number owning from 301 to 1,000 is 1,682; 
thos·e owmng from 101 to 300 total 4,431 ;: 
while the men owning under 100 hea-d total; 
39.203. The total number of owners is 46,232';. 
and they own 6,455,067 head of cattle. That 
means that only one in every fifty-four owners; 
in Queensland owns over lOO head of cattle. 

Mr. CoLLINR: 916 owned more than all the 
rest put together. 

Mr. J. JO:NES: The hon. member is quite 
wrong; there are hundreds of owners who 
own from 1,000 up to 3,000. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Give us the exact figures. 

Mr. J. JONES: I ha.-e not got the exact 
figures. I havo giv-en the figures relating t<Y 
small owners, and I cannot do more than 
that. I do not think that 916 big graziers 

Mr. J. Jo-nes.l 
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~eturned all the n1embers of the Opposition; 
1t Is the ~mall owners who returned members 
on this side. 

. Mr. POLLOCK: The big fello",; coax thorn 
mto the Graziers' Association. 

Mr. J. JONE~: Even when the small 
OWJ?ers were gettmg· £10 to £12 a head for 
thCJr bullocks they wore I_naking only about 
£10 a week. I do not thmk that those men 
m the g·ood days were making more than what 
;ould be cal_lod a fair thing, considering that 
ohey were hvmg on their selections and had 
to maintain and educate their families in 
:'ddition to paying rates, rents, and taxes. 
The. s_ame men w~o three years ago wer·P 
recmvmg a gross mcome of £300 to £400 
~re to~day receiving a gross incon1c amount
mg to about £100 or £150, and out of that 
amount they have to pay this rackrenting 
Government at least one-half. I would like 
the workers of Queensland-not the workers 
on cattle stations, but the men working on 
the railways, the men ·working in the factories, 
and the m~n working in the cihes-just 
-quwtly to sit down and compare the two 
clas,,es of graziers in Queensland. On the one 
hand, the selector with a paltrv 300 or 400 
head of cattle, and, on the other hand the 
biggest pastoralist in Qucensland-the o'wner 
of the State stations. The Government have 
to pay a rental of only 17s. per square mile, 
whereas the adjoining selector has to pav at 
the very least £2 a square mile. The scle"ctor 
has a wife and family to maintain, ho has 
his children to educate, and he is put to 
ex pens£ ·iJ in connection vvith a hundred other 
forms of taxation. In good times che selector 
has to pay State income tax and Federal 
income tax. 

Mr. l'OLLOOK: That is not true. 

Mr. J. JONES: The Government, in con
nection with State stations, have to pay, 
roughly, about 17s. per square mile, and they 
also pay shire council rates and marsupial 
rates. They have no other liabilities except
ing just to run the station. They have an 
unlimitod supply of money, which they can 
borrow at 5 per cent. 'I'he selectors have to 
pay 7 per cent. to 8 per cent., and, if they 
get any financial assistance from the Govern
ment, they are charg·ed 10 per cont. I ask 
any working man to consider the position of 
the State stations, owned by the biggcJt 
pastoralist in Australia, and paying the 
smallest rent and taxes. They cannot pay 
their way, yet they expect the poor, unfortu
nate selector to be able to pay all this 
taxation. 

Mr. COLLINS: Tell us about the sheep 
stations. 

Mr. J. JONES: I am dealing· with the 
cattle industry; I am not referring to sheep 
stations. I am trying to impress upon the 
Government the serious position in which 
the cattle industry is to-day. I am not 
saying anything that is not correct. If hon. 
m em be" oppositn can refute any of my state
ments, I hope they will do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Govern
mcmt recognise that serious position, and they 
are assisting the industry by reducing the 
railway freight on cattle and by allowing a 
remission of rent. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: By increasing the railway 
frmght 60 per cent., and then reducing it by 
20 per cent. 'rhat is the Government's form 
of assistance. 

[Mr. J. Jones. 

M~·· J. JONES: Did I understand the 
Mm1ster to say that the Government have 
given the small se' lector a reduction of rent? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A remission 
of rent. 

Mr. J JO:"JES :_ I am glad to hear that. 
If we get a reductiOn, I am quite satisfied. 

. Mr. BEBBJNGTOX: It is onlv deferr0d · it 
IS . n?t a remission at all. 'Vi'hy does 'the 
3/IInister l}-SO th~ word " re1nission" [ You 
want to mislead the Committee. 

:Ylr. J. JONES: If the Government are 
only gomg to give a man time, that is not 
gomg t_o be of any assistance to him. Unless 
somcthmg IS done to bring about a reduction 
of rent for the small selector,, Queensland is 
gom~ to be very sorry for it. To-day land 
IS bemg abandoned, and s.rlcctions are being 
thrown up. The hon. member for Burke 
tol:d us that land in the Gulf country was 
bemg abandoned. 

l\Ir. RIORDAN: I did not say that. I said 
nobody was talnng up country.~ 

Mr. J. JO);ES: The hon. nwmbcr seemed 
to be updcr the impre-'"c..;ion that. because 
people hvcd a long distaEce from the rail
way, they cc;mld not pay their way, and land 
~-ras not. beu1g taken up. I .can give this 
~{ouse mstanc~-; . where. hol~mgs totalling 
AO,OOO acres w1thm 40 miles o1 tlw Burdekin 
n1cabvorks have been abandoned during the 
l~st twelve months, and if m~n cannot pav 
t~1c1r _wav \Vhcn they arc liviug almDst along:_ 
s!d.e Incahvorks, what chance htn c the n1en 
llv1ng out at Clonrury-;· 500 n1iles fro1n a 
nwatworks? If the L1-ovf"l'l1111Cnt do not 
~"ccognl~e the vosliion and gra,nt a reduction 
111 rent~--

::\1r. P?LLOCK: You want the Gm·ornment 
to give mstructions to the Land Court? 

Mr. J. JO:\ES: Th<'Y have done so in 
tho past. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is not 
correct. 

.::I,Tr. J. JOXES: I c~o nd for one monwnt 
Wish to make any reflection on the Land 
Court, but m, n holding the po.,ition that 
tho. members of the court hold know the 
feelmp; of this so-called Labour Govcmment. 
They know that for the last five or six year.' 
the-'· have been ho\1 ling about a rise in 
rents; they know what is expected of them. 
and naturally they do what is expected of 
them. When we have instances of where the 
!:and Court has raised the rpnts higher than 
l,he ~ss~ss1ng (~ommjssioners have valued the 
holdmgs, and 111 spite of that fact. the Go
vcrnrnent h!'-ve appealed and said the rents 
wero n?t high enough, ... ,vhich bears out mv 
oo:rtentl<?n that theqe gentlemen have oorr;
phed w1th the Government's \Yishes. It is 
an extraordinar~· t.hing that a Labour Go~ 
vern~0!lt, in partjcular should he so keen 
on ra1smg rents; that they should· think the 
only way to populate Queemland is b-; impos
!ng high rentals. 'I'hat seems to be the onlv 
Idea of statesmanship that hon. membei:S 
opposite have. 

The SEOR;'TARY FOR RAIL\\ AYS: They placed 
tho power 111 the hands of the Land Court. 

2\Ir. J. JO:\'ES : Cut that out. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: To carry out the wishes 

of the Government. 

Mr. J. JONES: For years and years the 
owners of these small holdings were sup
porters of Labour, but to-day they are 
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opposed to the Labour GoYernment. Thev 
.-oted for Labour because thev said Labour 
would alwa:cs be fair to the under dog. I do 
not think thev haYe bc•cn fair to th~ under 
dog. " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The ho~. 
member for Mitchell was returned unopposed. 

Mr .• J. JONES: Th·1t does not ,how that 
what I arn saving is incorrect. The present 
Govcrnn1ent are the hardest GoYernmcnt on 
the small man that Queensland has over 
known. r~'lhe Government stations Ul'l pay~ng 
173. a IDI1C rental, and they are charging 
seleetors alongside up to £5 a mile. 

Mr. FOLEY: vVhere is that? 

Mr. J. JONES: Valnre. Mr. Morov. the 
owner of this plaeo, said to me recently, 
"I have 100 bullocks to sell, and I will get 
£400 for them if I am luckv. and m,· rent 
<'ome' to £350." He is a go,;d man, a;1d the 
Government leave him with £50 for the 
year-not on£dhird of what thev are aiving 
men in the city in the wav of 1·elid. "Hon. 
1ncmhers oppDs'ite seeJn to ln1agine that they 
~re g?1ng to p011ulate Queensland by charg
Ing h1gh rentals. It rc1ninds rnc of a ~ton: 
I heard :-:ome years ago. A friend of rulnc__:_ 
an Australian native, born of Irish pareuts 
-said he had heard so much a bout old 
Irehnd-vou know about the blarnev stone 
and all those things. He made up his mind 
that If ever the time came when he was 
financially strong enough to go to Ireland, 
he would take the opportunity. Tlw time 
cam•~ and he went there. He travelled over 
a great part of Ireland. On one occasion, 
JJe was travellina throu"'h an aoTicultural dis· 
triet. I might menti;n that this wfts the 
time when Ireland 11 as euffering from the 
san1c clisPase that \Vf' are suffering· fro1n here 
-rent extraction. Men there di·d not know 
when their rents would be raised: the land· 
lords could raise them as much as thev liked. 
This man was being driven in a j'nunting 
car. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK interjected. 

The CHAIR1HA::\' : Order ! I would 
appeal to the hon. member for Dravton to 
restrain himself. As I have mentioned-before, 
I would ask hon. members to give the " Han· 
sard " staff a fair opportunity to report hon. 
members correctly. I hope the hon. member 
for Drayton will allow. the hon. member for 
Kennedy to proceed. 

GoYERKMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. J JONES : As I was saying. this man 
w~s travelling through an agricultural disH 
tnct. They passed one home which looked 
much superior to others, and the Australian 
~aid. " Paddy, who ie living there "? The 
driver replied, " The man who owned the 
house was the landlord, and he used to live 
there. hut he is dead now. The people shot 
him." The Australian asked what thev shot 
him for. and the driver said, "Ho \Vas talk· 
ing about raising the rent." If landlords in 
Ireland were shot for talking about raising 
the rent. what should be the fate of thiB 
Gov0rnn1ent for not onlv raisinO' tl1e ronts 
bv 100 per cent. or 200 per rent more, .but 
making the increaBe retrospective for seven 
years. 

An OPPOSITION J'vlE)!BER : VY ould you shoot 
them? 

Mr. J. JONES: I would not. I would put 
them on selections of poor quality, and, after 
they had been there several years, I would 
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raise there rents 100 or 200 per cent. and make 
it retrospective for a few vears. vVhen 
the small cattle men got on their feet and 
had a few pound~ to 'pare, the Government 
turned round and said, "'Wo will raise your 
rents 200 per ceCJt., and we will make' the 
increase rctro6p('ctive for scyon years " 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: The rents ha vp been 
increased by 600 per cent. in the Charters 
Towers district. 

:Ylr. J. JOXES: The Governm('!lt hit those 
men with the Land Act Amendment Act of 
1920, which is generally .known as the '· R<'· 
pudiation Act." I stand here for a reduction 
of rents for the small men, who are fiftv 
times more important to Queensland thai1 
the big pastoralish In the 1902 drought, 
these .small men sold out their holdings to 
th<• bigger ownc•rs, and the result was that 
c!o~er scttlerncnt decl'Pased TLat is L1k;ng 
plaec again to-day. The 1nan who has a bit 
of Inoncy is buying out 'his ncighbourR all 
round. and \Yhcre vou have nov;,' a d.azen 
settler~, in hYo yea1~ ~vou will only have one 
~tation run bv one n1a:J and som.e black bo\·:;;. 
That means· decreased population. I hope 
that the Government ,,·ill show a little states· 
rnanshlp and do so1nething to help those llH.'ll 
1.vho are now lo<Sing 1noncy. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grr(Jory): I do not kr:ow 
whether the hon. membPr who ha··· just s,wken 
was quite sincere in all that h<c said. 

Mr. J. JOKES: Quite seriouc .. 

""1r. POLLOCK: He made "ome serious 
reflections on the Land Court judges. which 
no membet of the Committee could allow to 
pass unc-hallenged. lle drew an anoJogy, in 
the first place, between rentals paid by small 
selector' a'<d the rentals paid by the Govern· 
ment for the various State stations. In the 
absence of correct figure, from the Lands 
Department, I am not prepared to say that 
those statements of his a re correct. 

Mr. KERR, He had the figures, and he 
gave them to you. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Suppose he gave them, 
does thP hon. member-who knows nothir:g 
at all about this question-suggest that the 
Governn1ent l:'eceive an unfair 11reference at 
the hands of the Land Court judges? That 
is what it amounts to. 

Mr. ,J. JoxES: Why should they get any 
preference at all? 

::\IIr. FOLLOCK: The rents of these sta. 
tion~ were fixed some years ago by the Land 
Court. and when the term for which that 
rental was fixed has expirEd, what is to 
prevent the Land Court ag·ain raising the 
rental of those stations' 

l\Ir. J. JoxES: \Yhy don't you pay income 
tax '1 

::\IIr. POLLOCK: Does the hon. gentleman 
sav that the State stations are exempt from 
a ppcc1ls to the Land Court? 

:\Ir. J .. JOKES : Yes. 
Mr. POLLOCK: The State stations are 

not exempt from appeals to the Land Coud. 
In connPr tion 1.vith thP rPntals, eyerv hon, 
member knows that in almost eyery instanee 
the big pastoralist does not pay near!~· eo 
much rental as the small selector has to pay. 

Mr. J. JOKE': That is juot what I caid. 

:\lr. POLLOCK: That i' quite true; but 
that does not apply to the State st»tions. 
Tlw State ,tation· are not getting any unfair 
preference in that regard at all. The hon. 
gentle,nan made a ~tatement which he has no 

JJ.h-. Pollock.] 
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ri!','ht to make. He s~id deliberately that he 
bolie.-os an instruction was given by the 
GovernnH'nt to the Land Court. 

Mr. J. J O::<:ES: So it is, indirectly. 

:;\Ir. POLLOCK: That is erroneous. The 
Land Court procedure is .-cry simple. The 
judges of the Land Court are appointed for 
fifteen years at £1,000 per year; consequently 
they are abon an.vthing- like intimidation 
from any party, whether it be the graziers 
or the Governincnt. The position of a Land 
Court judge is one that should· make him 
indepcudcnt, but whether .it works out in 
practice that way er not no one can sa,·. 
People can hurl ac~usations against anybody 
in any office, but to say that the Government 
have attempted to intNferC' with the Land 
Court judges is qnite wrong. The Go.-crn
ment wish the Laud Court judges to be in 
an independent position, and no one can say 
that the judges gi.-e a preference to any
bodv. 1\o one should make a statement like 
that unless he has evidence to substantiate 
such a charge. If \Ye take the procedure of 
the Land Court, we fmd that the assessing 
Commissioner, backed up by the land rangers 
-y; ho shonld know everv bit oi cou11trv 
\vithin their distriet-f1x \~hat thPv conside1· 
to be a fair rental on b2half of the Crown. 
They go into cmnt armed with proofs of 
what thev consider is a fair rental. The 
lessee of the country aho has an opportunity 
of putting his case before the wurt, and the 
Land Court judge is there to hold the balance 
evenly between the two parties. \Vhat is 
\vrong '"ith such a system 'r If we \vipe out 
that system, what shall we put in its place? 

:Mr. BRAxD: \Vhv is the rent for the B'tate 
stations made smaller than the rent of the 
selector' 

1Ir. POLLOCK: The State stations have 
to come up for assessment the c:-tme as the 
others. Does the hon. gentleman mean to say 
that the State stations and everv other station 
in Queensland do not come up for reassess
ment 'I I sav the'.- do. There arc manv easel 
of stations "now , that are due for reassess
ment, but the Land Court hac, not vet had 
time to deal with them. ' 

Mr. J. JONES: Owing to tho repudiatio:>. 

l\Ir. POLLOCK: Repudiation! The hon. 
gentleman certainly seems to be obsessed 
with that catch-cry. 

:!\'Ir. J. JONES: I am obsC'ssed-that is quite 
true. 

:'vir. POLLOCK: Tbe State stations will 
come before the Land Court for reassec•ment 
the same as the other stations. There is nD 
rcamn whv thcv should not. The State 
stations ha~,.e to Pay rates and taxes the same 
as the other stations. 

=vrr. :YioORE: They do not pay rates. They 
give the local 'luthorities a grant. 

~h. T'OLT.OCK: 11ors not that amount to 
the same thing? 

Mr. MaDRE: No. 

Mr. RJORDA::or (to :'vir. :!'.foore): You know 
nolhing whatcYcr about it. 

::\lr. T'OLLOCK : If the Government did 
Hot givP a g-rant to the local authorities, and 
if t.h<' Gowrnment had to ha.-c the rates of 
the State stations assessed bv the local 
authorities, as almost every nw'mber of the 
local shire council is a station-o\vneT, do you 
think the local station-ownC'rs would heavily 

[ M1<. Pollock. 

tax thoi r owl! stdions and put a light tax on· 
the Stilte statio:os? • 

:i\Ir. J. JoxES: You are reflecting on the 
councils now. 

:'vir. POLLOCK: Of course, I know thorn. 
As to the councils. especially in cases of that 
kind, we low'' that the Government arc 

looked upon as a fair mark. 
[11.30 a.m.) E.-erybody who can got the 

opportunity to take down the 
Government usually does it-(Opposition 
inturj ections)-and if the State stations were 
liable to rates and taxes,' thev would nav 
twice what the average station i~' the vici;,it; 
pays. !Opposition laughter.) The Govern
ment which stood for such a thing as the 
rating of State stations by private owners 
would find that the latter would g·ot their· 
own back for rentals by hitting the Govcrn
rnent up for rates. 

~Ir. BRAKD: Your argun10nt is very weak. 

Mr. POLLOCK: lt is .-ery sound, if you 
look at the personnel of the local authorities 
concerned. TherP is alwa vs a tendenc-1· on_ 
the part of such bodies to p1·omote their. own 
interests at the ('"XPCI1Se of the industries run 
by the GO\-ernnwnt. Suppose that thc0 
asse<·.sed the State etations for more than tho 
private station'"· 

li>lr . .J. JoxEs: Thev cannot do that. You 
are talking nonsense." 

An OPPOSITION :;\lJ<:)JBER: \Yhat about the 
right of apppal '! 

Mr. POLLOCK: ThPrc seems to be rather· 
a storm of disS('Dt, probably because the 
argument is not palatable to hon. member" 
opposite. 

Mr. BRAXIJ: There is no argu1nent at all 
in what you say. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The late D':. Kidston
who, I believe, was the best Land Court 
judge Queensland has had, although he \Vas. 
opposed to this party politically-laid down 
very definitely the principle that the fail" 
rental for land should be based upon what 
experienced pcr'•Ons were willing to pay fm" 
the same class of land in the vicinitv. That 
is a. truism. It is con1n1on sensu that~ a judge 
should say that, if Marathon station in_ 
the Hughendcn district, for instance. is pay
ing- £1 per square mile and incoming selectors. 
arc prepared to pay £3 per mile, the station 
proper should also be compelled to 11ay £3. 
That was the reason for the passing of thn 
Land Act Amendment Act of 1920. The 
pastoral lessees \Vere separated only by a 
wire fence from land of the same kind in 
the same locality, but theY were paying only 
one-third of what the selectors were paying, 
and there is nothing \Yrong with gi \'ing the 
Land Court power to charge the same rentals 
to both scctiom, as we have done. I am 
willing to admit that there is something in 
what the hon. member for Kcnnedy has said 
-that there happens to be a slump in tbc 
.. ~ttlf\ inrln~try. 

:!'.'Ir . .J. JoKES: Because the price of cattle 
rose, you raised the re:1ts. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The pastoralists did not 
rai~e wag·cs on that basis. 

Mr. J. JoKES: The Arbitration Court did. 

:Yir. POLLOCK: There was no a·dvocacy 
on the part of any hon. member on the other· 
side, when cattle were at £14 and £15 a 
head, for an increase of wages. nor was there 
anv action in that direction on the part of 
thd pastoralists, yet immediately the price of 



Supply. [12 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1411 

cattle dropped a few pounds in value, 
despite the fact that the Government have 
given ('onccssions to pastoralists--

Mr. J. JOKES: ·what e<Jnccssions have they 
given? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Thcv have reduced 
freights on the raihn>ys. · 

Mr. J. JoKES: That does not affect the 
men on the coast. Thee· cannot pay their 
way. 

:Ylr. l'OLLOCK: Wlwthcr they can pay 
their wav is a matter for determinati<Jn bv 
th" Lana Court. The Land Court has th~ 
whole of tlw evidence before it, and if it 
1nakcs an unfair asscssrn( ni, and thi'· House 
believe, that a principle should be laid down 
to giYe the graziers relief. it is quite another 
matter. Perhaps it would be \Yell, for a 
year or two until the market recovers. to 
g·ive relief to the men who are suffering 
rno"-t ~criouslv. It is a rnatter \Yhich is 
certainly open' to argument, but it is certainly 
not oJWn to argument in the case of sheep 
countrv. The Arbitration Court, JCOt so long 
ago, ·clecided that the YYool industry was as 
prospt~rous as ever. The increased demand 
for fine weals among all sections of the co·.n
munih· and from all part.< of thE' world has 
cr0atcd a big inquiry for n1erino \Vool. 
Evcr:nvhcrc \YE' find the "'Ol'kers maintaining 
the right to dre's in fine clothes, just the 
sarne as rnen '" ho do r.ot work; and one 
cannot but admire their attitudc, and that 
demand-which probably •vill never cease
has placed Queemlancl on her feet, because 
in Queensland we grow practically nothing 
but merino ',mol. In J\'cw Zealand and other 
colder parts of the \Yorkl they go in for 
crossbred wool, for which there is not such 
a demand. 

Whether there is anythi~g to guide the 
Government or the Land Court to a belief 
that a higher price is going to obtain for 
cattle in the near futm·p I do not know. 
Perhaps there may be mmcthing to be said 
for the necessit \ for g-iYing concessions to 
cattlemen on selections; but simply to criticise 
the Land Court judgP,, who fixed re'ltals of 
land when cattle were at a high value. is 
unfair. If the hon. member "ere to giye 
notice of his intention to move that a definite 
instruction be laid down in the Land Act to 
giye rr•licf to n1en who haYo been suffering, 
and who have not been able to make a living 
at all because of the low price, of cattle, I 
could understand his attitude; but he has 
merely criticised n1en who have giYen a 
deci0.ion on the facts laid before them, and, 
in the big majority of cases, when cattle 
were at a very big price. 

1\lr. J. JOKES: For how long" For four 
year~. 

:M:r. l'OLLOCK: For four veara. Never
theless, experienced ni<-'11 were \villing to pay 
a higher rent than the judge'' fixed as a fair 
rental at that time. The judges had no 
alternativ0, Does the hon. member sav that 
the same argument would not be forthco:n
ing from his side. mxl from some of the 
paet<Jralists, and perhaps with some justice, 
if the price of \Yool fc•ll '? But would the" 
criticise the Land Court judges if they fixecl 
the rents ,,-hen wool was low? 

Mr. J. JO:\'ES: I think it was a mistake to 
raise rents at all. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is an entirely differ
ent matter. Whv cloes the hon. member 
assume that the Land Court judges have done 
wrong, and accuse the Government of having 

given them instructions? Ho knows that 
nothing could be done bv the Land Court 
judges except to fix reiitals as they did. 
There m>ty be something in the argument 
that ten years is too long a period for which 
to fix rents-that prices can fluctuate and a 
holding which is valuable to-daT can 'become 
almost valueless before the period for which 
the rental was fixed ha,, eozpircd-just as I 
believe h is unsound tD iix '\ages foe so long 
as fiyo vean, as the Commonwealth Arbitra
tion Court did for th~ .)warcrs ancl shed 
hands. rsing that as an illustration, the cost 
of living may be high "·hen the wages are 
fixed. but just before the expiration of the 
a ward four vears lat: r it n1a y be down to 
almost nothing. To fix wage·" for such a l<Jng 
period is unscientific. On the other hand. as 
more frequently happens, the cmt of living 
may be ver_v low v;hen the award is made, but 
may l'ise 60 per cent. w-ithin fonr years, and 
in such a case the Commonwealth Arbitration 
Court system-and in a sin1ilar case our Land 
Court system-is responsible for a very serious 
anomaly. :Ylen were forced to work on wages 
based on the cost of living four years before. 
No matter how much it went up, they had 
no redress, and there was practically no 
appeal unless there was a dispute extending 
oyer two or more States. I belieYe that a 
somewhat similar s"tem prevails in regard 
to the fixation of rentals bv the Land Court. 
Perhaps the method is wmcwhat unscientific 
and could do with sonw revision. I do not 
say that the judges have been guilty of receiv
ing any instructions from an:v Gov<)rnn1ent. 
I do not think thH would oonsent to 
approaches being mad~ by any Gover!lment 
or party on the question of the fixatiOn of 
rents. If anv hon. member can show that 
thcv haYc at 'anv time listened to approaches 
of the Gm ~·rnm.ent or of the pastoralists in 
regard to fixation of rents. he should move 
that the judges be retired from office. I 
would support such a motion if I thought 
that the judges had listened to any outside 
influence. It is a remarkable state of affairs 
to have this late-hour agitation for a revision 
of rents, and this late-hour abuse of Land 
Court judges. I was out near the border 
of the Northern Tcrritorv a fpw weeks ago. 
and I met a man who was complaining of 
the high rate of wages which he had to pay. 
vYhen I asked him why, he said it was because 
cattle were worth only a couple of pounds a 
head. There seemed to be something in his 
argument. He said he was paying £4 a 
week to his men. \Yhen I asked him what 
he thought would be a fair thing, he said that 
£2 10s. would be anv amount. If £2 10s. 
would be anv amount' with the present price 
of cattle, there must have been something 
wrong with the rate of wages when cattle 
were £14 ancl £15 a head. There was no 
screaming then about the Land Court rents or 
the \vagcs. Kow that rattleown0rs are
suffering the pinch they be;:;in to see somc
ing of the yje,vpoint of thP 1nen who are
trying to struggle al<Jng on £3 a weclc The 
Government ought to take into cardul con
sideration all these factors before .the:,· .do 
anvthing in connection with tinkermg· w1th 
rents. I make bold to srty that if the prlCe 
of wool came down to-morrow to Sd. or 9d. 
per lb. for best qualitv wo<Jl. there would be 
an agitation all over Queensland for a reduc
tion of ages. If the pastoralists wcrP ahle 
to cut a couple of pound.,. a month off th' 
wagEos of the shearer, the shed hand, thewool
presser, and the general worker. in t.he Indus
try, they would say that the Arb1tratwn Court 

Jlr. Pollock.] 
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had done a fair thing. Thev would not take 
any cognisanc:. of ·what wa~ges ought to be 
now, considering the present prosperity of the 
mdustry. I say that wages in both the sheep 
and cattle sections of the industry have never 
heen flxed at a dec •nt price even by the 
Arbitration Court. \Yhen oue considerB the 
unusual profit'1 n1ade in the LJoln tirnes. I 
think the Arbitration Court has been mis· 
take11. I am not accusing the judge of listen
ing to outside influences as the hon. member 
for Ke1medy has done. If th~re is to be any 
reduf'tion in rents or y;;ages 'vhcn priecs ar-e 
ba.d. there should be an increase in both when 
pric{) are good. 

~lr. ::VIOORE (.iuhi(!ny): The argument of 
the hon. member for Gregory with rogard to 
the payment of rates for the State stations is 
an absurd one. The valuation basis is twenty 
tiniC's tho annual rPnt. 

:\ir. POLLOCK : Do you say that State stations 
are not paying enough in rates? 

::\ir. l\IOORE: I say they arc making a 
grant which doe::; not an1ount to as rnuch as 
the other people are paying. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: On which stations? 

.2\Ir. ~\lOO RE: Un auv of them. It is not 
the hnl t of the shire 'councils. The 'tute· 
1n0nt that, becauSe there are O\nlers or 
Inanagors of stations on ~hire councils thcv 
\\Ould make tho Stat< st1tions pav doublo o~· 
treble what other people are paying. is an 
absurd one. The Local Authorities Act does 
not permit discrj1ninatiuu of that sort; there 
i~: a dPJinitc basis for Yaluation on which all 
1n·cpertics arc Yalued; that iP, twenty times 
the annual rerot. If the State stvtions pav 
le<s rent than other people pay. they eonse· 
qtwntly pay le::-"- rates. because their Yalua
tions will be lr'wer. I do not want Stato 
station rents to be ra i5cd; I v;;ant the 
others to be reduced. It appears to be a 
IEost extraordinary position t11at, b0cause the 
court started to assess rents when the price 
of cattle w>ts high. it still has to continue on 
that basis when the pricP has dropped down 
tc practically nothing. The rents of cattle 
stations to-day are exactl~v si1nilar to tho:::e 
Jixed when the court. started to assess the 
rents at a time when cattle were high. In 
many cases th<' sheep stations may be pay. 
ing a fair rent; but. when one reads of the 
en-orn1ous 1o"ses frotn dingoc.;; and flies and 
of the difficulties with which the people have 
to contend. I do net think anvbodv will sav 
that the rents charged on she~p st~ations are 
too ]m,-. In my opinion, they are all too 
high. The nrgun1ent of hon. m·cn1bcrs oppo
site presupposes that eYerybod_, is a trcmcn
dousl:; large lar~downcr; 'vhcrPas thr fact i') 
that the great majorit~· are 'mall land. 
ownns. who hav.~ a difficult rm,~ to hoe, 
especially on cattlc statiom. The fact that 
the C'onrt happened to start reassessing tho 
rents \vhcn CflttlP vrcre hjgh in price is going 
to be a hardship to the ncople who arc ha,-· 
ing: their rents flxed to-day. 

I ''ant to call attention to the remark~ of 
one of the judges of the Land Court. in which 
he suggested that two more judg0s and more 
aSS('"-"'Ol':3 should be appointed, because, he 
~aid, the as3C-:-sing of the runs was so slow 
that it would C'ntnil a great hardship on the 
people. J'\atnrally it does. In·.tearl of get
tino- anv incrPase, the inclination is for the 
nu~rbcr. of o!Ticiols to b0 reduced. I will 
quote a few remarks made by ~Tr. Hard
acL'C, ,,·hich are yer~· n1uch to the. point. 
When the Land Acts Amendment B1ll was 

[Jfr. Pollock. 

going through the Honsc the Government. 
distinctly stated that there would be no 
Government interference-that the Land 
C'ourt was going to fix the rents. They said 
that endcncc would be plan,d before the 
court, an·d the onlv bodv which would have 
an:,·thing to do v·ith t'-t,; fixing of tho ,:ents 
would be the Land Court. Then ocJC uf the 
j1}dges y_oints out that, after having giYen 
hrs clccmon. the Crown a re the flrst people 
to appeal. 

Mr. PAYXE: That wip'" out the idea that 
they arc under the thumb of the Gcvernment. 

Mr. MOORE: It '\as a strictme on the 
Government. which made the deflnitc state
rncnt that they were going to stand b,v \rhat 
tho Land Court dceidcd; hut. "hPn the dcci· 
sion of the court did not suit tlwm. thev 
P·ont out two assec:sors to make a differcn~t 
valuation. 

Mr. Por.LOrK: Thcv ha,-e the right to do 
that. under the Act. · 

::\Ir. :V100RE: They han• the ri, ht. but, 
after haYing :::aid tha.t thPY were going to 
abide bv what the Lane] Court rlecidod. the 
GoYernrllellt imn1ediatl'lv let the court kuow 
that thPY clid not con:-;-idPr it,- d~'f'i~lon.;; wen) 
right-that the re~!> b ;ing Jixed '"ore not 
high enoug-h. nnd tl1cy s~nt ont new a~~cssor,; 
to try and get the rents up otill higher. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Only in the mo -t glaring 
cases. 

Mr. MOORE: \Yh"t :\Ir. Hardacre says is 
well worth taking notice cf. On 24th ?\ovem. 
lwr last, at Charters Towen. referring to the 
shocking inad2quacc· of the evidence put 
before him in regard to pastoral rent.o. he 
said-

" It was not an easy task, and had 
been rendered more d]fticult bv recent 
legislation which had abolished the 50 
per cent. lirnitation increase in rentals. 
l:ndcr that limitation incrcn ·C.< Yaried 
from a few shillings to £1, bnt no'v they 
rang·r>d from 20s. to several pcunrh. ~he 
\vork of the court was no'v 1nuch n1ore 
difficult than under the pre,-ious narrow 
lin1itation of incrca~e;;;, a.nd the conse
quences novv \YCre imn1pn~clv greater, 
especially' when it was remembered that 
the rents were retrospcctiYe. in som-e cases 
for iive or six year3, thus in1posing 
extremely heaYy burden~. Pspccially in 
cases where the lees0es had not ant ici
patcd that the nmt would he made retro
spective. The'e difficulties were still 
further increased bv the fact that 
neither the Crown · nor the lessee3 
appearPd to hrt'e realised the new concli. 
tions when placing th<•ir eYidence before 
the court. In this Jf'S]Wct he instanced 
the proceedings at \Yinton and Hughcn· 
den courts. his decision·. in which were 
appPaJcd against b~.T thP Cro"'n. and in 
which appeals the Appeal Court had now 
p-lvcn it~ decision. In mo~t of these ea "09 

the only Crown <'vidence was the 
Ass('"sinf.i Con1n1if-.-:ionC'r':-; 1:0port. this 
being. in some l'f! S"S, fi n 1 or "IX y0a.rs old, 
and practical!~· ob>olctn. Thc> Commis
sioner was put in the hox in onl:v a ycry 
fc,v C·l··PS. Despit' the fact that the 
court had det:>r 111i~F'rl rentals equal to 
the As~cssing Con1n1is~ionpr's Ya1uaFon, 
and in son1c cases nHH'P. th0 Crown had 
i1nmcdiat0ly appr-:1lcd nR:ain~t .it'3 O\Yn 

~\ssc~-;;ing Con1rnis~ion0r's yR.]untion. and 
had sent ont a fresh inspector to make 
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new in~pections. 'l_lhat in it::,clf \Yas a 
~trong cmnmcntarv on the Crowu'~ own 
evidence. At theo Charters Towers and 
Bowcn court, which were held later, the 
Crovvn gave almost no evidence other 
than the Assessing Cominissiouor's re
port. It would be of much greater 
u~sistance to the cc:urt if the Corrnnis
sioncr were sent into the box. where he 
could be ct"Jss-examincd. His (l\Ir. Hard
acrC''s) cxpcricrH'(' \vas rhat the evidence 
\

1 as mc~arrn• and insufficient, and ::;ho\vctl 
a shorking inadcc1uaey in the prr scntatiDn 
of Cro-vn1 rase~. I\karly all thP cases at 
\Yinton and Ilughcnden. ancl also so1no 
at Charters rr(!\Yer::,. hG,d rctrospectivity 
for fh-e or six Y<'fLrS. :'\I anv of them had 
not. bc0n proviOu~l_;· rcprn tcd on. lie had 
been infm·mod that tlwre were 1,000 
paf:toral lf'asc;:;; in the State which had 
not yet been L·portcd on at ail, though 
some had passed into the second rwrioL1 
of t be leases. !Ic was of the opinion 
that to bring the Cro\Yl1 caen np to date, 
to avoid the n10nta.l and financial nnsettle
ment of the kse<'C', and to obtain a fair 
lcgitin1ate rt'ntal for t.he Crov.:rl, an 
adtlitional 1ncrnher of the court, perhaps 
tv·o, should he appoint0cL and also sc.Ycral 
more asscssin!2; COLlnlis,iotH'r;;;. On th'! 
other hnnd. the lC's'ers "·ere equally sub
ject to cornmcnt re;.·;n·din,::- the rnnnrrcr of 
giYing eYidenrf' In cOncluding, ?\Ir. 
I-Iardr!cre .-=..-:id thnt ho ,,·as not 1naking 
pr·rsonal rPflcctions ·Oil an)- oac. but it 
\Vas tin1c that tbc court nHtdc smne corn
mPnt on the "·a-;· in \Yhich thP < t~P~· Y\'Cre 
brought bcfor~ it. 1-I(' bnll rcrtainlv done 
his best to nrriYc rt <'orrE'd dePisions, 
and l1e dill r:ot think th-, partic' should 
cornpl8in ,,·hen bcttnr evi.denf'£' 1-vas :nOt 
brought before the court." 

That is a Yery etringent stricture from a, 
judge of the Land Court. He pointed out 
that oYer 1,000 lessee.; had not been brought 
into the eourt. and that the commissioner 
in a large nnn1ber of cases had not made a 
report. Some of the -:-. 1Pssces had even gone 
into their second perio,!. It \\as absolutely 
unfair to keep those lessees waiting, and 
ha,vo them subject,ed >o the financial strain 
that exists at the present time upon the 
dctcrminrttion of the rent. The Dc]lartmcnt 
o~ Public Lands has taken no notice of the 
remark3 of that judge of the Land Court. 
Thev ha..-e appointed ne more assessors and 
nu illor.._' judges. They are still dragging on 
in the same old wa' Thoro arc a large 
number of cases still to come bdore the 
cotlrt. The less('e~ will be placed in a very 
a'vkward position 'vh(•n the rents are assc,ssed 
retrospectively for six or ,,even years. It 
is not a fair thi'lg that the Government 
should be ail owed tn sleep on their rig.hts 
and then compel tl>e lessee to pay a high 
retrospective rent, c1 'tting ba.ck fiyo or six 
y<'ars. The judge of the Land «ourt called 
attention to the class of evidence put before 
him, and asked for better evidence; but 
a]1parcntly nothing is going to be done, The 
Govcrnm2nt arc still prepared to allow this 
financial burden to lclans .over men's heads. 
The lc>sees do not kno,-,- the exact amount 
oi the fina.neial burden. Can anvone say 
that is going to be for the benefi"t of this 
State, or that it is going to encourage 
settlement? If privat< persons acted in the 
same way as the Government, there would be 
an outcry all over the State. The sooner the 
Government wake np to the position and 
appoint another judge of the Land Court 

and more assessors, in order to deal with the 
ca.ses to be dealt with by the court, in order 
to allow the peop1e to know the extent of 
their liabilities quicker than at present, tlw 
better it will be for the State. The lessees 
an~ in a very serious position. Thie does not 
only apply to the large cattle-owners, but 
also to the small selectors, and it is up "to 
the' Crown to look into the whole position, 
and see whether it is a fair thing that 
rcntals should be based ou the Y&lue of 
cattle ·when the:v- ·\vere bring-ing Yci·y high 
prices. It is all vor:' well for the hon. 
member for Grogory to s~y that the rent 
ia basod on what it is worth to an incoming 
Jc-,see, \Yhen recnmp!ions are made, the 
most suitable portions arc- resumed. 

Mr, \VIKSTAXLEY: That is not so, 

JVIJ-. MOORE : As a rule, the most suitable 
portions are resumed. There is a certain 
a.rca of rough country loft in the original 
holding, and it is not fair that that rough 
country should carry the rent paid by the 
selector \Yhen the eves have 'reall_7 been 
picked out of the comitry. In a great many 
cases the eyes arc picked out of it. 

J\.Ir. PAYXE: Xot in one instance. 

Mr. MOORE: In the prickly-pear country 
the land is not resumed '''hero the lessees 
allow the pear tu grow If they attempt 
to keep it clea.n. then it is resumed for 
closer settlcn1ent. To .r:.•.y that a certain 
area of the rough country should carry the 
sarno rent as the gooJ f'onntr:v is ridiculous. 
It is a oucstion of the cal'rying capacity of 
that part of the countr~ which is left. 'l'he 
Land Court should '"''"'s that land on tlmt 
basis. It should not be assessed on the report 
of any inexperienced pcrnon. Ho"\v is a 
judge to say whether th:. evidc•nce given is 
the evidence of an CXlJorwnced man'? \Ye 
know that people have gone Oll to selection" 
withont having- an~' experience, They take 
part in a ballo't boca,usc they think thcv have 
a chance of getting a sele.:tion, but there 
is no proof that they arc experienced. \Ve 
know th:·t a largo number of selectors have 
paid too much for their blocks, because they 
did n'llt know \vhat theY were bking on. I 
hope the Government ,dll take notice of the 
remarks r1y the judge of the Land Court 
t0 which I ha.yc ref<~rrcd, and will, as soon 
a:1 pof>:~iblc, appoint officer~ to aBscss tho 
remaining pastoral ] ,Jldings, se: that lessees 
can approach the conrt (lS quickly as pe,~~ible. 

J\fr. PAYJ\E (Jfirchr/1): I want to enter 
my protest against the 'tatemcnt by the 
Opposition that the Land Court i"' under 
the tlnunb of the Uon•rclment. The Land 
Cour·t is a. bodv of men appointed a boYe 
Parliament. It scorns stran!;e to mo that, if 
t.he members of thP Land Court are under 
tho thumb of tho Goycrnment. the Govern
ment should appeal against the decisions of 
the court. It is a r.wnstrous thing for any
one to say that a n1a11 \Vhv has been 
a ppointcd to an independent position a.boYe 
Parliament is under the thumb of Ministers 
or anvonc else. I thlllk the deputv leader 
of the· Opposition should have been ashamed 
of himself \vhen he said, " I--Ica.r, hear 1" 
to some remarks intimatir,, that members 
of the Land Court were under the thumb of 
the Govcrnm2nt. If that kind of thing is 
pormittod, the whole public life of this 
country will not be worth a snap of the 
fingers, 

Mr. BRAXD : It is ;10t worth tha,t now. 

Jlr. Paync.] 
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Mr. P A YNE : There has l'een a great deal 
of argument about the Land Court fixing 
the rents. Anyone \rho knows anything 
about the matter admits that it is a diffi
~ult thing to do the fair thing by everybody. 
J. ask the hon. member for Kennedv if 
cattle to-day were at the price that ·they 
were_ thre~ or four yea.rs ago. would he 
consider lus rent too high to-day? 

Mr. J. JONU: I expect the Government 
to keep agreements with me.. and not 
repudiate them. 

Mr. PAYNE: If the Land Court had to 
take into consider 1ti01; the fluctuating 
value' .of stock and wool. droughts, and 
everythmg else, no charge could be made for 
the rent of land at. alL . If all these things 
aro taken mto COllSideratwn, I do not know 
how you are going to arrive at a fair rent 
-£01' the man on the land. 

Mr. BRA:m: Does tl<c hon. member think 
they should not be taken into consideration? 

Mr. PA YNE: Probabiy they are. All the 
members of the Land Court have had vears 
a,nd years of experience~one of them in this 
House~and I am quite satisfied that in 
makmg their decision thev ta.ke all those 
factors into consideration. l: believe if there 
should be any reductio'l in the rent. 'it should 
be for the small man. 

Mr. J. JONES: That is what I am savinrr 
all the time. I am glad to hear the hm~ 
member back me up. 

Mr. P A Y~E : l: r.·der the old Ton Go
Ternmont, the birr landltolders hmir the 
Opposition represc~t, set out to tie up the 
Land Court under an Art ·which hon. n1Clll

ber~ oppooite. claim to have been repudiated, 
which made It an utter impos,ibilitv for the 
Land Court to get a fair r.._nt fron1 'tho~c big 
holders. · 

:\Ir. J. JOKES: The Govemment coLdd 
resume seven-sixteenths of it. 

Mr. PAYNE: 1.Jndcr the old Torv Go
YE'rl~Inent the Sin all grazing selectors~ ,.,·ere 
paying 3d. pc~ :1crc whil'3i. the his· squnttcrs 
"·ere only paymg Id. for their land. l; ndor 

the Land Act. the Land Court 
[12 noon] could only rftisr· the re,rt of the 

. . hig holding by 50 p0r cent. That 
1s. 1n tf.:.n yea1::- it could increase hi, rental to 
l~d. per acre. I say the Gcn ern1nent were 
wiso in getting rid .of that anun1al in the 
Land Act. 

:Ylr. J. JOKES: The same thing applies 
to-day. 

Mr. PAY::"JE: I am afraid the hon. mem
ber for Kennedy has got a hit mixed in 
regard to the land laws. I claim to have 
some knowledge of them. Land is taken up 
under so man,· differ0nt headings that I 
am afraid the hon. member doe., not under
stand the position. I do not know cvhdher 
the hon. member came under the 50 per cent. 
limitation. 

Mr. J. JONES: Of couree. I did. 

Mr. PAYNE: If the hon. member ca>ne 
under the 50 per cent. limitation and the 
holding adjoining did not come under that 
limitation, what kind of a lopsided law was 
it that gave a 50 per rent. protedion to one 
man and not to th0 other? There should be 
no protection at all, or else even·oce .•hould 
be protected. · 

Mr. J. JOKES: \Vhv did thev not re~ume 
:r'Y seven-sixteenths? ·Because n"obody wanted 
Jt. 

[Mr. Paync. 

Mr. PA Y:c\E: I do not know why. Prob
ably it was an oversight, or probably the 
Government of the day were friends of the 
hon. member, and they did not want to 
resume it. In the \V est ern sheep country 
there arc very big holdings carrying from 
60,000 to 100,000 sheep. They can work their 
stock per thousand cheaper than the small 
man, and you have the anomaly of the big 
man paving only one-third of the rent paid 
by the "grazing 'selector, and the law as it 
stood would not nerrnit the Land Court to 
g·et a fair rental" from the big man. This 
50 per cent. limitation has a very long hi,·
tor.;. As a n1attcr of fact. it goos back to 
the 1886 Act. Previous Governments~not 
Labour Governments-wiped it out altogether, 
hut it \vas again reintroduced in the 1897 Act. 
The 1902 Act, which was introduced by the 
Philp Adrninistration, gave a very big exten
sion of lease". I do not object to that Go
,·ernment giving an extension ?f leases, but 
I do complain that the extensiOns were for 
too long a period. Everybody in Queensland 
at that time knew very well that our flocks 
and herds had been \viped out as a result of 
years of drought. and station products were 
practically of no value. 

Mr. J. JOKES: Ynu arc wrong. 

Mr. P A Y::'\E: Tlw Philp Administration 
pa . .::sed an Act granting an extension of leasPs, 
and Mr. Philp was not a Labour man. He 
got a conc()ssion when he granted the ext0n
sion of leases, because he included a pro
vision in that Act whercbv he could resume 
one-fourth immodiateiv a"m- holding came 
under that Act, and 'then: after a certain 
number of v~ars, he could resume another 
quarter for "closer settlement. and the lessee 
was entitled to onh- half the holding for the 
whole period of tlw lease. \Vhen tho Bill 
was voinO' through. ~Ir. John ·CamerDn, \Vho 
was then "member for ::-\ orth Brisbane, moYcd 
an arn,-ndrnf'nt in clau~e 2 providing for the 
50 per cent. limitation in rentals, and the 
Secretary for Publie Lands at the time. Mr. 
Dalrym])lc. objected to the amendment. and 
:Vlr. Philp ea id they had gi,·en. the pastor a
lists quite enough-they had given then1 a 
bio· extension of their leases-and the limita
ti;,, was not included. Strange to say, the 
limitation was not put back in the Act untll 
1905, an-d all this talk about men 0ntering 
jnto an agreement ·with the Government 1s 

all moomhine. vVhcn thaw men came under 
the 1902 Act, thev had no protection in 
regard to a 50 per· cent. limitation at "ll. 

lY1r. J. JONER: The banks would not 
advance mon0y under those tenure~. 

J\1r. P A Yl\;E: There was no lWCe'·,ity for 
tlw banks to a•dvance money in 1905, as 
things \Vere not too bad. There was no 
drought. 

Mr. BRAKD: There wore ro cattle in the 
State. Queensland had to be restocked. 

:Mr. P A Y='IE: I know all about that. 
There was no urgPnt neccssit,- for reintro
ducing that 50 per cent. limitation _in t_he 
1905 Act. \Vhen hon. m cm hers onposite rrse 
in their placr-s and say that the Government 
have repudiated something. they are saying 
something that is absolutely untrue. 

Mr. J. JOKES: It is true. I am one of 
them. 

Mr. P A Y='IE: Y on newr got a 50 per cent. 
limitation until 1905. 

Mr. J. JoNES: I know. 
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:\Ir. P A YKE : \Y as your lease "taken up 
before 1905? 

~Ir. J. J ONES: 1\ot so far as I an1 con
·cerncd. 

:\Ir. P A YKE : Had the lease been taken 
up: 

.i\lr. J. Jo::-;Es: Of course, it had. 

).Jr. l' A YNE : \V hat is the use of argumg 
that. whe11 vou took up the lease. you had a 
,contract ror:taining cc1·tain proyi:-:ions, when 
that i, incorrect? It is a difficult thing for 
tlw Land Court to fix a fair n'ntal, consider
ing· that we suffer fror.n periods of {houghts, 
.and that prices are h1gh at one perwd and 
lov.r at another. Since the Government w1ped 
out the 50 per cent. limitation they have 
been getting a big increase in :ent from the 
bicr holclincrs in the west, wh1ch, 1!1 times 
pa~t, did ~ot pay a fair rent. I have no 
l1esitation in saying that there are small 
selectors in n1Y district who are paying too 
much rent to-dav. On the average, they arc 
paying 3d. and i!d. an acre, while the owners 
of the big holdings are not paymg half that 
arnount. 

.Mr. J. JoxES: What about the State 
.stations'! 

Mr. PAYNE: I dare say the State stations 
.are paying the ooame rental as the other 
stations in the neighbourhood. Are the State 
stations p~ying u less rental than the ~tations 
.adjoining 't 

l\Ir .• J. J ox£S : Of course, they are. 

:\Jr. PA YXE: If they arc, I am not aware 
·of it. \Yith all the talk we hear about tco 
n1uch rent l"cing paid, it is a strange thing 
chat there should be such a tremendoll3 rush 
for land, and cheap land in particular, in 
'" d'Y part of (~uc•enslancl. Only a few 
1nonths arro seYC'll blocks \VCrc thrO,.';n open, 
ranging f~·om 12.000 to 20,000 acres. 'These 
were re,;urnptions from Albilbah and Ruth
Yen <end thc•rc •.-:ere between 500 ancl 600 
a pp'!ic .1nts for Pach block. Thc:y wore. prac
tical men who hac! been reared m the mdus
trY. \Yhat ts the good of trying to misrepre
.;;ellt the GoYr-rnn1cnt by ~aying that too 
n1uch rent is bcillg paid'? The GoYcrnmont 
are responsible for tho upset price vrhich i~ 
fixed; the Land Court onl,y Jeals with it 
periodically after ~ ten-years' term, and I 
think the up:;ct pnce fixPd for that country 
was 2d. and 3d. an acre, and some of it is not 
the be.;;t sheep country there. There \:v_crc 
500 or 600 applicante, who W0l'~ all practiCal 
men; vet hon. members opposite talk a bout 
thl' land being too dear. If practical me11, 
who haye dcyoted the whole of then hns to 
the industry, are prepared to take it up, 
and there arc 500 or 600 applic:wts for each 
block, there is nothing· in what hon. members 
opposite -·ay. 

::\Ir. PoLLOLtC: What about prickly-pear'? 

:Hr. PA Y~E: There is very little prif'kly
pcar . in the \V est ern distri~t. 'The only 
expcnenee I have had of pnckly-pear land 
has been while travelhng through pear
infested land as one of the members of th0 
I'ublic \Vorks Commission. Compared with 
what the pa,toralists are paying, I have no 
he,itation in saving that the small selectors 
may be paying too much rent, b~t it i? their 
own fault. \Vhen the law >vas m existence 
under which the land was thrown open to 
tender, you had the wonderful anomaly of 

rnen paying 6d. an acre for land in Central 
Queensland. 

~VIr. J. J OxES: Did the Government nduce 
their rent then' 

2\1r. P A YKE: I do not know. 
Mr. J .. JoKES: I know that they clid. They 

\Yere a fair Govcrnrnent. 
:Ylr. PAY:\'E: I am glad the Government 

have wipecl out tlidt rotten tender systc'm, 
under ,,-hirh practical rnen vvbo ha\1 been 
brought Uj1 in the industry gave as much .as 
6d. or 7d. an acre for the land. I am qUJto 
satisficcl that any small holder-even a cattle-
0,yner-\vho can1e to tho Government and 
asked for consideration because he could not 
pay his rent, would not be pressed by the 
Government. I haYe in my m.-n electorate 
~ome small men whose rents had been fixed, 
I think, by another Government. 'The 
previous GoYC'rnrrwnt allowed some of the 
holdings to run to the second term, and 
then lhev £truck a fn~h l'ent which was 
retrospective for ten years, and it became a 
great hardship to these people, espec1ally 
small men, who had to find the back rent. 
That has been happening in my own elec
torate, through no fault of this GoYornment, 
but of the pre,,ious Gon•rnmcnt. 'The present 
GoYernn1ent, in eYery instance, gave those 
rn£'n suflicif'nt tin1e to enable then1 to pa:,~ 
the increased back rent. If the hon. member 
for Kennedv knows anv small cattlemen who 
eannot pay their renh-" e all know the 
bottom has fallen out of the cattle mdustry 
to-clay, hut the position LJlV be better in 
another vcar-they will g·ct consideration 
from th<> GoYernment. \Yhen tlwy have 
gone to th0- GoYcrnmcnt and sho\Vn. a just 
f'ase, there has not bPen one case '''hlch has 
not been fairly dealt with by the Government. 

::\1r. COLLIJ\'S (Brnr' n) : :1\Iy own opinion 
is that close settlPment will take place upon 
the coastal lancls of Queensland. I admit that 
the Department of Public Lands is a very 
difficult department to handle, because while 
it may b:o necessary in some parts of the Sta~e 
to have blocks of 100 square miles or more, m 
other parts a few acres will suffice to enable 
a man to g·et a live! ihood. .My argument m 
connection with lar.d settlement is that the 
Department of Public Lands has no right 
to allow any one to take up land unless it 
thinks that the person taking· it up can get 
a decent liYing from it,. There shc·uld be more 
assistance gi n~n than is l1eing given by the 
Department of Public Lands or any other 
d partment in that clirection. Take for 
i~;stance. my own electorate. The Proserpu.w 
district has the seconcl heaviest rainfall m 
the State, and it is the same about Inr:1sfa1l 
and Babinda. \Vhat is the use of tcllmg a 
man to settle on a piece of lar~d, no matt~r 
how rich it may be, if there 1s a creek m 
between his land and the tramway, w.here, 
owing to the heavy rainfall, it is practically 
im)lossible for him to get his c":ne or other 
product oYer the creek? I claun that ~he 
Department of Public Lancl.s, when surveymg 
this land, should also proVJde f~r the bmld
ing of bridg0;:; oYer the creeks In those w~t 
districts to enable the farmer to get h1s 
product to the. tramli.Iw. I ha Ye -.ce~ men 
in my own d1stnct haYmg to use.five horses to 
bring a ton of cane to a tramlme, and the.n 
they have been bogged on the :V~Y· It ~~ 
impossible for a man to make a llvmg und~!I 
those conditions. 'The land is good and Will 
o-row crops but it is too difficult to get th '· 
~raps to m'arket. It is all very well to say 
that the shire council should attend to these 

Jir. Collins.] 
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things, but those bodies are not wealthv 
enoug·h, e··,pecially m the wet districts, 
although those in the dry districts may be 
able to do it. In my own district there arc 
aLout 500,000 acres of land open, or to be 
opened, fm· selection by the end of the year. 
There are blocks of from 50,000 acres down 
to blocks of 40 acres or 50 acres according to 
the localitv. I am one of those who behevo 
that, if th{s State is to progress, we mns~ get 
right down to bedrock and get people settled 
upon the land. Although I have not lived 
in a \Yestcru rli:"trict. l k1~ow a little nbout 
it :\1y frieud the hon. mcrnLcr for Kcnncdy 
can hardlY claim that he is in a \Vestcrn 
district. His elector\te happens to adjoin 
my own, and there is similar land to that 
which he mentioned in my electorate. \Vhen 
the hon. member was quoting figures this 
morning he should have given the whole of 
the f-igures 

:\lr. J. J o::-;rs : I had not got them. 
l\1r. COLLIXS: I claim that the hon. 

member is not a pp< ::tling so much for the 
small selector-thttt is not his intention-

:\1r. J. J ONES: It is my intention. 
Mr. COLLINS: As for the big· lessee. I 

have here the report of the Department of 
Agriculture and Stock. \Vhilc the hon. mem
ber v. as giYing thP illustration about the 
landlord in Irpl and, it would be just as well 
for him to exatnino his own country, and se 
if our ovvn back:,Tard does not w~nt cleaning 
up. 

