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1222 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.} Supply. 

WEDNESDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at 11 a. m. 

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY. 

The SPEAKER: I have 
I have. this day received the 
certificate from Doctors 
Robertson and Alwyn Tom 
a notiHcation under the 
Legislative Assembly Act 
1922 fron1 the Hon. J. l-I. Coyne :-

" To the Hon. the Speaker of the Legis­
lative Assembly of Queensland. 

"We, vVilliam Nathaniel Robortson 
and Alwyn T. Hays Nisbet, legally quali­
fied medical practitioners, hereby certify 
that the Hon. John Harry Coyne, mem­
ber of the Legislative Assembly of 
Q\leensland for the electoral district of 
Warrego, is in such a state of ill-health, 
through no fault on his part, that he is 
unable, and, in our opinion will, during 
a period of two weeks from the date 
hereof, be unable to attend any sittings 
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of gravely endanger~ 

under our hands, at Brisbane, 
day of September, 1922. 

"VV>L N. ROBERTSON, 

" A legally qualified medical practitioner. 

" A. T. H. NISBET, 
"A legally qualified me-dical practitioner." 
" To the Hon. the Speaker of the Legis­

lative Assembly of Queensland. 

" I, John Harrv Coyne, member of 
the Legislative As~embly of Queensland 
for the electoral district of W arrego, 
hereby notrfy you that I have endeav­
oured to secure, and, through no fault on 
my part. have failed to secm··e a • pair' 
·during the period of two weeks from the 
date hereof; and I hereby further notifv 
you that I desire to vote as a member a't 
erery ~rttmgs of the House and of every 
Cor11m1ttee of the VVhole House by means 
of & proxy-namely, the Hon. Edward 
GrarJ.vrlle Theodore, member of the Le"iB­
lativ~ Ass~mbly of Queensland for the 
el~cto,ral d1strrct of Chillagoe, or, if the 
sard tee Hon. Edward Granville Theodore 
is not .present; by another proxy-namely, 
the H,m. Altred J ames J ones member 
of the Legislative Assembly of Queens­
lil;nd tor the electoral district of Pad­
<lmgtorL 

" Gi,.ven under my hand at Brisbane 
~his s.ix th day of Septemb~r, 1922. ' 

" J. HARRY COYNE, 

" Member of the Legislative Assembly 
of Queensland for the electoral clis· 
trrct of Warrego." 

DECLARATION BY MR. SPEAKER. 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require­
ments of the L<egislative "\ssembly Act 
An:endment Act of 1922, I declare that I ~rn 
sahsfied that the matters in the 
ficatwn received l;,y me day from 
Hon. J. H. Coyne are true. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF CO:iBIJTTEE--TENTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

DEPART1IENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

BUILDIKGS. 
'Question stated-

" The"t £95,000 be granted for 'Build­
ings.''' 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): When the House 
adjourned last night I was criticising what 
I regarded as excessive expenditLire by the 

of Public Works. in effecting 
t? Governrnent buildings. I tnado 

a suggestion to the Minister which would save 
.an enormo_u~ amm.1nt of money-one which, 
m my opmwn, would be practicable and 
e1_1ab!e us to have repain effected in country 
d1stncts much more economically than is the 
case at present and under the sh·ictest super­
vision. I would suggest that the repairs to 
buildings in the di-ffer.ent local authority 
areas be placed under the control of the local 
-authorities. Each local authority possesses 
an official who is qualjfied to make reports 
-on such matters. Each year that official 

the 
to carry the extra 

Hon. W. FORGAK SJ.VllrH: As time 
and the population increases, the 
rities will, no doubt, he called upon 
a great deal more work. 

Mr. MORGAN: 
and Toowomnba 
local authori tics 
There could be a Etaff of men to 
the Department of Public Works, who would 
be continually employed on large public build­
ings in those areas. My suggestion would 
"PPlY to outlying districts. In my electorate 
ther·e are seven local authorities over which 
are distributed eighty-five schools. The clerb 
of the differ·ent shjres could report on the 
state of each schcol building, or the school 
committee could furnish a r·eport each year. 
I sure that the scheme I haYe suggested. 

"\vith certain n1odifications, would 
work satisfactorily and beneficially. ·when 
hon. members criticise the department they 
should be prepared at the same time to offer 
a remedv for the existing- state of affairs. 
I trmt that wmething will be done to see 
tbat these repairs are done by local people, 
and that a better system will be introduced 
than is at present followed by the departn1fmt. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I think the time 
has arrived when the Government chould 
to the test the question as to whether 
labour, contract, or piecework should 
adopted ip the future. 

Mr. PE.~SE: Like the Metropolitan Water 
and Sewerage Board. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know 
about the Metropolitan ·water and "'"'"""'' ITC 

Board. Any casual observer has 
at the progress of public works in 
and, if he has any judgment 
come to the conclusion that 
\Vrong. 

Mr. PEASE: You go up 
will see that it is ali right. 
the Innisfail State School. 

Mr. VOWLES: I have 

North, and you 
You shou!cl see 

and I hav-e seen railway 
member's own electorate. and 
strongly so far as that work is ecm(;er·m,d 
I tra vclled along the line, and I 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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a great amount of 
I saw a lot Df men 

although 

Mr. PEASE: You 
express an opinion. 

were not qualified to 

Mr. VO\VLES : If I see a number of men 
knocking about and no work going on, then 
surely I can seB that there is something wrong 
with the system? 

Hon. W. :B'oRGAN SMITH: Do yDu say they 
were loafing Dn th€ job? 

Mr. VOWLES: That was my impression. 
When I was sitting behind the previous 

I made the same obsBrvations. 
reference has made to the 
of Mr. Paget for 
and that is the this 

Government fall back 
for Railways in a previous 
cated the day-labour 
tract or piecework. 
mendous an1ount. in con-
nection with those 

\Vhen the J andowae was being 
good deal of ··'···"'"·--'· was ·done, 
was remarkable to the rate at 

did the work the amount of 
they had. 
support the remarks 

Murilla so far 
It is grossly 

co.untry districts that, when a 
ment work is being done, that 
be monopolised by outside men. 

·VI. FORGAN SMITH: \Ve get local 
when it is available. 

Mr. VOWLES : You do not. In every 
direction men say they cannot get Govern­
ment work, and that strangers are doing the 
work. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH The district fore-
men in my department instructions to 
obtain local labour when it. 1s available. 

VOWLES: must 
have givBn very car~ 
renters and aJl classes of com-
plained to me that, though may be 
available, they never have an opportunity of 
getting it. I made reference to this matter 
in 1913-I think that was the first time I 
spoke in this House. Speaking on the 
Address in Reply, I made these remarks-

" I would like to 
that I think the time 
the Government"-

! was then sitting Lohind the GoYernment­
"should make a trial in the construction 
of railways by contract." 

had just seen what was being done in con­
nection with the construction of the Tara 
Railway. It was notorious that plenty of men 
on that work who were paid full wages did 
very little work. I further said-

" I am connected with a local authority, 
and we found that it was absolutely 
necessary to find out what we were 
getting for our money-to find out if Wl' 
were asked to pay mor·e for day labour 
than wc would be bv contract. I do nDt 
mind telling you th;,t we found that we 
were not getting a fair thing from the 
men by day labour. The same thing 
a pp lies to the construction of railway lines 

day labour. I am certain it applied 
the construction of the Tara line, 

[ 111 r. 11 owles. 

because there were dozens of men draw­
ing pay who were not doing their work 
at all." 

" Mr. Kirwan: That is a strong indict­
ment on the Railway Department .. 

"Mr. VOWLES: Yes. it is; but it i& 
true all the same." 

was a "upporter of that Government­
" Mr. Kirwan: Will you 

Royal Commission to inquire 
Railway Department'! 

'' J\ir. VowLES: Yes," 

that Comn1ission} 

That is the principle in operation tc" .. dty-
" Mr. Murphy"-

He was a member of 
" Mr. Mu.rphy: 

ment which the 
presented the other 

VOWLES has 
the 

contract work. our we 
thrrt you get more out 

work. 
"Mr. Gillies: ~What about the Cairns 

Railway? 
"1\ll:r. 

am 

c:onnec­
cou!d have 

what it. I 
the work in connection the 

Hospital could have been done for, 
and I know what it actually cost. I was 

of the committee of the Dalb.v Hospital. 
was prepared to do the job at a 

but we were not allowed to 
done by and had to 

The estimate 
per the con-

tract price on the same "pecrm;,tc1w1. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S:mnr: Are you sure of 
that? 

Mr. VOWLES : It was not on the same 
specification-the depart'11cntal specification 
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Hon. W. FoRGAN 
know whether the 
enough or not 1 

How would you 
\VCre heavy 

Mr. VOWLES 
of the timbers, 
1nan. 

Surely .I can know the size 
same as the hon. gentle-

\V. FORGAN S)IIIT!I : 
but you might 

were adequate. 

elbow the 

V\OUld 
L-<Ier 
not 
have same inspector' I should 
whm aprivatre individual is doing 
the msrc;ctor will bo more careful, 
than whm the department is 
,the ~ay-hbour system. One 
c~e uounb'Y party platform is 
t10n vnth. the expenditure of 
t~e questi}n of versus 
snould be put to test. 

.Hon. W FORGAN SMITH: You 
p.anks th~n that. What about 
ment of the money paid under the 
tion" Act/' 

There is another 
bring before the Minister 
tho accommo-dation for the 

moru 
repay~ 

Repudia-

library. Plans for additional uc,_:v>UHWLW 

were prepared in 1899, 
rrJOEey was voted, but 

I am informed that 
limit of expansion, 

is provided, 
put on the floor. 

stat.ed that our 
most complete 

At 11.20 a.m., 

Mr. DuNSTAN (Gympie), one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the c.hair. 

Mr. VOWLES: The va.lue of the library 
alone-and remember not one penny for the 
librarv has been found by the Government· 
it is all contributed by the legal professior't 
of Queensland-is £25,000, and the number 
of volumes amounts to 30,000. So you ca.n 
s2•3 that some consideration should be given 
to this question. The establishment of Indus­
trial Arbitration Courts and the legislation 
that we have had in connection with land 
matters and other matters make it urgent 
that we should be able to record all judicial 
decisions in the library, and be able to get at 
those records conveniently. The library is not 
only for the benefit of the legal profession, 
but of other people, too. The whole of the 
library has been provided by the legal pro-

fession, without cost to the Government and 
th>; librarian points out that t.hey eve~ pay 
for the "Government Gazette." The Go­
vernment a re not eveu asked to provide 
tha_t. The Gov<:'rnmcnt provide lighting­
whwh IS not used-and cleaning. The clean­
i~g of the library is a portion of t.he cleaning 
ot the Supreme Court building, and does not 
amount to much. I am informed that the 
Attorney-General inspected the library and 
agreed that more space was neeessary. I 

t.hat the library is constantly used 
Law Officers. 

BRENNAN : And by the profession, too. 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. They have the 
opportunity of getting a lot of useful law 
reports from America gratis, but cannot 
do so for lack of space. I think that in 
an institution like that, which is one eo 
be proud d and which has cost the Govern­
ment nothing, it is only right that the 
Government ~hould provide housing space for 
the books. I might point out to the Attorney­
General that since the rearrangement of our 
courts space previouslv occupied is now 
available. Those offices might be required 
when there is a congestion of work, but at 
present they are available, and I think that 
something might be done by the Government 
to provide sufficient space for housing the 
books. The fact that the Crown Law 
Officers utilise library shows that the 
Government are getting as much benefit from 
t:ho libmry as the legal profession ; and 
nghtly so, because the Crown Law Officers 
:']] belong to the profession_. I may say that, 
1f the legal profession ·chd not make the 
nAc<'''""·rv provision for this library, it would 

necessary for tbe Government to find a 
building and a place for housing the books 
for the use of the Crown Law Officers. All 
records have to be housed somewhere, and 
the Government are not called upon to do 
1t at present. I ask the Department of 
Public Works and the Attorney-General to 
give special consideration to this matter, 
btJcause it is a matter of urgency. It is just 

much in the interests of the Crown as in 
interests of the legal profession that 

su.fficieEt space be provided. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'l'RUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda): 
I wish to reply to certain remarks made by 
the hon. member for Murilla last evening, 
w.hen the hon. member certainly gave false 
information to the Committee with reference 
to the closing of schools in his electorate. 
The hon. gentleman asked me a question on 
11th July last about the schools that have 
been closed in the Mm·illa electorat-e, and 
I gave him a very full reply. I told him 
that the 'schools were closed owing to the 
fact that the number of pupils attending 
them fell below the regulation numbei·. '!'l-1<1 
return which I gave in answer to the hon. 
gentleman's question was very clear. The 
hen. gentleman gave further criticism to-day, 
and stated that he did not criticise without 
suggesting a remedy. I gave a very full 
exp!ana.tion in answer to t.he hon. gentle­
man's question, but, as I do not know if 
the Committee will g·et to my Estimates, and 
I may not have a chance of replying then, 
I am going now to scotch the false state­
ments of the hon. gentleman. The schools 
dosed in the :Murilla electora,te during the 
last financial year were closed owing to the 
e"verago attendance being below nine 
Rcholars. The hon. member for Port Curtis 

Hon. J. Huxharn.] 
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knows I do not always close a school 
w.hen attendance fnl!s below nine 
scholars. The hon. member for Burnett 
knows the same. vVhen hon. members have 
come to me and asked me to be lenient with 
regard to schools in their electorates where 
the attendance has fallen below the required 
number, I have always given expression to 
their wishes. Hon. members w!ll see how t.he 
remarks of the hon. rr:ember for Munlla 
coincide with the reply I gave h1m on 11th 
July. He asked me how many schools wt;re 
closed in his electorate durmg the finanmal 
vear ended 30th June, 1922, owing to the 
average attendance being . below nine 
scholars. The hon. gentleman m h1s remarks 
yesterdav said that <me school was closed 
that had an attendance of eight or nine 
scholars but the hon. gentleman was not 
quite ' when he said that. The aver­

at schools in the Murilla 
date of closing, was 3.6 in 

another, 6.1 in another, 7.0 
7.6 in another. If the hon. 

that we were wasting 
money other directions I do not 

"unpo.se anvone would be more strongly 
co~demnatory than cho hon. member him­
self. He takes exce.ption because we close 
schools in the country when the attt;ndance 
falls below a certain number, and raises the 
question of opening a hig,h school in South 
Bri~bane. I suppose t.hat the cost to the 
State of keeping open all the ~chools bel?w 
that number would be £12,000 m bare mam­
tenance and I do not suppose, on the other 
hand that the cost of maintaining a high 
schoo'l at South Brisbane would be two-thirds 
of that amount. Those schools were closed 
under a regulation which was not framed 
h" myself but by previous Governments, and 
rightly so, too, that no school should be kept 
open with an attendance of less than twelve. 
I have kept them open if the attendance 
has been as low as nine, and I have done It 
so that the country people should not be 
inconvenienced more than is ahsolutely neces­
sary. In answer to question Ne. 2, I told 
t.he hon. memher that thirty-five schools of 
all descriptions had been closed in Queens­
] and during the year euded 30th J m:e, 1922, 
fo·r similar reasons, hut that durmg the 
same period eixty-sE>ven new schools had been 
opened and thirty-three had been reopened. 
I do not think that any hon. member, no 
matter what side be may sit, will say 
that I neglected country schools since 
I have been in the department. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC"I'ION: I thif!k the hon. member 
should be, not generous, but just in rec'?g­
nising that fact,. and also that. I gttve. htm 
full information m answer to h1s questwns; 
and under those circumstances he ought not 
to bring the matter up again. In other 
cases I have refused to keep schools open 
because of the treatment sometimes meted 
out to school teachers. In some places a 
female teacher has been treated almost like 
cattle and has been expected to do her own 
washi~g and also to assist in the work of the 
household in which she was lodging. 

There another matter to which I would 
like to as indicating that hon. members 
should be more careful about accusing a 
dt·nartment which is endeavouring to do its 
bc;t to cater for all the children in the 
country. The hon. member for Murilla 

[Hon. J. Huxham. 

made a certain cowplaint 
the Goondiwindi schou, 
in charge of the Estimates of Department 
oi Public Works told him that the work 
would be ·done, and yet he continued to 
haggle about the matter. If I were in the 
position of the Minister, I would consider 
that a return for the courtesy he always 
shows members. 

Mr. MORGAN: What did the Minister say? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: He said most emphatically 
t.hat the work had been approved and would 
be done. 

Mr. MoRGAN: And I thanked him for it. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S1'RUCTION: In a very belated fashion. 
However, my colleague can deal with that 
matter. I am replying to the hon. mem'd" 
for Murilla who has repeatedly accusE"- Jile 
of summarily closing down oountry scl0o.s. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): I an glad 
to know that it is the intention of the 
department to spend a certain anount '?f 
money in the repair and painting .;f public 
buildings throughout the State. On.~ pre­
vious occasion I referred to t.he conditwn of 
public buildings in and around the metro­
politan area, particularly the SupreJ!,e 
Court. The Treasury Buildings also req~1~re 
repairs and painting, arid I am hopeful that 
the Government will proceed with the work 
because, if such ouildings are riot l0oked 
after properly, it will evcntuail:y' cost a 
tremendous lot to put them in decent order. 
I hope that the Minister will go and have 
a look at some of the material used ir: 
public buildings-the Taringa school. for 
instance-before he starts to paint them. 
The Secretary for Publi(· Instruction and I 
visited that school. 

[11.30 a.m.] 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SnnTH: That was 
under the contract system-not by 
department. 

Mr. MAXWELL: It was done with 
material exactly similar to what is being 
used in the department now. 

Hon. W. FoRGA:<r SMITH: Do you know 
what the trouble was? 

Mr. MAXWELL: Yes. I resent very 
much the hon. gentleman making a statement 
like he has made. because he knows that 
the men who did the painting of that school 
did it according to the specification which 
had been r}repared by the department.. His 
statement is a libel upon the officers m the 
department, because it means that they did 
not look after the work or the men who were 
doing the work. A tremendous amount of 

is involved, because, from the ceiling 
to the bottom portion of the wall, 

to be burnt eff. We do not want 
like that in the material that is 

used. I want the hon. gentleman to 
to the class of material specified, so 

that it will not be used again. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMI1'H: I did not draw 
up the specification. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not blaming the 
Minister, but I am advising him from a 
practical standpoint that he can s!'ve money 
by not usmg that class of matenal. I am 
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tl;is ;','brk? 
wr.s the estimated cost of 

What was the time taken for corn­
of the work? 

'' 4. \Vhat was the actual cost­
(a) Wages; 
(b) Material; 
(c) Total cost? " 

The reply was-
" 1. 88,614 superficial feet. 
" 2. £1,836 16s. 
" 3. Five months. 
"'4.-

Mr. MAXWELL: That is 
of the material. The 

that question better 
The painting of 

an ordina.ry job. 
lHr. RYAK : It is well picked out in colours. 

Mr. BRENNAN: You are referring to kalso· 
mining. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MAXWELL : All 
whitewashing in the 
the 'hon. member 
Government have an 
to the people whether 
Js right or wrong. 

a former Secretary 
"ec·-·w.o.~•u certain state1nents 

I ren1ember 
the Bris banc 

we should 

Mr. WILSON : That was done before the 
hon. member came on to the council. We 
were doing all our wnrk by day labour. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The statement I have 
made is perfectly correct. There was some 
trouble aqout it, and some of the aldermen 
consi·dered that the money should be share.d 
an1ongst the ratepayPrs. Then again, there 
was th2. question of securing a quarry for 
the council. The hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley w·ill admit that I, with others, played 
a very prominent part in tbat matter. The 
department at the present time is not doing 
the rig.ht thing. Tl:lc people from wh?m 
ths Government expect to receiVe t~txatiOn 
a ee the very people they are strangling in 
industry. What better proof can I have of 
the desirability of again introducing the 
eontract system than the remarks made by 
hon. members on the a,ther side? 'vVe know 
that hon. members opposite, when they 
desire to have work done in t.he'ir own homes, 
have it done by contract. I do not blame 
them. Thev know exaetly wh~tt amount of 
money they' will have to pity. I object to 
their inconsistency in advocating day labour 

JJ:1 T. 
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for the Government and the adoption of the 
contract system for themselves. 

I desire to giv·e an illustration of some work 
being done by the department in order to 
prove that the day-labour system is costing 
too much as compared with work performed 
under the contract system. In the TDwnsville 
and Innisfail districts a school and a worker's 
dwelling wor·e erected. I have the informa­
tion from a person who is able to speak with 
authority on the matter. The school, which 
consists merely of four walls, is 31 feet by 
22 feet, the sch<Jolroom being 14 feet by 21 feet. 
That is painted insid·e, and there 

8 feet wide, which 
measure 22 feet by 8 feet, 

cost £102 a or £782, 
people have been if they 
further buildings erected, 
will be £820. In same area, 

practically the same supervision, a 
dwelling was ·erected. That cottage 
l:>y 42 feet, and it is divided into four rooms, 
with a kitchen and two verandas. That 
means that there are two cross partitions, one 
partition down the centre, and one partition 
on the back veranda forming a for 
the kitchen. It has five points 
ceilcd throughout and painted 
That building was 8rected at 
a square or a cost of £636 . 
.with the cost of construction 
building, we must conclude that 
thing wrong. Both buildings are oern1aJn·ent'V 
constructed, because they 
supervision of the men 
mcnt Those men se.c 

·erected in accordance 
are submitted. I 
members opposite 

men and contractors up to 
want people to believe that 
the honesty on their sid·e and 
representing trusts and combines and dis­
honest contractors, and that we do not stand 
for a decent and fair deal to the people of 
this community. 

Mr. PEASE: Has it not been proved? 
Mr. MAXWELL: No. 
Mr. PEASE: You tried to bribe our mem­

bers, but you could not do it. Where did the 
money come from? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I hope that the people 
who did attempt to do that will be properly 
dealt v"V'ith. Every year we are given an 
opportunity to discuss this question contained 

the vote. This department rs a spendmg 
and we should be assured tha~t 

money properly spent. If the Minister 
or officers desire any further information 
in connection with the buildings I have quoted 
I &hall be only too pleased to supply it. 
There is a number of buildings that require 
to be repaired and painted, The late Home 
Secretary, Mr. Huxham, always lent a, sympa­
thetic ear and had the wprk carrwd out 
when the money was available. These are 
th" homes inha.bite~ by some of our teachers, 
and I do not consrder that they are fit and 

homes. If it is good enough to give 
m·•~oAJ,<'Qo decent homes to live in, then surely 

good enough to see that those people 
are properly housed. In one portion of my 
electorate there is a schoDl house, and in one 
roDm the rafters can be seen. In a climate 
like ours that is not a right thing. I propose 
to discuss the matter later on with the Min­
ister, when I am' satisfied I will get a 
reasonable amount of consideration. 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

Ho::i". W. FORGAN SMITH 
desire to deal with the points 
members oppDsite The hon. 

that wooden 
be a against revenue, 

it was a wrong thing to 
buildings and State schools out 

Mr. KERR: I said " unproductive build­
ings.'' 

Mr. KERR: That is nDt the questio"· 

was raised bv 
t.ha t a betto! 

connection 
I know 

pretty 
costly to 

often men 
sonoe place to do the 

that definite instructiom. have 
to all the district foremen that, 

'" possible, local labour is to be 
on all jobs under the Department 
Works. If there is a job in 
tho carpenter or 
required is available 
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in vogue 1s 

It has further been suggested by the hon. 
member for Murilla that local authorities 
should be asked to take up this work and do 
Jt for the department. I clo not know that 
much advantage would accrue from that. It 
has been argued by various hon. members 
that the Department of Public Works carries 
·on the work in a somewhat costly manner. 
That is not correct, but there is no 
·guarantee that local authorities could do 
the work any cheaper than it is being done 
at the pr-esent time. I know in my ovm 
department that all local authoritv loan 
. ,':'orks are subject to the scrutiny and "inspec­
twn of officers of the department, and du~ing 
the last five years there have been very few 
cases indeed where local authorities have 
been able to carry out the work under the 
estimate. As a general rule, they, in common 
with everyone else, have exceeded the esti 
mate, due in most cases to contingencies 
·over which they have no control. That is 
an indication that there is no guarantee if 
local authorities carried out the work for 
the department that they would be able to 
carry it out as well and at as low a cost as 
the department is carrying it out at the 
·present time. 

Much has been said by way of general 
<enticism with regard to the day-labour ques­
twn. We know that this is a hardy annual. 
1t is debated every time these Estimates 
·come up for discussion. \Vhere honest and 
faithful service is given the day-labour policy 
is the most satisfactory for Government work. 
We know that that is so. The Government 
,employ men direct who have the fullest 

capacit:y; to do the work, and they save to a 
a very targe extent what would be the con­
tractors' profits. I know that contractors are 
not in the business for the good of their 
health. They naturally look for a margin 
o£ profit on every job that they undertake. 
We access to men just as skilled in 

the men whom the contractors 
the same men who can be 
the work, and with proper 

the one hand and faithful 
on other, we invariably effect 
amounting to the margin of 

would ordinarily represent the 
tractors' prout. That was done in the 
the Children's Hospital. The saving 
on the there was £6,839 4s. 
been any old 
at was gi·,ren 

the committee ha-d 
private enterprise-by men 

express an opinion on the value 
it vv'as found by the committee 

was a very fair one, having 
to cost of building construction 

pr-esent time. Yet we effected a saving 
of practically £7,000 on that job, which 

e.n amount £7,000 is available 
work which at the 
Hospital. Had worl<: been 

by a contractor, that amount would have 
his profit. I am not suggesting 

profit would be an unfair one. The 
I am making is this-that the profit is 
to the Children's Hospital on this 

and an amount of £7,000 is avail­
work that is required at that 

Had the work been done by a 
contractor, it would not have been possible 
to do work that is necessary, and which is 
now being commenced. Then, again, take 

into consideration matters affect­
[11 a.m.] ing the same institution. We 

know that those funds "are sub­
sidised by my department, and it proposed 
to call tenders for the furnishing of the 
hospital. I pointed out that the department 

not prcpe"red to subsidise funds unless 
departmental workshops were given an 

opportunity to ·do the work. I wus asked 
if we were pr·epared tv give t!1e <'"Hlrr ... ~ttee a 
price, which could be compared with other 
tenders. We submitted a price on the same 
specifications as private OJ)terprise, and our 
prioe was £500 lower than the lowest tender. 
That represented a saving of £500 on the 
furniture of the institution . 

Mr. GoRSER: Tenders were called. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Tenders were 
called and put before the committee. Our 
price was ;£500 less than the lowest tender. 

Mr. CORSER: You carried out the work 
and made a loss on it. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: We made a 
profit of £53. If works are carri&d out for 
less than the estimate, then the institution 
gets the benefit of what is saved. If the 
cost exceeds the estimate, they are called 
upon for the amount of the excess. 

I deprecate the statements made from time 
to time charging the workers of this State 
with going slow. It is very easy for men 
followmg professional occupations to criticise 
those who are following manua) occupations. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: I saw an 
instance of that some years ago at Mayne 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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a lot of heavy soil 
It 

never 
occupation in their lives. 

The train was hung up there for ten 
minutes, and the occupants . of the. :o~m· 
partment spent the time . m cntwrsmg 
the rate at which the navvres .. w.o:ked. I 
looked at the men who were cntlcrsmg, and 
recognised that ten minutes of that navvy 
work would probably have settled any of 
them. It is quite easy to argu~ :n a corn· 
fortable carriage that a man nomg heavy 
work is going slow; but we must 
that these men work eight hours a an~ 
consequently have to work at a rate \vhlCh 
they can mamtam for eigh~ hours , a 
every day in the week. It IS possrb!G 
a man might for five mmutes do a 
more work, but he would not be able to 
un the pace. In other words, a spnnter can 
run 100 yards much quicker than a long· 
distance runner goes, but he would not be 
able to maintain the same pace for a rmle 
ae he can sprint 100 yards. That corn· 
parison is sound, and I deprecate charges 
being made by professiOnal men aga1mt 
manual workers of going slow. Let me say 
that I have no time for the advocate of the 
" go slow" policy. l recogmse that anyone 
w110 deliberately limits production or loafs 
on any job is doin!S something not o;>ly 
contrary to his own mterests but somethmg 
damao-ino- to the State as a whole. (Hear, 
hear !) The system of ~:mrtailing production 
is just as bad as grvmg short wmght or 
adulterating goods exposed for sale. But I 
believe that workers are entitled to fau and 
decent conditions. I claim that they are 
entitled to the best conditions that ea:' be 
rriven either by the Government or by pnvate 
~mployers; but, _having been !'ranted those 
conditions, there Is a moral obhgatwn on the 
part of every workman, no matter what OCC';· 

patwn he may be followmg, to give h1s 
best service in return. (Roar, hear ! ) That 
is the view I take; and no industry and no 
country can be built up on any other system. 
We know that present conditions are due to 
certain causes. We know that there are 
certain individuals in the commumty who 
are desirous of getting on. They are desir· 
ous of making money, and co_nsequently are 
not too scrupulous sometunes m the methods 
by which they obtain funds.. The idea _has 
been to get as much as p~ss1ble for. as httle 
service as possible. That Is the basrs cf the 
present system of society-to _get as much ae 
possible in return for as little ~erv1ce as 
possible. . That breeds pro~~eonn~, food 
adulteratiOn and short weignc on ,he one 
hand and s~rnetimcs the " go slow" policy on 
the ~ther. Economically they are both bad, 
and morally they are both wrong. We sho':ld 
endeavour to have a . system under whrch 
work can be carried out under just and 
fair conditions and at a minimum of cost. 
Speaking generally, in my. department y.oe 
got that fair service; but, m common w1th 
other classes of employers, we find there are 
some individuals who occasionally see]~ to 
impose on the department. ·when those '':dr­
viduals are found out. they are dealt with. 
Of course some things may go on m remote 
places th~t we are '.'ot. cognisant of for t_he 
time being, but we ms1st on f~Ithful serviCe 
t0 the department; and, speakmg gene_rally, 
we get it. We are fortunate m havmg a 
staff of experts who are second to none m 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

vanous 
plumbers, 
other 

The 

struction vvork. 
as can be got together m 

world. '\Ve hav<' a 
failures-and every 

tion carried out on a large 
have those exceptions-but 

touch with the matter the neces«ary 
is taken, and we do not allow it to 

be repeate-d. 
Reference has been made -during the debate 

to the amount of funds which are provided 
under this vote. The hon member for Albert 
said that the amount was not nearly enou[p'l 
to cover the cost of buildings which were 
required, and he made particular reference 
to t.he school at Canungra. I fin-d frorn the 
report of the Department of Public Instruc· 
tion that there are 86 pupils at . that 
school. and that the average attendance 
is 81.8 per cent. The existing building- has 
accommodation for ninety~six pupils, and, 
while the work may be desirable, it is not 
pressing in view of rnore urgent cases. Wl t\ 
thio information from the Department 0f 
Public Instruction, it is hardly to be expected 
that I would authorise work of that kind 
b be started. The building is an old one, 
and not as up to date in design as the· 
buildings \Ye are putting up now. We know 
that in the past all forms of building con· 
struction in Queensland left much to be 
desired. A class of building was put up 
which was more suitabk for a cold climate 
than our climate, but o[ late years we have 
been putting up a class of school with up-to­
date lighting and ventilation, and in accord· 
ance with the requirements of the Queensland 
climate. While it is desirable at some future 
time to make alterations to the school at 
Canungra, in view of the report of t.he 
Department of Public Instruction, I would 
not be justified in doing that work when 
there is more urgent work to be done in 
other places. 

Let me refer to the Goondiwindi school, 
which was mentioned by the hon. member 
for Murilla. I have approved of fencing and 
other work amounting to £1,793 being done 
there. That work is .desirable, and has been 
deferred for some time. We are preparing 
working plans and specifications, and the 
work will be gone on with at a very early 
date. 

I will now deal with the general question 
of the cost of work. W c know that the cost­
in connection with buildings has gone up 
enormously since 1914, due to causes over 
which we have no present control. I have a 
list here which is very interesting and gives 
valuable information when considering the· 
question of value for money expended. It 
ha,o been argued by hon. members opposite, 
infcrentiallv and otherwise, that costs have 
gone up O\ving to what they consider to be 
excessive labour costs. 'rhe increases that 
have taken place in wages are not nearly so 
great as the increases that have taken place 
in the cost of material. The incre11ses that 
havA been given by various awards in con· 
nection with the building industry are quite 
justified in every detail. That is my view of 
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recognise in the report of the department 
the saving that has been effected in various 
votes. 'That saving has boon effected very 
largely by the improved efficiency of the 
department in the first place, and, secondly, 
by the fall that has taken place in the cost 
of material. Certain works are reported to 
be necessary. If I could get the money voted 
by Parliament, I could spend with a·dvactagc 
a great deal more than is provided in this 
vote, but it is my duty to keep within the 
vote. Consequently, when members come 
forward with propositions, either for repairs 
or additions or new schools, they must realise 
that, if those propositions are turned down, 
it is due solely to the fact that funds are 
not available for that purpose. I get lists 
from time to time from the Department of 
Public Instruction recommending certain 
work. T'ho hon. member for Albert last 
night said that a. large amount of work had 
been approved which had never been carried 
out. He not accurate in making that 
statement, evcr'y work that is 
approved is gone on with. 

Mr. MooRE: When? 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Straight 
away. 

Mr. MooRE: Nonsense. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: 
mont of Public Instruction 
to me, and I have charge 
must see to it that I do not 
and I have no intention, if 
sible, of exceeding of my 
I get those lists I have 
the funds available for that 
I take the most urgent works first. 
work is more urgent than another, 
more urgent work is gone on with. 

Some hon. members asked last night: \Vhat 
about the districts where there are no 
schools at all? We might have, for example, 
two propositions: We have a proposition in 
a new district where there is no school, and 
where there are twenty children waiting for 
a school to be erected so that they can get 
the necessary education. In the adjoining 
electorate there may be a proposition to add 
to a school. The cost of both propositions 
may be the same. 'The addition may be 
desirable &nd necessary work, but I cer­
tainlv sav that where no school is in exist­
ence· that is the more necessary work of the 
two.' (Hear, hear!) That is the plan I 
adopt in deciding what works shJ.ll be gone 
on with. I recognise that, so far as 90 per 
cent. of the populaticn in Queensland are 
concerned, the only education they ever get 
is at the primary schools; consequently, I say 
that everv effort should be made to make 
tho facilities for primary education as good 
as possible and as up-to"date as possible. 
The children in the outback districts have 
always go~ my sym)Jathy and supp~rt in con­
nection w1th propos1t10ns of this kmd. You 
will find, in connection with the expenditure 
last year, that all t~e experditure on sch.ool 
buildings was practwallv confined to bmld­
ings that were urgently "nece~sary in country 
districts. It was all practically spent on 
primary schools. 'Technical education is also 
a necessary thing, and no country can 
improve if it neglects secondary and tech­
nical education, but primary education. in 
my opinion, is more important. I think 
sometimes that we may be inclined to overdo 
what is referred to as techr,ical education. 

[Hon. W. Ji'organ Smith. 

expenditure 
State. We 
for sending a 
limited the loan 
for this Government. 

Mr. KING: Good old delerration! You are 
building on a rotten foundation. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: 'Those people 
were ~esponsible for the curtailment in 
expend1ture m this direction. It is well 
known to me that the party opposite have a 
pol;cx which they have placed before the 
pubhc, and tha:t they also have a policy 
which they decided on at ""'secret ;unta. 
(Opposition laughter.) Does the leacl'er of 
the Opposition deny that his party executive 
have come to certain decisions? Can tho 
hon. member for 'Townsville denv that his 

received funds from the ·South for 
nnrnn"''; and can he deny that some 

party have stated that mem­
were to contest :\iorthern electorates 

next election would be pledged to 
rej)ay the money which the squatters have 
paid under what they call the "Repudiation 
Act"? 

Mr. MooRE: What did the Labour Con. 
ference carry last October? 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: 'The hon. 
member knows all about that. I have here-

" QuEENSLAND COUNTRY PARTY. 

" Minutes of Executive Council held 
at Union Bank Chambers on Friday, 23rd 
June, 1922, at 11 a.m."-

Mr. WARREN : Another stolen document. 
Mr. MAXWELL: How much did you give for 

that? 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: 

"Presr.nt. 
"South-

Mr. ,J. P. Peterson, 
Mr. J. A. Austin, 
Mr. J. W. Newbery, 
Mr. W. G. Batchler, 
Mr. E. G. Parnell. 

"North-
Mr. C. V. Hives, 
Mr. E. C. Garbutt, 
Mr. R. H. Edkins, 
Mr. W. H. Green, M.L.A. 

"Central-
Mr. A. L. Macdonald, 
Mr. J. Gay. 
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"Mr. Vl. Mallet, the remaining dele· 
:gate for the South, sent an apology for 
his unavoidable absence. Mr. \V. F. R. 
Boyce (organising secretary) and Mr. vV. 
A. Fielding (organiser) were in attend· 
a nee. 

" Jf inute,r;. 
" The minutes of the previous meeting 

were read. Mo>"ed by Mr. Hives and 
seconded by Mr. Austin-That the 
minutes of the Executive Council meeting 
of 20th January, 1922, as read, be con· 
firmerl.-Carried. 

Finance Co1nm ittcc. 
"The Chairman reported that the sub· 

committee appointed at last meeting had 
met, but, in view of the present unsatis­
factory position of partico. nothing had 
been done towards getting any funcls 
together. 

" :\1r. ~\ustin asked what' about the 
funds received in the South, to some part 
of ·xhich the Primary Producers' Organi· 
sation was entitled. 

"' Mr. Edkins said they were tryin<:" to 
get the policy adopted of having these 
funds contributed through the proper 
channels in Queensland. 

"i\Ir. Garbutt said som·2 contributions 
have an attached condition that they are 
not be be givf}n ~o the Country party 
unlrs:J some un1ty IS c bsen~Pd.' · 

The TEMPORARY CILURJ\L\N: I would 
ask the hon. gentleman how he connects this 
with the yote? 

lioN. W. FOHGA=" SMITH: I am con-
11ect.ing it. Hon. n1ombcrs opposite are 
mmplaii1ing of the curtailment by this 
Government of expenditure on public build­
ings. I a1n able to show that thero are any 
amount of building propositions with which 
we could have gone on with last year had th'• 
funds been available. and I am pointing out 
that the activities of hon. members opposite 
have been responsible for this curtailment. 
·we find them r"ceiving subscriptions from 
the South which are to be used for no other 
purpose than to secure the defeat of this 
Government. Hon. members oppo'cite have 
accused us of laYish expenditure on other 
occasions. They have said that our expendi­
ture of public funcls was not curied out on 
·sound Iincs. 

OPPOSITION :'\lE}!BERS: Quite right. 

HoN. Yl. FORGAN S:\1I'fH: They have 
said that we spent money foolishly and 
extravagantly and in a way for which we 
got no return. 

Mr. MooRE: Quite right. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: We arc 
justifiecl in asking what class of expenditure 
they would go in for if they had the oppor­
tunity. I find also in the,,e' minutes the 
following :-

":Mr. Garbutt said he had been 
entrusted by the Northern Divisional 
Council with resolutions-

1. To recommend the inclusion of a 
pledge for repeal of the Caucus repudia· 
torv ]e<rislation which had so disas­
troi.tsly ~ffected the credit of this State. 

2. To enter a solemn protest against 
the recent political interference with 
the judiciary. 

3, To condemn the hasty abolition 
of the Legislative Council in direct 
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opposrtwn to the expressed '.rill of the 
people and to reaffirm adher-ence to the 
principle of the bi-camllral system with 
an elective second Chamber. 

4. To recall all privileges granted as 
a reiYard for rcpudia tion, 
" :Ylr. Edkins thought that although 

all this was intended to be done. it wao 
neYllrtheless bad tactics to put it in the 
front. window. He sugg;csted a redrafted 
rcsolntion to cover the whole matter. 

" J\Ir. Parnell said many people wantccl 
to know exactly what we proposed to do 
wHen we attained power. It would pay 
be9t to bo honest and tell them straight 
out. 

" The Chairn1an a.skcd ho\v far it was 
proposed that we go in tho matter of 
repeal? vVcre monc0s got m under the 
increased rents to be refunded? It was a 
tall order. 

" :Cdr. Garbutt said every Northern 
candidate would be pledged to a refund 
of all money taken from landowner,, by 
this repudiatory legislation. 

" Mr. Macdonald agreed that the pub­
lic should be told just what the Country 
party proposed to do. 
- " Mr. Gay said thn refuncl oug,ht cer­
tainly to be made, but he doubte-d the 
wioclom of making it a front plank of the 
polio;·,, It would not appeal to the small 
rnan. 

1Ir, Edkins's idea was supported, and this 
resolution was agreed to-

'· That this Council is Jctennined to 
repeal the repudiatory legislation mtro­
{1ucecl b,y the llJCsent Caucus GoyernniCnt, 
anci Vl'l1lch ha3 been :;:.o detrimental to the 
int<'n"3ts of both iandholden ancl their 
crnployees, and to the general financial 
position of the Stah\ aficcting all ~cc~ 
t1ons of the con1munity." 

0PPOSITIO:-.i :MEofBEBS: Hear, h0ar ! 

Mr. M.\XWELL: Quite true. 

I-Iox. \Y. FORGAN SMITH: Hon. mem­
ber, opposite say that those are words of 
IYi:-;doin. 

OPPOSITION :!YIE}IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. FORGAN Sl\HTH: Bear m 
mind that Mr. Eclkins said that it would be 
"bad tactics to put it in the front window." 
I am justified in saying that the party oppo­
sit. haYe one policy which they place before 
the people, and that tlwy have another 
policy which i' decided by a junta and kept 
secret. 

Mr. MooRE: People in glass houses should 
not throw stones. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: Som thing 
like half a million pounds has been p~id in 
rent under \vhat they call the " Repudmbon 
Act," and Mr. Garbutt said that all the 
="orthern candidates were to be pledged to 
refund all that money. 

:Mr. FLETCHER: That lS impossible. (Go­
vernment laughter.) 

Ho,.,;. W. FORGAN ·S:::\1ITH: But they 
say it is not wise to have it. in _th!" "front 
window." Consequently. I thmk rt "'·correct 
to saY that thev have a secret pohcy, If 
thev "are going to return that money, where 
are" they going to g,et it from? 

:Mr. FLETCHER: \Ve are not going to refund 
it. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Ho:-~, W. FORGAJ\T SMITH: The 
Country party would be pled;:;ed to give 
half a million pounds to supporters of the 
Opposition and take it off public buildings. 
1-:; \vas quite in accordance with their policy 
of double dealing that this Council of the 
Country party would discuss the question 
ot publicity; and, kno'"-in~~ of their du1)liciryJ 
w~ are not surprised to r~ad the following :-

" Dif:cnssivn ensued us to the 1neasuro 
and mothoJ of giving publicity to thl· 
dpcisions of thi, Council lTICcting. 

'' 11r Edkins suggested that as wo \\ere 
now prepared to mal~· scn~ible and amic­
able arrangernonts in Fedc:al nw.tters it 
would b8 wise to ,,·ithhold our full hand 
until we had used it as a lever y;ith the 
2'\ationalists on State matters. 

"Mr. Garbutt and ::\Ir. Ke"·berv-That 
the matter of giving publicity· to the 
rewlutions of thi, meeting be left to the 
discretion of the sub-committee already 
appointed." 

'l'hey were prepared to k:· some of it out iu 
drlbs and drabs or, in oiher \'\Ords, to main­
tain the policy laid down so carefully b:; 
Mr. Edkins that it is m;t advisable b place 
these things in the front windmY--

:.\1r. Kl!W: Something like the communistic 
policy. 

HoN. W. FORGAK SMITH: Becalbe the 
small man would not favour thCcn. Yet here 
we hase a definite declaration bv no less a 
person than Mr. Garbutt nt a meeting of th" 
F>;ecutiYc Council of the Countr:· party that 
thev intend to pay back half a million of 
mo;:,ey to tho squatt<ers of Queensland if they 
obtain office. 

:.\lr. KING: Who says we are pledged to 
make a. refund? 

Mr. FLETCHER: That is quite wrong. 
Hox. W. FORGAJ\J S1IITH: If they are 

going to spend that mane_; in that way. there 
can be no expenditure on public building~ 
and other necessary works of that kind. 

Mr. KING: Where does it say that? 

Hox. vV. FORGAN S:.\H'I'H: That is quite 
evideut. I am justified in sa:ing that they 
haYe one policy, which they devise as tact­
fully as possible and put before the country 
at clcc6on times; but, sitting in what. they 
call a secret ea uctB, they come to certain 
other decisions. They pledge mon to refund 
certain moneys, which ·have bc•en properly 
raised bv this Govcrnment--

Mr. J ." J ONES: Kot proporlv raised. 

Ho:-~. \Y. FORGAN SMITH: I\_v cutting 
out :-uch cxpc-mdituro as is required on public 
buildings. Some of 1 he rc,-cnu: sp.cut un~lcr 
this vote comes from that legrslatwn whrch 

hon. members call r0pudiatory 
[12.30 p.m.]legi,Jati:m; consequently,_ if that 

monev JS handed back. rt meam 
that it will not b~ available for purposes surh 
as public buildings. 

Mr. FLETCIIER: That is quite \\Tong. 
HoN. W. FORGAN S~IITH: :"\o doubt 

hon. members opposite would give these 
people who support them politically and 
financially an extension of ]ea,es u_nder v.ery 
advantageous terms. One can easrl:v under­
stand how parties opposite raise their large 
funds. There is some other interesting matter 
in this report. 

Mr. MoORE: · Ask the C:ommittee to allow 
you to put the lot in " Hansard." 

[Hon. TV. Forgan Smith. 

HoN. W. E'ORGA::-J SMITII: That woul,; 
be a gooJ idea. There is an i11toreBl ing 
portion in connection with the Queensland 
Political Institute. 

Mr. ELPHI:-<STONE: \Vhat has this to do 
with the vote? 

The TE:\1PORARY CHAIR~L\X: Order' 
I ask the }Iinister to connect his rcrnark 
with the vute. 

HoN. W. FORGAK S_;j;liTH: I am d1ow· 
ing that certain rovenu~-3 are rai~;-d b:,~ thi,, 
GOvernment from cert 1in soUl'('E'S. Tho:-:e 
revenues are expended on various public 
purpos·es, and a portion of tho ·>C' reYcnuc~ is 
devoted to the Department of Public \Yorke. 

l\1r. ELPHI:-<STO:-iE: Lo Jn monPyo. 
lioK. \V. FORGAK S:.\TITH: We are deal­

ing with revcuuc. _._!\._ certain 11ortion is allo­
cated to this dcparhncnt to f'UlT.\' on nccrPsar.\~ 
repairs and additions to schoo1s and Gthcl· 
buildings. 

