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Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.] Supply.

WEDNESDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER, 1922.

The Spzaxsr (Hon, W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY.

The SPEAKER : I have to announce that
T have this day received the following medical
certificate from Doctors Wm. Nathaniel
Robertson and Alwyn Tom Hays Nisbet, and
a notification under the provisions of the
Legislative Assembly Act Amendment Act of
1922 from the Hon. J. H. Coyne:—

“To the Hon. the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly of Queensland.

“We, William Nathaniel Robertson
and Alwyn T. Hays Nisbet, legally quali-
fied medical practitioners, hereby certify
that the Hon. John Harry Coyne, mem-
ber of the Legislative Assembly of
Queensland for the electoral district of
Warrego, is in such a state of ill-health,
through no fault on his part, that he is
unable, and, in our copinion will, during
a period of two weeks from the date
hereof, be unable to attend any sittings
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of the House without gravely endanger-
ing his health.

“ Given under our hands, at Brisbane,
this sixth day of September, 1922.
“ Wy, N. ROBERTSON,
“ A legally qualified medical practitioner.

“A. T. H. Nissgr,
““ A legally qualified medical practitioner.”

“To the Hon. the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly of Queensland.

“1, John Harry Coyne, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral district of Warrego,
hereby notify you that I have endeav-
oured to secure, and, through no fault on
my part, have failed to secure a * pair’
during the period of two weeks from the
date hereof; and I hereby further notify
you that I desire to vote as a member at
every sittings of the House and of every
Corpmittee of the Whole House by means
of g proxy—unamely, the Hon. Edward
Granville Theodore, member of the Legis-
lativa Assgmbly of Queensland for the
electoral district of Chillagoe, or, if the
said tie Hon. Edward Granville Theodore
is not present, by another proxy—namely,
the Hon. Alfred James Jones, member
of the -Legislative Assembly of Queens-
land for the electoral district of Pad-
dingtort.

“ @iwen under my hand, at Brisbans,
+his six th day of September, 1922,

“J. Harry Covng,

““ Member of the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland for the electoral dis-
trict of Warrego.”

DECLARATION BY MR. SPEAKER.

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require-
ments of the Legislative Assembly Ach
Amendment Act of 1992, I declare that I am
satisfied that the matters stated in the noti-
fication received by me this day from the
Hon. J. H. Coyne are true,

SUPPLY.

Resumerion oF Commirrer—TENTH ALLOTTED
Day.

(Mr. Eirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
BUILDINGS.
Question stated—

“That £95,000 be granted for ¢ Build-
ings.” ”’

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): When the House
adjourned last night I was criticising what
I regarded as excessive expenditure by the
Department of Public Werks in effecting
repairs to Government buildings. I wmade
a suggestion to the Minister which would save
an enormous zmount of money—one which,
in my opinion, would be practicable and
enable us to have repairs effected in country
districts much more econcmically than is the
case at present and under the strictest super-
vision. I would suggest that the repairs to
buildings in the different local authority
areas be placed under the control of the local
authorities. Each local authority possesses
an official who is qualified to make reports
on such matters, Hach year that official
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could make a report upon the condition of
each public building in that local authority
area, and the report could be forwarded to
the Department of Public Works. He could
also estimabe the cost to place such building
in a fit state of repair, and the depariment
could instruct the local authority concerned
to spend a certain amount of money in effect
ing the repairs to the building. It would
save the cost of sending a sub-inspector along
in the first instance, the cost of sending men
long distances to perform the work, and the
cest of sending an inspector to report on the
work after its completion. The local autho-
rities consist of men elected by the people,
and they possess the confidence of the people.
The local authorities would be able to save
50 per cent. of the present cost of doing
repairs. To-day 100 per cent. to 200 per cent.
more is paid in effecting repairs than would
be the case under the scheme I have outlined.
I feel sure that the officials connected with all
the local authorities would only be too willing
to perform that work, because they would
be given an opportunity of spending their
own money, and the local authorities would
not hesitate to carry the extra burden.

Hon. W. Forgax SMIrH: As time goes on
and the population increases, the local autho-
rities will, no doubt, be called upon to do
a great deal more work.

Mr, MORGAN: In places like Brisbane
and Toowoomba and other large centres the
local authorities need not undertake the work.
There could be a staff of men attached to
the Department of Public Works, who would
be continually employed on large public build-
ings in those areas. My suggestion would
apply to outlying districts. In my electorate
there are seven local authorities over which
are distributed eighty-five schools. The elerks
of the different shires could report on the
state of each schbool building, or the school
committee could furnish a report each year.
I feel sure that the scheme I have suggested.
perhaps with certain modifications, would
work satisfactorily and beneficially,. When
hon. members criticise the department they
should be prepared at the same time to offer
a remedy for the existing state of affairs.
1 trust that something will be done to see
that these repairs are done by local people,
and that a better system will be introduced
than is at present followed by the department.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I think the time
has arrived when the Government should put
to the test the question as to whether day
labour, contract, or piecework should be
adopted in the future.

Mr. Pmasg: Like the Metropolitan Water
and Sewerage Board.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know anything
about the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage
Board. Any casual observer has only to look
at the progress of public works in the country,
and, if he has any judgment at all, he must
come o the conclusion that the system is
wrong.

Mr. Prasz: You go up North, and you
will see that it is all right. You should see
the Innisfail State School.

Mr. VOWLES: I have been up North,
and I have seen railway works in the hon.
member's own electorate, and feel very
strongly so far as that work is concerned.
T travelled along the line, and I did not see

Mr. Vowles.]
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a great amount of work going on although
I saw a lot of men knocking about.

Mr. Prase: You were not qualified to
express an opinion.

My. VOWLES: If T see a number of men
krocking about and no work geing on, then
surely I can see that there is something wrong
with the system?

Hon. W. Forean Smita: Do you say they
were loafing on the job?

Mr. VOWLES: That was my impression.
When I was sitting behind the previous
Government I made the same observations.
Frequent reference has been made to the
statement of Mr. Paget when Hecretary for
Railways, and that is the one thing that this
Government fall back on—that the Secretary
for Railways in a previcus Government advo-
cated the day-labour system as against con-
tract or piecework. DBut there was a tre-
mendous amount of piecework done in con-
nection with railway construction in those
days. When the Jandowae line was being
built a good deal of pilecework was done,
and it was remarkable to see the rate at
which they did the work and the amount of
spare time they had.

I would support the remarks of the hon.
member for Murilla so far as country work
is concerned, It is grossly unfair to men in
country districts that, when a little Govern-
reent work is being done, that work should
be monopolised by outside men.

Hon. *W. Foreaxy Swmrra: We get local
labour when it is available.

Mr. VOWLES: You do not. In every
direction men say they cannot get Govern-
ment work, and that strangers are doing the
work.

Hon, W. Forcaxy Smita : The district fore-
men in my department have instructions to
obtain local labour when it is available.

Mr. VOWLES: Those instructions must
have been given very recently, because car-
penters and all classes of workmen have com-
plained to me that, though work may be
available, they never have an opportunity of
getting 1t. 1 made reference to this matter
in 1913—1 think that was the first time I
spoke in this House. Speaking on the
Address in Reply, I made these remarks—

“J1 would like to say, in conclusion,
that I think the time has arrived when
the Gtovernment’ —

I was then sitting behind the Government—
“should make a trial in the construction
of railways by contract.”

I had just seen what was being done in con-
nection with the construction of the Tara
Railwey. It was notorious that plenty of men
on that work who were paid full wages did
very little work. I further said—

“ T am connected with a local authority,
and we found that it was absolutely
necessary to find out what we were
getting for our money—to find out if we
were asked to pay more for day labour
than we would be by contract. I do no
mind telling you that we found that we
were not getting a fair thing from the
men by day labour. The same thing
applies to the construction of railway lines
by day labour. I am certain it applied
to the construction of the Tara line,

[Mr. Vowles.
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because there were dozens of men draw-
ing pay who were not doing their work
at all”?

“ Mr. Kirwan: That is a strong indict-
ment on the Railway Department.

“Mr. VowLes: Yes, it is; but it is
true all the same.”

1 was a supporter of that Government—

“Mr. Kirwan: Will you support a
Royal Commission to inquire mto the
Railway Department?

“ Mr. VowLEs: Yes.”

You will remember we had that Commission,
Mr, Kirwan—({laughter)—

“ 71 do not see why we should allow
such a state of things to exist in our own
interests. We are the custodians of the
people’s money, and we should find ouf
which is the most profibable way to carry
on. Personally, I do not believe in huge
contracts and huge profits, but I do not
agree with the present system adopted
by the officers of the Railway Department
as to the cost of a railway. There is no
one to check their estimates at gll. They
simply make an estimate, and if they do
it for less than the estimate they turn
round and say that they made g profit of
so much. Anyone can do that. If T know
a thing will cost £10,000, the to be o0
the safe side I will say it will Qs‘t
£12.000; and if I do # for £11 000, T will
say that that is a profit of £1.,000.”

That is the principle in operation buday—
“ Mr., Murphy”—

T{e was a member of the Opposition—

« Mr. Murphy: What about the state-
ment which the Minister for Railways
presented the other night?

«Myp Vowips: My experience has
been that the day-labour system is dearer
than contract work. In our district we
have proved that you get more value out
of contract work.

¢ My, Gillies:
Railway ?

“ Mr. Vowres: I know that the hon.
gentlemen opposite advocate day jabour,
It is part of their religion, and they
cannot advocate anything clse. But Iam
giving facts as to what happened in my
own district.”’

.
What about the Cairns

I have not altered my opinion; in fact, what
applied in those days applies a great deal
more to-day. We can give cases of work in
connection with charitable institubions which
have come within our own experience. I
know, for instance, what the work in connec-
tion with the Laidley Hospital could have
been done for, and I know what it cost. I
know what the work in connection with the
Dalby Hospital could have been done for,
and I know what it actually cost. I was
one of the committee of the Dalby Hospital
A contractor was prepared to do the job at a
certain price, but we were not allowed to
get the work done by contract, and had to
employ day labour. The day-labour estimate
was more than 50 per cent. above the con-
tract price on the same specification.

Hon. W. Forgany Saizii: Are you sure of
that? :

Mr.
specification

VOWLES: It was not on the same
the departmental specification’
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was drawn up afterwards—but it was sub-
stantially the same. I saw the specification,
and I ought to know.

Hon. W. Forean Smire: How would you
know whether the timbers were heavy
enough or not?

Mr. VOWLES: Surely I can know the size
of the timbers, the same as the hon. gentle-
man.

Hon. W. Forean SurrH: You wmight know
their size, but you might not know whether
the sizes were adequate.

Mr. VOWLES: I had at my elbow the
contractor who made the original specifica-
tion, and he made a comparison, and he
knew what he was talking about. The excuse
given by the Minister previously was that we
would not get the same quality of work
tder the contract system. Why should we
 nobwet the same quality of work when we
have he same inspector? I should say that,
when aprivate jndividual is doing the work,
the inspetor will be more careful, probably,
than whi the department is doing it under
fhe ;}ay-lxbour system. One of the planks of
the Louniyy party platform is that in connec-
tion with the expenditure of public money
the questin of contract versus day labour
should be put to the test.

.Hon. W Forgax SmitE: You have more
p.atks than that. What about the repay-
mett of the money paid under the “ Repudia-
tion” Act?

Mr., VOWLES: 1 am speaking in the
interesss of the public who have to find the
money from revenue and eventually to pay
the money taken from loan funds. All I
ask is that the Government should put it to
the test, and let the department carry on the
work the same as a private contractor would
de it.

There is another matter which I wish to
bring before the Minister in connection with
the accommodation for the Supreme Court
libravy. Plans for additional accommodation
were prepared in 1899, and I understand that
money was voted, but nothing has since been
done. I am informed that the library is now
at the lmit of expansicn, and, unless addi-
tional space is provided, valuable books will
have to be put on the floor. The High Court
judges have stated that our Supreme Court
iibrary is the most complete law library in
Australia.

At 11.20 a.m.,

Mr. Dunstax (Qympic), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. VOWLES: The value of the library
alone~—and remember not one penny for the
library has been found by the Government;
it is all contributed by the legal profession
of Queensland—is £25,000, and the number
of volumes amounts to 30,000 So you can
saz that some consideration should be given
to this question. The establishment of Indus-
trial Arbitration Courts and the legislation
that we have had in connection with land
matters and other matters make it urgent
that we should be able to record all judicial
decisions in the library, and be able to get at
those records conveniently. The library is not
only for the benefit of the legal profession,
but of other people, too. The whole of the
library has been provided by the legal pro-
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fession, without cost to the Government, and
the librarian points out that they even pay
for the “ Government Gazette.” The Go-
vernment are not eveu asked to provide
that. The Government provide lighting—
which is not used—and cleaning. The clean-
ing of the library is a portion of the cleaning
of the Supreme Court building, and does not
amount to much. I am informed that the
Attorney-General inspected the library and
agreed that more space was necessary.
may say that the library is constantly used
by the Urown Law Officers.

Mr. BrENNAN: And by the profession, too.

Mr. VOWLES: VYes. They have the
opportunity of getting a lot of useful law
reports from America gratis, but cannot
do so for lack of space. I think that in
an institution like that, which is one %o
be proud of and which has cost the Govern-
ment nothing, it is only right that the
Government should provide housing space for
the books. T might point out to the Attorney-
General that since the rearrangement of our
courts space previously occupied is now
available. Those offices might be required
when there is a congestion of work, but at
present they are available, and I think that
something might be done by the Government
to provide sufficlent space for housing the
bocks. The very fact that the Crown Law
Officers utilise the library shows that the
Government are getting as much benefit from
the library as the legal profession; and
rightly so, because the Crown Law Officers
all belong to the profession. I may say that,
if the legal profession did not make the
necessary provision for this bbrary, it would
be necessary for the Government to find a
building and a place for housing the books
for the use of the Crown Law Officers. All
records have to be housed somewhere, and
the (Giovernment are not called upon to do
it at present. I ask the Department of
Public Works and the Attorney-General to
give special consideration to this maftter,
because it is a matter of urgency. It is just
as much in the interests of the Crown as in
the interests of the legal profession that
sufficient space be provided.

The SECRETARY FCR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
I wish to reply to certain remarks made by
the hon. member for Murilla last evening,
when the hon. member certainly gave false
information to the Committee with reference
to the closing of schools in his electorate.
The hon. gentleman asked me a question on
11th July last about the schools that have
been closed in the Murilla electorate, and
I gave him a very full reply. T told him
that the . schools were closed owing to the
fact that the number of pupils attending
them fell below the regulation number. The
return which I gave in answer to the hon.
gentleman’s question was very clear. The
hon. gentleman gave further criticism to-day,
and stated that he did not criticise without
suggesting a remedy. I gave a very full
explanation in answer to the hon. gentle-
man’s question, but, as I do not know if
the Committee will get to my Estimates, and
1 may not have a chance of replying then,
I am going now to scotch the false state-
ments of the hon. gentleman. The schools
closed in the Murilla electorate during the
last financial year were closed owing to the.
average attendance being below nine
scholars, The hon. member for Port Curtis

Hon. J. Huzham.]
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knows that I do not always close a school
when the attendance falls below nine
scholars. The hon. member for Burnett
knows the same. When hon. members have
come to me and asked me to be lenient with
regard to schools in their electorates where
the attendance has fallen below the required
number, 1 have always given expression to
their wishes. Hon. members will see how the
remarks of the hon. member for Murilla
coincide with the reply I gave him on 1lth
July. He asked me how many schools were
closed in his electorate during the financial
year ended 30th June, 1922, owing to the
average attendance being below nine
scholars. The hon. gentleman in his remarks
yesterday said that one school was cloged
that had an attendance of eight or nine
scholars, but the hon. gentleman was not
quite correct when he said that. The aver-
age attendance ab schools in the Murilla
electorate, at the date of closing, was 3.6 in
one case, 7.2 in another, 6.1 in another, 7.0
in another, and 7.6 in another. If the hon.
member thought that we were wasting
public money in other directions I do not
suppose anyone would be more strongly
condemnatory than the hon. member him-
self. He takes exception because we close
schools in the country when the attendance
falls below a certain number, and raises the
question of opening a high school in South
Brisbane. I suppose that the cost to the
State of keeping open all the schools below
that number would be £12,000 in bare main-
tenance, and I do not suppose, on the other
hand, that the cost of maintaining a high
schoo!l at South Brisbane would be two-thirds
of that amount. Those schools were closed
under a regulation which was not framed
by myself but by previous Governments, and
rightly so, too, that no school should be kept
open with an attendance of less than twelve.
I have kept them open if the attendance
has been as low as nine, and I have done it
so that the country people should not be
inconvenienced move than is absolutely neces-
sary. In answer to question No. 2, I told
the hon. member that thirty-five schools of
all descriptions had been closed in Queens-
land during the year euded 30th June, 1922,
for similar reasons, but that during the
same period sixty-seven new schools had been
opened and thirty-three had been reopened.
I do not think that any hon. member, no
matter on what side he may sit, will say
that I have neglected country schools since
I have been in the department.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: I thirk the hon. member
should be, not generous, but just in recog-
nising that fact, and also that 1 gave him
full information in answer to his questions;
and under those circumstances he ought not
to bring the matter up again. In other
cases 1 have refused to keep schools open
because of the treatment sometimes meted
out to school teachers. In some places a
female teacher has been treated almost like
cattle, and has been expected to do her own
washing and also to asuist in the work of the
household in which she was lodging.

Hear, hear!

There is ancther matter to which I would
like to refer as indicating that hon, members
should be more careful about accusing a
department which is endeavouring to do its
best to cater for all the children in the
country. The hon. member for Murilla

[Hon. J. Huzham.
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made a certain coraplaint last night about
the Goondiwindi schocs, and the Minister
in charge of the Estimates of the Department
of Public Works told him that the work
would be done, and yet he continued to
haggle about the matter. If T were in the
position of the Minister, I would consider
that a poor return for the courtesy he always
shows to hon. members.

Mr. Morean: What did the Minister say?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: He said most emphatically
tb,batdthe work had been approved and would
2 done.

Mr. Morean: And I thanked him for it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: In a very belated fashion.
However, my colleague can deal with that
matter. I am replying to the hon. mem™f
for Murilla who has repeatedly accuser M€
of summarily closing down country sc®o!s.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I as_glad
to know that it is the intention of the
department to spend a certain anount Qf
money in the repair and painting of public
buildings throughout the State. Jn a pre-
vious occasion I referred to the condition of
public buildings in and around the metro-
politan area, particularly the Supreife
Court. The Treasury Buildings also reqiiye
repairs and painting, and I am hopeful that
the Government will proceed with the work
because, if such bpuildings are not looked
after properly, it will eventually cost a
tremendous lot to put them in decent order.
I hope that the Minister will go and have
a look at some of the material used in
public buildings—the Taringa school. for
instance—before he starts to paint them.
The Secretary for Public Instruction and I
visited that school.

[11.30 a.m.]

Hon. W. Forean Swmirs: That was done
under . the contract system—nuot by the
department.

Mr. MAXWELL: It was donc with

material exactly similar to what is being
used In the department now.

Hon. W. Foreawy SMITH:
what the trouble was?

Mr. MAXWELL: VYes. I resent very
much the hon. gentleman making a statement
like he has made. because he knows that
the men who did the painting of that school
did it according to the specification which
had been prepared by the department. His
statement is a libel upon the officers in the
department, because it means that they did
not look after the work or the men who were
doing the work. A tremendous amount of
money is involved, because, from the ceiling
right down to the bottom portion of the wall,
it has to be burnt off. We do not want
anything like that in the material that is
being used. I want the hon. gentleman to
refer to the class of material specified, so
that it will not be used again.

I did not draw

Do you know

Hon. W. ForeaN SMims:
up the specification.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not blaming the
Minister, but I am advising him from a
practical standpoint that he can save money
by not using that class of material. I am
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quite prepared to go through this building
with the Minister.

Hon. W, Forean Suyira: I am inclined to
agree with you as to the cause.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Scuth Brisbane said yesterday—

“ There is no comparison between ths
two systems, not only in regard to cost,
but in the durability and completeness
of the work.”

Last session, when speaking on the Hsti-
mates, I referred hon. members opposite to
the contract job done for the State Insur-
ance building. Will any man in this House
say that that is not a first-class job? That
was a contract job. Will any man say that
the Txecutive Building is not a splendid job?
That was a contract job. It is a libel upon
the officers of the department to say that
the; canvot see that the work is carried out
according to the specifications. I have yet
to lean that we can get any idea from the
departnent as to what a job done by day
a00ur 5 going to cost, unless we get it by
asking  (uestions in this House. On 22nd
- August .iast the leader of the Opposition
asked the foulowing question in connection
with the jainting of Parliament House :—

1. What was the number of superficial
«feet 00 palinting in the job of painting
exterit: woodwork and fence of Parlia-
ment House?

2. What was the estimated cost of
this York?
3. What was the time taken for com-
pletion of the work?
4, What was the actual cost—
{a) Wages;
{b) Material;
(¢} Total cost?”’

The reply was—
‘1. 88,614 superficial feet.
2. £1,836 16s.
3. Five months.

[T .

(m) £1,226 19s. 8d. ;
{b) £373;
{¢) £1,599 19s. 8d.
““This sum covers
amount of burning
filling, ete.”

cost of a

large
off, 5

preparation,

Hon., members opposite would lead you to
believe that, because the estimate submitted
by the department was £1,836 16s. and the
actual cost was approximately £1,600, there
had been a saviog of over £200. In my
opinion, the Government have paid too
dearly for the vpainting of this building,
There are 9,846 square yards, and they have
paid about 2s. 3d. per square yard for the
werk. I venture to say that there is not a
painting contractor in this city who would
nave got anywhere near that amount for
the work, I am taking thai as a general
average for two, three, and four coat work
and burning off. With their policy of day
iabour ine Government are strangling “the
men outside, and will not give them an
opportunity to earn sufficient to pay the
infernal taxation which they are heaping
upon them. If you get a dishénest contractor
—a man who 1s not “ dinkum”—you have
your remedy ; you can cut him out. There are
men whose names stand for honour, honesty,
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and integrity im the building trade. Any
officer of the department would be prepared
to admit that. There are instances in which
they would be quite prepared to say they
could hand the man the specification and
could go away kunowing full well that the
specification would be carried out in its
entirety; and, if it were necded, a little
extra work would be done to make the job
something worth having.

Mr. Brenwan: What about the job on the
fence outside?
MAXWELL: That is entirely a ques-
The Minister under-

Mr.
tion of the material.

member. The painting of this building was
just an ordinary job.
Mr. Ryan: It is well picked out in colours.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is an ordinary
painter’s job; there is nothing in it that
an ordinary tradesman could not do. There
15 a little gilding on the doors and a coat
of varnish—which any tradesman could do.
I object most strenuously to any member
opposite saying that our business men are
not just as competent to do a decent job as
are these employed under the day-labour
system. The Government are paying too
dearly for their whistle, and it means that
the public are paying too dearly. With two
coats, the department could have got this
job done for 1s. 4d. per square yard; with
three coats they could have got it dome for
ls. 8d.; with burning off, at the very outside,
it would have cost 2s. 10d. or 3s. I would
be prepared to do it myself at those rates.

Mr. Brennax: You are referring to kalso-
mining. (Laughter.)

Mr. MAXWELL: All the kalsomining and
whitewashing in the world would not make
the thon. member white. (Laughter.) The
Government have an opportunity of proving
to the people whether this day-labour system
is right or wrong. We have heard it said
that a former Secretary for Railways—Mr.
Paget—made certain stateiments in connection
with day labour. I remember that when I
was associated with the Brisbane City Council
I advocated that we should secure a black-
smith’s shop for ourselves, and not continue
to have cur smithing done ocutside.

Mr. WitsoN: That was done before the
hon. member came on to the council. We
were doing all our work by day labour.

Mr. MAXWELL: The statement I have
made is perfectly correct. There was some
trouble ahout it, and some of the aldermen
considered that the money should be shared
amongst the ratepayers. Then again, there
was the question of securing a quarry for
the council. The hon. member for Fortitude
Valley. will admit that I, with others, played
a very prominent part in that matter. The
department at the present time is not doing
the right thing. The people from whom
the Government expect to receive taxabion
are the very people they are strangling in
industry. What better proof can I have of
the desirability of again introducing the
contract system than the remarks made by
hon. members on the other side? We know
that hon. members opposite, when they
desire to have work done in their own homes,
have it done by contract. 1 do not blame
them. They know exactly what amount of
money they will have to pay. I object to
their inconsistency in advocating day labour

Mr. Moxwell.]
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for the Government and the adoption of the
contract system for themselves.

I desire to give an illustration of some work
being dome by the department in order to
prove that the day-labour system is costing
too much as compared with work performed
under the contract system. In the Townsville
and Innisfail districts a school and a Worker’s
dwelling were erected. I have the informa-
tion from a person who is able to speak with
authority ou the matter. The school, which
consists merely of four walls, is 31 fect by
22 feet, the schoolroom being 14 feet by 21 feet.
That room is painted ;nszde, and there are

two verandas 8 feet wide, which means that
the verandas measure 22 feeb by 8 fee‘c That
buﬂding cost £102 a square, or £782, and

the people have been told that, if they want
any further buildings like that erected, the
cost will he £820. 1In the same area, under
practically the same supervision, a worker’s
dwelling was erected. That cottage is 26 feet
by 42 feet, and it is divided into four rooms,
with a kitchen and two verandas. That
means that there are two cross partitions, one
partition down the centre, and one partition
on the back veranda formmg a room for
the kitchen. It has five points of water,
ceiled throughout and painted on the outside,
That building was erected at the rate of £58
a square or a cost of £636. In comparison
wvith the cost of construction of the school
building, we must conclude that there is some-
thing wrong. Both buildings are permanently
construcfod because they are under the
supervision of the men from the same depart-
ment., Those men see that the buildings
are erected in accordance with qpuciﬁoatiom
that are submitted. I am tired of hearing
hon. members opposite holding our business
men and contractors up to criticism. They
want people to believe that they possess all
the honesty on their side and that we are
representing trusts and combines and dis-
honest contractors and that we do not stand
for a decent and fair deal to the people of
thIS "ommumty

. Prase: Has it not been proved?
Mr. MAXWELL: No.
Mr. Prasz: You tried to bribe our mem-

bers, but you could not do it. Where did the
money come from?

Mr. MAXWELL: I hope that the people
who did attemps to do that will be properly
dealt with. Every year we are given an
opportunity to discuss this question contamed
in the vote. This department is a spending
department, and we should be assured that
the money 18 properly spent. If the Minister
or his officers desire any further information
in connection with the buildings I have quoted
I shall be only too pleased to supply it.
There is a number of buildings that require
to be repaired and painted. The late Home
Secretary, Mr. Huxham, always lent a sympa-
thetic ear and had the work carried out
when the money was available. These are
the homes inhabited by some of our teachers,
and I do not consider that they are fit and
proper homes. If it is good enough to give
curselves decent homes to live in, then surely
it is good enough to see that those people
are properly housed. In ome portion of my
electorate there is a school house, and in one
room the rafters can be seen. In a climate
like ours that is not a right thing. I propose
to discuss the matter later on with the Min-
ister, when I am satisfled I will get a
reasonable amount of consideration.

[Mr. Mazwell,
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Hoxn. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): T
desire to deal with the points raised by hon.
members opposite  The hon. member for
Enoggera argued that wooden buildings
should be a charge against revenue, and that
it was a wrong thing to construct public
buildings and State schools out of loan funds.

Mr. Kzrr: I said “ unproductive build-
ings.”
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.

member did not give any definition of that
term. I am personally of the opinion that
public schools are among our most productive
works

Mr. KERr: Not from the financial point of
view.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: There is no
balance-sheet produced showing a certain
amount of pounds, shillings, and pence, but
the benefit to the State and to the pegn®
of the State from the construction of sublic
schools and the education given in aem is
incalculable.

My, Kerr: That is not the guestion

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: Everyone
must realise that, if public buildings such as
State schools are to ba a charge m revenue
and on revenue. only, then there will be VCY‘*
few of them buils each year.

Mr. Kerr: That was done befo-

Hon, W. FORGAN SMITH: Iib(s never
been done, as was stated by the hdl.. member.
Ehe practice adopted by the department has

Leen in vogue for many ygah past, and it is
nerfectly sound. The hon. member for
fmog;‘em argued that the cost of such works
should be charged against revenue, but the
life of a properly constructed and properly
maintained wooden building is indefinite. I
know of wooden buildmgs which are forty
years old, which have u::en properly locked
after, and the timber to- day is much betber
than a good deal of the timber which is put
into new buildings. It is a question of good
construction in the first place and proper
maintenance in the second place, and then
the life of these buildings, at the very least,
i thirty years; and, as the people of the
future get a benefit from the buildings
erected now, it is only a fair thing that they
should be ecalled upon to pay a portion of
the cost. If it is to be laid down by this
Committee that wooden buildings such as
Btate schools, some of which cost 2000 or
£3,000 for construction—if u is to be laid
down that that work can only be done from
revenue funds then we must decide that only
a very! few works can be built. The whole
contention is unsound, and the hon, member
for hnoggera has not fully considered the
question, or he would not have put forward
the arguments that he did.

The point was raised by the hon. member
for Murilla that a better system should be

naugurated in connection with small jobs in
country districts. I know that work in
remote districts is pretty costly, due to the
fact that it is costly to get the material on
the job, and often men have to be sent from
some other place to do the work. I wish to
state that definite instructions have been
given to all the district fommcn that, so far
a3 possible, Jocal labour is to be emnbved
on all jobs under the Department of Public
Works. If there is a job in any centre and
the carpenter or =~ any other fradesman
required is available locally, then that local
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man must get the job. Of course we recog-
nige that certain tradesmen are very scarce.
Take plasterers, for example. We know that
there are not too many plasterers in certain
portions of the State, and, when there is a
plastering job to be done in a remote dis-
trict, often a man has to be sent from the
noarast large town to that district; but, when
there are suitable men available in any given
{ocality, then those men are given the work,
and those have been my instructions to the
district foremen in charge.

Another point raised by the hon. member
was in connection with small jobs, and he
said that work that could have been done for
about £5 very often cost a great deal more
through having to send men from a distance
to do that work. 1 gave instructions a long
time ago—I1 mentioned it on last year’s
Hstimates—that work required by school com-
ndttees should be reported upon. If it is
only a small matter, it is our practice to give
the school committee authority to get the
work done on the spot. That is a sound
principle, ‘and it is being carried out by the
department. I could, if I felt so disposed.
give quite a number of cases where local
committees have been authorised to do cer-
‘tain urgent and necessary repairs, which has
"eq'-.}lted in advantage to them and in a
seving to the department. Some hon. mem-
hers*argue that these local committees should
hava wmore authority than they have ab the
present time fo incur expenditure, but I
‘would point out there are 1,760 schools in
Queensland, and, if I were to give the com-
mittees of each of those schools authority to
spend; say, £50 each, the sum in the aggre-
gate would be very large, and the department
would be losing control over the expenditure.
Personally I think the system in vogue is
better and more economical.

It has further been suggested by the hon.
member for Murilla that local authorities
should be asked to take up this work and do
it for the department. I do not know that
much advantage would accrue from that. It
has been argued by various hon. members
that the Department of Public Works carries
on the work in a somewhat costly manner.
That is not correct, but there is no
guarantee that local authorities could do
the work any cheaper than it is being done
at the present time. I know in my own
department that all local authority loan
‘works are subject to the scrutiny and inspec-
tion of officers of the department, and during
the last five years there have been very few
cases indeed where local authorities have
been able to carry out the work under the
estimate. As a general rule, they, in common
with everyone else, have exceeded the esti-
mate, due in most cases to contingencies
cover which they have no control. That is
an indication that there is no guarantee if
looal authorities carried out the work for
the department that they would be able to
carry it out as well and at as low a cost as
the department is carrying 1t out at the
present time.

Much has been said by way of general
criticism with regard to the day-labour ques-
tion. We know that this is a hardy annual.
1t is debated every time these Estimates
come up for discussion. Where honest and
faithful service is given the day-labour policy
is the most satisfactory for Government work.
‘We know that that is so. The Government
employ men direct who have the fullest
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capacity to do the work, and they save to a
a very large extent what would be the con-
tractors’ profits. I know that contractors are
not in the business for the good of their
health. They naturally look for a margin
of profit on every job that they undertake.
We have access to men just as skilled in
construction as the men whom the contractors
have; we have the same men who can be
employed to do the work, and with proper
supervision on the one hand and faithful
service on the other, we invariably effect a
saving amounting to the margin of profit
which would ordinarily represent the con.
tractors’ profit. That was done in the case of
the Children’s Hospital. The saving effected
on the estimate there was £6,839 4s. It has
been argued that we prepare any old estimate
at all. When the estimate was given for the
Children’s Hospital the committee had the
price checked by private enterprise—by men
qualified to express an opinion on the value
of work—and it was found by the committee
that our price was a very fair one, having
regard to the cost of building construction
at the present time. Vet we effected g saving
of practically <£7,000 on that job, which
means that an amount of £7,000 1s available
for other work which is necessary at the
Children’s Hospital, Had that work been
done by a contractor, that amount would have
represented his profit. I am mnot suggesting
that the profit would be an unfair one. The
point 1 am making is this—that the profit is
saved to the Children’s Hospital on this
occasion, and an amount of £7,000 is avail-
able for further work that is required at that
institution. Had the work been done by a
contractor, it would not have becn possible
to do work that is necessary, and which is
now being commenced. hen, again, take
into consideration matters affect-
[11 a.m.] ing the same institution. We
know that those funds are sub-
sidised by my department, and it proposed
to call tenders for the furnishing of the
hospital. 1 pointed out that the department
was not prepared to subsidise funds unless
the departmental workshops were given an
opportunity to do the work. T was asked
if we were prepared to give the crmmmittee a
price, which could be compared with other
tenders. We submitted a price on the same
specifications as private epterprise, and our
price was £500 lower than the lowest tender.
That represented a saving of &£500 on the
furnitare of the institution.

Mr. Corser: Tenders were called.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH : Tenders were
called and put before the committee. Our
price was £500 less than the lowest tender.

Mr. Corser: You carried out the work
and made a loss on 1h.

Hon. W, FORGAN SMITH: We made a
profit of £53. If works are carried out for
less than the estimate, then the institution
gets the benefit of what is saved. If the
cost exceeds the estimate, they are called
upon for the amount of the excess.

I deprecate the statements made from time
to time charging the workers of this State
with going slow. It is very easy for men
following professional occupations to criticise
those who are following manual occupations.

GoVERNMENT MEeEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: I saw an
instance of that some years ago at Mayne

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Junction, where there was a lot of heavy soil
being handled by navvies. It was a very
hot day in December. I was in a first class
compartment, which was full of business men
coming into town—men who had never fol-
owed a manual occupation in their lives.

The train was hung up there for ten
minutes, and the occupants of the com-
partment spent the time in criticising

the rate at which the navvies worked.

jooked at the men who were criticising, and
recognised that ten minutes of that navvy
work would probably have settled any of
them. It is quite easy to argue in & com-
forsable carriage that a man doing heavy
work is going slow; but we must recoguise
that these men work eight hours a day, and
consequently have to work at a rate which
they can maintain for eight hours 2 day
every day in the week. It is possible that
a man raight for five minutes do a little
more work, but he would not be able to keep
up the pace. In other words, a sprinfer can
yun 100 yards much quicker than a long-
distance runner goes, but he would not be
sble to maintain the same pace for a mile
az he can sprint 100 yards. That com-
parison is sound, and I deprecate charges
being made by professional men against
manual workers of going slow. Let me say
that I have no time for the advocate of the
“go slow” policy. I récognise that anyone
who deliberately limits production or loafs
on any job is doing something not only
contrary to his own interests but something
damaging to the State as a_whole. (Hear,
hear !) The system of curtailing production
is just as bad as giving short weight or
adulterating goods exposed for sale. But I
believe that workers are entitled to fair and
decent conditions. I claim that they are
entitled to the best conditions that can be
given either by the Government or by private
employers; but, having been pranted those
conditions, there is a moral obligation on the
part of every workman, no matter what occu-
pation he may be following, to give his
hest service in return. (Hear, hear!) That
is the view I take; and ne industry and no
country can be built up on any other system.
We know that present conditions are due to
certain causes. We know that there are
certain individuals in the community who
are desirous of getting on. They are desir-
ous of making money, and consequently are
not too scrupulous sometimes in the methods
by which they obtain funds. The idea has
been to geb as much as possible for as little
service as possible. That is the basis of the
present system of society—to get as much as
possible in return for as little service as
possible.  That breeds profitecring, food
adulteration, and short weight on the cne
hand, and sometimes the “ go slow” policy on
the other. Rconomically they are both bad,
and morally they are both wrong. We should
endeavour to have a .system under which
work can be carried out under just and
fair conditions and at a minimum of cost.
Speaking generally, in my department we
get that fair service; but, in common with
other classes of employers, we find there are
some individuals who occasionally seek to
imposo on the department. When those indi-
viduals are found out, they are dealt with.
Of course, some things may go on in remote
places that we are not cognisant of for the
time being, but we insist on faithful service
to the department; and, speaking generally,
we get it. We are fortunate in having a
staff of experts who are second to none in

[Hon. W, Forgan Smith.
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Queensland. The experts of the construc-
tion branch in my department will compare
with those of any department in Australia.
They carry on the work efficiently and effec-
tively, and so it is right through the depart-
ment. We have men in the department at
various occupations-—carpenters, painters,
plumbers, builders’ labourers, and all the
other occupations in connection with coun-
struction work. We have as fine a lot of
men as can be got together in any part of
the world. We have a certain percentage
of failures—and every indusirial organisa-
tion carried out on a large scale must expect
to have those exceptions—but when we get
into touch with the matter the necessary
action is taken, and we do not allow it to
be repeated.

