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FRIDAY, 1 SEPTEI'iiBER, 1922. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. IV. Bm·tram, Jiare• 
took the chair at 11 a.m. 

SUPPLY. 

ltESDIPTION OF COThlllHTTEE-SrxTH "\LLOTTED 
DAY. 

(c>Ir. Kil'lran, Brisbane, in th:: chair.) 

HmrE SECRETARY's DEPARTTh!EXT. 

OUTDOOR HELIEF. 

Question dated-
" That £52.072 be granted for ' Out

duor lteljef ' ,-,_ 

Mr. T. R. HOBERTS (East Toozcoomba): 
I should 1 ike some explanation from tho 
1Iinicter of the difference between the vote 
.!a•t year of £117,702 and the much reduced 
vote of £52,072 this yc:or. Some expla1~atwn 
is ncccs3ary, particular!} because I ~hmk. 1t 
will be found from the Treasurer's Fman01al 
Tabks that the amount actually spent last 
y··ar Y, as not le~s tha11 £11 LOr'O. Son1c 
remarks were made last night as to the 
anticipation of the Government of better 
times and a reduct!OJJ HI unemployment. 
Peuonall v, I think there may be other 
.rL-,u~:wns for this reduction in the vote. We 
.have on the business.papcr a.n L.:ncmployed 
\rorkers' Insurance Bill, and. perhaps, t~e 
Uc,vel'nmcnt arc anticirmting that they. w!ll 
bu able to deal under that measure w~th a 
.large body of people who are now receivmg 
benefits under this vote. 

I would also like to know from t.he Min
iotcr the number of p1·osecutions that h.ave 
J.oeon instituted during the yea.r agamst 
nersvns who haYo been receiving rnoney frorn 
this vote and the number of convictions. 

l\Ir. BR.i.J'\D (Burrum): Like the hon. 
L•ernber for East •roowoomba, I tlnnk some 
.~·xplanation is needed on the amount of the 
voto this year, seeing that last y~ar the 
arnonnt actually spont \Vas appro~rmatel_y 
£177,000. The Government arc asln_ng th1s 
year for one-third of the amount wh1c.h. was 
·actually expended last year,, and the M1mster 
has not given any explanabon as to why the 
amouut asked for IS so low. Frorn our 
-observations and knowledge, .and fro"!' the 
reports which we read regardmg the mdus
trial position to-da.y. we can say that ther.e 
is not going to be any decrease dunng th1s 
,-oar in the amount of unemployment. 
:c:ertainly, at the present time, because of 
the sugar harvesting op:rations, a large 
nnmbor of n1en -who previously were une~~ 
p1oyed are recf'iving work, ~ut the. b;g 
'bulk of the canocutters to-day "1ll rema1~ m 
Queensland when t.he harvesting operatwns 
·laYe been completed. 

:11r. I'E•SE: No; they do not. 

~,lr. BRAND: There am not a, many com
mg- from other State' as. thc·rc Wf'l'C formerly. 
\':'hen the cane harYt7ting operations cease, 
WC shall hctYO the same amount of unerploy
nJOnt as exhtPc1 last :rear, and It ''·IL uccd 
the CXlJcnditnre of approximately the same 
<~mount o-f mon0y. rThe _August nu~~1ber. of 
the " Queensland I'!dus.tnal Ga.zette, . wh1ch 
is the latest pubhcatwn of that JOurnal, 
contains reports from union secrctanes 
t hronghout Queensland which show that there 
is a considerable number of unemployed still 

in the State. The opinions of thooe people 
proye that the prosp·ccts are not good for 
c·mploymont in Queensland. They have re
ported that th('y have something like 2,074 
,.,"''-; of nncmplo:;-nd on their books. . In 
ycMcrduy's paper there \Vas a report stahng 
that there i8 likely to be a further increase 
of ZOO nv.n in the number of unemplo,·ed. 
due to the closing- down of thP Lake's Crc•ek 
rncatvrork~. \Yh~~n you add to tho.sQ £-lgun_•s 
the numLer· of non~unioni::ts \Yho arc UlH'In

plo;, ed, and those ·who follo-,\- occupations not 
cc,ver·C'd by awards. you \Yill 1ind that ·." c 
havp in QuC'enslaiJJ to~dav ~on1lthi11g like 
3,000 to 4,000 men who are unemployed. If 
each of those receiYf'S outdoor rpljcf it will 
mean the expenditure of something like 
£1,000 a week, and if the state of affairs got 
n.l worse, we would expend the vote during 
the year. The Cairns report says that t.ho 
prospects are not good; so does tho Clon
c·m·I·,- report. The Gladstone report stateo 
that they are not bright, and that from Ips· 
wich that thev are bad. In almost every 
instance these ·reports from union secretaries 
point out that the prospects of employment 
arc bad. \Vhen the cane crushing is com
pleted thousands of people will be unem
ployed: ancl despite the fact that the Go
Yernmcnt arc a.bDut to launch out in large 
railway construction undertakings, they will 
not be ablo to absorb the men who will be 
unemployed. vVe regret exceedingly that 
it i~; nccP~sarv to ha YO even such an amount 
as £52.072 piacocl on the Estimates for out
door relief, but it must be admitted that 
nncmployment is reaily tho result of the 
administration of the Government in power . 

Mr. W. Coopr:n : Piffle r 

}lr. BRAXD: Hon. nwmbc•rs opposite 
have proved it. " Hansard " show-s that the 
Labour party, when in opposition, stated that 
it y;as the dutv of the Government to look 
after the unen1plo,·ed. I "ill quote what 
orP of their eminent rncn said in 1914. 'vhpn 
another Government were in power, and 
when tho amount placed on the Estimates 
fo;· outdoor relief "as only something like 
£3.343 for twelve months. l\Ir. Lennon 
said-

"I \Yant the Trea.,urcr to understand 
that unemployment is worse than the 
bubonic plague or smallpox. It is worse 
than any disease that anvonc crtn nanH~. 
l:Jnemplo;·nwnt is the cur-;_e of th" >vork· 
ing classes. It is the duty of the Govern
ment to do everything· the0' po·ssibly can 
to a>·ert the di"aster of unemployment to 
a very largo degree in Queensland." 

Mr. Lennon definitelv said that it was thB 
duty of the Go,-erm~ent to do everything 
possible for the unemplo:-:ed. All the pre· 
sent Government are doing for the un(~m
ployed is to deflate men in the Public SPnice 
and then offer them rations to the extent 
of 5s. per week. Five shillings per "·eek is 
not ,~ufficient to keep a man propt~rly fit 
eo that he can work >vhen he obtains employ
ment. These men~ who are receiving rations 
»·ill not be in an e!liciPnt state to perform 
work when thev get it. The Governmpnt are 
uot doing all 'they possibly can to provide 
relief. In 1915, shortly after the Labour 
party camo into office the hon. m0mbcr for 
Bo\ven said-

" He regretted very much that thev 
had to distribute outdoor rehcf in a StatP 
like Queensland, hut he was convin:r•d 
that so long as thcy had productiOn 

JJ!I r. Brand.] 
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for gam mstcad of plDduf'tlOn for use, 
so long would thcv have to g1Ye outdoor 
relief.'' 

ll<lYe not t.ho Governn1ent been in po~" Cl' 
for so1nethinc like eight cars, ancl haYe they 
110t tried to buy the fan1H~rs' produ.c2 for use 
and not for profit? rrhcrc is rnore un~·mploy~ 
ment in (~ucensland to-<hy than ever existed 
previously. 

l.Ir. W. CoOPER: No. 

;\1r. Bl:L\J'\D: The hon. member for Bo\Yen 
furthm· stated-

" They would have to c0ntinuc the 
system as long as they remained under 
the prc~ent social conditions. Ile re· 
gretted the arguments used by the leader 
of tho Opposition, who pointed 0ut that 
the number of nersons \vho received out~ 
door relief \YOl~ld increase." 

The tlven leader of the Opposition recognised 
that under the administration of the Lab0ur 
Govcrnrncnt unen1ployment vyas certainly 
going to increase, and, unfortunately, that 
has been proved. 'l'hrough0ut Australia, 
wherever the Labour party ha 1 been in 
pcnn~r, there ha) alway~ been an increase in 
unemployment. 

)fr. FoLEY: Hmv dou the hon. member 
account fm· unempl0yment in anti-Labour 
StatcJ? 

i\Ir. BRAND : The hon. member for Bowen 
further stated-

'' How could the Governn1ent bo respon
sibl8 for what hacl taken place in J\Iay 
or June. That was the effc>ct of the past 
Governinents, and the present distre5'" 
was the efioct of past Governments. 
. . . How c0uld they right the wrong 
of f'onturics in lcos than a s-ession of 
Parliament? It was impossible for them 
to do it. They were going step by step, 
and if, after they had been in power for 
three vears, the same ntunbcr of persons 
hacl to get relief, it would then be the 
duty uf the Opposition to criticise them.'' 

On the statement of the hon. member fm· 
B0wen it is the duty of the Opposition to 
criticise the Government. I agree with the 
hnn. n1en1ber that, if a Govornn1ont are in 
uower for three years and camwt relieve 
uHerr1p1ovn1ent. thov descry.) to be criticised: 
and the" people should exerciP their right 
at the ballot box and remove them from 
ofiice. Only a few 'veeks ago the Pren1ier 
in Townsville stated that no man worthy 
of being called a man sh0uld receive rations. 

The PRE:\IIER: I did not. I said that no 
able-bodied man should hflve to receive 
rations. 

Mr. BRAND: The unfortunate able-bodied 
men cannot get w0rk. Are they to starve? I 
n:drr1it that, so long as they arP out of ,,V"ork, 
we must provi-de them with sufficient food to 
ena.ble them to exist. 

The PRE}IIER: The hon. gentleman is 
n1akil1g a "Ycs-Ko" spe~·Ch. 

r,Ir. BRAND : T0-dw: that able-bodied 
rna~1 whon1 the Premier spoke of only a fc\v 
wc•eks ago is unable to get v: ark, and the 
Pren1icr cannot find him \York. despite tho 
fact that he is borrov;,,ing 1nillions of pounds 
to relieye unemployment. "Gnemplo:-ment 
has been largely brought about as a re· ult 
of the policv that thc partv opposite have 
been trying to put into operation in Queen··-

[Jfr. Brand. 

land. It i., a p0licy that is not de .tined to 
bring- about a stabilised C<mdition 0! thing-; 
in this State. vVe know that the GDvern
ln(•.:.Jt nro continually hara~ .ing indu::;try 111 
Queun J.and. They <:n·e CC?ntiLuou~l.v inlpo:-.
iilg little pi11priek:; to harass industry, w!th 
the rem! t that people arc not dispc sod to 
enter into undedaking:-5 that \Yould giYo 
Pm1doyrncnt to a large uurnbcr of n1en~ 
b cause there is no stability in industry. 
Thls cu1 ') 1Jl pClTJCtual lea '-'O pol ;cy is abo 
the cause of unernplo_ynront. 

The CH"UR:\IAX: Order ! I hope hon. 
merubers ·will endeavour to koop their reinarks 
, trict1 v to the vote under discussic.n. If we 
arc g:oin~~ to have a gun0r:d discussion on 
the Goverr;ment's policy, l do not know 
\ h0re it \vill end. The ho:n. n1en1bcr n1ust 
confine his remarks to the question of out
door relief and the administration thereof. 

:'llr. BRJ,J'\D: I accept your ruling, Mr. 
Chairman, but I wa, endeavouring tD 
show that the policy followed by this Govern
ment has Jed to unemployincr1t ar!d hns 
caused the necessity for this large expcLdi
turc on outdoor relief. I adrnit that th. 
::.Iinistcr in charge of the vote has a dut:,~ 
to perfnrn1 to the people. I do 1.:ot know 
whether he is of the opinion that this 
expenditure on ~ utdoor relief should go 011 
for all time, or whdher he, as the ropre
;;:entativo of the Goyernn1en.t, relog·nises that 
Fornething should be donu to relieve the 
t:.xpaycrs of Queensland 0f haYing CDntinu
all v to find wch a large sum of money t0 
provide relief for those unfortunate people 
who cannot get work. In order to prevent 
such a large expenditure for this purpose, the 
_i_\linister: should seriously <~Jnsider the advisa· 
bility of entering into such undertakings 
which will provide that tho.:,o \vho receive 
outdoor relief shall giYe s0me return for 
\vhat they rccciYe. It is not right tha.t any 
person in the community, more particularly 
the ··ingle men, shrndd receive sun1cthing 
from the Government and giyo nothing iv 
return, and I \Vould rccomrncHd the ::\Iinister 
to "stabJi,h depots in which goo.l food and 
gooJ clothe'~ are provided for n1en out of 
cmploynwnt, aPd which will see that they 
perfonn son1e \<·ork in return for what they 
recciYe. He could devote his energies 
towarc!J entering on a system 0f partly 
ready-made farnu; and en1ploy th(·'5e 1nen to 
get the land ready. I notice by the "Indus
trial Gazette" that all clacoes of w0rkers are 
unemployed, including cooks, bakers, A.W.U. 
men1bers, cngineet.~s, carpenters, plumbers, 
and others. 

Tho SE''RETARY FOR ;\liNES: Unemployment 
is not confine-d to this State. 

llfr. BRAJ'\D: The Goyernment should go 
iu for the system of establishing partly 
ready-made farms, and the men at these 
rkp6t.• should be given p1·efcrence in the 
taking up 0f those farms, s0 that they would 
!Jf',conw solf-suppmting. I trust that the 
Illini.-ter will eYolve a scheme like this, which 
will reduce the expenditure in connection 
with relief and bo a gr<:'at benefit to the tax
payer. During the period iu "·hich Labour 
ha" been in power in Queensland t '\1e vote 
has increased from £5.870 t.J £177,000 last 
year. Hon. mcmberc oppcsite haYe not ful
ftllod the promises they mado when they 
w,_re in opposition, that they ,vouk1 do '"omc
thing to bring about a stato of affair:c that 
would result in less relief being needed. 
Will the Minister explain why the Govern-
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ment are only asking for an apprDpriation of 
£52,072, when they r,pent £177,000 last 
year! 

The SECRt:TARY FOR rvle,ES : In due course. 

l\lr. BRAND: I submit that the reason 
wh the amount is noY.' rcdncc-J is becau,,e 
thee Gm·ernment wish to pnt a better com
plexion on the state of affairs and to lead 
the people to believe that the position is 
O.K. They do not kncm· whether they ma:>· 
not be- facing an eleetiou in a few \Yeeks, and 
they want to be able to .say to the people 
that they aro now spPnding lc~~s on rel1::_·f 
than they were before. ·we find that last 
year, \Yhilc· the:/ onh· appropriated £117,000. 
th(:, spent £GJ,OOO over that amount. This 
yf: ;tr the~~ aro <Fe king fnr an appropriation 
of onlv £52,072; but the.· \Yill perhaps spend 
£150,v<JO more than th.•y are appropriating. 
I hope tho Minister will explain ,,-h_v this 
:3lna11cr appropriation is b--:ing ask-ed for, and 
whcth 'r it is bein:s done j11 order to pq.t a. 
good cornplexion on tht• state o: affairs and 
lead the people to think that things arc not 
a,, bad a::; thoy are. 

::\Ir. PEASE !Hcrbc;·tl: 1 \Yi,h to correct 
some of the statements" m»do bv the hon. 
member for Burrum, In the first place, 
with regard to canecutten•. the hon. member 
said that it was not true th.,t they v·ent South 
after the seasolJ. I an1 going to refer to 
\Vhat lHr. Brenan, the renresentative of the 
Colonial. Sug_ar Refining ~Company, said in 
the ArbitratiOn Caurt the other da \". He 
said that, generally, as ~Don as ihe ~season 
was oYer, the white workers \\','nt South. It 
was very difficult to get them to stay. 

Mr. J'vloRGAX: Some of them may have 
done. 

:,Ir. PE .. \.SE: In that ease, i\-Ir. Drcnan 
wanted to prove that he could not get whito 
workers \vhen the srasc .. n \\'as OYer. The 
hon. n1ernbcr for Burrllln. hccausL' he wants 
to put his own construction on the matter, 
tries to make out that the white \Yorkcrs do 
not go South. I am also going to quote the 
ron1arks of l\Ir. \Yatson, of the Chan1bor of 
.J,Iaunfactures, ·who is a r"cognised authority 
on these rnattcrs, and ho is certainlv not a 
supporter of the Labour party. At a' deputa
tion of rcturnnd Fioldier'!, in con1:1ection with 
unemployment, 11r. \Vatson had this to sa·:-

"As fast a~ we place our uncmploy~d, 
other,, arnye fron1 Southern Statr:-3.'' 

The Qaeensland Labour Government is the 
only Go\·emmcnt in Australia which is trying 
to cope with the unemplo:,·ment situation. As 
the Homo S'eerctary, in the able address 
whjd1 he ~avc la'"~,t f<t;,.:;}on on these E3ti
Jnatc8, poir~tcd out, tlw exi~bng uncmploy
tnent is ab'3olutely the re_ :ult of the vn1r. 
The hon. mcrnber for Bu1Tun1 twitted the 
hon. member for Bow<'n and other hon. 
n1ernbcrs on this side with haYing said \vhen 
they were in opposition th•Lt they would deal 
with the i:ijtuation when they got into po1ver, 
but the hen. mcmb~r did not sav that the 
war has occurred sinl'e then. ~The hon. 
member for Burrum aho quoted the "Inch"· 
trial GnzetJ.e." 1 arn gcing to refer to sonlc
thing in the last issue of the "Industrial 
Gazette," which is well worthv of considerr.· 
tion bv hen. rnen1berP. I1; is ··nointed out in 
that isme that tho world's 1·ec~gnioed autho
ritic·~ state that the uneinp1oyment sjtuation 
is entirclv the aftermath of the war. \Vo 
also ha Ye. to remember that, when the Honw 
Senctary intrDcluced thoso Estimates last 
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_vear, he pointed out that the hig-)-mlk of 
the n1onev was not given to n ble-bou1ed men, 
but to rl1othcrs and children, particularl~, 
childr('n \vho \Yero left as orphal!s. The 
1noncv '''as al~o given to dcstitntG rc·turned 
solclidrs. What is' the position of the soldier 
to-dav' Sin<·" he has come back he has l,een 
:-crap[led. There is no doebt about that. If 
anyone goes down to the Returned Soldi~rs' 
Bureau ho will see the number of sold1ers 
'' ho are DUt Df work. 

1lr. J\foRGAK: Your Government arc 
responsible for that. 

}fr. PEASE: The soldiers have been 
scrapped, th('re is no doubt about that. 

~\lr. \l OV,"LES : The Co\ ,~rnrr1cnt \vill not 
giYo work to a returned ~~llclicT. 

::\lr. PEASE: We ha1 e given more work 
to mwmployed men than any other State in 
Au~tralia, and I arn going to proYe it. 

0PPOSITIO~' J'vJE~,JBERS interject'ng, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I hope hon. 
members will obey my call to order. I must 
ask hon. members on my left to respect my 
call to ord ·:r. \Ve have got until half-past 
10 o'clDek to-night to discuss this vote. I 
hope hon. m em bcrs will restrain themselves 
and give their observations on the different 
Yotes in the proper way, and they will find 
t.hat tl111t is much more effectiye than by 
n1aking interj cations. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Too1coornba): I rise to 
a point of order. I think that the leader 
Df the Opposition should be made to with
draw that remark that the Government will 
not employ a returned man. 

The CHAIRMAN: '!.'here is no point of 
order. 

Mr. DREKNAN: It is quite untrue, anyhow. 

Mr. YOWLES: It is true. 

Mr. PEASE: I ha\'e an extra.ct here from 
t-he meeting of the returned soldici's, which 
rcttds-

" Mr. A. ,J. Russell, employment 
officer, said t.hat hundreds of returned 
men were being attracted to Queensland 
by the ' Distressed Diggers' Fund.' A 
wirelccq has gone throughDut the Com
rnonwealth a1nong 'Diggers' that money 
for nothing was to be had in Brisbane." 

The favourable situat;on in Queensland has 
be?.n made SD by this Government going on 
with developmental work. 

l\Ir. MORGAN: Show u~ where the GDvern· 
ment have gone on with developmental work. 

Mr. PEASE : If the hon. gentleman likes 
to come with me I can show him where 
there are 3,000 men emplo:·cd on railway 
construction works whD were not employed 
in January. 

Mr. VowLEB: I suppose they are in your 
electorate? 

Mr. PEASE: No; they are working 
throughout Queensland. \Vc have men 
coming here from other State., looking for 
work. The lwn. membu for \Vindsor said 
last night thnt any men in Queensland ''ho 
really wanted work CDuld ~;et it. I came 
p>bt t.he Returned Soldien;' Dure~u yester
day. and I saw hundreds of able-bodied mm• 
there willing and anxious to work, but they 
could noi; get it. 

l\ir. MORGAN: .More sharce to your Govern
ment. 

Mr. Pease.] 
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Mr. PEASE: More slmmc to the would-be 
patriots who induced these men to go to the 
other side of the world, and then, when they 
came back, slung them on the scrap heap. 

GovEmniEKT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PEASE: I will give you the com
ments of a Sydney paper on the present 
situation-

" T,here are thousands of young men 
who wont to the "ar, spent years on 
senicc, and have never learned to work. 
Stmngcly enough, t<:>o, mo"t of them got 
married during the war pcri')d, 'vhon 
rea.dv ca·h was fairiv abundant. They 
now· provide the most prominent figure's 
in the ranks of the unemployed. They 
are improvident, unfortunate, bnt the; 
have to be reckoned ''"ith in future 
natjonal affairs." 

The hon. member for Burrum said t.hat the 
unemployment existed only in Queensland. 
As a mat~cr of fact, it exists all over the 
world. The first act ol the Fuller Govern
ment, which replaoed the Dooley Govern· 
ment in i'\ew South \Vales, was to 
appropriate £100,000 for tho relid of the 
UllL"mployed in Now South \\'ales. 

i\1r. VOWLES: They >voro the unomploc·ed 
left by the other Government. 

!Hr. PEASE: It was a New South Wales 
Gm·crnment. \Vhat have we got to do with 
it? 

Mr. 1IoRGA~: You have more unemployed 
in proportion. 

At 11.28 a.m., 

Mr. DUKST.iX (G,IItn2Ji:), on' of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relin·ed the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. PEASE: I have another article hero 
which shows the position of the unemployed 
in Victoria. It says-

" The cold weather adds to t.ho priva
tions of the unemployed, increasing 
daily. Hopefully, 400 or so, as"emblo 
outside the Trades Hall every morning." 

\Vhcro do these men go to when they want 
t•J get relief in Victoria? They do not go 
to the Victorian Tory Government. 'l'hey 
go to the Trades Hall. Hon. gentlemen 
oppoBi te decry the poor unfortuna to unem · 
played in Victoria. If they go to the Vic
torian Go,·ernment they get nothing, so they 
go to the 'Trades Hall, which does something 
fot them. This is what a Tory paper says 
about the unemployed in Victoria-

" The officials of the Trades Hall are 
determined to do something to alleviate 
distress, and an unemployed committee 
and emplo0·ment bureau are being 
planned. The Press offers poDr consola
tion in the publication of sordid facts ir, 
connection with prevailing condition;,, 
evoking any amount of Fympathy, but 
nothing n1ore effective.'' 

Jl.lr. JI.IORGAN: ·what is the name of that 
paper? It is taken from a La.bour paper. 

Mr. PEASE: No; 1t is not. 

Mr. MoRGAX: Well, gi>·e us the name of 
the paper. 

Mr. VoWLES: And give us the date. 

Mr. MORGA:"\ (Jiurilla) : I rise to a point 
of order. Our Standing Orders provide 
that, when quotations are read, they must 
be laid on the table. That quotation should 
b'' laid on the table. 

[.MT. Pease. 

:\Ir. PEASE: \\'ell I '"ill quote from thG 
';Brisbane Courier." Follo1\·inrr on that 
deputation, this is what happened at a coH
fcrcnce of en1plo~\ crs and mnployces, as 
reported by the " Courier"~ 

'' TJNE~.IPLQY).IEXT. 

" ABORTIVE C'O~FERDICE. 

"}fclbourne, Friday.~Serics of con
fen•ncL·:· bctwc0n reprC':o:-:ontatiYos of thP 
Trades I-Iall Cou11cil and Employers' 
Federation to trv aiHJ arriYe at son10 
solutiou of the ~memploymnnt problem 
ha. Ye> proYccl n bortiY{', 

" The President of the Council (:\Ir 
Hollov. ay) blamed the C·':isting syctem of 
con1pctitiYo bargaining fen' the present 
state of :tffairs. The only thing he crmld 
~ugg'. ···t \Ya::; a really scientifir sy,,tcrn ot 
1llll'nlployn1cllt insurancp \\·jth work so 
n~gnlatcd that there would Le son1cthing 
like l'f''\'ular employment for all. Tht• 
first charge for u11ornployn1cnt J·elief 
should be on the industrv concerned. If 
an jnsnrancc schcrrlP \Yas V introduced. and 
a subsidy vvas necessary the Goyu·n:Inent. 
and not the IYOrkcr, shonld pay the suL· 
sidy. Ile thought the Queensland sy;Jem 
was the only one IYhich 1vould mePt with 
the 'l'!C"cn·al of organi· eel labrour in Yic
torjn. 

"The Chairman (JI.lr. Ashwood), Presi· 
dent of the Employers' Federation. said 
thr' Trades Hall representatives had to 
make up their minds \rhetlwr the,- would 
adopt an C'Yolntionary or l'CYollitionary 
1ncntal attitudr. 

" The rrrado-- 1-Iall l'ClH'C3cmtatiYC:i. in 
their rt'ply. submitted fchemeo for 
national unemployment insurance, 
workers' corn pens,, tion, tnothcrhoocl 
cnclo,ymcnt. and tho erection of worker•' 
hou~es. ' If you and ;\~our colleagues .are 
prepared to stand for national srhcn1c:;; 
of this character.' thcv wrote the 
employers, ' then we will. be pleas~d to 
co-operate with you, and have th01n n1acle 
ln 'iV. If you ca11not sco your way clear 
to do so, then we do not think it >Yill 
;o:.orYe any usefnl purpose ~.o go .any ftn
ther with the confcrcnc••.' 

·· Th(: {'f!Iplo~vcr~ decl in0d to take part 
in furthe1 rliscu~5;ion ·." 

That is what is happening· in Victoria. I do 
not want to b' a carping critic of -Vi< torin. 
I rcaEs·e. as is pointed ont in n11 article in 
our '' Industrial Gazrttr." that the uncn1-
ployment problem is world wide. It cannot 

be eo h·ed by Q 1ccnsland or by 
[11.30 a.m.] Yictmia. It is certain]:· th0 

opinion of anyone >Yho think' that 
our Goverl111l{'nt haxe dono en~rything po:;;
siblc to cope with it hero. \Ve haYc been 
twitted about the men who have beeH placed 
in vvork: we ha Ye been asked where they arc. 
Since the 1st January this year. 3,000 have 
been placed in work at raih ay comtruction. 
The Gm·crnmcnt haYe gone in for a develop· 
n1cnt schcn1c in the Burnett r1istrict, than 
which no better has ever bce·.1 twoh·od in 
Australia. \Yhcn the railwav construction j, 
finished, it is intended to p~tt men to >mrk 
ou the farms; bnt whatever is done by the 
GoYPrnment, the position is intensified by 
the fact that employers will nnt stand up 
t.o their responslbilitios. It was nec·essary a 
while ago for the Australian \Vorkcrs' 'Cnion 
to approach the Arbitration Court on behalf 
of the canecuttors in the Northern division 
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0f the State with a request fDr preference to 
.their rnen1bers as against coloured labour, as 
the following report will show:-

" Mr. IIyncs, representing the Aus
tralian 'Workers' Union, read an affidavit 
by C. Cook, Australian "-orkers' Union 
organiser at Innidail, to the effect that 
seven Hindoos were emplo~ ed by a South 
J ohnstone grower supplying firewood to 
the mill, and four kanaka". \Vith the 
exception Df two gangs, woodcutters for 
Mourih-an mill were :\Ialavs_ At the 
Colonial Sugar Refining mili at Goondi, 
£iye kuuakas \vero in ono carnp and eleYen 
J apanose in another, cutting wood for 
the mill. He knew of onlv one returned 
soldier cutting wood for GoDndi. 

" Mr. Brcnan, advocate for the Colo
nial Sugar Refining Cornpa:1y, adrnitted 
that they had a numbct vf J ar.ancse and 
kanaka• so employed. 

"The President of the Court asked. 
' \Vhat inconvenience would it be to your 
<'ornpany to give preferencQ to returned 
soldiers and the Australian \Vorkers' 
Union? 

'' }lr. Brcnan replied, ' The members of 
the Australian \Vorkere' l;nion '1nnot 
refrain from going on ::trikc. \Ye rely 
largely upon J apancse for our iirc·,yood 
snpply.'" 

:\Ir. Vo\\-LES: Arc they more reliable than 
white rnen '? 

Mr. PEASE : That is the position in the 
North. We find that the farmer who is 
making a good dea-l oat of the sugar indus
try is not cn1ploying white 'vorkcr"'. 

I shoul-d like to quote a little from this 
article in the ' Industrial Gazette" on unem
ploymfcnt. It is a very fine article, and I 
commend it to the attention of every member 
of the Opposition. It states that unemploy
ment has reached a world-wide state of acutc
ness. and quotes an article from the " \Yorld's 
\Vork" of July this year, from which I make 
the following extracts : ~ 

"The situation in Great Britain at 
present is a record of unemployment. 

"The annual a;-erage percentage of 
unemployment is 16.3 per cent.; the 
ncarC'st. point to this was in 1879-11.4 
per cont. 

"The Stato Insurance Fund of Great 
Britain has had to harrow heaYilv from 
the Treasury to cope with the position. 

" Several local authorities in Great 
Britain have lately declared themselves 
bankn1pt, the cost of poor relief being 
more than they could bear. 

" Groat Britain has made greater 
efforts in tho way of relieving unemploy
ment than other countries, but it is 
feared the methods now in force must 
break down. 

" In the final analysis, the unemployed 
question is a currency problem, and the 
legacy of t,he war. Tho real solution 
ran only be in co-operation between the 
nations, leading to a mutual cancellation 
of war indebtedness. No single country 
acting alone can. solve this problem, and 
no country can Impose a solution how
ever benefici"l, npon tho other coun'tries." 

That is the situation we experience in 
Queensland. It does not m>ttter what we 
do in Queensland or what is done in any 
of the <Jther States in Australia. If a can
cellation of the war debts is not made, a 
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proper solution will never be arrived at; 
anybody >vho takes the trouble to think out 
the situation must realise the truth of that 
statement. But in Queens! and. as Mr. 
\Yntwn, the Pruidcnt of tho Chamber of 
l\lanufactures-an able man 'vho .does not 
stand for Labour-is fair enough to admit, 
we have to cope with the unemployment of 
Australia, because of our peculiar con
ditions. According to the Opposition, any
one wouhl think that any man could go to 
the Bureau and. get a dole, but that is not 
so. I can give hon. members an instance of 
>tn unemployed man which was brought 
before me onlv the other dav. A man was 
employed for years in one of"tho largest jam 
hctorics in Australia. li<> started in Vic
toria, and came to Queensland to open up 
business for his firm, and he did good busi
ne>-; here for them. The factor:~- closed, and 
lJJ received one month's notice. He has six 
or seven children and his own housr, \Vhich 
he had to sell, and he tolJ me that he >Yas 
on the bread line_ He is not a .drunkard. 
He said to me, " I have never h,d anything
to clo ;vith the LaboL!r party in my life; 
but now I arn relying on charity fron1 your 
Go,·ernment to kc"p my "-ifc and children 
frmn starYation." I can produce_, the n1an for 
the leader of the Oppocilion, if lw wishc". 
How can wo cope with the unemployed when 
we ha-.-c to cope with the unemployed of the 
other State~ as well as our own? Our 
''ea ~onal occupa6ons bring thern hen•. Cane
cutters and shearers come from tho other 
States, and, ·when those seasollal oecupation~ 
cease, "·hat are thcv to do'? The far1ner::; 
during the off-season "mplov J apancse :~nd 
Hindoos. If the sugar-growers who arP 
n1aking :::o 1nuch n1oncy would omplo} whit-:-> 
men in the off-season, th0re would be no 
unen1ployme:nt in the sugar districts. 

I am satisfied that, if member, of the 
Committeo will read that article in the 
"\Vorld's \York" thev will realise that this 
situatio11 will remain' as it is till the cur
rency problem is solved. It is really a 
Commonwealth matter_ If the Common
wraith GoYcrnment could do something tan
gible, the position might be improved. They 
ha YC now come along >vith a little road
building scheme. Thev made available " 
certain ·sum for roadn1al~ing before; but ·when 
that -~yas spent, the n1cn wore stranded again, 
and they are now at the Soldier"' Employ
InPnt Bureau looking for v;ork. The_~;· harl 
only a little temporary work. Thes0 men are 
not capable of doing "·ell at navvying work; 
they cannot do hard work. We are told, 
"Put them on the land." You cannot put 
cverybod:; on the land. A c!f'rieal man can
not go on the land; he looks for clerical 
work. The Employers' Federation of Queens
land, as in Victoria, will not stand up to 
their obligations. The Labour party are the 
only party who are trying to do something. 
The Gn<'mploycd \Vorkers' Insurance Bill. 
which will be before this Chamber shortlv, 
is a true effort to grapple with the situation_ 
It is all very well for hon_ members opposite 
to sa.y that '"" are not looking after the 
inter0sts of the worker. \Ye aro doing our 
best. Xo greater probl0m confronts this 
Government than that of nnemplovment. \V c 
realise that it is a gro\ving ev'il, and v\·e 
ha.-e to do our best to stand up to it. As the 
Home Secretary pointed out last yoar, the 
big bulk of this money is used in kecpinf!' 
women and children from starvation. Kcws 
of our developmental scheme has trayeJled 
and men are flocking hero from other States_ 

JJ1r. Pease.] 
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If the State can absorb those men, look 
what lino citizens thev will make. The 
Opposition arc contin~wlly defaming t,he 
Government. rrhc hon. n1ernbc-r for Bowcn 
and other hon. mcn1bers on this side were 
~inccrc in the rcnrarks they rnade in past 
yca1.~ w hcu they were in opposition. The 
war \va·~ not then on. Our Government have 
had to cope with the difficulty under 
unpamllclcd conditions. N eyer before in 
the historv of the world has there been so 
much unemployment. Instead of tho Oppo
sitlon indulging in carping criticisn1 regard
ing tlwee doles, they should help the GoYern
lnent in ,,-hat they arc doing to cope with 
the ,,ituation. 

:Hr. VOWLES (Dalby): The hon. member 
quot<:d the rPmark of so:ne authority on the 
sugar quc·~tion regarding Hindoos and 
Japanese. I said to him, "Are they more 
rchabk than the white men? " 

Mr. \VE1R: You said they >Yere. 
::\Ir. VO\YLES: That is the direction in 

which hen. rncrnbcrs arc trying to twi~t my 
rc1nark ~. 

~lr. PE.\SE: :Mr. Brcnan, of the Colonial 
Sugar Refming Company, said they "·ere 
nwro reliable. 

:\fr. YO\YLES : \Yhat has been said bv 
anyone else does not concern rne. I want tO 
;cotch the ouggestion tnat I ha,-e expressed 
that opinion. I could see hon. n1embers 
opposite putting their he ,tds together, and 
I concluded that that is the construction they 
"ili attempt to saddle me with. 

I have listened this morning to figure' 
quoted from no !cos an authority than tho 
o[l:icial labour organ of the GoYcrnment
the '' Industrial Gazett<>." It sho•::s, on thG 
<-..uthorib~~not of: Torv indiYiduals. but of 
nnion sCcrctaric"" in t~he various districts
that on tho date on which the figures were 
roLlpilC'd there were in the yarious unions in 
QueNtsland 2,071 unemployed. A glance 
through the reports will show that a large 
number do not give figures; some say that; 
the conditions are bad, some that they are 
fair, others that they are moderate. But 
,-cry eeldom do you find that the figures are 
giYcn. Those 'vhich are given account for 
2.071 men who are out of work. In addition 
to that, :; ou have to ascertain how manv 
non· unionists are unemployed. \\To knoW 
that big mcatworks have had to close down 
in the Central district. 

The SECRETARY FOR iHINES : The total is a 
littie over 3,000 persons. 

::\Ir. VOWLES': I do not know where the 
hon. gentleman gds his figures from. Has he 
any rer,ord of the unemployment existing 
amongst non-unionists? \Ye scn that 300 
mcatworkcrs are about to be placed on the 
unemployed market. 

An OcPOHTION ME~IBER: And there are 
1,600 returned soldiers out of work. 

::\Ir. VOWLES: So the figures must be 
getting into the vicinity of 3,500 unemployed. 

The SECRETARY FOR I\irc;Es : Some of those 
arc duplicate registrations. 

:'vir. VOWLES: What is the good of talk
ing a bout duplication? What is the good 
of publishing these list> if the hon. gentleman 
is going to turn round and say that there is 
duplication? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I know a man 
>vho registered for employment in three 
different places in a week. 

[Mr. Pease. 

Mr. VOvVLES: \Ye are told to excuse 
what the fwn. m0mbe1· for Bowen saicl in 
1915, because the unemployment "·e have 
to-day is the aftermath oJ the war. Did the 
Sccretm-y for l\1inr,s not say, during the 
Pa,ddington by-election, that within two, 
n1onths after his election the unemployment 
problem 'Yould he solved in Queensland? 
Unemployment is on the increase in Queens
land, and wo have 3,501) to-day unemployed. 
At the time of the Paddington by-election, 
what were the figure· ia regard to unem
ployment ·1 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR ::\li};ES: A little over 
3,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: l'\ow there arc 3,000 union
i,ts. while another 300 arc coming on to th& 
mark('t, and we haYe r;.ot thC' figures regard
ing the unemployed non-unionists. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\lr::•iES : Over 3,000 
CRme from other Statco. 

::\1r. VOWLES : It is all very well to 
apologise for the re ~TL1.rks of the hon. 
member for Bowen. If it is the aftermath 
of the war, I wonld likP tho Secrf'tary fm· 
Mines to explain his pocition. 

The SECRETARY FOR 2\lleiES : l am going 
to do so.' 

:VIr. VOvVLES: In the face of the figures, 
I do not see how he can. I remarked a little 
while ago that the Go>·crnmont are not too 
sympathetic to the unemployed returned 
soldier. I was taken to task by the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, who rose to a point 
of order. I vcuture to sav that we shall be 
able to ehow specific cases.· 

Honourable Members conversing in loud 
tones-

The C:HA TR::\fAN : Order ! I repeat, fol" 
the special benefit of all members, that the 
" Han•,ard" staff are working un-.1er diffi
culties. I hope that hon. me"'lbers will not 
make their task more ditlicult. 

Mr. vovn~Es: I think that WC shall be 
a,ble to show ,specific cases in which returned 
soldiers not only have been refused work, 
bur have been refused the c1olf:~;; which are 
gin:n to the unc'mpioyed. 

Mr. DASH: \Vhere? 
Mr. VO\VLES : The hun. member for 

Aubigny will relate the ca,c of an Imperial 
soldier 1vho was refused ~..vork, aud he and his 
wife were- refused rations. The reason was 
that he had had the tPmC'ritv to write a 
lcUcr to the Press f~xpressjng his 011inion of 
Government methods. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR ::\fi"ES: 1s his name 
Willis? 

Mr. \'0\VLES: Yes. (Government laugh
ter.) Will the hon. gentleman table all the 
papers connected with the case? 

The SECRET\RY FOR 1IrxES: Y f'S. 

Mr. VOWLES: I ask the hon. genth·man 
to do it during this debate. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I bet the hon. member for 
,\ubigny does not hring the case UjJ. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR MINE9: Is it not rather 
strange that I could tell you the name? 

Mr. VOWLES : H8 was an English war 
\vorker, and his 1vife 1vas a war worker. 
They were receiving r>ttions, and an order 
was giYen that they v;erc not to get them. 
Why? Because the man had written a 
letter to the paper. That is the only con
clusion that I can come to. I want those 
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papers tD be phced on the table of the 
House. The Minister says that he will du 
it. I challl'nge him to do it,_ and let the 
publi' bile the strength of th1s. It 1s all 
,·cry "ell for us to critici~e the Government 
and cOin plain again~t . thi~ n1oney being 
expended. \Ye all a<1m1t ~hat . the Govern
rnent must exercise chanty 111 dcserv1ng 
cases. vVhcrever you go you will find that 
there arc unfortunates who live on charity. 
Some of them make a businc~s of it; others 
are forced to do so throuvh their own mis
fortune. All Governments have to make 
proYision for that clas' of person. In 1915 
the amount vvhich 'vrs necessary under a 
previous Government was under £5,000 a 
vear. Under this Government it is neces
~ar"· to find in the vicinity of £177,000 for 
the. same purpose>. The cause of this, to my 
min,i, ic, first of all, that encoura.gcment JS 

not ginm in many cases fo_r those persons 
to get work. vVe arc teachmg· the pos1twn 
that people regard it a; a right to go and 
get these doles; and some prefer to do it 
rather than to look for work. 

