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1164 Application to Vote by Prcxy.

TUESDAY, 5 SEPTEMRBER, 1822.

The Sresaxer (Hon. W.

: Bertram, Marce)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PRCXY.

The SPEAKER: I have to announce that
I have this day received the following medical
certificate  from Drs. Morgan Lane and
Ellis Murphy, and a notification under the
provisions of the Legislative Assembly Act
Amendmenl Act of 1922 from the Hon. W.
McCormack : —

“ To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.
“ We, Morgan Lanc and Ellis Murphr,
legally qualified medical practitioners,
hercby certify that the Honourable
\Vﬂl.lam' McCormack, member of the
Legislative Assembly of Quecensland for
the electoral district of Cairns, is in such
a state of ill-hecalth, through no fault on
his part, that he is unable, and in our
opinion will, during a period of two
weeks from the date hercof, be unable to
attend any sittings of the House without
gravely endangering his health.
“ Given under our hands, at Brisbane,
this fifth day of September, 1822,
““ Moreax LANE,
“ A legally qualified medical practitioner.
“ ErrLis MurpHY,
“A legally qualified medical practitioner.”
‘“ To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“I, William McCormack, member of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
for the electoral district of Calrns, hereby
notify you that I have endeavoured to
secure, and, through no fault on

[fon. W. N. Gillics.
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my part, have failed to sccure a
¢ paiy’ during the period of two wucks
from the date hereof; and T hereby
further notify you that 1 desire to vote
as a member at cvery sittings of the
House and of cvery Committee of the
Whol: House by mcans of a proxy—
namely, the Honourable Edward Granville
Theodore, member of the Legislative
Assembly of Queensland for the electoral
district of Chillagoe, or, if the said the
Honourable Edward Granvill= Theodore
is not present, by another proxy—namely,
the Honourable Alfred James Jones, a
member of the Legislative Assembly of
Quesnsland for the clectoral distriet of
Paddington.

“ Giveon under my hand, at Brisbane,

this fifth day of September, 1922.

W, McCORMACK,
A member of the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland for the clectoval district
of Cairps.”
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DECLARATION BY MR. SPEAKER

The SPEAKER : Pursuant to the require-
ments of the Legislative Assembly  Act
Amendment Act of 1922, I declarc that I am
satisfied that the matters stated in the
notification received by me this day from
the Hon, W. McCormack ave true,

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY PROXY.

The SPEAKER: I have to announce that
T have this day received the following medical
certificate from Drs. Morgan Lane - and
Klis Murphy, and a notilication under the
provisions of the Legiclative Assembly Act
Amendment Act of 1922 from Mr. J. T.
Gilday :

“To the Honourable the Spealker of the
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.

“ We, Morgan Lane and Ellis Murphy,

legally qualified medical practitioners,
hercby certify that John Theophiles
Gilday, a member of the Legislative

Aszembly of Queensland for the electoral
district of Ithaca, is in such a state of
ill-health, through no fault on his pare,
that he is unable, and in our opinion will,
during a period of two wecks from the
date hereof, be unabls to attend any
sittings of the House without gravely
endangering his healti.

* (iven under our hands, at Brisbane,
this fifth day of Septembey, 1922,

““ MORGAN LANE,
“ A legally qualified medical practitioner.
© ErvLis MuRrpHY,
“A legally qualified medical practitioner.”

“To the Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assemblv of Quecnsland.

“J, John Theophilus Gilday, member
of the Legislative Assembly for the
electoral district of Ithaca, hereby notify
you that I have endeavoured to ¢ecure,
and, through no fault on my part, have
failed to secure a °‘palr’ during the
period of two weeles from the date herveof :
and I hereby further notify you that I
desire to vote as a member at every
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sittings of the House and of every Com-
mittee of the Whole Ilouse by means of a
proxy—namely, The Honourable Hdward
Granville Theodore, member of the Legis-
lative 4 nbly of Queensland for the
electoral district of Chillagoe, or, if the
sald Fonourable Edward Granville
Theodore is not present, by another proxy
—namely, the Honourable Alfred James
Jones,  member  of the Legislative
Assembly of Quesnsland for the electoral
distriet of Paddington.

“ Givon under my hand, at Brisbane,
this fifth day of September, 1922.
¢ J. T. GILDaY,
** A member of the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland for the clectoral district
of Ithaca,”

DECLARATION BY MR, SPEAKER.

The SPEAKER : Pursuant to the require-
ments  of the Legislative  Assembly Act
Amsndment Act of *922 I declare that I am
d that the matters stated in  the
notification rceeived by me this day from
Mr, J. T. Gilday are truc.

SUPPLY.

Resvwrerion o CoMMITTEE-—EIGHTH ALLOTITED
Day.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbans, in the chair)
HoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
OUTDOOR RELIEF.

Question stated—
¢ That £52.072 be granted for ‘OQut-
door Reliwf.””

Mr. SWAYNXNE (Mirani) :
apoken on this vote this morning were it not
for the statement made by the hon. member
for Flinders on Friday last, when he said
that the Opposition had been stonewalling
for two or three days. I have looked up
*“ Hansard,”* and counted how many times
members on the Government side spoke, and
‘how many times members on the Opposition
side addressed the Committee. T also
noticed how much space each side occupied
<during the debate. I find there were four-
teen &peakexa on the Opposition side and
their speeches covered 297 inches of ¢ Han-

sard”; on the Government side there were
'twentv-‘\,hrec speakers, who ocrupied 602
inches. ({Laughter.)

GOVERNMENT MEMBEXS :

Mr. PErASE:
work.

AIr. SWAYNE: Yet an hon. member oppo-
site had the effrontery to get up and say
that we were stonewalling, If hon. members
opposite only confired their remarks to the
truth, they would not be able to make
speeches at all, hecause T find, on perusing
their specches, that they are nothing but mis-
representations. If the Government would
wnly  do  justice and give a little more
cncouragement to employers, and leave them
alone, it would go a long way to doing away
with unemployment. All the talk we have
had on the question will not make another

Hear, hear!
It shows we were doing owr

day’s work for the unemployed.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddingion): It is not my

desire to prolong the debate, although it is a
-wery Important question, because hon. mem-
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oem on this side of the Chamber have effec-
tively replied to any eriticism that came from
the Opposition side.

Mr. T. R. RoBerTS: Why were the unem-
plored outside Parliament House this morn-
ng? There were 160 of them.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will
deal with that question before I sit down.
1 think it is incumbent upon me to deal with
one or two phases of this very important ques-
tion. The hon. member for Leichhardt put
the question correctly when he said that the
Opposition had taken up a ¢ Yes—No”’ atti-
tude on this question of relief and unem-
pleyment. In one breath hon. members
opposite condemn the Governmont for not
spending sufficlent money in relief. and in
arother breath they castigate us for spending
too much money.

Mr. Epwarps: That is not correct.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
correct, and nobody knows it better than
the hon. member. 1 have listened for three
days to cvery specch delivered by hon.
members opposite, and they brought to msy
mind tho doggerel verse—

* You can if you will
You can’t if you won’t;
Youw'll be damned if you do,
Yow'll be domned if you don’t.”
That is the attitude of hon. members opposite
on this questicn—whatever we do is wrong
in their eyes.

On Friday the deputy leader of the Oppo-
sition, the hon. member for Aubigny, men-
tioned the case 6f one Thomas Willis. I
regret very much that an individual case
has been brought up, because I think it is
cur duty as pal];amenfarxuns no matter on
which side we sit, to deal with the system
rather than introduce individual casecs, which
can be ventilated in the various departments.
Had the hon. member taken the trouble to
come to th> Home Department he could have
seen the whole of the papers and got all
the information he required. But I am not
going to listen silently to the hon. member’s
accusations against the Government, and,
although I very much regret to have to deal
with an individual case, I intend to do it.
The hon. member stated quite d-finitely that
relief rations were refused to Mr. Thomas
Willis because of his expressed political
opinions. I say that that statement is with-
out any degree of foundation.

Myr. Moore: I only quoted his own letter.

At 11.12 p.m., )

Mr. DunsTax (Gympic). one of the panel of
Tempomxy Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is
what I complain of. If the hon. member had
called to sce me, or the Under Secretary, or
some other officer of the department, he
could have ascertained the whole of the
facts. The person referred to has been
receiving relief rations from thxs Government
since they came into office in 1915 till they
were stopped on 6th August, 1922—last
month—with the cxception of the time When
he was out of the State, and, as Acting Home

Secretary, I take full responsibility for
stopping them
Mr. Porrock: Were there not other

reasons ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
Mr. Morean: All the police reports except
one were in favour.

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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The SECRITARY FOR MINES: Yes—
except one.  The hon. member for Aubigny
was not prepared to quote both reports—
but 1 think we had better leave that alone.
I deny that the Government refused this
person, his wife, and his daughter—who has

two little children—any assistance in any
way because of their expressed political
OPINIOoNE.

Mr. Kerr: IHow long was he away from
the State?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
about twelve months or two years—not very
long. Filed with the papers in the depart-
ment are various letters, which have appeared
in the  Courier” over_his signature. For
insiance, here is one of 3rd Scptember, 1921,
and the fact that it is [iled with the papers
shows that his accusations were known to the
department—

_“1f the Theodore Government con-
tinues to pursue this policy, it wiil find
itself in the plight of Lenin and Company
—repudiation, trifling with the electoral
rolls, brolken promises, stuffed rolls ”’—
These arc some of his expressions.
Mr. Braxp: He is quite right.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Those
statements are in keeping with thoe state-
ments of members of the Opposition, inas-
much as they arc characterised by mendacity
and misrepresentation. It is an answer to
the hon. mewmber for Aubigny that these
letters had no effect on the Government or
the department, because "we continued the
relief up to 6th August, 1922. Willis also
wrote a letter over his signature to Cairns,
abusing the Home Department and the Home
Secrotary., To put it mildly, he was biting
the hand that fed him. It has been stated
that we refused the two little childven the
assistance of the State Children Department.
That is not so. The papers prove that the
daughter of Thomas Willis called on the
Director of the State Children Department
and received a sympathetic hearing. He
gave her the forms and showed her how
to fill them in. She went immediately to
the Under. Secretary and said she would not
fill in the forms because there was too much
“red tape” about the matter. Had the
forms been filled in, the mother would have
received an allowance for the children. Even
when I ‘refused to grant further assistance
in this case, I offered Mrs. Willis a home in
oither a Salvation Army Home—to which
she objected because she belonged to the
Church of England—or in a Church of Eng-
land Home. During the administration of
our predecessors the hon. member for
Bulimba, who was then a Minister, offered
Mrs. Willis the same home that we offered
her—and only one—the Salvation Army
Tome. While we have every sympathy with
deserving cases—the genuine unemployed—
we have no sympathy with the malingerer
and the person who will not endeavour to
do some kind of work—espeeially when he
has the ability to do it. I am of the opinion
that there arc not im Australia very many
unemployable persons. There are, probably,
two classes of unemplovables; there is the
poor, degraded  down-and-out” who, prob-
ably through some fault of his own—and
sometimes through no fault of his own—has
to be provided for by the Staic in some
way or antcther; and there is the class of

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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persons who are parasites on the producer,
1 belicve that the ** white-shirt > loafer ov
parasite is a greater menace to society than
the poor old * hobo.”

Mr. Krrr: Why didn't you bring in that
Bill to regulate racing? That is the class io
whom you refer, more or less, isn't it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
remarks are fairly intelligible.

Mr. Smer: Whom do you mean by the
“ white-shirt loafer’” ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

parasites on all industries.

Mr. Porrock: The Minister does not want
to be personal. (Laughter.)

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
just as well to get right down to bedrock
and examine the causes of unemployment
and the necessity for the granting of relief,
Under the most prosperous conditions and
under any form of government there will
always remain with the Governwment certain
deserving persons who will require relief, and
who deserve sympathetic consideration from
the Government, whether that Government
be Conservative or Labour. I prefer to usc
the word ‘ Conservative” rather than the
term ° National party ” or ‘ Country party,”
because I do not sec any difference between
the two parties. We only regard them as
opponents to progressive government. The
difforence between the Country party and the
Nationalist party is similar to the difference
between the crocodile and the alligator—
onc bites with the lower jaw and the other
bites with the upper jaw. (Laughter.) There
are certain persons who are unable to work,
and it is the function of a Government to
care for that class. The persons receiving
relief are divided into ten diffcrent classes—
the aged and sick men, the wives of same,
widows, deserted wives, wives of men away,
children, families, able-bodied men, wives of
same, and adults. Beven out of the ten
classes are always with any Government, and
alwavs will be with any Government. We
shall” always have aged and sick men and
their wives; we shall always have widows,
deserted wives, wives of men away. children
deserving of sympathy, and families deserv-
ing of sympathy. There is then the question
of able-bodied men and their wives, and
adults. Cur present method of dealing with
the matter may not be the best method.
I do not think that it is. I think the best
method is to provide work for the abiﬁ-bodle(}
men and employ as many as can be employed
in our industries. 1 think that the system
&f insurance against unemployment .ﬂnd
sickness, which the Government are consider-
ing at the present time, is probab]y a better"
mothod than any form of ration-giving. Had
the present Opposition been in office d}}l‘ll’lg
the abnormal time of the duration of the
war, they could not have cared for the needy
by spending only the amount spent by their
Government when they were in office. Com-
parisons are uscless. For the last seven years
we have been living through abnermal times.
As 1 previously stated, we should get right
down to bedrock—right down to the cause of
unemployment and relicf. It must bo remem-
bered by the people of Queensland that we
have had four years of war, and three years
of its very serious aftermath,

Mr. Moreax : And four years of prosperity
during the war period.

My

The
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How
delighted we all were on the night of the
signing of the armistice; but I think that
atl students of history, all statesmen, all
wensible politicians, all commercial men and
business men know that the signing of the
armistice was only the beginning of a great
trade war. We know that the cessation of
war was happy only in so far as it meant
that blcodshed would cease. We all know
that we had to face war’s great aftermath,
and we are suffering to-day because of the
dislocation of trade. War has always brought
forth evil; and just as war has brought about
crime, it has certainly brought about unem-
ployment. Then there are other causes for
unemployment, and unemployment of course
necessitates relief. The ordinary channel of
loan moncy was silted against the Govern-
ment, and ] ask the leader of the Nationalist
party and the lcader of the Country party,
will they deny responsibility in that direc-
tion? No answer.

Mr. Tavron: We absolutely deny it.

The SECRETARY .FOR MINES: They
cannot deny responsibility in that direction.
I am going to quote some figures presently
which will be significant and which will verify
this statement. Our public works necessarily
had to be closed down; we could not pro-
ceed with public works during a certain
period, as a result of that delegation which
srevented the Government from getting loan
moneyr. I repeat the statement—that delega-
tion silted the only channel we had for
obtaining loan money to carry on the public
works policy of this State, and hon. members
must know that a considerable time had to
elapse before other provision could be made.

Mr. Moraeax : The only thing that stopped
vou from getting lcan meney wuas your own
legislation.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
have heard a lot about that.

Mr. Moreax : Other States got loan money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T could
deal with that question very fully; but I
know very well that I would be out of order
if I attempted a discussion along those lines.
I have always denied that we have brought
about any form of repudiation. Hon. mem-
bers opposite cannot deny their responsibili-
ties in that direction.

We

Mr. Braxp: Shoulder your own responsi-
bilities.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Enoggera asked what we
were doing in regard to returned soldiers;
he also asked how many returned soldiers
were getting relief from this Government.
My answer to that is that we do not dis-
criminate in providing rations for the deserv-
ing poor. They are not asked whether they
wont to the front or whether they stayed
behind ; they are not asked whether they are
returned soldiers or not. We only satisfy
ourselves, so far as we possibly can, that the
case is a deserving one; if it is, relief is
immediately granted.

Mr. KErr: My complaint was that it was
stated that returned soldiers and soldiers’
widows were getting relief, when the number
was infinitesimal.

Mr. Moraax : Will you give us the figures
showing the number of able-bodied men and
“women who have received relief during the
past twelve months?

[5 SEPTEMBER.]
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The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: Hon.
members opposite again endeavour to bring
in the war question, and to know what we
have done, aimost hinting that we have not
been sympathetic towards the returned
soldiers who were out of work; when it is
well known that the Government have done
more for the returned soldier than any other
Government in Australia. 1 do not want to
raize the returned soldier question, because
I did not scrve at the front and I did not

try to win the war from the Post Office
steps.
Mr. Moore: It would not have been any

crime if you had. What did you do to assist?
At 11.32 a.m.,
The CuHAIRMAN resumed the chair,

The SECRETARY FOR HINES: I did
my duty as a Minister of the Crown; and I
did my part for the Australians when they
came back. I have already stated that there
are ten classes of people whbo have had to be
provided with relief, and I want to give
the figures to show how the position has im-
proved. There was a certain period during
which we were denied loan funds through
the action of our opponents.

Hon. J. G. Arprr: Nonsense !

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: It
matters not whether they were inside or out-
side the House. We were denied the loan
money that we required to carry on our
public works. That neccessitated a great deal
of unemployment. The greater the amount
of unemployment which cxists the more we
have tc spend in relief. Our most serious
time was from Ist January to 3lst July, 1921
I will give the figures to show how our
position is improving. I am also going to
quote the March figures, because something
has been said about the speech I delivered
in Paddington.

Mr. Epwarps : There was a big deputation
of unemployed at Parliament House this
morning.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Who
organised the hostility against this Govern-
ment? I am of opinion, and always have
been of opinion, that the statements made
on the other side in regard to unemployment
arc greatly exaggerated.

Mr. TavLor: You are spoiling your speech.
Play the game! T had no more to do with
the deputation than you had. I know no
more about it than you do. Be fair!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
fair, and I am quite sincere in saying that
the hon. member is responsible for that
deputation.

Mr. Tavromr: I am not. You are making
statements which are absolutely incorrect.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Do hon.
members  opposite deny that they wers
responsible for the delegation going home?

Mr. TavLor: Of course we do.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
a table showing the number of persons in the
metropolitan area who were in receipt of
Government relief in July, 1921, March. 1922
(I take that month as being the month in
which the Paddineton clection took place),
and June, 1822. That covers the last finan-
cial year, which was the worst period during

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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tho term of office of this Government,

These
are the figures—

Persons in Metropolitan Arec in Receipt of Relief.

July, ‘ March, June,
e 1921, 1922, 1922,
Aged and sick men .. 60 ; | 32
Wives of aged and sick 58 ; pitid
men i |
Widows. . .. .. 301 | 163
Deserted women .. 136 61
Wives of men away .. 176 133
Families .. o2 L 927
Able-bodied men Lo Laso o 547
‘Wives of able-bodied 1,208 |} 817 | 268
men | | )
Adults .. .. .. 8,588 ‘ 1,472 1 853
Children .. .. | 3,473 i 1,658 1 068
12,460 ‘ 5,500 | 3,432

Hon. members will note that the numbers in
receipt of relief decreased during the period
covered by the figures from 12,460 to 3,482.
That is becausc we arc now living under
more prasperous conditions, and because the
Government have passed through the most
trying period. in which they were denied the
necessary loan money that every Government
is entitled to, and which every Government
in Queensland previously had access to.

Hon, J. G. ArpeL: Have you not cut out
a lot that were given rations previously?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: As far
as we can we have cuf out the undescrving.
If the hon. member had been in the Chamber
he would have heard ‘that. We have every
sympathy with the genuine unemployed—the
men who want work and cannot oot it.

Mr. KErRr: Sympathy is easily given.

The SECRETARY FOR MINLES: We give
them work. We have every svmpathy with
sad cases of distress, but no sympathy at all
with the malingerer and the person who
desires to live on the State. There was a
period. in the history of the Covernment
when there were numerous unemploved
workers, but I have given the reason for
the cause of that unemployment. It was not
the fault of the Government. The Govern-
ment was blameless in the matter. Had our
policy not been interrupted and we had been
allowed to carry on our policy, there would
have been no person willing to work who
could not have got work.

Mr. J. JowES: At other times vou have
blamed the war.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
not blaming the war, but T know that the
war crcates unemployment. Tveryone knows
that war causes a Jot of misery and suffering.
It caused all the evils that followed the
great war. The period when the number of
unemployed was at its highest was from the
end of the last financial year to the begin-
ning of this financial year—that is, from lst
July, 1921, to 30th June, 1922, The hon.
member made reference to my speech in
Paddington, and T intend to quote exactly
what I did say in tha$ speech.

Mr. Kerr: I think scme of vour constitu-
ents were outside this House this morning.

Mr. Dunstan: You brought them there.

Mr. Kerr: I did not.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My
constituents have every oconfidence in me.
The hon. member for Enoggera had better
look after his own clectorate. At any rate,

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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I am going to look after Paddington. I am
going to quote what I said during my open-
ing address in connection with the last Pad-
dington election—I am not going to leave
out something. like hon members oppesite
do. This is what I said—

“They had only had a majority in
the Legislative Council during the last
eighteen months. The unavoidable diffi-
culties caused by the war were surely
enough for the Government to contend
with, but they had had those other
difficulties to contend with, and still had
managed to pull through in spite of all
opposition. They could now see the silver
lining ahead, and awithin two months
there would not be one unemplored man
in Quecensland who was willing to work.”

The registered number of unemployed in
Gueensland about that time was 3,000, but
about 3,000 more unemployed came to
Queensland beceuse of the seasonal indus-
tries in which we engage in this State.

Mr. Fry: That is not correct.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
quite correct. Ther all came to Queensland
during that period.

Mr. Brixp: Were the whole 3,000 looking
for work?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
1f we only had our own unemployed to deal
with, we could look after them all right.
If there was a wall between New South
Wheles and Queensland, and we were left
entirely to our own resources, my remarks
would have proved that I had some fore-
sight, because there would have been no
uncmployed at the tirwe I predicted. It is
quite true we were not able o absorb all
the unemployed that came from New South
Wales in that period.

Mr. Carrzrvuil: How do you account for
the fact that there are names of unemployed
which were on the Bundaberg register last
March and they are still unemployed?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
unemploved question is greatly exaggerated.
Several OpprosiTioON MEMBERS interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T will
give the official fizures, showing the number
of unemployed at the Central Exchange on
21st August, 1922.

Mr. Kgrr: Those figures are not correct.
I know a lot of unemployed who are not
registered there.

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: The
number of unemployed in different parts of
Queensland to 21st August, 1922, according
to the Central Kxchange, is: Brisbane, 525,
Ipswich, 60; Toowoomba, 32.

Mr. Krrr: Those figures are not correct.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You
quote figures from ‘¢ Knibbs,” and when i
quotce official figures you say they are nos
correct.

Mr.
correct.

Mr. Sizer: The numbers are much greater
than you are giving.

Mr. Kerr: There are a lot of unemployed

who are not registered at the exchanges at
all.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And

there are also a lot of duplications; we

Kerr: I know that they are not
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cannot avoid that. A man may register at
Ipswich, and two days later he may register
at Brisbane. I will read the figures that I
have got here—Brisbane, 525.

Mr. Xerr: There were over 900 unem-
ployed in Brisbane. Therc were a lot of
returned soldiers out of work.

Ilon. J. G. ApperL: I sympathise with the
Minister. e has a very difficult task.

The SECRETARY FOR J{INES: I
could refer the hon. member for Albert fo
another case. We were accused of turning a
man down, but the hon. member himself
turned him down. I will give the whole of
the figures showing the number of unem-
ployed at the Central Exchanges on 21Ist
August, 1922:—Rrishane, 525: Ipswich, 60;
Toowoomba, 32; Bundalerg, 41; Rockhamp-
ton, 88; Townsville, 65; Charters Towers, 6;
Cairns, 19; Mackay, 141;  Gympie, 19;
Maryborough, 110. Total, 1,106."

Mr. FrY: Do you believe those figures to
b2 correct, or is this just a political state-
ment?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I

believe them to be correct.
Mr. CarreryMtin: What was the date?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 1
have already given the date—21st  August,

1922,
Orrosirrox MEMBERS interjecting,
The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. S1zER: Those figures do not coincide
with your Paddington speech.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
know cases where passes wore issued to men
11 New South Wales right to the Queensland
border. Passes were even issued to women
and little children by the officials in New
South Wales right to the Quecnsland border,
They were told that they would get 10s. a
w;eek for each child under fourseen years
ot age, and that they would also get Govern-
m(;zlt assistance themselves in the way of
Tations.

OrrosITioNn MEMBERS interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have calleu
hon. members on my left to order several
times, We had an instance this morning of
an hon. member having to correct a state-
ment which appeared in ¢ Hansard.” It
18 no wonder the “ Hansard” reporters find
it difficult to hear what is said when there
are so many interjections. I hope hon.
members will allow the Minister to make his
speech without any further interjections.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, heart

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In
March last which was the timc when I
spoke in Paddington—the total number of
unemployed in Queensland was 6,522. In
July the numbers were reduced to 1,462, or
a decrease of 5.060. Thesc figures may not
be very interesting to hon. membors oppo-
site, but they are interesting to the public
outside. Those wete the figures at the end
of July or the beginning of Augaust,

Mr. J. H. C. RosErTS : Tt does not make
much difference to you what dates you give.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What
do you insinuate by that?

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS : You said © the end
of July or the beginning of August.”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
figures were made up on 21st August, but

1922—4 ¢
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they are really the July figures. I do not
say for one moment that because I was
clected member for Yaddington the number
of unemployed decreased; but I do know
that we, as a Government, passed through a
most scrious and  trying period, and we
passed through it successfully. The figures
I have quoted show that the number of
unemployed is decreasing.

Mr. Morcan: You made rash statements
then, just a« you are making now.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
not making rash statoments now. We have
a public works policy to carry out, and we
are giving effect to it, and cortain railway
works are being proceeded with.

Mr. EpwarDS: Do vou know that hundreds
of men have been turned down in the
Nanango electorate?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know
that the people of Nanango have always
regretted that I am not their represcntative
instead of the hon. member——

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And the
hon. member knows that s true. (Disorder.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I warn hon.
mcmbers that if I have to vepcat my call
to order I will take such action as will give
some of them an opportunity of saying some-
thing somewhere else.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I wish
te emphasise these figures, not for the benelit
of hon. members opposite, who do not give
credence to any statement I make, but for
the benefit of the people of Queensland. The
figures are authentic and are compiled from
the records of the department; and, if hon.
members opposite can conceive of a Minister
of the Crown coming into this Chamber with
faked figures, they have very suspicious minds
and are unfit for public life.

Mr. Moreax: They are not faked, but they
are not reliable; they are worth nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Are not
“ Xnibbs’s ” figures correct? Fon. members
opposite arc never tired of quoting the
Commonwealth Statistician.

Mr. Sizrr: On the question of unecmploy-
ment they are unrcliable.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We as
a Government recognise that we shall always
have more or less unemplorment—a certain
number of persons who must be provided for
by any (Government—and if we have erred
we have erred on the side of humanity. If
we have spent more money than hon. mem-
bers opposite would like us to spend, we have
spent it in the belief that we were relieving
the necessitous condition of some poor per-
sons in the State: and it is very difficult for
any Minister—as the hon. member for Albert
will remember—for anr Minister or officer in
that department to discriminate at all times
hotween the deserving and the undeserving.
Hon. members opposite who condemn and
criticise the Government, offer no remedy,
but we do not need their assistance in that
direction. We are providing the remedy.
We have passed through a period when,
through no fault of ours, we have had a large
number of unemployed; but the figures 1
have quoted prove that the number 1s
diminishing month by month, and we are
hoping that in a very short time there will
not be one person out of work who is willing
to work. I was one of the disappointed

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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Ausiralia when our big scheme

ic uld have employed every man in
Queensiand who needed work had to be, if
not abandoned, at any rate, deferred till
times were mere prosperous, and that just
at a point when people were in need of
employment. It was because of the actions
of our opponents, who inferrupted our policy
and interfcred wita the ZLondon money
market, that we could not go on with thosc
work
“Hon. J. G. AppEL: Your policy of repudia-
tion deprived you of the benefit of the credit
of the State.

Mr. Moore: We had the Premier saying
that it was a good job that you could not
get the money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was
not a good job, nor did the Premice say that,
I cannot conceive of any mman in public life

cendemning the parent of all industries—the
iron and stecl industry. Whether it is done

by this Government or in this geweration, I
know that Australia is destined to become
an 1ron and steel producing esuntry, and
that it will never be what it should be until
we do manufacture our own iron and stesl
Mr. Szgr: Why is it hanging fire now?
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have
alr We shall always—

already given the reason.
no matter whether we are able to employ
every available man or not—have to deal
with a certain class of persons who are sick,
or needy, or helpless. Tt will be our endeu-
vour to reduce the number of unemployed, as
nay figures show we have been doing. and we
shall continue in our own way. We shall
continue sympathetically to administer the
policy of the Government and provide for
deserving cases, seeing that no person who
1¥ in need is turned away, and that no
perion who wants food goes hungry.

CATTERMULL (Musgrave): I had
no desire to speak on this vote, but I mu
refute the remarks of the Minister regarding
unemployment at Bundaberg. I find that at
the present time 500 persons are getting relief
in Bundaberg, including 421 travellers and
&) sidents, and approximately £750 was
spent last month in relief. There are regis-
tered at the labour bureau 360 men, some
of whom have been registcred since last
March.

Mr. CoLLins : Why do you not employ them,
if you have the means?

Mr. CATTERMULL: Employment has
.been given to cvery possible man. What is
the reason why employment cannot always be
given? It is very often because of the
Arbitration Court awards. There is no doubt
that the Government arc deliberately pre-
venting a lot of men from getting work.
Instead, they to them, ** We will give
vou a dole on which you can exist”; and,
very often, when work does come aleng, they
are not in a condition to do it, and the
employer has to let them go becauss they
cannot give value for their wages.

Mpe. BREXNAN: You want low wages and
black labour. ‘

My, CATTERMULL: What happens in a
canecutting gang of half a dozen men, cne
of whom has been on the verge of starvation
and cannot do the work? His mates turn
him out; they do not want him, because he
cannot do the same amount of work as they
are doing. I think the Minister hzs quoted
,?gures which are not in accordance with

acts.

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): We  have
listened to a very long speech from the

Minister—one very largely repetition from
start to finish. The main point of the
criticisin of the Opposition on this vote has
been that outdoor relief or doles are being
given to men who are able-bodied and £t to
work for which no return is
[12 noon.] coming to the State. The Go-
vernment should evolve some
scheme to be worked in conjunection with the
local authorities. Work is waiting in cvery
local authority area throughout the Stute for
able-bodied men. The Minister has roforred
to what is done to assist widows, ornhaus,
and descrted wives, Not a single member on
this side has voiced any objection to that.

OrrositroNy MEMBERS : Heur, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR : We all realise that we shali
always have a consideruble number of prople
in our community who will have to he assisted
by whatever Government may have the reins
of office. We claim that a considerable number
of able-hodied men are out of emplorment
to-day on account of the administration of
this Government. We do rot think that the
number would hawe been as grveat had the
Government administered the finances in a
proper way. The Minister said we have
passed through an wunprecedented poriod.
Quite true. It is also true that the Govern-
ment have had an uuprecedentedly large
revenue to tide them over that period. Thev
cannot tell us that the revenue has fallen off
bs hundreds of thousands of pounds; it has
increascd by millions of pounds, The money
was there, if it had besn rightly spent; but
millions of pounds have been wasted.

o

Hon. J. G. ArpEL: Look at the State enttle
stations alone.

Mr. TAYLOR: On cattle stations, rail-
wavs, State enterprise after State canterprise,
money has been frittered awsy and wastad
b= thousands of pounds. Flow can the people
stanid up to the taxation neccssary to main-
tain such a system? The Ministor has lost
tens of thousands of pounds on the mining
ve es which he has bern controlling. I
am pleased io sce, by the reports, that there
is a likelihood of some improvement. There
is necessity for a lot of improvement in the
administration of the hon. geatleman’s
department before we shall be able to get on
an even keel. The money lest in »dminister-
ing the Mines Department could have been
far better spent on permanent developmental
and reproductive works. The people’s money
should not have been put into mining
ventures. No one knows better than the
Minister the precarious nature of the mining
industry in this or any other country; it is,
perhaps, all right to-day. and to-morrow it is
“gone a mllion.” That is what our
criticism has been dirccted against—not
against the giving of relief in deserving
cases.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Ifon.
A. J. Jones, Paddingtor): The hon. member
for Musgrave said that 360 persons were
registered as unemploved in Bundaberg. 1
do not know where the hon, member got his
figures from. I stand on the figures of the
Dircetor of Labour, and they show that the
registration in Bundaberg at 2ist August
last—less than three weeks ago—was forty-
one, It is no good the hon. member trying
to deny official figures.
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My, Swer: Whose figures are we to
believe ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I an
quoting official figures,

Mr. BIZzER: So was he.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 'The

leader of the Nationalist party knows that,
as a result of the war, the hottom dropped
right cut of the metal murket, and that the
Government had to costend with the com-
plete closing down of all mining operations
in tiie Cloncurry district.
Hon. J. G. Aprpsn: The
engage in mining operatio

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Am I,
like the hon. memnber for Albert when he
was Secretary for Mines, to sit still and do
nothing?  We came to the assistance of
working miners, companies, syndicates, and
every legitimatec mining enterprise.

Hox J. G. Apren: We would
Chillagoe.

The SECRETARY FOR 2

State should not

not touch

INES: During
the vear Moust Morgan closed down, and at
that one place 1.500 men were out of work
because of the lockout.

Me. Moueav: The Government
Chillagee at one period.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
closed down the smelting works for a periad.
but we encouraged mining development, and
to-day we are reaping the benefit. On the
figures which are published this morning,
even if there is no rise in the price of silver
and lead, in twelve months Chillagoe will
wIpe out its loss. i

closed

Mr. Moreax: You are very optimistic.
The SECRETARY TOR MINES: The

lender of the Nationalist party accused me
of misspending the State’s money in mining
veutures. Does he expect a coalmine to pay
before it has been developed?  Always
there has to be initial experditure before a
company or an individual can get any return
from mining or any other industry.

Mz, Suzrr: We do not agres with your
going into thesc enterprises.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Will

the hon. gentleman say that we have mis-
spent money in our coalmining venturcs, and
where? I invite hon. members to reserve all
the criticirm the_y may have until we are
discussing the Mines Estimates,

Hou. J. . APPEL: What about Warra?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Warra
;ts]ﬂ not iy mistake; I had nothing to do
h 1t ‘

Hon. J. G. Arrer: Your Government had.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
I,OSS on Warra has not been so great as the
Opposition try to make out; it has been only
about £4,000.

Hon., J. G. AppEL:

whele system.