Reference has been made during the debate
to the amount of funds which are provided
under this vote. The hon member for Albert
sald that the amount was not nearly encugh
to cover the cost of buildings which were
required, and he made particular reference
to the school at Canungra. I find from the
report of the Department of Public Instruc-
tion that there are 86 pupils at that
school, and that the average .attendance
is 81.8 per cent. The existing building has
accommodation for ninety-six pupils, and,
while the work may be desirable, it is not
pressing in view of more urgent cases. With
this information from the Department of
Public Instruction, it is hardly to be expected
that I would authorise work of that kind
to be started. The building is an old one,
and not as up to date in design as the
buildings we are putting up now. We know
that in the past all forms of building con-
struction in Queensland left much to be
desired. A class of building was put up
which was more suitable for a cold climate
than our climate, but of late years we have
been putting up a class of school with up-to-
date lighting and ventilation, and in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Queensland
climate, While it is desirable at some future
time to make alterations to the school at
Canungra, in view of the report of the
Department of Pablic Iunstruction, I would
not be justified in doing that work when
there is more urgent work to be done in
other places.

Let me refer to the Goondiwindi school,
which was mentioned by the hon. member
for Murilla. I have approved of fencing and
other work amounting to £1,793 being done
there. That work is desirable, and has been
deferred for some time. We are preparing
working plans and specifications, and the
:iwork will be gone on with at a very early

ate.

I will now deal with the general question
of the cost of work. We know that the cost
in connection with buildings has gone up
enormously since 1814, due to causes over
which we have no present control. I have a
list here which is very interesting and gives
valuable information when considering the
question of value for money expended. It
has been argued by hon. members opposite,
inferentially and otherwise, that costs have
gone up owing to what they consider to be
excessive labour costs, The increases that
have taken place in wages are not nearly so
great as the increases that have taken place
in the cost of material. The increases that
have been given by various awards in con-
nection with the building industry are quite
justified in every detail. That is my view of
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I would like to get

|

These proportionate increases are due to circumstances over which the department has no

control.

consideration when comparing the costs of the present year or last year as against 1914.
know, of course, that costs are coming down. Building material has fallen a little durin

The increases in the cost of material and in labour costs have to be taken into

i
the

last six months, and the price of iron and various other things has also fallen, thus enabling
building operations to be conducted that formerly were much too costly to be considered. We

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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recognise in the report of the department
the saving that has been effected in various
votes. That saving has been effected very
largely by the improved efficiency of the
department in the first place, and, secondly,
by the fall that has taken place in the cost
of material. Certain works are reported to
be necessary. If I could get the money voted
by Parliament, I could spend with advantage
a great deal more than is provided in this
vote, but it i1s my duby to keep within the
vote. Consequently, when members come
forward with propositions, either for repairs
or additions or new schools, they must realise
that, if those propositions are turned down,
it is due solely to the fact that funds are
not available for that purpose. I get lists
from time to time from the Department of
Public Instruction recommending certain
work. The hon. member for Albert last
night said that a large amount of work had
been approved which had never been carried

out. He was not accurate in making that
statement, because every work that i3
approved is gone on with.

Mr. Moore: When?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: Straight
away.

Mr. Moore: Nonsense.

* HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH : The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction supply their list
to me, and I have charge of the vote. I
must sse to it that 1 do not exceed the vote,
and I have no intention, if it is at all pos-
sible, of exceeding any of my votes. When
I get those lists I must have due regard to
the funds available for that class of work.
1 take the most urgent works first. If one
work is more urgent than anothe_r, then the
more urgent work is gone on with.

Some hon. members asked last night: What
about the districts where there are no
schools at all? We might have, for example,
two propositions: We have a proposition in
a new district where there is ro school, and
where there are twenty children waiting for
a school to be erected so that they can get
the necessary education. In the adjoining
electorate there may be a proposition $o _add
to a school, The cost of both propositions
may be the same. The addition may be
desirable end necessary work, but I cer-
tainly say that where no school is in exist-
ence, that is the more necessary work of the
two.  {Hear, hear!) That is the plan I
adopt in deciding what works shall be gone
on with. I recognise that, so far as 90 per
cent. of the populaticn in Queensland are
concerned, the only education they ever get
is at the primary schools; consequently, T say
that every effort should be made to make
the facilities for primary education as good
as possible and as up-to-date as possible,
The children in the outback districts have
always got my sympathy and support in con-
nection with propositions of ‘this kind. You
will find, in connection with the expenditure
last year, that all the experditure on school
buildings was practically confined to build-
ings that were urgently necessary in country
districts. Tt was all practically spent on
primary schools. Technical education is also
a necessary thing, and no country can
improve if it neglects secondary and tech-
nical education, but primary education, in
my opinion, is ‘more important. I think
sometimes that we may be inclined to overdo
what is referred to as technical education.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

I find many people are applying for positions
in offices as stenographers and typists. If
vou advertise for anyone to fll a position of
that kind, you will have a multitude of
applicants for it, and I sometimes think that
our secondary schools are turning out too
many of those who desire to follow that class
of occupation. I am one of those who believe
that we should teach people to do useful
things. It is far better for a girl, for
example, to be able to make a shirt than
that she should be able to take down her
husband’s remarks in shorthand. (Laughter.)
I think that a shirt is much more important
than shorthand. (Laughter.) Everything is
done that can be done when funds are avail-
able for that purpose. Funds were limited
last year and the year before, due to causes
over which the department had no control,
and over which the Government had no con-
trol. We know that hon. members opposite,
or at least their supporters outside, were
responsible for the curtailment of publ:
expenditure that was so necessary in .3
State. We know that they were respor.ible
for sending a delegation to Londen which
limited the loan funds being made available
for this Government.

Mr. Kine: Good old delegation !
building on a rotten foundation.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH : Those people
were responsible for the curtailment in
expenditure in this direction. It is well
known to me that the party opposite have a
policy which they have placed before the
public, and that they also have a policy
which they decided on at agsecret junta.
(Opposition laughter.)) Does the leader of
the Opposition deny that his party executive
have come to certain decisions? Can the
hon. member for Townsville deny that his
party received funds from the South for
certain purposes; and can he deny that some
members of his party have stated that mem-
bers who were to contest Northern electorates
at the next election would be pledged to
repay the money which the sguatters have
paid’ under what they call the “ Repudiation
Act”?

Mr. Moore: What did the Labour Con-
ference carry last October?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member knows all about that. I have here—

You are

¢ QUEENSLAND COUNTRY PARTY.

‘“ Minutes of Executive Council held
at Union Bank Chambers on Friday, 23rd
June, 1922, at 11 a.m.”’—

Mr. WARREN: Another stolen document.

Mr. Maxwrrl: How much did you give for
that ?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH :

‘“ Present.

“ South~—

Mz. J. P. Peterson,

Mr. J. A. Austin,

Mr. J. W. Newbery,

Mr. W. G. Batchler,

Mr. E. G. Parnell,
““ North—

Mzr. C. V. Hives,

Mr. E. C. Garbutt,

Mzr. R. H. Bdkins,

Mr. W. H. Green, M.L.A.
“Central—

Mr. A. L. Macdonald,

Mzr. J. Gay.
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“Mr. W. Mallet, the remaining dele-
gate for the South, sent an apology for
his unavoidable absence. Mr. W. ¥, R,
Bosce (organising secretary) and Mr. W.
A. TFielding (organiser) were in attend-
ance.

“ Minutes.

“ The minutes of the previous mecting
were read. Moved by Mri. Hives and
seconded by Mr. Austin—That the
minutes of the Exccutive Council meeting
of 20th January, 1922, as read, be con-
firmed.—Carried.

Finance Committce.

““The Chairman reported that the sub-
committee appointed at last meeting had
met, but, in view of the present unsatis-
factory position of parties. nothing had
been donc towards getting any funds
together.

“Mr. Austin asked what about the
funds received in the South, to some part
of which the Primary Producers’ Organi-
sation was entitled.

** Mr. Edkins said they were trying to
oet the policy adopted of having these
funds contributed through the proper
channels in Queensland.

“ Mr. Garbutt said somo contributions
have an attached condition that they are
not be be given to the Country party
unless some unity is cbserved.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I would
ask the hon. gentleman how he connects this
with the vote?

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: I am con-
necting it. Hon. members opposite are
complaining of the curtailment by this
Government of expenditure on public build-
ings. I am able to show that there are any
amount of building propositions with which
we could have gone on with last vear had the
funds been available, and I am pointing out
that the activities of hon. members opposite
have been responsible for this curtailment.
‘We find them roceiving subscriptions from
the South which are to be used for no other
purpose than to secure the defeat of this
Government, Hon. members opposite have
accused us of lavish expenditure on other
occasions. They have said that our expendi-
ture of public funds was not carried out on
sound lines.

Opposiriox MEMBERS : Quite right.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITII: They have
said that we spent money foolishly and
extravagantly and In a way for which we
got no return.

Mr. Moore: Quite right.

Hor. W. FORGAN SMITH: We are
justified in asking what class of expenditure
they would go in for if they had the oppor-

tunity. I find also in thesd minutes the
following : —

“Mr. Garbutt said he had been

entrusted by the Northern Divisional

Council with resolutions—

1. To recommend the inclusion of a
pledge for repeal of the Caucus repudia-
tory legislation which had so disas-
trously affected the credit of this State.

2. To enter a solemn protest against
the recent political interference with
the judiciary.

3. To condemn the hasty abolition
of the Legislative Council in direct

1922—4 ¢
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opposition to the expressed will of the

people and to reaffirm adherence to the

principle of the bi-cameral system with
an elective second Chamber.
4. To recall all privileges granted as

a reward for repudiation.

“Mr. HEdkins thought that although
all this was intended to be donc. it was
nevertheless bad tactics to put it in the
front window. He suggested a redrafted
resolution to cover the whole matter.

¢ Mr. Parnell said many pecople wanted
to know exactly what we propesed to do
wnen we attained power. It would pay
best to be honest and tell them straight
out.

“The Chairman asked how far it was
proposed that we go in the matter of
repeal? Were moneys got in under the
increased rents to be refunded? It was a
tall order.

“Mr. Garbutt said every Northern
candidate would be pledged to a refund
of all money taken from landowners by
this repudiatory legislation.

* Mr. Macdonald agreed that the pub-
lic should be told just what the Country
party proposed to do.

“ Mr. Gay said the refund ought cer-
tainly to be made, but he doubted the
wisdom of making it a front plank of the
policy. It would not appeal to the small
man.”’

Mr. Edking's idea was supported, and this
resolution was agreed to—

“That this Council is determined to
repeal the repudiatory legislation intro-
duced by the present Caucus Government,
and wnich has been so detrimental to the
interests of both landholders and their
employees, and to the general financial
position of the State, affecting all sce-
tions of the community.”

OprosiTioN MEMBERS : Ilear, hear !
Mr. MaxwsLL: Quite true.

Hox, W. FORGAN SMITH: Hon. mem-
bers opposite say that those are words of
wisdom.

OpPOSITION MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: Bear in
mind that Mr. Edkins said that it would be
“bad tactics to put it in the front window.”
I am justified in saying that the party oppo-
sit> have one policy which they place before
the people, and that they have another
policy which is decided by a junta and kept
secret.

Mr. Moorr: People in glass houses should
not throw stoncs.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: Somcthing
like half a million pounds has been paid in
rent under what they call the ¢ Repudiation
Act,” and Mr. Garbutt said that all the
Northern candidates were to be pledged to
refund all that money.

M. FrercuER: That is impossible.
vernment laughter.)

Hox. W, FORGAN SMITH: But they
say it is not wise to have it in the  front
window.” Consequently. I think it is correct
to say that they have a secret poliey. If
they are going to return that money, where
are they going to get it from?

Mr. Frercuer: We are not going to refund
it.

(Go-

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Hone W. FORGAN SMITH: The
Country party would be pledged to give
half a million pounds to supporters of the
Opposition and take it off public buildings.
It was quite in accordance sith their policy
of double dealing that this Council of the
Country party would discuss the question
of publicity; and, knowing of their duplicity,
w2 are not surprised to read the following : —

¢ Discussion ensued as to the measure
and method of giving publicity to the
decisions of this Council meeting.

“ Mr Kdkins suggested that as we wers
now prepared to mals sensible and amic-
able arrangements in Federal matters it
would be wise to withhold our full hand
until we had used it as a lever with the
Nationalists on State matters.

¢ Mr. Garbutt and Mr. Newbery—That
the matter of giving publicity to the
resolutions of thiz meeting be left to the
discretion of the sub-committec already
appointed.”

They were prepared to let gome of it cut in
dribs and drabs or, in other words, to main-
tain the policy laid down so carefully by
Mr. Edkins that it is not advisable to place
these things in the front window——

Mr. Kaxe: Something like the communistic
policy.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : Because the
small man would not favour thein. Yet here
we have a definite declaration by no less a
person than Mr. Garbutt at a mecting of the
xecutive Council of the Country party that
they intend to pay back half a miilion of
money to the squatters of Quecensland if they
obtain office.

Mr, Kineg: Who says we are pledged to
make a refund?

Mr. FLercHER: That is quite wrong.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : If they are
going to spend that money in that way, there
can be no expenditure on public buildings
and other necessary works of that kind.

Mr. Kine: Where does it say that?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : That is quite
evident. I am justified in sayving that they
have one policy, which they devise as tact
fully as possible and put before the country
at clection times; but, sitting in what they
call a secrct caucus, they come to certain
other decisions. They pledge men to refund
certain moneys, which have been properly
raised by this Government

Mr. J. Joxms: Not properly raised.

fon, W. FORGAN SMITH: Dy cutting
out such expenditure as is required on public
buildings. Some of the revenus spent under
this vote comes from that legislation which
hon. members call repudiatory
[12.30 p.m.] legislation: consequently, if that
money is handed back. it means
that it will not be available for purposes such
as public buildings.
Mr. Frercnor: That is quite wrong.

Hen. W. FORGAN SMITH: No doubt
hon. members opposite would give these
people who support them politically and
financially an extension of lcases under very
advantageous terms. One can easily under-
stand how parties opposite raise their large
funds. There is some other interesting matter
in this report.

Mr. Moorg:- Ask the Committee to allow
you to put the lot in ¢ Hansard.”

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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Hon. W. FORGAN SMITII: That would
be a good idea. There is an interesling
portion in connection with the Queensland
Political Institute.

Mr. KLPHINSTONE :
with the vote?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order’
I ask the Minister to counect his remark
with the vote.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITI: I am show-
ing that certain revenucs arc raisad by this
Government from certain sources. Those
revenues are expended on various public
purposes, and a portion of those revenues is
devoted to the Department of Public Works.

Mr. BELpHINSTONE: Loan moneys.

11ox. W. FORGAN SMITH : We are deal-
ing with revenue. A certain portion is allo-
cated to this departiment to carry on nocessary
ropairs and additions to schools and other
buildings.

Mr. EreamnstoNe: Very weak.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: If the pre-
posals ~of the organisation behind hon.
members opposite were  adopted, that
revenue would not be available.

Mr. FLpuINsTONE: Verv plausible.

ox. W. FORGAN SMIiTH: If half a
million pounds were given back to a few
squatters, it would not be available for the
gencral purposes of the Government.

Mr. Kixe: Where did you get that from?

Hov. W. FORGAN SMITH: This para-
graph respecting the Queensland Political
Institute, to which I was referring, reads—

«“The chairman said these men were
conpected with the National Democratic
Council as a Speakers’ and Debating
Society, and they broke away over the
treatment given Mr. Elphinstone by the
Nationalists. They were now entirely
independent of the National Democratic
Council.”

Mr. Erpuisstone: It would save time if
von had the whole of it put into ¢ Hansard.”

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH : It goes on—
« My. Garbutt said they had in New
Zealand a Welfare League, and dealt in
economjcs and history, and wrote articles
of great value, but these people were
apparently purely political and might
turn their strength against us at any
time.

« Mr. Edkins said a deputation from
the institute had called on him, and he
thought they were not so much a political
force as a debating and speaking force,
and he thought they might be useful.

“ Mr. Gay said very often in distant
electorates they had difficulty in getting'
speakers, and a body of men like this
would be of great help to us and was
worth encouraging.

«Mr. Austin said he was totally
opposed to having anything to do with
this institute, although he agreed with
Mr. Gay that we wanted more good
speakers. Of these we had plenty in
the country if they were given a chance.

“ Mr. Green said a similar letter was
sent to the Parliamentary Country party,
but was not looked on with great favour,
but as they did not like to turn them
down flat, a friendly letter had been
written suggesting that they would

What has this to de



Supply.

accept their help as speakers, and would
be glad to address their meetings occa-
sionally on political matters.

“ Mr. Batcheler said it was only a little
more propag awda o undelmme this
organisati t believe in pro-
fessional speakers at elecuon time, and
would suggest we reply that we cannot
consider their proposal.

“Mr. Newberv said ecity
would not get very far on
matters.

“Mr. Green and Mr. Hives—That a
courteous reply be sent wishing them
well, and that we will be glad to give
them all information and assistance in
regard to our Country party policy and
outlook.—Carried.”

Mr. MORGAN : What is wrong with that?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITII: This Execu-
tive Council meeting of the Queensland
Country party then “discussed the Federal
clections, and a motion, lauding the

speakers
country

Nationalist Prime Minister of Australia
and his Government, was moved—
“ Mr. Batcheier opposed the motion on

the ground that the proper industrial
bodies had already passed resolutions
appreciating the benefits conferred. Tt
was not a matter of this political body
unless it were intended to signify that
we mdrendeud our Country party policy
dnd proposed to support Mr. Hughes.

“Mr. Austin sail he totally and abso-
Iuto]_y disagreed with the motion. Mr.
Hughes had covered us with abuse in
his  recent tour of Queensland. 'To
embrace Mr. Hughes would be to destroy
the Country party edifice they had built
up.

“ Mr. Hives and Mr. Gay agreed with
the idea of thanking Mr. Hughes for
what he had done. "There was no pro-
mise involved of supporting him in the
future.

“ Mr. Newbery said Mr. Hughes had
used everr abusive epithet in his vocabu-
lary in his tirade against the Country
party while in Qucensiand, and he was
not going to agree to lick his boots.
The motion was finally amended to
include the‘ Federal Country party, and
was carried.”

A resolution was carried. showing the definite
connection between the moncyed interests
and the parties sitting opposite. Under the
heading. ‘* No Opposluoa to Sitting Mem-
bers,” Yhe report states—

“ Mr. Garbutt said he proposed to
move—* That to give practical effect to
the thanks just recorded, this Couneil
decide not to oppose any Nationalist
sitting member, cither Representative
or Senate.” Dr. Earle Page had made
a very bad impression in the North, and
they concluded that he was dctually
hostile to the sugar industry. . .
He would, of course, follow this resolu-
tion with a corollary one, that our
Country party sitting membels must not
be opposed.

“Mr. Edkins said he strongly sup-
ported the motion. It was a celtamtv
that there must be some arrangement
with the Nationalists if we were ever
to get control in Queensland. The
Nattonalists long ago were prepared to
give the Country party the leadership
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and two-thirds of the Cabinet. If this
had been accepted we would have been
in power to-day. We can do it now and
get our own Country party policy into
force in Queen&hhd We courd get this
in no other way.

Further on the report continues as follows : —
“ Mr.

Batcheler said either they were
a Country party or they were not a
Country party. If they were, these

people cxpected them to run candidates
like any other party. If they were not,
then 1t was time people understood that
they were only Nationalists after all.”

I am
suggestion of the
and ask that the

The whole report is very interesting.
prepared to adopt the
leader of the Opposition,
whole document be put into ¢ Hansard.”
Does the hon. gentleman desire the whole
document to go into * Hansard”’?

Mr. Vowrrg: No.

Mr. Morean: Who stole the document?

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: While the
party opposite condemin ithe Government
for extravagance on the one hand, on the
other hand they blame us for not spending
sufficient money for certain purposes, With
the resources which have been available,
we have been able to do very good thmgw
for the public purposes of this State; we
have besn able to build a large number of
schools, and put others in necessary repair.
It will be a bad thing for this State if hon.
members opposite are “allowed to adopt their
policy and give advantages to the friends
who supoprt them outside. One or two other
matters were raised by hon. members oppo-
site, but I will deal with them later.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombuly: Up to a certain
pomt we listened with interest to the spoedl
of the Minister, but I think it is to be
regretted that the time of this (ommittee has
been wasted by his rcferences to the time-
worn subject of the delegation, and his intro-
duction of some report which he has got hold
of dealing with a secret junta for raising
money for a particular purpose, We have
only a certain number of days for dealing
with the Estimates. We have already wasted
a good deal of time and will not b» able to
get on to some of the Estimates whichk we are
anxious to debate.

Mr. Corruins: Why
then ?

Mr. PETRIE: It was very much out of
place and quite unprecedented for the
Mintster to introduce matters of that nature.
[ belong to the Nationalist party, and I am
not ashamed of anything we have done.

1 notice that in the item “ Geneval Repairs,
Painting, Improvements, and Incidentals”
there is an increase of £3,000. A great
amount of money has been spent in connec-
tion with Government buildings throughout
the State. I have tot been able to obtain a
schedule showing the cost. but. when you
consider the number, it must be an enormous
amount. £30,000 is a very small amount for
general repairs. A lot of Government build-
ings are in a very bad state of vepair and
need attention, They have been neglected for
some vears. The Minister Lll()W\ that the
Jonger you 101\0 buildings—cspeeinlly w ooden
buildi ngn»\nthout painting or repairs, the
greater is the cost when they are being put
in-order.

I am not going into the question of day
labour versus contract. I think every member

My, Petrie.]

don’t you sit down

-
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knows my opinions on that subjeet. I have
already stated that there is somcthing fo be
said for and against the day-labour 'md con-
tract system. Hon. members oppesite are
alwsys eager to bring up what an ex-2linister
did and said in connection with day labour
in tho construction of certain ratlways. At
that time there was a Liberal Government in
power and industrial conditions were not as
they are now. The Chief Enginecr for Rail-
ways was given a free hand to cmploy the

LCSU men he could get and give the best
5, and no doubt the work was done
actorily

The Minister led me to believe that certain
hon. members on this side had insinuated
cevtain things against officers of his depart-
ment. T want to make the matter clear.
U am aware that in the Department of Publice
‘Works we have the most competent officers
from the Under Sceretary down, and I
belicve that they carry out their work very

setisfactorily.  They have under them the
best tradesmen available to-day. I have
never been a believer in low wages. It is a

good ‘rhimr to nav good wages if a man gives
a fair day’s work for a faiv day’s pay. My
experience has been that the befter vou
handle men, the Dbetter they will treat vou.
The Minister has made certain innovations
in his department, which 1 believe will be
of some bencfit, and, perhaps, now are dis-
closing benefits in that direction. We have
heard a lot eaid about the day-labour system.
Weo are not against that svstem so much, busg
we maintain that we have decent honest con-
tractors in Brisbane who will give decent
work. They have to pay heavy taxation.
The (fovernment have prevented them from
obtainine any Government wark because of
the infroduction of the day-labour system.
The Liberal Government, when they were in
power, were responsible for starting the day-
labour system in a small way. This Govern-
ment have placed the whole of the work
under that system. The contractors contri-
bute very largo]x towards the rov enue of the
State, ann they really should be given some
chance of occasionally obtaining some work
from the Government. Mr. Arthur Midson,
who is now constructing the foundations for
the new Town Hall, is one of the ablest, most
respecta llﬁ and most competent cottractors
that we have in Queensland. I understand
that his contract was something like £30,000
selow the architect's estimate.

At 12.45 p.ny..
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.
Hon. W. Foreax Swiri: The contractor

will get the advantage of falling costs on
that job.

Mr. PETRIE: The department make their
estimates all right; I am not questioning
that. When tho Gov ernment carry out their
work and they have one item which has con-
stderably increased in price, without in any
way interfering with the work they decide to
eliminate that item from the work. A con-
tractor cannot do that. Take the case of the
new State Insurance PRuilding. The con-
tractor was almost ruined on that job. The
Government can cut out certain increases in
expenditure and thus bring the cost of the
work within the estimate.

Hon. W. Foraan SyiTH: If, after the esti-
mate was made, the Government found that
they could eliminate any increased expendi-
tinre they would be foolish if they did not
do so.

[Mr. Petrie.
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My, PETRIE: Yes;
not allowed to do that. He has to keep to
the plans and specifications.  All  details
should be furnished with ¢very plan when
tenders are called.

Hov. W. Foreax Suirir: There is always
a certain amount of Ql‘l\t city in connection

but a contractor is

with every tender.
Mr. PETRIE: The Government had a
better chance of dealing with that matter

than an ordinary contractor.

Hon. W. ForeaN SMITH: An inspector of
would be vers foolish if he tcok up a
urrxd attitude on cverything. There must
be a certain amount of elasticity in all
matters of that nature.

Mr. PETRIE: The cost of the construction
of the new Trades Hall exceeded the estimate
by about 100 per cent.

My, WiLsox: Because the building was
held up by the hon. member for Toowong
and other hon. members.

Mr. MaxwerL: Hear, hear! I am proud
of it
Mr. PETRIE: With all dus deference to

the hon. member for Fortitude Valley, 1 do
not think that was the real cause of the
increased cost of that building. The trade
unions arc all right; but, unfortunately, there
are men who 3dopt the ‘go slow” pohcx
Those men have been getting into the unions
and have been trying to upset everything.
Even the Cmmnment have had to contend
with men of that kind.

Hon. W. Forean SMiTi: Speaking gener-
ally, we get as good scrvice from our men as
is obtained from men cutside.

Mr. PETRIE: The hon.
good men In his department. He is wise in
not having men who adopt the ¢ go slow
policy. If he finds that thn men are not
doing their work. he gets rid of them—that s,
if the unions will allow him. 1 have no doubt
that he does the best under all the circum-
stances, I would not like to think that the
Minister or his officers were dominated by
an outside junta. An effort has been made
to dominate them. Perhaps some work under
the day-labour system can be performed
better than under the contract system. The
hon. member for Herbert made some inter-
jection with reference to the Metropolitan
Water and Sewerage Board. We know that
the contractors who did that work went
“bung,” if T may be allowed to use that
expression. We also know that a lot of
work was done by ths Metropolitan Water
Supply and Scwerage Board under the day-
labour system, and that the board afterwards
had to abandon that system. There are
certain works that can probably be better
done by day labour than by contract. The
hon. member for Murilla was quite right
in buncrlng up the question of the construc-
tion of schools in remote districts, and T was
pleased that the Minister gave a very favour-
able reply to the suggestions the bhon.
member made. There can be no doubt that
it is wrong in principle to send men from
large centres long distances, pay their railway
faros, and board and lodging, when local
men can be obtained to do the work. I
know that sometimes you cannot get the
tradesmen that you want. I am not going
to cast any reflection on our workmen. We
have in Queensland to-day as good tradesmen
in all trades as you can get anywhere, but I

gentleman has
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know in my line of business there is a Jdiffi-
culty in always getting the class of tradesman
that we require.

Hon, W. ForeaN SyirH: The boys are not
given the training that they previously had.

Mr. PETRIE: A little more encouragement
has been given lately. I.am glad to say that
in my line of business things have altered
lately. We now have two small boys.

Hon. W. Foreax Swiri: The training of
sufficient apprentices for the various trades
is a very serious problem.

Mr. PETRIE: I know it is. I agree with
what the Minister said regarding too many
of the pupils at the technical colleges going
in for typing and that kind of thing. I would
iike to know how many apprentices arc being
trained in the Department of Public Works.

Hon. W. ToreaN Suitir: We have appren-
tices in all branches,

Mr. PETRIE: If we continue in the way
we kave been going on in the last few years,
the time will come when we shall have no
tradesmen at all, and we shall have to import
them from other countries, _

Hon. W. ForeaN Surrx: We have about
twenty apprentices at the present time in the
department,

Mr. PETRIE: I am very glad to hear
that. When I was in the building trade we
hed apprentices in almost every branch, and

I am glad to say that those apprentices have -

turned out first-class tradesmen. One box
that we brought up as a bricklayer went home
with his father and got a job as a journey-
rman, but he was not threc months there
before he was put in charge of a branch office
in London. H: is doing well and writes me
occasionally, That proves that we can turn
out just as good tradesmen here as they can
in other parts of the world.

As there are so many public buildings
that are in a neglected state, it is o pity
that there iz not some sori of a sinking fund
that the Government could fall back on.
Very often these building: are left to the
very last moment.

Hon. W. ForGax SuItH: Victoria, a fow
years ago, had to float a special loan to
make up their arrears of work.

Mr. PETRIE: That was regrettable. Take
the prisent Treasury Buildings. I am not
blaming this Government, but it would have
been_ far better if the Treasury Buildings
could have been completed before some of the
other buildings, such as the Exoccutive Build-
ings and the State Insurance Office Buildings,
were erected.

Hon. W. Foreax Swirm:
under consideration now.

Mr. PETRIE: I am glad to know that the
Government are now paying very little in
the way of rent, and I hope the fime is not
far distant when the Treasury Buildings will
be completed. Tt i« not doing them any good
to allow them to remain in their present
uncompleted state.

The Minister referred to the d-legation
and other things, and I would like to say
that there are certain State enterprises that
we could well have done without, and the
money wasted on those enterprises could far
better have been handed over to the Scere-
tary for Public Works so that he might
carry out additions to schools that are so
much necded and other work necessary for
the carrying on of the business of the State.

We have that
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I do not wish to say anything further with
regard to day labour, because I know it is
the policy of the Government. I do not blame
them for having adopted that policy, but I
do think they should give those people who
pay large sums in taxaticn an opportunity
at times to tender for Government work.
The hon. member for Burnett referred to
this matter and said that, if a trial were
given, an office cstimate could be made up
and put into the tender hox at the same thm
as other tenders, and all tenders could be
opened in the presence of responsible officers,
and if the departmental estimate was below
the contractors’ prices, then there would be
nothing more to say. That was done in
connection with the foundations of the
present State Insurance Office Buildings.
The hon. member for Bulimba was Sz2cretary
for Public Works at the time, and a deputa-
tion waited on him and he agreed to adopt
that system. The result was that one con-
tractor was below the office estimate, and he
got the work.

Mr. SWAVYNE (Mireni): The hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera, when speaking this morn-
ing, mooted rather an importznt point of
policy—the proportion of expenditure in
regard to public buildings which should be
charged against revenue and against loan
respeetively.  The Minister stated in reply
that that was a matter of policy. It would

be well to censider whether it is

2 pm.]

a fair thing to those who come

afterwards to debit to loan
charges for buildings, the life of which, as
the Minister pointed out, Is only forty vears.
The Minister mentioned that that period was
the extreme life of wooden buildings. The
depreciation of a wooden building i+ very
great, and I take it that. by the time such
a building is forty years old, the cost of
mairitenance will have added considerab!fr to
its first charge. As illustrating the differ-
ence in the attitude of previous Administra-
tions and the present Administration on that
point, T would like to compure the figures
given in the Auditor-Geveral's report for
1915 with those in the Estimates for this
vear. 1 find from the Auditor-General’s
report of 1915 that the Denham Govermment
spent from loan £77.383, and from enue
£148,560: or, in other words. roughly twice
as much from revenue as from loan. It will be
remembered that, when this Government took
office, they had in their first financial year a
surplus of £37.000. The Auditor-General, in
refarring to that surplus, said thst had it not
been for their change from their predecessors
systemn of charging temporary wooden build-
ings to revenue, that surplus would hsve
been a deficit. It is rather interesting to
consider how much larger this Government's
growing deficits would have been. =nd how
muczh less their nominal surpluses would have
heen if the system of their predecessors: had
Lsen carried out. As illustrating the differ-
ence in practics, take the vote we are now
discussing.  We find that from loan The
Goverament intend to spend £280.575, while
from revenue in the vote which we are
now discussing the expenditure is only
£95,000. In other words, the expenditure by
this Government from loan is nearlv three
times as much as from revenue. I think
that the clectors should consider the wisdom
and justice of piling up these charges for
temporary buildings on loan account. which
will have to be borne by those who come after-
wards when the work itself has become value-

Mr. Swayne.]
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less. The Minister, in his reply, read out the
minutes of the Primary Producers’ Union
and argued that, if the poliey there men-
tioned was carried out, there would be very
little money left to be spent on public build-
ings. I would like to read something in
tion of the new policy which the party
opposite have in view, and I would ask the
Minister how much money there would be
for public buildings if the views of his
friends that I am going to read were carried
into effect.

At 2.7 p.m.,

Mir. F. A. Cooper (Bremer). one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chaiv,

My, SWAYNE: I have here a report of
the Interstate Labour Conference held in
the Sydrev Trades Hall on 19th June, 1919.
“The Minister spoke for half an hour, but I
do not intend to go into this at any length.
I find that the official Labour declaration,
as contained in the “ Labour News,” the
official organ of the Labour party, reads—

“ Whether abused or not, the system
of Bolshevism . has cstablished
itself for good in Russia, and, as a new
Kvangel, must spread thence through-
out the world.

TS

Bolshevism  is
terated,
part of

! democracy unadul-
Its importance to Australia is
the importance of the wide
No whole-gouled democrat can
ance at it.”

That is the opinion of the Labour organisa-
tien. I ask the public under which svstem
public buildings—undcr the system represented
by the Primary Producer’s Union poliey
is the more money likely to be spent for
or under the system advocated at the Labour
Cenference in Sydney in 1919: which is
really “Red Bolshevism.”  So far as the
minutes read by the Minister are concerned,
he made r+ference to an act of repudiation by
the Government in connection with pastoral
leases. The pastoral lessecs, no doubt, were
treated unjustly, although I do not for one
moment concur with the uttsrances quoted by
the Minister, that there is a possibility of pay-
ing back £500,000. I do not think anyvone
contemplates that for a moment, because it
could not be done; but, if any future Govern-
ment have it in their powcr in some way to
make good to those people the losscs that they
have incurred through the political robbery
of this Administration, then it would only be
an act of common justice to make good in
some way or another. Coming more immedi-
ately to the subject under discussion as to
swwhether the taxpayer would not get more
value for the money spent if another srstem
for carrying out the work was brought into
»ffect, T think that niecework should be given
a trinl.  This is a oquestion that I have
i ed on this vote for the past five vears.
1 am sure that if the suzgestion I made five
vears ago had been csrried into effcet, there
would have been a considerable saving of
rooney to the electors of Queensland. The
Minis auoted one or two isolated cases
which apparently show there is something
to be said for the day-labour system. We
do not contend for cne moment that any
system 1s entirely wrong, or tiat any other
syatem is entirely good. We-have to take
every cszse on its marits. VWhen the hon.
member for Toowong was speaking he men-
‘tioned a cuse where a school erected under
the day-labour system cost £102 per square,
while ancther building in the same locality,

[Hr. Swayne.
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built under c¢entract, but under the same
supervision, cost only £58 per square. There is
a small school in the Mirani electoraie which
requires a veranda in order to protect it ou the
weather side. The estimate given to construct
that veranda under the day-labour system was
over £90. As the veranda was only 21 feet by
8 feet, it was considered that the estimate was
out of all proportion, and the work was not
done. It has not been donec vet, and the
schoo! i: not protected in wet weather from
the rain., At the same time I had a veranda
built here in Brisbane, 47 fect long and 9 feet
wide with a room on it, for £92, or somewhere
about the estimated cost of this other
veranda 21 feet by 8 fect. Only recently I
supplied figures showing the cost of jobs—
YT think in the eicctorate of the hon. member
for Irassifern. The closing in underneath of &
achool 1 sidence cost £40, although the 95t1-
mate was £9 17s., and it was merely a quesiion
of nailing a foew battens on to the posts 1n
the front of the building. in which I think
about 400 nails were used. That is the sort
of thing that is going on.

I think one of the first questions T asked
this session waus of the Secretary for Tublic
Works, as to the amount of money that
had been spent on public buildings since
the present Government took office in 1915.
The reply was £1,294,611; and I feel safe
in sarving that. if the three systems of
contract, day-labour, and piecowork had
been in operétion where each was convenient
or desirable, that amount would have been
largely reduced. and in the, bush districts
mans children wonld be receiving education
who now have fo go without it, because
voar by vear the vote is expended before
all the schools required can be crected. In
the same way, we know that far too many
children have to receive fuition in unsatis-
factory buildings, to the prejudice of their
health; and, had that large sum of money
been judiciously and properly expended, 1t
would have given them proper conditions—
sufficiont space to breathe in, proper protec-
tion from the weather, and so on.

The action of past Governments in
initiating on railway construction the day-
labour system has been mentioned. I would
like to point out that the system as initiated
by them was very different from what it 1s
to-day, because the practice of letting certain
jobs by piecework was followed iun certain
circumstances; for instance, in somc of the
sidings and small carthworks,

Hon. W. Foreany Smirr: You had the
“ butty gang’ systern.
Mr. SWAVNE: It was effective, and

many culverts and small bridges also weve
made by that method. The abcolition of that
system is partly the reason why the cost to-
is so heavy. The cost of raiiway constructior
has reached the appalling figure of something
like £14.000 a mile and for a light sgricultural
line over £9,000. Another reason why the
evils of the day-labour system have been
manifested under the present Government 13

i 3

that =1l control over the employues is lost.
At the present time the forumanc OF gangoer
is mer a check timckeeper. Tf he remon-

sirates with onn of the gang—he helonas to
the same union—he gets a very vough tine.
Although there are many good men. there 13
a small element among the men that always
desires to go slow. Unfortunately, that
element has far greater influence than itx
numbers warrant. Some people fear that
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. that element is growing. The Minister
admitted that it is not a desirable element.
If it is growing, it is due distinctly o the
encouragement given to it and the weakness
exhibited in dealing with it by the present
Administration.