At 11.40 a.m., 
The CnAIID!AN resumed the chair. 

l\Ir. VO'vVLES: They are encouraged in 
man,~ cases. I agree "'\vith the Pronrlcr tbat 
single men should not be given rations in 
the way that they have been given in the 
past. \Vork should be found for them. 1\fy 
claim has ahvays been. both with rcspc··t to 
thi< matter and what I call " waste wages" 
in Government departmento, that it would be 
better for the Government and for the 
coffers of the State if some return was 
obtained fer the money expended on rations. 
'vYe would then he ve some assets for the 
monev taken out of the Treasury. If v, e only 
obtained 15 per cent. or 20 per cent .. in 
results it would be far bett<-r than roce1 nng 
no val~e. as is the case to-day. 

l\t1r. DASH: Give us sorne idea of what you 
would do. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Are thcr" not many forms 
of public works which could be carried on 
in various districts? InstPad of the rncn 
w.titing for seasonal emp!oyment. the:.· could 
be employed in connection ·with some of the 
big public works. They could be put on to 
do- clc"1.ring and carrying out ~ome of the 
<•uthworks in connection with the proposed 
railwav lineE'. Some time ago a n1cn1ber of 
l'arliainent said to a man who had just come 
from the canefields at the conclusion of a 
,..-:;ea~on, "Don't draw your 1noney out of the 
Savings Bank. Go and get rations." 

GOV8RXThiEXT 1'vlE1IBERS: \Yas that onG of 
the memb~rs of the Opposition? 

Mr. VO\VLES: No, it wa• a Government 
member. 
GovERXMl~XT J\1E~IBEHS : :'\:a me him. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was m :Haryborough. 
If that S''Stem is going to be continued, it 
is going 'to breed a new r;-eneration. of per
sons who will never work. but \\"ho will 
depend on the Government for their 
'· tucker" fr0o of charge. I sincerely trust 
that bdtcr supervision will lJe giv0n to this 
department in futnrc•. \Yo do not object 
to de":•:rdng cases of chat·ity, L:ut we do 
str<'ngly object to ~me section of the com
munity being heanly hxed in order that 
another section may bf' encouraged to live 
a life of idlem•.os and ,,-ithout doing any 
work. 
~r. 13RENXAN (Too11.'oomba): The loader 

of the Opposition, with his crocodile tears, 

pretends to extend to. the uncmJ?loyPLl and 
the -,.vorkers gencra11y his apprN'lation of whau 
the Government arc not doing. \Ye ha,-e 
only to go back a little \vay b apprec1at; 
what was sought to be done at a t11nc O.t 
great nccC'ssity, \Vhf'll th0 hon. llllmber sat 
behind a ck,]egatiot1 ,,-hich -went to .England 
to fH'8YCrlt loan ll10He;- COl1ling here fnr publif' 
works. 
~r. VO\YLES: I rise to a point of order. 

Is the hon. gl'ntluman in order in saying 
that I sat behind a delegation that went to 
England to prevent loan money coming here, 
when I have e-mphatically denied that before 
in this Houso? 

:\h. 13RE:"JXAN: l 1cccept the hon. mem
ber's statement. After all is said and doYle, 
.,.c.knmr that he has got to do as his masters 
outside tell him. He doe'; not know anything 
of thr,e matters personally; but, wh<·n his 
masrors out,,.ido pull the string and c-ay that 
he has to do so and so. he has got to do it. 

The CHAIR:YlAN : Order ! I hope the 
hon. gentleman \Vill connect his remarks with 
" Outdoor Relief." 

:\Ir. BRE:\i:\'AN: I am showing why relief 
is nccc.~sar~.- when nn0n1ployment exist..;. 
Had that delegation not gone to England, 
wo \Yould have been able to continue public 
works. There \Yould have been so1no unem
ployment, because men would haYe come 
from other SL, trs, ha ,·ing boon forced out of 
Xew South 'vYales, Victoria, and South Aus
tralia b,v Governments representing the 
capitalistic classes. Thov would come here 
because thev would kno,:v that better condi
tions prevai"!ed here. Lying statements were 
circulated in the South that Queensland was 
a Bolshevik State and n1cn could get food 
hero without \Vorking. It 1\ ns al.-"1 stated 
that men could come to Qu~cn:•land where 
thev would haYe to do no work and could 
receive high wages without doing anything. 
The people came hero believing those lying 
statcn1ent2. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBETITS: The hon. gentle
man w0nt down South. 

Mr. BRENNAN: T never crr:ploy,?d China. 
1nen. 

Mr. J. H. C. Rommn: The hon. member 
employs detectives. (Laughter.) 

l\1r. BREN="A"': If the other side employ 
secret agent', I will employ detectives. Had 
the hon. member for l 0 ittsworth employed 
white labour instead of twcntv Chinamen 
on his farn1, there woulJ: haYt- 'been twenty 
rnore men cn1ployed in a useful occupation. 
Owing to the slump in tho cattle industry 
and in the mining industry, thoueands of 
m·cn were thro\vn out of "\Vork. ·I-f ad those 
two industries b<?en kept going, a11 the unen1-
ployment in Queensland would havP disap
peared, and thousands in the other States 
could have been absorbed. The leader of the 
Opposition said that the Government have 
refused to recognise returned soldiers, and 
1 hat they woro givi:ng prcfcrenc-2 to men 
who were not returned soldiers. He sug
gested that 3.000 men shr,uld be discharged 
from the railways. Every railway employee 
who went to the war and came back was put 
hack in tho railway service. Ours is the 
only Government who stood lovallv to their 
employec·s after they Cl me b~ok ·from the 
war. Hon. members opposite sav that it is 
the duty of the Government to find work. and 
then, on the other hand, tlwy say, "'vVhy 
do you not discharge 3,000 railway em
ployees?" It is impossible to please the 

111r. BrP'N ,an.] 
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Opposition. The Sydney " Daily Telegraph" 
of 22nd ;\lay, 1922, said-

" Uc;E'IfPLODIE';T BEcmn:-;G \YoRSE. 

" pQ..-;,ITIO~ AT !\E\\'CAY,TLE. 

"'\\'here 7,561 men >Yore employed at 
six larg-e ~ewc:o.;tle establishments in 
April. 1921, there won• only 3A44 Plll· 

played ]ac-t month. The uncmplo.,·mcrJt 
question is most acute at N cwcastlc in 
comcfiucnce. bnt the situation throughout 
the StatP has gro\Yn \Yor:;;c dunng the 
last couple of months, according to official 
.Ggurcs.'; 

Since the ad,·ent of the Fuller GoYemment 
in K e\Y South \V alt>s, the bas-ic \V age has 
been rod uccd to £3 18s. per week, ho~u·s 
han~ b0e11 incrca~·ed, ~nd other privileges 
have bcc:n taken from thP work0rs in that 
State, ~Yet the worker:3 ca11not find work. 

Mr. YO\\"LES: Did not !he "\rbitration 
Court do that? 

'\Ir. BRK'\:\"A:\": The Arbitration Court 
i; abolished so far as the public ecrvants in 
that State arc concerned. The " Daily 
Tcl0gTajJh" further said-

" The monthly report of the Gcl\"orn· 
rnent Labour Bureau givPs the follo,viug 
statement of the position:- · 

In the n1etropolitan an:a. thP e-;ti
mated number of unemployed at t.ho 
<'nd of JI.I.trch was 6.000, and at t.hc 
end of April this number has increased 
to 6,500. 

In the country, it was estimated that 
at the end of :1-Iarch the number of 
unemployed was 7,000. and at the end 
of April this number had increased to 
8,COO. Th(-~ increase iu the nletropoli
tan area is due to the influx of unum
plc,~·erl from other centres, and to the 
curtailn1ent of n nun1Ucr of nulnufac
turing ivdn:trirs Uuo to the avproach 
of the wint0r season. 

ThC' do~ing tlo\vn of adclitional p~or
!ions c' the :\"ewco-.tle steel works 
increased the ranks of thP local unen1-
p1oyPd, but n1any of these \Yorkers 
traYcllPcl from other parts of the State 
in s0arch of employment. :\"otwith
standing tho discharg0 of large nnn1bers 
of men during the past few months at. 
Lithgo\Y, there vvas Dot n1ore than fiftv 
local unemployed at tho end of tl1e 
mouth." 

The ;\lelbourno "Age" said--

" \VHAT THEY FouGHT FOR. 

" EX-SOLDIERS' SO!lRY PLIGHT. 

" Jl.ialte·,o are being kept on municipal 
work in Jlilelbourne and ex-soldiers put 
off." 

Yet, hon. members opposite come into this 
Chamber and say, "\Ve are the friends of 
the returned soldiers." The attitude that the 

Labonr GoYernment took up in 
[12 p.m.] regard to the returned soldiers 

was that immcdiatelv the war 
was oYer the returned soldiers w"crD told to 
get back into civil life. 

11r. :MonGA;>;: No preference. 

Mr. BREXNAX: There neYer was pre
ferPne,c. The Employers' FDderation have 
g-ot on their platform " Preference to 
ReturnPd Soldiers," but they say, " If we 
-employ a returned soldier and he is not 

[lf11._ Brennan. 

successful in his omployrr10nt, \YO dare not 
sack hin1 because we lvill lose customor,:;;.'J 
And because they are afraid to sack a 
returned soldier they dare not employ him, 
and the hon. member for Too\Y<mg knows 
that that is quite true. 

11r. :\L\XWELL: I know it Js ab-olutely 
nntrue. 

Mr. BREXN~\N: I know it is true. The 
lf'turned soldiers say, "\Ye dare not wear 
a badge, bcc~tu::;c, if we arc wearing a badge 
when we go into a place seeking employment, 
we cannot get >vork." 

J\fr. MonGAN : They arc not allowed to 
join the unions. 

::\Ir. BREKXAN: That apprics to eyer:y 
person. There is no use in anyone joining 
a union when thC>rc is no \York for hi1n 
in the union. The Govern1ncnt arc doing the 
best tlwy can for those out of 0mployment. 
The:;· cannot do impossibilitics. Hon. mem· 
bers cpoosite w<Int us to reduce this vote 
and giYP these people no <Issistance at all. 
The·· object !o borrowing money for rcpro· 
ductiYe works. They say \Ye are going head
long in debt, and we must not borrow 
further sun1s. They havo no sv~tcru at all 
to meet th0 situatiol1. while the "Premier has 
l){:en rcspon,,ible for the cotton-gro\ving 
schen1o. Pr0n1ier Theodore is tLe n1an who 
de,-ised the cotton scheme. I am going to 
quote a telegram headed "Soldier-' Employ· 
mcnt, Melbourne Registrations" which 
appeared in the "TPlegraph" of 16th ~lay. 
1922-

" Seventy-six n1en \Vf'l'P placed in v·:ork 
through the Returned Sailors and Sol
diers' Employ1ncnt Bur0au last \YC·C'k. 
This might have been regarded a.s fairly 
ntisfactorv but for the fact that in the 
'-'<ll11P peri~d 219 new ref!istrations \Yen:

rr~cciv('d. On Saturday 765 nan1f',, \YE'l'O 

on the books On the ·previous Saturda~· 
the nnmlwr wao; 642." 

Tlwn. in the 3, dnev "Dailv Mail" of 17th 
l\Ia.v 'there is a~ telegrarn he~aded. " Starvi11g 
Ex-soldiel'.s," which reads-

,, The Returned Soldiers' League rooms 
were bosciged this morning by returned 
soldiers in p,carch of en1plo~'rrl0nt. 1Iany 
told the secretary of the leagu<' that the:: 
had had nothino· to "pat since mrddav 
on MondaY and sPveral declared tbO:t 
the;· had pca'socd a wry cold night in the 
Domain. 

" The Cabinet this afternoon discm ·.f d 
the question of unemployment gr:norally. 
A subcommittee was appointed to g·o 
into the whole matter on the reports 
which were before Cabinet with full 
pow~r to make any ~;xrther inYt~tigation 
cons1dcred necessary. 

In tho "Daih Mail " of 15th :March. 1922. 
we find this--

"DAYS oF HexGER. 

" SOLDIERS' PITIFVL PLIGHT. 

"The secretary of the Returned Sol· 
rlier.,' League stated to-day that the posi. 
tion of the men was pitiful, <1nd was worse 
than ever. Some of th0 men, he said, 
had had nothing to eat fm two or three 
days." 

Just compare the condition of the returned 
soldiers in Sydney with the position of the 
returned soldiers in Queensland. \Vhilc there 
arc many returned soldiers in Queensland 
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vvho are out of employment, the position hn·c 
is nothing like so serious as it is in ?\ew 
South \Vales and in Victoria, and the reason 
for that is because we have a sympathetic 
Government in Queensland, and a Govern· 
nlcnt "·ho are not afraid to spend n1oncy in 
de·.·eloping Queensland. \\'e know very well 
that, if this Government v; ent out of pO\\ er 
to-n1orrow, hon. nwmbers OlllJO.~ite \Vonld cur
tail loan expenditure and go in for retreneh
lnent in a \Yholf'salc fashion. \Y c know very 
v c>ll that on the railways alone thev would 
diochargc 3,000 men. ' · 

?,lr. ,J. H. C. ROBERTS: \Yho said they 
would? 

J\Ir. BRENNAN': Your hatlers ,.aiel there 
Wli'C 3,000 too rnany men on the railways. 
You have said that if you were here~~ 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBEHTS: You had a pretty 
good ru11. 

:\fr. BR!i;="f:\"k:'•(: You had a better run 
than I did. 

Th<:> CHAIR:V1A="i: Order: I appeal to 
the hon. 1nernber to continue his· p.peee:h and 
not to t::tke .;:o much notiC'c of interjections, 
and I appeal to hon. InenlbL'rs not to inter
ject. All interjectiolls arc di~ordcrly. 

:\Ir. BREK::'\AN: Especially scn,,c:Jc,s int~r
jections. This Govcrnn1cnt ha-.;c done n1oru 
than any Government in the world to deal 
with the Cjuestion of unmnployment Last 
year the surplus of irnrnigrant~ over emi
grants vvas 4,000. Most of thnse 4,000 were 
workers \vho ca1nc fro>n the other State-;, 
and if we hav<:> 3,000 unemployed in Queens
land to-tlav, it is cluP to the• fact that a ]a,·gc 
number of \Yorkers haYe coinP into Qneons
land fro·.1 the other Sta tcs during the last 
twdYe rnonthF. The vvhole thing resolves 
it:.Jclf into this-that the Govornmpnt aro 
still continuing their policy of dev-elopment, 
and if the metal market and the cattle 
industry inlprovo--

!vlr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: "If." 
1\lr. BREN;'\AX: I have enough faith to 

say that the cattle industry is shortly going 
tv jmprovo. This Governrncnt arc not re,pon
'ible for the failure of the EngJi,h market 
m' for what happened in the Argentine. 
Dnring the \Var, the pastorali~t'3 get as high 
as 55s. p0r lOO lb. for their meat. Since 
then the price has come dm;n lo 14s. or 15s., 
but they got 55". vYhile this Govcn:mcnt W(']'C 

in power; yet hon. mf'n1b'"'r~ oppo:3ite tell 
l13 t 11at thP cattle indu~tr)· rallnt t in1rnoye 
while this Government rC'main in PO'' _l'. It 
is ridieulous to hold the Government respon
sible for the slumn in the eattle indmtn·. 
The Gov~rnm0nt n1~ust not a.llnw o:1c clec:C'r~T
ing individual to go without being suppliNl 
with food. I for one ''"ould not sta•:d bc•hincl 
a GoYernment that would allow a hungry man 
:~o go 1vit.hout son1e rations if, through no 
fault of his own. he vyas out of work. In 
mv electorate we have abJe,bodied men who 
a l;C anxious and willing to work but •xho 
at tinH'S find th01nselve:;; out of work. It is 
through no fault of the GoYernment that 
the'," a t·e out of work. It is lwcatnc we have 
bce'n going throug-h hard titnes; but bmcs 
are going to improve. and thc~c"' v:orkf'r:~ 
will bear with the Government knowing that 
thcv will look after the welfare of the workers 
of Queensland. 

:\fr. MORGAN (Jfuril/a): The hon. mem
ber for H erbert in his recent specl'h in this 

Con1mittcc, in n1y opinion. was guilty of 
\vilfully endeavouring to deceive this Coln
mittec. 

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member i,; 
not in order in saying that an hon. 1nembrr 
is guilty of wilfully deceiving the Committee, 
and I hope the hen. member ,. ill vYithdraw 
it. 

Mr MORGAN: If it is not parliamentary, 
[ will vvithclruw it and say that tho hem. 
mf'tnbce endeavoured to decpjyc the Corn
mittee. 
· Mr. HARTLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the bon. member for Mnrilia in order in 
saying that the hon. member for llerbert 
cnc!cavourccl to deceive the Comm1ttce? It 
is not parliamentary to accuse any hon. n1cn1-
ber of attempting to clc•ccivc the Committee. 

The CHAIR :ViA~: I wonlcl aek the hon. 
tr!('mber for 1\Iurilla whdlw1· he 111adc u"e 
of those words. 

l\1r ::\IORGAK: \Yorcls eimilnr tc> them. 

The CIIAIR::Y1AN : 'Then I hope the hon. 
member will withdraw. I take it that tlw 
hon. member has sufficient knowledge o[ 
parliamentarv proC'f'dure to £'nablt~ him to 
addrf'ss the Uomn1ittee ,,-ithout u:-,ing uHpar
liamcntary language. 

J',Ir 1\lORGAN: I will withdraw and start 
again. Th<e hon. member for _Ilerbert, by 
quoting infornuttion and rcfus?ng to giYe 
the n:.:me of the paJWr he quoted. was not 
act-ing in accord \Yith parliunlC'ntar,\- pro
Cl'Jur{'. 

T\h. PE.\SE: I will gi,,e you the name of 
the papnr. As a matter of fact. th<c para~ 
gnqJh I quoted fron1 wns prn~ted lll last 
Snnfl.a.v's paper and \YaS takC'n trorn a :VIel~ 
bourn~ pnp0r, but it did not say vYbat 2\1el
bourne nancr it \YRS. I 111tcnd ro find out 
\Yh:lt paLp~~~ it \\ras. 

:Vir. MOHGA~: I am pleased to hear 
that. rrhc hon. nH:<mbcr ~houlcl ha Vl' rnad? 
that explanation when he \YHS clti1l1cn[Jd. 
\\'hen hon. members quote from n ncwspapc:;r, 
the first interjection from the other sJ_de 1s, 
'' \Yhat paper is it.,,. and " \\hat IS th0 
elate? 1

' Tiut the hon. 1nember. refused to 
giYc us that in~orrnati_o~l,_ ~]1own~~, that,_ lw 
carnc hen" with nnpcrft:et rnftn·m;\don: l1~d 
we lPt the rnattcr go \Vlthout rhaltrngnlp.: tne 
ho11. n 1cmb0r, he, by inference, \YOl!ld have 
caused prnplc 1vho read his ~pt,cch to. con1e to 
thP C~)ncln.sion that tlH'' 1nfonnot1on v, as 
obtained fron1 eome Tory papd· in the 
South--

Thir. PE.'.f'.E: It \vas taken fron1 cit}l( r the 
"Age" or the "Argus." 

?,Jr. :\!ORGAN: And that it vYa' ccpicd 
frorn a nev, '-'paper which \\ ts out to con
demn the Trades I--I~1l1 in rr.;;pe~t of the 
un~.._,n1ploynient in that State. The hon. n;ern
brr also endr ;lYourcd to lead the Con1nuttcc.': 
to bcliC've that the relief gi ,-en to the peonl" 
who are out of work is confined to tbe sick 
anrl infirnL \Ye haYe not got the fip;ures 
for the year which lms just expired, and I 
hope that the ::\iinistPr will g·ive us those 
figures before the v-ote gob throl!g·h. It !s 
a pity we ha Ye not got the report:, ):mt thJ> 
is onlv one of n1any 111stances .111 \Y111ch hon. 
memb.ers are expected to tlisru's important 
matters vrithout having the departmental 
reports to a~sist thP.m. In looking oYer the
report for 1921~I hope tlw hon. nwmbrr for 
Herbert v;-ill listen to this, and '',"ill not 

Mr. Jforgan.] 
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attempt to try and lead the Committee to 
beJieyo that the doles which were distributed 
last --;,·par wero principallv giYcn to those 
\Yho -were in need owing to illnes.-3 and 
infirmity. 

Jir. PE.~ SE: The Home Se," rotary 1s mv 
authority. \Yhy ·did you not rep!·~ to the 
lion1c Secretary last so'<,, ion? u 

Mr. MORG_\:."{: I "·ill give the fiiTm·es 
which are contained in the n•port for 1920-21. 
and no doubt they will be' sin1ilar, or greater 
for the YOar just expired. In 1921-22 thos~ 
'~ho rccei \·ed a:~'3istanco were 82 aged and 
swk men, 64 Wl\'<='~ of aged and sick n1en, 

226 widmv'. 74 deserted wome>n, and 139 
\-ViYes of meu a\vay, or a total of 585. 

Mr. PEASE: How many familic ' 

;l.lr. ::\IORGAX: 1.584 families. 
Mr. l'EASE: How many wiye; of able

bodied rncn? Don't mislead the I-Iouso. 

i'ih. MORGAN: Those families include 
the families of able-bodied men. There were 
1,017 able-bodied men anx:l 904 wiws of ablo
bodiPd rncn who received a ~sistallCf> shovr
ing that almost every ono of tl;os'e able
bodied Jn('!l, with the exception of about 10~ 
had \Yivl~-" "~.rho received a·, "istanre. No daub~ 
the:· hac! L~milies. whi<:h are inyluded amongst 
the 1,500 fa~nhes wh1ch reoeivecl assistance. 
Th·· <-'ble-bodi~d n1en and \Vomen who 
~cceiYcd as~-ist~nce nun1berpd 1,923, as against 
·;85 who rece1ve·d assistance owing to the 
tact that thrv :were ·wive", '>Yido\' '~, dc,,ertcd 
\vomcn, Et~Jd wives of men \vho were aw.1y. 
Thr figures ~how that 1,923 able-bodi0d n1en 
and vvorrH tl wPre forced last vear to seck 
ts·-.;istanc · frmn the Government ~because the--:.~ 

-conld not get work. The hon. member wished 
to infer that that was the aftermath of the 
war; but that is not so. I will admit that 
a great deal of unemployment throughout 
the world has been th0 aftermath of tho 
,.·ar; but the war has been oYer for some 
r·omiderable time; and. if e had had a 
Goverrnnr>nt in power v-. ho were out to assist 
indus:.l'Y, there would not. have boen the 
unemployn1ent that there is to-dav in Queens
lcmcl. The trouble is that the. -Goyornment 
haY(! placed so many burden~ on industrv 
that a great many of thcrn ha ye Cf "1sed 
iO giYe employment to the workers. who•9 
farr1ilit:S have had to receiYe a•,sistanco in 
order to keep the wolf from the door. 

I blame the Arbitration Courts t'l a very 
great extt·nt for the present position. The 
Arbitration Courts did not r,~aliso tho fact 
tint after the v a1· there ,.oulcl be a slump 
in the price;;: ( f minPrais, and that, unlc-.s 
th.' OYOihead charges and the wages reccdGcl 
1n accordance \'nth that fall in pric(~S, mining 
1.,perations C',Juld noi be contiuue-d. 'I'ho 
Arbitration Court judges unfortunatclv 
adopted the principle that: if an indust;~ 
could not pay a certain wagr~, it should cea~:; 
to c,;:ict. I think that is a wrong attitude 
to take up, and it is the cause of a o-reat 
·doal of unernploynu:mt in ~\tuotralia to~dav. 
The Court 5hou!d haYe adopte-d tho attitude 
that an industry should be allowed to remain 
in cxi:::tt>nce and give crnp1oyinPnt bv reduc
ing \\ages in conformitv ~wi-fh anv r8duction 
1.vhich n1ight take placC in the sClling price 
Df the product of the industry. 

A Go•. ETIX:\IENT ME1IBER: ,\~hen d'id an 
Arbitration Court judge say that an industry 
3houlcl eo a se to exist? 

Mr. ?JORGAN: Mr. Justice Higgins mad0 
-use of the expression on ono occasion that, 

[Mr. J11organ. 

if an industry could not afford to pay 
certain \vagcs, it should cease to exist. The 
Secretarv for ::\lines told us that in 1914 
copp<'l' could be payably mined in Queens
land at £60 a ton. 

The SEC'R.EL\RY FOR MIKES: At one time it 
was payable at £54 a ton. 

:\h. i\lORGA:'\: That is the price whicb 
the hon. gentleman stated was pai::l before 
the \Yar, and the industrv \Yas th0n in a 
fiouri~hlng condition. O\vii"1g to the 'var the 
price of copper "·ent up. and likewise the 
uyerhcad charges. Although the market price 
i; actualiv £10 better to-cla,· than it was in 
1914 pric;r to tho \var, w-e find that the 
industry cannot now be c~n·ried on at a 
profit. Tho Minister admits that that is so. 
If the conclitions \YCl'O 1nadc sirnHar to thosd 
which existed in 1914, would it not be bc,tter 
for all the rnen who aro cn1ployod in that 
industn? \Yould there be the same uumbBr 
of une;nployecl in Queensland to-day" The 
i.Iini"ter will admit that there would net. 
\Yhilo you 1nay increase v"ages and reduce 
hou1'-, of work in industries which find a 
Inarkct in Australia, the n1o1ncnt industrjld 
ha Ye to compote in the oyersea"'-' markets they 
cannot C'Ontinue to carry on under those con~ 
dilions, The trouble is uot ith iedu.strie;; 
which have only to compete one against the 
other in Australia, and ''hi eh are protected 
by high duties, but in regard to tho~e inr1u~~ 
tries which have to find a market for their 
products out·dde Australia. Tho~t" industries 
are not giving OJTI ployn1cnt to the \Yorkors 
to-day, and that is the rea~.on ,vhy we have 
such a larg<> army of un<'mployed in Queens
land and other narts of Amtralia. If all 
tlv)se industries :vrere employing tho same 
number of mon that they mnployed in 1914 
men would not be compelled to g·o to th" 
Government for doles in order to keep their 
wi--res and familif'".. 

::\lr. BRENXAK: 'What industries arc you 
refPrring to t 

1\fr. :\IORGA::'>I: 'rheru is copper mining, 
for instance. There ls a ~cod market for 
copper at the present price. This is only 
one of the matters appertaining to unem
ployment, and one of th<' directions in which 
the Government h<tve failed. The Arbitra
tion Courts throughout r'\.nstralia have also 
failed to grasp the situation. The hon. 
member for Herbert stated that there was a 
large number of soldiers out of \VOrk. I 
deplore the f>tct that a number of men who 
fought for their countr'' cannot obtain work 
at the pres<mt time. while others who did 
not go, but who shirked their responsibility, 
ha Ye got fine job.-J and arc retaining those 
positions. 1t is unfortunately a fact that 
hon. 1ncrnbers opposite have nOt got any time 
for returned mldicr'. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba himself admitted that he said 
to men \\'hen they came back from the war, 
" \V e do not intend to give yon any pre
fere-nce. Take off vour uniforms and become 
civi1ians." ... 

Mr. BREXKAK: "And forgot the war." 
Quite right. 

Mr. MORGAN: Tha,t is what the hon. 
gentleman said. \Ve know that that is ·the 
policy of the Lqbour party, and the fact that 
they went to the v.·ar does not convince the 
Labour party that thev deserve anv con
sideration ove1· the men ~d10 eta vod at" home. 
Hon. members opposite cannot deny that 
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fact, so why blame th•' Employers' Federa
tion or others because the soldiers cannot 
get \YPrk? 

1\h. WI:\STAKLEY: \Yhy blame the Govern
ment? 

:'llr. MORGA:N: The Government should 
give \Yotk to the returned soldiers and 
should gi Ye them preference. In somd casoo 
when the soldiers do not belong to a union, 
they al'e told to go aud get union tickL'ts; 
but \\hen they apply for tieknts thev ,uc 
turned down. They arc toJ,l that ther-e arc 
s,l many mcinbers of the union out of vvork, 
and the officials refuse to issue anv more 
ticket" .. rlllat is tho rea ~on vvhv :o1nc r~cturncd 
soldier, c;,nnot get work-boc:mse they do 
not belong to th2 union. If an cmr;loyer 
gave work tn a returned wltlicr •.··ho did not 
have a. union ticket, the other rttcn would 
·<:-:.ty that ho T-:·as a non-nnicnist and thev 
would go on strike. " 

Mr. BREK:\AX: Qui to right. 

. Mr. :VI ORGAN: Some of our friends oppo· 
otto say that thc'<O statement a.re incorrect, 
but the hon. member for Tomvoomb<t is 
courageous C'llOUgh to adn1it that ~shat I am 
saying is correct. 

l\Ir. BREX~AX: They ~hould join a union. 
1\lr. HARTLEY: The unions kcnt their due-

paid up all the time thcv were" awav. \Yhv 
should they not take out th.,ir tickets when 
tlwy come back? 

:\ir. MORGA?\1: I admit that in ;ome 
jnstanccs th~~ir dncs vvcrc paid while they 
\Vera a,_,-ay; but the n1cn1bers of the Labour 
1:arty have never been symp<1th'.tic towards 
tne i·cturned soldiers any rnore than they 
haYC been to,Yards the ordjnary "\Yorkor. 

Mr. BRE:\X.\K : \Yo "t 1nd f~r the masses 
of the people. -

Mr. l\TORGAX: The Labour party put 
th•l returned so]diei' m the same catc~orv 
as anJ: ordinary worker \vho may be looking 
fol' a JOb. I have endeavollrcd to make sug
gestion,;" to the GoYernment to adopt some 
othe_r policy. tha'! that of gi vinr, doles and 
gettmg nothmr, m return. If the Govern
ment had adorted my sugg·estions, ,,c would 
have son1eth1ng to sho'"- fc.r the monev thcv 
spent last year iP doles. \Ye knmv that 
doloo were pai·•l to l.OJO able-bodied men. 
1\0 doubt_ t!-1ere \Yf'ro rr1any capable n1en 
~mong,st inem._ ::\fy sngr,ostion was that. 
mstP".u of p'lying out £174,000 in doJos to 
tJ; "'0 men Without a o,kin~ them to do any 
._'ork for it, it vould ho better to give them 
something lo do. It is a ,. rious thing to 
pay out all th1s money, and it is a reflec
tiOn. upon the Government that thov ha ye 
nothmg to show for it. The Govornmeut 
cannot pmnt to any public work to show 
t~at they got any_ return for the expenditure 
ot any part of thrF £174.000. If the Gonwn
ment cannot r,et full value for the monev 
thev epcnd, they should at leact get some 
v~lue. I svggestcJd la-t year t.hat an area 
ot land should be allotted for the unem
ployed. That land could be cut up into 
small areas _and th:' nnemplo, ed put to 
;vork. on rt. rmgbarkmv the trc·es and fonc
mg m the d1fferent area,. Thl' land could 
h3 made suitable f_or farms, and, if any of 
the unemploYed w1shed to take up any of 
that land, they could do so. ·what would 
h~Ye been the result if that policy had been 
auort·d last year? If we had spent £174,00:1 
m the Dawson Vallev last vear we could 
\vwe P";id £1 5s. an acre to the ~nemployed 
eng-aged m the work, and wo woul-d have 
got over 100,000 acr0s of land ready for 

men to start cotton-g1 owing. \Vo would 
then have had something lo show for the 
money spent. \Vhat have wo got to show 
now Y Absolute!:; nothing. The Govern
ment should go in for these matters in a 
practical manner, but they arc continuing 
tho sar,1e old practice of paying out doles. 
I quito arhnit that it is necessary to give 
'omc n,]i,,f. Vv'e cannot let people starve. 
That practice ,~,as inhoduccd, not bT,~ a 
Labour Governnlf'Dt but by <.t Liborai "Go~ 
vornmont. Y oars before over there vva.s a 
Labour Gover11ment rncn could go to the 
various poli-ce stations a.nd get rations. No 
ono can say that the ohl Liberal Government 
allmved men and women tc, starve. Such a 
thing ea nnot be proved, at any rate. But 
\VC never encouraged the loafer in any '\vay. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You fed them on blue peas. 

Mr. 1\IORGAN: This Government give 
doles. 

I\Ir. IIALTLEY: You gave thcn1 blur, p2a::: . 

:'vlr. ::\IORGA::-;-: \Vc ucccc···lccl in findi"~ 
them \vork. 

1\lr. \YIKSTA~LEY, You ciid not. 

2\Ir. 1\IORGAK: We cucceoded in finding 
work for all the p:oople who v;ould work. 
The work on the railways will not absorb 
all the uumnployed that \CC have go~, so I 
suggest to t,he Governmt:>nt that they ~hould 
1nap out a comprehensiYc scheme for th, 
expenditure of the £52,000 we have got on 
th·c Estimates. If the Government had some 
busiw"slike scheme. there would bC' some
thing t-o 'how for tho money. The Govern
ment have failed miserably in their duty 
with respect to the unemployed. They have 
taken no stops to solve the difficult;;. Vie 
knovv that lh0re is a greater a1nount of uncnl
ployrr:_cnt in Queensland than in any other 
State. 

1vir. l3RF.~KA:-<: \Vhat about the Burnett 
scheme" That 1Yi11 abeorb 3,000. 

Mr. MORGAN: There are many men 
who ca.nnot be employed on the Burnett 
scheme. There are 1nan"'~ men 1-vho cannot 
work on railwav cor,struction, but they 
would be more l{scful tn the State if thev 
'vere lJut on other -;,\ ork in~t0ad of being 
giyen doles. The prc•,ont system is no good 
to the State, and should not be tolerated 
any longer than is pc,sible. \Ye know that 
people are coming from the other State-; to 
Queensland beca.use we are giving tliem 
dole.-. 

J\1r. I--IARTLEY : You c'1!TIC fron1 ·v .. ictoria 
yourself. 

1\Ir. ]\IOR(i-A:\"": I came from Victoria to 
do v~-·ork in QuconslanJ. and. to provide \York. 
I hav0 a.hYa""~d clone work s1nec I C:~tn1c here. 
and I ha·ce 1;rovided a lot of work for othere. 
I had a certain an1ount of rn\nCv ',hen I 
CEnnc frorn -victoria, and I have" spent it 
all in Queensland. I ha vc done more for 
Queensland than 1nany hon. member:-) 
opposite who hftvc lived here fo"' years, but 
have done nothing but preach discontent and 
strife. That is what has brought about 
unemployment. Hop. members opposite 
preach strikes, discontent, and unrest in tho 
different indmtries. 1\{en who do that arc 
certainly not public benefactors. 

Mr. HARTLEY (FitZ?'oy): Like ''Trybod.'i 
else, I regret that in a young St.1te 1lkc 
Queensland it is neceuary to provide relief 
for men ,vho are not able to earn sufficient 
money to keep themselves iil comfort in the 

Jlr. Hartlcu.] 
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usual avenues of employment. The uiscus
sion whlch has taken place does not encour
age anyone to think ihat hem. rncn1bers 
opposite hm·c any •uggcstions to offer that 
will !eau to a solution of the unemployed 
uifficulty. I am very much in accoru with 

the remarks of the hon. member 
[12.30 p.m.] for Herbcrt that. a good deal of 

the stagnation of inuLJsiry has 
been caused by the dislocation of the world's 
firmnce.< al!U b:T the huge Ic'vy that is being 
n1ade on a young and ulldt~vc!opPd country 
in C01lu.::oucncJ of the trorncndou.., destruc
t ion of 1;ropcrty in the war and the price 
""' are being asked to 11ay. If the patriot•. 
of this country, the pe•Jp]o "ho love an_d 
believe in her dPstinie-.,, are genuine and 
sinccrC'. th<>y ·will be able to tnakc :,uggcstions 
along lines that will lead to a solution. The 
drain of inter<>'t on war debts would alolle 
be ~uflicic~nt, lf din)rtcd to other channcb, 
to gjve valuable and rPproductivc crnploy
nHlJlt to every n1an \\-ho is at prc -cut out of 
v,ork. The position only w•eds a lit1'h' "elf
sacrifice on the part of pers Hl3 \vho inve:-.ted 
their rnoney in war loan", fur th~~ purpose, 
as they were tolll, of n1aklng the world safo 
for them. If they will forgo the interest on 
their lo.tn~, enou_0h n10lll'_7 t.rill be ~ccured to 

nrovide \York for everyone. I do not sav 
;tnythiug about the rnonev "th[tt \Yas inYe~tcJ 
!u the loans~that capital car. be rcpaid
Lui the eoulhry ctnnot slagg( ~· on undrr its 
tr0n1er~dous burden oE v. ar intcrt et., and at 
the san1e tirr1c raise r.o\; n1onc: for dcvelop
nlrnhtl work. 

I do not think it ne('(':-5.-:-arT,' to saT' much on 
thl' uthPr que~tious that h~n.V(~ bc:('ll rni~ed, 
(lxccpt that I arn sat1sfi(~J frm11 n1y kno 1.\'

lctlge of the administration of the YC'tc. that 
it is done justly and upon pxhaustiYe i11quiry) 
and that in but few case< is it improper!;· 
11aid away. But one pnrt-icvJrrr in~tance has 
Lccn Lrought before th2 C<Jn1ruittee. l-Ion 
n10n1 bL'rs OJll>(>itP have ne>·; er Cl':tSPd to try 
to C'J\'l'r up their sins and in~incC'rit:,' vvith 
the flapping and the waving of the Union 
Jack, nor have the:,, ever hesitated to ambmh 
from behind tlw returned soldier. If o,nc·
body is responsible for the I'egle('~ of the 
t'O!dicr,. it is the er·lplo:.Ting· d::u::.". The 
n1en Y, ho tu re up their ,crap uf paper arc 
the Uill>loycl::', wh·_) haYC' not pnt rc>turn0d 
soldier~ bad.;: in the posit:on.;; the.v oc::Ul)iNl 
before thcv WC'nt to the \Yttr. I listened 
atten[".jyclv ·to the re1narks of hon. rncmbcrs 
oppo.-;in.•, ulle( 1US(' I \vant. to bring this parti
cular case under the notice of the leader of 
the Opposition ""cl the dqmty ]cedr-r, the 
hon. n1e1nber for .\ubigny. Tbt~.\· nrc pretty 
slick at thro,T:ing slurs ac·ro~-; th'~ Chau1ber 
and accusing u~ of nf~;;ilccting the interest·, of 
rcturrwd soldier::;. The\' haYe \-cntnrcd to 
r:ubrnlt a cast of a retur~JCO soldier to \vhom. 
t1wv :saY, relief rations have 1~,~cn rC'iu~Pd 
b('c'au~t~ ~ h(\ hr:ts written letter, against the 
GoY" r1nnent. nut, vi: hen V\"(' asked the leader 
of the Oppc'ition for p,· rticnlars. he said 
the hon. rncmb0r for _._\nbigHy would give 
thern to us. 

J'.,Jr. YO\VLES: The JHini.:'t<:r said h:~ would 
tablr; the papers. 

:\1r. HAHTLEY: I se id that I was prc
parc·d to bet the hnn. P1cmbPr that ho would 
not giYc them. If he is fair and square 
abont the thing, if he haf' a rhargc to n1a.kc 
on behalf of a persncutC'd returnC'd solclicr, 
let him gPl np and back it np. 

1Ir. \TO\\'LES: \Ye ar~_:o waiting for those 
papers to be tabled. 

:\Ir. HAHTLEY: \Vhy wait? Because tne 
hon. ElCinber kno\VS that it is a bogus charge. 

[Jlr, Hartlcy. 

If he had thought that we were unpr,"pared: 
with the ammunition to r0ply to him, he 
\Vould ha. Ye gone 011. It is no good trying 
to. sidetrack the matter hy ~aying that the 
JI.Imrster has the papers. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: I ask for the papers now. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The hon. member said 
he has all particulars of the case, and now 
he is tr:c·ing to fool the public and to curry 
faYonr with a ccrtair1 se~:tion o( .1i11goistic 
papers by endeaYouring to show that the 
GovernnHlnt wc·re pC'l'::;;ccui:ing a returned 
coldi0r and ' ould leave him to stane. 

l\Ir. V owns: That is right. 

Mr. HARTLEY: And the minute he fmds, 
that we are armNl with tho particulars of the 
case he says, "You will be able to see them.'' 

l\lr. \To\VLES: The l\lini:'iter said he \vould 
tubl0 th0 papers, and l am waiting for him 
to do so. 

1\Ir. IIARTLEY: The hon. member '"aid 
that the hon. mcmbN for ,\ubigny would 
giyc Lbc particulars. I a1n challenging the 
}wu. nwm bt.-r for A ubigny to gi YO the par
ticular:-:. The hon. n1e1nbc•r ~hould uot rnakc 
a C'h:Jrgc unle~s he js garne tu stand up and 
sub~tantiato it. 

JI.Ir. YOWL'S: \Ye are waiting for the 
papPrs. 

The SECRI'TARY FOR :\I!;.;Es: It 1s you who
are nHtking the charge. 

;yrr. :\L~X\VELL (Toou·ong): am sur~ 
pri~ed that so 1nuch heat has bc~·n intro
duced iuto this debate. Accusations have 
been 1naclc against a CE'rtain section for not 
kPcping tht~ir plc·dgcs to the r(turncc1 
'' Digg,crs." I do not know any m '11 on the 
other si-de of the House who is associated 
with an:v con1n1ittee \Yhich is tryi11g to find 
work for tbo unemployed "DiggL'l'B.n 

Mr. H.\RTLEY: As a matter of fact. I was 
on the War Council till "Billy" IIng,hc<s 
scheme k!wcked it on the head. 

~Ir. ~~IAX\YELL: If a thinrr i.;; rjght. it 
i~ right inT~pectiYP of "Billy' l-Iughcs 01~ 
" Billy" anybody else. 

The S'~,'RETARY FOR l\lr;.;Es: \Ye arc deal
ing ,vith it in a genf~ra l \Yay. 

