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TUESDAY, 5 SEPTEl';'r:BER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Bcrtram, Jlarc-') 
took the chair at 11 rLm. 

APPLICATIO:\ TO VOTE BY PROXY. 

The SPEAKER: I hccvo to announce that 
I ha\·o this day received ilw following medical 
Cf'rtlfiratc from Drs. l<forgan Lane and 
Ellis ::Vlurphy, and a notification under the 
provisions of the Legislative Assembly Act 
Amcndnwn1 Act of 1922 from the Hon. \V. 
l\lcCormack :-

" To the Honourable the Speaker of the 
Le-gislative AFsembly of Queensland. 

"\Vo, Morgan Lane and Ellis Mnrphy, 
lc;;ally qualified medical practitioners, 
hereby certify that the Honourable 
\Viliiam :VlcCormack, member of the 
Legislati vc AS:serr1bly of Qu~cnsland for 
the electoral district of C:1irns, is in such 
a state of ill-health, through no fault on 
his part, that he is unable, and in our 
opinion vvill, during a pcl'iod of two 
'' ceks from the date hereof. be unable to 
attend any sittings of the House without 
gravely endangering his health. 

" GiYPn under our hands, at Brisbane, 
this fifth day of ScptemlH•r, 1922. 

,, MORGAX LANE, 

" A legally qualified medical practitioner. 

" ELLIS MuRPHY, 

"A legally qualified medic:tl pmctitioner." 

" To the Honourable the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly o~ Queensland. 

" I, William McCormack, member of 
the Lcgislativcc As"embly of Queensland 
for the electoral district of Cairns, hereby 
notify you that I have endeavoured to 
secure, and, through no fault on 

[IIon. 1Y. ~Y. Gillirs. 

n1y part, have failed to secure a. 
' p tit·' during the period of two w ,cks 
from the date hereof; and I hereby 
further notify you that I desire to votf. 
as a mernber at cycr:_v sittings of the 
House and of cvcrv Committee of the 
V'lhol House by rneans of a proxy­
namely, the Honourable Edward Granvill<> 
Theodore, member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland for the electoral 
di~i-ric~ of Chillagor, or, if the 9""tid the 
Honoumble Edward Grarwillo Thcadore 
is not present. by 8nothcr proxy-nan10ly, 
the Honourable Aifrc.J Jamc-s Jones. a 
nwmber of the Legislative "bsemlJly of 
Que-'nsland for the dcctore.l district of 
Paddington. 

" Gi..- •n under n1v hand. at BrisbalH', 
this fifth day of Se11tember, 1922. 

" \V. :VlcCOR:\IACK, 
"_A 111ember of the- Legislative A~sembly 

of Queensland for the clectol'al district 
Df Cairns." 

DECLARATIO:\' BY :\11!. SJ'EAKER 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the rcqllirc­
lllC'Dts of the Legisl<ltivP Ac,scn1bly Act 
Amendment Act of 1922. I declare that I am 
satisfwd that the matters shted in the 
notifi( at ion rreeived bv n1n this dav frDn1 
the IIon. \V. J\IcCormaCk arP true'. V 

APPLICATIO~ TO VOTE BY PROXY. 

The SPEAKER: I hai'C' to annou11ce that 
I hrn c this day receiYed the following medical 
certificc.te from Drs. Morgan Lane · and 
Ellis l\Iurphy, and a notification under the 
provisions of the Legi·lative ;\sscmbly Act 
Amendment Ad of 1928 from :\Ir. J. T. 
Gilday :-

" To the Honourable the Speaker of thc 
Legislative Assernbly of Qu~ensland. 

" \Ye J\Iorgan Lane and El!is 11urphy, 
l('gally qualified medical practitiont,T~J 
hereby certify that John Tlwophih>s 
Gilday, a member of the LFgisJativc 
Acscrnbly of Qucenfllaud for the elt2ctoral 
district of Ithaca. is in such a state of 
ill-health, through no frmlt 011 his pa1 :, 
that he is unable, and in ocr opinion will, 
during a period of t\YO "\Vecks h 0n1 the 
d~lte hereof, be unabl" to ath nd a.ny 
Rittings of the Hou~e without gravdy 
endangering his health. 

" Given under our hands, at Brisb ."ncJ 
thi. fifth day of Scptcmb··r, 1922. 

" ;\IORG"\N LANE, 
"A legally qualified medical practitioner. 

... ELLIS tlURPHY, 

"A legally qualified medical practiti0ner." 

" To the Honourable the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assemhlv of Queensland. 

"I, John Theophilus Gil-rlaY, membce 
of the Le"iP1ative Assembly for thc 
0 1cctoral district of Ithaca, hPrc'by notify 
you that I haYo endeayourcd to 2cure, 
;,nd, through no fauLt on rny part:, have 
failed to secure a ' pair' du.ring the 
period of two weeks from the dat.' hereof: 
and I h_rcbv further notifv "ou that I 
dc·si1·e to v~te as a ITlCinbc1: at every 
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..;ittings of the Houst' anU of every Con1-
rnittec ·cJf the \Vhole llou~e bv rnoans of a 
proxy-nan1.;ly, The I-Ionourftble Edward 
Granvilio Th odore, member of the Legis­
!ati.-o Ass•. mbly of Q.ue0nsland for tho 
electoral district of Chilhtgm', or, if the 
said Honourable Edward Granville 
Theodore is not present, b:. another prox:-;7 

-~ua1ncl Y, the F!ononraLlc ..L\lfrr ..1 J anl·~·s 
.,June~. '"Ine1nber of tht: LPgi"'lativo 
A,;,_mbly of Q.uc •nsland for the electoral 
-district of Paddington. 

"Giv _·n under my hanrl, a~ Brisbane, 
this fifth day of September, 1922. 

"J. T. GlLDAY, 

·" .-\ member of the Legi,lative A;sembly 
of c~ueonsland for the electoral district 
of Itbacn .. , 

DECLAH.\TIO:\ BY :\IR. SPEAKI:R. 

The• SPEAKER: Pu:·suant io the require­
ment of the L<<!;islativP Aseembly Act 
. Am ndment Act of 1922. I decl<tre that I am 
sati•lied thrrt tho mattr·rs stated in tho 
11otifiration rocciYcrl bv me t,hjs dav frorn 
~Hr .. J. T. G1Iday are trUe. V 

SUPPLY. 

.nEs-r:\IPTJOK or Co:..nnTTEE-EIGnTH ALLOTTED 
DAYo 

(J/1·. ltirwan, BrisbaJ/r-', in the chair.) 

HmlE SECRETARY's DEPART:UENT. 

OCTDOOR RELIEF. 

Question stated-
" That £52.072 be granted for ' Out­

door Relid.' " 

l\Ir. SW A YXB (Jfirani): I would not have 
'3pokf'n on this vote this 1110l'ning ·were it not 
'for the etatement made bv the hon. member 
fol' Flindors on Friday la~t, whon he said 
that the Opposition had been stonewalling 
frlr two or three days. I have looked up 
'" I:Iansarc1." • nncl counted how n1anv times 
members on the GovArnn1ent side spoke, and 
'how many times n1embers on the Oppositlon 
,idc addressed the Committ0e. I also 
noticed how much space each eido occupied 
-during the debate. I find there were four­
teen speakers on the Oppoeition eido and 
their, speeches covered 297 inches of "Han­
. '3ard''; on the Government side there were 
twontv-threc speakers, who oc~upiod 602 
inches. ,Laughter.) 

GOVERX:'IIEXT M~~lBERS ~ Hear, hear! 
Mr. PEASE: It shows we \vere dojng our 

·\\·ark. 

Mr. S\VAY::\'E: Yet an hon. member oppo­
eito had tho effrontery to g-et up and say 
that we were etonewalling. If hon, members 
opposite only confined their remarks to the 
truth, thev would not be a b1e to make 
speeches at all, heca.use I find. on perusing 
their speeches. that they are nothing but mis­
repn•sentations. If tho Gm-crnment would 

·nnl;i do justice and g-ive a little more 
0ncouragernent to employers. and leaye thPn! 
ulonf\ it -wonld go a long \'i·ay to .({oing away 
-,,_-ith unemployment. All the talk ,ve havP 
1-md on the question \i\Till not rnake another 
day's work for the unemployed. 

The SECRETARY FOR :VIINES (Hon. 
A .. J. Jones. l'arldinutan): It is not my 
desire to prolong- the debate, although it is a 
··. ery important question, because hon. mem-

bc1·s on this side of the Chamber have effec­
tively replie-d to any criticisrn that came from 
tlw Opposition side. 

IVIr. T. R. HOBERTS: \Vhv were the unem­
plc:-ed outside Parliament ·House this morn­
ing 1 There wore 160 of them. 

The SEC'RETAHY FOR MINES: I wilt 
clcal with that question before I sit down. 
I think it is incumbent upon me to deal with 
one or two phases of this very important ques­
tion. The hon. member for Loichhardt put 
th'' question correctly when he said that the 
Opposition had taken up a "Yes-No" atti­
tndc on this question of relief and unem­
ployment. In one breath hon. members 
oppm:-itc condemn the Government for not 
spending sufficient money in rf'lief. and in 
nr.otlwr breath they castigate 1B for spending· 
too much ITlOllf', .. 

J\Ir. EDWARDS: That is not corrcDt. 

The SECRET \HY FOH l\1!:::\fES : It is 
·c~Jrroct, nnd nobody kno\,·s it better than 
th<> hon. member. I have listened for three 
days to O''ery speech delivered by hon . 
rnf~rnbers opposite, and th 'Y brought to rn_: 
mind the doggerel verse-

,, You can if you will, 
y·ou can't if vou Vf"on't: 

Y on'll be damn£,c! if you do. 
You'll be do.mncd if you don't." 

That is the attitude of hon. members opposite 
on this quostic.n--,;·i:hatever we do is \Yrong 
in their eyes. 

On Friday the deputy leader of the Oppo­
sition, the hon. member for Aubigny, men­
tioned the case 6f one Thomas iV ill is. I 
,-egret very much that an individual case 
has been brought up, became I think it is 
our duty as parliamentarians, no matter on 
which side we sit, to deal with the s; stem 
rather than introduce indjvidual case..;, \vhich 
can be ' "ntilated in the various departments. 
Had the hon. member taken the trouble to 
cornc to th I--Iorne Dcparhncnt he could haYe 
sec•n the whole of the pape's one! got all 
the information he requirerl. Rut I am not 
going to listen silently to the hun. member's 
accusation'3 against the GovC'rnn1cnt, and, 
althoHgh I very much regret to have to deal 
with an individual case, I intend to do it. 
The hon. member Rtated quite d 'finitely that 
relief rations were refused to 1V1r. Thomas 
vril!is because of hiR eXjJI'CSsed political 
op1mons. I say that that Rtatement is with­
out any degree of foundatim1 . 

Mr. MooRE: I only quoted his mvn lett'r. 
At 11.12 p,m., 
Mr. DuNSTAx (Gympic). one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is 
what I complain of. If the hon. member had 
called to see 1ne, or the l_)nder Serretary, or 
come other officer of the department, he 
could hav-2 ascertained the whole of the 
facts. The person referred to has been 
,-cceiving relief rations from this Government 
,incc they came into office in 1915 till they 
were stopjwd on 6th August, 1922-last 
month-with the exception of tho time when 
he was out of the State, and, as Acting Home 
Secretary, I take full respon--ibility for 
stopping them 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Were +her-e not other 
reasons? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 
Mr. MoRGAN: All the police reports except 

one \vore in favour. 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 



llGG Supply. [ASSEMBLY. J Sup_ply. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\[L'\ES: Yes­
pxccpt one. rrho hon. rnmnb~T for Aubigny 
was not prepared to quote both reports­
but I think we had better leave that alone. 
I · dcnv that the Government refused this 
person: his wife, and his daughtcr~who has 
hro little children-any assistanC'c in any 
way because of their expressed political 
opinions. 

J\Ir. I(FOUR: How long was he away from 
the State? 

The SE,CRETARY FOE MI='!ES: I think 
about twelve months or two y·ears-not v-ery 
kmg. Filed with the papers in tho dopart­
rncnt are various letters, "\.Yhich have appeared 
in the " Courier " over his signature. For 
ins·, . .lnco, here is one of 3rd September, 1921, 
and the fact that it is filed with the papers 
shows that his accusations were kno,vn to the 
department-

" If the Theodore Government con­
tinues to pursue this policy, it wiil find 
it--elf in the plight of Lenin and Company 
-repudiation, trifling with the electoral 
rolls, broken promises, stuffed rolls "-

These aro some of his exprcs:Jions. 

:VIr. BRA~D: I-Ie is quite right. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES: Those 
statements are in keeping \Vith tho state­
ments of mcn1bers of ihe Opposition, inasM 
much as they are characterised by mendacity 
and misrepresentation. It is an anS\\ er to 
tho hon. member for 'l.ubigny that these 
letters had no effect on the Government or 
the department, because ,. we continued the 
relief up to 6th August. 1922. Willis also 
wrote a letter over his signature to Cairns, 
abusing the Homo Department and thP Home 
Secrdary, To put it mildly, he was biting 
the hand that fed him. It has been stated 
that we refused the two little children the 
ac,istance of the State Children Department. 
That is not w. The papers pro.ve that the 
daughh'r of Thoma, \Yi!lis called on the 
Director of the State Children Department 
and received a sympathetic hearing. He 
gave her the forms and showed her how 
t" Jill them in. She went immediatelv to 
the t_; nder Secretary and said she would not 
fill in the forms because there was too much 
" red bpo" about the matter. Had the 
forms been filled in, the mother \vould have 
received an allowance for the children. Even 
when I ·refused to grant further assistan('e 
in !his c,,1se. I ofFered Mrs. \Villis a home in 
either a Sah·ation Anny Home-to which 
she objected because she belonged to the 
Church of England-or in a Church of Eng­
loncl Home. During the administration of 
onr pt'edecessors the hon. mentber for 
Bulimba. who was then a Minister, offered 
Mrs. vVillis the same home that \Ye offered 
her-and only one-the Salvation Army 
Home. \Vhile we haYo ever:- sympathy with 
deserving cases-the genuine unemployed­
we haye no sympathy with the malingerer 
and the pcr30n who will not endeavour to 
clo some kind of work-especially when he 
has the ability to do it. I am of the opinion 
that there are not in A nstralia very many 
unemployable persons. There are, pro~:.ably, 
hvn clnssc:J of unemploj able~; there JS the 
poor, degraded " down-and-out" ''rho, prob­
ably throug:h some fault of his own-and 
SOl'Jctimcs through no fault of h1s own-has 
to be provided for by the State in some 
way or another; and there is the class of 

[Hon. A. J. Joneg. 

persons ·vtho arc parasites on the producet~. 
I be!ien· that the "whit0-shirt •· loafer <•': 
para~ite is a greater n1enaco to societv than 
the poor old "hobo." · 

11r. I(ERR: \Vhy didn't you bring in that 
Bi 11 to regulate racing? That is the class lo 
"·ho1n you refer, more or le::,·, i~n't it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: ::VIy 
remarks are fairly intelligible. 

Mr. SrzER: \Vhom do you mean b:· the 
'' white-shin loafer"? 

'The SECRETARY FOR ::VII:\ES: The 
parasites on all industries. 

::\h. PoLLOCK : The ::Vlinister does not want 
to be personal. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It is 
j mt as well to get right down to bedrock 
and {~xa1nine the causes of unemployn1ent 
and the noces')ity for tho granting of relief. 
l:ndm· the most prosperous conditions and 
under any form of govcrnm·cnt thf'rC "'. lll 
alv;avs relnain \vith the Govcrntnent certaiu 
deset:vinO' persons who will require relief, and 
who dcs~rve sympathetic consideration from 
the Government, whether that Government 
ue Conservativ-e or Labour. I prefer to use 
the word '' Conservative " rather than the 
tern1 "National party'' or "Country party,H 
because I do not sec any difference bet\Yeen 
the tv\TO parties. VV e only regard thcrn as 
opponents to progressive governrnent. The 
difference between the Country party a11d the 
K ationalist party i, similar to the difference 
between the crorodile and the alligator­
one bites with the lower jaw and the other 
bites with the upper jaw. (Laughter.) There 
are cvrtuin pcr..:-ons who are unabh: to \York, 
and it is the function of a Go,-crnmet;t. to 
rarv for that class. The persons recClVIDg 
rdief are divided into ten different clas,rs-··· 
the aO'ed and sick mon, the \YiV(S of ::-:an1c. 

wido";, deserted -wives. \Yi:ve"' of n1rn. away, 
children. famili<'s, able-bodiCd men. wtves of 
san10, and adults. Seven out of the ten 
clas~f'S art; alv,Tays ."vith ~ny "'1Governn'lent, ar;~ 
alwavs will be with any Government. \'\ L 

shall' always have aged and sick me1_1 and 
their wivc•; we shall always have ';-,,clows, 
dc',,ertcd vvjves, wives of n1en aw~~~- ('hJldren 
dosNving of sympathy, a_nd fmmhes clese_rv­
ing of sympathy. There IS tlwn the; quesbon 
of able-hodicd men and then wn:es, a_nd 
adults. Our present method of clealmg witp 
the matter mav not be the best methoct. 
I do not think "that it is. I think the b.e't 
method is to prm·ide work for the ablo-bodiec! 
men and en1ploy as man:y: as can be etnploycn 
in our industric'"· 1 thmk that the system, 
Of insurance agajnst unemnloymcnt . and 
sickness, which the 9overnmen~ arc constder: 
ing at the present tnne, 1s p_rooaJ;tl:y a bette1 
method than anv form of rabon-gJV.mg. I~ad 
the present Opposition been in orywe c!;umg 
the abnormal time of the dnratwn m the 
war thcv could not have cared for the needy 
bv ~pending only the amount. spent by then 
G~overnment '\vhon they vverc In office. Corn~ 
parisons arc useless. For the lnst seven years 
we have bPen living through abnorn1al tu;ne~. 
As I pr<'viousl:v sta.tod, we shoulrl get nght 
dmYn to bcdrock-nght down to the cause of 
unemplovment and relief. It must be remem­
bered by the people of Queensland that W8 

have had four vears of 'vat, and three year:-; 
of its yery serious aftermath. 

:iiir. J\10RGAN: And four years of pro,,prrit>­
during the war period. 
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The SECRETARY FOR :YHJ'\ES: How 
delighted \VC all were on t\e night of the 
,;igning of the armistice; but I think that 
all studc11b of history, all statesmen, all 
,-,~nsibJe politicians, all comn1crcial n1{'ll and 
busine~s men know that the signing of the 
arn1istice \\r&s only the beginning of a great 
trade war. \Vo know that the cessation of 
\..Yal' was happy on1y in so far as it. n1cant 
that bloodshed "~ou!d cease. \Ve all know 
that we had to face war's great aftcrnrath, 
<HHl we are sufl:'ering to-clay because of tho 
dislocation of trade. \Var has always brought 
forth evil; and just as war has brought about 
crime, it has certainly brought about uncm~ 
ployment. Then there are other causes for 
uncrnploym.ent, and unen1ployrneut of course 
nece•-sitat" relief~ The ordinan~ channel of 
loan money was silted against -the Gm-ern~ 
ment, and J ask the leader of the Nationalist 
par(y and the leader of the Country p<Lrty, 
will they deny rospomibility in that direc­
tion? No answer. 

2\Ir. TAYLOR: \Ye absolutely deny it. 

The SECRETARY .FOR MI:\iES: They 
cannot den,· responsibility in that direction. 
I am going to quote so1ne figures presently 
which will be significant and which will verify 
this statement. Our public works necessarily 
had to be closed down; \Ye could not pro­
ceed \Yith public ,,~arks during a certain 
period, "" 't result of that dL'lcgatioa which 
prevented the GOY·ernment from getting loan 
money. I repeat the statement-that delega­
tion silted the onlv channel we had for 
obtaining loan mone\- to carry on the public 
works policy of this 1:\tate, and horL nwmbors 
must know that a considerable time had to 
elapse before other prm~ision conld be made. 

Mr. MORGAX : The onl,v thing that stopped 
.vou from getting loan n1oncy vr~ts JOUl' own 
legislation. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::'v1IJ'\ES: We 
have heard a lot about that~ 

Mr. MoRGAN: Other States got loan money. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VIIXES: I could 
deal with that rtuostion ver:v fully; but I 
know very \\'Cl! that I would be out of oFder 
if I attempted a discussion along those lmes~ 
I haye alwavs denied that we haYe brought 
about any form of repudiation. Hon. mem­
bers opposite cannot deny their rhponsibili­
tios in that direction. 

:i\fr. BRAXD : Shouldct your own reoponsi­
bilities. 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\IINES: The 
hon. mDmbcr for Enoggera asked what we 
"ere doing in regard to returned soldie.rs; 
he also a"ked how many returned soldwrs 
\\ore getting relief fron1 this Government. 
::'vfv answer to that is that we do not dis­
cr{minate in providing rations for the desen ~ 
ing poor. They are not askc·d whether they 
went to the front or whether they stayed 
behind ; they are not asked whet her they .arc 
rl'turned eoldiers or not. \Ye only eahsfy 
ourselves so far as we possibl,~ can, that the 
<:asc is ~ deserving one; if it is, relief Js 
immediately granted. 

Mr. KERR: ::Yiy complaint wets that it was 
stated that returned soldiers ar.d soldiers' 
widows \vere grtting relief, wh n the Dlnnber 
was infinitesimal. 

JVIr. JVIORGAX: Will vou give n;; the figure, 
showing the number of able-bodied men and 
women who haYe receiYod relief during the 
past twelve months? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Hon. 
n1enlbcr"j opposite again (':ndea vour to bring 
in the \Yar qnf'stion, and to know what \VO 

have done, alrno3t hinti11g that n c have not, 
been sympathetic towards the returned 
~ol:lior::; \vho were out of \Vork; '"'-hen it is 
\vell kncnvn that the GoYcrnn1ent llavo done 
more fm· the returned soldil'l' than any other 
GoYornme'1l in Australia. I do not want to 
1·ai.:<e the rPturncd soldier f}lH.:stion, because 
] did not sene at the front and I did not 
try to win the war from the Post Office 
steps. 

Mr. l\1oORE: It would not ha.-e bH,n any 
crime if you had. What did you do to assist? 

At 11.32 a.m., 

. The CHAIRMAN resumed th<' chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I did 
my duty as a Minister of the Crown; and I 
did my part for the Australians when they 
came back. I haYe already stated that there 
are ten classe, of people wbo have had to be 
provided with relief, and I want to give 
the; figures to shO'I how the position has im­
proved. Thore 1vas a certain period during 
which we were denied loan funds thtmwh 
the action of our opponents. ~ 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: :\ionsense! 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: It 
matters not whether they "cro inside or out­
side the House. \Ye were denied thG loan 
money that \Ye required to carry on our 
public '· orks. That necessitated a great deal 
of unemployment. The greater the amount 
of unemployment which exists the more we 
haYe to spend in relief. Our most serious 
time '.:as from 1st January to 31st July, 1921. 
I will give the figures to show how our 
position is improving. I am also going to 
quote the March figures. beca1he something 
has been sa id about the speech I delivered 
in Paddington. 

::.1r. En wARDS: There was a big deputatioa 
of unemployed at Parliament House this 
mor11ing. 

The SECRELI.RY FOR MINES: Who 
organised the hostility rrgainst this Govern~ 
rnC'nt? I a.1n. of opini~n, and ahvays have 
been of opiillOll, tnat the statement;; made 
on the oUwr side in regard to unemployment 
aro greatly exaggerated. 

>Mr. TAYLO!l: You are spoiling your spee~h~ 
l lay the gamo ! I had no more to do wrth 
the deputation than you had. I know no 
more about it than you do. Be fair ! 

The SECRETARY FOR J'vliNES: I arn 
fair, and I am quite sincere in saying that 
the hon. member is responsible for that 
deputation. 

Mr. 'l'AYLOR: I am not. You arc making 
statements which are absolutely incorrect. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: Do hon. 
momho~s opposite deny that they wero 
responsible for the delr:!ation going homo? 

:i\Ir. TAYLOR: Of course we do. 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\J:INES: I have 
a table s~owing the number of persons in th<' 
metropolitan are" who were in receipt of 
GoYernment relief in July. 1921. March~ 1922 
(I take that month as being- the month in 
which the Paddinrrton election took place), 
and June, 1922. That. COYC'rs th0 la't finan­
cial year, which was the worst period during 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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tho term of office of this Government. These 
arc the figures~ 

Persons in 1.11 etropolitan A rer~ in Receipt oj Rel'ief. 

..Aged and sick men .. 
\ViYes of aged athl sick 

men 
\Vidows.. . . 
Desertf d \vomeH 
"\Vives of men awuy 
Familie~ 
_\ble-bodied men 
Wives of able-bodied 

men 
Arlults .. 
Chilclren 

G8 

301 
]OJG 
17{) 

2,011 
1,44:0 
J,:ZOS 

103 
61 

13:3 
\)Z7 
5-!i' 
017 

JnnP, 
1DZ2. 

3 ·ss 1 1 '"·' . o.-., ,:) ,.Y ~'·..... ! o.>.J 

:3,473 1~'___\)(ltj_ 

12_.150 1 5,500 ,, 3,-!3" 

Hon. rncmbPrs \Yill note that the nutnbcrs in 
receipt of rdicf decreased dutin:,., the p~~riod 
coyercJ by tho figuros fl·orn 12~460 io 3A32. 
That ls because \VC arc 110\V ll,Ting under 
Inore prcsperonc conditions, and bcc~usc tl~c 
Government have pas~eJ through the most 
t eying pc:riorL :in which they \\Trt..~ dpnied t.he 
necessnrv loan monev; that en)r'._- Govel'l111lt'l1t 
i; entitled to. "nd which ovor·~ Government 
in Queensland previoush- had ;,cccss to. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hccve vou not cut out 
a lot that were glven ratio~..:,~ previously? 

The SECRE'L\RY FOH MI:\ES: As far 
as we c ttn 1re have cut out tho undeserving. 
If the hon. member had becm in the Chamber 
he would have heard that. \Y c haVE' every 
sympathy with the genuine unemployed-the 
mr,n vrho \Yant v.-ork and cannot 7et it. 

Mr. KERR: Sympath.l i· easily gin•n. 

The SECHETAHY FOR MIXES: \Ye give 
them work. \Ve have e\·ery svmpathv with 
sad cases of distn·"· but no svrnnathv· at all 
with thp malingerer ?.nd th'e person who 
desirE'\ to live on the State. There was a 
period in the history d the Government 
\vhon there \':c\rc nui:ncrou::J unemployH1 
workcr.s, but I have gtn '' the reason for 
the cause of that unemployment. It was not 
the fault of the Govcrnn1ont. The Govern~ 
ment was blameless in the matter. Had our 
policy not been interrupted and we had been 
allow•'d to carrv on onr poliev, there wonld 
ha Ye been no person "illing" to work who 
could not haYe got work. 

lUr. J. ,Jmms: At other times you ha Ye 
blamed the 1\"ar. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I am 
not blaming tho "ar, but I know that the 
war creates unemployment. Everyone knows 
that war cause",' a lot o£ miscrv an·d sufTerin~" 
It caused all the evils tha't followed th~ 
grc<tt war. The period when the number of 
nnemployc-d was at its highest was from the 
end of the last financial year to the begin­
ning of this financial ye u·-that is, from 1st 
,Jul.v, 1921. to 30th June, 1922. The hDn. 
member m>tde reference to my speech in 
Paddington, and I intend to quote exactly 
what I did sav in thflt speech. 

Mr. KERR: I think some Df vour constitu-
ents were onbide this House this morning. 

Mr. DuKSTAN: You brought them there. 
Mr. KERR : I did not. 
Th" SECHETARY FOR MINES: My 

<'Onstituents have everv confidence in me. 
The hon. men' ber fDr ·Enoggera had better 
look after his own electorate. At any rate, 

[Hon. A . .T . .Tones. 

I am going to look after Paddir>gton. I am 
(SOing to quo_tc what I said during my open­
mg address m connectlol' with the last Pad­
dington {'I~ction--;-I arn not going to leave 
out something. hke hon n1on1bcrs opposite 
do. This is what I said-

,, The,,· had onl:c had a majDrity in 
the L.:~gislati..-.o Council during i he la:3t 
eighteen months. The unavoidable diffi­
culties caused In the war wero snrelv 
enough for the 'Government to contend 
with, but tht'y had had those other 
difficulties to contend with, and ·till had 
mana!,'ed to pnll through in spite of ail 
opposition. They could now see the sil.-er 
lining ahead. and ,within tvvo n1onths 
there would not be one unemplo:.ed man 
in Qu(ensland who was ''"illing to w<Jrk." 

The registered number of unemployed in 
(ucensland about that time was 3,000, but 
about 3.000 more un0rnployed came to 
Queenshncl b0cousc of the seaeonal indus­
trie, in which we engE~ge in this State. 

lYlr. FnY: That is not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOH l\IIJ\"ES: It is 
C1Uite concct. The7 qll came to Queensland 
during that period. 

:Mr. BR',:\J): \Yore the whole 3.CJO looking­
for "':1 or~-.:: 

The SEC'RETARY FOR :v1IXES: Yes. 
If only had our own unemplo,1 ed to deal 
with, we could look after them all right. 
If there was a wall betwerm :\ew South 
\Y:des and Queensland, and we were left 
cntirclv to our own resources. n1v rE'marks 
11"ould, ha, c proved that I had some foro­
sight, because there would have been no 
unemployed at the titre I predicted. It is 
f1Uite truP we \.YL'l'C not able t J a bsol'b all 
tlw unemployed that came from :t\ew South 
Wales in that period. 

l\Ir. CATTtR:m::LL : How do you account for 
the fact that there are namo,, of unemployed 
which were on the Bunda.berg register last 
~Iarrh and they a.re still unemployed? 

'l'hc SECRETARY FC\R, MINES: The 
unemployed question is greatly exaggerated. 

Several OPPOSITION :iYlE}lBERS interjecting, 

Tho CHAIRl\L'I.N : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR l\H?\ES: I will 
give the official figures, showing the number 
oi unemployed at the Central Exr:hange Dn 
21st August, 1922. 

Ylr. KERR: Those figures are not correct. 
I know a lot of unemployed who are not 
registered there. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: 'l'he 
number of 1mcmploycd in different parts of 
Queensland to 21st August, 1922, according 
h1 tho Cc~ntral Excha-nge, i~: Brisbane, 525; 
Ipswich, 60; Toowoomba, 32. 

Jliir. KERR: Those figures are not correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You 
quotf} figurr~s fron1 '' I(nibbs," and -when i 
quote official figurf's you say they are noij 
rorrcct. 

Mr. KERR: I know that they are not 
rorrect. 

l\Ir. SrzER: The numbere are much greater 
than you arc gi.-ing. 

Mr. KERR: There are a lot of unemployed 
who are not registered at the exchanges at 
all. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And 
th~re are alSD a lot of duplications; wo 
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c>annot aYoid that. A man may rer.pster at 
Ipswich, and two ?ays later he may register 
a." Br"bane. I Will read the figures that I 
lw Ye got hero-Brisbane, 525. 

hir. KERR: There w0re o\ er 900 unem­
ployed in Brisbane. There were a lot of 
returned 'oldiers out of work. 

II<:m. J. G. APPEI.: I sympathise with the 
1\I!lnstcr. Ho ha.s a Yery difficult task. 

'l~ho SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
cou,d Lfer t!J,, hon. momllor for Albort j 0 
another case. vV e were accused of turning a 
man do,:m, but the hou. membm· him•elf 
t~1rn~d him down, I \rill giye the whole of 
the ngur<'s showmg the number of unem­
ployed at the Central Exchanges on 21st 
;~ug;1sl, 1922 :-Bnsbano, 525: IpsFich, 60; 
,om oomha, 32:, Dundal;crg, 41; Rockhamp­
ton_, 88; Townsv!lle, 65; C.hartcm Towers 6 · 
C;urns, 19; Mackay, 141; G-cmpie, '19; 
:'viary!Jomugh, 110. 'l'otal, 1,106.· 

:\lr. FRY: Do you bolieYc those fio-ures to 
b.c conect, or is this just a politic~! state­
n~ent? 

'l'hc SECRETARY FOR :VllNES: I 
bC'lieve them to be correct. . 

JVIr. CATTEmiCLL: vVhat was the date? 

Thr' SECRETARY FOR :VII::\'ES: I 
i'922: already given the drtc-21st August, 

0PPOS!riOX lVIEMBERS interjecting, 

The CHAIR:'v'L\N : Order ! 
_:VIr. SIZER: ThDSe figures do not coincide 

"-,th your Paddington speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR '.\II?-;ES: I 
!n1ow cases \\'here passes \vere icsued to men 
In New South \Yalos right to the Queensland 
borde1: · Pn ~s.•>s \V ere even issued to 1vornon 
~nd btt[e chll:drcn b:, th0 officials in New 
s,outh \\ales nght to the Queensland border. 
1hey \YPre told that they would pet 10s. a 
\\~eok for each cht!d under fourteen years 
Oc ego. :t>;d that tl;of wonld also got GoYern­
fl!C~lt aBBistance the·mselyes in the way of 
Tabons. 

OPPOSITIO:O,> MEMBERS interjecting, 

The CHAlR:YL\N: Order! I have cal!eu 
hon. membc,rs on my ldt to order several 
time,, v\ e nad an i~"bmcc this morning of 
an hon. mc:nber havmg to correct a state­
ment wh1ch appeared in "Hansard." It 
~~ 11<? \vonder tho '' Hansard'' roportcr;; find 
It difficult to h':H \~h"~ is said when there 
are so m':ny mtel']cctlons. I hope hon. 
members _wdl allow the Minister to make his 
·SpHoch \nthout any fm·ther interjections. 

HONOURABLE JI.1EMBERS: Hear, hf o,r l 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: In 
March. last-wh10h wrrs the time when I 
spoke m Pa~dmgton-the total number of 
unemployed Ill Qucensl:lnd w.1s 6 522 In 
Julv the numbers were reduced to '1.462 or 
a ·docreas_e of 5.060. Theso figures n1ay 'not 
b_e very mteresbng to hon. members oppo­
site,. but they arc .interesting to the public 
o~tsicle. Those \VOte the figures at the end 
o, ,July or the beginning of August. 

lVIr. ~- H. C. ROEERTS: It does net make 
much d1fferencc to you what dates you give. 

Tho S_EqRETARY FOR JYII:\'ES: What 
do you msmuate by that? 

Mr .. J. H. C. Rol!ER~S: You said "the end 
of July or the begmmng of August." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
figures were made up on 21st August, but 

1922-4 c 

they are really the J nly figures. I do not 
,~,nv for onp rrlOnlcnt that bccaus.c I was 
c'l~ctcd member for l'arJ.dington the numbE'r 
of unemplo.:-cd doer< '!Sod; but I do know 
that vve, as a GoYcrnment, passed through a 
most serious and trying period. and \V8 

passed through it succe .... ~fully. rl1ho figures 
I haYe qu0tod show that the number oi 
unemployed is decreasing. 

:\Ir. Jl.foRGAN : You ma.de rash statements 
then, just w·" you ar<: rnak~ng now. 

The SECRETARY FOR JVIINRS: I am 
not making rash stat 'men i-s now. \Vo have 
a J_lublic t\~orks policy to carry out, and we 
<>re giYing ofioct to it, and C•CI'tain railway 
worko, are being procN'dcd with. 

Jl.lr. En wARDS: Do vou know that hundreds 
of men have been· turned down m the 
::\ anango electorate'? 

The SEC.:H.ETARY FOR MINES: I know 
that the people of Nanango have always 
regretted that I am not their reproo;entative 
imtcad of t~he hon. mombor--

GoVERX:\IEN'l' ~1E:.\IBERS: I-I ear, hear ! 

The SECH.ETAHY FOH 1VII::\'ES: And the 
hon. member knows th>tt is true. (Disor·dor.) 

The CHAIRMA);: Ordor! I warn hou. 
members that if I havo to repeat my cail 
t•J ordc1· I will t,lkc such adion a::; will give 
some of ihom an opportunity of saying some­
thing somewhere else. 

The SECRETARY FOR ;..nNES: I wioh 
tc• t>mphasise those figureF, not for the UCl1Cfit 
of hon. mombNs opposite. who do not give 
credence to any st,aternent I rnake, but for 
the benefit of the people of Queensland. The 
figures arc authentic and are compiled from 
the recor·ds of the department; and, if hon. 
1nen1bero, opposite can conceive of a. l\t1inister 
of the Crown coming into this Chamber with 
faked figures, they have very ;;;uspicious rnind3 
and a1·e unfit for public life·. 

Mr. MORGAX: They arc not faked, but they 
arc not reliable: they arc worth nothing. 

The> SECRETARY FOR MINES: Arc not 
·' Knibbs 1s '' figures \Orrcrt? I-I on. mcn1bcrs 
011positc arc never tired of quoting the 
Commomn;tlth Statistician. 

Mr. Srzrm: On the quHtion of unemploy­
ment they are unreliable. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'v1Li'\ES: We as 
a GoYcrnn1ent recognise that we shall alwaj s 
haYf' rr1ore or lP"lS uncmplo..--Incnt-a certain 
number of persons who must. bo provided for 
b\' anv GoYPrnnlHlt-and if \Ye lutYe PlTf'd 
,~'e have erred on the ,icle of humanity. If 
we have svcnt more money than hon. mcn1-
bcrs onnosite 1.vould lik0 u~ to spend, we haYo 
spent 'if in th<e belid that we were relieving 
the nece'sitous condition of some poor per­
son• in the State: and it is Yerv difficult for 
anv 'YiinistPr-as the hon. member for Albert 
-will remember-for anv ::\Iinist0r or officer in 
that deparhnent to diScrin1inatc at all bmes 
bchreen the deserving and the undeserving. 
Hon. members opposite who condemn e,nd 
criticise the GoY('rnmcnt. offer no rernedy, 
but we do not need thC'ir assistance in that 
direction. \Ve are prm·iding the remedy. 
\Ye have passed through a period when. 
through no fault of ours, we haYe had a large 
number of unemplo2 ed; but the figures l 
have quoted prove that the number IS 

diminishing month by month, and we are 
hoping that in a very short time there will 
not be one person out of work who is willing 
to work. I was one of the disappointed 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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! itlzrns of Aus:ralia vvhen our hi(}' scheme, 
"\Yhich crou1d have cn1ploycd everyb man in 
Qu< ,,mJ:t•,cJ who needed work had to be if 
nut. abandoned. at anv rate. defcrn•J 'tilJ 
tir11cs wcyc- rno're prosr}Prous,- and that just 
a" a potn+ \vhen people wen.~ in need ot 
c'rnployrncnt. It vr-as because of the actions 
of ou1~ oppmwnts, who :in: errupted ·our policy 
and interfered lvit~'l the London n1oncv 
1narkct, that we could not r;o on vrith thos() 
works. 

Ilcm. J. G. APPEL: Your policy of repudia­
tion dc~privcd vou o£ the benefit of the credit 
of the State. · 

:Th1r. IVlOORE: \Yo had the Prc1nicr saying 
that it was a good job that you could not 
get the money. 

The SECRETARY FOR o\lLcH<;S: It was 
not a good job, nor did rl-~- Pl"'n1i.:r C'lV that. 
I cannot. concciyc oi any HHLn in puLiir lifo 
C'(·Ldc, ilnng the pal'l'Ylt of all industries-the 
iron n:nd st· cl industry. \Vhcthc:r it is dono 
~)",T ihts {~~\~ernnll''~~ o~ in th~ ,, gc11·.eration. I 
.no'·- th., L, .Atu_;tra11a 1s dr ~tnH· J t} bec11nP 

an iron Rnd ste(•l produrlncr c )untrv ar::d 
that it v;ill n::..:Yer be what it ::.~·hould bLo' until 
we d.J m .:nuf:Tet.uro onr own iron ard ·.tr.'l. 

::\Ir. Srzl:R: \Vhy is it hanging fire now 'I 

The SECHETARY FOR :!YII:NES: I have 
rdread given the r€~ason. \V e shall ahva vs­
no matter. \Yhether we are able to emPloy 
n·ery ava1lable man or not-have to deal 
\vith a certain class of perc;;ons \Vho are sick, 
or needy, or helpkss. It will be our endea­
vour to reduce' the number of uncmnloyed as 
my figures. sho\v. we have boL;n doing, and' wu 
shall contmuo m our own wav. \Ve shall 
con~inue sympathetically to a,{hniEistor the 
police· of the Government and provide for 
~es~rving ~as.es, seein~ that no person who 
1' 1n ncr•[t IS turne{.l a\Yay, and that no 
per,on who -~·\·ants food g0es hungry. 

::\fr. CATTERMULL (Jfu :Jmvc): I had 
no dc~ire t') speak on thi .. vote, but I n1u·•" 
refute the remarks of the Minister regarding 
unemployment at Bundaberg. I fmd that at 
!he present time .500 fJ~r8ons are ;;<-:.tting relief 
111 Bundaberg, mcludmg 421 traveller' and 
[·l rc._,}clotlt;;;, and approxin13tl'[v £7[10 V',l~ 
,'::pfr-·: last n1onth in relief. The~c are rPg-is­
tcrcd at the labour bureau 360 1ncn, son1c 
of ··\horn have bcc:1 rcgit·tcrcd since la;"t, 
J\Iarch. 
. Mr. COLLINS : VVhy do you not employ thcu, 
d you have the means? 

'\fr. CA'l'l'EHMT'LL: Employment has 
been given to every possible man. vYhat is 
Lhe reason \Vhy employn1r-nt cannot alway:"\ be 
giv--~n? It .is very often because of the 
Arbitration Court awards. There is no doubt 
that. the G;vem;ncnt arc dcliber~tely pro> 
Yentmg a 10t or men fro1n getting work. 
Instead, they sac' to them, " Vf e will give 
you a dole on which you can exist"; and, 
very oftAn, when wnrk does come along, the: 
are not in a condition to do it, and the 
employer has to let them go becau;,- they 
<- annot give value for their wagn.:3, 

~1r. I3REK::-rAN: You want lo1v vvages and 
black labour. 

:clr. CATTERMULL: What happens in a 
canocutting· gang uf haH a dozen 1ncn~ cno 
of whom has been on the verge of starvation 
and e;J,nnot do the 1vork? I-I is mates turn 
hin1 out; they do not want hin1, berauso he 
cannot do thesamo amount of work as they 
are doing. I think the Minister h '-' quoted 
figures which are not in accordance with 
facts. 

[Hon. A. J. Jonrs. 

Ivlr. TAYLOR (Windsor): \Ye have 
lJ,,tene,J to a Ycry lone" pt:ech fro1n tho 
r..1inistcr-onc vcr,v largely rcuctition from· 
start to finish. Tht? rnain point of the 
critiris1n of the Opposition on thi~ "'Tote h<iS 
bt'en tl1a t outdoor relief or Llolc~3 are being· 
g1Yen to 1.:1en 1orho arc able-boJied rt!'cl ilt to 

1vork for '"~hi eh no rctun1 is 
[12 noon.] coming, to the State. Tho Go-

vernntcmt should evolve ~onJe 
srhemo to he 1Yorked in conjunction y~·it!J the 
local authoritic:E<. \Vork is vvajti-!g in cYcrv 
locctl authority area throughout the fo·,, 
able-bodied E1Pn. Thr :\11nistcr has 
to ~at is dOJ?-C to a_ssjst ':'id~w -', or:)haus. 
nnd uescrtcd vnvu~. ~ot a s1ng1e lTif· <1bcr on 
this side has voiced any objection to th :t. 

0PPOSITIOX MDinEIFo: He ,r, hoar! 

Mr. T_·\ YLOR: We all realise that'"" ,hall 
nhvay~~ hrrYe a con<Jc: dblc nu1nbt•r of p;·ople 
in our rornmunitv v';d1o will haYC to be ts~i::tcd 
by \vhatover Go~ernn1ent. n1ay ha\ t:- the r 1 :n.:> 
of office. \Yo clai1n that a considerable nu<nher 
of able-bodied 1nen arc out of crnplcJ::rnE.:r:.t 
to-da.v on >.ccount of the adrnini~b,abon of 
this Gm·crumci,t. \Yo clo r:ot think that the 
11urnl er ·would ha e been as g-re~~t had the 
GoYCl'lllTICnl adrn!nj:::tcred the -finaih r ~· in a 
propr'l' ay. The l\1inistcr F Lid we ha Ye 
pa~scd through an unprccedentcJ p 'riod. 
Quite tru~. It is also true thst the GO\·crn­
D1E'nt have had an uclprecc·"~ent~_·c~l.v~ large 
T:.3VCHne to tide thoin over that IJCriod. Th ..... v 
cannot tell us that the rc\enue has fallen off 
b,~ hundreds of thou' ar::.c1.~ of pounds; it. has 
ilJereasc-d b:v n1i1lio1s of llOul1ds. The 1noney 
\\·as thee0, if it had bt ~-'n right1y ~pt:nt; but 
rnillions of pounds ha Ye been w <1 steel. 

I-I on. J. G . ..~_\PPEL: Look at the S~·1tc~ r~ttlc­
ctn tions alone. 

J\11'. 'I'A YLOR: On co.ttle stations, rail­
'Ya~ J, State cnteq1risc after Statu enh.:rprisc, 
n1one: has been frittered a\\ lY aud 'vasL:-d 
b.T thousaads of pou~ds. IIovv can the peoplc­
stan·,l up to the taxation t1C'---'-·1~a1·~, to n1ain­
tain such a systmn? The ::\I!nj;,t ~r has lost 
tens of thousrrncL of ponui on the mining 
ym: t'1r0'3 \vhich he ha bv·n eontrolling. I 
f!,ITt plc:Lscd to PCC, by the reports, tl1at there 
i3 a likelihood of so1ne irnpron:~!ncnt. There 
j,;; nec(' sity fur a Jot o: in1lH'OYC~In£'nt in t.hc 
a.drninistrat.ion of the hon. gc '1tlc1nan's 
department before >':c 'hall be rtble to got on 
an even keel. The moncv k-,t in : cltninlster­
ing th~ I\Iinc• D('parhnc~nt could haYe been 
far bett·, r spent on permanent du·clopmcntal 
and reproductive \Vorks. Tho people' :3 n1oney 
r-hould not haYe been put icto n1ining 
YC'nturcs. ~To one kno·ys bt ttcr th~tn the 
J,Iinistcr tho precarious nature of the mining 
industry in this or any other countr,v; it is, 
perhaps, all right to-day. and to-morrov.r it is 
'' g'ODG a million.'' rrha t is \V hat OUr 

criticism has been dirr-:ted agn.inst-not 
ap-ainst the giving of rdicf in deserving 
cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR :VII~ES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Paddington): The hon. member 
for MmgraYe said that 360 persons were 
n:gi.:-:t0red as unon1plo.,.,-ed in Bundabcrg. I 
do not know where the hon. member got his 
figures from. I stand 0::1 the figures of thE' 
Director of Labour, and they show that the 
l'egistration in Bundabcrg at 21st August 
last.--lcss than three weeks ago-1vas forty­
one. It is no good the hon. mem bcr trying 
to deny official figures. 
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The SECR.ETARY FOH 2\II::\ES: I 
quot1ng official figurt>,. 

2VIr. Srz~ER: So was he. 

arn 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\liXES: The 
lcallcl' of th(' N ationali-. ~., party knows that 

rt rfh,ult of t~H3. war, the ll;tton1 drOpJlCd 
out of the metal rtl't rkct, and that the 

had to to t,c_·nd \Yith t.l1c eoln­
closing dovvn of nJl mining· oplrations 
Oloncurry district. 

H01c. J. G. APP£L: The State should not 
engage jn mining operation~. 

. The SECRETARY FOR ::\lT:'\ES: Am I, 
l1kc the hon. n1e ·1b0r for ~·Ubert \vhcn he 
v, '" .Secretary for Mines, to sit still and do 
notlnng? \Ve cDmc to the a~. j3tJnce of 
\\orl;:ing :n_incrs, c-c:nr~panies, syndicatfs, and 
t~Yer:; lE'gJtlmatc ll1llllll£" enterprise. 

1-lo~~- J. G. APPEL: \Yo v;ould not touch 
Chillagoe. 

, The SECRE'I'"\RY FOR =•'I:'\ES: During 
r.he year 1dour;t J.\1or9'an closed do-..Ylt, aGd at 
thn.t one pL1ce 1.500 men VYL'l'C out of \York 
be<:' a use of the lockout. 

:\fr. :\Io::.GAX: The GoYcrn.lLnt , lose cl 
ChilJagc~ at m1e period. 

, Thn SECRET~'iRY FOR :\liNES: We 
uosed down the smelting \Vorks for a pcriGJ. 
b:1t \'> e encouraged 1nining dovelopn1cmt, -hnd 
to-day we are reaping the benefit. On tho 
fit5ure:; whieh arc puLli ->hed th] 1norning, 
o~ en 1f thoro is no ri~e in the price of 11YL'r 
a1~d lead,_ :in tvvclvc 1nonths Uhillagoe wjll 
w1pe out Jts lcc,s. 

:\:Ir. l\lORGAX : You !U'C' y: 1·:· Oi_)tirnjstic. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~IINES: The 
loctdec of tho N~tionalist party acel!><'d me 
of nussyH_ndJng tllo SLtte's 111011-'Y in 1nining 
yc .. _~turc;_;: D0cs he expect a co:1l;nine to pay 
tJcfore 1t h~s .b'!e!l clm·clo 'ed' Ah,·ays 
there has to be Initial cxpe ditueo before a 
(:ornpany ~H an j:nrlividual C'"~ll get any rPturn 
frorn m1n1Jlg or any other industrv. 

~Ir. ~1z~·u: \Ye do not agree;~ with your 
go1ng Into these enterprises. 

The SECRETARY :FOR liiNES: Will 
the hon. ge11tlmnan say that we ha'.-c Inis­
t:pent 1none~.7 in our coaLnininO' ronturc3 and 
whore~ . ~ inYitc hon. DF'rnbc;s to rcs.-·r\:8 all 
tl:w Cl"~hc1~n1 they rr)a;.- have until wo are 
d1srussu1g 1 ho i<Iines Estitnatcs. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Vhat about \Yarra '? 