The SECRETARY FOR MINLES: It is

It is indicative of the

not. We have not one unprofitable coalmine
working in Queensland to-day; and they

bring profit to the Railway Department. T
invite the fullest discussion on the mining
enterprises when we come to the Mines
Estimates and I have the official figures.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): 1 am
not going to allow the remarks of the hon.
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member for Musgrave to go unchallenged.
That hon. member quoted figures from Bunda-
berg, and stated definitely that o certain
number of men were unemplored because
of Arbitration Court awards., Ile said that
if these awards had net existed thoie men
would have been found emplovaient., I want
this Committes to realise that this is the moss
critical period with which the sugar industry
has been faced since we did away with black
lsbour. The hon. member for Musgrave is
on+ of the men who are asking the publie
of Australia to pay a higher price {for their
sugar than is absclutely neceszzry so that
we mav give to the grower of the sugur-
cane a fair return for his labour. The wages
in the sugar industry to-day are regulated
an agreement under which we attempt to
give a fair return to every interest connceted
with that industry. By his speech to-day
the hon. member has lessoned his power as
an advecate for the grower in that particular
industry. e sends it cut broadcast that,
while he would maintsin a fixed price which
would mean to the consumer a higher price
than might otherwisc be neccs:ury, he dosires
to secure that price for enc section of the
community at the expense of another sec-
tion. It shows the faliacy of Country party
reprosentation in its true form. Iiven the
“ Brisbanc Courier” contends that sectional
repressntation, such as that of Countyy party
members, in a system of representation that
cennot live in any sane democrary.  The
hon. gentleman definitely statedd that, when
the men who had been on the unemployed
list in Bundaberg presented themselves for
work. through their privations and starva-
tion they found that they were too weak to
carry out the arduons labour set for them.
The hon. member objects to those men recelv-
ing a fair rate of weges for the work. He
reakes contradictory statements like that in
connection with one of the mo«t stable indus-
tries in this State. The hon. meutber in his
remnarks admitted that the unemployment in
that particular industry wes of an artificial

nature, Ilis remarks are suflicient justifica-
tion for the granting of relief in Bunda-
berg district. The amount of v granted,

which is more generous than would be granted
if the Opposition were in power, is admitted
by the hon. gentleman to be insufficient to
keep men in such a physical state as to
cnable them to do the work when it is pro-
vided. The leader of the Opposition says
that it is the duty of the Government to
provide worl instead of issuing what he
torms doles. His constructive iden of the
solution of the difficulty was that we should
work in connection with local authorities.
The hon. gentleman must have had his tongue
in his cherk when he made a statement like
that to this Chamber. I recollect. a session
or two age, one of the hest meusures ever
introduced into a British Parliswaent to solve
the unemployed question was introduced by
this Government in the form of the I
ploved Workers Bill. Provision G
in that Bill to compel hostile local authoritics
to accept wmoney for progressive schemes,
thereby safeguarding the health and well-
being of the people. I have in mind Mary-
borough. Owing to the activity on the part
of the member for that district. the Govern-
ment came forward with a proposal o lend
cortain money which would have had the
effect of dealing with the unemployed pro-
blem, but it was declined by the local autho-
rity in that distriet. Then the Bill was

Mr, Rtopford.].
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introduced, the parties opposite unanimously
got together, dropped all their differences,
and attempted to defeat the Bill.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 was parti-
cularly surprised at the want of logic on the
part of the hon. member for Biusgrave, and
1 think his statement, taking the full text
of it, absolutely condemns his argument. Tf
we want to take our minds back to the olden
dars, to the many incidents which wore
vesponsible directly for the wretched state
of “existence in Queensland which brought
about a lot of the unemployed and unfor-
tunate circumstances of this country, we only
want to take our minds kack to the time
when men with minds similar to that of the
hon. member for Musgrave dominated every
institution in this State. 1 particularly
desire to draw atlention to the black labour
mind. The old black labour mind is still
present to-day. The same mind exists, but
circumstances have been altered and the
danger is nobt so great, becauvse the people
have put those persons in their place. The
danger is there, none the less. -The hon,
gentleman knows that the sugar industry,
which he professes to know something about.
has been put on a stable footing because of
the fact that high wages have been paid. In
the Lower Burdekin area, as a boy, I reccl-
leet the Maemillans, who then employed
kanaka labour, and they were of the same
mind as the hon. member for Musgrave.
Finding that white labour in* the industrs
drove out the kanaka to outside districts.
just asz white settlement drives the kangaroo
into the wilderness, enabling healthy and
happr Australians to live in those districts,
which were ouce black labour settlements,
+he hen. gentleman now s that we should
relegate the Avbitration Court to the serap-
heap, v, in other words, that we should

= ths employing class to apply the
pruning knife to the basic wage., which is
now teo low, and bring it down to less than
a decent standard of living., If an industry
is going to prosper only undev such circum-
stances, I hope that industry will never
prosper. If it is going to prosper at the
expense of the sweat and blood of the
“ kiddies’ of this State, let the hen. member
take the responsibility. I will not. He says
there is something wrong with the ration
system. 1 said so the other night. We are
not paying sufficient to keep people’s bodies
and soculs 1n a decent state of existence. He
says that men on the ration list are not
vwhvsically fit to work., That is a fact.
When the Maryborough City Council decided
to improve Anzac Park. cortain men were
given employment. I was on the committee.
I know from the ganger on the work that he
had to be particularly lenient with some
of the unfortunate chaps—many of them
‘honest, decent chaps—for about a weck until
they got bhodily strengih to do a decent
week’s work. The bon. member said that
there were 400 men in Bundaberg who were
unemployed, and that £700 per month. or, in
other words, 35s. per man per month. was
spent on rvelief. He swants to cut that down.
The amount of 8s. 9d. per week is not suffi-
cient for any man, particularly if he has a
wife and familv: yet this advocate from the
Bundaberg district says that it should be
sut down. To keep a man and his wife
and family in anything like a decent stan-
dard of existence. to enable the * kiddies”
to go to bed at night feeling that they have
got sufficient of this world’s good things to
satisfy their internal requirements, and to

[Mr. Stopford.
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enable them to be free from the trials of
winter, they must receive more than the
miserable pittance of 3bs. per month. The
hon. gentleman wants to cut that down, My
argument has always been that these people
should be given a standard of existence which
will enable them to keep body and soul
together so that thes can do work when they
get it. I would ask the Government
seriously to consider inercasing the ration
standard, The men and women are entitled
to it. In my own district I am prepared to
take my share of the blame in the matter
of incressing expenditure in that direction.

Mr. CATTERMULIL (Musgrave): I have
never stated that the amount grantsd for
relief is too much.

A GoveRNMENT MeuMBER: You did.

M, CATTER;\TULL: The figures that 7
quoted I obtained yesterday afternoon from
the police office, showing that 420 outsiders
and 86 residents were obtaining relief, caus-
ing an expenditure of £750 a month.

Mr. Grepsox: Did the hon. member quote
those figures as representing the unemployed
registered at the Labour Burecau?

Mr., Riorpax: Yes.

Mr. CATTERMULL : I said the men who
were drawing relief rations. Some men
who were unemployed as far back as March
last are on that list, and have not yet
obtained work. I would like to deal with
the black-labour question and low wages. 1
have never been an advocate of low wages;
I have never been an advocate of black
labour. I was one of the first to support a
“ White Australia” policy.

Mr. Wgir: Do you think £4 a week is too
much ?

Mr. CATTERMULL: I do not think the
hon. member is worth it. I claim to be
one of the first who advocated a “ White
Australia” policy. I believe in paying a
man a good wage, but I want results.
Nature has not made us all alike. We have
no say in our coming here, and we are not
endowed alike.  We should be allowed to
use what nature has given us, and, if a man
who is endowed with intellect and strength
can make his £6, £8, or £10 a weck, more
power to him; but at the present time,
under our Arvrbitration Court awards, the
competent man is carryving the incompetent
man on his back. That is the trouble.
What is the reason for so much unemploy-
ment to-day? You only want to go back—

Mr. Corrins : Go back to the kanaka days.

Ir. CATTERMULL: In 1919, when an
award was made in connection with the
pastorz]l and grazing industry, the judge said
that the higher rate was granted because of
the prosperous condition of the industry.

Mr. Dasg: He did not.

Mr. CATTERMULL: There were men
working in the industry at the time who were
getting £1 18s. a week and rations—men
well up in years, who were quite willing to
continue at that rate. The result was that
the whole of those men were thrown out of
work, and to-day the work that they were
doing is not being performed becaunse the
pastoralist cannot afford to pay the present
high rate of wages. As a result the country
is being overgrown with undergrowth, and
it has not the earrying capacity it had pre-
viously. It would be far better for these
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men to get work at a lower rate and have a
constant job than to take (lovernment doles.
I would be far better for themsclves and
far better for the country.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The hon.
member for Musgrave is in an unfortunate
pesition.  He got up without considering
the effect his remarks would have on the
country, and, having been exposcd in thoso

remarks Dby the hon, member for Mount
Morgan and the hon member for Mary-

borough, he now tries to apologise to the
people of Queensland for what he has said.
There is no doubt that behind his remarks
he had in his mind that the Arbitration
Court should be abolished, and that there
vould be no unemployed if wages were lower.

Mr. CatrERMULL : You say that; I did not.

Mr. BRUNNAN: That is the only inter-
pretation that can be placed on his remarks,

It is far better to have unemployed on
rations than that we should smash the svetem
of the Arbitration Court by reducing wages

to what they were in the old black labour
days.

Reference has been made to the question
of the local authorities finding work for the
unemployed. Some time ago 1 arranged with
Mr. Randolph Bedford to approach certain
financial institutions in Amorica to secure
loan money for improvements in the city of
Toowoomba, and I have recoived a cablegram
from Mr. Bedford stating that he could
obtain money from certain financial institu-
tlons. I submitied the csble to the city of
Tcowoomba, and the town clerk  replied,
“W: do not want the money.” Ju< fancy
a eity like Toowoomba, with roads in a shock.
ing state and requiring trams and a water
supply and all these things. saying thev did
not want loan money ! The eity council did
not_cven have a meeting over it. The mayor
said, “We can get as much money as we
want from the Commonw alth Bank ”: but
the Commonwealth Bank turned them down,
In an important matter such as this, the
bon. member for Bast Toowcomba did not
come along and give any essistancs,  Wo
know that the City Counril of Toow ba
is composad of interests the same as tho
Opposition, and, because the proposal came
from a Labour member—a proposal for some-
thing progressive—no furthey - steps  were
taken, and no steps have been talken = the
Toowoomba Council to find work for the
residents—havd-working men. who would he
onlv teo glsd to accept employment. Money
could have been obtained in America for

necessary  improvements, hut noth Wi
done, and the hon. member for Fast Teo-

woomba «id not trouble about it. Vet we
find the hon. member repeatedly asking the
Government, “ When are vou going to open
the Witlowhurn works? ” "He is not serious.
There is nothing progressive and nothing
statesmenlike about him. The Opposition
ask, © What arc the Government going to do
for these people?”  But when somcething
has been done in a big way thev sit silont
because the Labour member for Toowoomba
might hav~ got some kudos for the efforts
he has made to assist the unemployed. What
has the whole discussion been ahout? It is
all a question of getting votes and trving to
blind the workers. The real pnsition is ncver
explained in tha capitalistic Press, and,
except in  Hansard,” the workers never get
the truth. If last week’s “ Hansard ’ wore
sent to cvery worker in Queensland, the
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workers would wake up and find a different
storr altogether to what the ¢ Courier an.d
other newspapers are publishing against this
Government.

My. COLLINS (Bowrn): The hon. member
for Musgrave made a rvemarkable reference
to the hon. member for Marvborough, and
said he was not worth the basic wage. The
hon. member for Musgrave is one of those
who puts hims:1f on a pedestal and thinks
he is superior to the rest of mankind. In
other words, he says to himself, *“ A thousand
a yvear for me; buf vou belong to the working
class, and less than the basic wage for you.”
There are a lot of people like that, and they
do not seera to realise that a change has come
over the scene. Men have changed, and
the workers might say to the hon. member
for Musgrave, *“ Who are you that vou should
receive a thousand a year and then get up
in your place in Parliamsnt and say that the
remedy for unemployment is to reduce the
basie wage fixed by the Arbitration Court? ™7
Hon, members opposite do not realise that
this is the age of progress. The leader of the
Nationalist party saird that a remedy could
be found for unemployment if the Home
Department  co-operated  with  the loeal
authorities. Does he not realisc that the
local autherities can deal with the unemploy-
ment problem at the present moment if they
so wish? Who controls the local authorisies
of this State? Our friends oppcsite.

My. MoorE: They wore pub there by the
clectors.

My, COLLINS: Of course they were putb
there by the clectors, and I hope the electors
will not be so dense next time. The hon.
member for Aubigny knows that they can
solve the unemployment problem if they so
wish. The hon. member for Musgrave also
knows it. I have been through his distriet,
and in no other part of Queensland have we
such high land value: as there are in the
Bundaberg  district. According to the
Registrar-General, the unimproved value of
land in connecction with local anthoritics is
£68,401.342, What is to stop the local
authority in the distriet of the hon. rwsmber
for Musgrave, or tho lecal authority in thE
electorate of the leader of the Nationalist
narty, putting on a higher rate tha]n th]oy
have at the present time, and so solve the
unemployed problem?

Hon. J. Q. Aprezr: Quits casy.
jaughter.) )

My, COTLINS: Of coursc, it is quife casy.
The hon. merber for Albert belongs to the
<ame class as the hon. member for I\Iu&g}*'zve.
ITe puts himself on a pedestal nnd‘ thinks
he is a superior kind of p#rson. 1Ho does not
vealire that man is man, and that these
unemploved are equal to him, and. mavbe.
would be more than eaual if they had had
the same opportunities that the hon. gentle-
man ha= had.

Hon. J. G. Appen: They are cevfainly equal
to the hon. member who Is speaking.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member for
Aubigny knows that the local authorities can
solve the unemployed problem.

Hon. J. G. ApperL: We cannot collect the
rates now.

Mr. COLLINS: You do not try to collect
them. You do not try to tax the wealthy
class in your shire.

Mr. J. JoxES: You try to sell your State

stations.
Mr, Collins.i

(Opposition
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Mr. COLLINS: That is not the solution of
the unemplioved probhlem. TIn this morning’s
“ Courier 7 I read that a supporcer of hon.
members opposite said that in the event of
the Nationalist party cw r getting into
power thev are going to do awav with all
Stats enterprises; and, comsidering that the
gentleman in  question stressed our State
railways and the loss in connection with the
i . I take it that th» hon. member for
iz in favour of getting rid of our
State railways.

m. J. G, AppEL: I never said so.
ot compare the two enterpriscs.

Mr. COLLINS: It is time the hon. member
fer Musgrave and others were put in their
places. They want to get back to the good
old days. I reinember in the old black-labour
d in the caneficlds round about
he year 1883 for 2s. 6d. per day
and my food.

Mr. J. JONES: Were you worth i47?

Mr. COLLINS: This is ths first time my
work has ever been questioned. Two shillings
and sixpence per day and tucker was the wage
paid in the good old black-labour days. I
was physically fit at thot time. The hon.
member for Musgrave wanis to refurn to
those conditions.

TTEEMULL : No.

3r. COLTINS: He thinks that would be a
olution of the unemployed problem.

Mr. CarterMULL: No.

You

Mr.

member  for

Ay, COLLINS: The hon.
Albert knows that there wore thousands of

men unemployed in 1883, We landed 26,000
people in Queensland in that year. Tho
workers were treated like slaves then, and
that is what hkon. members opposite want to
return to and begrudge what hon. members
oppozite call “doles.” Tt gets on my nerv
when 1 hear members on the other s
talking about *“ doles.” They nced to realise
that +this is an age of liberts, and that the
workman is coming into his own, and that
they will have to live on a lot less than the
£1.000 per year which thev get now, and
which they have only exploited from other
peonle who have done the work.

Myr. WINSTANLEY (Qurenton): There
has been a fair amount of discussion on this
vote, which I thought would have gone
through after the Ministor had replied;
but hon. members opposite wanted to get
in something more, and I do not see why
they should not be accommodated with a
replv to what they have said. The vote for
outdoor relief looks a simpls thing: but,
when wou come to analyse the reason why the
moncy iz being expendad, it goes down to
one of the fundamental principles of modern
civilisation—that is, the question of whother
a man has the right to live and work. Some
hon. members opposite, by the way they
ialk, wonld lead us to infer that they actually
think that if a man cannot work he should
be allowed to starve to death. T have heard
hon. membors opposite, when they sat on
this side, say that the spur of hunger was
ene of the greatest incentives to make men
work, and I hsve heard them quote figures
from the reports of the Labour Burcau as to
the number of unemploved in Queensland,
and assert that they were accurate. But the
quotation which the hon. member for Mus-
grave gave this morning was deliberately
intend-d to mislead the Committee and the
people outside with regard to the number
of unemployed in Bundaberg. One would

[&r. Collins.
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imagine from hearing hon. members oppo-
site that previous to the advent of ihis
Government there was no such thing as
unemployment; but everybody know: that
the unemplosed, like the poor, have always
been with us. Even in normal times, when
things are fairly good, there 1is always a
number of unemployed. I remember a
Minister in a previcus Government showing
an unemployed deputation the door, because
they did not tallk as courteously as it was
thought they should have done. It used to
be said that unemployment was a problem

‘that no Government could «olve, and T agree

with that to a certain exteat, because the
unemployment problem goes much decper
than most people imagine. Hon. members
opposite say that the presrni Government
are responsible for the uncmployment which
cxists to-day. Such a statement is absolutely
untrue, and it has been refuted times without
number, but these hon. members keep on
making the statement. If the hon. member
for MNusgrave said anything, he said that
the present Arbitration Court awards were
responsible for unemployment. The only
inforence to be drawn from that is that, if
men are prepared to work for less wages
than they are gotting there would be more
employment. That statemont is backed up
by the hon. member for Murilla, Whoisaid
that the same thing applies to the mining
industry, and that, if men were prepared to
work for less wages than the sward rate,
they would find work. That 1is absolutely
untrus. I am of opinion that in some min-
ing districts, even if men offered to work for
their tucker, it would be impcssible to make
the indusits a paying concern ab the present
time. Whenever there is a necessity for
cconomy or retrenchment it is wages that
are first reduced by friends of members
opposite.  We know what happencc} in th?
old days, and hon. members opposiie want
to gt back to the conditions which obtained
then, but they will never be able to do =o.
The hon. member for Windsor has had some-
thing tc do with local authorities, and he
caid that the unemployment problem could
have been solved if the local authorities had
heen utilised; and the hon. member for
Aurilla said that the whole of the expendi-
ture from this vote and a great deal more
should hav: been concentrated in one spot,
ond the unemployed collected there.

Mr. MORGAN : No; my idea was to have a
lot of places.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Unemployment is
not sonfined ta one particular plare, and the
money should be spent in difftrent places.
perhaps in clearing land and preparing
farms; but that has been dealt with by the

3 one local authority was eranted
the vobe for velief work, other
lIocal muthorities would require to be treated
in the same w and the conseguence would
be that a wote of three or four times as much
as the present amount would be necessary.
The hon. member for Windsor denied
emphatically that the unemplogved in
bane had becn organised to form a deputa-
tion, but it is a remarkable fact that, when
demorstrations can be made to cause injury
to the Government, the unemployed —are
slways organised. We have repeatedly seen
the Jocal unemploved in Brishane organised
1en they could be of use to the Opposition,
and the papers have given ample reports of
all they have said in denunciation of the
(Giovernment. It is a matter of common
krowledge that the friends of hon. members

P
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opporsite are responsible for the unemploy-
ment which is brought about from time to
time, and there is nothing strange about the
unemplored being ap to the House this morn-
ing in this de putat}on.

Mr, Mozrein: You are very suspicious.

WINSTANLEY : The hon. memLm
Y r sald that rho unemployment in
the miniug industry was due to the reck L‘as-
ness of the Secreiaryr for Mines, which is a
deliberate misstatement. ness is
due to hon. members opposite cckices
staterents have again and been
refuted, and it has bern shown that there
have not besn the los which those hon.
members assert.  During the prosent depros-
sion in the mining indusiry, very few able-
bodiad men have been geiting rations on the
mining ficlds. The D'\u‘ ‘t.nent of Mines has
found them money to do pros nemmg work.
I2 hund of cases the mincrs have been
kept at work 1n thet wayv, which infinitely
better than having men domrr nothing. The

again

i

M

gread difficulty is in finding Wwork which has
any chance of Dbeing remuuncrative, parti-
cularty in places like Brisbare. The hon.

member for
between  the

Pittsworth made a
present cond and those
which existed in Rome previous to its fall.
The hon. member also interjected when the
hon, member for Bowen was spes
ke wes getting in good propagands
hon, bemkman was quite wrong in what he
said about the Roman Kmpire. 1iizfory
teaches us that, when the citizens of Rome
0»\11(-<{ and worked small areas of five acres
and ur\ﬂer and the genvrals left the plough
tr lead their armics in battle, they Couqbcled
the world; bat, when the Jand was held in
large arcas by the wealthy few, and the
(TLOdt bulk of the people were landle: rs, work-
ing and living as slaves, while the patvicians
lived in lu‘\:uly and proﬂlgacy then came the
downfall of the Empire.

cainparson

I am satisfied that the unemunloyed problem
is a difficult problem. Ilen. members
opposite have spoken oy this vote, yet when
they sat on the Government side of the
House they made no attempt whatever to
soive the urlerm,l() red problem.  We broughs
in a Bill to solve the probles. and it w
worthy of more consideraton than it got.
At the present time we have a Bill on the
business-sheet to  deal with the nuesdo
A man who has mever had to voll up his
blankets and start out to look for work does
not knew what it is to be unemployed. There
is no more humilisting position for man
than to feel that he 1s strong and healthy
and well qu&]iﬁod to work but he cannot get
woik to do. It i part and parcel of our
present-day system, and it is going to take
sometting radical and so iething which will
go right to the root of things before the
question Is solved. I thirk the Government
have made an honest atfempt to solve the
problem. and at the present time they are
lmug the best possible under the circum-
stances to solve 1t. Tlon. members opposite
made reference to the State enterprises, and
said they would do away with them. It is
s0Me Lhmxr to have that statement from them,
They have said on previous occasions that,
ne mat whether the Sfate enterprises were
profitable or unprofitable, they were against
them, and would wipe thera out when they
gof the chance of doing so. It is just as
well that the electors should know that. If
the Government have made any mistake in
connection with this vote at all, it has been
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iu the direction of makinrg it too low. Any-
one who knows anything about the position
at all must kunow that, althoush the State

al than i v
it is still vot sufficicut to piov
amina for a man to ciasble hiva
go out s'raight away aud do a bhard dar's
work.  We are going threuzh tegir timc—&
and the conditions are such that we h'ue
‘mf only to provide for our own unemployed
but we have un\.ullovud coning flom the
other States, and we have to lovk after them

allowanes is mueh more ]ib{\
before,
erough

e

as wel “. Instead of blaming the Government

w2 shou ld really commend them for what

they have done in dealitg with the problem.
Mre. T. R, ROBERTS (Fast 7'00;{*00"751(1)

It is a zogmt[ab'(, tkum indeed that a man
has to apply for relief. because no ) mian likes
to think that he has to depend on relief for
existence.  The average man desires employ-
nient.  The Oppositien stand for that, We
d» not say that, because a is out of
werk in Queenslarl, he should be allowed to
starve, ‘\V" s2y that eversy man, woman. and
child must have the means of existence. We
say that lt Is up to the Government to find
r*‘upl’v ment for pien who are ,u,.umca S0
hdt their wives and children can be kept in
d health.

M\ Coruixs: Why don’t veu do it through
re local authorities?

=

th

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: What did the three
members who have HDOAP’l from the UO‘ ern-
ment side tell us? They «aid that the local
authoritics should find emplo ‘ment for these
people.

Mr. Corrixs: That is so.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Does that mea
that the credit of the local authorities is
better than the credit of the State? I think
it is the duty of the Government to find
employment for the people. I recognise that
there Is some obligation ou the palt of the
lecal authorities, too, but the Stute Govern-
ment are the first who should have the
responsibility for dealing with the unem-
plored. Notwithstanding that wo spent two
days last week and one-third of to-day
already in discussing this vote, it does not
give any more work to the people who want
We know quite well that the dele
given fo thosc men does not keep them in
sufficient condition to take up honest toil
straight away. When I  returned to
Toowocomba last Saturdey cleven or twelve
men waited on me at my office to impress on

me the sericusness of their individual posi-
Hoﬂs. They were all n‘ﬂn registered at the
Labour Bureau, and I krow that some of
them have bgen registered there for some
wreeks, beeause they have been calling on me
for some weelks. These cleven or twelve men
told me that they could rot find cmployment.
A woman called at my office yesterday., She
was quite a stranger to me. She told me
that she and her husband and child walked
from Warwick, and she gave me a very
scathing account of the unforiunate position
of the man on the land between Warwick
and Toowoomba, Yet v have the hon.
member for Bowen talki about putting
more taxation on the land.

Mr. CoLLINs:
the land.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: It is all very well
to talk about the ummgrovod value of the
land. The present Government, by their

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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actions, have reduced the value of land since
1915 by 40 per cent.

Mr, Corrins: You use:d to advocate a land
tax in the carly days of the Labour move-
ment.

Mr. 7. R. ROBERTS: The taxafion

impos sed by the present Government s
making many people hesitate to invest theil
noney, or 1)011;&1)3 they might he ablo to do
qomorhmﬂ m the mdttm of unemployment.
The industrial position is such that it makes
it impossible for men to find ciployent.
I am not going to say that I would abolish
the Arbitration Court. We know that there
i+ a larzce body of meun in Queenzland who
can onlr be classed a+ unskilled labour. It
is so in Toowooinba, at any rate. We know
that most of these who register at the Labour
Buresus are unskilled.

Hon. W, Foreax SMiTH: That iz untrue.

ir. T. R. ROBERTS: The Minister in
charge of the Public Works Department
savs that my remarks are untrue, but it cer-
tainly applhes to Toowocomba, at any rate.
If the Minister will obtain the report of
the Public Works Department he will find
that there is a large number of young men
between the ages of seventeen and twenty-
one years who are unable to ﬁnd employment
in Quecnsland to-day. They do not go to
the Labour Bureau to register their names,
because they have homes, and they can get
food at home. It is oulw right and fair
that theu parents should see that they are
kept in food in their own homes. These
people never register.  The industrial posi-
tion is such that we are producing more and
more of these unskilled men.  As these young
men get older they will not have an oppor-
tunity to learn a trade at all. I do not
blame the Government altogether for the
position that exists, We have to recognise
that the men who make these conditions arc
the masters and men thcemselves, and T want
to say a word to them Is it not time to
review the whole position as we find it to-
day? If these boys and young men are
unable to get an opportunity fo learn a
trade, then we shall only add to our
unskilled labour. In Toowoomba to-day we
could give employvment to skilled men, but
unfortunately, owing to the scasonal con-
ditions, that is not possible. We have not
got the opportunity to employ a great body
of unzkilled workers. ¥ might say a word

or two to the Home Department in par-
ticular in this matter. I know that the
Home Secretary made an excellent proposi-

tion some time ago, and I referred to it last
session, where he propesed to come to an
arrangement with the local authorities in
regard to finding employment. The local
authoritics were going to find the tools and
the material, and the Government were going
to find a certain amcunt of money. I would
like to know why the scheme was not put
into operation—whether the men sitting
behind the Governmert and the wunions
interfered. It 1s all very well to say that
the Government had not cnougli money to
go round. We should not w ait till we have
enough to give c¢very man cmplorment; we
should see that we get the best results we
can for the money we have. I sav it would
have been a good thing if the Government
had accepted the su'rgnstion of the Home
Secretary and found fifty men work, even
if they had to provide relief for the other
men,

[Mr, . R. Roberts.
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The City Council of Toowoomba had an
interview with the then Treasurer, Mr.
Fihelly, and made £1,000 available for work
on the Toll Bar road. The mayor—and I
am Sure no man in that position would have
made the statement without reasonable cause
—reported that he had the authority of the
Treasurer to say that the money would be
refunded to the council. It has not been
refunded. I know it has been said that it
cannot be done, but it is unfortunate, and
the mayor has promised that if the £1,000
ix refunded it will be made available for
work for some of the men whs are idle at
the present moment,

I think the hon. member for Toowoomba
associated my name with others who he
said had taken no isterest in the proposition
which he had the check to put up to the
City Council. The men who were concerned
were  the hon. member himself and Mr.
Randolph Bedford. Imagine those men talk-
ing about American loans of a quarter of a
million! It is sufficient for me to treat it
with contempt.

Mr. GLEDSON (Jpseick): I did not intend
to say anything on this vote, but I listened
carefully to the debate on Friday, and T have
heard the Minister reply fully, and I thought
the  debate would have been closed, bus
evidently the Nationalists are not satisfied.
They have resurrected the matter, and I
think it is only fair that hon. members on
this side should reply to their misstatements.
One of the misstatements ix that the finan-
cial transactions of the Government have
caused the unemployment. If that be so, then
the financial transactions of the Nationalists
and Country party Governments in the
other States must have caused the great
emount_of unemployment there. The leader
of the Nationalist party said that the bulk
of the unemployment on the mining fields
was caussd by the action of the Minister.
That is just the opposite of the trath, more
particularly on the co(ﬂmmm(r fields. The
cause of the unemployment is ‘the failure of
the friends of the Opposition, the failure of
private enterprise and of the capitalists. to
plmldo for the men they in their
industries and throw on the sora vhen
they are done with then. That is the cause
of unemployment, not only in Queensland
but in every other country in the w Olld and
there will bo no remeds till we alter the

vstem mh(‘bcthcr and wipc out private enter-
prise and the capitalistic mcthod, and till
w2 have—as many of my friends "have told
hon. members oppesite befom production of
foodstuffs and the neccssaries of life for use
and not for profit.

Talc the older countries of the world and
see what they have done with the unem-
rent problem. Take Britain and her
Allies who won the war, and Germany, whom
they defeat:d. (zelmam in her reconstruec-

tion, set out to find work for cvery man and
womarn,
Oepostrioy  Memsers :  Ten and  twelve

hours a day.

Mr. Moweay: At verv low wages.

Mr. GLEDSON: I am plop:ued to show
that thu are mnot working ten or twelve
hours a day, but they are w: ,1ng the hours
neeessary to keep everyone employed.

Lir. MorgaN: For what wages?

Mr. GLEDSON: TFor higher wages thaun
they have ever received before or since the
war. In the textile industry, in which we
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work forty-eight hours, they wurk forty-six
as the maximum. The number of hours they
work is sufficient to keep every man and
woman employed, and we have to reach that
stage here. We have to work the number
of hours required to give the production
necessary. When we work more it means
unemplovment. Reports from (ermany are
to the cffcet that official statisties show that
of 70.000,000 people, only 18.000 arc unem-
ployed.

Mr. Fry: What is the date of the report?

Mr. GLEDSON: Tt is about a fortnight
ago. 'Those figures are from the labour
bureaus in Germany, and are lower than ever
before in her history.

Now, let us come to Australia. The cause
of unemployment in mz own district has
been the failure of the friands of hon. mem-
bers opposite to keep thcir works going.
Something Jike four mines have closed down
within the last three or four weeks.

Mr. Morgay: Coal is too dear to enable
them to keep going.

Mr. GLEDSOXN : Coal herz is cheaper than
t other parts of the world. The price in
.

Sreat Britain is £1 7s. 6d. a ton; at Ipswich
v Sounth Wales it 1s

it is 16s, 6d.; iIn Nev

195, 9d.: and in America, £2 5:. We have
mines there which have done no work since
last Friday, and will do none till next Friday.
That will be a full weck without work. The
nmen arve thrown out of work, yet people say
that they should not receive assistance. How
are they to do without assistance when they
have probably not been working for the
last six months, or their average has heen
Tess than threc days a week? Would that
kkeep them and their families? Then they
are thrown out altogether, and after a week
or two they have to seek aisistance from the
Government., Yet they are condemned by
hon. members opposite.

The leader of the Nationalist party blame.d
the Secretary for Mines for causing ‘unem-
ployment by his action in connection with
the Government mining ventares,  Let us
analyse that statoment and sce whether there
is any truth in it at all. When the siump
took place in the metal industry, pretty well

all the metal concerns were undes

[2 p.m.] the control of private enterprise

—Mount  Morgan,  Cloneurr
Mount Elliot, and Duchess. Instead of show-
ing any consideration to the thousands of men
who have honestly and faithfully worked for
the purpose of providing dividends for those
companles, the works were Iimmediately
closed down and the men dismisced. Com-
pare that with the action of the Seccretars
for Mines in regard to Chillageoe. Tastead of
closing down the smelfers and throwing the

men idle, the Minister kept the smelters
going, and 3,000 to 4.000 souls in North

Queensland were able to provide for them-
selves instead of receiving (Government relief,
as was the case on many other fields. In the
coalmining industry, directly the slump
occurred and vessels were not taking the coal.
the mines were closed down and the men
thrown idle. Hon. members opposite have
told us that it wasz because this Government
were in power that no new works could be
started. The hon. membsr for Kast Ton-
woomba zaid that it is not the local authori-
ties’ placs to find work—the Government
should do it. Vet they tell us they wonld
immediately close down all State enterprise-.

Hon. J. . Aprun: Heur, hear!
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Mr. GLEDSON : How ran hon. enibers
reconcile those two statements? How can
the hon. member for Albert sar we should
close down the State enterprises and then
argue that it is the duty of the Government
to find work for these men? How can the
Government find other than governmenial
work ?

Hon. J. (. Arrer: Use legitimately the
money which is wasted in these entorprises.

fr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for

Albert doos not want State enterprises to be
closed down; he wants the money to be usnd

1
in a legitimate way In Stote onterprises
which will not show a loss.

Hon. J. G. Apern: You ave infer-
preting what I said. I said. to use the
money that is being wasted in coriain
enterprises,

My, GLEDSON : When the slump occurred
the Secretary for Mines immediatcly started
to develop new works in places where other
people did not go. He sanlk a certain amount
of money in Baralaba; and in the electorate
of the leader of the OUpposition, I think
something like £47,000 «as the outlay, Som~
of that moeney was recovered by the sale of
the machiners. I sappose £12.000 cr £15 091
was spent in the electorate to rzcertain wl
coal was there. That money hus zone th

Mr.

We
Dalby.

Mr. GLEDSON: The people did not know
anything of the sort. They <o not even know
yeb what coal is there. Owing to the amount
of water the Government werc unable to ascer-
tain what coal existed. There was not suffi-
cient money available fully to develop the
mine at the time, and probably in a few
vears, when coal is required there, the mine
will be further developed. Mcney vias spent
at Baralaba to ascertain what coal existed
there, and money was spent at the Styx
River for the same purpose. Money was
spent in places that were never investigated
before. The Bowen coalfield was developed
and a railway constructed. Ilon. members
opposite say that the Government have not

%
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VowLes : knew beforchand in

done anything to create employment. We
know that there arc thousands morc meun
employed in Queensland to-day than were

employed when the Liberal Government were
in power. and still hon. m-mber: opposite
it is our duty to find work for the uncm-
d. I agree that it is our duty to find
work for them, but it is also our duty to
prevent private cnterprise expleiting the
workers and then throwing them upon the
scrapheap. It is our duty to find work for
them when private enterprise refuscs to find
it.

Mr. Bessiveron: And gst value for the
money, too.

Mr. GLEDSON. Ves Apart from what
the hon. gentleman says, I believe that the
men working for the Government in Queens-
land are giving value for the money.

fTon. J. G. Areer: The hon., member for
Drayton did not sugge:t that they were not.

Mr. OLEDSON: The hon. member, by
innuendo, said they were not, Iion. members
opposite never speak straight out.

Mr. Bepsixgron: If a bootmaker is put
on to make a watch, con he give value for
the money?

Mr. GLEDSOI: Can any hon. member
sav that the men employed In the coalmines

Mr. Gledson.}
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te-day working for the Gov rnment do not
give value for the morey? Hou. members
opposite endeavour by inuuendo to asserg
that the men do not give value for the money.
Mr, BepsINGTON : The men are not supplied
with up-to-date machinery. They are ex-
pected to carry out iue work with an old
plough and scoop. Give the men a chance.

Mr, GLEDSON : If the hon. member knew
what he was talking about, he would know
that men do not fill coal with a plough and
8CO0P.

Mr. Bepsinegron: I am
employment generally,

Mr., GLEDSON : If the Lon. member who
is attempting to woo the electors of the
Rosewood district tells them that they will
have to give up getting coal with a plough
and scoop, th will wonder who is coming
along to talk to them.

Mr, Bepprxgron: I would tell them that
they should not try to null cut a stump
before cutting down the tree.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Enoggera asks what is being done to assist
the returned soldiers. When the men returned
from the front, private emplovers said that
they were unable to give them their j
back again. If they did give them work, i
and wheel this wagon.”” The wagon would
perform. If a man returned from the front
with a crippled arm or leg, practically unable
to walk, the employer would say, ¢ Go down
and wheel this waggon,” The waggon would
contain from 10 cwt. to a ton of coal, and
would have to be wheeled up an incline of
one in four or onec in eight, Because the man
was unable to do that, the employer would
say, ** We have not got anything for you to
do. You cannot do the work you did before
vou went to the front, and that ends our
liability. We cannot do anything for you.”
That is the way they treated them. But
what did the Government do? In my own
district alone, during the first year that
these men were returning. there were nearly
100 veterned soldiers who were unable to
work in their old emplovment, and who had
not previously been emploved by the Govern-
ment, who were put in the workshops in
Ipswich and given work. In addition, every
returced man who hasd previouzly been in
the workshops was given work, and the
Governiaent did net sas to-him, “ If you are
not able to stand there and use the sledge
hammer on the rails, or if ycu are not able
to stand with the hammer in the blacksmith's
shop, we have nothing else for you fo do.”
If they were not able to do their old work.
the Governmcnt instructed the foremen to
find work that the men were able to do.
Private employérs have not done that.

about

talking

Some sneering remarks have been made
by hon. members opposite in connection with
what Germany has done. The Germaun Go-
vernment-—which 1is practically a Iabour
Government—passed an Act wihich provides
that every emplorer of labour must take a
percentage of maimed and wounded soldiers
into their employ and provide for them.
What would the employers here do if we
attempted to do that? If the Federal Go-
vernment. who have control of the:e matters,
attempted to do that, the cmployers would
b2 up in arms and would close their works.
as they arve doing all over Australia to-day.

[My. Gledson.
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I find that the “ Labour Call,”” which was
published on Thursday, 31st August, con-
tains the following :—

“Can Sucu THINGS BE IN SUNNY

ATUSTRALIA.
20,000 Dastitute in Newcastle.
“ Unemployment Rife in every State.
“And still the Ymmigrants come.”
Mr. BsBBINGTOXN : A communistic paper.
Mr. GLEDSON : I do not know if the hon.
member knows what communism means, but,
if he does not, I would advise hiw. to ascer-
tain what it does mean, becsuse the hon.
member represents a communistic community
at the present time. The Farmers® Union
and the Primary Producers’ Union arc the
greatest coramunists we have te-day.