:1Ir. :\L\XWELL: "·u cl eliminating the 
"Dig-gn"." I ;vnnt to uty this ~l. J to l10n. 
JnPmbL'rs oppo~ito--that an opportunity \\as 
given to them, if thrv wanted to show theie 
sympathy with the "Digger," to h 'ip him 
h,'- putting their na1nes down on a snbscrip
tion list whir·h has been opened. 

:\Ir. Pnsr·:: How manv men on this side 
have 1nonoy ~,o that tlH~Y -~rould contl'ib'Jto ·: 

:\1r. MAX\YELL: I am going to giVl' some 
fact.-3 in refutation of a ::;tatcrnent which has 
been 1nadc anout entployer:\. I did not want 
to do it, but. it has be n drarrged out of me. 
\YhPn the returned "IJ]ggern --~vas looking for 
his rights in the matter of ernployn1e11t to 
pnabiP him and his wif0 and familv to live, 
stnterrwnts \VC'rc made that the "bo~s" had 
not " done his bit," and I ]:;.:;ucd a challenge 
through the Pr0ss to any "Digger'' to corne 
forward and prove it~not that I belieYed 
that it was irnpos':ihlc that fOl11C employer 
had not "done his bit." but so that I should 
be ablP, a.s chairmar'r of the "Diggers'" 
'l~ncmployrrwnt Comrnittr>e, to go to such 
en1ploycrs and sa,v, "\Vhy did you not do 
your 'bit' b,, this bov ?" That challeng<' 
apJwarccl in thl' papers of the metropolitan 
ar0n, "nd of all the ca·es I got in reply 
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I found unly lvhr men \Yho had not receiyeJ 
a '' dinkum" deal frorn the crnploycr. Their 
cases \n:-re thoroughly irl\·cstigatcd, and the 
staterncnts madt• by the n1en \YCl'C' found to 
be incorrt:'ct. Some of these• rncu for sorne 
::earo pro,·iously had not held rt position \Yith 
the employer \Yho, they claimed, ha cl not 
treated him fairlv. That was su in thu 
( asc 3 out of four~ The fourth c;tsc I ha Yl' 

not been able to finalise, bec:.use I haYe not 
been able io get hold of the manag·r'l' of the 
t.ornpany conc{'rncd ov,riil~_;· to hi~ [lbS('llee 
from Brisbane on a lwiitlay_ _\s chairman 
of the Uncn1ploycd "Diggt~u' ., Cornmittcc, 
I \YrotP to the Rcturucd Sailors arJd S.Jldiers' 
In1pcrial League of ~--\u:<tralia, asking tlH·ln 
to fincl cut \vhat '· J?iggcr" had not rccciyr•d 
a fair {]cal fr01n his PniployP1\ a:;._Hl to let u~ 
kno\Y-not so that \Y(~ nl1ght receiYc any 
kudos for vrhat we were doing, but so that VVL"' 

could these men buck into their positions. 
This the r· :ply •\'hich I rccdYed, dated 
25th July, 1922-

" T ha ye to acknowledge receipt of your 
h~tter of thf~ 31st ~la:· regarding corn
plaint-:; fron1 returned soldiers again,"t 
employers who had not cani,,t! out their 
pron1isc"." 

You will notice. :Mr. Kirwan. that my letter 
was date-d 31st :i\Iay of this yc;ar, which goes 
to show that I did not •.•·ait until I had heard 
the df'bntc~ that wf're to trkc place during 
this session of the Parliament. The letter 
continnes-

" Yonr letter has !w,•n the subject of 
discus::;ion by n1y conlJnittcc, and I \YR" 

instructed to haYe a notice placed on the 
Hnployrnc11t board ttsking any soldier who 
thought he had bcHl ·wronged to ad\·i:-:o 
us. 'rhc follo\Ying i--, a copy o£ a ll'ttcr 
\'vhich ha~ bpen fon\'ardcJ n1c fronr our 
Pnlploynrcnt office:--

In rcfc-rPncc to YClUr cnnunuEieation 
enclosing the requc :t frotn ~\Ir. ~\iaxv~Tell 
regarding an:;~ unernplo.\ eel ~oldirr who 
thought he had 1;.->c•n '~'l'ongly treated, 
I beg to adYisc that a noti('C to thjs 
c !feet has bc•en on the net ice board fOl' 
a fortnight. and no C•i~L plaint ha Ye 

b::::cn rc-~cived." 

T1w hou. 1ncmbcr for liPl berl tbi" rnnruing
said that lOO returrwd eoklic·rs wNu regi 'tcrcd 
for CtnplnJ'nH.:nt at the- L~nen1plo_\ e-d S(,ldiPr::;' 
Bm-c,m in Elizabeth strPd. A great number 
of these unfortunate: un<__)nlploypd 1ncn have 
b0on thc·re_ If thev haYe ,cccn this notice
\Yhich th"_'y \vould~ancl no corr1plaints he o 
been made, it giY(' J the be direct to the n1an 
who states that the cmplovers haYc not 
"done their bit" to\\·ards thcsc- n1cn. 

Mr. PEASE: Will vou sav that ·that refers 
to the employers o( Quecn~sland' 

2\ir. l\1AXIVELL: As president of an 
org-anisation to which I twlong. I wrote to 
pract.jcally 7,000 en1ployers or organisations 
oi employel's. asking them to ·' do their bit" 
loyally to the n1en '.\ho 1Vt'1lt over the top 
and en~blcd men like tho hon_ member for 
Touv.·oon1ba and th0 hon. n1c1nbcr for Her· 
bert to Jiye in tl1e liberty and frc0elom they 
enjo/ to-day in this community. 

l\Ir. F'OLEY: That is ~~'orn ant. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: It may bo >''Orll out, 
but it is just as \vell to Cmpha~,isc it. I 
did more than the hon. member for Too
v·oomba did. 

Mr. BRE~;.;rAN: Y0u did? 

l\1r_ l\1AXWELL: I •vill leave it to the 
public and to the " Diggcrs" to sav what 
I tlid. Tt is a f<'arfnl state of affair:s when 
WP find that it is anticipat0d that £50,000 
will be r0quired to keep the unfortunate 
pr;ople who arc out of employment. 

The SECRETAHY FOn Mr~ES : Don't you 
think that the Commc-tJwcalth Government 
ar·~· under an obligation to the "Diggers"? 

:\1r. ~lAX\VELL: Yes. 

::\Ir. T. R. R,OBER'l'R : They are d1 hargiug 
it, too_ (Gm-ernment dic--.ent_) 

Mr. 0\L\XWELL: I am '(lad of that inter
jection. I and my colle~guos a11proached 
th•.' Federal Prime Mi1'i .ter an cl asked him 
to make ava.ilable £250,000 for the employ
ment of returned " Diggers" ; and he did it ! 

The SEC'ilETARY FOR ·Mr~ES: Han•n't we 
done sornething? 

Mr. l\IAXWELL: I do not know what 
you have done_ 1 do know that during the 
time thn t the Philp e.nd Denham Govern
ments \YCi'C in offic0 the present Attorney
General (Mr. Mnllan) and other hon. mem
bers now sitting on the other side -dil" tee! 
with no uncertain sound on ,-hat the dutv 
of the Government WftR. Th0v said that one 
un· nlp]oyed n1a.n ''"n'-' a drsgrace to any 
(iovernmcnt. It is C''ential th;,t '"'' s.bould 
rE:aJise ihat there are unfortunates in our 
cmnn1unity who r0quirc relief. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\lrNES: You c:<nnot 
"'Y that the Attorney-General has no sym, 
pathy. Sympathy has been meted out to 
tht2 rcturncJ '~ Digger , " 

2\h. 2\IAXvYET~L: I \nlnt to sec practical 
s- mpath_v. When the ::.!ntionalist party held 
the reim of governmPn!· the,- were twitted 
on cverv occasiDn -..v.hen there \Yas unmn
nlm,nwnt: now "-e am informed that this 
lmemploye-d difficulty ic the aftcrmftth of 
thr~ w:-> r. 'rh(~ vvar has bcce~n flni\~ht'd Eon1e 
time. The ScPrctary for Mines. \vhen he 
1-YaR a candidate for parliam0ntary honours 
in the Pa.ddington electorat0, said that after 
he was returned nnemrdoyment \Yonld be a. 
thing of the past. To-da~- it is more acnto 
than ever it h<F; been. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\fr:-;Es: I h,wc my 
speech here. 

l\ir. l\IAXIVELL: So ha·.-e L I haYe tho 
hrm. gontl0man's littll' pamphlet. too. The 
hon. gentlcrnall said that it \Yit~ against the 
best intere'ts of the comrnunitv that there 
should bo a.ny unemployment.' So it is. 
I: behoYc- t],e Opposition, the Government, 
and every person in the State to do all 
they possibly can to cr·~ate confidence. 

''vir. HARTLEY: \V ill vou support the re
n1if:-;ion of interest on th0 \Yar loan:~, to giYO 
returned " Diggers" ,,-ark? 

l\Jr. :W \X,VELL: It behoYc · members on 
both 'ides. and the community generally, to 
d.:> all thf•y possibly c;uJ to create the con
fidence that is essential to obliterate for 
c;-er this uncmp]o,·menL As the good old 
Bool~, says-" The Poor ye have ahvrrys with 
you. 

lVIr. Bm:!>:XAN: The poor olcl dupes. too. 

Mr. l\·1AXWELL: It is nee·" ary that 
thf ·,e people should be prote<,tcd. It lS 

reprehensible that. for the year just closed, 
£177.000 should haxc be<'n spent in dole~, 
after seven yPnrs' ai!mini~Stration by th1s 
Gc \'crnment. '\Vhat have they dor.e? They 

JjJr. Mancell.] 
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are offering the unemployed the socialisation 
of il1dustrit-;~thc scrapping of industries
"'hich will swell tho ranks of the unemployed. 

HmWcRABLE MEMBERS interjecting freely

The CHAIRMAN: Order l I appeal to 
hon. members again, on behalf of the 
" IIa.nsard " staff, who are doing a double 
shift. SurelY hon. members should be able 
to Pxprt?3s ibcir vievv\S in the forn1 of a 
speech. 

Mr. :\IAX\YELL: Thoro is a cure for 
unemployment which will result in its obli
teration, and thn t is to clear out the 
present occup:mts of the Treasury benches. 

Mr. FOH.DE (llockhumpton\: vYe can 
adtnin~ any 1nan':s good deeds; bnt 

,,hen parae!.·. s them for political pur,JuSPo, 
and unceasjngly tells us of his virtnr:3 iu thi":J 
Cham t;,: r ill order to catc·h a fo\-v votes. it i.s 
particularly nau>-jeating to .. 11y s. E-rcspCcting 
nY~n. \Ye have hcnrd the outburst front tlw 
hon. rnprnbPr for rfOO\YOllg as to wlJat la~ 
personally did to win the war, What has 
this Iitdc• " Digger " frorn Too·-.·ong done for 
the returned soldiers of Brisbane: 

.1\Ir. :\IAXWELL: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon. gcntlem.ut in order in 
saying that I 'vas per~onally respon~ible for 
doir:.:; all this work? 

The CHAIR:iiAN : If the hon, gentleman 
dcnie~ that he did it, the hnn. mcn1bcr for 
llockhantptoll 1nns:t uc"'f'Pt his Jcnin]. 

:Ylr. FORDE: I accept the hon. member's 
denial that he pPnonally did no': do much 
at all. He tried to get hon. members to 
belieYC that a lot of credit should comQ hi.' 
wav for what had been done on behalf of 
the' rcturnecl soldiers in Brisbane. If the 
hon. n1cn1 ber ha~ dolle anything for the 
rctnnl( _l 1nen, I a1n glad to knO"\V it, bcc.-~usc
the amount of lHlcrnplo~nnent amongst 
returned soldiers throughout Australia to-day 
is dct)lorablc. rrhere is 11101'0 unc-n1ploynwnt 
among ·t. returned ~o1dicrs in other State-:> of 
An,tralia than in QuPcP ~land. The hon. 
n1t'm bet for Toowong i ried to lead hon. 
memb·~rs to belieYe that he >''as a friend of 
the ·worker. and that he is the good, sound 
democrat frorr1 the 1nost conservative cou
stit.twncy in the nwtropoJis. I-Ie was chair
Inan of the commi t()' "\Yhich sent thnt 
infamoES delegation to LorH~·Oll to cut off our 
mone_v suppli~-·~. \vhich diU J-HHC to 
unc1nployn1ent in Queo·1sla nd thun 
I kno1v of. I-Io 1vas also :1 pron1inc:nt pcrsou 
at tbe secret n1ceting of tb0 Elnp1o:•~'r:o;' 
Federation which "'~" lwld at the Union 
Bank Chambers in ·Jhc carlv part of !his 
year. At that meeting the hon. centlcman, 
speaking what he thought, said~ 

"~Ir. Edkins told u-, thnt he IYo.ntc~~J 
an arn1y for defence and not for 
dc£1ancc. I am not too sure that the 
time has not arriH cl whnn we ha Ye got 
to attack." 

Thi little "Digger " from Toowong said 
that thcv had to attack the worken and the 
nu1ons a"nd 1vipo out unionjsm. 

The C1LUR2VIAN: Ord• r ! I hope the 
hon. 1Tt(·mbcr \vJl connt'ct his ren1ark-; with 
the ,-otc before the Comrr.itte0. 

Mr. FOJ:.t.DE: Y cs. If hon. members oppo~ 
site could bring into force what they incli
catcd that night, th0re would be thousands 
and thousflnds of additiorul unemployed in 
Queensland, 'They woui cl abolish all the 
unions in Qucen,land, and according to 

[Jir. Jlaxwell. 

Brigadier-General Thompson. the;;· \Yoald 
have a Hnn.ll band of milit>.ry to 1Jut down 
indu.;trial di~pntf's. Ont> l1on. lllC'rrllH~r oppo
fiite, the oth.cr da.~y interjected, :: T~ k1Pep 
the worken m thmr prcper place. ~f t.1ey 
att<: :npt to do that, there vvill LP consjder
ably mm·,2 unernplo::od in Queensland tha!l 
there arc to~Llay. The leader of t.he Oppos1~ 
ti.Jn intlir .1tcd tf:at h1 a certain ~phere of 
the public service three n1cn were doin;:: two..ol'" 
nH .1's job:::. The inferenec- to b,-, dya-..vn fro1n 
that i that there v ere hundreds and 
hundreds of men in the public ~t)n,icc vvhorn 
the Opposition >Youlcl dim:i'' if th''Y became 
the Government. A grc o:;_tf•r an:.ount ·n:ould 
have to be paid for rcliPf, if the :n:Pn were 
rot 10 be allowed to cLtrYc. lu hm "peech 
at L~ idlcv the lercdCJ' of the Oppooit.ion said 
t;Htt thcr;_, WPre 3,000 1n0n too 1>1any in the 
Ea 11 ,, n v I)cpartnicnt. Th0 i·nfer .~nee is th:1 t. 
jf lH? bc-c~··'lC Premier of Qucendand. iho~,~ 
rnC'n -..vould be di:"P1i~.~,cd from th<-~ Railwa~v 
Dt'partnwnt. and there 1Yon1d be considPra?l:v 
n1ore une-mrloycrl in Qu("~'nsland, ttnd rhe 
amount rf'quirPd for rdief IYould be 
greater. I think it was tht'' hon. nH:mbcl' 
for Kcnned• who said that the GoYcrnm,:nt 
did not giY~ preference to ~:C't~u·tH:d soldier8 . 
To hear the hon. rnen1ber ta1lnng. Ol)O would 
think that all the pri1·ate emplo, crs g~ve 
prefer0ncc to returned soldiers. An article 
appt<lring :in the " Dail:, T\T ajl " in connec
tion with an appointnH~nt n1adc by the 
Southport Shire Council states-

, . ..:\. returned 'Digg;cr' has vvritten 
niticising the action of tho Southport 
Shire Council in appointing the on of 
one of the aldcrn1(~D as motor-Ion·, 
driver when the polie,- of the council i~, 
SUPl?O~o~, t~ be rn·pfcronco for returned 
sold1ers. 

Tlw Southport Shire Council is a Tory 
C0Uncil, and that is IYhat S0!11C rrory C'OUllC'llS 

do. Hon. members oppoc;i~ b sQy t h~t !'!10 

GoYernment haye not done the fair thing by 
the returned soldiers. At the thjrd annual 
meetinc of the Rotunwd Sailor'· and 
Soldier.~' In1perial League, ~1r. J". F. Rcid 
is repmtc,d in the BrisLMne " Telegra11h" of 
4th March, 1921, aG haying ·Lted-

" It "as onlv fair that the other sicle 
of the CJUestion" should he put. When he 
returned fron1 the w,' r thA promises 
1\·hirh were made to hin1 by privaje 
0n1ploycrs before he enlisted ·were not 
kept. ' He s0cur~d a yo-.ition fr-JT?,. t h~ 
State Gm~ernment m the Sol-diers 
Inquiry Office, and :instrt~-:tlons IYCr3 

issno-d that thA utmost .,, ae .'o be done to 
ctnploy returned soldiers." 

H0 ~"'onld not {:rf't a iob frorr.. th~ cons<?rvativo 
cnlployor:_;, but' thf' 'La~onr. Govc-rnif1Cnt r;·ave 
him a ioh. and told h1m 1t '~· o,s h1s dut.v to 
endf1Y0ur 1·o grt pmriloynH:nt for rrh1r~cd 
3olr1ier '· iYir. R,~id is reported as hav1ng 
further stated-

" In instire to the St •te Gm·crnment 
it is o1ilv rig-ht to sa,· t.hat it had done 
ih best 'to employ rdnrnerl eoldier8," 

At. tlw came me~ting, J\Ir. J. R. Fmtcr is 
repartee! as haYing statecl-

" The strenuous tin1e ho. was having 
as district secretary \Yao; rna1nly dne to 
tmemplo:vmcnt. l\1;·, Kcrr had made the 
bold assertion that. wlth only tv;o exccp
tionc, 11rivate cmplo:;crs had hon.oured 
their obligations to returned .men m the 
matter of employment. It m1g-ht be that 
the employer had ho!ioured his obliga~ 
tions to the extent of giving a man a 
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1o1nporary job vvhcu he rehtrned. frorn 
the \Yar, but he would find that in many 
iusLenccs tho soldier did n<lt hold the 
po'3ition for more than six monthP. I 
ca11 quote specific instances of soldiers 
to \', hon1 I arn trying to give ' a disgust
lug dole ' to keep them_ out of the gutter. 
A list of < mnlovers who had not fl1irlY 
trc•ated retun1ed. sokliers shmtld be pub
lished in our official organ, with the 
requnt that soldiers and their do
pendantJ :-:huuld not patronisr those 
finns.'' 

statt~n1ents ernanating frorn hon. 1TI81Yl
opposito to-day defe1Jding the way that 

:their employer friends haYo treated the 
returned soldiers arc 1ni::;lcading haldcrUash 
intended ·,{, decciye the people outsi-de. l\Ir. 
Foster poinh ont that jobs of a te'nl1orary 
nature \VC'l'C giYen, but within a fey_: weeks or 
few mont~ the soldiers ''ere di.:;e:h2-~·ged and 
the empl(.} "r:::. took thci1· owu frif'nds on 
again. 

:i\lr. }L\E1LEY: That Js the cnlplo:;-er _,' 
n ttitude en-'ry tirnc. 

l'.lr. FOHDE: I rtii;r0e wilh th. hr.·!l. mem
ber for Fiizro'::, I-!c c Hlle l ,1ck frorn the 
Soath African --,Yar and found tha.t t.hc Torv 
t'rnployors VYould Hot do n1uch for hirn. T~1 
~how ho1v the Cornnl.on wealth Gun=-rnmPnt 
aro dealing with the matter, I desire to 
quote the following 0xtract from the 
"'Daily Standai·d" of the 28th April, 1922:-

,, LITHGOW DISMISfALS. 

" ).Iore rn('n are being disrnisFcd from 
the Lithgo\v Sn1all Anns' Factory, lOO 
having received notit·e~ to quit. In
duded in the list aru l'l'turned soldi0rs. 
rr1ain1cd soldiers, and married rnen. ·while 
in many instances single men are being 
r0taincd. A further El notices will be 
issued to-dav. "<one of the thirteen 
foren1en at t'he works, each dr:Jv/ing up 
tJ £500 a year, have ~'Pt boon dismi'-·<'cl. 
the Federal Government'., policv being 
to disrni." -, those on low "'.Ya:;·c"3. ,-

I quote' that extract to show how the F oderal 
?\ ationali ~t Government is treating re~urlE d 

soldiers in the other States of 
l2 p.m.] Auetralia. In onP of -.llte local 

papers of the 28th April, 1922. 
( find the pvsition in :::VIclbourne stated as 
follov.·s :-

" ' The position as regards une~nploy
lTil-llt gros\.:> worse day by du~y,' said 1fr. 
IIarp'-:.·, Jnan:-tg,r,r of tLC' R ... 'turncd 
EmphJymc11t Bureau, St. J(lldn, Y'~'~±-er
day. o\pproxilllatd:· 9G) unemployed 
SoldiPr~ had regi·· fprcd at hi3 of!ii -·~ 
~inct:~ ?-.Ir:- da~-. and only thirty-two vo::;;i
tion;, had been filled. On the n.yprage 
5GJ HE'll cr-:lled at J\Tr. 1-inrpor':-< oni:_f' 
en'ry da:v. Yost('rdtly a ·'~~Hd 
filEllb·;r, applied for work 10 
a.I.:._. and noon.'' 

Thi.., sho-~Ys that there arc in }fclbou1·n0. 
rqJpro:-:it:1atcl,\-, 1,000 returned 1ncn looking 
for crnploymcnt.. and, sure]-,-, 1 on. tnembcr..:; 
npposit: eaiJnot blarne the QucPr"-]and Lnbour 
Co,-err' .ent for that. It is ~_.:):nothing oyer 
\chid1 \YI.~ haYo no eo· trol. Tbcn"' jc; not 
;_:_ Ls bour UoYl'rnrnPnt in po-..ycr in \.Tictori ,' .. 
The Q'l<- _·r.-1and L·:-o.hour C-.:_,vcl :J:wnt arc 
·~trivlrE:t to find ernnlov1ncnt for the l~21C·n1-
ploy• d__, gen0n1lly. Thf•re will be. ny)pro"Xi
n:atcl~-7 2.000 \Yorkruen 0mployed on thQ rc-1-
strucbon ·works in COllllCC'tjon \".-.-i b ilw 
~orthcrri Burnett sche~ne y h~n. tbr.,- arc 

PrJuippL•rl tu the fulle..;t extent. Then there 
ar~ the Daw "011 \T allcv vvater con:su1·yation 
nnd irrigation fehmne~ and the I3aralaLa
Castle Cn•ck Railway with the propo.,cd 
extension to Delusion Creek. Th<'~L' v orl'"~:-~ 
\Yili E;Inploy a considerably larger uun1bcr 
of 1nen than has CYCi' bcfote beL'n 

e,>1ploycd ut one tinoo in C:ontral 
Queensland. Then, the Labour GoYtJl'llrnct>t',.
guarantecd price for cotton will result ju 
the employment of a considerable number of 
n1cn jn the g1·owing of cotton a.:d cf others 
in picking it. One has onl~, to look at thC' 
l'Xl>orts from Quecml_,_nd to sec that industry 
hets not been stiflf'd. The exports from 
Qucen2land last 3 car increa-;ed b.\- £200,Q.JJ, 
as against a decrease of £8,500.000 frotn 
Victoria. and a decreac'c of £4,000.000 in 
Tory-goyerned \Vest Australia. FLJrtbcr
more, \fhe ftgures >Show tl1at, in.~tcad of tlw 
Yalue of n1anufacturcs decreasing in QneC1l8-
land, they arc on the increa .e. In 1914, the 
tot·=d ya,l1:,e of good", n1anufac 1:ured in Queens
lanJ was £25. ;oo,ooo, and in 1920 the tntal 
yaluc was £39,783,000, and the~ averagL 
amount to the credit of depositors in the 
f)avings Bank in Qucensla-~d uudcr u Labour 
Goyernrncnt is greater than it is in a11y 
State of Au~tra]ia. I rnet~t:!on that to PhoiY 

that tlw T1Yorkers are being b,:ttcr trcatcrl 
ln- the LaLunr GoYernn1ClH of Quccn-;lnnd 
than thcv al'c in the otht·r State::. Ii the 
IJart:; op'iJos!tc \Vt re :in l1JW0r, thc··e would 
b~ further unemployment, and further relief 
wo':Jd have to be given or thP people would 
b -, l~::ft tp starve. 

One hon. member referred to the sugar 
indu:-:.try. Thnt industr~ also has :Jro-:ppr('(i 
under Labol1r rule. In 1915. the year in 
\Yhieh this Government came into power. 
the sngar industry- ,,·as y,-orth to QuDenshtnd 
£1.500,000. and in 1921 it was worth 
£9,500,000. 

I am authcnticallv informed that 25.000 
people arc directly engaged in the industry 
in Queensland. At tho recent Sugar Con
ference it was stated thal £6,000.000 are paid 
in ''"ages ovcry year in the sugar industry. 
gi,·ing employment, not only to thousands of 
Qucensle.nders but to up\Yards of 4,000 men 
from tlH' other States of Australia who come 
here for the seasonal work. 

:Ylr. FLETCHER: \Vhat has all this to do 
with outdoor relief? 

c\Ir. FORDE: 1t has a lot to do with it. 
bc·causc, if we di·ct not treat the sugar indus
try well, and give employment to thcs0 
people, the: would hav-e to get relief. What 
annoys the hon. member is that the Goycrn
ment are keeping those peoplo away from 
the relief depot in Alice street. On,~ biz 
business manager at a recent 1ncoting of the 
Brisbane Chamber of Commc;·co-:Ylr .. }. :!'\. 
Devoy-·' :\tid~ 

"It "\Vas nee: ~sarv to have taxation. 
and 1nannfarturers l;ad done well during 
the lest fiv-e years." 

That abcolutdy disposes of the argument of 
hor1. members opposite that we have stopped 
production and preyente-d enterprise from 
c·xpanJing. causing additional unemployment. 
\Yhich in its turn. they say, has 1nado men 
g-) to the rcliPf depOt. I find that a good 
dt~al of rnoney has been spent in Go..-0rn1ncnt 
r<'iief fM p0ople other than the unemployed. 
There arc son10 people "-"' ho cannot \vork. 
I-Ion. n1cn1b('rs opposite \YOukl lead us to 
bPliev-r' that there arc thousands of poople 
\Yho will not \Vork and \vho aro living on 

Mr. Forde.l 
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the GoYernn1cnt, which, they say, conniYe at 
llHlt sort of thing. That is not ,eo. From 
inquiries n1ac~e, I find that fort.T-four aged 
and ~irk lllC11 1 thirty-three ~", ivcs of aged 
aud sick ll1Cl!, and 172 \Yido1~ --; get rations 
0Ycrv rnonth; SCY<jntv-throc d(:sertcd IYOltWll 
come along to the d.epot in Bri:-bano every 
rr,o,Jth for relief, and 131 wiYC· of men who 
an: awa.v fl·o1n Bri~bane also get r0li('f fron1 
Hw dupOt.. That makes a total of 453 who 
cannot vos~ibly \York a1u} \\·ho get rPliof in 
Bri ·bane cwry month. If you rimltiply\ 
that nuntber Gy twcl \"0, you got 5,436 for 
two!ye mouths. \Vill hon. members opposite 
~ lY that \Ye should not giYe relief io those 
people~ rrhesc figures arc for Brisbane only. 
I ask hon. n1crnbers to think for a Jnolnent 
oi the people in oth~r centres like Rock
han1pton, r.rownsYillc, Toowomnba. and Glad
~tonc who rcn1c 'vithin the catcgoty of thm:-,~ 
I haYO just refcrn)d io vYho ar;) sick and 
infirrn, 1uany of then1 (, ick \Yorncn vi.rho are 
nrrable to obtain \York. They are getting
relief, and will ha ye to continue to get 
relief, because they are unable to work 
through phy.<ical di.•abilitr. In "ome cases 
the l-Iomo Sccrctar.Y to Hl:V knovdedgP has 
giycn l'C'lic£ to mother-:; with largo fan1ilics
Statc monetary aid amounting to the sum of 
£2 10s. per week, in the case of a woman 
with five children, being insuflici•·nt. It is 
imposoible for her to carry on iudefinitely on 
that anwunt, when she ha'3 to buy clo~~1ing 
for her littl0 ones. and. consr-oucntlv ··he 
has to come to the State Und ask i for r~tions. 
In de serving cases that re.licf has :.cen 
grantc·d. The ?viinister is care-ful in those 
case, not to be extrava.c~ant. liP tric~ to keep 
down the expenditure, but the assistance has 
be'- n grunted in son:;_p { tses, and I think that 
it shoul-d be granted. In other case: there arc 
old-age pensioners who arc unable to live on 
t}lcir pen.-:.ions, nnd in special cirrLunstanc 
the ::\:Iinist:>J' ha8 give :1 thcrn snudl relief in 
the \\'ay of r>tlions. I bclieyc that the 
pPopJr, of Quf'f'n3land will cndol'-·e tht~ action 
of th(_' GoYcrnrncnt in gra~ting that relief. 
The GoYcrnn10nt. in order to Jnini mise the 
cxpPnditurc undPr the heading of "'ltatio!l~," 
ostablish(·d a store in Brisbane ·vrhcl'(1 rations 
can be obtained at the lowest po-'sible price. 
It is autl1enticallv stated that it ('ost~ 19s. 
to bny ratio~s outside which can be o!Jta.ined 
in the store for 10;. Xot only are !here 
peop!(~ in the eatcgory of tho~c who are 
physically unable to f :1rn their O\Vn liYing 
in Brisbane, but you will find a ronsiderabL} 
number in other centres of the State. 

To hear hon. members opposite spL'aking-, 
anyone would think tlw t Queensland is the 
only country where there are any unemployed, 
and that there aro no unemployed at all in 
any other part of the \Yorld. \\'o knmY that, 
as the result of years of d('vastating· w;cr, 
industrie<; haye been dislocated and there 
c re large numbers of unemploc-<>d in every 
countrv in the world to-da''· Thr'; are in 
n1nch . greater number now than~ in prc-
·war d:1ys. I have here sornc fi~·un_ ~ to 
show the numbers of unemployed in dif
fen•nt parts of tho world, and anyone study
in~ these figures will understand the magni
tude of the problem that cxis.ts for· finding 
work for the unemplored. The figures I 
have before me show tho numbers whollv 
and partialJ~~ Ulll'll1ployed in Europe are:__:_ 
"rcat Britain. 1,9S8,022; France, 16.'207; 
Germany, 209,293 · Holland. 83,723: Switzer
land. 99.541: Ita!~;, 606.819; Denmark, 
92,702; Sweden, 16,884; Xonv:.y, 3,673; 
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Belgium, 85,264; Poland, 182,000; Czecho-
SloYakia, 16.000. That shows that there arc 
unempcuycd all over the world to-day, and 
in Europe alone, £ .::l'lusivc of Rus~ia, there 
cu·e 4.00J,(}J0 unPn1ployed. The total nun1ber 
o£ uurmployed in the twelve European 
countric,; which I have ju·t quoted amount 
to 3,400,000. To the Europcall total must 
also be added another 3,40u,OOO who arc 
unemployed in the United States of America. 
rl1hcre aro no Labour Govcrnrnent-5 in power 
in a:uy o£ the C'ountrjc 3 I have ju·-i quoted. 
That proYes that un<•mployment is largo!: 
the aft<;rmath of the war. The lout! uews
jJapers indicate that in England there arc 
milliom of people on the ycrge of starvation. 
Sc,rcly the Labour party is not to blame for 
th.ct! In Grctt Britain al01w they paid out 
£58.6\·0,000 in unclllployc.d benefit•• dcning 
1921. Just mark that-£58,600,000 as com
pared with the few hundred thousand pounds 
which wo have spent in Queen .. lam!! 'There 
is 1nore unemployment in Groat Britain to
clay than in any previous period 'inoe 1879. 
Yet hon. rnemb<'ro opposite HY that the wa1· 
had nothing· to do "·ith unemployment. Of 
course, the war had a lot to do with it. It 
is well known that throughout Que;,nsland 
to-day owin~ to the high priees, ancl benuse 
of tl1~ y('r; stringent tactics adopt( d by 
the wholesale merchants, the small trades
people are not able to got their --locks on 
cn~dit. The n'erchants d0n1and (a.-h. and 
because of this the retailers have also to 
de~nand cash fn1111 the "·orkcrs, and that is 
forcing them to go to the r<>licf dep6t to get 
their rations from tho Government store. In 
normal times the small tradc~peoplc would 
be able to give them credit. :'vi any peoJ?le 
nscd to be able to get crecht for three. s1x, 
and nine rr1onths. and thf',V ·vn~re able to 
carry on but thev cannot do it nmY. If any 
da~ ~ of 'th0 <'O~n1nnity js rnaking a good 
thing in this pNiod of trinl for Qnc~nsl··n.d, 
it is the great wholesale m0rc hants of Bns
bane. 

?\'fr. FLETCHER: It is a period of trial right 
enough. 

Mr. FORDE: Yes, due to the aftermath 
of the \var, and alleviated by t~is Goveru
ment If it wore not for thiS GoYerCJ
lllf''Ht: the people would be go1nr throt1gh a 
n1ost. excruciating ti1nc. Th0 G on:~rnmcnt ~,re 
true to their principles. They arc not hh' 
thC' hon. member for Fort Curtis. -.,·ho !_eft 
the ::\'ationalists because they would not g1ve 
him the loudership of tho part~.-. I ha,-.:e had 
a number of complaints frorn unc·I:np1o . ..-ed 
regarding the handing out of rchef, bt~
causc it is con idcrerl the Goycrnment al:o 
not gonerou'o enough. The :Yllmster lS 

rndcavouring to keep the yote down, but, 
whilst there are need:- and hungry p•_opl~ 
in the communitv. we would not be w·Jrthy 
of the name o( leg-is! a tors if we D ilowocl 
th<m to die b" the wa~Jide, in tl10 \': L. SOI.'lC 

llon. n1E'Ltbcrs opposite \\TOU
1t·d {1o. 

Mr COLLI:'\S (Bnwrn): E,u·lior in the da7 
the bo11. member for Burrurn did 1 <~] the
honour of quotlug ~o1nc r01narlc~ n1adc ?-Y 
me on the relief Yote jn 1915. I a1n qu1te 
stltisficd. taking into c>onsideration the youth 
of that hon. 1nernbcr, that, if he continues 
to rc~1d 1nr spcc('h~s. there is no doubt he 
y·ill dev0loP on fair1:.' found linr~. 

GoYEllX).fF.XT :Tht1E2'.IBERS: Hear, hear! and 
lnughter. 

J\Ir. COLLIXS: \\'hen I think that a young 
man like the hon. member for Burrum, a 
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Jwtive·born, born in this beautiful country 
'lrith its glorious sunshine, has such old con
"'rvativo ideas. I often fear for the future of 
{?nN'll~land and the future of th:- .Con1nlon
'~"~'alth. I fear for the future of tlus countrv 
if the hon. mo•nbor for l3urrum is a sampl'e 
of what Au,tralia is now producing. The 
hon. member qtw!od from my speech. and I 
run going to make furthf'r use of the quota
tion he made. On page 2631 of '' Hansard" 
for 1915.1916, I am reported as ha ,·ing said-

" 'This Goyernrncnt \\"ftS nov: setting 
about to make a change, and he trusted as 
time w •nt on that there 'Yould lw no need 
to giv•" outdoor relief. He had visited the 
dep0t, f!nd it \YaS onP of the most d1s· 
heu:·tcning things that a rnan eould see. 
'rhc da v he w·as in l\Iargarct street 
among::<t~ the crowd he saw won1cn \vith 
babl'S at their breasts getting relief in 
ordt'l' to live. Surelv theY wore not 
going to hold the G ove~nment responsible 
for that. How could they right the wrong 
of centuries in le;,,s than tt session of 
Parliarncnt? It was impossible for thern 
to do it. The-- wen' going ~- tep by step, 
and if aftm thc'y had bt>Pil in power for 
three years the ,ame lll..Hnbt'r of persons 
had to get relief it ·,, ould then be the 
dc1ty of the Opposition to criticise them." 

0PPO"o!TION }.llmiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

;'11r. COLLIXS : I am glad to hear those 
"'llcur, bears,'' h:'cause that stateuwnt 1YaS 

rnadP in good fait-h. Thr0o years afterwards, 
ln 1918, tho arn1istice Vi as signrd, and I am not 
responsible for the tel'ms of pe~ce, which have 
·brought nearly the whole world down on 
it~ knc::.,s. D·, it we-re. The tcrn1s of peace are 
rc:;ponsible to a large extent for our inability 
to solve the problem of mwmploymcnt. Hon. 
nH:mhcr;;; n1ay a~k me to prove n1y ca.:,e, and 
I am going to endeavour to clo so. \Vi!! any
hccly -,ay that tho terms of peac ' did not 
nperate against the salt> of QLleensland meat 
in the markets of Europe? \Vho said, 
'· Ilang the Kaizer''? \Vho said. "\'l~e will 
not trade with GermanY" 1 It was not the 
Lc-~bonr party of Gr0at 13ritain-whero an 
loction was practically fought upon the ques· 

tion of hanging tht' Kaisrr-ncr wag jt th~ 
r Jmnwm:ealth Labour prrrty, although the 
Federal election of 1919 was to some extent 
fought on the qu0stion of trading with Ger· 
many. The result of not trading with 
.G•·nnany and other countric.:. is unen1ploy
rnent. Is there anv 1nen1ber on tho other 
side, including the hvon. member for Burrun1, 
who will say that one of the causes of uncn1-
ploymcnt is'not our inability to cell our b~'cf? 
~l.rtyone \Yho knows anything about North 
Ouconshtnd knows the number of men who 
"~ere Pmploved in the meatw arks there when 
wp were s0lling our meat to the Imperial· 
j,,ts-the Yery fmperialists who said later on, 
\' \Ye do not \Yant yonr beef. V~ ... e can get 
beef from the Argentine." It was \vanted 
only ~o long as it, suii·"d t.heir purpose, or so 
long as tho war lasted. That is the history 
"'f c.,pitalism the world over. The fact that 
Great Britain was willing to forgo the pay. 
r,wnt of the monev she had lent the Allic' 
proved she recognised that she had made a 
nristakc in agreeing to the peace terms of 
1919. ln comrnon with the rest of the world, 
\VC are suffering from uncmploy1nent because 
of thosn peace terms. The hon. member for 
Bnrrum wont on to quote another portion 
<Jf my speech in 1915-

" I-Ie was convinced that, so long as 

tlwy had production for gain iust ad of 
production for use, so long would they 
lHlYe to ginJ outdoor relief." 

ha.-e no h,,,itation in saying again that we 
cannot nght the "'Tongs of centuries in one 
session of Parliament, nor yet in rnany 
SPssions. It is a vory difficult task, work;,ng 
as we have to work under the capitali,,tic 
fYsten1. It is true that \YC are in a transition 
stage, but it is a very slo1v process indeed .. 
It jg an evolutionary process. VYe arc 
gradually trying to bring· about a better 
organis·~·d systen1 so as to do a\YUJ with 
tLlll'ITl[Jloynwnt. Everyone knows that, in 
order to dev0lop a ne~-;- country like Queen~~ 
land, frorn tinE' to tin1e ""\C have to dr>t\it.~ 
npon the accun1lllation of ages 1n the f.)rn1 of 
, :tpital, and that \H' have to go to other 
countries to borrow the means to enable us 
to de•"elop this State. Hon. members oppo· 
site who, as the hon. member for Rockhamp. 
ton stated, stopped us from gettmg the 
£9~000 000 loan when the Premier visited 
LoiJclo;, ought to be branded as traitors. I 
was going to say they onght to be hanged 
at the lamp.poot, but I will not go that far. 
(Laughter.) Had wo got the money at that 
time. tho Bowen iron and steel works would 
have~ bC'cn half cornplotcd by n(HY, and we 
would ha' ' had a large number of men 
employed thc-re. 

GOYER:OJEKT :'llE:\!BERS: Hear, h<car! 

:'IIr. COLLII\S: Hon. members on the other 
side did all tlw_v < ouid to destroy the Labour 
Gm·ernment. Thcv arc ro,ponsible to a largo 
c ncnt-not th w:holo extent, I am willing 
to admit-for the unemployment that cx1sts 
in this Stato. \Ye aro not the only Govern
ment who have unemployed. Take Great 
Britain, with nearly 2,000,000 able·bodied men 
out of employment. \Yho governs Great 
Britain? Great Britain is governed by the 
blue·blooded crowd, and they have not been 
able to solve the unemployed problem. ThPre 
is onlv ono pal'ty that can, and that IS tlw 
worki;1g class party in the cliff 'rent countn<'s 
of the 1<orld. :\fy friend. the hon. member 
for Fitzroy, interjected when the hon. m.em· 
her for Toowong \Ya':l speaking tlus morni!lg, 
asking that hon. member if he favoured domg 
av,ay ,.-ith the interests upon th' war loans of 
.\ustralia. That might help to solve t~e 
JHOblem, because what we have, to pay m 
interest to bond.holden we could then use 
in the development of this Commonwealth. 

:'lfr. VowLES: Are you in fa YOlU of that? 