The SECRETARY FOR JHINES: Warra 
::}~ ~·ot lily m1stake; I hn d nothinp,: to do 
,_,t_. It. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Your Government had. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
~ass on . . 'N arra has not been so great as the 
Opposmon try to make out; it has been onlv 
about £4,000. ' 

Hon, J. G. APPEL: Ii is indicative of the 
whole system. 

Th· SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is 
not. \Ve have not one unprofitable coalmine 
working in Queensland to-day ; and they 
bring profit to the Railway Department. I 
1m·ite the fullest discusoion on the mining 
enterprises when we come to the Mines 
Estimates and I have the official figures. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Mrnu't M organ): I am 
not going to allow the remarks of the hon. 

member for Yfusgrave to go unclnllongod. 
Tha1 hon. member quoted fiq;urcs fl'Om l3unda­
berg. and stated dcfiHitely that a certain 
unrnber of nwn '' CJ't_' unumHlo~,ccl because 
of Arbitration Court Hi\-anh: i1{~ said that 
if the -::.c• <nrard::-; had r:.o~ l''\:i· tet: tho.- e urcu 
wculd haYe been fonnJ C"lldoy __ wnt. I want 
this Con1mitt<~·· to rwdis' that tai::, is tho rno,~., 
critical period with \vhich the sugar industry 
has been facl-)d since \Ye did [nvav J.Yith black 
l'botu. The hon. n1c1nbcr for }1u:-:gravc is 
on· of t 1

1r: n1on who aro u .,king tho public 
of 1\.u~tralia to pay a h1ghcr pri< ,) for their 
Rngar than is absolutclv ncc·c'~~ rv f:O that 
\VC rna•· give to the g{:o·wor ol t'he sug._._l'­
canc a fa-ir return f.or his labonr. rrho wages 
in the sugar indu&try to-day are re~·ulatcd 
b~:- an agrcen1cnt under which \VC attci-npt to 
give a fair return to ev~~rv inter(·-,t cor!ncctcd 
with that industry. By' his speech to-day 
the hon. 1ncn1b(•r 1Ht9 le.::·,. !ned hi3 poY.-(~1' as 
an advocate for the grower in that particular 
industry. I-Ic sends it. o:Jt broadcast that, 
while he would 1naint:.in a fixed price v.-hich 
would mean to iho consc1mcr a highcl' price 
than 1night othcr\Yiso be nccc~_J.ry, he desires 
t•J ,,ccul'e that price for ew .'C< tion of the 
cornrnunity at the C'xpen~c of another sec­
tion. It shows the fallac7 of Countr' party 
reprr_'sentation in lt,:; true fon11. Even the 
" Brisbane Courier" r-ontcnd~ that sectional 
repr(>-•ntat·:on. "-'-'uch a :J that of C·-unh>· part~.· 
nH?tnbcri:l, i a y.~ten1 of I'tj)rf:.c~.·ntabon thRL· 
Cdlnot liYo in any ::ann de:nocra·v. The 
hon. gentleman definitely ~L. tct~ f1u't. when 
thu rncn Yrho h-:- d bucn on tho UlL;rnploycd 
li·';t in Bnndaberg prcs0ntcd thcn1s0lves for 
\\·ork, through their privaHons and starva­
t'o!1 thP\" found that th-_ v ''"'re .~,.,w \YC.:lk to 
carrv ol1t the ,,rduun.::; 1 ·,boui· set for thcn1. 
The ~hon. me;.::1b2r object:. to tho"'c n1e11 rf'cciv-
ing a fair rate of v, for tbn ,., ork. lie 
r11akcs contradict-ory like that in 
connection w.ith onO of the n1o ,t stable indus­
tries in this State. The hon. n1cr,:bcr in his 
rernarks adrnitted that the unemployment in 
that l)rtrtiruJar indu~try wr ~ of an artificial 
natur~. llis remarks are s~Hicient justificu­
tion for the gr.tnting of reliC:'f in the Bunda­
bcrg district. The arr·ount of reli,' gTantcd. 
whieh is more genervus than won1d be granted 
j!' the Opposition ,,·ore in power, is ad1nit.tcd 
by the hon. gont1Fn1an to b~ inc:uiTicient to 
keep men in surh a phy--ir'll state as to 
enable th<'rn to do th(' work when it is pro­
Yidcd. The leader of the Oppocition sayc 
that jt is the duty of the GoYornmcnt to 
proYirlc work instCad of i~suing; 'vhat he 
tern1s dol0;:;. His construrbvP idc~L of the 
solution of the difficultc' vcas that '· o should 
work in connection wit!-> local rtuthorities. 
Tho hon. gentleman rnust haYc had his ton~no 
in hiR che~k when ht> made n statenlPnt hk0. 
that to thi· Chamber. I rcc·ollcct. a e.cssion 
or h~·o ago

1 
ono of tht..' hest n1r ,,:;;Ul'I'S ever 

introduced into a British Par}jr, ·1-_·nt to :~olvP 
1 h<> unemnloved question was int;-oduecd by 
this Gove'rnnwnt -in the form of the 1.~ :,em­
ployed Workers Bill. Pl~oY:-ion w·"' n~n~l': 
in that Bill to compel host1le !oral 2uthorihcs 
to arcept tnoncy for prop:rcs~ivc 8chem0s. 
thNebv safeguarding· the h0alth and well­
being ·oi the· people, I have in nind l'IIary­
borough. Owing to the activit)- nn tho part 
of the member for that district, tlw Govern­
ment ca1ne for\Yard \vlth a proposnJ to 1Pnd 
certain monev which would have had the 
effect of deaiing with the unemployed pro­
blem. but it was declined by the locJ l autho­
rity in that district. Then the Bill was 

111r. Stopford.l 
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introduced the parties opposite unanimously 
gDt togetl{er, dropped all their differences, 
aud attempted to defeat the Bill. 

Mr. \VEIR piaryborouuh): I was parii­
·cularly surpri•,ed at the want of logic on the 
part of the hon. n1Cn1ber fo_r l'tlusgraYo, anJ 
I think his statement, takmg the full t(•xt 
of it, abwlutely condPmns his argument. If 
1ve \rant to t:tl.;:c our nnnd:;; back to ihe olden 
dac·J to the n1any incidPnt'3 \Yhich we're 
re·:p~n,ible direct.ly .. for the wr: tchcd sta,te 
of existence in (._}uet'nsland 1dnch ln·ougnt 
about a lot of the unemployed and unfor­
tunate circunL:;tances of this country, \YO only 
\va11t t > tal.::o our minds back tn the time 
\Yhcn 1ncn ,,cith n1inU-'> ~irnllar to that of the 
hon. nwmbe1· for lVlnsgrave dominate'<:! every 
in•titntion in this Sbte. l particularly 
desire to draw attention to the lJlack labour 
mind. The old black lalJour mind is etill 
present iD-Jay. The same mind exists, but 
circmmtanccs have been nltered and the 
dano·cr is LOt SO great, bc~_:;::tPSC the i)GOp]e 

!ut'~ put tho e penon" in thci r plc1ce. The 
dnnger is there, none the l<"S .. ThP hon. 
gentlelnan knovv:s that 1 he sugar. 1ndustry, 
which ht' profe-..:scs to know f ornetlnng about. 
ha· been nut on a stable footing because of 
the fact t.l~at hir-;h \Yages have })('Cn paid. In 
t.he Lo\n'r Bnrdf'kin area. a-; a boy, I recol­
lect the Macmillans. who then cmplo.\cd 
k;-tnaka labour, anJ the,- "\YCH' of the sarne 
n1ind a>;; the hon. rnenllwr for l\Ins~ravc. 
Findin'~ that \Vhite labour iu~ the inJustr~" 
drove out the kanaka to outside di,,tricts, 
just a~, white settlement driYPS the kangaroo 
into the \vilr1erncRs, enabling health:v a11d 
happ '\._ustralians to liYe in those districts, 
which \\ere once black labour settlements, 
the hc·J. ge>ntleman no·,,- <l,VS that \\'8 should 
rcle;rate the- Arbitra6on Court to the scr::tp­
hcrtp. c \\ in other \vords, that we Rhould 
r.lk .-. tb· employing class to apply the 
pruninr knife to the basic wage. wh~c11 is 
now tc; lov:, and bring it clown to less than 
a decent. standard of living. If an inr1ustry 
is going to prosper only undf'r such ('ircun1-
stnJcc'. I hope that industry will never 
prosper. H it is going to prosrwr at the 
expense of the sweat a ncl blood of t hP 
"kicldies" of this State, let the hrm. member 
take the responsihilitL I will not. He says 
there is FOmt?thing wrong wjth the ration 
system. I said so the other night. \Ye arP 
not paying sufficient to keC'p people's bodies 
nnd ~ ouls in a decent state of P~,,istcnf'P. HP 
savs that n1en on thP ration li::;t are not 
phvsicall:.- fit to work. That is a fact. 
'\Vhcn the ~1aryborough Cit:c Council df'cide.J 
io in1provc AnzRC Park. certain n1en were 
g-ivPn C'mploymcnt. I \Vas on the cornn1ittPe. 
I know from th<e ganger on the work that he 
had to be particularly lenient with some 
of the unfort,unate chaps--n1any of them 
-hon0et, dec~nt chaps-for about a week until 
th0~,~ got bodil:v slTPng:h to do a dercnt 
woek'3 -..vork. The bon. 111en1ber ~.tid that 
thPrc \Y0re 400 n1en in Bnndaberg ·who vvere 
unemployed, and that £700 per month. or, in 
other ,,-orr1s. 35,. per man per month. was 
>pent on relief. He ' a11ts to cut that. down. 
The ;,mount of 8s. 9cl. per >~·c<'k ie not suffi­
cient for an.v man, particnlnrly if he has a 
wife and fctmilv: yet this advocate from the 
Bundab0rg di~h·jct says that it should b" 
:·ut down. To keep a man and his wife 
and family in anything like a clecmt shm­
dard of existence. to enable the "kidr1ics" 
to f.iO to heel at nii!;ht feeling that they have 
got sufficient of this world's good things to 
sati f.v their internal requirements, and to 

[Mr. Btopford. 

0na blc them to be free from the trirtls of 
winter, they n1ust receive 11101'8 than the 
nlii3erablP pittance of ,35s. per nlOilth. Tbc 
hon. gcntlenutn wants to cut that do\Yn. }1y 
argun1tnt has ahcas:_; Lec11 that tb}i30 people 
should be g-iven a standanl of r>xi tv11Ce -\\·hich 
will enahrc them to keep body and soul 
toglther that the"- cnn do work 'vhcn they 
get it. I \YoulJ a8k ,the Govcrnrnent 
::;Priously to con ,id er increasing the ratlo:! 
:".tandard. The 1nen and ,. on1en are entitled 
to it. In my own dic.trict I am prepared to 
take my ohare of the• blnmo in the matt!':· 
of iucre,;.sing expenditure in that direct-lolL 

::\lr. CATTERMULL (.1£u,r;ml·r): I haVP 
neYC'l' sta t(~d that the amount grant d fo:· 
rolicl is too rrmeh. 

A G 0. ERX}lE);T ]\fE~IEER : you did. 

:Ur. CATTER::\TULL : The fignrp, that T 
emoted I obtained ve,terda y afternoon from 
the police office, showing t'lwt 420 outsid, 1·s 
~nd SG residcn!s wcr(' obtaining relief, caus­
Jng an cxpondJture of £750 a month. 

J\Ir. GLEDSOX: Did !he hon. memocr quote 
those figure·, as representing the unemployed 
l'Pgistcrl'd at the Labour Bureau? 

}lr. RIORDAK: Y0s. 

Mr. CATTEH.J\H;LL: I said the men who 
\Vcrc ,dnnving relief rations. Some men 
who \\ere uJwmploycd as fa.r back as 1Iarch 
last . are on that list, and ha Ye not yet 
obtamed 'mrk. I would like to deal with 
the black-labour question and low wages. I 
have never been an ad,,ocate of lo"l'~ wages; 
I haYe never been an advocate of black 
la hour. I ''as one of the fir,t to support a 
"VFhito Australia" policy. 

Mr. \VEIR: Do vou think £4 a week is too 
nuwh? " 

J\Ir. CATTERMULL: I do not think the 
hon. member is worth it. I claim to he 
ono of the first who advocated a "\Vhite 
Australia" policy. I believe in paying a 
man a good wage, but I want results. 
Xaturc has not made LIB all alike. \Ve have 
nq say in our coming here, and ·we are not 
endowed alike. \'\' e should h'' allowed to 
use v;-hat natun~ has giYcn us, and. if a man 
who is onchn, ed '' ith intellect and strength 
can make his £6, £8, or £10 a week, more 
power to him; but at the present time, 
under our Arbitration Court awards, the 
rompt>t0nt n1an is c1rr:dng- the incompetent 
man on his back. That is the trouble. 
\Vhat is the reason for so mEch unemploy· 
mPnt to-day? You only want to go back--

:211r. COLLIXS: Go back to the kanaka days. 

Mr. CATTER3\1ULL: In 1919, when an 
award was made in connection with the 
]Htstoc.l and grazing industry, the judge said 
that the higher rate was grnntcd bef'au~c of 
the prosperous condition of the industry. 

Mr. DASH: He (lid not. 

:\Ir. CATTERi\IULL: Thcr0 were mer, 
,,-orking in the industry at the time who were 
gotting £1 15s. a week and rations-men 
well up in y0ars, who wore quite willing to 
continue at that rate. The result was that 
tlw whole of those men were thrown out of 
work, and to-clay the work that they were 
doing is not being perfonned because the 
pastoralist cannot aiford to pe.:v the present 
hig,h rate of wa.ges. As a result the country 
is being overgrown with undergrowth, and 
it has not the carrying capacity it had pre­
viously. It would be far better for those 
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n1cn to get wotk at a low0r rate and hayp a 
rcnstant job than to take Goycrninf':Jt dole.·. 
I~ \Yonld lw far better for thcn,~dvos and 
far better for the country. 

]\fr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The hon. 
tnembcr for J\1uf:graye is in an unfortunate 
pusition. Ho got up without considering 
the 0fft_Ct his remarks ~Yould havo on t.he 
country, and, having been expos"d in those 
rmnarks by tho hon.. noembc•r for :\fount 
:vTorgan and the hon member for 2\!l:ary­
borongh, he now tries to apologise to the 
JWOp]e of Queensland for what he has said. 
Thoro is no doubt that behind his remarks 
b-, h~d in his mind that the Arbitration 
Court should be abolished, and that there 
\Y0uld be no unem!)loyod if 1.Yages \YCre lower. 

:\1r. C'ATTERJI!rLL : Y 0•1 c. ay that; I did not. 

:\fr. DRENNAN: That is the onh· inter­
pretation that can be placed on his rl>marks. 
It 1s far better to haYe lmemployod on 
ratwns than that we should smash the svctem 
of the Arbitration Court by reducing ;.,~ag<·> 
to what they wen• in tho old black labour 
dDys. 

Reference has been made io th0 Cjuestion 
of the loco l authoritir·' finding wo1·k for the 
nnen1plo~vcJ. Some tin1e ago I arra11gcd with 
:\Ir. Randolph B<'dford to approacl1 certain 
ftnancw,l institutions in ~-'ln1 Tica to secure 
loan 1110llcy for in1provemcnts in the citv of 
Tornvoon1ba, and I have rccciv0.d a cableg~ran1 
from :\Jr. Bedford stating that he could 
ot:taJn money from ccrtailJ filutncial institu­
tions. I submitted the c .. ble to the citv of 
~co ... v;oonlha, and the town (·lcrk rPpilcd, 

\.\' do 11ot want the n1oney." .Tu·t fancv 
a. city like rroow·oomba, ·w·ith r'oa ds in a shocl~-­
ing state and i'C'CJuiring trains and a WLtter 
~nppl:· and all thel";c thing·s. saying the;.- did 
not ·want loan 1nonc.v ! The c}tv r·-,uncil did 
no.t cv,f:n ~avc a meeting ov0r i( The rn<t_~ . .:1r 
c::a1d. V\ P C'an get as n1nch rnonc>v as \Ye 

want fron1 the Common>,Y alt.h Banl{ '' : but 
lhP Con:mon\YPalth Bank turned then1 down. 
In an importunt matt(T such as thi~, t.ho 
hon. member for East ToO'\COomba did not 
f'OlTIO along and give an.v r.·"~lst..l.n_._, \Ye 
know that the City Co11n0il of TomYOLJba 
i con1posr:d of interests th~ sanv' as tbe 
Opposition. and, becaus·o the proposal came 
fron1 a I.Jabour rnembPr-n proposal fnr son1e­
thino; progTC<:;:::ive-no further str.n~~ wero 
taken, and~ no steps ha Vf~ bcc•n t :_k~;1· hz7 the 
Toowoombrt C'·mncil to finrl \York fo;· the 
r~. ';.idf'nt·..c-h,-q·d-vvol'king 111011. who \Yould b~ 
onh· tea gh d to acecpt r-rnploymcnt. nioncy 
c>un!d ha.v0 hcf'n obtainf'd in An10rlca fo.r 
nel o~"ary irnproven1cnt..;, hut noth1ng W'tlf3 
done, and the hon. n1cn1b0r for E 0 st Tco­
\vnon:lm did not trouble abon~ it. y,:-,t. we 
find the hon. n10mber rqwat0dlv a'king the 
Gov0rnmcnt, " \Yhcn ar0 you g-Z)ing to open 
the \Vi1iow~'urn works? '' T-Tc is n~t ,c;erious. 
Tht1 rO is nothing progres.:iyc anr1 nothing 
statcsm. nlik~~~ about hin1. The Opposition 
ask, " \Vhat are t~f' GoYf'rnrnr>nt going to do 
for th("\"'f' pe0/)1c:1

'' Bnt wh0n ·on1cthinv 
has bc('ll done in a big '''>la:v th~ \7 :;;it :il0nb 
bccau,0 tho Labour mcmb. r for T0owomnha 
1night hay~ got son1e kudos for tbc efforts 
h0 has made to assist the uncmnloYed. \Yhot. 
hvs th~~ vrhole dif·~·asslon b0on ... HbOnt? It is 
a11 a question of getting Yotej and tr:vin:7 to 
blind the workers. The real pfJsition is ncyer 
expl!1i1wd in th,~ capitalist.ic Pr·::>:-s, and, 
e-...cccpt iu "I-Iansard," the IYorkC'rs nPYE'r get 
the truth. If la::.t vvf'ck\; " J-Ia:nsard" "\VPrc 

sent to r;,-ery "\rorker in Qncenslar:.d, th2 

workers would wake up and End a different 
store- altogether to what. the "Courier " and 
other ne\v:-:;papers are publi~hing again~t this 
GoYernment. 

Mr. COLLI::.JS (Bon·.~n): Tho hon. member 
for :ThiusgTavc rru:tde a remarkable reference 
to the hon. member for Man·borough, and 
said ho v.~as not worth the basic wap:y. The 
hon. rne1nbcr for lV1u~graYe is one of those 
who puts hirns_]f on a pedestal and thinks 
he is superior to the rest of mankind. In 
other words, he savs to himcrclf, "A thourand 
a Year for nie; but vou belong to the working 
cl~ss, and less than~ the ba~ic wage for you.'' 
There are a lot of peo!>le like that, and they 
do nor, seen1 to realise that a change has come 
over tlu seen£~. Men have changed, and 
the workers might cav to the hon. member 
for l\IusgraYe, "\\~ho <-~re you that ;Tou should 
rcceiyc a thousand a v0ar and then g·et up 
in :vour plucc in Parlir~nL nt and 'ay that the 
remedv for unemployment is to reduce the 
h3sie ~vaK~0 fixed by the Arbitration Court? ' 7 

IIon. 1nc~mbe1 on.nositc do not realise that 
this is the age of .p.rogres". The lcadPr of the 
Nationalist partv said that a rem~dy could 
be found for unemployment if the Horn<' 
Department co-op0ratcd \Yith the lac d 
anthoriti< s. Does he not reahs"' that the 
local authorities can cleal \Yith the lmemploy­
lncnt problc-m n.t the prcs0nt morncnt if th.ey 
so ,,-{8h? 'Yho Ct')ntrols the 1otJal authorities 
of this State 1 Our friends oppcoite. 

;\1r. Moo RE: The~· \'. •re pnt th£ l'C h:· the 
electors. 

;\h. COLLIXS: Of course the . .' were put. 
there by the electors and I hope the electors 
will no.t be so dens'e next time. The hon. 
n1en1lwr for Aubigny knows that . thPy can 
soh·c tllP unemployment. problem 1f the: so 
wish. Tlv hem. member for Musg-rayc also 
knows it. I ha,;e been through his district, 
and in no oth"r part of QuePnsland h~ve 1 '·P 
snch hirrh land va1w::·~ as there are lll the 
RundabZn .. ~· district. According to thl· 
Hc".:6strar-~Genc'l~a1, the nniinprovE'd v~l~1e ~f 
lnnfl in connection with lotal authontlc_ 1~ 
,£68,401.342. vVhat is to ston the local 
nuthorit,- in the district of the hon. Ll• mbcr 
for ::\Ius'gravc. or th: loLal author~tv. in !~c 
Plcetorntc of the leader of the :\at1onal1~t 
nartv, putting on n higher ra1-o than ibcy 
havC nt the prl"ent tinH', and so solve t}H?­
HnC'mplovf'd prohlen1? 

Hon. j_ G. APPC:L: Qui+· easy. (Opposition 
laug-hter.) 

~fr. COLLI:\S: Of cnn1 :0, it j .. qni'~c r··u;;:~. 
Th0 hon. 1ne1nber for ~t\.lbcrt l1Plongs to the 
:nne da ,:;:: as. t.hP hon. 1ncn1ber for 1\Ins:.p:r~:ve. 

riP nuts hin1S('lf on a pcdestnJ .' nd t.hlnks 
h0 is' rt ~upCl'ior kind of P' rson. II0 doe not 
r~ali '! thil.t rnan is n1a11. and that tr:sc 
unernn1o~rccl are equal to hi.m, anrl. m l.~'bC~ 
would be more than 0C[nal If they had nad 
the e me opportunitie. that. the hon. g~•ntle­
man ha- had. 

Hon. rT. G. AT'PBT,: Th('V rrrc C( rtainly equal 
to the hen. mcrnbcr y ho ·is spr ,;king. 

0Tr. COLLINS: The hon. member for 
Aubignv knov. '• that the local authorities can 
solve Hie ul:<'mploycd problem. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Ye cannot coilEd the 
ratf'::; now. 

:\Ir. COLLJNS : You do not h7 to cc llect 
thcrn. ··~{ ou rlo not try to trrx the '' 2<1 lthy 
rlass in your shire. 

J\llr .• J. JoxEs: You try to sell yoin' State 
stations. 

Mr. Collins.l 
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Mr. COLLI="S: That is not tlw solution of 
the uiH~n:ployed pl~oblern. In this n1ornlng's 
" Courir'r ,. I n~ad that a supporter of hon. 
members opposite said that in the event of 
the Katj(mtdist y1arty r getting into 
]!0\.YPr t~11:.~Y arc going t~) clo awav with all 
Stat: entcrpri.JeF; and. considering that the 
gentlemnn in question strc~,,ed our State 
1·ailwavs and the loe~ in connection v;ith the 
railwa\'s. I take it that tJ.~. hon. mPmhcr for 
A!l,.,r•' ;, in favour of getting rid of our 
StatP railw·1y~. 

Ilon . .J. G. APPEL: I never said so. You 
c-:nnot cOlnpare the t-wo P!1tPrpriS-t:'S. 

)1r. COLLE\S: It is time the h(Jll. member 
fc ~· l\ius;.;ruYc and others were put i~ their 
pia,,· .. TlPy w:mt to ge-t back to the good 
Dl·d davs. I rC.11embcr in the old black-labour 
davs I workecl in thP candiclds round about 
Pialba in the ~year 1883 for 2s. 6d. per da,y 
and 1ny fc,otl. 

:\L· . .J . .JoXES: VY0re you worth it? 

Mr. COLLI~S : This is the fir"t time mv 
work has ever been questioned. Two .;billings 
and sixpence per day and tucker was nw wa g·r> 
paid iu the good old b:ack-labour days. I 
was physica1ly fit at th~t tin10. rrhe hon. 
mcrnbcr for :.\Iu~gravc "\YUll"~.: to l'f'turn to 
tho~f~ conditions. 

:Jir. C \T~I·;f<.-:'IULL: :No. 
cdr. COLLT:\S: He thinks that '.muld be a 

olution of the une1nploycd probl.:_·m. 
~Ir. C··.TTER~IULL: No. 
:ilr. { 'OLLINS: The hon. member for 

~\ihcrt kno~.\:; 71Jat there \'\ 'f0 thow:.t.nds of 
PlCJJ unemployed in 1883. \'1' e landed 26.000 
people in Quccn.:~land in that vcar. rrho 
-.....-orkcrs \vera treated like slaves~ th:::-n, and 
tha\ is 1vhrrt hon. 1ncn1bers oppos-ile 1vant to 
return to and bf·~rudge 1vhat ho11. n1crnbers 
oppo3ite c:-11 ''doles." It gets on rn~r nonu-'' 
,vhcn I hear ll1Cinbers on the other side 
talking- ahout " dole<;." Thev l!C',,:d to rr:lli.::o 
that tfl:_.;; is an age of libcr(, and that the 
workman iJ comlng into his oYvn. and that 
they will hu;-e to livt• on a lot lc .• s them th0 
£1,000 p0r year 'vbich th0y get no~,y, and 
whi{'h they have only exploited from other 
people who have done the work. 

Mr. WI:I\iSTANLEY (Qurcnton): 'There 
has been a fair :;unount cf di~cns3ion on this 
Yote, v.~hirh I thought v~-ould have gone 
throug-h afte1· the Minis' 'l' had rcnlicd: 
but llon. 1nf~n1bers opp- "itc ""',vanted fo get 
in sorrwthing more, and I do not see vvhy 
thev shouid not be accJinrnodat::'d "\vith a 
rep}v to what they ha\ e- sa.id. The yotA for 
outdoor relief looks a sin1pl" thjng: but, 
whu1 ou con1e to anah,,e the reason -~vhy th-e 
1110IH'Y 1·~ being C'Xpcn'd,d, it. goes dov~~n to 
-one of the fundarnental principles of rnodern 
ciY1ll ·ation-that is, the question of 'v'h::ther 
a 1nan has the right to liYc and work. Soruo 
hon. members opposite, by the way they 
te J1 , wonLl leacl us to infe1' that they actually 
thin1, tlrtt if a mnn Cf!nnot vvDr~\: he ,hould 
be all·J"id~d to starve to clenth. I have heard 
hon. ll1C'mb:_'rs oppositr, whE'n i hey Pat on 
this side. 'ay that the srmr of hnnger was 
nne of the greatest incontjyc 'j to make rnen 
1vork, ~nd I h.-,vc heard them quote figures 
hotn the reports of the Labo1n· Bnr0au PS to 
the:- nun1bcr of nnernp1oyed in Queensland, 
:-.ud asc_;ert that thcv were accurate. But the 
quota.tion ·which the hon. rnc::nbcr for Mus­
g-rav~ gave this moruing v:as deliberately 
intend d to mislead the CD!nmjttf'e and the 
people outside 'vith regHrd to thr number 
of nnC'n1plo~-eJ in Bundabcrg. One \Yould 

[MT. Collins. 

i1nagino fron1 hearing hon. rne1nbers oppu­
~ iLe that previous to the a·dvent of !.his 
GoY(H'lllnf'nt th::re was no Ruch thing as 
uncnlployniCnt; but everybody knov·:a that 
ihc:' uner:nplo2;cd, like the poor, have a1v.-ays 
been with us. Even in nonnal times, ·when 
things are fairly good, thcr·c is ah,-ays a 
number of un,mployed. I remember a 
~Iinister in .0 preYious Government showing 
an unprnployed deputation the door, bccau'·e 
they did not talk a·, courtcou::ly as it w·as 
tho'ught they 'hould have done. It used to 
be Faid that unemployment was a problon1 

·that no Gov·crnment could olve, and I agree 
with that to n certain exL :1t, becau~~e the 
unomulovment problem goes rnu .... h ,deeper 
than -"rnO'st people in1agine. Hon. 1nen1Lcrs 
opposite sa? that t?-c pre~rnt Governrn(_;~: 
are rospons1ble for tne uncrnployn1c·nt \Ylncn 
cxish to-day. Such a statement is ab20lutcly 
untrue, and it has boon refute-d time:., v,-ithout 
nun1ber, but those hon. m ~nbers keep 011 

!naking the statmnent. If the hon. mc'lnbcl' 
for ~\[u::c_r:-tYP said anythil'~':, j1c salL1 that 
the 11rc 'nt ..:\rbitration Court U\'. ards \H~~re 
rL·_;;pousibl" for une1nploynront. The only 
infCrence to be drawn from that is that, if 
Ill' t1 are prepared to work for less \Vages 
than thev are o-utting there \vould be more 
<~n1plovn1~- nt. That ;:{atem·"nt is baC'kPd up 
bv -th~ hon. :mr-tnbor for 1\Iurilb .. , who said 
that the san1e thing applies to tho mining 
indu,:-trv, and that, if rrH::n y,Tcro prepared to 
\Vo.dz for ]es~ 'vrrges than the :_'\~-ard rate, 
H.c.v wonlcl find woyk_. That is abJolutc:ly 
untru '. I an1 of opinion that 1n :--onw rrun­
ing districts, ?ven if men ?ffcrerl. t~ work for 
thf'5r tucker, 1t would be impcssibw to make 
the indu~l,t:~T a p~1ying con~·r~·n a~ the prf ont 
tiiYlP \VhencYer there IS a ncccss1ty for 
cc~~~mv or retrenchment it. is '.vagcs that 
are fir:,t r0duccd by friend:" of rnc_rnbers 
opposite. \Ve know vd1:1t happcnc~l. 1n th: 
old daYs, and hon. l1lCY!lbL'1'S oppo~110 ,:-ant. 

to g t 'bu.ck to the conditions ·wh~ch obta1ncd 
i-he.n but thov vi·lll never be able to do so. 
rrhe 'hmL rnenlber for \Vindsor ~a~ had some­
thing to do with local authont1:'~· and ~e 
~~id that ihe une1nploymcnt prob1c_rr: c.;n~d 
have bew solve-d if the local authorttl"s had 
bc0n utilised; and the hon. member fo.r 
}furilla said that the whole of the expendi­
ture from this vote and a great dcaJ rnore 
should hn, been concentrated in ono spot, 
;>nd the unemployed collected there. 

1\lr. l\'lOHGAX: ::\ o; lTIY iclca \', <..· S to ha Ye a 
lot of places. 

Mr. WI~STA""LEY: Fnemploym< nt , is 
not onD_r:cd to one y)artic_u.l1r _r>lr; e, ,':.:1;1 tne 
lllOllCV shm1lJ be spe11t lll dtff·~rc:!.lt rll:l~CS. 
pcrhn.ps in clearing land H nd prC'panng 
f:::~r~~'s; but tha~. has bt p·:l de 1lt with b)7 thr 
~Jini-'-!'1'. If 0110 loral authorlt.v was ~~ranted 
a portion of the yotc fn; rc1i~,,f \,·or1{, other 
L~wal .~.uthoritics would rcqujrc to be 1 re_ 3tt"-l 
in tho Sd1nt~ ''T and the ronseque2-::.ce -..vonld 
bC' thi'it a :otc tln·oc or fDur t11ncs as n1uch 
as the prrscnt amount 'vould be nccc0· .. ary. 
The hon. nwmbcr for \Vindso:· denied 1n~:;t 
t•mphfltlral!y that the uncmplo57 cd in Bn~­
bflne h<i.d born orr--anif:cd to fonn n. dq)uta­
tlon Lut it is a rrn1arkablt~ fact that, when 
der_;oL-::trat1ons can bo rn£Jde to can'-!.~ injury 
to thn Gc·n'rnn1ent. the u:tern11]oyrd are 
::~hva:v" organi~cd. \\~e. have. repeatedly :''f't; 
th0 local unet''Jplo~~ed In Bnsba!1e org ·~ll_:'Cfl 
'\hen thov could bo of nse to th0 Oppos1hon, 
and- the 1\ap0rs hnvc giycn an1plP reports of 
all thev ~have said in denunciation of the 
C!-overn~uont. It is a 1nnJter of con1rr10ll 

kJ,owledgo that the friends 0f hon. members 
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·-oppo:-::itc arc rcsr)Qnslblc for the• ur~ctuploy­
ment which is hn)Ltght a bout frotn tinxe to 
tin1c, and thcrt? is nothing sti·an;e <:tb(n~t the 
unPn1plo- ~d bejng UJl to . he House L1is Jnorn­
in•s in this deputation. 

l\lr. :\Io.rc t,~: You arc ycry su . .::.piciou). 

:rvir. \YIXST_.:-\XI_JEY : The hoiL nw1nber 
for \Yir;dsor ~.aid that the ununployn1cnt in 
the Inlnir;g industry was due to the rLc:klcss­
llO"'."i of rh·) Sef'reLai"' for }linl'ti, "·hich is a 
deliberate rnjs~t-~t mCnt. ThP reckic~s11c '' is 
due to hon. 1nen1bcrs opp0s:tc_, "'ho--c rceklc:s.:; 
st~ttCnlP~lts haYe again and again bec11 
rcfutt~d, a~lc1 it has be ·n <·1own that there 
haY~- not bt:> n tiP~ lo5 .:'s wl1ich those hon. 
nH:mb(·~·:-; assert. Duri.:g the pt' ''nt devrc 
sion in thr n:.ining industry, Yl'l'Y few aUlc­
l'o.di:.:d n.w.n, ha~,(~, been gct.tillg rdti~n~ oa 

1
the 

lEllnn.::,- fu.:!n::;. lne D('lnu·r.ncnt of -~-i1nc nas 
found thcn1 money to· do pro.,11erling 'vork. 
I.:-1 b·1ndn·,J3 of casGJ the 1n!n(•l'S hav.--.. helm 
kept nt work in t113t J.)l. 'Yhich i:; infinitely 
better th n haT1in€· lTICll doing nothing. The 
grc.~; diDlcnlt~-c is in findinu· \VOl'k which has 
any eha:nce uf being l'C'tllUllCrat}y \ varti­
·('UlarJ,, in pl!H'("'' llke lJJ·isbar:c. The hon. 
lllfTnbcr frn· Pitt"worth rnndt~ a Clrnpur!:-::on 
bct\\'C'C'1 tb:~ lH'(<;cnt <:onrlitions a!ld tho.;;,e 
which cxi-tc{ ~in H.sn1c n1·c-..-ion·· to it; fall. 
The lwn. nJe!nbcr also i~1terjccred \Yhen the 
b .. n. lltCJnbcr for Bo1ven was spf king that 
he \\-29 getting in gooJ propaga·ld.J. rrhc 
lwn. gentk1na1J 'Yas quite wrong in ~.rhat he 
said about the Rornan E~n!)~re. lli toTy 
tQacht''~ us that, sd1e;1 the cit'zpn::; of Rome 
OIYlH·d aLd \·,'ork<'J srna.ll arPtts of fh·c acres 
.and under and the gcnL ral• left the plough 
i_r lead their nrmics in buttlP, the.\' co11qucred 
the \Yorltl; but, ~,··hen the ]and ''"a, hr·ld in 
large areas by the w·ealthy fcv;, and the 
great bulk of tho IH·oplc \Yere landlc ~9, 'vork­
ing and living as slaves. wh:le tht pau.ician,l 
lived in luxury and profligacy, then came the 
·downfilll of the Empire. 

I arn satiificd that the u!lPill]JloycJ problcn1 
j'3 a difiieult problen1. lion. 11101nbers 
oppo:':-itc ha\ e spob?n o 1 this vote, yet \vhcn 
they eat on the Government sicl c of the 
Hou;:,C they 1nude no att<-'Inpt \Yhatevcr to 
fiO]Ye the unernvloyed 1n·oblcrn. \Y c brought 
in a Bil\ to 2oh·c t.hu prohk_tl. aLd it wLts 
v:orthy uf n1orc con:J]dt~rat·ou than it ~·ot. 
~.\t tho lH'L"'>Cnt tin1e we haYO :et Bill on the 
Lusillcs~-shect !o deal with the qucstiDil. 
A mnn who has nc.-cr had to roll up his 
bJa~·l;:__•ts and ;;;tart out to look for work 'l1ocs 
not know what it is to bo un0n1ployecl.. There 
is no Inorc hun1ili[·~ting P-''"it.ion for ;-~. n1an 
than to feel that he is strong and healthy 
and 1\'Cll qu~liflcd to work Lut he cannot get 
'yoi'J,:: to do. It j part n,nd parc0l of ou:t 
present-day s~:stcn1, and it is going to take 
!30DIC 1 Lj·1g radical and so ;10tl1iug \vhich will 
go rivht t-o the root of thing l1cforc the 
question is ·,oln cl. I thir;k the Go,~crnmcnt 
ha ye n1adp an honest at-0lnpt to so lye tho 
probl..:1n. and n L the pres0nt tin1P they are 
doing i.he best possihlc under the cilcurn­
stanccs to solve it. Ilon. 111Clnbcrs opposite 
HJ.(ldc rc~'erenrc lo the State cntcrp1'i"cs, and 
sal cl tl!L'Y won1d do away 'vith th, m. It is 
scHn{ thing to have that statornent fro1n thern. 
T}E',\' hrr-..:c said on previou, occa-.-:.ions that. 
liC !natter '~'hetlier the s:-lte cntcrnriscs were 
profitabh• or unprofltttble, they \V~c.·c against 
them .. a::.1d lvou1d 'xipe th0E1 out when they 
got the chnnc"-~ of doin6 8'1. It is just as 
\Yell thht the electors should know that. If 
the Govcn11ncnt haYe rnade nnv mistake in 
connection with this Yale at all: it has been 

i11 the dirf'i.'tion of n1akir g· it too low. Anv~ 
OlH' who knows anything ~"about tho [JCHitiOn 
at ali n1ust kDow that, nl1::o~~'-·h the Stat ~ 
allo\':arH''~ is n1nch lllOl'L' libf'l'al than iJs \'-~\'-' 
bt·furt..'. it is 6till not ~uHicicut to pi·o\·!du 
l'L:ough ·-.:raminn, for a nl<El to l'ii bll• l1i :t to 
go out. f'.+raigllt away a·.d d,1 n. lnud d1~·~s 
·wcrk. \Ye n re go;~Jg thtf'l~~..rh tr.:.7 inrr tin1cs. 
rdHJ tho conditions arc uch that \\ e have 
'Jot o11ly to pi-oYidc [or our own uncr.'.tplo' r·rl 
Lnt "\YC ha Ye urL .11ployL'd eo ning fl'oru 'tlte 
oth('r ;)tah~s, and '-YC haY<~ to louk af~P.!:' thcn1 
u.c; w2JL In~·.b~d..d of bla1Hi11g th0 Go\'el'lllllC'nt 
\V·~ should rcall\' corr,rn·:lld fc,r ..,·,·hut 
they haYe done i;1 cloali, g 

J,Jr. T. R. l1,0BERTd (i.:u.':t Too1!'oomDa): 
It is a rcgret.r a Lie thing indeed that a rnan 
hfl . to npply for rolicf. ber llbf' no nutn likes 
to thiuk that lw has to d<'jii'!ld 011 rl>lief fCJr 
cxi"tl'nce. Tbc avPrage 1nan de .ire., ( npl(ly­
nH:nt. rl'hc Opposition stand fot' that. \Ye 
d.: not sa,y tlnt. bccm ,,e u !· <il is out of 
·wo1·k in Quecnslar::·l. lw L.honlcl bo allowed to 
:-t :r,·c-. \\'c s ·y t 1Jat CYC1 1nnrL ''-'On~an. and 
child Hlll t have the :rneans of cxi~t('!lce \Ye 
say that it is up to the Go t•tnnF'nt to flnd 
C•')J]J)OyillCUt. fOl' l.lit'll \YhO Un~ llUliTiCd. SO 

tbat tlv.\ir \YiYes and childrrn can bC' kctJ~t in 
g( )d health. l 

1 
).1;- (~OLLI~S: .\Yh;. doYJ't YCll do it thruugh 

tne local autno:nhc':,;? 

~Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: What did the· three 
EH..'Jnb•r: v, ho ha ye ;;;nokPn fron:l tho (~o~ ern­
llH'llt ·idc- tell U3: 'i'hev '1id that the lncal 
authoritic•s >'hOLtld find c'mployment for these 
people. 

Mr. COLLIXS: That is so. 

Mr. T. R ROBERTS: Doe., that mean 
tbat the credit of the L cut author1tiPs is 
better than the credit of the State? I think 
it is the duty of the Government to iind 
ernploy1nent Jor the people. I recogni~e that 
tb,.ro is somo obljgatioll on the part of the 
local authorities, loo, b11t the St tc Govera­
rtlf'n.t arc the first who should have thl' 
rcspon::'ibility for dealilig srith the unern­
ploy·ed. Notwithstanding that wo spent two 
davs last. vveek and one-third of to~dav 
ah:eady in discussing thjs Yet,•, it doe::; nOt 
give unv 1nort-" work to the nconle who '~'ant 
·~;ork. ,\Ye know qu!te wc1l fhat th0 dC'le 
giY('TI to thoso men dcH:s not keep thorn in 
sufficient condition to take up hone:'· toil 
straight avnty. \Yhcn I returned to 
Toowoon1b:1• lnst Saturd; v dc-.;;c,n or tv, ohe 
111cn waitnd on n1e at n1~~ 'off:i,~e to i·a1prcss e-n 
rne tho seriou.=mess of thuir indiYidual posi­
tions. They were all men re~isteted r~t the 
Labour Burf'nu, and I krow thrrt soL~(' of 
thrrn h<-tYC bu:n registvrcd there for , omo 
~,-ccks, bec1u.;.;c the:v have been calling on mo 
for so:ne \\'eeks. r:rbesc ch~YPll nr bvPlvc IYIC'n 

told rne that they could I?t)t. find crnplo~. rnent. 
.1-\ woman called at n1y o!li1:0 ycst!Tday. She 
'-Yas quite a stranger to 1110. She told me 
thot she and h~r inubancl and child wn.lked 
frorn \Varwick, and shP gave me a very 
sC'athing rrcC'ol1nt of the unfor·~unate po~ition 
of the man on the land between \Varwick 
and Toowoornha. Yet W'' hav,:: the hon. 
111crnber for Bowe:n t0lkin~ about putting 
lTtOl'L' tax.t:,tion on the land. 

};1r. CoLLIXS: On the tE1in1prorrd yaluc of 
the land. 

Mr. T. R. ROBRRTS: It i' ali vcrv w..ll 
to t:1lk nbout the unimnrovr·d va1nc Of the 
land. The present G-~-n:;nnncnt. by their 

Jrfr. T. R. Roberts.] 
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?.ctions, haYe redurcd the vnluc of land since 
1915 by 40 per cent. 

:Ylr. COLLJNS: You U'' 1 to ad,·ocat·.' a land 
t:n in the culy days of the LnJ1our move· 
fll('i~t. 

::\Ir. T. 1~. RODERTS: The taxation 
impmwcl by iht. prP;;cnt GcYYCl'llllH'nH ~.s 
11Htking n1any lJCOplo hesitate to illYC'St the

1
Ir 

l!lonc~-, or lH.:>rhapci they might lJe nblc: to CtO 

~mucthing in the Inatt('l' uf unecnploytnPnt. 
rrlH' industrial po.:"ition is Hl<'h tbat it lllakt'' 
1t irupos~iblc for 1nen to find t.. .·1ploytnent. 
I am not going to sa;,· that I '.Ymdd abolish 
thl• Arbitration Court. \Ye knoY\ thc~t thcro 
i · a lar:;:·c bodv of rw n iD Qn<'en hnd who 
can onL- be clRsscd a·· u'·"k~llcd labour. It 
i~ so in~ To~woomba, at Dl~.V rate. , \Ye l~no'.V 
U1at most of thos0 who rcg1 ~er at tnc Launur 
Bnrc, us Hl'C u11skillod. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX Si\IITH: That 1~ untrue. 

~'Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: The Mini-tor in 
charge of the Public 11' arks D"par-tment 
says that my remarks are untrue, but it cer­
tainly applies to rroo\vonrnba. at an:;7 rate. 
If the l\fini,-.tcr will obtain the report of 
th<' Public 'Works Department he will find 
that tht vp is a, large nnrr1ber of young men 
bc·hYecn the ages of ~evc•nteen and t\venty~ 
one yea.rs who are unabh• to find employment 
i·t Que< nsland to-day. They do not go t0 
the Lahour Bnr-eau to 1'.;-·gistc·r th0lr nan1e<;;, 
because they have homes, and they can get 
food at hmnc It is only rig-ht and fair 
that their parents should see that they are 
kept in food in their own homos. These 
people never register. The industrial posi­
tion i3 such that ·we are producing 1nore and 
more of the-"' unskilled men. As these young 
men get older they will not have an oppor· 
tnnitv to learn a trade at alL I do not 
blame th" Government altogether for the 
position that existB. V\Te hnyc to recognise 
that the men who make these conditions arc 
the ma.sters and men thc·mse!Yes, and I want 
to sav a word to them Is it not time to 
rcYie\\· the whole position as we find it to­
dav '? If the--e bo:y.:i and young rnen are 
un'ablc to get ;(n 011portunitv to learn a 
tnulo, tht•n \VC s,hall onlv add to our 
nnskilled labour. In Tcowoomba to-day 
r;,u}d giYP en1ploymcnt to ~killed nu•n, 
lmfortnnately, a~~ving to tbe sci1snnal con~ 
ditione, that is not possibh'. -\Ye havo not 
f[Ot tlw opportunit}' to emplov a f[reat body 
t)f UL· killed orkfTS. I might say a \Vord 
or tv. o to the Home Dcpartn1ent in par~ 
ticubr in this matter. l kr1ow that the 
Home Secretary made ru: excelknt proposi­
tion sotne timo af!o, and I referred to it last 
session, where he propo.sed to come to an 
arrnng-en1cnt Y:ith the local a.uthcrit.ics in 
reg·ard to finding emp:oymcnt. Th0 local 
n.uthoritics \vero going tu find the tools and 
tlv; n1aterial, and the Government were going 
to find a certain amrmnt of monev. I would 
like to know ·why the scheme \\:as not put 
into operation-wheth!'l' the men sitting 
behind the Govcrnmert ancl the unions 
in.tcrfercd. It is aJl Ycrv well to sav that 
thl' Govcl'nment had not" enough tnoDoy to 
go rocmd. \Ve should not wait till we have 
enough to give ever} nn~n cn1plo.~ mcnt; we 
should se<> that WE' get t.ho be,t re>ults wo 
cm for the monev \\'~ b,n·e. I sav it would 
have been a cood thing· if th•·· Gm·ernment 
had accepted Lh0 suggestion of the Homo 
Sc~rctary and found fifty n1rn work, oven 
if they had to provide relief for the other 
n1en. 

[J111'. T. R. Robel'is. 

The City Council of Toowoomba had a.n 
interview with the then Treasurer, l\r1r. 
Fihclly, and made £1.000 available for work 
ou the Toll Bar road. The mayor-and I 
atn sure no n1an in that position vvould have­
n1ade the statmncnt withc.ut reasonable cause· 
-reported that he had the authority of the 
Treasurer to say that the money would be 
rcfnnded to the council. It has not been 
rcfundecl. I know it has been said that it 
cannot be d<we. but it is unfortunate, and 
tlw llla;·or ha' !lromisc•d that if the £1,000 
i:< rdunded it v.-ill be madP avrtilablP for 
~~. ork for so1n0 of tho 111011 \VhJ arc idle at 
thP prr··.ent m·Jinf~nt. 

I think the hon. n1ernbcr for rroowoomba 
associated my name ,,-ith others who he­
said had Ltkcn no i:,:crcst" in the proposition 
\\hich he had the check to put up to the 
Citv Council. The men who were concerned 
wc;e the hon. momber himself and ]\Jr. 
Randolph Bf'rlford. Imagine those men talk­
ing about Amcl'icfln loan;:, of a quarter of a. 
million! It i~ sufficient for me to treat it 
v,.ith conte1npt. 

:\Ir. GLEDSOX (Jps1 icli): I did not intend 
to sa v anvthinf[ on t.hi, vote, but I listeTJod 
caref;dlv to the debate o,, Fridav, and I have 
heard tiw Minister reply fully, ,1nd I thought 
th debate would hav" been closed, but 
evidPntlv the ::\ationali ts a.re not satisf1ed. 
They h'avc rr ..;urrectcd the 1nattor, and I 
think it i" onlv fair that hon. members on 
this side shouU. reply to their misstatements. 
One of the misstatomcnts i', that the finan­
cial transactions of the Government have 
cmscd the unemployment. If that be so, then 
the financial transactions of the )J atwnahsts 
and Country party GoYcrnmcnts in the 
other Staks mu,;t have caused the great 
e mount of unemployment there. The l9ader 
of the ::\ationalist party said that the· bulk 
of the rmcmplovmcnt on tho mining fields 
''as t'UlU' d by ~the action of the r\-'Jinister. 
That is iust ti1e opposite of the truth, rnoro 
particula'r1y on the coaln1in~ng- flcld~. The 
canso of the unen1ploynJ011t lS the fa~]ure of 
the friends of t.he Onpo~ition, th<~ fa1lure of 
private ('!1tCqH·iso and of the CapitaJists; ~(} 
prm·idc' for the men the:,· engage m tn01r 
indnstriPs and thro\Y 1011 thP ;;;.,--.l·aph"ap wh(~n 
dwv are done vvith thent. That is the cause 
of 'unt1 rnploynwnt, not onl:v in Qw•ensland 
but in c\·ery other country in the world; and 
t }wre will be no re mod'- till we alter the 
s'>·.-:.ten1 altv:cthcr and wipe out private enter· 
i;rise and the capitalidic ;n.cthod, and till 
w2 have-a-·> many of my trvncls hav~ told 
hon. members opposite bef'?re-prc:ducbon of 
foocl'tuff, and the neee.-canes of hfe for use 
and not for profit. 

Take the older countries of the world a.nd 
se·•' ''hat they l1ave done with the unem­
plo;;ment problem. Take Britain and her 
Allies who \Yon the war, and Germany, whom 
they dcfeat-,d. Germany. in her reconstruc· 
tim1, set out to find work for every man and 
\VOlnan. 