:Mr. J. JO::\ES: I told you that. 
Mr. COLLH\8: I question whether, from 

my study of the different countries of the 
world, there is any country in the world where 
there are so few p ople owning so many head 
of cattle as in Queensland. and so few people 
owning so many head of sheep. The hon. 
mcn1ber quoted tlJc numb-~t· of cutt1c-O\Yncr;;;;. 
with 1.000 he ad and upwarch There are 916 
of thcn! 1 ancl thn~T own ?..717,535 cattk out (Jf 

a total of 6,455.067. Those 916 people own 
more than half the cattle of Queensland. The 
hon. member for Kcnncdv is asking for a 
rccluction of rent for those ·916 ea ttlc-owners. 

Mr. J. Jo::~s: ::'-Jo, I did not ask for a 
reduction in the rents of tho'c cattle-owners. 
I <·L"kl'd for a rcpr. 1 of the '· R.Ppndiation 
Act." 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. mcmbl'r quotr•d 
the total nnmbcr of cnttle-mYnct·, '" 46.232. 
Does the hon. gentleman not know that there 
is a large percentage of tho~e ramain1ng 
cattle-own r~ on 160-ncre, 320-acrc, or 1,280-
acre blocks who would not come under the 
Land .Act Amendment Act? 

:\fr. J. Ju:o;Es: It is all repudiation. 

Ylr. COLLE\S: There is no such thing as 
the "Repudiation Act"; it is the Land Act 
Amendment Act. That is the name of the 
Act which \VC passed in 1920, and I am very 
plca.:.:cd that we pa~ ·t::d it, bec·tu:"c I adYo
catcd it for a quarter of a century previously. 
I 'Y\"R'-' ahYa.r. s in fayuur of the cqua1if-at1ou 
of the selectore' rents and the rents cf the 
big pastoral holders, and I was glad we were 
able to pa:,s it into law. The hon. member for 
Kcnnrcly is continually talking on behalf of 
those 916 cattle-owner·, I have just referred 
to. W c do not represent them, so they must 
be represented b:v members on th0 other side 
of the Hovsc. The hon. gentleman is always 
talking· about repealing the Land Act Amend
ment Act. The:- say they will repeal it if 
they get into power. 

Mr. J. Jo:\'ES: I will if I get a chance. 

[11Ir. Collins. 

Mr. COLLIXS : That shows they are 
speaking in the interc ts of the big cattlemen 
and the big sheepme!'. Thev are supposed 
to be only speaking for the cattlemen, but 
their remarks also apply to the sheepmen. 
If we look up the statistics in regard to 
sheep, we find that 214 owners own 9,156,940 
sheep. There are 159 owners in Queensland 
to-day who mvn from 20.000 to 50,000 sheep, 
and the total number of sheep they possess 
is 4,884,224. There are forty-six individuals 
to-day owning from 50.000 to 100.000, who 
own in the aggregate 3,215,847. There are 
nine men who own upwards of 100.000 sheep, 
who own between them 1,056.869. As I 
just stated, our latest figures show that 214 
owners in Queensland own 9,156,940 sheep 
out of a total of 17,404,840 s.heep in Queens
land to-day. Those are the pe·Jple whom 
th,, hon. member for Burrum etands for. 
Those are the people the hon. member for 
Nanango. the hon. member for Cunning
ham. and the hon. member for Lockyer 
stand for. 

Mr. EDWARDF: VYho told you that? 

Mr. COLLIN'S: Because hon. members. 
opposite say that they are in favour of the 
repeal of the Land Act Amendment Act, 
and, if they are in faycur of that, they stand 
foe the 214 sheepo>Ynors who own over 
9,000,000 sheep. 

Mr. J. JoxES: I do, al any rate. 

:\Ir. C'OLLI:'\S : The hon. member fm· 
Konnedy is honest, at any rate. He admits 
that he stands for them. So it is not 
merelY the cattlemer, that hon. members 
oppo·ite eta,nd for. T.he hon. member for 
Kcnnedv seems to think that it is all a 
n1atter Of rent. If a man owns 100 square n1iles 
of countrv and we ·vere to roduco his rent 
b .. £1 pe1· 'square mile, that will be reducing 
it bv £100 altogether. That is not going to 
soh·c the cattle difficult-,. It will not solve 
the rattle difficuHv at all, because it is not 
a quoc.tion of ,·onts. Our latest returns ehow 
ail incn 1sc of 500,000 cattle, and we hav& 
got to consider what is the solution of the 
problem. The c1ttlc problem can only be 
soh·· d by getting marketE .. That is the solu
tion, if hon. members opposite want to know. 
Italv has a popc1lation of 38,000,000, and 
stat;stin e.how that the Italian people con
sume ioss than 50 lb. ot moat per head per 
annum. The ca,t!1emen shonld organise and 
sec if thcv cannot do something to establish 
r;,tail shops and whole.<ale shops in Italy, 
and then they ·,·ill find a gcod market fm· 
their products. ThP same thing applies 
to Germanv and other countries. In 
mv opinim;, that i•. where we shall 
find a solution oi the cattle problem 
as in' know it to-da v. IY c shall not fmd t.he 
solution in reducing rents. :\-Ianv of the 
srnD ll n1en own only lCJ square miles, and, 
it "-e reduce their rents by £1 per square 
mile. it would be a mere bagatelle. A 
reduction of rent is not a solution of the 
problem at all so far a' the cattle industry 
i concemed. V\ith regard to the sheep 
industrv. I have not had any practical experi
ence, !)ut I am not so stupid that I cannot 
read the papers and see the prices the sheep
owners ne getting for their wool. Will 
anyone get up in this Chamber and say that 
tl1P she·"powners cannot afford to pay the 
n·nts that they are pa, ing at the present 
time? 

Mr. J. J ONES: I question very much if 
they can pay them. 
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Mr. COLLI?\S: Th0 hen. member for 
.-\ ubign:, says that both sheepmen and cattle
!Tlen are pa~'ing too bigh a rent. Too long 
t h0 s,hoepo>Yncr, ha vo been getting their land 
JWactically rent free. The hon. member for 
Kennedy inferred that this Government 
should bo chat, because that was the illus
tration he nsed in rc!'iard to the Irish land
lord who he said was shot. 

Mr. J. Jmms: I di,1 not infer that. 

Mr. COLLIKS : The hon. gentleman used 
that innuendo. ::\'a dnubt, that is what he 
inferred. If I h"td made a statement of 
that kind I would have been accused of being 
o. revolutionary, o.nd I now accuse the hen. 
member for Kennedy oi being one. (Laugh
ter.) I well remember when I was travelling 
round >nth the- Public ·worb Comrnis~ion 
seeing the fme homes ,m some of the sta-tions 
we visited. Anyone going into the western 
parts of Queemland ill see the palatial 
nsidences in which the managers of the 
stations live, while m the background you 
sec the huts and hovels for the workmen 
just the same as t,ho hon. member fo{· 
Kennedy referred to. The owners of these 
stations do. not live there. As a rule they 
live dmYn m \Voolloomooloo, or St. Kilda. 
(Opposition laughter.) \Ye ha,ve landlords in 
C)ueensland to-day just the same as thee· had 
111 Ir0land to whom the hon. member 
referred. 

Mr. J. J OXES: Stat<) landlords. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: Not State landlords but 
private landlords. l\1anv of them • are 
makinfj la~gc incom0s. and a. great many of 
them hn' m the wuthPrn parts of the Com
n<onw<'alth. They m~ke large incomes out 
oi Queensland. bnt tlwy do not spend their 
money m Queensland AnYone that kno-.cs 
Rnything about our \Ve~tc1~n country, must 
know that. in spite of ali its richnc.,-and 
I do not doubt its Ticlmess-it is still in the 
same state of nature a' it \Vas \vhen Captain 
Cook >Yent up the coasi. Most places just 
hrwe an old wire fonc<e round them. and that 
i,< th" only improvement that thev have. 
\Yh:v, some of tlw men on 160-acrc blocks 
along the coast have made more improve
ments than many of the big pastoralists have 
done. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Look at the Gilbert River. 

Mr. COLL I:'\S: Y cs. :l\1 v friend reminds 
m•J of the Gilb,,·t Hi,-cr. ·There Ul'e many 
?th0r plrtc.es JUst the same. If this country 
IS eve~~ gmng to become great, we shall have 
to go m for small holdings. It is not the big 
p~,-;tDral holdings th::tt wiJl nutl;;::o Queensland 

'?_rcat. Th~ nine ovn1ers I have ju..;t rnen~ 
noncd owmng l,OOO,OOC sheep, will not make 
(\ucensland grea,t. These people, including 
b1~ tTon··ett.J anti oth:~t·2, n1u::t not be per~ 
rnitted to rule in this State. I hope that the 
Land Act Amendment Act will not be 
r"pealed. 

~1r. J. ,TONES: I hope it will. 
Mr. COLLI~S: That Act should have 

been on the statute-book voars before we 
placed it there. • 

GO\'ERX1IENT J\IE1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. COLLIJ'\S: The hon. member for 

Konnedy wants to roYJoal that Act in the 
interest~ of the big ~qua_tters and pastoral 
compames. He adm1ts 1t. I represent a 
fairly large cattle district mvself. What the 
cattle owners have to do is to find markets 
and I hope that ~he Minister in charge of 
the Estimates, together with the rest of the 

Cabinet, will a'sist them to find markets and 
so help the cattle industry. 

Mr. FORDE (Rockharnpton): I do not 
think there are any Estimates of such groat 
import:tnco to Queensland as tho Estimates 
of the DPpartment of Public Lands. If we 
hope to become a great State, we must first 
of all settle the people on the land. In my 
travels through the country di,tricts it has 
been reallv remarkable to find such a con
tented fcciing &mongst the people who are 
ctruggling on the land, many of them in the 
face of great difficulties. 

'\Ir. J. JONES: \Vhy do you rack-rent them? 

Mr. FORDE : One would infer from that 
that hon. members of this side were out to 
cnd1 the man on the land. 

Mr. J. J OXES: So you arc. 

Mr. FORDE: Manv interjections of that 
kind come from the' hon. member. The 
hon. rncmbPr for Bo\YCD f,t.ruc~;. the nail on 
the head when he Paid that hon. membors 
opposite represented the ,,·ealthy pastoralists 
and big lando\Yners. 

JVIr. J. J ONE;:; : I represent all da~ses ; not 
one class. 

Mr. FOHDE: If we are to settle people on 
the land ucc0r~"fully we n1u~t go in for clo ,or 
settlement. \Ye must rc·sumc the large 
e-states, particularly those along the rai1why 

lines. In travelling throug-h 
[12.30 p.m .. ] ·Queensland one cannot help think-

ing that the early pastoralists got 
all the good land along our railway lines, 
an:; many of them got freehold, and I think 
the policy of the Government in trying to 
breaic up thesG large estates and settling 
people in growing cotton and other crops or 
carrying on mixed farming is very laudable. 
Tho Government, very rightly, have resumed 
approximakly 260,000 acres of land of the 
very b0st kind in the Capella and Clermont 
district-, for closer settlement. 

But, if land settlement is to be a success, 
we must pay more attention to the provision 
of good roads, of water supply, and small 
tramways acting as feeders to the railway 
lines. Am·one who travels and notices the 
great .difficulties experienced by settlers in the 
early stages from want of water cannot help 
thinking that there has been a lack of fore
sight on the part of those who have handled 
land settlement in this State in the past. I 
ad m it that in the last six or ten years great 
strides have been made in supplying water 
at economical prices to settlers on the land, 
but we shall have to pay more attention to 
the matter. I have seen some of these small 
farmers who have been unable to get water 
comp< llecl to leave the land, in consequence; 
and I sa;.· it would be a good policy on the 
part of the Government to put down com
munity bore·. It is impossible for the settlers 
in some cases to do it themselves, because 
they do not know what will be the cost. 
Some bores mav be put down at a low cost, 
others mav cost hundreds of pounds; and if 
the Government put down such bores in 
central positions to serve eight or ten settlers, 
they WOLJld be immensely helping the strug
gling selector in the early stages of h1s ~ettle
ment. The absence of such assistance cnpples 
many to-day. They spend all their ~avings 
and all the money they can borrow m put
ting down a bore; and if it is not successful, 
theY have to get off the land. 

The hon. member for Bowen rightlv said 
that in some parts of his electorate in bad 

Mr. Forde.] 
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weather it is almost impossible for the selec
tors to get to the nearest railway station for 
the want of good roads. I have seen tl1at 
state of things in Central Queensland and 
other parts of the State. If many of those 
selectors, living only 8 or 10 miles from the 
lino, had but good roads on which to take 
their produce to the nearest railway station 
they would be satisfied. When I was in North 
Queensland l noticed very bad roads, par
ticularly in' the electorates of the hon. mem
ber for Horbert and the hon. member for 
Bowen. We have them in Central Queens
land. This is a matter on which the 
Government have concentrated a good deal 
of attention. The Main Roads Board is 
doing good work, and I am glad that a 
programme has bPen laid down which will 
necessitate the expenditure of approximately 
£1,000,000. That will be money well spent. 

It is also necessary for the Government to 
assist men on the land to get markets for 
their produce. As the hon. member for 
Konnedy rightly 'ay,-we all know-there 
is a slump in the selection of land for 
cattle-raising because of the collapse of the 
meat market. This is a problem which the 
cattle owners of Queensland might take np, 
too. I remember listening to a very able 
addre's by Major Belchor, the head of the 
British Empiw Exhibition Mission, who 
properly said that it was not a good thing 
for the big cattle men to lean on the Govern
ment for everything. He pointed out that, 
if they put aside a cort3;in sum every year 
for the ptupose of carrymg on propaganda 
in other part, of the world, they would be 
able to dispose of Australian lW'at and bring 
prosperity to the industry. Ho showed that 
the slump in the industry has occurred 
because we are not keeping up with the 
Argentine and other moat-producing coun
tries-which have spent hundreds of thousand,s 
of pounds a year in propaganda wita the 
of pounds a year-in propaganda vvith the 
world the reasons why they should buy 
Australian meat. The Argentine has 
shops throughout Great Britain, and its 
propaganda forces the ,ale of its meat, 
whereas it has boon said by persons in a 
position to know that Australian meat in 
Smithfield market has not looked in nearly 
as fit condition as the Argentine meat. This 
is ~omcthing in vvhich the cattle owners might 
co-operate with the Government, and see 
what can be don through the Agent-General's 
office. Australians nobly helped Great 
Britain in the groat war, and I believe that 
the people of Great Britain are sufficient!~: 
grateful to g"ive all the assistance they can 
to the returned Australian soldiers who are 
growing cattle by buying their meat in pre
ference to foreign meat, if the facts are only 
put before them in a proper and lucid manner. 
T hope f,he cattle men will take the matter 
up. Such a result would be of infinite benefit 
to them, and it could be achieved if they 
were to put aside a certain sum of money 
every year in proportion to the number of 
cattle they have. I find on inquiry that 
there are possibilities of meat markets in the 
East, in India, and in Java, bnt the abs_ence 
of cold storage is at present a great dJsad
vantage. If we co!.!ld open up markets there 
our land settlement would be greatly encou
raged, and I hope the Government will take 
the matter up in conjunction with the repre
sentatives of the meat industry. 

I am pleased that the S'ecretary for Rail
ways, who happens to be in charge of these 

[Mr. Forde. 

Estimates. has brought about a rednction 
of 20 per cent. in cattle freights, shee~ 
freights, and pig freights, and I an; glad, 
too that the Government have given a 
re~Is:~Ion of rentals in deserving cases, 
because one has onlv to travel in country 
districts to realise ti1e bad times which the 
men in the meat indnstrv arc experiencing, 
and to recognise that th,:y should got every 
assistance it is pos~iblc to give thcn1. 

A good deal of land settlement is going 
on in Central Quccn;lancl. and I want to 
Ea v a 'vord or t\" n on tfi:~. N orthcrn Burnett 
scheme and also the Dawson Valley scheme. 
As early as 1904 the matter of opening up th_e 
Northern Bm·nctt district was brought pronu
nently under the notice of the pub!ic, and 
in Augu"t of that VP::tl' Surveyor~ G. Phillips 
v"nd F. J, Charlton wc•re deputed by the 
J/Iurgan GovernlnPnt to l'C'port on thr~ vvholc 
of that district. Tlw report was very favour" 
able. Inter alia, it read-

" Takin<r it as a whol0. '"o regard the 
Northern cBurn0tt a::; one of tho finest 
district. in the State, a;Id admirably 
adapted for close settlement. The coun
trv is from 500 to 2.000 feN abont 'ea
le~"ol so that the climate is lwa!thy and 
de6ciedly bracillg in winter. The soils 
are black, brmvn, and chocolate volcanic 
of g-reat fc•rtilit;-. '' 

Then we had the late ·ender s. cretary for 
Lands, ~~.Jr. Cordon Grahan1, reporting to 
succcs.;ive Minicte1·s that the Northern Bur
nett lands should be resumed and throw>! 
open for close ::iCttlernent. Of cour:-;c, sorne 
hon. Jncn1bcrs opposite will say that \YC are 
inflicting a great har(_bhip on rna1~y P<:S
toralists by n~'-'Ulll.ing their land. It_ 18 qurte 
natur.1l for the pastoralists and then repre
sentatives to sho\v a kpon rescntn1cnt at the 
action of this Go.-ernrnont in tho interests of 
closer settlenwnt but it is good for the coun
trv. There is n~ action ,,~hich any GoYern
mimt can take which will not offend somebody; 
hut l hold that it i" the interests of the 
majority of the pt;ople ,.·hich should be con
sidered. vYith regard to the Korthcrn Bun_tett, 
Survevors Forde :\l,,ckav and Suter cla-,ficd 
the !a"nds as foll~ws :-Fi;·st-class agricultural 
land, 186,729 acre'; second-class agricultural 
land, 399,695 acr0s; iirst-da , grazing land, 
4!J8,631 acres; sccond-C'!a 'S grazing land, 
336 124 ac-rc•s · maki1w a total of 1,421,179 
acT~S. T'ha t 'total acr~age will b:~ a vailablo 
for settlement in thn ·c ppt'r Durnett. Cer
tain ''ailwa v linos will be ncecP"ary. The 
::vlany Peal(s-Kew Cannindah, the Rannes
:\1onto, and the 1\Inllllnbbcra lines, I am 
glad to say; are being carried ?ut at the 
present timr•. It is no use scttlmg people 
20 or 30 rr!iles from a raihYav and n1alnng 
them travel over bad roads to the nearest 
railwa•c station It is quite impossible for 
settlers to eke .out an ex!stcncc> on a small 
area in thcc,c plac os. The K orthern Durnett 
lands have bct>n favourablv reported on by 
departmental and outside ej:.,perts. 2\Ir. J. C. 
Brlinnich, the Agricultural Chmnist, m.ade an 
anal:y::~is of Htmples of ~ojls frorn nineteen 
different lcJcalities, am! reported that the 
groat majority were mils of exceptionally 
high fertility. 

Tho Government had great difficulty in 
pushing on with the Northern Burnott land 
settlement scheme because of obstacles put 
in their way by the Commonwealth ~overn
ment. The Commonwealth Imn11gratwn 
Officer, Mr. H. S. Gullett, went through 
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those lands, reporte-d Ycry fa yourably on 
them. and rccommcr.dcd the Commonwr"rtlth " 
Goycrnn1cnt to go on with the :?chcrrle, 'vhich, 
he said, wa oLc of thr: big"gest land settle" 
ment schc•mcs in AU5tralia. \Vhen :\Tr. 
Gullctt could not get his views ac,ccpted b"v 
the Connnon\Yealth GoYcrnmcnt. he rc;;ignPd 
a position that was worth to him approxi
mately £2,500 a ycac The Rockhampto:> 
" l\Iorning Bulletin" of 27th February, 1922, 
reported the resignation ots follows:-

" Mr. H. S. Gullctt, the Commonwealth 
Superintendent of Immigration, has 
J"esigned. 

" He stated this afternoon that before 
the war the States were running immi
gration on lines incon1parablv superior to 
those now followed by the Common
wealth. When the latter came on the 
,ccnn lt cxpre.;;:scd contemptuous vif'w.s 
about the pre-war State efforts. rnder 
the magical Federal touch they were to 
have a grand imrnigration sche1ne 
coupled with a national development of 
works and the opening up of Crown 
lands" A great scheme, which included 
the unification of the railways, was 
launched two years ago. The Premier of 
Queensland (Mr. E. G. Theodore) saw 
the futility of the schemes proposed to 
fonvard i1nn1igration, and propounded 
the rpper Burnett hnds scheme. The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) undertook 
if he was satisiled about the soundness 
of the Burnctt scheme to find the mane;·, 
if possible. The Commonwefl.lth repo~t 
was in l\Ir. Hug"hes's office weeks before 
it was read, and. but for questions in 
the House of Representatives, would 
11robably have never been read. Mr. 
Gullett also dated that he said de!iber
atelv the BUl·nett scheme had never lwPn 
conS'idc:red on its 1nerits bv the Forleral 
Goycrmnent. It was cond~mned bv the 
GoYcrnnlcnt lJccausc> it carno from~ ::Vlr. 
Thr,Jc!ore. He hdd no brief for l\Ir. 
Theodore or the QuP~ns!and Gm·ern
ment, as politics did not conrr•rn hin1. 
Only \Vestern Australia and Qnf'en".land 
hac! put forward definite immigration 
schemes, one going through probab1:v, and 
the latter being refused. :VIr. Gu!lctt 
added that he had been closPIY con
nected with all the States in the past 
y<ar, and he ''"a"• confident that if ::Vlr. 
Hughes disclosed the terms on which he 
Wfl.S prcpar('d to act, and handed thP 
negotiations to anothC>r Minister or 
official, all, or nearly all. the States 
would bY now have bPen embarked on 
l1ig reprOduct~Ye nation-building 8rhcmt'". 
But Mr. Hughes. who administered 
immigration. apparently had no time to 
do the job himself, and would not dele· 
gate it to anvDnc else. If thf' Co:tnn1on
\vealth was seriou:- about immigration, it 
should corcentrate on the two :'\forthern 
Statcc, which were capable of 11hsor!Jin.g
more immigrants than all the" 1'0't of 
Australia. But it SN"med that these two 
Stat03 ~ln'rc to haYc no imtnigra.tlon 
policy m1til they mended their political 
>van" The British Government \\"as 
-eaier to help. anrl ,vithin the PA-~t year 
it had been ready with a straig·htout 
offer of zom0 millions ~tcrling, fHOYifled 
the Commonwealth put forward a defi
nite scheme. ~1r. Hughcs did r.othin?;. 
however, beyond making speeches. ~!J:r. 
Gullett concluded by saying that, under 

the cir·cumstancos, he felt that he could 
do rnore for itn1n1gration l)\ u::-signing 
the position and by a protc'St and appeal 
to tho people." 

:Ylr. Gullett could no long·or stand the shuf
fling of the Commonwealth GoYernment in 
not going· on vvith that schl'mc, which vvas 
favourably reported on by the Common
wealth oflicers. who were sent up to report 
on it. rrhe Hughes Governn1ent refused 
the loan of £2,000,000 asked for by the 
(~ueenslancl Government for the purpose of 
building the necessarv railwa v lines. and 
carrying out the preliminary woi·ks incidental 
to such ·a settlement scheme. It is time 
thfl.t party politics were put aside aitogether 
when derding with such big national ques
tions. \Yhen a Government put forward a 
schen,c of such groat importance. not only 
to Queensland but lo Australia, as the 
~orthern Burn<'tt scheme is. the monev should 
be forthcoming. The petty excuse offered by 
the Commonwealth Government, accord
ing to Mr. Gullctt. that the monev could 
uot be made available bec:\Use there was a 
Labour Government in po':"er in Queensland 
-should not be tolerated by the people of 
Queensland. There arc other big schemes in 
Queensland nearer to rnv ov;n electorate 
which I want pushed on a"i: full snPed. The 
DaVV;:,·On \.~ allov \Vater con~crvatio~ and irri~ 
gation schcmc.=___in 1.vhich my friend, the hon. 
l11Cinbcr for :i\lount l\tlorgan. h:t:; taken a keen 
intere"t-is one of gigantic importance. and 
one of the 1nost interesting that has ever 
come before the people of Australia. I had 
the opportunity, with oth0r hon. members on 
this '·ide, of Yisiting the site of the proposed 
dam on the Dawson RiYer. and travelling 
throug"h all the lands that arc b"'ing thrown 
open for closer settlerncnt and irrigation. It 
i' realh· a. wonderful site for o dam. which 
v:ill impound 1.250.000 acre-fc< c of "·ater. It 
is estimated that 220.000 acres of land will 
be made availabh> for irrigfl.tion along the 
Dawson River, making it l1os.~iblc to settle 
20.000 sE'ttlers. That is land settlement on 
n large scale. It is "' big national scheme. 
The dam hill cost n considerable :-urn 
of n,onev, and th~ whole scheme will 
cost appi·oximately £ i,OOJ.OOO when com
pleted. It 'vill nec·css;_tri1y he a progrc.Js]ye 
scheme, which will have to !J>• carried out in 
sections. I am pleased that the Government 
are building thP. raihva.v frorn Baralaba to 
Castle Creek. It is of ;;.o use to settle JTFm 
on the land unless they are >tlso providPd 
with railwav comn1unic:1tion. That railwa 
will encourage settlement. The GmTrnment 
arc no\Y carrying out a survPy fron1 Castle 
Cr0ek to Ddusion Creek. Delusion Creek 
was the place where \Ye had lunch \Yhen the 
hon. n1P1nhcr for ~r1ount ~I organ "'<\as 1rith Ufi. 
and \vhere he was photograplwd as Napo
leon. (Laughter.) The irrii'ation scheme in 
Victoria. on the Y!urray River. has greatly 
increased the Yalue of land in that neigh
bourhood. It is estimated that the irrigation 
·cheme on the Dawson RiYer \Yill incrca•e 
the value of land bv at least £22,000.000" 
The value of land 1n the vicinity of the 
Hume irrigation schC'me, on the~ Murray 
River. was increased from £11,000.000 to 
£89.000,000 because of the water conserva
tion and irrigation scheme there. The lnncl 
on the Da,,vson River is eminentlv sujtp(1 fer 
cotton-growing. We had an 'opportunity 
during our trip of visiting many cottor: areas. 
Now that the GoYermnent haYe g1ven a 
guaranteed price of 5~d. per lb" for r.lW 

Mr. Fnrd~"J 
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cotton of best quality for a period of (l, ... ,.n 
vear6 from 31st July, 1923, there "·ill be a 
gTent increase in cotton cultivation along the 
Da\\·son Hiver. 

Thc•re is another scheme which might be 
taken un b \ the Goycrnrnent later on. I 
1·efcr to· thC Fitzroy irrigation schernc. If 
that schcrne ] , gone on with, it vvill causo 
land sett le.rlH:nt alot~g the .Fitzroy River. I 
haYc an extract fro.n the report n1adc by 
::.\Ir. ·v. J. C__;rowlcy, an electrical engineer, 
v:l1o '"as L::ind}y sc;Jt to Central Queensland 
~orne year::> ago LJ:y the Premier. In his 
report he sta tc ·,-

.. Tho Fitzrov Rin•r is ono of ·the most 
interesting in t"hc _State fron1 a u~ilisation 
noint of YiC"w. On account of 1ts great 
~-ariation of flu\Y it mu he ron~·idered 
a~ a conser\·~tion proposition, and, 
gr-ncrally speaking, a cor~scr:ynt~on 
~ch0n1e in Queensland 1neans nngahon 
,,-arks to utilis{~ the water. 

·· If the stcJrage is construc1 ::d for 
h\-dro-elc"tr1c purpo ,es un 1~-, then the 
c~~t of th~ work::; is so high per ho1 ~e
pmY0!' a,yaila b!o that it will pa:: better 
to u;;;c- n1erllaniC'al ]10\YCl' rather than 
-,A.ier no\Yer. n;:;; the interest on tho 
\-rorl-::::- ,;·ill bP hig-her than the .cost of 
fuel. This is the situation or~ ~lH'! Fitz;·oy 
RiYct, so that any propo·:ubon unocr
takcn ,,-jlJ require to be a colnhiw- d 
irrir ation and h- dro-elt:·ctric oac•. It 
''P)lau be possiLIP ·to in"tal an irrifation 
sr·hcn1e 'vithout tl1e h.Ydro-elcctric plant, 
but to do o ·wonlcl be poor poiJc." on 
account of the \Y:ustc of JlO\VCT nnd the' 
txp._nsiYP eh nncds th ,r it woulJ be• 
necc. arv to Lnild do ·'<·n f'jtbc_,_ ~idc uf 
rhe riYt~r frcL11 th" dar11. Provided a 
hvdro-clc•ctric plant is inst..tllcd, the 
,,:atLr can bt purJ!p0d dircc'-ly ou~ of the 
ri' Pr c·lectricallr in the yicinity 
rcquil'cd.'' 

Tf ; ~; ti1ne goC':-:; lJy, a danl 1~~ built ar~'O -'3 

;h~, Fitzrn\· Rl;;Pr aiHJ y,:atcr is ln1.ckrcl up f,H. 
40 or 50 ,;.,ilc.-, there ,.-ill be available more 
than 100,000 acres ut land along the banks 
of th·~ ri-.;er fnr trrigation pnqlOS' · That 
, ill cneoul·ag·c closer sPtt Jcment. It \Yill 

ngric uHural !lllr~tdt o that 
t:1at <~rea along the Fitzroy RiYrl' 

to prodnee foJdcr te> supply not 
only the rcc;uirc llcnts of the coas'al belt but 
thr n~quire1nents of the \Yc.~h'rtl nrea Y<hjch 
f;Uffcr fron1 the r .,,·ages of the drdug·ht2 to 
\\·hich Central Q11ccnsland is periodically sub
iectcJ. I L_C'Y"!ti -1~1 this rnattc so that tho 
C.ioYernn1ent will kcc•p it in 111ind with a 
,-iew to carrying that schcn1c out when the 
Duv. 0~1 \rf1llcy water conservation and 
irrigation srhcrne bL·con1cs all accomplished 
fact. 

~lr. STOPI1"0RD (.~Iolfnt Jiuru·t··): 
think: ir ha::; bec~1 t'- ulv ::;tated that .all 
"\YC'llth ~prings fro.n the. land. and it has 
l,.nn further trn] ,· stated tb:.1t, 1:rhcn ".Tou 
dc·1rc to .judge the condition3 of tho n1a·.·~ 
of lh:oplc. you bun' tn look at th0 land law 
of the ('OuntrY. I rlain1 that the GoYcrn
nlcnt has froni ih YCr_,- inccptio~l end ea You rod 
to do "·hat is fundamentally right b:-· laying 
down the con-ditions of lanrl tentU'e thRt '<:ill 
giyc to t!w gre',_tcst UUlTtbcr of people the 
greatest faciliticc, for settling on the lands 
of the State. During the speech of the hon. 
membe1· for Rockhampton hon. members 
oppocjtc. recognising h1s fig;htin~; ability and 
tho manner in which he deals witn them if 
they intcrject 7 dl·_.cr0rtly kft thi;;; Chamber. 

[ 1Jf r. F orde. 

That is a praetice that they ha YC lv.>c11 put~ 
suing for ~Olne time wh0u the lJOn. IncmLL'J'. 
for Roch:ha111pton has sr:.okcn. 

Mr. BREN;;-AK:. Why'! 

Mr. STOPFOHD: Si:uply fv· thco r:1son 
that hon. gentl0n1en oppc.:;lte n :w arc sup
pmcd-I say adYisedly sup;."' cl-to rP]ll'l'
sent the intcrc~ts of th0 countrv h•stifv their 
iuit'r ,~t oH the ftnldt~nlc.Jt:d qu'Ostion Of laud 
Rettlmnent by nwans of thPir eloquent silenc~. 
I haYC a perfect right to interpret tlwt 
silenre in rnv own v:av. In view of recent 
happenings. ~it has 'been openly 8tatcd 
that, if hon. 1nembcrs opposite WCl';~ to gc~ 
back to this side of the Hou:cc, an ext,•nsion 
cf pa~ioral lease.~ \'. ould be granted to the 
big squatters. I interpret that ~-,i 1 ence to 
l·lcan tLat- hon. Ine.uLvr.-; OIJl)O.;iie dart~ not 
raise a di~.:u~,io,:~ on a voto of surh Yit<d 
i mportancc. ~-\nyone who has studied 
political eyrnt;;; in this State know-, t1Ltt tho 
Gover·nn1ent JPtcrL1Iincd that the interests 
reprr ,f•nted by hon. members opposite should 
pay a :;.hare toward~ the revenue of lhl.; 
State equal to \Yhat is r~id h.v the ~ll1'111 
grazi1:g· "•c!cci-:Jrs. y,-c had the d('lcgation 
going to London. \~'C' had the howl in thP 
'I'ory Prc~;::; again;:.:t 'vha.t the hon. n1en1ber· 
for Kc-m•ed~- has tcr upd rcpnd!iltion. \V0 
I-incl, as the hon. nll'H!bPr rccogni:?.f'S, tha.t our 
Land Act Amendment Act-,,-hich I r0fme 
to regard as rcpnd(atio:->-has nwt with the 
approYal of the Yast 111njority o£ the people 
of this Stab• and 1Ion. ntcillbt'l'S opposite 
dare not pu],Jicly "'·Sl'rt that, if they are 
r"turned tn pnY1 '1'. thPy will Jla;..R n JncasUi.'(' 
to repeal th<-tt .. Act. or tlut thcv will hand 
ba.C'k to the big ve-sted intrrcst · the money 
•,Y:>- h11\·c re1 jy,_·d by v.a\· of rent under that 
} .. d. which is r, ,-cry j.List Ad, and which 

v·:~· ha-;;c usPd in our ln~.r~<tnltarian nollcv 
pron11Jt.in;:r t1H~ interc.;;ts of the vvod:Crs o'f 

this Stntc. Ilon. n"lcinbr•r.') oppo:o:;ltc do not 
rice in their places and rlcarll· , ucl distinctlc
say what th(•ir attitudf' would bP in rrQ'ard 
to that 1nattcr, if they were on this side of 
the Chamber. 

}Ir. l\1ooRE: Does thl hon. n1t:n1bc-1· l. ~licve 
ill :., 10 per cent. pcn,_,_lty for 111('11 who rannot 
p:1y then· rent? 

Mr. STOPFORD: If I had well-grounded 
Yie,vs upon any lcglsl, tion- tlnt was placed 
upon thP statut•'-book hy our opponent::;, and 
those vie-rvs 'verc snfiiciPnHv grounded to 
permit me to call it repudiation, I would 
have "guts" enough to sa·, that. ·when I 
r:ot on the Gm·ernmcnt side, 'I would r0rnove 
it from the statute-hook and p:in· back to the 
pr0ple what had bc'cn taken from them. 
Hon. members oppmite h· their silence 
testifv, first, ihat the·· arc n.ot g-ame to take 
part in this debate, and to say definitely that 
a repeal of the Act will take place. and 
that a repeal of the Act will carry with it 
a refund of the money collected bv wa v of 
rent, 

0 

' 

0 

Mr. 1\IooRE: Does the hon. member beline 
in a 10 per cent. P<'JHilt,- for those who 
cannot pay their rent'? ' 

Mr. STOPFORD: I will not be drawn off 
tho track b·: the hon, men.ber to deal with 
comparatively an infinitc,.imal item: but. as 
a matter of fact, the penalty for the late 
payment of rent has been remitted in cases 
of nccesoih. In this verv imnortant matter, 
affecting the "·clfare of 'every citizen of the 
State, representatives who brand themselves 
as Country mcmberc, and who profess to be
k~en in advocating oYery country interest,.. 
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have displayed a most eloquent silence. They 
have certainly obtained the services of the 
hon. member for Kennedy, whose advocacy 
in this Chamber can only be regarded as 
one of personal interests-his interests have 
been assailed and not the interests of the 
whole of the con,munity-which robs any 
argument he may have adduced of any value. 

The hon. member for Kennedy 
[2 p.m.] has repeatedly in this Chamber, 

hurled acroS'· the word " repu
diation." Repudiation, to my mind, consists 
nf repudiating some existing contract. Before 
you can repudiate anything, something must 
exist. The hon. member would have been 
well advised had he acquainted himself with 
recent history, when he would have found 
that others who share his opinions had 
decided. at their own personal expense, to 
seek redress, or rather •·LIPJ1ort of their con
tention. from the highf'st legal tribunal in 
Australia, viz. : the High Court. The South 
Australian Pastor>tl Company and three 
nt hers, representing the interests of 200 
nthers, brought a test case before that high 
tnbunal, and that court. which sat in April 
and gave its jndg-1ncnt in· .June-a court 
which cannot be tern.ed particnlarlv biass<Jd 
in the interests of this Government.· and con
sisting of Chief Justice Knox, 1\Ir. Justice 
Isaacs, Mr. Justice Higgins, Mr. Justice 
Duffy, and j\-fr. Justice Starkc gaye a unani
mous Jndgment, and l'vir. Ju,tice Higgins, 
one of the ablest legal men in Australia in 
giving his judgment. stated emphatic~lly 
that no contract existed. There we have a 
repudiation of the arguments of hon. mem
bers opposite. not from a Labour source but 
from the highe't legal tribunal in the \~hole 
of_ Australia_. But we have still a higher 
tnbu;wl wh1~h has supported our attitude, 
tha_t 1s the tnbunal of Queensland democracy, 
wh1ch to me constitutes the highest tribunal 
to which any politician can subiTiit a case for 
decision. Let us take the case of the Mitchell 
-electorate. In that electorate there are sixty
mne large holdings, and sixtv-six of these 
holdings enjoy what i' known 'as the 50 per 
cPnt. benefit clause under the 1905 Act. 
That was an Act that only protected holdings 
wh1ch had been taken up prior to its pa's
age, and gave preferential treatment to 
those men b~cause they had a syn.pathetic 
'Government m power. 

Mr. J. JoNES: \Ye have not got one now. 

Mr. STOPFORD: ~o, you have a Govern
ment in power to-daj· who are sympathetic 
to t_he masses of the people, and not to a 
. sectJon of the people. 

GOVERNMEXT 11E1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FLETCHER : The people do not think so. 

1\Ir. STOPFORD : What an insane inter-
jection from a dying politician! I am going 
to. the highest tribunal-to the democracy of 
th1s State. There Is not a S<]uatting district 
represented on the Opposition side of the 
House. I was saying that in the Mitchell 
distr_ict, where there are sixty.nine large 
~.oldmgs, onlj· three of which were not enjoy
lllg the b01wfits of the 50 per cent. clause, 
there were hundreds of grazing selections 
very few of which enjoyed the benefits of that 
clamc; yet in this Chamber thNo sits a 
man who was returned unopposed for that 
electorate because he had met the wishes. 
not of the few S<]uatters who had a special 
bonf'fit conferred upon th0m w that they 
might. get accommodation from the banking 
institutions in 1905, but simph· because this 
·Government, supported by the' hon. n;ember 

for Mit.chell, had stood for the best interests 
of all the people in his elector a to, the large
majority of whom are small, struggling 
graziers. Xow the hon. member for Kennedv 
stands up and talks of repudiation of con
tract with the grazing selector. 

Mr. J. JoxES: Yes. 

. Mr. STOP FORD : Let us imagine the posi
tion created by this unfair condition, which 
was obtamed by the methods disclosed by 
the Secretary for Public \Vorks in the secret 
meeting \1·hich he divulged to the House 
when the pastoralists :,tated that they wer~ 
able to obtain many concessions by using 
their influence in the lobb,- of this House. 
f <..an almost imagine that· I can see those 
[nterests when the Land Act Amendment Bill 
was before the Chamber. Do vou think that 
they foregathered in the lohby 1·rith their 
highly-paid barristers to ask for a 50 per 
ct•nt. benefit clause in the interests of the 
small graziers? \\those intc~n,~ts was it in? 
It was in the interests of the n,oneyed classeF, 
frorri whom thev had drawn their fighting 
funds from the dawn of political history in 
Queensland. If the intorc•;ts of the grazing
selectors were in tbe minds of tho •• e men, I 
ask why it was that immediatolv the leases 
then existing "ere terminated--when the 
Government exercised their privileg<' of 
resuming a portion of the holdings which 
enjoyed a 50 per cent. protection and called 
upon men with small capital to vie with 
one another at the ballot-box so that thev 
might get a portion of it-why "as it tha·t 
the 50 per cent. protection did not operate 
on the resumed portion "hich \Yas cut up 
into grazing selections? vVhat an anomaly! 
Can the hon. member stand up for that 9 

Here was a large area which the pastoralists 
had exploited for forty or fifty years; then it 
became resumable under low rentals, and 
the nien with small capital were asked to 
participate at the ballot in the hope that 
they might take up what. under that 
Administration, meant the worst portion of 
the holding; and immediately it was divided 
into smaller holdings the benefit clause of 
50 per cent. disappeared. although it re
mained as a protection for the large interests 
that formerly held that land. I desire to 
say, in answer to the hon. member for Port 
Cm·tis, that not only have we evidence of 
what the democracy has said in regard to 
our action in the case of the hon. me m her 
for Mitchcll, who was returned unopposed to 
this Chamber, but we have it in the case 
of the Secretary for Public Lands. who tepre . 
sents the electorate of \Varrego, and the 
hon. member for Balonne. the hon. men,ber 
for Gregory, the hon. membPr for Darcoo, 
and the hon. member for Burke. It applies 
in all eiectoratos where this particular Act 
applies. Practically, the people concerned 
in those electorates said to each membe1·. 
"\Vel! done, my good and faithful servant. 
g:o forward and carry on vonr rrood ''7 ork." 
The electors. bv theii· vote's i'n those elector
ates, gave th<> 'most eloquent testimony that 
an.vone could ask for in reg-ard to the 
righteousness of the proposal which \Ye passed 
in this House. 

GoVERXMENT MFJ\fBFRS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. VowLES: You are quite an orator. 
Ld us get on. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I rerret that the leader 
of the Opposition wa& absent on his Dalby 
farm during the earlier portion of my 
remarks. but I cha!le!lgc him now to let us 
know how long he is going to pursue this 

.Mr. 8topford.] 
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eloquent silence in regard to this matter. 
The hon. gentleman ha.s camouflaged the 
qt~estion quite enough by saying that he 
\nshcs to get to another vote. The whole 
welfare of the State is affected b' this vote 
because it is on our land la\vs and th~ 
administration of the Department of Public 
Lands that the prosperity of the people of 
the State depends. I infer from the silence 
of the leader of the Opposition that he does 
nut wish to offend the moneyed interests who 
subscribe to his political fund, and the hon. 
gentleman will not sav whether he is in 
favour of the repeal· of this legislation 
or not. I 1»•k the hon. gentleman 
to state dcfinitelv if he is or is 
not in favour of th0 repeal of the Land 
Act Amendment Act. Is the hon. gentleman 
in favour of returning to the pastoral lessees 
the extra amount collected in rents by this 
Government? \Yill the hon. member say 
that the statements made by Mr. Garbutt are 
a true in die a tion of his silence on the 
matter? \V ill the hon. gentleman say 
whether he will give an extension of leases 
a~ compensation to t.he pa;;;toral lessees fo.r 
what hon. members oppo,ite arc pleased to 
call the "repudiation" agreed to by this 
Government? I do not think this debate 
should be allowed lo close without some 
con:;;idcration being giYen to a yery valuable 
document that has been presented to Pa.r
liement. I refer to the report of the Public 
Service Commissioner, whose investigations 
of the Department of Public Lands, in 
common with othet departments, have 
revealed a very close consideration of the 
best mterests of everyone who deals with that 
J>articula.r departmPnt If I had not been 
drawn off the tra.ck by the speech of the 
hon. member for Kenr,edy I would have 
had more time to deed extensivelv with this 
particular document. I consider 'even· hon. 
member should make himself acquaint<ed 
with the details of the Commissioner's 
report and the sugge.stwns contained therein, 
because I believe that the result of the 
inquiry he has made is going to make for 
" better condition of things so fa.r as the 
organisation of the Department of Public 
Lands is concerned. There are some ,ug
gcstions in that report, such as in connection 
with ~.hortening the procedure for making 
land available for settlement. I am not 
criticising the offici a h of the department in 
any way, beca.use I realise that, with the 
extemion of our railway system, the expendi
ture of our public money, and the large 
actiYities the Gm-ernment have embarked 
upon since they came intc.. office, have natur~ 
ally placed upon th tt department huge 
n '·ponsibilities. If, as the r~sult of their 
efForts to cope with their new work, certain 
disol'ganisation has crept in, I feel sure 
that the rccommcndaticns contained in the 
report I have just referred to will go a long 
>Yay to 1mprovo and benefit the organisation 
of the department. Taking the report 
broadlv, it is worthv of some consideration. 
Rcr{nn~rnendations cu~c made wherebv greater 
Iaoilitie,• will be offered to people to get on 
the· land. I rcn1cmbcr on one occasion "V\ hen 
Mr. Gordon Gra,ham. tlw former Under Sec
retary of the Departn:ent of Public Lands, 
and a most excellent officer, g-ave evidence 
before th~ Public \Vorks Commissin'l in 
connection with a raihvay proposal, he 
stated that, if lOO sPttlers arrived in the 
State at t'hat time Le would be una.ble to 
place them on land close enough to a rail
way to ensure them reasonable chancf'' of 
wc;cessfully earning their living. 

[ Jh·. Stop ford. 

Mr. J. JOKES: 'There is plenty of room 
llO\V, 

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. member is 
wrong. \Yhen the Mount · Mm·gan mine 
closed down I went to the Lands Department 
and asked if they could settle 100 men with 
small "capital. I will admit that I wanted 
those men settled in the district of the hon. 
member for Hcrbert, whore I knew that cane 
lands on the Tully Riv-er would give them an 
absolutely assured success, and the depart
ment said that it was impossible. I was 
informed that, although we had expended 
money in building a railway line, it was no. 
use putting more men on the land there 
because the sugar-mill capacity was not suffi
cient to cope with cane produced more than 
H miles from the railway. If, as a result 
of this inquiry, \VC arc going to have speedier 
methods of dealing with land settlement, if 
we are going to break down many of tho 
delays which at present are experienced 
between the time the application is made 
and the time when the s·ettlcr is finally placed 
on his hol·ding, I venture to say that the 
labours of the Commissioner will not have 
been in vain. 

It is my intention to dilate somr•what on 
one aspect of this report, that is, the part 
which asko for inquiry into the methods of 
solving the difficultieo caused by freehold 
land being held out of use. vYhen we con
eider that the people of this State are annually 
paying interest on a large public debt, 
£48,0UO,OOO of which has been expended on 
railway construction, and when we remember 
that one man is utilising his land to the 
fullest capacitv whilst side by side with 
him a mere speculator holds land out of use-
although the unimpro;-ed value of his land 
increases to the same extont as that of the 
man who is utilising his land to the fullest 
extent from the expenditure of that public 
money and the industry of the people in the 
district-we realise that the land which is 
held out of use along our railways is a, 
menace to all the people in the district and 
the State as a whoio. It may be argued that 
an increase in our unirnproved value taxation 
will meet the case. I do not think so, because 
in increasing that tax you place a burden 
on the man the unimproved Yalue of 
whose land has been increased by the exten
sion of some public utility, but who is using· 
his land for the benefit of the whole of the 
State. I believe that sooner or later serious. 
consideration must be given to some form of 
taxation of land of that description which 
will not hit the man in the immediate vicinity 
who is utilising his land. My idea is that we 
might impos0. some form of " non-productive" 
tax, based on the income of the man in the 
vicinitv who is utilising his land for the 
benefit of the Sta to, or a tax equal to the· 
average railway earnings from land of a 
similar area in the district. 

The bell indicated that the time allowed to 
the hon. member under the Standing Order& 
had expired. 

Mr. SWAY:-.JE (Jfira.ni): One almost feels 
inclined to congr:,tulate the Government on 
the rnanncr in which these Estirnates havo 
br'en handled and the manoeuYrh resorted to 
in order to prevent discussion on son1e of 
the most important items. \Ye are engaged 
in >~Ji::cu--sine: E·~tin1ates amounting to 
£23,000,000. Bccrruse of the time waste·d be· 
hon. tJlcmbcrs opposite-: \vithin two hours 
£16,000.000 cf that total will go through 
"·ithout any disntc"ion. 'Cp to the time of 
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n1y rising six Incmbcrs ha\'C spoken to-da_1, 
of whom four were Goverrnnent members. 
During the di~russion of the Estimates hon. 
members opposite on one small vote alone 
have t11ken up something like 800 inches 
of space, corn pared with less than 400 
inches by members on this side. The 
public of Queensland must realise that 
in some of tbe yott'~ which vet remain to 
be di.scu>.cPd-Statc• Enterprises, Rail ways, 
and so on-tlwrE n1ust be sorne itCins which 
UovPrnincnt supporter~ are ~E''riou~l~T afraid 
of having- discu"cd. That is the only con
struction that can be placed on the way in 
y,·bich time has been taken up by one Govern
ment m<>rnbtT aftn another. \Yill all thi, 
discussion to-day lead to another acre of 
settlement, or will it increase our productive
ness in any way? :Not a bit. vYc have been 
pr·Pvcntcd from discussing votes vvhich, in the 
public intNest, should be fully discussed. 

I recognise that the hon. member for :Mount 
:VlorgJ.n is one of tln Inost courteous speakers 
on the other sid''· At the same time, his 
personal attack on the hon. member for 
Kennedy ''"as not worthy of him. lie accused 
that hon. rrie-nibf'l' of having spoken h·orn 
permnal motives. In the back part of my 
f~lcctoratc I rcprc~.ent Ycry n1uch the sauw 
class of selector as is repre,onted by the hon. 
member for Kennedv. I am not a Crown 
lessee, so no one can ~n1pute personal rnotive3 
to me. Speaking ou behalf of the small 
graziers in my elt:ctoratc, I sa.v that every 
word which was uttered bv the hon. memb 'l' 
for Kcnncrlv is borne out bv the facts of 
the cas('. Those people in tlio present time 
are in a deplorable condition. Why are 
men chosen to rcprcscut an electorate in 
Parliament, to voice· the wishes, the desires, 
and the interests of the electors? Simply 
because they happen to be engaged in th<• 
industr·ies in which their elector'" are 
interested. The hon. member for Kcnnedv 
had every right to speak as he did in con
nection with the cattle industrv in his 
electorate without the slur of personal interest 
being cast at him. 

During the discussion, what is called the 
" Repudiation Act " has been mentioned. I 
quite understand that hon. members on the 
other side do not like the true facts of the 
case to be brought up. If ever there was 
an act of moral repudiation, it is embodied 
in that piece of legislation. vVo know that 
in 1905, owing to the fact that stock were 
not going· on to those West ern properties, a 
~pecial Act was passed containing a proviso 
dealing with rent--. On the strC'ngth of that 
Act a large amount of capital was brought 
into Queensland that otherwise would not have 
been invested here, nor the improvements 
it was expended on made. Queensland has 
recci vcd the benefit of that investment, which 
was rr1ade in gcod faith. on the a~sumption 
that the promise madP by the Queensland 
Parliament in 1905 would be obscned. That 
promise has been broken. Can it be won
d<•rcd at that, undcr such circumstar:ces, the 
credit of QuN•nsland has suffered all over 
the world? The market to which we usuallv 
appl:,' for nronpy has been closed to u's 
simply through that brcach of faith towards 
those who put motley into our \Ycstern cou~
trv. I notice that the hon. member for 
nlount Morgan strcs,e·d the point that th<· 
High Court declared that the Queensland 
Parliament had the power to do what as 
done. Of course, Parliament has the power · 
to do anything. That makes the crime-if 
I ma:,, call it so-all the worse, because the 

Govrrnm(•nt knew they COl.\ld do wrong with 
impunity. vV (' can do anything with a 
majority in this Chamber. If the Govern 
rncnt chose to pa" a short Act, they could 
take an innocent man off the street and hang 
him. They have power to do that, though 
rt would not be right. The point is, is it 
right to do thes(' things' The Government 
have, by the t"c of their servile majority, 
"CtiOtl'dy compromised the gcod nan1e of 
Qw•;;nsland. The conse>quencco of the Land 
Act Amendment Act will react disastrously 
on Queensland. It was not only wrong to 
pac"i that Act, but it "''" a serious blunder. 
Vv' e ha Ye had a good deal of talk on land 
sett.lcmc-tJt. \V e have had talk and talk and 
talk, not only by the inch or the foot, but, 
I may say by the yard, but it goes for 
nothing. I will quote an instance where 
land settlement has been retarded in my 
district. I refer to Eung·ella Tableland. 
The possibilities of that land are equal 
to those of anv area of similar nature 
in Queensland. "Prior to this Government 
corr1ing into power this country was on 
the point of beiug settled by a group of 
dain-farmers from the Northern Rivers of 
I\ evi South \\'ales. 1t was intended that 
they should grow grass and place cattle on 
those pasture8 n nd go in for dairy pursuits. 
That would hll\'e taken place had there not 
been a change of Government in 1915. 'To 
show the fruitfulness of the back countrv in 
that district, I intend to quote a letter writ:en 
by a Victorian who subsequently took up some 
of the land, but who was hunted out because 
of thP actions of this Government. He says-

" The truth is 1 am one of the 
' claughtered innocents' who selected land 
on the Eung"clla Tableland in 1920 with 
a group of Now South Wales farmers. 
IIaving had twPnty years' experience 
with fruitgrowing, I recognised on the 
Eungella Tableland absolutelv the finest 
fruitgrowing country I ha,;e seen in 
Ea-:'tcrn Australia, also including Ta'1-
mania and Nc\v Zealand. lVly neighbour, 
Mr. CharlC"'" Dunning, an experienced 
farmer from Tamy,'orth, New S'outh 
Wales, says it is the finest dairying 
country he has ever seen. I have no 
doubt that this tabh•land v;ould have been 
one of the most successful settlements 
ever established in Queensland: but what 
is the rc•,ult as far as 1 am concerned? 
While I am busy 2.000 miles away sell
ing Iny orcharu and vinevard at a loss 
of £5,000 below its market value to com
ply with the residence clauses in your 
()ucensland Act, I had the mortifi<"ation 
of reading your leading article last 
Nov('mber stating that the balance of 
the unsclected blocks were withdrawn 
from scl~rtion." 

Through a change of land tenure brought 
about by this Government the first company 
from the Northern Rivers gave up the inten· 
tion of coming- to Queensland. and the settle
ment o£ that area was dropped. Out of a 
resorve of 13,000 acres the Government have 
3,000 acres reserved on the frontage, which 
means that 10,000 acres arc blocked to settle
ment. For the last ten vears numerous settlers 
h,,,-e taken up land there; but thev have 
always found it impossible to get over the 
difficulty of those 3"000 acres of unoccupied 
land forming the frontagl'. There is dense 
srrub on this frontage. and, if the settler' 
cut. a track through it, the sun cannot get 
to the track to dry it up when there is a 
hravy fall of rain, and it becomes a bog. 

llfr. Swayne.] 
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No roads can be constructed because the 
local authorities receive no rates from 
that area. Dozens of men have taken 
up the land and have had to releas·e 
it and rPturn to Victona and :'\ie,, South 
\Va1£-~ -..implv beclUf:.e of the conditions 
imposed by thi~ Go,·ernm(•nt. It was impos
eiblc for them to hol·d some of the best land 
in the State. That is a glaring cnsc of the 
effect of the GoYernrnent policy. Au0·onc 
acquainted with lDnd settlement kJCows that 
people will not go behind thick scrubby land 
to take up a holding. Settlement must be 
workc,-1 from the front of the land. It is 
in1possiblc to do this on this an a, because 
the Go\'CrJJmellt ha,-e recervcd that frontage 
of 3,00) acre;. 

