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FRIDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1522.

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, JIares)
took the chair at 11 a.m.

SUPPLY.

Restyprion of COMMITTEE—SIXTH
Day.

(Mr. Nirwan, Brisbane, in the chair.)
HowE SECRETARY'S IDEPARTMENT.
OUTDOOR RELIEF,

ALLOTTED

Question stated—
*That £52,072 be granted for ° Out-
door Relicf’ 7"—

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fust Toswoomba):
1 should like some explanation from the
Minister of the difference betwcen the vote
last year of £117,702 and the much reduced
vote of £52,072 this year. Some explanation
is necessary, particularly because I think it

ill be found from the Treasurer’s Financial

w5 that the amount actually spent last
vear was not less than £177,000.  Somwe
remarks were made last night as to the
anticipation of the Government of better
times and a reduction in unemployment.
Personally, I think there may be other
ressons for this reduction in the vote. We
have on the business-paper an Unemployed
Workers” Insurance Bill, and, perhaps, the
{+xcvernment are anticipating that they will
be able to deal under that measure with a
large body of people who are now receiving
benefits under this vote.

I would also like to know from the Min-
ister the number of prosecutions that have
leen instituted during the year against
persons who have been receiving money from
this vote and the number of convictions.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): Like the hon.
member for Kast Toowoomba, I think some
explanation is needed on the amount of the
vote this year, seeing that last year the
amount actually spent was approximately
£177,000. The Government arc asking this
vear for one-third of the amount which was
actually expended last year, and the Minister
has not given any explanation as to why the
amount asked for 15 so low. From our
observations and knowledge, and from the
reports which we read regarding the indus-
trial position to-day, we can say that there
is not going to be any decrease during this
year in the amount of uncmployment.
Certainly, at the present time, because of
the sugar harvesting operations, a large
number of men who previously were unem-
ployed are receiving work, but the big
bulk of the canecutters to-day will remain in
Quecnsland when the harvesting operations
have been completed.

Mr. Pesse: Noj; they do not.

Xr. BRAND : There are not as many com-
ing from other States as there were formerly.
When the cane harvesting operations cease,
we shall have the same amount of unemploy-
ment as existed last vear, and it will need
the expenditure of approximately the same
amount of money. The August number of
the “ Queensland Industrial Gazefte,”” which
is the latest publication of that journal,
contains reports from union secretaries
thronghout Queensland which show that there
is a considerable number of unemployed still
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in the State. The opinions of those people
prove that the prospects are not good for
employment in Queensland.  They have re-
ported that they have something like 2,074
cases of unemployed on their books. In
vesterday’s paper there was a report stating
that there is Iikely to be a further increase
of 200 m~n in the number of uncmplored,
due to the closing down of the Lake’s Creek
meatworks.  When you add to those figures
the number of non-unionists who are unem-
ployed, and those who follow occupations not
covered by awards, you will find that we
have in Queensland to-day something Iike
3,000 to 4,000 men who are unemployed. If
cach of those reeceives outdoor relief it will
mean the expenditure of something like
£1,000 a week, and if the state of affairs got
ny worse, we would expend the vote during
the year. The Cairns report says that the
prospects are not goed; so does the Clon-
curry report. The Gladstone report states
that they are not bright, and that from Ips-
wich that they are bad. In almost every
instance these reports from union secretaries
point out that the prospocts of employment
are bad. When the cane crushing is com-
pleted thousands of people will be unem-
ployed; and despite the fact that the Go-
vernment arc about to launch out in large
railway construction undertakings, they will
not be able to absorb the men who will be
unemployed.  We regret exceedingly that
It 13 necessary to have cven such an amount
as £52,072 placed on the Kstimates for out-
door relief, but it must be admitted that
unemployment is reaily the result of the
administration of the Government in power.

My, W. Coorrr: Piffle !

Mr. BRAXND: Ion. members opposite
have proved it. ““ Hansard ’ shows that the
Labour party, when in oppesition. stated that
it was the duty of the Government to look
after the wnemployed. I will quote what
otie of their eminent men said in 1914, when
another Government were in power, and
when the amount placed on the Istimates
for outdoor relief was only something like
£$a343 for twelve months. Mr. Lennon
sald—

“I want the Treasurer to understand
that unemplorment jis worse than the
bubonic plague or smallpox. It is worse
than any disease that anyone can name.
Unemployment is the curse of the work-
ing classes. It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to do everything they possibly can
to avert the disaster of unemployment to
a very large degree in Qucensland.”

Mr, Lennon definitely said that it was the
duty of the Government to do everything
possible for the unemploved. All the pre.
sent Government are doing for the unem-
ployed is to deflate men in the Public Service
and then offer them rations to the extent
of Bs. per week. TFive shillings per week is
not sufficient to keep a man properly fit
o that he can work when he obtains employ-
mment. These men” who are receiving rations
will not be in an efficient state to perform
work when they get it. The Government are
not doing all they possibly can to provide
relief. In 1915, shortly after the Labour
party came into office the hon. member for
Bowen said—

“ He regretted very much that thes
had to distribute outdoor relief in a State
like Queensland, but hes was convinced
that so long as they had production

Mr. Brand.]
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for gain instead of production for use,
50 long would they have to give outdoor
relief.”

Ilave not the Government been in
for something like eight
not tried to buy the farmers’ produce for use
and not for profit? There is more unemploy-
ment in Queensland to-day than ever existed
previously.

Mr. W, Coorer: No

Mr. BRAND : The hon.
further stated—

“ They would have to continue the
system as long as they remained under
the present social conditiens. Ile re-
gretted the arguments used by the leader
of the Opposition, who pointed out that
the number of persons who received out-
door relief would increase.”

power
ears, and have they

member for Bowen

The then leader of the Opposition recognised
that under the administration of the Labour
Government unemployment was certainly
going to increcase, and, unfortunately, thar

has been proved. Throughout Australia,
wherever the Labour party has heen in
power, there has always been an increase in
unemployment.

Mr. Forey: How does the hon. member
account for unemployment in anti-Labour
States?

Mr. BRAND :
further stated—
 How could the (Government be respon-
sible for what had taken place in May
or June. That was the effect of the past
Governments, and the present distress
was the effegt of past Governments.
How could they right the wrong

of centuries in less than a session of
Parliament? It was impossible for them
to do it. They were going step by step,
and if, after they had been in power for
three vears, the same number of persons
had to get relief, it would thea be the
duty of the Opposition to criticise them.”

On the statement of the hon. member for
Bowen it is the duty of the Opposition to
criticise the Government. I agree with the
hon. member that, if a Government are in
power for threec years and cannot relieve
unemployment, they deserve to be criticised;
and the pcople should exercisa their right
at the ballot box and remove them from
office. Only a few weeks ago the Premier
in Townsville stated that no man worthy
of being called a man should receive rations.

The PremieR: I did not. T said that no
able-bodied man should have to receive
rations,

Mr. BRAND : The unfortunate able-bodied
men cannot get work. Are they to starve? I
admit that, so long as they are out of work,
we must provide them with sufficient food to
enable them to exist.

The hon. member for Bowen

The Prexier: The hon. gentleman is
making a ‘“ Yes-No ” spectch.
Mr. BRAND: To-day that able-bodied

man whom the Premier spoke of only a few
weeks ago is unable to get work, and the
Premier cannot find him work, despite the
fact that he is borrowing millions of pounds
to relieve unemployment. Unemploryment
has been largely brought about as a resuls
of the policy that the party opposite have
been trying to put into operation in Queens-

[Mr, Brand.
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laud. It i3 a policy that is not <estined to
bring about a stabilised condition of things
in this State. We know that the Govern-
ment are continually harassing industry
Quecenstand.  They are contizucusly impos-
tug little pinpricks to harass indusiry, with
the result that people are not disp: sod to
enter into undertakings that would give
employment to a large number of men,
because there is no stability in industry.
This cursed perpeiual lease policy is also
the cause of unemployment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope hon.

members will endeavour to keep their remarks

strietly to the vote under discussicn. If we
are golng to have a general discussion on
the Government’s policy, I do not know
where it will end. The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the question of out-
door relief and the administration thereof.

2ir. BRAND: I accept your ruling, Mr.
Chairman, but I wax endeavourmg £t
show that the policy followed by this Govern-
ment has led to unemployment and has
caused the necessity for this large expendi-
ture on outdcor velief. I admit that the
MMinister 1n charge of the vote has a dutr
to perform to the people. I do uot know
whether he is of thu opinion that this
expenditure on cutdoor relief should go on
for all time, or whether he, as the repre-
sentative of the Governnmient, recognises that
comething should be done to relieve the
taxpayers of Queensland of having continu-
ally to find such a large sum of money to
provide relief for those unfortunate people
who cannot get work. In order to prevent
such a large expenditure for this purpose, the
Minister should seriously consider the advisa-
blhtv of entering into such unc.crtakmgb
which will pmvlde that those who receive
outdoor relief shall give some return for
what they receive. It is not right that any
person in the community, more particularly
the single men, should receive something
from the Government and give nothing in
return, and I would recommend the \Ilmster
to ostablish depdts in which goed food and
good clothes are provided for men out of
emplanlelt and which will see that they
perform some work in return for what they
receive.  He could devote his cnergies
towards cntering on a system  of paltlv
ready-made farms and employ these men to
get the land 1eady I notice by the *‘ Indus-
trial Gazette” that all classes of workers are
unemployed, including cooks, bakers, A.W.U.

members, engineers, carpenters, plumbers,
and others.
The SecreTARY ror Mines: Unemployment

is not confined to this State.

_ Mr. BRAND: The Government should go
in for the system of establishing partly
ready-made farms, and the men at these
depéts sheuld be given preference in the
taking up of those farms, so that they would
become  self-supporting. I trust that the
Minister will evolve a scheme like this, which
will reduce the expenditure in connection
with velief and be a great benelit to the tax-
payer. During the period in which Labour
has been in power in Quecnsland the vote
has increased from £5,870 to £177,000 last
year. Hon., members oppcsite have not ful-
filled the promises they made when they
wire in opposition, that they w (,md do some-
thing to bring about a state of affairs that
would result in less relief being necded.
Will the Minister explain why the Govern-
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ment are only asking for an appropriation of
£52,072, when they spent £177,000 last
year

The SzcreTARY FOR Mrxes: In due course.

Mr. BRAND: I submit that the reason
whs the amount is now reduced is because
the Government wish to put a better com-
plexion on the state of affairs and to lead
the people to believe that the position 1is
0.K. They do not know whether they may
not be facing an election in a few weeks, and
they want to be able to say to the people
that they are now spending less on relicf
than they were before. We find that last
rear, while they only appropriated £117,000,
they spent £60,000 over that amount. This
year ther are asking for an appropriation
of only £52,072; but ther will perhaps spend
£150,000 more than thoy ave appropriating.
I hope the Minister will explain why this
smaller appropriation is being asked for, and
whether it is being dene in order to put a
good complexion on the state of affairs and
lead the people to think that things are not
as« bad as they ave.

Mr., PEASE (Herbert): 1 wish to correct
some of the statements made by the hon.
member for Burrum. In the first place,
with regard to canecutters, the hon, member
said that it was not true that they went South
after the season. I am going to refer to
what Mr. Brenan, the representative of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, said in
the Arbitration Court the other day. He
said that, generally, as snon as the season
was over, the white workers went South. It
was very difficult to get them to stay.

Mr. Moreax: Some of them may have
done.
3Ir. PEASE: In that case, Mr. Brenan

wanted to prove that he could not get white
workers when the season was over. The
hon. member for Burrum, because he wants
to put his own construction on the matter,
tries to make out that the white workers do
not go South. I am also going to quote the
remarks of Mr. Watsen, of the Chamber of
Maunfactures, who is a rocognised authority
on these matters, and he is certainly not a
supporter of the Labour party. At a deputa-
tion of returned soldiers, in connection with
unemployment, Mr. Watson had this to say—

“As fast as we placc our unemployed,

others arrive from Southern States.”

The Queensland Labour Government is the
only Government in Australia which is trying
to cope with the unemplorment situation. As
the Home Secretary, in the able address
which he gave last session on these Esti-
mates, pointed out, the existing uncmploy-
ment is absclutely the result of the war.
The hon. member for Burrum twitted the
hon. member for Bowen and other hon.
members on this side with having said when
they were in opposition that they would deal
with the situation when they got into power,
but the hon. member did not say that the
war has occurred since then. "The hon.
meraber for Burrum also quoted the * Indus-
trial Gazetle” 1 am going to refer to some-
thing in the last issue of the *° Industrial
Gazette,”” which is well worthy of considera-
tion by hon. members. It is pointed oui in
that issue that the world’s recognised autho-
ritics state that the unemployment situation
is entirely the aftermath of the war. We
also have to remember that, when the Home
Secretary introduced these Nstimates last
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vear, he pointed out that the big bulk of
the money was not given to able-bodied men,
but to mothers and children, particulariy
children who were left as orphans. The
money was also given to destitute returned
soldiers. What is the position of the soldier
to-day? Sinc> he has come back he has been
serapped.  There is no doabt about that. If
anyone goes down to the Returned Soldiers’
Bureau he will sce the number of soldiers
who are out of work.

Mr. Moreax: Your Government are
responsible for that.
Mr. PEASE: The soldiers have been

scrapped, there is no doubt about that.
Mr. VowtEs: The Covernment will not
give work to a returned soldier.

Mr. PEASE: We have given more work
to unemployed men than any other State in
Australia, and I am going to prove it

Orrosition MEMBERS Interjecting,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope hon.
members will obey my call to order. I must
aslt hon, members on my left to respect my
call to ordzr. We have got until half-past
10 o’clock to-night to discuss this vote. I
hope hon. members will restrain themseclves
and give their observations on the different
votes in the proper way, and they will find
that that is much more effective than by
making interjections.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowvomba): 1 rise to
a point of order. 1 think that the leader
of the Opposition should be made to with-
draw that remark that the Government will
not employ a returned man.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of
order.

Mr. BreExnaN: It is quite untrue, anyhow.

Mr. Vowres: It is true,

Mr. PEASE: I have an extract here from
the meeting of the returned soldiers, which
reads—

“Mr. A. J. Russell, employment
officer, said that hundreds of returned
men were being attracted to Queensland
by the ° Distressed Diggers’ Fund.” A
wireless has gone throughout the Com-
monwealth among ¢ Diggers’ that money
for nothing was to be had in Brisbane.”

The favourable situation in Queensland has
besn made so by this Government going on
with developmental work,

Mr. MoreAN : Show us where the Govern-
ment have gone on with developmental work.

Myr. PEASE : If the hon. gentleman likes
to come with me I can show him where
there are 3,000 men employed on railway
construction works who were not employed
in January.

Mr. Vowtres: I suppose they are in your
electorate ?

Mr. PEASE: No; they are working
throughout Qucensland. We have men
coming here from other States looking for
work. The hon. member for Windsor said
last night that any men in Queensland who
really wanted work could get it. I came
past the Returned Soldiery’ Bureau yester-
day, and I saw hundreds of able-bodied men
there willing and anxious to work, but they
could nov get 1t

Mr. Morean: More shame to your Govern-
ment,

-

Mr. Pease.]
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Mr. PEASE : More shame to the would-be
patriots who induced these men to go to the
other side cf the world, and then, when they
came back, slung them on the scrap heap.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. PIASE: I will give you the com-
ments of a Sydney paper on the present
situation—

‘“There are thousands of young men
who went to the war, spent years on
service, and have never learned to work.
Strangely enough, too, most of them got
married during the war perind, when
ready cash was fairly abundant, They
now provide the most prominent figures
in the ranks of the unemployed. They
are improvident, unfortunate, but they
have to be reckoned with in future
national affairs.”’

The hon. member for Burrum said that the
unemployment existed only in Queensland.
As a matter of fact, it exists all over the
world. The first act of the Fuller Govern-
ment, which replaced the Dooley Govern-
ment in New South Wales, was to
appropriate £100,000 for the relief of the
uncmployed in New South Wales,

Mr. VowrEs: They were the unemployed
left by the other Government.

Myr. PEASE: It was a New South Wales
Government. What have we got to do with
it?

Mr. Moreax : You have morce unemployed
ia proportion.

At 11.28 a.m.,

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic), ons of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. PEASE : I havce another article herc
which shows the position of the unemployed
in Victoria. It says—

““The cold weather adds to the priva-
tions of the wunemployed, increasing
daily. Hopefully, 400 or so, as:emble
outside the Trades Hall every morning.”

Where do these men go to when they want
to get relief in Victoria? They do not go
to the Victorian Tory Government. They
go to the Trades Hall.. Hon. gentlemen
opposite decry the pcor unfortunate unem-
ployed in Victoria. If they go to the Vie-
torian Government they get nothing, so they
go to the Trades Hall, which does something
for them. This is what a Tory paper says
about the unemployed in Victoria—

‘“The officials of the Trades Hall are
determined to do something to alleviate
distress, and an unemployed committee
and employment bureau are being
planned. The Press offers poor consola-
tion in the publication of sordid facts in
connection with prevailing conditions,
cvoking any amount of sympathy, but
nothing more effective.”

Mr. Morgan: What is the name of that
paper? It is taken from a Labour paper.

Mr. PEASE: No; 1t is not,

Mr. Moreax: Well, give us the name of
the paper.

Mr. VowLes: And give us the date.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : 1 rise to a point
of order. Our Standing Orders provide
that, when quotations are read, they must
be laid on the table. That quotation should
be laid on the table.

[Mr. Pease.
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CMr. PEASE: Well I will quote from the
 Brisbane Courier.”  Following on that
deputation, this is what happened at a con-
ference of cmployers and cmployees, as
reported by the ¢ Courier”—
*“ UNRMPLOYMENT.
““ ABORTIVE CONFERENCE.

“ Melbourne, Friday.—Series of con-
f?ron(’u betweon reprosontatives of the
I'rades Hall Council and Timplorers’
Federation to try and arrive at some
solution of the unemployment problem
have proved abortive,

“The President of the Council (Mr.
Holloway) blamed the existing system of
competitive bargaining for the present
state of affairs. The only thing he could
suggest was a really scientific system of
nnemployment insurance with work so
regulated that there would be something
like regular employment for all. The
first charge for unemployment relief
should be on the industry concerned. If
an insurance scheme was introduced, and
a subsidy was necessary, the Government,
and not the worker, should pay the sub-
sidy. Ie thought the Quecensland system
was the only one which would meet with
the approval of organised labeur in Vie-
toria.

“The Chairman (Mr. Ashwood), Presi-
dent of the Employers’ Federation. said
the Trades Hall representatives had to
make up their minds whether they would
adopt an cvolutionary or revolutionary
mental attitude.

“The Trades Hall representatives. in

their  reply. submitted echemes for
national unemployment insurance,
workers’ compensation, motherhood

endowment, and the erection of workery’
houses. ¢ If vou and your colleagues are
prepared to stand for national schemes
of this character,” they wrote the
employers, ‘then we will be pleased to
co-operate with you, and have them made
law. If you cannot sce your way clear
to do so, then we do not think it will
serve any useful purpose ‘o go any fur-
ther with the confercnce.

* The emplovers declined to take part
in furthe: discussion=."’

That is what is happening in Victoria. I do
not want to be a carping critic of Vietoria.
I realise, as is pointed out in an article in
our “ Industrial Gazette.” that the unem-
ployment problem is world wide. It cannot

be solved by Qicenstand or by
[11.30 a.m.] Victoria. It 1s certainly the

opinion of anvone who thinks that
our Government have done everything pos-
sible to cope with it here. We have been
twitted about the men who have been placed
in work : we have been asked where they are.
Since the 1st January this year. 3,000 have
been placed in work at railway construction.
The Government have gone in for a develop-
ment scheme in the Burnett district, than
which no better has ever been evolved in
Australia. When the railway construction is
finished, it is intended to put men to work
on the farms; but whatever is done by the
(Gtovernment, the position is intensified by
the fact that employers will rot stand up
to their responsibilities. It was necessary a
while ago for the Australian Workers’ Union
to approach the Arbitration Court on behalf
of the canecutters in the Northern division
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of the State with a request for preference to
their members as against coloured labour, as
the following report will show :—

“ Mr., IIynes, representing the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union, read an affidavit
by C. Cook, Australian Workers” Union
organiser at Innisfail, to the effect that
seven Hindoos were employed by a South
Johnstone grower supplying firewood to
the mill, and four kanakas. With the
exception of two gangs, woodcutters for
Mourilyan mill were Malays, - At the
Colonial Sugar Refining mill at Goondi,
five kanakas were in one camp and eleven
Japanese in another, cutting wood for
the mill. He knew of only one returned
soldier cutting wood for Gooudi.

“ Mr. Brenan, advocate for the Colo-
nial Sugar Refining Company, admitted
that they had a number of Japanese and
kanakas so employed.

“The President of the Court asked.
¢ What inconvenience would it be to your
company to give preference to returned
soldiers and the Australian Workers’
Union?

“ Mr. Brenan replied, ¢ The members of
the Australian Workers’ Union cannot
refrain from going on strike. We rely
largely upon Japancse for our firewood
supply.” ”

Mr. VowLEs: Are they more reliable than
white men?

Mr. PEASE: That is the position in the
North. We find that the farmer who is
making a good deal out of the sugar indus-
try is not employing white workers.

I should like to quote a little from this
article in the ¢ Industrial Gazette’’ on unem-
ployment. It is a very fine article, and 1
commend it to the attention of every member
of the Opposition. It states that unemploy-
ment has reached a world-wide state of acute-
ness, and quotes an article from the ** World's
Work” of July this year, from which I make
the following extracts:—

“The situation in Great Britain at
present is a record of unemployment.

“The annual average percentage of
unemployment is 16.3 per cent.; the
nearest point to this was in 1879—11.4
per cent.

“The State Iusurance Fund of Great
Britain has had to horrow heavily from
the Treasury to cope with the position.

‘“Several local authorities in Great
Britain have lately declared themselves
bankrupt, the cost of poor relief being
more than they could bear.

‘“Great Britain has made greater
efforts in the way of relicving unemploy-
ment than other countries, but it is
feared the methods now in force must
break down.

““In the final analysis, the unemployed
question is a currency problem, and the
legacy of the war. The real solution
can only be in co-operation between the
nations, leading to a mutual cancellation
of war indebtedness. No single country
acting alone can solve this problem, and
no country can irmpose a solution, how-
ever beneficial, upon the other countries.”

That is the situation we experience in
Queensland. It does not matter what we
do in Queensland or what is done in any
of the other States in Australia. If a can-
cellation of the war debts is not made, a

1922—3 v

{1 SwPTEMBER.]

Supply. 1105

proper solution will never be arrived atb;
anybody who takes the trouble to think out
the situation must realise the truth of that
statement.  But in Quecnsland, as Mr.
Watson, the President of the Chamber of
Manufactures—an able man who does not
stand for Labour—is fair cnough to admit,
we have to cope with the unemployment of
Australia, because of our peculiar con-
ditions. According to the Opposition, any-
one would think that any man could go to
the Bureau and get a dole, but that is not
so. I can give hon. members an instance of
an  unemployed man which was brought
before me only the other day. A man was
employed for years in one of the largest jam
factories in Australia. Ie started in Vic-
toria, and came to Queensland to open up
business for his firm, and he did good busi-
ness here for them. The factory closed, and
hz received one month’s notice. He has six
or seven children and his own house, which
he had to sell, and he told me that he was
on the bread line, He is not a drunkard.
He said to me, © I have never had anything
to do with the Labour party in my life;
but now I am relying on charity from your
Government to keep my wife and children
from starvation.” T can producc the man for
the leader of the Opposition, if he wishes.
How can we cope with the unemployed when
we have to cope with the unemployed of the
other States as well as our own? Our
scatonal occupations bring them here. Cane-
cutters and shearers come from the other
States, and, when those seasonal occupations
cease, what are they to do? The farmers
during the off-season employ Japancse and
Hindoos. If the sugar-growers who are
making so much moncy would employ white
men in the off-season, there would be no
unemployment in the sugar districts.

I am satisfied that, if members of the
Committee will read that article in the
“ World’s Work” they will realise that this
situation will remain as it is till the cur-
rency problem is solved. Tt is really a
Commonwealth matter. If the Common-
wealth Government could do something tan-
gible, the position might be improved. They
have now come along with a little road-
building scheme. They made available a
certain sum for roadmaking before; but when
that was spent, the men were stranded again,
and they are now at the Soldiers’ Employ-
ment Bureau looking for work. Thes had
only a little temporary work. These men are
not capable of doing well at navvying work;
they cannot do hard work. We are told,
“Put them on the land.” You cannot put
everrbody on the land. A clerical man can-
not go on the land; he looks for clerical
worlk., The Employers’ Federation of Queens-
land, as_in Victoria, will not stand up to
their obligations. The Labour party are the
only party who are trving to do something,.
The TUnemployed Workers’ Insurance Bill,
which will be before this Chamber shortly,
is a true effort to grapple with the situation.
It is all very well for hon. members opposite
to say that we are not looking after the
interests of the worker. We are doing our
best. No greater problem confronts this
Governmeunt than that of unemployment. We
vealise that it is a growing evil, and we
have to do our best to stand up to it. As the
Home Secretary pointed out last year, the
big bulk of this money is used in kecping
women and children from starvation. News
of our developmental scheme has travelled
and men are flocking here from other States.

Mr. Pease.]
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If the State can absorb those men, look Mr. VOWLES: We are told to excuse
what fine citizens they will make. The what the hon. member for Bowen said in
Opposition are continually defaming the 1915, because the unemployment we have
Government. The hon. member for Bowen to-day is the aftermath of the war. Did the
and other hon. members on this side were  Secretary for Mines not say, during the
sincerc in the remarks they made in past  Paddington by-election, that within two

years when they were in opposition. The
war was not then on. Our Government have
had to cope with the difficulty under
unparalleled conditions. Never before in
the history of the world has there been so
much unemployment. Instead of the Oppo-
sition indulging in carping criticism regard-
ing these doles, they should help the Govern-
ment in what they are doing to cope with
the situation,

Ay, VOWLES (Dalby): The hon. member
quoted the remark of some authority on the
sugar question  regarding Hindoos and
Japanese. I said to him, ‘“ Are they more
reliable than the white men?”

Mr. WEIR: You said they were.

Mr. VOWLES: That is the direction in
which hon. members are trying to twist my
remaris.

Mr., Pessg: Mr. Brenan, of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, said they were
more reliable.

Mr. VOWLES: What has been said by
anyonc clse does not concern me, I want to
scotch the suggestion tnat I have expressed
that opinion. I could see hon. members
opposite putting their heads together, and
I concluded that that is the construction they
will attempt to saddle me with.

I have listened this morning to figures
quoted from no less an authority than the
official labour organ of the Government—
the ¢ Industrial Gazette.” It shows, on the
asuthority—net of Tory individuals, but of
union secrectaries in the various districts—
that on the date on which the figures were
corapiled there were in the various unions in
Quecnsland 2,071 unemployed. A glance
through the reports will show that a large
number do not give figures; some say that
the conditions are bad, some that they are
fair, others that they are moderate. But
very seldom do you find that the figures are
given. Those which are given account for
2,071 men who are out of work. In addition
to that, you have to ascertain how many
non-unionists are unemployed. We know
that big mecatworks have had to closc down
in the Central district.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
little over 3,000 persons.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know where the
hon. gentleman gets his figures from. Has he
any vecord of the unemployment existing
amongst non-unionists?  We see that 300
meatworkers are about to be placed on the
unemployed market.

An Osrosition MeumBER: And there are
1,600 returned soldiers out of work.

Mr. VOWLES: So the figures must be
getting into the vicinity of 3,500 unemployed.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Some of those
are duplicate registrations.

Mr. VOWLES: What is the good of talk-
ing about duplication? What is the good
of publishing these lists if the hon. gentleman
is going to turn round and say that there is
duplication ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I know a man
who registered for employment in three
different places in a week.

[Mr. Pease.
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months after his election the unemployment
preblem would be solved in Queensland?
Unemployment is on the increase in Queens-
land, and we have 3,500 to-day unemployed.
At the time of the Paddington by-election,
what were the figures in regard to unem-
ployment ?

The SECRETsARY FOR MINES: A
3,000.

Mr. VOWLES : Now there are 3,000 union-
iste, while another 300 are coming on to the
market, and we have not the figures regard-
ing the unemployed non-unionists.

The SECRETARY FOrR MINES:
came from other States.

Mr. VOWLES: It is all very well to
apologise for the remurks of the hon.
member for Bowen. If it is the aftermath
of the war, I would like the Secretary for
Mines to explain his position.

The SECRETARY FOR MINFES:
to do so.

Mr. VOWLES: In the face of the figures,
I do not see how he can. I remarked a little
while ago that the Government are not too
sympathctic to the unemployed returned
soldier. I was taken to task by the hon.
member for Toowoomba, who rose to a point
of order. I venture to say that we shall be
able to show specific cases.

Honourable Members conversing in loud
tones—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T repeat, for
the special benefit of all members, that the
“ Hansard” staff are working under diffi-
culties, 1 hope that hon. members will not
make their task more difficult.

Mr. VOWLES: I think that we shall be
able to show specific cases in which returned
soldiers not only have been refused work,
bur have been refused the doles which are
given to the unemployed.

Mr. Dasu: Where?

Mr. VOWLES: The hen. member for
Aubigny will relate the case of an Imperial
soldier who was refused work, and he and his
wife were refused rations. The rcason was
that he had had the temerity to write a
letter to the Press expressing his opinion of
Government methods.

The SecreTARY FOR MINES: Is
Willis?

Mr. VOWLES: Yes. (Government laugh-
ter.) Will the hon. gentleman table all the
papers connected with the case?

The SecrEPsRY TOR BMINES: Yes.

Mr. VOWLES: I ask the hon. gentleman
to do it during this debate.

Mr. HarTrey: I bet the hon. member for
Aubigny does not bring the case up.

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES: Is it not rather
strange that I could tell you the name?

Mr. VOWLES: He was an English war
worker, and his wife was a war worker.
They were receiving rations, and an order
was given that they were not to get them.
Why? Because the man had written &
letter to the paper. That is the only con-
clusion that I can come to. I want those

little aver
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papers to be placed on the table of the
House. The Minister says that he will do
it. I challenge him to do it, and let the
publiz see the strength of this. It is all
very well for us to criticite the Government
and complain against this money being
expended. We all admit that the Govern-
ment must exercise charity in deserving
cases. Wherever you go you will find that
there are unfortunates who live on charity.
Some of them make a business of it; others
are forced to do so through their own mis-
fortune. All Governments have to make
provision for that class of person. In 1915
the amount which wes nccessary under a
previcus Government was under £5,000 a
year. Under this Government it is neces-
sary to find in the vicinity of £177,000 for
the same purpose, The cause of this, to my
mind, iz, first of all, that encouragement is
not given in many cases for those persons
to get work. We are reaching the position
that people regard it as a right to go and
get these doles; and some prefer to do it
rather than to look for work.
At 1140 a.m.,

The Cuamryan resumed the chair.

Mr. VOWLES: They are cncouraged in
many cases. 1 agree with the Premicr that
single men should not be given rations in
the way that they have been given in the
past. Work should be found for them. My
claim has always been, both with respest to
thic matter and what I call ¢ waste wages”
in Government departments, that it would be
better for the Government and for the
coffers of the State if some veturn was
obtained for the money expended on rations.
We would then have some assets for the
money taken out of the Treasury. If we only
obtained 15 per cent. or 20 per cent. in
results, it would be far better than receiving
no value, as is the case.to-day.

Mr. Dasu: Give us some idea of what you
would do.

Mr. VOWLES: Are theve not many forms
of public works which could be carried on
in various districts? Instead of the men
waiting for seasonal employment, ther could
be employed in connection with some of the
big public works. They could be put on to
do clearing and carrying out some of the
earthworks in connection with the proposed
railway lines. Some time ago a member of
Parliament said to a man who had just come
from the caneficlds at the conclusion of a
season, “ Don’t draw your money out of the
Savings Bank. Go and get rations.”

GoveryMENT MEMBERS: Was that one of
the members of the Opposition?

Mr. VOWLES: No, it was
member.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS : Name him.

Mr. VOWLES: It was m Marrborough.
If that system is going to be continued, it
is going to breed a new generation of per-
sons who will never work, but who will
depend on the Government for their
“tucker’” free of charge. I sincerely trust
that better supervision will be given to this
department in future. We do not object
to dessrving cases of charity, but we do
strengly object to one secction of the com-
munity being heavily taxed in order that
anothsr section may be encouraged to live
a life of idleness and without doing any
work.

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The leader
of the Opposition, with his crocodile tears,

a Government
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pretends to extend to the unemployed and
the workers genecrally his appreciation of whas
the Government are not doing. We have
only to go back a little way to appreciate
what was sought to be done at a time of
great necessity, when the hon. member sab
behind a delegation which went to England
to prevent loan moner coming here for public
works.

Mr. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. gentleman in order in saying
that I sat behind a delegation that went to
England to prevent loan money coming here,
when 1 have emphatically denied that before
in this House?

Mr. BRENNAN: I sccept the hon. mem-
ber’s statement. After all is said and done,
we.know that he has got to do as his masters
outside tell him. He does not know anything
of these matters personally; but, when his
masters outside pull the string and say that
he has to do so and so, he has got to do it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
hon. gentleman will conncct his remarks with
* Qutdoor Relief.”

Mr. BRENNAN: T am showing why relief
is necessary when unemployment exists.
Had that dclegation not gone to England,
we would have been able fo continuc public
works. There would have becn some unem-
ployment, becaunse men would have come
from other Stsztes, having been forced out of
New South Wales, Victoria, and South Aus-
tralia by Governments representing the
capitalistic classes. They would come here
because they would know that better condi-
tions prevailed here. Lying statements were
circulated in the South that Queensland was
a Bolshevik State and men could get food
here without working. It was alwn stated
that men could come to Queenszland where
they would have to do no work and could
receive high wages without doing anything.
The people came here believing those lying
statemente,

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
man went down South.

Mr. BRENNAN: T never employad China-

men.

Mr., J. H. C. Roserrs: The hon. member
employs detectives. {Laughter.)

Mr. BRENNAN : If the other side employ
secret agents, I will employ detectives. Had
the hon. member for Pittsworth emplored
white labour instead of twenty Chinamen
on his farm, there would have been twenty
more men cmployed in a useful occupation.
Owing to the slump in the cattle industry
and in the mining industry, thousands of
men were thrown out of work. "Had those
two industries been kept going, all the unem-
ployment in Quecnsland would have disap-
peared, and thousands in the other States
could have been absorbed. The leader of the
Opposition said that the Government have
refused to recognise returned scldiers, and
that they were giving preference to men
who were not returncd soldiers. He sug-
gested that 3,000 men should be discharged
from the railways. Every railway employee
who went to the war and came back was put
back in the railwav service, QOurs is the
only Government who stood loyally to their
employees after they came back from the
war. Hon. members opposite say that it is
the duty of the Government to find work. and
then, on the other hard, they say, ‘“ Why
do you not discharge 3,000 railway em-
ployees?” It is impossible to please the

Mr. Bresiuan.]

The hon. gentle-
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Opposition. The Sydney “ Daily Telegraph”
of 22nd May, 1922, said—

“ UNEMPLOYMENT BECOMING WORSE.

‘“ POSITION AT NEWCASTLE,

“ Where 7,561 men were employed at
six large Newesstle establishments in
April, 1921, there were only 3444 em-
ployed last month. The uncmployment
question is most acute at Newcastle in
consequence, but the situation throughout
the State has grown worse during the
last couple of months, according to official
figures,”

Since the advent of the Fuller Government
in New South Wales, the basic wage has
been reduced to £3 18s. per week, hours
have been increased, and other privileges
have beon token from the workers in that
State, yvet the workers cannot find work.

Mr. Vowpes: Did not the Arbitration
Court do that?

Mr. BRENNAN: The Arbitration Court
is abolished so far as the public scrvants in
that State arc concerned., The ¢ Daily
Telegraph” further said—

“The monthly report of the Govern-
ment, Labour Bureau gives the following
statement of the position:— °

In the metropolitan area, the esti-
mated number of unemployed at the
end of March was 6,000, and at the
end of April this number has increased
to 6,500.

In the country, it was estimated that
at the end of March the number of
unemploved was 7,000, and at the end
of April this number had increased to
8,000. The increase in the metropoli-
tan arca is due to the influx of unem-
ploved from other centres, and to the
curtailment of a number of manufac-
turing industries due to the approach
of the winter scason.

The closing down of additional por-
tions ¢f the XNewcastle steel works
increased the ranks of the local unem-
ployed, but many of these workers
travelled from other parts of the State
in search of employment. Notwith-
standing the discharge of large numbers
of men during the past few months at
Lithgow, there was not more than fifty
local unemployed at the end of the
month,”

The Melhourne ‘“ Age” said--
“ WHAT THEY FOUGHT roR.
‘‘ EX-SOLDIERS’ SORRY PLIGHT.

“ Malteze are being kept on municipal
Wé‘)]f"}{ in Melbourne and ex-soldiers put
off.’

Vet, hon. members opposite come into this

Chamber and say, “ We are the friends of

the returned soldiers.” The attitude that the

Labour Government took up in

[12 p.m.] regard to the returned soldiers

was that immediately the war

was over the returned soldiers were told to
get back into civil life.

Mr. Moraean: No preference.

Mr. BRENNAN: There never was pre-
ference. The KEmployers’ IFederation have
got on their platform ““ Preference to

Returned Soldiers,” but they say, “If we
employ a returned soldier and he is not

[Mr. Brennan.
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successful in his employment, we dare not
sack him because we will lose customors.”
And because they are afraid to sack a
returned soldier they dare not employ him,
and the hon. member for Toowong knows
that that is quite true.

Mr. MAXWELL:
untrue.

Mr. BRENNAN: I know it is true. The
returned soldiers say, *“ We dare not wear
a badge, because, if we are wearing a badge
when we go into a place seeking employment,
we cannot get work.”

Mr. Moncan:
join the unions.

Mr. BRENNAN: That appiies to every
person. There is no use in anyone joining
a union when there is no work for him
in the union. The Government are doing the
best they can for those out of employment.
They cannot do impossibilities. Hon. mem-
bers cpoosite want us to reduce this vote
and give these people no assistance at all.
They object to borrowing money for repro-
ductive works. They say we are going head-
fong in debt, and we must not borrow
further sums. They have no system at all
to meet the situation, while the Premier has
been responsible for the cotton-growing
scheme. Premier Theodore is the man who
devised the cotton scheme. I am going to
quote a telegram headed “ Soldier~’ Employ-
ment,  Melbourne Registrations’”  which
appeared in the ¢ Telegraph” of 16th May.
1922—

“ Seventy-six men were placed in work
through the Returned Sailors and Sol-
diers’ Employment Bureau last week.
Thiz might have been regarded as fairly
satisfactory but for the fact that in the
same period 219 new registrations were
received,  On Saturday 765 names were
on the books. On the previous Saturday
the number was 642.7

Then, in the Sydney ““Daily Mail” of 17th
May there is a telegram headed, ¢ Starving
Fx-soldiers,” which reads—

“ The Returned Soldiers’ League rcoms
were beseiged this morning by returned
soldiers in scarch of employment. Many
told the secretary of the league that ther
had had nothing to ‘eat since midday
on Monday, and several declared that
ther had passed a very cold night in the
Domain.

“The Cabinet this afternoon discussed
the question of unemployment generally.
A subcommittee was appointed to go
into the whole matter on the reports
which were before Cabinet with full
power to make any further investigation
considered necessary.’”’

In the “Daily Mail” of 15th March. 1622,
we find this—
“Days or HUNCER.
““ SOLDIERS’ PITITUL PLIGHT.

“The secretary of the Returned Sol-
diers’ League stated to-day that the posi-
tion of the men was pitiful, and was worse
than ever. Some of the men, he said,
had had nothing to eat for two or three
days.”

Just compare the condition of the returned
soldiers in Sydney with the position of the
returned soldiers in Queensland. While there
arec many returned soldiers in Quecnsland

I know it is ab:olutely
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who are out of employment, the position here
is nothing like so serious as it is in New
South Wales and in Victoria, and the reason
for that is because we have a sympathetic
Government in Queensland, and a Govern-
ment who are not afraid to spend money in
developing Queensland. We know very well
that, if this Government went out of power
to-morrow, hon. members opposite would cur-
tail loan expenditure and go in for retrench-
ment in a wholesale fashion, We know very
well that on the railways alone they would
discharge 3,000 men.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBzrTS:
would ?

Mr. BRENNAN: Your leaders said there
were 3,000 too many men on the railways.
You have said that if you were here——

Mr. J. H. C. RoBrrTs: You had a pretty
good ruil.

Mr. BRENNAN: You had
than I did.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I appeal to
the hon. member to continue his speech and
not to take so much notice of interjections,
and I appeal to hon. members not to inter-
jeet. All interjectiou:s are disorderly.