::\Ir. ELPHIKSTONE: Very weak. 
Ho:-~. W. FORGA"' S~diTH: If. the pro­

posals of the _organisation behmd hon. 
members opposrte were . adopted, that 
revenue would not be aYailable. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOKE: V en plausible. 
HoK. \V. FORGAN SMITH: If half a 

n1_illion pounds were given ba.ck to a f~w 
squatt0rs, it would not b<e aYarlablo for tno 
general purposes of tho GoYernrnent. 

Mr. KrxG: Where did you got that from? 

Hoe~. W. FOHGAN SMITH: This J?~ra~ 
graph respecting the Queensland Pohtwal 
Institute, to which I was rcferrmg, reads-

" The chairman said those men wm:e 
connecb?d with thfl J'.Jational Democratic 
Council a' a Speakers' "nd Debatmg­
Societv, and they -broke ~way over the 
treatn1ent given :Ylr. Elphmstone by_ the 
Nationalists. The_1• wNe now entrrely 
indopen~,ent of the "'ational Democratrc 
Councrl. 

Mr. ELP!!IKSTONE: It wo\1ld s,~ve time \f 
yen had the whole of rt put mto H·ansard. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: It goes on-
" Mr. Garbutt saici they had in New 

Zealand a Welfare League, and doal_t m 
economics and history, and wrote articles 
of great value, but t~ese people ~ero 
apparently purely pohbcal and mrg·ht 
turn their strength agamst us at any 
time. 

" Mr. Edkins said a deputation fro
1
m 

the institute had called on hnn. an_d .. Je 

thought they were not so much ~ pohtrcal 
force as a debating llnd spcakmg force, 
and he thought the~ might be useful. 

"Mr. Gav said Yery often !n dist~mt 
electorates they had difficulty m. gettm_g· 
speakers, and a body oi men hke thrs 
would be of great help to us and was 
worth encourllging. 

"Mr. Austin said he was tota)ly 
opposed to having- anything to do w1th 
this institute, although he agreed wrth 
Mr. Gay that we wa.nted more go<;d 
Bpeakers. Of thesf' wo ha-d plenty In 
the country if they were g-rven a chance. 

" :Mr. Green said a similar letter wa& 
sent to the Parliamentary Country party, 
but was not looked on with great favour, 
but as they did not like to turn them 
down flat, a friendly letter had been 
written suggesting that they would 



Supply. [\i SEPTICMBER.] Supply. l ~3;'5 

Rccept their help "' speakers, and would 
be glad to addreS' their meetings occa· 
sionally on politic<tl matters. 

" Mr. Batchcler "aid it was only a little 
more propaganda to undermine this 
organisation-he dicl not bolieYe in nro­
fc ssional speakers at election time, "and 
would suggecot we rcplv that \\e cannot 
consider their proposal. 

" :\1r. Newbcrv said citv speakers 
would not get . very far on country 
matters. 

"Mr. Green and Mr. Hives-That a 
courteous rep!:.· be sent wishing them 
well, and that we will be glad to give 
them all information and assistance in 
regard to onr Country party policv and 
m:tlook.-Carried." • 

:Mr. MoRGA:o; : Wha.t is wrong with that? 

llox. W. FORGA:\ S~HTII: This Execu­
ti\Tc (~oullcil rnecting of the Quf'f'nslaud 
Country puty then discussed the Federal 
dcctions, ::tnd a motion, landing the 
'\1 ationRiist Prime Minister of Australia 
and his Governn1cnt, was moYcd-

'· ~Ir. Batcheier oppose>d the motion on 
the ground that the proper industria 1 
bodice, had already pasoed reeolutions 
apprccia.ting the bcnefih conferred. It 

as not a matter of this political bads 
unlc,s it were intende<l to signify that 
wo surrcnder<'d our Countr,· party policy 
and propo.,;ed to support Mr. Hnghcs. 

'· Mr. Austin sai.! he totallv and abso· 
Iutcly disagreed With the motion. Mr. 
Hughes had cm'en•d us with abuse in 
his recent tour of Queensland. To 
embrace Mr. Hughes would bo to de~troy 
the Country party edifice they had built 
up. 

" Mr. Hives a.nd Mr. Ga.•· agreed with 
the idea of thanking Mr. Hughes f01 
what he had done. There ''as no pro­
mise involved of supporting him in the 
futuro. 

"Mr. '\lewbery said Mr. Hughes had 
used cYcr:; abu.Bivo epjtbet in bis vocabu­
lary in his tirade against the Country 
party :vhilo in Queensland, and he was 
not going to agref' to lick his boots. 
The motion was finally amended to 
include the Feder~l Country party, and 
\Vas curried." 

A resolution was c<Lrried. showing the definite 
connection between the moneved interests 
and the parties sittine; opposite), Under the 
head!;1g. ":Xo Opposition to Sitting :!}!em­
bers, the report states-

" Mr. Garbutt said h0 proposed to 
move-' That to give practical effect to 
the thanks just recorded, this Council 
d<'ride not to oppose anv Xationalist 
sitting member, either Representative 
or Senate.' Dr. Earle Page had made 
a very bad impres·Jion in the North, and 
they concluded that he was actually 
hostile to the sugar industrv. . . . 
He would, of course, follow this resolu­
tion with a corollarv one, that our 
Country party sitting members must not 
be opposed. 

" Mr, Edkins said he strongly sup· 
porkd the motion. It was a certainty 
that there must be some arrangement 
with the Nationalists if we were ever 
to get control in Queensland. 'l'he 
Nationalists long ago wore prepared to 
give the Country party the leadership 

and two-thirds of th0 Ca.binet. If thi& 
had been accepte:l we would have been 
in power to-day. \Ye can do it ntY,.- and 
get our ovvu C-ouJttry party 
forco jE Queensla nJ. YVe 
in no other way." 

Further on the report continue'' as follows :-
" Mr. Batcheler said either theY "ere 

a Countr:;· party or they were 'not a 
Country party. If tho:.' were, those 
rwople expected them to run candidates 
like any other party. If they were not. 
then it was time people understood that 
they were only Nationalists after a.!!." 

'l'he whole report is very interesting. I am 
prepared to adopt thf· suggestion of the 
lPader of the Opposition, and ask that the 
whole document be pnt into "Hansard." 
Does tlw hon. gentle>man desire the whole 
<locument to go into '' Han·ard"? 

Mr. VowLEe: No. 
Mr. ;\foRGAN: iVho stole the document? 

Hox. vY. FORGAN SMITH: While the 
party opposite condemn :the Government 
fo1· extravagance on the one hand, on the­
other hand they blame us for not spending 
sufficient money for cc'l lain purposes. With 
the resmu·ces which have been available, 
we have been :tblc to rlo very good thing" 
fol' the public purpo<S~Cc of this State; wP 
have be·•n able to build a large number of 
schools, and put others in necessary repair~ 
It will be a bad thing for this State if hon. 
membcro opposite are allowed to adopt their 
policy and give advantages to the friends 
who snpoprt th<'m outside. One or two other 
matters >vcre raised by hon. member, oppo· 
site, but I will deal with them later. 

l\Ir. PETRIE (Toomhu1\: l_-p to a certain 
point we li~tened with interpst to the spcec~l 
of the Minister, but I think it is to lw 
n)grctted that the time of this Con1rr1itt0e haF; 
heen wasted by his referenc.cs to the time­
worn subject of the dele>g-ation, and his iHtro­
dnction of son1e report which he has got hold 
of dealing with a secret junta for raising 
n1oney fDr a particular purpo'''?, \Yn haYP 
onl:v a certain number of days for cleali:1g 
>,;·ith the Estimatec. \Y 0 have already wu•t0d 
a goo-rl deal of tin1P and \vill not b--~ ab1e to 
get on to eome of the Estin1ates y, hirh \YC are 
anxious to dPbate. 

Mr. COLLINS: VV'hv don't you sir rlo'''li 
then? ' 

:\Ir. PETRIE: It '.\.lS Ye'·)- 1~uch ont of 
plaf'e and quite~ unpn_.,~~cdf'ntPd for the 
J\'IinistPr to introduce n1att0r~ of that nai ur0. 
f !Jelong to the Nationalist party, and I am 
not nsba~nccl of anything vve haYc donf'. 

I notice ihat in the item "General Rt'·pairs, 
Painting, ImproYon1enh, nnd InciJr-Hht]s" 
there is an increase of £3,000. A great 
nrnount of money bas been sncnt in coylncc­
tion with Gm·er~ment buildii1gs throughout 
the State. I ha vo not boon able to obtain a 
echcdnle showing the cost. but. when you 
consider the nnn1bF r, it n1ust be an enonnous 
amotmt. £30,000 is a very '·nall amount for 
general l'O[Jairs. A lot o( GoY<>rnmcnt build­
ings arc in a very bad statP of repair and 
n<·cd attention, Thev ha.-o be0n ne>gl0c!Pd for 
eome vears. The JVlinist0r knows that the 
1ong-Pr. you lcnyc builcling~-r--pc<'i~dly \YOoden 
buildings-without painting or repairs, the 
greah'r is the cost when they are b0ing put 
i.~ order. · 

I am not going into tlw question of day 
labour versus contract. I think eYery member 

JJir. Petric.] 
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kno,, ~ rny opi11ir.ns on thnt subject. I haYc 
1.lr0ady st.atccl that there j.., sonlt_,'hing to be 
said for and against thn ·day-labour and con­
tract syste111. I-lon. rnPnlbl'r::i oppo :itn a.ro 
ahv ,y:-. eager to b1·ing up what an Px<JJlnish'r 
did and snld in conuect.ion with day labour 
in th:- collstrurtion of <.:ertain raihvavR. ~-\t 
that time tllf'rp YYas a Libf'ral Govornincnt in 
po\VCJ' and industrial eondltion~ \VPrP not ns 
they arc 11ow. The Chief Eng-inPCl' for Rail­
ways vvas ,£!'iYcu a frcP hand to employ the 
best InC'n he could get aud giYe the best 
·\vagt·..;, and no doubt the work was done 
sati~fartorj1y. 

Thu 11i ni~tcr led Hie to b0lieve that- certain 
hon. 111ernbers on this side had insinuated 
('(;l'tain thillg.-; agai11st OffjCt'l'S of hid dcpart­
llll'llt. 1 \Vant to rnakc the 1natit>r dear. 
r a:n m' an' th'it in the Dl'partment of Public 
·\Vork.s \'\'C' ha n" the 1nost cou1pctent ofiicers 
from the 1~·ndc Scerctary dowu, and I 
bPlit·\·c thc!t thPY carrv out thPir \vork ycrv 
sr.:tisfactorih-. Thev havo urvlPr then1 th~ 
best tradc~:n10ll avcailabln to-daY. I haYe 
.ncvPr been a LcJieyer in low wag,·s. It is a 
goDd thiug 1 o pa~v ~·ood \Vag('S if a nHlll giyc_., 
a fair clay'~ ~.vo1·k for a fair day's pay. 11y 
A"_~x:periellf'C ha., hc(•n that the bel tPr vou 
handle rnen, the bettel' tltev ,,·ill trPat ,:ou. 
The Thli11istcr has 1nadc cei·tain innovations 
in his deparln1cnt, which I believe \Yill bo 
of son1e benefit. and, perhaps. rlDW are dis­
('lo~ing benefits in that direction. \Ye have 
heard a lot :;:aid about t.lte dav-labour svstcn1. 
\Yo ::ne not again~t that ~:·sh:nl f:O rnuc'h, but 
we Inainh1i11 that \Ve bavo decent honest con­
tractor, in Brisban" who wili give decent 
work. TheY hayc to oav h0avv taxation. 
The liov0rn.mcnt have prevented· them from 
obtaininc:: any G-O\Trnn1ent work bBrause of 
the- introdll{'tion of the da \·-labour svstcm. 
The Liberc>l Gon•rnment. \vhen lhc\· w'ero in 
J)O\\ (~r, Wl'!'f' rt'Spon::;.ibl(' for ~tarting the day­
labour sy~-te1n in a ~mall vva v. Thi~ Govern­
J\!ent ha\,, placPd thf' wh~ll' of the work 
-under that f'_\"srcnL The- rontractm ;:-; contri­
bute ver,· largely towards the ron'nne of the 
State, and th~:~· really should lw giYPll son1e 
{'hH.nf'(' of' OCC<l··ionalJy obtaining SOtll('- work 
frorn thl Govcrnn1ent. ~Ir. AJ·thnr }Jidson. 
who is HC?W constructing the foundations for 
the l'H'\V ']'own HalL is one of the abl<'st, mo't 
rcspcetn1dc, and most cornpptcnt co11trnctors 
that \VP- hayc in Queensland. I under~tand 
-that his C'ontra('t \\as son1cthing like £30 000 
below tbc- architect's cstinwtc. '" ' 

At 12.45 p.m .. 
Th0 CIL\IIDIAC>; r~mmcd the chair. 
Hon. \\'. FORGAo; S:mTH : The contractor 

·will get the adyantage of falling cost~ on 
that job. 

J\Ir. PETRIE: The dcpartm~nt make their 
-e~tirnate~ all rjght; I am not questioning 
that. iYhcn th0 Con'rnment carrv out their 
work and theY haye one item whi~·h has con­
siderably incl:(>ased in price, without in any 
wn.v interfering Tvith the work thp;,· decide to 
eliminate that iten1 frorn the work. ...:\ con­
tractor cannot do that. Take the case of the 
new State Insurance Building. The con­
tractor "·as almost ruined on that job. The 
Goyernment can cut out certain increases in 
<'xpenditure and thus bring the cost of the 
work within the estimate. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SJ\!ITH: If, after the esti­
mate was made. the GoYernment found that 
they could clirr{inatc any increased expendi­
ture. the\" would b0 foolish if thev did not 
(10 ~0. ' ~ 

[Jl1r. Pett·ic. 

::\[r. I'ETRIE: Yes; but a contractor is 
no!", allowed to do that. He has to keep to 
tho plans and specificrttion" All details 
ehonld bo furnished with c,·ery plan when 
tPnders arc called. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAo; S:UIT!T: There is always 
a certain amount of clasticih· in connection 
with eycry tcndc·r. · 

:Hr. l'LTRIE: The Gon'rnment had a 
lJPttcr chnncc of dealing \virh that n1attcr 
th:tn an ordinary contractor. 

Hon. w. FoRGAN s~IITH: An inspector of 
,., orlu y,·ould bP very foolish if he took up a 
rigid attitude on CY(~rythlng. Th('re 1nust 
b0 a C'"rtain alnount of elastirib; in a11 
1natters of that nature. 

:'vir. PETHIE: The cost of the conotruction 
of the new Trades Hall oxccedcd the estimate 
by about 100 per cent. 

'\Ir. \YILSOX: Because the bnilcling was 
held np bv the hon. nwmbcr for Toowong 
and Dtller ·hon. H1C'l1lbers. 

::\Ir. MAX'HLL: Hoar, hear~ I am proud 
of it. 

Mr. PETRIE: \Vith all du·· deference to 
the hon. nwmbC'J' for Fortitude Vallov I do 
not think that was the real c'luse · ~f th · 
increased cost of that building. The trade 
unions arc all right; but, unfortunately, there 
are 1ncn who odopt the ··go slo\Y" poli-cy. 
Those men have been getting into the unions 
and hav·e been trying to upset everything·. 
EvPn the Government have ha-d to contend 
with men of that kind. 

Hon. "\V. FORGAN S~IITH: Speaking gener­
ally, ~~ve get as goDd service frorr1 our men as 
is obta incd from men outside 

:'vir. PETRIE: The hon. gentleman has 
good 111·-'n in his department. l-Ie is wise in 
not haxing n1cn who aclopi the "go s.lo\v '' 
polio'.·. If he finds that the m<'n. arc not 
doing their\\ ork. h0 gets rid of them--that ls. 
if the unions will allow him. I ha Ye no doubt 
that he does the best under all the circum­
stances. I would not lik~ to think that the 
J\Iinist·-- r or his officers ·wel'e don1inatecl bv 
r,n outside junta. An effort has been made 
to dorninate t.hf'lll. Perhaps son1c work under 
the day.labour system can bo performed 
better than under the co11tract system. The 
hon. n1-cmber for H0rb0rt n1ade son1e inter­
jection with reference to the Yletropolitan 
\Vater rmd Sewerage Bo.,_nl. "\Ve know that 
the contractors who did that work went 
"bung,)' if I n1ay be allo\YPd to us0 that 
expression. \V e a !so know that " lot of 
\York v--a.s done by th? 1\1ctropolitan Water 
Sllpply and Sewerage Board under the da:v· 
labour system. and that the board afterwards 
had to abandon that svstcm. There are 
certain works that can probably be better 
done by day labour than by contract. 'rho 
hon. member for J>furi!la was quite right 
in bringing up the quc·,tion of the construc­
tion of schools in rcn1otc rlistr ict:-, and I was 
pleased that the Minister gayc a very favour­
able reply to the sugg2stions the hon. 
member made. There can be no doubt that 
it is wrong in principle to send men from 
large centres long distances, pay their railway 
fares, and board and lodging, when local 
men can be obta incd to do the work. I 
know that sometimes you cannot get the 
tradesmen that you want. I am not going 
to cast anv reflection on our workmen. '\Vo 
haYe in Queensland to.day as good tradesmen 
in all trades as you can get anywhere, but I 
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know in my line of busine•·· there is a diffi­
culty in always getting the class of tradesman 
that we require. 

Hon. W. FORGAN S>IITH: The boys arc not 
given the training that they previously had. 

Mr. PETRIE : A little more encouragement 
has be on given lately. I _am glad to say that 
in my lino of business things have rtltered 
lately. We now have two sma'll boys. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S1nTH: The trainincr of 
sufficient apprentices for the various tr~des 
is a Ycry serious problcn1. 

ldr. PETRIE: I know it is. I ao-ree with 
what the Minist-er saia regarding too many 
of the pupils at the technical colleges going 
in for typing and that kind of thing. I would 
ldte to kno\v hovv many a.pprenticcs arc bcino­
train(•d in the Department of Public ·works.~ 

Hon. \Y. FORGA:-< S1JITII: \Ve have appren­
tices in all branches. 

Mr. PETRIE: If we continue in the way 
'.~C }:__~.ye been going on in the last few yt:·ars 
the time will come \•·hen we shall have n~ 
tradesmen at all, and we shall have to import 
them from other countries. 

Hon. \V. Ji'oRGAN S}IJTH: We have about 
twenty apprentices at the pro-ont time in the 
degartment. 

Mr. PETRIE : I am very glad to hear 
that. \YlH"n I was in the buildincr trade we 
h,,d apprentices in almost over; b~·anch and 
I am glad to say that those apiorentice/have 
turned out first-class tradesmcrL On<> bov 
that we brought up as a bricklaver went. home 
vvith his father and got a job' as a jourHcy­
rnan, but he '''as not thr00 n1onths there 
brfore he was put in charge of a branch office 
in London. I-L is doing well and writes me 
occ;,rsionally. That prove's that e can turn 
out just as good tradesmen here as thev can 
in other parts of the world. ' 

As there are so many public buildings 
that are in a neglected stat,c, it is u pitv 
that thoro j~ not some sor~ of a ~inking fund 
that the Government could fall back on. 
Very often these building., arc left to the 
very last moment. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAX S1IITH: Victoria. a few 
yea.r.:o ago, had to float a special loan to 
make up their arrear of work. 

Mr. PETRIE: That was regrettable. Take 
the pr:>cnt Treasury Buildinrs. I am not 
blan1ing this Government, hut it '~·otlld have 
been far better if the rrrcasury Building~ 
could havco be"n completed before some of the 
other buildings, such as the Executive DuiJ.d­
ings and the State Insurance Ofllco Building··, 
\Ycro Cl'f'c>tod. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAX S:mnr: \Yo han that 
under consideration now. 

::VIr. PETRIE: I am glad to know that the 
Govcrrnncnt aro noYv paying ver;: little in 
th" way of rent, and I hope tho time i~ not 
far dis!:ant 1Yhon the Treasury Buildings \Vill 
be completed. It i .. not. doing them any good 
to allow thctn to remain in their present 
uncompleted state. 

The :Minister referred to the d ·legation 
and otber things, and I would like· to sa v 
that there ar.J certain State enterprises tha't 
we could well have done without, and the 
monev wasted on those enternrisos could far 
better hav0 been handed m·er to the Secrn­
tary for l'ublic Works so that he might 
carry ant additions to schools that arc so 
much needed aud other ''ork necosc;arv for 
the carrying on of the business of the State. 

I do not wish to say anything further with 
regard to day labour, because I know it is 
the policy of the Government. I do not Llamc 
them for having adopted that polir,,·, but I 
do think they should give tho"c people who 
pay large sums in taxation Hn opportunity 
at tim('" to t-,nder for Go\·ernnH~nt \vork. 
The hon. member for Burnett referred to 
this matter and said that, if a trial were 
given, an office csti1nate could bo made up 
and nut into the tender box at th·-' surw t in1 
as other tc'nders, and all tenders could be 
opened in the presence of responsible officers,. 
and if the cl(•partmental 0~tllllntf' "\Ya:-3 helo"\v 
the coutractors' pric<", then there would be 
nothing more to say. That was done in 
connecti-on with the foundat:ons of the 
present State Insurance Office Buildings. 
The hon. member for Bnlimba \Va.o S'cretary 
for Public V\Torks at the time, a;:d " deputa­
tion \YRitcd on him and he agree-d to adopt 
that svstem. The result \Yas that ono con­
tracim: was below the office estimate, and he· 
got the work. 

Mr. S\VAYNE (Jiirani): Tl c hon. mem­
ber for Enoggera. when :-:peaking thi::i .n1orn: 
ing, nwoted rather an importn_nt point ?t 
policy-the proportion of expenditure 111 

ro"ard to public buildings which ohould be 
charged against revcnup and against loan 
rcspectiY,•lv. The Mini<tcr stated in Teply 
that that ~v11s a matter of policy. It would 

be well to ccnsidcr '' hcther it is 
[2 p.m.) a fair thing to thodo w!ru come 

afterwards to debit to loan 
charges for buildings, the li''' of which, a,; 
tho l\I1nii'-tcr pointed out. i~ only fort:: years. 
The Minister mentioned that thnt pcnod w" 
the 0xtren1(~ life of wooden builclings. ThP 
depreciation of a. wooden buildin":. i v0ry 
great, aud I take it th et. bv the nmo such 
a building j~ forty year~ olc1. t~r>:' c~~t of 
rnaintPnanct} will lH~Ye added consiC]('-l'adJ:" to 
its fir~t charg<'. As illusb'atin!2: th0 diffcr­
()l1C'e in thP attitude of pr0Yious AdnJini,-tra­
tions and the prC'scnt Ach_;_1ini"'trntion on that 
point, I "\ovould like to con1p.-;r0 thr> fig·urc:; 
given jn the Auditor-Gener~-tl's n:pcn t for 
l915 ,,-ith those in thl' E,timah for thi'" 
nar. I find from the Auditor-G, 'era!',; 
)·cport of 1915 that the Dcnham GoYern;ncnt 
spent from loan £77.383, and from r.venue 
£148.560: or. 111 other \Yord>. roughly twJCc 
as much from revenue as from loan. It YYill be 
remom bercd that, -.,-.hen this GoYernrncnt took 
office, thcv had in their first flnnnc:ial ye>rtr a 
suml;os of £37.000. Th·J Awiitor-Genernl, in 
r . .t"•rring to that surplus. qjd tint had it not 
been fo; their change from th<:tr predec0ssor . .' 
f'.'> .~t0n1 of Ci"Htrging t0mporarv \Yondf~D bui1c1-
inO's to 1'0'-'Cnue, that snrplu:::: \Yon1d h~:yc; 
be~n a d0ficit. It is rather intNe.,ting to 
consider ho-.:<; muC'h largPr thj:c:: Gc)Ycrnn1f'nfs 
rrrO\Yino· df'ficits v;oulcf haYP bf!C'll. __ nd hoYY' 
~11:'11 1;:-u their nomina1 qnplu--,ts would have 

if the svstem of their predccc,,m.. had 
en carried 'out. As ilhFtratin,- tlw diffcr­

pncc in prac+ic,•, take th0 Yote \Ye arc- 110\ 
discursing. \Ye find that from lonE ,t~e 
Gm·ernmont in!Pncl to ·pcnd £280.57~, WL1:l.o 

fro1n rPvenu~ in the votn ·which \VC an? 
now diecncsing the expenditure is only 
£95.000. In other word'. the cxpenditurA by 
this GoYernment from loan is ncarlv threr• 
times as rnuch as fron1 rPYenue. I think 
that the electors should ronsidcr the wisdom 
and justice of piling up those charges for 
temporary buildings on loan account.. which 
\vill have to be borne bv those who conH' after­
\Yards when the work itself has become value--

Mr. s~uaync.] 
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less. The :Minister, in his rPply, read out the 
Ininutes of tho Prin1arv Producer' UnirJn 
and argued that, if th;, policy thoro men· 
t,-ion~d \Yas carried out there v.:ould bo vrrv 
little money left to be 'spent on public build­
ir::::rs. l vYonld like to read so1ucthing in 
illu:.:,:r ,_tion of the nevv policy which the party 
opposite have in vi;;vv, and I would ask the 
Minister how much monev there wauld be 
for public buildings if the vie·\\ s of his 
friends that I am going to read were carried 
into cffer:t. 

At 2.7 p.m., 
nr. F. A. CoOPER (lJr, m<"). one of the 

P~l1cl of T0mporar,· C'hairm• n, relieved the 
Cha-irm:ln in tho cl;ai~·. 

1\Ir. SV\' A YNE : I ha VP here a report of 
the Interstate Labour Conference held in 
thf' Sydr:!cv Tr tdes Hall on 19th ,June, 1919. 
'The Minister spoke for half an hour, but I 
do not illtCl<d to go 'into this at any length. 
I find that the offit~ial Labour declaration, 
a6- cant 1 int d in the "Labour Ko\VS '' the 
offiC'la.l organ .vf tho Labour 11arty, re,;ds-

,, \Yheth~r abused or not, the system 
of Dolshcvrsm . , . has established 
itsc1f for g·ood in Rn,'3ia. and, as a new 
Evang-d, must spread thence through­
out t.ltc world. 

":Bob:LeYisn1 is dcmocnwv unadul~ 
tent red. It·~ irr1portance To ... .\u~tralia is 
P" d of the importancp of the "ide 
world. No wholc-,snt!led democrat can 
look asknnce at it.n 

~hnt i:-< the opinion of the Labour organisa­
tron. I ask the public undc•r which s·.stcm 
public bui}Jdings~under the s;·c,,tem represented 
by the 1 rrmary Producer's Union policv 
rs the more money likely to be spent for 
oc· under the system adYocatcd at the Labour 
Conference in Sydney in 1919: which is 
really ''Red Bol,.hevism " So far as the 
1ninutc-; read by tho Alinist0r are concerned, 
he made r ferenc~ to an act of repudiation by 
the Go;;crnmont 1n connection with pastoral 
leases. The 11astoral lessee'· no doubt, \re.ro 
treated unjustly, although I do not for one 
moment concur ;vith the utt ·rances quoted by 
the Minist ;r, that there is a possibility of pay· 
mg back £500,000. I ·do not think am·one 
contemplates that for a momee1t, beouse it 
could not be done; but, if any future Go,-ern­
ment havo it in their po\V~T in smne \vav to 
make good to thooe people the lossc'; that they 
havt~. incurred through tl-;.c political robbery 
of th1s Adn1inistration, then it would only b,~ 
an act of cornmon justjc0 to 1na.ke good in 
somo \vay or another. C'omirw: more imn1edi~ 
ntcly to the .subject ur1<-.k•r discus.~ion as to 
"'>Y11l'thcr tbt') taxpayer \Yonld not get more 
vr.1uc for. the 1norwy spFmt if another s~~stcn1 
for carrying out the \\'Ork Wtl, brouo-ht into 
,ffed;, 1 think th~t piecework should be g-iven 
a tn~d. Th1s lS a cmestion elnt I have 
<li· np · ed on this vote ftH' the past five vears. 
l :1m sure that. if the Ell~gc ,tion I rnaci<J five 
:·nn' ag-o had been erried into effect, there 
".voulci have been a considr:l~ab!e saYing of 
money to the elector. of Ou<'ensland. The 
1\1ini.,+- l' (~uotcd one 01 b;o isolated casL'5 

'vhich apparent.1:v sho\v there is something 
to be said for the day-labour system. I,V'C 
clu not contend for cnc moment that anv 
syst£·!11 is c:·tirely '\VTong-. or ;i1at anv othe~r 
sy<Stcm j~ entirely good. \Yp· have fo take 
every r;·c,:=::o on its m2ritj. \~~hf'n the hon. 
rrycrnbnr for T-oo-..vong \'.'RS speaking ho men~ 
·t:onccl a c ·.se w,here a sC'hool erected under 
the .day~labour ~ystPm cost £102 per square, 
,~,hi le another building in the same locality, 

[llir. Swayne. 

built under <Yntract, but under the t.anle 
supervision, C'ost only £58 per square. There i­
a small school in the Mirani electorate "hich 
requires a veranda in order to protect it on the 
\voather side. The estimate given to construct 
t.hat veranda under the day-labour SJ stem \YilS 

o\·cr £90. As the veranda was only 21 feet by 
8 feet it was considered that the estimate wa.s 
out of all provortion, and tho \vork \V'a_s not 
done. It has not bEen done vet, and the 
;;;chool i not protected in "' Pt \'~":f:'ather from 
th-) rain. At tho 6Urr1e tin1e I had a veranda 
built here in Drisbane, 47 feet long and 9 feet 
,.:ide with a room on it., for £92, or. so.n1ewhcre 
about the estimated cost of th1s other 
veranda 21 feet by 8 feet. unly recently I 
suppliPd figures showing the cost of jobs~ 
I think in t.he electorate of tloe hon, member 
for Fa~::;ift~rn. The closing in underneath of .u 
school r idPnce cost £40, although the estr· 
1nato wa3 £9 17s., and it was 1ncrely a que;~ tif?ll 
of rnilirw a few battens on to tho posts m 
the front of the building. in which I think 
abc>ut 400 naiis 'verc used. That 1s the sort 
of thing that is going on. 

I think one of the first questions I asked 
thio session v;,<S of the Sccrct~ry for Pubh; 
VVorks, as to tho amount or . m?ney ~ha" 
had been sjoent on public buddrng:s smce 
the present Government took office m 1915. 
ThE' reply was £~.294.611; and I feel safe 
in sa-.-ing that. 1f the three systems of 
contraCt. dav~labonr, nnd piecework ~ad 
been in Dller~ti on whcr~ €'ach was convenient 
01.' dcsirn ble. that amount would ha.vc been 
largely rer1uced. and in the. ~ush ;1ietri_cts 
man7 children ,,·onld be· receivin;r eaucat1on 
,vho ~ no•v haYC' to go without it. bPcause 
y('ar o~.~ vear t.he vote is expended before 
all the. schools required can be erected. In 
th•; same way we know that fn too many 
children havC' to recei\re tuition in nnsatis~ 
fncton· building-s, to the prejudice of their 
health'; and, hR.U that large sun1 of tnone.v 
b0cn judiciously and properly cxpcn.d~d, It 
wonld have giv~n thorn proper condihons­
eufficicnt sp~tce to brea( he i11, proper protec­
tion from the weather, and so on. 

'l'he adion of p>tst Qoyec·nments in 
initiating on railway constr1;1ctio!1 the day­
labour sv . .;tcm has been mcntwncd. I would 
like to point out that the system as initi~1t<d 
bv them was verv different from what 1t 1s 
t~-day, because the practice of letting c-ertain 
jobs by piecework _was follo:'·e·d m certam 
('ircun1'3tanec·.; for ~nstancc, In smnc of tho 
sidings a!ld sn1all carth,-rorks. 

Hon. \:V. FoRG.\~ SMITH: Y on had the 
,, butty gang'' systero. 

:\fr. SIVAYNE · It >~·as dl'cctiYc, and 
n•anv ('ulv0rt' and sm~Il bt·idgcs also '\vcre 
1n Hh~ hv that method. The a bcht1on of that 
svstem js partly the n~~~on why the cost. to~Gty 
i~ so he a~, y. The cost ?f railv,ay constru~t~on 
ha. r .:J,"'~H='d the appalhng figure of '·O_lllOt.lnng 
]ikv £14.0'10 a 1nilc and for a light L,gncnlt.ural 
line over £9,000. Another reason why the 
E'Yils of the day~Iabour s;;·):crn. have bcr~_n 
m,·, nift ~bed und0r th2 prc...:ent Gon:-nnnent 1-, 

that 1l control over the ~mploc:"c' is lost. 
At th~ nrcsent tin1c the forc·n1an ~_)r ganger 
is mcP::l~~ a check ti1nckcepcr. If he re~nDn­
stratpo; .. :Vith on .• of the gang-he 1J'lnn .;s to 
th0 sJ.m~- union-he gets a very rou~h tiJn~·· 
Although there are many good men. there H 

n. small r1<'1nt nt nmong tl1o men tha~ ahvay~ 
dcsire<S to go slow. Unfortunately, that 
elon1ent has far gn'ate!' influcnc:--- than it+ 
numbers warrant. Some people foar that 
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that element IS grD\\in:o,. The Minister 
admitted that it is not n, dPsirab1P element. 
If it is grmc.ing, it is due distinctly to the 
-encourngcrnent given tn it and tho ·:7oaknes3 
exhibitt d in dealing s'>1tb it by tho nre~ellt 
Adrninistration. _,_ 

~Ir. BL'LCOCK (B•trto0): The hon. mem­
ber ,~or 1I_ira~,i ha~ son1Pthing to say about 
thP " go slo·w pohf'y--which. h!' clain1cd. is 
advocated b,v individuals who wield an influ. 
ence altogcthc'r out of propurtion to their 
numb~r. I have had as 1nw:h industrial 
e.:::-\:pcncnce amongst l!nionJst.., and Ol'ganiPed 
lahour ::ts rnost n1en 1n thi I-Iouse. Dnrincr 
ihc whole of the time that I hcv0 been " ·o"-

iuted actively with the b;ggcst union in 
Queensland-the Auf·tralian \Yorkors' Union 
-I-'- ~l't':~ never ~~cl a~:; trm~ble ari:::ing ont 
of d.e go slo\V policy. 'Ihf~ \·,ork under 

.:J.Y j uri.;dirti on Pn1braced. rail wa vs. ~hearin ,-,· 
shcc_1s. pa~toral work. tnunicip~( ,~·ork. anc1 
Yanous other tyl)CS of \York. I haYc novcr 
b~en called on to adjudicaL in coJncction 
v; ~th, or to h·y and s~ttlc, a ''~rike or indus· 
~nal trouble arising out of the a.pnlication of 
-rhc ''go s1o11T" policy. That prcn:c~ th~t the 
\Yorkers gcnnrally are uot prcpnn~d to es· 
})OU'JC tha~ fWJicy unl(':-:S the!'("} j"' '\'Cry graye 
<_·:nrse for 1t. Other hon. n1crnh--:1 0~1 this gjdz:­
who have had industrial expericnc~ aloncr 
tho same liD~-~s vvill, I fe~Jl sure, indic <J~ that 
thC'ir experiences have been si1nilar to n1inc 
and will say thHt the average indiYidual i~ 
rrepared to do the fair and hone:<t thing, so 
~ lT ns_ his abilitie.;:; pern1it hin1, in anv \Vork 
111 wlnch he may be employed. " 

Thcr: has been a goccl d~;·,l of discussion 
rr,gardi~g th0 relativu merits of contract 
''\-~n·k, _Piecework, ancl the ch~·-labour sy.:>ten1 . 

!~tste~mg_ to the debate to-day, and compar­
mg it '.nth that of last year and the vear 
before, 1t appears to me that the Oppos{tion 
l1ave. chnngt_d th'-'Ir gr. und of ~1.ttack. In 
p~·cv,rous L~·:~ars they att>tcked the principle 
ot tno. cw:,;-labour system and a~ked for a 
rcvcr~IOn to tho old _of C'Olltl'<Ct WOrk. 
To-aay we find f -·rtain n1embers steer 
what might be termed-at lc.;st from their 
point of view-an intermediate course and 
~dvocatc the application of piccework-~hich, 
~~1 effect, make3 every indiYidua] a. contractor 
11~ the \York he- is c1_lhd on to pcrfor1r. 
\\· h!le we may argue the moral merits of 
either system, the practical application lead,; 
me t0 bdieve that tho c\a,·-labou!' svstem as 
we have it, in spite of it~ faults-,vhich. in 
thB 1:nai~1 are. inscp_arab1e frorn an~- ~ysto~11-
has JUStified 1ts ex1stencc. I would be loe.th 
tv see this Govcrnn1cnt d0nart from that 
princip]-1,'· 'rhere is a hnnulnltarian a·~pect 
and a pract1ca l a <ne et to the case. \V c have 
t? co;>c··idcr the p1:actical a pp lie'. lion of any 
tncones \Ve may advance er nn s-.,.stcm1 which 
""J'e IT!:t:l snpcrin1pose upon oui· Eorial or 
industrial life. Out of their own mouths 
hem. member;; oppo·it stand cond~''nncd. 
In 1912. the then Secn•tarv for Ra ihva vs. 
~\Jr. Pf>gct. spoke on this c question of th~ 
rolu.tive abiJit~' of the ro·Y1n1unjty gGncrall:v 
In c:arr,v tlw contract svstcm on tl1e one hand 
or the dav-labour system on the other hand. 
IIf' ''';;s cf the opinion that thP rircurnstanre.;; 
justified t!1G application of the day-labour 
6ystcn1. 

This stafen1 ·nt \Yas n1adc at the titne \Yhe-n, 
in ih0 l~1ain. tho contract s~·::tem was 
·dcfinitclv fayoured by lead0rs of political 
,, llought ... 

..:\.ccording to " 1-Iansard" for 1912 the then 
Secretary for Hailways, ~·II·. Page!. stated-

,; I a.:.n handing in for the inforn1ation 
of hon. n1r>1nber~ .a return prc'pared in 
1897. for the then chiPf engineer of all 
railF, ays built by 11in1 under contract 
botv cen 1381 and 1893--

'l'hc total expeucliturc was £5.491.720, 
the ruileage 1,144.94, and tho ayeragc 
cost pc··· mile £4,7"'>. 

This return includes all 
built behV<·"n 12-31 and 1896 
Southern diYision. n few in 
tral d!Yision, but no~.c in the 
division. as the Central diYi· ion ,,, as 
onlv taken on•r b1• the thC>n chid 
Pltg:inf'>0r in 1887, ~-nd the I\orthcl'n 
diYision in 1892. 

A ret11rn ha:-; been }Jrcparf'd by uc 
of (lll railway·, bujft bY da'l labour since 
its inception' in 1900 c1p t,; 1911. 

The total {'Xpcndltnre wn:-~ £3,41(=,249, 
the 1nllcag L144.59, nr;d the .. tvc~age 
cost per mih £2,982. 
"Opp0sitiou ~Icn1hc-r~: I-I car, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOil P,AJLWAYS: The 
fact that tiw mileage in both rctums 
are practicaliy the- san1c is n1ercly a 
coinci·dencc. 

This return incJud0s all the n1.ilwnvs 
built throtH:l~:out the State dtU"ing theSe 

TlH::> total differenrv in c xponditure ls 
£2.078,471 in favonr of day labour. 

Opposition Memb2rs: Hear, hear! 
Mr. Kirwan: I hope the Liberals in 

the Federal Parliament will read ihis. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 

average ~ost per mile is £1,814 per mile 
in favour of day labour. 

Opposition l\len1bers: I-Iear, hear!" 

I do not think tbot circuinstances ]HlYe justi­
fied any altera.! ion of the opinion laid do\Yll 

i,-, this Chamher at th. t time. I do not 
think it t'all be 2aid t~wt that expcrit<Iwo 
has not 1orne the test of time. It might 
be said that the state:mcnt tnadc by the then 
Sccretarv for Rp,Jhyays has bf:On proved 
fallacious in tho light of later expC'riPncc. 
I int<'nd to quote from the Snlnov '·Bul­
k•bn." j_~I1H1 ! th1nk it wilt _l;e · ~tgTt;r,-~ th~t 
the nrtlClC' u a lc,b.' conh'JtmtlO"l to thiS 
ac·bate. The article i2l het~ded h Too mtH h 
l{il'1q1atrid.::." In dealing ',vith th0 qnc~tion 
of c·-_me:truction of v ar sei·yi-co horrw it 
state~-

" 1-Iad the originnl intention nf u' ili~­
ing the State bujld1Eg departn1er:t.::; bc~;•n 
folloY\'Cd, the schc 11C, instead of <1 rror­
g'C'OUt' failure, n1ight ht~YC b~c-n 11 ::me(~~>-:>. 
_\ t all cYrnts. thr> adn1inif'tr Lt·;o:> would 
ha~ c bc_en in tho hara14 of n1c11 fnrniliar 
vvi- h all the details of a:1 r~.;:untiallv 
local job." V 

\Ye ,.11 knoy; the' hishrv of the sc·andal 
surrounding the building: of 1.\ -:t.r sc-rYH"'e 
home~, a~1d, a:: tin1c f!OPS on, nlOl'C s, .... n.ndals 
arc br,ln~ n"}YCalc:d. The Co1nn1ittee rcecntlv 
np11ointcd to inquire into the ion ouf 
tho buil<1in~r of v-;ar <'ryice qu1te 
clE,arly ancl Ldc-finitely f'tflted that the h0JT1C~ 
which had rn>t £15.500.000 were \\'Orth 
£8.250 000. That S0Cll'lR to iulir 1tc - t thc 
rliffcrem·c bntwoon £3.250,000 and £15,5CJ.OOO 
represents y;asto. rrhat is an activitY 
controlled by the Federal GoYernment 
nndcr the f'Ontrart sv;;;tctn; vet hon. mmn­
bers opposite have the aud.acity to come 

Jlir. Bulcock.] 
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i11to thls Cha.rnbcr ::tnd f'hargf! hon. lllClnbcrH 
on this side \oYith v a~te and ex:traYagance. 
Pur~uing this argurnent a little bit furthe-r. 
it: is shown that the ar~ hi tee~ who wa:3 
responf'ib1c for exercising a sort of bcncYo­
lont :-upcr\'ision over th0 C'rtction of the::::c 
dwPlliug, got £27 10s. for OY~'l'Y dYcJling 
t11at V><lS crc--·ted undQr his superYi'~}on. Th;,t 
£27 10s. was taken from the- pockets of the 
unfortunate indiYidnals for whom thoso 
hmnes IVPl'c~ b('ing built, anJ it is another 
c•xanrple of tho \vrongful t':>p(·nditure of 
u:;oncy-ntoncy that rnight ''Tell haye bN•n 
consr:r\TJ to the people fer vdlOJ11 tlH' honlC'' 

\:c·::_·c b{ ing built and \Y;lO could ill affon_1 
h part wi'th iL It is --o,newhat of a s<::l!ldal 
to think that the gentleman Slll1f'rvi~ing the 
lmildi11g' of th('Se housP~ shollld draw R sun1 
of £48.590. oc 3~ pcr cent. on the ccd of 
CtH·h dwPllintr, for his snpcrYi ion. That is 
one of the C'Yil' incidental to the contract 
s~·st0n1. nd, if the c,Jr;tract f'.}>tcm lends 
itself to that sort of thing, 1 take it thrtt 
the publir- of Queensland find the rnblic of 
f'YC'ry p.:rt oj th0 Con:1n1oD\'\·c ·lth are going 
tu b0 up in ann~ against a ~y:>JPnl that f0 
matPrlal!y adds to the {a pi tal ('o:·t of a 
(hvrlling~ ;vhilP the purrbaser of t1w dw.!Jing 
g0ts no additional benefit. T'h0 '· Hldlctln " 
o rticle further states-

" :::Ir. ::\1atthc s, Fcd"ral nH nber. 
asked--

\Vhy i, the public 'c,J]cc1 Ullon to pay 
a ftrrn of priY<lte architc ·t-.; tlJou-:·tnds 
of pounds fm· the [HCp<Lraticn of pbns 
and the tnking out of quantitiu~ that 
arc alecadv antilablc in the \Vorks 
Dcpartn1cni? Beyond nn incffrrtua1 
state1ncnt 'that th~e quu~tion pertained 
only to the management of the Bank,' 
the Treasurer had no reply." 

\Y c havo npver bec,n ablo to get any satisfac­
tory exp]anat.lon so far as thP'''=' 'Yar service 
home"'' are cone..: rncd ; but the people gen~r­
ally arc agreed that the bungling of the 
Fedorul department :in connection v.rith these 
contract·· has materiallv addPd to the total 
cost of the buildings without adding' to their 
value, and it is abundantly proved that the 
soldiers' homes should have been constructed 
at a much lower cost than thcv were, That 
:is an indication of bo-..v these n~cn, for ,vhorn 
a nc'v hei:lYE'll was to be created. have b•en 
penalised by the Fedora! Gowrn,r, nt job­
bmg out the work so that their friends could 
get a substantial benefit. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S:,rrrn: Thev have asked 
the States to take over control.· 

::\Ir, BCLCOCK: It i,s -atisfactori]y estab­
lished now that, had the State., be:•;; calle·d 
upon to handle those thingc, they ·.vould 
have handled them far more sati.;factorilv 
than did the Federal Government under th'G 
contract system, nnd th0 proof of that is 
that at the ]HEJent time the FrrlerG! GoYern­
mcnt are negotiating -wiJ) the Secrctarv for 
Public \Y orks to take them OYer and build 
the war sen-ice homes under the day-labour 

~Ir. Krxa: No-undor contract. 
Hon. \V. FonGA;o; SoiiTII: Complete con­

trol oyer the management of them. 

:1.Ir. B'CLCOCK: It is romplcte control, 
and if ron1plete control means anything, it 
means the application of CJur policy. Let m 
go further, and see what that Commission 
had to say in regard to the war serYice 
horrH.1 ~. I arn quoting no\v fro111 " Sn1ith's 

[ Jh·. Bulcock. 

\V eekly" for 12th August, 1922, "·hi en ha; 
an article headed-

" ANOTHER \VAR SERYicE HouE ScANDAL 

'' AX I:KQUIRY THAT STOPPED "\YITH A 
SHVDDER. 

"..:.1Iyst(;r£ouR Green JJros.,. ancl 1'/u.ir 
S1td,len Rise to L1ffiuence. 

"Ruthless lnyestigation :\ccessary" 
The article says-

" The committee 1·cfcrs in its ·report to 
tho contract as revealing an arnazing" 
lack of busincos capacity on thP part of 
the Commissioner and his officer-'. It 
conccd( d that 'tho rircu.!.n;:;;t-a_.ncc,j of 
I~. A. and B. Green justified E"'dreine 
eare with the Conunission's negotiations, 
but even ordinarv businc~,,s rnethod-:. 
appear to ha,-o be< n &1og·lecto-d.' It 
admits that 'the c,)mmission allowed 
itself to be inYolvcd iu heavy cornmit­
n1onts b•,~ Grcy;n for huge quantities of 
ti:mbcr, ·and thou JL:-tid Urel n brokerage 
on th~ transaction.' Inferior joinery, it 
finds, was accepted from Green, and little 
notice taken of condemnatory reports 
!hereon b,- subordinate' ofticors. Arthur 
GrePn it· semned, dominated the ~]tua­
tion t'hroughout. Green, the c.)mn1ittec 
learned, had left for Europe, and no one 
knew when, he would return." 