I mav also sav that something like £20.000 
of pubiic mono}- leas been spent in making 
roads to this area, which is within 5 miles 
o: a railwa v. The aetion of the Governn1ent 

~in roscrYing this area is a great 
[2.30 p.m.] injustice to the Mackay district, 

as that area should be the source 
of all the butler and dairy produce r<'quired 
in Mackay; and I hope the hon. member for 
Mackay will join with me in trYing to 
induce the Govorrment to reconsider this 
matter, and bring about an alteration in 
their decision that the whole of this area 
should be reserved a a State forest. I give 
place to no one in my desire to sec that the 
futur0 timber rcquire·11ents of this State are 
provided for. It is stated that there is 
valuable cedar on the frontage. So there is; 
but I understand the department nan reserve 
that timber for five years, and sell it as 
required. Then north and south of the 
13,000 acres designed, there is just as good 
cedar and more b oech on the head of the 
Broken and other rivers. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I do not wish 
to prevent the hon. momlwr from drawing 
a comparison, but I hope "he will not di<,;uco 
the "Forestry" item on this vote. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I think vou will realise 
that the • two questions are closely inter
\YOven and that it is almost inlpu;::;sible to 
dissociate them. Even from the forestrv 
point of view, we are not getting any benefit 
from that land. \Ve know that, when trees 
reach their maturity, they should be -old; 
but until the last few months not a single 
stick has been sold off this land. I pointed 
out some vears ago that people ,-,ere ready 
to buy the timber, yet it was allowed to rot. 
Whether you take it from thP land settle
ment point of view or from the forestrv point 
of Yiew, the administration of the dPpartment 
in connection with this 1natter has bef'n 
d;sg-raccful. The GoYernment ]~aye b"en in 
power seYen years, .and during those scyen 
vcars valuable timber has been allowed to 
~ot. It is an example of hm' the present 
Government do things. Thev ha,-e hpt this 
timber until it has become usel0" and of no 
value to anyone. In keeping settlers off this 
land, they have adopted a dog-in-the-manger 
police, and haye cut the Mocka;v district off 
from one of the best pieces of its back 
country. The vcrv choicest hinterland has 
been cut off, and 1t is most unfair that the 
,_-hole of that area should be withheld from 
>eJection and devoted to forestrv purposes. 
The Minister should consult the members 
for the district reg-arding it. There is plenty 
of land on this plateau both for settlement 
and for for·estry purposes. 

Mr. VOWLES (TJr!lby): When I arri,-ed 
in this Chamber. after travelling by mail 

[ J11 r. Swayne. 

train from Dalby, the hon. member for 
Mount lvlorgan took occasion to throw out 
a. challenge which. I understand, had beeu 
thrown out this rnorning. Thi~ rc1ninds Ino 
of an incident whirh occurred on the rnail 
train which I would Yen- mnch like to 
discuss on the Railwa v Estimates. :Yiost of 
the tinw that I was tr~tYclling on that train, 
I ·was watching the guard put in crea1n cans. 

:VIr. BHEKNAN: \Yhy should he not'! 
Mr. VOWLES: It is supposed to be a 

mail train. The hon. member for l\Iount 
Morgan xeferred to the attitude of the 
Country party in connection with the Land 
Act Amendment Act of 1920. and he tried to 
associate the Country party with certain 
statements which he said Mr. Garbutt had 
made. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Th(' member for Kennedy 
made them, too. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know nothing about any 
statements made by Mr. Carlmtt. and any 
statPn1cnts he n1av haYe n1ade lw ha::; macle 
them of his own ;-oiition. The polic.v of the 
Ccmntry party on this matt r is well 
known. It has been made public. and the 
hon. member for ::\Iour•t ~~Iorg-an should know 
that it would be irrC'gular for e<n'' Govern
nlcnt to lnakc proYiRion for thC' rC'payn1('D.t of 
taxes collected by " past Goyernment. The 
policy of the Country party reads in effect-

" The Countr~~ party will rC'peal as 
soon as pos ,ible all legislation of a 
repudiaiory nuturc pluccd on the statute
book by this Government. 

'' If nny injmticc has been done in 
the past. the question of cOlnpensation b,v 
an extensio!l of lr-aRcs ,,-jll be consjderod." 

(Government laughtcT.) The Thcodore 
GoYcrnlllent must lake the rcRponsibility for 
whal has been done, but thl' Country party 
will sec that jus'cice is done in future to all 
sections of the ronununitv. There is no 
equivocation about that. Hon. gentlemen 
oppo,cite know that it is part of our plat
form; and, because they han~ got hold of 
fo1ne bogus n1inutes of sotnc rnecting in the 
:;\lorth, when somebody stated something else, 
they \\-ish to connect it with our party, and 
I take, this opportunity of replying to th0 
challenge of the hon. member for Moun~ 
]~1organ. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.HLWWS: Your &tate
ment now confirms ;vhat the :VIinister for 
\Vorks quoted. 

Mr. MORGAN: 'l'his was 1n our platform 
years ago. 

At 2.35 p.m., 
l\fr. F. A. COOPER (Bremcr), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chairmen, r0lieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

:Mr. VOWLES: I "·ould like the hon. 
member fen· :Mount Morgan to read our plat
form. The hon. me.nber for ::Yiarkav made 
a certain statement. and the memher for 
l-Icrhert made another ·tatement. and on 
each OCC<lsion it wao upparent that th0 state
ments were obtained from stolen documents. 

2\lr. STOPFORD: They must have existed. 

:Yir. VO\VLES: How clo ,-ou know they 
existed' \Yha.t is n:ore. did the hon. nwmbcr 
not read out that thcs~ \Yere morclv reeom-
menda tion3? ~ 

:\Ir. BRE::-;};.\N: \Yhat is a recommendation' 
:VIr. VO\YLES: There is a big difference 

between the recommendations of one indi
Yidual who liYes in the North and the policy 
of a party like the Country party. I, as the 
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1c 1dcr of ·~at party, a·cn 111on1ll:v l'f'Sl)Onsible 
to a certain extent, aJ!d I tell you that, so 
far as the revay1nc·nt of this bark 1noney 1~ 
('oncerned, it is an i1npo2sib1e proposal. 
lim' ever just it might Le to repr~y the moneY, 
i: i3 in1possible in the future to 111ake repay
nlent-.; of moneys in1[Jropcrly collected in the 
}Jast. The Theodorc Government have to 
1>~ar the burden, oed. if it is ~honght an 
injusticu has been done, tht~n C'ach ca··e \vill 
be judged on its nH:rits. 

The SECRET.UtY FOR RAIL\YAYS 
.(Hon. J. l"m·c~mLo, Ii~qJJJI/): 'I'hc rcmm·ks 
of the le tder of the ( lpposition confirm the 
statement mad~ by the }Iinister for \Vorb, 
wJ1jch was reiterated -, Lio by thC' hon. n1cmber 
for :::lount _1\lorgan. that thP Country part:;, 
.aro pl(~dgcd, first, to rcpr-al the Land Act 
.... ,\_rnend.ntcnt A( t; and, serond. to consider 
~he 1natter o~ l.'cfuncling lllODP:V.3 approxilnat
Jng half a 111Illron or n1orc to ecrtain pastoral 
n11d Rquatting conlprtllie~ which hu.Yc vaid 
r·.:rro_spc...:tive rcntab u11dc-r the Land 'Act 
Antt-~ndnH:nt Act. 

0PPOSITJO:-i :VlE:IIBERS: ~0! l'\o) 

The SECRET~\HY FOH RAIL\VAYS: 
Tho le '.dcr of the Opposition 8aid '·o this 
afternoon. Ho said that that plank of the 
piatform meant that. if injustice was done 
it should be put right. ' 

~1r. VowLES: I did not say the platform 
said that at all. I said that that was the 
effect of it. 

Tl1e SECRETARY FOR RAIL\0\'AYS: 
Exactly; that is tho effect of it-if injustice 
has been done, the money must be refunded. 

Mr. VowLES: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
\Yhy this quibbling, this bandying with 
words? 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I rise to a point 
or order. Is the Minister in order in saying 
that l r~m quibbling? I never referred to a 
SU!fl of £500,000 or any sum Df money. I 
said that, If InJUstice has been done in the 
past, compensation by extension of lease will 
be a way of correcting it. 

Mr. BRENNAN: That is worse. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
do not wish to misrepresent the leader of the 
Opposition. It is just as well that hon. 
members opposite should stand up to their 
accepted policy. The leader of the Opposition 
did not mention a sum of £500,000, but he said 
there was more than half a million pounds 
involved, and that, if hon. members opposite 
happened to be returned to power, they were 
going to repeal the Land Acts Amendment 
Act and make a refund. 

Mr. FLETCHER: No refund. 
Mr. J. JOXES: Wrong again. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
will buttress my remarks by the minutes of 
the meeting of the Queensland Country party, 
held at the Union Bank Chambers on 23rd 
June last. That place is coming to be known 
as ih,, Trades Hall of the Country party. I 
want fir,t to point out what a serious matter 
this is. If this legislation is going tD be 
repealed, if leases arc going to be extended, 
who are going to suffer? The graziers of 
Queensland are going to suff.er. The small 
graziers are going to Le compelled to make 
up an enormous sum of probably £1,000.000 
in order that that money m a v be returned to 
the squatocracy of Queenslai1d. (Opposition 
interruption.) 

1922-4 T 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: \Ye are g tting more lies 
from you. You have been lyiug all the 
:morning. 

The CHAIHMAK : Order ! I call upon the 
horl. member for Drayton to withdraw the 
words " You have been 1 ving all the 
1norni~g. '' ~ 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: In accordance with the 
rules of the Home, I Fill withdraw them; but 
tho Niinister has been n1aking incorroet state
ments all the morning. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
ftlll de~ling with the remarks of the leader 
of the Opposition, and not of the. hon. member 
for Drayton, who i·, inkrjectmg m such a ndl
culous manner. I would point out what a 
sNious matter this revelation of the po!Jey 
0 r the Country party opposite is in relation 
to the Land Act Amendment Act. It rs a 
serious m"ttcr for the State and for the 
gruziurs, jf the lca~c arc going to be 
c-x.tcndcd and this 1none';T has to be 1' .:funded. 
That ad1ni• .;;;ion has been rnado, anrl it mean."! 
that the gl_'-lziers of Quc•cnsland \Yill have to 
find the moncv. I ,,.ant to qrwlc from the 
n1inuto.;; of the Country Party ExecutiYc 
Couneil nu~ctlng ,v:nich I prcyionsls referred 
to-

" Mr. Garbutt said he had been 
entrusted by th· J\' orthern Divisional 
Council with resolutions~ 

1. To recornmend--
Mr. VowLES: To recommend. 
The SECRETARY FOH HAIL WAYS: 

Lot me proceed. The leader of the OppDsition 
has admitted that the plank he quoted IS to 
remedy iujustice. If you start with the 
Opposition claim of injustice, then you .start 
,,.ith the basis of repeal and the basis of 
refund. 

Mr. FLETCHER: No refund. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Yes. If there is an injustice, there must be 
an ·extension of leases, and there must be a 
refund of money unjustly paid. 

Mr. VowLES: No refund. If you are talk
ing about refund, that is your policy and not 
ours. 

The SEC HET AR Y FOR RAILWAYS : 
The leader of the Opposition s<1id that, if 
there was any injustice, the matter of com
pensation would have to bo considered. 

1fr. FLETCHER: He .did not say so. 
Mr. BRENNAN: He did. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Let me proceed with rnv quotation-
" To rocDmmend- the inclusion of a 

pledge for repeal of the Caucus repudia
tor• legislation which has so .disastrously 
aff~ctod the credit of this State." 

\Ve hav-e obtained millions of pounds from 
the most exacting centre of the world as far 
as security is concerned, a?d that sufficiently 
deals with the latter portron of that rec.om
mendation. There were various other sectiOns 
of the resolution, including-

" 4. To recall all privileges granted as 
a rC,Y.lTd for rcpudiution." 

Further-
" Mr. Edkins thought that, although 

all this was intended to be done "
This is a remark by Mr. Edkim, one of th.e 
great outside controlling forces of the Opposi
tion-

" it was neverthelc's bad tactics to put it 
into the front window." 

At 2.41 p.m., 
The CHAlRUAN resumed the chair. 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is a remarkaule thing· that one of the most 
important planks, so far as land settlement 
and the graziers arc concerned, should ue 
kept out of tho front window. I think it is 
the duty oi members on this side to place it 
in the front window, and lot the people know 
what the policy of the party opposite io. Can 
they honestly deny that that is their policy? 
lt is given expression to by Mr. Edkins, who 
~ontrols the Graziers' Association, and who 
is in receipt of nearly £4,000 a year. He is a 
man who has much influence with hon. 
members opposite. 

Mr. BRA~D: Ho has no influence at alL 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is no good the hon. member saying that, 
because Mr. Edkins, in his official capacity in 
con11cction with the pastora.lists, must have 
an influence upon hon. members opposite. 
This is a Country party me·cting which I am 
referring to. (Opposition interruption.) It 
may be unpalatable to hon. members opposite 
to h"' ve those remarks in " H ansard," but I 
do not think they should object to the revela
tion of their platform to the public. Mr. 
Garbutt said-

" Everv Northern candidate would be 
pledged to a refund of all money taken 
from landowners by this repudiatory 
legislation." 

That is another significant aspect-they will 
be pledged to refund that money. vVhat does 
that moan, so far as the graziers and the 
taxpayers of Queensland are concerned? It 
means that half a million of money will have 
to he found to be paid back to these great 
pastoralist companies, the shareholders in 
which are liYing in other parts of the world. 
This has a serious aspect for the small grazier. 
I am certain that, when this platform is made 
public throughout Queensland, there will be 
a revulsion of feeling on the part of the 
graziers against the Country party for mak
ing such a pledge. It is not in harmony with 
the policy of the farmers of the State goner
ally. It is oimply a plank that has been 
formulated in the interests of the wealthy 
pastoralist institutions who have governed the 
State for over fifty years. Their influence was 
only countered and minimised when this 
Administration was returned in 1915. Another 
member ,of the meeting, Mr. Gay, said-

" The refund ought certainly to be 
made, but he doubted the wisdom of mak
ing it a front plank of the policy. It 
would not appeal to the small men." 

That is significant. This is a party which is 
claiming to represent the small grazier in 
Parliament, and here they are trying to place 
in their platform the planks which thcv intend 
to translate into law \Yhich they admit them
selves ar·c going to affect disastrously the 
sm>tll grazier in the State 

The goner;.) q.uestion of the Land Act 
Amendment Act-this alleged repudiatory 
l0gislation~has been discusRcd tirne and 
again during the debate. It was discussed 
b-,· the hon. member for Kcnnedy, \\hO sub
n~itted his views in a way that I take no 
exc0ption to ; but his vi cws are not those 
of the Goyernment, and I do not think they 
are vim-. s which should be translated into 
legislation. 

The hm1. member for Kcnnedy referred to 
this legislation as repudiatory legislation. 
When we arc twitted with remarks like that, 
we naturally ask: Has the party oppo,ite 
been guilty of repudiation? Is this cry com-

[Jion. J. Larcombe. 

ing from a party who arc guiltless, so far a& 
repudiation is concerned? I say empllatl
callv thM we did not pass auy repudiatory 
legi'slation at all. It ,,·as only the restora
tion of a right that the State and the 
selectors wore deprived of. The party oppo
site yn:ro o-uiltv of repudiation in_ a n1ost 
flacrrant n1~nno~~ in 1912 in connection with 
t.h~., carters' award in Rockhan1pton. The 
carters obtained an award under the vVages 
Board .._<\et. bnt that award was in1inocliatc]y 
rep-.tdiated by the hon. member for Bulimba, 
who was then Secretary fml' Public vVorks. 
I recollect in connectio~ \Yith tho last n1uni
cipal elections throughout Queensland that 
the Tory candidates were returned pledged 
to no rr1oro increase in taxation and no 
further increac ~ in expenditure. What hap
pened as soon as the n1unicipal elcrtlons v;cre 
over? Thcs•, aldt'rrnen told the electors that 
thev were going into the municipal garden 
to 'plant beautiful flowers of economy, and 
reduce taxation. vVhat happened m con
nection with all the councillors which w~re 
returned pledged against increased taxatwn 
and expenditure 9 The mayor of South 
Brisbane was immediately granted an 
incr,-·aso in his allowance. The allowance 
of the ma'mr of Brisbane was fixed at £1,000 
a year. ·Yet hon. members .opposite. talk 
a bout repudiation when the.Ir candidat~s 
pledged to no further expcnd1ture acted m 
that wav! vYo know how the pledges of 
the party opposite were b2·oken in a most 
flaO'rant 1naner in Nc'v South VYalc~ on1y a 
fe,; weeks ago, when the Fuller i\'ationalist 
GoYornmcnt repudiated their pledges to the 
public >lenant'. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBI!i'GTON: vVhat did you do? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
will tdl you later what I did. I am dealing 
now with hon. members opposite. I am deal
ing with the Nationalist party in :.Jew South 
vVales, and showing how they wont back on 
their pledges to the public servants of that 
State. Immediately the'.' were returned to 
power they removed the .public servants from 
the protection of the Arbitratwn Court. T~ey 
also sacked 160 men in the GoYernment j)rmt
ing works, and in other ways they repudwted 
their pledges to the electors. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Tell us \Yhat you did for 
the public servants? 

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am not dealing with what I did j~st now. 
I have shown that the party opposite repu
diated the carters' awanl in 1912. It was 
not onl:' repudiated by t~e hon. member 
for Bulimba, but was substituted by another 
a,ward which proYided for longer hours and 
lower pay. Those were the thi'.'gs that were 
done bv hon. members opposite who now 
complai'n about repudiation. In the mum
cinal sphere in Queensland, and on _t~e 
Xationalist side in New South vVales amt m 
other States, the same thing oc:curred. vVe 
had a very significant indicabon of what 
the people think about these . aspects . of 
repudiation. There was a mumcipal electwn 
in the North Ward of Brisbane about a 
fortnight ago, when the Labo~1r can~hd.ate 
was returned with a substantial maJonty. 
That shows thM the people were disgusted 
and dissatisfied with the repudiatory policy 
of the Torv candidates who had been 
returned at the previous election. 

I would lilw to g-ive a quotation from a 
journal, which is the official organ of the 
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primary producers of Queensland. I refer 
to '' The Producers' ReYiew." 

Mr. MoRGAN: A journal you bought? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAID\'AYS: 
That is an insulting ren1ark. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: The 
trouble is that the editor of that journal 
could not be bought. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The editor of that journal could not be 
bought by the hon. member for Yiurilla or 
any of his collea<J·ucs. Let me refer to what 
that paper has to say a Lout this alleged 
rcpudiatory measure. This paper ie issuccl 
month!"· on behalf of the producers of 
Queensland. 

Mr. B<:BBIKGTON : On bchaif of the GoYern, 
ment. 

The SECRETAHY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
It is issuccl on behalf of the producers of 
Queensland. I want to read a quotation 
from '' The Producers' Rcvic,v'' jn regard 
to the Land Act L\mendment Act. the so
called "Repudiation Act," so that I can get 
it into " }Iansnrd "-

" I'\early the whole of the pa·toralists 
and practically all of the selectors of 
Queensland are paying rentals fixed b:,~ 
the court "·ithcut a1r.- limitation; but 
there are still about 1,0°00 pastoralists who 
dairn special priYilcges unde1~ the la-w 
of last century. The Bill pmposes to 
wipe out that Hpecial privilege and put 
all selectors on rhe same footing, whether 
they be pastorali::;ts or n1erely struggling 
pear selectors. .Australia does not believe 
in ~pccial privilege. and cyory rotnnant 
of it should be rooted out of our laws. 
But why should •ve go on giving the,,, 
special priYileg·cs to banks a.nd English 
financing companil's 1.vhilo the bulk of 
our m':n hard toiling .,electors and lessees 
are paying rrwny tin1c, higher rontals? 
This ver:· re:;;triction i~ one of the Jr~st 
remnants in QtL'enslancl of the old time 
special privilege~ of the clH~·:, when th0 
~-]Uattcrs bossed Queensland, and 
regarded the small selector as a plague 
6cnt to worry them. \Ye are told that 
the Rt!glish financing con1panies are 
b,·eathing out fire and brimstone. Of 
course, they are--that is. the companies 
1vho have bcr,n enjoying this re1nnant of 
special privilege." 

Could an) one pi ace the position more aptly 
and appropriately from the viewpoint of 
the producer? One could not do so if ho 
read a volume. That is what "The Pro· 
dueers' HoYiew" sa'.'· It sa vs that the Go
vernn1cnt ·vn~re onl.\' re1n~ving the last 
remnant of vested interests and monopoly. 
It points out that it remoY!'S the legislation 
introduced by squattcr~boosed GoYernments at 
a time when the farmer was looked upon as 
a plague and tt pe~i. Our legislation in con
nection with the Land Act "\mendment Act 
vvas morally sound. cconomica11y sound, and 
from eyer.v point of Yicw was simply putting 
the pastoral lb,;ee on the same plane as the 
small grazing selector. 

Mr. VowLES: Do you soty that "The Pro· 
clucers' ReYie\<;" is the organ of the 
farmers' party 9 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. VowLES: It is not; it has been turned 
down b': all the farmers' councils and the 
executive. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAJLIYAYS: It 
has been turned do;.rn Ls a fc\Y politicians. 

11r. 1100RE : It lHu been tnrned clown by 
o.Jl the branc hcs. 

The SECRETARY FnR RAIL\YAYP: I 
y. ill givP another quotation fron1 '" The Pro
ducers' Rcvie\Y." So that I can get it into 
"Hamard." It is hr:aded, "\Yanted a 
Straight-out {_:ountry Party." It reads-

" Pohti( s in Que('Hslan'i:l to-dD? is in a 
state of flux. and the old discredited 
politicians ,, ·ho ]l;:ye bcr n n:buffcd again 
and aga.in are c-nd:::>3xouring to foist upon 
the new party their policy of place~hunt
ing ineptitude and intrigue. . . Do 
the farmers imagi,;e thnt the State cam
paign con1ITtittc:>P, representing rnoneyed 
interests, n1icldlcnwn, shippers, and huge 
monopolic•., will a et in the interc·,ts of a 
party that has swom cleath to middle
men and other para~ites? It. is apparent 
that onf'c a~·ain the farmers ha"'. e been 
hoodwinked .. , 

That iR \;vhat "The Producer~' Revie'-._,·'' says. 
about the party oppo,,ite. \Ye haYe been 
acC'used of misreprP:;;Pntation and unfarrne"'.::::, 
but hC'rc YOU havo "rThe Producers' Revievy"" 
speaking 'of the party op ,Josite as being domi
nated by middlemen monopolists and by 
those in ten ~ts \Vhich arc fighting and not 
assisting the prirnary prodnc8rs of this Stat.e. 
These re-marks frorn "The Produc~r~' Ro
vic\v" shO\Y that hon. Incn1bcrs Ol)posite do 
not represent the producers of Queensl>tnd. 
You haYe onh g-ot to look at thi' paper 
month after month. and you will find the 
c:m1mendations which come" fro:11 all parts of 
the State fron1 fanners regarding the policy 
of the journal. That. I think, is proof that 
" The Producers' Revie\v" is widcl.\' read 
and accented as the authoritative journal 
bearing ~1pon the producing interests of 
Queensland. 

Mr. BRAc;-n: \Vhat does it '"Y about land 
settlement? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:. If 
the hon. member desire' it. I shall certamly 
give him another remark or two fron1' '' ~he 

Producers' Review." Dealmg 
[3 p.m.] with the land settlement policy 

of the GoYernment and the attJ· 
tude of hon. members opposite, it said, in 
April last-

"OnP thing that the farmers, howc-:er, 
should realise is that theY owe nothmg 
to their so~c>tlled political leo.ders. K o 
sooner had Mr. Theodore outlined his 
proposals than thne politicians began 
scm:rying about calling futile conferences. 
and behaving in such a fl_agrantlv obstn~c
tive manner that promment Xatwnabst 
newspapers both in the cih- rrnd the 
countrv w~rncd them to stand aside and 
let M1:.' Theodorc undertake that which 
they had so hopeicssly failed to accom
plish." 

"The Producers' ReYicw" stated that Mr. 
Theodore had to step in and do for the 
producers, for land settlement,. and for the 
State what hon. members oppos1te had hope
lessly failed to accomplish ! And on lOth 
April, inter alia, it saicl-

" If the Country puty had be~m a_n 
effectiYe and constructiYe organisation. 1t 
could ha ye h>td the credit for some of 
the big reforms now being n,ade. ~s it 
is, not one scrap of credit can be claimed 

Hon. J. Larcombe.] 
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l.Jy the Conntry party. It spent its time 
and cncrgit.1 S in fu1 ilc an cl dcc~tructivc 
critici:-rn of no pos•"iblo value. It failed 
signally to be an effcctiYe Opposition, 
and it "ill go on adding failure to 
failure so long as it pcr")ists in its foot
ling fntilit_y. Tl].e ~curried and terrified 
attitude of the Country part,· during the 
pa t montlt hr:..~ been n1ore than a joke; 
it has been a ',carinc0s to the flesh." 

Those arc sermon".. ·whjch hon. n1cmbcrs 
opposite should takt• to heart. \Vhen an 
important journal lik.e " The Producers' 
R€'viP'v" fit to n1akc very scathing 
criticisms hon. rnen1bers oppo~.ite, they 
:-hou]d be prcpnred to con~ider them. and 
the·.· slwuld be re,uh· to sc:nch their wuls 
to find out what is .,~[ong. (Opposition inter
ruption.) It i~ quite eYident that hon. mem
bers opposite hm-e lc>'t touch with the pro
clu{;crs of Queensland. (Rt:ne1ved interrup
tion.) 

Let 1118 d, a.1 for a n1orncnt or bYO ,vjth the 
rcrnub of the hem. member for Kennedy 
and the l10n. InCulbct for ~t\._nb1gny. 1'he 
latter made a complaint >vith reference to 
rho incrPasing nnntber of reappraisenwnt 
~:tscs. and urg-PLl that thov shoulLl be attended 
to. It is quite correct~ lo sa\' that there 
~boultl Le no uncluC" accun1nlation of rrilp
pru,i crnent ca:;;es. ~c.\,:. a rnatter of fact, last 
year. sorne extr .. 3SC',sing ranger'•, \vere 
HllpOinted, and n1or'-' n1otor cars and o1her 
neco''·-~ar~- rneans of speedy collYe~~ance v-ore 
l1l'oviclcd, so that the nnrnber to-da~,' is bei11g 
rerluccd as quiddv nnd as satisfactorily as 
pm.,ib1e. ~ " 

The hon. IhcrnbPr for I~cnnody asked the 
Gm-crnment to consider favourablv the 
requests of the grazing industry, whidr. he 
pointed out, wa,; suffering di.astrously at 
the present ti1ne. so that the graziers ~,rero 
entitled to consi<kration. \Yith those senti
nwnts I thoroughly and >vhole-heartedly 
agree. It is deplorable that the industry 
should be so hard-hit by depressed prices 
and thre11tening drought conditions, although 
I hope that the f0ars in the latter case will 
not be realised. The Goycrnment have not 
waited until Parliament met or these Esti
mates were discussed to consider the unfor
tunate position of the graziers of Quecnslanrl. 
In man,.- >Yavs the·,o have done work of an 
active and ~'B.tisfac~torv nature to minimise 
the evil effects referred to bv the hon. mem
ber for Kenned.-. The Premie-r some time 
ago in Rockha~pton met a deputation of 
graziers. and referred to the advisabilitv of 
a meat pool. .. 

J\lr. MoRGA:\ : He did not do an0-thing. 

The SECRETARY FOE RAILWAYS: 
That is an nngPtH'rons r0n1ark, because the 
dPputation promise<! that thcv would formu
late a scheme to place befor'e the Premier, 
and up to date tlwy ha.-e not done so. W'hat 
is the good of being unfair in a matter of 
this kind? What is the good of introducing 
p11rt.y politics? The hon. member knows 
quite well, or he. ought to know, that the 
Government pronused to SUJlllOrt an:v reason
able scheme formulated b;· the graziers. The 
Lord helps those who help themselves, and 
the grazrers arr prepared to help themselves. 
although they ha.-e not done so up to tho 
present. Any 1'€ -;ponsibilit:.' for undue delay 
does not rest with the Go.-ernmont. This 
\Yeek or next \Ycek a conference of the 
grazing interests will be held in Melbourne, 
and the 0ueensla nd Go.-ernment desire to 
send a representative there. 

[Hon. J. Larc01nbe. 

Thir. VowLES: \ rcprLsentative of the 
Lands Department? 

The SECRETAHY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
:'\o. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Yhy do you deal with that? 

The SEORET.~RY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
For tho sin,ple reason th.t the hon. member 
for Kcnnedy raised it. and it was discussed. 
H is all YCl:" fine for hon. m em hors to make 
~Yild, wiJe ~riticisn1, but the_y cannot expect 
rt to go without remark. (Opposition inter
ruption.) The hon. member for Dalbv >Yas 
1~ot here this n1orning, and ho does not "kno-w 
"~hat took place. 

:\lr. MoRGAN: The hon. member for Mirani 
wa, not allowed to get on to forestry. 

The CHAIRMA~ : On1N ! Do I under
stand the hon. member for Murilla to suggest 
that I was unfair to the hon. member for 
1\Iirr.ni "hen he was on his fpet? 

Mr. Mono~.x: I said the hon. member for 
::\Iirani was not allo\ved to ;ot on to forc-;try. 

The CHAIR1\.IAX: I would like to rerr,ind 
the hon. member that he must not reflect on 
the Chair. 

1\lr. :\IonGAX: I am just reminding the 
T\linistcr that the hon. n1e111bcr for J\Iirani 
,, .1s not aliowod to deal with forestry. 

Tho CHAIR:\IAX: The hon. member must 
know that I am not as dense as that. The 
hon. member for Kennedv raised the di·,tinct 
f]_nestion o£ \Vhat the Uov'Crnment \vere doing 
lo help the graziers of Qtwensland, and the 
Minister is replc·ing. I think that any 
c-.~inistcr is entitled at any time to address 
the Comniittce in reply to any matter raised 
l.J;. hon. members opposite. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
would have preferred to sit still and say 
nothing, but then there would have been a 
~uggestion of unfairness, secrecy, and failure 
to recognise courtcou" representations. I \Yas 
proceeding to point out that the Government 
iutended to be represented at that confer· 
ence. and we hoped that the Opposition 
,,~ould afford the necessary " pair," and that 
the disgraceful pradir(" which was estab
lished when we waried to sand a rcpresenta
t1\-e to the Fru1tgro\vcr.s' Conference in 
:vlelbourne will not be followed on this 
OCC.l.Sion. 

In addition to promising assistrmce in the 
matter of a meat pool and in rupcct of the 
graziers' conference, the GovcrnnH~nt have 
reduced cattle freights to the graziers of 
Oneensland. Before this reduction took place, 
t,he Government had a policv of keeping fares 
and freights >ts low as pos~ible. Our cattle 
freights were the lowest in Australia. :'~ot
,,~ithstanding that, the gr·aziers came along 
to me and to the Govcrnrnent, and suggested 
that we should still further reduce freights. 
\Ye agreed to do so.· and \H' reduced them 
lo:,- 20 per cent. We did not limit the rednc
tion to the graziers; we extended it to the 
pig raisers and the crea1n producc1 
Further, ,vhen the season was bad some timr~ 
ago. th0 cattle producers can,e to me and 
to the Government. and asked for a reduc
tion in cattle freight'. vYe reduced the 
freights bc- 50 per cent.~which no Govorn
n1cnt had ever done preYiously in the hibtory 
of Queensland. 

'\h. BEBBIXGTON: They did. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They did not. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: I challenge you to show 
that they did not. 
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The SECHETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
The hon. member i.-; talking " bunkum." I 
hnve had the statistics l.ooked up. Rebates 
were giYcn previously, 

Mr. VowLEo: Thoro was a 33 per cent. 
reduction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
Those rebates had to be paid back. 

Mr. DEBBEGTON: ::\o. 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS: 
Did any Govcrnn_;_cnt ever 1nake a 50 per 
cont. reduction 1 

l\lr. VowLES: Thirty-three per cent., I said. 

The SECRETAl{Y l•'OR RAILWAYS: 
I '~ay tha~ ~his Goy<.·rnn1ent reduced starYing 
stock frerghts by 50 nor cont.-a g-r0ater 
reduction t.han any other Governn1e1lt ever 
1nac~o to the grazier~. 

l\h. DEBBlNGTON: That rs an incorrect 
stcctement. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That rs an incorrect interjection. The leader 
or the 0]lpo"tron we.s quite correct. 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON: I .sav that previous Go
vernment' carried en ue cheaper than you 
did. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
l\lenhrm has been rmd.e of the question of 
rents. The Govennn"IH have deferred rents 
ancl l?crwltics; they h y~ dcferl'c rl taxation. 
antl In Yarious otner wavs tlw-,- have rnct 
tho. g1~aziers of Qnccn~lancf \Yho fna,flc 1 pre
scntatH)IlS to them, a nU \Yho ha\·o ~·inc ~ ~,cnt 
alDng apprcciatiYf~ a11d (·ongratulatorv letters. 
T~c graY.ic~rs of _tJuf en2lund are vcr,>:~ plca·,cd 
wrth tlw concc ,sJOns and the protection ,,-hi eh 
the- GoYernrnent a.r,~ affording thorn ai this 
YCI'Y <~riou~ time. 

Mr. MoRGAX : The, do not vote for you. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: 
Thc;T do. As luts been pointed out, in the 
Mitrhcll electorate the opponents of Labour 
could not get a candidate. That is a great 
pastora.l and grazing c:onstituencv. In the 
!3arcoo, Balonue, \Y a.rrego, and Other graz
Ing c1ectoratf''3 for vcars the Governrnent 
haYC received larg' ,;,-,jorities. This is not 
a now-fotmd zeaf for the L" bour party or 
the Labour Government on the part of the 
producP~s 1~ those el('ctoratcs; they haYo 
been do1ng It over and over arrain for the 
last te11. fifteen, ~Lnd in some 

0

ca-,e3 nearly 
t\Ycnty yea~ s. So, when >l-e get do'.\'n to tho 
'"Jund brrs1s a:" to \rhat the graziers of 
Qneen;;:land think of the Govcrnn1ent we find 
their opinion reflcdc,d in the votes that arc 
cD..st for the Labour candidates at election 
timP. 

Mr. J. JoNES: Not in the Kennedy. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'.rho hon. member ccnnot ,av too much about 
his ·win; bcrauso it i·' n \vefl-kno\vn fact that 
the late 1\Ir. O'Sullivan was unfortunately 
ill during the la~t elcetioll carnpaign, an~± 
was unable to go np tu the electorate. That 
was his- disadvantage, <tu-! it was tD the dis
advantage of thi" pnrty. But in the elec
torates I ha\'C mcntionc,d and in others 
election after election, i.ho producers hav~ 
returned the Labour c:<11didates, There must 
b~ reamn for that. If the criticism of hon. 
rnembers opposit(~ \YaQ, sound and accurate 
the Labcur candidates \Yonld not r.ave thei1~ 
dcpo,its in the grazing constituencies. Yet, 
year after year, they come back with sub
stantial majorities; and the anti-Labour 

organis'-1tions could no;- g -:t a ~andidate to 
oppose t,he hon. member for Mitchell. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Yhat has that to do with 
I a.nd settlement? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members oppo·~,itc \Yill interject, and1 

when I replc·, they protest. I want to get 
back to the remarks (Jl the hon. member for 
Kennedy, and r·emind him that there is 
something else require!). besides rncat pools, 
reduced freights, and such like things. 'There 
is the question of market and of quality of 
the products of the iEdustry. 'The hon. 
member for KennedY knows that those two 
aspects of the meat 'i11dmtrc- have been dis
cussed tin1c anll again ai conferences of pro
ducers in Quccnslar:d. The blarne for the 
atJSl·DC0 of 1nnrkets and for the inferior 
quality of the product has not been placed 
upon the shoulders of the GoYerntnent, even 
h:>' the producers of Queensland. 'l'hcn, aga,in, 
thr• Gm·crnment hn vre gencrou"ly passed 
legislation enabling-IY1thin certain lin1its
thc graziers to c..rr; oYer their losses from 
on0 year to allot her. The very legislation 
which permits the imposition of a. penalty
about which hem. nwmhers oppoeite complain 
-IYaS pas~ed by hDn. !llC'lnbors opposite. 

Mr. YowLES : Y on ha Ye not rescinded it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
That is an ctpologetic attitude to take up. 
If hon. 1nPn1bers oppc~ite \vere concerned 
about the interests of the graziers and pri
mar...,~ producers and objt, ·;tcd to this penalty, 
vThy did they sup110l't the lcgisla,tion which 
p~rmitted it to l;c ir.,poscd 1 To-day the 
interest is about twice as high as when hon. 
lhcmbers opvosite in1poscc that 10 per cent. 
penalty; but the prc~c-nt Governiilcnt have 
restrained their hand, they have enabled 
the graziers to have :helr taxation deferred, 
t-J baYe thcit· rents deferred, to have the 
pcna1tT clt ecrrrJ, and in various other \Yays 
lwYo given to the industry the considera
tion that it wants. 

C\lr. :\1oRGAX: \Yith 10 per cent. interest. 

The SECRETARY FOR R_\ILWAYS: 
The hon. nwrnbcr kno~, s that that is not 
correct. Tli,lt is jn -t a generalisation that 
does not acc'ord \vith fart. In rnanv cases 
tl<'' 11enalty has b, pn wiped out or 'greatly 
reduced \vhen the clrcPD1- tances of the ca.se 
have permitted it. I have here a. 
statement which 1 secnred from the 
Lands Dcpartm0nt just before I came 
into thi Chamber rhi afternoon. I am 
not going to read it. because hon. mem· 
hers opposite ,,-onld object to its reading 
taking HP too n1uch tin1c. It is yaluable 
irforrnation to the g-rPzirr~ and producer·; of 
Qncenslalld; Yet hon. rnt~mbers opno;;;.ite 
"';-ould object t~) its being roacl. -

Des.pite all th •.t hon. members opposite 
:;:ay, the land settlenl(nt policy of the prt,~ent 
GoYcrnment is ~onutL rationaL conl}H', hen
sive, and vig-orou~. The C'lectric current of 
vigcrou~ action 1:3 running through the 
"hole of o>tr public "orks policy. Just 
for a lllOUlPnt let u-; take a bird's eye 
viP.w of onr policy. T'hen~ is the I3urnett 
scheme. which >Yill se< Jc 5,000 settlers in a 
few ,-cars. There is the Da.wson V allev 
erhen1e. »-hich -,-ill ,,cttlc ultimately prob~ 
ably 20,000 settlers. Tlwro is the cotton
growing scheme. in "-.hich in a few years 
millions of paunch will be invested. To..day 
hundreds of thousands of pounds are being 
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secured by the cotton-grO\,-ers of Queens
land, and the acreage is being increased. 
Then, a,gain, with the completion of the 
Korth Coast Railway an increa,sed acreage 
of sugar lands will come under cultivation. 
'
1rhe Governrncnt are appointing a Commis
sion to e.soertain the best sites, with a view 
to erecting more mills In that five-branched 
policy-the Burnett scheme, the Dawson 
Valley water conservation and irrigation 
'c.heme, the cotton-growing scheme, the North 
Coast Railwav completion scheme, and the 
sugar-mill ,schome-w:: have all the elements 
and esscutials of a vigorous. new, big land 
settlcn1E.mt policT,~, and a true avpreciation of 
the possibilitic~ of Queensland. of its large 
<trea and t.he neces~it::-' for ir1rreased popula
tion. With a policy like that it is futile for 
hon. members opposite to indulge in Yagne 
v,eneralities with the idc~ of di_,crediting the 
Government's land settle1nent policy. 

Mr. MORGAN (J£uril!u): I am very sorry 
that illness has prevented the Secretary for 
Public Lands from hem!' present. I know 
that he has had n1uch rnore experi,~nce of 
land matters than the hon. member who has 
just resumed his scat, and. no doubt. ho 
would hanJ dealt with matters appertaining 
to the land in a much ~norc nractical 
manner. The Secretarv for RaiJ-.,-'avs told 
th<> Committee that tl~e Govcrnmen't ha.ve 
reduc:<} frcig:hts on livP stock by 20 per cent. 
Re did not tell the Committee that the Go
vernment had previouslv in('reascd those 
freights by 63 per cent.·· The Government 
are still charging the stcckowners oi Queens-
1and a ~reat deal rnore than was being 
,charged 1n 1914, when conditions wore so 
much better than thcv ru·e at the present 
time. The hon. gent 1rman has been verv 
liberal to the cattle-owners of the State. Th;, 
freight was increased b~· 63 per cent., and 
~ov;,7 he comes along and sayrs, " Sec how 
l1beral the Gm·ernmcnt ha,-e been. \Ye will" 
reduce the freight by 20 ]101' cent." :\'at
withstanding that reduction, the cattle-owners 
to-da:v arc paying 30 pPr cent. more in 
freight than they werQ in 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ye have 
the lo\vest ra tc ') in Australia .. 

::\It. l\10RG_\X: I c'o not know whPtlwr 
this GoYcnHncnt ha Ye brought a bii~ht on 
the people of Queer 3laud, but during the last 
seycn years, s]nce they hnyc beo11 in office• 
\Ye ha vc not ha.d or1c full good yf .1r. \Ye 
have had one-half of the voar o·onr! anrl the 
other half had, but ·we have n~Ycr had one 
good \V hole yc~tr. ]~vidcntlv the Gon:rnnH __ nt 
~have brought a blight upon~ pr-onle wbo ha Ye 
settlecl on the !and. \Yhcn the,~ 10 per C'Cl<t. 
penalty v-a, passed by the Den ham GoYcrn
ment in 1910, I strongly and st rPnuous]y 
opposed tho imposition of that pcualt~. Th'e 
Labour Opposition members of that tiJ1le were 
~ot opposed to that penalty. I ,.-as oppo .--d 
m that matter to the Government that I was 
supporting, but I could not get that ]Wnaltv 
1owet'f'd lxc•nuse I \Yas in the rn1noritv. The~·::=
lna:v be son1c justifica~!on for the 10 'per C'ent. 
penalty so ns to prevent pconie lhing rnonc~· 
that rightly belongs to tl1e (~o•-ernmeni. 
TherC' is no justifier, tion for a 10 per cent. 
penalty during tim" of distress. I admit 
that in certain ir>btnres the Govcrnn1ent 
have reduced that penal!\·, notwithstanding 
the fact that the Secretar~· for Public Land., 
on more than one occasi~n told ll~ that the 
law would not permit him tu dn so. I am 
pleased that he has discovered that the law 
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will permit him to do so or else that he is 
breaking the law. I am not age_inst him for 
breaking the la\v if it is necessary to gi ... ;e 
consideration to the tnan y,'ho is unable to 
pay his rcilt. I would like to see that practice 
applied to all those who are in such an 
tulfortunate position that they cannot pay 
their high rents to-day. The :Ylinister has 
endeaYonred to a-dminister the Act in 
accordance with its hue 'vording; but, unfor
tm,atcly, our Land "\et is not a good Act 
for Queensland. The Act should be re
modelled i10 sueh a wa:y that the people can 
ha,-e land at a eheapcl' renbl than tLcy are 
paving at the present tirne. The present 
Go\--crnincnt are a ra "krenting Govcrn1ncnt. 
After the people on the land have paid their 
rent and their taxes, they havo little left for 
tl;em "~1Yl3. TheY arc rc"ally vvorking for the 
Government. 'I'his Guvernmcnt have rack
l'Pntcd the man on the land ever 8incc they 
took office. The C>1inic,tcr tried to justify the 
repudiation of the Land Act Amendment Act 
by stating that it was nece~csary to ~ring th~ 
rents of the big pastorahst~ more mto cun; 
fermi\'! with the rdlt paiCl by the smaL 
gra.zie;s. The first inju~tire was d?ne by 
rnakino· the rentals of the small graz1ers too 
high. nif the Goyernment wished to he fair 
to the people on the lrtnd. they should have 
reduced the nmtal of the small grazier to ~he 
L'wl of the rent paid by the large pastmahst. 
There was 110 justification for brcalnng the 
contract with the laro;e p'lstomlist in order 
t-o n1ake the rent paid by the bYo scct1ons of 
lc1ndov.--ners n1orc in conforrnity with ?ne 

nother. Tlwre arc people to--day pay1ng 
50 p2r cent. more than the\- 'lwnld by '\ay 
of rent. The hon. member for Burke, who 
hns lived in the pa~toral coun.try, gs._ve an 
il1nstra.tion which I \Ya 'cry plEased H~~ecd 
to hear. He advocated that rerr:tin cond;twns 
e hould appertain to the :1\ orth, and I con
sider those conditions should appcrta!n to 
the West and the South as •velL 1_, nfor-
1 unatelv. the Government are looking to the 
Lands Department for rovemtc. although that 
department has no right to be a revenu;e
producing department. It should only ohtam 
s»fficient reyenue from the peoplo to meet 
its o1vn rPspon~·ibilitic~. Th0 reve>nnc should 
be obtained through the Taxrrtion Dcpart
lnent. If a man on tho land. be he large or 
~tnaJl) makes a profit lie has to pav IllCOlTIB 

ta,, and that should be snflicient. He should 
not be rarkrentcd out of his fann or holC!Ing 
in the "-a v that the Government arc domg. 
1 It~ shoul~l ha.ve an opportunity to ~ako 
up la-nd at as lo"- a rental its poss1ble. 
1-.~nfortunatel.v, the GoYenunent arc out to 
discover just how hi~-h a rental a property 
1,·~·ill stand. Their offi(:;als carry out i he :'·ork 
in the ~nmc ~pirit. r-~o clonbt, thc:v arc follow~ 
ing the policy of the Go1-crnmr'1t. The hon. 
1nf'n1bcr for Toowoon1ba, \Yhcn be w~:-; 
criticising the Comrnl;;;sioncr for PoJi('f', saJCl 
tha.t, if the officials of the (J-oycrrnnept ~~·ouid 
not administer their departments m accor
dance with the polic0- of the Gm-ernrnent. 
the:~' should be dismi"cd. 

:VIr. BREXXAX: Rear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGAN: Perhaps the Land Court 
judges are carrying out the policv of the 
Go,.--erninent in order to get as n1uch rent as 
the:: possibly can from the unfortunate land
owners. 

Mr. COLLI""S (Bou·o n): I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Murilla in order in sa} ing that the Land 
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Court is carrying out the policy of the 
GoYcrnn1ent? 

Mr. :VIORGAK: \Yhv does the hon. member 
want to twist what I" said? 

:\lr. COLLINS: That is what the hon. 
nwrnber said. I want to tie hirn down to 
the truth. 

The CHAIRMA'\: Order ! I hope the 
hon. member for Murilla is not making any 
•·eflection on the Land Com·t judges. If he 
is. I a~k him to withdra \V the statement. 

~.h. MORGAK: I am not making any 
reflection. I s.aid that perhaps the Land 
Court judges \Vere carrying out the policy of 
the Government in obtaining high rent fro>n 
the people on the land. 

::\1r. Cocuxs: Is that not a reflection on 
the court? 

Mr. MORGA::\f: Ko. I fed sure, Sir, 
that ~·ou \V ill keep your left car on nw pretty 
closely. 

The CHAIRJ\LAN: Order ! would 
remind the hem. me nber for }1urilla that, 
when an !Jon. member of the Committee 
rises to a point of order, as Chairman, I 
must allow him to state that point of order. 
I then ask tho hon. rne1nbcr. as I ha ye a 
perfect right to do, if he has made the 
state.mcnt .attriLuted to hirn; and, if he 
,,1ssures n1e thrrt he has r~ot. thtJn I allow him 
to proceed. I do not thi11k the hon. memb0r 
for :Vlurilla can c...:pect anything fairer than 
th,,t. I hop0 the hon. DlCYnb[·r \Vill not cast 
any reflection upon the Chair, for, if he 
·doH, I will deal ;,-ith hi m. 

:11r .. IviORG..::\~: I arn not n1aking any 
reflccbon upon the Chl1ir, :\lr. Kirwan. I 
wa;;; poir~ting out that you "'l·onld pcrforrn 
your duhcs so \Vcll that you -would keep your 
left ear well open, and that vou would not 
allovv nto to cast anv l"~flccf:ion unon the 
Land Court judges. i,hcrr: was no JLlced for 
the hon. mcrnbcr for Bov.rcn to rise to a. 
point of order. 

The C:HAIR:VJAI\': Ordp· ! I ask the hon. 
111en1bcr to connect his rcrnarks with the vote 
before the Co~11111ittce. 

:\1r. MORGAN: In order that Queensland 
.should be prosperous, it is ncccssarv tlJat the 
Govt1 rnn1cnt. vvhcther roprcscntati~-e of tho 
L~bour party, the Country party, or any 
otner party, should cndf•c.Ypur to get the 
people upon the !and on the best conditions 
pos,iblo. and the Government should also 
see that, \vhen they are placed on the 
land, they have sufficient opportunity to 
bcron1e ::-,uccessfu l, prosperous, and, if pas~ 
si_b~e, rich 1nen. 'The~- haYo just as much 
nght t<J acclllnulatc wealth bv producing 
fro!n the soil as they haYe to accumulate 
wealth h:, working in different industries. 
Any n1an-the hon. 1nernber for Bowen or 
anyone d~e-\,Tho is against the accurnulation 
of \VPA ltl1 by those on tlH~ land is not acting 
in the best intPre2ts of the country. 

:\Ir. Cm.Lrxs: Don't vou put words into mv 
rnouth. ~ ~ 

Mr. MORGA:\: It is onh- beeau•e of the 
OjJportunitics of accumulating wealth that 
people are induced to go into the country 
an<,! put up with the hardships, turmoil, and 
stnfe whtch they have to put up with when 

opening up new areas, and, if 
[3.30 p.m.] you take away from them the 
. right t_o accumulate wealth, you 

wtll not get the nght class of people to go 

on tho land. The policy of the Governme11t 
in regard to land settlement is wrong, because 
it is to tax, and kec11 on taxing, the man 
on the land until he begins to squeal. As 
a n1cn1ber of the, Labour Government once 
said, the Labour part:.' are out to make the 
Sf)Uattcrl3 squ(-'al, and in the process of mak
ing the squatters squeal they likC'>\I~isl" n1ade 
the small man souerrl. If voll interfere 
with an industry In which the large man 
is engaged, you n1ay affect his bank balance, 
but you afred the small man's broad and 
butter. The dairyman at the present time 
i l in a bad wa;· bcca use his poddy cah-es 
are not salc·1blc~ -.,vhcroas, only t'velve n'lonths 
ago, his paddy calves were worth from £5 
to £6 off the bucket. That is one way in 
which the small man has been made to squeal, 
owing to the fact that tho meat industry has 
ecascd to be a lHlyuble undertaking. 

I will show what this Government have 
done so far as the rnBn on the land is con
cerned-the man "·ho, we are told, when they 
go electiorwering, is the backbone of the 
country. I an, afraid, while we say he is 
the back bone of the country, we also think 
he is capable of carrying the greate.,t taxa
tion, bccau:-c \VC put more taxation on the 
rnan \Yho goc;;; on the Isnd than on anv other 
dass in thp ccn,nwnity. The man on the 
land has to carry the vi-hole burden of taxa
tion, -while the rr1an in the city carries a 
part otdy. ln 1914 the revenue from land 
from all sonrcco was £961.608-less than a 
n>illion-~,vhilc tho revenue for 1921-1922 was 
£1,515,5;:'5-rn increase of £553,827, or over 
half a n1illio:n. 

GoVERXJJEXT :J.IL\IBERS: Hen·, hear! 

Mr. MORGA'\: Hon. members should go 
~n:nong the wivrs and children of the poor, 
unfortunate 1wople who to-day haYo not 
C>nough to cat, and say, "Hear, hear!" 
They arc the pu)ple whorr1 they have rack
rPnted in order to obtain a portion of this 
:C500.000. The Government. in many cases 
in my el0ctorat0, have increased the rentals 
lv 200 per cent . and not through the Land 
Court. either. The~,· have increased occupa
Tion liceuse front lCh. per square 1nile to £2 
per square rnik. That is what the:· have 
done to the poor selector who has had to 
take up occupation country to kPqJ his stock 
n1ive. and the hon. nu'mbcr for Bowcn says, 
•• HH.Ll', h( ill'!" 

:\fr. COLLJXR: " Hear, hear:'' Make the 
~qLHtttcrs squeaL 

i\lr. MORGA:\: I hope that will appear 
in "Hansard." It is not tho squatter I:Yhom 
tho hon. menlbcr is making squeal, because 
the squatter ic, still in existrnce. \Ye do not 
hear of the srtuaiter giving up his country, 
but \Ve do hear of the poor, unfortunate little 
man who has been squeezed out. The hon. 
1ncn1ber for Bo1ven savs, " Hear. hear!" 
because he has been squeezed out by this 
rackrenting Governrncnt. The Govern1nent 
have done everything possible to drive off 
the land the sdtler whom Queensland is so 
anxious 10 retain. In some portions of 
Queensland the Uo,-entment are endeavour
ing to put people on the land, and in other 
pm·tiono tbe:: are dri1'ing then; off the land. 
\V e are not going to gain anything bY settling 
a few hundre•l pt:oplc in the Burnett and 
having a fe·x hundred settlers leaving Tar a 
and other parts of Queensiand owing to the 
P.ctions of the Government in connection with 
taxation and because of the burdens they 
have placed upon them. in the matter of 
increased railway freights and other things. 

Jlr. MQrgar:,. i 
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On the necc,sitics of life, the Government 
have increased tlw railway freights on th0ee 
people, Jlot, once, but on three st_parate occa
sions. I am Yerv sorrv we shall not Le able 
to di>cu,, the "Estim.at< of the Railway 
Dcpa>-tment. Take the number of occupt
tion licenses at present granted. That is a 
s~gn that Queensland is deteriorating frorn 
a hnd settlement point of view. The area 
under oC'cnpation license at the prm:ent tirne 
is grca:er than dnring any period siticc 1914, 
That is the worst form of land tenure. 
L:nder that tenure ::ou need not get rid of 
any pc~ts on the land. All the Government 
care abot-it is to get as much monoy from 
the lar;d as the:.~ pussibly can in order to 
carry them over their fim:ncie I difficulties 
for the tin'ie being. 

Mr. \Y. CoOPER: IIaYe you got an ocrupa
tion license ? 

:\h-. MORGAK: I have got an occupation 
IH'f)Jb<', but I sa• it is the worst form of 
tenure the country could possibly have. The 
Govcrrnnrnt are rjatisfled to get a big bit 
in rental, and that is why they hnYe increas,,d 
the occupabon licen~es fro1n 10s. a squa-ee 
mile to £2, or eYen £3 a square mile. They 
do not c 1re a rap whether the country 
dett'rioratcs or not. Thcv do not care 
whether it becomes infested ":ith dingoes and 
rabbits and other pest., so long as they can 
get a little :money. That is a wrong policy. 
It is a poEc~~~ of dl"trnc~ion and not a :1olicy 
of construction, and is a policy that is going 
to do a great d·Jal of hann. 

The Countr)' party's policy in regard to 
the Land Act Amendment Act of 1920 has 
been clearly explained, and, if we get into 
PG' N WC' are going to do what is right and 
just, independent of anybody. 

Mr BREXK.IX: Give it back to them. 

Mr. JI.JORGA:\T, Ye,,, if it is the right '"'d 
proper thing and we could afford it; but 
unfortunately, we cannot afford to do it. 
If nr,:;-bod.v robbed tho hon. member and 
tb~ r.-1clley \V<.ts found. it \Y-o-uld be repaid to 
him. It was stated on our platform tv;o 
years ago that the t1rst thing we would do, 
if \\C were returned t0 power. would be to 
r•·]H ::tl the "Repudiation" Act, and nqt only 
th1t Act. bnt n1anv other Acts thnt tl1e 
LaUout· GoYernn.!_l'n! have ph_ced on the 
-.t;:J1uie-1~ouk. 1 hopo that thP Country part:,~ 
will haYC' ~ufEcic•nt c 1uragc. whc-u thz~~.' g:'t 
lnto pc··,\ rr. to repeal anv lPgislation which 
they think is vn·on7 and of a r\·r)udiator~~ 
nature. \YP arc goin~ ~o .s~and for justice 
b· :up: donfl to all 3Cctior::s of the con1mnnlty: 
tc. soe that right is done from the most 
humble P''' ,,on to the highr 't in the State. 
\\~n an· ont to give ju:-::1 ice to en:ry law
abiding citizen of the Stat<>. That is the 
!'"licv of the Conntn' party: we stand for 
rig;ht doaJing with all. That is one reason. 
wl1v there ~1ns been a. deljb0roh• attack made 
nr·c··n ihc· Country part:: by hon. members 
opposite. (Go,-ernment laughter.) They 
almsr the Cou11try part:: in Qno:·nsland just 
as ::\i r. Hughos abuse; the f'1ountr>· party in 
ibf~ Con1mouY,calth P<Jr1iamellt. 1\{r. Hughc;:; 
ha,: found out th., strPngth of the Fed-eral 
Country party, and the Government iwrc 
h"vo found out the ,trength of the Conntt'Y 
party in Queensland, and have abused and 
misrepresented and jn eY"'ry 'Ya7 tried to 
nialign us, knowing that the Country party 
is gnlng to s1ve(~p the polls. (Governrn1gtt 
laughter.) 