?.:lr. COLLINS': It was good enough for 
Gr''"t Britain to propo'e that to the' d1fferent 
Allied countries quite recently. I just want 
to draw the attention of the lcctdcr of the 
OppoRition to the fact that he is getting more 
cnnser.-ative than the House of Lords. Fancy 
that hard.,hellcd Torv, Earl Balfour, making 
euch a proposal ~ Had '"e done such a thi11g 
ten or fiftccn voars ago we vvould haYe been 
mf't with the Cl'V that we were in favour of 
confiscation. Earl Balfour, s0eing the slate 
that the \Yorld is in at the present time from 
u n eronornic standpoint, can s0~ that sornf>
thing must be done to solve' the problem of 
unernployment, not only in Gr·eat Britain but 
throughout Europe. EuropP at present 18 

standing at the edge of a precipice much more 
dnng0rous than was the case during the war. 
Ko one can tdl what is likely to happen 
unless something is done to solve the problem 
of unemployment in the different countries of 
the world. We ha.-c done something in that 
dircrtion; we ha Ye endeavoured to solve it 

Er. Collins.] 
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so far a~ the economic position \Yi1l allow us. 
\Ye ar.• dependent upon tho world's market-- to 
a large extent. 'That. sho\">Ts .th? co~nplP';: 
state of societv. It sho'ss that 1t 1s go1ng to 
take a long trme for the world to regain its 
equilibrium. \Ve are not responsible; we arc 
"'Jffcrin~ to a. largo -extent frorn the af~cr
math of the y,-·ar. I heard the hon. memoer 
for Tomvong talking D bout the returned 
"J)j,;.gers." I kno'v tho history of all wars. 

At 2.25 p.m., 
:\1r. D1'K~TAN (Oympir), one of the panel 

nf Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. COLLIKS: After '"""'s, when patriot
im1 kts died, the men who have battled and 
built up the Empire are generally thn;nvn 
uuon the scrapheap or allO\,·ed to g·o wto 
u;e streets <!nd beg for a cru:~t of bread. 
That ie what is hap,;cning all the world 
m· cr. The hon. member for Toov. ong and 
hi' colleagues belong to the employing class. 
fbd they clone their duty by the returned 
mpn there \Yould not ha Y0 been any returned 
so:djcr'" out of ctnployrncnt L"ither in Queens
land or in Australia. lt i,) no H'o·C the hon. 
n1cmber ~aying in thi-, <;Jha,I,:nb~r tha,t ,;v, c do 
not contnbut'' towards tne Digger., fund. 
\Y o do not belong to the cm ploying class; 
\VC belong to the cla:3s which has to work 
for the omplo:'ing class. Does the hon. n: ''ll· 
ber for Tocnsong thinlt WC' po·;gc:;:~ large 
arrwunts of surplus cash and that we draw 
rliYid· nd' from time to time.? They are the 
people who control the capital of this St~te, 
ancl it is to tlwm that the returned •oldiers 
haYc to look for emplov.mlnt. \\'hat would 
be the use of a return~,d soldier con1ing to 
rno and a~k1n'·- me for ea1ployrnent? I am 
like himself-f belong to the working cla:ss, 
and I an1 1Jot in a position to e1nploy h1111 
owing to the present state of moiety. A 
nu1nher of hon. men1bers oppnfito bclong to 
th,-, crnp1o: ing c1ass. and it is to tlwrn he 
should look for employ;nent. Tho men who 
\vent to the war \vcre pro1niscd that on then~ 
return en1ployn1cnt \Yould be found for them. 
I undcr•Lncl that ever:-' man who volunteered 
from the Railway Department and wont to 
the wnr was fom1d emploc·mc"t in the Rail
wav Department on his return. The patriot'"· 
of .l)necmlanrl ann the Commonwealth, who 
at that time professed to haYo a monopoly 
of patriotism, told till' men that, when they 
returned, everything would be d01~e for them. 
Whv did they not keep to their contract, 
the ';;;ame as the Queensland GoYernment haYo 
done? If thcv hac! done so there would have 
been no uneri:1ployed " diggers " in Queens
land or other parto of the Commonwealth. 
They die! not keep to their contract. 

Mr. VoWLES: If the rc;o]utions of the 
Perth ConfNence had been carried into effect 
theY woLdd not have been here 

:'\Ir. COLLIXS: The resolutions <if the 
Perth Conference were in accord with the 
oxpressionJ by Earl Balfonr the other day, 
shu,ving that we arc tcaf'hing hon. 1nen1ber.; 
opl1ositn all the tirne. The~~ are a -<;lrag on 
the- wheeh of progTess, ancl haYo 1co 1de~s at 
all for the benefit of mankind. It is YCTY 

ea,.,, for hon. membc·n opposite to get up 
and criticis:_• what one hon. membcT referre-d 
to as dole". He ought to be ashamed to 
refer to sqch a thing as a dole. The claw, 
to which we belong has built up the Empire 
and made the Empire what it is to-day. The 
kings. and dukes. and earls. and lords, and 
all the snobocracy have built up nothing. 

[Mr. Collins. 

TheY have onlv deYuurc·d that v:hich the 
wOrking cl as~ V has built up. Do any hall~ 
n1rmber;; oppo'"'ltc thiEk that we, a:-:; a cla~s. 
,,ould accept rc1ic£ unle:__-; 1vc '"'.:rf; cmnp_cllrd ·r 
\\T c ha ye been cor11pc·llcd. by forc·p of cuculll
:;:tanccs ovc'r \vhich \YC hnxo 110 controL to 
accept relief. The working class has bt'Cll 
forcc•cl to go for relid. not only in this State
or the Commonwealth, but tlrroughout the 
Briti~h En1pirc. The working . classt- ~. ~re 
not rcspon3iblc for the cconotnic _ c>oncht1on 
that exists in the world to-dcty. Hon. mem
bers opposite belong to a. cl a-..·~ ·which ~as 
goyerncd mankind frorn tnne In1l;1<;'nlonal, 
and the·· have mad0 a sorry n1css ot 1t. 

:\fr. KERR : The hotl. me;11ber has not 
'pro• eel it. 

2\Ir. COLLINS: I have proYed it. Tho 
claSJ repro'l'ntecl by hon. mom_bcn opposite 
are rc··ponsiblc for sendmg mdhons to the 
sh~mble·, and for the sacrifice of millions of 
liYcQ.. The\· arc responsible for the fa1nincs 
in Ru3'ia, 'India, China. and other parts of 
th,, world. I am satisfied the time will come 
whe-n the "·orkers will be true to thtmseln 
and true to the Labour GoYC'rniTIC1Jt, whrn 
the v will bo able to solve the unemplovcd 
prohlom. It will be soh·ecl a grc·at deal 
easier if wo can get hold of the reins of 
o·oycrn1ncnt in the Cornrnonwealth. 'fhe 
Connnonwealth. and not the States, rontrol 
the finances of this Commonwealth. Had the 
Comn1onwealth GoYcn1mcnt boen tru0 to 

themselves and done justice to· 
[2.30 p.m,J the people of Australia at the 

close of the war, or when they 
knew peace was about to be proclaimed, they 
would have put on the market a loan for 
£100,000,000, and would he.vc gone on '"lth 
big pub1ic works throughout th2 Common
W<'alth and found work. not only for the 
rC'turned " Diggrrs/' but also for other men 
"ho wanted work. They have power to do 
it. We did not have power to do it. We 
,vero dependent on out';;.ide sourcPs for our 
loan monev. \Ve were dependent a good 
deal on the Commonwealth for our loan 
n10DL~,~, and we 1vere refused loan 1noncy for 
a time, both bv the Commonwealth and b~,
tho·<c outside. · \Ye have done rcmarkablv 
well, considering the opposition \Ve have ha-d 
to meet with on the part of the opposmg 
forces. The Commonwealth Government 
haYe been lacking in their duty. and I hope 
the workers of the Commonwoc•.lth and those 
who are out of work will realise at the 
forthcoming Fedora! elections that. if they 
want to solv-e this unemployed problen!, the-. 
must take the reins of government m the 
Commonwealth. Does an: one imagine for 
ono moment that we would not have been 
able long ag·o to go on v.-it? the Northern 
Burnett scheme' had there oeon a Labour 
Govcrn1nent in pow.~r 1n thP Comrnonv;oalth? 
But, in spite of the fact that a _Labo_ur 
GoYernn1ent are not in control, and 111 sp1te 
of the opposition brought to bear against 
tu, we have endeavoured to soh·e the unem
plovC'd problem. Quite recently '"'e put on 
the. different railways in thio State 2,700 
111011. In connection with n1ain roads. we are 
0mp!oying about 400 more. or altogether 
3,100 men. 

JHr. VowLES: It is time you did something. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Vi'hat astonis.hos me is 
not how little we have done, but how much 
'\'ie ha vo done, considering the difficul~ies 
placed in our way. l¥he,t I~ the solutwn 
of the uncmployc.J problem bv hon. mem· 
be re; opposite? Their solution is to red nee, 
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wap;cs. In the last issue of the ." Stead's 
HC'view " the-re wrrs a.n artJ_cle showmg that 
wages have bt~on reduced lll Groat Br1tam 
bv £300.000,000 a year .. D1d, that soh:e th~ 
n'ilemployC'd . problcn1_ Ill u_rcat •1 Bnta~Ill. 
G-re'lt 13ritain, notw.Itbst~nchng tne . great 
reduction that took place 1n wages. st1ll has 
or! its books 2,000,000 unrmpl~yed. A re: 
duction of ·wages 1s not the so1ut1on of t~1c 
problem. A solution of _the problem >ydl 
b2 found in the people us1ng t_h?n t}nnlo~g 
fa.cu1tjC'e, in the pcorJJe _organising, and 1n 
th" people taking possosswn, not only of the 
Government of this S!&to and of the Com
monwealth, but of all the other Stars. m 
the Commonwealth. That is the so.utwn. 
Gin; us control of the financ?s of _the Corr:
monwealth. and then we shall be m a post
lion to solve the unemployed problem. I 
have ahvar admitted that it is. ~ dlf!ic~tlt 
problem under. our prc~c~Jt condition~, \VIth 
our sca.sonal nH_-lr "'-triC'S, but v.Te au~ . l!ot 
responsible for that. _Let the respons1b;hty 
~,, piaC'.'d c1pon the nght. shoulders ... 'lo ~ 
large extent the system 1s 1'('-..ponsible !or 
it, and hon. mem.ber:; _on the oth21~ sid.: 
represent that capitahshc system which I~ 
responsible. vYe on this side represent the 
\vorkin~ clr!;,s, and the v-ork1ng class ought 
to be pi·oud of what we luvc done for them. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: ThRt is pla0·ed 
out. 

:\Ir. COLLIJ';"S : \Yhy, it is only in its 
infancv. 

The· b01l indicated that the hon. member 
had exhausted the time allowed him by the 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. POLLOCK (riregory): A gooJ deal 
has been said on the question of outdoor 
relief, but not so much as might ha,·e been 
sccid in regard to ihe number of men commg 
from the other States and partakmg of the 
relief that is granted by this G_overnment. 
'l'he Secretarv for J\fincs made a very effec
tive repb· to his cri tics not so long ago, 
when he pointed out that th.• Government 
had dealt "·ith the question of unemploy
ment in so far a·.. the men in Queensland 
at the time he made his statement \vere con
cerned. The men who are still unemployed 
in Queensland include, to a large extent, 
rnen 1--rho have con1o frorn the other States, 
and men who have bee'! thrmrn out of work 
because of the emplo.) ment of men who have 
come from the other States. I am not 
alone in this view. The "Telegraph" of 
21st June of this year, in a sub-leader, says~ 

"IxFLL:X or SwAmiEX. 
"The influx of s1.vag1nen from the 

other States into Ouccnsland is obvi
ously a matter of gi·ave concern. Con
sitlc;'ablc numbers of men from the 
;wighbouring Stab's arc said to be 
mnking their way over our borders. If 
these percons were employable men. 
with a genuine desire to seek. work and 
to settle in the State, but ltttle. tf any 
objection could be offered lo their entry. 
But the chances are that by far the 
greater majority of these new arrivals 
belong to t!w unemploy:.ble class--they 
mav be cla"ed as i!1dustrial flotsam and 
ietBam. rrhat js the great danger. 
These m"n have to be fed." 
Mr. STZER: Read the " Telegraph" of 

to-day on the same subject. 

Mr. POLLOCK : If one chose to read the 
Sizer of to-day and che Sizcr of yesterday. 

he could find discrepn ncie~, just as ono i? 
reading the hon. member for Port Curtis 
to-d:ty and the hon. mem~er for Port Curtis 
of yesterday would find d!scrcpancJCs. The 
noint is that 'vhen t.hesG 1nen con1e here, 
thcv have to' be fed. What is wrong with 
tlw' policv of the Gm·, rnment in feeding 
tlwse men? Does the hon. member for 
Pitteworth suggest that ho \Y01.Ild not feed 
thcrn? 

).lr. ,J. H. C. HoBFRTS: I \Youlcl say that 
they should have to work. 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: Thi objection that has 
been raised is an objedion against feeBing 
these men. 

:iUr. KERR: Able-bodiec! men, yes. 

Mr. I'OLLOCK: It is a qur-.tion of 
whether these men should be fed or not, and 
whether th~y are a.blc-bodied men .or :rot. 
The question is whether th<>y and thetr Wives 

"and chiidrr·n are or aro not to be allowed 
to 'tarve. 

Mr. VowLES: Are the wives and c!JiJ.dren 
coming Y·, ith swags, too·: 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am not mentioning 
rarticularlc· those men who are coming from 
the other States. There are local men who 
ar•,, unemployea. Some of them arc unem· 
ploycd becauso men from othe:· States have 
come here and have tal<en the JObs that have 
been offering. 

l\lr. VOWLES: Very few. 

::VIr. POLLOCK: I am going to show 
later on t.hat the number is not very few. 
The question is whcth,er or not the Govern
ment should feed men Yd1o are out of work 
through no fault of their own, and I say 
that even· man should support the feedmg 
of these rncn until somo work can be pro
vid• d for them. It is not as though no 
effort had been made to deal with the unem· 
ployecl in this State, se• as to relieve this 
l'otc. Efforts have been made, and have 
been suCCl~ssfullv made, to a larrrc degree 
to rl'lieve the ntunber of unemployed in the 
State. rrhe Director of Labour, in his re
port. gives the following figures of the 
number of men registered as unemployed 
throughout the State during the current 
year-

January 
February 
March 
April 
Mav 
Jm}e 

3,531 
3,857 
6.522 
4.761 
3.974 
3,173 

am not going to sa0 that they are the 
whole of the unemployed. To be quite fair 
on this question, one must admit that the 
whole of tho unemp1;JyecJ are not registered 
at the Labour Bureaus, but those arc the 
actual nu1nbers of men registered. During 
that pteriod the number of men who were 
found em]1loyment "'"' 7,223, of which 
number 3.210 were sent to Government 
works, and the balance, 4,013, v-cre placed 
in private employment. The Director of 
Labour also savs-

" \Vhile the influx of so large a number 
of rnen from other Statt~s continues, it is 
impossible to fully and absolutely deal 
"ith the problem. Inquiries ha Ye been 
n1ade and statistics collected in regard 
to this influx, and it is found that the 
11un1ber 40 arriving \vho have rcgi~tcred 
for employment during the pa4 six 
months was 3,382." 

M.r. Pollock.] 
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Yet in J uno the total number on 1 he books 
of the Labour Bureaus in Queensland was 
anly 3,173, so that it will be soon that 219 
men more have arrived from the South than 
wore actually unemployed in J uno. Does 
not that bear out the statement of the Secre
tary for :\linos that there would be no unem
plo:. ed by a certain date this year'? \Vith 
reg'ard to the ur1employed since that dr,to, 
we have shouldered the respon• ibilitics of the 
other States who have neglected them. 

:VIr. -VO\\'LES: Are they seasonal workers? 

Mr. l'OLLOCK: It clocs not matter 
\Yhethcr they arc seasonal workers, or 
whether thov work in the industries all the 
year ronnel.' The fact remains that 219 more 
men have come from the ather States than 
were actttally fouml "·ork for. That the Go
Yt·rnnlc•nt arc not alone in feeling the cff.ect"' 
of this inYr~sion of unemployed is apparent 
by an article \vhich appc .•. rod in the • 
·· Cru~adcr." Possibly this will appeal to 
the hon. Inuubcr for En{)ggera, \Vho i "' one 
of the high priests of that org·anisation. 

~1r. l{ERR: You are n1aking a n1istako. 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: Mr. \Yatwn i' reportocl 
in the •· Cru:3adcr" as referring Clnphatically 
to the po··ition of the unemployed returned 
soldiers, and, inter alia, he suggc.;;ts that 
during a period af six weeks from l\lay to 
June, 1915, out of a total of 461 regictrations 
only 227 \Yore Quoensland<'rb. Here is testi
molly frmn quite an unexpected quarter, 
~.ho\Ying that not only the av.Prage unenl
ployed man has largely come from the other 
States "·here there are Liberal ar ::\ ationalist 
GovCl'JHnents in power, but that arnong 
returned soldiers alom'. out of 461 solclien;, 
less tha11 ono-half were Quccnslanders. 

An 0PPOSITIOX l\IE~IBER : Conversely, \vill 
you haYe a look at Ne'' South \Vales, and 
see how many Queenslanders have gone dawn 
there·: The same thing is applicable to other 
States. 

l\ilr. POLLOCK: I will leave that to the 
hon. member. If he wants to prove that, let 
him bring some figures which will prove it. 
I have not looked into that phae.e of the 
matter, and I do not believe that Queensland 
soldiers hav(' gone to Ne'"' South \Vales look~ 
ing for work. Onlv last year when I was 
travelling in the Gregory electorate. I inter
viewed the sergeant of police at \Vinton, and 
he told me that out af 10) men \vho had 
pa· ·eel through the \Vinton Labour Bureau 
during that ~-ear, only about six were Quccns
landers. That is another evidence of the 
influx of men from the Southern States. In 
the last sugar season men were coming from 
the other States until there wore almo t as 
many ffi('11 as there \verc sticks of c~:;ne ]n 
those districts. 

Mr .. J. H. C. ROBEHTS: They alwrrys do. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If they alwa0 s do, >vhy 
complain that the Government have failed to 
provide for their unemployed, when we have 
hundreds of men coming fro1n the other 
States looking for employment hero? Is n?t 
that a com1nentary upon the Governrncnts ID 

other States who are friends of hon. members 
opposite' After they have come her<· what 
other alternative is there for the Governnwnt 
but to fH·d the,e men? 

Mr. J. H. C. RoBERTS: But you feed them 
when yau bring them here. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Do they come from other 
Siittes for the sake of getting a few "bobs' " 

[lllr. Pollock. 

worth of rations per week, and leave their 
wives and families to look after themselves 
in the other Stak"? \Vo who have been 
sufliciently long in the industrial mDvemcnt 
know that 1nen vrho co:no here fron1 other 
State.;; cmne largely for seasonal ernployrnent; 
bnt to-day thee• are coming to get any sort 
of a job at all. The fact that men are 
carrying thPir s'\vags fron1 othor Statf)S is, 
a<;:·ording to the ''Telegraph," sufticient 
endence that these men arc not cominf\ here 
for seasonal \YOrk when the.;· carrv their 
swags here in December and January." There 
is no seasonal work in Que~•nsland rtt that 
tirnc. If they C'alnc for sea~onal work, they 
would come in Y!arc·h, April, or l\lay. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Is there nat a good 
deal of work in December and J-anuary? 

::\Ir. POLLOCK: Not seasonal work. The 
hon. Wf'mber should know ihat there is no 
vvork of any consc~qncncc that caunot be done 
bv th0 local labour available here in that 
pcriad of t ho year. 

At 2.45 p.m., 
The CHAIR}!AX (:\Ir. Kirwan, Brisbanr) 

re ·.umcd the chair. 

Mr. POLLOCK : In the months of :\larch, 
April, .May, June. July, August. ScptPmber. 
October. and ::\m·cmber there is plentv of 
seasonal '''ork in Queensland, and the uiu:-m
ployed here, \Yhen thc·se indmtries arc in full 
S>ving, are practically nil. I believe that, 
with the Govt_•rnmcnt's polic:v of railway con~ 
struction, thf' sl'ttlement of the Bm·nett lands, 
the opening Df the Bowen Coalfield Rail
v;av~''Then all thPsc schemes have ron1c into 
opcratiDn, Queensland will be almost unable 
to get sufiic.J.Pnt n1cn to 1nect the dc1nands. 
I beJicye that. not wholl v b8cause of the 
expenditure of Government 'money but lftrgely 
because of it, these lands will be aponed up, 
and at lf'ast 5.000 settlers will be rcquirecl, 
and each of those settlers >vill want to employ 
a man or a couple of men. Probably some 
of them \vill want to employ more than that 
and some none at all; but I am quite satis
fied that emplayment will be provided by 
the carrving out of all thc'e scheme; for at 
least 2o."oco men more than are employed 
to-da:v, and tha: is going to rnean the 
mopping up of onr surphE unemployed. If 
hon. members can say rftor that that thoro 
arc un0n1ploYcd in Queensland v:ho have not 
boon brought from other States, then they 
rnav be ablo to ~ay wjth son1c degree of 
certain\\- that the Government have not be~n 
able to. solYe the unemplovment problem. 
::\Ir. Denham. the late Liberal Premier of 
Quc'mland, told a deputation-and. I dare 
caY that he was expressing the opmion of 
hi~ snppDrters in Parliament at that time
that God Almight~· could not solYe the unem
plo.ved problem. 

i\Tr .. T. H. C. RoBERTS: Mr. Theodore can. 
(Lau, htcr.) 

:\Ir. POLLOC'K: I am not attempting 
to sd up H·r Premier Dl' ~he Goverm.nent .as 
a kind of deit,·. hut I thmk that this prob
lem will lw ,;,ti-factoril~- s.cttled not many 
rncnth~ fron1 110\L Rrga rding- nncn1ploy
ment doles. \YC are not alone in the pa~·ment 
or 1nonc\· for relief. Great Britajn la":t 
~·~r..r, according to a c::tb1egrRTYl which 
an neared in the "'I'elegraph" of 23rd. July 
las-t has ]Jaid, .as stated h:-: Dr. '1'. J. 
~'lacnarna.ra, the l\1inister fDr Labour. 
betwcPn th<' sig·ning of the Armistice and 
30th June bst,c the sum of £83,700,000 in 
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relief, and it will probably cost more than 
that before world conditions haYc settled 
do,vn. " Stead's Re.:ie'v "-which, I takc it, 
can be fairly quoted as a journal which is 
absolntelv impartial-contains these words in 
its issue of 25th F-ebruary of this year-

" Ono would have expected that the 
remits of tho \Vashington Conference and 
the Treaty with the Irish Free Stat" 
would ha vc strengthened the position 
of the Coalition. Apparently, ho\veycr, 
t~1e electors are n1ore concerned \Ylth 
Home affairs, aud ( ,,pecially the eco
nomic situ,,.tion, than with world politics. 
At ~ny rate, three recent l.J.y-Plections, 
two in London and one in :Yianchestor 
ha Ye resulted in hand2otne victories for 
L<1bour candidates. Certaiulv. the cco
llornic f'ituation remains prctt;T dcspr•rate 
-the Lntcst uneinployment returns giye a 
t.,tal of 1,892.000 totally uuemploycd (a 
decrease of 42,000 on the previous month) 
and "-ith the addition of -workers on 
short tin1e this n1£'ans that approxi
mately 7,500,000 people m· more than 
one-sixth 0f tho population are eating 
thn bread of State and priYate charity.'' 

'That is -what i~ happening in England 
to-day. It further goes on--

" Those actually in employment ha.vo 
hPcn gra\-ely injured by S\'./eeping "·age 
reductions amounting during 1921 .to 
£3,GOO,OOO. and affecting nearly 6.000,000 
\i'i.'Orkers. Thu~ the rnininnnri y,·ao·o of 
the n1iucr is now less than £3 a. ":'ck." 

Tr is no use reading any further lH cause 1 
would not be in order in confinuing in thi'3 
otrain on this Yote. The far·t remains that 
nearly 2,000,000 arc out of ,~·ork in th1j 
·old countr . .-, and there are 7,500,000. or one
sixth of the pojmlation, actually n eeiving 
chanty from the State. It is not onlv in 
:England that such a condition of affairs 
applies. ~.,he following qut)stion and an~nver 
aprwar in the snn1e issue of •· Stead's 
He'; iew ., from which I just quoted:-

" Que,tion.-Can you give the late"t 
UlF:'tnpl?yJnent figures for :England and 
th>c l,rnterl States of America;" 

"_._-\nsw0r.-The figures for England 
for January were 1,933,400 actually 
receiving unemployment allowance t'O 
whieh mu<t be added a ln rge nu;nbcr 
who are out of benefit, a1:d a still laro:cr 
number who are on short time. The 
latest official figures from the l:nited 
States of America were 5, 735.000 ir, 
August, 1921." 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERT'': \Vhat 1s the 
lWOportion of the population? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I suppose about 5 per 
{:ent. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: If vou work it 
<Jut, you will see that the p~·oportion of 
unemployment in. Queensland compared with 
the population IS greater than it is in 
Eugland and America. 

:'vir. POLLOCK: In England "·e kno'" 
that 16 per cent. of the population are n~ceiv
in'i charity from the State. I meution these 
figures to show that hon. members have 
not got much ground for complaint against 
the £177,000 paid for rations last vear, par
ticularly when it is recognised ·that that 
was camcd through the closing down of one 
o£ the biggest industries in the State. Now 
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that the l\1ount l\1organ n1int: has agujn 
started work, and now that the wool position 
i.:> again stabiliscd-bccau,,c it was unePrtajn 
at ono time-and there is a pro·,pcct of at 
least son1c of the 1nines rl· un1ing operatiolh 
i"1 the nf'ar futuro, there is a pro~pt>ct of 
the position being n1urh better. Because 
of the starting of relief works by the GovN·n
ment there i~ a reduction in the aznount of 
the vote, and this yPar it has Lccn bl"ought 
down to something like £50,000. I think 
that that is a remarkable achievement 
..~_\lthough th0ro are son1e cases Ylhcrc abuses 
luwo takt·n nlace, it .cannot bo allegdd 
against the GoycrnnH~nt that action ·was not 
to ken ag·a_inst n1on who 'YPrC' not lcgitin1ately 
in recPint of rations. EYPf\ ono kno\~ ~ that 
no mettfor what nt~cc:::sitic~ 'arc provlc1od LY 
!ho GoYC'rnJnont for nect'';o:,itous cases, there 
1s ah.-ays some scound-rel prepared to take 
advantage of it. ~o doubt on tnanv occa
sions the Home Department has had to 
deal v--ith 1ncn for recoiying rations while 
t1.!ey wot·e possessed of n1oncy. If any 1nan 
kLows of "-uch cases. and does not take· 
action by informing the proper authorities. 
then he is not a frie11d of the State and is 
no friend of the Government. 

::VIr. \YEIH: The leader of the Oppositim,. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The leader of the Opno
sition hears of that kind of thing and tclb 
Ius friends, and tries to cast odium on the 
Uovc1·nn1ent. I-Ion. rr1Cn1bcr.-; OlJposite alwa·ys 
attempt to deal with the quc•tion in th~t 
way. The true hicnd of Queen,land will. 
on OYC'ry po'''Jiblc occasion, go to the proper 
authorities and give them information that 
·will lead to any 1nan wl1o is so unscrupu
lous as to take advantagP of tho Govern
Jnrnt\; proYisions for assisting thcn1 in need 
of sustenance, being put in his proper place. 

nir. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsworth): 
Hon. nwmbers opposite are always hdking 
~bout the prog-re,-,iYe (iovernrnont wo have 
Jr. Queensland at the present time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKE.-;: Quite right. 

:\Ir. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Most hon. 
members opposite have told us to look at 
tho 11rogrossiYo Goyernn1Pflt \Y0 haYf3 got. 
If anyone will look up the history of the 
world, he will fjnd that abont two thousand 
years ago, judging from what we read in 
Roman histor:>' of that clay, conditions t'xisted 
which resemble very much the conditions 
in Que0noland to-clay. The GoYernment 
~tarte-d on the-.,e linos in those days, just as 
the present Governlnl,nt did. rrh0v deliber
ately robbed the primary producer of his 
]ust rewards. The Queensland GoYernment 
dld t.ho :Jarno thing in 1915, and right up to 
1918 they systematically imposed upon the 
primary producers-the producers of food
stuffs in this State 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: What has that 
got to do with this vote? 

Mr. J. H. C. HOBER'I'S: It has a gr0at 
deal to do with the relief vote under dis
cvssion. 

The SECRETARY FOR :VIINES : \\'hat vou say 
i.s not trno; but all the same it is ·nothing 
to do with this vote. 

Mr. ,J_ H. C. HOBERTS: It is absolutely 
trrte, and one of the State pensioners now 
p;ettin!:( £950 a year was the Yt'rV man 
who took the foodstuffs away fro"m the 
primary producers, including ·butter and 
other products. 

JJir. J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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~vir. POLLOCK: I riec to a point of 
•order. Is the l!on. memb<'r for Pittsworth 
in order in referring to the LiE-ute:nant
UoYcrnor a~- a State pmt·,ioncr? 

::VIr .• J. H. C. ROBERTS: I did not men
tion who it was, I ~-,Lid thf'rO j, a man 
in quccn~1~:nd who 1s rcceiying a State 
pCr:!SlO:!:l. 

Tho CHAIR~IA:\' : 
n1ernbcr is referring 
Governor, l10 is not 
tho··•' re ru rks. 

Order ! If tlw hon. 
to the Lieutenant

in onJcr in rnaking 

Mr. J. II. C. ROBERTS: I did not men
tion the Lieutenant-Goycrnor. 

Mr. POLLOCc-:: \Vhom do you mca'1? You 
tried to get it in by a dirty innuendo. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: For three or 
four vear·· that man deliberately deprived 
the p~irnary producer of his just rev;;ard. 

The CHAIRi,IAJ\i: Order ! Tho hon. 
gentlc1nan is not in order in sa~"·ing that 
an cx-Minist0.r of the Crown deliberately 
deprived the primary plvduccr of hi just 
reward. 

ilfr. J. H. C. RODERTS: I have not 
nJcntioned anybody yet. 

:\lr. POLLOCK: Speaking on the point 
of order, J,i:r. ICinvan, the hou. rncrnbcr 
for Pitts\Yorth distinctly referred to an cx-
1\Iini~tcr of the Crown. The per >011 he 
refers to is the Li.:utenar1t-Govcrnol', and 
he mid dis' inctly that this gentleman is 
receiving a peusion. I object to the hon. 
nwrnber tying that the gcntlen1an rc:errcd 
to is receiving a pensio11. There is no 
doubt to whom he refers, and I ask that 
the offensiYc words be withdrawn. 

Thr CHAIRMAN: If the hon. r'rembor 
for Pittsworth is referring to an ex-},Iinister 
o{ tho Crown, he is distinctly out of order. 

Mr. I'OLLOCK: Make him withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 'I'ho hon. 
1ncmbcr for Pitt~worth7 in 1ny own hearing, 
made a definite charge aga,inA an ex
Minister of !he Crown. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I Jid not mention 
anybody. 

Mr. FERRI('KS (South Brisba11c): I rise 
to a pDint of order. I submit that the 
remarks of the hon. n1ernbcr for :PHts"-orth 
''ere a distinct defamation by innuendo. 
Thoy would be considered to be defamatory 
in any court of law. The hon. rnembcr did 
not nu~ntion any nan1c, but tho dP ~cription 
points to the gentleman to whom h~ refers. 
I-lis rc:narks are distind]y out of order. 
Seeing that thoro is no doubt about the 
identification, the hon. ltlPmbet· for Pitts
>vorth should be compelled to withdraw it. 

The CHAIR::\1A='J : I hope Iron. members 
will realise the difficulty of the position. 
The hon. member for PittO>vorth di,tinctly 
cienit:.; having referred to the gentlC'man 
rnoniioncd by hon. tnembers on n1y right. 

~Jr. I~OLLOCK: Ask hin1 \vhon1 he means. 

The CHAIR:VIAX : Order ! The hon. 
member for Pittsworth denies that he 
referred to the gentleman whom the hon. 
member for Gregory and the hon. member 
for South Brisbane suggest, and he having 
denied that, I do not see that I can call on 
him to withdraw. 

Mr. SIZER CXundah): I rise to a point 
of order. Is the hon. member for Gregory 

[ 211 r. Pollock. 

or lhe hon. member for South Brisbane in 
order in irnputing rnotiYes to hon. n1e1nbcrs 
on this side of the Chamber? 

The CHAIRJ\L\.1'\: There is no pDint of 
order. 

J\h. HARTLEY (Pit ray): I rice to a 
further point of order-that the hon. mem· 
her for Pittsworth, instead of denying that 
he referred to a particular gentlcma11, sin1ply 

said that he mentioned no names. 
[3 p.m.] lf he do0''· not refer to the late 

Secretary for Agriculture,. it is 
easy for him to say so. If he does not mean 
tho present Lic:ltcnant-GoYernor, I ask you 
to a'k him whom he does mean. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAJ'\: I hope hon. members 
l.\'ili recognise that l cannot ask any hon. 
rnmnbcr to whon1 he is referring. The hon. 
mPmber distinctly denied that his reference 
''as to the person whom tho hon. member 
for Gr0gory, the hon. n1cn1bcr for South 
Brisbane, and the hon. n1nnbcr fur Fitzroy 
believed hint to ntc~n, and the hon. n1mn ber 
having denied that, I am in the sarnc posi
tion as other hon. mcnlber,-I n1u ~ accept 
his denial. 

J\fr. POLLOCK: \Vhv i' he not man enough 
to say whom he meai1S? 

Mr. J. H. C. H.OBERTS: In the time of 
the Roman Empire, first of all the primary 
producer \Vas deprived of the opportu.D1t:,~ tu 
secure the full amount that was justly due 
to him for his foodstuff... IV e find exactly 
the same thing applies here. During the 
period from 1915 tD 1918 many of the 
primary producers of this State •·;ere 
deprived of the opportunity to secure the 
full market value of their produce. A little 
later Dn in the Roman Empire they found 
it impossible to carry on, anJ the Govern" 
ment of the day, nearly 2,0CO years ago, 
inotituted a system of giving relief by means 
of rations or money paynH.mts, \· ithout ask
ing for work in return. It was found as, 
tin1e 'vent on that that practice w~s detri
mental to the interests of the natiNr as a 
whole, and if you take the trouble to read 
" The Decline and Fall of the H.oman 
Empire." JCOU will find that to a very large
<·xtent the fall of the Empire y.·as due to the 
short-sightcdness and a.bsolute want of 
wisdom of the Government in doling out 
those rations and money. The s5 stern sa pp eel 
the manhood of the nation, alld there are 
members on the other side of the Chamber 
who know as well as I do that a similar 
practice is to-day sapping the ver_,- manhond 
of Queensland, for young, able-bodied men 
are able to secure rations "nd doles of money 
in order to enable them, as our friends 
opposite say, t:o live .. V\Te do not for one 
moment begrudge relref to peopl<' \vho are 
deserving of it. \Ve do not belieYe that 
widows and others in want should be 
deprived of help; but it is altogether wrong 
that able-bodied young men should be able 
to tra.-el about the country living more or 
less on Government allowances jn the forn1 
of outdoor relief. I listened with Y·"ry keen 
interest to the hon. member fm· Grogory, and 
heard him quote statistics which I believe 
to be authentic. In 1921-1822. £177.000 was 
distributed in this way, and that "orks out 
at 4s. Sd. foi~ every man, woman, a.nd child 
in the State. It seems to be quite unreason
able and altogether wrong. and ,,-hat we 
have to got clown to is the po--sibilit_,- of 
relieving uncn1nlovment by giving- th(s·~ men 
work. I hone~tly believe that nine out of 
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P\ cry ten '' ho arc receiving Government 
tations \\ould be onlv too ~lad to get work 
am! do it. On the ci'tlwr h7md, lot me take 
hon. nwrnbcr.; back tu the year before last, 
when the harvesting oper<ttions "ere started 
on the Dowm. The1·c we h<td men who 
onollly acknowledged that they had not done 
\\:ork for tweh-e or eighteen months, and 
that they had lived on the Government 
paymenti::l for six or eight nlontl~s. at a 
stretch, and that they \H•re not wrllmg to 
st.ut work at less than £1 a da,· and live 
rneals a day. It \va;, a ridiculous Propo~ition 
to put before tho farn1ers. The Government 
did not conFider whether it ">"=as not \Yise to 
try to bring about a state of affairs whic·h 
would have allowed the farme1 .. to employ 
these rnen at a n~asonablc rate of \Yages. 

The SL:CHETARY FOH 1\liKES : I suppose ono 
man put up that proposition. 

:'vir. J. H. C. RODERTS: I do not kno-, 
whether the hon. 1ncrnbcr is quoting from 
olficial figures or not, but I a1n prepared to 
sa:"· that if he if, it is a prevarication of 
the truth, or that he is talking ahout son1C
thing he knows nothing about. ~dany n1en 
put up that " stunt," and if the hon. gentle
rnan take~ the trouble, he can ascertain 
that meetings wore actually hold at which 
resolutions were passed absolutely refujng to 
work for loss than £1 per day of eight 
hours with five meals a day. 

:'vir. vY. CoOPEH: Did the farmers pay it? 

Mr .. J. H. C. ROBERTS: When they _were 
offered 15s. per day for a uine-hour day and 
live meals a da~·, with 25s. per day for stack· 
builders, I can give instances where they 
refused to take it. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~,Jr;-;;Es: An isolated 
case. 

l\1r. J. H. C. RODERTS: It doc3 not 
n1attcr whether it is an isolated rase or not. 
Our opponents are always willing to quoto 
i::olatod cases. I a1n going to give instances 
where men refused to work for 17s. 6d. per 
day of eight hours, with ov-ertime at the 
rate of time and a·half. And, therefore, I 
say, when the Government pror1oso to bring 
about employment, the fir.3t thing they hrtve 
to do is to remember that efficiency is what 
'lYe require in our \Vork. The 1\1lnister in 
charge of the~o Estirna t0s kno,,· .:5 thn t 
efficiency is one of the requi3ite factors in 
our public affairs. 

The SECRET •,HY FOR J\1 IXES: I advocated that 
long ago. 

:\1r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I have not heard 
the hon. gentleman advocate it except to-day. 

The SECHETAHY FOR MIXES: You have not 
road my Paddington speech. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS': No; but I will 
later on. To-day it is almost impossible to 
secure competent farm hands or competent 
stack builders, no matter what you offer. 
Any hon. member opposite who is interested 
in primary production-I am sorry that thern 
arc very few who really take any interest in 
the •m:11l primary prodl!cor-will agree that 
it is almo t out of the question to obtain tho 
serviC('S of a cornpetcnt stack builder-it is 
a lost art. Yet hon. members oppositn teli 
us to pay unskilled labour from 15s. to £1 
a day, and to provide five meals a day. 
If competent and efficient labour is available, 
employment will be found. The trouble is 
thctt the unskilled labourer is out of all pro
portion in numbers to the skilled labourer. 
I strongly urge upon the Minister and hon. 

members opposite to go into the question of 
efficiency in all trades. I heard scyeral hon. 
1ncJnbor.' opposite discus~ing tho question o1: 
the unemployment existing urnong returned 
s:J!diers. I heard the hon. member fat' 
Bowcn and one or two others sav that noth
ing has been done by the Co;nn1onwealth 
Government for the returned soldicro-o. \Vhat 
baye this Government done in the settlement 
of the returned soldiers on the land? 

Tlw CHAIR!VlAN : Order ! I hope that 
the hon. member is not going to discuss the 
question of soldier settlement. He will be 
quite in order in di~cussing the question of 
unemployment an1ongst returned soldiers 
general!), but tho question of soldier sottle
lncnt must be discussed on the E .. ;tiL;.atcs of 
the Lands Department. 

1\lr. J. II. C. RODERTS: The Mini,.,tcr 
claims that the Government ha,-e done an 
enormous amount for the returned soldier'· 
It always appears to me that the returne<l 
soldier is the last man about whom hon. 
memb 'rs oppo,ite think. Unless he belongs 
to a ccrt~in Labour organisation, or is con
nected wrth the Labour moYement, appar
Pntlv the returned soldier is not to receive 
verY groat consideration fron1 hon. men1bers 
opposite. 

liir. V\. COOPEH: They do not say that. 

}fr. J. H. C. RODERTS: I was verv 
interccted to .'Ce a "Liberty Fair" placard 
stuck up in the Valley stating, "Labour 
ecction only." I understand that the pro· 
ceeds were to be distributed amongst some 
return0cl soldiers. Am l to understand that 
it is on account onlv of the Labour seution 
of the returned sooldiers, or are all the 
soldiers to be treat£d alil<e? Are the :\iin
istcr and the Government prepared to dif. 
fcrentiato between the returned soldiers and 
allow a " Libertro~ Fair " to be run for one 
section and not for the other ? The thing is 
ridiculous. 

The CHAIRJ\1A:'\i : Order ! I hope that 
the hon. rnon1bcr ,vill not discusb '' Libertv 
Fair." It comes nnder the Estimates o"f 
the Department of J mtice. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I was interested 
to hear the remarks of hon. members oppo
site about the high rate of interest being 
charged by banking and other institutions
those capitalistic institl!tions which, they sa0-, 
are robbing the working man. Quite recently 
I had laid before n~o a case in w hi eh 
<tpproaches were made to the Public Curator 
to secure a loan. A man wanted an advance 
of 60 per cent. of the total amount required. 
The Public Curator's office, about which we 
hear so much from hon. members opposite, 
wanted to charge 7 per cent. interest, the 
same as any other institution-a. bit n1oro, in 
fact, because they would not adyance up to 
60 per cent. of the amount required. The 
man was prepal'ed to find 40 per cent. of 
the total, and he asked the Public Curator 
to advance him 60 per cent. The hon. mem
ber for Bowcn almost had a fit to-day when 
talking about the capitalistic institutions 
which hon. members on this side are said to 
represe.nt. 