Myr. BRENNAN: Especially senseless inter-
jections. This Government have done more
than any Government in the world to deal
with the question of umemployment. Last
vear the surplus of imumigrants over emi-
grants was 4,000, Most of those 4,000 were
workers who came from the other States,
and if we have 3,600 unemploved in Queens-
land to-day, it is due to the fact that a large
number of workers have come into Queens-
land frosn the other States during the last
twelve months.  The whole thing resolves
itself into this—that the Government are
still continuing their policy of development,
and if the metal market and the cattle
industry improve-—

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: “ If.”

Mr, BRENNAN: I have enough faith to
say that the cattle industry is shortly going
to improve. This Government are not respon-
<ible for the failure of the Hnglish market
or for what happened in the Argentine.
During the war, the pastoralists got as high
as 5bs. per 100 1b. for their meat. Since
then the price has come down to 14s. or 15s.,
but they got 58: while this Goveriment were
in power; yet hon. membars opposite tell
us that the cattle industry cannct improve
ile this Government remain in powser. It
is ridiculous to hold the Government respon-
sible for the slump in the cattle industry.
The Government must not allow one deserv-
ing individual to go without being supplied
with food. I for one would not star:d behind
a Government that would allow a hungry man
to go without some rations if, through no
fault of his own, he was out of work., In
my electorate we have able-bodied mcn who
are anxious and willing to work but who
at times find themselves out of work. It is
through no fault of the Government that
ther are out of work. It is because we have
been going through hard times; but times
are going to improve, and these workers
will bear with the Government knowing that
they will look after the welfare of the workers
of Queensland.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): The hon. mem-
ber for Herbert in his recent spcech in this

Who said they

a better run
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Committee, in my opinion, was guilty of
wilfully endeavouring to dcceive this Com-
mittee.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in saying that an hon. member
is guilty of wilfully deceiving the Committee,
and I hope the hon. member will withdraw
it.

Mr MORGAN: If it is not parliamentary,
[ will withdraw it and say that the hon.
member endeavoured to deceive the Com-
mittec.

Mr. HARTLEY : I rise to a point of order.
Is the hon. member for Murilia in order in
saying that the hon. member for Herbert
cndeavoured to deceive the Committee? It
is not parliamentary to accuse any hon. mem-
ber of attempting to deccive the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask the hon.
member for Murilla whether he made use
of those words.

Mr, Morgan: Words similar to them.

The CITAIRMAN : Then I hope the hon.
member will withdraw. I take it that the
hon. member has sufficient knowledge of
parliamentary procedure to enable him to
address the Committee without using uupar-
liammentary language.

Mr MORGAN: I will withdraw and stard
again. The hon. member for Ilerbert, by
quoting information and refusing to give
the name of the paper he quoted, was not
acting in accord with parliamentary pro-
cedure.

Mr. Pease: I will give vou the name of
the paper. As a matter of fa'ct, thq para-
graph I quoted from was printed in last
Sunday’s paper and was taken from a Mel-
bourne paper, but it did not say’what Mel-
bourne paper it was. I intend fo find out
what paper it was.

Mr. MORGAN: I am pleased to hear
that. The hon. member should have made
that explanation when he was challenged.
When hon. members quote from a newspaper,
the first interjection from the other side is,
“What paper is it?77 and “W haﬁ is the
date? ” DRut the hon, member refused fo
give us that information, s}lowing that1hé>
came here with imperfect information, liixd
we let the matter go without challenging the
hon. member, he, by inference, would have
caused people who read his speech to come to

the eonclusion that the informstion was
obtained from some Tory papsr in the
South——

Mr. Pras Tt was taken from either the

“Age” or the “Argus.”

Mr. MORGAN: And that it was copied

from a newspaper which was out "cof con-
demn the Trades Hall in vespest of the

uncmployment in that State. The hon. mem-
ber also endeavoured to lead the Committen
to believe that the relief given to the people
who are out of work is confined to the sick
and infirm. We have not got the figures
for the year which has just expired, and I
hope that the Minister will give us those
figures before the vote goes through. It 1s
a pity we have not got the report; but this
is only one of many instances in which hon.
members are expecled to discuss important
matters without having the departmental
reports to assist them. In looking over the
report for 1921—T hope the bon. member for
Herbert will listen to this, and will not

Mr. HMorgan.]
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attempt to try and lead the Committee to
believe that the doles which were distributed
last vear were principally given to those
who were in need owing to illness and
Infirmity.

Mr. Prisg: The Home Secrctary is my
authority. Why did you not reply to the
Home Secrctary last session?

Mr. MORGAN: I will give the figures
which are conbained in the report for 1920-21.
and no doubt they will be similar, or greater,
for the vear just eéxpired. In 1921-22 those
who received assistance were 82 aged and
sick men, 64 wives of aged and sick men.,

226 widows, 74 deserted women, and 139
wives of men away, or a total of 585,

Mr. Pease: How many families?

Mr. MORGAN : 1,584 families.

Mr. Pease: How many wives of able-
bodied men? Don’t mislead the House.

M MORGAN: Those families include

the families of able-bodied men. There were
1,017 able-bodied men and 904 wives of ablo-
bodied men who received assistance, show-
ing that almost every one of those able-
bodied men, with the exception of about 109,
had wives who received assistance. No doubt
they had families, which are included amongst
the 1,500 families which received assistance.
Th:  ebleboditd men and women who
received assistance numbered 1,923, as against
585 who received assistance owing to the
fact that they were wives, widows, deserted
women, auvd wives of men who were away.
The figures show that 1,923 abie-bodied men
and women were forced last year to seek
assistancs from the Government because ther
could not get work. The hon. member wished
to infer that that was the aftermath of the
war; but that is not so. I will admit that
a great deal of unemployment throughout
the world has been the ‘aftermath of the
var; but the war has been over for some
considerable time; and., if we had had a
Government in power who were out to assist
industry, there would not have been the
unemplorment that there is to-day in Queens-
fand.  The trouble is that the. Government
have placed so many burdens on industry
that a great many of them have ceased
io give employment to the workers, whoss
familics have had to receive assistance in
order to keep the wolf from the door.

I blame the Arbitration Courts to a very
great extent for the present position. The
Arbitration Courts did not realise the fact
that after the war there would be a slump
in the prices ¢f minerals, and that, unless
the overhead charges and the wages receded
in accordance with that fall in prices, mining
operations could mnot be continued. The
Arbitration Court judges, unfortunately,
adopted the principle that, if an industry
could not pay a certain wage, it should ceasa
to exist. I think that is a wrong attitude
to take up, and it is the cause of a great
deal of unemployment in Australia to-day.
The Court should have adopted the attitude
that an industry should be allowed to remain
in existence ard give cmployment by redue-
ing wages in conformity with any reduction
which might take place in the selling price
of the product of the industry.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER: When did an
Arbitration Court judge say that an industry
should ceoase to exist?

Mr. 2IORGAN: Mr. Justice Higgins mads
use of the expression on one occasion that,

[Mr. Horgan.
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if an industry could not afford te pay
certain wages, it should cease to exist. The
Secretary for Mines told us that in 1914
copper could be payably mined in Quecens-
land at £60 a ton.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Af one time it

was payable at £54 a ton.

Mr. MORGAN : That is the price which
the hon. gentleman stated was paid before
the war, and the industry was then in a
flourishing condition. Owing to the war the
price of copper went up, and likewise the
overhead charges. Although the market price
is actually £10 better to-day than it was in
1814 prior to the war, we find that the
industry cannot now be carried on at a
profit. The Minister admits that that is so.
if the conditions were made similar to those
which existed in 1914, would it not be better
for all the men who are cmployed in that
industry ¥ Would there be the same number
of unemploved in Queensland to-day? The
inister will admit that there would not.
While you may increase wages and reduce
hours of work in industries which find a
market in Australia, the moment industrics
have to compete in the overseas markets they
cannot continue to carry on under thosc con-
ditions, The trouble is not with industries
which have only to compete one against the
other in Australia, and which are protected
by high duties, but in regard to those indus-
tries which have to find a market for their
products outside Australia. Those industries
are not giving employment to the workers
to-day, and that is the reason why we have
such a large army of unemployed 1n Queens-
land and other parts of Australia. If all
those industries were employing the same
number of men that they employed in 1914
men would not be compelled to go to the
Government for doles in order to keep their
wives and families.

Mr. Brenxxax: What
referring to ¢

fr. MORGAN : Therc is copper mining,
for instance, There is a_ good market for
copper at the present price. This is only
one of the matters appertaining to unem-
ployment, and one of the directions in which
the Government have failed, The Arbitra-
tion Courts throughout Australia have also
failed to grasp the situation. The hon.
member for Herbert stated that there was a
large number of soldiers out of work., I
deplore the fact that a number of men who
fought for their countrr caunot obtain work
at the present time, while others who did
not go, but who shirked their responsibility,
have got fine jobs and are retaining those
positions. It 1s unfortunately a fact ‘r,.hat
bon. members opposite have not got any time
for returned soldiers, The hon. member for
Toowoomba himself admitted that he said
to men when they came back from the war,
“We do not intend to give you any pre-

industries arc you

ference. Take off your uniforms and become
civilians,”

Mr. BrEsxaA¥: “And forget the war.”
Quite right.

Mr. MORGAN: That is what the hon.

gentleman said. We know that that is the
policy of the Labour party, and the fact that
they went to the war docs not convince the
Labour party that they deserve any con-
sideration over the men who stayed at home.
Hon. members opposite cannot deny that
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fact, so why blame ths Employers’ Federa-
tion or others because the soldiers cannot
get work ?

Mr. WixstaNLey : Why blame the Govern-
ment ?

Mr. MORGAN: The Government should
give work to the returned soldiers, and
should give them preference. In some cases
when the soldiers do not belong to a union,
they are told to go and get union tickets;
but when they apply for tickets they are
turned down. They are told that there are
so many mcmbers of the union out of work,
and the officials refuse to issue any more
tickets. That is the reaszon why some returned
soldiers cannot get work—because they do
not belong to the wunicn. If an cmployer
rave work to a returned soldier who did not
have a union ticket, the other men would
say that he was a non-unicnist and they
would go on strike.

Mr. BreExxax: Quite right.

Mr. MORGAN : Sceme of our friends oppo-
site say that these statement are incorrect,
but the hon. member for Toowoomba is
courageous enough to admit that what I am
sayving is correct,

Mr. BrExNax: They should join a union.

Mr. HarTLEY : The unions kept their dues
paid up all the time they were away. Why
should they not take out their fickets when
they come back?

Kir. MORGAN: I admit that in some
instances their dues were paid while they
were awav; but the members of the Labour
party have never been sympathstic towards
the veturned soldiers any more than they
have been towards the ordinary worker.

Mr. BRExNAN: We stind for the masses
of the people.

Mr. KIORGAN: The Labour party put
the returned soldier in the same category
as any ordinary worker who may be looking
for a job. T have endeavoured to make sug-
gestions to the Government to adopt some
other policy than that of giving doles and
getting nothing in retwn. If the Govern-
ment had adopted my suggestions, we would
have something to show for the money they
spent last year in doles. We know that
doles were paid to 1.090 able-bodied men.
No doubt there were many capable men
amongst them. My suggestion was that,
inste~a of paying out £174,000 in doles to
these men without asking them to do any
wwork for it, it would be bstter to give them
something to do. It is a serious thing to
pay out all this monecy, and it is a reflec-
tion upon the Government that they have
nothing to show for it. The Government
cannot point to any public work to show
that they got any return for the expenditure
of any part of this £174,000. If the Govern-
ment cannot get full value for the moneyv
they spend, they should at least get some
value. I svuggested last year that an area
of land should be allotted for the unem-
ploved. That land could be cut up into
small areas and the unemployed put to
work on it, ringbarking the trees and fenc-
ing in the different areas. The land could
b2 made suitable for farms, and, if any of
the unemployed wished to take up any of
that land, they could do so. What would
have been the result if that policy had been
adopted last year? If we had spent £174,000
in the Dawson Valley last year, we could
have paid £1 8s. an acre to the unemployed
engaged in the work, and we would have
got over 100,000 acres of land ready for
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men to start cotton-growing. We would
then have had something to show for the
money spent. What have we got to show
now? Absolutely nothing. The Govern-
ment should go in for these matters in a
practical manner, but they are continuing
the same old practice of paying out doles.
I quite admit that it is nccessary to give
some relief. We cannot let people starve.
That practice was infroduced, mnot by a
Labour Government but by a Liberal Go-
vernment. Years before ever there was a
Labour Covernment men could go to the
various police stations and get rations. No
one can say that the old Liberal Government
allowed men and women tc starve. Such a
thing cannot be proved, at any rate. But
we never encouraged the loafer in any way.

Mr. Harrrey: You fed them on blue peas.

Mr. MORGAN: This
doles.
Mr. Hantrey: You gave them blue peas.

Mr. MORGAN: We succeeded in finding
them work.
Mr. WINSTANLEY : You

VMr. MORGAN: We succeeded in finding
work for all the people who would work.
The werk on the railways will not absorb
all the unemployed that we have goi, so 1
suggest to the Government that they should
map out a comprehensive scheme for th=
expenditure of the £52,000 we have got on
tho Hstimates. If the Government had some
businessiike scheme. there would be some-
thing to show for the money. The Govern-
ment have failed miserably in their duty
with respect to the unemployed. They have
taken mno steps to solve the difficulty. We
know that thrre is a greater amount of unem-
ployment in Queensland than in any other
State.

CGovernment give

aid not.

Mr. PreEsxxax: What about the Burnett
scheme? That will absorb 3,000
Mr. MORGAN: There are many men

who cannot be cmployed on the Burnett
scheme. There are many men who cannot
work on railway comstruction, but they
would be more useful to the State if they
wore put on other work instead of being
given doles. The present system 1s no good
to the State, and should not be tolerated
any longer than is possible. We know that
people are coming from the other States to

Queensland because we are giving them
doles. ]
Mr. Hamrtoey: You came from Victoria
yourself.

Mr. MORGAN: I came from Victoria to
do work in Queensland and to provide work.
T have always done work since I came here.
and I have provided a lot of work for othess.
1 had a certain amount of mency when
came from Victoria, and I have spent it
all in Queensland. I have done more for
Queensland  than many hon. members
opposite who have lived here for years, but
have done nething but preach discontent and
strife. That is what has brought about
uncmployment.  Hon. members  opposite
preach strikes, discontent, and unrest in the
different industries. Men who do that are
certainly not public benefactors.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): Like overybody
else, I regret that in a young State like
Queensland it is necessary to provide relief
for men who are not able to carn sufficient
money to keep themselves in comfort in the

Mr. Harlley.]
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usual avenues of employment. The discus-
sion which has taken place does not encour-
age anyonc to think that hon. members
opposite have any suggestions to offer that
will Jead to a solution of the unemployed
difficulty. I am very much in accord with

the remarks of the hon. member
[12.30 p.m.} for Herbert thut a good deal of

the stagnation of indusiry has
been caused by the dislocation of the world’s
finances and by the huge levy that is being
made on a young and undeveloped country
in consequence of the tremendous destruc-
tion of property in the war and the price
we are being asked to pay. If the patriots
of this country, the people who love and
believe in her de sumoa, are genuine and
sincere, they will be able to make suggestions
along lines that will lead to a solution. The
drain of interest on war debts would alone
be suflicient, if diverted to other channels
to give valuable and reproductive employ-
ment to every man who is at preseut cut of
work., The position only needs a little self-
sacrifice on the part of persons who invested
their money in war loans, fur the purpose,
as they were told, of making the world safe
for ‘(hem If they will forgo the interest on
their lcans, enough moncsr will be secured to
provide work for everyone. 1 do not say
mfhmg about the money "that was invested
in the loans—that capital can be repaid—
but the country c: Lnnot stagger on under its
tremerdous burden of war interest, and at
the same time raise new mouer for develop-
mental work.

I do not think it necessary to say much on
the other questions that have been raised,
except that I am satisfied frem my know-
ledge of the administration of the vote. that
it is done justly and upon exhaustive inquiry,
and that in but few cases is it impropul
paid away. But one particular instance has
been brought befors the Comraittee. Hon.
members opposite have never ceased to try
to cover up their sins and insincerity with
the flapping and the waving of the Union
Jack, nor have they ever hesitated to ambush

from behind the returned soldier. If any-
body is respousible for the neglec: of the
coldiers, it is the employing class. The

men who tore up their scrap of paper are
the ecmployers, who have not put returned
back in the positions they occupied
they went to the war. I listened
attentively to the remarks of hon. members
opposite, because I want to bring this parti-
cular case under the notice of the leader of
the Opposition and the deputy leader, the
hon. member for Aubigny. They are pretty
slick at throwing slurs across > Chawmber
and accusing us of noglo ng the interests of
voturned soldiers. They have ventured to
subrit a case of a retunm(x soldier to whom,
they say, relief rations have been refused
because he has written letters against the
CGovsrnment. But, when we asked the Jeader
of the Oppesition for particulars, he said
the hon. member for Aubigny would give
them to us.
Mr. Vowres:
table the papers.
My, HARTLEY : I st¢id that I was pre-
pared o bet the hon. member that he would
not give them. If he is fair and square
about the thing, if he has a charge to make
on bebalf of a persecuted returned soldier,
let him get up and back it up.
Mr. VowLes: We are waiting for
paj to be tabled.
Mr. HARTLEY : Why wait? Because tne
hon. member knows that it is a bogus charge.

[Mr. Hartley.

The

Minister said he would

those

w

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

If he had thought that we were unprepared
with the ammunition to reply to him, he
would have gone on. It is no good trvmor
to sidetrack the matter by saying that the
Minister has the pdper

Mr. Vowres: I ask for the papers now.

Mr. HARTLEY : The hon. member said
he has all particulars of the case, and now

he is trying to fool the public and to curry
favour with a certain section of jingoistic
papers by endecavouring to show that the
Government were persccuting a returned

coldicr and would leave him to starve.
Mr. VowLEs: That is right.

Mr. HARTLEY : And the minute he finds
that we are armed with the particulars of the
case he says, “ You will be able to see them.”

Myr. VowrLes: The Minister said he would
table the papers, and I am waiting for him
to do so.

Mr. IHARTLEY: The hon. member said
that the hon. moember for Aubigny would
give the palticular I am (’hallor‘.mng the
hon., member for Aubwny to give the par-
ticula The hon. member should not make
a charge unless he is game to stand up and
subztantiate it.

Mr. Vowrrs
papers,

The SeCRETARY FOR MINES:
are making the charge.

Mr. MAS

We are waiting for the

It is vou who

XNWELL (Zoowong): I am sur-
prised that so much heat has besn intro-
duced into this debate. Accusations have

been made against a certain section for not

keeping their pledges to the returned
¥ Diggers.” I do not know any man on the
other side of the IHouse who is associated

with any committee which is trnng to find
work for the unemplovod ““ Diggors.

Mr. HARTLEY: As a mwtux of fact, T was
on the War Council till “ Billy” IHughes's
scheme knocked it on the head.

My, MANXWELL: If
is right irrespective of
“ Billy” anybody else.

The Suirerary ror Mines: We
ing with it in a general way.

. \1\‘(\VTLL. Aud  eliminating the
Digger.,” T want to say this alss to hon
members opposite—that an oppertunity was
given to ther, if they wanted to show their
qvmp'ithv with the ¢ Digger,” to help him
br putting their names down on a subscrip-
tion list which has been opened.

Mr. Peask: How many men on this side
have moncy so that they could contribute?

Mr. MAXWELL: I am going to give some
facts in refutation of a statement which has
been made apout cmployers. I did not want
to do it, but it has be'n dragged out of me.
When the returned “ Digger’” was looking for
his rights in the matler of employment to
cnable him and his wife and family to live,
statements were made that the ‘ boss” had
not ““ done his bit,”’ and I issued a challenge
through the Press to any “ Digger” to come
forward and prove it—not that I believed
that it was imposzible that some employer
had not “ done his bit,” but so that I should
be able, as chairman of the ¢ Diggers’”
v ﬂomp]on 1ent Commitiee, to go to such
emplovers and say, Whv did you not do
vour ‘bit’ by this boy ?” That challenge
appeared in fthe papers of the metropolitan
area, and of all the cases I got in reply

a thing is right. it
“Billy’ Hughes or

are deal-
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I Found only sour men wno had not received
a ¢ dinkum’ deal from the employer. Their
cases were thoroughly investicated, and the
statements made by the men were found to
be incorrect. Some of these men for some
wears previously had not held a position with
the employer who, they claimed, had not
treated him fairly. That was so in thres
cases out of four. The fourth case I have
not been able to finalise, because 1 have not
“been able to get hold of the manager of the
company concerned owlilg to  his absence
from Brisbane on a holiday. As chairman
of the Unemployed ¢ Diggers’” Committee,
I wrote to the Returned Sailors and Soldiers
Imperial League of —Xul\tm'm, asking them
to find cut what ““ Digger™ had not received
a fair deal from his employer, and to let us
know—not so that we m.(rht recelve any
kudos for what we were doing, but so that we
could get these men back into their positions.
This 15 the reply which I received, dated
25th July, 1922—

“T have to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 3lst May regarding com-
plaints from returned soldicrs against
“mpl()y(‘t% who had not carried out their
promises.

You will notice, Mr. Kirwan, that my letter
was dated 8lst May of this year, which gocs
to show that 1 did not wait until I had heard
the debates that were to teke place during
this session of the Parliameut. The letter
continues—
“Your letter has beon the subject of
discussion by my committee, and I was
instructed to have a notice p]acod on the
smyployment board asking any soldier who
thought he bad been wronged to adviso
us.  The following is a copy of a letter
which has been forwarded me from our
employment office: —

In reference to yeur communication
enclosing the request from Mr, Maxwell
100a1dm{* any une rrmlo_\ed soldier who
thought he had been wrongly treated,
I beg to advise that a notice to this
cffeet has been on the nctice board for
a fortnight, and wvo complaints have
boen reccived.”

The hon. member for Ilerberi this morning
said that 100 returned soldicrs were vegistered
for employment at the Unemploved Scldiers’
Buresu in Elizabeth street. A great number
of these unfortunate unemployed men have
been there. If they have scen this notice—
which they 7buld—am(l no complaints haie
been made, it gives the lie direct to the man
who states that tho emplovers have not
“«one their bit” towards these men.

Mr. Prase: Will you say that -that refers
to the employers of Queensland?

Mr. MAXWELL: As president of an
organisation t¢ which I belong, I wrote to
practically 7,000 employers or organisations
of employers. asking xhem to *“ do their bit‘
loyally to the men who went over the top
and enabled men like the hon. member for
Teowoomba and the hon. member for Her-
bert to live in the liberty and {freedom they
cnjoy to-day in this community.

Mr. Forev: That is worn out.

Mr. MAXWELL: It
but it is just as well
did more than the hon.
woomba did.

Mr. BRENNAN:

may he worn out,
to emphasise it.
member for Too-

Yeou did?
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Mr. MAXWELL: I will leave it te the
public and to the ¢ Diggers” to say what
I did. Tt is a fearful state of affairs when
we find that it is anticipated that £50,000
will be required to keep the unfortunate
pcople who are out of employment.

The SecaErary For Mixgs: Don’t you
think that the Commenwealth (xovelnment
are under an obligation to the “ Diggers”?

Mr., MAXWELL: Yes.
~ Mr. T. R. Roserts: They are diveharging
it, too. (Government dissent.)

Mr. MAXWELL: T am glad of that inter-
jection. 1 and my colleagues approached
the Federal Prime Minister and asked him
to make available £250,000 for the employ-
ment of returned  Digpers’” ; and he did it!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
done something ?

Mr., MAXWELL: I do not know what
you have done. 1 do know that during the
time that the Philp and Denham Govern-
ments were in office the present Attorney-
General (Mr. Mullan) and other hon. mem-
bers now sitting on the other side dilated
with no uncertain sound on what the duty
of the Government was. They said that one
unemployed man was a  disgrace to any
(iovernment. It is essential that we should

Haven't we

vealise that there are unfortunates in our
community who require relief.
The SECRETARY FOR MiNks: You cannot

say that the Attorney-General has no sym-
pathy. Sympathy has been meted out to
the returned © Diggers,”

My, MAXWELL: I want to seec practical

svmpathy. When the Nationalist party held
the reins of government ther were twitted
on every occeasion when there was unem-
ployment: now we are informed that this

unemployed difficulty is the aftermath of
the wear. The war has been finished some
time. The Ssceretary for Mines. when he
was a candidate for parliamentary honours
in the Paddington electorate, said that after
he was returned unemployment would be a
‘rhmg of the past. To-day it is more acute
than ever it has becen,

The SucreTaRy vor Minzs: I
speceh here.

Mr. MAXWELL: So have I. I have the
hon. gontleman’s little pamphlet, too. The
hon. gentleman said that it wrs against the
best interests of the commupity that there
should be any unemployment. So it is.
I¢ behoves the Oppositicn, the Government,
and every person in the State to do all
they possibly can to crcate confidence.

Mr. Harreey: Will you support the re-
mission of interest on the war loans, to give
returned ““ Diggers” work?

Mr. MAXWELL: It behoves members on
both sides, and the community generally, to
do all they possibly can to create the con-
fidence that is ecssential to obliterate for
ever this unemployment. As the good old
Bool\ says— The peor ve have always with
you.

Mr. Brenxan: The poor old dupes, too.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is necsstary that
these people should be protested. It is
reprehensible that, for the year ]uqt closed,
£177,000 should hmc been spent in doles,
after seven years’ administration by this
Gevernment.  What have they done? They

Mr. Maxwell.]

have my
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arz offering the unemployed the socialisation
of industries—the scrapping of industries—
which will swell the ranks of the unemployed.

HoxotunrasLE MEMBERS interjecting freely—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I appeal to
hon. memboers again, on behalf of the
“ Hansard ”’ staff, who are doing a double
shift, Surely hon. members should be able
to express their views in the form of a
speech.

Mr. MAXWELL: There is a cure for
unemployment which will result in its obli-
teration, and that is to clear out the
present occupants of the T'reasury benches.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhumpton): We can
always admire any man’s good deeds; but
when he parades them for political purpuses,
and unceasingly tells us of his virtues in this
Chamber in order to catch a fow votes, it 1s
particularly nauseating to zny s¢lfrespecting
man, Wge have heard the outburst from the
hon. member for Toowong as to what he
personally did to win the war., What has
this litle ¢ Digger ” from Too f
the returncd soldiers of Brisbane?

Mr. MAXWIELL: I rise to a point of
order. Is the hon. gentleman in order in
saying that I was personally responsible for
doiny all this work?

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. gentleman
lenies that he did it, the hen. member for
Rockhamptonr must aceept his denial,

Mr. FORDIE: 1 accept the hon. member’s
denial that he pevsonally did not do much
at all. He tried to get hon. members to
believe that a lot of credit should come his
way for what had been done on behalf of
the returned soldiers in Brisbanc. If the
hon. member has douwe anything for the
returnesl men, I am glad to know 1t, because
the amount of unemployment amongst
returned soldiers throughout Australia to-day
is deplorable. There is more unemployment
amongst returned soldiers in other States of
Australia than in Quecrsland. The hon.
member for Toowong tried to lead hon.
members to believe that he was a friend of
the worker, and that he is the good, sound
democrat from the wmost conservative con-
stituency in the metropolis. He was chair-
man of the commitites which sent that
infamous delegation to London to cut off our
money supplics, swhich did more to ereate
unemployment in Quernsland than anything
I know of. He was also a prominent person

at the secret meet of the Employors’
Federation which w held at the Unien

Bank Chambers in the eariv part of this
year. At that meeting the hon. gentleman,
speaking what he thought, said—

“ My, Wdkins told us that he wanted
an army for defence and not for
defiance. I am not too sure that the
time has not arrived when we have got
to attack.”

Thi« little *“ Digger 7 from Toowong said
that they had to attack the workers and the
unions and wipe out unlonism.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! I hope the
hon. member will conncet his remarks with
the vote before the Committeo.

Mr. FORDE: Yes. If hon. members oppo-
site could bring into force what they indi-
cated that night, there would bé thousands
and thousands of additions] unemployed in
Queensland, They would abolish all the
unions 1In Queensland, and according to

[#r. Hozwell.
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Brigadier-General Thompson, they would
have a small band of military to put down
industrial dizputes. One hon. member oppo-
site, the other day interjected, “To keep
the workers in their proper place.” If they
attempt to do that, there will be consider-
ably more unemploved in Queensland than
there arc to-day. The leader of the Opposi-
tion indicated that in a certain sphere of
the public service three men were doing twa,
men’s jobs. The inference to be drawn from
that i* that there were hundreds and
hundreds of men in the public service whom
the Opposition would dismiss if they became
the Govermment. A grester amount would
have to be paid for relief, if the men were
rot o he allowed to starve. In his speech
at Leidley the leader of the Opposition said
that there were 3,000 men too many in the
Railway Department. The infersnce is that,
if he became Promier of Queensland, those
men would be dismissed f

from the Railway
Department, and there would be considerably
more unemployed in Quesnsland, and the
amount required for velief would be
greater, I think it was the hon. member
for Kennedy who said that the Government
did not give preference to returned soldiers.
To hear the hon. member talking. one would
think that all the private emplovers gave
preference to returned soldiers. An article
appearing in the “ Daily Mail” in connec-

tion with an appointment made by the
Southport Shire Council states—
A returned ¢ Digger’ has written

criticising the action of the Southport
Shire Council in appointing the xon of
one of the aldermen as motor-lorrs
driver, when the polier of the counecil is
supposed to be preference for returned
soldiers.”

The Southport Shire Council is a Tory
council, and that is what some Tory oounc‘xls
do. Hon. members opposile say that the

Government have not done the fair thing by

the returned soldiers. At the third annual
mecting  of the Returned Sailors and
Soldiers’ Imperial League, Mr. J. F. Reid

is reported in the Brisbane ¢ Telegraph™ of
4th March, 1921, as having stated—

“ Tt was only fair that the other side
of the question should he put. When he
returned from the war the promises
which were made to him by private
employers before he enlisted were not

kept. ~ He secured a position from the
State Government in  the Soldiers
Tnquiry Office, and instructions were

issned that the utmost was Uo be done to

employ returned soldiers.”

He could not get a job from the conservative
employers; but the Labour Government gave
him a job. and told him it was his duty to
endeavour to get employment for r(hn‘r}ed
soldiers. Mr. Reid is reperted as having
further stated—

“TIn justice to the State Government
it is only right to say that it had done
its best to employ returned soldiers.”

At the same meeting, Mr. J. R. Foster is
reported as having stated

“The strenuous time he was having
as district secretary was mainly due to
anemployment. Mr, Kerr had made the
bold assertion that, with only two excep-
tions, private emplovers had honoured
their obligations to returned men in the
matter of employment. It might be that
the employer had honoured his obliga-
tions to the extent of giving a man a




Supply.

ich when he returned from
the war, but he would find that in many
instances the soldier did not hold the
position for more than six months.
can quote specific instances of soldiers
to whom I am trying to give ‘a disgust-
ing dole’ to keep them out of the Guttm
A list of employers who had not fairly
treated returned soldiers should be pub-
lished in our official organ, with the
request  that  soldiers and their de-
pendants sheould mnot patronise those
firms.”

temporary

lhe statements emanating from hon. mem-
bers opposite to-day defending the way that
their employer friends have treated the
returned soldiers are misleading balderdash
intended Yo deceive the people outside. MMr.
ifoster points out that jobs of a temporary
nature were given, but within a few weeks or
few months the soldiers weve discharged and
the emplcyers took their own friends on
gain,

ag

dr. FHar1LEY: That is the

emplore

attitude every time,

Mr. FORDE: I agree with the hon, mem-
ber for Fitzror. He came back from the
South African war and found that the Tory

employers would not do much for him. To

show how the Commonwealth (Government
are dealing with the matter, I desire to
quote the following extract from the

< Daily Standard 7 of the 28th April, 1922:—

“LITHGOW DISMISSALS.

“ More men are being dismissed from
the Lithgow Small Arms’ factory, 100
having received notices to quit. In-
cluded in the list ave veturned solshm“
maimed soldiers, and married men, while
in many instances smglo men are being
retaine A further 150 notices will be
issued to-day. None of the thirteen
foremen at the works, ecach drawing up
to £500 a year, have yet been dismissed.
the TFederal (Jmernmon’r pohc“ being
to dismiss those on low wages.)

I quote that extract to show how the Federal
Nationalist Government is treating returncd

soldiers in the other States of
[2 p.m.] Australia. In one of ‘he local
papers of the 28th April, 1922,

[ find the
follows :—

13

position in Melbourne stated as

The position as regarc
grows worse day bv da
oy, manager of

nmpln\ ment Bureau, St
ay Approximatelr 9G) uncmp]rx
Soldiers had registered at his offi
since Menday, and only thirty-two posi-
tions had been filled. On the average
560 men called at Mr., Harpor’s office
ove day. Yesterday <84, a rivord
number, applied for work betwres 10
and noon.”

shows that there are in
1,000 returned

and, surely

unemploy-
;) said Mur.
th Returned
Kilds, ye

This

approximately,

for cmployment,
I

‘\lolnon e,
men looking
kon. me: DLGY“

oppo caunot blame the Queersland Labour
Coverprment for that. It is something over
which woe have no coctrol.  There is not

Labour Government in power in Victoris.
The Quesrsland Labour Cover iment arve
striving to find employinent for th cm-
ployed generally.  There will be, approxi-
mately, 2,000 workmen employed on the con-
struction  works in  connect on with  the
Northerr! Burnett scheme when thoy are
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equipped to the fullest extent. Then there
are the Dawson Valley water conscirvation
and irrigation scheme and the Bmdmba-
Castle Creck Railway with the 1)10pou0u
extension to Delusion Creek. These works
will employ a considerably larger number
of nen than has cver bofore boen
employed  at  one time in  Central
Queensland. Then, the Labour Goverument’s

guarantecd price for cotton will result in
the employment of a considerable number of
men in the growing of cotton a:d cf others
in picking it. Ono has only to look at the
exports from Queensland to sec that industry
has not been stified. The exports from
Queonua'ld last wear increased by £200,050,
as against a decrease of N8,5’JO~000 from
Vlctoua and a decreasc of £4,000,000 in
Tory- govexned West  Australia.  Further-

more, vhe figures show that, instead of ithe
value of manufd(,tures deereasing in Queens-

land, thev arc on the increase.
total valie of goods manufact
land was £25.400,000, and in 1820 the total
value was £39,763,000, and the averagc
amount to the oredit of depositors in the
Savings Bank in Queensland under a Labour
Gov(nnment is greater than it is in auy
State of Australia. I meuntion that to show
that the workers are being botter treated
by the Laliour Government of Qucensland
than they are in the other States. If the
party opposite were in power, there would
be further unemployment, and further relief
would have to he given or the people would
b left to starve.

One hon. member referred to the sugar
industry. That industry also has prospercd
under Labour rule. In 1915, the year in
which this Government came into power,
the sugar industry was worth to Quecnsland
£1,500,000, and in 1921 it was worth
£9,500,000.

I am authentically informed that 25,000
people are directly engaged in the industry
in Quecnsland. At the recent Sugar Coa-
ference it was stated that £6,000,000 are paid
in wages every year in the sugar industry
gi"mnr employment, not only to thousands of
Queonslande s but to upwalda of 4,000 men
from the other States of Australia who come
here for the seasonal work.

Mr. FrercHer: What has all
with outdoor relief?

Mr. FORDE:

In 1914, the
red in Queens-

this to do

Tt has a lot to do with it.

because, if we dia not treat the sugar indus-
try well, and give employment to theso
Peop]o they would have to get rclief. What

annoys the hon, member is that the Govern-
ment are keeping those people away from
the reclief depét in Alice street. Ona big
business manager at a recent meeting of the
Brisbane Chambel of Commerce—Mr. J. N.
Devoy—said—
“ It was necessary to have taxation.
and manufacturers had done well during
the last five ycars.

That absolutcly disposes of the argument of
hon. members opposite that we have stopped
producticn and prevented enterprise from
expanding, causing additional unemployment,
which in its turn, they say, has made men
g> to the relief depét. I find that a good
deal of money has been spent in Gov evnmnm
relief for people other than the uncmployed.
There are some people who cannot work.
Hon. members opposite would lead us to
believe that there are thousands of people
who will not work and who are living on

Mr. Forde.]
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the Government, which, they say, connive at
that sort of thing. That is not so. IFrom
inquiries made, I find that forty-four aged
and sick men, thirty-three wi of aged
and sick men, and 172 widows get rations
every month; seventy-three deserted wowen
come along to the depét in Brisbane cvery
moath for relief, and 131 wives of men who
are away from Brisbane also get relief from
the depot. That makes a total of 453 who
cannot possibly work and who get relief in
Brisbane every month. If you multiply
that number by twelve, you get 5435 for
twelve months,  Will hon. members opposite
say that we should not give relief to these
people ? These figures arc for Brisbane only.
I ask hon. members to think for a moment
of the people In other centres like Rock-
hampton, Townsville, Toowooinba, and Glad-
stone who come within the category of those
I have just referred to who are sick and
infirm, many of them sick women who are
unable to obtain work. They are getting
relief, and will have to continue to get
relief, because they are wunable to work
through physical dizability. In some cases
the Home Secretary to mv knowledge has
given relief to mothers with large families—
State monctary aid amounting to the sum of
£2 10s. per week, in the case of & woman
with five childven, being insuficient. It is
impossible for her to carry on indefinitely on
that amount, when she has to buy clothing
for her little ones, and, consequently, :he
has to come to the State and ask for rations.
In deserving cases that velief has Lcen
granted. The Minister is careful in those
cases not to be extravagant. Iic tries to keep
down the expenditure, but the assistance has
boen granted in some cases, and I think that
it should be granted. In other cases there are
old-age pensioners who are unable to live on
their pensions, and in special circumstances
the Minister has given them small velief in
the way of rations. I believe that the
people of Queensland will endoyse the action
of the (Government in granting that relief.
The Government, in order to minimise the
expenditure under the heading of ** Rations,”
ostablished a store in Brisbane where rations
can be obtained at the lowest possible price.
It is authentically stated that it costs 10s.
to buy rations outside which can be obtained
in the store for 105. Not only are there
people in the category of those who are
physically unable to earn their own living
in Brisbane, but you will find a considerable
number in other centres of the State.

To hear hon. members opposite speaking,
anyone would think that Queensland is the
only country where there are any unemploved,
and that there are no unemploved at all in
any other part of the world. We know that,
as the result of years of devastating war,
industries have been dislocated and there
are large numbers of unemploved in every
country in the world to-dav. They are in

much greater number: now than in pre-
war days. 1 have here some figures to
show the numbers of unemployed in dif-

ferent parts of the world, and anyone study-
ing these figures will understand the magni-
tude of the problem that exists for finding
work for the unemployed. The figures [
have before me show the numbers wholly
and partially unemployed in Europe are:—
Great Britain, 1,088,022; France, 16.207;
Germany, 209,293+ Holland, 83,723 Switzer-
land. 99.541: Italy, 606.819; Denmark,
92,702; Sweden, 16,884; Norw 3,673 ;

[Mr. Forde.
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Belgium, 85,264; Poland, 182,000; Czecho-
Slovalkia, 16,000, That shows that there arc
unemployed all over the world to-day, and
in Europe alone, exclusive of Russia, there
are 4,000,000 unemployed. The total number
of uncmployed in the twelve Furopean
countries which I bave just quoted amount
to 3,400,000. To the IKuropcan totsl must
also be added another 3,400,000 who arc
unemployed in the United States of America.
There are no Labour Governments in power
in any of the countries I have just quoted.
That proves that unemployment is largely
the aftermath of the war. The local news-
papers indicate that in England there are
millions of people on the verge of starvation.
Surcly the Labour party is not to blame for

thet ! In Great Britain alone they paid out
£58,600,0600 in unemployed benelits during
192l Just mark that—£58,600,000 as com-

pared with the few hundred thousand pounds
which we have spent in Quecensiand! There
is more unemployment in Great Britain to-
day than in any previous period since 1878.
Vet hon. members opposite say that the war
had nothing to do with unemployment. Of
course, the war had a lot to do with it. It
is well known that throughout Queonsland
to-dav, owing to the high prices, and beeause
of the very stringent tactics adopted by
the wholesale merchants, the small trades-
people are not able to get their stocks on
credit.  The merchants demand cash, and
because of this the rctailers have also to
demand cash from the workers, a'ﬂc} that is
forcing them to go to the relief depdt to get
their rations from the Government store. In
normal times the small tradespeople would
be able to give them credit. Many people
used to be able to get credit for three. six,
and nine months, and they were able to
carry on, but they cannot do it now. If any
class of the community is making a good
thing in this period of trial for QU(‘QI}SL&n.d,
it is the great wholesale merchants of Dris-
bane. ) ]

My, Frercurr: It is a peried of trial right
enough.