Mr. Beprixeron: We are co-operationi
—a different thing altogether.

At 213 p.m.,

Mr. DuxsTaAx (Gympic). one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. GLEDSON: The quotation reads—

“Mr., B. Deramore-Denver, special
commissioner for the ¢ Sunday Times,’

writes thus to his paper from Newcastle—

This is a city of destitution, of
poverty and suffering; a city of deso-
lation and agony. It knows to-dayv
children blue with cold and emaciated
from lack of food; it know: homes
denuded of furniture sold to buy food
it knows hundreds—yes, thousands—
who huddle in bags, in rags, in old
newspapers, in the pitiful effort to
keep themselves from pneumonia and
death,

Tt knows all this, lives all this, and
must endure, all because the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company, ILimited,
shut down its plant ncarly three months
ago, and deliberately threw out of work
something like 6,000 men.

Because cach worker was supporting
an average of three persons, it means
that the shut-down of the biggeit steel
plant in Australasia has sont close to
20.000 on to the Government bread
line.

And that is the nusaber of humans
in Neweastle who have been forced on
to the Government bread line, declare
city officials. If it were not for Go-
vernment aid, they would have starved
to death weeks ago.

“ That is a nice picture of Australia.
In the twenticth century, a voung. empty
land. That is something for the war
fanatics to cogitate over. Iere is a city
in a state of destitution, and we were
continually told by ¢ patriots’ that Aus-
tralians were fghting to make this
country a land fit for herocs to live in.”

Tisten to what the mayor of Newcastle has
to say on the subject:—

“ 7 wish to God that the steel works
never had been located in Newcastle. It
lured thousands here, gave them work,
and now, in its shut-work, har fogs{ed
the legion of workers and their families

into suffering and woe such as New-
castle never has krown before iIn ifs
experience,
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“But this is only one city in the
Commonwralth  where unemployment,
misery, and starvation exist. From

Brisbane to Perth we hear the same cry,
and there are more unemploved in Tas-
mania than was cver kuown before.
den are starving in Hobart and Laun-
ceston. Mr., M. Page said at a mceting
of unemployed receutly, that the strug-
gle to-day was worse than the fight
against the Hun.

“ Unemployment  stalks through the
land, showing in grim reality the farci-
cality of our present system, when one
side of the road people roll in riches and
luxury, and on the other men, women,
and children are absolutely starving. It
is a nice picture to put on the film, and
show intending immigrants from the old
country, who are themselves on the verge
of starvation, broun about by greed
and credulity of capitalism. All this
i cupidity, and starvation is the
t* result of the system under which
live to-day.”

“

That sums up the p That extract
shows the failure of private cnterprise and
the cupidity and greed of the capitalist,
who makes big profits, and who, if the profits

are not forthcoming, throws the workmen
on the rcraphesap.  What do they care
whether the women and ‘ kiddies” are

starving in the cold, or whether they are
‘taken to the cemetery or not? All they
have to do is to put an advertisement in the
paper, and they can get thousands of men
to flock to them every week. The capitalis-
tic system is built on unemployment; the
capitalists will see to it that they keep the
unemployved there. They throw the respon-
sibility on the Government and ask them
to keep the uncmpleyed. Thes say that the
Government should keep them by supplying
them with relief, so that, when they want
them, all they have te do is to advertise
for them and they will get them. That .is
the position in Newecastle, Hobart, and other
places, lthough we are discussing a vote
of £52,000 for outdoor relief, I am sure that
every member of the Labour party would
not mind if the amount was £500,000 so long
25 1t relioved distress and kent women and
“ kiddies ”” from starving Not one penny of
the vote will be begrudged by the Labour
party if it is for the purpose of relieving
~wenuine distress, no matter how much it
may lw increased.

There is a personal matter I wish to bring
up, to show that this (Government is not
the only Government in the world which
gives unemployment relief. The day before
vesterday a man came to me in the lobby
of the House, and said he was told to
come to me. Ile was a miner from the old
country. He said, “T come from Lanca-
shire, where I tramped about for weeks and

months and could not get a job. T was
forced to come out here, and I want to
know if you can get me work.” I said,
““Where have wou last come from?” e
said, ““ From New South Wales. I could
not get anvthing theve, and I came up
here””  This morning another man came

to me and said he had just landed from
the old country. He was starving there,
and had nothing to do, and he camc out
here, and he is looking for work, These
men arc brought out to Victoria and New
South Wales. There is nothing but starva-
tion there for them, and they come to
Quecnsland because they know there is a

[5 SEPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1179

s;mpathetic Government here who will not
allow anyone to starve, no matter Whgre
he comes from. The Government are going
to do their best to provide these men with
work, and, if they cannot find them }vork
themselves, they are going to assist private
enterprise to establish works for that pur-
posze. They have spent thousands of pounds
in helping the Chillagoe Company to keep
the mine going, and to establish works for
coking purposes. The Government not only
provide work themselves, but help private

¢nterprise to find work for the relief of
disiress in the State.
Mr. (. P. BARNES (Werwick): We have

Vistencd to remarks from the other side of
an extremely extravagant character, to the
¢ffect that hon. members on this side of
the Chamber are entirely adverse and
sntagenistic to helping people who are out
of work and who arc really n need of relief.
1 claim that members on this sids have shown
a generosity that may possibly be non-
tent excnpt in lip language on the oppo-
ite side of the House.

The SECRITARY TOR DMINE
much evidence of it.

Mr. G. P. BARNES:
where there are genuine cases,
receive  genercus trestment,  no
whether it is the present Government who
are in office or any other Government. Ve
know that where there are 3 of genuine
necessity those who are associated with us
in the National government of the country
are ready to sce that relief is given. It is
n unworthy charge to make against this

2 or against the capitalistic communiiy
nerally, I for one feel strongly in that
lirection, but at the same time I think that
you can go too far. A great deal of money
fias besn expended, but men would have
been far happier and truer citizens if, instead
of having doled out to them certa sums
of money, they had work given to ther.
No one can accuse the Government of the day
of being responsible for all the unemploy-
ment that oxists. As the hon. member for
Queenton said, no such charge can be made
against this GCovernment or any other
Government, but a mighty charge can be
made against this Goverrment of being
directly responsible for a great deal of the
unemployment that exists to-day in Queens-
land. I do not see that they should have
to put up with the unemployed who coms
from other States, but we¢ know they are
invited to come from the other States as a
veeult of the generosity of the Government.
1t is unwise to invite prople herz under such
circumstancss, but it is due to the stupid
administration of the Government.

The SECRETARY FOR Minrz: Who is making
charges now?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: One of the measures
that has to reccive the early consideration
of this House is the Tramways Bill. How
long have the Covernment been tinkering
with that matter? They have been tinker-
ing with it and they bsve been disturbing
things. otherwise a great deal of work would
have been given to men in making exten-
«ions in every direction. This city has been
kept back as a result of the tinkering
sdministration of the Government and of
the way they have been dealing with the
Tramways Company.

The TEMPORARY COFLAIRMAN: I hepe
the hon. member will confine his remarks
to the question before the Committee.

My, G. P. Barnes.]

There is nob

Bvery day almost.
those cases
matter
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: T am dealing with
uncmployment. The Minister asked me *o
give an instance where uncmployment could
be dealt with, and I am giving him an
instance. I am giving him onc of the causes
of unemployment, and I could give anr
number of themn. That is one of the causes
of unemployment te-dar., I mentioned the
extonsions of the tramwass as a means
whereby we could give employment te labour
because extensions would be made in every
conceivable direction and men would bhe
employed.

The TEMPORARY CHATRMA It =
not in order to deal with the tramway cxten-
sions on this vote.

Mr., G. P. BARNES: T am #Healing with
the question before the House,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
hon. member is dealing with the Bri
Tramways Bill.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Every member of
this Committee who has spoken has been
allowed latitude in dealing with this matter.
T was asked by the RJinisker where the
Government are to be blamed for the unem-

The
L ine

ployment that exists to-dar, and I am
giving an illustration. Those extensions

would be going on to-day but for the Govern-
ment, and employment would be given to a
large number of men, and, as a rezult, unem-
plorvment would be infinitely less than it is
to-day. In addition to thnat, the whole of
the Government policy has had an of on
unemployment. There is going to rizo up
in this land an army of voung life thut
condemn this Government and evers like
Government.

Mr. PEAst: They arc being
cvery day.

Mz, G. P. BARNES: Others are being
converted in another direction. There is an
v of men to-day who are simply workers
instead of men with trades to fall back on.
due entirely to the wayv in which the (Glovern-
ment  have  inculeated  their  doctrines
among#t the people.  Otherwize, voung men
would have been engaged as apprentices, In
almost every walk of life we are allowed to
employ only one junior to three adults and
the result is that there is a dearth of trades.
uten in many directions, hecause men have not
heen trained. That ix the ¢urse of the hour.
Hon. members opposite will not study the
prople in the community who would open up
avenues for the absorption of thes: young
men, .

Mr. Fornr: That is a matter for the Arbi-
tration Court.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Who is at the back
of the Arbitration Court? Hon. members
opposite know right well that the unions,
with their propaganda, have made claims on
the court and have thereby largely brought
about the result T am quoting. made
inquiries the other day regarding the slow
progress of some work in my cwn town, and
I was told that tradesmen for the job could
not be secured. We have not been breeding
them, because the unions, which are at the
back of the Government, hava pravented
young men from being educated in various
trades. The result is that, instead of having
carpenters and stonemasons and bricklayers—
instead of having men with some trade at
their fingers’ ends—we have simply working
men,  (Government dissent.) This Govern-

[Mr. G. P. Barnes.

converted fo it

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

ment, and like Governments, are directly
respons’ble for a great deal of unempley-
ment. We would have had works going on

in nearly all dircctions had there been a
degres of confidence which does not exist
to-day. The people will rice up and condemn
this Government. They are doing it to-day,
and, if the Government had the courag-,
they would go to their masters, the people,
and ask them what they think of it. T am far
from thinking that the unemplored are all
undeserving men. I know too wmuch about
them, Xlow many rcally drserving men come
to us and ask for work and we cannot help
them, because preity well every entorprize
has been thwarted and throttled, so that men
are unable to put their hearts into it as they
would if they had freedom of thought and
action! I notice hy to-day’s paper that the
huge sum estimated by onc man as the waste
in our State enterprises amounts to £7,000,000.
If that sum had bheen put into anoth:r avenue
which would have made for employment,
how different the result would have been!
The capital which has been taken from the
people by means of taxation would have been
expended in enterprise had it remained with
those people. The men who posscss capital

do not put it into glass cases:
[2.30 p.m.] they utilise it in every wav. The

utilisation of that would have
meant employment of a large army of men.
I would not care to carrv the responsibili
which attaches to the Government because
of the existing unemploymont.  The hon.
member for Ipswich just now dilated wvpon
the expenditure incurved in tho opening up
of coslmines: he justified the waste that has
taken place in that direction.

Th> SgcrrTary vor Minks: I deny that
there has been any waste. Every coalmine
we are working shows a profit to-day, and we
are selling coal at a cheaper rate than any
other colliery proprietor in the world.

Mr. G. I, BARNES: The Government arve
developing mines and they cannot find a
n=rket for the coal.

The SECRETARY FOR JMIX
going to take all your
lyving down.

Mr. G. P.

: We are not
misrepresentatron

BARNES: The Government
have to justify their exist-nce as conductors
of enterprise before they can posc as a high
authority in the way in which the Minister
is deing now. That kind of bluff is not going
to take with the country. It is audacity to
say ther are not going to take lying down th2
charges made against them in regard to their
maledministration.  While they may have
given employment for the time Dbeing, the
reaction has come.

The SecrETaRY FOR MINES: You stated that
wa had wasted money in coalmines; and the
Stat> coalmines are working at a profit.

Mpe. &, P, BARNES: What about Warra?
Did the Government not expend £48,000 on
that mine? By their mismanagement of the
financ#s the Government have brought about
such a condition that ther have to pay a
higher rate of interest for the money they
borrow than otherwise would have been the
case. One thing which will bring about
employment is the cheapening of money.
Let money becom» cheaper, and we shall see
a great deal of it being expended in various
directions. The yecars of greatest activity,
development, and success weorn thore when
money was chtainable at an intcrest rate of
5 per cent. The issuing of Govevnment bonds
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s made money dear. when otherwise it
would have becn exceedingly cheaper.

(The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.)

Mr. RIORDAN (Burie): 1 thivk I have
a few minutes left of my time. The bon.
member for Warwick elaims to have great
smpathy for the unemplored and for the
working class.  Ile says that the capitalists
who have money to invest do not want to
nut it into glass cases, We all realise that
they do not put it into glass cases unless they
are pretty sure of getting a good return from
those cases. Take the hon. member’s own
firm.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
By a perusal of tho records I find that the
kon. member has already occupied his full
time. (Laughter.)

Mr. PAYNE (Mitehell): Tt is difficult to
understand the logic of members of the
Upposition on this particular question. Some
of them have told the Government they
spant teo much moner in giving doles to the
workers; others say that, when the unem-
plored do gét work, they are so weak that
iur rome weoks they ave unable to do a fair
day’s work. If, on the rations which the
Government find them, thor arc so weak, it
i- evident to anry man of common sense that
they are not getting sufficient to eat.

At 2.35 p.m.,

The Chairman resaned the chair.

Mr. PAYNE: The hon. member for War-
wick, with crocodile tears, went so far as to
~ay that his heart bled when members of the
unemployed came to him and he could not
find them employment. I charge the hon.
member for Warwick and the party to which
he Dbelongs with being wholly and solely
responsible for any man being unemplicyed
in the State. (Opposition dissent.) If the
Nationalist party had not interfered with the
Liovernment policy by sending a delegation
to London to prevent the Government getting
the money that jt was arranged with the
Labour party they should get, there would
not have besn one unemployed man in Queens-
land. The Nationalist party say they had
nothing to do with it. Vet the leader of the
party said that if there had been no legisla-
tion there would have been o delegation,
What deors that mean?

Mr. MAXWELL: Repudiation.

Mr. PAYNE: I want the leader of the
Opposition to take special notice of this: If
it were possible to allow no man to vote
oxcept the man who is settled on the land
in the grazing industry in the Mitchell
electorate, I would be willing to submit my-
self for election to those people. and I claim
that I would win with a majority of two
to onc. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Vowies: You will not get a walk-
over the next time,

Mr. PAYNE: T know what I am saying.
Three-fourths of the grazing selectors never
had any objection to what is called the
* Repudiation Act”; it was only ths great
hig fellow who objected. The legitimate
settler says that we did the right thing. These
men  who are always howling about our
legislation are at the back of the great big
financial companies. Anyonc with an ounce
of common sense must realise that they are
backing up the great big financial concerns,
and not the legitimate settler on the land.
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(The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.)

How, J. G. APPEL (Albert): I do not
think that any member of this Committee
objects to relief being given in genuine cases.
This has always been the policy of every
Administration which has administered the
government of the State. My experience has
always been that hon. members on both sides
ave agreed that rclief should be given in
genuine cases. 1 do not think that hon, mem-
bers on this side have raised any cbjection to
sach relief being afferded to the suffering
members of the community. In discussing this
matter we have sought to arvive at a reason
for tha unemployment which exists to-day.
it is the custom of hon. members opposite
immediately to raise that parrot cry, “ You
want low wages.” I have never cavilled at
the rate of wages, whatever they w
am of the opinion that the employe
labour, who arc certainly sitting on this side
of the House, have never cavilled at the
rate of wages that the Arbitration Court has
laid down.

Mr, Hartimy: They arve always cavilling.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have heard that,
when any hon., members opposite have had
any work to be done for themselves, ghey
have invariably objected to the rates of
wages demanded and which they have had to
pay. I think it is a case of the cuttle-fish
trring to becloud the issue.

Mr. Hamrmiey: About £10,000 a vear is
spent by the employers to fight arbitration
cases,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am not a large
omployer of labour, but I employ some
labour, and I have never objected to the
rates of wages to be paid, and I have
received full value for such wages. This is
not a question of what the Arbitration Court
says must be the wages, but it is a question
of the cause of the unemplorment that exists.
If rou tap the source of a stream, as this
Administration have tapped the source of
supplies, then it naturally follows that there
cannot be that expansion in our industries
and general development which affords
employment. If you take away the ability
of those in the habit of employing labour
and thus prevent their spending capital on
such employment, you will have unemploy-
ment. Hvery member of the community who
Jooks at the matter in a dispassionate wav
must realise that many percons who were in
the habit of furnishing the means of employ-
ment. are now unable to do so, and persons
who were able to find employment hitherto
arc now unable to do so. Take the question
of building houses for letting purposes in our
large centres of population. To-day it is
not a payable proposition. I think it is
admitted that where a certain amount of
capital is expended it should yield a sufficient
return on the investment. The State should
also receive a certain return for the capital
which it invests. The amount to be returned
could be limited by law. T do not believe
that excessive returns should be permitted.
To-day, owing to the excessive cost of tim-
ber, 1t is impossible to erect thos: small
dwellings which hitherto were erected in our
large centres of population at such a cost as
would furnish just returns for the capital
so invested. What is the cause of the
increase in the price of timber? Kvery mem-
ber of the community knows that the increase
is due to the action of the Government in

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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: what iz called a
timber. The Government are the largest
owners of timber In Queensland, and by
increasing the “stumpage”™ they have
ed the cost of timber, and now it !
sible profitably to erect homes, and
men who were previously employed in con-

1ection with such work throughout the State
are now out of work. I charge the Govern-
ment with being directly responsible for the
increase in the cost of t]mb“r, which has
caused the cessation of investment of the
large amount of money which was previously
invested in the construction of dwellings and
which enabled tradesmen to obtain employ-
ment. We cannot shut our eyes to the cause
of unemployment, nor can we shut out eyes
to the effect.

The SrcrerTsry For MiNes: We will reply
to that when we discuss the Estimates of
the Department of Public Lands.

Tox. J. G. APPEL: The discussion on
this HEstimate has been generally as to the
cazuse of unemployment. It has been stated
that buildings are being constructed in Bris-
kane. Who are constructing them? The big
companies. Are the smaller retailers con-
structing new business premises?

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Yes.

Hox. J. G APPEL: They ave not
iTundreds have been zhut cut because the
State has gone i for trading. Conse
auently a large number of men who were
employed by These small traders have been
thrown unon the unemployed market. Did
not hon. members obposite when they were
in opposition urge upon the people that
under the Government then in power a con-
siderable number of men were unemployed,

‘stumpage’ on

and that, if there was only onc member
of the communi mployed, that was
ridence of faulty "mamlal administration?

And did they notv urge the peonle to return
them in a majority? It is useless to say
that the whole of the unemplovment has
been caused by the war. We all know that
during the war there was a phenomenal
amount of employment provided, and that
was caused because of the quantity of
material required by Great Britain and her

allies, During that time the prescnt Govern-
ment were sapping those who were engaged
in private industries. They were taking

should have been and
would have been legitimuatelv employed in
the expansion of our different industries, and
to-day the result is unemplozment. You can-
not expest anything else,

The Secrersry rFor Pustic INsTRUCTION:
I= the position not the same in New South
Wales and elsewhere?

How. J. G. APPLL: Of cour:e it is, under
a Labour Administration. The Labour
Administration of New South Wales was
e ~‘)Od'=1b1(’ for the position there, but the
clecturs of New South Wales only suffered
for a little over two vears, whereas we have
snffered for over seven years, and conse-
quently our condition 1'~ considerably worse
th an the condition of N South Wales, It
does not matter \\hm‘ vou bave a Labour
Administration, you find they make an
unholy muddle of the finances. We find that
these gentlemenn, who profess to know so
much about financo—I admt that they were
very excellent crities when they sat in oppo-
sition—no  =ooner get possession of the
"11ea<‘1uy benches than faulty administration
ccmmences. You have only to look at the

[Hon J.G. Appel.
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finaneial condition of the State, at the
financial condition ¢f the community gene-
raliy as evidenced by the amount of unem-
ployment cxisting to-day, for preof of that
statem \1t \Vh} the whole heart has been
taken out of the community. All the Govern-
ment have done has beea to build up large
monepolistic eoncerns; =all the big trading
concerns are increasing their premises at
the expense of the smaller men,

whom the
!
Government have closed up by thoir adminis-

tration and by their excessive taxation. It is
useless to say that the war has brought
about the Dresent condition. We Lknow that

the smaller trading concerns have had to ('Iosu
down as a result of the adnsinis tm'*on of the
preseut Government. That applies whor-
ever you go throughcut the length and
breadth of the Statc.

Reference has heen made to the State
mining enterprises. It has been urged, and
I quite agres with what has been said, that,
had the State not entered into these enter-
prises, which have resulted in a terrible 10<s
to the State, a large amount of meney would
have been available for the purposs of
carrying ou! legitimate works which would
have afforded a large amount of employment
to those who to-day are unable to find
cmployment.

The SECRETARY For MIN Do you say we
should not have kept Chillagoe going?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Administration
of which I was a member woul}l not touch

Chillagoe.  Over snd over agaln we were
urged to acquire that propesition, and we
tpreed it resolutely down, and my reazon

for oppesing the proposition was this: I
id that the Labour porty would have
just cause to criticise us if we "fqu‘red a
concern which had proved an zbsolutely
uvnpayable propositicn.  But no sconer did
the present  Administration obtsin power
than that which we held wa« an absclutely
unprofitable propositien for the State was
acquired, What has keen the result? It has
not been a parable proposition, nor will it
ever be a psyable pro tion, and the
Lirister knows that quite well.
The Syererary FOrR ATINES: It will be.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Staic stands to
lose a 111‘% amount of money in connection
with that mafter. Does the Minister urge
that the acquirement of cattle stations has
been of profit to the State? Had that money
beon invested in the construction of new
schools and in additions to S srhools
which are unfit for occupation at the present
time——

The SECRETARY ¥OR Mives: We have spent
more money on State schools than you did.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Yes, because It costs
vou as much money, owing to the present
hmh price of timber olought about bv vour
(mv rnment, to build one State schocol as
it cost us to build three State schools. The
present Government may have spent more
money on State schools, but they have not
built as many new schools as we did.  If
the large amount of monav which has heen
wasted in the acquirement of State stations
had becn expended in the construeti
new schools and in additions to e
schools, it would have afforded a
amount. of employment for penters
other tradesmen.

The SecrrTaARY TorR Mives: Tdo you say
that the State schools are unfit for occupa-
tion?




Supply.

How. J. G. APFEL: The hon, geutleman
that all over Quecusiand there are

schools which should bave been reno-

vated five years ago, aund every vear the
cominittecs are uconing the notification
“ TFurds_ave not aveailable.”” Why are they

not available?  Beecsuse of the purchase of
these rotten State enterprises.

The SECRETARY ron AGRIC‘LLH,’RK: That was

o goed old phrase in your time—* Funds
are not = zulable.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: There i good evi-
dence as to the funds we expe nded but
to-day you cannot sec thab new schools have
been built, though you can sece evidence

of sehools that are unfit for ocuxpat,o* Go
into any I“ctordt@ even into electorstes
represented by hon. members sitti g on the
GO“QI)}L]CI}‘ benches, and the same thing
prevails.  Why? For the simple reason
that money has been ummmor]J diserted
from its legitimate use and has been e
perdest in fhose propcsitions which to-day
are involving the State in a very Iarge loss.
Can one wonder ab

; the lavge amount of
1,11‘_mnpioymont? The Mini: t"r krows as well
as I do that this is the ause of unem-
ployment. Of course, he i: in a difficult
position, and he has my sy mpathy.  When
he was speaking this norning evers hon.

mesabar on this side of the Lhawbm could
sce the difficulty under which he labaurad,
becaus» he knows in his heart that the posi-
tion is as I have stated it.

The SrcrETsARY TFor Mixes: I
as home when I was speaking,
word I uttered was quite sincere,

Hown. J. G. APPEL:
if such were the case, T am sorry to say.
It was a very laboured cffmt on the part
of the hon. gond ceman, and, if he had been
a listener instead of the speaker he would
have judged, as I did. that he was not
speaking from his heart. I do ot care to
get up and criticise the Gevernment. I
would plefor to stand up here and say that
I had to commend them for the action they
had taken in finding employment,

was quite
and every

t did not look as

The SECRETARY FOR MiNes: Whr don’t
vou upr\’md us for the diminishing sumber
of unc:apleyed?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman
mentioned 4hat the Administration were
straining their humanity, and of course, if
you strain vour humanity a“d reduce the
number that you are isting naturally,

according to the official ‘iﬂure the number
of unemployed will be deereasing. I you
strain your humani 5y you are not
going to afford relicf to this man aud that
man, and then say the number of unem-
ployed is decreasing, that is a very specious
argument ; nev ertholess it does not affect the
numbor of unemployed. I am not going to

ay that, when a man can get employment
ard refuses to aceept such omp’o"‘v*ont, he
should be afforded relicf. Relief should be
given only to those who cannot find work, or
for whom it is impossible to find work.
I do not say that it is the duty of the
Government to find work for every man
who is unemployed, but the Government
should so administer the affairs of the
State as to give cncouragement to those
who have hitherto assisted in the develop-
ment of Queensland.

The parrot cry of ¢ the delcgation ™ is one
which I can assure the hon. gentleman is

i
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falling very flat with the electors of the State.

t{on. members opposite should examine
their own action, and reduce it
[3 p.rmi.] to the personal cquation. If
hon. members opvosite  acted

had borrowed

owards a man from whom they
money and from whom they dezived further
sdvanees, in the same was as they acted
as a Government, they would not require a
delegation to persuade such person 1ot to
give thom any further credit. The Govern-
ment regarded as a mcere scrap of paper the
agreoment which they had made with the
pastoral tenants of the Crown. T am not
saying the pastoral tenants paid a sufficient
rent, but if you muko an agrecient you
have to stand by it. The Gmoxnment re-
pudiated the agreement, and gave the State
a bad name in the money market of Great
Britain; and ther cannot complain if those
from whom they sought to obtain further
advances refused to make those advances.
The Government say the dclegation was
responsible for it.  If the financiers of Great
Dritain had considered the business to be
good, the delegation would not have blocked
1. The late Sir Robert Philp and those
who were with him could not have influenced
the financicrs of Great Britain. Thoe state-
ment of hon. members opposite is farcical,
and it shows cither that the Government
and their supporters who made that state-
ment consider that the electors are fools,
or ther are focls themselves to make it.
If the Government had acted honestly, as
m:en conducting the affairs of a great State
like Queensland should do, they could have
obtained all the money they required from
the financiers of Great Britain; but by acting
in the way they have done they have met the
fate which a private individual would meet
with if he dishonoured an agreement he
made. Hence the unemployment in Queens-
land to-day. Hon. members opposite, judg-
ing from the discussions which have taken
plavn in their party meetings in connection
with this mattor Know that it is ow ing to
this that there is so much unemployment in
Queensland to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
know anything of the kind.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The parrot cry of
hon. members opposite that we on this side
desire low wagoes is something which they
d> not believe themselves. There is not one
member on this side who objects to pay
tha wages awarded by the Arbitration
Court. 1 notice that officers of the depart-
ments were instructed by the Government
to appear and oppose the giving of increases
by the Arbitration Court to public servants.
Ion. members opposite now try to lead the
people to believe that they have never done
that. They accuse hou. members on this
side of 1"educmg wages when they have done
the same thing themselves; they have applied
to the Arbitration Court for a reduction of
wages of the public servants, and have sct a
shocking example. If you stop the source
of supply, as the present Government have
done, the inevitable result is the stoppage of
enterprise and the consequent unemployment
which exists to-day.

Question put and passed.

We do net

POLICE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“That £426,847 Dbe granted for

¢ Police.” ”

Houn., A. J. Jones.}
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Hon. members will notice a decrease in this
vote of £14.463. 1 am pleased to note that
while this Government have been in power
there has becn a reduction in the number of
people brought before the courts and in
the number of convictions. (Opposition
laughter.) We know that a well-governed
countly is due to the policy of the Govern-

ment. - Unemploymen{ causes an increase in
crime and wrong-doing and breaches of the
law, blt in a well-governed country crimes

will be minimised. While we have been in
office there has been a decided reduction in
crime and in the number of convictions.

Mr. Vowres: Don’t you think that is a
tribute to the police?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T think
it is a tribute to the police for the excellent
work they do and to our Government. The
number of persons in gaols and the amount
of crime committed are not indicative of
good government; therefore, I am very

pleased to mention the decrease in crime.
Mr. Kive: We have not got the PPolice
Report yet.

Mr. FORDIE (Rockhampton) (who was
received With Opposition cries of ¢ More
stonewalling” and laughter) said: No. This

is a very important vote, and one in which
every member should take a keen intercst.

Mr. Braxp: You have promised a lot of
them promotion, have you not?

Mr. FORDE: I do not know where the
hon. member gets his information from., 1

have no: the power to assure any member of
the Police Force of promotion, but 1 wonld
never stand in the way of any deserving
member of the force getting promotion. 1
know a good number of men who deserve
promotion, and if by my telling the Commis-
sioner or IHome Sccrctary of their good
cualities they will get promotion, then 1
will do it; but I do not ask that any man

should get what he does not well merit.
Those 1 recommend for promotion are
deserving of it. The Police Force is one

of the mox’r important branches of the public
service, and there is no branch in the public
service which deserves greater and more
generous consideration from the Government.
The members of the Police Force have been
comparatively well treated by this Govern-
ment—~much better and more generously than
ther were treated by previous Governments,
Members of the force are not getting any more
than they are justly entitled to. The dutics
of the policemen are onerous and multi-
farious, and we know that their duties bri
them 111‘(0 disagreeable situations at times,
The policeman is cxpected to face all kinds
of dangers to do his duty and to protect the
citizens of this community. We know that the
Government cndeavours to proteet members
of the Polic: Force. They are deserving of
that protection because their duties st times

are of a distasteful nature, but they are
always carried out in a manner that is
satisfactory to the people. Before this

Government came into power the life” of a
policeman was not at all a free one. He did
not enjoy the rights of citizenship. They
were denied him by previous Governments,
as some hon. members opposite know, as
they were sitting behind past Governments.
notably the present leader of the Opposition.
Now the conditions have changed, and mem-
bers of the Police Force are getting better
treatment. The Government allowed the

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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police to form a usion. We were told by
certain hon. members opposite that, if we
allowed the members of the Police Force
to form a union, discipline would he broken
down. That has not been the experience.
We find to-day that the discipline in the
Police Force 1s as good as ecver it was.
Previows Governments denied the members
of the Police Force the right to vote and to
form a union. Until this Government came
into power the police could not form a union
which both cmployers and employees formed.
Speaking in this Fouse in 1916, the hon.
me mb91 for W arw ick, according to page 2394
of ** Hansard,” said—

“ There should be no attempt at affilia-

tion with any other union. If they
wanted their land cursed, let them
affiliate with other uniomns.”

Further on he said—
“ He hoped the Home Secretary would

use his best efforts to keep the Police
Force clear of any other unions in the
State.”

Unions were formed to safcguard the rights
of the workers in the copper mines. in the
mr\a’mmks and in the shearing- shods, and
why should one al¢o not he formed in con-
nection with the Police Force? Whr should
rot the members of the Police Foree have
the same nght to protect their Interests as
the Employers’ Federation? “hv qhovld
they not have the same right as the Lawyoers’
Union ?

Mr.

Mr. FORDE : There is,
close preserve, too,

Mr. King: There is no Barristers’ Union,
and there is no Lawyers’ Union. You do
ot know what you ave talking about.

Mr. FORDE: The hon. member
champion of the Lawycrs’ Union.

Ir. Kixg: The only thing required in
(’onne(‘f on with lawyers is brains,

My, FORDE: The present Government
allowed the police the right to form a union
which they were denied by previous
Governments.

Hon. J. G.
it.

Mr. FORDE: They did, but they were
told that it was no use plesqnv it.  They
knew they had the ““sack” staring them
in the ffue if they asked for permission to
form a union. The hon. member for Burnett,
in a speech he delivered in this Chamber,
tried to prevent the police from getting their
Superannuation Bill. The Bill provided for
pensions for the Police Force, and the hon.
member for Burnctt moved that the Bill be
passed three weeks later than the date pro-
poesed for its passage. Then, speaking on the
Industrial Arbitration Bill in the scision of
1915-1916, as will be seen on page 868 of
¢ Hansard,” the hon. member for Burnett
satd—

“I am particularly sorry to see the
police included in this Bill.,”

Kixe: There is no Lawyers’ Union.

and it is a pretfy

Is 2

ArpeL © Thev never asked for

Of course, he did not want to sce them
included. He did not want them to have the
same rights as any member of an industrial
union, This Government allowed the nolice
to have access to the Arbitration Court
where they could apply for an increase of
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wages if they so desired. Ther were denied
that right by previous Governments. Vet
the hon. member for Burnett said he was
particularly sorry to see the police included
i the Industrial Avbitration Bill. What
would have happened if the police had not
been included? They would not have had
the right to ge to the Arbitration Court and
get the increments which the Government
are now paying to them, and which incre-
ments were dented by previous Governments,

Mr.

) Braxn: You are making an clec
tioneeving specch.
Mr. FORDE: I have a statcment here

showing the respective wages paid to the
Police Force in the years 1914-15 as com-
pared with 1921-22—

!
1914-15.

1 1921-22,

} Per day. . Per dav.

i s.d. i s d

100

g 1[ i3 5

Lonstables .. .. .. [ (‘) 0 ﬁ ﬁ 1%

L9 6 1 1411

15 5

o L 151t

Acting Sergeants .. .. 10 4 16 11

Bergeants .. .. .. 1103 17 11

Senior Sergeants .. .. 12 6 i8 11
Detectives.

16 5

TELEE

Constables .. . EXA

stables L 12 0 < 17 11

| 18 5

o {1811

:}ctmg Sergeants .. .. 13 0 19 11

Sergeants .. .. .. 14 0 20 11

Senior Sergeants .. .. 15 0 21 11

That is not all. The conditions of the mem-
bers of the Police Force have been greatly
improved under the present Government.
Under the Denham Government, all the
police were deprived of their autematic
increases.  They were told that no incre-
ments were to be given to them during the
first few months of the war, notwithstanding
the fact that at that time they werc grossly
underpaid by the Conservative Government.
Sincc the present Government have come
into office we find that increases have been
granted to the Police Foree to the extent of
£140,000 in excess of what they received in
1914-15. Furthermore, their wbrking hour:
have been lesscned. They now have an
eight-hour working day. They have time off
in lieu of overtime, and a fortnightly rest
day. They received twenty-eight days’ annnual
leave and three months’ leave on full pay
for ordinary illness. They have received the
right to six months full pay for injuries
received on duty, an increasc in travelling
and sustenance allowances, an increase of
100 per cent. in rent allowance, an increase
in clerical allowance, an increase in plain
clothes allowance, and they have also
received first class boat and Trailway fares.
Hon. members opposite thought it was good
enough for them to travel sccond class.

Hon. J. G. Apper: That
I approved of first class fares.
“Mr. FORDE: It was not a general conces-
sion: but it is a very good thing the hon.
gentleman did give it in some cases. How-
ever, it was denied by Tory Governments

1922—4 n

is not correct.
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in the past, and it is now given to the
police all round, irrespective of rank, by a
Labour Government. To-day they get six
months’ long-service leave, an incrsase of
100 per cent. in the allowance for work done
outside ordinary duty, time off for drill
instruction or parade, and a more regular
uniform supply, and—what is more important
than all—the right te¢ form a union and go
to the Arbitration Court and fight for their
rights. I think that, in the concessions which
have been given, the Government have not
done more than they should. They have
done somethine for the police to which they
are justly entitled.

The expenditure on the Police Department
has been increasing, but one caunct improve
the conditions of the members of the force
without additional expenditure. In 1914-15
the vote was £269,953, whilst in 192122 it
was £441,310. DBut the extra exponditure is
justified in giving the members of the force
better working conditions, better living con-
ditions, and a greater degree of freedom.
The total sum expended in increasing their
salaries and wages alone amounts to £140,000,
as against an increase of £53.000 during the
last six years of the Tory Government.

Then the present Government passed an
Act which is amongst the finest Acts ever
passed for the betterment of the conditions
of the Police Force. I refer to the Police
Acts Amendment Act, with its generous pen-
sion scheme, which has met with the approval
of the police right throughout the State.
The men have mnot been slow to recognise
the merits of that Act and speak with no
uncertain voice in praise of the humane
action of the Government In putting it on
the statute-book. It provides that the widow
and children of a deceased policeman will
now get a pension. Previously there was no
such provision. The widow will get £60 per
annum_ for herself and £13 per annum for
each child, and, in addition. if the police-
man has not taken long-serviee leave, six
months' full pay. Seeing that the members
of the Police Force have a very precarious
cccupation, endangering their lives on many
occasions during the week, surely it is only
right that secme such Act should be put on
the statute-book giving them pensions—not
in the form of a dole, but as a right, and
providing for the widow and little children
who may be left in the event of the death of
the breadwinner. I have mentioned that
the members of the force appreciate that
measure. This is what Mr. Talty, the scere-
tary of the Police Union, said after the
Police Acts Amendment Act had been placed
on the statute-book—

“ Nothwithstanding the predictions of
the doubting Thomases in their midst,
the police had won something
which stood as the greatest concession
granted by a Government whose sympathy
for the down-trodden could mnot be
doubted.”