The SECHETAHY FOR MIKES: The Public 
Curator handles trust funds. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: That does not 
matter. Hon. members opposite are continu
ally stating that we Dn this side are boodlers 
and heaven knows what else. Here we have 
an institution of which you yourself, Mr. 

lYJr. J. H. C. Robcrts.] 
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Kirwdn and the Secretary for 1\lines aro 
-uppolt~r,, charging 7 per cent. One of the 
1·easons given for the existence of unemploy
ment is that the intere,t charged by the 
financial imtitutions is so great that people 
cannot serure the llC('t_~ssarv accomn1odation 
to enable thorn to cany on. " If by any chance 
the GoYernment rernain in po\vcr long enough 
to establish some big· financial institution 
with millions of pounds behind it, that insti
tution '"ill be charging ~ per cent. more than 
rtny other financial insitution in the State. 
\Vhen hon. members opposite quote this as 
one rca"on 'Yhy there is unernployn1cnt, I arn 
justif1c·d in saying that another reason is the 
fact that the Public Curator is al,o more or 
less a nwncy-grubber, and is out to get oYcry 
penny he pc.;;sibly can. 

1\lr. GLJmsmr: You know that it is not 
Gov(,.·nment money which he is lending. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR l>1INES : Are you refer
rillg pt:r~onally to. the Public Curator when 
you say that he 1s a rnoney-grubbcr '? 

:Ylr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Tfw ::VIinister 
kno"·s that I f\m quite correct. but he does 
not like to sav m. I do not know whether 
it had anythir1g to do with the que,,tion of 
unemployment. but during· the debate tho 
hon. 1ncmbcr for Toowoo1uba rcfern~d to me 
as baYing em_ployed Chinan1cn. The hon. 
rnetnbcr for Toowoomba is a rnan whose \Vord 
you cannot altogether take. Quite tecently 
I was talking to one of his big supporters 
in Too•Yoomba, and that gentleman said to 
me, '· Rf'ally, you do not want to take any 
notice of whlit the hon. member for Too
Y~:oonlba E:tys; his tongue is like a racehorBe 
-it goes the faster the less weight it has to 
carry, and the futthcr it goes the more unre
liable it becomes." (Laughter.) \Yhen the 
hon. member for Toowoomba goes out of his 
,vav to make insinu,a6ons and innuendoes
I do not know whether he was in ordf'r, but 
~'ou did not call him to order, Mr. Kirwan, 
and not a man on the other side rose to a 
point of ordet-l claim the privilege of say
iLg that that is the opinion which one of his 
big supporters in Toowoomba has of him, 
and I einccrelv trust that this House will. 
han' the samc'opinion of him. 

i congratulate the Government on haYing 
r<'ducccl the relief vote from £177,000 to 
£52.000. I tru,t that during this year only 
absolutely legitimate cases will be giYen con
sideration. \Yidows and women '"ho maY be 
finding it hard to liYe arc absolutely ontitleJ 
to relief. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11INES : YOU '"ill be the 
first to urge all the undeserving cases; you 
always do. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Minister 
always listens to them with a very frank 
smile. He is too good-tempered to put his 
foot down on any proposal. He always 
tells vou in a kind wav that he will see 
what "h, can do. He will admit that hon. 
members on this side '4o not put up any 
unreasonable cases to h1m. The Secreta,ry 
for Agriculture will also admit we do not 
put up any unreasonable cases. \Ve only 
submit cases that are in absolute need of 
relief, and I can assure the Minister that 
hon. members on this side would onlv be too 
pleased to congratulate him when ,;,e mee~ 
next year if .he has absorbed the whole of 
the unemployed and more, as stated by the 
hon. member for Gregory. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mn-ms : The hon. 
gentleman has not ta,ken the trouble to 
ascertain how many have been absorbed. 

[Mr. J. H. C. Roberts. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROI3ERTS: The trouble is 
that we cannot find out. If we came here 
and quote-d official flgurcs, probably some 
attempt would be made to try and get 
some of the public sen·ants out of their 
positions. The Minister has the privilege of 
getting all the statistics and figures. If I 
>Yent to the Under Socretarc of the Home 
Department for certain figures to quote in 
this l'hamber, what sort of a row would 
there be in the department'? It is prepos
terous for the hon. gentleman to say that we 
d" not take the trouble to find out. If he 
will give us the opportunity of getting the 
information, "e s.hall be only too pleased to 
gN it and quote it in this Chamber. 'l'here 
ar.::• n1any hon. mcmb9r· on this side 'vho 
think thnt it is not wcrth while a•king for 
that privilege. 

Mr. I3 GLCOCK (IJarcoo) : The hon. m em· 
bcr who has just resumed his scat has been 
unfortunate in some of the points that ho 
tonchC'd on. At the outset he attempted 
to compare certain conditions existing in 
Imperial Rome with certain conditions that 
L'xis+ in this State to-dav. Ho said that 
the product of the fannci·s was conflscated 
by the Imperi"l Gm,crnment to placate 
the multitudc. and that our Government 
have done the same. I take that as an indi
cation of how a dificrent inteq1retation can 
be pla.ced upon historic facts. In my 
opinion, the hon. gentleman has only paid 
a very superficial attention to this subject. 
Had he dived deeper, he would have found 
that the downfall of the Roman Empire 
was due to the militarism which existed in 
ic, and, further. that the food supplie3 which 
wer0 commandeered without payment from 
'"hat he called the primary producers were 
commandeered for the support of the anny: 
and, had the hon. gentleman continued his 
argument to a logical conclusion, it would 
havP been a condPmnation of tbo military 
sy,tl'm, which brought about the downfall 
of that Empire. and, if persistod in. 
will bring about the downfall of 
evf'l'y Empire that continues a.long the 
lines adopted by the Roman Empir•,'. The 
hon. gentleman said thfCt voung men traYclled 
around the countn· in s~arch of relief, and 
inferred that tho1r primary intention and 
object in doing so was to find relief. It 
has often been my unfortunate privilege on 
the mam· occaeions when I have been poking 
about the lonely parts of m:v clectora,te to 
camp with thc,,c came tmYcllors. The relief 
'"hich these men are in search of is, in " 
n1ajority of cases, only a n1eans to an end, 
that cncl being to obtain work. I can rtssure 
this Chamber that, when I have met men 
oa the road like that, knowing that I haye 
come a considerable distance, they invariably 
present this que.Jtion to me. " Do you know 
where we can get a job?" praying conclu· 
fively that their object in travelling a?out 
is to find a job, and not to get rat10ns, 
which the: a.re undoubtedlv entitled to while 
the.v are legitimately lnokii1g for work. The 
hon. gentleman said that during the harvest 
period on the Downs last year young men 
boasted that they had not done an7 work 
fo,· a considerable number of months. and 
that they proposed to continue to g<;:t Go
vernment relief. as tbev had done m the 
past, a.nd continue so to subsist so long as 
thu could not have their claims fulfilled. 
I d~o not accept that statement. I do not 
belie,·e that any body of young men have 
lost their self -respect to such an extent as 
to prefer to carry their swags round the 
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country, with all the privations that that 
occupation entails, for the ,,ake of the meagre 
rations to which they are entitled. There is 
no harder work than c J.rrying a swag. Hon. 
member" who say that men prefer to carry 
a swag rather than work have a verv 
poor knowledge of human nature, and they 
have no lmowledge of what a "drum" 
feels like across one's back at 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon on a hot summer'il day when 
the water-bag is empty. The hon. member 
also stated that stack-builders were standing 
out for 25s. a day, and t,hen he went a 
little further and statQd that thev could not 
get stack-builders. Where is the logic in 
that argument? Ho said that they were 
prepared to pay stack-bmlders anything in 
erder to get them. He also said it wa.s a 
lost art, yet these men who do not possess 
the lost art wore si ttin<r down in Too
woom ba demanding 25s. , ~ day to perform 
that art. That, surely, Is a contradiction! 
P~rhaps ono should not comment on that. I 
t.hmk it is in keeping v,·ith the ordinary 
method _the ?on. gentleman adopts when 
he rise;; 111 this Chamber. Ho said that the 
Government have not treated the returned 
soldiers well. The debate seems to have 
acntred round returned soldiers. Quite re
oently the Southern papers agreed that the 
Queensland Government have done more for 
returned soldiers than an;- other Govern
ment. One g·entleman who" carries influence 
in the councils of Empire--I refer to our !at, 
Governor-General) now I ... ord XoYar-v,rhcn 
he was in Brisbane during his period of 
office. said that the returnt>d so!di. rs had boon 
treat<:d remarkably well in Queensland. One 
prominent rncn1ber of the Senate-and a 
Nationalist at that-said, "I have heard a 
lot of talk about the wa~\ returned soldiers 
have been treated in Queensland and I 
expected to find things prettv bad there but 
I !nu,st a,cl,r;1it that they ha~~e had a p'rctry 
fair g·o, or words to that effect. \Yhcn 
the war terminated the Go,·ernment did dis
charge the promises to which th0Y had 
pledged themoelves-that returned men" would 
be . reabwrbed in the public service on 
then~ return. r.rhc GoYernmcnt could not 
ab?crb thofe n_1en who were promised b:· 
prn·ate enterpnse that they would be giv-en 
"·ork when th''Y returned from the war. The 
GovE'rnnwnt could not allow them to stano, 
an

1
c1. because the CJ'!lployors vyould not lo:, ally 

fuJ\1 _then obhgabons and stand up to the 
promises they had made t J those indiv·idua]s 
p,rior to their enlistment, they became a 
cnarge on the State bv rcceivin(r rations. 
'Yhih~ \YC ~11 regret thUt tbe- pro~niscs a.nd 
pi, elL es winch wore m acto by the "'uploying 
dae<ocs to those men wcro eo lightly bl'Oken 
and so c:nelessly _he_ld, yet v, o rccognisc
Il";oagre and all as It Is-that tlw GoYornnwnt 
chechargod their obligations to those returned 
tnen whon1 hon. genth:Inen opposite ar2 
condemning to-day. 

But 1 have more important matters to 
deal with than the rather rambling state
n1cnts rr1adc bv the hon. In ern bcr for Pi tts
worth. During the whole of this session, and 

dnnng the V\ hole of overv session 
[3.30 fl.m.] that I have been in Pm:liamcut. 

the Opposition, true to their his
toric fu1 ctions, and obe.~-ing the dictates of 
the nO\' ·papers who formulate their 'Jolicv 
and instruct them in their line of attacl~ 
ha_vc ;'\'Posed every action !'nd every step of 
tlps t..-ovPrnmcnt. I recog~n.sc that it is part 
oc. the game of party pohhc-., but I do not 
thmk the hypocrisy should go to the extent 

that it has gone in this connection. I believe 
in fair and lcgitinHtto criticisnL I have in 
mv mind the recent Now South \Vale·•, cam
paign and the promises that VYore made by 
Sir George Fuller and his time-serving 
henchmen, when they said that, if returned 
to po,ver, they \Vould climina te the unein
ployod problem to a great extent by pro
ducing economic conditions favourable to the 
workers, rather than conditions that were 
adverso to the workers. In spite of those 
promises, vv-e find that the v-olume of unom
[l]o,·ment in '\"ew South \Vales is greatee 
to-day than it was when i\lr. Dooley went 
out of power. \Ye find, further, that those 
gentlemen stated, as hon. members opposite 
have said, that the wages \YOre too high, and 
that the high wage,, were responsible for the 
volume of unemployment that existed. Ever 
since the Fuller Government have had the 
reins of office in ~cw South \Yalcs t,hey 
hav-e been ruthlessly slashing wages; they 
have bcL•n sla.;;-hing at wngf·'' to a greater 
extent than any other Govcrntnent in Aus
tralia; but they have not relieved the unem
ployed situation. They ha ye got no more men 
working in Kew South "Wales to-day in spite 
of the low· wages. I :-ccy emphatically that, 
according to statistics, thoro is a greater 
amount of unemplo:·mcnt under the low 
wages in New South ·wale,,, to-day than there 
was ·when the Doolcy Govcrn1n€nt ·were in 
power. It puts me i1i mind of a little thing 
I ccune across when re,-1 ding one of the 
political essays of a man who, when he gets 
the recognition to which he is entitled. will 
be rcganlod as ono of the grc·atc't 111en of 
the last conturv. I refer to \Yilliam Morris, 
the rcnovv11ed ~socialist, artist. a1Jcl thinl:::er. 
I do not think Uiat W<' have recog,nised 
the power and influence of \Yil!iam Morris 
in literature ;,nd in connection \Yith •,ncial 
problems. 

Mr. KERR : Hughe;-, 

:\Ir. BULCOCK: The hon, member is try
ing to connect hin1 with \Villiarn l\Iorr1s 
Hughes. It will bo IlDticed that I di,tinctlv 
referred to the erninent and rcno1.vncd 
socialist and thinker, so that anymw would 
undcBtand I was not referring to 'Villiam 
:Monis Hughes. I ,,-as referring to a gentle
rnan infinitely his superior. This gcnt1enwn. 
\Villiam Morris, once--

1\lr. MORGAN: Hughr·'· (Laughter.) 

l\1r. EDWARDS: Hughos trainee! :·on in 
your early politics. 

;\Ir. BULCOCK: This gentleman, Vlilliarn 
l\iorris. speaking of the Ccn::crvative 
Goycrnn1cnt that was in po,vcr in Great 
Britain at that time, and discus,ing the 
qur5tion of an election and the p1·ornise-s 
made to thc1 people, made this remccrk-

" That they ~ustercd a large ann:v' by 
fulsome promise, !'tiled it with high 
rcsolYe. led the nrin1tos to believe their 
leru:lers stood f(n: the S\YCepillg U\Ya,? of 
all the horrors of our cjvilisabon, r-)llicd 
their arn1v together, sounded tho 
advance, Und burnt down Paddy's 
pigsty." 

V>"hat a beantiful climax! \0\Te had the same 
thing in effect in New South 'Yale•, during 
the recc11t can1paign th0re, and, \vhen all \Vas 
said and done, their action was futile. The 
Fuller Gov-ernment vYcre returned and they 
repudiated every promise that they had 
made, and ruthle•,sly attacked the conditions 
of the workers, and failed to keep their 

Mr. Bulcock.] 
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prornis~ that they would conserve their 
conditions if they were returned to pO\VCr. 
\Ye have had a good dol+]of discussion about 
the results of the war and the aftermath 
Df the ,, ar. Hon. members opposite will 
agr<'P ••:ith me ,,-hen I say that. no doubt. 
Lloyd George ranks as one of the most 
eminent men in tho vrorld to-day, and his 
·opinion is worthy of respect. The high and 
honourable vosition ozoC'upicd L: Lloyd 
Gcorge~that of Prime ~.Iinistcr of England 
-vY}llTant::.:. us in taking sonw notice of what. 
he has said. In September. 1919, in order 
probably to placate the multitude~and that 
is the general attitude of Conservative 
11o1iticians-Lloyd George said-

" _\ nmv \vorld \Yas fought for and 
millions of gallant young men had fought 
for it. and thousands died to establish 
it. If we fail to honour the promise 
giyen to then1, \Ve dishonour ourselves. 
\Yhat doe·. a new world mean? \Vlvt 
wr..s the old world like? It was a world 
•.,-here toil for mYriads of honest workers. 
n1cn and \YOll1vcn, purchased nothing 
hettor than squalor, penury, anxiety, and 
·wretchedness-a ·worJc1 scarred bv slurns 
and disgraced by sweating, vdwrO unoin
ploynwnt through vicis .. itudcs of industry 
brought dc<:p':tir to multitndeJ of hnn1blr 
homes; " world where, side bY side with 
want, there wa'. waste of tho incxhaus
tlbh, rich.t> of the earth, pal'ticulariy 
through Ignorance and want of fore
thoug-ht. partly through cntrenchoo 
selfishness." 

He speaks of the two worlds~the world that 
\Vas to appear as a rnsnlt of a successful 
conclucion of the \';ar and the world that 
was to be left behind. Yet we find hon. 
members, not in Queensland alone, but 
throughout the whole of the so-called 
civilised wm·lcl, standing for a return of tho .. e 
pre-war conditions. \Ve find then clamour
Ing for_ p1~e-war conditions, meaning, as 
Lloyd George so effectively said, squalor. 
hunger. and want for thoucands and thou
sands of people in the world to-clay. I hope 
that we stand for something better than that. 
I am charitable enough to beliH·o that many 
members of the Opposition would stand for 
something better than that if their opinions 
wore not trammelled and hampered by t.he 
S' stem they are pledged to support. The 
Prime l\ilnbter of Englrrnd went a little 
further and said~ 

"':V o )\'ould be g-nlltv if ·we failed in 
building up a ne'~ wo~·hl wboro labour 
·hall have its just reward and indolence 
alone shall suffer want." 

v'\iith that opinion I hcartilv concur. Then 
Sir Robert Horne com<·, on the scene. He i, 
another gr-ntlemun ,vho has considerable 
influence in the politics of the United 
Kingdom. Ho says~ 

"::\""o man, ·whil,.t "\villing and abJe to 
work, should be allowed to starve. Any 
GoYernmcnt which ignored that pnn
riple '"ouh-I not long rerna.in to condnrt 
the affairs of this country, nor v>;'Otlld it 
deserYe to remain." 

Hon. members on this side of the House 
recognise the force of that dictum~that 
indi,-iduals v;ho are prepared to work and 
are prevented from working- b:: the force 
of the circumstances surrounding "the complex 
system of civilisation to-day shall not be 
allowed to starve, and shall not bo allowed 
to suffer for circnmstanccs over which thev 
have no control. 'l'hcre is one other matte'r 

[Jl r. Bulcock. 

that I should like to tol\C·h on in this con
nectiOn. \Ye all remember what wali done 
wmc little time ago b3· the mayor of Popiar 
~one of the poorest subnrbs of London~ 
a suburb ·,\ hich in the main is populated by 
the working classE·.;;-mcn \vho are on the 
bread line. or, in the expn'<:'livc parlance of 
our ..~:\rneriLan friends, on the crumb line. 
The3o individuals, being unable lo obtain 
work, were insistent in their dC'mands that 
sonwthing should be done for them. and the 
mayor of Poplar rose to the occasion, Hue! 
said. "Thc~,e men shall not starve." but 
the Government, corn posed of the prutob pe~ 
of hon. n1ernbers opposite, gaoled that JTJ<1D 

because he said, ".:\1en shall not starve." 
We find that in that suburb. even when the 
Govc\rnmcnt took control of this n1attcr. it 
rost £7,600 per wc~k to afford relief so that 
the people shonld not stor" .. e. Furrhermure, 
according to the ":'\ineteenth Century " 
magazine for Xovembcr, 1921, th0 cost for 
unemployment relief in Gnat Britain is 
to-day in the vicinity of £3,000,000 per week. 
rrhat is a ftaggering figure. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: It is duo to the< 
aftermath of the war. 

Mr. B'CLCOCK: Exactly~the aftermath 
of the wor, over which the British Govern .. 
tnent or this Govornznent ha vc no control. 

l\1r. l\looRE: Either the numher oi unem
ployed i:.; 'vrong or your figures are wrong. 

Mr. I3ULCOCK: In tho opinion of that 
rnagazine my figures are correct. · I an1 
quoting fron1 a reliable 'oourcc, but 1 dare 
say that, if hon. members opposite had the 
opportunity, they would probably roduc...B 
that figure, to the disability and expense 
of the worker. 

Something has been said with regard to 
interstate migration. It has been said that 
a lot of individuals como from the South 
seeking \Vork in Queensland. I believe that 
in sotne instances, it iti part of .a conscrYativo 
plan. With the proper organisation of 
labour it would be pouiblc to stop the 
exchange of men who aro doing the same 
tvpo of work from one locnlitv to another. 
You mav have a shearer or shed hand in 
we,tern New South \Vales ~hearing in a shod 
there, and he has a shed to go to in Central 
Queensland. He has to leave the shed in 
::\ew South \Vales and incur all the expense 
of going to the shed in Central Queensland. 
whi-le a man shearing in a shed in Central 
Queensland has, perhap;_. as h1s. next " port 
of c1.ll," to go to some shed m Southern 
Riverina. or eYcn as far as \Ve tern Au~
tralia. That position has come under my 
own notice. It must be possible to regulate 
labour in such a wav that mc-1 whose people 
arc living in a loc~lity and trying to bui!d 
up the population in our IY e .tern .t'owns :w1 ll 
have facilities for followlllg then· callmgs 
within that district, instead of being taken 
from one part o£ Au:-:.tralia to anoth-er, as 
they are at~ present. I he,ve in mind a state
ment b' the manager of one o.f the bigg~st 
pastora·L shearing compan1r'1 1n Australia. 
Ho ~ea id it was a good plan to keep sh0arers 
and shed hands moving, because it kept them 
poor; and as long as ~,~ou kept them poor 
thev did not g·et the sinews of war and could 
not' fight. I think that the hon. member for 
Murr;;mba concurs in that opinion. I think 
the time has arrived when we ought to con
sider the distribution of work in its relation 
to the inhabitants of any given local area. 
I recognise that we cannot say that the men 
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in the area shall be employed exclusively in 
the "ork to he performed in that area; but 
there is son1C'thing wrong in a sysh~nl v;hich 
cause··, men to travel from one part of Aus
tralia to another to pcrfonn certain work, 
instead of koBping the Inen who live in a 
locality to do the work required there. If 
we are going to have our \Vestcrn cou11trv 
properly developed, it is necessary that th~ 
1nen and wo1nen and their children living 
there ::=hould be giyen sufficient rnoney for 
the work the mBn are performing to e'nable 
them to sttty there, and thus conserve our 
\Vc,torn population. That would stop what 
is undoubtedly at present a distinct tendency 
to dnft to the coast, because it is ee>-.icr to 
get employment to-day at one of the shearing 
offices in Brisbane, Sydnev, or Melbourne at 
a shod in the \Vestcrn di•,trict, tha!l it is 
to gt~L work in that district if a n1an lives 
only 40 or 50 miles a v1ay fron1 the station. 

Mr. WARREK: You have brought that 
a be ut. 

I\Ir. BCLCOCK: This has been brought 
about by several causes, the chief of which 
i., that every time we go to the Arbitration 
·-fJourt \Ve fin~l _the pay 2.heets arc n1ade as 
larq'G as possrblo. The boss-es end-eavour to 
ke~·p- one lot of mon working cunt~nuoudy 
gom~ from shed to shed, so that higher 
earmngs ;nll be shown on their pay-sheets. 
On the other hand those individuals who are 
not fortunate enough to get into the nmning 
have to pass from one shed, say, in North 
Quccncland to another in l:';"ew South \Vales. 
Dl' Victo1:ia. Those who arc continuou~ly in 
the runnmg are onlv a few of the workers 
concerned. so. that i~ the Arbitration Court 
the cmp!oyem will bo able to show that the 
shcarc-r::l earn big \yacres. ....>'\ few rnav do that 
but on the a· er age, o~ account of th~ seasonal 
nature of their employment. the expenses 
wh1ch they have to incur bring their wages 
frequently to less than the basic wage. 

\Ye all l'cgrct the circtunstances surround~ 
this Yotc The trouble is as old as civili,,a
tion itsc 'f. vVe all have sympathv for the 
poor nnfortunate individual who i"s obliged 
to come on tho State for relief, and we should 
1;ot haYe any C'.o~rlcmn=ttion. but rather pity, 
ror the'e md1v1duals, a!ld we should bo 
actuate>d by a sympathetic desire to remove 
thB circtun!3tances which cause the3o indivi~ 
duals to be dependent on the State. 

::\Tr. KERR (Enoggcra): I would first of 
all. like to refer to the general discussion 
v.rh1ch has taken placo 'vith rrgard to the 
unemployment of ex-service men. I think 
~hat th~ di·z:ussion has given a totally wrong 
Inlpre.".non, and gcnera1lv a li'l"ong atrno
~phcre is CJ eated. The number of returned 
soldiers. or their fa1nilies, who aro drawi11g 
Goyernrnent relief is Ycry small and I am 
quiL.; snre that the office~r in ch'arp;o of "Jhe 
depOt will bear me out in that ;tatement. 
We find that of the 50.000 Qucenslanders that 
vent to the war, 40,000 returned to the State, 
"nd of that number 38,000 have repatriated 
tl~emsclves .. _They_ are occupying son1e of the 
l11ghcc.t po'!tJOns 1n the State in their profes
sional cg.pacitie~. There; aro an1on;:rt~t~ them 
me-n -..sho are managing busino~s hOu::c-s. in 
13rjsbanP and d~her parts of Queensland. 
Thcr.o arc skilled artisans amongst them, and 
in en'l'? avenue you will find rctumed men 
doing their dutv well as citizens. It is 
quite wron~· for hon. members to harp upon 
the fact that unemployed returned soldiers 
are receiving relief rations. 

::Yir. HARTLEY: Your own leader brought 
it up. The leader of the Opposition charged 
the Goyermnent with not giving H turned 
soldiers relief rations. 

l\Ir. KERR: My description of the atti
tude of the Government to the returned 
soldier, to lh·.-~ an army expression, is that 
thGy are ''flogging the soldjer." I have 
listened ycry carefully to the die::ussion. On 
a nun1ber of occasions I ha ye ndvoca t~d that 
the quicker the returned 1nan g,~ts baf'k to his 
civil life the better it wiil be for everyone 
concerned. A soldier himself will appreciate 
it much more if this atmospherJ \\hi eh ha,; 
led to the belief tbat the return1 l soldier 13 a 
'' wa·,,ter" or a "fag-end" or a ·• ]oot~e end." 
is ended once and for all. He is :cone of 
these things. As a mat.cr of fact, he has 
repatriated himself, and ]Jrovcd that he is 
capable of looking after hlrnsulf, his fan1ily, 
and his affairs. 

::Ylr. PEASE: \Vho said he v;as a ,; 'Waster " ? 

l\ir. l(ER.R: The statement has not bonn 
made, but the inference is thoro all the time. 
The inference has been made by mombers of 
the Goycrnn1ent. It if: a regrettable and 
~ntirely incorrect inference. 

}lr. I'EASr.: Rubbish! 
Mr. KERR: I am not going to enter into 

an argurnent on that question be:\ ond ay
ing th . .1t t~le returned soldi('l'S are not " fag
, nds." Thev can settle themselves in life, and 
they have done so, and they arc ~loing fairly 
well. \Vhen you come to thmk that a 
nurnbcr of young me-n have brcn travdling 
round the globe, having no guiclrncc £or a 
nun1L1er of years, and facing unusual con
dition~. and then they cony~ be.ck here and 
repatriate then1selv-· s, anc1 l'( '~un1c life as in 
pre-war days~ I think they have done vcr~v 
well when we find that _,-c have only got 
about 2,000 unemployed hU('. Still, it is 
serious to think "ihat ·we have got 2 .. 000 uncm
ploved. I hope that the State will make 
grc~1ter progresG, and that -we shaH have~ 
rnore industries. and that a1l these 1ncn \Yill 
be absorbed. I would like ,) knmY h·Jm the 
J\i1inist('r how n1any returned soldier.:; and 
their fan1ilies are dra\ving r:1tions to-day. I 
think the nu1nb0r is infinitcsi1~ al. 

11r. RYAN: I know a lot of them. 

Mr. KEBR: I am sure you do not know 
a lot or them. 

Mr. PEASE : Thmo are hundreds of returned 
soldiers going round selling soap. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Do you think the employers 
have done their dl!ty to returned soldiers? 

:Ylr. KERR: Yes, I do. 
l\fr. PEAS' : You ought to be ashamed of 

yourself for saying that. 

Mr. KERR: I have had mol" to do with 
them th~n the hen. gentle :nan. In all my 
expNience I have only had one case brought 
under my notice where an employer refused 
to give a man his job when he r0turned. 

'Yir. PEASE : I will giYe you some more 
cases. 

Mr. KERR: I am not going to say that 
such cases aro non~existent; but if the hon. 
gentle':nan knows of any. I >YOtlld rather he 
took action to have them righted instead of 
bringing them forward in this Chamber. l 
ask the hon. gentleman to gi ye the returned 
soldier a fair deal. Do the right thing and 
lot it drop, but do not bring it np in this 
House. If an employer is not doing the 

Jlr. Iierr.] 
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right thing, he should be forced to do it. I 
do not want to sa v more than that. I think 
the hon. gentlema'n would rather come here 
and biock the r!'tl!rned soldier, but it is 
time these things were forgotten. 

Mr. PEASE: Do you think the Common
wealth Government utili'e the returned 
soldiers'? 

l\lr. KEHR : I do not. I yyould rather 
wmeonc else took up the argument with the 
hon. rncrnbcr, because I have no desire now 
to refer to tho returned soldier on thie Relief 
Vote. We find ·,ihat the sum of £52.072 
is a~kcd fo1· outdoor reliof, as against 
£117,702 appropriated la•t year. I place no 
reliance on the fact that we are asked to 
vote that reduced amount. It is not an 
indic:ttion that the Government <Lre r;oing to 
cease giying doles to able-bodied men in 
prcfcrcncr~ to giving them work. In proof 
of that I haxe only got to mention that 
£41.GC5 was appropriated in 1920, but the 
Goyornment spent £7J,860, or £37,195 more 
than was appropriated. In the fo!lov.ing· 
year a r z:rtain ~unr 1.vas appropriated by 
Parliamr•nt. and the GoYernment exceeded 
it by £43,392. Last year we had the same old 
stall. but the sum appropriated by Pm·lia
ment WO'· exceeded bv £59.317. Whv should 
we believe this vear 'that the narlia'mentarv 
appropriation YYlll not be exceeded? \\'hen 
I spoke on the Financial Statement, I showed 
how the parliamentary appropriations had 
been d0parted from. I think that this is 
something to put before the electors. so that 
the GoYcrnment can say, "\Ve have reduced 
theso doles to £50,000 or £60,000." In face 
of the facts, no one is inclined to believe that 
only this sum will be spent. It is put there 
for the purposes of propaganda. I may be 
wrong, but we will see v.-hen the financial 
year is over. I sincerely hope that I am 
wrong. I think that one of the 'a uses that 
has aggravated the unemployment in Queens
land iY the method adopted rcg·arding 
apprenticEohip. 

Hon. \V. FORGAX S'MITII: How manv unem
ployed are there in Queensland now f 

Mr. KERR : The statistic, show about 
2,000. 

Hon. \V. FORGA:-l So!ITH: There arc less 
tban that now. 

11r. KERR: I know one of the factors 
that ('HtHes nnon1ployrnent, and it 1-vill be 
wor'·C next year. 

Hon. \Y. FOP.GA:-l S:\JITH: vYhat do vou 
think of the Unemployed \Yorkers' Insura!1ce 
Bill? 

Mr. KERR: I haYc rf'c,d ""' P1uch about 
that n1attcr as the 1:1inlstf'r, and I kno'.~· as 
much about~ it as ho doc•s. I hav0 c:drPady 
referred to various Con1missions which havo 
been appointed in connection with that ques
tion in different parts of the yyorld. I know 
it has bp~n tried for vear '· The other dav 
I asked the Secretary »for Public Instruction 
some quc"t]ons in regard to the examination 
of trade apprentices at the Central Technical 
Collc7c. I am sorry to say that many of 
those who desire to become apprentices are 
not able to g0t work, and. directly or indi
rectly, they arc drawing relief rations. Thev 
lc::tve school. but there is nothing for them 
to do, and they have to get rations, but they 
do not get any work. In the last eighteen 
months there havo been several examinations 
of trade apprentices. I find that 560 boy' 
between the ages of fourteen and seYenteen 

[Mt. ]{err. 

years sat for those exan1:inations 
December, 1920, and Jmw, 1922. 
number 342 passed and 218 failed. 

between 
Of thi& 

I-Ion. \V. FoRGAX SMITH: Ono of vour mcm· 
hers "failed" them. L 

Mr. KERR: I bolieyo he did. and I am 
verv sorrv that he did. I know that one of 
the. practical subjects for carpentry was to 
be able to handle a eaw, but when the boy~ 
\YC're given arithrnetic that vvas not con
nected with that particular job they htiled to 
qualify. 

Hon. W. FORGA"' S:mTH: You will admit 
that that is a very necessary qualification? 

lYu. KERR: I am not prepared to admit 
that. We do not expec:t a boy just leaving
-chool to be a carpenter. I expect that boy 
to be taken on bY a man who will teach him. 
If I wore an employer, I would go to a boy 
leaying school, and I would say) " You are
a bright lad. Come and join me." I would 
then teadr him his bucine.:< That is not 
what is happening now. A bo~'l ha.s to go 
through a full-dress r0hcar·al and all the 
parnphernalia of the Trades Hall. IIe has 
to submit certificates and all that sort of 
thing. The restriction' that arc placed on 
that boy before he can get a job are tre
rncnclous. \V e should 1nake a good artisan 

or tradesman of him and t~ach 
[4 p.m.] him, and gi1·e him a chanc0 in 

life. Many employers to-day have 
frionds and -would be willing to start their
boys, but under the existing circumstance' 
th0y have to take the boys they do not want,_ 
and so they do not bother. The othN day J 
took a bov who happened to b..~ a little over 
age down 'to the V alley to try \O c;ct him into 
a piano-tuning establishment. The)' did not 
'"ant a boy specially, but thc~v started him; 
and I venture to say that if he had not got 
that job he would have been drawin"· State 
rolid. I have got it m:·self for such people 
under those circumstancc•s. If theY have to 
loll about at home for a vear or t>;.o v:aiting 
for vacancies there is no~ other alternative. 

The CHAIR:VIAN : I do not wish to re
strict the hon. member m' duly, but I w, uld 
like to point out t.hat, vYhilst ho may use 
that asp_•ct of the matter as an illustration 
o;: an argument, he will not be in order at 
this stage in di,cussing the whole subject of 
apprenticeship. He may do that on th& 
proper vote. 

i\Ir. KERR: I am using it as an argument 
-that, if they abolish this nernicious form 
of apprenticeship, the ' unemployment 
problem would not be so acute. Out of 
those 560 boys who qualifi0d eighteen months 
a go, fewer than 100 got work, and the other 
460 have to live. Thev go and draw ratwns, 
and I say that one ~vay to case the situa
tion is to abolish these e:s:aminations, and 
let the employer engage any boy he desires. 
That would not wipe ouJ· all unemployment, 
but it would bo a factor. 

In this rcgarJ I have turned up the Budget 
of the present Federal Treasurer, l'v1r. Bruce, 
who has proved himself one of the best 
Treasurers the Commonwealth or anv State 
has had. He says- · 

"The principle of unemployment doles 
should not be recognised. 'This prin
ciple the GoverJJrnent have rigidly 
adhered to, and whilst prepared to assist 
by the provision of productiYe wo;k, 
will not countenance the mtroductwn 
of doles." 
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]\Jr. Brucc did not sav that " off his own 
bat." Ho took it from"the results of various 
conference'' all over the world, and gave 
it as one of the first principles of decent 
Stnto finance. l-Ie mentioned lH'oductive 
work. and I am reminded of y,,hat Sir Henry 
Ban,:cll said at the Premiers' Conference 
about the construction of railwavs on the 
uniform gauge. Ho adopted the attitude 
that it was wrong to put men on ra.ilway con
struction to the prejudice of placing them 
in permanent employment in the industries 
of the State. That is where I differ from 
the policy of the Government. Instead of 
placing men permanc11tly in t.hc industries 
of the State. the Government would rather 
spend £10.000.000 of lor1n money in four 
years in employing an arm:; of unskilled 
men, including would-be apr.rentices, at rail
wa•.· constructiDn and sim1lar work. This 
spcLnding- of loan 1nonc;y is only an emer· 
gency n1~asure. 

The CHAIRJ\IAJ\:: I hope the hon. mem· 
bcr will show how his remarks bear on the 
question of outdoor relief. 

Mr. KE-RR: I am arguing that, if we 
do uot place these men permanently in em
ployment rather than keep them at temporary 
\York, this expe>nditure mnst go on. I take 
it that it is our duty to point ont how this 
expenditure can be avoided in future yea.rs, 
if not now. Here I should like to quote 
from the deliberations of an IntcmatiDnal 
Conference, held in 1913, at which Australia 
was represented. They came to the con
clusion that it was desirable to-

" Consider whether public works should 
not be deferred until the slack season of 
tho vear or to a tin1o n1.ore or less dis
tant u fron1 crises or economic pressure." 

The Go\'crnmcnt must have known during 
the Y.'ar, when they spent that £10.000,00d 
of loan money, that 40,000 men would soon 
bu coming back to take up th0 jobs which 
they had only temporarily left, and that 
those who had filled those jobs would gD on 
the labour market. \Vould it not have been 
better to look ahead and not have carried 
out public \Yorks during the \v~u. reserving 
out' strength against the time Df crisis after
wards, so that we would be able to absorb 
them. even if only temporarily, in good 
work, instead of pa:,·ing out doles and ,riving 
rations? It may be said that this is wisdom 
after the event, but it has been done in some 
parts of the world. 

TIIr. PE.\SE: V'v'hat wDuld have happened 
to the men who eo.rned that money? 

Mr. KERR: I sav that the Government 
should ha VC COllSCrvcd that £10,000,000. 

1\fr. PEASE: And left the men out of work. 

Mr. KERR : In 1914 very few persons 
were unemployed, and 40,000 men went away. 
The Government must have known there 
would haYe been an aftermath. Any reasDn
able Government, not imbued with the idea 
of spending rrwney and of vote-catching, 
would have known it, and this huge expendi
ture on doles would not have been nccesBary. 
This vote is not the Dnlv fund from which 
money is being paid Dut: there are many 
other funds, such as the vV ar Council Fund. 

Hox. W. FORGAN S"-YIITH (Jiacl 'ry): I 
have listened with a good deal of attention 
to the discucsion which has taken pl<1ce. No 
one can doubt the great importance of the 
problem to Queensland. The large number 
of unemployed destitute people requiring aiel 

from the State is a groat problem to which 
those who have the best interests of Qu(' .•ns
land at heart should apply themscives. with 
a Yicw to finding· a scientific remedy ior meet
ing the difficulty. I am not going to ddcnd 
the ration system as being the best s;;·stem of 
dealing with poverty caused by unemploy
ment. I recognise that men who are destitute 
as the result of being unable to find employ
ment must be provided with food and the 
nccc,,sitics of life-ordinary common humanity 
calls for that. I have risen because of state
ments which have been made by various hon. 
members opposite~statcments calculated to 
leud the people to belim·e that the problem 
of un<·mploymcnt in Queensland is something 
tremendous, that it is out of all proportion to 
the population Df the State, and that it i> 
graver than that which exists in other States 
of the Commonwealth or in other parts of 
the world. I know that the d< -titution which 
is the result of unemplovmcnt is ono of the 
after-effects of the war, -clue to the e~onomic 
conditions prevailing throughout the world, 
over which this Government have no control. 
I also know that, so long as society is based 
upon the capitalistic sYstem, '·~ long· will 
unemployment be a feature> of the sy,tem, 
and socictv \Yill have to deal with it. I wish 
to draw the attention of the Committee to 
the number of men who arc unemployed. 
Thec,e aro the latest figures which have just 
bPen obttcined from the Director of Labour. 
They includ:c. all the exchange;; and sub
exchanges throughout Queensland. Up to 
21-t ~\ugust, 1922, there ,, ere 1.463 pcrwns 
registered. That represent~ one-fifth of 1 per 
cent. of the population. In tho United States 
of America there arc 5,000,000 unemployed, 
which i, 4.5 pe1· cent. of the population. In 
Grnt Britain there are 2,000,000 unemployed, 
rc'nrcsontino- 4.5 per cent. of the population. 
Tl~ose fio·ur~s are approximate, but th0v are 
from th~ latest returns which are available. 
So that, on the basis of comparisDn with the 
United States of .America and Great Britain. 
the problem here is not nearly so' severe as 
hon. mPrnbers opposite would seek to n1ake 
people believe. If our uncmploved p1:oblem 
\Y'r ro as great a-, it is in Great Britain, we 
would have prac•ically 35,000 un·'mployed in 
this State. VI c arc fortunate in that we have 
nothing like that number at the present ti'!'e· 
I rose to give hon. memJ::crs that mf~n·ma~wn 
as it is apropos of the subject under d1scusswn. 

lilr. HARTLEY (Fit.oroy): The hon. mem
ber for Enoggcra reminded me YHY much of 
the quotation-

" \Vhcn the devil was sick. 
The devil a ,,aint would be; 

\Yhen the devil is well, 
The -de vi! a saint is he." 

'I'hc hon. member fDr Enoggera deprecates 
hon. members on this side in any way con
necting the returned soldier with this vote. 
His own party arc really the aggressors m 
that particular. For a spec1fic msta110e, I 
quote that brought up by the le:;tder of. t~e 
Opposition, when he said. that tlus Admm_ls
tration refused a,3lstance. m the way o_f rehef 
rations to a returned solcher. I agam 1mpress 
upon the hon. _membe;· for Aub1gny the fact 
that \VC are st1ll wa1hng for the part10ulars 
of that case. The hon. member for Enogger_a 
points out that vve n1ust have kno-,vn that thu• 
business \Vas coming for,vard and ought to 
have made provision. Duri_ng the. first year 
of this GoYcrnrncnt's admmistrat10u, when 
the war was on, we had many <_>rg_amsatwns 
making provision for the repatnahon of the 

Mr. Hartley.] 
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soldiers. One fact must not be forgotten. 
Smcc the war stal'ted the employers generally 
took the fullest advantag' they could of the 
condition of stagnatiou which '\Vas caused 
temporarilv in industry to throw out of em
ployment as many employees as tlwy could; 
and that meant extra co~t. 