Mr. FORDIT : Ves, due to the aftermath
of the war, and alleviated by this Govern-
ment. If it wore mnot for this Gov!:r‘:?-
meut, the people would be going through a
most excruciating time. The Government are
truc to their principles. They are not Iike
the hon. member for Port Curtis, who left
the Nationalists because they would not give
him the leadership of the party. I have had
a number of complaints from unox_np]oyed
regarding the handing out of relief, be-
cause it is considered the Government are
not generous enough. = The Minister 1s
endeavouring to keep the vote down, but,
whilst there are needr and hungry prople
in the community, we would not be worthy
of the name of legislators if we eallowed
them to die by the wayside, in the way some
hon. merabers epposite would do.

Mr, COLLINS (Bowen): Barlier in the day
the hon. member for Burrum did e the
honour of quoting some remark: made by
me on the relief vote in 1915, I am quite
satisfied, taking into consideration the youth
of that hon. member, that, if he continues
to read my speeches, there is no <oubt he
will develop on fairly sound lines.

GOVERNMEXT Hear,
laughter.

Mr. COLLINS : When T think that a young
man like the hon. member for Burrum, a

MEMBERS : hear! and
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native-born, born in this beautiful country
with its glorious sunshine, has such old con-
servative ideas, I often fear for the future of
Queensland and the future of the Common-
wealth, I fear for the future of this country
if the hon. member for Burrum is a sample
of what Australia is now producing. The
hon. member quoted from my speech, and I
am going to make further use of the quota-
tion he made. On page 2631 of ** Hansard
for 1915-1916, I am reported as having said—

“This Government was now setting
about to make a change, and he trusted as
time wont on that there would be no need
to give outdeor relief. He had visited the
depét, and it was one of the most dis-
heartening things that a man could see.
The day he was in Margaret street
amongst the crowd Le saw women with
babes at their breasts getting relief in
order to live. Surely they were not
going to hold the Government responsible
for that. How could they right the wrong
of centuries in less than a session of
Parliament ? It was impossible for them
to do it. Ther were going step by step,
and if after they had been in power for
three years the same number of persons
had to get relief it would then be the
duty of the Opposition to criticise them.”

Oppos1TION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. COLLINS: I am glad to hear those

“ Ilear, hears,” because that statement was
made in good faith. Three years afterwards,
in 1918, the armistice was signed, and I am not
responsible for the terms of peace, which have
brought nearly the whole world down on
its kners, as it were. The terms of peace are
responsible to a large cxtent for our inability
to solve the problem of unemployment. Hon.
members may ask me to prove my case, and
I am going to endeavour to do so. Will any-
bedy say that the terms of peacs did not
operate against the sale of Quecnsland meat
in the markets of Hurope? Who said,
¢ Hang the Kaizer”? Who said, * We will
rnot trade with Germany”? It was not the
Lzbour party of Great Britain—whers an
slection was practically fought upon the ques-
tion of hanging the Kalser—nor was it the
Commonwealth Labour party, although the
Federal election of 1919 was to some extent
fought on the question of trading with Ger-
many. The result of not trading with
Grermany and other countries is unemploy-
ment. Is there any member on the other
side, including the hon. member for Burrum,
who will say that one of the causes of unem-
ployment is not our inability to zell our buef?
Anyone who knows anything about North
Qucensland knows the number of men who
were employed in the meatworks there when
we were sclling our meat to the Imperial-
ists—the very Imperialists who said later on,
“We do not want your beef. We can get
beef from the Argentine.” Tt was wanted
only sc long as it suit=d their purpose, or so
long as the war lasted. That is the history
of capitalism the world over. The fact that
Great Britain was willing to forgo the pay-
ment of the money she had lent the Allics
proved she recognised that she had made a
mistake in agreeing to the peace terms of
1819, In common with the rest of the world,
we are suffering from unemployment because
of those peace terms. The hon. member for
Burrum went on to quote another portion
of my speech in 1915—

“He was convinced that, so long as
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they had production for gain instrad of
production for use, so long would they
have to give outdoor relief.”

I have no hesitation in saying again that we
cannot right the wrongs of centuries in one
session of Parliament, nor yet in many
sessions, It is a very difficult task, working
as we have to work undsr the capitalistic
system. It is true that we are in a transition
stage, but 1t is a very slow process indeed.
It i35 an evolutionary process. We arc
gradually trying to bring about a better
organised system so as to do away with
unemployinent. Everyvone knows that, in
order to develop a new country like Queens-
Jand, from time to time we¢ have to draw
upon the accumulation of ages 1a the form of
capital, and that we have to go to other
countrics to borrow the means to enable us
to develop this State. Hon. members oppo-
site who, as the hon, member for Rockhamp-
ton stated, stopped us from getting the
£5.000,000 loan when the Premier visited
London ought to be branded as traitors. I
was going to say they ought to be hanged
at the lamp-post, but I will not go that far.
(Laughter.) Had we got the money at that
time, the Bowen iron and steel works would
have been half completed by now, and we
would havs had a large number of men
employed there.
GovervMENT Meweers: Iear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS : Hon. members on the other
side did all they could to destroy the Labour
Government. They are responsible to a large
¢xtent—not the whole extent, I am willing
to admit—for the unemployment that exists
in this State. We are not the only Govern-
ment who have unemployed. Take Great
Britain, with nearly 2,000,000 able-bodied men
out of employment. Who governs Great
Britain? Great Britain is governed by the
blue-blooded crowd, and they have not been
able to solve the unemployed problem. There
is only one party that can, and that is the
working class party in the diff-rent countries
of the world. My friend, the hon. member
for Fitzroy, interjected when the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong was speaking this morning,
asking that hon. member if he favoured doing
away with the interests upon the war loans of
Australia. That might help to solve the
problem, because what we have to pay in
interest to bond-holders we cculd then use
in the development of this Commonwealth.

Mr. VowLEs: Are you in favour of that?

Mr. COLLINS: It was good enough for
Great Britain to propose that to the different
Allied countries quite recently. I just want
to draw the attention of the leader of the
Opposition to the fact that he is getting more
conservative than the House of Lords. Fancy
that hard-shelled Tory, Farl Balfour, making
such a proposal! Had we done such a thing
ten or fiftecen years ago we would have been
met with the cry that we were in favour of
confiscation. Rarl Balfour, seceing the state
that the world is in at the present time from
an economic standpoint, can see that some-
thing must be done to solve the problem of
unemployment, not only in Great Britain but
thronghout Furope. Furope at present is
standing at the edge of a precipice much more
dangerous than was the case during the war.
No one can tell what is likely to happen
unless something is done to solve the problem
of unemployment in the different countries of
the world. We have done something in that
direction; we have endeavoured to solve it

My, Collins.]
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so far as the economic position will allow us.
We are dependent upon the world’s markets to
a large extent. That shows the complex
state of society. It shows that it is going to
take a long time for the world to regain its
equilibrium. We are not responsible; we are
’Jf‘fcnm{ to a, large extent from the afun-
math of the war. I heard the hon. member
for I‘oowong talking about the returned
“Diggers.” I know the history of all wars.

At 2.25 pom.,

Mr. DUNsTAN (Gympic), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. COLLINS: After w ars, when patriot-
ism has died, the men who have battled and
built up the Empire are generally thrown
upon the scrapheap or allowed to go into
the strects and beg for a crust of bread.

hat i= what is hap,,cmno all the world
over. The hon. member for Toowong and
his colleagues belong to the employing class.
Had they done their duty by the returned
men there would nct have been any returned
soldiers out of employment wither 1n Queens-
land or in Australia. It is no use the hon.
member saying in this Chamber that we do
not contribute towards the ‘ Diggers’ ” fund.
We do nct belong to the employing class;
we belong to the class which has to work
for the emploring class. Does the hon. m:
ber for Toowong think we possess large
amounts of surplus cash and that we draw
dividends from time to time? They are the
people who routrol the capital of this State,
and it is to them that the returned <oldiers
have to look for employment. What would
be the use of a returned soldier coming to
me and asking me for employment? I am
like himself—I belong to the working class,
and I am pot in a position to employ him
owing to the present state of society. A
number of hon. members opposite belong to
the emplo:ing class, and 1t is to them he
should look for emploviment. The men who
went to the war were plomxsod that on their
return omplovmont would be found for them.
1 understend that every man whe volunteered
from the Railway Department and went to
the war was found employment in the Rail-
way Department cn his return. The patriots
of Queensland and the Commonwealth, who
at that time professed to have a monopolv
of patriotism, t()ld the men that when they
returned, everything would be done for them.
Why did they not keep to their contract,
the same as the Queensland Govmn"nent have
done ? If they had dope so there would have
been no unemployed ¢ diggers” in Quecns-
land or other parte of the Commonwealth.
They did nrot keep to their contract.

Mr. VowrLes: If the resolutions of the
Perth Conference had been carried into effect
they would not have been here.

Myr. COLLINS: The resciutions of the
Perth Conference were in accord with the
expressions by KEarl Balfour the other day,
showing that we are teaching hon. members
opposite all the time. They are a drag on
the wheels of progress, and have no idees at
all for the benefit of mankind. It is very
casr for hon. members opposite to get up
and criticise what one hon. member referred
to as doles. He ought to be ashamed to
refer to such a thing as a dole. The class
to which we belong has built up the Empire
and made the Empire what it is to-day. The
kings. and dukes, and earls, and lords, and
all the snobecracy have built up nothing.

[Mr. Collins.
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have only devoured that which the
working class has built up. Do any hon.
members oppesite think that we, as a class,
would accept relief unless we were compelled 7
We have been compelled, by force of circum-
stances over which we have no control. to
accept relief. The working class has beecn
forced to go for relief, not only in this State
or the Commonwealth, but throughout the
British Impire. The working classes are
not responsible for the cconomic condition
that exists in the world to-day. Hon. mem-
bers opposite belong to a clas: which has
governed mankind from time immemorial,
and thes have made a sorry mess of it.

- Mr. Kpar: The hon. member has not
proved It.

Mr. COLLINS: 1 have proved it. The
class vepresented by hen. members opposite

are respomsible for sending milliens to the
shambles and for the qacrihr*e of millions of

lives. They are responsible for the famines
in Russia, India, China, and other parts of
the world, I am sat;ehed the time will come

when. the workers will be true to themselves
and true to the Labour Government, when
they will be able to solve the chmmo\ed
problem. It will be solved a great deal
casier if we can get hold of the reins of
government  in the Commonwealth. The
C‘ommonwealth. and not the States, control
the finances of this Commonwealth. Had the
Commonwealth Government been true to
themselves and done justice to
[2.30 p.m.] the pooplo of Australia at the
close of the war, or when they
knew peace was about to be proclaimed, they
would have put on the market a loan for
£100,000,000, and would have gone on with
big public works throughout the Common-
wealth and found work, not ounly for the
returned ‘“ Diggers,” but also for other men
who wanted work. They have power to do
it. We did not have power to do it. We
were dependent on ocutside sources for our
loan money. We were dependent a good
deal on the Commonwealth for our loan
money, and we were refused loan monev for
a time, both by the Commonwealth and by
those outside. = We have done remarkably
well, considering the opposition we have had
to meet with on the part of the opposing
forces. The Commonwealth Government
have been lacking in their duty, and I hope
the workers of the Commonwealth and those
who are out of work will realise at the
forthceming Federal elections that, if they
want to solve this unemployed problem, thev
must take the reins of government in the
Commonwealth. Does anyone imagine for
one moment that we would not have been
able long ago to go on with the Northern
Burnett scheme had there been a Labour
Government in power in the Commaonwealth ?
But, in spite of the fact that a Labour
Government are not in control, and in spite
of the opposition brought to bear against
us, we have cndeavourced to solve the unem-
ployed problem. Quite recently we put on
the different railways in this State 2,700
men. In connection with main roads. we are
employing about 400 more, or altogether
3,100 men.
Mr. Vowtres: It is time you did something.

Mr. COLLINS: What astonishes me is
not how little we have done, but how much
we have done, considering the difficulties
placed in our way. What is the solution
of the unemployed problem by hon. mem-
bers opposite? Their solution is to reduce
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wages. In the last issue of the .“ Stead’s
Review ”’ there was an article showing that
wages have been reduced in Great Britain
by $£300,000,000 a year. Did that solve the
unemployed problem in  Great DBritain?
Great Dritain, notwithstanding the great
reduction that took place in wages, still has
on its books 2,000,000 unemployed. A re-
duction of wages is not the solution of the
problem. A solution of the problem will
be found in the people using their thinking
faculties, in the people organising, and in
the people taking possession, not only of the
Government of this State and of the Com-
monvwealth, but of all the other States in
the Commonwealth., That is the solution.
Give us control of the finances of the Com-
monwealth, and then we shall be in a posi-
tion to solve the unemployed problem. I
have always admitted that it is a difficuls
problem under our present conditions, with
our scasonal induvstries, but we are mnot
responsible {for that. Let the responsibility
he placed upon the right shoulders. To a
large cxtent the system is responsible for
it, and hon. members on the otherA 51d.e
represent that capitalistic system which is
responsible.  We on this side represent the
working class, and the vorking class ought
to be proud of what we have done for them.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: That is played
out.

Mr. COLLINS: Why, it is only in its
infancy.

The bell indicated that the hon. member
had exhausted the time allowed him by the
Standing Orders.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): A good deal
has been said on the question of outdoor
relief, but not so much as might have been
said in regard to the number of men coming
from the other States and partaking of the
relief that is granted by this Government.
The Secretary for Mines made a'very effec-
tive reply to his crities not so long ago,
when he pointed out that the Government
had dealt with the question of unemploy-
ment in so far as the men in Queensland
at the time he made his statement were con-
cerned. The men who are still unemployed
in Quecnsland include, to a large extent,
men who have come from the other States,
and men who have been thrown out of work
because of the employment of men who have
come from the other States. T am not
alone in this view. The * Telegraph’” of
21st June of this year, in a sub-leader, says—

“INFLUX OF SWAGMEX.

“The influx of swagmen from the
other States into Quecnsland is obvi-

ously a matter of grave concern.
siderable numbers of men from the
neighbouring States are said to be
making their way over our borders. If
these pereons were employable men,
with a genuine desire to seek work and
to settle in the State, but little, if any
objection could be offered to their entry.
But the chances are that by far the
greater majority of these new arrivals
belong to the unemployable class—they
may be classed as industrial flotsam and
jetsam.  That is the great danger.
These men have to be fed.”

Mr. Sizer: Read the ‘* Telegraph” of

to-day on the same subject.

Mr. POLLOCK : If one chose to read the

Sizer of to-day and the Sizer of yesterday,

Con-
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he could find discrepancies, just as one in
reading the hon. member for Port Curtis
to-day and the hon. member for Port Curtis
of yesterday would find discrepancies. The
point is that, when these men come here,
they have to be fed. What is wrong with
the policy of the Government in feeding
these men? Does the hon. member for
Pittsworth suggest that he would not feed
them?

Mr. J. H. C. Roperrs: I would say that
they should have to work.

Mr. POLLOCK: The objection that has
been raised is an objection against feeding
these men.

Mr. Kerr: Able-bodied men, yes.

Mr. POLLOCK: It is a question of
whether these men should be fed or not, and
whether they are able-bodied men or not.
The question is whether they and their wives

“and children are or arc net to be allowed

to starve.
Mr. VowrLes: Arve the wives and children
coming with swags, too*

Mr., POLLOCK: I am not mentioning
particularly those men who are coming from
the other States. There are local men who
are unemployed. Some of them are unem-
ployed beenuse men from other States have
come here and have taken the jobs that have
been offering.

Mr. Vowres: Very few.

Mr. POLLOCK: I am going to show
later on that the number is not very few.
The question is whether or not the Govern-
ment should feed men who are out of work
through no fault of their own, and I say
that every man should support the feeding
of these men until some work can be pro-
vided for them. It is not as though no
effort had been made to deal with the unem-
ploved in this State, so as to relieve this
vote. Kfforts have been made, and have
been successfully made, to a laree degree
to relieve the number of unemployed in the

State. The Director of Labour, in his re-
port, gives the following figures of the
number of men registered as unemployed
throughont the State during the current
year—
January 3,631
February 3,857
March 6,522
April 4,761
May 3,974
June 3,173

I am not going to say that theyr are the
whole of the unemployed. To be quite fair
on this question, one must admit that the
whoie of the unemplgyed are not registered
at the Labour Burcaus, but those are the
actual numbers of men registered, During
that period the number of men who were
found employment was 7,223, of which
number 3.210 were sent to Government
works, and the balance, 4,013, wore vlaced
in private employment. The Dircctor of
Labour also says—

“ While the influx of so large a number
of men from other States continues, it is
impossible to fully and absolutely deal
with the problem. Inquiries have been
made and statistics collected in regard
to this influx, and it is found that the
number so arriving who have registered
for employment during the past six
months was §,382.”

My, Pollock.}
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Yet in June the total nuimber on the books
of the Labour Bureaus in Qucensland was
only 3,173, so that it will be secn that 219
men more have arrived from the South than
were actually unemployed in June. Does
not that bear out the statement of the Sccre-
tary for Mines that there would be no unem-
ployed by a certain date this year? With
regard to the unemployed since that date,
we have shouldered the responsibilities of the
other States who have neglected them.

Mr. Vowires: Are they scasonal workers?

My, POLLOCK: It does not matter
whether  they are seasonal workers, or
whether they work in the industries all the
year round. The fact remains that 219 more
men have come from the other States than
were actually found work for. That the Go-
vernment are not alone in feeling the effects
of this invasion of unemploved is apparent
by an article which appcared 1In  the
» Crusader.”  Possibly this will appeal to
the hon., member for Enoggera, who ix one
of the high priests of that organisation.

Mr. KeErr: You are making a mistake.

Mr. POLLOCK : Mr. Watson is reported
in the © Crusader ” as referring emphatically
to the position of the unemployed returned
soldicrs, and, inter alia, he suggests that
during a pericd of six weeks from May to
June, 1915, out of a total of 461 registrations
only 227 were Queenslanders. Here is testi-
mony from quite an unexpected quarter,
showing that not only the average unem-
ployed man has largely come from the other
States where there are Liberal or Nationalist
Governments in power, but that among
returncd soldiers alone, out of 461 soldiers,
less than one-half were Queenslanders.

An Opprositroy MeuBer : Conversely, will
vou have a look at New South Wales, and
sce how many Queenslanders have gone down
there? The same thing is applicable to other
States.

Mr. POLLOCK : I will leave that fo the
hon. member. If he wants to prove that, let
him bring some figures which will prove it.
I have not looked into that phase of the
matter, and I do not believe that Queensland
soldiers have gone to New South Wales look-
ing for work. Only last year when I was
travelling in the Gregory electorate, I inter-
viewed the sergcant of police at Winton, and
he told me that out of 145 men who had
passed through the Winton Labour Burcau
during that vear, only about six were Queens-
landers. That is another evidence of the
influx of men from the Southern States. In
the last sugar season men were coming from
the other States until there were almost as
many men as there were sticks of cane in
those districts.

Mr. J. H. C. Roeerts: They always do.

Mr. POLLOCK: If they always do, why
complain that the Government have failed to
provide for their unemployed, when we have
hundreds of men coming from the other
States looking for employment here? Is not
that a commentary upon the Governments in
other States who are friends of hon. members
opposite? After they have come here what
other alternative is there for the Government
but to feed these men?

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts : But you feed them
when you bring them here.

Mr. POLLOCK : Do they come from other
Qiates for the sake of getting a few *“ bobs’”
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worth of rations per week, and leave their
wives and families to look after themselves
in the other States? We who have been
sufficiently long in the industrial movement
know that men who come here from other
States come largely for seasonal employment ;
but to-day they are coming to get any sort
of a job at all. The fact that men are
carrying their swags from other States is,
according to the “ Telegraph,” sufficient
evidence that these men ave not coming here
for seasonal work when they carry their
swags here in December and January. There
is no scasonal work in Queensland at that
time. If they came for seasonal work, they
would come in March, April, or May.

My, J. H. C. RoBerTs: Is there not a good
deal of work in December and January?

My, POLLOCK: Not scasonal work. The
hon. member should know that there is no
work of any consequence that cannot be done
by the local labour available here in that
period of the year.

At 2.45 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN
resumed the chair.

Mr. POLLOCK : In the months of March,
April, May, June, July, August, September,
October, and November there is plenty of
scasonal work in Queensland, and the unem-
ploved here, when these industries are in full
swing, are practically nil. I believe that,
with the Government’s policy of railway con-
struction, the scttlement of the Burnett lands,
the opening of the Bowen Coalfield Rail-
way—when all these schemes have come into
operation, Queensland will be almost unable
to get sufficient men to mect the demands.
I believe that, not wholly because of the
expenditure of Government money but largely
because of it, these lands will be opened up,
and at least 5000 scttlers will be required,
and each of those settlers will want to employ
a man or a couple of men. IProbably some
of them will want to employ more than that
and some none at all; but I am quite satis-
fied that employment will be provided by
the carrying out of all these schemes for at
least 20.000 men more than are employed
to-day, and that is going to mean the
mopping up of our sarplus unemployed. If
hon. members can say efter that that there
ave unemploved in Queensland who have not
been brought from other States, then they
may be able to say with some degree of
certaints that the Government have not besn
able to solve the unemployment problem.
My, Denham. the late Liberal Premicr of
Quesnsland, told a deputation—and I dare
cay that he was expressing the opinion of
his supporters in Parliament at that time—
that God Almighty could not solve the unem-
ployved problem.

Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: Mr. Theodore can.
(Laughter.)

My, POLLOCK: I am not attempting
to set up the Premicr or the Government as
a kind of deity, but I think that this prob-
Toem will he satisfactorily scttled not many
months from now. Regarding unemploy-
ment doles, we are not alone in the payment
of monev for relief. Great Britain last
vear, according to a cablegram which
appeared in the “ Telegraph ” of 23reruly
Jast has paid, as stated by Dr. T. J.
Macnamara, the Minister for T.abour.
between the signing of the Armistice and
30th June last, the sum of £83,700,000 in

(Mr. Xirwan, DBrisbane)
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relief, and it will probably cost more than
that before world conditions have settled
down, * Stead’s Review "—which, I take if,
can be fairly quoted as a journal which is
absolutely impartial—contains these words in
its issue of 25th February of this year—

“One would have expected that the
results of the Washington Conference and
the Treaty with the Irish Free State
would have strengthened the position
of the Coalition. Apparently, however,
the clectors are more concerned with
Home affairs, and cspecially the eco-
nomic situs tlon than wnth world politics.

At any rate, three recent by-elections,
two in London and one in Manchester
have resulted in handsome victories for
Labour candidates. Certainly, the eco-
nomic situation remains pretty desperate
—the latest uncmployment veturns give a
tutal of 1,892,000 totally unemployed (a
decrease of 42,000 on the previous month)

and with the addition of workers on
short tv'me this means that approxi-
mately 7,500,000 people or more than

one- qwth “of the population are e'Ltmq
the bread of State and private chavity.

That is what is
to-day. It further

 Those actually in employment have
becn gravely injured by sweeping wage
reductions amounting dmmq 1921 to
£3,500,000. and a{fectinn nearly 6,000,000
workers.  Thus the minimum wage of
the miner is now less than £3 a week.”

happening
goes on—-

in Ingland

Ir is no use reading any further because T
would not be in order in confinuing in this
strain on this vote. The fact remains that
nearly 2,000,000 are out of work in the
old country, ‘and there are 7,500,000, or one-
sixth of the population, actually receiving
charity from the State. It is not only in
Fugland that such a condition of affairs
appiies. The following question. and answer
appear in  the same issue of ¢ Stead’s
Rmiew " from which I just quoted:—

“ Question.—Can you give the latest
unemployment figures for Fngland and
thﬁ United States of Amerlca”’

¢ Answer.—The figures for
for January were 1,933,400 actually
recerving  unemployment allowance, to
which must be added a large number
who are out of benefit, and a still larger
number who are on short time. The
latest official figures from the United

England

States of America were 5,735,000 in
August, 1821.7
Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: What is the

proportion of the population?

Mr. POLLOCK:

I suppose about 5 per

sent.
Mr. J. H. C. Roserrs: If you work it
out, vou will see that the proportion of

uncmplovment in Queensland compared with
the population is greater than it is in
England and America.

Mr. POLLOCK: In England we know
that 16 per cent. of the p()pulatlon ave recelv-
ing charity from the State. I montion these
ﬁgales to show that hon. members have
not got much ground for complaint against
the £177,000 paid for rations last vear, par-
ticularly when it is 1ecoqmsod that that
was caused through the closing down of_one
of the biggest industries in the State. Now

1922—3 z
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that the Mount Morgan mine has again

started work, and now that the wool posxtxon
iz again stabilised—Dbecause it was uncertain
at one time—and thme is a prospect of at
least some of the mines resuming operations
in the near future, there is a prmp(ct of
the position being much better, Because
of the starting of relief works by the Govern-
ment. there is a reduction in the amount of
the vote, and this year it has been brought

down to something like £50,000. I think
that that is a remarkable achievement

Although there are some cases where abuses
have taken place, it cannot be allegdd
against the Government that action was not
taken against men who were not legitimately
in receipt of rations. Everyone knows that,
no matter what necessities are provided by
f}\e Government for necessitous cases, there
is always some scoundrel prepared to take

advantage of it. No doubt on many occa-
sions the Home Department has had to
deal with men for receiving rations while

they were possessed of money. If any man
krows of such cases, and «does not take
action by informing the proper authorities,
then he is not a friend of the State and is
no friend of the Government,

Mr. WEem: The leader of the Opposition.

Mr. POLLOCK : The leader of the Oppo-
sition hears of that kind of thing and tells
his friends, and tries to cast odium on the
Government. Hon., members opposite alwazs
attempt to deal with the question in that
way. The true friend of Queensland will,
on every possible occasion, go to the proper
authorities and give them information that
will lead to any man who is so unscrupu-
lous as to take advantage of the Govern-
ment’s provisions for assisting them in need
of sustenance, being put in his proper place.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth):
Hon. members opposite ave always talking
about the progreisive Government we have
in Queensland at the present time.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Quite right.

Me. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Most hon.
members opposite have told us to look at
the progressive Government we have got.
I anyone will look up the history of the
world, he will find that about two thousand
vears ago, judging from what we read in
Roman history of that day, conditions existed
which resemble very much the conditions
in Queensland to-day. The Government
started on these lines in those days, just as
the present Government did. They deliber-
ately robbed the primary producer of his
just rewards. The Queensland Government
did the same thing in 1915, and right up to
1918 they systematically imposed upon the
primary producers—the producers of food-
stuffs in this State.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
got to do with this vote?

What has that

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It has a great
deal to do with the relief vote under dis-
cussion.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What you say
i3 mot true; but all the same it is nothing
to do with this vote.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It is absolutely
true, and one of the State pensioners now
getting £950 a vyear was the very man
who took the foodstuffs away from the
primary producers, including butter and
other products.

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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Mr. POLLOCK: 1 vire to a point of
srder.  Is the hon, member for Pittsworth
in order in rveferring to the ILieutenant-

Governor as a State pensioner?

Mr. J. Ii. C. ROBERTS: I did not men-
tion who it was, I said there is a man
in Queensiznd who is receiving a State
pension.

The CHAIRMAN:
member is referring to
Governor, he i1s not in
those remarks.

Mr. J. M. C. ROBERTS: I did not men-
tion the Lieutenant-Governor.

Mr. PorLocw: Whom do you mean?
tried to get it in by a dirty innuendo.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: For three or
four years that man deliberately depr‘lved
the primary producer of his just reward.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! The hon.
gentleman is not in order in saying that
an cx-Minister of the Crown deliberately
deprived the primary producer of his just
reward.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS:
mentioned anybody yet.

Me. POLLOCK:
of order, 3Mr. Kirwan,
for Pittsworth distinctly referred to an ex-
Minister of the Crown. The person he
refers to is the Licutenant-Governor, and
he said distinetly that this gentleman is
receiving a pemsion. I object to the hon.
member saying that the gentleman velerred
tc is receiving a pension. There is no
doubt to whom he refers, and I ask that
the offensive words be withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
for Pittsworth is referring to an ex-Minister
oi the Crown, he is distinctly out of order.

Mr. Porrock: Make him withdraw it.

Order! If the hon.
the Iiecutenant-
order in making

You

I have . not

Speaking on the point
the hon. mcmber

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon
member for Pittsworth, in my own hearing,
made a definite charge against an ex-
Minister of the Crown.

Mr. J. H. C. RoserTs: I did not mention
anybody.

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbanc): 1 rise
to a point of order. I submit that the
remarks of the hon. member for Pittsworth
were a distinet defamation by innuendo.
They would be considered to be defamatory
in any court of law. The hon. member did
not mention any name, but the description
points to the gentleman to whom he refers.
His remarks arve distinetly out of order.
Seceing that there is no doubt about the
identification, the hon. member for Pitts-
worth should be compelled to withdraw it.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope hon. members
will realise the difficulty of the position.
The hon. member for Pittsworth distinetly
denies having referred to the gentleman
mentioned by hon. members on my right.

Mr. Porrock: Ask him whom he means.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon
member for Pittsworth denies that he
referred to the gentleman whom the hon.
member for Gregory and the hon. member
for South Brisbane suggest, and he having
denied that, I do not see that I can call on
him to withdraw.

Mr., SIZER (Yundah): I rise to a point
of order. Is the hon. member for Gregory

[Mr. Pollock.
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or the hon. member for South Brisbane in
order in 1mput1ng motives to hon. memhers
on this side of the Chamber?

The CHAIRMAN :

order

My, HARTLEY (Fitoroy): 1 rise to a
further point of order—that the hon. mem-
ber for Pittsworth, instecad of denying that
he referred to a partlculax gentleman, simply

said that he mentioned no names.

[3 p.m.] If he doecs not refer to the late

Sceretary for Agriculture, it is
easy for him to say so. If he does not mean
the present Licutenant-Governor, I ask you

There is no point of

to ask him whom he does mean. (Opposition
laughter.)
The CHAIRMAN: I hope hon. members

will recognise that 1 cannot ask any hon.
member to whom he is referring. The hon.
member distinetly denied that his reference
was to the person whom the hon, member
for Gregory, the hon. member for South
Brisbane, and the hon. mewmber for Fitzroy
believed him to mean, and the hon. member
having denied that, I am in the sarne posi-
tion as other hon. members—I must accept
his denial.

Mr. PorLock : Why is he not man cnough
to say whom he mecans?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: In the time of
the Roman Empire, first of all the primary
produccr was deprived of the opportunity to
secure the full amount that was justly due
to him for his foodstuffs, We find exactly
the same thing applies here. During the
period from 1915 to 1918 many of the
primary producers of this State were
deprived of the opportunity to secure the
full market value of their produce. A little
later on in the Roman Kmpire they found
it impossible to carry on, and the Govern-
ment of the day, ncarly 2,000 ycars ago,
instituted a system of giving relief by means
of rations or money payments, without ask-
ing for work in return. It was found as
time went on that that practice was detri-
mental to the interests of the nation as a
whole, and if vou take the trouble to read
““The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” you will find that to a very large
extent the fall of the Empire was due to the
short-sightedness and absolute want of
wisdom of the Government in doling out
those rations and money. The system sapped
the manhood of the nation, and there are
members on the other side of the Chamber
who know as well as I do that a similar
practice is to-day sapping the very manhood
of Quecensland, for young, able- bodied men
are able to secure rations and doles of money
in order to cnable them, as our friends
opposite say, to live. We do not for one
moment begrudge relief to people who are
deserving of it. We do not believe that
widows and others in want should be
deprived of help; but it is altogether wrong
that able-bodied young men should be able
to travel about the country living more or
less on Government allowances in the form
of outdoor relief. I listened with very keen
interest to the hon. member for Gregory, and
heard him quote statistics which I believe
to be authentic. In 1921.1922, £177.000 was
distributed in this way, and that works out
at 4s. 8d. for every man, wcman, and child
in the State. It seems to be quite unreason-
able and altogether wrong., and what we
have to get down to is the possibility of
relieving unemployment by giving these ‘men
work, I henestly believe that nine out of
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every ten who are receiving Government
rations would be only too glad to get work
and do it. On the other hulld let me take
hon. members back to ihe xedx before last,
when the harvesting operations were started
on the Downs. There we had men who
openly acknowledged that they had not done

work for twelve or nghtoen months, and
that they had lived on the Giovernment
payments for six or eight months at a

stretch, and that they were not willing to
start work at less than £1 a day and five
meals a day. It was a ridiculous proposition
to put before the farmers. The Government
did not consider whether it was not wise to
try to bring about a state of affairs vxhnh
would have allowed the farmers to employ
these men at a reasonable rate of wages.

The SzcreTARY FOR MiINES: I suppose one
man put up that proposition.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do not know
whether the hon. member is quoting from
oﬁual figures or not, but I am prepared to
say that if he 1is, it is a prevarication of
rhe truth, or that he is talking about some-
thing he knows nothing about. Many men
puat up that * stunt,” and if the hon. gentle-
man takes the trouble, he can ascertain
that mectings were actually held at which
resolutions were passed absolutely refusing to
work for less than £1 per day of cight
hours with five meals a day.

Mr. W. Cooper: Did the farmers pay it?

Mr, J. H. C. ROBERTS: When they were
offered 15s. per day for a nine-hour day and
five meals a day, with 25s. per day for stack-

builders, I can give instances where they
refused to take it.

The SecreTarRY FOR MNINES: An isolated
case.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It does not

matter whether it is an isolated case or not.
Cur opponents are always willing to quote
icolated cases. I am going to give instances
where men refused to work for 17s. 6d. per
day of eight hours, with overtime at the
rate of time and a-half. And, therefore, I
say, when the Government piopose to bring
about employment, the first thing they have
to do is to remember that eﬂ‘cmncv is what
we reguire in our work. The Minister in
charge of these Estimates knows that
cfficiency is onc of the requisite factors in
our public affairs.

The SECRETARY FOR MINIES :
long ago.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : I have not heard
the hon. gentleman advocate it except to-day.

The SecRETARY FOR MinNes: You have not
read my Paddington speech. (Laughter.)

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: No; but I will
later on. To-day it is almost impossible to
secure competent farm hands or competent
stack builders, no matter what you offer.
Any hon member opposite who is interested
in primary production—I am sorry that there
are very few who really take any interest in
the small prlma.ry producer—will agrec that
it is almo#t out of the question to obtain the
services of a competent stack builder—it is
a lost art. Yet hon. members opposite teli
us to pay unskilled labour from 15s. to £1
a day, and to provide five meals a day.
If competent and efficient labour is available,
cmployment will be found. The trouble is
that the unskilled labourer is out of all pro-
portion in numbers to the skilled labourer.
I strongly urge upon the Minister and hon.

I advceated that
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members opposite to go into the question of
cfficicney in all trades. I heard several hon.
members opposite discussing the question of
the unemployment existing among returned
soldiers. [ heard the hon. member for
Bowen and one or two others say that noth-
ing has been done by the Commonwealth
Government for the returned soldiers. What
have this Government done in the settlement
of the returned soldiers on the land?

The CITAIRMAN: Order! I hope that
the hon. member is not going to discuss the
question of soldier settlement. He will be
quite in order in discussing the question of
unemployment amongst returned soldiers
generally, but the question of soldier settle-
ment must be discussed on the Estiruates of
the Lands Department,

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister
claims that the Government have done an
enormous amount for the returned soldiers.
It alwavs appears to me that the returned
soldier is the last man about whom hon.
membars opposite think., Unless he belongs
to a certain Labour organisation, or is con-
nected with the Labour movement, appar-
ently the returned soldier is not to receive
very great consideration from hon. members
opposite.

Mr. W. Cooper: They do not say that.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I was
interested to see a ‘“ Liberty Fair”
stuck up in the Valley stating, °° Labour
scction only.” I understand that the pro-
ceeds were to be distributed amongst some
returned soldiers. Am 1 to understand that
it i1s on account only of the Labour sestion
of the returned soldiers, or are all the
soldiers to be treated alike? Are the Min-
ister and the Government prepared to dif-
ferentiate between the returned soldiers and
allow a ¢ Liberty Fair” to be run for one
section and not for the other? The thing is

very
placard

ridiculous.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope that
the hon. member will not discuss * Liberty
Fair.” It comes under the Estimates of

the Department of Justice.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I was interested
to hear the remarks of hon. members oppo-
site about the high rate of interest being
charged by banking and other institutions—
those capitalistic institutions which, they say,
are robbing the working man. Qultc recently
I had laid before mec a case in which
approaches were made to the Public Curator
to secure a loan. man wanted an advance
of 60 per cent. of the total amount required.
The Public Curator’s office, about which we
hear so much from hon. members opposite,
wanted to charge 7 per cent. interest, the
same as any other institution—a bit more, in
fact, because they would not advance up to
60 per cent, of the amount required. The
man was prepared to find 40 per cent. of
the total, and he asked the Public Curator
to advance him 60 per cent. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen almost had a fit to-day when
talking about the capitalistic institutions
which hon. members on this side are said to
represent.

The SucrETARY FOr MINES:
Curator handles trust funds.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: That does not
matter. Hon. members opposite are continu-
ally stating that we on this side are boodlers
and heaven knows what else. Here we have
an institution of which you yourself, Mr.

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]

The Public
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Kirwan, and the Secretary for Mines are
~upp01tela charging 7 per cent. Omne of the
reasons given for the existence of unemploy-
ment is that the interest charged by the
financial institutions is so great that people
cannot secure the necessary accommodation
to enable them to carry on. If by any chance
the Government remain in power long enough
to establish some big finaucial institution
with millions of pounds behind it, that insti-
tution will be charging 3 per cent. more than
any other financial insitution in the State.
When hon. members opposite quote this as
one reason why there is unemployment, T am
justified in saying that another recason is the
fact that the Public Curator is also more or
less a money-grubber, and is out to get every
penny he pessibly can.

Mr. GrensoN: You know that it is not
Government money which he is lending.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Are you refer-
ring personally to the Public Curator when
you say that he is a money-grubber?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister
knows that I am quite correct, but he does
not like to say so. I do not know whether
it had anything to do with the question of
unemployment, but during the debate the
hon. member for Toowoomba referred to me
as having employed Chinamen. The hon.
member for Toowoomba is a man whose word
vou cannot altogether take. Quite recently
I was talking to ome of his big supporters
in Toowoomba, and that gentleman said to
me, “ Really, you do not want to take any
notice of what the hon. member for Too-
woomba says; his tongue is like a racehorse
—it goes the faster the less weight it has to
catry, and the further it goes the more unre-
liable it becomes.” (Laughter.) When the
hon. member for Toowoomba goes out of his
way to make insinuations and innuendoes—
I do not know whether he was in order, but
vou did not call him to order, Mr. Kirwan,
and not a man on the other side rose to a
point of order—I1 claim the privilege of say-
irg that that is the opinion which one of his
big supporters in Toowoomba has of him,
and I sincerely trust that this House will
have the same opinion of him.

I congratulate the Government on having
reduced the relief vote from £177,000 to
£562.000. I trust that during this year only
absolutely legitimate cases will be given con-
sideration.  Widows and women who may be
finding it hard to live are absolutely entitled
to relief.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You will be the
first to urge all the undeserving cases; you
always do.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister
always listens to them with a very frank
smile. He is too good-tempered to put his
foot down on any proposal. He always
tells you in a kind way that he will see
what he can do. He will admit that hon.
members on this side do not put up any
unreasonable cases to him. The Secretary
for Agriculture will also admit we do not
put up any unreasonable cases. We only
submit cases that are ir absolute need of
relief, and I can assure the Minister that
hon. members on this side would only be too
pleased to congratulate him when we meet
next year if he has absorbed the whole of
the unemployed and more, as stated by the
hon. member for Gregory.

The SecRETARY TFOR Mings: The hon.
gentleman has not taken the trouble to
ascertain how many have been absorbed.

[Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.
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Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The trouble is
If we came here
and quoted official figures, probably some
attempt would be made to try and get
some of the public servants out of their
positions. The Minister has the privilege of
getting all the statistics and figures. If I
went to the Under Secretarr of the Home
Department for certain figures to quote in
this Chamber, what sort of a row would
there be in the department? It is prepos-
terous for the hon. gentleman to say that we
do not take the trouble to find out. If he
will give us the opportunity of getting the
information, we shall be only too pleased to
get it and quotﬂ it in this Chambor. There
are many hon. member- on this side who
think that it is not worth while asking for
that privilege.

