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FIUDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, l!l22. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Bertram, "l1aree) 
took the chair at 11 a.m. 

SUPPLY. 
REsu3IPTJO:;; oF CoMMITTEE-FouRTEENTH 

ALLOTTED DAY. 

(J1r. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

DEPARTOIENT OF PUBLIC \VoRKS. 
LABOUR, FACTORIES, AND "\VORKERS' 

ACCO:\IMODATIOK .· 

Qtt8stion stated-
" That £28,362 h granted for ' Labour, 

Factories, and \Vorkors' Accommoda­
tion.' " 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): Mr. Kirwan-­
l'llr. l\1oRGAN: Is this another stonewall? 
Mr. GLEDSON: Yes. You will get all the 

stonewall you want before wo hav.~ finished 
with you. Dealing with this vote last night 
I had occasion to say something. ·what I 
want to do to-day is to contradict statements 
that have been reported in the Press as hav­
iug boon made. I did not hear them made 
last night. I want to refer to the unfair 
criticism of my speech made by the Press. 
I am going to read what the "Daily Mail" 
,·ac s about my speech. 

i'llr. C'VloRGAN: Does it say you " also 
·.poke"? (L~ughter.} 

Mr. GLEDSON: Yes, it does. They are 
not even fair in that. They put in a criticism 
of me· speech, but do not put in anything 
that I said. 'I'his is what the " Dail:· J\Iail" 
fttys-

" Ho was followed bv ]\fr. Gledson 
(Lab<mr, Ipswich), who~ Mr. \Va1:ren 
(Country party, Murrumba) charactensed 
as an advocate of class hatred, and a 
' downright slanderer of returned sol­
diers.''' 

JJi r. Gleclson.] 
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That is the " Daily l\1ail " report of mv 
spcceb-~a cowardly attack, not oven putting 
iu whnt I said, but putting in the criticlsn1 
pf tlw hem. member for l\1urrumba of what 
I said. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is what you would 
expect from the "Daily l'v1ail." 

M.r. GLEDSON: Thie is what the 
H Courier , says-

" l\Ir. Glodson said that ho. "·antod to 
protr t agaimt the efforts being made in 
ccrtajn quarters to set ur.ionists and 
returned soldiers against ono another, 
citing rl•rcnt disputes in the building 
trade. He accused omplo:·orc of en­
deavouring to use returned men to smash 
uuionis!n.'· 

They gave a report of portion of what I 
said. Then they followed it up with this-

" Mr. \Yarren prot£)StPd again::<t what 
he tormod the slurs cast on returned 
soldiers by the mecnbor for lpcwich. He 
ch,rllengod Mr. Gledson to repeat his 
stat~rne!;ts to a body of 1:oturned soldi-rrs 
outside. 

I accept that challenge. I place upon the 
table of the I-Ioueo tlw proof of my speech 
made last night, uneorr3ctcd by me. I will 
provide tho hon. member for :,lurrurnba, 
or any other hon. member of the Opposition, 
with reprints of i hat speech to send to every 
Rehuned SoldiBr&' Af·sociation in Qu~cnsland, 
if ho wi11 do so. 

GOVERX:\IE:\T :viK~fBERS: I-Ic·n·, hear! 
Mr. GLEDSOX: I cannot do anything 

fairer than that. That will show \vhethcr 
there is anything in the spnech aljainst 
retun1ed soldiers, or whether I cast any 
slurs on them-as the hen. member for l\Iur­
rumba i reported by the Press to have said 
I did. I do not know whether the hon. mem­
ber said that or not. It is no gooLl for 
members of thE, Opposition on this or any 
other vote to tr·.· to introduce misr<Opresc•nta­
tion. If I \ver'e to say that the man who 
made that statem0nt was a liar You \\ould 
pull n1e up. :r:Ir. I(irv- an, and f 1y I v,as 
using unparlinn1entary language. I an1 not 
going to say it. But I do sa_v that the statc;­
mont is a tissnc of falsehoods, and IS not a 
correct intcrprobtion of my speech or , of 
anv ~ction of 1ninc at anv tirnc in connection 
\vith returned· soldiers. "r am not I",oing to 
say any more just now; I ~ay have an 
opportunity, on some of the. othPr votc3, of 
dc-alinv, with somo of the tactws.of the Oppo­
sition in conn<Oction with the umomsts of our 
State. 

Question put and passed. 

THE G">S ACT OF 1916. 
HoN. \V. FORGA~ SMITH (Jiackay): 

I beg to move-
" That there be granted £1,778 for 

the Gas Act of 1916." 
The amount cxpendecl. last year was £1,563. 
ThNe is a decrease m the vote this year of 
£37. 

Question put and prssed. 

DEPARTMENT OF J L:STICE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
M.ullan, Flindc,-s): I bog to move-

" That there be granted £17,885 for 
' Chief Office.' " 

[Mr. Gledson. 

Tlfr. MOORJ:i:; (""1ubi[tn.lf): In connection 
with this office I wanr to enter a protest on 
behalf of the t"·o unFortunate officers who 
hnd to go ont "\vith tv10 detectives. l do not 
think it i~ a fair thing i-hat publiC' ~erYants 
should be put in a position like that. The 
men wore taken from the Department of 
JnstiC>• and \YC'ro forced to act in a position 
that thov should not hav0 hocn a--ked to act 
in. T do not think it is fejr that the 
department should subject its officers to an 
unfortunate position like that. 

rrho ATTOR~EY-GEXLH\L: DoeR the hon. 
gn1tlcma.n object to wrong·docrs being 
brought to _iustico? 

H0n. \V. li'ouGAX Smnr: The hon. gentle­
man objects to the '-:istonc~ of a Police 
Force or detectives. 

l\1r. 1100RE: I do not. I object to public 
servants \1'bo arc not onga.g0d for this work 
being forced to ywrticipate in something 
that very likely fhcy strong·ly object to 
because they might lose their joLs if they 
d.J not do whut they ar0 told. 

The CHAIR:H ~.N: Order ! I hope the 
hon. member for Aubigny and other hon. 
members will realise the position I am in. 
This case is sub judice. I do not want to 
prevent the hem. mPmbcr protesting, but it 
i::.; di~,t.inctlv un\visc to discns3 the rnerits or 
demerits of the case. The hon. member will 
realise that, if he i" a1lovvnd to do that, a 
general discu.-oion might take pbc''· and I. 
a' Chairman. ''-ill have to prevent it. I 
think the hon. member under all the circum-
6tances, s,hould rcfrRin fron1 discussing the 
merits or demerits of the case. 

Mr. :'-IOORE: I have not the slightest 
intention of touching upon thco ea•"' at all, 
m· of dealing with its mer its or demerits. 
I only intend to touch npon the unfortu­
nate po~ition of public s-Tvants who have 
been forced to do work that they are 
rcctllv not entitled to do. W f' know perfectly 
well 'that it was unfair to take them from 
their ordinary position> and ac;k t.L-cm to 
nndntako a task whicl' they had no right to 
rw asked to undertake. If I wore a public 
eon-ant, I ,.,·ould have strongly objected. 
1 1here an~ detectives, and I suppose reporters, 
who could have been procured for that class 
of work. 

:Mr. PEASE: It is the duty of the Depart­
ment of ,Justice to unearth criminals. 

Mr. :MOORE: I fo0l quite justified in 
making a protest on behalf of those two 
men. 

J:\fr. PEASE: Have they asked you to make 
a protest? 

Mr. MOORE: No. I do not know eitner 
of t.hem. The.· have not the orportunity of 
coming into this Chamlwr and making a 
protest on their own behalf. I judge that 
their feelings would be probably much the 
same as min0. If I was asked to do that 
v:ork, I would strongly object to being used 
in that capacit:-. I do not think it is a fair 
thing that pnblic servants should be asked 
to do that sort of thing. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiuri!l,,): I would like to 
ask the Minister -,,·k: the Government arc 
not going on with the Bill that was promised 
to control racing in Queensland. I think 
the Minietor and all hon members will admit 
that the time is rotten ripe for a Bill to be 
introduced for the purpose of controlling 
racing in Queem.land. Anyone who has any 
knowledge of racing a' it exists in Queens­
land to-day, must admit that the time has 
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ta-rrived when the evil influences that are 
attac.hed to racing should be controlled, and, 
ii possible, abolished. I am not one of those 
who arc in favour of abolishing horseracing 
1ltogether. It is a very largo industrc·· 

Mr. CoLLINS: \Nhat? A larg-e industry? 

lVIr. M ORGAN: A very largo industry; 
it means the consumption of a great amount 
o£ produce, and the growing of that produce 
gives employment to thow-ands of \Yorkmen: 
and a large amount of employment is created 
in connection vvith other things l1l'<~<·~,sary in 
the conduct of horseracing. 1 certainly think 
the l\li10istcr should bring- in a Bill for the 
purpooe of controlling horseracing. 

;\ir. PEASE: I never tried to rob the public 
by painting a racehorse. 

~.IL 310HGAK: The horL member evi­
dently knows eomcthing a,bont it. I believe 
he cha1~ed E'":orbitant nricc for groccrie~ 
to n1c~1 engaged in 1·~jlwa:v construction 
\York. By that means he made thousands of 
pounds, and now he has brcome a profes· 
sional pclitician. Ho is following the pro­
fc,,ion of a gcntlcmart with no occupation. 

Mr, PEASE: I .-,-ould sooner bo a profes­
sional politician than paint " raer;horso to 
Tob t,hc public. 

~,Jr. =,tORGA::'\: I never robb0d the rail­
"\Yay OD1plo~· ~85. 

:rvir. PE.ASE: I '\Yas ne\'ee T,~ ttrnt_•d off a 
ract·~ourse. 

1\Ir. 1IORG_L'\)J: The hon. 1nember is no\v 
living the life of a gentleman on the money 
h" got from the emplu}cu on railwa:'- con­
,truutwn 'wrks. He ought tu bo totally 
nshamerl of himself. A m'an who would rob 
ra!h: .1y employees, who only get n few 
dnlhngs a da,y, wm,ld r }b anvbodv and 
no"- he is liYing the lift• of a gentlom'a'n and 
docc; no ~<vork for hi . .; living other than that 
·of a 1110n1ber of Parliarncnt. I an1 one of 
those who think the l\linister has been 
wrongly arh-ised. It haB been stated that 
sufficient influence has been brought to bear 
on the Government to p,·m·ent tlio 2\Iiniste1 
introducing this Bill. -

Mr. I-iARTLEY: \Yhat influence do vou refer 
to? ' 

Mr. MORGAN: I ref-r to the influence 
exercised by a ma-n known as John Wren. 

Mr: PEASE: Do you know anything a bout 
the mfluenco brought to boar by Hugh 
Mcintosh to got Parkhill to resign in favour 
of Mr. Hughcs? 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not kno'v .John 
vVren, but I know that ho is the man who 
was connected with tho totalisator scandal" 
for many years in the Commonwealth. It is 
a well-known fact that, "hen opposition iil 
brought to bear on, anv movement with 
which he :s connected, he' adopts the Ameri­
can method of not fighting- the opposition 
but of buying it. That is a well-known 
method. • It is rnrnmued throughout 
Queensland, more especially in Brisbane, 
that M:r. Wren has boon succes -ful in buying 
thP Government. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order ! Order! The 
hon. member is not in order in saying that 
the Government have been bought and I 
ask him to withdraw. ' 

lVIr. MORGAN : T did not say they have 
been bought. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! I 
distinctly heard the hon. member say that 

1922-4 0 

a certain person named John Wren was 
buying the Government, and I hope the hon. 
member will withdraw. 

}fr. MORGAl'-<: I said it was rumoured. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
gentleman is not going: to shuffle in that 
way. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not want to shuffle. 

The CHAIRMA'N: Order! Order! I 
ask the hon, gentleman to 'cithdraw the 
statement. 

Mr. lVIORGAN: 1 state now that I oaid 1t 
was rumoured, and I h-axo it to the Press 
reporter-- and to tho " HaJ>,ard" staff. 

The CHAIRMA=" : Order ! Order ! 
:1Ir. lVIORGAN,: I lcaYP it to the repmters 

t >Bay--

The CIL\IRMAK: Order! Order, 

J\1r, J\lORGAN: I sl1id it was rumoured, 
and. if I a-m out of order--

'The CHAIRMA~ : Order ! I ask the 
hon. gentleman to \Yithdra',i the statement. 
I would uot ack him to do so if the term 
w.:1s not unparliarncntary. 

Mr. MOHGAN: If it is unparliamentary 
to say '• it v, as runlourcrl in Brisbane," I 
withdraw it. Those were rny ,,-ords. I 
said it \Vas run1ourod 

IvJr, GLEDSO~: You did not say anything 
of the sort. 

:r:vir, MORGAI\': I did. I am prepared 
to take thr; shorthanct writcro' report. I 
said it "as rumoured about Brisbane that 
tlw Government had been bought. 

l'llr. GLEDSO~: You said that John vVren 
had ado!Jted the American nwthod of buying 
optlonents. 

Mr. J'.lOEGAX: Exactly: and I said it 
\YfiS rtunoured around Bri~bauo that the 
Covernment had been bought. 

'I'he CHAIRMA::'\: Order ! 

;,;r. ~10RGAX: I still say that Mr. Wren 
adopts the ... '-\rnPrican rnethoJ of buying 
opposition, and it is rurnourocl around Bris­
bane that the GoYernn1cnt had been bought 
bv J\h. \Yren not to introduce the Bill, 
"-'hi eh. >Ye were told by the Press, had been 
prep and and \Yas ready for circulation. The 
}lini8tf~r in charge of this dcp~.rtrncnt, in 
interviews with the l'resc. distinctly stated 
time after time that the time was ripe for 
legislation to be brought in to control pro­
prictar.~ racing in and around Brisbane. lie 
also said, b._- inference. if the Press is to be 
taken as col'rect, tloat the Bill had been pro­
pared, and that all that \Yas necessary vvas 
t•J introduce it. In connection with the 
Governor's Speech, it was most notice:tble 
that there was no rC'fercnro to the introduc­
tion of a Bill to control proprietary racing. 

Hon. vV. FORGA~ s:,nTH: Your Government 
JW<'pared a lot of Bills that never e:1w the 
light of day. 

Mr. MORGA::'\: IndPpendent of any parti­
cular raccconr ,,a proprietor, tho timo is ripe 
for doing away with proprietary racing 
altogether in Queensland, It is the policy of 
the Labour party to do a\Yay with proprie­
tary or individual concerns, no matter 
\Yhother in connection with business or any 
other matter. 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: What did thev do 
with proprietary racing in Victoria, whore 
;you came from? 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. MORGAN: The fact that I came from 
Victcria has nothing to do with what hap­
pens there. I was not a legislator in Victona 
and I was just as much against proprietary 
racing in Victoria I urn again .t it ln 
Queensland; but there v.·as no reason ,-,hy 
thcr-· should not be proprietary racing under a 
Liberal Gov rnme~1t Oec3 u ~ it -\ tiS not eon­
l.l·ary to th ·ir platform, but the lntionali'a­
tir 1 of indu,.tries i·; a plank o[ thl' Labour 
platform.. It is well known tbat frcrn £50.000 
t) £60.\ JO a year goc:;; t:v, a.-· ~outh from 
(illf'l'U-.llllld 0\\'~Jl~_.; to the f~tCt that racing is 
conducted hel'C by strong rroprictal~y racing 
eornpanic.s. It j .. no u1::,e d(·_-,sing that; the 
Prernicr kno\YS 1t. It i ~ ,,·ell Y\'Ol'th while 
for ~1r. \Vrcn and those connected with him 
10 bn a Covcrnnlf'nL :if • Uovernrnent; i..; 
nn foi· A man like l'Vlr. ·wren ,,-oc;ld 
n~;; ht for a rnomcni to 1nl\- either a 
::',.'_inistcr or an individual n1e1nber Or GoYr:rn-
rncnt :--uppOners in order a Bill 
from bt~Hl?r introduced. no dou1t 
son1ct?hing has h • ppencL~. Everybody in i:he 
sll·<'ct kno\\, tlnt eo net hi rH; hac; buppcnccl, 
and all the knowing men arc noclding their 
heads and winking, knmYing full well that 
J\IIr. Wren succ~cdcd in getting cxcmr-
tion from pari icular Rill, owing to t.he 
f -cl- that novernrncnt ha V(', in some way, 
been approached :1nd haY llGt thought it 
v::orth \vbilc to plac(_~ tho n:., t\S1E.'::' on the 
st ·tute-book. :\o doubt there are members 
on that side of the House--

Mr. COLLil\S (JJowen): I rise to a poit't 
of order. Is rho hon. m em b0r fur :'vlurilb 
in order in sayjng- that the Govcrnrnont have 
becJt a]Jproachcd b'' ,John \Yrcn succeo .fully 
t~J k1•cp a certain Bill fron1 b~ing introducul 
in t-his Chamber? 

Jlr. 1\·IORGAN: You are putting words into 
m:' mouth. 

Mr. COLLINS :- I cannot sit hero and 
"!low those insults to be hurled across the 
Charnbcr. I know nothing· about it, and I 
arn slttir:g behind fno Goycrnment. 

The CH.\IRl\IAX: I did not hear the hon. 
n1e1nbrr for lVIurilln Sr'".' tbai and I have 
been folio ing him prclt:· clo _ly. If the 
hon. nwm b .. cr mark l lw '(-a l- 1 .. cnt. he hill 
certainly ha,·e to withdraw it. · 

:>Jr. MOH.GA~: I do nor think I 'aid that. 
I anr atisfied you arc fol1u- ·ing nu very 
c·lo ·•.ly, i.ir. Kinvan. 

Mr. COLLI:\S · I am <;oin5 to insist Gn 
rny p~Jillt of order. Ot11er hon. rn0rnbcrs on 
thicr fide of the Chr1mber heard the words 
mcntioJLd by mC'. 

:'.Tr. F. A. C00PER (Br.mcr): l\Iv recol­
lection of fhc ton. r:ncntbcr for IVIuri1hl's 
remark:3 is that he said that the knowiwr 
ones in ihr~ street ,,.£'re nodding and winking, 
and f"!1at jt Y. as \Yell known that J\Ir. \V re n 
bad <tpproached th Govcrmnent., ard that. 
a;:; a r£su1t. a certain rYJcasnre, which was 
promieecl. had been withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have already point cl 
out to the hon. member for Mm·illa that ho 
is not in order in sugp.;csting or chargj ng 
tbo GoYernment with having been approached 
or with being guilty of corrupt practicE's. 
That is di tinctly unparli amen tar· , and is 
out of order. I ask the hon. gentleman to 
withdraw that statement. 

Mr. MORGAN: If the hon. gentleman is 
right in saying that I made that statement, 
I will withdraw it. I am sure the1·e are 
members on the other side who would like 

[_Mr. Mo-ryan, 

to see racing in Queensland improved. I am 
sure they would like to see the sport mucn 
clt·aner than it is at present. I know there 
arc hon. members opposite who would like 
to 'eo the protits go to some other purpose 
i11,tcad of going· into the pockets of private 
individu.ds. The profih should be distributed 
for the purpo. ~ of provi-ding better facilities 
on the groun-ds. Better facilities cr1n be 
provided for the horses, and tho gTound;:; can 
be irnprO\·cd and made to look more like a 
padc That would be much better than the 
present system. I am sure that there are 
ncrnbers opposite who agree that th,~ 6mo 

is ~~ipc for a Bill to be introduced to control 
racing. In Victoria the'. have legislation 
contro~ling racing. I-Icre \Ye 1ruYo a syst01n 
of controi under the QuecnsLtnd Turf Club. 
I arn not altogctller cnun1ourC'd of the 
manascrncnt of tho Que( lSlaL.l rrurf Club. 
bcc-'usc the Queensland Turf Club hns done 
nothing fo1· the cncouragcrncnt (~f racint?;; 
in fact. I do not think the Queensland Turf 
Club hu3 done any moro to encourage thc­
b:·ceding of thoroughbred -,han, perhap , J\Ir. 
\V ren has done. 

lHr. HARTLEY: There arc just as many jokes 
put up on tho public at Ascot as on any 
other course in Queensland or on John 
\Vren's couc·ses. 

1\lr. l;IORGAN : I do not say that the 
ra( lng at Albion Park is not as cl, .ill as 
the racin ,r at Ascot, where it is conducted 
bY the Q\_w,cn .! and Turf Club. I am not 
ttlto~·cthcr in favour c£ the way racin_g is 
being conducted by the Queensland Turf 
Uub. I thin!< that all ra."ing :should be 
controlled in Queensland. The t·imo is ripe 
when we should pass an Act of Parliament 
to do away \vith ,"o 1nany short rat.VS. It 
would be 1~nch better for Tacing if we had 
lcr-J·.la.,ion to prevent dubs fro1n introducii1g 
so ma-;:1y short ra-ers, bec·tuso the short ract"" 
do not help the breeding of thoroughbreds 
at all. The idea of encouraging racing is to 
gi vc us a chance to breed remounts for .army 
purpoi)c>~, and not to allLnv individuals to 
run it simply from a gambling point of 
yjc-w. If \VE' arc going to encoura.g"' the 
breeding of rerncnnts, then ... ,ve shall have 
to (:o with short races alto-;rethor. 
Raci :g t'arried out in such v, W-'Y in 
Quennslund at the prc <nt time that any­
thing that can gallop at all i; put into a 
race. It 11ot matter if a hol'W is 
crooked in 1, and ha:r other blemishes; 
provjd(~d it can gallop, it i" put into a race. 
So far a.s the breeding· of remounts js con­
C0l'ned, racjng at present 1:3 not beneficial in 
any shap,_; or forrn. It is purely and s~mply 
carried out for tbe purpose of gamblmg. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: \Vas it ever conducted for 
any other purpose? 

:\fr. :'\IORGAN: We houl-d mako pro­
Yision for long-distance rgt;iug on every pro­
gramme. We should do away v·ith all the 
fight weights. \Vc should pass a iaw pro­
hibiting any clnb from having a weight less 
than 7 stone 7 lb. At the pre.,ent time thoro 
a.ro a number of lads encouraged to act as­
jockey . Bccaue·e of the li;:rht weights, these 
la-c1 

_; have to s\voat and reduce their weight. 
That affects their health, and they become 
con,nmptive. It is nothing but the light 
weig·hts put on horses nowa-days that brings 
about that svstem. If am: of these lads 
become experienced j ocke:· s, they have to 
go out of the game owing to the fact that 
the weights put upon the horses are too-
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light. They all have to sweat themselves 
and bring dovyn their weights, and that only 
inj urc ,, their health. Racing at proo,ent Is 
iujuriot:, to the people of Queen lnnd. If 
\ve take an area of 25 nrilc.3 around Brisbane, 
we shall find that they lmYc racing on everj· 
day of the week except Stmday, and some­
times they have two race meetings on ono 
day. Flan. n1en1bcrs opposite n1u·t adrnit 
that what I say is true. I am not against 
Tacing. I believe jn racing if it is properly 
conducted; but wo should endoa,·our to make 
it clean. Yi e shall never clean it unless "e 
step in and tako a hand and control racing 
our:'elve>:. 'rho (Juc( nsland Turf will 
not do anything. As a body, they got 
into a rut, and thev arc nLt prepared to get 
out or that rut. 'lhc 1\Iini-·t· r i:1 charge of 
this department knows a" >Yell as I do that 
he would like to g·et rid of Jlroprictar,y rac­
ing. I am sorry that wo cn•r allowed it to 
corne into Qucen.slaud. It ·was a n1istako fur 
an:, Government to allow it to get a foothold 
here, but, unfortunately, it has got a foot­
hold. I say it is doing an injur~' to the 
people. The £50,000 or more Y;hich is le>t\'­
ing Queensland and going- into the- pccko~ s 
of men v.ho do not live hcrc-absulteo land­
lords, of \Vho1n hon. n1ernbCl'.S opposit~ talk 
so rnuch-shouk1 be spent hel'o in in1proYl11g 
prize Prizes shoq[d bo U\Yarded at tlw 
different agricultural shows £or hcrscs of 
the proper stamp. If the Turf 
Club and the other clubs 
the breeding of horses of 
could offer prizes for stallio:1s to be placed 
in dificrc"lt parts of (,iu<•c>c:· land; but they 
do not encourage the introduction of g~~od 
blood in an: dmpe or form. All that the;- do 
is to conduct racing once a 'Ycck or once a 
n1onth. as the case may be. The CoYCl'll­

nH:>nt have n1iscrably failed i:1 this nlatter. 
I believe that a hug~~ n1ajorit.\,~ of 1ncn1bcrs 
opposite arc in favour of smncthing beillg 
done \Vhy ha somcthinr, intl'ncned '! The 
~'Iinistcr can get up and clear the Dtnws­
pherc. If he can give us an cxplanaiion he 
will be abk to s>eti,f:, the public out•ide. 
Thev arc anxious and curiou.":l to kiro\v -yh.tt 
hv.s -~happened to prevent tbo Government 
fro1n jntrodEcing this lcgi"1ation. They are 
anxiou9 to kno\v if tho UoYorn:ncnt have 
been bought by :Mr. Wren. 

The CHAIE.:YlAN: Order! Order! I have 
allowed the hon. member a fair amount of 
latitude, and I arn certainly uot goi11g to 
permit hirn to abuse his privilcgc8 as a 
member of this House. For the benefit of 
the hon. member I shall read from the 
Standing Orders and " l\Iay" on the sub­
ject. Standmg Order 120 is very defiuitc on 
tbe queslion-

"A member shall not digrecs from the 
subjcct-1natter und0r di:.:cussion, or com­
ment upon expressions used b:: another 
member in a prev-ious ·deb .. te of the oamo 
session; and all imput<ttiuns of impropfT 
motives, and all personal reflection·,, shall 
be deemed highly disorderly." 

GovERNMENT :YlniBERS: Hear. hear! 

The CHAIRMAN: " :May," on page 297, 
says-

" The use of temperato and decorous 
language is never' more desirable than 
when a member is canvassing the 
opinions and conduct of his opponents 
in debate. The imputation of bad 
motives, or' motives different from those 
acknowledged; miRrcprosenting the lan­
guage of another, or accusing him, in his 

turn of misrepresentation; charging him 
with falsehood o" deceit; or couternptu­
ous or inculting language of any kind;­
all these are unparliamcntary, and call 
for prompt interference." 

GovERN1IEN'f :\1E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The CHAIE.MAN : I now call upon the 
hon. member to withdraw his statement and 
apolo.,,ise to the Commitilc. 

GOVERXMEN'r ME1!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MORGAX: I do not sec that I can 
do anything else. If it is your ruling, I 
certainly withdraw. I also '•lish htate-~ 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I called upon 
the hon. member to withdraw and apologise 
to the Committee, and I hope he will obey 
my ruling. 

Mr. :i-IORGAN: Very woll, I will oboy 
your tuling. 

The CIL\IR:\IA:'<: Order! I ask the hon 
member to apologise. 

;Jilr. :i\10RGAN: What am I to do-go 
down on my knees? 

'l'llf' CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is an old member of this House, and 
when ho is called upon by tho Chair to 
anologiso, he knows the moth<}d to adopt 
b~foro he proceeds ,vith his speech. 

211r. :WORGAN: I withdraw and apologise. 
Hon. members opposite have »poken very 
frequently in this Chamber of proprietary 
racing, and also of racing g·enerally as con­
ducted in and around Brisbane, and it has 
not been long aftcr\vards that we have had 
a sil( nee on the part of those individuals. 
Soxnc tin1e ago a motion was carried unaui­
mou-lv in this House, on the moti~n of the 
late 'hen. member for Cornarvon. lVIr. 
Donal.J Gunn, to the effect that tho novern­
mcnt ehould bring in a Bill for tho purpose 
of doing avv·ay "·ith proprietary racing. The 
Prornicr hao; taken no 110tice of that 
rc,,olution. Why? 

A GoVER;o,')!ENT MEMBER: Did you raise 
your voice against it? 

Mr. MORGAN: I have raised my voice 
against it ever since :i have been in this 
House. vVhcn l\ir. Donald Gunn sat on the 
other side of the House and moved that 

ro.;;;olution, 1 '-vas ono of ~hose 
[11.30 a.m.] who fell 111 behind him and 

supnorted him in every ,hape 
and form. I hdd the same vie\YS then as 
I hold now. \Y~ know that at the time 
when Mr. Gunn brought forward that motion 
a cortujn gentleman approaclv;d bin1 outside. 
sounding him as to whetlwr he would be 
prepared to drop it. Mr. Gunn _was the 
wrong ,;art of man to attPmpt to bnbe; you 
could not bribe him, and the attempt was 
ineffective. \Vhy have hon. members oppo­
site changed their tuno? Nobod"· has ever 
approached me, because tl1E'y knovv_ the recep­
tion they .vould get. I am not hke cm·tam 
hon. members who mav be looked upon as 
fit subjects for bribing:; they would not be 
able to approach me. 

Mr. COLI~INS (Bo1cen) : I rise to a point 
of order. The hon. member for Murilla said 
that he is not like hon. members on this side 
-fit subjects for bribes. 

Mr. :MORGAN: I said, "\Yho may be." 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I hope that 
the hon. member for Mm·illa will withdraw 
that statement. I have already read to the 

.:.lfr. J.l.lorgan.] 
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hon. member the Standing Order dealing 
with tho question, and I have quoted to him 
the passage from ":i'.lay." If 1 have to 
take i."LCtion again, it will be drastic action 
that I shall take. The hon. member must 
withdraw the statement that any hon. mem­
ber of this House is open to be bribed. 

Mr. MORGAN: I withdraw. Ono hon. 
11ember has admitted--

The ATTORNEY-GEXEHAL (Hon. J. 
?.Iullan, Flindr .".<): I ask that the l10n. mem­
bc•r for Murilla bc> made to apologise aho. 

The CHAIIUL\~ : Order ! 

:"Jr. MORGXc\: One hon. member ha' 
already admitted that someone a pproaohcod 
him offc1·ing a bribe. I said there 1nay be 
members on that side. 

The CIIAlRMAN: Order! 

l\Ir. MORGA~: If any man approached 
me and offered me a bribe, it would not bP 
a court case; it V\Tould be a question of 
;,·hethor he ''as a better man than I. In 
connee~ion with this particular n1attlr, the 
people outside want to know whv this Bill 
has not been introduced. I hope the ::\Iin­
ister will give a.n explanation and not 
quibble. I hope he will not rmna.in like an 
oyster, but will let the public outside know 
why lJO has not fulfilled the promise which 
was mado to the people that a Bill would 
be introduced £or the purpose o£ cleansing 
racin~ and bringing it under the control it 
should be undN, so that we \\·ould not luwe 
happening to-day that which, unfortunately. 
is happening in Queensland generally. 

~Ir. PoLLOCK: How would you cleanse 
rac.ing? 

l\1r. MORG AN : I ha\ e no time to go 
into the details of the matter. Thm e arc 
many evils which you cannot do away with. 
Any sensible man knows that rarir:g is an 
evil that yon cannot do a\Yav with. Gamb­
ling is another. But you ca;1 control them. 
Peoplo will have racing; people will gamble: 
but when a thing becomes an cYil, it is the 
duty of the Government to bring in legisla­
tion which will minimise the evil and control 
it. Hon. members opposite know that thne 
are oYils existing in connection with racing 
to-day. They shoqld endeavour to cleans:• 
racing of those evils. \Ye should take~ control 
in·.tcad of u.llowing the conditions to remain 
as they are-a disgrace to Quecnslalld. 

Mr. IIARTLEY (Ji"it:rop): It is just as 
well that the hon. member has brought this 
question up. I hope that during the discus­
sion the Standing Orders will he strained 
to their utmost limits to giYe hon. members 
opposite every opportunity to make the most 
definite charge they possible can against this 
GoYernn1ont in any particular in connection 
with this business of whether the Depart­
ment of Justice should control racing­
whether there is any reason which has 
induced the department to refrain from con­
trolling it. I hope that hon. members, if 
they have any real spirit of fair play and 
squareness about them, and if they haYe 
the slig-hte't scintilla of evidence or sugges­
tion of evidence that any influence of a 
monetary nature has ever been exerted with 
this Government, will have the manliness to 
stand up and say so, and move for the 
appointment either of a Select Committee of 
the House or of a Roval Commission to 
inquire into it. I assure 'them that they will 
get my vote, and I am pretty sure that their 

[.Mr . .Morgan. 

action will have the concurrence of the 
House. 

The l'REoiiER : Hear, hear ! 

, Mr. HARTLEY: I hope they will do that 
1f

1 
they. havo any bona fide item that look, 

h,w ov1dencc to support anv of the rotten 
mggections of the Pr1 os out"side. The hon. 
mowbor for T\1unlla on this question takes 
Ul_l th? same attitude as many other opponents 
ot tlns Government that I have heard. All 
he can do is ~o repeat the parrot cry, '· \Vhy 
do r,ot the Government control racmg ?" I 
ha vc never hoard anyone sngge ,,t a tangible 
plan for the control of racing. 

:\[r, :\IonGAX: \Ve are not supposed to work 
out the details; that is the business of the 
GoYcnnn{'nt. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member and 
thos· \Yho think with him are the advocates 
of this reform; the,· say that we are not i~ 
sy1npathy ith it. They clain1 to kno'v where 
the c,-ils exist. If an evil does exist, the hon. 
member knovcs that there is a po,·ible 
romcd::. \Yhy not come forward \Yith some 
srbt:nlP for the control of racing'! I \Yant to 
rcntJl~cl ~he II?lBC that t~e fir~t YDtt-J l gave· 
111 tnts ( han-1bc~r \Va:-:~ against rny pcnfy, \Yhcll 

the~- had u lllajority vf twentv-fnur en the 
qncstion of the control or nb~lition' of pro­
lJI'JC>tar.v racing; I Yotecl on the other ::-idC' 
of the liou"'r. I havt~ no hc,itation in saving 
EO'".'· ·with a rnoro intin1ate ncqua.intanc~~ ~vith 
raclD<>i than I had at that tinw. that I would 
hc,....;itatc to give a vote in the -ume \VD'· again. 
\\~hen you start to t •lk about the co-ntrol of 
racing the fir .t flUestion you have to f<;cf' is, 
How "'0 you going to <.ontrol it? \Yhat. 
\' onld br the authorjtatiY(~ borlY? Are vou 
go~ng to 111 1kc it a Stnto monop;)ly? Arc ~-ou 
gc11ng t0 make it a State industrY? 

:\J 1:. :ilORG.\'1: \Ye do not intend to do 
that-an Act under which they would work. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: You vould have to 
appmnt an authorit--. \Yould yon have a 
State dt>partn1cnt adtninic;;tc·ring lt? 

l\h. :iloRGAX: \Yhy go into all the det 1iL, '1 

l\lr. HARTLEY: Tlw first thin~ yon !:an 
to face is tho a11pointnlent of an~ Uuthoritv. 
You hn n~ to "·elec:t n1cn who will be ju t ~s 
u!1appro:1rhable and havo juf't as high intcg­
nty as hon. n1cmbers on this side. 11ost 
people arc enamoured of the Qn<"cn,;land Turf 
Club. LP! me say .. traight out that I ha,-c 
been on tl1rir rour~es and watc:hcd the horsPs 
running; I havo followed thei1· forn1. and m:v 
experience ha, been-and it is suppmtcd bv 
'"ornc of the leading· nowspap0rs-that 'nomC 
of the rongh('st jokeo have bef'n put up by 
some of the bigg-est owners racing under the 
Queensland Turf Club. I£ von set out to 
appoint a body to control racing. what is 
your fir ··t step? You have to appoint handi­
cappers. stO\YarclS, and judges to Jock after 
tho racing-. The department ,yould neYcr be 
out of d;fticult,·; there would always be men 
'"ho had rom11laints again~t thP judg~~- thP 
ste\vank and the handicappers. If you hring 
in " Bill to control racing, "'hat are you 
going to do with the bookmakers? Suppos­
ing you say you \vould \vipe them out, -what 
\vmdd the effect be? All betting- would have 
Ill be done by mee.ns of the totalisRtor, whicb 
is a proprietary concern. You would simply 
be making big fortunes for the two or three 
men \Yho control the totalisator system of 
Australia. 

::VIr. PoLLOCK: And who do not live in the 
State. 
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Mr. HARTLEY: And who do not live in 
this State, as my friend reminds me. If you 
do not abolish bookmakers, if you license 
thorn, you will be legalising betting. That is 
a foundation fact which has to be recoo·niscd. 
The .minute. you step in you are going to 
legahse bettmg; you will have to rnakc Jaws 
for the recovery of all debts-which means 
that you will be encouraging betting and 
encouraging gambling. I think there is a 
good deal of racing that is not in the best 
inten•,ts of the development of the horse,. 
In what way that can be remedied I am not 
prepared to say. I know ven· 'veil that 
racing associations outside Brisb"ane arn not 
at all in favour of having racing controlled by 
any of the existing clubs or associations ii1 
Brisbane, whether it be the Quoen"land Turf 
Club or any other association. The"' pref0r 
to control their racing as they arc doing now. 
Tlwre is a, difference in the racing controlled 
by a proprietary ownor-J ohn \Y re n-and 
racing· controlled by club rules. I would 
draw the attention of hon. members opposite 
tr; what 'vas responsjb}e fot· the existence of 
pmprietary racecour·es in Queensland to. 
daY. It was under their Govornmcnt-I 
thi~k the late Mr. K. M. Grant was Homo 
Secretarv at the time-that Albion Park was 
liccn~f'cl "as a racecourse. Kcdron Park was 
:tlso licensed under their GoYernment. If 
th0y were '<l keen in safeguarding the com­
munity against the so-called evil of proprie­
tary mcing, how is it that they allmwcl those 
rwo courses to be licensed'' Th·•v have 
enabled John ·wren to makf' th0 big· income 
that he is now n1ak'ing. Just by "Hying 
•· No," they could easily hav" Jll'f'V<'ntl•d 
that in the very beginning. TlH'no is a 
difference between Queensland Turf Club rac­
ing and racing at Kedron Park. I lnn· been 
in this IIousc over scvc11 vears. and I have 
been on the l{cdron Park raC'ecour'jP O!H'fl. 
but I havP followed their affai1·s fairlv clc,sc·h­
throut_:h the papee.~, anrl :11J~'Ol1C' ,~-ho ha's 
wotdwd the report:; of the mc'. tiHg' rrt 
l{ct.lron Park will Rf'f' cvrry now and again 
that it is reported that the stewards in con· 
nection v·ith f'uch and such a rau' \YC'l'C' not 
. atisfied -with the position of a- C:Prtain lHJrRc 
in the betting. and that he was rpcalled from 
the barrier and " jocke~· with the club 
colours was put on, with the satisfactory 
rcsnlt that the horsP won. or, l)f'rhap~. ran 
Sh'Ond. rrhc betting was irnmediatf']~I 
affected. perhaps. to the extent of bringing 
a.n absolute outsider in H) .. lf' ca:"es to ~ 'Cond 
favotnitc, and sometime to favourit -"'· Do 
vou ever sf'' that on Albion Park' Do You 
~vrr see that at the QtH'l'llsland Turf (~lnb 
rr1cctings? You do not. No mattC'r what 
argun1ents n1ay be adducnd so far f!<.:; John 
\Vrcn is concerned, while he is ('Ondu('ting 
racing for the public. he must conduct it on 
corrtmercial 1incs. I hav•' never scc!I or 
spoken t-o John \Vren or any of hi~ agent-. in 
my life. To play tho tricks on his ccurse 
that are played on other courses would mean 
that he wonld soon Jose the patronage of the 
public. That is the difference hchYecn JWO­

prietary-owned racecour~c" and. thosl' con­
trolled by the Queensland Turf Club. I wish 
to emphasise that, if there is ar>ything in tlw 
suggr"tion of hon. merr1hPrs oppositP about 
any inducement being g;vpn to this Govern­
ment to induce them to refrain from con· 
trolling- racing. I hope that hcl!l. members 
opposite will have thf' common decency of 
descendants of tho British race and sa v it in 
plain language, and let ns have a- clean 
investigation into the matter. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The objections 
to the control of racing from hon. members 
opposite--

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not 
objections, but difficulties. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Have boon in the direction 
o> asking why previous Administrations did 
not take certain action. I do not see why 
that should come into the discussion at alL 
\Vhat we have to consider this morning is 
whether racing is beneficial to the community 
or not. I do not think thoro is an hon. mem­
ber opposite who believes that it is. I cer­
tainly do not. If eyery ono was like myself. 
there would be no racecourses at ~tll, becauso 
I ne1·er frequent them. I ,-iew racing in this 
way : There is a big expenditure of rnoney 
a"ociated with it and Go,-ornmcnts get a 
fair amount of r~venue from the transport 
of the people by train and from the totalisa­
tor; bnt, notwith•,.Lnding the revenue which 
Governments may derive from that source 
I think the great objectiYe of Goyornment~ 
should be to see all that money directed into 
such ehaunols that the greatc't good and best 
results will eventuate to the whole com­
munity. The hon. member for Fitzroy v;as 
trymg to make a policy for racing. 'Thoro ir; 
Hot an hon. member opposite who, if he had 
a son, would bring him up as a jockey. 

11r. I' EASE: There are ,some very honour­
able n1cn a1nongst jockeys. 

:VIr. TA YLOR: I am not saying that thoro 
arc not. There js not. an hon. member 
opposit,:,·-although thoro arc decent jockoys­
"·lw would like to sec his son brought up as 
a jockey. \V c recognise that there are diffi­
cultir:~ in connection with this 1natter, but 
have we not had to encounter difliculti<'' in 
all our lPgislation '? For what reason have 
Governments done something to regulate the 
eh ink traffic? They ha Ye vassed lav, ,, to deal 
\Yith that business. Wh.v? Becausu thev 
hPlim·e that. if that traflie or that businr ·, 
was allowed to go uncontrolled, it would 
operate to the detriment of the community. 
The sanw thing Ui:'plies t_o propl'iotary and 
?thcr forms of racing. Is it in the best 
mtm·osts of the people of Queensland that wo 
should have racing nearly eyery day in the 
\Veek. as is the C'ase at prcs~~nt? If hon. 
members \YOL!ld take notice• of the men who, 
follow up racing. they would find that those 
1llt'l1 would b<' better employed in usoful toil. 
ThP whole thing is sin1ply one huge gan1bling 
concern. 

:Ylr. H.\RTLEY: It is no worse than the hon. 
gPntleman's business. :His is a sun~r g;1.mbJe. 

:VIr. 'I'A YLOR: There is a difference. If 
the hon. member comes to my place of busi­
ness and puts down a pound, he gets a 
pound's worth of goods. 

Mr. H.\RTLEY: \Vhat did the hon. gentle­
man give for it? 

:Ylr. TA YLOR: X ever mind. Ho would 
get a pound's worth of goods. It is quite 
evident that some hon. mc·mbers opposite do 
not really know what gambling is. l\1y 
definition is this: One, or a dozen. or 100, or 
500. or l, 000 people contribute r.heir money 
and get nothing back, but it all goes to the 
enrichment of one person. That is what is 
happening on the racecourse '• and that is 
vvhat is ha.pprming in ronnection with all 
forms of gambling that we have in the State 
to-day. Cannot legislation he introduced to 
''":V that there shall not be an:: more private 
racecoursm licensed, that all men aEsociatcd 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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with tho racing business eLall be registered, 
and that they shall be men of good moral 
-character'! I cannot under ·Jand bon. m cm· 
hers opposjto when they sa;· tha.t it is irnpos­
sib1e to control proprieturv racing, considcl'­
ing that there are so mar'ly concerns at the 
prc•,ent time control] ed bv ParliD.mC'nt and 
Yarious Drganisations. It~ is said that the 
di!I-icultics n_re so tren1endous that we cannot 
do anything to control racing. I think that 
in the Yor~r be~3t interests of the J oung pl'opl~ 
·of lhis comLiunity. racing ~hould bo cut out 
(I "i soon as oyer it can po~sibJy bo don('. 
Yon have pto.cticall.v ono of the bigg0st State 
.sf'hool<;! situated ri~.;ht alongside the T~edron 
Park Racecourse. I do not ''V that I " .• uld 
bo in fnyour of cu:iing raciPg 'out altor-othor 
but, if it could be so brou~ht about tl{at th~ 
e.arnb]ing elornc·-~t associated with raein1r \YC'l'C' 

rnt out, it \Yould be in t 1Jc lw:;t intcr~~L; of 
the vhole of us. \\'hat arc thp mo«t poptllar 
eycnl of the Royal Nationa.l As·,ociation 
shovv l1olrl at Bo\YC'll Parh: f'\-crY YCLl' '? The 
riu1 ( ,~-nt:3-trott1ng. Is thcrC ;_ny betting 
Drt tboRe cyents? 

C~OYERKllEKT 1v1E:Il:BERS: Yes. 

Jl.1r. TA YLOR: If thoro is anY at aiL there 
is Y<'r.v llttl<'. Yet people go to the nunual 
exhlbil-ion, and the,,_~ ~-;it in iiv~ grandstand 
from 11 o' cl c :k in the morning till near! v 
5 o'clock in tlH' afternoon \\ au·hing· the rin~ 
cvsc~nt~. Th,,re arc no bonknr.,kers there 
bctt.in~~ on tho,·o ring nYents, thongh there 
may be a little private betting of a mo-derate 
charadf'r. lfor:;eracing is a splendid sport, 
and I slwulcl like to see it maintained as 
a d:~a~ hcuHhy sport \Vith the gan1b1ing cut 
OUt. rhon WC would not lJave- the trouble 
that (':(ists to-day; but so long as it exists, 
not only in Queensland. Lut in Australia, 
simplv. as a means by which people can get 
:;ometlnng for nothing, thPn it is in the worst 
interc'its of thn community, and it should 
not b<' allo·,,·cd to contimw. I asked tho 
Minister the other da if it was the intention 
ol the Governnwnt 'to introdnce a Bill in 
deal with hor~eracing, and the replv I "ot 
was thnt the intentions of thoe Gov0rnm~nt 
·would be disclosed ill due coursf'. I c·r.rtainlv 
tbjnk the tirne has arrived vdH'11 thP G-ove:'ri'­
me'lt .should rnakc .-:omo attcn1pt to ~f'e if 
they cannot stop this evil <n·owtb which is 
takinv such a trPmendous hold on the whole 
of the communitc'· 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grr(Jory): The hon. mem­
ber for Murilla has eertainlv laid himself 
out this rnorning to misr0prosCnt thE~ actions 
Df hon. members on this e.ide. and ho apnar· 
t·n~ly made an attempt to he ><nspended -from 
th1s Chambf>l'. I do not know ",het her }c, 
has nny cattle to shift on this occasion. 

J\lfr. JI;10RGAX: That is absolutely untrue. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Vvhen ih<' hon. mcmbel· 
\Vas suspE·'1clod prcv!ousl:-, it, vvas stated that 
he had ca.ttle to shift and he wanted a few 
cloys' holi-day. 

Mr. MoRGAX: That is untrue. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That was the rumour HJ 

the lobbies. 
.:\fr. lvfoRGAN: I deny that. 

Mr. I0 0LLOGK : Of cour,e the hem. mem­
ber sa"s things and denies thorn afterward,, 
so I do not take much notice of that. If 
he denies it, although I believe he was 
rc,nonsible. o.ecording to parliamentary pro· 
ceduro I have to accept his denial. The 
hon. member made no effort to deal with 
this question in a broadminded way. All 
JJ,, did was to endeavour to blacken the 

[.Mr. Taylor. 

('l!aractcr\~ o£ n1enthers on this side of tho 
House. He had no foundation for his re­
marks, and had no idea that what he said 
had any truth in it. He merely endeavoured 
to show that a certain man had approached 
rncmbero of this part:.·, and that this party 
had practically agreed to those approaches, 
because no attempt was made to deal with 
proprietary racing. The hon. 1nember s3t 
behind a Liberal Government for a long 
time without making any c!Iort of a serious 
nature to deal with proprietary racing when 
it \vas a rnuch worse thing than it is to~day. 

Mr. lviaRGA)I: No . 
Mr. POLLOCK: I can prm c it, if the 

hon. member will keep quiet. At that time the 
ban. member could have raised a row-so 
also could the late member for Carnarvon­
o.nd could have been successful in having 
proprietary racing dealt with in its early 
stage'. To.day, the hon. member does not 
want proprietary racing dealt with. 

Mr. MOJWAX : That i> not true. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: If the hon. member 
wanted it dPalt with, he could have moved a 
1notion on pri,~ato nu~1nber:5' day. 

Mr. lviOHC.\X: \Ye carried one to abolish 
it, ond you yotud for the motion. 

:\1r. POLLOCK: He could have Jmd tlw 
qnestioll debated, and, if carri0d 
by this House. There is eo in 1.his 
carping f'l'itici·-m-in the attempt to prove 
tf.flt membc•rs on thi•; side of the House have 
]i,tened to tl18 voice of a man who, ac he 
sJ.~"S, is prepared to *buy these concessions. 
TherP is no doubt what ilw hon. member 
n1cant \vhen he sajd that. Ho went as nc~:tr 
to sayin;; th<~t members on 'this side of lho 
House h.ne been bribed, as h0 could po•sibly 
go without fracturing the Standing Orders. 

:VIr. VowLF.S: There is r rumour that tl1c 
bookmakers are subscribing the fun-ds. 