0PPO'IT10:'-i lHE1IBERS : Ten and tweh·e 
hours a clay. 

l\fr. ~I0'!:1GAX: At Yery lo\Y \vagc.;;. 

l\lr. GLEDSON: I am prepared to show 
that they flre not \\orking ten or twelve­
hours a cJay, but they are \Y1rking the hours 
ncces6a1·y t.~ keep everyone emplo;,·ed. 

I'vir. ~{ORGA:-:r: For \vha.t \va.ges? 

lHr. GLEDSO::\: For higher \\'ages than 
they have en'r !'0ceived before or since the 
war. In the textile industry, in \Yhich Wd· 
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work forty-eight hours, they \Lrk fort.v;six 
as the InaxinHun. The num bcr of hours tnc.v 
\York i:::; sufficient to keep PYCJ'~' n1an aDd 
woman employed, and we ha \'G to reach that 
p,tage here. \Vc have to \York the nnm~or 
of hour~ required to gi VL' the production 
llCCf.'' :-try. \Yhcn we ~.YOd\: IllOl'C it Dlert.i1:;\ 

unt:'rnplo:vmcnt. Report::; frm~l ~~ernwny arc 
to the effect that official e.latB!Ics .-how that 
of 70.000,000 people, ouly 19.000 arc unem­
ployed. 

Mr. FnY: \VIwt is tlw dale' of the report? 

Mr. GLEDSON: It io about a fortnight 
ago. Those figure-.; ar·~ fr1ll1J tht' labour 
bureaus in Gonnany, and are lo\Ycr than e\'Cr 

btfoye in lwr history. 
l'\ow let us come to Australia. The cause 

of un~rnplo~·'l11Cllt in rny own district has 
]y'en the failnrG of the fri·•nds of hon. mem­
bers opposite to kec'p tl cir \Yorks going. 
Sorncthing ]ike four rninL\~ have closed do-..vn 
withiu the last three or four wr ks. 

1\lr. ~\IoRG\)l: Coal is too dear to em.ble 
them to keep going. 

1\1r. ULEDSO~,;: Coal lwrc is ch<'11p<'l' than 
it othrr parb~ of the~ '"-orlcl. ThP rnice rn 
Great Dritain is £1 7s. 6d. a ton; at Ip,.,ich 
it is 16s. 6d.: in ="eve Snnth \Yales it IS 

19s. 9d. : and in AmPr:ca. £2 5'. Vi c ho. Ye 
n1inc'-, theru -...ovhich have tlone no work since 
last Friday, aucl ,-ill do none till next Friday. 
'That \vill be a full \Vtck \Vithout. \York. The 
n1en arc thrown out of work, yet people F'lY 

that they should not receive assisbnec. Ho-., 
arc they to do without a:-.si:-'tanec ''"hen they 
have probably not been \YC·rking for tho 
last six months, or thci1· aYcrat;·(· has b0cn 
less than three days a wPok ·: ··would that 
kec,l them and their families? Then they 
are throYn1 out altoget\"'Pr, aud :l fter r~ week 
or two thev have to seek <:l "si~tancc fro!n the 
Gov0nuneri't. Yet thPv arc c~;nd•_rnned bY 
hou. rncrnber3 opposit0. . 

The leader of the "<ationalist part:· LlnnH·-1 
the Secretary for 1\Iinc, for eau inc; 'unem­
ployment by his action ill f'nnuectio:t -with 
the GuYCl'lHllCllt 111i11ing YC'Ll uc~. L0t u.; 

analvse that stat~n-..ent and ~C'(' '"hether thor("' 
is any truth in it at all. \Ylwn the >lnmp 
took place in the metal inchslr:-, Jlrcttv ·ye] I 

all the meta1 coJH ern~ \vcrc: undo· 
[2 p.n1.] the control of private ('l1t.f·rpri~.._, 

-::\fount l\Ihrg'nn. Clo!lcurry, 
Mount Elliot, and Duchess. Instead of show­
ing any consideration to the thcw~ands of men 
v. ho hav-e• honestly and faithfullc- worked for 
the purpose of providing dividu!lds £or those 
companies. the \Yorks "\Vere imn1cJiatel:~ 
closed dmYn and the me'l disrnis cd. Com­
pare that with the actio!' of the S-ccretar._.· 
for }Tines in rcg·ard to Chjlln,goo('. Lli'tead of 
dosing down th0 smPlter~ un~d thro\·Ying the 
men idle, the Minister kent the smelters 
going, and 3.000 to 4.0CO 'souls in :'\orth 
Queensland were able to prm·icle for tlwm­
selvcs instead of receiving GovcrnJncr1t rQEef, 
as \vas the e:ase on rr1anv other field~. In thr­
coalmining industry, "dircctlv the slump 
orcl1rrcd and ,·cs~c1 \Yere 11ot. (1kin~· the coaL 
the rnin0s "\VCI'f' clm.-,ed do'Yll aTJd the mf'n 
thrown idle. Hon. rncrub('rS op;x1S~tc h 1y0 

told us that it wa- becatBe tlli~ GoYernment 
\':ore in pO\ver t.lul.t no 111. w ,.,·orks could be 
started. T'he hon. Iliclnh_l' for Ea,,l To·"· 
"\ oon1ba t_aid that it is not the local aut-hori­
ties' plac'' to find wqrk-th" CoYermncnt 
should do it. Yet th0v tell u,; t.hcv would 
immediately close do· m" all State entcrpric~ 

Hon. J. (}. APPEL: Hctl', h<:><Lr! 

~fr. CLEDSO~: I-IoY\'" ~n.n hon. Jacn1bcrs 
rcconcilC' tboso two statPn1ents? J-1 o,,,. can 
the hem. member for Aibert sa:c >Yl' shonld 
dose down the State cnt<·qwiscs and t.hcn 
argue tha,t it is th~; dut, of till' Govcrnn1 nt 
to find \YOl'k for those HH'n? 1-low can the 
Government find other than g-oycrLnlcut<d 
-..vork? 

Hon. J. c. r"'.PPEL: l}·;,[l ]cgitirn ~tely th,"' 
nloncy which is -..vastcd in thr.:;;e eut ~rpri:5C.S. 

J\'{r. CLBDSO~: ~Phc hon. rnNnbPr fot• 
_.\]bt~rt do'~R not want State (\ntcrprj __ :p" h) be 
clos1~d down; he wants the HloEov to be uc:<'d 
in a l0g-ltirnatc way jn StJte. entcrpri~o 'i 
1.dlich wal not sho;v a. lo~ -·. 

1-Ion . .J. G .. .:\.PP?L: l ... ou 111~-Jilli-er-
pn~ting what I said. I :,aid. to u."e the 
1noncy t.hat is being \Ya.-.• ted in ct~l :1in 
L'nt crpri ses. 

J\fr. ULEDSO~T: \\""Jw11 t·~.c: ::-lnn1n occun'('d 
the' Heeretur,Y for Mines irnrncdiatc'.·l.Y ~-tartf'd 
to deYPlop liP'.·,· -..vorks in places --xht'rt c,thcJ' 
lH'ople did not go. I-Ie sank a l-L'l'tain anlonnt 
of money in Baralaba; and in the electorate 
of the lE cd('r of tho Opposition. I think 
something like £47,000 as thp ondrn·. Ron1 • 
of that nlOJIC'\ ''as recovcrc'd by th:, sale of 
the machincp·. I suppose £12.0-00 r. r £15 C'l1 
\\as spf'nt lri the clcetoratc- to r~crrtairr \;hat 
coal "\L\ ,, there. That rr1oncy h L'3 •ronf' lh ~·(_', 

1\Ir. Vowr.Es: \Ve knew ;,dor.-!Hwd in 
Dalby. 

)Jr. GLEDSON: The people die! not know 
anything of the sort. They do not even kno,v 
:Y?t what coal is there. Owing to the arnount 
-ot water the Governn1ont ·were unable to ascPr­
tain "·hat coal exi~ted. There ''as not suffi­
cient money available fully to develop the 
nnnc at. the tirnc, and probably in a fe\v 
yoaL", when coal :i.s required the1·P, tb: 1nine 
will be further developed. ;'\Toney v. :·s spent 
at Bar a lab a. to ascertain \Yhat coal existed 
there, and monev was spent at the Stvx 
RiYel' for tho .:;;<_{~e purpose. i\loncy \\:-'as 
spl'nt in pJac-c-, that \vcro Df'YC'l' invc'~tigatcd 
before. The Bowen coalfield was d, ''eloped 
and a rnilvrav construch~c1. Ilon. rnernbers 
opJ1o-,ite >:tY ihat the GovPTn111f'l!t have not 
done r:.n) thins to crcd t-o C't~lp]onnc~Lt. \Vf' 
kno,, that there arc thousand::J 1"0ore JllC1l 

crnp]oyf'd in Queensland tn~day than \Yere 
employed when tlw Liberal GoYcrllmC'Dt were 
jn pon·er. and still ho L tn' mL'--1 opposite 
say ·1t i~ onr duty to find work for thr unon1-
p]o_~o eel. I agree that it i.-:: oui~ ·dut.J to find 
work for thcrn, but it is al:' our duty to 
pl'cvont private c ntcrprise rxp!cit]ng- the 
\York-f>rs and then thro1v-ing- th01n Ul>Jn the 
cnaphpap. It ie our clnt.)·- to find work fm· 
Hw1u \Yhcn priva~c enterpris0 r; fu3c" to find 
it. 

11r. BEBDI~GTON: And g 't Yalun for the 
1noncy. too. 

:\fr. GLEDSO:\'". YL-.. ~\pmt from whRt 
the hon. g _nt]ernan say·-. I bcliev? tha.t the 
nwn working for the Goycrr11nent 111 Queens­
land arC' givjn!S value for thr mo11c-y. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member for 
Drayton did not snggt· t that thr:y were not. 

)ir. GLEDSQl\T: The hon. rnen1bcl": by 
innuendo, said they wore 1~ot. lion. 1nen1bers 
omlOsite never speak strmght ant. . 

1\fr. BEBBTNGTON: If a ~ootmaker 1:1 put 
on to 11wk~ n. watch, c;~n ne g1Yc YnJuc for 
the m-on0y? 

Mr. GLEDSOJ\': Can an:,· hoiL Lwmber 
say that the n1en en1ployed in the coahnines 

]}fr. Gleds-m.} 
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to-day l orking for the Gu' nnnont ·do uot 
give yalue for thn rno.r oy ~ l-lon. rncrnbcr,;;; 
opposite cudcaYour by inuuondo to a:-scrt 
tiutt the men do not give y:llue for the rnoncy. 

l\1r. BEBBINGTON: The men are not ~upplicd 
\\·ith up-to-date machinery. Thoy are ex­
pected to carry out U1t) \York with an old 
plough and scoop. GiYc the IJlOll a c'wnce. 

Mr. GLEDSON: If the hon. nwmber knew 
what he \Yas talking about, he would know 
that men do not fill coal with a plough and 
scoop. 

::.\1r. B[Bni~GTOX: I a!n tnlki11g about 
employ~ncnt generally. 

:\h. GLEDSOJ'\ : If the Lou. member who 
i-; .attempti11g to woo the f'k··lor.., of tht' 
Ro~ewoocl district tells the.n th:1t t.hcv .-,·ili 
huYo to giye up gctti11·~· coal ·with a r;lough 
and scoop, tlv·y \Yill y;;c;Edcr \vho is co~11ing 
along to talk to them. 

7-Ir. 13EBBIXGTO:"J: I \\ou]d tell them th~t 
the;' 8ltould not i r,, to :onll out a stump 
before cutting do,, n the tree. 

Mr. GLEDSOJ'\: Th8 ho:L member for 
EnDggera asks what is being done to a~~ist 
the returned 'oldi<>rs. \\'hen the men returned 
from the front. private employers said that 
they ,, ere unable to give them their j<h'. 
bark again. If they did give them work, it 
and whcc] this wagon." The 1,Ya.gon would 
perform. If a man returned from the front 
with a crippled arrn or le~{. praetica1l:v unable 
to 'vaU::, the cn1pJoycr '~ould say, "Go d::rwn 
and wheel this wag·gon." The waggon would 
contain from 10 cwt. to a. ton of coal, and 
v•:ould haYc to be ,;heeled un an incJinc of 
one in four or one in eig·ht. Because i-ht: man 
was unable to do that, the employer would 
say, " \V c have nDt got anything for you to 
do. You canEot do the ;;'Drk vou did before 
'dlll went to the front. and 'that ends our 
iiabilit.v. \Ye cannot do anything for you." 
That is the way thev tre -,tcd them. But 
what did the GoYerm}JCnt do? In rnv own 
district alDnc, durlng the first veru: that 
the;;c n1cn ,,~ere n~turnir:g. there VilC.re nearly 
100 l'L't"rned soldiers \Yho we1T unuble to 
"SOrk in thEir olJ on1plo:vment, anrl who had 
not preYionsl]-' been mnploycd by the Goyr ·n­
tnent. \vho w-er-e pnt i11 the \York:- hops in 
Ipswich tnd giYcn \Vork. In addition, CYcry 
returl~C'd ~n tn \Yho ha l prcYiou::l)-7 bc:en in 
the ;·-·ork~hops '.·.as given Yi.·ork. nnd the 
GDvcrrHJl,...nt did Ect F.:t _.· io him. " If you are 
not aiJ1e to stand thei·c a.nd u'sc the' pledge 
hanu11€'r on the ralL~. oe if you arc not able 
t0 sta:.:1d ·with tho harnn~er iri thr blad\:sn1ith's 
shop, \-~·c h~_vc nothing eho for :vou to do." 
If they wcro nnt ablo to do th{'ir o1d \Yorl::. 
the GoYernL.1cnt instructed the forcn1en to 
find work that the men were able to do. 
Private en1ploycrs have not done that. 

Son1e ,,neering ren1nrks hti.,7 e been. 1nade 
by hon. 1nornbers opposite in connection with 
what Gern1anv has done. The Gcnn~n Go­
vernment-which is pructicalh· a Lubmp· 
Go\·crn-rnc•nt~passed an A_f't ".Yhich lH'OYidcs 
thnt every cmplo~ er of In hour n1ust take a 
percentage of n1a.in1·ed and \vounJcd soldier"' 
into their employ aud proyidc for thcn1. 
'Vhat -y, ould the omp1oycr" here r1o if \Ye 

attcmptc•d to do that? If the Federal Go­
vf'rnnlPnt. who haYe control o£ the e n1ati"ers. 
attc·n1ptcd to do that, the C'mvloyC'r::> wonld 
be up in arrn'" <1nd vvould clo:::e the-ir works. 
as they are doing all oyer Australia to-day. 

[ .Lllr. Glcdson. 

I find that the "Labour Call," which was 
published on Thursday, 31st Angust, con­
tains the follmving:-

" CAN S"Ccu Tnrxas BE rx Sc:"'NY 
AusTRALIA. 

" 20,000 D,oo,titute in J'\ewcustle. 

" l_,..nemplo,yn1cnt Rife in every State. 

'' _-'\.nd still the In11Tii£,Tants corne." 

:\Ir. B:·.BBJl\"GTOX: A commnnietic paper. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I do not kno if the hon. 
n1emb0r knows what conununisnl rneans, but, 
if he does not, I \Yould adYiso hiL to ascer­
tain wh 1t it doe~ rn£an, bcc·Iuse the hon. 
rnembcr represents .a comtnuni~tic con11nunity 
at the IJresent tin1c. The Farmer~' L nion 
an cl the PrinJarv Producers' 1_,~ nion arc the 
grcrrh'·-~ c•r~unu{l1"ts we ltavt' tc-da.'·. 

::\Ir. BEBHIXGT0:'-1: \Ye arc co-operetionist; 
-a different thing altogether. 

At 2.13 p.m., 
~1r. Dl~~sT.\X (rJ-ymph). mv~ of tho panel 

of Ternporary Chainncn, l'clicvPd th,~ Chair­
man in the chair. 

::\Ir. GLEDSON: The qnohtion roads-

" }.Ir. B. Deran1or~'-Denycr, ~pecial 
comn1is;.-;ionGr f.or the 'Rnnday Tin1es,) 
wriks thus to his paper from ?\ewcastle-

This is a city of destitution, of 
poverty and suff8ring; a city of d0~o­
lati0n and agony. It knows to-da~· 
children blue with cold and emaciated 
fron1 lack of food; it. know homo.;; 
donnrled of furniture sold to bu:c food; 
it knows hundrcds-0'C', thousands­
who huddle in bag-s, in rags. in olcl 
newspapers, in the pitiful effort to 
keep themselves from pneumoma ancl 
d<:'ctth. 

It know'' all this. lives all this, and 
mnst endure, all bPcause the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Companv, Limit{'d, 
shut down its plant nearly thre,, months 
ago, and delibcratPlv threw out of y-orlc 
something like 6,000 men. . 

Bccaw;:.e earh worker \vas c:upporbng 
an average of three p0rsons, it Jneans 
that the shut-do\Yn of the higgc.il steel 
plant in Australasia has sont dose to 
2Q.OOO on to the Government bread 
line. 

...:\nJ. that is the ntLlh_:r of humans 
in :\'ewe 1stle "·ha have been forced on 
to the Go,~crn:mcnt bread line, declarn 
citv ofiicials. If it ''"ere not for Go~ 
Yei'nnlcnt a.id, thP~v would haYc starved 
to death week::; ago. 
'' Thn.t j·.; a nice pidnre of i\H:Jralio. 

In the t'Yentieth century, a young. empty 
land. That is son1cthing for the ":ar 
fanatics to cogitate over. I--Icrc is a city 
in a state of d~".,titution. and \Ye vrere 
continna!lv told by ' patriots' that An~­
tralians \n'rf' fighting to r11a,J~o th1s 
countrv a land fit for hcrccc to JJVC in." 

Listen to ·"·hat the mayor of Newcastle has 
t~l sav tlll the subj0ot :-

."I ,,.i,h to God thn t tlH' steel works 
neyer had been located in Xcwcastle. It 
lured thous:lnds here, g- Ye them work, 
and nov1, in its s,hut-v:Tork. ~ar,\ fo1:?.cd 
the legion of workers and thmr familieS 
into suffering and woe ~'>uoh as . N c;v­
castle never has kno\m before m Its 
experience. 
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"But this is onlv one city in the 
Conunornv~alth whDro une~u}lloyment, 
1nisery, and starvation exist. From 
Brisbane to Perth we hear the san1e cry, 
~nd there are more unernplo~}ed in Tas­
nlania than was OVO"' k11own before. 
;,Ien arc starYin2" in l-Iobart and Laun­
ceston. :\1r. M. Page· sa.id at a meeting 
of unemployed recently, that the strug­
gle to-day was worse than tho fight 
against t.he I-I un. 

"Unemployment stalks through the 
land, shcndng in grim reality the farci­
c:dity of our present systc:n1, 'vhen one 
se c:e of the road people roll in riches and 
luxury, and on the other men. Yvomen, 
and children are absolute!]- starving. It 
is a. nic0 pic~urc. to put on the film, and 
sho\v intending jn1n1jgrants fron1 the old 
country, \vho aro tlH_·rnsol,Tes on the verge 
of starvat:on, broug.\t about b•.· greed 
and credulih of capitalism. All this 
n1iscry, cupidity, a11d starvation is the 
diru,t• result of tho system under which 

live to-day." 
That Bll.:!1S up the po2ition. rrhat extract 
shm"' the failure' of priYate enterprise and 
the cupidity and greed of the capitalist, 
'' ho makco big nrofits, and vdw, if the profits 
arc not forthcOming, thro\Vs the workmen 
on the ·Tcraphe-'.p. \YhJ.t dJ the_v l arc 
whether the Tvon1en and " kiddies'' are 
sbuving in the cold. or ·,vhcther they are 
taken to the cemetery or not? All they 
have to do is to put an advertisement in the 
paper. and they can get thou;_a.nds of men 
to flock to them ovNy week. The ea pitalis­
tic system is built on unemployment; the 
cr,pitalists ''ill see to it that they keep the 
unemployed there. They throw the rospon­
sibilitv on the Governn1ent and ask them 
to keep the ur:crnploycci. Thoy say that the 
Government should keen them by supplying 
rhetn 1vith relief, so that. \Yhcn they want 
thorn. rrll they have to do is to advertise 
fo,· them and the.'· will get them. That is 
the position iu Newcrcstle. Hobart. and other 
p~ncr~. Although 'ye are discussing a vote 
uf £52,000 for outdoor relief, I am sure that 
eYery member of the Labour party would 
noc mind if the amount was £500,0~0 so long 
:,_ ~ it reli0vccl distress and kept \von1en and 
" kid(~ies " from starving ;..Jot one penny of 
the vot•.' ·rill be bogrudgnd by the Labour 
party if it is for the purpose of relieving 
~0nni11c clistre;;:f, no n1atter ho1v rnuch it 
n1ay b·-' irrcrcased. 

Thne is a personal matter I wish to bring 
up, to show that this Government is not 
Hw only Government in the world which 
gi I'<'S unemployment relief. The day before 
vr"3.b~rdav a n1an c,·tme to me in the lobhv 
of the .Homo. and said he was told to 
come to 1110. I-Ie wa.s a 1nincr ftom the old 
r\Juntry. I--Ie said, "l corr10 frorn Lanca 
::hire, ~vhero I trarnned about for v;eeks and 
months and. could ~not get a job. T _\vas 
forcod to come out here, and I ''ant to 
kno·w if you can get 1ne "\Vork." I said, 
"VYhcre have "', ou last con10 from?" He 
said. " From New South IY ales. I could 
not get nn;·thing there, and I ca.mo up 
herC'." This n1orning another man came 
to mP und said he had just landed from 
the old country. He >vas starving there, 
and hacl nothing to clo, and he came out 
here, and he is looking for \York. These 
man are brought out b:· Victoria and New 
South \Va.!cs. There is nothing but stan·a­
tion there for thorn. and thov come to 
Queensland because they know· there is a 

, mpat.hetic Government here who will nut 
allo\v anyone to starve, no matt.;r wh~re 
h•c comes from. The Government are gomg 
to do their bc.t to provide these men with 
work, and, if they cannot find them ;vo:k 
them~cl \ es, they are go1ng to ass1 st prrv a~..e 
enterprise to establish ,, orks for that pur­
po,<'. They have spent thunsands of pounds 
in !wiping the Chillacgou Company to keep 
t11o mine going, and to establl"h works for 
, .,king purposes. The Government not .only 
1Jl'OVide work themselves, but help I~rivate 
;. nterpriso to find work for the relief of 
distress in the State. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR~E~ (H'• ncick): 1\~e haYe 
1isF'ncd to rernar~.;:_s fron1 the other s1de ot 
an f'xtr~~nl8lY .extravagant char:1.ct_er, .t? th~ 
effect that hon. rneruber::- on i.lns HUe ot 
t}1C Cha1nber aro enbrcl:..r adverso and 
;~~tur:sonisiic to helping people whu are ?ut 
of -'.ork and who arc really m J>•cd of r.ehcf. 
l clain1 that men1bers on this t::id< haxe st;.o-.dl 
a o·onorositv that may possibly be non­
cxi-~t~r!t cxc·~pt in lip langua:::;e on the oppo-
ite side of the House. 

Th..! SECRLl'ARY I VR l\j_r;;E'·, : rrhcre is not 
i!lueh evidence of it. 

l\lr. G. P. BAR~ES: E"'ny d"y lllmoA 
whe-re then; are genuine c~~ ·" ~, tho•:.c ca:H~s 
rPC<"in~ generous tre:; tnH'nt, no matter 

het her it is the prE'"~llt Covc~r_nnf'nt ~~ l~o 
arc in offi-ce or any other Uo-;,·e-rnnlent. Y~ o 
kno\V that \vherc there are ccsc.c;; of g~~l1Ull1C 
ncccssitv those ·who are as:;:DCicltPd With us 
in 1he ·T'Jational government of the countr_y 
are"' readv to sr·: that relief is gi' ·-'~· It ~s 
<~n un\vOrthy charge to . rna.ke. aga n1st t~us 
sidt~ or agaln,:,t the capltah~tlc corn.rnu~:d.:.~ 
gcncrJ.llv. I for one fL·cl :-.tronfSlY In that 
~Hrectiorl. but at the ~ame time I think that 
vou can io too far. ....4.. grc'at Ch~1 1 of 1noncy 
has bo n expended, but men w~uk) have 
been far happier and truf2r t:ltiZ~"DS If,_ 1nstead 
of baYing doled out to thert. certa1n ;:1mF> 
of nwney, they had \York gP,"Cll tu bH'PJ. 
::"!o one can accuse the GoYermncnt of the aay 
of being responsible for a_ll the unemploy­
ment that exists. As the lwn. member for 
Qu0entorr said, no such charge can be made 
against this Governrr:cnt or any other 
Goverl!ment, but a m1ghty charge can . be 
tnade against this GoYClT ·ncnt of bctng 
directly responsible foJ_" a gre!'t deal of the 
uncn1ploy1ncnt that exists t?-aay 1n Quecn-3-
land. I do not see thot tney Rhould have 
to put up with the unemployed who com,· 
from other States, but v c kno·:- they are 
invited to come from the other States as a 
rc~ult of the generosity of the Govcrnm_ent. 
It is un-,vlso to invito p0oplc hC'r<J under such 
circnmst~nc, .3, but it is due to the stupid 
administration of the GoYcrnment. 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\,·~Il':T'' : \';bo is making 
charges now? 

Mr. G. P. 13.\RI\IES: One of the mcswr<'' 
t~ -,t has to receive the early consideration 
c,f this Honse is the 'Irann?avs Dill. How 
lono- have the Govern1ncnt been tinkcrinr; 
v.-ith that m~tter? They have been tinker­
ing »·ith it and they hwc been disturbing 
things. otherwise a groat ch,al of work would 
hav~~ been given to !ncn in DH!kin'! .extf'1}-
ions in evorv direction. This ritv hac; been 

kC?Pt back as a result of the~ dnkcring 
dillinistration of the GoYfTnn1ent and of 

the way they have been dealing with J he 
Tramways Company. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR~rAc--;: I hop,• 
the hon. member will confine his remarks 
to the qw·,tion before the Committee. 

Mr. G. P. Barnr.s.] 
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Mr. G. P. BAR:'-JES: I am dealing "·ith 
uncrnplo;rment. The ~Iini~h'r asked nw tc! 
give an in' tance wlv,.re unc1nploymont conld 
be d_paJt ,,-ith, and I am giying hirn <1~1 
instanc0. I atn giving hi1n ono of the causes 
of unemplo:·ment, aud I could g·ive an:· 
number of thern. Thnt is one of the cP.u·~J:''i 
of unemployment to-da::. I mentioned ihc 
ext?nsions of the tramr. a:·s as a n1eans 
whereby 1:1 o conlcl give <'rnp]oylnoni to labour 
liccau~c ext<·n~ions "\YOtdO bn 1nade in Pvery 
conceivable direction and n1en v.-ould be 
employed. 

The TF.MPOH \RY CII.HRJ'vL\:'-J: It i< 
not in ord0r to deal ·with the tramway cxh'n­
sions on this Yote. 

Mr. G. P. DAR:\F.B: T am 1'kaling with 
the question before the Howe. 

The TEl\1POHARY CHAIRJ\1Al\: The 
hon. memlwr is dealing ,, ith the DridJ ·ne 
Tramways Bill. 

Mr. G. P. BARi\'ES: EYer.v member of 
this Co1nn1ittee \Yho has spoken has be0n 
allowed latitude in doctling; •,,·ith this maltor. 
J was aPked bv the I\:Iinis(-,pr "\\'her~-! tht.~ 
Government are 'to be blamed for the unem­
ployment that exists to-rla•-, and I un 
gh-ing an illustration. Those cxtcn~ions 
would be going on to-day bnt for the Govcrn­
n1cnt, and cmp]oylncnt would bC' gi,~en to a 
large number of rnen, anci, c-;.s a rf'cult, unem­
plo;·ment would be infinite!.·,· k'' than ii is 
to-day. In aUdition to th:1t, the ,IYhn]c of 
the Government policy has hnd an df· re on 
unemplo_pnc11t. There is gnin;; to ri·· ~ np 
in this land an arrny of yonn;.· life th tJ '·ill 
condr-n111 this Govcrnin,'ni rrnJ eve-r': lik0 
GoYernn1cnt. · 

:\Ir. PEASE: Th2y arc bein,;· rom·ertr "! to it 
every day. 

l'vh·. G. P. BARNES: OthCI's ar,, !wing 
converted in another dirr:c1;on. Thcrf' is an 
arn1>· of n1C~n to-day 1vho nn' sin1nly -.;';orl;:C'rs 
instrud of rnen with tr;Hh"i i-o ftill' bHck on. 
d1w entire! to th(' wa.v in ~.'. I1ich th0 Go\-crn­
nlcnt haYC inculc:_tvrl their doetrin(~:;; 
amonc~ t the pcoplC'. Othcr11 :.-,'. Young- n1en 
,,-ould have been cnga~rrd appr:.=--,~tir~~s. Tn 
alrno;;;t every \ntlk of lif0 ,..,-c, aro nllo1vcd to 
employ only one junior to three adults, and 
the rc,ult is that there is a dearth of trade'­
Incn i11 n1a.ny dirf'ctions. because men have not 
been trained. T'hat, i:.: the {_ 'l.rsc of th::o honr. 
Hon. members opposite will not studv the 
IFople in the con1n1unit,_· 'Yho wonld opCn up 
avenues for the ab ·Orption of the•,, yonn~ 
Til('lJ. 

Mr. FoRDE: That is a matter for th · Arbi­
tration Court. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Who is at the back 
of the Arbitration Court? Hon. nwmbcrs 
opposite. know right well that tho unions, 
Yr!th thmr propaganda, have n1ade claims on 
the court and have thereby largely brought 
nbout the resrllt I am quoting. I made 
mqmncs the other day rersardin~· tho slow 
progres,~ of some vvork in nry own tO\YD and 
I was told that tradesmen for tho job ~ould 
not ho secured. \Ve ha vo not boon breeding 
the1n, because the unions, which ar(' at the 
hack of the Government, hav'o prc·.-ented 
young mPn from being educated in Yrrrious 
trades. The result is that, inctead of having 
carpenters and stonemason.; rmcl bricklayers­
instead of having men with some trade at 
their fin~ers' ends-we have simply working 
m n. (Government disc,ont.) This Govern-

[il1r. G. P. Barncs. 

m0nt, nnd like GovernrncntB, arc dircctlv 
rc,.pon·- 'b~o for a great deal of uncrnploy'~ 
rn0nL ·yve would have had \Yorks g-oing on 
in neuly all dir. et ions had there been a 
dcgre- of confidt'nce vvhich do0s not, exist 
to-day. The pcopl0 \vill rife up and eond< mn 
this G_010rmnent. Thc,v are doing it to-day, 
and, If the Government had the c:mrag· ', 
thcv would go to their masters, the people, 
and ask them what thev think of iL I am far 
fron1 thinking tl1at tl--ir unprnplo~, Pd an) all 
undeserving men. I kno\v too nntch <J hont 
thom. liovv rnany re all~., d_.- "-'Cr\·ing llll'D co!nc 
to us and ask for work <Jlld we t annat lwlp 
them, b;_rau·""" pretty 1rC'Jl C'Yf~l·)-~ cnV:::rrn·l;-· 
has been thwa.rt0cl mlrl throttled, so ihat rnc1 
r!rf' nnn.hle to pnt th0ir hnarts into ]!-,as they 
would if t!wv had freedom of thoupht and 
a.ction! I nOtic0 h~v to-da.v':- raper that th:' 
huge surn cstin1atcd by onC' rr1nn as th(' \Va~Jc 
in our State enterprises amounts to £7,000,000. 
If that surn had bPen nut in1·o anoth r avenue 
'\vhich ~~·ould have rrl:~dc for £>mploynlent, 
ho\v diff{'rcnt the rc·,ult. ould h:~YC bc~n! 
The capital which ha, been taken from the 
people b,· means of taxation ·, ould ha',? been 
cxpondc·d in cntf'rprisc had it rcn1nin._·d 1vith 
tho o people. Th0 rrv·n who pos~r-;:;s capital 

do not put it, into gla ~·s ca~e~: 
[2.30 p.m.] they utilise it in ev r" Tlw 

utilisation of that hav-e 
n1t:ant cmployn1cnt of a larg0 arn1y of n1en. 
I 1.ould not care to c:1rr~,. the responsibility 
,,~hich att.adws to the G c \"('I'lllnc-nt lH::~ausP 
of thc 0xi~ting nnonip1oynl'.'HL Tho hon. 
nlcrnh,'r for Ips·wich jtr r. now dilated upon 
tho 0xpenditure incurred in tlF~ opening up 
cf C'lillmincs: h0 iust.ifi£'d tho \Yast(' that ha::< 
takr'n place in ih;t dirPction. 

Th · SrccnETlRY FOR :\Irxr, ,, : I deny that 
there bas been nnv waste. :Every co.:tln1ine 
v. e arP ~,,-or king· sho\vs a profit to-day, and ,ye 
are P('lling coal at a rhca.per rate than an7 
other colliery proprietor in tho world. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Tho Gonl'llmr nt are 
developing n1inc·s and th0~' C'LJJnot find a 
m rkct for the coal. 

r_rho SECRET.\RY FOR }fiXES : \Ye an• not 
going to take all your rnisrepresen:L1tion 
lying down. 

~/Lr. G. P. BARNES: The Government 
han' to justify their c>xist-ncC' as conduct_ors 
of enterprise befo!·e they rnn no·e as ~ 9tg:h 
anthorii:v in the \lilY in which tho Mm1ster 
is doing.novv. That .kind of bluff is nCJt going 
to hke it h the country. It is andacity to 
say thrw are not going to tak{~ lying dovYn th~ 
cl;arg'('~ n1ad2 ngainc-.~. th~'Hl in :r~~gard to thch· 
1nal.·dn1inistration. \VhilP they ma:.~ h:'i·c 
given en1ployn1cnt for the tin1c bc:nv, the 
reaf'tlon has con1c. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR l\1IKES: You stated that 

\1-,) had waf'lted money in co:-thnineo;;;; and thE. 
Stat' coa.ln1incs arc wol'king at a profit. 

"fr. G. P. BARNES: What abouc Warra? 
Did the Government not expend £48,000 on 
that n1ine? B~,' their n1isrnan.a );cn1ent of the 
flnanc, ..; the GOvernment hc~vc brought about 
such a condition that they haYP- to pay a 
higher rate of jntc1:est for the• n1m;cv they 
borrow than othonnse would haYe men the 
case. Ono thing which "-ill bring about 
Plnploymcnt. is the cheapening of money. 
Let money bocorn·o eh ea per, and we shall see 
a great deal of it being expended in varJ?us 
directions. The years of grL,atcst ft{_hvity, 
deYclopment, and snrcf' ,.,. \'er; tho;::(~ "'i\hen 
mon0v ""\Vas c"~--,t,a1nab1e at an interest rate of 
5 per 'cent. The issuing of GoYernmcnt bonds 
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15 1nadc lnOiley dear. when othl~rvvlse it 
\l<mld have been exceedingly cheaper. 
. (The bell indinted that the hon. member's 

!:ue had expire-d.) 

:Ylr. RIORDAI\ (!Juri c): I think I have 
a fnv mlllutcs left of my time. The bon. 
1:101nbcr for \V~n·,vick clai1ns to have great 
. mpathy for the unemplo•·ed and for the 

'.Yorlring rla~'. lie says th~t the capitalist'] 
\\ ho ha'· e 111oncy to in n•:-;t do .not vYant to 
1mt it into gla .s ca•2s. \\'e all rea!i&o that 
they do not put it into glass cases unlf~ss thcs 
tJl'e 11l'Ctty sur0 of getting a gootl return frorl'1 
thosP C:).':C's. Take the hon. mcn1bcr's own 
.firrn. 

The TE:\IPORARY CHAlR:YIA?\: Order! 
r:y a perusal of th • records I find that the 
:,Jn. nlc1nb0r ha:-; a1rcadv occupied his full 
J ime. (Laughter.) · 

:Vir. PAYXE (Mitclul/): It is difficult to 
nnrlcrst end the logic of ml'mbers of the 
Oppositiuu on this particular qnPstion. Son1o 
ot them have told the Government they 
>JPnt too much mono/ in giving doles to the 
workc'rs; others sav that when the unem­
plo;Tcd do gCt \Vorl{, they' arC' so weak that 
tur -_omo we"ks thov are unable to do a fair 
day's work. If, 0;1 the ratio11s which tbe 
Govcrnn1cnt find tlu'nl tlL'- arc so ¥teak it 
1 0vidt-nt to an·,,· rnan' of cCn11n1on 8Cl1S(~ that 
tlH~y are not getting sufficient to eat. 

At 2.35 p.m., 
The Chairman resumed the chair. 

:VIr. P AYXE: The hon. membPr for \Yar­
·wick, \Vith crocodile tear'' \vent so far as to 
sac· that his heart bled wl~en me-mbers of the 
nnemployed came to him and he could not 
1iHd _thmn employrnent. I charge the hon. 
:ucrnber for \',,_ ~-nwick n,nd the party to which 
,,., b •l?ngs with beiug wholly and solely 
;·psponsiblc for any rr1an bclng uncinplcyccl 
m the State. (Opposition di'·--ent.) If the 
.': atiDnalist party had not intC'derc-cl with the 
t~ovcrnn1cnt policy by ,ending a de1Pgation 
to London to prcYent th • Governt11ent getting 
the lllOlleV that it ':Vas arrang-ed ;,,-,"ith th~, 
~Labour p~ rty they should get~ there would 
not have b~ ~n one unernployed n1an in Queens­
lam!. The ="ationalist partv sav thev had 
l. Jthing- to do with it. Yet t'hP Jcad0r of the 
party said that if there had hH'll no legisla­
! ~on th0r0 y, c:uld ha Ye been .. o dC'1C':.2.'ation. 
What do s that mean? 

?.Ir. l\IAXWELL: Rcpndia:ion. 

:\Ir. PAY::\TE: I want the lcacler of the 
Opposition to take special notice of t.hic: If 
it VV('re po:::siblc to allo\v 110 man to vote 
<'xcept the man whd is settled on the land 
in the grazing industry in the MitchC'll 
('l~>ctorate, I \Yvuld bo \Yilling to r:ub1nit Iuy­
··Plf for election to thoso people. and I claim 
that I would win with a majority of two 
to one. (Opposition laughter.) 

1\Ir. VmvLES: You will not get a walk­
-oYer the next ti1nc. 

:Yir. P A YKE : I know "·hat I am saying. 
Three-fourths of the grazing· sc'lectors never 
hod any objection to what is ca1led the 
'· Repudiation Act" ; it was only th -. great 
l1ig fellow who objC'cted. The legitimate 
settler says that we did the right thing. These 
men who are always howling abDut our 
legislation are at the back of the great big 
financial companies. ..A .. nvon:.' \vlth an ounce 
of common sense must renliso that thev are 
l)arking up the great big financial conCerns, 
nnd not the legitimate settler on the land. 

(The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired.) 

HoC>r. ,J. G. APT'EL (AII1, r!): I do not 
think that anv member of this Committee 
objects to relief being given in genuine cases. 
1_'his hfls n,lways been the policy of every 
_\chninistratlon \Yhich has adn1inistcrcd the 

of the State. ::\ly e''J>crionce has 
av.s been that hon. nwmb0~·s on both side.J 

,;re ·,g-rcc-J that relief should Le gin>n iu 
~.('llllirw ( 'lses. I do not t.hink that hon. mmn­
lJer;:; on this side haYc rai~cd any objection to 

1r-h relief being afforded to the suffering 
Jnt InhPrs of the comn1unity. In di,,cn~ 0 ing thiE-> 
1uattcr ~have sought to arrive at a rev..;ou 
for th c unenJPloYl1lO!lt which exists to-day. 
It is the cuctCnn~ of hon. n1embcr;:; opposite 
immt)diatcl.~,· to raise that parrot cry, "You 
want low war:.·Ps.'' I have never caYilled at 
the rate of -\yagC's, 1..vhatcvcr the:, were. I 
am of the opinion that the emplo:iers of 
labour, who arc certainly sitting. on this side 
of the House, h1we never cavilled at the 
rate of \Yage·' that the Arbitration CDurt has 
laid down. 

]Jr. HARTLEY: They arc a.lwa;-s ca.yilling. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have hcard that. 
'.Yhen any hun. nicinbers oppu:3ito haye had 
anv work to be done for themseln,. theY 
hai·o invariably objected to the rate;; o"f 
wages demanckd and which they haye had to 
pay. I think it is a c~se of the cuttle-fish 
trying to becloud the issue. 

i\Ir. llARTLEY: ~\bout £10.000 a Year is 
SJll'llt by the employers to fight arb;tration 
CUSf'..;, 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL: I am not a large 
employer of labour, but I employ SJme 
labour, and I ha Ye nevc r objectee! to tho 
rates of ·wages to be paid, and I have 
,., ,•eived full Yaluc for such wagc-o. This is 
not a question of what the Arbitration Court 
~nys rnust be the ''~'age..;;, but it js a question 
of the cause of the unc1nplo,-n1cnt that exists. 
If ~Tou tap the source of a strean1, as thi:3 
Adrninistration have tapped the source of 
supplies. then it naturalh follmvs that thero 
cannot be that expansioi-t in our industrie:3 
and general development which affords 
emplovmcnt. If vou take awav the abilitv 
of those in the habit of employing labou~· 
and thus preyent their spending cu pi tal on 
SL!Ch employment. 2 ou will have unernploy­
nlcnt. EYerv member of the comrnunitv "\Yho 
looks at thG matter in a dispassionatE; wa.H 
n:u~t rPalise that 1uany lH'r\OllS \vbo \VCTl~ in 
the habit of fm·nishing the means of cmplDY­
nh:nt are no\v unable to do so, antl persons 
\Yho \Yorr· ~tble to fwd cmploym<'nt hitherto 
nn now unable to do so. Take the question 
or building housP·· for letting purposes in onr 
large centre', of population. TD-day it is 
not a payable proposition. I think it is 
adrnHtnd that where a certain urnount of 
capital is expended it should yield a sufficient 
rC'turn on the invc ,tment. The State should 
a!:;:o rereivc a ccrt~ in return for the ea pi tal 
which it inyests. The amount to be rctu1'ned 
cc-uld be limited bv law. I do not believe 
tl1at excessive rctui'ns ;;hould he permitted. 
To-day, owing to the excessive cost Df tim­
ber, It is impoesiblc to erect thoc small 
dwellings which hitherto were erected in Dur 
large centre.; of population at such a cost as 
would furnish just returns for the capital 
so invested. 'What is thP cause of the 
increase in the price of timber? Everv mem· 
her Df the community knows that the increase 
is due to the action of the Goyernment in 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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ch~:rging ·what is called a " stumpagc '' on 
timber. ThP GovcrnrrH'l1 1_, are the largest 
~:nvner.s. of tirnbcr, in (Jueen:JanJ, auL; by 
E1crenmng the ' stu!npag•.J thf'y nayo 
incrcaspfl the rost of tin1bcL·, ,._ncl I!O\V it : 
impo•"iblc pi·olitably to erect home,;, and 
men who vvC're previously ernployed iu con­
nef'ticn ;,vith ::;uch work throughout the StaL: 
are no\v out of work. I charge tho Govern­
ment with being directly responsible for the 
increase in the cost of timb2r, \\'hi eh has 
caused the cessation of inYcstn1ont of the 
largn an1ount of n1oncy v,,hich \VaB prcviousl:,­
inYested in the construction of dwellings and 
'.·.·hich enabled tradesmen to obtain employ­
rnent. \Ve cannot 8hut our eyes to the cau~c 
of unorriployrncnt, nor c:an ,,:c shut out eyes 
to the effect. 

The SErRET:\.RY roR ~lil\ES: V{ o 'xiJl repl~, 
to that ''hen we discuss the E \imates o£ 
the Department of Public Lands. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The di,cus"ion on 
this Estimate has been generally as to the 
'.mse of unemployment. It has boon stated 
that buildirats are being con.,tructed in Bri;)­
Lane. \Vho ~are constructing thcrr1 '? The big 
corupanies. _\re the s:maller retailer'~ cou­
'tructing ne'v business prcrnisr.;? 

GovER~-ISIFXT ::\1K\IBER."3: Yes. 

Hox. J. G _.APPEL: They arc not. 
llnndrcds ha\ e been ~i1ut c.. ut b.:- :ausn the 
S1 ate has gone ~n for trading. C:Onse~ 
qucntly a large number of 1nen \vho y_:ere 
employed by these su1.dl traders have been 
thrown Ullon the unemployed market. Did 
not l1on. Inc1nbers oppo~itc when they were 
in opposition urge up0n the people that 
und;-1· the Govcr1uncnt then iu power a con­
niderahlc 11umber of n1cn \YOre unernployed, 
aud that, if there \Va._, only one n1or:nber 
of the ( ('l11i11nnit~ lH~L'rnplo.ycd, that was 
cYidencc of faulty financial adrninistration ·; 
And did th0y not 11rge the p'--o'.Jlc to r-::1-urn 
thcn1 iu a rnajorjty '? It ~s uself'·s to r.uy 
that the whole of thC' un01nployrnent has 
been caused bv the 1Yar. 'V c all h:now that 
during the ''~ar thcr0 ,,·as a phe-no·nena l 
amount of ernploymcnt proyid"d, and that 
'':as caused because of thr quantity of 
nut.t0rial rer1uircd by Great Britain and her 
alli'"< DuriYJg that ti1nc the pr0scnt Govern~ 
rnent were F;:Jpping those \Yho were c;:igaged 
in pri \·ate industries. They \Ye re ta~·,ing 
away cJpital which Rhouicl haYc bcP:J and 
,. ould hoYe bcPn lPg-itirn.ltPlY C'lplovcd in 
th0 cxpn,r;sion of our ditf~'rent indu.~tl'ic and 
to-day the resuh i~ unt1nplo~.·1 H nt. You can­
not c•xpc:-ot anything cl~0. 

Tho SEcRETARY FOR PPBLIC' IxsrRrr TIOX : 
Ic: the position not the ~·:1n1c in Kc-·,\· 3outh 
\Yaics and ('lsewhcrc? 

IIox. J. G. _._-\PPICL: ()£ cour_c it is. nndcr 
a Labour Adrninistration. Th0 Labour 
... ~dministration of ~e1.v South 'Valr>s; wa~ 
,., -,rJOnsible for the po<ition there, but the 
0lect.urs of New South \Yale~ O" ],-r I':UffC'red 
for a little over t";o Vf arF. ·,dl('r(·a.'s we have 
Sllfferrd for over sc\~cn year~, and consc­
qucntl.v our t-Jnclition 1..- con~idern bly worvc 
than the condition of ?\o'.'/ SJuth \,\''ales. It 
l~Of'S not n1atter where vou bayc n. Labour 
A(hninistration. You fiD.d the v rnake an 
nnholv muddle o(the fi1auco-,. \Ve find that 
thc.;;e. gentlemen, who profr-~s to know so 
much about financd-I admit that th~v l't.-Cre 

Ycry excellent cr;tics when they sat in oppo­
f<ition-no ··ooncr get pnf!~e::,;:;ion of the 
'rreac.nry bene he"! than fault v adn1inistration 
commences. You have only. to look at the 

!Ban J. G. Appel. 

finflnein 1 condition of the SL" tC'. at the 
financial condition uf the ron1n1nnity gene­
ral!\, as eYiclenccd b·.; th: arnouut of un{'tll­

r,Joj·InC'ut existing to.~day, for J.Hoo£ of that 
statcmcd. \Yhy, !he whole hcen~ lH.s bc·11 
taken ont of the con1IYlUility. All the GoYern­
n::.ent haYe done has bet to Lujld up large 
monopoli6tic concerns; all tho big tradjng 
concerns arc jnrrcasing thoir prernisc~ at 
the cxpcns9 of the sn1a1lcr 1non, whmn the 
GoYcrnrncnt haYc clo:-2d up by their achninis­
tration and Lv their f!XCC ":>iYo taxation. It is­
u,.Plc',J to ..::c< that the v, ~1' ha::; brought 
abont tho Jn·esf'nt. -condition. \Yi.• know that 
the smaller trading conl'crns ha Ye had to close 
c;:nv-n .-.s n r. __ sult of tho nda.in~ -tration of the 
presm.1t Gov--ernment. That applies v;hr·r­
C'YOr you go throughc,ut the length and 
breadth of the State. 

Reference has been made to the State 
111ining entcq1riseF. It has been urged, .and 
I quite a.rrre" with \Vhat has br_,cn said, that., 
}nd the State not cntc1·ed into tlH·, t~ enter­
prise~, v.rhich have resulted in a terrible: loss 
t.o the State, a larQ,·c arnount of J1lf ·~l'Y "., onld 
have bc,_·n tYail~blc for the pul'iJo~~ of 
f'arr.ving oU 1 lcgitin1a.tc v orks which vvould 
h ··ye afforded a lar~r~ an---:ount of Prr1ployn1C'Tit. 
to those '' ho to-day arc nnablo to find 
employment. · 

The SEc;:n:TARY FOR ~11XE~~.: J)o you ~TV we 
,.~1ould not ha Ye kept Chillagoe goin'Y? · 

Ho:-.r. J. G. Al'PEL: Tho .Adm.inistration 
o" ·which I was a Inctnbcr v.·oulJ not touch 
Chil!agoe. 0YCT ,. nd OYl'r ag<1in \YC' were" 
urged to arquirc that propos-:tion, anJ v.'C'­
t~l"!rl}0(1 it. r('_mlutcly dovn1, and rn~ rca:.on 
foT oppc, ing- the prop::->sltion wrts t hl-,;: I 
1id that tlu Labour p·1rt,. \'lonJd hn.ye 

jn ,t rausc to criticise u~ if \YC' acquired a 
-concern _whid1 had proy{ tl an i· bsolutel~v 
u.np able vro~~osition. ~But no did 
thP pn:-;ent ... ~rln1ini·,-.tratlon oht powr:t· 
tl:an that which we hold wa' an absolutely 
utqJroflt1ble prOtlosjtlon thc St .1-c was 
acqu1n d. \Vhat has 1--cc'n result? It has 
not b,_cn a pa~ tbL) proposition, nor "~·ill it 
eyer he a p:·yable pwr- c,:i(ion, and the 
1\11r:1~t(~r kno ) that quite \vc]J. 