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoornba) : The debate 
has turned on a point which is most advan-

[J11'. J1organ. 

tag·eous to the interests of the GoYernment and 
a !so encouraging to the people of Queens
land, because there is no doubt that the 
statement of the leader of the Opposition will 
sho"- the intention of the Country party, 
which was not put in the front window before 
this nftcrnoon. There are only bvo men we 
need refer to; one is the leader of the Oppo
sition, whom \YO must rccogni '·O by virtue of 
his official position, and the other is the hon. 
1ncmbPr for Oxlev. ·who has " ratted " fron1 
the Nationalist p~rty and joined the Country 
party. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member for Toowoomba 
in order in saying that any 1nember in this 
Chan1ber has " ratted "? 

The CHAIRMAK: The phrase is frequently 
nsed in the Chamber, but it is more or less 
offpnsiYc. I hope that hon. members will 
not use the phrase either in connection with 
one side or the other. 

Mr. BRE:'\="TAN: The hon. member for 
Oxlev has gone over to another party with
out the consent of his electors. That hon. 
n1c1nber said-

" The Country party has discovered that 
the primary producer is the bac~bone of 
Queensland. Secondary mdu,trJes have 
neYer played a very large part in the 
historv of the State, but •up tlll lately 
the man on the land has had to plough 
a ]one furrow. Of late the Labour party 
has discov,ered that the man on the land 
had taken a position of importance m 
the State, and has made a mad rush to 
put legislation on the statute-book." 

That is a most important statement. Another 
important statement ;nts made by the ]r,~d~r 
of the Opposition t~is a_fternoon.. He said 
that he did not b :liCYe 111 repud1atwn, and 
that. if an injustice has_ been dom:. the ques
tion of comnonsatwn will be cons1d0red, and 
that, as th~y cannot refund the £500,000 jn 
question because rt has bern absorbed m 
general expenditure, they must meet 1t, 1f 
they find an injus'tice has been done, by 
granting extensions o£ leases. 

JI.Ir. VOWLES (Dalby): I never said any
thing of the kind. I would ask you, Mr. 
Chairman, to keep the hon. member t? faces 
in regard to what he says. Ho has sa1d that 
I referred to the snm of £500,000. I drd not 
rder to an-: sum of money. That has already 
bc-,n corre~ted. 

The CHAIR;y1A"': The hon. m~mber for 
Too\Yoomba 1nust, according to parliamentary 
procedure. accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Dalby. 

::\Ir. BREJ\"XAN: I accept everything. 
(Laughter.) I will say that the hon. member 
did not m ntion the sum of £500,000. 

::\1r, VowLES: ="for any sum of money at aiL 

J1.1r. BRENNAN: Nor any sum_of money at 
a 11: but he said that, if an injustiCe had been 
done, thee' would consider the questwn of 
compensation. 

Mr. VowLES, I did not say that either. I 
srtid that the queJtion of an exten::aon of 
leases ,,-ill be considered. 

Mr. BRE)JXAN: "'Vill be consicfered " 
and " n1ust be conside-red " aro the same
thing. 

Mr. VowLES: I did not say "must be con
sidered," either. 
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::Ylr. BRENNAN: How will the question 
of compensation be considered? We have to 
find out if an injustice has been done. I will 
quote the remarks of the leader of the Oppo
sition on the want of confidence motion last 
year, as reported in " Hansard " for 1921, 
page 1650-

" There is another matter which has 
been discussed on cverv occasion when 
we have had occasion" to criticise tho 
Governn1ent, and it nw,y be sumincU up 
as-

The damage it has occasioned the 
fair name of Que.onsland by its repudia
tory legislation. 
" Opposition memlJers: Hear, hear ! 
"Mr. VowLES: \Ve have dealt with the 

effect of the Land .\et Amendment Act 
of 1920 on pastoralist·· and grazing 
farmers." 

In effect, the leader of the Opposition says 
that an injustice has been done, and he says 
that, if they find an injustico has been done, 
they will consider the question of compcn
:c.rrtion. 

Mr. VowLES: Compensation by extension 
of lease:. 

::Ylr. BREN;\JAN: There are only two ways 
of compcnoation: one is by handing back tho 
£500,000. and the other is by extension of 
leases. One is as bad as tho other. 

A GovERN)!El\T ME)!llER: Extension of 
lcat.L'S is worse. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Yes. Wo on this side 
are going to know how the influence of the 
pastoralists ont.,ide is being exerted on the 
leader of the Opposition. We know that that 
is why he is making his speech here to-day; 
he is bound to make it. 

:VIr. VoWLES: \Yhat is the charge against 
me? 

Mr. BRE:\JNA:'\: The charge age.inst the 
hem. member is tlutt ho is bound by outside 
influence-bv the Pastoralists' Association
to grant an" extension of lease if his party 
e"t into power. 

Mr. VowLES: Rot! 
Mr. BRE='JNAN: You are bound by your 

o;yn statements. The hem. member for Oxley 
spoke on the '\Yallt of confidence motion in 
1921, and he is reported on page 151 of 
" I-Iansard " as saying~ 

" I a1n hoping that hon. gentlcn1cn 
oppno;ite '~rill Le sorry for the course they 
have taken in regard to certain legi;;:}ation 
that has been placed on the statute-book 
of this Stain, am! will rescind that ]c,,is
lation, y ithout y,-hich the cr-:dit of 
Queensland cannot Le restored." 

He is bound to do that. 

ivir. J. JoKES: I' is our policy; \Ye are 
hound b -- it. 

:VIr. BRENNA::\': The hon. member for 
Kcnned:- says he is bounrl by it to do away 
with " repudiatory " legislation and grant an 
extension of leases. Hon. members opposite 
are all bound by it, and the;- cannot deny it. 
I asked the Secretarv for Public Lands 
recently what number of men wont in for a 
ballot for a block of land in the Mitchell 
district, and he said there were 1,200 appli
cations by hungry men \\ ho wore looking 
for land in that district. Take the stations 
of Aramac, Bowon Downs, and Mount 
Cornish, where the rosumptions will fall in 
in 1927. Take Manuka, Terrick Terricl<, and 

other big stations whore the resumptions will 
fa!! in in the near future. Thousands of 
settlers could go on that valuable land, but 
the Pastoralists' Association are putting the 
<,crew on the members of the Opposition to 
try to get an extension of leases for the 
most valua!Jle pastoral land in Queensland to
dav. '\Ve know very well that the big pastoral 
companies hold most of the country in the 
Blackall and Barcaldine districts. All they 
(1o is to put a wire fence around their pro
perty and have a boundary rider on it. They 
run sheep, and the wool fetches as high as 
4s. 3d. per lb. A few years ago they used to 
get ls. 3d. per lb., but now they get 4s. 3d. 

Mr. EDWARDS: When was that? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Il the hon. member 
reads the " C{mrier" he will see all a bout 
the prices for wool. They have good markets 
oversea, and they get good profits. Yet the 
owners of these stations have a boundary 
rider in charge, w hilo they are " jazzing" in 
Bri~bane. and '' jaz:ling" jn Sydne:v, and 
making big profits. Yet they say that the 
Labour party are ruining the squatters. 
That is the sort of stuff we get in the 
''Courier" and "Da1lv Mail." There are 
three pests that we h,;,vb gDt to beware of 
in Australia. One is the "Yellow Peril," the 
second the prickly-peen pest, and the third 
i3 the so-c a !led patriot. The hon. member 
for Kennodv "\Yas honest, •vhcn he sot out 
the policy that he ach-ocated. He cannot 
help himself and his honesty. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BREJ\'NAX: After the speech by 
tlw hon. member for Kennedy, we had the 
exposure by the Minister in charge of the 
\Vorks Department. Then we had the bald 
statement made by the leader of the Oppos~
tion that the question of compensatwn IS 

going to bo con• iderPd. The people of 
Que<msland know that the country cannot be 
developed under the policy of the Country 
partv. Look at tho hon. member for Albert 
a-e a" nwmlJer of the Country party. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You advon.ted collap
sible silos. 

-:\ir. BRENKAN: Yes, I did. I have 
often advocated things to the Secretary ·for 
Agriculture and they have been brDug.ht 
about. The hon. member for Oxley, the 
hon. memlJcr for To·\·nsYillc, and other hon. 
rnon1bcrs of the Country party ar.e advo
cates for the big pastoral compames, and 
thev a.re in favour of an extension of lea•,es 
ac, "compensation. If that is the policy .of 
the Country party, it io time that all fair
thinking men kne·-, it. \'\'e know that there 
were 1.200 applicants for one block in the 
Mitchell electorate. \Vhen these people know 
the policy of the Country part:, they will 
sa'-', "Awav '\ith the Country part::! We 
kr{ow the I~abour party, and we kn<Jw they 
are in favour of close settlement." 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gragory): Mr. Kirwan, 
I have something to say on this vote. 

Mr. BEBBTXGTON : Two on that side. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (JJr: mer): I rise to 
a point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Dn,-ton in order in intccrjecting to you, lYir. 
Kir{van, '( Are you on that side?" 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I dia not. I said, " Two 
on that side." 

OPPOSITION ME:WBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The CHAIRMAN : I understood the hon. 
mcmlJer for Drayton to say, "Two on that 

JJir. Br'MI 'ran.] 
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side." I did not hP:tr the hon. member for 
Drayton e.ddress m<' first. Had I done so, 
I would have called on him first. 

M:r. POLLOCK : It 1s interesting to note 
the attitude of the Opposition on the ques
tion of the 10 per cent penalty inflicted on 
those w.ho ea nnot pay their rontals. Some 
hon. n1embors oppo;:;itt~ wore jn this Charnber 
in 1910, supporting the Kidston Government. 
They included, according to the division lists, 
Messrs. Appcl, G. P. Barnes, W. H. Barnes, 
lYio>'gan, Petrie, Roberts, S" ayne, and 
Walker. The penalty of 10 per cent. was 
inclnded in clause 129 of that Bill, and, after 
making a searching reference of " Han
sard," I am compelled to assert that not 
one of those mom b<•rs raised his voice against 
the imposition of thd 10 per cent. penalty. 
At that time loan mon<ey was obtainable at 
3~ pet cont. to 4 per cont., while to-day it 
is between 5 and 6 per cent.. They object 
to the Government imposing the penalty now, 
although they thrmFelves imposed it when 
money was obtainable at 3~ per cent. Nobody 
irnagines for ono instant that the Government 
are making undue use of that 10 per cent. 
penalty. 

Mr. J. JOKES: They did last year. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Tl;c hon. member is not 
' selector. Ho is a squatter. 

M:r. J. J ONES : I am speaking for other 
selectors. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The country wants some 
information in regard to the policy of the 
Opposition. It was !aiel down at the meet
ing- refcned to -during this debate, that the 

.. question of compensation to pastoral lessees 

.. would be considered, because of the increased 
rents which the pastora,lists were called upon 
to pay under the Lan'l Act Amendment Act. 
"'l'hat c\ct gave the Land Court power to 
charge the big squdter .. the Sftme rental as 
th'c small selector, nothing more, nothing 
less. Because of that injustice, as it is 
termed, the pastoralists are to get an exten
sion of their Jc .. ases, i£ the Opposition are 
returned as a Government. I want this Com
mittee to unde1·stand that until 1927 there will 
only be 150 sheep selections available for 
resumption in Queensland in decent sheep 
country. From then until 1932 there will 
be a few more. In view of the shortage of 
land, and in view of th" fact that there are 
from 600 to 1.200 persons in every ballot for 
good sheep country, you can see what the 
position is. If the Opposition are returned 
to power at the next election, are t.hey going 
t0 give an extension of leases to big pastoral 
!eesees, ~!though they know that the people 
of Quecmland have been hungering for land 
for fifteen and twenty-five years? That is 
what we want to know. We want some 
information on that. We know that that is 
the policv of hon. members opposite. The 
leader of t.l"t<> Opposition oaid that favourable 
f'(lnsidBration may be g:iven to the question 
cf f'ornnensation. W1l1 the compensation 
<'<msist of giving back to the lessees portion 
of the money they paid in retrospective rent, 
or of an extension of lease? I think an exten
sion of leases is worse, because it will stifle 
settlement in Quecn .. dand for the next twenty 
or thirty years. I hope the leader of the 
Opposition will give eome indication of the 
policy of hon. members opposite. If I were 
on that side and I wanted to get on the 
Treasury benches, I would at least have the 
courage to say what my policy was in regard 
to these matters. 

[Jlir. Pollock. 

VOTES PASSED L"XDER OPERATION OF 
ST.\xmxo ORDER No. 307. 

At 4 p.m., 

The CHAIRi\L\..::\' : I am sorry to inter
rupt the hon. member's speech. but, under 
the provisions of Standing Order No. 307, 
"Days AllottPd for Supply," and of the 
Sessional Order agre<>d to by the House on 
30th Angust, I hall now proceed t'? put 
the questions for the vote under considera
tion, the balance remaining unvoted for the 
Drmartnient of Public Lands. and the tots] 
amounts remaining unvotcd for the Depart
ments of Agriculture and Stock, Public 
Instruction. Mines., and Railways; the 
Trust and Special Fund Estimates, 1922-1923; 
the Loan Fund Acconnt Estimates. 1922-1923; 
the Supplernentarv Estimates. 1921-1922; the 
Snpplemcntarv Trust Fund Estimates, 1921-
1922; the Su]1plcmentary Loan Fund Esti
mates, No. 2, 1921 .. 1922; and the Vote of 
Credit for the } ear 1923-1924. 

Question-" That £73,120 be grantc? for 
the ' Departn;ent of Public Lands-Dtstnct 
Offices' "-put and pas cd. 

The following items were then put and 
passed-

Department.. of Public Lrrnds (balance of 
votE•), £154.043; 

Department of Agriculture and Stock, 
£178,971; 

Department of 
£L299,843; 

Public Instruction, 

Department of :\Lines, £81,463; 
Railways, £4.738,308; 
Trust and Special Funds, £4,664.365; 

Loan Fund Account, £4.92~,660; 
Supplementary Estimate', 1921-1922, 

£135.168 10s. 8d.; 
Supplementary Trust Fund Estimates. 

1921-1922, £116,100 9s. 9d.; 
Supplemcntar .r Loan Fund Estimates, 

::\'o. 2, 1921-1922, £253,417 0-.. 5d.; 

Vote of Credit. 1923-1924, £2.500,000. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR~L\N report.ed that the Committee 

had come to ~ertain resolutions. 
The resumption of the ComJhittee was 

nvu1e an Order of the Day for to-r:norrow. 

QUESTIOXS. 

PcncH .. \SE OF BnLDICiGS FR01I Qt:EBXSLAKD 
BUILDIXG TRADES GUILD, LDIITED. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE (Oxley) asked the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks-

" As in the report of the Department of 
Public vVorks for the vear ended 30th 
June, 1922, appears an !tern of expendi
ture of £697 lSs. for purchase of build
ing-s, Queomlancl Building Trades Gmld, 
Limited, will he state-

1. To ,,-hat buildings did this refer? 

2. \V as the money actually expended ? 
3. If so. what benefit accrued to the 

State from such an e-xpenditure? 
4. What is the position in regard to 

these buildings now that the guild is 
apparently in liquidation?" 
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The HoN. W. FORGA~ S:\1ITH (l>fackuy) 
replied-

" 1. Workshop situated at Milton. 

"2. Yes. 

"3. Coping with the problem of unem
ploJTmcnt. and bringing about a reduc
tion in the number of unemployed. 

" 4. The land and bailding are the 
property of the State, vested in the 
Public Curator." 

E21IPLOYEES OF RAILWAY DEPARTl\!Ec;T, 1916 AND 
1921. 

Mr. SIZER (Tunrlah), in the absence of 
Mr. Fry (Kurilpa), asked the Secretary for 
Railways- · 

" How many persons were employed b:,
the Railway Department-(a) staff, (b) 
constructional workers, for the y·ears 
ended 30th June, 1916, and 30th June, 
1921, respectively? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. J. Lucombe, [[ eppel) replied-

--------- ------

1 :10th .Tune. 30th June, 
1 1Dl6. 1H2l. 
I 

(a) On opened lin·;-4-
Staff employees . . 12,203 1-!)358 
Tempor<Lry ;s,-ISD 1.541 

Totctl,. 1),6 ! 15,800 

{b) Constructional 
workers .. 1,620 1,398 

---- ----~-----

EXPENSES OF ORGANISERS 'CXDER PRI:IIARY 
PRODUCERS' 0RGANI~ATION ACT. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth) asked 
~he Secretary for Agriculture-

" 1. What was the rate of (a) salary, 
(b) expenses, and (c) other allowances 
paid to H. ::VIcAnally {provisional organi
ser under the Council of Agriculture) 
from date of his appointment (19th June, 
1922) to 31st July, 1922? 

"2. What did those (a) expenses, (b) 
allowances, actually cover? 

"3. ·what was the rate of (a) salary 
(b) expenses, paid to H. McAnally fa; 
the month of August, 1922? What did 
such expenses actually cover? 

"4. Did Messrs. Pure 'll, Harris, Flood 
Plunkett, Holt, Reid, and Dean visit 
Sydney and Melbourne in April last on 
the business of the Department of Agri
culture and Stock or the Council of 
Agriculture ? 

" 5. What amollnts were paid to Messrs. 
Reid and Dean, respectivelv, in respect 
of such trip-(u) Salary; (b) expenses; 
(c) other allowances? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" Eleven questions of a personal or 
hostile nature have nrcviouslv been asked 
and answCi·cd concerning officers of the 
Council of Agriculture, therefore I do 
not intend to waste any more time over 
the hon. member's questions concerning 
the CJouncil of Agriculture." 

GovERNi\!EXT GuARANTEE FOR \\'HEAT PROD'CCED 
IN QUEENSLAND D'CRING 1920-21. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS asked the Secretary 
for-. Agriculture-

" 1. Did the Government guarantee Ss. 
per bushel for all f. a.q. wlwat produced 
in Queensland during 1920-21? 

" 2. Is he a ware that an amomot of 9d 
per bushel is still duo to the growers 
under this guarantee' 

" 3. Is he prepared to arrange for the 
immediate payment of the balal1l ., due, 
and, if not, why is this money being 
retained? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTCRE 
replied-

" L No; but the Government gum·an 
teed Ss. a bushel for >Yheat of prime 
milling quality. 

" 2 and 3. I believe the fmal payment 
for 1920-21 has not yet been made, because 
the State 'Wheat Board haYe not yet 
received final payment on oYcrsea sales." 

CoNSTRUCTIOX OF NANANGO-YARRDL\N RAIL WAY. 

~1r. EDWARDS (Tanango) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" In view of the thousands of acres of 
land now being planted with cotton, 
lucerne, maize, and other crops on the 
Barker's Creek flats and other portions of 
the South Burnett district, and the urgent 
necessity of encouraging production by 
affording to primary producers every 
facility for the quick com·eyance of their 
produce to thG markets, will he bring 
before Cabinet for reconsideration the 
question of the construction of the 
Nanango-Yarraman railway link during 
this financial year? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" I regret the 1iYork cannDt be com
menced during the currency of the present 
financial year." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers ,,-ere !aiel on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Commissioner of Police for 
twelve months ended 30th June, 
1922. 

Report upon the operations of the sub
departments of the Home Depart
ment. 

REGL'LATION OF S'CGAR CAl\'E PRICES 
ACTS AMENDME:.'\T BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE 
(Hon. \V. ::'-!. Gillies, H"clwm): I beg to 
move-

" That the House will, at its next sit
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts, 
1915 to 1921, in certain particulars. 

Question put and passed. 

Hon. W. ;.Y. Gillies.] 
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SUPPLY 
RESU:\IPTIOX OF C01D!ITTEE. 

RECEFTIO~ OF RESOLUTIOKS. 

Tlw TRK\SURER II-lon. E. G. Tlwodo"rc, 
('hillaqor): I beg to 1110\"'C-

'· That tl1e resolutions be now re. 
rei Ye d.'~ 

Question put and pac. ed. 

ADOPT[Q); OF H.ESOLUTlOXS. 

The resolutions being taken as rcn:d) 

The TRK\SURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodor0 
('hil/,tr;oc): I beg to move- ' 

"That tho re·olutions be now agreed 
to." 

And hon. rnembcrs indicatinc•· a de'--iro to 
discuss cettain rc.soluhons- n 

Rc·,olutions 1 to 3, both inelmiYe, put tmd 
l"• ··-·eel. 

Hcso!ution 4-;( [;tgi.'~!,ttii e A.sctn1J 1y "-

::\Ir. SYL\Y:'\E (Jiimn:): Under f1i head
ing there 1\ as voted b.v the CDm:mittc,~ a :;:unl 

of £19.619 on behalf of lhe LcgislatiYe 
As·c'J"bly: in ot 1wr \Yords, on !1ehalf of the 
l)arliumcnt of Qnecn~land, b('.Causc only ono 
IIouv? HOW eo ::-titutes tho Parliament.· The 
po;3iti<:11 is such th~tt it is only right that the 
aLPllbon of the c>'ectors throughout Queens
Jar. l ~hou1d be called to it. :F'rorn time to 
time haYc h£~ard that Ilnanco is the basis 
of good go\·c r._DH11lt. Sixteen daYs are 
allotted for tlw corEid0rai.ion of th;, Esti-
1'll'ltC'". \Yh<'TI the Pxpc'nditnn' fron1 l'Pvcnuo 
of tlw countr,· onl:-· umonnted to £7.0l-l,On~ 
WC' had sixfcen for discussion. t~nd ne\v 
that the e~p(_ fr01n rPYel!Ue h:--, 
rt."'1'hccl £12J'·JOJ':J0 rhe tin. is ju .t the 
s:_lmc. The Premier. if I 111n\· be pe1'n1ittcd to 
Ui'C th0 '\·ord, has "cribbed " hn_nh: hour; 
from tlH' CmnLtif-tcc. · 

ThP SPE.-\ KER: Orckr! I wonlrl point 
ont to the hon. gf'ntl01nan that we an' now 
d0alln~~ Y<:ith t}-_c r0~olntion .,.~th reference to 
t-~1c l..cgi:;l ·tlYf' As-.:rn1bhT. .tns ren1ark. 
haY0 no bearing on thfltc resolution at ail. 
ThP h~l'\ \Yi11 _h~yo an. opp0ytunit:v 
Inter, If ne so of (~l:"CUr:',lDg thlS ques-
tion. 

:llr. SlY\ YYE: It eee"os that this r0solu
Hon directl;T nff(•d,, the Lc~;i::.;Jativ2 r\SsPmbly, 
nnd I am now dr·oling· with the r__,tion~ of the 
L0gisl: tivc As~Pmbly. 1 hope. ~fr. Sprakcr, 
1·on will rcrmit lllC' to hrinc: the 111atL•r un 
h· re. \Y0 find tl1at ~OlY!f' o£ t-hf' timr that is 
allo'l eel for the (1iscnssion of the E .. Jin1atcs 
has 1F•Pn taken fl'om U". lTnder thf' svP.h::'D1 
in vog-nt1 tbi:-: ~c<:ion the sixteen daYs' have 
t~ecn r~~hwod by t;\'C'rt.v honrf;. A.:" "?i1 knovv, 
tnp or:-1l11nry jY- r1wrnpr:tnry rla;T 1" f-lX hour:-:;, 
which lTIC<llB thnt ~ixh•0n dnvs of ~ix houL~ 
ench s}v;uld be al1oi-t0d for the! consid0ration 
of the Estimates: but. thrcugh the systPm of 
~ittin::; in thE:' n1ornln2: and rutting- ·"ome of 
tJ. time 0ff th:: n1o:·ning- sltting-, and count
ing- that. a whol0 c1av, and sitting ngain jn th0 
oftrrnoon :1J1cl rnHing !"OillC> of th0 t.im0 off 
thP aftr.rnoon s~ttlng and counting e>ach as a 
whole da:v. f>omething lik0 twPntv hours hlvP 
lwc~ lD't. Of the apnroximate amount of 
:823.000.000. reprc,enting the <'xpenditme 
from Consolidated Revenue. Trust and 
SpPeial Funds. and thP Loan Fnnd, ~omc
thing lib £16.000 000 went through without 
di~rus~lon of anv kind. A mon~rf't thP votes 
that w0 had no' opportuPitv of ron:::idering
were the Department of Agriculture and 

[Jh. Swm;ne. 

Stock, the Department of Pul,1ic Instruction, 
the Department of 1.-finf''', the Dt~part!:nent of 
Rttilways. the expenditure from Trn t ttnd 
SpeciaJ Fnnds, including the State Enter
priscB Department. I hay·c a CJnotation "·hich 
appcar.;d in the " CouriPr " a fQ\\T days ago, 
which I think t'mphasjs~?:-< the rH'C(1 fc;r a full' 
considPrFJtion of thos" :;:.ubj,x·h .. ,.-rhich we have 
bc'e:J debating-. It states-

" A very serious statcn1011t ha.s been 
rnado regc1rding the State Entcl'pri:KS in 
Queensland. 'Tlw White l\Icrcrrntilc 
Gazette' on Saturday L,;t sav.o: 'The 
country has a right to' dr~~1and fin inquiry 
into the whole of the Stat' Ent,,·pri,es. 
\Ye cannot regard the official figures a-; 
reliable.' 

" This cmnn1cnt i;; frnn1 a \Vl'iter nrctn
tomcd to dr-al with the (''tatcs o.ncl to 
{' ·tin1atc the ::t~~ots and liahilitios of 
eomn1ercial affairs. and it ecrtainlv war
rants Yc-r.v carrfu] i;'quir~. It nla;T bt 
that the comncr< ial mind and the official 
n1incl would hayc difr'er011t ~tandards in 
c timating the y~ 1uc of a bu~in• ~s con
cern.'' 

The SPEAKRR: Orclcr ! The hon. rm m
her n1u~t know that he- .,sill hnY0 D!1 oppor
tunity of di~cu-.:sing the State Entcrprisp.s on 
the Trust Fund E~tirnate;_,. " 

l\1r. SWA Y:'\E: I \Yish to point out there 
arc not l\\'0 hours left. and that \YC haYe 
bc"n deprived of nn opportnnlt,\· of dis
Ctl' ·mg so,ncthing- like £17.000.000. Pre
\·ions Governments, in order that the dif
ferent votes 1night he dis-cn<;;:-<c·d, ~trrrtc>d ouc 
H'ssion at one c~rl of i he E-timatcs, and the 
next sr~<;',ion nt the othn· c•r··L eo that eat'h 
\-ote .,,-as di-.:cu- ~cd at ka .. t E'YPr..- J .\-cars. 
I understand the Premier wn_; lF the 
lead-or of the Opposition to rlo 'onwthing like 
t.hat th1s vear. and I l11Klcrl"t:=tnd that he 
tofu od. \Vhv? Is not his a et ion open to 
th0 con.strnrt~on that he has ,-.;omething to 
f'Onccal? I IYi-.h to drn'.'- Y01H attcntioll to 
tile 111anncr in v,-hich eYCrv'thing in the ~·a~~ 
of dC'lih.,ra ti..-e dis-c11~"~Dn 'is nov;,T nreYc-11tcd 
in Parlia:t":cnt. Durin~:r the ]s~t Sf''·-sion. whjch 
ln,·tcd just OYCT trn wrrk·;::, occup~7 jn-.- about 
forty da~·s. thirty-two Bills were pnt throug-h. 
The E~tlrnat0s occupl·-.fl ~r~-entr>l'n cla: of that 
tin10 The " O'ao-" ·durino- that seso;;ion '"~ts 
ap]-)licrl.fort:T fin~C'S, ~ud C:';; i\Y(;t~:-tw~ occa-
1'1ons w1thout anv dJ·- ·'us~1on be 1nl)" r~ llOYred. 
The> dPf(enPrat-ion: if I Dlfl~~ be allowt>rl t.o llSO 

that term, of p crliament is the increase. 
\Ye have no\V b0cn in n hont nine 
\"!:,·cek~. and the "gag " hc•-:-n npp11ecT 
thirtv-six tim0s. Th0 S< ..;ion is not VC't oYer. 
I th'illk the " gfl g " rrcord of last sc-.;p.}on 
will l1c eclipsed t.his se~sjon--T honr r.ot. Th"" 
indication6 arc that snrh will b0 thP rase. 
On ten orca~ion~ the " ~:,ag" ,,-ns app1ied 
·without any d\ cns-:~ion 1wing- ~.llo '~·crl. on 
nine orrn~1ons it \Y"!" appljrd on the cast
inn· Yoto of the Sp0ak0r. nnd on fift00n 
or~n::<ions on the casHJJrr Yotc of thr Chair~ 
rnan. The buc;;iness hn.-.:, h00n ~o ru~hf:'d that 
,_,,ffirient time is not giYcn to the proper
conduct of the busimcs of the conntrv. Three 
or four '\Yceks ag:o. ns rerctar~.; of the 
Country partv, I apnroldkd the Premier, 
::tnd a~kcd if he would receive ~ deputation 
rccrarding rQrtain rc:;::olntions in connection 
\';;lfh the franc"Clsc, ro-mwrative indu·-;trini 
entcrpris0s, eo-opera tivc tran1v.-a:. s, and the 
sugar industry? 

The TREASURER: \Vhat did I tell the hon. 
rnernber? 
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Mr. SvYAY:\"E: So far the hon. gentlema::l 
has not had time to make a date, aud the only 
conclusion \\-'8 ran coniC to is that he is so 
rushing business through that he has not got 
time to do his dutv. \Y c can onlv conclude 
that for various reasons-perhaps the Fedora! 
eledions, and perhaps the risky and pre
carious condition of the Government-that 
the GoYernment are resolved to forego all 
political decency and get into recess as soon 
as they can. The business of the country is 
sacrificed. \Ve have not had an opjlortunity 
{)f deliberating on most important matters. 
Very often a question is put through by 
1ncaL"' of the " gag " before a speaker on 
this side has had an opportunity of discussing 
it. You must remember that all this is done 
by a Government representing a minority of 
the people. A,mcjority of something like 
20,000 people said that this Government were 
not to rule them. I ;mu! d like to quote 
fro1n "Burko's Speeches" his opinion regardT 
ing the mdhods of carrying on Parliament 
and of what Parliament should be-

" But gov,~rnJncnt and legislation are 
n1attcrs of reason and judgn1ent, and not 
of inrlination; and, vvhat sort of reason 
i' that in which the determination pre
cedes the discus,,ion: in which ono set of 
men cleliberat ' Ullll another decide. ,. 

Further on he states-
,, Parliament Is not a congress of 

ambassadors from different and hostile 
intere-;ts; which interests each must main
tain, as an agent and advo~;atc, against 
other agents and advocates; but Parlia
lll{'llt is a deliberative assemblv of ono 
nation, with one interest, that of the 
whole; where, not local purposes. not 
local prejudices ought to guide, but the 
general good, resulting from the general 
reason of the whole." 

I ask hon. members, and I ask the country 
at large, how far the Queensland Parliament 
has degenerated from the very high standard 
laid down in that speech. It must be obvio11s 
what the country has lost in that regard. 
Hon. mmnbers opposite used to claim tha-;; 
Parliament should med about Julv o,nd 
<Jarry on till the end of the year; but now. 
when they are in power, we have these ru'h 
seb-:·ions, and there is no tirne given for a 
proper consideration of the various matters 
brought forward. vV e know what study and 
research is required to get the full strength 
of the amendments brought forward in many 
Bills, but we have no time to givo the Bills 
proper attention. It looks as if the time )'ad 
<trri,,cd when the people should cons1der 
whether ther ought to allow anything to be 
voted for the upkeep of a Parliament such 
as this Parliament has been debased into. 

Mr. GLEDSON (lp1rich): \Ve fi1cd hon. 
members opposite are quite willing to have 
a Parlian!cnt so long as i:lH'Y arc in rontrol 
of it. \Vhnt thcv object to is a Parliament 
whi,•h is C'ontro1icd by the worl;.:rrs or the~ 
Labour partv. At 01io time in the historv 
of the ,,rorlc( the wmkc; s had no say at all 
in the goyernment of a conntry; they had no 

po\VC'l' to 0L"'ct rcprt:-;C'ntatiYf'.S to 
[4.30 p.m.] Par!ianwn\c: ar.d Parliament was 

run bv those who controlled the 
financial instituti"o!L'i and the big busin£>'> 
of th0 conntn·, who \YNC able to -do jmt as 
thev liked. Hon. mPmbers opnnsitc sa:,- that 
Pa1:1irnnent ~hou.kl not bP carriod on brcau -o 
thev themseh·.: ba\'O lost control of this 
Pai·Iiamcnt. It is a good thing- for the 

people of Queensland that the Labocu· party 
lunG had control of l'arliament during the 
past SP\~en or e1ght yPars. It would be u 
case of God help Queensland to-da"c if l'ar
iiamcnt had not been con,tituted dctrino' the 
pa, c fe-w years as this Parliarneut has 

0

b( en 
constituted. I am please J that this vote is 

so large as forn1erly, and that we aro 
to conduct tho bu:-)ine ~s of the countrv 

1vith one Hou'fl of Parliament. The on!~ 
emnplaint of hon. 1nornLcrs opposite_' i:s tha"t 
the bus!nes:s of. the . cou11try is' being con
du_cted 1n a bus1nc~:Fhke way, that it jg not 
bmng retarded: and that the l)adiarnent of 
Queen~luncl is lcglsla.ting iu the interests of 
the people of ~he State and is carrying on 
the bu~mess ot the coumry mdcpendcnt of 
those wno would try to throw cold water upon 
the work of this Parliarncnt. rThls Parlia
ment has done a good work since the abolition 
of the Legislative Council. \\Te do not want 
~0 go back to the days \V hen Pa rlian1ent \VaS 
controlled by {inanciu 1 illstitutions-,vhen 
Parliament 1vas under the tbumb of the big 
l;u~I.r:t>s organ1sat1ons~but vYe ·wa11t to keen 
1'araament representative of the people, and 
controlled by men \Vho arc elected ho;u 
among the orkers, and, ''hi le we do that 
we shall be doing good work. ' 

:\Ir. COLLIXS (Bowcn): I '"ant to adYo
c 'cte somethwg that I have been advocating 
for n Illlmber of years-that is that " I-Inn
sard " should be circuh>tPd fr~,e to all the 
people who make application for it. If en;r 
there was a good illu,tmtiOii of what I am 
trying to g~t at, it h<to; occurred during the 
present session of Padiarncnt. If the bulk 
uf the people of Queensland, instead of rcad
rng the garbled reports that appear in the 
Press, were to get " Hamnd,'' thev would 
then know the weakness of the Opposition, 
and they would know how thev have been 
exposed by members on this "side of the 
House. In this Yote we have £6 000 dm1 n 
for "Hansard " and other priiltir~o- ancl it 
1rould only cost an extra thousand' or two 
more i? let the people of Queendand know 
;~hat r.s really happening in Parliament. 
l here 1s no one \vho suffe1.:. more than we 
who reprEsent the North, because, first of all, 
we are mlsrcprescnt,'d m the Brisbane Press 
ar>d then we are further misrepresented who~ 
our speeches are telegraphed to the news
papers circulating in the North. and the 
people of .the North !<now Yery little of what 
1s happenmg m l'arhamcnt. 

~ want, ulso, to say a ,,;ord of praiso on 
!; nalf of ihe "Hansarcl" stafF. I find verv 
nttle to alter in the reports. At the same 
tJme, I often v onder how the m em hers of 
thestafi arc able to report at all. \Ye had 
an Illustration a few _moments ago. when the 
hS~: lllCn1ber for Alirani was speaking. 
1\ n~le I may be a little deaf, I am not so 
dca, th~t I cannot hear if a member speaks 
np a b1t; and ho-w "Hansard" is a hiP to 
rt port the hon. 1nornbcr for iVIirani i~ a. 
n;\':tC'i·y t? me. ~ urggc~t to hin1 ih,lt he 
: lloukt ·wntc out lns spf'echcs and hand them 
up to tho "flansRrd '' staff. (GoYernmcnt 
laughter.) I have to tak<' rr lot of trouble to 
f; ~~ t~ kuow whn,t th0. hon. n1c cd1Pr fnr 
~\lirau1 and other hon. n;cmber;;; sitt1ncr on 
that siUe of thr I-Ion~r nut,v EJ.Y. nnd ~Yhat 
nne <;r t\YO nH~mbors itbng on thi"' :::ide ~av 
too) Ina~rnnch <h I haYc to rc'ld '' IInn.;;n_rd·,; 
to g-et !o kno\v what tho~e hon. gcntlcmt~n 
hn \-e Fa 1d. 

In rf'ferencc to the <lrg-onerocv of Parlia
ment, I had the pleasure or- the pain-

lilT. Co7Tins./ 
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whatcYcr you like to call it-of sitting on the 
other side. of the House for three years, and 
I say from rny place behind the Gover11n1ent 
that Parlian1ent it:> no nwrc degenerate to-day 
than it was when I tsat in oppo~ition in 1909, 
1910, and 1911. The only sign of deg~rwracy 
that I can see i~ in the present Opp~ sitJon 
forces. \Yhen we eat on that side of the 
House as a Labour party, v.·e had a p1·o
gran1n1e, and "\YC ,,-ere able to place tl;at 
progranu11e before Parliam.cnt and before 
the people of Quven~land in ar1 ietclligcnt 
rn~-;.nncr. 

~Ir. ~tiOHG.\.~: -You were not stifled then. 

1Ir. COLLll'\ S': \Y c were stifled just as 
n1uch then a~ nh···nbers on the other side have 
bcl'n stifled while the Labour Govcrntne~lt 
h:-:ve been ill p0\\'()1'. ..:-\t any rate, we were 
abl0 to put our yiev..-.~ before Parliament and 
bcforl' the countr,_,: at large in an iutclligcnt 
1nunnor. 

I hope the Prcinicr v.-ill giye 2erious con
sideration to n1y 1n·oposal in regard to 
'· Hansard.)) I do not sav that "Hansard ' 
should be sent out to e\:orv elector on the 
roll. All I ask i' that it should be sent freo 
to eycry pen·.un \Yho Inako~ application for 
it, becausp I believe in encouraging an intel
lii;cnt public opi11lon outside Parlia1nent; 
and, if thcr:' are people \vho do taKe an 
interest in the doings of Parljamcnt, thry 
should, if they ~o v.-ish, have •· Hansard" sent 
to then1 free. That is the only v. av "S1'e can 
get a healthy pnbhc opinio11~ A~ we all 
kno\Y-it ii3 no tbC :mincing n1atters-the 
Pros::: of th • Con1mon\vea1th is passing into 
the hgiH.ls of a few pCl'bOtB, who se0 k to 
nwuld public opinion fron1 their Yicwpoint, 
not from the yie~spoiut Gf the working-class 
n1oveu1ent, a \Ve ;;;eek to 1nould it. There is 
no better place in which to mould public 
opinion than h~rc in J)urliamcnt, and I hope 
thut I shall ll\·e to see the day when tho 
idea. of scndi11g " lla11~ard " free to every 
perscm who make'i upplication for it \Yill be 
carried out 

:\lr. POLLOCK iGreuory): I think thoro 
is ~on1cthing in the argunu~nt adduced by 
the hon. 1Ykl11bt'r for Bo,,-en that should com
nlcnd it-,elf to tho::Sf hon. lllC'lY!bcr;:; who have 
a st•:nsc of fairness. It is vcrv well knoY\'ll 
that the doing·s of Parliament ~ue not fairly 
conveyed to tho pnb1ic by our newspapers. 
I u1n not particular];-;ing ono :-cction of the 
Prc~s 1nore than another; but it is true that 
the big interests opposed to the Labour party 
naturally control rnost of tfio newspapers. 
They practicallv ha Ye control of the daily 
Prcs, o£ the Comnwnwcalth, and for that 
rea on the Labour party nece~o;:arily 1nust be 
the chief sufferer. I \\·onld like to say in this 
connccrioa that public opinion in Queensland 
to-daY i:-; (_:Jntrolled L" one DH1n-the editor 
of thC '' Courier,'' whO is supposed to know 
cr;cr!~thing from "A'' tu " Z" about th~ 
~ondtF't of the affairs of the State, and 
CYerything elso that happens \vithin the 
State. His opmwns arc sent broadcast 
throughout the State iwcl to practical!:- every 
country newspaper in Qucen~land. The 
" Courie-r" is the chief rcntre fron1 which 
Prcs·,~· telc-gran1s are s:_•nt, and, consequontlv 
onl:v the opinions of the " Couri<:...'r'' are seDf 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
State. If anything can be done in the way 
suggested by the hon. member for Bowen !t 
\Vjll giYe us an opportunity of con1batinrr the 
·wild assertions and n1isstatcrncnts that' are 
published in this way, I for one shall be 
very glad. 

[Mr. Collins. 

\Yith regard to the statement that Parlia
ment is degenerating, I '\\'ant to remiud 
OlJposition nwmbcrs that that is about the 
nJG..;t dangerous argu1nent they could use~ 
They st~cn1 to be Ycry n1uch concorHed about 
what thev term the low standard reached 
by Parlia-ment. In my opinion the quickest 
\ivav to ~( ·nrc anarchv is to make Parlia1nent 
-the- tribur:al of th~e peoplo-rid]culou.'l in 
the eyo, of the people. Or:cr the people 
bc-lieYc that Parlia1nent contai11-3 nothing but 
a eollccticn of i-dicts. it will not be yory long 
before the• public \Yill make an dfort to get 
rid of it and :3tJb.~titutr~ ~on1cthing else. I 
believe that l)arllclncnt, under OlJr denJo
cratic s:>, t.·'m of gOV('rrunent, is son1ething 
that \YC ohould be proud of. 

:Mr. :\IonGAN: It would not bo a Parliament 
of free spL'N·h if you had y~'ur way. 

1\Ir. POLLOCK: That i·. another of those 
ex-parte 'tatcmcmts y,-hich tlie hon. member 
rnakt's. l-Ie \Y<-LS one who voted eighty-seven 
tinlf''3 1 before this Goycrnment can1o into 
office, in one sitti11g of Parlian1ent, to prevent 
Labour n1embcrs fron1 discussing various 
principles. 

Mr. l,loRGAX: That is not true. 
l\Ir. POLLOCK: On the Elections Act 

Amendn,cnt Dill in 1913 the hon. member 
Yoted on eighty-seven different occasions 
ono night for the " gag" and "guillotine" 
to stifle hoe speech h.v members of the 
L?~bour party who were then sitting in Oppo
sition. Tho hon. member for 1\lirani and 
the hon. nwmher for Toombul and other 
hon. 1Tie1nbC'rs who are now crving out 
bcc:wse the " g-ag'' is being applied to them 
also voted cighty-scvC'n tirnes on the same 
occasion to stifle discussion be- Labour 
member,. The '' gag " was not -introduced 
into the AsFemblv bv this Government. It 
\Yas introduced bY a~ Government vvhirh waa. 
supported b,y nu1ny bon. n1embcrs oppo;;:.itc, 
and so \Vas thP " gniUotine." \Yh.v do hon. 
members opposit' cry out about taking their 
own medicine when it is not administered 
by their friends? 

31r.- Svv.\.YXE: Goycrnn1cnt members occu
pied a far greater portion of time in the
debate on "Outdoor Relief' than members 
on this side. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Opposition members be
come so ohsc'ssed with the fact that the\' are 
here to put. their views before the country 
that they naturally become annoyed whan 
Go,·crnmcnt men1bers exercise their right to 
speak on rtny question. \Ye ha vc foolishly 
allowed Opposition mcmbr rs to control the 
pages of " Hansard" for the last four or five 
years. Xight after night we have listened 
while they have made all sorts of sbtemcnts, 
and it was Yery rarely that a member on 
the GO\·ernmcnt side felt it incumbent to 
1nakc any reply. In the discussion on " Out
door Relief," GoYernrnont Inen1bers gave 
hon. membc·rs opposite a gruelling. Although 
hon. n1·t~mbers opposite \verc very loud in 
thPir denunciation of that vote, before the 
end of the discussio!1 they were Yery glad 
to apologise for their opposition to it. 

Mr. J .. JoxES: I neYcr apologise€!. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member onlv 
spoke for about two minutes, so that he did 
not haYe time to apologise. Owing to the 
attitude of the newspapers and certain hon. 
members oppositcJ. and of persons who want 
to get into the House, a report is being 
circulated outside that Parliament has 
degenerated. Parliament has not degener
ated. Just for the sake of gaining a 
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temporary political adyantagc and of ousting 
this party from office. hon. m9mbers opposite 
and the Press outside are prepared to try 
and make the public belieYo that this Cham
ber has degenerated by the use of unfair 
tactics. That is a most ·" erious and damaging 
staten1ent to n1ake. "=,Iav." in his "Parlia
Illf'ntary Practice," deals \yith this. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER: He does not deal with a 
Parliament like this. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is the only Parliament 
that the hon. member has been in. I may 
sav that the hon. member came here with a 
bc;bble reputation v:hich hcs been Yery effec
tively pricked ~inc0. " May." t~\velfth 
edition, lay,; it down on page 294-

" It is obYiousiv nn becoming to permit 
offensive oxprt~.:..sions ag-ainst tho char
acter rtnd conduct of Parliament to be 
used vvithout rebuke; for thev arc not 
only a contempt of that high court, but 
are calculated to degrade the legislature 
in the estimation of the people." 

" l\Iay" la:,7 s dovvn certain very definite 
punishments whi('h m8y be inflicted b:i Par-
1iarl!'ent on any mu11bcr who attempts to 
point out that Parliament is being degraded, 
and I hope that onr Standing Orders will be 
very effectively used while I am a member 
of the Homo. It is a very dangerous thing, 
not only when hon. member'' attempt to 
deg-radn the status of Parliament, but when 
ne~vspapors att.empt to do the same thing. 
I believe that action oug·ht to be taken by 
the Governrnent sevcrolv to censure news
papers which say that r"arliament is becom
ing degraded. If hon. members opposite 
wf're to be returned to power to-morrow, and 
hon. men,bers of this party took their seats 
on the Opposition benches, the very same 
r•apers would say that Parliament had 
become a sane, den1ocrntic institution. 
ILauo;hter .) 

3;Ir. VOWLES interjected. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: Since I have been in the 
House I have noticed that most of the 
trouble comes from hon. members who have 
just arrived in th8 Chamber, and who have 
not a sense of the f1tne•s of things. 

Mr. VowLES: \Ye have ideals. 

Mr. POLLOCK: On the c,nestion of ideals, 
I might say that hon. Inembers opposite 
could do a little n,orc to enable us to main
tain the high tn.dition thct Parliaments have 
attained in all parts of the world. I believe 
that the timf' is coming when members of 
the Opposition. as well as members of the 
Government party, will have to ;;,tand up and 
sPc that the characc :•r of this Chamber is 
protcct!'d. and I hope that that time is not 
Ycrv fflr distant. I 1hink that the abuse of 
tl](: newspapers ond tlwir action in attempt
ing to make the public believe that this is 
an undemocratic institution should be effec
tiYely stopped. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore. 
Chi/lrt(!or): The hon. member for Mirani 
raised tho point that Oppmition members 
aild others were being depriYcd of the libert7 
of fairly discussing the Estin,at<>'• of the 
various departments. He seemed to be 
labouring under the somev;hat extraordinary 
delusion that he had been " gagged." 

Mr. BRAND: So he was. \Ye have ali been 
"gagged." 

The TREA~URER: I belie,-e that the 
hon. member for Bm·rum only arrived in this 

House the year before last, and he sets him
self up, wh, 11 I am making a speech, to 
lay down high principles and give us the 
advanhtge of his parlir,mentan· knowledge. 
I do not take any notice of the hon. member, 
because I do not think he is fit to constitute 
himself an authority. 'l'ho hon. member for 
:'<1irani sat behind the GoH,rnment ,,-hich was 
in ofRco when the number of days to be 
allotted for Supply was decided upon. 

1\lr. SW.\YKE: The expenditure was not half 
.as rnuch thC'n as it is now, and if th( re as 
not time to discue' the whole of the depart
nu:~nts one year, \VC took t.hmn in a different 
ordu- the following year so as to get a 
dr;cu---non on the departments which had not 
b('en discussed the previous year. 

The THEASL7RER: If the time allowed 
for the consideration of the Estimates must 
be gaug• d in accordance with the amount of 
muney appropriated, instead of the sevcnt.een 
days now allowed in the Federai Parlia
~nent, whore th~y appropriate £80,000,000 
rrom tb,, consolidated revenue two or three 
yoal'b '"~ ould bo required. On 't.ho same argu
ment, how much time would be allowed 
in the British .HousG of Commons, where they 
appropnato £800,000,000 from consolidated 
re":e?ue: As a 1nattcr of fact, la:::t year the 
Bnt1sh IIous'l of Commons occupied four 
and a-half days in consideration of the 
departmental E,timatos. 

~.!r. FLETCHER: The Standing Orders should 
allow so much time for each department. 

Thr TREASUHER: Why did not the hon. 
mcrnbcr suggest that? IIon. members oppo
site now find that seventeen days arc not 
sufficient time for discussing the Estimates. 
As a matter of fact, hon. members opposite 
arc real tim2-wastors. There arc seventeen 
parliamentary days allotted, and sixteen days 
have already passed. Hon. members oppo
site talked three days on the Estimates of the 
Chief Secretary's Department, when practi
caliy all the speeches came from that side of 
the House. At any ratP, the majority of the 
speeches came from the Opposition. I think 
that sevent·'en days are ample for the dis
cussion of Estimates in a State like Queens
land, hewing n'gard to the importance of the 
rc.atters which come np here for discussion. 
That time is quite ample for the discussion 
of the Appropriation Estimates and other 
votes that come heforo Parliament. 

Mr. SwAYNE: Ye·, if you do not stonewall 
them. 

The TREASGRER: In the State of New 
York, where they have a p~pulation. ':'f 
6.000,000 or more, the State Legiolature JS m 
session for only three months of the J oar. 
and in that period they consider Supply and 
all matters of legislation and administration 
that should come before Parliament. The 
Opposition want, the Queensland Parliament 
to sit for nine months. They are mere time
_,·ast<'rs. Thev do not want Parliament to 
get on with "bu,ine: s. I would not mind 
l'arliament sitting for four or six months if 
wo were doing busine"s; but what the Oppo
sition want is, not to do business, but to 
take up the country's time in slandering and 
hlaclqruarcling the Govcmment and criticising 
the administration. Hon. members opposite 
wish to have a prolonged sesc.ion, but have 
no desire to do any business. The idea of 
Parliament is to pass legislation. The polic,,. 
of the Opposition has been to hold up all 
the Bills that have been introduced this 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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sec.sion. They have held up Bills, discussed 
them, and divided upon them on every occa
siOn that they have had the opportunity in 
.this Chamber. 

Mr. VowLES: Name one Bill. 

The TRK\SURER: The Primary Pro
ducers' Organisation Bill. 

Mr. VowLES: How did we hold it up? 

The TREASURER: By making long 
speeches. Wa> not an anwndment moved on 
the second reading of that Eill? 

Mr. VoWLES: Yes. 

The TREASURER: The Opposition are 
time-wasters, and no doubt there will be 
further time wasted by them. I think that, 
when we allot sevcntllen days for the Esti
mates, that gives ample time for the discus
sion of the Estimates of every department. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Why not distribute the time 
over the different departments? 

The TRK.\.SURER: That Is m hon. 
members' own hand,· 

M1~. FLr.rrrHF.R ~ H ls not. It is in your 
hands. 

The TREASURER: l-Ion. members oppo
site can speak on every vote, er lot them go 
through. If they had adopted a wise policy, 
they would have divided the time over the 
different departments; but they took up an 
extraordinary attitude. 

Mr. VowLES: You started to stonewall. 

The TREASURER: Hon. members oppo
site occupied four and a-half days on the 
Home Secretary's Estimates, and yet they 
allowed the Treasurer's Estimates to go 
through in ten minuth on Friday night. I 
just point that out to show how the depart
mental Eetimates wore discussed. This refrac
tory attitude of the Opposition has only been 
a recent development. It is quite true that 
there were one or two departments that were 
not discussed last year : but in 1920 every 
vote was discussed <except the Estimates of 
the Railway Department. 

Mr. FLETCHER: No; we did not discuss the 
Estimates of the Trust Funds. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member will 
get about fo;·ty mir;utes all_ to him~elf ~n a 
moment so 1f he Will rcfram from mteq ect
inrr I ~ill 'finish what I hav.e to say. I was 
poi~ting out that in 1920 we discussed eve.ry 
.-ote except the Railways, Trust and Spemal 
Funds, Loan Fund, and Supplementary 
Estimates. In 1921 the department.; that were 
not discussed were Agriculture, Public In
struction, Mines, Trust and Special Funds, 
Loan Funds, and Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. VOWLES: Why? 
The TREASURER.: Because the Opposi

tion unwisely wasted time on the earlier 
votes. Take the years prior to 1920, and you 
will find that for the six years prior to 1920 
every vote was discm,scd. 

GovERJo<MENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The TREASURER: In 1914 every vote 
that was brought before tho Committee was 
discu"ed; at least, I should say_ that oppor
tunity was given for the discussiOn of every 
vote 'T'he automatic operation of the Stand
ing Orders did not prevent the discu~sion of 
anv vote in 1914. Every vote was d1 'cussed 
in '1915 and opportunity was given to discuss 
every v'ote again in 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919. 

[Hon. E. G. TheocloTe. 

;yrr. VowLES: \Yhy don't you alter the order 
of the Estimates? 

The TREASURER: I was quite prepared 
to alter the order of the Estimates. 

l\1r. VoY:Lzs: No, you were not. You 
refused. 

The TREASURER: :"Jot at all. The hon. 
gentleman interjected tbat he wanted to dis
cuss tlw Trust Funds Est.imates before we had 
completed the Revenue Estimates. and I was 
quite prepared to agree to alter the order in 
,,·hich the Estimates should be taken for 
the different departments. The hon. gentle
man, however, wanted to discuss the Trust 
Funds before we had completed the Revenue 
Estimates, and I could not agree to that. 
I do not know of anv occasion where the 
Trust Funds have beer! discussed and appro
priat,ed before the Revenue Estimates, and 
I could not agree to it. EYcr ~incc the tin1e 
limit for consideration of Estimates '"as first 
introduced by the Kidston Gov<'mmont, the 
Yarious votr,s ha ,~e been discussed in this 

ay every year. r_rhere arc many hon. mem
bers opposite' wbo supported the Kidston 
Administration and after·,, ards i he llenharn 
Administration. The leader of the Opposi
tion and the hon. niornber for Mirani sup
ported the Denham Administration, and thev 
never said anything about tho operation o'f 
the Standing Orders in those days. 

J\1r. SWAYNE: \Ye altered the order every 
year. 

The TREASL:RER : In 1913 the balance of 
the railway ''otP, and the Yole,.; for the Trust 
and Special Funds. the Loan Fund, and 
Supplementary Estimates '\'OH' put through 
under the "guillotine." In 1912 the balance 
of the Loan Fund and the Supplementary 
Estimates were put through under the " guil
lotine." In 1911 the balance of the votes for 
the Department of Justice, Chief Secretary, 
Executive and Legislative, Trust and Special 
Funds, Loan Funds, and Supplementary 
E4imates wore all put through under the 
" guiJlotine. :• 

ll1r. VO\YLES: Yo1. talked it out. 