}}Jr. POLLOCK: :\o doubt the hon. mem­
ber knows all about the \Yando Yale 
run1ours. 

lvir. \ OWLES: The1'G is a rumour that- the 
bookmakers subscribed a certaiu arnount (Jf 
mono7 in connection with the withdrav- d 
of the Bill for the control of hors'' racing. 

Mr. POLLOCK : •ro whom did the: "'-'b­
scribe it' 

C.lr. VowLES: ·we do not know. That J'i 

what W' v.ant to know. 

i'.1r. POLLOCK: For whet purpose? 
Mr. YowLES: For the withdr:~wal of the 

Bill. It is nuhlic property that the mon•ey 
has been sub~cribed. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That mane:: has bce'n 
subscribed? 

~\1r. YOWLES: Yes. 
Mr. l'OLLOCK: ThP hon. member knm•·' 

more about it than I do. nnd more about it 
than member'' on this side. Vvho is you 
authority? 

Mr. '~/owLES: My authority is a man who 
paid ten guineas . 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yi'hv don't 0ou produ•:o 
him? " 

l'vfr. HIRTLEY: Give his nc,nw 

Mr. POLLOCK: If thee hon. m0mbcr Ycill 
gwe his name and will move for a Hoyal 
Commic .. ion 1-o inquire iuto the matter, t 
wlll support him. That;, a fair t.hing io .d:>. 
if he 1s a n1an; and, if he i,, not a man, tlwn 
lw should keep quiet. 
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Proprietary racing was established under 
the Liberal Government and conducted under 
different conditions to t.hose which exist 
to-day. Every registered club-and the pro­
prietary cluLs, in the main. arc registered 
clubs-mnst bo rcgist6red "ith the Queens­
land Turf Club; and they must have their 
racing dates allotted to them by the committee 
of the parcllt body--the Queensland Turf 
Club-and that body is oieoted by the mem­
hers of the Quoeneland Turf Club. Whether 
t.hore are more dates given to proprietary 
ra,cin~ than are ft:il' and jn~t is a matter 
foJ· the Queensland rurf Club. \Vhen pro· 
prietary racing was first c·,tablished, the 
Albion Park Jockev Clue· was re<Tietered bv 
the Queensland Tu;:f Club nndcr the Liberal 
Government. rrhat s:vndicato \YflS composed, 
1vlthout exception. of mpn with Tor.: prin­
ciples--not rnornbcrs of Pa rlia.ment, but rrwn 
who hod advanced Tory opinions. The 
Qu-.ensland Turf Club conunittC>o \Yore nearly 
a.ll mcmh~rs of tho symhcate ,,·hich controlled 
Albion Park at that tinw. The syndicate 
that started Albion Park, r,nd which was 
registered h.:• tbo Queensland Turf Club com­
lnitt~·e, con-,istecl of A. I-Iydo, secn:~tary of the 
Queensland Tnd Clnb; H. 1\e"~ton. father­
in-law of the hon. mcmbct· for :\Icrt.h:T; G. 
E,;rne, barri ,tor and acting judge; \!\-... 
Hichardson, handica.ppcr of the Qu ·cnsland 
Ttn·f Clu.b; and D. T. Sr'.'.l~1our, cx-Couuni·~­
,,ioner of Police under thf' Liberal Goverll­
nlent. Races \vero run en.:n \veek. and five 
out of ~ix events werl) fo1·- £15 in prizes­
£12 to ~be "·innt'l'. £2 to lhc second hors\. 
and £1 to the third horse. At that time 
a prize of £12 for the vcinning hor c actually 
meant that an owner had to 'vin one out 
of every two raccs before he could buv 
ordinary feed for his ho1·ste, let done pay 
the cxpc~1- es for shooin~. riding fo, s, nomjna.­
tion fees, ac,:eptancc fees, and every other 
fe: connected with thA OX11Cnsivo bnsiness of 
horseraeing. At that time. under the pro­
prietary racing run b.v hon. n10n1bors oppo­
site, the poor man w!;.o h.:d a horse could 
not afford to race him. Tlw sport was one 
for the wpalthy owner. who could afford to go 
down there, enter a horse fc•r a race worth 
£12. a,nd put £50 on him in the event of its 
lnving a chance of winr:ing, nnd then he had 
to win very frequcnt]y. or else the ovvncr 
had to bo a big rnan, in or<L'r to n1akc a 
living. Can any n1crnber on the other side 
;.ay that the position cf proprietary racing 
tc,-day-and I am not advocating it-is as 
bad as it ,~·as then? 

Mr. l\10RGAN: It is as Lad as when ', ou 
made that speech against it here. · 

Mr. POLLOCK: No. At tho time I made 
that speech the average amount of the 

prizes was £100 at Albion Park 
[12 p.m.] and at every dub registered 

under the auspiees of the Queens­
land Turf Club. Everyone knows that. 

Mr. l\IORGAN: There were £15 programmr·s 
in operation. 

?<fr. POLLOCK: £15 programmes. v ore 
not in operation when I made that state­
w.ent. I arn no n1ore in fasour of proprie­
tary racing than I wa.s then, but I wam to 
show the hypocrisy of hon. cnembers opposite 
vd1o r1i'-:e a hovd agn.inst the Government 
and say they are willing to accept money 
t,, permit proprietary ;-acing, 1vhon they sat 
-down qmctly Y.' hen thmgs were a thousand 
times worse than they are to-day. Proprie­
tar:c racing, with all its faults, has been 
responsible for increasin0· the prize money 

to such an extent that the poor man who 
has a horse has a chance of racing it; but 
previously no poor In-'lll with a horse had a 
chance of racing it. One of the objections 
of hon. membt'rs opposite is that to-day so 
many poor men are coming into the game. 
The Queensland Turf Club, as tho parent 
body which controls racin[i in Queensland, 
has certainly done a good deal for racing, 
but, if we gave control of racing to the 
Qucenoland Turf Club--

illr. Yl:ORGAN: Vvhy not have a Bill brought 
in like tlrev h.we in Victoria, and he1ve the 
racing supBryised by th lo( ai autho1·itics, 
under the control of the Government? 

:Mr. POLLOCK: Who would control it 
then? You would h.we the Minister in 
charge of the deprrtrncnt controlling it; if 
w·J had the Minister ccmtroi ling it. t.he hon. 
tucmbor would still sav that lhe :\iinister was 
not doing ri~J:ht. ~o n1atter wlro bad control, 
'"'' would still have th., howl oi the hon. 
n1cmbcr for· I1,lvrilla that t-~_c Government 
1,•, ere getting son~ething· OlH of it Does the 
hon. member sa:,~ that the saLiC rcn1arks were 
not, p.1sscd about th' Commonwea ith Go­
YC1nnw::1t when the coJJtral of racing was 
hPudctl ovN to the Defence Dcpart.ment '? 
Does h0 sav that tho ::<1n1e in,innations were 
not made ilga.inst 1\Ir. Hnglh:-~ and Senator 
Pc<trct: when they \vcre contr0lling proprie­
tt rY racing and LJl racing during the war? 
Everybo.dv said that th' members or the 
1-[ug.hcs GoYernn1cnt were getting "graft" 
frm1r John V\rcn, but I do not believe it. 

Mr. MoHGAX: vYhy not abolish proprie­
tary racing altogether? Arc you in favour 
of it" 

illr. POLLOCK: I will av in m:f own 
'Yav what I think. I am not here to be put. 
ia 'the witnPss box by the hor1. member. 

JV1r. 7\10HGAX: Let us lmow what you think. 

Mr. l'rJLLOCK : Mv opinion of proprie­
tary racin~~· is this :-It it } as done nothing 
el,c. it ha~' increased th0 prize m once· on all 
the nrcccoures around her·c. inrlnding the 
proprict"il'Y r:tccroursr,~. ,John \Vren cer­
to.inly did raise the prize money, and he 
forced the Queensland Turf Club to. raise 
it so that racing mw now be a JWofitable 
g~n1e for the pool: as ;,vell.J.s the rich. 

:\lr. i110RGAX: Have you changed your 
Yiews? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not change my 
vicvc' as much as the hon. member. The 
hon. member know :o that on this question 1 
am quite con5istent and say w.lrat I think, 
and I am not goin;r to be led into saying 
somethinf! which I clo not think. 'flw hon. 
rnonber ._for \Vindsor sair1 that rncing is 
merely the hot-bed of gambling. EveryLody 
knows that. The hon. member for 'l'oombul, 
a an old propriet0r of a racecour~e, knows 
that. He was one of the proprietors of a 
proprietary n.cccourse,. and he kno11 s that, 
unle' s. you have garnbhng, you cannot have 
raring. Pc~·ople go t.) t,ho racecourse, not 
bet a use they are lovers of the thoroughbrc-d-

Mr. PETRIE: I lost a lot of mone.r. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I believ<> the hon. member 
lmt a lot of monev. The hon. nw nber was 
originally intereste~l in one of the proprietary 
racecourSes and so were his friend·,, but I an1 
not accusing the hon. nwmber of anything 
improper. I know that, if you cut out the 
gambling from racecourses, you would 
mighty ,,oon have no racecourses at all. ·why 

ill r. Pollock.} 
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does the hon. member for Mu rill a go there? 
Does he go to see the improvement m 
thoroughbreds or to win a few pounds? 

Mr. 110RGAN: To see the horses. I often 
do not make a bet. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I go to the racecourse 
occasionally, and I go, if possible, to win 
money. Nine out of ten of the public who 
go to the races would not know which end 
of a horse to put a bridle on, and the hon. 
member knows that. He also knows that 
the majority of the women who gamble would 
go to a " two~11p " schoo1 if it vv-as under 
the patronage of tho Government. The 
gambling spirit is in most of us. If you cut 
out racin;;-, you will have people going to the 
Terriers Club and places of that kind. 

Mr. l\1oRGAN: I do not want to have it 
cut out. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You can be a membr•r of 
Tattersall's Club for a guinea a vear and rro 
down and have a gamble. I do not obje"ct 
to 1t. It i, a fair thing to let people have 
a gamble if they want it. It does not matter 
in what form it is-in connection with clubs 
racecourses, " Golden Caskets " or other form~ 
of gambling-people will ga;,blc. 

Mr. ::'>1ouGAN: Don't you think it mwht to 
be controlled? " 

l\1r. POLLOCK: I believe tlwro ought to 
be a restriction of the number of racing 
days. I have alterBd mv vie\vs about the 
total abolition of prop;·ictn,ry racing-. I 
behove that competition in rrtcing i, fairlv 
healthy. The competition of proprietur\· 
racing clubs has certainly forced the Queen;. 
land Turf Club to give additional prize 
ll10n-ey, llas enabled own0r:3 to draw decent 
prizes for their horses, and has given every­
body a chance of going to a racecourse with 
the. opportunity of getting a \vin. But I 
bcheve there should be a rc2triction of racin~ 
nnd T am not particular who hw- thl' mnjorit,: 
of racing days. I believe that a r2ductioi1 
of rrtring days ran be made. and I believe~ 
that" l0 ·~ racing than is going on no1v should 
be brou:;ht about. That would not onlv be 
o£ benefit to. the public, but to the beneiit of 
thf' Queensland Turf Club and pro]1riet-' rv 
racing concerns and ovcrvbod'· concerned. ·I 
believe it wDuld be_ a ver)- g·ood thing in the 
m<'tropohtan area 1f that "''"s clone; but how 
is it to be done? Is it to be done bv the 
Government having control of it 1 "Then 
the Queensland Turf Club •Yould be protest­
ing to rllP ::'>1inister that John \Yrcu got more 
racing- dates than thev did: ;md Jolin \VrPn 
would ho accnsed of buvino- the -:\[ini-trv in 
connu:tion with the nu~b(7r of racin{r ClaYs 
allo\vPd. The hon. mc:nl1er woulcl n novCr 
drc•am of allowing the Government to control 
racing. 

JYlr. MORGAN: That is wrong. I would ha,-__ , 
ar> Act of Parliament to control it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. nwmbcr was at 
one time the deciding fr:otor behind a Go­
vernment that could ha,-c done it. and he did 
not ~'XErci~e his povver. ~~rr. Dona1d Gunn 
and himself were men who < ould ha,·e e'<ertcd 
some authority with the l\Tinistrv of the daY. 
and could ha~e dealt with this- thing- in i':, 
early stages, but they did not iake tlw 
neoe•sarv action. \Vas it becau-0 they hac! 
changed' their minds? I am not savinrr that 
an.vone bought thom. I am not p;oin(f to say 
that anyone comes into this Chamber and 
buys a Government on the question. or 
attempts to induce them by " graft '' to drop 

[Mr. Pollock. 

a Bill; but it would be just as rig·ht for me 
to say that hon. members opposite arc bought. 
as for the hon. member to say the things ho 
has said against us to-da,-. On the question 
of being purchased by the man to whom 
the hon. member for l\1urilla refers, I want 
to say, in conclusion, without being more 
nasty than I can help-because a, a member 
sitting behind the Goverm 1ont I fed very 
keenly on the question-that the Opposition 
i'1 their attitude on this question are, appar­
entlv-certainlv the hon. member for Murilla 
--givinf; J o!m' Wren credit f_or havi~g l_ong 
Pxploitod wmcthing that thmr orgam•atwns 
have been "illing but unable to do. 

GoYERx)IExT JV1E:.I!BERS: Hear, hear~ 

::'>1r. VOWLES (Dalby): We must all 
realise that it is necessary to do eomething· 
ill order to bring about a curtailment of 
horscracing genera-lly. It does not apply to 
the countrv so much as to the cities. 

Mr. \YE;R: \Vhat purpose does it serve? 

Mr. VOWLES: It will bring about a 
bcti< r lot of citizens. \Vhen you see the 
hnurrprs-on and followers of racing stables 
thc1~ aro in Brisba.nc, and the unlirDited 
amount of racin()' that goes on-practically 
ewrv dav in th~ week--I think it will be 
admitted- th:tt it is no good to the place. 
and that it is no good for the morals of th<' 
countr5·. In one place we haYc a State school 
right alone,sicle a racecourse, and there are 
racimr tracks everywhere. I do not want to 
b·: ca:Hed a " ,,-owSer," because I admit. that 
I ao to races. I go to win n1onoy somohrnes, 
but generally I do not win any money _at all. 
\Vith regard to the hon. member for F1tzroy. 
I rnust say that I have neYer been to the 
_._\scat racecourse without seeing the hon. 
nwmber there. 

l\1r. I-I.\RTLEY: That is quite likely. I do 
not hide under any cloak. 

!YI r. VO\YLES: I go to ra-c o,, and 
invariably kse. (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: Every time I bttek a, horsP 
1 back rny o\vn opinion, and not. because of 
any stable information. 

-:\Ir. VOvYLES: Judging by conversation, 
I haye hrrd with the hon. gcntlema,n, I doubt 
1t. I--Ic has ahva.vs been able to give lTIC "'OD1f~ 
inside lnforn1ati~n. 

::Y1r. lLiRTLEY: I gave you my own opinion. 

Mr. VOIYLES: I do not doubt the hon. 
~0.ntlern.1n .iu any \Yay. ThP bon. rncmbcr 
for Grc'gory was talking about his consis­
t<-,ncv. bd I will quote ~ome paragraphs 
fro11; a 'pecch he made in 1916 to show where 
he is not CO!i"·istcnt. H c made a speech 
on anothe-r occasion in this Itousc in refer· 
cmre to {)rOpriC>tary racing. Tl_w rnotion th_at 
,.vas introdu( cd on that orcaston to rcstrJct 
hGl'~craeing to lircnsed club3 was c:-trried 
;manimously in this Chamber. Th~ hon. 
rnembcr conden1ncd proprietary ra{'lllg' at 
:Chat time, and said that it was necessary 
k) do son1cthir.g in regard to proprietary 
racin!!. \Ve know the debates t,hat toke placP 
on privat.o rncmber.s' day arc generally of an 
.acadPmie nature and arc not trLken seriously; 
l:ut since t.lu_\n we hrrye hn,d a statenH•nt fron1 
t.c ::'viil'is'·'r that it wac intended to intro­
.._-~uce legislation during the roming sf-~sion. 
That legishtion hrrs not come forward. and 
the rotnral thing for us is to ask the reason 
\Yhy it has not come forward. 

The ATTORXEY-GEKERAL: Don't put words 
intG> my mouth. 
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Mr. VOWLES: That is the effect of what 
you 8aid. 

The AT.TORNEY -GE::<rE!lAL : It is not Jthe 
effect at. all. 

Mr. VOWLES: It \Yas understood that 
legislation was to bo introduced this se3sion 
to d2al with propr1eta1·y racing and racing 
gonNally, but it has been dropped suddenly. 

:\h. HARTLEY: You said you knm>' one man 
who subscribed ten guirwas to have the Bill 
Y ithdra wn, but you did not n1ontion the 
111an's nan1o. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is a reillarkablc thing 
that Mr. John \Vren was in town at that 
time, and after his di•,appoarancc we heard 
no more about the legislation. 

Mr. HARTLEY : Tell us the name of the 
man who subscribed the ten guineas. 

Mr VOWLES: This topic is freely dis­
cussed in the street, and the people want to 
know why the legislation is not being intra· 
duccd. l would like to ask th0 hon. member 
for Gregon- why his opinions ha ,.e changed. 
The hon. ·gentleman speaks about consis· 
tency, but he is onl.v consistent in his incol> 
sistoncy. On the last occasion when the lion. 
gentleman was deali11g \l·ith proprietary rac­
ing he did not worry about the pt·izo money. 
fie \Yas Inoro concerned about tllP stan1ina 
of the horses and the <:la~s of ra('ing. He 
said that, if we had longf:'r-J.i stance ra('es, 
we \Yould got a hett~r clacs of horses. 

~1r. MORG.\N : The same yio" s as I had. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for 
Gregory did not tel! us then that his obi('Ct 
y as to mako the Queensland Turf Club put 
on a bigger progra:nme. The .hon. gentlc­
Inan spoke agaiw,t-, th0 princ·iple of proprie­
tary racing, and he. n1ade YCI'Y strong state­
r:ncnts in rcf._:renco io it. For lnxtance, 
speaking during the debate in 1916. he said-

" For once in a whjlo I au1 in accord 
with the hon. 1110n1bcr for Carnaryon in 
son1e of the vio"\YS he ha':l cxprecosed, and 
also \Yith the ho11. n1o1nlwr for ::\1urilla, 
because I rca1is.r: tl1at those gentlcnu:n 
hn,vc hit tho rnad\: in n1any plnc·e3. Xo\V, 
I am agai11 ,t proprlt>tar~· rac·ing, be-cause 
T am against all monopolif's. That is the 
~cason why I bcliu·p thal proprietary 
racing- in QuccJ·,land should· be exter­
minated, and I think that the onlv way 
in which that ran be done is bv gdting 
hold of the hub of racing in Dri,ban~. 
The Queensland Turf Club is the hub of 
raciag in Brisbane. and thoro could be 
no proprietary racing jn Brjsbane, which 
i~ practically the only proprjetary racing­
of any conseqn0neo in QucPnsland, 
unless tlw Quo<'nsland Turf Club so 
desires.'' 

:VIr. T'OLLOCK: Hear. hear ! I "'Y it now. 
2V1r. VO\VLES: Ho was out to do away 

with monopolies then, but now he is in fa your 
of perpetuating them. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Did I say I was out to 
pcrpetua to thorn ? · 

l\'fr. VOWLES: You bclicw in them. 
:VIr. POLLOCK: That is a liC', if you s:ty 

I srtirl thnt. 

The CIIAIR2V1AN: Order. 

:Vfr. VO\VLES: I ask that tha.t remark 
l::n \Ylthdra\vn. 

The CI-L\IRMAN: I appeal to the hon. 
member for Gregory to withdraw that 
remark. 

Mr. I'OLLOCK: Certainlv I will withdraw 
it. lt is a mis•;tatement that the lion. gentle­
man frequently makes. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is your usual style. 
The hon. gentleman tells us to-day that he 
lms chang·cd his views. On page 394 of 
,. Hansard " for 1916 we find that the hon. 
rnomber made use of these words-

" I.i:Yory ra('C club, or every proprie­
tary owner, is not treated alike by the 
Queensland Turf Club, a.lthough it and 
other race dulls may have been treated 
alike by the late Government. And they 
knew, when they g-ave that land oYel: in 
fee-simple, that. thev had no power to 
inh~rfPre \vhatever in tlH_· dispos~J of it 
or the use to which it was put; and 
it 1-vas given fn.·o of l'\~ut. Apart fron1 
that, it is rumoured-and I think most 
people will admit that it is a fact-that 
tho people who control proprietary rac· 
ing 1·cally control the committee of the 
Q•1oonsl md Turf Club." 

Mr. M oRGAN: When I made a similar 
st •tmrwnt this morning I had to withdraw it. 

l\11·. PoLLOCK (to Mr. Vow!es) : 'They were 
controlling the Queensland Turf Club when 
you were supporting' the Liberal Govern­
ment. 

:\Ir. VOIVLES : The hon. member for 
Gtegory aleo caid on that occasion-

" I have been led to believe that such 
is really the case. \Yhat chance. then. 
would there be of the Queensland Turf 
Club committee refusing to i.s ,ue further 
permits to owners of proprietary courses? 
I should like to mention the attitud" that 
a cPrtain p.porting paper in Brisbane has 
alloptcd tovvarcls proprietary ra{'ing. 
EYeryone knows, or ~hould kno,v, that 
since Mr. Sharpe, a n1cmbcr of i:ht" 
House of Reprosentativce. has instituted 
nn action against tho 'Daily )fail,' asking 
for control of that paper, which is really 
controlled b,· John \Vren and Harry 
::-Jftthan, although the paper has adopted 
a vcry definite attituch on the questjon 
of conscription, and talks about tho 
shirkers and loafers who stand at street 
corner:::, and supports conseriptiDn fen· al~ 
it is worth, yet it never sa:vs a v.onl 
about the man who is a habitue of the 
racecourse.'' 

Further on, he said-
" Rrtcccourscs are, of ('oursc, the n1eung 

by which the ' Daily Mail ' has been 
able to c:nrv on. If my information is 
correct. tho ' Daih Mail ' had been rnn· 
ninO' at a. loss fo1: sorne tin1e, bnt \dlC'll 

Mr.~ Sharpe was reported to ha vo taken it 
ovm--I do not know \Y bother he rea ll v 
did so or not-and its n1nnagemcnt wtls 
in ne-..v hands, tho paper ,\~as a jJro­
nounced succt-:,s. That mav be ~0, Lut 
mv oninion is that the profits derived 
fr;m Albion Park and other racPCOll"'""' 
Pnablcd the ' Daily Mail ' to gr t on its 
feet." 

He also said-
" X ationalistttion of the sport "·m.dd 

enable the Government to deal "·ith the 
problem effectively. As far as the smr: Jipr 
com·se,-thc Ipswich course, th12 KcGron 
course, and the newly-formed ('OUr~c at 
Goodna-are concerned. I believe they 
are onlv the home of 'dead uns '-horse;-;. 
which ·cannot run at Ascot or Albion 
Park." 

JJir. Vowles.] 



1~5-± [ASSEl\1BLY.] 

Now he is a<h-ocoting that that should be 
continued, although \re know the horses arP 
uot run honestly, but for the purpose of 
taking th~ public dovvn. Tho hon. rncrnber 
alw said-

" 1:\.nd m on ''-' ho ~annat go to .r\s.cot or 
<\lbion Park to r;amble wiil go there and 
there will bo a good deal of impure s'port. 
I do not say there will be impure sport< 
because the men who have the lea't 
amount of mot1cy ·will go to tho._~·· places. 
lmt becau6o the n1~~n who run thoBP 
second-clas·- horses are 111oro an1r'1ablc to 
argrnncnts for pulling ho1 -~s th:t~l the 
men 1vho run horses On a b~g rP~..;i tcrod 
cour ·8. As far as the • de a ·-1 urL,' are 
{'Oncer:led, I believe th t a rr1.cing 1nan 
gave a pair of fLCld-gl~l not long agu 
t<J the ~oldier~' flcld-gln~·, fund. and SC'n1 
along \Yith thPnl the folio·,,· in~{ note:--

If the soldier who gcb thc·-e gln~se~ 
secs as rnany dead Vi'ith th' n1 

:,; I haYe seen dead I will :,~ 
fully l'OCOI11pOnsed." 

_011 tJwt occasion the hon. gcntlcrnan ~ 1id that 
he hacl seen " dead " horse~. :'~OIY he 
that he \YanL-: to caJT:' on th i"'::i sport, .-~nd 
his npin:on~.; have a1terc{1. 

1\Ir. l'OLLOCK: I told vou I lwliew'd rh•1 
nurnb.cr oi da",-s for ra~cing ought to b -~ 
r 'Jrta!lr"l. 

:Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. member went on 
t•) say~ 

"That gentleman \Va~ cYidentlv a fre­
quenter of the unregistered or ·propr>­
t.arv racecour~cs around Brisbane. I 
hope this maHcl' will reccino tho united 
action of this House and that this motion 
will be co,rricd." 

That was a motion for the abolition of pro­
prietary cours'- s, and it \vas carried with 
the support of the hon. member on the 
motion of a m"mbcr of the Opposition. vVhv 
this change of front? The hon. membo·r 
took a lc:1ding part in the debate and con· 
dr!rnncd in a very emphatic \Vav the continua­
tion of proprictarJ racing. \Y o know that 
it is a monopol;.. \V2 know that the g-entle· 
man \vho crcaL.·,J that D10D!pol:; in quefn -
Lud mado his rise in the South on the 
totlli~ators. V~-..-0 knovv (;X-_·:-:tl· what took 
place, o,nd we know that he i' prepared I o 
g·o to an f'Xtrcmc in order to can·\ on ~.hi 
businl'·S.' \Ye Gnd that the opponents of this 
1woprietary pr~nciplc suddcnl:: bccnn1e dumb. 
n.nd then we find a change in their minds. 
\Ye want the responsible percon. the Minister. 
ro put on record wh:.· thi>J has happened. 
\Ye are told in n.n indirect. wav that it is 
not a [W.tcticablc Bill to lnndle-that ihe 
pnPsngc of sneh legislation \Yonld creut{~ ;t 

position in the dopadment in which thev 
r11ight be accused of giving dates t.o on'C 
person rather than to another and of 
rccei ving bi:ibr<~. If the Govcrnn1ent arc 
Wlt g·oing to tackle an evil for fca r thev m a v 
be charged with " graft," I '~.V they do no't 
nndcrotand the first principl1·• of govern­
ment. I say that they should be pr0par0d tn 
tackle this. They are being asked in all 
quarters. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhv did v.Ju not tackle it 
',Yhen you ·were on th1s ~id'e? 

Mr. VO\YLES: I did not ha.Ye the oppo"· 
(umty, but I can assure hon. members 
opposite that, if the. opportunity does come 
to me, the matter w!ll be tackled vorY "ffcc­
tively. Hon. members know that, from the 
moral point of view, proprietary racing is 

rMr. Vowles. 

aL·.o!utcly killing racing in this country. 
The attractions to the crtv ~c<ro e-o great that 
pl'actically every hon~.~ tnat is Lred is sent 
off to the citv t~s soon as he is 11ut jnto train­
ill.~, with thC result that, '.vhcn prograrnrncs 
n:re brought forward in tho c,nu1tr..,, there 
an~ practically no n·nninatiDns. I ~ay this 
because I belong to a horoo-breoding district. 

I\Ir. 1:1 \RTLEY: You arc pleadin~~ for racing 
in the countr;;· clubs. 

Hr. VO"\VLES : If we arc going to tolerate 
r, .. ing, there should be an equal distribu­
tion of it. 

Mr. I:JARTLEY: You know \'on- well that the 
onlv wav to control it is 1o ~bolish it and 
mako it 'illegal; and neither you nor anybody 
ebc i prepared to adYocato that. 

Mr. VOV'LES: The hon. member knows 
thnt there is a Yery big distinction botwo<Il 
racing and gan1bling. 

11r. IIAETLEY: ~0. 

i'Ir. VO\VLES: If vou 1ike to do away 
with t:w toj_ _[li.·ator aEd the bookrnnkcr::.;, you 
can, lJ;;t I do not advoca~; that. So frr "" 
gcli-'1 Lling j coPcernod, I \:ou 1d re -.trict book­
lllakcJ to r.::--;i~:tcrcd course~. 

:'<lr. l:l.llHE~: Vl'hat dificu nee would that 
n1ake? r-rhc 8a.n1o nH.'n -,, ould go to the 
cour 0s. 

ldr. "'v O\YL1~S: On tll nnrcgistorecl 
courses they do all sorts things. They 
flno jockeys and intcrf~re \vith tho libort:v 
of joekcyF. On one occasion I had to insti­
tut(~ Supre''lle Court procecdlng _ bccan·"e they 
refuse] to accept the norr1ination of a man 
'" ho wnnted to race. 

:!\1t'. HARTLEY: 'I'hc Queen -land Turf Club 
do that. 

:'Ir. YOWLE~: Vv'hon thev heard that 
there was a \vrit coming alorlg-. it did not 
take them long to decide wha.t to do. If 
the/ arc going to conduct the ·o things ln a 
little autocracy of their own. it is hi,:~ tin1e 
that the Government stepped in. Vv hen '' c 
find thcn1 rnonopolising tl1e whole of t.hc 
svort and creating perpetual racing in~t<,ad 
of occa~iou~d rJ_cir..g, n1aL itH2,' it a businPss 
jnstead oi a r, port, it i· high tin1c a self­
rcspcctinf! GoYcrnmcnt st,-'PJ1Cd i11. \ c Uo 
not wish to abolish it, but we want to put 
it on proper lines. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Why your change of front? 
You wanted to abolish it before. 

Mr. VOWLES: I wanted to n bolish pro· 
prictary courses, and I w.,l1t to abolish them 
now, for the same reason that the hon. 
n1embcr gave on a previou3 occasion. He 
did not v ant to encourage rnonopoli('S) and 
I do not \\-'ant to encouragn t lu."'m. }~.nvone 
who goes to "\lbion Park when 'n Albion 
"Thou,,,n_nd" is run, or to I(cdron Park 
when a.n Exhibition Handicap i< l'ill1, can 
judge for hims€'1£ the amou11t of money they 
ta l;;::o in nomination fees. acceptance fee,;;, 
jockeys' fees. sa lc3 of privileges, and sales 
"f tickets, :cnd he will find that practically 
t.hc whole of the prize money for the pro­
gramrnc is derived from such source,., and 
that the whole of the admis ,ion foes of the 
public, 7 6d. each, are the profits of John 
\Yron and his proprietary concern. ThB 
thing is out of all reason, and, if it is 
going to be continued, I won!d snggest that 
the Government, for the sake of trying to 
make it cleaner. should not on!:.· compel 
them to p·iyo Lwgor prizes. but also make 
them announce in their programmes certain 
races which will encourage the breeding of 



Supply. [8 SEPTE:\'IBER.] Suppi?J. 1355 

horses of stamina, and do away with this 
short sprjnting which we have novv and tho 
cncoura.gen1ent of a class of hors9 which 
serves no good purpose and is u·ele·,s exc~pt 
as a r:1cing machine. I should say that 110 
race club should be entitled to race or issue 
a prograr::uno unles3 it includes races of a 
certain distance. I would limit the distance 
of the shortest race and the weights the 
jockeys have to carry, the iov;cst weight in 
particular, so as to put an end to this sweat­
ing and reducing these unfortunate small 
boy J to the point of sickness. 

1\fr. POLLOCK: \Vho ·.wuld have control 
of it? 

Mr. VOWLES: The Government. The 
clubs would receive a certificate of registra· 
tion, and there would be a certain scale of 
programme to work up to. both as regards 
money and »·eights and distances: and, if 
they would not observe that, they would have 
to strike the race out. By doing that " ' 
would encourage a brood of horse with 
Rtamina, and be doing what, to 1ny rnind. 
is tho on!::· reason for the promotion of 
racing at all. 

JVl:r. HARTLEY: Before you sit down, tPll 
us the name of the bookmaker ,,-ho vou 
know subscribed ten guineas to a fund. to 
>uppross this Bill. 

11r. VO\VLES: Do you want to yictimise 
hin1? 

Mr. PoLLOCK: No; but we want to find 
out ,vhether you arc a Inan. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I ask the hon. member. 
next timo ho goes to Tattorsall"s Club, if he 
e-ver goes there, to ask tho bookrnakors them­
solve.'. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am prepared to ask for 
the appointment of a Royal Commission, and 
you can put your own men on it. 

J\Ir. liARTLEY : \V e will get another \V an do 
Vale out of this. 

Mr. WEIR (Jiaryborouglt): There is " 
different kind of Simon l'urc from the om; 
who goe.:; to the raceR. There is one who 
does not go to the races. I do not ITO t~ the 
rac"S, and it might bo just as well for me to 
"ay a fe\v \vords on the question of racin(r 
in gcneJ.'al and on the accusations vvhich hav~ 
L ocn m ado aganst this Government that 
,John \Vren or any of his brc,,d controls this 
side of the House in particular. I do this 
to protect the Government from such con­
temptible references. I recollect distinctlY 
that the same people · .. aid that " Bung'' 
controlled this side of the House, and that 
it found fund .. for us, and that \VC WCLe, 
thcr~forc, frightened to do anything against 
1t. 1 sny nght hero and now that we ranun<.'d 
that lie down their necks. 

:Mr. 11oRGA}; : You refused to appoint a 
Royal Con1n1i ''"'ion. 

Mr. \VEIR: \Ve did not want a Royal 
Commission. \VP gaye the people \hl' ri~ht 
to snttle the DHlttCl' in their own \Ya~·. Pro­
priC'tary racing did not <'Onlnlcnre ''~ith this 
GonTnment. It began under tlwir GoYern­
l11f nt, and IlO"i"-' the~ arc ~quco1ing- and say­
ing, '· \Yhv don't vou undo it'(' It is abso­
lutoly the c product" of thPir own class, and 
they introduced it to rob the worke,"s. 

Mr. EDWARDS: D0 yo~l consider it is 
'\Vrong? 

Mr. \VEIR: I am not concerned about 
whether I consider it is wrong or not. I will 
tell the people what I think about it in due 

course. This breed all their lives have been 
inventing wmething or other to rob the 
people, or rob the people through their repr& 
scntatives. Is there any difference betwee. 
a man or a woman boing skinned to the hi," 
on a racecourse and being skinned to tl: 
hide in Roma street when thov are sollin 
whc,at and chafi and ~o forth-:! I do ne: 
go to a Tacecourse once in sixteen years; bu 
I want to say that, if I did want to go, 1 
would go. There is no Simon Pure about 
me in that recpect, and I do not blame hon. 
members for goir,g if they want to go. 
There is nothing that I am savino- now 
which can justify any hon. memb~'r in say· 
ing that I am casting reflections on the hon. 
mcmbl•r for 1\Iurilla. If he wants to have 
a day at the racecourse, he spends his own 
money, not n1ine. I do not go, because I do 
not want to go; but I would go if I wanted 
to go, ju~t the sam.e- a_s, if I \Yantecl a pint 
of beer, all the denls m hell \YOL!ld not stop 
me fron1 having it. Th .. re is sornething· 
bigger in the working-cla''·" rnoYement than 
bothPring abcut J-ohn \Vrcn. li..,anr~, ~av. ing 
that he or any of his brc•'J eo .. rol thic; 
Gm·crnmcnt ! If ·wren could po into 
th0 caucu::; roon1 for fl\·C' minutes, ht~ 
\Yotdd :::ec that the l'aucus dt•tprminc·, tlH~SP 
i~~UC'.:'. \Yhat this Govcrnrnent do is not 
dictated b" John \Vren. lf c.vcr·one hc·ld 
opinions like mine, .John ·wren would not be 

toh::·nt··d for fi-,,' n1inute,. IIo\v 
[12:30 p.m.J can hon. mcmbc1 oppocite ·ac1dl' 

us ,,-ith being hPld dovrn by J ('hn 
\Y rcn 9 If theY can pro Ye to me that pro· 
prictary racing is \1 rong-I do not know 
anything about it-if, as the lL'adcr of the 
Opposition said, \VC can improYe the rnorals 
of racing-I haye yet to learn that racing 
has nny morals-if we can improve the 
standing of the people of this country by 
abolishing proprietary racing, I will help 
them to abolish it, Ro far as lies in my 
power, in the same way that T hclpPd thl'm in 
connection with the drink question. so far 
as it lies in my power, by giving the people 
thP opportunitv to decide the issue. I think 

' this is a storm in a teacup. The bi~ argu~ 
1nont seems to bo the curtoiln1cnt of racing. 
\'-.,.hPther they race five . .six. or ::-:even' dr..ys 
a. week, what does it matter to me'! ThPy 
can race every day so long as they do not 
makE' me race if I do not want to. I elaim 
the right to go or to stay away. \Vhat good 
purpose <.~an \\'e serye by aboli\:',hing pro­
prietary or any other type of racing? 

Mr. ELPHDfSTONE: Don't you appreciat" 
that wme people have not the strength of 
111ind that you have, and go to raring? 

Mr. \YETR: I am not seeing those pcoph•, 
because I do not know of them. 1\"hv shouH 
I reflect. on the hon. member for· Murill" 
for ~oing to racing. or upon the hon. n1e-rnher 
for Oxley for attempting to be the secrctar,~· 
of " France's Da•' ?" I do not look at the 
matter from that point of vie•,v. The3o men 
have their oY~.rn views on gambling. and 
thcv mu t allo11 me to havE' minP. I hay0 
b0o'n to Ascot once in mv life as a sight­
sc·or, and I saw quite a "lot. Am I to lJe 
bl an1cd for going to see the ran1ificat1ons 
of the bookmakers and the totalisator: and. 
above all, tho " mugs " that th< " hooks " 
g0t hold of? What wonld be thought if I 
were to sta,nd up as a " v;owser" and ~ay 
thflt I did not know anything about these 
things? I w.1s reared in the North; I wa.s 
a. foot runner for '" donlu~y's''' years, and 
footballer. Who is going to tell me about 

lfi r·. TV cir.l 
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the evils of betting? If you can convince 
me that proprietary racing is sapping the 
morals of the people, I am prepared to say 
that I will give my support in having it 
abolished. But to say that John ·wren has 
got hold of me is too ridiculous. M:f 
colleagues are in exactly the same position. 
I know thousands of men in this movement 
who are of the same make-up as myself. I 
know numbers of men in this party who 
hold the same views that I hold on this 
particular issue. Therefore I resent the 
insult. I think it is a thing that the Oppo­
sition should not attempt to saddle the 
Government with unless rhev have somo 
very good grounds for their assertions. Have 
they got any grounds? 

Mr. COLLINS: Why don't they trot them 
out if they have"! 

Mr. ·wEIR: Do YOU mean to tell r'le 
that they would not· trot them out if they 
had them-these good Christians who belt 
us \vith everything they have got.? We 
know perfectly well that they have no case, 
but they want to throw mud at somebody. 
l recollr;ct how they told us that the funds 
of this party were found by "'Bung." :lHy 
complaint is that " Bung " did not send n•e 
any--I never got any share of thD money 
provided by "Bung." I know that "Bung" 
has a t<'rrible grievance against this party 
rts being the only party in this State who 
were big enough to give the people the right 
to settle the argument. We had to face 
''Bung," \vhich \vas a bigger issue thrt11 
.John \Vren. Surely, then. nobody will tell 
m that we cannot face John \Yren. The 
thing is too paltry. 

I said at the ouhet, and I want to Tepeat 
it in conclueion-where has this propriet:u:,­
racing come from? Is it not, like the 
prickly-pear, the product of these people 
opposite? It was born under them and their 
class, and it is our class who suffer. 

Mr. MoRGAN : If you admit that they 
suffer, >\ hy don't you take steps against it? 

Mr. vVEIR: The hon. member is telling 
me that they suffer. I haYe an open mind 
on the question-! know nothing about tt. 
I am satisfied that racing is no good to t.he 
working clacs as racing. I am satisfied that 
gambling is no good to the working cla:;s. 
I preach that publicly. But the class of 
g·~mbling that I have my knife into is that 
which goes on on the Stock Exchange and the 
food markeb, and other places connected 
with the "kiddies'" bread and butt•.'r, 
People can go to races; thC'y can go to 
" billy-o'," sn long as they do not take mo 
there, too. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Che{Jory): I certainly am 
not going to be misrepresented on this qu.'s­
tion. I take the stand that to-da·,- there is 
no 1nono110ly of proprietary racing ln Queens­
land. I am not going to allow an~; man to 
say that I am not against monopoli< Th<'re 
arc at ]east four proprietn ry racing cluQs 
racing in and around Brisbane. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL : There arc othet·s 
in different parts of the State. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I do not know how many 
more there are in other parts of the State­
! am not concerned with that. There is 
ll'J doubt that most of tbo racing goes on in 
and around Brisbane; the racing in other 
parts of the State does not reallv matter. I 
ha vc changed my views in regar<l to the 
abolition of proprietary racing; to some 

[.Mr. Weir. 

extent their competition is lwlpful. In view 
of the statements which haye been mado 
regarding approaches by John \Vren, it is 
rather difficult to take up the position that 
you have changed your mind on this ques­
tion. But the people who haYe known me 
all my life are prepared to take my word. 
\Yhen I say that I have changed my mind 
on the total abolition of proprietary racing, 
I say it in all seriousness. If you abolished 
proprietary racin'i to-morrow. t.hc Qneonshnd 
Turf Club would only )JUt on more racmg 
dates to fill the bill, and yon would not havp 
brought about the abolitiou of racing. My 
solution, as I said previou~l.v, is a curtail­
ment of racing dates. The bod:· to control 
that curtailment is a bodv to which I would 
uot care to belong; becalJsP. no 1nattcr hovv 
you allocated the racing da t<'s. there would 
always be members with as much sense of 
fairness as the hon. momb<'r for Murilla, who 
would sa;- that this, that. or the other body 
had purchased those date' from you. 

Mr. J'viORGA!'r: They do it in Victoria by 
Act of Parliament. 

~Ir. POLLOCK : Does the hon. member 
rl'mcmber what happened when tho Com­
monwealth Government took control of 
racing during the war? Does he remember 
what happened in Victoria when everybqdy 
"as saying that, because the Hughes Govern­
ment granted more racing dates to John 
\'\"ren in Brisbane than were granted to th<> 
Queensland Turf Club and the other clubs 
put together, Hughes and Pearco had been 
bribed? 

Mr. J. Jmms: Do you think they were"? 

:Wr. POLLOCK: I do not; I think that 
the Queensland Turf Club "-ore satisfied with 
a limited number of dates; and as there 
was nobodv elsE', John vVren got the balance 
of the dates. That is the position to-day, 
There is no monopoly. Thoro are four or f1ve 
proprietary racing clubs and persons.. The 
position is entirely different to what 1~ was 
when the party voted to contro_l propn'-'tary 
racing. I do not care a hnker s curse 
whether the Government do or do not control 
proprietary racing. I would be a little· 
afraid to sit behind any GovcrnmcQt that 
controlled anv sort of racing. If the Govern­
ment are ga"ing to do such a thing, they 
could curtail the racing dates and give to 
the premier body-the Queensland Turf Club 
-the power to allocate the dates, and let 
them get the allegations which hon. members 
like the hon. member for l\Iurtlla arc alway' 
hurling. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubiqr11;): The position 
,gc0ms to be a n1ost 0xtraorJ.inary one. 
Evcrybodv recognises that this proprietary 
racing did not start under the present 
Government; but we know the extent to 
which it has grown undot' thE' prnsent 
Government-it has grown to be a tremen­
dous evil in thi,, Sta to. 

Mr. Por.LOCK: It is a better system now­
than ;t "·as then, with all it. faults. 

Mr. i\fOORE: I cannot agree with the hon. 
member at all. \Ve know the largo number 
of people who really cannot afford to go to 
racing and who cannot afford to race 
honesth·; and when dishonesty comes i;:tto 
the sport, it does away with the sportmg 
part of it altogether. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How do0s it differ from the 
Queensland Turf Club races in regard to 
honesty or dishonesty? 
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Mr. :.VlOORE: I do not know anything 
,,,bout either of them. 

Mr. HARTLEY : Then why express an 
·npiuion? 

Mr. l\IOOHE : I am entitled to my own 
,opinion. l know that the type of people 
who race horses on unregistered and pro­
prietary racecourses is the tj·pc that is out 
for the special purpose of n1aki11g rnoney; 
it js not a question of running a horse 
.bceausc it is a good horse. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Do you mc:tn that the 
Queen,land Turf Club race for the fun of 
the thing, a11d not to nu:tko 1noncy? 

Mr. ;\IOORE: On every course there are 
people who go there for the special purpose 
of n1uking n1orwy. There is no ju· tification 
for failing to deal with this matter because 
the Government find thc"lbclves in an 
awk,vard position. 'Thcro is no r( :tsou \Yh,v 
thev should not deal with the matter because 
theY a1·c afraid of public opinio11, or because 
rhev arc afraid of ,_01110 people accusing tlwrn 
of "acc:_:pting a bribe in connection 'v-ith 
racinp: dates. It should lw provided that 
t·ace;:; arf' to be of a certain cE;:;tallcc. that 
a ccrta]n anwnnt of prize nwney and t'~rtain 
-da tc5 are allotted. 

~Ir. \YEIR: Ach~a1Ice fOl11C logical argurnc•nt 
i11 tuvou1· of that. 

:\I r. :Y100RE : If the Act is administered 
ilonestl.' ancl fairly, everythl11g will he all 
righ~. Bccau:-'0 son1cone RCCuse5 the GoYf~rn­
tnl'nt o1 acting unfairly, there is no lT'1SOtl 
\Yhy thr':: should not deal with the• mattcL I 
think en:~r:-· hon. rnelnLJer know·· pcJ<.cctly 
\\'eil tllat there is too much racing in Bris­
bane. The hou. l11Prnbcr for .::,laryborough 
:-'aid t 11at our cla':~ "tartpd raci1n~· to rob his 
ciao-. If he admits that, the;\ surelv he 
-hon!cl do his best to protect his cln% 'from 
being; robbed. 

~Ir. IYEm: I do net know anythi ,g about 
Jhc lH'Ol>riPtary " stunt." 

:Vlr. :\100H.E: Proprietary rttcing is wo.·sc 
than dub rurinn-. Club racing is ronducte·d 
for the >rort. There arc many people \Yho 
attend ra,,, 3 simply for the sport. In tlK 
<;ountr~y there is a large nurnbcr of people 
"ho do not go to races to het at all. They 
:-;1lnp]y go for the sport of racing. r ou 
r_eY(:'r hPar of anybody going to a pro­
prietary J'aeecom·sc just for sport; it would 
not pay thPm. They have too much running 
expense'· The mere fact of the Go,-ernment 
shirking the responsibility because they arc 
afraid of people insinuating that they are 
acting improperly is not a fair thing. All 
hon. lnomb('rs oppo~ite kno','T exactly ·what 
take" place, 

Mr. IVEIR: :'\o. 

Mr. :YIOORE: The hon. g;entlcrnan does 
not go tn races, and, perhaps, he dot's not 
know. In Brisbane to-day, there is an 
t'xtraor·dinary nun1ber of people getting ihoir 
living in a \Yay that they should not get it. 
That is no good to them and no g;ood to 
the countrv. I give the hon. member for 
Maryhrn·oug.h credit for saying that. if the> 
Government do <loal with the matter, lw 
will not be afraid of a,nv insinuations of 
bribery from outside. I belic,-e that. if the 
Government do attempt to deal with it, the 
hon. member will not be afraid to give his 
support. The hon. member can he as bitter 
as anv man in this Chamber, hut I believe he 
is siti.cere in what he says with regard to 
this matter. 
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Ylr. l'OLLOCK : Does the hon. member not 
think that racing will find its own level 1 

Mr. JI.IOORE: No. It is increasiniT 0verv 
clay, and is not finding its own lc":.·el. 't 
think the only way it will find its own level 
is in this "\Vay-tho rnore people you ruin 
the le''" there will be to attend the races. 

::vir. FOLEY: It is a hitter experience, 

:Yir. MOORE: Whv should this Littr r 
expcricncr' be forced upon the people'! 

1\Ir. FoLEY: They gain this hitter o:peri­
cnce at the Quccmla11d Turf Club racrs which 
the bon. gcntlcrnan is advo,,ating. 

:Ylt. MOORE: Ko. Young- people go to 
these places to gamble who would not other­
wise think of ga1nbling. 

:.VIr. Pr,SE: No Act of Parliament will 
altPr that. 

C\lr. :YlOOHE: The mon' opportunities 
th ,t arc giYen the more people will fttll in. 
L you take a\vay a certain a:llount of Ollpor­
tunity and of corrupt inflncncr"'l, you can 
sa,y to the ])('Jj)lc, ... You arP goi11g to h __ Yc 
sport as clean a•s it is possible to n1ake it. 
nnd yon arc going to have a fair chanre." 
Th~t. is a lliff0rcnt thing al:ogcther. TlH'f(' 
are surnn cours0s where you know that •,·uu 
<ll'C not ·~·oing to get what is right a.~ ;:,{jQll 

•~ ,_, you grt then'. 
Mr, FOLEY: \Vhat courses arc they? 

l\lr. 2viOORE: The unregistc'r(J couL,,f s. 
:\Ir. FoLEY: You get a better deal at 

Knrlron Park than vou do at A cot. Tlw; 
do bring· the jockeyS back at 1\::cclrun \\"he~ 
there is anything •.vrong. 