The SrcnETARY FOR JliNES: It ,v;ll bE'. 

Ho)l". ,] . G. APPEL: Tb Sta :;;taHch tn 
lo~e a large an1ount of rnoncy in conncrhon 
'· ilh that me1ttcr. Does the Mi11istcr urge 
that the a('quircment of r:1ttle ~tatio:ns has 
bccm of profit to the State? Had that mon0y 
brcn invested in the con~trurtio;1 of new 
cchools and in additions to St •tc e"lwols 
v hi eh arc unfit for occupation at the 11rPsent 
time--

Tho SECRETARY FOR l\1I:-:Es: \Ye haY0 spent 
wore 1nonPy on State ~rhool:-. tban you did. 

Hox. J. G. APl'EL: Ye's, because it costs 
you as rnuch mo11ey, O\t"ing t·) the 11resent 
high price o£ timber brou~ht about by your 
Govcrnn1ent, to build one State school as 
it ('0~ us to bnild three State fV'hool~. rrhe 
lll'C·sent Gov(?rnrnont rnay hrrYC sp011t more 
lfloncy on State school~, but they have not. 
l1uilt as 111a11V l1C\V schools os we did. If 
thn large amOunt of InmL'v whlc:l hac: hecn 
waF-ted in the acquirement of State _:tahono. 
had been expended in the cc:~strucr;on of 
new ~.chools tL!_d jn eddjtions to cxist1Lg 
scbools, it wonld ha..-e afforded a large 
an1onnt. of omployn1ent. fell' carpcnt,...~rs and 
othc1· tradesmen. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: Do you sa:· 
that the State schools arc unfit for occupa­
tion? 
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IIo~. tJ. G. APFEL: The hon. gcntl<-'nlan 
ktlOY· 8 that all over Que<.)lJ:-land there ar"' 
S:at(' "'chools ,T,hi("h should ha\'L~ lweu rcno­
vait.~d fi \-o :yea1·s ago. <H;d cvc'rv ':Car the 
eom<nith~t·s are receiving th0 ~notification 
"Fur:.ds are not axt:ilable." \Yh·l are thc·y 
I!•,t ayrrlla~Jlc? Bcr:>llSC of the 1;urcha:-e Of 
f"~l('3C l'OttC'n State enterprise~-

The SECRET.iHY FOR AGHICL~LTCHE: That \Yas 
n, geed old phrnii>_: in youe tiruc--'' FunC.:-: 
u_rc not -~Yailablc." 

, HoCf. J. G. APPEL: Thei'P i good eYi· 
dcnce as to the funds we expondecl; but 
to-da.' you cannot seo th<L 11('\\. schools haYe 
bec:n built, thDugh you can ~(o evidence 
of f·'~hools that are unfit for oc~upatio1~. Go 
into any doctorate, eycn into elc ...:t'Jl' ~·_t( -~ 
rep re· ct1ted 1Jy hon. n1c1nber.;; sitting on the 
UoT.-ernmcnt bencbc-, and the fa~1c thing 
pre,·aiis. \Yhr! .For the '·imple reason 
that 1~1oncy has been irnpropcrly di\ erted 
front. IL legitiruatc u~e and ha-; Lcen (_ \_­
peuJ(·.l in t 11o::;e propc ,itions ~.~ hich to-dav 
<He i1n oh-illg the State in a Yl'L'Y l 'lT·,., le, .. ~. 
Can ono •·. ·•ndcr at thp ~a rgc a.n1ount of 
HECmploymeut? The ~Jjni·.tcr k~-O~·-s as we]} 
a~ I do that this is the cau~o of nncnl­
ployment. Of course, he i, in a difficult ro ition, nnd

1 
!le hnR. n1y SYl}llJaihy. \Yhcn 

n, vvas spcnJ-;::111g th1s ntol·n:mg CYCl'"- hon 
111e ~l1x:r on this Pldc of the Chan;bc1: cn1Id 
~C'O tlw difficulty under vvhi"h he lab1urcd, 
bccau,' he !mm,,; in his hcnt that tlw p>ei­
tion is as I haye stated it. 

The SECH.ETAHY FOR :vfiXES : I IYa.:o quite 
a~ hon1e \vhcrr I was speaking, and ey., ry 
\Yord I uttered \Yas quite sincere. 

HoCf. J. G. Al'PEL: It did not look as 
if such \Vero tho case, I an1 sorry to sa.v. 
It was a Yery laboured effort on" the pa!:t 
of the hon. g-nnt1em,~_n, and, if he had been 
a listener in·;tcatl of the speaker hC' y,;ould 
hayc judged, as I did. th:1f h0 1vas not 
~-.peaking fro;n his heart. I do ~:ot care to 
g 0 t up and critiC'ise tho GdYcrnn1cnt. I 
v.onlii prefer to stand Ul1 h, l, and 8av that 
I hnd to cnn11nend the1..:.1 fer the actioll thcv 
had taken in finding nnploymcnt. ~ 

The SECRET'AHY FOR ]Jrxr:~· : \Yb~- don't 
~-ou applrcnd u2 for the din1inishing ·nun1ber 
of une _tvloyed? 

Ilox. J. G. APPEL: Tho hon. gentleman 
mentioned .t 11a:t thY. Admin: ,tra:'on were 
~trainlnr:; thc~r humanity, and of cottr·,(', if 
you strai;, OUc' humanity a d i'Cdnco the 
ntnnber that. you arf' :'i.;ting n,,turally; 
according to the official figures the nlnnber 
of unf:'lnployed 1vill bo dPf'rcasing. If you 
~:tr'.11n yoHr hun1 -~lit: aed s .. y you are not 
g·oing to afford r0licf to this mrrn and that 
ma.n, and tb{'n '<ly the nlPT!.b\•r of uncln­
ploycd is dc·rrcasing~ that js a Ycry specious 
argunlPnt; ncycrthcle.-:;s it does not a.frcrt the 
nnn1b0r of nnon1ployed. I aln not going to 
Eay th.nt, IYhen a 111an <an got Prnployn1ent 
and l'Cfu~·es to arc(~pt snC'h ('JTlp!oyn:.cnt, he 
should be: afforded rPlicf. Rdicf should be 
giYcn only to tho~c 1vho rrrnnot ftnd work. or 
for ,,-horn it is impoc-,iblc to fir;.d work. 
I do not say that it is the dnty of the 
Govorn:T!Cllt to finrl \York for 0vcrv rnan 
who ls unomnlo~~'0d, but the Goyc~~nmcnt 
should ·oo ad~n1ii1ister the .affajl'S of tho 
Statn as to give cncnurag0ment to those 
IYho hayc hitherto assistPd in the dcyelop­
mcnt of Queensland. 

The parrot cry of "the dP]cgation '' ]s on~ 
which I can assure the hon. gentleman is 

falling· very flat vvith the electors of the State. 
lion, members opposite shJuld exallline 

their own action, and re iucc it 
[3 p.n1.] to the p0r-:onal equation. If 

hon. 1ncrnbers op· )CJ~itc ac·tcJ. 
to1-vard::; a Jnan fron1 vvhom the., had horr~_,.,_-;ed 
1~1onev and fron1 1vhorn tlH ,r (.le::_ ircd further 
dYal~c,~s. in the sarno ,, ~ as they acted 

as :1 GoYernn1ent, they 1vould not r8quire a 
de-legation to persuade such person ri9t to 
~~ive them an;: further credit. The Govern· 
nwnt regarded as a rncro scrap of pa-per tho 
agre;>mc:ot which they had made with the 
pastoral tenants of the Crown. I am not 
oaying the pastoral tenants paid a sufficient 
r2nt. but if ~·ou n1ako an agree-rncnt. you 
ha vo to stand b,- it. The Government re· 
pudiat.cd the agrceme'lt, and gav'e the State 
a. had rwme in the monov market of Great 
Dritrrin; and thr:· cannot" complain if those 
from whom they sought to obtain further 
a.dvancc,• rofueed to rYJake those advances. 
The Government say the delegation was 
re ,ponsible for it. If the fmancier·s of Great 
Britain had considered the bu:Jinc3s to be 
fiOod, the delegation would not haYe blocked 
it. The late Sir Robert Philp rrnd those 
who ,,\ere with him could not lnve influenced 
thn financiers of Great Britain. The ctatc­
mont of hon. membors oppocitc is farcical, 
ond it shahs either tha.t the Goyornment 
and their supporters who made that state­
ment consider that the electors are fools, 
or theY are fools thcmselYes to m,1ko it. 
If t.he · Government had acted honestly. as 
~:.en conducting the affairs of a great State 
like Queensland should do, they could have 
obta-ined all the money thev required from 
the financiers of Great Britain; but by acting 
in the way they have done they have met the 
fate which a private iJ,diYidual would meet 
with if he dishonoured an agreement he 
made. Hence the unemployment in Queens­
land to-day. Hon. members opposite, judg­
ing from the discussions which have taken 
place in their pa.rty meetings in connection 
v. ith this matter, know that it is owing to 
this that there is so much unemployment in 
QtWC'nsland to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : \Ye do n0t 
know anything of t.he kind. 

Hm:. J. G. APPEL: The parrot cry of 
hon. members opposite that we on this side 
desire low wages is something which they 
d 1 not belicv0 themselves. Thol'e is not one 
member on this side who objc~ts to pay 
th·l wages awarded b,.' the Arbitration 
Comt. I notice that ofr.cer, of the depart­
ments were instructed bv the Government 
to appear a.nd oppose the" giving of increase<l 
bv the Arbitration Court to public servants. 
lion. members opposite now try to lead the 
people to believe that they have never done 
that. They accuse hall. members on this 
side of reducing wages when thoy have d'?ne 
the same thing themselvc1; they have applied 
to the Arbitration Court for a reduction of 
v:ages of the public servants, and have set a 
shocking example. If you stop the source 
of supply, as the present Government have 
done, tho inevitable result is the stoppage of 
enterprise and the consequent unemployment 
"hich exists to·day. 

Question put and pas,ed. 

POLICE. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR MI~ES (Hon. 
A. ,J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move-

" That £426,847 be granted for 
'Police.'" 

llon. A. J. Jon!'s.l 
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Hon. member, will notice a decrease in this 
vote of £14.463. I am pleased to note that 
while thiB Uon•rnment have been in power 
there has bo0n a reduction in t.h0 number of 
people brought before tho courts and in 
tho number of convidions. (Opposition 
laughter.) \Ye know that a well-governed 
country is due to the policy of the Govern­
lnent. lJnen1pioymont causes an increase in 
crime and wrong-doing and broaches of the 
la·,,, lmt in a well-governed country crimes 
will be minimised. ·while wo have been in 
office tlwnl ha'' been a. decided reduction in 
'Crin1o and in the number of convlctions. 

Mr. YowLES: Don't you think that is a 
"tribute t' t.h0 police? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\Hi'JES: I think 
it is a tribute to the police for the excellent 
work thcv do and to our Government. The 
number of persons in gaols and the amount 
of crime committed are not indicative of 
good government; therefore, I a.m very 
pleased to mention the deer ea 'e in cnme. 

l\.Ir. KIXG: \Ye have not got the Police 
Hcport yet. 

l\Ir. FORDE (l/ockham1Jion) (who was 
rcceiYed with Opposition cries of "11ore 
stonov,-alling" ancl laughter) said: No. 'I'h1s 
is a very irnportant vote, and one_ 1n lYhleh 
every m em her should take a keen m to rest. 

~lir. l3RAXD: You hav0 promised a lot of 
thcrn prornotion, have you not~ 

}lr. FORDE : I do not know ,_,;here the 
hon. rncn1br>r gets his infonnation frorn. ~ 
ha ye no-:. the power to fissure any !ncnrbcr OJ 

the Police Force of promotion, hut 1 would 
ne,·er ;,tnnd in the \Vav of anv descrYlng 
n1crnbcr of the force getting pr~Omotion. I 
kno·,\ a good nunrh'?r of n1cn -who dt«·l!rYe 
promotion, and if by my telling the Commis­
sioner or Home Secrcbuy of then good 
qual1t1cs they will get promotion, then I 
will do it; but 1 do not ask tl1<1t any man 
should get what he doe' not v;ell merit. 
rrhosc I reeorrllnCnd for promotlOll arc 
dcsf:'rving· of it. The Police Forec i.3 orw 
ef the 1no~t irunorta.nt brnnchcs of the public 
service, and thcr0 is no branch in the public 
service which deserves greater and n1ore 
generous con:;;idert~tion from the Govcrnrnent. 
The m0mbers of the Policr' Force haYe been 
comparati;-el.v well treated by this Govern­
ment-much better and more generously than 
i.hoy Wf'n~ treated by previous Govcrnn1ent;;:, 
i\'lembcrs of the force are not getting any more 
than they are justly entitled to. The duties 
of the policemen arc onerous and multi­
farious, and \H' know that their dutir'~ brinG' 
them into clisa grceable situations at times. 
The policcrnan is expected to faeo all kinds 
of clangor>< to do his duty and to prokct the 
citizens of this communitv. We know that the 
Governn1ent endeavours~ to protcC't n1ernbcr;;; 
of the Polic' Force. They arc ·deserving of 
that protection bchmse their duties at timG; 
are of a distasteful nature, bnt they arc 
ahvavs c.1rri0cl out in a manner that, i~ 
satisfactorv to the people. Before this 
Governmcl1t {'_1mo into pcnn~r thQ life- of a 
policeman v. as not at all a free one. He did 
not enjoy the rights of citizenship. Thev 
were denied him by pre,·ious Governments, 
as son1c hon. members opposite know, as 
they were sitting- behind past Governments. 
notably the present leader of the Opposition. 
Xow the conditions have changed. and mem­
bers of the Police Force are getting better 
treatment. The Government allowed the 

[Hon . .ci. J. Jones. 

pol1co tn form a union. ·w" wore told by 
certa1n hon. n1P1nbors <:>pposite that, 1f we 
allo,n•d the nJ.cn1bers of the Police- Force 
to fonn c union, discipline \YOuld bP broken 
d,J\Yll. That has not beC'n the experience. 
\Ye line! to-cla•' that the disc-ipline in the 
Po1ic,~ Force ~5 as good as .ever it \YUS. 

ProYion ~ Go,~f'rnn1onh denied the members 
of the Police Force the rig·ht to Yote and to 
forrn a union. ·cntil this Gr~vcrninont came 
into pu\YCr the police could not fonn a union 
which both employers and employees formed. 
Speflking in this House m. 1916, the hon. 
mc'mhor for \YanYick, accordmg· to page 2394 
of "I:lansard," said-

" There should be no attempt at affilia­
tion '"ith any other union. If they 
\Yant£>d !llPi e land cursed, let them 
afllliatu with other unio11s." 

FurtlH•r on he "aiU-
" He hoped the Home Secretary wot!ld 

use hiJ bPst efforts to keep the Pohcc 
Force clear of anv other unions in the 
State." u • 

·unions wore formed to safr ;:;uard the rights 
of the worker,; in tlw cop]Jer min<ls. 1n the 
moatworks, and in the sl1c~ring-shcd~; and 
\Vll"",T should one a l~o not be foen10d In •.::on­
nection with the Police Forc0? Wh:· should 
not the membnrs of the Polic0 Fore'' have' 
the same right to protect their interest, "' 
the Employer.' Federa~ion? Why shonl': 
thcv not have the sa1nc nght a', the Law~Ters 
Union? 

J'vh. KI!\G: There is no Lawyers' t'nion. 

Mr. FORDE : There is. and it is a prctt:­
close preserve, too. 

l\'Ir. ICE\fG: ThPrc is no Barri:;;ters' l~nion. 
and there is no La\vyers' ·onion. 1:-ou do 
uot kno\V what you are talking about. 

J'vlr. FORDE: The hon. member JS " 

champion of the Lawyers' Union. 

Mr. KI!\G: The only thing required in 
connection 'vith lrnvyers is brains. 

l\fr. FORDE : The prcs<'nt Go;-ernm,·nt 
allowed the polic(' the right to form a union 
which they were denied by pre,·ious 
GoYcrnn1ents. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The:· ncvC'r asked for 
it. 

Mr. FOR DE: Thev did, but they were 
told that it was no ~1se pressing it. The;~· 
knev; thev had the ''sack" staring thc•m 
in the fa,~e if thev asked for pcrmis,ion to 
form a union. Th~> hon. member for Burnett. 
in a speech lw dcliver_ed in this qhambe:·. 
tried to tHe,·ent the pohce fr~m getb?g their 
Superannuation Bill. The B1ll prov1dcd for 
pensions for the Police Force. and the hon. 
member for Burnott moved that the Bill b" 
passed three 'vccks later than th0 date pro­
pc,cd for it .... pas1-ag-e. Then, speaking on thE' 
Industrial Arbitration Bill in the S(' cSlQn of 
1815-1916. as will be seen on page 868 of 
" Hansard," the hon. m em bcr for l3urnctt 
said-

" I am particularly sorry to see the 
police included in this Bill." 

Of course, he did not want to soe them 
included. He did not want them to have the 
same right~ as any member of an industrial 
union. This Government allowed the nolicc 
to hane acce'S to the Arbitration Court 
,,-here they could apply for an increase of 
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\Yage-, if they so desired. The·.' were denied 
that right by previous Govcl:mnonts. Yet 
the hon. mt'mbH for Bnrnott said he yyas 
particularly sorry to sec tho polieo inclnd<'d 
Ill the Industrial "\rbitration Bill. \Vhcd 
would have hap;wned if thc policP had not 
been indudod? They would not have hod 
the right to go to the Arbitration Court and 
got the incn:mcnj; which the Go.-ernm£'nt 
arc now pa:.Tiug to them, and \Yh1rh incrc­
rncnt~ were denied by prcviou~ GoYerlliTicnts. 

J\.11·. BRAXD: You are ruaking an (_•l0c­
tionPeri ng speech. 

, :\lr, FORDE: I have a statement here 
~no'"·1ng the rcsp( ctive wagc:3 paid to ihe 
Police Force in the vcars 1914-15 as com-
pared \Yith 1921-22- " ' 

1\ll4-Li. 

I s. d. s. d. 
I r 10 (I 

I{ 
:I 13 5 

8 6 1:3 11 
Constables .. 0 () i 14 

0 G 14 ]] il 15 

I 

15 11 
Acting Sergeants .. JU 4 16 11 
Sergeants .. .. 11 ,, 17 11 
Senior Ser~cants u 0 18 11 

Detectius. 

If If 
16 5 
16 11 

Constables 11 0 17 5 .. .. \_ 12 0 17 11 
18 ~ 

Acting Sergeants l 18 11 
13 0 19 11 

t;ergrants .. 14 u :lO 11 
Senior Sergrants 15 0 21 11 

That is not all. The conditions of the mcnl­
?er;o; nf ~he Police Force ha vc bc>cn greatly 
unproYc·n under the prc3ont Govenuneut. 
L'nde1· the Denham GoYernment. all the 
police were deprived of their <mtomatic 
incrras{·~. They were told that no incre­
ments were to be giYon to them during the> 
first few months of tho war, notwithstanding 
the fact thrrt Et that time thov were «rosslv 
underpaid by the Conservuti vC G ovor~n1enf. 
Sii)cc the prm-ent GoYcrnmcnt have corne 
into oflice we find that incrcrrses haY<' been 
granted to the Police ForcR to the c 'tent of 
£140.000 in excess of ''chat they received in 
1914-15. Furthermore, their working hourc 
h!'Ye bt'en lessened. They now have an 
Plght-hour working clay. 'l'hey hayc tim" off 
in lieu of overtime, and a fortnightl v rest 
-day. They received twenty-eight days' annual 
leave and three months' leave on full pav 
for otdinary illness. They ha vo received the 
righ~ to six months' full pay for injuries 
rece1vcd on duty, an Increase in travellinp: 
and sustenance allowances, an increase of 
100 p~r. cent. in rent allowance. an increase 
m clencal allowance, an increase in plain 
clothes allowance, and thev have al>o 
rf'c~iYed first cla''S boat and ~·ailwav fares. 
Hon. members opposite thought it w'as good 
('Hough for them to travel second class. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is not correct. 
appro,·ccl of first class fares. 

:\1r. FORDE : It was not a general conce''­
sion: but it is a very good thinO' the hon. 
gentleman did give it in some ca~es. How­
oYer, it "as denied by Tory Governments 

1922-4 Tl 

in the past, and it 1s now given to the 
police all round, irrespective of rank, by a 
Labour Government. To-da:. they get six 
1nonths' long-sorYicc leaY(', an incr asc of 
100 per cent. in the aliowancu for work dum' 
out,ido ordinary duty, time off for drill 
instruction or parade, and a more regular 
unifonn ~upply, a11d~\vhat is IllOre important 
than all-the 1.ght to forrn a union af!d go 
to the .\rbitration Court and fight for thcit 
rights. I think that, in th-e' conces~io1L~ vhich 
have been given, tho GoYornn1ent have not 
done n1orc than thcv should. Thr '" have 
done so2ncthing- for tlle police to t-vhiCh thPy 
are justlc entitled. 

The exp~nditure on the Police Departn1ent 
has been increasing, but ono cannot irnp1·ove 
the eondihons of the me11<bers o£ the force 
w;thout additional expenditure. In 1914-15 
the vote was £268,938, whil·t ia 1921-22 it 
was £441 1 310. Dut the extra cxponditurL" i~ 
justified in giving the members of the forr·c 
better ~.vorking conditions, better liYing con­
ditions, and a greater clcgrt~l" of frcrdon1. 
'Tlw total :;:.un1 expeuclL d in inert' using tlF"i r 
salaries and wages alone Rnwunts to £140,(J00. 
as against an increase of £53,000 during tb~ 
last sjx years of tho Tory Government . 

Then the pre·ent Govctnment passed an 
Act which is amongst the finest Acts ever 
pasmd for the betterment of tho conditions 
of the Police Force. I refer to the Police 
Acts A1nendmcnt _\et, \vith it:;; gonerou\, pen­
f'ion <::chen1e, \vhiC'h has 1net with th(' approYal 
of the police right throughout the State. 
The men have not boon slow to recognise 
the merits of that Act and speak with no 
uncertain voice in praisn of the hunutnP 
action of the Government in putting it on 
the statute-book. It proYides that the widow 
and children of a deceased policeman will 
noT>' get a pension. Previously there was no 
mch provision. The widm, will got £60 per 
annum for herself and £13 pN anuum fot 
each child, and, in addition if the police­
nlan has not taken long-"ervicr leave. six 
months' full pay. Seeing that the memberc 
of the Police Forco have a verv nreC'orious 
occupation, endangeri11g their li,~es~ on rnany 
occasions ·during the vvcek, :::urely it is only 
right that some such Act shoukl be put on 
the ~tatntc-book giving thern pen~ions~not 
in the form of a dolo, but as a right, and 
providing for the widow and little children 
''· ho rrmy be left in the eve, ut of the d<,ath of 
the hr(•;idwinner. I have nlr-ntioncd that 
the mcmlwrs of the force appreciate that 
mf'::tsuro. This is what JYir. Talt:;, the secre­
tary of the Police Union, sai·d after th<' 
Police Acts Amendment Act had been placed 
on tho stntute-book~ 

"Notln• ithstanding the predictions of 
the doubting 'rhomases in their midst, 
the police . . . had won something 
Y:hich stood as the greatest concE ·si on 
granted by a Gov 'rnment whose sympathy 
for the down-trodJcn could not be 
doubted." 

And Mr. Coman, another member of the 
nnion, .;:a]d~ 

" The police should be for ever grate­
ful to thee present Government for 
this very humane pieee of legisla­
tion, which specially provided for widows 
and orphans and gave the satisfaction 
to every policeman that, when he 'shuffled 
off this mortal coil,' his widow would not 
have to depend on the washtub or the 
scrubbing brnsh to earn a livelihood." 

Jlr. Pm·cle.] 
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That is not what an hon. member on this 
side or a Labour ne\vspapC'r ~aid; it is the 
cxpr ssion of r1ron1incnt n1ernbers of the 
union, which is not slow to recognise that 
the Government ha vc done more to asc,ist 
thcn1 than any previous Government. I-Ion. 
members opposite have Pndcavourcd to detract 
from what th. Government have ·done to 
a sist the force and the public service g·0ncr­
ally, and it is well known that someone 
~hould give the praise that is due to a branch 
of the s£'rvicc -which is doing good work. The 
Poli('P Foree arc doing cxecllcnt \York, and I 
am glad that the Government ha vc trer1tcd 
them in a generous and .:;yn1pathetic manner. 
I sincerely hope that that treatment will be 
continued~ 

I am '~r·y plcasod to learn from the depart­
ment th:tt the horse-breeding station at Re­
VIall it:~ doing good '"ork und('l' the guidauce 
of In,pedor Campbell, a \'CIT fine oflicer of 
the dz~partment. rrhc sbttion has b: ('11 cc:tab­
lished for son1o timo, anJ is showing a credit 
balance of, approximately, £16,000, if I 
remember tightly. I am >tbo pleased to learn 
that Hwy arc breeding horses of a suitable 
kind for the police throuvhout Queensland. 
I am plcc,sed thr1t th~ Home Secretary and 
the Commissioner have recognised the good 
work of the officer in charge and 11ron1otcd 
him. 

I ask the Home Secretary, as one who has 
tnwclled throughout the country districts, 
particularly during the last tw2lve months, 
to continue to giye generous ronsidera6on for 
the policeman, because in the rnult.ifariou~ 
and arduous duties which deYolYc upon him 
}E' i~ carrying out a YPry useful \York in the 
con1munity and is de,~erYing o: that hun1ani­
tarian treatrnent which i~., z'haractcristic of 
Labour Government·'· 

Hox. J. G. "\PPEL (A/but): Queensland 
can conQ;ratulatc itself npon the very cxcd­
lrnt Police Force which we possess. Fron1 
the Commissioner to the junior constable 
I think thev can be regarded as a bodv of 
m_ en who a1~e carr~ring Cut their onerous~ and 
\+arious .dutif's \Yith cfficicncv. and to the 
benefit of the individuals as ".ell as the com­
munity collective I\. Speaking personally, T 
never had any obj :'et ion to the formation of 
a nnion by the JlOlicc. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1rxES: A lot of persons 
had objections to their having a yote. 

Hox. ,T. G. APPEL: Possibl:v, but they 
had a vote before I camo into office. 

The SECRETARY FOR MixES : The Labour 
party gave it to them 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Labour party 
did not. If the hon. member wanb to know 
what the Labour party did under the Labour­
Morgan rcg·ime, I 'xill tell him that they did 
not give the police uniforms, and the condi­
tion of the police then was a disgrace to 
anv GoYernincnt or communitv. I had not 
intended to go back to that p~riod; but, a' 
th'' hon. member claims to be a member of 
the only A·dministration who have ever 
dfected cmything for the benefit of the foro<', 
it is just as well that the public should 
kno"· oth<'rwise. 

The Minister spoke about crime having 
been at a minimum under the present Admin­
istration. I am glad to hear it. I know that 
the members of the force do all in their power 
to minimise it. If this Administration arG 

honest in their desire to assist the 
[3.30 p.m.] force, why do they not accede 

to the urgent requests made from 

[Mr. Porde. 

tin1c to tin1c bv tho C'o1nmiss!onor to increase 
its nun1b2rs? \V c, in country districts, come 
more in contact with members of the force 
than do those \vho dwell in the cities. 

The SECRETARY FOH ::\1rxE~',: For what 
reason? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: For the rea'"on that 
they arc of the greatest assistance to those 
who reside in the ccuntrv; the-,' act as 
advisers to 'Cttlers and oth'ers. \',T e realise 
that there are many districts in which police 
ar.• m'gPntly required, but the present Ad­
rninistration, \Yith all their lip service, are 
not prepared to provide t.he nece-sary funds 
to enable the number tc: be increased, and 
the consequence is that the members of the 
force are ovenvorked. The hon. member for 
Hockhampton detailed the benefits which 
had been conferred upon the police force 
b.r the present Administration. If the pre­
vious Administration had received the same 
amount of revenue as ha~ been received b:v 
this Adminictration, the police force would 
have had a \'cry much better deal than they 
have had. The hon. member for Rock­
hampton spoke with an air of pride of the 
amount of salary which was being paid t<> 
members of the force Does he consider 
that it is adequa.tc? 1 contend that the in­
crca~c to the Police Fore~.:- :;;hould haYe been 
greater, taking into consideration the in­
creases which it wae. found nece-sary to 
give to other branches of the service b:v 
reason of the rise in th< cost of living. I 
would have felt ashamed to mention such a 
~rnall increase as ha.s been giyen, considcr­
ine; the >tmotmt of revenue which this Ad­
ministration have handlc<l. "\Vhon members 
\.Yho are no\V on the GcYcrnmPnt side \-vere 
sitting in Opposition they invariably referred 
t0 the number of offices which members of 
the Poiice Fore·' had to filL I h"w not heard 
it stated that that numbn- has been reduced. 
Hon. members opposite claim that t.he work 
in a.ll the departments bas increased to a 
largo extent; consequently the amount of 
extraneous work which is being carried out 
by members of the l'olioc Force must hr;ve 
increased in proportion; yet they claun 
credit for the small increase which ha:; 
been g-iven to tho members of the force, 
who have had greater rc"ponsibilities thrown 
upon them. 

I sometimes hear members of the Laboue 
partv claim as theirs acts v;hic.h I took 
some pride in being a.,eociatcd with. When 
I heard the hon. member for Rockhampton 
speak of the Rewa.n br:ceding station, I 
marvelled. The whole t.hmg was really the 
inspiration of the late Hon. J. '!.'. Bell, and 
was ca1·ried into effect b0c myself. 

Mr. FoRDE : I said good work was being­
done there. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The horse-brooding 
station \vas established by the bad Tory 
Administration, who gave to members of the 
Police Force the uniforms which were refused 
bv the Morgan-Kidston Labour Administra, 
tion who kept the men on the most miserable 
wag~. Hon. members opposite talk of low 
wag·es. Let the1n consider the mls~rabl; 
ina~lequate wage which was paid by the 
Labour Administration, who at that time 
had very large surpluses. Hon. members 
come h0re and end<eavour to deceive th<> 
public-the-y cannot deceive the police, be­
cause the police know otherwise-b"· saying, 
"Look what we have done for the Police 
Force." They do not tell hon. members and 
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the electors outside what thcv Jid not do. 
They would not hnvc Jonc \\:hat they have 
done had they not been forced to do it. I 
was absolutclv shocked ,vhen I went to the 
Horn<• Department, following a Labour 
Administration who had a large majority and 
overflo;;\Ting ~urpluscs, and sav.7 the scandal­
ous conditions which thev had meted out to 
the Polir 2 Fore.,. From 'that time on, so far 
as lay in rny po\ver, I end ea vourcd to 
improve the conditions. I can confidently 
leave it to the members of the Police Force 
to-day to say whcthPr the amount of irnprove­
n1cnt in their condition under n1y adminis­
tration "·ct.s not greater than the a1nount of 
imprm-oment which has been effected by the 
present Government, who claim to have done 
SO lllU( h. 

People in the country districts realise the 
infinite benefit which th<e police station is to 
the settlers. The polico invariably are men 
<!ualificd in every way for the position they 
occapy; they give advic0 in the most varied 
cireumstances. It is a pleasure for us to seB 
the "n1an in khaki" or "blue" coming 
along to our selections a.nd homesteads, 
bee a use we know that he is c0ming there as 
a friend to assist us. \Vill the Minister deny 
that the Commissioner has pointed out to 
him the abeolute nece;.sity of increasing the 
number of members of the force, to enable 
them to cope with the conditions which exist 
i ;1 Queensland to-day? 

Win should th<' members of the Police 
Fot·ce~ bo oyenyorked in the way they are 
being oycrworked '? The Goverrnncnt talk 
about having given the police an eight-hour 
day. Why, the polic0 sometime have to 
work twenty-four hours a day bcc;.>use ade­
quate a"istance is not given to them. At 
some police stations where there should b2 
a sergeant in control of thrt<:· 111en he has 
only one n1an to assist hirr1, and these two 
men haYe to perform the work that should 
properly be carried out by three or four men. 
Considering the enorn1ous urnount of re·venu::­
which has been reccivecl by this Adrninistm­
tion, the police have not been properly dealt 
with and ha YC not recei \"'ed that remuncra­
tiou which is their due. The hon. member 
for Rockhampton withdrew the statement 
that it was the present Administration that 
granted an increased night allowance :1nd 
f'lr t clo ,,;:; accmnmodation for the police \Yhcn 
travdling. That wac> afforded by the ~\drnin­
lstrat.ion of \vhich I "·as a n1ernbcr, and 
rightly so. \Yhat have the pr0scnt Aclmin­
ictration done for the police? The; did only 
what they were compelled to do, and did it 
Yery unwiJlingly. It was a long tirne before 
they would bring forward a superannuation 
scheme. Thcv wer0 forced to do it. Even­
thing that they ha vc Jonc for the police 
the. have been forced to do. \Yhen the 
pol;rc fded a plaint in th£' .Arbitration Court. 
tho Government opposed it, and endeavoured 
to do everything to prevent them gaining 
what was just!; their due. If I had been 
Home SPcretary--

JUr. COLLIXS: They would still be in th3 
same po~ition. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The police know 
different. \Vhcn I was a struggling member 
of the profession, the best fril''J·ds I had were 
the member, of the Police Force. I shall 
never forg·ot the friendship which they 
extended to me. By way of gratitude for 
what they h w done for me, I was only too 
delighted, when opportunity offered, to repay 
them ior their friendship towards me, and 

for \\'hat they we re dmng for thl• individual 
and collcntive rnembc 1, of the State. ThNe 
is nothing that this Adn1inistr~ttion can be 
]1i'OUd of in connection with what the,· have 
done for the police. The "mount o( remu­
neration the police arn recciYing for their 
n1ultitudinous duties and for the responsi­
bilities which are phc,"d upon them is not 
adequate. and has not l1cen increased in a 
like• manner with other members of the 
public service. 

Mr. BRENN~\:\' (Too/l'oomba): It has been 
suggbtod that the hon. member for .\lbert 
was a member of the ::Vlorgan-Kidston 
Administration. I think he was. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I was not. 

::Vlr. .]. H. C. RoBERTS: \Vhat about the 
ca::;e at Sandgate? 

Mr. BRENKAX: That case is sub judice. 
(Laughter.) If the hem. member for Albert 
\vas not a member of that Administration, 
he must know that it was that Administration 
that ext<endcd tho franchise to the Police 
Forc0. \Yhich 1s the more important­
extending the franchise or g"iYing unjfonns? 
It was because of the fact that the police 
were able to vote that thev were able to 
compel thE' Administration 'to gTant thorn 
uniformo. It was a Labour Government that 
enabled thorn to do that. The hon. member 
said the l\iorgan-Kidston Go\ ern1ncnt \vas a 
Labour Government. I. too, say that it was 
a Labour Government. Tho Labour Govern­
ment ga vc the police a vote, and they were 
able to force the hon. member for Albert to 
give thern uniforms; and, following on that, 
th0 police have been "b!e to form a union, 
and that union, through jt3 scrrPtary, has 
LQcn in a position to demand b0tb'r con~ 
ditions. The hon. member for Albcrt said 
that thi, Gm-ernment had taken a long time 
in bringing forward a police superannuation 
scheme. The pl'c'ont Home Serrotar:~· was 
rc-,ponsjb}e for the for1nation of the existing 
police superannuation scheme. \Vhcn the 
hon. member for Albcrt wa Home Sccrehrv 
he paid the Quee-nsland Trmtees 50.0 
guineas for a suggested c,.Jherne whjch was 
not accepted. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I prepared the basis of 
the whole thing. I forgot to say that. 

:Mr. BREKNAN: The hon. member had 
not sufficient brains and abilitv to evolve a 
scheme. Ho paid 500 guineas of the people's 
money for a ocheme which was of no uoc. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member shows 
a lack of intellect. 

Mr. BREN~AK: Tho scheme was never 
put into operation. 

Hon. members opposite have referred to 
an incident at Sandgate. Had thoro been a 
prosecution, bYo boys employed in banks, 
another in the public service, and another 
in a confcchmtial position would have lost 
their po~ition~. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member led 
them astray. Shame on hi1n! 

J\Ir. BRE:\fXAN: Thee wore not in the 
hotel with me. I am not ctshamed of b0ing in 
the hotel. I have seen a !most O\'Ol'V hon. 
member opposite in hotels after hour:. The 
loader of the Opposition tells me that he 
would not go into an hotel after hours. If 
it was knovvn every tjme he was in an hott•1 

after hours in Dalby he wouid not be in th;, 
House. The hon. member for Albert talks 
about being in hotels after hours. Go down 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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to Southpmt and see "hat happens on Sun­
day dov, n there aftf'r hours. If the hon. 
mC'mb<•r for Aabigny antl the hon. member 
for 11urilla ,,-ere put on the p)llory cYery 
ti1ne thcv were in an hotel aftc'r hourp ... 
whf're wo'ultl th<•y be? We all know that it 
is true that they all go into hotels after 
hours. 

l\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is a habit of the 
hon. Inernbcr's. 

Mr. BRE?\NAK: The hon. member for 
Pittsworth is afraid to ha YC a drink because 
it \V<mld go to his brain, and he i.3 n1ad as it 
is. If there had been a prosecution, those 
poor boys would ha Ye been dismi'sod. 

:lh .. J. H. C. RoBERTS : The hon. mel<lbt·r 
thre tinned to ha YO the policeman sent to 
Cloncurry if hP put in a report. 

Mr. BRE?\='JA::\': That is in kef'ping with 
all sLJ.tomonL made b·; the hon. member. 
It is a deliberate falsehood. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The hon. member 
di·d threaten that. 

Mr. BRENN.A~: You are a linr. 
The CII.AIR:l\lA?\ ' Order ! I ask the hon. 

member to v;ithdraw that remark. 
Mr. BHENKAN' I withdraw it. \YP all 

know it is true. l.:nder th~ Labour Admin­
istration the Police Force has been raised to 
a YCI" high standard. Different den.art­
Inents L fron1 tinH" to time have not arhrlinis~ 
tercel Labour legislation in the wav that it 
should be administered. This Go~·ernrn0nt 
granted an appeal board to the police. The 
presrnt Comrnissioncr at on0 tin1e was doubt­
ful about Labour legislation. and he was 
doubtful ahout the police haying a union. 
but to-day he is a solid Labour man. 

The Comn1issioner n1ust be Yen,7 careful in 
the administration of his office cto see that 
the undcr.-trapper<s get a fair deal. I do 
not stand for any person. no n1atter how 
high a position he may hclcl in the service, 
unless he is prepared to sympathetically 
adn1inistcr his department. The Commis· 
ionor has not been sympathetic in the 

<tdministrution of his department in smne 
n~"pPct:::. 

Mr. MORG.\X: That is a brutal att celL 
Illr. J. li. C. ROBERTS t That is a black­

guardly attack. 
The CHAIR:\IAJ'<: Order! Order 1 

Mr. BRENKAK: A man who was forced 
to resign his position in the Police Force, 
rather than accept a transfer ·because ho 
would not be granted an inquiry-{jnterrup­
tion)--· 

Tho CH .\IRMAK: Order 1 Order! I 
hvpe hon. members on my left will respect 
my call to order. If hon. members have any­
thing to say in conn<Jction with the remarks 
of the hon. member for Toowoomba, they 
are llt libcr·ty to do so by speaking on the 
\·Oh'. 

Mr. BRE?\NAN: This of!iccr was forced 
to resign, and, after resigning, his papers 
were sent to him, and, although he bore the 
highest character and had the best creden­
tials in the force, the Commissioner refused 
to fill in the space as to character. He put 
a line through it. It ''"ill only rebound on 
the Commissioner unless he is prepared to 
play fair. The Home Secretar:; is not to 
blame, because he natural!:-· accepted the 
advice of the principal officer. 

Mr. BRAND t This attack is made because 
the Commissioner did not take your advice. 

[ M1·. Brennan. 

::\Ir. ,J, H. C. ROBERTS: He ha' "gone a 
million." (Laughter.) 

l'lh. BllE:\1':\"A='J: As far as I nm con­
cc•rncd, he ,,·ill be '; gone a Inillio·~ " ullleM~ 
lw ltltcrs his tactic·,. (Intl'fl'l!]1lion.) All 
other heads of departnwnts •··ho are not 
syn1path( tic towards the Labour Admini,;·,LI<a­
tion arc equally to blaniC. \V c ns a Go;.·crn­
rnent are doing the best \VP ~an for tho 
!1' oplc and for the work0r,, a eel the le •est we 
can expect is that the hcaJs of dcpartr!u_nts 
\\·i1l ~ympathet1\:'<-dly adrninistPr thPil' dcpad­
lllClltc:. 

::\Ir. VOWLES (])a/by): The l'llinistcr in 
charge of this v.Jte took grc1t credit in his 
opening rcrnarks because the nun1her of 
r-•nvictions uild{'r the present GovPrnment 
\YUS ]m=s than had been the case in the pa..,t. 
If the ·,a!11f' state of affairs i~ going on in 
oth"r departments that \VC recontlv noticed 
i tl the Prc~;<, wh"l'P a pcr;;;:on ,vho should 
haYo bef'n brought before the ('Curt and con­
victed was, through parlian1entary inter~ 
fercncc, given a privilege that othc>r people 
etnmot get. is it any ':vDndcr that there is a 
falling off in the numbot· of rv:Jvictions? I 
think this is the first o~casion on whirh a 
member of this Hous-, has taken atlvantage 
of the priYilegc 0xtcndc·d here to rnakc a 
p2rsonal attack on an? nwn1bcr of the public 
t-:Prvice. It is in keeping \vith the hon. mCin­
bor's usual methods. and he wonlcl not do it 
ouhide. and I sav no man .:;hClu~d do it 
under the privile:"es of this House. 
Orr0~1TIOX 1IE),IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MOORE (.4u&iony): \Vhcn rrticls are 

n1ade on ''two-up " schools and 70U have a 
man giYing a. false name, as was the ( asc the 
oi'lwr clay. when a man gave his name as 
''\\'alter H. Barncs," the police would be 
JH'rfcctl~v ju~.tifled jn retaining that 1nan and 
1naking him. pr-ove his identit:'\T bcforr allow­
ini; it to appear in all the papers of Queens­
land that a nutn givjng that na1nc was 
aiTC'stcd ln a "two-up " school. It may he 
verv hun1orons frmn one point of vit'w. but 
J d~ not think it a fair thing that tlw nanw 
,hould be allmved to amwa r in the Press 
when it is Dbviousl~T a fal~-o namC'. 

:\h. DASH' Have vou anv cvidcn•:e that it 
\\as a false name? " ~ 

Mr. MOORE: It is so improbrtblc that it 
is v\·orth invcstig<Jting. 

Mr. CoLI.IXS: There arc ~J!cntv of 
"\V alter H. Barneses" in QuccnslanJ.~ 

~\Ir. J\100RE : It is all ycr.v \Yell to get 
out of it like that. but let a man give the 
name of " Charh'" Col1ins," and it '' oulcl be 
a difter<'nt tale altogether. \Ye had the hon. 
melllbcr for Rockhampton getting up in this 
Chan1hrr and saving- he never recommended 
an officer for · pr'omotion unlc-,· it vfas 
rlcsNvccl. \Vhat right has the hon. member 
for Rockhampton to recommnnd uny man f;)l' 
promotion? It is the duty of tho C?nnms­
sioncr of Police to do the recommenclmg. I 
do not suppose that even the Home Depart­
ment would take upon itself to recommend a 
rnan for promotion, and yE't WC' _haYr the hon. 
member for Rockhampton savmg he \vould 
not recommend a man for pr.omotion unless 
ho cle.,erved it. The Commissioner of Police 
is sunposed to have full authority oYer the 
department. and he is the one to say whether 
a man 'hould be promoted or not. 

::\fr. CoLLIXS, Ask the hon. member for 
Burnett how manv he recommended for pro­
motion when he was sitting behind the 
Gm·ernment. 
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~Ir. NIOORE: It does not maltN who 
made the recommendation. 

Mr. \V. CooPER : Did you oyer recommend 
a 1nan for prcnnoiion? 

Mr. J\IOORE: 1'\eycr. Ir is an improper 
tlung for J:?-8!11bers of Parhumc-nt to go to 
t~o Cornmr,,,s1oncr and 1nake rceomincnda~ 
t1ons. \Ye ~ave the hon. lllcml c.'r for Too­
':·oo';'.ba sayr~1g that hA_ is going to SPf< that 
the '--'on1rr11·""'1oner carncs out his duties in 
syr;np:tth~ with the Labour platform. That 
~::- Int1nuaation. 

l\lr. DRENNAN: I said I am going to sec 
that the Con11nissioncl' ::.yrupathetically 
administers the hews. 

::\1r. }100RE: The hon. member for Too­
woomba said we _m_ust ha ye a temperament­
ally fitted Commrssroner of Police who must 
?arry out the laws jn accordance with Labour 
1deas. It has nothing· to do with the Commic. 
sroner ?f Police who putG the laws on the 
statute-oook. All he has to do is to see that 
they a.re carried cut effertiYel.', and, if wo 
are ~omg to have the Department of Justic-e 
Intcrfenng ·with the police -..d1en th •v C'lldc :~­
vour to do_ their duty, hm,- is it ll<""iblP for 
the Commres10ncr to have an c!licicnt Police 
Force? . \Yo han the Department of Justice 
1nterfcnng vi:hcn thf' po!}cp put in a report 
and preventir1g a pro:3ecution. ' 

The SECRET,\RY ron }IrxEs: I can nssnrc 
you t~at. there j no intcrfprcnrc with the 
(iommiSSl,OJlpr in the CXt'Cation of his chlt .. -
and there will bo none. V' 

r~I~·· r\IOORE: I a~n very glad to hear the 
l\I_~_InJster sa.v that. I am only going on the 
etatum<'nh that have bePn made to this 
Committee_ and on the st tcmc·1ts that have 
a l:f1:"'\'·cd m the. r:ress .. I ;c_u ,-Ny glad to 
hc,JI ~hat the 1\-iJnistcr L ~o1ng to P.tand up 
and protect the Comm]c-:.:;io:!t.:-r fronl unju::-ti­
fiablc attacks. 

1-Ir. BRENXAN: They ar.J 110t unjustifiable. 

Mr. _;1,I90RE.: Thoy are unjustifiable. The 
Cor~1lnl!'f'~IJ~ler lFJ a 1nan \Yho f'~trric·J ont his 
dutres efhnently, and he should not bC' intimi­
<~utcd by hon .. members of ~his House. He 
saould be put m such a po'lhon that he need 
not be afraid of any intin1idation ot· inter­
fcrml('C in the di8charge of hi..; duties. 

I do not thinl: that the1·e a grt'at deal 
~n aJl this contention ahont rna 1~n~llous 
1nc1:• tsc>~, given to the police during the 
reg-JJnc of the Labour GoYcrnmont. After 
all .. if \Ye take into con, !deration the increased 
<'<?St .of living, they have not rcceiYPd very 
b1g Jncrf'asos. I do not thitlk thev arc anv 
better off than they were in 1914. c c 

Mr. D.ISH: \Vhy did you want to prenmt 
thc1n fro In going to the ~\.rbitnttlon Court? 

Mr. 1\IOORE: I do not think the,- ehould 
b,, allo\Yed to go to the _\r:,itratio;, Court. 
rrhr· Governnwnt shouJd bo in a po~ition to 
fix reasonable conditions for the police y·i th­
out the necc,oit'· of going to th<, conrt. vYe 
have the present Go;-ern:olent co:npelling thorn 
to go tD the Arbitrabon Court, and then 
appQaring in the f'Ourt to fight. their O\Yll 

servaut:>. 

A GOVERK:\IENT ~!JE~IBER: Do vou want to 
re1novc thon1 from tho operation Of the court? 

:VIr. MOOHE: vVe han' never asked to 
have t_hmn _re1novcd, but I neYcr approved 
of then· gomg to the court. I think that 
the Government should be capable of giYing 

a fair deal to their own servants, without 
their having to go to the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. FORDE : Tho Dc:nhmn GoYernrncnt 
never gaYc the1n a fair deal. 

Mr. MOORE: That i,J a matter of 
opinion; I think they did. I do not think 
tho poli<2f' have anything to complain about 
in regard to the conditions they arc ·working 

nndcr to-dav. 'Ihev !m,-e arduous 
[4 p.m.] and resnonsiblc work. especially 

in tho c'ountr:"- districts. and they 
desec·, c to be well trcatLd. I think they aro 
a credit to the force they belong to, and 
carry ont their duties ''"ell. I do not want 
to see any poJitical influe-:.1cc in connection 
with the PolicC' Force. If a polirt.'n1an came 
to n1c and askc·l me io :lf'.:-:ist hi1n to get 
rn·onlotion, I 'Yould have ncthing to do ,_,;ith 
it. I look H}JOTI the Con1rni:;:sioner ::ts the 
tnan who is r(~.~ponsible for gctti11g an 
Pfficient ]'olice Fore<• in Queensland. and I 
htrongly object to any poli: lc~tl iuterfcrence. 

The SECRETARY FOR C.II:\ES (Hon. 
A. J. Joncs, l)arldin[!:c ) : The hon. men1bcr· 
for Albcrt, in his usual loud voice, condcn1n<; 
1he dc-;Htrtrnent, or a pn!vious ...::\tlnlinj,,t:;·a­
t1on, for not giving uniform~ to the police'. 
I happimed jo he a supporter of the 
Govennncnt y;;hich IY<'IS kno\vn- as the Labour­
~Iorgan }ulministrn tion. On ·very many 
occasions hon. member, on this side have 
point0d out that 'YC', <:lS a Lah,_.ur party, 
1;;crc r('~pon~,ible for the \Yorkcrs' Comppnsa­
tion Act, and ''"c hnYe been told by hon. 
1nen1b0r." opposite that it wn·, the ~lorgan 
l;ovf'rnrnt-nt •xho passed it. and that the 
Labour JHu·t:v had nothing to (1

,) 1\'ii-h it. 
'The hon. mcmhcr for All,crt adn.:.itt.Pd that 
\YC were suffir1cnlJv influential with the 
Govf'rnmcnt. to prev.f.nt the poli~ t :n0n from 
g'ctting- nnifornt~. Thnt \\as a n1aHc1· for 
the Administration as a, w·hole: but I \vant 
to point out that the Labc~ur-1\Iorgan 
Uovcrrnnent \YC'rC' responsible fo1· g-iYing th::.' 
jJollc0 a v0t0. which t.lH .. 'V pri70rl IllOl'(~ thnn 
a paltry uniforn1. and it jg dnr~ to the L,tbq·~n· 
party that the conditions of tlw Police' Force 
haYc been matNially improYe<l. 