Alr. BULCOCK (Barceo): The hon. mem-
ber for Mirani had something to say abous
the “ go slow” poliey-——which, he claimed, is
advocated by individuals who wield an influ-
ence altogether out of proportion to their
number. I have had as much industrial
experience amongst unionists and organi
labour as most men in thi: House.
the whole of the time that T have been &
viated actively with the biggest union in
Queensland—the Australian Workers’ Union
—1I have never had any trouble arising out
of the “go slow” policy. The work under
:ny jurisdiction embraced railways, shearing
sheds, pastoral work., municipal work, and
various other types of woik. I have nover
been called on to adjudicats in comnection
with, or to try and settle, a strike or indus-
trial trouble arising out of the application of
the “ go slow” neclicy. That proves thut the
workers generally are not prepared to es-
vouse that policy unless there is very grave
cause for it. Other hon. mem on this side
who have had industrial experience along
the same lines will, I feel sure, indicata that
their ecxperiences have been similar to mine,
and will say that the average individual is
prepared to do the fair and honest thing, so
far as his abilities permit him, in any work
in which he may be employed.

o

There has been a goed desl of discussion
garding the velative merits of contract
vork, piecework, and the day-labour system.
Listening to tho debate to-day, and compar-
ing it with that of last year and the vear
before, it appears to me that the Opposition
have changed their greund of =ttack. In
previous years they aitacked the principle
of the day-labour system and asked for a
reversion to the old system of contract work.
To-day we find that csrtain members steer
what might be termed—at least from their
point of view—an intermediate course, and
advocate the application of piecework—which,
in effect, makes cvery individual a contractor
in the work he is eallad on to perform.
While we may argue the meoral merits of
either system, the practical application leads
me to believe that the -labour system as
we have it, in spite of its faults—which, in
the main are inseparable from any system—
has justified its existence. I would be loath
to sce this Government depart from that
principle.  There is a humanitarian aspect
and a practical aspect to the case. We have
to consider the practical application of any
theories we may advance or anv system which
we may superimpose upon our social or
industrial life. Out of their own mouths
hon. members opposits  stand  condemned,
In 1812, the then Secretary for Railways,
Mr. Paget. spoke on this question of the
relative ability of the community generally
to carry the contract system on the cne hand
or the dav-labour svstem: on the other hand
Te was of the opinion that the circumstan
justified the application of the dar-labour

This stafement was made at the time when,
in the ma the contract svstem was
definitely favoured by leaders of political
ihought. ’
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According to “ Hansard’’ for 1912 the then
Seccretary for Railways, 3 Paget, stated—

“1 am handing in for the information
of hon. members a rcturn prepaved in
1827, for the then chief cnginecr, of all
railways built by him under contract
between 1881 and 1893—

The total expenditure was £5,491,720,
the mileage 1,144.94, and the average
cost pex mile £4,726,

This veturn includes all
built betwenn 1821
Southern diviston, a few in the
tral division, but noze in the Nou
division. as the Central division EY
only taken over by the then chief
engineer in 1887, and the Northern
division In 1892,

A return has been prepared by e
of all railways built by day labour since
its ineeption in 1800 up to 1911

The total expenditure was £3,413,249,
the mileags 1,144.55, and the average
cost per mile £2,982.
¢ Oppesition MMembers: Hear, hear!

The Secrerary For Raiwways: The
fact that the mileage in both returns
are practically the same is merely a
coincidence.

This roturn includes all the railways
built throus ¢ s during these
ryears,

The total difference in cxpenditure is
£2.078,471 in favour of day labour.

Opposition Members: FHear, hear!

Mr. Kirwan: I hope the Liberals in
the Federal Parliament will read this.

"he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The
average cost per mile is £1,814 per mile
in favour of day labour.

Opposition Members:

fwars

and 1896 in the
Con-

Hear, hear!”
T do not think that circumstances have justi-
fied any alteration of the opinion laid down
in this Chamber at thst time. I do not
think it can be said that that experience
has not Dorne the test of time. It might
be said that the stateinent inade by the then
Secvesary  for Raijlways has been proved
fallacious in the light of later experience.
I intend to quote from the Sydney “Bul-

lotin.” and I think it will be agreesd that
the article is a late contribution to this
debate. The article is headed “ Too much

Kirkpatrick.” In dealing with the question
of c¢onstruction of war service homes it

ing the State building departments been
followed, the scheme, instead of a ¢
geous fatlure, might have heen a success,
At all events, the administratior would
have been in the hands of men familiar
with all the details of an essentially
local job.”
We «ll know the history of the
surrounding the bhuilding of war
homes, and, as time goes on, more zos
are being revealsd, The Committee recently
appointed to inquire into the question of
the building of war <ervice homes quite
clearly and definitely stated that the homes
which had cost £15,500.000 were only worth
£8.250.000. That seems to indicate thsat the
difference hotween £3.250,000 and £15,5(3,000
represents  waste, That is an activity
controlled by the Federal Government
under the contract system; yet hon, mem-
bers opposite have the audacity to come

Mr. Buleock.]
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into this Chamber and charge hon. members
on this side with waste and extravagance.
Pursuing this argument a little bit further.
it is shown that the architect who was
responsible for exercising a sort of benevo-
lent. supervision over the crcetion of these
dwellings got £27 10s. for dwelling
that was crerted under his supey 1. Thut
£27 10s. was taken from the pockets of the
unfortunate individuals for whom those
homes were being built, and it is another
example of the wronginl expenditure of
wmoncy—money that might well have been
B 1 to the peeple fer whom the homes
v being built and who could il afford
ts part with it. It is somewhat of a scandal
to think that the gentleman supervising the
buiiding of these houses should draw a sum
of £48.590. or 3% per cent. on the cost of

e
(=]

cach dwelling, for his supeyvizion. That is
one of the evily incidental to the contract
svstom, and, if the contract system lends

itself to that sort of thing, [ take it that
the public of Queensland and the public of
every part of the Commonwenlth are going
to be up in arms against a svetem that ¥o
materialiy adds to the capital cost of a
dwelling, while the purchaser of the dweling
gets no additional benefit, The © Bdlletin ”
article further states—

R Matthews,

Feodaral member,

asked
Why is the public cslled unon to pay
a firm of private architeets thousands
of pounds for the preparation of plans
and the taking out of quantitics that
are already available in the Works
Department?  Beyond an  ineffectual
statement ‘ that the question pertained
only to the management of the Bank,’
the Treasurer had no reply.”

We have never been able to get any satisfac-
tory explanation so far as these war service
homes are concerned; but the people gener-
ally are agreed that the bungling of the
Federal department in connection with these
contracts has materially added to the total
cost of the buildings without adding to their
value, and it is abundantly proved that the
soldicrs’ homes should have been constructed
at a much lower cost than they were. That
is an indication of how these men, for whom
a new heaven was fto be created, have bren
penalised by the Federal Governmsnt job-
bing out the work so that their friends could
get a substantial benefit.

Hen., W. ForeaN Syirn: They have asked
the States to take over control.

 Mr. BULCOCK : It is satizfactorily estab-
lished now that, had the States been called

upon to handle these things, th would
have handled them far more satisfactorily

than did the Federal Government under the
contract system, and the proof of that is
that at the present time the Federal Govern-
ment are negotiating with the Secretary for
Public Works to take them over and build
the war service homes under the day-labour
systen.

Mr. Kixg: No—under contract.

Hon. W. Foreax Syara: Complete con-
trol over the management of them.

Mr. BULCOCK: It is complete control,
and if complete control means anything, it
means the application of our pelicy. Let us
go further, and see what that Commission
had to say in regard to the war service
lomes. I am quoting now from * Smith’s

[ r. Bulcock.
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Weekly” for 12th August, 1922, which has
an article headed—
“ AxoTHER WAR SERVICE HowMEp SCANDAL.
‘AN INQUIRY THAT STOPPED WITH A
SHUDDER.
“Aysterious  Greem  DBros., and
Sudden Rise to Affluence.
“ Ruthless Investigation Nccessary
The article says—
“ The eommittee refers in its.report to
the contract as revealing an amazing
lack of business capacity on the part of

Their

i3}

the Commissioner and - his officer It
conceded that ¢ the circumstances of
E. A. and B. Green justified reme

care with the Commission’s negotiations,

but even ordinary business methods
appear to have been ‘neglected.” It
admits that °the Commission allowed

itself to be involved in heavy commit-
ments by Green for huge quantities of
timber, and then paid Green brokerage
on the transaction.’ Inferior joinery, it
finds, was accepted from Green, and little
notice taken of condemnatory reports
thereon by subordinate officers. Arthur
Green, it seemed, dominated the situa-
tion throughout. Green, the committec
learned, had left for Europe, and no one
knew when he would return.”
Yeu would have to go a long way before you
could find a more severe indictment of the
contract system than that, hinting as it floes
that certain friends and associates
[2.30 p.m.] of the powers that be get big
perquisites  and dividends for
their association with certain classes of work.
We find, amongst other things, that these
things were done under the preciou: contract
system which hon. members opposite are try-
ing to bolster up. We find, first, that a
sum of £10.000 was advanced to the Green
Rrothers by the Commission without iuterest

(1) Advanced the Greens £10,000
without intercst—#£4.000 to pay off the
overdraft and £6,000 to be cxpended In
new plant.

“(2) Contracted for the supply of
joinery and mouldings for 2,500 houses
per annum for a period of five rears, at
a price 174 per cent. below the current
price list; and

“ (3) Undertook to supply the contractor
annually with 3,000,000 feet of timber at
specified rates,

£1s

. “ Porxts To pE CLEARED UP.

< Qince the Public Accounts Commit-
tee has said its last word about this
incomprehensible affair, the MMinister for
Repatriation should ascertain—

Who introduced Green to the Com-
missioner ?

Who authorised the advance of
£10,000, and whether the advance
has been repaid?

The total amount paid to the Greens
for brokerage.

The total amount expended in joinery
for houses actually built.

The total value of joinery passed
into stone, and what has become
of it.

When Mr. Arthur Cephas Sszcomb
comes into the War Scrvice
Homes transaction, and whether
he or Arthur Green is the man

il 7

to be reckoned wit
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No finality, so far as I know, has been
reached in this matter, and 1 say that no
finality will ever be reached.

Hon. W. Yorcanxy Smurre: Kvery soldier’s
house built in Queensland is about £150 over-
capitalised.

Mr., BULCOCK : The Federal Government
allow things to remain in a vague and indefi-
nite form, without giving the publie any
idea as to the serious want of ordinary capa-
city that was displayed in the erection of the
war service homes. It might be interesting
to come a little bit closer home in this con-
nection. I have here the © Daily Standard”
of 22nd July last, from which I quote this
extract—

“ PROVED THE BETTER.

“ DAY LABOUR’S SUCCESS.
“Engineer’s Testimony.
“ Results of Experience.

“T used to be in fasvour of the contracst
system, especially where coxtensive works
are concerned. I am convinced, however,
that the Water and Sewcrage Board has
sucecessfully demonstrated that big works
can be carried out more satisfactorily
and certainly more economically by day
labour than by contract.”

This is a statement in connection with the
Brizbane water and sewerage scheme by a
well-known civil engineer. who states that
he 1s still a believer in having teuders called
for work; but, from the knowledge he has
gleaned of the board’s cxperiences, he thinks
that it would be absurd for him to suggest
that s=ny contractor could carry out the work
az ccenomically and as well as the board
undey its cxisting arrangements. That is
an expression of opinion from: a gentleman
well qualified fo give it. Suppose, for the
zake of arguments, that the Water and
Sewerage Board had decided to carry the
work out under the contract system, it would
have meant the closing dowa of the work
while tenders were being called for and con-
tracts finally arranged. If those who stocd
for the contract system had had their way.
403 or 500 men would have been thrown out
of work for perhaps three or four months,
instead of which, with the day-labour system,
there has been continuity of employment and
satisfaction smongst the workers cmployed
on the undertaking.

Tracing the history of the day-labour
system as against the contract system, one
must arrive at some very definite conclusions.
The conclusion I have come to is that the
contract system reidily lends itself te the
exploitation of the public interesis. Certain
individuals who are fortunate enough to get
these contracts are frequently cnabled to
make big sums of money out of the con-
tracts. I know that there is ancther side of
the question which is often pointed out—
that certain contractors for the Water and
Sewerage Board have not come out of their
contracts satisfactorily, and that the board,
as a consequence of that, have had to carry
out the work by day labour, and it is being
brought to a satisfactory termination.

Hon. J. G. Apper: Tt will cost nearly
dcuble the amount of the first estimate, all
the same. '

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. member must
admit that the contractors who supplied the
first estimates were unable to carry on the
work, proving that their estimates were no
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satisfactory or based on the truc cost of the
work they had to do.

Hon. J. G. Arper: It was owing to the
unforesecen  difficulties which were encoun-
tered.

Mr. BULCOCK: So far as the financial
side of the question is concerned, I think
there is indubitable proof that the day-
labour system is in the intcrests of the people
of Queensiand generally, and that the con
tract system favours the fortuunzte few.
Looking at it from the humanitarian side.
it is safe to assume that the individual who
takes a contract desires to get as much profit
out of his contract as he possibly can. The
experience of the industrial world from the
worker’s point of view has been that there
is always a very great measure of speeding
up in connection with contract work. The
day-labour system has done away with the
speeding up to an extent that perhaps those
who originally brought the system into being
did not dream of. I am very pleased that
the Minister has indicated his willingness to
employ local labour, so far as it may be
available, fer work in Western and other
isolated areas. I belicve that is a step in
the right direction. I, for one, was not happy
in the thought that it might at times be
considered necessary to take men over long
distances in order to perform work in a
given area. I am heartily in accord with
the Minister when he says that, if local
labour can be obtained for any job, it shall
be given preference.

Mr. Moraax: That was advocated by this
side.

Mr. BULCOCK: The fact remains that
it was this Government who put the system
of employing local labour into operation.

Mr. Morean: No; it was in operation
before this Government came into power, but
it was changed.

Mr. BULCOCK : Speaking for the people
in the West, I want to take the opportunity
of thanking the Minister and the department
for what has been done for certain schools
in my electorate. I hold that the comfort of
the children in Western towns should be just
as much a matter for consideration as that
of the children in town areas. The children in

‘- the bush do not always get the same oppor-

tunities as the children in the towns, and
their lives are, in the main, barren and
drab, because they have not got those
associations which the children in the towns
have. I think that the Alinister has becn
sympathetic in his administration in this
regard. When I have asked him to do
things for the welfare and benefit of the
children in regard to schools in my electorate
I have always been received courteously and
have been able to achieve, in the main, what
I desire. The population in the West is grow-
ing rapidly, and I am happy to be able to
say that the Department of Public Works
has coped with the position by making addi-
tions to certain schools in the Barcoo, so that
the children there may approximate to the
same degree of comfort that the children in
the towns have. I think it is a very excel-
lent idea, when we are considering this ques-
tion of expenditure in the Department of
Public’ Works, for Ministers generally to see
the conditions under which the Western
people live. The Western people are not
accustomed to complain or make demandy
that are not reasonable, fair., or equitable.
Their demands are generally based on good

Mr. Bulcock.]



grounds and on a solid foundation; and, so
far as my experience goes, these requests have
been very fairly and decently met by the
Secretary for Public Works, who has a keen
appreciation of the disadvantages under
which our Western children labour so far as
endeavouring to get decent education is
concerned.

Mr. KING {Logan): Before lunch we had
a long speech from the Minister. 'The first
part of his speech was very interesting, but
the latter part was merely an infliction, 1
could not help thinking during the latter
part of his speech of a certain quotation
out of the comic opera * Mikado.”” in which
one of the characters, ** Pooh Bah,” referring
to an incident in the play, said that it was
intended “ merely as a corroborative state-
ment intended to give an air of verisimilitude
to ain otherwise bald and unconvincing
narrative.””  That is what I thought about
the latter part of the specech of the Minister
in_connection with the matters that he was
bringing before the Committee.

Hon. W. Foresx Smiru: It was a genuine
document.

Mr. KING: I am not worrying a bit about
the document. If 1t gave the Minister any
amusement, and if it gave bhon. members
opposite any amusement, well and good. 1t
cortainly ¢id hon. members on this side no
harm,

Alr. W. CoorEr:
2

Then, why worry aboui
1t

Mr, KING: We have no connection with
it whatever. The Minister gave us “ a bald
and unconvineing nparrative.” I almost
visualised the hon, gentleman in the gui
of Ajax defying the lightning: of course,
with his tongue in his cheek. I -was
reminded, as the words poured out of his
mouth, of the quotation that he was “over-
come by the exubersnce of his own ver-
bositx.”  Anyhow, I do not think that the
latter part of his speech was of an instrue-
tive or creditable nature, although the frst
part was intercsting.

The ATrorxey-GrxeraL: Tt might not affect
the Nationalists, but it affects the Countrs
party.

Mr. KING: It does not affect the
Naticaalizts in the slightest degree.

Mr. Couning: I thought it was a
chapter in ¢ Revelations.”

Mr., KING: The MMinister. in the coumse
of his speech, could net help trotting out
that old wheeze, ‘“the delegation.””  The
way the hen. gentleman and hon. members
on that side of the House flog that old
delegation to death is really marvellous, It
shows how fearfully barren of argument the
musf be when they refer to that old whe
again and again. I call it an old wheeze,
becavse it is on its last legs. In fact, it is
as dead as Julius Cesar, if not more so. It
might have been some little use a couple
of years ago. but the people of Queensland
krnow full well the truth about the delera-
tion, and I do not think that the hon. gent!
man or any hon. members opposite who t
about the delegation are going to cut any
HEN

OPPORITION MEMBERS :

new

HTear, heav!

Mr. KING: To come down to more mun-
dane matters, T would like to refer to the
neces=ity for the cstablishment of a rural
schnol ot Beenleigh.

The Secrerary ror PupLic INSTRUCTION :
What about an agricultural school ?

TAfr. Bulcock.
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My, KING: No; you want to put cne-
third of the cost on to the Jocal authorifics.
We prefer to have a rural school if it can be

managed. A deputation waited on the Secre-
tary for Public Instruction, and he was very

courtcous and sympathetic. I might say
that we always get courtesy from that hon.
gentleman. (Hear, hear!) I only hope that
Secretary for Public Instruction sent
views along to the Minister in charge
of the Department of Public Works, If the
Minister in charge of these Estimates wishes
ty immortalize himself, he has the oppor-
tunity of doing so by cstablishing a rural
school at Beenleigh.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
Or an agriculiural school.

At 2.45 p.n.,

The CuarrMaN resumed the chair.

My, KING: Give us an agricultural school
as well. We cannot have too many schools.
The more scheols we have the better.

ton., W. Foreax Swuite: I think that
Beenleigh would be a good place for a rural
school.

Mr. KING: I thank the Minister for
that admission. The Scecretary for Public
Instrection told the deputation that he was
favourable, and now e have the Minister
in charge of the Department of Public Works
saying that Besnleigh is a good place for
the establishment of a ruval school, w0 we
can take it that it is almost as good as
done. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC INSTRUCTION :
What about the necessary funds?

KIN{: The Minister can always
find the necs v funds. If the Government
make up their mind to establish a rural
schoo! at Beenleigh, it will scon be an estab-
lished fact. I might refer to one little
matter, although I suppose it is a question
of working the parish pump. I have been
very quiet during the passage of the Esti-
mates, but I want to put in a word for my
own clecterate.  (Heav, hcar!) Tt was
pleasing indeed to hear the hon. member for
Rarcoo get up and tell us how good the
department has been to him. Nothing would
give me greater pleasure than to get up
and acknowledge that the department had
also been fairly good to me.

Hon. W. Foregax Swita: You did not do
tco badly last vear.

Mr, KING: I suppose the hon. gentleman
refers to the Dunellan State school, I am
oxtremely obliged to the department and to
the Minister for the improvements that have
been carried out at that school. But it is a

INSTRUCTION :

My,

big school, and they are suffering under
serious disabilities,

Hon. W. Foreax Swita: That is so.

My, KING: I would like to usk the

Minister to carry out further work =t the
Dunrellan #chool. The additions, including
the tracher’s room, are all great improve-
ments for which I have to thark the depart-
ment and the Minister; but T understand
they are not going to paint the old build-
ings. If they are not painted now, it will
involve heavr expenditure later on. 'The
ilisade fercing fronting the road is also
1

i

i

pa

fzlling down, and I would like some provi-
sicn to be made to repair it; otherwise, it
will look negleeted and be a bad advertise-
ment {or the Government. I would also
like to draw i attention to

the Minister’s
the Alberton State school, 7 or 8 miles out of
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Beenleigh. It was built on a low-lying wnicce
of country. The school is 4 feet from the
ground, and there is no playshed for the
children and no shelter in the wet weather.
In fact, in times of heavy dew the children
wet their feet wet when going to scheol,
and also when plav ing about the ground.
"hev got their socks wet and are liable to
get tuberculosis and all sorts of complaints.
I would ask the Minister to ta,\o that into
very serious consideration. We have asked
the department to raise the school to about
7 fect, and utilise the space underncath as
n shelter from the weathor, We do not ask
for a playshed:; we simply that the
(Flc;ren may have some protection from
the nmthnk, instead of having to crowd into
the school when it is wet.

Hon, W. Forean SuITH :
the matter.

Mr. XING: I am very much obliged for
that assurance, and I am sure the Minister
is going to carry it out. I do not wish to
discuss the question of day labour as against
contract, or other questions which are debated
here year aftsr year. We never get anV
further ahead. They are matters of principle,
and no result can come from the debate
because circumstances probably will not be
altered until there is a change of Govern-
ment, when other methods Vlll be tried, and
we can ascertain which system is_the best and
adopt it, whatever it is. No doubt advan-
tages are to be gained from both methods.
The thing is to carry out the work in the
most_e¢conomical and efficient way and as
speedily as possible,

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): I believe
that there is something to be said in favour of
hoth day labour and contract. I believe that
human nature is such that cither system
requires a check. If we have only day labour,
we are going to fail; if we have all contract,
the gsame thing applies. My father was a
coniractor and I know something about such
work, and, if the contract system were in
vogue to check the cost of day-labour work,
we would not have the school teacher’s dweil-
ing at Mooloolah costing £1,000.

Hon. W. ForaaN Suimii: You are only £380
cut.

My, WARREN: I am not. I make the
atate mu.'f that the hon. member is wrong. One
of the reasons why we have difficult» in getting
buildings  constructed and 1mprovf\1ne*1+s
made is that this system exists, One of the
higgrest men in the Labour party, the late
Hon. John Storey, Premier of New South
Wales, has admitbed this. I want to quote
opinion, as g in ¢ ITansard” in a
speech delivered by the hon. member for
\Iunm—

¢ workers wanted to go on
improving thair Doswmn they must strive

““Caau‘l producticn, at tho presont
cal state of things nationally. rather
than conunit the mistake of making pro-
duction almost impossible by carrving
ocut work very ste Ldﬂy. If piecework had
to be adopted, the workers would find
that the system was not dangerous, but
that the evil lay in the wrongful apyplica-
tion of If th> workers were able to
confrol it properly, he should say, as a
tradesman. that their experience of picce-
work would incline them never to go back
to the day-work again.’

That was the opinion of a very honest and

ask

I will look into

his

the

[6 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1243

conscientious man, for even his opponents
acknowledge that he expressed what he
thought,

I do not want to debate this question at
any length. During the last couple of years
I have had a good deal to do with the Min-
ister in conmestion with the fruit industry
and the management of the fruit pocl, and
I have found him to be a keen energetic
business man, and 1 was very sorry to Tear
him read the minutes of the me-ting which
he quoted to-day. We have never concealed
them in any way. We have simply allowed
them to lie about on the tabls in cur room;
nev er‘hele"“ thev were never meant for the
hon. gentleman’s hands, and “consequently
in r“adlnn them he did what he ought not to
hme r‘{or‘c. He published in lhls Chamber
E he got in a way that was not

I\Ilz
when they were at war do the same thing?

ConLins: Did mnot all your generals

Mr. WARREN: We ought not to be at
war. We ought to be doing things rationally,
and not act like heathens or fools, We are
here in the best interests of the State, and 1
do not feel that I am at war with any hon.
member on the other sid», I want to mect
hirme as a square, honest opponent. I inter-
jected when the hon. member was speaking,
*“ Another stolen document.” I challenge th-

hon. member to say where hLe got that
document.
Hon. W. Foreax SMITH: We got it where

the £3,500 came from.

Mr. WARREN : T would like to know where
the £2,500 went to.

Hon. W. Foreax Saitda: What £2,5007
Mr., WARREN: The £2500 which the

Premier offered the fruitgrowers to come
into his scheme. That is what I am alluding
to, beeause, if hon. members opposite want
to talk abcut one swindle, I want to talk
about the general swindle.

Mr, GLEDSOX :
£2,500.

Mr. WARREN: T have
often that nobody on the
responsible position would dare to take it
up, bcbause he knows that I would ask for
an inquiry. I have donme my part, and I do
pot want to repeat myself. If that document
was not meant for the hon. gentleman, he has
done a very mean thing in rcading it here.
if it was meant for him, there is really
nothing in what he has said was done.

Hon. W. Foreax SMITH: Do you repudiate
anything that is stated in the document?

Mr. WARREN: I certainly do repudiate
something that is said in the document.

Hon. W. Forean Surri: What do you think
of Mr. Garbutt’s statement that every member
of the Northern Country parfv is pledged to
refund the increased rents collected under
the so-called “ Repudiation Act?”

Let us hear about that

repeated that so
mhﬂ“ side in a

Mr. WARREN: I am not here to b?
catechised by the hon. gentleman., I am

here to state what I consider is
[3 p.m.] best for the country. Nobody on
this side would ever dream about
handing that money back as a bribo or a
sop.
Hon. W. Foreax Syiri: The hon. member
for Townsville was at that meeting, and he
never said anything.

Mr. Warren.]
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Mr. WARREN: The hon. member for
Townsville is quite able to look after him-
self. When we have to resort to these things
we have not very much in our bag to help
us at the next general clection. Every item
in that document has been published in the
weekly or the daily Pross.

HHon. W. Foresay Sairta: About geiting
money from the South for certain purposes”

Mr., WARREN: Is the Minister’s state-
ment from beginning to end a corrvect state-
ment of facts? Nothing contained in that
document was meant to be hidden; if the
daily Press had been willing to publish the
whole lot, it would have been published.
The only thing that concerns me in connec-
tion with this vote is, how much am I going
to get for my schools, and, incidentally, how
much is Quecnsland going to get for its
schools? No one can say that our schools
are being given fair treatment. I can take
the hon. gentleman to some schools which
have never had any paint since I have been
the member for the district. Some hon.
members on the other side say that they get
cverything they ask for. { ther do, it is
an absolute disgrace.

Hon. W. Forean Siarmi:
everything he asks for.

My, WARREN: Hon. members opposite
have said that they get all that they ask for.

Mr. BrexNaN: No.

Hon. W. Foreax SMitH: You can call for
a return of the expenditure, if you like.

Mr. WARREN: I was thinking of doing
that. It would be very interesting to know
how the money i» being spent. Probably the
hon. gentleman was really surprised when he
went into the matter himself. The hon. mem-
ber for Normanby the session before last
was one of the Labour members whio said
he was getting these things.

Ilon. W. FORGAN SMITH:
the figures now if you like.

Mr. WARREN: It took the hon. gentle-
man an hour and a-half to malke his speezh,
and T hope he will allow me to have my few
minutes. The hon. gentleman has increased
the vote by £11,000. We could sink the whole
of that amount in painting our schools. We
should insist that our school children in the
country should have the average comfort
that they have in their homes, The miser-
able amount voted every year is to blame
far the present condition, not the hon. gentle-
men who are charged with administering
the Department of Public Works or the
Department of Public Instruction. Not 3 per
cent. of the schools in the country have had
a coat of paint during the seven ycars the
Government have been in office. It is a
recegnised thing that in a country of this
description a wooden building should be
painted every three years.

Hon. W. Foreax Saari: Hardwood build-
ings keep in good repair when they are done
cvery five years.

Mr. WARREN: The Government have
been in power for seven years, An import-
ant school like the Woombye school has not
had a coat of paint during that period. If
it is necessary to paint buildings in the city.
it surely is nccessary to do the same in
country districts. The Government at the
present time are courting the country people,
and it is time that they woke up to the

[Mr. Warren,

Nobody  gets

I will give you
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necessity for doing something for the country
schools. The miserable little open-air schools
have boeen condeinned by every doctor in
every district in the country. They have
given more pneumonia to the children than
the troops had in England.

Hon. W. Foreaw Suiri: Do you mean the
tent schools?

Mr. WARREN: Yes.

Hon. W. Foraax Suirm: We are not build-
ing any more of those.

Mr. WARREN: When the Government
find out that they are a failure, they should
erect a better class of building. W have a
little school at Elimbah in which there has
been an enormous amount of sickness. There
is a greater attendance at that school than
its size warrants, and we have applied for
additions. It is about time that schools of
that description were done away with
entirely. The walls should be boarded up to
prevent the damage done by the cold winds
blowing on to the children. The children
play in the san, get hot, and then go inio
school and sit down in their classes, where
the cold sea breezes blow on them. It is
unreasonable to ask children to sit in the
cold. The department is waiting until it
gets sufficient funds to build other schools 1n
such cascs ss this. Regarding the life of a
school, the hon. gentleman was quite right
in saying that a building might last forty
vears, but he is not right in saying 1t 1s due
o the work which is put into the building.
The firsb necessity to ensure the life of a
building is to have matured timber. Nobody
would put up a rickety school. Some of the
old provisional schools have been put up by
the people themselves. The oldest s )
Oueensiand was at one tine a church. W hile
things are as they are, we should raise our
voices and cbject. The Government should
double the amount put on the ¥stimates.
The Minister knows that it would take
£050.000 to catch up with the arrcars of
work., The Government should leave party
matters out of this debate. and they should
treat all the electorates of Queensland in the
same way.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I rwant to
congratulate the Minister on the excellent
speech  he delivered to-day. 1 consider
the first part of his _speech was very
interesting indeed, and in my opinion the
other part was morc interesting. The
Inst Book in the New Testament 1s'called
Revelations, and the revelations which we
have had to-day, I am sure, were very
interesting to hon. members opposite. ax:ld
I am sure that, when the prople in the
country have an oppertunity of reading
them, they will find them very interesting,
too. 1 have no reason to Complam with
vegard to the public buildings in my elec-
torate. 1 am satisfied thst in the near
future. owing to the rapid pregress that
will take place, we shall require a large
expenditure of public money 1n that part
of Queenstand to keep pace with the develop-
ment that will take place. 1 want to draw
the attention of the Committee to <ome
remarks made by hon. members oppotite,
and I intend to deal with the hon. member
for Albert first. If I remember rightly, he
said that it would take £10,000 to put the
school: in his elcctorats in proper order.

Hon. J. G. ArpEr: 1 said to build them
and put them in order.
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Mr, COLLINS: When I heard the hon.
zentleman make those rvemarks, I could not
help carrying my mind back to the time
when he sat on the Treasury benches as
Joxm Secretary. He must have neglected
his elcctomte tth if it is in the dilapidated
state he ssys it is in now.

Hon. J. G. Apprn: I attended to it all

right. The present Government have
neglected it.
Lir. COLLINS: The present Government

bave only been in power seven years, and
during that time the hon. gentleman claims

that his schools have got into such a
dilapidated state.

Hon. J. G. Arpe: The population i
growing.

Mr. COLLINS: The Government have
been called an extravagant Government,
and we have been told that we have reccived

the greatest amount ik
e¢ver been reccived by any Government in
Queensland. The population is growing, and
there would be something wrong if we did
not receive a greater amount of revenue.
‘There would be something wrong if we did
not have increased wea]th production now
as compared with 1914, when hon. gentlemen
opposite cccupicd the Treasury benches.

hope that next year this vote will be con-
siderably incrcased. I expect that under
this Covernment we shall hgve an increase
in  the popu]atlon in  Qucensland, more
especially an increase in the native popula-
tion, Assuming for the sake of argument
that all schools in Qucensland are in a
similar condition to those mentioned by the
hon. member for Albert, it would take
£720,000 to put the schools in proper order

revenue that has

if they are 1n that dilapidated condition.

Hon, J. G. ArpEL: We have not even got
the schools.

Mr, COLLINS: If the Government go to
the Londen market in an endeavour To
raise  £720,000 for educational purposes
alone. will the hon. member say that his
friends will not interfere?

Hon. J. G. AvpeL: If the hon. member

will get his Government to act honourably,
they will get the money

Mr. COLLINS: We have alwars acted
honourably. I am prepared to give £5 to
any hospital in Queensland if anyone can
prove that the Government passed any

* Repudiation Act.”” I never mentioned in
my speeches in my clectorate that the Go-
vernment passed a ¢ Repudiation Act” T
call all the Acts of Parliament by their
correct name. Without reflecting on the
Chair, if I were sitting in the chair aund
any hon. member referred to this Govern-
ment having passed a ¢ Repudiation Act,”
I would call him to account, and make him
prove his case. There was never any Bill
mtroduced into this Chamber by the name

of ““ Repudiation Bill.””

The hon. member tor Toombul said that
the money spent on State enterprises would
have been better spent on State school
buildings. What I want to see in our
«chools—I hope the Minister is listening—is
an alteration in the curriculum, so that
children mav be given socialistic teaching,
and when thesy grow up they will be able
to manage the State enterprises and do their
duty to the State. They should give their
best to the State. I belicve, with the
‘Minister, that we must develop what he terms
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a civic conscience. Men must be fit, and
there is no better place to teach that than
in our schools. They have a right to give
their best to the State. In any work That
they undertake to perform they should always
give the very best that is in them. They
ought to give better work to the S*ate than
they give to the private individual, because
the people are the State, and the State is
the people, or, at least, it should be. The
hon. member for Mirani was *‘ throwing off
about the day-labour system and the ** 2o
slow ” policy. He is chsessed about going
slow, I am not sure he is too fast himself.
He sat on this side of the Chamber for a
long time and did not scem to get on the

Troasury benches.

Mr. Morean: Neither has the hon.
member,  (Laughter.)
Mr. COLLINS: Neither have 1. I am

quite willing to admit that.
was coming. The hon. member for Murilla
is in the same hoat. Me came into this
House about the same time as I did, and has
been here continuously, but he has never
got on to the Treasury benches. The hon.
raember for Mirani said that the man who
tries to do his duty gets a rough time. I
do not believe that. When I worked in a
mine, if anyone attempted to loaf upon us,
we simply did our best to ‘“ boot’ him out.
We had to carry that burden upon our
shoulders. The conditions are no different
to-day. This continual decrying of our work-
men 1s a disgracc to the men who do it. I
arma prepared to say that the Australian
workinen, snd the Queensland workmen in
particular, are equal to the best in the
world. I question very much if any man
in any country in the world works as hard
as the men in Queensland to-day in connec-
tion

I knew what

with our railway construction work
and many other works. It IS time we
dropped the cry about “ go slow.” Assume,

for the sake of argument, that we are going
slow, We live in an age of machinery. In
connection with some of our public works,
the machinery that is used in the construc-
tion of those works is altogether out of date.
1 have scen men doing work_that should be
done in  modern times by machinery.
Machinery should to a large extent take
the place of manual Jabour  to- day. The
Government should have everything right
up to date. When one goes mto the Govern-
ment Printing Office to- dav he stands, as it
were, in the presence of the brains of man
trying to overcome the forces of nature by
harnessing up that machinery for the benefit
of  man. We shquld use up-to-date
machinery in connection with all our State
works, more especially in connection with
railway construction. Some of the engincers
cmiployed on railway construction “works
want shaking up a bit. They are not as
modern as thoy ought to be. It is no use
blaming the men. You want to look at the
top of the trec sometimes, and not always at
the bottom. If the men are loafing, what
are the men in charge doing? I remember
on one occasion I was shown through the
Mount Morgan mine by the underground
manager, and he complained of the men. I
said, © What is the use of blaming the men?
What you want fo do is to blame the man
ia charge.” The men in charge should be
beld responsible. I have never stood, and
never will stand, for the man who does not
work. T believe it was St. Paul who said,
“ He that will not work, neither shall he
cat.”

Mr. Collins.]



1246 Supply.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBurTs: That is contrary
to what you are now saying.

Mr. COLLINS: You belong to the class
that never works.

Mry. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
same class as you.

My, COLLINS: The hon, me'num was
born with a silver spoon in his mouth. At
any rate, the Governme=nt arc doing quite
right in going on with their day-labour
polier. There is no nerd for us to repeat
our arguinents year after year. I koow
that in the good old days, when I had to
work Undur coniractors on 1‘ailw4y construe
tion works, some of the wovk that was put
m owas Pctnm'f but scamp work, Instead of
utling  ir the proper amonnt of cement,
they used to put in as little cement as ther
could. That was illustrated on the Cairns
Railway some years ago. When a tunncl
collapsed there it was found that where
there  should have been 15 or 16
inches of concrete there wers only a few
inches of concrete. | am satisfied that the
Government are doing very well in regard
to buildings; but, of course, they must be
prepared for a larger vote u((‘,ordxngr to the
growth of the State. I we are going to
got up-to-date schools like the hon. member
for Aibert wants, there are only two ways
of getting them-—either by increasing the
revenue or by obtaining loan moncy.

Mr. J. Joxes: Raise the revenue.

A C’)LLI\TS: The houn. member is
vqm‘mnv because we did raise the
revenne and beeanse we taxed some of his
leasehelds, That is the only way in which
we can raise the revenuc, Weo had a revela-
tion by the Secrctary for Put:l.o Works, w huh
indieated that, if hon. members opposit

ot into power, they are going to 1"ofund
£560,000 to their friends the pastoralists
(Interruption.)  Will hon. members deny
that? "The hon. member for Keunedy is only
a small mushroom as compared with the big
mushrooms in the pas‘wral indmtrv He
really docs not count in the pastoral industre.
and his share of that £500,000 will Lo very

I beleng to the

small indeed.
Mr. J. II. C. RoBerTS: You do not know
what vou are talking about.

Mr. COLLINS:
talking about,
any dictation
Pittsworth.

Mr. J. H. C. RoperTts: The Siate
will not pay dividends for years.

Mr. COLLINS : Are all the pastoral proper-
ties cattle stations? Why don’t you rcad the
papers, and see the price wool fetched in
the market the other dav. There was an
increase in values of 5 per cent. Hon, mem-
bers opposite, in the event of their getting
.into power, propose to vefund £500,000 to
the pastoralists.