:\lr. M.OORE: \Ye know that the prizP 
n1one:v is rot :-:uffi.rient. to enablP the pcnplc' 
to kef') racPhor..")Ps and pa:v no':lination fec::-­
and jockeys' cxpenPes. The:;: race bec,t,use 
they can ;n,akc m one:; crookrdl,',. Thry pull 
hor:-.e,,, f·bflen therr1, and deaden thcn1. 

J\.fr. Il.\.RTLEY: ThPro arc n1ore '; dt•ad 
'uns" at Ascot in one dav than in a n1onth at 
Kcdron. ThP hon. ger!tlrman shoulcCl rPad 
"Sporting Life," or any other sporting 
paper, for the last three weeks. 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not want to read 
n Sporting Lift~." The nurnber of racjng­
days is on the inrrease. In the mPtropolit?n 
area last year the number "'", 222. vVc all 
know the class of racing that goP' on. ·what 
-,:Jl't of a race is a three-furlong ur a four­
furlong race to improve the brCcd of race­
horses? It is only a means of gambling. 

Mr. HARTLEY: There arc fiYe-furlong and 
six-furlong races at ,\scot, too. 

::vir. :Y100RE: They ha Ye long- racPs there. 
I have only been to Ascot a couple of times 
in the last two years, and on thos0 two days 
there ,,-ere no races under seven furlong·s. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Doe' the hon. member sav 
that the K0dron Park races do not imprm·c 
the breed of horses? 

Mr. MOOH.E: I do not think 'the·.- do. 
Mr. IIARTLEY: I will show where the horL 

rnem ber is \Yrong. 

:VIr. JI.IOORE: Perhaps the hon. g·rntloman 
will find an excuse now and again. The 
Governinent al'e advancing excuse's for not 
dealing with such a cancCr as this. I-Ion. 
members know perfectly well that sueh a 
cancer as this in our State should lw 
curtailed. 

Mr. WrNSTANLEV: It is a cancer, vet the 
hon. member wants it curtailed? · 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE: Yes. If racing wa1;; cut out 
in one day, look at tho distrcsc 1t wonld 
('ausc. Even under th-- Liquor Act the 
Govcrn~ncnt propose to rr·iyc a C'('l'htin num­
ber of years to prcparC for tlw dosing of 
hotels. The hon. n1en1b0r n~n:ar.rJs thu liquor 
truffle ns a canc_'r, yet ho does not want that 
cut out in a day. 

::vir. HARTLEY : Yes he does. 

:\ir. MOORE : He "Wants it curtailed. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: If the hon. mem­
ber could abolisb racing throughout AuBiralia 
to-morrow, would he do it? 

Mr. ::YIOORE: :'\o; the brood of h01Y,J can 
be in1provcd by i1nproving their stamina and 
pace. 

Mr. 'WEIR: Could a number of youngsters 
be improved by cutting out racing? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes. 
l\lr. "WEIR: Then cut out the lot. 

:Mr. MOORE: I think the breed can be 
improYed. 

Mr. \\"Em: \Yhv does proprietary racing 
matter? ~ 

Mr. MOORE: In my opinion it is the 
,yorst of two evils. Proprietary racing is 
not run in the intcre,ts of sport at all. It is 
a n1on0y-n1aking conc~rn. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: That is the way m·ery bmi­
ncss 1s run. 

Mr. MOOBE: I ha Ye boon to races. and I 
kno'Y' 1ncn -..d1o onlv race becalhC they love 
the sport and decire to improve the br,"cd of 
the horse. I think tlw hon. member· knows 
sm11c of th('rn in his c1ec-Loratc. Tho~c n1cn 
0ndcavou1· to in1provc thr class of horse, and 
the,· c{., serve f'llCouragcment. Can anyone 
~c1:· that the sprinting· races that 've haYc are 
going to do that? 

:Y1r. VOLLOCK: There is not a man in racing 
to-day who hac a.s his objective the improv -
ment of the breed of horses. Ho bkcs to 
own a clnHic .. J ,,·inner and win races. 

JI.IOORE : He ende.1 vours to imprm e 
the s of horse becaucc h? knmvs that 
the:;- will bring a goo-d price and that he will 
be able to make n1onc.. I le pnck avours to 
breed horses for a spcci'f1c purpose. \Ye ha\" 
breeders in this State who do that. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: They try to breed horses 
that they know will win races. 

Mr. MOORE: Naturallv. If he can 
improve the horses so that 'they \vill possess 
a iinc stamina and arc of a type that can 
run long distances, it is all the beacr for 
him, because he will get a better price for 
them. I would like to soc the Government 
take hold of this question 1'<)3"ar·dless of the 
consequences. I think it is up to them to 
take the responsibility on their shoulders. 

(The bell indicated that the hon. member 
had exhausted the time allowed him by the 
Standing Orders.) 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fit."roy): I would like 
to put the hon. member right in the com­
paris0l1 he has drawn betv een proprietary 
racing a,, conducted in Brisbane and club 
racing. In club racing most of the committee 
own horses, and the stewards and other 
employees on the cours·e are controlled by the 
owners of horses who are the committee, and 
it is going to be a very stiff-backed, strong­
minded man who is going to take action if he 

[.Mr. Moore. 

thinks anything is wrong on a club course 
wh,n he knows that ho may be sacked next 
day for dealing with it. I have been both 
to the Kedron Park course and to the 
(~uecnsland Turf Clnh cour-c. bnL I have been 
oftene1· to the Queensland Turf Club cour .c, 
and I have never seen a jockey recalled at 
t.ho Queensland Turf Club conn"'· I have 
SC'Pn a well-kr:;o"\vn horse, the propert\- of one 
of the biggc ,t O"\\'ners, go out on Satur·day 
und run an absolute duffer, and another hor3C, 
the prupL'rty cf a 'trugglir~g owner, go out on 
the ~an1c da-· i.a another raec and run an 
absolntc dufier. and on the following Monday 
both horses win races. Then the little-known 
owner 1.vas brought up for an explanation for 
the inconsistent running) anll the big owner 
had nothing said to him. The matter was 
made, prominent in the papers at the time, 
and it showed that in the nee-os whore clubs 
are controlled bv the so-called amateurs the 
sport is not as c'ican as it oup;ht to be. On(-': 
reason for that is b2causn tho e1nployoc ·l are 
controlled by the owners. 

:\1r. VowLES: \Vould not Govommcn~ con­
trol get over that? 

Mr. HARTLEY: Xo. The onlv way to 
control racing and proven~~ &raiubfing i.s. to 
abolish it altogether. \Ve h .,vo lav;s against 
gambling now and we cannot prevent it. 

Mr. IvlOORE: The Government encourag"e 
gan1bling. 

l\Ir. F .• \. COOPER: That is another of those 
innuendoes. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You know that the Home 
Secretary ,;,ave instructions to the whole of 
the police that g"ambling was to be stopped. 

JI,Ir. IL\RTLEY: There is no use in h•wing· 
anv humbug over this matter. There arc 
half a dozcm men at least in this House who 
go down to the racecourse and haYe a '"bit'' 
on some racc, so what is the use of talking· 
about gambling'! We all like a bit of a 
hazard. It is the love of adventure that 
catHl , many of us to put a little money on 
a hazard. \Vhy, men gamble y ith their 
live(:', on a hazard. It is no u-- ,. r11en getting 
ur hore nnd saying 1.vc should prevP.'lt gam­
bling when thev haxc .a bet on a racf~ thcrn­
sel ves. It is just as well to be fair ami 
l10ne"t. The position at Kodron Park is 
ab,wlutely different to what it is at Ascot. 
\Vr0n controls Kedron, and I do not think 
it is a good thing that he shoul-d be a:lowod 
to make the big money that he does. He 
is rnakjng big 1noncy, and '0 do those~ "' ho 
control othet sports. The? difference is that 
the men employed at Kodron Park aro the 
son-ants of \Yren, and they hayo to adjust 
\Ycig-hts equitably so as not io g-ivL' undue 
preference to any 0"\A"ner. If they think 
there is an,,thing wrong they put up a 
jockey who rides with the club's colours, and 
that ;-crv often reverses the result. Thev 
have frequently brought a horse back and 
changed the jock<"y. I have neYer soell 
that done at the Queensland Turf Club course 
or at Albion Park. 

\Vith regard to the queotion "-hethcr pro­
priotar:,· racing has improved the breed of 
horses, the hon. member showed that he is 
an absolute novice in this matter in face 
of the example the Tacing patrons have had 
in Brisbane in the last two or three months. 
Two or three months ago it was thought 
if you could not win at Ascot you should 
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take your horee to Albion Park, and attention has been dra ,vn to the arm 
then, if he did not show good enough there, of hazardry, I think there are other evils in 
take him over to Kooron awl he will sweep the community that we might 
the course, A lot of people had the ideq [2 p.m.] easily have something to say 
that the horses at Kcd~·on Park could nUt about. rrhcr·e is no objection 
run anything but thrce-furlollg races. \Vhat to a man having a little flutter on a race-
was the result 9 So soon as the Quecndand course or anywhere else; bLlt tln danb er is 
Turf Club removed the diequaliiication ior that it may get into a habit and become the 
unregi~tcrcd hor,:es the bcttors, pariicu]arl:, n1ain occupation of a man. In cvnnection 
the heavy bettors, got the biggest sh•Jck with the crooked arm of h .r,ardry, which is 
they had had for a Ycry long ti1nc. It is n1ore often exercised on tt racccour8o than 
well known that about 50 per cent. of the anything else, wo have developed something 
horses at Kcdron Park that came over into else. \Vo have developed the clutching hand 
the registered fold absolutely ran the lily- of usury and the staring eyes of wizardry, 
white amateur horses off their fed. Thev '' hirh arc something allied to the scene we had 
Yerv often won four or fil-e races out of th~ in the Chamber this morning, when we had 
pro-gramme in one day. That goes to show the bare-faced cheek of innuendo. I know of 
that thoro is verv little difference in the nothing more shocking than the innuendoes 
stamina and speed of the horses, whether we had to listen to in the Chamber this 
they run ut proprietary courses or not. mormng. However, I think we ha Ye thrown 

The loader of the Opposition said that he down a chaJ.lcngo which ought to be definite 
knew a bookmaker who had giyon £ 10 105_ enough to clear the whole maUcr up ono way 
to be given to this Government in order to or the other. I heard racing referred to this 
preVeCJt a Bill dealing with propriet. ry rac- mornir c; as a cancer. If there is something 
ing being brought in. That is tho onlv -.: .. :rong vYith racing, let us doal with it like the 
tangible ,.,,·.toment we haYe had yet, and ·r medical man deals with a c:mcer patient who 
pledge the hon. member m:· vote and my comes to him. First and foremost, he would 
support, and aleo the upport of the hon. examine his patient carefully, and, if an 
Inernbcr for Maryborough and all other hon. operation '\\. :ts neces·_.ary, he '\vould prepare 

1hc way. It would need to bo a desperate 
1nembers on this side '\Yho, by their inter- L 150 indeed for hiln to grab the patient by 
~~;~ln~ ~-~ti~~of~~:'gth:f ,~~p~;:;fm~,~~g0~ 01~ the nape of the neck and throw him on to the 

I C operating table before he could 'UY, " Jack 
Se ect ommittee to inquire into that charge, Robinson." Let us examine this evil, and 
or. if necessarv, a Hoval Con11ni~sion to if it is wrong, ruthlessly cut out that ·wrong. 
inquire into it t~} enable him to support that I mu:< confe.,s that I am not a great 0\uthority 
statement by producing the man hero. Then upon the hon . I have never been to a race-
we will see how mattN· stand. If he doe· course in Brisbane. and I do not know whether 
not bring it forward I ,·ill brand him a John '\Yrcn owns th0 racecourse or whether 
coward for making a charge under the privi- ;he racecourse owns John \Vron, so that I 
!eg0 of this Houcce, and a quib and a fPud. ronnot speak as one having authority. But 
That is his onlv alternative. He h:;, mad' I hav·e 01118 knowledge of what a man with 
tho charge, and I pled.;_~·c hjm 1ny support a cork o:ve can see in big citic", like Brisbane 
and the support of hon. members here if h,, in matters like racing. You cannot tell me 
will move for tho appointnu:nt of a Sol0et that it i'c~ an excellent thing or 3, good thing 
Committee. for 1hc State to have racing 0Vf'ry day in the 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (BNm, r): I do not \\·cek. If it is a good thing to ·have racing 
know that the pledging of the support of every day in the week, foofball is a much 
any hon. member of this Houso i_, going to clea.ner and better sport, and why cannot we 
e-et us any further, because we alnad" know have football <•ven· day in the week 1 If 
the valuo of the evidence of the leader of foott·'tll is a good- thing every day in the 
the Opposition. It i, like the eYidence of a week, I am in favour of having crickc• every 
certain young man as to when the war v:ould day in the week, because I like it bcHer than 
end. With a little alteration, wo might very football, and it is a clcann- SJ1ort that foot-
well put it this way- ball. You cannot con v-ine.) 1110 that racing 

"Actual evidence have I none, 
But my aunt's garde-ner's sister' 3 son 
Heard a man in Eel,, arc! street 
Say to the 'John Hop' on tho beat 
That he had a friend who k .. ew the 

rnen 
Who took the' dough' from Mr. \Vron." 

That is about the depth and ctreng-th of the 
charge made b:- the lerrdor of the Opposition. 
I take no notico of it, o>· of tlw whisperings 
of the hon. member for Murilla. In this 
matter we are inclined to get away from th~ 
real point of the debate. I do not think the 
point of the debate is whether one club recalls 
a jockey and puts np ""nothr'r jockey, or 
V.'hcther a club runs three-furlong or trm. 
furlong races. \Vhat we have to consider is 
whether racing is of benefit to t,ho State or 
not. It is not a cjubtion of whether someone 
puts a " bob" on a hor,,e or not. So far as 
that is concerned, I suppose most people put 
a few shillings on a horse at· one time or 
another. Most people like a bit of a hazard. 
I wish to goodness we would be a little 
more frequent in our condemnation of 
other abuses-such as usury. vVhile 

is a good thin,7, and that, b0cnuse it is a goC!d 
thing. we are entitled to have it every ·day m 
the week. The Committee cannot put it ·down 
my throat that, if the people like to do it, we should let them do it, and that you cannot 
stop them if you want to do it. Thoro are 
heaps of people in this commnnity who war•tcd 
to trade after hourf', but it was stopped; and 
there ,,.e heaps of peonlo who want to nm 
s[v-gro .· shop'<, and we will not let them. 
Ther• ~re heaps of people who would like to 
buY that sort of liquor, but we will not let 
them buv it. \V e say that it is not g-ood for 
them. There are heaps of things that can 
be controlle-d bv law. We c:tnnot make people 
!'ood by Act of Parliament, but we c·m make 
them decent. 

Mr. FLETCHER: vVhv don't you do some­
thing in regard to racing? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I am in Lv·onr of 
it. I do not say that racing- is tlw onlv 
cyil. There arc heaps of other eyi]s th,;t 
we have to contend with. and that have 
takrn up our attention. Our time has been 
fully occupied. I do not know any flovern­
ment in Australia that can show such a long 

Mr. F. A. Coopm·.] 
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list of accomplished measure', as this Govern­
nwnt can show since it can1e into power. 
The Government have been doing things. If 
racing· is an evil, as I am convinced it is, 
and if we can find out that it is an evil, 
then wo will readily and quicldy do some­
thing. If the only obstaclo in the way is 
that' we cannot got .omeono \vho is game 
ro t •.ke control of it for fear that ho will 
be told that he accepts bribes, then I am 
prepare-! to take tho job on. I ill tell 
the Minder that, if he thinks that we 
ought to have someone to allot the number 
of rA..cing days, th' n I am prepared to take 
that job on and sco t.h,tt fLir play is given 
irt the a]loca•ion of the racing days. I do 
not 1nind "\Yh:-tt anyone rnight ~-n.y r. l>o'.lt me 
in the 111atter of td\::ing n, brib('. I haYe 
never been offcrf'c1 a bribe, and I \Vould 
not take ono if I \Vere offered it. Bribery 
ma:-· be a common thing. but it does not 
, , orry n1e. I can got an ho11est li ... ing even 
1 f it is only to tak:e control of racing and 
allot the munbcr of days. Tf our part:· 
('annot take control of raciug bcc:.ouse it can­
not find anyone who will take charge of it, 
fm fear that an alk-:;ation will be thrown 
a!· him that .he is doi;;g it for money, then 
I am pn')Jared to take it on. Is racing 
an c•yil ? \Ve know ihat a lot of people 
ho1d1n:-r high po·;itions in the Svat~ att0nd rac 
nwcting'·.. Only recently, wbcn \VC were enter­
t'lining Royalty in Queensland, I rcn1en1ber 
that our RoYal yisitor 1vas driven £ron1 
Parlian1cut !-louse to A"l'Ot in n rnotor~<'ar. 
\Yhilc nt Ascot he rcrcivecl a tip from the 
Trea··uror of the day, the Hon. John .:"irthur 
Fihelly. and l hc.rd that he said after­
w.,rds that the tip was a bud one and he 
lost his money. It is a good job that the 
Prin-cC' did not \vagcr his rro\'- n because 
ir would ho.ve bNn a terrible thing if he 
had lost his crown, although I La ve read 
that king~ have lo~t their -cro\vns for lf 
than that. If it is a good thing for the 
Prince to go to a race rrwetlng, Burely to 
g-oodnc-,3 it is good enough for a labourer 
tc go to a race Inccting. r:rh0rc is an opc11 
lnfPrPnce in the ren1arks of hon. me1nbc-rs 
oppo~ite that it is all right when "o1ne 
peDp1o ~o to a race n1ecting 1 but the labourer 
~hould not \VU'·tc- his substance Qll racjng at 
all. 

::Yh. FLETCHER: The raring should be 
limited. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Ho··- far arc ::ou 
going to lin1it it? To vYha-L dc~reo will you 
go'? Efo\v far do·wn are you going· to li1nit 
raring·: It is like telling a man that drink­
ing is an e\·il; but how far arc :~ou going 
to limit him'! 'The proper thing is to limit 
him clown to nothing. I want to get this 
patient into n1y consulting-roon1. I \vant to 
tap him on the chest and ask him to say 
'' 9; 9; 9." I want to ask hin1 to take 
·J. deep breath so that I can find out what is 
wronf! with him. Let us find out what is 
wrong- with racing; and, if v .. ~e find out 
that thoro is anything wrong \Yith it, let us 
<lea! with iL \Ve have a class of people 
in the community who have too much leisure. 
If wo did not have a leisured class in the 
communitv, vce would not have a chss that 
is looking for some \vay to fill in their 
time from Monday morning till Saturday 
night. 

:\1r. BR\XD: You arc hitting some of your 
o\vn supporters. 

Mr F. A. COOPER: I cannot help that. 
I am quite fearless in that regard. I do 

[Mr. J?. A. Cooper. 

r::ot regulate my speeches according to the 
number of votces I got. If I did that, I 
\\-ould never make a speech in this House 
a~ all. I hclienJ that the GoYcrnmont should 
make a c.tart in connection with thi., matter 
and be honest and straight-forward enough 
to deal with it. I sa v that we ha vc a 
leisured class in the" cm;mmnitv who fill in 
their iimo in this \Vav. \Ve have another 
<'hs' th:1t has no leisure, but who fill in their 
tin1c working fron1 n1orning to night. scheln­
ing, rir.:,- .. )ng things, rnaking "crook 'uns," 
IY(aking "clcad'uns "--

Mr. BRAXD: \Vith stenogro.pheL, behind 
the scre,•n. 

l\Ir. F. A. COOPER: In connection with 
raf'ing· there jg an an1ouut of scoundrelisnr 
going:-on that js astonishing. It is aot sufficient 
for 1110 to be told tLat we should encourage 
horscrncing becau;o it hell>:< the farn1pr·". If 
wn cannot ESO horses for so1nc better pur­
pose than running round a track, ;·;]1:7, bless 
,,,,, heart and soul 1 the highc-t ideal we could 
have would bo that all of us .,houlcl be 
p1·oprictor3 of rncrry-go-rou11ds. They arc 
L'Yoda~tingly going, round. If thnt is the 
f;Taucl idHl .. let u~ all have rnerry-go-rounds. 

.Mr. ED\\'ARDS: \Yhy do you not start 1 

.'11r. F .. \. COOPER: I bdie:c that I could 
rrwke a fortune i£ I did, and if I coul\I get tlH~ 
hm:. rnember for ~ ... c1nang1) as rn . .i nraiiager. 
It rs ne~ the rnere fact that in raciug a nunl­
hE-:1 of hor::;cs run round a truck and onn 
w~us that is t!1o evil. The g-rc~t cv1l occurs 
with these s1de-growths~"·hi~perers. b:J01:­

Jnakers, " .snide" agents, a11d all the other 
people who rnako a ljving out of it. If that is 
a high ideal for thi-, part)' to ;-:upport, I arn 
snrpris£ d. I do not think that am· oi us 
can say that any of these people cu;rtribut" 
an~·thing to the substantial \, calth of the 
con!mnnity, and that is the aspect fron1 
y. luch I look at lt. Aro th0 le' pr".1ple crP(tting 
v ny ,,·ea] th? Arc they doing an:ythinv for 
pc':tcrity? Ale they tr,,nding t) rnakc us 
better· people'? Are they working· in thn 
direc'·ion of n1aking the fnturc anv rnorP 
secure'? Of course they are not. lf ""~.,;P { ou]ci 
get our l)Copl·o to paj as n1uch att.,ntiou to 
j)oJitical ( ·~onomy as they Jo to " picklng 
the crtrds ;, for Saturday, our troubles would 
be soh-eel. Ou1· unfortunate nosition i.< that 
01n· cc:non1 ic pof:ition is snch.~ and our cxist­
cnco is such a weak thing, thut there 1s no 
sepurity about it, and we takP any ibk 
opportunity v,.·c can get to nHtke 1noro 
secure. and if we can do that h:v putting a 
'' tcnner" on so and so, and leaving the course 
with £100 in our pocket, wo feel all the 
better for it. If we had a community so 
aljve to its own interests that it sa\v ~that 
ev-erybody had a decent opportunity, that 
the future of evervbodv was f ccurc. there 
'".o~ ld be no need for fl~nyot;o to ;;ud~e. pr~; 
Y.1~1on for next \Ve~k by r~nnrng, a ,st1fl un 
th1"- \Yeek or baclnng a '· d1'ad un. or any­
thing of that nature. If we had a community 
which could make the future' secure for cv-cry­
bodv, v e could have our races and our other 
sports on Saturday, and the winners would 
gM. as in the days of old, a laurel \\Teath. 
and that would be sufficient. And when we 
haYc enough con1n1on sense and vi~ion to see 
that the great thing is to make the futm:o 
secure. WC' shall have the courage to put th1s 
thing ~n the table and cut from it that which 
i'l c:msing all the trouble. 

::\Ir. EDiVARDS (Xannngo): I am at 
one with the hon. member in a lot of the 
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;argunwnts he has used in this Chamber this 
afternoon. Whilst I have no objection to 
racecour _.os or racing, I believe that, as 
rerncs•'llh1tivcs of tho people, we need to 
consider Yer:v seriously whether racing in our 
State has not gone too far. In my opinion 
it ha,, for reasons which I will give. In the 
.first place, \Ye ha.ve in racing a wonderful 
waste of capital and men. I think hon. mem­
bers opposite will admit that there are many 
men following· qcing to-day who have no 
other occupabon in life. l'\o one will say 
that that is best in the interests of the State. 
But that is only ono phase of the question. 
\Vhile wo have these thousands following rac­
ing as their occupation, it Inu::;t mean that 
thousands of pounds are involved in the rac­
ing circle. and not in any way being devoted 
towards the development of the State. The 
time has come when the Government should 
take some steps to control the racing of this 
State. 

There is another tendenev which affects 
dctrinwntally the dcYelopment of the State. 
\Vhon there is racing practically every day 
in the J,wtropolitan area, it has the tendency 
to dmw the population from the country to 
the metropolitan area. ::Vlany men would be 
very 1nnch b8tter engaged, and very much 
mDre healthy, if they wer<> doing some work 
in the interests of the State in country 
district .. 

Mr. \V. COOPEH: Does that apply to your 
elector"te? 

:Wr. J~DW ARDI::l: I do not know whether 
it applies to my electorate any more than it 
does to the hon. member's electorate. The 
man who make9 a practicB of going from 
cours0 to course, getting his living by that 
means. is of no benefit to this State other 
than in re,pect of what he oats and wears. 
I do not think anyone will say that that is 
a good 1hing. It has been mentioned that 
raring has a d~gr?-ding influence on the rising 
generation of children. In the trams, in the 
trains, nr on the strEet, wherev"r you go in 
the metropolitan area, the first thing that 
seems to be in the minds of the majority 
of people is, " \Vhat is going to win on 
Saturda:v or \Vedn<"'day." Katurally. that 
n1u-,,t haYc a degrading effQct on young 
<'hildrcn. 

Mr. liARTLEY: You gamble on whether it 
i~ going to rain to-morrovl or next year. 

lUr. EDWARDS: It. would be a good thing 
if sometiL1es it rained on the hon. member; 
a damp cloth would do him a lot of good. 
It would be more fitting if the hon. member 
thought seriously about some of these things, 
and considered whether it would not bo 
better to take some action in the intcre.ts of 
the ch1ldren. I believe that racing has 
gone too far, and that the majority of 
people in Queensland are taking too great 
an intcnJt in it. It would be far better if 
their energies were directed towards adYanc­
ing the 1\"elfare of the people of the State. 
Hon. members opposite are continually telling 
u-. that we will ne,-er get on to those benches. 
If that is so, I hope the Government will 
take steps at once to introduce legislation in 
the interests of the people and the develop­
ment of the State-particularly the country 
districts-legislation which will drive people 
from th<> large centres to the country and 
placP them in useful occupations. That is 
not the only question. There must be a huge 
sum continually circulating in racing circles 
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throughout Queensland which conld be much 
better employed in developing the empty 
spaces in the outer districts of our country. 

J\lr. RIORDAN (Burke): J\ly reason for 
rising is to let hon. members opposite know 
that this Government do things in the.ir own 
time. In connection with the bribery charge 
or the charge about money supposed to have 
been contributed by John Wren, I would 
say that people who deal in those kinds of 
tra us actions, n.o doubt, a-re suspicious of 
others. Another hon. gentleman also made 
a charge about a bookmaker having told him 
that he had contributed ten guineas to some 
fund. I, as one of the members of this 
party, am prepared to allow my banking 
account to be investigated-it will stand any 
amount of inYestigation. I am sure that, if 
some of my Christian friends-as the hon. 
member for Maryborough called them-on 
the other side were to see my banking 
account, they would be anxious to contribute 
a little towards my electioneering expenses. 
I think that the hon. member for Murilla 
and the leader of the Opposition endeavoured 
to make members of this party suspicious of 
somebody higher up in controL 'rhe anxiety 
shown by the Opposition on this occasion 
makes me a little suspicious of that article 
or that smoke screen which appeared in the 
"Dail;.- Mail "-a paper which John Wren 
once controlled. Whether he does control 
that paper at the present time I am not in 
a position to say. The article referred to 
Mr. Wren leaving Melbourne. Are hon. 
members opposite trying to get the control 
of racing for the Queensland Turf Club? 
This throttling of proprietary racing in order 
to give it another name was carried out in 
W e'tern Australia some time ago, when pro­
prietary clubs were white-washed and all 
the unregistered horses were taken over by 
the registered clubs. Before Mr. Wren 
v.isited Brisbane, the unregistered courses 
wore white-washod, showing conclusively 
that Mr. \Vren, or whoever controls pro­
prietary racing, fears that this Government 
are going to take some action in that regard .. 
\Ve saw a general white-washing of the 
unregistered courses. I do not think for one 
moment that this Government are going to 
neglect their duty in that regard. They will 
deal with that matter in good time. We 
heard hon. members opposite t·.,-itting this 
Gov<ermnent some time ago about the Upper 
House. Do you know what action was taken 
in regard to that? I feel sure that the 
Government will take some action in regard 
to racing and at a time when hon. members 
opposite least expect it. vVe know that the 
friends of hon. members opposite in the 
Federal Parliament are not sincere in regard 
to doing away with this cancer-as they call 
it-of proprietary racing. Whether the rac­
ing is under the control of a club or a 
proprietor is a matter Df indifference. They 
talk about the urger and the whisperer, and 
the class who are the victims of society. 
What do they call this great racing game? 
Tho sport of kings ! And the kings are 
responsible for the class who are hangers-on. 
The·,. are not the only " crooks " in the 
game. I remember one of the Queonsland 
Turf Club committee having a lwrse which 
ran second, and a battler had a },orse called 
" Hoyden," which ran first. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Vhich one were you on? 

Mr. RIORDAN: I had a " bit " on both. 
(Laughter.) I am not going to attack that 
unfortunate class who haye been brought 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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into existence bv the class who first initiated 
racing. It was 'not this party who did it. 
IV e see the spectacle of boys taking 4 or 
5 lb. weight off in order to ride a horse 
fo;· some leading sporL who happens to 
have a good thing going, and which he 
has "bottled up " for some time in order 
to get a good price and take the public 
down. J'<o mention is made of the jockey 
boys working in this industry. \Vhat sort 
of accommodation is provided for the 
employee'' in this game? Those boys are 
badly treated. The racing game, whether it 
be from a Kedron Park point of view or 
Ascot point of view, is all the same. I am 
not going to say racing is a bad thing, but 
I say that there is too much racing in the 
metropolitan area. I am not going to be a kill­
joy, one of those who want to knock a man 
off smoking. I go along to Kcdron Park if 
it suits me. I am like the hon. member for 
::Ylaryborough-if a thing suits me, I go there. 
I go to Ascot or Albion Park just as the fit 
strikes me. If hon. members opposite can 
convince me that racing is a cancer and we 
must cut it out, I will support them in 
cutting it out. 

Mr. JVIOORE: \Vhat is the good of convinc­
ing you if your party are against it? 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. gentleman has 
no reasons for making that statement. 

:vir. VoWLES : IV e know that everything is 
agreed to in your caucus, and then you have 
to support it unanimously. 

:\lr. RIORDAN: You only got the loader­
ship of your party by one vote. (Govern­
ment laughter.) You only had a majority 
of one over the hon. member for Port Curtis. 
who deserted from the Nationalists. (Laugh­
ter.) When the proxy vote was under dis­
cussion the hon. member for Normanby, who 
left these benches and crossed over to the 
other side, was ono of those who told the 
leader of the Opposition that he di·d not go 
to the Country party to keep the Labour 
party in po\ver by giving " pairs "-ho 
joined the Country party to defeat the 
Labour party. Six or seven country mem­
bers in their caucus voted for the proxy 
vote. If the hon. gentleman wants any more 
secrets about his caucus he will get them. 
!Laughter.) M.:· Yote in caucus is always 

given as 1ny conscie:nco dictates. 
[2.30 p.m.] I am sent here by the people I 

represent to carry out a definite 
platform, and when I can no longer support 
that platform I will go to those people and 
tell them so. I will not do like hon. mem­
bers opposite-change my mind without giv­
ing the pcopk an opportunity of asking why 
I have done so. I have no doubt that the 
Government will take some action in the 
direction of limiting the number of racing 
dan; but I hope that they arc not going to 
hand over the control of racing to the 
Queensland Turf Club. I am like the hon. 
member for Brcmer. If the Government are 
afraid of the innuendoes of the kind we 
heard thrown across the Chamber this morn­
ing and decide to take over the control of 
racing, I will certainly be an applicant for 
a position in connection with allotting the 
days of racing if there should be a vacancv, 
and I can give my assurance that I will 
put the Queensland Turf Club, a.s well as 
rmy other monopoly, in their place. 

Mr. MAXIYELL (Toowong): The attitude 
f have taken up since I have come into the 
House is that some restrictions should be 

[Mr. Riordan. 

placed upon racing. at any rate, in the 
metropolitan area. The J\,finister wiil remem­
ber that when the nuisance of street betting 
was rampant in the city-and it is rampant 
to a certain extent at the present time-I 
asked the hon. gentleman certain questions, 
and he told the House that, as soon as the 
opportunity offered, the matter would receive 
attention. This is a matter which ought to 
bo discussed in a non-party way. 

The ATTORNEY-GI;NERAL: The Home Secre­
tary has taken action in regard to that. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am fully aware that 
the Home Secretary has exercised his powers 
in connection with the police to curb the 
evil to some extent. Owing to legal entangle­
ments, it was impossible to deal with certain 
individuals when thev were betting in lanes 
i!I the area; but when they concentrated their 
efforts in a little shop, th~y could be dealt 
with. It is not the use of the thing that 
is a curse, but the abuse of it. I venture 
to say that there is not a man in this Cham­
ber but must be fully alive to the serious­
uess of this question. There was a time 
when it was not so noticeable, when, perhaps, 
there were one or two days during the month 
on which horseracing took place. It is said 
that horscracing is the sport of kings. All 
that I have to say about it is that it is 
degenerating into the sport o~ ~oafers. I have 
seen the regrettable condJtwn of thmgs 
which is taking place in our communit::. I 
have seen boys and girls with their six­
pences and shillings going to the street 
bcttors with a view to putting their money 
upon a horse that is running. If those 
horses were not running on those days, there 
would not be the opportunity for these young 
people to waste their mone:y in such a. 
manner. \Ye find that there rs horseracmg 
nearly every day in the week,_ and it is 
breeding a race of degenerates m our com­
munity. It is all very well to say that _by 
allowing this we prevent a monopoly bemg 
exercised by another mcing clu):l. Surely. 
the Government can do somethmg m thrs 
matter? They have opportunities_of inq:'irin_g 
into the best methods of deulmg wrth 1t 
and preventing the growth of this cancer in 
our midst. 

At 2.35 p.m., 
Mr. PoLLOCK (Grc(Jory), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL : Some hon. members 
Oflposite have said that, if it could be shown 
that the community were in jeopardy 
through horseracing. they would. be quite 
prepared to assist to prevent this menace 
from getting a grip on the commumty. They 
are at one with hon. members on this side 
in that respect, which shows that this. is 
not and should not be, a party questwn. 
On~ hon. member opposite said proprietary 
racing was brought into existence when a 
previous Government occupied the Treasury 
benches. I do not know about that. but the 
fact remains that this is a menace to our 
community; and, irrespective of what 
Government were in power when it was 
brought into existence, if in tho opinion 
of the people it is wrong, it is our duty to 
trv and remow, the evil. How manv young 
people have slipped and fallen by the way­
side through the opportunities given to them 
everv day to spend 2s. or 3s. ? If they go 
down to Ascot, the opportunity is not so 
great for them to squander 6d.. ls., or 
2s. 6d. ; but in other branches of racing the 
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opportunities are there for them. IV e know 
of some fine young men who have slipped 
and have paid the penalty for wrong-doing 
i•1 Boggo road, or somewhere else. I would 
ask the Attorney-General to try to remove 
the temptation from tho people. I have a 
case in my mind of a young man who was 
employed in a bank. He was well connected, 
and had a young wife and a baby. He got 
infatuated with this cursed Kedron Park, 
and put his hand into the till. He started 
with a shilling, and went on and on until 
he ended in Boggo road. 

Mr. RIORDAN : What about the banker who 
stole thousands, and afterwards became a 
member of the Victorian Stock Exchange? 

Mr. MAXI'VELL : If a man commits. a 
criminal act, he has a right to be· punished 
for it. The hon. member for Bremer to-day 
gave what, in my opinion, is good advice 
to the. Goverr:ment, and I hope that he will 
back It _up m caucus-that is, whe1·e the 
opportumty offers to tempt a young man or 
woman to fall, the temptation should be 
removed. I would be wanting in my duty 
as. the representative of a metropolitan con­
stituency were I not to impress upon the 
Attorney-General the desirability of carry­
mg out the pledge that he gave when I raised 
!he point some time ago, when I asked him 
If he would inquire into the matter and see 
if it is not possible to remove from our 
midst a class of people that this city can do 
better without. 

Mr. WIKSTANLEY (Queenton): I have 
one or two casual n~marks to n1ake on this 
subject, although I cannot say that I know 
anything about. racing from experience. It 
has been said that. when a man learns from 
his own <>xperience, he is 50 per cent. wise; 
but, :when he . learns from other people's 
expenence, he IS 100 per cent. wise. I have 
been listening to the arguments of hon. mem­
bers oppostte. While the Opposition have been 
ur(l"ing :m th? Government the necessity of 
domg- somcthmg to curtail proprietary rac­
mg, It IS a well~known fact that, if they could 
ha,ve managed It, they would have prevented 
the Government doing anything at all in 
connection with racing or anything else. The 
hon. gentleman who just sat down said he 
was not concerned about what other Govern­
n,ent' did or did not do, but the present 
Gcn-ernment should do something in this 
matter. That shows the insincerity of hon. 
members opposite. Hon members opposite 
sat behind a Government for years that 
would n~t deal with racing, but practically 
fost:~od It &nd. provided facilities and oppor­
tumtws to register these people and institute 
proprietary racing in Queensland. It is 
easier. to. prevent something taking place 
than 1t IS to cure it when once it gets a 
start. \Vhatever hon. nwmbers opposite may 
say, thev are responsible to a very large 
extent for what exists at the present time, 
because the Government they sat behind 
allowed it to get into the State and now 
it is difficult to deal with it. On~ argument 
of an hon. member opposite was that racing 
'"'s a good thing because horses ate fodder. 
If that is all that he has to support his 
argument. it is not much. Another argu­
ment was that racing would help to breed 
Letter horses. but there is not much in 
that argument either. It is no use saying 
that people go in for racing for the sake 
of breedmg hor ,es, because ninety-nine out 
of every 100 people who go in for racing 
do it for entirely different reasons. They 

d? it for the purpose of ~aking money out 
of 1t. They do not go m for racino- for 
the purpose of selling their horses but for 
the purpose of gambling. Hon. members 
oppos1te talk about the breed of horses· 
but what I want to know is "What kind 
of character does it breed?" The hon. member 
for :Wurilla, in the course of his speech was 
full of innuendoes and suggestions ~bout 
bribery. Does not that sort of talk belong 
to the rncocourse 'I It seems to me that his 
speech and the speech of the leader of the 
Opposition were both evidence that to some 
extent they are demoralised by going to the 
races, ?ecause that is .the sort of thing they 
come mto contact With on the racecourse 
every day. The hon. member for Dalby 
thrc>w out innuendoes, but, when he was 
challenged to prove what he said, he refused 
to. do anything of the kind. Is not that 
8Yidence of what takes place on the race­
course? I admit that it is neces,ary to do 
something in connection with racing. 

Mr. VowLES: Tell us why the Bill was 
dropped as soon as John \Vren went away. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The hon. membe1· 
for Aubignv said that racing is something 
like . a can~er, but he is not prepared to 
rut It out altogether. He merely wants to 
limit it. The hon. gentleman must know 
what would happen in the case of cancer 
if you tried to limit it instead of cutting it 
out. If it is a cancer, then the only thing 
to do is to cut it out altogether, but there 
1s scarcely a member on the other side 
who would be prepared to go that far. 

Mr. MooRE: No, there is not. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: There is come doubt 
abo_ut their sincerity when they suggest that 
racmg should be controlled at the present 
time. What has been said on this vote is 
like ''hat has been said on other votes. 'I'hev 
are more concerned about having a waddv 
to beat the Government with than they are 
about the morals of the people outside. 

Mr. MooRE: You are wrong. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I admit that there 
i'l room for much difference of opinion on 
this question of racing, indeed, quite a 
variet~· of opinions have been expressed by 
hon. members on this Committee. The hon. 
mc>mber for Maryborough took up the atti­
tude that, so long as it did not affect him 
hP was entirely unconcerned about th~ 
effect it had on tho people. I cannot take 
up that attitude. (Hear, hear!) I cannot 
get away from the fact that I am to a 
certain extent responsible for what t<tkes 
place in the community. \Ye are all to 
some extent responsible for the conduct of 
the community in which we live, and we 
should help by our example as well as by 
precept. If we cannot make people better 
by Act of Parliament, then what are we 
here for? Is not that the whole sum 
and substance of our legislation? If 
everybody did the right thing, there 
"-ould be no necessity to pass any legis­
lation at all. We ar·e told that in olden 
days every man did what was right. If 
every one did what is right to-day, there 
would be no necessity for legislation, and 
no necessity for policemen. \Yhat are we 
trying to do every day in the week? IV e 
want to try to do the right thing, and we 
pass legislation and placP it on the statute­
book in order to make people do the right 
thing. We are alwa.ys trying to make people 
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clo good. and that is why we pass legislative 
.enactme;.,ts. I am opposed to exploitation 
in all directions. I am always opposed to 
the master class exploiting the workers. I 
am opposed to the worker being exploited 
anywhere and at any time and under any 
circumstances. There is no doubt that those 
who are regarded by some as the cream of 
the community go to race meetings. We 
know that Royalty attends race meetings. 
It is said that racing is the sport of kings. I 
should say let kings indulge in that sport 
and support it if they choose, but I do not 
think it is a wise thing for working men. 
Perhaps theFe may be some to whom it will 
not do much harm, but there are others 
who I think are unwise to have anything 
tu ·do with race meetings. They are unwise 
in spending their hard earned money-and 
it is hard earned-with very little prospect 
of getting anything back for it. Some one 
said that, if the workers stayed away from 
race meetings and refused to speculate on 
racehorses, the racecourse would not last 
very long. There is no doubt that the 
workers are the people who support racing, 
and they are the people who are taken down. 
Some one writing on this subject in Mel­
bourne, said that at the Melbourne Cup 
there was one "cup" and 10,000 "mugs." 
There is no doubt about that. Generally 
speaking, it is the working man who is the 
"mug." If I could by any means save him 
from being the " mug " in this or any other 
matter, my vote would go in that direction; 
but I doubt the sinceritv of the statements 
·of hon. members opposite that they want to 
<:lo something to help the community and 
improve its morals, when they just sit idly 
by when they have the opportunity to act, 
and when it is a well-known fact that they 
have tried to prevent this Government dur­
ing the present session from putting legisla­
tion on the statute-book. The Government, 
like all other Governments, will, no doubt, 
take steps in this direction in their own time 
and in their own way, but I am quite satis­
fied that the real remedy will not be to 
tinker with it or curtail it. It does seem 
to me t.hat in Brisbane in narticular a 
number of persons have, in rega;.d to racing, 
taken the advice of an individual who said 
in regard to drink, " If whisky interferes 
with your business, give up your business., 
It seems that some people have given up 
their business because racing interfered with 
it, and have ~eally made racing their busi­
ness. There is infinitely too much racing 
in Brisbane for the number of people here 
aDd the capital available. 'Dhere is DO 
doubt that the workers have supported it, 
and if it were cut out altogether they would 
find something on which to gamble ; but 
on the other hand the greater the facilities 
there are for that sort of thing the more 
will they indulge in it. My vote and example 
a!ld advice would go in the direction, not of 
tinkering with the cancer or of poulticing 
it or of trimming it or of putting some of it 
out of the way, but of cutting the whole 
thing out altogether. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): We have been 
listening for quite a long time to lectures 
from the other side as to the need for 
improving racing and for introducing legis­
lation to regulate it, and, if these opinions 
are held by members behind the Govern­
ment, does it not appear that the time is 
ripe for them to take some .action? I am 
not going to .appear here as a "kill-joy"­
it does not affect me one way or the other-

[ Mr. Winstanley. 

but I think we might get to some business 
and, if hon. members opposite want to amend 
the racing laws, let them get to work and 
do it. Some hon. members opposite say 
that you cannot make men better by Act of 
Parliament; and they say that some other 
action is necessary. I would suggest that 
some hon. members opposite, instead of 
lecturing us, should get out on to the race­
course on week days and take turns between 
the races to lecture to the people there on 
something that might be of value to them 
and the State. They might get up on 
boxes and give lectures on dairy farming; 
they might go to the whisperers and urgers 
and try to induce ·them to go in 'for fowl 
breeding. I can assure them that they 
would not need to take any eggs for demon­
stration purposes; there would be plenty 
of them there after the first time. (Laughter.) 
They might induce some of them to take up 
some useful occupation, and <;Jonvert them 
from the racecourse to take up some of the 
Government farms that the returned soldiers 
have turned down. Some of them might 
reckon that they had picked "dead 'uns," 
but there might be some amongst the punters 
who wouJd take their advice land <grow 

; and then, if they had nothing else 
eat, we might feed them on union 

agitators. (Laughter.) I hope that the 
Government will get to some business of 
value and in the interests of the .State­
something on which we can discuss matters 
of great national importance. I am not 
going to say that this matter is not impor­
tant, but the matter is in the hands . of the 
Government, .and t·hey seem to know so much 
about it tha·t there is no need to lecture us 
any further. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): We have 
listened to a nice little lecturette from the 
hon. member for Burnett, but I do not think 
we should allow ourselves to be lectured 

to when we shall speak, what we shall 
or how we ought to deal with the 

position. When this vote was moved the 
hon. member for Aubigny tried to get in a 
statement about stenographers who were 
forced to do something against their wishe«, 
and the Chairman pulled him up. After 
that, the hon. member for Murilla made all 
sorts of wild charges against the Govern­
ment and Government members, , and then, 

those charges are refuted and mem­
o£ the Opposition are shown that they 

responsible for the state of affairs which 
existed in Queensland for the last fifty 

sixty years, the hon. member for Burnett 
us a lecture on how we should restrain 

ourselves. The hon. member for Ox·ley, the 
hon. member for Burnett, and the hon. 
member for Aubigny advertise that they are 
the advocates of free speech, a·nd, if they 
cannot get their say in this Chamber, they 
are going to Market Square or .South Bris­
bane, where forty or fifty people tell them 
that they would be doing better by staying 
in the House. If innuendoes and charges 
are thrown at members on this side of the 
Chamber, then I and other members here 
are going to answer them, and we are not 
going to allow the Opposition to curtail our 
rights or " gag " us, or prevent us from 
speaking when we have the opportunity. 

The main discussion on this vote has 
hinged upon racing. The Department of 
Justice has certain powers-it deals with 
totalisator business-but it has not full 
powers to enable it to curtail racing. Some 
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ha~. memners have stated that a curtailment 
ol racing is not going to do much good. and 
that we must get to the root of things. As 
has been very aptly pointed out by you, 
Mr. Pollock and by other members of this 
side, we h~ve to know where we stand 
before we do anything. If it were possible 
for the Department of Justice to stop racing 
altoge'ther, I for one would be only too 
pleased. 

Mr. MooRE: You might do it under the 
Sugar Acquisition Act, as you did at Coor­
paroo. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Perhaps the hon. member 
has lost some of his " sugar" .at racing, and 
that is why he knows so much about it. I 
do not know what goes on .at Coorparoo or 
Albion Park or Eagle Farm. I have never 
been to races at those places in my life. I 
have been to ordinary miners' sports, where 
they sometimes run horse races, but that is 
the limit of my knowledge. We have to 
consider what pOW'lr we have, and whether 
the use of that power would do the thing 
we intended to do, or whether it would only 
do harm. I heard the hon. member for 

Toowong make a speech in con­
[3 _p.m.] nection with betting. I have 

gone down the streets of Brisbane 
and seen placards and boards stuck up in 
lanes. Going in to see what they were I 
have found that, instead of being bets on 
races in Brisbane, they related to betting 
on races in New South Wales and Victoria. 
The Department of Justice, by reducing 
racing to a minimum, would not .abolish the 
betting evil ; it would be there all the time. 
Some people .at present are wagering that 
the Opposition will never become ·the Govern­
ment of Queensland. They are giving big 
odds. We cannot stop them doing it., 
because we know they are likely to win 
every time. It does not seem to be a gamble; 
it is .a certainty. I hope that the Govern­
ment will do something to prevent race 
meetings on ordinary working days. Racing, 
itself, does not do any harm on off days­
holidays and Saturday afternoons. But 
when races are held on working days they 
take away from their work men who not only 
lose their money at the racecourse but also 
their wages. That is when it should be 
stopped. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Plinde1·s) : I would like to make a few 
observations, more particularly in reference 
to the hon. member for Murilla, who lashed 
himself into a fury. He, first of all, described 
racing as an industry, and then he suggested 
that it should be piaced under Government 
control. It is refreshing to hear the hen. 
member &dvocating Government control of 
any industry. He forgot to tell the Com­
mittee that proprietary racing had been estab­
lished and was in existence in this State when 
this Government took control of the Treasury 
benches, and that the Governments which 
had preceded us had -done nothing whatever 
to prevent it. A question asked by the hon. 
member for Nundah in this House a fortnight 
ago elicited the answer that the Sandgate 
racecourse was transferred, by virtue of per­
mission given by a Tory Government, to the 
present proprietor and made a proprietary 
club; so that this Government were not 
responsible for that. 

Mr. GLEDSON : We did not suggest that 
John Wren paid them anything for it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A good deal 
has been said to-day about proprietary 

:·acing: but the. men who were attacking it 
Immec\Iately switched off on to the evil of 
gan;tblmg and subordinated the question of 
ra'?mg to that of gambling at races. If we are· 
gon':g to deal with the question as a gambling 
affair, well and good. If it is bad to race 
on a proprietary course, it is equally bad to· 
race on a club course. I would like the· 
hon. member for Aubigny to remember that. 

Mr. MooRE : I do not agree with you so I 
do not want to remember it. ' 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member admitted that gambling was an evil 
but he was not prepared to go to the extent 
of wiping it out. 