And Mr. Coman, another member of the
union, said—

“ The police should be for ever grate-
ful to thes present Government for
this very humane pilece of legisla-
tion, which specially provided for widows
and orphans and gave the satisfaction
to every policeman that, when he ‘shuffled
off this mortal coil,” his widow would not
have to depend on the washtub or the
scrubbing brush to earn a livelihood.”

Mr. Forde.]
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That is not what an hon. member on this
side or a Labour newspaper said; it is the
expression  of prominent members of the
union, which is not slow to rccognise that
the Government have done more to assist
them than any previous Government. Hon.
members opposite have endeavoured to detract
from what the Government have done to
assist the force and the public service gener-
ally, and it is well known that someone
should give the praise that is due to a branch
of the service which is doing good work. The
Police Force are doing excellent work, and I
am glad that the Government have treated
them in a generous and sympathetic manner.
I sincerely hope that that treatment will be
continued.,

I am very pleased to learn from the depart-
ment that the horse-breeding station at Re-
wan is doing good work under the guidance
of Inspector Campbell, a very fine officer of
the departinent. The station has been cstab-
lished for some time, and is showing a credit
balance of, approximately, £16,000, if I
remember rightly. I am also pleased to learn
that they are breeding horses of a suitable
kind for the police throughout Queensiand.
I am pleused that the Home Sceretary and
the Commissioner have recognised the good
work of the officer in charge and promoted
him.

I ask the Home Sceretary, as one who has
travelled throughout the country districts,
particularly during the last twelve months,
to continue to give gencrous consideration for
the policeman, because in the multifarious
and arduous duties which develve upon him
he is carrying out a very useful work in the
community and is deserving of that humani-
tarian treatment which is characteristic of
Labour Governments.

Hox, J. G. APPEL (4A7bert): Queensland
can congratulate itself upon the very excel-
lent Police Force which we possess. From
the Commissioner to the junior constable
I think they can be regavded as a body of
men who are carrying cut their onerous and
various «uties with cfficiency. and to the
benefit of the individuals as well as the com-
munity collectively. Speaking personally, T
never had any objection to the formation of
a union by the police. .

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : A lot of persons
had objections to their having a vote,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Possibly, but they
had a vote before T came into office.

The SuCcRETARY 7OR MixEs: The
party gave it to them

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Labour party
did not. If the hon. member wants to know
what the Labour party did under the Labour-
Morgan regime, T will tell him that they did
not give the police uniforms, and the condi-
tion of the police then was a disgrace to
any Government or community. I had not
intended to go back to that pericd; but, as
the hon. member claims to bs a member of
the only Administration who have ever
effected anything for the benefit of the force,
it is just as well that the public should
know otherwise.

The Minister spoke about erime having
been at a minimum under the present Admin-
istration. I am glad to hear it. I know that
the members of the force do all in their power
to minimise it. If this Administration are

honest in their desire to assist the
[3.30 p.m.] force, why do they not accede
to the urgent requests made from

(Mr. Forde.

Labour
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time to time by the Commissioner to increase
its numbers?  We, in country districts, come
more in contact with members of the force
than do those who dwell in the cities.

The SECRETARY FOrR MINES: For
reason ?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: For the reason that
they are of the greatest assistance to those
who reside in the country; they act as
advisers to scttlers and others. We rcalise
that there are many districts in which police
are urgently required, but the present Ad-
ministration, with all their lip service, are
not prepared to provide the necessary funds
to cnable the number t¢ be increased, and
the consequence is that the members of the
force arce overworked. The hon, member for
Rockhampton detailed the benefits which
had been conferred upon the police force
by the present Administration. If the pre-
vious Administration had received the same
amount of revenue as has becn reccived by
this Administration, the police force would
have had a very much better deal than they
have had. The hon. member for Rock-
hampton spoke with an air of pride of the
amount of salary which was being paid te
members of the force  Does he consider
that it is adequate? T contend that the in-
crease to the Police Foree should have been
greater, taking into consideration the in-
creases which it was found necessary to
give to other branches of the service by
reason of the rise in the cost of living. I
would have felt ashamed to mention such a
small increase as has been given, consider-
ing the amount of revenue which this Ad-
ministration have handled. When members
who are now on the Government side were
sitting in Opposition they invariably referred
to the number of offices which members of
the Police Foreo had to fill. I have not heard
it stated that that number has been reduced.
Hon. members opposite claim that the work
in all the departments has increased to 2
large extent; consequently the amount of
extrancous work which is being carried out
by members of the Policc Force must have
increased in proportion; yet they claim
credit for the small increase which has
been given to the members of the force,
who have had greater responsibilities thrown
upon them.

what

I sometimes hear members of the Labour
party claim as theirs acts which I _took
some pride in being associated with. When
1 heard the hon. member for Rockhampton
speak of the Rewan breeding station, I
narvelled. The whole thing was really the
inspiration of the late Hon. J. T. Bell, and
was carried into effect by myself.

Mr. ForpE: I said good work was being
done there.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The horse-breeding
station was cstablished by the bad Tory
Administration, who gave to members of the
TPolice Force the uniforms which were refused
by the Morgan-Kidston Labour Administra-
tion, who kept the men on the most miserable
wage. Hon. members opposite talk of low
wages. Let them consider the miserabls
inadequate wage which was paid by the
Labour Administration, who at that time
had very large surpluses. Hon. members
come here and endeavour to deceive the
public—they cannot deceive the police, be-
cause the police know otherwise—by saying,
“ Look what we have done for the Police
Force.”” They do not tell hon. members and
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the clectors outside what they did pot do.
They would not have done what they have
done had they not been forced to do it. I
was absolutely shocked when I went to the
tlome Department, following a Labour
Administration who had a la1gg majority and
overflowing surpluses, and saw the scandal-
ous conditions which they had meted out fo
the Police Force. From that time on, so far
as lay in my power, I endeavoured to
improve the conditions. 1 can confidently
leave it to the members of the Police Force
to-day to say whether the amount of improve-

nent in their condition under my adminis-
tration was not greater than the amount of
improvement which has been cffected by the
present Government, who claim to have done
so much,

People in the country districts realise the
infinite benefit which the police station is to
the settlers. The police invariably are men
qualified in every way for the position they
occupy; they give advice in the most varied
circumstances. It is a pledsure for us to see
the “man in khaki’ or ¢ blue” coming
along to our selections and homesteads,
because we know that he is coming there as
a friend to assist us. Will the Minister deny
that the Commissioner has pointed out to
him the absolute necessity of increasing the
number of members of the force, to enable
them to cope with the conditions which exist
11 Queensland to-day?

Why should the members of the Police
Force be overworked in the way they are
being overworked? The Government talk
about having given the police an eight-hour
day. Why, the police sometimes have to
work twenty-four hours a day because ade-
quate assistance is not given to them. At
some police stations where there should be
a sergeant in control of thres men he has
only one man to assist him, and these two
men have to perform the work that should
properly be carried out by three or fou1 men.
Considering the enormous amount of revenu2
which has been received by this Administra-
tion, the police have not been properly dealt
with and have not received that remunera-
tion which is their due. The hon. member
for Rockhampton withdrew the statement
that it was the present Administration that
granted an increased night allowance and
first class accommodation for the police when

travelling. That was afforded by the Admin-
istration of which I was a member, and
rightly so. What have the present Admin-

istration done for the police? Thes did only
what they were compelled to do, and did it
very unwillingly. It was a lon(r time before
they would blmg forward a superannuation
scheme. They were forced to do it. HEvery-
thing that they have donc for the police
they have been forced to do. When the
police filed a plaint in the Arbitration Court,
the Governmernt opposed it, and endeavoured
to do everything to prevent them gaining
what was justly their due. If I had been
Home Secretary——

Myr. Corrixs: They would still be in the
same position.

Hox. J. G, APPEL: The police know
different. When I was a struggling member

of the profession, the best fricnds I had were
the mewmbers of the Police Force. I shall
never forget the friendship which they
extended to me. By way of gratitude for
what they hia done for me, I was only too
delighted, when opportunity offered, to repay
them for their friendship towards me, and
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for what they were doing for the individual

and colleotive members of the State. Thare
is nothing that this Administration can be
proud of in connoction with what they have

done for the police. The amount of remu-
neration the police ave receiving for their
multitudinous duties and for the responsi-
bilities which are placed upon them 1is not
adequate, and has not been increased in a
like manner with other members of the
public service.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zo0woombu):
suggested that the hon. member for Albert
was a member of the Morgan-Kidston
Administration. I think he was.

Hon. J. G. Apprr: I was not.

Mr. J. H. C. Rosears: What about the
case at Sandgate?

Mr. BRENNAN : That case is sub judice.
(Laughter.) If the lion. member for Albert
was not a member of that Administration,
he must know that it was that Administration
that extended the franchise to the Police
Force. Which is the more important—
extending the franchise or giving uniforms?
It was because of the fact that the police
were able to vote that they were able to
compel the Administration to grant them
uniforms. It was a Labour Government that
enabled them to do that. The hon. member
said the Morgan-Kidston Government was a
Labour Government. I, too, say that it was
a Labour Government. The Labour Govern-
ment gave the police a vote, and they were
able to force the hon. member for Albert to
give them uniforms; and, following on that,
the police have been able to form a union,
and that union, threugh its sccretary, has

cen in a position to demand better con-
ditions. The hon. member for Albert sald
that this Government had taken a long time
in bringing forward a police superannuation
scheme. The present llome Secretary was
responsible for the formation of the existing
police superannuation scheme,  When the
hon. member for Albert was Home Seeretary
he paid the Queensland Trustees 500
guineas for a suggested scheme which was
not accepted. .

It has been

Hon. J. G. Arrer: I prepared the basis of
the whole thing. I forgot to say that.
Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member had

not suflicient brains and ability to evolve a
scheme. e paid 500 guineas of the people’s
money for a schemec which was of no use.
Hon. J. G. Arrer: The hon. member shows
a lack of intellect.
Ir. BRENNAN:
put into operation.

Hon. members opposite have referred to
an incident at Sandgate. Had there been a
prosccution, two boys employed in banks,
another in the pubhc service, and another
in a confidential position would have lost
their positions.

Hon. J. G. ApprL:

them astray. Shame on him!

Mr. BRENNAN: They
hotel with me. I am not ashamed of being in
the hotel. I have scen almost every hon.
member opposite in hotels after hours. The
leader of the Opposition tells me that he
would not go into an hotel after hours. If
it was known every time he was in an hoiu!
after hours in Dalby he would not be in this
House. The hon, member for Albert talks
about being in hotels after hours. Go down

Mr. Brennan.]

The scheme was never

The hon. member led

were not in the
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to Southport and see what happens on Sun-
day down there after hours. If the hon.
member for Aubigny and the hon. member
for Murilla were put on the pillory cvery
time they were in an hotel after hours,
where would they be? We all know that it
is true that they all go into hotels after
hours.

My, J. H. C. ROBERTS:
hon. member’s.

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for
Pittsworth is afraid to have a drink because
it would go to his brain, and he i3 mad as it
is. If there had been a prosccution, those
poor boys would have been dismissed.

Mr. J. ¥, C. Roserts: The hon. merber
threatened to have the policeman sent to
Cloneurry if he put in a report. .

Mr. BRENNAN: That is in keeping with
all statement: made by the hon. member.
It is a <eliberate falsehood.

Mr., J. H. C. Roserts: The hon. member
did threaten that.

Mr. BRENNAN: You are a liar.

The CITAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that remark.

Mr. BRENNAN: I withdraw it. We all
know it is true. Under the Labour Admin-
istration the Police Force has been raised to
a very high standard. Different depart-
ments from time to time have not adminis-
tered Labour legislation in the way that it
should be administered. This Government
granted an appeal board to the police. The
present Commissioner at one time was doubt-
ful about ILabour legisiation, and he was
doubtful about the police having a union,
but to-day he is a solid Labour man.

The (‘ommissioner must be very careful in
the administration of his office to see that
the understrappers get a fair deal. I do
not stand for any person, no maitter how
high a position he may hold in the service,
unless he is prepared to sympathetically
administer his department. The Commis-
doner has not been sympathetic in the
administration of his department in some
respects.

Mr. Morcax: That is a brutal attsck.

Mr. J. . C. RoBgrts: That is a black-
guardly attack.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Ovder!

Mr. BRENNAN: A man who was forced
to resign his position in the Police Force,
rather than accept a transfer because he
would not be granted an inquiry—(interrup-
tion)——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! I
hope hon. members on my left will respect
my call to order. If hon. members have any-
thing to say in connection with the remarks
of the hon. member for Toowoomba, they
are at liberty to do so by speaking on the
vote.

Mr. BRENNAN: This officer was forced
to resign, and, after resigning, his papers
were sent to him, and, although he bore the
highost character and had the best creden-
tials in the force, the Commissioner refused
to fill in the space as to character. Ile put
a line through it. It will only rebound on
the Commissioner unless he is prepared to
play fair. The Ilome Secretary is not to
blame, because he naturally accepted the
advice of the principal cfficer.

Mr. Branp: This attack is made because
the Commissioner did not take your advice.

[Mr. Brennan.

t is a habit of the
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Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: Ife has “gone a

million.”” (Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN: As far as I am con-
corned, he will be “ gone a million ™ unless
he alters his tacties. (Interruption.) Al
other heads of departments who are uot

sympathetic towards the Labour Adminisira-
tion are equally to blame. We as a Govern-
ment are doing the best we can for the
people and for the workers, and the least we
can expect is that the heads of departments
will sympathetically administer their depart-
ments,

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The Minister in
charge of this vote took great credit in his
opening remarks because the number of
convictions uhder the present Government
was less than had been the case in the past.
If the rame state of affairs is going on in
other departments that we recently noticed
in the Press, where a person who should
have been brought before the court and con-
victed was, through parliamentary inter-
ference, given a privilege that other people
cannot get, is it any wonder that there is a
falling off in the number of convietions? I
think this is the first cecasion on which a
member of this House has taken advantage
of the privilege oxtended here to make a
personal attack on any member of the public
service. It is in keeping with the hon. mem-
ber’s usual methods, and he would not do it
outside, and I say no man should do it
under the privileges of this flouse.

Orrosition MewmBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE (Aubigry): When raids are
made on “two-up ” schools and you have a
man giving a false name, as was the case the
other day, when a man gave his name as
“ Walter H. Barnes,” the police would be
perfectly justified in retaining that man and
making him prove his identitv before allow-
ing it to appear in all the papers of Queens-
land that a man giving that name was
arrested in a ‘two-up ’’ school. It may be
very humorous from one point of view, bub
T do not think it a fair thing that the name
should be allowed to appecar in the Press
when it is obviously a false name. .

Mr. Dasa: Have you any evidence that it
was a false name?

Mr. MOORE: It is so improbable that it
i3 worth investigating.

Mr. Courxs: There are vlenty of
“ Walter H. Barneses ” in Queensland.

Mr. MOORE: It is all very well to get
out of it like that, but let a man give the
name of * Charles Collins,” and it would be
a different tale altogether. We had the hon.
member for Rockhampton getting up in this
Chamber and saving he never recommended
an officer for promotion unless it was
deserved. What right has the hon. member
for Rockhampton to recommend any man for
promotion? It is the duty of the Commis-
sioner of Police to do the recommending. I
do not suppose that even the Home Depart-
ment would take upon itself to recommend a
man for promotion, and yet we have the hon.
member for Rockhampton saying he would
1wt recommend a man for promotion unless
he deserved it. The Commissioner of Police
iz supposed to have full authority over the
department, and he is the one to say whether
a man should be promoted or not.

Mr. Corrixs: Ask the hon. member for
Burnett how many he recommended for pro-
motion when he was sitting behind the
Government.
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Mr. MOORE: It dces not
made the recommendation.

Mr. W. Cooper : Did you cver recommend
man for promotion ?

Mr. MOORE: Never. Tt is an improper
thing for members of Parlinment to go to
the Commissioner and make recommenda-
tions.  We have the hon. member for Too-
woomba saying that he is going to sce that
the Commissioner carries out his dutjes in
sympathy with the Labour platform. That
15 intimidation,

Mr. Brenvan: I said T am going to see
that  the Commissioner sympatheticaliy
administers the laws. i

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for Too-
woomba said we must have a temperament-
ally fitted Commissioner of Police who must
carry out the laws in accordance with Labour
ideas. It has nothing to do with the Commis-
sioner of Police who puts the laws on the
statute-book. All he has to do is to see that
they are carried cut effectively, and, if we
are going to have the Department of Justice
interfering with the police when thev endes.
vour to do their duty, how is it possible for
the Commissioner to have an efficient Police
Forece? We have the Department of Justico
interfering when the police put in a report
and preventing a prosecution. '

matier who

&

The Secrrrany ror Mixes: T can assure
you that there is no interference with the
Commissioner in the execution of his dutr
and there will be none. o

TM}'. MOORE: I am very glad to hear the
Minister say that. I am only going on the
statements that have been made  to this
Committee and on the st:trments that have
appeared in the Press. I au very glad to
hear that the Minister i« going to stand up
and protect the Commissioner from unjusti-
fiable attacks.

Mr, Brexxan: They ars not unjustifiable.

Mr. MOORE: They are unjustifiable, The
Commissioner is a man who carrics out his
duties efficiently, and he should not be intim;.
dated by hon. members of this House, He
should be put in such a position that he need
not be afraid of any intimidation or inter-
fercuce in the discharge of his dutijes.

. I do not think that theve is a ereat doal
in all this contention about the r%a‘-*vellolls
inereases given to the police during the
regime of the Labour Government. Aftor
all, if we take into consideration the increased
cost of living, they have not received very
big increases. I do not thinlk they are any
better off than they were in 1914, ’

Mr., DasH: Why did you want to prevent
them from going to the Arbitration Court?

Mr. MOORE: T do not think they should
be alicwed to go to the _irhitration Court.
The Government should be in a position to
fix reasonable conditions for the police with-
ocut the necessity of going to the court. We
have the present Government compelling them
to go to the Arbitration Court, and then
appearing in the court to fight their own
servants.

A GoversMENT MEMBER: Do yvou want to
remove them from the operation of the court?
Mr., MOORE: We have never asked to
have them removed, but 1 never approved
of their going to the court. 1 think that
the Government should be capable of giving
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a fair deal to their own servants, without
their having to go to the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Forbe: The Denham Government
never gave them a fair deal.

Mr. MOORE: That a matter of
opinion; I think they did.+ T do not think
the police have anything to complain about
in regard to the conditions they are working

under to-day. They have arduous

[4 p.m.] and responsible work. especially

in the country districts, and they
deserve to be well treated. T think they are
a credit to the force they belong to, and
carry out their duties well. I do not want
to sec any political influence in connection
with the Police Force. If a policeman came
to me and asked me to assist him to get
promotion, I would have ncthing to do with
it. I look upon the Commissioner as the
man who is responsible for getting an
efficient PPolice Foree in Queensland, and I
stroigly object to anv political interference.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A, J. Jones, Padding?c:): The hon. member
for Albert, in his usual loud voice, condemns
the department, or a previous Administra-
tion, for not giving uniforms to the police.
I happened 1o be a supporter of the
Government which was known as the Labour-
Aorgan Administration.  On very many
occasions hon. members on this side have
pointed ouf that we, as a Labour party,
were reaponsible for the Workers® Compensa-
tion Act, and we have been told by hon.
members opposite that it was the Morgan
Government who passed it. and that the
Tabour party had nothing to dn with it
The hon. member for Albert adwmitted that
we  were sufficienily influential with the
Government to prevent the policemen {from
getting uniforms. That was a maftter for
the Administration as a whole: but I want
to  point out that the Labcour-Morgan
Government were responsible for giving the
police a vote, which thev prized more than
a paltry uniform. and it is due to the Tabour
party that the conditions of the Police Force
have been materially improved.

The hon. member for Albert mude sncther
statement which T desire to corvect.  Tle
stated that it was while he was Homn
tary that first class railway pas
granted to the Polier Forcee, and he contra-
dicted the hon. member for Rockhampton in
The hon. member for Albert
; anted first class pas in conneciton
with transfers to senior sergeants and those
above that rank. It was the Labour Govern-
ment which granted the police on transfer
first class passes from constables and their
wives and children upwards. It is just as
well for this correction to be made. While
hon. members on both sides have their indi-
vidual opinions on these matters, I think it
i+ quite sufficient for the Government to
know that the members of the Police Union
are satisfied with the work of the Govern-
ment in bettering the conditions of the force
gencrally, and have expressed their apprecia-
tion in no uncertain wav, I think that in
the Commissioner of Police we have a very
able cfficer: otherwise, the Government
would not have appointed him, as we look
for merit. He is a gentleman who, apart
from being Commissioner. is a good citizen.

I have known him for a number of year:, and
I think he is well worthy of the high
position he cccupies to-day.

Mr. BrEnNAN: Do you say he above

criticism ?

Hon. A. J. Jones.]



1150 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. I in the community. While I recognise that
rezognise that hon. members oun both sides  the department has done groat work, there
may criticize as much as they like ;wI am  ave one or two suggestions that I would
ex ng my individual opinion. When I like to make with a view to helping people

nember for Maryborough, the present
Commissioner occupied the position of
inspector for that district, and I always
found him very approachable and sympa-
thetic: and, when neccessary, firm in the
execution of his duties. Other members can
speak for themselves. The Commissioner
reccived his appointment on his merits from
this Government during the time I was a
member of the Cabinet, and I can stand up
for the appointment.
Question put and passed.

POLICE INVESTMENT BOARD.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon

A. J. Jones, Paddington): I beg to move
¢ That £40,000 be granted for ‘ Police
Tuvestment Board.””

Me, CORSER (Burnctt): I would like to
ask the Minister if, while salaries have been
reduced, the superannuation payments are
also reduced 5 per cent, ?

The SECRETARY ror Mines: No.

PRISONS.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg
to move—
“ That
¢ Prisons.””’
Hon. members will notice that there is a
reduction of £981 in the vote this year.
Question put and passed.

’:836,086 be

granted  for

REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
{0 move—
“That  £9,845  be
‘ Registrar-General.” ”
Hon. members will notice that there is a
decrease in the vote of £931.
Question put and passed.

1 beg

granted  for

STATE CHILDREX.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg
t0 move
¢ That £196,915 be granted for ‘ State
Children.” ”’

Hon. members will notice that there is a

decrease  in _this votn on the amount

appropriated last year of £6,600.

Mo FORDIE
Kirwan
OpPOSITION MEMBERS : Another stonewall?

My, FORDE: Hon. members opposite, for
some sinister reason, want to rush on to a
particular Estimate that concerns themselves,
but I am going to utilise my privileges in
this Chamber. I always address myself o
the Ilouse or to the Committce on any
matter which I consider of importance to
Queensland.  This enc is of great impor-
tance.  If hon. gentlemen opposite want to
rush on fo some other vote that concerns
themselves it does not matter to me. It docs
concern the people of Queensland that we
should discuss this question, and I am going
to discuss it, notwithstanding any point that
may be raised by hon. members opposite.
The vote for the State Children Depart-
ment is of great importance, because that
department is carrying on very useful work

[Hon. 4. J. Jones.

(Rockhampton) : Mr.

who arc benefiting as a vesult of the gener-
osity shown by the officials of that department.
The children of the State Children Denart-
ment will be the future men and women
of Queensland, and the Government should
treat them well. In Central Queensland
we have several institutions that are caring

for these children, in addition to the
thousands of foster mothers and mnatural
mothers who are getting assistunce from

this departmen. We have the St. Georgs's
Orphanage and the home that is being estab-
lished at Parkhurst, which were registered as
a result of representations made by the hon.
member for Fitzroy and myself. All these
homes are doing very good work. Then we
have the Neerkol Orphanage, an institution
which I had the opportunity of visiting
during the last six months and which I know
is carrying out very uscful work, There are
hundreds and hundreds of children being
cared for in this institution, which is getting
assigtance frowm the State Children Depart-
ment. On reading the inspector’s report, I
am pleased to know that the report is
favourable to this institution, and refers to
the progress which is being maintained there
and in other similar institutions in Central
Queensland.  The Director further says—

“ The State, however, is caring for
7.786 children in its own quict way, of
whom 300 are under two yecars of age,
and does everything for ibs children.
They receive all the advantages of edu-
cation granted by the State, and a num-
ber of them have secured scholarships
aand have attended or are attending
secondary schools. Several have passed
into the teaching profeision and others
into the State public service. The rail-
way service has several of our boys.
and one is the sccond officer in charge of
a country branch of a leading bank.”

I have to thank the State Children Depart-
ment for the way it dssists children who
have passed the State scholarship examina-
tion. It has been my privilege to come
across children which have reccived assist-

ance from the department while going
through their sccondaty course. I mighs

refor to one child who passed her junior
TUniversity examination and later her senior
University examination, and I hove that she
will be admitted to the Fducation Depart-
ment as a teacher. That child has shown
great promise, and the Director and Ilome
Secretary have both treated her generously.
The same consideration should be extended
to as many cases as possible, because these
children should have the same right in the
community as the sons and daughters of
wealthy people.  The number of children in
the care of the State Children Department
is on the increase, because the department
will not turn any child away. The report
states thap there were 7,766 State children
in Queensland on 31st December, 1821  Of this
number, 1,064 were boarded out with foster-
mothers and 4,879 with female relatives,
while 1,074 are inmates of institutions.
T think that there is a great opportunity
for wealthy people in the community to show
their benevolence towards State children.
There are many bright little youngsters in
the cars of the department, and, if they were
only given the opportunity, they would make
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their mark in the community. We know
there are many ladies of the wealthy class
who patronise poodle <ogs and pets of all
kinds and spend no end of inoney on them,
whercaz, if they cxtended a little kindness
to the State children, and took the little
ones out of the institutions in order to give
them a chance in life, ther would be doing

a great service to the community. The
present  Government increased  the  Stafe

chitdren’s allowance from B8s. per week for
the first child and d4s. a week for ecach
additional child to 10s. a week all round.

Mr. Forey: That is little enough.

Mr, FORDE: The hon. member for Leich-
hardt sass that that is little enough, and
i quite agree with him. It is a wonder that
some of them can carry on with that amount.
I want the Home Sccretary to be sym-
pathetic in cases where mothers are waiting
tor relief, and I would like him to give
rations for a short period to the mothers
of these children. On some occasions T have
been able to get relief for people requiring
it, but in other cases it has been refused.
T know the work of the State Children
Department 1= very difficult to carry on,
but the Director and his olficers try to do the
fair thing. If the department know of
cuzses where the childven are not being pro-
perly treated, or where gencrous treatment
has not been meted cut to the mothers and
foster-mothers, they are quick to remedy
it. I think that there are- many cases
where the older members of a family are
expected to contribute too much towards
the support of the family, Where a
widow s left with a family, and two
or threc members, say, between the ages
of sixteen and twenty years, are working, I
think they are expected to pay too much
tcwards the support of the home. A boy
ecarning 17s. 6d. a week will find that it
takes all his money to clothe himself, and
the same thing applies to a girl earning
22s. 6d. a week. She should not have to
pay more than her fair share. T hope the
Minister will be sympathetic in these cases,
and not expect the members of the family
to pay for the full support of the home. It
i a good thing to encourage thrift, but in
some cazes  hardship 15 inflicted because
members of the family who are working in
offices, shops, or factories, find that it takes
nearly all their money to purchase clothing
similar to that worn by other persons work-
ing at the same place. Furthermore, they have
their future to look to. Another matter which
came umder my notice wasx that foster-
mothers get free medical attention for State
children in their cave, while natural mothers
do not get that privilege. I think that the
privilege should be extended to the natural
mother. because she is in just as bad a way
financially as th» foster-mother. 1 hope the
Home Seceretary will give that matter favour-
able consideration, and, if pos:ible, increase
the allowance. T find that in

some  cases
where there are five children the mother
gets £2 10s. a week., As that is not suffi-

cient to keep the home, the Minister might
allow rations to be given for a brief period.
The Minister has been gencrous to these
cases in the past, and I ask him to continue
that gencrosity, because it is well deserved.
I know cases of absolute hardshin, where
mothers find it absolutely impossible to find
faod and clothing for five children on the
£2 10s. a week allowed them.

I admit that since the present Government
came into power the department has been
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more generous than under previous (Govern-
ments, but we have established precedents in
many respects. ~ We have shown our
generosity towards the poor and suffering in
the community to a greater degree than
any previous Administration, but, if we are
to prove true to the principles underlying
the Labour movement, we should not turn
aside these poor unfortunate people, or the
little childven who are deprived of their
breadwinners and have no one to care for
them because they have no money or influ-
ential friends. It should be the right of
cevery child brought inte the world to have
reasonably good conditions of life, and it is
the duty of this Government to see to the
matter. Over the period of six years ended
in 1915 the amount paid by Tory Govern-
ments to natural and foster mothers was
£124,000, whilst for the six years of Labour
Government following that period the allow-
ances totalled £666.000. The amount paid
to natural mothers alone in 1914-15—the last
year of Tory Government—was £31,983;
and in 1921 the amounts paid by the
Labour Government to natural mothers were
£130,861. and to {foster-mothers £24767.
Mark the difference! I do not say that
the present Government have done too
much. In fact, T say they should do even
more, but in this peried of financial stress
I know that they are endeavouring to keep
down the expenditure. The expenditure
under this head is justified. It is the dis-
charge of a duty we owe to the poor people
in the community. The Government have
endecavoured to show that they realise
their responsibilities in this respect, and
I would wurge the Minister, instead of
cutting down this department in any way, to
ba even more gencrous, because by so doing
ha is giving allowances that go towards
clothing and protecting the little ones who
are deprived of their breadwinners.

There is another matter I wish to mention
on this vote. I refer to the cases where
mothers and children are deserted by the
husband and father, and the mother is
reluctant about taking legal proceedings
against the husband. I know such cases
where the mother has not been able to get
State aid because she would not go into
court. Such a one usually does not want
t» bring a stigma on the family, or she
thinks that some little titne later the hus-
band may return, and she does not want
the children to be told that she had to go
to court and prosecute their father in order
that they might be maintained. I think
there are such cases where the State Chil-
dren Department should take the inifia-
tive. T do not say that any man should be
allowed to go scot-frec—he should be made
to maintain his children if possible—but there
are cascs such as I have mentioned, and such
a mother is denied the right of State aid.
If any prosccutions are necessary, the depart-
ment should make them.

The Home Department has been generous
towards the orphanages—much more gener-
ous than under previous Governments. The
vote has been increased from £10,441 in
1914-15 to $£14,331 in 1920-21. In conclud-
ing, I ask the Acting Home Secretary to
make a note of the points I have raised,
and cndeavour to extend the department’s
generows help to the State children, who
are as important and valuable to this com-
munity as the children of the wealthy.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (4lpert): T recard
this as one of the most important sub-

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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departments of the Home Department, since
it deals with what may be termed the vory
foundations of our community--namely, the
children of the State, whose lives it is so

necessary to comserve. 1 observe, however,
that there is a decrease rather than an
increase in nearly cvery vote,

The SrcrETARY FOR Mixes: Do wou not

know that the cost of living is going down?

Hown. J. G. APPEL: I take it that is
because of the administration of the present
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

Hox. J. G. APPEL:
gentleman to  say  that. (Opposition
laughter.) We ave glad to hear if. Then,
1 takc it that the inhuman po‘u’v initiated
by the present Government of depriving a
widow with only one child of an allowance
for that child is not going to bo continued?

Yes.
I expected the hon.

The SrcreTary ror Mives: That is not
the practice.
Hox. J. G. APPEL: I say it is.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixzs: It depends upon
the circumstances of the widow.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The department
admit the condition of the widow by giving
her an indigent allowance, and yeot they
saxr that it has improved to such an extent
that they take away the orphanage allowance
from the child. That is a remarkable thing
for a humanitarian Government.

The SecreTARY FOR Mixes: That is not so.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I can tell the hon.
gentleman it is. I can give him a specific
casc. I say it is an inhuman policy, and it
is no credit to an Administration who make
a special claim to have done 50 much for
the poor and unfortunate ibers of the
community.

1t 1s claimed that the present Administra-
tion have largely increased the iotal amount
of this vote, but hon. members who make
that claim fail to tell us that the numbers
who forced to receive these allowances
have likewise inereased; and you will find
that the increase in the amount does not
even cowver the proporticnate increase in the
cost of living. What is the good of claim-
ing merit for a thing swhich is obviously
incorrect?  In addition to that, we find
that just at that point of a child’s career
when an allowance is more necessary than
, evor the grant is to be discontinued because
the unfortunate woman happens to have only
one child, T claim that that is not credit-
ab'e, and I stigmatize 1t as an absolutely
inhuman policy. If the allowauece is_to be
given, it should be given irrcspective of
whether the woman “as one or more chil-
dren. beeause the obligution is proportion-
ately @s at in the first casc as when the
number 18 larger. I quite agree with the
speaker who has just resumed his seat that
the benefit should be extended, Considering
the vastly increased revenue of the State,
I certainly think that the Administration can
well afford to consider the claims of the
widows and little children, to swhom we must
perforce look for the future development of
our country, and increcase the allowances to
an extent which will make better provision
for them, and make them more able to dis-
charge those obligations which will fall upon
them as citizens.

At 4.30 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Standing Order No. 307, and of the Ses-

flion. J. &, Appel.

men
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sional Order agreed to by the House on 30th
August, I shall now leave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress

The rosumption of the Committec was made
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the
sitting.

QUESTIONS.
I\DEBTED\I‘SS oF Bumpine Trabpes Guinp 1o
STATE ENTERPRISE.
Mr, BLPHINSTONE (0Oslry)
Secretary for Public Lands—
. ‘1. Is the Building Trades Guild
indebted to any State enterprise under
his control?
“ 2. 1If so, which State enterprises are
go affected, to what extent, and at \\;hat
dates were such labilities incurred.’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, J. Larcombe, Keppel), in the absence
of the Secretary for Public Lands (Hon. J.
H. Coyne, Warrego), repliecd—

“1and 2. As stated cn 30th August last,
timber was supplied to the Guild on
credit. A debt of £1.189 is due to the
Forest Service Sawmills in respect to
this timber. 'The lest payment to the
mills was made in Octoker last. Action
is being taken to reduce this indebted.
ness.”’

asked the

CoxTrACT 0F TFORESTRY DEPARTMENT FOR
Suprry o¥ HEWN SLEEPERS TC NEW JZEA-
LAND.

Mr., WALKER (Coorosra) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

¢ What ave the terms of the contract
he}(- bv the Forestry Office for supply of
hewn sleepers to New Zealand (including
quantity, delivery, and price)?

“ 2. What is the date of the contract?

3. What quantity has been suppled
to date¥

‘4, What royalty per 100 sleepers hns
been charged against this contract?

““H. What is the pmﬂ* or lous
contract to cnd of last financial 3

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYD.
in the absence of the Secrctary for Public
Tands, roplies

1 o 5. As this Is a purely busines:
transaction, it is not considered advisabie
to disclose to competitors the terms of
the contract referred to. The exact pro-
fit wiil be stated jzter.”

on this
o 2

—\PPOI\T\[P\T AND EXPENSES or ORGANISERS
UNDER PRIMARY PRODTCERS’ ORGANISATION
ActT.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS( ]'1*t~1«mt¢)
asked the Secretary for Agri

“1. What was the date of appointment
of H. l\hAnally as an organiser under
the Primary Producers’ Organisation
Act?

«“2 What is the total amount paid to
H. McAnally from date of appommtment
to 3lst July. 1922—(a) Salary; (b) ex-
penses; (¢) other allowances?

“ % What is the amount paid to Ii.
McAnally under the headings contained
in 2. from 1st Augusi to 30th August,
19227
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‘4, What amounts have been paid,
respectively, to W. Purccll. W. Harris,
Flood Plunkett, and IIolt, in respect of
their trlp to Syner and Melbourne in
April Jast i connection with organisa-
tien of primary producer., under the
following' headings:—{«) Salary; ()

expenses; (¢) any other allowances?
What was the rate of—(«) Saln"‘ (&)
expenses and allowances paid in these
cases ?

‘5. Was any report furnished by these
gentlemen? If so. will he lay & copy
of such report on the table of the Home’

“6. Has any pamphlet. article, or
other writing referring to the questioner
been issued bx or at the instance of any
member or members of the Counncil of
Agriculture or any Advisory Board?
Has any of the work in connention with
the sending out such a pamphlet, avticle,
or other w rltmg relating to the questioner
been done in his donaltmf‘nt ”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(fTon. W. N. Gilles, Eecham) replied—

1. The appointment of II. MecAnally
as provisional organiser dates from 19th
June last, but dS“CIl‘[ to the DPrimary
Producers’ Organisation Act was not
given until 15th August, 1922.