Mr. J. H. C. RopeaTs: No; we arc going
to make the State stations pay a dividend
of £500,000. You fellows can’t do that.

Mr. COLLINS: Look at what Mr. Fair-
bairn said in the Federal Parliament. He
eaid that privately owned cattle stations are
not paying. (Interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr., COLLINS: I want to congratulate
the Sceretary for Public Works on his splen-
did speech this morning, and on the exnosure
he made in regard to a meeting of the
Country party, because we now know them in

[Mr. Collins.

I do know what T am
and I am not going to take
from the hon. member for

stations
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their true colours, and we know wheve the
money is coming from that is financing them.

Mp. MORGAN (Murilla):
ay Secretary for Public Instruction
a very bitter attack upon myself for
standmg up for the rights of the children
who live in the bush. I accept the challenge
of the Secretary for Public Instruction, and
wish to bring under his notice a case In
my own electorate, and one which he can
investigate if he has not already got the
particulars, This is in respect of the Merawa
school in the uQOﬂ(xl\Ih("l distvict,  This
school was closed, and an application was
made by the muent\ in the lecality asking
that the schonl be reopsned and a teacher
appointed. A letter was received from the
Dopm*m(nt of I’ublic Instruction. signed
by the Minister, stating that, if the parents
w mld guarantes an average a cndan(‘e of
nine, he would reopen the school and furnish
a  teacher immediately. The necessary
cguarantea was entered into by the pmom\

and they seut along a list showing that there
were thirteen (~h11dlen in that district who
wounld attend the school. One child was over
the age of fourteen, but that child would
attend the school two or threc ycars longer
a3 it: oducation had been neglected; two of
the childien would attain the age of five
a. Christmas; but there were thirteen chil-
dren  altogether who would have attended
the school. .

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You are talking about the enrolment.

Mr. MORCGAN: I am talking about the
thirteen  children who would have heen
enroiled and would have attended the school.

The SECRETARY FOR P'UBLIC INSIRUCTION :
It does not mean anything of the sort.

Mr. MORGAN: At present therve are
thirteen childrven in the district who are not
receiving cducation, and those thirteen chil-
dren are prepared to go to school if the
Minister will supply them with a teaches;
but he has refused to supply them with a

Harlier in the

teacher.  Does the hon. gentleman deny
that ?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :

I do deny it.
At 3.26 p.m.,

Mr. ¥. A. Cooper, one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr., MORGAN: Yet the hon. gentleman
says that the children in the country are
receiving education.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We have no control over one child., and
two were under the age until Christmas,
and one is outside the area. That reduces
your thirteen to nine.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. genticinan is
taking advantage of the fact that one child
is over the age of fourteen. That child
has received very little education, and is
prepared to go to school.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We know nothing of that.

Mr, MORGAN : That child has bern placed
on the list, and the other two children are
prepared to go to school although they have

not reached the age of five yecars. In the
towns children go to school before they

reach the age of five years.

The SESRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
No; only to the kindergarten schools.
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My, MORGAN: They mar not be placed
on the roll, but they go to school before
they reach the age of five.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is not the enrolment that we are dealing
with,

Mr. MORGAN: The hon, member for
Dalby tells me that one of his children went
t1 school before the age of five, and seme

of my own children have gone to school
before they were five.  The Minister is
only quibbling on  the matter. The

point is, that there are thirtcen children
there prepared to go to school, and the hon.
gentleman endeavoured to make the Com-
mittee believe that wherever there are nine
children he is prepared to establish a school,
There are thirteen children at Merawa who
arc not getting any education at all, and
the Minister turized them down. That is
not the only case. There are other cases
ia my own clectorate, but I admit that the
attendance did not average nine, but in the
country, owing to the distances the children
have to travel, it is very difficult to get
them to go to school.

Mr. BRENNAN: Are they not visited by
an itinerant teacher?

Mr. MORGAN: No. In this case they
were promised that thev would be placed
ont the correspondence list; but that is no
use unless the parents are prepared to take
an interest in their education. There are
thirteen children who are prepared to go

to that schocl. The Minister

[3.30 p.m.] asked the people if they would

guarantee an attendance of nine
children, and they wrote back and said
they would guarantee that. They also
poitited out that there was a good home
available for the teacher within a mile and
a-half of the school, but the Ministcr furned
that case down. If the Minister gives it
further consideration, I think he will be able
to grant that school.

Mr, RIORDAN (Burke): I have no criti-
cism to make against this department in
regard to my own parish pump.” (Laughter.)
I have been very suceessful in regard to my
own_electorate.  Where schools were badly
needed I have always found the department
very sympathetic. When going through my
clectorate at the beginning of the year I
found a school at Julia Creck which had
been built for the accommodation of thirty
children. The population is growing so much
as to warrant a new school, and a report was
made on the matter, and there was no diffi-
culty in getting the new school established.
That has been the experience all through the
Burke electorate, probably because, as an
hon. member suggests, they had a very pro-
gressive member.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. RIORDAN: The public buildings at
Hughenden and Richmond are in need of
repair owing to the white-ant menace. I
pointed that out to the department, and some
improvements have been made to the police
court at Flughenden. I understand that the
person who reported on the matter stated
that the white ants had not eaten right
through but were playing havoc with the
building from the outside. I suppose that a
careful examination was made by the depart-
ment before the improvements were gone on
with, but it would have been good business
if a new building had been erected. In
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places like Hughenden and Richmond where
buildings are subject to the ravages of white
ants it would be a good thing to have rein-
forced concrete buildings., I do not know
whether anything has been done at Richmond
lately, but the public buildings there need
attention, and prompt action may save the
department a good deal of meney. We know
that, wien the white ants attacks & wooden
building, it is not long before it begins to
crumble to the ground. I would also point
out to the Minister the necessity for supplying
lockers 1o the different police quarters for the
men to keep their clothes in, as, if they are
allowed to hang on the walls, they get dirty
and into a state of disrepair. It will not be
a big expenditure, but it will be a very great
convenience to those concerned. and will be
much appreciated. The Opposition continu-
ally criticise the Works Department and cry
out about the state of disrepair of some of
the school buildings, but it must be remem-
bered that the Government have only been
in office for about seven years. Ion. mem-
bers opposite sing cne tune here, but they
play a different tune altogcther on the public
platform. They charge the Government with
wasteful  expenditure. What was the
experience of every district during the reign
of the previous Government which was sup-
ported by hon. members opposite ?

IIon. J. G. APPEL: Prosperity and progress,

Mr. RIORDAN: It was impossible for a
T.abour member to get a school erected in his
district. This Government give more con-
sideration. The schools in electorates of hon.
members opposite should not be in such a
state of disrepair, as it is only seven yecars
since they left the Treasury benchss. North
Queensland was neglected in this regard by
the previous Administration, and something
should be done for districts in the far North
before building new schools in and around
the cities. I do not complain about the cities
getting their fair share, but I complain of
children in the country having to go 10 miles
to school, while in Brishane pcople have
schools within a few hundred yards of their
homes.

Hon. J. G. AprEL: I am with you.

Mr. RIORDAN: That is not onc of the
faults of this Administration; it is the fault
of the Administrations which were supported
by hon. members opposite which kow-towed
to those who held the strings during their
term ¢f office. We can ail be fair in this
regard. The hon. member for Murrumba
asked that the vote be doubled, but he will
be the first, if the vote is doubled, to point
out the extravagant expenditure of the Go-
vernment, On almost every vote which has
been discussed on these Kstimates hon. mem-
bers opposite have said they would be pleased
if the vote was doubled. The only vote they
did not say should be incrcased was the vote
for “ Outdoor Relief;” but before the close
of the discussion on that vote, from the way
they were talking, T thought that hon. mem-
bers oposite were going to move for an
increase, which would have had my support.
I do not think that any district has reason
to complain, in regard to the need for and
condition of public buildings, of the attitude
taken up by the Department of Public
Instruction and the Department of Public
Works. We all know the camouflage and
smolte-screen that the Opposition try to pull
over the Government. In one breath they

Mr. Riordan.]
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cendemn the Government for reckless expen-
diture, and in the next breadth they ask
for the vote to be doubled. I am one who
will always stand behind the children getting
the best scheols and the best comfort that
the Department of Public Works can give
them. In all cases when I have approached
the Department of Public Works for im-
provements and school facilities I have
alwavs received a sympathetic and practical
answer from the Minister.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda):
T would not bave risen again but that the
hon. member for Murilla made further
vemarks in connection with schools in lis
clectorate, and I want to put the facts of
the case before the Committee.

Mr. VowLEs: Wait until we get to the
Iistimates of your department.

The S{ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. gentlemsn knows
that we will not get there, and I am uot
gsing to let this opportunity pass without
making a reply.

Mr. Vowres: You should discuss
we are dealing with the Estimates
department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The hon, member for Murilla
made a statement, and I am going to m'x]\e
a reply. T do not usually take up much
time_when I speak, but the hon. member for
Biurilla was given certain liberty to bring
certain matters before this Committee, rmd
1 fecl sure, Mr. Cooper, that you will give
me the same liberty when making my reply.
With regard to the Merawa school, which
was closed on 22nd June last beeause there
were only seven scholars attending the
school, 211 the information has been supplied
to the hon. member for Murilla, In the first
place, ther would not provide accommoda-
tion to the teacher who was there. When
we supplied them with a teacher, they could
not supply the average number of scholars
to attend the school.

Mr. Moreax: There are thirteen children

it when
of youv

there,
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1IN-
STRUCTION There are  not  thirteen

children there at all. The hon. member is
inflating the number.

| Mr. Moraean: The numbers arc on
ist.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The average attendance is
not thirtcen. One child is over the age, two
are under the age, and one lives outside the
2-mile boundary. HEven suppose I allow the
hon gentleman thres out of those four, that
will still block him from getting the average
of thirteen which is necessary. Our experi-
ence, even in the best-regulated school, is
that not more than 80 per cent. of “the
children attend, so that will bring the
attendance down to seven.

Mr. Moreaxn: Did not the
guarantee an attendance of nine?

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Nothing of the sort. There
is no guarantee at all.

Mr. Morean: Yes; they gave you that
guarantee. You have a letter to that effect.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1IN-
STRUCTION: It is a mere statement; it
is not a guarantee. I am going to give
the departmental epranatlon Regulation

[Mr. Riordan.
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15 provides for a minimum of twelve; and
if we have a minimum of twelve, the cost
will work out at £15 per child. If we had
not closed the school at BLlerawa, then the
cost would have been incrcased to £25 per
child. The hon. member for Murilla com-
plained about the school in East Brisbane,
but I can tell him that the average cost
per child in that school would ks from £8
to £3 10s. per year. The hon. gentleman
does not want to cut down the expenditure
in my department, but he will not agree
to anvone bomu taxed to provide sufficient
money to pay for the schools; and yet, at
the same time, he expects to get twice ax
much expenditure in the matter of schools.

Mr. MorGax : There arve thirteen children
there, and rou ought to give them a school.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : There is not an average of
thirteon children. T think I have convinced
the Committee that I have done a fair thing
so far as the children attending that school
are concerned.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): We are getting
away from the vote under discussion, and
scem to be discussing the HEstimates of the
Department of Public Instruction.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Your own colleague started it.

Mr. VOWLES: It was replied to by the
Minister, and the hon. member for Murilla
replied to the defence put up by the Minis-
ter. The Senretary for Public Instruction
told us that the average attendance at one

school was 2.6, but he never told us that
the average attendance at the Merawa
school was thirteen. We know that at

Merawa there are thirteen eligible pupils,
and there is an average attendance of nine,
or possibly ten. At any rate, we will deal with
that when we get to the Estimates of the
Department of Public Instruction, if we ever

do get there. In this connection I was
interested to hear the Secretary for Public
Instruction tell us that we would not get

there,
The SecrRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You will not give me the chance,

Mr. VOWLIES: You told us this morning
that you would not get to yvour [Estimates.

The SecrETaRY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Because you are preventing me from getting
there.

My, VOWLES: We are anxious to get to
the State enterprises, and we would like to
deal with other matters connected with the
Trust Funds; but, evidently, they are going
to be sidestepped. The Minister in charge
of the Department of Public Works spoke
just before lunch to-day, and started io
exp]axn that we as an Oppoutlon were trying
to get him to do certain things. He alzo
said what we would do if we got inte
power. He spoke on the authority of certain
people outside, and said that they were
going to divide up the public funds amongst
certain persons whom he mentioned who are
affected by the recent amendment of the
Land Act. Iet me tell him that I dissociate
myself altogether from those things.

OPPOSITION MEMBFR%- Hear, hear!

Mr, VOWLES: We have our party and
we have our platfmm I do not care what
outsiders decide. I do not care what stolen
minutes are brought into this House, I
suppose they were found on the floor in
the Opposition room; I presume that is
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where the Minister got his copy. Probably
he got it out of the waste-paper basket.
There are individuals whose names are men-
tioned in those minutes who are figuring
in the limelight every day, and I dissociate
mysclf from them.

Hon. W. Forean Suyira: They are your
friends.

Mr. VOWLES: They are not friendly to
me. Some of them hate me more than they
hate the hon. gentleman, and they would
do me harm, politically, if they could. These
men’s names are always figuring publicly,
and I will not take any credit or discredit
for their actions.

Mr. GreEpsox: Didn’t you ask the hon.
member for Townsville to sit on the front
bench with you?

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member for
Townsville is a moember of the Country
party, and he is welcome to sit on the front
bench. 1 consider he is a very fine addition
to our party.

Orpositiox MEwBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: At any rate, the Country
party arc not going to be dominated hy
outside gilded interests.

Hon. W. Fomeax Swmiru: Did they not
convey this information to you?

Mr. VOWLES: If they did, we are not
going to act on it., The time is not far
distant when we will have to throw them off
altogether. We do not want them, and we
will not have them. I know that this has got
nothing to do with the vote under discus-
sion, and I thank you, Mr. Cooper, for the
latitude you have given me in replying to
the statements of the Minister. I mght
Just as well associate hon. members opposite
with certain resolutions which were passed
in Brishane quite recently, and which those
hon. members absolutely dissociate themselves
from. ~ Personally, I think I am quite
entitled to do the same.

Mr. Grepsox: They ave officers of your
organisation.

Mr. VOWLES: The officers of your
organisation are your masters, but let me
tell you that I have got no master. Somo
of these individuals have attempted to cocrce
me, but they fouird they could not do it.

Mr. Duxstax: Idkins and Garbutt are
your masters,
Mr. GrEpsox: The rank and file of the

workers are our mastoers.

. Mr. VOWLES : These individuals are try-
ing to coerce me. They could not do it out-
side, and now they are trying to do it
inside,
_ The vote under discussion relates to build-
ings. If any member of this Chamber
happens to visit the town I represent, be
will do well to look at the condition of the
public buildings there. The courthouse, I
think, was built fifty years ago. '
Mr. Porrock: What is the basis of the
arrangement? You want 75 per cent. of the

portfolios, do you not? (Government
laughter.)
Mr. VOWLES: They say that the hon.

member has been angling for a portfolio,
but I can tell him that he will never get
one. (Opposition laughter.) The Lands
Department, the Clerk of Petty Sessions
‘Office, and all the other offices outside the
Postal Department and the Railway Depart-
ment, are centred in what is known as the

1922—4 1
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Court House building. From time to time,
during the twenty years I have been there,
certain additions have been made. The tim-
ber affected by white ants has been renewed
occasionally; a daub of paint has been put
on the building, or a little bit of a skillion
has been added; but it has got to such a
state that the large number of public ser-
vants who are housed there have to work
under conditions which are absolutely insani-
tary. I remember that some two years ago
Mr. Hardacre, a member of the Land Court,
and formerly a member of the Government,
was in Dalby, and I took him to the offices
and asked him to have a look round. The
Lands Commissioner told him that he had
made representations to his department here
that reasonable conditions for his men to
work under should be provided. I have been
in that courthouse prokably three or four
times a week at different periods, and I have
seen Crown lands rangers and other officers
take up their goods and chattels and go out-
side the court till the court business was
finished and they could resume their work.
The hon. member for Toowoomba knows that
that js so. Mr. Hardacre promised, at a
little reunion that we had, that he would do
everything in his power to represent the case
to the proper authorities, and I natyrally
thought I might have a bit of a ““leg in”
when I brought the matter up now.

Hon. W. Foraay Syite: Why did you not
come to me?

Mr. VOWLES: I would not go to the
office of any Minister of this Government.
T do not want to be accused of coquetting
with the Government, and I do not want to
be publicly accused of putting myself in a
false position as other persons were recently.
I have never been in the office of the Secre-
tary for Public Works, nor the Secretary for
Public Instruction, and only once in the
officc of the Secretary for Railways. 1 do
not want to go where a stenographer may be
secreted.

Hon. W. Foreax SMiTH: You have been
in my office. You were in my office at that
deputation, when the Government rcopened
Wyreema Milk Factory.

Mr. VOWLES: Never.

Hon. W.TForeaN SMITH: Were you not there
that morning ? You ought to have been there.

Mr. VOWLES: No; I was never in the
Minister’s office. I do not want to be
accused of coquetting or of forming coalitions
with the Government. There is only one
thing to be done with hon. members opposite
—lkeep your own place and have nothing to
do with them, cotherwise a false complexion
will be placed upon your actions.

Mr. Grepson: How are you going to
attend to your work?

Mr., VOWLES: I do all my work by
correspondence. If I receive a letter from
my electorate, I send the original to the
department concerned and ask for criticism
or a reply.

Hon. W. Foreax SvITH: Why did you not
write to me?

Mr. VOWLES: I thought the hon. mem-
ber knew that the matter came up at a
dinner at which all the officials of the
department were present. I was one of the
few guests. The Lands Commissioner—who,
I believe, is a friend of hon. members oppo-
site—said he had made representations on
the subject, and we asked DIr. Hardacre, as

Mr. Vowles.]



1250 Supply.

a member of the Land Court, to support
those representations; but whether it was
done or not, the fact remains that the build-
ings are still in the same condition.

Hon. W. Forean Swurra: This is the first
time I have heard of it.

Mr. VOWLES: Probably the representa-
tions were made to their own department—
the Lands Department—and they tell me
that no action has been taken. The hon.
member for Burke talks about the sympa-
thetic treatment he receives from the depart-
ment in the matter of schools, He is a
lucky man. We do not all get the same
sympathetic treatment, even on minor details.
1 have already given instances in this Cham-
ber of how we have been put on the lis
“ When funds are available.” It probably
is because I do not happen to be a Labour
supporter. Hon. members opposite say that
they have very seldom had a request turned
down; I might say that I have very seldom
had a request granted, small as my requests
are. I bclieve that the hon. gentleman d
on one occasion consent to have the bottoms
of some tanks cemented because the water
was running out of them.

The ATTORNEY-(GENERAL :
request.

Mr. VOWLES: What was that?
The ArrorRNEY-GENERAL: A permit for an
art union. (Government laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member never
granted me one at all. T sent him the
original letters and got his reply.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): There is
no doubt that the leader of the Opposition
may have a grievance about the courthouse
at Dalby, but if he is not in a position to
Lelp himself I do not think he should call
other members to help him.

Mr. VowrEs: I would not call on you.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. memb.r did
invoke my aid. 1 appreciate the anxiety of
the Opposition over the statement of the
Secretary for Public Works. I have no hesi-
tation in admitting that I have masters out-
side this House. The people who put me
into Parliament are my masters. We have a
responsibility to the people of Queensland
who put us into this Chamber, and it is our
duty to protect their interests. Why will
the Opposition not admit that their masters
outside are the capitalists? They are here
to protect the big interests outside, even it
they do not care to put that fact in the
front window, as the resolutions which were
read out show.

We hear a great deal regarding the
workers of Queensland. We know very well
that tenders for locomotives, ship-building,
and other important contracts have been
cailed in England and America for Australia,
and Australian tenders came out lowest; and
that was not piecework, but day labour.
When Sir Ross Smith had an accident to his
aeroplane, he said that the finest work was
done in the Ipswich Railway Workshops. On
the other hand, I can give a clear case where
men in the Labour movement—industrialists
—have not played the game, Take the Jon-
daryan State school, where, to my own know-
ledge, the department did not get a fair
“ g0, and the men did not do a fair day’s
work. I have already criticized them. I am
satisfied that they deliberately loafed against
their own interests and the interests of the
Labour Government. But for the last two

[Mr. Vowles.
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years in the Toowocomba district not one
work has gone over the estimate. That is
since there has been a reorganisatjon of the
department. That reminds me of the late
Commissicner for Railways. Hon. members.
opposite gave him an extension of three years,
believing that Labour would last only three
yvears. He was told by the Oppesition to
waste all the money he could on railway con-
struction of the most useless kind. We saw
money wilfully wasted at Chinchilla and
Toowoomba for the purpose of bringing this
Government into disrepute. I say without
hesitation that the heads of departments have
allowed men to do work in their own fashion
without keeping control over them. But now
we have reorganised our industries in such
a way that the men are satisfied. They were
not satisfied before; there was no organisa-
tion. If you left the staff in the office of
the leader of the Opposition withoui control
or somebody to set them to work, what would
happen?

The Department of Public Works to-day
is absolutely in the best condition it has
been in for the last fifty years. During the
last twelve months hardly an estimate was
exceeded, because the men are now getting

back to normal times and supplies

[4 p.m.] are more regular. The Opposi-

tion know that. Vet they say that
we must have the contract system. We had the
contract system exemplified recently in Bris-
bane on that cement mixer which was used
in roadmaking—a steel machine which broke
down under the strain, nevertheless the men
had to keep pace with it. The men did not
have a fair ““spin’ on that job; they were
speeded up all through. No man could last
many vears at that class of work. We know
what the contract system means, The con-
tractor wants to makec the most money he
can out of his contract. What docs he care
about a few men being knocked out? If he
can speed them up, all the bett-r for him.
If he knocks a few out, cthers will come along
and take their places. There has not been
extravagance in this department if we com-
pare it with the Federal Department of
DPublic Works. We hear no complaints from
our opponents about the Federal Government.
A thousand men were put out of work inm
Quéensland through the closing down of the
Canungra sawmills.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerrs: The other day the
Chairman would not allow me to talk about
Commonvwealth affairs, yet he is now allowing
you to do it.

Mr. BRENNAN: The Department of
Public Works here has not been guilty of
the extravagance displayed by the Works
Department of the Commonwealth. The
C'anungra business meant a loss to the Com-
monwealth of £500,000; yet there is never
a word of complaint from our opponents 1
regard to that. The smallest incident regard-
ing schools has been introduced into this
debate. 1 make fewer rcquests for favours
for my electorate than other hon. m-mbers.
The hon. member for East Tcowoomba was
here long before I got into Parliament, and
nothing was ever done for Toowoomba.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperts: He will be here a
long time after you are out of Parliam#nt.

Mr. BRENNAN : If the workers are .st.upxd,
he will be. If the workers want politicians
and not statesmen, let them put them in.
(Laughter.) I could be as popular as the
hon. member for East Toowoomba or the
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hon. member for Pittsworth, who now has no
seat at all. That hon. member is trying to
undermine the unfortunate hon. member for
Cunningham and do him out of his seat. I
do not do that sori of thing.

Mr. J. IT. C. RoBerT: : What you know and
what you do not know would provide suffi-
cient material to write a book of revelations.
(Laughter.)

~Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for
Pittsworth is always making senseless inter-
Jections.  When we are dealing with most
important matters connected with the welfare
of Queensland he interjects sensclessly, and
trics to put off the track members who have
prepared speeches. 1 think the Department
of Public Works might agree to put electric
light on the staircasc leading to the court-
house in Toowoomba. It is a most dangerous
staircase, being very dark, and it would bo &
great improvement to have electric light
placed there. That is the only request that
I have to make at the present time. The
Minister realises that an additional school
is a long-felt want in Toowoomba and has
purchased certain land at Newtown. T +rust
that the erection cf that school will be gone
on with, Toowoomba is one of the most
important centrss in Quecnsland. It is a
growing centre—a progressive centre, It
would be more progressive if ther followed my
advice in big things, )

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackar): A
few points have been raised to which I wish
to make a short reply. The hon. member for
Logan urged the establishment of a rural
school at Beenleigh. No doubt, Beenleigh is a
very suitable place in which to build a rural
school. T will have inquiires mads into that
and the other matter which the hon, member
mentioned,

The leader of the Opposition complains of
not getting anything done in his electorate.
He complained also that ¢'rtain work was
done, notwithstanding that he had not mado
any repiescntations as member for the dis-
trict. It is the usual practice of membors of
this Chamb-r, no matter to what party they
belong, to make representations to the
proper quarter, if they are interested in any
proposition in the way of school buildings,
repairs to schools, or repairs to courthouses,
The Works Department controls the building
operations for all departments. We do not
initiate work, but we decide how and when
work shall proceed. The work to be done
Is limited by the vote placed at the disposal
of the Works Department. Pericdically the
Department of Public Instruction sends along
propositions which are considered by m~, and
the more urgent works are anproved of and
commenced. The same thing holds good -
regard to hospitals and courthouses. The hon.
member for Dalby should have approached
either the Department of Justice or my
department to press the claims of Dalby with
regard to the courthouse.

Mr. Vowres: In this instance the Lands
Department was connected with it.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: If the hon.
gentleman had approached the Lands Depart-
ment or the Department of Justice, it would
have sent me a memorandum asking me to
go into the matter, and, if funds were avail-
able, to do the work. That {s done in the
ordinary course of events. There is nothing
belitting in a member of Parliament, even
if he is the leader of His Majesty’s Opposi-
tion, waiting upon a Minister or an Under
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Secretary.  The hon. gentleman was wrong
in saying that no work had been done in his
clectorat>: £1.400 was spent in his electorate
in connection with school buildings last vear.

Mr, VowLes: Where was that work done—
Warra and Chinchilla? That has been out-
standing for five years.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : I have been
waiting more than [ive years for many things
that 1 have not got yut. The leader of the
Opposition and other members of his party
have suggested that undue discrimination is
made between Goverumental el-ctorates and
Oppesition electorates To clinch that once
and for all, I have had the ficures prepared,
and I propose to give the expenditure on
school buildings. The total amount spent
last yeur was £76,710 6s. 5d. In electorates
represented by Government members there
was an cxpenditure of £39,540 8s. 8d., and in
electorates represented by Opposition mem-
bers, £37,169 17s. 9d. Can anyone cavil at
that expenditure, when it is borne in mind that
there was a difference of only £2,000 in favour
of electorates rapresented by Government
members, and we have two more members
than are sitting on the Opposition benches?
I rccognise that it is the duty of my depart-
ment under this vote to make provision for
children, and, although I am a strong party
man, I do not stand for the victimisation of
innceent little children because of the foolish-
ness of their parentw, If the parents are
foolish enough to retuarn Opposition membors
to Parliament, there is all the more nced for
money for tha education of their children.

The hon. member for Toowong referred
to the question of painting this building.
The leader of the Opposition asked a question
some time ago, and full information was
given.. The hon. member for Tocwong
argued that the cost of painting Parliament
House was unduly excessive. and. that under
the contract. system the amount per ya.rd
would have been less. One must recognise
the class of work on this building. The work
done was better than is usually done in the
ordinary work of painting. There are not
ten square yards of straight-ahead work in
the whole building. There are many rail-
ings, ecte., and various other work which is
difficult to get at. There was a large amount
of burning off, polishing, and varnishing that
is not usually done in ordinary buildings.
The doors were burnt off and filled. The
clags of work done is not the work that is
usually performed in painting. I know the
painting business from A to Z, and I know
that the work performed here was of a much
higher standard of excellence that is usually
performed in painting in Queensland. One
must realise the inaccessible character of the
work, and we must realise that the inside of
this Chamber, with all the embellishment of
plaster work, cost more to paint t_hau paint-
ing a woolshed, with ordinary pine lining-
boards. It is unjust to comparc the prices
unless you compare also the standard of
excellence of the work. I know that one can
get a suit of clothes for probably £4 10s. in
certain ‘“slop”’ shops in Brishane and get
value for the money; but no one would
compare it with a_ well-made suit properly
tailored by a first-class tailor. I admit that
the price for the painting is high, but the
inaccessible nature and difficult character of
the work justifies that expense. The com-
parison was not made on a fair basis.

Mr. Vowres: It was all exterior work.

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: Yes; but
there were railings, veranda posts, and
balustrades, domes, and windows. All that

work is difficult work, and takes more time
to do than such straight-ahead work as paint-
ing ordinary chamfer-boards.

The hon. member also referred to the fact
that the plaster on the Taringa school was
cracked, and said that it was due to faulty
specifications supplied by the department,
That work was done by a contractor nained
Anderson in 1913, long before this Govern-
ment came into oflice. The amount of the
contract was £1,070, and, if the work was
faulty, it was a condemnation of the Adminis-
tration then in power. I am not in a position
to say whether the specification was faulty
or not. Certainly work of that kind should
not be cracked or blistered, I cannot say
what is at fault, because T have not examined
the work mysclf. It may be due to faulty
o1l or faulty material.

Mr. Grzex: That was what the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong said.

How. W. FORGAN SMITH: Yes. If it
is a condemnation of any department or
Administration, it is a condemnation of the
Administration to which the hon. member
for Bulimba belonged.

Mention has been made of the hospital at
Gayndah. The estimated cost of that buiid-
ing was £7.378, and the actual cost was
£7,686 2s. 9d., including extra work in
connestion with sewage tanks and drainage.
The hospital committes asked to be allowed
to carry out a water service, which brought
the total cost up to £8,479 16s. 10d. Tt will
thus be seen that the excess over the estimate
was not due to faulty estimating by the
department. It is worthy of note that this
building is a new type in Queensland. It is
built of reinforced plaster. Three others
have since been erected, one at Mackay, one
at Ayr, and I believe another at Gayndah.
The department was experimenting in this
type of construction, and the excess over the
estimate is nothing to be concerned about or
any reason for condemning the dcpartment.
Since that time I have had a rcorganisation
of the administrative staff of the department.
When this cstimate was made it was the
practice of the architectural draftsmen in
the head office to make the estimates. Any-
ane who has had any experience of building
construction understands that avchitects’
estimates are very often faulty. Architects’
estimates are exceeded every day, as a matter
of course, simply because they are not respon-
sible for carrying out the work. Since that
time I have established a proper costing and
estimating branch, with men skilled in this
form of work, and as a consequence the
estimates are based on more correct data than
was the case in the past. The Gayndah
people will have to bear one-third of the
expense, the same as the Children’s Hospital
was able to gain one-third of the saving on
that building.

It was interesting to hear the leader of the
Opposition repudiate the HFxecutive Council
of his own party. It must be borne in mind
that attending that meeting were represen-
tatives from Northern, Central, and Southern
Queensland, and it cannot be denied that it
is the official executive of the hon. member’s
party. The hon. member for Townsville
attended as a delegate. and did not protest
against anything that the leader of the Oppo-
sition now repudiates.

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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Mz, GreexN: How does the hon. gentleman
know ?

Ho~x. W. FORGAN SMITH : The leader
of the Opposition in his statement repudiated
his junta outside. I was-sorry to hear the
hon. member suggest that Mr. Edkins hated
me as much as he hated him. I am not
awsre that anyone hates me. ITvery student
of human nature must recognise that hate is
born of fear, and, as I fear no one, I hate
no cne. I was also interested in the state-
ment that men like Garbutt and Edkins
would be expelled from the psrty.

Mr. VowLEs: I never mentioned Garbutt’s
name.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: No, you did

not mention Garbuit, but you mentioned
Edkins.
Mr. Vowres: I did not say they would

be expelled.
Hox., W. FORGAN SMITH: VYou inferred
it.

Mr. Voweres: No.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: Tt will be
interesting to see what takes place at future
meetings of the party, and T wish the hon.
member for Dalby all sorts of luck in his
dispute with men like Mr. Hdkins and Mr.
Garbutt.

Mr. Moone: We wish you all sorts of
luck at the next Labour Conference, too.

Hox., W. FORGAN SMITH: I am not
worrying about that.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth):
T awant to make a few comments in regar
to the neccessities of country districts in
connection with school buildings. but I do
not, in any shape or form, wish to be
parochial in my ideas. I want to urge
upon the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment the necessity for putting our sg:hqols
in good order, and the necessity for build-
ing new schocls in districts in which they
are required. Complaints have been made
all round the Chamber that there has been
a reduction in the vote for the Department
of Tublic Works. Last vear the vote was
£205,411, and the amount spent was
£190.073. This vear the amount on the
Tstimates is £202.621, showing a decrease
in the amount that is to be voted for this
department, a certain proportion of which
will be used for the upkeep of schools at
present in existence and for building new
schools. The Minister and his officials know
perfectly well that there are many schools in
country districts that to-day are in a condi-
tion that would lead one to believe that they
are worth pulling down and having new
schools erected in their place. Unfortun-
ately, the Department of Public Works has
to a great extent been stinted by the Go-
vernment in connection with work that has
to be carried out.

Hon. W. Forean Swira: There is an
increase of £80,000 on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Even with that
increase, I still think that the country
schools and country buildings generally will
suffer as against thosc in the larger centres
of population. I do not for one moment
begrudge the construction of public buildings
in Brisbane, Toowoomha, or anywhere else,
provided that we get a fair and reasonable
proporiion spent in the sparscly populated
distriets that we represent, where children
have to travel 8 or 9 miles to school.
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There is in my mind a certain amount of
confusion as to whether I am to interview
the Seerctary for Public Instruction, when
I want a school building or want to have a
school attended to, or whether 1 am to
interview the Secretary for Public Works.
Personally, I take the bull by the horns,
and visit both Ministers, and under those
conditions you have a chance of getting some-
thing done, because, if you can get the
Secretary for Public Instruction up against
the Secretary for Public Works, and then
step in as a mediator or as an adjudicator,
vou have a chance o} getting something
done. Owing to the dilapidated condition
of many of our school buildings, which were
constructed a long time ago, the time has
arrived when we should consider the ques-
tion of floating a loan for the special purpose
of renovating the schools throughout the
State and building new schools. The hon.
member for Albert mentioned that in his
electorate it would cost something like
£10,000 or £12,000 to repair the schools and
build the necessary new schools, and in
making that statement the hon. member was
probably a little under rather than a little
over the estimate of the requirements in
his own clectorate. Every country elec-
torate to-day requires the cxpenditure of
a good deal of money in order to put the
present school building: in a proper condi-
tion. If you go to the schools on the Downs,
and right out in the Western districts, you
will find weatherboard buildings that were
put up many years ago. The weatherboards
have buckled, and the amount of draught
which goes through those schools in winter
time is quite suffizient to cause a serious out-
break of influenzs, pneumonia, or some other
disease to which children are prone to fall
victims, owing entirely to the fact that the
schools are unsuitable—not due to neglect
on the part of the Government, but to the
fact that they do not seem to be ready to
spend the money that is necessary to put
the schools in a safe condition for children
to be cducated in. 1 hope to see within
the next few years a loan floated for the
special purpose of providing school accommo-
dation in country districts where it is needed.

I listened with a good deal of interest to
the remarks of the hon. member for Bowen.
The hon. member seems to think it is his
duty to attempt to cast certain reflections
upon members on this side of the House.
Personally, I think there are a good many
schools that could be built and repaired in
country districts in a satisfactory way by
local contractors, provided that the Govern-
ment would realise that day labour in those
districts is adding to the cost of building.
The hon. member for Bowen, in talking
about day labour, said that he always
insisted on efficicncy. He stated that men
must work, yet I find here an article in
connection with a tour of the North by a
Minister of the IFederal Government.

Mr. Hartiey : What paper are you guoting
from?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It touches abso-
lutely upon the question of day labour. It
reads—

“ The tour of the North by the Minis-
ter for Defence (Senator Pearce) was a
successicn  of  bright incidents, inter-
mingled with some of a darker hue.”

I do not know what the hon. member for
Bowen will say when he realises that so
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cminent a man as the Minister for Defence,

Senator DPearce, looks upon Bowen as one
of those incidents of a darker hue—

“One of the latter was at Bowen,

where, he said, he was a spectator of one

of the slowest exhibitions of loading by

waterside workers he had ever scen.
The men were engaged in loading
quarter cases of tomatoces, cucumbers,

and fruits into the Wyrcema, and it was
a sight to sadden any Australian. No
country on earth, or no indusfry could
be rich enough to maintsin labour work-
ing at such a rate. The cases could have
been handled by arn average fair-sized
boy with case, yet there were two men
in o railway truck, and four more between
the truck and the ship’s sling—a distance
of about 8 feet. Kven then the rate
at which the cases were passed from
hand to hand was slow in the extreme.
The result was that the cargo. which
had been grown by the workers of
Bowen, and which, no doubt, would be
sold to the workers in Sydney and other
ports, had probably had its cost increased
by quite 25 per cent., due to the slow
handling and the attendant delay to the
ship and increased freight raiss. The
fact of the matter is,” concluded the
Minister, ¢ they are practically profiteer-
ing on the workers who consume that
produce.” ”’
At 4.30 p.m.,
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Under
the provisions of Standing Order No. 307,
and of the Secssional Order agreed to by

the House on 30th August, I shall now leave
the chair and make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The TewporiRY CmarRMAN reported pro-
gress.
The resumption of the Committee was

made an Order of the Day for a later hour
of the sitting.

QUESTIONS.

Cost or HOSPITAL AND NURSES QUARTERS,
GAYNDAH.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), in the absence of
Mr. Corser (Burnett), asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

1. What was the estimated cost of (a)
the new hospital; () the nurses’ quartsrs
at Gayndah?

“ 92 YWhat was the actual cost of each?

¢ 2 What amount has been demanded
from the Garndah Hospital Committee
towards making good the cost in exress
of cstimated cost?

“ 4. As the amount demanded for the
construction of these buildings has
already been paid., is it reasonable to
now saddle the commitiee with & large
amount of unforeseen  expeuditure,
especially in view of the fact that the
Government provides the whole of the
cost of buildings and maintenance of the
Brisbane Hospital?