Mr. MOORE: I gave you my r-easons. 

" T~e ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I sa:id, 
Vi ould you be prepared to Wipe out racmg: 

in Australia if you had the power to­
morrow?" H-e said "No." He admitted 
it was an evil1 :yet he was not prepared to. 
abolish the evil If he had the power. That 
is a specimen of the statesmen we would have· 
on this side if, by a political accident, hon. 
members opposite obtained control of the 
Treasury benches. Hon. members opposite 
overlooked the fact that during the last few 
months the Government have done a great 
deal to restrict racing. Did we not exercise 
to ~he fullest extent our powers to stop night 
racmg? I doubt whether hon. members. 
opposite would have the courage to deal with 
that questiOn as we dealt with it. 

Mr. MooRE: Why did you do it? 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We had 

sound reasons for doing it. The public of 
Queensland are against night racing, and we 
therefor·e, did not permit it. Imputation~ 
of dishonesty and bribery were thrown around 
the Chamber by the hon. member for Murilla 
this morning. What was the basis of his 
charge? That proprietary racing is per­
mitted. Let us look at the position. Perhaps 
the hon. member for Murilla is' not aware of 
the fact that the .same officials conduct pro­
prietary and non-proprietary registered meet­
ings in Brisbane; and the committee of the 
Queensland Turf Club could to-morrow reduce 
the number of days on proprietary regis­
tered courses by one-half, or could cut them 
out altogether. As the hon. member for 
Port Curtis and the hon. member for 
Toowong can tell you, there are members 
in this Hous•e who are members of the 
Queensland Turf Club. They could exert 
an influence over the committee. Surely 
it is not suggested that the committee of the 
Queensland Turf Club or the members of the 
Queensland Turf Club are " in the bag" ? Yet 
the position is that, if the members of the 
Queensland Turf Club so desire, they can 
reduce by one-half· or three-quarters, or cut 
out altogether, registered proprietary racing 
in ·Brisbane. The overwhelming majority of 
the members of that exclusive body are against. 
the Government. I do not suggest that they 
are "in the bag," but I say that they can 
exercise control if they so desire, and re-duce 
racing without any interference on the part 
of the Government. If everybody took the· 
same interest in racing as I do, the question 
would solve itself. I am not against racing; 
I look upon it as a good sport, and I go there 
occasionally and have an occasional bet. 
There is no good in disguising the fact that 
racing is a national pastime in Australia. It 
does not matter what anybody says to the 
contrary, it would be absurd to sugg_est that 
racing could be abolished in Australia. No­
body but a lunatic would suggest it. It I& 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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supposed to be the sport of kings. I recog­
nise, however, that you can have too much 
even of a good thing; and it is quite possible 
to hav-e too much racing. I am not going to 
Hl:V that we have not too much racing now. 
1 have been giving a good deal of consi·dera­
tion to the question of racing. I have had 
reports on racing law, and, on the whole of 
the aspects of the question, from all parts of 
Australia and e!sewhere, and at present I 
am giving a great deal of consideration to 
the question. I want to toll hon. members of 
the Opposition that we are going to deal with 
this quc·tion, in our own time and m 
our own way. It is not so easy to regulate 
this question by Act of Parliament as hon. 
members opposite suggest. As was pomted 
out bv the hon. member for Gregory, there 
are ,;1anv difficulties. \Vho is going to 
regulate or allocate the days of racing? Is 
it to be the Government? Is it to be some 
eommittee appointed by the Government ~r 
the clubs themselves? Whatever method 1s 
adopted, suspicion will be cast upon .some­
bodv by men with vicious minds. ·wh1le on 
the question of men with vicious minds, I wish 
to refer to the allegation made to-day by hon. 
members opposite about buying parties, and 
buying Governments, and ~uying members. 
If there is one body of men m Queensland or 
in "\ustralia who should shut their mouths 
about buying anybody, it is hon. men1bers 
opposite. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: What have we got to do 
Vi'ith it? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
gentleman knows what I moan. Perhaps I 
-.hould particularise, in fairness to some of 
the hon. members opposite. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: That. is a "dud." 
The TE::VIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Tho "\TTORNEY-GENERAL: No mem-
Ler of the Country party should talk about 
buying anybody. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: That is a " dud." It did 
not explode. 

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMAK: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Drayton to obey 
my call to order. I can as,ure him that 
if he will not do so, I will take steps to 
compel him to do so. 

1\Ir. BEBBIXGTON: Thank you. I will deal 
with the :\linister at another time. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the 
hon. member for Drayton were the only per­
'on we had to deal with, our journey through 
life would be a yery easy one. (Government 
laughter.) The leader of the Opposition this 
morning made a statement which I regard 
a· an irnportant one, and one which, in my 
opinion, should get him somewhere if he 
has the courage. He made a definite charge 
again't this Government by stating that a 
member of the Tattersall's Club had told 
him that he had paid ten guineas towards 
a certain fund in order that certain legisla­
tion dealing with racing should not be pro­
ceeded with, or words to tihat effect. 

Mr. BRE:SXAN: Another Wando Vale 
" stunt." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the 
hon. gentleman is a man and has courage, it 
is for him to prove that charge. He has 
been for years trying to turn this Govern­
ment out of office, and here is his oppor­
tunity. I am satisfied that the great 
majority-in fact, I believe the whole party 

[Hon. J. 11:11tllan. 

standing behind me-refuse to stand for that 
sort of thing. I am quite satisfied that if 
the leader of the Opposition can prove his 
charge, the Government will be destroyed 
to-morrow. I for one will be included in the 
number that will not stand for that. Here 
is the chance, if thm· want to turn the 
Government out. If hem. members oppooite 
want a Government of the type that they 
would create, then let the leader of the 
Opposition prove his charge. 

Mr. MooRE: Prove that a bookmaker told 
him that he gave ten guineas? 

Question put and passed. 

COl.:RTS OF PETTY SESSIONS. 
The ATTORNEY-GE::'\ERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move-
" That £54,348 be granted for ' Courts 

of Pett]' Sessions.' " 
Question put and passed. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 

The ATTORNEY-GE::'\IERAL: I beg to 
n1ove-

" That £12,973 be granted for 'J"lec­
toral Registration.' " 

Mr. PEASE (Herbe1·t): It is very strange, 
after all the tale' we have heard from the 
Opposition during the session about State 
electoral rolls, that when the vote comes 
on, t·hey do not want any discussion. 

:Mr. BEBBIKGTOK: \Ye cannot get any 
information. 

Mr. PE"\SE : The charg-e has been 
levelled at the GovNnment that there has 
been no control exercised over the rolls. I 
have a report dealing with roll work which 
states-

" This most important phase of our 
work has progressed during the period 
under review, and in Mirani, Mackay, 
Bowcn, Towns,·illo, JI.Iundingburra, Her­
bert, Cairns, Charters Towers, Queenton, 
and Kennedy the whole of the rolls have 
been thoroughly revised and extensively 
cleaned." 

On the one hand hon. members opposite, 
especially in the Countr.' party, say that the 
rolls have not been cleansed, and here we 
have a report saying that the rolls have been 
thoroughly revised and clc·ansed in the 
electorates mentioned. The report further 
states-

" This has necessitated the removal by 
objection or by transfer of, approxi­
matelv 4,500 names of persons who 
appea'r' on the rolls stated." 

The TPport further states-
" In addition to electorates named the 

same work has been performed in 
Gregory, Flinders. and Burke electorates. 
in the latter of which we have on hand 
at present some 2,000 names for 
removal." 

It will be news to this C~mmittee to know 
that some 2,000 have to be removed from the 
Burke electoral roll. 'l'he report goes on-

" Apart from deletions stated, applica­
tions for new enrolments have been 
treated with from all centres in satis­
factorY number"." 

The repo;t I am quoting fro!!' .is not the 
report of the department, but 1t IS a report 
by the Country party. These hypocrites 
come into this Chamber and say that the 
rolls have not been attended to. 
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The TE:HPORARY CHAIRMA::-i": Order! 
I ask the hon. member to withdraw that 
remark. 

Mr. PEASE: I withdraw it. The criticism 
in com10dion with the rolls, as I have shown 
by their mvn report, is absurd. They come 
into this Chamber and say that the rolls 
have not been dealt with, but according to 
their m"n official-a man whom they pay 
-some 2.000 names are listed for removal 
from the Burke electoral roll. Certain circu­
lars are sent out into different electorates. 
Tfhosc circu1ars \vere discussed last session. 
You, Sir, referred to the matter this session. 
The circ:1lars are sent out by the Country 
party. I wish to draw attention to the close 
,of the circular-

" Failing immediate attention an 
objection to your name appearmg on 

roll will be lodged, and your 
neglect to attend to the matter leaves you 
liable to a penalty. 

'" (Signed) " H. G.. BRADLEY, , 
Organ1s1ng secretary.' 

In addition to Mr. Bradley being organising 
occretar. of i'he Country party, he is also 
or, the executive of the Country party, and I 
charg<'. the Country party with an attempt 
to mtnmclate the electors in this matter. 
They •cnt out claims already filled in-I have 
one of them here-and the point I want to 
make is that these claims are to be returned 
to the Country party in Townsville, and 
Lhe:v deal with them. How will thev deal 
with them? " 

Mt. :\loORE: They will be finalised. 

l\11-. PEASE: What guarantee have we 
that tlwy will be finalised? Now a black 
list vas sent out. r.rhe employers were asked 
to send in a list of names and were told to 
mnrk the political opinions of those men 
hnd, jf a dairn earn~ in from a rnan whos~ 
rame was marked with a cross, what would 
ihcy do with it? Do vou think for one 
minute tha.t it would bo fin'8,!isecl? The charge 
of intimidation of the electors by the Ccmntry 
party rs clearly proved bv this circular. It 
i.' an absurd thing that they should handle 
things like this. The people do not under­
stand rhr question. Thev think that this 
Mr. Bmdley is speaking f;r the department. 
If they find that there is the slightest doubt 
m . tlw minds of those people that they are 
gomg to vote in favom· of the Labour party, 
that is the end of tho claim. In March, 1920, 
Mr. Braclley was issuing circulars and other 
literature which were signed by him as 
organi~lllg ~ccretar:v for the National Poli­
tical l'nion of which the Northern president 
, .. as ::\Ir. E. G. Garbutt, and the publicity 
agent 1Yas ,John H. C. Sleeman. To-clay we 
ban' :\IJ-. Gar·butt on the executive co~lncil 
o£ the Country party, and abociated with him 
are 2'11r. J. P. Peter>'on, chairman, vV. F. R. 
Hoyco, secretary, R. H. Eclkins. J. A. Austin, 
\V. G. D. Batrholor. J. \V. Newberry, A. L. 
Macclonald, C. V. Hives. E. G. Parnell, A. 
Gray. and J. \V. Fletcher, M.L.A. To-day 
Mr. Garbutt is the l\orthern president of the 
Countrv part.v, and he is also director of the 
Ouc0m;hncl Probate and Insurance Company, 
,~ith John H. C. Sleeman as publicity 
1nanager. J\Ir. Bradley is organising secre­
tary of the Country party. and he is to got 
£1UO bonus for every Northern seat captured 
from the Labour party in addition to a big 
salary and expenses. 

Mr. VOWLES: How do you know that? 

Mr. PEASE: I know it is a fact. It has 
been statced publicly. Messrs. Garbutt, 
Braclley, and Slceman were the men who 
controlled the whole of the ::\forthern <Jlectiom, 
and money was poured out like water. The 
expenses necessary in thus attending to the 
rolls arc very great. and I would like to 
know whore the money is coming from. 
'l'hc'e people have got men in every district 
in Queensland from ::VIackay north, and from 
Mackay south they haYe also men on the job. 
\Vho arc paying for thc·se men? One man 
travels throughout the Herbert electorate and 
he does nothing eL10 but visit all these places 
and he gets a salar::' and expenses, and all 
hP has to do is to remove names from the 
roll. In this report, in connection with the 
money to pay these men, it is sta t.ecl-

" That a levy struck by the Graziers' 
Association on thcii· rncmbers was con­
flicting, but arrangements have been 
made to adjust this." 

I claim this links up the Country party with 
the Grazier,' Association. and thev must 
accept responsibility for what ha~ been clone 
b the Graziers' Ascociation and their paid 
agent. Mr. Eclkins. The leader of the 
Oppo::;ition stated in a previous dcbatn 
that the Country party had no funds. It is 
olticiallv stated that the annu •.! revPnuo 
of the· To1vnsville branch of the Country 
party is £3.500. Mr. Braclley was chal­
lenged publicly to clisproye this, and the man 
who challenged him offNcd to pay £10 10s. 
if it could be disproYecl. Mr. Braclley was 
sil<mt because he could not clisnnte it. The 
man happened to be a paid official. and he 
!me,,· all about it; !'Cl the leader of the 
Opposition told us that the, had no funds. 
Thcn we come on to this kvv struck bv the 
graziers. It will be news to Lthis ConuTiittee 
to know that the fund a few days ago 
amounted to £34.000. and it might. too. 
astonish this Committee to know that the 
b'tlance-shcct shows an exncncliturc of £3.000 
not so v0rv long 3!fO. The other clav t!J.o 
leader of the Opposit.ion washed his hands 
oF Bovcc. Garhutt. and others. Ho may have 
wash0cl his hands. but the stain remained. 
<1nd this stain is going- to remain on the 
Countr;<: partv. Doe; he wash his hands of 
thC' hon. rnr!1~ h?r for Townsyj]l0, who \Vas 
a member of that organisation? Does he 
'nrsh his hands of the hon. member for Port 
Curtis. who i_, a member of the cxecutiYe' 

:'Mr. FLrTCHER: Ko. I was representing 
SOll1C011{' else. 

l\Ir. PEASE: I will proYe that you are. 

Tlw TK\1PORARY CH \TR'\1AN: Order: 
I wi(l ask the hon. member to connect his 
r0marks with the vote. 

'\1r. PEASE: At this meeting one of the 
chief matters dealt with was the question of 
electoral boundaries and the electoral rolls, 
and the main object of the meeting was to 
wipe off the electoral rolls the names of 
those v:bo were supposed to be supporters of 
this Gm'ernment. 

l\Ir. BF\ND: J\'o. 

Mr. PEASE: At the council m<eeting of 
the Primarv Producers' Union held in Bris­
bane the following resolution was carried:-

" That this council appreciates and 
approves of the resolutions passed by the 
parliamentary Country party as . ~ub­
mittecl bv the leader of the Opposrtron. 
and recommends that the executive coun­
cil take all steps nece,,sary in the matter." 

111 r. Pease.] 
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Mr. Peterson, president of the Primary 
Producers' Cnion, and chairman of that meet­
ing, was also chairman of executive council 
o£ the Queensland Country party, and Mr. 
Boyce, one of those who approached the 
Premier, is organising secretary of the 
Primary Producers' Union, and he is also one 
of tho executive councillors of the Country 
party, and in his report he states-

. " Our pa1)iamentary strength has 
mcreased durmg the year from nineteen 
members to twenty-four (Green, J ones, 
Peterson, Fletcher, and Elphinstone)." 

Mr. Edkins was a delegate at that meeting 
for the Dnited Graziers' Association and he 
is abo one of the executive. i\1r. Fletcher, 
member for Port Curtis, was present at that 
meeting. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Representing someone else. 
Mr. PEASE: As a member of the exe­

cutive. 'l'he leader of the Opposition was 
also at that meeting. 

Mr. MooRE: What was the date of that 
meeting? 

Mr. PEASE: I will tell you. I will let 
you see the minutes. The report further 
says-

" 'A crisis in the State's affairs may 
develop.' It was decided to ' take all 
steps necessary.' " 

The matter was discussed of wiping names 
oft" the rolls, and also the question of electoral 
bounda_ries. There were a good many parlia­
mentanans present. I ask the leader of the 
Opposition-is he going to wash his hands 
of all those men who were present? What 
was the state of affairs that was expected to 
develop? 

Mr. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order. 
First o£ all, is the hon. member in order in 
dealing with such matters as minutes on a 
vote such as this? Secondly, if he says I 
was present at any meeting that discussed 
the que.<tion of wiping people off the roll I 
tell him those minutes are false. ' 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member for Herbert is quite in order in 
reading extracts. from t ny minute, so long 
as he connects his remarks with the subject­
matter under discussion, and so far he has 
done that. 

Mr. PEASE: vVhy was it necessary to 
discuss the question of deleting names from 
the electoral rolls? Whv was it neoossarv 
for the Country party to ffnd big funds to pay 
agents to go throughout this State with the 
sole object of wiping names off the rolls?~ 

Mr. VowLES: Do you say that I was pre­
sent at the meeting when that was discussed? 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: Of course, you 
were. 

Mr. PEASE: Just fancy 4,500 being wiped 
off the roll ! I charge members of the 
Opposition with deliberately attempting to 
wipe off the rolls of Queensland the names 
of the supporters of this Government. I 
charge gentlemen controlling the Opposition 
with finding funds to wipe names off the 
rolls to break up this Government. They 

are trying to do things, so far as 
[3.30 p.m.] Parliament is concerned and so 

far as things outside Parliament 
are concerned, by sending papers with these 
questions to people who do not understand 
the questions, and who think they are offici­
ally authorised to do such things. It is ail 
very well for the leader of the Opposition 
to wash his hands-like Pilate. By the time 

[Mr. Pease. 

he finishes washing his hands he will have 
washed his hands of every member sitting 
behind him, including himself. They must 
accept the responsibility of the men highel­
up, ho are finding the funds to do these 
things. If there is an attempt to bnbe 
members of this House, where is the money 
ron1ing from'? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. PEASE: The whole question depends 

on roll work-the first item in their report 
is roll work-because thev realise how neces­
sary it is. If that is the first item of their 
report, it distinctly proves what crisis they 
talked about. What crisis was it? It could 
only be an election. How can they get the 
bencftt of the<e names being struck off the 
rolls if not at an election ·1 Why was this 
meeting held? Because a crisis might 
develop, and to take all steps necessary. 
That fund was necessary to have the names 
taken off the roll, to pay men to go throng h 
every electorate in the far North and strike 
off names from the electoral roll,. The 
developments which have taken place lately 
all point to ono thing. 

A GOVERNMENT MElllBER : ·what is the crisis 
referred to? 

At 3.35 p.m., 
The CHAIRlllAN rcoumed the chair. 
Mr. PEASE : An election misis. The crisis 

was also an attempt to win over the Pre­
mier. \Vho instigated all the newspaper talk 
in connection with the matter? 'l'hey justify 
the approach that was made to the Premier. 
The Northern Country party, when this 
report was diFcussed, communicated with Mr_ 
Garbutt and he admitted the fact that he had 
had an interview with the Premier. The 
only thing they deplored was that t):le thing 
was made public, and the only thmg they 
deplore now is that it is still being made 
public. The whole thing proves that these 
gentlemen control the party opposite. The 
leader of the Country party attends these 
meetings and then comes here and washes 
his hands. vVe have to stand up for all the 
meetings our people hold. Hon. members 
opposite twit us here about the meetings our 
party hold. \Ve stand up to them and are 
not ashamed of them. The leader of the 
Opposition is present at these interviews 
when all th'"'•e things are done. He takes 
part in the deliberations, and then he comes 
here and savs he washes his hands of them. 
I say that he cannot wash his hands. If ~e 
washes his hands he washes the hands of his 
party. The hon. member for Port Curtis, 
Mr. Garbutt, and the hon. member for 
Townsvillo are the men we have to fight. 
The men I have had to fight in my elec­
torate are Bradley, Garbutt, and Sleeman 
up to now. At the first election I contested 
the leader of the Opposition came up and 
took part in the campaign. He said that 
we stuffed the rolls and put a lot of Tailway 
men on the rolls. He said that they were· 
o-oing to contest the election; but when they 
got the roll down to bedrock they found they 
could not contest the election. \Ve fought 
that election with clean hands, so far as the 
rolls were concerned. The Australian 
\Vorkers' L:nion did not send ciroulars to 
their supporters and say, " Send back th_ese 
official claims. completed, to the Austrahan 
Workers' union office and we will deal with 
them "; but the Country party do that, ar:d 
what is being done there is being done m 
every part of Queensland. . They have. no 
right to get hold of ther·e claims. I consi?e1· 
it is illegal on their part to have men gomg 
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round making unfortunate people who do not 
understand the question fill up the forms. 

Mr. MooRE: Do you say that we have no 
right to get claims filled up? 

Mr. PEASE: I say that you have no 
right to do what you are doing. It is part 
and parcel of what is going on. The attempt 
to bring over the Premier and everything 
else was entirely linked up with the " fak­
ing " of the rolls. The hon. member for 
Gregory pointed out that hon. members oppo­
site ~ent circulars to squatters and told thorn 
to mark off those they could not trust to vote 
again_,t Labour. I know what is going on 
in the Herbert electorate. I know that men 
are being paid to go round week after week 
to v·ine men off the roll. The hon. member 
for l 5ort Curtis is part and parcel of this 
>chemc, because he attends these meetings. 
The hon. member i-, not man enough to 
otand up to what he does; he says he repre­
sents someone else. What about the hon. 
member for Townsville ·: He represents 
11e'H'S. Bradley and Garbutt. All these men 
are doing roll work. It is the first thing 
mentione-d in their report. The roll work 
being done proves that the crisis which was 
expected to dm·elop was the election. I 
eay that the position jc, absolutely disgraceful. 
and the people of Qucen~land will not stand 
for it. The people will give hon. members 
oppo ite an answer·. I charge hon. memb0r" 
opposite and theil' junta who control the 
position-these Primflrv Producers' Union 
people, these grazing people, with their 
£34,000 fund-with deliberately attempting 
to corrupt the el<,ctoral rolls. I sav they 
have l'O right to do it. Hon. members oppo­
site aro not game enough to stand up to 
what they do. They ask Government mem­
bers to accept responsibilities for what people 
over in Russia do. \Ve ask hon. members 
opposite to accept responsibility for what 
they do themselves. The leader of the Oppo­
sition "ays, "I wa,sh my hands." As I said 
before, Pilate wa-shed his hands, but the 
stain rc1nained; and the stain remains on 
the Country party. ·what are they doing 
now? In the South they are talkino- about 
changing their name to the Progressive 
party, because the name of the Country party 
absolutely stinks. The leader of the Opposi­
tion will wash his hands of the name of the 
Country party directly, and he will be a 
progressivite at the next election. In my 
electorate the people are astounded that 
there is not to be an election. They were 
told there would be an election in November 
and to have the rolls examined in readiness 
for it. Everyone knows that. It is common 
rumour. 'The candidate who has been selected 
to oppose me in Herbert has been living in 
Innisfail for the last two months; before that 
he was living in Ingham. He said thev were 
sure that there was going to be an efection, 
and they were going to get the rolls readv. 
Why do they take our supporters off the roll 
if thcv can and intimidate them bv these circu­
lars '!" These circulars were sent to me, and I 
was asked if thev had to do it. I wired that 
every elector should have the right to work 
in another part of the electorate without 
having his name taken off the roll. A man 
may work at Innisfail this year, and then 
go to Babinda and Cairns to look for work 
next year. These people have an expert 
system. A man may be working in Towns­
ville one week and may go to Babinda to 
look for work next week, and these people 
know it through the system which they have 

in operation. The man is told, "You must 
take your name off the Herbert roll and get 
on to the Eacham roll, because you are in 
Babinda." That system costs a lot of money, 
and it is going on all over Queensland. Hon. 
members opposite try to tell us that there is 
nothing being done to the rolls in order to 
mislead us. The leader of the Opposition, 
the hon. member for Port Cm·tis, and the 
hon. member for 'Townsville attend meetings 
in Brisbane, where these matters are brought 
up, and at the head of the report we find, 
"Roll work. Get the rolls up, because there 
is to be an election." What about the 
attempt of the junta of hon. members 
opposite to win oyer the Premier? 

Mr. VowLES: Do you say that I had any­
thing to do with those minutes? 

Mr. PEASE : I will give you the minutes. 
I am not like you, saying that my grand­
mother's sister's aunt told me that that ten 
guineas were contributed by someone to 
have a Bill withdrawn. I charge the leader 
of the Opposition with being controlled by 
thc> funds of the graziers, amounting to 
£34,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: I say you are a liar! 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
leader of the Opposition will withdraw that. 

Mr. VowLES: It is absolutely untrue, and 
he knows it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman will withdraw the remark 
that he made. 

Mr. VowLES: I suppose I have got to do 
it. I will withdraw it because it is the 
parliamentary procedure to do so. 

Mr. PEASE: I would like to ask the 
leader of the Opposition if that matter was 
not discussed at the meeting? 

Mr. VOWLES: What meeting? 

Mr. PEASE : The meeting of the Primary 
Producers' Union. 

Mr. -BRAND: What was the date of the 
meeting? 

Mr. PEASE : I want to know if the leader 
of the Opposition will apmit that he was 
present at that meeting of the Primary 
Producers' Union when the council passed 
a resolution expressing appreciation of the 
resolutions passed b,y hi, party. I charge 
them with striking off the rolls the nam§S 
of Labour supporters. This sort of thing 
costs a lot of money. They follow Labour 
supporters from town to town and try to 
bluff them off the roll. 

Mr. BRAND: \Vhy don't you say that 
outside? 

Mr. PEASE : I am game to say it outside. 
I am game to say it in the Market Sqm;re 
to-night if you like. Yet the leader of the 
Opposition washes his hands of all these 
things like Pilate <lid. It is like Satan taking 
the Founder of Christianitv up the mountain 
and telling Him to do certain things and He 
could haye all the kingdoms of the earth. 
These people go to the Premier and ask him 
to sell the Labour party. Hon. members 
opposite want government by wealth for the 
wealthy. It "ill be a bad day for Queens­
land when the machiner.v of government 
passes into the power of those who are out 
to exploit the people. It will be a bad day 
fpr Queensland if that sort of thing occurs. 
These people have £34,000 to spend in order 
to secure the reins of government. We are 

Mr.. Pease.] 
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not going to appeal to the electors when 
hon. gentlemen opposite want us to appeal. 
but when the members of this party and 
the Premier decide. When we do appeaL 
I do not think that the people will stand 
for the sort of thing that I have just read 
out. Vlfe know that all this power of money 
i· behind the Opposition; yet they say that 
John Wren is trying to buy the Government. 
We have the evidence that they held their 
meeting, because it appears in the " Daily 
MaiL" I have the list here, and I see there 
were a good many parliamentarians pre­
sent. The hon. member for Burrum, Mr. 
Brand, was there. Hon. members go down 
Queen streot and go into a. meeting and a:et 
amongst things of that sort, and then they 
come here and say they wash their hands 
of it altogether. Yet they say that John 
·wren is spending money to buy Government 
members! I think I have proved that mem­
bers oppo•ite arc the people v;ho are con­
trolled by a junta ouhidc. 

Mr. BRAND: John ·wren spends £36,000 a 
year in tips. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burkr): Is the hon. mem­
ber for Burrum in order in saying that John 
Wrou spends £36,000 a year in attempting 
to buy Government members? The leader 
of the Opposition called the hon. member for 
Herbert a liar just now. If the hon. member 
for Bm·rum makes that ch<Hgf', I have no 
hesitation in calling him a. liar. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Do I under­
stand that the 'hon. member for Burrum 
inferred that Mr. John Wren spent £36.000 
a. year on Government members? 

Mr. BRA:";D: I Paid that John vYren 
spends £36,000 a year in tips. 

Mr. PEASE : The balance-sheet shows that 
the sum of £3,000 was withdrawn recently. 
The leader of the Opposition said that a 
crisis was developing, but the crisis has not 
developed in the way the leader of the 
Opposition thought it would. Another crisis 
i.s developing in a more astounding way than 
that. Yet the leader of the Opposition comes 
hero and poses as a political purist. The 
American Tammany party never attempted 
to do any such thing as th:tt. 'They never 
interfered with the rolls. During the Her­
bert election money was ponred out like 
water. There were thousands of pounds paid 
out in my elRctorate in trying to defeat me 
and defeat the Labour party; but the people 
of Hm·bert realised the position. I never 
thought I would win the election because 
of the power of wealth that was against me. 
The people, however, realised the position 
and returned me. The leader of the Opposi­
tion washes his hands of these people out­
side. How can ihe wasih his hands of them 
when he attends the meetings? If wo attend 
any meeting of the Australian Labour party, 
hon. members opposite mention it and we 
stand up to it. When the Premier attended 
a certain meeting to decide certain questions 
affecting the whole of Australia. we had to 
stand up to it, and we are willing to stand 
up to it every time. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grrgory) : I think this is 
an important vote. It is rather a queer 
thing, seeing that members of the Opposition 
!have had so much to say a.bont stuffed rolls 
within the last few years, that now they 
suddenly discover that there i, nothing 
interesting in this vote for them· to talk 
about. 

Mr. BRAND : It is more intorecting to listen 
to you stonewalling. 

[Mr. Pease. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I have some suggestions 
b make, and I hope that some adjustment 
will bo made in the Gregory electorate as 
a result of my remarks. The Gregory 
electorate is the largest electorate in Queens­
land. There are sixty polling-booths in that 
electorate, some of which are from 30 to 300 
miles a way from the nearest railway station. 
One of them is 500 miles away from the 
railway. It is almost impossible for a Labour 
c:tndidate to appoint scrutineers on stations 
at election time. There is always the 
mana<;er of a station with his wife, governess, 
bookkeeper, and so on, and it is an easy 
enough matter to get a presiding officer. 
Jt is easy enough for our opponents to get 
scrutineers, but it is difficult for a Labour 
man to get a presiding officer or a scrutineer 
w.ho is of his way of thinking. I am not 
S"1tisfied with the method of controlling 
clec lions adopted by the Department of 
Justice. I am not going to say it is their 
fault. I believe a system can be devised that 
will be an improvement on the present 
system. To-clay the votes are placed in the 
ballot-box. Remember that the Labour man 
has to do without a scrutineer, because the 
average working man on a station, even if 
he has Labour sympathies, is not prepared 
to act as scrutineer when he knows that there 
is a chance of getting the sack next day. 
No one can prove victimisation. It is a pool~ 
sort of employer who cannot find a reason 
for dismi«sing a man. 

Mr. J. JONES: Do you know of any ca',es? 
Mr. I'OLLOCK: I do not say that it 

applies to m·er;.- station. 
Mr. J. JoxE8: Do you know of one? 
Mr. POLLOCK: I cannot prove one. I am 

fair enough to say that. But the hon. 
member for Kennodv knows that cases have 
occurred where rcwn have been discharged 
for taking an active part in elections. 

Mr. J. JONES: Thrrt applies to all parties. 

i\Ir. POLLOCK : Having established the 
admission that these things do take place, 
and that men who act as scrutineers are 
dismissed for that reason by pig-headed men 
managing stations, it is very obvious that 
any man who takes on a job as scrutineer 
for a Labour man on a. station where the 
boss is a Jirm Nationalist or Country party 
;npporter take•, a chance. It i· ·not often 
that I care to ask men to take such a chance. 
It ;-, a big thing to ask a man depondin!i 
on work on a. station openly to declare h15 
politics. particularly if I am doubtful about 
the sort of reception he is going to get after 
the election; and, in many cases, because I 
have not h;1d the necossMy money-in spite 
of all this moncv which is said to be coming 
from John \Vron and others, according to 
hon. members opposite-! have had to dis­
pense with scrutineers on twenty or thirty 
stations. The result is that the election 
there is left in the hands of my opponents. 

Yir. LOGAN: How ·did you fare? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I was beaten by 100 
vot0o in the group whore I had previously 
a three to one majority, and it was not 
because of waning popularity. That is the 
reason why I approach the matter in this 
Chamber, and I will tell hon. members how 
I believe the thing is worked. I do not 
sav that it is done in a wide-spread way, 
no'l· do I accuse every man managing a 
station of doing it. I believe that a good 
many of them, fortunately, are above th':t 
sort of thing, but we cannot have fair 
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elections when we leave the door open to 
unfair tactics. I am not growling about 
individuals; I have not a case I can proYo, 
but I know that something is ·wrong. Sup~ 
r)osing tho 1nanager of a station is acting 
as scrutineer for my opponent and the book­
keeper is presiding officer, :md I ha.-e no 
scrutineer. The ballot-papers are supposed 
to be locked up and not touchGd by any of 
the parties concerned and then forwarded 
to \Vinton or Cloncurry, or some other place, 
as the case may be. There they are emptied 
into a heap .and mixed up and counted. 
'What guarantee have I that those two men, 
opposed to me in politics and without any 
•·heck, have not taken out every one of those 
papers-they cannot mark them for my 
·<1pponcnt-and made the votes for me 
informal'? I did not ha.-e very many 
informal votes, fortunately-not so many as I 
c>xpectcd-but I believe it '\\as done; but, 
\vhcther it was done or not, the fact remains 
that it can be done. It is the dutv of the 
Government to see that there is a (air elec· 
tion-that is all I want. I do not want anv 
start from anv other candidate. I think I 
can win with ·a fair start .at any time, but 
there are other men who are not so fm·tun­
ately situated as I am. The Attorney­
General himself has a seat in which he will 
sometimf's find it difficult to get scrutineers. 
.and he must know that there is nothing to 
prevent anybody from tampering with tho,e 
ballot-papers and making informal the votes 
for the Labour party, and, when they are all 
brought in from forty or fJfty places and 
counted, who 1' to say where thev came 
from? · 

Mr. LoGAX: That can only happen m a 
three-cornered election. 

Mr. POLLOCK: ?\ot onlv in a three­
{'Ornered elcc ~.ion. ThL•y have quite a niun­
her of informal votes in an ordinary election. 

Mr. BRAND : Do you want a Labour pro­
siding officer? 

::Y1r. POLLOCK: No. although there would 
be n-othing wrong in that. 

Mr. BRAXD: We do not quibble about 
Labour presiding officers. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not quibbling about 
them, nrovided I can secure scrutineers. I 
think that, in order to secure absolutelv 
fair elections, where it is impo"ible to secur~ 
scrutineers without fear of victimisation, the 
expenses of scrutineers should be paid. I 
put that fonvard as a serious suggeQ;tion, 
not because I want any political a.dvantage. 
·!!Ot because I \Vant to avoid spending money 
--·,ccause I could not secure them anyhow­
but to ensure that there will be not.hing 
wrong \vith the voting. I an1 not asking 
for a :-:tart or any unfair advantage. I am 
only af3king for a fair vote and a fair count­
ing of the vote, and I do not think any man 
should ask for anv more or anv less. \Vith­
out wishing to m~ake my innuCndoes at -all, 
I \vant to say that most hon. members oppo­
site arf' better off fwanciallv than members 
of the Labour party. vVe kloow that a large 
amount of money is subscribed from various 
fiourccs, .and that their organsiations are 
always in pc·,session of plenty of money. 

Mr. BRAND: You g£-t more than we do for 
fighting an election. 

Mr. POLLOCK : If the hon. member had 
a telesrope, he would be at liberb· to look 
at my banking account, but. first of all, he 
would have to find it for me. I get the 

'·hil!ings .and pence and the half-m·owns of 
tlle workmg people who support me for what 
I ,cnn g1ve them 1f returned as a membm. 
v\ hat other money does the hon. member 
:-uggest? 

Mr. J. JOKES: You get it from the head 
office of the Australian Labour Party. 

3Ir. POL.LOCK: There is an im~ression 
abroad that members on this side do get 
election funds from somewhere. I do not 
rentm_:nber getting any money except thE' 
occaswnal ]i'ound of the hard old " battler" 
from U randangie, or Boulia; or son1c suc.h 
place, who cheerfully gives it for the sake of 
getting a fair return in the shape of adminis­
tratwn by a Labour Government. Occasion· 
ally a few shillings are subscribed by the 
men and women in the principal towns of 
the electorate, but beyond that there is no 
monpy for Labour ca.ndidates, at any rate, not 
for n;1e, and, that bemg the case, I think that 
111 t1!g country electorates-! do not say in 
e-;ery electorate-consideration should be 
g1ven to Labour members and where it is 
impossible to get Labo~r sc'rutineers on 
<tations without fear of their being victimised, 
a member should be permitted to send out 
men at the expense of the department. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The hon. member 
for IIerbert has brought forward the minutes 
of a meeting of the executive council of a 
body with whieh I am connected. He cannot 
give the date. 

Mr. PEASE: Yes, I can. 

Mr. VOWLES: He gave the Chamber to 
understand at the beginning of his remarks 
that this meeting was called for the purpose 
of dealing with the question of taking names 
off the rolls and the prospect of an early 
election, and he tried to connect that up wun 

a certain incident which has been 
[4 p.m.] referre-d to affecting men now 

before the court. I find that I 
haYc attended two meetings this year. One 
'"as in January-I do not know the date. 
That is the onlv occasion when the hon. 
member for Burrtml attended a meeting that 
I \YHS at. 

Mr. PEASE: You must have a very short 
r:.1en1orv if vou cannot remember a n1eeting 
which -discussed such important things. 

2Tr. VO\VLES: I have not attended a 
n1eeting where questions were not asked 
regarding· the co.udition of the rolls. The 
hon. mcn1ber tned to connect up recent 
incidents v;'ith an early election and some­
thing about juggling with the rolls. 

Mr. PEASE: The juggling with the rolls 
I ha,-e proved from :,·our own report signed 
l,y Bradley. 

1\Jr. VO\YLES: The hon. member has 
proved it to his own satisf.action. He tcl)s 
us that I and other hon. members of tins 
part;, are dominated by outside interests. 
Be quotes balance-sheets of organisations in 
,,-hich we arc not a bit interested. I wish 
we did have those funds. 

Mr. COLLINS: vVho is paying the organiser 
in my elertora te 't 

Mr. VOWLES: I know nothing about the 
Yarious electorates. EYerv electorate looks 
a.fter its O'\YD intcresYs, alld so does every 
di~trict. 

1lr. COLLINS: I would like to know where 
the funds are coming from. 

Mr. VOWLES: So would I. I would 
like to get my hands on that mysterious 

Mr. Vowles.] 



1372 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

sum of £3,500 which is so much talked about. 
There is a suggestion that £3,500 was 
recently taken out of the funds of the 
graziers, as disclosed by that balance-sheet. 
\Vhy was that suggestion made? Surely 
anybody can read between the Iincs. T'here 
is a Yeilcd suggestion that that is the money 
referred to in the case that is now sub 
judice. If that is so, let me tell the hon. 
member that he knows a lot more about it 
than any of us. 
0PPOSITIO~ MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): The hon. mem­
ber for Herbcrt, and eyery hon. member 
in this Chamber, should know that no par­
lian1entarian, outsider, or organisation, can 
remove the name of any Inan or woman 
from the rolls of this State. 

Mr. PEASE: That is not the charo-e I made. 
I said that an organisation got h'::,ld of the 
cLI·ds and did not complete them. 

~Ir. TAYLOR: It is the charge which the 
hon. m<>mbor made. No one can get the 
name of any man or woman off the roll 
unless with the connivance of the officers 
o' the Electoral Department. Does the 
hon. me m her suggest that those officers would 
connive at anything of. that kind? It is 
perfectl.y within the rights of any member 
~1 ParhaJnent or any orga-nisation to send 
m the names of people who. it would appear, 
~hould not be on thp rolls they are on. What 
1s done when the name' are sent in? Arc 
they to,ken off the roll? \Ve know quite well 
that they are not. 

Mr. HARTLEY : The names never get in. 

Mr. TA YLOR: Proper inquiry is made 
before the name of an\ man or woman is 
taken off the roll. . If he or she has a right 
!o be on that parbcu.lar roll, _the probability 
n that thP name wdl remam on the roll. 
Hon. membe_rs OPJ?osite know that a question 
"as asked m th1s Chamber a short time 
al"o by the hon. member for Townsville with 
regard to the name.s on the Townsville 
roll. Do hon. members opposite sav that 
those name". should remain on that r~ll? Is 
thc~e anyt_hmg wrong in an organisation 
takmg adwn to see that people shall be 
on .thf' roll for the electorate in which they 
reside? Bc<'aw;;e- a man is a week or a 
fortnight out of his electorate, no one here 
'rould 'ay that his name should be taken 
cff the roll. What were the facts in Padding­
ton at The recent by-election? The State 
roll showed the names of 1,650 people who 
were supposed to be residin'i in the elec­
torate; and, by a comparison with th:e 
Federal roll. 90 per cent. of those people 
were found to have removed to other efec­
torates. 

~lr. BRENXAN: Did they all vote? 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am not saying that they 
votf'd. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That stat,ement 
proves nothing; they may be cm·redly on 
the State roll, nevertheless. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If they arc correctly on 
the, State roll, they are incorrectly on the 
Federal roll. 

JYir. PoLLOCK: Quote the number of cases 
of dual voting. 

Mr. 'TA YLOR: I do not think there are 
many f'ases. 

Mr. POLLOOK: What is wrong if there are 
not many cases of dual voting? 

[.Mr. Yowles. 

Mr. TA YLOR: If a man is resident in 
my electorate for six, eight, or nine months, 
he has a right to be on my roll, and not 
on the Townsville roll. All I ask is that he 
shall go on the roll for the electorate where 
he is domiciled. 

Mr. POLLOOK: Whose fault is it if he 
does not'! 

Mr. TA YLOR: In discussing electoral 
matters previously I have said that more 
responsibility should be thrown on the indi­
Yidual Yoter. I would like to see organisa­
tions cut out of this business of finding who 
are on the roll and who arc not. \Vhat 
does our Elections Act sa v? It sa vs that 
'· After an election, notice~ are to be sent 
out to every voter who has not turned up 
at the poll, asking the reasons for not 
voting." 

T'he ATTORKEY-GEXERAL: It was done in 
Paddington, and prosecutions followed. 

Mr. T AYLOR : It has been done here 
and there, but it is not carried out in all 
the electorates. If those noticu were sent 
out and no replies came in answer to the 
queric,s, the office would know the reason. 
All we ask for is a clean electoral roll; we 
do not. want any favours or anything of 
that kind. The hon. member for Gregory 
was careful in his remarks to say that scruti­
neers should be provided if the Labour can­
didates were unable to provide them. 

:Mr. PoLLOCK: I said that their expenses 
from tho nearest town ought. to be defrayed. 

Mr. TAYLOR: For Labour C'lndidates. 
Mr. POLLOCK: I was only speaking for 

myself. 
:Mr. TA YLOR: If such a s1·stem as that 

were introduced, I think we w'oulrl find that 
we \Vould have to pay for scrutineers every­
where. A scrutineer is allowed into the 
booth on behalf of the candidate only as 
an act of courtesy. 

:\1r. PoLLOCK: I\o, he is there by right. 

~Ir. TAYLOR: Call it "by right" if you 
wish; still he is not provided for. There 
will always be diflirulties, but I would not 
like to think that many men would act in 
the manner suggested by the hon. member. 
I think he said that he did not think there 
were many; but, the opportunity was there. 
'vYhere a candidate was unable to provide 
foi' a scrutineer on some outback station, 
could not the diflicultY be got oYer and the 
identification of the ballot-paper made com­
plete if, instead of the ballot-papers being 
sent to the central organisation or some 
particular polling booth and empti<>d into a 
heap, tlwy we1'e counted on the station. 

Mr. POLLOCK : That was why the group 
voting svstem was instituted-so that people 
could not be victimised. If there are six 
men on a station and five Yote Labour, it 
leaves the way open for victin1i~ation. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It might lead to abuse. It 
seems to me that, if men lay themselYes out 
to do the,,e things, try. as we may we shall' 
not be able to prevent them. I have always. 
been satisfied with the returning officers at 
any election that I have contested. I have 
ncv"r raised any objection. I have never said 
that any man should be removed or that any 
man should be given in charge. The Labour 
officials at the poll have never been objected 
to by me. Greater responsibility should be 
thrown upon the individual voter. If he 
removes from one district to another for a. 
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month or two, and is likely to remain there 
for a certain period, then it is incumbent 
upon him to send in his change of address 
with full particulars to the Electoral Office. 
If that wcr·e done, all this talk we have 
heard this afternoon about roll-stuffing would 
probably not occur. Every political organ­
isation and every political party, be it 
I\ ationalist, Countr~-. or Labour, tries to 
raise all the funds it possibly can in order 
to fight and win elections. If it is right for 
mw party to do it, surely it right for another. 
If ono party can get more money together 
than another, it does not necessarily follow 
that they are going to win the elections. 
\Vhat was done at one of the Labour confer­
ences'! The hon. member for Herbert knows 
that they made a compulsory levy on all the 
unionists of Australia, to start what? Politi­
.cal pa.pers. 13v that levy I think they 
expected and ho1;ed to get somewhere between 
£250,000 and £300,000. Hon. members 
opposite talk about the money raised by 
organisations on this side of the House a;, 
if it was a crime; but they are doing exactly 
the came thing throughout Australia to-day. 
Let us be fair in our criticism one with the 
other. Let us be honest in our dealing one 
with the other, and let us play the game. 
That is all that is wanted. If we can get 
dPan rolls, that is all we require. Assistance 
should be given by <every person to see that 
the rolls are clean. Unfortunately, as I have 
instanced, we find that in connection with 
the Paddington by-election ther·e was a 
·difference of 90 per cent. between the Federal 
and State rolls with respect to persons who 
had r,emoved from that electorate to other 
portions of the State. I do not think it is 
fair that that should be allowed to continue. 
It has been suggested that we might have 
one uniform roll. That might not get ovor 
the difficulty; but, at the same time, I think 
that the difficultv is one that can be con­
siderably modified, and I do not see any 
reason for the remarks of the hon. member 
for Herbert with regard to certain action 
being tak"n by members in Xorth Qu<>ensland 
in order to get clean rolls. He said that they 
should not be supplied with the forms. Any 
organisdtion c:tn go to the Electoral Office 
J\nd say that so many forms are required, and 
they can gPt them and send them out and 
have them f",lled in. Sometimes they may be 
returned direct to the Electoral Office and 
sometin1cs to the org·anisation. He is not 
going to make me believe that many of them 
a re kept back-that is too serious a matter. 
'1. man's n:1me cannot be taken off the roll 

unless he signs a form to that effect. 

Mr. BREN::\'AX (Toowoornba): I under­
stand the hon. member for Herbert was not 
r cferring to names already on the roll but 
to new applicttions for enrolment-that is to 
say, names that have not been on the roll 
previously. He referred to the report of the 
'Country party, which states-

" We have on hand at pr,esent some 
2,000 names for removal. Apart from 
the deletions stated applications for new 
curolments have been treated from all 
centres in satisfactory numbers." 

Mr. ::\1ooRE: That does not say that those 
names have not been on rolls before. 

1\h. BREKNAN: It is in connection with 
the change of names that there may be great 
abuse. I think the law should be altered in 
,connection with persons who are appointed 
to organise or canvass the electorates. These 

persons should be compelled to register at 
the clerk of petty sessions' office or the near<lst 
electoral registrar's office. They should have 
a book in which they should enter from month 
to month the names they have dealt with 
during each month. That would be some 
protection to the people who trusted the 
cmvassors, and who considered them bona 
fide canvassers, who called at the door for the 
purpose of transferring their name to another 
roll or for the purpose of enrolling them for 
lhe first time. They should be compelled to 
keep that book in accordance with regula­
tions, and they should be compelled to take 
it to the clerk of petty sPssions' office once in 
six months for the purpose of having it 
checked with the rolls. Imagine the Northern 
Country party having eight men, and paying 
them £7 a week and £3 a week expenses, 
which means £80 a week or £5,000 a year 
for organising in North Queensland alone. 
The Labour party do appoint an organiser. 
We have Mr. J. S. Collings. He receives a 
salary and exp,enses. What for? He 
addresses meetings in the different centres, 
and he is the only organiser for the Australian 
Labour Party in Queensland. We could not 
f<fford to pay eight organisers in Xorth 
Queensland alone such high salaries just to 
get names on the roll. \Ye know that there 
are very few cases of duplicate voting. We 
know that it is not a question of getting 
the names on the particular rolls, and that 
it is not a question of stuffing the rolls, but 
that it is a question of plucking the rolle. 
When vou start plucking the rolls the people 
find, w'hen they come along at election time, 
that they have no votes at all, although they 
believed that their names had been put on 
the roll. How do we know that an objection 
does not come in that a person has left the 
State? They can keep back applications for 
transfer and not file them. A man's name 
can be struck off the roll by the electoral 
registrar, as happens very often. The fact 
that people are allowed to go round and take 
applications for transfer is a very dangerous 
practice, and I thmk the :\i])mster should 
have some r·egulations of a stringent character 
drafted to deal with that matter. The> 
Northern Country party would not have 
organisers out if they were only out for the 
purpose of having the names corr,ectly on the 
rolls. Little would they care whether 2,000 
names were taken off the Townsville roll and 
pllt on the Mundingbtirra roll. They are 
doing it for other purposes. Hon. members 
opposite are not actuated by honest purposes. 
\Yhy, the graziers inflict upon themselves a 
taxation of £24,375 a year for electoral 
expenses. You have the insurance com­
panies, the Tramways Company, and other 
big combines and monopolies who have money 
to burn. Our opponent,, have money to bu.rn. 
Thev say that they do not know anythmg 
abot~t the funds outside. I wish I could say 
that I had six mganis,ers in my electorate 
organising for Labour, and I did not know 
anvthing- about them. Hon. members have 
their rnasters outside this Chamber, and, 
when thev are told by their masters that they 
have to do so and so in this •Chamber, tl_ley 
have to do it. Of course, they know ?othmg 
about it. because they are not permitted t_o 
know. The hon. member for Port CurtiS 
savs he knows nothing about Garbutt. Here 
is 'the gentleman's photograph (holding up _a 
group photograph) with Garbutt, take:' this 
::ear, and yet he denies he had anythmg to 
do with it. Wh:; is his photograph there? 
Why does he deny having anything to do with 

111r. Brennan.] 
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it? \Ve, as a party, must be particularly 
careful. \Ve owe a dutv to the workers out· 
side to protect them, 'and we will protect 
the democracy of Queensland in the most 
vital way. \\'hat is a more vital way than 
having their names on the electoral roll'? 
If we do not check the intrigue' of outside 
capitalists supporting Opposition members in 
this House--

:Mr. KERR interjected. 
Mr. BRENNAN: Of course. You were a 

Labour man at one time. 
:VIr. KERR: Never in mv life. 
Mr. DRENNAN: I do ~ot blame the hon. 

member; he has to do as he is told. We 
have to do as we are told, because, before 
we come into this House we sign a platform, 
and that is our contract with the workers. 
Hon. members opposite have no platform at 
all. They come in here and take their 
instructions from day to day. vVhy, the 
Nationalist supporters used to come into the 
lobby, and when the Libera~ Governme;-tt 
were moving the second readmg of a B1ll 
thev were told to withdraw it. We are 
endeavouring to put our platform into execu· 
tion. vV e owe a duty to the people outs1de 
who put us here, and unless we chock the 
conduct of our opponents outside the Home 
in employing agents and canvassers to do 
certain things to the electoral rolls, what 1s 

the good of a franchise at all'! What is 
the good of a franchise to us if they can 
"jolly'' with it outside? \Ve should be 
careful in seeing that we do the right thing 
to the workers outside. We know very well 
that our opponents have been most active in 
the matte1' of taking names off the rolls. I 
know what the reason i;,, They have said they 
were expecting an election. It all depends 
on what they meant by their expectations. 
Thev expected to defeat th1s Government. 
What are 4,000 or 5,000 votes if they are 
properlv handled bv the unscrupulO\US persons 
they employ? They employ the highest intel· 
lectual people they can get. The men out­
side are far superior in craft and ingenuity 
to hon. members opposite. Their friends 
outside would not sav the things about this 
party that members inside ;;ay. They do not 
say them because thev could not prove them. 
I hope the Attorney-General will see if some 
regulation cannot be immediately framed, 
or some Bill passed in this House, to pre­
vent these canvassers going round taking 
names off the rolls. \V e shoul·d prosecute 
any crowd of persons who are engaged i;1 
taking names off the rolls. All such apph· 
cations should be made to the nearest con· 
stable, and unless that is done the wol'kers 
of this State will be badly treated. 