You would haYc to go a long way before you 
could find a. more seYcre :indictn1ent of the 
contract system than that,_ hi!'ting as it does 

that certain fnends and a--oCiates 
[2.30 p.m.] of the. pO>Ycrs that bo get big 

pcrqmsJte.,, and dtvJdends fo1· 
their association with ccitain cla~3e·•, of work. 
\:V e fin,d, amongst other things. that these 
things were done under the procio;t" contract 
sy,tcm which hon. member~ oppostte are try­
ing to bolster up, "c twd, first, that a 
smn of £10.000 was adyanced to the Green 
Brothers by the Commi·,:;:ion -wjthout intcrf'·~t-· 

" (l) Adnmced the Greens £10.00l 
without intercst-£4,000 to pay off th<' 
oYcrdraft and £6,C00 to be <'xpr'ncl< d in 
new plant. 

" (2) Contracted for the supply of 
joinery and n10lddin.gi; for 2,500 hou~es 
per annun1 for a pr:nocl of fin-.. y0ars, at 
a price- 17~ per cent. below tht> current 
price l]~t; and 

" (3) Undertook to supply the c'.mtractor" 
annuallv "ith 3.000,000 feet of tnnbcr at, 
sp;?lfiecl rates. 

" PorxTs TO BE Cu::ARED CP. 
c: Since the Public Accounts Con1n1it·· 

tee has said it") la·~,t word about thi.;; 
jncomprehensible affair, the. JHinistcr for 
Repatriation should a'cC'rtam-

'\\-ho introduced Green to the Com­
missjoner? 

Who aathorisal the advance of 
£10,000, and whcth r the ad van< c 
has been repaid'; 

The tot3.l a1notu1 ~ paid to the Gn ens 
for brokerage. 

The totnl amount expended in joinery 
for houses actnallv built. 

'The total ya]ue of ., joinery pas.,ed 
into stone, and what has boeon1e 
of it. 

\Vhcn l>Ir. Arthur Cenha,; S' comb 
Pomcs jnto tho \·Ya r Service 
Homes transaction, and whether 
he or Arthur Green is the man 
to be reckoned vrith." 
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J'\o finality, so far '"' I know, has been 
reached in this matter, and I say that no 
finality will cver be reached. 

Hon. \V. FORGAX S}!TTH: Evcrv soldier's 
house built in Queensland is about '£150 over· 
cal;italiscd 

l\Ir. Bl:LCOCK: Tlw Federal Government 
allow things to ren1ain in a ya.gue and indefi­
nitB fonn, without givin~; the public any 
idta ns to the serious vvaut o[ ordinary capa­
cit:/ that was displayed in the Prcclion of thn 
war service honll"""· It n1i~rht bo interesting 
to cvn1e a littlo bit clo~·K'r hmne in this con­
nection. I have here tht~ " Dailv Standard'' 
of 22nd ,July last, from v:hich I quote thi" 
extract-

" PROVED TilE BETTE.R. 

" DAY LABOcR'S SUCCESS. 

"l<}ngineer'H 'l'cstirnony. 
'' Results of Experience. 

" I used to be in fa ,·om· of the contract 
system, especially where extensi,·e works 
are concerned. I am convinced, however, 
that the \'\' ater and SPwerar;e Board has 
~uccr.3~.ful1y dcrnonstrated that big works 
can be carrie-d out more satisfactorilv 
and certainly more economically by day 
labour than by contract." 

This is a statement in connection with the 
Bri-~bane water and sewerage scheme by a 
well-known civil engineer. who ~tatcs that 
he is ,-till a belic.vcr in having t0ndcrs called 
for \YOl'k; but, frorn the kno':;leclgc he has 
gleaned of the board's cxppricnces, he thinks 
that it would be abwrd for him to suggest 
that ny contractor could CUl'l'Y out the \Vork 
a.':' ccoriomicallv and a~ '"'~11 · L:; tht• board 
unclrr its cxi~'hng a.rrangernents. That is 
an cxprc"'.Siol: of opinion fron1 a gentlernan 
\Yell qualified to giY<: it. Snppose for the 
~akc of argurnent, that th,,_, \V~tcr a11d 
Sewerage Board had decided to carrv the 
work out under the contract system, it ~yould 
havo Jneant tho cto..,.ing down of the work 
\Yhilc tenders were bt~ing called for and con­
tract~ fina1l:- arranged. If tho-::e \Vho stood 
for the contract svstcm hacl had their waY. 
LiO:J or 500 mc-1 w~uld haxc hcPn thrown o~t 
of work for perhaps three or four month,, 
instead of which, with the day-labour syctem, 
thoro has been continuity of employment and 
suti~fac:tion urnong2t the workers crnployl'd 
on the undertaking. 

Tracing the. history of tho clay-labour 
system as ngamst tho contract svstem ono 
lilU:::t arriye at SOlnC very definite Conclu~ions. 
The conclusion I ha~\·c comt~ to is that the 
contract sy~tem re -,dily lellds itself tu the 
<xpioiLtion of tho public intorocct'. Certain 
indiYiduals who are fortunate enough to get 
tht·e contracts arc frcqLlently enabled to 
n1ako big SU!1lS of monev out of the con­
tracts. I ]mow that thoro' is another side of 
the qu< :~tion \Vhirh is often pointed out~ 
that rerta.in contractor~ for the \VatC'r a!ld 
~\~\Ycragc Bo,Lrd haYc not co1nc out of their 
c•lntracts 'atisfactorily, and that the bilard, 
'" a consequence of that. have had to can": 
out the work by day labour, and it is being 
brought to a satisfactory tcrrnination. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: It will cost noarlv 
double the amount of the fire~ estimate. ail 
the same. · 

Mr. B1;LCOCK: The hon. member must 
admit that the contractors who supplied the 
first eAimdc" were unable to carrv on the 
"ork) proving that their cstirnatc.3 \yere not 

sn tisfadorv or bast J on the true co~t of th0 
work they" had to do. 

lion. J. G . ..t\PPEL: It \Vas owing to the 
uuforc ·t-t'n difficulties which \Ye re eEcouP­
tued. 

Mr. Bl:LCOCK: So far as the fmancial 
side of the· quodion is concerned, l think 
there is indubitable proof that the day­
labour systc•m is in the intol·csts of tlw peopl" 
of (-Jucen~land generally. and that the coh 
tract sy,tem favours the fortun ,te fe\Y. 
Looki11g at it frun1 the hurnanitarian sidr•. 
it is safe to assume th11t the individual who 
takes a ' mtract dr,sires to got as much profit 
out of his contract as he possibly can. The 
experience of the industrial \Yorld from the 
worker's poi11t of view has been that th~~rc• 
is ahvnys a -,-cry great rneasurc of speed1ng 
up in connection \vith contract work. Thl' 
day-labour system has done av:ay with the 
spceJing up to an extent that perl~11ps th?se 
who originally brought the syetem mto bemg· 
did not dream of. I am very plea ,ed that 
the 11inider ha•, indicated his willingness to 
employ local labour, so far as it may be 
nYailalJlc. fer work in \Vr,stcr:l and other 
isolated urcas. I believe that is a step i11 
the right direr~ lo11. I, for OlH', was not happy 
in the thought that it might at timH be 
considered necessary to take men over long 
distances in order to perform work in a 
given area. I am heartily in accord with 
the Minister when he says that, if local 
labour "'"' be obtained for any job, it shall 
be given preference. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That was advocated by this 
side. 

Mr. B'CLCOCK: The fact remains that 
it was this Government who put the system 
of employing local labour into operation. 

::Y1r. 110RGAN: No; it was in operation 
before this Government came into power, but 
it was changed. 

Mr. BULCOCK: Speaking for the people 
in the \V ,,,t, I want to take the opportunity 
of thanking the Minister ancl the department 
for what has been done for certain schools 
in my electorate. I hold that the comfort of 
the c'hiJdre_'l in \Ycr~tcrn tO\YllS should bo ju;:,t 
as much a matter for consideration as that 
of the children in town areas. The children in 
the bush do not always get the same oppor­
tunities as the children in the towns, and 
their lives are, in the main, barren and 
drab, because they have not g'ot th~.c 
a,,,ociations which the children in the towns 
have. I think that the Minister has been 
sympathetic in his administration in this 
regard. When I have asked him to do 
things for the welfare and benefit of the 
children in regard to schools in my electorate 
I havo always been received courteously and 
have been able to achieve, in the main, what 
I desire. The population in the vV est is grow­
ing rapidly, and I am happy to be able to 
say that the Department of Public ·works 
has coped "ith the poo,ition by making addi­
tions to certain schools in the Barcoo, so that 
the children there may approximate to the 
same degree of comfort that the children in 
the towns have. I think it is a very excel­
lent idea, when we are considering this ques· 
tion of expenditure in the Department of 
Public' Works, for Ministers generally to see 
the conditions unc!~1· wl1ich the iVestern 
people liYc. The \Yestern peopll• arc not 
accustomed to complain or make demand? 
that are not rea,onable, fair. or equitable. 
Their demands are generally based on good 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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ground~ and on a solid foundation; and, ~o 
far as n1y experience goes, these requests have 
been very fairly and decently met by the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks. who has a keen 
appreciation of the disadvantages under 
,--hid1 our \Vcstnn childmn labonr :,o far as 
endeavouring to get decent education is 
concerned. 

Mr. KI:\'0 (Lo(!an): Before lunch we had 
a lrmg peach from the =viini- ter. The first 
part of h1s speerh was very intereRting, but 
tlw latter part was mt'rely an infliction. I 
-could not help thinking c!uring the latt'?r 
part of l1i8 speech of a ~ert:.,in quotatinn 
out cf the con1ic op('ra "~\1ih:ado." in \d1ich 
one of the eharactcr..,, •' Pooh Hah," referring 
tr) an incident in th~~· play, said that it \\as 
int('nd<..)d " 1nerely as a corroborativ::> state· 
1nent intende-d to give an air of vcrisimilitudG 
to an otherwise bnlcl and unconvincing 
narruti..-e.n That i'.; \Yhat I thought abnut 
the latter part oi the spooch of the Mini"tcr 
in connection \vith the rnatten:; that he was 
bringing 1Jtdore the Comn1ittce. 

I-Ion. \V. FoRGAX SMITH: It. was a genuine 
docnrn(·:Jt. 

I\lr. TCI:'\G: I an1 not worrying a bH abont 
tlH' Jocumcnt. If it gave the Minister any 
<>"musena'nt. and if it, ga,-..,fe hon. mon1bers 
oppo:sitr· any a1nu3e·ncnt. ',\ell and good. lt 
c-d·tainl7 {:id hon. n1C1nbcrs on this side 110 
har1n. ~ 

'.\Ir. \Y. COOPER: Tlwn. why worry about 
it? 

Mr. KI?\G: \Yo h"ve no connection with 
it whah."·n~r. 'Th,.,\ :\1inistcr gaYc ns " a bald 
and unconvincing narrative." I almost 
visu::discd the hoH, gentlPrnan in the gni~~c 
of Ajax defying the lightning: of cour'"· 
with his tongue in his cheek. I ~int::i 
reminded, as the words poured out of his 
r!louth, of tl1e quotation that hA ,yas "ovcr­
c·omc bv the exubcr: nco of hi:- own -..-er~ 
llo"it,t. ,,-- ~-\nyhow, I do not think that the 
lrJ tcr p3 rt of his speech was of ttn instr;w­
tive or creditable nature, although the urst 
pFirt wn_s interesting. 

The \TTORXEY-G• XERAL: Jt might not affo~t 
the ~;rrtionali~·t but. it :-A\::f't:J the Count•·~ 
~~- . 

l\Ir. KI:\'G: It does not affect the 
::\a tic udi.:ts ln the slightc•st. degree. 

}lr. COILE\f.:: I thought it vvas a no 
ehaptrr in "HeYelation2." 

J\Ir. KI.'\G: The r.Iinister. in the con 1e 
of his ~p~L<'h, covJd not helr1 trotting (_)ut 
that o]d whetze, "the delegation." The 
'vay the hem. gentl0n1an and hon. mmnb~.:rs 
on that siJe of the Hon '0 !loo- that old 
dol0gction to death i'< rt·ally mftl:~·ellous. It 
;;:;hovys ho\',~ fearfully barren of argumE~nt they 
must be when thev refer to that old ,_-;he: •o 
again and again.· I call it all old wheeze. 
bccau "!:' it h on its last legs. In fact, it is 
rts dr-1d a.;;; Julius Ca:>sar, if no+- n1ore so. It 
rnig-ht have been sorn0 little use a couple 
of :"~ears a~o. bnt the people o£ Quecnslund 
kn•llv fn1ll~ ,. ,ell tho

1 
~T~1th, nbo;1t the delc-~a­

t-:on, aDn l do not b11111\: tnnt tne hon. gonho~ 
n:an or an:v hon. mcrnbors opposite who Ldk 
:'bout the delegation are g·oing to cut :wy 
~ (. ·~. 

0PPOSITlO~ ~fEJtiBERS: IIear, hear! 

;}fr. ICIXG: To come dol'\'TI to 1nore mun~ 
dan0 n~atters, I would 1ike to rc'fcr to thn 
rr>cc-,~itY for th"' cstabli:;;hn1C'nt of a rtual 
ochnol et Bcenlcigh. 

The SEC''tETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTION: 
\Yha t a GJut an agricultural school? 

[JJ r. Bulcock. 

1\Ir. Kl.:XG: No; you want to put ("ne~ 
third of the cost on to tlw local anthoritic­
\Ve prefpr to have a rural 'chool if it can bc 
tnaJ,ag-c-d. A d~putation wait8d on the Secre­
tary for Pablic In~truC'tion, and he \vas very 
courteous nnd sympathetic. I rnight say 
that \YC alwa~7 ~ get courtesy fro1n that ho11. 
g0ntkman. (Hear, hear~) I only hope that 
the Secrctarv for Public I nstrurtion sent 
hi;; views alOng io t.hf' J\'Iinistcr jn charge 
of the DPpnrtn1cnt of Public 'Narks. If the 
l\'Iinisb..::r in charge of thc-;o Estitnatc.s wishes 
!- -J jllllllortali"!c himsr>lf. he has the oppor­
tunity of doing ,o:o by c tablishing a rural 
,;chool at Beenlcigh. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLic I~STRUCTIOX: 
Or "n rtt;-ricultnral sc·hool. 

At 2.45 p.m .. 
The CHA1R1LU: resumed the ch~ir. 

}.Ir. KI"\~U: Give us an agricultural sc-hool 
n.; well. V\"'"0 cannot have too n1any schools. 
The more schcols we ha Ye th0 better. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGA:i S'1IrTH: I think thnt 
Bccnlf'!gh \Yould be a good place for a rural 
school. 

Mr. KING: I thank the Minister for 
that admission. The Scci·etarv for Public 
Instn;ction told the deputation' that he "·as 
favourable, and J101,\ \: c have the l'v:1inistor 
in charg-e of the Department of Public "Works 
cnying -thot Bc,·nlcigh is a good place for 
the cstablishn1-·nt of a rural '-:::hool, -o P 

c 'ln ~·1.kP it that it is almo'"t as good as 
don£. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PenLIC IxsTRl~CTIOX: 
\':hat a bout the nece,sar:-· funds? 

3-Ir. I(I~G: The J\Iinistcr ran ah\ a>.-s 
find the nee< ar,- funds. If the Governmeiot 
rnake un their ~mind to establish a rural 
schoo1 af Bc·enloiQ.·h, H will scJn be an estab~ 
lished fact. I might refer to one little 
n1aU~-r. althongh I suppo~e it is a ques6on 
of working the parish pump. I havo been 
very qniet during- the passage of the Esti­
rnates, but I want to put in a vvord for In)-~ 
own electorate. (Hellr, hear!) It. Y.-as 
plcrr ing indeed to hc~<tr t-he hon. member £or 
P.arcoo get up and tell us how good the 
department has been to him. :'~othing would 
give me greater pleasure than to get up 
and acknowledge that the department had 
also been frrirly good to me. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S1IITH : You did not do 
tco badly la."t year. 

~.Ir. KI:\'G: I suppo e !he hon. gentleman 
refers to the Dnnellan State school. I rtm 
t•xlrem~~ly oblig-ed to the <-Lpartment and to 
the ~-lj!l~~b:r for the imrwo·,·c:~nents tha.t have 
!wen nrriccl ont rtt that school. But it is a 
b1g school, and th!:y arc suffering under 
serious di:abilities. 

Hon. \V. FORGE S:vrrnr: Th,~t is so. 

:Hr. KIKG: would like to ,sk 'he 
::\linister to rarry out further >.York -,t the 
Duncllan l'hool. The additions, including 
the t-·ache~·'s romn, are all great improYe­
mcnt• for which I have to tha1ck the dopart­
nwr't and tho :\Iinister; hut I understand 
they are not going to paint the old build­
ir;g-~. If the:: are not paintd now, it •.vill 
irn-olv-0 h~av:;~ expenditnrr- later on. The 
pHll~ad(' f~:::>'cin~ fronting t 11c road i_.; also 
f ~lling dov~ n, and I \Yotdd like some proY!­
sicn to be nwcle to repair it; ot.hcr\vise, 1t 
will look nPglcct-od and be a bad advcrti"c­
mcnt for the Govcrnn10nt. I '" ould also 
like to drrt\V the J\fiuistcr's attention to 
the .:\lberton State school: 7 or 8 mile'~ ont of 
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l3c~nlcig-h. It was built on a low-lying niece 
of countrv. The school is 4 feet from the 
ground, and there is n? rlnyshc£1 for the 
ehildren and no shelter m the wet weother. 
In fart in tin1cs of hcavv de'\Y the children 
g-et th~,lr feet wet wher1 going to t=chool, 
;nd alm "-lwn plrtying about the ground. 
They get their socks ·wet and arc liabl? to 
gC't tnbcrcuJosis and all sorts of complai_nts. 
I \VOl_lld ask the 1Hini:3ter to tak0 that Into 
\."- ry serious consideration. V\ .. ...- c h:1 YO a>k('d 
the d0p~rtrnPnt to raise the ~chooi to about 
7 f<'ct, and utilif-c the' ·rmco underneath as 
;--:. shelter fron1 the \"\·Pather. \Vc do not ~tslz 
for a playshed; '' e simply ack that the 
C'hildrcn may have son1e protection fron1 
t-he weather, inst"'ad of having to cro1vd into 
d1c :::~·hoo1 \Yhf'n it is wet. 

Hon. \Y. Fo-aG.\N S~TTTH: I will look i~to 
the mutter. 

:Ylr. KI::-JG: I am verv much obliged for 
t hut assurance, and I am sure the Minister 
is goi11g tu carry it out. I do not wish to 
discu:;' ~ tho question of day labour as against 
rontract, or other questions which are debated 
here year aft_.r year. \Ve never get any 
further ahead. They are n1atters of principle, 
and no result can come from the debate 
because circumstances probably will not be 
altered until ther·2 is a cha:n~o of Govern­
ment, when other methods >yill be tried, and 
\. f' can ascertain which sy"tcm is the bc~t and 
aJopt it whatever it iR. No doubt advan­
tage'S ar~ to be gained from both methods. 
The thing is to carry out the work m the 
most economical and efficient way and as 
spccdih· as possible. 

:Hr. WARREN (Murrum ba): I believe 
that there is something to be said in favour of 
both dav labour and contract. I believe that 
human ·nature is such that either syotem 
r,cquircs a check. If we ha.-e only day labour, 
we are going to fail~ if \Ve have all contract, 
the same thing applies. J\f:v. father was a 
con,ractor and I know somethmg about such 
\:vork, and. if the contract sy3h~rr1 were in 
yon,uc to ch,ck the eo, t of day-] :hour work, 
,,.e~ would not have the school teacher's dwell­
ing at ?llooloolah costing £1,000. 

Hon. W. For,; \N S}IITII: You are only £380 
ent. 

~h. \VARREX: I am not. I make the 
,tatf'mcnt thn,t t.ho hon. member is wrong. One 
1)f the rea~ons w·hy \YtJ have difficulty in gc•tt!ng 
1-mildings constructed and improve1nents 
mado is that this svstem cxistF. One of the 
!licrrrost nv•n jn the~ Labonr party, the late 
IlZ~. John S~.::n·0~.-, Pn?n1icr of :\ew South 
\Y ales. has admitt9CI thjf., I want to quot·e 
his opinion, as giYcn h1 " IIansard'' in a 
::-ncech Lh-liYcred by the hon. rncn1bcr for 
·\Iirani-

•• If t-h~ \Yorkers ~,..,·antcd to go on 
irnrnov~ng th:ir posiulon. they n1u,;.;t striYc 
for ircl'casc-d producticn, at th• prt<:~nt 
c-l"i1 ~cal ~tntc of thin.!I,:" nationally. rather 
tha•1 con2L1it the mistake of n1aking pro­
d_nrtion nhnost in1po:-.siblc by carrying 
OL•t ·wod< Yery steadilv. If piecQ\Vork had 
to bC' adopted, the ~workf~rs would find 
that the svstcrn 1va" not dBngerous, but 
tha~ the e\:il lay in the wrongful applica­
tion of it. If th_, workers 1-Yere al·h~ to 
ronirol it properly, he should say, a~ a 
tradPslnan. that their exnericnce of p1ecc­
v,~ork \Yould indine them- neYcr to go Lack 
to the day-work again." 

That was the opinion of a Ycry honest and 

conscientious man, for eyen his oppon0nts 
acknowledge that he expressed what ho 
thought. 

I do not want to debate this question at 
any length. During the la"t coupJe of years 
I have had a good deal to do w1th the Min­
i8tcr in connr tion \\ 1th the fruit industry· 
and the management of the fruit pool, an_d 
I haYe found him to be a keen encrc,ebc 
business n1an, and l was very sorr_Y to h~gr 
him read the minutes of the me?tmg winch 
he quoted to-day. \Vo ha Ye n~ I"Cr cone paled 
ihcm in anv wa,,·. \Ye ha.-c Simply allowed 
tlwm to lie. ahol{t on the tab! in our room; 
nen~r~heless thev were never meant for tho 
hon. gcntlen1an's hands~ and -consequently 
in reading them ho did what he o_ught not to 
have done. I-Ie published m th1s Chamber 
:-o:nething he got in a v. ay that 1-vas not 
right. 

1\Ir. GOLLIXS: Did not all your gen0ra ls 
\vhen they w·ere at war do the same thing? 

Mr. WAHREN: We ought not •o be at 
W8r. \Ye ought to he doing thjngs rationally, 
and uot act like heathens or fools. '\Vc arc 
here in the best interests of the State, and I 
do not feel that I am at v ar with any hon. 
me111ber on the oth0r sid_·, I ·want to rnect 
him as a square, honest opponent. I in_tcr­
jectecl when the hon, member was cpcak1ng, 
''Another stolen document." I challenge th · 
hon. n1c1nber to f·l.S wher·2 he g·ot that 
document.. 

Hon. V{. FoRGAX SollTH: We got it where 
the £3,500 came from. 

:Yir. W ARRF:::-J: I would like to know where 
the £2.500 went to. 

Hon. W. FoRGAK SliHTH: \Vhat £2,500? 

1\lr. W ARREX: The £2,500 which the 
Prcrnier offered the fruitgTo\vers to ro.zrw 
into his sche1nc. That is what· I an1 alluding 
to, because, if hon. n1embers opposite vvant 
to talk about one s» indle, I 'vant to talk 
rrhout -thn general swindle. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Let us hear about that 
£2,500. 

;\lr. \YARH.E:\'; I ha Ye rcnoated that so 
often that nobody on the ot~her side in a 
resnonsible posirion would dare to take ;t 
up; bc~ause he knows that I would ask fm· 
an inqLiiry. I ha YO done my part, and I do 
not want to repeat myself. If that document 
"-" s not nw~nt for tbe hon. gcnth>man, he has 
donr> a verv mean thing in reading it here. 
If it was • mc,ant for him, thpre is really 
nothing in what he has said w·as done. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH: Do you repudiate 
anything that is sta tcd in the document? 

Mr. \VARREK; I certainly do repudiate 
,.nmething that is said in tho docurrrent. 

Hon. \V. FonGAN SMITH: \Vhat do you think 
c£ Mr. Garbutt's Rtatcn1£nt that e.\ ~'rY rnembPr 
of the ::-Jorthcrn Country party Is pledged to 
rC'fund the increased rents collPcted under 
the '"o-callcd " Repudiation .Act?" 

Mr. 'WARREN; I am not here to b,-. 
cJtechiscd by the hon. gentlmnan. . I ar;n 

here to state what I consrder IS 

[3 p.m.] bc~t f?r the country. 1'\obody on 
thrs qdo would ever dream about 

handing that n1oncy bac~.: as a bribo or a 
sop. b 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SoriTH: The h_on. m em er 
for Towns.-ille was at that mcctmg, and he 
never said anything. 

1Vlr. Warren.] 
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:Mr. \Y ARREN : The hon. member for 
Townsville is quite able to look after him­
self. \V hen \Ye have to resort to thc'e things 
we have not very much in our bag to help 
us at the next general clcctiou. Every iten1 
in that document ha-; been publi ,lwd 'in the 
weekly or the daily Press. 

lion. \V. FoRGA~ S1liTH: About getting 
money from the South fo1· certain purposes: 

Mr. \VARREK: Is the :VIinistcr's state­
nlcnt. frorn beginning to end a. correct state­
ment of facts'! Nothing contained in that 
docunwnt was meant t<J be hidden; i! the 
daily Press had been willing to publish the 
whole lot, it would hav' been published. 

The only thing that concerns me in connec­
tion '\Yith this vote is, ho\v n1 uch an1 I going 
to get for rny schoolf., and, incidentallv, ho\V 
much is Queensland going to get for it 
schools? :::\o ono can say that our schools 
are being given fair treatment. I can take 
the hen. gcntlcn1an to fame schools which 
haye never had any paint sincE-' I have been 
the rnmnber for the district. So1n-e hon. 
rr1en1bers on the other sirle s_ly that they get 
everything they ask for. If the,, do, it is 
an absolute disgrace, , 

lion. \Y- FoRGAN S:·nTu: Nobody gd. 
€Ycrythi:ng ho asks for. 

Mr. \V.\RRE::\': Hon_ members oppo·ite 
have said that they get all ihat they ask for, 

)lr. BRENNAN: No. 
Hon_ \V. FoRGAN SJiiiTH: You can call for 

a return of the expenditure, if you like. 

~Ir. ,,_,. ARR.E~: I was thinking of doing 
that. It would be very interesting to know 
how the money i,. being spent. Probably the 
hon, gentleman was really surprised whc>n he 
went into tho matter himselL The hon. mem­
bol' for N ormanbv the session before last 
was one of the Labour membt•rs ,,;,o said 
he was getting these things. 

Hon. \V_ FoRGAN S~rau: I will give you 
the figures now if you like. 

Mr_ \YAHREK: It took the hon, gcntle­
IYia.n an hour and a~half to n1ake his spee,.;h, 
1md I hope he will alkm- me to ha vc my few 
minutes. The hon. gentleman hai3 increased 
the vote by £11,000. W c could sink the \\-hole 
of that anwunt jn painting our £',('hoo1s. \V e 
should insist that our school children in the 
('{)untrv s:hould huvc the aYci·agr: cornfort 
that they have in their holn'''i, -Tho n1i~cr­
tl ble amount yoted eYerv YE. ·lr is to blame 
for the prf'',,ont cor: clition,~ nOt the hon. gentlP­
nlen \Yho aro charged 1vith adn1inistering 
the Department of Public \Vorks or the 
Department of Pablic Instruction. Not 3 per 
c<CnL of the schools in the countrv have had 
a coat of paint during the scve1i years the 
Gov0rnmcnt ha ,-c been in officP. It is a 
rec( .;nisod thing that in a cnuntry of this 
de' c1~iption a \\'ooden Lulldillg should be 
painted every three y~<trs. 

Hon. \V_ FoRGAl>i s~IITII: Hardwood build­
ings keep in good repair 1vhen they uro done 
c \'c._;ry five years. 

Mr_ \YARRE::\': The Government have 
been in poiV·E'r for seven years. 1\_n lnlport­
ant school like the \Voombye school has not 
had a coat of paint duri 1g tlnt period. If 
it is necessary to paint buildings in the city. 
it surely is neces,ary to clo the same ;, 
countrv districts. ThB Government at the 
present time are courting the conntry people. 
and it is tin1e that they woke up to the 

[M1·. Warren. 

noccsait": for doing S<Jinething for the countl',) · 
schools, The miserablP iittlo open-air schooleo 
have lwen condemned by every doctor in 
every district in the country. They have 
given more nneumoniu to th2 children than 
the troops had in England. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGA:'I s~IITH: Do you mc,m the 
t~nt schools? 

Mr. WARREN: Yes, 

Hon. \Y. FORGAN s~nTH: \Ye arc not build­
ing any more of those_ 

l\Ir. \Y ARREN : \Yhen the Government 
find out that they an' a failure, they should 
ere-ct a better class of buildiug. \\'' have a 
little 'Lhoo! at Elimbah in which there ha' 
been an enormous an1ount of sicknc•s. There­
is a greater attendance at that school than 
it:;; size Ylarrani-s, and \~ c have applied for 
addition3. It is about timr that schooh of 
that d0scription were donC' av;,'ay \Yith 
entirelv, The walls should b<J boarded up to, 
provc,nt the damage done by th,c cold winds 
blowino- on to the children. 'Tho children 
play i~ the sun, get hot, and then go into 
school and sit down in their clas,n, where 
the cold s<'a breezes blow on thc;rn. It is 
nnrcaso11ablc to ask chiJdrc11 to s1t in thC' 
cold. The department is waiting until it 
gets sufficient fu'_lds to bnil~l ather schools lll 
such ca .. c:;:; ('S this. Rcgarcnng the hfe of a 
~chool, the hon. gentlC'nHtn ''~as qnite r.ight 
in saying that a building: m1g~t lr:st. forty 
y0ars, but he is not right m sa:.-mg 1t _1s due 
to the \York which is put inlo the bmldwg. 
The fir t ncrc,,sit·.- to cmnro the life of a 
building is to have matured timbe;·, Nobod•· 
\YGuld put up a rickety schooL So1uo af the 
old provisional schools have bP0n put up ~y 
the people themselves. .The oldt'"t scho~l .',n 
Onernsland was at one hue a church. W h11c 
thin ~s arc as they are, \VG should raise ou~~ 
voic;s a11d object. The Gove1:nment . shcnlu 
double the amount pnt on t ne J~shn1atPs. 
The ~Iinistcr knows tha~ it \vvuld tak0 
£250.000 to catch up with the anoars of 
"\vork. The Govf'rnment shoald leav-e party 
matters out of this debate. and they sho11ld 
treat all the electorates of Queensland m the 
san1e 'vay. 

:'vir. C'OLLI"'S (nn wen) : I , ,,ant to 
ron<q·atnlatc the Minister on the excellent 
spe~ch he delivered to-day. I consider 
thP flret part of his . speech wa:; very 
interesting i ndecd, and 1~ m:,' ornmon the 
other part was moro mtere-,,tmg. The 
lost Book in the Kew TocJa.ment lS. called 
R0vclations, and th(~ revelations wlnch we 
lu1,vr~ had to-day, I a.m "'lll'E', vvc_re ver~v 
intere--ting to hon. n10mbcrs opp?sit.~'· a;1d 
I am sure that. when the'_ J1"0P!C m tne 
countrv have an 011porturnty ~H rea{~Ing 
tlw1n, 'thcv v:ill find then1 very Intc.rcstu~g-, 
too. , 1 h·ave no reason to complam w1th 
rccr·trd to th~ publjc buildings in my elec~ 
to~ate. J am satisfied that in the near 
future. owing- to the rapicl proc;ress that 
\vill t1ke place, we shall rcqlllre a largo 
expenditure of public mone:: m that part 
of Qne0nsland to keep p~ce w1th the devdop­
ment that \Yill take pfa~c. I want to draw 
the n ttc,ntion of the Committee to ··o.me 
ren1arks m?.:rlc b~"r hon. member:-; oppo::1te, 
anc1 I intend to deal \Yith the ho'L member 
for Albert first. If I remember rig-htly, he 
said that it ;yonld take £10.000 t0 pnt the 
school in his electoritt in proper order. 

Hon. J. G. \PPEL: 1 said to build them 
and put then1 in order. 
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:VIr. COLLIN S : When I heard the hon. 
":ntlcman make those remarks, I could not 
help carrying my mind back to the time 
when ho sat on the Treasury benches as 
Homo Secretary. He mnEt ha.ve neglected 
hi~ electorate then, if it is in the diiapidated 
-:tato he s~,ys it is in now. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I attended to it all 
1 !ght. r~rhc present GoYernrncnt have 
neglected it. 

i\Ir. COLLIJ'\S: The present Government 
l1ave only been in po\vPr seven years. ~nd 
during that time the hon. geHtlmnan cla1ms 
that his BChools ha·;e got into such a 
dibpida.tod state. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The population i•· 
gro\vrng. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Tlw Government have 
lJepn called an C'ctravagant Governm.ent, 
and we have been told that vvc haYe rece1ved 
thu gr,,atcst an1ount i:u revenue that has 
ever been l'C{'C·in:•d bY an\~ GoYernment in 
·Queensland. The pop;1lation is growing, and 
there would be something wrong if we did 
not rccci vc a greater arnount of revenue. 
There> would be son1ethinp.; wrong if we did 
not haYo increased wealth production no1v 
'" compared vYith 1914, when hon. gentlemen 
opposite occur)iod the Trc'asury benches. I 
hope that next year this Yotc will be con­
-,iJl'l'ably increased. I expect that under 
'rhis Govcrnn1ent y;c shall hq.vo an incrt.'a.se 
in the population in Queensland, more 
Pspocially an incr£,asc in the natiYc popula­
tion. A'·suming for the sake of argument 
that all schools in Queemland are in a 
'imilar condition to those rn0ntioned bv the 
hon. member for Albert, it would 'take 
£720.000 to put th~ schools in proper order 
if they are in that dilapidated condition. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: i'\-e ha Ye not eYen got 
. he schools. 

Mr. COLLI2\'S : If the Government go to 
UH• London 1narkot i:r1 an endeavour fo 
raim £720.000 for educational purposes 
alone will the hon. member say that his 
fric•nds ''ill not interfere? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: If tlw hon. member 
will get his Government to act honourably, 
they will get the money 

l\Ir. COLLI);S: '\Ye haYe alwa:s acted 
honourably. I am prepared to giYo £5 to 
a.ny hospital in Qtwensland if any·Jne can 
pmve that the Government pacsod any 
" Repudiation Act." I neYer mentioned in 
my speo"h'' in my ,~lector'\tc that the,Go­
YNnrnc·nt paseed a Repumat10n Act. I 
-all ell the Acts of Parliament by their 
correct name. i\-ithout reflecting on the 
Chair. if I ,, ere sitting in the chair and 
.any hon. member referred to this Govern· 
rnent having pa.,,sed a "Repudiation J.ct," 
I would call him to account, and make him 
nrove his case. There was never anv Bill 
intro~luccd into this Chamber by the, name 
·of "Repudiation Bill.'. 

The hon. member tor 'l'oombul said that 
tl1o money spent on State enterprises would 
ha,·c be0n better spent on State school 
building&. iVhat I want to sec in our 
·chools-I hope the Minister is listening-is 
an alteration in the f'Urrif'ulurn. f.o that 
children mav be giYen :;:ocja11stic teaching, 
and v;hcn tho,,· grow up they will ho ab!c 
to manage the State enterprises and do then· 
duty to the Stat0. Tbev should give their 
best to the State. I, believe, with the 
::\Iinister. that we must develop what he terms 

a c1nc conscience. !Hen mnst be fit, and 
there is no better place· to teach that than 
in our schools. They have a right to give 
their best to the State. In any work that 
they undertake to perform they should always 
giv,• the very best that is in them. Thoy 
ought to gi,·o better work to the State than 
they give to the private indiYidual, because 
th•' people are tlw State. and the State is 
tiw people. or, at least, it s.hould be. The 
hon. mP!nber for ~/Iirani wa-s "throwing ofi" 
about the clay~labour P:;~;;tcn1 and lhe '· go 
>low" policy. Ho is obsessed about going 
~lo't:. I ain noi urc ho j;;; too f<.1st hitusclf. 
f-Jp <lt on this side of the Chamber for a 
ld1lg' tinH' ancl did not soern to get on the 
'1'1 asury benches. 

1\Ir. MOHG.\N : X 0ithcr has the hon. 
wember. (Laughter.) 

l\h. COLLIJ'\S: Noitl1er haYe I. I am 
qnite willing to admit tha.t. I kne\\' what 
was coming. The hon. member for :VIurilla 
is in the same boat. He came into this 
House about the same time as I did, and has 
been here rontinuou,;;ly, but he has never 
got on to the 'l'reasur;y· bcnch0s. The hon. 
nkmbor for 1\1irani said that the man who 
tries to do his duty geh a rough time. I 
do not belieYe that. When I worked in "' 
rnine, if Hll,VOne attempted to loaf upon us, 
Wl' simply did our best to " boot" him out. 
iYe had to carrv that burden upon our 
shoulders. The conditions are no different 
to-day. This continual decrying of our work· 
ruen is a di~gracc to thp n1cn \Vho do it. I 
"m prepared to say that the Australi~n 
lrorkincn, ,Y!.d the Queensla.nd workrnen 111 

particular, are equal to tho best in the 
\\'Ol'ld. I question v0rv much if any man 
in an:; counli'y in the world workB as hard 
as the men in Queensland to-day in connec­
tion w-ith our raih,~a v construction work 
11nd maw· other works. It is time 
dropped the cry r~bout, " go slo·w." As~-ul?-e, 
fo; the nkc of argument, that we aro gomg 
slow. \Ye Jiye in an age of machinery. In 
e-onncrtion ·with pome of our public works, 
i h(~ n1achincrv that is u.;;:cJ in the construe~ 
tion of those 'works is altogether out of date. 
I haYe seen men doing vvork that should be 
done in modern times by machinery. 
~lac11inery should to a large extent take 
the place of manual labour to-day. The 
Gavernment should ha.ve everything nght 
np to date. '\Yh011 one goes into the GoYm;T,'· 
Incnt Printing Office to-day he stands, ns It 
>Yere, in the presence of the brains of man 
trving to oycrcome the forces of nature by 
h~rnessing up that machinery for the benefit 
of man. '\Ye shqulci use up-to-date 
machinery in connection with all our State 
works, n1oro especially in connection. with 
raihvay construction. Son1c of the engineers 
0mployed on railwa.y. con:-truction \vorks 
want shaking up a b1t. They are not as 
modern as they ought to be. It is no uso 
blaming the men. Yon want to look at the 
top of 'the tree f'omotin1rs, and not alT\ ays at 
tlw bottom. If the men are loafing, what 
ar+J the men in eharge doing? I rcmf'mber 
otl one occa-sion I vvas sho,vn through tho 
:\Ionnt Morgan mine by the underground 
manager. and he complained of the men. I 
'aid, "iYhat is the use CJf blaming the men? 
\Yhat vou want to do i" to blame the man 
i o chal·ge." The men in charge should be 
held rc·:iponsible. I have never stood, and 
never will stand, for the man who does :r;ot 
work. I believe it was St. Pa.ul who sa1d, 
" H,~ that will not work, neither shall he 
eat. 

Mr. Collins.1 
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Ivir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: That is contrary 
to what you are now saying. 

;\le. COLLINS: You be!o11g tu the c],, .• 
tlutt nr \"l'r 1.:orks. 

Mr. J. H. C. Rom:ms: I bel,·ug to the 
':3ll.DlC ~J.-'!.SS as you. 

l\'11·. COLLI~'\S: The hon. n1e1nber was 
born with a ·,)ilver spoon in his n1outh. ~:\J 
uny raL~, the Govcn1n1 nt arc doing quite 
right in going on with th0ir day-lab0ur 
llDlic... TrJcrc is no m d for us to r0peat 
our arguJPents y "ar CJ fur year. I kuow 
that in the good olci cLl 0 s. \Yhen I had to 
work undl•r conirnc1or.;: on raih'-<,tV construe 
tion \York:, :-:.nnu~ of th·• \York th8.t vnts put 
in was n0thing Lut sc,unp Y>or-":. Instead of 
pntl-i:ng i-;:J the }Jl'Opet a,!nonnt of ccn1cnt, 
thPy nscd to put in a~ litth• C{'111t nt as the:· 
could. 'That \VflS lllustratcJ on the Ca.ir11s 
ltaihray sorne years ago. VVhen a tunnel 
collar;~cd th-:_~rc it \vas found that \Yhcro 
there ,l1ould ha vc been 15 or 16 
ir1ch of ccnc rete i hero \VCr" only a few 
inchc~\ of concrete. I arn satisfi•- d that the 
CoYC'rnment are doing- YC'r? YV('ll in rega nl 
to buildings; but, of- course, "t-hey n1us:. be 
lll'Ppared for a hu·gcr Yotc~ accord1n? t) -tht· 
gro;vth of the State. 1 f w a: e going to 
get up-to-Jute :::-chools like tho ho:i1, 1nPn1ber 
for A!Lcrt \Yants, thPre Ul'P only two \Yays 
of getting thc~n--eithcr by int;rf~a,~ing thG 
reYC"HW or by obraining loan money. 

Mr. J. JOKLS: Raise the reYmme. 
Mr. COLLI:'-JS: The ho11. meml1er is 

always rqnc:ding becausf~ '·\.'(' rhcl ral P tlw 
rcycnnc and bee~: "C' -," (' taxed sumP of .his 
lc1 '.elwld;::. That if' th~' onh' waY in ,,·hieh 
we c<~.n rais(' thP rcyc.;ue. \\"0 h.._~-d r~, rcYC'la­
tJOn bv th0 Recretor;· for Public \Vorks, which 
indif':lt0d that. if· huD. Hlf'~lJ1crs op]1o~ite 
p;rt into }JO'\ er, they a re going t0 rpfund 
£500,000 to th<.>lr friend;'\ thP pastora1i~t.:. 
(Intc•rrnptiDn.) \YilJ .hon. m_crnbrrs denY 
that? rrh{' hon. ll1C'nllJC'r for lZc~Jncdy i~ Oll'iv 
a ~l 1nll n1u~hroorn as co-'1pared ,yjt}; the big. 
mushroon1s in the pus'')rfll industr,y. l-Ie 
really dot::; not count in thr- pnstoral intlu~tr:·. 
and hi·· shan~ o£ that £500.000 >Yill be .-crv 
omall indeed. · 

Mr. ,J. II. C RonERTS: You do not know 
\\hat you arP talking about. 

Mr. COLLI~JS: I do know whRt I am 
talki11g about) and I an1 not going to take 
anv dictation frmn the J1on. tuember for 
Pihsworth. 

'\fr. J. H. C. RonERTS: The Si ate stations 
wili not pay dividend' for years. 

Mr. COLLIT-;S: Are ail the pastoral proper­
ties cattle ~tationr; '! \Yhv do11't you read the 
l"'per.-, and see the pr;ce wool fetched in 
the rnarkc"t the other dn.v. There \\a~ an 
increase in Yalups of 5 per. rent. Hon. m ern* 
b0rs Ol)positc, in th0 cvPnt of thPir ~ctting 
into power, propooe to rdund £500,0JO tu 
tiw pastoralists. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBEHTS: No; we arc going 
to make the State stations l"'Y a diyidenu 
of £500.000. You fellows can't do that. 

J\fr. COLLINS: Look at wlutt '\Ir. Fair­
bairn ~a,id in the Federal Parliam0nt.. lie 
taid that privately ownf'd cattle stations are 
not p tying. (Interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! 
:\h. COLLI:'-JS: I want to congi"·atnlate 

the Scndar,1• for Public \VorkR on his spkn­
did speech this morning, and on the exposure 
he made in rpgard to a meeting of the 
Country party, because we no,,- kno\v then1 in 
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th0ir truf• colours. and we knovv ,·,-here the 
1noncy is corning front that is fiwu1cin!; them. 

~lr. ~,£0RGA~ (Jiurill'r): Earlier in the 
c:~l \' tL_• Secretary for l.:ubljc Iu~truction 
uu~de a Ycry bitl~r attLJck upon rny:3df fol' 
standing up for the rights of tho chjlJren 
who liYe in the bu.:-h. I nceo1Jt the challenge 
of the Secretary for Public Instruction, and 
wi::;h to bring under hi,, notice a case in 
1ny ow11 f'lectorate, and one Vi-'hich he eau 
inYcstigate if he has not already got the 
prnticular.s. Thit: is in re pc('t of the l\Ierawa. 
srhool in the GoondiYiindi disb·iet. Tlli~ 
school \ras closPd, and un application \Va 

EF de by th,p parent~, :in the locality asking· 
tbat the schc )I be rPup- Bed and a tcacht ~.­
appointed. A lcttPr \Yas rcct j-yeJ. fron1 tlu~ 
Dcpnrtn1C'nt of Public Instru('tion. sigiH'd 
by tl1o ?tlini~tcr, stating- that, if the pttrcnts 
w Juld guarantee all average attcndanee of 
nine, he would reopen the school and furnish 
a tPucher innncdiatc-h'. The necc- ,sarv 
gual·antc2 v:a.3 entered ~nto by the parentS, 
and they f.c:nt aJong a Ust showing tha~ thcrf'· 
\\ r-Tc thirtf'c:,-_1 ehildren iu that distl·ict who 
\Yotllrl atrFnd thl' school. One child vv<t,'3 oYf'r 
the a~·f' of fourteen, but that child would 
att0nd the erhool two or three years longel' 
a::; it3 C'duration had been nerrle-ctctl: hvo of 
the children would attain tf1e <lge of fiyc 
a; Christn1as; lJut there WCl'O thirteen rhil­
drcil altogf thcr v.-ho woulU ha \·e attendt•d 
thu school. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pt:nLIU I~sTRuCTIOX : 
l:~ on arc talking about thr enrohn~~ut. 

J\Ir. 1\10RUAJ\': I am talking about the 
tLirtN'll childrPn ,,·ho \vou!d lun·c be('ll 
enrolled fltld would haYc at.t0ndccl the school. 

The SECHET.\HY FOR PUBLIO lx&IRUCTIOK : 
It does not l11lan anything of tht.:· ,---.rt. 

I'Ir. ~IORG_A;..J: At pn'j~llt there arc.." 
thirteen children in the di~trict \\ ho arc nnt 
receiving r:ducation, and those thirtrcn rhil­
drc-n are ~lHCparcd to go to ~chool jf the 
;.nuistcr will ~upply them with a teachct; 
but he- has rcfus0d to supply tben1 ·with a 
tc·ach0r. l)oe", tl1e hon. gentlen1an dcn:,­
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IKSTm:cno~ : 
I do deny it. 