Mr. SIZER: And you re-duced their wages. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The same class as that 
to which the hon. member belongs reduced the 
wages m England by £6,000,000 per week
equal to 15s. 6d. per man. Although this hon. 
member has such a lot to say about reducing 
wages, 1 never heard hirn rn.ise his voice in 
this II:JUse or out of it against the late wage 
reductwn by the Government. He is not 
game to stand up now and say that he is 
opposed to the reduction nmde bv the 
Arbitration Court. " 

Mr. SIZER: You scid you would resign if 
tbe Government reduced wages. 

Mr. HARTLEY: I said nothing of the 
sort;_ I said that, if the Fitzroy organisation 
requll"ed my lT'lgrmtion, thev could have it
and that is a very difforonL 'thing. The hon. 
mcrnbcr for '1.\Jo\vong nta,de son1c remarks 
about n1embers of the GoverniDent not havinO' 
been conuccted ·with any society or organisa~ 
tion which is engaged in as,isting the returned 
soldiers to find work. The hon. member 
kno,:s perfectly well-it i3 well kuown to anv
body who has followed the administration of 
this Statr~-that committees were formed by 
this GoYcrnment before any other State in 
~~straha formed them. I think you, Mr. 
Kirwan, VI ete a member of the Brisbane vV ar 
CounciL The prcoent Sccre+,ary for Public 
InstructiOn V>' as a member of the \V ar Council 
and also a member of the Vv~ ounded and 
i\laimed Soldiers' Committee. The Secretary 
for Public Lands, the hon. member for Roek
hampton, myself, and several other hon. mem
bers on this side were members of the Queens
land War Council. Tlw~o councils did good 
work in ·the localities in which they were 
situated. 'l'he man who had been iniured 
and could not follow his forrner occup"'ation 
was giv-en a training so that he "\Vas not 
thro"\:vn on the ;,-age market, but became .an 
01,erator and, u1 sonL..: cases, an ornploycr. 
In every direction the \Y rcr Council led the 
way in finding employment for the returned 
soldi?r·. It wa. only when the bun;,;ling 
Adm:nustrat1on which the hon. mcn1ber sup
PC?rts in the Fed~ral Parliament came along 
with their Uepatnatwn Department that thes,e 
counciL were supplanted. 'Then things went 
down to the _mud, so far 11s caring for the 
r~t~1;·neq soldier was concerned. The r(, pou
sibihty 1s on th2 Federal Governrnent ancl un 
hon. members opposite who supported such a 
half-baked scheme and f!uch a screaming 
bungle. There is a good cloal of justification 
for a'sumn;g t~at there has been corrupt 
adnumstratwn m th~ Repatriation Depart
ment and the \V,,. s,,rvice Homes business· 
they pretty W8ll stink throughout Quecn;
land. Tho_se things have the support of hon. 
members !Jke the hon. mcmbor for Toowong 
and tho hon. n101nbe.r for Enoggera; the:y can
not _get away from It. Through our adminis
t>:ailon of the \Var Council, in every centre 
"\Yhcre councils 1v0re formed vocational train
ing cla:")~cs were institut d in which :,ol.diers 
were educated. \Ve have had to close the 
office at the Intolliger .... c a1Hl Touri&t Hur0,-:u 
in connection with the boot-repairing busin ss 
because there \Vas too mu('h vvork going 
through and not sufficient soldier operators to 

[Mr. Ha1·tlcy. 

c_opc with it; bee a use they had been trained 
1~ the bo?t-rcpairing Lusincs:; aud ar,' llO\'i. in 
little businc-:;;ses of their O\Yll. 

. In order tn try and regulate the work 
1t has to be taken to the workshops at 
the Central Technical College. 'rhe vvool
dassing school will finish at the end of 
t~i"' yea!~ 

1
and. ~lGt~rly all ~~e nwn attending 

blC ~choo1 w1l1 ue quabned expert wool
dcssers_ 'I'he hon. lYlCJ.llber for rrOO"\YOilg 

C'Dlnplained that we had not contributed 
h• any appeal on behalf of distressed '· Dig
b ~r ,, " \Vh \7 ~hould we'! 'I1hen~ should be 
no distrcsscfl "diggers"; thcv should have 
b. en c·Jtorcd for. If the ,,;,tern adonted 
h·· the Queensland Uovcrnn{, nt had been 
ailowed to operate untrammelle-d, it would 
ha.Y ,: }H"oYided work. The bungling ) .. dininis
~raiion whlch the p~rty opposite ~upport 
111 thP Federal sphere l.::tYC n1hde )t in1pos
, ;b!c, and ha y·o pretty ''ell cri pp kcl a lot 
of the operations of the ('!uccnsland Govern
nlcnt. \Yh~v should "\'. o subscribe to a " Dis 
tressPd Dic.-ugers' A pp( .tl" in tho "Courier," 
\Yith its big typo headings about soldiers 
starving? \V hose Uusinc~_ is it"! \'Vhoso 
trouble i~ it? .. \Vho i ;; to bl time·? T.he 
people who write tho articles in tho 
·· Cour~er.' the peopJc ~v·ho own the 
"Conrit r," and the cla~s 11 ho suppo1·t and 
buy the " Couriel' " arc to blame. They 
aro the people who are responsible, and 
''"ho give their support to the rotten 
8drniEi tratio11 of tl1e Federal Re1 ,atrlation 
Dcpartrncnt. It ca.n be -,een fro~n fhc report 
of th("\ \Var Servire Horn '5 Comrni·-.~ionor 
tho,t it is qu;te evident that thoro is no 
~rcah'r 0xample of grc-,s incon1pctcncv B d 
l'ottcn dishonm:t,· than in the adminlstrat1on 
of tlL t dcpurhn~nt. \Vio see w!Ett h>ts 
t-ll.;;:0n pln.ce jll connecbon with buying a 
lorgc n.Ember of allotnlC'nts for the erection 
o{ hou3f..'3 and tho nutking of contraf'ts that 
had aftenrards to be cancelled and com
pc·nsation paid. All this rnone'' shmtld have 
]wen spent on behalf of the reh;rned soldiers. 
r nC'ITilllO,\~n:cnt has been arcor;tuatcd in Vie~ 
tcria. 'l'he rontracts prcwided that 2.~00 
hmnos we~·e to be erected, bnt after 5CCJ had 
boon completed the contract· had to he 
cancelled. becan·o of th, c·-corbitant oxpcndi. 
turo and the bad adn1inistration of the 
departnwnt. I • QuC'cns1ard it was th .. inten
tion t, <'1"0ct 1,500 homes for returned 
c,oldic1·s; but when less thrcn 500 were crec· 
1":..~1 n';r~r>17 7 on; had to Cf':l~'.~ b(C'~1u~o ''1cre 
\Vas ~0 much bungling. 1~ndc L' the vd1ninis~ 
n·ation of the Quecnslan -1 Yrar C:.:n1ncil ho1nes 
v t>I'C erected Under tho \Yorkcrs' ])yo;·elliug 
/\rt at a eost of about £500, vvhcrea::: nncler 
the Commm•wealth scb'me thee,- cost from 
:S600 to £8nO. That is on<' item to the 
CJ"cdit of Queens] and. TlH' finr :;t f'xarnple 
ot craRs bungljng and rottr:n ad1niniRtration 
}y,- the ConF1.10TI"\voulth GoYr-rnnlt'nt which 
led to so much nnemplo:cmcnt in this State 
is dc:pictr'd in the closjng (10"\Yn of the 
Cannngr~ n1ill O"\\"ncd by }Icr"~r;,. L·ahf'"'i 
Prothc''S. 

An 0PPOEITTO:' Yinmn: What has that 
to do with this vcte? 

1\Ir. HARTLEY: It has a lot to do with 
it. A lot of men were employccl at the 
C l!lUnp.Ta ~:!ill cutting ti!11ber for returned 
.. J!dicr.-:' homes. But, 1vhen the n1j1l wRs 
pnrf'ha3ed bv the CornmD!lWfQlth Govern
nlcnt, they did not cut n, board rvnd they 
did not bu[ld a home for r, turcecl soldiers. 
IIacl the mill not been purchac,ed, returned 
soHiOJ'S would haYe been able to cngago 
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iu the tirnbC'r indastry and in the activities 
whch would heLve r~sulted from the building 
of those hon1C>. It was because of sheer 
rotten bungling ~upportc~d by 11or1. Juen1bers 
opposite that the mill was cJo,cd. The tram 
lines are rotting, and the lm!locks that 
one tin1o ''"ere used in the bullock teams 
have neo.rly all died, and a lot of timber 
l!as been lC'ft in the forest to detc,rioratc. 
That is what the rotten Administration 
b:-tckcd up Ly ho11. n1e1nb0rs oppo.,it( has 
tlone for returned soldiers. Thev have thrust 
thf?m aside and left thc1n in th8 gutter 

Me. FOLEY (Lcichharrlt): The arguments 
of hon. n1e1nbers oppo-,]te t}noughout the 
deba 'b arpc'lr to be a "Yes-~o" argurnent. 
o~' th' onn hand they a.buse this ( ~ovcrn
ment for is•.ning relief to many of the 
unfortuntdo individuals in the comn1unity, 
and, whrn th0y arc pre::.~0d to t-h0 \\ .tll and 
-challcr;gcd as to what they v.-ould (\1, t.hc•y 
haYP to acLnit that in f'OlnP inst."~ncr'" thov 
would do the same thing if they occupic~l 
the Troanuy benches. The hon. rncmbcr 
for Bnrrun1 was particularly "Ycs-~o" in 
his arg-ument. Ho quoted a ~peech deli~ 
Yerecl by the hon. member for Bowcn when 
this Government first took office. Jl e quite 
n1issed the Inark in n1aking the quotation 
that he did. As the hon. member for Bowen 
'tated, had the hon. member for nurrum 
read the speech right throngh. "nd if he 
"ould rend mDre s)xcches of the hon. member 
for Bowc -. the fwn. member for Durrum 
"':ou1d bccon1c quite educ H.tcd and \Yould 
r•robahly sec eye to eye with n1any things 
that the GoYcrnnlcnt. haYe had to dc:tl with 
while thcv have been in office·. Hon. mombon 
opposite iwYe pointed out that seasonal occn· 
TJ _, tionR absorb a great number of n1cn in 
C!11PPn~land for six moPth-, P\'•.?ry year. and 
th,;.t those circun1stances hnve been rec.;pon
'iblc for a lot of the unemnlovment that 
exist:::. here. - · 

Mr. MOORE: Does not th2 ~\rbitYation 
Court fix the wag<'s on the basis of a 

-onal occupation? 

Mr. FOLEY: Yes; I will deal with that 
inter on. On tlw ono hond hon, members 
oppor:;lte sav that. the seasonal occupations 
nn~ a big fnrtor in connection w1th unf',m
llloym:,nt. and then on th.~ other hand thov 
;av· that the maladministration of the 
GovP1·mncnt has bee;:n rE ;;ponsiblP fDr crcn t
iPg unC'n1p1oyment. \Vhy ""<'ill thl1 .V net hn 
(·:)n"i:-tent in their argu··1ent, and ]n\·el a 
cbargc npportcd \Yith fpcts. and driYP it 
11ni11C and forro the G-ovPrnn1cnt t n~cht· 
the nwladmini-:trrrtion ~,·hich th0~T daim 
the GovennnC'llt a.re guilty of? ThPrc arc 
many _faetors whjch go .to c.flusc

1 
une.mp_loy~ 

ntent. In PYC'l',' rnn1rr1u .. itv Jn tn::- \lYih:~cn 
·world t~-dn:v. \Ye all rec0gni~c th~~t Quc,::'n~
lan'tl is not the only Statf' suffering from 
unc .•plovment. Other countries that are 
rlevcJ pod along capitalistic lines ;norc than 
Qt.;cen~land a.re /Snfl'Crjng to a g-reater dc:::JGG 
from uncmploym:,nt. Take the United Stat<>s 
of America. with its largo population and 
the prosprrib,- and dev01opmC'nt \Vhich haYc 
"aken place thrre since its birth as a nation, 
and cornpar€' it on a proportional basis with 
Queen,Jand and her populativn, instcdd of 
a po.lt.ry 2.000 unomploy d in QuPen:dand, 
WC' should ho. ve from 35.000 to 40.000. The 
~ame thi11g applies to England and ot.her 
C'ountries in Europe to-d~:'1· Other hon. 
members have stated that the prc·cnt 
-f'xistcnce of unen1ployment in our corn~ 
munity and the necessity fol· issuing relief to 

ir:.diYiclunls in the cominunii v 1~ really the 
aftermath of tl1G war. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN: Under the pronslll:Js 
of Standing Order No. 307, and ot the Ses
sional Order agreed to by the Hou o on 30th 
Augu,,t, I shall now lea' c the chair and 
make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The CHAIR:\IAN reported progress. 

The remmption of the Committee was made 
an Order of the Day for a later hour of the 
· itting. 

SALARIES BILL. 
AssEl\T. 

The SPEAKER announr0d the rcceint from 
the Governor of a rnc:-. o ... cgc c.·•nveyii1g I--I is 
Excellency's assent to this Bill. 

QUESTIOXS. 

APPLlf'\TIOl\3 FOR INCLUSIOJ\ D; IJ><KER:\IAN 
IRRIGATION ScrlE:\JE. 

:Ylr. COLLINS (Bowcn) asked the Trea
~urcr~ 

" Ha,Te any fanners in the I:nk£rman 
area applied for inclusion in the Inkor
Inan irrigation ::::chcrne since the proposal 
v\-as t:,'J..Zctted ?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
C'llillrJ(fOC) replied-

" Y cs; nine appliratjon;:.: have been 
rcC'ei ved, as follo1.<;s : ~ 

26th May, 1918-DaYid Davies, No. 13 
Block, parish Inkerman. 

26th May, 1919-J. P. Pa,smorc, por
tion 206, parish Leichhardt. 

21st J uno, 1919-R. Trail and Sons, 
portion 618, parish Leichhardt. 

8th February, 1919-S. Soper, portion 
204, parisll Inkc.rman. 

12th December, 1918-A. H. Coupor, 
portion 274, parish Inkerman, 

12th ~iarch, 1919-J. T. Marshal!. 
western part of portion 198, parish 
InlH;rman. 

23rd September, 1916-D. S. Horwood, 
portion 11, parish Leichhardt, 

29th April, 1920-A. A. Ross, part of 
portion 300, parish Inkcrman. 

11th April, 1922-F. J. Mulholland, 
Reserve 37, parish Inkennan." 

APPLil'Anoxs FOR ExcLusrox FROoi INKER}L\}l 
lRRIGATIOX ScHE}IE. 

i\Ir. ;'.100RE (ilubigny) asked the Trea
Hner-

" IIave any fanners in the Inkcrn1an 
area applied for exc!u,ion from the 
Inkerman irrigation :;:chcme since the 
proposal was gazetted?" 

The TREASL:RER replied-
" After the proposal came into opera· 

tion on the 1st Decembor, 1916, six appli· 
c.ttions for permission to withdraw were 
received. Of these, two applicants wore 
allov,,ed to withdraw on account of their 
areas being unsuitable for irrigation, for 
the reason that they were grazinl! lands 
and more or less liable to floods. Four 
applications were refused." 
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ALLOWA~CES PAID TO STAFF OF RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Waru:ir·k) asked tho 
Secretary for Railways-

" \Yhat amount was paid for the year 
ended 30th June, 1922, in allowances and 
extras to the staff of the Railway Depart-

ment m the Southern, Central, and 
Northern sections, respectively, of the 
Railway Department?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, I{ ez;pel), Teplied-

" The overtime paid to employees for 
the year ended 30tn June, 1822, was as 
under-

I I 

' Gen. Est.. i L t' , 
I C'hief Office. I ocomo Jve. : Traffic. I 

I . • f 
i\I , t 1 Total <lYerhme or 

; .... mn enance., Division 

' 
---~--£----- £ ----

Southern Division . . . . I :504 50,675 

------------------
£ £ £ 

Central Division (including : 16,691 
Mackay Railway) ! 

Northern Division ' 1:.')1~9 

--------------------
Total for year 1921-22 
Total for year 1 9~0-21 

:J04 
1,167 

81,2S15 
119,±01 

ADY!SADILITY OF 0BTAJXIKG EXPERT REPORT 
o~ CoTTOx G ROWioiG CAPABILITIEs OF 
COOKTO \VN DISTRICT. 

:\Jr. RlORDAX (Bur'<), in the ab•onco 
ol Mr. Rs-an (Cook), a'ked the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stook-

" \Vill he consider the desirableness 
of sen cling an expert from his depart· 
ment to the Cooktmvn district to inquire 
into and report on the suitability of 
that district for cotton-gro,ving ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICPLT'CRE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" Yes." 

ADVIS.miLITY oF OnTAJXIXG ExPERT REPOHT 
OK COTTO).[ GROWIXG CAPABILITIES OF 
TOOWOO:I!D\ AKD HELIDON DISTRICTS. 

Nlr. T. R ROBERTS (Rast Toou.•oomlia) 
a'ked the Secrotarv for L\o:rieulture and 
Stock-- · 

"1. \Vill he have o report made of 
the lands between Toowoomba and 
Helidon a to their suitability for the 
grovdng of cotton? 

" 2. If the report 
he make ayailable 
people of tho district 
tion ?" 

is fayourable, -will 
a !1 expert to giYo 
the fullest i!J format-

The SECRET_\RY FOR _\GRIC'CLTGRE 
r('pli cd--

"1. T'hcrc is no need for a special 
report upon this district, bee a use cotton 
h8 s already Lecn rrrovYn there succ~:?s:->
fully. 

"2. An instructor will be Recnt to give 
information as soon as pre~cnt engage
ments pcrn1it." 

ALLEGED I;.;DEBTEDNESS OF TIUJLDIXG TRADES 
GUILD TO STATE l1'KTERPl:ISE. 

:1!r. ELPHINSTONE (O:rlry) asked the 
:\1 iuistor in charg0 of St.a,tc Enterprises~ 

" 1. Is the Building Trades Guild 
indebted to any Sta to enterprise under 
his control? 

" If so, which State entcrpri"es are 
so affected, to what extent, and at •.uhat 
dates were su( h liabilities incurred?" 

Hox. W. FORGAN S:11ITH (Jfackay) 
replied-

" 1. The guild is not indebted to auy 
State enterprise under rny control. 

"2. See answer to No. 1. 

~2,267 3.Dl 1l 77, lG;) 
8,909 2):38 :!S,:)3t; 

4,901 2,757 21,077 

36,167 0,414 127,1BO 
40,703 7,85:3 178,174" 

Mr. ELPIIIXSTONE: If the hon. member 
'·'ill look up the notice of question I gave 
yestcrdav. it will bo ·<con that it was 
'addressed to the Secretarv for Public Lands 
and uot to the :11inistcr 'in charge of State 
Enterprises. 

Hon. \V. FonGAN 8Th1ITH: The Secretary 
for Public Lands is ill. 

:1\Ir. ELPHINSTO:\'E: That does not 
aflcct tho position; the que -tion was 
addressed to the Secretary for Public Lands. 

SPECL\L RAILWAY RA'fE TO TOWKSVILLE JETTY 
FOR CoAL FROM Bo\VEN SrAE .. Co.\L l'vliNE. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOKE asked the hon. 
rr,('mbcr for Bowen-

" 1. Is he a\Yarc that his colleague, 
the hon. n1en1ber for :l\Iundingburra, i-:
a.ctive in endeavouring to obtain a special 
rate of 6s. lld. per ton (os ag"inst 12,. 
lOd. per ton to 'l'mYnsyilJ<>) for the con· 
vcyancc of coal from the Dowcn State 
Coal l\linc to the Town ·Yillc jelt:- for· 
·hipnwnt OYcrseas? 

" 2. Is not thi' the trade 1 l1at he..s been 
dang-led boforo the OJ"'< of tho electc:r" 
of Bowen ever since this cord c-Eterpnse 
was cmtcrod upon? 

"3. Does he consider that this low 
coa1 freight raie to To.,':IL villc jctt:v 
for export ., . .,ill tend to promote the 
prosperity of the port of Bowc:n ·:" 

Mr. COLLI.:'\JS (Ea 1tcn) r, plied--
" 1. I undctsta 1d that l\h. Da·.h, the' 

member for :VIundingbuna, \Yith his 
u~ual cornrncndablo actjvity on l .-half of 
his con~tituent:-3, has been in cor:sultation 
\'Vith the l.Vlinister for H •ihv''YS on this 
n1attcr. • 

''2. CJ:'ho export trade of the Bowen 
B_1ver c .. _~al i·, bound to pass through the 
port of BovYC'n, ·which has the fir;t~~t 
harbour in North Quoel1'hnd. \\ ItrJ 
a Yif'\Y to coping with a large export 
trudo in coal. the Government are at 
this moment helping· the Bmve11 Harbo_ur 
Board to proyide tho uecc ·s.ry fae1htre" 
and co~d-loading applianCe.:; ·which, wpen 
completed, will be tho most up-to-date 
in Queensland. 

"3. The low coal freight from the' 
coalfield to Townsvillo ]C'ttv \\ill no! 
injure tho prosperity of the. p~rt of 
Bo\Ycn, for the reaso:1 that 1t rs the 
~an1e rate per ton as has been fixed 
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.;cs the rate bctwcC'n the eo a !field and 
Boweu jetty. Bowen, naturally, has tlw 
advantage, because the coal consigned 
to TovnisYillc j<'tt:r 1nust b(1 hauled 110 
miles further than that conoigned to 
Bowcn jett::. Is thel·e any further infor
Ination on this important 1nntter IYhielt 
th~ hon. member would like to obtain 
fron1 n1e ?" 

PRIZE TICKETS AND UNCLADIED PRIZE MONEY 
I:-l " GOLDEN CASKETS." 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Home 
-<:;ecreh.ry-

" 1. _\Yill he arrange to have all prize 
tickets connected with the " Golden 
Casket " reinspecteJ by the Government 
Printer, a.nd also arrange for an expert 
an('J chemist to examine the ink and other 
·writings on same? 

" 2. HflR tho Auditor-General certified, 
othcnviso than the correctness of the 
accounts, disclosed by the books; if 
so, to what extent? 

"3. Can he definitely say ,,-hether or 
not unclaitned priz,~. moncv has been 
lifted just before the date' when such 
money would revert to the Trust Fund 
or Treasury? 

" 4. Has the Auditor-General investi
g",ted this item? 

" 5. \Vha.t is the total amount oi un
claimed prize money (" Ca"-kets" 7 to 
52 inclusive)? Of this, what is the 
amount unclaimed representing prizes 
of £100 or over? 

"6. Ho1-v many persons, if any, were 
~otified that they had won prize'-, but 
later, when thev came to collect were 
told it was a mistake? ' 

"7. \Yhat i- the total amount of prize 
money from " Caskets " 7 to 52 that 
has been won by ticket-holders in the 
Southern States? 

"8. V\"hat is the amount received from 
agents and others in tho Southern States 
for !he sale ot tickets for the " Caskets" 
7 to 52?" 

The SECRETARY FOR l\11:\TES (Hon. 
1\. J. Jones, Paddington), in the absence of 
~he Home Secretary (I-Ion. W. McCormack 
G"airns), replied- ' 

"1. No. 
" 2. The Auditor-General inspects the 

~ooks and account·~ which, necessarily, 
molude' vouchers and tickets. 

"3. Yes. The bulk of the prize money 
is paid during a period of from five to 
six weeks after each drawing. It takes 
this period, because a number of prizes 
are won from various parts of Australia 
and outside Australia. After the lapse 
of a period of from six to eight weeks 
from date of drawing, prizes unclaimed 
are transferred to 'Unclaimed Prize 
MoneY Account.' Claims are received 
subsequently for these prizes, and, 
approximately, every second day a claim 
"Comes to hand. The prize is paid from 
'Unclaimed Pr;ze Account.' All prize 
winners who fail to collect a prize after 
a lapse of one month from the drawing 
are notified in writing, and should the 
prize still be unclaimed after another 
month, a second notification is forwarded. 
Thre~ month~ after each drawing all 
canolaimed prize money is then paid to 

the Home Secretary's Department, for 
transfer to the Audit Act Trust Fund. 

" 4. The unclaimed prize money 
account is periodically audited, as ex
plained yesterday. 

"5. £981 12s. 4d Nil. No prize 
money of £100 or over has, up to date, 
remained unclairrwd 

" 6. Tho acting manager states that 
so far as he and his officers know, none: 
. "7. Impossible to give this informa

tion at such short notice. 
" 8. No separate record is kept, and 

to gt ve an accurate ans"·er would take a 
considerable period to compile.'' 

PER}IITS FOR GAMBLI:-iG.-ALLOCATIO:-i OF 
PROFITS FRO)! "LIBERTY FAIR." 

Mr. l\100RE (2!-Iurilla) asked tho Attorney
General-

" 1. As he stated. in answer to a 
question by the leader of the Opposition 
on the 24th August, that he considered 
it unjustifiable that a daily newspaper 
~hould have its profits augmented (or 
Its losses lessened). through the granting 
by him of a pe1'm1t to conduct gambling 
concerns . amongst the _people of the 
State, Will he take particular care that 
no more permits will bo granted to such. 
concerns where portion of the takings 
are to be allotted to such use? 

"2. "Will he st~t~ what is the usual 
allocation of profits from "Liberty 
Fair," seeing that he stated that 15 per 
cent. to the Trades Hall board, 30 per 
cent. to the ' Daily Standard,'. and 4Q 
per cent, to the owner-, of the plant was 
not usual ? '' 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flindcrs) replied-

" 1 and 2. It is obvious that my reply 
to the leader of the Opposition on 24th 
August does not admit of the interpre
tation placed upon it by the hon. mem
ber. His questions are, therefore, based 
upon incorrect prcn1iscs." 

UsE OF CLOSURE BY PRESENT AND PAST 
GoVERN1IENTS. 

Mr. MOORE asked the hon. member for 
Mirani-

" 1. Is the hon. member for Gregory 
correct In the statement contained in his 
reply to the horL member's question on 
\Vednesday relative to the application 
of the ' gag ' by the present Govern
ment-' That no member who showed a 
bona fide desire to intelligently discuss 
a measure had been " gagged ;, by the 
Government ' ? 

" 2. Is there any comparison between 
the action of t.he hon. member for Mirani 
and the. party to which he belonged on 
the Mmes Regulation Bill in 1910 
(quoted as a justification bv the hon. 
member for Gregory) and th'e action of 
the present Government in their per
sistent suppression oi the rio-ht to speak 
during this and last session~? 

" 3. Does he, during his fifteen years' 
experience of Parliament, remember any 
session in which t.here was such a huge 
percentage o.f applications of the 'gag' 
as during th1s and last session? 

" 4. Has he noticed the personal nature 
of the latter portion of the hon. mem
ber for Gregory's reply?" 
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:Ylr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I rise to a 
point of order on this question. My point 
of order is that the hon. member for Burnett 
vestcrday gave notice of his intention to-day 
to rtsk this question of the hon. member for 
Mirani, and I ask if the hon. member _for 
BUl·nett is empowered under the Standmg 
Orders to transfer the asking of the question 
to' the hon, member for Aubignc·· 

Mr. CORSER: I never gave notice of any 
such question. I gave notice of a question 
to the hon. member fot' Normanby yesterday. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jhrani) replied-
" 1. No; the statement is absurd on 

the face of it, a.s many questions have 
been ' gagged ' by this Government 
without allowing any discu;•.sion what
ever. Further, when discussion has been 
permitted, it is most remarkable that ~he 
' gag ' has been applied when an effect_tve 
criticism of the Government is bemg 
made. 

" 2. No. This is one of the strained 
and illogical comparisons for which the 
hon. member for Gregory has become 
noted. As illustra.ting the inaptness of 
his reply, I might mention that in the 
case ho refers to as a justification for 
the present ' gagging ' by his party (the 
Mines Regulation Bill of 1910), the 
' rrag ' was not once applied. 'There was 
h;"ll debate on the second reading, and 
two days were allowed for the Committee 
stage. In Committee, thirteen members 
of his party spoke on the first day and 
fifteen on the second, more or less fre
quently. Further, the then Premier 
(the late Hon. W. Kidston) offered the 
Labour party, who were then in opposi
tion, a third day, in order that all the 
chuses of the Bill might be fully dis
cussed, but the offer was refused, 

"3. 1\o; and the constant increase in 
the percentage of times that members 
are deprived of tht right of speakir;g 
indicates that if the present lea-dership 
is allowed to continue, our Parliament 
will arrive at a stage where the imme
diate application of the 'gag' after the 
formal statement of the question will be 
the usual procedure 

"4. Yes, and this is merely what those 
who know t!,e hon. member would expect 
of him, a-nd it exemplifies the old adage, 
' ,,·hen vonr ca.se is \veak, abuse your 
advcrsarvy.' " 

APPLICATIOX OF " GAG " AND " GFILLOTI~E ,, 

A:{D RESTRICTION OF DEBATE. 

:Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brrrne,·), without 
notice, asked the hon. member for Gregory-

" 1. \Vho introduced the ' gag ' and the 
'guillotine' into the Legislative Assembly 
of Queensland? 

"2. \Vho introduced the time-limit on 
speechc' and the restriction on the num
ber of davs allmved for discus,;ion of the 
Estimates"? 

" 3. Is there anv compari,on between 
the action of the h~n. member for Mirani 
and the party to which he belong_s. on 
the Elections Act Amendment Bill of 
1913. and the application of the closu~e 
by t,hc present Government in the public 
interest? 

[J1r. Pollock. 

" 4. \Vhat was the personal nature of 
the reply of the hou. member for Grco-orv 
to the question of the hen. mernberb for 
~lira11i ?" 

:Yh. POLLOCK (Gregory) replied-

" 1. The old Liberal Government, sup
ported by :\Ies~rs. Swaync, Corser, Appel, 
G. l'. Barnes, W. H. Barnes, Bell, Petrie, 
and T. R. Roberts. 

" 2. The Kidston Gov0rmnent, by 
sessional order. These reiitrictions were 
later embodied in the Standing Orders 
of this House b]l the Denham Gm·ern
ment, supported by the gentlemen men
tioned in the answer to Question 1. 

" 3. No. The following members :
J\Icssrs. Swayne, Corser, Appel, G. P. 
Barnes, \V. H. Barnes, Bell, Petrie, and 
T. R. Roberts have a notoriouslv 
unbeatable record fDr stifling free discu;
sion. They voted fifty-eight times in one 
night to ' gag ' and ' guillotine ' Labour 
members in 1913. 

" 4. I suggested that in vie'.\ of the 
hon. member for l\lirani having voted 
forty-five times in one !light to stifle dis
cussion by the Labour party, he should 
dele"a to the asking of such queqtions to, 
som;one not posses,ed of such a sticky 
political past. I regret for his own sake 
that he did not follow my suggestion. 
The hon. member for Burnett, who is now 
the ' questions proxy ' of the hen. mem
ber for J\1irani voted eighty-scyen times 
in eight days, ~nd fifty-eight times in one 
night for the ' gag ' and ' guillotine ' 
again'st the Labour party on the Elections 
Act Amendment Bill of 1913.'' 

The SPEAKER: I take the opportunity of 
saying that the questions which ~ave been 
put during the last few days relatmg to the 
closure and the replies thereto arc indubi
tably contrary to the Standing Orders. 

Jlilr. CORSER (Burnctt), vvithout notice 
asked the hon. member for Gregory-

" \li as the J\1r. Corser, the hon. member 
referred to in his reply to the hon. mem
ber for Bremcr, the hon. member for 
Burnctt or the hon. member for Mary
borough ?" 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregor;J) replied-

" The hon. member I referred to was 
1\'lr. _B. ,~- Corser, who now asks th, 
queshon. 

(Laughter.) 

~U:\IBER OF CHILDREN DISCHARGED FROlll 
STATE CO;,.ITROL. 

The SECRETARY FOR 11INES (Hon. A. 
J. J ones, Paddington): 'The hon. member for 
East Toowoomba asked the Home Secretary 
on 18th July last the following question with 
reference to the number of children who 
have been discharged from State control:-

" \Yhat is the tot,,! number of children 
discharged from State control during 
period 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 1922" 
-(a) Having reached age of fourteen 
years; (b) at request of par_ent or guar
dian; (c) on recommendatiOn of Con
troller of State Children for, m h1s 
opinion, being adequately maintained?" 
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And I would like now to supply the informa
tion asked for~ 

"Number of Children Discharged fro;n 
State Control, 1st July, 1921, to 30th June, 
1922. 

Southern District 
Central Di,trict 
Northern District 

1,038 
208 
212 

1,458 

-------~----,----

(a) 14 years of age I 230 76 56 3fl2 
(b) At request of! 148 20 lh:> 

parent or I _ 
guardian 

1 

1 
(c) On recommen- 660 106 1 H7 , 913 

dation of 1 1 

Director 1---'---___ 1 __ _ 

Totals .. ! 1,038 208 ! 212 ; 1.45c"' 

APPLIC_\TION OF GOVERNMENT RELIEF-CASE OF 
MR. AOID MRS. THOS. \VILLIS. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby), without notice, 
asked the Minister acting for the Home 
Secretary-

" l. \Vill he, as to-day promised, place 
on the table of the House all papers, 
reports, and other writings referring to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Willis in the 
matter of application for Government 
relief. 

"2. Ha Ye any police reports been 
received by his department in this 
matter. If so, will he also table such 
reports." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A. 
J. Joncs, Padrliagton): In the course of the 
debate the hon. member asked if I would 
table the papers in this matter. In the 
interests of thG persons concerned I do Hot 
think it is advisable to make public the 
whole of the correspondenc-e. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Vi]] you giYe the police 
report? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. member ma-r see that for himself. I 
am not going to use the privilege of Parlia
ment furth,,. io pull down some person who 
is in distress at the prccent time either 
through his own fault or through no fault 
of his own. 

Mr. CORSER: Can hon. members sec the 
papers? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Cer-
tainly, any hon. member can see the papers. 

:'1.1r. VoWLES : Is there any police report? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 

Mr. VOWLES: \V ill you disclose the report? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not think it would be fair to the persom 
concerned for me to disclose the report. If 
the hon. member wants to see the reports, 
I can show them to him, but it will not be 
in the best interests of the parties concerned 
to disclose them. 

APPLICAT!O)l OF CLOSUHE TO :i\IJ"ES 
REGULATION AcT OF 1910. 

Mr. SWAYNE (.1lirani), without notice, 
asked the hon. member for Grogory-

" If his party contend that they were 
' gagged ' on the occasion he refers to 
on the Committee stage of the :Mines 
Regulation Act Amendme-nt Bill in 1910, 
why they refused the extra day whieh was 
then offered them by H.c Premier, the 
Hon. \V. Kidston ?" 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle
man is now seeking information about some
thing which happened about ten years ago. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I ask the hon. member 
for :i\Iirani to giYe notice of that question. 
(Laughter.) 

ALLEGED VENDETTA AGAI:":ST GRAZIEHS. 
Mr. J. JONES ([[ ennedy), without notice, 

asked the Premier-
" \Vill the Premier inform this House 

how much longer he intends to continue 
his vendetta against the ;;raziers of 
QLwensland ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore, 
Chillagoc) replied-

" In common with all the speeches 
which the hon. 1nember 1nakf·'5, his ques~ 
tion is quite unintelligible to me." 

PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on lthe 

table:-
Orders in Council under the Supreme 

Court Act of 1921 and the Magis
trates Courts Acl of 1921. 

'rhe following papers were laid on the 
table. and ordered to be printed:-

Annual report of the Department of 
Public Works for the year ended 
30th June, 1922. 

Annual report of the Under Secretary 
foe Mines for the vcar 1921. 

Report on the Mou,;t Mulligan Relief 
Funds. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. ELPHTNSTONE (Oxlt 11): With the 
permission of the House. I would like to 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House t,hat the hon. member for Oxley be 
allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HONOlJHABLE lYIE~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. member 
fo1· Herbert, in his speech on Supply on the 
30th ultimo, made many wild etatements 
endeavouring to connect me up with certain 
Press refcre!1ces to tho unfortunate position 
in which Queensland finds itself, appear
ing in the English Press. Without arguing 
as to the veracity or otherwise of. the refer
ences in question, I wish to state t.ha t I am 
not responsible either directly or indirectly 
therofor, and anv criticism that I have to 
make of this Government's mismanagement 
of affairs will be given in the frank and open 
manner that this Opposition invariably 
adopts. May I inform the hon. member 
that the circulation in Great Britain some 
few years back by his party of that wonder
ful compilation " Socialism at Work" is 

11! r. Elphinstone.] 



113() Supply. [ASSE:.\IBLY.] Supply. 

without doubt responsible for the references 
to Queensland he takes exception to. With 
regard to his remarks concerning a broken 
window upon my busines::; premises, am I to 
assume that his admitted lurking around 
that neighbourhood has some connection with 
the dama.gf·? (Laughter.) 

SUPPLY. 

REsu~rPTION oF Co:vnnTTEE-SEYEXTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(lllr. Iiincan, Brisbane, in thr; chair.) 

HmiE SECRETARY's DEPARTMEl\T. 

OUTDOOR RELIEF. 

Mr. FOLEY (Lcichhardt): ·when the last 
sitting terminated I was dealing with the 
statements made by hon. members opposite 
about unemployment in Queensland. Hon. 
members opposite say that the Government 
are responsible for the unemployment, but, 
seeing that unemployment exists in all p,l1rts 
of the world, we must realise that it is due 
to the aftermath of the war. That is really 
,,-hat causes most of thl' unemployment that 
exists, not only in Que<onsland, but through
one Australia. Every thinking person who is 
conversant with the hietorv of the world 
kno>\J what the effects of previous "''" o 

have been. At the termination of a war 
tho nations are often in a bankrupt state, 
and thut applic> not ouly to the conquered 
natiou but to the Yictorious natiou as vvcll. 
Prior to the last war there were millions 
of people in Europe in ·a fairly prosperous 
condition, but we have them now practically 
on the bread line. As a consequence many 
of the primary products which are pr;oduced 
in Queensland, and w.hich were previously 
exported to many of those European 
markets, are not now being produced to the 
same extent. l might refer to the position 
of the cattle industry and the mining indus
try in Queensland in support of that. The 
copper mines in the Cloncurrv district and 
in other parts of Queensland, have 'been 
clos~d down, and, while thev are at a stand
still, the "'orkers who ·were previously 
employed in them are without occupatwn, 
though many of them h,n-e, no doubt, tak('ll 
up positions in other indmtrios. During the 
war the Imperial authorities spent milliom 
of pounds in the purchase of Australian meat 
for the use of the troops. The result was that 
there was a big boom in the pastoral 
industry in Queeneland and othPr parts of 
Australia, and eyerything was fairly pros
perous for a time. But almost as soon as the 
annisticc was signed a slurnp was caused in 
the crttllc industry, and prices fell because 
there "ctS a termination of alJ the contracts 
which the Imperial authorities had arrano·ecl 
with the Qt!O(Ilsland cattle producers. M 

At 4.55 p.m., 
Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chrt irmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. FOLEY: Owin? to the slump in 
values in the cattle industrv find that 
many n1en \vho vvcre engaged in that indtlS
try are also suffering from the effects of lhe 
fall in prices and from the financial institu
tions of Queensland as well. We find that 
where previously overdrafts "·ere granted bv 
financial institutions, and where the debtor;s 
had good assets, to-day those institutions are 
squeezing their clients and asking them to 

[JJ;Jr. Elphinstone. 

reduce their ovc~·drafts as much as po )sible, 
and 1n n1anv cases assistance has 

1.5 p.m.] been rcfu.sed to those to whom it 
was neccssa.ry to enable them to 

employ labour and carry on production. .\n 
1llustrat10n occurred in my own electorate 
of an indiYidual o'vning quite a large 
numb•>r' of cattle and a fair numb~r of sheep, 
with 11lenty of good assets in the way of a 
~plcnchd run, so well improved that cattle 
m any pad h11 d practically only a sho_rt 
,lJstancc to go for water and feed. vYhen 
thf' slunlp in prices took place-~ 

The TE:\ll'ORARY CHAIRMA"' · I hope 
the hon. n1en1bcr will co-nnect his rein-arks 
with tho vote. 

J\Ir. F0LEY: I v, ant to point out chat 
some of tlw criticism of hon. members oppo
site is unjustified, and that wo have been 
COlllpcllcd to issue relief to n1an v unen1-
plo.ved, not b.~cause of the rnaJaclmi1iistration 
of this Ciovcrmnent, but o\\·ing to other 
factors "·hich have been opera.ting in the 
community. The individurtl of whom I spoke 
had been in the habit of employing some
,~.'hcre about 20 men-there is no ocrasion to 
rncntion hi.s na1uo-and ho got nohco from 
the bank to " sack " his employees. He had 
a married couple working for him. They 
had to go also. The banks insisted on their 
client taking his boy from school and carry
mg on the work of the station "-ith the 
as~istance of his wife and bov. An allowance 
of £2 10s. a "·eek was made him as wage., 
for the lot. Previouslv tw0ntv or more 
)lands "·ere employed. Th;t is an 
mstancc of what the financial institutions 
of this State are doing to many men in th0 
cattle industry, and it follows that men who 
are thrown out of employment as a result 
have to recei\-e some assistance fron1 the 
G overnrnent. \Ye camoot allow them to 
starve or die b~v L·he roadside, nor c:an "\VC 

allow their families to go without food; con
~equently, I make no apology for the grant
mg of relief in deserving cases. Another 
local factor responsible for much of the 
unemployment a short time ago was the 
Federal Go,-crnment's embargo on the export 
of coal. Another reason to which we c·an 
J;Oint iu reply to hon. melilbers opposite is 
tne refusal of the Federal Government-who 
are a body of men with political ideas 
exactly the same as those of members oppo
site-to assist in the reopening of the ]\fount 
l\lorgan mine rt short time ago. \Vhcn than
sands of 1nen '"ere facing unernployment. 
Another reason, which I think has been 
already men1ioned. is the Federal Govern
ment's bungling in the purchase of the 
Canungra c <late and milling plant, and their 
closing dml'n nf the latter a few weeks after
vYards, thus thro\ving fl 'vhole cominunitv 
o.ut of \York and causing a, rise of a corl
sldorablc amount in the relief vote last vcar. 