:\h. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): To what 
depths has the House descended when such 
a speech as that delivered by the hon. mel:l­
ber for Herbcrt is permitted" It is a diS­
grace to himself and to his electors, and 
such a speech should not be tolerated. The 
hon. gentle1nan h3 3 enough educat.ion and 
experience to know that the deductions he 
drew from those minutes arc absolutdv incor­
rect, and that his charges are ab~olutel,, 
unfoun<:led. The minutes were apparently 
secured from the same source from which 
other minutes were secured, and it is not 
honourable to come here with minutes of 
private meetings and twid and turn them to 
suit his own ends for e1ectioneering purposes. 

Mr. PEASE: \V ere you at that meeting? 
Mr. FLETCHER : There is nothing in 

those minutes that is in any way harmful. 

[Mr. Brennan. 

The hon. member did not give the date 
and he inferred that the lea·der of the Oppo~ 
s1twn was there, and he tried to reflect on 
the leader of the Opposition because he was­
there and supported the minutes. Suppose 
the leader of the Opposition was there is 
there any ham1 in that? None whatsoe~er. 
So far as I am concerned, I will stand up 
for anything I do at any time. I am not 
nshamcd of anything I do. The hon. mem­
ber has endeavoured to connect me ith these 
charge,, I only wish I were oppose·d to the 
hon. member at election time. I would con­
sider that I was doing a great service to the 
countr;,- in defeating him, bPcausc I could 
defeat him easier than I could defeat anyone 
else if he followed such tactics. The hon_ 
nwmber has tried to reflect on members on 
this side when he knows from his own experi­
ence that what he has stated is absolutely 
Ulltl'U('. 

Mr. PEASE: I do net deny a thing I do, 
like you do. 

1\lr. FLETCHER: H8 tries to make out 
that \Ve are following dishonest practices in 
regard to the rolls. 

::Yir. PEASE : So you are. 
Mr. FLETCHER: There are thousands 

and thousands of names on the rolls in 
Queensland of people who do not exist or 
people who have gone from one electorate 
to another electorate. At the last election 
there were 700 names on the roll for my 
own electorate which ought not to have 
been there. Is it not the duty of any organi­
satiOn to make an effort to remove such 
names? How are you going to get names 
removed from the rolls unless you have an 
organisation and have men going out 
through the country trying to find out 
whether men whose names are on the roll 
exist at all? How arc you going to pay the 
organisers' salarif-.; unless you have mone-y 
to pay them'? We are doing it in the 
mterest' of the countrv and in the interests 
of clean rolls. I do , not say that any of 
these people vote at election times, but there 
is a danger of it; and if the Attornev· 
General had done his duty, there would 
not be any of th1s troLible to-day. 

The ATTO~CoJEY·i?ENERAL: I am doing my 
duty now. 'Ihat 1s why I put the police on. 

l\h. FLETCHER: The hon. gentleman has 
been negligent of his dutv. The hon. member 
for I-Ierbert made a g1:eat song about the 
finance;; of a certain party. I do not know 
anything about the finances. So far as I 
a.m concerned, t~ere io very. little nwr:ey 
mdecd. }Ioney IS not the thmg that wms 
rrn election. I do not want more than £100 
tn \Yin an election, and when the hon mem· 
bcr "')-s that tens of thousands of pounds 
are put. in by the. people controlling u•, I 
say Jt IS a downnght untruth. vVe come 
into t!Jis House to do our dutv. and when 
,. e get the opportunity we \Vill do it. I 
cannot believe, if the hon. gentleman pub· 
lishes his speech throughout the Herbert, 
that the people of the Herbert will stand 
for him: and if I can do anything to defeat 
a man like that at election time, it will 
give mP great pleasure in the interests of 
the country to do so. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: He twisted your tail, all 
right. 

Mr. RIORDAJ'\ (JJur!.-r): With regard to 
this roll-cleaning campaign of the Country 
party and the enormous funds which they 
have aYailable for this purpose, and the· 
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number of whisperers or organisers they are 
employing, and also the reports of the pro­
gress they arc makinr; in regard to my own 
electorate, I wish to say that I have been 
following closely on their trail for the last 
six months, and they are adopting some 
low-down methods to bring about the defeat 
of the hon. member for Burke. I am satis­
fied that intelligence in the long run will 
count for more than the trickery of their 
paid whisperers, and I shall be here for a 
long time yet. During my visit to the 
electorate I found that they were making 
the attempts stated by the hon. member for 
Herbert in connection ,-_ ith roll-cleaning. In 
addition to that, but in a lesser degree, the 
same work is being performed in the 
Gregory, Flinders, and Burke electorates, 
and they have at present some 2,000 names 
fo·-: removal. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN: l:nder the provisions 
of Standing Order No. 307, and of the Ses­
sional Order agreed to by the House on 30th 
August, I shall now leave the chair and make 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAc;; reported progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Dav for a later hour of the 
sitting. · 

QuESTIONS. 
R£YExt:E AxD EXPENDITURE OF JYIArx RoADS 

BOARD. 

:\It·. T. R. ROI3ERTS (East Toowoornba) 
asked the Secrete1ry for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vhat has been the revenue 
received b:- the Main Roads Board-(a) 
Government appropriation; (b) other 
sources, and from whom, as at 30th June 
each yea1·, since appointed? 

" 2. What has been the expenditure­
(a) management and clerical; (b) 
bridges and culverts; (c) road formation 
and ballasting? 

" 3. What length of road has been 
ballasted ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, ]{ eppel), in the absence 
of the Secretary for Public Lands (Hon. J. 
H. Coynre, Warrcgo), replied-

.. 1 to 3. 'l'he information will be con­
tained in the annual report of the Main 
Roads Board, which I hope to table with­
ju a few days." 

STATE IxSTTR.\KCE PRE}IJUMS FOR IxnusTRIAL 
DISEASES IN MouKT MoRGAK DISTRICT. 

::\1r. PETERSON (j' orrnanby) asked the 
Attorney-General-

" 1. ·what amount was collected in pre­
miums bv the State Insuranc« Depart­
ment in the Yl:ount Morgan district dur­
ing the financial period, 1918 to 1~22, for 
industrial diseases purposes? -

" 2. \Vhat amount has been disbursed 
by the State Insurance Department dur­
ing the above period to-(a) sufferers 
from miners' phthisis or other industrial 
diseases; (b) dependants of the above?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
::\lullan, F/;',ulrrs) replied-

" 1. £24,275 16s. for mining diseases. 
"2. Prc-cuming the hon. member's ques­

tion 2 refers also to the Mount M01·gan 

district, the answer is: £9,412 10s. 7d. 
paid and £13,838 15s. yet to be paid in 
instalments (total, £23,251 5s. 7d.) to 
sufferers from mining diseapes and their 
de pen dents." 

Cr.osuRE or POLICE CouRT IN SouTH BRISBANE. 

:\Ir. FERRICKS (South Brisbane) asked 
the Attorney-General-

" 1. From what date was the Police 
Court at South Brisbane closed? 

'' 2. ·what has been the saving, per 
annum, on account of such clo;;mre? 

" 3. \Vhat extra cost, if any, has been 
incurred per annum in conducting Police 
Court proceedings at Brisbane from the 
transfer up to the initiation of the 
:Ylagistrates Court? 

'' 4. \Vhat number of officers were 
transferred on account of the closure? 

" 5. Have any additional officers been 
nPcded at the Central Court? If so, how 
n1any "!" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL replie-d-
" to 5. This information is being 

obtained." 

OrExJ:-;o OF NEw SOI:TH \VALES MARKET TO 
FAT CATTLE FRO~! QuEENSLAND. 

~.h .. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth) asked 
the 8ecretary for Agriculture and Stock-

" In view of the fact that the price of 
prime beef is from 10s. to 15s. per 100 lb. 
hig·her in the Sydney market than in 
Queensland markets, which means an 
advantage on a 700-lb. bullock of from 
£3 to £3 15s. to the grower, will he-

la) Get into touch with the New 
so'uth \Vales Government with a view 
of arranging a con ferenee between the 
Stock Department of New South 
Wales and the cattle committee of 
Queensland; and 

(b) If a conference can be arranged, 
permit Mr. Cory (Chief Inspector of 
Stock) to accompany the Queensland 
cattle committee to such conference; 
and 

(c) Allow 2\Ir. Cory to make all infor­
mation available to the conference, a.nd 
to assure the conference that cattle, 
after being twice dipped at the bord~r, 
can be safely trained or otherwise 
removed to the Sydney market,_ such 
cattle to be only fat cattle for rmme­
diate slaughter?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
Al\D STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) 
replied- . 

" A conference on the meat mdustry 
has been called by the Minister for Cus­
toms to meet in Melbourne on the. 19th 
instant. at which an ende<tvour will be 
made to bring the subject referred to b1, 
the hon. member before the conference. 

APPLICATION FOR ScHooL TEACHER AT MERAWA. 

:\Ir. :MOORE (,"1ubigny), in the absence of 
Mr. Mm·gan (Murilia), asked the Secretary 
fot Public Instruction-

" ·will he again consider the applica­
tion of parents for a school teacher ":t 
Morawa.. and appoint one on the condi­
tion that, should the average attendan'?e 
fall below nine, the school to be agam 
closed?'' 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO::"o[ (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) 
replied-

" I regret that, as the prospective 
attendance of children of recognised 
s"hool age who could be depended upon 
to attend regularly is only ten, I am 
unable to approve of the reopening of 
the school at pr<'sent; but I will give the 
matter favourable consideration as from 
the beginning of the new school year if 
there arc, at that time, not less than nine 
children of school age who can be 
relied upon to attend with regularity 
and punctuality. When application was 
made for the establishment of this 
school the number of prospective pupils 
was given as fourteen. The school was 
opened on the 19th September, 1921, and 
was closed, on account of small attend­
ance, on the 2nd June, 1922. The enrol­
ment and average attendance for each 
month that the school was open were as 
follows:-

I Enrolment.] Average. 

S-e-p-'.e_m_b-er-,_1_9_2_1 ___ 11 ~-~--8-6--
0ctober, 1921 12 

1 
10·4 

November, 1921 
1
1·

2
2. I 

10
9·7 

December, 1921 
February, 1922 1 9 i 8·1 
l\Iarch, 1922 . . I' 9

7
• !' 46:~1, April, 1922 .. 

Mtty, 192:2 8 I 5·7 

" It will thus be seen that the number 
{fourteen) of prospective pupils, stated in 
the application for the establishment 
of the school as being available, was not 
at any time enrolled, and that the 
department did not close the school 
immediately the attendance fell below 
nine, but continued it for four months 
of the current year, so that it might 
be seen whether there was any likeli­
hood of an attendance of nine pupils 
being reached. As the attendance did 
not reach that number, and as the 
teacher wa,s being paid salary and allow­
,•,nccs totalling £188 6s. 8d. per annum, 
I felt that I was not justified in con­
tinuing the school for so small an 
average attendance. There was difficulty 
also in reg·ard to suitable accommodation 
for the teacher. Simultaneously with the 
closing of the school, and so that the 
pupils should have some measure of in­
struction, action was taken to enrol the 
children in the correspondence tuition 
classes, which were instituted by me to 
meet suc'h cases, and which are proving 
very successful." 

FIXATION OF PRICES OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS. 

Mr. BRAND (llurrum), in the absence of 
Mr. Walker (Cooroora), asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" \Nil! he give a guarantee on behalf 
of the Government that the Commissioner 
of Prices will in the future be restrained 
from interfering with the prices of 
primary products of this State?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" It would be inadvisable to give the 
as,urance the honourable member desires, 
for the reason that in many cases the 
Commi;_sioner of Prices has been Te-

quested. by organisations and bodies 
representing primary producers. to take 
action with a view to protecting them 
against exploitation by distributors and 
middlemen. In these cases the action 
taken by the Commissioner has been 
entirely in the interests of the primary 
producers and the consumers. The 
honourable member himself realise-l this, 
for in his speech in this Chamber on ilhe 
29th August last he stated that the Com­
nlissioner had dono an enormous amount 
of good in connection with the bacon 
industry.'' 

PADTENT OF POLICE FOR ELECTORAL ROLLS­
ENROLMENT. 

Nlr. BRAJ';'D, in the absence of Mr. 
Walker (Cooroora) asked the Attorney-
General- ' 

" 1. Is it a fact that members of the 
Police Force are now engaged upon the 
'vork of securing ne,v enrolm'ents on the 
State electoral rolls. and arc paid 2d. 
per head for city electors and 4d. per 
head for country electors? 

" 2. Arc they paid for supplying in­
formation nece"·,ary for the deletion of 
names from the electoral rolls? 

"3. \Vhat expenditure has been in­
curred on this account to present date? 

" 4. vYhen was this system of payment 
of piecework rates first instituted?" 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GE:'\ERAL reDlifcd-
" 1 to 4. I will furnish the information 

when the vote ' Electoral Office ' is under 
discu:;::sion at a later hour." 

BILL FOR RE:-!A11!IKG ELECTORATES, 

1\Ir. BELL (Fassifun) asked the Attorney­
General-

" 1. Is it the intention of the Govern­
ment to introduce this session the 
'Renaming of Electorates Bill?' 

"2. \V ill the Bill confirm the names 
specified by the Electoral Commissioners, 
or will it make other provision for the 
naming of tho districts as now adjusted? 

" 3. Will the name ' Fassifern ' be 
redo red to my district?" 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GENERAL replied­
" 1. Y CS. 

" 2 and 3. These details will be dis­
closed when the Bill is introduced." 

0PEKI"G OF MDNBILLA-MOUliT EDWARDS 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. BELL, without notice, asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" vVill he inform the House when the 
last section of the Munbilla-l\Iount 
Edwards Railway will be open for 
traffic?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" In about a month's time; probably 
7th October next." 

BRITISH IMPERIAL OIL COMPANY'S 
'IRAM\VAY A:\fD WORKS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornbrli): I beg to move­
" That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
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.0 f t>~e \'iholo to consider of the desir­
a.blenc'S of introducing a Bill to authorise 
the British Imperial Oil Company, Limi­
ted, to cunstruct, manage, maintain, and 
work certain lines of tramway and cer­
tain pipe" conduits, and other works i;>, 
along, over, under, and across certain 
public roads within the Shire of Toombul, 
in the State of Queensland; and for other 
consequential purposes." 

·Question put and passed. 

SCPPLY. 

. RESC\lPTIOCi OF COliiMITTEE-FIFTEE:.;TH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(.!lr. Kirwun. Brisbane, in the chair.) 

DEPART:'iiENT OF JUSTICE. 

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION. 

Question stated-
'· 'I'h .. t £12.973 be granted for ' Elec­

toral Registration.'" 

Mr. RIORDAX (lJurke): I was pointing 
out at the adjourument that the Country 
party pointed out in their annual report the 
number of names they had ready for removal 
from the Burke electorate. I would like to 
know from hon. memhers opposite who is find­
ing the money for the removal of those names. 
Who is firding the money to support the 
great number of organisations throughout 
Northern Queensland·: I know that claims 
are being sent out by Nlr. Bradley, the 
organi~Pr, advi:-3ing electors to get off the 
roils, and tdling· them, if they do not change 
t:1Cir names on to other rolls, application will 
bo made to the court for the removal of 
their names. This sort of thing has bceu 
going on for quite a long time .. They are 
endeavom·ing to strike as many workers off 
the roll as the:, possibly can. 

Mr. I· LETCHEH.: Non-existing \vorkers 

Mr. RIOHDA::\: The hon. gentleman has 
-disfranchised the whole of Port Curtis; I 
do not ""'nt to disfranchise the Burke elec­
tor:,k. I am prepared to stand up before 
en'r.; r ih:tor there, and I object to the 
1 rick er, of the Country party and their 
organisation. 

Mr. FLETC'IIER: You arc hvisting it. rrherc 
I: no tri<.:kery. 

Mr. RlORDAX: If I twisted like the 
hon. mcnb<'r for P01't Curtis. I would be a 
corkscrC'•'-'. HP twisted. before he had been 
iil the House twentY-four hours. and left. the 
1'\ ationalist party to go to the Country party; 
and, because he was not elected deputy­
leader of the Country party, he sits like a 
bjg Loy sulking on the back bench. The 
.hon. gentleman will find after the next elec­
tion tha.t he will have to seek another 
occupation. I consider it is a dangerous 
practice to allow 13radle:v or anyone else 
tr, rc'movo narnes fron1 the electoral rolls. 
If any person re1noyes narnes from the elec­
toral rolls, he should be prosecuted. This 
is a matter that should be inquired into by 
the Der,;utment of Justice. .Members of 
the Govmnment party should not stand for 
the action of obtside organisations in trying 
tr. disfranchise the elector". We know that 
the Country party get their revenue from the 
Pastoralists' Association. I am satisfied that 
Yf'Sted interests will always fight the Labour 
part;". I have no objection to that. I know 
that the workNs in mv electorate contribute 
a few shillings each at' election time to assist 
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me in my election campaign, but I always 
acknowledge it. But hon. members opposite 
will not stand up for the crowd who con­
tribute to their fund. They are always 
repudiatiHg the crowd who are responsible 
fot their campaign funds. They do that 
because they think t.hey can gull the workers 
into supporting them. They come here and 
shed crocodile tears in the interests of the 
working classes; yet during all the years 
when they suprJOrted the Government on 
the Treasury beuches they never brought 
forward one Act to assist the working classes 
oi this Sta.te. 

:"~Ir. lYlOORE: Nonsense! 

Mr. RIORDAN: When the Labour mem­
bers tried to introduce an amendment of the 
\Vorkers Compensation Act, hon. members 
opposite would not suppo·rt it. In decency, 
the:, did eventually put it on the statute­
book; but what is the good of putting an 
Act on the sicatute-book if you do not put 
ir, into operation and administer it? I know 
that the Upposition and their supporters 
outside ,, ill u'e any meam to defeat the 
C:m·ermnent. The;; are not particular as 
t0 the means they adopt to do that. We 
l10ard hon. nwmhe1·s opposite repudiate Gar­
butt, w!1o was doing their work for them 
outside. Not only have thev got organisers 
ir1 the Burkr· electorate, but they have got 
t\vo organiser(, for tho Country party in 
Cooktown. ·\Ylw are paying those 1nen their 
WU!SCS and their high travelling expenses in 
North Queensland' 

lH r. GREEN: Tl1c districts themselves. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. member says it 
i, done bv the districts themselvt'S. \Vhen a 
diegruntl;d or dissatisfted public servant has 
been di mi'3ed fo!' being dirty enough to 
bring son1e false charge against the G-overn­
ment. the Oppositiou usually appoint him 
to a job as orga.uiscl'. \~' e know that 
Andrews was sent up to Cairns just when 
there was a possibilit:.' of an earl:: election. 
That was tbe time when negotiations were 
going on to try and bny the Premier. We 
know that th<>v fell into their own trap. 
Then thev cowe hc>re and wash their hands 
of the men who have been supplying them 
with their funds. Thev dissociate them­
:,elves from the organisation outsi·r1c. They 
do cr>rtain thin:>;s to put in the front window 
and keep other things in the hack room. We 
know that Edkins was sent up to Longreach 
as an -qrganiser last year, and in a. speech 
there he pointed nut that they had been 
able to l'ffect a saving to the employing 
class of £30.000 in wages last vear. In what 
va;y? By rob bin'< the work~rs-by taking 
it from the worker . 

The CHAIRMA;\f: Order! I hope the 
hnn. member will conr·cct his remarks with 
thP vote before the Committee for " Elec­
toral Rcgi3tration." 

;'11r. RIORDAN: I am connecting my 
remarks b.'' showing where the funds come 
from to get these names struck off the rolls. 
The Opposition expected something quite 
rrcPntly. Th0y ha-d banquets prepared in 
1'\orth Queensland. They had made arrange­
ments for one in To", nsville. They thought 
they had eff.ected their purpose. They 
thought they would get us to the country 
w.~ilc the.· had 2,000 electors struck off the 
roll in the Burke electorate-(interruption) 
-but they miscalculated. If members on 
this side were to play the low-down methods 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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of their party, hon. members opposite would, 
no doubt, have effecter:! their purpose. Had 
Mr. Theodore deserted this party and the 
people who sent hun here and gone away 
with the following he wc1s supposed to have 
who were deserting Labour, they would have 
got what was left of the Labour party to 
the country at an unfavourable time when 
the workers of the State were all wiped off 
the rolls. The hon. member for Gregory 
read out a circular which was sent to the 
managers of stations a~Sking them to send 
in the names of persons on the rolls who 
had left. with their political opinions and 
information as to wheno they were going. 
When those cards which Bradley sends out 
are returned with a tick against their own 
pure merinos, those without ticks never 
reach the electoral office; t,hey go into the 
wastepaper basket-thousa,nds of them. 
Hon. members opposite are now trying to 
disown the leaders of this organisation, and 
in giving the lie back to the hon. member 
for Burrum I was only using the language 
of the leader of the Opposition when he 
called my friend the hon. member for Her­
bert a iiar. That is the only reply they 
have to make to the'e things. We have 
heard members on thL Opposition benches 
get up, speaker aft~r speaker, and put their 
case and send out their statements through 
'' Hansard" without e,ny denials from this 
side; but when the party on this side have 
put up speaker for speaker on this occasion, 
they ha,ve sat like a lot of sulky boys and 
>'aid that the Government do not want them 
to get on with the Estimates. We are get­
ting on with the Estimates. and if we are 
getting on slowly, it is their own fault, 
because the lc·ader of the Opposition knows 
that his own party would not be muzzled 
and he lost control over them. \Ye have 
ccrta.in rights here, and I, for one-, am going 
to expose the tactics adopted by t 1.wse gentle­
men. Travelling through an electorate so 
C''{tensiYe as the Burkc P1cctorat0, \vith an 
area of RDmewhere abon• 72,000 square miles, 
costs something, and I met not only one 
organiser there but quite a batch of them. 
One gentleman told me that he wa" going 
to oonduct his camr,a.ign in an aeroplane 
wiich Mr. 'i\1cJ\1aster. but Mr. Mcl'\laster was 
defeated at the plebiscite, and I do not 
know what he is going to do now. I am 
satisfied that. when the numbers go up, I 
shall have the drop on my opponent, at any 
rate. 

Mr. VOWLES interjech•d. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The Countn· party will 
have the crash from tht> 'plane: No doubt 
thcv have had a crash since that "no confi­
d01;ce " motion and the cat got out of the 
bag. 

Mr. BEBBISGTOX: .. AJl your plans were 
"duds." 

cl1r. RIORDAN: The• hon. member is 
passing almost every day looking after his 
plebiscite in Lockyer. He is one of those 
f:[Cntlemen who have been squealing ever 
since the redistribution of seats. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON: Rightly eo, too. 
Mr. RIORDAN : Thu hon. member has 

been very busy in Lockyer, and he is seeing 
that no names are struck off the rolls there, 
especially those of farmers. I would like 
the Minister to take some action with regard 
to these cards that are going all over North 
Queensland. They put fear into people by 
threatening them with prose"ution. Many 
persons do not know who Mr. Bradley is, 

[Mr. Riordan. 

and they think it 1s a genuine electoral 
office notice, and they become alarmed. 
Some of them have ridden many a mile to 
the nearest police station to see what is 
wrong. A man living in Eacham electorate 
went across to Ortona, a. couple of hundn'd 
miles, to remove a boiler, and left his wife 
a,nd children, w.ho were going to school, in 
the Eacham. He was away only about a. 
month when he got a card telling him that 
if he dirl not change his name to another 
roll he would be prosecuted. Of course the 
man was wise to that, and he handed the 
card over to mo and left his name on the 
Eacham roll. But che other side objected 
at the revision court, and if those fellows 
can bluff those in charge of the revision 
court they will do it. It causes me a good 
deal of expense in following these paid 
gentlemen round and trying to keep the 
electors of the Burke on the roll. I think 
it is very unfair tactics in a large electorate 
like the Burke, where there are very great 
dista.nces between some of the places of 
employment, to allow this trickery to go on 
-and it is nothing else but trickery. I 
think the hon. member for Townsviile, who 

knows Mr. Bradley, might whis­
[5 p.m.] per in his pink ear. because I 

do not think the hon. member 
will stand for this bed of thing. I am 
quite satisfied that t.hP police are quite cap­
able of doing this kind of work without the 
aid of Mr. Bradley. 'I'he thought passes 
through my mind that the hon. member for 
Townsville is one of the executive of the­
Country party. I am more than surprised 
at his standing for this sort of thing. It is 
no good hon. members coming here and 
washing their hands oi the thing; they are 
putting many hard-working people to great 
inconvenience througr. sending out this 
threat to try and get thorn struck off the 
roll and disfranchised at election t'ime. I 
hope that the Department of Justice will 
see that justice is don8 by the electors of 
Queensland; I hope it will see that, before 
anyone is struck off the roll. evidence is 
produced by these touts and whisperers that 
the man is on another roll. I would have no 
objection then to his 1>ame being taken off. 
I do not think the name of any man should 
be taken off the roll until it is on another 
roll or until they hav8 proved that he is 
dead. 

Mr. J. JOXES: Supposing a man leaves 
Queensland? 

Mr. RIORDAN: If he has no intention of 
returning, he will be struck off. The hon. 
member may kno>v of an isolated case to 
the contrary. I know of a case of a man 
who never left Queen street, Brisbane. His 
name was taken off the roll, and he >Yas sum­
moned for not having his name on the roll. 
I know of another oa,se of an old-age 
pensioner who resided in the Army Home at 
Red Hill and who had never been out of 
there. He had his name put on the roll. 
\Yhen he "~itnessod the signature on another 
man's claim card he was informed that his 
name was not on the roll. The police can easily 
erase names from the roll ; hut it is not the 
function of Bradley, the crrganiser of the 
::'\iorthern Country party. The hon. member 
for Kennedy says that he contributes to the 
election fund by way of levy on his stock. 
I admire the hon. member; he 1s honest, 
and stands up to it. What I object to is 
hon. members washing their hands of Brad­
ley, Sl£eman, and these people who conduct 
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thBir Northern campaign. The hon. member 
on the back bench, the hon. member for 
Kenncdy, is like me-he is only a pawn in 
the game. The people with whom Bradley, 
Slooman, and Co. are engaged are those 
on the fl'ont Opposition bench. 

lVlr. BEBBIKGTON: The Government are 
spending £500 a week now on a political 
council. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I know what the hon. 
member is getting at; he has a ·'bee in 
his bonnet." The Government are trying to 
emancipate the class that has been down­
trodden for the last fifty years as the result 
of legislation of hon. members opposite. I 
am not going to discuss that question with 
him. He will have a busy time until his 
plebiscite is over, and I will leave him until 
he has settled his differences with his 
friends. 

Mr. EDWARDS: If ho wins the plebiscite, 
he is "home and dry." 

Mr. RIORDAN: I am not going to regard 
the hon. member for N anango as a prophet ; 
he has to get over his difficulties with " Bob" 
Hodge. (Laughter.) He will have no start 
on " Bob " this time; he will go off the 
same mark, and ho will have to watch that 
his rolls are all right. 

Mr. EDwARDS: I am willing to g·ive you 
a start. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Let the hon. memhBr 
come along with me and I will give him 
a start. He will have to go every inch of 
the way with me, though I admit that, when 
it come' to roll-stuffing or di,franchising 
people, the hon. member might give me a 
big start. 

Mr. GREE='J (7'oumsril/e): I had not 
intended speaking in connection with this 
vote or any vote on the Estimates. Through. 
out this session members of the Opposition 
particularly ha,ve been mbjocted to innuen­
does and insinuations frorr1 hon. members 
sitting on the Government benches-innuen· 
does and insinuations which, I venture to 
say, are unworthy of any gentleman in this 
community. If the political and public life of 
this State has degenerated to such a condi· 
tion as would appear to be evidenced by what 
has taken place in this House during this 
session, it is a sorry condition for this State 
t'' be in. The actions which have manifested 
themselves throughout this session will not 
have the effect of attracting to Parliament 
men who will tend to place it on a high 
plane-men who will develop the State and 
bring about in the minds of the people a 
feeling of respect for Parliament. I do not 
stand for anything dirt:c in connection with 
the electoral rolls, whether done by the Go­
vernment. by the Opposition, or by any 
organisation. If any hon. member opposite 
can prove to me that an organisation with 
which I am connected, or behind which I am 
standing. has been guilty of deliberately 
attempting to deprive men of their votes 
and to bring about unclean rolls in order to 
get an unfair advantage at any election or 
in any electorate, I have no hesitation in 
saying that I will not only dissociate myself 
from such an organisation, but .I will never 
run again under the banner of such an 
organisation. 

Mr. RIORDAN: How do you account for 
this annual report? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You ought to sack 
Bradley and Co. straightaway. 

Mr. GREEN: If the Minister can prove 
to me that anything they have attempted 
to do has been done with the purpose of 
acting unjustly towards any elector of this 
State or any electoral division, I arn quite 
prepared to wa·h my hands of the whole 
affair and of politics in Queensland. 

Mr. PEASE: You had hotter do it now. 
?vir. GREEN: I am not prepared to do 

it now, became I honestly and conscientiously 
believe that that was not the object. I have 
seen some, of the circulars that have gone 
out-I have some particulars here which I 
did not wish to give to the House, but which 
I feel compelled to give now. I cannot read 
ir.to the before-mentioned circular an 
attempt to deprive unjustly any man of his 
electoral rig-ht. I trust that hon. members 
opposite will try and realise that there 
i3 a certain amount of self-respect, a 
certain amount of honour, a certain amount 
of justice, incorporated in those , who are 
sitting in opposition, representing a large 
number of the electors of this State. If the 
opinion of the Government concerning the, 
Opposition, or the opinion of the Opposition 
concerning the Government, has got to such 
a low state, it is a sorry day for this State. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S:;nTH: Do you think that 
it is a fair thing to send circulars to stations 
asking the managers or the owners thereof 
to givt' a li·'t of their employees and a state· 
ment of their respectiv<' political views as fa1· 
as the:v know them? \Vhat can a party who· 
do th~t have in 'iew? 

Mr. GREE='!: I am going to read that 
circular in a minute, and I am going to lea ye 
the clauses in it for the judgment of any fan·· 
mind0d person. I think .hon. member.s v.:ill 
agree that there is a certam amount of JUStJfi. 
catiDn, or a certain an1ount of reason, for our 
feeling that we should exert ourselves. to see· 
that no man is deprived of a vote. It IS only 
a fair and ji.1st thing that, if a man remc;ves 
from one electorate to another and resides 
in that new electorate for some years, he 
,hould get his name on the c?rrect roll. I 
think the Attorney-General will agree that 
any self-respecting man would take that 
course. 

The ATTORKEY·GEKERAL : I am sorry to say 
that your Townsville organisation tried to 
wrongly remove names from the roll, as om· 
official' prove by the documents I have here. 

Mr. GREEN: I would like to see those 
documents so that I could get an explan:'· 
tion from the organisation concerned. I d1d· 
not intend to ·say anything with regard to 
the insinuations that have been thrown out 
during this session. I have tried to treat 
them with a certain amount of contempt. I 
"·as quite content to go, not only to those 
who had supported me in Townsville for w 
many years, but also to go amongst those 
who had opposed me, and place my exact 
position before them. If those eledors feel 
that I have done anything to disgrace my 
position in this House, or to lower the 
standard of political life in this S"tate .. I 
am quite prepared to abide by the1r 
judgment, whether they be my opponents or 

. my support<~rs. I do not know if any other 
circulars have been sent out, but I only have 
the one which was mentioned by the hon. 
member for Gregory, concerning- which he 
asked the Minister a question. In reply, the. 
Minister stated that, not only was an attempt 
made to take names off the roll, but an 
attempt had been made to deprive men of· 

Mr. Green.] 
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the right to vote. This circular is issued 
by the Korth Queensland division of the 
·Country party. It states-

" URGENT! 
" Queensland Counhy Party, 

(Northern Division), 
" 'rownsville, 23rd June, 1922c 

" Dear Sir,-'The rolls that have been 
compiled for the new electoral boun­
daries, recently laid down by the Com­
missioners appointed by the Thcodore 
Government to give effect to the Redis­
tribution of Seats Bill, have just come 
to hand, and a hurried inspection shows 
them to be in such a deplorable condi­
tion that my council hasten to warn you 
of the position." 

Mr. PEASE: How do they know that they 
·are our supporters? 

Mr. FLETCHER: Let the hon. member read 
the circular. 

Mr. PEASE: I was not given a chance. 
Mr. FRY. Don't be a " kid " all your life. 
Mr. WILSON (to Mr. Fry): He is a better 

man than you will ever be. 
Mr. FRY: I am not a fat fool like you. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I ask the hon. 
.member for Kurilpa to withdraw that 
remark. 

Mr. FRY: In deference to the hon. member 
I will withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope hon. members 
will allow the hon. member to continue his 
speech. The interjections must be very dis­
concerting to him. I again appeal on behalf 
of the '' Hansarcl " staff, who have com· 
plained to the Speaker and to myself about 
the difficulty of correctly reporting hon. 
members. I appeal to hon. members again 
for the sake of " Hansard " to be a. bit 
indulgent, and allow hon. members to deliver 
.their addresses. 

HONOuRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GRE.E~ : 'I'lw circular continues-

" Already we have found the names of 
many hundreds of our supporters trans­
ferred to electorates other tha.n the one 
in which they reside, and aclclecl to this 
is a large list of n am cc of persons who 
obviously h>Lve been wiped off altogether, 
The position is so serious that we believe 
many thousands of electors will be totallv 
disfranchised through the errors and 
omi ,sions that have taken pla.ce, and 
these supporters will find on polling­
clay that their names are not on for the 
electorate for which thev are entitled to 
vote. " 

"To avoid the consequences which will 
sm·elv follow the return of a Government 
responsible for such a state of affairs, 
my conncil are determined to fight to 
have all properly enrolled, and, to carry 
the work out, intend to put on a. special 
stafi at Charters Towers and Townsville 
to treat with the matter. Charters 
Towers will handle the Western el<JCtO· 
rates, whilst Townsville will do the 
coastal. The job is a tremendous o·ne, 
and your help is needed to make success 
possible, and as we fear an earlv election 
thme is no time to be lost. " 

"The appended questions please answer 
and return in envelope enclosed, and we 
will check all the information you give, 
If we find the names you send are 

l:Mr. Green. 

wrongly enrolled or omitted, we will 
immediately fill in cards to correct the 
matter. 

" In conclusion, we a.sk you to attend 
to this matter at once, and help the 
Country party force clean administra.­
tion and secure your enrolment. In 
treating with th • list of employees, put 
a tick opposite the names of those you 
think are our supporters, to enable us to 
compile a return to place before Parlia­
ment showing the extent of the victimisa.­
tion, A 11 you say will be treated as 
confidential. 

" Help us help you get sane Govern­
ment. 

"Yours faithfully, 
" H, G. BRADLEY, 

" Organising Secretary." 
Mr. PEASE : That proves our case. 

Mr. GREEN: That is the only literature 
I have rccei vecl. The onlv roll I am con· 
corned about is the Town~ville roll. I am 
concerned, not only as representative of 
Townsviilc in this Chamber, but as mayor 
of the citv. iVe recently took a ballot in 
connection with a certa.in loan in that city, 
and the officials at the Town Hall stated to 
me, in connection with the three rolls dealing 
with Townsville, Munclingburra, and the 
new Kennecly, that many of the old residents 
-manv of them railwao: workers, some of 
them living in Ma.crossan street, Townsville 
-had their names omitted from that roll 
without being placed on any other roll. 
Section 19 of the Elections Act states-

" Any person entitled to vote shall have 
his name placed upon the roll for the 
district in which he lives." 

'The Attornev-General once admitted that, 
'i'vhcn a pers~n remoycs from ono electorate 
t> another for any length of time, it is only 
right that he should have his name trans­
ferred to the correct roll. That is all I am 
asking. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is where the 
hon. gentleman's organisation does not play 
the game. His orga.nisation at Townsville 
and elsewhere has been busy getting names 
off the rolls, 

i\lr. GREE~: I do not stand for that. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Your organisation 

does. 
i\'Ir. GREE:"<: I have mentioned some 

names in this Cha.m her before. I do not like 
being personal, and I think every hon. mem­
bct· will admit that I try to avoid per­
•.ona lities as much a- I can. I asked a 
question as to whether certain names had 
!Jeen removed from the Townsville roll, and 
whether thcv had been placed on another 
electoral roll, while at that time they were 
still on the Townsville roll. One of those 
gentlemen was the hon. member for 
Mundingburra himself. I know that, accord­
ing to the \et. the hon. member has a right 
to be enrolled on the Munclingburra roll, 
because he is the representative of that 
electorate. In all fairness, and in all justice 
a.ncl honour. I contend that is the roll on 
which the hon. member's name should be. 
There is only one deduction that you could 
draw from that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The name is on 
the Mundingburra roll now. 

Mr. GREEN: The Minister said he would 
make inquiri€s, and I am pleased to hear him 
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say that the name has now been placed on 
the proper roll. I appreciate the action of 
the hon. member for J\1undingburra in recog­
nising the position. Then let us look at 
and fairlv consider the following:-

" 3224 McSherry, J ames J oseph, Sturt 
street West, carpenter. 

" 3226 McSherr:·, Laura, Sturt street 
West, domeo;;;Gic duties." 

These people have all resid0d in Ahearne 
street for some years. McSherry was secre­
tary of the Workers' Political Organisation 
for thB Townsville and Mundingburra electo­
rates. They have been living outside the 
Townsville electorate for 'Ome years, yet 
thev absolutclv refuse to have their names 
taken off that roll. When the injustice of 
the case was pointed out to them, they said 
deliberately that they refused to go off the 
Townsv ille roll and on to the correct roll, 
and that they remained there for the deliber­
ate purpose of voting against the present 
member for Townsville. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You know they 
cannot do that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: But they did do it. 

Mr. GREEN: All I am asking is that we 
get a fair deal. That is all the organisation 
are asking for. If we obtain clean rolls, then 
I say all honour and credit to the partv that 
beats us; but let us be beaten fairly and 
squarely. 

Mr. PEASE: You refer in that 
the disfranchisement of electors. 
of the Nationalist party says that 
disfranchise. 

circular to 
The leader 
you cannot 

Mr. GREEN : I will deal with that in a 
minute. Then take these names-

" 1284 Everson, Agnes, Morehead street. 
" 1285 Everson, Edward, Morehead 

street. 
" Edward Everson was secretary of the 

Seamen's Union and went to Brisbane. 
He is on the Southern Federal rolL but 
he still remains on the Townsville roll. 

" 3986 Ryan, Annie, Mansfield Hotel. 
" 3987 Ryan, Arthur, Mansfield Hotel. 
"3989 Ryan, Cornelius J., Mansfield 

Hotel. 
" 3991 Ryan, Eileon, Mansfield Hotel." 

They refused to go off the Townsville roll, 
though they have gone to Cairns and have 
taken a farm in the Cairns electorate and are 
permanently residing in the Cairns electorate. 

Mr. RIORDAN: You have not given them 
time. How long is it since Con. Ryan left 
Townsville? 

Mr. GREEN: Between s1x and seven 
months ago. 

Mr. RroRDAN: He was in the Mansfield 
Hotel at the beginning of the year. He left 
four or five months ago. 

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member for Burke 
will agree that Con. Ryan knows more about 
the electoral rolls than I do. He has been 
closely identified with political matters in 
Korth Queensland for many years. In all 
justice and all fairness, these names should be 
put on the correct roll. If he is entitled to 
remain on the Townsvillo roll, let him remain 
there. If I am beaten for Townsville in a 
fair way, I do not mind one iota. It does 
not worry me in the least; but all I ask is, 
" Let us hav,, a fair, square, and clean go, 
and let the best man win the contest." Con. 
Ryan was one of the Labour organisers and 

was closely identified with the Labour 
moven1ent. 

Mr. RIORDAN: He has not been an organ­
ser for eight y<>ars. 

Mr. GREEN: He was an organiser. Now 
we come to another case in regard to which 
the Minister said he was making inquiries. 
T!>e particulars are-

" 1702 Kelly, licensed victualler, Bran­
don. He was struck off the 1921 roll as 
lw had left Brandon for Brisbane, and 
afterwards he went to Charleville and 
then returned again to Brisbane, where 
he still resides. Later, in 1921, although, 
he never returned to the Bowen electo­
rate, he was reinstated." 

I have been told-I hope it is not correct­
that was done under the instructions of the 
::Vlinister for Justice. I hope that is not so. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I never heard of 
the gcntk'man before. 

Mr. GREE:'\: I am pleased to have tbat 
denial from the hon. gentleman, because that 
is the information t,hat was supplied to me 
ccncerning that n1an. · 

''"With regard to the Charters Towers 
roll we have-

1284 1-Iayce, Margaret, Metropolitan 
Hotel, housewife. 15th November. 

1286 Hayes, Thomas Augustme, 
Metropolitan Hotel, licensed victuall<er. 
" They were omitted from the 1921 

Chart~Crs Towers roll, owing to having 
left and taken the Government refresh­
nJent-rooms at Homestead, but were rein­
stated on the J uiy and September supple­
ments. The Federal roll shows them as 
living at Homestead for about three 
vears but the,, refused to enrol for the 
Kenn'edy State electorate, which they 
were in before redistribution. Now they 
are at the Ravenswood Junction r,efresh­
ment-rooms, and still refuse to be taken 
off the Charters Towers roll. 

'' ThC'•,e people were most defiant in 
this respect, and stated they int~;:'d to 
remain where they are at present. 

That is not fair, it is not just, and it is not 
honoumble. I do not care whether they 
support members on this side of the House 
or members on that side of the House. Let 
ns be fair and square and clean in all our 
dealing~ as far as we possibly can. These 
are but a few significanf, instances. 

Mr. PEASE: You chase an elector h-orn 
the 1\'orth all over the South and 'Vest, and 
then you say you have no funds. 

::Ylr. GREEN : I did not say we had 
no funds in the Korth. 

I want to refer now to the redistribution 
that took place. L:nder the redistribution the 
boundaries of various electorates were alteroo, 
and the Townsville boundaries were: altered. 
The Attornev-Gt:neral will acknowledge that 
I never made the slightest objection to the 
alteration in the boundarie;. If the Commls­
sioners thought it was the correct thmg to 
do to alter the boundaries as they have 
done--

Mr. BEBBHiGTON: They did not have any 
say in it. 

Mr. GREE:\f: I must admit that I had the 
opportunity, but I did not protest. It was 
in their hands and in the hands of the Govern­
ment, and, if they desired to alter the boun­
daries as they did alter them, then I am qmte 
pr,epared to stand by it. But the new rolls 
came out for the new electorates and I have 

Jl1r. Green.! 
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·definite instances where persons miles away 
from the boundaries of the Townsville electo­
.rate and who were never on the Townsville 
roll are now on it, where individual families 
arc picked out and placed on the Townsville 
roll and the rest of the people in the same 
street are not on the roll. 

Mr. PEASE: My opponent lives outside the 
electorate, and his name is still ·on the roll. 

Mr. GREEN: All I know concerning this 
circular is that the organisation are making an 
effort to remove the~e names and put them 
on the right rolls. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will guarantee 
that yon will have a clean roll at the next 
election. and so will every other hon. member. 

Mr. GREE:::-;[: I am very pleased to hear 
it. \Ye have the same thing at Magnetic 
Island, 7 miles away. Magnetic Island was 
never in the Townsville electorate. yet the 
individual names of families are picked out 
and put on the Townsville roll. whereas other 
r·e,idents living adjacent are on the correct 
roll-the new Kennedy roll. It is almost 
inconceivable. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: l am afraid you 
ar ' going on the exaggerated statements of 
that orgrwiser. 

Mr. GREEN: I am going on what I h'ave 
:5een. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Have you 
made representations to the department in 
the n1attcr? 

Mr. GREEN: I am not doing that work. 
\s the Secretary for Railways knows, I was 

not going to speak on this matter but intended 
cL aling with it in another way, but we have 
had these innuendoes. I have sat under 
them for the last four or ftve weeks and 
remained silent, and I felt this afternoon that, 
in justice to myself, I had to sp •ak concern­
ing then1. 

:Mr. l'EA'·E: Your own officers reported at 
the last. election that hundreds of railway 
workcn should not he on the roll, and those 
1nen were working there at th~ time. 

l\lr. GREE="f: I know nothing about it. 

Mr. PK\SE: You have to stand up to what 
Bradley does. 

I am g·ci~1g to stand up for what is a fair 
and 8l_1narc deal to everybody, and that is 
all I ask for. It is inexplicable to me why 
these things are done. I take it that the 
organiser"' naturally feel that the-,e t.hings 

have been done deliberately, and 
[5.30 p.m.J in justi< •e and fairness to the 

party they have been paid to 
rc:1resent. they are trying to have the 
correct thing don<:>. I have placed the 
tnattcr fairlv before the Committee. All I 
'"'k for is a fair and straight go, and, if 
the Go• .rnmcnt win under those conditions, 
then more power to them. 

Mr. COLLINS: (Bowen): I have read this 
re;Jort of the Country party organiser, Mr. 
Bradley. \Yho is well known in my electorate. 
I do not tnind how n1any organisers th0y 
send into mv electorate, as I shall still be 
able to retain the seat. EYer since I have 
been rdurned for Bowen, they have done 
their very best to defeat me throurrh their 
organiserS. Talk about innuendoes!~ They 
do not make innuendoc', thev tell lies. Thev 
talked about my being in ~eceipt or £1,000 
a year. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Everyone else has had 
to put up with it. 

[Mr. G1'een. 

Mr. COLLINS: One of the organisers is 
a gentleman named Griffin, of Proserpine. 
He is on the job all the time. It is no use 
the hon. member for Townsville saying that 
the organisation belonging to his party is not 
out ,to remove names from the roll. 

Mr. ::.V1ooRE: Names that ought not to bo 
on. 

Mr. COLLINS : The difference between 
the Labour party and the party which the 
hon. member for Townsville is associated 
with is that the Labour party alway" 
endeavour to put the names of workers and 
other people on the roll. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: \Ve put on the roll 
the names of men of all classes. 

Mr. COLLINS: It seems that we have POW 

in the :\orth an organisation which has been 
able to remoYe over 4,000 names from the roll 
in certain electorates. It is as well to read 
sJme of this report-

" ROLL vVORIC. 
" The most important phase of our 

work has progressed during the period 
under review, and in J\iirani, Mackay, 
Dowen, TownsYillc, Mundingburra, Her­
bert. Cairns, C\)arters Towers, Queenton, 
and KPnnedy the whole of the rolls have 
been thoroug·hly revised and extensively 
cleaned." 