The hon. n10mb0r for Albcrt n1 ·~de ,.,ne ~h(·l· 
'trttcmcnt 'vhich I clc,ire to He 
etnt8d that it was <Yhile he \Vas Home ro-
tary that fir.-.,t class raihLtY pn:::.~c:s 1,T:ere 
granted to the Po!ie,- Fore'. "anrl he contra­
dicted the hon. member for Rorkhan1rton in 
that respec-t. The hon. nwmlwr for . .-.\ llwrt 
-onl:v granted fir~t rlas, pa!'-' -c in conHcction 
with t!·an-.;fers to senior "'·fgt :;..nts and thosr 
above that rank. It \Vfh the Labour Go.,..crn­
tnf'nt which granted thf' polir2 on transfer 
fir:;.t f'lar,,_ na~s!··-:; from r0n~tabk ~ :111d their 
wivPs and ~children np',\·n rds. It is jv:-:t as 
,,·ell for this correction to be made. While 
hon. m0rnhers on both sides have their indi­
,-idual opini0n on thPsc rnattcrs, I think it 
i quit0 ;dfficicnt for the GoYPrnn1cDt to 
kPow that the members of the Polic0 "Cnion 
are satisf:rd with the work of the Govern­
ment in bette6ng thf< eonclitions of tho force 
generally, and have cxprPSH)d their flTJPf('cia­
tion in no nnccrtain ~\ nv. I think that in 
thP Con1missioncr of Poljco 'Ye have a very 
n blc offic-er: othenvisc. the Goyernment 
would not ha.Yo appointed hin:t. fl~ \YC look 
for merit. He is a gcntlema.n \, ho, a part 
frorn being Commissioner. i" a g-ood citizen. 
I have knov;n him for a nun1l1er of Y'<U .. , and 
I think he is well "·orthy of ·the high 
position he occupic·c, to-cb.v. 

:Mr. BRENNAN: Do you ea•; he i"' abo.-c 
criticism? ~ · 

Hon. A. J. Jones.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR 1\II:\ES: Xo. I 
recognice that hon. members on both sides 
r~1ay critici8e as much as thc.v like; I an1 
expressing rny individuftl opinion. Y\Then I 
was rr1en1bcr for Maryborough, the present 
f'1ammibsioner occupied the position of 
inspector for that di,trict. and I always 
found him very approachable and sympa­
thetic: and, when necessary, finn in the 
execution of his duties. Other n1crnbcrs can 
speak for thc1nsclvos. The Cornmissioner 
received his appoi11tment on his rncrit · fron1 
this Government ·during the time I was a 
member of the Cabinet, and I can stand up 
for the appointment. 

Question pnt a.nd passed. 

POLICE I~VEST:'.rE:XT DOARD. 

The SECH.ET"\RY FOR l\IINES (Hon 
_\ . . ] . . Jones, l'arlrlin(Jton): I beg to rnoYo-

" That £40.000 be granted for ' Police 
Invc·.::tn1cnt !3oard.'" 

:\k CORSEH (JJurnett): I wollld like to 
ask tlw 1\.linistPr if, ,while salari0~ have been 
reduced, tlw superannuation payrnents are 
..also rc·tlnccJ 5 pcl' cent. ? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIFES: Xo. 

PRISO:\S. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IIXES: I beg 
to move-

"That £36.086 be granted for 
'Prisons.'" 

Hon. mcmbcre will notice tha.t there is a 
reduction of £981 in the Yotc this year. 

Question put and passed. 

REGISTRAR-GEXERAL. 

The SECRETARY FOH MIXES: I bog 
to rnovc-

" That £9.345 be granted for 
'Hegistrar-Ceneral.' " 

Hon. membPrs will notice that thoro is a 
decrease in the vote of £931. 

Question put and passed. 

STATE CHILDREX. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IIXES: I beg 
to moYe-

" Thflt £196,915 be g-ranted for ' State 
Children.' '' ~ 

Hon. members will notice that there is a 
decrease in this votn on the an1ount 
appropriated last year of £6.600. 

Mr. FORDE (lloclham]Jton): Mr. 
-Kir\van--
0PPOSITIO~ ME~IBERS : Another stonewall' 

::\li'. :VC?RDE: Hon. members opposite, for 
'30me s1n1 ~ter reason, vvant to ru-:h on to a 
partirular Estimate that concel~ns th0n1selyes 
but I :un going to utilise rny 11riviJegeR i~ 
this Chamber. I alway' add re ·s myself to 
the lion '8 or to the Committee on any 
matter which I consider of jmnortance tO 
Quecnsla nd. 'I'his c-HH~ is of g{·eat impor~ 
tanrc. If hon. gentlemen opposite want to 
rush on to sorne oth0r Yoto that concerns 
thPmedycs it does not mrrttor to me. It does 
ronccrn the people of Quc0nsland that 1ve 
;;;hould di~cnss thi~ question. rrnd I arn going 
to ckruss it, notwith,hnding any point that 
may be raised by hon. mrmbrrs opposite. 
The Yote for the State Children Depart­
ment is of gre~t imnortance, because that 
.department is carryin~g on very useful work 

[Ilon. A. J. Jones. 

in the con1n1U11ity. Yv'hile recognise tl1at 
the d0parttncnt has done gr~ar. work~ there 
aro one or two suggr._,tion::i that I vvould 
like to rnako with a vic~x to ht'lplng people 
\Vho arc benefiting as a re,ult of the gener­
m•i(v shown by the official, of that department. 
'Iho children of the State Childrcu Dcnart­
nlent 1.vill bo tho future men nnd 1.VOmPn 
o> QucPnsland, and the Gm-crnnwnt should 
treat them well. In Cet:tral Queensland 
\\'8 haYe se-veral institutions that arc -caring 
for these children, in addition to the 
thousand::; foster n1otbcrs and natural 
rnothPrs are getting a:-,~i:-:tance fro1n 
this d"Dartn1ent. \Ve ha 1 P the St. Ueorg",-_'s. 
OrphaH-agc and the home that, is being estab­
lished at Patkhurst, which were registered as 
a rcoult of representations made by the hon. 
member for Fitzroy and myself. ,_\!1 tlww 
l101nes arc doing very good \rork .. Tl:cn .we 
hayo tbe ~e0rkol Orphanage, an 1n~t1tut1on 
which I had the opportunity oi visiting 
during the la;:;.t slx 1nonths and which I know 
is can·ving out verv lH3oful \\Tork. There arc 
hundrt:::ds and hulldrcds of ehildren being 
carccl fo.r jn this institution. Yrhich is getting 
D"~ist.ancc frou1 the State Children Dcpart­
nlent. On reading the in<::pcetor's report, I 
a1n plf~ascd to kno\v that the report is 
favourable to this infltitution, and rf:cl's to 
the nrooToss which is being maintained there 
3nd' in /Joth0r sirnilar institutions in Ccnbal 
Qm cnc·lancl. The Director further sa.ys-

" The Statf', howcYt1 1', is caring for 
7.786 children in it' O\\n quiet ay. of 
IYhom 300 urP under hvo year.;; of age, 
and does everything for its C'hildrcn. 
TJ,ev receive all the advantages of edu­
cati;n granted by the State~ and a nu.rn­
l)(•r of thc_d have secured seholarslnps 
and haYe attended or ar0 attending 
seconchtl'\' schoo1s. Sf'veral have passed 
into the' teachin<;" profe sion an cl others 
into the State p~blic service, The rail­
\Ya y service has f'cveral of our boyf'. 
ancl one is the ."Cconcl oR-ict'r in charge of 
a country branch of a leading bank." 

I have to thank the State ChildreH Depart­
nwnt for the way it assi>ts (' hildrcn who 
hayc nas·,od the State "cholarship examina­
tion .... It has been n1y priYik:~P to conw 
across cbildrcn which hnn~ received assist­
anrc £ron1 the dcparbncnt while going 
through their s~condary course. I n1ight 
refer to one child who passed her jun~or 
lJniYcrsjt"( cxan1ination rund later her sen1or 
-uniyc~rqit\· cxan"!ination, and I hn~)C that she 
will be ~dmitted to th,• Ecbcation Depart­
nwnt as a teaeher. That child has ,ho"n 
grt'nt pro1nis0, and the D:rcrtor nnc1 II01ne 
SPrrctar:r haY€' both treated h0r generously. 
The san1e consideration should be extended 
to as nutny case-, as pos:-::ible, br:·ansf'. these 
children should haye the came nght 111 the 
C( 1nmunitv as the :3ons <1lld daug-htLT:" of 
VYf- .tlthy nvooplo. The numbrr of rhildn1 n in 
the ca;·e- of the State Children Department 
ic;: on the increase. because the cleparbnent 
will not turn any, child away. The report 
states that th0rc were 7,7bo State children 
in Queenel~tnd on 31st December, 1921 Of this 
number, 1,064 were boarded out with foster­
n1othors nnd 4,879 IYith fcrnalr relatives, 
,,-hilr 1,074 a re inmate, of 'institutions. 
I think that thcro is a great opportunity 
f0r 1xealthy pCOllJO :in the COilll11Hl1ity to ~hO\V 
their benevolence towuds SLttc children. 
Tlwro are many bri§;'ht little youn1Ftcrs in 
the car,J of the department, and. if thr v were 
only ginm the opportunity. they would make 



Suppoy. [5 SEPTElliBEH.] Supply. lUll 

their mark in the communih. \Vc know 
then_) nro rnany ladies of the~ \Yealthv class 
who prttrotcioe poodle dogs and nets" of all 
klnds nnd spend no eed of hlonc;T on them, 
whcrct~ ~. if thev extended a littie kindncs,, 
tn thr~ State childron, and took the little 
one" out of the institutions in ordor to give 
thctn a ehance iu life, the:y would be doing 
a groat ~Prvif'e to the communit\T. The 
prPscnt GoYPrnrncnt incr,~a,-3:d th'O State 
f·hiidren's sllo,vancc fron1 5s. prr \veck for 
thP first child and 4s. a wN!k for each 
additiunal child to 10s. a we<'k all ronnd. 

::\h. FoL'~Y: That is little enough. 
:\Ir. FORDE: The hon. m em her for Lcich­

hardt .a.·; s that that is little enoug-h, and 
I quite agrC'O \Yith hin1. It is a wonrler thut 
~ornc of ihe1n can carry on v;ith that arnount. 
I \.Yallt the Hon;e Socrctarv to be svnl­
pathctic in cases \Yhen• Iuoth(:rs are waiting 
for rrlic-f, and I 1vould like hin1 to giyo 
ratiull~ for rt short lh'riocl tc) the nwtht~rs 
oi thc·c f'hildrcn. On s0n1o occa~ions I have 
bc;cn able to get rclipf for pcovl:) requiring 
it. but jn other <'.1St';;; it has b('Cll rcfu~--od. 
I know the work of the State Children 
Dcrartmcnt i .-cry diflicult to carry on, 
but the Director and his oflic.,rs tr:: to do the 
fair thing. If the dP;Hl rtment kno\Y of 
'-"':_;se~ vvherc the childrc!l nr(' not being pl'O­
pcdy trPatcd, or where gellL'rou treatn1cnt 
ha' not been meted out to the mothers and 
foster-mothers, they are quick to remedy 
rt. I tlnnk that there an? manv cas'es 
\\here the older mcmbcn of a f,w}ilv are 
expected to contribntc too much towards 
the eupport of the, famil". \Yhcre a 
widow is left with a family, and two 
or three n1ernbers, say, bot\voen the ages 
of ."'jxtcen and bvonty years, arc 1,\·orking, I 
think they arc~ expectPd to pay toD 1nuch 
tc wards the wpport of the home. A boy 
cc rning 17<. 6d. a week ''ill find that it 
takes all his money to clothe himself, and 
the ~an1e thing applies to a girl earning 
22a. 6d. a week. She should not haYc to 
pay more than her fair share. I hope the 
).linistcr will be syn1pathetic in these cases, 
~uH1 not C''i:llect the rncmbers of the farnily 
to pay for the full support of the home. It 
i·' a good thing to encourage' thrift, but in 
son1c eR~·~ hardship is inflicted b0~.ause 
n1cn1bcl's of the fan1ily \Vho arc working in 
offircs. shall", or factorit~s. find thrrt it take~ 
n_Pa~·ly all their money to purchase clothing 
~1n11lar to that worn by other per. -ons 'York­
mg at the same place. Furthermore the,· have 
their fnture to look to. Another m~tti·r· which 
came under my notice vyu... that foster­
mothers get free medical attention for State 
chiJdrcJ in their care, while natural mothers 
do not g-d that privilege. I think that the 
-priYilego should be 0xtendc.~d to the natural 
n1otbor. hcerruo.:o she is in j11st as bad .a ivav 
•financially as th! foster-mother. I hope the 
J-lomc Secretary \YiH giYc that lll8lt0r fa\·our­
able consid0ration, and, if po·~,ible, lncr('asc 
the allo'~ a nee. I find that in "Omo cases 
wh01'0 thPre al'e fiye dJildrc::J the n:wthPr 
gch £2 10s. a wePk. As that j, not sufli­
·CiC'nt to .1.\:CC'[) the hor_nc. tho ~lini~tcr n1ight 
a11o\t r~t.1_ons to bo giYen for a bric.•f 11eriod. 
The I\Ilnistc;· has Lecn generous to thc,vo 
cas os in the past. and I ask hin1 to continue 
th~t gcncr··hity, because it is well de~erycd. 
I knov ca~c"3 of absolute hardshin. i\'hcre 
mothers find it ab,olut.ely irnllo>sibio to find 
fo~d- and clothiilg for fiyc children on the 
£ .. 10s. a week allowed them. 

I ad~it that since the prec,ent Government 
<'2mo mto power the department has been 

more generous than under previous Govern­
ments, but we have established precedents in 
many respects. \Vo ha YO shown our 
generosity to:vards the poor and suffering in 
th,, commumty to a greater degree than 
any pre\·loUs Adrninistration, but, if ,,.e arc 
t-' prove true to the principles underlying 
th: Labour lTIOYen10nt, we Phould not turn 
aside thc~se poor nnfortun~te people, or the 
lntlo clnldrcn who arc deprived of their 
bread\Ylnners a.nd havo no ono to care for 
thorn bvrause thD:v ha~.~p no n1onov et influ­
ential friends. It should be the rig-ht of 
cn'ry child brought m tu the world to have 
reasonably good conditions of life and it is 
the duty of this Government to ~ce to the 
m a ttcr. Over tlw period of six vears ended 
in 1915 the amount paid bv Torv Govern­
lHents to natural and fostCr Jnc;ther~ \Vas 

£124,000, whilst for the six years of Labour 
Uovcrmncnt fol!O\ving that period tho a.llow­
ances totalled £666.000. The amount paid 
to nrrtural mothers ,<]one in 1914-15~the last 
year of Tone Government~',\ as £31 983 · 
and in 1921" the amounts paid by' th~ 
Labour Government to n:~tural mothers were 
£130,861. and tu foster-mothers £24,767. 
Th<hdc the difference: l do not sav that 
the, JWL'sent Gm-ernment ha V" done too 
much. In fact. I sav thcv should do even 
n1ore, but in this pc~rloU Of financial stress 
I know that they are endeavouring to keep 
down the expenditure. The expenditure 
und:'r this head is justified. It is the dis­
charge of a duty we owe to the poor people 
in the conln1unity. rrhe Governn1ent havo 
endeavoured to -show that they realise 
their rF"ponsiLilities i11 this respect, and 
I ''-oulcl mgo the Minister, instead of 
cutting down this department in any way, to 
bn oven more generous, because by so doing 
h:J is giving al]o,vance,;:,. that go towards 
clothing and rrotecting the little ones who 
arc depri vcd of their breadwinners. 

Thoro is another matter I wish to mention 
on this vote. I refer to the rases --;,vhore 
mothers and c.hildren a re de-erted bv the 
husba.nd and father, and the moth'cr is 
reluctant about taking legal proceeding-s 
again.- t the husband. I know such cases 
whore the mothel' has not been able to get 
State aid because sho would not go into 
court. Such a one usually does not want 
h bring a stigma on the fa.mily, or she 
thinks that some little time later t.hc hus­
band may return, and she does not want 
the children to be told that she had to go· 
to court and pro--ccute their father in order 
that they might be maintained. I think 
there are such cases where the State Chil­
dren Department should take the initia­
tive. I do not say that any man should be 
allowed to go seot-frec~hc · should be made 
to maintain his children if possible~bnt there 
arn cases such as I have In(~ntioncd, and such 
a mother is dc•nied the right of State aid. 
If any pro~ocutions are ne,;cssar\·, the depart­
ment should make them. 

The Home Department has been generous 
towards the orphanagcc~much more gener­
ou;:;. than under previous Governments. The 
vote has been increased from £10,441 in 
1914-15 to £14.331 in 1920-21. In conclud­
ing. I a--·k the Acting Home Sccrota.rv to 
make a note of the points I have raised. 
and endeav-our to extend the department's 
gc1wrou·· help to the State children. who 
are as in1portant and valuable to this con1-
rmmity as t.lw children of the wealthv. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Alli•rt): I"rcn;ud 
thrs as one of the most importa.nt eub-

Hon. J. G. Appcl.l 
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departm<'nts of the Home Department, since 
it deals with y,-hat may be termed tho Ycry 
foundations of our comntuni(. --ruunc]y. Lho 
children of the State, whose li \~cs it. is so 
nc~cc sary to conserve. I observe, howevf'r, 
that th('ro is a dccrea3c rat her than an 
incrc~l·~c in nearly every vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR Jl.il!(ES: Do you not 
know that the cost of living is going down? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I take it tha.t is 
lwoanse of the adminiotration of the p1·esent 
Govennncut. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\IrxEs : Yes. 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL: I expecte-d the hon. 
g· ntloman to say that. (Opposition 
laughter.) \Ye are glad to hear it. 'rhen, 
I take it that the inhuman policy initiated 
by the present Governmt>nt of depriYing a 
,,-idow with only one child of an allowance 
for tha.t child is not going to b_, continued? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\fiNES: That is not 
the praetice. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I say it is. 
The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : It depends upon 

the circumstances of thp widoYI'. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The -department 
aclmit the condition of the widow by giving 
her an indigent allowtmc~, and yot they 
sa:· thttt it has improved to such an extent 
that they take away the orphanag-e allowance 
from t.he child. That is a remarkable thing 
for a humanitarian Government. 

Tlw SECHETARY FOR MlXES: That is not so. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I can tell the hon. 
gciJtlcnutn it is. I can give him a f'pecific 
case. I sa.y it is an inhuman polic,·, and it 
is 110 credit to an Adrr1iLjstration who make 
r, snecial clai1n to have done so 1nuch for 
the~ poor and unfortun _._te lllcn~l>cl's of the 
comrnnnhv. 

It is cl~im· d that the prucnt Administra­
tion have largely increuscd the total mnount 
of this vote, but hon. members ,-,-ho make 
tlnt claim fail to tell U' that the numbers 

ho a re forced io receive these allo\vances 
hnx" like\vlsc increased; and you '"ill find 
thnt the increase in the :1n1onnt does not 
cYen C:O\'Pf thu proport-ionate incrc::~sc in the 
co~t of li.-ing. VVhat js tho good of claim­
ing mPrit for a thing \\-bich is obviously 
incorrect? In addition to that, we find 
tlwt just at th?...t point of :1 child's career 
when an allovvanco is n1ore 11cces:-arv than 
PY~1r tlH' grant i.~ to bu di~continurd ber:ctus0 
the unfcrtnnatc ·wornrrn happens to have only 
on0 child. I drim that that ic· not credit­
ab'e, and I stigmatise it a'" e~n absolutely 
inhmnan policY. If the alio·xance is to be 
given, it shou1d be giYon irrcspcctiYe of 
wlwtl1cr the w-ornnn 1:1fl~ ono or more chil~ 
drcn. bcr l,u·'"o the oblir .. 1.tion is proportion­
c~te]y ~ s grcR.t in the :Grst case as \vhcl\ the 
nurnho· is larger. I f!uite agree 1vith the 
Rpt- :tker 1vho has jud re~umcd his sea.t that 
the benefit shonld be cxtondecl, Considering 
the Yastly increased rr:;yenue of tho State, 
I certainly think that theo Administration can 
well affor-d to consider the claims of the 
wido-,,,., and little children, to hom we must 
perforce look for the future development of 
our country, and increase t.ho allo1vanccs to 
an e>:tcnt which will mak<' better provision 
for them, and ma.ke them more able to dis· 
charge those obligations which will fall upon 
thorn as citizens. 

At 4.30 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN: Uudcr the provisions 

of Standinr,- Order No. 307, and of the Ses-

f llon . .J. (/. Appcl. 

sional Order agreed to by the House on 30th 
August, I shall now leave the chair and 
make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIB1IAN reported progr, '· 
The r0sumption of the Committee was made 

an Order of the Day for a later hour of the 
sitting. 

QUESTIONS. 
I:\DEBTIWXESS oF BUILDI:\G TRADES Gnr.n TO· 

STATE ENTERPRISE. 

::Yir. ELPHil\'S'l'OKE ( 0 ·/. y) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" 1. Is the Building Trades Guild 
indebted to any State enterprise under 
his control ' 

" 2. If ~o, which State ontrrprisf';;; are 
eo affected, to what extent, and at what 
date'"' \Yen~ such liabilities incurred."' 

The SECRETARY FOR R\ILWAYS 
(Hon, J. Larcombe, E q .• pel). in the >tbscnce 
of the Secretary for Public Lands (Hon. J. 
H. Coyne, H"arrcgo), replied-

" 1 a.nd 2. A' stated on 30th Auguot last, 
timher was supplied to the Guild on 
credit. A debt of £1.189 is duo to the 
Forc-;t SLlrYice Sa wrnill in re.:;pect to 
this timber. The !o"t. payment to the 
n1ills ·was macle in OctoCcr la~t. ..Action 
is being taken to reduce this indebted· 
1WS~. :' 

CONTRACT OF FOREST:HY DEPART)IEXT FOR 
StrPPLY OF I~IE\VX SLEEPERS TO XEW ZEA­
LAND. 

:VIr. \YALKER (Coaroora) ackcd the Secre­
tarv for Pnblic Lands-

v " 1. \Vhat Eno the t~rrns of the contract 
held bv the Fore;.tn Office for suppl"' of 
hown Sleepers to Xl~W Zc:1land (including 
quantity, dcli,-cry, and price) 1 

'' 2. \Vhat is the date of the contrac:? 
"3. \Vhat quantitv htts hccn supp:ir..J 

to date·, 
1

' 4. ''That royalty pQr 100 sleep~rs ha~ 
1-..,een charged agaln~t thi3 contract·~ 

'' 5. \\'hat is the profit or lo:, · r;11 tlris 
contract to end of la·~t fi;wncial YC'Ir ?" 

The RECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS. 
in the ab~;;£'nre o£ the Secretary for PubliC' 
Land;;;, rr'p1ip·· 

" 1 to 5. As thi~ is a purely bu,.,ino 
tran~action, it i•~, not considerPd advisabll~ 
to disclose to competitors the tcnns of 
the contract rcfcrr•:-d to. The exart tn·n­
flt ·,yiH lw .stntl'd L tcr." 

APPOINTMEX'I' AND ExFE?\SES OJi' OnG.\~~ISERS. 
rxDER PRD~ARY l)Roin:CERS' 0RGAXISATJO)T 

AcT. 
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS ( I'itts1f'ott!t) 

asked the Sccretar J for A gl'iculture-
" 1. \Yhat was the date of appointment 

of IL l\1cAna.lly as an organiser _under 
the Prjrnary Producers' Orga.n13at1on 
Ad? 

"2. \Yhat is the t.;t al urnonnt paid to 
H. }IcAnally from date of appointme-nt 
to 31et July. 1922-(a) Salar}"; (b) ex­
nen~os; (c) other allowances? 
· " 3. \Vhat is the amount paid to II. 
lvlcAna11v under thE} headings contained 
in 2. from 1st August to 30th August, 
1922? 



Qltestions. 

" 4. \Vhat amounts haye hrrn paid, 
rujwdively, to W. Purrcll. \Y. Harr1s, 
Flood Plunkett. and IIolt, iu rc,pect of 
their trip to Syncy anJ ::\I{'lbourne in 
-\j1ril last jcJ connPrtion v;il L onranisa· 
!i< n ~f pri~JW ry producer,... und0r the 
tollowmg headings :-(a) SalA.ry; (b) 
f'Xpense3; (c) a1rv other allo\Yances? 
What was the rate of-(<t) Salary; (b) 
expenses and allo\o:ance::; paid in these 
casl~s ') 

" 5. Was any report furnished by thes.e 
genrlen1en? If so. wjJl he lay a c·opy 
of such report on the table of the Ho nee'? 

"6. Has any pan1phlet. article. or 
other writing referrin?,' to the que·,ti.oner 
been issued bv or at the instn nco of anv 
n1cmbPr or Dlcn1bcr of thr Ccnncil ~f 
Agricnlture or any Ach·isory Ho>trd '? 
1-Ias any of the work in co1m(~:,;tion "'~Tith 
the sending- out such rt nan1phlet. article, 
or other writing relating- to the quc~tioncr 
been don~ in his dcparh11cnt." 

The SECRETARY FOR \GRIC't.:LTCRE 
(lion. IY. N. Gilles, Euclwm) l'<'plicd-

" 1. The appointment of li. l\I~Anally 
as provisiona-l orgauiser datf''~ from 19th 
June last. but assent to thl' Primarv 
Producers' Organisation Act was n~t 
giwn until 15th August, 1922. 

'' 2. The total amount- as provisional 
organiser-(a) £24; (b) £5 7s. 9d.; (c) 
£15 15s. 

"3. (a) £37 6s. Bel.: (b) £~ 16s. llcl.; 
(t) nil. 

"4. (a) Salary-\V. Purc0ll. nil; W. 
Ilarris, nil; Flood Plnnk0tt. nil; IIolt, 
£31 13s. 4d. (b) Ext>en,ws-£14 5s.: £14 
15>. 2d. : £14 5s. ; £24 19, 9d. (t) ..\!!m;~ 
am•f•·c-£19 l9i<.; £19 19s. ; £19 19s.; nil. 
Rate (u) salary-Nil in the case of ::Vlessr-. 
PurrelL I-Iarris, and Flood Plunkctt. 
:\[r. Holt was paid at the rate of £600 a 
year. (b) Expenses aed allmYanc<>·-The 
fir~t thrc{~ gt~ntlcrr10n rn0ntinncd nt the 
rate of £115~. a dac ~Ir. Itclt at £1 Ss. 
a day. · 

"5. Ko. 
"6. No." 

Questions. 11()3 

Co)E,nssroN To INQUIRE INTO MEANs FOR 
DESTROYING PRICKLY-PEAR. 

!Vfr. CORSER (IJurnett) asked the Pre­
rrner-

" Considering tho ever-increasing diffi­
culty met with by those who are endea­
vouring to combat prickly-pear in certain 
district,, will he, failing direct action, 
confer with the Secretary for Public 
Lands for the pm pose of securing a 
commisBion, with il hope of providing 
hirn wit'h firsr-hand infornuttion fron1 
farmers and settlers concerned as to the 
quickest and best m<'ans of according 
re asona.blc assistance, and providing 
evidence that the State is lacking in its 
dnty by allowing Crown lands to rein­
fest the selections and roads of those who 
are being compelled by the Government 
to clear?" 

The PREMIER (Hon E. G. Thcodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" The matter is under con"'-idcra.t:ion." 

ExPEKDITURE ON OuTDOOR RELIEF. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 'vVhat amount has been expended on 
outdoor relief for the months of January, 
February, March. April, JYiay, June, 
July, and August, 1922, respectively?" 

The SECRETARY FOR ;'vliNES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Patldington), in the absence of 
the Homo Secretary (Hon. IV. 2\<IcCormack, 
Cairm), replied-

" Detailed information 'vi!! be em­
bodied in a report which will shortly be 
tabled." 

REPORT ox L)!E)fPLOYED ".IEMBERS OF 
FEDERATED SHIP PAINTERS AND DOCKERS' 
UKION. 

Mr. KIC\IG (Lor,{({n) a'kccl the Treasurer-
" 1. Has his attention bcPn drawn to 

i-hc rc1101't of a union >Secretary. contained 
in the July number of the 'Queensland 
IndtFtria l Ga~etto,' at page 519, ·which 
read a" follows:-

District. Union. Conf1i- ! Pro"-pt'd~. , X umber Un-1 Cause of Un-1 General Rern'trks. 
tiom. • _ (']J'Jl]~ecl._l_:"lploy)11~~t: 1__ . _______ _ 

------1-----

1 

Brisbane .. 1 Federated 
Ship 

V er)' 
bad 

Gloomy .. , Eighty Lack of i For the want of a bigger (1ock 
! (approx.) work ' in Brisbrmc a great deal of 

I Painter'" 
r ancl 

Dockers 

" 2. Is such report correct·: 
" 3. If so, does he propose to make 

provision for better docking facilities 
in Brisbane?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore) 
replied-

" 1. Y-es. 
" 2. I cannot offer an opunon '' ithout 

making full inquiries into the statc­
n1ents. 

" 3. The matter will receive considera­
tion." 

ship repair ·work i::; sent to 
Sydne;·. At the ]lrr"ent time 
thr-rP are three A. P.S.N. Co.'s 
steamrrR unrler. ovr-rh:n1J in 
Sydn~>y, ·which the Company 
woul(l overlut11l in :Srit~btlne 
providing thPrP wrrc better 
tlorking facilities. 

OPERATIONS OF \VATER S1:PPLY DEPARTi\!ENT'S 
BORIKG PLANTS. 

O.Ir. YOWLES (Dalby) asked the 
Treasurer-

" 1. How manv of the \Yatc·r Suppbr 
Department'" bo'ring plants wero oper­
ating during last financial year? 

" 2. How many were hun" up during 
the whole of part of tho year; and, in 
the latter oases, for what periods? 

" 3. Has it been found necessary during 
the past three financial years to write 
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off portion of the cost of bores put down 
by the \Vater Supply Department? 

" 4. If so, in what cases, and what 
\Yas the amount writt•m off in each 
C'ase? 

" 5. Is it a fact that during last finan­
cia.l year claims were made by employees 
on the \Vater Supply Department's 
boring plants for award rates of wages, 
and) in consequence, retrospective pay­
ments ·wore m ado? 

"6. If so-(a) how many men were 
affected; (b) what period did the retro­
spective payment cOY er in each case; 
,.nd (c) w.Jmt were the amounts of retro­
spC'ctivo payn1onts, respectively?" 

The TREASURER replied­

" 1. Four. 

" 2. No plants were hung· up, but two 
plant, having completed the bores 
8nsagod upon ·were inoperative for 
periods of six v.reoks and six and a-half 
rnonths, respectively, until funds were 
available for other work, 

"3. 0Yving to a grass fire at} the 
Gcrilltla. bore, the sum of £1,049 7s. 6d. 
was paid to fldjoining selectors as com­
pensation for the destruction of fences 
and grass, and that sum was not chargod 
to th0 cost of the bore. Also an amount 
of £234 15s. lOd being the cost of 
adtlitional work at Stamfordham, a.fter 
the bore was handed over to t.he trust, 
was not charged to the capital cost. 

" 4. Sec answer to :c\ o. 3. 

'' 5. The dcpartn1cnt \Yas paying the 
award rates which were considered 
applica.hle to the duties, and the'e rates 
were quf~stioncd only when the general 
secretary of the Engine Drivers and 
Firemen's As•·ociation called at the 
Treasury in November, 1921, and com­
plained that members of his union were 
not receiving tho coTrect ratr9. Inquiries 
"ore immediately instituted, and. as the 
1·esult of a conference, it was decided to 
pay the increased a.mounts and make 
them retrospective. 

"6. (a) Seventeen. (b) Yariouo periods 
between 6th March, 1919. and 30th No­
vember, 1921. (c) The total payments 
amounh·d to £308 17s. 2d .. the individual 
amounts being as fellows :-£2 9s., £17 
5s., £6 15s .. £12 Ss., £12 17s. 6d., £4 
lb. 6d .. £36 19s. 6d., £37, £32 15s. 6d., 
£19 12s. 6d .. £17 Ss. 2d., £12 Ss. 2d., 
£37 9s.. £26 12s. 6d., £22 12s. 6d., 
£8 3s. Stl., £1 9s. Sd." 

REPORT OF 
SPECIFIC 
PEAR. 

RANGEH CO:-i:-iOLLY ON NEW 
FOil DESTRUCTION OF PRICKLY-

Mr. VO\VLES asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" 1. Heferring to articles appearing 
in tho ' Daily Mail ' of 12th Apnl, 1922, 
9th May, 1922, and 15th May, 1922, 
relative to a 'now specific' for the 
destruction of prickly-pear, has he yet 
received a finrrl rqJort from Ranger 
C'cmnolly as to the results of the experi­
ments condncted with this specific? If 
so, v.ere the results satisfactory, and does 
he consider the new specific likely to be 
of practical yalne? 

"2. \Vho arc the penons interested 
in this 110\Y spcdfic '! 

"3. V'Vha.t is the arnount of expendi­
ture bv the Go1·ornment in connection 
with this new specific, and to whom were 
pa:;ments rnade ?" 

The SECHE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 
the absence of the Secretary for Public 
Lands, replied-

" 1. l'rogrrss reports on],. haye been 
rcf'civcd. 

" 2. As far as the department is a ware, 
the specific is owned by the Koxious 
Wtods Proprietary Limited, 

" 3. As is custom , t-y in the case of 
persons wishing to demonstrate 'the value 
of a pri"_·ldy-pear 11oison, an offi~er was 
-deputetl to "a.tch the ,demonstratiOns on 
behalf Qf the department. This officer's 
expensos \Vere nogligiblt•. as he ·was able 
to attend the demonstrations while in 
the loccdities on other \York. In tlddi­
tion, railwa v passes to the different 
localities we"re issuerl to the demon­
~trator'i!, as is done in all similar cases." 

:c\G}!BEH OF A<>SISTED hr:lifGRANTS Sil\CE 30TH 

Jm>rc, 1907. 
J\lr. WARRE:\" (llurrumba) asked the 

Premier-
" IIo\v many a··,-:;isted in11n1grants 

arriYed in Quf'"'nslanU during each of the 
financial ye::trs since 30th June, 1G07 ?" 

Tlw PRE11IER replied-
" The figures \vill be obtained and 

tabled." 

REPORT O"< UKniPLOYEn ).IE}JBERR OF A c:s­
TIULIAN FEDERATED l'XIOX OF LOC0}I01'IYE 
ExG!XE"JIEX. 

:VIr. T. R. ROBERTS (Hast T0o ,.0om ba) 
a: ked the Secretary for Ita ilway-

'' Has he seen the statPnlt'nt, as appf ar~ 
in the 'Qncensland Industrial Gazette' of 
July. 1922, pag~ 518. nntlcr the hcc,dinp; 
of ; R0ports fron1 1Jnion Secretaries/ of 
which the follm;ing ;, an extract:-

! I T T 

Comli- 1 Pro'tJcct.• 1 ::\umber 1,n- Cansc of Un-
tions. 'I · 1

1 

employed. , cmploynwnt. 

I 
Brisbanr . . Anstr:1lian Fair .. ~ Goo(l 

1-'ccleratcd 
rnion of 

IJoeomoth.::' 
Enginemcn 

" Is such statement ('Orrf'ct ?'' 

Gerwral Remark:;:. 

Drivers an(l firf'mrn -1-Jlrou~hont 
the St~:te are making nearly 
full tirne, bnt clcanrrs ron~ 
tinuc on ::;!tort timr, as a 
result of which engines are in 
a ver)-7 dirty condition. There 
is ample work for rJ,''l.ncrs 
brJng r,rnp1o~ ,,,J m1 fnU time, 
but Pf'Onomy 1, br,ing C'ffcctPd 
by allowin~ dirty cnginl _, to 
be in S.'rvic". 
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The SECRETARY FOrt P"AIL\YAYS 
(Hon. J. Lurcombe, llr.pprl) repli<'J --

" :\'o.'' 

ACCUSATIO::\' OF BRIBERY. 
l\Ir. PETERSO:\' (Tonnanl!y): I give 

notiC" that to-morrow I will ask the 
Attornry-G(~nf'rnl-

" 1. \VhRt amount was colleoteJ in 
premiums b:,~ tlw State Insurance Depart­
ment in the ~daunt Morgan district 
riUI·in" the financial period 1918 to 1922 
for industrial di eases purpo-cs? 

"2. \Yhat amount has been disbursed 
by the State Insurance Department 
during the above period to-

(n) Sufferers frorn n1.iners' phthisis or 
Dthcr industrial disca~cs. 

(I!) Dc]lcndents of the aboYc ?" 
I\Ir. FoHDE: That "\Von't save you. 

l\Ir. PETERSOX: It will not sa ye the 
hon. m•·mbcr at the Federal election, < ither. 

1\fr. FORDE: I did not take a bribe. at <111}' 

rate. 
Mr. PETERSO~: :VIr Spcahr, the hon. 

member for Rockhampton diAindlY inferred 
that I had taken a bribe. (Govemment 
dis,ent.) 

()pposrnox ::\fr"'IBF.RS: He did. 

l\Ir. PETF.RSOX: I a-k that the hon. 
lll• mbcr he made to withdraw. (Disorder.) 
I ask hi1n to -:av it outside. (Reno,vod 
di~ordcl~ .) ~ 

The SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon. 
mombc·r for Rockhampton infer thttt the hon. 
InQnlber for ::\orrnanby had taken a bribe? 

Mr. FORDE (Roch:hr11nplon): I said that 
I would not take a bribe. (Disorder.) 

:\1r. BEBBING1'0X: The hon. member did 
not say that. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! Does 
ihe hon. memhe1' for Rockhampton infer that 
the hon. member for 2'\ormt1nby has taken a 
bribe? If he does, he is quitc out of order, 
and n1ust 'vithdraw 

2\fr. FORDE: I said that I v.ould not take 
a bribe. 

Mr. FRY: The hon. membci' alwayB 
f•quivocatcs. 

1\fr. FORDE: I did not make any infer· 
0nce; the hon. member for Xormanby mig-ht 
haYc taken that inference from what I said. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon. 
Ir,ember for Rockhampton infer that the hon. 
member for X orman by had taken a bribe? 

Mr. FRY: De honest about it! De a man 
for once l 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

'\Ir. FORDE : nmde no infcreilce; he 
might take onr if it fits hin1. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. nHm­
her must withdraw the statement if he did 
infer that the hon. member for Normanbv 
had accepted a bribe. " 

Mr. FORDE : I dirl no£. Mr. Sneaker; he 
drew that inft'rence himself, no douht. 

0PPO~fTIOX ::\1>~:\IBERS : Oh ! Oh ! 

PAPERS. 
The follmYing- papers were laid on the table, 

and orclcred to be printed:-
Report of the Chief Inspector of 

::\1achinery and Scaffolding- for the 
year ended 30th June, 1922. 

Report of the l'v.Iarine Department for 
the year 1921-1922. 

Report upon the Government. Central 
Sug-•n Mills. 

SUPPLY. 
Rr',UMPTION OF Co:~nnTTEE~~NIXTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 
(Jir. li:irwan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 

Hmm SECRET.HtY's DEPART:IlENT. 
STATE CHILDREX. 

Question stated-" That £196,915 be 
granted for ' State Children' "~ 

::\lr. STOPFORD (JI aunt Jl orgrzn): After 
li·tening to the remarks of the hon. member 
for A!bert., I sincerely trust the Minister will 
reply to his accusation that, when a widow 
with only one child seeks relief, no matter 
what her circumstances rnay be, invari­
a bi v re' lie£ is refused. I take it the hon. 
men1bcr for Albert gleaned that information 
from a paragraph in the report of the 
Director. That statement might be con· 
strued to mean what the hon. g·cntleman takes 
it to mean, but it has a totally different mean· 
ing for a broad-minded and unbiassed reader. 
My c•xpcrience in dealing- with applications 
to the State Children Department has always 
been that each case is dealt with on ih 
indiYidual merits. I have had man,-. oppor· 
!unities of knowing- the work done by this 
dcpartn1cnt. Any hon. n1en1ber roprc~enting 
a large industrial centre n1ust soone1· or later 
haYe casf'o broug-ht under his notice which 
require the attention of this dcpartm ·nt. The 
Director .and his assistant, 1Ir. Clarke, have 
always been mo't sympathetic in dealing with 
applications that baYO co1no fro:m n1y elector­
ate. They arc bound entirely by the Act, 
There are certain provisions dealing with 
widows and orphans which I believe it is the 
dutv of the Government to have amended. 
l:nder the Act unless a widow can state 
that she is abs~lutely destitute, she cannot 
obtain sustenance. I think that the Labour 
GovorHment, who proclaim to the "·oriel the 
benefits of their leg-islation and administra· 
tion for the "bottom dog," cannot hope to 
live and sustain their nosition if they are 
going- to continue along' the line3 contained 
within the four corners of the Act. I qmte 
realise that where son1o hardsllip n1ight 
result because of certain provisions in the 
\et the Home Secretary will deal with the 

matters sympathetically; but I believe that 
the Government should place the matter 
absolutely beyond the discr ctionary powers 
even of the member of this party ;.vho for 
the time being may hold the positiOn of 
Homo Secretary. The Act should bo m;wnde_d 
to provide the €Xact amount that a widow IS 
to have for each member of the family. The 
Act should provide that she may have a 
reserve fund· and still draw the sustenance 
provided under the Act. Many women are 
cmfitted, throug-h lack of cxperwnco and 
be< ·1use thcv are unfitted temperamentally, to 
embark up~n a certain business. 'They face 
lhe world after the breadwinner has gone, 
Thev have a certain amount of money in the 
ban!(, and, according to the Act they cannot 
hope to obtain sustenance until they hav2 
dej)leted that amount of money, which ! look 
upon as a prop:r rcserye fund to rn.eet cn·cum­
stanccs that might anse at any time. Take 
the case of a woman with £150 in the bank 
and baYing four or fiv.e children dependent 
upon her. According to the Ac~, unless she 
is reducc.cl to the level of a destitute person, 
sbe cannot hope for any relief: One of the 
greatest assets to the State IS a healthy, 

JJ11·. Stopford.] 
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educated, nsmg generation. The Act practi­
cally says that she has to exhaust what pro­
bably has taken hGr and her husband years 
to accumulate. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: And probably what 
has been collected for her bv some charitc bL 
institution. " 

At 4.45 p.m., 
::vir. POLLOCK (Oregor_y), ono o£ the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, reiieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. STOPFORD: That is so. She cannot 
hope to take advantage of that fund, and 
sh is therefore in no better position than a 
person who has made no provision at all. 
That is economically unsound and from " 
hurnanitarian point of vie\v 'and fron1 the 
point of view of the development of the State 
it is also unsound. According to the Act: 
the department is only permitted to level 
down and cannot lev-el up. Take another 
case of an unfortunate woman "rith £150 in 
the bank with four children. She might have 
her own home. The State Children De­
partment might advance to her somewhere 
in the vicinity of £1 10s. to £1 15s. per week 
to maintain herself and four children. She 
has to pe.int that home at stated intervals 
pay rates and insurance, and n1ake provisio~ 
for the children if they should be seized with 
sudden illness. I am asonming that the, chil­
dr 'n are protected by some lodge benefit 
wh10h enables them to obtain free medical 
attention. \Vhen a child becomes suddcn!v 
ill, the lodge doctor mav not be available 
and she may ha ~e to call in another doctor t~ 
attend to the chrld, and have to pay a guin ,a 
or whateve~ the fee may be; but, if she has 
no reserve ,und, probably the docior will not 
c:Jm'.' if l;e ~nows that· he is not going to 
reccrve hrs ,e-e. That mav seem a harJh 
shternont, but it ~as boon my experience of 
:-on1o 1nernbers ot the rucdi( '11 profPssion, 
although I have no dc-,ire to L vel such a 
charge agninst the whole of tho members of 
the profcs:sion. V\7e hayo to-day a 1-lorne 
13-r::cretar:c 1.\~ha ia syrnpathctically disposed 
t~wards th?'.e peopL, bee a use I have known 
hrm adjudrcate favourably in eet·tain cases; 
but in other ( ,lsos I hav-e knov,:n hin1 to adjudi­
cd.tG in a very unfavourable Inanner, and I 
do not think, as a Labour Government that 
"· e sh~:mld face the people _with the kno>~lcdgc 
that Jt rests on the dPclR>On of one member 
of our party as to whether relief shall be 
given in circumstances such as that. I 
sincerely trust that th2 hon. gentleman in 
charge of the Estimates will endeavour to 
bring this m<1tter before the Cabinet. Even 
if it were to cost another £50 000 a vear 
there are enough W•ealthy people' from who~ 
we should llon1and a certain amount of the 
"·ea!th that we, as a class, proclnce for them 
to help those of our class who have fallen by 
the way. 

There is another aspect of this department 
that calls for attention. There are many 
widow's in this State to-day who lost their 
husbands at the war, and the~- are in receipt 
of military pensions. I have in my mind a 
'•tsc in my electorate where a widow is strug­
gling to maintain eight children and she 
gets something like 4s. a week 'from the 
military at1thorities to maintain those chil­
dren. ·when I approached the Director he 
stated that it is the dnty of the military 
authorities to see that those children arc 
properly cared for, If the Federal Govern­
ment or the military authorities refuse to 
recognise their responsibilities in cases of this 

[Mr. Stopford. 

description, then the State :pepartment should 
rise supc·rior to any techmcalrty .a,nd exten.d 
either permanent or temporary aosJstance. We 
should go further than the,t, and the Govern­
n1cnt as a Government should n1ako repre­
sentations to the Fedc·ral' Government drawing 
attention to such cases and then, wlien 
publicity is given to the m' utter, if the Federal 
Government or the militar~ authontws,. or 
whoever is responsible for the small pens10n 
paid to-day _in such cases as. I have dcscri~~e~l, 
rofilse to o·1v-e further a8-:oistanco, the S, ate 
should ris; to the occa·-ion and make the 
pension up to what \Ye con~idol· is a fair 
amount. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East 7'no<roomb~t): 
So that there ma-y be no n1isunderstanchng 
of the statenwnt made by the hon. member 
for .Albert I propose to read a short para­
graph on {)ago 8 of the Director's report-

" As a. rule ast.istanco is not grante-d 
to one child 'unless the mother is an 
invalid and unable to earn tho a.-crage 
wage for a won1an . . , 

That is very definite. That is one matter· 
that the l\1inister might give consideration 
to. It assumes, first of all, tlutt if the 
widow is an invalid and unable to earn the­
average wage, then t?c as-,,istanrc will be 
given. \Yhcn we consrclcr that the average 
\Yago of a \YOman would not be n1ore than 
£2 5s. per wcsk and she woul~ ha,-e to )'o 
working all the trme to earn tnat, an<;~. tne 
average child living under these condi~Io:t?s­
would be three or four years of age, 1t rs 
hard]•, fair that that rule should apply, and 
I thi~k there is some justification for the 
statement of the hon. member for Albert. 
Early in this scscion I esked for some infor­
mati'on in connection with the State Chil­
dren Department. \Ve have several ti~es 
taken exception to lVrinisters ~i.de~tepp_Ing 
questions, and the Minister P\actJCall;c -!de­
stepped my questiot; on tnat o-9-casron. 
\\'hether he was advrsed by the otncer JL 
charge of the ·department or whether it "as 
off his O\vn bat I do not know. but I do not 
propose to allow it to pass without showing 
the posjtion. 

The SECRETARY FOR ·MINES: I am respon­
sible for all questions an'·'' ered by me, 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: On 12th July I 
asked this question-

" 1. "What number of childrcll (a) under· 
ten year> of age, (b) over ten and undce 
fourteen, have been discharged r s State 
childnn durino- the half-vear ended 31st 
December, 1921'. and tho "lwlf-;-e..tr ended 
30th J uno, 1922? 

" 2. \:Vhat was the saYing to the 
department?" 

This wa, tho an',wer-
" 1. Children under fourteen years are· 

not discharged 0xcept in cases >Yhero it is 
found that they arc not entitled to State 
aid. 

" 2. There is no saving to the depart­
n1cnt, as the vote is for children who arc 
entitled to State aid." 

That is no answer to my question. It was 
not a quc--tion with !ne as to \vhether they 
were entitled to be discharged or not. I 
asked the quHtion beco,use a number of per­
sons have come to me with lists from the 
department showing. that their c~ildron ha~ 
been discho,rged clurmg those penods, and. 1 
am entitled to know what number of chrl­
drcn has been discharged during the year. 
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I assume there was a reason for the children 
~ucing discharged, but I wanted to know the 
HLunbe.r, and that was tho ans'''er I got. 
l wa, not going to be satisfied \Vith that 
answer, and on the 1st September I asked 
this qtH .:;tion-

" \Vhat is the total number of children 
di.Jchargcd fron1 State control during 
[icrio.l 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 1922 
-(a) HaYing reached <~ge of fourteen 
years; (b) at request of part:>nt or guar­
dian; (c) on rcconnncndation of Con­
troller of State children for, in his 
opinion, being adequately n1aintaiued ?'' 

'The answer I got shows this rcmarkab!o 
1f0sition: that out of 1,458 childr•"n who 
·;,·ere discharged under all circumstances, 913 
were ·discharged on the recommendation of 
the Director of State Children, because. I 
~Lssun1e, in his opinion, they 'Ycre adequately 
maintained. The number for the different 
'llistl'icts woro: Sou thorn district, 660; Cen­
tral district. 106; Northern district, 147. 

The S'ECRETARY FOR :\1IXES: Is that the 
~1uestion you complain of as not being 
ans·wcred? 