*“2. The total amounts as provisional
organiser—(a) £24; () £5 Ts. 9d.; (¢)
£15 1bs.

“ 3. (a) £37 6s. 8d.; (B) £3 1os. 11d.;

(e) nﬂ.

“4, («) Salary—W. DPurcell, nil; W,
Harris, nil; Flood Piunkett, nil; IXolt,
£31 13s. 4d. (b) Expenses—£14 b5, £14
15s. 2d.; £14 5s.; £24 19:. 8d. (o) Allow-
ances £19 19s. :819 19s.: £19 19s.; nil.
Rate («) salary—Nil in the case of Messrs.
Purcell, Harris, and TFlood Plunkett.
Mr. Holt was paid at the rate of £600 a
vear. {b) Expenscs avd allowances—The
first three gentlemen mentioned at the
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COMMISSION TC INQUIRE INTO MEANS FOR
DESTROYING PERICKLY-PEAR.

Mr. CORSBER (Burnett) asked the Pre-
mier—

‘“ Considering the ever-increasing diffi-
culty met with by those who are “endea-
vouring to combat prickly-pear in certain
districts, will he, failing direct action,
confer with the Secretary for Public
Lands for the puipose of sccuring a
commission, with a hope of providing
him with firsi-hand information from
farmers and settlers concerned as to the
quickest and best means of according
reasonable  assistance, and providing
evidence that the State is lacking in its
duty by allowing Crown lands to rein-
fest the selections and roads of those who
are being compelled by the Government
to clear?”

The PREMIER (Hon
Chillagoe) replied—

“ The matter

E. G. Theodore,

is under consideration.”

ExpENDITURE oN Ournoor RELIER.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Home
Secretary
“What amount has been expended on
outdoor rclief for the months of January,
February, March. April, May, June,
July, and August, 1922, respectively ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington), in the absence of
the Home Secretary (Hon. W. McCormack,
Cairns), replied—

“ Detailed information will be em-
bodied in a report which will shortly be

tabled.”

Rerorr ox  Uxemproven  MEMBERS  OF
FeDERATED SHIP PAINTERS AND DOCKERS’
Uxion.

Mr. KING (Logan) asked
1. Has his attention

the Treasurer—
been drawn to

. £ 11K . N - Y e
mt{]‘ of £1 1bs, a day. Mr. Iclt at £1 5s. the report of a union secretary. contained
a aay. in the July number of the ‘Queensland
“5. No. Industrial Gazette,” at page 519, which
“6. No.” read ax follows:—
- . i Condi- | - Number Un- ‘ Cause of Un- N -
strict T -1 Prospects al Remarks,
District. | Union. ‘ Gons, | Drospects. 15 oved. ‘ employment. General Remarks
S — i ) N
Brisbane .. | Federated Very . Gloomy .. Eighty 1 Lack of For the want, of a bigger dock
Ship ¢ pad (approx.) | work in Brisbane a great deal of
i Painters | : i ! ship repair work is sent to
1 and ‘ ' ; ‘ Sydner, At the present time
. Dockers ; | there are three A. 178, N, Co.’s
; steamers under. overhaul in
i Sydney, which th_e Company
' would overhaul in Brisbane
i ‘ providing there were better
| 1 docking facilities.

“2. Is such report correct?

“3. If so, does he propose to make
provision for better docking facilities
in Brisbane?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore)
replied—

“1. Yes.

“2. 1 cannot offer an opinion without

making full inquiries into the state-
ments.

‘8. The matter will receive cohsidera-
tion.”

OPERATIONS OF WATER STUPPLY DEPARTMENT’S

BorinG PrLaNTs.

Mr. VOWLES  (Daldy)
Trcasurer—

*1. How many of the Wafer Supply
Dﬂp&rtrr\entb bmu“g plants werc oper-
ating during last financial year?

“2. How many were hung up during
the whole of part of the year; and, in
the latter cases, for what peuods?

3. Has it been found necessary during
the past three financial years to write

the

asked
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off portion of the cost of hores put down
by the Water Supply Department?

“ 4, If so, in what cases, and what
was the amount written off in each
case?

5, Is it a fact that during last finan-
cial year claims were made by employeces
on the Water Supply Department’s
boring plants for award rates of wages,
and, in consequence, retrospective pay-
ments were made?

“6. If so—(a) how many men were
affected; (b) what period did the retro-
spective payment cover in each case;
and (¢} what were the amounts of retro-
spective payments, respectively 27’

The TREASURER replied—
“1. Four.

¢ 2. No plants were bung up, but two
plants having completed the bores
engaged upon were inoperative for
periods of six weeks and six and a-half
months, respectively, until funds were
available for other work.

“ % Owing to a grass fire ah the
Geralda bore, the sum of £1,049 Ts. 6d.
was pald to adjoining selectors as com-
pensation for the destruction of fences
and grass, and that sum was not charged
to the cost of the bore. Also an amount
of £234 15s. 10d = being the cost of
additional work at Stamfordham, after
the bore was handed over to the trust,
was not charged to the capital cost.

“ 4. See answer to No. 3.

5. The department was paying the
award rates which were considerved
applicable to the duties, and these rates
were questioned only when the general
sccretary of the Engine Drivers and
Firemen’s Association called at the
Treasury in November, 1921, and com-
plained that members of his union were
not receiving the correct rates. Inquiries
were immediately instituted, and, as the
result of a conference, it was decided to
pay the increased amounts and make
them retrospeetive.

““6. («) Seventeen. (b) Various periods
between 6th March, 1919. and 30th No-
vember, 1921. (¢) The tatal payments
amounted to £308 17s. 2d., the individual
amounts being as fcllows:—£2 9., £17
5s., £6 1bs., £12 8=, £12 17s. 6d., £4
11s. 6d., £36 19s. 6d., £37, £32 15s. 6d.,
£19 12s. 6d.. £17 8. 2d., £12 8s. 2d.,
£37 9s.. £26 12s. 6d., £22 12s. 6d.,
£8 3s. 8d., £1 9s. 8d.”

i T ‘
District, ‘ Union, | Comdi- | Prospects, | Number Un- Canse of Un-
- \‘ employed. ; employment.

‘ v tions, \‘
i

.. Australian
| Tederated
i\ Union of
. Locomotive
i nginemen

\
Fair .. | Good

i

|
i i
! |

i

i

S

“Is such statement correct?”
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REPORT OF RancErR CONNOLLY ox NEW

SPECIFIC FOR DESTRUCTION OF IPRICKLY-
PEAR.

Mr. VOWLES asked the Sccretary for

Public Lands—

“1. Referring to articles appearing
in the ¢ Daily Mail’ of 12th April, 1922,
9th May, 1922, and 15th May, 1922,
relative to a ‘new specific’ for the
destruction of prickly-pear, has he yet
received a  final report from Ranger
Connolly as to the results of the experi-
ments conducted with this specific? If
so, were the results satisfactory, and does
he consider the new specific likely to be
of practical value?

2, Who are the persons interested
in this new specific?

3. What is the amount of expendi-
ture by the Government in connection
with this new specific, and to whom were
payments made ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in

the absence of the Secretary for Public
Lands, replied

¢ 1. Progress reports only have been
received.

2. As far as the department is aware,
the specific iz owned by the Noxious
Weeds Proprietary, Limited.

3. As is customsry in the case of
persons wishing to demonstrate the value
of a prickly-pear poison, an officer was
deputed to watch the demonstrations on
behalf of the department. This officer’s
expenses were negligible, as he was able
to attend the demonstrations while in
the localities on other work. In addi-
tion, railway passes to the different
localities were issued to the demon-
strators, as is done in all similar cases.”’

NUMBER OF ASSISTED IMMIGRANTS SINCE 30TH

Juwn, 1907.
Mr. WARREN (Mwrrumba) asked the

Premier—

“How many assisted immnigrants
arrived in Quesnsland during each of the
financial vears since 30th June, 15077

The PREMIER replied—

“The figures will be obtained and

tabled.”

RirpcrT ox UNEMPLOYED MEVBERS OF ATUS-

TRALIAN FEDERATED UNION OF [LLOCOMOTIVE
TNGINEMEN.
Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba)

askerl the Secretary for Railway—

““ Has he seen the statement, as appears
in the ¢ Queensland Industrial Gazette ’ of
July. 1922, page 518, under the heading
of “Reports from Union Scevetaries,’ of
which the following is an extract:—

General Remarks,

Drivers and firemen *hroughout
the State are making nearly
full time, but cleaners con-

. tinue on short time, as a
' result of which engines are in
a very dirty condition. There
is ample work for cleancrs
heing employ=d on full time,
but economy is being cffected
by allow: dirty cngines to
he in service.
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, &cppel) replied—
“No.”
ACCUSATION OF BRIBERY.
Mr, PETERSON (Yormanby): 1 give
notice that to-morrow 1 will ask the
Attorney-General—
‘1. What amount was collected in

premiums by the State Insurance Depart-
ment o the Mount Morgan district
during the financial period 1918 to 1922
for industrial dizeascs purposes?

2. What amount has been disbursed
by the State Insurance Department
during the above period to—

{a)} Sufferers fromy miners’ phthisis or
other industrial diseases.
(5) Dependents of the ahove?®”
Mr. Forpe: That won't save you.
Mr. PETERSON: It will not save the
hon. member at the Federal election, either.
Me. Forpr: I did not take a bribe, at any
rate.
Mr. PIWTERSON: Mr. Speaker, the hon,
member for Rockhampton distinetly inferred
that I had taken a bribe. (Government

diszent,)
QOrposiTroN Memeers: He did.
I ask that the hon.

Mr. PETERSON:
member be made to withdvaw. (Disorder.)

I ask him to =say it outside. (Renewed
disorder.)
The SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon,

member for Rockhampton infer that the hon.
member for Normanby had taken a bribe?
Mr. FTORDE (Rockhampion): I said that
(Disorder.)

The hon. member did

I would not take a bribe,

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN :
not say that,

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
the hon. member for Rockhampton infer that
the hon. member for Normenby has taken a
bribe? If he does, he is quite out of order,
and must withdraw

Mr. FORDE: T said that T would not take
a bribe,

Mre. Fry:
equivocatoes,

Mr. FORDE: I did not make any infer-
ence; the hon. member for Normanby might
have taken that inference from what I said.

The SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon.
member for Rockhampton infer that the hon.
member for Normanby had taken a bribe?

_ Mr. Fry: Be honest about it! Be a man
for once!

The SPEAKLER : Order!

Mr. FORDE: I made no inference; he
might take one. if it fits him.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must withdraw the statement if he did
infer that the hon. member for Normanby
had accepted a bribe.

Mr. FORDE: I did not. Mr. Speaker; he
drew that inference himself, no doubt.

Ovrosrriox MewmBeERS: Oh! Oh'!

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Report of the Chief Inspector of
Machinery and Scaffolding for the
vear ended 30th June, 1922.

The hon, member always
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Report of the Marine Department for
the year 1921-1922.

Report upon the Government Ceniral
Sugar Mills.
SUPPLY.
ResuMpTioN OF COMMITTEE—NINTH ALLOTTED
Dav.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
HoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
STATE CHILDREN.

Question  stated—‘“ That  £196,915 Lo
granted for ° State Children’ 77—

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): After
listening to the remarks of the hon. member
for Albert, I sincerely trust the Minister will
reply to his accusation that, when a widow
with only onc child seeks rvelief, no matter
what her circumstances may be, invari-
abiy relief is refused. I take it the hon.
member for Albert gleaned that information
from a paragraph in the report of the
Director, That statement might be con-
strued to mean what the hon. gentleman takes
it to mean, but it has a totally different mean-
ing for a broad-minded and unbiassed reader.
My experience in «dealing with applications
to the State Children Department has always
been that each case is dealt with on 1ts
individual merits. I have had many oppor-
tunities of knowing the work done by this
department.  Any hon. member representing
a large industrial centre must sooner or later
have cases brought under his notice which
require the attention of this departm=nt. The
Director .and his assistant, Mr. Clarke, have
always been most sympathetic in dealing with
applications that have come from my elector-
ate. They are bound entirely by the Act,
There are certain provisions dealing with
widows and orphans which I believe it is the
duty of the Government to have amended.
Under the Act, unless a widow can state
that she is absolutely destitute, she cannot
obtain sustenance. I think that the Labour
Government, who proclaim to the world the
benefits of their legislation and administra-
tion for the ‘ bottom dog,”” cannot hope to
live and sustain their position if they are
going to continue along the lines contained
within the four corners of the Act. I quite
realise that where some hardship might
result because of certain provisions in the
Act the Home Secretary will deal with the
matters sympathetically; but I believe that
the Government should place the matter
absolutely beyond the discretionary powers
even of the member of this party who for
the time being may hold the position of
Home Secretary. The Act should be amended
to provide the exact amount that a yvldow is
to have for each member of the family. The
Act should provide that she may have a
reserve fund and still draw the sustenance
provided under the Act. Many women are
smfitted, through lack of experience and
because they are unfitted temperamentally, to
ombark upon a certain business. They face
the world after the breadwinner has gone,
They have a certain amount of money in the
bank, and, according to the Act they cannot
hope to obtain sustenance until they have
depleted that amount of money, which I lock
upon as a proper reserve fund to meet circum-
stances that might arise at any time. Take
the case of a woman with £150 in the bank
and having four or five children dependent
upon her, According to the Act, unless she
is reducced to the level of a destitute person,
she cannot hope for any relief, One of the
greatest assets to the Btate is a healthy,

Mr. Stopford.]
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cducated, rising generation. The Act practi-
cally says that she has to exhaust what pro-
bably has taken her and her husband years
to accumulate.

Mr. T. R. RoBeRrts: And probably what
has been collected for her by somo charitable
institution.

At 445 p.m.,

Mr. PoLLOCK (Gregory), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. STOPFORD: That is so.
hope to take advantage of that fund, and
she 1s thercfore in no better position than a
person who has made no provision at all.
That is economically unsound, and, from e
humanitarian point of view and from the
point of view of the development of the State,
it is also umsound. According to the Act,
the department is only permitted to levei
down and cannot leve} up. Take another
case of an unfortunate woman with £150 in
the bank with four children. She might have
her own home. The State Children De-
partment might advance to her somewhere
in the vicinity of £1 10s. to £1 15s, per week
to maintain herself and four children. She
has to paint that home at stated intervals,
pay rates and insurance, and make provision
for the children if they should be seized with
sudden illness. I am assuming that the chil-
dren are protected by some lodge benefit
which enables them t0 obtain free medical
attention.  When a child becomes suddenly
ill, ‘the lodge doctor may not be available,
and she may have to call in another doctor to
attend to the child, and have to pay a guinea
or whatever the fee may be; but, if she has
no reserve fund, probably the doctor will not
come if he knows that he is not going to
receive his fee. That may seem a harsh
statement, but it has been my experience of
some members of the ruedjeal profession,
although I have no desire to level such a
charge against the whole of the members of
the profession. We have to-day a ¥lome
Seeretary who s sympathetically disposed
towards these peopls, because I have known
him adjudicate favourably in certain cases ;
but in other cases I have known him to adjudi-
cate In a very unfavourable manner, and I
do not think, as a Labour Government, that
we should face the people with the knowledge
that it rests on the decision of one member
of our party as to whether relief shal] be
given in circumstances such as that, I
sincerely trust that the hon. gentleman in
charge of the Estimates will endeavour to
bring this matter before the Cabinet. Even
if it were to cost another £50,000 a year,
there are enough wealthy people from whom
we should demand a certain amount of the
wealth that we, as a class, produce for them
to help those of our class who have fallen by
the way.

There is another aspect of this department
that calls for atiention. There arc many
widows in this State to-day who lost their
husbands at the war, and ther are in receipt
of military pensions. I have in my mind a
case in my electorate where a widow is strug-
gling to maintain eight children, and she
gets something like 4s. a week from the
military authorities to maintain those chil.
dren. When I approached the Director he
stated that it is the duty of the military
authorities to see that those children arve
properly cared for. If the Federal Govern-
ment or the military authorities refuse to
recognise their responsibilities in cases of this

[Mr. Stopford.

She cannot
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description, then the State Department should
rise supcrior to any technicality and extend
either permanent or temporary assistance. We
should go further than that, apd the Govern-
ment, as a Government, should make repre-
sentations to the Federal Government drawing
attention to such cases, and then, when
publicity is given to the matter, if the Federal
Government or the military authorities, or
whoever is responsible for the small pension
paid to-day in such cases as I have descm‘net‘],
refuse to give further assistance, the State

should rize to the occasion and make ptl}e
pension up to what we consider is a fair
amount.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
So that there may be no misunderstanding
of the statement made by the hon. member
for Albert, I propose to read a short para-
graph on page 8 of the Director’s report—

“As a rule, assistance is not granted
to one child unless the mother is an
invalid and unable tc earn the average
wage for a woman,”

That is very definite. That is one matter
that the Minister might give consideration
to. It assumes, first of all, that if the
widow is an invalid and unable to carn the
average wage, then the assistance will be
given. When we consider that the average
wage of a woman would not be more than
£2 5s. per wezk and she would have to be
working all the time to_earn that, and the
average child living under these conditions
would be three or four years of age, it is
hardly fair that that rule should apply, and
I think there is some justification for the
statement of the hon. member for Albert.
Early in this session I asked for some infor-
mation in connection with the State Chil-
dren Department. We have several times
taken exception to Ministers sidestepping
questions, and the Minister practically side-
stepped my question on that occasion.
Whether he was advised by the cfficer in
charge of the department or whether it was
off his own bat I do not know, but I do not
propose to allow it to pass without showing
the position.

The SpcreTArRy TorR Mixes: I awn respon-
sible for all questions answered by me.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: On 12th July I
asked this question—

“1. What number of children (a) under
ten years of age, (b) over ten and under
fourteen, have been discharged as State
children during the half-year ended 3lst
December, 1921, and the half-year ended
30th June, 19227

“2. What was
department ?”’

the saving to the
This was the answer—

1. Children under fourtcen years are
not discharged except in eases where it is
found that they are not entitled to State
aid.

2. There is no saving to the depart-
ment, as the vote is_for children who are
entitled to State aid.”

That is no answer to my question. It was
not a question with me as to whether they
were entitled to be discharged or mot. I
asked the question because a number of per-
sons have come to me with lists from the
department showing that their children had
been discharged during those periods, and I
am entitled to know what number of chil-
dren has been discharged during the year.
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I assume there was a reason for the children
being discharged, but I wanted to know the
rumber, and that was the answer I got.
1 was not going to be satisfied with that
answer, and on the st September I asked
rhis question—

“ What is the total number of children
discharged from State control during
period 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 1922
—{a) Having recached age of fourteen
vears; (b) at request of parent or guar-
dian; ({(¢) on reccommendation of Con-
troller of State children for, in his
opinion, being adequatcly maintained?”

‘The answer I got shows this remarkable
position: that out of 1,458 children who
were discharged under all circumstances, 913
were discharged on the recommendation of
the Director of State Children, because, I
assume, in his opinion, they were adegquately
maintained. The number for the different
(istricts were: Southern district, 660; Cen-
tral distriet, 106; Northern district, 147.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixes: Is that the
question you complain of as not being
answered?

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: No; I am com-
plaining about the first question asked in
July, which the FHome Secretary would not
answer. He sidestepped it.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan
pointed out instances where the mothers of
children are suffering owing to various
decistons of the Director of State Children,
supported ultimately by the Home Secre-
tary. IHe has told us of mothers who have
a certain amount of money. I have in my
mind two mothers at Toowoomba, whose
children have recently been discharged from
State control. In one case a certain sum of
money was raised for this woman by men
in. the West, who recognised that she had
fost her breadwinner and had been thrown
on ths world to do the best possible for her
whildven. She came to Toowocomba and got

some assistance; under what cir-

[5 p.m.] cumstances I cannot say. Later

on, after reviewing the circum-
stances, they decided to take the children
cut, and were told that thiz money which
was subscribed by well-intentioned persons
must be used for the maintenance of the
children. The woman came to me about it,
and I asked her what she was going to do.
The words of the hon. member for Mount
Xorgan this afterncon come into my mind.
She said, “I weuld like to go into business,
but 1 have only just come into the city and
do not know the place, and I might lose my
money if I started too quickly.” She said
she did not want to lose the money, because
in that case she would have to go back for
State assistance.

I have a case in my mind where some
money came to a widow from insurance, and
hor father was in a position to give her
thelter. The State allowance has been
stopped lately, and she has been told that
she must utilise the insurance money. She
has already paid a large portion of it for
medical atiendance for her late husband.
She is only getting a cover over her head
through the kindness of her father, who is a
working man in the city. Under these con-
ditions I am not going to say that the
department is administered humanely. It is
certainly not administered as you would
expect 1t to be by a Labour Government.
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These are very serious charges against the
department in connection with people who
happen to have a few pounds. The reason
why I have referred to this matter more
fully than I should otherwise have done is
because these Estimates are in charge of the
Secrctary for Mines. I remember the hon.
gentleman making a speech here in 1907—it
was on another matter altogether—in which
he did not subscribe to this policy of
making the people suffer through the money
which other members of the family might
have. When the Kidston Government intro-
duced the Old Age Pensions Bill in 1907, it
contained a clause which provided that the
pension would be paid, but that the Govern-
ment had the right to call on the sons and
daughters of the old-age pensioner to cou-
tribute about 2s. per week.

The SrereTARY For Mixes: I belicve that
there should be no qualifications.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: The Minister’s
memory is something like my own, and he
is anticipating what I have to read. The
Minister is reported, vide * Hansard » 1907,
page 1517, to have said—

‘“ Another objectionable clause s
clause 20, which compels the relatives to
contribute towards the keep of their
parents. In my opinion, that 1s dis-
couragement to thrift,

“ Mr. Jenkinson: Do you object to it?

“Mr. JoxeEs: Yes, T do. I think that
every person should get the pension as a
right. It does not matter whether their
children are in a position to keep them
or not,

“ Mr. Jenkinson:
everybody should have a pension.

“Mr. Jonrs: Certainly. Everybody
who reaches a certain age should have a
pension. Clause 20 will be a discourage-
ment to those who are thrifty, and the
parents who have good and dutiful
children will be penalised because the
pension will only be paid to the parents
of children who are doing nothing to
maintain them. There might be other
parents who are just as deserving of a
pension and who have good and dutiful
children, but becausc they have good
children they do not reap the benefit of
this pensien.”

I am quoting that, because in the absence
of the Home Secretarv I want the Secretary
for Mines to deal with the particular cases
mentioned by the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, the hon. member for Mount
Morgan, and myvself. I think that the
methods of the department in dealing with
these cases are not humane. Where money
has been subscribed by the public to assist
a widow and her children it should he looked
upon as a gift to them, The State should
not benefit because some kind-hcarted people
have rendered the widow assistance.

You believe that

I regret that we find ourselves discussing
the Hstimates without having the reports of
all the departments before us. In this case
we have the report, and one item is in-con-
nection with the Westbrook Reformatory.
It will be remembered that on a previous
cecasion some references were made to the
changes which took place at Westhrook under
the regime of the then Home Secretary, the
present Secretary for Public Instruction. I
said then that I would be one of the first to
congratulate the superintendent on making
good at Westbrook. I have done that on

Mr. T. RB. Roberts.]
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p,evxous occasions, and 1 want to do it again
to-day. The xepmt shows that the State
should have the utmost confidence in the
superintendent. No one can read the report
without being fully satisfied of the whole-
heartedness of the superintendent and his
wife in connection with the State children
there.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
electorate ?

Mr. T. R.

Is that in your

ROBERTS: It is in my
electorate now. I assume from the inter-
jection of the Mirister that the Government
intend to take up the position that we have
no right to discuss State institutions which
are in our electorates,

Myr. GrEDsox: You are assuming wrongly.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: I saw the
rompting, and the hon. member who
prompted.

Mr. Forpe: The leader of the Opposition

the other night said that T had no right to
discuss the Westwood Sanatorium.
Mr. Vowrrs: You are a ‘‘sticky beak.”

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Under the redis-
tribution scheme, the Westwood Reformatory
comes into the FWast Toowoomba electorate.

Mr. Giepnsox: We want to know whether
you arc fishing for votes or not.

The SecrErsRY TOR MINES: We know that
he s,

Mr. T. R, ROBERTS: This institution is
now in the Tast Toowoomba clectorate, and
I am proud to have an institution which is
managed under these conditions in my
electorate. In these days we are out to do
something for the man on the land, and we
arc looking for people who are able to
instruct those who arc engaged in the agri-
cultural industry. Here 1s a man who is
worth a great deal to the department in that
respect. The Director, in referring to the
work at Westbrook, says—

“The older boys are taught farming,
dairying, fruitgrowing, gardening, clear-
ing land, fencing, cooking, and a general
1ep1nmg of farm implements. During
the year they add some useful training
in building, for they built a 100-ton

hayshed, an eieven- stalled stable, and
an implement shed —The boys take a
very kecen interest in any constructive

work. They were at their best at har-
vesting and threshing time.”

This is the part of the report which I con-
sider of most importance, more particularly
to those engaged in the agricultural indus-
try, because we know that this will be for
the benefit of these boys—

“ We have had ancther successful year
in the farm-—no serious pests to contend
with. Our sheds and silo are full of
grain and fodder, and we have a lot of
hay and straw in stacks. An additional
thirty-five acres were cleared and fenced,
and now there is a good crop growing
on it. The wheat was successful, and
passed through the Wheat Board and
sold as sced wheat.”

I think that those paragraphs are worth
giving publicity to. This gentleman is not
handling the best of material, but he is
going to send that material out into the
State of Queensland and the Commonwealth
much better than it was before it came into
his hands. T pay him that compliment this
afternoon.

[Mr. T. E. Roberts.
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Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): There are onc
or two remarks which have been made by
hon. members opposite that recquire some
reply, cspecially those in reference to the
giving of assistance. The last hon. member
who spoke said that assistance was not given
to a widow with one child.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He is quite
incorrect.
Alr. COLLINS: He iz incorrect to some

extent. The hon. member for Mount Morgan
made reference to it, too. The practice is
set out quite plainly in the report. This is
what 1t says—

““ As a general rule, assistance is not
granted for one child unless the mother
is an invalid and unable to earn the
average wage for a woman.’

It is no use beating about the bush. It is
put there plainly.” What do the words
“ general rule”” mean?

The SecgeTarY ror MiNES: He does not
say that a woman with one child does not
get assistance.

Mr. COLLINS: I want our friends on
the other side to be quite consistent in this
matter. They are comn]alnmg from time
to time about the amount of money which the
Government are spending.

Mr. MorGgaN: You never heard any com-
plaint from this side about the expenditure
on this vote.

Mr., COLLINS: If there are not sufficient
funds to provide the extra money for a
widow with one child, then the Government
should not hesitate to put an extra tax on
all incomes over £1,500 a year. I want hon.
members opposite to be “consistent especi-
ally the hon. member for Last Toowoomba,
because I intend to keep him right up to
the mark. If he believes that there should
be no refusal by the Government when’ a
woman with one child is an applicant and
the breadwinner is taken away, then we
should not hesitate to put a Tax on the
shoulders of those best able to bear it, and
ses that the child gets a fair deal.

Mr. T. R. RoBerrs: No one will ever
object to paying a tax for that purpose.

Mr. COLLINS: If the Government were
to introduce a proposal to put a tax on all
incomes over £1,500 a year for the purpose
of providing this money, then we should be

bitterly opposed by hon. members opposite.
There is something here in the Director’s
report, under the headi:lg “Hired Out,”

that I would like to read. It says—

“Bors and girls are sent out to ser-
vice when they reach the age of fourteen
years and are certified as medically fit
for service. There is still a great de-
mand for them, apd a very long waiting
list of al,proved apph(’atlons The hirer
must provide clothes, accommodation,
and medical attention, in addition to
paying the following wages:—

From 14 to 15 years, at the rate of—
Boys, 4s. per week; girls, 2s. per
week.

From 15 to 16 years, at the rate of—
Boys, 6s. per week; girls, 3s. 6d.
per week.

From 16 to 17 years, at the rate of—
Boys, 8s. per week; girls, 5s. per
week,

From 17 to 18 years, at the rate of—
Boys, 10s. per week; girls, 6s. 6d.
per week.
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« On 3lst December, 1921, there were
556 State children in hired service, as
comparced with 482 in 1920.”

Tt does not follow that, because I am sitting
behind the Labour Government, I must not
call attention to anything wrong if I see it.
It is my duty in this Chamber, as a repre-
centative of the masses of the people, to
declare what I consider to be right. There
is one part of that paragraph that I want
particularly to draw the attention of hon.
members of the Opposition to. That 1s
where 1t says—

“There is still a great demand for
them, and a very long waifing list of
approved applicants.”

Mr. Momrean: They are all your friends
who hire them out.

Mr, COLLINS: The Opposition are
always telling us that they belicve in the
law of supply and demand. We find that
the demand in this particular case is greater
than the supply. According to the argu-
ment of hon. members opposite, when the
demand is greater than the supply, wages
go up. It 1s our duty as a Government to
protect these unfortunate children. I am
not in favour of anyone having children
sent to them and calling upon them to pay
the small wages mentioned in that list I
just read out.

Mr. Morgean: They get their board, too.

Mr. COLLINS: Hon. mcmbers opposite
belong to the wealthy class.

Mr. MoreaN: The wealthy class do not
get these children, It is Labour supporters
who get these children.

My, COLLINS: If our supporters or our
opponents get these children at the wage
mentioned, then the system is entirely wrong.
1 do not care whether they arc our sup-
porters or your supporbers, the whole thing
is wrong. I «do not think that the wages
are adequate. I would like to know from
hon. members opposite if they think that
the wages are adequate. 1 was thunder-
struck when I read that paragraph in the
report, especially when I came to the part
which said that the demand was greater than
the supply. I think the Minister should take
particular notice of that. After all, we have
a duty to perform as a Labour Govern-
ment, and that is to look after those who
are unable to look after themselves. 1
differ with some of my colleagues when I
say that we can get greater revenue in
Queensland than we are getting at the
present time. There are avenues of taxa-
tion practically untouched, and I think that
we should touch those sources of taxation
in order to do justice to these unfortunate
children who have not got anyone to care
for them. Then there is a paragraph lower
down in the report which reads—

“The practice is to consider the earn-
ing ability of the mother and the elder
members of the family, and, if the total
sum coming into the house is of such an
amount that additional assistance by the
State is not considered neccessary, the
application is not approved; or, should a
widow’s financial circumstances materi-
ally improve, some or all of the children
for whom assistance was being paid are
liable to be discharged, and the assist-
ance discontinued wholly or in part. It
often transpires that several children are
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carning, including two or three sons, who
arc in receipt of the full basic wage,
and they only pay their mother 15s. or
20s. per week board—-"

1f that is the case, they ought to be ashamed
of themselves, I am quite willing to admit
that. The Director continues:
“ whereas in their district such could
not be obtained for less than 256s. or
30s. per week, with washing extra. In
those cases we consider the sons should
do more to help their mother to rear
the younger members of the family;
and that they are morally bound to, and
should take joy in doing so, and should
be pleased that they are able to do so.””

A lot of discretion needs to be exercised in
dealing with this matter. Every young man
who is living with his mother ought to pay
25s. or 30s. a week for his board. I have
no time for the young man who only pays
16s. a week for his board. We want to
realise that these young men want to start
courting and take unto themsclves a wife.
If they are not looking forward to that,
there 1is certainly something wrong with
them.

Mr. Moreay: What do you suggest?

Mr. COLLINS: A young man may be
saving up to get married, but, if he has to
contribute to the support of his younger
sisters and brothers, he may have to remain
a bachelor all his life. There is a time when
the fire burns very strongly in all young
men and young women. especially between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five, and
sometimes a litile later, and when the fire
is burning, that is tho time that we should
help them to get married. If they have to
contribute to the support of the family,
they will not be able to save anything. It
is not our duty to do anything to stop

.young men and young women from getting

married. 1 think the native-born are the
best asset that we can have in the country.
If we want to have an increase in our popu-
lation, we must give every encouragement to
our young men and youug women to enable
them to get married.

At any rate, I know of cases which have been
brought under my notice in which I considered
there was hardship. It is quite true that there
was a number of children in the house, and
collectively they may have been carning more
than I was. Those young men were paying the
current rates for board, and some of the older
ones were looking forward to getting married,
but they had to keep their younger brothers
and sisters, I do not know that they are
morally bound to do so. They had no say in
bringing them into the world, and, while I
believe that it is the duty of the father and
the mother to look after the children—
especially the father because he is the author
of their being—I am not too sure that a
brother is morally bound to look after his
brothers and sisters, except, perhaps, purely
from a humanitarian standpoint, just as I

am morally bound to assist my weaker
brethren, as we are doing in this vote.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): 1 was very

pleased to hear the speech delivered by the
hon. member for Bowen about boys who are
boarded out or employed by people who
desire their services; but I have something
to say, because many applications which

Mr. Morgan.]
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come from the bush for boys or girls are
turned down. The policy of the department
is not to allow these children to go into the
country. They have to remain within a cer-
tain  distance of the city, and the whole
trouble is that they are being used and em-
ployed by friends of tho hon. member who
has just resumed his seat.
Mr. Forwy: That is not correct.

Mr. MORGAN: It is correct. 'The point
I want to make is that the important con
sideration is not altogether the wages paid to
them, but the homes that the children have.
If onc of them happened to be my relative,
I would far sconer know that he was in a
good home and getting proper care and
attention than that he was receiving an
extra Js. or Bs. or 10s. a week. It is not a
matter of who is prepared to pay the highest
wage. 1t should be a matter for inquiry as
to the nature of the home and the lives of the
people wha take the children. The other
argument has no force in it whatever, and
the hon. member is looking at the guestion

in a verv narrow, parochial way. Tor
instance, a child might get into a home
where it would be sent to a technical college

during certain periods, and have the opnpor-
cunity of getting a good education. More
than the regulation quantity of clothes might
be provided—and we know all these things
are laid down by regulation. The child
might be regarded as an adopted child, have
meals at the same table as the family, and
in every way be treated as the other children
in the house. On the other hand, none of
these things might be done. Some persons
might treat the child just as an employee.
The hon. member must admit that in the
former case the child would b2 much more
fortunate than in the latier case, where the
child merely worked day and night and got
a few shillings more a week.

I do not say the Director is not impartial,
but it scems {o me that there are cases in
which people in my district have been singled
out for particular treatment. I know cases
where farmers on small sclections have died
and left their widows with large families and
farms mortgaged up to the hilt. In such
a case the unfortunate widow, not being
able to carry on and not getting sufficient
revenue from the farm to keep the children,
has been turned down by the department
owing to the fact that the widow had that
farm, although it was mortgaged up to the
hilt. I have had children in Brisbane pointed
out to me as those of parents who were
getting State aid, and who were dressed
better than any of my children, and better
dressed than the children of most pecople—
they were not moderately, but extravagantly
dressed.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : They were pulling
your leg.

Mr. MORGAN: They were not. I know
what I am talking about. Other cascs have
come under my notice where I think the
department has not treated the parents in a
proper manner and given them the assistance
I think they ought to -have.

The SEcRETARY ¥OR Mixes: Members have
investigated these cases and invariably find
that the Director is quite correct.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that in one or
two cases I have gone to the Director him-
self, and he showed me that he was perfectly
justified; but there have been cases where 1

{Mr. Morgan.
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thought he was just a little bit hard, although,
if he had given assistance, there might have
been thousands of similar cases in which it
would be demanded. Tt is very hard for
the Director to draw the line, but it has to
be drawn somewhere, and somebody has to
suffer. The Director must act on the reports
hs gets from the police in the locality con-
cerned.  One policeman may be very sympa-
thetic and make a very good report. Another
policeman may be looking at the matter
purely from a duty point of view, and may
make what he considers a fair and honest
report, which may be against the granting
of assistance, so that a great deal depends
on the policeman who makes the inquiries.
The Minister will admit that that is possible
and probable. Personaliy, I have no general
caure for complaint. I think the Govern-
ment, like all other Governments, recognise
their duty to assist the child and give it the
necessaries of life during the growing stage,
so that it will eventually become a strong
man or woman. We know that even in the
case of animals, if they have suffered in their
growing years, they are not likely to be as
fit and healthy as if they had had proper
food and attention, and the samec thing
applies to children.