I maintain that it is the dub- of the electoral 
offi~er, and nGt of an organi~ation over which 
the Government haYe no control, to revise 
the rolls. Let me read on-

"It has necessitated the rcmov~l, by 
objection or by transfer to other elector­
a!<>, of approximately 4.500 names of 
person, who appear on the rolls shted. 
In addition to electorates named. but m 
a lesser degree, the same work has been 
pcrforrne.d ·in Gregor~v, Flindcrs, a_nd 
Burke electorates, on the latter of "hrch 
we hav-e on hand at present some 2,000 
rwrsons for removal and apart from the 
deletions stat~d. Application for new 
enrolmonts ha vo been treated with from 
all centre:::, in satisfactory nutnbers." 

I do not suppose that the Opposition claiJ? 
that thiB is a secret document. I presume 1t 
has been sent broadcast to the different organ­
isations in the electorat·cs mentioned by me. 
It is quite clear from that docum~nt-it is_no 
use the hr:m. member for Townsvrlle denymg 
it-that the avowed object is to remove 
names from the roll ; but it is not their 
bueinee' at all to remove names from the 
roll. It is the dutv of the Government to 
keep a clean roll. an~l not of outside or_ganisa­
tlons such as i-he Country party organ1sat1on. 
TheY boast. that thev have removed 4,500 
nanies from the roll. ' 

Mr. ::.V1oORE : They do not ; they say they 
arc read~· for rernoYal. 

Mr. COLLI="JS: J\!ly opinion is, if I mav 
uee the expression, that there are tons df 
money behind tchis. Hon. members opposite 
havC' 'any amount of money behind them t;a 
employ these organisers. Mr. Bradley IS 

wdl known in the North. Mr. Hardy was 
nlso organising; in the Bo,ven electorate, and 
used to go round in a motor-car. Therefore, 
they must have had funds to pay for the 
motor-car. It seems to me that they are 
trving ·to move heaven and earth to get 
rid ocf Labour representatives in the North. 
It is nothing new: it has been goinr; on all 
the time, but it has not succeeded. It rs 
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·true thett, as the result of accidents. thev 
came out for the new electorates and I hav"e 
have succeeded in 'vinning Kennedv ari"d 
Townsville, but it is quite uncertain w'hcther 
the hon. members for thDse electorates will 
be returned at the next electiDn, notwith­
standin~ their organising work. 

Mr. FRY interjected. 
Mr. COLLI:"JS : I am inclined to ask 

.;omcone to remove the hon. member from 
the House. I would like to see some good 
man conte-.t Kurilpa with him. 

:\1r. FRY: I would like tD fight you in 
I(urilpa. Co1ne on ! 

The CHAIH11AN : Order ~ 

Mr. ('OLLI:.JS: The pDlitical views of the 
hon. 1nerr1bcr are a mystery to me. 

:Ylr. FRY : They are honest. 
::Yir. COLLI:\S: Don't talk about honesty. 
:'vir. Fm~: ::\o, you would not understand 

it. That is why I want to talk about it. 

:'11r. COLLI:"JS: DDes the hon. member 
. uccu .. e me of dishonesty? 

::Ylr. FRY: I do not; I sav that vou would 
not understand it. " " 

:\ir. COLLINS: I know more about 
honesty than the hon. member. 

Mr. FRY: That is vour own statement· 
it is not backed up by' much m·idence. ' 

Mr. COLLI:"JS: The hon. member for 
Burke de ;cri bed the pDsition of the Oppo­
'ltiOn ng·ht up tD the hilt when he dealt 
with the re;JOrt of the organiser. I was 
informed that my opponent went to 
Towns,-ille to attend a banquet. When 
he returned to Proserpine, the people 
there s ud tb at he looked a verv sorry man. 
They ,,-ere gDing to celebrate tho success of 
the no-confi-dence motion, and had everv­
thing reac\y for the now Government to take 
!'os>eseion ·of the Treasury benches. That 
rs the statement that has been sent down 
to me. I have no doubt ho met with crreat 
rli~appointment after spending his caSh in 
gomg tD Tm,-nsville to jubilate Dver the 
do'.mfall of tbo Labour Gm-crnment. I do 
not know how the thino- misf1red · I will 
leave it to hon. members ~opposite t~ explain 
that. The,\ must have l::oen well organised, 
as cvPrything \Yas going along beautifully, 
and they were arranging tD hold banquets 
to jubilate over the downfall of the Govern­
ment. I am inclined to think that thov will 
have to wait a long time indeed before thev 
will be able to jubilate over the downfail 
of this Governnwnt. It shDuld be the dutv 
nf the Electoral Department tD see that evor'v 
rnan LW woman \Yho is eligible is placc,d 
on the roll. It should be the dutv of 'everv 
·Government to make it easy for' people t;, 
g;et on the wll and hard for them to be 
taken off. I might inform the hon. member 
for Tm.-nsville that under the old Tory 
rt"'gimc. \Ybcn I ,,,as nominatod as a candidate 

·for Bm·ke in 1909, I was notified that I had 
left my home in Gympie. That wa, the 
method under the good old TDry regime. 
They knew that I was only temporarily 
absent from my home and that I was the 
selected LaboLlf candidate for Burke, but 
they_ marked me as " left" to try to injure 
me m the Burke electorate. The hon. mem­
'ber for Burke can corroborate what I say as 
be wag in the district at the time. The 'hon. 
•member for Townsville said that all thev 
<Wanted was to be treated fairly. It is some-

thing new for the party he is associated 
with to be fair. They ah\ ays tried to make 
it hard tD get on the roll and make it easy 
to remove names fwm the roll. 

:'vir. FRY (Kurilpa): The hon. member 
for Bow£n has bDrne out mv contention that 
ho should be honest in his criticism and 
honest. and just to hon. members sitting in 
this House. He would lead tho peDple to 
l;eiieve that we were, all dishonest. Hon. 
members opposite talk about playing the 
straight vctme. That proves conclusively that 
they know something aoout th,e croDked 
game. Whilst I have been sitting listening 
to the debate I could onlv come to one con­
clusion. and that is that" hon. members on 
the Govf~rnmont side ''rere trying to prove 
that the electoral officers can bo got at. 
Unle-·s that is so. there is nothing in their 
contention about names being taken off the 
roll. l\o organisatiDn can take a man's 
n.an1e off the roll, and no organisation can 
put a ma.n's name on the roll. That is the 
duty of the electoral officers. It is a shame 
that hon. members on the Government eide 
should be allowed to continue in this way 
to cast reflcctiDns on public servants. 

The A1'TORNEY-GENERAL: You know that 
is not true. 

:VIr. FRY: ::\o hon. member of this Com­
mittee can take anyone's name off the roll, 
r1nd neither can any organisation outside. 
That is tho duh of the electoral officers. If 
the charges made b.v hon. members opposite 
arc correct, then tho cloctora.l officers must 
haYO been got at. I am surprised that the 
Attorncy-Genc>·al should sit there and allow 
his supporters to criticise public servants 
in this way. I never e'Cpected that Parlia­
ment would get into the positiDn it has 
v,ot into. I neYer expected to hear the 
class of laniYuage that is used here. If I 
went into Queen street pnd picked out 
sCYf'nb:-twn n1cn from the street corner. thev 
•, ould · be able to conduct the affa.irs Df th.o 
Stah"' bctter, Ol' equally as well, as they 
rtrc conducted no\.v. 

The CHAIR:\lA::\: Order! I .hope the hon. 
:::cntJ0uwn i~ avvarc of the serious nature 
~[ his rc1nark. I am .. surprised at the hon. 
n101nhPr for I\:u.rilrHt, who I understand, ha.s 
delivered a lecture on parliamentary pro­
cPdurc. Jnaking use of such language. It 
is laid down 1n the 'twelfth edition of 
·· Ma.v"-

" It is obYiouslv unbecoming to per­
rnit oft('nsiYe exPressions against the 
character and conduct of Parliament tD 
be used without rebuke; for they are 
not unlv a contemnt of that high court, 
hut <tl'C. calculated -to degrade the Legis­
lature in the estimation of the people." 

I hope !he hon. member will restrain him­
self and not make anv reflectiDn on Parlia­
ment. "hich, he must see himself, he was 
oloing just now. 

:Ylr. FRY: I admit that I went further 
than the Standing Orders allow me, and 
made a mistake when I stated seventy-two. 
What I v. anted to point out was that I could 
get seventy-two men in Queen street who 
have got just as mlieh brains as the seventy-_ 
two members of this House. I do not think I 
am casting a.ny reflection on Parliament by 
giving that credit to sewnty-two men in 
Queen street. I hoiJe that Government mem­
ber' .will not cast any more reflectiDns on 
public sPrvants. They make statements and 

Mr. Fry.] 
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charges that the organisations outside put 
names on tho roll and take them off when 
that can onlv be done bv the <:>lectoral 
officers under. the control of the Minister. 
It is the Minister's duty to see that the 
department is run on correct lines. I did 
not intend to speak at all, and I only rose 
for the purpose of defending the. electoral 
officers. It is the dut,· of the :Nhmster to 
defend his staff from the statements made 
by his supporters. 

*Mr. DASH (Munrlin(llnu-ra): The position 
with regard to the rights of nomadic workers 
is a vcrv serious one. I know the position 
f·O fal' as :\'orth Queensland is concerned, 
because I 'vas .a. union official for years in 
1 he North, and I know the tricks that the 
Country party get up to when they: are 
dealing with the names on the rolL They 
can do mm·e effectiYe work with 1the 
Federal roll than thev can with the State 
roll, because the Stat~ Elections Act makes 
i~ pretty clear that, before a man can be 
struck off the roll, he must be placed on 
some other roll. I am not going to charge 
the Country part_,. with striking names off 
the roll, but l am going to suggest to them 
that a b!ettcr method for them to adopt is 
to put names on thE' roll. The Korthern 
Country party sent out a circular to the 
Eacham cledoratc. and the man who signed 
that circulm' called himself " Rolls Officer." 
\',nat does that mean'! Do':s it not imply 
that it is ome GoYernment official who is 
sending out that circular? It is not fair 
to srnd out a cirC'ular in this 'vay. rThis 
i-; what one part of the circular says-

" For this purpose I enclose you the 
necr<sary form filled in as far as pos· 
sib le, and ask that you will fill in 
answer to question No. 5, sign same, and 
have your signature witnessed by an 
elector. On completion, please return 
to P.O. Box 259, Townsville, when same 
will bt• immediately 1lodged on your 
behalf." 

Whv should the elector at Eacham forward 
his ""claim back to " P.O. Box 259, Towns­
ville ?" Thev did not tell the elector that 
that was the· post office box of the ='lorthern 
Country party. Why should these claims go 
back to any man signing himself " Rolls 
Gfficer ?" Is not that trickery of the worst 
type? Is it straightforward? No. It is not 
honest and it is not straightforward. This 
does not apply very much to the metropoli­
tan or town electorates, but it applies greatly 
to people living in the countr~; electorates. 
This is how another portion of the circular 
reads-

" Fa.iling immediate attention to this 
matter an objection to your name appear­
ing on Eacham roll will be lodged, and 
in concli1~ion I have to advise you th2t 
your neglect to attend to the matter 
leaves you liable to a penalty." 

That is a deliberate mis~tatcment. because 
there is nothing in the Art wh{ch states 
that a man mu··t do that. '.\'hy should an 
0lector send his eln im to an otlicer of the 
Country party? "Why does he want the-:e 
claims? It is only trickery. I well remem­
b<'r the <':trlY nineties, when the Government 
altered the· electoral boundaries in order 
to get men's narnr·s off the roll. There 
WPre about lOO men in the Eulo district 
working on a dam. and the electoral revision 
court boundaries tverp altered. These men 
were then notified that thcv were outside that 

[.Mr. Fry. 

electoral rcyisiou court division, and they had· 
to appear in another town to aus\Yer as to why 
their names should be retained on the roll. 
It \'"RS impo.,siblc for them to do that, so 
their names were struck off. Immediately 
afterwards the boundaries \YOre a~~ain altered 
bringin~ that portion of the district within 
anoiherb electoral reYision court division. 
Thee-<> \Yere the tricks that were tried in 
tho-=.p daY,. V\T c know now ho\v Bradlc:v 
got his {nfonnation. lie lea ent this trick 
from some of the officers of tlH old day>. 
I renu~mbc-r attending; the re,-i;;;ion court 
011 one occasion, nnrl they wantPd an agent 
to S\'-"<1 ar that a person who vvas on the 
r<11l ,,-as at that particular cpot O·~l the day 
that the sittings of the court wE're hdcl. 
PPrhaps that person would be lOO miles 
awaY from the court. aml it would be 
in1pOs:-ible to Hwcar that at that particular 
u•oment he was in the electoral district, 
and thcnefore his name was struc·k off. The"' 
organisations are getting back to the tactics 
which they adopted in those days. and it 
is to be hoped that the Government will 
amend the Ad to the effect that nobody 
but the electoral officers shall me the designa­
tion of "Rolls Officer," and provide n 
1 •en a lty for anybody who requires a person 
io send back a claim to am·bodv but the 
electoral registrar for the district. 

Then again, suppo~ir;g that those cards 
were returned to Townsville on the eve of 
th,, issue of the writ and had to be forwarded 
to Eacham. It wollld be too late, and those 
persons would be disfranehised. It is done 
fa,· the one purpose of tryin[r to intimidate 
people and keep th<em off the rolls. We 
know that thev would strike them off the 
rolls if they c'ould, but these methods are 
evE'n better, because thev nE'ver get on the 
rolh I have here a report of a meeting 
of the l'\orthern Courtry party. at which 
Mr. Garbntt presided, and those present" 
included MesHs. E. A. Hatfield, Campbell, 
and several others. I find that a telegram 
was received from Messrs. Green and J. 
,J ones, MM.L.A. I do not know whether 
the content' are true, but here it is-

" The following telegram >1as received 
bv Mr. Garbutt from Mr. \V. H. Green 
and Mr. J. ,Jones during the course of 
the above proceedings:-' Greetings and 
every good wish for successful confer· 
ence. Absolutely imperative maintain· 
intense organisation Northern Queens­
land; electoral roll should be particn· 
larlv watched. ]\; m·thern Country 
party's prog-ramme should particularly 
safeguard NorthPrr• interests and stand 
for Northern progress, a.nd be founded 
on broad democrat.ic principles, meting 
out justiee and faic' play to all sec~ions 
of the community. Upon such ba'!rs _as 
this, feel confident we can wm maJonty 
:"\;orthern seat' next election." 

The date of that conference was 2nd ='!ovem· 
ber. In view of the progress that the Coun· 
trv party organisers WNe making, I want 
to. know ;, hv thev drew th0ir special attention 
to the rolls.' mm:e especially when cards had 
been sent to Eacham and were asked to be 
returned to Townsvillfl. If those people 
were doing their ·work well, I do not sup· 
pose there was am· necessih- to wake them 
up to more stren~lous efforts. I have no 
objection to their pmting on the staff, and 
I ·do not know that any member of this 
party has. If we had the funds we would 
put on a staff, too, to watch our interest&,. 
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but unfortunately we have not, and we have 
hl depend on the voluntary work of the 
workers in our electoratf'~. 

The members of the Opposition talk about 
innuendoes, but a greater innuendo could 
not have been made fcgainst anybody than 
that made a.gainst me by Mr. J. H. C. 
Sleeman on the eve of the last State elec­
tion. It was very carefully worded in such 
a wav that a reader could draw the infer­
ence 'desired, althougL the writer \\as not 
prepared to make the plain statement. He 
thought he would get ill just in time, but I 
replied to him next morning, a.nd I am 
satisfied that he was not prepared to come 
back again. 

A GovERN~1EKT MEMBER: Who was that? 

Mr. DASH: Mr. Sleeman, the publicity 
agent. I think evervbodv in Townsville 
knows him, although I do not think I would 
know him if I saw him in the street 
to-morrow. 

Mr. GREEN: A very capable man. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I hope vou do not 

stand for his methods. ' 
Mr. MOORE: We do not stand for the 

methods of the men you employ. 

Mr. DASH: I want to be fa.ir to Mr. 
Sleeman. He is a very able writer or pen­
man. Ho can write the most scurrilous, 
dirty articles that any man can write, and 
at the ca,me time he can write most glowing 
articles. I have no complaint to make a,s 

to his ability as a jourmJ!ist or writer, but 
if the Opposition want fair and clean tactics, 
let thc'm adopt therr:, and "e will fight 
them fair and square all a,long the line. 
vVe ha'"'' never had a fair "go" from the 
Prt'ls during an election. All sorts of innu­
endoes and st~tenwnh are made. In the 
Town:;;ville "Bulletin'' onJv a few issues 
ago, the answer to the qu~stion asked by 
the hon. member for Mirani of the hon. 
member for Gregory was a.ttributed to t,he 
Prcmi<'r. If that is fair, I do not know 
what the Country partv would call fair. 

1\Ir. MOORE (Aubigny): The hon. mem­
ber for Mundin«burra has said that there is 
no penaltv if an elector does not get his 
name transferred from one roll to the roll 
of the dietrict to whicl~ he removes. When 
a man leaves his electorate a.nd fails to get 
on anothror roll he is liable to a penalty. 
The Act provides-

. " Any person whc is entitled to have 
his name placed on the roll for anY dis­
trict, whether bv wav Df enrolment or 
tran,fer, who fails, '~ithin a period of 
twenty-one days after having completed 
one month's residence within the dis­
trict to deliver or send to the Electora.l 
Registrar for that district a claim in 
proper form, duly filled in and signed, 
shall be liable for the first offence to a 
penalty of 10s., and for any subsequent 
offence to a penalty not exceeding £2." 

The organisation dcsir8s to have clean rolls, 
and ,-hen a ma.n l1as left one district he has 
to get hi 9 name on the roll of the district 
where he is living, and they are perfectly 
right in endeavouring to do that. It is 
unfair to keep men oll a roll when they 
have gone a way from that district. The 
Government's own Act shows that, when they 
leave one district and go and live in another 
district, they have to get on the other roll. 

'I'he ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Do von mea.n to 
say that if a man goes to look· for work he 
has to get off the roll? 

Mr. MOORE: He has if he is living in 
another electoratn. I am not talking about 
men who go and look for work. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A man may get 
temporary work. 

Mt·. MOORE: The Minister should be 
able to administer his own Act. If a. man 
goes out of one district. a,nd takes up his 
residence in another, why keep him on the 
old roll? 

T}w ATTORNEY-GENEl!c\L: He has to trans­
fer only when he takec up his bona fide 
residence there. 

Mr. BEBBING'I'ON (Drayton) : There is a. 
very big difficulty in persons on the borders 
of the new electorates knowing in which elec­
torate thev are situated. I have been round 
a little lately, and it is most difficult to deter-

mine which electorate people are 
[7 p.m.) in. Unless things are handled 

very carefully, when the next 
election comes round, farmers who are living 
on the borders of electorates will find that 
thev have been enrolled for an electorate 
oth~r than that in which they reside. That 
is the opinion of the people themselves; they 
do not realise where the boundary lines are. 
There ought to be community of interest. 
There does not seem to be any community of 
interest whatever. Take Brookstoad, in the 
Cunningham electorate, or, ra.ther, that which 
is called Drayton at present. It goes into 
Dalby. I do not knmv the exact distance 
f)'{)m Dalby, but it must be 40 or 50 miles. 
T is really a farming district of Pittsworth. 
Tak0 \Vyre.•ma. within 7 miles of Too­
woomba. \Vhat community of interest is 
there between those electors and those up 
near \Varwick? The kindcst and most 
charitable thing ihat can be said about the 
redistribution is that it is a political bungle. 
I would l'ot be one to hold the Commissioners 
re,ponsible for a job like that. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: The hon. gentlcma.n was. 
the first to go and see the Commissioners. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Commissioners 
should not have been interfered with. Nn 
one should have been allowed in the room. 
If there has been no political interference, 
then the work of the Commissioners stamps 
those rnen as utterlv incompetent to carry 
out their business. The most charitable thing· 
one can say is that they were not responsible. 
and that it is a political bungle. Tha.t is 
what thn people of Queensland believe . 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosetrood): So far as 
I can understand, the hon. member for Dray­
ton was the first to rro to the Commissioners 
fer the purpose of getting his electorate fixe.d 
up in the manner in which he wanted It 
done. 

Mr. BEilBJNGTON: I went down the same 
a; every other hon. member did. They should 
not have been a.llowod to go. 

Mr. W. COOPER: I refused point blank 
to haYe anything to do with the outlyir;g 
boundaries. I said that, if I could not wm 
the Roscwood seat without interfering, some­
body else could have it. I am not going 
tu sit in this Chamber and listen to hon. 
m em b0rs saying that the redistribution of 
seats was a political bungle. Nine out of 
ever" ten members went to the Commissioners 
to give instructions to them so that they 
could get the very best from the Commis­
sioners. 

Mr. BEllBINGTON: 24,000 farmers were dis­
franchised. 

Mr. W. Cooper.] 
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Mr. W. COOPER: Nonsense. 'l'he charge 
made by the hon. member is only in keeping 
with other charges made bv horr. members 
oppo<jte. They have endea\·ourcd to cover 
their own tracks by making charges against 
the Government. vV e know perfectly well 
that, prior to the redistribution of seats, hon. 
members opposite claimed that it was neces­
sary to bring about such a redistribution in 
order to give the people of Queensland 
equality of representation in this Chamber. 
Now, after it has been done and because hon. 
members opposite are devoid of anv other 
charge, they oome along and say that the 
redistribution was a political bung le. Just 
im<tgine the leader of the Opposition moving 
a want of confidence motion in this Chamber 
three or four weeks agu, when we now see 
every hon. member opr,osite on the defence! 

Mr. BEBBI"'GTOK: Fancv the Premier ask­
ing the leader of the Opposition to move the 
motion I 

Mr. W. COOPER: Such disgraceful pro­
ceedings on the part of the Opposition have 
never been known in the history of anv 
Parliament. If the people of Q'ueoneland 
return that party again to power the two 
State institutions that I have in nn electorate 
would not hold one quarter of 'the 112onle 
who should be in them. As soon as '' H~n­
sard " is distributed throughout the State 
disclosing the arguments and the charges 
and the whole record of hon. m em bors oppo· 
site. instead of their being returned to power, 
there will not be five of them left. 

Mr. HAR'l'LEY (Fitzroy) : During the 
afternoon I was higl·Jy amused to see the 
hon. member for Port Curtis lash himself 
into a white fury because this party had 
criticised the actions of his party in attempt­
ing to manipulate the rolls. Apparentlv the 
hon. member scor::10cl the idea that • thev 
wolild do such a thing, ·,·et in the same 
breath he admitted that they were sending 
men out for the purpose of getting names 
off the roll. I think he said that there were 
700 in the Port Curtis electorate who did 
not record th.eir vote-l 'l'hat may be quite 
true, but it does not prove that those men 
were not entitled to be on the roll. It might 
simply prove that they were· outside the 
electorate at the time of the election. It 
could e<tsily have boon ascertained bv an 
application to the Electoral Regi:,;rar ·how 
many of those people who did not vote were 
not entitled to be on the roll. It would be 
a simple matter to find tha,t out. 'l'hey 
were probably living in scattered portions 
of the State. and therefore did not record 
their votes, and no doubt a number of notices 
were sent out asking for the reason why they 
did not record their vot(?. I know the same 
thing happen0d in my electorate. Quite "' 
large number of people did not record their 
votes. and things were made pretty uncom· 
fortable for me after two or three weeks bv 
people calling and a'king if the Govern· 
ment were going to institute proceedings 
because they had not recorded their votes, 
and letters a ppcared in the papers saying 
that these people could not be found-that 
their n"'''!l'.'s were on the roll, but that they 
were ficttt!ous names and had no real exist­
ence. It simply shows that a lot of people 
are careless as to whether theY vote or not. 
'l'ho leader of the Nationaliet party stated 
that at the late by-election there were 1,500 
names on the roll-I presume he meant tho 
P<tddington roll-more than were shown 'orl 
the Commonwealth roll. That does not 

[Mr. 1r. Cooper. 

show that thev were not entitled to be on 
the roll. ::viost" likely the Commonwealth roll 
was manipulated. I have no hesitation 
in saying that there has been ceaseless 
scrutinv in connection with the Common­
wealth· roll for the last year or so. They are 
absolutely keen in the Commonwealth Elec­
toral Office to remove names as soon as thev 
get anything like the semblance of an excuse 
for doing it. What is the system by which 
the Commonwealth roll is altered from time 
t0 time? One of the worst systems that can 
be in operation. 'l'he postal officials go 
ftom house to house delivering letters, and 
they get ls. for every name they put on the 
roll <tnd for every niune they give notice to 
have cut off the roll. 

Mr. T. R. RoBERTS: 'l'.hat is not correct. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Perhaps the rate is 
tumbling. Perhaps the supply has exceeded 
the demand since I inquired, but I think my 
statement will be found correct. I got, it 
direct from the oolloctor. Whether he 
thought he was not getting the award rate 
or not. I do not know. I simply state the 
fact as it was state-d to me by a postal 
collector. Tho point I wish to m<tke is that 
the collector is not keenly interested whether 
h" gets a person put on the roll or taken off 
the rolL Vvhat he i'' interested in is the 
fact that he gets an m=tra bonus at the end 
of the yoat· b:: reporting as many names as 
he can either for enrolment or erasure. If 
he happens to go with a letter to residents 
in the locality-and they may have been 
re <idents for many years-and they do not 
answer the door because they do not happen 
to be at hom_c, he Inai\.es a note in his note~ 
book and reports them as absent, a,nd the 
Commonwealth roll is manipulated accord­
inglv, a.nd their names are struck oif. In 
ever'v Commonwealth electorate there are 
dozens and even hundreds, of people who 
have never been out of the street for which 
thev are enrolled for eight or ten years, and 
sorr~otin1cs longer, and their names have been 
taken off the roll. That is the way the 
mtmes are put off, and that is the reason 
whv there is suc.h a. disparity between the 
narnes on the Commonwealth and State rolls. 
I think the Elcctora.l Office should exercise 
ko<'ner uporvision with regard to the State 
rolls, and that greater facilities a_nd infor­
mation should be placea at the dtsposal of 
al1 electors to have their names put on the 
roll, or to enable them to apply, when they 
have resided long enough in the place where 
they live, to be put on the roll f~r the new 
electorate. In that w,t.; a cm·tam amount 
of duplication which has taken place in. con­
nection with the State roll would be av01ded. 
I want to toll the hon. member for Port 
Curtis, after all the wild fury and annoyance 
h•l exproccd this afternoon, that the Denham 
Government, whieh he came in here pledged 
to support, not only attempted to keep m.en 
off the roll, but actually sent up speCial 
instructions from the Brisbane office, and 
subsc'luontly sent up an officer to try and get 
a; manv nanw' off the roll in Rockh<tmpton 
and Fitzroy electorates as he could. 

:Y1r. BEBBIXGTON : \Vhy should you follow 
such a bad example? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not following a 
bad example; I am simply reminding the 
hon. n1en1ber of these sins, to encourage him 
to repent <md do better in the future. I 
happen to know this. because, although 
I was not in the ford rant as a possible 
candidate, I was employing the spare time 
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the capitalistic crowd had given me-they 
,;a ve me a lot of spare time, and I used it 
well. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: You did not feel like 
working for nothing. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I worked three months 
-for nothing. The political crowd and the 
capitalistic crowd at that time had me just 
about on the scrap heap, so far as getting 
\\'ork was concerned, and I put in three 
months as an honorary electoral organiser 
for the Labour movement. I canvassed the 
biggest part of the electorates of Rock­
hampton and Fitzroy. The first thing I did 
was to make myself acquainted with all that 
eould be done under the Elections Act. I 
happened to find out that this letter of 
instructions had been sent up, and I noticed 
that a certain number of names were marked 
in the official roll with an inquiry mark, 
and I asked the reason for it. I do not 
know whether it was through an oversight. 
01 whether they thought I had not enough 
gumption to see through it, but thev gave 
me the list that had been sent up from Bris­
.bane with the various inquiries marked on 
it. Somo na1ncs were 1narked with a query, 
some wore marked ''deceased," and others 
as having- left the district so manv months. 
l went through the list very carefully, and 
-then went round the electorate and inter­
viewed the people, and found out that they 
were people who had been resident there 
for six or seven ::ears. and had never been 
absent a week from their homes; yet their 
names in the list from the Electoral Office­
not from an org-anisation-had been queried, 
or the official had been instructed to mark 
them off. Fortuna.tcly, I was able to put 
them up to vYhat \Vas happening, and in 
many cases obtained their authority to go 
into court and see that their name, were not 
struck off. \ lot of names had been struck 
off, but we got claims and put them on again. 
I daresav. if I had not been as active and 
keen as" I was on that occasion the hon. 
gentleman's party would haVL• .,.m; the Rock­
h.ampton and Fitzroy seats at the 1915 elec­
tiOn. So whatever the hon. member for 
Port Curtis and other hon. members sav. 
they cannot support it bv evidence. Thes~ 
are things that all parties ha vo been guilty 
of. It is no use hon. members opposite 
trying to pose as Simon Purcs, and declar­
ing that they only believe in what is abso­
lutely right and proper at election times. I 
rcgrd the tactics which have been adopted 
bv the organisations behind the party oppo­
site, because they am so glaringly had that 
they gin' a barl tone to ever:c·thing connected 
with politics. It is evident that the Opposi­
tion realise theJ thev are lightin"' in the 
last ditch. and they "will use any ~methods, 
scrupulous or unscrupulous, and use any 
"·capons. fair or unfair, to down this Govern­
ment. I want to oav to the Minister in 
charg-e of the Estin{a tes that he cannot 
be too keen in his scrutinv. and the officers 
of the Electoral Department cannot be too 
careful in preventing any insidious work 
being accomplislwd to the detriment of this 
Government in the Electoral Office b,· the 
agents of th" party opposite. " 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): We cannot sit 
silently by and listen to the charge that our 
part.y organi~ations are mixed un vvith any­
thing wrong in regard to elections. I say 
tr.at the party has no knowledge of any 
v:rongful actions of the organisation at the 
present time. If hon. gl?ntlemen keow of 

anv, it will be helpful to the State should 
th~Y let us have that information. 

l\Ir. BRENNAN: You have heard it here all 
the afternoon. 

Mr. CORSER: I can assure this Com­
mittee that neither this party nor our 
organisations, so far as. we a.re aware, have 
done anything to the drscredrt of the party, 
and thev have no intention of doing any­
thing of the kind. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Don't repudiate your 
organisation. 

Mr. CORSER: I do not repudiate our 
org·anisation. I say that, if we cannot get 
into power by fair means, we do not want 
to get into power at all. 

0PJ:OSITIOX l\IE)fBERS: Hear, hear! 
:;-.rr. PEASE: You do not believe that. 

:VIr. CORSER: I do believe it. I am quite 
sa tisficd we arc going to get into power by 
fair means. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: You do not realise 
that. 

:O.lr. CORSER: We have always realised 
it. So fair were we as a Governn1ent when 
we \vere in powc::::, and so fair were our 
electoral rolls. that it enabled hon. member;; 
opposite to get into power with a majority 
c.f two to one. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was an 
accident on your part. 

:'.Ir. CORSER: The hon. gentleman is 
cuite correct in that; the people have since 
1;caliscd that it was an accident. It has 
certainlv been an accident for the State, 
<1nd the" hon. gentleman will know when the 
noxt ek,'tion con1es around. 

Th,o SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You passed 
compuhll'y voting and tl1e people returned 
tk with a majority of twenty. 

:'.h. cnRSER: Now the people are going 
to yote You out. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have 
L ·en sn, ing that for the la-st se;; en years. 

:\Ir. CORSER: Give us the opportunity 
uow and ,,-e ,,-ill show vou. Reference has 

made to the Federal roll. I think 
it would sa,-c a lot of trouble if we 

O!!C roll for both the Commonwealth and 
Sta.te. \\"e could ,ha,-o one clean roll then, 
and tlw people could be enrolled for one 
1'1cctotab' and one electorate only. That 
i, what the Opposition are out for. \Ve 
know the pooc,ibilitif'o of a clean roll, and 
,,-e ha,-e not got a clean roll in the State 
to-da,·. 

The ATTOR'(EY-GEKERAL: It would need 
to b'' better than the Federal roll. 

Mr. CORSER: 'I'he Federal roll is a 
dean roll. You want a roll that suits your 
party. 

The, ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I l:tn prove that 
the Federal roll is not a clean roll. 

1\lr. CORSER: You can claim to prov·e 
anything. You cannot prove that you are 
correct in your arguments. 

The ATTORXEY GEXERAL: I can, on official 
:;tatcn1onts. 

:\Ir. CORSER: I am sure the hon. gentle­
man cannot. under the Federal system it is 
possible to haye a clean roll and to have 
people enrolled for the electorate in which 
t!H'y live. but the State Act, unfortunately, 
rr;akes enrolment on several rolls possible. 

Mr. Corser.] 
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There is no <'Ompulsion that the elector shall 
say in his application form on which roll he 
was last enrolled, and till you get that infor­
mation you are not going to have a clean 
roll. 

The ATTORNEY GE~ERAL: That is not true. 
Under our ,.ystem you cannot be on two rolls 
at the same time. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. C'ORSER: . That is wrong. The 
Minister must be a very innocent man to 
make that statement, but I am inclined to 
think that he is trying to hide behind it 
the real truth. If a claim form is sent in 
b,,. some individual in South Brisbane who 
p;·eviously lived in Toowoomba, and whose 
name is on the Toowoomba roll and he does 
Hot say that he was on the Toowoomba roll, 
his name is placed on the South Brisbane 
roll and it remains also on the Toowoomba 
roll. As has been pointed out by the hon. 
member for Townsville, certain persons were 
on three rolls. There is nothing to stop it. 
I ask the Minister to indicate the machinery 
by which people can point this out and have 
those persons removed from the rolls on 
which they·are not qualified to be enrolled. 

There is another thing which makes it 
possible to have an unfair roll, and that 
is what I am cavilling at more than ansthing 
else. The only amendment moved by the 
Opposition to the Act of 1915 provided that 
the witness to the signature on a claim form 
should state the electorate on which he him­
self was enrolled. Since 1915 the Government 
haYe deleted that safeguard, so that the 
names of witnesses do not count for am-­
thing, because you cannot trace them. Tl~e 
Act merely provides that he shall be an 
elector of the State, and an organiser of any 
party can go into the Northern or vV estern 
parts of the State-Cloncurry, for instance­
and enrol men, whether they are qualified as 
electors or not, and witness their claim 
forms as "John Smith." Of course, ther·e 
is a "John Smith" on some roll, and you 
cannot trace him or prove that it is only a 
fictitious name. Those men have their names 
put on the roll, and there is no safeguard in 
the Act against that sort of thing. These are 
th<" things which we say go to make a 
" crook " roll. 

The statement that the Commonwealth 
authorities pay 1s. or less to postmen for 
putting people on the roll or taking them 
off is not quite correct. Postmen are 
rewarded for notifying changes of addresses 
o£ people who have not fulfilled what is 
required of them under the Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: "Electoral 
scalpers !" 

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members opposite do 
not even need " scalpers;" a " proxy " does 
it for them. The Federal Government are 
trying, as far as possible, to compel people 
who change their places of rf'sidence to 
become enrolled for their new electorates, 
and also to have their names erased from 
the rolls of the old electorates. That is aJl 
wo desire. Hon. members opposite want to 
leave the names of their friends on half a 

dozen different rolls. On the 
[7.30 p.m.J 1918 compilation there were about 

60.000 more names on the roll 
than there were adults in the State; and the 
Act has not been amended since. Whv not 
provide the machinery to enable us to s"ecure 
a clean roll ? 

Nlr. HARTLEY: To have what you call a 
clean roll? 

[Mr. Corset, 

::\1r. CORSER: A clean roll such as hon. 
members found when they were returned to 
power. 

Mr. WINSTAKLEY: Labour supporters off 
1!he roll and your own on? 

Y!r. CORSER: That is the claptrap which 
electors get from the kerosene tins from hon. 
m0mbers opposite~that hon. members on this 
side want to take evervone off the roll unless 
he is an anti-Labour "supporter. The proof 
of tne pudding is in the eating. In 1915, the 
last roll prepared by an anti-Labour Govern­
ment enabled hon. members oppos1te to 
secure posses .. ion of the Treasury benches 
with a two to one majority. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Our policy 
and your record enabled us to get into power. 

Mr. CORSER : The policy which hon. 
members preached--

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Which WG 

carried out. 
Mr. CORSER : Which they promised to 

carry out and then threw out. My one 
desire is to P8e that we have a clean roll, 
and to ensure that every individual is 
enrolled and for one electorate. That is all 
we wa~t. V\'"" are not going to get it, 
apparently, from this Government. '~o not 
only have the rolls prepared accord mg to 
their wishes, but have taken away four 
countrv conetituencies and-as the hon. mem­
ber for Dravton correctlv sbted-dis-
franchised 24,000 people. " 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): The hon. member 
for Burnett has said that he and his party 
stand for a clean roll. I \Voul d like to ask 
him to which party does he belong'! 

Mr. CoRSER: The Country part .. .--and I 
am proud of it. 

Mr. PAY:'\E: Does the hon. member 
belong to the Northern or tl1e Southern 
Country party? 

Mr. CoRSER : I belong to the Country 
party. 

Mr. P A YNE : Does the 
recognise Mr. Lodge. who 
org·aniscr out in the \V est for 
years-does he own him? 

hon. member 
has b''en an 

two and a-half 

Mr. CoRSER: Ask the organisation. 
:Mr. P A YNE : Ever since the last general 

election Mr. Lodge, who ran agaimt Mr. 
Hartlev in the Fitzroy electorate at the last 
clcctioD, has been an organiser. ~-\t cYery 
electoral registration centre in the Mitchell 
electorate. he has deliberately put in bundles 
of names. that he said should be taken 
off the roll. I happenod to be in the elPPtor­
ate. and I found that a deliberate attempt 
had he<m made to take off the roll th0 names 
of people who had been resi-dent th0rc for 
ten or twelve years, and who had never been 
out of the eiectorate. In every case those 
men had voted Labour. At a public gather­
ing I explained the provisions of the _elec­
toral law, and I told them that . ne1thf]r 
Lodge nor anyone else could hand m their 
names to be taken off the roll unless he 
planked down 5s. with each name; and .. 1f 
he failed to establish the necess1ty for taking 
them off the roll, that 5s. would have to 
o·o into f'onsolidated Revenue. Lodge 
.deliberatelv tried to mislead the electoral 
regi<Strars ·'in country electorates regarding 
the provisions of the State electoral law. I 
want a clean roll. I do not want on any 
roll in Queensland the name of any man or 
woman who is not entitled to be on. If l 
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eould not \Yin my seat on a clean roll, with 
evorv man enrolled who was entitled to be 
<>urollcd, I would not want to be here at all. 
At every election that I have contest<:d, 
even of hto .'·earo, I have found that qmte 
a number of people who have been living in 
Longreach for fifteen or twenty years have 
had thPir names taken off the roll. How 
is that? 

Ilfr. BEBBJXGTOX: That happens all over 
the place. It happened in my electorate. 

Mr. P A YKE: There has never been in 
Australia a party which has done more to 
" fake " the rolls than the party represented 
by m cm hers opposite, or their class. Go 
back twenty-f1ve or thirty years-the class 
which th<'y represent in this House to-day has 
done the most damnable things in connec­
tion with taking· the names of people off the 
roll. I am sick and tired of listening to 
hon. members on the other side talking about 
the rolls being stuffed. I do not stand for 
the stuffing of the rolls. and I know that the 
Government do not stand for it either. We 
pin our faith to a clean roll. Take any 
el.,ctoral roll in Queensland-I do not care 
where it ic.-run your e;; e down the list, and 
you "·ill find that at least 80 per cent. of 
the name~ are those of workers who work 
either by hand or brain. Thr; Labour party 
during: all time has said that once this 
workinu:-class movement became class con­
sciouc t'nough, once the workers became suffi­
ciently organised) it should not be necessary 
for any honest Labour man to go out on a 
platform and say a word in order to be 
returned to this House. We still say that. 
All we> want is a clean roll. _\t the next 
genera,! election. unless great care is taken, 
it will be founrl that the nameo of Labour 
supporters have been taken off the roll. 
Lodge has been travelling round the whole 
of tlw Mitchell and Rarcoo electorates. He 
has deliberately put in to every electoral 
registrar the names of quitE~ a number of 
men. and has tried to bluff them that those 
pcopl<' 11ot to be on the roll. That is 
one of Country party's organi·,ers. The 
parh opposite believe in a dirty roll. 
(Laughter.) For the last thirty odd years 
they have known perfectly well that, unless 
they manipulated the rolls of thie. State, 
unless they did something to bamboozle the 
workers, they could not get a seat in this 
Hons.,. 

::Vh. BEBBE\GTON (Drayton): When I 
spoke a short \Yhile ago about 24,000 farmers 
bPing disfranchised, I t.ook it on the average 
of four clectorat0s of 6,000 each. :\fv elcc-
tomte conta.ine 6,000 names. , 

:i'Ir. RYAX: You haven't got an electorate 
now. 

:V1r. BEBBI::\'GTON: I was elected to 
represent a certain number of people until 
the end of this Parliament. ?\o engineering 
on behalf of the Electoral Registration 
Departlllent can take away my right to 
rcprn<>nt tho<<; people. The hon. member 
for H.ose\>ood, in claiming to represent 
Lowood. makes a very big mistake. n,rr. 
2\rott. the hon. member for Stanley, repre­
sent-. Lowood. 

Mr. Vv'. COOPER: He does nothing of the 
kind. 

Mr. BEBBI:\GTON: He received the 
vot0, of those people to represent them for 
three years. No manipulation on behalf of 
the Government of or the Electoral Regi,tra­
tion Department can take away that right. 

The votes of the people give the right to a 
man to represent them-not the transfers of 
the Government or of the Electoral Registra­
tion Department. 

There is some suspicion that there was 
collaboration between the Premier and the 
Department of Justice i:n ,regard to the 
manner in which the leader of the Opposition 
vas induced by the Premier to table his want 
of confidence motion. It was quite evident 
to us, from the undercurrent that was going 
on, that the Premier wanted that want of 
confidence motion to come on at a certain 
time to coincide with certain things that were 
going on outside, 

The PREMIER : I knew it was coming on. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Premier practi­
cally asked the leader of the Opposition to 
bring that motion on on a certain date. He 
not only asked it, but he came over here and, 
in my hearing, he asked the leader of the 
Opposition something about the matter. Cer­
tain things were going on outside which were 
going to bring about certain things on the 
date that the want of confidence motion was 
to be moved. 

Mr. DASH: It did not happen, though. 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Premier has dis­
graced the officers of the Justice Department 
by asking them to act as spies. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman is not in order in saying that the 
Premier has disgraced the employees of a 
Government department. I ask him to with­
draw and apologise to the Committee. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I withdraw it, and, if 
you think it necessary, I will apologise. Buc 
the Premier had no right to ask the offioers 
of the Department of Justice to act as spies 
and wTitc shorthand notes in the dark. The 
Premier wanted the want of conf1denoe motion 
to come on at a specified time. The people 
arc discussing that matter oufside with a 
great deal of fervour and a gr·eat deal of 
suspicion. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member for 
Burnett sai,d that the Elections ~\et would 
not pet:mit them to have a clean roll, and 
that he wanted an amendment of the Act 
in order to permit that to be done. I was 
speaking juct now about a little bit of work 
I did at one time, and I have looked through 
" Haneard " to refresh my memory. What 
this little bit of the past reveals is rather 
enlightening. It shows what the Govern­
ment did at that time. That Govern­
ment was supported by the hon. member for 
Burnett. The Opposition say they want a 
clean roll, and they want a clause put in 
the Act to enable them to get it. The hon. 
member for Albert was Home Secretary at 
the time, and he must accept the responsi­
bilitv for the tricks that took place. He must 
take' the responsibility for all sorts of things 
that were done. In September, 1914, I wrote 
to the late Senator John Adamson, who was 
then a member of this House, stating-

" 1. I have to report that at the court 
held on 2nd October, 1914, 165 claims 
\V ere rej ccted on various grounds. 

" 2. That of 773 new claims sent in for 
the Fitzroy electorate, 165 were rejected, 
or one claim rejected in every five. 

" 3. That in the Rockhampton elec­
torate, of 629 new claims sent in 114 
were rejected, or one in every fiv·e and 
a-half new claims. 

Mr. Hartley.] 



1390 Supply. [ASSE:VIBLY.] Supply. 

" 4. These claims, with the exception 
of ten of them, all entitled to be re­
e·_·ivcd and accepted had they been 
correctly filled in." 

That was an old trick that they played with 
Labour electors. It did not matter to what 
party the man belonged, whether he voted 
Labour or any other way, he was always toJ.d, 
" I will fill in the claim." These were some 
of the things they did in filling in the claims. 
Any Labour man who allows anyone to fill a 
claim in for him other than his own known 
agent is a fool. But the electors are waking 
up. You cannot catch them in that way now. 
Those are some of the tricks they played on 
the old Labour electors. The letter further 
states-

" 5. The chief causes of the rejection 
werc• as follows :-

(a) Twenty-eight were rejected for 
the failure to answer, or the incorrect 
answering, of question ~,.o. 6-viz., 
' ·what was the date of your birth?' " 

Their ages would be probably set down as 
twenty, and the returning officer or the elec­
toral registrar would probably disallow their 
claims. The letter further states-

" (b) Ten were rejecte-d because no 
answer was giver; to question No. 10, 
viz.: Have you bonil fide and continu­
ously resided in Queensland for the last 
twelve months 1" 

Very often the applicant said that he was 
native-born and had never been out of the 
State, but because he did not answer that 
question his claim was rejected. The letter 
further states-

" (c) Thirteen were rPjected because 
they gave no answer to question T\o. 11, 
viz. : If so, in what place? 

" (d) Seven were rejected because no 
ansv•;er \\as given to question 1'\o. 12, viz.: 
If you arc not a native of Queensland, 
when cl id vou arrive in this State? The 
a.nswer ·giVen to nuestion 1\o. 7, viz. : 
What was your place of birth 1 showed 
that most of these applicants were 
natives of this State. 

" (e) Four claim-, were rejected because 
no ans" er was given to que•tion No. 13, 
viz. : If you are not a native, by what 
means did you arrive in this State 1" 

Notwithstanding that the answer to the ques­
tion as to w,ha t was tLe place of their birth 
•hawed that thev were born in the State. 
l'he letter further states-

" (f) Fifteen were rejected because no 
answer was given to question No. 14, 
viz. : Have you bona. fide and continu­
ously resided in thi0 electorate for the 
preceding twelve months 1" 

The claim showed that they were born in 
<.;)ueensland. Those were some of the tricks 
put up by the agents of hon. members oppo­
site professedly with the object of cleansing 
t-he roll. They talk about amending the Act 
s8 as to enable them to cleanse the roll, bu~ 
they only want to prevent men getting on 
and, whore possible, to take men off. I am 
quite sure nobody is going to be fooled by 
the cry of the hon. member for Burnett or 
anYbody else. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): In connection with this 
vote there have been some insinuations by 
hon. members opposite that this party is 
not prepared to maintain a clean roll. This 
party has always stood for a. clean roll, and 

[llir. Hartley. 

has a! wa vs de6ired it. \V e a.re determined 
that every eligible person in the State shall 
b~ entitled to a vote at the elections. That­
is a fair thing, and no party can complain 
if we endeavour to secure that. 

:Yir. GREE!;": On the right roll. 

The ATTOR::'-!EY-GENERAL: Yes, on 
the roll for the district in which he is entitled 
to vote. The hon. member for Burnett made­
a wild statement. 

Mr. CoRSER: It was not a. wild statement. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Tile hon. 
gentleman seldom makes any other sort of 
statement. He made a wild statement in 
which he suggnted that a man could be on 
one, two, three, or a dozen rolls. 

Mr. CORSER: I said there was nothing to 
stop him. 

The ATTOR~EY-GE~EHAL: That shows 
how irresponsible a~e the statements con· 
tinually mado by that hon. gentleman, and 
how totally incapable he is of understanding 
the electoral machinery of this State. For 
the information of that hon. gentleman, and 
perhaps other hon. gentlemen opposite, I ehall 
state the procedure of the Electoral Office, 
as set out by the officials of the Electoral' 
Registration Department in connection with, 
enrolment, erasement, and transfer. I do it 
in the language of the officials themselves, so 
that there YYill be no mistake as to what is 
done by the Chief Electoral Officer and his 
officers. Here is the procedure, and it shows 
that the hon. gentleman is utterly wrong in 
his statement-

" Claim cards are filled in bv electors 
and are forwarded to the electoral regis­
trar of the district or division in which 
the elector resides. 

" The electoral registrar, after being 
satisfied that the claim is in order, and 
that the elector is not already enrolled 
on his roll. enters the nrtme and parti­
culars of the elector's enrolment in his 
official roll, and after having acknow­
ledged the receipt of the claim and 
issued an advice to the electoral regis­
trar of the electoral district (if any) in 
which the elector was previously en­
rolled, forwards the claim to this office. 

" On rcccint of the claim at this office 
the cabinet index is checked, and if it is 
found that a card showing a previous 
enrolme-nt is in the index, that card is 
vcithdrawn and the new card is placed 
in the card index. 

" The official roll in this office of the 
di-trict for which the elector was pre­
viouslv enrolled is then checked to see 
that the cntrv on that roll has been 
erase,-! as a result of the advice sent to 
the registrar of the old district bY, the 
registrar of the district for which the 
elector has newh- enrolled. 