These are a few of the local factors 'vhich 
have forced our Governn1ent to issue relief 
to many deserving cases throughout the 
State. I quite agree with hon. members 
op,l.'osite that many casb of persons getting 
rc110f u1nvarrantably have been discovered; 
but that will happen when a great many 
men in different parts of the State arc call
ing at the different stations and making 
pleas for assistance. It will occur in spite 
of the best organisation, and I understand 
that every precaution ha> been taken to 
guard against it. I claim that the Govern
ment are entitled to all credit for the wav 
in which they have coped with the position, 
particularly in Yicw of the fact that they are 
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:not rc·TJOn"iLle for the econon1ic conditio~ 
·which has existed since th~:~ tcrn1ination of 
the Yvnr. and ihe return of large numbers 
r,f soldiers to compete with other workers 
on L_ Jopre$sed labour rnarkct. Assistance 
ha~ been given \vhcreYcr practicable, so that 
men could Le usefully employed and avuid 
the ncc:t>~ity of asking for relief. Take my 
o •\·n c·lcctontte alone. I '\Yas successful in 
n\Jtaining '"' order for 20,000 tons of coal 
to rPlieve the position at Blair Athol. where 
men had been thrown on the labou:. market. 
::\'o ordcrR ·wore cmning from private firn1s, 
and the Shltc had to com·· t' the re•· cue 
till thing.s Lright0noJ up, and the n1cn are 
,·ery thankful for that assistance. The 
Govornn1ent haye also granted to the coin
puny a ~pl'cia.l railv,·ay freight rate to enable 
thern to qu,~te coal on 7~10 ~,yorlJ's n1arket 
at a la···· er figure than otlH?l','Iise 'vould bo 
.JJO"iblc, and c o compct,, with other places 
which are producing coal clo,cr tn ports. 
In time the dfcct· of thac ~ction will be 
felt. \Yhat we lw.Yc done at :.\lount Ivlorgan 
is 'veil knovn. We have placed 1.000 or 
2,000 1ncn and their dependants in a ll1Uc:h 
n:wre LP:onra blo position th~n they occupied 
when rhe company closed the mine. \Ye 
<·ame to the re~cuc of the cattle industry bv 
rc~dncin~ freight.;;; on cattle and n1cu't t~ 
-f'Hablt~ tht~ cornpani0s and the peoJucers t•.l 
jog- :-tlong- f(Jr the tin1e boing. at any rate, 
;;.o that t h: . '~" ould b,. able. if not to n1akc ~i 
profit, th(•l1 at lc~"t to t-ncct expenses till 
better organisation is achieved, 'vith a hope 
of int i'Cased YaluPs occurring in tho mean
tinH~. A r-:ducticn cf 20 per CPnt. in the 
raihYay frPights wa.s rnado in that cas(', and 
the reduction has bcPn of great a·-c.:.istance, 
·md I think has been re,;ponsible for the 
0mploywent of l]Uite a number of men who 
·otfi"Prwic.:.c v; onJd probablv have hePn forced 
to corne tr) the Gov<'rn~-u~nt for as~istan{'C. 
A rcdnc·tion o£ fre-i:.. hts has been n1ade in 

. ·nther dirrction.~ for '-'the express purpose of 
gi\'ing n~c.:,istnnce to primar:v' producers, snch 
as the rl•duct!on of rate:~ on froz0n nH~at, 
-pig;;:;, and crean1. 

De,pitc all the charges of hon. members 
opposite' that the Goycrnment are responsible 
for the unemployment that exists, I contend 
that the big interests with which they are asso
eiated haYe been responsible to a large extent 
for bringing about the pre-sent position. A 
~hart "-hile ag·o the Premier visited England 
to endcaYolH to procure \Ortain loan moneys 
for the purpose of starting a big public 
works policy in Queensland. Certain indi
Yidual·- in this State visited England to 
Dbstruet the Premier and prevent his getting 
that monev. and thev were successful. l 
therefore claim that the big interests which 
hon. mc1nbers opposite reprrqent 'vere respon
sible for bringing about that position. Yet 
hon. members on the other side have the 
audR-cit0' to stand up and say it is the bung
ling R-nd moladministration of the Govern
ment that have been responsible for the 
unemployment. The thing is ridiculous. \V e 
afterwards got that loan monev in a different 
market, and have since shown' our bona fides 
by going on with the North Coast Railway 
and with the BUI·nett land scheme, the result 
·of ,,-hich will be that. not onl;~' will a great 
many men be employed who previously were 
unemployed. but that, in the near future, 
5,000 or 6,000 people will be settled on the 
land. which will result in the employment of 
probablv three men to everv settler. \V c 
have oiher big undertaking," which will be 
developed in due f'Durse. 

1922-4 A 

Unemployment, which renders necc'>sary the 
issuing of relief by this Government, \cill 
exist w long as we have the present soci a! 
order. Anyone who has read L\P the history 
of the present industrial system will kumv 
that the '·"pitalistic world alv,ays has se<m 
fit to produce a ourplus over and above the 
needs of the con11nunity. That surplus gradn
aHy aecun:ulates, and every seven or tc11 
:years an industrial crisis is brought abcut. 
That will go on so long as the present system 
la..::ts. Thi:3 is the only party \Yhich has an 
objective which will rc&ult in the c~tabli~h
mcnt of a bett"r sy-·tem of "ociet0 within thu 
shdl of the old. I might refer t 1 onfl par
ticular in~t;;u1c,_~ in the now objcctiyo that is 
oftpn quoted in this House-the nationalisa
tion of banking. It is quite 1:1pparcnt to any 
, J.!lC-niinded indiyjduaJ that, if banking ;vere 
natio11alisod, the Govornrnont in the Federal 
l'rrrliamcnt w<mkl haYe in their hand; a 
povverful factor for eliminating unolnploy
mcnt which at the pr0·~ent time i•· controlled 
by individuals. Control of the bankiug
'' 'tem would enable the Government to 
c~stabli~h industries whore norcssa.ry, Hnd a:, 
a consequen-ce brirJ:;r about a gre-ater measure 
of crnployn1ont and to a groat extent 
eliminate unemployment. 

}fr. MOOH.E (.t~tbigny): I would .like to 
rnake a few ren1arks, rnore particularly as 
the hon. member for Fitzrov has been throw
ing across at us tho chalh __ ~;ge that '.vc wore 
not gan1e to stanJ up to a &tatmncnt. ...-\. 
letter \Yas hal!dcd to rnc two days ago in 
which cel'tain statcmoni:-3 were rnado, and I 
want to inquire into those statements. The 
::\Iinister has tabled the papers, and I have 
glanced through a few of them, but I cannot 
~cc that tho GoY0rnment case is a particu
l.aly good one. There is no reason why an 
unfortunate individual should be refused 
rations because he happene-d to haye a certain 
failing, aud there is no re-ason \Yhy a \voman 
-.. Jrould ha Ye her rations cut off becau· e her 
husband happened to haye a. failing. \\'hen 
I get a letter frum a person written in good 
faith and received by me in good faith. l 
haYc a perfect right to endeavour to find out 
the cirf'urr1stances of the case. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\1rxES : I want to say 
<1d1nitcly that I offered the woman a homo. 

}lr . .1100HE: In the woman's own letter 
she says that you ivanted to put her in the 
Sah·ation Army Home. 

The SECRENRY FOR MI::-:Es: In a Church 
of England home. if she wished. 

:\Ir. :\100RE : She said she would not 
leave her husband. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: He has boon a 
mdingerer for thirteen years. 

J\1r. :\IOORE : I am going to read part of 
this letter. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1IXES : He writes 'l 

yery good letter-we know that. 

:Ylr. lYlOORE: The di •tribution of relief 
i,, perhaps, affected by the political faith or 
the poiitical vic\vs held by the man who 
applies for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
not so. 

J\Ir. MOORE: This man, we know, holds 
honeet political convictions, and he hrts 
expressed them in the Press. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : He was getting 
relief the whole of the time he was doing it. 

Mr. Moo re.] 
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::\Ir. MOORE: When he expresced thorn 
hls rations V\Terc cut off. l\1rs. \YJ1lis says in 
her letter-

" Because 1ny husband has honest 
political convictions a.nU dares tu expn~-,s 
then1, the\T have denied us the necessaries 
of life .. , · 

There is a paragraph about their being 
horue nlunition workers who reclivez1 the 
thallks of the Govel'nlncnt and were given 
their passa~~e~, back to Au~tralia. fron1 which 
they had gone. She has a widowed daughter 
with two children, and I think the caw is 
a \Try hard one. She says further-

" As soon as wo . returned we put our 
c~ '~e before l\1r. IvicCormack, requesting 
lnm to try and find my husband employ
nlcnt and grve 1ny danfhtor Stat_; assi:-.t
anre; but ho callously refused to do 
either. Again, my sick daughter pleaded 
\vith his department to give her State 
~'sistanc;e, but the helplessness o£ her 
b·o little children did not appeal to 
th8nt. \Vhon my husband attacked them 
through the Press and .··hawed them up 
·~ socialis~ic_ in1pos~ors, they stopped hin1 
trotn obta1n1ng rations." 

There, practically, is the whole point-a man 
h n?t . allowed to express honest political 
connclwns; If he does, his ratiom are cut off. 

The SECRETARY FOR Tlf.IXES: That is n~t so. 
I take the responsibility for turning Willis 
cl0\\"11, 

Mr. l\IOORE : She goes on to say-
" Recently my husband wrote to the 

Governor-General, Lord Forster, and told 
han all about our conditions and trouble". 
His Excellency sent a most sympathetic 
rep!;-, and requested tlw Queensland 
Government to help us. In··tead of help
Ing us) howeYcr, the~o imrnediatelv issu8d 
orders to Mr. Hogan, of the ·Rations 
Department, to stop us from obtaining 
food. \Yhcn we were depri \·ed of the 
llC'~'Cssari{:S of life, I sought an int''rviPw 
with Mr. J ones, '·'·ho con,ultod with Mr. 
:vicCormack, and this gentleman advised 
:\1r. Gall to instruct u"' that rations could 
not be given to us-not even for mvself 
but I could go into a Sah-ation Arm~ 
home.'' · 

The police strongly recommended that these 
people should receive rations. and pointed 
out that the family are dependent upon the 
widowed daughter, and, if this daught~r had 
not two children to keep, they \\ ould probably 
be able to got along; but as she had a father 
and mother to look after, thov had to live 
undc~r mo8t distressing circumstclnces. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the bon. 
member will look through the papers he will 
see the relief they received. Thov have been 
pretty well cared for by the State·. 

l\Ir. :1100HE: Thov were refused rations 
quite suddenly because they dared to exprbs 
their political opinions. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. 
:\1r. STOFFORD: Has he got a pension? 

cdr. l\IOOHE: I do not know. I only heard 
of those people the day before yesterday. 
They wrote me a letter containing a state
ment of facts, and I am putting it before the 
Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE: Why does 
the hon. gentleman not get a genuine case 
instead of wasting the time of the Com
mittee? 

rMr. llfoo; e. 

Mr. :\IOORE : I am not p oi<,g to btc' 
dictated to by the Secretary for Aguculturc. 
He is not going to tell me what I have a 
right to do. \Vhat right has he to tell me 
that I arn ·wasting ti1nc: '( Tbo pDlit ;~ inspec
tor's report i2 to the effect that ratio11s should 
be giYen. The case io n hard one and the 
people are in very strajghten(~d circun1-
E:.ianccs. I do not kno\v \vhother the nw.n has 
a failing or not. They arc having a very 
difficult time in Queensland, and because he 
dares to OXIJl'E'f'S his politjr tl vie\Ys I do not 
think it is filir that he should he refused 
rations. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR J\bxES: It is not fair 
for the hon. member to say that. I sav 
definitely that it is not a de.'c.erving· case a't 
all. I offt:red to givo the \vifc assistance and 
she refused to take it. 

~Ir. MOORE: By taking her away from 
her husband and putting hor in " hot<Je. 

:\fr. VoWLES: It is the woman's duty to 
stick to her husband. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There are more
deserving cases. 

Mr. l\100RE : I h'wo a perfect right to 
bring up in this Committee any caw I like. 
The Government want to drag these people 
into the mud and then cast aspersions on their 
characters as an Bxcuse for their callous 
treatment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: The hon. gent] e. 
man will ha,·o to take the responsibility for 
dragging the characters of those people 
through the Committee. Does he not think 
the Government quite competent to discri
n1inate between dc•erving and unrlcserYing 
cases? There is a very damaging police 
report amongst the paper.;. 

l\Ir. MOORE: There is a \vhole bundle oi 
papers. but I have not time to go through 
them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \VlF does the hon. 
gentleman bring the matter u\1 when he has 
only read half of the papers? 

The TE:YIPORAHY CHAIR:\IAN: Order I 
Mr. FERRICKS: Arc they residents of the

Aubigny electorate? 

Mr. 1100RE: No. 
The TEMPOHAHY CHAIHMAN: I ask 

the hon. member to address the chair and 
not invite interj actions. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not inviting interjec
tions. because I know they are disorderly. 
The honorary Minister, the Hon. \V. Forgan 
Smith, stated that from inquiries made, th<' 
number of unemploved in Queensland last 
month was 1,463. " The last " Industrial 
Gazette " shows, accorctn1g to union secre
taries. that there are 2.073 unionists unem
ployed. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S:~nTH: The unions 
register with the Labour Exchange. 

Mr. ::.VfOORE: There is a discrepancy in 
the figures. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN Sil!ITH: I quoted ~he 
latest fif!ures. The hon. gentleman is quohng 
figures for an earlier period. 

Mr. l\IOORE: I quoted figures from the 
A ngtFt issue of the " Gazette." 

Hon. w. FORGAN s~nTH: It is not out yet. 

Mr. MOOHE: The hon. member for Leich
hardt asked why "e did not force the 
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G-oYcl'nnwnt to cease their rnaladn1inistratlon 
llow is it possible to fore,, the Government 
to do anything when they haYo three proxy 
Yotcs . m th,ir pockets and the:· can carry 
anyttnng through that they like -.vith the 
ftf'.;:;istancc of the "gag," if thc't; so desire? 
Tho Opposition can only get up 'and criticise 
a,nd ~ug~Bst -where the adtninistration is 
v:rong. The honorary Minister and the hon. 
member for Leichhardt said that 'EQ lDng us 
the p1·c·ent capitalistic syo;tem exists there 
will be urwmployment. A paragraph rtppear
ing in the SydnDy " \Y orkcr " is headed, 
"What is the Red Flag'" 

Hon. \V. FonGAN S)IITH: 1'\'h,,t has that 
got to do -,yith the vote c 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. gentleman was 
aying that under the prc"ent capitalistic 

'ystem unemployment will exist, rtnd I want 
to point out what would be the !'<" -nlt under 
the system advocated by :VIr. Bootc, the 
editor of the Sydney " \Vorker." 

The TE''viPORARY CHAIR:'\fAN: I hope 
the hon. gentleman will connect hi' remarks 
•.,·ith the vote before the Committee. 

Mr. MOORE: J\Iost ckc;idedlv \:ill 
'Gucler the present sptem we ha;~e a large 
number of unemployed. I v, ant to show. 
according to this paragraph in thr· 
"\VorkPr," how there can bo no unelnplo:yv_l 
to rclir,ve if a n1casure ernbodying tho"se 
principles is introclucccl. 

[5.30 p.m.J 
The TEJ\1PORARY GHAillJ\IA:\' · Thfc 

hon. rncmber is getting a long vvay frotn the 
vote. 

Mr. MOORE: Other hon. rnemb'rs have 
been ailowed to state that the capitall'tic 
system under which we live to-clay is respon
sible for the unemploymc nt, rtnd I wish to 
show what the position will bo if hon. mem
bers opposite are succm:;sful in bringing about 
the communistic system which they support. 
Sme ly that will be in ordN I 

The TE::\II'ORARY CHAIRMAN: Order 1 

Mr. MOORE: The quotation reads-
" The red flag of the workers stands 

for r-evolution all the time; bloodless if 
possible, bloody if need be. It stands for 
the oYerthrovv of pric:ts and varsons." 

The TEMPORARY CHAIH;yfA:'-J: Order ! 
I cannot see that that has anything io do 
with the vote. 

Mr. MOORE : It goes on to say--

The TE;y1PORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The hon. member may not continue furth€r 
w·ith that quotation. 

Mr. MOORE: That seems to me to be most 
unfair. IIon. members opposite have claimed 
that the social conclitious under which we 
live to-day aro responsible for the pr-esent 
state of unemployment. They say that if they 
can bring about a different state of affairs 
and introduce the communistic svstem of 
government, there will no longer" be any 
unemployment; that the workers will only 
have to work two or three hours a day and 
that thoro will be no need for these relief 
doles. Unfortunately, last year the Govern
ment wore compelled to expend £177,000 on 
relief, and this year \Ve are asked ~o v-ote 
£52,000 for that purpose. I would !Jke the 
Minister to tell us what v. rts the amount 
expended on relief during the last two months, 
and whether there has been a reduction in 

this connection since the end of the financial 
year, so that we may be able to judge whether 
£52,000 will be sufficient for the whole year. 
I clo not see that there is any po·. oibility of 
keeping tho vote down to that amount vvhen 
\Ye know there is such a large cunount of 
unemployment to-day. Hon. members oppo
site have stated that the nresont condition of 
affairs is Dwing to seasonal occupations; but, 
\Yhen the \Vorkers go to the Arbitration Court, 
this question is taken into account. The rates 
of \Vage jn the shearing industry and in the 
sugrtr industry ,wore fixed on a higher scale 
bcutnse those arc sea 'Jonablo industries. 

Hon. IV. FoRGAN SMJTH: The first four 
months of the year arc the worst months for 
uncinployment. 

:'\Ir. MOORE: I am not que·,tioning which 
rnonths of the vear are the v orst for uneln
ployment and v,:hich are not. I have now the 
A ngust " Gazette." 

Hon. \V. FoHGAN S1IITH : That gives the 
figure . to the end of July. 

:VIr. MOORE: You said it was not out. I 
,,-as perfectly right. 

Hon. \Y. FoHGAN S)JITII : You have not the 
figures to the end of August there. I gave 
the August figure .. 

:\1r. MOORE: I made the str,tcment here 
that the figures I quotod were from the August 
'' Gazette," and the l\Iinistcr contradicted 
rue and said the A.ugu,;;;t " Gazette" "'~as not 
out, and now I have obtained it he wants to 
wriggle out of it by saying that they are 
not the Aug·ust figures. 

Hon. \Y. FoHGAN S)IITH: I quoted the 
~ l.ugust ugurcs. Tho figurPS you quoted were 
not the August Egures. 

"vlr. MO ORE: ThP ::\Iinister can get up 
afterwards and make his O\\ n speech and state 
exactly what he did quote. I took the union 
secretaries' figures for thirteen districts and 
pointed out what they werr>. I only desired 
to point out that the two sets of ugurpo, are 
misleading. 

Hon. \V. FoRGAN S)JITH: :1\othing of the 
kind. I quoted the August uguru. 

Mr. MOORE: Naturally, the August 
" Gazette" could not give the August figures. 

Hon. \Y. FoRGAN SMITH: I gave you the 
August figures, and yon tried to confuse them 
by g·i ving the July figures. 

Mr. JI.IOOHE: I vorv much doubt whether 
tlPy were the August 'figures. 

Hon. W. FoHGAN S:mTH : Do you suggest 
that I gave a false return? 

Mr. MOORE: I do not know that they 
were the August figures. 

Hon. \V. FoHGAN S)JITH: I got them from 
the officials. 'They go up to the 21st Aug·ust. 

Mr. MOORE: Then. wo have still another 
week to go? I recognise that uucler certain 
conditions relief must be given, and we have 
had all sorts of figures quote-d to-clay to show 
that relief was only given to widows and 
orphans and that able-bodied men were not 
receiving reliPf. Yet we find t.hat. the biggest 
proportion of the amount spent in relief is 
given to able-bodied men; and no matter 
,,·hcthor there has been a vvar er not, we 
should not have to find the amount of relief 
that was spent last vear on men out of work. 
If the conditions \Vero made attractive fo1· 
people t·o cor:no here, we •\·ould not have thn 
present unemployment. \Ve know that the 

Mr Moore.] 
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conditions prevailing in Queensland to-day 
are not attractive to people vrho 'vant to 
start industries, and they go to tho"-e f:;tatcs 
whore they arc not taxed to such an extent. 
and where the labour conditions are ea:;ier, 
and as a result we have unemployment in 
Queensland. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: How is it that 
they do come to Queensland? 

Mr. NIOORE: They do not come to Queens
land; thrtt is the unfortunate part of it. You 
have only to take the lic·b of n w factories 
and the nullllwr of emnloyees to-dav and 
couparc them \Yith the figu~es for the" other 
States to Pee that thev do not come to Queens
land. Dntil ViN' get~ awa,;: fro1n this ;.ystem 
-of penalising industry, we-: shall huyc to ftnd 
unemployment doles. 

Mr. vV. CooPER: The wage slavery svstem 
again. 

Mr. MOORE: You can call it what vou 
like. \Ve know vo17 well it is the svstem that 
has brought about the present co!1dition of 
affairs. Even in the countrv districts vv.e can 
see the rT•·ult of tho legisfation of the last 
few yearr, The present conditions have not 
been brought about as a result of the war, 
bee a use in the country district, during the 
war price.:; "\vcre high and there \Vas an oppor
tunity for the people to put a little money 
by, but, owing to the legi21ation that has been 
pas,."cd in the last f<:'Yv years, the improYc
ment is not going on that should go on. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: That is on;y a parrot 
cry. I heard that thirty years ago. 

:\Ir. :VIGORE: Then the hon. member ought 
to h.tn learned sen<e bv this time. If he 
w~cs told the truth thirt:;- :;·ears ago and has 
not yet learned that he is working on a fallacy, 
then he is not fit to be a member of Parlia
ment. It is abcnlutely oscential that the 
administration of the pre·· •nt Government 
should be altered in order to do a way with 
unemployment and thereby preyent the neces
sitv for this tremendous drain on the resources 
of· the country in feeding the unemployed 
without. getting any return. 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: Your Government gave 
them pea soup. 

Mr. ~JOORE: I knov. that the Labour 
organlsations objeGt to the present "'vstcm. 
The members of the Bundaberg· Australian 
\Vorkers' l7nion strongly object to it and 
prefe1· to work. There are plent~ of oppor
tunities to go on \'\iith reproductive vvorks 
close to Brisbane. Tako the suggested irriga
tion sch•'lile at Mount Edwards. That is 
quite close to the metropolis, and any work 
dono in connection with that scheme would 
bring revonuo to the State in a short time. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You should not caYil at 
the loan expenditure. 

Mr. MOORE: I do cavil at the loan expon
ditur ·. It is a tremendous waste of monev to 
!mop on building new railway lines at" the 
present cost of construction. VVe have any 
amount of land along our existing lines that 
could be purchased and cut up for closer 
settlement. It is the great-est mistake in tho 
world to borrow money at 6~ per cent. or 
7 per cent. 

Hon. vV. FoRGAN S11ITH: You would have 
to borrow money to repurchase those land'. 

Mr. MOORE : There is any amount of land 
that could be secured without borrowing at 
all. and land could be bought to-day at a 

·cheaper rate than the price paid for it thirty 

lMr. illoMe. 

years ago. There L5 a railway line 
running through it. Between Roma and 
i\Iitchcll there is some of the most beautiful 
land in the State which can be purchased. 

At 5.40 p.m., 
The CHAIE1IAN (:!'.1r. Kin•, an. Brisbane) 

resumed the chair. 

::\Ir. FERlUCKS (South Brisbane): Hon. 
members opposite have been continually 
railing ar;ainst the expenditure of the Go
Ycmment undor the heading of " Outdoor 
Rc>lief," and this aftc-rnoon it ho.s been 
quite a change to notice that, when hon. 
rnen1 bcrs on this side are prepared to demon
strate that the expenditure last year under 
this heading can be justifiably upheld, there 
is a complete absence of any genuine criti
cism frorn hon. Incmber~ opposite; in fact, 
there is almost a total ab,cnce of criticism. 
On the contrary, there has been a com
plaint from the leader and the deputy leader 
of the Opposition that the Government are 
not going far enough in the distribution of 
outdoor relief. To be consieh·nt, we would 
Pxpect then1 to move for an increase on 
the sum of £52,000 sot down for expenditure 
dnring the pn.'sc _lt yenr for outdoor relief. 
It is kno\Yn to all hon. members that cases 
haYc net been ent•TLlinod by the department 
after inquiri0<o have bce1t made into the cir
cumstances of the applicant'· I do not know 
anything about the cas<· 'Yhich has been 
tjuoted-I do not know whero the peoplo 
live. but I understa,nd that one of the 
members of that family is earning £3 5s. a 
w0ek. But there arc harder cases than that 
which have been turned do,.n, to my know
ledge. The expenditure of £177.000 last 
vcar is referred to with assumed holv horror 
bv critics in the Press. The crihcs are 
absent from the Chamber this afternoon. 
I think that one is safe in estimating that 
ono-third of the amount expended is given. 
Hot to abh~-bodicd rncn out of work. bnt. 
it is given in very Inany case!) to ·wido,vs and 
their children, and to wives and mothere; 
'\hose husbands may bu incapacitated, and 
who would not be in a position to contribute 
to the support of the wives and children. 
Innumerable instances of such cnses have 
come before hon. members. vVe must 
realise that, when the· department in its 
wiedom has granted relief in the cases to 
which I havo referred, it has not been 
rendered. nc;:cssary by any action or ""ant of 
action on the part of the Government. On 
the contrarc·, it has been rendered necessary 
by the action of the friends ancl supporters 
of hon. m0mbers opposite. Owing to the 
grca t increases in prices of commodities 
which took place during the war, and which 
are still maintained, the usual amounts given 
in allowances were found to be totally inade
quate to tide the people over their times of 
trial, with the result that the Governmont 
had to incur on that account, as well as in 
ot.her directions, an abnormal expenditure on 
outdoor relief. It is altogether unfair to 
make a comparison of tho expenditure thus 
incurred with that incurred prE'viously, for 
the reason that conditions and prices have 
altered w much that a companson cannot 
be made on fair grounds. There are one 
oc· two aspects of this question which have 
not boon r0ferred to in this debate which 
I desire to touch upon. I am safe in saying 
that more than one-third of the total expe'l· 
diture of £177,000, or about £59,000, has 
been expended in granting relief not to 
able-bodied men who are out of ~vork, so 
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that the real expenditure to families whose 
bn: ad'.vinncrs are out of work, and to other 
individuals who arc similarly situated, may 
be taken to bo from £117,000 to £120,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR 1v1rxEs: There &re about 
ten clusses, including deserted wives, widolYS, 
and families of men who are a>vay, and other 
<.:ascs. 

:Vlr. FERRICKS : The Minister will admit 
that I arn quite safe in e-,tia1ating that one
third of the expenditure has boon incuned 
nndc·r the headings he refers to. I wish to 
repel the charge which has been hurled _at 
the Government by hon. members opposrto 
during the pailt two years that the money 
which is being given to able-bodied men is 
being wasted, that it is an incentive to 
loafing, and that it is debasing the recipients, 
and bringing about a lessening of the 
standard of manhood in the State. I refuse 
to accept that contention. I say that it is 
a, great trial for an0• individual who is out 
of "ork-and we on this side can speak 
feelingly in that regard, because we have 
had the experience at one time· or another 
of being out of work, and looking for work. 
Hon. members opposite ha Ye not had that 
experience. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEiiiBER : How do you 
know? 

:Mr. FERRICKS: If they had had that 
experience, they would not hurl the epithets 
rtt this side th&t they do. Hon. members 
opposite haYe been boru with the luck \vhich 
the hen. member for Bm,-on so character
istically referre-d to, w.hic-h has deprived 
thorn of knowledge of the actual hard
ships of the people. During the expendi
ture of this money in the p._tst financial year, 
hon. n1cn1bers n1a~· not have noticed the 
cxt0nt to which the population of Queens
lalld has increased; and I ar11 vle,:,sed to 
say thc:t, during the past seven or eight 
;.. cars. It has ir:.crca.scd rr::.or<.~ ·in proportion 
than in am- other similar period. Compar
ing· the censPs of 1911 with the census of 
1921, we find that the population of Queens
hnd increased by 20 per cent. The increase 
of population in New South vValcs in that 
time was 21 per cont. The question has been 
raised as to whether a number of workers 
and their families do not come from the 
Southern States to Queensland and obtain 
relief, and whether it is not reasonable to 
assume that many Qucenslandcrs go to the 
Southern St&tes. Everybody knows that for 
those who have money all roads lead to 
Sydne~ ; but for people who have no money 
Sydney or Melbourne is about the last place 
in the Commonwealth to be in. There has 
been an exodus to Sydney of retired Queens
landers, \Vho made their n1.onc:' here, and 
have gone to live there, but that is the 
only way in which the population of New 
South ·wales benefits a,t 1t.he expense of 
Queensland. During the past :, ear, when 
t.his n1oney 1.r, as expended, the population 
on 31st March last had iucrc:tscd by 17,734. 

If twice the -um that was spent on outdoor 
relief, or oven five time~ the snn1, were 
~pent in bringing immigrant:S frmn the other 
side of the worid, then the action of the 
GoYornrrlcnt would have rccoiYed the accla· 
mation of the very people who are con
demning the GoYernment for a~sisting the 
AustraL an-born and A ustralian-adopted sub
iects. \Yhcn a n1an is out of \vork it is not 
to sav that he is a unit in the flotsam and 
jet~ar~ of sot'iPty. I \velco;ne the n1en who 
come here from the other Statcc; of the Com-

Inonwealth, bectusc the~~ are .sood ritizcn'c 
of the Comrnom-;-ealth, and they >vill make 
good in Queensland. I prPfcr that ~vst~'m 
of immigration to the system of brmgmg 
immigrants from the other side of the '·or! d. 
'While I am a whole-hearted Australian, I 
sav that, "-hile the other Sbtc; of the Com
n1~nwealth are prepared to bring in a ~tro:-\m 
of imrnigrants, then Queensland is gont~~ to 
benefit by the departures from the ott:er 
States of the; Commonwealth. I am qmtc 
satlsfif'd that rr1any of the in11nj~~rants \Yho 
are brought. to the other btate; . ill 
e,·cntnalJ:. find their way to Quc·nnsland. I 
was in \\.,.c"-tern Australia wjth the hon. 
rnC'D1ber for Bo,,·en on a n10morable occa ion, 
"'tHd ,-.·hat struck rnc mo~t in that Stat·• ·;,..-as 
the nun1bcr of in<luirics that were n1a~c 
concerning the prospect...; ancl outlook . 111 

Que('nsland for 'Yorker.5 and intPnd1ng 
.C{'ttler~. EvcryiYherc we IVPnt that '\Yas\ the 
question that ·was put to ns. I sec that 
\Y astern Australia is going to bring m 
75.000 immigrants a year. I venture the 
assort. ion that, if they bring that numl--or ,In, 
and thcv do no better for them than tney 
haYc doiw in the past, ihc:v will ncve,- hold 
them, and 0ventuallv they will come to 
Queensland. Tho hon. member for JYiurilla 
'~ill remember a ncriod of about ten years 
ago when there ;vas an ince"-·-,ant cj_·y in 
Queen,land about the shortage of labour, 
particularly for harvc .tlng the I?nrnary 
c•:ops. I'\D\Y that the exc 'h labour 1s h0re, 
the vcr:; same people v;ho howled for t\Jat 
labour are protc..;ting against average assis~~ 
Ancc being lfivcn to thc3c people. All thJs 
has a connection \Yith the quc•shon of outdoor 
relief. About thj.J time it ~.Yill l1e rcrnPnl
bered that thr~ Scottish Cotnmi~.siou ".~isitr>d 
..Au·,tralia. and they issued a report undc_r 
the headjng-, " Australi8, its Land, Condi
tione, ancl I'rospcct~- being- th~ Oh«crv~tions 
nnd Experiences of thP Scnttish Agricultural 
Commission of 1910-1911." nn page 148. 
lJ.nder the heading of "Casual Labour." in 
the ranks of -which the grpater portion of 
t.hi:': rnonev for outdoor relief is .cxpendPd. 
wo find th~o Scottish Conunissicn writing-

" The cn"ual nature of n1uch of the 
employ1nent on £arn1s, L~nd the highPr 
1vn~rcs in the ci-ties, are the n1ain caus.~.;; 
of the sc;,.rcity of labour of which so much 
is heard in 'the countrv · for men can
not be expected to apr)e~r in un!iHJit.ed 
numbers wherever they happen to be 
"-auted for the few weeks' work." 

l-Ion. n1on1bm'", opposite are yer:· much li~e 
what is oxpre;:;,,cd by the Scottish Corrimis
siou. They point out that it is no WF 
ernploying a n1an only a £~. w \Vt:2ks and then 
getting rid of him as soon a' that work has 
been completed. vYe heard a great deal 
n.bmt the Scottish Commi •>ion, but very 
little has been said about the report. which 
that Commi~sion issued, Lec-lUfe it told the 
truth, and there vvero certain 3 3pects of the 
question which did not appeal to hnn. mem
bers opposite. It has been said by hon. 
member, that undesirable effects followed 
the receipt of relief rations by uncmp)oycd 
people. I f'ay that it is far 1nore nndP3trable 
that men should hanJ to steal or p:o hun~r:·. 
I ask hon. members oppo ite, if they obJect 
to the 0xpcnditnrc of rnonev for this p~upoi3e, 
1vhat will the,.· subn1it as an altornatl\Te? 

Mr. MoRGAN: \Vork. GiYe them work. 
Spend the money on work. 

Mr. FERRICKS: The deput:: leader of 
the Opposition thought that twice the :1mount 
could be spent by employing these at work 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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on an irrigation scbonu:· ou "'\Yages th~t 
would coyer the cost of their upkeep. If that 
wore dow', hon. menrbers opposito would not 
be sn.tisfif'd unle38 evcrv 1vorker on pverv 
farm \Vas '.\·orking at th~e f.anw rate. 1-IoD. 
rncrubol's opposite -wa11t nlCll to \';ork just 
for thPir "tucker," because thcv kno~.v thrt 
will bring wages dmYn. Hon. m(,mbcrs oppo
site l1clicve in the doctrine prcar;hed by the 
latt~ Sir G(orge R.cid, ,yho sa.id that he hoped 
that Amu-alia would sec the dav whPn we 
would have ;.,uch a crDp of pau1;eri~n1 that 
indu;;;tries \Yotdcl b(~ aLle to be carricJ. on 
profitably. lion. rnenrlwr8 opposite think 
that meu ehou!d be pnt to work for the 
<'ost of their rations. 

1\~lr. :!\10RGAX: Give thcrn prar:jcal work. 

~ir. FEHRICl{S: If the hon. n1ernbcr \vas 
able to get \York done on hi!') selection JUSt 
for the nH :·e cost of ratinns~~ 

l\h. :\loRCA1':: I would Eot expect it. 

:'111'. FEREIC'KS : But if it were clone for 
the hun. rnerrtber, every adjoining fa.rn1cr 
\\-ould \Yant thu san1e thing 011 his fan:n. If 
you pnt men to work at Mount Ed" arJB for 
the co't of their lwPp, farmo: s \YOnld want 
the men to work for i hem just for their 
''tucker.'" I run coHYinccd that this Govern
nlent \"~/ill I!ever do anything in the direction 
desirc·Cl by Lon. gontlornen OPllOfJitc if the: 
sub1nit that flS an alternatiYe. Do tho··e 
holl. n;.onbcrs 'v-ant these vooplo to go 
hungr,\·, or do they want their children to 
go hungr,v? If not, do they \'.ant thern to 
steal? 

Mr. :\lonG.\~: \Vo want you to g·ive them 
\YOl'k, 

:\Ir. FERRICKS: Hon. members opposite 
have expressed themselves against the 
"Golden Ca·Jwt," and tlw· tako exception 
to rnoncy being t:ipC'nt on outdoor relief. The 
deputy leader of the Up[J03ition says that 
the morw;· has not been exprmckd efficiently, 
and do"s not go far enough. I think the 
t•xpenditnrc is quih~ laudable. in spite of aJl 
the criticism that has been le,-cllcJ against 
it. ~'1. lot of people arc unfortunately 
situated, autl if thf\Y arc hungry it is the 
duty of the GoYernmenr to see the.t they got 
food. I qnite admit that the unemployed 
question and the i~'3H8 of rPlief is a very big 
propc~iiion, and it is not goiug to be ;,olYed 
by any artificial n1eans or by any temporary 
cxpedirut. \Vhile a ~trwknPs~ in industry 
remains it is Lhe dutv of the Govern1ncnt 
to do as they arc doi11g. \\ye n1ust bear in 
rnind the sca;:;onal nature of rnanv of thP 
DCC'Upation::; in Qur,_:nsland. V,;re rcUJise that 
]n tbc car.._- of four industries-sugar, n1eat. 
wooL and whcat~all have their work carried 
on at the uu:Je time. The onlv wav that 
~we can bring about a l~eJuction vof c;'pelldi
ture on outdoor relief is by propounding a 
system of land sottlmncnt, as is the intention 
of the Gm·ernment under the proposed 
Burnett "Scheme. 

l\lr. F. A. COOPER (lJ·cm.cr): In making 
a few 'hort remarks on this vote, I should 
like to say that we han; hoard a good deal 
that is new and probable some that is not 
so new, and I f'hould lik0 to compliment the 
Opposition on tho way in which the:: have 
ende:_ vmued to hide the verv fc\Y facts in 

their favour under a mass of 
G7 p.m.] assertion. \Vhon it comes to asser-

tion, I think the Opposition of 
His :1Iajesty in this Chamber stand upon 
a pinnacle in comparieon with \Yhich Mount 
E,-crc't fades into insignificance. The hon. 

[Mr. F'erricks. 

rnc::dJC'l' for Enoggcra, in the course of hi:3 
rernarks, rnudc some staten1ents as to the 
en1pluynH·nt Gnd the non-crnployrnent of 
returned soldier-. Speaking on this very 
~ubjcct less thau two voars a:~·o, as recorded 
in the "Telegraph" ;f the 4th .::Vlan·h, 1921, 
he rnadc tht:·::.c remarks-

" ' It is u.-._;ch~-::. and idle,' continued l\Jr. 
l{crr, after quoting stati~tic..;, 'as \roll 
as unjustifiable to accu~e crnployers of 
not adhering to their contrae:t in regard 
to rcturncJ rnon. They haTe not only 
dtJnc so, but in rnany ca·:c3 ha Ye exceeded 
th2ir obligations. bnlY in t\Yo iustauccs 
do I know of snch offend. rs, and in this 
connection I propose to deal with the 
chief ono. This .is the State Government 
dt'JJartments, anrl particularly the Rail
wrr!'- tleparbncnts.' " 

You sec that \Ya3 in l\larch. 1921, and hi:; 
retnarks then practicalJy agre.~ with hl'_j 
ren1~l rh: .. ) 110\Y; but the astonishinp- thing 
about it is that the hon. rnmnber for Enog
gP1 LL ,,-as eonected on that first occa'·ion~ 

" Mr. L .. C. :111orlev said that ono 
would be an1azcd at tl1e strcan1 of girls 
"'.'\'hich came out of the Governrncnt offices 
at Dc·-:rnond Charnbcrs if he went th~re 
of an afternooll about half-pa·· t 4. It 
wa;. a crying shame that the Corr1n1on
wealth Government should employ e,> 
rnany girls there while soldiers \vere out 
of work. The positions hel-d l'Y these 
girls should be filled bv returned coldiers. 
En'ry Commonwealth department in 
Brisbt!HC wa2 fu1l of girh3, who were 
doing tho work of returned men." 

l3ut it was not enough that he should be 
corr2ctcd by the chairman of the organisa
tion with regard to his statc>m< ut that only 
""~ cmployPr had failed, bd the secr-etary, 
:I\1r .• J. R. Foster, also found it necr~~sary to 
·,peak-

" }fr. J. R. Fo:otor, di,trict secretary, 
dr'cL'l·ed that the strenuous timo he was 
ha\ ing in the Brisbane office was mainly 
clnP to unemployment. Jl.lr. Kcrr had 
made the bold ancrtion that, with two 
exceptions, private enploycrs had hon
oured their obligations to returned 
soUiers in the matter of employment." 

The hon. men1ber said " with one excep
tion''~ 

" It might be that the employer had 
honoured his obligations to tho extr·nt 
of uivinO' a man a ten1porarv job -..vh0n 
he ~etnr;,ed from the war, but' thee· would 
find that in many instances tho sold1er 
did not hol;! the ·position for more than 
s1x months. 