Mr. T. R. JtOBERTS: Ko; I am com­
:plaining about the first question asked in 
.July, which the Home Secretary would not 
. <tnswer. He sidestepped it. 

The hon. member for Jlllount J111organ 
1oointed out instance·, where the mothers of 
-{·hildren are suffering O\Ying to various 
·decisions of the Director of State Children, 
,-upported ultimately by the Rome Secre­
'tan:. He has told us of mothers who have 
a c'crtain amount of money. I have in my 
mind two mothers at Toowoomba, whosc 
•r hi_ldren have recently been di3<-hargcd from 
.~tatc control. In one case a certain sum of 
1none::,y vvaB raised for this won1an by rnen 
in. the \Vest, who recognised that cche had 
lost her breadvvinner and had been thrown 
on th world to do the be ;t possible for her 
.·hildren. She came to Toowoomba and got 

~ornc as·,.]stanco; under what cir­
[5 p.m.] cumstances I cannot say. Later 

on, after reviewing the circum­
,,tances, they decided to take the chikhen 
{:ut, and were told that thi money which 
was subsc·ribed by well-intentioncd persons 
must be used for the maintenance of tho 
-children. The woman came to me about it, 
and I asked her what -he was g·oing to do. 
The words of the hon. member for :!\Iount 
)1organ thi:; afternoon come into n1y n1ind. 
She said, " I would like to go into business, 
·hut I have only just come into the city and 
-do not know the place, and I might lose my 
rnonev if I started too quickly." She said 
she did not want to lose the money. because 
in that case she would have to go back for 
~ta to assistance. 

I have a case in my mind where some 
1noney came to a widow fro1n insurance, and 
h,)r father \va•~ in a position to give her 
-halter. The State allowance has been 
>lopped lately, and she has been told that 
'he must utilise the insurance moneY. She 
has already paid a large portion of it for 
medical attendance for her late husband. 
·She is only getting a cover ovei' her head 
through the kindl,less of her father, who is a 
working man in the city. Under these con­
ditions I am not going to say that the 
department is administered humanely. It is 
certainlv not administered as you would 
.expect it to be by a Labour Government. 

These are vory sE-rious charges ag·ain::;t the 
department in connection with people who 
happen to have a few pounds. Tho reason 
whr I have referred to this matter more 
fully than I should otherwise have done is 
because these Estirnates arc in charge of the 
Sccrctarv for JIIIincs. I remember the hon. 
gentleman making a speech here in 1907-it 
was on another matter altogether-in which 
he ~lid not subscribe to this policy of 
making the people suffer through the mon<:>y 
wh1ch other members of the family might 
have. \Vhcn the Kidston Government intro­
duced the Old Age Pensions Bill in 1907, it 
contained a clause which provided that the 
pension would be paid, but that the Govern­
ment had the right to call on the sons and 
daughters of the old-age pensioner to con­
tribute about 2s. per week. 

The SrcmT.IRY FOR Me;r:s: I believe that 
there should be no qualifications. 

J\Ir. T. R ROBERTS: The Minister's 
!"emOI:J. is something like 'my own, and he 
B anbc1pahng what I have to read. The 
Minister is reported, vide " Hansard " 1907, 
page 1517, to have said-

" Another objectionable clause is 
clause 20, which compels the relatives to 
contribute towards the keep of their 
parents. In my opinion, that is dis­
couragement to thrift . 

"Mr. Jenkinson: Do you object to it? 
"Mr. JONES: Yes, I do. I think that 

every person should get the pension as a 
right. It does not matter whether thoi r 
children are in a position to keep them 
or not. 

'Mr. Jenkinson: You believe that 
e\·cryhody should have a pension. 

" :!\fr. .JONES: CPrtainlv. Evervbodv 
who reaches Cl CPrtain age' should have a 
pension. Clause 20 ·will be a discourage~ 
ment to those who arc thriftv, and the 
parf nts who have good aJ"Hl dutiful 
children will be penalised because the 
pension will only be paid to the parents 
of children who are doing nothing to 
maintain them. There might be other 
parents 11·ho are just as deserving of a 
pension and who have good and dutiful 
children, but because they have good 
ch!ldrcn theo;, do not reap the benefit of 
t h1s pens10n. 

I am quoting that, because in the <tbsence 
of the Home Secretarv I wctnt the Secretarv 
for Mines to deal with the particular c?,se~ 
mentioned by the hon. member for Rock­
hampton, the hon. member for l\fount 
M01·gan, and myself. I think that the 
methods of the department in dealing with 
these case" arc not humane. vVhere monev 
has been subscribed by the public to assist 
a widow and her children it should be looked 
upon as a gift to them, The State should 
not benefit because some kind-hcarted people 
have rendered the widow assistance. 

I regret that we find oursehe'!l discussing 
the Estimates without having the reports of 
all the departments before us. In this case 
we have the renort. and one itPm is in·con­
nection with the \V est brook Reformatorv. 
It v:ill be remembered that on a provio~s 
('ccasion some references 'vere made to the 
changes which took place at vVestbrook uncler 
the regime of the then Homo Secretary, the 
present Secretary for Public Instruction. I 
said then that I would be one of the first to 
conf!'ratulate the superintendent on making 
good at Westbrook. I have done that on 

1vlr. T. R. Roberts.l 
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prcvions otca~,ions, and I want to do it again 
to-day. The report shows that the State 
should have the utmost confidence in the 
superintendent. :'\o one can read the report 
without being· fully satisf1ed of the whole­
hPartednoss of the supcrlntcndent and h1s 
wife in connection with the State children 
thoro. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IIXES : Is that in your 
elcctorltto? 

::\Ir. T. R. H.OBERTS : It IS m my 
electorate now. I a•sume from the inter­
iect.ion of the l'VIinister that the Govcrnn1cnt 
1ntend to take up the position that we have 
no right to discms State institutions which 
are in our electorates. 

Mr. GLEDSOCi: You are assuming wrongly. 

:\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: I saw the 
prornpting, and the hon. 1nember who 
prompted. 

Mr. FoRnE: 'The leader of ihe Opposition 
the other night said that I had no right to 
discuss the V':estwood Sanatorium. 

Mr. VOWLEB: You arc a ''sticky beak." 

I\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: uncle;· the redis­
tribution sc·heme, the vV est wood Reformatory 
cotncs into the En•t 'roo\voon1ba elc~L'toratc. 

Mr. GLEfJSOX: vYc \\ant to know whether 
you arc fishing for votes or not. 

The SECHETAUY FOil JlilrXES: \Ye know that 
he is. 

Mr. T. R. HOBERTS: This institution is 
now in the East Toowoomba electorate. :lnd 
I an1 proud to have an :institution 'vhich is 
managed ucclcr thcso conditions in my 
electorate. In these days we are out to do 
something for the mau 'on the land, and we 
arc lookjng for peovle who are able to 
instruct tho.-.c who arc~ cngagTd in the agri­
cultural inJustrv. Here is a 1nan who is 
worth a great deal to the department in that 
respect. The Director, in referring to the 
work at \Ycstbrook, sa,s-

" The older boys" are taught farming, 
dairying, fruitgrowing, gardening, clear· 
ing land, fencing, cooking, and a general 
repairing of farm implements. During 
the year they add some useful training 
in building, for they built a 100-ton 
hayshcrl. an e]cyen-ctalled stable, and 
an implement she'd The boys take a 
very keen interest in anc· constructive 
work. Thev were at their best at har­
vesting and' threshing time." 

This is the part uf the report which I con­
sider of most importance, more particularly 
to those engaged in thr' agricultural indus· 
try, because we knave that this will be for 
the benefit of these boys-

" \V e have had another successful year 
in the fa.rm-no serious posts to contend 
with. Our sheds and silo are full of 
grain and fodder, and we have a lot of 
hav and straw in stack•. An additional 
thicrty-five acres were cleared· and fenced, 
and now there is a good crop growing 
on it. The wheat was successful, and 
passed throug.h the vVheat Board and 
sold as seed wheat-" 

I think that those paragraphs arc worth 
giving publicity to. This gentleman is not 
handling the best Df material, but he is 
going to send that material out into the 
Sta.te of Queensland and the Commonwealth 
much better than it wa~ before it came into 
his hands. I pay him that compliment this 
afternoon. 

[Jiir. T. R. Robcrts. 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S (Bowcn): There are ono 
or two remarks which have been made by 
hon. members opposite that require somo 
reply, especial1y those in reference to the 
giving of assistance. The last hon. member 
who spoke :<aid that a.s.:iista.nco 1vas not gi vcn 
t 1 a widow with one child. 

The SECUETARY FOH I\IINES: He is quite 
incorrect. 

l\Ir. COLLINS: He i5 incorrect to some 
extent. The hon. member for Mount !\'!:organ 
made reference to it, too. The practice is 
Fet out quite plainly in the report. This is 
what it says-

" As a general rule, assistance is not 
granted for one child unless the mother 
is an invalid and unable to earn the 
average \Yage for a woman." 

It is no uc,e beating about the bush. It is 
put there plainly. What do the words 
'' general rule" mean? 

The SECRETAHY FOR MJXES : He does not 
say that a woman with one c'.lild does not 
get a ~si stance. 

Mr. COLLINS: I want our friends on 
the other ,,ide to be quite consistent in this 
matter. They arc complaining from time 
to time about the amount of monov which tho 
Government are spending. · 

Mr. 1\-loRGAN: You never heard any corn· 
plaint from this side a,bout the expenditure 
on this vote. 

Mr. COLLINS: If there are not sufficient 
funds to provide the extra money for a 
widow with one child, then the Government 
should not hesitate to put an extra tax on 
all income' over £1,500 a. year. I want hon. 
members opposite to be consistent, especi­
ally the hon. member for East Toowoomba, 
because I intend to keep him right up to 
the mark. If he believes that there should 
be no refusal by the Government when· a 
woman with one child is an applicant and 
the breadwinner is taken ccway, then we 
should not hesitate to put a tax on the 
shoulders of those best able to bear it, and 
se0 that tho child gets a fair deal. 

l\1r. T. R. ROBERTS: l'\o one will ever 
object to paying a tax for that purpose. 

1\lr. COLLINS: If tho Government wer0 
to introduce a proposal to put a tax on all 
income,. over £1,500 a year for the purpo"' 
of provjdiug this n1oney, then v•:c should be 
hitterly oppo,,cd by hon. member_ oppo-itl'. 
There is so :1ctl1ing bcrc in the Director's 
report. under the headi:cg "Hir, cl Out,'' 
that I would like to road. It say---

" Boys and girls are sent out to ser· 
vice when they reach the age of fourteen 
years and are certified as mcdi,-ally fit 
for service. There is still a great de­
mand for them, ar.d a very long waiting 
list of approved applications. The hirer· 
must provide clothes, accommodation, 
and medical attention, in addition to 
paying the following wages :-

From 14 to 15 years, at the rate of­
Boys, 4s. per week; girls, 2s. pel' 
week. 

From 15 to 16 years, at the rate of­
Boys, 6s. per week ; girls, 3s. 6d. 
per week. 

From 16 to 17 years. at the rate of­
Boys, Ss. per week.; girls, Ss. pe1· 
week. 

From 17 to 18 vea.rs, at the rate of­
Boys, lCk per week; girls, 6s. 6d. 
per week. 



Supply. [ 5 SEPTEMBER.) Supply. 1199 

" On 31st Decemb?r, 1921, there were 
556 State children m hired senice, as 
compared with 492 in 1920." 

It does not follow that, bee a use I am sitting 
behind the Labour Government, I must not 
call attention to anything wrong if I see it. 
It is my duty in this Chamber, as a repre­
<cntativc of the masse~ of the people, to 
declare "·hat I c•msider to be right. There 
is one part of that p<cragraph that I want 
particularly to draw the attention of hon. 
members of tho Oppo~ition to. That Js 
where it says-

" There is still a great demand for 
them, and a very long waiting list of 
approved applicants." 

Mr. MonGAN : They are all your friends 
who hire them out. 

Mr. COLLTKS: The Opposition are 
always telling us that they believe in the 
law of supply and demand. We find that 
the demand in this particular c<tse is gJ'Cator 
than the mpply. According to the argu­
ment of hon. members opposite, when the 
demand is greater than the supply, wages 
go up. It is our dut;y as a Government to 
protect these unfortunate children. I am 
not in favour of anyone haYing children 
sent to them and calling upon them to pay 
the small wages mentioned in that list I 
jmt read out. 

Mr. MORGAN: They got their board, too. 

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. members opposite 
belong to the wealthy class. 

Mr. MORGAN: The wealthy class do not 
got these children. It is Labour supporters 
who get the;;e children. 

l\Ir. COLLINS: If our supporters or our 
opponents get these children at the wage 
mentioned, then the system is entirely wrong. 
I do not care whether they arc our sup­
porters or your supporcers. the whole thing 
is wrong. I do not think that the wages 
are adequate. I would like to know from 
hon. members opposite if they think that 
the wages are adequate. I was thunder­
struck when I read that paragraph in the 
report, especially when I came to the part 
which said tha-t the demand "ae greater than 
the supply. I think the Minister should take 
particular notice of that. After all, we have 
a dutY to perform as a Labour Govern­
ment," and that is to look after those who 
arc- unable to look after themseh·es. I 
dif!er with scime of my colleaguE's when I 
say tha.t we can get greater revenue in 
Queensland than we are getting at the 
present time. There are avenues of taxa­
tion practically untouche-d, an2! I think that 
we should touch those sources of taxation 
in order to do justice to thE'~e unfortunate 
children who have not got an:.~one to care 
for them. Then there is a paragraph lower 
Jo,,-n in the report which reads-

" The practice is to consider the earn­
ing ability of the mother and the elder 
members of the familv. and. if the total 
sum coming into the house is of such an 
amount that additional ao,istance by the 
State is not considered necessary, the 
application is not approved; or, should a 
widow's financial circumstances materi~ 
allv improve, some or all of the children 
foi whon1 assif:tanrc was being paid arc 
liable to be discharged, and the assist­
ance discontinned wholly or in part. It 
often transpires that several children are 

earning. including two or three sons, who 
arc in receipt of the full bnc,ic wage, 
and they only pay their mother 15s. or 
20s. per week board--" 

If that i~ the case, they ought to be ashamed 
of themselves, I am quite willing to admit 
tllat. The Director conti11uc -

" 1ovhereas in th\il~ district such could 
not be obtained for loss than 25s. or 
30s. per week, wiH washing extra. In 
those cases we consider the sons should 
do more to help their mother to rear 
the younger members of t.he family; 
and that they are morally bound to, and 
should take joy in doing so, and should 
be pleased that they arc able to do so." 

A lot of discretion needs to be exercised in 
dealing with this matter. Every young man 
who is living with his mother ought to pay 
25e. or 30s. a week for his board. I have 
no time for the young man who only pays 
15s. a week for his board. \V e "ant to 
realise that these young men want to start 
courting and take unto themselves a wife. 
If they are not looking forward to that, 
there is certainly something wrong with 
them. 

Mr. l\loRGAN : \Vhat do you suggest? 

Mr. COLLINS: A young man may be 
saYin, up to got married, but. if he has tG 
contribute to the support of his younger 
sisters and brothers, he may have to remain 
a bachelor all bis life. There is a time when 
the fire burns very strongly in all young 
men and roung women. 8'pecially between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five, and 
sometimes a little later, a.nd when the fire 
i·l burning, that is the time that we should 
help them to get married. If they have to 
contribute to the support of the family, 
they will not be able to save anything. It 
;., not our duty to do anything to stop 

. young men and young women from getting 
n.aniccl. l think the native-Lam arc the 
best asset that we can have in the country. 
If we wa.nt to ha vo an increase in our popu­
lation) ~-re must give every encouragement to 
our young men a~d young women to enable 
them to get marnocl. 

At any rat-e, I know of cases which have been 
brought under my notice in which I considered 
there was hardship. It is quite true that there 
wa, a number of children in the house, and 
collectively they may have been earning more 
than I was. Those young men were paying the 
current rates for board, and some o£ the older 
ones were looking forward to getting married, 
but they had to keep their younger brothers 
and sisters. I cio not know that they are 
morally bound to do so. They had no say in 
bringing- them into the world, and, while I 
believe that it is the dutv of the father and 
the mother to look aftet the children­
eepecially the father because he is the author 
of their being--I am not too sure that a 
brother is morally bouud to look after his 
brother.; and sisters, except, pcrha ps. purely 
h·on1 a hu1nanitarian standpoint, j a:""t as I 
am n1orally bound to assist r1y "·caker 
brPthron, as we are doing in this vote. 

2\Tr. MORGAN (MuTilla): I was very 
pleased to hear the speech delivered by the 
hou. member for Bowen about boys who are 
boarded out or employed by people \~ho 
dc"ire their services; but I ha' c cmnethmg 
to say, because many applications which 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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come from thB bush for boys or girls are 
turnod down. The policy of the department 
io not to allow these chilclren to go into the 
country. They have to remain within a cer­
tain di;tance of the city, and the whole 
trouble is that they are being used and em­
ployed by friends of tho hon. member who 
h 1s iust rc,umed his seat. 

M;·, Fou;y: That is not correct. 

:.1-lr. MORGAN: It is correct. The point 
I want to make is that the important con 
sideration is not altogether the w lges paid to 
them, but the homes that the children have. 
If one of them happened to b~ my relative, 
I would far sooner know that he was in a 
good home and getting proper care and 
atte>ntion than that he wa:-- rccciying an 
extra 4s. or 5s. or 10s. a week. It is not a 
matter of \Yho is prepared to pay the highest 
wage. It should be a matter for inquiry as 
to the 1wture of the homo and the liYes of the 
people who take the children. The other 
nrgumc:1t has no force in it \Vhatever, and 
the hon. member is looking at the question 
in a verv narrow, parochial wa:v. For 
instance, a child might get into a home 
where it would be sent to a techmcal coll0ge 
during cgrtain periods, and ha V"'. tho opnor­
tunitv of getting a good education. More 
than "th;, regulation quantity of clothes might 
br; provicied-and we know all these thing" 
are laid down by regula.tion. 'l'~e child 
might be regarded as an adopted clnld, haye 
mc:ds at the "'me tabiD as the family, and 
in even· wav be treated as the other children 
in the huus'e. On the other hand, none of 
these things rnlght be donf'. Ron1e· persons 
might treat the child just as. an cmr;loyee. 
The hon. member must adm1t that m the 
former case the child would b·' much more 
fortunate than in the latter case, where the 
child merely worked day and night and g-ot 
a few shillings more a week. 

I do not say the Director is not imparti>tl, 
Lut it scorns to me that there arc cases m 
,, hich people in mv district hrwc been singled 
out for particular trcatn1ent . . I know ca.ses 
whore farmers on s1nall sclcd1ons have d1ed 
and left their widows with large families and 
farms mortgaged up to the hilt. In s':'ch 
a case the unfortunate widow. not bemg 
able to earn: on and not getting sufficient 
revenue fron~ the farm to keep the children, 
has been turned down by the department 
owinrr to the fact that the widow had that 
farm~ although it was m'?rtgafl'ed up t<; the 
hilt. I have had children m Bnsbane pmnted 
out to mD as those o£ parents who were 
getting State aid, and who were dressed 
better than any of my children, and better 
dressed than the children of most people­
they were not moderately, but extravagantly 
dre~sed. 

A GOYERNMEXT MEMBER: They \Vere pulling 
your leg. 

Mr. :'110RGAN: Thev were not. I know 
what I am talking about. Other case,, have 
come under my notice where I think. the 
department has not treated the parents m a 
proper manner and given them the assistance 
I think they oug-ht to ·have. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Members have 
investigated these cases and invariably find 
that the Director is quite correct. 

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that. in one. or 
two cases I have gone to the Dtrector htm­
self, and he showed me that he was perfectly 
justified; but there have been cases where I 

[Mr. Morgan. 

thought he was just a little bit h'nd, although 
if he had giyen assistance, there might hav~ 
been thousands of similar cas"' in which it 
\vould be demanded. It is very hard for 
the Director to draw the line, but it has to 
bt? dra1-vn smne\vhcre, and so1nebody has to 
suffer. The Director must act on the reports 
h"cl gets from the police in the locality col!· 
cerned. One policeman may be very sympa· 
thotic and make a very good report. Another 
policeman may be looking at the matter 
purely from a duty point of view, and may 
make what he considerc a fair and honest 
report, which may be against the granting 
of assistance, so that a great dEal depends 
on the policemrm who male"" the inquiries. 
The ::\linistcr will admit that that is possible 
and probable. Personally, I have l!o general 
cau·c for complaint. I think the Govern­
Jncnt, lik·e all other GovC'rnrnents, recognise 
their duty to assiGt the child and give it the 
ncccss~·.ries of life during tho gro\Ying -,tagc, 
~o that it will eventually bccornc a strong 
n1au or '"Tolnan. \V e know that even in the 
cas~· of animals, if they haYo snfforcd in their 
gro,ving years, the,y are not likely to be as 
fit and healthv as if thov had had propel' 
food and attCntion, andv the san1o thing 
applies to children. 

All I hope is that people in the bush will 
be dealt with just the same as people 111 the 
cib', and that they will be dealt \nth JUSt as 
sy!Ilpathcticall0·, alth.ough they hYe 3DO nnles 
from Brisbane, a' tf they were ~nd':r the 
personal eye of the Director. I thmk tt will 
lv admitted that such cases are not plent1ful 
in the country, but it will be admittc.d that 
there arc ti1ncs unfortunately ,vhcn a_s:c;1stance 
i> needed, and I hope the Director wtll _recog­
nise that such ca~cs are JUSt as de;;erv-1ng of 
consideration as those in the city. 

Mr. G. P. DARNES (1Far~cick): I think 
that the dcnartment should be congratulated 
upon h11.Ying pla--:cd in. tlw hands of ho?. 
member, the 1c-port wh1ch \Ye haYe bcfot,o 
11 .::;. I reO'ret that '''C havP ~-:ot other depart~ 
mental ;eporh. I imagine it is the .lot 
of evcrv hon. member to (;arry c~mplamt' 
to tho 'department from time t<; tEJ?e. ~\s 
a rule, the gre-atest attention Js g1.ven to 
nnv comnlaint that is made. I adm1t that 
ho~'cvor; strong1y imprer;sc_d a me m be~· n1a;.-' 
be in carrying :;;uch complain_ts. ahnoPt Invarl~ 
a blv it is fop ne! that the Dn·ector has acted 

· \Visclv and \YPll. l suppose no 
[5.30 p.m.] dcpai·tmcnt bcsto"·s. on its work 

rnore intimate attention than does 
this dep"r+mcnt. Unfol'tunatel:v thC>re arc 
times ,vhen advantage is taken of the depart­
Inent · and there arc other tim0s ,,-hen the 
d('pa1:tment, seemingly, has I?ot acted right1_v 
and fairlv. On such occasions my cxpen­
cnce of the department has b0en that the 
officers have "-illingly put ri.g-_ht any vvrC?ng 
that rnight have been done. It is a ~TOWing 
department, and we are sorry that 1t needs 
this amount of exper.diture. The sympathv 
of ever\ Government naturally is extended 
toward~c child life and its proper training. 
It is stated in the report that the ""pendi­
ture for the year was £197,607 3s. Sd.-which 
indicates that the needs of the people in 
this direction ore having attention. An 
intere,ting portion of the report is the 
following:-

" A small proportion of the child's 
wages is paid to hi1n as pocket 1none~·, 
and the balance placed to the credit 
of the child's trust account in the 
Saving-s Bank. On the 31st December, 



Supply. [6 SEPTEMBER.] Supply. 1201 

1921, the total sum hold in trust for 
State children was £28,808 4s. lld. as 
compared with £28,271 2s. 3d. in 1920, 
an increasn of £537 2s. 3d. The total 
nuutbcr of Savings Banks accounts in 
operation on 31st Deer,mber, 1921, was 
1,060; being 684 in the Southern dis­
trict; 220 in the Contra] district; and 
156 in the ~ orthcrn district. The wages 
collected during the year was £6,617 
10s. 7d. as comp>trcd with £5.982 3s. 9d. 
during 1920, an increase of £635 6s. 10cl." 

The table which follows shows -xhat was 
lGcoiyed. In the earlier part of the report 
t,here is a paragraph which I think should 
be emphasised. In it the director states-

,, It is an honour to he a State child, 
for as such the treatment, education, 
clothing, general supervision~ anU 
upLringing i~ in all cases equal to that 
bcstm,-ed upon the average child by its 
parcnts7 and in rr1any ca~cs far superior. 
~·\gain, from a financial point of view .. 
the State child aJwavs has the advan­
tage over a non-Stat~o child, when the 
agP of eighteen years is reached. The 
child at home with his parents has 
workf•d -c,i_ncc leaving school and regu­
larly handed all his wages to his parents, 
as a dutiful son should, but a State 
child's \vagLs are collected for him and 
hclJ in trust, so that at the age of 
eight ~en years he generally has £60 or 
£70 to his credit." 

Mr. ::WORGAN: Very good. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It rs very good. 
Unfortunately, that is not followed out 
generally by parents in their dealings with 
their children, A boy m· girl of the agE\ 
of eighteen yctrs who has £60 or £70 and 
ha·~ be •n trained to saH' will have f1dclec1 to 
that amount very considerablv bv the time 
the age of twcn(y-onc is reached.~ The wis­
don1 of the dcpartn1ent is signiflcantlv sho,vn 
in its dealings with the earnings' of the 
<'hil_drcn. ~omc exceedingly pleasant and 
clesJrahle dnldren are hired out, and I think 
the department is to he complimented upon 
its wise administration. 

:'Vlr RlORDAN (Bud·c) : The hon. member 
for Mu!·illa referred to fri,'nds of this pa.rty 
employmg State children. I do not know 
whether he has any authorit~· for making 
a stf1tcmcnt of that kind. lle might look 
round his own party and so~• whethci· it does 
not apply to them. 

Mr. 110RG:i.X: There is no disgrrce in 
Pmploying a Stale child. 

Mr. RIORDAN: None "-hatevcr; but 
the hon. member tried to infer that the 
Labonr party were exploiting· this depart­
ment. I do not think that anvhocly can infer 
that tho man in charge of this department 
has not done his dutv in connection with 
the letting out of th~ children under his 
charge, or in the giving of State aid. I 
have found the denartrnent verv s\·mpa­
tLctic; the closest lnve~tlgatio:1 ·has u been 
made in all cases brought undPr its notice 
h,, me. I have always found that. the officers 
were willing to lend a helping- hand. I 
think thoro should not b,, a .ioard •>tncl 
fast rule in regard to a ,,·iclow with one 
child. I\Iy experience goeo to show that 
there is not. I know of •some cases of 
widows in poar health recei~Ting assistance 
There was a case in my own electorate. I 
found in one town a woman with one child 
who was in very poor health and was doing 
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a little sevving fron1 which she was carnino-
10s. m' 15r. a week. Acting on the repm:t 
o: a policen1an that sho \Vas in work, the 
department had hc1· taken off the list. I 
pointed out to the department the circum· 
:str.nccs of the case and that the wornall 
W.!S in poor health, and she was again placed 
on the list. \Ye must speak of the clopart­
nJCnt us v;c find it, and l find that investiga­
tions arc rnade into these urattcrs on cYcrv 
ncca•ion. I think consideration shou!J b"e 
given to the wages paid to these children. 
and an increase made The money should 
not be paid to them as incroa -.eel pocket 
H!Oncy, hut should be placed to their c1edit 
in the Savings Bank, so thrct, when they 
reach the a.g·c of eighteen years, instead 
c;f having- £60 or £70, th<' amount will be 
uoublcd. Sonw hon. IYWJn}JC:rs have sa,iJ. 
that that is a very handv sum, and that 
n•ry few children "outside" get that opp-or­
tunitY. There are rnanv buvs outside who 
gE't {hat OPllOTtunit:v b~~ obt~aining crnploy­
u-;_cnt, and, if they arc thrifty, they are 
able to put a few shillings iL\\ ay. \Ye must 
rr-alis<' that those cl1ildrcn arc suffering fl·ou1 
thn loss of tbt>ir parent~. ,vhirh is n. great 
loss to them. The annual report of the 
director ;,late.,. __ 

'· One clorgyn1an in tbis Stat,o has 
rceontly bc0n publishing the fact that 
the State does everything for its children 
except to care for their souls. I do 
not a§rn~e with bin1, for I cor:tend that 
the d!•partn1Pnt in general, and the 
Director as legal guardian. do every­
thing possible to care for the souls of 
the Sbtc children. Ko child comes into 
our care without enquiries being rnade 
as to his rl'lig-ion. Il o is then placed 
out with a foster-mother, hut before she 
is allowed to have that child a clergy­
man has to certifv that he will exercise 
pastoral supcnision over any children 
>'en t to her. and that. she is, in .his 
opinjon, a ftt and proper person to haYc 
<'Onb-ol of children. It is the woman's 
duh· to send the childn'n to church or 
Sm1dav school once everv Sundav. If 
the clCrgyman (~Xercises tl~at SUller\~ision, 
I fail to see wlc:tt more the State• could 
do for the souls of the children. Thanks 
are clue to God for the many saintly 
foster- n1othf'l'S \\ ho ha ye for vcars 
rnothcrcd Jnany childrl'n for the dC'part­
lncnt and haye 0xcrci::;:;ed great care for 
their souls." 

I think it a shame that 'wople should try 
and discredit the departnwnt. or tho children 
\Yho are unfortunate cnougb to have to come 
under the control of the Stat,·. There is 
no crime in being a State child. \Vhen 
the children lose their parents, they arc 
given the next be.st thing. I think tlw 
f'tatc is looking after those children better 
than any charitable institution outside could 
look after them. a:1d I hope that the Govern­
ncent will continue in the waY thev have 
been doing. I fed sure that"' the depart­
ment will deal \vith all case; from a 
humanitarian standpoint. 

Mr. WI~STA="LF:Y (QuNnton): I think 
it will he agreed that children placed in 
r he care of the State Child n•n Dcnartment 
are de:::crYing of the ycry best trca.tn10nt 
which can bf~ giYr-n th0n1. 'I'ilcY are handi­
capped in r!lost case~ h:v ha,ving lost one 
parent and in sornD ('ascs by having lost 
hoth. It is the right. thing for the State 
a, well ftS for the department to take an 
interest in the childrE>n. I read a paragraph 

2111 r, Winstanlry.] 
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frorn an old country paper, tnalnng a com­
parison between the treatlllcnt meted out by 
the State;.. to children in Au5tl'alia and 
Lv the Poor Law Guardians to children 
i;t tho olJ country, and I found that 
the child life in Australia was taken at 
a greater value than in the older countrv. 
There can be no qupstion about the fact 
that as ti1ne goes by the Government more 
and more recognise their responsibility in 
connection with the ·e children. At one time 
vvhc,t children were left orphans the only 
place they could bo sent to was an orphanage. 
There was a sort of barrack svstcrn where 
th•·y wore all treated together 'with practi­
cally no home influence or home control. 
It was because of that experience that the 
department thought it would be infinitely 
Letter, when children lost their natural 
mothPr, to place them under a foster-mother 
re.th<•r than haYe them in orphanages or 
such institutions. If we tnakc a eornparison 
"ith tho treatment meted out eight or nine 
yc·ars ago, we fiod that the treatment to-day 
Is far superior. Eight or nine years ago the 
rnaxin1un1 an1ount paiJ to a wornan with 
fi \'(' or six children was 18s. per week. Any­
body who has had anything to do with 
iltP roaring of a familv knows that that was 
not sufiiciPnt even w"ith the low price of 
things existing at that time. It was said 
at the time that tho mother should do some­
thing to assist; but what could a woman 
with fiv-e or six childr0 1 do to supplement 
her income? The natural mothers and foster­
mothers are in a much better position to-day. 
It has been found that the children are well 
worth looking after, not only in the interests 
of the children themselv-es, biJt from tho point 
oi YiCN that thcv are the future citizens of 
the State. The· children arc now able to 
continue their education and win scholarships 
nnd take their phces in the nublic service 
and other ayenues like other children. 
They are getting much rnorc care and atten­
tion now tha;:t they recr>ived in days gone 
by. At one time they were discharged from 
the department on attaining the age of 
t•.·elv-e years, and they then had to go out 
Mld do the best they could a; hired servants. 
Now they can remain at school until they 
are fourteen year' old, and. if t.he.v show any 
ability, further consideration is given to them. 
Ali this shows that the rhilclron arc being 
mnch better looked after than th<'Y were in 
ti111es gone by. There is rt fr,eli;lg in the 
n:incls of some peonle outside that State chil­
dren arc being e;,ploitccl wlwn hired out. 
Some people have written to nw saying that 
they ere not being look0d after as- thcv 
shonld he. The ideas in the minds of some 
of these people were that the children were 
not being paid an adequate wage for the 
'' ork thev did; but it will be admittrd 
that thC ,\rage is not the on1v considern,tio;l. 
If a hoy gets into a home' where a goo:l 
example is sot him, and where he is made 
one of the family and has privileges ancl 
or portunities 0xt<>nded to him, the monetary 
comiclerrrtion is not the onlv one. There is 
an idea in the minds of sm;1c of the pconlo 
that. a bo,· is made use of for tvv-o or thl":o 
}·Par~. and that v,·hen h0 rt>arhPs an age 
when he is entitled to bettPr pa vmrnt for his 
work he is turned adrift. I- n~.,de inquiries 
at the department, and I ascertained that 
everv care is taken to see that the State 
children arP not exploited. 

If they are Pmployed when t.hey are young, 
wlwn i'hey reach an agp when they can work, 
then they should be paid a reasonable wage. 

[Mr. Winstanlry. 

If any body keeps these boys for two or three 
years, then it is only reasonable, when they 
give satisfaction~as n1ost of then1 do-that 
they should keop them on when they have to 
pay thcrn. I an1 quite ~atisficd that) so far 
as it is possible, the inspectors in connection 
with the -department look after the boys 
and sec that they get fair treatment. I know 
some people think the inspectors look after 
the bovs too much; but the inte1·ects of the 
boys, and of the girls, tDO, arc the very first 
consideration of the department; and, there­
fore, the Director is justified in seeing that 
the children are both well-fC'd and well­
clothed, and that they get all the things to 
which the:: are entitled. 

From rnv own personal knowledge and 
ohscnatious, I say that the compliment paid 
in the report to the foster-mothers is not. 
too great, and that some of the foster­
mothers set an example that might well be 
followed, even b:,, some n":tural mothers. 
Some of them have had ch1ldren for four 
or five years, and although the children 
haYe gone aw~y to employment in varions 
parts of the State, they keep up a regular 
correspondence, and regard the foster-horn•_ 
as their home, and whenever they come back 
they do not fail to visit their foster-mother. 
That is one of the very finest compliments 
that could be paid to the foster-mothers, 
some of whom take on the care of the­
children simply from the mother instinct. I 
know of one or two who have never had 
families of their own, yet they have brought 
up family after family-four or five children 
at a tirri'c-for the State. Year after year 
they have done this simply because they 
like to help the children along, and children 
are exceptionally fortunate wlwn they get 
in a foster-home of that kind. Althoug·h 
there maY be some instances, as pointed out. 
where th'~ department appears to be a bit 
harsh, as a \vholo it giYes cyery consideration 
to the boys and girls, and, although com­
parisons may be odious. I have no hesitation 
in saying that the interests of the boys and 
girls are better looked aftPr th:m they were 
at any previous time in the history of the­
State. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : From my experi­
ence of cases that I have had anything to do 
with. I can only say that the State is fortu­
nate in having a department similar to fhis 
which has been instituted for some time to 
look after the interests of the little ones who 
most need it. I am not going to drag in.to 
a question of so much moment to the, 
" kiddies " the slur that was prachcallv east 
bv the hon. member who has inst resumed 
h;s seat that some little kudos mav be­
claimed from the fact that the childre;; are 
being looked after to-day by a d<'parhnent 
which was established many years ago under 
another Administration. The present Govern­
ment have fulfilled their part in looking 
after the children, but I want also to point 
out that the vote is greater now than under 
the last Government because the cost of 
living is greater; and, what is rnore, priva­
tion is greater under this Government. l 
have not raised this point to try and make­
capital against the Government. I believe 
they arc doing their duty. 

Mr. BRE:'DiAN : Did the Federal Govern­
ment increase the old-age pensions? 

Mr. CORSER : Thev did. The statement 
was made yesterday that the St_at.o child,-en 
are not available in country <hstncts; but 
frmn mv experience, in cases 'vhcre it is 
really warranted, and where it is to the 
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1vent 
roughly, 

paid £37. Then I went along to 
· and said, "By the way, 

is owing bv this person?" The 
" He paid 15s. the other day." 
must have nearly paid it off." 
replied, " Oh, no; they 

I ask the Minister to 
consideration to this case, as it 

serious matter to the man and his 
I pointed out at the time, the 

department took this child away for her 
own protection. She causing a good 

of trouble and and the father 
d child thought the thing to do 
was to hand her over to State. The 
child is nearly eighteen vears old now, n.nd 
is earning her own livelihood. S.till, there 
is this debt ~tgainst the father, although he 
has paid £37 odd. It not fair that the 
departrnent should hold debt against the 
man. I ask the Minister to look into the 

and see if he cannot give some 

is another matter that is causing 
n large number of people in the State some 

On page 10 of the report it is 

" The attention of the public he,s been 
drawn to the employment of children hy 
entertainers. more particularly on the 
;<ta.g-e. Provision is· made in 'the State 
Children Acts, 1911 to 1917, section 67, 
as follows :-

attention needs to be 
to of children 
thcatncal 

no objection to ordinary school enter· 
but I object to the children being 

our theatres, night after night, 
probably do not leave the theatre 
until after 11 o'clodc some of 

[7 p.m.] them actuallv falling asleep, and 
some provision should be made 

to prevent that. I understand that the 
department do control them as far as send­
ing them to Fehool is concerned, but that 
is not sufficient. If the children have to go 
to school in the day, and then to take part 
in theatrical performances at night, it is a 
hardship to them. I would support the 

Mr. BRENNAN (1'oou;oornba): There are 
cases of hardship, as the hon. member 
East Tcowoomba points out, of arrears 
payment which have mounted up so that 
has become almost impossible for the person 
who rs hable to pay what is due. I think 
the Director is a sympathetic administrator, 
and that all the members of the staff of 
the department extend sympathy to those 
wrth whom they come in contact. It is one 
of the departments where anyone unknown 
can walk in and get civility. Where heads 

depar,tments are concerned, people 
wrtn a certain amount of caution 

are not careful, they will gel., 
snapped off at the start. I th'.mk 

the State Children Department is on< 2 of 
the finest departments in the State. It is 
very interesting to read the report of 1914-15 
I fi';ld, on referring to that report , that th~ 
mstrtuhons controlled by the f.3tate then 
were-

1. Diam.antina Receiving Dr opot, W ooloo-
Win. 

2. Infants' Home, Woolo owin. 
3. Reformatory for Boycs, Westbrook. 
4. Receiving Depot, Ro,ckhampton. 
5. Townsville Orphane.ge. 

The licensed institutions were­
A.-Controlled bv the Salvation Armv-· 

1. Industrial S~hr Jol for Girls, Y eronga. 
2. Industnal S.chool for Boys, River­

view. 
B.-Controlle<'" by the Anglican Sistcrs-

1. Industrir~l School for Girls, Clayficld. 
2. Home ·uf the Good Shepherd, Nun­

dab. 
C.-Controlled by the Roman Catholic 

Sisters of Mercy-
1. ~t. yrincent's Orphanage, Nudgee. 
2. lVleteor.Park, Orphanage, Neerkol. 
3. Indu str!al Scnool for Girls, Nudgee. 
4. Ind•c~stnal School for Girls, Wooloo­

'Wlll. 

5. Ma gdalen Asylum !Holv Cross 
Retreat), Wooloowin. · 

The numbers of children in those public 
institution's for the year ended 31st Decem­
ber, 1914, were-

Diamnntina Receiving Depot 12 
Infan'cs' Home . . . 9 
Home of the Good Sh~pherd, 

N11ndah ... ... . . . ... Nil 
St. Vincent's Orphanage, Nudgee 404 
Holy Cross Retreat, Wooloowin ... 28 
Industrial School for Girls, Nud-

goe ... ... 19 
Industrial School for Girls, Woo-

loowin 14 
Industrial Scho.~i for .. Girl~;. Clay-

field Z,4 
Indm,trial S'ch~~l f~~- Gi;i;, y~: 

ronga 20 
Industrial Scho~i for .. Boys; .. Riv~~: 

view ... ... ... ... 6 
R~formatory for Boys, Westbrook 73 
Bockhampton Receiving Depot .. . 1\J 
:Meteor Park Orphanage, Neerkol 223 
Townsville Orphanage 132 

Total 993 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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per 

year 1921. 

Depot 37 
41 
58 
13 

101 

27 

12 

1 

34 

17 
470 
232 

2 

2 
27 

Total 1,074 
fl·om another table in the report 
to tal number of children under 

control on 31st December, 1921, was 
1914 . the total amount spent for the 

State l ohildren was £65,513. There 
5,066 chi).d·;ren under State control in 

vear, whwh v.vorks out at about £12 19s. 
annum per eh il-d. Last the total 

fo1 · State was 
as the 're wcre 7, 786 children 

control, t1'oat works out at £23 
per eh ild. Hon. members 

we nearly o'oubled the amount 
for State childrc•n irrespective o' 

-were situated, W111Cther in orphhu­
under State control or with foster-

recognise that the hon. member 
Toowoomba does a lot of useful 

Toowoomba in filling in forms for 
and foster-mothers :·in regard to 

relief for State ehddren. These 
be filled in by a person 

department antd ·who knows 
the applicc'ttion. Each 

by the polic-e. You can 
use wotild be for the hon. 

for Toowoomba having to fill 
in forms on the previons t"stimate of 
£12 19s. per child as against £23 115s. grante-d 
by this Government, or an mcre.ase of 100 

cent. vVe can only compare it to the 
pensions granted by the Feder~l 

Government. The Federal GovEJrnment m 
office the war broke out have been 

to the Labour party. In 1914 the 
uension was 12s. 6d. per week, and 
· it to 15s. per week, as corn­

our increase to State •2hildren of 
cent. Previously a· mother or foster-

mother allowed 5s. for the first child, 
4s for second, and 3s. for the third, and 
n; matter how many children were in the 
familv the total amount mqst not exceed 
18s. per week. 'rhis Government made pro­
vision for 10s. for each ch1ld, or an average 
of 9s. 6d. per ch1ld under fourteen yc_ars of 
age, no matter how many children 1n the 
family. That is the greatest tnbute that 
can be paid to the Labour Government. If 
the Government did nothing else ~mt incr~.ase 
this amount for unfortunate ch1ldren atter 

[Mr. Brennan. 

allowances? 
Mr. CORSER: 

get 
ought to 

gavo us the increase? 
gave us facilities to benefit?" 
of Parliament become strict 
all they are troubling about 
seats. They will tell the electors 

alL I want the electors to 
member of Parliament 

more than £12 19s. per 
for the Labour Government. 

allowance to £23 15s. 6d. · Anv­
a form-a justice of the peace 

do that-and the people must 
by politicians who 

not do this. I did it 
I want them to understand that 

who fills but 
who are 

benefits 
responsible 

VOWLES (Dalbp) : I think all 
will appreciate the tribute 

· n1e1nber for Too\voomba has 
the hon. member for East 

vV e all know thn t there IS no 
member in this Chamber who 
attention to the needs of his m 
regard to State aid than the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You should say 
''in all cases-deserving and undeserving.'' 

Mr. VOWLES: That is a matter for the 
department to determine. I think the report 
is a very good one. Everybody appreciates 
the good work the department is doing in 
regard to the children of the State. It is 
a good thing to see a principle which was 
established by a previous Government being 
carried forward, and to find the department 
keeping abreast of the times. When criticisms 
and comparisons are made; and we are told 
what is being given to-day towards the upkeep 
of State children, there is one question which 
hon. members opposite always forget to men­
tion. It is a qnestion which they push into 
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the forefront when dealing with other matters, 
more particularly Arbitratiou Court awards; 
that is. the increase in the cost of living since 
1914, more particularly during the last few 
year.3. 

1\Ir. BREKNAN : Has tbc increase amounted 
to more than 100 per cent. ? 

::Vlr. VOvVLES : In some cases it has. If 
that point is to be laboured in connection with 
wage~. it is as well for hon. 1ncn1ber8 to be 
h01wst and to realise that it is a factor which 
ha~ to be taken into consideration when 
dealing with the virtues of the Government 
in granting so much monc~:v for tho ma.intcn­
anc~ of State children last year. 

Rd('l'ence has been made to parents not 
having k0pt their promises to the rlopart­
nwnt in connection with the payment for the 
upkeep of their children. I had a remarkable 
~aso rcce::1tly in Dalby, in \Yhich a man \Yas 
more than £100 in arrotLrs in his payments 
for the maintenance of a child. I think the 
clepartmcnt is almost as culpable as he to 
allow the arrears to run well over t hrec 
figures. vVhen it gets to that stage it is 
almmt hopeless for a working man to make 
up the arrears, especially \Yh n work iB not 
available to enrtble him to carry out his obli· 
gations. Men are brought before the court, 
ordered to pay a certain sum on account and 
to enter into an arran~en1Pnt in regarrl to 
1 h0 balanec>. rrhosc arrangenwnts are spPCU­
lati-n~, because they are dC11cndcnt upon the 
fnture and the prospects of work bt'ing 
obtained. The man to whom I referred has 
this vear had onlv one n1onth's "\York. IIe has 
a rn'other to look after, and has incurred 
obligations with respect to the building of a 
home, which he must obcNYC or lose the 
monLy he has already paid. I-Ie is b~ing 
hara;sPd bv summons< i from the State Chil­
dren Department, and is being asked to 
enter into .some arrange1ncnt for payment. 

The SECRET.mY FOil MIKI:s: Is he married' 

:\Jr. VO\VLES: l-Ie is a sinc;le man with a 
mother in a delicate state of Lhe:.lth, and he 
has no funds other than 1 he >vages he can 
earn. In such cases, whm1 the acc0unt has 
gone back over a period of six y.f. ars, it, would 
be a good thing and WO'lld give a little 
encouragen1ent to a n1an if the 1-Jinistcr \vcre 
to empower the Director to put tlw thing on 
a business basis and make ~on1o nrw arrange­
Jnent. In this case the n1all got a rnonth's 
work as a ca,rpenter in ihc country. IIc had 
to lr·':lVC t.hP vrork to go into court to ansvver 
n charge of neglect to pay the maintenance. 
His only chance of paying· ,,·as to carry on thP 
work he was doing. The Minister should try 
and do something to make the position a 
little lcc,s hard for the person affected. 

Mr. DASH (JiuncZinobmra): Having had 
a good deal to do with these cases. I know 
that the people in the Xorth are different]:; 
situated to those in the South. The head 
office being in the South, the :viinister is 
easily approached in rc,gar·d to Southern 
ca,ces. In the North it is quite different. 
On very few occasions has the department 
turned down applications of this kind for 
rel icf. In some cases where the department 
has rofuscd children anv furthc•r relief. it 
ha-'. after full investigation, decidod to con­
tinue such relief. I recollect one hard ca,sc 
where a widow obtained work bevond Clon­
cutTv. Imrnediatelv she obtained work no 
further relief was allowed for the child, but 
after consultation and communication with 

the Homo Secretary, I >vas able to again 
obtain relief for that child. I would ask 
the department not to be hastv in dis­
continuing this relief. I know the hardship 
that these people have to endure while they 
are recei,-ing S'tate relief, and I think it is 
unfair that thev should be at any time sud­
denly deprived "of it. 'fhe method of obtain­
ing informabon is through the police, but 
they may not haYe full knowledge of the 
particular case. The police ,imply go along 
and ask the rnothcr where she is going to 
work and \Yhat she is going to receive. The 
Director naturally thinks, acting upon the 
report, that it is a case where no more aid 
should be given. I would ask that each case 
be coneoidered on its merits before relief is 
diseontinuc>d. 

At one tirne son1e children ran away from 
the orphanage at Townsville, and the super­
intendent there was considered by some 
people to blame for it. The department 
instituted an inquiry, and it was found that 
the children did not run a way bec.1use of 
any treatment at the orphanage, but becaw;e 
of the treatment that thev received from 
one of the masters in the school they 
attended. The inquiry had the effect of 
altering that gentlen1an's manner in regard 
to the children. The children receive every 
care and attention it is possible to give 
them. They march a long to school in the 
1norning and home ag·ain at night, and occa­
sionalh- lulve a free entertainment at the 
picture's. \Yhcncver tht~ waterside \VOrkers 
or the Labour committee in 'l'ownsville hold 
any sports or demonstration, they take out 
all the children from the orphanage and 
give them a real good day free of cost. The 
youngsters thoroughly enjoy the outing, and 
they all go hon1c \vith orne prizo, t-·ithcr in 
cash or in th8 shape of a little toy. The 
dcpartn1ont also considers boy" \Yho are 
inclined to be smart. l kno ,, of an institu­
tion where a lad showed a good doal of 
brillian.c:v in rarpentcring, and he was scut 
to the 'l'<'chnica! College, and I undorstand 
ho is turning out a very srnart lad. The 
inspector at 'l'owns.-illo takes lads into his 
office and tries to teach thnm a little bit of 
office work, and they appreciate that very 
much. From what I can hear in Townsville, 
the youngsters arc wcil satisfied with the 
treat'ment they are getting. I think it would 
be advisable if some sort of trade classes, 
such 'lS carpc11tering and blacks1nithing, or 
~'Jffi('th1ng l-ike that, -~n~rc estab1i:;:hed at the 
orphanage to enable tlw lads to learn those 
trades. \Vc know that thev are able to 
learn a little about gardening and a little 
in connection with farming. That is vcr~· 
ll' eful to the lads, and it keeps them vat of 
mischief. Thev arc able to do a lot of use­
ful work. I am in agr0ement with tho hon. 
member for Bowon that the wages paid to 
thec,,e children when farmed out to different 
peoplc1 are toe low. I know thRt the Arbitra­
tion Act does not allow children to come 
within the scop8 of th0 Act, because thry 
arc distinctlv debarred from coming wit hill 
the scope o( any award. 

The SECREHUY FOR 1hKES: Under a cm·taiu 
uge. 

Mr. DASH: I understood that was so 
while they were in the cue of the State. Thr> 
wages t,hat are paid to thc~-0 young-sters nre 
not sufficient. 