The TREASURER: Parliament talked it 
out. The Opj1osition of those days did not 
n1ake any " grouch " such as the pref- ""nt 
Opposition are 1naking just novv, because 
the " guillotine " stifled them. Hon. mem
bers sat con,·placently in opposition at that 
time. However, the Opposi lion of those days 
did not foolishly waste their time. In 1910 the 
balanre of the votes for the departments of 
Public Lands, Agriculture, Public Instruction, 
Mines, Railways, Trust and Special J!unds, 
Loan Fund, and Supplementary Estimates 
were put through under the " guillotine." 
Prior to that under the old Liberal Adminis
tration, unlimited ti1ne was given for discuss
ing the Estimates: and what ha pp 'ned? In 
all the yr ars before 1909, when the time 
limit came iuto operation, the Governments 
got through their votes by sitting all night. 
Sometimes thov also sat througn the whole 
of th? next d"ay and the following night. 
When the Opposition of those days started to 
obstruct, the Government simply continued 
to sit all round the clock and put the Esti
mate" through. That was a more effective 
" gag" than having seventeen days. In 1909 
tho scYcntecn days' time lin1it -was brought in 
and agreed to b"y both parties. It was con
sidered that with scYrnteen days there could 
be a reasonable discussion of the Estimates in 
reasonable hours. The old barbarous system 
of passing millions of mone'jl in the small 
hours of the morning was done a way with, 
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and we now have a rational and reasonable 
Y.'ay of carrying out that procedure. In the 
Federal Parliament millions are passed with
out five minutes' discussion. Night aft·cr 
night they sit for long hours, hoping to wear 
down the Opposition. It is nothing but an 
endurance test the way the Estimates arc 
put through in the Federal Parliament. I 
~ay that \YC have a rnoro rational \Vay of doing 

things in Queensland. lt is om1 
[5 p.m.] which hon. members will realise 

is rea~onablc, if they consider it 
-inlpartia1l:,-. In my opinion, if we want to 
'~et to real btnincss and the consideration 
and of measures which are required 
by country, hon. members ·will be content 
to take less than seventeen days on the 
Estin1af·~S. \Vhat does discUS"·ion on the 
E~timatl c:. amount to, aftr•r all'? A ''reary, 
dreary debate, hour after hour, day after 
day, on ono voto or one clepartn1e!1t.. It does 
r;ot lcMl to a frnitful discuosion of the ques
tion. bPfol'o thu CoiLnlittPC; it i~ only stone-

alling, tinle-\nv·'iHg. Plld) to a. large 0"~:.tent, 
it is cl'Y and usrcless a'Hl doe· not 
result a11y good to the country or any-
Loth If hon. member; hctvc reason-

. '\Yhich theY vvn nt discussed, 
haYc an1plc opportnn'jty in the coln;;;e 

:-:;c:;,"ion to pnt their arguments before 
and have t1wrn con~id0rcd; 

·;actics of the Uppo~ition of talking 
on r:ln1o~t all (!UC~tions get tl-tcn1 

nowlJe.,_ ·. They do not even ·wait for a reply. 
~'They rmt up pcaker after -pcakcr, \Yho, w·ith 
weary reiteration, repeat the san1c argnnH.'nt·, 
imprc 5~ng nobody, but simpJy confol'lninr; to 
what is required of them hy their ncwcpapc•r 
·wtsters outside. 

J\h. VO\VLES (Dalby): Li,tcning to the 
dcfen,:e of the TrcaE<urer. one is reminded 
of the hacb1cyed old '"''ing that "A guilty 
conscience needs no a.f?cu-ser." He has told 
u·, that rq)plications ha vo been 1na.dc to 
hirrt by 1nc for a cPrta:in arrangen1cnt of 
the hnsine.'s on the E;,timfltcs. If the hon. 
gTntlcnnn '.:ill cast hi4 mNnory back, and if 
h., will look at "Hans;;rd," he will recollect 
that. when the Esti1na.tcs \vere begun, I 

,ked him what departrrwnt he was taking 
first. and he said. "Ir- accorc]anc o \Yith the 
E:3tiniatr>s," I said, "It has been the prac
tjsp to discuss in sul~r;,;equcnt years those 
departments which \Yerc not reached the 
11rcviou3 yrar." lie said, "';Vc are going 
to take the Estimate~ according to the order 
you have there," and a.way he went. 

The PRE:IIIER: DoeR thB hon. gm1tleman 
forget that ,:e took the Railway Estimates 
first last Year? 

Mr. VOWLES: Let m0 keep to the point 
-I can deal with that later on. Some days 
passed, and the hon. gentl8man was -.itting 
on the bnrlc bench opposite, a.nd I asked 
him about the matter. I said t.hat it 
a ppearecl to me that th(•re was a determined 
stonewall. and I asked him whether he would 
dpal with the Trust and Loan Fnnds Esti
mates for the various departments as they 
c:<me along. but h" would not give me a 
definite reply. All !w said was that the 
bm:;iness was in our hands. 

The PRE)IIER: Did l not say that we could 
make an arrangement as to the order of 
-departments. but I woulc1 not take the Trust 
Funds before the Revenue Estimates? 

Mr. VOWLES: No. I ask the hon. 
member to look up "Hansard." I saw no 
opportunity of getting tn the important 
votes, involving huge sums of money, in 

1922--A v 

the Trnst and Loan Funds Estimates, and 
asked that we might deal with those Esti
rnates on each departrnent affected as they 
eu.me before us. Our Standing Orders make 
provision that an application rnay bo made 
for an extension of ~l!M· of three days for 
th : .discussion of the J£stimatt·,, and last 
sescion I made such an application. The 
State cntc.,rpri:-:;Ps and v~criuus other important 
items have not bBcn .di~cus·ed. I avpliod 
tJ tho Prmnit:T, in accordance with the 
Standing Ordc1·s, for another three days to 
debate thme matters, but my request was 
refused. EYerybody al various times during 
the discussion o£ these Estimate' must h:1 v" 
come to tho condusir,n that a determined 
attempt wa·~ being made by hon. members 
opposite not to allo·.v the votes for the 
departrnent~; to go thr{)ugh in the stated 
tirnc. I havo seen n1cn1bers of>posito get up 
onn aftd another. It \vas all part of a 
schcrne. Hon. rnon1bor" hero 1;vere silent, 
v, aiting for votes to pu,ss, but wo ha Ye realised 
fron1 the very bc~inniii,S:: that we \vould be 
S11bjectcd to the sam0 tactjcs rrs in th~cJ past, 
and th:tt tho"e items sur1r no StJ.te cnter
pri:Jc~., 1\·hich are open tCJ .su.r:h a great deal 
ot Cl'it]cisrn, wonld not be r)<~l'll1ittod to be 
brought bdoro the C11am ber. 

\V e arc told that Wf n re out of temper 
because our discussion has bPOll stifled to-day. 
Just lot us get back to \Yhat has happened 
thts session. At the bogn'.r~ing of the session we 
h.'d to l'C'Yic~.v our S:anJing Ordc(·s because 
or t}w altered constitvtion of Parliament. 
On0 of the old-time rights of n1f:mhers of 
tl:o OprJOsiticHJ, in fact of all members of 
tlH~ r\ssc1nb!y, \Va~ the right to havo a dis
cus.,ion on the Addreo·• in Reply limited to 
one• hour in the c tRe vt each m em her. The 
Government. b:· force of ·.1U1nbers, curtailed 
lint right, and limited lhP wh0lc di"cussion 
o;l the AtldrP ·3 in Renly to four d~tys, with 
tht' re~ult that. in order to glvc every 
member the opportunit;..· to speak, our 
~pecches had to bP cut doYnl to som0thing 
like twenty minut"s for each member. \Vhr n 
I compla.ined. the Premier said, "You will 
have an c.pportunity tn dcbate all the 
1nattc-rs YOU vvant to discn:,.~ when the Finan
cial SL'tcrnent comf•s along." VYhcn we 
reached that stage. did the Premier stand 
up to hi" promise? 

The TREAS1:REH : You hrttl am plc oppor
tunity. 

Mr. VO\\ .. LES: The hon. g?ntleman 
allowed the debate to go to a. certam stage, 
and then he deliberatelv broke faith with 
a cm·tain number of wen1hers on both sides, 
and applied the "gag." You put the qucs
rion, Mr. Speaker. and the House then 
agreed to t.he Premier's word being broken 
b __ a Yotc of his o\vn part.-:·. Members who. 
according to his promise. were entitled to 
certain privile;scs o>· rights of which they 
were deprived on th0 Address in Reply, 
again had their rights ~tnd privileges cur
tailed, but wo were told that we would have 
tlw right to speak on the Estimates. 'What 
do we find? Just what we expected. It is 
al! part of a plan th~tt the Opposition will 
not be permitted to discuss various matters 
of very great public importance. We are 
told, by way of explanation, tha.t the House 
of Commons in England gets rid of its Esti
mates in four days. 

The TREASuRER : It ie done. 

Mr. VOWLES : Bui has the House 
of Commons to deal with such an extra
ordinary position as we have in the State 

Mr. Vo~ules.] 
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of Queensland to-day? (Government hwgh
ter.) The amount of money there is cer
taiuly bigger, but that does, not matter. 
Ha,·c members of the House of Commons to 
consider whether the money of the com
munity is being frittered away, and have they 
tq do it \Yhen _no particularB are given to 
the representatives of the constituencies? 
Here we are going through a suncy of the 
departments, and what do we f1nd in the 
way of reports? Very few have been laid 
before us. Some of the most important 
have been tabled to-day after \VC have finished 
the departments affected. vYTien ,hall we 
receive the report of the Commissioner of 
Trade and the report of the Auditor-General 
io1 respect of all clepartmcnL' '1 About two 
months after Parliament has a·cljourned ! 
For all -..vc know, a new Parliament nut.y be 
in existence by the time we got tho report 
of the Auclitor-Gencr'll to enahle us intelli
gently to review the subjects with which we 
shonlcl deal to-day. \Vhy all this indecent 
haste? 

The TREASL:RER : To get the business done. 

::\1r. VO\VLES : The cxcnso in olden times 
was that we were gc>tting to the hot \YCathe-, 
-tha.t it was too close to Chri,tmas. Thoro 
is no hot weather now-in fact, it is on the 
cold side-and there 1s no reason 'vhy we 
should have this indecont haste and should 
not carry on in the ordirmry 'way sitting 
from h>e!f-past 3 o'clock in tbc after;,oon till 
about ll o'clock at n·ight Is it a fair thing 
to ask hon. members to put in thirteen hours 
a day, a~ we in opposition are supposed to 
do. It rs easy ":ocmgh for hon. members 
sitting on the Government side. From time 
to tirne a ].rlinistcr conws in and take" char<rc 
of his department; but the rank and f1le 
ha vo nothing to do Ul1less they want to air 
g;·i_:vances. . ~he Opposition arc in. a very 
d1frcrent pos1tl~m. y\ o have to keep m touch 
\nth all that 1s gomg on. whether it be in 
co~noction with departments or with lcgis
la.twn; we have to keep a watchful e·:e on 
a\1 mat!.crs. It is not a fair thing to' keep 
rosponsr ble members of the Opposition in 
this building from 10 o'clock in the morn
ing untiJ aftnr 11 o'clock at 11ight on four 
days a ,yeek. 

The TREAfoURER: It i~ the onlv \vay 111 
1· hich we can get bu•incss through. 

~fr. VO\VLES: They ha Ye not wm·n us 
down y ~t. IF the hon. gcutlt 11a:1 "·ants to 
sit. into the~ night, we arc• quite capable of 
do1ng rt. \\' c kno1.v that th{~ hon. o-pntleman 
hns th. fa u!t;~ for gdting hu irw,; ihc·ouah. 
According to the Standing Order,;. he c m~ot 
pu"h this bu:.:.;inc"~ through 1n anv oth0r waY. 
If l1c could " gag" it, lw ··.,~,ould ha~:o 
·· t ,1ggcd" it long ago. 

Tlw TRE.\SURER: Th0 hon. 
wrong. E..:tin1rltes can be and 
" gagged" before. 

n1ernber !~ 
hctn' been 

::Vh .. ,YO\VLES: The hon. g<'ntlunan r wnot 
.. gag' the ·-(~vcntecn day::;, 

The TRIUScRI:R: \Vhat is there to stop me,, 

Mr. VO\YLES: I wonlrl like to sec tho 
hon. gentlcmctn do it. Ho h:·s bmken fait.h 
with mcrnfcrs in every direction, but he ha~ 
not gone tnat far yet. 

The TREASURER: Hon. mombcr.· have had 
arnple opportunity to discuss all n1attcrs. 

Mr. VOWLRS: They sny thnt the:<· havo 
not. By tho time this session is completed, 

[.Mr. Vowles. 

there will be hon. members sitting ,,n the 
Opposition side who have not CXln·eg,.r d thei1 
o1:inion on any subject. 

::VIr. GLEDSON: Perhaps tlw:: cannot do it. 

::VIr. VO\VLES: I know they cannot
becau<c tlwy are not permitted to do it. 

The TRL\SuRER: \Yhat has p1·cnmbd them? 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman has
by the exercise of the '' gag" in 1nany 
iustanccs. \Vo have not bc~cn g1ven the right 
to rnove a1nendrncnts. Discu~,.,ion has been 
blocked dc~ignedly in 1nany ca~es in order 
that certain 1uattcrs \Yhic..:h the Uovernnh nt 
wa.ntc'rl to a v-oid , hould not be discussed. 
TJu-tt is 1.10 way to carry on the business of 
the country. \Vhat have \VC' been doing this 
afternoon·! Listen to the ligurc's ! Arc they 
not startling·: In the votes ,vhich we \Vere 
pn nludcd front cli8cus::;ing huge ~urns of 
rnoney run11ing into JuJJlions of pounds a.re 
i11volvocL .Hero arc smne of the anlounts-
£l.25C,OOO, £700,000, £600 000, £253,000, 
£1.299,000, £4,738,000, ±:5,438,000, and 
£4,929,000. ::'\ot ono of those Items has been 
di:·CU"sed. Is that a fair thing c 

rrhe TREASURER: It is your 0\Yil fault; you 
ha,Tc been wasting tin10 on trivial rnattcl''>. 

.:\ir. VO\YLES: It is simply the re,ult of 
prec·onccrLcl .action by the Gov-ornm0nt and 
their rnernbcrs not to allow us on anY account 
tu get do\Vll to C.Jrtain vot.:!s beL 1~.Fe there 
would be unsavoury ex:po~ul'es, bcr 1,uso there 
nrc explanations which conld uot bo giyon. 

The 'l'REASUREH: Lot nH~ (:ts.surc the hon. 
mcmlJCr that his foilowers have takt"J un 5C0 
pages of "I-Iausa1·d'' in ('onsidcring tho ~.!~sti-
1Y11:lies. 

Mr. VOWLES: If we have taken up 500 
pagP~, I venture to ~a:. that hon. n1ernbcrs 
opposite have taken up a con~jtlcrably greater 
nun1lwr. \Vht~n we are dealing "~ith dcpart
lncnb, with a l'Csponsible :~.Iinj ')tcr in charge 
who has everything at his iin.~ er-end:", surely 
it is the privil0gc of hon. ll1l~lnbc1· on this 
Eide to debate tho~c E.5tin:Iat(~·:·, ask qu.c·::.tions. 
Sl"C'k infor1nation; .and, surely, it is the duty 
of the ::VIini,tcr in charge of t~l':'t Uepartrnent 
to be in a posjtion to give the inforn1ation 
that i asked for. 

The SscRETARY FOH ~ln;Es: You are \vasting 
tinw 110\V. 

::\ir. VO\YLES: Surely I ha Ye the right to 
have n1~v say. 

.l\11'. GLEDSO~: You 1L~.ve the right to vvaste 
it; but don't gro\\ 1 about it aft, r you ha.vf' 
1va3to:l it. 

.:\Ir. VOvVLES: No hon. member. during 
the whole of tho disr:n·csion of the Estimates, 
has been more n1ixcd up "-ith the wosting of 
time than the hon. member who has just 
intc1·jU'tcd. He was the leader of the 
oh-;truction on t-he G-oYCl'nmrnt side; anybody 
co:tld w.t,tch hiin engineering tbc Inaft.Cl'. \Ve 
have seen the TrC'u::'urcr gojng round mnongst 
his follo\vcrs. and 've haYc s~·-t_n thr_m getting 
up one <tftor the other. 

The T='EASUHER: Oh, no. 
:\lr. VOWLES: \Ye are not blind that 

wo could not seo what ''-'"' on. \Ve 
ha Ye bee :1 sufficiently long in Chamber 
to kno~ .. v what the Go\'ernn1cnt's tacties always 
ha Ye been. I want to enL'r a protest. I 
claim th 't we arc not being fairl:<· treated 
b,~ the Premier. "ho is in charge of the 
affairs of tho Stak. He has deprived us of 
our rights; he has done it designedly; and, 
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'vhe_l ho does a thing designcdl_v, w0 ran put 
;vhatcYPr construction \VC like' upon it. \Vhen 
we find that tlw hon. iSL'ntlcman is not prc
parud to allow us to disru~r.; rcrtain dcpart
rnents; '·,\hen we cannot gPt thP information 
for which we hav0 asked in connection with 
other dcpartmPnts; \vhcn the reports of the 
departments are held back from ns. we can 
put only t!w one construction on it-th>:t there 
a.r0 things in those departments whiCh the 
Government are afraid of. and they do not 
want the eriticis1n ·which tnu:t n£.cpssarily 
follow. vVlwn we cut down the ddmt<' on the 
Address in Reply ,,.e believed that the P_re
nlior \Yould be tnagnanimous enough to g1ve 
hon. members sittmg on this side the right 
of snecch to which thcv arc entitled under 
our 'standing Orders, and which in the past 
it has be<'n customary to give them. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor): When the 
Treasurer was speaking just now he refclTf'rl 
to what he termed the opposition shown to 
Bills hv mmnhers on this side of the Chamber. 
He st.<ti"ed that an amendment h~d been 
1noyed to the Pri1nn..rv Produr0rs' Organisa
tion Bill, and he rcg·ardecl that as having 
been done with thP express purpose of delay
ing th0 opPtrrtion of the m0asurc. 

The TRLISL'RER: Obstruction. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Ve considered that that 
\Va~ an ill-di?;cstcd, ill-considered n1casurc, 
and that it should be furthc•r con•idercrl bY 
ihc people bPfore being brought before this 
ChambL'l'. vVhat happened' 'l'lventy-two 
an1cnd 1 ~10nts were accepted bY the Goycrn-
mcnt in ihat Bill. , 

Tlw TREASURER: That shmYS you how 
rc:1sonablc we are. 

:Mr. TA YLOR: }i;yerv anwndment came 
from this :<ide of the Hm{se. 

The TREA'DRER: Nearly all wen" con-
~f>qucntial. 

Mr. 'I'A YLOR: The hon. gentlPman calls 
that "ob,iruction.'' It shows plainly that, 
when the Gm·crnment introduced the Dill, 
thev did not knmY what thc1· were introduc
ing:. Sinrc I havP been in this Chan1bcr the 
same attitude had lH'Yer bdorp been adopted 
!n connertion with aJncndment;, emning frorr1 
this side; tlwv were alwavs h-Patecl with the 
utmost disda.iir and cont;mpt; in fad, the 
" gagn bas bPen nppli0d \vhilc hon. lllf'Dlbers 
ha.,"e been :<triving to insert arncnchncnt~. 

The TRE•SFH!m: You \\"oulcl g-rowl if we 
had not accepted the amendment~. ::\ow you 
are growling because \Ve did. 

Mr. TA YLOR : The hon. gentleman 
g1 owlcd lwr;mse I moved that the Bill be 
C'onsidcrcd bvo rnorltht' fron1 tbc tilne it was 
il"troduced. It would havP been just as 
well had it been dcla,,ed twoh·e months for 
all the good it is goir!g to do the people in 
the country. "'hy did not the hon. gentleman 
d<'al out to members on his own side a little 
of the c1stigation he ha, dealt out to us 'I 
H0 knows perfectly well that tlw members 
on his side have taken up as much time and 
have talked as much as-if not more than
members on this side. That has occurred 
during the whole of the discussion on the 
Estimahle. My opinion is that seventeen days 
arc quite enough _fo!' the Estimates. If hon. 
n1embors 011. both sides would not indulge in 
tbc " parish pun1p" businc::;~. probably \VO 
would get on to the more important matters. 

The TREASUHER: I agree with you. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Members on both >ides arc 
to blame for the way in which th0 " parish 
purnp" is \Yorkcd in connection \vith quit<: a 
lot of votes of an unimportant nature. If hon. 
members went to the :Ministers they would 
l!l'Obably get all the information they want: 
at all e' ,onts tl1ey would get a. good deal of 
it, and a lot of the frivolous talk which takes 
place in the Cha.1nbcr during the discus-,ion 
on the Estimates would be avoided. I would 
ask that Ministers give fair and plain answer,; 
to questions. so that we shall know exactly 
where we arc. The other day I put certain 
qucc.tions to the :\Iinister acting for the Home 
Secretary. Ho simply sidetracked them, 
although he could have supplied the infor
mation "·ithout thu slightc •t trouble. The 
Minister, in his reply, said that he was 
preparing a report. I simply askPd him 
what amount of mone:-.· had been expended 
on outdoor relief for the months of January 
to August inclusiv<'. I dcsir0d that informa
tion to compa"c it with the amounts set 
down on the Estimates for outdoor relief for 
this .vear. I o.upposc that r<'port will come 
a long when the session is over. 

The SECRETARY FOH jy1IXES: It is on the table 
now. 

Mr. T.\ YLOR: I was out of the Chamber 
,dwn it was tabled. That is the only 
method or means we have of getting infor
mation. and we are perfectly justified in 
adopting those methods and means, . and 
:VIinisters should be candid and stra~ght
forward in their answers to questions asked 
in this Chamber. 

l\lr. FRY (EuriljHt): I think the speech 
clPliYel·c•d bv thP Treasurer thi · aftorncon 
will be a v<i"rv useful ono for future Gove-rn
ments. He has created a precedent, whether 
it is ight or wrong. He state·d that, if he 
('hose. he conld use the "gag" on the EstJ
rnates. That is all that we can dr·ducc from 
his rPmarks. One would not expect a. state
ment from the hon. gentleman that is 
impossible of accomplishnwnt. Ho is only 
opening up the door for the usp of the " ga_g'' 
bv future Governments in a rnore cxten',c;IVC' 
\\:aY than it has been used during this and 
pa;t sc;;:sions of Parliament. The Govcrn
rncnt arc vcrv anxious to pl'CYPnt discu.:,s1on 
on tho,o dcpa;tments where critici"m would be 
damning and injurious to them. It appears 
to n1c that th0 Government are very anxrous 
to r~Yoid disClF''~3ion on thC' Truf-!t 3nd Lo:ln 
Fund Account-.. Thoy arc just as anxious 
to av-oid that as thev at'O to av-oid an elec-tion, 
bPrausc in each c;se thcv vvou1d fare very 
badlY. AnothPr departniPnt ,~hich should 
loon1 in prominr.ncc in di~cussion is State 
Enterprises. That department im·oh-cs the 
expendltnn~ of a ron'3idernbln sun1 of 1noncy. 
As the Trea··urer has laid it down that 
fmanee is the test of gov-0rnm0nt, then these 
impol"tant votes should be the votes unon 
whicb the Gm·ernment will st m cl or fall. 
The Gon_'rl1n1Pnt have taken cvcrv Rtcp avrtil
fl bl0 to prcvPnt disru-, ,ion on 'th0se votes. 
It is uscjpps to argue th<tt the time has been 
;;asted by the Opposition. I admit that more 
critici~nr of thC' Govcrnincnt comos from 
Opposition members than from Government 
In( 111h>TS, and consequent I:,' there is rnorr; 
,discussion on the Estirnatcs and 1nor0 tu1k 
on the part of Oppwilion members than on 
the part of Government nwmbPrs. But thftt 
has gonerallv been the ease in all dclibera
hn' .assemblies. The Government have 
reduced the time a1lo,yance for disrus:<ion 
of thP E3timatos from s<>vontecn days by 

Mr. Fry.] 
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making.tlwm all double days. By that method 
the time allowed for di,,cus,ion har; been 
roduel:d by over sevPutccn hours. 1]H' 
Govornnwnt havo takL·n up the :::-tancl that 
they do not it1ter1d to alluw criticim1 of their 
.admlnistration, that any criticisrn U~7 Oppo
sition nren1bcrs ls wastn of tin1e, \Yherca::: any 
speechl-, ln support of the Go\'ernnlcnt h.v 
GoYCl'Drnent 1nernbcr:; are tin1c vvdl 8pl nt. 
Those arG the tactics of autocntcy and not of 
dcn.ocracv. l-Ion. l11C111bcrs oppo~jtr c:1nnot 
cmnplaill," whl·ll they get i11lo opposition, if 
future Co\ ernmcllt:-) adopt the tat tic;; that 
thcv <il't' at p1·e:::;cnt adol1ting. It wa.;:; an 
abs.~nd ccntcntion on the part of the hem. 
IllCDlb\'l' for C:n gory to tbat the editor 
of the "Courier'' controls 1 public npinio11 
of Quocnslund. r:)_'hat i::s an athni.~hion that 
the c·ditor of his o\VJl })Upt'l' ha:s no powPl' 

to control public opinion at all. l \\'ould 
not lil~e to put <Jny editor urJon the pedc,ta.1 
that the hon. nJcmbcr put tlw cdit<,r of the 
'· Couricl'.'' An c~ditor is quite \Yithin hi;::: 
1·ights in wisely criti('!sing a GoYi~rnrrtent, ill 
wjscl,y cmnntl~llting upon t1IP leading ques
tions of the dny, and in d1n:cti:ng UH~ at 1 en-
tion of the penplc those rnaUt:r:-:. 1111 
rcuHtrL:J. in with thor1· lllstter,;:, 
·would be acceptable to the t ducuted UlPllllY'l'-i 

of th:: cotnn1uD]tP. If the holl. nw;11bt'l' r(Jl' 
Grcgory .flr,irc'1, that ·· Ila<Jsard" contain
in,:_; his t,·ntention should hl' circulatcd, he 

-do that. If " Hansard ·· ere ci1 .u-
frco uf charge, I arn tlfrai-tl that th·' 

borr1bast and I~lotrthiug~< ·,:ould 
earrv no conYidion. \Vhilst hon. rnmnbL'rs 
oppOsite haYC' bC'ell rnaking absurd stah'ment:-. 
about the Opposition. the publie ,-,mld find. 
-o:;.1 read-ing '' I-Iansard.'' that their ;.;tatf'rncnts 
1-verp untrue, and the readers, being edu
cated, would not pay much attention to them. 
and would place more confidence in the Oppo
sition than in the Goyernn1ent. The GovPrn
n1cnt have takPn up rr1ore time in discnssio:n 
than one ,,·ould cxpf'et under ("ircum~·'·tance~ 
where debate is limited. \Ylwn th" Govern
In(•nt men1b r') nrc once again in opposition, 
they c,,nnot cornplai11 if ~ir~.ilar truatn1t>nt 
to 'that >vhich has !wen Jlletcd out to the 
present Oppo'<itioll is tnPtPd out to thc~u. 
The"~ can onlv sav ··\Ye haYC no rio·h~ to 
comPbin if \ve a1:e not allo,Yed to 

0
speak 

f'Xccnt in a YCIV rc:-:tricb'd n1:.1lllH'l' .. , I do 
1;ot 'think that 'Parlianwnt >lwuld lw eoll
ductl'd by a Goverrunent carrying Oll thP 
bu~,incss C'f the State in thi::; nwnn<:'l'. 

Mr. KIR\YAX (Brisbaru): I hope that if 
by any misadventure this party gC't~ on the 
Oppo,ition bencbh after the next election 
thP.y ,,-iJ1 at least show ~on1e strategy aud 
some l0adcrship, and, if tlH'y have rC'aP.on to 
criticieo the Goyernment. that they will not 
spend a great deal of valuablp tinH' in Com~ 
mittcc in dl~('ussing votps \Ybleh arc practl~ 
cally unimportant, and allow the large 
amount of monev allocated to the Trmt and 
Loan F'unds to g~ through without discusf:ion. 
Hon. mcrnbore opposite complain that hon. 
membPr"s on thjs side have takPn advant tgC' 

of their undoubted privilfl<ro, ·when in Corn~ 
mitte0, to discuss cr>rtain votP:;;. lion. n1en1~ 
bers opposite in the past have bee:1 in the 
l1abit of ftCtting up and discussing vote,;· and 
taking adYantagc of the discnssion. of thf' 
Estimates to leYol all sorts of charges against 
the Government, and the Goyermnent mem
bers haYe sat in their places and have not 
attempted to reply. On this oecasion they 
have-and rightly so, in my opinion--taken 
advantage of the rules of the House and of 
their priYilege to reply fully to hon. mcm-

[11-fr. Fry. 

her, on thr' other si·rh>, with the result that 
the- Opposition got a good trouncing on every 
Yote. The hem. member for l\Iirani com-

plainPd about waste of time; yet 
l5.30 p.rn.] he gets up untl raise.-.; a, di~·cus-

::;ion at this ~tago, and l'Ppcat.::' 
rtd nauseam and reiterate fo1· about the 
fiftieth time the same old st,.tements he has 
hl'en rnakiug since the SL -,~ion opened ~Lnd 
ha~ preYPlltl'd the hou, IllC'Inb,- r for Oxlry 
and thP hon. 111CllihL'l' for Port Curtis, who 
haYP hPC'll crtl'rying ~pce('h::-s about in their 
podu·t~> for thP Ja,t two n1o1Hh:->, from speak
ing on thP t1tate C>nterpri~-~:-.. ::~nd criticising 
the' lll1furtunut e Sccretar~ for Ra ihYay:-:; in 
l'''!.!ard to h ·., adn1inistration; and both those 
ho,n. gcntlc·nH'n have loft the Charnbcr di>i
gn~ted \\ i tll th0 w:1, tc:o of tl1 1p Ut1 their O\Vll 

s "JP. I Olll,v \Yi·.~h that thP rrn'fl:ilil'Cl' co·~dd 
haYf' ~ _•n 1Jis wav to ~IlO\Y a full JiscU'''ion 
on the Trust Fun~ls and Loan Fund, br.•causr 
J <1ln ~ure hon. In0n1bers oppo:-:itc \You id ha YC' 
:;·ot ou tho:L' two YOtc..; v~;hut the:v haYc ~ot on 
e\·cr:: oth('f E-=tin1ate that ha• through 
thP CommittPc. Thev c .ked tlw Railwav 
E~tirnates b .. ~_,. st> ,,io1i, and the; got thr·rn. · 

:VIr. F. A. CooPER: \Ylw.t did thr'y cJi,ru•,; 
\Yhat did tlwy gPt; 

Mr. KLRWAX: Tlw }[ini·tn in charge 
\Yas quite capable of deali11g ~,\·ith any criti
cic n lcYellcd at that particular rkpa;·tmcnt. 
The only thing the leader of the Oppoettiou 
complained about in con:npctio11 \Yitb thl' 
n1oncy spent on the railways \\'US the qur~stion 
of hll addition:-tl light being supplied on the 
Dalhy platfomr. That "·as the great que,
tion that the learkr of the Opposition wup:ht 
to ventilate when the opportunity was 
accorded to hjnl of criticising the adnlinistra
tion of the Railway Department. The atti
tude of the Opposition generally, and their 
dtemptcd criticisms of the Esti!ll(ltes .. Jwyc 
l'PC'ollle such a bv-word that the ·· Dailv 
1\Tail" la~t Frida;r \Vas constrained t(J c;1il 
attc·ntion to it. That ionrnal crihci,c·d hon. 
rnembcrs oppof'itt\ and" pointP-d out that iltt'Y 
had 110 method o; attack. and that the\· h, cl 
no leaderohip. If they harl. then hon. g''nllP
rncn vvoulrl. have Raid: ·• \Yf' have a cn~.e 
ngainst the Gov£~rnn1ent in regard to thP 
State enterprises," and thc,v \vould havP 
"et out to Jna}-:c n,s rnuch political capital n;-; 
possible, as every Opposition is entitled to 
do, on tlwt question, ancl they \VOulrl hayc 
allo\Yf'd di~rnssion of th0 admi!Jjstration of 
!he Railwav Department. ontc1oor rr•licf. 
electoraJ rPiistration. and cverythinp; cl~e to 
go by the board. until they o-ot to that yote. 
and then they >vould haYe put then ncwo 
before the people by an intelligent eritieism 
of the administration. Instnd of th·•t. they 
lva~ted \~aluable tjmc in .diseus~ing qu0~tions 
that had no sig-nificance at all, and now the 
hon. member for Mirani is >vhining, and. 
bcrausf', as hf' alleges, GovernnH~nt nH?n1bPrs 
have erected a stone wall, he complains about 
the " gag'' and the "guillotine." "Vhat do 
>Ye find in connection with the Federal Par
liament at the present time? Mr. PoYnton, 
who is an honorarv Minister in the 1-lur:rhcs 
Cabinet, speaking 'at a ·dinner in the Com
mel·~ial Travellers' Association in Adelaide. 
is reported in the " Daily Mail " of 2lst 
August to have said that, if it was neceo<e.ary 
to ;!et through the business that the Hughcs 
Cabinet intended -to get through before thPv 
appealed to the electors, they >Vonld use both 
the "guillotine" and the "gag." Yet hon. 
members opposite talk about >Vhat they "'onld 
do if they were returned to power. They 
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would allow this discussion and that discus
sion, and the hon. member for Kurilpa has 
warned hon. members on this side that, if 
we cor_rw back rtnd sit on the Opposition side, 
we wlll get the " gag" and the " guilloR 
tine." If we get it, we shall have done some
thing to deserve it. We shall have taken 
full advantage of the forms of this House 
and the time allowed us to discuss intelli
gently any policy or any measure that the 
hon. gentleman, as a Minister in the pro.pec
tive cabinet, may lay before this House; and 
it will not be very hard to capsize the hon. 
member for Knrilpa if he hqppens to he a 
Minister. Neither will it be very hard to 
capsize any other hon. member on the other 
side. 

Mr. KERR: vV<' will capsize you with the 
,, gag." 

M<. KIRW AN: ).To doubt, the hon. mem· 
her \V ill use the " gag," and he will be quite 
entitled to use the forms of this House to gN 
his legislation through. But he will fmd the 
Opposition of that day will display some 
intelligent leadership and some intelligent 
plan of attack whereby they will be able to 
score off the Government. So far as the 
" gag " and tho '' guillotine " are concerned, 
they are two weapons introduced bv hon. 
members opposite, and I remember ,;,.hen I 
was in opposition in 1912, when the late 
Govern1nent " gag·ged" through the Indns
trial Peace Bill, when they " gagg<'d" 
thr• .. ,g}, the Elections Act Ame;Hlme~t Bill, 
and several other Hills. vVe told them the 
clav would come when W<' woul-d have the 
pleasure of using those \H'apons. That dav 
has come, and hon. member' opposite should 
take their gruel calmly. They should stand 
up to it like men. In connection with the dis
cussion of the Estimates, members on the 
Government side of the House have bN'll 
quite right in taking the glovPs off and strtnd
ing up to hon. Inemhers opposite. I hopP 
that member, of th(l Government will alwavs 
do that, and will not allow members opposite 
to flll " I-Iansard" with th0ir Ylews and havn 
them circulated amongst the people. 

I want to sav a word or two in connection 
with the statement of the hon. member for 
Bowen about our treatment bv the Press. I 
do not worry a gTQat deal abZmt that. I do 
not expect any compliments from the Press, 
and, if I did get any, I would be in the posi
tion of a leading member of the House of 
Cornrnons, who, on one occa,ion, said he 
\Yould exarninc his COD 1',cicnc[\ if tho Press 
said anything favourable about him. 

I desire to pay my meed of praise to the 
" H ansard " staff. I know of no more dfi
cient staff, and I know of no more conecicn
tious body of men who perform their duties 
under greater difficulties, and I say that 
knmving perfectly well the difficu !ties tlwy do 
work under, and I think, generally speaking. 
the "Hansard" staff is to be complimented 
on the correct reports which they give and 
on the r;eryices they render to ITif'Inbers gene
rally in this House. 

Ho;,;ouRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\Ir. KIRW AN: Some of us would not 
show to very great advantage if v;;e \vcre 
reported verbatim, and I hope, wh0n some 
hon. members complain about incorrect 
reports, that the " H ansard " staff will 
report them verbatim, like a c"rtain news
paper did the speeches of a certain gentle-

man who sat on the Opposition benqhes at 
one time. When he CQmplained about the 
reports, they reported him verbatim, and 
that was tho end of him. (Laug-hter.) If 
some hon. members in this House were 
reported in the same fashion, it would be the 
end of them. I think the House is t0 be 
conRTatulated on havi_ng such a capable and 
efficient body of men in the " Hansard" 
gallery, and ·I trust they will be long spared 
to serve this House in their prc'xmt capacity. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Heal-, hear 1 

Mr. l'ORDE (I!ockilamptnn): It is very 
ur.roasonable on the part of hon. members 
opposite to object to members on this side 
availing themselves of the privikgos of the 
House to put their views before the people. 
\Ve ha vc a ri !'.ht to express our opinions on 
all matters that come before this House, 
the same as hon. members opposite have. 
For the first two or three sessions that I was 
in this House it was the faohion of hon. 
mc>mbers on this side not to avail them
selves of their rights in this respect, and 
hon. members opposite then used to fill 
" Hansard" with their spcochc•<, and, when 
these " Hansards" were sent o1tt to the 
public, they gave a one-sided view 0f the 
political situation and what this Government 
stood for. I am glad the hon. member for 
Bowen has seen fit to bring forward the sug
rrestion that " Hansard" should be sent out 
free of charge to any <'lector who applies for 
it. That would be a very good idea if carried 
out. The electors outside have a right to 
know the true facts of the case, and they 
haye a right to know just what members in 
this House sav and not just what the con
servative Press wish to convev. The hon. 
member for Knrilpa took exceiJtion to what 
the hon. member for GrPgory said regarding 
the " Courier" contrGlling thP Press of 
Qtwonslan~l. To some extent that is true. 
I know that the " Courier" supo:if'S with 
reports through a Prcs') Agency a nnrr1 b0r of 
papers outside Brisbane, and telegraphs a 
report of part of what takes plac~ h0re in a 
very gm·bled form to those newspaners. On 
the occasion when I brought forward a resolu
tion in connection ·with the nc\v States rnovP~ 
mcnt. I was told that an hon. member opposite 
went' up to a " Courjer" reporter and sug
!tested that he should telegraph to the coun
trv Press a report of the debate calculated to 
disparag<' me and to suit my opponents. I 
found afterwards that my remarks were 
not ronectlv reported in the Press; but 
something \vas sent which wa,s calculated 
to discr dit me in the eyes of the 
people. Tactics of that kind are most 
unfair and sometimes Tory newspapere, 
acting' as agents for Torv 'ne,vspapers in 
tht~ oountrv, send press messages of that 
description: Country people have then no 
opportunity of getting the true facts p~t 
before the House bv hon. members on th1s 
side unl<:'ss they read "Hansard." That is 
whv I support the reqne t of be hon. 
member for Bowen that "Hansard" should 
bP sent free to anv e!ector who applies for 
it. I am tired o.f he:cring hon. m<'mbers 
opposite say that the Governme_nt is dcgr:>d
ing Parliament. If a.nyone IS deil'radmg 
Parliament it is hon. members oppo:·ltc and 
thPir friends outside. 1 do not believe in 
this kind of propaganda going on, bc<'ause 
it reflects on Parliament generally. I will 
quote what a Tory newspaper outeidc says 
in regard to Parliament: this is "·h·1t the 
propaganda of hon. members opposite leads 

Mr. Porde.1 
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to. The "Western Clmm11ion." of 3rd Sep
tcmbcr, 1921, dealing witiJ what happened in 
this House, said-

" Vo,vles as a leader is positively use
less. Tay !or's deficiencies are so apparent 
to himself that he would gladly give 
away the leaduship for a sewing 
machine or a pound of tea. Both leaders 
rolled into one would nearly reach the 
level of Jim Tolmie, and we all know 
what he was. With all Elphinstone's 
undeniable ability as a public man, and 
his training as a business rr1an, he does 
not seem to ca.tch on either with his 
party or the bulk of the Brisbane 
electors." 

-rrha.t sort of propaganda goes on, to degraclc 
Parliament. Hon. members opposite show 
an exan1ple to rrory lJewspapers outside; 
hut rfory 118\V ·papers like the "\Ve':ltern 
Champion'' express their opinion on those 
hon. members. Labour members very rarely 
grt fair treatn1ent from son1e of the con
servative papers in Southern Queensland, 
but in Central Queensland we have the 
fair.·s·t Press in Australia. The Rock
hnrnpton " lVIorning Bulletin " ancl " Even
ing News," the Gladstonc "Observer," and 
th<• two Bundaberg newspapers. arc exceed
ingly fair in their comment'. I have noth
ing to say against them. Thev may write 
us down in a leading a,rtidc, but a public 
man must be fair-minded enough to expect 
that, and, as long as they report fairly what 
we have to say, we cannot find any fault if 
they write leading articles against us 
when tlwir policy is anti-Labour. The 
Centra.! Queensland newspapers have \the 
courtesy to report ful 1y the speeches of hon. 
members on thiE side when they visit Rock· 
hampton; but, when they ha,;c to depend 
on the garbled reports sent b:: th<' Tory Pros,; 
in Brisbane, there al'e very often misleading 
statements published. Hon. members oppo· 
,jdc keep saying that the good name of this 
State has been ruined by the Government, 
.and the statement' are published in the 
Press and sent in a garbled form to the 
southern ne-,,-spapor>, a,nd do a lot of harm. 
When Sir J oynton Smith, of " Smith's 
"\\..-cekly," camo to Brisbane and made 
inquiries for himself, he was horrified about 
the misleading statemEnts which had been 
circulated aoout the State. He said-

" Queensland is a State t.hat is suffer· 
ing in a ma.rked degree from gloomy 
propagandco.. Qucc·E·>.]and is nscd as the 
awful example by the old brigade in 
politics." 

The gloomy propaganda indulged in by hon. 
members opposite has the effect of degrad· 
ing Parliament to some extent. Parliament 
is what we make it. and we as parliamen· 
tarians should strive to uplift it. Tlwn w<> 
find that " The Producers' Review" said-

" The gloomy propaganda respecting 
Queensland is the root cause of our 
present day trouble~." 

The gloomy propaganda which Pn1a.nates 
from hon. members opposite and goes out 
through the Tory Press is used to mislead 
the E'1ectors and give,::. a wrong impression 
outsidP. It is a had thing for OU<'ensland. 
and should be discontinued. His Roval 
Highness the Prince of vV ales. after reading 
the southern newspapers, said on his arrival 
here-

" I never expected anything like the 
welcome I received in Queensland. I 
was led to expect that Queensland's 

[Jlr. Forde. 

welcome would be different; and yet it 
has equalled anything I have met with 
in any part of the world." 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I trust the 
hon. member will connect his remarks with 
the question under debate. 

Mr. FORDE: Yes. As I was saying, if 
people could have "Hansard" free of 
charge, they would have an opportunity of 
reading our speeches as they are delivered, 
and of seeing the salient a.nd effective points 
made by hon. memberc. on this side, when 
they could see for them se! ves the inferiority 
of the speeches of hon. m<'mbers opposite in 
compari,on with those delivered by hon. 
member<> on this side. A,, one hon. member 
O'l this side said this afternoon, every time 
hon. members opposite have taken on mem
bers on this side in debate-leaving out 
members on the Ministerial bench-theY have 
been well trounced. IV e have a vailed our· 
scln< of our rights, and have given· the true 
position to the people. ·w c, on this side, 
owe that duty to the people who sent us 
here, and I a.m going to exercise my privi
lege and duty. 

I want, bdore I conclude, to compliment 
tht' " Hansard" staff on the good work they 
han' done. The members of the "Ban· 
sard" staff have a very irksome duty to 
perform, particularly w,hen Parliament is 
sitting double shifts, anc\ it is a wonder to 
me how they can hea.r the speeches of hon. 
members. owing to th~ interjections which 
continually go on. They are doing their 
work very accurately. 

Ho"OURABLE lYlEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FORDE : If the accurate reports of 
our ;;peechr". are sent ont to the people of 
Queensland free of charge, the people will 
get a true report, and will .,ee exactly what 
the Government are doing, which they cannot 
sec in the Tory Press of Southern Queensland. 

::\1r. IYARREN (iliurrumba): It seems to 
nw that what the hon. member for Rock· 
hampton wants is a gramaphone. If the 
hon. member "·ould only get his voice 
recorded on a gramaphone, and have the 
records sent through the country, there is 
no doubt that the Govol'nment would not 
be long in office. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. W AHRE='I: To mv mind. there has 
been an unfah' curtnilmf'rlt Df the privileges 
o£ hon. mendJers on this side. I for one. 
consider that the Premier made a definite 
promisP that nwmbors who had not spoken 
\Yould have a chance to· speak. I think 
that at lea;:;t once 0very session a n1embf'r 
has n right to state his ~·iews. So far as the 
question of '' H ansard " being circulated in 
the country cEstricts i:;: eonccrncd, I am 
afraid that, the copies \vhich now go out 
an not used as much as thcv should be. 
\Yhat is wanted is fair Press representation. 
I do not think that all the papers are fair 
I am not going to say th'at ono sidr• is not 
fair and that the other side is fair. But I do 
think that b<>ttcr representation is wanted 
·O far as the Press is concerned. I do not 
~tanrl for unfairness of anv deseription and. 
if there has b8cn anv unfairness, it should 
hP cut out. Anyone ~eadin~ the three dail,v 
Liberal newspapers in Brisbane must arlm1t 
that the Labour Part~· is repr<'sPnted in 
their columns quite as n1uch as m0·mbers of 
this party. I do not think th!"t those papcn 
stand foJ' unfair representatJOn. But hon. 
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•,nen1ber~ vYant their speeches to be t.ensa~ 
tiorwlised. They \Ht,nt to take full possession 
of the papers. It 1s not a fact that the 
Liberal side will not represent the side o£ the 
Labour party, but it is a fact that the Labour 
papers do uot return the compliment. The 
Labour papers do not giYP this .,ide as much 
representation as the Liberal papor'S-el· 
·what are called the Tory papers-giYe to 
Labour members. Memlwrs of the GoYcrn
ment party should be fair. If they stand 
for fairnes , why is it that they han1 occu
pied so n1ueh ti.rno this ses~ion '! It sPeniS to 
rne to be n ,downright, wilful, duiiborate 
attempt on their pm-t to capture '' Hansard" 
for the session. The-v do not want the views 
of members on this side to be hoard at all, 
because they know there is r~orncthino· corn~ 
ing in the future. I know perfect!~ well 
that, 1f we lwd had an cyen run, we would 
have had more sp0aking thi'" SL,ssion. I do 
not say that seventeen d"-' · are not ample 
for the discuesion of EstimatPs. They are 
ample; but we want some lwtter method of 
distributing the time, because there is a lot 
of Estimates that have not been discussed 
.at all. 

I wonld like to say a ord in fnyour of 
tlw ,, Ilansard " reporters. rrhe repOl'tcrs 
n1ust have- \Yit and intel1igf'DCl' that ycry 
few men have. I think it is 1nmdcrful the 
vvay the reporting is done, bc•causc. ''"hen we 
get our_ proofs, \VC ahvuys find thp :::;peechcs 
arc a httle better than what were delivered 
iu this Chamber. I complinwnt the reporters. 
I do not think th, I'rr•ss have Lee:1 fairer to 
one side than the other. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::'\ Wra!Jion): I also 
tlunk that tho Press have been very fair in 
their 1eports. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlliCCLTURE: \Yhat 
about two on one side? (Laughter.) 

l\Ir. BEBBI:\'GTON: If the ::\linister \vho 
has just interjected would keep his Bills to be 
discuHe.cJ in this House bdorr' giving them to 
people out·. Jdo. there would be le ,, need for 
di_;ru::·,;ing 1natters that "'\ e are disrussinn' 
this afte:'noon. \Ve know that th0 ho1~ 
member has given Bills outside this House. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. BEBBII'\GTON: I ju ,t want to prove 
that Bills do not come here first. but are 
sent outside. \Vhen I was connected with 
the previous Government, all Bills were pre
sented to Parlinmcnt first. 

Mr. STOPFORD: No. A Bill was published 
in the " Daily Mail " once before it was 
introduced here. 

Mr. BEBBI.i'\GTOi'\: under the preyious 
Gon'rnmcni we used to have a full dis
cussion on tho serond reading, and then the 
Bill WOL!ld be laid aside for a \YPek before 
wt~ \vent on \vith t:he Conunittee .stage. That 
gave tho people mterested a chance to see 
what legislation was being dealt with, and 
they could suggest an1cndn1ents. 

J\h. F. A. COOPER: \Yhat Bills do you 
refer to. 

Mr. BEBBI:'\IGTON: The Bills that now 
go outside for consideration. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: \Vhat Bills go outside for 
('Onsidcration? 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: I can tell vou if you 
want me ~o do so; but I certainly object to 
that practiCe. \Ve know that everything that 
~ppears in " Hansa rd " is not correct. For 
mstance, the Secretary for Railways this 

afternoon made strong attempt,; to mislead 
members of the Committee. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle
man is not in order. 

Mr. BEBBJJ\:GTOX: Well, I will read 
what the Secretary for Railwa:. s said. He 
said that the Government were remitting 
taxation. They are not remitting it at all. 
They are simply deferring it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Govern
ment have remitted some taxation. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Attcn,pts wore made 
by the Sccr0tary for Railwa0 ' this after
noon to givo a \VTong irnprcssion of vvhat 
the leader of the Opposition said. All that 
goes into " 1-Iansarcl," and, vvhen it goes 
out, it gives a wrong impression altogether. 
That is wh~, I think it is good for us to 
have the Pro'' to correct these things. I am 
willing- to pay a tribute to both the Press 
and '' Hansard" for the correct view they 
g-ive of proceedings in Parliament. It is a 
good thing for all of us that they do not 
n•port things in this House exactly as they 
happen. (La,ughtcr.) Som0 of us would 
look very sorry sometimPs if we .sa\v the 
\\-ay son1c things were 5aid in this IiousC'. 
(Laughter.) 

Resolution ag-reed to. 
Rc<:olutions 5 to 17, both inclusive, agreed 

to. 
Re•-olution ::'\o. 18-" H ealtl,!''-

Mr. RWAYNE (Jiimni): When the 
" Health" vote was before the Committ0e, I 
drew attention to a form of sickness which 
appeared in my electorate, and which I am 
informed by nwdical men has also appeared 
in several places in the Korth. My object 
in speaking now is to get a reply from the 
Minister, because he failed to reply to niy 
qnution when the Estimates wore being dis
cussed. I want to know if the local authori
ties have got to stand the whole of the 
expense in connection vvith the investigations 
which no" arc to be made into this matter in 
my electorate. If the local authorities 

have to stand the whole of the 
[7 p.m.] expense. it is most unfair, because 

the sickness is not confined to 
my electorate. but has also appeared at Mos
n,an, the Johnstonc River. and other dis
tricts. It is thought that, instead of being 
typhoid fever, it has nothing to do with 
typhoid, but is some other fever altogflther. 
As bearing out my contention, I , . .-ould like 
to quote the following extracts from the 
report of the local health officer. Dr. Kay :-

"All that was recommended bv the 
Commissioner in 1917 was done, and your 
council issued specific instructions in all 
matters of sanitation. I have recom
mended prosecution in cases reported bv 
Your inspector where defects were found, 
but hP has always informed me that the 
default was remedied on his demand." 

" If defects have been found, the resi
dents have been eager to conform to <>nY 
regulntion for the betterment of health." 

"Still, it is not a typicnl typhoid fever. 
There has always been among the resi
dents at West Plane Creek a feeling that 
the disease was something more than 
typhoid." 

Again, Dr. Telford, who \\'as recently sent 
up by the department to investigate, said

" The newspapers had called it Sarina 

lllr. s~cayne.] 
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or West Plane Creek fever, but he did 
not think that was a fair thing to apply 
to the township, because, first of all, 
there were very few cases in Sarina itself, 
and secondly, as far as \Vest Plane Creek 
'vas concerned, ,vhilst certainly the 
majority of cases had occurred there, it 
was not confined in Queensland to West 
Plane Creek alone. The disease was 
evidentlv fairly common in the North 
around, "ho thought, Port DouglaP, "here 
Dr. Clark, the medical officer of health, 
reported before the war about 1,483 
cases of glandular fever." 

In view of those stateme,nts, I do not 
think the department is justified in ,coking 
to attftch the blame to tho local authorities. 
'l'hcv h,we evidently effected groat improve
ments, and the conditions there compare 
favourably with country conditions anywhere 
else. If it is the policy of the Governnient 
to make the ra.tepayers-that is. to a large 
0xtont. th0 farmers-foot the '\hole of the bill 
in this connection, they will be adding 
another discouraging factor to those which, 
unfortunately, are so nun1crous at present 
and prevent young men from going on the 
land. If they find when they go on the land 
that they are burdened with all sorts of 
charg,,s which really benefit the rc't of the 
con,muuity, thoy are not likely to feel encour
aged to rtssist in primary production, and I 
think that in such cases the whole of tho 
('On1n1unity, who are more or less interested, 
should boar the burden, particularly as the 
pooplo are ovidcntl3 suffering from a tropical 
di,case, which bearo on the whole question of 
Xorth Australian settlement. The whole of 
the research and investigation of such a 
cli:;.ease is largely for experinH_'ntal purposes, 
and should not be made a charge on the loc,t] 
nuthoriti<''· thor0, and I hope that I shall 
find that that is not the intention of the 
D0partrnent of Public Health. 

The SECRETARY' FOR Mll\ES (Hon. 
.\ .• J .• }one's. Paddington): The hon. mcmb0r 
for :Vlirani cnd<'ayours to JWOV<' that I made 
a ('harp.:o against the lo0al uuthoritv in his 
0l0doratc re-garding their inAction when an 
outbreak of foyer took place there. Tlw hon. 
mf\mbn forr;cts that it was he who made the 
chargP against the department, ~nd accus£'cl 
the Jcpartmo•1t of inaction in the malt<'r-

Mr. SwAYNE: I said tht'Y had bcPJJ guilt;• 
of a f!Tt~at deal of delay. · 

Thc Sr.CRETARY FOR MI:\'ES: Away 
back in H)1.7 the dcpartnwnt took -.tdion b,
!30nrling Dr. J\'(oort•, ti1P Corurni ,-<ioner o'f 
Public Hc•alth, to the locality. 

Mr. S'L\YNE: That was iu<:'ffccti,-o. 

The SECRETARY F(lR J\IINES: \'\'hat 
become, of tno hon. gentlc'nHtn':-l. charg0 that 
the department had not takcu action in the' 
matter? I defended the• department when 
thc> h0n. nwmber made his charge. because I 
had the facLi brfore 1ne. The GovPulment 
c01·tainly took a.rtion in that matter. The 
hon. member again seeks to proyc that the 
department is to blam<' in that matter. 
R0garding the question of cxpensc), tho local 
authol'ities are charged \vith certaiu functions. 
~Lnd they haYO certain obligations 'vith regard 
to health. He mav re<,t as•.ured that tho 
Gon'rnment willnot'nogl<:'d their obligatiou; 
and they will see that the lac a! authoritv do 
not ne_tr.loct theirs, but will see that they do 
cvcr~rthin~ Possible to cleanse even tho hon. 
me m her's electorate 

l'vir F. A. COOPER (BrenFr): In Com
mittee I made a few remarks about the 

[Mr. Swayne. 

inaction of the Home Department or whoeyer 
vms responsible for the destruction of 
mosquitoes and flies. Since I madP those 
ren1arks I have n1ade one or two inquiries, 
and I find that I was, perhaps, somewhat 
unjust in putting the whole of. the bl":'":e 
on the Health Derartment. It IS only fair 
to sa..- that mosquito and fly destruction is 
controlled by Orders in Council, issued under 
l he Health \cte, 1910 to 1917, and the respon
sibilitv is practically placed upon the 
shoulders of the local authorities. Unfor
tunatelv the Orders in Council are so drawn 
that tl1~rc- is no cohesion. no \Vorking to
gether, between the loca.l authorities that are 
concerned in the one area. I think it would 
be -.vel! if the Minister looked into this matter 
and made ,omc alteration in the Act. 
whercb.1·, say, a city like Jlrisbanc~which ~as 
more than one local authol'lty operatmg 
within its boundaries~can be made one 
authority in the matter of mo"}uito and fly 
destruct;on. The se.me thing might apply to 
areas where the local authorit,1 boundaries 
arc, as they are to-day. Yer.v unnatural. 
Loca1 authorities earning within J~atnr-id boun
daries rniO'ht be grouncd und0r the onP 
authoritY, o and this n1aft0r might be given 
into the. hands of that ono authorit;~-. The 
powers under the Act are ample. The unfo_r
tunatc part of it is that there arc certam 
factors which hamper the work. The mam 
factor is the unnatural cliYision of local 
authorities. The second factor is that the 
dutie·J arc generally given to inspectors who 
aro already oYerburdenod virith work. and 
often are· unfamiliar with the technical 
details. It is .-cry neces,ar_,- that the in'p~
tors should have sorne knrnvJcdg-o of the 
work that thev are c,dlod upon to do. Unfor
tunately, very often it is otherwi,e. They 
have no particular knowledge of the work, 
and. Ponsequently, it is not done as eflicicntly 
as it might be. 

Speaking in the Cotnn1itteo, I 1ncntioned 
that I was in Toowootnba at Easter, and 
bad killed three mosquitues in five minutes 
in a cprtain part of the city. 