“5. As there is over £140.000 to the
credit of the * Golden Casket’ fund for
hospital purposes, will the Goveriment
make available from this fund an
amount sufficient to liquidate the claim
now being made on the Gayndah
Hospital Committee ?”’
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Honx. W. FORGAN SMITH
replied—

1 (a

(Mackay)

Wstimated cost new hospi- £
tal building, including
water \eu"ce and fire-
place to dining-room ... 6,300
(5) Fstimated cost of nurses

. 1,078

quarters
£7.378

£ s d.
2. Actual cost new hospi-
tal buildings, ete. ... 7,630 2 9
Actual  cost  nurses’
843 14 1

quarters
£8,479 16 10
“The ahove does not include installa-
ticn of eleetric lighring, carried oug
locally at a cost of £140.
“ Note.—Installation of water service
was carried out by the hospital com-
mittee—the actual cost exceeded the esti-

=3

mate and approved amount by £97
7s. 8d

3. £417 bs. 8d.

“4. The approved conditions under

which endowment is granted towards the
cost of orection of hospital buildings
provide thkat such endowment shall be
paid at the rate of £2 to £1 on unsubsi-
dised subscriptions to the hospital build-
ing fund. There is no sound reason why
the Gayndah Hospital Committee should
be placed in a better position in regard
to endowment than any other hospital
cornmittee.  This hospits] it not com-
psrable  with the DBrisbane General
Hospital.

6. This 1s a question of poliey for
the consideration of the Honourable the
Home Seccretars.”’

ExprexpITCRE OX COUNCIL OF
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock—

“ What was the sum expended in con-
nection with the Council of Agriculture
up to the end of June last, and what
has been its cost since then up to date?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
ANID (JSTOCL (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Zacham)
replind—

“The expenditure on 30th Junec last

ACRICTLIURE,

was £2,120 2s. 5d., and from the Tst
July to the 3lst August it was £2475
14s. 1d. I would Lcmmd honourable

members that the
charged  with the investigation of all
such expenditure, and any unwarranted
expenditure would be reported by him
to Parliament.”’ ’

Aunditor-General * is

RerorT oN PraNe CREEXK CENTRAL STGAR-MILL
WEIGHBRIDGE.
Mr. SWAYNE asked the Treasurer—
“If, on application, a copy of the recent
report on Plane Creek Suoar mill weigh-
bridge by the inspector of weights and
measurcs, and any papers in connection
therewith, can be obtained; and, if so,
to whom to apply?”’

The TREASURER (Hon. E.
C'hillagoe) replied—

" The result of the official test of the
weighbridge has already been conveyed

. Theodore,
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Paper.

to the growers’ representative at the mill.
The honourable member may peruse the
papers at the Treasury.”

Pavyent oF Ex-SoLDIERS, BEERBURRUAM
SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba)
Secretary for Public Lands—
“1.Is he aware that ex-soldiers
engaged in the work of clearing up
deserted farms at Brerburrum are only
being paid at the rate of 10s. per day?
“2. Does he consider this a sufficicnt
amount to keep a man, his wife, and
three children in a fair average standard
of comfort?
“ 3. If not, Wi}l he issue instructions
that a rate equivalent to at least the

asked the

sresent  basic wage be paid to such
employeces ?”
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel), in the absence
of the Secretary for Public Lands (ITon. J. H.
Coyne, Warrcgo), replied—

“1 to 3.

Inquiry is being made into
the matter.”

G oY ERNMENT
CERTAIN

ALLEGED INQUIRIES BY
Privare  AFFAIRS  OF
SERVANTS.

M. KI‘JRR (FEnoggira) asked the Premicr—

Is it a fact that the Government
are ha\mrr inquiries made into the private
affairs of certain publie servants who
openly opposed the application to the
Arbitration Court for a reduction of the
basic wage?

“2 Are the members of the Criminal
Investigation Department being used in
this connection, as they were used to
investigate the affairs of the leadors of
past unemployed demonstrations?

¢ 3, Are these investigations being made
with a view to securing cvidence that may
be used by the members of the Govern-
ment’s party, if opposed by any members
of the public service at the next State
clections ?”’

The PREMIER
Chillagor) replicd—
1. No.

2 and 3. See

INTO
PUBLIC

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,

I3}

answer to No. L

ORDERS TO WHICH NO RETTUR:
MADE.
The Clerk having read the ¢ List of Ordels
to which no returns had yet been made,”
My, MORGAN (Murilla): I would like to
ask the Premier without notice—

“ When are we likely to get any infor-
mation rogarding the orders to which no
returns have yet been made?”

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
(/Llllmo.') replied—
I will make inquiries.”

75 FAD) BEEN

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the
table:—
Statsment concerning certain life assur-

ance companies.
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SUPPLY.
gsuMprioNy  of  CoxMITTEZ—JLLEVENTID
ALLOTTED Day
(M, Kirwan, Brisbane, in the
DEPARTMENT OF I’UBLIC
BUILDINGS,
ficn stated—
'Tna* £95,000 be granted f

ehuir.)
Wonr

¢ Build-

1. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): 1
king on the guestion of day labour

4 business was suspended at half-past
4. and I

was quoting from a new:paper
cutting in  roference to -day labour at
Bowen, and to the way it arried out
there by the supporters of the lon. member
for Bowen. We were told in that cutting
that the principal sufferers in  connection

with the mothods adopted in lowling toma-
toes by the wharf luwwpors were the workers
themsclves.  The hon. bor for Bowen
pointed out that he had ro time for the man
who was not c¢ilicient, and he had no time for
the man who would net work. . The hon,
member wanicd o Lao\ what the bosses
doing when men were not doing their
I want to know from the hon. member
for Bewen what his clectors woere doing.
The hon. member hkas often told us here
about his sympathy for the man whe pro-
duces foodstaffs.  He wanis the people to
Lelieve that lhe sympathises with the man
ot the land, vet no remonstrance was made

e

were

by the hon, member for Bowen or any other
hon. member of the Labour party regarding

the day labour principle as carried out in
Bowe One of the growers wrote to the
pepers in Bowen ob]ccuw to the * go slow 7
pxm(,lple that was adopted by the wharf
labourers at Bowen, and thisx was also
brought under the notice of Senator Pearce,
the Federal Jinistor for Defence.  When
Loy found out who the fruitgrower was who
wrote to the paper, the wharf lumpers refused
to load his fruit. Yet the hon. member for

Bowen tells us times without number that
Lo is a sympathiser with the man on the
land.” The time is not far distan® when,

if the hon. member keeps on changing his
views as he does, we shall W\t sce him a
member of the Quecensland Club. The prin
ciple of day labour, which Senator Pearce
saw in cperation at Bowen, is carried out

i1 econhection with the building of schools
in the country districts. Repeat(’llv we see
men engaged at work on count s(’hools

T"L\IIW to walk six or seven miles to Their
work, Thess men naturally require to go
home at the week end, and in order to get
home they have to walk six or seven miles
to the nearest railway staticn and then go
home. On the Monday morning they have to

go seven miles to get to their work agpain,
I say that that only inercases the cost of

our schools. It was never brought home to
me more than it was quite recently when
I had certain additions made to my private
esidence. T had a building put up which
was considerably larger than many schools
built in that district. I had it built under
the contract sys and I got it built for
a little over onc-half of what it cost to
ercet a school 24 feet by 30 feet.

Mr. W. Cooper: State the
it cost vou to build it and
it ccst vou onc-half.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am quite
willing to state the amount if it is of any

amount that
we will see 1f
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inter to the hon. mewmber, but I do not
think it is worth my while to
GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Ah!
Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS: I will simply

say that had two buildings put up for
what it cost the department to put up a
school in my electorate.
Mr. Iawriey: You
humpics put up

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not going
to refer to them as huwupies at all.  They
are not as big as the rcom which the hon.
member for Fitzroy lives in l”l}‘apﬁ, and
thev are not li this beaatifal Chumber
are in at the present time. I live under
different conditions to what the hon. member
for Fitzroy does. I have not gol a beautiful

mean you had two

interior like we have in this Asscmbiyv. but
I am quite happy in my own home. I say
kat the two buildings put up and

th(‘v cost exactly the same as it cost to put
up a school in my clectorate. By adopting

the day labour prizneiple it has cost the
Government a conaiderable swin of money
1 am quite in accord with the hor. member

remarks in regard to
ion. We all know that in conncction
buildings in the larger centres of
h  as l)l‘“ﬁﬂnl‘ Toowoomba,
supervision is good, hut the
on cannot he given to the

for Bowen in his
supoer
with

pepulation

or Wa

wrwick, 41
 supervis
men working on the smedler jobs in country
Jistricts. The result is that we are having
a large sum of money speni cvery year
needlessly for which we get no return. [
hope the Minister will in the future urge
upon the psrty of which bhe a membe
and the Government in which he is a Minis
ter, the nee 1ty for reconsidering the day
Tubour principle as applied to mdl‘ country
schools. I am only appealing for a fair
and re 1501@1)]9 thing. Why should the local
onntracton, who are emincutly fitted to carry
out contr lLtS, and who are prepared to carry
them out, be debarred from carrving out
that work whoen they can do it at consider-
ably less cost than the department? The
(ondltlou applicable to thn work carried
out in the larger centres of lmpulat‘on are
nfinitely different from the conditions in the
Countl, districts. I ned to the speech
of the hon. membsr for Burke, I belive,
as he believes, that it is quite an unreasen-
able thu *hat children in the country
dis asked to walk seven or
ight Why should they be
asl\ed to walk woven oF eight miles to s school 7
It is not a recasonable proposition, and we
must find the accommodation mnccessary to
enable them to reecive an education which
will })(‘l‘mlt them to compete suceess sfully in
life with the children edueated in the larger
centres of population.  Recently I heard
the hon. member for South Brisbane talking

)

about the requirements of a high sghool
on the other side of the river, and T do
not blame him for advocating its claim.

Fio realises, as I realise, that it is absolutely
necessary that the children should lmvo the
%f education it is possible to give them,
alm we cannot O\pert children who have tr
ralk six miles school in the nrortting a-
six miles back m the ovening to be in a
condition to absorh the ‘{nm'»uJon which the

schoolmistrs<s is able to impeart.
Mr. Hanreey: And
the cows too.

after having to milk

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS: The hon. moem-
ber is a member of a party who, knowing

Mr. J. H. . Roberts.]
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probably that they have to milk a few cows
in the morning, nevertheless savs, ¢ Let them
walk six or seven miles to school. It will not
hurt them.” Will the hon. member say that 1t
takes more out of the children to milk half
a dozen cows than it does to walk six miles to
school? Not on his life, nor could he prove
it if he did. Rather than interject the hon.
member would be well advised to keep quiet.
The department must realise before it is too
late that the schooling of the country children
must receive far greater consideration than
in the past. In Brisbane we probably find
two or three other members acting in con-
junction with the hon. member for South
Brisbane in advocating the same thing, be-
causze they are all more or less intercsted in
the children attending the school in  the
electorate of that hon. member; but in the
country electorates each member has to fight
bis own battle. Jf I want anvthing in my
electorate, or if the hon., member for Bowen
wants anything in his constituency, we have
to fight our own battles, and consequently,
whilst we may be getting fair and reasonable
treatment, it is very difficult to put our casec
as strongly as the hon. member for South
Brisbane and two or three members of
adjoining electorates can put their case. I
know that the Department of Public Instruc-
tion 1s going strong for many projects in
which I believe, and I sincerely hope that
the Depariment of Public Works will realise
the state of the schools in the country dis-
tricts. and that the Minister during the recess
will show that he recognises his duty to travel
in the country districts in order to get first-

hand information.

Now I am going to be parochial. Some
little time ago I made application to the
ITome Seccretary’s Department for ¢ decent
courthouse and police barracks at Mill-
merran, and I was told that no money was
available. Iowever, after a good deal of
talking with the Home Secretary, he agreed
that, if a resident of the district would put
up a house suitable for police barracks and
offices and police court, he would pay the
rent for four or five vears. Millmerran is a
growing district and is going to be a fairly
big township, and the accommodation there
had been the subject of complaint on more
than one occasion by the police magistrate
who tries cases in that contre. To-day we
have better conditions, but that is not dus
to any action of the Department of Publie
Works. but because one of the residents of
the district built quarters suitsble for the
purposc.

I look forward to the time when the
Minister in charge of these Estimates will
make a name for himself by taking in hand
the remodelling and rebuilding of many of
our country schools. T think that £76,000
was spent last year on public buildings of
this kind, of which £34,000 was spent in
couniry districts.

Mr. Guzpson: £37,000.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I thank the hon.
member for the correction. If we are not
going to have more than £76,000 spent this
year on our schools, then when we get on
that side of the House—which is not going
to be very long—we arc going to have a
legacy from this Government which will be
worse than any legacy they received from
the Government they succecded. The putting
of our country schools in better condition
requires the thought of a statesman, and I
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believe the Secretary for Public Works might
make a name for himself if he took the thing
in hand now and did not let it go on for the
next two or three years, only to find that,
whereas many of the buildings which to-day
could be put in order for £100, they will
then have to be rebuilt entirely at a cost to
the State of anything from £500 to £600. In
conclusion, T repeat that I have received
reasonable consideration at the hands of the
Seccretary for Public Works and the Secretary
for Public Instruction simply because I have
put them one against the other and then
insisted upon getting whatever one will give
me.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The hon. member
has gone out of his way to make a cowardly
attack on men who are not here to defend
themselves. As the representative of the
Bowen waterside workers, of whom I am
very proud, I take the opportunity to reply
to that attack. The hon. member gave us
a quotation from a newspaper of zomething
which Scnator Pearce is supposed to have
said about their * going slow.” At the time
I replied through the Press to Senator
Pearce. At that time they were handling
frutt particularly, and the hon. member for
Windsor and the hon. member for Bulimba
know that it would be quite casy for them
to destroy that fruit by rushing and dumping
down the cases and breaking them. Quite
recently I saw that complaints had been made
about the condition in which fruit had
reached Sydney; but thcse waterside workers
had duc regard to the interests of the workers

on the land and handled the fruit in the
way in which it should be handled. The hon.
member said that some farmer had com-

plained about the way in which his fruit had
been handled, but I would like to tell him that
there is more than one farmer or fruitgrower
in and around Bowen. Consider-
ing that from 1st July, 1921, to
30th Junc, 1922, over 150,000 cascs
were shipped from Bowen and T heard no
complaints about the slow methods of the
waterside workers at Bowen in connection
with their handling of that {ruit. it docs not
do credit to the hon. member for Pittsworth to
make the same kind of cowardly attack as
was made by Scnator Pearce. The waterside
workers knew Senator Pcarce when he be-
longed to the Labour party, and I have no
doubt that they resented very much the
action taken by him in deserting the Labour
party and joining the Nationalist party. No
doubt, when they saw him, they ‘‘ threw off
at him a bit. I suppose he was sitting in a
deck chair locking down upon the men who
made it possible for him to oceupy that chair.
He ought to have been ashamed of himself
to make an attack upon men who are doing
such useful work as is being done by the
waterside workers at Bowen. The waterside
workers at Bowen have the confidence of the
farmers round about Bowen. They handle
not only the fruit grown by the farmers
round about Bowen, but all the sugar which
is grown on the Inkerman Fstate. and that
which comes from the Proscrpine Mill. They
do work which is a credit not only to Bowen
but to the whole of Queensland.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): On every
occasion this vote is the subject of a good
deal of comment. The Minister—who at one
time, I believe, was a contractor—himself
recognises that the time has come, particu-
larly in country districts, when the contract
system should be given a trial. In numbers
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of cases the men on the land—returned
soldiers _in some instances—could put up
schools if we allowed them the opportunity
of building the schools on contract.

Mr. W. CoopEr: Give them the opportunity
to practise?

Mr. EDWARDS: It is not a matter of
their getting practice. They are as good
carpenters as you can pick up anywhere.
Government members are continually talking
about contractors sweating their men. That
does not enter into this question. These
settlers would be only too pleased to take a
contract to build these schools, I maintain
they could be built at a great deal less cost
than is the case to-day. The day-labour
system is largely responsible for the deplor-
able condition into which the Works Depart-
ment has got in connection with the build-
ing of country schools. I have here a letter
from the secretary of a school committee
relating an experience that is typical of
many that come under my notice in different
country districts—

“ For a number of years the committec
has been asking the Education Depart-
ment to build a new school at Meme-
rambi. We have had promises at times,
but it has always stopped at that.

“We would like your valuable assist-
ance in this matter. If the DMinister
were coming to this district shortly we
could arrange a deputation, or perhaps
a personal interview on your part might
do some good.

“The school has been built about
twenty years. The walls are hardwood
weatherboards, undressed, and the wind
simply whistles through them. The roof
is leaky, and when it rains there is not
a dry inch in the school. .

“There are fifty children attending at
present.”’

Hon. W. Foreax Suith : How did you per-
suade a clerk in the Department of Public
Instruction to give you a copy of certain
papers?

Mr. EDWARDS: I challenge the Minister
to correct that statement. I say that it is
not correct.

Hon, W. ForeaN SmiTH: Didn’t you go to
My. Vizer one day when he was dealing with
certain recommendations of his department
to mine and ask him for a copy of them?
And when he refused to do it you said, ** You
might as well give me them, because I will
get them, anyhow.”” Then you asked a ques-
tion in the House about it.

Mr. EDWARDS: I say without any hesi-
tation that that is not correcect.

Hon. W. ForeaN SmitH: It is correct.

Mr. EDWARDS: It is not correct. The
Minister is only inventing that to try and
stop me in this House. On every occasion
on which I have risen in connectiocn with this
vote he has given one of those “ soap-box”
speeches of his afterwards. I am going to
make him give another to-day before I finish
with this. ~I have the greatest respect for
the officers of the Department of Public
Instruction. I have so much respect for the
Minister in that department that I would not
attempt to do a thing like that. 1 know
that the information would not be given to
me, and I would not ask for it.

Hon. W. Foreax Swmite: You asked for
it, all right.
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Mr. EDWARDS: I never did. We have
had promises made at times that the work
would be done, but it has always stopped at
that. The Works Department is getting so
far behind that it will be impossible to
catch up unless the matter is taken in hand
sericusly and at once. For years past many
schools in my distriet have been asking con-
tinually for repairs, Certain districts are
advancing rapidly, and education is required
for the children of the pcople. This is par-
ticularly so on soldier scttlements. Take the
case of the Burrandowan school for the chil-
dren of the soldier settlers. At the end of
last year that work was recommended by the
Worlks Department, but I do not think that
the school has been started. Children in the
city have such facilities for travelling that
they can get about and receive education
without very great difficulty; if they cannot
get it at one end of the city, they can go to
the other end. In many country districts
the parents of the children are simply driven
away to other districts, because they cannot
get the education their children require. The
day-labour system is not solely responsible.
There must be co-operation between the
Department of Public Instruction and tf,he
Department of Public Works in connection
with this matter. Tven after the Minister
has recommended that certain works be car-
ried out, sometimes months elapse before
the work is put under way. When work is
recommended in a country district it should
be carried out at once. Hon. members must
realise that, when children at the age of
ten or twelve years lose a year’s education,
their education is practically ruined. Parents
went with their children to the Burran-
dowan district, and they have advocated the
building of a school ever since they went
there. If it was not for this red-tape day-
labour system the department could say to
the men in the district, ¢ Give us a price
for putting up a school,” and the men would
be able to put up that school at a very low
cost.

My, HartLeyY : A bark humpy.

My, EDWARDS: There are just as good
men reared and educated in a bark humpy
as the hon. member.

My, Hamtoey : That is no argument V&_"}}}‘
they should continue to erect bark humpies.

Mr. EDWARDS : It is better that children
should be educated in bark humpics than
that they should receive no education at fxll.

Mr. Hagriey: I am talking about putting
up bark humpies for schools,

Mr. EDWARDS: There is no such thing
as bark humpies for schools.

Mr. Hammiey: There used to be under
your (Government,

Mr. EDWARDS: Unfortunately, T have
never had a Government. I hope that when
I am sitting behind a Government 1 shall
be able to help to carry out the work of
educating the children in country districts
a bit better than this Government have
done. T am sure that the Minister will
agrec that there has not becn the amount
spent in country districts by this Govern-
nient that was spent by past Governments.
All the schools in my district were built
by past Governments. The Minister must
know that it is neccssary to continue to erect
new schools and to repair the old ones. We
know that in many instances the teachers
cannot get a place to reside in, and some

My. Edwards.!
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teach:-vs have to travel six or soven miles every
morning to school. That state of affairs
should not exist, I know of districts where
the people have advocated the building of
teachers’ residences for years past, and they
have always been told that 1t was no uss
advocating that, because the work would not
be y out. Ther were told that the
work of constructing schools was too far
behind.

Mr, W. Cocper: Quite right.

Mr. EDWARDS: Does that not prove
that it 1s necessary for the department to
shake itself up and put in hand the work

ilding new schools and repairing old
lieve the Secretary for Public
s always sympathetic,

RMAN: Might I suggest to the
hon. member that he defer his remarks on
that matter until the Committee reaches the
¥stimates in connection with the Department
of Public Instruction?

Mr. KDWARDS : I believe that the Secre-
tary for Public Twostruction has got the
interests of the children at heart, and that
he makes every effort to have the schools
completed, In the different districts he has
isi he has recommended in many
ingtancos that the work be carried out, but
there alwarys seems to be some trouble with
the Departmeni of Public Works. They do
not scem to be able to get the work in hand
in a way to cope with the educational
facilities required by children in the country
districts.

Mr. DasH: The delegation was responsible

for that,
EDWARDS: If there ever was a
threadbare and old suggestion, it is the =sug-
citioir about the delegation. Anvone with
y ** top-piece 7 at all would look for some-
thing new. If the Minister requires any
further proof of the want of buildings, I
shall be pleased to supply it.

Hen, W, Forean SmirH: It is not a ques-
tion of proof; it is a question of funds. We
can only spend the funds allowed. I do not
intend to exceed the Iistimates,

Mr. EDWARDS: I am very pleased the
inister has stated that. Does he think that
, when we can get schools built at
a lower cost than v are built by the
departrzent, that he should stick hard und
fast to the policy of day labour when
insufficient funds arc available?

Hon. W. Foreaxn Sy1Tei: The buildings
could not be constructed in the same way at
a lower coit.

r. EDWARDS: They could. Would it
not be better to stretch the matter a little
in the interests of the children of this State?

Ay, WINSTANLEY:
quangity.

Mr., MooORE:

And sacrifice quality for

Nonsense !

AMr. EDWARDS: All the suggestions and
insinuations about contractors being dis-
honest should be cut out. I am satisfied that
nearly every contractor, particularly those
in the carpentering line who are able to
build country schools, were at one time
working men. No one would be correct in
saying that thex arve dishonest, They will
carry out the work according to specifica-
tions, and if they do not, it is casy for the
Ministor to compel them to do so

Mr. W, CooPEr: It is not easy.

TMr. Edwards.
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Mr. EDWARDS : The hon. member scems

to know a good deal about it. He must
have some insight into the matter,
Hon. W. Foreaxy Symve: Did the hon.

member see what the DRMetropolitan Water
and Sewerage Board engincer said about the
matter? He said that if the pipes were put
down under contract he would require an
inspector at cach joint.

Mr. EDWARDS: He
opinion of mankind.

21r. HaRTLE He has a very keen know-
ledge of mankind,

Houn. W. FORGAN SMITH:
capable engineer.
EDWARDS : He possesscs an incorrect
ssion,  But that inatter 1s altogoether
different from building country schools, A
man in the eountry distriets might have a
travelling plant, and he is able to saw his
own timber and put the school up. Tt is
easy to inspect the building to see that it is
constructed according in the specifications.
I hove that the Minister will not allow the
children to lack educational facilities for ihe
salte of the hard-and-fast policy of day
labour against the contract stem.  He
knows that scheols will be erec in half
the time under the contraci system. I have
Leen a contractor myself, and I know some-
thing about it.

Mr. W. Cooprr: Ah!
was something behind it.

Mr. EDWARDS: At one time T was pre-
paved to put up a fence against any man
within 70 miles of mx district.

Hon., W. Forcan SiiTH:

has a very poor

He 1« a very

I thought there

The small con-

tractor starts work ve carly in the
morning. e does not work an eight-hour
ay.

X EDWARDS: Exact Does not the
Minister now prove that it would be better.
in the interests of the children and the people
in the country districts, that they should be
given an opportunity to erect schools?

Hon., W. Foreaxy Surtu: We believe in
working an eight-hour day and paying award
rates. -

Mr. EDWARDS: That
to establish a hard-and. fs rule like thar
is carrying it too far. Very often men are
sent hundreds of miles to do a small job,
when men could be obtained in the locality
to do the work: but they do not get the
work because they do not belong to a union,
or something like that. That is carrying
the thing too far. Anything at all would
be better than allowing our boys and girls in
country districts to go without education.

Hon. W. Foraany Swrra: As I stated this
morning, I gave instructions two years ago,
in connection with small jobs in remote dis-
tricts, that if the local school committees
will get the work done we will give them
authority to do it.

Mr. EDWARDS: T am pleased that the
Minister has realised that it isx necessary.
under certain ccenditions, to have the work
done bz contract. I appeal to hon. members
sitting behind the Government to do some-
thing for the children in the backblocks.

Mr. CoLrLixs: You do not represent the
backblocks. The backblocks arc represented
by members on this side.

Mr. EDWARDS: I{ the hon. member
comes to my electorate. I will guarantee fo

is all right, but
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ivse him in twenty-four hours, and he will
never be found again unless he is found by
the Lubour party. Once again, I appeal to
hon. members opposite to do something for
the children in country districts, and by
doing so they will be assisting to keep the
parents on the land, and thereby helping to
develop the State, and it needs developing
very badly.

Mr. HARTLEY {Fitzroy): 1t certainly
makes one smile to hear the complaints from
the Opposition benches about the school
accommodation that is provided now.
Everybody knows that the neglect of pre-
vious Administrations 1 the matter of pro-
viding schools in outside areas was notorious.
In Brisbane areas like Windsor and some of
those  places, they certainly built fine
palatial schools, but 1 do not think any
sovernment in Australia so neglected the
outside areas in the matter of school accom-
modation as the Denham Governmens and
previous Administrations, As regards the
complaints about the distances which chil-
dren have to travel to school being great,
where the facilities for attending schocl are
few, there is no greater example of that
than is to be found in some of the Northern
clectorates represented by members on this
side. Take the electorate of the hon. mem-
Ler for Gregory, or the electorate of the
hon. member for Burke. You could put
half a dozen of these so-called ““ cocky ”
electorates into those electorates.

Mr. T. R. RoBerts: The members for
those constituencies have said that they have
done verr well.

Mr. HARTLEY: Ther have done very
well because of their owr. keenness and. their
'n efforts.  Thev have done very well
without the assistance of the department.
Although the department has given more
facilities than were given in the past, the
men in North Queensland, and the men in
the outside areas in Central Queensland, had
sufficient intcrest in their children, and were
sulliciently generous and broad-minded to
provide school facilities long before it was
nicessary for this Government to put their
policy into foree. "he trouble is that the
“eow-rarky” wants a school put up right

iinsl  his  cow-bail, so that, when hi
children have finished milking the cows,
they can go to the school, and so comply
with the provisions of the Lducation Act.
I do mnot

. uppose that oven that would
satisfy some of the constituents of hon,
members opposite, but, fortunately, that

class of man is becoming fewer.

Mr. 2IocreE: ¥le does not exist af all,
©xecept 1n your imagination.

HARTLEY: I will give a specific
¢ to show that he does exist. The
hon, member for Pittsworth is one, and the
hon. member for Nanango is another, who
have complained abous the distances children
have to walk to schcol. That is not the
treuble.  They are not worrving themselves
about the youngster tiring himself too much
by walking these long distances. In most
of the country districts to-day the yvoungsters
have a pony or a sulky. The father is in a
sufficiently good position under this Govern-
ment to afford these things, and to enable
Lis children to ride to school: but I know
there are some members opposite, and some
people in the country, who objest to the
time it takes a child to go to school, because
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it means he must be withdrawn f{rom his
work either in the dairy or in the cow-yard.

Vowies: Do those men own motor-

Mr. Moore: The farmers have to work
their children to the bone in order to make
u living now.

Mr. HARTLEY : Does the hon. member
say that, in spite of the fact that the Tory
Government were in power for so many
vears, the farmers have to work their
“ kiddies ’ to the boue in order to make a
living? That is a very seveve libel on the
men the hon. member represents. If the
bon. member thinks there is nothing better
for them than ““ cockying” and cow-faruiing
on thosz lines, and he the manager of a
couple of cheese factorics, then the sooner
he tells them to have nothing to do with
cows the better.

Mr. Moore: I will tell them that if you
continue in power much longer.

Mr. HARTLEY : This is an instance that
I came in contact with myself. At one
time I had a very small business as a work-
ing engineer, and I had a few agencies.

Mr. Vowres: A middleman? (Laughter.)

Mr. HARTLEY: VYes, » middleman. I
was trying to fight the big bosses on the
other side. They pretty well had me black-
listed in Rockhampton, and they fetched
men from as far away s: Swdney with far
less capabilities than I had to do jobs in
Rockhampton, in crder to keep me out, I
do not take back anything I did against the
capitalistic crowd, and 1 do not cry out
at anything they got on me, because I
always got double back on them. But at
this time I had got to the pass that I thought
my only hope was to battle out for myself,
and I worked a few agencies. One of them
was an agency for the sale of milking
machines.  In order to do business I
travelled in the country a bit, and on one
occasion I came to a farm that looked fairly
prosperous. There was a fair house, the
vards were all right, there secemed a fair
number of cows about, and it looked like a
place where I could do business: so I went
up to the door and knocked, and a woman
came out. We commenced a conversation.
is would be about a quarier to 8. 1
asked the woman if there was any chance of
seeing her husband, as 1 was travelling for
various farming implements, and would like
to sell him a milking machine. She said I
could not do any business with them in
milking machines. *“How is that?” I
asked. ““ You appear to have a good
number of cows.” She said, ““ Yes, we are
milking ninety cows.” T uaid, * Tt will be of
great advantage to you to have a milking
machine.””  She said, “We do not need a
milking machine, as we have very much
better machines than you can sell.” I said,
“ What make of machines have you?”’ She
said, ““ These are our machines,”” pointing
to the voungsters in the room. There were
four or five youngsters in the room, from
about 3 feet 6 inches high to 5 fcet high,
and from about five years old up to nine
vears of age. The worsan said, * They arc
far better milking machines than any you
have got.” (Opposition laughter.) She then

turned to the second voungster and sa}id,
“ She is the best milker, and she milks
fourteen cows before breakfast.” T asked,

“ What are they going to do now?” She

Mr. Hartley.]
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said, “ They are going to school now.” A
couple of miles” walk to school would not
have been bad for thos: youngsters if they
had not been up two or three hours in the
early morning milking those ninety cows
before breakfast. One of the big complaints
that these men have against this Govern-
ment with regard to school buildings is
caused by those conditions. They practic-
ally want the schools to be put up against
the cow-bails, so that the youngsters can
go from the cow-yard into the school.
The hon. member for Pittsworth said that
ke had built two houses which only cost
as much as one school in his district. What
sort of aun example is that to give? We
have no idea what sort of houses they were.
They might have been humpies. We have
no idea of the class of labouver cmployed
upon them—whether they werve built by
Chinamen,  blackfellows, tradesmen, or
unionists, or whether the union rate of wages
was paid. An example like that
[6.30 p.m.] cannot be taken seriously by
the Committee. The hon. mem-
ber also went astray in talking about the
cost of everybhing. He said that the labour
cost 1% so high that buildings cannot be put
up in the way they ought to be. IHe
instanced the case of the waterside workers
at Bowen. As the hon. member for DBowen
poinied out, the hon. member for Pittsworth
has forgotten that the question of lab
i+ nof now in the hands of the big shipping
companies, and other factors have come in.
Better conditions have been demanded. The
main object of shipping goods is not to
give profits to shipping companies, but to
et goods to market in a proper coudition
and fit for sale, so that the producirs can
get full value for their labour. That dil
not use to be the incentive before this
Government came into power. 1 remernher
the loading of bananas by use of
tarpaulin slings in the old days. They simply
chucked the bananas in and heaved them
up. They sent the sling down into the hold.
and, when it was coming up, one side of the
eling would Le let gzo and the whole lot
would fall down, with the result that 50
per cent. of the bananas werc destroyed by the
time they got into the ship’s hold. I bave
watched them loading tomatces at Bowen,
and contrasted the conditions with the load-
ing of fruit in the way it used to be done
in the North. At one time they would con-
struct a wooden chute, and the man in e
dray would throw the cases, cither of bananas
or oranges, on to the top of the chute—it was
sometimes a gangway or a flat board—and,
if they fell off the side and were broken
to pieces, it did not matfer; the grower
got no compensation. That is the reason why
the fruit is handled at Bowen so cacefull)
at the present time. What the hen. member
for Pittsworth has not mentiozed 1is than
the officers of the cruiser * Melbourne”
testificd that that boat was loaded with coal
in record 1lime at Bowen. Put that up
against the statcment of ¢ Jemima * Pearce
with regard to the watcrside workers and
soe who is likely to be believed-—the man
who is responsible for the loading of the
“ Melbourne,” or  Jemima ” Pearce who
sat in hiz chair and watched the loading.

iy

Then let us consider whether the cost of
work has increased beyond bounds, and
whether the falsely alleged * go-slow”

methods of the unionists are affecting the
position at all.  In the old davs when
they used to take timber and other material

[Mr. Hartley.
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t5 Rockhampton, there was a lighter service
down the river. The waterside workers
were picked up on the wharf. They went
down in the lighter. They were paid for
one trip—either the trip down or the trip
back—but only onc way. If the steamer
vas delayed in getting fo the Bay for half
a day, or if they had to come back swwithout
loading the ship at_ull, they were not paid
for the ien or twelve hours wasted in the
Pav., It is that state of things which has:
led to the conditions now imposed by the
unionists in order that fhey may have a
fair deal. They should be paid from the
time they leave their place or reach the suup
to do work for their employers.

I wish to speak about the item in con-
noction with the Parliamentary Buildings. 1
had the privilege the other day, at the
invitation of Miss Marshall, the manageress
of the refreshment-room, of going through
the kitchen and paniry upstairs. 1 congratu-
late the department on the very fine new
cooking range that has been put there. Of
course, a man’s province does not extend to
the litchen—that is a wplace he gt nerally
keeps out of. (Laughter.)

Mr., MOORE: The supply of hot water does
hot scem to be good. Somebody scems o
have made a mistake.

Mr. HARTLEY : If a man was cmployed
who understood the use of the apparatus i
would be a very handy thing, but it is a little

bit ahead of what they require in this
building.

Vr. MOORE: They canuot get the hot
water.

Ay, HARTLEY : Anyone who understand=
ithe arrangement can get hot water. I am
of opinion that in installing the hot-water
heater and steam cooker they have over-
looked the fact that it is a steam boiler.
and anything that carrics a pressure of 20
1b. to the square inch requires a quahﬁ?d
attendant. It is not an apparatus that should
be looked after by females or an ordinary
housekeeper, unless they have had a qualify-
ing course in a boiler attendant’s duties. It
s remarkable that the atteudants were
required for such a leng time fo do duty
with the old range.- There is still room for
improvement. The sinks in the kitchen and
the wash-up room adjoining ar> _merely
wooden troughs lined with zinc. It is quite
time the Government realised that it would
save labour by providing up-fo-date cnamei
«inks. The Minister might take that matrer
into consideration and have enamel i
installed. The next thing I want to refer
to is the lift which brings the crockery and
victuals down from the kitchen to the dining-
voom floor, which is absolutely out-of-date.

Mr. MoRGax: Why not do away with the
refreshment-room altogether? It dowvs not
ay.

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not in favour of
doing away with it. I think that, when hon.
members are compelled to remain here fromn
10 o’clock in the morning until balf-past 10
at night, they arc entitled to have meals
provided at a small charge. 1 think that
the amount now charged for meals Is too
high, and it ought to be reduced. I do not
care whether the refreshment-room shows a
credit balance or not; hon. members ought
to Lo considered in that regard. I.hope
that the DMinister will take into considera-
tioy the out-of-date class of lift between the
dining-room and the kitchen, which has to
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be hauled up and down by a rope. The
waifresses are on duty for long hours, and it
i~ very hard for them to be always on their
foet, and the least we can do is to provide
them with an up-to-date clectric lift, so that
their work will be lightened in that respect.
{ hove that the Minister will have this
attended to without delay.

Mr., RIORDAN (Burke): I would like to
vefer to remarks made by the leader of the
‘Opposition, and I would also like to give
credit to the department, where credit is due.
By some stretch of Imagination the hon.
member seems to blame Government mem-
bers for th» neglected condition of the court-
house at Dalby. I do not know how he is
going to hold us responsible for that. That
courthouse was built fifty yecars ago. The
hon. member was returned in 1911, and he
st behind the last Government for four years,
and surely to goodness he could have prevailed
on that Government to do something in regard
to this matter. He said that the present
Government has had a coat of paint daubed
©on the building here and there. I suppose
that was even more than was accomplished
by the Government that the hon. gentleman
supported. Previously Dalby was rvepresented
for years by the Secretary for Public Lands,
the late Hon. J. T. Bell. Surely, the court-
house cannot he in such a deplorable state
when we have had two such gentlemen as the
leader of His Majesty's Opposition and a
Ministor of the Crown representing the place
for years! I do not doubt the hon. mem-
ber’'s word when he talks about the accommo-
dation and need of repair at the courthouse.
I was in Dalby two or three years ago and
I do not think the courthouse js suitable for
a town like Dalby. Still, there are places more
deserving than Dalby which require public
buildings, mostly owing to the neglect of past
Governments. During the past seven years,
as every member of the Committee knows,
the cost of material has been very high, and
the departmental officials tried to avoid going
on with big costly jobs while those high costs
oxisted: but, if the Dalby courthouse is in
such a statc as the hon. member indicates,
they would have had it rectified. I am sure
that the Government do not want to see their
officials working under the conditions des-
cribed by the hon. member for Dalby, who
stated that the officials had to pick up their
papers when a sitting of the court is being
held and go out into the pasasge to write
their repores, If that sort of thing prevails
in Dalby, it is not to the credit of the leader
of the Opposition. I hope that the Minister
will see that the workers at the Dalby court-
bouse have deccent accommodation. A good
deal has been said about the supposed advan-
tages of the contract system over the day-
labour system, hon. members opposite claim-
ing that the contract system is the better.
T have scen a fair amount of work done
under both systems. I remember when the
Etheridge Railway bridges were built under
the contract system and I saw them rehuilt
later under the day-labour system. The
raillway was built by contract as far as
Einaslcigh, and in the first storm most of
the bridges were washed away. What the
floods did not complete the first vear so far
as washing away the bridges was concernsd
they certainly did the second year, as they
were all wiped out. The railway cngineers
then reconstructed the bridges und:r the day-
labour system, and they have stood the test
of all the flocds ever since. In fact, they
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have stoed the test against bigger floods
than those which washed away the previous
bridges. The Babinda State Ilotel also stood
the test in the cyclone of 1918, That was a
very severe blow, and the hotel was the means
of saving the lives of the hundreds who were
in the hotel that night. It also acted as a
sort of basc hospital for those whose homes
had been blown away, and who sheltered in
the hotel from the storin. Under the contract
system we know that contractors often scamp
their work., The contract system lends itself
to men trying to make as big profits out of
it as ther possibly can.