" If the na.mc ~has not been erased then 
this off-ice issues a notice of erasure to 
the registrar of the district for which 
the elector was enrolled prior to his new 
enrolment. 

"As many members of Parliament 
assume that electors can claim enrolment 
for a number of districts without being 
removed from the roll for t-he old dis­
trict, the d~flnitc statement can be made 
that, providing an elector gives the same 
name and particulars on his new enrol­
ment as he gave on his previous enrol­
ment, hi·~ old entry is, and can be traced~ 
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in this office and his old entry is 
removed. The fact that the elector 
states that he was not previously 
enrolled, or gives an inC'orrect previous 
enrolment, is not material." 

So long as he signs the paper. \Ve have a 
card system. \V e have in the Electoral Office 
in Brisbane-and I invite hon. members to 
inspect it for themselves-a system of record­
ing the name of every elector registered for 
enrolment in the State. The fact is 
apparent from that expirmation, which can 
he verified, that it is impossible, except by 
sheer accident, to have anything such as the 
duplication or triplication sugge,ted by the 
hon. member for Burnett in his usual wild 
statement. 

The hon. member for Gregory referred to 
sumc of the difficulties with which members 
in country districts have to contend, parti­
cularly in connection \Yith group voting and 
in connection with securing a proper check 
on, say, the manager and bookkeeper at the 
station, who usuallv runs the show. I 
sympathise with the hon. member for 
Gregory in that regard, as my own €lectorate 
is similarly situatDd. All I can say is that 
I will go fully into the suggestions made by 
him and <mdca vour, before the next elections, 
to solve the matter in a manner satisfactory 
to me, to him, and to the country as a whole. 

The hon. member for vVindsor made a 
suggestion as to the inflation of the Pad­
dington roll at the last by-election. He 
pointed out that there were 1.650 more 
electors on the Paddington roll than were 
enrolled on the Federal roll for that district. 
That can be easily explained. Prior to the 
Paddington election, as is the case prior to 
all elections. an intensive canvass was 
made by the police, with the result 
that 1,100 names were put on that roll 
1..vithin six or seven weeks; at all events, 
' ithin two months of the election. The 
Federal people did not have a Danvass, 
conscqu·ently names which might have 
been on the Paddington roll immediately 
prior to the election were not on the 
Federal roll at all, and the difference 
between 1.100 and 1,650 in all probability 
were not on the Federal roll, a.lthough they 
should have been on it. It is dfficult, as most 
hon. members are aware, to know who is on 
the Federal roll to-day, becaus·e you cannot get 
a F<'deral roll nnles,. you go to the Federal 
Electoral Office and inquire for it. There is 
no RUch thing as a roll posted in a pu blie 
p~ace indicating who is on the roll and who 
i·• not. All the Federal rolls to-da ,_. are 
obsolete. In fact, they have not print~d one 
for a considerable time, and they only print 
them when it suits them. 

I want to refer particularly to certain 
remarks made by the hon. member for 
Townsville in reply to the statements made 
ln the hon. member for Herbert in connec­
ti.on with the Northern Country party's 
organi,ation. I stated early in the se9sion 
that a deliberate attempt was being made 
by the N01·thern Country party to dish·an­
' hi se electors, and I rcit<erate that statement 
to-night. We have machinery for the enrol­
ment of electors, and that organisation !has 
practically attempted to usurp the functions 
of the State officials, and has done it in a 
way that is not to its credit, and is not 
>aleulated to make for a clean roll, but 
rather for a roll that would be in the 
interests of its particular party. 

. Mr. BEBBINGTON: You mean they are look­
lllg after their party and you are looking 
after yours. 

The ATTOR:'\JEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member for Gregory earlier in the session 
referred to and quoted a circular issued by 
the Northern Country party, which circular 
was read by the hon. member for Towns­
ville this ':fternoon. Anybody reading that 
Cll'Cular will know that it is not animated 
by .a desire f?r a clean roll. It is a pure 
desrre on theu part to get on the roll as 
many of their friends as possible, and to get 
ofl the roll as many as they can of ours. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That rs 
the true position, because in the circular 
which was sent out to the managers of 
stations, selectors, and others they dearlv 
ask when the returns of th.e,e men are 
sent in to have a mark placed opposite the 
names of the men who are supposed to be 
supporters of the Country party. For what 
purpose? For the purpose of exercising their 
right to leave names off the roll. 

Mr. GREEN: Just to get an idea of their 
strength. (Government laughter.) 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I just want 
to refer ta the tactics employed by the 
?\orthcrn Country party. Through ignorance 
or worse, they asmme that the State and 
Federal rolls are compiled on the basis of 
the same Act, which is totally untrue. And 
because a man is wiped off the Federal roll, 
they conclude that he ought to be wined 
off the State roll. If we follow the Federal 

roll to-da v and remove from the 
[8 p.m.] State roll those who do not 

appear on the Federal roll we 
won!d haYe tens of thousands of electors 
disfrancfiised. Here is a sample of one of 
the letters sent out by the Northern Country 
party,. and I leave it to hon. members them­
sches to decide whether it is not a deliber­
ate attempt to deceive an elector-

" Northern Country party, 
Townsville, 26th July, 1922. 

" :Ylr. Leslie Brown 
Fireman, ' 

Leigh street, 
West End. 

" Dear Sir,-You ha vo made no reply 
to mi;w of 8th May, 1922, and as I 
have lists of all enrolments to 30th June, 
1922. I am, I think, justified in con" 
eluding that you refuse to enrol for the 
electorate you reside in. I am, there­
f<;re. on 1st August, applying to the, 
Electoral Court to summons you before 
them. The Browns on the Townsvillc 
division of the Kenncdv aro " Frederick 
Albert," "Pauline Ra~hel" and "\Vi]. 
li am J oseph," an enrolment of 16U· 
J unc, 1922. The _matter is yours, and I 
shall produce evrdence that you madec 
your Federal tranRfer to Leigh street or, 
21st December, 1921." 

\\'hat arc the facts? This officer of thP 
Xorthern Country party writes that letter on 
26th July. As a matter of fact. this man 
had. tran.ofArred to the proper roll four day~ 
ear her, on 22nd July, and. if they had taken 
the trouble to inquire, they should neve1· 
haY<' sent in that Jotter at ail. It shows th·o 
bluff to which they resort. They >ay they are 
going to summon this man before the Elec­
toral Court. The Electoral Court was abolisheu 
in 1915, yet they arc bluffing the electors 

Hon. J. 1Vlullan.] 
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and leading them to believe that there is 
come judicial tribunal to which they can 
be summoned, and which will send them to 
gaol for misconduct. Th.at shows the bluff 
to which they are resortmg to get electors 
to comply with requests which would lead 
to disfranchisement. I have a sheaf of 
letters in a similar strain, sent to people, 
and charging them with offences of which 
they are entirely innocent, and frightening 
the lives out of people who were not up to the 
tricks and the tactics which that party 
emploY. The Federal and State enrolments 
are b~sed on different Acts, and the officers 
of the Northern Country party must be 
aware of that. If they are not aware of it, 
thev are not worth their job. They are 
sup.posed to do something in connection with 
the Federal as well as with the State rolls. 
I just want to show the difference between 
the Federal and State rolls in connection 
with enrolment, which will show how electors 
'Could be disfranchised if thev were to accept 
the Federal rolls as the standard for enrol­
ment. The Federal law and the State law 
differ materially in connection with enrol­
ment, and with objections made. It is well 
that that should be understood. The Com­
monwealth Electoral Act, section 55, pro­
vides-

" \Vhen an objection is made by or 
lodged with a. divisiona.l returning officer, 
the divisional returning officer shall forth­
with give notice of the objection to 
the person objected to. The notice may 
be in the prescribed form, and may be 
sonod by being posted to the place of 
abode for the time being of the person 
objected to, if that place of abode is 
known to the divisional returning officer, 
or, if it is not known to the divisiona.I 
returning officer, then to the place of 
living as appearing on the roll." 

Here is a very important point. Subsection 
4 of section 55 of the Commonwealth Act 
provide'-

" An objection on the ground that a. 
por~on does not live in the subdi•rision for 
which he is enrolled shall be deemed not 
to be good unless it alleges that the person 
objected to does not live in the subdivision 
and has not so lived for the one month 
last past." 

So we see that under the Federal law, if a 
man has been absent for one month from the 
subdivision for which he is enrolled, he may 
be disfranchised. The Northern Country 
party aosume that because an elector is 
removed from the Federal roll, he should also 
be struck off the State roll, which is wrong. 
Section 57 of the Federal Act provides 
further-

" The divisional returning officer shall 
determine the objection forthwith . on 
receipt of the answer of. the p<;rson o]:JJe.c­
ted to or if no answer IS received w1thm 
a. peri~d of twenty days after the 12osti_ng 
of the notice, then after the expuatwn 
of that period, and if it appears that the 
person objected to is. not entitled to .be 
enrolled on the roll In respect of wluch 
the objection has been made, the divi­
sional returning officer shall direct the 
Registrar to remove the name of such 
person from that roll." 

So that, if a person removes from one sub­
division to another within a. Federal elec­
torate even if he never leaves the electorate­
if he 'only moves to the opposite side of the 
street, so long as he is moving from one 

[Hon. J. Mullan. 

subdiYision to another-he is struck off the 
roll. Do hon. members opposite stand for 
that'! Do they think because that system 
applies to the Federal electorate, that it 
should apply to the State electorate? It is 
b< ea use I do not stand for that that I do 
not stand for the tactics of the Northern 
Country party which, when a man is removed 
from the Federal roll, immediately attempts 
to wipe him off the State roll. There can be no 
mistake under our State roll. There are only 
three ways in which a man can be removed 
from the roll in the Stat-e, and it is well 
that hon. members and the people outside 
should know that. Thev are-unless the 
State elector has secured enrolment upon 
some other roll; unlc·!S an objection hao 
been lodged on account of the elector having 
left the State; and unless an elocLor ha, 
died. That provides that it is impoc.sible to 
disfranchise a.n elector, and it is far better 
to adopt that system, a.nd even run the risk 
of wmeone being on the roll who should not 
be ther<;--although I do not stand for that, 
and vvill do everything possible to prevent 
it-it is far better to risk somebody being 
on the roll who should not be there than that 
thousa!lds should not be on the roll who 
should he there. 

GovERX1!ENT ::\1EJ\TBERS: Hear, hear! 
The ATTORKEY-GENER_\L: In connec­

tion with the Kor·thern Countr:: p~trty I 
ha vc a few more obscrva.tions to make. 

lYir. BEBMXGTON : It seems to trouble vou a 
lot. · 

The AT'I'OR:!\'EY-GENERAL: I am doing 
the hon. member for TownsYil!e the compli­
ment of dealing with this matter. The hon. 
member said he wanted the facts, and I am 
tr:ving to gi...-e the facts as fairly as I can. 
He made certain complaints against the 
Electoral Registration Department this cv m­
ing. I am sony he did not make those com­
plaints to me, as I woulc ha:ve given them 
m.v earlier attention. The hon. member 
made some complaints about men who were 
not resident in. the locality still rema.ining 
on the Townsv11lo roll. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: .And they refused point 
blank to come off. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: I stand for 
a man having his name on the roll for tho 
diRtrict in which he 1·esides, or whore he has 
his bona fide occupation. That does not moan 
that because a man ]Pav-es his home tempo­
rarily to look for vv-ork. he should be struck 
off the roll; yet that is what the Northern 
Countr;. party have been doing. As soon a.s 
a rnan leaYcs Tov.,nsville, Chttrt·ers Tovvers, 
or· Cloncurry looking for work elsewhere. 
there is a notice sent out telling him that he 
will suffer certain pains and pcnaltie~ if he 
does not take his name off the roll and put it 
on the roll for the district in which hA tempo­
rarily resides. I have received many Iett.ers 
from people living in the North complaining 
to me that, when they go away temporarily 
from home looking for employment, they 
get these letters from the Northern Country 
party telling them they must put their names 
on the roll for the district where they are 
then living. and where they are looking for 
temporary employment. I hope hon. mCI!'­
bers opposite do not stand for that, and -.y1ll 
not take exception to my dra~mg a.tt.entwn 
to the tactics employed by then orga.msatwn 
outside. 

Mr. J. JoNES: vVe have only heard one 
side of the question. 
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The ATTORJ\EY-GEJ\'ERAL: ::-Jo doubt 
i~quiric.s will be 1uade fron1 their organisa~ 
twns to see if my statements arc justiJicd or 
not. If my statements are not justified. then 
hon. _members will hav" an opportunity of 
refutmg them Pls?whcre. 

l\1r. FLETCllER: Don't your organlserc5 adopt 
the same plan? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: :1\o. I will 
not stand f{n' n1y organis.crA or m~T party 
-doing anything to disfranchise anybody 

GOVER'f~IE::i"T ME:IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

JYir. FLETCHER: Don't ~ou know that, when 
new electors come into an eledorato thcv 
.arc put on the roll? New c!Pctors c~ming 
into Port Cm·tis are putting their names on 
~ho Port Cmtis roll. 

. The AT'I'ORNEY-GEC\ERAL: If they live 
m the electorates for the prescribed time thcv 
are entitled to have their names on th,;t 
Toll. 

:\1r. FLETCHER: I am not complaining about 
that, Lut "h:- ·hould not tho Northern 
Cmmtry party do it'? 

The A'l'TOR:\'EY-GENERAL: Thev 
·should keep within tho !a.,~that is all w-;, 
ask. I will show later that "·e aro going 
to 1ns1st that they shall keep within the law. 
I am going to quote from the statement made 
by the Principal Electoral Officer dealing 
particular!.' with this question at Townsville, 
and Yerifying the statements I haYc madc­
that attempts have been made bv this office 
to disfranchise electors. · 

l\Ir. \Y.\RRE::i": \Yhv don't vou prosecute 
them? · " 

The ATTOR:\"EY-GENERAL: Thev were 
cunning enough to keep outside the; ambit 
of the Criminal Code, but thev will have 
to be careful if they adopt that" attitude all 
the time. 

l\Ir. FLETCHER: You said the,· >vere outside 
the law. " 

The .-\TTOR:'\IEY-GENERAL: This is the 
statement made bv the Principal Electoral 
Officer~ " 

" The Northern Countrv parh-
or(ranlscr rceentlv made rert.ain stat8~ 
m~nts about the "scandalous state of the 
:'\lorthcrn rolls, but the matter referred 
to bY him had alrcadv been dealt with 
by this office." " 

I draw the attentiDn of the hon. member fnr 
Townsville to those w<Jrd<, because it shows 
that the grievances subm-itted by him had 
alreadv been attended to. The Principal 
Elcctora I Officer goes on~ 

" The complaint was gr0atly magnified. 
and on examination it showed that 140 
nam0s out of a total enrolment of 14,425 
11'11110~ on the rro~.Ynsville, Kennedy, and 
:\Iunding-burra rolls had, as a result of 
tho alteration of the boundaries of those 
thre0 electoral districts, been retained 
on the wrong rolls. The~e errors have 
nmv boon rectified, and the electors con­
cerned "·ill bo enabled to vote for the 
districts in which they reside. 

" Although a complaint was made by 
the organiser of the Northern Country 
party in this matter, that official has 
frNJUentl,, caused lists of names to be 
submitted to this office in which were 
nurnlwrs of names of eleC'tor;:; \vhich were 
stated t<J he ' duplicated' on the rolls. 
It was found that in a great many cases 

1922~4 R 

thn Countr~T party organifA:rs hall 1na.do a 
mistake in saying that the entries >YOre 
'duplicates.' 

" If this oflice had acted on that infor­
Ination tho nwtter \Yould haYe been 1noro 
serious than the one complained of. as 
elector~ would haYe had their names 
\Yrougly romoYed from the rolls.'' 

There we have an official document written 
by the Principal Electoral Officer stating 
that if he had followeC: the suggestions of 
the organiser of the :"-iorthcrn Country party 
certain electors would have had their names 
wrongly removed from the rDll. 'That is not 
my statement. It is the official statement . 

]\;Jr. FLETCHER: There is no argument in 
that. 

T,he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I want to 
point out another important thing. I stated 
earlier in my remarks that it was not advis­
able~in fact, it as wrong~to base any 
enrolment upon the J!'oderal roll, because I 
considered the present Federal electoral roll 
was not up to date, but was obsolete. Tak­
inl~ the Federal roll as it stands to-day, I 
am sure that 1f there were a Federal elec­
tion to-morrow, then tens of thousands would 
b' clisfranchisecl. I oc ant to prone that state­
ment. 'I'hi-s is what the Principal Electoral 
Officer says~ 

" The Common>~ calth electoral roll 
ahows that there are 388,000 electors in 
Queensland, "here as at the Federal elec­
tions in 1919 there were 391 000 on the 
roll, showing- that the 1921 Fe'deral enrol­
ment hac! decre<.secl by 2,358 votes." 

According to the Federal roll there were 
2,358 votes less than there were two vears 
earlier, although there was a consic!e"rable 
incr~ase in the population. As a matter of 
fact, the population increased by 49 780 in 
that time. ' 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: Would that not be due 
to the absentees at the war? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. There 
":ere _2,358 Y?ters less, although the popula­
tion m the mten'al had increased lw over 
49,000. Surely that is convincing- eno~g-h to 
show that it is wrong to work on the prP~ump­
tion that the Focleral roll is a clean one? 

:\fr. G. P. BARNES: It mig,ht prove that 
there were too many names on the roll. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It might prove that you 
are wrong on your figures. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I said that 
this party stood for a clean roll. I a!&> said 
that we stood for everyone who is entitled to 
vote at an election enjoying- that right. In 
order to circumvent the tactics that are being 
en;ployed by certain organisers t<J disfran­
chise electors, we ha>'€ adopted a system 
which must commend itself to every fair­
minded man. I am now giving the hon. 
member for Townsville thn information he 
asked for some time ago in connection with 
this matter. We have now adoptee! a plan 
by which the police a r'' to be responsible in 
cverv electorate for the collection of names 
for the State rolls. It is not to be a mere 
spasmodic affair just before an election, but 
it is to go on all the time. Tho police in each 
locality where they reside will have imposed 
on them the responsibility of collecting names 
for the ;·oll. Thrv will not onlv collect names 
for the roll, but tli.ev will furnish the Principal 
Electoral Officer 'vith such information as 

Hon. J. JYI ullan.] 
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may be required bv him to keep the rolls all 
the time in a satisfactory condition. 

Mr. G. P. BARC:ES: That has always been 
done. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:\'ERAL: Undoubt­
edly, his duty will impose on him the obliga­
tJOn of not only enrolling electors, but also 
of reporting to the re""istrar all the infor­
matio:1 tha.t may be r~quired to keep the 
rolls m a satisfactory condition. 

Mr. G. P. DARNES: That is quite right. 
'fhe ATTOHNEY-GE?\ERAL: I rtm glad 

to hear that that has the concurrence of all 
parties in the 1-:Iousc, and in vie\-.' of that 
sUttoment I hope t,hat the Country party 
will_ call oft their dog&. Thee· cannot now 
contlnne !o canY:l"S on tlw plea tha~ thc:,­
want to gn·c people votes. In the first place, 
tlns o!Jhg;c_twn ,. ill be imposed on the police, 
but wnen It Is repDrted that it will be incon­
venient for the policce to collject names m 
remote parts of the eloctm·ate wch as Birds­
yille, the obligation will be imposed on 
Itinerant teachers, industrial inspectors, or 
any other GoYcrnment officer \Yho is passing 
through. That is the most complete s"stem 
that has ever been adopted in the Sl'ate for 
tlw regtotratiOn of electors, and ono to which 
hon. n1e1nber~, in this Cmnmittec rnn take no 
exc·•r,tion. I Jo not think thoro is any more 
to srty on this vote except that, if any party 
lll the ~ou-.,e takes O):"Ception to anybody's 
na.me bemg on the roll, he can, under section 
~1 of the Act, npon lc,Jging a deposit of Ss., 
m a_. cl~an and gentlemanly faehion, make 
apphcat10n to have it removed; but I believe 
that at prc,ont there is no ground for 
complaint. 

Mr. CORSER (Bnrnelt): The :1\finister, in 
answering those who criticised his depart­
rncnt. referred to "members, in their ignor­
a.nce "--

The AT'rOEXEY-GEC:ERAL: I did not apply 
that to the hon. membe1. 

Mr. CORSER: Well, I shall refer to him 
ac " our learned friend," just to show that 
tli?r? is no ill-feeling. (Laughter.) The 
Mnuster has gDne a long way in an attempt 
to show that our contention is incorrect that 
the Act permits not only of duplicatiDns but 
also _Df the enrolment o£ persons who' are not 
qua.hfied. l-Ie has evaded one point I made. 
JP 1915 the Government ac:reed to onlv one 
amendment mDved by the Opposition, fo the 
effect that an elector witnessing a claim 
shall-

" Record his electorate after his name.'' 
Since then the Government have passed an 
amending Act, wiping out that provision, and 
I want to know from the Minister how he 
can trace that claim form, seeing that the 
witness has not to specify from what electo­
rate he comes. He says that the electoral 
officer satisfies himself as to the bona fides 
of the claim. How can he do that if the 
witness does not specify the electorate for 
which he is enrolled? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Look at the card­
It says. " Elector of the electoral district 
of--" 

Mr. CORSER : How is it possible to com­
pare the signatures? 

The ATTORXEY-GE:NERAL: Go down and have 
a look. r'Iavc half an hour wi'ch Mr. Cole, 
and you will not say another word about the 
system. 

Mr. CORSER: I will go down and have a 
look at it. 

[Hon. J. Mullan. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: And I invite­
criticism after you come back. 

Mr. CORSER: If the ::Y1inister is correct 
how could the per>on mentioned .by th~ 
hon. member for Townsville get on thre·e 
ro.lls? rrhore are others, and there always" 
,n[l be. Hon. members opposite said that 
the old Act provirled that their supporters 
could be taken off the roll too soon, but in the 
11aryborough petition the GoYcrnn1ent practi­
cally apologised and asked that the proceed­
ings should be discontinued. The Labour 
party diLl not gD on with the matter because 
there ,.Tl'l' • son1e thirteen narnc,. of persons who· 
had YoL·cl Labour althouo·h the were enrolled 
on other rolls as well ~s the' l\hryborough 
roll, showing that their arguments now arg 
a rncre f. lcchonc ring Ltunt. lion. mcn1bers 
have complained that under the Act of the 
past Administration the Dpponcnts of Labour 
were kept on two or three rolls and that 
Labour n1en vvc-rQ not, but that petition v~ as 
practicall; cancelled because Labour voters 
were on b\·•) rolls. If Labour supporters could 
not. get on the rolls, whore did they get their 
:;;upportcrs to put thQn1 into Parliam·ent? 
Thelr argun1cnts are too ridiculous, there is 
too much rnakc-bclit'YC about thcn1., too rnuch 
talking to the elector,, too much trying to 
make out that the Oppo-itiDn do not want 
peopl, who are oppo:-:r:d to thcrn to ha Ye the 
franchi"e. "\\\Te .do not van-;-. ~L·ople on the 
rolls ~wo or three timn. "\ll ~hat \YC are 
asking for is a ch.·an roll. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXER.\L: You ha Ye nc>ver 
had a cleaner roll th:m und"r our admin­
istration. 

~Ir. COHSER: It n1a~r be c1 an acconling to 
tlw tL'finition of th0 Gc Yc·rnnH'EL, but I thi~tk 
it wDuJ.d. be a good suggec·cion to insert in 
thf' Elections _,_,-\et a definition of what a clean 
roll is. 

The ATTOc<NEY-GENEH.\L: \V hat definition 
did you put in the new· Elections Bill that was 
to alter the franchise·: 

Mr. CORSER: I know of no nc•w franchise 
and no rnember of the C'ountry party ever 
beard of a ne-w Elections Bill. Such a ::;ug­
gostion onl:· makes me i hink that a lot Df 
that otuff was concocted by oppoucnts of the 
Opposition. :No such thing was ever suggested 
ot· breathed by us, and it was only im •nted 
to cause suspicion outside. No member of the 
OppositiDn would tolerate unc·thing but }he 
principle of " ono adult one vote." Our 
organisation hcts ncYer rnadc any otbor sug­
gestion, and our pl:ttforn1 is clear. It pro­
vides for " One adult., cno vote.'' We have 
heard a' lot about our organisation. Our 
organisation is opl'n enough to allow people 
to con1e along a,nd 1nako ,vha.t n1otions they 
like. They are not neecs ,a_rily carried. 

B·2ca.usc a rnan m1g-ht ITlOVO a 
[8.30 p.m.] motiDn. that not sa,. that 

tho org·anisation going to pro-
Yide a.nything wron:;· in connection with the 
franchise. We do not say that a lot of 
Government members subscribe to things 

hich have been said at communistic 
conferences. 

I am sorry that the Yote is p;oing through 
without a promise from the ::\1inister thH.t 
he is going to bring in a Dill which will 
satisfv the whole House. A committeE· of 
the ~~hole House should be appointc·d to 
bring in something which wDuld satisfy ti1o 
whole House. If we did that, we would hav0 
a better election law-not a political one. 
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Mr. WEIR (Jiaryborough): I would not 
h>tvu touched on this vote, particularly the 
aspcd dealing with the rolls, had it not 
been for the fact that history happens to 
have a very a\Yk\vard knack of repeating 
itself. It is as weli for the Com:nittcc to 
know that histor) does repeat itself. After 
all, hon. members of the Oppooition to-day 
are only the product of their forefaihcr~. 
\Yo hayo the ')tcn1 recurring in cycles year 
aft0r or tells Df year::\ after ten~ of 
year~-;, it boL up agai11. l t i:3 thu saruo 
familv record---the .:\at ionulist party. the 
LilH . .:r.al and 110\Y the Couutr· party. 

uttCinpt.:; to di~frau-
Stnc. When ''e 

hurk Lack 
that, 

th:s attellll>t to the 
\Ye kllm\ that to-clay 
n1adc iu tltis Ilouse 

mpn uf the Couutr:,- party. 
~U1t to nHothcr d.i;:)ciOf:'ll"f•. lllado in 

thi I-Iouso qujtc a nuu1Lcr of :, oa.rs ago, to 
:'hov,- that tLc pl'Dl~ncl:-:; of thus(' pc•oplP are 

in thiJ It gucs b:H:k (]UitP a 
""ay: so does histol".". The trou'ule 

look" at it: but we 
it up to ~how tlJC 

p(;oplo nwt they arc lH'OJUCt of thol'iC 
' ho tJ-iecl to cli-franc-hie' people of this State. 
In the y0ar 1:,,95, in thi2 verc.· :·tll11P Ilou~e, 
}lr. Gla':--cy-thcn a rrternbcr of this E[ousc­
wellt so far as to move the aJ.journmcnt of 
the HoLl~e to coli attl•ntion to a thing \Yhich 
is precisely on all-four., with '"hat the hon. 
Jncm1H'r rear! out to~clav regardino· tho 
.:\orihcrn (:ountry party. " \Vc fiucl that a 
circL1lar \\·as circulated broadcast bv a ..\lr. 
Bnlcock-thnnk God. he i-. no refation to 
cur friend fro:11 Barcoo. (Lattghtc·r.} 

GOYEHlOIEN1' ME~LBERS: Hear, hear ! 
At 8.38 p.m., 
:VIr. F. A. CoOPER (JJrcmcr), one of the panel 

of Temporar:v Chairmt'n, re1ieycd the Chair­
rnan in the chair. 

:VIr. vVEIR: It was entitled "Bulcockino­
the rolls." I think we might call thi~ 
latest attempt, " Greening the' rolls." \Ve 
had Mr. Gla,cqey reading the circular in 
detaiL · After he hacl outlined the section of 
the Act with which the circular deals, he 
went on to the interesting part-or the meat 
'-of the circular. which wa" circulated by 
Mr. Bulcock to the various Government 
officers of the day-the same people who are 
in tho eye of the public to-day-the same 
people. I might say, '"ho are looked on by 
all sections of the community to do the fair 
and honourable thing-and who do the fair 
and the honourable thing if a decent Govern­
ment will allow them to do their work 
decently. I say "decent Government." I 
have heard insinuations to tbG effect that 
certain people have been appointed for 
political purposes, All the members of this 
Government, in my opinion, take the san1e 
view as I. In my electorate the returning 
officer hap]wns to be an old Torv. Nohodv 
objects, because he 'happens to 'be also an 
honest. honour><ble man. Ile can re"t there 
a,, long as he likes; it does not matter to me. 
M:· one condition is that he should play the 
game always. I know, and everybody else 
knows, that. if he did cast a vote, it would 
bP cast a gn inst n1e. The rnan has a perfect 
right to cast a vote as he likes. All I ask 
is that he stick to the, intentions of the 
Gov0rnnwnt and do the honoutable thing on 
elec-tion day. He has done it, and he can 

~tay there so far a? I am concerned. This 
" the attempt whlCh was made in those 
d'ns to g,ot at n1cn likP that-publjc ~ervants. 
Those w0re the peopl<~ who were then con· 
trolling- th~ Government, and those are the 
people who hayc the barpfaced effrontery to 
ask the public of Queensland to-dav to forget 
that thc>c· are the product of their fore­
fathers, and to ]c,t them get back to handle 
the reins of office ar 1 do what their foro­
fat he-rs WPre pn p:Hed to do. The puLlio 
arc not silly Pnongh. It will he noticed, in 
the wording of this rircular and in its inten­
tion, that there i:-:\ a r nnplcto sirnilarity to 
the 'Yorcling ancl intent ion of tin circular 
which has been read in the Chamber to-day. 
It reads-

" +..\_ s we arc anxious to ha vc the rolls 
pm,,;cd of all names that aro ontitlccl 
to Le tlwl't-:Jn, \\'8 l~avc taken lilH•rty 
of rt'C1UCf:ting our friends to try to a~sist 
you Ly for-...Yarding• you such inforrnation 
ns the; nwy be i11 posses :on of, c1nd 
hope it will be of scnico. As there 

to b-e smnc as 
wav in -..vhi~h 

be r;mdc~ out. WC' b !VC 

't~xan1plc ' ·whlch 1na.v help to savl' tho 
tin1e in your offiCl\ and we hav0 taken 
the liberty of sendir::g· you a copy." 

That sounds Yory like the Northern Country 
pa1 10 's circular. I •vould not bo surprised 
lt tbo-P gentlemen had got hold of this and 
tried the ~arne old joke, hoping \YC \Vonld 
not bP up to it-ju,t a they did in 1895. 
The members of that dav held the House 
up on this question. 1\lr. Morgnn-after­
wards Sir Arthur Morgan-dealt with the 
situation from th'' point of Yicw that appeals 
to 1nc Il10'·t strongly. IIe said, " Let us 
cxo1wrate Mr. Bulcork "-as we say, "Let 
us exonerate the Country party organisers." 
I say definitdy, let us exonerate the man: 
who is earning his crust in doing that con­
temptible work. After all, he is only one 
of our class who has gone astray. Let us 
put the responsibilit:- on the shoulders \Vhcre 
it belongs. Let 1n point with scorn to the 
people who would use their money to con· 
taminate three g·ood peoplP. That is what 
Mr. Morgan did in the early days. He 
said-

" :"'ow, while I believe that Mr. 
Bulcock is guilty of no unbecoming or 
unworthv conduct, I am not so sure that 
some of 'the 'friends' to whom he alludGs~ 
and whose aid he inYokes in the different, 
districts of the colony, will be quite se" 
scrupulous as he ie; and that is where 
ihe danger comes in. 

"The Premier: \Vhat friends m"; 
mentioned in this circular? 

''Mr. MonG,\N; ' Our friends' 1" the 
phrase used in the circular." 

" Our friends " of that day are " our 
friends" of the present day-the progeny of 
their forefathers, and branded for the samo, 
contemptible tricks. 

Mr. G. P. BAR.:\ES (Warw£ck): vVe can 
congratulate the lYlinieter on having spoken 
in one direction, but he is not to be con­
gratulated altogether upon his contradictory 
statements. I am rather sorrv that he was 
not in the Chamber earlier in" the ·daY when 
the debate waxed warm. HacL he been, he 
might have been successful in saving the 
Committee from the unfortunate position of· 
having to listen to a great deal which wae" 
sa id this afternoon 

Mh.G: P, Barnes.] 
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The AnoRNEY-GE!\ERAL: I have boon here 
all day; 1 have never becm out of the IIouse 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. o-entleman 
Bhould have risen earlier than he did. 1 am 
glad he took up the rud~cls for hi-, depart­
ment when he dld, late m. the day thoug·h 
rt was. Had he done hrs duty, had he 
oxp]alned the 1nodu3 operandi o£ thino·s in 
gcnPral ln connection v;iih election lnat'ter~. 
we would not have had to submit to several 
speeches which have been made to-day. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: The hon. member 
should l:e aware that the usual practice of 
the :\Irmstcr is to hear grievances and then to 
reply. 

.Yir. G. P. BARNES: I am quite aware 
of all that. vVe arc also quite aware that in 
these days Y!mrsters spc·ak net onlv at the 
end h1!t .1nany. tin1es during a dcf:wte. If 
the Munster bstcned to spPcchos like that 
deln·cred by the hon. member for Hcrbert 
he .olwuld ha vc risen in his place, chastised 
that hon. member, and told him that the 
dep',lrtment w_as quite abk to watch its own 
uffa1rs. In hrs earlier remark; the 1Iinister 
stated th? procedure of the Principal Elec­
toral Olfr'?cr. and outlined in gc'nent! the 
course wh1rh 1va,s pursue·d. F1nallv he made 
the statement that it '"as imr,ossiblc to dis­
fra nchrse an elector. \Ye had the hon. mem­
ber ~or Herbert distinctly stating that 
orgamsers. ha~d lwcn "! work in the North, 
and he mdrca t0d, 1 t J understood him 
corroctlv, that the:· had met with some 
dcgr0(' of succc~s, not only in putting n1en 
on the roll but m taking them off. You see 
the a h'olnte contradiction of things. That is 
why the hon. mc>mlwr for Knrilpa this after­
;won charged the Gov-ernment with not ~tand­
mg up for the department. vVc have been 
told all night that it is imposoible for men 
to surcco: ,] in doing· what the hon. member 
for HerbPrt and the hon. member for ::\1it­
chcll and many hon. members have said 
to-day can he dmw. The Committee are 
cxtrcmol:v reli0ved to learn that all that 
was '"id this afternoon by the hon. member 
for IIerbert in particular, and by others 
was simply beating the air. ' 

Mr. DASH: It was not, and the hon. member 
knows it. 

M~·· G. P. J3ARNES: They were simply 
lwahng the arr, and there was no business 
in it. 

:\Jr. DASH: Tell us about the Warwick 
elections a fev: ycar3 ago. That is more in 
your line. 

Mr. G. P. BAR?\ER: I can do that. The 
hon. member for Herbert indicated that the 
men could do what he sugg-ested with almost 
perfect case. It is a big relid to know that 
the officers of the department are acting- as 
theY are. Any man conversant with the 
ordinary cards having to do with enrolment 
and the erasement of names, must know that 
to carry out the purposes which the hon. 
member for I-Icrbert suggested was being 
carried out was almost an impossibility. 

Mr. RvAN: What rot! 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I stand bv the 
department and say that it cannot be· done. 
The other side say it can be done with per­
fect case. vYe know that it is not being 
done. It is an excf'odingly cheering fact to 
know that this work is to he placed in the 
hands of the police, who will give incessant 
attention to the registration of names, and 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

will note the removal of electors. \Ve on 
this side of the Committee have reiterated 
that we arc out for a clean, pure roll. Everv 
rnan and woman in the comn1unity ran exe!~­
cisc the franchise, and should have the right 
to record their vote•., So far as I am per­
~onally concerned, and so far a~• n1y party 
IS concerned. unless vve arc returned by an 
absolute majority of the people, we have no 
desire to be on the Treasury benches. It is 
wpJl kno\Yn that the prP,,ent Governrr10nt are 
not holding office as a H'sult of enjoying the 
c·-onfidoncc of the majorit"· of the people; but 
we are out alJ the ti1ne to At·e that e\·cry n1an 
and woman exercises the highest function of 
citizenship. \Ye know it is pos-ible in this 
lanJ for (:>Ycrv n1an and wmnan to have a 
vote. This p·arty careo not to what party 
a n1an or wo1nan belongs. 

:\lr. CoLLIXS: \Vhich party do you speak 
for? 

1Ir. G. P. BARKES: I mav be called a 
Kationalist. but I am associated with the 
anti-socialistic party in order that the country 
mig·ht be relieved of the unfortunate occu­
pants of the Treasury benches. \Ve on this 
sid<' of the HoLFe are not out tD serve any 
sf'ction. 1\'e are not like the Labour party. 
\V,• do not sa· to any particular section of 
~ho people, ;; \Y (' will se rYe you.; your ea a~~ 
B 011r cause, and no other cause IS our cause. 
\Ye are out to seno the man on the land, 
the labourPr. the merchant, and every man 
'vho "·ill corne out and work for this com­
rnunit...-~· Rnd n1akc it vvhut it shonld be. Our 
ideal 'is not a uarrow a.nd craven one. It 
i' a b1g, broad, bold ideal, which is to do 
good for this community and to grant cverv 
man that rare privilege which every man 
and "·oman in a British community should 
pococsc;, and that is the high enjoyment of 
citizen,hip by the exercise of the franchrse. 

:\Ir. RlORDAK (IJurkr): The hon. member 
for \Ya rwick gets up here and tries to 
misquote the hon. member for Herlwrt. . I 
do not know whether he has followed hrm 
closely. 

Th0 'l'El\1PORARY CIIAIR'YlAN: Order! 
The hon. member has exhamted the time 
allowed him bv the Standing Orders. 
(Laughter.) , 

Mr. COLLINS (1Jo1ccn): The hon. mem· 
ber for \Varwick did not seem to. grasp what 
the hon. member for Herbert sard and what 
I said in regard to this matter. The annual 
report of the :;\! orthern Country party was 
verv definite. It states-

, "This nocessitatecl the removal by 
objection or by transfer to other elec· 
toratos of approximatelY 4.500 names of 
persons appearing· on the rolls stated." 

There is no use getting a'vay from . tha~. 
The electorates mentwned were Mn·am, 
:VIackav Bowen, Townsville, Mundingburra, 
Charte~-~ Towers, Herbert, Cairns, Queenton, 
and Kcnnedy. The report goes on to state-

" In addition to electorat-es named, but 
in a lesser deg-ree, the same work has been 
performod in Grcgorv, Flinders, and 
Burke electorates on the latter of which 
W' have on hand at present some 2,000 
names for removal and apart from the 
deletions stated." 

vVhat is the use of the hon. member wanting 
to denY that statement? When I asked the 
hon. member for vVar wick, by interjection, 
which party he belonged ~o, he said I_Je 
belonged to the anti-socJa!rstJc party; or, rn 
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other words, he identifie3 himself with the 
Country party and the: Northern Country 
party, who have taken the nece,sary steps, 
according to their 0w11 annual report, for 
the removal of 2,000 names from the Burke 
electoral roll, in order to try and defeat the 
hon. member for Burke. They have got as 
much c.hance of defeating the hon. member 
fot· Burke as I have ot reaching the planet 
Mars. It is just as well that they realise 
that. I am very pleased to get that admis­
sion from the hon. member for Warwick. 
Practically they are all one party, and what­
over may happen to the Country party, we 
know that those on the back benches are 
, ssociated with the Country party. 

Mr. TAYLOR (TVind.<or): We are all very 
gratified to hear the Minister tell us that 
there will be 11 conti~;uous checking of the 
names of electors in the various electorates 
in Queensland. Anyone who is at all con­
,·crsant with the constituencies, particularly 
with the metropolitan constituencies, must 
realise the necessitv ior that. The transfers 
a.nd removals that 'are continuously going on 
want to be continuously checked and con­
tinuously looked after. I hope t.he intentions 
with regard to that work are carried out. 
With regard to the polling on election day, 
I do not know whethe.r the Electoral Regis­
tration Department has a system by which 
a return is ma.de of those electors who go 
into the booths and fincl their names not on 
the roll. I£ they have no system by which 
that is done, it would be a good thing for 
the preoiding officers to send in a return of 
the names of individuab who come along to 
vote at election time and find their names 
not on the roll. I also think that the Act 
should be carried out, and tha.t all persons 
who do not turn up to vote on election day 
should be sent the ordinary notice and asked 
to state the reasons why thev have not 
recorded their votes. \Ye do not want an 
unclean roll in any shape or form, nor yet 
do "\YO IYant to disfranchise anv person in 
the State. no matter what hon. 'members on 
the opposite side may fi'H in that direction. 
We do not stand for that any more than 
they do. All we want to see is that the 
persons who vote shail vote for the electorate 
in which thee- arc domiciled. I haYe visited 
the Electorai Registration Office, and I have 
nothing but the highest praise for the way 
in which the "ork is carried out in that 
office. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Roscwood): I listened 
to the explanation of the lea-der of the 
Kuiionalist party, who stated that tho 
Nationalist party did not stand for anything 
but clean rolls. Judging from what has been 
said on the other side. the inference is that 
members on this sido of the Chamber stand 
fo;· anything but clean rolls. c\s a matter 
of fact. there is no member on this side who 
wants anything but a clean roll. The charge 
that has been made bv the hon. member for 
Horbort was not that· theee organisers were 
travelling through the various electorates in 
the ?\orth endea.,·ourinc; to takre men off the 
roll, but that it was possible for these 
organisers to_ go round. find out the new 
arriYals, get them to sign claims, and then 
see that they never got to t.he electoral 
registrar. That is quit~ possible. We do 
not want that sort of thing, and I feel sure 
tha£ hon. members on the other side, par­
ticularly the leader of the Nationalist party, 
d·J not want that either because it cuts both 
ways. It may happen that come of their 
own supportere '·""l be cut off the roll in 

tJ,at mannPr. If bon. members opposite ilre 
,· harg 1ng- the people of 9uoensland-and they 
have charged theni-witl: us1ng fraudulent 
n1ean~ to ~g:t:t on the roll, or if they are 
charging thcrr1, as h.on. rncn1bers aFe infer­
ring, with \Toting twlCc because their na_n1es 
ha pp en to be OH two roll· at t.he same time, 
then they are doing soruetlnng lVTong, and 
thov arc putting a stain on the characters 
of 'the honest voters oi Queensland. They 
ha Ye no rig-ht to n1:tkc- those charges. We 
havo inf:tau~Co:) \vhero men leave their homes 
i :1 Brisbane and other places and go up 
:;\forth to seasonal occupations, and they have 
the right to retain their names on the roll 
for the district in which their wives and. 
families live. I say without fear of contra­
diction that the electors of Queensland are 
too honest in 999 cases out of 1,000 to 
endeavour to vote twice. Hon. members 
opposite cannot produce. ono case where 
there hr1s betm double vobng by an:: elector 
i•1 the last election or in any previous elec­
tion. If that cannot be proved, then hon. 
members are doing something wrong 111 

charging the electors with attempting to 
have their names on two rolls for the sole 
purpose of recording votes in two different 
clectora.tes. vV e have only to go back to the 
early days and see the r~cm·ds of men who 
held the same pohbcai vwws as hon. mem­
bers opposite. I ~an prove wher:e th.ey sent 
horsemen from Bnsbane up to \\ arwwk and 
all round the Downs. They rode round to 
every polling-booth on the Downs and voted, 
and thev boasted how they had defeated 
Mcilwralth or how the.)' had defeated Gl:if­
fith under those conditions. I do not des1re 
to say any more, as I understand the A ttor­
nev-Gcneral wishes tlie vote to go through. 
I feel sure that you, 2\lr Kirwan, have h~d 
enough of it, and I am absolut?IY certam 
that the Opposition have had qmte enough 
of it. 

At 8.50 p.m., 
The CHAIR:IL\X r sumcd the chair. 
Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoornba): I desire to 

go a little further into t.he matter. referred 
to lly the hon. member for Townsv~lle, who 
now attempts to disclaim that. h1s P::>rty 
stand for anything but what Is fau and JUS~, 
notwithstanding that it was proved that ~1s 
organisation is spendmg £5,000 a. year m 
the Korthcrn electorates on orgamsers ar:d 
canvassers to put the rolls, as they say, rn 
order. Now, I want to know what t.hey are 
worrying about. According to the report of 
the Country party's i1rst annual. conference, 
the following telegram was receJVed by Mr. 
Garbutt from Mr. W. H. Green and Mr. J. 
Jones:-- . 

" Greetings and every good w1sh _for 
successful confewnce. Absolutel:y ~m­
perativc maintain intense orgamsatwn 
Northern Queeneland electoral rolls 
should be particularly watched." 

Mr. EDWARDS: ·what is wrong about that? 

Mr. BRE:\1''\AK: It is not for you P.cople 
to say if there is an:·thing wrong. It lS for 
the people of Qu:ensland to say what they 
think of vour actwn. I w1ll gtYe yoti some­
thing mo;e. Tho report further S~Y'-:-

" During the year the orgam:,,atlOn has 
continued to ~uppl:, Northern newspapers 
\vith three articles a '\vcek." 

All these things go to show one great con­
spiracy on the part of the '\ orthcrn Country 
party who, after all, ar.e. the masters of the 
Opposition. 'The Oppos1bon must carry out 
their dictates, because they have the money. 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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'The hon. member for \Var\vick spoke very 
feelingly about having the electoral rolls 
yn,rged, I ,upposod he would. I remember 
at one time the electoral rolls were in such 
a state·-I do not say he had anything to 
eh with it-that on the dav of the election 
it was proved in the Wanvick election peti­
tion in Furnc·'S and others v. Barnes, forty­
<'ight men wNe taken over the boundary into 
Mr. C. E. Yl:cDougall's property. and the 
whole lot dug two holes, and they wore 
supplied with b0er, ham sandwiche·•,. and 
other things, and went to sleep after 8 
•o'clock in the morning. 

:V1r. En wARDS: \V ere you there? 

Mr. 13REN:'\A'\: I saw them. I saw 
that happen in \Varwick at the time of the 
\Varwick election, and that shows how 
dangerous it is to have an electoral law 
which is not democratic. All we want is 
compulsory voting, because we rely on the 
common sense of the people. The only thing 
militatin!l' against us is the unfair attitude 
of the Press. A true report of what takes 
place here does not get to the people through 

the Press. \V e have not the 
[9 p.m.l money at our disposal to buy 

. newspapers. 'When we were try­
mg to get a newspaper, hon. members oppo­
site started to abuse us. V\'e must insist on 
seeing that the rolls arc kept clean, and 
that e:v0ry adult in Queensland entitled to 
vote should have his or her name put on the 
rolL 

Question put and pasoed. 

FRIEXDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GE:\"ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinders): I beg to move-

" That £2.242 be granted for ' Friendly 
Societies. : " 

Question put and pa,"sed. 

PARLIAMENTARY DR\FTS}L\N. 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GE:'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Jilindn·s) : I beg to move-

" That £650 be granted for ' Parlia­
mcntar.+ Draft,,man.'" 

Question pnt and passed. 

PLBLIC SERVICE SGPERANXLATION BO.\RD. 

The ~\TTOR:,;EY-GE'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
]1dullan. Flinrlers) : I beg to move-

" That £2 345 bo grant0d for ' Public 
Service Supcrannuatjon Board.' " 

Question put and passed. 

SHERIFF. 

The ATTOR!'\EY-GEXERAL (Hon. J. 
1\Iullan, · Flinrlers) : I beg to move-

" That £7,882 be granted for 
' Sheriff.' " 

Question put and passed. 

STAMP DUTIES OFFICE. 

The ATTORXEY-GE'N"ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mtt!lan, Flini!ers): I beg to move·-

" That £11,370 be granted for ' Stamp 
Duties Office.' " 

Question put and passed. 

Sl:PRE}!E COL'RTS. 
The ATTOR:,;EY-GE='IERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan. Flindcrs): I beg to move-
" That £15,494 bA granted for 

' Supren1c Courts.' " 
Question put and passed. 

TITLES. 
The ATTOR:'\EY-GE:<ERAL (Hon. J. 

Mullan, Plill(Zcrs) : I beg to move-
" That £18,925 be granted for 

'Titles.'" 
Question put and passed. 

THE TREASURER. 
TREASl'RY. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillul/01'): I beg to move-

" That £56,248 be granted for 
' Treasurv.' " 

There is a clecrc·,:se of £9.632 in this vote. 
There is a small decrease of £132 in salaries. 
Th0re is a decrease under the item of 
" Contingencies " of £9,500. There is a 
decr<'ase of £10 000 · on the amount of 
£50.000 provided last _year for " Commission, 
cxchn.nge. etc." 

G;:uestion put and passed. 

A!<:ALYST. 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chilluuoe): I beg to move-
" That £7,328 be granted for 

'Analvst.'" 
Questio~ put and passed. 

HARBOURS AND RIVERS. 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chillayoc): I bog to move-
" That £3,_847 ?<;, granted for ' Har· 

hours and R1Yers. 
Question put and passed. 

LAND A!<:D IXCQ}IE TAX. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chilla(Jor): I beg to move-

" That £54,683 be granted for ' Land 
and Income Tax.'" 

Question put and passed. 

MARIKE. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Cililla17oe): I beg to move-

" That £69,641 be granted for 
" 1-farinc.' " 

Question put and passed. 