Mr. BULCOCK (Barcoo): The hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his scat has been
unfortunate in some of the points that he
touched on. At the outset he attempted
to compare certain conditions existing in
Imperial Rome with certain conditions that
exist in this State to-day. He said that
the product of the farmers was confiscated
by the Imperial Gevernment to placate
the multitude, and that our Government
have done the same. T take that as an indi-
cation of how a different interpretation can
be placed upon historic facts In my
opinion, the hon. gentleman has only paid
a_ very superficial attention to this subject.
Had he dived deeper, he would have found
that the downfall of the Roman Empire
was due to the militarism which existed in
it, and, further, that the food supplies which
were commandeered without payment from
what he called the primary producers were
commandcered for the support of the army:
and, had the hon. gentleman continued his
argument to a logical conclusion, it would
have been a condemnation of the military
system, which brought about the downfall
of that Impire, and, if persisted in,
will  bring  about the downfall  of
every Empire that continues along the
lines adopted by the Roman Empire, The
hon. gentleman said that young men travelled
around the country in scaroh of relief, and
1nf011ed that their primary intention and
object in doing so was to find relief, It
has often been my unfortunate privilege on
the many occasions when I have been poking
about the lonely parts of my eclectorate to
camp with these same travellers. The relief
which these men are in search of is, in »
majority of cases, only a means to an end,
that end being to obtain work. I can assure
this Chamber that, when 1 have met men
on the road like that, knowing that I have
come a considerable dlctance thoy invariably
present this question to me, “ Do you know
where we can get a job?” proving conclu-
sively that their object in travelling about
is to find a job, and not to get rations,
which ther are undoubtedly entitled to while
they are legitimately looking for work. The
hon. gentleman said that during the harvest
period on the Downs last year young men
boasted that they had not done any work
for a considerable number of months, and
that they proposed to continue to gct Go-
vernment relief, as they had done in the
past, and continue so to subsist so long as
they could not have their claims fulfilled.
1 do not accept that statement. 1 do not
believe that any body of young men have
lost their self-respect to such an extent as
to prefer to carry their swags round the
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country, with all the privations that that
occupation entails, for the sake of the meagre
rations to which they are entitled. There is
no harder work than carrying a swag. Hon.
members who say that men prefer to carry
a swag rather than work have a very
poor knowledge of human nature, and they
have no krowledge of what a ¢ drum?®
feels like across one’s back at 4 o’clock in
the afternoon on a hot summer’s day when
the water-bag is empty. The hon. member
also stated that stack-builders were standing
out for 25s. a day, and then he went a
little further and stated that they could not
get stack-builders. Where is the logic in
that argument? He said that they were
prepared to pay stack-builders anything in
erder to get them. He also said it was &
lost art, yet these men who do not possess
the lost art were sitting down in Too-
woomba dentanding 25s. a day to perform
that art. That, surely, is a contradiction !
Perhaps one should not comment on that. I
think it is in keeping with the ordinary
method the hon. gentleman adopts when
he rises in this Chamber. He said that the
Government have not treated the returned
soldiers well. The debate seems to have
centred round returned soldiers. Quite re-
gently the Southern papers agreed that the
Queensland Government have done more for
returned soldiers than any other Govern-
ment. One gentleman who carries influence
in the councils of Empire—I refer to our lat:
Governor-General, now Lord Novar—when
he was in Brisbane during his period of
office, said that the returned soldicrs had been
treated remarkably well in Queensland. One
prominent member of the Senate—and a
Nationalist at that—said, “ I have heard a
lot of talk about the way returned soldiers
have been treated in Quecensland, and I
expected to find things pretty bad there, bug
I must admit that they have had a pretty
fair ‘go,””” or words to that effect. When
the war terminated the Government did dis-
charge the promises to which they had
pledged themselves—that returncd men would
be reabsorbed in the public service on
their return. The Government could not
absorb those men who were promised by
private enterprise that they would be given
work when they retarned from the war. The
Government could not allow them to starve,
and, because the emplovers would not loyally
fulfil their obligations and stand up to the
promises they had made to those individuals
prior to their enlistment, they became a
charge on the State by receiving rations.
While we all regret that the promises and
pledges which were made by the cmploying
classes to those men were so lightly broken
and so carelessly held, yet wo recognise—
meagre and all as it is—that the Government
discharged their obligations to those returned
men whom hon. gentlemen opposite are
condemning to-day.

But T have more important matters to
deal with than the rather rambling state
ments made by the hon. member for Ditts-
worth. During the whole of this session, and

_ _during the whole of cvery session
[3.20 p.m.] that T have been in Parliamecnt,

. _the Opposition, true to their his
toric functions, and obering the dictates of
the newspapers who formulate their policy
and instruct them in their line of attacl,
have opposed every action and every step of
this Government. T recognise that it is part
of the game of party politics, but I do not
think the hypocrisy should go to the extent
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that it has gone in this connection. I believe
in fair and legitimate criticism. I have in
my mind the recent New South Wales cam-
paign and the promises that were made by
Sir George Fuller and his time-serving
henchmen, when they said that, if returned
to power, they would eliminate the unem-
ployed problem to a great extent by pro-
ducing economic conditions favourable to the
workers, rather than conditions that were
adverse to the workers. In spite of those
promises, we find that the volume of unem-
plorment in New South Wales is greater
to-day than it was when Mr. Dooley went
out of power. We find, further, that those
gentlemen stated, as hon. members opposite
have said, that the wages were too high, and
that the high wages were responsible for the
volume of unemployment that existed. Tver
since the Fuller Government have had the
reins of office in New South Wales they
have been ruthlessly slashing wages; they
have been slashing at wages to a greater
extent than any other Government in Aus-
tralia; but they have not relieved the unem-
ployed situation. They bave got no more men
working in New South Wales to-day in spite
of the low wages. I say emphatically that,
according to statistics, there is a greater
amount of unemplorment under the low
wages in New South Wales to-day than there
was when the Dooley Government were in

power, It puts me in mind of a little thing
I came across when resding one of the

political essays of a man who, when he gets
the recognition to which he is entitled, will
be regarded as one of the greatest men of
the last century. I refer to William Morris,
the renowned socialist, artist, and thinker.
I do not think that we have recognised
the power and influence of William Morris
in literature snd in connection with sncial
problems.

Mr. KErR: Hughes,

Mr. BULCOCK : The hon. member is try-
ing to connect him with William Morris
Hughes, It will be noticed that I distinetlv
referred to the eminent and renowned
socialist and thinker, so that anyone would
understand I was not referring to William
Morris Hughes. I was referring to a gentle-
man infinitely his superior. This gentleman,
William Morris, once

Mr, Morcean: Hughes, (Laughter.)

Mr. Epwamps: Hughes trained you in
your early politics.

Mr. BULCOCK : This gentleman, William

Morris, speaking of the Coenservative
Government that was in power in Great
Britain at that time, and discussing the

guestion of an clection and the promises
made to the people, made this remark—

“'That they mustered a large army by

fulsome promise, filled it with high

resolve, led the privates to believe their

leaders stood for the sweeping away of

all the horrors of our civilisation, railied

their army together, sounded the
advance, and burnt down Paddy’s
pigsty.”’

What a beauntiful climax! We had the same
thing in effect in New South Wales during
the recent campaign there, and, when all was
said and done, their action was futile. The
Fuller Government were veturned and they
repudiated every promise that they had
made, and ruthlessly attacked the conditions
of the workers, and failed to keep their

Mr. Bulcock.]
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promise that they would conserve their that I should like to touch on in this con-

conditions if they were returned to power,
We have had a good deal of discussion about
the results of the war and the aftermath
of the war. Hon. members opposite will
agree with me when I say that, no doubt,
Lloyd George ranks as onec of the most
c¢minent men in thoe world to-day, and his
opinion is worthy of respect. The high and
honourable position occupied by TLloyd
George—that of Prime Minister of Fngland
—wayrants us in taking some notice of what
he has said. In September. 1919, in ovder
probably to placate the multitude—and that
1s the general attitude of Conservative
politicians—ILloyd George said
“ A new world was fought for and
millions of gallant young men had fought

for it, and thousands died to establish

it. If we fail to honour the promise
given to them, we dishonour ocurselves,
What doex a new world mean? What
was the old world like? It was a world
where toil for myriads of honest workers,
men  and  women, purchased nothing
better than squalor, penury, anxiety, and
wretchedness—a world scarred by slums
and disgraced by sweating, where unem-
ployment through vicissitudes of industry
brought despair to multitudes of humble
homes; a world where, side by side with
want, there was waste of the inexhaus-

tible riches of the earth, particulariy
through ignorance and want of fore-
thought, partly through contrenched

selfishness.”

He speaks of the two worlds—the world that
was to appear as a result of a successful
conclusion of the war and the world that
was to be left behind. VYet we find hon.
nembers, not in Quecensiand alone, but
throughout the whole of the so-called
civilised world, standing for a return of those
pre-war conditions. We find them clamour-
ing  for pre-war conditions, meaning, as
Lloyd George so effectively said, squalor,
hunger. and want for thousands and thou-
sands of people in the world to-day. I hope
that we stand for somcthing better than that.
I am charitable enough to believe that many
members of the Opposition would stand for
something better than that if their opinions
were not trammelled and hampered by the

system they are pledged to support. The
Prime Minister of England went a little

further and said—

“ We would be guilty if we failed in
building up a new world where labour
shall have its just reward and indolence
alone shall suffer want.”

‘With that opinion I heartily concur.
Sir Robert Horne comes cn the scene.
another gentleman who has
influence in the politics of
Kingdom. He says
“ No man, whnilst willing and able to
work, should be allowed to starve. Any
Government which ignored that prin-
ciple would not long remain to conduct
the affairs of this country, nor would it
deserve to remain.”

Hon. members on this side of the HHouse
recognise the force of that dictum—that
individuals who are prepared to work and
are prevented from working by the force
of the circumstances surrounding the complex
system of civilisation to-day shall not be
allowed to starve, and shall not be allowed
to suffer for circumstances over which they
have no control. There is one other matter

[Mr. Bulcock.
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nection. We all remember what was done
some little time ago by the mayor of Poplar
—one of the poorest suburbs of London—
a suburb swhich in the main is populated by
the working classes—men who are on ihe
bread line. or, in the expressive parlance of
our Ameritan friends, on the crumb [line.
These individuals, being unable to obtain
work, were insistent in their demands that
something should be done for them. and the
mayor of Poplar rose to the occasion, and
said, ‘‘These men shall not starve,” but
the Government, composed of the prototspes
of hon. members opposite, gaoled that man
because he said, ‘° Men shall not starve.”
We find that in that suburb, even when the
Government took control of this matter. it
cost £7,600 per wesk to afford relief so that
the people should not starve. Furthermore,
according to the ‘ Nineteenth Century ”’
magazine for November, 1821, thr cost for
unemployment relief in Great Britain s
to-day in the vicinity of £3,000,000 per week.
That is a staggering figure.

The SECRETARY POR MINES: It is <ue to the
aftermath of the war.

Mr. BULCOCK: Exactly—the aftermath
of the war, over which the British Govern-
ment or this Government have no control.

Mr. Moore: Rither the number of unem-
ployed is wrong or your figures are wrong.

Mr. BULCOCK: In the opinion of that
magazine my figures are correct. I am
quoting from a reliable source, but 1 dare
say that, if hon. members opposite had the
opportunity, they would probably reduce
that figure, to the disability and expense
of the worker.

Something has been said with regard to
interstate migration. It has been said that
a lot of individuals come from the South
sceking work in Queensland. I believe that
in some instances, it is part of a conservative
plan. With the proper organisation of
labour it would be possible to stop the
exchange of men who arc doing the samec
type of work from one locality to another.
You may hdve a shearer or shed hand in
western New South Wales shearing in a shed
there, and he has a shed to go to in Central
Quecensliand.  He has to leave the shed in
New South Wales and incur all the expense
of going to the shed in Central Queensland,
while a man shearing in a shed 1n Central
Queensland has, perhaps, as his next * port
of call,” to go to some shed in Southern
Riverina, or even as far as Westorn Aus-
tralia. 'That position has come under my
own notice, It musi be possible to regulate
labour in such a way that men whose people
are living in a locality and trying to build
up the population in our Western towns will
have facilities for following their callings
within that district, instead of being taken
from one part of Australia to another, as
they are at present. I have in mind a state-
ment by the manager of one of the biggest
pastoral shearing companies in Australia.
He said it was a good plan to keep shearers
and shed hands moving, because it kept them
poor; and as long as you kept them poor
they did not get the sinews of war and could
not fight. I think that the hon. member for
Murramba concurs in that opinion. I think
the time has arrived when we ought to con-
sider the distribution of work in its relation
to the inhabitants of any given local area.
I recognise that we cannot say that the men
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1 the area shall be employed exclusively in
the work to be performed in that area; but
there is something wrong in a system which
causes men to travel from one part of Aus-
tralia to another to perform certain work,
instead of keeping the men who live in a
locality to do the work required there. If
we are going to have our Western country
properly developed, it is nccessary that the
men and women and their children living
there should be given sufficient money for
the work the men are performing to enable
them to stay there, and thus conserve our
Western population. That would stop what
is undoubtedly at present a distinct tendency
to drift to the coast, because it is easier to
get employment to-day at one of the shearing
offices in Brisbane, Sydney, or Melbourne at
a shed in the Western distriet, than it is
to get work in that district if a man lives
only 40 or 50 miles away from the station.

Mr. WaRREN: You have brought that
abcut.
Mr. BULCOCK : This has been brought

about by several causes, the chief of which
is that every time we go to the Arbitration
Lourt we find the pay sheets are made as
large as possible. The bosses endeavour to
kkeep- one lot of men working continuously
going from shed to shed, so that higher
earnings will be shown on their pay-sheets.
On the other hand those individuals who ave
not fortunate enough to get into the running
have to pass from cne shed, say, in North

Queensland to another in New South Wales.

or Victoria. Those who are continuously in
the running are only a few of the workers
concerned, so that in the Arbitration Court
the emvployers will be able to show that the
shearvers carn big wages. A few may do that,
but on the average, on account of the scasonal
nature of their employment, the expenses
which they have to incur bring their wages
frequently to less than the basic wage.

We all regret the circumstances surround-
this vote The trouble is as old as civilisa-
tion itself. We all have sympathy for the
poor unfortunate individual who 1s obliged
to come on the State for relief, and we should
not have any condemnation, but rather pity,
for these individuals, and we should be
actuated by a sympathetic desire to remove
the circumstances which cause thesc indivi-
duals to be dependent on the State.

Mr. XKERR (Enoggera): 1 would first of
all like to refer to the general discussion
which has taken place with regard to the
unemployment of ex-service men. I think
that the discussion has given a totally wrong
impression, and generaily a wrong atmo-
sphere is created.  The number of returned
soldiers, or their families, who are drawing
Government relief is very small, and I am
quite sure that the officer in charge of ithe
depdt will bear me out in that statement.
We find that of the 50,000 Queenslanders that
swent to the war, 40,000 returned to the State,
and of that number 38,000 have repatriated
themselves. They are occupying some of the
highest positions in the State in their profes-
sional capacities. Thera are amongst them
men who are managing business houses in
Brisbane and other parts of Queensland.
There are skilled artisans amongst them, and
in every avenue you will find returned men
doing their duty well as citizens. It is
quite wrong for hon. members to harp upon
the fact that unemployved returned soldiers
are receiving relief rations,
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My, Harriey: Your own leader brought
it up. The leader of the Opposition charged
the CGovernment with not giving returned
soldiers relief rations.

Mr. KERR: My description of the atti-
tude of the Government to the returned
soldier, to uss an army expression, is that
they are * flogging the soldier.” I have
listened very carefully to the discussion. On
a number of occasions 1 have advocated that
the quicker the returned man gots back to his
civil life the better it will be for everyone
concerned. A soldier himself will appreciate
it much more if this atmosphers which has
led to the belief that the returne:d soldier is a
“waster” or a ¢ fag-end” or a_*‘ loose end.”
is ended once and for all. He is none of
these things. As a matier of fact, he has
repatriated himself, and proved that he is
capable of looking after himseclf, his family,
and his affairs.

Mr. PeasE: Who said he was a

Mr. KERR: The statement has not been
made, but the inference is there all the time.
The infercnce has been made by members of
the Government. It is a regrettable and
entirely incorrect inference.

My, Prasp: Rubbish!

Mr. KERR: I am not going to enter into
an argument on that question bQ}OI’]d’ 28y~
ing thut tae returned soldiers are not ‘ fag-
snds.” They can settle themselves in life, and
they have done so, and they arc doing fairly
well, When you come to think that a
number of young men have been travelling
round the globe, having no guidance for a
number of years, and facing urusual con-
ditions, and then they coms back here and
1'cpatrii1te themselvss, and resume life as in
pre-war days, I think they have done very
well when we find that we have only got
about 2,000 unemployed here. Btill, it is
serious to think Yhat we have got 2,000 unem-

el
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ployed. I hope that the State will make
grester progress, and that we shall have

more industries, and that all these men will
be absorbed. I would like o krow from the
Minister how many returned soldiers and
their families are drawing rations to-day. I
think the number is infinitesinial.

Kr. Ryan: I know a lot of them.

Mr. KERR: I am sure you do not know
a lot of them.

Mr. Prase: There are hundreds of returned
soldiers going round selling soap.

My, StoprorD: Do you think the employors
have done their duty to returned soldiers?

Mr. XKERR: Yes, I do.
Mr. Peasz: You ought to be ashamed of
vourself for saying that.

Mr. KERR: I have had mors to do with
them than the hon. gentleman. In all my
experience I have only had one case brought
under my notice where an employer refused
to give a man his job when he returned.

My, Prasp: I will give you some more
cases.

Mr. KERR: I am not going o say that
such cases are non-existent; but if the hon.
gentleman knows of any, I would rather he
took action to have them righted instead of
bringing them forward in this Chamber. 1
ask the hon. gentleman to give the returned
soldier a fair deal. Do the right thing and
let it drop, but do not bring it up_in this
House. If an employer is not doing the

Mr. Kerr.]
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right thing, he should be forced to do it. I
do not want to say more than that. I think
the hon. gentleman would rather come here
and block the returned soldier, but it is
time these things were forgotten.

Mr, Prase: Do you think the Common-
wealth Government utilize the returned
soldiers? :

Mr. KERR: I do not. I would rather
someone else took up the argument with the
hon. member, because I have no desire now
to refor to the returned soldier on this Relief
Vote. We find that the sum of £52,072
is asked for outdoor relief, as against
£117,702 appropriated last year. I place no
reliance on the fact that we are asked to
vote that reduced amount. It is not an
indication that the Government are going to
ccase giving doles to able-bodied men in
preference to giving them work. In proof
of that I have only got to mention that
£41,665 was appropriated in 1920, but the
Government spent £73,860, or £37,195 more
than was appropriated. In the {following
year a cartain sum was appropriated by
Parliament, and the Government exceeded
it by £43,392. Last year we had the same old
stall, but the sum appropriated by Parlia-
ment was exceeded by £59,317. Why should
we believe this year that the parliamentary
appropriation will not be excceded? When
I spoke on the Financial Statement, I showed
how the parliamentary appropriations had
been departed from. I think that this is
something to put before the electors, so that
the Government can say, ¢ We have reduced
these doles to £50,000 or £60,000. 1In face
of the facts, no one is inclined to believe that
only this sum will be spent. It is put there
for the purposcs of propaganda. 1 may be
wrong, but we will see when the financial
year is over. I sincerely hope that I am
wrong. I think that one of the causes that
has aggravated the unemployment in Queens-
land 1x the method adopted regarding
apprenticeship.

Hon. W. Foreax SMIiTH: How many unem-
pleyed are there in Queensland now?

Mr. KERR: The statistics show about
2,000.

Hon. W. ForcaN Suyita: There ave less
than that now.

Mr. KERR: I know onc of the factors

that causes unemployment, and it will be
worse next vear.

Hon. W. Foreax SwitH: What do you
think of the Unemployed Workers’ Insurance
Bill ?

Mr. KERR: I have read as much about
that matter as the Minister, and I kvow as
much about it as he does. I have already
referred to various Commissions which have
been appointed in connection with that ques-
tion in different parts of the world. I know
it has bern tried for years. The other day
I asked the Secretary for Public Instruction
some questions in regard to the examination
of trade apprentices at the Central Technical
Collcge. I am sorry to say that many of
those who desire to become apprentices are
not able to get work, and, directly or indi-
rectly, they are drawing relief rations. They
leave school, but there is nothing for them
to do, and they have to get rations, but they
do not get any work. In the last eighteen
months there have been several examinations
of trade apprentices. I find that 560 boys
between the ages of fourteen and seventeen

[My. Herr,
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years sat for those examinations between
December, 1920, and June, 1922. Of this
number 342 passed and 218 failed.

Hon. W. Foreax SmitH: One of your mem-
bers ‘‘ failed ” them.

Mr. KERR: I believe he did, and I am
very sorry that he did. I know that one of
the practical subjects for carpentry was to
be able to handle a saw, but when the boys
were glven arithmetic that was not con-
nected with that particular job they failed to
qualify.

Hon. W. Forean SuiteH: You will admit
that that is a very necessary qualification?

Mr. KERR: I am not prepared to admit
that. We do not expect a boy just leaving
school to be a carpenter. I expect that boy
to be taken on by a man who will teach him.
If I were an employer, I would go to a boy
leaving schocl, and 1 would say, ** You are
a bright lad. Come and join me.”” I would
then teach him his business. That is not
what is happening now. A boy has to go
through a full-dress rchearsal and all the
paraphernalia of the Trades Iiall. Ile has
to submit certificates and all that sort of
thing. The vestrictions that are placed on
that boy before he can get a job are tre-
mendous. We should make a good artisan

or tradesman of him and teach

[4 pom.] him, and give him a chance in

life. Many employers to-day have
friends and would be willing to start their
boys, but under the existing circumstances
they have to take the boys they do not want,
and so they do not bother. The other day F
toolt a boy who happened to he a little over
age down to the Valley to try to get him into
a piano-tuning establishment. They did not
want a boy specially, but they started him;
and I venture to say that if he had not got
that job he would have been drawing State
relief. I have got it myself for such people
under those circumstances. If they have to
loll about at home for a year or two walting
for vacancies there is no other alternative.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not wish fo re-
strict the hon. member unduly, but I weuld
like to point out that, whilst he may use
that aspect of the matter as an illustration
or an argument, he will not be in order af
this stage in discussing the whole subject of
apprenticeship. He may do that on the
proper vote.

Mr. KERR: I am using it as an argument
—that, if they abolish this pernicious form
of apprenticeship, the  unemployment
problem would not be so acute. Out of
those 560 boys who qualified eighteen months
ago, fewer than 100 got work, and the other
460 have to live. They go and draw rations,
and I say that one way to ease the situa-
tion is to abolish thesc examinations, and
let the employer engage any boy he desires.
That would not wipe out all unemployment,
but it would be a factor.

In this regard I have turned up the Budget
of the present Federal Treasurer, Mr. Bruce,
who has proved himself one of the hest
Treasurers the Commonwealth or any State
has had. He says—

“The principle of unemployment doles
should not be recognised. This prin-
ciple the Government have rigidly
adhered to, and whilst prepared to assist
by the provision of productive work,
will not countenance the introduction
of doles.”



Supply.

Mr. Bruce did not say that ¢ off his own
bat.” He took it from the results of various
conferences all over the world, and gave
it as one of the first principles of decent
State finance. He mentioned productive
work, and I am reminded of what Sir Henry
Barwell said at the Premiers’ Conference
about the construction of railways on the
uniformm gauge. He adopted the attitude
that it was wrong to put men on railway con-
struction to the prejudice of placing them
in permanent cmployment in the industries
of the State. That is where I differ from
the policy of the Government. Instead of
placing men permancutly in the industries
of the State, the Government would rather
spend  £10,000,000 of loan money in four
years in employing an army of unskilled
men, including would-be apprentices, at rail-
way construction and similar work. This
spending of loan money is only an emer-
gency measure.

The CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. mem-
ber will show how his remarks bear on the
question of outdoor relief.

Mr. KERR: I am arguing that, if we
do not place these men permancntly in em-
ployment rather than keep them at temporary
work, this expenditure must go on. I take
it that it is our duty to point out how this
expenditure can be avoided in future years,
if not mow. Here I should like to quote
from the deliberations of an International
Conference, held in 1913, at which Australia
was represented. They came to the con-
clusion that it was desirable to—

‘ Consider whether public works should
not be deferred until the slack season of
the year or to a time more or less dis-
tant from crises or economic pressure.”’

The Government must have known during
the war, when they spent that £10,000,000
of loan money, that 40,000 men would soon
be coming back to take up the jobs which
they had only temporarily left,” and that
those who had filled these jobs would go on
the labour market. Would it not have been
better to look ahead and not have carried
out public works during the war. reserving
our strength against the time of crisis after-
wards, so that we would be able to absorb
them, even if only temporarily, in good
work, instead of paying out doles and giving
rations? It may be said that this is wisdom
after the event, but it has been done in some
parts of the world.

Mr. Pease: What would have happened
to the men who earned that money?

Mr. KERR: I say that the Government
should have conserved that £10,0600,000.
Mr. Pease: And left the men out of work.

Mr. KERR: In 1914 very few persons
were unemployed, and 40,000 men went away.
The Government must have known there
would have been an aftermath. Any reason-
able Government, not imbued with the idea
of spending money and of vote-catching,
would have known it, and this huge expendi-
ture on doles would not have been necessary.
This vote is not the only fund from which
money 1s being paid out: there are many
other funds, such as the War Council Fund.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): I
have listened with a good deal of attention
to the discussion which has taken place. No
one can doubt the great importance of the
preblem to Queensland. The large number
of unemployved destitute people requiring aid
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from the State is a great problem to which
those who have the best interests of Queons-
land at heart should apply themselves, with
a view to finding a scientific remedy for meet-
ing the difficulty. I am not going to defend
the ration system as being the best system of
dealing with poverty caused by unemploy-
ment. 1 recognise that men who are destitute
as the result of being unable to find employ-
ment must be provided with food and the
necessities of life—ordinary common humanity
calls for that. I have risen because of state-
ments which have been made by varicus hon.
members opposite—statements caleulated to
lead the people to believe that the problem
of unemployment in Queensland is something
tremendous, that it is out of all proportion to
the population of the State, and that it is
graver than that which exists in other States
of the Commonwealth or in other parts of
the world. I know that the destitution which
is the result of unemployment iz one of the
after-effects of the war, due to the economic
conditions prevailing throughout the world,
over which this Government have no control.
I also know that, so long as society is based
upon. the capitalistic system, so long will
uncmployment be a feature of the system,
and soclety will have to deal with it. I wish
to draw the attention of the Committee to
the number of men who are unemployed.
These are the latest figures which have just
been obtained from the Director of Labour.
They includs all the exchanges and sub-
exchanges throughout Queensland. TUp to
21st August, 1922, there were 1,463 persons
registered. That represents one-fifth of 1 per
cent, of the population. In the United States
of America there arc 5,000,000 uncmployed,
which is 4.5 per cent. of the population. In
Great Britain there are 2,000,000 unemployed,
representing 4.5 per cent. of the population.
Those figures are approximate, but they are
from the latest returns which are available.
So that, on the basis of comparison with the
United States of America and Great Britain,
the problem here is not nearly so” severe as
hon. members opposite would seek to make
people believe. If our unemployed problem
were as great as it is in Great Britain, we
would have practically 35,000 unsmployed in
this State. We are fortunate in that we have
nothing like that number at the present time.
I rose to give hon. members that information
as it is apropos of the subject under discussion.

My, HARTLEY (#itzroy): The hon. mem-
her for Eunoggera reminded me very much of
the quotation—

“ When the devil was sick,
The devil a saint would be;
When the devil is well,
The devil a saint is he.”

Ths hon. member for Enoggera deprecates
hon. members on this side in any way con-
necting the returned soldier with this vote.
His own party are really the aggressors in
that particular. For a specific instance, I
quote that brought up by the leader of the
Opposition, when he said that this Adminis-
tration refused assistance in the way of relief
rations to a returned soldicer. I again impress
upon the hon. member for Aubigny the fact
that we are still waiting for the particulars
of that case. The hon. member for Enoggera
points out that we must have lznown that this
business was coming forward and ought to
have made provision. During the first year
of this Government’s administration, when
the war was on, we had many organisations
making provision for the repatriation of the

Mr. Hartley.]
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soldiers. One fact must not Le forgotten,
Since the war started the employers generally
took the fullest advantage they could of the
condition of stagnation which was caused
temporarily in industry to throw out of em-
ployment as many employces as they could;
and that meant extra cost.

Mr. S1izer: And you reduced their

Mr. HARTLEY : The same class as that
to which the hon. member belongs reduced the
wages in England by £6,000,000 per week—
equal to 16s. 6d. per man. Although this hon.
member has sach a lot to say about reducing
wages, 1 never heard him raise his voice in
this House or out of it against the late wage
reducticon by the Government. e is not
game to stand up now and say that he is
opposed to the reduction made by the
Arbitration Court.

S1zer: You said you would resign if
the Government reduced wages.

Mr. HARTLEY : I said nothing of the
sort; I said that, if the Fitzroy organisation
required my resignation, they could have it—

wages.

and that is a very differeni thing. The hon.
member for Toowong made some remarks

about members of the Government not having
been conuected with any society or organisa-
tion which is engaged in assisting the returned
soldiers to find work. The hon. member
knows perfectly well—it is well known to any-
body who has followed the administration of
this State—that committees were formed by
this Government before any other State in
Australia formed them. I think you, Mr.

Kirwan, were a member of the Brisbane War
Council. The present Secretary for Public

Instruction was a member of the War Council
and also a member of the Wounded and
Maimed Soldiers’ Cominittee. The Secretary
for Public Lands, the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, myself, and several other hon. mem-
bers on this side were members of the Queens-
land War Council. Those councils did good
work in <the localities in which they were
situated, The man who had been 1njured
and could not follow his former ocnupa‘rlon
was given a training so that he was not
thrown on the wage market, but became an
operator ard, in somc cases, an cmployer.
In cevery direction the War Couneil led the
way in finding employment for the returned
soldier. It was only when the bungrlxng
Administration which_the hon. member sup-
ports in the Federal Parliament came along
with their Repatriation Department that these
councils were supplanted. Then things went
down to the mud, so far as caring for the
returned soldier was concerned. The reipon-
sibility is on the Federal Government and un
hon. members opposite who supported such a
half-baked scheme and such a scrcaming
bungle. There is a good deal of justification
for assuming that there has been corrupt
administration in the Repatriation Depart-
ment and the War Service Homes business;
they pretty well stink throughout Quecns-
land. Those things have the support of hon.
members like the hon. membeor for Toowong
and the hon. member for Enoggera ; they can-
not get away from it. Through our adminis-
tration of the War Council, in every ceatre
where councils were formed vocational train-
ing classes were institut=d in which soldiers
were ceducated. We have had to close the
office at the Intelligerce and Tourist Bureau
in connection with the boot- repairing businsss
because there was too much work going
through and not sufficient soldier operators to

[Mr. Hartley.
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cope with it; bocause they had been trained
in the boot-repairing business and are now in
little businesses of their own.

In order to try and regulate the work
it has to be taken to the workshops at
the Central Technical College. The wool-
classing school will finish at the end of
this year and nearly all the men attcnd ng
the school will be qualified cxpert wool:
classers.  The hon. member for Toowong
complained that we had not contributed
to any appeal on behalf of distressed ¢ Dig-
gers”  Why should we?  There should be
20 distressed ¢ diggers 7’; they should have
been eatered for. If the system adopted
by the Qucensland Government had been
allowed to operate unimmme‘led it would
have provided work. The bun‘*hnsr Adminis-
tration which the perty opposite support
in the Federal sphere Lave made 3% impos-
vible, and have pretty well crippled lot
of the operations of the Queensland (JOV(‘I‘II-
ment.  Why should we moscmbc to a ¢ qu
tressed Diggers’ Appeal” in the « Courier,’
with its big typo headings about colchers

starving ? VU]an business s it? Whose
trouble is it? Who is to blame? The
people  who Writo the articles in  the
* Courter,” the people who own the
“ Courier,” and the class who support and
buy the ‘“ Courier” arc to blame.  They
arc the people who are responsible, and
who give their support to the roften

adminisiration of the Federal Repatriation

Department. It can be seen from thn report
of the War Service Homes Commissioner
that it is quite evident that there is no

greater example of gross incompetency a=d

rotten dishonests th’tn in the admm stration
of that dcpartm“nt We see what has
taken wvlace in connection \nth buying a

large number of allotments for the erection

of houses and bhe making of contracts that
had afterwards to be canu\l]od and coin-

pensation paid. Al this mouey should have
hecn spent on behalf of the returned soldiers.

TUnemployment has been accontuated in Vie-
toria.  The contracts provided ‘Tnt 2.300
homes were to be erected, but after 500 had
been completed the cor Armct had to bhe

cancelled. becausc of the crorbitant expendi-
ture and the bad administration of the
department. T Qucenslard it was the inten-

tion ercet 1,500 homes for returned
soldiers; but when less than 500 were erec-
ted onorations had to cease beeause theore

vas so much bungling. Under the adminis-
tration of the Oucens}anl ar Clouncil homes
were erccted under the Workers’ Drellin

Act at a cost of about £500, whereas under
the Commorwealth scheme thew cost from
£600 to £800. That is one item to the
credit of Queensland. The finest example
of crass bungling and rotten administration
bx the Commonwealth Government which
]“d to so much unemployment in this State

is icted in the closing down of the
Canungra mill owned by Messrs. ?vahov
Brothers.

An Ovrosirron MEeMBER: What has that

to do with this veote?

Mr. HARTLEY: It has a lot to do with
it. A lot of men were employed at the
Canungra Mill cutting timber for returned
oldiers’ homes. But, when the mill was
purchased by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, they did not cut a hoard ard they
did not build a home for returned soldiers,
Iiad the mill not been purchased, returned
soldiers would have been able to cngage



in the timber indastry and in the activities
which would have resulted fromn the building
of those homes. It was because of sheer
rotten bungling supported by hon. members
oppesite that the mill was closed. The tram
lines are rotting, and. the hullocks that
one time were used in the bullock teams
have nearly all died, and a lot of timber
has boen left in the forest to deteriorabe.
That is what the rotten Administration
backed up by hon. members opposite has
done for returned soldiers. They have thrust
them aside and left them in the gutter

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): The arguments
of hon. members opposite throughout the
debate appear to be a “ Yes-No”” argument,
Or tho one hand they abuse this (iovern-
ment for issuing relief to many of the
unfortunate individuals in the community,
and, when they are pressed to the wall aud
challenged as to what they would do, they
have to adinit that in some instances they
would do the same thing if they occupied
the Treasury benches. The hon. member
for Burram was particularly ¢ Yes-No” in
his argument. He quoted a speech deli-
vered by the hon. member for Bowen when
this Government first took office. Ile quite
missed the mark in making the quotation
that he did. As the hon. member for Bowen
stated, had the hon. member for Burrum
read the speech right through. and if he
would read mmore cncechc& of the hon. member
for Bowe the hon. member for Burrum
would become quite cducated and would
probably see eve to eye with many things
that the Government have had to deal with
while they have been in offlice,  Ion. members
opposite have pointed out that seasonal oceu-
pations absorb a great number of men in
Queensland for six months every year, and
that those circumstances have been respon-
sible for a lot of the unemployment that
exists here.

Mr. Moore: Does
Court fix the wages
‘onal occupation?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes; I will deal with that
later on. On ’fhe one hand hon. members
opposite sav that the seasonal occupations
are a big factor in conncetion with unem-
ploymoné, and then on the other hand they
rav  that the maladministration of the

not the Arbitration
on the basis of a

&0

Government has been responsible for creat-
ing uncmployment. Why will they net be
eonsistent in their arguments and level a
charge =upported \nfh facts and drive it
home and force the Government to rectifr
the maladministration Wh(,n they claim
the Government are guilty of? There are

many factors which go to cause uvemple
ment. in every commuuity in the civ
world to-day. We all recognise that Que
land is not the only State suffering from
uneaplovment.  Other countries that are
develeped along capitalistic lines more than
Queensland ave suffering to a greater dezree
from unemployment. Take the United States
of America, with its large population and
the prosperity and development which have
‘aken place there since its birth as a nation,
and compare it on a proportional basis with
Queensland and her population, instead of
a paltry 2,000 unemploy*d in Queensland,
we should have from 35.000 to 40.000. The
same thing applies to ung‘a,)d and other
countries 1n Europe to-day. Other hon.
members  have stated that the present
existence of unemployment in our com-
munity and the necessity for issuing relief to
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irdividuals in the community is really the
aftermath of the war.

At 430 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Standing Order No. 307, and of the Scs-
sional Order agreed to by the House on 30th
August, I shall now leave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was made
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the
stting.

SALARIES BILL.
ASSENT.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt from

the Governor of a messauge conveying Iis
Excellency’s assent to this Bill.

QUESTIONS
APPLICATIONS FOR INCLUSION IN
IRRIGATION SUHEME.
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Trea-
surer—

“ Have any farmers in the Inkerman
area applied for inclusion in_ the Inker-
man irrigation scheme since the proposal
was guzetted 2”7

The TREASURER (Hon. E.
Chillagoe) replied—

“Yes; nine applications
received, as follows:—

26th May, 1919—David Davies,

Block, parish Inkerman.
26th May, 1919—J. P. Passmore, por-
tion 206, parish Leichhards.

21st Junc, 1919-—R. Trail and Sons,

portion 618, parish Leichhardt.

8th February, 1919—8. Soper, portion

204, parisi Inkerman.

12th December, 1918—A. H. Couper,

portion 274, parish Inkerman.

12th  March, 1919—J. T. Marshall.

western part of portion 198, parish
Inkerman,
23rd September, 1916—D. 8, Horwood,
portion 11, parish Leichhards.
29th April, 1920—A. A. Ross, part of
portion 300, parish Inkerman.
11th April, 1922—F. J. Mulholland,
Reserve 37, parish Inkerman.”

INKERMAN

G. Theodore,

have been

No. 13

APPLICATIONS FOR IXCLUSION TROM INKERMAN
TRRIGATION SCHEME.

Mr. MOORE (dubdigny) asked the
surer—

“ Have any farmers in the Inkerman
area applied for exclusion from the
Inkerman irrigation scheme since the
proposal was gazetted ?”

The "’REASURER replied—
¢ After the proposal came into opera-
tion on the lst December, 1916, six appli-
cutions for permission to withdraw were
received. Of these, two applicants were
allowed to withdraw op account of their
areas being unsuitable for irrigation, for
the reason that they werc grazing lands
and more or less liable to floods. Four

applications were refused.”

Trea-
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ALLOWANCES PAID TO STAFF 0F RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.

My, G. P. BARNES (Warwick) asked the
Secretary for Railways

““What amount was paid for the year
ended 30th June, 1922, in allowances and
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ment in the Southern, Central, and
Northern sections, respectively, of the

Ruailway Department?”’
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel), replied—
“The overtime paid to employees for
the year ended 30tn June, 1822, was as

extras to the staff of the Railway Depart- under—
i i [ . .
_— i ('l?iirfl'()%gle. Locomotive.,  Traflic. Maintenance.| TOtalﬂE{;gg“ for
‘ £ £ £ £ £ o
Southern Division .. o 304 50,675 | 93,267 3,910 77,165
Central Division (including ¢ .. 16,691 8,909 2,738 | 23,238
_ Mackay Railway) i i !
Northern Division o 12,099 | 4,991 2,757 | 21,677
i
Total for year 1921-22 o 304 81,205 36,167 0414 | 127,180
Total for year 1930-21 .. ’ 1,167 119,401 49,753 7,853 i 178,174

ADVISABILITY OF OBTAINING
oN Corrox GROWING (CAPABILITIES OF
CooxtowN DISTRICT.

My, RIORDAN (Burie), in the absence
of Mr. Ryvan (Cook), asked the Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock—

“Will he consider the desirableness
of sending an expert from his depart-
ment to the Cooktown district to inquire
into and report on the suitability of
that district for cotton-growing?”"

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(IIon. W. N. Gillies, Kacham) replied—

“ Vg,

ExrerT REPORT

ADVISARILITY OF OBTAINING ILIXPERT REPORT
oNn (Corrox GROWINXG CAPABILITIES OF
ToowooMes AND HELIDON DISTRICTS.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Kast Toowoomba)

asked the Sceretary for Agriculture and
Stock—
“1, Will he have a report made of
the lands between Toowoomba and

Helidon o: to their suitability for the
growing of cotton?

“2. If the report is favourable, “will
he make available an expert to give
people of the district the fullest informat-
tion 2"

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—

“1, There is no need for a special
report upon this district, because cotton
has already been grown there succoss-
fully.

. ‘Y2 An instructor will be sent to give
information as soon as present engage-
ments permit.”’

ALLEGED INDEBTEDNESS OF DUILDING

Guitd To STATE LNTERPHISE.
My, BELPHINSTONE (Oxley) asked the
Minister in charge of State Enterprises—

“1. Is the Building Trades Guild
indebted to any State cnterprise under
his control?

“If so, which State enterprises are
so affected, to what extent, and at what
dates were such liabilities incurred 77

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)
veplied-—

“1. The guild is not indebted to any
State enterprise under my control.