At 3.26 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER, one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Yet the hon. c:c,tleman 
sa~ i that l he children in the country am 
rrcc iving education. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLIC IxsTRl:CTIOX: 
\Ye ha,-e no control oyer one child, and 
h\'O \-VC'fC nnder the ag-e until Clnistrnas, 
and one is outside the arr'a. That reduCE:.1 S 

your thirteC'n to nlne. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The hon. gentleman i.< 
taki~Jg advantage of the fact that Dnc child 
i,; over th0 age of fom+.,en. That child 
has rercjved verv little education. and i~ 
pr-epared to go to eehool. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PenLIC IKSTIHTTIOX: 
\V c kno'N nothing of that. 

M1·. :M ORGAN: That child has h0°n placPd 
on the list, and the othPr two (·hildren arc 
prepared to go to echool although th0y have 
not reached the age of finl years. In the 
towns children go to school before theJ 
rl'arh the age of fiYe years. 

The SE~RETAHY FOR PuBLIC IxsTRrCTIOx : 
:'\o; only to the kindergarten schools. 
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:\Ir. ~,10RGA-"': Thev m a 7 not be placetl 
on the roll. but they ·go t~ sc·hool befote 
t1w./ reach the age of five. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IxsnwcnoK: 
It. is n0t the enrolment that we arc dt:'aling 
with. 

J\Ir. J\IORGAK: The hon. me ·,rber for 
Dolb,· tells me that one of his children wc'lt 
t 1 sc·'hool before the age of f-lvc·, and 20n1o 

of 1ny ovvn <:hildren haYe gone to .school 
lwfore ihev we ee five. The :\Iinister is 
onl.v quibbling on the 1nattcr. The 
poillt is, that there are thirteen children 
thcro prcparpd to go to st'hool, anJ the hen. 
g'-·ntlmuan endeavoured to 1nrrke the Corn­
mittee believe that 'vherevor there rue nine 
<'hildrcn he is prepared to establish a 2chool. 
There are thirteen children at Merawa who 
arc not g·Ating any education at all, and 
the :\Iini ter tul.'l!Od thcn1 tlown. That is 
rwt the onlv ccse. There are other cases 
ia n1y O\vn 'e]cctoratc, but I udn1it that the 
attrJndan~e did uot average nine, but in the 
country, O\Ying to 1-hc distanrcs the childtcn 
ha vo to tra Yf~l, it, is very difficult to get 
them to .c:·o to .. chool. 

Mr. BnE~~A~: Are they r.ot visited by 
all irinc1·ant teacher? 

:\fr. MOJ~GA.:-J: -:\o. In this case they 
,,-,,re prmniscd that thcv \Votdd be nlaccd 
0!1 the correspondence li~t; but that J. is no 
use unl0ss the parent;:; are prepared to take 
an interest in their education. rr11cre are 
tl1jrteen children who arc prPpal'ed to go 

to that school. The Mini,stor 
[3.30 p.m.] asked the people if thev would 

guarantee an attendance~ of nine 
children, -and thev wrote back and ea id 
they would guarautee that. Tlwv also 
poir;ted out that there wn a good .. . home 
a':adablc for the t•;achcr within a milo and 
a-half of the school, but the :\1iniotCi' iurnod 
that C>tso d_mvn .. If the l\'Iinister giYe' it 
further corJSJderatwn, I think he ;~·ill be able 
tu grant that school. 

Mr. RIORDAK (llurk'): I have no criti­
cism to make against this department in 
rcg.trd to my own parish pump. (Laughter.) 
I ha><l been very sucr·essiul in regard to mv 
own clc.,torate. vVhcre schools were badly 
needed I have always found the department 
very <vmpathetic. \V~en. going through my 
electorate at the begmmng of the voar I 
found a school at ,J ulia Creek w hi~h had 
been built for the accommodation of thirty 
chrldren. The population is growing so much 
as to warr:mt a new school. and a report was 
made on the matter, and there was no diffi­
culty in getting the new school established. 
That has been the experience all through the 
Burke electorate, probably because, as an 
hon member suggests, they had a very pro­
gressive member. 
GoVERX~lENT J\1E:VIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. RIORDAN: The public buildings at 
Hughenden and Richmond are in need of 
repair owing to the white-ant menace. I 
pointed that out to the department, and some 
improYemcnts have been made to the po!icQ 
court at IIughenden. I understand that the 
person who reported on the matter stated 
that the white ants had not eaten right 
through but wore JCiaying havoc with the 
builcling from the outside. I suppose that a 
careful examination was made by the depart­
ment b-efore the irnprovmnent::; were gone on 
with, but it would haYe been good business 
if a new building had been erected. In 

places like IIughenden and Rielunond 'vhere 
buildings are subject to the ravage~ of \vhite 
ants it would be a good thing to haYo reir•­
forced concrete buildings. I do not knov· 
whether anything has been done at Richmond 
lately, but the public buildings there need 
attention, and prompt action may mve the 
department a good deal of mone~·. \Ye know 
that, w_hen the white ant~ attacks a vi·ooden 
building, it is not long before it lwgins to 
crumble to the ground. I would also point 
out to the Minister thc neces;it0' for supplying 
lockers 1 o the different police fJUartcrs for the 
n1Pll to keep their clothes in, as. if they are 
allowed to hang on the walls, they g-et dirty 
and into a state of disrepair. It will not be 
a big expenditure, bnt it will be e. n'r:-' great 
convenience to those concerned. and will be 
much appreciated. The Opposition continu­
ally criticis~ the \Vorks Department and cry 
out ahnut the state of disrepair o£ son1c of 
the school buildings, but it must be remem­
bered that the Gcwernment have onlv been 
in office for about seven vcars. Hon: mem­
bers opposite sing cnc h~ne here, but they 
piay a different tunc altog-ether O" the public 
platform. Thev charge the GoYernmont with 
wasteful expenditure. \Vhat was the 
experience of every district during the reign 
of thP previous GDvcrnment 'ivhich was sup­
ported by hon. members oppo~ite? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Prosperity and progress. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It was impocsible for a 
Labour member to get a school erected in his 
district. This Government give more con­
sideration. The schools in electorates of hen. 
members opposite should not bo in snch a 
state vl disropair, as it is only seven years 
since thcv left the Treasury benclws. .:-Jorth 
Queensland was neglected 'in this regard by 
the previous Administration. and something 
should he done for districts in the far North 
before building new schools in nnd around 
the citic3. I do not complain about the cities 
gptting their fair share, but I complain of 
children in the country having to go 10 miles 
to school, while in Brisbone pcD]lle haYC 
schools within a few hundr<>d vards of their 
homes. .. 

IIon. J. G. APPEL: I am with you. 

Mr. RIORDAN: That is not one of the 
faults of this Administration; it. is the fault 
of the Administrations which wore supported 
by hon. members opposib which kow-towed 
to those who held the stJ·ings during their 
term of office. We can all be fair in this 
regard. The hon. member for Murrumba 
asked that the vote be doubled, but he will 
be the first. if the voto is doubled, to point 
out the extravagant expenditurc of the Go­
vernment. On almost e\'ery vote which has 
been discussed on these E•timatcs hon. mem­
~rs opposite have said they would be pkased 
if the vote was doubled. The onlv vote theY 
did not sa v should be increased ";as the vote 
fm- " Outdoor Relief ; " but before the close 
of the discussion on that Yote, from the way 
they were talking, I thought th"t hon. mem­
bers oposite were going to move for an 
increase, which would have had my support. 
I do not think that any dish·id has reason 
to complain, in regard to the need for and 
condition of public buildings, of the attitude 
taken up by the Department of Public 
Instruction and the Department of Public 
\Yorks. We all know the camouflage and 
smoke-screen that the Opnosition tr.v to pull 
over the Government. In one breath they 

Mr. Riordan.l 
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cendemn the Government for reckless expen­
diture, nnd in the next breadth they ask 
for the vote to he doubled. I am ono who 
will always stand behind the children gdting 
the best schools and the best comfort that 
the Department of Public \Vorks can give 
thrm. In all casf's when I haxe approached 
the Departnwnt of Public ·works for im­
provements and school facilities I h!' vo 
alwavs received a sympathetic and practical 
answer fl'om th<J Minister. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOU PUBLIC 1"'­
STRUCTIO:\' (Hon. J. Huxham, JJuranda): 
I "'\voultl IH;t have risen again Out that the 
hon. member fol' lYiurilla made further 
l'('lnark;;, in c0nncrtion >":ith schools in his 
clcdoratr, and I want to put the facts of 
the case beforo the Committee. 

lvlr. VowLES: VV'ait until we get to tho 
Esti1na tL'ci of your departrncnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1::\­
STHLJCTIO:~: The hon. gcntlcmcm knows 
that v. c will not got there, and I a':' uot 
gJill'l" to lPt this opportunity pa,.; w1thout 
making a reply. 

~\lr. VowLES: You should discuss it when 
wo aro dealing with the Estimates of your 
d('partlnent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1::\­
STRUCTIOI\i: The hon. member for Murilla 
Inade a staterncnt, and 1 urn going to make 
a reply. I do not usually take up much 
time when I speak, but the hon. member for 
=\1nrilla wa;-; given cel'tain liberty to bring 
certain mattorc before this Committee, and 
I feel sure, ;\Jr. Cooper, that you will ~rivo 
me the .lme liberty when making my reply. 
\Yith regard to the l\1erawa school. which 
\ras closet! on 22nd J uno last because there 
\>,ere only seYen ::3-Cholars atb:nding th0 
school, all the information has boon supplied 
t<J the hon. lllf mbor for l\1urilla. In the first 
place) thpy 'Yould not provide acconln1oda­
tion to tiH? teacher who was there. \Yhen 
\\'C supplied them with a t, .1cher, they could 
not supply the average number of schohr, 
to attend the school. 

Mr. MoRGAX : There are thirteen children 
there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l::\ 
STRL'CTHJ:'.J: Thoro arc not ihirtenn 
children there at all. The hon. member is 
inflating the number. 

:\Ir. l\10RGAN: The numbers arc on :,our 
list. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:'\­
STR GCTION: The average attendance is 
not thirteen. One child is m·!'r the age, h!o 
are unde1· the ag-e, and one lives outside i he 
2~-mile boundary. Even suppo.'e I allow the 
hon. gentleman three out of those four, that 
will still block him from getting the a verago 
of thirteen which is necessary. Our experi­
ence, eYen in the best-regulated 'Chool, is 
that not more than 80 per cent. of the 
children a ttond, so that will bring the 
attendance down to senn. 

Mr. lYIORGAN : Did not the people 
guarantee an attondanc0 of nine? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: Nothing of the sort. There 
is no guarantee at all. 

'1111'. IliORGAN: Y cs; they gave you that 
guarantee. You have a letter to that effect. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 1"'"­
STRUCTIO:'-.J: It is a mere statement; it 
is not a guarantee. I am going to give 
the departmental explanation. Regulation 
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lJ proYidcs for a mlnirnum of twelve; and 
if we haYe a minimum 9f twelve, the c.•,st 

ill work out at £15 per child. If we had 
not closed the school at Thicrawa, then 1h:. 
rost would hu,Te been 1ncrc,l,s~;d to £25 per 
child. The hon. member for Murilla com­
plained about the school in East Brisbane, 
but I citn tell him that the average cost 
per child in that school would bo from £8 
to £3 10s. ver .-car. The hon. gentleman 
does not want to cut down the expenditure 
in my department. but he \cill not agree 
to an~~onu being- taxed to vrovido sufficient 
mom,v to pav for the schools; a.nd yet. e.t 
the s~UTlC' tin;e, he oxpe-.:ts to get twice as 
1nur~1 expenditure in the matter of schoolP. 

l\Ir. l\IORG ,,- : There arc thirteen children 
t.herP. and ;·ou ought to give them a sch·JOL 

Th,, SECHETAHY FOR PUBLIC I:'<­
STRCCTIO:"-i: ThNe is not an average of 
!hirtPt'n childr(•n. I think I have convinced 
the Committee that I haYe done a lair thine; 
so ftr as the {'hildren attending that school 
arc concerned. 

l\Ir. VOWLES (Dalby): \Ve are getting 
a-wa,y fron1 the Yote under discussion, and 
scen1 to be discussing thQ Estimates of ~he 
Department of Public Instruction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLic INSTRlJCTIOX: 
Your own colleague started it. 

1\Ir. VOIYLES: It was replied tn bo !he 
l'iiinister. and the hon. member for }1urill<L 
replied to the defence pnt up by the Minis­
ter. The Se·crctarv for Public Instruction 
told ns that the a\:eragc attendance at one 
school was 3.6, bnt he never told us that 
1 he a vcragc attendance at the Merawa 
school was thirteen. \'\ e know that at 
McnnYa thc1·e arc thirteen eligible pnpik 
and there is an aYPrage attcnda11co of ninP, 
or possibly ten. At any rate. we will deal with 
that \rhen we got to the E<timatcs of the 
J)epart:tnent of Public InstruC'tion. if 'Ye e-ver 
clo get there. In this conncctiou I ".1s 
intcn·sted to hear the Secretary for Public 
Instruction tf'll us that \rO would not ;:;-et 
there, 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRccnox : 
You will not give me the chance. 

l\Ir. VOIYLES: You told us this morning 
that you \Ynuld not get. to your Estimate•·. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTJOX; 
Because you are preve11ting 111e fron1 getting 
there. -

Mr. YO\YLES: ,,~e are anxious to get to 
the State enterprises, and we would like to 
deal with other matters conmectcd witll tho 
Trust Funds: but, evidently, they arc going 
to be sidestepped. The MiniotC>J' in charge 
of the De1'artmcnt of Public ·works spoke 
just before lunch to-day, and startr'd 1::> 
explain that we as an Opposition were trying 
to got him io do certain things. He alw 
said what we would do if we got into 
power. He spoke on the authorit0- of certain 
people outside, and said that thev were 
going to divide up the public funds among-st 
certain persons whom he mentioned who ~l't' 
all'eded bv the recent amendment of the 
Land Act." Let me tell him that I dissociate 
myself altogether from those things. 

0PPOSITJOX :!\IDIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

~Ir. VO\YLES: \Ye have our partv rmd 
we haYo our platform. I do not care" what 
outsiders decide. I do not care what stolen 
minutes are brought into this House. I 
suppose they were found on the floor ia 
the Opposition room; I presume that is 
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where the :\Iini,ter got his copy. Probably 
hc got it out of the waste-paper basket. 
There are individuals whose nan1es are rncn­
tioned in those minutes who are figuring 
in the limelight every day, and I dissociate 
my,;o!f from them. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S)IITH: They are your 
friends. 

Mr. YO\YLES: They arc not friendly to 
me. Some of them hate mu more than they 
hate the hon. g~ntleman, and the:; would 
do me harm, politically, if they could. The,e 
rncn's na1nco;; arc ahvays figuring publicl)'T, 
and I will not take any credit or discredit 
foe their actions. V 

:\h. GLEDSOX: Didn't YOU ask the hon. 
member for Towlbville to sit on the front 
bench with you? 

:\Ir. VOWLES : The hon. m<mber for 
Towusville is a member of the Country 
party, and he is \VC'komo to sit on the fron't 
bench. l consider he is a Yen· line addition 
to our party. u 

0PPOSITIOX ME;o.IBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: At any rate, the Countrv 
part2, are not going· to be dorninated b:,; 
outside gilded intere-ts. ' 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX Sli!ITH : Did they not 
conyey this information to you? 

Mr. VC}WLES: If thev did \\'C are not 
going to act on it. The tim'e is not far 
distant \chen we will have to throw them otl' 
.al_togcther. \\.,. c do not want them, a11d \Ve 

will ~10t have them. I know that this has got 
nothing to do \Vlth the vote under discus­
sion, and I thank you, Mr. Cooper. for the 
latitude you have g1ven me in replying to 
the statements of the Minister. I might 
JU_st as \vel_l a2''-oc1at~ hon. ~cn1bors opposit(~ 
w1th certam resolutwns whiCh were pa;,sed 
in Brisbane qujte recently, and which those 
hon. members absolutely dissociate thcmselveo 
from. Personally, I think I am quite 
entitled to do the same. 

Mr. (}LEDSOX: Thev arc officers of your 
organisation. ~ 

Mr. VO\VLES: The officers of vom 
-organisation are your rr1asters. but let~ 1no 
tell you that I have got no master. Some 
of these individuals hanl attempted to cocrcu 
me. but they found they could not do it. 

Mr. Du;snx: Edkins and Garbutt are 
your InastePc. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: The rank and file of the 
workers arc our n1astors. 

. Mr. VOVi'LES: These individuals are try. 
mg to coerce me. Thev could not do it out­
side. and llO\\ thev arc trving. to do it 
inside. • ' 

The vote under dis< assion relates to build­
ings. If any member of this Chamber 
happens to visit the town I represent, he 
wJ!l do well to look at th0 condition of the 
public buildings there. The courthouse. I 
think, was built fifty years ago. 

Mr. POLLOCK: ·what is the basis of the 
arr~ngement? You want 75 per cent. of thP 
}lOrtfo!Jo,, do yon not? (GoYernmtmt 
laughter.) 

Mr. VOvVLES: They say that the hon. 
mrmber has been angling for a portfolio 
but I can tell him that he will never uet 
one. (Opposition laughter.) The La~ds 
Department, the Clerk of Petty Sessions 
'Office, and all the other offices outside the 
Postal Department and the Railway Depart­
ment, are centred in what is known as the 
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Court House building. From time to time, 
during the twenty years I have been there, 
certain additions have been made. The tim· 
her affected by white ants has been renewed 
occasionally; a daub of paint has been put 
on the building, or a little bit of a skillion 
has been adde-d; but it has got to such a 
state that the large number of public ser­
Yants who are housed there have to work 
under conditions which are absolutely insani­
tary. I remember that some two years ago 
Mr. Ilardacre, a member of the Land Court, 
and formerly a member of the Government, 
was in Dalby, and I took him to the offices 
and asked him to have a look round. The 
Lands Commissioner told him that he had 
made representations to his department here 
that reasonable conditions for his men to 
work under should be proviued. I have been 
in that courthouse prol.1bly three or four 
times a. week at different periods, and I have 
seen Crown lands rangers and other officers 
take up their gonds and chattols and go out­
side the court till the court businee-s was 
finished and they could resume their work. 
The· hon. member for Toowoomba knows that 
that is so. n,rr. Hardacrc promised, at a 
little reunion that we had, that he would do 
ever,;·thing in his power to represent the case 
to the proper authorities, and I natqrally 
thought I might have a bit of a "leg in" 
when I brought the matter up now. 

Hon. W. FoRGACol S}IITH: \Vhy did you not 
come to n1e? 

l\lr. VOWLES: I would not go to the 
of!ico of any :Minister of this Government. 
I do not want to be accused of coquetting 
with the Government, and I do not want to 
be publicly accused of putting mysolf in a 
false position a. other persons were recently. 
I have never been in the office of the Secre· 
tar.v for Public \Varies, nor tho Secretary for 
Public Instruction, and on! v once in the 
office of the Sccretan for Railwavs. I do 
not \Vant to go \Yhere ~a stenographC'r n1a_y be 
secreted. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: You have been 
in my office. You were in my office at that 
deputation, Y·.:hen the Govomment reopened 
vVyrcema :\Iilk Factory. 

Mr. VOWLES: ?\ever. 
Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: \V ere vou not there 

that morning '1 You ought to hav'e been there. 

Mr. VOvYLES: ~o; I was never in the 
J'dinister' s office. I do not want to be 
accused of coquetting or of forming coalitions 
with the Government. There is only one 
thing to be done with hon. members opposite 
-keep your own place and have nothing to 
do with them, otherwise a false complexion 
will be placed upon your actions. 

Thir. GLEDSON: How are you going to 
attend to your work ? 

Mr. VOWLES': I do all my work by 
correspondence. If I receive a letter from 
mv electorate, I send the original to the 
department concerned and ask for criticism 
or a. reply. 

Hon. w. FoRGAK s~nTH: Why did you not 
write to me? 

Mr. VOWLES: I thought the hon. mem­
ber know that the matter came up at a 
·dinner at which all the officials of the 
dopartment wore present. I was one of the 
few guests. The Lands Commissioner-who, 
I believe, is a friend of hon. members oppo­
site-said he had made l'epresentations on 
the ,ubject, and we asked l\Ir. Hardaere, as 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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a member of the Land Court, to support 
tho~e representations; but vdH~ther it was 
done or not. the fact remains that the build­
ings are still in the same condition. 

Hon. w. FQRGAN s~nTH: This 'is the first 
time I have heard of it. 

l\Ir. VOWLES: Probably the representa­
tion, wore made to their own department­
the Lands Department-and thev tell me 
that no action has been taken. ' The hon. 
member for Burke talks about the sympa­
thetic treatment he receives from the depart­
ment in the matter of schools. He is a 
lucky man. VVe do not all get the same 
sympathetic treatment, even on minor details. 
I have already given instances in this Cham­
ber of how we have been put on the list 
"vVhcn funds are available." It probablv 
is because I do not happen to be a Labour 
c.upporter. Hon. members opposite say that 
they have very seldom had a reque't turned 
down; I might say that I have very seldom 
had a request granted, small as my request" 
are. I believe that thE' hon. gentleman d 
on one occasion consent to have the bottoms 
of some tanks cemented because the water 
was running out of them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I granted one 
request. 

l\lr. VOWLES: What was that? 
The AnORXEY-GENERAL: A permit for an 

art union. (Government laughter.) 

::\fr. VOvVLES: The hon. member never 
granted me one at all. I sent him the 
original letters and got his reply. 

:Ylr. BRE~NAN (Tomcoornbn): There is 
no doubt that the leader of the Opposition 
nu:l.y haYe a grieYallCC about the CDurthouse 
at Dalby, but if he is not in a position to 
Lclu him,eif I do not think he should call 
oth~r members to help him. 

::\it-. VoWLES: I would not call on you. 

:\lr. BREN~AN: The hon. memb.'r did 
invoke my aid. I appreciate the anxiety of 
the Opposition over the statement of the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks. I have no hesi­
tation in admitting that I have masters out­
side this House. The people who put me 
into Par1iamcnt are my n1asters. \Ve have a 
rcsponsibilitv to the people of Queensland 
who put us into this Chamber, and it is our 
duty to protect their interests. \Vhy will 
the Opposition not admit that their masters 
outside are the capitalists? They are here 
to protect the big interests outside, even li 

they do not care to put that fact in the 
front window, as the resolutions which wc>re 
read out show. 

vY c hear a great deal rega1'cling the 
workers of Queensland. \V e know very well 
that trmclcrs for lorornotive~, :;:hlp-buiJding. 
and othe1' important contracts have been 
cailecl in England and America for Australia, 
and Australian tenders came out lowest; and 
that was not piecework, but clay labour. 
When Sir Ross Smith had an accident to his 
aeroplane, he said that the finest work was 
done in the Ipswich Railway \Yorkshops. On 
the other hand, I can give a clear case where 
men in the Labour movement-industrialists 
-have not played the game. Take the Jon· 
dan an State school, where, to mv own know­
le<lge, the department did not, get a fair 
" go," and the men did not do a fair day's 
work. I have already criticised them. I am 
satisfied that they deliberately loafed against 
their own interests and the interests of the 
Labour Government. But for the last two 

[Mr. Vowles. 

years in the Toowoomba dictrict not on& 
work has gone oyer the estimate. That is 
since there has been a Tcorganisabon of the 
department. That reminds me of the late 
Commissioner for Railways. Hon. member" 
opposito gaYe hirn an extension of three year:::, 
believing that Labour would last only three 
years. He was told by the Opposition to 
waste all the money he could on railway con­
, truction of the most useless kind. \Ve saw 
money wilfully wasted at Chinchilla and 
Toowoomba for the purpose of bringing this 
Government into disrepute. I 'ay without 
hesitation that the heads of departments have 
allowed men to do work in their own fashion 
without keeping control over them. But now 
we have reorganised our industries in such 
a way that the men are satisfied. They were 
not satisfied before; there was no organisa­
tion. If you left tho ;;taff in the office of 
the leader of the Opposition without control 
or somebody to set them to work, what would 
happen? 

The Department of Public ·works to-dn v 
is absolut.elv in the best condition it hac 
been in for, the last fifty years. During the 
lac;t twelve months harcllv an htimato v; as 
cxceedccl, because the me'n are now getting 

back to normal time' and suppliC's 
[4 p.rn.] ar·o more regular. The Opposi-

tion know that. Yet thev sa v that 
\Ye must have the contract svstem. \\' e had the 
contract systcn1 exemplified recently in Bris­
bane on that. c0rrwnt mixer vYhich \Vas nsed 
in roadmaking-a stPel machine which brok,e 
do,v·n und:-r the strain, neverthcle~J the rnen 
had to kc'OP pace with it. The men did not 
ha Ye a fair "spin" on that job: they were 
speeded up all through. No man could last 
mam' vears at that class of work. \Ve know 
whaf the contract svstem n1can~. The con­
tractor \Yants to m8kc the rnost r.iloney he 
can out of his contract. VVhat does he can' 
about a few men being knockc•cl out? If lw 
can spore! them up, all the bott. r for him. 
If hC' knocks a few out, others will come alon[>; 
and take their nlaces. Th,·rc has not been 
('XtravEtgance in~ this qcpartmcnt if we corrl­
nam it with the Federal D<•partment of 
I'ublic ~Vorks. V\~P hear no complaint" from 
our opponents about the Fcde1'al GoYernment. 
A thoU' rmd men \\ re put out of work l1l 
Quc'enslancl through the closing down of the 
Canungra satnnills. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: The other clay the 
Chairman would not allow me to talk about 
Commonwealth affairs, yet he is now allowing 
you to do it. 

Mr. BRE:'-1::'-JAN: The Department of 
Public \Vorks here has not been guilty of 
the extravaganc2 displayed by the \Yorks 
Department of the Commonwealth. The 
CanunO'ra business n1eant a loss to the Con1~ 
monwe';,lth of £500,000; yet there is neY~r 
a \1orc1 of complaint from our opponents m 
regard to that. The smallest incident ,..egar(!· 
irw schools has been introduced rnto thre 
cleloate. I make fewer requests for favours 
for mv electorate than other hon. m mbers. 
The h~on. member for East TDowoon1ba v.ras 
here long before I got into Parliament, and 
nothing was ever dDne for Toowoomba. 

J\Ir. J. H. C. RoBERTS: He will be here a 
long time after you are out of Parlram·nt. 

Mr. BRENJ'\AN: If the workers are .s~upicl, 
he will be. If the workers want polrtrcrans 
and not statesmen, let them put them m. 
(Laughter.) I could be as popular as the 
hon. member for East Toowoomba or the, 
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hon. m ?mbcr for Pittsv: orth, \Yho DO\V has no 
·-ea~ ~Lt _nll. That h~n. rnernber is trying to 
nndci~nlint:3 the nnfortunatc hon. 1ncn1ber for 
Cnnn1nghan1 and do hint out of his seat. I 
do not do that sort of thing. 

Mr. J. II. C. RoBERTI': \\~hat vop !wow aYJd 
w:hat you c)o not kl;ow wculd 'pr~\·i-de suffi: 
:tent matenal to wntc a book of revelations. 
\Laughter.) 

_Mr. BR~?\J\~AN: The hon. member for 
~)Itt~\vorth ~~~ always ma,king scn:::;dcss inter­
~C'Ctions. \\·hen we arc dealing ,,vith Jnost 
1111port.utt matters connected with the \YclfarP 
of Qu· '3nsland he interjects sensclesslv, and 
tncs to put off the track members wh;:, hllve 
prepared sp;eches .. I think the Department 
d Publ!c V\ orks. m1ght agree to put 0lectric 
hghi c:>n the sta1n asc lcadir:g to the conrt­
hot~se rn To<n\·oomba. It. is a 'nHl·t claJH~·~·rons 
statrca:,.E', be-ing Ycry dark, nnd it \Youl~l )-:, u 
great nnprovcmcnt .to haYe electric light 
placed there. That 1s the only request that 
I have to make at the prcoent time Tho 
~.Iinist0r rcalir:es that an ad-J.itional ·scho-ol 
IS a 

1
long'-felt Vi.~ant in Too~voo1nba and. has 

purc~lnsc.J cer~n1n land at ::'\e,YtO\\ u. I t nst 
that t_lw cr~(;twn cf that sc>hool \ViU be gone 
?n wtt h. I oowomn ba is one of the 1110:-;t 

unpo~'tant cenh ·s in Que0nsland. It is a 
gTOWing centre-~a progrcss1Yc centre. It 
\Yould be more prczrL~,'",ivo if the follo,vcd n1v 
adYirr in big things. " 

Ho:-1. \Y. FORGAN SYIITH (JLackr.''!: A 
fr\v r?intJ hav·r been raised to \'vhich I wish 
to make a short reply. The hon. member for 
Logan urged the est!lblishment of a rm·al 
'chool a_t Beenleigh. Xo doubt, Beenlcigh is a 
very smtable place in which to build a rural 
echool. I will have inquiireo made into that 
Clnd the other matt0r which the hon member 
Inentioncd. · 

The leader of th.: Opposition complains of 
not getting_ anything done in hi;:; clector,,.,tc. 
Ho complamed alw that c 'rtain work was 
done, notwithstanding that he had not rnado 
any representations as mmnber for the dis­
trict It is the usual practice of members of 
this Chamb r, no matter to wh-•,t party they 
belong, to make representations to the 
proper. quart.0r, if they are interested in any 
prop?sthon 1n the way of school buildings, 
rcpaus to srhools, or r0palrs to courthouses. 
The '\Vorks Department control0 the building 
OpC'rahons for all dcpartrnents. \Y c rlo not 
initiate v~;ork, but \Ve decide how and \Yhcn 
\York shaH proceed. T'he work to b0 done 
is limitc,~ by the vote placed at the disposal 
of the Works Department. T'0riodicallv the 
Department of Public Instruction sends along 
propos1t10ns wh1ch are considered bv m , and 
the n1orc urgPnt works are anprov'Cd of and 
commenced. Tho same thing holds gN>d -
regard to hosp1tals and courthouses. The hon. 
member for Dalby should han> approached 
e1ther the Department of Justice or mv 
departm0nt to press the c-laims of Dalbv with 
regard to the courthouse. · 

Mr. VowLES: In this instance the Lands 
Department was connected with it. 

Ho:-1. W. FORGAN SMITH: If the hon. 
g<'ntleman had approached the Lands Depart­
m 'nt or the Department of Justice, it would 
hay.e sent me a memorandum asking me to 
go mto the matter, and, if funds were avail­
ab!,., to do the work. That is done in the 
ordinary course of events. ThPrf' is nothina 
bclitting in a 1ncmbe>r of Parliament, e\-e~ 
if he is the leader of His Majesty's Opposi­
tion, waiting upon a iY1inister or an ender 

~ccretnry. The hon. gcntlf'lllan ~~a-; \V r~)ng 
rn f::lying that no work had lH"'f'll donP in his 
clectora: : £1,400 '""'s ep0nt in Ills electorate 
in connection with school buildings last vcar. 

:Mr. VowLES: "\Yhcre was that work done­
Warra and Chinchilla? That has been out­
standing for five year, 

Hm;. W. FORGAX SMITH: I have been 
\vaiting n1oro than Ct vc years for many things 
that I have not got 0 ,t. The leader of the 
Oppo,ition rmd other members of his party 
have suggested that nndue discrim·ination is 
rnade betv.eon Gover~1mcntal ei -ctoratcs and 
Oppcsition electoratPs To clinch that once 
and for all, I hav-e had the figures prepared, 
and I propose to givo the expenditure on 
sehooi buildings. The total amount spent 
last yea \vas £76,710 6s, 5d. In clecto!·ates 
reprcsont0d by Government members there 
was an expenditure of £39,540 Ss. Sd., and in 
electorates represented by Opposition rnom­
bors, £37,16~ 17s. 9d. Can anyone cavil at 
that expenditure, when it is borne in miud that 
there wa' a difference of onlY £2.000 in favour 
of electorates vprescntcd' b" , Government 
rncmbers, and W·e ha \1 0 two In ore mcrnber~ 
than are sitting on the Opposition benches? 
I recognise that it is the rluty of my depart-
1r1ent under this vote to rr1ake proYision for 
children, n.nd, although I arn a strong party 
rnan, I do not stand for the victimisation of 
innocent little children because of the ·foolish­
no's of their paren! •. If the parenb are 
foolish enough to rcbrn Opposition memb 'rs 
to Parliament, there i:3 all the n1orc need for 
money for tho education of their children. 

The hon. member for Toowong referred 
to the question of painting this building. 
The leader of the Opposition ,cskc'd a question 
son1e tir11e ago, ancl full jnforrnation was 
g-iven. The hon. n1crnbcr for Too,Yong 
argued that the cost of painting ParlianHmt 
I-Iou.:;e was undulv excLbiVf' and that under 
the contract- system the amount per yard 
\\ould have been less. One rmrst recognise 
the class of work on this building. The work 
done was bettor than is usually done in the 
ordinary work of painting. There are not 
ten squn.re yards of straight-ahead work in 
the \Yhoie building. There are many rail· 
ings, etc., and various other work which is 
difficult to get at. There was a large amount 
of burning off, polishing, and varnishing t.hat 
i-; not u:ually done in ordinary buildings. 
The doors were burnt off and filled. The 
clas'l of wmk done is not the work that is 
usually performed in painting. I know the 
painting business from A to Z. and I know 
that the work performed here was of a much 
higher standard of excc:llence that is usually 
performed in painting in Queensland. One 
must realise the inaccessible charact<'r of the 
work and we must realise that the inside of 
this Chamber, with all the embellishment of 
plaster work, cost more to paint than paint­
ing a woolshed, with ordinary pine lining­
boards. It is unjust to compare the prices 
unless you compare also the standard of 
excellence of the work. I know that one can 
get ll suit of clothes for probably £4 10s. in 
certain "slop" shops in Brisbane and got 
value for the money; but no one would 
compare it with a ,~-ell-made suit properly 
tailored bv a first-class tailor. I admit that 
the price 'for the painting is high, but the 
inaccessible nature and difficult character of 
the work justifies that expense. The com· 
parison was not 1nadc on a fair basis. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was all exterior work. 

Hon. \V. B'organ Smith.] 
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Hox. W. FORGAN S:VIITI-1: Yc,;; but 
there YYere railings, veranda post and 
balustrades, domes, and wmdo" ~. All that 
work is difficult work, and takes more time 
to do than such straight-ahead \York as paint­
Ing ord1narv chamfer-boards 

The hon .. member also 1-ef~rrcd to the fact 
that the plaster on the T :ring a school was 
-cracked, and •·aid that it was due to faulty 
specifications supplied by the department. 
That work was done bv a contractor naillCd 
Anderson in 1913, loni before this Govern­
ment came into office. The amount of the 
contract was £1,070. and. if th0 work was 
faulty, it was a condcn1nation of the Adn1inis­
tration then in power. I am not in a position 
to say ''~hethcr the speciftcation \Vas faulty 
or not. Certainly work of that kind should 
not be crackecl or blistered I cannot sa v 
what is at fault. because I ha~·e not examined 
the work mvsclf. It mav be due to faulty 
oil or fault0: material. · · 

Mr. Gc:oEK: That v. as what the hon. mem­
ber for Too·wong said. 

Hox. \Y. FORGAN S:VIITH: Yes. If it 
.i') a conden1nation of any dE'partrncnt or 
Administration, it is a condemnation of the 
Administration to which the hon. n1cn1ber 
for Dulimba belonged. 

Mention hns been made of the ho,pital at 
Gayndah. The estimated cost of that build­
ing "as £7.378. and the actual cost was 
£7,636 2s. 9d.,, indnding extra work in 
con:tH_.,.._tion \vith sewage tanks and drainage. 
The hospital committe" asked to be allowed 
to e.t.rry <Jut a \Vater service, which brought 
the total cost up to £8,479 16s. 10d. It will 
thus be seen that the excess over the estimate 
was not due to faulty {' 0 timating by the 
<kpart.nent. It is worthv of note that this 
building is a now type in' Queensland. It is 
built of reinforced plaster. Thrce others 
have since been erected, one at ::\1ackay, one 
at Ayr, and I believe another at Gayndah. 
The department \t as expcrin1t~nting in this 
typ·J of construction, aud the cxee::;s ov-er the 
estimate is nothing to be concerned about or 
any reason for conden1ning the department. 
Since that time I have had a reorganisation 
of thn achnini:::.trative staff of the dcpartn1ent. 
\Yhen this estimate \Vas made it was the 
practice of the architectural draftsmen in 
the head ofiico to make the esti,natl". Anv­
-l!le who has had any experience of bu~lding 
constructJOn unders+:tnds th>tt ardntects' 
estimates are very often faulty. Architects' 
estimates are eA.cc~cded every d.iy, as a matter 
of course, simply because they arc not respon­
sible for carrying out the work. Since that 
time I have established a proper costing and 
estimating branch, with men skilled in this 
forrn of work, and as a ronscquence the 
estimates arc based on more correct data than 
was the case in the past. The Gavndah 
people will have to bear one-third of the 
cxpen,c. the sanw as the Children's Hospital 
was able to gain one-third of the saving on 
that building. 

It wa · intt'rcsting· to hear the leader of the 
Opposition repudiate the RxccutiYe C<mncil 
of his own party. It must be borne in mind 
that attending that meeting were represen­
tatives from Korthern, Central, and Southern 
Queensland, and it cannot be denied that it 
is the official cxecutiYe of the hon. member's 
party. The hon. member for Townsville 
attended as a delegate. and did not protest 
ag·ainst anything that the leader of the Oppo­
sition now repudiates. 

[Hon. 1l. Forgan Smith. 

Mr. GHEEN: How does the hon. gentleman 
kuo\v? 

HoN. W. FORGAK SMITH: The leader 
of the Opposition in his statement repudiated 
his junta outside. I was· sorry to hear the 
hon. member suggest that Mr. Edkins hated 
me as much as he hated him. I am not 
awnre that a.nyone hates me. Every student 
of hu1nan nature n1ust recognise t.hat hate i::;; 
born of fear. and, as l fear no one, I hate 
no onP. I was also interested in the state­
ment that men like Garhutt and Edkins 
would bP cxpdlcd from tiw P'rty. 

i\Ir. VowLES: I never mentioned Garbutt's 
narnc. 

Hox. W. FORGAJ'\ SMITH: No, you did 
not rncntion Ga.rbutt, but you rncntioned 
Edkins. 

l\Tr. VowLEc: I did not say they would 
be expelled. 

Hox. IV. FORGAX Si\IITH: You inferred 
it. 

Mr. VOWLES: No. 
HoN. \V. FORGAN Sl\IITH: It will be 

intore.;;bnr:, to Ree ·whnt takes place at future 
mc>etll'[!;5 of thP party. and I wish the hon. 
membe'' for DalbY all sorts of luck in his 
disput0 with men ·like :\Ir. Edkins and Mr. 
Garbutt. 

Mr. l\Ioorm: vYc Ycish Y'Jll all sorts of 
luck at t'oe next Labour Conference, too. 

Ho:-;. \Y. FORGA"-1 S~1ITH: I am not 
\vorrying about that. 

:Hr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): 
I want to make a. few comment!' in regard 
to the nccessitic'· of conntry districts in 
connection with school bnildings. but I do 
not in anv shane or form. ,vjsh to he 
par'achial i;1 m~· ' ideas. I want to urge 
upon the l\Iinistcr in chargP of the depart­
ment the neces•itv for puttinp; our schools 
in good order. an:d the necessity for build­
inu new srhoolB ln districts in "\Vhich the~,­
ar~ required. Complaints have been 1nade 
all round the Chamber that there has been 
a. reduction in the yote for the Department 
of Public \Yorks. Last .--ear the vote was 
£205,411, and the amount spent wa' 
£190.073. This yPar t!w amount on the 
Estimates is £202.621, shmYing a decreas(• 
in the ilmount that is to be Yoted for this 
dPywrbncnt, a certain yn·oportion of which 
will he used for t.he upkeep of cchool<> at 
present in existence and for buildiug ne\Y 
schools. The Minister and his officials know 
perfectly well that there arc many schools in 
countrv districts that to~dav are in a cond1~ 
tion t!1at would lead one to' belicYe that they 
are \Yotth pu11ing down and having new 
schools erected in their place. Fnforhm­
atch·, the Department of Public Works has 
to a gre.Lt 0xtent been stinted by the Go­
vernment in connection "\vith work that has 
to be carried out. 

Hon. '\Y. FORGAN S:vriTH : There is an 
increase of £80,000 on the Loan Estimates. 

l\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Even with that 
i ncrcase, 1 still think that the country 
echools ""nd country buildings generally will 
suffer as against those in the larger ,,(mtres 
of population. I do not for ono moment 
begrudp;e the constructi01" of public buildings 
in Brisbane, Toowoomba, or anywhere else, 
provide-d that we get a fair and reasonable 
proportion spent in the sparsely pop~1lated 
districts that wc represent. where ch1ldren 
have to travel 8 or 9 miles to school. 
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There is in mv mind a certain amount of 
confusion as to whether I am to interview 
thQ Secretary for Public Instruction, when 
I want a school building or "·ant to have a 
school attended tD, or whether I am to 
interview the Secretary for Public 'vV arks. 
Personally, I take the bull by the horns, 
and visit both Ministers, and under those 
conditions you havo a c.hance of getting :erne­
thing done, bee a use, if you can get the 
Secretary for Public Instruction up against 
the s~crctary for Public \Vmks, and then 
step in as a, mediator or as an adjudicator, 
you have a chance ut getting something 
drme. Owing to the dilapidated condition 
of many of Dur school buildings, which were 
constructed a long time agD, the time has 
arrived when we should consider the ques­
tion of floating a loan for the special purpose 
of renovating the schools throughout the 
State and building new schools. The bon. 
member for Albort mentioned that in his 
electorate it would CD··t something like 
£10,000 or £12.000 to repair the schools aud 
build the necessary ne-,- schools, and in 
makmg that statement the hDn. member was 
probably a little under rather than a little 
over the estimate of the requirements in 
hi~• ovvn electorate. EYerv countrv clec~ 
tor ate to-da:1 requires the· expenditure of 
a, good deal of money in order to put the 
present school building' in a prDper condi­
tion. If you go to the schools on tho Downs, 
and right out in the \Vertcrn district', ~·ou 
will find weatherboard buildings th11t were 
put up rnany years ago. rrhe weathf rboards 
have buckled, and the amount Df draught 
which goes thrDugb thueo schools in winter 
tirnc is quite suffi~ient to cause a serious out­
break of influenzJ, pneurnonia or some other 
disea.se to which chil-dren ar~ prone to fall 
Yictims. ovving entirely to the faet that the 
schools arc unsuitable-not duo to neglect 
on the p11rt of the Government, but to the 
fact that they do not srcm to be ready to 
spend the money that is necessary to put 
the ec,hools m a safe condi tiDn for children 
to be educated in. I hope to see within 
the next f<·w vears a loan floated for the 
~pccial purpose~ of providing school accommo­
ila.tion in country distriets ,,·hero it is needod. 

I li,tcned with a gooci deal of interest to 
th0 remarks of the hon. member for Bowen. 
The hon. member seems to think it is his 
duty to attempt to c :tst certain reflections 
upon members on this side Df the HDuse. 
Personally, I think t.here arc a good many 
schools ihat could bo built and renaired in 
country districts in a satisfactory~ \Yay by 
local contrrrctors. provided that the Govern­
ment would rea]i,e that clav labour in those 
districts is adding tD the 'cost of building. 
The hon. member for. Bowen, in talking 
about day labour, saH1_ that he always 
insi"ted on efficiencv. He stated that men 
mmt work, vet I 'find here an article in 
connection with a. tour of the North by a 
Minister of the Ful··ral GoYCrnment. 

" Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat paper ar0 you quoting 
trom? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It touches abw· 
lutcly upon the question of day labour. It 
reads-

" The tDur of the North by the Minis­
ter for Defence (Senator Poarce) was a 
succession of bright incidents, inter­
mingled with some Df a darker hue." 

I do not know what the hon. member fDr 
Bowen will say when he realises that so 

eminent a man as the JI.Iinistet· for Defence, 
Senator Pearce, looks upon Bowen as one 
of tboo<e incidents of a darker hue-

" One of the latter as at Bowen, 
\vhorc, he sai.cl, ho was a spectator of one 
of tho slowest exhibitions of loading by 
waterside workers he had ever seen. 
The men wore engaged in loading 
quarter ca.ses of totnatoos, cucumbers, 
and fruits into the \''l'vrcema, and it was 
a sight to sadden ar;y Australjan. No 
conntrv on earth, Dr no industry could 
be ricl] cnDugh to mainbin labour work· 
ing at ··uch a rate. The cases could have 
been ba.ndled by ar; aYerage fair-sized 
boy with case, yet there were h•·o men 

in a railway truck, and four more between 
the truck and the ship's sling-a distance 
Df about 8 foot. Even then the rate 
at which the cases were passed from 
hand to hand was elow in the extreme. 
Tlw result was that the cargo. which 
ha,d been grown by the \Yorkers Df 
Bo,;en, and which, no doubt, would be 
sold tD the workers in Sydney and other 
ports. had probabl~· bad its cost increased 
by quite 25 per cent., due to the slow 
handling and the attendant delay to the 
ship and increased freight rP~L 'S. ' The 
fact of the matter is.' concluded the 
Yl:inister, ' they are practically profiteer· 
ing on t.hc workers who consume that 
produce.' " 

At 4.30 p.m., 

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMA:\: Under 
the prm·isions of Standing Order No. 307, 
and of the Sessional Order agreed to by 
the Hon:;e on 30th August. I shall now ]ctvo 
the chair and make m:c rcpmt to the House. 

The House rc-<Jumed. 

The TnrPORIRY Cn.IIR~Hl\' rcportcJ pro­
gress. 

The resumption of the Committee as 
made an Order of the Day for a later hou,­
of the sitting. 

QUESTIO:\S. 
CosT or HosPITAL AND :\uBsrc' Qc:AHTERS, 

G.\YKDAH. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalb1f), in the absence of 
l\1r. Corser (J1urnett), asked the Secretary 
fm Public \Yorks-

" L VYhat was the estimated CDst of (a) 
the ne"" hospital; (b) the muses' quart rs 
at Gayndah? 

'' 2, \Ybat was the actual cost of each? 
'' 3. \Yhat a1nount has been dcn1n:r:dcd 

from the GaT·ndah Hospital Commtttco 
towards making goocl the cost in O:Y~'CSS 
of estimated cost? 

'' 4. Ao; the amount demand0d for the 
construction of these buildings l1as 
alreadv been paid, is it reasonable to 
now sUddle the comn1itiee with a.. large 
amount of unforeseen expc11diture, 
especialiy in view of the fact that th;, 
Government provides the \Yhole of the 
cost of buildings and maintenallco of the 
Brisbane Hospital? 