.Mr. BREXXAX: You must have taken them 
there in a matchbox. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I did not take them 
in a matchbox. I am pleased to ray the 
health authorities of Toowoomha were eo 
alive to th0 situation that },dare I got my 
" Ham.ard" proof I received a letter from 
the health insnoctor in Toowoomba asking 
rne to o·ive hi;r1 information as b) \vherP I 
•,tavcd ;;, Too"oomba, so that he might tra~c 
the. localitv where the mosquitoes wore bred. 
That showed that the Toowoomba municipal 
authorities were alive to the position, and 
were YNY keen to suppress anv outbreak 
that mi~ht occur. I wi.oh that all the local 
authoritie~, ·particularly those in charge_ of 
our seaside resorts, would be simi]arly .a~hv9. 
Generally the cry of the local authonhes LS 

that the extinction of the mosquito is a very 
expemiYe unde-rtaking. Dr. Price. of TDo
woomba. in a little pamphlet that he wrote 
upoi> this matter, said Ycty dearly t~at 
mosqnito supprec:sion could bo 111uch C'asiel~ 
carril'd out lw local authoritie<. and would 
cost loss than- the money expended to-day in 
the dntruction of the mosquito. By an impo
' it ion of 6d. per head of the population. Port 
Said was able to clear the mosquito from that 
place, and I believe the mosquito was cleared 
from :Mauritius at a less expense. A compu
tation wh1ch has boon made and chocked, 
and which I believe to be a perfectly true 
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computation, is that Queemland spends 
£50,000 yearly on mosquito nets, and, in 
addition to that, Chinese jo··, sticks, vola
tile oils, and suchlike nostrutll& entail a 
further expenditure of at least £5,000, and 
thP amount of energy ex1)ended in raking a 
certain matter which burns in a ~Jo,v wa::,, 
and gives off a rather distasteful odour, woulr! 
certainly bring in a good income if 
expended in another direction, I hope the 
Health Department will give oomc attention 
to this matter, and that the Home Secre
tary will have the Health Act amended in 
tho direction I have indicaLc1 to give those 
who are interested and anxious to rjcl Thl' 
coinmunity of one of its gr('at('",t pr,ts :)n 

opportunity of doing so. \Vhy wo tolorato 
tho rnosquito, and scratch onr~PlYC'S to de.ttl-1 
bocanso there is a flea 'vithin a hunDl'od vard~ 
of us, l cannot undcrd.aml. I am rem;ndcd 
by the Minister that it is the way the tlc>t 
makes his living that is objectionable. I do 
not know, as I live in a flea-clean area. If 
we made some decent attempt to give those 
people who are interPsted in this matter 
an opportunity of dealing with it, I 
believe that they woulrl do whatevt'l' was 
considPred neccssa.rv. \Y P a 1'8 thrca tenC'd 
from the 6-urroundinug countrv v.rith a disca:-3e 
that is brought about lr-' the mmquito. 
'fhere is no question that the dengue fever i~ 
broug·ht about by a certain species of mo~~ 
quito, and the amount of money expended 
when there is an outbreak of dengue fever 
would more than cov<'r the total cost of the 
extinction of the mosquito in Qneen,land, to 
say nothing of the irreparabiP loss through 
death and inefficiencv which arises there
from. I hope the 'Hoolth .\et will be 
amended in the dire•"tion I lw,-e rdorrcd to. 

Hc·,olution agreed to. 
Resolutions 19 to 35, both inclnsiYc, agreed 

to. 
Resolution 36 agr~ed to. 
Resolutions 37 to 39. both i lll'lJL'i ,-e. agreed 

to. 
Resolution 40-" Ef(tfnral 1'( [!.>"sfrntinn ,. __ _ 

:Vlr. PEASE (IJ.'rb,rt!: I w~11t to hke thi, 
opportunity of ans"';\'ering a fe\; rcrnark-; 
,,-hit h \\ere rr1ade when this nwJtcr v:ac.:; bcinp; 
discu~sed in Cnmmittr·t'. ;\h. Carbutt changed 
the venue of the mPeting- place of the 
graziers from Townsviilc to Longreach. Mr. 
Garbutt is the president of the ""orthern 
Country party, and ho att0nd<'d at a mect
inp· of the graziers held in Longreach in 
1921, and roll work waq one of the first 
things discussed at tho.l meeting. It was a 
two days' meeting, a.nd a g-ood many matters 
of a political nature' \H'rc Jealt with. but 
the first matter \"as that Mr. Garbutt, 
president of the Korthern Country party, 
moved-

" Any political aHociation elain1ing and 
receiving assistance frorn this assoc1a~ 
tion be requested t0 submit a report 
every three months to the United 
Graziers' Ass0ciation showing-

(a) The number of names removed 
from the roll." 

I want to emphasise that in this House
that the flrst thing to be rCJ1orted to the 
United Graziers' Association was-

" (a) Tho number of names removed 
from the roll ; 

"(b) The numb0r of Yoters on the 
roll; 

" (c) A general outline of t.hc \vork 
done." 

What sort of work? The work of tampering
with the rolls of Queensland, Mr. Garbutt 
is Northern President of the Country party, 
and this statement made by him at a meet
ing of graziers definitely links up the 
Country partj with the Graziers' Associa
tion, and also with this dastardly attempt 
to interfere with the rolls of (~uepn,]and. At 
this rneE:ting, also, a further n1otion Vilas 

rnovod and carried, which shows where the 
money is coming from to carry on this work. 
A largo sum of money is involved, and I 
wish to show definitely where the money is 
coming from, despite the protest made by 
the leader of the Oppoeition that the Country 
party have no funds. Personally, they may 
not have any funds, but the junta con
trolling them have got funds, and the ~House 
can see where they come fwm by the motion 
that Mr. Garbutt had carried. The motion 
was sent down from that meeting of graziers 
at Longroach to the Graziers' Abwciation, 
and v, as finalised hy the Primary Producers' 
Union in January this year at the meeting 
which the lead, r of the Opposition admits 
he attended, and at which a number of other 
parliamentarians oppo,ito also attended. 
That motion was definit<ely put through at 
that meeting, and I want to show where the 
money is coming from to finance this matter. 
Mr. Garhutt also said. "vVe must work wit.h 
the' :'>Jationalists." Then, we have !hat 
fnmous telegram that Mr. Edkins sent to 
Dr. Earle Page, in which he said, " You 
must support the Nationalist Federal Go
vernment." 

Mr. MORGAN: What did Earlc Page say 
about the1t? 

Mr. PEASE : It is not what he said. 
What did he do? The Labour party are 
quite prepared to stand up to anything we 
do. 

Mr. MoRGAN: W.h<·re do you get your 
lighting funds? 

Mr. PEASE: I ha,ve got m'' own funds 
and a. few pounds that the Labour battlers 
subscribe. The ra.ilway nan·ics-thf' poopll' 
you talk about-arc gcod enough to sub
scribe a certain sum of money. What 
ha ppencd t.o Edkins·~ wire? He sent a 
wire, and Earle Pago sent him a camou
flag-ed rcplv. What did Edkins do? What 
did the Co~ntry party do? Several motions 
have been brought forward in the Federal 
House to ·destroy the Hughcs Government, 
but every time a divi5ion took place a con
venient number of tb" Country party were 
away. The Country party stand throughout 
~\ustralia as a camouflaged party. who are 
not game to stand up to anything they do, 
or to stand np for an:ybody behind them. 
Like many other people, the:.· have no hesi
tation in repndiating everything they do. 
Hon. members opposite talk about \'cl1at 
Earle Page did in t.he Commonwea.lth Par
liament. Everybody knows that Ea1:le Page 
got a number of members to remam away 
and the motion of Mr. Charlton, the leader 
of the Federal Labour party, was defca ted. 
The hon. member for Oxley, a.ccording to 
a local paper, said-

" The Country party arQ trying to get 
unanimitv and to bring about the allying 
of forces inside the House as well as 
outside the Honse." 

The hon. member for Townsville said that 
th<J Country party wa,; not a sectional party. 
If so, why is there a.ll this cry for unity? 
I am going to connect up this nnity cry with 
the meeting of the gra,iers which took place 

1l:lr. Pease.] 
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in Longrcach last year. At that meeting, 
when roll work was dealt with, Mr. Geary 
rnoved-

" That the executive of the United 
Graziers' A•"•ociatior, be urged to make 
it obligatory on all political organisa
twns clarmmg or requiring political sup
port from the association's funds to 
advise specifically the tenitorv for which 
support is required for organising pur
poses, wr th a vrew to economy and the 
pre':entwn of overlapping of adminis
tratiOn so frequently responeible for 
three-qornered contest> and that the 
executive be requested' to withhold a.ll 
funds until provi~,ion is made for 
co-operation." m 

r-rhat motion was_ carried at Lo!lgreach, rati
fied at tho mcetmg of the Umted Graziers' 
ExecutiYe Council in Brisbane, and sent on 
to tho_ Prnnary Producer~,' lJnion rnc~"}ting, 
at whrch the leader of the Opposition and 
hon. nlernbers sitting behind hin1 were pre
"ont. 'They now say, " Let us have unity." 

l'iir. VowLES: I was not there. 

Mr. PEASE: You were there with the 
graziers and the Primary Producers' Union 
people. I know what hr;ppcned. If vou do 
not stand up to the pPople outside, they will 
wrthhold all funds until provision is made for 
co-operation. That is why the hon. member 
for Oxky is going outsi.cJo pleading for unity. 
He knows that, if nnity is not secured, he may 
possrbl.v not get the funds he requirf>s. That 
i~ why "'e. hav·c this cry for unity all the 
trme. ~g:am, at the annual council meeting 
of the 'Cmtcd Graziers' Association in August. 
1921, Mr. Wcclker moved and Mr. Butler 
seconded, and it was carried-

" That a levy of 7s. 6d. per 1,000 sheep 
and 500 cattle and horses be called up for 
political purposes." 

I am link~ng this up with the question of the 
funds wh1ch are provided to do this roll 
work. The assessments and levies collected 
in 1921 totalled £24,517. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Nonsense! 
:Vl:r. PE \SE: It is all very well fOi' the 

hon. member to laugh. He was at that meet
ing, and he knows as well as I do that a fund 
of £24,517 was collected to defeat Labour. 
That wa·: the amount shown as the proceeds of 
this lt>vy for one y·ear. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I a•k the hon. 
member to address the chair. 

Mr. PEASE: It seems a :·trange thing that 
the La?our party are able to hold any seats 
at all m Queensland when vou consider the 
"·ork that is going on-the deliberate attempt 
to tamper with the rolls, and the amount of 
money that is behind these )Wople. Everv 
hon. member on this side has to depend fo~· 
his election expenses on the labourers of 
Queensland, who ha Ye Yery little moncev. \\' c 
are not ashamed to acknowledge that. • Evcrv 
member on this side is controlled by a local 
Workers' Political Organisation. Any roll 
work is done voluntarily by these men·. \Y o 
have !lot got the money to put an army of 
men m every centre of Queensland. As I 
pointed out, this work originated in the 
North. where the Country party had a fund 
of over £3,000 to do it with. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: \1\'ha.t has that got 
to do with roll work? 

Mr. PEASE: It has this to do with it-that 
the roll, may be tinkered with. Mr. Garbutt 
said that the first thing to do was to have 

[Mr. Pease. 

names removed from the roll. Hon. members 
on this side have only a small body of work
men to depend on to enable them to get into 
this House. When you consider the great 
amount of money that is controlled b" the 
Opposition, it is astounding to think that any 
Labour man can get here at all. I can only 
put it down to the fact that the people have 
a wakened to the truth. 

:\Ir. FLETCHER: vVe don't know where this 
n1onoy is. 

Mr. PEASE: You know where the money 
is all ri"ht. Hon. members opposite make 
out they" are political puricts, and come here 
and wash their hands of everything. 'The 
Iron. member for Tmvn,,ville said that, if 
we could prove that G arlmtt and Bradle,v 
have been doing this sort of thing, he would 
rr,ign his vositjon. I consider we hav-e 
clearly JHOved it. \Ye have proved what is 
going on in the Xorth. \Ve know that Car
butt went to the Central district, and then 
he came to the South. IV e know the circular 
sent out to the squatters asking that ticks 
be' placed against the lHt!nC-3 of their em
ployees who were supposed to be Labou_r. 
Thal comvlctod the chain. The whole cham 
\\as st'lrtcd in the ~ ort h. It was started 
at the b,·-election in Herbcrt. when thousands 
of pOlU1~·1s were spent to ""\-in thu seat. One 
of the supportPrs of hon. members opposite 
wont right through thP electorate v ith 
the designation of "Rolls Officer." The 
Attornev-General stated that a deliberate 
attempt. had been made to corrupt the roll. 
I do not want to weary the House, but I 
want to drive home the corrupt state 
of the junta controlling the hon. mem
bers opposit~ with the main object of 
getting· rid of the Govemment. ::V1cmbers 
epl'o--1tc have got the mane,-. and \VC kno"\V 
that their organis.'rs outside are engaged 
in i,J bncr nam PS off the roll. EYery member 
d the Government party has to fight his 
o!oct:on with the help that he can get from 
his own \Vorkers' Political Organisation, 
lH'Gtu::-p he cannot afford to pay anvbody. 
\Ye are quite propa.red to leave the' roll work 
to officers of the Crown. The Labonr party 
belieYe in putting m·ery name on the roll, 
and v .. ; haYe alwavs done that. \Vc n0vcr 
strike names off. I'havc been associated with 
Federal and State clectious for voars. a.nd I 
have often been seated at a tab.le in Cairns 
and put the natnes of nwn and won1en on 
the roll. no matter what their political 
opinions \Yore. \Ve knew they would not vote 
for us, but we filled in their forms for them. 
Yet hon. men;bers opposite talk about fight
ing "·ith the gloves off. They will not stand 
nn to am·thing they do at all. If members 
o],posite '1ue going· to do these things, it is 
just as well \Ye should let the people know 
'vha.t ls going on. There is a. bi~ po\vcr 
out to dcstrov the Government. and I want 
the people of Queenslan? to know . it. If 
attem11ts are made to mterfere wrth the 
electoral rolls while we arp in power, what 
will they do next? \Ve ant to make a fair 
appeal to the people, and \Ve want t~e people 
to know what the money power is domg. The 
'llpportcrs of the party onposite try to 
load the dico everv time. They are out to 
destrov the Government bcc·ausc of what we 
have done for the benefit of the people. If 
we had neglected our dutv to the people. 
whv find all this money? It is only because 
we' have done our dnty that all this money 
is raised to try and defeat us. The sup
porters of the party opposite resort to these 
tactics because we ha Ye fearlessly done our 
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,duty by the people of Queensland. The 
Premier has refused to ally himself with the 
enemies of the people. \Vhen the time 
,cornP,< and we decide upon it. we will havo 
an E'kciion. \Ve will go to the people when 
\V8 t ay so, and when wo put our case before 
thP electors they will sweep the party oppo
;;itt• off the face of the political field. 

Mr. MORGA:"i (.1Iurilla): It is quite 
>evident that we were in Committee last 

Friday, because otherwise I feel 
L7.30 p.m.] sure you, Mr. Spc>aker, would not 

have all m> Nl the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat to be guilty 
of such tedious rppetition as haYing the 
~anw '~pe0ch put into " Ham:ar·d " to-da v 
that as rut into " Hamard " on Frida~ .. 
last. 

l\1J. PE.!..SE: rrhat is nDt correct. I nCY('l_' 
mentioned ono word about Longreach on 
Friday. 

Mr. MORGAK: The fact that he repeats it 
. seems to show that he thinks that by saying 
1t often enough it rna v carry F:ome special 
weight. As a member -of the Country party 
I am ycr:,· sorry to Fay that we ha YE' not all 
the funrl,; tho hon. member talks about. I 
only ish we had. I wish l could obtain 
from the party £300 or £400 to assist me in 
fighting my election. ·cp to tlw present time 
[ have had live contests, and I have paid 
t.he money they have cost out of my own 
pockPt; and, so far as I kno\v every n1ernber 
on this side of the House has 'done the same. 
I can .honc--tly '·ay that I do not know of one 
-hilling being placed in the hands of any 
tne1nber of any party on this side for th1': 
purpose of fighting his election campaign. 

A GOVERX:\fEXT MEMBER: Did you ever got 
Jny money from Mr. J. P. Petcrson? 

Mr. MORGA::\: I have never known Mr. 
.J. P. Petcrson to hiwe any money to give 
to any n1em bcr. Evcrv ono of us is sorrv 
that lie has to pay so 'tnuch out of his ow~1 
]lOcket. I am ~nre rr1ernbers on the Govern-
11lPJJt side haYe more of their "''pcnses naid 
th<tn we do, and it costs them less to fight 
an E'lection than it does members on this side. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You are ·wrong. 

Mr. :YIORGAl'\: I haYP been informed 
more than once that Labour candida tcs in 
!he :Ylurilla electorate have received £50 at 
the commencement of the can1naign with 
which to fig·ht the contest. a.mi that the 
'.Vorkers' Political Organisations in the 
diffE'rent portions of the electorate have 
ddr~~crl the candidate.,' hotel pxpensc·, cost 
of lur1ng motor ca1·-. or coa.chPs, and adverti~
ing. In fact, on more than one occasion 
I have known a 'Workers' Political Organisa· 
tion snp!lorter. perhaps the secretary, to take 
round a subscription list, and I have con
tributed. It. is a well-known fad th:ct cau
didates who go into a narticular localitv 
rec<'ive the whole of their. expensE'S; and. if 
thPre .""? a few shillings or a few pounds 
oyel', 1t Js h~ncled to them beforE' the,· go on 
to the next httle centre. The Minister cannot 
<kny that Lahour candidate's !'eccive £50 
frorn th0ir organisations to con1mence vvith. 
ancl perhap< a g-reat deal more. Primarv 
produce1·s, whether theY be graziers. wheat
growers, or butter producers, havo the rip,-l1t 
to contribute to a. fund to assist eandida.tes 
who. are prep_ared to support platforms con
ducn·e to then' welfare. I am not ashamed 
to admit that. if the. producers in my elec
torate were prepared to contribute to a fund 

tD a~ sist n1e in a.ny w~y '. such as by hiring 
motor cars, I would Willingly accept it. In 
one portion of rny clcetorah" sorne of the 
1wople meet 1nc with rnotor car8 and take 
1ne ltL·re and there, anti I a1n not expected to 
pay, but that is all the help I get in the 
< •luntry. I welcome that assistance, and 1 
am proud of the men who ofl'er it. It relieves 
me, as a candidate, of expense, and I sav that 
no candidates should be so much o'ut of 
pocket by fighting an election as we on this 
Ride are. 'rhe hon. Jneinb(~r for Grcgorv 
knows that if he had to pa~' all his own 
expense'"' it would cost hirn a cons-idPrablP 
arr.ou:nt of n1oncy. He cannot g€'t on a 
penny tran1 if he want:-, to p·o to a m ~·et inn· 
nor 'give twenty-four hour~"', notice of it':' 
lw lws to giye a month's notice. Supposo 
th<•re is a ]eyy on sheE'p and rattle for politi, 
ral purpo~es. There is no disgrace in that. 
I am not going to deny that cnch a thing 
exists, I "·ould be onl_l' too pleased to be 
able to handle some of that IIlOll<"V and haYe 
it go to assist other members ori this sld(' . 
Do not the Labour party ma.ko ('Ompulsorv 
lt vies on unionists'? Did thPv not Jna.kc ~ 
lev,· of 10s. on tlw unionists tliroup;lwut Aus
tralia for the purpose of establishing Labour 
m•w·.papers? \Yas that !lot part of their 
political propagancltt to get nrcn1bers into 
Parlian1ent, and to enablf' thcrn to win 
seats from the other party'? \Vhat is thl' 
hon. member for Herb<'rt complaining about: 

Mr. PEASE: I am eomplaining about 
" monkeying" with the rolls. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am with tlw hon. mmn
bcl' in saying that nobody should attempt to 
get any n1an or 'vo1nan off the roll; but, 
whilst we ought to see that ever,\~ pPrson \vho 
is eligible gets a votfl, 've ought. also to see 
that no pPrson is eligible to Yotc three times, 
once in each of three diffc<rent cl<>ctorates. 
\Ve hrtve a right to sec thnt dead men and 
v,-omcn do Dot rise fr01n their gray0s and 
cast votes. There is such n thing as ho yjnp; 
dirty rolls, anrl we have them be~mhe peopl~ 
are on more than one roll. It is po"i~Jio foe 
a man to be on a dozcn rolls if he so d<,ires. 
'l'lw onlv wa ,. bv '' hich he can be removed 
is b:v nOtifyi~g \vh0n he ron1cs into a new 
electorate that he ha.s left his old electorate. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are quite 
wrong. 

:'vir. MORGAN: I could give instances in 
my electorate and produce my own roll to 
show that men who have been out of Queem
land five or six years haye still got their 
names on the roll. I suppli<>d !·he elBctoral 
registrar with a list, but he said, " \V e cannot 
put them off until they put in applications to 
~rot on other rolls." At the last election one 
of my supporters who had gone a" ay to New 
South \Vales about two years before happened 
to be in Miles on busin0ss with his brother 
and found that he was on the roll there. Both 
men were n1~r supporters and the on(' who 
had come back from l'\ew South \Vales 
r0eordcd his vote. The ocrutincPr of the 
Labour partv objected to his voh', but the 
r0turning ofEcer said. " I 1nust glYc hin1 a 
vote because his name is on ilH' roll." 'Ho 
knew that he had been awav, as thev kncv• 
,~af'p. ,~t:hcr by the na1nes ·of " Bill" an~ 

J nn m tl1e same town. 
The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Was he a 

resident of Miles when he recorded the vov 

Mr, MORGA:"f: He went a. way to Ne;, 
South Wales and did not apply to get on 

Mr. 1fn>·r:wn.] 
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any other Queensland roll. 'rho result was 
that his name was not taken off the Murilla 
rolL 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE : \¥hen he 
Yoted, how long had he been in Miles? 

Mr. MORGAN: Several weeks. He was 
entitled to vote because his name was on the 
roll. He was a resident of Queensland when 
he first got on the roll, and the fact that he 
was away for two years would not have dis
qualified him had he arrived back onlv the 
day before. " 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Did you send for 
him? 

Mr. MORGAN: That is a sensible question. 
I .must have a lot of money to send all that 
•hstanco for the sake of getring one vote at 
a cost of £20 when I knew that I would win 
l:y a majority of 500 or 600. That is just 
hke the Secretarv for Mines · he handles so 
much money thO:t a few pdunds here and 
there !'re nothing .. He spends money like 
water I_n the State mmes. Ho is always going 
to got It back, accordmg to him. He has the 
1niner's gan1bling instinct-digginrr and dio-
fSing, fossicking and fossicking, ahv~ys exp 'c1-
mg to get gold. Unfortunately, it is not his 
own money but Government monev that ho 
is spending·. I hope he does got I:e,ults for 
the good of the State. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. memb r 
must deal with the vote. 

Mr. MORGAN: With all the discJo,ures 
that the hon. member for Herbort made in 
respect to these particular matters and with 
all his quotations from documents which came 
into posscs,ion of his party in a very question
able manner, c:>n it be said that we have no 
r!ght to have political funcb? We have every 
nght to protect our,elves against the people 
opposite, who ar-e out to cripple us. In the 
process they are crippling the capitalists, who 
gtve employment, and the worker. We have 
a right to protect ourselvee first of all and 
to pmtcct those who are depending up~n us 
for tl_wir living. The man ho employs 5,000 
men ts a b .. nefactor. He is of more use to the 
country than the agitator who endeavours to 
get those 5,000 men to go on strike. That 
man deserve':. encouragement and assistance. 
He has a right to protect his industrv his 
property, his wife. and his familv. If h~ can 
do that. by subscribing to an _org(micution, he 
has a nght to do It. There IS not a member 
on the other side who goes out and fights an 
electiOn and comes back more out of pocket 
than the members on this side. (Government 
dt"ent.) A question was asked in this House 
recently in connection with the manner in 
which " Liberty Fair" funds were disposed 
of. This question relat-c>d to the " Liberty 
Fair" being hdd in Toowuomba. No doubt. 
thP same thing obtains wherever " Libertv 
Fair " goes. A certain arnount of tho prO
ceeds goes to a local charity, but the big bulk 
of it goes to the men who promote this 
gambling institution. It was shown that 15 
per cent. went to the local ·band and 15 
per cent. to tho Trades Hall Board. \0rlwt 
is t h" TradPs Hall Board'? It is a politic<tl 
institution. 

Mr. BRENNA)<;: No. 

Mr. MORGAN: If the hon. member did 
not have upon him the brand of the Trades 
Hall he vmuld not bn able 1.o stand as a 
candidate for Toowoomba. (Di·sordcr.) The 
hon. member for Bowen also is branded; he 
is not a " clean-skin " in that respect. Let 

[Mr. Morgan. 

us see ""here the balance of this money went-· 
30 per cent. went to thee Brisbane " Daily 
Standard." \Vas not that for political pur
poses., Why is the " Dailv Standard" 
depending upon profits from" gamblino- to 
enable it to keep going? Is it not a pa~t of 
the political propaganda used by the Labour 
party to enable them to remain on the Trea
sury bench s? Hon. members know perfectly 
well whale it is. I have no conmlaint to make 
against the " Daily Standard." It generally 
puts in the meaning of what I say. I do not 
wish to say that it does not report me fairly 
in re,pect of all matters, so far as their space· 
permit'. They say I am a 'l'ory, but that 
does not matter. But I notic ~d that in 
Saturday's issue, after certain matters had 
been ventilated on Fridav in connection with 
proprietary ·racing and those connected with 
it, the report of the speeches was omitted 
entirely from the " Daily Standard." The 
"Dailv Standard" and I at ono time were 
one in' connection with proprietary racing. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hon. 
nwmber connect his remarks with the vote. 

Mr. J'.IORGAN: I am endeavouring to do 
so. I wani· to show tho gn'at pow<0r 
which the " Dailv Standard " nossesses in 
connection with educating public- opinion at 
election time, and to point out that the 
" Daily Standard" left out completely the 
remarks made about propri otary racing, 
although that paper used to be with me and 
others against the monopoly of proprietary 
racing. I hope it still is of the same opinion, 
but it looks very peculiar that nothing was 
said in connection with those remarks. The 
answer to this question also ,hov.-s that 40 per 
c 'nt. of the proceeds went to the owner of 
the plant. That shows how the Labour party 
will endeavour by all means-whether fair or 
foul-to obtain funds for politic<tl purposes. 
I do not blame the Labour party. Let us be· 
fair. I do not object to funds being s~b
scribed for hon. members opposite for fightmg· 
purposes, if it is so desired. I recognise that 
they have to have fighting· funds. Those 
funds vverc in existence in politics long before 
I or anv other hon. member in this House was 
born. "Perhaps for hundreds of years fun:ds 
haYo been raised bv different partie' to asstst 
their candidates ir{' connection with elections. 
::-.Jo matter what may be said, while party 
politics remain so those funds will continue. 
I think that, if a man has the ability to repr<;
sent a party, the least he should expect IS 
that his expenses be paid. Unfortunately, 
that has not been so in my case; I have 
always been out of pocket to a certain extent. 
I believe the organisation would bo only too 
pleased if their funds were such as to allow 
them to pay the whole of the can?idates' 
expenses, so that, when the contest ts over, 
whether we win or lose, we shall not be out 
of pocket. There is nothing wrong with that. 
There is no necesqitv for making a big mouth
ful. as the hon. meinber for Herb0rt did. If 
th8 pa'"'tora1iFts rai:'o funds for the purpose 
of protecting their interests, they w~mld not 
be doing their duty If they did not rmse those 
funds. Tlw wlwatgrowers or the butter pro
ducers would not b3 doing their duty if they 
did not sulbcribe something to a fighting 
fund to help their candidates to win so that 
thev would have as representative' men who 
would see that they got a living wage, the 
same as the worker does. It is a cowardly 
thing to expect a man to go out and fi!)ht 
the battles of other people and not recetYe 
any expenses. The Labour party believe that 
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a candidate should be paid for his work. I 
ara not ashamed of the fact that our party 
has funds, hut I am sorry that the figures 
CJ u.otod by the hon. member for Herbort are 
not true. 

Mr. l'~ASE: I quoted from the Primary 
Producers' Union balance-sheet. 

;}fir. l\lOHGAN: If that organisation had 
thusu funJs, we vvDuld have heanl about it. 
l tmve Jll'\·cr he.trd about it. 

Mr. l'EAtiE: Your leader knows all about it. 

Mr. ::\10HGA:;\I: I -am sorry to say that 
the fund~ do not exist. The hou. HlUllllJCl' ha~ 
found a "Jnare"s nest." Can the l',;linistcr 
ohow that namn of persons who should not 
be on l'Ll'htill roll:; have been re!noYed '? 1 
~an point to nantcs on the )lurilla electoral 
rotl that should not be there. 

Tho ~\TTOl·G\EY-GE~EHAL: l l'Ull ~hO\V tho 
lw11. gentlenuLn. 

.. 2\.lr. M9HG\X: I will only be too plc.1scd 
Jl the 2\_.~._IniStlr \Yill ~ho·w l1o1.; a pe1·sun's 
uanw is l'Clnovcd £ron1 a roll after he hao:s 
ueen out of the disteict for twelve months or 
JHOrl'. \,Vill the hou. gent1ernau CXl>lnin to 
thl' Cou,e how it can be do11e "! 

Tho . .\1'TORX£Y-GE~~ElU.L: \\~as the hon. 
HH•tubcr uot here tlw other ulght "·hen I Jid 
... o? 

:VIr. ::v;OHCAN: ?\o. 
The .ATTOilKEY-GE:-<EHAL: The hon. gentle

_nu.ln can read rn.: explanatiou in ·• 1-lansard. ,. 

The SPEAKEH: Order ! 

:0-Ir. MOHGA:\": I am afraid that it cannot 
be done. 

J>lr. PAY:;\IE (Jlitclu/1): Tho hon. member 
for ::Vlurilla sneeringly referred to Govcrn
uwnt rnelllben; beino· connected with the 
Trades Hall. \Vhat is the Trade· Hall? 
The Trarle Hall is simplv a builclino· bclono·. 
ing- to the trade union nloYf'UlC'nt of Quccn:
land, \\here the different uuion::o n1eet to do 
their businf's". I an1 prouJ of bein{l· con
Hcctcd "ith the Trades Hall. Th<;' hon. 
mcmbPr also said that members of the Go
Yerrnner~t got a heap of 111011ev in order to 
tour electorates and win campaigns. I haYP 
iJPe~ lJaying my O\Vn expenses. 

~lr. MORGA:-<: Does the hon. member eav 
that ho received no mane:;· at all? " 

Mr. P A YC\TE: For a considerable time I 
hn:ve been paying my own oxpf'TI<Sf's. Ju cer
tmn electorates there aro organisations v.-hich 
contribute to a fund. VYe had formerlv what 
was known a:> the \Yorkers' Political Qro-ani
satlon, but which is now called the Austr~lian 
Labour_ parte'· That body raises funds by 
'ome kmd '?! sports or some kind of gathcr
mgs of their own. Does anyone object to 
that • The workers verv often at oTcat 
inccnvenience to th~nlsel\-es. give ~nore 
money, comparatively, to their funds than 
do _the hi:nds of hon. members opposite to 
thmr pohbcal funds_ There can be no objec
tion to an honest fund for an honest purpose. 

Nrr. MoHGAX: \Vhv -does the hon. member 
object to our funds?" 

Mr. P A YC\T E: I will tell :-·ou directly. 
The Labour party arc not hiding their views. 
The Labour party's platform h11.s been pub
lished in the ne"·spapcrs year in and year 
out, and the party's politic:tl history is well 
known. The funds arc raised for on~ purpose 
only-that is, to help the endorsed candidate 
to win his seat. I am very proud to be con-

nocted with pc DJ> le who ·do a great deal of 
scll-sacnfJcJIIg. work, and who g·o out of their 
"\vay to work 1n an honorary capacitv to trv 
and better the rua.s.,es by r(~turning ~ rn4n t~ 
lWWL'r who are. pledged to the Lubour ]>lat
t~)flll aud to Introduce hun1ane legi~lation. 
1he hon. member for _Murilla asked why 1 
objected to their funds. 1 oujcct because 
rlwy arc usC'd ~or an 1111proper lJUl'lJOSL'. It ],..; 
a wel}-known iact that for the lu,t t>Yo yonro 
the ~?unir_y pa1:ty has had an oJ.:guurser out 
r:ceiYing, 1 Uohcve~ £12 a \YCuk, travclli11g 
~~e Barcoo,. ~\lJtdwll, und other electorate,. 
lnc:se organisers haYc handed to the electoral 
regFtrar:-3 in tho.sc Cl'lltres 1uanv lHLHll's for 
l'Prnoval fl'om the roll.::>. Is that 'not evident_! 
oE y,·hat tho fundG arc bL·ing U:":Jed for? 

:.\le. COSTELLO: You do the~ snmc thing. 

:\I1·. I'AYJ\"E: We do no1·hiw~· of the kind. 
y, <' ha Ye not 0110 man in ti''-' Labour movc

bdoup;ill t•ithcr to the industrial or 
~it! , ·~ho goes to an electoral regis

trar's oi-hc.- to trv and haye naHH'.:i erased 
frorr1 the l'{)ll. i cha]]engl hon. rnciubel'b 
oppo ite to pron: that we ha Yt'. 

)Il'. ::\lORG_\X: You allov.· dead HlC'll to b_, 
on the roll 

}Jr. PAY::\ E : The h<m. 111em her fr.,r 
:!.lurilia ta)ks tltrollgh hi~ hnt. 1 ndn1it that 
t~lP organL-.e-r::; have carried out their func
tioliS and haYo put uan1f'5 on the ro1l that 
olwukl be tlwre, but the,· hn.-e never 
att~rllptcd 1o c-rast• any nan!l'~ fron1 the ro]l. 
It Js 'H'Il lmovcn b2 the whole of the intelli
fU'l1t po1·tion of tlH~ Labm.n n1ovcrneut that 
the organiticrs cndclYour to get the narne of 
t~YC'l'Y rnan and cn.:rv won1an on the roll 
bt!CUU3e eight~· out Of ev0rv 100 in ('YCr\: 
electorate in Queensland ar·." workcn cithc"r 

lJaud or by brain, and we only "\Yant to 
all tb ' 11ames on the roll, G.~c:lUs' bv 

o d(~ing the orkt~r~ will b1•c·ome ~o cla·,S
c~rsc:Iou~ and so well orgaui,-,pd that then' 
\Ylll be no necessjty to spend nnv rnone-,- iH 

(,l'dt'i· to l'l'tu L'll a Labour Go\'l'l'lllllC'nt i11 
~LLC'C'n:~.Jar 1. The hou. tnc1nb0r for I-Ierbert 
1e: n·ry fortlHU:ltc indeC'd in havino· un( lrthed 
u.ll thio e.-idence •··hi· h he ha.' put before thl' 
House. I endorse all that he has '~id. I 
knew that it vnls going on. but I "\\-a'i not 
a~lco to get ai1y facts dealing with tlH• matter. 
Vv "· know that for the last two years the• 
political organisations of hon. n1en1 bp1 ..., 

~Jppo~jtc ha YP spent a good d. Pal of nlOllt"~T 
m thl' pastoral di,tricts of (,lueensiand. J11'.t 
Ima•rme £24.000 being obtaincd from tlw 
pa,toral industry and sent to X orth Queens
laud for one ;.'ear"s pay! In three years thP 
Bum would be nearly £80,000. In face of 
what is happening to-day, all I shall sav is 
that there is a tremendow; lot of money b~ino· 
1;rused 1n QuecnslP nd for a particular purpose~ 
l haye kn~wn the Labour party eveJ:> Since 
1?82. and_~ haw never known the offici:•ls, 
CJthcr pohbc." l or industrial, to stoop to anv
thmg l v;ould call dishon<·st. If I did. "I 
would not belong to the mon•mcnt. ;}/lis
takes may ha.-e been made; but if l found 
1n the "\VOrking-class movement the under
eurr.cnt, the whi~pering, and the undermjnino
t~r:tics that h~vc been adopted by th Oppo'": 
sitwn and thou supporters outside this House, 
I swear to ··ou I would not come into this 

House_. VVe havo only to carry 
[8 p.m.] our mmds back m'er the last three 

years. It is only a case of historv 
repeating itself. "\Ve know what was done 
~'cars ago before Labour was efficientlv 
organised in this State. \Ye know thaf, 

lift·. Payne.] 
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when the Tory party were sitting on the 
Treasury benches. the laws of the land were 
"" tJ·rannicrtl th>tt Labour could not lift up 
its head. \Ye know what was dmw with the 
rolls at that time, and the part;: opposite 
are attempting to do the same t.o-day. 
Although I know that the :\finistcr in charge 
of this business is alive to hi< dutv, I want 
to tc•ll him that he cannot be too much alive. 
I have bcPn travelling- a goo·d deal throug·h 
Queensland, and I have seen a great deal 
that I do not c>tre to speak about here. 
The only hope that the Opposition and their 
::.upporter: have of cYel' gaining the Treasury 
benches is through the power of the capital
istiL Pre~s, bv doping the \Yorkers of thi~ 
State, by fal~ing the rolls, and by seeing 
that as many of the workers as possible arc 
struck off th0 roll. The Gov0rnmont arc not 
active enough. I-IaYing been connected so 
long with the working-class movement, I 
know the unscrupulous methods adopted by 
the capitalistic class of this State. They 
\vill stop at nothing. I am 11ot accusing 
members of the Opposition individually. 
Th~rc may be so1ne decent rnt>n among thc1n; 
but tlw people they rcprc,cnt will stop at 
nothing to get this Government out of power. 
and, when I sa.v that, I ~ay a good deal. 
It behoves the Government and the leaders 
of the orgar;i5ations outside to be '"'ide awake 
to all the unscrupulous and unmanly tactics 
that hclYf' been adopted to \vipc out the 
Labour Government. As I said before. I do 
not stltnd for stuffed rolls. I do not believe 
in men or won10n bcin~ on the roll unless 
they ha \'8 a perfect right to be ther0. The 
hon. member for :Murilla gets up in this 
lloq~,o and makes ll10''t c•xtrayagant ~tate
HlPnts. 

J\ir. J\1oRGAX: Very true. 

J\lr. PA YJ\iE: H c• got up to-night and said 
sornothlng about "'dead 1nenls votes" and 
about rncn voting in two or three electorates. 
EYerv nlcrnber in thi8 IIou~o must renlen1-
ber that there· was an pxhaustive inquiry 
rnade a year or two ago into the charge that 
was rna.do v•:ith regard to plural voting, and 
the Principal Electoral Registrar stated that 
thcro had been no plural voting. 

:\1r. }10RGA!-;: Evcrv member over there 
gch a certain nu1nbei~ every election. 

:\h. P A YKE : You don't know your 
electoral laws. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. m em· 
her must addrc's the Chair. 

2\lr. PA YXE: I am glad that th" GO\·crn· 
ment have vciped out the poctal vote. Any 
man or \VOITlan can vote at an:"' polllng-bcoth 
in Queensland to-clay, but so1ne provi:;;.ion 
should be madP for " sick porsm1. It is all 
moonshine for thec,,c people to talk about the 
0-normous arnount of n1oney that the worklng
clas,:; nloYerr1cnt has got. Vfhatcver n1oney 
thj 3 ,~·orking-class lTIOYen1ent has got, it has 
been obtained from tho worker.o, It 11" not 
been tnkPn frorn the great big money-bags 
of this State- to do dirtv work. It has lwen 
obtained from thC' \Yor:kcrs · in a legitimate 
wav to do 1P[6timatc work-to advance this 
gr0at working-claf,S moven1ent that one ·da::· 
-perhaps r-ot in n1y time-will ~\Yecp tlw 
Comnwnwcalth of Australia and cverv other 
part of the \Yorld. " 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (JJrcrnrr): I believe. 
genom ll:c speaking. that thf' elections in this 
StatP f!l'O eondurted in a verv drcr-nt vvnv. 
The majority of the returning oHiccrs n;,o 

[Mr. Payne. 

thoroughly competent, and they do their 
'York 'cry decentl;.-; and I 'vas particularly 
pleased that the hon. memhPr for J'vlurilla 
chould hayo madc an app0al to us to be fair. 
That is a very decent appeal, and one to 
which we may rbpond. I would like to 
suggest to the Minister that he instruct his 
oflicers to do the same as the Federal people 
do in rco:ard to their oflicers. All Federal 
officers a';.·e instructed to inspect the Statc 
rolb and claims for State onrolmcnts, and 
that any applicants for enrolment on the 
State rolls who have not applied for cnrol
ruent on the Comrnotnvealth rolls shall h!.!
immediatc]y notified of thC> ddc•ct and b· 
supplied ":ith cards and notitlod that, if 
they do not comply with the notitlcation, they 
n1a~· be sun1moned. Our State officers n1ight 
reason,Jbly inspect Commomvcalth applica· 
tion~ for crnoln1cnt a11d get our rolh deecntl_, 
prrfpct. The Commonwealth officers evidently 
haY!' the right to use our oflic"r", and we' 
might ask them to return the compliment b:: 
allowing JJS to -,e, their applications for 
c•nrolnwnt. The hon. member for )lurilla 
made an appeal to us to he fair. and lw 
also said that there was no U'3e denving there 
were sueh things as party funds, and I am 
very plPa~ccl he P.aid there was no u·,(' den -
ing it. \Ye all know there are party funds, 
and it is no use denying their existence. J 
\Yonder ,,-by they disguise the ource of 
their funds. I have in my hand copies of 
some interesting documents. As a matter of 
fact. they are copiE'• of balance-•,hects and 
r<'ccipts and disbursements of the Prinutrv 
Producers' Cnion and of the Graziers' Ass~
ciation covc>ring the period to the end of 
DecPmbor. 1919, and, in thc- case of the 
Grazicr:3' ..c\ssociation, up to the· 3l:'it l\farch. 
1921. The receipts and expenditure of that 
orga11isation 1'hO\Y that during the year an 
amount was collerted as asse''·SD1Cllts and 
lE>vi''" fur political purposes totalling £24,51'1 
14s. 9-d. 01le or two of the items of expcndi
tnre are Yer.'.~ interesting. Ouc itern i~ 
'· Political lm·ies distributed other than to 
Brisbane ofhce,;, £3.450." It aloo shows ah 
arnount of "Lnited Grazier·· ..c\ssociation, 
£12,816 7&. 2d." That shows one of th,, 
sources from which these funds arc obtained 
1\ow. the Primarv Producers' Union's state
ment of receipts' and expenclituro from 1st 
February to 31st Decc~mber, 1919, discloses 
that tho receipts included a subsidy of £3.000 
frun1 ilH~ L'nited Graziers' Association of 
Qm•pnsland. The otlwr amount" that thev 
rccci vcd are rr1o~t enlightening, so far a~:-3 
the tot;d is concerned. The,: receive-cl £3.000 
frOJn thC' -Cnite-d Graziers' A.ssociatiOu; fro1n 
the Queensland Farmers' L'nion. £126; from 
the l~nitell Cancgrcnvcrs' A:-:o;;ociation, £14. 
and from me m hers' fc0s £6 10s. Th~v 
r('ccivecl one or two further amounts. Fro1~1 
the ~ur.::cnslnnd Farmers' lJnion the.v rC'ccivc·d 
£459 7s.; but thcv took ycry fine care to 
r0fnnd to tho Queensland Fanners' l;njon
it shows on the oiher side-a sum of £430. 
eo that they really received from the One< ns
lnnrl FarmPrs' Union an an1ount of £29. 
Thev also received as a donati~n from the 
Quc~'nsland Gl~az:iPrs' AssoC'ia.tion. to "Tlu' 
Rt•turncd Sol-diers and Citizr'ns' Political 
Federation. £200." I fancy I have !ward 
that name before. , 

:\fr. Fomm: That is a ~ationalist organisa
tion. 

i\1r. F. A. COOPER: The Returned 
Soldiers and Citizens' Political Federation 
recoi.vcd £200 froni tho GraziNs' Associa.tion 
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for the same purposes-for enrolment pur
poses and the payment of organi ,ers to get 
oome people on the roll and to get others 
off the roll. 

11r. P.HKE: The graziers arc the 80Urce 
of supply. 

2'\lr . .F. A. COOPEH: They are the ,,om·cc 
of supp]y so lar as the Primary Producers' 
L: nion is concerned. If you go through the 
balance-sheet, you will find that the l'astor
alists' ~·.kf>Oci a tion handed oYer a srnall 
donation-perhaps, £20,000 or £30,000-to the 
United Graziers' Association. All these 
organisations I have mPntioncd are bound 
together to protect the big interests, which. 
as tho hon. member for :\1urilla pointed 
out, are badly in need of protection. He 
'aid that, if these people did not want to 
hand in contributions to the political funcls, 
it wa pretty rough to be expected to protect 
their illterests if thev di'l not subscribe. 
These fundQ are justifiable·. and~ I say with 
the hon. n•ember for l\1urilla, ·'Let us be 
fftil'. an 1 not only own up that we have politi
cal funds, but stah) wh>re they con1e fron1 
and "·hat \V'."l do with them." It ic; a very 
decent plea \vhich the hon. memb•'r for 
:\fmi!h make>, aJC·,i I hope that lw will act 
up to it in tho fcture and lot us know the 
"onrt~e of all tht. ..;p funds. There aro son1'C 
qno~~tions which I dare c-ay the hon member 
for 11:ll·y'ou1'ough will pnt n1c right abottt 
if I am \\TOJW-" By their works ye shall 
knotv thcnt." but I kno'". nothing truer than 
thi·<. " That b,- the source of their funde 
shall yo abo know them." 

-:\fir. BllEJ';-XAl' (Toowoornba): I do not 
think thi., 1'l' ointion should go through with
out furthPr c0mm,_•r.t. I am plc<c.ed that the 
hun mt~rnbor ~-or ~lunl1a ~drnit..:; that sorne 
funJs hn....-c be~ en Rnbscribrd for bis party
inci•H'Iill>' the £2C:.GCO subscribed by tLc 
United Graziers' Association, ·without men~ 
tioni11g what. tho insuranco cmnpanics, the 
tt'annYay con1pany, and other bjg combine8 
operating in Queensland haY(' suh--:t.?ribed 
The• hon. mcmbc•r said that h0 got nothing;. 
and >Yhy shou11 ho be paid'? Hon. r:1cmbPn 
nl~c lwre to do tt~t~ bu~incss of th'cir ma:ster~ 
The organi~~ers of hon. n1ernbers op;_JD~it0 
go out. Und pluck the rolls, t~ .. king naHH'~ off 
wlwren•r thev can. \Ve know fmm what th<' 
Attorn0v-Ge;oral has said that once the r0ll 
is plucl;ed you can keep the feather, in ~he 
bag. Th0 m.,mbers of the Opposition reminJ 
me of t!1c fruit-Larrow battlers we see in 
the strePt who keep their gc od stuff on tho 
ior of the barrc,,-. It is. all very well to 
want to rush tht'~P rcsolntlons through to a 
certain stage, but tbe purification of the 
rolls is a vital question i·o the people of 
Qwcenslrmd, who chould be warned of the 
danger being cansed bp the or~an1scr~ \vllo 
a.rc going round, supported by the f 1Jn~.1s 
of the capitalistic class. There are six 
organisers in :'-Jorthcrn Queensland working 
in different electorates, and l\1r. Brz•dley says 
that they have had 2,000 n <1n0s token nff 
the roll in tho Burk? ekctoratc alon0. The 
workers haYe to be shown th0so things. \Y0 
know ihat thetf> is a dang<'r lurking in tlv· 
harkdoor polic~~ of thC' allt'gcd Farrr1 rs' 
pnrty I think it wcmld be :'-dl for tiE' 
A.ttL,rncv-Gf~nPral to ('nd out a circular \1. a.rn~ 
in-' the "r''"l·lc to 1-e vPry careful when the.y 
mo.-o into a new electorate to see that therr 
nanw' are put on the roll. People hero gi.-e 
political agents thoi1· applications for trans
fers. bdioving that they arc g·oing to be 
rcgistorccl in the new cJpctorato, but at the 
next election they have found they are not 

on the roll. The Opposition cannot. · .. yin the 
election honestly and by straight-out metbods. 
They say that we on this side represent a 
minority of the electors in the State, and. if 
tbev knock 2.000 names of!' tbe roll in each 
electorate besidr< the Burke electorate, it 
"ill be one of the greatest dangers we have 
to face. I would like to see every hon. 
member on this side voice his protest at the 
conduct of the Opposition in regard to this 
matter. Hon. members onposite say that 
wo do not know what our "party are doing. 
\\'o know what the party of the hon. member 
for \Yarwick were doing at tho 1907 election 
in that <:onstitucncy. wh('n £2 was being 
paid for a vote. The hon. member for 
'Warwick himself 'did not know of it, but 
thf'rc -was an cJecl ion petition over it. A 
candidate should be recponsiblo for these 
things; but, before that is decided upon, we 
should warn the people. and tho Electoral 
Registration Office should eeo that these mal
practices aee discontjnucd. The organisers 
of hon. members opposite arc not out to get 
J,amf's on the roll but to get them off the 
roll. and £5.000 a year is being expended for 
that purpose by the organisations of those 
hon. members. 'l'hoy say that we collect 
funds for political purposes, and we are 
pleaecd to ray that wo do so. The hon. 
rnPrnbor for Mm·illa ·ays that they are 
collecting funds, but how are tboso funds 
L('ing used ? 'fhcro is not a paid organiser 
in the Labour party to-tlfl.y who is putting 
name·; on tho roll and taking them off, all 
roll work being done in an honorary capacity, 
but hon. members opposite are spending 
t hm.nands of pounds a year in that \t ork. 
'\Vo find in the Federal arena that. when 
~Ir. Hughes had money subscribed for the 
purpose of dealing with the rolls, somo of it 
v·as u,od to pm·chase Senator Ready. They 
bought Senator Ready and induced him to 
f!Pt out so that Senator Earlo could take his 
place. 

Mr. FRY: Those arc improper remarks 
that you are making. If a member of the 
Federal Parliament made those remarks 
concerning you, you would say that they 
were improper remarks 

Tho SPEAKEH: Or<:lor! 
:i\Ir. HRENKAN: Th0 little gentleman 

will be finished in a minute. (La.ughter.) 
I was pointing out that Senator Ready 
resigned his soat in th,, Federal Parliament, 
and that Senator Earle took his place. 
That is one way that they spent the party 
fund instead of spending it on E'lectoral 
rolls. We also know that Mr. Hughes, the 
Prime Minister, got £25,000 out of that 
fund. Why should they give £25,000 to 
ono man? 

Tbe SPEAKEH : Order ! I hope the hon. 
gentleman will connect his remarks with the 
question before the House. 

Mr. BHENNAN: I intend to come back 
to that. It io a dangerous innovation. We 
want to know why this money is being sub
scribE'd. In the case of Labour candidates 
it is a question of £50 or £100 that we get 
towards our election ex pen sec, but in the 
case of hon. members opposite hundreds of 
pounds and thousands of pounds are sub
scribed. Their organ~eers do all the dirty 
work before the elcctior. comes on. They 
phwk the roll before the election 'cm< s on. 
I ~av that the Attorney-General should be 
alert; and take all pos,,ible means to give 
ad.-icc to the JWople of Oucr•n land as to 
what these organisers are doing. 

Hcsolution agreed to. 

111r. Bnnnan.] 
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Resolutions 41 to 56, both inclusive, 
agreed to. 

Resolution 57-" Department of Public 
Lands, Chief Office"-

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): When the Esti
mates fo.r the Chief Office of the Department 
of Publw Lands. were going through Com
nuttcc I vva,- 1nqu1nng horn i.hl' lPadcr 
~f the: _Opposition as to thr policy of i he 
Oppos1 twn on the question of the extension 
of len•cs. You ,,ill remember, JYir. Speaker, 
that ':'o~ so long ago a meeting was held in 
the umon Bank Chambers in Brisbane and 
at th -lt 1necting ccrtajn I'c::,olution~ 'wc1·o 
carrieJ by the Country party executive tD tho 
cffc,:;t that. rr1en1ber-; of -th(' CJuntry party 
w_onld br~ ~)lc·dge:-1 to support f:1e principle oi 
mther flYlng cJlnpensatioll to the n1c•n , ho 
had been forced to pay a iair ronhl for theu· 
country under tlw La hour part}' s Land Act 
Arurmdtncnt Act or elsP thc•y \1·uuld be 
gi,en . a quid pro quo in the' wr.y of an 
ex ten olOll of lea so. Now, as a citi:r,en of this 
State, and a representative of the people, 
I vvant to know defimtely whore the Country 
party sta.nds on this qrwstion. 

:\fr. BnA:-;D: YDu will get it m our plat
forrn. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I have no doubt that 
tlw Country party intend to give back the 
money ~aid by their supporters in respect 
o! ren.tale, or else thGJ will ;;ivo them an 
cAt~~sion of le2ses as compcnf:ation in 
anot 101~ ·way; but not one ITIC'n1ber of that 
party is sufficiently courageous to say what 
they a.rc gomg to do. Thmr leaders are 
very dumb on this question. I asked the 
leader of the OppositiOJc to make a state
ment th1s afternoon, and he said he was pre
pared to give considt~ration to the n:1atter 
of either giving compensation in the wav 
o{ an extension of lease,, or else by giving 
back the money that was c.ubscri bed in retro
spective P.aymcnts. He made it very clear 
that he cbd not turn down the proposition 
for extenFlons of leases in son1e casf·~. In 
view of the statements that appear in the 
J\'orthan Country po,rty's manifesto, to the 
efFect th"t these concessions will be asked 
of the Country partv members who are 
standing for election, 'I want to know from 
the CDun~ry party members in this House, 
and ccrtam]y from th<? l0ader of t,he Coun
try party, where he stands on the quc;;tion. 

Mr. CLAYTON: I can answer that. The 
intentions of this part7 will be made known 
in due course. (Laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: 'rha·c means of course 
after the election. 'What we wa;,t to know' 
and what the public o;,tside arc entitled t~ 
know, is .whether they arc going to take 
nny clei11:1to stand on this queF<tion bt""foro 
t.bt' electiOn? I will tell vou what I think 
about it. . In 1920 th.e Government passed 
an Amendmg Land Bill, whJCh gave to the 
Land Court t~o power to fix wh"t they con
Sidered a fan· rental value for the big 
pastoral leases and for the small gra.zing 
selectors. Prior to the passing of that Act, 
the Land Court had thE' power to fix the 
rentals Df these grazmg selectors at what 
they thought was a fair rental, but they 
never had the power to deal with the bigger 
holdings of the squatters. There was ah'vays 
that 50 P<:r < r:nt. limitation in the way, 
beyond whJCb the rents could not be raised 
nt each reappraisement everv tAn vcars 
Both the leesees and tbe selectors have no,; 
been put on an equal footing. Nothing has 
been done by the Government to say that 

[M1·. Pollock. 

the· Land Court should charge a higher 
rental for one class of leases than for 
another. The La.nd Court is merely given 
the pov:ver to charge rents based upon the 
economic alue o£ that land, which is based 
upon "-hat experienced persons wore likelv 
to pay for the land in the same !or cdit~-
ancl of the sarnc quality. bei:1g thO 
Ci-l.SC', n1any o: the big pa ·,toral "\\llo 
were' ~lo~. p:.1:,·ing; a fair i'('nt-d or a rental 
an;-thing like that which the smaller 
:-:;clei..'t01";..; \--{_:re IJa:·ing. "\Y·Cre forced lJy the 
Land Court to pay a fair rental. The result 
i, tbat many hundrccie of thousands of 
pounds luwo boon paid into the revenue of 
tlw Department of Public Lando by persons 
'·''ho for many years e~caped that just taxa
tion. The Country party's executive have 
ia no unmeasured terms laid it down that 
their nominees for election at the forthcom
in_,; elections will be called upon to pledge 
themselves either to gin~ thesC' big pastoral 
lewcholders an extm"ion of lease as com
pensation or cl., hand ba 0 k to them thn 
monev paid in retrospoctivit:·. It is a fair 
question to ccsk wlutt hon. members opposite 
are going to do-whether the"'' are going to 
kick these people out of their ranks and 
conduct the policy of their party on their 
own, or whether they arc going to do as 
they arc told by their master'· 

l\1r. SrzEH: Thev will <:,, as thev think fit, 
irrespective of t.ho people outside: 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: Then v h)' is t!'"·rc cuch a 
.-ilenC'l on this question? lLtYe the Opposi
tion nothing to put bcforo the people? The 
people hav<- the right to get this information. 