“2. Bee answer to No. 1.

TRADES

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If the hon. member
will look up the notice of question 1 gave
yesterday. it will be seen that it was
addressed to the Secretary for Public Lands
and not to the Minister in charge of State
Enterprises.

Hon. W. I'oraan Suita: The Secretary
for Public Lands is ill.

My, BLPHINSTONE: That does not
affect the position; the question was

addressed to the Secretary for Public Lands.

Speciat Rarnway Rartt 70 TOWNSVILLE JETTY
FOR (COAL FROM BowsN Srats Coal MINE.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE asked the hon.
member for Bowen—
“1. Is he aware that his colleague,

the hon. member for Mundingburra, is
active in endeavouring to obtain a special
rate of 6s. 11d. per ton (as against 12x,
10d. per ton to Townsviile) for the con-
veyance of ccal from the Dowen State
Coal Mine to the Townsville jetty for
shipment overscas?

“ 2, Is not this the trade that has been
dangled before the eyes of the electors
of Bowen ever since this coal enterprise
was entercd upon?

“3. Does he consider that this low
coal freight rate to Townsville jetty
for export will tend to promote the

prosperity of the port of Bowen?”’
Mr. COLLINS (Bowcn) replied—

«“ 1.1 understand that Mr. Dash, the
member for Mundingburra, with his
usual commendable activity on lwhalf of
his constituents, has been 1n consultation
with the Minister for Reilweys on this
matter. &

“2, The export trade of the Bowen
River ccal is bound to pass through the
port of Bowen, which has the ﬁ!}fzst
harbour in North Quecnsland. With
a view to coping with a large export
trade in coal, the Government are at
this moment helping the Bowen Harbour
Board to provide the necersary facilities
and coal-loading appliances which, when
completed, will be the most up-to-date
in Queensland.

“3. The low
coalficld to Townsville :
injure the prosperity of the port of
Jowen, for the rcason that it
same rate per ton as has been fixed

coal freight from the
jetty  will not

is the
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as the rate between the coalfield and
Bowen jetty. Bowen, naturally, has the
advantage, because the coal consigned
to Townsville jotty must be hauled 110
miles further than that consigned to
Bowen jetty. Is theve any further infor-
mation on this 1mp01tant matter which
the hon. member would like to obtain
from me?”’

2>r1ze TicRETS AND UNcraiMED Prize MONEY

N GoupeN CASKETS.”
Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Home

Becretary—

“1. Will he arrange to have all prize
tickets connectdd with the ¢ Golden
Casket ”” veinspected by the Government
Printer, and also arrange for an cxpert
and chemist to examine the ink and other
writings on same?

2. Has the Auditor-General certified,
otherwise than the corrcctness of the
accounts, &= disclosed by the books; if
50, to what extent?

“ 3. Can he definitely say shether or
not wunclaimed prizc money has been
lifted just before the date” when such
money would revert to the Trust Fund
or Treasury?

“4, Has the Auditor-General investi-
gated this item?

“ 5. What is the total amount of un-
claimed prize money (“ Caskets” 7 to
52 inclusive)? Of this, what is the
amount unclaimed representing prizes
of £100 or over?

“6. How many persons, if any, were
notified that they had won prizes, but
later, when thev came to collect, were
told it was a mistake?

7. What is the total amount of prize
money from ‘‘Caskets” 7 to 52 that
has been won by ticket-holders in the
Southern States?

‘8. What is the amount received from
agents and others in the Southern States
for the sale ot tickets for the ¢ Caskets”
7 to 5277

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
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the Home Secretary’s Department, for
transfer to the Audit Act Trust Fund.

““4, The unclaimed prize money
account Is periodically audited, as ex-
plained yesterday.

‘“5. £981 12s. 4d. Nil. No prize
money of £100 or over has, up to date,
remained unclaimed

“6. The acting manager states that,
so far as he and his officers know, none.

“7. Impossible to give this informa-
tion at such short notice.

‘8. No separate record is kept, and
to give an accurate answer would take a
considerable period to compile.”

PERMITS FOR GAMBLING.—ALLOCATION OF
Prorits rroM ‘‘ LiBERTY IAIR.”’

Mr. MOORE (Murilla) asked the Attorney-

General—

“1. As he stated, in answer to a
question by the leader of the Opposition
on the 24th August, that he considered
it unjustifiable that a daily newspaper
should have its profits augmented (or
its losses lessened) through the granting
by him of a permit to conduct gambling
concerns amongst the pcople of the
State, will he take particular care that
no more permits will be granted to such
concerns where portion of the takings
are to be allotted to such use?

2. Will he state what is the wusual
a‘llocation of profits from ‘‘Liberty
Fair,” seeing that he stated that 15 per
cent. to the Trades Hall board, 30 per
cent. to the ¢Daily Standard,” and 40
per cent, to the owners of the plant was
not usual ?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.

Mullan, Flinders) replied—

1 and 2. It is obvious that my reply
to the leader of the Opposition on 24th
August does not admit of the interpre-
tation placed upon it by the hon. mem-
ber. His questions are, therefore, based
upon incorrect premiscs.”

Usg or CLOSURE BY PRESENT AND Pasr
GOVERNMENTS.

A. J. Jones, Paddington), in the absence of Mr. MOORE asked the hon. member for
the Home Secretary (Hon. W. McCormack, Mirani—
airns), replied—

“1. No.

“2. The Auditor-General inspects the
books and accounts which, necessarily,
includes vouchers and tickets.

3. Yes. The bulk of the prize money
is paid during a peried of from five to
six weeks after each drawing. It takes
this period, because a number of prizes
are won from various parts of Australia
and outside Australia. After the lapse
of a period of from six to eight weeks
from date of drawing, prizes unclaimed
are transferred to ¢ Unclaimed Prize
Moner Account.” Claims are received
subsequently for these prizes, and,
approximately, every second day a claim
comes to hand. The prize is paid from
¢ Unclaimed Prize Account.’” All prize
winners who fail to collect a prize after
a lapse of one month from the drawing
are notified in writing, and should the
prize still be unclaimed after another
‘month, a second notification is forwarded.
Three months after each drawing all
anclaimed prize moncy is then paid to

“1. Is the hon. member for Gregory
correct in the statement contained in his
reply to the hon. member’s question on
\Vednmday 1e‘at1ve to the application
of the ‘gag’ by the present Govern-
ment—* That no member who showed a
bond fide desire to intelligently discuss
a measure had been * gagged?’ by the
Government ’ ?

¢“2. Is there any comparison between
the action of the hon. member for Mirani
and the party to which he belonged on
the Mines Regulation Bill in 1910
(quoted as a justification by the hon,
member for Gregory) and the action of
the present Government in their per-
sistent suppression of the right to speak
during this and last sessions ?

‘3. Does he, during his fifteen years’
experience of Parliament, remember any
session in which there was such a huge
percentage of applications of the ‘ gag’
as during this and last session?

‘4. Has he noticed the personal nature
of the latter portion of the hon. mem-
ber for Gregory’s reply ?”
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Mr., POLLOCK (Gregory): I rise to a
point of order on this question. My point
of order is that the hon. member for Burnett
vesterday gave notice of his intention to-day
to ask thig question of the hon. member for
Mirani, and I ask if the hon. member for
Burnett is empowered under the Standing
Orders to transfer the asking of the question
to' the hon. member for Aubigns.

Mr. Corser: I never gave notice of any
such question. I gave notice of a question
to the hon. member for Normanby yesterday.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) replied—

“1. No; the statement is absurd on
the face of it, as many questions have
been ‘gagged’ by this Government
without allowing any discussion what-
ever. Further, when discussion has been
permitted, it is most remarkable that the
‘gag’ has been applied when an effective
criticism of the Government is being
made.

“2. No. This is one of the strained
and illogical comparisons for which the
hon. member for Gregory has become
noted. As illustrating the inaptness of
his reply, T might mention that in the
case ho refers to as a justification for
the present ¢ gagging’ by his party (the
Mines Regulation Bill of 1910), the
‘gag’ was not once applied. There was
full debate on the second reading, and
two days were allowed for the Committee
stage. In Committee, thirteen members
of his party spoke on the first day and
fifteen on the second, more or less fre-
quently.  Further, the then Premier
(t,he late FHlon. W. Kidston) offered the

Labour party, who were then in opposi-
tion, a third day, in order that all the
clauses of the Bill might be fully dis-
cussed, but the offer was refused.

3. No; and the constant increase in
the pewonhge of times that members
are depvlved of the right of speaking
indicates that if the present leadership
is allowed to continue, our Parliament
will arrive at a stage where the imme-
diate application of the ‘ gag’ after the
formal statement of the question will be
the usual procedure

“4. Yes, and this is merely what those
who know tlie hon. member would expect
of him, and it exemplifies the old adage,

“ when’ your case is weak, abuse your
adversary.’ ”’
AppLICATION OF “‘ GaG " AND ¢ GUILLOTINE 7

AND RESTRICTION OF DruBaTE.
Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer), without

notice, asked the hon. member for Gregory—

‘1. Who introduced the ¢ gag’ and the
¢ guillotine ’ into the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland?

“ 2, Who introduced the time-limit on
specches and the restriction on the num-
ber of days allowed for discussion of the
Estimates?

3. Is there any comparison between
the action of the hon, member for Mirani
and the party to which he belongs, on
the Elections Act Amendment Bill of
1913, and the application of the cmsur‘e
by the present Government in the public
interest ?

[Mr. Pollock.
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‘4. What was the personal nature of
the reply of the hon. member for Gregory
to the question of the hon. member for
Mirani ?”

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) replicd—

1. The old Liberal Government, sup-
ported by Messrs. Swayne, Corser, Appel,
G. P. Barnes, W. II. Barnes, Bell Petrie,
and T. R. Roberts.

“2. The Kidston Government, by
sessional order, These restrictions were
later embodied in the Standing Orders
of this House by the Denhain Govern.
ment, supported by the gentlemen men-
tloned in the answer to Quethon 1.

“3. No. The following members:—
Moessrs. Swayne, Corser, Appel, G. P.
Barnes, W. H. Barnes, Bell, Petrie, and
T. R. Roberts have a notououslv
unbeatable record for stifling free dlscus-

sion, They voted ﬁfty eight t1me= in one
night to ‘gag’ and * guillotine’ Labour
members in 1913,

“4. 1 suggested that in view of the

hon. member for Mirani having voted
forty-five times in one night to stifle dis-
cussion by the Labour party, he should
delegate the asking of such questions to
someone not possesied of such a sticky
political past. I regret for his own sake
that he did not follow my suggestion.
The hon. member for Burnett, who is now
the ¢ questions proxy’ of the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani, voted eighty-seven times
in cight days, and fifty-eight times in one
night, for the ‘gag’ and ° guillotine’
against the Labour party on the Elections
Act Amendment Bill of 1913.”

The SPEAKER: I take the opportunity of
saylng that the questions which have been
put during the last few days relating to the
closure and the replies thereto are indubi-
tably contrary to the Standing Orders.

Mr. CORSER

(Burnctt), without notice,

““ Was the Mr. Corser, the hon. member
referred to in his reply to the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer, the hon, member for
Burnett or the hon. member for Mary-
borough 7

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) replied—

““The hon. member I referred to was
Mr. B. H. Corser, who now asks the
question.”’

(Laughter.)

NuMBER oF CHILDREN DISCHARGED TROM
State CoNTROL.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones, Paddington):The hon. member for
East Toowoomba asked the Home Secretary
on 18th July last the following question with
reference to the number of children who
have been discharged from State control:—

“ What is the totsl number of children
discharged from State control during
period 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 1922
~—(a) Having reached age of fourteen
years; (b) at request of parent or guar-
dian; (¢) on recommendation of Con-
troller of State Children for, in his
opinion, being adequately maintained ?”



Questions.

And I would like now to supply the informa-
tion asked for—
¢ Number of Children Discharged from

State Control, 1st July, 1921, to 30th June,
1922.

Southern District ... 1,038
Central District ... 208
Northern District 212
1,458
e, e
52 28 23! 4
— €% E£E | £E . =
= 5% 1 32 5
P28 SR EA | =
|
(o) 14 yearsofage | 230 . 76 | 56| 362
(b) At request 0f | 148 . 26| ©| 183
parent or ‘
guardian | i
(¢) On recommen- | 660 106 | 147 913
dation of i |
Director | ;
Totals 1,038 208 ‘ 212 {1.458"7

APPLICATION OF GOVERNMENT RELIEF—CASE OF
Me. anp Mrs. THos. WILLIS.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), without notice,
asked the Minister acting for the Iome
Secretary-—

“1. Will he, as to-day promised, place
on the table of the House all papers,
reports, and other writings referring to
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Willis in the
matter of application for Government
relief,

“2 Have any
received by his
matter.
reports.”’

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (IHon. A.
J. Jones, Paddiagton): In the course of the
debate the hon. member asked if I would
table the papers in this matter, In the
intercsts of the persons concerned I do not
think it 1s advisable to make public the
whole of the correspondence.

Mr.
report ?

The SECRETARY TOR MINES: The
hon. member mav see that for himself. 1
am not going to use the privilege of Parlia-
ment furthor to pull down some person who
is in distress at the present time cither
through his own fault or through no fault
of his own,

Mr. CORSER:
papers?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer-
tainly, any hon. member can see the papers.

police reports been
department in this
If so, will he also table such

Vowres: Will you give the police

Can hon.

members see the

Mr. Vowres : Is there any police report?
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes.
Mr. Vowres: Will you disclose the report?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not think it would be fair to the persons
concerned for me to disclose the report. If
the hon. member wants to see the reports,
I can show them to him, but it will not be
in the best interests of the parties concerned
to disclose them.

{1 SEPTEMBER.]
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AFPLICATION oF CLOSURE To MINES
RreeuratioON Act or 1910.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani), without notice,
asked the hon. member for Gregory—

“1If his party contend that they were
‘gagged ’ on the occasion he refers to
on the Committee stage of the Mines
Regulation Aet Amendment Bill in 1910,
why they refused the extra day which was
then offered them by the Premier, the
Hon. W. Kidston ?”’

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man is now seeking information about some-
thing which happened about ten years ago.

Mr. POLLOCK: I ask the hon. member
for Mirani to give mnotice of that question,
(L.aughter.)

ALLEGED VENDETTA AGAINST GIRAZIERS.
Mr. J. JONES (Kennedy), without notice,
asked the Premier—

“ Will the Premier inform this House
how much longer he intends to continue
his vendetta against the graziers of
Quecensland 27

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillegoc) replied—
“fn common with all the speeches
which the hon. member makes, his ques-
tion is quite unintelligible to me.”

PAPERS.

The following paper was laid on khe
table :—
Orders in Council under the Supreme
Court Act of 1921 and the Magis-
trates Courts Act of 1921 °

The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—
Annual report of the Department of
Public Works for the year ended
30th June, 1922.
Annual report of the Under Secretary
for Mines for the year 1921.
Report on the Mount Mulligan Relief
Funds.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Ozley): With the
permission of the Housc. I would like to
make a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the hon, member for Oxley be
allowed to make a personal explanation?

HonoUrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. member
for Herbert, in his speech on Supply on the
30th ultimo, made many wild statements
endeavouring to connect me up with certain
Press references to the unfortunate position
in which Queensland finds itself, appear-
ing in the Bnglish Press. Without arguing
as to the veracity or otherwise of the refer-
ences in question, T wish to state that I am
not respounsible either directly or indirectly
therefor, and any eriticism that I have to
make of this Government’s mismanagement
of affairs will be given ir the frank and open
manner that this Opposition invariably
adopts. May 1 inform the hon. member
that the circulation in Great Britain some
few years back by his party of that wonder-
ful compilation ¢ Socialism at Work ” is

My, Elphinstone.]
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without doubt responsible for the references
to Queensland he takes exception to. With
regard to his remarks concerning a broken
window upon my business premises, am I to
assume that his admitted lurking around
that neighbourhood has some connection with
the damage? (Laughter.)

SUPPLY.

ResuMpTION OF COMMITTEE—SEVENTI
ALLOTTED DAY.
(Mr. Brisbane, in the

Kirwan, chair.)

Houme SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
OUTDOOR RELIEF.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt): When the last
sitting terminated I was dealing with the
statements made by horn. members opposite
about - unemployment in Quecensland. Hon.
members opposite say that the Government
are responsible for the unemployment, but,
seeing that unemployment exists in all parts
of the world, we must realise that it is due
to the aftermath of the war. That is really
what causes most of the unemployment that
exists, not only in Queensland, but through-
out Australia. Every thinking person who is
conversant with the history of the world
knows what the effects of previous wars
have been. At the termination of a war
the nations are often in a bankrupt state,
and that applies not only to the conquercd
nation but to the victorious nation as well.
Prior to the last war there were millions
of people in Kurope in a fairly prosperous
condition, but we have them now practically
on the bread line. As a consequence, many
of the primary products which are produced
in Queensland, and which were previously
exported to many of those HKuropean
markets, are not now being produced to the
same extent. 1 might refer to the position
of the cattle industry and the mining indus-
try in Queensland in support of that. The
copper mines in the Cloncurry district, and
in other parts of Queensland, have been
closed down, and, while they are at a stand-
still, the workers who were previously
employed in them are without occupation,
though many of them have, no doubt, taken
up positions in other industries. During the
war the Imperial authorities spent millions
of pounds in the purchase of Australian meat
for the use of the troops. The result was that
there was a big boom in the pastoral
industry in Queensland and other parts of
Australia, and everything was fairly pros-
perous for a time. But almost as soon as the
armistice was signed a slump was caused in
the cattle industry, and prices fell because
there was a termination of all the contracts
which the Imperial authorities had arranged
with the Queensland cattle producers.

At 4.556 p.m.,

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory), one of the
panel of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. FOLEY: Owing to the slump in
values in the cattle industry we find that
many men who were engaged in that indus-
try are also suffering from the effects of the
fall in prices and from the financial institu-
tions of Quecnsland as well. We find that
where previously overdrafts were granted by
financial institutions, and where the debtors
had good assets, to-day those institutions are
squeezing their clients and asking them to

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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reduce their overdrafts as much as possible,
and in many cases assistance has

[5 p.m.] been refused to those to whom it
was necessary to enable them to

employ labour and carry on production. An
illustration occurred in my own electorate
of an individual owning quite a large
number of cattle and a fair number of sheep,
with plenty of good assets in the way of a
splendid run, so well improved that cattle
in any part had practically only a short
distance to go for water and feed. When
the slump in prices took place

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : T hope
the hon. member will connect his remarks
with the vote.

Mr., FOLEY: I want to point out that
some of the criticism of hon. members oppo-
site is unjustified, and that we have been
compellied to issue relief to many unem-
ployed, not because of the maladministration
of this Government, but owing to other
factors which have been operating in the
community. The individual of whom I spoke
had been in the habit of employing some-
where about 20 men—there is no occasion to
mention his naimne-—and he got notice from
the bank to *‘sack ” his employees. He bad
a married couple working for him. They
had to go also. The banks insisted on their
client taking his boy from school and carry-
ing on the work of the station with the
assistance of his wifc and boy. An allowance
of £2 10s. a week was made him as wages

for the lot. I’reviously twenty or more
hands were employed. That is an
instance of what the financial institutions

of this State are doing to many men in the
cattle industry, and it follows that men who
are thrown out of employment as a result
have to receive some assistance from the
Government. We cannot allow them to
starve or die by vhe roadside, nor can we
allow their families to go without food; con-
sequently, I make no apology for the grant-
ing of relief in deserving cases. Another
local factor responsible for much of the
unemployment a short time ago was the
Federal Government’s embargo on the export
of coal. Another reason to which we van
point in reply to hon. members opposite is
the refusal of the Federal Government—who
are a body of men with political ideas
exactly the same as those of members oppo-
site—to assist in the reopening of the Mount
Morgan mine a short time ago, when thon-
sands of men were facing unemployment.
Another reason, which I think has been
already mentioned, is the Federal Govern-
ment’s bungling in the purchase of the
(fanungra estate and milling plant, and their
closing down of the latter a few weeks after-
wards, thus throwing a whole community
out of work and causing a rise of a con-
siderable amount in the relief vote last year.

These are a few of the local factors which
have forced our Government to issue relief
to many deserving cases throughout the
State. I quite agree with hon. members
opposite that many cases of persons getting
relief unwarrantably have been discovered;
but that will happen when a great many
men in different parts of the State are call-
ing at the different stations and making
pleas for assistance. It will occur in spite
of the best organisation, and 1 understand
that every precaution has been taken to
guard against it. I claim that the Govern-
ment are entitled to all credit for the way
in which they have coped with the position,
particularly in view of the fact that they are
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aiot responsible for the economic condition
which has cxisted since the termination of
the war. and the return of large numbers
of soldiers to compete V;ith other worlkers
on @ depressed labour market. Assistance
has Lpen glvon wherever practicable, so that
men could be mefully emplo;gd and avoid
the necessity of asking for relief. Take my
own clectorate alome. I was succossful in
obtaining an order for 20,000 tons of coal
to relieve the position at Blair Athol, where
men had been thrown on the labour market.
No orvders were coming from private firms,
and the State had *to coms t» the rescue
till things brightened up, and the men are
very thankful for that assistancc. 'The
{overnment have also granted to the com-
pany a special railway freight rate to enable
them to quste coal on the world’s market
at a lower figure than otherwise would be
possible, and so compete with other places
which are producing coal closer to ports.
In time the effects of that action will be
felt. What we have done at Mount Morgan
is well known.  We have placed 1,000 or

2,000 men and their dependents in a much
more favourable position than they occupied
when the company closed the mine. We
came to the rescue of the cattle industry by
reducing freights on cattle and meat to
enable the companiecs and the producers to
jog along for the time being, at any rate,
so that t would L= able, if not to make =
profit, then at least to meet exponses till
better organisation is achieved, with a hope
of Increased values cccurring in the mean-
time. A yeduction cf 20 per cent. in the
vailway freights was made 1 that case. and
the reduction has been of great assistance,
and I think has been responsible for the
cmployinent of quite a number of men who
otHerwise w ’)lhd probably have been forced
to come to the Government for aaals’mn(*e
A reduction freights has been made in
-other dircetions for the express purpose of

giving assistapce to primary producers, such
as the reduction of rates on frozen meat,
pigs, and cream.

Despite all the charges of hon. members

opposite that the Government are responsible
for the unemployment that exists, I contend
that the big interests with which they are asso-
ciated have been responsible to a lavge extent
for bringing about the present position. A
short w hile ago the Premier visited England
to endeavour to procure certain loan moneys
for the purpose of starting a big public
works policy in Queenshnd Cortain indi-
viduals in this State visited England to
obstruct the Premier and prevent hlS getting
that money, and ther were successful. 1
therefore claim that the big interests which
hon. members opposite represent were respon-
sible for bringing about that position. Yet
hon. members on the other side have the
audacity to stand up and say it is the bung-
ling and maladministration of the Govern-
ment that have been responsible for the
unemployment. The thing is ridiculous. We
afterwards got that loan money in a different
market, and have since shown our bona fides
by going on with the North Ccast Railway
and with the Burnett land scheme, the result
of which will be that, not only will a great
many men be employed who previously were
uuemployed. but that, in the near future,
5,000 or 6,000 pcople will be settled on the
land, which will result in the employment of
probably threc men to every settler. We
have olher big undertakings which will be
developed in due course.

1922—4 a
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Unemployment, which rendcrs necessary the
issuing of relief by this Government, will
exist so long as we have the present ‘social
order. Anyone who has read up the history
of the present industrial system will kunow
that the capitalistic world always baa seen
fit to plOduCC a surplus over and above the
needs of the community. That surplus gradu-
ally accumulates, and every seven or teu
yvears an industrial crisis is brought about.
That will go on so long as the present system
lasts. This is the only party which has an
objective which will resuit 1n the establiish-
ment of a better system of society within the
shell of the old. I might refer t» one par-
ticular instance in the new objective that is
often quoted in this House—the nationalisa-
tion of banking. It is quite apparent to any
sane-minded individual that, If banking were
nationalised, the Gowemmont in the Federal
Parliament weuld have In their hands a
powerful factor for eliminating uncmploy-
ment which at the present time 1s controlled
by individuals. Control of the banking

system  would enable the Government to
establish industries where necessary, and as
a consequence bring about a greater measure
of employment and to a great extent

eliminate unemployment.

Myr. MOORE (Aubigny): I would like to
make a few remarks, more particularly as
the hon. member for Fitzroy has been throw-
ing across at us the challenge that we were
not game to stand up to a statement. A
letter was handed to me two days ago in
which certain statements were made, and I
want to inquire into those statements. The
Minister has tabled the papers, and I have
glanced through a few of them, but I cannot
see that the Government case is a particu-
lurly good one. There is no reason why an
unfortunate individual should be refused
rations because he happencd to have a certain
failing, and there is no reason why a woman
should have her rations cut off because her
husband happened to have a failing. When
I get a letter from a person written in good
faith and received by me in good faith, I
have a perfect right to endeavour to find ous
the circumstances of the case.

The SrcrETsRY FOR MIxes: I want to say
definitely that I offered the woman a home,.

Mr. MOORE: In the woman’s own letter
she says that you wanted to put her in the
Salvation Army Home.

The SECRETARY FOrR MiNgs: In
of England home. if she wished.

Mr. MOORE:
leave her husband.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
malingerer for thirteen years.

Mr. MOORE: I am going to read part of
this letter.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
very good letter—we know that.

Mr. MOORE: The distribution of relief
is, perhaps, affected by the political faith or
the po[ltmal views held by the man who
applies for it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not so.

Mr. MOORE: This man, we know, holds
honest political convictions, and he has
cxpressed them in the Press.

The SecrETARY FOR MINEs: He was getting
relief the whole of the time he was doing it

Mr. Moore.]

a Church

She said she would not

He has been a

He writes 2

That is
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Mr. MOORE: When he expressed them
his rations were cut off. Mrs. Willis says in
her letter—

“ Because my husband has honest
political convictions and dares to express
them, they have denied us the necessaries
of life.”

There is a paragraph about their being
home munition workers who received the
thanks of the Government and were given
their passages back to Australia, from which
they had gone. She has a widowed daughter
with two children, and I think the case is
a very hard one.  She says further—

“ As scon as we returned we put our
case before Mr. McCormack, requesting
bim to try and find my husband employ-
ment and give my daughter Stato assist-
ance; but he callously refused to do
either. Again, my sick daughter pleaded
with his department to give her State
nssistance, but the helplessness of her
two littie children did not appeal to
them. When my husband attacked them
through the Press and showed them up
as socialistic impostors, they stopped him
from obtaining rations.”

There, practically, is the whole point—a man
iz not allowed to express honest political
convictions; if he does, his rations are cut off.

The SecrerarY FOR MINEs: That 1s not so.
I take the responsibility for turning Willis
down,

Mr. MOORE: She goes on to say—

‘““Recently my husband wrote to the
Governor-General, Lord Forster, and told
him all about our conditions and troubles.
His Excellency sent a most sympathetic
reply, and requested the Queensland
Government to help us. Instead of help-
ing us, however, they immediately issued
orders to Mr. Hogan, of the Rations
Department, to stop us from obtaining
food. When we were deprived of the
necessaries of life, I sought an interview
with Mr. Jones, who consulted with Mr.
MecCormaclk, and this gentleman advised
Mr. Gall to instruct us that rations could
not be given to us—not even for myself,
but I could go into a Salvation Army
home.” ’

The police strongly recommended that these
people should receive rations, and pointed
out that the family are dependent upon the
widowed daughter, and, if this daughter had
tot two children to keep, they would probably
ke able to get along ; but as she had a father
and mother to look after, they had to live
under most distressing circumstances.

The Secrerary ror Mixes: If the hon.
member will look through the papers he will
see the relicf they received. They have been
pretty well cared for by the State.

Mr. MOORE: They were refused rations
quite suddenly because they dared to express
their political opinions. “

The SecrETARY FOR MiNes: No.

Mry. SrtorrorD: Has he got a pension?

Mr. MOORE: I do not know. I only heard
of these people the day before yesterday.
They wrote me a letter containing a state-
ment of facts, and I am putting it before the
Committee.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Why does
the hon. gentleman not get a genuine case
instead of wasting the time of the Com-
mittee ?

[Mr. Bloore.
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Mr. MOORE: I am not geing to be
dictated tc by the Sccretary for Agricnlture.
He is not going to tell me what I have a
right to do. What right has he to tell me
that I am wasting tiize? The police inspec-
tor's report is to the effect that rations should
be given, The case is a hard one and the
people arve in very straightened circum-
stances. I do not know whether the man has
a failing or not. They are having a very
difficult time in Queensland, and because he
dares to express his political views I do not
think it is fair that he should be refused
rations.

The SEcRETARY ¥or Mines: It is not fair
for the hon. member to say that. I say
definitely that it is not a deserving case at
all. I offered to give the wife assistance and
she refused to take it.

Mr. MOORE: By taking her away from
her husband and putting her in & home.

3r. Vowtres: It is the woman’s duty to
stick to her husband.

The SecrETARY FOR MiNgs: There are more
deserving cases.

Mr. MOORE: I have a perfect right to
bring up in this Committee any case I like.
The Government want to drag these people
into the mud and then cast aspersions on their
characters as an excuse for their callous
treatment.

The SecrETARY FOR MINES : The hon. gentle-
man will have to take the responsibility for
dragging the characters cof these people
through the Committee. Does he not think
the Government guite competent to discri-
minate bhetween deserving and undeserving
cases? There is a very damaging police
report amongst the papers.

Mr. MOORE : There it a whole bundle of
papers, but I have not time to go through
them.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Why does the hon.
gentleman bring the matter up when he has
only read half of the papers?

The TEMPORARY CITAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. FEeRICKS: Are they residents of the
Aubigny electorate?

Mr. MOORE: No.

The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN: T ask
the hon. member to address the chair and
not invite interjections.

Mr. MOORE: I am not inviting interjec-
tions. because I know they are leSOYdel‘l}'.
The honorary Mirister, the Hon. W. Forgan
Smith, stated that from inquiries made, the
number of unemployed in Queensland last
month was 1,463,  The last Industrxal
CGazette ”’ shows, according to umion secre-
taries. that there are 2,073 unionists unem-
ployed.

Hon. W. Foreaxn Suira: The
register with the Labour Exchange.

Mr. MOORE: There is a discrepancy v
the figures.

Hon. W. Forean Smira: I quoted the
latest figures. The homn. g.entleman is quoting
figures for an earlier period.

Mr. MOORE: I quoted figures from the
August issue of the Gazette.”’

Hon, W. Forean Swvrrs : It is not out yet.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member for Leich-
hardt asked why we did not force the

unions
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Government to cease their maladministration
How is it possible to force the Government
to do anything when they have three proxy
votes in their pockets and thes can carry
anything through that they like with the
assistance of the ““gag,” if they so desire?
The Opposition can onlv get up and criticise
and suggest where the administration is
wrong. The hororary Minister and the hon.
member for Leichhardt said that so long as
the present capitalistic system exists there
will be unemplovmont. A paragraph appear-
ing in the Sydney ‘ Worker” is headed,
‘ \Vhat is the Red Flag?”

Hon. W. FoRGAN SMITH:
got to do with the vote?

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman was
saying that under the present capitalistic
system unciployment will exist, and I want
to point out what would be the result under
the system advocated by Mr., Boote, the
editor of the Sydney ¢ Worker.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I hope
the hon. gentleman will connect his remarks
with the vote before the Committee.

Mr. MOORE: DMost decidedly I will
TUnder the present system we have a largL
number of unemployed. I want to show,
according to this paragraph in  the
“ Worker,” how there can be no unemployed
to rclieve if a measure ecmbodying those
principles is introduced.

[6.30 p.m.]
The TEMPORARY CHATIRMAN: The

hon. member is getting a long way from the
vote.

Mr. MOORE: Other hon. membors have
been allowed to state that the capitalistic
system under which we live to-day is respon-
sible for the unemployment, and I wish to
show what the position will be if hon. mem-
bers opposite are suceessful in bringing about
the communistic system which they support.
Surely that will be in order!

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MOORE : The quotation reads—

“The red flag of the workers stands
for revolution all the time; bloodless if
possible, bloody if need be. It stands for
the overthrow of priests and parsons.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I cannot see that that has anything to do
with the vote.

Mr. MOORE: It goes on to say—

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member may not continue further
with that quotation,

Mr. MOORE : That seems to me to be most
unfair. Hon. members opposite have claimed
that the social conditions under which we
live to-day are responsible for the plesent
state of unemployment. They say that if they
can bring about a different state of affairs
and introduce the communistic system of
government, there will no longer be any
unemployment; that the workers will only
have to work two or three hours a day and
that there will be no need for these relief
doles. Unfortunately, last year the Govern-
ment were compelled to expend £177,000 on
relief, and this year we are asked to vote
£52,000 for that purpose. I would like the
Minister to tell us what was the amount
expended on relief during the last two months,
and whether there has been a reduction in

What has that
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this connection since the end of the financial
year, so that we may be able to judge whether
£52,000 will be sufficient for the whole year.
T do not see that there is any pousibility of
keeping the vote down to that amount when
we know there is such a large amount of
unemployment to-day. Hon. members oppo-
site have stated that the present condition of
affairs is owing to seasonal occupations; but,
when the workers go to the Arbitration Court,
this qucstion is taken into account. The rates
of wage in the shearing industry and in the
sugar industry were fixed on a higher scale
l)LL ause those are scasonable industries.

Hon. W. Forean SmiTH: The first four
months of the year are the worst months for
unemployment.

Mr. MOORE: I am not questioning which
months of the year are the worst for unem-
ployment and which are not. I have now the
August “ Gazette.”

Hon. W. ForGax SMITH:
figures to the end of July.

Mr. MOORE: You said it was not out. I
was perfectly right,

Hon, W. ForgaN SyitH: You have not the
figures to the end of August there. I gave
the August figures.

Mr. MOORE: I made the statement here
that the figures I quoted were from the August
“ Gazette,” and the Minister contradicted
me and said the August ‘‘ Gazette” was not
out, and now I have obtained it he wants to
wriggle out of it by saying that they are
not the August figures.

Hon. W. Forean Suitii: I quoted the
August figures. The figures you quoted were
not the August figures.

Mr. MOORE: The Minister can get up
afterwards and make his own speech and state
exactly what he did quote. I took the union
secretaries’ figures for thirteen districts and
pointed out what they were. I only desired
to point out that the two sets of figures are
misleading.

Hon. W. ForeaN SuITH: Nothing of the
kind. I quoted the August figures.

Mr. MOORE: Naturally, the August
“ Gazette” could not give the August figures.

Hon. W. Forean SmitH: I gave you the
August figures, and you tried to confuse them
by giving the July figures.

Mr. MOORE: I very much doubt whether
they were the August figures.

Hon. W. Forean SmITH: Do you suggest
that I gave a false return?

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that they
were the August figures.

Hon. W. Forgax Syite: I got them from
the officials. They go up to the 21st August.

Mr. MOORE : Then, we have still another
week to go? I recognise that under certain
conditions rclief must be given, and we have
had all sorts of figures quoted to-day to show
that relief was only given to widows and
orphans and that able-bodied men were not
receiving relief. Yet we find that the biggest
plopmtlon of the amount spent in relief is
given to able-bodied men; and no matter

whether there has been a war cor not, we
should not have to find the amount of relief
that was spent last year on men out of work.
If the conditions were made attractive for
people to come here, we would not have the
present ungmplo*ment We know that the

Mr Moore.]
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conditions prevailing in Queensland to-day
are not attractive to pcoplo who want to
start industries, and they go to those States
where they are not taxed to such an extent,
and where the labour conditions are easier,
and as a result we have unemployment in
Queensland.
The ArTORKEY-GENERAL :

they do come to Queensland?

Mr. MOORE : They do not come to Queens-
land; that is the unfortunate part of it. You
have only to take the list of nrw factories
and the nuntber of employecs to-day and
comparce them with the figures for the other
States to see that they do not come to Queens-
land. Until we get away from this system
of penalising industry, we shall have to find
uncmployment doles.

Mr. W. Coorir: The wage slavery system
again,

Mr. MOORE: You can call it what vou
like. We know very well it is the system that
has brought about the present condition of
affairs. Lven in the country districts we can
see the result of the legislation of the last
few years. The present conditions have not
been brought about as a result of the war,
because in the country districts during the
war prices were high and there was an oppor-
tunity for the people to put a little money
by. but, owing to the legislation that has been
passed in the last few years, the improve-
ment is not going on that should go on.

Br. W. Coorer: That is only a parrot
ery. 1 heard that thirty years ago.

¥r. MOORE : Then the hon. member ought
to have learned sense by this time. If he
was told the truth thirty years ago and has
not yet learned that he is working on a fallacy,
then he is not fit to be a member of Parlia-
ment. It is absolutely ecssential that the
administration of the pressnt Government
should be altered in order to do away with
unemployment and thereby prevent the ncces-
sity for this tremendous drain on the resources
of the country in feeding the unemployed
without getting any return.

How is it that

Mr. W. Coortr: Your Government gave
them pea soup.
Mr. MOORE: I know that the Labour

organisations objeet to the present system,
The members of the Bundaberg Australian
Workers' Union strongly object to it and
prefer to work. There are plenty of oppor-
tunities to go on with reproductive works
close to Brisbane. Take the suggested irriga-
tion scheimne at Mount Edwards. That is
quite close to the metropolis, and any work
done in connection with that scheme would
bring revenue to the State in a short time.

Mr. SrtopFoRD: You should not cavil at
the loan expenditure.

Mr. MOORE: I do cavil at the loan expen-
ditur~. It is a tremendous waste of money to
keep on building new railway lines at the
present cost of constxuctlon We have any
amount of land along our existing lines that

could be purchased “and cut up for closer

settlement. It is the greatest mistake in the
world to borrow money at 64 per cent. or
T per cent.

Hon. W. Forean SMiTH: You would have

to borrow money to repurchase those lands.

Mr. MOORE : There is any amount of land
that could be secured without borrowing at
all. and land could be bought to-day at a
-cheaper rate than the price paid for it thirty

[Mr. Moore.
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vears ago. ‘There is a railway line

running through it. DBetween Roma and

Mitchell there is some of the most beautiful

land in the State whick can be purchased.
At 5.40 pum.,

The Cmatrvaxy (Mr. Kirwan, DBrisbane)
resumed the chair.

Ar. FERRICKS (Sowil Brisbane): Hon,
members opposite have been continually

railing against the expenditure of the Go-
vernment under the heading of ¢ Outdoor
Relief,” and this afternoon it has been
quite a change to notice that, when hon.
members on this side are prepared to demon-
strate that the expenditure last year under
this heading can be justifiably upheld, there
is a complete absence of any genuine criti-
cism from hon. members opposite; in fact,
therc is almost a total absence of criticism,
On the contrary, therc has been a com-
plaint from the leader and the deputy leader
of the Opposition that the Government are
not going far enough in the distribution of
outdoor relief. To be consistent, we would
expect them to move for an increase on
the sum of £52,000 set down for expenditure
du.mg the present year for outdoor relief.
t is known to all hon. members that cases
have net been entertained by the department
after inquirie: have beern made into the cir-
cumstances of the applicants. I do not know
anything about the case which has been
quoted—I do not know where the people
live, but I understand that oue of the
members of that family is carning £3 5s. a
week. But there arc harder cases than that
which have been turned down, to my know-
ledge. The expenditure of £177,000 last
year is referred to with assumed holy horror
by critics in the Press. The ecritics are
absent frem the Chamber this afternoon.
1 think that one is safe in estimating tha
ono third of the amount expended is given,
not to able-bodied men out of work. bus
it is given in very many cases to widows and
their children, and to wives and mothers
\‘]ﬁose husbands may be incapacitated, and
who would not be in a position to_contribute
to the support of the wives and children.

Innumerable instances of such cases have
come before hon. members., We must
realise that, when the dt,pn tment in its

wisdom has’ granted relief in the cases to
which T have referred, it has not been
rendered necessary by any action or want of
action on the part of the Government. On
the contrarw, it has been rendered necessary
by the action of the friends and supporters
of hon. members opposite. Owing to the
great increases in prices of commodities
which took place during the war, and which
are still maintained, the usual amounts given
in allowances were found to be totally inade-
quate to tide the people over their times of
trial, with the result that the Government
had to incur on that account, as well as in
other directions, an abnormal expenditure on
outdoor relief.” It is altogether unfair to
make a comparison of the expenditure thus
incurred with that incurred previously, for
the reason that conditions and prices have
altered so much that a comparison cannot
be made on fair grounds. There are one
or two aspects of this question which have
not been referred to in_this debate which
I desire to touch upon. I am safe in saying
that more than one-third of the total expen-
diture of £177,000, or about £59,000, has
been expended in granting relief, not to
able-bodied men who are out of “011{ 80
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that the real expenditure to families whose
breadwinners are out of work, and to other
individuals who are similarly sitnated, may
be taken to be from £117,000 to £120,000.