My, MaxweLL: We have honest men in all
callings.

Mr. RIORDAN: We all admit that, We
linow that there are honest men among con-
tractors, but I do not know what the test of
honesty is in regard to these men. They
procure the cheapest material they possibly
can to complete their work, and they scamp

their work. The men who work for con-
tractors also take greater risks than men
working under the day-labour conditions. The
hon. member for Toowong stands for the
contractors all the time; in fact, he is a
contractor himself. The hon. member says

that the Brisbane City Council adopted the
day-labour principle for the sho“ing of horses,
but by doing that they only deprived the
blacksmith down the street of a few shillings
a day. The hon, member’s illustration of the
blacksmith's shop is a frivolous one. It is
in big undertakings that the day-labour
systern shows out better than the contract
system. At the same time, I admire the hon.
member for Toowong for his consistency in
standing up for the contract svstem in which
he believes. The hon. genfleman always
stands up for the class he represents. He is
not like hon. members opposite who get up
here with their tongucs in their cheeks and
try to claim that they are half-and-half, and
indifferent to this matter, while all the time
they favour the contractor and the profiteer,
who is anxious to make a profit out of the
worker by the contract system.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Kust Toowoomba): 1
was rather struck by the remarks made by
the hon. member for Fitzroy in connection
with certain matters in this building. I was
wondering whether they were in any way
connected with the Department of Public
Works or otherwise. Then there was the
interjection by the Minister in charge of the
Fstimates in connection with the statement
made by the engineer of the Water and
Sewerage Board. If T know anything about
the Water and Sewerage Board, 1 know that
it is a condition of their regulations that the
engineer must inspect the work. I was not
on that job, but I know that the enginecer
vould not close the job until it had been
inspected.

Ton. W. Foraay SaitH : I am not referring
to the work you did. I was referring to the
concrete pipes.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS : The engineer would
be very unwise if he allowed those pipes to
be put together without inspection. The cost
of work, whether done by day labour or con-
tract, is going to be considerably less in the
days to come; so that this vote will go con-
siderably further than a similar amount in
the past. T recognise that, under the redis-
tribution of seats, additional schools will be
brought into the East Toowoomba electorate;
but, if we are not going to get greater con-

Mr. T. K. Roberts.]
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sideration than we have got for a number
of years past, it looks as if the buildings are
going to be somewhat deficient. I got a
promise from the Minister recently that he
would have plans prepared with a view of
doing certain work for the Kast Toowoomba
school if possible. That school is the largest
in the city of Toowoomba and is considerably
overcrowded, as is proved by the report of
the inspector who has been sent out specially
on two or three occasions, and I only hope
that the Minister will be able to give cffect
to the proposal. The Harristown school,
one of the show schools of Toowoomba, has
just been brought into my electorate, and it
al=o requires some work to be done upon it.
It has been brought under the notice of the
Department of Public Instruction, and
referred by them to the Works Department,
and I hope that attention will be given to
the matter. .

I have discussed the question of day labour
versus contract on several occasions, and I
do not_propose to discuss it again to-day. I
recognise that the policy of the Government
is to do their work by day labour. I assume
that they have competent officers, and that
those men are doing their work honestly, and
I am standing by that. I will stand for day
labour if I can get it done more efficiently
than by contract, and under reasonable con-
ditions we should get it done more efficiently,
as I have said before in this Chamber,
because we have to rccognise that the con-
tractor is ocut for a profit. No man takes a
job unless he expects to make something on
it. At the same time I am not going to say
that a man is dishonourable because he is a
contractor.
thHon. W. Forean SwitH: Nobody does say

at.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTYS: The Minister does
not; but it is said, and I think very unchar-
itably and unkindly. The hon. member for
Tcowoomba suggested that an electric light
should be placed on the staircase of the
Toowcomba courthouse, which now comes
into his electorate. I would suggest that,
before he makes recommendations to the
Minister, he should make himself conversant
with the position with which he is dealing.

Mr. F. A. Coorer: The leader of the
Opposition backed him up.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I am not speaking
for the leader of the Opposition. I am
speaking as one who has a knowledge of
the courthouse at Toowoomba. It is two
years since the matter was referred to by me
in this Chamber. I pointed out that a lady
had fallen down the staircase and injured
herself, and following upon that a light has
already been placed on the staircase. (Oppo-
sition laughter.)

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 should like to
refer again to the hospital at Gayndah. My
anxiety arises from the fact that it will be
very hard for the commitiee to provide the
necessary one-third of the £1,100 required
over and above the estimated cost of the
new buildings.

Mr. Grepson: They have to find one-third
of the one-third.

Mr. CORSER: They have to find one-
third of the amount, and they have always
done that, It is interesting to hear hon.
members tallk who represent districts who do
not have to build under present conditions.
Other improvements are wanted at that hos-
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pital. The buildings have been constructed
without provision for an operating theatre,
and it is hoped that both an operating theatre
and an X-ray depariment will be provided.
The necessary funds arc being found by local
people to make up their quota. The hospitai
has the advantage of having a surgeon of
no small repute. In fsct, right throughcut
his career as Government medical officer he
has stood second to none in the class of work
he has undertaken, and when we have in a
country district a man of exceptional qualifi-
cations like Dr. Townley, who has achicved
so much success in the treatment of the sick
and suffering, and enjoys the confidence of
the people over such a wide area, we should
give him every facility for making available
the benefit of the talents with which nature
has endowed him, not only in medicine, but
in surgery.

Mr. GLepsoxN: Why do they not find their
quota of the money?

Mr. CORSER: They are finding it, and
up to the present they have found all the
money that is wanted.

Mr. Hartiey: What are you complaining
about?
Mr. CORSER: Now that the institution

has been built, it is found that a further
£1,100 is required, and the local quota of
one-third is demanded.

Mr. HartLry: You must have known you
would be liable for that.

Mr. CORSER: We knew we would be
liable for these things, but we did not know
what the amount would be. I would like to
asls the Minister what the exact amount is.

Hon. W. ForeaNn Surra: £900.

Mr. CORSER: I am only going on the
figures given to the hospital committec by
the department, and if they are wrong it
is just as well that I raised the point yester-

day, and it is satisfactory to know

[7 p.m.] that thc committee will not be

called upon to find such a large
amount as we expected. I was interested in
the Minister's statement that the improve-
ments to the Gayndah hospital and nurses’
quarters were actually geing to cost £900 in
excess of the estimate.

Hon. W. Forgax Swita: The whole build-
ing cost £71 a square. There arce eighty-
eight and a-hall squares. For a reinforced
building of that kind, £71 a square cannot
be regarded as a high cost.

Mr. CORSKER: I am not referring to
that; I am referring to the excess over the
estimate, one-third of which will have to be
provided by the hospital committee. The
Minister’s reply to my question this after-
toon indicated that £1,100 would be the
amount in excess of the estimate. The hon.
gentleman  contradicted my statement last

night, when 1 said that £1,100 was the
amount.
Mr. Grepsox: The Minister's statement

related only to the hospital, and not to the
nurses’ quarters,

Mr. CORSER: We were speaking of the
whole of the buildings. Last night, when 1
made a statement with regard to the cost
of the hospital, the Minister told me how
far I was out. I now find that my figure was
right. The oxact price was £8.479 6+, 10d.
1 hope that the Government will put aside
some of the £140,000, the balauce of the
proceeds of “ Golden Caskets,”” to cover the
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necessary quota of the extrs cost required
from the hospital committec.

Mr. GLEpsGN: You would not touch that
money, would you?

Mr. CORSER: If the hospital committec
have to find that amount, it will prevent the
mouney being used in other essential work,
such as providing an operating theatre.
Hon. W. Forgax Smire: I find that there
was a credit that had not been taken into
account when giving a reply this afternoon.
The net figure is £998 on the two jobs, oue-
third of which will be £332.

Mr. CORSER : Then the hon. gentleman’s
stateinent to the hospital commitiee was nob

correet, and his statement this afternoon
was not correct. However, I accept his
apology. (Laughter.)

Hon. W. Foreaxy Surri: I am merely

putting you right.

Mr., CORSER: If I am wrong, it is on
the information I got from the hon. gentle-
man and the letters which were received
by the institution. Although some hon. mem-
bers on this side might not believe 1t, 1
believe that the Minister would have
divulged the right figures before the hospital
committee were called upon to pay. Whilst
I have not very much to complain about in
regard to educational facilities and improve-
ments to schools in my district, there is a
certain number of schools that still want
enlarging. In the summer months in the
small schools the heat is excessive, and being
out-of-date buildings the lighting and ven-
tilation are not of the best. I hope that the
department will speed up in regard to pro-
viding better factlities for teaching children
in country districts, and will make the neces-
sary improvements to cnable the teachers to
have the necessary comfort essential in
giving the children the education that they
need. I hope the department will go on with
those matters.

Mr. HaRTLEY: We will keep on going on.

Mr. CORSER: The Government have not
very long to go. They will keep on going on
as soon as the elections are on.

A GoveryMENT MeMBER: When will that
be?

Mr. CORSER: It all depends on circum-
stances.  Hon, members opposite weuld find
it very hard to answer that question at the
present time. Some appropriation should be
made for the purpose of constructing a court-
house and Tands office in ihe town of
Mundubbera, which is now in a prosperous
centre.

Hon, W. Foreax Syt : Surely, the hon.
geutleman does not want a courthouse there?

Mr. CORSER: An acting clerk of petty
sessions has been holding courts therve, and I
dare say that even Mundubbera desires a
courthouse. The prosperous and growing
town of Mundubbera will make such head-
way as to warrant the construction of
Government buildings that are generally
constructed in towns of such importance.

Mr. GLEDSON (Zpswich): I have listened
all day to speeches delivered by hon. mem-
bers, more particularly by hon. members
opposite.  They have endeavoured to criti-
cise the methed under which the work is
carried out by the department. After listen-
ing to their speeches, I am convinced that
they have no criticism to offer, but that the
debate has developed into a discussion on
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day labour versus contract. A number of
hon. members opposite do not understand
what they arc talking about when discussing
those two svstems. As a matter of fact, all
the big schools, courthouswss, and technical
colleges have been built under the contract

system. A firm, by taking a big contract,
was able to obtain sufficient money, nof
only to pay for the wages of the men

cmployed and the other costs connected with
the construction of the building, but was
able to make something out of the people of
Quecnsland. That method has been altered
by this Government. Hon. members oppo-
site are not concerned about the men giving
value for the work they -do, but they are
concerned about their friends not getting the
large profits they were previously able to get
by being able to take contracts at a good
price. All big works are carried out by day
labour, beeause the man who takes a con-
tract employs day labour to do the work,
and the only question we have to consider
in connection with this matter is whether
the people of Queensland are to get the value
of the labour performed by the workers, or
whether we are going to allow some persons
to come along and make fortunes out of
the construction of these works, as they did
in the past. Hon. members opposite are not
objecting to day labour, but they object
because their friends are unable to take
contracts and make big profits, which enable
them to contribute to their electionereing
funds, as the big financial institutions do.
The Country party are complaining that they
are not getting sufficient funds, and we find,
from what the Secretary for Public Works
stated, that they are getting assistance from
the South. Then they complain that the
graziers are not contributing a sufficient

amount to their electioneering funds. Tho
graziers only contributed £2,000 towards

their last clection expenses, and they say
that is not sufficient from such a wealthy
body as the graziers. )

I cannot say that I have had a great deal
to do with the department, because during
the régim2 of the present Government there
have not been many buildings erected in my
district. With what buildings they have put
up I have no fault to find, because the
Government have carried out the work very
well.  One building constructed by this Go-
vernment was the West Ipswich school. That
was a very difficult job, and they did the
work very well. The Minister has stated that
we are going to have some work done at
Silkstone, and I hope that that will be com-
menced shortly., Then, again, the Technical
College at Ipswich has been in need of
repairs for a good many years, and I hope
the Minister will take heed of what T am
saying and see, not only that an amount is
placed on the Estimates for that purpose,
but that the work will be commenced as early
as possible.

The SecreTsaRY For_ PuUBLIC INSTRUGCTION:
It will be commenced during this financial
year.

Mr. GLEDSON: I am very glad to hear
that. as it is very much necded. Members
of the Opposition have not criticised the
department for the work that has been done.
They have not been able to find fault with
anything the department has done. Last year
they found fault because, as they stated. the
work in outside places was costing too much,
and they have atempted to show that some of
the work now being done by the department

Mr. Gledson.]
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could be done by contract. I know that the
Government, in outside places, have autho-
rized school committees to do certain work.
I have been on a committec myself which has
undertaken certain work on behalf of the
Government, and the necessary funds have
been made available. Hon. members oppo-
site_ have had the same opportunity to get
work done, If they get their school com-
mittees to vecommend certain work that is
required, the Government are quite willing
for those small jobs to be done by the com-
mittecs.

Mr. MOCORE (Aubigny): The hon. member
for Ipswich has stated that we have not
criticised the buildings that have been con-
structed by the department. 1 do not think
anybody has anything to say against the
work that has been carried out except that
it has cost too much. Because a man takes
a contract it does not mean that he is going
to sweat the workers or speed them up. It
nmeans efficient management, and that a man
has the material on hand rcady for the men
to work. Mow many times have we seen
public schools 1n course of erection where
men have had to wait two or threc days for
materinl? That is where the waste of public

money comes in in a great many cases. Y?u
K X

have all sorts of delays taking place. The

great thing in contract work is efficient

management and having proper labour-saving
machinery. I cannot speak about contract
work in the town, but I can speak in connes-
tion with country schools. We had the hon.
member for Toowoomba admitting to-day
that the men loafed on the job in conncction
with the Jondaryan school, the estimate in
connection with which was £1,480. Tt was
going to take ten weeks to complete, but
it took about fzu months, and the estimate
was only exceeded by £2 The hon. member
for Toowoomba said the men loafed on the
job, and that shows that there must have
been something wrong in connection with
that work.

Mr. GrLEDsoN: Do you say that it took ten
months to complete a £1,400 job? They must
have been paid big wages.

Mr. MOORT. : No, it was vour Government
which carried out the work. The delay was
due to strikes.

You don’t zay that they

Mr. GLEDSOX: )
took ten months to do it7
Mr. MOORE: It took ten mwonths to

cemplete the work. I do not say that the
men were working all the time.

Mr. Giepsox: That is a different thing.

Mr. MOORE: I say that, after that delay,
the estimate was only exceeded by £2.

Mr. Grepsox: Did the State get value for
the money spent?

Mr. MOORE: I do not think they did.
I say that, if the school had been built by
contract, the cost would have been a great
deal less. I would like the Minister to give
us the estimate of the department for
glassing in of the Oakey school residence. and
what the contract price was: also the estimate
for pulling down the Maclagan school and
removing it to North Maclagan, and the
amount of the tender which was put in for
the work: also the estimate for pulling down
and_re-erection of schon! from Cattle Gully
to Narko. In the case of the work at
Cattle Gully school and at North Maclagan,
the work has been done and paid for, and the
estimate of the department was over 100 per

{Mr. Gledson.
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cent. higher than the confract price, We
cannot afford to carry out small works in
the country at such a high cost as that,

Mr. HARTLEY: What about the quality of

the work?

Mr. MOORE: The seeretary of the school
committee was an official of the miners
unton, and surely he would see that tho work
was carried out properly.

Mr. Grepsox: That is probably the rcason
why it was well done,

Mr. MOORE: They were not satisfied to
pay the price involved by day lahour, but
insisted on having the work carried out by
contract because they had to pay half for it,
and they had the work done efficiently. The
Department of Public Instruction  should
not have to go to the Department of Public
Works and ask whether a school should be
erected or not. The Department of Public
Instructio}l should have full control, and, if
a school ix required in g country district, it
sheuld not be in the power of the Department
of Public Works to counteract that decision
and to say that the school must not be bujlt,

Mr. GiLEpsox: You give the Department
of Public Works the money and they will
build all the schools.

Mr. MOORE: I say that the Department
of Public Works has money to build all the
schools required to-day provided the work
is carried out in an economical manner, and
not as it is being done to-day. The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction should not be
mixed up with the Department of Public
Works at all.  If work is carried on in an
cconomical way, the Department of Public
Works has funds to do all that is required.
But at present. when the Department of
Public Instruction says that schools are
required in certain districts, the Department
of Public Works says they are required
somewhere clse.

Mr. GLEDSON: The Department of Public
Works does not do that; it simply carries
out the work.

Mr. MOORE: 1 could give an instance
where the Department of Public Works did
not have to spend any money at all. Tighteen
months ago the people in Haden were
endeavouring to secure a school for voca-
tional classes. These are the despised dairy
farmers whom the hon. member for Fitzroy
talked about who want a school built along-
side their cowbails so that the children can
go straight into the school after milking the
cows, ‘Thev werve very keen upon gefting
the school for their children and subscribed
amongst themselves all the money required
to build it.

Mr. HARTLEY :
class of farmer,

MMr. MOORE :
my district.

Mr. Hartiey: Ther have come to light
under a Labour Government.

Mr. MOORE: This is the onlv Govern-
ment who insist on these people subseribing
the money themselves. No other Govern.
ment would ask them to do if, because in a
scattered district like that the Government
would pay the money. The people, however,
subscribed the money themselves. and they
are putting up their own building. They
subscribed the money eighteen months ago,
and they have been waiting right on till

They must be a peculiar

We have plenty of them in
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to-day to go on with that work. They are
going to do the work themselves.

Mr. HartrEY : Do you say that the people
subscribed the money to build a State school
themselves?

Mr. MOORE: It is a building that is
joined on to a State school for vocational
-classes.

Mr. HARTLEY :
all over the State.

Mr. MOORE: Do you suggest that the
people in Brisbane have to subscribe towards
any additions to the technical college here?
Do you suggest that the people have to pay
one-third of the cost of the rural school at
Nambour, or the rural school at Boonah?

Mr. Grepson: They had to pay portion
of the cost of the techhical college at
Ipswich.

Mr. MOORE: It might be done in some
places, but there are a lot of places where
1t has not been done.

Mr. HartiEy: It was done in connection
with the Rockhampton Technical College.

Mr. MOORE: Well, it was done by these
people in my electorate, and I do not think
1t is a fair thing at all. The hon. member
for Fitzroy talked about the wunfortunate
dairy farmers who had to work their
children.

Mr. HarTiEy: I did not say they were
unfortunate.

Mr. MOORE: But I say they are unfor-
tunate. They were not allowed by the
Government to get the price for' their pro-
duce that they could have got, and they
had to get their children to assist them.
We know that the primary producers lost
£242,000 last year, according to the report
of the Butter Committee, as a result of the
action of this price-fixing Government. That
is why those unfortunate people are in that
position.

Mr. HarTiEY : That does not excuse them
for child slavery in their own homes.

Mr. MOORE: If hon. members opposite
had stood up for the principles they advo-
cste, and seen that the primary producers
got the full reward of their labour, they
W’ﬁ)uld not have to employ their children at
all.

Mr. Coruins: We are the only people who
say that they should get the full reward of
their labour.

Mr. MOORE : Instead of standing up for
these people, members assisted the Govern-
ment to sacrifice them for six years, and then
hon. members opposite come here and sneer
at them because, in some cdses, they have to
get their children to help them to make a
living.

Mr. CoLrins: There are no children work-
ing on the canefields.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member for Fitz-
roy said that the dairy farmers wanted the
school erected alongside the cow-bail, so
that the children could go from the milking
yard into the school. These things always
come home to roost. If you are going to
treat people in that way, you only put
them 1in the unfortunate position they are
in to-day.

I want to draw the attention of the
Minister to the state of the courthouse at
Oakey. I have been to the Department of
Justice on two or three occasions. I have
not been to the Minister in charge of the
Department of Public Works, because I

1922—4 1
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consider that if I go to the Attorney-
General it should be sufficient. The court-

house at Oakey is in an awkward position.

Hon. W. Forean Smrta: I did not think
vou needed any courthouse in those places.

Mr. MOORE : TUnfortunately, we do.

Mr. CorsgR: There are some Government
supporters there,

Mr. MOORE: A policeman may have to
take an unruly ‘drunk” to the court-
house, and it is most difficult to get him
across the railway.

Mre. BrexnaN: Why not go through the
gates?

Mr. MOORE: You cannot; they are never
open. The courthouse is in such an unsatis-
factory position that time after time cases
have had to be stopped during the whistling
and shunting of trains,

Mr., SartLEY: Why not stop the trains?

Mr. MOORE: It is a main line, with two
branch lines diverging there, and the reason-
able thing is to shift the courthouse. That
has been asked on several occasions.

Hon. W. Foregan SMITH: It has not come

. before me.

Mr. MOORE: It should have come before
the hon. member, because there have been
repeated requests by the Chamber of Com-
merce, myself, and others. Trains are there
all day, because there are these branch
lines, and there is probably shunting all day.

If the department are confirmed in the
intention to go on with the building of
schools by day labour, why not standardise
them and send them all up in trucks as they
do with those houses that are being built
ready to erect by Messrs. Brown and Broad?
The workshops are here, and they could cut
the whole thing out. It could all be sent
up in one or two trucks, and there would
be no delay in waiting for timber. I know
that on several occasions I have seen delays
caused because 500 or 600 feet of timber has
been sent up on one day, and then perhaps
after two or three days some more timber,
and probably the wrong timber has been
sent first. It would be far more economical
to have standardised schools, and they would
be erccted far more quickly than at present.

Mr. Harteey: That is one way of encour-
aging local industry.

Mr. MOORYE : How many of these schools
ercourage local industry ? The men are sent
up from other districts.

“Mr. FartLEY: Not under this
ment.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member is talking
arrant rubbish. There is no need to go
beyond the cost of these little fowl-houses—
because some of them are practically that—
of about 18 feet by 14 feet,

Mr. Harriey: Half the hon. members on
vour side are recommending that they should
be built by the school commitiee in the
locality.

Mr. MOORE: I do not recommend that
any of these schools should be built out of
loan money unless there is a proper sinking
fund. It is most absurd for a State like
Queensland to build wooden schools out of
loan money, and, when they are worn ouf
and there is nothing to show for them,
borrow more money to build others. There
should be a sinking fund to wipe out the
Ioan in the life of the school, say, in forty

Mr. Moore.]
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or fifty years. The present practice cannot
be defended in any way whatever.

Mr. HarTiey: Nobody recommended that.
Your own members want them to be built
by the men in the loecality in which they
are,

Mr. MOORE: You cannot cut timber in
the locality.

Mr. HarteEY: They are recommending it.

Mr. MOORE: You cannot get galvanised
iron in the locality. You have to send it
up there.

Mr. HARTLEY: It is bought in our district
in Rockhampton. We ob]cct to having it all
sent up from Brisbane.

Mr. MOORE: It is a very extraordinary
way. No wonder the buildings cost so much,

Mr. HARTLEY: It costs less than sending
it from Brisbane.

Mr. MOORE: The expense at the present
time is out of all proportion to the benefit
we get, We know that the money which
is available could give a great deal more
benefit than we are getting. It only needs
better and more efhicient manaﬂement I
say that Queensland is not in a posxtxon to
carry out its public works in a certain way
merely for political reasons. We have not

the money to waste. I have seen
{7.30 p.m.} tenders, and the departmental

estimates for that work, and it
can be proved that the work cost 100 per
cent. more than it should. It is time it
was stopped.. My only experience of day
work has been an unfortunate one. In the
shire council of which I am chairman, we
had day work for years, and continued 1t as
long @s possible.

Hon. W. Foreax SMITH: We have had
the same debate on this vote for years.

Mr. MOORE: A good thing will bear
vepeating. 1f, by perpetually dripping, we
can get a little sense into the Minister’s head,
the time will not have been wasted.

Hon. W. Forean SMITH: It would not be
possible to put anything into your head; it
15 too dense.

Mr., MOORE: I am endeavouring to show
the Minister that Queensland cannot afford
to continue working on this principle. If
he were using his own money he would
admit the soundness of our contention; but
because it is public money he thinks he is
at liberty to carry out works in the most
expensive instead of in the most economical
way. It is not a fair thing to the State.

Instead of giving details in regard to the
economical management and efhmency of the

work carried out, the Minister gave a long
dissertation today on something that he
thought was a revelation. The whole thing
had been printed in the papers before; it
was not new.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE: There is no more in it than
there is in the resolutions which were passed
by the Labour Conference last October, or
not so much—as we are not bound by a
conference and you are. The Minister said,
“ Suppose this was brought in, how would we
be able to get money to build schools?”’ Sup-
posing the socialisation of industry was
brought about—supposing we had produc-
tion for use and not for profit—how would
we get the money with which to build
schools? The Premier, at that conference,
said that the thing was 1mposslble and voted

[Mr. Moore.
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against it, and it was carired in spite of
him. If that system is introduced, where
will the money come from with which to.
build schools?
Mr. GLEDSON :
everybody.

Mr. MOORE: There would be nobody to-
go to them in a few years; we would get
back to a state of savagery.

There will be schools for

Mr. GreDsox: We would get into a state
of civilisation.
Mr. MOORE: I do not think we would.

We have in Russia an example of the work-
ing of the system. I do not think the hon.
member for Bowen believes in that principle,
though he may talk very loudly about if.
am perfectly certain that the hon. member
for Toowoomba does not. Any sensible man
must know the hopeless position the State
would get into. We have already gone two.
or three steps on the road towards it, and.
loock at the position we are in! We are
worse than any other State in Australia.

Mr. HarTiEY: We are in a better position
than any other State in the Commonwealth.
Our credit is better.

Mr. MOORE: Are we in the best position
in being the most heavily taxed State in
Australia?

Mr. PEASE:
prove it.

Mr. MOORE: It is easy to prove.

(The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.)

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): I have
listened to hon. members with a certain
amount of surprise. I have wondered, if
the Works Department carried out the pro-
positions they have suggested, where we
would be able to get the money.

Mr. J. JoNEs: America.

Mr. W. COOPER : We might do that with
some advantage. Listening to the charges
made against the Works Department in
regard to the cost of erection of public build-
ings, one would think that the men who had
erected those buildings, or the department
that established the day-labour system, had
acted detrimentally to the interests of the
people of Queensland and of the department
itself. The contention is, not that the day-
labour system is inferior to the contract
system, but that they have not had a suffi-
cient number of buildings erected in their
own electorates. I have had some experience
as a workman under both contract and day
labour. 1 never was a contractor, and I
have no desire to be one, judging from the
experience I have had of contractors for
whom I have worked. I remember in my
early days the old Government contractor
was considered to be a man of some import-
ance, because he could get his friends in
Parliament to recommend that he should get
certain contracts. He extracted large sums
of money from the coffers of the State Trea-
sury. We have not heard anything regard-
ing the relative quality of the work done
under the day-labour system and under con-
tract. There are such things as skew nails
in studs; there are such things as provisions
in specifications for those studs to be tenoned,
and the ground-plates and wall-plates mor-
tised, What do we find? TUnless the closest
inspection is kept upon contractors generally,
some inferior class of work will be put into
those buildings., I remember having seen a
building put' up under the contract system.

That is not right; you cannot
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A Dbit of a blow came along and the roof
was carried away. I took the trouble to go
and inspect that building, because I did not
think that any building should have been
carried away with the force of the wind
which was blowing that day. I found that
the smallest wire nails were used in the
rafters. I examined the studs, and I found
that every second stud on the top was skew-
nailed, and on the bottom they were fastened
in the same manner. The same thing applies
to other contracts, such as bridge-building,
railway construction, road work, and every-
thing else that is done under the contract
system. A complaint was raised in Sydney
regarding a state of affairs which was a
standing disgrace to the contractors who
. built some of the ships for the Common-
 wealth Government. The inquiry will be
remembered at which it was revealed that,
instead of rivets being placed in those boats,
there were dummies.

Mr. GLEDSON: Gambling with the lives of
the workers.

Mr. W. COOPER : The contractor who will
gamble with the lives of seamen in that way
deserves no consideration. Fortunately for
the engineers and able-bodied seamen, some
of those ships did not get the opportunity of
going to sea before the flaw was discovered. I
have had a fair amount of experience, particu-
larly in connection with railway construction,
and I have been in a position to be able to
inspect material for that work which was
constructed under the contract system. I
have had an opportunity of inspecting the
bolts to be placed in-the bridges. These bolts
were made under the contract system, and I
was placed in the painful position of having
to take the bolts and break them across
the anvil and refuse to allow them to be
put in the bridges. Apart from the inferior
work done under the contract system, there
is a tendency on the part of workmen to make
a name for themselves by going as fast as
possible and doing as much slumwork as it
13 possible to do. Hon. members opposite
have stated that the department have not
endeavoured to cope with the growing neces-
sity for the erection of school buildings in
order to enable country children reasonable
opportunity of receiving that standard of
education which is afforded to children in the
cities. I quite agree with hon. members who
say that country children should receive the
same educational facilities that are offered
to children in the cities. My experience has
been that the Department of Public Works
and the Department of Public Instruction,
under the control of the respective Ministers,
have endeavoured to do all that was possible
under the circumstances to give the same
educational facilities to children in the
country as has been afforded to children in
the cities. Some hon. members have stated
that the life of a wooden building is about
twenty years, and that it requires painting
every five years. One hon. member went
so far as to say that a building should be
painted every three years. Ie must have
veen accustomed to having his buildings
erected under the contract system if they
required painting every three years. There
are such things as two classes of painters and
two classes of paint. There are the fraudulent
and the genuine classes of painter and paint.
I would not advise any hon. member opposite
who advocates the contract system to stand
against a wall or fence which has been
painted with white paint under the contract
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system. I guarantee that there would be
no paint left on the wall or fence, because 16
would be all on his back. Some hon. mem-
bers opposite claim that more attention has
b=en given to the erection of schools and
other public buildings in the electorates of
Government members than in the electorates
of hon. members opposite.

Mr. BRENNAN: You have not been badly
treated.

Mr. W. COOPER: That is very true. No
doubt, I am more energetic than the hon.
member for Toowoomba. If he has not done
as well as I have, then I am sorry that he
has not the same amount of energy as I have
got. The Minister has done everything pos-
sible with the money at his disposal.” For
at least twenty years before I became the
representative of my electorate, the public
buildings in that electorate had not received
an ounce of paint, and they were in a
dilapidated state, no doubt due to the neglect
of past Governments. To-day the schools in
the Rosewood electorate are being brought up
to date, but there are still some requiring a
little attention. I am not going to use the
parish pump, as the hon. member for Burke
said most hon. members opposite were doing.
I am satisfied with the treatment I have
received at the hands of the Secretary for
Public Works and the Secretary for Public
Instruction.

Mr. Descon: What is the hon. member
growling about? {(Laughter.)

Mr. W. COOPER: There is no doubt I
have done some growling, but I did not start
like the hon. member did. The hon. member
for Aubigny claims that he can get con-
tractors in his electorate to erect buildings
infinitely cheaper than they can be erected
by the department. I would like to ask the
hon. member if he had a house to build,
whether he would allow it to be built under
the contract system or whether he would have
it built under the day-labour system?

Mr. Moore: I have had three houses built
under the contract system.

Mr. W. COOPER: The first thing the hon.
member would do would be to call for tenders
for the building.

Mr. Moore: The hon. member is wrong.

Mr. W. COOPER: What would the hom.
member do?

Mr. Moore: I would go to the contractor
and ask him what he would do it for.

Mr. W. COOPER : And give him whatever
he liked? The hon. member’s looks deceive
him. I never anticipated that he was a
philanthropist. He would have to adopt
the day-labour system to carry out that con-
tract. I understand perfectly well why hon.
members on the other side want everything
done by contract. It is because they want
to lengthen the hours that the men have to
work. That is the trouble under all con-
tracts. A man taking a contract will endea-
vour to put in as much time as he pqsslbly
can on the job. I would not mind if the
contractor himself worked longer hours; but
the unfortunate thing is that the contractors
endeavour to get in the thin end of the
wedge, so that their workmen will be com-
pelled to work all the hours of daylight that
God has given us, and a little bit longer,
too, if they can. Another reason why these
men want contracts is because of the fact
that any little alteration necessary in the
specifications brings them a large profit.

Mr, W. Cooper.]
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Why did previous Governments abandon the
old system of building railways by contract?
It was because, no matter how well the
specifications might have been drawn up, it
was always found necessary to alter the
specifications when the actual work was
being done, and that was the time for the
contractor to make his harvest. There is not
the slightest doubt that railways built under
day labour, and also buildings constructed
under day labour, have a longer life than
when they are constructed under the contract
svstem.  The day-labour system is the
cheapest, it gives the most value, and the
work is more faithfully performed.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (dlbert): I am sure
we are all very much indebted to the Secre-
tary for Public Works for the manner in
which he may be said to have cleared the
atmosphere by the startling revelations which
he made to-day. I am only sorry that he
did not complete the clearing of the atmos-
phere and make still further revelations, by
stating the amount which his party funds
received from John Wren for the action they
have taken in connection with proprietary
racecourses, and the amount pald into his
party funds from the liquor trade of Bris-
bane for the failure of his party to_ take
action in connection with that particular
trade. If the hon. gentleman had done that,
then I alone should not have thanked him
for the revelation he did make, but T am
sure the electors of Queensland would have
thanked him for these further revelations,
which certainly would have been to the dis-
credit of himself and his party.

Hon. W. Forean SmiteH: What about that
letter which you wrote to the Germans in
1893, in which vou referred to them as your
fellow countrymen?

Hon., J. G, APPEL: What countryman
is the hon. gentleman?

Hon. W. Foraan SMITH : My country is all
right.

Hon. J, G. APPEL: By his surname
and by his brogue, you would never take
him for a Scotchman—{Government laughter)
—and certainly by his manner and by his
insinuations he is not worthy of being a
Scotchman, :

Mr. F. A. Coorer: What about your dirty,
rotten insinuations?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: What about yours?
Who goes to the railway workers and tries
to crawl to them after taking the action
vou did? (Interruption.)

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 rise to a point
of order. Is the hon. member for Albert in
order in referring to the hon. member for
Bremer as ‘‘ a thing like that?”

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
for Albert made a remark like that, he
certainly is not in order.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If T made any
unparliamentary remark 1 withdraw it,
because my intention in rising was simply to
congratulate the hon. gentleman for the
revelations which he had made, and to regret
that he did not make further revelations,
which we were all anxious to hear of.

Hon, W. Foroaxw Smite : I look upon you
as being beneath contempt.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I can afford to treat
with contempt anything the hon. gentleman
says in connection with that matter. My
record is sufficiently well known, and I
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require nothing from the hon.
who has made that interjection.
It appears to me that a good deal of
difficulty is caused by the fact that this vote
to some extent is controlled by two depart-
ments. Apparently, there is no co-ordination
between the two departments. The Depart-
ment of Public Instruction may consider a
job to be urgently necessary; but, apparently,
1t does not follow that the Works Depart-
ment is prepared to carry out that particu-
Iar work. With reference to the question of
day labour or contract labour, if the organi-
sation is complete it frequently happens
that day labour is as effective as contract
labour. As a matter of fact, the previous
Administration established workshops in con-
nection with the Department of Public Works .
and engaged a staff of men, who undertook
a considerable amount of repair work and
the manufacture of furniture which was
required by the different Government depart-
ments. In that connection, if the organisa-
tion is effective, it is a matter of indifference
to me how the work is carried out, so long
as it is carried out; but, apparently, the
organisation is defective, and, consequently,
the cost of buildings has very materially
increased. For instance, the sending of
timber from Brisbane for many miles to the
terminus of a railway, and then carting it
miles to the site of a particular building,
passing a sawmill en route where the neces-
sary timber could have been procured,
necessarily verr considerably increases the
cost so far as the timber is concerned.