MARINE BOARD. 
The TRE),SURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chilla(Joe): I beg to move-
" That £2,845 bo granted for ' Marine 
Board.' " 

Question put and passed. 

PRINTIXG OFFICE. 
The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

Chilla(Joe): I beg to move-
" That £165,673 be granted for ' Print­

ing Office.' :• 
Question put and passed. 
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STORES. 
The 'rREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 

· Ohillayoe): I beg to move-

" That £7,957 be granted for 
' Stores.' " 

Question put and passed. 

WATER SlJPPLY. 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Ohillayoe): I bcP" to Hwve-

" That £22,C70 be granted for 'Water 
Supply.'" 

Mr. CORSER (Bur-nett) : The administra­
tion of the Rights in Water and Water 
Conservation and Utilization Act comes 
u11der this vote, and I desire to point out 
that the Act might be amended to some 
extent in the interests of those people who 
have a water frontage. It is not defined 
clearly in the Act as to. what are the rights 
o£ such owners regardmg the clearing of 
noxwus weeds. Under a definition given by 
the 9overnment through the Department of 

· J.ustiCe, the selector is liable to clear weeds 
nght to the edge of the rubble sand or 
gravel. ' ' 

. The TREASl:RER: That was the interprcta­
twn of the Act passed bv the Kidston 
Government. There will be an amendino­
~il.l this session, I lwpe, dealing with 
nngatwn. 

Mr. CORSER: I trust that there will be. I 
hope that there w1ll be an amendment of 
that Act, because t~e new interpretation has 
only ~een put on 1t smcc this Government 

· came mt~ pmYer. I hope, in connection with 
the opcmng of the Burnett lands that we 
shall find that, when the Govern~ent open 
t~e blocks, they w1ll sec that water is pro-

. nd' d for each holder of land if it is possible 
to do so .. It 1s no good putting people on 
the land 1f you do not provide them with 
:' ater, beca:1se. if they go in for dairy farm­
mg, they vnll want water for their stock. A 
~eloctor. c.mnot afford to spend all his monev 
m findmg water, and. he has quite enough 
hardsh1ps to eontnnd w1th now without having 
also to provJ.de water. The Premier will be 
well ~dvised if he. secs that each occupier of 
land 1s prov1ded \nth water. 

Mr .. BRENNAN (Toowoom.ba): A matter 
that IS concerning the people of Toowoomba 
very much just now is the proposal to dam 
Lockyer Creek for the purpose of providing 
water to Toowoomba. I understand that the 
people of Rosewood and other places, as well 
as the Metropohtal?- Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board, are mteresting themselves in 
this matter. 

The TREASlJRER: The Metropolitan Water 
Supply and Sewerage Board have certain 
rights. 

Mr. BRENNAN: I understand that a 
IY·port is to be obtain0d on the advisableness 
of damm~ng Lockyer Creek. I hope that the 
report Will be a favourable one because it 
will be a wonderful thing for ·'roowoomba,. 
It will also have an effect on the weather 

· conditions. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke) : I would like to 
have a word or two on this vote. This matter 

·of water supply should be given a good deal 
·of consideration. The Water Supply Depart­
ment is doing good work in connection with 

'putting down bores in the country districts, 

but I think that the administration of the 
bores 1night b·_-, tran~t01r,~d to the J.;epartment 
of Public Lands. The Water Supply Depart­
ment deals with harbours and rivers, and 
functions differently to the peopi~ nngaged 
in boring ope: ations. It is necL•,sary, m 
regard to people taking up small arc-as of 
land, that, if vve want to make closer settle­
ment a success, e should see that proviswn 
is made for supplying those settlers with 
water. (H·Par, hear!) I think that a policy 
for supplying the settlers with water for their 
stock ls just as essential in connection with 
our settlement as a railway policy. (Hear, 
h"ar !) If the Government will give con­
sideration to this question, it will he money 
well spent. Th" bores w hi eh have already 
been established are working successfully. 
I had the opportunity of travelling through 
the Ba lonn<' electorate, and I found that the 
\Yater Supply Department are doing excellent 
work in that district with the bores which 
they have put down. I travelled from Cunna­
mulla through Bollon to St. George, and it 
was a pleflsuro to see the beautiful bore 
stream, with the sheep and other stock water­
ing along the drains. We know it is impos­
sible for a man with small capital to settle 
on the land if he has to pay for an artesian 
or sub-artesian bore himself. He must have 
a pretty big banking account to enable him 
to do that. The Treasurer has alreadv done 
a good deal for the settlers of this· State 
in connection with the water supply policy 
of his department. 

Mr. J. JONES interjected. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. gentleman is 
only concerned about the Queensland Meat 
Export Company and the Gulf Pastoral Com­
pa11y. I-Ie evidently thinks that people should 
he allow·cd to go back to the old blacldellow 
davs. The hon. member for Kennedy is still 
living in the dark ages. I think that we 
should get a wa v from the big ranches. and 
go in for smaller areas, so that we will see 
many homes being built. and with little 
cbildren running round the selections and 
h ·!ping to build up a virile white population. 
J.'he best way to do that is to have a water 
policy running along with our railway policy. 
(f-fear, hear!) Water should be found for 
the· people just the same as the railways are 
provided for them. The Government would 
then get a quick return for the money spent. 
The selector would far sooner pay more 
rental if he is supplied with water. 

Mr. J. Jo:-ms: He is rackrented enough 
now. 

Mr. RIORDAN: The hon. gentleman has 
got rackrenting on the brain. It is just as 
well that his seat was cut out under the redis­
tribution. because this thing is beginning to 
prey on his mind, and it will mentally affect 
him. The hon. member is not a. bad sort of 
" chap." and after the next election he will get 
back among his cattle, where he will be 
ha ppicr than he is to-day. 

Mr. J. JONES: No hope. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It will not make any 
differenc-P to me, bPcause the hon. gentleman 
will not be my opponent. The hon. member 
for Queenton will be his opponent, and he 
will give him all he wants. I hope the 
Treasurer will take notice of my remarks in 
refer-ence to the water supply. 

Mr. ED\YARDS (?lranangn): After hearing 
the remarks of the hon. member for Burke, 
one can only come to the conclusion that the 

JJ1r. Edwards.l 
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well-thought-out intelligent speeches from 
the Country party have practically converted 
him and have made him interested in the 
man on the land. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. EDW ARDS: If the hon. member 
always expressed those sentiments, I would 
always agree with him. 

Mr. RIDRDAX: I will have to search myself 
if you agree w·ith me. (Laughter.) 

Mr. EDWARDS: I quite agree with the 
remarks put before the Committee this even­
ing, because water supply is one of the 
greatest factnr" in the interests of close 
settlement. (Hear, hear!) In days gone by 
we know th<tt manv of the earlv settlers 
failed because thev c;uld not get wa"ter. Dur­
ing recent years. when the deep red soils and 
scrub soils were cut up in the Burnctt and 
othc,- districts, many of the settlers had 
to spend large sums of money to provide 
water ac well as feed and clothe their 
families and get the material necessary for 
working their country. I know for a fact 
that in my own district, and I dare say in 
other distrids in Queensland, people are 
carrying a huge load of debt simply because 
thev have been unable to obtain a water 
sup.ply. \Yhen a drought has struck them, 
they have had to drive thcir cattle many 
miles to water or c,ut water to them, and in 
many instances they have lost everything they 
had. I >muld suggo-t to the Treasurer that 
he go inlo the matter of obtaining boring 
plants and give such people the opportu­
nity of providing water on their land in 
groups, as has been done in other States. It 
would not involve a great cost on a block of 
land in the earlv days. Man:,' districts 
in th0 Southern Statcs with which I am 
acquainted went completelv out of cultiva­
tion, and the Government" had to come to 
their re·,cuo by providing water, and that 
water was often provided with very much 
g-reater difficuity than would be experienced 
in Quoen,.Jand. In many instances they had 
to carry out water storage works and carry 
the water many hundreds of miles by gravi­
tation through open drains to the settlers in 
dry areas. 

Mr. COLLINS: '\.Vould you mind mentioning 
whore watPr is carried hundreds of miles'~ 
Sixty miles is the greatest I have seen. 

l\Ir. ED\Y ARDS : I will take the hon. 
member out and ~how him where it has been 
carri0d hundreds of miles. The particular 
district I am talking about is in the north. 
west district of Victoria. 

::\lr. COLLTNS: Yictoria could not run water 
hundreds of miles. (Laughter.) 

Mr. EDWARDS: I say that it has been 
hrought hundreds of milpo, to provide water 
for settleu. It does not run straight~that 
1s, natural. lie Inay get inforn1abon from 
:'Jew South \Yalos, or the Agricultural 
Department mav h<>Yc it to show that the 
Government CiLI;Je to the rcccuc of the small 
settler in many instances by putting down 
bores. I think that would be a very fine 
thing in the interests of our own co~mtry. 
There are many places where creeks could 
be dammed and weirs put across them, and 
small sen·ices run on to th0 lands of groups 
of -electors. Anybody who hrrs had to 
pioneer knows the difficulties with which the 
settler is beset in obtaining water in his 
early days. Feed is one factor and water 

[ilfr. Edwards. 

is ;,nothcr, and, unless they ha.-e these, it 
i·; impossible for them to prosper as they 
should. I suggest that this mattm should 
receive very serious consideration, not only 
in tho UppN Blll·nett but also in other dis­
tricts. 

The TREASURER: It is intended shortly to 
introduce a Bill dealing with irrigation and 
water conservation. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I am very glad to hear 
the hon. gentleman make that statement, 
because it is a very serious matter to Queens~ 
land. If we can get a water supply for our 
settlers, we should be all right from the 
point oi view of closer settlement. 

Mr. BULCOCK (Bm·coo): I am somewhat 
surpriscu to learn that in North-western 
Vietoria >Yatcr is brought a distance of 
hundreds of miles, and I wish the hon. mem­
ber, whilst he was on his feet, had enlight­
ened me. The only pla,ce where I know ?f 
water being brought hundreds of miles m 
Australia is in \Vestcrn Australia. 

I rose to address myself more partieul;,dy 
to the question of bores, as suggested by the 
hon. member for N~tnango. It is an execl­
lcnt suggcsbou. I do not kno·w whetl1cr the 
hon. mernbor's kno\Ylcdgo of this qut-:stion 
is deeper than his knovdedge of irrigation 
and carrying water in channels for h~u1dre·ds 
c! milw', but I think that. if he goes mlo the 
matter he will find that many trust bores 
have boon put down by this Government. I 
know that on the border of my electorate, 
Coombemartin was cut up in blocks of 5,000 
acr.•s, and, in order to facilitate tho obto.in­
ing of water, vvhich was absolutely beyond 
the means of the selectors themselves, the 
State put do"·n a trust bore in ?-. central 
position. Unfortunately, that. position w~s 
such as to preclude the watermg of ~ert~m 
blocks, but that bore m ved from cxtmctwn 
the individuals who took up these blocks. 
That is not an isolated case. T.hrough?ut 
the length and breadth of the artesian 
country~I do not know whether the hon. 
member for Nanango knows that in Vic­
toria thev arc outside the arte,ian basin~ 
we have put down these bores. and they are 
monuments to the forethought of this 
Government for the small selector. From 
coming into contact with the operation of 
these bore trnsts, I know that the men who 
benefit bv them are very well pleased, and 
that thos~ who have not 'been able to benefit 
are displeased. I have ha.d a good many 
ccn1munications 'vith srr1all selectors, or 
groups of selectors, asking me to use my 
influence to have trust bores put down for 
them. I am speaking of small men who 
cannot afford to do it themselves. 

Mr. J. JoxES: It is about time you did. 

Mr. BULCOCK: My sympathy, of com:se, 
is alwa' s with the small man. I \\·otdd like 
individi.,als who have been unable to secure 
trust bores so far to have an opportunity 
to get them, and I would like to. deal. >Yi~h 
the question of water conservat1on m 1ts 
application to bores. Some time ago the 
department issued a regulation to the effect 
that where the diecharge from a bore was 
mor~ than the consumption, that bore could 
be screwed down so that the quantitv ejected 
would be the quantity required. That was 
done in certain instanceR in winter. but, 
unfortunately, when a bigg-er supply was· 
required in the summer and the screw was 
loosened, the bore never returned to its 
original capacity, and it seems to me a very 
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dangerous practice to allovv anv interference 
with the artesian water supp.ly. We also 
have a regulation which prescribes that the 

water must be run in certain 
[9.30 p.m.] well-defined open drains. I want 

to call the attention of the Water 
Supply Department to the fact that there is 
the greatest waste of artesian water going 
on in Central-Western Queensland at the 
present time, by virtue of the fact that a 
good many individuals who have put down 
bores are wilfully allowing the water to 
run through creek beds where there is a 
very rapid absorption and big surface for 
evaporation. There is a big hostility between 
the squatter-who, by virtue of the fact that 
he is holding a valuable tract of land, is 
able to expend a good deal of money in the 
form of in1provemcnts, including the sinking 
of a bore-and the smrtl! selector, who is 
ncit able to do so. I know one instance whore 
a certain area of l~nd was taken awav from 
a certain station by the process of resump­
tion. This area, which was alienated from 
the station, had flowing from it a bore drain 
rarrying water to another part of the run. 
\Vhen the resumption took place the people 
who originally put down that bore went to 
ihe trouble and expense of getting from 
Brisbane h' o surve;v·ors to try and survey 
another track so that they could deprive 
the selectors of the use of water from the 
station bore. -under the regulations it is 
irnpch.:ible for a n1an to put doT)?n an artesian 
bore under a certain distancP frorr1 an already 
existing bore. If you put them dmvn closely 
together, }OU seem to tap the same aupply. 
I have in mind a particular case. One bore 
\Vas put down on :Diavfair and another was 
put down some little ciistanco awa~'· As soon 
as they struck water in the second bore, the 
water from the Mavfair bore decreased ln' 
one-half. I recognise the wi,clom of tho 
practice of not allowing bores to be put 
down too close to ono another. I recognise 
also, ho\vevcr, that a good manv of the big 
holdings. rather than allow the "water to go 
to the use of the selector, run it into channe1s 
where it can be readily evaporated or soak 
away. :\'a man has a right to the water 
lying under the ground, more especially when 
we remember the fact that a bore hr~s only 
a definite life-\Ye do not know how long 
it is; it has been cltimated variouslv at 
from twenty to t,hirty-five years; we believe 
that bores will peter out in thirty-five years. 
1f that is so, it is essential that the fullest 
pos,ible utilisation should be made of the 
w,,ter from those bores in the dry and arid 
distrirts of the State favoured with artesian 
condition •, I "nggc't that the time has 
arrived in conn0ction w-ith the conservation 
of water. not onlv for the State to have 
supen-ieion of whc.re the bores shall he put 
Co\Yn, but have son1c say in regard to the 
channels along which that v, ater shall run. 
It is obviously wrong for any 1nan to run 
channels in such a clircdion that he can con­
scn-o that water for himself. and that he 
shall be allow0d to waste what he cannot use. 
\Vhen a bore is put down by a shtion, and, 
in time, Belcctors take un the land adjoining 
that station, although the bore mav be the 
property of the station. there is such a thi~ 
as " rights in vratcr." and sclectop~, \.vho 
cannot put down a bore by virtue of the 
fact that it would be within the nine-mile 
prescribed limit, should ha,'e the right to the 
water that is flowing from the boro. After 
all, bores should he national. and not he 
handed oYer wholly and solely to a selfish 

individual who is not prepared to allow 
others to participate in the benefits of the 
tmst bore. There is no doubt that the 
artesian bore has done a good deal for the 
development of Queensland. Were it not for 
the artesian waters, Western Queensland­
and more especially l'\orth-western Quoens­
land-would be in fairly unhappy condition. 
People are beginning to recognise that the 
life of an artesian bore is limited, and there 
is a recrudesence of the old tank-sinking 
davs with the elaborate machinery that is 
used with it. I am of opinion that, with a 
definite organisation of the -department con­
trolling water with a view, first of all, to 
gc•tting the greatest possible benefit for 
ewrybody from the bore that i_s already in 
existencP. and, secondly, mapping out and 
determining the course which the water from 
anv future bore shall follow, we shall get 
tlH; maximum benefit from that bore-which, 
after all, is the ri~ht of the people. No one 
c·reate:' the water~ which lie;., under the sur­
face. Because a man happens to have a 
lease which entitles him to hold land for a 
certain period, he should not he allowed, 
when he puts a bore down, to adopt a 
" dog in the manger " attitude~sit hack 
on his haunches and yell at tho selector, 
''You have not the use of the water that io 
brought to the, surface; it is our hcritJgc: 
'xh~- should you parti<;ipate in the benefit., " 
It requires every poss1ble force to make tha~ 
man give the selector the benef1t he should 
haYC under onr legislation. I ask, in the 
ini·crest• of the small man who cannot get 
tmet bores. in the int0rests of the men '''e 
are here to protect, that the Government 
shall take the power out of the hands of the 
jealous, selfis:1, big squatting interests, and 
<rive to the small selector' smpe of the \vater 
that flows from the bores. 

GoYERX1TicN1' 'MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

J\lr. ED\Y.ARDS (J.'anango): The htnL 
rn0mber for Barcoo tried to ridicule my 
statem0nt that water was being carried 
hundreds of mike by gra.vitation. He 
is either trving to mislead this Chamber, or 
he does not know anything about the place 
of which he claims to be a native. Take the 
Lalw Lon•dale water supply scheme, carrieC: 
out to supplv the mallee settler with water. 
I maintain that the wate>: in ono direction 
runs 100 miles in one channel. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: That is not hundreds o[ 

miles. 

~r. EDW ARDS: That is only ono parti­
cular water oSchcrne. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: You said a watCJ' scheme 
that flowed hundreds of miles. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I can safely say that it 
flows 1,000 miles. (Government laughter.) 
The water flowing bv rrravitation on one 
watershed does not give~ the settler on i·he 
other watershed a supply of water. That 1s 
auite sensible to any verson. The mallee 
settlers would have been driven out of the 
mallee country long ago ha,d the Victorian 
Government treated them on the same hnsis 
as the Labour Government have treate-d th<> 
pioneer settlers of Quefmsland. I am plons,,d 
to see that hon. members on that s1de a;·o 

aking up to the fact that it is n<>cessa_ry to 
giye the sett]Pr water and look after h1m in 
his earlY settling days. 

Mr. BllLCOCK: I ach-ocated that long 
before you came into this House. 

illr. Edwards.] 
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Mr. EDW ARDS: I want to show how the 
last speaker misled himself in reference to 
the ·sug·gestion I made to the Treasurer about 
supplying water to the small settler. He is 
speaking about big areas in the West. When 
he talks about the small settlor he is refer­
ring to the man owning, possibly, 5.000 or 
10,000 acres. The man I am concerned about 
holds about 160 acres. It is quite impossible 
to supply him with artesian bore water. 

Mr. BuLCOOK: Tell me where you will find 
a man farming 160 acres in the true artesian 
basin. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: I am not talking about 
the artesian basin. What I am talkin~ about 
is putting down bores for settlers wh';,re the 
water is obtainable at shallow depths. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: That is sub-artesian water. 
'That is the ftrst tinw you have mentioned 
sub-artesian water to-night. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The Treasurer has suffi­
cient intelligence to understand what I mPan. 
(Laughter.) I am satisfied that the dav has 
come when the Government of Queensland 
must not only do some window-dressing fm· 
t~e sottkril' of Queensland, but they must 
give effect to what I am putting before thorn 
to-night in the interests of Queensland in 
o~dor that the settlers might be able to pro­
VIde fodd· r and develop the countrv in the 
way it should be developed. If the· Govern­
ment know the attitu-de that was adopted by 
the Victorian Government in the interests of 
the early s-ettlers of the mallee country, they 
would do a good ·deal more for the settlers in 
Queensland. Many of the settlers came from 
Victoria with a good deal of capital, and 
after a few years left the State to go back 
to Victoria, because they did not receive 
Government assistance so far as water was 
concerned. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) : I desire to offer 
some suggestions to the Treasurer which might 
be useful at a later .date with respect to the 
cotton-growing policy contemplated in the 
Capolla district. With all land settlement 
schemes it fc·llows that water is a general 
necessity. In that particular district it has 
been the experience of older settlers that water 
is only available in certain areas. I suggest 
that some scheme be arranged with the 
\Vater Supply Department and the Depart­
ment of Public Lands so that a survey can be 
made to outlino the different streams that 
have already been located by the early settlers 
by bores existing 11t the present time, so 
that, when the land is being subdiYicled, the 
surveyors will have an opportunitv of as 
nearly as possible putting the blocks of land 
in that portion in which the survey deter­
mines the stream of water is running under· 
ground. If something along thos·e lines is 
done, a good deal of economy will be effected 
in the land settlement policy. It follows that 
in that area which is to be cut up into blocks, 
if there is no water survey, many areas will 
be absolutely waterless. You can sink into 
the earth and find no artesian or sub­
artesian water in some portions, with the 
result that man~' settlers will take up some 
blocks of land and expend a good deal of 
their capital searching for water that is not 
there. I think also that it is po sible fm this 
Government to bring forward a scheme quite 
apart from the advances made by the 
Advances to Settlers Department so as to 
Pnable many new settlers in connection with 
eome of these big schemes that we have 
undertaken to use a good deal of their capital 
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in supplying themselves with stock, imple­
ments, and the necP3sary shelter and equip­
ment for the conservation of fodder. It taltes 
a good deal of capital for a new settler, if he 
is going to acquire a selection for himself that 
will be in a fair state of productivity within 
the first few y·ears. When the scheme is 
originated bores can be put down at the 
expense of the Government, and the new 
settlers will be able to pay off the cost of 
the bores on easy terms extending over long 
periods, which I think will he a good inYest­
ment for the Government and the State 
generally in the long run. Some suggestions 
have been made by many of the ol<1er settlers 
in the Capella district that it may be possible 
to survey many of the new blocks in such a 
way that the existing· bores will supply a 
grOup of four, five, or six settlers with v;ater. 
'vVith a sub-artesian water supply such a 
scheme \vill not, in my opinion, be practic­
able. Most of the settlers in the district will. 
I think. desire to have their own bore and 
their own water supply apa.rt from growing 
cotton and oth.cr crops. They will also 
desire to go in for the construction of small 
irrigation ~chc1nes, such as \vo sec in 1nany 
d the market g:;rdens throughout the State. 
I hope the few suggestions I have put for­
ward wiil be of some benefit, and that it will 
give tho 1\·ea:--urer something to work upon, 
and. "hen the scheme is carried out, nothing 
will he OYcr!ooked. By making the survey 
o[ the area in the most suitable way, the 
lc>st amount of rnone~- will be expended and 
less <'Xpcnditnrc will be entailed on the new 
settlers. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON (Drayton) : I would like 
to offer the Troasurei' a little adviec on this 
burning question. I have be on over this sort 
of countrv. Subterranean ¥ aters run like 
blood in "a person's body. \Ve have large 
and small subterranean streams. Some run 
for miles and miles. A stream runs from 
Peak Downs for 50 miles, and windmills 
arc erecte-d all along it. All our gr·eat rivers 
have subterranean streams. Take the Conda­
mino River. That river really carries away 
onlv flcod water. The real Condamine River 
rur;s 40 or 50 feet below the surfac-e. Ono 
gentleman ask(d me how I knew that. I told 
him, and he said, "Cmne up and prove it." 
I did so, and we put down six bores and 
struck the real Condamine water at a depth 
of under 60 fc'et. The same occurs in a very 
large number of places in Queensland. Only 
just out~idP Oakey, Vi'hich is a very dry area, 
it is the smne. 

The TRMsun•n: In that case it is not much 
use atten1pting to dam the Condamine. 

1\11'. BEDBINGTOX: You would only dam 
the flaod \vatc'r. The subtcrrrane:tn l3treams 
>tro alwavs there. Seven or eight bores were 
put down there to test it. and they have been 
in use for sorncthing like fifteen or sixteen 
yc·:ns now, and they still give a large supply 
of water, ' .. nd a yery large nu1nber of cattle 
arc fattenecl there. and during tbe years of 
drought there have been no signs of the water 
giving out. 

The TnEASl'RER: That does not prove that 
the Condamine in normal seasons flows under­
ground. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It does. The Conda­
mine is only a -chain of \vat-erhDles in dry 
weather. lik0 most of our rJyers in Queens­
land, but rlry weather does not interfere 
\vith the subterranean stream. Even on the 
Darling Downs we have them, and they give 
4,000 or 5,000 gallons an hour. We have one 
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·in Toowoc,mba where they have pumped 
:25,001 gallon,; an hour day and night for 
fourtefm years from the subterranean stream. 
I have always been of the opinion that we 
are not making the be, t use of these sub­
thrranean strearns in Queensland. I arn sure 
·that the officers of the department could 
·trace these subterranean streams. and all the 
•creek frontages whore these "streams are 
~hould be reserved. 

Mr. FOLEY: Can that method be relied on? 

Mr. BEBBI::-JGTON: T mvself have taken 
500 contracts at £40 each 'and guaranteed 
250 gallons an hour, and not 1 per cent. have 
gone dry, although they have been in use 
'from twelve to fourteen years. 

Mr. FoLEY: That is on the Downs. In other 
·places there have been failures. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOK: You get places 
where the water is deeper, and 'the peoplo 
·will not go down to it. A groat deal of 
·good work has been done bv the officials in 
the \Vater Supply Department at the pro,ent 
time. They haYe done a great deal of good 
for the settlers. I hav€ soon an area in the 
Burnett district. in the settled district. whore 
you could get water at 40 ff'et. That area 
€xtonded for only about half a mile, and to 
my knowledge you could trace that stream 
for 8 or 9 miles. The settlers outside that 
area, had very groat difficulty in getting 
water. I maintain that, wlwn thnt land was 
cut up, the area along that subterranean 
stream. whore wat€r could be obtained at 
40 feet from the surfac", should have been 
reserved. It should have h<·cn treated as 
though it were a river frontage. 

:Ylr. COLLINS: This is ibe onh sensible 
speech you have made during the" session. 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTON: \Ye do not know 
·nmeh about our State yet. \Yhon the hon. 
mernber for ~anango wa"' speaking he men~ 
tinned something about running stroarns. \Ve 
han• crooks in Queensland tl1flt rnn out from 
the rivers) and \VC have one crcck that runs 
·Sometimes one way and sometimes another. 

The TREAS<:REH: Not up hill, surely? 
l\lr. STOPFOHD : Double Creek? 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. The hon. 
·member knows whore this is. Perhaps a 
littie explanation of that is nocc·,cmry. This 
<>reek ]..: in very flat country, and it joins 
two rin•r•-the Doe and the Don. If one 
ri\'Cr hcppens to be in flood, the Cl'P"k runs 
thC' othPr wav; and thE'n, if the other river 
is the higher.' the crook turns round and runs 
ihC' othn wav. Until I rcaw it I could 
-scarcrh~ nndrr~tand the reason for the creek 
running different ways at djffcrent times. 
'When \:c get into the Gulf country, \Ye find 
crN'k'< that rise and fall according to the 
fnll of the moon. The creek I spPak of is 
ahYays running, irrespective of rain. It ls 
running 3 or 4 inches r!eep over the sand, 
and ;, 50 ket wide. It gradually declines 
until therp is no wnter at all in it, and the 
cattle and horses gallop -down there. scoop 
out a few ··tones, and get water. There are 
so"ne vrry largo stre'ams under the surface. 
and th<'se streams run faster at the full of 
the moon, the same as our bores do. It is 
an officio! fact that. these artesian bores run 
fast0r at 12 o'clock in the dav and at the 
full of the moon than at othe~ times. \Ye 
haYe a good ma.n:,~ pef'uliarities in connect,ion 
with onr water supplv, and I would like to 
Bee the Txeasu.rf'r _get the officers of the -depart· 

m .. nt to mark out the big subterranean 
streams, which are certainly there. I will 
give the hon. g·entleman one case. I was 

going into the railway refresh­
[10 p.m.] ment~room at Warwick one day 

and a gentleman came and tapped 
me on the shoulder. (Laughter.) He was in a 
hurry, and he said, " Can I get water on 
Lillvdalo in the Central district." That was 
abo;:,t 800 miles away, and I did not know 
where it was. He said, " You tell me if I 
can get water on Lillydalc, and. if so, I will 
send a telegran1 and buy it." I said, " Don't 
b·• foolish!" I-Io said, "You know the land 
all right. You know whether there are any 
underground strean1s there." I said, "Yes, 
ther<' are." This man then went and tele­
graphed and bought the station merely on 
my word that there was water und_ernoath, 
and the results proved that I was nght. It 
would be of advantage t.o the State if the 
officers of the department wnre to map out 
these underground strea.1ns. ~he:: n1a~~ not 
have had the practical expenence whiCh _I 
have had in this matter, but they know sufh­
cient to trace those streams which give value 
to the Burnctt land scheme. 

The TREASCHEH: You are a water wizard. 
(Laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 

DEPAHnmNT OF PuBLIC LANDS. 

CHlEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon .. J. Larcombo, JlepzJcl): \Ve must all 
atrree, after listening. to. the ,peeches o~ the 
last few hom·s that 1t JS very necessary to 
put down barb. (Laughter.) I beg to 
ll:OYC-

" That £55,878 be granted for 'Chief 
Ofiicc.' ., 

I regret the circumstances und?r which it 
devolves upo11 me to move thrs vote, the 
S0cretarv for Public Lands still bemg m 
b~d hcaith. The vote do<~s not call for ar;~ 
special comment. As hon. me.nbers wJ!. 
notice, there is a decrease of £4,631 on last 
vear's appropriation of £60,509. T]1~ ~educ: 
tion is accounted fol' by the reorgamsatwn. ot 
the staff wages adjustment, and a roduchon 
o ~ the v~te for " Contingencies." 

)It·. YO\YLES (Dal''!i): I very much 
rogrPt that tlll~ l\linist r in charge of tb.ese 
Estimates is not able to be present owmg 
t~ ill-health. which we all sincere!~ ~egret. 
I do not intend to debate those Est~mate~ 
at am· icngth. In fact, I do not mtcnct 
t0 dis:cuss th<•m at all. "My object is. as 
I stated at '"'' earlier >tagc of the Estimates, 
to get on vYith matters ~Thich are of very 
great importance and which have not been 
dobatPd on otl1f'r orcasions. If it is poss1ble 
for us to get through them during the 
rema11nng tirne at our dispo~aJ, I shall be 
very glad. 

Questic n put and passed. 

The 
(I-I on. 
move~-

DISTRICT OFFICES .. 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
J. Laroombe, Jl, ppr:l): I beg to 

': Th~~, £73,120 be granted to 'District 
Ofiwos. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burk<): In referring to 
the different districts over whieh the land 

lJ!lr. Riordan.] 
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commiSSIOners have control, I would like to 
point out that land settlement in the Burke 
electorate and more especially in the Gulf 
district, i's not progressing as quickly as it 
should. \Ye have instance' of ballots in 
and arouncl Barcaldine and Blackall in which 
800 people have balloted for one block of 
land, \vhile in the Gulf district land settle­
ment is practically at a standstill. There 
must be sonw reason for land settlement not 
progressing in the Gulf district, and. I think 
that ono reason is on account of the Isolation 
of that part of the country. Another reason 
i> that the conditions with regard to land 
settlement in the Gulf district are too hard 
compared with what the:: are in districts 
more conv<>niently situated. I would like 
the Lands DeparLnent to take into considera­
tion the thwwing open of blocks for people 
who are land hungry jn and around the 
K orth-western districts. 

The argument has been used that the Gulf 
country -will not. carry r--he€'p, and that It IS 

unprofitable at the present price of cattle 
tu raise cattle in that dietrict. \Ye know 
that the catt/0 industry is in a very bad 
state just at nn''ent, but I am <>ertain that 
it will carry sheep. \\ e ha Ye practical 
demonstration of that from two selectors who 
are going in for sheep, and they are doing 
v<"'Y well. I hope in the very near future 
that shecp5rowing \Yill be gone in for on a 
large sc.1le in the Gulf district. The cattle 
industrv is the chief industry thoro now, and 
the big lessees have held 'thf'ir land there 
foi 111anv vcars at a rental of some,vlwre on 
1 hL' a VPl:ag(' of Ss. 6d. per sqtutrc• n1ilc. In 
tht:> rr···lltnptions "-hid1 hriYc latelv been n1ado 
the small se' lector ha·. been aske;l to pay £1 
lOo. per S<[Uare mile. I consider that is 
too high a rent for the Gulf country nntil 
sueh time as there is railwav coinmunica­
tion there or until something Is done by the 
State to furni,;h better conditions for those 
'• ho are out in those isolated districts. I 
think eyer;· cJwom·agement should be given 
to increase the population in the Gulf 
countrv. I wonld go so far in this direction 
ac to ·, .. 1J that. when any resumptions are 
made, we should give the land free to those 
who a!·o willing to go and live there for the 
next ten years. vY e conld not say that that 
is differential treatment for one part of the 
State as against the other, because the Gulf 
country is differently situated. It is practi­
cally cut off horn the ovorsca traffic. The 
Govcrnn1ent arc running a subsiJi0ed 
steamer to the Gulf now. There is no rail­
"·ay communication there; and if that 
steamer was to go off to-morrow, the pconlo 
living in and around Normanton and Burke~ 
town would have to wait from three to six 
months to get their goods. Any people who 
go there should be allowed good condition,. 
\Ve know that fencing-wire is expensive. and 
it is unfair to charge a selector £1 10s. per 
square mile, when the prc,ious holders only 
paid Ss. 6d. per SflUa re mile. Quite recently 
in Cloncurrv the Land Com't fixed the selec­
tors' rents "on the resumed parts of Inver­
leigh at £1 to £2 per square mile. although 
the pastoral lP"ce only paid l.2s. 6d. per 
square mile. It is out of the qn0stion to ask 
a small selector to fulfil the conditions when 
he has to pay that, rent. in addition to buying 
hi~ fencing-wire and building materials with 
the present high cost of carrial(e. If the 
selector were given his own time and a 
reasonable rent was fixed. I am sure we 
would got a good class of settlor into that 
district, and the Gulf would go ahead faster 
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than anv other part of Quocn,land. Both 
the Gregorv Rn Pr and the ."\ 1chobon River 
arc favom able for irrigation, and that 
would enable the people there to make a 
decent living, if they had means of tran~­
porting their produce from the Gulf. UntJ!. 
such time as wo got settlers there, there 
is no possibility of th? . Government doing 
anything to provide fttclhtles to open up the 
ports. I ha vc been end ea \·ouring, through 
the Premier and th0 Secretary for Public 
Lands, to do something for thi, district. The 
pastoralists say that the cattle arc prime· 
when leaving the holdings to go 1n to .J ulla 
Creek or the railway terminus. but by the 
time they get into th0 trucks 80 to 100 lb. 
of the best of the beef have gone off thorn. 
Then thev have to be taken am·thing up to-
300 or 400 miles to the meatworks; and 
when they get there they arc brnis<'d, and 
there is a good deal of wa tc mcM ou them. 
I consider that the method adoptNl of 
h ucking cattl2 in Australia is rather cruel. 
vV" have doors on the side of the trucks. 
and we load the cattle truck b'>' truck. each 
truck holding an0-thing- fron{ sixteen to 
eighteen bullocks. Y on get O!k truck loaded 
and have to shut off the cattle. and you are 
practically half a day getting eigk or nine 
trucks of cattle loaded. 

The CHAIRMAN : J hope the hon. mem­
bPr will deal with th"t aspect of the qucs, 
tion on the Railway Estimates. 

;\fr. RIORDAX: I am -dealing with one 
of the disabilities of cattle-raising on the 
lands of the Gulf countn-. and one of the 
reasons ,yhy our produce doe~ not n1cet with 
a favour:1 blo market. Land settlement would 
be the meansd of opening up that district. 
and perhaps lead to the establishment of 
mcatworks. \Ye are negotiating to try h> 
get a mcatworks goinv tlwrc. and I am 
satisfied that. when one is opened. settlement 
will come. I am satieficd that it \Yould be 
a good idea if the GoYcrnment conaidered 
the expansion of that portion of the State­
not that I want rliffNcntial treatment for 
~ormanton and Burketown. but I recognise 
the isolation and the difficulties of their 
people. Those are my sontimcnb, ':·'hether 
I be in Parliament or out of Parhament. 
I think they have been long-suffering, and 
I repeat tha·t the Government would do well 
tJ consider giving land freo to those people, 
because the resumed land is not being taken 
up, and the Government are not only losing· 
the rent they were getting from the pas­
toralists, but· ar~ aleo defeating their own 
purpose of gettmg settlement. For some 
reason or other land along the Norman and' 
Albert rivers, where small men could go in 
for land settlement, is being left to the pas­
toralists. I do not claim that the best of 
everything should be taken away from ~he· 
pastoralists. bnt I think that in maklng 
resumptions considcratior. shouid be given 
t0 the small man, who will be able to use it 
if it is near a market Sueh small mon 
would. go in for more than cattle-ra~s~ng. 
They would go in foe m1xed stock ra1smg, 
sucl1 as sheep and cattle. or for a little 
agriculture. I am satisfied. from the reports. 
T have seen in the different departments,. 
that more than sheep and cattle raising is· 
possible in that district. \V<' know th_at ~he· 
land is equal to ar;y in the \Vestern d1stnct. 
There is good Fhnders and ~Iltchell gra.ss 
there. But for some reason or another, lil 

many cases the blocks which have been 
thrown open are dry blocks. To put down 
a11 artesian bore in the Gulf country to opeTh 
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up that la.nd would cost from £4,000 to 
£5 000. That is why I think that the 
Go~ernrnent sbou]d control 1vater in their 
land settlement policy. I hope that the 
Secretarv for Public Lands will give this 
matter consideration at an early date. There 
an; many blocks at present open in the Gulf 
.district which men will take up at a reason­
able rent, but which they are not going to 
take up at two and three times the rental 
that the people next door are getting their 
land for. A good deal of ta.xation is col­
lected from the Gulf country, and very little 
·of that money is put back into that district. 
I am not complaining; I am putting the 
position before this House for the benefit of 
-those who have not been so fortunate as I 
have been in going through that district and 
seeing the opportunities which arc offering 
there for !and settlement. I trust tha.t it 
will not be long before we will see a large 
white population there, with many happy 
homes and little children running about. 

:V1r. G. P. BAR:!'\ES (lVaru·ick): The hon. 
member for Btu·ke ~his evening has played 
the role of the candid friend. I am rather 
sorr0- that the House was so thin, especially 
in regard to the Government benches. I 
think they mig.ht have listened, with a great 
deal of profit, to the very interesting sp8och 
just deliwrcd. The hon. member ~1ae looked 
at the question of settlement in the far Gulf 
-country as of Yital irr~portance. No country 
can be con<idered of anv value until it is 
Dccupied. I hesitate to think that any man 
on this side of the House ever expected to 
hea.r such a speech we have iust heard 
from an hon. member supporting the Govern­
ment-who hrwe laid themselves out to do 
H1e most exacting thing« in connection with 
land settlement. I ano not resenting or 
objecting to the speech; I am rather glad 
that it has emanated from the hon. member. 
\Ye could scarcely have conceived the idea 
that la.nd should be given free to the people, 
possibl;· for a. period of ten years. It may 
bP wise to do tt; I am not saying that it is. 
\Vhat strikPs one is, when huge sums of 
money were being expended in the purchase 
Df station propc1·tv, why the Government 
·-could not have made u<e of their vast areas 
of land. instead of buying extensively a.nd 
expensively in other directions. It would be 
well worth the while of the Government­
because they alone ea n take action-to give 
good hood to what has been sugge<ted by 
the hon .. member. Evidently, land that was 
occupied has become unoccupied. 

Mr. RroRDAx: Large holdings hav·e been 
resumed. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES: Large holdings have 
been resumed; but, on account of excessive 
rentals those lands arc not being applied for 
again. Ko good is going to be done to this 
State by having unoccupied territory.' The 
Yalue of the country is in having it occupind. 
Fairly long leases ehould be given because 
men will have to be encouraged. as they will 
have to spend monev in fencing, securing 
v.rater, and in making various improvements 
'for the purpose of a. homestead. Perhaps in 
some instances, for the first five years the 
land should be rent fr·ee, provided certain 
improvements arc effected, and for the second 
term of five yertrs it might carry a certain 
emall rental, with an increased rental for a 
·further term of fiv·e years. 

Mr. RIORDAN: I have already discussed the 
,Ji.ding scale with the Minister. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am glad to know 
that the Minister has been interviewed in 
connection with this matter. Anything that 
v ill help the people in the far North and 
make them contented will certainly be bene­
ficial, not only to the northern portion of the 
State but to the whole community. I am sure 
that the Minister will give a fair amount of 
consid -ration to what has been suggested. 
Is it not fair to say that that is a commentary 
on the actions of the Government in other 
directions? \Ve must realise that rent is on 
the exce•.sive side, and, if it is fair to give 
consideration to the far North, surely, m 
the places nearer at hand, where the people 
are having extreme burdens placed upon 
them, consideration should also be given in 
the matter of a rnduction of rent. 

J\fr. RroRDAN: There is no comparison 
between the Gulf districts and districts inside, 
near the railways. The Gulf district is an 
exceptional district. 

Mr. G. P. BAH?\ES: Most men like myself 
arc at a great disadvantage when we do 
not know anything about the country. It is 
an excerodingly pleasing thing to listen to a 
man who does know something about the 
countrv. If what the hon. member says regard­
ing th~ Gulf country can be confirmed, this 
side of the Committee i' not gomg to show 
any great objection to carrying out the hon. 
memb,- r's purpose. 

JY1r. BREKNAN: No man should come into 
the Chamber without knowing the whole of 
Queensland. 

Mr. G. P. BAR::'-JES: I do not agree with 
much that the hon. member says, but I do 
a"ree with him in that statement. We are 
Y~ry much in ignorance' of our own land. It 
is pleasino- to know that one man does know 
something about it. I am convinced that he 
does. I am sure this side will be found 
favourably dispose·d to help the Government 
in the matter. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR :\fiNES : \V c are pleasesJ 
to know that the hon. gentleman has adopted 
a new attitude towar-ds this Government. 
(Laughter.) 

11r. G. P. BAR.NES: I have indicated that 
this ,hould be done for the benefit of the 
State and so long as the Government do 
thing~ for the good of the State it will 
surprise them to find the amoupt ?f support 
that they will rece1ve from thts s1de of the 
House. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR (Windsor): I listened with 
a l(Ood deal of interest to the remarks of the 
lw'n. member for Burke. It is a good many 
years since I was in the Gulf country. At 
the time I viFited the Gulf it was very 
active. The Croydon goldfield was certainly 
rroiJ'o· back a little, but the cyanide process 
had hbeen introduced, and a fair amount 
of husine" was being transacted in Croydon 
and ]\" ormanton. "C nfortuna toly, since then, 
mining has gone down in Cro:l:don, and 
N orrnanton is not now the town 1t was. I 
quite agree with what the hon. member for 
Btn·ke said-that the people up there who 
arc willing to take up that land should g0t 
it for ten vears without anv rent at all. 
\Ye have taiked a good deal "lately about a 
white Australia, and about settling the out­
posts of the Empire. There should be differ­
ential treatment given to the people who are 
urcpared to settle in the Gulf country. They 
are entitled to verv much better ti·eatment 
than the people in "the South of Queensland 

IYlr. Taylor.] 
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and al~o a g-roat many people in the \Vest 
of Queensland \vho have got railway con1mu~ 
nication and 80cial con1forts vYhich are denied 
to thmc people who settle in the Gulf 
countrv. I do not know that anything is 
too g~od for the n1cn and won1en \Yho are 
prepared to go out and risk their lives 
and thei,· lualth in that part of Qw;onsland. 
\V e cannot expect men and wornen to go 
into that oart of QuPcnsland un1ot~s Southern 
Australia i'J" prc'!lared to co1npen~atc them 
for th0 \York the'" untlortako. 'l'hcv arc 
undPrtakiu:; a big national work in Cnden­
Yonring- to hold that countrv fronr the 
coloured raoos so clo·o to tlio shores of 
=--:ol"thern Australia. Thov !in· a Yerv free 
life, but tlw.;T live a lift; of isolatioD. In 
the citie~~ hPre we arc accustomed to three 
CE' four doll. p· pcrs .::.nd \,r-ckl fHt]lC'l''>, a.nd 
"!I the which wo can crowd into 
<1 \VC'ck a1·c ( into a \YCck. \Yhcn 
I Yis1tcd the Gulf, ~Iarcrl-a. 'yas the t0rn1inus 
of tho ,.,,;),, a1ed it took u. six days to 
trnycJ fro.n to J\L~,l'eE 1HL bv roach, 
and ~Tr-t in i~olatcd 11lac<>s v0~1 found 
!1H'n wl1h their \"\·jyc-~ and (nmilies~ who 'voro 
willln!! to j ;Jcttc tlH•n:.sclY(, antl t1kc ~harg'o 
uf thP ('hrt1l£6ng plnrl'~ for Cobh and C~m­
pany·~ co.:·cht's, flr,·1 the:,,' ncn'r saw an:vthnlg­
"' all for the whole week bar ono coach. 
L1f conr~c 1t 'dll be a kmg- tirnc before 
: gric·ultnrnl of am· kind will be pro-
,lnced tho•·e than what aro required 
for lora.l ('onsunlption. 

The TnE \S1:REH : At least cotton could be 
C"T0Vi'n thC:l'P. 

-=vir. T.\YLOH: Cotton could bo grown 
t lwre to p;rc•at a eh antagc. If we arc going 
to produce sheep a.nd cattle in that country, 
and if \Yf> hope to r·~·tablish n1oaJ.vvorks there, 
''"" shm;ld ccrtainlv hayc to sec that the 
condition:c under '·hich the people live are 
infinitely better than they are at the present 
titne. 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIR'\1A"\" said: Under the provi­

sions of Standing Order No. 307. I shall now 
leave the chair and make nw report to the 
House. · 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
The rosnmption of the Committee wa.s 

made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

·wATER POWEH BILL. 
INITIAT!O)! IN C01IhliTTEE. 

(Jfr. ltincan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Hox. \V. FORGAN SMITH (Jfackay): I 
beg to move-

" That it is desirable to introduce a 
Bill to make better Jlrovision for the 
utilization of water for the purpose of 
generating and providing electriBal 
energy and water power, and for pur­
poses incidental thereto and consequent 
thcreon.'' 

There can be no doubt about the value of 
such a Bill as this. It has been said in the 
past that no country can become industrially 
great unless it is possessed of and develops 
its iron and coal resources, and to that might 
be added its resources in the way of power 
o bta inod by means of hydro-electric scheme.s. 
Great development ,has been made m 
countries which have developed hydro­
electric schemes, such as Norway and 
AmNica. and progress has taken place in 
Tasmania under a hydro-electric scheme of 
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a very comprPhcnsive nature. The Bill pr!!i• 
vides for development in Queensland, where­
wonderful rc::inurccs PXIst, and sPts out the 
means bv ,Yhieh \Yatcr resources can be· 
controlled. It provides for the establish­
ment of boards to dc•velop the supply of 
electrical P11Crgy for light in 'T and po\vcr 
purposes. There are three methods by which 
board·,, may b0 appointed under Orders in 
Council, narnely-

" B.v the appointment of a local autho­
rity or joint ]ocnl authorit;· or a water 
anthorit,; having jnri·.diehon within the 
area or f..(JlTlC nart. thcr(•o£ to be the 
\YrrtC>r Pm\ ,,r Board: 

"I3y the appointment of the n1ernbcrs 
of th0 Board be the Uon•rJwr in Council; 

"Bv the election of the mcmlJers of 
the Boarcl by tl clcdcn·, of t 1JC area 
entitled to · the parliarnentary fran­
chise," 

and so on. \Ye llr011o:;;c to dcYr>1op this by 
n1aking tr c of machincrv of Go' ~rnment 
proYidEJ by the local tu.nlwriJie I do not 
think that thcrp is 1nuch of a coEtroversial 
na tme in the BilL 

J\h. VO\YL>'S (IJrt/lip): I "·ould just say 
that. we all realise tho nccc ·.:ilty of utilising 
,,-ater for the purpose of generating electri­
cal cncrg."P. I shall rc•scrvc nnT· ren1arks I 
hrr vc to m a kc until I see the Bill. 

G;u0~t~on put and pa:-;r..;ed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAllUriAX l'Cpcrted that the Co1nrnittcc 

had conw to a resolution. 
The rc<::olution was agreed to. 

FIRST READIXG. 

Hox. \Y. FORG.\::'i" s:MITH: I beg to· 
n1ove-

" That the Bill be now read a firct 
time." 

Qu£otion put and passed. 
The second reading was made an Order of 

the Day for Tucsdtcy next. 

PHIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS BILL. 
INITIATION IN Co~IMITTEE. 

(Jfr. Ilirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOH AGHICULT"CHE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Baclwm): I beg to 
move-

" That it is dt·,irablc that a Bill be 
introduced to orovide for the constitution 
of Boards rep'resonting growers of speci­
fied commo-dities and to confer powers 
on a Board so constitutod with respect 
to the marketing· of the commodity for· 
which it has been constituted, and for 
other cons<~qurntial purposes." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CH.\JR)L\N reported that the Committee 

had com.e to a resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST HEADING. 

Tho SECHETAHY FOH AGHICULTUHE: 
I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a first­
time." 

Question put and passed. 
The second reading was made an Order of: 

the Day for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 10.35 p.m. 