All I hope is that people in the bush will
be dealt with just the same as people in the
city, and that they will be dealt with just as
syinpathetically, although they live 300 miles
from Brisbane, as if they were under the
personal eve of the Director. I think it will
ba admitted that such cases are not plentiful
in the country, but it will be admitted that
there are times unfortunately when assistance
is needed, and I hope the Director will recog-
nise that such cases are just as deserving of
consideration as those in the city.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Werwick): I think
that the denartment should be congratulated
upon having placed in the hands of hon.
members the report which we have before
us. I regret that we have not other depart-
mental reports. I imagine it is the lot
of every hon. member to carry complaints
to the department from time to time. As
a rule, the greatest attention js given to
any complaint that is made. I admit that
however strongly impressed a member may
be in carrying such complaints, almost invari-
ably it is found that the Director has acted

i wisely and well. 1 suppose no
[5.30 p.m.] department bestows on its work

more intimate attention than does
this department. Unfortunately there are
times when advantage is taken of the depart-
ment; and there are other times when the
department, seemingly, has not acted rightly
and fairlv. On such occasions my cxperi-
ence of the department has been that the
officers have willingly put right any wrong
that might have been done. It is a growing
department, and we are sorrr that it needs
ihis amount of expenditure. The sympathy
of everv Government naturally is extended
towards child life and its proper training.
Tt is stated in the report that the expendi-
ture for the year was £197.607 3s, 8d.—which
indicates that the needs of the people in

this direction are having attention. An
interesting portion of the report is the
follewing 1 —

“A small proportion of the child’s
wages is paid to him as pocket money,
and the balance placed to the credit
of the child’s trust account in the
Savings Bank. On the 31st December,
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1921, the total sum held in trust for
State children was £28,808 4s. 11d. as
compared with £28,271 2s. 3d. in 1820,
an increase of £537 2s. 8d. The total
number of Savings Banks accounts in
operation on 3lst Decomber, 1921, was

1,060; being 684 in the Scuthern dis-
trict; 220 in the Central district; and
156 in the Northern district. The wages
collected during the year was £6,017
10s. 7d. as compared with £5,982 3s. 9d.
during 1920, an increasc of £635 6s. 10d.”

The table which follows shows what was
rveceived.  In the carlier part of the report
there is a paragraph which I think should
e emphasised. In it the director states—
“ Jt is an honour to be a State child,
for as such the trcatment, cducation,
clothing,  general  supervision, and
upbringing is in all cases equal to that
bestowed upon the average child by its
parents, and in many cascs far superior.
Again, from a financial point of view,
the State child always has the advan-

tage over a non-State child, when the
age of eighteen years is rcached. The
child at home with his parents has

worked since leaving school and regu-
larly handed all his wages to his parents,
as a «utiful son should, but a State
child’s wages are collected for him and
held in trust, so that at the age of
cighteen years he generally has £60 or
£70 to his credit.”

Mr. Moraeax: Very good.
Mr. G. P. BARNES: It is very good.
Unfortunately, that is not followed out

generally by parents in their dealings with
their children. A boy or girl of the age
of cighteen years who has £60 or £70 and
has bean irained to save will have added to
that amount very considerably by the time
the age of twcnty -one is reached. The wis-
dom of the department is \1gmﬁcant1x shown
in its dealings with the earnings of the
children. Some exceedingly plcaﬂnt and
desirable children ave hired out, and I think
the department is to be comphmented upon
its wise administration.

Mr RIORDAN (Burke): The hon. member
for Murilla referred to friends of this party
employing State children, 1 do not know
whether he has any authority for making
a statement of that kind. ITe might look
round his own party and ses whether it does
not apply to them.

Mr. Moreax: There
employing a State child.

Mr. RIORDAN: None whatever; but
the hon. member tried to infer that the

Labour party were exploiting this depart-
ment. I do not think that anybody can infer
that the man in charge of this department
has not done his dutv in connection with
the letting out of the children under his
charge, or in the giving of State aid. I
have found the department very sympa-
thetic; the closest investigation "has been
made in all cases brought under its potice
by me. I have always found that the officers
were willing to lend a helping hand. I

is no disgrsce in

think therc should not hbe a hard =nd
fast rule in regard to a widow with one
child.  Mly expcrience goes to show that

there is not. I know of some cases of
widows in poor health receiving assistance
There was a case in my own electorate, 1
found in one town a woman with one child
who was in very poor health and was doing

1922—4 &
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a little sewing from which she was earning
10s. or 15:. a week. Acting on the 1ep01t
of a policeman that she was in work, the
department. had her taken off the list. I
pointed out to the department the circum-
stences of the case and’ that the woman
was in poor health, and she was again placed
on the list. We must speak of the depart-
ment as we find it, and 1 fiad that investiga-
tions are made mto these matters on every
occasion. I think consideration should be
given to the wages pald to these children,
and an increase made The money should
not be paid to them as incrcased pocket
money, but should be placed to their credit
in the Savings Bank, so that, when they
reach the age of ecighteen years, iustead
of having £60 or ,870 the amount will be
doubled.  Some hon. members have said
that that is a very handy sum, and that
very few children outside get that oppor-
tunity. There are many bo\s outside who
get that opportunity by obt: ning employ-
ment, and, if they are thrifty, they are
able to put a foew shillings away. We must
realise that these children are suffering from
the loss of their parents, which is a great
loss to them. The annual report of the
director states—

“ Omne clergyman in this State has
recently been publishing the fact that
the State does everything for its children
except to care for their souls. I do
not agree with himy, for I corntend that
the department in gencral, and the
Director as legal guardian., do every-
thing possible to care for the souls of
the State children. No child comes into
our care without enquiries being made
as to his religion. He is then placed
out with a foster-mother, but before she
is allowed to have that child a c]oxgv-
man has to certify that he will exercise
pastoral supervision over any children
sent to her, and that she is, in his
opinion, a fit and proper person to have
control of children. It is the woman’s
dutr to send the children to church or
Sunday school once every Sunday. If
the clergyman exercises that supervision,
I fail to see what more the State could
do for the souls of the children. Thanks
are duc to CGod for the many saiotly
foster-mothers who have for years
mothered many children for the depart-
ment and have excrcised great care for
their souls.”

I think it a shame that people should try
and discredit the department or the children
who are unfortunate enough to have to come

under the control of the State. There is
no crime in being a State child.  When
the children lose their parcnts, they are

given the next best thing. 1 think the
State is looking after fho:o children better
than any charitable institution outside could
look after them, and I hope that the Govern-
ment will continue in the way they have
been doing. I foel sure that the depart-
ment will deal with all cases from a
lhiumanitarian standpoint.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qucenton): T think
it will be agreed that children placed in
the care of the State Childven Denartment
are descrving of the very best treatment
which can be given 1h(\m. They are handi-
capped in_ most cases by having lost one
parent and in some cases by having lost
both. It is the right thing for the “State
as well as for the department to take an
interest in the children. I read a paragraph

Mr, Winstanley.]
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from an old country paper, making a com-
parison between the treatment meted out by
the Btates to children in  Australia and
by the Yoor Law Guardians to children
in the old country, and 1 found that
the child life in Australia was taken at
o greater value than in the older country.
There can be no question about the fact
that as time goes by the Government more
and more recognise their responsibility in
connection with these children. At one time
when children were left orphans the only
place they could be sent to was an orphanage.
There was a sort of barrack system where
they were all treated together with practi-
cally no home influence or home control.
It was because of that experience that the
department thought it would be infinitely
better, when children lost their natural
mother, to place them under a foster-mother
rather than have them in orphanages or
such institutions. If we¢ make a comparison
with the treatment meted out eight or nine
years ago, we find that the treatment fo-day
is far superior. Kight or nine years ago the

maximum amount paid to a woman with
five or six children was 18s. per week. Any-
body who has had anything to do with

the vearing of a family knows that that was
not suflicient even with the low price of
things existing at that time. It was said
at the time that the mother should do some-
thing to assist; but what could a woman
with five or six children do to supplement
her income? The natural mothers and foster-
mothers are in a much better position to-day,
It has been found that the children are well
worth looking after, not only in the interests
of the children themselves, but from the point
ot view that they are the future citizens of
the State. The children are now able to
continue their education and win scholarships
and take their places in the public service
and other avenues like other children.
They are getting much more care and atten-
tion now than they received in days gone
by. At one time they were discharged from
the department on attaining the age of
twelve vears, and they then had to go out
and do the best they could as hired servants,
Now they can remain at school until they
are fourteen years old, and, if thev show any
ability, further consideration is given to them.
All this shows that the children arc being
much better looked after than thev were in
times gone by. There is a feeling in the
winds of some people outside that State chil-
dren are being exploited when hired out.
Some people have written to me saying that
they were not being looked after as they
should be. The ideas in the minds of some
of these pecople were that the children were
not being paid an adequate wage for the
work they did; but it will be admitted
that the wage s not the only consideration.
I: a boy gets into a home where a gool
example is sct him, and where he is made
one of the family and has privileges and
orportunities extended to him, the monetary
consideration is not the only one. There is
an idea in the minds of some of the pconle
that. a bor is made use of for two or thres
vears, and that when he reaches an age
when he is entitled to better payment for his
work he is turned adrift. I made inquiries
at the department, and I ascertained that
every care is taken to sce that the State
children are not exploited.

If they arc employed when they are young,
when they reach an age when they can work,
then they should be paid a reasonable wage.

[Mr. Winstanley.

[ASSEMBLY.]

‘really warranted,

Supply.

If anybody keeps these boys for two or three
years, then it is only rcasonable, when they
give satisfaction——as most of them do—that
they should kecp them on when they have to
pay them. I am quite satisfied that, so far
as it is possible, the inspectors in connection
with the department lock after the bhoys
and see that they get fair treatment. I kuow
some people think the inspectors look after
the boys too much; but the Interests of the
boys, and of the girls, too, arc the very firs
consideration of the department; and, theve-
fore, the Dircctor is justified in sceing that
the children are both well-fed and well-
clothed, and that they get all the things to:
which ther are entitled.

From my own personal knowledge and
observations, I say that the compliment paid
in the report to the foster-mothers is not
too great, and that some of the foster-
mothers set an example that might well be
followed, even by some natural mothers.
Some of them have had children for four
or five years, and although the children
have gone away to employment In vayrious
parts of the State, they keep up a regular
correspondence, and regard the foster-home
as their home, and whenever they come back
they do not fail to visit their foster-mother.
That is one of the very finest compliments
that could be paid to the foster-mothers,
some of whom take on the care of the
children simply from the mother instinct. I
know of one or two who have never had
families of their own, yet they have brpught
up family after famils—four or five children
at a time—for the State. Year after year
they have done this simply because they
like to help the children along. and children
are exceptionally fortunate when they get
in a foster-home of that kind. Although
there may be some instances, as pointed out,
where the department appears to be a bit
harsh, as a whole it gives every consideration
to the boys and girls, and, although com-
parisons may be odious, I have no hesitation
in saying that the interests of the boys and
girls ‘are better looked after than they were
at any previous time in the history of the
State, )

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): From my experl-
ence of cases that I have had anything to do
with. T can only say that the State is fortu-
nate in having a department similar to fhis
which has been instituted for some time to
Jook after the interests of the little ones who
most need it. I am not going to drag into
a question of so much moment to the
“ kiddies ” the slur that was practically cast
bv the hon. member who has just resumed
his scat that some little kudos may be
claimed from the fact that the children are
being looked after to-day by a department
which was established many years ago under
another Administration. The present Govern-
ment have fulfilled their part in looking
after the children, but I want also to point
out that the vote is greater now than under
the last Government because the cost of
living is greater; and, what is more, priva-
tion is greater under this Government. 1
have not raised this point to try and make
capital against the Government. I believe
they are doing their duty.

Mr. Brexyan: Did the Federal Govern-
ment increase the old-age pensions?

Mr. CORSER : They did. The statement
was made yesterday that the State children
are not available in country districts; but
from my experience, in cases where it Is
and where it is to the
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advantage of the children, the department
15 making them available to country dis-
tricts. As I have previously stated. the State
can compliment itself on the administration
of the department.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba):
When speaking this afternoon, I omitted one
matter of importance to persons interested
in this department. 1 do not propose to
mention the name, but the Minister will
know the case to which I refer. In 1920 I
brought up a case where a certain person
was indebted to the department. I was able
to get congideration given to this case, and
later on the amount was reduced. I pointed
out, when speaking in 1920, that the debt

was £40. I addressed a letter to the Minis-
ter a few days ago; I do not know just
what has happened, as I have heard

nothing, but what astonished me was that
the wife of this person came to me with a
bundle of receipts, and said, “I would be
glad if you would reckon these up, as
would like to know what I now owe to the
department.” The receipts had evidently
been collected over a cousiderable period, as
some of them were very dirty, and I said,
“ It will take me some time. You had better
come down at the end of the week, and I
will do it in my spare time.” T went
through the receipts and found that, roughly,
she had paid £37. Then I went along To
the =department, and said, “ By the way,
how much is owing by this person?” The
official said, “ He paid 1bs. the other day.”
1 said, “ He must have nearly paid it off.”
The official replied, “ Oh, no; they owe
nearly £70.” [ ask the Minister to give
some further consideration to this case, as it
is a most serious matter to the man and his
wife. As I pointed out at the time, the
department took this child away for her
own protection. She was causing a good
deal of trouble and anxiety, and the father
of the child thought the best thing to do
was to hand her over to the State. The
child is nearly eighteen vears old now, and
is earning her own livelihood. 8till, there
is this debt against the father, although he
has paid £37 odd. It is not fair that the
department should hold this debt against the
man. I ask the Minister to look into the
matter, and see if he cannot give some
relief. ’

There is another matter that is causing
a large number of people in the State some
concern. On page 10 of the report it is
stated—

*The attentiorn of the public has been
drawn to the employment of children by
entertainers, more particularly on the
stage. Provision is made in the State
Children Acts, 1911 to 1917, section 67,
as follows :—

Some attention needs
to the employment of
theatrical companies,”

I have no objection to ordinary school enter-
tainments, but I object to the children being
engaged 1n our theatres, night after night,
when they probably do not leave the theatre

until after 11 o’clock, some of

{7 pm.] them actually falling asleep, and

some provision should be made
to prevent that. 1 understand that the
department do control them as far as send-
ing them to school s concerned, but that
is not sufficient. If the children have to go
to school in the day, and then to take part
in theatrical performances at night, it is a
hardship to them. I would support the

to be paid
children by
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Government in any restriction they make in
connection with this matter,

I again urge the Minister to consider the
case of the person I have mentioned in con-
nection with the State children’s allowance.

he man concerned has paid £37 odd, and
I think that the case might be reasonably

considered.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): There are
cases of hardship, as the hon. member for
Hast Tcowoomba points out, of arrears in
payment which have mounted up so that it
has become almost impossible for the person
who is liable to pay what is due. I think
the Director is a sympathetic administrator,
and that all the members of the staff of
the department extend sympathy to those
with whom they come in contact. It is one
of the departments where anyone unknown
can waik in and get civility. Where heads
in some departments are concerned, people
have to go with a certain amount of caution,
as, 1f they are not careful, they will gety
their head snapped off at the starb. T thiunk
the State Children Department is onse of
the finest departments in the State. Tt is
very interesting to read the report of 1914-15.
I find, on referring to that report, that the
mstitutions controlled by the S3tate then
were—

1. Diamantina Receiving De:pdt, Wooloo-
win.
2. Infants’ Home, Woolo owin.
8. Reformatory for Boy:s, Westbrook.
4. Receiving Depét, Rosckhampton,
5. Townsville Orphana.ge.
The licensed institutions were—
A.—Controlled by tlae Salvation Army—
L. Industrial Scheol for Girls, Yeronga.
2. Industrial S#&hool for Boys, River.
view.
B.—Controlledi by the Anglican Sisters—
1. Industrizal School for Girls, Clayfield.
2. Home of the Good Shepherd,” Nun-
daky
C.—Controlled by the Roman Catholic
Sisters of Mercy—
Si. Vincent’s Orphanage, Nudgee.
. Meteor Park Orphanage, Neerkol.
. Industrial School for Girls, Nudgee.
. Indwastrial School for Girls, Wooloo-
win,
. Magdalen Asylum (Holy
Retreat), Wooloowin.
The numbers of children in those public

institutions for the year ended 31st De -
ber, 1914, were— eeem

O NN

Cross

Diamantina Receiving Depdt ... 12
Infants’ Home g
Home  of the Good Shepherd,
Nundah <. Ni
St. Vincent’s Orphanage, Nudgee 404
Holy Cross Retreat, Wooloowin ... 28

Industrial School for Girls, Nud-

gee ... i9
Industrial School for Girls, Woo-
loowin 14
Industlrgal School for Girls, Clay-
ald

e
Industrial School for Girls, Ve- &
ronga £6

Industrial School for Boys, River-
view &
Reformatory for Boys, Westbrook 73
Rockhampton Receiving Depdt ... 14
Meteor Park Orphanage, Neerkol 223
Townsville Orphanage . 132
Total ... .. 893

Mr. Brennan.



1204 Sunply.

Altogether there were 5,066 children under
State control in 1814. T will read the figures
in the different instifutions as contained in
the report of the Director for the year 1921
They are as follows:—

Diamantina Recelving Depbt .. 31
Infants’ Home ... 41
Farm Home for Boys, Westbrook 58
Rockhampton Receiving Depdt ... 1%
Townsville Orphanage 101
industrial School for Girls, Ye-
ronga . 27

Industrial School f;)f“(}ir}s; Too-

wong 12
Industrial School for Girls, Rock-
hampton ... e 1
Industrial School for Boys, River-
view 34
&t. George’s Orphanage, Rock-
hampton. ... 17
St. Vincent's Orphanage, Nudgee 470
Meteor Park Orphanage, Neerkol — 232
Industrial School for Girls, Nud-
gee ... e b4
Industrial School for Girls, Woo-
loowin R 2
Ho:ly Cross Retreat, Wooloowin ... 27
Total 1,074

‘We find ficom another table in the report
that the to tal number of children under
State control on 3lst December, 1921, was
7,786. In 1914 .the total amount spent for the
relief of State c¢hildren was £65,513. There
were 5,066 childiren under State control in
that year, which works out at about £12 19s.
per annum per child. TLast year the total
amount spent for- State children was
£185,506, and as thewe were 7,786 children
under State control, tihat works out at £23
15s. per annum per chiild. Hon. members
will sce that we mnearly a'oubled the amouut
provided for State children irrespective of
where they were situated, wihether in orphau-
ages or under State control or with foster-
mothers.

1 quite recognise that the hon. member
for Hast Toowoomba does a lot of useful
work in Toowoomba in fillingr in forms for
mothers and foster-mothers in regard to
obtaining relief for &tate children. These
forms require to be filled in "by a person
acceptable to the department and who knows
the people making the application. Each
caso is investigated by the police. You can
imagine what use it would be for the hon.
member for East Toowoomba having to fill
in these forms on the previous estimate of
£12 195, per child as againsy £23 185s. granted
by this Government, or an increase of 100
per cent, We can only compare it to the
old-age pensions granted by the Federal
Government. The Federal Government in
office since the war broke out have been
opposed to the Labour party. In 1914 the
old-age pension was 12s. 6d. per week, and
they mcreased it to 15s. per week, as com-
pared with our increase to State children of
100 per cent. Previously a'mother or foster-
mother was allowed 5s. for the first child,
4s. for the second, and 3s. for the third, and
no matter how many children were in the
family the total amount must not exceed
18s. per week. This Government made pro-
vision for 10s. for each child, or an average
of 9s. 6d. per child under fourteen years of
age, no matter how many children in the
family., That is the greatest tribute that
can be paid to the Labour Government. If
the Government did nothing else but increase
this amount for unfortunate children aiter
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the breadwinuner has been taken away, they
deserve the thanks of the community. If for
no other reason than that, the mothers and
foster-mothers of the State children must
thank the Government for what they have
done, and not individual members. The
members of a party who fill in these forms
are doing some sort of clerical work; but
the real benefit they receive must be attri-
buted to the humane Government in power,
who increased the allowance from £12 19s.
per child to £23 15s. 6d. It iz all very well
to find fault with administration, but would
the Opposition dare to take away these
allowances ?
Mr. Corser: They instituted them.

Mr., BRENNAN: The Labour Government
increased the amount by 100 per cent., whilst
in the same time the Federal Government
only increased the old-age pensions from 12s.
6d. to 18s. per week. Haa the old-age pen-
sions been increased in the same ratio, they
would have been raised to £1 5s. That is
the only comparison one can make. Had
the State aid for children been Increased
merely in the same proportion as the Federal
old-age pensions were increased by the Tory
Government in the Federal Parliament, the
mothers—some of whom have five or six chil-
dren—would not be nearly so well off as they
are. It is all very well for hon. members
to say to their electors, “ I got you State
aid; I got you the old-age pension” I
know hon. members who get hairping for
ladies, but the people ought to ask them-
selves, “ Who gave us the increase? Who
gave us the facilities to benefit?”” Members
of Parliament become strict politicians, and
all they are troubling about iz holding their
seats., They will tell the electors anything
at all. I want the electors fo understand
that no member of Parliament could have
got them more than £12 19s. per child had
it not been for the Labour Government, who
increased the allowance to £23 15s. 6d. Any-
body can fill in a form—a justice of the peace
is qualified to do that—and the people must
not be led astray by politicians who say,
“ So-and-so did not do this. I did it for
you.”” 1 want them to understand that not
the person who fills in a form but the
Government who are pledged to give the
best possible benefits to these unfortunate
children are responsible for these increases.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 thick all hon.
members will appreciate the tribute which
the hen. -member for Toowocomba has just
paid to the hon. member for East Too-
woomba. We all know that there is no
member in this Chamber who pays more
attention to the needs of his electors in
regard to State aid than the hon. member
for East Toowoomba.

The SecrersRY ForR Mings: You should say
‘“in all cases—deserving and undeserving.”

Mr. VOWLES: That is a matter for the
department to determine. I think the report
is a very good one. Hverybody appreciates
the good work the department is doing in
regard to the children of the State. It is
a good thing to see a principle which was
established by a previous Government being
carried forward, and to find the department
keeping abreast of the times. When criticisms
and comparisons are made; and we are told
what is being given to-day towards the upkeep
of State children, there is one question which
hon. members opposite always forget to men-
tion. It is a question which they push into
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the forefront when dealing with other matter
more particularly A1b1trat10u Court awalds,
that is, the increase in the cost of living since
1914, more parsicularly during the last few
vears,

My, BRENNAN: Has the increase amounted
to more than 100 per cent,?

Mr. VOWLES: In some cases it has. If
that point is to be laboured in connection with
wages, it is as well for hon. members to be
honest and to realise that it is a factor which
has to be taken into consideration when
dealing with the virtues of the Government
in granting so much monev for the mainten-
ance of State children last year.

Reference has been made to parents not
having kept their promises to the depart-
ment 1n connectlon with the payment for the
upkeep of their children. T had a remarkable
case recently in Dalby, in which a man was
more than £100 in arrcars in his payments
for the maintenance of a child. I think the
department is almost as culpable as he to
allow the arrears to run well over three
figures. When it gets to that stage it is
almost hopeless for a working man fo make
up the arrcars, especially whsn work 1s not
available to enable him to carry out his obli-
gations. Men are brought before the court,
ordered to pay a certain sum on account and
to enter into an arrangement in regard to
the balance. Those arrangements ave specu-
lative, because they are dependent upon the
future and the prospects of work being
obtained. The man to whom I referred has
this year had only one month’s work. He has
a4 mother to look after, and has incurred
obligations with respect to the building of a
house, which he must observe or lose the
moncy he has already paid. He is being
harassed by summons¢s from the State Chil-
dren Department, and is being asked to
enter into some arrangement for payment.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :

Mr. VOWLES: He is a single man with a
mother in a delicate state of heslth, and he
has no funds other than the wages he can
carn. In such cases, when the account has
gotie back over a period of six years, it would
be a good thing and would give a little
encouragentent to a man if the Minister were
to_empower the Director to put the thing on
a business basis and make some new arrange-
ment. In this case the man got a month’s
w01k as a carpenter in the country. IIe had
to leave the work to go into court to answer
a charge of neglect to pay the maintenance.
His only chance of paying was to carry on the
work he was doing. The Minister should try
and do something to make the position a
little Jess hard for the person affected.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): Having had
a good deal to do with these cases, T know
that the people in the North are differently
situated to those in the South. The head
office being in the South, the Minister is
casily approached in regard to Southern
cases. In the North it is quite different.
On very few cccasions has the department
turned down applications of this kind for
rclief. In some cases where the department
has refused children any further relief, it
has, after full investigation, decided to con-
tinue such relief. T recollect one hard case
where a widow obtained work beyond Clon-
curry. Immediately she obtained work no
further relief was allowed for the child, but
after consultation and communication with

Is he married?

{6 SEPTEMBER.]

Suppty 1205

the Home Secrctary, I was able to again
obtain relief for that child. I would ask
the department not to be hasty in dis-
continuing this relief. I know the hardship
that these people have to endure while they
are rcceiving State relief, and I think it is
unfair that they should be at any time sud-
denly deprived “of it. The method of obtain-
ing information is through the police, but
they may not have full knowledge of the
particular case. The police simply go along
and ask the mother where she is going to
work and what she is going to rcceive. The
Director naturally thinks, acting upon the
report, that it is a case where no more aid
should be given. I would ask that each case
be considered on its merits before relief is
discontinued.

At one time some children ran away from
the orphanage at Townsville, and the super-
intendent there was considered by some
people to blame for it. The department
instituted an inquiry, and it was found that
the children did not run away because of
any treatment at the orphanage, but because
of the treatment that they received from
one of the masters in the school they
attended. The inquiry had the effect of
altering that gentleman’s manner in regard
to the chlldlen The children receive every
care and attention it is possible te give
them. They march along to school in the
morning and home again at night, and occa-
sxona]ly have a free entertainment at the
pictures. Whenever the waterside workers
or the Labour committee in Townsville hokd
any sports or demonstration, they take out
all the children from the orphanage and
give them a recal good day free of cost. The
voungsters thoroughly enjoy the outing, and
they all go home_ with some prize, either in
cash or in the shape of a little toy. The
department also considers boys who are
inclined to be smart. 1 know of an institu-
tion where a lad showed a good deal of
brilliancy in carpentering, and he was seut
to the Technical College, and I understand
he is turning out a very smart lad. The
inspector at Lownsville takes lads into kLis
office and tries to teach thom a little bit of
office work, and they appreciate that very
much. From what I can hear in Townsville,
the youngsters are well satisfied with the
treatment they are getting. I think it would
be advisable if some sort of trade classes,
such as carpentering and blacksmithing, or
something like that, weve established at the
olphandge to enabie the lads to learn those
trades. We know that they are able to
learn a little about gardening and a little
in connection with farming. That is very
useful to the lads, and it Lceps them cut of
mischief. They arc able to do a Jot of use-
ful work. I am in agreement with the homn.
member for Bowen that the wages paid to
these children when farmed out to different
people are too low. I know that the Arbitra-
tion Act does not allow children to come
within the scope of the Act, because they
are distinctly debarred from coming within
the scope of any award.

The SecRETARY FOR MINES :
age.

Mr. DASH: I understood that was so
while they were in the care of the State. The
wages that are paid to these voungsters are
not sufficient.

Under a certaiu

Mr. J. Joxes: What are the wages paid?

My. Dask.]
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Mr. DASH : The wages are—

“ Between fourteen and fifteen years—
boys, 4s. per week; girls, 2s. per week—
with food and clothing.

¢ Between fiftcen and sixteen years—
boys. 6s. per week : girls, 3s. 6d. per week
—with food and clothing.

“ Between sixteen and seventeen years
—boys, 8s. per weel; girls, 55, per weck
—with food and clothing.

“ Between seventeen and  eighteen
vears—boys, 10s. per week; girls, 6s. 6d.
per week—with food and clothing.”

Eight :hillings a week is not a sufficient
wage for a lad between sixteen and seventeen
years of age. Most of these lads work very
hard in any occupation they are put to, and
the number of applicants received by the
department for the lads goes to show that
the demand is far in excess of the supply.
The people know that this is the cheapest
kind of labour they can get, and it is to be
hoped the Government will see fit to increase
the rates. T have no objection to the depart-
ment sceing that the wages are banked cach
week to the credit of the boys and girls.
That is the best method we can adopt,
because then we know that they are saving
a few pounds. These orphans should have
every possible facility in connection with
education, as they are under a big handicap
through not having the carve of a parent;
and, therefore, they are entitled to the most
humane treatment it is possible to give them.
We know that some of the lads who are
farmed out do not get too good treatment
from what we hear, while some of the girls
sent out to service get very rough treatment
indeed. They have to slave from morning
to night doing housework, and it is to be
hoped that, when they arc farmed-out in
this way, the inspectors will now and again
call round to see how they are getting on,
and not leave it to some person %o come
along to the department and lodge a
complaing.

I wish to thank the officers of the depart-
ment for their sympathetic treatment of the
cases 1 have brought before their notice,
and I hope that they will give every case
sympathetic treatment.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): 1 agree with the
hon. member for Albert, who prefaced his
remarks by saying that this is one of the
most important departments controlled by the
Home Sccretary. The hon. member for East
Toowoomba quoted from a speech I
delivered in this House some years ago when
the Old-age Pensions Bill was introduced,
in which I advocated that pensions should
be paid as a right, and that persons who
were willing to accept the pensions should
have one qualification, and one qualification
only, and that is age. I thought so in those
days, and when I look back to that speech, I
find I have nothing to take from it, because I
believe they were words of wisdom.

Mr. T. R. Roperts: I thought so myself
once.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 1
would like to see, as far as possible, charity
eliminated from these institutions—old-age
pensions, State Children Department, and
similar institutions. I would like to say at
the outset that I take the responsibility in
connection with some of the cases that have
been brought up during this debate, for the
reason that, as the Home Secretary had a
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lot to do in looking after other branches of
his department during the last financial year,
T have done certain work In connection with
State children, and any decisions that hon.
members are not satisfied with are really
my decisions.

Mr., T. R. Rosurts: I ought to have been
after you before.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I hope

the hon. member will make himself clear
on the matter. In the office the Minister
has to give personal attention to these
matters. My experience of the gentleman

who has control of the department is that
he has administered his department firmly
and also sympathetically, and is quite willing
to deal with any deserving case.

The hon. member for East Toowoomba
brought up the case of the control of a child
the father of which had been ordered se
pay 10s. a week. The fathevr was sentenced
to six months’ imprisonment for failing to
comply with the order of the court. The
Home Seeretary had him  released from
imprizonment, but decided that he should
pay the future maintenance of his own child,
which was an uncontrollable child. He was
carning £21 a month, and was willing to

pay. [e has paid £37 odd, and

[7.30 p.m.] therc 1is still about £34 to pay.

he hon. member for Tast Too-
woomba has asked us to wipe that amount
off. Surely the father of the child has some
obligation? He has made no application
for exemption from payment.

Mr. TU R. Roserrs: Ile has through me.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A poli-
tician steps into the office, and asks for this
in order to make himself popular in his
electorate,

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS:
fair.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
is the only couclusion one can come to.

Mr. T. R. RoserTs: You know that is not
the case at all. You ave asking the father

That is not so. Be

That

to pay another £30.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
father has some obligation.

Mr. T. R. RoBerTs: Be fair, and say
swhat the judgment against him was. The

judgment was for £40. He thought that,
when he paid that £40, he would have paid
all. and you arc pow asking him for another

£30.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: IHe
must be in debt.
Mr. T. R. RoBerRTs: Yes, but that £30

accrued afterwards.

The SECRITARY FOR MINES: The
child was discharged some time ago, or

¢lse the amount would be more than that.
If it is a deserving case it will receive
the consideration of the Dircctor, and will
receive my consideration. I do not agree
with the hon. member for Albert or the hon.
member for Rast Toowoomba in their state-
ments that the department has been inhu-
manely administered. When those hon.
members were sitting on this side in past
years, the greatest amount they spent on
the orphan children in the State was a
little over £131,000, and we are providing
£196,000 this year.
Hon. J. G. AppPEL:
increased since then.

The numbers have
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Surely

there is nothing in the charge that the
department is being administered unsym-
pathetically.

Hon. J. G. AppEs: I said it was inhuman
to take the allowance away in connection
with this one child.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: My
consideration is only going to be given to
the child. We take into consideration the
benefit of the child. In connection with the
«cases mentioned by the hon. member for

Dalby, we say that the pavent has some
obligation to keep his own child.
My, VowLes: Why did you let it accu-

mulate, and not take action long ago?

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: In the
casc the hon. member mentioned the person
agrecd to pay the department £10 and 7s. a
week., He had £100 in the bank which he
withdrew and paid to his brother for some-
thing else.

Mr. Vowres: He did not.
not belong to him.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No,
because he owed it to some other member
of his family. We have wined out hundreds
of pounds in cases where there was no hope
of getting it. I think hon. members oppo-
site will agree that the father has some
obligation in regard to his child, and that
15 a good principle to lay down. The hon.
member for Rockhampton raised the point
that the natural mother of the child should
have the same concession granted her as
the foster-mother. It is well known that
the foster-mother has the right to go to a
medical officer if the child is sick and have it
treated, but the natural mother has not the
same right, for the reason that, when the
child is an orphan, it becomes really a
State child in the true sense of the word,
and it is the obligation of the State to
provide it with medjcal treatment when it
ts sick, but, when it has a mother, that
obligation certainly rests on her.

Hon. J. G. AppEL: That has been the
policy of the department.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Tt has

been the policy of the department for vears,
as the hon. member knows.

The £100 did

The question of widows was raised by the
hon. member for Albert and also the hon.
member for Mount Morgan. There is no
definite rule laid down for a widow with
ore child. There is nothing in the Director’s
report to say that a widow with one child
shall not receive assistance. All cases are
considered on their merits, and we take into
consideration the ability of the mother to
pay when coming to a decision.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: You say that in the
report, but we want something else.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It
would have to be laid down definitelsy in
the Act as to how the department should
act. There is nothing in the Act to say
what income a widow shall reccive before
she is to be deprived of State child allow-
ance. The hon. member for Toowoomba
also said that we had sidestenped certain
questions when answering them. but there
has been no sidestepping so far as the
Home Secretary is concerned.

Mr. T. R. Roerrrs: You did not give
full information.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: ‘lne
hen. member probably did not direct his

questions properly. I have not scen the
questions.

Hon. J. G. ApperL: Do T understand the
Minister to say that he will review the
case of any widow with one child which
is brought up?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: (er-
tainly ; we do not know. Each case will be
considered entirely on its merits. We regard
it as our duty as a Government to do our
best for the orphan children of this State
In administering this department we have not
taken into consideration some things which
our predeccessors did, but we recognise every
child born in the State as a real asset to the
State, and we consider it is our duty teo
encourage it to live and grow up to become
a healthy man or woman, as the casc may be.
(Hear, hear!) It is our duty as a Govern-
ment to sce that the child is properly clothed
and fed and educated, and given a chance
in life to become a good man or woman and a
good citizen.

Mr. T. R. RoBERTS: Don’t you think we
did that, too?

Hon. J. G. AveeL: Of course, we did.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am not
making any charge against our predecessors
in office; but I do not think that hon. mem-
bers opposite should make a charge against
me or against the Government and say thag
we are inhumanly administering the depart-
ment. The department looks on every Queens
land-born child as an asset, and we should
sec that that child has a chance in life. I
appreciate the compliments paid to the depart-
ment by members on both sides of the House
regarding the care of the children and their
education. All we consider is the children,
and we will continue to give them a chance
in life.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): One issuc has
been raised in regard to the State children
that does not scem to be quite right. I
listened to the remarks of members of the
Opposition, and they were candid enough to
admit that the Government have done the
right thing in conneection with this depart-
ment. Those remarks of the Opposition alone
were quite sufficient to show that the Govern-
ment are doing good work, because they
single this out as the one department wheve
the Government have done right and which
has given good results. I have to compliment
the women at the Wooloowin Home for the
good work they are doing in connection with
the treatment of State children. The efforts
of the women and staff generally must be
fully appreciated by anyone who knows any-
thing of the good work they are doing. They
take charge of unfortunate children who are
left on the doorstep overnight, so to speak.
They arc  kiddies”” not wanted by anybody,
in some cases © kiddies” whose mothers can-
not afford to look after them, and in other
casos parentless children.  In  the first
instance the good women at this home receive
the children like a little bundle of rags, and
then turn them out as happy boys and girls.
That is one of the best advertiscments that
the womenfolk of that institution can get.
They have given the whole of theix lives to
that sort of thing, and the way they look
after the children who come under their care
is a credit to them.

There was one remark made by the hon.
member for Albert with which I do not agree.
and I hope the Minister wul pay somu

Mr. Weir,;
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attentionn to my criticism. I refer to his
remarks about the woman with one child, and
where he referred to the mother’s interest
in the child, It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to take the full responsibility for such
a child. As soon as the breadwinner is gone,
the duty of looking after that child should
devolve upon the State, We must not culti-
vate the spirit that tells us that the mother
must assume the responsibility, and I hope
that spirit will no* be found crecping into
this department. I think the department is
doing good work, but there is another side of
the State children question that we must
continue to develop. It has developed a good
deal since my time, and we can develop it
still further. I remember when T was a lad
going to school in Townsville that the State
child was not given a chance at all. I know
that other hon. members have had the same
experience. I used to attend the North
Ward School in Townsville and I know
some of the State children could have taken
scholarships, but they were mnot given a
chance. They had to go to work as soon as
they rcached the age of fourteen years.