Mr. J. JO::\ES: What arl! the wages paid r 
Mr. Dash.! 
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Mr. DASH: The wages arc-
" Between fourteen and fifteen years­

boys, 4s. per vveek ; girls, 2B. per \Veck­
with food and clothing. 

'• Between fifteen and sixt<;en years­
boys. 6s. per •xoek: girls, 3s. 6d. per week 
-with food and clothing. 

" Bebvcen sixteen and seventeen vears 
-boys, 8s. per ·week; girls, 5 '· por \veok 
-with food and clothing. 

'· B,•hveen seventeen and cight.•en 
yr-ars-bo;ys, 10s. per ''veck; girls, 6s. 6d. 
1)('1' \Vcok-,vith food and clothing." 

Eight -billings a week is not a sufficient 
\vago foe a lad Lehve~::n ,,,ixtccn and seventeeH 
years of age. Mo .. t of these lads work very 
hard in any occupation thoy arc put to, nnd 
the number of applicant·., rcceiyed lF the 
department for the lads goes to sho". that 
the demand is far in excPss of the supply. 
T.hc people know that this is the cheapest 
kwd of labour they can get, and it is to be 
hoped the Government will seo fit to increase 
the ratn.. I have no objection to the depart­
ment scmng that the --wagr.; arc~ banked cEJch 
week io the credit of tho bo:. s and girls. 
That is the becot method we can adopt, 
because then we kno>i that thcv arc saving 
a few pounds. These orphans "should have 
every pos,iblc facilitY in connection with 
Pducation, as the'-- are" under a big handicap 
through not having the care of a parent; 
and, therefore, thev are entitled to +-he most 
hnmane treatment lt is possible to give them. 
vVe know that some of the lads vvho arc 
farmed out do not get too good tr0atment 
from vYhat V\e 'hea.r, while some of the girls 
sent out to service get verv rouo·h treatment 
indf'E;cL rrh?Y have to sl~ve fr

0

on1 n1orning 
to mght domg housework, and it is to be 
hoped that, when thev arc farmed-out in 
thls way, the inspectorS will no\v and again 
<all round to se.e how they arc getting on, 
and not leave It to son1c person 7o co:rnc 
along to the department and lodge a 
complaint. 

I wish to thank the officers of the depart­
ment for their sympathetic treatment of the 
case" I have brought before their notice, 
and I hope that they will vive even- case 
sympathetic treatment. • 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones, Prrddinoton): I agree with the 
hon. m<'mber for Albert, vdw prefaced his 
remarks by saying that this is ono of the 
most important departmrmt.; controlled by tho 
Home Secretary. The hon. member for East 
Toc;woom~a quoted from a speech - I 
dehvored m thts Houso some vears ago when 
the Old-age Pensions Bill ,;as introduced 
in which I advocated that pensions shoulcl 
be paid f!S a right, and that persons wh_o 
were Ynllmg t~ ac.cept th<' pensions should 
have one quahf1cabon, and one qualifi-cation 
only, and that is age. I thought sr, in those 
days, and when I look back to that speech, I 
find I have nothing to take from it, because I 
belwve they were words of wisdom. 

2\!Ir. T. R. ROBERTs·: I thought so myself 
once. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:r\ES: I 
w~mlcl likP to -•ee, as far a- possible, charity 
Pltm~nated from these institutions--old-age 
P.enswns, S~ato. Chtldrcn Department, and 
stmtlar mstttutwns. I would like to say .at 
the out~et t~at I take the responsibility in 
""nncctwn wtth some of the cases that have 
boen brought up during this debate. for the 
reason that, as the Home Secretary had a 

[Jlr. Dash. 

lot to do in looking after other branches of 
his department during the last financial year, 
I ha vo do11e certain work in connection with 
Stale children, and any decisions that hon. 
members are not satisfied with are really 
rny decisions. 

2\Tr. T. R RonERTS: I ought to ha"'' been 
after you bdore. 

The SECHRTARY FOR MIXES: I hope 
the hon. melnber v,-ill make himself clear 
on the matter. In the office the Minister 
has to give pcr,onal attention to these 
matters. l'v1:v experience of the gentleman 
\vho has contmi of tho denartmont is that 
he has administered hi, departm .nt firmly 
and also s_•-·mpathetically, and is quite willing 
to deal \vith any deserving case. 

The hon. rnembcr for Ea.::~t Toowooinbu 
brought up the case of the control of a ehi1d 
t}"' father of which had been ordot'<Yl '"' 
pay 10s. a week. The fathPr was sentenced 
t0 six rnonth~' imprisonment for failing to 
comply with the order of tho court. The 
Horno Sef'rctar\' had hln1 released from 
impri onmcnt. but decided that he should 
pay ihe futur0 1naintenanec of hiR own ,hi1d, 
which was an uncontrollable child. He was 
earning £21 a n1onth, and \vas \villir.·~ to 

pay. He has paid £37 odd. and 
[7.30 p.m.] there is still about £34 to pay. 

Tho hon. member for Eao,t Too­
\\'OOn1ba has a, ked U5 to \~ ipe j hat an1ount 
off. Surelv the father of the child has some 
obligation:? I-I e ha5 made no application 
for exemption from payment. 

}1r. T'. R. ROBEHTS: lie has through me. 

The SECRETAHY FOH MINES: \ poli­
tician stems into the officP. and a'ks for this 
in order- to make himself popular in his 
cl0ctorate. 

}h. T. R. RoBERTS: That is not so. Be 
fair. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR MI;\;ES: That 
is the onlv conclusion one can cornc to. 

2\lr. T. R. RonERTS: You know that i' not 
the easo at all. You are a>king the father 
to pa., another £30. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
father has some obligation. 

Mr. T. R. ROBETITS: Bo fair. and say 
,what the judgment against hin1 wa::. The 
judgment vva" for £40. He thought that, 
"·hen ho paid that £40, he would haw pnid 
,~lll. and you arc now asking hi1n fo,.. anotl1cr 
£30. 

The SECHETAHY FOR MIXES: He 
muct be in debt. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Ye'-, lJut that £30 
accrued afterwards. 

T'ho SRCRJ~TARY FOR MIXES: The 
~hild ,~~as discharged son1e time ago, or 
d>e the amount wonld be more than that. 
If it is a deser\+lng ca~P it will receive 
the consideration of the Director, and will 
rccciYc 111v consideration. I do not agree 
with the hon. member for Albert or the hon. 
member for East Toowoomba in their state­
ments that the department has been inhu­
manely administered. \Vhen those hon. 
memb(-l'R wcro sitting on this sidt.~ in past 
year,, the greatest amount they spent on 
the orphan children in the State v•. as a 
little m-er £131,000, and we are providing 
£196.000 this year. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The numbers have 
incn'lsed since then. 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Surely 
there is nothing in the charge that the 
dcpa rtmcnt is being administered unsyrn­
pathetirally. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I said it was inhuman 
to take the allowance away in connection 
with this one child. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\H::\TES: My 
{'onsideration is only going to Le given to 
the child. \Ye taim into consideration the 
benefit of the child. In connection with the 
<eases nH•ntioncd by the hon. member for 
Dalbv wo sav that the na1·cut has some 

•oblig(/tion to hep his own- child. 

::VIr. VowLES: \Vhy did you let it accu-
1YJulate, and not t.ako action long ago? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In the 
case the hon. member mention0d the person 
agreed to pay the department £10 and 7s. a 
week. He had £100 in the bauk which he 
withdrew and paid to his brother for some­
thing else. 

Mr. VowLES: He did not. The £100 did 
not bPlong to him. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'.1!1'\ES: No, 
becaus(~ he owed it to .son1o other n1mnbor 
.,f his famil,·. \Ye have wiped out hundreds 
of pounds in cases where there was no hope 
Df gl'lting it. I think hon. members oppo­
site v·ill agree that the father has some 
obligation in r<gard to his child. and that 
i, a good principle to lay down. The hon. 
mcmb0r for Rockhampton raised the point 
that the natural mother of the child should 
haYe the same conresfion granted her as 
the fost<'r-rnothcr. It is W(~[l known that 
the foster-mother has the right to go to a 
mPdir a! officer if the child is sick and ha ye it 
treated, but the natural mother has not the 
samo right. for the rea on that, when the 
<ehild is an orphan, it becomes roallv a 
State child in the true sense of the w'ord, 
and it is the obligation of the State to 
prm·ido it with medical treatment when it 
i, sick, but. when it has a mother, that 
obligation certainly rests on her. 

Hon. .J. G. iPPEL: 'I'hat has been the 
policy of the department. 

T'lw SECRETARY FOR :YIIXES: It has 
been the policy of the depal'tmcnt for years, 
a~ the ho11. n1en1bcr knovYs. 

The question of widows was raised by the 
hon. member for A!bert and also the hon. 
member for l\Iount Morgan. There is no 
definite mle laid down for a widow with 
<~ne child. Thoro is nothino: in t}lC Director's 
report to so.y that a wid~~v with one child 
shall not rocoiYe a•'sistanre. All cases are 
-consid(~rc'd on tlwir merits, and we take into 
.consideration the abilitv of the mother to 
,pay v:bcn co1ning to a ·~decision. 

:\!Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: You sav that in the 
Teport, but we want something else. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR :.\IINES: It 
WDuld haYe to be laid down defi~itoh· in 
thP ~.\d as to how the department should 
ad. There is nothing in the Act to say 
what income a widow shall receive before 
she is to be deprived of State child allow­
ance. The hon. member for TocJ'.Voomba 
'tlso said thnt we had sideste!>ped certain 
questions when answering them. but there 
has been no sidestepping so far as the 
IIome Secretary i3 concerned. 

Mr. T. R. RoBER'fS: You did not give 
full information. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\H2'<ES: '.L ne 
hon. member 11robably clid not direct his 
questions properly. I haye not ''l'Cll ilw 
ql!estion3. 

Hon. ,T. G. _\PPEL: Do I nndr'r"tantl the 
Minister to sa v that he will revie\v \he 
case of anv wfdow with one child which 
is brought tlp? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1!::\TES: Ccr­
tainlv: \VO ,do not know. Each case will be 
cons(dcrcd entirely on its rnerits. We regard 
it as our duty as a Government to do our 
best for tho ~rphan children of this State. 
In administering this department wo haYe not 
taken into consideration some things which 
our prcdcce·,sors did, but we rccogni.-;e every 
child born in the State as a real asset to the 
State, and we consider it is our duty to 
t>ncourngc it to li\·e and grow up to beconH1 
a healthv man or woman as the case mav be. 
(Hear, hear !) It is om: duty as a Go~ern· 
ment to see that the child is properly clothed 
and fed and educated, and given a ch.-.ncc 
;n life to beco1ne a good man or 'voman and a 
good eitizen. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Dou't you think we 
did that, too? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Of courdc, wo did. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI::\TES: I a.m no< 
n1akinrr any charge against our predecessors 
in offic~o · but I do not think that hon. mem­
bers op];osite should make a charge aga.inst. 
nw or against the Government and sa:,- that 
we are inhumanly administering the depart­
ment. The department looks on every Queens 
land-born child as an asset, and we should 
sec that that child has a chance in life. I 
appreciate the compliments paid to the depart­
ment bv members on both sides of the House 
regarding the care of th.e children an~ their 
education. All e consrder rs the chrldren, 
and we will continue to give them a chance 
in life. 

Mr. \YEIR (J1m·yboro11(Jh) : Ono issu.c has 
been raised in regard to the State ?hlldren 
that does not seem to be qmte nght. I 
listened to the remarks of rnl'mbers of the 
Opposition, and they were candid enoug·h to 
admit that the Government have done the 
ri ~ht th irw in connectim1 with this depart­
m~nt. Tlrr';'se remarks of the Opposition alone 
v. ere quite sufficient to show that the Govern­
ment a re doing good work, bcca use they 
single this out as the one derartment where 
the Government have done r1ght and :YhJeh 
has given good results. I have tD compliment 
the women at the vVooloowin Home for the 
good work they arc doing in connectiOn wrth 
the treatment of State children. The efforts 
of tho women and staff generally must be 
fully apprPciatod by anyone who l~nows any­
thing of the good work thev are domg. They 
take charge of unfortunate children who are 
left on the doorstep overnight, so to speak. 
Thev aro "kiddies" not wanted by anybody, 
in s'Cnnc ( 'tses '' kiddies" "~hose 1noth.(~rs can~ 
not afford t.o look e.fter them, and m other 
cas-">s pa rentlcss children. . In i he fi.rst 
instance the good women at th1s home recorve 
t.he children like a little bundle Df rags, :'nd 
then turn them out as happy boys and g1rls. 
That is one Df the best advertisements that 
the womenfolk of that institution. ca_n g·et. 
Thcv haYe given the whole of thou· hves to 
that- sort of thing, and the way they look 
after the children who come under thou care 
is a credit to them. 

ThPre 'vas one remark mat31~ :):r the hon. 
member for Albert with \vhich I do not ap;rce. 
and I hope the }1ini,'ter w1:l pa:: ""n" 

i1Lr. W cir,; 
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attention to my criticism. I refer to his 
remarks about the woman with one child, and 
whore he referred to the mother's interest 
in .the child. It is the duty of the Govern­
nwnt to take the full responsibility for such 
a child. As soon as the breadwinner is gone, 
the duty of looking after that child should 
dcvolv<' upon the State. \Ye must not culti­
vate the spirit that tells us that the mother 
must assurnc the responsibility, and I hope 
that spirit will nu+ lJP found rl'fPping into 
this d<•partment. I think the de]"'"tment is 
dfJing g"ood work, but th0r(~ is anotht·r side of 
the State children qur-,tion that we must 
continue to develop. It has developed a good 
deal since my time, and we can develop it 
still further. I remembcT when I was a lad 
g·oing to school in Townsvillo that the State 
child was not given a chance at all. I know 
that other hon. members have had the same 
experience. I used to attend the North 
\Yard School in Townsville and I know 
some of the State children could have taken 
scholarshipe, but they wore not given a 
chance. They had to go to work as soon as 
they rc'ached t.he age of fourteen years. 

Mr. GLEDSO:i: Thirteen years? 

:'.1r. \VEIR: Yes, thirteen yuns it was then. 
Thov wore not allowed to sit for the scholar­
ship' examination for the obvious reason t.T1at, 
if they won a scholar,hip, they would shut 
out sonwonc e]se, there b0jng then no pro­
vi~iou for rnaintalni11~· these children by t.he 
State after the them " \York" age of thirteen 
.veaL'S. I am very glad \YC' haYc alterPd 
that svstem. I want to sec tho education 
of the State childrPn dovdopPu further. 
I would like to seo a State child Dhtain a 
University ·degree if he has tho intellect to win 
it. If a State child has an unusual amount of 
intelligonc,, we should develop that intelli­
gence. If any n1e1nbor con1es across a State 
child of that description, I hope that he will 
got the ear of the Minister, who will see that 
tlnt child's education is prop0rl' developed. 
The rnoro protection wP can giYe to the 
State child the better. If there is sufficient 
finance, I know that my boy will have a 
reasonable chance oi getting a good ':'ducta­
tion. \Yhat he gets because he ha' parental 
<·ontrol the Stat0 child ,Jwuld also get. The 
S7atC' child should Pot be dPharrPd Leranse .he 
has no fat.her. The• Stat0 child is lt•mdicappcd 
enough through having to ,stud:: under a 
difFercnc. set of conditions to that of the boy 
whose parents arc alive. ~\ boy who has a 
father c.tn get his help in doing his lessons 
at night. and he can study under conditions 
rr1nch rnore advantageous to hi1n than are 
ofier:·d to a Shte child. vVe know that the 
atmosphere in a home is much better for a 
i>oy with parents, and he can always got a 
lift over some temporary hurdle. The State 
child has to studv in ~.ome cases in a \Vorso 
atlnosph~._•re in a V.~orkhouso or orphanage or 
in a. fo,tor-mother's home, and that is not 
cnndLrcive to good study. If a State child 
shows int.ell igence enough there is no telling 
what he mav become in the future. I was 
rear ~·d alongside an orphanage at To,vns­
villc. and I met State children in the North 
Ward School there. I know that. some of 
them would have become eminent citizens if 
they had had a chance. vV e may produce an 
Edison or a Dr. McCormick from some of our 
State children if they a re only given a 
chance. I might mention the case of a State 
child in Townsville. who is well known fo 
the hon. member for l\Iundingburra. He 
grew up under the care of a good old 

[Mr. Weir. 

Christian Salvationist. I say " gDod 
Christian" because he was one of those men 
who worked from daylight until dark and 
then started to grind the organ for houro at 
night. The boy ran away from that man, 
and the police found him at 5 o'clock in the 
morning hiding in a concrete trough. The 
police gave him the option of going to 
gaol or going back to his employer. The 
boy said he would sooner go to gaol 
than go back to that employer. He did not 
go to gaol however, as another man in Towns­
ville took pity and took charge of him. That 
io the cctse ,,-here a boy preferred to go to 
gaol rather than go back to work for that 
man. I hope that the .departmental inspec 
ton will not tolerate any treatment liko that, 
of State children. The bovs and girls under 
State control must be looked after. Nothing 
likP that occur~ in 1nv own district. but it 
i~ likelv to occur i;l UlJV dictrict. Lt't 
us see that our inspectors put a stop to it. 
Lot the inspectors know that they have all 
the force of the Government behind them 
when thcv insist that the State children shall 
get fair treatment. I cono:rat.ulate the Min­
ister on the good work he has done, The 
amount of the Estimate shows the good work 
that is being done bv thic department. It 
means that thousands (,f lives arc being saved 
to the Statr. which would otherwise be lost 
in earl v childhood. I hope the ::VI inister will 
take notice Of my rof8L'llCCS to the one child 
rnoth<'r and the necessitv for developing the 
intelligence of these boys and girls. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (illbcrt): I want it to 
be distinctly understood that I cc•rtaiuly cast 
no refl·ection on the dopartnwnt. After 
coming in contact with the officers ?f the 
department right from the head tothe mspec­
tors, I know that they ha \'e the mtere ;ts of 
the children at heart. 

:\1r. \VEIR: I will accept your apology. 
(Laughter.) 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I an; not. apDlogising 
at all. I know that the Director is sympa­
thetic, but the whole policy is regulatc'd by 
the Minister. I desire to pay this tribute 
to thDse off-icers with \Vhorn for so n1any years 
I canw into contact. and I can only f-:-ty that 
if the-.- are left a!Dnc to carrv out tht>ir 
duties.' they wm do so efficiently' and for the 
benefit or' the children entrusted to their 
care. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES (Hon. A. 
,J. J ones, l'arldington) : The hon. member for 
;\1arvborou<rh has raisod the question of 
State childr~n', education. I de·ire to mention 
that some of them have won "'holarships 
and been educated at high srhoDls and at 
grammar schools. although none of ihem 
has reaclwd the University yet. The policy 
of the department is to endeavour to enc_our­
age them in this direction as far a· poss1ble. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: \Vill the hon. gentleman 
u.lso sav that the late K. 11. G1'ant. gave the 
Direct~r those powers when ho was Secretary 
for Public Instruction? 

Quvction put and passed. 

STE.:DIER " OTTER." 

The SECRETARY FOR :.VIINES (Hon. A. 
J J ones, Paddington): I beg to move-

" That £4,753 be granted for 'Steamer 
'Otter.' '' 
There is a reduction in the vote of £537. 

That is due to reduced cost of coal, stores, 
repairs, and overhaul. 
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HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albrrt): I think that 
this vote desBrvos a little ren1ark in viev~' of 
the large number of pcrsom carried by the 
" Otter," and it js not out of place to cxpref's 
the appreciation of the Committee for the 
in;·ariablc courtesy and care which the cap· 
tam and crew of the ve,'el display towards 
then· passengers, so that it has ahYavs been 
a pleasure to tra-vel by her. ~ 

IIoNOURABLE :i\IEMBERS: Hear hear ~ 
Question ·put and passed. ' 

)fiSCELLAXEOUS SERYICES. 

The SECRETARY FOR ).IIi\ES (Hon. A. 
J. J ones, Paddington): I be'3' to move-

" That £31,450 be granted for ' 1\Iiscel· 
laneous Services (Suh-division).' " 

Hon. members will observe that there is an 
increase in this vote of £5,000. \Y c are ask­
mg for £5,000 this year for the de3truction 
of pricklv-pcar instead of £1 000 

Mr. ,J.· H. C. ROBERTS: A;·c ,:ou satisfied 
IYith the work that is being dor{c? 

The SECRETARY FOR '!\IIXES: In the 
destruction of pear generally? 

Mr. J. H. C. Rom:HTs: Yes. 

The SECRETARY FOR '!\liNES: Yes. 
I think a good deal more can be done than 
has been done in the past. The Premier a 
few night? ago mentioned that it is proposed 
to assist m the establishment of a board to 
deal with this post. 

:i\11-. T. R. RoBEH'rS: Did :-·ou spend the 
£1,000 last year? 

T~e SECHET 'LHY FOR :'.II-"'ES: Y cs; 
thmk we spent mort' than that. The hon. 

member for Durnott will boar we out that 
the Rawbelle and Auburn shires have done 
Yer,v good \York on the roads under their 
control. Probably the GoYermnent haYe done 
Inore to eradicaV•. pricklv~pe<.n~ than any other 
Gm·ernment. I take sm.110 little credit in the 
n1a.ttcr, because the Sta tP a rsrnic mine was 
e·hblishod solely to assist in th" eraditction 
of prickly-pear. I am sure the hon. member 
will bear me out. that \\O h:tYe done Yor,v good 
work by supplymg cheap arsenic. 

:1Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: This Yote is for the 
porposo of eradicating the pl .. t throuo·h the 
1oca l authorities? o 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\JI-"'RS: Tire 
Home Department has bPon sub,idismg the 
local authoritie> for prickly-pear destruction. 

At 7.57 p.m., 
Mr. DuKSTAN (Oyrnpic), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, r,·lioYod the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS (Rozrcn): I ,.-ould like a 
little information from the '\1iniclel' as to 
the items in this vote. I notice that the 
amount for the destruction of prickly-pear 
is to be increased from £1.001 to £5.000. 
Th~ other night we voted £2.000 for nricklY­
pcar destruction in the Chlcf Ser~~ctar!;)R 
Estimates. 

1\Ir. C:onsEH: That is for the Common· 
wealth Prickly-pear Commission. 

Mr. COLLIKS: The hon. membPl' may get 
to be a JV[inister with vcrv rcdical views 
son1e day, but at present he iS mDro ronscrva­
t!ve than his father. (Laughter.) I should 
hke to know where that £5,000 is going to 
be spent. Then I notice a grant to the 
Creche and Kindergarten Association of 

Queensland of £1,100. Does that associa­
tion operate outside Brisbane? There is 
also a vote of £200 to the Aloxandra Home 
at Coorparoo. Is that purely a homo for 
the metropolis aloo '! Then then• an• other 
votes for the metropolitan area, and I would 
like to know what services the institutions 
concerned perform to the community. There 
is a vote of £200 to the Societv for the Pre· 
vention of Cruelty, Brisbane.· Cruelty to 
what? Cruelty to human being· or to dumb 
animals? There is also a vote of £50 to the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, Towns­
Yille. To·wnsville must be a fairly decent 
place if they require only £50. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\IINES (Hon. A. 
J JoiH'•, Paddington): The amount placed 
orr the Estimates last ;·ear ro pwvide sub-
8idies to local authorities for prickly-pear 
dcotruction was £1,000, and the total amount 
exrwnded was £1,786 6s. 9d. I think we can 
justify that expenditure. Tho principal sub­
sidies were-Fitzroy Shire Council, £290 9s. 
5c1.; Gayndah Shire Council. £84 7,, lld.; 
Hawbclle Shire Council, £832 9s. lld.; 
Rosenthal Shire Council, £370 16s. 8cl. ; 
'l'arampa Shire Council, £208 2s. lld. 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBEllTS: Do you subsidise 
the conncils £1 per £1? 

The SECRETARY FOl't :!YIIKES: Yes. 

Mr. CORSER (!Jnrnttt): I am ver.Y 
pleased that the Minister has incrc.csed th1s 
vote·. Discussing the Estirr1atrs last year 
I compla.ined that the vote had been reduced 

to £1,000. Since that time 
[8 p.m.] certain action has bccz: tak.::n 

on behalf of the shll'cs m 
mv electorate. Tho Rawbcllo Shire went 
su~ far a"' to con1mnnic3,te \vith a number of 
other shiru, with the rccult that Rawbe~le, 
Uayndah. Degilbo, Tuampa, Bung-1!, Ft~Z· 
roy, Living-stone, and Roscnthal counmls 
d;,cided to approach the Homo Secretary 
and l'l'clucst an increase in this vote. Un­
fortunatPlv the Home Secretary was so 
ur1\\·cll that he asked that the interview be 
dchyed. \Ye are sorr;· that he is not w~ll 
enough CYC'n now t? lrsto~ to th? appre~Ia­
tion of his action m fulfcllmg l11s promise. 
He> intimated that, whilst it was impossible 
fD!' him to see us, arrange1ncn~s ~ad been 
made to meet our desire, and an mcreased 
amount \:ould be proYidecl. This vot: is .a 
credit to the Home Department, wh10l1 IS 
the only department i.r: the State that has 
done an vthing practica; in the direction of 
5aying from the ravage' of the pear tho 
lands vested in it. 

The SECRETAHY FOil MrxEs : Y on are wrong 
there. 

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to tres­
pass on my rights by referrine;: to the inaction 
oi the Lands Department. Smce 1911-12 t.he 
Home Department ha-, provided no less a 
sum than £33,400. The proYi si on of this 
money was made nossible bv the late Home 
Secre'tarv the hou~ member' for A1bert, who 
admi niste'rcd it beneficially. It has be on of 
snch great advantage that in the Bm·nett 
district up to the preeent tlm<:; the lo.cal 
authoriti<c, have spent £18,736 m clearmg 
roads a.nd r0servcs infested -with the pear, 
half of which the ratepayers found. 
That has been a benefit to travelling stock. 
and to the struggling incliYi.cJna.I who has 
had to live alongside it and observe the 
conditions of the '!and laws bv keeping his 
place free from infestation. It is a shame 

~Mr. Corser.] 
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that Crown lands are not similarly treated. 
They are 'ecd-heds, and lead to the reinfesta· 
tion of the holdings of people who a.re corn· 
pelled by law to keep their places clean­
people >y.ho are being drained in body and 
soul, as well as financiallyJ in an endeavour 
t0 keep their places clc>a r of the pest. It 
is a pleasure to find that £5,000 is being 
appropriated. 'l'he shi"e of Auburn applied 
to be brought under the section of the Act 
that provides for the proclaiming of clcarable 
areas. Certain divisions of that shire are 
easily clearable. ·when they made applica­
tion to the Home Department, the depart­
ment refused to make the proclamation. 
Until it is made, they are not entitled to 
any subsidy. Fortunately, after many 
representations had beell made, the Auburn 
shire received £300 last year to cover eome 
expenses which had been incurred. I hope 
that, with the increase in the vote, the 
Auburn Shire will be iecluded in the clear­
able area,, so that the ratepayers, who are 
prepared to go on wit], the g-ood work of 
clearing the roads, may be enabled to secure 
a subsidy from the grant. 

Tho hon. member for Bowcn referred to 
lh€ vote of £2,000 which was passed in an 
earlier Estima,te in connection with the 
dearing of prickly-pear. It must be remem­
bered that that sum is for scientific investi­
gation through the Commonwealth Bureau 
of Science and Industry. Some years ago, 
country members-including the then 
Labour member for Normanby, to-day a 
reformed and advanr·JJ member of the 
Country party-(laug.hter)-made representa­
tions to the then Premier (Mr. Ryan) to 
secure that vote of £2,000 to the Bureau 
of Science and Industry. provided that New 
South ·wales made available £2,000 and the 
Commonwealth £4.000 a vear. That £8,000 
has been a.ppropriated f;·om year to year 
i,l an endeavour to find, through the Bureau 
of Science and Industry, some means of 
coping scientifically with the pear. Until 
"" do it by some cheap means, the greater 
part of our huge pear-infested territory will 
remain waste land. I think that the people 
d l not pay sufficient re-gard to the amount 
of trouble that will be c<msed to those who 
arc to come after us. C'•nsidering that eight 

cars ago it was claimed that we had 
30,000;000 acres under pear, and that the 
menace was expanding at the rate of 1,000,000 
acr.es e.-cry year, we might fairly sav that 
we now have something like 40,000,000 acres 
of pear-infested country. \Ve would spend 
a large amount of money to stop an invader 
from any other country coming along and 
taking- our country-though he might develop 
it. How much more, then, should we trv 
to prevent this pest rendering our country 
a,bsolutely v.-orthless? It is a great pity that 
w<e. cannot remove this question from party 
poht1cs and settle ourselves to a solution 
of the problem. \Ve are too fond of shoYing 
it aside. It is sad b g-o throug-h our 
beautiful territory and find that re-infesta­
tion has rendered the past work of the 
pioneer worthless. Thousands of acres in 
Pvery direction are bemg rendered useless. 
It is plc>asing to note that some action is 
being ta.ken with regard to the establishment 
of a board. I hopo that the Government 
'·ill not delay its creation. It has been 
"dvocr,ted bv us for many vears. When 
"ctab_lished. {t should be ren:'loved from party 
~ ,,lJtiCs. The member; should have full 
,, uthority to work in the best interests of the 
St"tc, and there shoul<i be no rod-tape in 
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granting concessions to people who are pre­
pared to clear areas which can be used as 
buffer areas to prevent the spread of the 
nest. Assistance should be given to people 
living round the pear areas, so that they 
might clear their lands, which then would 
become buffer areas. Do not deny to scien­
tific investigation the few thousand pounds 
which are essential to rid the State of the pest. 

Mr. BREKNAN: How manv stations have 
already been wiped out by the pear? 

Mr. CORSER: Quite a number, and far 
more settlers. \Ve should appoint a Com­
mission to look thoroughly into the spread 
of pear and the trouble and hardship that it 
is causing to struggling people "I\ ho are try­
ing to fulfil certain conditioEs. W P should 
giYt~ 1noro time jn Parlia1ncnt to considering, 
from a non-party point of Yiew, what is the 
bc,,t to be done in this direction. 

::Hr. GLEDSON (lzmcich): I think the 
grant of £200 to the Alexandra Home, Coor­
paroo, is 1noncy wrll spent. That home is 
doing splendid work for babies and young 
children. I am plettsod that the Govern­
ment arc continuing the grant to the Salva­
tion Army Re,cue Home for Discharged 
Prison<>rs. I think that that money is also 
money well spent. No doubt, tho work that 
institution is Joing will help Queensland, 
because it will help to assist those who arc 
down and out, and will enable them to be 
replaced in society again \\·hpn otherwise 
they would probably go to the wall. 

I desire particularly to draw attention to 
the endowment for beneyolent societies. I 
do not think that they arc doing the work 
that the3· ought to do, or that the money is 
being used in a way that it should be used. 
~\bout a fortnight ago I saw a report of the 
Brisbane Benevolent Society in the paper, 
which report pointed out that 0omcthing liko 
£206 \Yas sp0nt in relief and that £101 had 
boon incurred in expenses. I thought there 
must have been some mistake, and that, 
instead of £206, 1t must have been £2,006, 
and that th<' expenses were £101. I got a 
report from the sociot;:, and I found that 
for the year the subscriptions were £161 7s. 
1d .. anJ the expenses were £101 13s. Sd., 
loss a refund of £1 1s., leaYing £100 12s. Sd. 
in expenses. The Government subsidy \vas 
£109 13.s. 6d. I do not think it is a g-ood 
policy to pay £1 to receive £1 10s. as is 
being do no bv this society. Of the mone:; 
collected to relieve the stress in Brisbane, I 
find that £300 has beE'n put into war loan 
bond·, and that interest is being drawn from 
it. I do not think the Government give 
subsidies to people to be put into war loan 
on which to receive interest. I sec that the 
vote is continued again this year. I think 
some inquiry should be made into the manner 
in which the money is spent. It should be 
spNlt straight out on people in distress. \Ve 
find that the balance in the bank is £139 
16s. 4d., and in the Sa.-ings Bank £201, or 
a total of £340 16s. 4d., yet that society is 
drawing a subsidy from the Government. \Ye 
hayo been told by hon. members opposite 
that thoro is a groat deal of distrc'··S in 
Brisbane, and if the Government are pre­
pared to grant mbsidies for the purposes of 
relief, whv should the 'Dcioties invest £300 
in a war 'loan and haYe practically £340 in 
the bank·: The Government should not have 
to advance money to s.vcll bank balances or 
war loan investments. That is not the idea 
at all. Tlw money should be spent on rcl;ef 
and gi,·en to tho people who need it. 
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J\Ir. VO\YLES (Dalb!J): The amount 
...tpprnpriatcJ last year under this vote was 
£26.450. I wou!J like to know to what 
iten1s this amount refers. On locking 
through the rccorJs for last yccn l find that 
thcrl' was no appropriation for the Creche 
and Kindergarten As-:ociation, QtH-{~nsland, 
the Institute of Social Sen·ice, the SaiYation 
Arrily He-cue I-Iomc, or the Society for Pre­
Ycntwn of Cruelty. Either that money was 
not used or it was not appropriated by Par­
liameut. I cannot find anything last year 
ha.-ir;~· any reference to it. I find a lot of 
discn:pancie::; under other yotcs, 1norc par­
ticularlY as to the number on the staff. I 
have aireadv mentioned this in connection 
with the .-ot'e for the relief of aboriginals. 

In connection with the vote for de~.i.n1ctlon 
of prickly-pear, it "'""'ould scen1 to me that 
\YlH'J'e there is "Pal'S(~ pear th~ local authori­
ties do not ~<-~en1 to bo ::t\Yare of the condi­
tiom under the Local Authorities Act, 
whercb:, thee· obtain a subsidy on money 
which is intended for the eradication of pear 
in certain area;:;. 

The SEr'RETAllY JiOR l\1!:-:Es: \Vith regard to 
the qucction of tho vol<•·· this year not being 
statuU under "51iscellancou ,. ScrYices " 1n 
the Estiinatc~ last year, I '' ould point out 
to the hon. gentleman that the items have 
been rearranged. 

::Hr. YO\VLES: The local authoritie~ do 
not ,eem to bo ""'are of the pov:ers existing 
under the Act. 

l\Ir. BREXXAN : The Rosenthal and Tarampa 
shire·. do. 

l\Ir. YO\VLES: In Dalbv we got rid of 
all the pear in tho municipality. I know the 
Tarampa Shire Council did a certain 
amount of work, but I do not know that 
they have ·done all the work that should be 
done. ""nyone who trayeJs up and do\Yn the 
railway line will notice pear g-rowing in the 
,-icinity of the park at Ipswich. It is a 
scandalous thing to ha.-e prickl:r--pear grow­
ing almost in the heart of an important city 
like Ips,,c,ich. The matter should be brought 
before the local authoritv, so that they will 
be compelled to got rid· of the pear. Once 
it starts to seed we do not know where it is 
g-oing to end. Prickly-pear looks very inno­
cent \vhcn it is growing, but ,vhen the seed­
ing process starto, the trouble begins. and 
c ou cannot block it. I am glad that the 
,·otc has been increas<)d from £1.000 to 
£5.000, and I trust that the local authoritieo 
will ta~.e the advantage afforded to them in 
that direction. 

Rdcrence has been made to !Iw accumnlo­
tiou of funds bv benevolent societies. I do 
not think it is fair to criticise them without 
kno,ving the reasons why this is done. 

The S!i RETARY FOR l'eBLIC IxsTRUCTIOX : 
The mane· is Yoted for relief each year. It 
is giYen f~r tho purpose of relieving di~trcss 
for that particular year. 

;}h. VOWLES: If that is so. then the 
n1onoy should be spent, n1o.rn. particularly in 
,·cry deserving cases. 

At 8.21 p.m., 

The C'nAIROIA:'<! resumed the chair. 

:\1r. VO\VLES : I would like some infor­
mation with regard to the grant of £200 to 
the Institute of Social Snvice. That is ono 
nf those pccnliar iten1s that we s0c in the 
Estimates. \Y c saw recently from the papers 
whore a similar institution in T'oowoornba 

wa~ l'lceiving lY'nei-it frm:n the proceeds of 
ga1nbling under a pcrrnit frmn the Dopal~t­
tW'!lt of Jn,ticc a.nd the nwnc,,· voas used 
for .elcctioneerlng purposes. L 

1\;Ir. T. H. RoBJmT~: That wa' a Jiffen>nt 
thing altog-ether. That was educational, not 
:;ocial. 

1\Tr. VO\VLES: I am Yen plea· ·d lo hPdl' 
that. It seerns a shaPg<.' t•HPg to DlP that 
£50 shonicl be set do\\'n '" a grant to the 
Socictv for PrcYenbon of Cn.I('lb·, 'Iu-r,·ns­
\~ille. ~~·hilo hurnanc societies in othei~ impor­
t<1Ilt citie~ do not require to be ~nbsidised. 
l,:Yhat occ 1 ''.ion is there fnr To\rnsville 
receiYing £50, and other in1portant to1.vns 
rc'cPi,-c nuthing at all? It S·~C'rns l''!.thcr a 
rPflection that Brisbane a::1d To,vnsv1lk are 
the only tv:o cities in QucPHsland that require 
;nb;;;idif'ing in order to rnake the people 
1110re hun1u.ne. 

The SECRE'i'ARY FOR ::\]_JXE~ : pn:sunH~ 
there art~ no societies in the other cities. 

.!\Ir. VO'\VL ES : It sr en's to me rather 
rcrr>ad;:able that other lrnportant places, such 
as Toowooml>a, Ipswich, and Rockha:npton. 
haYC' no ~oci2ties for the preYention of 
Cl'uclt::. 

~Tr. CLEDSOK: The Brisbane ~ocicty works 
up the !itw. 

Mr. VO\VLES: V\~ith rcr;ard to the grant 
to the Salvation Armv HescnP Home for 
Di8charged Pri::onc1 ·~, I rnay say, from ;ny 
experience of the various religious bod1cs, 
thn,t th0ro is no Lod? I know of that dcsr>r~;-~~ 
Pncour:tgcn10nt more than th0 SalYation 
_/\rrny do'".S In respect to it~- prison \vork. .It 
is the one form of religion that sends tts 
officers to the gaols, and tries to do some 
good to the people in trouble. 

1\Ir. BREN:'\AK (Tool/'nom/vr): RegardinR 
the grant to the Society for the Proventi_on 
of Cnwlt;:. I Y;ould point out that pohce 
officers have power to de~! wtth any persons 
f!uilt:.-· of cruPity to animals. In Toowoomba 
there is an honorar:- society, and all legal 
T\·ork for the society is don~ without char'?'1-'. 
If a con.-iction is obtained, of course the 
solicitor gct·J his fees from the other 'ide. 
I do not · .. ee any rteceHity for the Yote at 
all, and when people arc paid to attend to 
that duty, the money could be put to a more 
us0ful lllll'fJOS0. 

Regarding the voto of £5.000 for the 
r[p.trnction of prickly-pear, if the local 
authorities do avail thc•mselvh of the pro­
visions of the Act, thP l\~inister should follow 
it up and scc that they kPep down t~e 
prickly-rlC'ar once it has been destroyed .. V\ o 
know that in the past certain shire counctllors 
have dcstroved nricklv-pear at a big cost to 
the ratPpayers ... and 'then other counc_illors 
havo come along and allowed the pr~ckly­
pear to f!TOW again. Vr-,-c kno\v that pnckly­
pear seedlings \\"ill come up ten years afi cr­
\Yards. and nnless these ~'oung plants arc 
kept down it is uselt _ss to clear the pear. _I 
hope the 1\Iinister \\'lll .se0 that the pear ts 
kept down, and that he will han' an officer 
appoint0d to report every year on the way 
in \Yhich the money has been spent. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Winrl.•,or): I take it that 
the Auditor-Gen0ral or son1e otl1er Govern­
ment officer scrutinises the account,s of these 
various societies in order to see that the 
money is being expcndccl for th, purpose for 
·.-hi eh it \vas contribut0d bv the Government. 
I do not think the Gm·ornment would 1Je 
lax in that direction. The hon. member for 
Bowcn wanted to know some-thing about these 

Mr. Taylo1·.] 
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votes, and he mentioned the Alc"-andra. 
Home. I happen to know a little about the 
Alexandra Home, and it wonld be a very 
good plan if nwmbcrs of Parliament followed 
the advice given by the hon. rrwmbor for 
Maryborough and visited som· of the e insti­
tutions, as then thPy would have first-hand 
information of what ,;as being done. The 
hon. member alw menhonr>cl the Homo at 
\V,,oloowin, whieh I also happen to know 
son1ctbing <;'cbout, as it is ]n my own clncto­
rate. That home is doing· oxcelknt work. 
and is well aclmiGistered in eyery pos·.iblo 
way; and I can ""Y tbo srrme of the 
.\Joxandra Homo. In the last report I saw 
that thoro were somewhere bet.1•een eighty 
and a hundred young-tc•rs in th~ Home. I 
do not think the hon. memhPr for Ipswich 
was quite right \Yhon he >aid they took in 
]Jabies at that. home. I think a child mu·t 
be thn•e or four ye>tn of flf{e before they 
will take it in. At any rate, thf'rC' a1·o 
beh,'een eighty and a hundred children iu 
the home, which is manar~od and directed by 
a committee of ladie··. and they do splendid 
woek. Th- home is bcau.ifullv situated: I 
do 11ot snpposo thcr0 B a, · horno bPttcr 
situated for the pm·p<>sc in the whole of the 
metropolitan area. and tlw self-denying work 
carried out bv the -..romen who <lircct the 
a.c, ivitics of 'trw homo is ' orthv of tho 
highest commcndaJion. I notice that there 
is a grant of £200 for the home. but from 
what I know of the wor~:. I should sav it 
takes b0tween £2.000 and £3.000 a year 
to run the honw in the way it i::~ being 1·un 
at pr0sont. That mon0v is raised most!:· by 
voluntary contributions. 

Mr. BRE;>;NAN: Do th0v Lot gd a subsidy 
of 10s. in the £1? · 

Mr. TAYLOR: :'\ot that I know of. So 
far as I know, they onh- get the £200 grant. 
There [l;ro a. nurnbcr of cots 1n th0 home 
which have been don a tcd b·· different 
people. and these people also' contribute 
towards the upkeep of those c"t•;, ancl the 
funds of the homo are alw supplemented by 
contributions from na ronb-;. For i!Jst:tn{'l\ n 
man ma:. lose his wife and be left with three 
or four yonn~ children, and he finds it wonld 
nrobn blv be b0ttcr for hirn to break un hjs 
home a'nd put his youn(\"sters into a home 
slH:h as !he Alexandra Home. and he agrees 
to conL·tbute 15s. or £1 a wedt, jnst \Yhat 
he can afford, for thA maintenance of his 
children while thev are in the home. That 
is the wav in which the fu':lds of the home 
arc ntised.and I would like to go over there 
one day with the hon. member for Bowcn. 

Mr. COLL1NS: The hon. member for Bowen 
is a fairly bus:'i~ rna.n. 

-:\Ir. TAYLOR: vVe arc all busv men. I 
iuet give this information to di~a buse the 
hon. member's mind of anv doubts he mav 
lmve with rcptrd to thai· p[uticular grant. · 

:;\Jr. COLLT}';S: I ca.st no reflection on that 
home. I only asked for information. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I did not sav that the 
!1'Jll. member did C"LSt anv rdlection on the 
home. I have only given· information which 
I know to be absolutelv correct, as I know 
th0 whole of the memher-· of the committee 
running the hon1c. 

\Vith r<Ogard to the grant to the Institute 
of Social Son·ice referred to bv the leader 
of the 0)1pD'<ition; that is all ~ight. 1 take 
it. as this Imtitntc has been ii1 c'cistencc 
110\V for more than t0n 'cars. It was 
started by the Reverend Loyal \Virt in a 
building in the Valley that \vas previoucly 

[llir. Taylor. 

used a a, tobacco factorv. It ls be1ng ruu 
by a comtnittco of la(l~('" and gcntlcnlCll,. 
nnd 1 hP hte hoD. nwmb,•r for J\Ierthyr, 
l\1r. 2\1cLachlan, is ~till on the: cotumittcc, 
and hao Lc•en clocl'l.\" as-ociated with the· 
work of the institution CYC'r slnce it was 
startcrl. The Institut • looks aftc•r boys and 

girls. anJ is doing a v·_:r.f good 
[8.30 p.m.] work m that thick]:· po!'nhted 

p~1d- of t1H~ nH-tropoli:;:, and i~ 
\Yell worthv of the yoto '"t clO\YJ:. l would 
br'Rl' rn tc.:itjiYlOll\" to tht' rood "'SOrk the 
S,·_~.h-atic;n Artny a~·p doing- , the grant:-< 
they arc' gcttin_~r. Th(' aitn Y<lriou.;:; 
org:anisat]Ons is to rn.akc good nH n Hn(l 
,~-on1cn of those \>ho 1)ac.:s through their 
honlC:3, and they nrp dc'seryjng of the sup­
port of the State. I -houltt llkc ro sec the 

irwrcascd. but probn.hl~, it is in1p0'· 
to do that "t the• [ll'C'f ·1t time. 

~1r. \YARRE:'\ (.lf,,n·,uillw): There is ftl' 

item. in this yote, of £15.000 hr lire brig·adc• 
I hr1ve IiO intention of criticising the fire 
brigad('" --I hnve an ~Hlmlration- for the 
v.oudcrfu} work thc:y do--but there arc place 
dl~tant fron1 to\YD v:h(•rc_• there i:'- no fir~ 
brigade. R('ccnt fire·-; hn ,~P b!·ouc·ht. hr-:-1w 
th0 nccc.;;;::;;]t-;,· of ''fnnc+lJiHJr being done in 
those districts. The dP-) rtm(•nt d1onlcl 
in~i . ..;;t on prerautionf' tal;;:t•ll in the~ 
rcn -;tnif'1-ion of bui1din:,rs oat.~-ide places 
'"'here thrrP i~ so n1nelt danger frotn fire. 
Tnke tbo fire at Chi, chilia. There was 
£40,000 worth of daH1~ ·L' donr· there, and 
ibP cJ1~trict is ;ro1ng t~J lw hit for yea•:s 
to ccrnc. It would haYP bc .. ;n better it 
pnst Go\~Prnuwnt:::; lwd ~"011 
of compcllin~ people, v.-h, n 
lng the·,o towns: to takr against 
ill'/?-, In one- ca.r.c thcr;_• wa ~ a ~ho11 built 
of reinforec·d concrete. 

?.Ir. BRE:-iNAX: Is that o·oar shcp: 

:::Vlt-. \V ARREX: ~ e,, a ne! !as< tirrH' ot 

:-.aycd the town front b in~r ·'XPpt by fir0. 
"\lthnup:h £40.000 clanwg·p \,·tt:-; dt1n'· L.Y tl10 fire. 
only £30 cbmagc wfls dorn• to that buildin2;. 
I hone thn t. the IIon1o Sc:cr0ta rv ~~·nl .c:r.o h1tn 
this -matter a,nd see that JWOlJC-r prcrautjons 
ni·o tttken '-\'hen l~nildinf,~ n;__·~ bl'ing con­
~trurted in those places. 

I waEt to join \\'ith ot.hL•r hon. 1nen1bcr· 
in snpportlng the grant:) to tho Salvation 
Army. \Ve think it i., a laudable thint;· 
to saYe property from but tho SaJvation 
..---\ rrn~v a1·c sa yjng hun1an aiEl wo- can 
all feel glad that ··uch good work i~ being 
done b~Y th~ i-\rn1~·. ::'\l7 -opinion is that OIH~ 
\Yornan l'L:-:iCLH~d bY the- Sah .:ttion _:_-\nn-; i:3-
worth tc'ns of th~u~rlrds of nounds to~ th0 
Rlnh~. \Vhilc there j_, IailurC on th.· part 
of sor:nc ·"·ho arc rcsctH•d to continue in the­
r:~ht path, :;:plcndid vvork i~ Lcin~ done. J 
vvould seggcst that the grf';tt ya,luP of thi~ 
\vork be r '('Ogn-isccl -by vlari11_., H larp.:er 
(!nlOunt on the Estin1aies fc'l' the• f~:hlYation 
..:\.rn1y. 

:\lr. J. II. C. ROBERTS (J'dt.,·u•orth): l 
sec that the <Llnonn+ 11ut dov, for d1e 
dcstrueti<Jn of nrjc1dv lH 'fU' ln.s been 
increased from £-1.000 ·io £5,000 thi·, year, 
but that ~n a:s to 1n0 to be rather a h01;ch".3 
amount in view of tlw faet thnt. 'Thile we 
r;rc clca,·ing, say, £20.00~ or £25.000 worth 
o~ land frmn pri('kly-p(_:Lr lJL'r annucn, the 
)JC'::Jr i:: cluing incrensing- d2.n1agc at the 
:·:tt<• of £40.000 or £50,000 \Vortb per onnum. 
I~ SC'ems to me that what is wanted is a 
definite policy which will enable us to cope 
with prickly pear. On many areas on the 
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]icvvn:-) wbPrc tnt're \Yas no pricld:'-· pear ton 
.Yt>nrs ago 1arp·c quantitiPs nn' tu he found 
to-clay, pri~lf'ipally on rcnurcha:;ed ('stntf~S 
r 1 kPn oyer bv the GoYcrn~nc·Ht. ~-\ lot of Hn~" 
lnnrl \YFIR t,hr.o\vn up bPrausc rnen fou:)d they 
could not PHlk~~ a li\Tine; on it, a 1:cl }i hns 
! ._'-cnn1e a hot--1x·rl for thl~ r;,prc1d of prirkly­
pt ar. Tho Government have not don0 a~ly­
rhing to cope with the pear which is con11ng 
11:1 on that land. 

Th~> SECllETARY FOR MIXES: Br;nJ ''P thio 
J:.att.cr on the Lands E--ti.1natcs. 