"5. As there is over £140.000 to ihe 
credit of the ' Golden Casket ' fund for 
hospital purposes, will the Government 
make rwailablo from this fund an 
amount sufficient to liquidate the cla.im 
now being made on the Gayndah 
Hospital Committee?" 
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Ho:-;. \V. 
replied-

,, 1. (a) 

(b) 

FORGA:-.J S:\llTH (Jiackay) 

ITstin1ated cost 11f'".Y ho3pi- £ 
tal building, including 
v. ~ttcr ~eryice and fire-
place to dinlng-roorn 6,300 
Estin1ated cost of nurses' 
quarters 1,078 

£7,378 
£ s. d. 

" 2. Actual (·n<:.:.t ne 1.V hospi-
tal bnilding~, e-tc. 7,636 2 

Ac~ual co~t lllHSf~s' 
8~3 14 

£8,479 16 J.O 
'' 'Ihe ahon~ does noi include in3tall;,. 

ticn of clnctric lighting, carried out 
locally at a cost of £140. 

" :\ote.-Installation of water service 
was carried out by the hospital com­
rnittr;e-thr· actual cost cxccccled the esti­
nlatP and approYed amount by £97 
7s. Sd. 

'' 3. £417 5s. Sd. 
"4. The approved conditions under 

1:d1ich e·ndoc;·.,-mPnt is granted tot1ards the 
mst of m·ection of hospital bnildings 
provide tl·at such Pndowrncnt fhall be 
pctid at the rate of £2 to £1 on unsnbsi­
dised subscriptions to the hospihl build­
ing fund. There is no '·Ound reason ~.vhy 
the Gayndah Hospital Committee should 
be placed in a better po,ition in regard 
to endowment than any other hospital 
cotnmittce. This hospit 'I i not. corn­
P .rabic with the Brisbane General 
Hospit8-l. 

"5. This is a qUP'tion of policy for 
the consideration of the Honourable J he 
Home Sccrctar·"." 

ExrExmTcRE OK Col:NCIL OF AcRICcLTP"E. 

Mr. S\Y A Y:\E (Jiira ni) asked the Socte­
i:ary for Agriculture and Stock-

" What was the sum expended in con­
nection v:ith the Council of Agriculture 
np to the end of Jnno la,,t, and what 
has bten :its cost sin eo then up to date?" 

Th~ SECR!<;TARY FOR AGRICULTUHE 
A:\D STOCX (Hon. W. ?\. Gillies Eacham) 
~.~epli:1 rl.- ' 

" 'rhe f'xpendjturc on 30th J un0 1ast 
1ms £2.120 2s. 5d.. and from the ht 
July to the 31st ,'lugm~ it wa' £2,475 
14s. ld. I would remind hononrablo 
mPmbers that tho Anditor-G!'!leral ts 
( 

1Htl·gcd ·with the inYt "tif;atlnn of all 
such expcnditurP. and nnv 1111\quTant<'d 
rxpf'_)ndi!ure ·n-?;lld be l'ePortPd by hln1 
to T arlmment. 

REro:,T ox PLANE CREEK C'EK'rRAL ScG_\R-siiLL 
\VEIGHBRIDGE. 

'\fr. S\V A YNE asked the Treasurpr-
" If, on application, a ropy of the recent 

report on Piano Creek Sugar-mill weigh­
lwidgc by the inspector of weights and 
rneasurc". and any papers in c'Onnect:ion 
th._re,vith, can b~ obtained; and, if so, 
to whom to apply 9 " 

'rho TREAS'CRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillar;oe) replied-

" The resnlt of tho officittl test of the 
wei,rhbndge has already been conveyed 

to the growers' represf'ntativc at the mill. 
The honourable member may peruse the 
papers at tho Treasury." 

P.\YoiENT oF Ex-SOLDIERS, BEEHBc:nnu;,, 
SOLDIER SETTLE)JEXT. 

M1·. WARREN (lliurntmba) a·Jced the 
Secretary for Public Land~-

" 1. Is he aware that ex-soldiers 
C>ngaged in the work of clearing up 
de~.erted farn1s a"L B crburrum are onlv 
being paid at tho rate o£ 10s. per day' .. 

" 2. Does he considPr this a sufficient 
amount to keep a nutn, his wife, and 
threG children in a fair average standard 
of corn fort? 

"3. If not, \Vill he issue instructions 
that a rat·o equivalent to at leai3t the 
present basic wage be paid to such 
cn1ployces '?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{I-I on. J. Larcombe, lit PZJtl), in the absenc·~ 
of the Sccretan' for Public Lands (lion. J. H. 
Coync, 1Yarrcyo), replied-

.. 1 to 3. lHquiry is h~:ing 1nadP into 
the matter." 

ALLEGED IxQL-JRIE"i BY Go"' ERX~!E~..'"T r~To 
Pnn ATE ri.FF.IIR'' OF CERTAIX PVBLIC 
8 1i;.::.~VA?:~.t.S. 

Mr. KEHR (Enovvcra) asked the Prcmiu-
" 1. Is it a fact that the Government 

arc having inquiric'~ n1ade into tho priYatc 
affairs of certain publin scrvant3 who 
opeJ,ly opposed the application to the 
Arbitration Court for a r. duction of the 
basic 'vago? 

" 2. Are the members of the Criminal 
Invr;stigation Department being nscd 1n 
this connection, as the~· \YfTC used to 
invc,~igatc the affairs of the lead:·rs of 
pa.;:t unemployed demonstrations? 

'• 3. Aro these investigations being 1nadc 
with a vievv to securing ovidonC'e that may 
be used bv th- members of the Govern­
rnont's pa;ty, if opposed b.v any n1en1bors 
of the public service at the nc-..:t State 
L'lcctions ?" 

The PRE:\1IER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillayo') replied-

" 1. No. 
"2 and 3. ~eo an~v.f'r to ~~o. 1." 

ORDER:-; TO vvnrcH xo Rr.rrn~·s }L\D B:r:r::x 
)1ADE. 

The Clerk having read the "Liet of Orders 
to \V hi eh no returns had yet been n1ado,'' 

:\lr. 1\IORGAN (}~Iuri/la): I would like to 
ask the Pren1ier V\~ithout noticr-

~' \Vhen are we likely to get any infor· 
mation r •garding tho orders to w·hich no 
returns have yet be0n made?'' 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodorl', 
C'hillagor') replied-

·• I vill tnako inquiries." 

PAPER. 

Th( following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Stat -tnent concerning certain life assur· 
anco co1npanies. 
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SUPPLY. 
RESt:~.IP'.i'10~ OF CO~·Il.IITTEE-ELEYF.XTII 

_.'-\LLOTTED D.\Y. 
(.llr. Ii~:'rt. on, Brisbane, in tlu. chrur.) 

DEP)_TIL\IE~T OF PUBLIC \YOHKS. 

BUILDII\G'4. 

(~ucsficn stated-
(. That £95,000 be granted for ' Euild­

ings.' '' 

:>.Ir. J TI. C. ROBERTS (l'ittswort!t): I 
'\Lt9 on the (J.Ucsbou of day labour 
whc 1 fJu· inf·"i~ Y· as sw:;l~Cn(1t:d n~ half-pa t 
4. an(l I 1-raa quoting frorn a ncw:paper 
cutting in r•)ferenrc to (LJ.~r' laLot;_r at 
Bo\VC'll, Ulld to tho \Vily it <l'" c·asr!ecl out 
there by the sHpporter::J of the l.on. rnember 
for Bo1Yen. \-Ye wen~ told in that cutting 
that the: prjncipal :-:uffL'r\'1':-i iu connection 
1-vith the nr)thods adol1t•._,d in lo • ling torna-
toc::-> thn vvharf huup._•rs 1\Cl'C the \orkor3 
them cs. The hon. li "?:nb0e f0r Eo\ven 
noiutr:d out tha.t he had 1'0 tirnc.• for tho n1an 
~Yho was not dl-iciont, and he had no tiH10 for 
lhc man ':d1o vrould nc:!t \York. The hon. 
nlf'LlhPr wanful to kno-x what the b0s~es 
wcrP doing_· whell nwn '\' t'rC not do-il}Q' t.bcir 
"'\.VOl \r. I \•.~:t.1t to kno\v fJ'on:l the~ hon. 1;lcn1bcr 
for Bc\YCll vdwt lds elc{'tors W('l'O doing. 
'l'hc l· )n. 1ne1nber l-as often tol,l lF here 
about his ::..yn1path,v for the JHall \Yho pro~ 
1lucc s food,bf[,c.. Ho wanes the pc,)p[o to 
bclif've that he s_yrnpath:is'O& with the mr~n 
.on tht-~ land, ~_,et no :t·ernonstrancc was n1a:dc 
h,· t~w hon. ;~1unbcr for Bowcm or an\T other 
. hOu. lllCnlbcr cf the LaL'Hlr party regarding 
the d'l:- le~ 1Jour principle as carried out in 
Bowon. One of tho grO\·. er;-; \Yrote to the 
}h )Jl'l'S in Bov,:....n objccti1~g t0 th·~ ''go slow" 
pllnC'iple that \Yas adopted b.v the v. harf 
laLonrers at Eovven, and thi v. as al.;-.o 
brought under the notic,• of Senator Pearce, 
the Feder::l :\Iinist,-r for Defence. \Vhen 
thr•:- found out who thC' fruitgTo\\Cr \\·a~ \Vho 
''Tote to the paper, ihc vrharf hunpcr~ refused 
t,) loDd his fruit. Yet th0 hon. rnen1bcr for 
Bov;u1 tells n" t1rncs without nnrnber that 
he is n syn1p1.thi20r with the man on the 
l tnd. Tho tinH? i<J not far distan7 \Yhcn. 
if the hon. llH''nber h:e0v.:: on changing his 
yi(~,,-s as l1e does, we shall YPt SCf' hirn a 
memb0r of tho Queon,hnct Ciub. Tlw princ 
·ciplc of da:7 labour, wh1eh Senator Pcarce 
s nv in operation at Bo"'l."'en. is carri2d out 
"i.ll cmmC>ction with tho building of schools 
in tho country di~tricts. Hepeatf dly \VG see 
rncil cngagc·d ,1t work on country schools 
haYing to vndk si~: or seren n1ilcs to lncir 
work. The~.~ nwn naturally require to go 
ho1nc at tbo \VN .. 'l{ end, and in order to get 
110mo they have to walk f~x or ,,,p,·cn n1ilcs 
to the n~ ru·er,t railWfl.\' station. and then f.:O 

home. On the lvlonda'y 111or·1ing tll' ~, Eavo to 
g-r) :-even Injk, to get to thPir work a '';ajn, 
I s,::.y thnt that onlv inc:·r-arca. tlw cost of 
'Oll.r ~(~hoo];;;, It \V a~,. never brouQ'ht hon1c to 
1ne rr,cn·p than it vas nuite rf-'(·('.nth- n.hen 
I h~d certclin additio:Js ;nadc to my 'pri,·ate 
l'P -idcnc0. T had a building put up \\·hi eh 
"\YU~ rmL.idf~rably larger than nutny 5Chooh 
built in t':at district. I had it bnilt under 
the contrar~ sv~·tem. :tnd I g-ot. jt built for 
n little over , one-half of \\ch'lt it cost to 
<>rcct a Pehool 24 feet b,- 30 feet. 

Mr. IY. CooPER: State the amount that 
j- eo .t YOH to build it and we will see if 
it ccst ;~:ou oJcc-half. 

:VIr. J. H. C. ROBRRTS: I am cpite 
>Yilling to state the amount if it is of any 

intrrc .. ~t to the hon. InendJcr, but I do not 
think it is worth my while to btate it 

Go v ER!\ :~mKT 1\lE:.\IBERS : .. \h ~ 

:\lr. J. H. C. RODERTS: I will cimply 
sav that I had t\VO Luil~ings put up for 
'sJ1at i+: co:-3t lhc dcparLl!Cllt to pnt up a 
Bl·hool in rr1y electorate. 

}lr. lLnnLEY : Y on r·1L•au J ou had tvvo 
hun1pio3 put UIJ 

},fr .• J. J-I. C. ROBEHTS: I a~n not go111g 
to 1 "ft>r to lhen1 as hu npic-. at all. They 
drC not. RS big the n~om whicb 1h.._• hon. 
ntt'nrbL'l' for 1'it,zroy livt '• in, pt:rhap':i, ::tncl 
th: ~· an' not like this 1·cact~]L;_: Ch:.tnlbcr 

Lttff~\:~~l£r~l~:a1!1i~-?:r~·~c~\!~~ 1~l~e l;ol;~...-~l~~:~lC~~ 
for Fitzrov cloe~. I have not go~ a b_•autifnl 
lnterior !i'ke we have in th:s -AssCHlb~~\-. bnt 
I am quite happy in 1ny o~\ n horr1c. I say 
t l-~at the t'.'. o bui1dings .,\ere put up a11d 
th0v co5t cxa< dv the ,,<:Ul1C u;-; jt cost to put 
up a school in lny cle('t:n~:.tte. B.\ adopri~1g 
the day labrnu princip]e it ha,O) co6t the 
Govornmo:!:Jt a con:<.iclcrablc SlLn of 1noncy. 
1 fl :n quite in accord "\Ylth the hon. lllPinbcr 
for Bov, 011 in l1i~ rcn1ark8 in req-ard to 
f'lJDC'!.'Yj~ion. \Ye all know that in connection 
~T_,i~dl lJ'._Iildings in the larg('l' centre;, _of 
pcpnlation ,. i-tch as J3rj,,bane, ToO'' omn ~a, 
o;· \Var\v}c;k, .t~o SUl)ervision ls g.ooJ, hnt ;1o 
s.-.. J'!.l ~ ~UlH: l'VlSIOn c1nnot be g1v •. n to tnc 
wen. \nn·:\:ing 011 the srn •llor j )l::s 111 coun.tr< 
di, tri ts. The result ~s that \ c ar~ ha Ylt1g 

a large su!n of money ~pen'' ever::· year 
nPcdl{·-;;ly for \vhieh V\ e p;et no return . 
horJc th<~ ::\Iinister "'ill in the futuro nrgo 
uuon tht' p .. rt;· of whicb he a lllUHLcr, 
,;;d Lhe GJYC'rn'i11ent .in which he is a ~linis­
tcr, the :necc•::sity for rcconJid-:ring the d::ty 
lu bonr princivle as applioll t? ·,n1all counb~y 
schools. I run only app0ahng for a fan 
aNI reasouablP thing. \Yhy slwulcl the local 
rontractor~, ,,-ho arc emiuoui 1y fitted to carry 
out contracts, and \vlw arc pr0parcd ~o carr.v 
thcn1 out, be d ·,barrr:·d fron1 carr ·1ng out 
tbat \vork "\Yhcn they can do it at con:-;idt·l'­
ablv ]f~''.) cost than the dcyHlrhncnt ·: The 
con~dition appli~.1blo to th0 'york .carried 
out in the larger ~entrP'i of pnpulabon are 
infinitr•]v difft~rent frorr1 the roncl.!tions in the 
couutr)T. districts. I lift'~lH:cl to th0 
of thee hem. memlYr for Bcn·kc'. I 
a.; he bPlieves. that it is quHc an unrea ,<Hl­

al>le thing that children jn the e.auntry 
di,tricb 'hou!J b0 asked to walk SC'Yl'n or 

oig·ht miles to school. Why should the~· be 
a~ked to alk ':•CYCn or oig-ht n1ile3 tD srl1ool '! 
It is 11ot a reasonable proposition, and \ro 
rnust find tbe acconnrwdation ncce~~,,ary . to 
enable them to rcecive an cduration wl11c:h 
,vill permit th,~nl to eo;npeto succr .. s;-;fnlly 111 
life with th,, children erlurnLd in the lnrger 
centres of po')ulation. Hecently I heard 
the hon. me1nber for South Brisbnnc talking 
aUout the rcquiretncnts of a high s<:_hool 
on the other side of the rinr. and 1 do 
not bla1nc hirn for ~d \-or:l,ting its c1airn. 
I-Ie r<'ali~l)s. as I rcali-~0, that it is abFolutely 
nf'ccs:o;arv thnt. the rhildrf;n should ha\Te the 
b;')~t cdll( ation it is pm~siblc to ~iYe thcn1, 
and \VG ca~not cxpPct children who haYe tc:. 
vvr:lk six nriL ·.; to school in tlH' n:orning a·.r: 
R1x 111ilt;::, baek in the C\ cning- to h• i11 a 
~ondition to ahsor11 the kno'.dc<dgc ~;.,hi h tht:~ 
schoohnistr -..'.~ is able to in1p~.rt. 

:\Ir. IL-\UTLEY: And after hnYing- to mill-> 
tho cows too. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBEHTS: Tho helL mcnl· 
bcr is a. n1ember of a party who, knowing-

}jJr. J. H. C. Robcrts.] 
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probably that they haYe· to milk a few cows 
in tlw morning, nevertheless sa:·R, " Let them 
\Yalk six or seven milPs to school. It ,,,-ill 11ot 
hurt them." \V ill the hon. rnf'nilwr '"a.' that ·it 
hk<>s more Ollt of the children to milk half 
a dozen CO\YS than it dotls to walk six n1iles to 
kchool '! Not on his life, nor could he prove 
it if he did. Rather than interject the hon. 
member would be well advised to keep quiet. 
Thl' clcprntnwnt must realise before it is too 
late that the schooling of the country children 
rr1ust receive far greater consideration than 
in the past. In Brisbane we probably find 
two or three other mcn1bers acting in con­
junction with ihe hon. member for South 
Brisbane in adYoc:~ting the same thing, be­
cause they are all more or less interested in 
the children attending the school in the 
electorate of that hon. rr. mrlwr; but in the 
country electorates each member has to fight 
hi·, own battle. Tf I want an:·thing- in n1y 
electorate, or if the hon. member for Bowen 
wants anything in his constituency, '"e have 
to fight our own battles, and consequently, 
"\Vhih:t we may be getting f::~,ir and rcac,_vnablo 
treatment. it is ,-cry difficult to put our rase 
a·• strongly as the hon. rrwrnbcr for South 
Brisbuno and two or three members of 
adjoining electorates can rmt their case. I 
know ihat the Department of Pubhc Instruc­
tion is going strong for n1any projf'C'ts in 
which I believe, and I sincere!,- hope that 
the Department of Public \\T orks will realise 
the stat" of the schools in the COtE1tn- dis­
tricts. and that the Minister during the "rece•·s 
will .!Jow that he recognises his duty to tr•n·el 
in the country districts in order ta get first­
hand information. 

Kow I an1 going to be paroehial. So1ne 
liitlc time ago I made application to the 
Home Secreta.ry's Department for < decent 
C"JUrthonse and police barracks at Mill­
nwrran. and I was told that no moncv was 
aYailabl~. IIowevcr. aftPr u good d{:al of 
talking with the Homo Secretary. he agreed 
that, if a rcsid<mt of the district would put 
up a honse suitable for police barracks and 
officeF> and police court, he wonld pay 'the 
1"'-'Dt for four or fivo voar~. l\.11lhnorran is a 
gro\ving district and 'is going to be a fairly 
big township. and the accon1rnodat:on there 
had been the subject of complaint on more 
than onP occasion b:v., the police lnagisb·at.c 
who trit'S C'asos in that C(:ntrc. To-dav \VC 
have better conditions, but that i' not du·· 
t"') any action of the Deparhn{'nt C1f Public 
\Yorks. bnt becau'c one of the residents of 
the district built quarter' suit' b!c for the 
purposr. 

I look forward to the time when the 
::\Iinister in charg" of th< se E,timates will 
make a name for himseif by taking in lumcl 
the remodelling and rebuilding of many of 
0ur country schaols. I think that £76,000 
WflS spent last year on public building of 
this kind, of which £34,000 ''as spent in 
counl r~v districts. 

:\1r. GLEDSON: £37,000. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I thank the hon. 
n1cn1Ler for the corref'tion. If we a ro not 
going to have more than £76.000 spent this 
year on ou1· schools, then when \VC get on 
that side of the House-which is not going 
to be Yery long-we arc going to have a 
l<·,sacy from this GoYernmmrt which \vi!l be 
wors:~ than any legacy tlH':V ro<'eiYed from 
the Gm·ernmont they succeeded. The putting 
of our country schools in better condition 
requires the thought of a sta,tcsman, and I 

[Mr. ,7, IL C. Roberts. 

believe the Secretary for Public \Yorks mi~ht 
make a name for himself if he took the thmg 
in hand now and did not let it go on for the 
next two or three years, only to find that, 
whereas many of the buildings which to-clay 
wuld be put in order for £100, they will 
then ha ye to be rebuilt entirelv at a cost to 
the State? of anything from £500 to £600. In 
conclusion, I repeat that I have received 
reasonr.blc consideration at the hands of the 
Secretarv for Public vVorks and the Sccrctarv 
for Pubiic Instruction simply because I have 
put thPm ane against the other and then 
in ·istcd upon getting whatever ono will give 
me. 

J\11'. COLLIXS (Bowen): The hon. member· 
has gone out of his "·ay to make a. cowardly 
attack on men who are not here to defend 
them,;elves. As the r·enroscntaiivc of the 
BoY:cn waterside workei:·s, Df whom I an1 
very proud, I take the opportunity to reply 
to that attack. The hon. member gave m 
a quotation from a ncvrspapPr of "ornething 
which Senator Pca,rC'e is supposed to have 
6aid about their "going slo\v. 1

' At. the Un1c 
I rep lied thrmwh thc Pro.'R to Senatm· 
Pcaree. At that' tin1e thcv v:crc handljng 
fruit particularly, and the hon. mernbe~· fm· 
\Yindwr and the hon. member fm· Buhmba 
know that it would be anite easy for them 
to destroy that fruit by rushing a,nd dumping 
do,,·n the caseo and breaking th(•m. Quite 
rc0enth· I sa"- that comnlaints had been made 
ab-;,ut ·the condition ·in which fruit had 
reached Svdnev · but thc,-.e waterside workcn 
had due regarc! to the interests of the workers 
on the land and handled tho fruit in the 
wav in which it should be handlerl. The hon. 
rne'inbcr said that some farmer had com­
plained about the way in \\ hich his fruit had 
been handled but I would like to tell hrm that 
there is n1orc' than one farn1er or fruit.grower 

in and around Bowen. Consider­
[5 11.m.] ing that from 1st July, 1921, to 

30th June, 1922, owr 150,000 ca.ce 
were ~hipped from Bo,,~cn and I heard no 
complaints about the Flow mdhods of !.he 
''"aterside \VorkPrs at BovYf'n 111 connectiOn 
with their handlinrr of that fruit. it doe, not 
do credit to the hon~ memlwr for Pitbworth to 
m a kc the same kind of cov,-arc11y attack as 
was made bv Senator Pearce. The water>idc 
workNs knew Senator Pearcc when he be­
longed to lhc Labour party, and I have no 
doubt that the,· resentr•cl very much the 
action taken b·.· him in deserting the Labom· 
part)~ and joir{ing the ~ationalis,t, party, K,c;­
doubt when t!wv saw h1n1. thcv threw off 
at hi~ a bit. I suppose hP w"as sitting in a 
deck cha.ir looking do"·n upon the men w~o 
made it possible for him to occupy that charr. 
Ho ought to haYe been ashamed of him~elf 
to make an attack upon rncn \vho arc doing 
such useful work as is being done by the 
\Yater,ide workers at Bowen. The watersrde 
workers at Bowen have the confidence of th<:c 
farmers round about Bo"·cm. They handle 
not onlv the fruit grov:n by the farm:rs 
round about Bowen, but all the sugar whrch 
i~ grown on the Inkennan E~tatc .. and r that 
which cr,mes from the Proserpme J\1,11. rhe,· 
rlo work which is a credit not only to Bowen 
but to the whole of Queensland. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Kananqo): On every 
occasion this vote is the subject of a good 
deal of comment. The Minister-who at one 
time I believe ,. as a contractor-himself 
recogmsce that 'tho time has come, particu­
larly in country di~tricts, w~en the contract 
system should be grven a, tnal. In number;; 
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of cases the men on the land-returned 
soldiers in some instances-could put up 
schools if we allowed them the opportunity 
of building the schools on contract. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: Give them the opportunity 
to practise? 

Mr. ED\VARDS: H is not a matter of 
their getting practice. They are as good 
carpcuters as you can pick up anyVv'hcre. 
Government members a.re continually talkillg 
about contractors sweating thrir men. That 
does not enter into this question. These 
settlers would be onlv too pleased to take a 
contract to build these schools. I maintain 
they c;mld be built at a great deal less cost 
than 1s the case to-day. The day-labour 
system is largely responsible for the deplor­
able condition into which the \Vorks Depart­
ment has got in connection with the build­
ing of country schools. I have hero a letter 
from the secretary of a school committee 
relating an experience that is typical of 
many that come under my notice in different 
country districts-

" For a number of years the committee 
has been asking the Education Depart­
ment to build a now school at Meme­
rambi. \Ve have had promises at times. 
but it has always stopped at that. 

" \V e would like your valuable a'"Bist­
ance in this matter. If the Minister 
were coming to this district shortly we 
could arrange a ·deputation, or perhaps 
a personal interview on your part might 
do some good. 

" The school has been built about 
twenty years. The \\ails arc hardwood 
weatherboards, undressed, and the wind 
simply whistles through them. The roof 
is leaky. and when it rains there is not 
a dry inch in the school. 

"There arc fifty children attending at 
present.'' 

Hon. W. FoRGAK SmTH : How ·did you per­
suade a clerk in the Department of Public 
Instruction to give you a copy of certain 
papers? 

Mr. EDWARDS: I challenge the Minister 
to correct that statement. I say that it is 
not correct. 

Hon. IV. FORGAN SMITH : Didn't you go to 
11r. Vizer one day when he "as dealing with 
certain recommendations of his department 
1o n1ino nud :1sk hi1n for n copy ('f them.·: 
And \Ylwn hP refused to ·do it you ,~aid, '' You 
might as well give me them, because I will 
g·et them. anyhow." Then you asked a ques­
tion in the House about it. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : I say without any hesi­
tation that that is not correct. 

Hon. \V. FORGA;:>; SMITH: It is correct. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: It is not correct. The 
Minister is only inventing that to try and 
stop me in this House. On every occasion 
on which I have risen in connection with thi> 
vote he has given one of those " soap-box" 
speeches of his afterwards. I am going to 
make him give another to-da:: before I finish 
with this. I have the greatest respect for 
the officers of the Department of Public 
Instruction. I have so much respect for the 
Minister in that department that I would not 
attempt to ·do a thing like that. I know 
that the information would not be given to 
me, and I would not ask for it. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN SMITH: You asked for 
it. all right. 

?vir. EDWARDS: I never did. We have 
had promises made at times that the work 
would be done, but it has always stopped at 
that. The \Vorlcs Department is getting so 
far behind that it will be im(JO'.lible lo 
catch un unless the matter i•, taken in hand 
scriouslv and at once. For years past many 
schools "in mv district have been asking con­
tinuallv for" repairs. Certain districts arP 
advanc"ing rapidly, and education is. required 
for thl\ children of the people. Th1s 1s par­
ticularly so on soldier settlements. Take the 
case of the Burrandowan school for the chil­
dren of the soldier settlers. At the end of 
last year that work was rccommendc>d by the 
\Vorks Department but I do not thmk that 
the school has been' started. Children in the 
citv have such facilities for travelling that 
th~y can g·et about and receive education 
without very great difficulty; if thc7 cannot 
get it at one end of the city, they can. go. to 
t'hc other end. In many country d1str10ts 
the parents of the chiJ.dren arc simply driven 
away to other districts. because they cannot 
get the education their children require. .The 
day-labour system is not solely respons1ble. 
There must be co-operatwn between the 
Department of Public Instruction and !he 
Department of Public Works m conn.ec:twn 
with this matter. Even after the Munster 
has recommended that certain works be car­
ried out, sometimes months elapse befm:e 
the work is put under way .. \V.hen work IS 

recommended in a country d1strwt 1t should 
be carried out at once. Hon. members must 
realise that, when children at the age. of 
ten or twelvP years lose a year's cducatwn, 
their education is practically ruined. Parents 
went with their children to the Burran­
dowan district. and they have advocated th: 
building of a school ever ~mce they wenc 
there. I£ it was not for th1s red-tape day­
labour system the department could say . to 
the men in the district, " Gn-e us a pncc 
for putting up a school," and the men would 
be able to put up that school at a Yery low 
cost. 

::\[r. HARTLEY: A bark humpy. 

:\lr EDV{ARDS: There are ju·t as good 
rr1~n ·reared and educated jn a bark hun1py 
as the hon. member. 

Mr H ·•HTLEY: That is no argument why 
th~T/ ·should continue to erect bark hnrnp1cs. 

l\~r. EDW ARDS: It is bctte1· that _ehildrcn 
shoulc1 be educated in bark hur,r:plCil than 
that they should receive no cduc:nwn at all. 

::\fr. HARTLEY: I am talking about pnthng 
up bark humpic<s for school'. 

:\Jr. ED\VAlUlS: There is no such thing 
"' bark humpics for schools. 

l\lr. HAHTLEY : There used to be under 
your Govcrnrnent. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Unfortunatdy. I have 
nenT had a Gm·ernment. I hope that ·,vhen 
I am sitting behind a Governmc,nt I shall 
bo able to help to carry out the work. of 
educating the chjldren in country d1stncts 
a bit better than this Govern:n~nt ha;-o 
done. I am sure that the l\im1ster w1ll 
agrc0 that there hlJ;s not been the amo;l.nt 
svcnt in country (hstncts by tlns Go' E 1 n­
mcnt that as spent by past Govcrnmen!s. 
All the schools in my district. ':"ere bmlt 
by pn.st Governments. The l\1:mster must 
know that it is necc ssary to contmue to c1~e9t 
new schools and to repair the old ones. Ne 
know that in many instances the teachers 
cannot get a place to reside in, and some 

1!1r. Edward::;.l 
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teach 1 . 1L ve to trnvel f'!x or ~")Yf'U n1ilt , every 
ntol'niug to .school. That state of affair;:, 
,lwuld not m:i3t. I know of district, whero 
the people ha vo ad voca tcd the building of 
teacher~' re'3idcnccs for years past, and they 
haYo <tlwrrvs been told th>tt it was no use: 
ad\·ocati11g~ that, botA:Ln:;:e the \York would not 
IJ,~ (arricc1 out. Thr,~,· "\\·ere told that the 
work of constructing schools was too tar 
behind. 

;'\lr. \Y. CooPER: Quite right. 

:\Ir. EDI'LU~DS: Does that not pro.-e 
that jt is neccs~·ar:~ for the departrnent to 
:,hake itself up and pnt in hand the v:ork 
o{ bnilcll_;_1g nevv schoo15 and r2pairing old 
oncfl? I l>lio\-c the Secretary for Public 
In--.;truction is ahvays 8'"111 pat hctic. 

The ClL\IR\LA:';": ~iight I SLlggcst to the 
hon. nlCrnber that ho ·cLfer his remarks on 
that. rnatter uutil tho Cornrnittcc reached tho 
:D>:tirnah•" in connection ·"t·ith the Dcparhnent 
of Public Instruction? 

2\lr. ED\YARDS: I believe th<1t the Secrc­
tan- fm Public In ctruction has got 1he 
iutcrc<t' of the children at heart, and that 
Le n1ak~._'s every effort to ha\ e tho sehools 
conlplcted. In the diffl!rcnt distric.t::l ho has 
YisiteJ he has rcconnnendcd 1n m:1.ny 
]n;-;tan· that the ,.HJl·k be carried out, but 
tbcrL' ah\ a.-::; seems to bp sornc trouble \Yith 
th(' .Denar{rnen; of Public V\~orks. rrhey do 
l!Ot soc;u to be able to get the v,:ork in hand 
itl a way to cope with the odnccttion,tl 
f<~cilities ref)uirecl by children in the country 
di~trict~. 

1Ir. DASH: The delegation was responsible 
f(;r that. 

~1 '· ED\VARDS: If there ever wa" a 
thrutclbare and old suggeotion, it is the •ug­
t_.<>t.iLil about the delegation. Anyone vvith 
any " top-picc~ " at all would look for some­
thing nLv.. If the ~t1inister requires any 
further proof of the want of buildings, I 
shall !Jc pleased to supply it. 

Ho;,. \Y. FORGAN S;lllTH : It is not a fjUCS­
tloll ot nroof; it i.:; a quc:3tion of funds. \V o 
'an on!\: spencl the hmds allo•.•;cd. l do not 
intr·lHl 1-o exceed the Estin1ate-;, 

:\lr, EllvVARDS: I am ,-ery pleased the 
=,[iuiot' r has stated thut. Does he think that 
it is f;:jr, when we can gel schools built at 
a lowl'l' co~t ihan they nro built by the 
dopart!1~Cll1"·, that he t.hould stick hard 'ind 
LJ",G to the policy of day laLour when 
ir~sufficient fu.nds arc available? 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN S:\IITH: The buildings 
coulJ not bo construct/•d in the ::,an1o wa v at 
a lo\\'Cl' eo t. ' 

ED\Y ARDS: Thov coulcl. IV ould it 
not bettN to stretch 'the matt-er a little 
in tlw iutowst of the children of this State? 

1.1r. \rrxsTAXLEY: And sacrifice quality for 
quantity. 

~Ir. l\looRE: Xonsense! 

:\Ir. EDWARDS: Ail tho suggestions and 
lnsir.uations aLout contrcwtor.:.. being rlis­
hone:st flwuld be cut out. I ::un sati-Jicd that 
nf''lrl.-.- evcr.y contractor, particularly thoso 
iu thP carpentering lino ,~, ho are able to 
build country schools, \1-,.rc at one ti1ne 
wod{ing n1en. ::\o one \Vould be correc~ in 
sa:·illg that the:c are diohoneJt, They will 
c~UT.Y oat the v.-ork accrJrJing to e.pecifira~ 
Conf', and if they do not, it is easy for the 
n11ni.-tt~r to C0!11pCl them to do f:O. 

Mr. \V .. COOPER: It is not eas;,-. 

~ilf r. Eduard,_ 

::.\Ir. ED\YAl~DS: Th.,_ hon. rne1nbcr SC'(>lll~ 
t J know a good Jral :1 bout it. He n1u t 
have Eonw insight into tht rnatter. 

Hon. \V. Feme \X S:\H'l'H: Did the hon. 
nwmber sco what tho Hctropolitan \Vn,tcr 
and Sewerage Board engineer s?-icl about the 
matter? He ,,aid that if the jllpes were vut 
down under c_mtLlCL h<: Y onk1 r{:quirt; an 
:inspector nt each joint. 

l\Ir. ED\Y ATIDS : Ho has a, ver? poor 
opinion of nuutkind. 

Idr. HARTLEY: H+ has a ycry keen kno\v­
ledgP oi nutnkind. 

lion. \;",~. FORG,\~ S:\IlTH : IIc i, a very 
( apable engineer. 

0.IL ED\.Y" AHDS: He pos:c;;e~sc~ an incorrect 
itnpression. Bnt that matter is altogether 
di(l'crent from building countn· schools. _\ 
n1an in the c ;untr-.' di,--tricts rnight have a 
ho wlling- plant, a1~d he io ablP to saw hi; 
own timbt'l' and pnt thP school up. It is 
t:n,s.v to in'--Pef't thP building to see that it is 
con.,tructPd nccordins- the specifications. 
I hope that tlF' ~\Tinistcr \vill not allow· the 
children to lack educational facilities for 1.hu 
sake of the hard-and-Lt' t poli"y o£ thy 
labour again ·t the cot:tr<:ct s:,·stcm. fie 
knowf:i that schools ,yj]] be er,_ eted in half 
the til!tc under the ·contrnt, S.) 3terrl. I have 
bct~n a Lnntra ··tor rn v:,elf, and I kno1v smnc-
tbillg about it. ~ 

J\h. \\'. CooPER: Ah ~ I thought there 
~. as ~omething behind it. 

J\lr. ED\YATIDS: At one time I wa. prc­
pan•d t·o J)Ut up a fence against any rnan 
\\ ithin 7n Iniles of rny district. 

Hon. 'vY. FORG.IN S1nTH: 'l'hc small con­
tructor ~tarts work Yf'r. oarlv 1n the 
111orni.1g. IIc Joes not wOrk an· eight~hour 
day. 

:\Jr. EDW ARDS: Exact] c-. Does not the 
3.Iinistcr no1v fH'oYo that it v:ould be better. 
iu the interests of the children and the people 
i11 the conntrv districts, that- thev sboL!ld be 
givC'n an tJpp()rtuuity to Prect scilool,,? 

Ilon. \V. FORG.\~ SJ.IITH: \Ye believe in 
\\·orking an eight-hour day anJ paying a'\Ltrd 
rates. 

l\Ir. EDWARDS: That is all right, but 
tr1 establi~h a hanl-and-f~;:.;t 1 ult: bk.:- that 
i:~ carrying it too far. \T cry often rnen are 
sent hundreds of miles to do a emali job, 
whr'n nH'n could be obt,aincd in the loeali ty 
to do the work; but they do not get the 
work beca1..1so tho:y do not belong to a union, 
or comt>thing like that. That is oan·ying 
the thing too far. Anything at all would 
b,, hotter than allowing our boys and girls in 
country districts to go without education. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S1ITTB: As I 'stated this 
nwrning. I gave instructions two years ago, 
in C'onncC'tion ·with Pmall jobs in remote dis­
tricts. that if the local school committees 
vYill gt'l- the work done- w2 will giye rhc-n1 
authority to .do it. 

Mr. ED\YARDS: T am plcaHJd that the 
2\Iinish·r has realised thot it i- necessary. 
under ccrtoin conditions, to huve the work 
dn!le by contract. I ajlpcal to hon. members 
sitting b0hind the Gm ornment to de some­
thing for the children in the backblocks. 

:\Ir. Cou .. r:~s: :{ ou do not repres0nt the 
backblockcs. Th0 backb1ocks arc representecl 
by rnem bcrs on this sid(:, 

i\Tr. EDWARDS: H the hon. member 
come-s to my clectorat"'. l will guarantee to 
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1ose hitn in tvvcnty~four hours, and he Yrill 
never be found a.gain unlc"s he is found b:,· 
tbr, Lubonr party. Once again, I appeal to 
hon. n1omburs ovpo~ite to do smnething for 
rh~~ rhi1drcn in country distrirts. and by 
doing so they will be rr?>isting- to keep the 
parents on tlY land, and thereb.:,, helping to 
develop the Stab•, and it needs developing 
Yery badly. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Pit70lJ): It ce1·tainlv 
n1akc~ one smile to hear th~ con1plaints fro~ 
t!w Opposition benches abont th•: school 
aeC'on1modation that is provided now. 
EH•rybody. know·s. that the nerlect of pre­
Y:o~lS Adn1m1s~rahon~ 1n the matter uf pro~ 
nd1ng 2chools 1n outs1de arcai3 was notorious. 
lq Bri-sbane areas like \Vincl~or and ~ome of 
those places. they ccrtainlv bnilt fine 
palatial schools) but 1 do n~ot think any 
UoYe-rnmPnt in Au ·tralia so ncv.lected the 
nut:::;idr- arC'a in the rn<1ttcr of scliool ac-com­
modat1on as rho Denharn GoYorninent and 
previotb Adnlinistl·ation~. As rcr;ards tlw 
complaints nbout the cli~tanccs ·which chil­
d_ren have to . t_n; vel.r to 6chool_ being g_rea t, 
\\hero the f~C'Ibhe<;!. 10r attcnthng school are 
fen', _thcrt• l'3 no g~·eatcr oxn.n1plc of that 
tha.n 1s to be found in some of the Northern 
·elcdorat?s reprcsL;Itcd b-.- m0rnbers on this 
,,idc. Take the electorate of the hon. mem­
bc;· for Gregory, or tlw electorate of the 
hon. membr ,. for Burkc. Y<Ju could put 
half a dozen of these so-call2d " cocky " 
electorates into those electorates. 

Mr. T. R. RoBEUTS: The members for 
those constituencies have said that they have 
done Yer;· v;ell. 

Mr. BARTLEY: Thee· have done very 
\\'ell because of their owr. keenness and their 
.. n efforts. Thev ha Ye done verv well 
\'lthout th0 assistance of the depa.;.tment. 
:\lt~ot!gh the department has given more 
tariht~Ies !han wct·o gi\lell in the 11ast, the 
men 111 .:2\orth Queensland, and the nwn in 
the• out',Ido areas in Ce10tral Queensland, had 
snffic1ent mttre't 1n their children, and were 
"'uffic1cntly gcnerGus and brond~mindod to 
provide school fiJ.cilitios long before it was 
n,·cc-co&ry for tlns Government to put their 
poliry in_to force. rr.he trouble is that the 
·· coy;-~ 'Jf·k~'" \Yants. a school put up rig·ht 
·;~ur:.;r h1s cow-had) so :-h·tt, ,~-h~n hif3 

chddren have finished milking the cow,;, 
il~e{' can go to. the school, and so comply 
w1tn the prov1s1ons of the EducaUon Act. 
I ,?o not suppose that even that would 
,oahsfy s0mc of t.he constituents of hon 
n;ombcrs opp.osite, b:tt, fortunate-ly, that 
{·1ass of man Is becoining fe,ver. 

l\Ir. ~IOORE: I-Io does not exist at aJI, 
f'xccpt In your inw.gination. 

. 1·fr. 1--:IARTLEY: I will givo a specific 
Instance to sho>c· that he does exict. The 
hon. nwn1ber for Pi ttgworth is one, and the 
.hon. member for :\anango is another. who 
na YC ccn111laJnCd aLou..:; the dii:-- UJlCC:s ch.iklrPn 
have to wa.lk to schcol. That is not the 
trnublc. T,hc:.· are not worrving thcn1selves 
:tbout th-: youngster tiring himself too much 
by ~,\ alking the::;e long Jistances. In most 
?f the cocmtry di-.tricts to-da:;· the youngsters 
naY{? a pony or a sulkv. The fatbcr i", in a 
sufficicutly good position under this Govern­
n:ent to afford these things, and to enable 
hB chddren to ride to school: but I know 
there aro son1o 1nembors opposite and some 
people in the country, who ob{<"t to t.he 
:time it takes a child to go to school, because 

it rnP.1ns he must be withdra >Yn from hi;; 
work either in the dairy or in t.he c'Dw-yard. 

J'.lr. VowLES: Do those men own motor­
cars? 

?vlr. ~'vlOORE : The farmers ha vo to vvork 
their chiidren to the bone m order to make 
a living now. 

;:11r. HARTLEY: Does the hon. member 
S3.y that, in spite of the fact that the Tory 
Uo,~ernmont ,, era in 11ower for so 1nany 
,Year.-5, the farn1ers have to work their 
.. kiddies " to the bone in ordt-r to rnake a 
I iving? That js a very :38Yt:l'C' } il:cl on the 
men the hon. member represents. If the 
bon. rncrnbor thinks there is nothing better 
for thc1n than "cockying" and cu1·, -L rL_,ing 
on thoj,_: linc"l, and he the 1nanager of a 
couple of c,hcesc factories. then the eooner 
h~) tells thPm to haYo nothing to do with 
CO\YS the better. 

:\fr. MooRE: I will tell thc'l11 that if you 
cor::.tinuo ia povvcr much longer. 

JI.Ir. HARTLEY: This is an instance that 
I came in contact ,, ith myself. At one 
time I had a very small business as a work­
ing engineer, and I had a few agencies. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: A rnidd!ema.n? (Laughter.) 

Mr. HARTLEY: Yes, ' middleman. I 
was trying to fight the· Lig bosses on the 
other side. They pretty well had me black­
listed in Rockhampton, and they fetched 
men frorrl as far a\vay ~~- S::~dncy \Vith far 
!cs3 cap'l bilitics than l had to do jobs in 
Rockh~mpton. in order to keep mo out. I 
r!o not take ba.ck anything I did against the 
capitalistic crowd, and I do not cry out 
at anything they got on n1e, because I 
always got double back on them. But at 
this time I had got to the pass that I thought 
my only hope was to battle out for myself, 
and I worked a few agencies. One of them 
\'as an agency for the sa1e of milking 
machim,s. In order to do business I 
travelled in the country a bit. and on one 
occasion I cJmc to a farm that looked fairly 
prosperous. r:l1hero ·was a fair house, the 
,·ards were all right, tl10rc 'iOCmed a fair 
number of cows about, and it looked like a. 
pla.e:: vd1Pre I could do bn• inC"-S: so I went­
up to the door and knocked, and a woman 
r'lnle out. V\t.,.e com1nencrd a. conversation. 
'I'hls \Yonld b:' about a uuar' I.' I' t:) 9. T 
<'L'3h:cd the '"'JlTian if there ,,:as anv chance of 
s•cing her husband, as I was travelling for 
Yarious farming implements, and \vould like 
to sell him a milking machine. She said I 
could not do anv busine's with them in 
n1ilking 1nachincS. ":How is that?" I 
asked. '' You appear to have a good 
nuntbcr of cows." She said, "Yes, we are 
milkiJJg njnf'tT,· cOl' J." I :,aid. ·• It, \-YiJi i1C' of 
great a.dvant8.g-e to yotl to have a 1nilking 
1nachinc." She sairl) "\Ye do not need a 
milking machine. as -,,·c haye yery much 
better machines than you can sell." I said. 
'• \Vhnt 1nake of machines ha.Yo you?" She 
~aid, "rrh('SC are our machine<" pointing 
ti1 the youngsters in the roo1n. There "\Vore 
four ot· five youngsters in the room, from 
"bout 3 feet 6 inch"' high to 5 feet high, 
ttnd from about five years old up to nine 
.vears of age. The \vop-· an said, " They aro 
far better milking machineB than any you 
have got." (Op]JOsition lQLlghter.) She then 
turned to the second Young~ter and said, 
" She is the best milker. and she milks 
fourb)on cows before breakfast." I asked, 
"\Yhat are they going to do now?" She 

Jlr. Hartlcu.] 
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sa.id, "They are going to school no1.v." A 
couple of miles' walk tc school would not 
have been bad for tho,. youngsters if they 
had not been up two or three hours in the 
early morning milking those ninety cows 
before breakfast. One of the big complaints 
that. these men have against t,his Govern~ 
ment with regard to school buildings is 

t:J Roc1d1'1,Wp!on, thc-n• \Y:lS a lighter sc·rvjec 
down t~tc nver. The vvatiCl'bidP \Vorkers 
were ]'ir-kPd up on the wharf. They went 
do\rn in the }jghter. They were paid f~H' 
one trin~cithor the tr1p do\Vll Dr tl1e trip 
bad:;::~but onlv one If the stcarner 

<a used by those conditions. They practic­
ally w~nt the school6 to be put up against 
the eo', -LJails. so that the youngster:-~ can 
go from the cow-yard into the school. 