Mr. GreEpsow: That is not what the hon.
member for Aubigny said.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 am stating my
own case. In most of these buildings, for
argument let us class the timber as No.
timber, No. 2 timber, and No. 3 timber, and
we find that the No. 1 timber, which is
required first, is frequently not sent forward
in sufficient quantities, and the No. 2 timber
is on the job before the No. 1 timber. The
men are on the job for the purpose of carry-
ing out the work, and, owing to the lack
of material, the work is delayed, and this

causcs further expense. I am

[8 p.m.] glad to hear that the Minister

intends to authorise the local
school committees to carry out small jobs.
The committee of the State school at South-
port brought under my notice the fact
that they had reported to the department
that a stump wunder the school building
was decayed, and that it could be
replaced at a cost of 19s. A reply was
received that the matter would receive
consideration. The department incurred the
expense of sending an inspector down there,
and then the committee received a communi-
cation from the department that the work
was approved, and would be carried out.
The carpenter from Brisbane caught the
early train, and had to be paid from the
time he left his home. He started work
in Southport after the lunch hour. He
worked the next day, and finished on the
third day, and he then received payment
for the time occupied ir reaching his home
at Taringa. It took three days to
have the work carried out, and, as the
department had also to purchase the
material, the cost incurred by the depart-
ment meant much more than the sum of
19s., which was the amount of the tender
for replacing the stump. We only point
these things out to the department for the
purpose of economising as much as possible.

gentleman
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so that a larger amount of work can be
carried out. An expenditure such as I have
referred to is not necessary. We point out
these things to the department so that mis-
takes of that kind may be obviated in
future. I am glad to know that it will be
the policy of the department in future to
allow small alterations like that to be carried
out on the spot.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): After hear-
ing the hon. member for Albert address the
Committee one is impressed with the fact
that, when an hon. member talks for
talking’s sake, it generally leads to his not
knowing when his time is finished and when
it is not. It also gives us an idea of the
confusion of thought which exists among
hon. members opposite, who never seem to
be settled in their opinions. Politically, they
are Vicars of Bray. so far as their policy
is concerned, and they are Vicars of Bray
in other ways. Whatever may be the
dominant cry, they desire to be in accord
with it, and in some cases, whatever the
dominant nationality may be, they also
desire to be in accord with it. The hon.
member for Aubigny struck perhaps a
rather good note. IHe pointed out that the
grave error in connection with day labour,
from his standpoint, 1s not the work of the
workmen, but the work of the supervisors,
officers, and people in charge. There has
been from the other side no condemnation
whatever of the system of day labour. There
has merely been a wholesale ill-considered
and ill-digested condemnation of the super-
vision of day labour. I can find nothing
else in the remarks of hon. members oppo-
site. It seems to me a remarkable thing
why, if one man supervises work, men cannot
do the work in the same efficient manner
and at the same cost as if it is supervised
by another man. That is the whole difference
between the day-labour system and the con-
tract system. It simply means that in one
instance the work 1is supervised by a man
who is out for his own profit and in the
other instance by a man who should be out
for the profit of the State; and if, as the
Minister assures us, his officers are out for
the benefit of the State, no argument can
impress me that the contract system is better
than the day-labour system.

Mr. Moore: I have proved it. I have
asked you to give instances to the contrary.

Mr. F. A. COOPER : You have not proved
it, any more than the hon. member for
Albert proved his bold assertions about
money which is alleged to have come to
this party from certain sources. No money
from John Wren, the publicans, or the
TLicensed Victuallers’ Association, or from
any other such quarter, has found its way
into the Labour party’s funds. The hon.
member for Aubigny tried to convince the
Committee that the whole of the qiliotations
that were read by the Minister earlier in
the day were published broadcast in the
papers. Does he say that the statement
that Mr. Garbutt said that every Northern
member wouid be obliged to vote to refund
all the money taken from pastoral lessees
by this so-called policy of repudiation was
published broadcast?

Mr. Moore: I read it in the Press.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: What the hon.
member means is that he read it in the

minute-book of the executive of his party
organisation.
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Mr. Moore: I have not read the minute-
book.

Mr. Pease: Your leader repudiated the
whole thing. He washed his hands, like
Pilate, and said there was no stain on him.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I want to say a
word about the North Ipswich State School
in the Bremer electorate. That school has.
reccived a little attention of late from the
Works Department, and 1 am very thankful
for that consideration. An addition has
been made to the school. It is a grave
matter of opinion in the electorate as to
whether it is a good addition or not.
Authorities in the department and outside
vary in opinion. The authorities in_the
department say that it is a good building,
and that 1t will be cool and well ventilated
in the summer time; but some architects
outside have condemned it lock, stock, and
barrel. They say it will be a furnace and
ill-ventilated in the summer time, and a
menace to the children. I hope the Lord
will send us a hot summer, so that I can
acouse one seb of authorities or the other
of having no accurate knowledge. I would
like to produce a liitle further evidence
in connection with the day-labour system;
and, if we all look round our own_towns,
w3 can get the evidence there. The Ipswich
City Council recently decided to throw over
its ~day-labour system in connection with
the sanitary work. 1t was sick and tired to
death of spending money on men who would
not work, and so they decided to cut out day
labour in connection with the sanitary work,
and hand it over to the contractors, who do
everything so well and wonderfully cheap.
Thev called tenders, but the work is still
being done by day labour, and being done
very efficiently under that system. Con-
tractors cannot be found who can do the
work as thoroughly ancé cheaply as it has
been done under the day-labour system 1n
Ipswich.

Ion. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): The
1on. member for Aubigny made some rather
sweeping statements in the course of his
remarks this evening about some work which
be said had been carried out in his electorate.
He complained that the Maclagan school job
was a costly one.

Myr. Moork: I only asked you to give
the figures.
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: That was

the subject matter of his complaint. The cost
of the work was £681.

Mr. Moorg: 1 referred to the pulling
down of the old Maclagan school and shifting
it to North Maclagan., You are dodging

1%,

1rHO:x:. W. FORGAN SMITH: Then the
hon, member said that charges were made
for cortain work for which he said tenders
were put in to the department. I have
discussed this matter with the officers of
my department, but they have no knowledge
of any tenders being called for the work
a+ all

Mr. Moore: That work is finished. )
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: If there is
anything in the hon. member’s statements
at all, he is digging up accient history
which has nothing to do with matters under
the control of the present Government at all.

Mr. Moore: Give the figures! You are
squibbing on it.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
moember for Albert made certain sweeping

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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statements in his usual vulpine style. He
referved to John Wren and the Brewers’
Association. I wish to say that, so far as
this party 1s concerned, it is not necessary
to deny any charges of that kind. The funds
of this pavty are very meagre. They are
subseribed by the various unjons and the
industrial workers belonging to the different
organisations. the hon. member for
Albert has any evidence of that kind to
bring forward, I challenge him to do it.
Bauld statements are of no value in this
Chamber. Any man can put forward bald
statements, but what we ask for to-night
and what we have a right to ask for is
this: If there is anything behind the innuen-
does of the hon. member for Albert, then let
him come forward like a man and give
evidence in support of them.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH : Further refer-

ence was made to what is called the extrava-
gance of this Government. In reference to
the documents of the Queensland Country
party I find another interesting statement very
apropos of this very question. They were dis-
cussing the question of extravagance on the
part of the Federal Government, and I find
that Mr. Garbutt justified it in this way—

“ Criticisms of extravagance were all
very well and very easy and very much
the function of every Opposition, but
they must remember that the whole
country practically compelled the Hughes
Government into its heavy expenditure
on returned soldiers and other matters.”

So we see that criticism, looked at from
the Country party point of view, is not
looked upon seriously, It is looked upon
as a function of the Opposition to criticise.
I well remember when the ex-member for
Burrum was in the House. He was a very
able man in his own way, and he was
deputy leader of the Opposition. He said
he was not here to criticise, but he was
here to condemn.

In the course of his remarks the hon.
member for Albert made some remarks that
cannot be described as being in good taste.
So far as I am personally concerned, I do
not look upen any nationality as being much
better than another, and, in any case, no
individual chooses his ancestors.

Hon. J. G. ArpEL: Then your first remarks
were In worse taste.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: It does not
matter what nationality a man belongs to,
he should not be ashamed of his nationality.
I would like to quote from a leaflet,
“ Patriotistn as we find it It is dated
13th May, 1893, and is addressed to the
clectors of Nundah, It reads—

“To the electors of Nundah.

“ As a candidate for the next election
of our representative for the electorate
of Nundah, I take the liberty of asking
for your votes and depend upon your
support, because I am the son of a man
whose cradle, the same as yours, stood
in the German fatherland.

“To the most of you I am known
since the days of my early infancy, As
the son of a German farmer, I have
always been so thoroughly impressed
with the fact of iy belonging to the
German nation that I have made it my
duty to learn the German language, and
now speak and understand it.

{Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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“ From political convictions I have
ever belonged to the Liberal party, and
am opposed to every monopoly, as well
as against syndicates created by men
without honest conscience, who want to
again bring back Queensland to the state
of early days—a huge sheep walk.

“T believe that our beautiful colony
must be settled with that class of farmer
to whom my father and you belong, who
have contributed more than anything else
to bring the land to its present state of
development, I do not believe in land
grant railways nor im black labour,
because I feel that this, my native land,
can only become a great country through
the labours of her white people.”

Very laudable! It continues—

“ T am for a protectionist policy, which
will create markets for the products of
our farmers, and which will encourage
our sons to seitle on the land.

“J am, further, against additional
taxation at present, because I believe
that with proper economy and retrench-
ment there will be sufficient means to
cover cost of government. .

“ As you know, I have great inferests
in the country, and will, 1f elected, do
my best to create prosperity. My ser-
vices will be at all times at your dis-
posal, and as I count nearly all of you
as my friends, you can not only speak to
me as your representative, but as your
friend, and in your mother tongue.

« Different other political points I will
explain to you when I have the honour
to address you personally.

“ T sign, gentlemen,
“ Your obedient servant,
¢ J. GEORGE APPEL.”
(Government laughter.)

Mr. Vowiis: What has this got to do
with the Estimates for the Department of
Public Works?

How. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon.
member for Albert cannot object to being
reminded of these things. Later on in 1915
he repudiated this and claimed to be a
descondant of the French Huguenots ! I would
remind the hon. gentleman that ‘‘ consistency
is a jewel.” It is very out of place to find the
hon.” member for Albert to-day coming for-
ward making allegations against this party,
using all kinds of innuendoes against this
party, without backing it up by one scintilla
of evidence. The hon. gentleman is often
posing as the patriot. e poses as the pure-
bred merino Imperialist.

Hon. J. G. ApperL: You are a flamboyant
quacksalver. Neither by your brogue nor
vour manner would vou be taken for a
Scotchman. (Loud Opposition laughter.)

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH: I hope that
in future, when the hon. member is address-
ing this Chamber, his remarks will be in
ordinary good taste. . .

Mr. J. JONES (Kennedy): In listening to
hon. members opposite, 1 notice that they
have been expressing satisfaction with the
treatment they have received from this
department. The hon. member for Herbert,
speaking on the Address in Reply, said he
was quite satisfied with the Department'of
Public Instruction because he got everything
he asked for. It is quite the reverse with
me, because everything that I have asked
for. I have not got. I have only asked for
three or four small things, but I have not
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got them. Anyone travelling along the
Northern Railway might know a place called

* Macrossan.”” There is a little school
‘there. If a man who owned a cattle station
did not provide better accommodation than
‘that for his workers, he would get six months.
Yet this school is supposed to provide shelter
for the children. There is no veranda to it,
and no shade at all. It seems strange to me
‘that Government members can get all they
ask for and I can get nothing. I cannot get
anything done to that school. Why is 1t?
Is it because I belong to that enemy of the
Government, the squatter? Is that the reason
that I get nothing? It does not look too
good. In regard to the question of day
labour versus contract, I think we should
‘give the contract system a trial occasionally
as a check on the day-labour system. I quite
realise that the ‘ go slow” policy is dying
away. The sensible workers are beginning
to realise that it is no good, and they have
«cut it out. A couple of years ago there was
a lot of ‘““go slow” because the extremists
were leading the big body of the men. They
are cutting it out because people are coming
'LO rgfognlse that Queensland is not benefiting
v it.

I want to make myself clear with regard to
the repudiatory legislation of this Govern-
ment. Whenever I have an opportunity, as
a supporter of any party, to repeal that
legislation, I shall take it.

The ArrorNey-GENERAL: Will you give back
the money?

Mr. J. JONES: There is no occasion to
give back the money. Why not give the
men longer leases? (Government laughter.)
1 say there is no necessity for a refund.

Hon. W. ForeaN Swmita: Then you say
that the leases should be extended?

Mr. J. JONES: The repudiatory legisla-
tion of the Government does not affect me,
Lecause I appealed against the decision of
the Land Court and my appeal was upheld;
but I am speaking in the interests of the
people who have not been so fortunate. We
know that there are companies which have
made fortunes, but, in order to make those
big companies pay heaps of money, the
Government are prepared to sacrifice thou-
sands cof people who own only a few head of
<cattle,  What about their State stations?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not wish
to restrict the hon. member unduly, but the
hon. member is hardly in order in discussing
the Land Act Amendment Act on this vofe.

Mr. J. JONES. I want to make myself
clear on that point.

Mr. Hartrey: You made yourself very
clear.

Mr. J. JONES: I am here to repeal that
legislation, and I am also here to bring
about a reduction of the rents of the small,
struggling selectors, because they are in a
worse position than the blg men.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba):
that the remarks of the hon. member for
Albert were very unbecoming. As the
Minister pointed out, he made a bald state-
ment and also, by inference or innuendo,
suggested the Labour party had been receiv-
ing certain money. Hon. members on this
side of the Chamber never level charges
against the Opposition unless they can pro-
duce evidence of the truth of those charges

I think
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in writing; and, if hon. members opposite
wish to make any charge against this side,
Jet them make it in writing, and let us have
the evidence produced in this Chamber. The
hon. member for Aubigny admitted that the
paper quoted by the Minister had been float-
g round in their room for a fortnight, so
that it is perfectly true, and we have docu-
mentary evidence against hon. members oppo-
site. I do not think they should make
charges against this side unless they, too,
can produce documentary proof of their
correctness.

In a previous speech I referred to the
building of the Jondaryan school. It is a
peculiar thing that the hon. member for
Aubigny levelled all sorts of charges against
the Government, and said that the men will
not do a fair day’s work. I say that the
worlkers to-day will do a fair day’s work,
but there arc cases—which we have proved—
where men have not done a fair day’s work,
and that is one of them. We are always
fair on this side, and we do not stand for
men who will not do a fair day’s work for
a good day’s pay. The hon. member said
that the cost was only £2 over the estimate.

Mr. Moore: I pointed that out as evidence
of the unreliability of the estimate.

Mr. BRENNAN : The estimate was quite
right. It was the estimate for a brand-new
building, but a good deal of old material
was used, and, instead of the cost exceeding
the estimate by £2, there should have been
a profit of £200. The foreman has been
denounced by the other carpenters for hav-
ing loafed, and he has been relieved of his
position in Toowoomba. The Department
of Public Works would not stand his working
there. The Government were not to blame,
and the complaint I have against the hon.
member is that he knew that the estimate
was for a brand-new building

Mr. Moore: I did not. It is not in my
electorate.

Mr. BRENNAN: The men were all
sacked. Why is the hon. member not fair?

I say that, as a rule, the workers of Queens-
land generally, and the worgers m the ce-
partment in particular, are conscientious,
honest workers; but you do find such cases,

and the Government are prepared to
denounce such men, We are an honest Go-
vernment. Hon. members opposite will not

denounce such men. They will take advan-
tage of anything to prove that we are nob
fair to the workers, and on the other hand
they will abuse the workers when it suits
them. It is very funny also to hear the hon.
member referring to farmers here and
farmers there. The farmers know on which
side their bread is buttered and who are their
friends. They have becn enlightened lately
as to the policy of this Government. and they
are not to bc gulled by any more of the
“ dope 7 of members of the farmers’ party.

I did not know anything about the lights
at the Toowoomba courthouse at night time.
I do not go out very often at night. I
complained about the lighting in the day-
time. 1 believe, however, that the hon.
member for Fast Toowoomba does go thers
at night to attend meetings; and, if there Is
a light there in the evening, I want it to be
there also in the dav time, because the stair-
case is very badly lighted and accidents have
occurred there during proceedings in court.
Now that the court house is in my electorate,
I am going one further than the hon. mem-

My, Bremnan.]
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ber and I ask the department to have plans
prepared to bring the staircase out on to the
street, 80 as to make access to the court more
convenient and easier for the publie, and to
have the staircase better lighted so that
accidents will not occur in future.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): 1 am wery
pleased to see this amount on the Estimates
for public buildings, and I am going to see
if I cannot get some of the money spent in
my electorate. Hon. members opposite have
not put up any arguments against day labour
whatsoever. We know that even when you
employ contractors you have to employ some-
body to watch them to see that they put the
proper amount of work into the job. We know
from experience that otherwise the work
will be scamped. The work that has been
done by the Department of Public Works in
Townsville has been a credit to the workmen
and also to the officers in charge. We have a
technical college second to none in any part
of Queensland, and, although we have not
everything that is desired, it is hoped that
during the next financial year something will
be done in the way of building workshops.
The committee have a fairly good credit
balance, and they have always been up to
the mark with the cash when estimates are
being made for any new building or other
work. I know why members of the
Opposition favour piecework or contract.
In their policy they have a plank which
stipulates for the retention of contract and
piecework. That was one of the matters
mentioned in their manifestoes during the
last election. It has been recognised by the
Arbitration Court, for instance, in the local
authorities’ employees award that special
provision should be made for contract work.
It is provided that where local authorities
let contracts to workers who do the work
themselves they should receive a certain per-
centage over and above award rates, clearly
proving that, by speeding up with leading
hands and so forth, the contractor does
get more out of his men than the council
would get out of men on a similar job. The
State does not believe in the nigger-driving

which contractors go in for, We
[8.30 p.m.] hope that the department will

carry out all its works on the day-
labour system. It is not economical to send
men into the country to do a job lasting only
a couple of days. The Minister, who is a
practical man in connection with the building
industry, says that that practice 1s not now
in vegue; that, wherever possible, local men
are employed to do that class of work. Tha
day-labour system pays better on big than on
small jobs. Owing to the awards, the depart-
ment, realises that it must employ the men
locally or pay them so much in addition to
their wages for every weck they are away
from their homes. That is an Incentive to
the department to get the work done as
cheaply as possible and to get it done well.
No one objects to the local men doing this
work in their particular towns; it is the only
policy which could b2 adopted by the depart-
ment. When it employs workmen, it gets
the best workmen, because the workmen know
that, if they get a job with the State, it is
likely to be of a fairly permanent nature.
I have had a good deal of experience of the
work donc on both brick and timber build-
ings. So far as I can learn, the workmen
always complete it under the estimate. The
men realise that, if they do not carry out the
day-labour system as efficiently as possible,
it will be only a matter of time when the

[#r. Brennan.
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contract system will supersede day labour.
In the North the same class of men is em-
ployed by the State and by the contractor.
I cannot, therefore, understand why hon.
members opposite advocate contract,

I wish to thank the department for the
amount of work which has been done in my
electorate. I do not say that everything has
been done for which I have asked; there is
a good deal yet remaining to be done. The
work done has been of a first-class nature,
and is a credit to the State. I am going to
keep on so that I will get a fair share of
this vote. It will not be my fault if T do
not get a little more. The hon. member for
Kennedy complained that he did not get what
he asked for. In the portion of his electorate
which has been taken from mine, everything
has been parctically fixed up for some time,
because I have had it attended to since I came
to this House. I know there is an agitation
for another school at the Giru sugar-mill.
No doubt, it is badly needed. Some of the
residents there are 1n a very bad position,
because, when the heavy wet season is on—
and it lasts some weeks—the children are
unable to go to the school from their resi-
dences. If they happen to be crossing over
the railway bridge, they are likely to meet a
train unexpectedly, 1 know that the depart-
ment is giving this matter consideration. The
Giru centre is going to be a very big
centre. A lot of farmers are beginning to
employ men, and at the mill itself there is
a lot of work to do. I am satisfied that the
number of children is sufficient to establish
a school. Building the school there will save
the necessity for enlarging the schools at
Hodel, Minehan, and Marblegram. This
Goverpgment have spent more money on
technical colleges and schools in the Munding-
burra electorate than was spent by any other
Government.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhards): There has been
a lot of debate on this subject. I do not
wish to add much more, particularly in view
of the fact that the Minister has given such
crushing r<plies to the criticism which has
been levelled at his department. Owing to
his replies and to the effective matter he has
had behind him, he has absolutely demoralised
the Opposition, until we see the sorry spectacle
of not one being able to carry on the debate.

Mr. Vowres: We do not want to stonewall.

Mr. FOLEY: As in all other debates in
this Chamber, it will be recognised that a
good deal depends upon what particular
interests are affected. Had it been something
affecting the mercantile interests of this State,
the Opposition would have been supporting
those interests, as they now are making a
plea on behalf of the contractors of Queens-
land. Hon. members on this side have cited
instances of the work done under contract.
I could go on until to-morrow morning quot-
ing my experiences of the slumming of work
done by the contractors for whom I have
worked. How did Sir Allen Taylor and a few
of the large firms in New South Wales become
wealthy? They did it under the contract
system, by supplying to governmental and
municipal bodies in New South Wales a class
of timber other than that which was laid
down in the specifications, I have cut tim-
ber for those firms, and that which has been
supplied has been something other than has
heen specified. That goes on in the building
trade right throughout Australia.

Mr. EpwirDs: You were prejudiced all
the fime,
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Mr. FOLEY: 1 was not prejudiced. 1
was not a member of Parliament at the
time; I was one of the proletariat. In con-
nection with the supplies of timber to the
railways in New South Wales, where iron-
bark sleepers were specified the inspectors or
the contractors passed. blue gum and flooded
gum—inferior timbers. The bulk of the
Blocks in the streets of New South Wales
are not up to specification. There is a case
before the court in New South Wales now
which illustrates what contract work means
in the municipal sphere. A man is being
charged with conspiring with the contractors,
and arranging that certain works would be
guaranteed. Almost every hon. member
opposite referred to the ‘“go-slow?’ tactics
which they said were adopted by the work-
men under the day-labour system. The
Minister quoted an illustration which came
under his notice when travelling on one of
the suburban trains which was held up for
a few minutes. The men in the first-class
carriages with high collars and stiff shirts
were the first to criticise the work of the
employees who had to work for eight hours
with the “ banjo” shifting muck. The men
in the carriages could not go for half an
hour in their own gardens. In my own
clectorate, when the State butcher shop was
being erected at Emerald, one of the leading
citizens in a state of excitement rushed
across to the foreman of the job and pointed
out to him that the men were sitting down
smoking. Without going into the matter
or making any investigation, he was
politely told by the foreman that the work-
men were quite cntitled to sit down and
have a pipe for a quarter of an hour at least,
because the Arbitration Court judge bad
awarded them that privilege. That is an
illustration of how individuals criticise the
unfortunate worker, simply because he may
be given a slight respite to which he is justly
entitled, because he has to continuc at a fair
pace all day, The man who made the com-
plaint I am referring to only had to drive
a “quill” all day in a local bank. Another
illustration can be given with regard to a
railway job in the Capella district, When 1
visited my electorate a little while ago 1
was practically bombarded at every little
town about the scandalous state of affairs
in connection with the workmen engaged in
building railway cottages. Upon making
inquiry at the Railway Department as to the
reason for delay in the construction of the
buildings, I found that on this particular
occasion drizzling rain had come on. and
that owing to the character of the work the
workmen could net apply their energies to
the wet timber, and there was a provision
in the award that they could ‘“lay off”’
during wet weather, I received criticism
of such a scandalous state of affairs in practi-
cally every town. The individual responsible
for those complaints was mentioned by the
Minister as being present at the conference
when certain arrangements were being made
by the Country party. One has only to visit
work carried out by the department to know
that the material is of the best, and that
the workmanship is of the very best pro-
curable. There are, unfortunately, instances
where the department have been unfortu-
nate in getting a foreman who is not up to
the mark. On one job in my electorate one
individual was the best part of a fortnight
ai an hotel, but as soon as the matter was
brought under notice he promptly got the
*“ order of the boot.”
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Mr. Epwarps: It does not often happen
that they get the *“ order of the boot.”

Mr. FOLEY: In all instances where the
workmen are not up to the required stan-
dard and a complaint is made to the depart-
ment, which on investigation is found to be
correct, they get the ““order of the boot.”
I think the Opposition have had the worst end
ol the debate on this vote. On one hand ther
claim that more money should®be expended
in the erection of schools and public build-
ings, although in the early part of the
session they charged the Government with
being an ‘extravagant Government. Next
session when these Nstimates are being
debated they will again come forward with
their old charge of excessive use of public
money.

Question put and passed.

COURT OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
beg to move—
“That £5,183 be granted for ‘ Court
of Industrial Arbitration.””
The vote this year has been decreased by
£613. The amount actually expended last
vear was £4,358.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): There is a
decrease in this vote this year. ~From
experience we find that the Arbitration

Court at the present time is not functioning
in the way that we thought it would. 'The
experience of the workers of this State and
throughout Australia to-day has been that
the Arbitration Courts only take certain
facts into consideration, and that certain
things that the workers have to put up with
are never taken into consideration by the
court in fixing wages. Since the adoption
of arbitration in Australia and other parts
of the world, we find that the court has set
down a certain standard, and they adopt
what is the absolute minimum that a man
can feed himself on and keep himself fit
in order to continue to work and make
profits for his employer. The court does not
take into consideration what profits are
made in an industry, and the workers are
not receiving through the court a share of
what they are producing in the industry.

Mr. EDWARDS: What about the industries
which are making no profits?

Mr. GLEDSON: Directly the profits fall
below a certain point the men are thrown
on the scrapheap and become unemployed.

Mr. Ebpwarbs: What about the cattle
industry to-day? '

Mr. GLEDSON : T am not dealing with the
cattle indusiry. The Arbitration Court has
reduced the wages of employees in that
industry without any regard to the profits
previously made by the cattle owners. Year
after year, since this Government came
into power. the cattle owners and pastoralists
generally have not paid the men anything
like their fair share of the profits from that

industry. The pastoralists have made large
fortunes out of that industry. Take the
income tax returns and see the incomes

some of the cattle owners are making, and
look at the wages the men are being paid.
The same thing applies to otler industries.

Take the industry in which I have been
engaged for a lifetime—the coal-mining
industry. At the present time that indus-

try is working under the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court as well as under an award of,
the State Court. The State Court fixed

My, Gledson.]
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the wages in the industry, but in fixing
that rate of wages the court did not take
into consideration the profits being made
in the industry. It took only into considera-
tion what is the minimum amount that a
man can exist upon. Just lately, the Court
reduced the workers’ wages by 5s. a week,
belcause the cost of living has gone down,
but it did not take into consideration what
the employers were making out of the indus-
try. Take the award in connection with
storeckeepers and packers. Quite a number of
storemen and packers are employed in con-
nection with the produce agency business,
and their wages were reduced 5s. a week.
That means that a produce agent who
employs fifty men is able to save £12 10s.
a weck out of the wages of his employees,
or £650 a year, and mnot one penny of that
has gone back to either the consumer or
the producer. The agents have charged
the same commission that they charged pre-
vious to the reduction in wages. That 5s.
a week reduction in wages was simply a
gift to the produce agents. If an agent
employed 100 men, it would mean £1,300
a year to him; and, if he employed 250
men, it would mean an absolute gift of
£3.250 a year. The Arbitration Court did
not take into consideration whether those
industries were in a position to pay the
award or not. Now tfake the attitude of
the Court towards the workers. If the wor-
kers say ** We are going to protect ourselves,”
as thevy have done in connection with the
bricklayers, what is the attitude of the
Court? The Court says, “ We will take out
the preference clause unless you leave your
unions open and allow anyone to come in.”

Mr. EDwarDs : Why should they not allow
anyone to come in?

Mr. GLEDSON: In the first place, the
court fixes the wages at a rate sufficient only
to allow of a bare existence, and then they
say, “ You should allow everybody to come
in, so that you will only get employment on
two or three days a week.”

Mr. Kerr: If a man can get a job, should
he not be allowed to join the union?

Mr. GLEDSON: After the unions have
gone to the Arbitration Court and got good
conditions these men come along and say,
“ Let us join the union.”

Mr. Kerr: That is not the position at all.
Mr. GLEDSON : Why did the hon. mem-

ber not get into a union before he was forced
into one? If a man will not join a union
and join with his comrades in getting good
conditions, he has no right to force a man
out and take his place after good conditions
have been obtained. If you will not allow
the employers to take on any man they like
—if you prevent them from employing a man
who Is not a member of the union—they say
there is a strike on, and the court comes
along and says, ‘“ We will strike out your
award,” but if the employer comes along
and says he cannot afford to pay the rate
fixed by the court and throws his men out
of work—

Mr, KgRr: You are building up a glass
house. Xe does nothing of the kind.

Mr. GLEDSON: We have a case now in
connection with the Miners’ Union, of which
1 am an officer. In that union. not only did
we have an award, but we had an interpre-
tation from the tribunal that was appointed

[Mr. Gledson.
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under the Federal Industrial Peace Act as
to the amount that had to be paid for tim-
ber work., But what did this mineowner do?
He comes along and says, “I do not think
I ought to pay it,” and he closed down his
mine and threw the men out of work. That
occurred in the electorate of the hon. mem-
ber for Aubigny; but we do not see that
hon. member getting up in his place and
fighting for those men. From I1st August
these men have been thrown out of work
because the employer was not prepared to
pay the rates set down in the award.

Mr. Kixe: Is there any award to make
the workers work?

Mr. GLEDSON: There is the law of star-
vation, which is used by the friends of the
Opposttion.

Mr. S1zer: Not when you give relief.

Mr. GLEDSON : Is there any law to make
the worker work? Of course, there is a law
—when he sees his “ kiddies” come home at
night and he has nothing to put in their
mouths. That is the law which the friends
of the Opposition are carrying out at the
present time in Great Britain. I have here
the ¢ Manchester Guardian,” which is not
a Labour paper. A representative from this
paper went along to the coalmining districts,
and he reported as follows:—

“ A young miners’ agent here told me
of a colliery workman whom he knows.
The workman, like so many others just
now, is working only three days a week
and ‘playing’ the other three. He
reported that he would not be able to
come to the pit on his next working day.
Why not? he was asked. The workman
cried. His reason was that he had noth-
ing to eat. He had to walk to the col-
liery from Wigan—4% miles away—in the
morning and back at night. His mate
had brought food for him for the last
two days. His wife had to take off her
chemise, wash it, and pawn it to get some
food.

«“ Men were doing this every day, said
the miners agent; walking backwards
and forwards between Wigan and Hind-
ley, doing a full day’s work at the pit
with no food, and sometimes collapsing
from hunger. He had himself taken
food to the colliery to share with miners
and their families who were without.

““ Three weeks ago, at a meeting of
the local school attendance committee, a
mother proffered reasons why her chil-
dren could not attend school. - They had
no clothing fit to go in. The father,
working three days a week, took no food
with him to the colliery; the children
had no food in the morning, none ab
dinner time, and a slice of bread each
at night.

“ The latest scaling-down has reduced
the wages of these miners to the lowest
point they can touch under the existing
agreement. Wages at day rates are now
20 per cent. above those of 1914; the
cost of living, according to Government
figures, is 81 per cent. above that of 1914.
The lowest-paid adult worker is the sur-
face man with about 5s. 6d. per day.
The day’s pay of the most highly-skilled
collier amounts to about 9s. 10d. The
wages of the other grades fall some-
where between these two figures.”
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At 9 p.m.,

Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. Kine: That is the thing to make a
man work.

Mr. GLEDSON: Yes—one slice of bread
at night, and nothing in the morning, and
nothing at dinner time. :

Mr. EvrpurnstoNg: Tell us the tales about
Russia. There is something worse there.

Mr. GLEDSON: I can give you tales
about Russia. The hon. member for Oxley
knows nothing about Russian conditions.

Mr. KERrR: Do you know anything about
them ?

Mr. GLEDSON : I know something about
them. I do not know all about the matter,
because we cannot get a proper report of
what is happening in Russia in the capital-

istic Press. .

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
Labour Press?

Mr. GLEDSON: We cannot get it in the
Labour Press because the capitalists control
the cables between here and Russia. The
news is prevented from coming here, but
when the truth is told about Russia we shall
find that the Russian Government will not
allow their children to starve under their
system, and to go without dinner. They
will not send the children to bed with one
slice of bread in the day.

Mr. Kerr: We have been told about the
starving children in Russia, and have been
sending food to them.

Mr. GLEDSON: What are the conditions
under arbitration in England?

Mr. Kerr: Talk about Queensland, and
never mind Russia !

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite
do not like to have the conditions under
Nationalist Governments cxposed. They
do not like the conditions under the govern-
ment of their friends to be shown up.

Mr. ErpaixstoNe: Did you see those 200
unemployed here yesterday?

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite
are barking like a lot of dogs. I want to
point out that, whilst the wages of the
miners in Great Britain have been reduced
under arbitration—surface men having been
reduced to 5s. 6d. a day. and other men to
7s 9d. a day, or practicallv 20 per cent. over
the 1914 rates—the cost of living has increased
from 80 to 100 per cent. over the 1914
rates. At the same time the profits of the
colliery proprietors in Great Britain have
increased out of all bounds.

Mr. Sizer: If that is so, why did you
support the Government in reducing the
wages by the Arbitration Court?

Mr. GLEDSON: I can say that I did
not support the proposal.

Mr. Kerr: You voted for it.

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite
asked me a question, and then they will not
allow me to answer it

Mr. Xerr: Tell the truth, then!

Mr. GLEDSON: I did not support the
proposal to reduce warges, but I did support
the proposal to reduce the hon. member’s
wages, That is what the hon. member for
Nundah is complaining about. He is com-

‘What about the
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plaining about the reduction of his own
salary. = Instead of stopping in the House
when the vote was taken, the hon. member
walked outside rather than support the
measure to reduce his own wages.

Mr. S1zEr: I voted for it.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member did
not. He walked outside. I want to point
out that the profits of the colliery proprietors
have increased out of all bounds while the
miners’ wages have been reduced under
arbitration. I would like to point out that
the same thing applies in connection with
the Federal Arbitration Court, and the
Federal tribunal under the Industrial Peace
Act. The position in the coal industry at
present is such that there is likely to be a
big upheaval in Australia, and that no coal
will be produced in the Commonwealth in
a few days, through the action of certain
interests which are at work to prevent the
miners from getting a decent wage. In the
South Coast district of New South Wales,
where there is a Nationalist Government in
power, the men were working at a rate very
much under the minimum wage. Under the
efficiency clause they were entitled to have
their wages made up tc that amount, but
the colliery proprietors refused to raise them
to that amount. This matter has been hang-
ing on for eighteen months. The Coal
Tribunal promised the men that, if they
would work, they would deal mith the
matter.

Mr. IrpHixsTONE: That was when the
Labour Government were in power.

Mr. GLEDSON: The Federal Nationalist
Government have taken control of all
madtters in connection with the coal industry.
The Coal Tribunal met, but did not deal
with the case. The colliery proprietors have
since come along and asked for a 335 per
cent. reduction in the miners’ wages. They
say they are going to apply to the Federal
High Court to get an injunction against the
tribunal dealing with the efficiency clause.
The tribunal said,  We will deal with the
claim to reduce miners’ wages by 33% per
cent., to increase their hours, and take away
their Saturday half-holiday and make them
work all day on Saturdays.” There are
several other things they want to take from
the men—overtime and other payments.
They will deal with those matters, but will
not deal with the matter which has been
hanging on over eighteer. months.

An_ OpposiTion MEMBER: What is the cure
for that?

Mr. GLEDSON : We want to appoint men
to our Arbitration Court bench who know
something about the industry. I think we
ought to take the Arbitration Courts out of
the hands of judges altogether, and put men
in charge who have gone through the mill,
and know what it is to be a worker, what
it is to live on £4 a week and only have
three days’ work a week, and what it is to
live for weeks without any wages at all.

Mr. Green: I thought the Arbitration
Court judges were temperamentally fitted.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Townsville perhaps thought that Mr. Gar-
butt and Mr. Edkins were temperamentally
fitted to decide what was to be the policy of
the Country party. The leader of the Opposi-
tion does not think that they are tempera-
mentally fitted.

Mr. WargreN: What do you think they are?
Mr. Gledson.]
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Mr. GLEDSON: I am not here to give my
opinion on that. All I have got tc do now
is to deal with this vote, and most of my
time has been taken up in answering inter-
jections,

Mr. Kive: Do you favour wages boards?

Mr. GLEDSON: If we are going to get
down to arbitration that would be a success,
then we shall have to get away from the
practice of fixing the minimum wage of the
worker. We should not merely fix a wage
that he can exist on. We have to allow him
sufficient money to keep himself in bodily
health. It is time that he got away from
being a mere machine for the employing
class and a machine for making profits for
employers, because under that system, when
a man is of no further use to them, they
throw him out altogether. They tell him
then that he can go to the Government and
get relief, or go to Dunwich or anywhere
else he likes. We have got to get away from
that, We have got to treat the workers as
being necessary to thé community. Men
should not be mere machines, as they are at
the present time. To do that we must get
arbitration away from the judges of the
courts. We should appoint an independent
man who knows something about what he is
adjudicating on, so that he can give a deci-
sion on broad lires in the interests of the

workers of the State and in the interests
of the community. After all, we must all
realise—the  Opposition also—that every

reduction In wages means less money in
circulation, and that means less employment,
We know that the workers spend every penny
they get. You do not see the workers going
to America or England for a trip.

Mr. Kerr: You won’t give a man a chance,
You want to level everyone down; that is
your policy.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Enoggera must realise that there are two
classes in the community. One is the class
of people who work to keep those who do not
work, and the second is the class who do not
work but live on those who do. The capi-
talistic class have members of the Opposition
fighting for them all the time. They pro-
vide them with funds to fight the workers
with. 'These are the pcople who are on top
every time. They control, not only members
of the Opposition, but they control the
capitalistic Press; they control the cables and
everything else, and they also, to a large
extent, control the wages of the workers. I
hope that arbitration will be put on such a
basis that future workers will not be tied
down to the exact minimum that it is possible
to pay them, but that they will get a decent
wage for the work they perform.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): We have just
heard a diatribe from the hon. member, who
is among those who wish to see the govern-
ment of the country carried on by expound-
ing class hatred and class consciousness. The
hon. member for Ipswich tried to point out
how badly off the workers of Australia, and
Queensland in particular, are at the present
time. We have got to remind him of the
fact that, when the Government took office.
members of the Opposition pointed out quite
plainly what the position would be, because
the Government were acting on unsound lines.
They were expounding the theories of the
stamp orator, the man who breeds class
hatred and tries to prevent the people of
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Australia from settling down to industry and:
work.,

At 9.15 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair,

Mr. CORSER : You cannot find hon., mem-
bers opposite with one idea in the interests of
building up industries. They are always
expounding the theory that one section must
fight against the other, and they can only
exist by having continual strikes in industry
and by destroying industry.