:-,1r. J. I-L C. ROBERTS: I hope the 
C ·~utirmun is not going to confine us irnply 
In the qur ,t,ion of \\"ht thor it is rig-ht to 
-J~nt £5.000 to chire councils for clearing 

''Rr from the roads. 1_
1hc quo::-t.ion of deal­

\·ith 11l'jf'kly-110ar is far too big to 
it to the cptestion of whether the 

Goyernmeut cue right or \\-rong in giving 
£5.000 to clollr the l'rickly-p •ar on the 
r;;ad" in shire' (Ou,.cils. It is tjn10 that the 
iH'opl" ... p;orc"iatcd the fact that prickl:v­
tH'a~· ha~ gone beyond s}mJ1ly being dealt 
:,vith b:v Ioc ,J authorihes in a spasmodie 

av. It Pas l::c·co:rw a ~~':'r0at national ques~ 
rio~l, anll on<' wou!d expect to see a definite 
pnlic,\" ndqptN1 in rega.rd to th' dr4trnct~on 

1·11· priddy-pe. r. 
'ThP 8ECU=:T_\RY :i'OR :\1-c,:T;::::: TilP Pr('rnicr 

lJid do\vn a ~( hcrne. 

Tlw CHAilDJ :'1.:':\: I do !lot wish to 
r··:'·d·rlc"!i the hem. nw1nber, but, ·while I reali~e 
, he inn)()rta.ncf~ of the 11oint he hac;. raised, 
I would lJOint out thaf this vote provides 

{1nlv for t~1c d0Rtrudion of nridd' -near by 
~-hi~~c conncil-. - "' -

i\Ir. J. ll. C. ROBERTS: Ha Ye not the 
.•hirlo ccuneils got authorit:c O\"Pr all the land 
jq their areA<:<,? I clairn that I arn pcr­
ft>rtly in order in di~Tusing the qnC'stion. 

The CHAIR-;.,L\?\': I would point out 
~ ·ain to the hon. mcn1ber that thi partlcu1ar 
'1te. ·,·:hich has been incrPased from £1,000 
uo £5.000. donJ, with the pear-clearing to lw 
done by lof'al aut}~oriti<:, only. 

'Yir .. J. H. C. RODERTS: In cJe,,rabk 
n.r0a.;;. Thi~~ :'~Ct>nls to bP a ridiculous!v sn,'lll 
,'YllDlmt. It SC'C!DCJ to me that, if we spent 
£50.000 pPr annum for the next three years, 
1\'8 ,., ould get a bolt er result than by spend­
lng £150,00C in thirty or fort~· :vcan•. I an:1 
r~ot C'arplng nt the GoYcrnmcnt. If the 
. n·lckl.< -pear ~pn::-,-.:ls at t:1c rate ii- is Sln·cnd­
i:£g rw-, ", \YC shall very soon }JaY(' it in 
Queen str-:._~ct in Bri~banc. If thls vote of 
£5,000 w: s increased to £50,000. v. e sl1ould 
li ·L vc ~~omt result. 

}lr. C:OLL1:\S: Tbr-n ~vou \Yould get up and 
critleis<' our P"\:pPnditnrc. 

:\Ir .. J. H. C. ROBF~RTS: I would point 
O'Jt that £177.0(10 was spent la,st year on 
outdoor relief. 

:\fr. CoLLIKS: On human beings. 

:VIr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is not a 
question of human beings. It i;; a question 
of ,, hether we are going to save Queens­
land for the white people that wo have got 
now. If we do not realise. the danger of the 
prickly-pear menace, the time is not far 
nistant when we shal; have two-thirds of 
the country under pear. If we are only 
going to aJlow £5,000 to assist the local 
.1nthoritics to clear pear, then we are not 

going to got valuable work done. It is 
simply a flea-bite. The Government should 
S]Jend four or five timps that amount, and 
1hcn we would get some good results from 
1t. Hon. members do not realise what the 
Jn·ickly-pear means to Queensland, and to 
the rising generation. 

Mr. CoLLINS: There are £10,000 on the 
Lands Estimates. 

The PREmER : It is a legacy from past 
Governments. 

.l\It-. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The late Go· 
\'Prnmont left the GoYernment a legacy in 
tJ,' Teeasury, and they " blewed" it. If 
they would " blew " the prickly-pear as 
easily a.s they did that money, it would be a 
[;'God thing for Queensland. 

I agree with the hon. member for JY1ur· 
rnmba that the Salvation Army have done 
good '·'·ork for Queensland, so far acc their 
rc:::.cuc work is concerned ; and I am pleased 
to sec the amount on the Estima tAs to assist 
the army in its rescue vvork. I congratulate 
tlP Ministc1· and the department for putting 
these amounts on the Estimates. 

I would like the Minie,tor to give us some 
information about the £2,000 a ked for in 
conn<'ction with polls under the Liquor Act. 
I notice there is an amount of £200 for the 
Prevention of Cruelty Society in Brisbane, 
and £50 for the same societ,· in Townsville. 
I think that is money well spent. Surely 
there is not a mrembcr of this House who is 
S'J devoid. of humanity as to refuse to give 
n:lief to w±Iering dumb animals. 

:VIr. llRENXAX: The servJCP' should be 
honorary. 

:Vir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If the hon. 
gentleman was wearing a boot that was too 
tight for him and was expected to walk 
nround Brisbane for some hours while wear­
ing that tight boot, hE' would want some 
l'elief. vYell, a horse with a sore neck or 
a sor,, back suffers the same excruciating 
pa.in as the hon. member would if he had 
a tight boot, but he would not make the 
,amo noise about it as the hon. member. 

:i\Ir. BRENNAN: You want to pay the man 
vdw exposes it. 

Mr. J. H. C. IWBERTS: Yes. We need 
L ha vc some inspectors to look after these 
things, and to catch people who work horses 
wffering from sore bucks. 

Mr. BRENKAX: The police do it now . 

:Vir. .J. H. C. ROBERTS: I know that 
excellent work is done in East Toowoomba, 
and I am pleased that they have got a 
member there w.ho appreciates the work done 
by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals. The hon. member for Too· 
woomba evidently does not b0Iicvo in it, 
but I would lik·e to sec a special grant 
made for Toowoomba, to prevent cruelty to 
animals. I hope the Government will see 
their way to make that grant. 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. ,J. J one··. Paclrlinr!tOn) : With reference 
to the £2.000 asked for in connection with 
t hP polls under the Liquor Act, a poll is 
to take place in J'I'Iay next year. As that is 
in the present financial year, provision must 
be made for the taking of the poll. There 
are three requests in already. The hon. 
member for Bm·nett, in speaking of the 
crccdication of prickly-pear, said that the 

Hon. A. J . .Tones.] 
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Home Department did more than any other 
dr'JHU'tment. I do not >vant to talk about 
v:hat thP IIomP DPpa1·trr1ent havl~ done ln 
this dirPdion, but we know that the Eome 
t)0erctary is genninely syn1pathctic. and 
wishb to do something for the eradication 
of prickl.c -pear. That fact is emphasised 
by hi,; placing an increased amount on the 
E~tirnatcs to provide sub~idies to shire coun­
cils during the current year. The hon. 
member for J3urnett should also be generous 
enough to mention that the Jl.1incs Depart­
rncnt have done a good d('al in this direction. 

}ir. T. R. ROBERTS: Wait till we get to 
the Mines Estimu tes. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
H01ne Department granted thP RawUello 
Shire a subsidy of £867 last year, and th" 
I\lincs Departlnent SPnt up 6 tons ;})_ 
arnr'nic for the eradication of r :·l<"kh­
pe-ar as ''Tell. If the 1-tfvsbell.:' sr ire h;Li 
paid the rate ch,nged in Bri ·.banc for 
arsenic, which was £72 per ton, they would 
have had to P"Y £432 for that ar'~nic, and 
railage as >' eil, or about £500 altogether. 
\VL• de!ivPred the 6 tons of arsenic at the 
railway station for £60, t.hus saving the 
shire in the electorate of the hon. memher 
for Burnctt something like £440. 

Mr. CORSER: Yon onght to read all the 
correspondence about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member was generous to tho Home 
Department, and he should have extended 
hi' generosity to th,c Lands Department, 
whi~h subsidised the C\1ines DPpa,rtment and 
enabled us to do the good work we di·d. 

lVlr. FRY (Kuri!pa): l would like to pay 
a tribute to the Acting Home Secretary for 
th,, way he has controlled his Estimates 
while they have been dismbsc•d bv the Com­
lnitteo. I expressed rr.v regret ~t the con~ 
tiuned absence of the l:Iome SecretarY, and 
I am sure all hon. members agree wl'th me 
when I say that we arc son:y that he is not 
here to take charge of his Estimates to-day. 

There is a vote of £1,100 for the Creche 
and Kindergarten Association of · Queens­
land. I "ould like to see it increased to 
double that amount, EO that an increased 
amount of work could be done bv this insti­
tution. \Ye know that childrer{ of tender 
years, who an,, too yonng to go to school, 
and who have mothers w.ho go out to work 
during the day to earn the money to keep 
the home together, arp takon charge of bv 
thi, a~sociation. From mv observations I 
have come to the conclus{on that it is a 
very charitable institution, and de,.erving of 
support. rrhe institution is not revenue~ 
producing. nevertheless the work it does is 
good work for the State, and we should 
encourage it to the ful!c't extent. 

Then the yoto of £250 as a subsidv to the 
Salvation Armv Rescue Home for Dischar~od 
Pri~oners in B;·isbane is a yery small amot~nt. 
They meet the prisoners as they are dis­
charged, befriend them, and encourage them 
to start out in life afresh; and if thev are 
succc·,;sful in CYen one case. the £250 has 
been well spent. \Vho would sav that £250 
is too much to pay for the rec.lamation of 
one prisoner or one person who is down and 
out? If the Minister could see his wav 
c·lear, I would like to see that vote increased. 
There is one other vote I would like to touch 
upon; that is, the as.·iste.noe given to the 
Roc:al Life Saving Society. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

Supply. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MmEs: That i.o pro­
,-idcd on the Estimat1•s of the Department of 
}

1ublic Instrudiou. 

i\1r. FRY: I should like to say that, if 
the Iv1inistcr could sec his \vay to giYc a 
little rnore encouragernent to their wol'k by 
increasing the subsidy so as to enable thmn 
to get more efficient cquipn1ent and organise 
their clubs, it would be appreciated. 

1.fr. PETRIE ('l'oom b'lll): I agree with. 
\Yhat has been said by preYious speakers 
with rc~·ard to grants to the Salvation Army 
to help their work for discharged prisoners, 
bcr a use I think they are worthy of every 
help we can give them, and tlwy -do good 
in Yt1 ry n1any way;::;. I 'vant particularly to· 
refer to the Homo for Discharged Prisoners, 
which was established thrO\Igh the efforts of 
the late Rev. vVilliam PmYcll, who was 
chaplain to the gaols at ono tin10 and gave 
a proof of his interest in the prisoners in 
that wav. I think the homo has bceu opened 
now, la·;,goly through the generosity of the 
late Mr. J. J. Lovokin, who gf1H' some 
ground equal to about £1.000 in ,-alnP. I 
r ferred to this matter in 1918 and again in 
1920, and asked questions of the then Home 
Secretary, Mr. Huxham, and I thought the 
Government had been approached for assist­
ance. It is certajnly a very deserving 
in::<titution. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC l:t>;"STRUCTION: 
Where is it? 

~Ir. PETRIE: I think it is on the South 
Coast line, out Kut·aby way. I am not sure 
of the exact location. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It has not been 
wbsidised. 

lllr. PETRIE: These prisoners have been 
taught trades in S't. Helena and othel' gaol .. , 
and if they have some other homo to go to, 
they may beeome useful citizenc. I hope 
that, 1f the Government arc approache·d, they 
will consider the question of a,;,isting this 
YPl'Y o,timable institution. 

I am glad to see that the Government are 
doing so::>cthing in th0 direction of trying 
to eradic:rte prickly-pear. I remember 
prickly-pear when I was quite a boy-which 
.is quite a fe,v ycard ago-and \Ye used to 
make excellent jam from the fruit, but I 
would like to see it eradicated a.o quickly 
as possible. 

I have not ha·d the opportunit:, like the 
hon. member for lpsvvich, of seeing the· 
balance-sheet of the Brisbane Ben~volent 
Society, and I was not aware that they had 
anv mon<c v to their crc·,]it. I understand 
th~y are s~tpposed to epend tho money which 
they recei,-u each :rear, and l do not think 
the amount they get from the GoYcrnment 
is in any way unrea-onabh•. The people 
connected with these societies do good work, 
and whate,-er Government may be in power 
should assist all they can in the cause of 
humanity through the yarious votes under 
this heading. 

Mr. RIORDA~ (B11rk'): I would like to 
s<ty a few words in praise of the SalYation 
Anny for their work arnongst disrhargcd 
prisoners, also to their mcctinp: people from 
the country and clsewhen·, in which they are 
abca3·s very punctual. I would not mind if 
the Yoto for the Salvation ArmY were 
doubled, because I think they do very good 
service to people very badly in need of it, 
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especially in the relief of prisoners; and 
when an old man comf's from the far \Ve,,t 
or the l\iorth, for instance, for medical treat­
nwnt here:, they meet him aud look aft(~r hin1 
until uch time as a bed is available in the 
General HospitaL 

During the latter part of lust year I 
travclll'd through \Vestern Quef'nsland with 
the• hon. member for Balonne, and I think 
it is very nec"·csary that some steps should 
be taken to make shire councils keep their 
roads clear of pear. I l>avo no doubt that 
the Assistant l:nder Secretary, who is in 
charge of this yote and whom I have always 
found energetic, will keep the councils up to 
their duty in this respect. Apart from 
prickly-pear, there are such pe,t•; as galvun­
iced burr, Bathurst burr, f1lld Noogoora burr; 
and if the :;\; oogoora burr were to get into 
the sheep country, for instance, it would be 
a greater curse than prickly-pear is at present 
in \V estern Queensland. I would not mind 
if the vote for the de>•truction of prickly­
pear on rna1n roads and reseryes of tJhire 
councils WE're doubled, and I think it will bo 
neco,sary to try to get tho pear blocked in 
buffer areas and make sonw effort to stop 
its spread, or in not very many years it will 
mr'an the ruination of this State. 

Tho Creche and Kindergarten Associatiou 
is rendering very valuable sen·ice, parti­
cularly to .women who have to go to work 
and h:wc l!l the Creche and Kindergarten 
places where they can leave their children 
and feel that they will be well looked after. 

It is a very fine institution for 
[9 p.m.] little children under live years of 

age. The " kiddies " can be put 
in there, and that gives a mother the oppor­
tunity of doing a little shopping without 
having to take the whole familv with her. 
It abo enables working mothers "to be freed 
ham anxiety regarding their children while 
t.hcy are at work. That vote is justified: The 
hon. member for Kurilpa, and Opposition 
rncn1 bers generall:y, aro not consistent. Thev 
aro continually criticising the Govern1nenvt 
in Market Square, in the Centounial Hall, 
or in South Brisbane in regard to reckless 
expenditure; yet, whenever a YOtB is under 
.discussion hero, they say that thev would 
like to sec it doubled or trebled. " 

I would like to know where the Institute 
of Social Service is and \Vhat social service 
it renders to the commnnitv for the £250 
voted. · 

The grant £or the Prevc•ntion o£ Cruelty 
Society in Townsville and Brisbane is money 
w-ell ~pent; good serYico, no doubt, is done 
by the society. The police also render valu­
able service in connection with this work. 

I think the whole vote can well be justified. 
Taking the remarks of Opposition members 
a< a guide, I am beginning to think that, 
instead of being extravagant, this is a very 
miserly Government. (Laughter.) 

2\Ir. RDWARDS (~Yananoo): It is wry 
pleasant to hear the discussion in regard to 
prickly-pear proceeding without party feel­
ing. Govcrnrnents and shire councils every 
now and again wake up to the fact that the 
pear is an &\vful n1enacc; then there is a lull 
for two or three ;: earR before preventive 
rnonsure.:; are again resorted to. It is neces­
sary to take the matter in hand seriously and 
sPe that the pear docs not spread an,· further. 
\Vhen this matter was under discussion last 
scesion the Secretary for Public Lands stated 

that he would place before the House the 
n,uJts of· a survey made to ascprtain the 
extent of the spread of the pear. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order 1 I point out 
to the hon. member that that aspect of the 
question must be discussed under the Lands 
Department vote. This vote deals exclusively 
with aid to shire councils in connection with 
their \vork. 

1\Ir. EDW ARDS: This will be of great 
ar,sistanco to shire councils. Those who kno\v 
the pc.cr are aware that it does not spread 
acre by acre, but that in f:orno cases advances 
take place from 25 to 30 miles in front of the 
main body of the pear. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIO/ES : It is not a very 
quick-spreading plant. 

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. gentleman 
had seen somo areas yoars ago and saw thorn 
to-day he V/ould know that it does spread 
f]Uickly. The increase from £1,000 to £5,000 
i.o a vcrv small contribution towards the cost 
JH~ce:::sar)' to clear tho pear. It is nec{?ssary 
for the Government to meet any expenditure 
within reason to €nsure prevention of the 
spread of this awful menace. 

I want to say a word in praise of the good 
work which is done by the Salvation Army 
and other institutions provided for by this 
vote. 

J\lr. T. R. ROBERTS (Rast Toozcoomba): 
I w"s somewhat interested in the remarks 
of th0 Minister regarding the sum of £2,000 
provided for the taking of polls under the 
Liquor Act. On the previou, liquor poll in 
1920 £16,500 was spent. I understund that 
the next poll is to be taken in l\Iay, 1923. 
This sum seems romarkablv small for that 
purpose. Do I understand that the hon. 
gcntlem;cn anticipates that £2,000 will be the 
only expenditure? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The poll will 
b" taken onlv in those localities which have 
made application, and not right throughout 
the State. 

1\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: The question has 
been asked as to what has been done by the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty. I have 
the report of the Society for the PrPvention 
of C'nPlty, and I think we should have on 
record what that society is doing·. The report 
states-

" The proposal of the National Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelt"- to Children, 
London, that reciprocal legislation should 
be introduced in Queensland to facilitate 
the enforcement of maintenance orders 
in all parts of His Majesty's dominions 
had been carried into effect." 

Rvidentlv the Bill introduced last session for 
dealing \vith this matter was brought in at 
the suggestion of th' society. The report 
further states-

" During the year proceedings had been 
instituted in twentv-threc cases under the 
Animals' Protection Act (19.21), and one 
case had be·rn dismi~~ed as no witnesses 
vi"ere availab1e. ~rhrcc cases "\vere await­
ing triaL" 

That disdoscs that there were reasons for 
interference by this society. The report is 
a rather lengthy one, and it points out that 
the society ha vc dealt with a number of 
cases of cruelty to children, and they have 
also impressed upon the Government the 
necessity of dealing with children who take 

"~ir. T. R. Roberts.] 



l2Hi Supply. [ASSEJ\lRLY.l Supply. 

part m Yaricty entertainments. The hon. 
member for Ipswich quoted the balance-sheet 
of the Brisbann BcneYolent Society. 'We 
should alwavs take into consideration what 
tirne of the Yc1r certain payntents are 1nade, 
because there is just a possibility that moneys 
may be paid in at a certain time and the 
balanco-slw·.•t wili disclose considerably more 
monov than would othen; ise be the ca,c. I 
have' the report of the Ladies' Benevolent 
Society at Tooi\'OOlnba. rrhe rCf'C'ipts, includ­
ing tho Go,·errmwut enclownwnt, amounted to 
£407 2s. 10d., and during the year the 
society paid £84 14s. 9d. for groceries; 
£57 Ss. 9d. fm meat; £49 Ss. 1d. for bread; 
£2S Os. 9d. for wood; £11 9s. 6d. for drapery; 
£1 13s. 3d. for boots and shoes; 17s. for 
stationery, stamps, and printing; £5 3s. 6d. 
for cabs, cartag:_<, and rail fan .. s; 7s. 6cl. for 
banking charge~,: 10s. for insurance: and 2s. 
for sunclric~. The cost of supcrYi:sion and 
work of the socil'ty was only £51 6s. \V c 
have to admit that there arc other ITCnerous 
rli•,tributions in Toowoomba apart h:"om that 
~ocicty. The police issue reliPf in ( rtain 
cases, and thn sucicty has to be certain that it 
is not double-banking that relief. The ladv 
in charge of that society Yisits the homes o'f 
ihc applicants and assures herself and the 
committee that the people arc des-erving of 
assistance. If the funds of the socictv can 
bo administered under those conditic;ns I 
think it is YGry cheaply carried OUt. ' 

Mr. \VEIR: Do-es the hon. member think 
that it is well done at 3s. 4d. in the £1? 

Mr. T. R. HODERTS: Yes. Inquiries 
have. to be rnade in every case; relief cannot 
be £lYE'n to everyone who makes. application. 
Even tho Gov ~'rnm0nt have to make inquiries 
before th0y hand ont relid. Many questions 
are asked, and then the Government send an 
officer to verifv the statements made. I do 
not think tho. Government can distribute 
relief at a cost of 3s. 4d. in the £1. This 
society is doing a great deal of valuable 
work. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARniENT OF PUBLIC \VoRKS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jlackay): 
I beg to move-

" That £22,718 be granted for 'Head 
Office,' Department of Public Works." 

There i a decreas-e of £9,237. The expendi­
ture last year was £27,S39. The reduction 
this year is dne to a very large extent to 
reorganisation in the dcpartrncnt. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): The Minister h>ts 
giY-L'Il an explanation as to vd1y a reduction 
appears in this vote. We find that the posi­
tions of engineer for bridge", three quantity 
surveyors, and f'OYen inspectors of works have 
been abolished. The Minister failed to state 
that a new d0partment had been created. 

Hon. VI. FOEGAN s~nTH : I said that thei'e 
had been reorganisation. 

11r, KERR : I think the Minister, when 
rnoving such an imrlortant 'ote as this, 
should have told us that a new department 
had been created in the VI' arks Department 
employing a staff of eighteen public scrvantR. 
I know that I Kill not be permittNl to deal 
with the expenditure of loan money on this 
vote, but I intend to make a comparison 
between the re··nlts achieved by the Depart­
ment of Public \Vorks under its present 
policy and under the policy that previously 

[111r. T. R. Roberts. 

was Iollmvccl out. and in so doing I will 
have to touch upo11 the CJUCotion of loan 
expenditure. I want to show that one of 
th<' reasol1& why no return is being obtained 
by the expenditure of loan money is because 
oi the policy now beincr carried out by the 
Department o£ Public \Vorks. In 1914-1915 
the amount of this vote was £25,000, and for 
1922-1923 it is about £3,000 kss, notwithstand­
ing the f>tct that tlw rcvcnuo has increased 
during that time by £3.000,000, and the 
population has also incn~as(~d cousidornbly, 
thus causing- the department to build more 
in order to moot the requirements of the 
increased population. If hon. members will 
refer to the policy of tho previous Adminis· 
tration, they will find that a larger number 
of cntployecs \Ytts required, because under 
the policy then adopted we paid more out of 
revenue 'to meet our ordina.ry commitn1ents 
than we P"Y to-clay. The ., policy of the 
departm• nt to-day is to construct unproduc· 
tiye \Yorks out of loan ntoney, \vhcrea,;, pre­
vious GoYcrnrnents constructed surh \Yorks out 
of ron;nue, which Llid not add to the intorc'"t 
charge against the State and increase our 
public debt. The reason why the reorganisa· 
tion ha3 been necessary i:~ Lccausc of the 
alt0red policy of the dopa rtrncnt, and. in my 
opinion a \\Tong pollcv has been adopted. 
as I co;Jtcncl that rcven-;,e should be utilised 
for the con~truction of unproductive works. 
Of course, if it is nece·,sary to construct a 
building for an institution >'uch as the St tte 
Insurance Office. , . ., hich can afford to pay 
rent, then it can be conshnctod out of loan, 
because we gPl rent from the building, which 
will pay the interest charge. 

Hon. \Y. FoRG.IX S:~nTH: Do you think 
that school buildin'j"s should be built out of 
revenue? 

:1\Ir. KERR : Befme the prccent Goyern· 
n1ent rantc into ]lO\vcr school buildings, to a 
large l'xtoni. were built out of rcvennc. All 
wooden buildjngs were built out of revenue. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAX S:>nTH: You should have 
got more authentic inforrna,tion before 
bringing this matter up. 

;\h. KERR: I am not going to bring up 
an argun1cnt unless I can suvport it by facts 
uncl figures. In 1914 the amount paid out 
of revenue for buildings. etc .. \YRs £190.000. 
whilP to-cla:,~ rc>\TPnne is only drawn upon 
for that purpose to thc extent of £79.000-
a diffPrence of £110.000 less from revenue in 
the h,·c]ve months. Seeing that the revenue 
iw been relieved of that expenditure on 
buildings. the GovNnment should show a 
large surplus; but. as a matter of fact, we 
haYe an anticipatPd deficit of £576,840. Let 
u,; g-o a little fmthN in rPgarcl to the policy 
of the \Vorks Department. For the three 
yPars prior to thc present Gov0rnment taking 
office. the amount spent from rev0nuc for 
schools and public buildings Wl.s £526,000, 
while during the last threP yP'1rS this Govern­
ment h&ye only spent half that amount from 
revenue on building;;:. I arn not going to 
sav that the same amount of monev has not 
be'cn spent bv thc Gov0rnmcnt as ~,·as spent 
prpviousl:v-. b(~eau~e t.hat -would not be correct. 
If vou add the loan cxpNrditure and the 
(~XlH_.~nditnn~ from revenue together. you will 
nPd th>tt in the last three ycMs the pre3cnt 
Cowrnment S]Jellt within £100,000 of thC' 
amount spent during the last thrPe years o£ 
the past. Administration. My argument is 
that, while previously revenue was being 
utilised for this purpose, to-day loan money 
is being utilisHl, and we arP adding to our 
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public debt. If the present policy of expend­
ing loan money on all sorts of things is 
,continued, shall have an everlasting 
burden, will be continually increasing 

debt. During the last three years of 
previous Administration the amount 

snent on buildings from loan monev was 
£193,870, while during the last three· 
of the Administration they 
spent money, on buildings, £560,638, 

times the amount of loan 
spent the last three years of the 

Administration. If you look at the 
expended from revenue during the 

of the previous Administra­
three years of the present 

you will find the position is 
opposite-that is, instead of three 

amount of expenditure from loan 
money. 
'0"-J'enditure 
brought about 

three times the amount of 

to emp'r_asise my argument 
the Federal Treasurer 
question. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN 
this tale you """ giving 

What has 
} 

Who told you 
Committee now? 

Mr. KERR: The Treasurer's financial 
tables. I defy the Minister to say that my 
figures are not correct. 

W. F ORGAN SMITH : I am not saying 
arn twisting them round, but I 

yCi'u have been given 1vrong 

Mr. KERR: There is only one conclusion 
to draw fron~. the figures. The Treasurer's 
financial tabl us give us these figures, and 
CG'JB need lou k for no further reason as to 
why uui 'loan moneys are not producing 
sufficient to pay interest. and why in 1914 
our loan moneys did produce sufficient to 
pay interest. The reason is that loan moneys 
now are being invested in unproductive 
works, whereas previously it was not so, and 
revenue was utilised for such works. If we 
<eontinue this policy, we may as well say that 
we will pay salaries out of loan moneys, ana 
so add to our public debt. In time to come 
·our whole revenue of £12,000,000 a vear will 
be required to pay interest on ou'r public 
debt. The principle is a pernicious one, and 
hon. members will acknowledge that the 
policy adopted by the Works Department is 
a wrong policy. Turning to the Federal 
Treasurer's Budget, we find in regard to 
the Postmaster-General's Department that 
£2,500.000 have been appropriated by Parlia­
ment from loan account for works that are 
reproductive. A new policy has been pro­
pounded by the Postmaster-General in con­
nection with postal works, and in regard to 
every penny invested there is a provision 
for interest and redemption and a Sinking 
Fund. A post office is a reproductive work 
because it brings in revenue to the State: 
and, therefore, it is right that loan mone~ 
should be expended for that p'urpose. Let 
us see what the Federal Treasurer has to 
say in regard to the correct principles of 
finance, and his advice is worth having. 
The recent Budget introduced by the Federal 
Treasurer is one of the finest Budgets ever 
produced, rnd some of his advice is worth 
following. On the question of utilising loan 
money for the construction of public works, 
Mr. Bruce has this to say-

" Loans should not be raised for 

ordinary expenditure, and the 
proposals provide for all 

current expenditure to be paid out of 
revenue." 

I would have liked to go further into the 
question of loan money than I have ·done, 
but that would not be permissible. I am 

quite sure that if another Govern­
[9.30 p.m.] ment came into power, loan 

WOL!ld not be expended as 
at the present time. I do 

these works arc being paid 
loan. The .figures for 1914 show 

similar purposes we spent out of 
in that year, while to-day, 

. purposes, although our revenue 
mcre";S<ld by £3,000,000, we are spending 

less from revenue. That £110,000 
from loan money. The same thing 

h"n~'0nnrl every year since this Govern-
came power. . It is one way of 

to balance accounts by not letting 
revenue meet the ordinary committals. If 
we had to talw the £110,000 out of revenue, 
as we d1d m 1914, the deficit of the Govern-

reach enormous figures. This is 
practice for any Government to adopt. 

HoK. W. FORGAN SMITH (Macka.v): I 
would pomt out that the statements made by 
the hon. member for Enoggera are not based 
on facts. ?'he hon. member sought to lead 
the Committee and the people outside to 
believe that the Government are carrying out 
certam works out of Loan Funds that ordi­
narily should be paid for out of revenue. 
He baclwd up his statement by making a 
quotation from Mr. Bruce, the Federal 
Treasurer, with which I agree. The practice 
lmd down by Mr. Bruce is followed in this 
-department. New works are built out of 
Loan Funds, and repairs and general main­
tenance are paid for out of revenue. That 
has always been the practice. The practice 
of charging certain works to loan and other 
works to revenue has never been changed. 
Take, for example, the case of woo-den build­
ings. Wooden buildings properly constructed 
have a life of at least twenty-five years if 
effectively maintained, and it is proper that 
expenditure of that character should be 
charged to Loan Funds, but it would be 
wrong to charge general maintenance and 
repairs, such painting, and so on, to 
loan. Last year expenditure from revenue 
was £196,442 for repairs and current expen­
diture, but new buildings were properly 
charged to the Loan Fund. 

At 9.33 p.m., 
Mr. PoLLOCK (Gregorp), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (WaTtcick): The 
Minister has quite evaded the contention 
raised by the hon. member for Enoggera. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: He definitely 
stated that we were doing certain work out 
of Loan Fund which should be properly 
charged to revenue, and he is wrong in 
making that statement. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He said a great 
deal more than that. He pointed out that 
prior to this Government coming into power 
wooden buildings of a less permanent 
character were generally charged to revenue. 

Mr. \VIKSTANLEY: They were not. 

lYlr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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Hon. J. G. APPEL: I say that that is 
correct.. 

G. P. BARNES: The hon. member 
proved his staten1ent. 

in 1914-and you will 

Mr. BRENNAN: You sold Crown lands and 
put the money into revenue, and we have net. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is true· but 
it is not the point l am dealin.o- with.' We 
on this side think it is bad busin~ss to charge 
to revenue wooden buildings that are not of 
a permanent nature, and which deteriorate 
if they de not receive proper attention. 

Mr. WEIR: What difference does it make? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You are puttino- a 
charge on posterity which should be defrayed 
cut of current expenditure. 

Mr. I(ERR (Enoggera): I just wish to 
reply to the Minister. During the period of 
three years prior to 1915, the then Govern­
ment provided out of revenue £526 000 while 
in three years this Government hav~ only 
provided out of revenue half that amount. 
Out of loan money, in the three years prior 
to 1915, the then Government only spent 
£193,000, whereas this Government in the 
last three years have spent three times that 
amount from loan, showing that this Govern­
ment have used loan money in a way which 
the previous Government did r;ot. I am not 
saying that repairs and things like that are 
being wrongly charged to loan account. I 
say that certain works to-day are being paid 
for by loan money which under the previous 
Administration were paid for out of revenue. 
It is a fact that we are receiving £110,000 
out of loan money for this purpose w hi eh was 
previously charged to revenue. 'I'he Govern­
ment have been hard pushed in regard to 
unproductive work to make ends meet, and, 
instead of calling on the revenue, they have 
called on the loan money to' do it. Only the 
deficits and surpluses are seen by the people. 
They do not see that these works are being 
carried out by loan money, and that it will 
mean an increas€d burden in the future. The 
revenue should pay its fair share of these 
works and let us show so much deficit to the 
country. It is not fair to charge it to loan 
money at all. The Minister is only charg­
ing the increased interest to posterity. 
Revenue should be used to pay for these 
things from year to year, instead of adding 

P1r. G. P. Barnes. 

it to the public debt. I have 
my figures, because I have taken 
the Treasurer's financial tables. 

Mr. PETRIE 
that the Minister 
reorganisation of this 
regret that the Committee YlOt 

report of the Works Department before 
this vote. I know that one report <~'"'as 
on the table this afternoon. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: The general 
report was tabled last week. 

Mr. PETRIE : I the Under 
Secretary, Mr. Quinn, appointment. 
He was in tho department for some time 
prior to his appointment as Under Secretary, 
and I think he is a very worthy officer. The 
\i\1 orks Department is a spending depart­
ment, and I think the hon. member far 

is quite right in drawing att<:l,;cion 
fact that certain work is ·done out of 

loan money now which previously done 
ont of revenue. I see no provision i& 
made for the quantity surveyors. I would 

to know if the Chief Architect and 
Architect are to do that work in 

? Have they to take· out quantities 
prepare estimates of the various public 

works? 
Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: You will find 

them under the heading of thB "Loan 
Fund.'' 

Question put and passed. 

SERVICES-PUBLIC BUILD1 ';GS. 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH. I beg tc 
move-

" That £33,250 be granted for ' Ser­
vices, Public Buildings.' " 

The expenditure on this vote last y€ar was 
£32,215. The amount asked for this year is a 
decrease of £3,130 as compared with the 
amount appropriated last year. That is due 
largely to th€ fact that many of the rents 
that ~ere formerly paid are no longer neces· 
sary. Many of the public departments are 
now homed in the Government Insurance 
Building. 

Question put and passed. 

BUILDINGS. 
HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH: I beg to 

rnove-
" That £95,000 be granted for 

' Buildings.' " 

The expenditure on this vDtc last year was 
£79,991. The amount asked for this year 
is an increase of £11,000 over the appropria­
tion last year. There is a good deal of repair 
work which the Government hope to over­
take this year. Owing to the curtailment of 
expe.nditure last year, this work cou!d not be 
undertaken, but we hope to do It this year. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I am 
glad to hear that the department intends 
to carry on repair work to a greater extent 
than last year. A lot of painting and repairs 
is required. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Denham Go­
V€rnment left a very big legacy of repairs, 
amounting to £150,000. 
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: I wish to refer to 
tho wooden structure in the town of War­
wick called the old Technical College. The 
Government have been in office seven years, 
and the building has never been touched 
since they came mto power. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH : And how long 
before that? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Not long before 
that. The hon. gentleman is a practical 
man, and he must know that that building 
has not received any paint for seven year,, 
and it must be in a bad way. Dry rot iB 
setting in and it is falling into decay, and 
it is a disgrace to the department. I hope 
some attention will be given to the renova­
tion of that building, .otherwise graver loss 
will take place. I see there is a vote of 
+'~,000 for Technical College and High 
Sclwl buildings. That is an increase of 
£1 OOv over last year. Last year I made 
ref~rencc to the necessity for additions to 
t\je High School and Technical College at 
Warwick. but funds did not permit of the 
carrying ' mt of the necessary additions 
then. Migtt I ask the Minister to give his 
early attenton to this matter, because it is 
a very wortrY and fine institution. I sup­
pose that rig,!t through the land there is no 
technical colege and high school which 
ranks higher ~r is .doing better service for 
the communijy than the Warwick institu­
tions. The flccretary for Public Instruction 
promised to o;_ive some attention to the 

, matter, and I h>pe that the department will 
se ·c that i;he w<ik is carried out. 

Mr. CORSFt (Burnett) : A great deal of 
our complair< is that there has been no 
chang<'>·' in t!e policy of the department. We 
hold that, in the interests of the State, we 
should Bpend our money to the best advan­
tage, and we think that can best be done if 
we provide for a test between contract and 
day labour. There are capable men in the 
department, and, if the Government are 
game to pit t.heir ·day-labour system against 
the contract system, they should let those 
officers make their own estimates and allow 
people outside to tender, and, if the tenders 
from outside are below the estimate, the 
contractors should complete the work. The 
men are protected by the awa,rdB, and are 
just as prepared to work under contract as 
under the day-labour system. The same 
thing could be done in onr railway construc­
tion work. 

Mr. W. CooPER: It cannot. 

Mr. CORSER: It cannot, perhaps, 
because hon. members opposite are not 
allowed to do it. It will be news to you, 
Mr. Pollock, but it is a fact, that their 
policy is laid down by somebody outside 
here. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SMITH : You are talking 
about the Trades Hall, but the Union Bank 
Chambers decide your policy. 

Mr. CORSER: They do not. 

Hon. W. FORGAN Sl'lrr'rH: They have a 
good say in it. 

Mr. CORSER: Nor have they a good say 
in it. The primary producers of Queens­
land .decide our policy. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH : A lot more than 
you have a say in your policy. 

Mr. CORSER: Sometimes hon. members 
opposite have .a say, and they define it not 
quite in accordance with the truth. 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S}IITH: What about that 
money from the South? 

JI.!Ir. CORSER: What monev the 
South? It is the first I have heard it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. CORSER: You do quite right to call 
the hon. member to order. (Laughter.) 
Whenever there is an election looming he 
talks about money from the South. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order t 
Mr. CORSER: The hon. gentleman ought 

to keep his mind on the expenditure in his 
dcp!"rtment, and he would then very soon 
.devrse a r:wans of expendmg our money in 
the best mterests of thE· country, and we 
would not have to go through our country 
districts a.nd cities, p_articulad.v. the country 
drstncts, and find sc11ool bmldmgs wanting 
paint, even though we spent large sums of 
money on them, and our railwav and other 
Government buildings deteriorating for want 
of renovation and attention. When the next 
Government come into power as soon as the 
elections· are over, the amount of money that 
will have to he spent to bring m< I" public 
buildings into a fair condition will re~:'h a 
sum larger than I would care to mention. 

The amount of money to be expended from 
loan funds for buildings and repairs is tre­
mendous. This yea,r we a,re spending from 
revenue about one-half the amonnt we have 
spent from that source in the past. We 
had less than £7,000,000 of revenue in 1915. 
~nd we have £12,000,000 to-day; yet we 
fmd that the expendtture on these works is 
to be a charge on loan funds to greater 
extent than ever. A of the 
upkeep of our public 
charge on Loan .Funds. 

Mr. DASH: It is not. 

Mr. CORSER: It is; and, if hon. 
member consults the Minister, he find 
that my stat-ement is correct-that if 
the Minister knows anything about it. 
(Laughter.) 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S>HTH : What fund would 
your party have without the squatters? 

Mr. CORSER: I would like to 
fund the hon. member's party 
which to pay the squatters in 
Bm·nett whom they are evicting. 

what 
from 

Upper 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. CORSER: I beg your pardon. I 
thought you WBre calling the hon. member 
to order. I would like to refer to the fact 
that buildings such_ as hospitals are, in Bris­
bane, a, charge entrrely on the State. When 
the country people build a hospital they 
·want the money to go as far as possible. 
Plans and specifications were drawn up for 
a hospital at Gayndah, but we were not 
allowed to proceed because they were drawn 
up by private persons, and it was proposed to 
do the work by private enterprise, so no 
subsidy would havB been granted for such a 
work. The Government drew n}i plans them­
selves, and said that that hospital and nurses' 
quarters were going to cost an estimated 
amount. The money was appropriated, and 

JJ!Jr. Corser.] 
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the 
dis­
vvas 

FoRGAN Sli!ITH: Do you know how 
work cost finally'? 

some 
the 

Hon. vV. FORGAN S;IHTH: You are only 
about £2,000 out. 

and 
[10 p.m.·! They now send 

committee for 
amount of .£1,250. 

to live within their 
They are not like the Government ; 

cannot go to " Y ankeeland," borrow a 
of and leave posterity to pay for 
In the whole amount was found 

thB it fair for the Government 
ask a hospital committee to find 

good the expenditure 
agreed upon? vVe 

the total cost will be. 
at Mundubbera was 

by labour. I 
the final and the 

I got was that was costing 
£7,400. I have received no information since. 
I give that as an illustration of how the 

under the day-labour 
exceeds estimate. The officers 
\Vorks Department are sufficiently ~~~·nnto,,+ 
to draw up specifications for · 
those submitted to priv11te and, if 

the private tenderer proceed with 
to be passe-d bv the department 

- The Works Department 
for the present position; 

are responsible for it, and 
not ea re how thBy spend their money. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Read what ex-Minister for 
Railways Paget said. 

Mr. CORSER: Mr. Pagot was about ten 
years in this House. He made one statement 
~Yhioh suited hon. members opposite, and 
that is the only one they remember, although 
it disagreed with his sentiments and his 

That does not prove that day labour 
better system. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It might 
'have disagreed with your sentiments, but it 
.did not disagree with the evidence. 

Mr. CORSER: It disagreed with thB 
·evidenc-e before Mr. Paget. Sometimes we 

hon. members opposite saying, from 
tins in the Domain, that their 

estimates have not been B:xocecded. If that 
i-; the only argument they can use in favo~r 
of day labour, they ought to pack thmr 
" bundle " and get out of office. Let them 
put on trial a system that is fair, and judgB 
by results. 

HoN'. J. G. APPEL (Albert): The item 
1 am narticularly concerned about is in 
connection with " State School Buildings, 
Additions. Impro•:ements, Furniture, Repairs, 
and Painting." I fear that the appropria­
tion of £40,000 is insufficient to carry out 

[j'l!r. Cor,%1'. 

tnomcnt, 
pective 
the Opposit.ion 
side. If the work 
approved is carried out, 
;., 11bsolutcly insufficient, and a 
necessary buildings will have to Je 

them 

:Mr. HARTLEY: Move an iJ;;reasc m tlwo 
1·ote. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The h,n. 
should know that is not permisible 
i he Standing Orders 

Mr. HARTLEY: Suggest a. penny in the 
£1 land tltx. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I a.m not dealing 
with this matter as a joke. 

Mr. A penny in the £1 land 
tax fL joke; it would be a very 
serious (Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Within the vicinitv 
of Brisbane, where the people have railway 
facilities and where we have some of the 
most fertile land in the State, settlement is 
now taking place at a very rapid rate, and 
echool accommodation is absolutely necessary 
a'ld I know that quite a number 

has been approved acd 11.ppli-
a.nl coming in for the of 

others. These schools are in S<lttled 
areas distant three or four miles fro m schools 
already erected. That distance of three or 
four miles represents a. greater distance than 
if it was in a district where the roads are 
good and there is bridge accommodation 
tc' enable the children to cover that distance 
on all occasions, But in mountainous country 
such as we havG, where the creeks rise verY 
rapidly and where there is a large rainfall, 
it is practicallv impossible for the children 
to have the benefit of instruction udess 
accommodation for that purpose is provided 
in their midst. We 11re anxious t.o settle 
people on the eountry lands of the State. and 
I think we a.rB all agreed that the children 
of those persons who are prepared to settle 
on the country lands should receiYe that 
education which is accorded in a. very much 
higher degree in the centres of population 
That a.t least is the duty of the State. But 
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the Minioter will admit that he will not 
able to construct all the school buildings 

have already been approved i£ the 
appropriation only amounts to £40,000. 
There is one school in particular-that at 
Canungra-which has been condemned for 
years. 

" 'Billy' Hughes's white 

Ho;;. J. G. APPEL: I do not know any­
thing about " Billy " Hughes, but I know 
the hon. member at one t1me was a very 
great admirer of his, and there is a wonder­
ful likeness between the two. (Laughter.) 
That school has been condemned as insani-
tary, 6.nd owing to the of 
tilation and lighting it is 
eyesight of the children, 
should have been provided 
years ago, yet 
that funds are 
So it goes on. 
those children 
that without s.nd I believe 
I have the sympathy of a majority of the 
members sitting on the Government benches. 
I hope so and my sole object in rising was 
to point ~ut that the sum on the Estimates 
is insufficient, and that, if the necessary 
accommodation is to be provided, a larger 
amo\mt is Eecessary. I would like to ask 

Minister in what order the buildings will 
constructed. 

Hon. 'N. FORGAK SMITH: In the or·der of 
Some works are n1ore urgent 

J. G. APPEL: If 
lay down that where 
accommodation the 
that locality is a work of 
am with him. 

Hon. W. 
no school 
provided 
children in 

FORGAN · SJYJITH : \Vhere there is 
all, then it work of urgency, 

is a number of 
district. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: I am very glad to 
have that information from the Minister. In 
some instances there is no school at all. 
\Vhen you go round with a distinguished 
visitor and inspect these schools, you do not 
like admit that additions which 
and been approved arc being 
because funds are not avrtilable for 
nose. I do not desire tD take up 
tude of a carping critic. My sole 

that accommodation is given 
It is the children of parents 

gone out into the country away from 
conveniences of city life who should 

receiye preference in education, without which 
they will not be able to compete in after 
life with others. 

Mr .. FERRICKS (South The 
member for Albcrt complained 
schools which ha;-c been approved not 
erected; but, if the Government were 

position commence the erection of 
new se hools repairs to existing buildings 
at the end of the current year, even if the 
hon. member did not do it, his friends would 
complain about the huge expenditure of the 

without making any mention of 
fact a large portion of the money 

was spent on new school buildings. There 
is a big vote of about £1,250,000 for the 
Education Department, but no mention is 

made of that when the expenditure of 
Government is being criticised. I hope 
the Government will not depart from 
policy of day labour in connection with 
erection of buildings. 

JVIr. MOORE: I hope they wilL It is the 
most scandalous waste of money 'V hich has 
ever taken place in Queensland. 

Mr. FERRICKS: There is 
between the two systems, not 
to cost, but in the durability 
ness of the work. \'Vhen Nfr. 
Secretary for Railways, he 
" Hansard " a comparison of the 
dav-labour and contract 
sta:nds good to·day. 
example only a few 
were called for 
Board engineer's 
£31,000 less than 
result that an 
upon those who 
system as against 
also pleased to 

allocated in 

years 

Mr. FERRICKS: The schools now being 
erected are Df modern design and well 
equipped, and they give sufficient ventila· 
tion and light. It is only within the last 
five or eix yea!'S that this type of building 
has been constructed by the Governmenr. 
Pr<Jper light and ventilation are important 
factors, and the officials are also giving some 
study to the sight of the children when 
constructing new buildings. \Ve cannot over­
estimate the value of that. The experts of 
the department genemlly do not lose sight 
of the necessity for these things. I see that 
the Bum of £5,000 is put on the Loan Esti· 
matPs fm the new high school at South 
Brisbane, and I hope the Minister will see 
that a start is made with that building this 
year. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I no wish 
to deprive South Bri>bane hig:h 
school; but schools have been un m 
my electorate owing to the fact there 
are only eight or ten pupils there, and I 
think the wants of these children, so far as 
primary education is concerned, should be 
attended to before we spend money on a 
new high school in South Brisbane. If 
there is any money for a high school in South 
Brisbane after attending to the primary 
education of the chiJ.dren in the country, 
then I he<ve no objecti<Jn to that school 

]}ir. 
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on with; but by all means let 
the children in the country get 

primary education first. I 
of the Government in con· 

repairs, but it is a mistake to 
carry out repai rR to schools under the present 
system. as it is costing 200 per cent. or 300 

cei1t. more than would be the case if a 
common sense were exercised by the 

~ovP.rnmrm officials connected with the 
l do not blame the officials, 

know it is a matter of Government 
I could give numerous illustrations, 

will just cite th8 case of the school 
The nearest railway is 40 

away; yet, if repairs are required to 
school building, the department sends an 

from Toowoomba or Dalby. His 
expenses ha.ve to be paid for two 

and two days be.ck again. 
will not cost more than £10, 

!~r'v''"''mAr>t spend that amount in 
of the inspector before 
local school committee 

by a handy man 
it costs the depart· 

im;pedcJr to report on 

Hon. W. FoRGAN S~!ITH: That is done. 

Mr. :YIORGAN: The practice must be of 
recent origin, because I can giYe illus­

of cases where I know men have 
sent to such jobs. know of 

have two to 

n1ore 
Govern­

men are entitled to 
the Government have 

centres doing local men out 

Mr. DASH: When has this happened? 

happened in 
member's electorate It has been 

e,"er since the Labour Government 
power. It is a silly and expensive 

ar'd there is nothing to be gained by 
buildings in country districts to-day 

a more dilapidated condition than I 
ever known them to bP. In the impor­

of Goondiwindi the school and 
residence are in a disgraceful con­

dition. I can produce three or four letters 
that the work has been referred to 

of Public Instruction, and 
when n1oney is available. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SMITH: The work is to 
be done. 

Mr. MORGAN: I h8.vc got that answer 
the last three years. I go continually to 
W arks Department, and each time I 

a letter from the department stating that 
will be done when money is 

FORGAN S}!ITH: The Minister in 
the department is now tolling you 

work has been approved and will 

M ORGAN: Will it be done within 
next five years? 

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH: It will be done 
this ye~>" 

Mr 
1mow 

!:v10RGAN: 
that. That 

. .Morgan. 

I am very pleased to 
is something definite. I 

ohall immediately write to 
and tell them that it 

I feel quite sure 
the fact that the Government 

spending a great deal more money 
anv other Government before, the money 
they have spent has not had the same result 

one-half of that amount spent by previous 
owing to the wasteful and 

extravagant policy pursued by the Depart-
ment of Public vVorks. may be good 
policy to build a high in South Bris-
bane by clay labour and it may save money. 

sure that in the country a· 
could get a job done for 
amount it woul·d cost the 

The SECRETARY FOR JY1r;,:;Es: How could it 
be done? 

Mr. JYIORGAN: You could empower the 
school committee to spend so much 

£20, and you would get good 
I feel would get 
than at present. 

At 10.30 p.m., 

The TEMPORARY 
Under the provisions of 
307, I shall now leave 
my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The TE::\1POHAB.Y CHAIR::>riAN reported pr.<J­
gress. 

The resumption of the Committee was 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m. 