The hon. :n1crnbcr for PitLworth ~::till that 
he had built two houses which only cost 
as much as one school in l1is district. \\'hat 
sort of an cx8 mple is that to give'? \Ye 
ha ye no idea \vhat sort of hou'"c:'3 thcv '·~ere. 
They might have been burnpies. Y'/c have 
no idc< of thP class of labourer cqnployPd 
upon th< m-whether they we're built by 
ChinanlCn, blackfellows~ tradcsnwn, or 
unionist<:: or whether the union rate of y, a o·cs 

' y. as paid. ~\n cxar:nplc like that. 
[5.30 p.m.] erumot be. i nk<"n seriou,ly by 

tbe Committee. Tho hem. mem­
ber also went astray in talking· n,bout tho 
cost of eyerything. He said that the labour 
rost i,; so bigh that buildings cannot be put 
U[l in the way they ought to be. He 
instlJlccd the case of the •atersidc' ·workers 
at Bo>cen. As the hon. member for Bowen 
poin: d out, the hon. nwmb0r for Pitts\vorth 
has forgotten that the question u£ Jabo:u~ 
}., not n_ow in the hands of the big shipping 
companH:s, and other fac·tor-, lH.tYe cotnf' in. 
Bettrr ronditions haye been denHUlflecL The 
IEain object of shipping gooJ;;; j;3 110~ to 
giYC' profits to f-hipping con11Ht~1ies, bul. to 
get goods to 111arkct in a lJrOpCi' COltdit:on 
and fit for sale, so that thP produc·-r!'" call. 
get full value for their Jabom. Th,lt cliJ 
not use to be the incpntiYc Lefore t},is 
UoY(rl"'l1ll1Cllt can1c into power. I reinernbc:r 
the loading of bananas b~,~ th( use of 
hrpaulin slings in the c;lct dac:s. They simply 
el~ucknd the bauanas lH and hea \·ed thcrn 
np. They se11t the sling down into the hoirl 
and, v:hen it was corniu~~ up. one side of th(! 
fling would Le let ~o and tlH~ whole lot 
\',ould fall down, with the result thflt sr 
per cent. of the bananas were destroyed bv the 
time they got into tho ship's hold. I ·have 
\nttchcd then1 loading tornatoes at Bowen, 
and contrasted the conditions with the load­
ing of fruit in the way it used to be done 
in the :\'orth. At one time thcv would con­
strue! a ·wooden chute, and the~ mnn in u.1·e 
dray would throw the cas<'', either of bananas 
or orange:', on to tho top of tho chute-it was 
;;:ornt'tin11'"5 'a g;angway or a flat board~and, 
if they fell off the side and >vcre broken 
to ])ieces. it did not 1nattcr; tlh~ grower 
got, no compnnsation. 1'hnt is the l'casDn \Yhy 
the ft'uit is handled at Bowen so ca.cf:fui~v 
at the present tj1ne. 'Yhat ilw hon. mc1nhP,r 
for Pitts\\'Orth has not n1cntlo_}c•d is that, 
tht:o offi< rrs of the cruiser '' 11e1bourne" 
testiflfd that that boat was lo"d"cl with coal 
in rPcord time at BmYen. Put ih, t up 
r~~ain t the datc.ncnt of "tTemima ') Pearce 
with regard to tho waterside vvork• rs and 
scn who is likely to he bclicYecl--tho rnan 
who is responsible for the loacling of the 
"J\1dbournf'," or " J omin1a" Pearce Yrbo 
sat in hi, chair and watch0d tbe loading. 
Then let u~ consider whether the cost of 
work has increased bevond bounds, and 
whether the falsel.v ~!!eKed " go-slow " 
rncthocls of the unionists arn affecting the 
position at all. In the old da·cs "~.h0n 
they used to take timber a ':Id other Inaterial 

[31r. Hartley. 

was del a:, ed in getting the Re:> for half 
a day, or if they had \o come back -,nthout 
loading the ship at all. th<'y v.ere not palCl 
for the i en or twelve hours \Yasted 1n the 
J},·v. It is that state of thiug~ which ha 
led. to the conditions YlO\Y in1posud by the 
uuion1' t:.l in order tlwt they n1ay have a 
fair deal. They should be paid frmn the 
tin1e the~,~ leave their place or reach the S1up 

to do work for their emplo0'ers. 

I wish to speak about the itrn1 in con­
ncrtion with the rarllarncntary Btuldings. I 
had the priYilege thP other cbc', at tlH• 
invitation of :Miss Marshal!, the. managcre;,e 
of the refrcshnH.'nt-roo~n, of gon1g through 
1 he kitrhciJ and pantry up:=:t1irs. l rongratu­
late thP department on tlu~ ..-cr.v f-in0 nevv 
cooking range that has bc5~n put thr;c. Of 
C'our~c. a n1an's proYiliCO dot_:;; not ex .end to 
the kit<:hcn-that is a l1lac:' l1c g~ neral\y 
h'ep; ont of. (Lau,,·hter.) 

Mr. :YiooRE: The supply of hot ,,.~·<·'r cloP' 
not sccn1 to b0 good. SOJnebody :;.cPnlS t .) 

haY<' made a mistake. 
:Ylr. HARTLEY: If a man >nts l'lllployell 

who undcr:-,tood the use of the aplwratu.s i~ 
would be a very handy thing, but .it is. a httle 
bit ahPad of v;hat th<'y reqmrc m thJS 
building. 

J\1r. ~1ooRE: T.hcy carnwt get the hot 
vvat£>r. 

:\h. HA.RTL:EY: Anyone >Yho under' tand 
the arrangcrncnt can got hot ·water. I an1 
uf opinion that in installi11g the hot-water 
heater and stean1 cooker they have over­
looked the fact thai it is a stertw boiler. 
und anything that carric's a. pres:;;urc o~ 20 
!b to the squaro inch requues a quahfi~d 
attendant. It is not an apparatus that shomd 
be looked after by female' or an or elm a ry 
housekeeper, unlE"··s they ha YC hP cl a quabfy­
iag eour:;..e in rt boilPr attendant's dnues. It 
i;-: rmnarkable that the attclJdnnts vvcrP 
required for such a ]cng tin1c t? do dut:v 
,,·ith the old rang'C.- 'There ls still rnon1 for 
improvctncnt. The sink? i.n. tho kitchen and 
the \Vash-Ul) roon1 adJorn1 ng ar.: . n1cr~ly 
wooden trouo-hs lined with r.inc. It IS qmto 
tinw the Go~·ernn1ent realised that it vvoul(! 
sa:n: htbour by provjdi11g up-to-date- cr•nrnci 
f:inks. The ~finister rnight take thnt 1na.t"-0r 
into consid~~ration and haY·: cnan~el :3Jnk" 
install('d. The next thing I \Vuut to refer 
t:1 is th0 1ift \vhich brlngs th_• cro{'ker~' ~nd 
victu:tls down from tho kitchul to the dmmg­
ronm floor, ,,,-hich is absolutdy ont-o£-datu. 

::VIr. }{O!lGAX: ',Vhy not do a'nty with ihe 
refrc...,hmr. t-romn altogether? It dot·S not 
pay. 

Mr. IIARTL:EY: I a1n not in hvour of 
dnln~ awa~,. with it. I think that. when hon. 
lY:rmbt>r:.: arc coHlpelled to rcn1~1111 .here fro1n 
lU o'clock in the morning until half-past 10 
at nig-ht. they arc entitled to haYe 1neals 
providt>d at a small clPrge. I think. lhal 
the an1ount no·~\ cha1·ged for n1eals IS too 
hig·h, and it ought to bo reduced. I do not 
f'tttC' vvhcthf~r the r(fre·hnlent-l·ooln shows ~ 
credlt balance or not; hon. 1ncn1bers ought 
to l2 considered in th 1 t. regard. I . hope 
that the Minister will take into cOlJSidera­
tio!l the ont-of-datc class of lift bdwecn the 
dining-room and the kitchen, whieh has to 
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be hauled up and down by a rope. The 
v ail-re~~(·~, nrf' ou duty for long hour'", and it 
i.., very hard for thctn to be a!wa \'S on their 
f.-C't. ~ncl th<~ ](a~t WC CUll do i'3 'to l)l'OY!de 

them ·with an up-to-date clcctl'ic lift, ~so that 
their work wiJl be lightened in th.it rc:3pPet. 
f hone that the Ylinistcr will lHLYC this 
atten~led to without delay. 

Mr. RIORDA~ (Burkl): I would like to 
rder to remarks made by the leader of the 
Opposition, and I would also like• to give 
·rrtJdit to the department, where credit is .due. 
Bv oome stretch of imagination the hon. 
Hl'CJ:nher S0en1s to blame Government n1cm­
'bcrs for th' nPglccted condition of the court­
house at Dalbv. I do not know how he is 
~oing to hold ··ns responsible for that. That 
courthous0 \vas built fifty years ago. The 
hon. member was returned in 1911, and he 
su.t behind the last Governme_nt for four years, 
and surely to goodness he could have prevailcd 
on that GoHrnment to do something in regard 
ro this matt• r. 1-b said that the present 
.Government has had a coat of paint daubed 
nn the building here and there. I suppose 
that \vas even more than \.Yas accomplished 
lnr the Govcrnrnent that the hon. gentlernan 
,,;pportecl. l'rcYiously Dalby· wa,. reprl'-entecl 
for years by the Secrctar,\' for Public Lancls, 
the late Hon. J. T. Bell. Surely, the court-
1Jouse cannot be in such a dqJlorable state 
'"'hen '"' e ha. Ye had hvo such gentlemen as the 
]pader of His Majesty's Opposition and a 
:\linist:·r of the Crown representing the place 
for years ~ I do not doubt the hon. mem­
ber's \\Ore) when he talks about the accommo­
·dation and need of repair at the courthouse. 
I \Vas in Dalbv h\ o or three vears ago and 
I do not think" the courthouse "is suitable for 
a town like Dalby. Still, there arc places more 
deserving than Dalby which rE,quire public 
buildino·s mostl- owing to the neglect of past 
,Govorn~n~nt-:. bnring thf' pa:.;t ..,even years, 
as C\ .:ry mcn1ber of the C'o1n1nitteo kno\vs, 
the cost of n1aterial has been very high, and 
the denartmental officials tried to avoid going 
·on with big costly jobs while those high costs 
<'xi,tcd: b'!t, if the Dalby courtho~tse. !S m 
;;;uch a state as the hon. member 1ndH atcs, 
thev would ha.-e had it rectified. I am sure 
tha'i:. the Government do not \Yant to see their 
·officials working· under t.he conditions des­
·nibcd bv thP hon. nwmbor for Dalb::, who 
3tated tliat the officials had to pick up their 
papers \dwn a sitting of the court is being 
held and g·o out into the rmsasgo to write 
their repons. If that sort of thing preva1ls 
in Dalbv it is not to the credit of the leader 
of the C)pposition. I hope that the Minister 
will sec that the v orkcrs at the Dalby court­
house have decent accommodation. A good 
·deal has been said about the suppos 'd advan­
tages of the centrad system over the c1av­
labour svstern, hon. members opposite claim­
ing that the contract ·;ystem is the ·better. 
I ha.ve seen a fair amount of work done 
under both svstems. I remember when the 
Etlwridge Ra,ilway bridges were built uJ"d?r 
the contract svstem and I saw them re,,mlt 
later under the day-labour sc·stem. The 
rail wav v;as built by contract as far as 
Einaslcig-h, and in the first storm most of 
the bridr.res were \Yashed a\vay. \Vhat the 
floods did not complete the first vear so far 
as wa"hing away the bridges was concern cl 
thev eertainlv did the second year, as t,hey 
\Vor~e all \Yip€.d out. The railway engineers 
theJl reconstructed the bridges und_ r the day­
labour system, and they have stood the te't 
·of all the floods ever since. In fact, they 

have stood the test again: t bigger floods 
than those whi<?h washed away the previous 
bridges. The J3a bind a State Hotel also otood 
the t.e-:t in the cvclonc of 1918. That was a 
very severe blow,' and the hotel_ was the means 
nf saving the liYes of the hundreds who w·ere 
in the hotel that night. It also acted as a 
sort of base hospital for those whose hor"lc J 

had boon blown awa·., and \Yho ,heltcred in 
the hotel from the st.O'rrn. Under the c >ntract 
~-vstern \'Y·r' know that contractors often sc:unp 
their WCJrk. The contract S,\-stcrn lends ihel£ 
to rncn trying· to mako as big profits out of 
it as the:· possibly can. 

.Ylr. J\LIXWELL: IY e ha n' honest men in all 
callings. 

:Yir. RIORDAX: We all admit that. vYe 
knol\ that there are honef.t nwn ar:nong con­
tractors, but I do not know -shat th,, t.P"t of 
how "'.ty is in rcgarU to these rnen. 'They 
procnre the cheapest material theT poosibly 
ean to complete their work, and they scamp 
~heir ,,·ork. The n1en l\ ho \Vork for can­
t rac~ors also take gt at er risks than n1cn 
working under the clay-L!bour conditions. 'rho 
hon. rnernbcr for rr'aowong· stand-: for tho 
contractors all the time; in fact, ho is a 
contractor hin1self. rrh(' hon. rncnrbcr ~rrys 
that the Brisbane Citv Conncil adopted thu 
da v-labour principle fo~r thf-3 sho' ing of hor:-cs, 
but by doing that they only deprived . the 
blacksmith down the street of a few shi!lmgs 
a dav. The hon. memb"r's illustration of the 
hlacl;smith's shop is a frivolous one. It is 
in big undertakings that the day-labour 
svslem shows out better than tho contract 
s;,stem. \t the same t.irnP, I admire the hon. 
1l1etnber for Too\vong for his consi:,tcncy in 
~ta11ding up for the contraet s,vste1n in "\vhich 
he believes. The hon. gen£ieman always 
-.tands un for the class he represents. l-Ie is 
uot lilu~ -hon. mcrrlbCl'S op110site who got up 
hen' with their tongues in their cheL'ks and 
trv to claim that they are ha!f-ancl-hcdf, ahd 
incliffercnt to this matter, while all the 1 imo 
thev favour the contractor and the profiteer, 
~d1; is anxious to n1ako a profit out of the 
1~·orkt~r by the contract sy~:itun1. 

JUr_ T. R. ROBERTS (East 1'oou·oomba): I 
"'iS rather struck by the remarks wade by 
tho hon. In0n1bcr for 11-,itzroy in connc<?tion 
>vith certain matters in this building. I "as 
'' ondering whether thev were in nny way 
cnnrwctcd ,.-ith the D~partment of Public 
vVorks or othenvis<·. Then there was the 
interjection by the Minister in charg·o of the 
Estimates in connection with the statement 
made bv the engineer of the IV ater and 
Sewaage Bo<trcl. If I know anything about 
the \Vater and Sewerage Board, I know that 
it is a condition of their regulations that the 
engineer rnust inspect the \York. I wa~ not 
on that job, but I know that the engmecr 
>Yould not dose the job until it had been 
inspected. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAX S}JITH: I am not referring 
to the work you did. I was referring to the 
concrete pipe~. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: The engineer would 
be very unwise if he allowed those pipes to 
be put together without inspection. The cost 
of work, whether done by day labour o.r con­
tract is going to be considerably less m the 
days' to come; so that this. vote will go co~­
siderably further than a S1m1lar amount m 
ll!e past. T recognise that. under the redis­
tribution of seats. additional schools will be 
brought into the East Toowoomba electorate; 
but, if we are not going to get gr •ater con-

IYir. T. R. Robcrts.] 
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siderution than we have got for a numbe" 
of years past, it looks as if the buildings are 
going· to be somewhat deficient. I got a 
promise from the J\1inister recently that h~: 
would have plans prepared '.vith a view of 
doing certain work for the East Toowoomba 
school if possible. That 'chool is the largest 
in the city of Toowoomha and is considerablv 
overcrowded, as is proycd hy the report of 
the inspector who has been sent out speciallY 
on two or three occasions. and I only hopo 
that the Minister will be able to give effect 
to the proposal. The Harristown school, 
one of the show schools of Toowoomba, has 
just been brought into my electorate, and it 
ah1 requires some work to be don0 upon it. 
It has been brought undcr the notice of the 
Department of Public Instruction. and 
referred by them to the ·w arks Department, 
and I hope that attention will be given to 
the matter. 

I have diFcussed the question of day labour 
versus contract on sev('ral occasion-., and I 
do not propose to discuss it again to-day. I 
recognise that the policy of the Government 
is lo do their work by day labour. I assume 
that they have competent officers, and that 
those men are doing their work honestly, and 
I am standing by that. I will stand for day 
labour if I can get it done more efficiently 
than by contract, and under reasonable con­
dition·· v;e should get it done more efficiently, 
as I have said before in this Chamber, 
because we have to recognise that the con­
tractor is out for a profit. No man takes a 
job unlecs he expects to make something on 
it. At the same time I am not going to sav 
that a man is dishonourable because he is a 
contractor. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S~JITH: Kobody does say 
that. 

).fr. T. R. ROBERTS: The Minister does 
not; but it is said, and I think very unchar­
itably and unkindly. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba suggested that an electric light 
shoulcl be placed on the staircase of the 
Toowcomba courthou~e, 'vhich now comes 
into his electorate. I would suggest that, 
bdore he make·~ recommendations to the 
Minister, he should make himself conversant 
with the position with which he is dealing. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER : The leader of the 
Opposition backed him up. 

Mr. T. H. ROBERTS: I am not speaking 
for the leader of the Opposition. I am 
spvrrking a·· one who has a knowledge of 
the courthouse· at Toowoomba. It is two 
vears since the matter was referred to by me 
in this Chamber. I pointed out that a lady 
had fallen down the staircase and injured 
herself, and following upon that a light has 
alrudy been placed on the staircase. (Oppo­
sition laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER (Rnrnctt): I should like to 
refer again to the hospital at Gayndah. M:: 
anxiety arises from the fact that it will be 
vcrv hard for the committee to provide the 
necessarv one-third of the £1,100 required 
over an:d above the estimated cost of the 
new buildings. 

Mr. GLEDSON: They ha ye to find one-third 
of the one-third. 

}\lr. CORSER: They have to find one­
third of the amount, and they have always 
done that. It is intcre--ting to hear hon. 
members talk who represent districts w!1? do 
not have to build under present condJbons. 
Other improvemcnb arc wanted at that hos-

[.Mr. T. R. Roberts. 

pital. The buildinE;J have been constructed 
without provision for an operating theatre, 
ancl it is hoped that both an operating theatre 
and an X-ray department will be provided. 
The nccessar~~ funds are bC'ing found by local 
neople to make up tlwir quota.. The hospita 1 
has tbG adyantage of having a surgeon of 
no small repute. In fLct, right thruughout 
his career as Government medica I officer he 
has stood second to none in the class of work 
he has undertaken, and when we have in a 
country district a man of exceptional qualifi­
cations like Dr. Townley, who has achieved 
so much success in the treatment of the sick 
and suffering, and enjoys the confidence of 
the people over such a wide area, we should 
give hi1n every facility for making available. 
the benefit of the talents with which nature 
has endowed him, not only in medicine, but 
in surgery. 

JVIr. GLEDSON: Whv do thev not find their 
quota of thc monf'y f' ' 

J'llr. CORSER: Thev are finding it. and 
up to the pre,ent they have found all the 
money that is wanted. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Vhat are you complaining 
about' 

Mr. CORSER: Nm,· that the institution 
has been built, it is found that a further 
£1,100 is required, and the loc<tl quota of 
one-third is demanded. 

:Mr. HARTLEY: You must ha Ye known you 
would be liable for that. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ve knew \Ye would be 
liable for these things, but we did not knm\ 
what the amount would be. I would like to 
ask the Minister what the exact amount is. 

Hon. W. FoRGA'-'1 SoiiTH: £900. 

Mr. CORSER : I am on!? going on the 
figures given to the hospital committee by 
the dcparhncut, and if thPy arc wrrHJg 1t 
is just as well that I raised the point yester-

day, and it is satisfactory to know 
[7 p.m.] that the committee will not be 

called upon to find such a large 
amount as we expected. I was interested in 
the Minister's statement that the improve­
ments to the Gayndah hospital and nurses' 
quarters were actually going to wst £900 in 
excess of the estimate. 

Hon. \\-. FouGA~ S11ITH: The whole build­
ing coot £71 11 squ<tre. There arc eighty­
eight and a-half squares. For a reinforced 
building of that ~i!1d, £71 a square cannot 
be regarded as a 111gh cost. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not referring to 
that· I am referring to the f'Xl'CSS over the 
(>stit~atc, one-third of which will have to be 
provided by the hospital commiiteo. Thte 
1\[inister's reply to m~- CJlH''.iton th1s after­
Eoon indicated that £1.100 \Yould be the 
amount in exccec of the estimate. The hon. 
(J'cntleman contradicted n1v staten1cnt last 
~ight. when l said that, £1.100 was ihc 
an1ount. 

Mr. GLEDSOx: The Minister's statem0nt 
related onlv to the hospital, and not to the 
nurses' quU rters. 

Mr. CORSER: \Ve were speaking of the 
whole of the buildings. Last nig·ht. when I 
made a statement with regard to the cost 
of the hospital. the Minister told me how 
far I was ont. I no·.v find that my figure was 
right. The exact priee was £8.479 6'. lOd. 
I hope that the Government will put a'idc 
some of the £140,000. thP balance of the 
pl'cceeds of "Golden Cnskcts." to cover the 
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nece,,sary quota of the o-xtr~, cost required 
frnn1 the hospital cornmittcc. 

;\lr. GLEDSOOJ: You would not touch that 
money, ould you? 

Mr. CCJRSER: If the hmnital committee 
have to find that amount, it \yii] preyent the 
nlolle? being used in other essential \YOrk, 
such as providing an operating theatre. 

Hon. IV. FORGAX S1JITH : 1 find that there 
was a credit that had not been taken into 
account when giving a reply this afternoon. 
The net figure is £998 on the two jobs, one­
third of "-hich will be £332. 

Mr. COH.SER: Then the hon. gentleman's 
:::tatCblCllt to the hospit·tl conunittee waB oat 
correct, and his statement this afternoon 
was not correct. However, I accept his 
apology. (Laughter.) 

Hon. \V. FoJWAX S)II'rH : I am merely 
putting you right. 

:\Ir. CORSER: If I am wrong, it is on 
the information I got from the hon. gentle­
man and the letters which were received 
by the institution. Although some hon. mem­
bers on this side might not believe it, 1 
believe that the Minister would have 
divulg.cd the right figures before the hospital 
comm1ttee were called upon to pay. vVhibt 
I have not very much to complain about in 
regard to educational facilities and improve­
ments to schools in my district, there is a 
ccrbm number of schools that still want 
enlarging. In the summer months in the 
small schools the hee,t is excessiYe. and being 
out-of-date building·s the lighting and Yt'n­

tilation arc not of t!JP best. I hope that the 
department will speed up in regard to pro­
viding better facilities for teachcing children 
in country district', and will make the neces­
sary improvements to enable the teachers to 
ha,-e the necessary comfort essential in 
giving the children the education that thcv 
need. I hope the department \vill go on with 
tho.sc n1attcrs. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY : \Y c will keep on going on 

l\1r. CORSF.R: The Government have not 
very long to go. 'I'hey will keep on going on 
as soon as the elpctions are on. 

.\ GovERXMENT ME:IIBER: 'When will that 
be? 

l\1r. CORSER: It all depends on circum­
~tanct s. Hon. rnombcrs opposite would find 
Jt, VCl'Y hard to an,wcr that question at the 
present time. Some appropriation should be 
n1ado for the purpose of con:structing a court­
house and lands office in Uw tm1 n of 
I\1undnbbera, ·which is DO\Y in a prosperous 
centre. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAN SoiiTH : Surely, the bon. 
gentlemau doE's not "ant a courthouse there? 

Mr. CORSER : An acting clerk of pettv 
sessions has been holding courts there, and I 
dare sav that even Mundubbera desires a 
courthouse. The prosp.orous and growing 
town of Mundubbora will make such head­
way as to warrant the construction of 
Gm-crnmcnt buildings that are generally 
mnstructed in towns of such importance. 

Mr. GLEDSO:\' (Ips1rirh): I have listened 
all day to speeches delivered bv hon. mem­
bers. more particularlv by hon. members 
oppmitc. They have endeavoured to criti­
cise the method under which the work is 
carried out by the department. After listen­
ing to their speeches, I am convinced that 
th0y have no criticism to offer, but thP.t the 
debate has developed into a discussion on 

dav labour >crms contract. A Humber of 
noi1. member- opposite do not uudcrstand 
11hat they arc tcdking about when discuccoing 
those t\YO svstcms. As a 1natte.r of fact, all 
the big schools, ('Ourthous,·,,, and technical 
colleg·es have been built under tho contract 
systen1. A firm, by taking a big contTact, 
\vas able to obtain sufficieEt money, not 
only to pa:,- for the wages of the men 
'mployed aud the other costc. connected with 
the construction of the building, but was 
able to make something out of the people of 
Queensland. That method has been altered 
by this Government. Hon. members oppo­
sito al'o Dot ~OlKvrned about the men giving 
value for the work they do, but they are 
concerned about their fric-nds not getting the 
large profits they were previously able to get 
by bemg able to take contracts at a good 
price. Ail big works aro carried out by day 
labour, because the man who takes a con­
tract emplo0 s da0 labour to do tho work, 
and the only question we have to consider 
in connection with this matL'r is whether 
the people of Queensland arc to get the value 
of the labour performed by the workers or 
''"hether ~.ve are going to allow son1e per~ons 
t0 come along and make fortunes out of 
the construction of these works as tho" did 
in _the. past. Hon. mon1bcrs opPosite -a1~~ n~t 
objectmg to dao: labour, but they object 
because their fnend' are unable to hke 
contracts and make big profits, which enable 
them to contribute to their eleclionereing 
fund:-:, as the big financial i:rlstitutions do. 
The Country. party a~e complaining that they 
o.re not gettmg suffieiCnt funds, and we find, 
from what the Secretary for Public Works 
stated, that they are getting assistance from 
the .South. Then they complain that the 
graziers are not contributing a sufficient 
amo~mt to their electioneering funds. Tho 
gra?'1ers only contributed £.2,000 towards 
the1r .last election expenses, and they say 
th,tt IS not sufficwnt from such a wealthY 
body as the graziers. · 

I cannot say that I have had a groat deal 
to do. 'Yith the department. because during 
t.nc eeg1n1? of the pn"':-"nt Qoycrnrnr·nt there 
h~ve not bo?n many building' erected in my 
d1stnct. W1th what buildings they have put 
up I ha,-e no fault to find, because the 
Government. h~v~ carried out the \York very 
well. One bmldmg constructed bv this Go­
vernment was the West Ipswich school. 'I'liat 
was a very difficult job, and they did the 
"ork very well. The Minister has stated that 
\V(' are going to have somt' \\'ork clone at 
Silkstone, and I hope that that '"ill be com­
rrwnced shortly. Then, again, the Technical 
College ai Ipswich has been in need of 
rcpai rs for a good many years. and I hope 
the l\IinistOT will take heed of what I am 
saying and sec, not only that an amount is 
placed on the Estimates for that purpo''"' 
but tlutt the work will be commenced as early 
as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOil Penuc IKSTRTiCTION: 
It will be commenced during this financial 
year. 

l\ir. GLEDSON: I am ver~, glad to hear 
that. as it is very much needed. :Vlembers 
of the Opposition have not critici.-ed the 
department for the work that has been done. 
Thev have not been able to find fau~t with 
a.nything th,; department has done. Last year 
they found fault because, as they statE'd. the 
\\ ork in outside places ·was costing too nuwh, 
and they have atemptf\d to ·.·hm' that eome of 
the work now being done b,- the departm,cnt 

Mr. Gledson.l 
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;',ould_ be done by co~tract. I know that rhe 
u0V('lll111C'l1t, lll Outside vlarcs have autho· 
1·i cd school committees to do 'certain work. 
I have been on a committee myself which has 
undertaken certain work on behalf of the 
Government, and the necessary funds have 
been made a' ailablo. Hon. m'cmbers oppo­
Slte have had the same opportunity to get 
\York done. If they got their school com­
mittees to rccornmend certain work that is 
required. the Government are auite willing 
for those small jobs to be done hv the com-
mittees. • 

c~nt. hig.hcr than the contract price. We 
cannot afford to carry out small works in 
the country at such a high cost as that. 

::\Ir. HARTLEY: \Yhat about the qualit.v of 
the work? · 

Mr .. MOO RE : The secretary of the school 
co'!'m1ttee was an official of the miners' 
Unlon, a~d '"urcly he "\vonld see that the work 
wr~s earned out properly. 

Mr: GLEDSo::-:: That is probably the reason 
why It was W·ell done. 

l\lr. NIOORE (Aubiuny): The hon. member 
for Ipswich has stated that '"e hay-e not 
criticised the buildings that have been con­
strurtod by the department. l do not think 
anybolly has anything to say against the 
\York lhat has been carried out <'Xccpt that 
it has cost too rnuch. Because a n1an takes 
a contract it doe~ not rnc:an that he is going 
to sweat the workers or sp0ed them up. It 
JHUans efficient n1anagcrnent, and that a n1an 
has the material on hand rea.dv for the men 
to 'vurk. liow 1nany times have we seen 
public ~chools in coUl'::iC <)f prection \vherc 
men haYc had to ait two or three davo for 
matqid ·; That is wh~re tlw YY'lstc of imblie 
~noney ron1cs in in a great 1nany ca:?,cs. "''{ou 
have all sorts of delays taking place. Th0 
great thing in contract work is efficient 
managctnent and having lJrupPl' labour-.":tving 
rnachinery. I cannot speak about contract 
work in the to·wn, but I can speak in ronnf'~­
tion with countrv schools. \Ye had the hon. 
member for T<:lowoombr, admitting to-day 
that the men loafed on the job in connection 
with the Jondar~ an school, the estimate in 
<·onncction with which was £1,480. It wa­
going to t::tkc ten weeks to complete, but 
i1 took ahmd t _·u ln.::-.nt"h~, ---=nd the cd :nL'ltc 
was onlv exceeded bv £2 Th, hon. member 
for Too.woomba said the men loafed on the 
job, ancl that shows that there must have 
been sorr1cthing wrong in connection \«.·ith 
that work. 

Mr. GLEDSO" : Do you say that it took ten 
months to complete a £1,400 job' They must 
have been paid big wages. 

Mr. 1\IOORE: Ko, it"''" your Government 
which carried out the work. The dclav was 
due to ,h-ikes. · 

Mr. Gr.Enso::-:: You don't eay that they 
took ten months to do it? 

Mr. JYIOORE: It took ten months to 
ccmpkte the work. I do not say that the 
men were wDl'king all the time, 

::\1r. GLEDSOX: That is a difff'l'ont thing. 
::\1r. MOORE: I 'ay that, after that delay. 

the estimate was only exceeded by £2. 
Mr. GLEDso::-: : Did the State get value for 

tht~ n1oncy spent? 

Mr. MOORE: I do not think thcv did. 

Mr. l\100RE .: They W!'rc not satisfied to 
pa~' the pnc<' mvolved by dav labour but 
lllSJSted on having the work carried 01~t by 
contract because they had to pa,.- half for it 
and they had the work done efficiently. Th~ 
Department of Public l1nstrnction should 
not haye to go to the Depattmcnt of Public 
\V arks rrnd ask \Yhcthcr a sehool should be 
Prected _or not. The Department of Public 
Instructw_u shou)d have full control, and, if 
a school 1··, requnccl 1n a. countrv district it 
shon,Id n_ot b; in the power of the.Departn~'cnt 
of ,I ubhc \\orb to counteract that decision 
aw, to srty that the school must not be built. 

M;-· ~LEf>S,ON: You give the Department 
of _I ubhc \\arks the mon0y and thev will 
bmld all the schools. · 

Mr. MOORE: I say that tho Department 
of Public \Vorks has mon''.V to build :ill the 
?chools. reqmrsd to-day provided the v-ork 
1s C<llTI~cl. ont :n an cconornical n1anncr, and 
not as 1t IS, boi_ng done to-day. 'l'he Depart­
mPnt of l ubhc Instruction should not be 
mn:ed np with the Department of Public 
\Yorks at all. If work is carried on in an 
esononllcal Wll;l', the Department of Pubiic 
': orks has funds to do all that is required. 
But at pr-·sent. when the Department of 
Pnbl_ic Instrnction says that schools arp 
rcqmred in certain districts, the Department 
of Public \Yorks says they are required 
somPwhcre -else. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: The Department of Public 
\Yorks does not do that; it simply carries 
out the work. 

?.1r. '\100RE : I could give an instanee 
where the Department of Public \Vorks did 
Pot have to spend any rnoney at alL Eighteen 
months ago the people in Hrtdcn were 
e!1dPavcuring to :->t'C'lHC' a :-:chool for ;-ora­
bona! classes. These a re t.ho despised dairy 
farmers \Yhom the hon. member for Fitzrov 
t~lked a_bout ';-ho want a school b~ilt along­
side then· cowoai!s so that the ch1ldren can 
go 'straight into the school after milking the 
eo,Ys. They we1·c very keen upon getting 
the sehool for their children and subscrib0d 
amongst themsch·es all the monev required 
to build it. · 

Mr. HARTLE\': They mnet be a peculiar 
class of farmer. 

Mr. MOORE: We have plentv of them in 
my district. · 

Mr. HARTLEY: The,· have com0 to light 
nndt>r a Labour Govcrnn1ent. 

I say that. if the school had been built bv 
eontl:act, the cost ould haYe been a grea't 
deal less. I would like the Minister to give 
U' the estimate of the department for 
glassing in of the Oakey school re,idencc, and 
what the contract price was: also the estimate 
for pulling down the Maclagan school and 
rernm·ing it to North Maclagan, and the 
amount of the tender which was put in for 
the work: a]~o the •>,tirnate for pulling dov~Tu 
and re-m·ection of school from Cattle Gnlly 
to K arko. In the case of the work at 
Cattle Gully school and at North Maclagan, 
th": work has been done and paid for, and the 
estimate of the department was over 100 per 

[Jl r, Glerlson, 

;,wr. MOORE: This is the onlv Govern­
ment who insist on these people s'ubscribing 
the money themselves. ""o other Govern­
ment wonld ask them to do it because in a 
scattNed district like that th~ Government 
would. pay the money. The people, however, 
subscnbed the monPy thcmeelves. and thev 
are p~ttmg up their own building. They 
subscnbed th" monPy £ighteen months ago, 
and they have been waiting right 011 till 
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to-·day to go on with t.hat work. They are 
going to do the work themselves. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Do you say that the people 
subscribed the money to build a State school 
thomselv~s? 

Mr. MOORE: It is a building that is 
joined on to a State school for vocational 
classes. 

Mr. HARTLEY : The same system applies 
ali oYer the State. 

Mr. ::MOORE : Do you suggest that the 
people in Brisbane have to subscribe towards 
any additions to the technical college here? 
Do you suggest that the people have to pay 
one-third of the cost of the rural school at 
N ambour, or the rural school at Boonah? 

Mr. GLEDSON: They had to pav portion 
of the cost of the tec.h!J.ical college at 
Ipswich. 

Mr. MOORE : It might be done in some 
places, but there are a lot of places where 
it has not been done. 

Mr. HARTLEY: It was done in connection 
with the Rockhampton Technical College. 

Mr. MOORE: Well, it was done by these 
people m my electorate, and I do not think 
it is a fair thing at all. The hon. member 
for Fitzroy talked about the unfortunate 
dairy farmers who had to work their 
·children. 

Mr. HARTLEY : I did not say they were 
unfortunate. 

Mr. MOORE : But I say they are unfor­
tunate. They were not allowed by the 
Government to get the price for· their pro­
duce that they could have got, and they 
had to get their children to assist them. 
We know that the primary producers lost 
£242.000 last year, according to the report 
of the Butter Committee, as a result of the 
~ction of this price-fixing Government. That 
B why those unfortuna.te people are in that 
position. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That does not excuse them 
for c,hild slavery in their own homes. 

Mr. MOORE : If hon. members opposite 
had stood np for the princi pies they advo­
·c.ctc, and seen that th0 primary producers 
got the full rf'ward of their labour, they 
would not have to employ their children at 
all. 

Mr. CoLLINS: \Ve arc the only people who 
sa:· thaJ they should gE't the full reward of 
th.cir In bour. 

Mr. ::\100RE: Instead of standin"' up for 
these people, members assisted the o Govern­
ment to sacrifice them for six years and then 
hon. members opposite come here' and sneer 
at them because, in some ml'ses, they have to 
get thf'ir children to help them to make a 
living_ 

Mr. CoLLINS: There are no children work­
ing on tho cenefielcls. 

Mr. ::YlOORE: The hon. member for Fitz­
roy said that the dairy farmers wanted the 
school erected alongside the cow-bail so 
that the children could go from the milking 
yard into the school. These things always 
come home to roost. If you are going to 
treat people in that way, you only put 
!hem in the unfortunate position they are 
Ill to-day. 

I want to draw the attention of the 
Minister to the state of the courthouse at 
Oakey. I have been to the Department of 
Justice on two or three occasions. I have 
not been to the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Public Works, because I 

1922-4 I 

consider that if I go to the Attorney­
General it should be sufficient The court­
house at Oakey is in an awkward position. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: I did not think 
you needed any courthowse in those places. 

Mr. MOORE: Unfortunately, we do. 
Mr. CoRSER: There are some Government 

supporters there. 
Mr. :MOORE: A policeman may have to 

take an unruly " drunk " to the court­
house. and it is most difficult to get him 
across the railway. 

:'VIr_ BRENNAN: \Vhy not go through the 
gates? 

Mr. MOORE: You cannot; they are never 
open. 'I'ho courthouse is in such an unsatis­
f:·ctory po,ition that time after time cases 
have had to be stopped during the whistling 
and shunting of trains. 

::\Ir. 2:'ARTLEY : Why not stop the trains ? 

Mr. MOORE: It is a main line, with two 
br<.tnch lines diverging there, and the reason­
able thing is to shift thP courthouse. That 
has been asked on several occasions. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN S:vnTH: It has not come 
before me. 

1\lr_ MOORE: It should have come before 
the hon. member, because there have been 
repeated requests by the Chamber of Com­
merce, myself, and others. Trains are there 
all clay, because there are these branch 
lines, and there is probably shunting all day. 

If the department are confirmed in the 
intention to go on with the building of 
schools by clay labour, v:hy not standardise 
them and send them all up in trucks as they 
·rio with those houses that are being built 
ready to erect by Me"rs. Brown and Broad? 
The workshops aro here. and they could cut 
the whole thing out. It could all be sent 
up in one or two trucks, and tlwro would 
be no delay in waiting for timber. I know 
that on sevNal occasions I have seen delays 
caused because 500 or 600 feet of timber has 
been sent up on one day, and then perhaps 
after two or three cla:y s some more timber, 
and probably the wrong timber has been 
sent first. It would be far more economical 
to have standardised schools, and they would 
be Nerted far more quickly than at present. 

ML H.\RTLEY: That is one way of encour­
aging lDcal industry. 

~lr. MOO RE: How many of those schools 
ePcourage local industry? The men are sent 
up from other districts. 

·Mr. HARTLEY: J\'ot under this Govcrn­
n~c-nt. 

Mr. :YIOORE: The hon. member is talking 
arrant rubbi::,h. There is no need to go 
beyond the cost of these little fowl-houses­
because some of them are practically that­
oi about 18 feet bv 14 feet. 

Mr. H.mTLEY: H~lf the hon. members on 
your side are recommending that they should 
Le built b•· the school committee in the 
locality. .. 

~Ir. :\lOO RE: I do not recommend that 
anr of those schools should be built out of 
loan money unless there is a proper sinking 
fund. It is most absurd for a State like 
Queensland to build wooden schools· out. of 
loan money, and, when they are worn out 
and there is nothing to show for them. 
borro•,..· more moncv to build others. There 
should be a sinking fund to wipe out the 
loan in the life of the school, say, in forty 

Mr. Moore.] 
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or fifty ye:us. The preeent practice cannot 
be rlcfended in any way whatever. 

:\Ir. HARTLEY: J\"obody recommended that. 
Your own membc·rs want them to be built 
;,,. the mrm in the locality in which they 
8.re. 

:VIr. MOORE: You cannot cut timber in 
the locality. 

:\1r. HAHTLEY: They 

Mr. MOORE: You 
iron in the localih. 
up there. · 

are recommen<.ling it. 

cannot get galvanised 
You have to send it 

:VIr. HAHTLEY: H is bought in our district 
in Rockhampton. \Ve object to having it all 
··ent up from Brisbane. 

:\1r. ::YlOORE: It is a very extraordinary 
way. No wonder the buildings cost so much. 

Mr . .l-IAHTLEY: It cost•, less than sending 
it from Brisbane. 

::VIr. MOO RE: The expense at the present 
time is out of all proportion to the benefit 
,,·e get. \V,, know that the money which 
i·; available could give a great deal more 
benefit than we are getting. It only needs 
better and more efficient management. I 
eay that Qucen·land is not in a position to 
carry out its public works in a certain \vay 
noercly for political reasons. \Ye have not 

tlw money to waste. I h:ne seen 
.[7.30 p.m.] tenders, and the departmental 

e•,,timates for that work, and it 
can be proved that the work cost 100 per 
l'Cnt. more than it should. It is time it 
was stopped. :My only experience of day 
"ork haR been an unfortunate one. In the 
~hire council of which I an1 chairnu:tn, '\Ve 

had day work for years, and continued it as 
long :•s possible. 

Hon. w. FoRGAX s~ITH: \Ye have had 
tlw same debate on this vote for years. 

:\lr. MOORE: A good thing will bear 
repeating. If, by perpetually dripping, we 
ean get a little seuse into the Minister's head, 
the time will not have been wasted. 

Hon. W. !<'oRGAN S:IIITH: It would not be 
possible to put anything into your head; it 
i:• too dense. 

Mr. MOORE: I am endeavouring to show 
the Minister that Queensland cannot afford 
to continue working on this principle. If 
he were using his own money he would 
admit the soundness of our contention; but 
because it is pnblic money he thinks he is 
at liberty to carry out works in the most 
expensive instead of in the most economical 
way. It is not a. fair thing to the State. 

Instead of giving ·details in regard to the 
economical management a.nd efficiency of the 
work carried out, the Minister ga.ve a long 
dissertation to-day on something that he 
thought was a revelation. The whole thing 
had been printed in the papers before; it 
·was not new. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: That is not trne. 

:Mr. MOORE : There is no more in it than 
there is in the resolutions which were passed 
by the Labour Conference last October, or 
not so much-as we are not bound by a 
conference and you are. The Minister said, 
" Suppose this was brought in, how would we 
be able to get money to build schools?" Sup­
posing the socialisation of industry was 
brought about-suppooing we had produc­
tion for use and not for profit-how would 
we get the money with which to build 
schools? The Premier, at that conference, 
said that the thing was impossible a.nd voted 

[]Jr. J1oore. 

against it, and it was carired in spite of 
him. If that system is introduced, where 
will the money ccme from with which to 
build schools? 

:Mr. GLEDSON: There will be schools for 
e;-erybody. 

Mr. MOORE: There would be nobody to 
go to them in a few years ; we would get 
back to a state of savagery. 

Mr. GLEDSO:-i' : We would get into a state 
of civilisation. 

:Mr. MOORE: I do not think we wonld, 
We ha.ve in Russia an example of the work­
ing of the system. I do not think the hon. 
member for Bowen believes in that principle, 
though he may talk very loudly about it. I 
am perfectly certain that the hon. member 
for Toowoomba does not. Any sensible man 
must know the hopeless position the State 
would get into. We have alrea,dy gone two 
or three steps on the road towards it, ancl 
look at the position we are in! We are 
worse than any other S'tate in Australia. 

Mr. l-IARTLEY: \Ve are in a better position 
than any other State in the Commonwealth. 
Our credit is better. 

Ylr. MOORE: Are we in the best position 
in being the most heavily taxed State in 
Australia 1 

Mr. PEASE: That is not right; you cannot 
prove it. 

:Mr. MOORE : It is easy to prove. 
(The bell indicated that the hon. member's 

time had expired.) 

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosewood): I have 
listened to hon. member, with a certain 
amount of surprise. I have wondered, if 
the Works Department carried out the pro­
positions they ha.ve suggested, where we 
would be able to get the money. 

~!fr. J. JONES: America. 

:Mr. W. COOPER: We might do that with 
some advantage. Listening to the charges 
made against the W mks Department in 
regard to the cost of erection of public build­
ings, one would think that the men who had 
erected those buildings, or the department 
that established the day-labour system, ha.d 
acted detrimentally to the interests of the 
people of Queensland and of the department 
itself. The contention is, not that the day­
labour system is inferior to the contract 
system, but that they have not had a. suffi­
cient number of buildings erected in their 
own electorates. I have ha.d some experience 
as a workman under both contract and da.y 
labour. I never was a contractor, and I 
have no desire to be one, judging from the 
experience I have had of contractors for 
whom I have worked. I remember in my 
early days the old Government contractor 
was considered to be a man of some import­
ance, becanse he could get his friends in 
Parliament to recommend that he shoul-d get 
certain contracts. He extracted large sums 
of money from the coffers of the State Trea­
sury. \Ve have not heard anything regard­
ing the relative quality of the work done 
under the day-labour system and under con­
tract. There are such things as skew nails 
in studs; there are such things as provisions 
in specifications for those studs to be tenoned, 
and the ground-plates and wall-plates mOT­
t.ised. \Vhat do we find? Unless the closest 
inspection is kept upon contractors generally, 
some inferior class of work will be put into 
those buildings. I remember having seen a. 
building put· up under the contract system. 
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A bit of a blow came along and the roof 
was carried away. I took the trouble to go 
and inspect that building, because I did not 
think that any building should have been 
carried away with the force of the wind 
which was blowing that day. I found that 
the smallest wire nails were used in the 
rafters. I examined the stu·ds, and I found 
that every second stud on the top was skew­
nailed, and on the bottom they were fastened 
in the same manner. The same thing applies 
to other contracts, such as bridge-building, 
railway construction, road work, and every­
thing else that is done 11nder the contract 
system. A complaint was raised in Sydnev 
regarding a state of affairs which was a 
standing disgrace to the contractors who 
built some of the ships for the Common­
wealth Government. The inquiry will be 
remembered at which it was revealed that 
instead of rivets being placed in those boats' 
there were dummies. ' 

Mr. GLEDSON: Gambling with the lives of 
the workers. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The contractor who will 
gamble with the lives of seamen in that way 
deserves. no consideration .. Fortunately for 
the engmeers and able-bodied seamen some 
of _those ships did not get the opportu~ity of 
gomg to sea before the flaw was ·discovered. I 
have had a fair ~mou:'t of e_xperience, particu­
larly m connectiOn With railway construction 
and I have been in a position to bo able t~ 
inspect material for that work which was 
constructed under the contract system. I 
have had an opportunity of inspecting the 
bolts to be placed in ·the bridges. These bolts 
were made under the contract system, and I 
was placed in the painful position of having 
to take the bolts and break them across 
the anvil and refuse to allow them to be 
put in the bridges. Apart from the inferior 
work done under the contract system, there 
Js a tendency on the part of workmen to make 
a m:rne for the!llselves by going as fast as 
possible and domg as much slumwork as it 
is possible to do. Hon. members opposite 
have stated that the department have not 
e?deavoured to cope with the growing neces­
Sity for the erection of school buildings in 
order to enable country children reasonable 
opportunity of receiving that standard of 
education w hi eh is afforded to children in the 
cities. I quite agree with hon. members who 
say that country children should receive the 
same educational facilities that ar·e offered 
to children in the cities. My experience has 
been that the Department of Public vVorks 
and the Department of Public Instruction, 
under the control of the respective Ministers, 
have endeavoured to do all that was possible 
under . the circun:stances to give the same 
educatwnal facihtJes to children in the 
countr:y as has been afforded to childr·en in 
the cities. Some hon. members have stated 
that the life of a wooden building is about 
twenty years, and that it requires painting 
every five years. One hon. member went 
so far as to say that a building should be 
painte·d every three years. He must have 
::,een accustomed to having his buildings 
erected und.er. the contract system if they 
reqmred pamtmg every three years. There 
are such things as two classes of painters and 
two classes of paint. There ar·e the fraudulent 
and the genuine classes of painter and paint. 
I would not advise any hon. member opposite 
who advocates the contract svstcm to stand 
against a wall or fence which has been 
painted with white paint under the contract 

system. I guarantee that there would be 
no paint left on the wall or fence, because JG 
would be all on his back. Some hon. mem­
bers opposite claim that more attention has 
b en given to the erection of schools and 
other public buildings in the electorates of 
Government members than in the electorates 
of hon. members opposite. 