Mr, Corrins: Is this your South Brisbane
speech ?

Mr. CORSER: It is not necessarily my
South Brisbane speech, but the hon. gentle-
man should listen and digest it for himself.
The workers of Queensland to-day, after
being under the domination of a socialistic
Administration for seven years, agree that
the wages, despite Arbitration Courts, are
no better than the wages were under the
previous Administration in 1914. Hon. mem-
bers are silent as to that statement.

Mr., W. Coorer: That is the younger ones.
They may be getting smaller wages.

Mr. CORSER : The hon. gentleman admits
something ; yet his Government say they are
going to rectify all things. They claim the
votes of the younger section. Why do they
not go to the younger section and tell them
the truth? I have a quotation here from the
“ Qtandard ”’ of 14th March, 1922, which
says—

T The actual money value of the pre-
sent high wages is 11 per cent. less than
during the pre-war period. . . . As
a matter of cold fact, the Australiam
workers were receiving higher wages ten
vears ago than at any period since.”

That is from their own official organ. Here
is another quotation from the ¢ Railway
Advocate,” also an official organ of the
Labour party, under date 10th February,
1922—

““ The basic wage in 1911 was 5ls. 3d.,
equal to £4 17s. 4d. in January, 1922,
therafore the present basic wage is 17s.
4d. per weck less than in 18117

Those are admissions from their own official
organ, which show that they are worse off
since this Government have been in power.
The Glovernment came into power by promis-
ing the workers cheap food, cheap rent, }.ugh
wages, and short hours. These are: the things
that they preached from the kerosene tins
at election time. We find that after sevem
vears in office a lot of the people have gob
no work at all, and their official papers say
that those who are working are receiving less
than was received under the last Administra-
tion. 1 consider that the Government are
responsible for the uncmployed which exist
to-day, because they have killed industries,
and because they have killed all incentive to
thrift. People who have got money to invest
are not going to invest it in industry under
present conditions. That is the reason so
many have had to close down.

Mr., Forey: Quote ‘ Knibbs” on profits.

Mr. CORSER: We have only to look at
New South Wales to see the unemployment
that wa= created there by the Continuous
Labour Government.

The CEATRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
gentleman to confine his remarks to  the
vote, which is “ Court of Industrial Arbitra-
tion.”” If he can connect unemployment
with that, he is quite in order.
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Mr. CORBER: I am coming round to it.
{Laughter.) The Industrial Arbitration
Court was established to provide a fair
living, and we had a temperamentally fitted
judge appointed. Now hon. members oppo-
site are condemning the judge, and the hon,
member for Ipswich says we ought to be
more careful and appoint men who are fitted
t> the position. That is what the hon. mem-
ber sald who has just resumed his seat,
and yet they appointed those judges them-
sclves. I suppose they will have the audacity
in the next generation to blame our children
for the existing state of things, although we
are on the Opposition side. Hven to-day
they would try to throw the blame on some-
body else, yet one of their pet schemes
when they came into power was industrial
arbitration. They get up to-day and con-
demn it, and the whole of the community
in the State, both employer and employee,
agree that arbitration under present con-
ditions is not sound.

Mr. Prast: What do you think?

Mr. CORSER: If the hon. member will
come to my room to-morrow, I will enlighten
‘him. (Laughter.)

Mr, PEasE: Do your party not stand for
industrial arbitration?

Mr. CORSER: We believe in giving to
every member of the community the full
reward of his labour and that, if a man is
worthy of a high wage, he should get it.
We believe that there should be employment
for all, and that state of affairs can -be
brought about by giving to the Opposition
ihe opportunity to govern the State. We
believe, too, that no Arbitration Court should
prevent men from entering into partnership
with their employers so that they may
receive some of the benefits of their produc-
tion. Hon. members opposite do not want the
people to increase production. They say,
“Do as little as you can and create more
employment,” whereas that creates unem-
ployment. Whether the worker be a maker
«of goods, a toiler on the roads, or a baker,
i¥ he does not produce to the best of his
ability, we cannot be fed cheaply and well
and have money to spend.

My. W. CooprEr: If you get everybody to
produce foodstuffs, you will have any amount
of food.

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members opposite
want the wealthy to take the job of the
man with a pick and shovel,

Mr. W. CoopeEr: He should do his fair
share, at all events.

Mr. CORSER: In the view of hon. mem-
bers opposite, no man works unless he takes
off his coat and toils at some labouring
job. Every class of worker is useful in the
community, and every worker knows that.
Why should one man go and fill somebody
clse’s job?

Mr. W. CoorEr: It is not right to go
and exploit the worker.

Mr. CORSER: If he is exploiting the
worker, what are the Government doing?
‘They got into power on the ticket that they
ware going to rectify all these things.

Mr. W. CoorER: We have rectified them.

Mr. CORSER: Then why talk about unem-
ployment? (Opposition laughter.) We say
that those unfortunate men who came here
vosterday should at least have had the
courtesy of a hearing from the Premier.
1 say that in all seriousness. Those members

[6 SEprEMBER.]

Supply. 1277

of the community have a right to expect
the Government to give them work, because
the Arbitration Court was established to
provide work for them. We were told that
it. was going to rectify conditions so that
all could get work. The annual report of the
Director of the Commonwealth Bureau of
Commerce and Industry contains the follow-
ing opinion:—

“ When the worker is more of a partner
in the enterprise, and knows what is
happening and is permitted to share in
the profits, I am of opinion he will
accept some responsibility for loss and
be prepared to share it.” '

At 9.25 p.m.,

Mr. PoLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair,

Mr. W. Coorer: Do you agree with that?
Mr. CORSER: I do, and we should estab-

lish a system under which the employer
iz prepared to give that to the worker and
share the profit with him, and we should
not allow any Arbitration Court to interfere.

Mr, GLEDSON: Why not give the worker
some say in the industry?

My, CORSER: Why not give him some
say in the Tramways Bill?

Mr. GrLEpsoN: He has.

Mr. CORSER: The hon. member may
have an opportunity to support a direct
amendment in that direction.

Mr. Grepsox: The workers will elect the
board to control the undertaking.

Mr. CORSER : The tramway workers have
asked for two representatives on the board,
and the Government have refused their
request.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. CORSER: Although hon. members
opposite say that Australia is badly situated
i comparison with other countries—although
they have not included Russia—they have
not remembered to say that there are
3.327,456 persons in Australia with deposits
in our Savings Banks, with an average of
£46 to their credit, and that they hold no
less a balance than £154,396,051.

Mr. CorLixs: Now quote the millions of
the capitalists. The other is a mere drop in
the bucket.

Mr. CORSER : Let the hon. member quote
the number of millionaires there are in
Queensland. I suppose he would immediately
point to some institution to which hon. mem-
bers opposite may be lending money. It
is very interesting to read 1in the annual
report of the Bureau of Commerce and
industry, from which I have already quoted,
the following extract:—

“ The nation is a great co-operative
society. Some men make boots, some
make clothes, some produce fuel, and
some raise food. The workers engaged
in making boots, clothes, &ec., get certain
wages which they spend in buying boots
and clothes, fuel and food. Now, if all
the workers limit their output to the
utmost, they may conceivably receive
high wages, but there will be little food
and fuel and few boots and clothes.
There will be too few to go round, and
the result will be that the workers are
ill-clad and ill-nourished, whatever their
money-wages may be, for one cannot
eat money. If, on the other hand, all

Myr. Corser.]
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the workers produce, with the help of
the most perfect machinery, vast quanti-
ties of clothes, food, fuel, &c., the goods
produced will have to be consumed and
they can be consumed only by the many.
High production all round leads to great
consumption all round. It makes cloth-
ing, food, fuel, &c., plentiful for the
workers.”
Hon. members on this side believe that a
fair reward should be given to every worker,
that therc should be proper encouragement
to produce, and that neither hon. members
opposite nor their satellites outside the
House shall create class hatred and prevent
men from working, or point out to them that
by such means they are going to create more
wages and higher wages. That is economi-
cally unsound, for the higher our production
the cheaper our means of production even in
primary production, and the cheaper and

higher our production the better for the
State and everyone in the State.
Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It seems

strange that hon. members opposite should
wish to cast slurs on members on this side so
far as arbitration is concerned. I believe
in arbitration. I do not think, as one hon.

member inferred, that the mem-
[9.30 p.m.] bers of the court should be

temperamentally fitted for the
position. I think that the Arbitration Court
should adjudicate fairly between the worker
and the employer. The hon. member for
Mitchell the other night cast a slur on me by
saying that I farmed the farmer. I believe
in seeing an absolutely fair deal given. I
believe that hon. members on this side stand
for a fair deal to a greater ext2nt that do
hon. members on the other side. It is abso-
iutely untrue to say that I am farming the
farmer. The hon. member who made that
statement paid £3 a week to a man who was
working his pineapple ranch—hard toil in
the sun. He found that that was too much,
and he employed an old-age pensioner.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He paid
more than he was getting out of it.

Mr. WARREN: I pay £4 a week, which
is more than the Government are paying to
men who are working for them at Beerburrum
cleaning up the farms which have been
deserted by returned soldiers.

The SECREFARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did you
never pay less than £4 a week?

Mr. WARREN: Yes, I have, but not
during the last five years have I paid a man
of the full age who has been able w0 do a
full day’s work less than £4 a week. The
Government should have the Arbitration
Court put on them for their action in regard
to Beerburrum. Those men are being sweates
by the Government. It is manifestly unfair
that they should have to do the rough work
of cleaning up farms at £3 a week. It is
not sufficient to keep a man going. I admit
that it is a very difficult proposition from
the Government’s point of view. At the same
time it is abeolutely wrong for those men to
be sweated because the Government happen
to be the Government. No man that I know
along the North Coast line 1s paying less
than £3 10s. a week. At Woombye, Palm-
woods, and all the big fruitgrowing districts,
they are paying from [£3 10s. to £4 5s. a
weck., The clearing of these farms has been
rendered necessary by the mistake which was
made in putting men on land which was not
fit for farming. I challenge hon. members
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opposite to say that it is right for the Govern-
ment to take advantage of men who are
wanting work, and I challenge them also to-
produce any evidence that members on this
side wish to sweat the worker.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): When the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act was going through we
strongly objected to the preference to unionists
clause being inserted, but that clause went
into the Bill. What I object to now is that
the employer is being made an organiser for
the Australian Workers’” Union. In my
opinion, preferemce to unionists meant that,
if two men applied for a job, one being a.
unionist and the other not, the job was to
be given to the unionist.

Mr. W. Coorer: All things being equal.

Mr. MOORE: To-day we have got past
that. The court has gone outside its jurisdic-
tion in forcing preference to unionists in quite
a different way. The last definition we have
is contained in an award of 10th May, 1922
T am going to read the clause to show what [
mean. It says—

“ The employer, when employing or
re-employing any worker other than a
casual worker, shall make it a condition
of employment that he shall (unless he is
already a member thereof) agree to be-
come a member of the Australian Wor-
kers’ Union:

“ Provided that if a strike occurs, any
employer, on notice to the secretary of the
union, may apply to the court for the
abolition of preference either wholly or
partially. Upon such application ’the
court may vary or rescind this clause.”

The court is forcing men to become unionists
whether they want to do so or not, and
forcing the employer to decline to give employ-
ment to a man if he does not belong to a
union, even when a unionist is not offering
for the job. The hon. member for Mount
Morgan a few years ago said—

“ The court is only useful in so far as
the union is strong enough to enfores its
demands from the court; and, if the
union is strong enough to enforce 1ts
demands from the court, it can do it
without the court.”

That is an admission that the court is useful
only when the union is strong enough to:
enforce its demands. What sort of court is
that?

Mr. WeR: That is not the logic of that
argument at all.

Mr. MOORE : If the union is strong enough
to enforce its demands, it is intimidation.
Have we not seen that throughout Australia
during the last two or three years the:
strongest unions get the best awards because
they are able to enforce their demands in the
court ? .

Mr. Werr: Do you find that that applies
in connection with Federal arbitration, too?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, it applies both m
Federal and in State arbitration. I do not
think the principle is a good one. The
wages board system was far better.

Mr. BRENNAN : What about the Industrial
Peace Act?

My, MOORE: There was nothing wrong
with the Industrial Peace Act.

Mr. Brexnax: It only bred strikes.

Mr. MOORE: We did not have many
strikes under the Industrial Peace Act
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There 13 no work now for
enable them to strike.

Mr. WiINSTANLEY : Why did you abandon
the wages board system ?

Mr. MOORE : I have not the faintest idea.
I suppose they thought they were. going to
get something better. The present (Govern-
ment abandoned the Industrial Peace Act
and put the Industrial Arbitration Act in its
place, saying that it was going to be final
and there would be no appeal. The Queens-
land Government were the first to appeal.
When we reach the stage that the Govern-
ment cannot abide by their own court, but
have to go in for super-arbitration, can
anybody say that 1t is a success? - The
workers all over the State to-day are saying
that the court is of no use to them. We
have the spectacle of the workers, who at
one time sard the judge was temperamentally
fitted, now abusing him. I do not agree
that the Arbitration Court should only be
used in the interests of unionists who are
strong enough to force certain decisions. If
the court cannot enforce its decisions, I do
not see that it is of any use at all. The
court has not been the success it should be.
No court that does not take skill into account
can be fair. If it is to be a success, it
requires the whole-hearted support of both
sections. Awards should be abided by loyally
by both sections. If the awards are to be
ignored, the court will not be a success. The
court gave an award dealing with Mount
Morgan. The men flouted that award and
remained out of work. Ther could have
gone back to work or the conditions on
which they eventually went back long before
they did. The court does not take into con-
sideration the prosperity of an industry.

. Mr. Dasu: The court did in the cattle
industry, and reduced the wages.

Mr. MOORE: If you are not receiving
money out of an industry, how can you pay
the wages?

. Hon. W, Forean Smits : The hon. member
is on the wrong vote. The Department of
Labour enforces the awards,

Mr. MOORE: I think the court has over-
stepped ity powers in relation to preference.
I think it is out of all reason. I object to
being bludgeoned into the position of
becoming an organiser of a large organisa-
tion. If a man offers hiniself for work, and
he is not a unionist, if no unionist is offer-
ing, we have a perfect right to give him
employment, without compelling him to join
a union to which he strongly objects.

Mr. PAVYNE (Mitchell): I am satisfied
that we have some defects in our arbitration
system, but it is a better system than the
lopsided system we had in vogue a few
years ago to settle disputes between capital
and labour. I have always found defects in
arbitration. No court that sets out to regu-
late conditions between the worker and the
capitalist will be a success unless that court
can_have control over the cost of living., I
said that many years ago, and it stands good
to-day. The court has the power to fix a
living wage, and may increase the wage of
the worker in a certain industry this week,
and next week that increase is taken away
because of an increase in the cost of living.
When Judge Higgins first sat on the Federal
Arbitration Court he said that he felt sure
that the court was not going to function
in a proper way unless it could control the
vost of living. The hon. member for

the men to
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Murrumba made sneering remarks about an
old man on my farm. If that old man does
not receive better treatment on my farm
than the hon. member gives his men, I
will leave this Chamber. The man that does
the work on my farm, when he is working, is
paid 12s. 6d. per day. The hon. member for
Murrumba prates about returned soldiers. I
said on one occasion that he had five or six
families on his dairy farm. I have since
ascertained that during the last three years
he has had six families on that farm.

Mr. WarReN: That is a lie.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

I ask the hon. member to withdraw that
remark.
Mr. WARREN: In deference to your

wishes I withdraw the remark; but the
statement by the hon. member for Mitchell
is not true.

Mr. PAYNE: I am stating facts. I can get
a written statement from the next-door farmer
to prove that every word I say is true.

Mr. Vowres: The hon. member 1s
throwing mud.
Mr. PAYNE: I will throw more mud.

The hon. member for Murrumba wears a
returned soldier’s badge on his coat.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
1 hope the hon. member will connect his
remarks with the vote before the Committee.

Mr. PAYNE: The hon. member {for
Murrumba would not lend his horse and cart
to a returned soldier who had been working
for him to fetch his goods and chattels to the
railwar station. He had to get a horse and
cart from the next-door neighbour’s to fetch
them down to the railway station.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I hope the hon. member will connect his
remarks with the vote before the Committee.

Mr. PAYNE: It is admitted that there
will alwavs be defects in arbitration. I am
of the opinion that, while the existing order
is maintained, we shall have disputes.
Arbitration will not settle all matters. It
would be madness to abolish the Arbitration
Court unless we can set up something better
in its place.

Mr. BRENNAN (T'oowoomba): It is gener-
ally recognised that we, as a Labour party,
have a platform which no member has a
right to deviate from unless that platform
is altered by a Labour convention. Arbitra-
tion is one of the planks of the Labour plat-
form, and we are bound by it. The hon.
member for Murrumba referred to farmers
paying from £3 10s. to £4 5s. per week.
Imagine the farmers’ party going out with
their platform and advocating that farm
hands should get from £3 10s. to £4 5s. per
week | If he went to the Darling Dowus he
would be pole-axed for making that sugges-
tion. The farmers could not afford, accord-
ing to the view of hon. members opposite, to
pay such a wage. They say we must not
have the rural workers’ log applied to the
farmers. They also say that the farmers’
children have to work in order to enable the
farmers to make ends meet; yet we have
one member of the party advocating from
£3 10s. to £4 5s. per week, and then abusing
the Government because they put men on to
clean up farms when the soldiers have been
unable to make a success of them., We have
tried to make these farms available to other
returned soldiers after being wvacated by
returned soldiers, and thereby absorb some

Mr. Bremnan.]
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of the unemployed who are also returned
soldiers. Yet we find such a policy being
abused by the hon. member for Murrumba.
On the other hand, you hear a blare of
trumpets at the Post Office. We are told
that the Prime Minister once wanted a band
to head a procession, and he was told it was
not a circus. He replied, ** What is politics
but a circus?’ The hon, member for Mur-
rumba agrees with that, and at the Post
Office we have a blare of trumpets.

The hon. member for Aubigny complained
about the Australian Workers’ Union having
preference in connection with local authority
work, and particularly on construction works.
Yet on one occasion we had men leaving
their farms, valued at some thousands of
pounds, and bringing their teams in and
working on construction works. They got
the ‘award rates, although they were not
industrialists. They took out tickets in the
Australian Workers’ Union, and were thus
enabled to deprive honest men who were
following up construction work from receiv-
ing employment. They had their crops
growing on their farms, but they were not
satisfied with their crops and a guarantee of
8s. per bushel for wheat. They wanted
to get all they could, and they came in and
started this work and prevented regular con-
struction workers from getting employment.
The Arbitration Court should not allow men
who have valuable farms and growing crops
to step in and stop industrial workers from
getting work. On the Willowburn construc-
tion works there were eight or ten farmers
who had no right to be allowed to be
employed there.

Mr. Vowres: For the same reason you
should not be allowed to grow wheat.

Mr. BRENNAN: I did not grow wheat.
I put in a crop of wheat and took the risk,
and the proceeds went to the Toowoomba
Hospital, I did not make anything out of
it. If every man «did the same, the Too-
woomba Hospital would be out of debt to-day.

At 9.55 p.m., .
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for
Aubigny objects to the one big union, yet
he supports the Primary Producers’ Orgam-
sation Act, which is the greatest communistic
Act ever place on the statute-book. We are
constantly hearing the word *‘communistic”
from the hon. member for Oxley. If they
want to know what communism means, they
io to the Primary Producers’ Orgamsatlon

ot.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerTs : Then it is nationali-
sation?

Mr. BRENNAN : Of course, it is nationali-
sation.

Mr.
before.

Mr. BRENNAN: T did not deny it. We
find in the city at the present time, at the
corner of Elizabeth street, certain trouble
arising because a contractor refused to con-
form to the Arbitration Court award. He is
putting off men and putting on free labourers
who are nothing else but ‘“scabs.’”” What
chance has the worker of getting a fair deal
unless he gets into one big union in order
to preserve what he already holds? If any
body of men out of work can go as free
labourers to a man like Taylor, and deprive

[Mr. Brennan.
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those men who have fought for years to
bring about a certain condition of things, it
is unfair to deprive those unionists of their
right to obtain the benefits of the Arbitration
Court. We know the defects of the Arbitra-
tion Court, but at the present time it is the
best system we know of, and it is no use
altering the system and bringing in some-
thing of which we know nothing at all. The
hon. member for Murrumba has all sorts of
complaints about the Arbitration Court. I
would like to see arbitration extended to the
share system of farming. I know something
about that system, having practised my pro-
fession on the Downs for some years, and
the leader of the Opposition also knows some-
thing about it, The farmer usually has the
thick end of the stick. He gets a man with
a wife and four or fire children to work his
farm. He puts on a big herd of cattle, and
he usually gives this man one-third of the
net profits. IHe supplies the seeds while they
supply all the labour. If you take the
capital value of the land, the interest on
the value of that land, and the cost of sup-
plying seeds and plant, and put against that
the supply of labour, it is a most unfair
arrangement that the man who has the capi-
tal should get two-thirds of the profit and
the man who supplies the labour only ene-
third. Probably, if the owner of that farm
could get a better tenant to put more labour
on that farm, without any reason he will
dismiss this man with his wife and family.
It has been done very often. I heard a
reference to a certain man having had six
familics on his farm in one year, and he
denied it. I know farmers on the Downs
who have had four or five families on their
farms in one year. These rack-renting land-
lords are all the same. What we want is
an Act providing for one form of agreement
in connection with this share-farming system,
and no farmer should have the rlght to go
outside the four corners of that one agree-
ment. I know when Edward Denham, brother
of the then Premier of Queensland, went
all over the Downs and took up farms on
the share system. He had the capital, and
he put cattle on the farms, and if you saw
the way that man treated his tenants, hon.
members would agree that there should be
an Arbitration Court award dealing with this
share system of farming in order to protect
those men who are forced to work for rack-
renting farmers,

Mr. J. H. C. Ropgrrs: How would you
suggest having an Arbitration Court award?

Mr. BRENNAN: I say they should have
some protection under an agreement. They
should have a definite agreement.

Mr. J. H. C. Rorerts: They have a
definite agreement.

Mr. BREMNMNAN: A definite agreement
in favour of the Iandlord.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: Not at all. When
the tenant farmer signs the agreement he
shows that he is in favour of it. There is no
compulsion.

Mr. BRENNAN: Vou will often find a
clause in the agreement to the effect that
the hay on the farm is to belong to the
landlord. There may be a dry spell, and the
tenant has to use the hay, and as scon as
the hay is used, the lardlord comes forward
and takes the whole of the cream cheque,
instead of the two-thirds to which he is
entitled under the agreement, and he says
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to the tenant, ““ You know that is my hay.”
I have had experience in these matters.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperts: You have no
experience,

Mr. BRENNAN: I have had experience.
T have never farmed with Chinamen, like the
hon. member has done. We must have pro-
tection for any man who has to work on a

farm. The Opposition have nothing better
to offer than the Industrial Arbitration
Court; they want to get back to the old

system of the Industrial Peace Act. We
know there was a sirike at Griffiths’
Foundry, in Toowoomba. The frm was
employing Russians, under the provisions of
the Industrial Peace Act, and, because the
Russians could not speak English, they were
entitled to employ them at a lower rate of
wages.

Mr. J. H. C. RoprrTs:

The Russians
believed in Communism.

Mr. BRENNAN: So did Griffiths
Brothers.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: So did Brennan.
{Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN : There was a dispute over
the employment of these Russians, and some
dispute with reference to employing Germans,
but under the Industrial Peace Act you could
not touch the employer on that account.
"There are no strikes in Queensland at the
present time worth mentioning. During the
last eighteen months this State has been
more free from strikes than any other State
in the Commonwealth. What is wrong with
the Arbitration Act? The employers and
employees are satisfed with it, although
there may be a little dispute at times.
Where there are complaints, we have an
opportunity of remedying them. We have to
stand for the Arbitration Court while it is
a part of our platform. If the Labour
Convention puts forward something better,
we will adopt it; bubt at present we are
going to support the Arbitration Court, and
think that it should not be interfercd with.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I am surprised
that Opposition members should have the
temerity to criticise the Arbitration Court.
If there is one institution more than another
that the Government ought to be proud of,
it is the Arbitration Court, and one can only
get an idea of its efficiency by comparing
1t with other Arbitration Courts established
in Australia and other parts of the world.
t is not necessary to go beyond Australia
to find an Arbitration Court—a supposedly
democratically founded court—that does not
give anything like the same access to both
emploryers and employees as the Queens-
land Court gives. When the present Premier
introduced the Industrial Arbitration Biil in
1915, he laid it down that the fullest provi-
sions were to be made for both employers and
employees in cases of urgency and emergency
to approach the court, and to obtain a fair
hearing of all grievances. The Common-
wealth Arbitration Court is an entirely
different institution, and the reason why
hon. members opposite are criticising this
vote is probably because they would like a
court something on the lines of the Common-
wealth  Arbitration Ceurt.

Myr. Greex : The hon. member for Ipswich
criticised it.

Mr, POLLOCK : Almost every Opposition
member has criticised the functions performed
by the Arbitration Court. The hon. member
for Oxley said that the time had arrived

1922—4 x
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when he believed that arbitration should be
thrown overboard. I had a very bitter experi-
ence as an organiser of the Australian
Workers’ Union before entering Parliament
in connection with the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court. For many years we had
organised the station hands with a view to
putting their case before the court, The
Commonwealth Act lays it down very
definitely that no case can be heard in the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court unless the
dispute extends beyond the boundaries of one
State. Two or more States must actually be
engaged in a definite dispute before the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court can intervene,
so, naturally, its jurisdietion is limited. We
organised the station hands for about six or
seven years and found it very difficult to
approach the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court. It was not ah industry where men
congregated in large numbers like the meat-
viorks hands or the shearcrs in the shearing-
sheds. The station hands could not create a
definite strike extending into two States in
order to bring their case before the court,
so it took six or seven years before we could
get a hearing, although perhaps the station
hands were better organised than any body
of men in the Commonwealth. Almost every
man working on the stations in Queensland
and in many parts of New South Wales, also
in South Australia and Western Australia,
was a financial member of the Australian
Workers” Union. They had a grievance,
because the wages were not commensurate
with the tasks they were called upon to
perform, but they could not approach the
court because they could not create a strike
in two States. After waiting many years
they approached the Queensland Arbitration
Court, and in a short time were given a
hearing. That shows the differcnce between
the Queensland Court and the Commonwealth
Court. For many years those men collected
evidence, and were prepared to go before the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court. I had
signed affidavits from hundreds of workers
on different stations stating that the amounts
paid to them were not sufficient, and giving
information about the cost of living to show
that they should receive an increase. In
Queensiand there is always a judge available
to hear the cases brought before the court.
The Commonwealth Arbitration Court had
sixty cases waiting to be heard. Some of them
were waiting for six or eight or ten months.
In spite of that, they never appointed more
than one judge of the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court. Mr. Justice Higgins for years
had the whole of that work on his shoulders.
The result was that many men who wanted
to approach the Arbitration Court-—~they were
not actually on strike but they had a grievance
—were not able to do so because there were
so many cases waiting to be heard.

Mr. Sizer: They have overcome the diffi-
culty by appointing more judges.

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman has
no idea of the subject when he says that. The
only additional judge was Mr. Justice Powers,
and, some time after he was appointed, Mr.
Higgins resigned.

Mr. Szer: Mr. Webb, of South Australia,
and Sir John Quick, of Victoria, have since
been appointed judges of the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court.

Mr. POLLOCK : That must be because we
are approaching a Federal election. There
was only one judge of the Commonwealth

Mr. Pollock.]
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Arbitration Court for years until Mr. Justice
Powers was appointed. Mr, Justice Higgins
resigned and Mr. Justice Powers carried on
alone until a few days ago, when, as the hon.
member for Nundah says, two more judges
Were appointed.
r. J. H. C. RoBerTs: Why did not Mr.
Fisher appoint extra judges?
Mr. FErricks: IHe tried to widen the
powers in order to allow the Commonwealth
Court to deal with cases arising in one State.

Mr. POLLOCK : I am making a compari-
son between te Commonwealth and Queens-
land Arbitration Courts, to show that our
own court is a very efficient court. I think
I am proving that. It doe: not matter to
me whether Labour men have failed to do
these things in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment or not, The fact is that the Queens-
land Government have not failed, that they
hold that the court is all that it is claimed
to be, and that it is easily the most advanced
institution of its kind in the world, where
the employer and employee can get redress
at the shortest notice, and where the judge
is entirely independent. Nobody can say
that the judges of our Arbitration Court are
not in an independent position.

Mr. Vowres: I hope so.

Mr. POLLOCK: Does the hon. member
mean to say that they are not in an
independent position? That is the sort of
innuendo that one expects from him. Plenty
of rumours have been going around that
these gentlemen are temperamentally fit and
that sort of thing; but the fact remains that
they are there for a certain term, and they
can do what they like for that term. The
suggestion has been made that they are not
independent, and I wanted to know whether
the hon. mémber makes that innuendo.

Mr. Vowres: I presume all judges are
independent.

Mr. POLLOCK: I am quite content to
leave it at that. Everyone knows that the
judges are independent, and that the
machinery of the court is the most up-to-date
in the world. 1 challenge the hon. member
to show me any court in the world which
gives better facilities to the parties. If that
is so, what is wrong with the arbitration
system, except that hon. members opposite
may want to revert to that old state of
affairs when men had to meet their
employers around a table and discuss what
wages they were going to be allowed to
receive? Arbitration was introduced only
because the men who were working for a
living could not get a fair deal at those
conferences, I have been on any amount of
them, and I know that the men who were
standing against the ecmployers had no
chance at all of getting a fair deal.

Mr., J. H. C. RoserTs : Will you say that
no mistakes have been made in the Queens-
land Arbitration Court?

Mr. POLLOCK: I will leave it to the
hon. member to say what mistakes have, in
his opinion, been made. I am not criticising
the court. I am saying that it is the most
up-to- date and most efficient, and, in my
opinion, as fair a court as exists in any
country in the world.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
it could be improved ?

Mr. POLLOCK : I do not think the hon.
member or his colleagues would attempt to

[Mr. Pollock.
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improve it in any direction that would give
a better deal to the worker. I am sorry that
I cannot answer the hon, member’s questions
in a way that will suit his book,

Mr. VOWLES interjected with refcrence to
the basic wage.

Mr. POLLOCK : That is another question
that the hon. member will have answered
in due course. I have said in this House
that I am prepared to trust the court in the
fixation of my salary, and that is more
than the hon. member is prepared to do. Ag
any time I am prepared to leave the
salaries or eomoluments, or whatever you
like to call them, of any person in the com-
munity to the Arbitration Court, I do not
want the Arbitration Court for the workers
and a special tribunal to fix my salary or
the salaries of my colleagues. I say that in
a case of this kind the Avbitration Court is
competent in every way to fix wages in
Queensland, and I only hope that the old
system of emplorers meeting employees
around a table has been discontinued for

good. No body of employees will willingly
meet their employers around a table in
conference.

Mr. MooRrE: Thev do that now very often
by order of the court.

Mr. POLLOCK : They meet their employees
in conference by order of the court; but the
court is always there. If the employers want
to squash them and the men will not stand
it, they can refer the dispute back to the
court. Under the old system, what oppor-
tunity would these men have of getting a
fair amount of redress with conditions as
they are to-day, or as they were a few
months ago? What opportunity would they
have, if compelled to meet their employers,
of demanding a decent wage commensurate
with the work they were doing? Hon. mem-
bers opposite, being believers in the law of
supply and demand, would insist on those
men taking probably one-half the wages they
are receiving now. By force of circum-
stances the men would be compelled to accept
that. The Arbitration Court fortunately
stands between them and that necessity.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: Do you believe
that there should be no such thing as effici-
ency—that every man, good, bad, and indif-
ferent, should be paid the same rate of
wages ?

Mr. POLLOCK : I am not here to answer
questions for the hon. member for Pitts-
worth in such a manner as would suit his
book. The Opposition are ill-advised in their
condemnation of a court such as this. I
believe they would be better advised if they
did as some of the shrewder of them think
they should—said nothing about what they
are going to do until they happen to be
returned t0 power—whcenever that may be;
I do not think it is going to be at the nex$
election, in any case. If they were to say
nothing about their intentions in regard to
the Arbitration Court, they might have a
chance of getting on these benches. When
they openly, as they have done to-day, say
that they are determined to see that the old
wages board system again comes into exist-
ence—when they show the people in other
directions that they are prepared to repeal
most of the legislation passed by this Govern-
ment and hand back to certain of their
friends money that has been rightfully col-
lected from them by the Crown, they have
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not very much chance of getting over here.
The party bosses have decreed that every
member of the Northern Country party will
be pledged to repeal the “ Repudiation” Act
and to give back this money. Whether they
will carry out those pledges is another matter.
The minutes of that meeting definitely show
that they are to hand back that money or
they will not be the endorsed candidates. I
suppose that the majority of Country party
members will bo in the same position; they
will have come to heel or they will be plebis-
cited, and men will be put in their places
who will do as they are told. The revela-
tions made to-day by the Minister are cer-
tainly welcomo to this Chamber, as they give
us and the pcople- outside some idea of the
negotiations that are going on in an attempt
to down the Labour party, and they show
what will happen if these gentlemen are
returned to power.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It seems to
me that an attack on share farming, especi-
ally when it is what I consider to be not a
truthful statement, is wronging a big body
of people. While there is a big return, a
share farmer certainly gets a bilg rent for
his land; but when times are bad he is
actually losing money on the transaction. I
make no apology for any share farmer work-
ing for me. No share farmer who has
worked for me has made less than wages. I
mean by that that he made more by working
on the share system than if he had been
receiving wages. 1 do not say that it is not
a good thing to have a man working on the
share system if he is a good farmer. If vou
can get a good man to manage that farm
year In and year out, he will make more in
that way.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. member will connect his remarks with
the vote * Court of Industrial Arbitration.”

Mr. WARREN : You allowed certain hon.
members opposite to make certain state-
ments,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The debate,
as far as I allowed it, was as to a suggestion
that share farmers should come under the
operation of the Industrial Arbitration Act.
The hon. gentleman will be in order in show-
ing that that should not be done. I do not
want him to infer that I am giving privileges
to certain other hon. members that 1 am
not giving to him.

Mr. WARREN: I do not infer that. The
share-farming system is a good one. It
would be impracticable and unwise to bring
share farmers under the jurisdiction of the
Arbitration Court. By doing so you would
be preventing some men from making a start
on their own, and consequently there would
be more harm done than allowing the present
system to remain. I admit that there are
cases of hardship, but a man need not remain
in those cases. He can pack up his traps and
go out. I would like to recfer to certain
statemcnts made by the hon. member for
Mitchell. I have never gone into anybody’s
electorate and mixed with the lowest company
possible in order to work up a charge against
any hon. member. I stand for a fair and
square deal.

Mr. Payxe: Who did? I have a cleaner
record than the hon. member.

Mr. WARREN : I have never gone to the
depths of attacking any hon. member either
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inside or outside of this Chamber.
to quote a letter sent to me.

Mr. PayNE: Quote the letter where you
refused to lend that man who was working
for you your cart to take his luggage to the
railway station.

Mr. WARRTEN: That is absolutely untrue..
That man never asked me for the loan of a
cart. As a matter of fact, I was not within
50 miles of the place when he left. The
letter I rececived reads—

““ Dear Mr. Warren,—1I was reading the
paper to-day and I see where Mr. Payne
was poking in dirt as regards farming
the farmers. Well, if you do not know
how his pineapple farm is worked I will
tell you. I do not think you do, or else
you would have ¢ applied the gag.” Now,
as Mr. Payne has a pincapple farm
adjoining my brother’s place just behind
Traill’s, I might say that he has an old-
age pensioner working, or trying to work,
about 6 acres of pines. Some time ago.
he employed Thomas Anderson to do the
same work, and he paid him at the rate
of 10s. a day (he is a married man and
has two children). That same landlord
says 10s. a day 1s too much for a farm.
labourer, and, of course, it is, no doubt,
when a man can be got for less than £1 a
week. I am a very poor hand at writing:
a letter, but all the same, when he talks
about farming the farmer, just mention
farming the old-age pensioner. If you ab
any time get a chance see Thomas
Anderson—he lives just above Matt
Ryan’s on the Gympie road going towards.
Morayfield—and I am sure he can tell
you better than I can about that farm
and its workings. Of course, I do not
want to see the old age pensioner lose
his job, as I am not after one, but I
am pointing out these few facts just to
show you the principle of some of our
worthless Labour members. 1 would be
very glad if you do not mention my
name.”

I may say in fairness to this man that he
came to me personally after I received this
letter, and told me that T was at liberty
to use his name. The letter continues—

“ although I do not think he can do
me any harm.”

Mr. PAYNE: I rise to a point of order.
According to the Standing Orders, the hon.
member must lay that letter on the table
of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: I would inform the
hon. member that, under the generally
accepted. parliamentary procedure, he must
lay the letter on the table.

Mr. WARREN: This gentleman met me-
and told me that I could use his name.

Mr. BrRENNAN: He is a ““ rotter ” anyway.

Mr. WARREN: The letter continues—
“but I will explain things better to
you when I see you personally, and if
you do care to seek more news, I will
find out the name of the old chap om
that pineapple ranch. I might also
say that the farm is somewhere about
fifty acres, perpetual lease, and is for
sale for the small sum of £900. No
house on same. (Robbing the farmer.)
With kindest regards.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What ie
the name of the writer?

Mr, Warren.]
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Mr. POLLOCX: Mr Chairman, I ask
that your instructions regarding the laying
-of the letter on the table, be carried out.

Mr., WarReEN: 1 am going to lay it on the
table.

Mr. Pourock: I ask that it be laid on
the table now.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerrs: Lay it on the
table to-morrow.

Mr. WaRrREN then laid the letter on the
-table.

At 10.30 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro-
visions of Standing Order No. 307, I shall
now leave the chair and make my report
0 the House.

The House resumed

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.