The SecRETARY FOR MINES: There are about
ten classes, including deserted wives, widows,
and families of men who are away, and other
cases.

Mr. FERRICKS: The Minister will admit
that I am quite safe in estimating that one-
third of the expenditure has been incurred
under the headings he refers to. I wish to
repel the charge which has been hurled at
the Government by hon. members opposite
during the past two years that the money
which is being given to able-bodied men is
being wasted, that it is an Incentive to
loafing, and that it is debasing the recipients,

and bringing about a lessening of the
standard of manhood in the State. I refuse

to accept that coitention. I say that it is
a great trial for any individual who is out
of work—and we on this side can speak
feclingly in that regard, because we have
had the experiencc at one time or another
of being out of work, and locking for work.
Hon. members opposite have not had that

cxperience,

An OrposiTioNn MEeumBER: How do you
know ?

Mr. FERRICKS: If they had had that

experience, they would not hurl the epithets
at this side that they de. Hon, members
opposite have been born with the luck which

the hon. member for Bowcu so character-
istically referred to, which has deprived
them of kpowledge of the actual hard-

ships of the people. During the expendi-
ture of this money in the past financial year,
hon., members mav not have noticed the
extent to which the population of Queens-
land has increased; and I am pleased to
say that, during the past seven or eight
vears, it has increased morve in proportion
than in any other similar period., Compar-
ing the census of 1911 with the census of
1921, we find that the population of Queens-
land increased by 20 per cent. The increase
of population in New South Wales in that
time was 21 per cent. The question has been
raised as to whether a number of workers
and their families do not come from the
Scuthern States to Queensland and obtain
relief, and whether it is not recasonable to
assume that many Queenslanders go to the
Southern States. Everybody knows that for
those who have money all roads lead to
Sydnes ; but for people who have no money
Sydney or Melbourne is about the last place
in the Commonwealth to be in. There has
been an exodus to Sydney of retired Queens-
landers, who made their money here, and
have gone to live there, but that is the
only way in which the population of New
South Wales benefits at the expense of
Queensland. During the past year, when
this money was expended, the population
on 3lst March last had increased by 17,734.

If twice the sum that was spent on outdoor
relief, or even five times the sum, were
spent in bringing immigrants from the other
side of the world, then the action of the
Government would have received the accla-
mation of the very pcople who are con-
demning the Government for assisting the
Austraban-born and Australian-adopted sub-
jects, When a man is out of work it is not
to say that he is a unit in the flotsam and
jetsam of society., I welcome the men who
come here from the other States of the Com-
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monwealth, because they are good eitizens
of the Commonsealth, and they will make
good in Queensland. I prefer that svstem
of immigration to the system of bringing
immigrants from the other side of the world.
While I am a whole-hearted Australian, I
say that, while the other States of the Com-
monwealth are prepared to bring in a stream
of immigrants, then Queensland iz going to
benefit by the departures from the other
States of the Commonwealth. I am quite
satisfied that many of the immigrants who
are brought to the other Btates will
eventually find their way to Queensland. I
was in Western Australia with the hon.
member for Bowen on a memoraklle occasion,
and what struck me most in that State was
the number of inquiries that were made
concerning the prospects and outlook in
Queensland  for = workers and intending
settlers. Everywhere we went that was the
question that was put to us. 1 see that
Western Australia is going to bring in
75,000 immigrants a year. 1 venture the
assertion that, if they bring that number in,
and they do no better for them than they
have done in the past, they will never hold
them, and eventually they will come to
Queensland. The hon. member for Murilla
vill remember a period of about ten years
ago when there was an incessant ciy in
Queensland about the shortage of labour,
particularly for harvesting the primary
céops. Now that the excoss labour is here,
the very same people who howled for that
labour are protesting against average assist-
ance being given to these people.  All this
has a connection with the question of outdoor
relief.  About thiz time it will be remem-
bered that the Scottish Commission visited
Australia, and they issued a report under
the heading, ¢ Australia, its Land, Condi-
tions, and I’rospects, being the Observations
and Experiences of the Scottish Agricuitural
Clommission of 1810-1911.”  On page
under the heading of * Casual Labour.” in
the ranks of which the greater portion of
this money for outdcor relief is expended.
we And the Scottish Commission writing—
“The casual nature of much of the
ecmployment on farms, und the higher
wages 1n the cities, are the main causss
of the scarcity of labour of which so much
is heard in the country; for men can-
not be expected to appear in unlimited
numbers wherever they happen tc be
wanted for the few weeks’ work.”
Hon. members opposite are very much like
what is oxpressed by the Scotfish Commis-
sion. They point out that it is no us
employing a man only a few weeks and then
getting rid of him as soon as that work has
been completed,  We heard a great deal
shout the Scottish Commission, but very
little has been said aboui the report which
that Commission issued, becnuse 1t told the
truth, and there were certain aspects of the
question which did not appeal to hon. mem-
bers opposite. It has been said by hon,
member: that undesirable effects followed
the receipt of relief rations by unemployed
people. I sax that it is far move undesirable
that men should have to steal or go hungrr.
I ask hon. members opposite, if they object
to the exponditure of money for this purpose,
what will thev submit as an alternative?
Mr. MoreaN: Work. Give them work.
Spend the money on work.
Mr. FERRICKS: The deputy leader of
the Opposition thought that twice the amount
could be spent by employing these at work

My, Ferricks.]
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on an irrigation scheme on wages that
would cover the cost of their upkeep. If that

were done, hon. members opposite would not
be  satisfied unless every worker on every
farm was working at the same rate. Hon.
members opposite waut men to work just
for their “tucker,”” because they know thet
will bring wages down. Hon. members oppo-
site belicve in the doctrine preached by the
late Sir George Reid, who said that he hoped
that Australia would sce the day when we
would have such a crop of pauperism that
indusiries would be able to be carried on
profitably. ion. members opposite think
that men should be put to work for the
cost of their raticns.

Mr. Moreax : Give them practical work.

My, FERRICKS: If the hon, member was
able to get work done on his selection just
for the mere cost of rations

Mr. Moreax: I would rot expect it.

Mr. FERRICKS: But if it were done for
the hon. member, every adjoining farmer
would want the same thing on his farm., If
you put men to work at Mount Edwards for
the cost of their keep, farmers would want
the men to work for them just for their
“tucker.”” I am convinced that this Govern-
ment will never do anything in the divection
desired by hon. gentlemen opposite 1f thew

submit that as an alternative. Yo thoie
Y
hon. members want these people to go

hungry, or do they want their children to
go hungrv? If not, do they want them to
steal ?

Mr. MoreaN: We want you to give them
work.

Mr., FERRICKS : Hon. members opposite
have expressed themsclves against the
“ Golden Casket,” and the» take exception
to moncy heing spent on outdoor relief. The
deputy leader of the Opposition says that
the money has not been expended cfficiently,
and dors not go far enough. T think the
expenditure is quite laudable, in spite of all
the criticism that has been levelled against
it. A lot of people are unfortunately
situated, and if they are hungry it is the
duty of the Government to sce that they get
food. I quite admit that the unemployed
question and the issue of rclief is a very big
propesition, and it is not going to be sclved
by any artificial means or by any temporary
expedient.  While a slackness in industry
remains it is the duty of the Government
to do as they are doing. We must bear in
mind the seasonal naturc of many of the
occupations in Quevnsland. VWe realise that
in the case of four industries—sugar, meat,
wool, and wheat—all have their work carried
on at the same time. The only way that
we can bring about a reduction of expendi-
ture on outdoor relief is by propounding a
system of land settlement, as is the intention
of the Government under the proposed
Burnett scheme.

Mr. ¥. A. COOPER (Zremer): In making
a few short remarks on this vote, I should
like to say that we have heard a good deal
that is new and probably some that is not
so new, and I should like to compliment the
Oppesition on the way in which they have
endesvoured to hide the very few facts in

their favour under a mass of

[7 p.m.] assertion. When it comes to asscr-

tion, I think the Opposition of
His Majesty in this Charmber stand upon
a pinnacle in comparison with which Mount
Everest fades into insignificance. The hon.

[Mr. Ferricks.
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memiber for Enoggera, in the course of his
vremarks, made some statements as to the
cmployment  and  the non-employment of
returned soldiers, Speaking on this very
subject less than two years ago, as recorded
in the © Telegraph” of the 4th March, 1921,
he made these remarks—

¢ Tt is uscless aud idle,” continued Mr.
Kerr, after quoting statistics, ‘as well
as unjustifiable to accuse cmployers of
not adhering to their contract in regard
to returned men. They have not only
done so, but in many cases have exceeded
their obligations. Only in two instances
do I know of such offendsrs, and in this
connection 1 propose to deal with the
chief one. This is the State Government
departnients, and particularly the Rail-
way departments.” ”’

that was in March. 1921, and his

You sce

remarks then practically agrea with his
remurks now; but the astonishing thing

about it is that the hon. member for Kneg-
geva was corrected on that first occarion—

“Mr, L., C. Morley said that one
would be amazed at the strcam of girls
which came cut of the Government offices
at Desmond Chambers if he went there
of an afterncon about half-past 4. 1t
was a crying shame that the Commoin-
wealth Government should employ =0
many girls there while soldiers were out
of work. The positions held by those
girls should be filled by returned soldiers.
Bvery Commonwealth department in
Brishane w full of girls, who were
doing the work of returned men.”

But it was not enough that he should be
corracted by the chairman of the organisa-
ticn with regard to his statemcut that only
one employer had failed, but the secretary,
Mr. J. R. Foster, also found it necessary to
speak—

“Mr. J. R. Foster, district sccretary,
declared that the strenuous time he was
having in the Brisbane office was mainly
due to unemployment, Mr. Kerr had
made the bold assertion that, with two
exceptions, private employers had hon-
oured their obligations to returned
soldiers in the matter of cmployment.”

The hon. member
tion "'— .
¢ It might be that the employer had
honoured his obligations to the extent
of giving a man a temporary job when
he returned from the war, but they would
find that in many instances the soldier
did not hold the position for more than
six months.”

said ‘¢ with one excep-

The hon. member was corrected in his state-
ment, but what does that matter? Appar-
ently it does not matter at all so long as
vou can repeat some old statements. At any
rate. it docs not matter much. So long as
a frw old facts are at their dispesal, hon.
members opposite bolster them up as much
as ther can and try to palm them off on the
country as something new. I have been
struck lately with the propaganda that 1s
going on in a section of the metropolitan
Press regarding the recipients and the manner
in. which relief is given. Just casually glanc-
ing through the papers in the library and
turning up a paper here and there, without
searching particularly for anything, I came
across these vemarks in the metropolitan
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Press.  The “ (Courier,” of 1Tth May, 1822,
has thi—

“ Why are there so many professional
unempleved in Queensland and so many

persons drawing pensions and free
rations in this wealthy and gigantic
State? .. . It is largely becauss they

have no incentive to work and no desire
to get on. Why should they work, they
ask themselves, when there i+ a Govern-
moent to fall back on? Doles and charity
and free vations and the ¢ full result’ of
their semni-permanent mendicancy.”

cte., ete. If that were alone, we might ray
it was an instance of the writer’s liver being
a little bit upset—that he had to take it out
of somebody, and he took it out of somebody.
But I tind the following in the ¢ Courier”
of 23rd Mlay, 1922:—

“ How docs the Queensland Government
grapple so successfully with unempi
ment? Why, by using deles, grants, and
free ions, of course! In 1922, in

, to proclaim work as the solu-
tion of unemployment, unrest, and general
inceflicienev 13 to fly in the face of XKarl
Marx and cut oneself off for ever from
the congregation of the selfrighteous.
Besides, it is so utterly foreign to the
fatest practice.  Why should any work
while ther can live witheut working?”’

Ve

o whole tenoy of these extracts is that there
is a <desire to impress upon the people of
Queensland that the people who are out of
work at present and are receiving Govern-
ment relief do it from cheice and not from
necessity.  There 18 no atiempt to disguise
it; the full import is there. I find the
following in the * Courier ” of 7Tth July,
1922 —

“It has been reserved, however, for a
socialistic Gtovernment in this enlightened
age to proclaim that if men of a certain
class do not care to work they may obtain
a greater share of the delicacies of the
soason  then even many of those who
work laboriously. It is natural that
hard-working farmers, toiling long hours,
with few recreations, might fesl tempted
to get to the cities and obtain eurolmoent
on that Praectorian guard of socialistic
supporters who neither toil nor spin.”

That is absolute abusc of the people who are
unfortunate enough to be out of work and
are assisted by the Government in the matter
of relief. We find the following in the
“ Courler 7 of 14th July, 1922:—
¢ The Ministar for Works and State
Enterprises 1s desirous of accounting for
the expenditure of £174,000 in one year
in assistance to unemployed and doles to
those who prefer doles to food earned by
honest labour.”

On 22:h July, 1922, the fcllowing appeared : —

“There is a superabundance of work
liere for cverybody in the State provid-
ing that the industries arve placed on the
same basis as those in other States.”

These people dezire to have the hours of
labour lengthened and the conditions reduced
to those which are obtaining in the worst
State of Australia, so that the workers cannot
cenjoy the full benefits that they are receiv-
ing under the present régime. In  the
“ Courler 7 of 1st August, 1922, there is the
following : —

“There would be no unemployed in
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Queensiznd of men who would take work,
or if they are allowed to take work, ai
a payment according to value.”

The inference is that the worker to-day ‘s
not giving value for the noney that is paid
to him; that, if he were paid according to
the value at which he is aswessed by the
Yimployers’ Federation, it might be taken
that he could get work. In other words, if
ke would agree to take whatever the
cmployers in this State cared to pay him
without reference to any court whatever,
there would be work for him.

Mr. MorgaN : What they can afford to pay.

Mr. . A. COOPER: Docs it not scem
to indicate that there is a little conspiracy
to withhold employment until such time as
the worker is forced by the exigencies of the
situation to accept the offer of the
employers?  The ¢ Daily Mail” does not
adopt that particular method of c‘.eahllg
with the matter. Its articles are genervally
leng-drawn-out-sigh sort of statements, and
very airy, which are written by those won-
derful correspondents who contribute to the
“Window Column.” Oue article states

“ Heard of a man the other day ho is

now a leading citizen in one of the
big cities, who was cmployed as a
labourer in a Government office where

men toiled all night.”

The next sentence is the sentence with the
bite in it. It states—
“ [Lvery morning it was his
gather up the empty bottles.”

task to

Do you get it? People who work for.tho
Government and were employed all night
consumed the contents of a number of
bottles, and the cmptics were lylng round
about so that this man could makec a start
to make a fortune by gathering them up.
That is a nice reflection to cast upon the
public servants, Surely, one might expect
something better from =2 paper of that
standard. On 15th August, the * Daily
Mail 7 stated— ]
“Touching the dolce far niente atti-
tude engendered by Theodore and Com-
pany relief ration system. I had a
nociurnal visitor lately in the shape of
an old swaggie, ‘humping Matilda’ from
Toowoomba to Cloncurry. At each stage
of the journey he had the tucker bag
replenished at the Government’s cxpense.
. ... A  happy, cerefree life, my
masters! Why work or worry when one
can get a beneficeni Government to do
both for one.”

o

This poor, unfortunate * swaggie” had to
go from Toowoomba to Clonecurry. Let us
take the stages from Toowoomba to Long-
veach. Supposing he got over that part of
the journey right cnough—a carc-free life,
my masters, in which therc is no worry ! The
first stage from Longreach is to Winton, a
distance of 130 miles. When I did that stage
per motor-car, I think there iwere three
places where you could get a drink over the
bar if vou desired it. and four places where
vou could get a drink from a stream and no
(lovernment rations, During that stage of
130 miles water could be got at four places,
and the man had to exist on bs. worth of
rations—a couple of 1b. of meat and a couple
of loaves of bread. A care-free life, my
mastors !

Mr. Moreay: Station people will always
give them something. (Government laughter.)

My, F. A. Cooper.]




1144 Supply.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: It is quite right
for their masters, the station-owners, to give
them rations; but when the Government give
them the necessaries to keep hodr and soul
together, it is wrong. When the poor. unfor-
tunate man got to Winton he would have to
struggle to Kynuna, a distance of 110 miles,
on his few loaves of bread, couple of 1b. of
meat, and the sugar and tea that he got
with the 5s., with no refreshment-place
except three waterholes. A wonderful, care-
free life without worrr, and without any
anxiety whatever ! The next stage is from
Krnuna to Mackinlav, a distance of 48 miles
with one watarhole, and then from Mackin-
lay on to Cloncurry, a distance of 80 miles,
with one drinking-place 18 miles out. and the
next drinking-place 56 miles further on.
Along thoe track from Winton to Cloncurry
there are dead men’s bones—the bones of
men who tramped that tvack searching for
work, attempting to kecep bedy and soul
together, before the days of 5s. worth of
rations to carry them on. Their bones are
left there to tell the tale.

A correspondent in the “ Window”’ column
of the “Daily Mail,” with that airiness
which denotes that he had been all the way
from the Botanic Gardens to Auchenfiower,
talks about the care-free life of a man
* humping the drum’ from Toowoomba to
Cloncurry. To my mind there is only one
place in the world fit for «uch stuff as that,
and that is the “ Window” column of the
“ Daily Mail.” On 10th August, I find this
in the ¢ Daily Mail”’—

“ Amalgamated sons of rest—a society
of persons with conscientious objections to
work between meals. Members may be
seen daily at their posts in Queen street.”

Another reflection oa the workers of this
State who are out of work.

Mr. MoreaN: Is that not fairly accurate?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I know from your
standpoint that it is true. From your stand-
point any poor, unfortunate man who happens
to strilke an overstocked labour market is a
loafer, and he prefers to spend his time lean-
ing up aguinst a post in Queen street to worls-
ing. On 9th August there is another reflection
upon the State employee as to the way he
works—

“Now I know why it is that people
have to wait anything up to two years
for their telephones. We were having
one installed the other day. Four men
arrived about 2 o’clock with a huge bag
of tools, and an equally f:arsome coil of
wire. After borrowing a ladder from
next door they set to work. That is to
say, one man mounted the ladder and
kagan boring a hole while the other three
looked eoncouragingly. ¢ Yera bit low,
aint yer, Joe’! asked one, ¢ Through
vet’? queried another. " ¢ Shut up’ added
the third. The hole proved to be a bit
too low. The second try was too high,
and by the time they had struzk the right
place the wall was well ventilated ¢ Ilalf-
past 4, exclaimed ¢ Bill.” They locked
the tool chest, tied the wire, and left
They eame again the next morning at 10,
and had the wires set by 3 in the after-
noon. The whole job consisted in extend.
ing the wiring from the roof to where
we wanted the *phone.”

T have no hesitation in saying that no {four
men are sent out by the Telegraph Depart-
ment, which is a Commonsealth department,

[Mr. F. A. Cooper.
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to fix a telephone wire. I make bold to say
that no foreman in a Commonwealth depart-
ment is so negligent of his duty that he would
not notice that four men on one job took one
half of a day and practically the whole of the
next day to fix the wires for one telephone.
The Commonwealth devartment is a very
strict department in the matter of time cards
and the keeping of time, yet the ¥ Daily Mail”’
reflected in that airy way on the workers of
this department. The hon. member for
Aubigny made a few remarks about some
people who had been refused rations by this
Government. I  have glareed hurriedly
through th» papers, and I think I am right in
saying that in 1919 these people received
rations eighteen times. In 1920 they received
rations twenty-two times, and in 1921 they
received rations sixteen or eighteen times

Mr. VowrLks: Why were the rations cut
off 7

Mr, . A. COOPER: The rations were cut
off twelve months ago bhecause it.appeared
to those in charge that the family were im
reeeipt of that much money that the rations
could not be granted.

My, Vowres: The police report did not
say that.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The report said that
cne member of the family was earning £3
a week., I have had pecple come to me who
have boen struck off the ration list. In one
case a man came out from England. He was
a harber and he coald not get work at his
trade, and he had to set up a place of his own.
He had very little money, and consequently
did not have a very elaborate saloon. He
paid 8s. a week for the saloon and 8 = week
house rent, and he had a wife and six children,
the eldest child being twelve years
T could not get rations for that man.
department said, © He is getting £1 10s. a
week and i: not entitled to them.” This
woman’s daughter to whoin I have alrcady
raforred was in receipt of £3 a week to keep
five of them, vet here is & man who is in
recoipt of £1 10:. a week, and he has to keep
hjs family. Another case came under my notice
where an individnal wes turned dowp 'by
the pelier, who said, “ This man is receiving
£1 n week from a benefit society.” He has
a wife and six children. He pays 23, a week
contributions to the society; he pays 8 for
rent. and hie has 10s. a week to keep the whole
of the family. It was ounly with great diffi-
culty that T was able to get relicf rations for
this man.

Mr. Vowiss: Don’t vou kuow thet
girl is away from her people”

Mr. F. A. COOPER: No: I judge from‘jkh_e
reports. 1 know that velief is a very diffi-
cult thing to handle, and I have the gri‘atoir
sympathy for the officers of the department,
T know they have difficalt cases to handle;
but although the system Las 1?(\“:1 often
abused, T would be sorry to sce themr reiuse
deserving cases.

With reference to unemployment and the
part which it plays in the matter of the
“dole,” as it is called, I want 5 point
out that the fault does net always lie with
the Government. .

The question of the employment of :r‘c-huln?d
soldicrs has cropped up. I want to state
my li‘tle expericnce in the little town where
T live, and I expect there is a similar expert-
once in other towns. In my district there
was a position vacant for a sccretary fto

that
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the fire brigade. There was a number of
applications for the poeition. It was a semi
public body, on which the underwriters, the
city council, and the ratepayers have each
a representative, and the Government have
a nominee representative. A returned soldier
applird for the job, amongst others. He
was maimed and unﬂﬂo to do hard werk.
The only man who veted for him was the
Government nominec. Thc rest of the
board voted for a gentleman who was not
a returned soldier at all. The city council
had two jobs vacant—one as 1)0L1:1dke<>1)m'.
and one as caretaker of ihe baths. T L
nothing to say about the men who were
appoxntod but the Ipswich City Council, 11\‘
other city councils that have talked prefei-
ence to returned soldiers and about se
a fair thing being done by the soldie
gave both those jobs to men who were not
returned soldiers. There were many applics-
tions for both the jobs by returned soldiers
who were qualified to fill the positions. The
hon. member for Toowong is here. and I
dare say he knows of the case in the Brishane
City Council when he was a member of it
when they wanted a caretaker for
Coot-tha. There were returned soldinr a3
cants, but I do not think the Brisbane ¢
Council gave the job to a relurned sold:
The Ilolman Government in New Scuth
Wales passed a wonderful Act called thin
Preference Act, to enfores prefercuce to
returned soldlers under which anybody who
had a job going and did not give it te z
returned soidier could be grabbed and rmul(‘d
before the court, and a zealous pelice noffic:
erabbed a man who had transgressed and
blourrhi him hefore the court.  That m=
h'Lp]veaod to be a member of the nom&:f‘l’
institution called the ¢ Qlllions Club.”  CI
course, the clubman escaped, and there have
been 1o prosecutions under that swonde
Act ever since. The Sydney ¢ Bulletin,”
an article the other day, spoke of the assi
tance given to hospitals. and referred to the
returned soldiers as ‘‘ those rmher despohc
creatures, the returned soldiers.” We o
a local body known as the King and Empi

o

League, who were going {0 make the
returned soldier do sceretarial work., bu,
unfortunately, they were unable to o=t a

socretary to do it. It seems to me thal the
case with regard to the distribution ¢ rellef
is whollv and salelv in favour of the Govern-
ment. To have a heart, to have a feeling for
vour fellow-men, to keep people from abso-
lute want and penury, has alwavs be

regarded as a decent thing: but it has |
a peg whereon the Press who are cnposed
to the Government have hung many stale-
ments which are not trus, and it has been
a peg on which Opvosition meoembers have

repeatedly misrepresented the facts. I am
astonished <o think that they el on
this «debnte with such a lar Thov
should have known their weaknes: lefore.
but they know by this time 110\“ soundle
they have heen thrashed. how fallacious ‘rhf“]
arguments wera, and upon wha" shifti
sunds they built their foundstions.
COVERVAMENT MeMBERS : Foavr, heusr!

ATr. CORSER
vod to tears bv

(Bursett): T was slmest
the resnarks of the hon.
for Bremer abhout the hard things
said by hon. members of the Opposition
azainst the poor unemployed who had to
“hump Matilda? from Toowoomba to
loneurry, A vpoor unfortunate urem-
ployed eitizen made his way into my district

n
member
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the ofh(' dav. 'The unfortunate man also
had his wife travelling with hun, and they
comuiunicated with me. I took them in my
motor-car to Gayndah to relieve them of
some of the hardships of the road  Soon
after wo arrived at Gavndah tuc ¢ people
were arrvested by the police owing t» previ-
ous unlawful actions of officers of the Govern-
ment.

Mr.
for?

Mr. CORSE

What arrested

wuore they

I do not know what tl“V

W arrested for. I wus Jd~t mentioning
H - hon. members of s =ide can shuw
kinduness to people who have to walk the
rcads with ¢ Matilda.”

Mr. ‘;TOPIO“‘ How did vou know that
the woman’s name was *“ Matilda ”?

My, CORSER: I said thoy weve probably
-h\mw with ¢ Matildﬁ.” I do mot know
that. there was any cause for their arrest.
T can tzll hon. members onpocvm that hon.
n:embers on the Opposition side are Just
as anxious to take mnotice of the distres
amongst people as th are. If st 1001.
up ¢ Hensard ” you will sve the predictions
made by hon. members of the Opposition
when certain legislation was being sracted
Ly the party now in power. We told them
that, owing to their legislation and adminis-
tration, they were sti all incentiv:
thrift and industry. 1d them tlmt their
artions would lead to uremployment hiccause
it. would prevent people from extending their

v dusty as they should be extended.

The SECRETARY rOR AGRICULTCRE: You sald
that, but you furnished no proof.

Ay, CORSER: The proof is hore now—

have uzemployment hers now.

bl

The SecerTary For Acricunrusr: The
uncemployed are more numerous in Victoria.
Mr. CORSER: It was stated bLy the

Labour DBureau quite rccently that there
wore 6,000 une mploved here, so it is no
good referring to other States of the -
onwealth, \\hm\ thiz Governmsnt came
into power one of the plat Iss in the r).at—
form v that they were going to increas
i ry and wipe out mxunp‘ovrn nt in .hh
Hon, members ovposite said that
States would have their unem-
ployiient but not Queensland when they
introduced  their legislation ton  socialistic
lines, because !

there would De po:ubx-ltlbs
for the development of industries in Quesns-
tand. However, they fatled to develop
industry in Queersland and we have uncm-
ployed people here.

Mr. Fouey: The Sserctary for Mines
proved what he said about the uncmployed.

Mr. CORSER: The Scervetary for Mines
said during the Paddington election cam-
paign that there would ho no unerpl
ment here in a couple of ronths, but that
has not been borne out. It was aﬂ right
for him to make that statement at that
particular time, but the Goverm
not live up to it. I am worvy that we
have had any uncmployment in Quo"nvaud
but there is a good ainount of v being
provided for in the Burnott district just
now. When that scheme was started sa
kers were heing vrocared for the Burnett

WOy
Railways, I made representatioss to  the
proper quarter, and, through the kindness
of the administration, I was able to have
Mundubbera adopted as a place where
3
My, Corser.}
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lebour could be secured through the Labour

Purean. I found that certain
[7.30 p.m.7?organisations were working

against  the opening of that
burcau, but fortunately their representations
were not successful, with the vesult that the
buresu was opened in Gayndah. I found,
however, that it was a burcau which only
receivest names of unermployed and no aciion
could be taken to secure men from it.
Ay, BRENNAN: Were thev not registered
first 7
Mr. CORSER: The blrean was opened
at my request, but I found it was only a
bureau for registration, and not a bureaun
from which labour counld be employed, so
that I had to make further representations.
Fortunately, those represcntations were
suceessful, .and part of the labour in that
district is now sccurcd from Mundubbera
and part from Gayndah. But, although both
of those bureaus have a considerable number
of registrations, they have not adequately
fulfitled the duty of finding work for the
people who were hoping to secure it as a
result of cxpenditure from the loan fund.
The Government have £5,000.000 loan money
to spend this year. They have not asked for
more, nor have I ever suggested they should
have less, When the Government say that
more is nccessary to employ the unemployed
in the Burnett I am not going to vote
agszinst it, It is their place to seec that the
people are emploved, and, if a little more
money is necessary to enable us to reach a
position where Queensland will have no unern-
ployed, the Opposition will give it most
favourable consideration, when they find
what the scheme i1s. In the meantime, How-
ever, we are faced with this position—that
last year £2,600,000 was asked for, and this
vear £5,000,000, and the Government have
that amount to spend. While I hope that
the unemployed in the Burnett will have a
share of this expenditure, I sincercly hope
also that all the people of Queensland who
want work will be catered for in the expen-
diture of this exceptionally large amount of
loan money. In doing that, I hope the Go-
vernment will give the unemployed, whether
in Brishanc, Bundaberg Maryborough, or
any other centre, wori as mear as possible
to their homes. It is bad policy, for instance,
to send people from Gayndah to the Northern
Burnets, or from Gladstone to the Central
Burnett and Mundubbera. Aund wherever
it is possible, I hope that facilities will be
given to enable their families to accompany
them. I hope that this large expenditure—
passed with the support of the Opposition—
will re:ult in the successful employment in
reproductive industry of all the unemployed.
I hope that none of the schemes of the
Government will fail. Whatever they are,
I trust that thev will be to the advantage,
and not to the detriment of Queensland, for
I fcel sure that every man who labours on
the works constructed out of this large
expenditure of loan money will be far more
satisfied if he knows that his labour is
going to be reproductive In reviewing the
whole question, we should remember that
there are such things as works of 2 non-
party nature, and, if we consider our loan
expenditure in the interests of the unem-
ploved from a broad national standpoint,
and cut away all party feelings from our
considerations, we ought to be in the posi-
tion, not only to absorb all men who are
secking employment, but also fo give greater
confidenes to the people of the State who

[3r. Corser,
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have money to invest, and who would, under
safer and sounder adminisiration, be pre-
pared to spend that money, and so find
private work for those persons who are now
relying on the State.

Wo must also remember that after this
£5,000,000 is spent the men who will be
empioyed by it will require some other work.
It is no use saying, ¢ We are going to find
vou work this year, becauss 1t is near an
clection.” They have more than an election
to think of. They have their wives and
families to consider; and I think it is the
duty of any Covernment to provide ahead
the means for finding work for such men;
and they can do it by scund and safe admin-
istration of the State’s affairs, thus inspiring
that confidence which is so essential to the
progress of industry, and creating conditions
as favourable to the employer as to the
employee, and making possible the develop-
ment of our rural as well as our secondary
industries in a way which -alone will find
suitable employment for all. If we do_that,
we are doing our duty to the unemployed,
and not merely finding them work one year
and throwing them on to the relief vote
the next. T appeal to the (Government to
consider the matter on the broadest lines,
in the interests of the wives and families
of the men as well as of the men themselves,
and adopt a safe policy of progress.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
A. J. Jones, Paddington): The hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat made a
statement which might be very damaging to
the Government, but he did not give the
names of the persons to whom he referred, so
as to give us any clue which would enable
us to get the police to make inquiries. Any-
body swho knows anvthing about the admin-
istration, especially of the Police Depart-
ment, knows that the police will not arrest
any person or persons unless for some very
grave reason.

Mr. ComrsEr: Did I make any suggestion
otherwise?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.

Mr. Comsgr: It is just as well to make
that clear.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member has made his statement, and
T conceive it to be my duty to ask him to
furnish me, as Acting Home Sccretary, wﬂh
the names and dates, so that 1 can inquire
into the case, and bring the full particulars
bofor: the House, and then e shall see who
is to blame.

(CtoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Elear, hear!

Me. WEIR {(Maryborough) : There has bc_cn
a greater amount of cant and  hypocrisy
during the discussion of this relief vote
Lon. members opposite than there has been
on an- other vote. Who knows batter than
ihey do that the whole thing is due entirely
to the svstem with which thev have hedged
us round? I extend my sincere sympathy
to the man and woman who were unfortu-
nate enough to travel with the hon. member
for Burnett. They might have known where
they would end. (Laughter.) I hope that
the hon. member will get out of the position
in swhich he has placed himself with the least
smount of delar. I was not in the Chamber.
but I was told that the leader of the
Opposition again introduced into the House
that old canard which he introduced in con-
nection with Wando Vale—that some loafer
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at an hotel bier told Bill Jones, who told
Tom Smith that he was told by someocne
on the caneficlds, who was told by some-

body else, that a “ bloke” in Maryborough
sald that some people there who had bank-
ing accounts were getting relief, I am told
that the hon. gentleman did not connect me
aotually, but the insinuation was there. I
want to say for his benefit that the state-
ment iz absolutely untrue. 1 hope he will
dlxe my word for it. I do not know the

*bloke ™ that he is talking about. If therc
is any reference to mie, as member for Mary-
boreugh, the statement is absclutely untrue.
I never heard of it until the hon. member
for Drayton mentioned it here last session
by interjection, aud I told him emphatically
that 1 had never heard it before. I am also
teld that it appeared in the © Zlavyborou
Chronicle.” I think the hon. member for
Wide Bay told me tha I did not :cc the
* Chrenicle,” and I did not think it worth
while to read it.

My, VOwWLES:
borough .

Mr. WEIR: I do not doubt th
thing appears in our papers,

An Orposimion MEMBER interjected.

Mr. WEIR: Fancy me writing to a Tory
paper to uphold my rveputation! It is a
thing that I have never done in my life. If
{ (’?Ilhbt stand up by my own efforts, I am
ot going to turn to the “ Chronicle.” I
have never made it a practice to write to
the “ Chronicle.” So far as the statement
is concerned, I give it a denial right here
and now, if it alleges that there is any
connection with myself, The point I want
to emphasise is the absurdity of the argu-
IHE‘] t of hon, members opposite.  On the one
har they charge the Government with
not h'l"il‘ff meted out fair treatment to a
Wweman with children, because they did not
wive them rations after bemg satisfied that
ﬂ'ey had reached the andard of means
when they did not noed rations. On the
other hand, they say that the peopls in Mary-
borough get rations when they have a bank-
ing account. Has there ever been # cleaver
cese of one argument condemning the other!
My experience in Marvborough is precisely

It appeared in the Mary-

the same as that of the hon., member for
Bremer; and it is the same experience, I
take 1t, as that of every member in this
House. Anybody who knows anything about

olief knows perfectly well thai one of the
conditions of getting relief is that the appli-
cant has to sign a document to the effect
that he 1s destitute, I1f a man or woman
had a banking account and signed a docu-
went to that effect, he or she would be liable
to immediate arrest. In Brisbane prosecu-
tions have taken place—and wisely, T think
—for abuse of the ration grant. I have said
in Marrborough to the uncmployed, ard I
say it now, that the police are not =overe
cuough in some of these cases, I take the

view that In some of these cases there is
an inclinaticn on the part of some people to
impos2 on the ration allowance. I know

that every big scheme has its Vnpoqter“ My
point is that “the pexcentdgp of imposters is
so small that they really do not matter after
all. When I am home in Maryborough I am
in attendavnce on Saturdsv and Tlondav nt
the Labour burcau promnt at 10 o’clock i
the moruing. 1 do not thmk there is in this
Chamber a member who is fortunate enough
to be so closely in touch with the unem-
ploved in his clectorate as 1 am. Having
studied the thing closely and well for many
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i 1 do not honestly believe that there
e 2 per cent, of Impostors on the ration
t to-day. 1 go fmﬂinrw-l do uot b‘Hf\\o
there are 2 per cent, of tho unemployed who
do not honestly want work; 93 per cent. of
thun went work. This quostion has been
dragged in by the hzir of the head, but 1
*hotwht that, in decency, the soldier element
in this Wouse could have le f* the soldier
“stunt 7 alone. They have dragged it to
death, so why drag it again?
Mr. CostELLO : Whose fault is it?

Ar. WEIR: TFancy a soldier saying it is
our fault! Does he not know that the capi-
talistic class have used these men all through
the ages and scrapped them? Surely he
knows that!

Mr. CosTELLO: Now
them in the gutter.

Mr. WEIR: They are the class who
promised to protect thesc men, and when
they came back they left them to starve in
the parks. Who knows that better than the
hon. member? And that, despite all his
influence as a po!itioian. The same with the
hon. metuber for Hinoggera. With all their
blather of what they did for the =zoldicr, go
reund the corner and see the "Dlggub "
starving. I say the whole respensibility, so
far as the unemployment of the soldier is
concerned, rests entirely with the Federal
Government, When these people sailed away
they were told, *“ We will cheer you, thanlk
vou, kiss you when vou come back.” I was
tm»e]hno to North Quoenwnnd in June, 1815,
on the © Bombala.” Some good Iudlcs who
were comfortably situated in Melbourne,
were walking up and down the boat at night
singing this. I was one who objected to the
°r>ntiment, because I believed it was not
honest. A good lady that I came in touch
with s ld “Don’t you like this, Mr. Weir?”
I said, “ No, because I do not think it is
true. When they come back you will pull
your skirts away for fear of rubbing against

Cx
',:I

vou have dragged

them.” They did pull their skirts away, and
left the women who were left behind to
starve, as they always do.

Mr. CosTeLLO: You cannot blame this side.

Mr. WEIR: Of course I do. I blame you
for supporting a system which does that sort
of thing.

Let us look at the people whom the hon.

wember for Tooweng represenis—the employ-
1ng class. We heard that those people would
cheer the ¢ Digger,” thank him, kiss him,
put their arms Tound his neck, and find him
a job. Ther walked down to the wharf, said
“ (Good-bye,” and sailed him o’er the seas to
take all the risks—which he took like a man.
When he came back they said, ©“ We will
have a glorious Anzac Day to celcbrate the
famous landing on Gallipoli.” They did—
when it did not cost auything—they will do
anything so long as it does not cost anxthmg
But w when
they find it wﬂ} mean a Tew “ bob out of
their pockets—and they have the few bob

which they made out of the  Digger,’ bth
vou—this 1s what they do: The W CO\AUO.}:
of 18th August, 1922, has the following

regarding the apnual conferenco of the Con<
tral Council of Employers of Australia:
“ Tae CrLMINATING POINT.
¢ ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CENTRAL
COUNCIHL. OF EMPLOYERY OF ATSTRALIA.
“* Fearing that the observance of Anzac
Day must inevitably lapse into the recog-

Alr. Weir.]
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nition of such holiday merely as another
opportunity for pleasure-sceking and
recreation, and feeling that the occasion
is one for solemn thought and reveren-
tial demeanour, the members of this con-
ference strongly urge upon the TFederal
and State Governments the desirability
and propricty of commemorating this
sacred day on the necarest Sunday to 25th
April in eack year.” '

{Government laughter.) They want to com-
memorate the day on the neares: Sunday so
that it will not cost them anything. If their
Arbitration Court award provided for pay-
ment of time and a-half on Sunday, they
would want to have it on New Year's Day
or on the Scotsman’s day, so that the Scots-
men would have to pay. Yet we have an
element in the soldicrs—that little tail end
who shot down the ¢ Standard ” in the early
days of the struggle—to tell us that the
Government are reiponsible for the unemploy-
ment. Are there no unemploved awmong
the soldiers in other countries which are not
administered by a Labour Government? I
recollect distinctly seeing a =ative cn *‘ The
Unknown Soldier.”” A soldier was sitting in
the parl for the third night on end and had
not had a bite to eat. Ilis feet and hands
were numb with the cold. His collar was
well up round his neck to keep out what
little cold could be kept out. Evoryboedy
went by and left him on the seat. He was
“The Unknown Soldier.” No one wanted
to know him because he was cold and hungry
There are hundreds of ‘‘ unknown soldiers.”
They went to the front with the cry. © Your
king and country need you.” Nobody neceds
them now. The poor devils are down and

out, and are on the scrapheap. There is
ancther element in connection with this
matter, and that is the use of the word
“dole.” It is like that blessed word “¢ Mezo-

potamnia.” I have a vivid recollection ot

good men living on doles. Whx, the Royal
family have been living on doles for many
vears, There are a number of people in
this community who have never worked for
years and who are costing far more to keep.

Mr. Bioresn: Is the hon, member refer-
ring to the Lieutenant-Governor?

Mr. WEIR: I had not thought of the
Licutenant-Governor for the moment. 1
have bigger fish than that gentleman—we
had onc in cur dining-room the other day.
We have the same experience over the road.
They are the cattle who are costing this
country a large amount of mwoney and who
arc not to be compared with the unem-
ploved. They are the people who are the
hardest to keep. When a sympathetic
Government talk about keeping the other
caap—the fellow who matters—the man who
turns the wheels of industry—and his women-
inlk from starving, we hear a recar. I have
ro complaints to make against this Ministry,
but I s ;
they should have gone. My own is
that, when we are in the position to do it,
we should go still further. I think we can
do something definite in the wav of unem-
ployment. ’

My, Frercuen: That is worth knowing.
I will remember the hon. member’s state-
ment that the Government should have
gone further.