Mr. BRENNAN: You have not been badly 
treat·ed. 

Mr. W. COOPER: That is very true. No 
doubt, I am more energetic than the hon. 
member for Toowoomba. I£ he has not done 
as well as I have, then I am sorrv that he 
has not the same amount of energy "as I have 
got. The Minister has done everything pos­
sible with the money at his disposal. For 
at least twenty years before I became tlw 
repr<esentative of my electorate, the public 
buildings in that electorate had not received 
an ounce of paint, and they were in a 
dila.pidated state, no doubt due to the neglect 
of past Governments. To-day the schools in 
the Rosewood electorate are being brought up 
to date, but there are still some requiring a 
little attention. I am not going to use the 
parish pump, as the hon. member for Burke 
said most hon. members opposite were doing. 
I am satisfied with the treatment I have 
received at the hands of the Secretary for 
Public Works and the Secretarv for Public 
Instruction. -

Mr. DEACO:>': What is the hon. member 
growling about? (Laughter.) 

Mr. W. COOPER: There is no doubt I 
have done some growling, but I did not start 
like the hon. member did. The hon. member 
for Aubigny claims that he can get con­
tractors in his <>lectorate to erect buildings 
infinitely cheaper than they can be erected 
by the department. I would like to ask the 
hon. member if he had a houso to bmld, 
whether he would allow it to be built under 
the contract system or whether he would have 
it built under the day-labour system? 

Mr. MooRE: I have had three houses built 
under the contract system. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The first thing the hon. 
member would do would be to call for tenders 
for the building. 

Mr. MoORE: The hon. member is wrong. 

Mr. W. COOPER: What would the hon. 
member do? 

11r. J\'IOORE: I would go to the contractor 
and ask him what he would do it for. 

Mr. W. COOPER: And give him whate~er 
he liked? The hon. member's looks deceive 
him. I never anticipated that he was a 
philanthropist. He would have to adopt 
the day-labour system to carry out that con­
tract. I understand perfectly well why hon. 
members on the other side want everything 
done by contract. It is because they wa11t 
to lenrrthen the hours that the men have to 
work. b That is the trouble under all con­
tracts. A man taking a contract will endea­
vour to put in as much time as he possibly 
can on the job. I would not mind if the 
contractor himself worked longer hours; but 
the unfortunate thing is that the contractors 
endeavour to get in the thin end of the 
wedge, so that their workmen will be com­
pelled to work all. the hours of daylight that 
God has given us, and a little bit longer, 
too, if they can. Another reason why these 
men want contracts is because of the fact 
that any little alteration necessary in the 
specifications brings them a large profit. 

Mr. W. Cooper.] 
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Why did previous Governments abandon the 
old system of building rail ways by contract'! 
It was because, no matter how well the 
specifications might have been drawn up, it 
was always found necessary to alter the 
specifications when the actual work was 
being done, and that was the time for the 
contractor to make his harvest. There is not 
the slightest doubt that railways built under 
day labour, and also buildings constructed 
under day labour, have a longer life than 
when they are constructed under the contract 
s,·stem. The dav-labour svstem is the 
cheapest, it gives 'the most V'alue, and the 
work is more faithfully performed. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (A.lbert): I am sure 
we arc all very much indebted to the Secre­
tary for l)ublic Works for the manner in 
which he may be said to have cleared the 
atmosphere by the startling revelations which 
he made to-day, I am only sorry that he 
did not complete the clearing of the atmos­
phere and make still further revelations, by 
stating the amount which his party funds 
received from John \Vren for the action they 
have taken in connection with proprietary 
racecourses, and the amount paid into his 
party funds from the liquor trade of Bris­
bane for the failure of his party to take 
action in connection with that particular 
trade. If the hon. gentleman had done that, 
then I alone should not have thanked him 
for the revelation he did make, but I am 
sure the electors of Queensland would have 
thanked him for these further revelations, 
which certainlv would have been to the dis­
credit of himself and his party. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH: What about that 
letter which you wrote to the Germans in 
1893, in "hi~h :, ou referred to them as your 
fellow countrymen? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: What countryman 
io the hon. gentleman? 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN SoiiTH: My country is all 
right. 

HoN. J, G. APPEL: B;· his surname 
and by his brogue, you would never take 
him for a Scotchman~(Govornment laughter) 
-and certainly by his manner and by his 
insinuations he is not worthy of being a 
Scotchman. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: What about your dirty, 
rotten insinuations? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: What about yours' 
v\'ho goes to the railway workers and tries 
to crawl to them after taking the action 
you did" (Interruption,) 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): l nse to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member for Albert in 
order in referring to the hon. member for 
Bremer as ''a thing like that?" 

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. member 
for Albert made a remark like that, he 
certainly is not in order. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If I made any 
unparliamentary remark I withdraw it, 
because my intention in rising was simply to 
congratulate the hon, gentleman for the 
revelations which he had made, and to regret 
that he did not make further revelations, 
which we were all anxious to hear of. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: I look upon you 
as being beneath contempt. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I can afford to treat 
with contempt anything- the hon. gentleman 
says in connection with that matter. i\1y 
record is sufficiently well known, and I 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

require nothing from the hon. gentleman 
"ho has made that interjection, 

, It appears to me that a good deal of 
d1fficulty IS caused by the fact that this vote 
to some extent is controlled by two depart­
ments. Apparently, there is no co-ordination 
between the two departments. The Depart­
ment of Public Instruction may consider a 
~ob to be urgently necessary; but, apparently, 
1t does not follow that the, \Vorks Depart­
mPnt 1s prepared to carry out that particu­
lar work. With reference to the question of 
da:l:' labc_mr or contrac_t labour, if the organi­
satwn 1s complete 1t frequently happens 
that day labour is as effective as contract 
labOl~r._ As, a matter of fact, the previous 
Admm1strat10n estabhshed workshops in eon­
neetwn w1th the Department of Public Works . 
and engaged a staff of men, w,ho undertook ' 
a considerable amount of repair work and 
the manufacture of furniture which was 
required by the different Government depart­
ments. In that connection, if the organisa­
tion is effective, it is a matter of indifference 
to me how the work is carried out so long 
as it is carried out; but, appare~tly t.he 
organisation is defective, and, consequ~ntly, 
the cost of buildings has very materiallv 
increased. For instance, the sending o'f 
t1mbcr from Brisbane for many miles to the 
te~minus of a railway, and then carting it 
mile~ to the site of a particular building, 
passmg a sawmill en route where the neces­
sary timber could have been procured, 
necessarilv verY considerablY increases the 
cost so far as the timber is 'concerned, 

Mr. GLEDSO'l: That is not what the hon. 
member for Aubigny said_ 

Hoc.;. J. G. APPEL: I am stating my 
own ca•e. In most of these buildings, for 
a.tgument let us class the timber as No. 1 
timber, No. 2 timber, and No. 3 timber, and 
w find that the No. 1 timber, which is 
required first, is frequently not sent forward 
in sufficient quantities, and the No. 2 timber 
is on the job before the No. 1 timber. The 
men are on the job for the purpose of carry· 
ing out the work, and, owing to the lack 
o£ material, the work is delayed, and this 

causes further expense. I am 
[8 p.m.] gla-d to hear that the Minister 

intends to authorise the local 
school committees to carry out small jobs, 
The committee of the State school at South­
port brought under my notice the fact 
t.hat they had reported to the department 
that a stump under the school building 
was decayed, and that it could be 
replaced at a cost of 19s. A reply was 
rec<,in•d that the matter would receive 
consideration. The department incurred the 
e'<pense of sending an inspector down there, 
and then the committc'e received a communi­
cation from the department that the work 
was approved, and would be carried out. 
The carpenter from Brisbane caught the 
ea-rly train, and had to be pai-d from the 
time he left his home, He started work 
in Southport after the lunch hour, He 
worked the next dav, and finished on the 
third day, and he then received payment 
fol' the time occupied ir reaching his home 
at Taringa. It took three days to 
have the work carried out, and, as the 
department had also to purchase the 
material, the cost incurred by the depart­
ment meant much more· than the sum of 
19s., which was the amount of the tender 
for replacing the stump. We only point 
these things out to the, department for the 
purpose of economising as much as possible. 
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so that a larger amount of work can be 
carried out. An expenditure such as I have 
referred to is not necessary. We point out 
these things to the department so that mis­
takes of that kind may be obviated in 
futuw. I am glad to know that it will be 
th" policY of the department in future to 
allow small alterations like that to be carried 
out on the spot. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (JJremtr): After hear­
ing- the hon. member for Albert address the 
Committee one is impressed with the fact 
that, when an hon. member talks for 
talking's sake, it generally leads to his not 
knowing when his time is finished and when 
it is not. It also gives us an idea of the 
confusion of thought which exists among 
hon. members opposite, who nev'lr seem to 
be settled in their opinions. Politically, they 
arc Vicars of Bray. so far as their policy 
is concerned, and they are Vicars of Bray 
in other ways. Whatever may be the 
dominant cry, they ·desire to be in accord 
with it, and in somo cases, w.ha.tever the 
dominant nationality may be, they also 
desire to be in accord with it. The hon. 
member for Aubigny struck perhaps a 
rather good note. He pointed out that the 
grave error in connection with day labour, 
from his standpoint, 1s not the work of the 
workmen, but the work of the supervisors, 
officers, and people in charge. There has 
been from the other side no condemnation 
whatever of the system of day labour. There 
has merely been a wholesale ill-consi·dered 
and ill-digested condemnation of the super­
vision of 'Clay labour. I can find nothing 
else in the remarks of hon. members oppo­
site. It seems to me a remarkable thing 
why, if one man supervises work, mon cannot 
dr, the work in the same efficient manner 
a.nd at the same cost as if it is supervised 
b:y another man. That iB the whole difference 
between the day-labour system and the con­
tract system. It simply means that in one 
instance the work is supervised by a man 
who is out for his own profit and in the 
other instance bv a man who should be out 
for the profit of the State; and if, as the 
i\finister assures us, his officers are out for 
the benefit of the State, no argument can 
impress me that the contract system is better 
than the day-labour system. 

Mr. MoonE: I have proved it. I have 
asked you to give instances to the contrary. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: You have not proved 
it, any more than the hon. member for 
Albert proved his bold aPsNtions about 
money which is alleged to have come to 
this party from certain sources. No money 
from John vVren, the publicans, or the 
Licensed Victuallers' Association, or froin 
any other such quarter, has found its way 
into the Labour party's funds. The hon. 
member for Aubigny tried to convince the 
Committee that the whok of the quotations 
that were read by the Minister earlier in 
the day were published broadcast in the 
papers. Does he s>ty that the statement 
that Mr. Garbutt said that every Northern 
member would be obligecl to vote to refund 
all the money taken from pastoral lessees 
by th,is so-called policy of repudiation was 
published broadcast? 

Mr. MoonE: I read it in the Press. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: What the hon. 
member means is that he read it in the 
minute-book of the executive of his pa~ty 
organisation. 

Mr. MOORE: I have not read the minute­
book. 

Mr. PEASE: Your leader repudiated the 
whole thing. He washed his hands, like 
Pilate, and said there was no stain on him. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I want to say a 
word about the North Ipswich State School 
in the Bremer electorate. That school has 
received a little attention of late from the 
Works Department. and I am very thankful 
for that consideration. An addition has 
been made to the school. It is a grave 
matter of opinion in the electorate as to 
whether it is a good addition or not. 
Authorities in the department and outside 
varv in opinion. The authorities in the 
dep"artment say that it is a good bui!ding, 
and that it will be cool and well ventilated 
ia the summer time; but some architects 
outside have condemned it lock, stock, and 
barrel. They say it will bo a furnace and 
ill-ventilated in the summer time, and a 
menace to the children. I hope the Lord 
will send us a hot summer, so that I can 
accuse one set of authorities or the other 
of having no accurate. knowledge. I _would 
like to produce a httle further ev1dence 
in connection with the day-labour system; 
and if we all look round our own towns, 
we ~an get the evidence there. The Ipswich 
Citv Council recently decided to throw over 
it;" dav-labour system in connection with 
the sanitary woi'k. It was sick and tired to 
death of spending money on men who would 
not work and so they deci-ded to cut out day 
labour i,{ connection with the sanitary work, 
and hand it over to the contractors, who do· 
everything so well and wonderfully cheap. 
Thcv called tenders. but the work is still 
being done by day labour, and being done 
very efficiently under that system. Con­
tractors r·.~nnot be found who can do the 
work as thoroughly anc cheaply as it h~s 
been done under the day-labour system m 
Ipswich. 

HoN. W. FORGA]\: SMITH (Jfaekay): The 
hon. member for Aubigny made some rath~r 
sweeping statements in the course of ~1s 
remarks this evening about some work wh1ch 
he said had been carried out in his clector>:te. 
He complained that the Maclagan school JOb 
was a costl v one. 

Mr. Mo~HE: I only asked you to give 
the figures. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: 'I'hat was 
the subject matter of his complaint. The cost 
oi tho work was £681. 

Mr. MoORE: J referred to the P':'ll~ng 
down of the old ?11aclagan school and sh1ft~ng 
it to J'\orth Maclagan. You are dodgmg 

~ h Ho:-;. W. FORGAN SMITH: Then t e 
hon. member said that charges were made 
for certain work for which he said tenders 
were put in to the department. . I have 
discu•sed this matter w1th the officers of 
my d'•partment, bu~ they have Wl knuw]edge 
of any tenders bemg ca!lr,d f Jr the work 
a' all. 

Yir. NIOOH£: That. work is finishccl. 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: If there is 

anvthing in the hon. member'" ,tatement, 
at" all. he is digging up ar.cicnt history 
which has nothing to do with matter" u!Jder 
the control of the present Government at all. 

Mr. MoORE: Gjve the iigures! You are 
squibbing on it. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon. 
member for Albcrt made certain sweeping 

Hon. W. Fm·gan Smith.] 
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statements in his usual vulpine style. He 
referred to J ohu \Vron and the Brewers' 
As,ociation. I wish to say that, so far as 
lhis party is concerned. it is not necessary 
t•l deny any charges of that kind. The funds 
of this party are very meagre. They are 
subscribed bv the various unions and the 
industrial workers belonging to the different 
organisatiom. If the hon. member for 
Albert has any evidence of that kind to 
bring forward, I challenge him to do it. 
Bald statements are of no value in thio 
Chamber. Any man can put forward bald 
sta-tements, but what we ask for to-night 
ccnd what we have a right to ask for is 
this: If there is anything behind the innuen­
does of the hon. member for c\lbert, then let 
him cornt' fonvard like a rnan and give 
evidence in support of them. 

GovER~MEllT MEMBERS: Hear, hrar! 
Ho~. W. FORGAN SMITH: Further refer­

ence was made to what is called the extrava­
gance of this Government. In reference to 
the documents of the Queensland Country 
party I find another interesting statement very 
apropos of this very question. They were dis­
cussing the question of extravagance on the 
part of the Federal Government, and I find 
that Y!r. Garbutt justified it in this way-

,, Criticisms of extravagance were all 
very ell and very easy and very much 
the function of every Opposition, but 
thev rnmt remember that the whole 
country practically compelled the Hughes 
Government into its heavy expenditure 
on returned soldiers and other matters." 

So we see that criticism, looked at from 
thE' Country party point of view, is not 
looked upon seriously. It is looked upon 
as a funct,ion of the Opposition to criticise. 
I well remember when the ex-member for 
Burrum was in the House. He was a very 
n,ble man in his own way, and he was 
deputy leader of the Opposition. Ho said 
he was not here to criticise, but he was 
here to condemn. 

In the course of his remarks the hon. 
memher for Albcrt made some remarks that 
c:mnot be described as being in good taste. 
So far as I am personally concerned, I do 
not look upon any nationality as being mucll 
better than another, and, in any case, no 
individual chooses his ancestors. 

Hon. J. G. APPF.L: Then your first remarks 
were in ,,·orse taste. 

Ho~. W. FORGAN SMITH: It does not 
matter what nationality a man belongs to, 
he should not be a'hamed of his nationality. 
I would like to quo,te from a lea,flet., 
" Patriotism as we find it." It is dated 
13th ]\fay, 1893. and is addressed to the 
doctors ~f Xundah. H roads-

" To the electors of Nundah. 
,. As a candidate for the next election 

of our representative for the electorate 
of Nundah, I take the liberty of asking 
for your votes and depend upon your 
support, because I am the son of a man 
whose cradle, the same as yours, stood 
in the German fatherland. 

" To the most of you I am known 
since the <lays of my early infancy. As 
the son of a German farmer, I have 
always been so thoroughly impressed 
with the fact of my belonging to the 
German nation that I have made it my 
duty to learn the German language, and 
now speak and understand it. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

"From political convictions I have 
ever belonged to the Liberal party, and 
am opposed to every monopoly, as well 
as against syndicates created by men 
without honest conscience, who want to 
again bring back Queensland to the state 
of early days-a huge sheep walk. 

" I believe that our beautiful colony 
must be settled with that class of farmer 
to whom my father and you belong, who 
have contributed more than anything else 
to bring the land to its present state of 
development. I do not believe in land 
grant railways nor in black labour, 
because I feel that this, my native land, 
can onlv become a great country through 
the labours of her white people." 

Very laudable! It continues-
" I am for a protectionist policy, which 

will create markets for the products of 
our farmers, and which will encourage 
our sons to settle on the land. 

" I am, further, against additi<~mal 
taxation at prcoent, because I beheve 
that with proper economy and retrench­
ment there will be sufficient means to 
cover cost of government. . 

" As you know, I ha_ve !jreat rntorests 
in the country and wrll, rf elected, do 
mv best to cr~ate prosperity. My ser­
vices will be at all times at your dis­
posal, and as I count nearly all of you 
as mv friends, you can not only speak to 
me as your representative, but as your 
friend, and in your mother tongue. . 

" Different other political points I wrll 
explain to you when I have the honour 
to address you personally. 

" I sign, gentlemen, 
"Your obedient servant, 

"J. GEORGE APPEL." 
(Government laughter.) 

Mr. VowLES: What has this got to do 
with the Estimates for the Department of 
Public Works? 

.Ho)!. W. FORGA2\J SMITH: The h?n· 
member for Albert cannot object to bemg 
reminded of these things. Later on in 1915 
he repudiated this and claimed to be a 
descendant of the French Huguenots l I would 
remind the hon. gentleman that "consistency 
is a jewel." It is ver_7 out of place to _find the 
hon. member for Albert to-d!ly co~mg for­
ward making allegations agamst th~s part:y, 
using all kinds of innuendoes agams~ ~hrs 
party, without backing it up by one ~cmtrlla 
of evidence. The hon. gentleman rs often 
posing as the patrio~ .. He poses as the pure­
bred merrno Imperrahst. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: You are a flamboyant 
quacksalver. Neither by your brogue nor 
vour manner would you be taken for a 
Scotchman. (Loud Opposition laughter.) 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: I hope that 
in future when the hon. member is address­
ing this' Chamber, his remarks will be in 
ordinary goo'd taste. 

Mr. J. JONES (Kennedy): In listening to 
hon. members opposite, I. noti_ce th'!t they 
have been expressing satrsfaotron wrth the 
treatment they have received from thrs 
department. The hon. me;nber for He_:bert, 
speaking on the Address m Reply, sard he 
was quite satisfied with the Department. of 
Public Instruction because he got everythr_ng 
he asked for. It is quite the reverse wrth 
me because everything that I have asked 
for'. I have not got. I have only asked for 
three or four small things, but I have not 
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.got them. Anyone travelling along the 
Northern Railway might know a place called 
'' Macrossan." There is a little school 

·there. If a man who owned a cattle station 
did not provide better accommodation than 
·that for his workers, he would get six months. 
Yet this school is supposed to provide shelter 
.for the children. There is no veranda to it, 
and no shade at all. It seems strange to me 
·that Government members can get all they 
aek for and I can get nothing. I <·annat get 
:wything done to that school. Why is it? 
Is it because I belong to that enemy of the 
Government, the squatter? Is that the reason 
that I get nothing? It does not look too 
good. In regard to the question of day 
labour versus contract, I think we should 
·gi ''e the contract system a trial oc<'<1Sionally 
as a check on the day.labour system. I quite 
realise that the " go slow " policy is dying 
away. The sensible workers are beginning 
to r?alise that it is no good, and they have 
·cut It out. A couple of years ago there was 
a lot of " go slow " because the extremists 
were lending the big body of the me•JL The.1· 
are cutting it out because people are coming 
to recognise that Queensland is not benefiting 
'by it. 

I want to make myself clear with regard to 
i he repudiatory legislation of this Govern­
ment. \Vhenever I have ·an opportunity. as 
a 'upporior of any party, to repeal tlwt 
legislation, I shall take it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.\1.: \V ill you give back 
the rnDney? 

MI·. J. JONES: There is no occasion to 
sive back the money. \Vhy not give the 
men longer leases'! (Government laughter.) 
l say there is no necessity for a reful)d. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S;mTH: Then you say 
that the leases should be extended? 

Mt. J. JONES: The repudiatory legisla­
tion of the Government does not affect me. 
l•ecause I appealed against the decision of 
the Land Court and my appeal was upheld; 
but I am speaking in the interests of the 
people who have not been so fortunate. We 
know that there are companies which have 
made fortunes, but, in order to make those 
big companies pay heaps of money, the 
Uovermvent are prepared to sacrifice thou­
::'ands of pPople who ov,·n only a few hoad o{ 
·cattle. vYhat about their St'ate stations? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I do not wish 
to restrict the hon. member unduly. but the 
hon. member is hardly in order in discussing 
the Land Act Amendment Act on this vote. 

Mr. J. JONES. I want to make myself 
dear on that point. 

11r. HARTLEY: You made yourself very 
dear. 

Mr. J. JONES: I am here to repeal that 
lcgisla tion, and I am also here to bring 
about a rodudion of the rents of the small. 
struggling selectors, because th<w are in a 
worse position than the big mer1. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): I think 
that the remarks of the hon. member fat' 
Albert were very unbecoming. As the 
Minister pointed out, he made a bald state­
ment and also, by inferencB or innuendo, 
suggested the Labour party had been receiv­
ing- certain money. Hon. members on this 
side of the Chamber never level charges 
against the Opposition unless they can pro­
duce evidence of the truth of those charges 

in writing; and, if hen. members opposite 
wish to make any charge against this side, 
lot them make it in writing, and let us have 
the evidence produced in this Chamber. The 
hon. member for _\ubigny admitted that the 
paper quoted by the Minister had been float­
ing round in their room for a fortnight, so 
that it is perfectly true, and we have doeu­
mentar.'· evidence against hon. members oppo­
site. I do not think they should make 
charges against this side unless they, too, 
can producn documentary proof of their 
correctness. 

In a previous speech I referred to the 
building of the J ondaryan school. It is a 
peculiar thing that the hon. member for 
Aubig-ny levelled all sorts of charges against 
the Go.;.ernment, and said that the men will 
not do a fair day's work. I say that the 
work0rs to-da v will do a fair day's work, 
but there arc ~ases-which we have proved­
where men have not done a fair day's work, 
and that is one of them. \Ye are always 
fair on this sid<'. and we do not stand for 
men who will not do a fair dav's 'vork for 
a good day's pay. The hon. member said 
that the cost .,·as only £2 over the e-,t1mate. 

Mr. MooRE: I pointed that out as evidence 
of the unreliability of the ectimate. 

::'lir. BRENNAN: The estimate was quite 
ri,-ht. It w.iS the estimate for a brand-new 
b;;ilding. but a good deal of old material 
was used, and, instead of the cost exceeding 
the estimatP bv £2. there should have been 
a profit of £'200. · The foreman has been 
denounced bv the other carpenters for hav­
ing- loafed. ~nd he has been relirwed of his 
position in Toowoomba. The Department 
of Public ·works would not stand his working 
there. The Government were not to blame, 
and the complaint I have against the hen. 
member is that he knew that the estimate 
was for a brand-now building-

Mr. MooRE: I did not. It is not in my 
e]Pdorate. 

Mr. BRENXAX: The men \vere all 
sacked. Why is the hen. member not fair? 
I sa v that as a rule the workers of Queens­
land~ gunc~·ally and' the won\.P'!_·-; !Jl. the. r.c­
partm.ent in particular, are conscH~ntJous, 
honest workers; but you do find such cases, 
and the Government are prepared to 
denounce such men. \Ve are an honest Go­
vernment. Hon. members oppocite will not 
denounce such men. Thev will take advan­
tage of anything to prov;, that we are not 
fair to the workers and on the other hand 
thev will abuse th~ workers when it suits 
the;n. It is very funny also to hear the hon. 
me m her referring- to farmers here and 
farmers there. The farmers know on which 
side their bread is buttered and who are their 
friends. Thev have been enlightened lately 
ao to the policv of this Government. and they 
are not to bO' gulled by an~- more of the 
" dopP " of members of the farmers' party. 

I did not know am·thing about the la,hts 
ot the Toowoomba co.urthome at night timP. 
I do not go out very . oft~n a~ night. I 
complained about the bghtmg m the day­
time. I believe. however. that the hen. 
member for East Toowoomba doBs go then1 
~t nig-ht to attend meeti~gs; and, if ~here is 
n light there in the evemng. I want It to ~e 
there also in the da,- time, because the stair­
case is very badlv lighted and occidents have 
occurred there during proceedings in court. 
~ow that the court house is in my f'loctorate, 
I am going one further than the hen. merr:-

lli r. Brennan.] 
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ber and I ask the department to have plans 
prepared to bring the staircase out on to the 
streDt, so as to make access to the court more 
convenient all<;! easier for the public, and to 
have the staucase better lighted so that 
accidents will not occur in future. 

Mr. DASH (Jlundingburra): I am .,...,rv 
pleased to see this amount on the Estimates 
for public buildings, and I am going to see 
if I cannot get some of the money spent in 
my electorate. Hon. members opposite have 
not put up any arguments against clay labour 
whatsoever. V•ie know that even when you 
employ contractors you have to employ some­
body to watch them to see that they put the 
proper amount of ·work into the job. W·e know 
from experience that otherwise the work 
will be scamped. 'I'he work that has been 
done by the Department of Public Works in 
Townsville has been a credit to the workmen 
and also to the officers in charge. We have a 
technical college second to none in ,,ny part 
of Queensland, and, although we have not 
everything that is desired, it is hoped that 
during the next financial year something will 
be clone in the way of building workshops. 
The committee have a fairly good credit 
balance, and they have always been up to 
the mark with the cash when estimates nr0 
being made for any new building or other 
work. I know whv members of the 
Opposition favour pie"cework or contract. 
l:J their policy they have a plank which 
stipulates for the retention of contract a.nd 
piecework. That wao one of the matters 
mentioned in their manifestoe; during the 
last election. It has be·en recognised by the 
Arbitration Court, for instance, in the local 
authorities' employees award that special 
provision should be mnde for contract work. 
It is provided that wlwre local authorities 
let contracts to workers who do th<: work 
themselve' they should receive a certain per­
centage over and above award rates, clearly 
proving that, by speeding up with loading 
hands and so forth, the contractor doc·s 
rret more out of his men than the council 
would get out of men on a similar job. The 
State does not believe in the nigger-driving 

which contractors go in for. We 
[8.30 p.m.] hope that the department will 

carry out all its works on the day­
labour system. It is not economical to send 
men into the country to do a job lasting only 
a couple of clayo. The Minister, who is a 
practical man in connection with the buildinr~ 
industry, says that that practice 1s not noN 
in vogue; that, wherever possible, local men 
are employed to do that class of work. Thee 
day-labour system pays better on big than on 
smnll jobs. Owing to the awards, the depart­
ment realises that it must employ the men 
locally or pay them so much in addition to 
their wages for every week they are away 
from their homes. That is an incentive to 
the department to get the work done as 
cheaply as possible and to get it done well. 
Xo one object' to the local meri doing this 
work in their particular towns; it is the only 
policy which could be adopted by the ·depart­
ment. When it employs workmen, it gets 
the best '"orkmen, because the ·v.rorkmen know 
that, if they get a job with the State, it is 
likely to be of a fairly perma.nent nature. 
I have had a good deal of experience of the 
work done on both brick anrl timber build­
ings. So far as I can learn, the workmen 
always complete it under the estimate. The 
men realise that, if they do not carry out the 
uay-labuur system as efficiently as possible, 
it will be only a matter of time when the 

[Mr. Brennan. 

contract system will supersede day labour. 
In the North the same class of men is em­
ployed by the State and by the contractor. 
I cannot, therefore, understand whv hon. 
members opposite advocate contract. " 

I wish to thank the .department for the 
amount of work which has been done in my 
electorate. I do not say that everything has 
been done for which I have asked; there is 
a good deal yet remaining to be -done. The 
work done has bnen of a first-class nature, 
and is a credit to the State. I am going to 
keep on so that I will get a fair shar·e of 
this vote. It will not be mv fault if I do 
not get a little more. The h.on. member for 
Kennedy complained that he did 11ot get what 
he asked for. In the portion of his ·electorate 
which has been taken from mine, everything 
has been parctically fixed up for some time, 
because I have had it attended to since I came 
to this House. I know there is an agitation 
for another school at the Giru sugar-mill. 
No doubt, it is badly needed. Some of the 
residents there are in a very bad position, 
because, when the heavy wet season is on­
and it lasts some weeks-the children are 
unable to go to the school from thoir resi­
dences. If they happen to be crossing over 
the. railway bridge, they are likely to meet a 
tram unexpectedly. I know that the depart­
ment is giving· this matter consideration. The 
Giru centre is going to be a very big 
centre. A lot of farmers are beginning to 
emploY men, and at the mill itself there is 
a lot of work to do. I am satisfied that the 
number of children is sufficient to t•,tablish 
a school. Building the school there will save 
the necessity for enlarging the schools at 
Hod-el, Minehan, and Marblegram. This 
GoverP,mont have spent more money on 
tPchnical colleges and schools in the Munding­
burra electorate than was spent by any other 
Government. 

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt): There has been 
a lot of debate on this subject. I do not 
wish to add much more, particularly in view 
of tho fact that the Minister has given such 
crushing L plies to the criticism which has 
been levelled at his department. Owing to 
his replies and to the effective matter he has 
had behind him, he has absolutely demoralis·ed 
the Opposition, until we see the sorry spectacle 
of not. one being able to carry on the debate. 

Mr. VowLES: We do not want to stonewall. 
Mr. FOLEY: As in all other debates in 

this Chamber, it will be recognised that a 
good deal depends upon what particular 
interests are affected. Had it been something 
affecting the mercantile interests of this State, 
the Opposition would have been supporting 
those interests, as thoy now are making a 
plea on behalf of the contractors of Queens­
land. Hon. members on this side have cited 
instances of the work done under contract. 
I could go on until to-morrow morning quot­
ing my experiences of the slumming of work 
done by the contractors for whom I have 
worked. How did Sir Alien Taylor and a few 
of the large firms in New South 'vV ales become 
w0althy? They did it under the contract 
system, by supplying to governmental and 
municipal bodies in New South yYales a cla~s 
of timber other than that whwh was laid 
down in the specifications. I have cut tim­
ber for those firms, and that which has been 
supplied has been something ?ther tha;::t ~as 
been specified. That goes on 11_1 the bmldmg 
trade right throughout Australia. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You were prejudiced all 
the time. 
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Mr. FOLEY: 1 was not prejudiced. l 
was not a member of Parliament at the 
time: I was one oi the proletariat. In con­
nection with the supplies of timber to the 
raih1·a··s in New South \Vales, where iron­
bark sleepers were specified the inspectors or 
the contractors passed blue gum and flooded 
gum-inferior timbers. 'The bulk of_ the 
biocks in the streets of ;\/ ew South V\i ales 
are not up to speci-fication. 'There is a case 
before the court in New South Wales now 
which illustrates \vhat contract work means 
in the municipal sphere. A man is being 
charged with conspiring with the contractors. 
and arranging that certain works would be 
guaranteed. Almost <?very hon. member 
opposite referred to th'e " go-slow " taches 
\vhich th0y said were adopted by the wor];:­
men under the day-labour system. 'Tli.e 
Minister quoted an illustration which came; 
under bis notice when travelling on one of 
the suburban trains which was held up for 
a few minutes. The men in the first-class 
carriages with high collars and stiff shirts 
were the first to criticise the work of the 
••mploc ces who had to ork for eight hours 
,,ith the "banjo" shifting muck. The men 
in the carriages could not go for half an 
hov.r in their own gardens. In n1y own 
electorate, when the State butcher shop 'yas 
being erected at Emerald, one of the leadmg 
citizens in a state of excitement rushed 
across to the foreman of the job and pointed 
out to him that the men were sitting down 
smoking-. \Vithout going into the matter 
0" making any investigation, he was 
politely told b\ the foreman that the work­
men were qnitc entitled to s;t clown and 
have a pipe for a quarter of an hour at least. 
bec..tusc the Arbitration Court judge had 
<twardcd tlwm that privil<'gP. That is an 
illustration of how individuals criticise the 
unfortunate worker, simply because he may 
be given a slight respite to which he is justly 
entitled, because he has to continue at a fair 
pace all de,y, Tho man who made the com­
plaint I am referring to only had to drive 
a "quill" all day in a local bank. Another 
illustration can be given with regard to a 
railway job in th<" Capella district. When I 
visited my 0lectorate a little while ago I 
,;,;cs practically bombarded at every lit!le 
town about the scandalous state of affaus 
in connection with the workmen engaged in 
building railway cottar;es. l:pon making 
inquiry at the Railway Department as to the 
reason for del a v in the construction of the 
buildings, I fo\md that on this particular 
occasion drizzling rain had come on. and 
that owing to the character of the work the 
workmen could not apply their energies to 
the wet timber, and there was a provision 
in the award that they could "lav off" 
durine: wet weather. :r received criticism 
of such a scandalous state of affairs in practi. 
cally 0very town. The individual responsible 
for those complaints was mentioned by the 
Minister a.s being present at the conference 
wh0n certain arrangements were being made 
by the Country part:·. One has only to visit 
work carried ont by the department to know 
that the material is of the best, and that 
the workmanship is of the very best pro­
curable. There arc, unfortunately, instances 
where the department have been unfortu­
nate in getting a foreman who is not up to 
tlw mark. On one job in my electorate one 
individual was the best part of a fortnight 
at an hotel. but as soon as the matter was 
broug-ht under not.ice he promptly got the 
" order of the boot." 

Mr. EDWARDS: It does not often happen 
that they get the " order of the boot." 

Mr. FOLEY: In all instances where the 
workmen are not up to the required stan­
dard and a complaint is made to the depart­
ment, which on investigation is found to be 
correct. the"· get the " order of the boot." 
I think the Opposition have had the worst end 
of the debate on this vote. On one hand the:· 
claim that more money shou]dfbe expended 
in the erection of schools and public build­
ings, although in the early part of the 
S<lssion they charged the Government with 
being an extravagant Government. Next 
session when these Estimates a-re bemg 
debated thev will again come forward with 
their old c!1arge of excessive use of public 
1nonev. 

Qu~stion put and passed. 
COC:RT Ol' INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (JI•ackay): I 
beg to move-

" That £5,183 be granted for 'Court 
of Industrial Arbitration.' " 

The vote this year has been decreased by 
£613. The amount actually expended last 
~ear was £4,358. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): There is a 
decrease in this vote this year. From 
<:'xpcrience wo find tha~ the Arbitration 
Court at the present time is not functioning 
in the way that we thought it would. The 
experience of the workers of this State arid 
throughout Australia to-day has been that 
the Arbitration Courts only take certain 
L1cts into consideration, and that certain 
things that the workers have to put up with 
are never taken into consideration by the 
court in fixing wages. Since the adoption 
of arbitration in Australia and other parts 
of the world, we find that the court has set 
down a certain standard, and they adopt 
what is the absolute minimum that a man 
can feed himself on and keep himself fit 
in order to continue to work and make 
profits for his employer. The court does not 
take into consideration what profits are 
made in an industry, and the workers are 
not receiving through the court a share of 
what the:: arc producing in the industry. 

Mr. EDWARDS: What about the industries 
which are making no profits? 

Mr. GLEDSON: Directly the profits fall 
below a certain point the men are thrown 
on the scrapheap and become unemployed. 

c\Ir. EDWARDS: What about the cattle 
industry to-clay? 

)fr. GLEDSON: T am not dealing with the 
cattle industry. The Arbitration Court has 
1cduced the wages of employee'' in that 
industry without an:, regard to the profits 
prcYiously made by the cattle owners. Year 
aJter year, since this Government came 
into power. the cattle owners and pastoralists 
generally have not paid the men anything 
like their fair share of the profits from that 
industry. The pastoralists have made large 
fortunes out of tT1at industry. Take the 
ilJCome tax returns and see the incomes 
some of the cattle owners are making, and 
look at the wages the men are being paid. 
'The same thing applies to otlfer industrie'. 
Take the industrv in which I havP been 
engaged for a ·lifetime-the coal-mining 
industry. At the present time that indus­
try is working under the Federal Arbitra­
tion Court as well as under an award of 
the State Court. The State Court fixeq 

J.~11'. Gledson.] 
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the wages in the industry, but in fixing 
that rate of wages the court did not take 
into consideration the profits being made 
in the industry. It took only into considera­
tion what is the minimum amount that a 
man can exist upon. Just lately, the Court 
reduced the workers' wag~s by 5s. a week, 
be'cause the cost of living has gone down, 
but it did not take into consideration what 
the l'mplo_vors were making out of the indus­
trv. Take the award in connection with 
storl'keepers and packers. Quite a number of 
storenH'll and packers are employed in con­
nection with the produce agency business, 
and their wagec; were reduced 5s. a week. 
Tl1at means that. a produce agent who 
employs fifty men is able to save £12 10s. 
a week out of the v. ages of his employees, 
or £650 a year, and not_ one penny of that 
has gone back to either the consumer or 
the producer. The agents have charged 
the same roommission that they charged pre­
Yious to the reduction in wages. 'fhat 5s. 
a week reduction in wages was simply a 
gift to the produce agents. If an agent 
employed 100 men, it would mean £1,300 
a year to him; and, if ho Pm played 250 
men. it would mean an absolute gift of 
£3,250 a year. The Arbitration Court did 
not take into consideration whether those 
industries were in a position to pay the 
a ward or not. Now take the attitude of 
the Court towards the workers. If tne· wor­
kers say" VVo are going to protect ourselves.'' 
as the" have done in connection with the 
brickhvE'rS, what is the attitude of t.he 
Court f The Court sav". "\Vo will take out 
the preference clause "unless you leave your 
unions open and allow anyone to come in." 

Mr. EDWARDS: Whv should they not allow 
anyone to come in? .. 

Mr. GLEDSON: In the first place, the 
court fixes the wages at a rate sufficient only 
to allow of a bare existence, and then they 
say, "You should allow everybody to come 
in, so that you will only get employment on 
two or three days a week." 

Mr. KERR: If a man can get a job, should 
he not be allowed to join the union? 

Mr. GLEDSON: After the unions have 
gone to the Arbitration Court and got good 
conditions those men come along and say, 
"Let us join the union." 

Mr. KERR: That is not the position at all. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Wh,- did the hon. mem· 
ber not get into a union" before he was forced 
into one? If a man will not join a union 
and join with his comrades in getting good 
conditions, he has no right to force a man 
out and take his place after good conditions 
have been obtained. If you will not allow 
the employers to take on any man they like 
-if yon prevent them from employing a man 
who is not a member of the union-they say 
there is a strike on, and the court comes 
along and says, " We will strike out your 
award," but if the employer comes along 
and says he cannot afford to pay thn rate 
fixed by the court and throws his men out 
of work--

Mr. KERR : .. You are building up a glass 
house. He does nothing of the kind. 

Mr. GLEDSON: vVe have a case now in 
connection with the Miners' Union, of which 
I am an officer. In that union. not only did 
we have an award, but we had an interpre­
tation from the tribunal that was appointed 
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under the Federal Industrial Peace Act as 
to the amount that had to be paid for tim­
ber work. But what did this mineowner do 9 

He comes along and says, " I do not think 
I ought to pay it," and he closed down his 
mine and threw the men ant of work. That 
occurred in the electorate of the hon. mem­
ber for Aubigny; but we do not see that 
hon. member getting up in his place and 
fighting for those men. From 1st August 
these men have been thrown out of work 
because the employer was not prepared to 
pay the rates set down in the award. 

Mr. Knm: Is there any award to make 
the workers work? 

Mr. GLEDSON: There is the law of star­
vation, which is used by the friends of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. SrzER: Not when you give relief. 

Mr. GLEDS'ON: Is there any law to make 
the worker work? Of course, there is a law 
-when he sees his " kiddies " come home at 
night and he has nothing to put in their 
mouths. That is the law which the friends 
of the Opposition are carrying out at the 
present tim0 in Great Britain. I have here 
the "Manche<ter Guar-dian," which is not 
a Labour paper. A representative from this 
paper went along to the coalmining districts, 
and he reported as follows:-

" A young miners' agent here told me 
of a colliery workman whom he knows. 
The workman, like so many others just 
now, is working only three days a week 
and ' playing ' the other three. He 
reported that he would not be able to 
come to the pit on his next working day. 
Why not? he was asked. The workman 
cried. His reason was that he had noth­
ing to eat. He had to walk to the eol­
lim·y from Wigan-4~ miles away-in the 
morning and back at night. His mate 
had brought food for him for the last 
two days. His wife had to take off her 
chemise, wash it, and pawn it to get some 
food. 

" Men were doing this every day, said 
the miners' agent; walking backwards 
and forwards between Wigan and Hind­
Icy, doing a full day's ":ork at the pit 
with no food, and sometimes collaps!l1g 
from hunger. He had himself taken 
food to the colliery to share with miners 
and their families who were without. 

" Three weeks ago, at a meeting of 
the local school attendance committee, a 
mother proffered reasons why her chil­
·dren could not attend school. , They had 
no clothing fit to go in. The father. 
working three days a week, took no food 
with hlm to the colliery; the children 
had no food in the morning, none at 
dinner time, and a slice of bread each 
at night. 

"The latest scaling-down has reduced 
the waO'es of these miners to the lowest 
point they can touch under the existing 
agreement. Wages at day rates are now 
20 per cent. above those of 1914 ; the 
cost of living. according to Government 
figures, is 81 per cent. above th:'t of 1914. 
The lowest~paid a·dult worker IS the sur­
face man with about 5s. 6d. per day. 
The day's pay of the most highly-skilled 
collier amounts to about 9s. lOd. The 
wages of the other grades fal,l, some­
where between these two figures. 
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At 9 p.m., 
Mr. F. A. CooPER (Bremer), one of the 

·panel of Temporarv Chairmen relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. ' 

Mr. KING: That is the thing to make a 
man work. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Yes-one slice of bread 
nt mght, and nothing in the morning, and 
nothing at dinner timl? 

Mr. ELPHINSTO::-IE : Tell us the tales about 
Russia. There is something worse there. 

Mr. GL~DSON: I can give you tales 
about Russ1a. 'rhe hon. member for Oxley 
knows nothing about Russian conditions. 

Mr. KERR: Do you know anything about 
them? 

Mr. GLEDSON: I know something about 
thorn. I do not know all about the matter, 
bee a use we cannot get a, proper report of 
what is happening in Russia in the capital­
istic Press. 

A GovERK1IENT MEMBER: What about the 
Labour Press? 

Mr. GLEDSON: We cannot get it in the 
Labour Press because the capitalists control 
the cables between here and Russia. The 
news is prevented from coming here, but 
'vhen the truth is told a.bout Russia we shall 
find that the Russia.n Government will not 
allow their children to starve under their 
system, and to go without dinner. They 
will not send the children to oed with one 
slice of bread in the day. 

Mr. KERR: '\Ve have been told about the 
starving children in Russia, and have been 
sending food to them. 

Mr. GLEDSON: What are the conditions 
under arbitration in England? 

Mr. KERR: Ta.lk about Queensland and 
never mind Russia ! ' 

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite 
do not like to have the conditions under 
Xationalist Govornmonb exposed. Tho,­
do not like the conditions under the go,-ern­
ment of their friends to be shown up. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE : Did you sec those 200 
unemployed here yesterday? 

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite 
ar? barking like a lot of dogs. I want to 
point out that. whilet the wages of the 
miners in Great Britain have been reduced 
under arbitration-surface men having been 
rednced to 5s. 6d. a, dav. and other men to 
7~ 9d. a day, or practic~llv 20 per cent. over 
thP 1914 rates-the cost of living has increased 
from 80 to lOO per cent. over the 1914 
rates. At th" same time the profits of the 
<'olliery proprietors in Great Britain have 
inneased out of all bounds. 

Mr. SIZER: If that is so, whv did you 
support thB Government in reducing the 
wages b:.· the Arbitration Court? 

Mr. GLEDSON: I can sa.y that I did 
not support the proposal. 

Mr. KERR: You voted for it. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Hon. members opposite 
asked me a question. and then they will not 
allow me to answer it 

Mr. KERR: Tell the truth, then ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: I did not support the 
proposal to reduce wa!les, but I did support 
the> proposal to reduce the hon. member's 
wages. That is what the hon. member for 
l'\undah is complaining a.bout. He is corn-

plaining about the reduction of his own 
salary. Instead of stopping in the House 
when the vote was taken, the hon. member 
walked outside rather than support the 
measure to reduce his own wages. 