Mr. Grepsox: Thirteen years?

Mr. WEIR : Yes, thirtcen years it was then.
They were not allowed to sit for the scholar-
ship examination for the ohbvious reason that,
if they won a scholarship, they would shut
out someone e¢lse, there being then no pro-
vision for maintaining these children by the
State after the then ' work™ age of thirtcen

vears. I am very glad we have altered
thut systen. T want to sce the education
of the State children developed further.

I would like to sec a State child obtain a
University degree if he has the intellect to win
it. If a State child has an unusual amount of
intelligence we should develop that intelli-
gence, If any member comes across a State
child of that description, I hope that he will
get the ear of the Minister, who will see that
thnt child’s education is properly developed.
The more protection we can give to the
State child the better. If there is sufficient
finance, I know that my boy will have a
reasonable chance of getting a good =duca-
tion. What he gcts because he has parental
control the State child should also get. The
State child should not be debarred because he
has no father. The State child is handicapped
cnough through having to study under a
different set of conditions to that of the boy
whose parents are alive. A boy who has a
father can get his help in doing his lessons
at night, and he can study under conditions
much more advantageous to him than are
offered to a State child, We know that the
atmospherc in a home is much better for a
boy with parents, and he can always get a
lift over some temporary hurdle. The State
child has to study in some cases in a worse
atmosphere in a workhouse or orphanage or
in a foster-mother’s home, and that is not
conducive to good studv. TIf a State child
shows intelligence enough there is no telling
what he may become in the future. I was
rear~d alongside an orphanage at Towns-
ville, and I met State children in the North
Ward School there. I know that some of
them would have become cminent citizens if
they had had a chance. We may produce an
Edison or a Dr. McCormick from some of our
State children if they are only given a
chance. I might mention the case of a State
child in Townsville, who is well known fo
the hon. member for Mundingburra. He
grew up under the care of a good old

[Mr. Weir.
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Christian  Salvationist. I say *“good
Christian” because he was one of those men
who worked from daylight until dark and
then started to grind the organ for hours at
night. The boy ran away from that man,
and the police found him at 5 o’clock in the
morning hiding in a concrete trough. The
police gave him the option of going to

gaol or going back to his employer. The
boy said he would sooner go to gaol
than go back to that employer. He did not

go to gaol however, as another man in Towns-
ville took pity and took charge of him. That
i3 the case where a boy preferred to go to
gaol rather than go back to work for that
man. I hope that the departmental inspec
tors will not tolerate any treatment like that,
of State children. The boys and girls under
State control must be looked after. Nothing
like thab occurs in my own district. but 1t
i3 likely to occur in any district. Let
us see that our inspectors put a stop to it.
Tet the inspectors know that they have all
the force of the Government behind them
when they insist that the State children shall
get fair treatment. I congratulate the Min-
ister on the good work he has done. The
amount of the Estimate shows the good work
that is being done by this department. It
means that thousands of lives are being saved
to the State, which would otherwise be lost
in early childhood. I hope the Minister will
take notice of my refer:nces to the one child
mother and the necessity for developing the
intelligence of these boys and girls.

How. J. G. APPEL (dlbert): I want it to
be distinctly understood that I certainly cast
no reflection on the department. After
coming in contact with the officers of the
department right from the head to the inspec-
tors, I know that they have the interests of
the children at heart.

Mr. Wemr: I will
(Laughter.) )

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am not apologising
at all. I know that the Director is sympa-
thetic, but the whole policy is regulated by
the Minister. I desire to pay this tribute
to those officers with whom for so many years
I came into contact, and T can only say that.
if they arc left alone to carry out their
duties. they will do so efficiently and for the
benefit of the children entrusted to their
care.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Puddington) : The hon. member for
Maryborough has raisad the question of
State children’s education. I desire to mention
that some of them have won scholarships
and been educated at high schools and at
grammar schools, although none of them
has reached the University yet. The policy
of the department is to endeavour to encour-
age them in this dircction as far as possible.

Hon. J. &. ArperL: Will the hon. gentleman
wlso sav that the late XK. M. Grant gave the
Director these powers when he was Sccretary
for Public Instruction?

Question put and passed.

accept your apology.

STEAMER ‘‘ OTTER.”
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J Jones, Paddington): I beg to move—
“That £4,753 be granted for ¢ Stecamer
¢ Otter.” 7
There is a reduction in the vote of £537.
That is due to reduced cost of coal, stores,
repairs, and overhaul.
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Hox. J. G. APPEL (dibert): I think that
this vote deserves a little remark in view of
the large number of persons carried by the
“Otter,” and it is not out of place to express
the appreciation of the Committce for the
invariable courtesy and care which the cap-
tain and crew of the vessel display towards
their passengers, so that it has always been
a pleasure to travel by her,

HoxourasLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Question put and passed.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.

J. Jones, Puddington): I beg to move—
“ That £31,450 be granted for ¢ Miscel-
laneous Services (Sub-division).””

. Hon. members will observe that there is an
increase in this vote of £5,000. We are ask-
ing for £5,000 this year for the destruction
of prickly-pear instead of £1,000.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Are you satisfied
with the work that is being done?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In the
destruction of pear generally?

Mr. J. H. C. RoserTs: Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
I think a good deal more can be done than
has been done in the past. The Premier a
few nights ago mentioned that it is proposed
to assist in the establishment of a board to
deal with this pest.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS:
£1.000 last year?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes;
I think we spent more than that. The hon.
member for Burnctt will bear e out that
the Rawbelle and Auburn shires have done
very good work on the roads under their
control. Probably the Government have done
more to eradicate prickly-pear than any other
Government. I take some little eredit in the
matter, because the State arsenic mine was
established solely to assist in the eradication
of prickly-pear. I am sure the hon. member
will bear me out that we have done very good
work by supplying cheap arsenic.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: This vote is for the
purpose of cradicating the pest through the
local authorities?

The SECRETARY #OR MINES: The
Home Department has been subsidising the
local authorities for prickly-pear destruction.

At 7.57 p.m.,

Mr. DunsTaN (Gympic), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, rclieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): 1 would like a
little information from the Minister as to
the items in this vote. I notice that the
amount for the destruction of prickly-pear
is to be increased from £1.000 to £5.000.
The other night we voted £2.000 for prickly-

Did you spend the

pear destruction in the Chief Secrctary’s
Tstimates.
Myr. Comser: That is for the Common-

wealth Prickly-pear Commission.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member may get
to be a Minister with very radical views
some day, but at present he is more conserva-
tive than his father. (Laughter.) I should
like to know where that £5,000 is going to
be spent. Then I noticc a grant to the
Creche and Xindergarten Association of
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Quecensland of £1,100.  Does that associa-
tion operate outside Brisbane? There is
also a vote of £200 to the Alexandra Home
at Coorparoco. Is that purely a home for
the metropolis also? Then there are other
votes for the metropolitan area, and I would
like to know what services the institutions
concerned perform to the community. There
is a vote of £200 to the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty, Brisbane. Cruelty to
what ? Cruelty to human beings or to dumb
animals? There is also a vote of £50 to the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, Towns-
ville,  Townsville must be a fairly decent
place if they require only £50.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J Jones, Puddington): The amount placed
on the Istimates last vear to provide sub-
sidies to local authorities for prickly-pear
destruction was £1,000, and the total amount
expended was £1,786 6s. 9d. I think we can
justify that expenditure. The principal sub-
sidies were—Fitzroy Shire Council, £290 Is.
5d.; Gayndah Shire Council, £84 Ts. 11d.;
Rawbelle Shire Council, £832 0s. 11d.;
Rosenthal Shire Council, £370 16s. 8d.;
Tarampa Shire Council, £208 2s. 11d.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: Do you subsidise
the councils £1 per £17

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 am very
pleased that the Minister has inereased this
vate, Discussing the Estimates last year
T complained that the vote had been reduced

to  £1,000. Since that time

[8 p.m.] certain action has been taken

on behalf of the shires in
my clectorate. 'The Rawbelle Shire went
so far as to communicate with a number of
other shires, with the result that Rawbelle,
Gayndah, Degilbo, Tarampa, Bungil, Fitz-
roy, Livingstone, and Rosenthal  councils
decided to approach the Home Secretary

and request an inerease in this vote. Un-
- - o -
fortunately, the Iome Secretary was So

anwell that he asked that the interview be
delayed. We are sorry that he is not well
enough even mow to listen to the apprecia-
tion of his action in fulfilling his promise.
Tie intimated that, whilst it was impossible
for him to sce us, arrangements had been
made to meet our desire. and an increased
amount would be provided. This vote 1s a
credit to the Home Department, which is
the only department ir the State that has
done anything practical in the direction of
saving from the ravages of the pear the
lands vested in it.

The SEcRETARY FOR MINES: You are wrong
there.

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to tres-
pass on my rights by referring to the inaction
of the Lands Department. Since 1911-12 the
Flome Department has provided no less a
sum than £33,400. The provision of this
money was made possible by the late Home
Secretary, the hou. member for Albert, who
administered it beneficially. Tt has been of
such great advantage that in the Burnett
district up to the present time the local
authoritics have spent £18,736 in clearing
roads and reserves infested with the pear,
half of which the ratepayers found.
That has been a benefit to travelling stock,
and to the struggling individual who has
had to live alongside il and observe the
conditions of the land laws by keeping his
place free from infestation. It is a shame

My, Corser.]
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that Crown lands are not similarly treated.
They are #eed-beds, and lead to the reinfesta-
tion of the holdings of people who are com-
pelled by law to keep their places clean—
people who are being drained in body and
soul, as well as financially, in an endeavour
to keep their places clear of the pest. It
is a pleasure to find that £5,000 is being
appropriated. The shire of Auburn applied
to be brought under the section of the Act
that provides for the proclaiming of clearable
areas. Certain divisions of that shire are
easily clearable. When they made applica-
tion to the Home Department, the depart-
ment refused to malke the proclamation.
Until it is made, they are not entitled to
any subsidy.  Fortunately, after many
representations had been made, the Auburn
shire received £300 lasi year to cover some
expenses which had beer incurred. I hope
that, with the increase in the vote, the
Auburn Shire will be included in the clear-
able area, so that the ratepayers, who are
prepared to go on with the good work of
clearing the roads, may be enabled to secure
a subsidy from tho grant.

The hon. member for Bowen referred to
the vote of £2,000 which was passed in an
earlier IEstimate in connection with the
clearing of prickly-pear, It must be remem-
bered that that sum is for scientific investi-
gation ihrough the Commonwealth Bureau
of Science and Industry. Some years ago,

country members—including  the  then
Labour member for Normanby, to-day a
reformed and advanced member of the

Country party—(laughter)—made representa-
tions to the then Premier (Mr. Ryan) to
secure that vote of £2,000 to the Bureau
of Science and Industry, provided that New
South Wales made available £2,000 and the
Commonwealth £4,000 a year. That £8,000
has been appropriated from year to year
in an endeavour to find, through the Bureau
of Secience and Industry, some means of
coping scientifically with the pear. Until
we do it by some cheap means, the greater
part of our huge pear-infested territory will
remain waste land. I think that the people
dy not pay sufficient regard to the amount
of trouble that will be caused to those who
arc to come after us. Coensidering that eight
vears ago it was claimed that we had
50,000,000 acres under pear, and that the
menace was expanding at the rate of 1,000,000
acres every year, we might fairly say that
we now have something like 40,000,000 acres
of pear-infested country. We would spend
a large amount of money to stop an invader
from any other country coming along and
taking our country—though he might develop
it. How much more, then, should we try
to prevent this pest rendering our country
absolutely worthless? It is a great pity that
we cannot remove this question from party
politics and settle ourselves to a solution
of the problem. We are too fond of shoving
it aside. It is sad to go through our
beautiful territory and find that reinfesta-
tion has rendered the past work of the
pioneer worthless. Thousands of acres in
every direction are being rendered useless.
It is pleasing to note that some action is
being taken with regard to the establishment
of a board. I hope that the Government
will not delay its creation. It has been
advocated by us for many vears. When
established, it should be removed from party
solities.  The members should have full
authority to work in the best interests of the
State, and there should be no red-tape in

(M. Corser,
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granting concessions to people who are pre-
pared to clecar areas which can be used as
buffer areas to prevent the spread of the
pest. Assistance should be given to people
living round the pear areas, so that they
might clear their lands, which then would
become buffer areas. Do not deny to scien-
tific investigation the few thousand pounds
which are essential to rid the State of the pest.

My, Brexnan: How many stations have
already been wiped out by the pear?

Mr. CORSER: Quite a number, and far
more secttlers.  We should appoint a Com-
mission to look thoroughly into the spread

. of pear and the trouble and hardship that it

is causing to struggling people who are try-
ing to fulfil certain conditions. We should
give more time in Parliament to considering,
from a non-party point of view, what is the
best to be done in this direction.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1 think the
grant of £200 to the Alexandra Home, Coor-
paroo, is money well spent. That home is
doing splendid work for babies and young
children. I am pleased that the Govern-
ment are continuing the grant to the Salva-
tion Arrmay Rescue Home for Discharged
Prisoners. I think that that money is also
money well spent. No doubt, the work that
institution is doing will help Queensland,
because it will help to assist those who arc
down and out, and will enable them to be
replaced in soclety again when otherwise
they would probably go to the wall.

I desire particularly to draw attention to
the endowment for benevolent societies. I
do not think that they arc doing the work
that they ought to do, or that the money is
being used in a way that it should be used.
About a fortnight ago I saw a report of the
Brisbane Benevolent Society in the paper,
which report pointed out that something like
£206 was spent in relief and that £101 had
been incurred in expenses. I thought there
must have been some mistake, and that,
instead of £206, 1t must have been £2,000,
and that the expenses were £101. I got a
report from the society, and I found that
for the year the subscriptions were £161 Ts.
1d., and the cxpenses were £101 13s. 8d.,
less a refund of £1 1s., leaving £100 12s. 8d.
in expenses. The Government subsidy was
£109 13s. 6d. I do not think it is a good
policy to pay £1 to receive £1 10s. as is
being done by this society. Of the money
collected to relieve the stress in Brisbane, I
find that £300 has been put into war loan
bonds, and that interest is being drawn from
it. I do not think the Government give
subsidies to people to be put into war loan
on which to receive intercst. I sec that the
vote is continued again this year. I think
some inquiry should be made into the manner
in which the money is spent. It should be
spent straight out on people in distress. We
find that the balance in the bank is £139
16s. 4d., and in the Savings Bank £201, or
a total of £340 16s. 4d., yet that society is
drawing a subsidy from the Government. We
have been told by hon. members opposite
that there is a great deal of distress in
Brisbane, and if the Government are pre-
pared to grant subsidies for the purposes of
relicf, why should the societies invest £300
in a war loan and have practically £340 in
the bank? The Government should not have
to advance money to swell bank balances or
war loan investments. That is not the idea
at all. The money should be spent on relief
and given to the people who need it.
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Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The amount
appropriated last yecar under this vote was

£26,4560. I would like to know to whast
items this amount refers. On locking

through the records for last year 1 find that
there was no appropriation for the Creche
and Kindergarten Association, Queensland,
the Institute of Social Service, the Salvaiion
Army Rescue Home, or the Society for Pre-
vention of Cruelty. Either that mmoncy was
not used or it was not appropriated by Par-
lament. I cannot find anything last year
having any reference to it. I find a lot of
discrepancies under other votes, more par-
ticularly as to the number on the staff. I
have already mentioned this in connection
with the vote for the relief of aboriginals.

In connection with the vote for destruction
of prickly-pear, it would scem to me that
where there 1s =parse pear the local authori-
ties do not seem to be aware of the condi-
tions under the ILocal Authorities Act,
whereby ther cobtain a subsidy on money
which is intended for the ervadication of pear
in certain areas,

The SrcrETARY 1OR Mixes: With regard to
the question of the votes this year not being
stated under ¢ Aliscellancous Services’ In
the Istimates last year, I would polnt out
to the hon. gentleman that the items have
been rcarranged.

Mr. VOWLES: The local authorities do
not =eem to be aware of the powers existing
under the Act.

Mr. BrExxAN : The Rosenthal and Tarampa
shives do.

Mr. VOWLES: In Dalby we got rid of
all the pear in the municipality. I know the
Tarampa Shire Council did a certain

amount of work, but I do not know that
they have done all the work that should be
done. Anyone who travels up and down the
railway line will notice pear growing in the
vicinity of the park at Ipswich. It is a
scandalous thing to have prickly-pear grow-
ing almost in the heart of an important city
like Ipswich. The matter should be brought
before the local authority, so that they will
be compelled to get rid of the pear. Once
it starts to sced we do not know where it is
going to end. Prickly-pear looks very inno-
cent when it is growing, but when the seed-
ing process starts, the trouble begins, and
you cannot block it. I am glad that the
vote has been increased from £1.000 to
£5.000, and I trust that the local authorities
will take the advantage afforded to them in
that direction.

Reference has been made to the accumula-
tion of funds by benevolent societies. T do
not think it is fair to criticise them without
knowing the reasons why this is dene,

The Sz RETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The mones is voted for relief cach year. It
is given for the purpose of relieving distress
for that particular year.

Me. VOWLES: If that is so, then the
money should be spent, more particularly in
very deserving cases.

At 8.21 p.m.,

The Cuarraax resumed the chair.

Mr. VOWLES: I would like some infor-
‘mation with regard to the grant of £200 to
the Institute of Soctal Service. That is one
of those peculiar items that we sce in the
Estimates, We saw recently from the papers
where a similar institution in Toowoomba
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was receiving benefit from the proceeds of
garabling under a permit from the Depart-
wment of Justice, and the moncy was used
for electioncering purposes.

Mr. T. R. Roserts: That was a different
thing altogether, That was educational, not
social.

My, VOWILES: I am very pleased to hear
that. It scems a strange thing to me that
£50 should be set down as a grant to the
Society for Prevention of Cruelty, Towns-
ville. while humane societies in other Lmpor-
tant cities do not require to be subsidised.
What oceasion is there for Townsville
recciving £50, and other important towns
receive nuthing at all? It scems rather a
veflection that Brisbane and Townsville are
the only two cities in Queensland that require
subsidising in order to make the people
more humane.

The Secrerary forR Mines: I presume
there are no socicties in the other cities.

Mr. VOWLES: It scoms to me rather
remarkable that other important places, sach
as Toowoomba, Ipswich, and Rockhampton.
have mno societies for the prevention of
ruelts.

Mr. (JrEpsex: The Brisbane society works
up the line.

Mr. VOWLES: With regard to the grant
to the Salvation Army Rescue Home for
Discharged Prisoners, I may say, from my
experience of the various religicus bodies,
that there is no body I know of that deserves
cncouragement more than the Salvation
Army doss in respect to its prison work. It
is the one form of religion that sends its
officers to the gaols, and trics to do some
good to the people in trouble.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zeownomba): Regarding
the grant to the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty, I would point out that police
officers have power to deal with any persons
guilty of cruelty to animals, In Toowoomba
there is an honorary society, and all legal
work for the society is done without charze.
If a conviction is obtained, of course the
solicitor gets his fees from the other side.
I do not zee any necessity for the vote at
all, and when poople are paid to attend to
that duty, the money could be put to a more
useful purpose.

Regarding the vote of £5,000 for the
destruction of prickly-pear, if the local
authorities do avail themselves of the pro-
visions of the Act. the Minister should follow
it up and sec that they keep down the
prickly-pear once it has been destroyed. We
know that in the past certain shire councillors
have destroyed prickly-pear at a big cost to
the ratepayers. and then other councillors
have come along and allowed the prickly-
pear to grow again. We know that prickly-
pear secdlings will come up ten years after-
wards, and unless these young plants arc
kept down it is useless to clear the pear. I
hope the Minister will sec that the pear is
kept down, and that he will have an officer
appointed to report every year on the way
in which the money has been spent.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I take it that
the Auditor-General or some other Govern-
ment officer scrutinises the accounts of these
various societies in order to sce that the
money 15 being expended for ths purpose for
which it was contributed by the Government.
1 do not think the Government would be
lax in that direction. The hon. member for
Bowen wanted to know something about thess

Mr. Taylor.]
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votes, and he mentioned the Alexandra
Home. I happen to know a little about the

Alexandra Home and it would be a very
good plan if mombcm of Parliament followed
the advice given by the hon. member for
Mmybmouﬂh and visited soms of these insti-
tutions, as then they would have first-hand
information of what was being done. The
hon. member also mentionad the Home at
Wooloowin, which T also happen to know
something ubout as it is in my own clecto-
rate. That home is dolng excellent w
and is well administered in every possible
way; and I can say tho same of the
Alexandra Home., In the last report I saw
that there were somewhere between eighty
and a hundrved youngstors in the Home. 1
do not think the hon. member for Ipswich
was quite right when he said they took in
babies at that home. I think a child must
be three or four years of age before they
will take it in. At any rafe,. there are
between cighty and a hundred children in
the home, which is managed and directed by
a committee of ladies, and they do splendid
work. The home is beauiifully situated:; T
do wnot suppose therce is a home better
situated for the purpose in the whole of the
metropolitan area, and the self-denying work
carried out by the women who direct the
aciivities of the home is worthy of the
highest commendation. I notice that there
is a grant of £200 for the home. but from
what I know of the work, T should say it
takes between £2.000 and £3.000 a year
to run the home in the way it is being run
at present. That money is raised mmtl" by
voluntary contributions,

Mr. Brex~NaN: Do they not get a subsidy
of 10s. in the £1°

Mr. TAYLOR: Not that 1 know of. So
far as I know, theyv only get the £200 grant.

Ix

There are a number of cots in the home
which have been donated by different
people, and these people also contribute
towards the upkeep of those cots, and the

funds of the home are alto supplemented by
contributions from parvents. Tor instanco, a
man may lose his wife and be left with threc
or four young children, and he finds it would
nrobably be better for him to break un his
home and put his youngsters into a home
such as the Alexandra Home. and he agrees
to contribute 15s. or £1 a week, just what
he can afford, for the maintenance of his
children while thev are in the home. That
is the wav in which the funds of the home
are raised.and I would like to go over there
one day with the hon. member for Bowen.

Mr. CorLins : The hon. member for Bowen
is a fairly busv man,

Mr. TAYLOR: We are all busy men. I
just give this information to disabuse the
hon. member’s mind of anv doubts he may
have with regard to that particular grant.

Mr. CorLins: I cast no rveflection on that
home. T only asked for jnformation.

Mr. TAYLOR: T did not sav that the
hon. member did east any reflection on the
home. I have only given information which
1 know to be absolutelv correct, as I know
the whole of the members of the commitiee
running the home.

With regard to the grant to the Institute
of Social Serviee 1efeuod to by the leader
of the Opposition; that is all rl{’ht T take
it. as this Institute has been in e<xistence
now for more than ten vears. Tt was
started by the Reverend Loyal Wirt in a
building in the Valley that was previously

[Mr. Taylor.
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used a¢ a tobacco factory. It is being run
br a committce of ladies and gentlemen,
and the late hon. moember for Merthyr,
Mr., MeLachlan, is still on the committee,
and has been closely associated with the
work of the institution ever since 1t was
started. The Institute locks after boys and

girls, and doing a very good

[8.30 p.m.] work 1n ‘rhat thx(‘lxl" pmmldtml

part of the metropolis, and is
well worthy of the \‘Ot!‘ sef down. 1 would
bear my testimony to the »rood work the
Balvation Army are doing with the grants
they are getting. The aim of these various

organisations 18 to make good men and
women of those who pass through their
homes, and they are deserving of the sup-

port of the State. [ should Bike to sece the
votes increased, but probably it is impos-
siple to do that at the presear time,

Mr. WARRIEN (Mirrwmbha): There is av
item. in this vote, of £15,000 for fire brigades.
I have no intention of criticising the fire
brigades -1 have an admiration for the
wonderful worlk they do—but there are places
digtant from town where there iz no fire

brigade. Recent fires have brought heome
the mnecessity of something heing done in
those districts. The deosrtment  should
insist on precautions heing taken in the

corstruction of buildings in outside places
where there is so muech danger from fire.
Take the fire at Chirchilla.  There was
£40,000 worth of damaze done there, and
the district is going to he hit for yeavs
to come, It would have beon better it
p’l Governments had senen the neeessits
of conmdlm'r people, when thoy were build-

ing theso towns, to take procautions against
fire. It one case there was a shop  buil
of reinforced concrete.

Mr. BreEnNAx: Is that vour shep?

Mr. WARREN: T¥Tes, and lust time it
saved the town from bsing wwept by five.

Although £40,000 damage swas done by the five,
only £30 damage was done to that building.
I hope that the Home Secretary will go nto
this matter and see that proper precautions

are taken when buildings are being con-
structed in those places.
T want to join with other hon. members

in supporting the grants to the Salvation
Army. We think it is a laudable thing
to save property fmm fire, but the Salvation
Army mr\ saving human hv'(' and we can
all feel glad that such good work is bheing
done by the Army. 3y opinfon is that one
woman rescued by the Salhation Army i3
vorth tens of thousards of pounds to the
State.  While there 15 failuve on the part
of some who are rescued to continue in the
£ path, splendid work is being done. I
would sug ,;’(,St that the great value of this
work be rrcognised by placing a larger
amount on th“ Tstimates for the Salvation
Army.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS
sce that the amount put
destruction  of vrickly  pear  has  been
111croasod from £1,000 to £5000 this year,
hut that s to me to be vather a hopeless
amount in view of the fact that. while we
are clearing, say, £20.000 or £25.000 worth
ol land frora prx(‘nly -prar per annwm, the
pear is doing increasing damage at the
rate of £40.000 or £560,000 worth per annum,
It scems to me that what is wanted is a
definite policy which will enable us to cope
with prickly pear. On many areas on the

=2

(Dettsworth): 1
down for the
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Pewns where there was no prickly peay ten
vears ago large quantities are to be found
to-day, 1)11“(’11)(1HV on repurchased estates
tiken over by the Government. A lot of this
innd was thrown up because men found they
could not make a living on it, and it has
tocome a hot-bed for the s~1newd of prickly-
pear.  The Government have not done any-
thing to cope with the pear which is coming
un on that land.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixks: Bring up this
satter on the Lands Estimates.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I hope the
Chairman is not going to copfine us zmply
to the question of whether it is right to
svant £5.000 to shire councils for clearing
pear from the roads. The question of deal-
g with prickly-pear is far too big to
runﬁnn it to the question of whother  the
Government are right or wrong in giving
£5,000 to clear the pricklv-pear on the
yoads in shire couscils. It is time that the
people  anppreciated the fact that p11ckh~
pear has gone bevond simply being dealt
with by locsl authorities in a spasmodm
=ay. It has bLecome a gzreat national ques-
tion, and one would expect to sce a definite
nolicy adopted in regard to the destruetion
of the prickly-pesr.

The SECRITARY TOR
laid down a scheme.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to
yostrics the hon. member, but, while I realise
he jmportance of the nomt he has raised,
[ would point out that this vote ploudes
only for the destruction of prickly-pear by
shire councils,

Mr. J. 1L C.

The Premier

st

ROBERTS: Have not the
shire councils got authority over all the land
in their areas? T claim that I am per-
fectly in order in discusing the question.

The CHAIRMAN: T would point out
szain to the hon. member that this particular
vate, which has been increased from £1,000
te £5.000, deals with the pear-clearing to be
done by local authorities only.

Mr. J. H. . ROBERTS: In clearable
arcas. This scems to be a ridiculously small
mmm Tt seems to me that, if we spent

050, OGO per annum for the next three years,
we would get a better result than by spend-
ing £150, 00¢ in thirty or forty years. I am
rot carping at the Government. If the
orvickly po«u spres<ds at the rate it is smeau-
ing now, we shall very soon have it in
Queen strect in Drisbane. If this voto of
£5.000 was increased to £50,000, we should
Bitve some result.

Mr. Courins: Then you would get up and
criticise our expenditure.

Are. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I would point
ont that £177,000 was spent last year on
outdoor velief.

Mr. Corrins: On human beings.

My, J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is not a
question of human beings. It is a question
of whether we are going to save Queens-
land for the white people that we have got
now. If we do not realise the danger of the
prickly-pear menace, the time is not far
distant when we shal have two-thirds of
the country under pear. If we are only
going to allow £5000 to assist the local
authorities to clear pear, then we are not
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valuable work done. It is
simply a flea-bite. The Government should
spend four or five times that amount, and
then we would get some good results from
1t.  Fon. members do not realise what the
prickly-pear means to Queensland, and to
the rising generation.

Mr. Courins: There
Lands Estimates.

The Premier: It is
Governments.

My, J. H. C. ROBERTS: The late Go-
vernment left the Government a legacy in
the Treasury, and they ‘‘blewed” it. If
they would “ blew” the prickly-pear as
casily as they did that money, it would be a
good thing for Queensland.

I agree with the hon. member for Mur-
rumba that the Salvation Army have done
good work for Queensland, so far as their
rescue work is concerned ; and I am pleased
to sco the amount on the Estimates to assist
Hle army in its rescue work. I congratulate

tho Minister and the department for putting
these amounts on the Hstimates.

{ﬁom;,r to get

are £10,000 on the

a legacy from past

I would like the Minister to give us some
information about the :82 000 asked for in
conncetion with polls under the Liquor Act.
I notice there is an amount of £200 for the
Prevention of Cruelty Society in Brisbane,
and £50 for the same society in Townsville.
I think that is money well spent. Surely
there is not a member of this House who is
so devoid of humanity as to refuse to give
relief to suffering dumb animals.

My. DBrenxax: The
honorary.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If the hon.
gentleman was wearing a boot that was too
tight for him and was expected to walk
around Brisbane for some hours while wear-
ing that tight boot, he would want some
relief. Well, a horse with a sore neck or
a sore back suffers the same excruciating
pain as the hon. member would if he had
# tight boot, but he would not make the
same noifse about it as the hon., member.

My. BRENNAN: You wani to pay the man
who exposes if.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Yes. We need
ts have some inspectors to look after these
things, and to catch people who work horses

suffering from sore backs.
Mr. BreNNAN : The police do it now.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: 1 know that
excellent work 1s done in Itast Toowoomba,
and I am pleased that they have got a
member there who appreciates the work done
by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. The hon. member for Too-
woomba cvidently does mnot belicve in i,
but I would like to sec a special grant
made for Toowoomba, to prevent cruelty to
animals. I hope the Government will see
their way to make that grant.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): With reference
to the £2.000 asked for in conncction with
the polls under the Liquor Act, a poll is
to take place in May next year. As that is
in the present financial year, provision must
be made for the taking of the poll. There
are three requests in alrcady. The hon.
member for Burnett, in speaking of the
cradication of prickly-pear, said that the

Hon. A. J. Jones.]

should be

services
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Home Departnient did more than any other
department. I do not want to talk about
what the Home Department have done in
this direction, but we know that the Home
Secretary is  genuinely sympathetic, and
wishes to do something for the eradication
of prickly-pear. That fact is emphasised
by his placing an incrcased amount on the
Tstimates to provide subsidies to shire coun-
cils during the current year. The hon.
member for Burnett should also be generous
enough to mention that the Mines Depart-
ment have done a good deal in this direction.

Mr. T. R. RoBerts: Wait till we get to
the Mines Estimates,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Home Department granted the Rawbelle
Shire a subsidy of £867 last year, and the
Mines Department sent up 6 tons of
arsenic  for the eradication of yrickly-
pear as well. TIf the Rawbeil> Stire had

paid the rate charged in RBrisbane for
arsenic, which was £72 per ton, they would
have had to pay £432 for that arsenic, and
rallage as well, or about £500 altogether.
We delivered the 6 tons of arsenic at the
railway station for £60, thus saving the
shire in the electorate of the hon. member
for Burnett something like £440.

Mr. Corser: You ought to read all the
correspondence about it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member was generous to the Home
Department, and he should have extended
his generosity to ths Lands Department,
which subsidised the Mines Department and
enabled us to do the good work we did.

Mr. FRY (Rurilpa): 1 would like to pay
a tribute to the Acting Home Secrctary for
the way he has controlled his Estimates
while they have been discussed by the Com-
mittee. I expressed my regret at the con-
tinued absence of the Home Secretary, and
1 am sure all hon. members agrec with me
when I say that we are sorry that he is not
here to take charge of his Estimates to-day.

There is a vote of £1,100 for the Creche
and Kindergarten Association of ' Queens-
land. I would like to sce it increased to
double that amount, so that an increased
amount of work could be done by this insti-
tution. We know that children of tender
vears, who are too young to go to school,
and wha have mothers who go out to work
during the day to earn the money to keep
the home together, are taken charge of by
this association. From my observations 1
have come to the conclusion that it is a
very charitable institution, and deserving of

:nppoxt The 1nst1tutlop is not revenue-
producing. neverthcless the work it does is
good work for the State, and we should

encourage 1t to the fullest extent.

Then the vote of £250 as a subsidy to the
Salvation Army Roescue Home for Discharged
Prisoners in Busbane is a very small amount.
They mect the prisoners as they are dis-
charged, befriend them, and encourage them
to start out in life af1e<h and if thev are
succossful in even ohe case, the £250 has
been well spent. Who would say that £250
is too much to pay for the reclamation of
one prisoner or one person who is down and
out? If the Minister could see his way
clear, I would like to see that vote increased.
There is one other vote T would like to touch
upon; that is, the assistance given to the
Roral Life Saving Society.

[Hon. A. J. Jones.
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The SecrerarRY For MiNES: That is pro-
vided on the Estimates of the Department of
'ublic Instruction.

Mr. FRY: I should like to say that, if
the Minister could see his way to give a
little more encouragement to their work by
increasing the subsidy so as to enable them
to get more efficient cquipment and organise
their clubs, it would be appreciated.

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul): 1 agree with.
what has been said by previous speakers
with regard to grants to the Salvation Army
to help their w01L for discharged prisoners,
because I think they are worthy of every
help we can give them, and they do good
in very many ways, 1 want particularly to-
refer to the Flome for Discharged Prisoners,
which was established through the efforts of
the late Rev. Willlam Powell, who was
chaplain to the gaols at one time and gave
a proof of his interest in the prisoners in
that way. I think the home has bcen opened
now, largely through the generosity of the
late Mr. J. J. Lovekin, who gave some
ground equal to about £1,000 in value. I
referred to this matter in 1918 and again in
1920, and asked questions of the then Home
Secretary, Mr. Huxham, and I thought the
Government had been approached for assist-
ance. It is certainly a very deserving
institution.

The SECRETARY FOR I’UBLIC INSTRUCTION
Where s it ?

Mr. PETRIE:
Coast line, out Kuraby way.
of the exact lecation.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
subsidised.

My, PETRIE: These prisoners have been
taught trades in St. Helena and other gaols,
and if they have some other home to go to,
they may become useful citizens. I hope
that, 1f the Government arc approached, they
will consider the question of assisting this
very estimable institution.

I am glad to see that the Government are
doing something in the direction of trying
to eradicate prickly-pear. I remember
prickly-pear when T was quite a boy—which
15 quite a few years ago—and we used to
make cxcellent jam from the fruit, but I
would like to see it eradicated as quickly
as possible.

I have not had the opportunity, like the
hon. member for Ipswich, of secing the
balance-sheet of the Brisbane Benevolent
Society, and I was not aware thai they had
any money to their credit. I understand
they are supposed to spend the money which
they receive each year, and I do not think
the amount they get from the Government
is in any way unreasocnable. The people
connected with these societies do good work,
and whatever Government may be in power
should assist all they can in the cause of
humanity through the various votes under
this heading.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burk#): I would like to
say a few words in praise of the Salvation
Army for their work amongst discharged
prisoners, also to their meeting people from
the country and elsewhere, in which they are
alwars very punctual. I would not mind if
the vote for the Salvation Army were
doubled, because I think they do very good
service to people very badly in need of it,

I think it is on the South
I am not sure

It has not been
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especially in the relief of prisoners; and
when an old man comes from the far West
or the North, for instance, for medical treat-
ment here, they meet him and look after him
until such time as a bed is available in the
General Hospital.

During the latter part of last year I
travelled through Western Queensland with
the hon. member for Balonne, and I think
it is very necessary that some steps should
be taken to make shire councils keop their
roads clear of pear. 1 have no doubt that
the Assistant Under Secretary, who is in
charge of this vote and whom I have always
found cnergetic, will keep the councils up to
their duty in this respect. Apart from
prickly-pear, there are such pests as galvan-
iced burr, Bathurst burr, and Noogoora burr;
and if the Noogoora burr were to get into
the sheep country, for instance, it would be
a greater curse than prickly-pear is at present
in Western Queensland. I would not mind
if the vote for the destruction of prickly-
pear on main roads and reserves of shire
councils were doubled, and I think it will be
necessary to try to get the pear blocked in
buffer areas and make sonme cffort to stop
its spread, or in not very many years it will
mean the ruination of this State.