Mr. WEIR: The hon. gentleman cannot
charge this Government with being so mean

[Mr. Weir,
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run away from a
statoment like that. To-day we pay the
handsome sum of to single uneinployed
men,  We are not in a position to do any-
thing better than that because of the present
state of finance.

Mr. Vowtes: Give them

Mr. WEIR: Yes. To give bs. a week to
single men is not & fair thing. I know
the Government would do more to-morrow
i7 they had the finances; but at the pr 1
time money is not available. I want to
the Covernment do more for the une
ployed. In Great Britain they are paying
more per head than we have donc or were
game to do on account of our finances. If we
follow Great Britain’s cxample, »we shall
justify our ecxistence in dealing men
out of work. A man doe: not suffer as
severely as a woman. I have advocated the
single men’s claims, and I hope they will
be improved wheon finances are better; but
it is the children and the womenfolk who
suffer most. I want to thank the sick Home
Secretary for the work he did in my district
in keeping ¢ kiddies” from beivg cold and
hungry. The position of things in Mary-
borough during this winter was such that
nchody conld be proud of it. Peeple were
living in homes of canvas at Crordon June-
tion. There wrre men and women—some
of them good citizens, and some known tu
the hon. member for Burpett—some with
four or five children, including girls, in
their families. They had to accept Govern-
ment rations, and they were without clothes
and had no blankets or comforts.

Mr. Moreav: That is a very had state
of affairs to have existing under a Labour
Government.

Mr. WEIR: That state of affairs exist
under every Government, and no one know
it better than the hon. member. It coxists
Victoria, the country he ran away from.
I appealed to the Home Socretary, snd 1
appreciate to the fullest extent the goo’d
work he did in clothing those * kiddies”
during the winter. He sent up good undi}r—
clothing for the little ones, particularly for
the girls and the womenfolk, and during
the winter the pavents were happv because
they could go to bed at pight aund szy that
the ¢ kiddies” were not cold or hungry.
Tf that little bit of humane treatment has
swelled the expenditure, I can quite justify
what I asked the Home Sacretary
I hope that, if there is any sity to do
that elsewhere, he will do the right .thmg
first and not trouble about the expenditure,
for it is better to incur expenditure than
to have hungry “kiddies.” 1 do not_take
my respousibilities very quietly. In a
country like thix we should be ashamed to
have hungry children.

Mr. Morgan: Y the Government cught
to be nshamed of themsclves

Mr. WEIR: No Government will ever
take the hon. member seriously enough to
be ashamecd of him. I do not fear doing
big things in connection with these matters.
I do not think that anyhody will take fright
ar what the hon. member for Port Curtis
might say. 1 do not sec any rcason why
we should not welcome criticism. If we had
not been honest in our endeavour to keep
people from being hungry, we could have
stificd discussion on this matter. I agree
with the leader of the Opposition that the

and so ineless as to
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weople who come from the other States are
Australians, and we have to de our best
for them. If they bring their wives and
families, it is part of our duty to sce
they do not suffer while they are here. If
we gre going to incur greater expenditure in
that vay, then for God’s sake give us greator

cxpenditure to clothe the © kiddies” and
feed the people.
Mr. MAXWIELL (Zeowong): I have

already spoken on this matter, but I desire
to scotch a statement made by the hon.
member for Bremer, He referred to the
appointment of a caretaker for the Mount
Coot-tha Reserve during my term as mayor

of the city. He said there were soldier
applicants for the position, and asked what
the mayor of Brisbane did. There was a
family of two girls and a brother. They

had lost a brother at the war. The remain-
ing brother applied for the position of
carctaker for the Mount Cooct-tha Reserve
and the two girls applied for the right to
do the caterirg at the kiosk. The byother
was appointed by the Brisbane City Council
to the position as carctaker. e had volun-
teered for active service on threc cer ns
and was rejected becanse he was under
cighteenr years of age. I think that Iis
sufficient explanation of the statement made
by the hor. member for Bremer. This man
wes the sole support of his two sisters;
the Erother had been sacrificed at the front.

I am glad that this discussion has taken
the tura i1t has during the day in connection
with the unfortusate unemploye:l ** Digger.”?
One would be led to believe that the tyeat-
ment meoted out by a scction of the local
authorities towards these unfortunate men
nas been bad, When the men associated
vith the Brishane ity Council in  its
various activities went +o the front. the
amcurt of money they veceived from the
‘ustralian Imperial Forces was insufficient,
and during the time they were at the war
they ware paid the differcnes between their
Australisn Imperial Force money and the
money that they would have received had
they remained in their positions here. That
is being continued at the present time.

ir. GrEpsox: Was that money paid out
¥ the pockets of members of the Council,
or was it money belonging to the rate-
payers?

Mr. MAXWELL: It is a funny thing when
you get this. Men are blamed in one quarter
for not doing certain things in regard to
returned soldiers, and yet, when they do those

things, the hon. member for

[8 p.m.] Ipswich asks whose money they

were paying out. Of course, there
is only one fund from which that money could
be paid. It was the ratepayers’ money they
were «isbursing. I know a great many of
the men associated with local government and
with other walks of life have given a great
«leal more money out of their own pockets
than hon. members opposite. 1 hope the
discussion to-day will bear fruit and that the
‘Government will do their “ bit” towards the
uncmployed ¢ Diggers.”

Mr. IarTiEY : They have done their ¢ bit.”
It is the Hughes Governmen$ you want to
appeal to.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Hughes Government
have been appealed to by the committee I
‘have the honour to be chairman of, and we
pointed out to Mr. Hughes the necessitv for
doing something big in this connection. He

e
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granted £250,000 for preference to returned
soldiers subject to £1 for £1 subsidy by the
various State Governments.

Mr., HARTLEY : A good electioneering stunt.

Mr. MAXWELL: I am asked on the one
hand to go to the Federal Government and
ask them to do something, and then. when I
show to hon. members on the other side what
the Federal Government have done, ve have
the loud-voiced gentleman on the other side
saying it is a good electioneering stunt. I
say God send an electioneering stunt like that
from this Government.

Hon. W. Foreax Suira: The Government
are subsidizing the amount to the extent of
£1 for £1.

Mr. MAXWELL: It is no good the Min-
ister saying they are subsidising it £1 for
£1. 'They do not know yet what the scheme
is, 50 how can they subsidise it? Mr. Hughes
has made certain statements, and the Preomiar
wants to know something definite about those
statements before arrangements can be made.
I believe the Premier is going to subsidise it
£1 for £1, but it is no good the Secretary for
Public Works saying at the present time that
the Government are subsidising it £1 for £1.
I hope they will do so, and thus help to take
a number of thesec men off the unemployed
list and remove the slur from the fair name
of this State.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): I am
pleased to have the assurunce of the hon.
member for Toowong that the whole of the
requirements of the soldiers will be met by
the Prime Minister giving a miserable
£250,000 to be spread over the whole of Aus-
tralia and to deal with the 400,000 men who
cnlisted during the war. That is a magni-
ficent sum of money, and I am sure that it
reprosents the full amount that thev can
expect to get from the Nationalist Govern-
ment who are in charge of the destinies of
Austraiia. I desire to suy, before I =it down,
that the Nationalist Government are, in a
measure, responsible for the position we find
in every State in Australia to-day, which,
fortunately, Is not so serious in Queensland
as it is in the other States. In Queensland
the position is only what we could reasonablv
expret it to be owing to the dislocation of
industrial life as a result of the great war.

I would like to draw the attenticon of the
Committee to the changed tone of the debate
on this oceasion. On every former occasion
that T have listened to hon. members opposita
on this vote, the word *“ dole” has been used
in a very sneering and insulting manner.
When the Government sought to relieve the
position and to anticipate what might reason-
ablv be expected in the way of unemploy-
ment by the introduction of an Unemployed
Workers Bill which dealt with the problem
in a statesmanlike manner, hon. members
opposite, when they were not afraid that they
were on the verge of an election, did not
hesitate to term it a  Loafers’ Paradise
Bill.”” On every occasion that they have
spoken of the work of this Government in
relieving the distress that is not peculiar to
Queensland but is found in every portion of
the civilised world to-day, they have spoken
in the most insulting terms, I was speaking
to a friend of mine the other day who
recently returned from China, and he told me
that in China it is the practice. if you rescue
a man who is about to commit suicide, for
fim to hold you responsible for his upkeep

Mr, Stopford.]
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for life. I do not want to reseue hon. mem-
bers  opposite  from committing  political

suicide at that price, but I would be very
pleased if they would get up and speak their
minds freoly in this debate, as they have done
in previous debates. The hon. member for
Dalby has stated that he finds fault with the
supervision of this department. During the
twelve months that the town I represent was
plunged into idleness, I suppose 1 had more
to do with the Relief Department than any
other member of this House, and T want to
~ay that, while the officer in charge exercised
his just right in seeing that every cas> was
properly inquired into, if it was found that
a case was one deserving of relief, he was most
sympathetic in dealing with it. One of the
contributing factors towards unemployment
in Quecensland was that from our industrial
life we removed 400,000 workers and sent them
to the front; and not only that, but the
Federal Government, in order to find the

funds nccessary to pay their share of
the cost of the great war, passed cer-
tain legislation known as the War Pre-

cautions Act, and they utilised that Act in a
manner that has resulted in stifling the indus-
trial growth of Australia. It will be remem-
bered that during the period they were
floating their war loans they took advantage
of the War Precautions Act to prevent any
industrial enterprises being started in the
Commonwealth. The Federal Government
also took advantage of the War Precautions
Act to prevent any extensions to existing
sugar-mills and to prevent new sugar-mills
from being erected in Queensland. As a
matter of fact, Mr. Hughes, in the very first
Sugar Agrecment, included a clause prevent-
the Queensland Government from extending
the sugar industry in this State. Has anyone
thought for a moment what that mecant to the
big electorate represented by the hon. mem-
ber for Herbert? Some of the finest sugar
lands in Quesnsland are situated on the Tully
River in that electorate. The South John-
stone Mill is taxed to its utmost capacity to-
day: it cannot cope with any more cane than
is at present being cultivated, and it cannot
take the cane from the land reserved for
soldier settlement.

_Mr. G. P. Barxgs: What have you done
since that Act was repealed?

Mr. STOPFORD: We have built a rail-
way since then, and we are doing everything
possible in the direction of duplicating the
capacity of certain mills, and tho Govern-
ment are appointing a Royal Commission to
inquire into the questicn of extending the
industry in order to cope with the new settle-
ment that has taken place. After the repeal
of the War Precautions Act this proviso was
incorporated in the sugar agrecment, and is
operative, although the War Precautions Act
went by the board. That is one of the factors
which have contributed towards unemploy-
ment in this State. When the town I repre-
rent was plunged into idleness, I endeavoured
to get land for 100 men with small capital
who were willing to go dircetly on the land,
but when I went to the Lands Departmens
they had to confess that they could not place
these men in group settlements. Hon. mem-
bers opposite, or thoss who support them
outside the House, were responsible, directly
or indircetly, for the delegation which went
to England to endeavour to prevent this
Government  from  getting  the necessary

[Mr. Stopford.
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loan money to give effect to their policy of
railway construction and public works in
Queensland.

Mr. Bs

D What did the Premier say
when he failed to cbtain money in Hagland?

My. STOPFORD: Hec said that he was
not going to sell the democracy of Quecensland
to obtain money in England.

GoveERNMENT MEeMvBERS : Iear, hear!

Mr. STOPFORD: That delegation was
representative of the interests of hon. mem-
bers opposite. The Premier came back to
Queensland and appealed to the pecple. In
spite of the fact that every paper in Queens-
land was loudly proclaiming that he could
not get a majority, he was returned to power
with a working majority, and was able to
demonstrate that he could get loan money,
and any delay in giving effect to the policy
of development which he outlined in his polics
speech was due to the delegation which hon.
members opposite launched with a view to
downing the Government.

~Mr. G. P. BarnEs: Long before the delega-
tion you were cautioned.

Mr. STOPFORD: There is an admission,
that long before the delegation left Queens-
land we were warned that, unless we resorted
to the old condition of things disclosed by
the Secretary for Public Works, we would
be told the class of legislation that we would
be permitted to place on the statute-book.
Long before the delegation went to England
pressure was brought to bear upon us here
by the {inancial interests, and, as a last resort.
they sent a delegation to London to carry
out their work there.

Another aspect of the question is the unfor-
tunate condition existing in Bngland to-day
in regard to the minecral market. I blame
the Prime Minister of Australia in another
direction for much of the trouble existing,
not in Queensland alone, but in the whole
of Australia. I blame the Prime Minister
for his bungling methods of handling Aus-
tralian products during the war. It is known
to everyone who has considered the position
that Australian products werc sacrificed.
Australin suffered the loss of millions of
pounds in connection with the disposal of
their wheat, wool, and metals. Take the
position of Queensland’s rare metals.  This
has heen ventilated time after time by the
Minister in charge of the present Ilstimates,
and I sincercly hope that before the debate
cleses he will expose once again the bungling
methods of the present Prime Ministar of
Australia, who lost to the Commonwealth
millions of pounds that would otherwise have
been utilised to-day for the industrial deve-
lopment of the country and in absorbing
many of the returned men who came from
the war to find that their jobs had been
filled and had to walk the streets, as hundrads
of them are doing to-day. Take the position
of the different mining centres in Queens-
land as shown in the records of the depart-
ment. If you search the records of past
vears, you will find that in a_vear of average
prosperity very little money is spent in relief
in mining districts. Out of last year's vete
Charters Towers got £3200; Cloncurry.
£1,180; Gympie, £1.500; Ipswich, £4.724;
Marmor, £1.859; Mount Cuthbert, £1.205;
Mount Morgan, £36,578; and Sapphircto'ﬂ'p;
£1,598. The leader of the Opposition said
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that he did not object to what he was pleased
to call < doles ” going to those who were sick,
old, weak, or afflicted; but what he objected
to was that ““doles” were being paid to
single men out of the £36.578 which was dis-
tributed in Mount Morgan. During the
twelve months the mine was closed down only
cighty-two single men obtuined relief, and
they were men who had widowed mothers
depending on them before the works were
closed down. That is sufficient to show that
the Government exercised ressonable care in
seeing that the relief rations were given in
deserving cases. I want to point out that the
question of relief is not peculiar to Quecns-
land. Tuke the position of Newcastle. I read
a Newcastle paper the other day in which the
mazor of the city, commenting uwpon the
position existing theve, said that he wished to
God the steel works had never been built
in Newcastle, besause to-day there are 20.000
people in that city who are in need of relief,
I am not saying that they are getting relief
from the Government, because they have not
got as sympathetic a Government as we have
in Quecnsland. They are geotting relief from
the mavor and charitable organisutions in
Newcastle. What is the result? I have the
records here, and I will quots from them to
show that even this paltry sum is not at the
dispesal of everyone in Newcastle who needs
it—
“ A single man gets 4z 6d. per wecek,
a married man and his wife 93, 9d.; with
one child, 12s. 9d. per week; with two
children, 14s. 9d. per week; with three
children, 16s. 9d. per weck; and with
four children, 17s. 9d. per week.”

If a man has eight children, the amount still
remains at 17s. 9d. Fon. members opposite
may well say that that is something in the
form of a dole. But has not this State some
responsibility towards the industrial soldiers
who are thrown out of work through no fault
of their own? Does anyone believe for a
moment that the men I represent, who have
been  respomsible for an cexpeaditure of
£36,000 from the vote which we are discuss-
ing, are pleased to be in reccipt of rations?
Does anyone believe for a moment that any
of these men would not have preferred to
go to work if it had been available? T ven-
ture to say that no one who kuows the men
I represent would level such an accusation
against them. The leader of ths Opposition
has stated that he does not objest to the
expenditure of this moncy, but that he thinks
the Government should have some dircct
return for it, and that the money should be
utilised in finding employment for the men
who are out of work. The hon. member is
not serious in that; otherwise, his words on
former oceasions have conveved a meaning
to me that he did not intend. When this
Government, and the Premier in particular,
after ceaseless efforts were instrumental in
bringing negotiations with the Mount Mergan
Company to a successful conclusion, and when
the Premicr, in the interests of every man
and woman in the State, had made an agree-
ment that would hring happiness to the
16.000 people who were depending on the
operations of that mine, what a howl of
criticism went up from every Tory news-
paper in the State!

What a howl from hon. members opposite
about this expenditure, just because we were
expending in relief a certain sum of money
to supply a body of men and women with the
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bare necessaries of life! I am glad we wore
zble to accomplish something that brought
a messure of relicf, not only to the men
directly employed. at Mount Morgan, but
to 16.000 pcople throughout Australia who
wwere direetly and indirectly affected by the
clocure of that mine. I regard that as an
ilustration of how money can be spent in
a practical way, and yet hon. members
opposite and the people who support them
use that as something to flog the Govern-
ment with. Take the Chillagoe mine and
smelters in North Queensland. What the
opening of the Chillagoe mine mecans can
only be realised by those who live in North
Queensland., T met an old resident of North
Queensland, and he said no one could realise
what the opening of Chillagoe meant in the
North. He said that it meant prosperity
to that portion of the State, and he also
stated that it was a terrible loss to the whole
State during the period that the Chillagoe
works were closed down, He told me that
for that action alone the Labour Government
should be thanked for doing something which
should win for them the support of every
man and woman in North Queensland. Vot
we find hon. members opposite continually
harassing the Government, and continually
criticising the Government because they
anticipated that the opening of Chillagoe
might possibly result in a small loss on the
vear’s transactions. The Government were
able to carry on operations at Chillagoe.
and were able to absorb the unemployed
population. Tven if at the expiry of the
year the balance-sheet showed a little loss,
w2 were at least justified in the action we
took in keeping the Chillagoe works open.

Mr. FrLEToHER : It might be a big loss.

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. member for
Port Curtis is one who would lead a deputa-
tion to the Secretary for Railways and ask
him to reduce the freight on starving stock,
vet he stands up in this House and uses his
voice against any effort the Government
might make to help starving humans. Hver
since the hon. member has been in this
House he has been nothing but a speak-
ing tube for the trusts and combines to
express their thoughts in this Chamber.
I cannot let the vote go through without
tendering to the Government the thanks,
not only of the electors of Mount Morgan,
but of many other electorates, who have told
me over and over again that it was nothing
but the action of the Government, and their
recognition of their responsibilities in such a
humanitarian manner, that made it pos-
sible for the pcople to remain in Mount
Morgan until that great industry started
again.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. CORSER (Burneit): I cannot let the
vote go through without replyving to the
Acting Home Secrctary. The hon. gentleman
asked me to furnish the names of the two
unfortunate people that I drove into Gayn-
dah. I am prepared to give the Minister
all the particulars to prove that my state-
ment is correct, but I am not going to give
him the names of the individuals, and allow
him to expose them to the public and to
members of this House. He has inferred
that my statement was an attack on the
police. '

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not infer that.

He did

Mr. Corser.]
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Mr. CORSER: No such thing was in- The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
tended by me. The policc were doing their  gentleman is not _in order in referring to
duty. members of this House in that manner, and

Mr. Brenvax: How did you know they
were doing their duty if they arrested poor
people on the road?

Th: SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
police would not arrest them without some
good reason,

Mr. CORSER: I do not blame the police
for doing their duty. An hon. member on
the other side stated that an unfortunate
man had to walk from Toowoomba to Clon-
curry, carrying ¢ Matilda,” and he said
that no member on this side would give
assistance to people by the wayside. I
merely gave cxpression to my views, to
show that a friend »f minc gave food and
shelter to these people, and asked me t0
take them into Gayndal in my car, and I
did so. That was to show that members on
this side and our supporters do have some
consideration for poor people on the road.
But out of the good that we did evil came,
because these people were arrested at Gayn-
dah. Aunvhow, I will give the Minister full
proof of what I say, but I will not give
him the names of the two people, to expose
them to the public. I am going to defend
those two people, and I do not want to
divulge their names.

Mr. BrexnaN: You did defen:d them.

The SecRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: The
Minister does not want to divulge their
names.

Mr. CORSER: I am quite prepared to

prove that my statement was correct, and
I will give the whole particulars to the
Minister.

Mr. BRENNAN (7oowoomba): The hon.
member for Burnett made a mistake in
expressing any views at all about those
unfortunate people whom he gave a lift
in his car. The Minister did not ask for
their names at all. If the hon. member for
Burnett is so sympathetic towards those two
travellers—those nomdds who were on the
road-——why did he let the police arrest them
without making further inquiries?

Mr. Corsir: Because I had left Gayndah.

Mr. BRENNAN : There is another tail to
the story now. By the hon. gentleman’s
first statement he inferred that the police
arrested these two people because they had
no food.

Mr. Corstr: I made no such statement.

Mr. BRENNAN: He inferred that the
police thought these two people were
vagrants, and arrested them, and he says
ha is not going to divulge their names.

Mr. Corsgr: 1 did not infer anything of
the kind.

Mr. BRENNAN: I am taking your own
words. You have a most peculiar way of
making wild statements.

Mr. Comser: You make wild statements
quite readily. 1 make truthful statements.

Mr. BRENNAN : The Opposition
launched the debate on this vote last night.
The hon. member for Nanango started the
discussion, and they made a great flourish,
but to-night we find that members opposite
have no argument at all. Why? Because
wo have stood up and exposed the hollow-
ness of their arguments. DBecause we are
d=ing that they are biting like cattle dogs.

[Mr. Corser.
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ask him to withdraw that statement.

Mr. BRENNAN: I withdraw the remark
hecause it is unparliamentary. I point out,
though, that the cattle dog will not come at
vou face to face, but wiil get behind you and
nin your heels. THon members opposite
started this debate, and they are nipping
now. They are annoyed because we have put
up an argument on this vote to show that it
is a sympathetic Government that is in
power at the present time.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra): I cannot let
the vote go through without saying a few
words, because a good decal of the money
spent on this vote is spent in the district
1 represcnt. I stroungly object to members
opposite referring to the workers in the
manner they have done during this debate.
It is most remarkable that during this
debate hon, members opposite have changed
the tone of their criticism towards the Go-
vernment with regard to unemployment and
relief. Last ycar when this Hstimate was
nnder discussion several members of the
Opposition referred to the men who were
getting this relief as cadgers, loafers, and
parasites, and also some innuendocs were
thrown out in connection with this matter.

Mr. J. Joxes: That is not true.

bIr. DASH : It is not a very large amount
to pay to the unemployed workers of the
State and their dependents, when you ceme
to consider that a good deal of it 1s paid to

people who have been thrown out

[8.30 p.m.] of employment on account of the

seasonal nature of some of the
industries of the State, because we know
that if there were not a certain number of
persons in the State to carry on those indus-
tries, some of the farmers sould have a very
rough time. The Government have placed
a large number of workers on railway con-
struction works, and they have loaned to
the local authorities a large amount of money
so that they will be able to carry on other
works in their own areas. Hon. members
opposite talk a great deal about the amount
that is paid to the unemployed worker, but
they say nothing about the concession that
ia given to the pastoralists in the form of
a reduction of railway freights to enable
them to get their cattle to the meatworks
cheaply, or to the farmers so that they may
get their produce to market. They do not
consider those concessions as doles at all;
only the relief given to the worker is a
dole.

Hon. members opposite also compare 1915
with 1922, but we know that the conditions
in those years were altogether different,
because in 1915 there were between 3,000
and 4,000 men in the mining industry at
Clloncurry, and had that field kept going.
there would have been no unemployed
workers in Quecensland to-day. Altcgether
in the mining industry in the North at that
time about 5.000 persons were cmployed,
hesides a large number who were dependent
on the industry. Prior to 1915, when the
Tories were in power, the employers used to
give work in the industries to local men;
but immediately the Labour party got into
power, everything possible was «done to
injure the Labour party by getting the
Southerner to come up and do the work. A
large number of men also came from the
South to work in the sugar industry; and,
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as the hon, member for Herbert pointed out,
a large number of coloured aliens are still
unployed in. that industry, although the
worlk might have been gnen to white men
Then, again, in 1915 the storekeeper would
give ‘ercdit to the workers in the scasonal
industries during the slack season, and the
workers used to pay the accounts from the
money they would ‘earn during the season.
Quite recently, too. a large number of unem-
ployed workers has been coming to Queens-
tand from the South because of the big
shearing dispute in New South Wales, where
the workers arc striking against the award
of the Federal Arbitration Court giving
them 355, per hundred as against £2 per
bundred in  Queonsland. That £2 per
hundred has been a big inducement to
shearers. because several large sheds in New
EOuth Wales have been hung up. 1 see from
a statement published in the * Courier”
that a *Outhe shearing contractor las
passed fhoa"h Brishanc en route te Charle-
ville with a number of shearcrs to do the
shearing in that district. Contract-shearing
has been the curse of the shearing industrx
in Quesnsland, as well as in other parts of
the Commonwecalth, because one team will
go from vleville to Wiriton and another
team from \V nton to Charl ullm so that the
“ big gun 7 shearers from the South get the
work instead of the lecal men, who have then
to come on the State for rclief.

The hon. member for Murilla said what a
great deal this £177,000 would do towards
settling people on the land! It would not
settle many peeple on the land, and, in any
case, a large number of workers would. still
be dependent cn the State for relief, as well
as a large number of persons who will never
be able to work. If the Government were
able to find work for the unemploved. they
would gladly do it, because it 18 far better
than giving them rations.

Hon. members opposite have also said that
the Arbitration Court has been respousible
for throwing a large number of men in the
rining industry out of work. But no mining
company other than the Mount Morgan
Company has ever approached the court For
a revision of the award, and we know that
the mining companies at Clomun‘v could
not carry on, even if wages were veduced bx
one-half because the overhead charges and
the cost of material, coal, and coke are
almost prohibitive, As the hon. member for
Ipswich reminds me, they may be able to
get che‘aper coal from the Bowen coalfield;
and if they do, some move may be mad“
then by the companies, and I am satisfied

that if they do open up we shall have
no more talk about unemployment in
Queensland.

I think it was the hon. member for

Nanango who said that he knows of men
who refused 14s, per day. and would sooner
go to the State for relief than accept it. I
do not think there is any truth in that state-
ment, because it has been contradicted by
the hon. member for Pittsworth. who said
that the men who went to his distriet wanted
work and not rations. And when hon. mem-
bers opposite are challenged they are not
able to give any names. They mercly make
statements and try to bohﬁle men who are
receiving relief. They do not go for relief
because they like it. There is nothing more
humiliating than to see a 1alge number of
men lining up for rations, and the (overn-
ment would relieve their distress in any
other way if they possibly could.

1922—4 e
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A good deal has been said about men
getting work from the Government Labour
Burcau, and the hon. member for Albert
made a great fuss the other night about
the method of engaging labour for railway
construction. He also made the statement
that the Government were in collusion with
the unions, in order to make the men pay
£2 cach before they could get a job. There
is no truth whatever in that statement. I am
closely in touch with the union which sup-
plies men i'or these construction works, and
1t has preference of employment in the
awards of the Arbitration Court, and every
facility is given to workers to get employ-
ment.

At 8.40 p.m.,

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympic), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. DASH : Every man has to be a unionist
before he can work on those works, but, if
he is not in a position to take out his ticket,
they are prepared to allow him to contribute
so much out of his first two or three pays
towards the purchase of his ticket. He will
then be able to get employment on those
works, It is only right that he should con-
tribute to the union funds, because the unions
have been responsible for the wages and
conditions on those works.

The hon. member for Albert said he would
like to know what happened to the funds,
and stated ihat no balance-sheets had becn
published. Every year since 1886 the Aus-
tralian  Workers’ Union have published a
balance-sheet, audited by cortified accoun-
tants, and the whole of Australia and other
countries were able to know vhe position of
that union.

I am quite satisfied that the Scerctary for
Mines was quite right when, In his election
campaign at Paddingion, he said that the
Government of Queensland in two months
would be able to absorb their own unem-
ployed. That was carried out. The Govern-
ment have absorbed the number that was
unemployed at that particular time, but a
large number of men have come from the
other States because they could not get
employment there. I am satisfied that this
year there will be no necessity for a large
amount of relief to be paid out to unemployed
workers. We hope that the land develop-
ment and water conservation scheme, the com-
plotion of the I\mth Coast Rallwav, and the
commencement of other railways, will absorb
a large number of men. 1 am pleased that
rrroaf efforts are going to be made to push
oin with the North Coast Railway. It has
been too long overdue. Iad a railwa) been
put throu"h there in the days of Tory
(xovmnment% no doubt we would have been
in a DO\X Yon to-day to have greater facilities
for mining in the Cloncurry district. We
know the lur"o amount which is charged in
shipping frmghh on coal, coke, and other
materials from the South. The number of
times the material has to be handied from
<he time it is shipped to the time it lands
at  Cloncurry, means very considerable
expense.

It is to be hoped that the Government will
he able to go right ahead with their policy.
During this session we shall be able to
test the Opposition with our Unemployed
Workers' Insurance Bill. We shall realise
then whether they are in ecarnest in trying

Mry. Dash.]
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to relieve the unemployed of this State and
assist the unemployed worker. We shall
judge them by their actions, It is to he
hoped that the workers will closely follow
the references that are made when that Bill
is golng through. [ am satisfied that the
Bill will go a long way towards removing
the disiress among the unemployed. There
will be no more cry of hon. members onposite

about doles being given to unemploycd
viorkers.  The money that is being paid

out to unemployed is given by way of sub-
sidy to seasumal industries; because, if those
men were not in Queensland, the industries
would not be able to carry on when the time
arrived for their commencing work.

Mr. BARBER (Bundabery): It bas been
somewhat interesting to listen to the speeches
that have been delivered from the other side
to-day and yesterday on this vote. It seems
to e that hon. members opposite have
pretty well exhausted every avenue of aitack
on the Labour Governmcent, and this relief
vote is about vhe last move on their part to
gain some popularity among the workers of
the State. As usual, the hon. member for
Port Curtis has on his face that cynical grin
to which we have becoine accustomed. I
know how the hon. member fecls—that with
three or four square meals a day everything in
the garden is lovely. To some hundreds of
thousands of men, women, and children, not
only in Queensland but also in the other States
in Australia, and in the world generally, things
are not so bright. The hon. member reminds
me of an individual who was in practically
the same line of business as that in which the
hon. member has been interested for some
vears, During 1893, when work was pretty
slack in the Soudh, T sold about £10 worth
of books for 10:. to secure a passage to New
Zealond to get work there. I ““humped
Matilda’—as we call it herc—along the
road. I was absolutely driven to despera-
tion by hunger. I called on a man of the
type of the hon. member for Port Curtis
e was the owner of a very large, prosperous-
looking station, with a splendid flock of
sheep 1n his paddock and a lovely two-storied
brick house. 1 was quite prepared at the
time to undertake any kind of work tha-
came along and to give a good dax’s work
for a fair day’s pay. Insiead of getting a
sympathctic reception whea I told him the
position I was in, and that I had a wife and
two children whom I had left behind in
Victoria and had gone to New Zealand to
get a living for them, he greeted me with the
same kind of cynical grin that the hon.
n:ember for Port Curtis has just now. That
is quite typical of most hoas. members on the
other side who represent the boodlers’
interests.

Up to a few years ago, prior to the
inauguration of the wages board system and
Arbitration Courts, whereby certain mini-
mum wages were laid down, it was the
greatest delight of employerdom to have
twenty men available for every job that was
going.

GovervMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BARBER: Hon. members opposita
still believe that the best condition “hat can
prevail in the economic world is to have
twenty men at least sitiing in the gutter
waiting for every job that is going. While
we have got to carry on under the economic
conditions now obtaining, even with a Labour
Governmenrt in office this kind of business
will prevail.

[Mr. Dash.
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. Mr. Morean: The Government have been
in office cight years.

Mr. BARBER: That is quite true. I am
quite satisfied that hon. members opposite will
be as dead as Julius Cacsar before Labour will
b relegated to that side of the House again.
If they manage to peregrinate to this side
of the Iouse, it will only be for a divixion.
It reminds me of an Italian story of where a
schooner ran aground and the crew got on
the “ blither,” and when they were asked
why they did so, they said ““ A short life and
a anerry one.”  Whenever hon. imembers
opposite ged over here for a division it is
only a very transitory stay, and they make
the most of it and indulge in buffoonery.
Hon. members opposite have characte
some of the unemploved as the greatese
loafers in creation.

Mr. Wagren: That is not true.

Mr. BARBER: The hon. member might
not say that, but he should be frank and
call a spade a spade. We know exactly whas
they mean, and the crowd outside know what
they mean. It would be almost impossibie
for certain members opposite to express them-
selves in any other way. Last session this
House voted to certain men who, no doubt,
had rendered valuable services to this State
pretty fat pensions. T have spent a fair term
mn this House, and I have not got one-tenth
of what was voted for some of those gentle-
men per annum, 1 never hcard hon. mem-
bers opposite criticise the action of the
Government when we pensioned off the
judges—one to receive £1,250, and two to
recelve £1,000 each. What had they done
more to deserve it than thousands of other
people—the battler and the pioneer who,
owing to the bad industrial counditions, find
that during the last two or three years in
many cases they are in want of the neces-
saries of life?

Myr. Moreaxn: The Government are to
-blame.
Mr. BARBER: If the hon. member for

Murilla had his way, they would have got
their full salaries, .

Mr. Morcoan: 1 wanted to reduce the
judges by 5 per cent. last week.
Mr. BARBER: It is interesting to recad

Schedule B of the Estimates. There is a
list of men who had a pretty good innings
for many years while they were in the
services of the State.

Mr. CoiLiNs: Are they getting doles?

Mr. BARBER: Certainly they are doles.
They are drawing pay from the people of
Qucensland, and have been drawing it for
thirty years, and pretty nigh forty vears. I
notice the name of one gentleman which will
disappear this year. He was drawing a
pension of £800 a year before I came into

this Chamber twenty-one years and two
months ago. I do not think he put in
twenty years’ service in the State. One man

is drawing £1,260, one £1,000, two £834, two
£667, two or three £500, two or three £450,
and so on. We have not heard a solitary
word from hon. members opposite or their
followers in regard to the fat doles these
men are receiving. You might as well call
it a dole as the amount given fo men for
rations. It is pretty miserable of hon. mem-
bers opposite to refer to the fact that in
some centres in Queensland a larger amount
is expended in the way of relief than i
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other centres. I suppose that, outside of Bris-
bane, there has been more money expended
in Bundaberg during the last three years
for rations and outdoor relief than in any
other part of the State. Satisfactory reasons,
in my opinion, can be given as to why this
should be done. Buncnbmg is in one of the

largest sugar centres m Queensland.  The
sugar mdmtly has had a pretty vough
“ spin Y during the last t\\o or three yeavs,

which means that a large number of men
have been thrown out of employment. At
the same time we have had hundreds of men
gravitate to Bundaberg from all parts of the
Commonwealth and from New Zealand and
Tasmania. That staterment has been chal-
lenged by hen. members opposite. It has
been definitely decided, in connection with
employment on the Burnett Valley scheme,
that only bona fide residents in Queensland
who have their names on some clectoral roll
will be engaged. I inquired from the Direc-
tor of Labour if it was possible to give me
the approximate number of men who had
come from other States and had registered
at the Labour Bureau in Qucensiand. Ie
gave me figures indicating the number of
men who had made apphcatxon for work and
had registered at the Labour Burcau after
stating “that they had been residents for less

than onc month in the State. The figures

are—
Ipswich ..o 42
Toowoomba .. 15
Warwick ... Lo BT
Bundaberg .. 38
Maryborough .. 15
Roclkhampten . ... 103
Brisbane ... ... 214

That gives a total of 484 men. If the figures
were ‘mk(,n for a period of three months,
that number could be multiplied three or
four times over. If the figures could be
obtained for the rest of the Labour Bureaus
in the State that number could be easily
doubled.

At 9 p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair

Mr. BARBER: I want to say that, in
common with the hon. member for Mary-
borough, one of the grievances I have in
connection with the Relief Department in
Bundaberg at present is that the amount
being glanted at the present time, parti-
cularly to the single man, 1is quite
insufficient. While I know that the Goverc-
ment, with the money at their disposal, are
doing the best they can, I hope they will
reconsider the question of granting more
than a ration allowance of 5s. a week.

I was much amused this afternoon at my
friend the hon. member for Toowong and
other hon. members on that side. I have no
objection to those hon. members who did a
fair amount of work during the war period in
connection with organising, recruiting, and
other work that may be demgnated patriotic

work, but I strongly objeet to those hon.
members exploiting this business and trying
to obtain ‘ kudos.” Hon. members on this
side who did their little ““ bit’’ in that matter
and encouraged our kith and kin to go to
the front have never attempted to exploit
this kind of thing. My regret at the time of
the war was that I had not twenty-one boys
whom I could send to the front; but, at
the same time, I never attempted to exploit
the returned soldier business when the boys
came back. That is the attitude adopted by
a considerable number of hon. members oppo-
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site; hut, when you compare their record
with that of hon. members on this side, I
think it can truthfuily be said that members
on this side of the IHouse sent as many of
their boys to the frout as did hon. members
on the other side: and, although we may have
been pretty frank in our M‘rack: on certain
matters in connection with the war, we
did not fail to encourage our sons to
go to the front. To me it was a most
terrible business altogether, and it is about
time hon. members on the other side cut
out any further attempt to exploit what
they may have done during the war period.
Ionour 1s due to members on this side of the
House just as much as to members on that
side, but we do not ““ Blatherskite’’ about it;
we do not get into the limelight on these
matters. We did our duty, and when we did
our duty it ended there. We have never
attempted to exploit the business for political
or any other purpose. It is about time that
kind of business was cut out. Hon. gentlemen
opposite cxploited the war business as long
as they could, but the crowd outside have
taken a tumble to it and now they attempt
to exploit this relief vete to endeavour to
make the crowd outside believe they are
their friends.

There arc two or thres
I would like to refer,
has had a pretty good

OppPOSITION MEMBERS : Fear, hear!

Mr. BARBER: That ** Hear, hear ’* tempts
me to proc(‘ed Queensland, and the British
Empire generally, during the past threc or
four VCzll\ have voted not merely thousands
of pounds but millions of pounds to certain
individuals. We had a visit from the Prince
of Wales two years ago. Queensland did
handsomely during the Princel’s visit here.
Was there a solitary word from hon. members
opposite when we bad to foot the bill? Nog
a bit of it! When any distinguished visitors
come to Queensland we always treat them
handsomely, If the people of Queensland
feel that they are justified in spending the
taxpayers’ money to entertain distinguished
visitors who come to this great State of ours,
I claim that, when the toiler is down and out
and unable to work and his wife and children
are in a condition of semi-starvation, he has
a pelfect right to receive assistance from the
State. I Clulm as one of the working class,
that I have a ]ust right to fall back on the
Stale when I am out of work. Alfred
Russell Wallace, in that splendid book ot
his ontitled The Revolt of Democracy,”
pointed out that no country in the world can
allow the working class populatlon to starve,
and he illustraded his argument by statistics
and by his forcible manner of oxmmmon and
showed that it was the moral duty of the
State to see that no man, woman, or child
should go without bread and the necessaries
of life. That is the atitude that the Labour
movement has always taken up; that is the
attitude that I have advocated for over
thirty years, and, if members of this
party ever f01rfeu that it is their duty, no
matter what the capitalistic class may say—
no matter how strong their criticisms may
be—to sce that the workers get a square deal,
then it will be time that the Labour movement
is wound up. I am not afraid, as a Labour
man, that the Labour movement will ever get
to that stage. There arc to-day tens of thou-
gands of young men and women in Queens-
land and Australia—a country which they love
—with far more advanced ideéas than the ideas

Mr. Barber.]

other things to which
but I think the vote
¢ spin.”’
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of any member sitting on this side to-night,
and those young people are going to see that
m futule the toilers of Australia get a fairer

“go”’ than they have got in the past. I
know that these sentiments do not sound very
pleasant to hon. members opposite. They
can call it Bolshevism, Nihilism, or any othor
kind of ¢ ism” they ]1ke but I know it “ puts
the wind up ” hon. members opposite. 1
read a very interesting story the other day of
a r:cently appointed judge in the old country.
He was a bit nervous and panicky; he was
one of the Tory class, like my friends the hon.
rnember for Pittwotth and the hon. member
for Port Curtis, who bow and scrape to the
nobility, and talk of the Zoiler as * My Man”
and of land as “ My Property,” and who

value partridges and hares more than
humamw In commenting on a trial which
took place the other week in London, a news-
paper commented in this way—

“ The cables say that Sir Thomas
Horridge, of the English bench, has
ordeored knitting in court to stop. Men-
tally, Horridge 1s a tvpical mid-Victorian
Tory. Tn physique he is a typical John
Buli—florid, portly, but without the side-
levers.  As he looked from the bench at
the scene below, memories of the knitting
jurywomen of the Revolution would hawve
flickered across his orderly mind—mem-
ories of those implacable ¢ Tricoteuses’
who thronged all public assemblies in
Paris, and only ceased plving their needles
to shrick for the guillotining of an
aristocrat.