Mr. SrzER : I voted for it. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member did 
not. He walked outside. I want to point 
out that the profits of the colliery proprietors 
have increa.sed out of all bounds while the 
minors' wages have been reduced under 
arbitration. I would like to point out that 
the se.me thing applim, in connection with 
the F.ederal Arbitration Court, and the 
Federal tribunal under the Industrial PeacA 
Act. The position in the coa.l industry at 
present is such that there is likely to be a 
big upheaval in Australia, and that no coal 
will be produced in the Commonwealth in 
a few days, through th0 action of certain 
interests which are at work to prevent the 
miners from getting a decent wage. In the 
South Coa,st district of New South Wales, 
where there is a Nationalist Government in 
power, the men were working at a rate very 
much under the minimum wage. Under the 
efficiencv clause they were. entitled to have 
their w"ages made up tc' that amount, but 
th0 colliery proprietors ,refused to raise them 
t0 that amount. This matter has been ha.ng­
ing on for eighteen months. The Coal 
Tribunal promised the men that, if they 
would work, they would deal !Wit,b. the 
matter. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: That was when the 
Labour Government were in power. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The Federal Nationalist 
Government have taken control of all 
ma.tters in connection with the coal industry. 
The Coal Tribunal met, but did not deal 
with the case. The colliery proprietors have 
since come along and asked for a 33~ per 
cent. reduction in the miners' wages. They 
say they are going to apply to the Federal 
High Court to get an injunction aga.inst the 
tribunal dealing with the efficiency cla,use. 
The tribunal said, "We will deal with the 
claim to reduce miners' wages by 33~ per 
cent., to increase their hours, and take away 
their Saturday half-holiday and make them 
work all day on Saturda.ys." There are 
scYeral other things they want to take from 
the men--overtime and other payments. 
Thev will deal with those matters. but will 
not "deal with the matter which has been 
hanging on over eighteer. months. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: What is the cure 
for that? 

Mr. GLEDSON: We want to appoint men 
to our Arbitmtion C'ourt bench who know 
somet.hing about the industry. I think we 
ought to take the Arbitration Courts out of 
the hands of judges altogether, and put men 
in charge who have gone through the mill, 
and know what it is t0 be a worker, what 
it is to live on £4 a week and only have 
three days' work a week, and what it is to 
live for weeks without any wages at all. 

Mr. GREEN: I thought the Arbitration 
Court judges were temperamentally fitted.. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
Townsville perhaps thought that Mr. Gar­
butt and Mr. Edkins were temperamentally 
fitted to decide what was to be the policy of 
the Country party. The leader of the Opposi­
tion does not think that they are tempera· 
mentally fitted. 

Mr. WARREN: What do you think they are? 

Mr. Gledson.] 



1276 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I am not here to give my 
opinion on that. All I have got to do now 
is to deal with this vote, and most of my 
time has been taken up in answering inter­
jections. 

Mr. KING: Do you favour wages boards? 

Mr. GLEDSON: If we are going to get 
down to arbitration that would be a success, 
th<m we shall have to get away from the 
practice of fixing the minimum wage of the 
worker. vVe should not merely fix a wage 
that he can exist on. We have to allow him 
sufficient money to keep himself in bodily 
health. It is time that he got away from 
being a mere machine for the employing 
class and a machine for making profits for 
employers, because under that system, when 
a man is of no further use to them, they 
throw him out altogether. They tell him 
then that he can go to the Government and 
get relief, or go to Dunwich or anywhere 
else he likes. We have got to get away from 
that. \Ye have got to treat the workers as 
being necessary to the community. :\;fen 
should not be mere machines, as they are at 
the present time. To do that we must get 
arbitration away ·from thB judges of the 
courts. We should appoint an independent 
man who knows something about what he is 
adjudicating on. so that he can give a deci­
sion on broad linBs in the interests of the 
workers of the State <Lnd in the intBr~sts 
of the communitv. After all, we must all 
realise-the Opposition also-that every 
reduction in wages means less monBy in 
circulation, and that means less employment. 
\Ve know that the workers spend every penny 
they get. You do not see the workers going 
to America or England for a trip. 

Mr. KERR: You won't give a man a chance. 
You want to level everyone down ; that is 
your policy. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for 
Enoggera must realise that therB are two 
classes in the community. One is the class 
of people who work to keep thosB who do not 
work, and the second is the class who do not 
work but live on those who do. The capi­
talistic class hav·e members of the Opposition 
fighting for them all the time. They pro­
vide them with funds to fight the workers 
with. These are the people who are on top 
every time. They control, not only members 
of the Opposition. but they control the 
capitalistic Press; they control the cables and 
everything else, and they also,, to a large 
extent, control the wages of the workers. I 
hope that arbitration will be put on such a 
basis that future workers will not be tiBd 
down to the exact minimum that it is possible 
to pay them, but that they will get "' decent 
wage for the work they perform. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): We have just 
hBard "' diatribe from the hon. member. who 
;, among those who wish to see the govern­
ment of the country carried on by expound· 
ing class hatred and class consciousness. The 
hon. member for Ipswich tried to point out 
how badlv off the workers of Australia, and 
Queensland in particular, are at the present 
time. \Vc have got to remind him of the 
fact that, whBn tho Government took office. 
members of the Opposition pointed out quite 
plainly what the position would be, because 
the Government were acting on unsound lines. 
They were expounding the theories of the 
stump orator, the m<Ln who breeds class 
hatred and tries to prevent the people of 

[.Mr. Gledson. 

Australia from se_ttling down to industry and· 
work. 

At 9.15 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
Mr. CORSER: You cannot find hon. mem­

bers opposite with one idea in the interests of 
building up industries. They are always 
expounding the theory that one section must 
fight against the other, and they can only 
exist by having continual strikes in industry 
and by destroying industry. 

Mr. COLLINS: Is this your South Brisbane· 
speech? 

Mr. CORSER: It is not necessarily my 
South Brisbane speech, but the hon. gentle­
man should listen and digest it for himself. 
The workers of Queensland to-day, after 
being under the domination of a socialistic 
Administration for seven years, agree that 
the wages, despite Arbitration Courts, are 
no better than the wages were under the 
previous Administration in 1914. Hon. mem­
bers are silent as to that statement. 

Mr. W. COOPER: Th<Lt is the younger ones. 
They may be getting smaller wages. 

Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman admits 
something ; yet his Government say they are 
go in o- to rectify all things. They claim the 
Ynte; of the younger section. vVhy do they 
not go to thB younger section and tell them. 
the truth? I have a quotation here from the 
.. Standard " of 14th March, 1922, which 

says-" The actual money v<Llue of the pre-
sent high wage; is 11 per cent. less than 
during the pre-war period. . . . _As 
a matter of f'old fact, the Austrahan 
workers were receiving higher wages ten 
years ago than at a.ny period since." 

That is from their own official organ. Here 
is another quotation from the " Railway 
Advocate," also an official organ of the 
Labour party, under date lOth February, 
1922-

" 'l'he basic wage in 1911 was 51s. 3d.,. 
eqnal to £4 17s. 4d. in .January,_ 1922, 
ther.efore the present basic wage IS 17s. 
4d. per week less than in 1911." 

Those are admissions from their own official 
organ, which show that they are _worse off 
since this Government have been m poW(lr· 
The Government came into power by promis­
inO' the workers cheap food, cheap rent, high 
w,;:'ges, and short hours. These are. the thi~gs 
that they preached from the kerosene tms 
at election time. \Ve find that after seven 
years in office a lot of ~he pe_ople have got 
no work <Lt all, and their official P';P_ers say 
that those who are working are receiVI?!j less 
than was received under the last Admmistra­
tion. I consider that the Govern~ent a_re 
responsible for the unemployed whiCh e~Ist 
to-day, because they have killed. indu~tnes, 
and bBcause they have killed all mcenhve to 
thrift. People who have got money to mvest 
arc not goino- to invest it in industry under 
presf·nt concflti ons. That is the reason so 
many have had to close down. 

M;·. FoLEY: Quat<' " Knibbs" on profits. 
Mr. COHSER: We have only to look at 

:'\'cw South \Yak·s to sec the unemployment 
that wa" created there by the Contmuous 
Labour Government. 

The CHAIRMA:"J: Order! I ask the hon. 
gentleman to ccnflne his remarks to . the 
vote. which is "Court of Industnal Arbitra­
tion." If he can connect unemployment 
with that, he is quite in order. 
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Mr. CORSER: I am coming round to it . 
. (Laughter.) The Industrial Arbitration 
Court was established to provide a fair 
living, and we had a t-emperamentally fitted 
judge appointed. Now hon. members oppo­
site are conden1ning the judge, and the hon. 
member for Ipswich says we ought to be 
more careful and appoint men who are fitted 
t·) the position. That is what the hon. mem­

·bor said who has just resumed his seat, 
and yet. they appointed those judges them-
5Clves. I suppose they will have the audacity 
m the next generation to blame our children 
for the existing state of things, although we 
are on the Opposition side. Even to-day 
they would try to throw the blame on some­
body else, yet one of their pet schemes 
when they came into power was industrial 
arbitration. They got up to-day and con­
demn it, and the whole of the community 
in the State, both employer and employee, 
agree that arbitration under present con­
ditions is not sound. 

Mr. PEASE: What do you think? 
Mr. CORSER: If the hon. member will 

come to my room to-morrow, I will enlighten 
him. (Laughter.) 

II'J:r. PEASE: Do your party not stand for 
industrial arbitration? 

Mr. CORSER: We believe in giving to 
c.-ery member of the community the full 
reward of his labour and that, if a man is 
wortho;· of a high wage, he should get it. 
\Ve believe that there should be employment 
Tor all, and that state of affairs can be 
brought, about by giving to the Opposition 
ihe opportunit_;· to govern the State. We 
believe, too, that no Arbitration Court should 
prevent men from entering into partnership 
with thei1· employers so that they may 
receive some of the benefits of their produc­
tion. Hon. members opposite do not want the 
people to increase production. They sav, 
" Do as little as you can and create more 
employment." whereas that creates unem­
P loymcnt. \:Vhether th<J worker be a maker 
of goods, a toiler on the roads, or a baker, 
i' he does not produce to the best of his 
ability. we cannot be fe-d cheaply and well 
and have money to spend. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: If you get everybody to 
produce foodstuffs, you will have any amount 
of food. 

Mr. CORSER: Hon. members opposite 
want the wc;llthy to take the job of the 
man with a pick and shovel. 

;\fr. \Y. CooPER: He should do his fair 
share, at all events. 

Mr. CORSER: In the view of hon. mem­
bers opposite, no man worb unless he takes 
off his coat and toils at some labouring 
job. Every class of worker is useful in the 
community, and everv work<'r knows that. 
Whv s.ho,;_ld one man' go and fill somebody 
else's job? 

Mr. W. CooPER: It is not right to go 
and exploit the worker. 

Mr. CORSER: If h<' is exploiting the 
worker, what are the Government doing? 
They got into power on the ticket that they 
W•'r<' going to rectify all these things. 

Mr. \V. rooFER: \Ve have rectified them. 
Mr. CORSER: Then why talk about unem­

ployment? (Opposition laughter.) We say 
that thom unfortunate men who came here 
vosterdav should at least have had the 
~ourtesy ·· of a hearing from the Premier. 
'[ say that in all seriousness. Those members 

o: the community have a rjght to expect 
the Government to gi.-e them work, because 
the A1·bitration Court wa;; established to 
provide work for them. \Ve were told that 
it. was going to rectify conditions so that 
a:l could get work. The annual report of the 
Director of the Commonwealth Bureau of 
Commerce and Industry contains the follow­
ing opinion:-

" \Vhen the worker is more of a partner 
in the enterprise, and knows what. is 
happening and is permitted to share in 
the profits, I am of opinion he will 
accept some responsibility for loss and 
be prepared to share it." 

At 9.25 p.m., 
Mr. PoLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel 

ot Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: Do you agree with that? 

::\Ir. CORSER: I do, and we should estab­
lish a system under which the employer 
is prepared to give that. to the worker and 
share the profit with him, and we should 
not allow any Arbitration Court to interfere. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Why not give the worker 
some say in the industry? 

Mr. CORSER: Why not l!'ive him some 
sa.v in the Tramways Bill? 

::Yir. GLEDSON: He has. 
:\h. CORSER: The hon. member mav 

haYe an opportunity to support a direct 
amendment in that direction. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The workers will elect the 
board to control the undertaking. 

Mr. CORSER: The tramway workers have 
asked for two representatives on the board, 
and the Government have refused their 
request. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. CORSER: Although hon. members 

opposite say that Australia is badly situated 
i:1 comparison with other countries-although 
thev haYe not included Russia-they have 
not' remembered to sav that there are 
3.327,456 persons in Australia with deposits 
in our Savings Banks, with an average of 
£46 to their credit, and that they hold no 
l<e"~ a balance than £154,396,051. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Now quote the millions of 
the capitalists. The other is a mere drop in 
the bucket. 

Mr. CORSER: Let the hon. member quote 
the number of millionaires there are in 
Queensland. I suppose he would immediately 
point to some institution to which hon. mem­
bers opposite ma:~ be lending money. It 
is very interesting to read in the annual 
rep0rt of the Bureau of Commerce and 
Industry, from which I have already quoted, 
the following extract :-

" The nation is a great co-operative 
society. Some men make boots, some 
make clothes, some produce fuel, and 
some raise food. The workers engaged 
in making boots, clothes, &c., get certain 
wages which they spend in buying boots 
and clothes, fuel and food. Now, if all 
the workers limit their output to the 
utmost, they may conceivably receive 
high wages, but there will be little food 
and fuel and few boots and clothes. 
There will be too few to go round, and 
the result will be that the workers are 
ill-clad nnd ill-nourished, whatever their 
money-wages may be, for one cannot 
eat money. If, on the other hand, all 

Mr. Corse1·.] 
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the worker' produce, with the help of 
the most perfect machinery, vast quanti­
tics of clothes, food, fuel, &c., the goods 
produced will have to be consumed and 
they can bo consumed only by the many. 
High production all round leads to great 
consumption all round. It makes cloth­
ing, food, fuel, &c., plentifui for the 
workers." 

Hon. members on this side believe that a 
fair reward should be given to every worker, 
that there should be proper encouragement 
to produce, and that neither hon. members 
opposite nor their satellites outside the 
House shall create class hatred and prevent 
men from working, or point out to them that 
by such means they are going to create more 
wages and higher wages. That is economi­
cally unsound, for the higher our production 
the cheaper our means of production even in 
primary production, and the cheape!· and 
higher our production the better for the 
State and everyone in the State. 

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): It seems 
strange that hon. members opposite should 
wish to cast slurs on members on this side so 
far as arbitration is concerned. I believe 
in arbitration. I do. not think, as one hon. 

member Inferred, that the mem· 
[9.30 p.m.] hers of the court should be 

temperamentally fitted for the 
position. I think that the Arbitration Court 
should adjudicate fairly between the worker 
and the employer. The hon. member for 
Mitchell the other night cast a slur on me by 
saying that I farmed the farmer. I believe 
in seeing an absolutely fair deal given. I 
believe that hon. members on thi< >-ido stand 
for a fair deaf to a greater extent that do 
hon. members on the other side. It is abso­
lutely untrue to say that I am farming the 
farmer. The hon. member who rnad<J ·that 
statement paid £3 a week to a man who was 
working his pineapple ranch-hard toil in 
the sun. He found that that was too much, 
and he employed an old-age pensioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He paid 
more than he was getting out of it. 

::\1r. WARREN: I pay £4 a week, which 
iJ more than the Government a•" paying to 
men who are working for them at Deerburrum 
cleaning up the farms which have been 
deserted by returned soldiers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Did you 
never pay less than £4 a week? 

Mr. WARREN: Yes, I have, hllt not 
during the last five years have I paid a man 
of the full ago who has been able to do a 
full day's work less than £4 a week. The 
Government should have the Arbitration 
Court put on them for their action in regard 
to Beerburrum. Those men are being sweated 
by the Government. It is manifestly unfair 
that they should have to do the rough work 
of cleaning up farms at £3 a week. It is 
not sufficient to keep a man going. I admit 
that it is a very difficult proposition from 
the Government's point of view. At the same 
time it is aboolutely wrong for those men to 
be sweated because the Government happen 
to be the Government. :!'i"o man that I know 
along the North Coast line IS paying less 
than £3 10s. a week. At Woomby€, Palm­
woods, and all the big fruitgrowing districts, 
they are paying from £3 10s. to £4 5s. a 
week. The clearing of these farms has been 
rendered necessary by the mistake which was 
made in putting men on land which was not 
fit for farming. I challenge hon. members 

[Mr. Corser. 

opposite to say that it is right for the Govern­
ment to take advantage of men who are 
wanting work, and I challenge them also to­
produce any evidence that. members on this 
side wish to sweat the worker. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): When th€ Indus­
trial Arbitration Act was going through we 
strongly objected to the preference to unionist'< 
clause being inserted, but that clause went 
into the Bill. What I object to now is that 
the employer is being mad€ an organiser for 
the Australian Workers' Union. In my 
opinion, preferencA to unionists meant that, 
if two men applied for a job, one being a 
unionist and the other not, the job was to 
be given to the unionist. 

Mr. W. CoOPER: All things being equal. 
Mr. MOORE: To-day we have got past 

that. The court has gone outside its jurisdic­
tion in forcing preference to unionists in quite 
a different way. The last definition we have 
is contain€d in an award of lOth May, 1922. 
I am going to read the clause to show what I 
n1ean. It says-

" The employer, when employing or 
re-employing any worker other than a 
casual worker, shall make it a condition 
of employment that he shall (unless he IS 

already a member thereof) agree to be­
come a member of the Australian Wor­
kers' Union: 

"Provided that if a strike occurs, any 
employ€r, on notice to the secretary of the 
union, may apply to th<; court for the 
abolition of preference mthe': w~olly or 
partially. Upon such apphcat.I,on the 
court may vary or rescind this clause." 

The court is forcing men to become unionists 
whether they want to do. so or. not, and' 
forcing the <employer to dechne to g1ve employ· 
ment to a man if he ·does not belong to a 
union even when a unionist is not offering 
for the job. The hon. member for Mount 
11organ a few years ago said-

" The court is only useful in so far .as 
the union is strong enough to enforc-• Its 
demands from the court; and, if the 
union is strong enough to enforce its 
demands from the court, it can do it 
without the court." 

That is an admission that the court is useful 
onlv when the union is strong enough to• 
enforce its demands. ·what sort of court is 
that? 

Mr. WEIR: That is not the logic of that 
argument at aiL 

:Mr. MOORE: If the union is strong enough 
to· enforce its demands, it is intimi-dation. 
Have we not seen that throughout Austraha 
during the last two or three years the 
strongest unions get the best awards h<:cause 
thev are able to enforce their demands m the 
cou"rt? 

Mr. WEIR: Do vou find that that applies 
in connection with Federal arbitration, too? 

Mr. JHOORE: Yes, it applies both m 
Federal and in State arbitration. I do not 
think the principle is a good one. The 
wages board system was far better. 

Mr. BRENNAX: What about the Industrial 
Peace Act? 

Mr. MOORE : There was nothing wrong 
with the Industrial Peace Act. 

Mr. BRE:"<!NAN: It only bred strikes. 
Mr. MOORE: We did not have many 

strikes under the Industrial Peace Act. 
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There is no work now for the men to 
enable them to strike. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Why did you abandon 
Hw wages board system? 

Th!r. MOORE: I have not the faintest idea. 
I suppose they thought they were going to 
get something better. The present Govern­
ment abandoned the Industrial Peace Act 
and put the Industrial Arbitration Act in its 
place, saying that it was going to be final 
and there would be no appeal. The Queens­
land Government were the first to appeal. 
When we reach the stage that the Govern­
ment cannot abide by their own court, but 
have to go in fm· super-arbitration, can 
anybody say that it is a success? . The 
workers all over the State to-day are saying 
that the court is of no use to them. \Ye 
have the spectacle of the workers, who at 
one time said the judge was temperamentally 
fitted, now abusing him. I do not agree 
that the Arbitration Court should only be 
ueed in the interests of unionists who are 
strong enough to force certain decisions. If 
the court cannot enforce its decisions I do 
not see that it is of any use at all: The 
court has not been the success it should be. 
No court that does not take skill into account 
can be fair. If it is to be a success, it 
reqmres the whole-hearte-d support of both 
sections. Award<> should be abided by loyally 
by both sections. If th'l awards are to be 
ignored, the court will ~ot be a success. The 
C<JUrt gave an award dealing with Mount 
Morgan. The men tlouted that award and 
remained out of work. The,- could have 
gone back to work on the conditions on 
which they eventually went back long before 
they did. The court does not take into con­
sideration the prosperity of an industry. 

Mr. DASH: The court did in the cattle 
industry, and reduced the wages. 

Mr. MOORE : If you are not receiving 
money out of an industry, how can you pay 
the wages? 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon. member 
is on the wrong vote. The Department of 
Labour enforces the awards. 

Mr. MOORE: I think the court has over­
stepped it,, powers in relation to preference. 
I think it is out of all reason. I object to 
being bludgeoned into the position of 
l:ecoming an organiser of a largo organisa­
twn. If a man offers himself for work and 
h0 is not a unionist, if no unionist is ~ffer­
ing, we have a perfect right to give him 
employment, wrthout compelling him to join 
a union to which he strongly objects. 

:11r. PAYNE (Mitchell): I am sati~fied 
that we have some defects in our arbitration 
system. but it is a better s,·stem than the 
lopsided system we had in" vogue a few 
years ago to settle disputes between capital 
and labour. I have alwavs found defects in 
arbitration. ~~o court that sets out to regu­
late conditions between the worker and the 
capitalist will be a success unless that court 
can hftve control over the cost of living. I 
said that many years ago, and it stands good 
to-day. The court has the power to fix a 
living wage, and may increase the wage of 
the worker in a certain industry this eek, 
and next week that increase is taken away 
because of an increase in the cost of living. 
\\'hen Judge Higgins first sat on the Federal 
Arbitration Court he said that he felt sure 
that the court was not going to function 
in a proper way unless it could control the 
r:ost of living. The hon. member for 

1\'l:urrumba made sneering remarks about an 
old man on my farm. If that old man does 
not receive better treatment on my farm 
than the hon. member gives his men, I 
will leave this Chamber. The m~'.1 that does 
the work on my farm, when he is working, is 
paid 12s. 6d. per day. The hon. member for 
Murrumba prates about returned soldierE. I 
said on one occasion that he had five or six 
families on his dairy farm. I have since 
ascertained that during the last three years 
he has had six families on that farm. 

Mr. WARREN: That is a lie. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA);: Order l 

I ask the hon. member to ithdraw that 
remark. 

Mr. WARREN: In deference 
wishes I withdraw the remark; 
statement by the hon. member for 
is not true. 

to your 
but the 
Mitchell 

Mr. P A YNE : I am stating facts. I can get 
a written statement from the next-door farmer 
to prove that <>very word I say is true. 

Mr. VowLES: The hon. member rs 
throwing mud. 

Mr. P A YNE: I will throw more mud. 
'I'ho hon. member for Murrumba wears ~­
returned soldier's badge on his coat. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I hope the hon. member will connect his 
remarks with the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. P A YNE : The hon. member for 
Murrumba would not lend his horse and cart 
to a returned soldier who had been working 
for him to fetch his goods and chattels to the 
railwa:r station. He had to get a horse and 
cart from the next-door neighbour's to fetch 
them down to th<> railway station. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA~: Order! 
I hope the hon. member will connect his 
remarks with the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. PAYNE: It is admitted that there 
will alwavs be defects in arbitration. I nm 
of the opinion that, while the existing order 
is maintained, we shall have disputes. 
Arbitration will not settle all matters. It 

ould be madness to abolish the Arbitration 
Court unle" wo can set up something better 
in its place. 

Mr. BRENNAN (1'oowoomba): It is gener­
ally recognised that we, as a Labour party, 
have a platform which no member has a 
right to deviate from unless that platform 
is altered by a Labour convention. Arbitra­
tion is one of the planks of the Labour plat­
form, and we are bound by it. The hon. 
member for Murrumba referred to farmers 
paying from £3 10s. to £4 5s. per week. 
Imag-ine the farmers' party going out with 
their platform and advocating that farm 
hands should get from £3 10s. to £4 5s. per 
week! If he wont to the Darling Downs he 
would be pole-axed for making that sugges­
tion. The farmers could not afford, accord­
ing to the view of hon. members opposite, to 
pay such a wage. They say we must not 
have tho rural workers' log applied to the 
farmers. They also say that the farmers' 
children have to work in order to enable the 
farmers to make ends meet; yet we have 
one member of the party advocating from 
£3 10s. to £4 5s. per week, and then abusing 
the Government because they put men on to 
clean up farms when the soldiers have been 
unable to make a success of them. We have 
tried to make these farms available to other 
returned soldiers after being vacated by 
returned soldiers, and thereby absorb some 

111r. B1·ennan.] 
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of the unemployed who are also returned 
soldiers. Yet we find such a policy being 
abused by the hon. member for Murrumba. 
On the other hand, you hear a blare of 
trumpets at the Post Office. \V e are told 
tha•t the Prime Minister once wanted a band 
tD head a procession, and he was told it was 
not a circus. He replied, " What is politics 
but a circus?" The hon. member for Mur­
rumba agrees with that, and at the Post 
Office w·e have a blare of trumpets. 

The hon. member for Aubigny complained 
about the Australian Workers' Union having 
preference in connection with local authority 
work, and particularly on construction works. 
Yet on one occasion we had men leaving 
their farms, valued at some thousands of 
pounds, and bringing their teams in and 
working on construction works. They got 
the 'award rates, althoqgh they were not 
industrialists. They tDok out tickets in the 
Australian Workers' Union, and were thus 
enabled to deprive honest men who were 
following up construction work from receiv­
ing employment. They had their crops 
growing on their farms, but they were not 
satisfied with their crops and a guarantee of 
8o. per bushel .for wheat. They wanted 
to got all they could, and they came in and 
started this work and prevented regular con­
struction workers from getting employment. 
The Arbitration Court should not allow men 
who have valuable farms and growing crops 
to step in and stop industrial workers from 
getting work. On the Willowburn construc­
tion works there were eight or ten farmers 
who had no right to be allowed to be 
employed there. 

Mr. VowLES: For the same reason you 
should not be allowed to grow wheat. 

Mr. BRENNAN: I did not grow wheat. 
I put in a crop of wheat and took the risk, 
and the proceeds went to the Toowoomba 
Hospital. I did not make anything out of 
it. If every man did the same, the Too­
woomba Hospital would be out of debt to-day. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for 
Aubigny objects to the one big union, yet 
he supports the Primary Producers' Organi­
sation Act, which is the greatest communistic 
Act ever place on the statute-book. We are 
constantly hearing the word " communistic" 
from the hon. member for Oxley. If they 
want to know what communism means, they 
go to the Primary Producers' Organisation 
Act. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Then it is nationali­
sation? 

Mr. BRENNAN: Of course, it is nationali­
sation. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: You denied it 
before. 

Mr. BRENNAN: I did not deny it. We 
find in the city at the preoent time, at the 
corner of Elizabeth street, certain trouble 
arising because a contractor refused to con­
form to the Arbitration Court award. He is 
putting off men and putting on free laoourers 
who are nothing else but "scabs." What 
chance has the worker of getting a fair deal 
unless he gets into one big union in order 
to preserve what he already holds? If any 
bndy of men out of work can go as free 
labourers to a man like Taylor, and deprive 
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those men who have fought for years to 
bring about a certain condition of things, it 
is unfair to deprive those unionists of their 
right to obtain the benefits of the Arbitration 
Court. We know the defects of the Arbitra­
tion Court, but at the present time it is the 
best system we know of, and it is no use 
altering the system and bringing in so-me­
thing of which we know nothing at all. The 
hon. member for Murr11mba has all sorts of 
complaints about the Arbitration Court. I 
would like to see arbitration extended to the 
share system of farming. I know something 
about that system, having practised my pro­
fession on the Downs for some years, and 
the leader of the Opposition also knows some­
thing about it. The farmer usually has the 
thick end of the stick. He gets a man with 
a wife and four or fi<'e children to work his 
farm. He puts on a big herd of cattle, and 
he usually gives this man one-third of the 
net profits. He supplies the seeds while they 
supply all the labour. If you take the 
capital value of the land, the inter8st on 
the value of that land, and the cost of sup­
plying seeds and plant, and put against that 
the supply of labour, it is a most unfair 
arrangement that the man who has the capi­
tal should get two-thirds of the profit and 
the man who supplies the labour only Gne­
third. Probably, if the owner of that farm 
could get a better tenant to put more labour 
on that farm, without any reason he will 
dismiss this man with his wife and family. 
It has been done very often. I heard a 
reference to a certain man having had six 
families on his farm in one year, and he 
denied it. I know farmers on the Downs 
who have had four or five families on their 
farms in one year. These rack-renting land­
lords are all the same. \Vhat we want is 
an Act providing for one form of agreement 
in connection with this share-farming system. 
and no farmer should have the right to go 
outside the four corners of that one agree­
ment. I know when Edward Denham, brother 
of the then Premier of Queensland, went 
a.!! over the Downs and took up farms on 
the share 'vstem. He had the capital, and 
he put cattle on the farms, and if you saw 
the way that man treatE>d his tenants, hon. 
members would agree that there should be 
an Arbitration Court award dealing with this 
share system of farming in order to protect 
those men who are forced to work for rack­
renting farmers. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: How would you 
sugge,;t having an Arbitration Court award? 

Mr. BRENNAN: I sav thev should have 
some protection under an agreement. They 
should have a definite agreement. 

Mr. J. H. C. RORERTS: They have a 
definite agreement. 

Mr. BREl'·iNAN: A definite agreement 
in favour of the landlord. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Not at all. When 
the tenant farm er sign' the agreement he 
shows that he is in favour of it. There is no 
compulsion. 

Mr. BRENNAN: You will often find a 
clause in the agreement to the effect that 
thP hay on the farm is to belong to the 
landlord. There may be a dry speli, and the 
tenant has to use the hay, and as soon as 
the hay is used, the lardlord comes forward 
and takes the whole of the cream cheque, 
instead of the two-thirds to which he is 
entitled under the agreement, and he says 
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to the tenant, "You know that is my hay." 
I have had experience in these matters. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: You have no 
tAporience. 

Mr. BRENNAN: I have had experience. 
I have never farmed with Chinamen, like the 
,hon. member has done. \Ve must have pro­
tection for any man who has to work on a 
farm. The Opposition have nothing better 
to offer than the Industrial Arbitration 
Court ; th0y want to get back to the old 
system of the Industrial Peace Act. We 
know there was a strike at Griffiths' 
Foundry, in Toowoomba. The firm was 
employing Russians, under the provisions of 
the Industrial Peace Act, and, because the 
Russians could not speak English, they were 
entitled to employ them at a lower ra.te of 
wages. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBBRTS: The Russians 
b< lieved in Communism. 

Mr. BREJ'\NA::-J: So did Griffiths 
Brothers. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: So did Brennan. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BRENJ'\Al'\: Thme was a dispute over 
tho employment of thc·-·e Russians, and some 
dispute with reference to employing Germans, 
but under the Industrial Peace Act you caul cl 
not touch the employer on that account. 
'There are no strikes in Queensland at the 
present time ,;orth mentioning. During the 
last eighteen months this Sta to has been 
more free from strikes than anY other State 
in the Commonwealth. What i; wrong with 
the Arbitration Act? The employers and 
employees are satisfied with it, although 
there ma:: be a little dispute at times. 
Where there are complaints, we have an 
opportunity of remed0 ing them. We have to 
,,tand for the Arbitration Court while it is 
a part of our platform. If the Labour 
Convention puts forward something better, 
w;, will adopt it: but at present wo are 
going to support the Arbitration Court, and 
think that it should not bo interfered with. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I am surprised 
that Opposition members should have the 
temerity to critir\se the Arbitration Court. 
If there is one institution more than another 
that the Government ought to be proud of, 
it is the Arbitration Court, and one can only 
get an idea of its efficiency by comparing 
it with other Arbitration Courts establisher! 
in Australia and other parts of the world. 
It is not necessary to go beyond Australia 
to find an Arbitration Conrt-a supposedly 
democratically founded court-that does not 
give anything like the same access to both 
emplo~·ers and employeeo, as the Queens­
land Court gives. \Vhen the present Premier 
introduced the IndustriRJ Arbitration Bill in 
1915, he laid it down that the fullest provi­
sions were to be made for both employers and 
employees in CC>><lS of urgency and emergency 
to approach the court, and to obtain a fair 
hearing of all grieva.nces. The Common­
wealth Arbitration Court is, an entirely 
different institution, and the reason why 
hon. members opposite are criticising this 
vote is probably because thev would like a 
court somcthinz on the lines of the Common­
wealth Arbitration Ccurt. 

Mr. GREEX: The hon. member for Ipswich 
<Criticised it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Almost every Opposition 
member has criticised the functions performed 
by the Arbitration Court. The hon. member 
for Oxlcy said that the time had arrived 
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when he believed that arbitration should be 
thrown overboard. I had a very bitter experi­
ence as an organiser <ef the Australian 
~Workers' Union before entering Parliament 
in connection with the Commonwealth Arbi­
tration Court. For many years we had 
organised the station hands with a view to 
putting their case before the court. The 
Commonwealth Act lays it down very 
definitely that no ease can be heard in the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court unless the 
dispute extends beyond the boundaries of one 
State. Two 01· more State' must actuallv be 
engage.d in a ·definite dispute before the Com­
monweaJth Arbitration Court can intervene, 
so, naturally, its jurisdiction is limited. We 
organised the station hands for about six or 
seven years and found it very difficult to 
approach the Commonwealth Arbitration 
Court. It was not ah industry where men 
congregated in large numbers like the moat­
works hands or the shearers in the shearing­
sheds. The station hands could not create a 
definite strike extending into two States in 
order to bring their case before the court, 
so it took six or seven years before we could 
get a hearing, although perhaps the station 
hands were better organised than any body 
of men in the Commonwealth. Almost every 
man working on the stations in Queensland 
and in many parts of New South Wales, also 
in South Australia and W·estern ~'l.ustralia, 
was a financial member of the Australian 
Workers' Union. They had a grievance, 
because the wages were not commensurate 
with the tasks they were called upon to 
perform, but they could not approach the 
court because thev could not create a strike 
in two States. After waiting many years 
they approached the Queensland Arbitration 
Court, and in a short time were given a 
hearing. That shows the difference bet·seen 
the Queensland Court and the Commonwealth· 
Court. For many years those men collected 
evidence, and were prepared to go before the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court. I had 
signed affidavits from hundreds of workers 
on different stations stating that the amounts 
paid to them were not sufficient, and giving 
information about the cost of living to show 
that they should receive an increase. In 
Queensland there is always a judge available 
to hear the cases brought before the court. 
The Commonwealth Arbitration Court had 
sixty cases waiting to he heard. Some of them 
were waiting for six or eight or ten months. 
In spite of that, they never appoint-ed more 
than one judge of the Commonwealth Arbi­
tration Court. Mr. Justice Higgins for years 
had the whole of that work on his shoulders. 
The result was that many men who wanted 
to approach the Arbitration Court-they were 
not actually on strike but they had a grievance 
-were not able to do so because there were 
so many caseB waiting to be heard. 

Mr. SIZER: Thev have ov-ercome the diffi­
culty by appointing more judges. 

Mr. POLLOCK : The hon. gentleman has 
no idea of the subject when he says that. The 
only additional judge was Mr. Justi<?e Powers, 
and, some time after ho was appomted, Mr. 
Higgin, resigned. 

Mr. SIZER: Mr. \V ebb, of South Australia, 
and Sir John Quick, of Victoria, have since' 
been appointed judges of the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court. 

:'lir. POLLOCK: That must be because we 
are approaching a Federal election. There 
was only one judge of the Commonwealth 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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Arbitration Court for years until :VIr. Justice 
Powers was appointed. Mr. Justice Higgins 
resigne-d and JYlr. Justice Powers carried on 
alone until a few days ago, when, as the hon. 
member for :t\undah says, two mor·e judges 
were appointed. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: Why did not Mr. 
Fisher appoint extra judges? 

Mr. FERRICKS: He tried to widen the 
powers in order to allow the Commonwealth 
Court to deai with cases arising in one State. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am making a compari­
son between te Commonwealth and Queens­
land Arbitration Courts, to show that our 
ovm court is a ven· efficient court. I think 
I am proving that~ It doe·' not matter to 
me whether Labour men have failed to do 
these things in the Commonwealth Parlia­
ment or not. The fact is that the Queens­
land Government have not failed, that they 
hold that the court is all that it is claimed 
to be, and that it is easily the most advanced 
institution of its kind in the world, where 
the employer and employee can get redress 
at the shortest notice, and where the judge 
is entirely independent. Nobod) can say 
that the judges of our Arbitration Court are 
not in an independent position. 

Mr. VOWLES: I hope so. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Does the hon. member 
mean to say that they are not in an 
independent position? That is the sort of 
innuendo that one expects from him. Plenty 
of rumours have been going around that 
these gentlemen are temperamentally fit and 
that sort of thing; but the fact remains th_at 
they are there for a certain term, and they 
can do what they like for that term. The 
suggestion has been made that they are not 
independent, and I wanted to know whether 
the hon. member makes that innuendo. 

Mr. VOWLES: I presume all judges are 
independent. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am quite content t.o 
leave it at that. Everyone knows that the 
judges are independent, and that the 
machinery of the court is the most up-to-date 
in the world. I challenge the hon. member 
to show me any court in the world which 
gives better facilities to the parties. If that 
io so, what is wrong with the arbitration 
system, except that hon. members opposite 
mav want to revert to that old state of 
affairs when men had to meet their 
employers around a table and discuss what 
wages they were going to be allowed to 
receive? Arbitration was introduced only 
because the men who were working for a 
living could not get a fair deal at those 
~onferences. I have been on anv amount of 
them, and I know that the me"n who were 
standing against the employers had no 
chance at all of getting a fair deal. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Will you say that 
no mistake' have been made in the Queens­
land Arbitration Court? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I will leave it to the 
hon. member to say what mishkes have, in 
his opinion, been made. I am not criticising 
the court. I am saying that it is the most 
up-to-date and most efficient, and, in my 
opinion, as fair a court as exists in any 
country in the world. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Do you not think 
it could be improved? 

Mr. T'OLLOCK: I do not think the hon. 
member or his colleagues would attempt to 
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improve it in any direction that would givE• 
a better deal to the worker. I am sorry that 
I cannot answer the hon. member's questions 
in a way that will suit his book. 

Mr. VOWLES interjected with reference to 
the basic wage. 

::Ylr. POLLOCK: That is another question 
that the hon. member will have answered 
in duo course. I have said in this House 
that I am prepared to trust the court in the 
fixation of my salary, and that is more 
than the hon. member is prepared to d9. At 
anY time I am prepared to leav'l the 
,,alaries or "molun1ents. or '\vhatevcr you 
like to call them. of any per 'On in the com­
munity to the Arbitration Court. I do not 
want the Arbitration Court for the workers 
and a special tribunal to fix my salary or 
the salaries of my colleagues. I say that in 
a case of this kind the Arbitration Court is 
competent in every way to fix wages in 
Queensland, and I only hope that the old 
system of employers meeting employees 
around a table has been discontinued for 
good. No body of employees will willingly 
meet their employers around a table in 
con fel'ence. 

J'.J:r. MOORE : Thev do that no\\ very often 
b:; order of the coin·t. 

Mr. POLLOCK: They meet their employees 
in conference by order of the court ; but the 
court is always there. If the employers want 
to squash them and the men will not stand 
it, they can refer the dispute back to the 
court. Under the old system, what oppor­
tunity would these men haYe of getting a 
fair amount of redress with conditions as 
they are to-day, or as they were a few 
months ago? What opportunity would they 
have, if compelled to meet their employers, 
of demanding a decent wage commensurate· 
with the work they were domg? Hon. mem­
bers opposite, being believers in the law of 
supply and demand, would insict on those 
men taking probably one-half the wages they 
are receiving now. By force of circum­
stances the men would be compelled to accept 
that. The Arbitration Court fortunatelv 
stands between them and that necessity. " 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Do you believe 
that there should be no such thing as effici­
ency-that every man, good, bad, and indif­
ferent, should be paid the same rate of 
wages? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not here to answer 
questions for the hon. member for Pitts­
worth in such a manner as would suit his 
book. The Opposition are ill-advised in their 
condemnation of a court such as this. I 
believe they would be better advised if they 
did as some of the shrewder of them think 
they should-said nothing about what they 
are goiBg to do until they ha pp en to be 
returned to power-whenever that may be; 
I do not think it is going to be at the next 
election, in any case. If they were to say 
nothing about their intentions in regard to 
the Arbitration Court, they might have a 
chance of getting on these benches. When 
they openly, as they have done to-day, say 
that they are determined to see that the old 
wages board system ag~Lin comes into exist­
ence-when they show the people in other 
directions that they are prepared to repeal 
most of the legislation passed bv this Govern­
ment and hand back to certain of their 
friends money that has been rightfully col­
lected from them by the Crown, thfYy have 
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not very much chance of getting over here. 
The party bosses have decreed that every 
member of the Northern Country party will 
be pledged to repeal the " Repudiation" Act 
and to give back this money. Whether they 
will carry out those pledges is another matter. 
The minutes of that meeting definitely show 
that they are to hand back that money or 
they will not be the endorsed candidates. I 
suppose that the majority of Country party 
members will bo in the same position; they 
will have come to heel or they will bo pleb is­
cited, and men wrll be put in their places 
who will do as they are told. The revela­
tions made to-day by the l\1inister are cer­
tainly welcome to this Chamber, as thev give 
us and the people. OL!tside some idea of the 
negotiations that are going on in an attempt 
to down the Labour party, and they show 
what will happen if thew gentlemen are 
returned to power. 

Mr. WARREN (3Iurrumba): It seems to 
me that an attack on share farming, especi­
ally when it is what I consider to be not a 
truthful statement, is wronging a big body 
of people. While there is a big return, a 
share farmer certainly gets a big rent for 
his land; but when times are bad he is 
actually losing money on the transaction. I 
make no apologv for any share farmer work­
ing for me. No share farmer who has 
worked for me has made less than wages. I 
mean by that that ho made more by working 
on the share system than if he had been 
receiving wages. I do not say that it is not 
a good thing to have a .man working on tho 
share system if he is a good farmer. If you 
can get a good man to manage that farm 
year in and year out, he will make more in 
that way. 

The CHAIR:.VlAN : Order ! I hope the 
hen. member will connect his remarks with 
the vote " Court of Industrial Arbitration." 

Mr. WARREN: You allowed certain hon. 
members opposite to make certain state­
mentc. 

The CHAIRMAN: Orde'r ! The debate, 
as far as I allowed it, was as to a suggestion 
that share farmers should come under the 
operation of the Industrial Arbitration Act. 
The hon. gentleman will be in order in show­
ing that that should not be done. I do not 
want him to infer that I am giving privileges 
to certain other hon. members that I am 
not giving to him. 

:\Ir. WARREN: I do not infer that. The 
share-farming system is a good one. It 
would be impracticable and unwise to bring 
share farmers under the jurisdiction of the 
Arbitration Court. By doing so· you would 
be preventing some men from making a start 
on their own, and consequently there would 
be more harm done than allowing the present 
system to remain. I admit that there are 
cases of hardship, but a man need not remain 
ia those cases. He can pack up his traps and 
go out. I would like to refer to certain 
statements made by the hon. member £pr 
Mitchell. I have never gone into anybody's 
electorate and mixed with the lowest company 
possible in order to work up a charge against 
anv hen. member. I stand for a fair and 
sqliare deal. 

l'l!r. PAYKE: Who did? I have a cleaner 
record than the hon. member. 

Mr. WARREN: I have never gone to the 
depths of attackinf( any hen. member either 

inside or outside of this Chamber. I intend 
to quote a letter sent to me. 

Mr. PAYNE: Quote the letter wher'e you 
refused to lend that man who was working 
foe· you your cart to take his luggage to the· 
railway station. 

Mr. WARREN: That is abwlutely untruec 
That man never asked me for the loan of a 
cart. As a. matter of fact, I was not within 
5U miles of the place when he left. Thee 
letter I received l'eads-

" Dear Mr. \Varren,-I was reading the· 
paper to-day and I see where :VIr. l'ayne 
was poking in tlil't as regards farming 
the farmers. \V ell, if you do not know 
how his pineapple farm is worked I wili 
tell you. I do not think you do, or else· 
you would have 'applied the gag.' Now, 
as l\Ir. Payne has a pineapple farm 
adjoining my brother's place just behind 
Traill's, I might say that he has an old­
age pensioner working, or trying to work, 
about 6 acres of pines. Some time ago 
he employed Thomas Anderson to clo the 
same work, and he paid him at the rat" 
of 10s. a day (he is a married man and 
has two children). That same landlord 
says 10s. a day is too much for a farm, 
labourer, and, of course, it is, no doubt, 
when a man can be got for less than £~ a 
week. I am a. very poor hand at wntmg 
a letter, but all the same, when he talks 
about farming the farmer, just mentron 
farming th€ old-age pensioner. If you at 
any time get a chance see Thomas 
Anderson-he lives just above Matt 
Ryan's on the Gympie road going towards. 
lVIoravfield-and I am sure he can tell 
you ~otter than I can about that farm 
and its workings. Of course, I do not 
want to see the old ago pensioner lose 
his job, as I am not after one, . but I 
am pointing out these few facts JUSt to 
show you the principle of some of our· 
worthless Labour members. I would be 
very glad if you do not mention my 
name." 

I may sav in fairness to this man that he 
came to r'ne personally after I received thi& 
letter and told me that I was at liberty 
to us~ his name. The letter continues-

" although I do not think he can do. 
me any harn1." 

Mr. P A YNE : I rise to a point of order. 
According to the Standing Orders, the hon. 
member must lay that letter on t.he table 
of the House. 

The CHAIR:V1AN: I would inform the 
hon. member that, under the generally 
accepted parliamentary procedure, he must 
lay the letter on the table. 

Mr. WARREN: This gentleman met me 
and told me that I could use his name. 

Mr. BRENNAN: He i" a "ratter" anyway. 
Mr. WARREN: The letter continues-

" but I will explain things better to. 
you when I see :yon personally, and if 
you do care to seek more news, I will 
find out the name of the old chap on 
that pineapple ranch. I might also 
say that the farm is somewhere about 
fifty acres, perpetual lease, and is for 
sale for the small sum of £900. No· 
house on same. (Robbing the farmer.} 
With kindest regards." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : What iv 
the name ..,f the writer? 

Mr. Warren_] 
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Mr. POLLOCK : Mr Chairman, I ask 
that your instructionR regarding t.he laying 
of the letter on the table, be carried out. 

Mr. WARREN : I a.m going to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: I ask that it be laid on 
the table now. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBEP.TS: Lay it on the 
table to-morrow. 

Mr. WARREN then laid the letter on the 
·table. 

At 10.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN said: Under the pro­

visions of Standing Order No. 307, I shall 
now leave the chair and make my report 
·to the House. 

The House resumed 
The CHAIRliiA~ reporteo progress. 
The resumption of the Committee was 

ma.de an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m. 

Supply. 