The Creche and Kindergarten Association
is rendering very valuable service, parti-
cularly to women who have to go to work
and have in the Creche and Kindergarten
places where they can leave their children
and feel that they will be well looked after.

It is a very fine institution for
[9 p.m.] little children under five years of
age. The “ kiddies " can be put
in there, and that gives a mother the oppor-
tunity of doing a little shopping without
having to take the whole family with her.
It also enables working mothers to be freed
from anxiety regarding their children while
they are at work. That vote is justified: The
hon. member for Kurilpa, and Opposition
members generally, are not consistent. They
are continually criticising the Government
in Market Square, in the Centennial Hall,
or in South Brisbane in regard to reckless
expenditure; yet, whenever a vote is under
discussion here, they say that they would
like to see it doubled or trebled.

I would like to know where the Institute
of Social Service is and what social service
it renders to the community for the £250
voted.

The grant for the Prevention of Cruelty
Society in Townsville and Brisbane is money
well spent; good service, no doubt, is done
by the society. The police also render valu-
able service in connection with this work.

I think the whole vote can well be justified.
Taking the remarks of Opposition members
as a guide, I am beginning to think that,
instead of being extravagant, this is a very
miserly Government. (Laughter.)

Mr., EDWARDS (Yanango): It is very
pleasant to hear the discussion in regard to
prickly-pear proceeding without party feel-
ing. Governments and shire councils every
now and again wake up to the fact that the
pear is an awful menace; then there is a lull
for two or three wears before preventive
measures are again resorted to. It Is neces-
sary to take the matter in hand seriously and
see that the pear does not spread any further.
When this matter was under discussion last
session the Secretary for Public Lands stated
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that he would place before the Ilouse the
results of “a survey made to ascertain the
extent of the spread of the pear.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I point out
to the hon. member that that aspect of the
question must be discusscd under the Lands
Department vote. This vote deals exclusively
with aid to shire councils in conncetion with
their work. .

Mr. EDWARDS: This will be of great
assistance to shire councils. Those who know
the pesr arce aware that it does not spread
acre by acre, but that in some cases advances
take place from 25 to 30 miles in front of the
main body of the pear.

The SwcreTARY vor Mrives: It is not a very
quick-spreading plant.

Mr. EDWARDS: If the hon. gentleman
had scen some arcas years ago and saw them
to-day he would know that it does spread
quickly. The increase from £1,000 to £5,000
is a very small contribution towards the cost
necessary to clear the pear. It is necessary
for the Government to mect any expenditure
within reason to ensurc prevention of the
spread of this awful menace.

I want to say a word in praise of the good
work which is done by the Salvation Army
and other institutions provided for by this
vote.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Tocwoomba) :
I was somewhat interested in the remarks
of the Minister regarding the sum of £2,000
provided for the taking of polls under the
Liquor Act. On the previous liquor poll in
1920 £16,500 was spent. I understand that
the next poll is to be taken in May, 1923.
This sum seems remarkably small for that
purpose. Do I understand that the hon.
gentleman anticipates that £2,000 will be the
only expenditure?

The Secrerary ror Mixgs: The poll will

2 taken only in those localities which have
made application, and not right throughout
the State.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: The question has
been asked as to what has been done by the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty. I have
the report of the Society for the Prevention
of Cruslty, and I think we should have on
record what that society is doing. The report
states—

“ The proposal of the National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children,
London, that reciprocal legislation should
be introduced in Queensland to facilitate
the enforcement of maintenance orders
in all parts of His Majesty’s dominions
had been carried into effect.”

Evidently the Bill introduced last session for
dealing with this matter was brought in at
the suggestion of ths society. The report
further states—

“ During the year proceedings had been
instituted in twenty-three cases under the
Animals’ Protection Act (1921), and one
case had been dismissed as no witnesses
were available. Thrce cases were await-
ing trial.”

That diseloses that there were reasons for
interference by this society. The report is
a rather lengthy one, and it points out that
the society have dealt with a number of
cases of cruelty to children, and they have
also impressed upon the Government the
necessity of dealing with children who take

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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part in variety cntertainments. ,The hon.
member for Ipswich quoted the balance-sheet
of the Brisbane Benevolent Socicty. We
should always take into consideration what
time of the year certain payments are made,
because there is just a possibility that moneys
may be paid in at a certain time and the
balance-sheot will disclose considerably more
money than would otherwise be the case. I
have the report of the Ladics’ Benevolent
Society at Toowoomba. The receipts, includ-
ing the Government endowment, amounted to
£407 2s. 10d., and during the year the
society paid £84 14s. 9d. for groceries;
£57 8s. 9d. for meat; £49 8s. 1d. for bread;
£28 0s. 9d. for wood; £11 9s. 6d. for drapery;
£1 13s. 3d. for boots and shoes; 17s. for
stationery, stamps, and printing; £5 3s. 6d.
“for cabs, cartage, and rail fares; 7s. 6d. for
banking charges: 10s. for insurance; and 2s.
for sundries. The cost of supervision and
work of the society was only £51 6s. We
have to admit that there are other generous
distributions in Toowoomba apart from that
society. The police issue reilief in c¢ortain
cases, and the society has to be certain that it
is not double-banking that relief. The lady
in charge of that society visits the homes of
the applicants and assures herself and the
committee that the people are descrving of
assistance. If the funds of the society can
be administered under those conditions, I
think it is very cheaply carried out.

Mr. WER: Doces the hon. member think
that it is well done at 3s. 4d. in the £17

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Yes. Inquiries
have to be made in every case; relicf cannot
be given to everrone who makes application.
Even the Government have to make inquiries
before they hand out relief. Many questions
are asked, and then the Government send an
officer to verify the statements made. I do
not think the Government can distribute
velief at a cost of 3s. 4d. in the £1. This
socicty is doing a . great deal of valuable
work.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH
1 beg to move—

‘“ That £22,718 be granted for ‘ Head
Office,” Department of Public Works.”
There ix a decrease of £9,237. The expendi-
ture last year was £27,839. The reduction
this year is due to a very large cxtent to

reorganisation in the department.

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): The Minister has
given an explanation as to why a reduction
appears in this vote. We find that the posi-
tions of engineer for bridges, threec quantity
surveyors, and seven inspectors of works have
been abolished. The Minister failed to state
that a new department had been created.

Hon. W. TForeax Swmrry: I said that there
had been reorganisation.

Mr, KERR: I think the Minister, when
moving such an important vote as this,
should have told us that a new department
had been created in the Works Department
employing a stafl of eighteen public servants,
I know that I will not be permitted to deal
with the expenditure of loan mouey on this
vote, but I intend te make a comparison
between the results achieved by the Depart-
ment of Public Works under its present
policy and under the policy that previously

[Mr. T. E. Roberts.
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was followed out, and in so doing I will
have to touch upon the qucstion of loan
expenditure. 1 want to show that one of
the reasons why mno return is being obtained
by the expenditure of loan money is because
o: the policy now being carried out by the
Department of Public Works. In 1914.1915
the amount of this vote was £25,000, and for
1922-1923 it 1s about £3,000 less, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the revenue has increased
during that time by £3,000,000, and the
population has also increased counsiderably,
thus causing the department to build more
in order to meect the requirements of the
increased population. If hon. members will
refer to the policy of the previous Adminis-
tration, they will find that a larger number
of employees was required, because under
the policy then adopted we paid morc out of
revenue to meet our ordinary commitments
than we pay to-day. The policy of the
department to-day is to construct unproduc-
tive works out of loan money, whercas pre-
vious Governments constructed such works out
of revenue, which did not add to the interest
charge against the State and increase our
public debt. The reason why the reorganisa-
tion has been nccessary is because of the
altered policy of the department, and, in my
opinion, a wrong policy has been adopted.
as I contend that revenue should be utilised
for the construction of unproductive works.
Of course, if it is necessary to construct a
building for an institution such as the Stute
Insurance Office, which can afford to pay
rent, then it can be constructed out of loan,
because we get rent from the building, which
will pay the interest charge.

Hon. W. Forcax Sarta: Do you think
that school buildings should be built out of
revenue ?

Mr. KBBRR: Before the present Govern-
ment came into power school buildings, to a
large extent, were built out of revenue. Al
wooden buildings were built out of revenue.

Hon. W. Foreax Syit: You should have
got more authentic information before
bringing this matter up.

Mr. KERR: I am not going to bring up
an argument unless I can support it by facts
and figures. In 1914 the amount paid out
of revenue for buildings, ete., was £190.C00.
while to-day revenue is only drawn wupon
for that purpose to the extent of £79.000—
a difference of £110.000 less from revenue in
the twelve months. Sceing that the revenue
has been relicved of that expenditure on
buildings, the Government should show a
large surplus; but, as a matter of fact, we
have an anticipated deficit of £576,840. T.et
us go a little further in regard to the policy
of the Works Department. For the three
years prior to the present Government taking
office, the amount spent from revenue for
schools and public buildings was £526,000,
while during the last three years this Govern-
ment have only spent half that amount from
revenue on buildings. I am not going to
say that the same amount of money has not
been spent by the Government as was spent
previously, because that would not be correct.
If vou add the loan expenditure and the
expenditure from revenue together. you will
find that in the last three years the presenf
Government spent within £100,000 of the
amount spent during the last three years of
the past Administration. My argument is
that, while previously revenue was being
utilised for this purpose, to-day loan money
is being utilised, and we are adding to our
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public debt. If the present policy of expend-
ing loan money on all sorts of things is
continued, we shall have an everlasting
burden, and will be continually increasing
our debt. During the last three years of
the previous Administration the amount
spent on buildings from loan money was

193,870, while during the last three years
of the present Administration they have
spend from loan money, on buildings, £560,638,
or nearly three times the amount of loan
money spent in the last three years of the
previous Administration. If you look at the
amount expended from revenue during the
last three years of the previous Administra-
tion and the last three years of the present
Administration, you will find the position is
exactly "the opposite—that is, instead of three
times the amount of expenditure from loan
money, it was three times the amount of
expenditure from revenue. What has
brought about this change of policy? ¥ want
to emphasise my argument by quoting what
the TFederal Treasurer has to say on this
question,

Hon, W. Foreaxy Smura: Who told you
this tale you are giving the Committee now?

Mr, KERR: The Treasurer's financial
tables. I defy the Minister to say that my
figures are not correct.

Hen. W. Foreax Surre: I am not saying
that you arer twisting them round, but I
say that you “have been given wrong
information.’ i

Mr, KERR: There is only one conclusion
to draw fromy: the figures. The Treasurer’s
financial tablas give us these figures, and
e need. lov k for no further rveason as to
why our ‘loan moneys are not producing
sufficient to pay interest, and why in 1914
our loan moneys did produce sufficient to
pay interest. The reason is that loan moneys
now are being invested in unproductive
works, whereas previously it was not so, and
revenue wag utilised for such works, If we
continue this policy, we may as well say that
we will pay salaries out of loan moneys, and
so add to our public debt. In time to come
our whole revenue of £12,000,000 a year will
be required to pay interest on our public
debt. The prineciple is a pernicious one, and
hon. members will acknowledge that the
policy adopted by the Works Department is
a wrong policy. Turning to the Federal
Treasurer’s Budget, we find in regard to
the Postmaster-General’s Department that
£2,500,000 have been appropriated by Parlia-
ment from loan account for works that are
reproductive. A new policy has been pro-
pounded by the Postmaster-General in con-
nection with postal works, and in regard to
every penny invested there is a provision
for interest and redemption and a Sinking
Fund. A post office is a reproductive work,
because it brings in revenue to the State;
and, therefore, it is right that loan money
should be expended for that purpose. Let
us see what the Federal Treasurer has to
say in regard to the correct principles of
finance, and his advice is worth having.
The recent Budget introduced by the Federal
Treasurer is one of the finest Budgets ever
produced, #nd some of his advice is worth
following. On the question of utilising loan
money for the construction of public works,
Mr. Bruce hasg this to say— .

“Toans should not be raised for

1922—4'F
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current ordinary expenditure, and the
Government’s proposals provide for all
current expenditure to be paid out of
revenue.”

T would have liked to go further into the
question of loan money than I have done,
but that would not be permissible. I am

quite sure that if another Govern-
[9.30 p.m.} ment came into power, loan
. . money would not be expended as
it is being spent at the present time. 1 do
not say that all these works are being paid
for out of loan. 'The figures for 1914 show
that for similar purposes we spent out of
revenue £190,000 in that year, while to-day,
for similar purposes, although our revenue
has increased by £3,000,000, we are spending
£110,000 Jess from revenue. That £110,000
is coming from loan money. The same thing
has happened every year since this Govern-
ment came into power. .It is one way of
trying to balance accounts by not letting
revenue meet the ordinary committals. If
we had to take the £110,000 out of revenue,
as we did in 1914, the deficit of the Govern-
ment would reach enormous figures. This is
a bad practice for any Government to adopt.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
would point out that the statements made by
the hon, member for Enoggera are not based
on facts. The hon., member sought to lead
the Committee and the people outside fo
helieve that the Governmenst are carrying out
certain works out of Loan Funds that ordi-
narily should be paid for out of revenue.
He backed up his statement by making a
quotation from Mr. "Bruce, the Federal
Treasurer, with which I agree. The practice
laid down by Mr. Bruce 1s followed in this
department. New works are built out of
Loan Funds, and repairs and general main-
tenance are paid for out of revenue. That
has always been the practice. The practice
of charging certain works to loan and other
works to revenue has never been changed.
Take, for example, the case of wooden build-
ings. Wooden buildings properly constructed
have a life of at least twenty-five years if
effectively maintained, and it is proper that
expenditure of that character should be
charged to Loan Funds, but it would be
wrong to charge general maintenance and
repairs, such as painting, and so on, to
loan. Last year the expenditure from revenue
was £196,442 for repalrs and current expen-
diture, but new buildings were properly
charged to the Loan Fund.

At 9.33 p.m.,

Mr. Porrock (Gregory), ome of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): The
Minister has quite evaded the contention
raised by the hon. member for Enoggera.

Hon. W. Forean Swurrn: He definitely
stated that we were doing certain work out
of Loan Fund which should be properly
charged to revenue, and he is wrong in
making that statement.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: He said a great
deal more than that. He pointed out that
prior to this Government coming into power
wooden buildings of a less permanent
character were generally charged to revenue.

Mr. WinsTanNiLEY : They were not.

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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Hon. J. G. Arren: 1 say that that is
correct.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member

for Enoggera proved his statement. He
showed that in 1914—and you will find the
same thing in previous years—the sum
expended in counection with buildings and
charged to revenue was altogether in excess

of what it is to-day. The hon. member
showed that in that year the previous
Administration expended out of revenue

on buildings £190,438, while this Govern-
ment last year only expended on buildings
£79,991. The total expenditure for 1914-15
was £263,791, as against £241,111 last year.
It the Government had acted as their
predecessors did, their balance-sheet would
have shown them up to still greater disadvan-
tage. Instead of the anticipated deficit for
the coming year of £576,840, if the Govern-
ment go on as they have been doing in the
past and charge to loan account expenditure
on buildings which should be charged to
revenue, they will be another £100,00C to
the bad during the coming year. We say
that is not sound business. Compared with
the administration of their predecessors, the
Government are altogether at a disadvantage.

Mr. BRENNAI\{: You sold Crown lands and
put the money into revenue, and we have not.

~ Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is true; but
it is not the point I am dealing with. We
on this side think it is bad business to charge
to revenue wooden buildings that are not of
a permanent nature, and which deteriorate
if they do not receive proper attention,

Mr. WeIr: What difference does it make?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You are putting a
charge on posterity which should be defrayed
cut of current expenditure.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera): 1 just wish to
reply to the Minister. During the period of
three years prior to 1915, the then Govern-
ment provided out of revenue £526,000, while
in three years this Government have only
provided out of revenwe half that amount.
Out of loan money, in the three years prior
to 1915, the then Government only spent
£193,000, whereas this Government in the
last three years have spent three times that
amount from loan, showing that this Govern-
ment have used loan money in a way which
the previous Government did rot. I am not
saying that repairs and things like that are
being wrongly charged to loan account. I
say that certain works to-day are being paid
for by loan money which under the previous
Administration were paid for out of revenue.
t is a fact that we are receiving £110,000
out of loan money for this purpose which was
previously charged to revenue. The Govern-
ment have been hard pushed in regard to
unproductive work to make ends meet, and,
instead of calling on the revenue, they have
called on the loan money td do it. Only the
deficits and surpluses are seen by the people.
They do not see that these works are being
carried out by loan money, and that it will
mean an increased burden in the future. The
revenue should pay its falr share of these
works and let us show so much deficit to the

country. It is not fair to charge it to loan
money at all. The Minister is only charg-
ing the increased interest to posterity.

Revenue should be used to pay for these
things from year to year, instead of adding

[Myr. G. P. Barnes.
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it to the public debt. I have not invented
my figures, because I have taken them from
the Treasurer’s financial tables.

My, PETRIE (Zoombul): I am pleased
that the Minister has already referred to the
recrganisation of this department, but I
regret that the Committee did not have the
report of the Works Department before discus-
sing this vote. I know that one report was
laid on the table this afternoon.

Hon, W. Forean Swita: The
report was tabled last week.

Mr. PETRIE: I congratulate the Under
Secretary, Mr. Quinn, on his appointment.
He was in the department for some time
prior to his appointment as Under Secretary,
and I think he is a very worthy officer, The
Works Department is a spending depart-
ment, and ‘I think the hon. member for
Hnoggera is quite right in drawing attestion
to the fact that certain work is done out of
loan money now which was previously dome
out of revenue. I see that no provision is
made for the quantity surveyors. I would
like to know if the Chief Architect and
Assistant Architect are to do that work in
future? Have they to take out guantities
and prepare estimates of the various public
works? ‘

Hon. W. Fonean SMITH:

general

You will find

themm under the heading of 'the ‘“Loan
Fund.”
Question put and passed.
SERVICES—PUBLIC BUILDiNGS.
Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH. I beg to

rove—
“ That £33,250 be granted for ‘Ser-
vices, Public Buildings.””

The expenditure on this vote last year was
£32,215. The amount asked for this year is a
decrease of £3,130 as compared with the
amount appropriated last year. That is due
largely to the fact that many of the rents
that were formerly paid are no longer neces-
sary. Many of the public departments are
now housed in the Government Insurance
Building.

Question put and passed.

BUILDINGS.
Hoy. W. FORGAN SMITH: I beg to
move—
“hat  £95000 ke granted for

¢ Buildings.” ”

The expenditure on this vote last year was
£79,991. The amount asked for this year
is an increase of £11,000 over the appropria-
tion last year. There is a good deal of repair
work which the Government hope to over-
take this year. Owing to the curtailment of
expenditure last year, this work could not be
undertaken, but we hope to do it this year.

Mr. . P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 am
glad to hear that the department intends
to carry on repair work to a greater extent
than last year. A lot of painting and repairs
is required. .

Hon. W. Forean Syirn : The Denham Go-
vernment left a very big legacy of repairs,
amounting to £150,000.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: I wish to refer to
the wooden structure in the town of War-
wick called the old Technical College. The
Government have been in office seven years,
and the building has never been touched
since they came into power.

Hon. W. Forgany Smita: And how long
before that?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Not long before
that. The hon. gentleman is a practical
man, and he must know that that building
has not received any paint for seven years.
and it must be in a bad way., Dry rot is
setting in and it is falling into decay, and
it is a disgrace to the department. I hope
some attention will be given to the renova-
tion of that building, otherwise graver loss
will take place. 1 see there is a vote of
£4,000 for Techwvical College and High
Semol buildings. That is an increase of
£1,006 over last year. TLast year I made
reference t0 the necessity for additions to
the High School and Technical College at
Warwick, but funds did not permit of the
carrying d>ut of the necessary addibions
then. Migt I ask the Minister to give his
early. attenton to this mafter, because it is
a very wortry and fine institution. I sup-
pose that rigit through the land there is no
technical colege and high school which
ranks higher or is doing beter service for
the communiy than the Warwick institu-
tions. The &cretary for Public Instruction
promised to give some afltention to the
.matter, and I Ippe_ that the department will
scse that the wok 1s carried out.

Mr. CORSER. (Burnett): A great deal of
our complaix is that there has been no
change~ in tk policy of the department. We
hold that, in the interests of the State, we
should spend our money to the best advan-
tage, and we think that can best be done if
we provide for a test between contract and
day labour. There are capable men in the
department, and, if the Government are
game to pit their day-labour systerr against
the contract system, they should let those
officers make their own estimates and allow
people outside to tender, and, if the tenders
from outside are below the estimate, the
contractors should cdomplete the work. The
men are protected by the awards, and are
just as prepared to work under contract as
under the day-labour system. The same
thing could be done in our railway construc-
tion work.

Mr. W. Coorer: It cannot.
Mr. CORSER: It

because hon. members opposite are not
allowed to do it. It will be news to you,
Mr. Pollock, but it is a fact, that their
policy is laid down by somebody outside
here. ’

Hon. W. Forean Smita: You are talking
about the Trades Hall, but the Union Bank
Chambers decide your policy.

Mr. CORSER: They do not.
Hon. W. Foresn Swrrs:
good say in it

Mr. CORSER: Nor have they a good say
in it. The primary producers of Queens-
land decide our policy.

cannot, perhaps,

They have a

Hon. W. Forean Suite: A lot more than
you have a say in your policy.

[6 SEPTEMBER.]
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Mr. CORSER: Sometimes hon. members
opposite have .a say, and they define it not
quite in accordance with the truth.

Hon. W. Forean Suira: What about that
money from the South?

Mr. CORSER: What money from the
South? It is the first I have heard of ii.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. CORSER: You do quite righ$ to call
the hon. member to order. (Laughter.)
Whenever there is an election looming  he
talks about money from the South.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. CORSER : The hon. gentleman ought
to keep his mind on the expenditure in his
department, and he would then very soon
devise a means of expending our money in
the best interests of the country, and we
would not have to go through our country
districts and cities, particularly the country
districts, and find school buildings wanting
paint, even though we spent large sums of
money on them, and our railway and other
Government buildings deteriorating for want
of renovation and attention. When the next
Government come into power as soon as the
elections” are over, the amount of money that
wiil have to be spent to bring our public
buildings into a fair condition will reach a
sum larger than I would care to mention.

The amonnt of money to be expended from
loan funds for buildings and repairs is tre-
mendous. This year we are spending from
revenue about one-half the amount we have
spent from that source in the past. We
had less than £7,000.000 of revenue in 1915,
and we have £12,000,000 to-day; vet we
find that the expenditure on these works is
to be a charge on loan funds to a greater
extent than ever. A large proportion of the
upkeep of our public buildings is to be a
charge on Loan Funds.

Mr. Dasu: It is not.

Mr. CORSER: It is; and, if the hon.-
member consults the Minister, he will find
that my statement is correct—that is, if
the Minister knows anything about it.
(Laughter.) )

Hon. W. Forean Surrs: What fund would
your party have without the squatters?

Mr. CORSER: I would like to know what
fund the hon. member’s party have from
which to pay the squatters in the Upper
Burnett whom they are evieting.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. CORSER: I beg your parden. I
thought you were calling the hen. member
to order. I would like to refer to the fact
that buildings such as hospitals are, in Bris-
bane, a charge entirely on the State. When
the country people build a hospital they
want the money to go as far as possible.
Plans and specifications were drawn up for
a hospital at Gayndah, but we were not
allowed to proceed because they were drawn
up by private persons, and it was proposed to
do the work by private enterprise, so no
subsidy would have been granted for such a
work. The Governmeunt drew up plans them-
selves, and said that that hospital and nurses’
quarters were going to cost an estimated
amount. The money was appropriated, and

My. Corser.]



1220 Supply.

the one-third which was required from the
hospital committee was placed at the dis-
posal of the department before the work was
started.

Hon. W. Forean Surre: Do you know how
much the work cost finally?

My. CORSER: We have not had the exact
figures. I asked some questions to-day with a
view to securing the information,

Hon. W. Foreax
about £2,000 out.

Mr. CORSER: And the work is not yet
completed, there being no operating ward.
After the ‘thospital committee had sub-
seribed the money demanded, the Govern-

. ment built the hospital and

[10 p.m.] nurses’ quarters. They now send

i to the hospital committee for
one-third of & further amount of £1,250.
The committee have to live within their
means. They are not like the (Jovernment ;
they cannot go to “ Yankeeland,” borrow a
lot of money, and leave posterity to pay for
1. In Brisbane the whole arount was found
by the State. Is it fair for the Government
to ask a country hospital committee to find
money to make good the expenditure over
the estimate agreed upon? We do not know
what the total cost will be. The Corser
Bridge at Mundubbera was estimated to
cost £5,200 by day labour. I asked many
questions regarding the final cost, and the
last information I got was that it was costing
£7,400. I have received no information since,
I give that as an illustration of how the
expediture under the day-labour system
exceeds the estimate. The officers of the
Works Department are sufficiently competent
to draw up specifications for any work. Let
those be submitted to private tender, and, if
lower, let the private tenderer proceed with
the work, to be passed by the department
after completion. ~ The Works Department
are not responsible for the present position;
the Government are responsible for it, and
they do not care how they spend their money.

My. Corrins: Read what ex-Minister for
Railways Paget said.

Mr. CORSER: Mr. Paget was about ten
years in this House. He made one statement
which suited hon. members oppdsite, and
that is the only one they remember, although
it disagreed with his sentiments and his
policy. That does not prove that day labour
is the better system.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It might
“have disagreed with your sentiments, but it
did not disagree with the evidence.

Mr. CORSER: It
evidence before Mr, Paget.
see hon. members opposite
kerosene tins in the Domain, that their
estimates have not been exceeded. If that
is the only argument they can use in favour

“of day labour, they ought to pack their
“bundle ” and get out of office. Let them
put on trial a system that is fair, and judge
by results,

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): The item
T am particularly concerned about is in
connection with ‘ State School Buildings,
Additions, Tmprovements, Furniture, Repairs,
and Painting.” I fear that the appropria-
tion of £40,000 is insufficient to carry out

[Mr. Corser.

Symits: You are only

disagreed with the
Sometimes we
saying, from
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necessary new buildings and make additions
te buildings already in existence. I am quite
satisfied that to erect the mnecessary new
school buildings and make the additions t»
the buildings already in existence in my
clectorate will certainly exceed an expendi-
ture of at least £10,000, and I do not
think I am beyond the limit. We all know
that there is a large number of schools which
are insanitary and offer inadequate accommo-
dation, and that new schools to replace them
in some instances were approved of five years
ago. On every occasion that an appropria-
tion is made, the school committees approach
the member for their district to bring the
matter before the department, and they have
been told con all occasions that funds were
not available for carrying out the work
I view this matter with a considerable
amount of alarm. Hon., members on both
sides have urged that the care of the youn
is one of the most essential duties ¢f the
State; and, when we have a large ¥mber
of school buildings which have to atommo-
date a large number of children, and not
only are buildings insanitary but thelighting
is absolutely prejudicial to the eesight of
the children, then it becomes a matter of
moment, and it should be disassed irres-
pective of whether hon. membyrs are on
the Opposition side or on the (overnment
side. If the work which has aready been
approved is carried out, the anount voted
i3 absolutely insufficient, and a number of
necessary buildings will have toJe delayed.

Mry. HARTLEY:
vote.

Hoxn. J. G. APPEL: The 1’}\{1‘ menbe 0
should know that is not permisible un-der
the Standing Orders.

Move an itrease in the.

My. HarTLEY: Suggest a penny in the
£1 land tax.
How. J. G. APPEL: I am not dealing

with this matter as a joke.

Mr. Conuins: A penny in the £1 land
tax would not be a joke; it would be a very
serious matter. (Laughter.)

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Within the vicinitv
of Brisbane, where the people have railway
facilities, and where we have some of the
most fertile land in the State, settlement is
now taking place at a very rapid rate, and
school accommodation is absolutely necessary
and essential. I know that quite a number
of new schools has been approved and appli-
cations are coming in for the erection of
others. These schools are in newly settled
areas distant three or four miles from schools
already erected. That distance of three or
four miles represents a greater distance than
if it was in a district where the roads are
good and there is bridge accommodation
to enable the childven to cover that distance
on all occasions. But in mountainous country
such as we have, where the creecks rise very
rapidly and where there is a large rainfall,
it is practically impossible for the children
to have the benefit of instruction unless
accommodation for that purpose is provided
in their midst. We are anxious to settle
people on the country lands of the State. and
I think we are all agreed that the children
of those persons who are prepared to settle
on the country lands should receive that
education which is accorded in a very much
higher degree in the centres of population
That at least is the duty of the State. But
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the Minister will admit that he will not
be able to construct all the school buildings
which have already been approved if the
appropriation only amounts to £40,000.
There is one school in particulat—that at
Canungra—which has been condemned for

years.

Mr., Harreey: °Billy’ Hughes’s white
clephant.”

Hown. J. G. APPEL: I do not know any-

thing about * Billy ” Hughes, but I know
the hon, member at ome fime was a very
great admirer of his, and there is a wonder-
ful likeness between the two. (Laughter.)
That scheol has been condemned as insani-
tary, and owing to the want of proper ven-
tilation and lighting it is destructive to the
eyesight of the children, and a new building
should have been provided there some five
years ago, yet every year 1ephes are received
that funds are not available for the purpose.
So it goes on. My concern is to see that
those ochildren receive an education, and
that without physical dangnr and I believe
I have the sympathy of a majority of the
members sitting on the Government benches.
I hope sc, and my sole object in rising was
to point out that the sum on the Eshimates
is insufficlent, and that, if the necessary
accommodation is to be provided, a larger
amount is necessary. I would like to ask
the Minister in what order the buildings will
be constructed.

Hon, W. Forgany Swmira: In the order of
their urgency. Some works are more urgent
than others. :

How. J. G. APPEL: If the Minister will
lay # down that where there is no school
accommodation the erection of a school in
that locality is a work of urgency, then I
am with him.

Hon. W. ForeaN 3wmrra: Where there is
no school at all, then it is a work of urgency,
provided there is a sufficient number of
children in the district.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I am very glad to
have that information from the Minister. In
some instances there iz no school at all.
When you go round with a distinguished
visitor and inspect these schools, you do not
like to admit that additions which are urgent
and have been approved are being delayed
because funds are not available for the pur-
pose. 1 do not desire to take up the atti-
tude of & carping critic. My sole object is
to see that accommodation 1s given to the
children. It is the children of parents who
have gone out into the country away from
the conveniences of city life who should
receive preference in education, without which
they will not be able to compete in after
life with others.

Mr.. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): The
hon. member for Albert has complained
about schools which have been approved not
being erected; but, if the Government were
in & position to commence the erection of
new schools and repairs to existing buildings

at the end of the current year, even if the
hon member did not do it, his friends would
complain about the huge expenditure of the
Government, without making any mention of
the fact that a large portion of the money
was spent on new school buildings., There
is a big vote of about £1,250,000 for the
Education Department, but no mention is
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made of that when the expenditure of the
Government is being criticised. 1 hope that
the Government will not depart from their
policy of day labour in connection with the
erection of buildings.

Mr. Moore: I hope they will. It is the
most scandalous waste of money svhich has
ever taken place in Queensland.

Mr., FERRICKS: There is no comparison
between the two systems, not only in regard
to cost, but in the durability and complete-
ness of the work. When Mr. Paget was
Secretary  for Railways, he put into
“Hansard * a comparison of the cost of the
day-labour and contract systems, which
stands good to~day. We had a shocking
example only a few weeks ago, when tenders
were called for some sewerage work. The
Board engineer’s estimate for the work wa
£31,000 less than the contract price, with the
result that an alteration has been forced
upon those who opposed the day-labour
system as against the contract system, T am
also pleased to observe that a sum of £5,000
is allocated in the Estimates on account of
the commencement of the erection of a high
school at South Brisbane. That work is not
embodied in this Hstimate, but it appears
in the Loan Estimates. I hope that the
Government will not depart from the policy
of day labour in that regard. I should like
to see the erection of that building com-
menced this year, so that the school children
resident on the south side of the river from
Victoria Bridge as far as Beenleigh will
be catered for in that connection. 'The
Government can be given credit for their
endeavour to place educational facilities at
the convenience of the children in the
country. I heard the hon. member for Albert
complain about the need for ventilation and
light in the schools, but the modern style
of school now being erected supplies that
want. The schools evected within recent
vears give sufficient ventilation and light.

Hon. J. G. Areir: I was referring to the
old buildings.

Mr. FERRICKS: The schools now being
erected are of modern design and well
equlpped and they give sufficient ventila-
tion and light. It is only within the last
five or six years that this type of building
has been constructed by the Government.
Proper light and ventilation are important
factors, and the officials are also giving some
study to the sight of the children when
constructing new bmldlngs We cannot over-
estimate the value of that. The experts of
the department gemerally do not lose sight
of the negessity for these things. I see that
the sum of £5,000 is put on the Loan Esti-
mates for the new high school at South
Brisbane, and T hope the Minister will see
that a start is made with that building this
year.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I have no wish
to deprive South Brisbane of its high
school; but schools have been closed up m
my electorate owing to the fact that there
are only eight or ten pupils there, and I
think the wants of those chxld;en so far as
primary eduecation is concerned, should be
attended to before we spend money on a
new high school in South Brisbane, If
there is any money for a high school in South
Brisbane after attending to the primary
education of the children in the country,
then I have no objection to that school

Mr. Morgan.]
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Leing gone on with; but by all means let
us see that the children in the country geb
facilities for primary education first. I
know the policy of the Government in con-
nection with repairs, bub it is a mistake to
gcarry out repairs to schools under the present
system, as it is costing 200 per cent. or 300
per cent., more than would be the case if a
little common sense were exercised by the
Government officials connected with the
department. 1 do not blame the officials,
as 1 know it is a matbter of Government
policy. I could give numerous 1Hustz"‘1t10ns
but I will just cite the case of the school
at Taroom. The nearesi railway is 40
miles away; vyef, if repairs are required to
the school building, the department sends an
inspector from Toowoomba or Dalby. His
tmvellmg expenses have to be paid for two
cza,vs to Tarcom and two days back again.

The whole job will not cost more than £10,
yet the Government spend that amount in
the travehmg expenses of the inspector before
the job is started, The local school committee
could get the job done by a handy man
locally much cheaper than it costs the depart-
ment to send up an inspecter to report on
the proposed work.

Hon, W. Forean Swira: That is done.

Mr. MORGAN: The practice must be of
very recent origin, because I can give illus-
trations of cases where I khow men have
been sent to such jobs. I know of cases
where men have taken two days to get to a
job which has only taken one day to do, yet
we wonder why work is costing more ‘than
it did in the time of the Liberal. Govern-
ment. 1 say that local men are entitled to
the work. Why should the Government have
men in the large centres doing local men out
of work?

Mr. Dasr: When has this happened?

Mr., MORGAN: Has it not happened in
the hon. member’s electcrate? It has been
happening ever since the Labour Government
came into power. If is a silly and expensive
system, and there is nothing to be gained by
it. Qur buildings in country districts to-day
are in a more dilapidated condition than I
have ever known them to be. In the impor-
tant town of Goondiwindi the school and
teacher’s residence are in a disgraceful con-
dition. I can produce three or four letters
stating that the work has been referred to
the Department of Public Instruction, and
that it will be done when money is available.

Hon. W. Forean Swira: The work is to

be done.

Mr. MORGAN: I have got that answer
for the last three years. I go continually to
the Works Department, and each time I
get a letter from the department stating that
the work will be done when money is
available. ,

Hon. W. Foraaw Smyrra: The Minister in
charge of the department is now telling you
thafg the work has been approved and will
be done.

Mr. MORGAN: Will it be done within
the next five years?

Hon, W. ForeaN Swrrm: It will be done

this year

Mr MORGAN: I am very pleased to
know that. That is something definite. I

[Mr. Morgan.
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shall immediately write o the school com-
mittee and tell them that it will be done
this year. I feel quite sure tha%, notwith-
standing the fact that the Government have
been spending a great deal more money than
any other Government before, the money
they have spent has not had the same result
as one-half of that amount spent by previous
Governments, owing to the wasteful and
ex’cravagant pohcy pursued by the Depart-
ment of Public Works. It may be good
policy to bu:ld a high school in South Bris-
bane by day labour “and it may save money,

but I am quite sure that in the country a-

school ‘committee could get a ]ob done for
one-third of the amount it would cost the
department.

The SecreTsRY FOR Mines: How could i

be done?

Mr. MORGAN: You could empower the
school committee to spend so much money,
say, $£20, and you would get good value for
the money. I feel sure you would get much
better value than you do at present.

At 10.30 pom,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN said:
Under the provisions of Standing Order No.
307, I shall now leave the chair and make
my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The TrymporARY CHAIRMAN
gress.

reported pro-

The resumption of the Committee was
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.