Mr. SrZEH: There is no silence. The 
leader of the Opposition made it perfectly 
plain. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The leader o£ the Opposi
tion did not make it plain. I raised the 
qncstion, and the leader of the Opposition 
said th ,t he would giv<' consideration to it. 

Mr. STZEH: Yes;_ he said he would con
sider it on its merits. 

Mr. POLLOCK: _\ party who wi!l go tn 
the country, at any rate. in October, 1923. 
should he honest enoug-h to say to the people 
what their land policy is~-that is. if they 

have one. vVhat is their policy 
[8.30 p.m.] regarding the handing back of 

t-he rctrocpectivc payments m· tho 
extension of leases? There seerns to be a 
very <'" cprC'·'ive silence on the other "id e. I 
cannot get Dne hon. member of the Opnosi
tion to eav that he will rcfu'c to u:ivo hack 
this monev. or that he will refuse 'to extend 
leases. I ask the bon. member for PittS\\'Drth 
through you, Si1·, if he is prepared to tPll 
the squatters that he will not give them 
compcnGation for the passing of that . \et' 
He. too. is silent. I ack any member of the 
Opnosition if he is nrenared to tdl the 
sqno.tterc that he is going to come here and 
vote as an independent per• an, or 'vh0thrr 
he is going to give way to this pastoral junta 
outside? 

Mr. HARTLEY : They are all in the bag. 
An 0PPOSTTJOX ME~mER: You arc looking 

for information. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I am, and I am quite 

prepared to pause to allow any hon. member 
to Gay like a man what he will do. 

Mr. KERR: Vvhy are you stonewalling? 

Mr. POLLOCK : Stonewalling on an 
important question like this! I will end the 
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stonewall here and now if one hon. member 
<ll1 the other side will deciare his attitude 
<m this question-if one member of the Oppo
~ition is prepared to say what he is going to 
do, without consulting his boseos outside. 
One could not make a fairer offer than that. 

}Jr. EDW-\IWS: It took you a long timB to 
make up your mind when they asked yoLt 
that qnt"tion in the markets. (Laughter.) 

Mr. I'OLLOCK: There seems to bo a lack 
of decision on this quHtion. Is it through 
fear that they will not got their fighting 
funds subscribed by the Pastoralist'··' Associa
tion, a be ut IYhjch we have lw·.·rcl s.a 1nuch? 
The obvious inference is that the fighting 
funds Jn·oyifled by the pastoralist. of 
Queen land arc collector! ac:d a.ro aYailablc. 
<dld that hon. members of the Opposition 
a re afraid to ~ay anything that v:ill offcnfl 
the pa,toralicts, for fear that thee· will not 
g-et th(1il' share of tho~u funds. }1"'rorn now 
until lt'~7, 150 selections in fairl? good sheep 
country v;ill be available throug·hout Queen 
land. 

Mr. Euw.mns: Tedious repetition. 

::llr. l'OLLOCK: I had not the opportunity 
of fini·;hing n1y re1nark~ this afternoon, nnd 
hon. n1c1nbcr~ of the OppositiDn arc appa
rPntlv Yerv 1nuch inccn:::ed that I arr1 conl
plei :l1r; tht~1n this cYcning. Acr:ording to ihc 
Ball(~ cn-:tinl'lt0 prcpa.rcd by the Land:3 
Department, from 1927 to 1932 vn·,· few 
rr1orc selPrtions Y1·ill be ayailabh~ in shccl) 
country. F0r 0vcr:::: shc.::p ;";Clcrtjon "\Yhich if' 
of any use for sclcetiug purpo~cs thf'rC arP 
up to 1,500 appliC'ants. EYPl'Y onf' Df tho~(~ 
indi,·idual~ must lun·c the nrces(~flry capitaL 
or the ncct1 ssa.ry backing, fro1n som'cone vvho 
h LS the ca·oital to launch out. That shows 
that there' is a demand for sheen countrv. 
Can ho". members of the Opposit;on saY t:r;t 
thev in fayom· of closer settlement and 
the>. nHU1 hnYing; a chanrc If they n ro 
gmng to gi,~t> an cxtcn~ion of to the 
big pastoralists, the:.~ arc going to preYPnt 
tho~c sclrctions fron1 being opened fol' ballot. 
From mp· until 1932, at the very outside 
200 sheep selections YYill be available. If that 
country i(S. tiE J np b_, an P~;;:tcnslon of 1ca~cs 
g-iven by 1ncn1bPrs of tho Opl)O·oltion-if 
·Queensland is -"unfortunate a, to have them 
n-:hll'ned t~) po\l·er at ihe next 0lerhon
Ydtat opportunity will thoro be for anyhod? 
but" the prese~li: :nutton lwron·" to re:rnain in 
full po:,·"-:ssion? \Vhat opportunitic, \Yill 
there be hHc for men \Yho come from othc•r 
State~ v.-ith capital. aR y;-c hear ~o o~tt l1 nrg0d 
fron1 tho Opp<Jsition benchC'-.; as nr-ce.3sary to 
make this Stat• the gTPat State it, should be'? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: They are not com
ing· no\1-. 

Mr. POLLOCK: They are coming now. 
A majority of those who are now balloting 
for the big sheep station blocks in the West 
are mPn and women from the other States, 
who are bringing capital with which to eettlc 
in Qtwensland. The crime for years in 
Queensland has been that these area,s have 
hePn tied up. a lthongh we have hundreds, 
and e,~cn thousands. of lTIPn and won1en \Yho 
are pr0pared to '·~ttle on them. I am asking. 
as a rnattcr of public intcr0st to eveTy nu1n 
.and VYOn1-Jn in Queensland, and many outside 
Queensland, that the party w·ho are accused of 
standing for the t_~·ing up of those leases for 
a longer term shall say definite],,- that they 
have no snch intention. 'Jlho inference is 
ohvions that they arc in the paynwnt of the 
Pastora!ists' Association. They will not be 
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able to give back the £500,000 or £600,000 
which has been collected in retrospective 
rents. What they will be able to do will be 
to give sorr10 concession::; by 1vay of extensions 
of leases. I still have not b0 'n able to draw 
any member of the Opposition to say that 
he will or will not do this. I rem0m bet that 
at the last election the Northern Country 
party published in all the Northern ]Japers 
a statement to the effect that the !';"orthern 
Country party candidates. wore ple~ge~l. to 
the repeal of all ropud~atory legr·,la,wn. 
The•r classed the Act with which we are 
deaiing as repudiatory legislation. Tho otlwr 
dav. when the executive of the Country party 
met in the Union Bank Chambers, they 
dcfinitelv decitled that they would further 
pledge their :1\orth Queensl.and candi<;late~ to 
vote to wipe out repudratory lcg1slatwn. 
Somebody asked where the money would come 
from which the,· would have to give back, and 
the chairman, :!\1r. Peter,on, pointed out that 
it was rather a tall order to give back half a. 
million of money, and somebody suggcc>ted 
that the next be't thing would he to giYe an 
extension of lea ,es. Since then there h~s 
b''en quite sn expl'85"ive ~ilcnce on th~ part 
of hon. members who will be pledg-ed by 
that body c s to what they intend to do. 

iv1r. J. li. C. RoBERTS: Ho''' do you know 
that they ha ye been pledged'! 

The TREASURER: Garbutt S:'i<l so. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I know that, just as tlw 

Labour party conlo into Parliarncnt pledged 
to a definite platform--

:\Ir. S1ZER: Yocl do not carry it out, 
though. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: A platform created by 
the reprL':<~:ntatiYos of the \YOl~kors, so llo 
the Opposition wmc in hero defimtely pledged 
10 their platform Ly pa.st~ra!Jsts and those 
yyho support them. There JS no dou~i· about 
that. The hon. ll1Cn1bcr for rrownSYJl~o "\Ylll 

not deny ihat, if he does not do as he Js t?ld 
>t!ld tak·e the pledge. there will be oppos1hon 
to him in his plebiscite. The hon. member 
for rr0'' nsviJle ·was pn-'lCnt. :-tt the 111POhng 
of th<: cxocuti-..e when the ext~nsion of leases 
was proposed. 

Mr. GREE/o:: You are absolutely ,uong. 

:Yh. POLLOCK: Did he raise any objec-
tion to it'! The miuutes show the hon. 
rn0rnbL'r to haYC bL·en in attendance. 

Mr. Gm~EX: The minutes are false in that 
respect. (GoYermnent laughter.) 

Mr. POLLOCK: I would like to know if 
in any Dthcr rf ~r)oct the 1ninntcs are fr;J~e .. It 
i~ a ycrv d]Hicult thing for 1110 to vnagnw 
that tho;'e rninutcs arc false only in so far as 
tlwy refer to the attendance of hon. members 
of the Opposition. 

~-fr. GREEN: I ctn prove 111y statement, if 
you wa.nt it. 

J\:Ir. POLLOCK: \Ye shall be very !!lad to 
listen to the hon. mcmlwr. \Vc rrho will b'' 
Y0rY glad if the hon. HWl11l1cr, on behalf of 
the Northern CouLtry part-. members, wrll 
tell us that he >vill not rcnudiate or ,-,.Jll 
n~t wipe out thP Land Act "fmcndmcnt Act: 
n]so, that he ,,·]Il not agree to an extension of 
leases, and will not give back any of tln 
mono': collecL cl in retrospective rent'. 

l\Ir: GnEEX: I will tell you at the right 
tirnc. 

Mr. SIZER: You "'". where vou got the 
minut0s from, and I ~vill tell y~u wha.t our 
attitude will be. 

M1·. Pollock.] 
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Mr. POLLOCK: The minutes very 
dP!lnitl'ly point out that at !his meeting it 
was said--

" In addition to our increase ~n 
etrcngth by the Northern members. 
1,1ct;c,rs. Green and Jones, joining the 
party, l)lesers. Peterson, F.lphinsl'onc, a.nd 
Fletcher havo aLo linked up· a.nd I 
dosiro to take this opportunitv o'f extend
ing to them all a hcatt~· welcome. and 
trust the primary producers will haYC the 
benefit of their servic'_'s for n1anv years 
to come." " ~ 

The pa.r1iamcnta.rian;;; prer,.cnt. at the 1noeting 
were J\tlc~.:rs. Vow le~·.. \V arrcn, Corser 
Costollo, \Valker, Swayne, Brand. Cattermull: 
Doakin, Lo~an, Clavton Peterson Fletohor 
and Elphinstone. 1'hat' ·was a. r~(~eting of 
the C:ountr.1· part;-. The nwPting of the 
Ccuntry part.:v· executive had JHr. Green us 
an attendant, because he is l'C~ported as 
having n1oved and seconded ya rious mot!ons 
during the course of the dif:cussion. There i~, 
n?t an" doubt that he ":ts there. I appeal to 
hun aga111 to _get off thr~ fence in this ruattcr, 
and tell the House and the people outside
~llS pPop1o and n1y people-just v hat he 
m tends to do. I say unhr ,itatingl;. that I 
would br· a.;;;}uuned to sit in the san1o Chamber 
with a. ]Jarty \Yho would give back rctrospcc
hYe rrJonPy collected in n•,,pt'Ct of those 
rcntals. I \i\70tdd not, under anv circum
stances, associ~te with any ]Jarty ~ho would 
g-n·c. as a. qu1d pro quo for ,,-hat has been 
done by the Labour partv in this respect a 
rC'IH~V- al or extension of J8aso. ' 

Mr. JONES (Ecnncdy): I would like to 
heu. from the Minister wlty LOrta.in pas
t~mhsts have been .exempted from the opera
tions of retro~pcc~Jvc rents; vvhy they ha\·e 
not !Jeon treo.ted m the r,rune wav as I have 
been treated. I will give ono cr{sc in parti
culai'-

"Bri,bane, 28th July, 1922. 
" Department of Public Lands, 

." S1r,-Refcrring to your interview 
w1th me yestuday on bohrrlf of Mr. 
A~lan1 Black, of Pajingo, in connection 
\nth the rent of \Vambiarm a.nd \Vam
bio.n~ ='Jorth holding", ::\'orth Kennedy 
d1stnct, I haYe th<) honour to explain 
that the n:nts of these holdings for the 
second penods of the leaoes were deter
millc'd by the Land Court in ?\lay. 1919, 
il t th~ grcate-cl amounts then legally 
p~rm1ttcd-namcly, 33s. 9d. and 36s. 9cl. 
pc:r t:qua~oc rnilc, these rate~~ being 50 per 
cPntun1 1n excess of thmt' paid during 
the first periods of the leases. 

" To'.mrds the end of 1919, an ar rango
ment 'vas rnade between the dopart1nent 
and the lessee, whereby the holding'• were 
anutlg,llnatecl Hnder section 167 of the 
Land Act of 1910, one of the conditions 
of the amalgamation being tl1at the rent 
to be pa.id for the whole area up to the 
30th RPptem lwr, 1925, shou 1 c1 lw 35s. per 
:-quaro. 1uilc, that being the a.vl~rago rent 
:' 'Cordrng to the court's determination 
1m1d? a .fc.w month, l:wforc with t'C·pect to 
the md,ndua.l holdmgs. The leases of 
the holdings then existing were sur
~'cnderc·i and a new lease issued provid
Jn_g for payn1cnt of rent in accordance 
w:.th the arrangc1ncnt jn~~ referred to. 

_" \Yl.ten the question of the rents of 
\'htmb,ma and \Varnbia.na North came 
before the Land Court in December, 1920, 

[:Wr. Pollock. 

for consideration under the Land Act 
A.monclment Act of 1920, the court being 
of opinion that the rate,, prm·io;,cly fixed 
by It--namely. 33s. 9d. and 36s. 9d. pc1· 
S(IU<:l re Inile·-werc lcs.~ than sufficient 
rc'nts, dotcnn1ncd the rent:. afresh at 60s. 
and ·10s. per square tnilc, rr'3pectivclY. 
In view, ho\Yover, of the issue of the 
atnalgantatPd lease and of tho proYis:ion 
thorciu as regards ront, the frc·sh dcter
n1inations altho11gh inclicating the court's 
opinion of the fair reYJtal values, could 
not be giYen C'ffcct as reg.ard~ the rents 
payable for the comolicl:tcd holdin;;-." 

Th<>t '·haws tho.t those people were exempted. 
T held two boldir,gs, a.nd I could have 
a..rnalgarnatcd thPln and haYC been pxcmpt 
front the operation of the "Repudiation 
_._:\_et." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~\ YS 
(Hon .• J. Larcombe, Ilcpp, 1): I think that 
tlw letter rt'ad b•,· tht hJn. member for 
Kennedy is sclf-exphnatory. As the letter 
states, the action taken vvas tho result of an 
amalgam.ation of leases. It wa.s a conditional 
amalg-amation, and the rents had been deter
mined in respect of the individual holdings a 
few months prior to the amalgamation. \Vhat 
has bt'en done for anv other section of thtl 
conn:nunity or any otl{cr pcr~o.:.l \\'Ou1d haYe 
bo~n clone for the hon. m<Ombcr for Konnedv 
in !'irnilar circunLstances jf he had 1nadc ~ 
similar application. By hi, rpading- of the 
letter. th<,, hoCJ. member has givln the reply 
ro his question. If he desires to take action 
under tho section of the Act to which h0 
refers, it is quite open to l1im to do what 
ether selcctors have done. The Yoio for the 
ChicJf Oflice wont through without discussion. 
The 0ther Estimate·> were di,cucc;od ycrv full v 
this afternoon. but the hon. member die! not 
raise the point at that time. 

Mr. TAYLOU (Windsor): I think that tho 
i'.finir tor might tC'll us th<l r0ason wh;1 the 
matter "· ent to the Land Court. If o.u 
arrangement h1d been ma:Jr witl1 those 
narticul>tr leesoes ju•t prior to 1920. for 
;dwt rc1son wa.s this particular holding 
taken to the Land Court a..nd an asses- mont 
nutch~ higher than the agree1nent previously 
made" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore. 
Chillur;oc): The court is the proper judicial 
tribunal to deal with cases of that kind. A 
very considerable amount of l!lOllf'V depcnds 
on a decision of the court. One of the chief 
justifications for the Govern1n0nt's action in 
~nnending the lfl1xl legislation affoct·ing
pastoral h.ac:Ps is tl'~at the Land Act A.n1cnd
ment Act of 1920 does not allow the GoYern
mcnt arbjtrarilv to incrcas0 rents as hon. 
menibers opposite so frequently impl 0·. \Vhat 
that Act doC's is to allow the court the unro
sh·icted right to fix what they consider a 
fair rent. If the court's decision fixed a. rent 
that is now proving to be a. hardship in 
some districts because of the slump in the 
price of cattle, each case is considered by t.he 
GoYernment on its merits. 2'\eithcr the 
GoYcrnment nor the court arc responsible 
for the slump in the price of cattle. It is 
the result of force of circumetftnccs. 

An 0PPOSITI0" l'>fE~IBER : The Government 
have appealed against decisions of the court. 

Th0 TRK\SURER: The Gm·ernment have 
a.ppea.led in many cases, v,·hich shows that 
the court's decisions are arriYed at in an 
impartial manner, and not under direction 
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from the Department of Public Lands. The 
court a ·ts quite independent of the dcpart-
1nC'nt, a.nd is quite i1npartial, so far as I 
know. \Vhcn the matter was being dis
r'U~f!. d this afternoon, so1110 hon. n1e1nbcr on 

the other side suggested that the Govern
ment were wringing out of the landowners 
not only the full amount of rent, but a 10 
per cont. penaity as well. They arc not the 
full facts of the case. 

lHr. J. JoNEc'i: The GovNnnwnt did that 
last year. 

The TREASURER: The hen. member is 
no\V shi ftin[; his ground again. _._:\s head of 
the Go,·orwnent I have stated publicly in 
Rockhampton and :'11ackay '' ht're the que -tion 
wa::; broughc: under 1ny notiCE\ and also on 
deputations, one of -whi~h \\'as introdu('cd by 
the hem. member for :Murilla. that each case 
of hardship on the part of landholders \vho 
fine! it difficult to meet the rents no\,. charger! 
would be considered on its merits. Time will 
be given. nnd payment., will be ;·emitted in 
descrYing cases, either b:' redncing the 
interest charge on the deferred balance or by 
Inaklng no interest chnrgo on the deferred 
bc-1lanec. Each ca"'"-~ has been carc-fullv con
sir!cred on its meritf:. I h~vc ]Jointed out 
un a number of occasions that it would be 
un\-risc for a Uovernrnent to adopt a policy 
of rrnli"'jion of rent even in cattle country, 
notwithetanding the state of the market. 
That ~yould rncan a tremendous conce·:-:-:;ion 
to somo who an~ pf rhaps not entitl0d to such 
conC'(\·•:sions, and it ,.,;ould nle,tn that cvel·v
one would be placed on the samc ba:,rs, 
althong-h ~,omo are in a position and ought 
to P"Y their rent. It must be recognised 
by evcr:·ono ·cho is acquailltcd \Yith catt](•
raising that son1e of the cattle-raisers. especi
all.v th<:' Sthall men, and more e"'pecially 
those who have come into the industrv 
rec('ntly, arc harder hit than those who h;w'C 
been in it for many 'ears. and who hold 
much la.rger arcA.s. .Th.at is wh"· the depart
rnont usos its discretion in 111a klnc: conc0S
;;ions with rPga rd to the rent due. There is 
no desire on the part of the (iovernment 
to screw out of the struggling selectors and 
cattle men impossible rentnls or impo.,•-ible 
penalty conditions. I am sure that cvervont" 
\Yho has faith in tho futurn of 0ueens.land 
hones that the industrv \~ill exvand in a 
fP\v short yc<Hs. am( will become fullv 
re-csta blishc;l ag·ain. It will be recognisee] 
that it is a very short-sighter! policy on the 
part of anY Government to base upon the 
depri's .cd conditions of 1922 a polic:v to con
tinue for the ne'Ct twent'c or thirh· Years A 
Government in five Or six ~:~~·rs I~io-ht 
soriou--ly rpgrct having adopted su<"'h a a 
policy. As a InattPr of fact. rnany of our 
diffi('nltics :rpga rding r(mt from pastoral 
holdin,gs arise from thp fad that panicky 
lo,•·islation was P"'sed in drou-;:ht time or 
times of depr•' ·si on, which has practical!" 
led to the disparih· behwcn the rcntals 
of pastoralists and those of grazing farmers 
under the Land Act of 1902 and th,, subsc
nucnt Act 0f 1905. The lal'f.:c holders were 
n lllc to work up a comiderahle amount of 
rnor0 or less faho sentiment in 1905 as com
pared with the yoars preceding 1905. and, in 
con cquence. the Government of the day gave 
n;way conc0-,sions which otHrht never to ha vo 
been given. I have often pointed out, and 
I aseert now, that the concessions given b:;· 
Parliament in 1905 were not in the nature 
of contracts as the hon. member for Logan 
mentioned just now, bnt were in the nature 
of conce,9ions that could be terminated by 

the same authoritv which r-ave them and 
which \Yero tcrmiriatcd bv that authority in 
1920. It is true that some of the lcc.sees 
under: the 1910 Act, and v. ho v.-e now know 
nrc Hl a bad condition financially \Vere 
forced to pay a higher rent. \Ye 01;ght to 
endeavoTur t? 111cet their positimu by giving 
them e.xtens:ons of lcasv In cases \Yhcro real 
I;ardshrp exrsts. I quite acknowledge that. 
Lut by far the larger majorih- who have 
con:rc under the operation of the increased 
ronto 1 oug-ht to pa~· the rentftls that are 
fixed. \V·hy should not the bodv of men 
wh·ho carrv on sheep raising pay· the rents 
t at are fixed? All the arrrurnents that can 
be US•'.d at the present time in favour of a 
reductJon or r{!mi;;.·,ion of rer.t in regun1 to 
pastr;ml rents apply rea]],. to those -7·ho are 
runni.ng catt,Je, and not ·~to those who are 
runnrnl\. sheep. The maior portion of the 
rent J~ftrd to the C:row,n :o.mes from the sheep 
country. and I thmk 1t rs a pertinent inquirv 
~~l the part of the hon .. nwmber for Gregory 
,,hen he asks _what rs the policv of the 
Country P!irt·· m this House in regard to
that qnestron. 

.'VIr. VOWLES : In n•gard to \V hat question? 

'I'hc. THEASt:i:n;R: The nucstion as to 
\d1at JS to happen if the Land Act Amend
ment Act of 1920 is to be rep aled. ArP all 
the mcTPase~ rents to bf' renaid to those 
v·ho have Pftld them? · 

Mr. Vo_WLES: "i\o. I stated that before 
and I behove the hon. member for Gregor+ 
has. attcn,pted to mislead the Hm><e on that 
marter durmg the last quarter of an hour. 

Th,, TREASURER: This is a verv import
ant matter, and, if the hon. mo'lnber has 
been .rmsreprc•sented m his attitude on thi& 

hCJ~lostron, he n!ust. blame tho,c \vho control 
1s O\ri1 organisation. 

Mr. VOWLES: No. 

, The TREASURER: It was distinctlv 
s,ated. at a ':'eeting of tho Country part~, 
eowcntn·e, whrch was hold in June, by autho
ntatn·e members of that parh· tl1at them 
wo_uld be a refund of the rent that had been 
pm d. 

Mr. VoWLES: No; it was a recommendation. 

TllC' TREASURER: It as clearly stated 
by l\-Ir. Garbutt, who represented the Northern 
s;etwn of the party, that the Northern 
Countr:· party members would be nleclaed to 
sec that the whole of the amount wa~ ref~~ded. 
One of tho most influential members on that 
executwe, Mr. Edkins, admitt·td that, 
although he agreed with :\1r. Garbutt he 
~houg·ht. it was wise to keep it out or' the 
,ront wmdow of the party. There was no 
repudratwn m suggestion on the part of Mr. 
Edkms except that he wanted it. kept in the 
background. One member of the executive 
evidently representing the £mall man and 
not the big pastoralist. wac; horrifierl that 
the whole amount of the rf\nt shoulr! be pa.id 
back to the squatters. He said that the 
small men took a verv drastic view of the 
suggestion. T.ht"n it was sug~estt"d that thny 
could accomphsh whM they wanted by toning 
do\vn i-he resolution for public consntnption. 
At the end of the meeting- n. ro;;;oJution v\·as 
c:rnied on the question of whether rho other 
resolutions should be pubii><hed. and it. was 
thought that it should be kft in the bands 
of the president and the secrdan- of the 
Countr:v p::1rty to exercise th(~i:!~ disCretion as 
to whether it would be wise eyen to publioh 
the watered-down rcsolutiot'. 

Hon. E. G. Thr odore.] 
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Mr. MORGAN: Didn't the hon. gentkman 
try to \ntter down communi,.m in his party? 

The TREASURER: I am not pl0dged to 
< Dinrnunlsn1_, nor do I believe in cornn1unisrn. 

J'.1r. VowLES: It has been thrust on the hon. 
gen: le1nan. 

The TREASURER: No. Hon. members 
-opposite, instead of expounding their own 
principles and advancing honestly and 
straightforwardly their own principles, dis
tort the Labour party's platform by making 
out that it ic a communistic platform, and 
they call socialisation co1nmunis1n. 

Mr. Y!oRGAN: The hon. gentleman calls 
socia1isation cornmunisn1. 

The TREASURER: I have never said that. 
I made a protc<t against some of the advanced 
forces of the Labour party going in the direc
tion in ·which they scon1ed to bo tc~Jding. I 
said that, if they went solely in that direction, 
it would bo communism. Fortunately, with 
Dther"- supporting me at that confrronco I 
y,as ablo to prevent that tr~nd towards com
munism. (Opposition laughter.) I notice 

much hilarity. (Interruption.) I 
[9 p.m.] notice much hilaritv and gr·eat 

happincs' on the iwrl of th· 
Opposition so soon as I get away from their 
own platform. but I v·ill come back to it now. 
The k~der of the Opposition s1id to-night
and his is the sole Yoice which has spokcE 
on it or attempted to speak on it and defy 
Garbutt and Edkins-that he i~, not going to 
refund th.' money. 

0PPOSJTIOX ME)IBERS: Quite right. 

The TRE,\SURER: I quite agree with him 
in that. But is th<re any reservation in his 
remarks. Is it his intention to make any 
bar?;ain with these people? Does he intend 
to g·ivc <'tllV <:>xtens1on of lease? That is a 
matter that anv Government in Queensland 
aro up against ~llO\\', ancl 'vi1l bo up <'u'·a-inst 
for the nC'd two vc:>rc. \Vhat is the po ... ition 
that exists now? .. There is a pauCltv of land 
suitablc for close settlement in the sheep 
area. The Lands DepartnH:;nt has i~'3uod a 
number of rcporte pointing out the few hold
ings that are falling due for either partial 
or for total rec .. umption during the course of 
the next fc"'·X vears, and during the next t0n 
vears onlv a" handful of selectors can be 
placed on .. land \vi thin a reasonable distance 
of a railwav. One hon. member oppos1te 
interjected 'when . the hon. member. for 
Gregorv was speakmg that we have qmte a 
lot of '!and under occupation license. That 
hon. n-,ember ought to know that not any of 
thi· iand suitable for close settlement or for 
sheep raising adjacent to or within a reason
able di~btnC'e of a rallwa:_v if= unJ.C'r OCC'upabon 
license. H is all held under pastoral hol<j
ings, and the Government ca~mot get it unbl 
a portion or the whole of 1t falJ., due for 
resumption. It will be nothing short of. a 
crime to the people of Queensland to gn:c 
thes·e large holders an extension of thc:r 
present leases-that is, an extension of then· 
present holding--

Mr. FLETCHER: You C'rtn give an extension 
of a portion of the holdings. 

The TREASURER : The hon. member 
says he would give an extension of portion 
·of the lease. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It may be justified, Each 
case can be dealt with on its merits. 

Mr. KING: Could they not continue on a 
yearly tenancy? 

[Hon. E. G. Theodm·e. 

Thf TREASURER: Under an occupation 
license the Crown can get possession by 
giving six months' notice; but there is no 
occupation license in sheep country suitable 
for closer settlement nca.r a rail way, There 
are occupation licenses away do·wn near. the 
Sonth Australian border and in the Gulf 
countrv. If there were occupation l iconse 
countr}· suitable for cl os•· r settlement 
within a reasonable distance of a railway, 
then the department would be worthy of 
eensnre for granting surl'! occupation licenses. 
As the hon. member for Gregory has pointed 
out, for every resumption that has been 
thrown open for closer settlement in suit
able sheep country-in Mitchcll gras, coun
try or Flindors gras~ country-there are as 
many as 1,000 applicants. 

Mr. YloRGAN: \Ve would be able to settle 
a lot of people on your State stations? 

The TREASURER : I hope we shall be 
alle to do so, but the hon. member knows 
that stations likre Van Rook and Wando 
Vale are not in sheep country. Few of the 
State stations are in sheep country. 

'\Ir. MORGA)..;: Dillalah. 

ThP TREASURER: Dillalah may be suit
able for cheep. There is no doubt that closer 
settlement on Dillalah. when the necessity 
arise:'··, will be considered. There is a ten
denc:.' on the part of those who have an 
nndue ·ympathy for tho large pastoral 
holders to push the small grazing selector 
out to the back of bcvond. liundrods of 
1niles away from raihv:'LY cotnn1unication. 
That is an nnreaeonable policy of land 
sPIt lement. \V e ought to exercise every 
rig!J:t of rc,mnption that "e have. and 
a~q uire new rights of re;;:;un1ption, if we can 
g0t them, in order to bring about closer 
''ettlernent nearer in. where men have a cer
tainty of making a success of it, and whereby 
the country \Yill benefit. It ought to he clear 
and wdl defined as to 1·. hat attitude will be 
taken on this qut'stion hy an~v party y.;hich 
a~~nanes tho responsibjlity of govcrnnl('llt. 
\Ybat a.1 ~ they going to do in the matt0r of a 
land settlement policy as affecting lanrl at pre
sent held by large leSf ees in Queensland? 
\Vc know that in pasi; years the pastoralists 
-the squatters as they were call<ed-always 
exercised an undue influence in politics. 
Thev were alwaYS ab), to exert more than 
thei; .. duo inflner1cP. hr ausc. after all. the 
larg0 ]Hl'toral holders number only 4,000 or 
5.000 in th0 aggregate. vet their influonc·c in 
public affairs in Qnecmland has always been 
tremendous. The.-- have alwavs been able 
tu get a policy 'adopted by ·;last Govern
ments which suited their own intore3ts. 

J\Jr. BPAXll: The.' have no iuflu<'P.Ce to-dr1y. 

The TREASURER: It is qnite evident 
to me that they arc now attempting to 
ex0rcis2 the same influence ov<'r the Countr;: 
party, and they speak through the mouths 
of Gerbutt a.nd Edkins-men who are pre
pared to pledge the Cc•untry party members 
to disgorge half a millior. in favour of these 
well-favoured landholdors against the 
interests of the country. 

Mr. BRAKD: You know what Garbutt said 
about you. 

The TREASURER: Yes: and 1 know 
what Garbutt said to me, and I gave the 
House the benefit of it. In the attempt of 
hon. members on the other side to hide this 
doubtful policy of iheirs, they carefully 
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overlooked this fact-that. whatever the Act 
ot 1920 did-which they ea!! a repudiatory 
Ad-it equalised rent;c ·as between the graz
ing farmer and the squatter; and a.!! the 
complamts that. have come from that side of 
the House since the depression in the price of 
cattle have been in favour of the larRc> pastor
alist, and not in favour of the small grazier. 
ThP.I" are all in favo .. u· of giving rents back 
to the larg-e landownets-those whose rents 
were rdfccted bv the Land Act Amendment 
Act of 1920. K;t a word is said with regard 
to the emall grazim·s who were paying large 
rents beforehand. 

Mr. FLETCHER: You know that is not true. 

The TREASURER : Has the hon. member 
f<;.- Port Cm·tis ever smcl anything in favour 
or reducmg the rent tha.t was paid by the 
small graz1er before 1920 9 All he says is 
"Rep0al the Act of 1920.". They would giv~ 
rents back only to those who WPn' bPne
fiting by the 50 per cent. limitation. The 
c,tockraiscr who prcviouslv had his rent 
fixed at the full economi'c value, because 
he was not protected, is to get back 
nothing. All that tbis partv has done is to 
cany out the policy it has· advoc?.t.ed since 
1907, whnn it was first put upon the Labour 
part:, :s platform-thP; polic;.- of the party to 
0quah~! the pa~torahsts' and FlPlectors' rents. 
That is what this party has don<'. I speak 
for C'very member on this side. therefore, in 
:"."1,ying thht no concpssio11s will be made to 
the large pastoralist. whether he b0 a sheep
man or a cattleman, which is not equally 
extended to the small sckctor. and that is a 
policy we can very well justify. 

GOVERNMENT MEl\IBERS : Hear, h0ar ! 

;\lr. VOWLES (Dalby): It is verv evident 
that the Treasurer sees tho writing on the 
wall. (Government laughter.) He is very 
concerned to try and g0t a slogan for the 
next election. He tried to raise a slogan to 
defeat t;he Country party and mislead the 
pnstorahsts and th<e grazin~ farmers as to 
what is thP policy of this p~rtv. There has 
bc."n a determined attempt all day-I was 
not here in the morning--

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : Why? 

Mr. VOWLES: Because vour trains are 
too slow. (Laughter.) As soon as I 
arri yed this afternooE I found the hon. 
member for Mount JYlorgan, who knows a 
great deal _about mining, trying to pose as 
ac expert m connectwl' with ]and matters. 
Ho tried to show that in some mvsterious 
way _the platform of the Country party was 
to grYe back to the pastoral lessees. and 
nobody else, a hugo sum of moncv___:.some
thing in the vicinity of half a million. 

The TREASURER: That 1s the general 
opinion. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member based 
that charge on the fact that certain members 
of the organisation outside who are pastor
ahsts haYe n1ade certain rcconln1f'ndations 
through the executive which have not come 
to the Country party, and which arc not a 
portion of the Country party's platform. 

The TREASrRER: The hon. member oyer
looked the fad that the hon. member for 
Townsville ''as there. 

J\Ir. GREE::-.J (Town8villr.): I wish to make 
a pcrwnal explanation. I sav that I was not 
present at that meeting. \Vlirm those rcsoln
tions were discw·sed I was in tlw train on m v 
way to Gladstone. · 

Mr. VO\VLES: There is an attempt to 
force upon the Opposition the responsibility 
for opinions which have been expressed by 
certain people outside, who no more controi 
the doings of the Opposition parliamentary 
party tban the Labour conference wh'ch s::t 
in Bri13bane a, little \vhile ago controls thE? 
Treasurer. It is a case of •· Go-d help yoa 
fro1n your friends." \\'-..-e cannot help vvhat 
enthusiastic individuals do outside our party. 
anv more than tbe Treasurer can help what 
enthusiastic people who preach corta,in 
extreme doctrim,,, do outside his part;:. 
There is on tho other side a body of extrc
n1ists just as there are certain influences
behind us. I gave an explanation this afte"
noon, which the Trca,urer will find 111 

" IIansard." 
Mr. POLLOCK: Will you give an extension 

of lease? 

Mr. VOWLES: I said thi- afternoon thl!t 
there was evidentlY a desire on the ;>an of 
the Governrnent t~o give concession::;: The 
Treaeurer said tbat, in his opinion, whore 
hardship was inflicted, there should be a cou
<:t'':lsion in some direction. 

The TREASURER: Rorni.,3ion and cxtc· sion 
of time. 

:\1r. VOWLES: Is not that exactly the 
same thing? An extension is what the Go
yernrnent, object to us giving. The Treasurer 
.,tated that we wore going to give thorn con
"os>ions which they were not entitled to, and 
in the next breath he turns round and says 
that there are cattlemen, big and small, who 
!'<'quire consideration. vVe know it \Vhat 
did I ·sa v this afternoon 9 l said that we 
ha Ye no~ idea in the future of returning 
moeev to the people who lmve already paid 
these ~increases in rent~. I said that, if injus
tice has bcPn done in the past, the question 
of compenc,ation by an exteusion of l0ases will 
he considered. 

Tho TREASUREH: You admit that? You 
could not understand 1110 to sav that we 1,cro 

in fa your of an extrnsion of 'lease. 

Mr. ELPHixSTOxE: You said so. 

2\'Ir. VOWLES: It is no u'e the Treaeurer 
trying to sidestep the question. Ho said that 
he would give them an exten.,ion of lease rf 
the position demanded it. 

The THEASURER: \Ve would give them 'lll 

extension of time to pay the rents. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The Treasurer knows that, 
if extensions of leases are gjy('n, they Ilre not 
going to be given by parliamentary authority. 
They will be given b.'- tho authonty of the 
Lands Department, ftnd ho must know that 
any arrangenH'nt of that t:ort 1nust be C'OD
finm•cl bv the Lewd Court. 

The T~EASCRER: Any action will hav<' t0 
be confirmed by Parliament. 

Mr. YOWLES: It will have to he con
firmed bv Act of Parliament; but, if we givo 
rerni.~~iolls, thcv \Vill have to be settled Vv 
the gentlemen, who are dealing with this 
!"ental quc,;tion, who, the hon. g<mtlcmrm 
says, arc above sus11icion and ar~ outside 
parliamPntary control. That i6 ordmary jus
tice. We say that these men have been done 
an injustice. Tho Treasurer admits that the 
legislation of the Gm·ernment has been 
oppresoive. They say that some of these men 
are suffering great hardships, that eome of 
them are -down and out, and that rnany of 
them are not able to borrow sufficient money 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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on their improvements to pay the retro,<pec· 
tive rents. In n1any cases rent has gone up 
by 300 per cent., and is retrospective for 
-eight years. Tho.t means that a man is 
asked to pay in one year the equivalf~nt of 
tvvontv-four vears' rent. }le can11ot do it 
on ac::ount of the drought. Ho has not got 
an accumulation of funds to do it. I-lis finan~ 
cier · a.ro unable to lend on the scruritv he 
has g:ot. These are the nun who the Trea· 
surer say:5 should i1nprove their propertirs. 
I toll the hon. gentleman, and all his sate]. 
lites, that this stunt they are trying to put 
up to-day will not hold "' atcr. I toll them 
publicly-I toll evervbodv now-th~t it is IJOt 
the iutention of the{ Cmintrv party to grant 
anv rf'ml,.sion of pavrnent of n1onOv that ha., 
ah:eady been paid. · · 

The TnE.isrmm: \Vould you repeal the Act~ 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: Yoc. 
The TREASURER: If you repeal the Act, does 

not that mean that , ou will ha,·c to give· 
then1 concessions? ~ 

Mr. VO\VLES: Xo, beeause tho payment.~ 
have Lwen alrPadv made. The Treasurer 
knows that no funds ca,n bf! need to pay off 
moneys that have been [Htid to prcvious 
GoYrrnn1ent:-:. 

The THEASFR~R: I know what they want. 

Mr. V0\1 LES: It doe· not matter what 
they want; that would be impossible. 

1\1r. POLLOC'K: \-.-ou have- not ~aid whether 
you \vould give extensions of lrase->. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. mernlwr was hero 
this aH0rnoon, and heard what I had to say. 

J\1r. PoLLOCK: I was not here then. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member should 
l1ave taken the trouble to find out. He is 
misrepresenting what I have Faid. He eaid 
that my party were prepared t.o make 
arrangements with the big pastoral companies 
in Queernland to give them half a million of 
money. 

Mr. PoLLOC'K : I ask you now. 

Mr. VO\VLES : If the hon. member wante 
to ask me th::t question. he must ask me at 
the proper time. The Treasurer referred to 
what happened in the 1902 drought. He said 
that sperial legislation was P"'"ed. It was 
passed, and for a special purpo e. U0 says 
-there "\vas. no C'ontraf't behycen the Cro1Yn and 
the tenants not to alter their le • ses. I agref' 
with him th,at that is technically cotrect but 
that is the case as far as any other Ad of 
Parliament is concerned. I( we poss Jogis-
1ation to-day. there is no part of it that can
not be amended in future. Although !Pgisla
tion wa.s created in 1902, special conce'8ions 
were given. because it was only on ac('ount of 
thos0 COll('f>Ssions that finanrial a:;:si~h1nc-2 
,could be got to carry on the pasto"tlists. 

Mr. PAYXE: You do not know what you 
are talking about. 

Mr. VOWLES: You do not knO'v Yery 
much about an:dhing. 

Mr. PAYNE: The 50 per cent. limitation was 
not in the 1902 Art. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about the 
<"pecial arrangements-! never mentioned tho 
50 per cent. limitation. I said that special 
arrangements WBre made to enable financial 
advances to be obtained. Those advanecs 
were got. A three-cornered contract was 
entered into between the financiers, the 
tenants, and the Crown. The lease spoke for 

[Mr. Vowles. 

itself. The rents have been increased to such 
an extent now that it is not reasonable. 

1\Ir. PAYKE: You say th0ro "\vas no reference 
to the 50 pN cent. limitation 'I 

J\ir. VO'V\7 LES : Y cs; but Parliament sub
sequrmtly passed that pro\·ision. The pas
toralists entered into arrangement' with 
financicr3 to obtain advance~•. \Vhon a!l 

l1Icrca~e of rent ron1os along like this, you 
do not. expect finhncial in~titutions to pay 
thos<• mnts if there is no prosp<1ct of the 
n1onov br:in'r earned. If eYPr there ·wa~ a 
tinv: ~vben tbe Tr0asurer ought to rcali.sc his 
po.::ition w~th regard to that h~gislation, ]t is 
to-dav. The cattle men in particular rcqllire 
Slwci[d le'~'is!ation to assist them. 

The THEASPRER: The cattle 1nan IS getting 
every considPration. 

:Mr. VOWLES: I understand that is so in 
~"'Olnf~ caf.{'S; but if a man doe'S not kno\v the 
privilege he is entitled to now he has to 
suffer. 

The S;·~RET.\RY FOR RAJI.W.H~: It h:t,s been 
LLade public through the PrcHs. 

~Ir. VOWLES: Last year ''"' had u depu
tation to the Twasnrcr \\'ith respect to thP 
~maJlcr tenants-the agricu1tura} farmers and 
prirkly .. pca r selectors. \V.c pomted o_ut the 
,-,,ay the drought was playmg havoc -,, rth th<• 
far.mcrs. The TreasurPr was court~ous a!ld 
listened to our stor~-, aHd sympath1,cd \nth 
th<' hard, hips of the people >\'C reprc,ented. 
Fin said that, if be could not g'lYC u;:; any 
sub~tanti:_d or imn!cdiatc conccs::;:ion, he wa,'· 
prepared to deal with indiYidual cases on 
their mNit:;. I haYc m my pocket a letter 
\vhich y··as rf'cei,-ed from a gcntl0111an at 
Brigalow. and attached to the letter. is a 
para~Taph appearing in one of. thr: Br1sbane 
papers stating that we had :vaikd upon the 
TrPasurcr and made rerta1n recommenda
tions. He showed me a letter which he 
wrote to the Department of Public Lands on 
the strength of that deputation. He alm 
showed me the reply .. The ropl~ was not 
that it would be considered on Its monts. 
HP ref'Pived a reply from the Department of 
Public La!'ds saying that the Minister was 
precluded from granting the remi,s!On of the 
JO per ccnt. penaliy because the la·.: did not 
permit it. 

The TREAS1'RER: I \Yould like to s0c thn 
particulars of that caf:e. I do r.:o"_· k1:ow 
whether that is so or not. 

Mr. VOWLES: I know that the practice 
has been altered since. The law, hm,-c,·er. 
has not been altered. \Vhcn a proposal was 
mad" in this House to nmend the Land Act 
in certain y:articu1ar". we a:-:.ked for lean: tn 
strike out the vvords " in C'f'rtnin particular~'' 
m that we could re.-iew the qncstion of the 
10 per cent. penalty. \Ve cons!dcre{J. tha: it 
1va~ tirne the question was reYif~\ved b': Lh1s 
IIousc but \VP wore not a!lowed to dJ::.~uss 
the, m~ttcr. The Ministei' in charge of the 
Bill at that time would not consent to th · 
amendment. Surely to goodnP'S. if the 
Treasurer and hon. members opnosite ha':e 
e.nv desire to !'et rid of the 10 per c<'nt. 
in1position. which, they state was put on the 
:;:tat.utH-bO('k bv a previous GovPrnn1t·nt, they 
had then an ~pportunity of doing so. 

The TREiSDHER : It was put on the steel ut<'· 
book by tho Kidston Government. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. gentleman had 
a chance of amending it, because we made 
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;;cveral suggestions, and they were all 
r<'j 0ctod. 

The TRE',SURER: The 10 per cent. penalty 
was warranted at that time. 

Yfr. VOvYLES : The Treasuror and hon. 
members opposite were alwayo referring to 
the 10 per cent. imposition as something that 
was undesirable, and mentioned that it was 
put in the Act by their prodocossors and by 
th0 Tories, who had ruled Quc•cueland for 
oyer forty .vears. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: You wore supporting that 
Govc1·nnlent. 

Mr. VOWLES: I was not in the House in 
1910. 

Mr. POLLOCK: There are six momben over 
there who were in the House. 

Mr. VOWLES: The present Governmont 
lw Ye had an opportunity on many occasions 
to bring about an alV~ration of tho law ie. 
that respect, but th<>y refuse to do it, everv 
time. I hope we shall hear no more abm;t 
the £500,000 being returned to the padoral 
lP~sees. 

:\1r. H.\RTLEY: You have not said that you 
"·ill not extend the leases. 

::\Ir. VO\VLES: I said that ewn ca-0 will 
be dealt \vith on its merit'i. It wiil be noces-
a ry to amend the law in the first place, and 

"·hateYcr arrangements are tnade ith the 
tenant will han> to be sanctioned bv the LanJ 
Conrt. " 

Tlw TRE.iSURER: The Land Court will have 
Jlo ,,ay in granting extr>nsions of 1eas(3~. 

Mr. VO\VLES : If there is an arrange
ment madt' betwc.on the Dcpartnwnt of 
Public Lands and th"' Crown tenants, the 
Land Courlc has got to sandion it. 

The TREASURER: It can onlv be clmw on 
the authority of Parliament. · 

Mr. VO\YI~ES: I sav the authority of 
Parliament has got to come fird. The. law 
has to be repe-aled. If an arrang<'ment is 
then mad<c between th<' l:ndN S'ocretarv of 
the Departwont of Public Lands and· the 
Crown tenants, thon the Lane! Court has got 
to eanclion it. The Land Court will not do 
it pro forma. The Land Court \vill make 
inquiric· and ask fo1· f·,TldencP.. \\-.-hat can 
be better than that 1 That is what we pro
pose to do. The Premier admits himself 
that concoseions should be made. 

The TRE\SURER: Rent concessions-not 
extensions of leaseq. 

Mr. VOWLES: What did the hon. gentle
man mean by a remission? He said " re1nis· 
~ions and ~xtcnsions." I can only put one 
mterpretabon on that, and that is that the 
w•mission referred to money and the exten-
sion referred to leases. c 

Mr. P AYNE (Jiitchell): The leader of the 
::Jpposition has not told thi, Ho">se whether 
10 is going to give an extenoion of the 
.cases or not, although he did not hesitate to 
coy that he would repeal the Land Act 
uncndmen~ Act of 1920. 

Mr. VowLE~: That is our policy. It is 
'" unjust Act. 

Mr. I' A Y="i"E : With all due respect to the 
hm. men,ber. he was talking about Land 
A<ts, and he knew nothing about them. 

l,fr. VOWLES: You are an authoritv. You 
WEre nearly on the Land Court once. 
(Lmghter.) 

Mr. P A YNE : The leader of the Opposi
tion is supporting the great big pastoral 
companies of this State. That is quite plain. 
tJ<•causo the Land Act Amendment Act of 
lS20 refers onh- to the big companieo' hold
Ings in Qc;rensland. 

!Hr. J. JoxES: Do you call me a big com
]1any? 

Mr. PAYNE: Ko. The 50 per cont. limi'
: r,tion which \PS remm'ed by the Land Act 
Amendment _\et of 1920 only applies lo the 
holding: that wore taken up prior to 1902. 

!\'fr. MonG.\:; · It included a lot of small 
holdings. 

l\Ir. P A Y="E : There were wry few small 
holdings. 

The TREASURER: 'fhore were 1,200 small 
holdings and 2, 700 largo ones. 

l\1r. P A YNE : There is a number of 
grazing selections in the Mitchell electorate, 
but not 10 per cent. of them can,o under the 
50 per cent. limitation in rent. \Vhen the 
1920 Act was introduced, fullc 90 per cont. 
of the graziers in 1ny electorate w-ere sub· 
iect to the decision of the Land Court. What 
is the use of talking about the small grazing 
-cl8ctors being affected by it? Out of fifty
nine big company holding·· in the Mitchell 
lt•nd district fifty-six of them ,, ere protected 
by the limitation in rents of 50 pc.r cent. The 
loader of the Opposition rises in his place and 
talks about. the lrtnd la\vs. I think he ta.lks 
nbcmt tbem knowing he is \Yilfull~T \\Tong, 
becau"' hf' must know that what he says i':' 
wrong. The· 1r-ader of the OppositiDn says 
that he is going to repc·al the Land Act 
Amendment Act of 1920. t:nd. seeing- that 
1 hat is tlw Act which wiped ont the 50 ]Wr 
C(~nt. limitation, there is no doubt who is 
behind the hon. gentleman. · 

GoYER:i'}!EKT ME1IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PAY="E: The big compani<'s are 
lwhind the hon. gentlen.an. bf,eat!Se they 
have been trying to get every mc1nber on 
this side, directly or indirectly. to agree to 
an extension of lPases. I know four big- hold
ings in C.cntral Queensland-Aramac. Bowen 
Downs, ]\fount Cornish. and Darr Rivf'r 
Downs-and it is worth at least £1.500.000 for 
the comprmies owning those stations to get 
an extension of fifteen or twenty years in 
their lPases. It has already been said here 
that there are from 600 to 1..500 applicants 
for a decent grazing selection on. sheep 
countrv at everY ballot. I gave an Jllustra
tion mvself where there were 600 anplicants 
for ea~h block on Albilbah and Ruthvcn. 
The rent was 2d. and 3d. an acre. I claim 
that anv party in this House, no matt.~r 
where thev sit. who would cncoura[\e the 
holding of those millions of acres by big 
companies are disloyal to Queensland. 

GoVERX~fEXT l'.1E~IBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. PAYNE: It is a criminal act to give 
an extension of ]ease.;; to tho::;l-?- h1g com
panies, when there are hundrede and hun
dreds of the best young men in Queen.sland, 
the native-born, who have grown up m the 
pastoral industry. and who know it from 
A to Z. who are hungering- to p:et a gra,zing 
~election for themselves. I know young men 
have been trying to get land for the last 
eight, ten, or fifteen years. 

GoVERNMEXT JliiE~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. P A YNE : I an; gatisfied that the 
removal of the 50 per cent. limitation in 

~Jr. Payne.] 
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rent has removed an anorrwlv from our 
statute-book. No such anomaly exists in 
>Lny other State of the Commonwealth. I 
am satisfied, after the remarks of the leader 
of the Opposition and those Y. ho support him, 
that all this big money is not being spent in 
the intercit' of the grazing selector. If the 
f'Wzing se)ector has put his money into it, 
t h.en he d1d not know "hat he was doing. 
I am quite prepared to go to my electors 
in the Mitchcll electorate, and let no one 
vote except the people on the land. I am 
prepared to lot them vote on the Land Act 
-~mendment ,\et of 1920, and I will guarant~o 
that I will come back to this House by a 
majority of two to one. The grazing selectors 
out there are not Labour men at all. 

The SEDRET.IRY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: They are 
honest men. (Laughter.) 

Mr. P A YNE: I say that seven-eighths of 
the grazing selectors in Central Queensland 
arc behind this Government in evorv act thev 
have done in connection with ct{tting ou't 

these big company holdings and 
[9.30 p.m.] throwing them onen for closer 

settlement. Manv· of the people 
out there have very fine young sons, and they 
have had applications in for such land year 
after vear, but it is like goino- in for a 
"Tattersall's sweep." I guarantee that, if 
the whole o£ the big company holdings ,in 
the Mitchel! district were cut up into decent 
hv1ng areas-not starvation arh'ls--

0PPOSITION ME]\[BERS interjecting, 

::\Ir. P A YNE: Perhaps I have forgotten 
more about the pastoral industry than the 
whole of hon. members opposite ever learned. 
Considering everything-rent, distance from 
the railwa;: s, possibilities of improying the 
land by water- supply, character of the 
country, and so on-I take mv stand for 
nothing less than 10,000 acres of the best land 
out there not far from the railwa,· as being 
large enough for a man to settle· down and 
1nake a decent living on. 

Mr. COSTELLO: That is not the opinion of 
the Government. 

Mr. P AYNE : It is the opinion of the 
Government. The hon. member does not 
know what he is talking about. He is talk
ing through his hat. The Gov·Prnment have 
proved that that is their opinion. brcause the 
h>ases of a lot of the best la.nd out there in 
10,000-a_cre blocks have expired, and they 
have g1von the holders priorib· in applica
tions for n.'W leases. That proves that the 
Government. do not think it wonld be worth 
while dividing them. 

:\1r. DEACON: ·what is the countn- worth 
per acre? u 

Mr. P A YNE : I do not know but I would 
be very sorry to give morP tha~ 10s. an acre 
for land out west for grazing, because, if you 
capitalise that at 5 per cent.. you are paying 
6d. an acre for all tim o, and I do not think 
it is worth it; and I am talking as a man 
who has been there for forty years. 

Mr. FLETCHER: You a ro verv conscrv>ttive 
if you say that you want 10,000 acres of the 
best countrv out there. You can do well on 
some counti·} with 5,000 acres. 

Mr. P AYNE: MPn on 10,000 acres not. far 
from the railway line have don<> well and 
reared nice fani'ilics, and do not owe the 
banks any money. They have not raced about 
the country in motor-cars, of course, from 

[1lr. Paync. 

daylight to dark. They have lived as reason
abk human be-ings, and I am mtislicd that a 
great many of them are not hard-up to-day. 
I am satisfied, from what has been going on 
for some years, that these great big companies 
are behind the Opposition. The small 
grazing selectors have been rnuzzlrd by some 
of these " big guns," but there "-ill br~ a 
rumpus before long; there will be a split, 
and you will find the small selector supporting 
straight-out Labour men rather than men 
who will lrnd themselves to giving these big 
companies any extension of their lc:Jses and 
wiping out the 1920 Act. (Opposition laugh
ter.) This is a serious m"'tter to me. The
hon. member for Kurilpa, who laughs, does 
not know tlw A BC of what I am talking of. 
It is serious, because I have been in a pastoral 
district for just on forty years and I knov, 
the genuine hunger there is for land among 
our own people. I know the great rush from 
other States for land. Go to a ballot booth, 
as I have done off and on for years, a.nd 
run your e;c·e down the list of applications, 
and vou will be surprised at t.he hundreds 
c,f po~ople from Victoria. :;\I ow South \Vales. 
a.nri cverv other State in the Commonwealth 
who are 'putting in applications for our best 
shecJp country in C<:ntral and Northern 
Queensland, more partiCularly m the Bm·coo 
and Thomson River districts. I cannot help 
repeating that any party i'! this House who 
will lend themselves to g1vmg these com
panies extensions of k ases arc crin1inals to· 
the community. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The Premier 
statPd that the Government who were respon
sible for introdu.cing the 50 per cent. lirr;ita 
tion on increases of rents had pass•:d pamc~y 
legislation. Wlwtl:cr it was pamcky. legis
ldion or not, I thmk v:e should all g1vo !he 
Gm·ernment of that day cre<lit for ·dmng 
what the,· believed to be in the bpo,t inter·, sts 
of thn State. \Ve know perfectly \vel! that a 
tPrrlJ~c drought waR devastatinr; practira)ly 
the whole of Queensland. that the pastorah~ts 
in ·PYf'r,-: dirention were being forced to rchn
qnish ti;eir holdings. and that quite a numbe1· 
wore going to the wall. . In m;der to prevent 
th0111 fror-1 leanng then· ho,dm~s and to 
induce fina.ncial institutions to ass1st th<;m to 
remain on thmn, that legisla";:)on "\vas Intro
duced. It. is not a question of whether the 
pastoralist \vas able to p~y th~ rent or not, 
or whether he was gcttmg h1s land more 
cheaply than the gr':'zing selector. The ques
tion w·e ha YC to dcc1dC' JS w h<>ther a contract 
was entE>red into betwe~n the . Government 
and those individuals. The Prc mwr says there 
was not. Hr remembers perfectly well that, 
when he was in London. correspondence to_ok 
place behvoen himself and Professor Ke~th 
-in the· colun1ns of the London " TnTles," ·which 
I quoted last sese.ion. and I am prepa_red to 
accept the opinion of Profes•0r. Kr,th m pr_e
ference to that of the Premwr. He said 
distinctly and emphaticall:;- that 1t was 
repudiation. 