“In a very mild way,
have been happening in London, * At
important trials, women knit almost
continuously, and cven when the death
sentence .is being passed.” England is
pretty jumpy these days, and the old
aentlman on the bench has probably
been startled too. To speak in terms of
the long-vanished period in which he
thinks, he has ‘ detcrmined to put down
this sort of thing.’”

The younger gencration of Australians ave
intelligent enough to profit by the bhistory
ol the industrial and economic developmeonts
‘n Australia. They know the conditions that

similar things

their parents have had to suffer, and.
when they attain their majority, they will
vote for the most radical party. and the

Lakour Government will be returned at
the next clection ard be placed once more
in charge of the Treasury benches.

Mr. W. COOPER (Rosswood): I rise to
congratulate the Home Secretary upon his
action in regard to the vote for outdoor
relief. 1t has been somewhat of a surprise
to me to hear some of the statements which
have come from hon. members opposite.
I have no desire to read or quote any
statements made by men who occupy posi-
tions amongst the capitalist class of Quecns-
land. or even statements which appear in
the Press of Queensland or New South Wales,
because, after all, we can discount a great
many of the statements made in the Press
or by a number of public men. I am going
tn make statements of facts that have come
within my own experience as a workman
in Queensland for the last thir‘cy—ﬁwe years,
Hon. members opposite have stated that the
Government have been doing something
which is detrimental to the workmen by
granting relief to unfortunate men who have
not been able to secure ¢employment.

Mr. Moraan: Owing to the Government.

[Mr. Barber.
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MMr. W. COOPER: I am pleased the hon.
nrember has made that interjection, because
1 remember Governments in Quoomhmd in
the past, which were not Labour GovellL
ments, which supplicd pea-soup to the unfor-
funate men who were out of cmposment,
who were told that, if they did not like to
take pea-soup and 4s. 6d. a day they could
g» out into a paddock and eat grass. Those
were statements by men who held the same
political views as hon. membors opposite.
I remember when the hon. member and
those holding the samme political views that
he does permitted the barks of Queensland

to close in 1893, and pxactwal]v deprived
men all over the State and in other parts
of Australia of money which ‘rightfully

belonged to them, and who, when they made
an application for the moncy they had
placed in those institufions, were charged
as much as 6 per cent. for their own money.
These are the men who claim to-day to
be the friends of the people—and particu-

laviv of the (workers—because, labouring
under a delusion, they think there will be
an clection very shor I may say that 1

worked for the Denham Government, and
I remember the time when that Government
wore 0(7'!11”‘]1(11 to send  unemployved men
to the railway construction work that I was
cugagerd on. At that time they were paying
them the large sum of 8x. a day for doing
ravvy work on the line. I also remembey
the time when these gentlemen thought that

a sufficient rensuneration for a man’s labour
was 4s, 6d. a day. When the Nerang rail-

way was being built they were sending men
down there and tel ling them “If you like
to work there for from 4s. 6d. to 6s. a a day.
vou can have work. If you do not like to
do that, vou can go out into the park or
anvwhere e¢lse and starve.” I believe that
every man is entitled to a living. If the
country which he belongs to is not finding
him werk, he has a perfect right to malk:
application for sufiicient food to keep him
mxd his dependants. I waut to point out
ty the hon. member for Carnarvon that it

is very evident that he never did a day’s
work in his life. ¥le does not know what
it s

Mr. Costento: I will take any man on on
that side of the ¥louse at a week’s work
is a railway cutting. (Laughter.)

Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member
reminds me of a man I worked for at one
time, who said, “ Come on, I am going to
show vou how to work.” and he came along-

side me. He was a blacksmith like myself.
He got his whecelwrights to make long
handles and said, “I am going to weld

axles with you to-day.” That was the end

of it. After two hours he said, T am very
sorry. but I have to do something down
town,” Ard he got away, and that was

the last I saw of him. (Laughter.)) T am
quite satisfied that, if the hon. member for
(‘arnarvon went into a cutting with a navvy
—and I will find a navvy not as voung @
man as the hon. gentleman is—if the hon.
gentleman does not have hiz back broken
before cight hours are over, I am satisfied
that I am no judge of workmen. (Opposi-
tion laughter and interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: T hope the hon.
ber will confine his remarks to the
for outdoor relief. (Laughter.)

Mr. W. COOPER:
remarks with outdoor relief.

mem-
vote

I am connecting my
T am satisfied
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that, if the hon. member for Carnarvon
went to work as a navvy, it would not be
long before he would have to go out and
receive outdoor relief.

Mr. CORTELLO (Curnarvon) : Mr.
Kirwan, I objeet to the hon, member say-
ing that I would have to go out and get
relicf. {Launghter.) Now that 1 have got
the floor I throw my challenge on the table
to work with the hon. gentieman or anyone
clse on the other side.

The CHAIRMAXN : Order!

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS (to Mr.
Sit down'!

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I would point
out to the hon. member for Carnarvon that
he will have an opportunity of speaking
when the hon. member for Rosewood has
finished. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr. W. COOPER :

Costello) :

I am surprised at the
hon. member for Carnarvon rising to a
point of order. 1 am satislied that that is
the only thing he will ever rise to. I want
to point out to hon. members opposite the
necessity for the Government of Quecnsland,
at all events, providing relief for those unfor-
tunate men who are unable to find work. 1
heard the hon, member for Pittsworth to-day
making some wild statements in connection
with harvesting on the Downs. He wanted
to convey to this side of the House and
to the people of Queonsland generally that
it was not possible for the farmers on the
Downs to get men unless they paid them £1
per day. The hon. gentleman did not say
what part of the Downs, and he did not say
how many workmen he interviewed. Per-
haps there were two or three old “dead-
beats ”” who went along iherc to some friends
of the hon, member, and perhaps they did
not really want work, This House is so
accustomed to the piffle of the hon. member
that no notice Is taken of him. If the
hon. member had applied to my electorate
for men to harvest the wheat, he could have
got men for less than £1 per day.

Mr. CostiLLo: You mean Mr, Bebbington’s
electorate; not your electorate.

Mr. W. COOPER: If Mr. Bebbington is
no better than the hon. member, he will
not be able to win my elcctorate. (Laughter.)
I can assure the hon. member for Pittsworth
that men from my electorate went on to the
Downs and obtained employment, and you
can get others and they do not want £1
per day. The men who went from my dis-
trict were pleased to receive 1ds, per day.
When they came back they sald they were

quite satisfied with the {recatment they
received from the farmers on the Downs.
(Hear, hear!) It is quite right for the

Government to provide outdoor relief for the
men who cannot obtain work., Would it be
a right thing frem a humane point of
view to refuse to give rations to these men
and their wivez and children? The Govern-
ment are acting quite within their rights in
carrying out a humanitarian policy to relieve
distress in cvery direction. Hon. members
opposite object to what they call the giving
of dcles, and say that we should provide
some means by which these men can carn
what we give them. There was £177,000
spent in outdoor relief last year, and hon.
members opposite say that that should be
spent in reproductive wovk. Take any swag-
man in Queensiand starting to find work, how
is he golng to get it? A carpenter may receive
some work frem a friend at Cunnamulla or
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Dalby, and he finds himsclf in the position
that he has no money. What can he do?

Mr. Morasx : He will get a free railway
pass, and you know it.

Mr. W. COOPER: He may get a free
railway pass. Previous Governments whom
the hon. member for Murilla supported so
long would never be so humane as to give
him a free railway pass. This carpenter
would start off with his swag and rcach his
destination, where he would be able to secure
employment. G the road he would bave

.to go into the various police stations and

receive rations,

Mr. doreax: That is wrong; he would
get a free railway pass.
Mr. W. COOPER: The hon. member is

always so wrong In his statements that no
one takes any notice of him. The hon.
member suggests that the £177,000 should be
concentrated on one job. How many men
would that give work to, and in what time?
As a matter of fact, the unemployed we
have in Queensland would absorb £177,000
in less than a fortnight, You would have a
conceniration camp for a vast number of
workmen, and there would be nothing for
them to do, and that would cost about
£1,000,000, and you would have the unem-

ployed just the same, The responsibility
of providing profitable employment rests
with the Covernment, Do hon. members

opposite think that ro responsibility rests
upon the employers ouiside the various State
departments? Do they think that they are
different kinds of beings to the Government?
Are they not vesponsible for many of the

men who are thrown out of employment
to-day?
Mr, Ferricks: They conspire to bring

about unemployment.

Mr. W. COOPER: Have they not con-
spired to bring about unemployment, parti-
cularly since the present Government have
been in office? Of course, they have! 1
remember when the war broke oui in 1814
the Denham Government were in power, I
was working on railway construction work,
when orders came along to close down the
work. 'Things looked black at that time,
and the railway work was closed down.
What would these gentlemen have done if
they were in our position? Fortunately,
they were not in power during the last
seven years. If the Denham Government
had been in power during the last seven
vears, instead of there being 3.500 unem-
ployed there would be nearer 20.000, and
there would be starvation in every direction.
I am quite satisfied about that, judging by
what I have seen of them in the past in
Quecnsland and New South Wales.

I know that since 1 have been able to
understand  the industrial conditions of
Queensland, as well as those of other States
of the Commonwealth, I have appreciated

what hon. members opposite
[9.30 p.m.] would do. I was myself the
vietim of their spleen in the

country to which T belong, and from which
1 was driven because of my political views.
I am quite certain that the luckiest thing
that ever happened to Queensland was the
turning out of these gentlemen in 1915, and
I sincerely hope that Providence will help
this party never to allow thom to return.
(Opposition interjections.) 1 have been
accustomed to blowing bellows in my time,
and I never raw bellows worse than the hon.
member for Carnarvon, who is interjecting.

Mr. W. Cooper.]
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Hon. members opposite have posed as the
friends of the people, but I am quite
certain that, if they ever had their way,
instead of unfortunate persons being able
to get relief rations to save their wives and
children from starvation they would be
begging in the streets, as they have been
doing 1n England and other countries.

Mr, WARREN (Murrumba): 1 remember
a little incident that happened on one of our
railways a little while ago, of which this
debate puts me very much in mind. Some
trucks of machinery had got lost, and, when*
they were found, they had the words
“Ted’s Circus”’ written on them. If the
persons who did that on the outside of those
trucks could see this Chamber to-night, they
would  write *“Ted’s Circus” inside it
{Laughter.)

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa): I am very sorry
that there is any necessity for this vote, but
at the same time I rcalise that there is
justification for it, and I am very pleasaed
to see that the amount is being so reduced.
Last ycar when the vote was going through
there was a great deal of opposition to it.
To-day there has bcen similar opposition,
and some references have been made by the
hon. member for Murilla and the hon. mem-
ber for Kast Toowoomba to prosecutions of
persons who have been unjustifiably taking
advantage of it. I think every member on
this side of the Commitice will agree that
anybody who imposes on the authorities and
gets relief to which he is not entitled should
be punished.

1 would just like to refer to some remarks
made by the hon. member for Aubigny on
this subject. Speaking at Oakey, as reported
in the * Darling Downs Gazette” of 15th
June, 1922, the hon. member said—

“ Government relief, which on last
month’s figures has now reached £350,000
per annum ??

{Opposition disscnt.)

If the statement is
not correct, I leave the hon. member to
correct it, If T make a statement in this
House I am prepared to stand by it; but
that is not my statement, it is the state-
ment of the “ Darling Downs Gazette.”
OppositioN MEeMBERS: It is not correct.

Mr. CONROY: I got up principally to
point out what Tory (Governments have done
in other States for the returned soldiers,
who have been introduced into this dehate.
I would like to read herc an extract from the
Sydney ‘‘ Bulletin ”” of the 15th June last—

*“The Fuller Government, which came
into office largely on the loyalty ticket,
has a way that is all its own of deliver-
ing the patriotic goods. The first cppor-
tunity which the party got of showing
its superiority to the Dooleyites on the
preference to soldiers issue was in con-

nection  with  the formation of the
Ministry. A whole herd of highly-
qualified  business and = commercial

M’s.L.A. with bright records as fighting
zoldiers offered—Rosenthal, Jagques,
Hugh Main, Bruxner, &c. They were
passed over in favour of a gang of party
hacks, who, with one exception (and he
was given a fillup job), have never
risked so much as a push in the neck
for the Empire. ZLast week an oppor-
tunity offered to give one of the many
“ Digger ” accountants of New South
Wales a fat job—that of investigating the
(Civde Engineering Company’s affairs.

[Mr. W. Cooper.
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Treasurer Cocks (as vehement an Im-
perialist as any in the State during the
recent election) could find no one more
suitable to appoint than a native-born
German. For some time the sofdier
settlers at Bankstown have been in diffi-
culties with the poultry farms which the
Nationalist party got so much credit for
providing them with when the war-fever
was on. A few days ago, under instruc-
tions from the Minister for TLands
(Wearne), the fowls, pens, coops, &c., of
some of the men were seized, while
others have been evicted. Births are
expected shortly in families which, as a

result of the Fuller Government’s
astounding action, are faced now with
dostitution. The Dooley crowd had

faults, and to spare, but on the whole
they gave the “ Digger” who was up
against it a lenlent spin; and certain
it is that no Labour Minister got down
to fowl-snatching. By way of a set-off
against a deal of extremely sordid anti-
Imperialism, the Fuller Government has
issued a ukase that every school child
must daily salute the Union Jack. It
is explained to the children that the flag
must be loved and honoured as a symbol
of Government. But what are the real
sentiments of a New South Wales child
likely to be in regard to Government—
the only Government it knows, the one
which sent its father to the wars with
the assurance that, if he returned,
nothing would be too good for him, and
shortly after he did return stole his
fowls and kicked him into the street to
starve ?7’
Everybody knows that the Sydney ‘¢ Bulle-
tin 7’ is not a Labour paper. I shall make
no comment beyond saying this: We have
heard a great deal about returned soldiers
during this debate, and at other times, and
I would just ask them what they think would
happen 1f our friends opposite were suc-
cessful in reaching these benches.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): The workers
throughout this State would be better pleased
if they could get work in preference to
rations; but, as work is not available, I think
the Government are trying to do the next
best thing. I do not know whether the Ga-
vernment are in a position to place every
man engaged in the seasonal industries in
North Queensland between the time the sugar
scason is over and the time the meatworks
commence operations. I think that many of
those men could be utilised on the mining
fields in trying to revive mining in the
different districts. I know many fields which
would stand exploiting. Men who are used
to mining could be tried on some cf the old
mining fields raising a certain tonnage of
quartz. Perhaps some mon could be kept
going by that method. The Mines Depart-
ment have been fairly generous to prospectors
throughout North Queensland. My experience
of that department has been that it has
granted the prospectors’ allowance in almost
every case; and that has been responsible
for keeping many men away from the relief
depdts.

There is a point which I would like to
raise in connection with the relief distributed
in Brishane as against the distribution in
the country. Take the collapse of the mining
industry in Cloncurry. Up to 5,000 men were
affected directly or indirectly. Those men
hung on, expecting a revival in the mining
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industry in the Cloncurry district, on account
of the general manager of the Cloncurry
mines making a trip to the old coun*r\ to
try and find the capital to erect works there
capable of treating low-grade ores. This
gentleman—Mr, Corbould -was not success-
ful in getting the money. Perhaps hon. mem-
bers opposite may be a little res ponS]b-e for
that through theiwr * stinking fish”* cry.

GovernmENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES : Tth are a good
deal responsible.

Mr. RIORDAN: They are a good deal
responsible for the hostility which Mr. Cor-
bould met. We all know that Cloncurry,
when working, gave employment directly and
indirectly to 8000 men.  Copper at the pre-
sent time is SOInCWhOlO about £70 a ton. I
think those mining companies should be made
to man their mines to the fullest _extent,
and that no exemption ghodd be given to
any mining field. It would give cmployment
to quite a number of men if these people
were forced to man the leases as thev should
be manned. People arc holding claims there
in which a peg has never been put. They
could be properly worked by the miners and
prospectors in the area. If one furnace was
taken over, the prospectors could go along,
produce copper, and sell at that price. They
would produce it themselves, and sell it
through the Government. They would then
be getting the full result of their labour. A
good number of men are out of work in the
Cloncurry district. When I passed through
Cloncun} somewhere about March, I think
there were eighty-four men on the ration
list. Those men were receiving 10s. a week
ration allowance. Iad Mr. Corbould been
successful in getting the money to establish
an up-to-date plant there for the treatment
of ore, the Government intended going on
with the construction of the railway line from
Dobbyn to Mount Oxide and down the Gre-
gory River,

We have heard a goocd deal of talk about
giving men employment on irrigation works
istead of giving relief. I think that the
Albert and Nicholson rivers offer the oppor-
tunity for the cheapest irrigation scheme in
Australia. Mr. Calvert made a report some
fwo years ago in vegard to that distriet. I
am very sorry that the mining industry has
sutfered a slump, and that Mr. Corbould was
unsuccessful in raising the momney he went
home to raise. So far as I know, he is still
at home. I hope that before his return he
will be successful. The raising of that money
would give employment to a great number of
men for many years to come.

The men who were waiting for the return
of Mr. Corbould camped along the river.
They were marriecd men and single men, and
they were in receipt of rations to the cxtent
of 10q per week.,  When it became knewn
that 4»;1 Corbould had failed in his mission,
these “‘chaps” at a moment’s notice were told
that they must get on the track. It is not
the fault of the police wheo administer the
relief in the country districts; thev have a
difficult position to deal with, and I think
on all occasions they try to be fair. 1 was
responsible for getting the men in that dis-
trict a 103 ration ticket to start on the road,
instead of the regulation ration ticket which
allows a couple of ounces of tea, 13 oz. of
.sugar, 3 or 4 1b. of beef, and a couple of
loaves of bread. They had to kick off from
Cloncurry on the beat to Dobbyn, somewhere
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about 80 or 90 miles, before striking another
police station or another opportunity of get-
ting rations. The Government gave the 10s.
ration ticket to those who were going to
walk out of it, and in other cases gave rail-
way paszas to the North Coast Railv, ay, where
there was a likelihood of V\'O‘h Hon. mem-
bers opposite sneer at the dole and sneer at
the men who accept the dole. These men
were not going to hang about on a paltry
10s. per week and so much for each child if
it were possible for them to get work.
Quecn;land is not alone in that pos'tion,
every State in the Commonwealth is suffer-
ing, the whole of Europe is suffering, as a
result of the aftermath of the war., We
know that it is not because of the fact that
thue 1s a Labour Government in Queensland.
In other countries where there are no Labour
Governments they are holding their economic
conferences and trying to get over the difli-
culty, and until such time as we are pre-
p‘ue\l to give eredit to the nations that are
bankrupt we are going to have stagnation in
industry and men walking about willing to
work without any right to work. A duty
devolves upon any young country to make
proper provision for the workers in order to
prevent Governments having to provide a
vote of this kind, We do not take enough
interest in our children from the time they
leave school. Children leave school at the
age of fourteen, and if the parcnts are in
any way lax the children arve allowed to run
about looking for work, and no effort is
made by the Government to keep in touch
with them. When a boy leaves school at the
age of fourteen, some endeavour should be
made through the Labour Burecau to place
him in a suitable occupation or some useful
trade, and if it is found that he is not suit-
able for that occupation or trade, the
employer should be responsible for giving
notice to the Labour Bureau, so that he can
be taken back to school or placed in a
secondary school until such time as he can
be placed mn employment which will be found
to be so congenial that he will become a suit-
able and useful tradesman, instead of allow-
ing him to go from shop to shop looking for
work until he eventually becomes disheart-
ened and sickened from getting knocked back
from place to place. The same thing applies
to men who are out of work from time to
time. We know that the workers of Queens-
land are not desirous of going along for

vations., I know them pretty well, and I
know that since the present Government have
been in power there ha: been a big squeal
from the friends of hon. members oppositc.
In the old days they had plenty of Jabour
marching from station to station looking for
work., They were offered “ tucker” on con-
dition that they did a little bit of fencine
or chopped some wood. If they did not <
that they got no rations. It was by that
method that the wages were kept down.

I would like to deal with the position of
the hon. member for Burnett being able to
pick up swagmen in his motor-car. 1 think
it would be a very mean action if anybody
was driving along the road in a car and
passed a man without asking him to have a
ride.  On travelling down  from Gregory
Downs to Camooweal we came across a swag-
man beating along the road, and we asked
him to get up in the car and have a ride to
Camooweal or wherever he was geing. He
said, ** No; he had no intention of getting
in the car; he had never been in one, and
he had plenty of time,”” He said, “ There

Mr. Riordan.]




1160 Supply.

is no hurry; I have got a job to go to in
three months’ time at Barclay Downs, and
I can fill in the time by walking there.”

(Laughter.) Following behind our car was
a car conveying the Attorney-General and
the hon. member for Grenorv They volun-
teered to carry the man’s swag. He said,
* All right; you can takc the swag to the
well about 4 miles on and throw it off.” The
swag was taken; when the car indicated that
it had gone 4 miles, no well could be seen,
and the swag was placed down on the side
of the road. Before the man arrived at the
place the mailman came along, and, seeing
the swag, took it in to Camooweal and
reported that a man was lost and that he
had found the swag. (Laughter.) A motor-
car followed behind, and the swagman was
fom(d into the posulou of having a motor-
car ride for the fir time in bis life.
(Rencv»ed laughter.) The Secrctary  for
Mines is alwayﬂ prcpared to pay attention to
any suggestion made to him by hon. mem-
I think the Government might exploit

the Percyville field. The AMinister will find,
if he looks through the report on that field,
that there are good prospects there. Some
men have got as much as 2 ¢z and 2} oz of
gold. If that field was openced up, men would
get work at the different *“ shows,” and the
field would probably develop. In 1914, or
early in 1915, the Chillagoe Company
intended expleiting this field, and went so
far as to ask Mr. Denham, the then Premier,
for a lecan tc comstruct a railway from the
Etheridge Railway to Percyville. The Den-
ham Government were unsympathetic, and
allowed Chillagee to close down and nothing
was done. Evidently, the Chillagoe Company
were dependent on the Percyville field to give
them a new lease of life. My experience of
Pereyville, from coming into contact with
practical and experienced prospectors, is that
there are prospects of its developing into the
Mount Morgan of North Queeunsland. 1
would ask the Sccretary for Mines to do
something in that direction, and continue the
good work that he has done sirce he has
been a Minister. The Etheridge ficld would
give cmployment to many men ard keep them
from going for relief during slack seasons in
Qucensland.

If we can strike ancther goldfield like
Mount Morgan, Gympie. Charters Towers,
Croydon, or any of those places, we would

be over all our

difficulties in n‘gﬂxd to relief
Ther:

is nothing like a go,dmmo toc get
Queensiand out of her dif xcL.Itlu
[10 p.m.] Gympie saved Queensland at one
time, and on another occasion
Croydon was responsible for saving the State
and saving men from getting relief.  We
know that there always will he a certain
amount of relief req d  while there is
a  hamanitarian  Government in  power.
because there is a certain class who cannot
work., Through some dizablement or other,
they are not At for work,

Mr. Kerr: They can get the invalid
pension thew.
Mr. RIORDAN: I hope my hon. {riend

is never in the position of having to live
on the invalid pension—a pension which since
the cutbreak of the war has been kent at

153, per week.

Mr. Kerr: It is
Mr. RIORDAN: Of course it is not

crough. and yet the hon. member supports
a party which would not increase the pen-

[My. Riordan.
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sion in spite of the high cost of living.
I know that the amount granted in aid of
State children is not a very large one, and
1 wish the Government were in a position
to make a higher grant in that connection.
But they are more generous than the pre-
vious Government, and they have UCV‘ ased
the grant by over 100 per cent. since they
took office. I hope this will be a cmmmqhmg‘
vote, and that next year Quuensm 1d will
be so  prosperous and work so plentiful
that it will not be neccssary to have such
a large amount for this purpose.

Mr. RYAN (Cook): If there is one thing
above another that is remarkable, it is the
fact that hon. members on the Opposition
side have not recognised that this is a
diminishing vote, as hus been pointed out
bx the hon. member for Burke.

Mr. VowrLes: That remains to be seen.

Mr. RYAN: Nobody recognises that fact.

Mr. T. R. Roserrs: The Government
expended £60,000 last ycar more than was
voted.

Mr. RYAN: That was explained by hon.
mesabers on this side, and was due to the
lock-out at Mount Morgau, which made it

i
1

necessary for the Government to spend more
than was voted. I am quite satisfied that

theve ix not a member in this House who has
secn the sights that I have seen in Aus-
tralia. I have seen men standing in queues
half a inile long in Bowke strect, Melbourne,
at. the 8 o'clock rush at night, and the
pmprmtor of tne ostablishment coming out

and ecalling, *“one six. ecleven” and so
ot just as if he were picking wmen to be
shot. I have scen that in my litt'e time.
and I am not an old man. Ilow many hon.
members on the other side have seen such
a thvng How mary mon have seen people
in tflP big cities of Australia going intfo
shops for soup at a penny a time? We do
not see that in Queensland. At least I

wve mnever expericnced it in Queensland
and I hope I rever shall; and, 0 long as
wo have a Labour Goverament in power
in Queensland, we pever will see 1t 1
saw fourpenny feeds in Brizbane before we
came into power, but we do not sce them
now because we give the produssr a fair
return for b products, ard we assure the
worker by arbitration a fair reward for
his labour. so as to enable him to pay a
fair thing for what he gets from those
who produce food for him. I have been
through Australia and have seen these
things. It Is very s:‘xldom that I sec a
swagman on the voad now. whereas once
in Q reensland and other States in Australia,
no matter what railway line you travelled
on. you could se¢ them by the score from
ﬂ1o carriage window. Yon can now travel

om Brisbane to Wallangarra through Too-
W ooml‘a and Warwick, (md it is very seldom
vou sce one swagman goitg aleng. If you
go out West now yeu can sce qh( uem and
other weasonal \\OI]\C:? with their motor
bicyeles travelling along. They arc in a
position to do that through the Labour
Government, and do mnot require to get
relief.

Mr., FrercHER: They

ATr. RYAN: If they arc not in a position
to travel in their own motor cars, they can
hire motors in the shearing districts at so
much per mile.

Mr. FLercHER : Is that not because there is
more wealth circulating?

o

do get it though.
g g
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Mr. RYAN: It is due to the cfforts of this
Government.

Mr. Frercuer: It is the same all over the
world.

Mr, RYAN: It is not the same all over
the world. Relief, we are told, is being
given in Great Britain at the rate of
£3,000,000 a day. There are members on the
opposite side who have been born with silver
spoons in their mouths. I was in a position
on the Darling Downs at one time when one
of those men who were born with silver
spoons in their mouths was employing China-
men to cut burr. Was it any wonder that
our white workers should look for relief under
those conditions?

Mr. FrErcHER: You get some good men
amongst Chinamen, don’t you?

HMr. RYAN: I have met some good China-
men in the far North, but I have met some
very bad white men in the Southern part of
the State. Some hon. members opposite may
not have been born with silver spoons in
their mouths, yet they cannot wunderstand
why any man should want relief. They
want to put him in the same category as
the returned soldiers, for whoss assistance
people are going through the streets with
boxes asking for contributions. It is degrad-
ing to see women on the streets with boxes
appealing for subscriptions. If 1 assist any
cause I give the money direct. I have stated
that it is useless for any one to come to me
with a box; I absolutely put msr foot down
on the practice. The system which allows
women to go to the street corners and ask
for assistance for any object is wrong. That
is more degrading than the  Golden Cas-
ket,”” which I say is a good thing in regard
to the purpose for which it is used. but I
cannot deal with that matter now. The hon.
member for ¥noggera said that no returned
soldier obtained any relief from this parti-
cular department.

Mr., Kerr: I did not say anvthing of the
kind, I asked what percentage of returned
soldiers did receive assistance.

Mr. RYAN: I think the hon. member
made a direct statement, becaure he said
that the returned soldier did not look for this
relief.

The SecreTARY FOR MiNes: And I want
to say that we do not discriminate between
the returned scldier and anyone else in giving
relief.

Mr, RYAN: I understood the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera to say that no returned
soldier obtained reliel from the department.

Mr. Keer: I said very few did,

Mr. RYAN: A good proportion come from
the North, particularly my own district. I
have met returned soldiers and their wives
who have scttled in Brisbane, and, unfortu-
nately, have not done too well. T had occa-
sion to go with a returned soldier and his
wife to the department and see that they
got relief, so that refutes what the hon.
gentleman said. The hon. member for Too-
wong said it was remarkable that no member
on the Government side was ever associated
with a committee or organization that had
for its purpose the Dbetterment of the
returned soldiers, or te find work for them.

Mr. Kerr: Why dor’t you give it a rest?
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Mr. RYAN: There is not a member on
thiz side of the House who is not associated
with some organisation that is doing some-
thing for the returned soldier.

GoverNMENT MEMEERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. RYAN: When the soldiers were away
fighting, their industrial unions fought for
them here and held the beacon up for them.
They kept their dues paid up, and they kept
their conditions up to the standard that they
were before the soldicrs left., When they
carne back they went into the unions again,
and we are still fighting for them through
the industrial unions.

Mz, KERR: Your unions are fighting them
with preference now.

Mr. RYAN: T agree with the hon, member
for Burke that the Secrctary for Mines can
do something to diminish this vote very
much. On account of the condition of the
meat industry and other industries not
associated with mining, it is possible for men
who were engaged in those industries to win
their way back into the mining industry.
We should give them assistance under the
prospecting vote, and it will diminish very
much the vote of £52,000 which is projected
by the Treasurer in this vote.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hcar!

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Pulimba): I am
confident that not a single man on the Oppo-
sition side of the Chamber has fer one
moment taken up the stand that men who
are out of work or who cannct find work
should not receive the necessarics of life from
the Government,

Orrosition MeMBERs: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
who has just resumed his seat spoke about
hon. members on this side who were born
with silver spoons in their mouths. If you
examine the members sitting on this side,
vou will find that most of them have sprung
from tho bottom of the ladder and have had
to work their way up to where they are
to-dax. There may be exceptions, but the
meajority of members on this side have had
te work hard in their time. I have known
myself what it is to be out of a job. There
is nothing so awful for a man as to feel that
he wants work and cannot get it. The real
trouble in Cueensland to-day that the
Government have so confrolled the affairs
of Qucensland that they have taken away
the avenues of employment from many men
who cannot get it to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixes: In what way?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will answer the

hon. gentleman directly. ITon. members
sitting in opposition do .not object to men
who are without food getting it from the
Government, but we say that an employed
man is very much better than an unemployed
mart.

The SECRETARY FOR
that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The better a man
is the more anxious he is to receive work,
instead of receiving what have been called
doles. We have a right to get to the very
foundation of the trouble. The Minister
asked me why I stated that the Government
were responsible, and T will tell him. The
Government have so mismanaged the affairs

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

MiNgs: We all say
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of Queensland that they have created distress
by their repudiation and other methods, and
there has been an indisposition on the part
of pcople to engage In some of those enter-
prises which would find employment for the
people.

Mr. Prase: Why is there so much unem-
ployment in the other States?

Hown. W. H. BARNIES: The hon. member,
who is getting so fond of interjecting that
1 think we shall have to name him the
“ disturber of the peace,” forgets that
Queensland is the greatest State in  Aus-
tralia, and, if the Government had not
created a feeling of want of confidence, not
only inside but also outside Australia, con-
ditions would not be as they are.

Mr. Prasg: The propaganda of your side
has created it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The propaganda
has been the propaganda of an evil name
given to this State by the way the adminis-
tration has been carried out. That is the
cause of the unemployment, and nobody
knows it better than the hon. member in
charge of these Estimates, At the bottom of
his heart he must know that these conditions
have been brought about by the maladminis-
tration of his Government.

The SzcrETARY FOR MINES: No.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: Is it not an awful
advertisement for Queensland that, whilst an
amount of £117,000 was voted last yecar, the
amount spent was no less than £177,0007?

The SecreTary ror Mives : £174,000.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I accept the hon.
member’s own figures. To-day we have a
paper estimate, and it would be wvery
interesting to know how much has been
spent on relief in these last two months of
July and August. Tven herc in this very
House, where we are kecping the staff work-
ing under extraordinary conditions, the
girls who wait upon us in the dining-room
have been retrenched as a result of the bad
management of the affairs of Quecnsland.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS: No.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: I say emphatically
that they have been retrenched, and that
the Labour Government, by reason of their
maladministration of the affairs of Queens-
land, have had to deal in a similar way
with other employees whom they say they arve
out to assist.

Hon. W. FORGAN
firm reduced wages?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: No, I am thank-
ful to say. We have followed the Arbitra-
tion Court in all cases.

Hon. W. ForaaN Smitu: That is what we
have done.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: And here to-night
we are discussing outdoor relief, to the
damage of the life of our workers in Queens-
land, and to the damage of the child-life of
Queensland, which, after all, is the very best
asset we have. Ande yet speakers on the
other side are saying that the position is
due to the delegation.

The SecreTaARY FOR MINES: Quite true.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The delegation
were not responsible. The high ideals which

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

SMITH: Ilas not your
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Queensland originally held were dragged in
the dust by the Premier and hon, members
sitting behind him, and all this led to
destitution in the State.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell): The hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat has
taken upon himself to speak for the two
scctions of the Opposition. He said that nok
one man on the Opposition side has opposed

this vote. Then, why have they been stone-
walling it for two or three days?
Mr. J. Joxes: Why are you stone-

walling it now?

Mr. PAYNE: Because I have a right to
speak. When hon, members opposite have
been stonewalling for two or three days,
surely I have the right to say a few words!
That is the logic of the whole question—
they are not opposed to this vote, consider-
ing there is less on the Estimates this year
than there was last rear, yet they have been
stonewalling it for two or three days.

A gcod deal has been said about the unem-
ployed in Queensiand. The unemplozed ques-
tion is agitating the minds of the best people
in every country to-day. There are more
unemployed in England to-day than there ever
have been in the history of civilisation. There
are morc unemployed in the other States than
in Queensland. Anyone with an ounce of com-
mon sense knows very well that the unem-
ployed situation in this State to-day is the
aftermath of the war. Ilon. members talk
about the bad administration and the bad
laws of this Government., What would they
have the Government do—resort to the geod
old Tory days, when the hon. member for
Bulimba supported a Government who told
the people who were cut of work to eat
grass? The present Government are a
humane Government. There is no doubt
they have spent from this vote more money
than has been ~pent by any other Govern-
ment. I am quite satisfied that the aver-
age man who Is worthy of the name of a
man would socner be emploved than unem-
plored. The Government have gone into
this matter in a very careful way. They
found that, with the high cost of machinery
and materials, they would swamp up in their
purchase all the money available, and as
soon as they started the job the funds would
be exhausted and the work left unfinished
and of no value. Rather than have that
state of affairs, they decided that they would
give to the people sufliciett to keep body and
soul together until times mended and thex
ceuld start works of a reproductive nature
which would continue for some time. What
is the history of the partics sitting in oppo-
sitlon in reference to the unemployed in this
State? Let any man take up ¢ Hansard”
and turn to the debates that toolk place in
the good old Tory days fifteen years ago. He
would find what that class of politician did.
They treated the unemployed worse than the
ordinary man would treat a beast of burden.
The unemployed were told that they would
have to scratch for themselves. They were
not assisted in any way. Whon the Covern-
ment were pinched for money they brought
in a poll-tax, and they always struck at the
man on the lowest rung of the ladder. Now
ther howl about this Government spending

“too much money in feeding men who want

work. I do not believe a word that they say.
I believe that 95 per cent. of the men who
are out of work to-day who are physically fit
and capable would much sooner be at work
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than getting relief from this or any other
Government, It is all moonshine for Oppo-
sition members to tell the Government that
they are creating an army of leafers. 1 think
it would take a good deal of dole to make
the average Australian workman a loafer. I
admit there is a certain number of men
in the community, especially round the
large centres of population, who have never
done a useful day’s work in their lives.
A small percentage in the community will
always be men of that type. I am satistied
that the Opposition have said very unkind
things about the rank and file of the workers
of this State. Such statements should not
have been made by men worthy of the namo
of men. They called the workers of this
State loafers. Ther said that they would
sooner take doles than do a usefnl day’s
work. They are saying what is not correct.
If they had a spark of manhood in them
they would not talk about the wealth pro-
ducers of this State like that. The workers
of this State made it pos:ible for men like the
hon. member for Bulimba to build up large
businesses in this State. Men went out into
the back country and blazed the track and
made it posible for some hon. members oppo-
site to sit back in comfortable poxitions. To-
day they come here and they call those men
loafers. It is time that the workers of
Australia woke up. Do hon. mambers oppo-
site agree with the Fuller Government? Are
they satisfied with what that Government are
doing ¥ Compare the treatment meted out
to the workers in New South Wales with the
treatment meted out to them in this State!
Hon. members opposite are silent. Do they
imagine that the workers of this State are
going to take notice of what they say? They
agree with what the Fuller Government are
doing with the workers of New South Wales.
They agree with what all Tory Governments
have dene. Only for the workers’ organisa-
tions throughout Queensland the workers
would be back to the good old days of 1891,
when the employers would not give the
ordinary bushman liberty to travel along the
road. I know full well what the politicians
did in 1891, and I know full well what they
would do to-day if they could get on the
Treasury benches. They are here trying to
slobber to the workers of Queensland; but,
if the workers of Queensland are going to
be doped with the stuff I have heard during
the last forty-eight hours from the Opposition
benches, they will get all they descrve.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory)., who was
received with Opposition laughter on rising,
said: 1 am surprised at the amousnt of levity
displayed by hen. members opposite. When
an hon. member rises to address a few
remarks on an important vote like this he
should be shown a certain amount of respect.

Mr. Vowrrs: Why does the hon. member
not zive the Minister a chance?

Mr. POLLOCK : If the Minister wants to
reply I have no objection.

At 10.30 p.m..

The CHAIRMAN said: TUnder the pro-
visions of Standing Order No. 307, I will
now leave the chair and make my report
to the House.
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The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress.

The resumption of the Committee was
mada an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

WATER POWER BILL.
INITIATION.
IHox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): 1
beg to move—

“That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to make
better provision for the wutilization of
water for the purpose of gererating and
providing electrical energy and water
power, and for purposes incidental
thercto and consequent thercon.”

The leader of the Opposition called “ not
formal” to this motion no doubt with the
object of getting information as to the
scope of the Bill. The Bill provides for
the proper control of hrdro-electric pro-
positions in Queensland. The Government
recognise that there are likely to be develop-
ments in that direction in various parts of
Queensland, and it is proposed to provide
the machinery for the creation cf Boards
by Orders in Council to control these opera-
tions. The functions of the Boards are
properly set out in the Bill and are con-
trolled in the public iuterasts.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): The reason I
called ¢ not formal” was to get some infor-
mation as to the objects of the Bill. T would
like to know from the ZIlinister whether
it is proposed to grant a monopoly of the
business.

The Hon. W. Torgan SurreE: No. The
authority is somewhat similar to the
authority to grant power for electric light-
ing and such like.

Me., VOWLES: Is it the idea to grant
avthority to local authorities?

Hon. W. Foreax SumitH: Yes,

Question put and paszed.

PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS BILL.
INITIATION.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): 1 beg to
move:

“That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itsclf into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to provide for
the constitution of boards representing
growers of specified commodities and to
confer powers on a board so constituted
with respect to the marketing of the com-
modity for which it has been constituted;
and for other consequential purposes.”

1 think you ruled, Mr. Speaker, that this was
10t the stage at which to dizcuss Bills, but
as the leader of the Opposition called * not
formal  to' the motion, I might briefly
explain that the object of the Bill is to give
the Government power to do by proclamation
what they have done by special Acts in the
case of the wheat pool and the cheese pool.
It will save the necessity for passing a

Hon. W. N. (illies.]
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special Act. The banana-growers of the
State have asked for a pool, and at present
a ballet is being taken amongst the banana-
growers, and the neccssary percentage of the
growers express their desire to have a pnoi
and the Government think it is npececssary
under the circumstances, They will have
power to do so under this Bill without pass-
mg a special Act for that purpose. The
same will apply to other commodities.

Mr. Morean: Will this apply to meat, if
neecessary ?

The SuCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. VOWLES (Daiby): The Minjster is
now asking for powers which he could have
got by an amendment which was moved by
the Opposition when the Wheat Pool Bill
was before the Chamber last session. V

The SpcreTsrY ¥OR  AericrnTrr:: The
amendment moved last session was ot in
order.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 10.35 p.n.