Mr. s~·oP~ORP : The High Conrt di .agrees 
with him. 

:\fr. TA YLOR: The Pr0micr kno\ thal 
\Yhat I 8111 stating is rwrfectly CO!T:ct. all{ 

I am prepared to accept thl verd!C't of " 
great c•Jnstitutional authorit.v like Profes~rr 
I{eith. 1_~he n1aking of the ren'::'~ rPtrospcctnc 
for so n1any yoars, as has bPt'n dono 1n tf~ 
reappraisemen1; by the Land Court. · L"nd 
the injustice of the whole proceeclmgs. I a.n 
given to understand that, in a number >f 
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in:;:t;lnC'0:::. trans.fcrs haY£' been 1na.d0. and 
thP latPr tunant, find that thov are rom
)Wlled to pa_.· hcav:-- rptro•pect.ive rent a Is. 
which they have probably not been able to 
reron~r fl'OlTl the LWn frotn whom tht:.•' 
bought. I am not blaming the Land Court. 
The,\~ are simply c.an;yi ng out the dutiPs fqr 
vvhich they were brought into existence and 
fixing tho rent on the eYid -, nC"e bcforp thcrn. 
I lwlieve that thcv do it to the vorv lw : 
of their ability. 'I do not qucetion ·them. 
but I question the Land Aet Amendment 
Act, Thich bronght abont hat h·• s been 
j-.t~rrnf'd ihe rPpudiation that has caused the 
Ios« of the State's credit. and to a gn•at 
extent accentuated the difficulties that ·,· c 
have had financiallY during the last fe\' 
YL·ll'''· 

Ear1if'r in the oycning I nskrd fo1· ~.ome 
information with regard to vVambiana and 
\\' ambiana North holdings. The Treasurer 
clnes not satisfv Inc• in connection with that 
matter. T'he rentals of these holdings were 
dr't<'rmined by the Land Court in May, 1919, 
at 33s. 9d. and 36s. 9d. per mile rhpectively. 
those r-ates being 50 per cent. in excc's of 
tho'<' pa.id during the first period of the 
lease. About six -or soyen months after the 
rcneY. als w~re fixed by the Land Court an 
arrangement was made between ihe depart
ment and the lhsces, whereb:,· thP holdings 
\Vnr0 arnalgamatcd under section 167 of th~:
Land Ad of 1910, one of the conditions 'lf 
the amalgamation being that the rent for th,• 
whol" area up to 30th September, 1925. 
shoulrl be 35s. per square mile. That '·' 1.s a 
fair a '.~cragf' on the a:-:-,essn1cv:t n1ade to the 
Land Court in :Y1ay of that year. 

The SPEAKER : Order 1 Did the hon. 
n1e1nbcr 11ot speak earlier on this rcsolutior1? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I asked a. question with 
regard to \Yambiana holding. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member rose? 

:Yfr. TAYLOR: Ye·. 

The SPEAKER: I called the l!on. mem
ber, and I have a note that he spoke. 

::VIr. T :\ YLOR: I certainly rose to m,1- feet. 

The SPE"\KER: I must rule the hon. 
member (Hit of order, as I gayc him a call. 

::Yir. HARTLEY (Pitzroy): To me. the 
le:tder nf the Opposition made the position 
worS·.l in relation to th<• attituchl of the 
Countl':T part:J' iP regilrd to the rcP~ppraise
rncnt of rc11b: which has taken place un-h ;' 
the Land A~t Amendment .Act of 1920. Ho 
made two points-first. that. while thev would 
not pay rnonetary compensaHon br:c~usc of 
the rctrospertiYc rent, yet every Lasc \Yould 
be C'onsidercd on its rucrits; nnd. as com
pensation for the i1·~rease of rent above the 
50 per cent. limitation fixrd by the previous 
Act, they would be prepared to concede an 
extension of the lease. That. to me, seem~ 
to be a. very bad principle to la_,. down in 
1~;gard to any legislation of a. preceding 
Government. 

Mr. Vo\VLES: I did not sav that should he 
done in every case. ' 

JVIr. HARTLEY: I did not say the hon. 
member did. I said he would cm1sider each 
case on its merits for an extension of lease 
as compensation. That is the imnortant 
point. On what grounds would th-e hon. 
member base a claim for compemation except 

that the original holders of the lca .. e had 
b'•cn assessed at a higher rcnta.l than had 
been prcviousl 0 determined under the Act 
of 1905 and the later Art of 1910? 

Mr. Vo\\ LES: I said where it had been 
sh()wn that a.n injmtice had been done. 

:..rr. 1-L\R'l.'LEY: Arcordiug to the hon. 
DlOHlbnr's contention, the lessee of every 
holding- in the schedule of exempted holdings 
under the 1905 Act would be considered to 
be suffering an injustice b~v the increase of 
rent. 

}[,·. VowLES: Not noc<:',sarily. 

1\1,,, IIARTLEY: T~wt is the widest Jnrer
prctation. It is the logical interpretation to 
be placed upon the hon. member's statement. 
He also nHtdo tho state><lent, in reply to the 
hon. member for :Vlitcholl, that he would 
repc .I the Act of 1920, as it was an unjust 
_-\et. That is worse iha!l saying that they 
will return tho rnone,~- that has been p11id as 
n'nt OV.'l' the 50 per cent. limitation. The 
main principle of the 1920 Act was the 
rernm-al of the limitation of 50 per cent. in 
resppct of holdings which wore previonsly 
held und0r an agreement that the incroasc 
on the re'lJl)ll'aisoment of rent should not 
0 '<Ccecl 50 per cent. If that Act is repealed, 
it. means tha.t all those holclin;,i.; will go back 
to the position they were in Di'Cvious!v. Th0 
Land .\r-t of 1910 will applv ro them. and 
the arpas mentioned in the s< hcdulc will not 
be able to be as.;essed to a greater extent 
than 50 per cent. above the previous reap
praise ne Jt. That will natw·ally raise the 
quPst1on of rmnpensation for the rent ,vhlch 
has been paid by rca·<on of the action of the 
Land Court during the past three: or four 
~,rUHLi. In Tny opinion it \Yould be a v,reater 
J,indrancc to land settlement than the old 
Art. The kc:itimatc !aNI eottlcrs :1nd 
,J,.,~elopers of the country V/ould far prder 
tho policy of this Gow•rnmc1"t in hmd settle
ment to any Act whi('h wonld give hack 
t0 the old s(luattc;- class the tremendous 
g-rip that it had on the lacd administration 
before the 1920 Act was pass0rl. It should 
be borne in mind by rvcry sound thinking 
QnP('ll-:.:lander -..vho de-.:ir('" to ~cc a clo-;cr 
land sdtlement policy inaugurated in the 
State ihat the Counb'y party stand for the 
r<'ncal nf that Act and the nutting- of the 
, .. hole of tho conntr:;· in the hands of ·quatter
clorn aga,in. 

:\Jr. RIZRR (Tuudah): Thoro is not the 
dig-htcst doubt that the lctdcr of the 
Opposition put his finger on the point whPn 
he said that it is guitc olwions that the 
Government realise in their dying davs that 
it i . .:; nC"rf':o:~urv to find :-~orne gTOund on' whif'h 
thoy can rai~0 a ratch-crv to rchn bilitate 
the;11selvos in the country. ' 

Th1r. CoLLIXS: X othing of the kind. 

Mr. SIZER: There has been a most 
deliberate attempt all day to distort the 
remarks which ha.ve been made from this 
side of the House on that question. Men
tion has been made oi a certain organisa
tion. I know nothing whatever about it, 
and its influence over me is nil. If they 
sent all t.he resolutions in t.he world to me 
in this House and I did not agree with 
them, I would not support them. That is 
thP position in which I, and tho party to 
which I belong-, stand. When we do gain 
the Treasury benches the members of the 
party-and they only-will decide the policy. 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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On the question of the attitude laid down 
by the leader of the Opposition, the hon. 
member for Gregory seems to be the cham· 
pion on the Government benches. He asked 
a question on several occd sions vvhich, I 
1nai11tain, has been answe1·ed, and now he 
accuses hon. members on this side of refus
ing to answer. If we take a guide from the 
G-Gvernmf-)nt as to the way to answer ques
tions that are put to them in their official 
capacity, there is no Jieed for us to open 
ou1 nJouths. 

}Ir. POLLOCK: How does the hon. member 
stand in connection w1th the matter? 

}Ir. SIZER: I am quite prepared to state 
my views if the hon. member is prepared 
to state where they stole the minutes from 
and who was the agent they paid to get 
t.bcm. 

Mr. POLWCK: I got them from the hon. 
member for Herbert. Kow you answer my 
question. (Laughter.\ 

Mr. SIZER: I said that, if the hon. 
member for Gregory would say where the 
party got them from, I would answer his 
question. The hon. member for Townsville 
h:,, contradicted one portion of the minutes. 

The TREASURER: He said ho was not pre
sent w.ben tha.t rewlution was carried; so 
how can he contradict the minutes? 

Mr. SIZER: An attempt "as made to 
connect the hon. member for Townsville with 
something that hon. members opposite said 
they had official documents to prove, and 
the hon. member for Townsvillo said he wa.s 
not there. The whole of the document could 
very easily be a " fake." just as one portion 
wa3 pointed out to be wrong by the hon. 
member for TownsvillL Those documents 
belong to the Country party. They were 
tho private documents of that party. 

The TREASURER: N'J. 
Mr. SIZER: They must have got into the 

hands of the Government by some devious 
means. In connection with pastoral leases, 
we will take t.he case of a holding under the 
1920 Act which has cnangod hands once or 
twice, and which was covered by the retro
spccti ve section of the 1920 Act. It was sold 
i•1 good faith and bought in good faith, 
and was hold by the new tenant for twelve 
months before the passing of the new Act. 
'l'hat man sells out agai10 to another man--

The TREASVRER: That does not happen. 

Mr. SIZER: It does happen. The holder 
of that particular land would be caJloo upon 
to pay the whole of the retroopective rent. 

The TREASURER: There have been sales, 
but not two or three sales. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Yes-three sales. 

The TREASURER : There are no such cases. 

Mr. SIZER: Take the case where the land 
changes hands once. The original holder 
would probably enjoy nine-tenths, of the 
benefits of the old Act, but the new man, 
who is in occupation, would have to pay the 
whole of the retrospective rent, because he 
is the lessee for the Lime being. 

The TREASURER: How far does the retro
spective rent date back? 

l\lr. SIZER : In some cases six years. 
The new tenant would only have a moral 
claim against the man from whom he bought. 

The TREASURER: It could not go back six 
years if the hol·der bought in 1920. If it 

[Jlr. Sizer. 

was bought in 1920. it was bought before 
t.h<> Act was passed. · 

Mr. SIZER : I said that in some cases 
where the man bono:ht before the Act was 
passed the retrospective rent would apply. 
If he bought it aftpr the Act was passed, 
it would not apply .. Take the ease of a m.an 
who bought a holdmg twelve months prwr 
to the passing of the Act. He would be 
called upon to pay retrospective re_nt ,;-it~l
out enjoying the full benefits. I tnmk 1t 1s 
only fai1· and just that that man should be 
recompensed in some rea:Jonablc way. 

The TREASURER : How would it be done? 
Mr. SIZER: It is impossible to suggest 

that the rent should be handed back. Any· 
one ontside Parliament who suggests or 
contemplates that that should be done does 
not possess a correct view of matters. 

The TREASURER: Edkins and Garbutt pro
posed it. 

Mr. SIZER: vVe an' accused of following 
men of that mentalitv. Those men know 
that it i" impo;;,ible, ~nd no one would be 
bound to such a ridiculous proposition. 

The TRF\Sl'HER: The Country party are 
pledged to it. 

:\1r. HAR'ILEY: The members of the Country 
party are pledged to repeal that . \et. 

Mr. SIZER: Ko. 
Mr. HARTLEY : Does the hon. gentleman 

,·ay that he is not pledged to repeal that Act? 

Mr. SIZER: Hon. members opposite state 
that on the advent of any new Government 
thoro "ould be a wholesale extension of 
leases. That is not so. In eases 'vhcro~ 
perhaps, the annual rental is £50 ar~d a 1nan 
has paid £100 where he has not enJoyed the 
full benefit of that 1·ental, it would be reason
able to ctllow him a further two years' lease. 
That would be the view that I would take on 
the question of an extension of leases. To 
meet the excessive amount pa1d m rent. I 
would be pr0pared personally to co11cider 
such a proposal; but I certainly do not 
think for ono moment that it is the intentwn 
of this partv to grant a wholcsalo extension of 
leases, and 'hon. gentlemen opposite ):mve :'at 
been able fairly to connect such an mtenbon 
with this side of the House. 

RESOLUTIOKS PASSED UNDER OPERATION OF 
STM:lliNG ORDER No. 307. 

At 10 p.m., 
The SPEAKER: Under the provi,ions 

of Standing Order No. 307, dealing with 
"Days allotted for Supplv,'' I shall now 
procc;ed to put the balance of the resolutions. 

Resolution 57 agreed to. 
Resolutions 58 to 69, both inclusive, put 

and passed. 

\VAYS A~D :i;1EAKS. 

REsr:,rPTION OF Co1nJITTEE. 

(Jlr. Jtir tC(TJl, Brisbanf', in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. B. G. 'I'heodorc, 
Chillago,): I beg to mon-

" (u) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His l\lajesty for the 
scnice of the year 1922-23, a further sum 
not excecdino- £5,641,242 be granted out 
of the Cons~lidated Revenue Fund of 
Queensland, exclusive of the moneys 
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standin to the credit of the Loan Fund 
~\C"count'. 

" (11) That tO\vanh making good the 
Supply ~~;Tantcd to His :Majesty for the 
"cnicc of the vcar 1922-1923, a further 
oum not excoodi.ng £2.914.365 be granted 
£tom the Tru t and Special Funds. 

'' (c) That towards making good the 
i'lllpply gTanted to His Majesty for the 
snvic<' oi the year 1922-1923, a furth£'r 
3llll1 uot exceeding £3.279.660 b£' granted 
fro1n tllP 1nonrys standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Ac-count. 

" (r/) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His :Majesty for the 
GPrYicn of the year 1921-1922. a supple
mentary um not exceeding £135,168 10s. 
Sd. be· grantnd out of the Consolida~ed 
Rovemw Fund of Queensland exclusive 
of the monevo standing to the credit of 
the Lo n F;;nd Account. 

" 11) That towards making good the 
iluppl: !~ranted to His Majesty for the 
'·ervice of the year 1921-1922, a supple
mentarv sum not exceeding £116,100 9s. 
9d. be; granted from the' Trust and 
Special :Funds. 

" (/) That tO\mrd·' making good the 
S'tlpply granted to His Maje•ty for the 
servir·e of the vcar 1921-1922. a supple
mentarY -~um n;,t exceeding £253,417 Q,_ 
5d. be gTanted from the moneys standing 
to the credit of the Loan Fund Account. 

" (rJ) That towards making good the 
Stq)ply granted to His ;yrajesty on 
account for the service of the vear 1923-
1924, a sum not exceeding £1,200,000 be 
aranted out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of Queensland exclusiYe of the 
~11oneY~ standing to the credit of the 
Loan· Fund .\ccount. 

'' (h) That towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on 
account for the serYice of the year 1923-
1924, n. enm not exceeding £700,000 _be 
p·antcrl from the Trust and Specul.! 
Funds. 

" (i) That towards making p;ood the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on 
accoent for the sm·vice of the year 1923-
1926, a sum not excecdin:.; £600.000 be 
gra ntc<C] fro1n the :tnone:vs standing to the 
CTerlit of the Loan Fund Account." 

Question put and 11as.':led. 
The Honse resumed. 
The f'HAIR}IAN reported the resolutions. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

'made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

RECEPTION A:.iD ADOPTION OF RESOLuTIO:.iS. 

On the motion of the TREASURER (Hon. 
E. G. Thcodore. Ulzillagne), the resolutions 
wen~ rcrei Ycd and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2. 
]'IRST READING. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported 
from tho Con1mittee of \Vays and l\:Ieans, \\'as 
introduced, and read a fjrst time. 

SECOXD READING. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/lagnc): I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
timc." 

C>.ir. FLETCHER (Port Cu,·ti,,): We have 
not had vcrv much opportunity this session of 

--dC'aling with the Trust and Loan Funds. 

Upon their wise investment the prosperity 
and progress of the State depend. 

The TREAScRER: Surelv the ho11. member 
is not going to rais2 'that point on the 
second reading of the Appropriation Bill. 
He should have raised it in Committee of 
\Vays and :Means. (Laughter.) 

:'lir. FLETCHEH: We did not have the 
Op]Jortunity in Committee of \Vays and 
:\1 cans of dealing with these funds. Last 
3·ear it was on the second reading of the 
Appropriation Bill that we had the oppor
tunit.y of dealing with them. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member should 
ha ye taken the opportunity in Committee 
of \Vays and Means, and he could have dis
cussed it all night, or he should derd "ith 
it on the Committee stage of the Bill. 
(Laughter.) 

:\1r. FLETCHER: \Ve n,ust expend our 
loan monev wisely. If it is expended 
injudiciously, the burden of taxation becomes 
so heavy that trade is injured and it becomes 
impossible to pay wages. The reduction of 
wages which has taken place is due t1o unwise 
expenditure of loan money in the past. The 
loan money to be appropriated for this year 
is set down at £4,926,660, and tl1e Trust Fum!, 
expenditure at over £5,000,000. 'l'hNc is a 
lot of trust monE~vs advanced in connection 
wjth cot~on tradjng, sugar 1nills. State p,nter
prisH, and the like. In ccnnection -,,-ith the 
expenditure of loan money wn arc entirely 
dependent upon the security of the State. Iu 
connection with State enterprises, in which 
vast sums of trust money have been expended. 
WP 1nust in tho near future ·write off sonlC
thing like £1,000,000. That will go to the 
Loan Fund, and we shall have to pay interc,t 
on it year by Tear. \Ve have to write off 
certain sun1s in connection \Vith Inkcrn1an, 
Chi!lagoe. and soldiers' settlements, etc., but 
we shall have to pay interest on that money 
and have nothing to show for it. The 'Troa
surer estimates a deficit for this year of 
£576,000. I contend that it doPs not reflect 
the true financi<tl position of the Sta to. 
because there arc considerable lo~qes on the 
State enterprises and other iiwcstn;ents of 
the Governmen". which have not been taken 
into account at rtll. There have been hnge 
losses on th8 State stations. amounting t" 
some hundreds of thousands of pounds, and 
there are also losses amounting to £170,000 
on the oiher State enterpri--eo .. for last vear. 
I cont.,nd that to get the true financial posi
tion of the State vou must take these losses 
into consideration.· Instead of the nrospective 
deficit beinp; £576.000 it is more likely to be 
well over £1,000,000 

The TREASURER: You have already agreed 
to this in Committee, so why refer to it now? 

Mr. FLETUHER: We have spent hug-e 
sums of money under the day-labour principle. 
which has been responsible for a great deal 
of waste. We know that £35,000,000 haYe 
been spent by this Government at high rates 
of interest running to 5~ and 6 per cent., and 
tho consequence is that our interc-'t bill for 
this financial vear will amount to £3,582,000, 
or an increase for the vear of £282,000. We 
have had no commensurate return for the 
money we have spent, because WP are spending 
a great deal of our monev on enterpnsn that 
-do not return any interest. The result Is that 
the interest has to be made up by other 
forms of revenue. If we review the poeition 
we shall find that in two vears it will present 
a very serious state of affairs. Our int0rest 

Mr. Fletcher.] 
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bill at the present time is £3.582,000 per 
annun1. \Ve have loans a1nonnting to 
£25.000.000 falling due in the next two 
years, and they will have to be renewed. 
If we can renew them at 5 per eent.-and 
that is a consenative estimate-it will 
increase our interest bv £300.0(0 a voar. 
If we borrow £4,000,0.00 next year, • our 
interest bill for the year ending; on 30th 
J uno, 1924, will be increased by another 
£200,000. If w·e borrow £4,000,000 in 1925. 
our interest bill will be increased by a further 
£200,000, and intcrrest on State enterprisE" 
lo'"u written off will absorb another £50.000. 
That mea,ns that on 30th J mw. 1925, 
our interest bill will amount to £4,332,000, 
or an increa"ie in two years of £750,000, 
and in thrPc years an~ jncrcasc of over 
£1,000.000. \Ye shall have no material increase 
in our revenno to meet this inkrest bill. The 
reason for that is that the revenue has been 
collected bv unsound moans. Tho sum o! 
£600,000 has been collected in retrospective 
rents under the Land Act Amendment Act, 
and is now finished. and huge trtxation has 
been imposed upon the people. The taxation 
has increased 300 per cent. from all sources 
until to~day £3,500,000 is colledcd from taxa~ 
tion. r:rhat is a 1nost retarding influence on 
OUI' progres~. It has restricted enterprise. and 
has prevented rcventlc con1ing- into the Trea
:-;ury horn proper chal111Pls. The revenue has 
had to bP augmented b~v thcsP nn"-'lund mean 
and in the end that will be disastrous to the 
State. There is no natural development tak~ 
ing· place>. rrhc expenditnr0 of loan money 
absorbs the unemployed. 'l'ho rcvenu0 has 
not bePn increased through this expenditurf' 
cf loan n1nnc"':· each ";CJr. Tbjs -vcar a record 
loan expendihuc- is forco;;hadowe'd, amounting 
to £4.929.660. Bv this nwctns it is intended 
to absorb the unC:·n1.nloved and create an air 
of prosperity. It. i, rt • purel.v fictitious pros~ 
perity. because in the long run we shall hav<' 
to pay for all this heavy expenditure of Jo~•n 
TnoncY. which does not return anv rev0nuc at 
all. ThP GoYcrnment hayo start0d the build
ing of the Burnctt railwa',~ from thrf'e clif
fnrent points just hPcau~e 1!. suits then1 politi~ 
co.llv to do so. Thev propo'" to build the 
raihco.v from Baralaba in order to nut thf' 
hon. ~1embcr for Normanbv in diflicultiec. 
ThPY propose' spf'nding fnr±her loan money 
there. notwithstanding the fact th'lt the irri
f'Htion area will not bP rPady for, perhaps. 
thr<'e vetns. Th0rC' is certaln]v no n0c-2s,:;jtv 
to !'tart the railway nntil thP {rrirrrr.tion area 
is well'nnder wav.' Even if it is ·~nlv twclv<' 
months hdorc the irrigation area is i·eadv. it 
means that we aro pa:ying- interest unnecf:c;~ 
sal'ilv for hvelve months. The'" railwavs arc 
being huilt all oyer the conntn- to Sl;it thR 
political cxigPnci0c of the mom<'nt and capture 
certain constituencies~ and v;e shaH be paying 
inter0st on the monP\' without anv return for 
it \Ve must face th~ prospect o{ very heavy 
deficits for the next t1vo or three vears. \Ye 
have to pay for the wanton and. iniquitous 
extrava g·anco of this G m-crnment. for the 
ocpcnditur!' of those millions and millions of 
money. I say itis not right to tell the people 
that tlw fmanccs are in c, sound position. to 
bolster them up and make out that everything 
is all rig;ht. The prosperity of Queens] 'nd 
thus created is fictitious. One never heaB of 
the sale or transfer of a, cattle or sheep nm 
at the preccnt time. In the country of which 
the hon. member for :VIitchell was spc'lking; 
practically no stations are being sold, prin
cipally because nobody has any confidence in 

[Mr. Pletche1·. 

this Government. ( Government laughter.; 
No one is going to bring capital here when 
they do not know what to expect next. The 
Government have done nothing to cut up 
those areas into small blocks and get small 
men to occupy them, and without that I do 
not see how wo are going to augnwr1t our 
railwav rovenuc on tho'' VV< .;tern line"'· It 
is iiur)ossible for us to retrieve' our position 
until \VO remove the stigrr1a of repudiation. 
and it is going to be impossible for us to 
make arrangcrrwnts to renew n1aturing loans 
and SC't'ure furth-er loan monr-y ad Yuntagoousl,v 
until we do remove that blot. \Ye shall have· 
to go to AmPrica. and pay higher ratf> there, 
or vvc shall have to pay heavier rates in Eng
land than we should. 

\Vhat \Ye need in this country is popula
tion, and '''e aro not going to get people to 
come here with enterprise and capital until 
they feel that their enterprises IYill be safe. 
That is what the Government fail to sec. 
They have certainly derived a certain amount 
of revenue from the " Repudiation Act," but 
I contend that indirectly they have lost t ·n
fold. The Government have lived during 
times of plenty. During the war prices were 
Yery high, and a lot of money was made, and 
the people' had profits which v,ere taxable. Th, 
Government thNeforc actuallv benefited bv 
the \Var. although they say thUt it was f-ina1l~ 
cially disastrous for them. Their reve11uc has 
incre<J.scd from £7,000.000 to £12.000.000 odd 
ir_;_ 'st \~en years, and during the ~an1e period 
they have spent £35,000,000 of lo~n money. 
although in the previous si,ty years on!~ 
£55,000.000 were spent. It is the wanton, 
\\ astoful expenditure that is causing the 
trouble to~clay and that is going to eauso· 
trouble durin"' the ne'l:t two or three year>, 
when a most difficult position will arise.' The 
GovPrnn1ent hnxc lived on 1oan nlOlH--y, not 
b:· developing the country by natural means, 
but by creating· a Gctitious prosperity. One 
would not mind if this expenditure of loan 
nwnev-£5 000.000 this year and £35.000.00L 
in t.he S8V~ll vearS-VV(';'C weJl '2}WDt. rrhc 
mor8 money V e spend the better. provided it 
io; well spo.ilt, but when it is w1stod it be~ 
comes absolutelv disastrom. It is our children 
who arc going 'to suffer be' 1use of this huge 
wasteful expenditure. The Goyernment han• 
become ca11ous ln regard to criticisn1. and 
anything we can now say regarding the 
f1nanrcs will not have any effect upon them. 
Rut the people should know. and it is our 
dnh· to let the people know, the true state of 
the finances. Although on the surface they 
mav appear to l1e all right, they are in a 
derilora blP condition, due entiroi,· to the 
wasteful and injudicious expenditure of loan 
monev and un~ound collcc~ion of re 'Cnue. 
I m];pose any one of a hundred thinr.rs 
which this Government havp done would 
havo cxtcrn1inated an:v preY-ions Govern
ment. The public have becmJ_Jr; thor
oughlv di~gustcd 1vith the \Yhole pos1bon. In 
face of tho financial position alone. quite 
apart from anything else, it j:3 altogether 
impossible for this Government to be 
r0turncd and to allow the drift. to g;o on and 
the position to becmne worse an.rl \Yorsc. Tht> 
Government a lone are l'f"•j)ons1blc, and they 
1vill ha v0 to take the rosponsibil i tv for the 
heav\' deficits that are bound to occur during· 
the next two or three year". 

-:\h. KERR (Enoggera): One of .the nr:i 
things which strikes ono on rce.dmg th1s 
Appropriation Bill is. ~hat Parhament "' 
being asked to pass m1lhons of pounds, and. 
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then' is no indication of where the moncv is 
to co1ne from. This i:3 to be all approp'ria
tion of 1noney \vhich we do not anticipate 
recc1v1ng. The Govcrnrrwnt expect to have 
a deficit of £576,000, and we are thus being 
askc{~ to approp~·iato Jnore 1noney than we 
nre hkt,ly to receive. (Government laughter.) 
lion. 1ncn1bers opposite 111av la.nO'h, but that 
i,, the fact. \Ye were supplied t~"-day ·with a 
copy of tlh Supplementary E.stimatc' for the 
yeur 1921-22. ,hawing an oxpenditurP of 
£135,16~ from r<'vcnuc, £116.100 from Trust 
Fundc· .. and £253,417 from Loan Fund,-a 
total of £504.6P5. That money was spent b>· 
the Gover·1ruent before being appropriated 
iJy Parliament, and they are now seeking the 
parliamentary approYaL It has been a habit 
for this Government to spend millions of 
pound,; without referring tho matter to Par
liament until a late date. 

Mr. KING: It is not a habit; it is a gift. 
(Laughter.) 

:II1·. KERR: Perhaps it is a gift. In the 
hands of this Government it has deycloped 
into a habit. FJ.nd is bccon1ing Gc:cond nature 
·with them. In seven VC'ar:, the Government 
h"v'' spent over £5,000,000 r··hich \\cts not 
appropriated at the propel' tiHtc. Tht:ir 
:lct:on ha.: hcc:J aggravntPd 1nT the fact that 
ilH'rC' l-"Jve been hCavv dcficil-- at the sarn(~ 
titrH'. Th0 p1-evious G0vPT11n1ent 1n 1:1. period 
)f "t'YCn J-c-ars spent. on an av.'rage, ,£200.000 
le.,-, t.han that an1ount for each t1f th0 scvC'n 
,n'al '· vYc know perfectly well that in Xcw 
:-lnuth \Yale' they had a Royal Commi."ion to 
inquir0 into the very same thing. In 
Qnrcu·, tnncL apparently, it i2 not thoug·ht 
r:nc,~ssarv tn have a Ro·:al Commission. ThQ 
Govcrnr;Jent should adhere to tho appropria
tion by Purlir.ment. I hope th.lt during the 
coming yPar the~ will rev(·rt to the pricbco 
of keeping Atrictly to the money appropriated 
by Parliament, and not go on recklessly 
'pending millionfi of pound.-). 

Mr. CoLLIXS: vVhat portion would the hon. 
:rnembcr cut out? 

Mr. KERH : There are hundreds of por
'tion" that could be cut out. "' large expen
diture of loan rnoncv in counef'tio:J '"·ith tho 
State entnpri''" could be cut our. The 
arnount :;::pent in connection ,,-ith the Commic:,
eionPr of Prires eould be cut onf. 

Mr. COLLP-:s: vYould the hon. member cut. 
r,nt the £40.00J to be spent in erecting 'vhcat 
chctl·? 

I"EHR : The hon. gentleman can piek 
cases. In 1920-21 the estimated 

ren•nue 1;as £12.182.000, and tlw actual 
n'ven'H' """ £12.601,000. That left reallv 
£419 rnQ for the Gm·ernmont to play with. 
All that money was not obtained through the 
ordinary channels of taxation, but £300,000 
of it ,-as obtained through exorbitant taxa
tion. The only mrplus that the Government 
could show \vas a surplus of £10.000. In 
1913-14 there was an excess of revenue oYer 
expenditure of £175,000, and the Government 
of t.he day shmved a surplus amounting to 
that -mm. In 1900-1901 the 0xcess of revenue 
over <'xpcncliture was £200.000. and the Go
vernment of the day placed £150,000 to the 
cr0dit of the trustees of tlw Public Debt 
RP<:h1C·tion Fund for the purpose of decreas
ing; our public debt and r0licYing rcvcnuo 
from paying the int0rest on our publi<" dC'ht 
to that amount. Th0 Goyernment also ehowPd 
a surplus of £48,000. This GoYCrnmcnt hove 
never attempted to reduce onr nublic debt. 
I am certain that an incon1jng -GovcrnmPnt 
will tackle this question. Prior to th;, Go-

vernmcnt coming into office there was placed 
to the credit of i he Public Debt Reduction 
Fund a sum of approximately £53,000 annu
ally for the reduction of the public debt. 
During the seven years of ofiico of this Go
vernment they ha\'8 reduced the public debt 
by approximately £60.000. 

::'dr. \\'. COOPER : And no sale of Crown 
lands. 

At 10.28 p.m., 
'rho CHAIR:\IAX OF Col\DIIT'rEEs f);1r. I{lr,v<Ht. 

Rri,bllnl") rolicYCd the Speaker "in the ch,,ir. 

:\h. KERR: Bv wav of Crown rents the 
Gm·ernmr>nt have 'recni;·od £1,500,000, where
as in \ ictoria the GoYernrrlCnt rocei". C' onlv 
£500.00d; but in tho lattN State thev arc 
able to balance their arcounts and ha~~p no 
-;_llP of Crown lands. \Ye are at the present 
day looklng; for directions in which to ccono
wisc. \Vl find that the expenditure in con
lll'ctifln with the Yarious departments an1ount" 
to £12 17s. llrl. per hcari. Yet in 1914. 
'd1en the population was 10 per cent. lcs . it 
only cost £7 5.,, 10d.~a difference of 44 per 
cent. The cost of the public .. en·ice is creator 

_ in QucC'nsland than in any other 
[10.30 p.m.j State with thl' cxrq>tion of 

\VcstNn Australia, and there it 
j.s being reduced unclPr a ~ational Goycrn
n1ont. It 1na,v be u rgu0d th~"'-t the salaries are 
higlH"l' in Queensland, but that a1·gumont will 
not hold water. It is became of the com
Inunistic poli('y of creating various suh
departnH~nts in connection y;ith State e-nter
prise. The rCYPllUC ppr head to-Ja v }:-; 
£12 1 4d., and in 1914, \Yhen the Go~-,•rn
Incnt \\ere able to _balance accountR, it y\ as 
£9 4s. 4d. If you take the then pnrchasin[!; 
power of tll(' so·:r"reign, you will find loan 
money giving- a r0turn of £13 prr C!·nt.; and 
one of the most regrettable thing·s that the 
G_o\·crnn10nt are responsibl0 for i~ the C>XpPn

ditnrP of huge stuns of loan money on 
nnproductiye works. I pointe-d out on' th·, 
Fsbmatc::: for tJH) Dt1 part.mrnt of Pnbllc 
\Vorks that in 1914 thr Gm·ernment spent 
on buildings a sum of £190,438 out of 
reYenu(. aud the pn"c:.cnt Goyernrnent hrr YC 

rcduc~r! that C'cpencliture to £95.000. 1,Vhile 
the· larf!er amount for expenditure on bnilcl
ing.J was providcr1 ont of reYcnur in 1914. 
to-day it is provided out of loan. 

:\1r. C'OLLJXS: \\'hy don't .c ou put up some
body who understands finance' 

:VIr. KERR: Doe-. use thr lwn. member for 
Dowcn ,-isited tho Queensland Club and came 
out 1vith a very sr<tisfied ::n11ile on his fac(", 
it does not say that he is a critic on finance. 
At tho JWOsent time the people of Queensland 
arP con1pc1Jc-d to pav hPaYv taxation in 
orr1cr to n1ake up the~ Io~sPs ·incurred fron1 
thP unvd~o exp('nciiture of loan monev. I 
have her, an extract from a book bv .. Otto 
Kahn, 'ln Americ.1n bank0r, \v-hich reads~ 

" B.' the opiate of taxation which 
appar0ntly touches them but vorv little, 
or not at all, the masses of the people are 
apt to be. lulled into a sense of relative 
inrlifforcnco to governmental wasteful
ness; but the facts remain at work and 
incxornbl~v a.t work, nnd their working 
moans, and has ahYavs meant. that 
goyernmental extravaga1~ce is visited, not 
upon one class but upon all the people. 
\Vron~ cconoJnics, hoWP\·rr vi·cll inten
tioned, have been more fruitful of harm 
to the people than almo ,t any other single 
act 01. government." 

ciTy contention is that we should be able to 
do that. \Yhile the Gm·ernment are hitting 

Mr. T(m., J 
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lJ10 wcalthv rnan in their ta·,:a.tion, thC\' arc 
in lircctly hittillg; th0 man whom they- com
monlv refer to as '·our das ," They an~ 
hlttir~g th0 1JICtnlwrs of the Q"C'n~··,al corn
lllUnltv. There arc rnany iteins in the l1ud[~l't. 
that ~'ould well be wi1;ccl out. During the 
clcl.Hlb~ on the F'ina.ncia.l Stutl\n1cnt hon. Inf'nl
bc'l's on this :-;ide point0rl out scYeral votes 
that could be disvenscd with, and. if the 
Trust Accounts and Loan Account had been 
di::<.cusscd, 11-1any ir;stanccs could haYc berm 
1·'ointcd out whc·re a ~aYing could haYP been 
effected. 

I want to <kal \\ ith the transfer of the 
State Savings Bank to the Commonwealth in 
connection ·" ith the public debt. Ccrtam 
sums hav0 been added to the public debt 
\\ hich should not have be<'Il added to it. 
The transfer of the State Saving'; Bank to 
the ConHnon,.vealth was Yf'l'.Y regrettable. 
At that time there was a sum of £2.289,334 
at current account with the Queensland 
;\;a.tiomd Dank, in addition to which there 
\Yas a sum of £1,000,000 unsecured in the 
Treasury, making £3,389,334. That. money, 
''hi eh J..vc rccei..-ed .at 3~ per cent. 1ntere_st, 
\vas addeJ to the public d"bt. ::\Iany prm
cip10s were sacrificed in the handing over 
of that n1onev. For in' b.:..-nc0, it was sup
posed for the i1urposes of the. Commonwealth 
to be at coll; but, when wrthdra\\als were 
groaV=-r tha:1 d0posits_ in any one qu~rtcr, we 
had to fmd the dJfferf'nce. In the first 
quarter tbc 'vithdra.wah J..vcre £373,000 111?rc 
than the de11osits; and, in~tead of gettn1g 
that money at 3~ per cent., we ha<:J io pay 
5 per cent. on the n1oncy. There 1s a sun1 
of £3,085,000 rf'pl'l"'f'enting assetf' in ronnoc
tion with the \Yorkers' Dwclljngs and the 
Stat·:. Adya.nrcs Corporntion Brnnrh. Tha~. 
mone'l has al'o been added to the public 
dPbt. · That £3.000,000 odd we g·ot at 3~ per 
rc:nt. ; l::ut, nndcr the agTC0il1cnt with. the 
Ccmmonwcalth, IYC had tn PcLY an addit1onal 
~ l1Cl' rent. on it. rrh:d 111t"'ans that PYC'l'Y 
'uccecding year we have to pay over £15.0QO 
extra fro .1 revenue for intcJ .·st on the pubhc 
d''bt. 'I'Iw Trust Funds account at the end 
of 1921 showed a credit balance of over 
£l.OOO.OC'J; but, if ~lris money had been 
included, there would loavc been a debit 
h<1 ln.uce in the account of over £2.000.000. 
There is another aspect of the question. I 
want. to deal with ihc \Vor!<ers' D\vC'l!ing,·., in 
which we haYe im·cstcd £1,134.000. The net 
profit per annnn1 atnounts approxi1nately tD 
£9.000. If we take the e·dra ~ per cent. 
v.:l1ich we ha \"0 to pay, instPad of having a 
nroflt of £9.000, thrrt profit will be whittled 
Rwnv and thr,re ~vill be a smaller 1nargiu 
upoir which to work. 

At 10.40 p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. KERR: That will be another enter
prise which has no opportunity of making 
good. For a number of years-in fact, ever 
since it was crcated-t'w \Vorkers' Dwellings 
Fund has paid its way, but on the higher 
rate of interest there is not going to he any 
profit, and it is turning a paying depart
rncnt into a non-pa.ying one. The same 
thing applie; to the AdvO:nccs to Sct.t.lcrs 
CmporatJOn. There was a profit of £9.900 
pe'' annum there, but the extra ~ per cent. 
interest has reduced the profit of £9,000 to 
a profit of only £1,000. There was also stand
inQ to profit in the 'ast account an amount 
o( £83,000. One naturnlh asks where these 
huge sums of money h~ne gone. Instead of 

[.Mr. Kcrr. 

keeping them as a standby to this institu .. 
tion, we find that that money has been paid: 
into revenue. The Workers' Dwellings 
Board a.nd the State Advances Corporation 
havP lost control of that rnoncv. There is 
r.nother amount which I might .. mention, as 
it i" an important matter for this State. 
The State Savings Bank was the holder of 
£7,800,000 in debentures. The interest on 
those debentures amounted to £300,000 per 
a.nnum, and it has been pa.id over to the 
Commonwealth Government, fm· tho simple 
reason that the deber.tures were transferred 
and that interest goes with thorn. That 
monev used to be used for workers' dwell
ings,., and also by the) State Advances Cor
poration, and it is now lost to the State. 
The 'Trust Funds also show the losses in 
connection with a number of State under
takings. These losses include-Closer Settle
ment Board. £1,000,000; Harbour Dues 
Fund. £725,000; S'tock Diseases, £50,000; 
and Sbte Enterprises, £589,000. The State 
Produce Agencv borrowed £1,642, and last 
vear showed a" loss of £27.000. The Fish 
Suppl:.- Account borrowed £42,000, and last 
vcar showed a loss of £25,000. That means 
loan money going up into the air. In addi
tion, the Government are paying their 
ordinan- commitments out of loan money. 
\Vhen the Government anticipate a deficit 
of £576.000, they issup debentures for that 
amount. That amount of money is added 
to the public debt, and we are everlastingly 
pfl ying interest on it. If you cannot balance 
yo~u· revenue ac~ounts by £576,000, _and :you 
hrn-e, therefore, Lo raise debentures nt .:: _h~g,h 
rate of interest, you arc merely utrhsmg 
]oa n n1orwy to n1cet your ordn1ary RevcntH-~ 
and Trust Fund commitments. For that 
re,lson I "'n·ould like to sec an amendment 
mhde in this Bill that the amount appro
priat~d shall not be more than the amount 
which is received, and not £500,000 more. 
I hope that next year the> Governme':t will 
not bring down Supplementar:· Est1mat~s 
covering- £504,000, as they hrrve done th1s 
year, but that every effort will be made to 
i<eep within the apprcpriation made and 
to ma.ke the loan mol!ev which is to be 
expended pay interest, that we shall have· 
a balancP of revenue to hand to the trustees 
of the Public Debt Reduction Fund, and 
that no extra taxation will bo introduced 
to balance accounts. 

1\h. TAYLOR (Windsor): \Ye are ask0d 
to-night to mak.l appropriations totalling 
£21.500.000, and anrone hrn·ing n kno\C·ledge 
of the financial administration of the Govern
ment during the past seven years a~d fo~..1r. or 
five months and tho extra taxcttJOn wh1ch 
hrts been imposPd on the people of thr> State 
natnralh- asks himself whv. The Treasumr, 
in his "Financial Statem"Pnt a short tim0 
ago. forecast a deficit of £576,840, an~ gave 
the House to undcr,,tand that the Estimate'· 
in ecc>ry department had been cut to the 
Lone, and that, so far as he "·as able to 
judg-e, it was impossible to reduce then< any 
furth0r. Having in Yiew the fact that thi. 
vcar 1vc haye been asked to vote a su1n of 
£135.000 ftom consolidated rev<'nue on the 
Supplementary Estimate-, and a'suming that 
the eorrc,ponding amount we shall be a·,kecl 
to vote next year is anything likR that. the 
def1cit will be £711,000 instead of £576.000_ 
So far as ono can judge, there se~ms to bo 
PY~ry prospect of that amount being realised. 
It is most unfortunate that at a time when 
our revenues arc so buoyant Qnecns]a!ld 
will be faced at the close of the financial 
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vear with the biggest deficit in her history. 
Yet we are told that the Go>ernm~nt and 
the Treasurer are heaYen-born hnanc1al 
geniuses, and haye a thorough control. of the 
financial situation. Do the figures m any 
way prove to ne that the Government are 
making g·ood financially 1 \Vo know per
fect]-: well that the punch is being taken out 

mont along existing lines of rail way ? They 
havo not done a single thing in that direction 
to turn into a paying concern what should 
be our g-reatest asset. \Ve talk about our 
railways being an asset. I am prepared to 
admit that they arc. 

of tl~e people of Que_ensl and by the stagger
irw burden of taxatwn which exists at the 
pr~·sent time. \Vo are >Cry proud in this 
Chamber and outside whenever the occasiOn 
a ri,,es of telling people of Au· tralia that we 
ha\'O the finest State in the Comnionwealth. 

:Mr. CoLLINS: It is the finest State in the 
Common'' oalth. 

}h. T .\YLOR: I believe that we have the 
finest State; but I think it is a disgrace that 
i;; is the most heavily taxed. Ha,-ing the _best 
Shtte, ,, e :~hould ha vo boon able so to direct 
our activities during the last •,eyen and a-h':lf 

ears that '"'' should not bp in the financial 
position that \VC are in. 

Mr. CoLLINS: \Ye had better tax the 
wealth,- a little more. 

Mr. TA YLOR : The wealthy have been 
taxed sufficiently, and the working people are 
suffering on that acconnt. These reputedly 
wealthy people are simply pouring money 
into the coffers of the State, to be wasted 
by the pre,ont Administrati<;m. Is there any 
justification for the '' astetul extravagance 
that ha .. been as· ociated with State onter
prjses? \Yas it 11ot pointccl ont to the mern
l>crs of thA Government what v;as likely to 
result when they were taking on those 
particular "":'turcs? IY ere . they not told 
time and agam ,,-hat wa, gomg to happen? 
Have those things not !happened? The 
losse, in that particular direction need not 
hanJ been im urred if thP money had been 
put in reproductive, developmerJtal works. 
Go throngh the Estimates, and what do you 
find in connection \vith the railwa' s? There 
is to be another lo-;s of £1,400,000 for the 
,-ear cndint; 30th June, 1923, which will bring 
the total loss during the period the Goyu·n
ment have been in office up to nearly 
£10 000.000. Yet hon. n,ombors oppo,;ite 
say,'"' I-Iear, hear!" They call that develop
ing Queensland, when they have taken out ,,f 
the toxpayer.; of this State, to make up tl)o 
lo-c.cs on the railways, about £10,000,000 dur
in,rr the time they have been in offic0. 

Mr. COLLINS: To acei't the primary pro
ducer. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a shame and a dis
grne:c to any Govc:rnn1cnt to haYe t.o ackno\v
lcdge such doplora.ble financial inofliciency. 

Mr. COLLINS : Tho cheapest freight rate" in 
the Commonwealth. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: And the biggest loSEes in 
the Commonwealth. Put one against the 
other. I am not prepared to accept the hon. 
member's statement that wc· have the cheapest 
frcio-ht rates in the Commonwealth. I doubt 
it v~n- much. I do not believe in the s:: ·ltem 
that ;ve have been adopting of building
rail\'i·a"VS at such an enormous drain upon t.hc 
taxpa.J;ers. I-Iow i~ it that one section of .our 
railways-that from North g-at· to Gympic
\Vas paying at the time the last report of the 
C'onunissiouer was issued'? It pays exactly 
the same rate of \vages, has to bE'ar cxactl~· 
the sarne interest and <?thC'r eh a rgc":,. as any 
oth·:r section of the ra1lwayc. Yet It pays. 
c:os{1r sctth-'mcnt along that line is the n~v.son 
it pays. \Vhat arc t~e Government domp:, 
what ha,-c they done smce they have been m 
office, to endeavour to promote closer settle-

:Ylr. CoLLIKS : They are very useful. 

MI·. TAYLOR: Especially when you get a 
free ride on them. We do not want our 
railway< to be under political control; we 
want the men who are directing thPm to haYe 
a free hand. I believe that, if thcv were 
perfectly free from political control, "'e" should 
not have to face the enormous loss that we 
have at the present time. If we had to 
bt<ild them at the present time they would 
probably cost 50 per cent. more than they 
did. Surely that is a g-reater reason why 
thc·y should be paying at the fll'<J•,cnt time. 
The Tn·asuror and Mr. Fihelly at one 
time issued a celebrated pamphlet stating 
that fmance wa ·., shrouded in mystery, and 
that it required a man with special ability 
and knowledge to penetrate the maze. 'They 
caid that the or-dinary individual could not 
penetrate the maze. Have thoy succeeded in 
the financial administration of the State 9 

Mr. RroRDAN : Y os. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman is very 
cttsily ploas~d. I do not care what Govern
ment ar in power, I ha>o sufficient faith in 
Queensland to know that it must go ahead. 
At the present time the State is suffering 
from financial maladrninistration, and, 
although we are having some difficulty in 
carrying on successfully, I am prepared to 
say that this State must progress. 1-V e as 
Qu.enslanders and Australians have every 
rflason to be proud of our State. It is a 
great pity that, notwithstanding our huge 
area of undevelDped lands, we have to dis
tribute so much of the earnings of our people 
in the way of charitable doles to the unem
ployed. I can understand unemployment 
existing in the large cities in Great Britain 
and Europe, where tho people are solely 
dependent npon the manufacturing industries 
for their living, and where a slump or 
depression in trade may cause a great amount 
of unemployment, but I cannot understand 
it existing in our country, ·whcr _, 've have 
huge undeveloped tracts of land waiting for 
the application of capital and men to .develop 
it. I recognise that in the ordinary course of 
event;:; taxation must be increased in Queens
land. W'"' cannot progre::;s unless we have 
suft1cicnt money to carry on the- development 
of the State, and therefore an increase in 
taxation in a country like this is an absolute 
nccesoity. All the squandering of money 
raised by way of taxation on doubtful Stat<• 
enterprise,. such as mining and other Goyern· 
ment activities ought to be cut out. The 

· soonor the Government realise on 
[11 p.m.] the State stations and quite a 

number of other activities and 
cut the loss that they' will make. the better 
it will be for the State and for the finances 
of Queensland. 

Mr. EDW_\RDS (-Yanrmoo): I beg to 
mon• the adjournment of the debat . 

Question put and negatived. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\'ES (Warll'irk): It is 
extremely unfortunate for tho count-ry that 
th0re is again evidence that the Go,-crnment 
ha,- • not hesitated to launch the State into 
Yt•nturcs and expPnditure ·which arf~ going to 
add to the burdens of the people. One is 
almost astounded when he goes through thB 

1!1r. G. P. Barnrs.] 
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figures to find what some of the items amount 
to. If wo take the State enterprises, we find 
the e1wrmous sum of £773,950 is again put 
down for this purpose. Sure[,- with the 
experience of the past there w';.s sufficient 
evidence to warrant some brake being put 
on expenditure of this kind? Are we to con. 
tinue from year's end to year's end along 
the road to ruin and show no disposition 
whatever to rDduce expenditure? If the 
Government continue their present policy, 
they will discount the country's position with 
the capitalists abroad whom our friends oppo
site despise, but to whom they go cap in 
h-and in order that the necessary money 
might be forthcoming. I refer in these 
remarks to the millions of money that will 
have to be provided in the near future. Arc 
we likely to obtain an easy renewal of these 
loans if we show no inclination to curb our 
<>xpcnditure? 

The very best evidence we can give to the 
people abrc,ad that wo are worthc· of being 
tru,tcd, and that the loans shoukl be renewed, 
j •. that we are wisely controlling the affairs 
of the State; but, if we go on in the prodigal 
way "\V" have been doing for year~, and sho,v 
uo iln ancial N'forn1, and giYc no evidence of 
our abilit'· to conduct our affairs. how can \VC 

hope to "succeed wh0n the crucial moment 
cowes to renew our loans? \V c kno\V that 
t!1o Premier "\YCnt to England somp years ago 
to rai.'e £9,000,000, but met ''"ith a rebuff. 

Mr. \:V. CoOPER: On account of the -delega
tion which you sent over. 

Mr. G. P. DAR::\'ES: The delegation had 
notbng to do with it. Long before the Pre· 
1nicr \:vent hornet hj(-', predoccs'0 or in office had 
:~n _ t with a rebuff. It is a scandalous thing 
to f"md that no chock is being put on expen
diture in connection with Stato enterprises 
and otbcr matters. \Vo havP presented to u~ 
i:1 this callous manner a proposc:l expendi
ture of £773.000. Them t h<'re is the m a ttPr 
of outdoor relief. Why should the GoYern
nu:nt.. instead of directly giving nlonP:,- in 
1elid, not have tried to find work for th(, 
unemployed, which would haYo !wiped the 
uncrr1plo!·od to mnko 1nen of then1~clYe:-1 and 
1ended to the development of tho Srato? 

I would like to refer to the proposed 
t'xpenditure of £40.000 in connection with the 
erect-ion of grain sheds on the railways. ?fo 
doubt I will br accused of opposition to that 
expenditure, which may be very ·worthy, but 
I do not think it is in the wisest direction. 
It is well known that you ea nnot hope to 
store grain. such as "\\'heat. oats, barlev, and 
other cerr als, 1n iron shPds for a prolonged 
period. 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRH'ULT1iHE: You are 
'Ug-gesting that the \Vheat Pool Board do 
not know their job. 

l\Ir. G. P. DAR='JES: That is soH-evident 
by the way they are doing their job. There 
arc men who more than two and a-half vears 
ago plantc·d wheat and delivered it t,:; th0 
Loard. und they have not boon paid for it 
to-dav. How would anv man like to feel that 
his ,\-age' had been deferred for two and 
a-half vr ars? The hon. member for Too
woomb;1 migbt have been 11aid for the whrat 
he produced on his farm. but no other man 
on the land has been paid for tlw wheat pro
duced in the vcar 1920-21. The \Vheat Board 
did not kno\Y 'their business, and it v, ae owing 
to their maladmini~tration that that wheat 
was not paid for. My own company gristcd 
14.000 bags of wheat at 5s. 6d. per bushel. 

[lllr. G. P. Barms. 

and it should never have been allowDd to get 
into the condition that made it necessary to 
sell it for 5s. 6d. The wheat was railed to 
Brisbane, then railed to Warwick, and made 
into flour, and the produce sent to Sydney, so 
that there was a loss to tho farmers on that 
item alone. It is easy to see vchere the bad 
adn1inistration can1e in as regards wheat. In 
Queonshmd we require 4,000,000 bushels of 
whc_at to n1eet our requirements, yet th<~ ron
.-1uct of the \Yhc<tt Board is eo extraordinarv 
that they arc sending ":heat ay·ay fr01It 
Queensland at a lower pnce than the local 
millers arc prepared to pay for it. to say 
nothing of utilising the local wheat and keep
ing men employed. There has been abun
dant evidence that the ·wheat Board lws 
"1cen a failure. Ministers accept the state
ment that good service has r>C<'n douc for the 
farmer. I was talking of the Nection of iroll 
sheds which arc not necossar~·. PCJplP ,.-ho 
understand th0 trouble caused bv the weevil 
''"ould not think of storing th~ir wheat in 
that ,_·av. The miller or the grain merchant 
n1ight sforc their vvheat, but it- is not po~'-lLlt• 
to store tremendous quantities of wheat in 
that way without incurring tremendous Ios'. 

I am 'now speaking- in th0 interests of the 
InPn ·whoP.(' \\ h(•at ,vill bo rcceiYcd into these' 
sh0df'. Tf it is a pcnnanent :-.erYico we are 
,doing for ihe eountr~r, then I sa:v v.-e shoul-d 
have orect<'d silos, and. indeed, it •vould b<' 
wise to C'onsicler doing that. 

What about this item of £323.340 in con
nection with the C'hillagoe mines 9 The 
thing ls an outrage. To think that we are 
ag-ain consldt~ring inYolvjng ours0lvcs in thP 
cxp0nditnro of huge sums of n1onoy in con
TH'dion with doubtful ventures of this kind! 
The Minister the other day failed entirely 
to give any information as to what had 
been expended, and we arc no·,y n1erely a.skod 
to vote anothPr huge sum of 1110llCY for thPin. 
~o sane nutn 'yould do this in l1is own affairs. 
Incl('{~d, ,·rould nny sane nu1n in this I--Ions(~ 
undertakl' auv ono of these- venturos? Then, 
why shon1d '-vve. as tho n~·anagers of thi~ 
country, involve our~clves in an expenditure 
''hi eh will ne<or be returned? \Y c are 
simplY following- the way of the prodigal, 
and, unless ,_-e reverse the order of things. 
we must come to grief. I think it is a very 
cad da,- when the GoYernment come dmvn 
with a;1 A11propriation Dill of this magni
tude. eFpecially when it follows the failure 
of their administration in manv directions. 
It shows callousness and indiff~ronce. The 
onlv ide't that the Government seem to have 
is the expenditure of money right and left 
in the hope that. by this extravagance. their 
term of sen-ice may be prolonged. 

Question-That the Bill bo now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

Co>niiTTEE. 
(jfr. F. ,l. Cooz>cr. Rrem"r, in the chai1·.) 
Clauses 1 to 8, both inclusive. the schedule. 

and the preamble. put and pac."'ed. 
The House resumed. 
The TF.}lPORARY CHAIR:H.IN reported the 

Dill without an;endment. 

THIRD TIEADIXG. 
The TREASURER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 

Chilla(!oc): I beg to move-
" That the Dill be now read a third 

time." 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 11.20 p.m. 