The hon. n1cmbcr was corrected in hiA state
ment. but \Yhat does that matter? Appar· 
cntlv it does not matter at all w long as 
YOU~ can repeat some old ~,tah'rnents. .At any 
}·ate. it doe;; not matter n1uch. So long a~ 
a kw old facts are at their dispcsal, hon. 
n1en1bers onpositc bolster thcn1 uo as n1nch 
as thee· can- and try to palm them- off on the 
country as son1ething new. I have beep 
struck lately with the propaganda that IS 

going on in a section of the metropolitan 
Press regarding the recipients and the manner 
in which relief i"1 giyen. Just casually glanc
ing through the papers in tho libra~·.~, an~ 
turning up a paper hero and th:,re, ·,, 1thou~.~ 
searching particularly for anythmg, I c~mo 
acros.; these remarks in the metropolitan 
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Prc;;s. The " Courirr," of 17th l\Iay, 1922, 
has t!Ji,.~ 

·· \YhY are thf~ro so hlanv p1ofcs ... ional 
lHlCtnplOyr:d in QueenslunJ ~ <Hlcl so rnauv 
persons drawing pensions and fro~~ 
ration<:> in this wealthy and gigar!tic 
State'? ... It is largel~y becau~ they 
haYe no incentive to ·work and no dc·,ire 
tu get on. \Vhy should they v,ork, they 
a::;k the'1lsc1Yes, \vhcn there j., a GoYorn
nwnt to full baC'k on' Doles and charitv 
and fro(' rations and the ' full result' Of 
their S( 11i-pcrn1ancnt Inendicn,ncy." 

etc .. etc. If that v.:·ert> alone, \VC might (ay 
it \\as an ill'·tanco of the writer's lin-r being 
a little bit upset~that he hac! to tak" it out 
of so1ncbody. a.nd he took it nut of sonlPbodY. 
But I find the following in the '· Courier'' 
cf 23rcl ·ill ay, 1922 : ~ 

·· 1-Jow doe~. the Queensland GoYernrnent 
gr, pplc '50 surcC'~,;;fnlly with uncnip1oy
nwnt '! \Vhy, by n::-.i11g dol0s, grants, ancl 
free l:_~itions, of course! ... In 1922, in 
Australia. to proclain1 'vork as the solu
tion of unomployn1cnt, unrest, ancl gencra1 
incfl1cicncY is to ih in the facP of Kad 
~Iarx and cut onP:,elf off foi' l'YC'l' fron1 

the congregation of the sclf-righteou:'. 
it -is ~o utterlv fo.!:·eign to the 

1 
., practice. _\Vh~- _Should ~ny_ v~o~·k 

\Yi1lle the·-- can h"-e ·w1thuut vvorkn1g 't ' 

The \Yhole te'lOr of theee extracts i, that there 
is a dcf:'irc to in1prc~; Ul)Oll the people of 
r:ucen,larl{! that the people who arc out of 
'\York at prc>ccnt and are receiving Guvcrn
Incnt relief r~o it frorn rhoire and not frmn 
ncce~.;;.;it:v. Tlwre is no attcrnpt to disguise 
it; the full import is there, I find the 
followin<r in the ··Courier., of 7th JulY. 
~~:~ .. 

" It has been roeened, howov<>r, for a 
~ocialistic Uovernmcnt in this enlightened 
age to proclaln1 that if men of a c~rtain 
cla",,; do not care to 'vork the~t· tna:;' obtain 
a gre<tter ~hare of the delicacies of the 
~y~a:::on tlwn CYf'll n1anv of thost~ '<vho 
work laboriouslY .... It i· natural that 
hard-working fa"rrncrs, toiling long hour'' 
with fP'\V rcf'rcations, rni~ht fc• l tr·n1ptcd 
to get to the citie~, and obtain enroln10nt 
on that Practorian gu;:ud of sociulisbc 
supporters who neither toil nor spin." 

That is absolute abuse of the people who arf' 
unfortunate enough to be out of work and 
are assicted by the Government in the mattet' 
of relief. \Y o find tho following in the 
"Courier" of 14th July, 1922 :~ 

"The ~\Iini~t:r for \Vorks and St:d8 
Enterprises is desirous of accountino- fo1~ 
the expenditure of £17\,000 in one "vear 
in o,ssistnnco to unemployed and doles to 
tho,.o who prefer doles t~ food earne-d bv 
honc..;t labour." ~ 

On 22ch July, 1922, the following appeare-d:~ 

" TlrNe is a supcrabundo,nce of work 
lrcre ior eyerybody in the State provid
ing that the industries arc plared on th~ 
'anlE basis as those in other States." 

These pc Jplc dcvire to have the hours of 
labour lengthened and the conditions reduced 
to those ~·,hich are obtaining in the worst 
State of Australia, so that the "·orkers cannot 
enjoy the full benefits that thcv are receiv
ing under the pre<Jont rE>ginH~. In the 
"Courier" of 1st August, 1922, thoro is th0 
follo,,·ing:-

"There 'Yould be no unemployed in 

Quccnslund of mon who would take \oVork, 
or if tlrey are all?wed to tak~. work, '"' 
a p.:\ynl,'?nt according to yaluc~. -

The .inference is that the worker to-day 's 
not giYing value for the 1non_ey that i;· paid 
to him; that, if he wore paid accordmg to 
the ndue at which h<l is as,c3Fed by the 
Ernployers' Federation, it rnight be t,ake.n 
that !re could <rot work. In other \YOrtls, rf 
he would ag-;,ee to take whatever the 
Prnplo,Ycrs in this State can>d to pay hin1 
without rPferencc to any court \Vhatcver, 
thcnl \YOLtld be work for hinr, 

llir. J\loRGAN: \Vhat th"y can afiord to pay. 

2\Ir. F. A. CChll'ER: Does it not seem 
to i1Jdicatc that there i~ a little consvi racy 
tn withhold_ employn1eni.

1
nntll. such_ tirn? as 

the vYorker 1::1 forced lv: tr]C· cxq.{encH:s of the 
situation to accept the offpr of the 
('Il1plo"";cr··? The •• Dail, J\Iaii" does 110t 
adopt~ that particuL~r nwihocl of dealing 
y, ith thl' rnattcr. Its artjcle:-; ara gencrnlly 
k'lg-draval-out-f1gh ::ort of ~nltements, and 
ycrv airv ,vhich an~ written bv those \YOll

dcrful co:.respondents '.dJO contribute to t ht, 
"\Yindow Cohun11." 011L~ nrticle ~tatos-

'· H card of a man the oi her day who is 
now a h·adi11g eitlzen in one of tho 
big citiei.;, who wa:--; crnplo.vcd as a 
labourer in a Govc-nnncnt office \dwro 
ntl'll toiled all night." 

rrhc next sentence i::; the sentence with the 
bite in it. It state··,-

" E-ver~ rnor11ing it vvas his task to 
gather up the cmpt:.· bottll'S." 

Do yon 1-(Ct it? People who \York for . the 
Govennnent and ·were en1ploye.cl all n1ght 
consun1ed the contents of a n1unber of 
bottk·, and the emptic~ were lying round 
about so that this n1an could rnako a start 
to rnake a fortune b~,~ gathering the1n up. 
That is a nice reflection to cast upon the 
public servants. Sur•.1ly, one might expect 
,,omething better from -, papN of t~at 
stanclarcl. On 15th August, the '· Darly 
]l,bil " stated·-

" Touching the dolce fnr niente atti
tude engendered by Thcodoro and Com
pany relief ration s:" stem. I had a 
nocturnal visitor lateb in the shape of 
an old s\vaggie, 'hurnping l\Iatilda' frorn 
ToowoomLa to CloncC<rry. At c•ach tagc 
of the jourrre,- he hacl the tucker Lag 
replcnish0d at thr Govf'rnrncnt's expense. 

A happy, c<cre-frce life. my 
!nasters! \Vhv \Vork or \Yon·y when ono 
can get a be;ICftccnt Go~.-c-rrnncnt to do 
both for ono." 

This poor, nnfortnnate ":\vaggie" had to 
go fron1 Tool':ootnb3. to Cloncnrry. Let us 
take the st·,lgls from Too 1,':oo1nba to Long
reach. Supposinr; he got over that part of 
the jonl'Jl8y right enough--a care-free life, 
lllY masters in \Yhich there is no \YOlTY ! rrhe 
fi1:st sta,ge 'from Longreach is to \Yinton, a 
distance of 130 miles. When I did that stage 
per motor-car I think there .,,·ere three 
plac0s v;hE'ro ~/ou could g{ot a drink over tho 
bar if vou desired it, and four place·> \Yhcre 
you cot~ld get a drink frorn a ~ troam and no 
Govcrnrnent rations. During that stage of 
130 n1ilcJ water couhl be r-ot at four place·. 
and the man had to exist on 5s. worth of 
rations-a couple of lb. of meat and a couple 
of loan'o of bread. A ca;·o-frce life, m:
Inasti?rs ! 

Mr. MORGA;.;: Station people will always 
giYe them something. (Government lo,ughtcr.) 

Jlr. F'. A. CoorJcr.] 
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:Mr. F. A. COOPER : It is quite right 
for their mast0rs. the strttion-owncrs, to giv0 
them rations; but when the Government give 
th01n the 11('CC''sarios to kc0p bod';¥ and soul 
together, it is ~.vrong. VVhen the Poor. upfor
tunatP lnan got to \Ninton he v.onld have to 
~trug-~le to ICynuna, a dist.ance of 110 miles. 
on his fu·s ]oa,·rs of br<>ad, couple of lb. of 
meat, und the sup·ar and tea that be got 
\Yith the Ss.. with no rdrcshm<'nt-place 
except thrf'e water hole>. A wonderful, cn.re
free life without \Yorn·, ond without alF 
anxiety hat<'vN! The next stage is from 
K~·nuna to ~1ackinlav, n, distance Of 48 milPs 
with one wnt.~rholc. and tl1cn frOJn ~Iackin_~ 
la:.T on to Cloncurry, a distance of 80 mile·~. 
with one drinking-place 18 mile.• out. and the 
m·xt drinking-plac0 56 mile'l furtb,_er on. 
Along th,o track from \Yinton to C!oncurrv 
there fl ro d0~rl 1n.:-•n's bones-th0 bone._, 0£ 
mqn, \dw tramped that track searching for 
\VOr1z. r:th•mptJng to kcl'n bcdy and soul 
together. before the days" of 5~. worth of 
rations to carrv thcn1 011. Their bones are 
left there h tell the tale. 

A correspondent in the "\Vindow" column 
of the " Daily Mail " with that airiness 
which denotes that he' had been all the wa v 
fron1 the Botanic Gardens to Auchcnflowe!, 
talks about the care-free life of a man 
" humping the drum" from Toowoomba to 
Cloncurry. To my mind there is only one 
place in the world fit for 'Uch stuff as that, 
and that is the " \Vindow" column of the 
"Daily Mail." On lOth August, I find this 
in the "Daily Mail"-

,, Amalgamated sons of rest-a societv 
of person'· with conscientious objections to 
work between meals. :Members may be 
seen daily at their posts in Queen stroet." 

Another reflection oa the workers of thib 
State who are out of work. 

:lclr. M ORGAN: Is that not fairly accurate' 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I know from your 
sta_ndpoint that it is true. Frorn your stand
point any poor, unfortunate rnan who happens 
to strike an uv _'r·,.tocked labour n1arkct is a 
loafer. and he prefer, to spend his time lean· 
ing up ag.\iest a post in Qu0cn street to worh:. 
in g. On 9th Augu't there is another reflection 
upon the StaL· employee as to the way he 
works-

" :\'ow I know >>hy it is that people 
havo to wait anything up to bvo years 
for their telephones. Vv'c ere havjncr 
one installed the othPr dav. Fou_r n112;; 
arrived about 2 o'clock wit-h a hug-e bag 
of tools, and an equally f ~rsom0 coil of 
wire. After borro\Ying a laddor from 
next door thev set to work. That is to 
oay, one man" mounted the ladder· and 
h'gan boring a hole while the <Jthe,· three 
looked encouragingly. 'Yera bit low, 
aillt yer, J oe' ·, asked one. ' Through 
yet' ? queried another. ' Shut up' added 
the third. The hole proved to be a bit 
too low. The s-econd try was too high, 
and bv the time thPy had stl'Ll ;k the ri;rht 
place the vYall was 11\t:ell vontilni ,:cl ' IIQlf. 
pa't 4,' exclaimed 'Dill.' Thev locked 
the tool cbe~t, tied the wire, and left 
They c:1n1e again the next n1vrning at 10, 
and had the wires set bv 3 in the after
noon. The whole job consisted in extend
ing the wiring from the roof to where 
Y\'e 'vant·rd the 'phone.'' 

I hnYe no hesitation in saying that n 1 {qur 
1nert are sent out by the Tclpgraph Dcpa-ct
n1ent, which is a Co1nn1onYn 1lth dcpartrncnt, 

[Jh·. F. A. Cooper. 

to fix a telephone wire. I make bold to say 
that no foreman in a Conn10nwealth depart
ment is so negligent of his duty that he would 
not notice that four men on one job took one 
half of a day and practically the whole of the 
next da v to fix the wires for one telephone. 
The Co~n1monwcalth depal'tment is a very 
strict dcnartment in the matter of time cards 
and the keeping of time, yet the •' Daily Mail" 
reflccteC! in that airv wav on the workers of 
this d0partment. 'The· hon. mcmbf'r for 
_i\_ubio·nv n1ade a few rc1narks about some 
poop!;, · ho had been refused rations by this 
Government. I have g·lanc0d hurriedly 
through the papers, and I lhink I am right in 
savin" th>1t in 1919 these people received 
rati01';'s eighteen times. In 1920 they received 
rations t\Yentv-two tinws, and in 1921 they 
received ratiol1s sixt-~cn t\r eighteen tin1es 

JVIr. VowLES: Why \verc the ratiom cut 
off? 

J\lr. F. A. COOPEE: The rations were cut 
off twelve months ago be-cause it ... appeared 
to those in charge that the family wer<; in 
rcc,•ipt of that much money that the ratwns 
could not be g-ranted. 

::\1r. VOWLES: The polic.' l'Cl;Ort did not 
say that. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The rvpoi't said that 
one member of the family was earning £3 
" week. I have had people come to me who 
ha' c been struck off the ration lis· In one 
case a man came out from England. He was 
a barber and he could not get work at his 
trade and he br,d to set up a place of his own. 
He h'ad YN• little money, and consequently 
did not hav;c a very elaLoratl sv.loon. H-e 
naid Ss a week for the '"'\oon uncl 8·. e~ \>eek 
house r~nt, and he ha·d a ,,-ife and six children~ 
the eldest ~hild being tweh·e yc:crs of ap;e. 
I could not get ~rations for that 1118!1. Tbc
departn1cnt said, " I-Ir: is getting £1 10s. a 
week ;nd i" not cntitlc•d to them." This 
·wornan's daughter to 'vhmn I have already 
r,::>fcrred ''"as in receipt of £3 r wceJ.-:: to J{e~p 
five of th0n1, ~Yet hero i~ :LDan \Yho ~s 111 
reccint of c£1 lO·c. a week. '.llC! he has to l<cep 
hjs fa_._n1llv . ..Another case ( JD1C undel' Jny notice 
\Yhero a·n indiYidual 'Y"5 turncc! dov,·r_1 .by 
tlr" polic •, who said. '; This rnan ~::- recmvrng 
£l a '"'eek frorn a benefit society.'' I-Io ha:;:: 
a ,.,jfc~ and six children. Ht- pays 2s. a \veek 
contribution~ to the society; he pays 8~. fc;n· 
rent. and he has 10s. a week to ~~eep the 'vh.olc 
of the familv. It. v,as ouly with gre:"t c'nffi· 
cnltv that I ~Ya' able to g-et ,·clid rat•ons for 
ihis ~ rnan. 

~1/.Ir. 'lOVd .. E.-i: Don't ;:on lc_ow dt'·t that 
girl is away frmu her people~ 

::\1r. F. A. COOPER: :'\o; I judge from,th.e 
reports. I know that rd:cf ls <1, very mfli· 
cult thing to handle. anLl I lun·.:: t!l.c gTt'atC'::-t 
· ympathv for the officers of the c1f'p·,rttnont. 
I know "they ha Ye diffinlt cases to handle; 
bnt although the "VGten1 L2s b0r-n o:tcn 
abusc,d, I \Yould bo s~rr:, to see thern rc~USl) 
deserving caSE'i. 

VVith reference to uncrn;)1oyn1cnt and t~h 
part \vhich it plays in the 1nattcr vf t_nc 
"dolA," as it is called, I \Y:Jn, ' : po~nt 
out tbat th(' fault does not nhva; ::1 he \Vlth 

the Gm·crnment. 
The qucstion of the ernp1oJ rnn1t of re-turned 

soldicF, h<t.' <·roppcd up. I want to state 
my 1i)·tle CXJV.Tionce in th~ littl? t_own -..vher_e 
I Jiyc, ancl I expect there IS a sm;nlar expen· 
once 1_ 11 oth0r to\YDS. In n1y dJ:;:tn_ct there
was a po:-ition vacant for a St'Cl'f~ttn·~, tn 
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the f!re brigade. There \Yas a nu1nLer of 
applirations for the poEition. It v a'3 a sqni
public body, on v, hi eh the undcrwrita;, the 
city counc:l, and the ratepayers have each 
a repr02entative, and tl1c GoYC'rnrnont h 1 YC 
a nominee representatiYe. A returned soldier 
appli tl for the job. amongst others. He 
'va.:; main1cd and un.ab1c to do hard \Yc..:_·k. 
The only man who voLe! for him was the 
GoYcrnn1ent llomincc. The rc~t of thl) 
board vvted for a gentleman who was not 
a rctmncd soldier at all. The citv council 
had two jobs vacant-one as pou1~dk8qwr. 
and one as caretaker of ·l~lC bat1

1S. I L y _. 
nothing to say about the n1en ·who "c•rc· 
appointed, but the Ipswich City Council. lik' 
othPr city councils that have talkt1d prefer
en-ce to returned soldicr.·J rrnd about H·.·ir ~ 
a fair Lhing· being done by the soldier,, 
ga vc both those jobs to men 'vho 'T<'l'<' "D! 
returnrd soldiers. There \VPre ma.n:v applic 
tions for both the jobs by returnPd soldic'rs 
who were qualifie-d to fill the positions. TlH' 
hon. rncrnber for Toowong is here. and I 
dare say he knows of the case in the Brisbane 
Citv CounC'il vvhcn he vva-_, a nlcnibcr o.'_' 1r. 
when thev wan;·.ed a caretaker fur :\Iou:ct 
Coot-tha. " Thf're \YC're returned :<o]di,•r H] )li
cants, but I do not think the Briebanc ('i:\· 
Council gave the job to a reJurnccl 'ohf. ·. 
The IIolman Governmonb in J:\e\1· Seuth 
\Vales posscd a wonderful Act called f,' 
Preference Act, to enforce prdcrc·lcc to 
Teturned soldiers, under "-hi-eh anybody v. ho 
had a job going and did not give ]t ic u 
returned soldier could be grrrbbed and h:ml('cl 
beforo the C'ourt, and a zealous pol~c,-, qffic, r 
gmbbcd a man who had tran·grcssed and 
hrough:, hirn l1efore the C'Ourt. That m n 
ha,ppcned to be a n1ernlH"?r of th() IYOI\1~chtl 
institution c11lecl tlw "::\Iillions Club." C: 
course. the clubman csraped. and thc-rp hn•.~r 
bceE llO prosecutions under that -:y0nd" · 1 

• \et. <'YPr since. The Sydney "Bulletin," in 
ctn article the other clay, spoke of the a\sis
t.nncr given to hospitals. r.n.cl referred to th-' 
rrturucd ,~oldiers as "those rather despotic 
crcaturf's, th0 returned E<J1dicr;;,_'' \VP h ,~,. 
a lncal body knoYv-n as th0 I{ing nnrl F.: .1 pi;· 
L0a<rue. \\-ho \VCrc going ·.'0 mnko tL 
r0hnned soldier do sccrctf!.l'iB. 1 \Yor1,;:-. ln"! 
unfortunately. they were' un::tble to ~-" "t 

~;f'Cr0tarv to do it. It s• {"lTI:-; to !TIC' t 11 ~L t 1· n 

cm:;• \vith regard to the distribution r~ rd·~"'~ 
is wholiv and ~,~lch~ in favour of tl1c ·Gnvr·Tn 
mrnt. To hav' a heart, to have a feeling for 
vour fellow-men, to keep people from abe.o
lutc ''''nt and penurv. has alwnvs h' 
regarded as a decent thing: hut it has t c~~, 
a peg \Yhcrcon the Press \vho arc c 'l'rv,--..r1 
to the GoYornmPnt haYc hull2.' 111anv ~t.n·\~
rnf'nt:;:. 1vhich nr" not tni". aYJ'd jt, has he ·!l 

a p0g- on \vhirh Ornwsitinn mc•rnh0r:;:; bnYt> 
rf'nf'atr-dlv Jnisrpprc~entf'd tlH"' fa-cts. I a~n 
astonished :o th.ink th~t- thPv 0n ... ·::>f0_1 on 
this ·deh tt0 wlth such a larg-·:". 11Part-. Thr•"~ 
~honlcl h,-,ye kno\vn their \VP1 knr<S l.·"'f0 1'0. 

but thev knov; bv this timf' l1ow ~oundh· 
thrv hFt\~r· b00!1 thr.a:::h0d. how f8l1rrinu:< tlv'ir 
nr;nrn0nb \Yf'rt), n.nd unon "'.vhrr sbiftlr: ~· 
FJ~cls t.hC'y built their fou.nddi<'n'·. 

[;oYElP·~rEXT 2\fr\IBERS: !-I01r. h( ·q•: 

C\Tr. CORSBR (7Jurutt): I "·as : ln ··.t 
n-:0Yrd to tears bt the re tn rk::; of the hnn. 
Jrf'n-"hf'r for RrC'rn('r ahout thP hnrd thi11g-s 
;.;niil by hon. n1en1bcrs of the Onnosition 
n?: 1 ln:;;;t t.110 noor nnemploYf'r1 1Yho- htd to 
., h11mp J\:Infjlda " fron1 · Too,~:oon1brt to 
\'1onrurrv. A noor nnfnrtunatr 1F"'f'111-

ployr-·d citizen n1adc his Yray into rny cliql'~ct 

the othc·r dav. The unfortun:_;_te 1Ha11 also 
had his wife< travelling with hi1n, and they 
coJHIJlunic "tcd with n1e. I took thcrn in my 
mDtor-c 1r to Gayndah to rc1iv. r~ i'ht~ln of 
~.on1c of the hardships of the Joad Sooll. 
after w0 arrived at Ga:vndah the e pcoople 
w0ro arrestPd by the police owing t ' preYi
ous unlawful actions of oHicers ol the Govern
ment. 

1\Ir. BRE~XA.;\: \Yhat W"~rc they u:rrcsh·d 
for? 

knoi" '"-'hat thc.v 
ju.:'t ntentioning 

,.ide can sho\v 
have to vndk tho 

l\Ir. CORSER: I do not 
" re arrested for. I '' 
tl1't hon. rnernbcrs of 
kindnc.-·s to people '·'' ho 
rcacL v;ith '' ?ttlatilda." 

}\Jr. STOPFO~~D: lJow did '"OU kno\V that 
th2 wo··IHl..n':J nan1o \Vas "l'v1atilda "? 

~1r. CORSER: I said the<.v wc···c probabl~? 
v. ·ll.jng with "1t1at.ild:l." I do nDt knoi'V 
that. there was any eau· c- for their arrest. 
I can t•_·ll hon. rne~nlbt:Id opposite tJ1at hon. 
ruc·rnbcL~ on the Oppo:-ltion side arc just 
a::1 anxious to tukr> notice of the distrc~s 
[l ~-nong;_;t people a . .::, thc-;T are. If son look 
un .. I-Ic- n:-;ard ., vou vri11 :--.,•c the pn)dictions 
r~ade by bon. l;lC'lnhci_, of the Opposition 
vvhen certain lcgislutio!l \v::_t:-. bPlnf-'· ,.r.acicd 
by tllC:' part.v now in po',;vcr. \'\T c told thcn1 
th1.t. owjr~g to their lcg~slation and adn1inis
tration. the\ vvere stiflinp all jnceutiY·-~s to 
thrift and il1dnstn·. \Ye t'Old thnm that their 
art]ons \YOUld Jc'ld to U. 'Pp~o· 
it \Vould ]Jrcvent pco1llc frorn 
ir ~Iustric:~ as they should be 

Thc SECHETARY FOH AGRlCULTL·ru: You :o J,id 
that buL ~."oU furnished no proof. 

:Jlr. CORSER: The proof ;, h· re ~:ow
'-' ha\Tf' u;-_c~nplo~"?rn( nt he~,·~ no1v. 
The SECRETARY FO!! .\GRICGLTL11E: The 

nHemploycd are n1ore nurnerous in Victoria . 

:'\fr. COR'l.ER: It ",ts staiN! Ly the 
Labour Durc~Hl quite recently tLat there 
v~·py(' 6,900 . UtlCllllJlO~- rd re re,. SI~ i,t j~~ IlO 

good rftC':rnng to ob«'r St-t~ or t11e C:::ttD
':~orn.Ycalih. \Yh('ll thi,. GoYCrllfE nt can1"""" 
into l)O\\ -!l' ono of the 1Jla .. ks ir1 their plat
fG!'tll was th;_,t they \~ere going to in en =-tse 
ir:du\try ;-,:_ncl ·wipe out unemplo:vrn ·nt in thi:-< 
State. H.o~J. 1n0n1bcr"" o~1posite ~aid that 
tlv-' Tor", StatciJ would han~ th•ir uncin
ploy":lC'llt but not QucC'n:-land when theY 
ir::t ~...-duce J their 1cgisln t1on ~on fO('iallstilc 
1i1~C<s, bt :;a use there would be posJibilities 
fo~· the derc1oprncnt of jndu.~trics in Qur·::·ns
la~ld. IIo1VC'YCr, they failed to develop 
1IH_iustr~? i!l Qu, ~ 'land unll we ha ;;e uncrn
t•loycd people here. 

1\Ir. FOLEY: The S· .'rct.ary for Minr·s 
proYl d whnt he said about thO unc.tp1oycd. 

1\fr. CORSER: The for ~line'" 
said during the Paddington ~:bou carn
pe.ign that there would h1 no uncJ :p]oY
ll1E'l1t here in a couple of rnonth.:.:,, t·ut that 
has not bce~1 born(' out. It 'vas all right 
for him to n1akc thitt: f:t~b:rnC'~lt at that 
r ;:1 rticular tinlc, but the GoYCi·nn1Cllt could 
not. live up to 1t. I an1 ,d)n·y thnt Vi'0 

h ·YO had an·,· un:::·mplov1ncnt in QucerL:.:land. 
but thPrC is· a good rr_;t10un!- of ''vork Ucing 
vrovided fol· :in the Burnctt -djs-:_rict ju~t 
now. \Yhe:1 that scheme 1vas started :1d 
\Yorkcrs were being l1rocut·ed for th0 BurnPtt 
Hailwavs. I nutdc repn~scntatio: .s to the 
proiH r · quart0r, and, throug-h the kiul-1ncss 
of the administration, I was able to have 
J\1undubbera adopted as a place where 

M~". G grser.j 
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It· hour could br~ secnrf'd t brough tl1c Labonr 
BurcRLL I found t}u, t cerbtill 

[7.30 p.In.J organisations ., ere v.-or 1
. ing 

agair~st tlw opening of thrl>t 
lnn·eau. but fortunately their reprc~entations 
\V ere not suecP~~-,fuL ,, ith the result that the 
bun: >-Ll w~~.:: OlJelll·-1 in Uayndah. I fonnd, 
ho\n-ver. that it v~as a burcnu v•hich onl"",' 
rerciY( 1 Haml-, of uncJlploy, d rtncl uo ac>:oll 
could be taken to secure Jnen from it. 

}\Ir. BHEXl,;AN: 
first'( 

Mr. CORSER: The bln'<'<Ln was opened 
at my request, but I found it 1vas only a 
bureau for registration, and not a bureau 
fron1 \vhjch labour could be employed, so 
that I had to make further representations. 
FortunatC'ly. those 1'L'l1re,·cntations were 
sucrcsdul, and part of the labour in that 
district is now secured from Mundubbera 
and pr.rt ·from Gayndah But. rtlthough both 
of those bureaus have a considerable number 
of rPgit5trations, they have not adequa.tely 
fulfilled the duty of finding work for the 
people y;ho Vd?re hoping to scf'ure it as a 
resuit of expenditure from the loan fund. 
The Government have £5.000.000 loan monev 
to spend this year. They have not asked fo"r 
more, nor have I ever s<~ggestod they should 
haYe ~c3:::. VVh0n the GovernrncL.t say that 
~ore IS nLcesaary to cr:1ploy the unemploycO 
lfl _the Bm·nett I am not going to vote 
a g mst 1t. It 1s their ph>ce to sec that the 
people are emplo<ecl, and, if a little more 
n1on0y is n€'•~c-1.sary to enable us to roach n. 
position whore Queensland 1Yill have no unem
ployed, the Opposition will give it most 
favourable consideration. when they find 
what th0 scheme is. In tho meantime, now
e'er, we are faced with this position-that 
last year £2.600,000 wr,s asked for. and this 
year £5,000.000, and the Government have 
that amount to spend. \Vhilo I hope that 
th(• unemployed in the Burnett will have a 
share of this expenditure, I sincerely hope 
aleo thrtt all the people of Que<'nslam! who 
want 1vork will be catered for in the expen
diture of this exceptionally largP amount of 
loc1n money. In doinc- that, I hope the Go
vernm~nt will give the unemployed, whether 
1n Bnsbcmo. Bundaberg Maryborough, or 
any other centre, \vori\: as near as rJOssible 
to their homes. It is bad policy, for instance, 
to send people from Gayndah to the N ort.bern 
l3urnctt. or from Gladstono to the Central 
Burnett and l'IIundubbera. And 'Kherever 
it is poosible, I hope that facilities will be 
giv~!n to onablo their f >milies to accon1pany 
them. I hope that this large expcnditure
pae~ed with the support of the Opposition
will re nlt in the succe>sful emplovment in 
reproductive industry of all the unemployed. 
I hope that none of the schemes of the 
Govcnnnent will fail. \Yhatever thev arc, 
I trust that thev will be to the adva-ntage, 
and not to the detriment of Queensland, for 
I feel sure that e.-erv m m who labours on 
the works constructed out of this large 
expenditure of loan mor,e:; "ill be £ar more 
satisfied if he kno·,, s that his labour is 
gEling to be reproductive In reviewing the 
whole cptostion, we should remember that 
there arc nch things as works of "" non
party nature, and, if we consider our loan 
C'xpenditurc in the interests of the llnem
plovod from a broad national standpoint, 
and cut a.way all party feelings from our 
f'nn~itle-rations, we ought to lJ,, in th0 pof'i
tion. not only to absorb all men who arc 
spck-ing omployn1cnt, but al~o to give greater 
confldcnc'J to the people of the State who 

[Jh. Cm·s,'r. 

haYc n1onov to invest, and 'vho would, under 
safer ancl "sounder aclrninistration, be pre
pared to spend that money, and so find 
private \"l·ork for tho.sc persons \vho are now 
relying on the Sta.te. 

\Ye must also remember that after this 
£5 000 000 is spent the, men 1v ho will be 
Pm:1lo~Td bv it will roqnirc son10 other \",-ork. 
It is 11o us8 sa:;·ing, "\Ye aro going to find 
~vou work this year, becaW:~iJ it is near .an 
clec'tion." Thev have more than an clectwn 
to think of. ·They have their wives and 
families to < onside~'; and I think it is the 
dutv of anv Government to pro.-ido ahead 
the" mea.ns '£or finding work for m eh men; 
and they can do it by sou~1~ and saf~ adm_in
istration of the State's aflaus, thus Insp1nng 
that confidence which i; so eesential to the 
progrer,,'-; of industrv, and cre,:tting conditions 
as 'favourable to "the employer as to the 
employee. and making possible the do.-elop
mf'nt of our rura.l as v::cll a.-, our secondary 
industries in a way which alone will find 
suitable employment for alL If wo do, that, 
v,-c are doing our duty to the unen1p1oyed. 
and not nwrely finding thern "\YOrk o_ne year 
and throwing them on to the rehef vote 
the next. I rtppeai to the Government to 
consider the matter on the broadE'st li_n:s, 
in the interc,ts of thP 1vives and fam1hcs 
of the men as "'ell as of the men themselves, 
and adopt a safe policy of progress. 

The SECRETARY FOR :~II"NES CHon. 
A. J. Jonc;, l'addingtonr: The hon. mem
ber 1vho has just resumed his seat made a 
statement which might be very damaf!ing to 
the Gon;rnment, but he did not g1ve the 
names of the persons to whom he rdcrred. so 
as to give ns any clue which w'?ulcl enable 
u· to got the police to '!lake ll1l]Ull'les. A!!Y' 
bodv who knows anythmf( ah1nt the admm
istratiC'n. <'specially of the Pohce Depart
ment. knows that the police will not arrest 
any p2 rson or per;)ons nnk-,s for sorne very 
grn vc reason. 

]'.fr. CoRSER: Did I make any snggestion 
otht>nvi~c? 

The SECRETARY FOR ~II:\ES: "'o. 
Mr. CORSER: It is just as vccll to mr,ko 

tbat clear. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: The 
hon momb<'r has made his statement. and 
I c~nceivc it to be rn_v duty to a'k him . to 
furnish me. as Acting Homo Sccreta~v. w1th 
the nan1c~ and date.-', so that I eau Inqtnrc 
into the ea c, and bring- the full particulars 
bcfor the House, and then we shall see who 
is to blame. 

GO\'ERN)!EK'r :\'IE}IBERS: Hear, hear! 

J\1r. \VEIR ( 1/ary/;orour;h): Thpre has bc_cn 
a grc<tter a1~noun~ of can~ and. hypocns~~ 
during thP- d!&Cusslol:- of th1s, relief vote b,' 
hon. members opposite than there has been 
on an:· other vote. \Yho knm<s b: Iter ~han 
t ~10v do that the whole thing is due entuely 
to the svstem ·-c·ith which the.'' havo hedged 
ns round? I 0xtend n1y sincere s·..-mpathy 
to the rnan and "\vornan who "\Yerc unfortu
nate enough to travel with the hon. member 
for BurnPtt. rrhcy migllt haYC knovvn "'hC'rP 
ihe,- wonld encl. (Laughter.) I hope that 
iho. hon. member -. .,ill get out of the position 
in which he has placed himself with the least 
:mount of dola-:. I was not m the Chamber. 
but T v, " told that the Iradcr of the 
Oppositi0n again il!trodnf'c:d. 1nto the. Hou;:,c 
that old canard wh1ch he mrroduced l1l con· 
!taction _,·ith \Vando Vale-that some loafer 
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rtt an hutd bnr told Bill Jonf~~, Yrho tolJ 
Tu m Smith that he \Vas told bv so1neonc 
on tl1,~ <'anL•ficld::;;, \'vho ·wa~ told~ bv some~ 
body Phl\ ihat a "bloke" in :rviarvborourrh 
~aid that 'OlEO tWople thoro ,., ho h;ul banlc
Ing accounts wore getting relief. I an1 told 
that tho hon. gentleman did not connect me 
n: tnaliy, but the insinuation \Yas there. I 
•· allt to eav for his benefit that the state
went ic· ab~olutP!y untrue. l hope he will 
take my \Yord for it. I do not knn.1v the 
~· bloke" that he is talking abollt. If there 
H an'. rcfcrcllce to r:w. as 1nernbcr for J\larv~ 
boro~gh, the statcnwnt i.-. absolutolv untruO. 
I ncYf!r heard of it until the hon.· member 
for Drayton mentioned it here last session 
b; interjection, and I told him emphatically 
thnt I had IH'Yer hPard it. before. I am n lso 
told that it app"'itrPd in tlte '· ::!In rvboron;..,-lt 
Chronich~." I think the hon. n1e;nbcr for 
Wick Bay told me tl1~t. I did not ,cc the 
"· Chl·cnidc .. , lilH1 I did r:ot think it yvorth 
while to read it. 

:Vh. Ym·. LES: It appc:tred in Uw J'dary
borou~.th 1~uper" 

:vir. 'IYEIR: I do 11ot doubt that-any
thing app(:ar~ in our papeY~. 

.._\n OrPO.'Jll'~O?\ rvlE~IBER intcrjt1 Cted. 

l\{r. \VEIH: Fancy me writi11g to a Tory 
pap''" to uphold my l'epu(ation I It is a 
thing that I haY(' rw:ver do11e in mv life. If 
r cannot stand up by m:: 0\Yn <'no'rts. I am 
1:ot going to tnrn to the " f1hronicle.'' I 
haYe ncycr n1ade it a practice to \Vrite to 
the '' Chronicle." So far as the 'tatement 
i~ coliC•_'rne~, ~ givP it a deninl right here 
and 1~0""', 1f 1t alleges that th€'r8 is any 
'{·onn0dion i~h 1nysclf. The point I wan't 
to Pmphasise is the ab·nrdit,v of the argu
lllcnt of hon. m<·mbors opposite. On the ono 
hand, they charge th~._~ Government wn.h 
not having mete· "1 out fair trc:tn11cnt to a 
we man >Yith children. lwc wge they did not 
6 ·ive them rations aftor being- srtt1sned that 
thcv had rnched the ·, tandard of moans 
when thP,v did not need rr~tions. On tho 
nthe1· hand, they say that tlw poop!" in }1ar:\· 
borou~::h get rations \Yhc:n thcv haYo a bank
ing account. l-Ias there eYer ~been 0 clearer 
c, ,c of ono argun1ent condemning the other! 
-:\:Iy experience in 1\Iaryborough is precisPly 
tlle "'mo as thM of tho hon. member for 
Brem~r; and it is the Ramc C"~pcricncr_!, I 
tf:l kc It) as that of eYc-rT,T n1cn1bcr in this 
I-I?_u;;;c. Anybody. ·who knO'ws anything abont 
rc!Ic•f knClws perfectly ,,.ell that one of tho· 
mnditions of ~dting relief is that the appli
<·ant h~, to s1gn a docnnwnt to the effect. 
thnt hf1 is ckstitutc. If a nHtn or wornan 
had a banking- account and >igned a docu· 
mcnt to that effect. he or she would be liable 
t~) imn1cdiat.e arn\,,t. In Brisbane prosecu~ 
hons h~YP taken p1acc-nnd wisely. I thi•1k 
-for abuse of the ration grant. I haYc f:aid 
in l\Iar:·bomugh to the unemployed. a1.d I 
say it no\v, that tb::- police are not _evcrP 
PlJOugh in "0HlC of these cases. I to ko the 
vievv that in ~on1c of these rases there is 
nn lncli!Ht~ic'n nn the 11art of sonw people to 
ln1po;;,J on the ration allowanrc. I kno\V 
that pvory big schem c ha· its 1 m posters. I\Ty 
point is that the percentage of imposters i's 
~n ;;;mrdl that thr-v rcallv d ... "} not !natter aft.cr 
all. \Yhen I am ·home in Maryborough I am 
111 att1\:tdar.cc on Saturch~.- and !\fondav ;,t 
the Labour bureau promntl:· at 10 o'clock in 
-the morning. I do not think there is in thi3 
Chamber a member who is fortunate onongh 
to be so closdv in tonrh with the unen1-
plo,vecl in his ckctoratc as I am. Having 
3tudiE·d the thing closely and well for many 

;-r:,rs. I Jo not hon11stly believe that there 
arc 2 pPr c0nt. cf impo-'i or .J on the ration 
list to-day. I go fmthcr--·I do !lOt b.~·liovo 
1-hcru arc 2 ])Cl' cent. of tho UJ1(.'n1pio:yod 1.·d1o 
do not honestly \V::tnt \YOrk; 93 per cent. of 
thun \V:dlt \Vork. This qucwtiou ha,., l1oen 
dregg·ecl in by the lnir of tlw hc·1d. be1t 1 
thought that, in dcccnc,y, the ,,oldicr e\~n1cnt 
in this House could haYe ]eft the soldier 
" stunt" alone. Th~c \7 ha Ye clrag~red it to 
death, so -.,yhy drag it.~ again? 

.LVlr. COSTELLO: \Vhose fault is it? 

~.1r. \YEIIl: Fancy a soldier i3aying it is 
our Ltult! Does he not know that the cnpi
talistic clnss haYo U'cd the.se men all through 
the a gcs and sera pped them ? Surely lw 
kw.nv.·· that! 

::\Ir. COSTELLO: Now you ha Ye dragged 
th<.-ra in the gutter. 

.:>Ir. \VEIR: They arc the cla's >vho 
pro1niseJ. to protect thc~c nlen, and ·when 
thcv came back theY left them to 'tarvo in 
the· parks. \Vho kn;ws that better than the 
hon. member? And that, despite all his 
ini1uenc0 as a politician. Tlw san1o 'vith tho 
hon. melil bcr for Enoggcra. \Vith all their 
blather of what they did for the '·oldier, go 
round the corner and ~ee the " Digger::; ., 
~tarY:ag. I say the whole re· ponsibility, so 
far us the unornploymcnt of thn :-oldicr is 
e Jnccrncd, re ~t3 entirely with the Federal 
GoYonmlPnt. \Yhon these people sailed away 
they wen~ toltl, ''\Ye 'vill d12er you: thank 
you, kiss you when you rornc back." I \vas 
travelling to North Queensland in J uno, 1915, 
on the '· Bornbala." Sornc good ladies, who 
were cornfortablv situated in lvielbournc, 
wm·e walking up 'and down the boat at night 
sirHring this. I was one ·who obj ccted to the 
rcntiment. because I bclie1·ed it >vas not 
honest. ~\. good lad,,. that I came in touch 
with said, "Don't you like this, J11r. \Voir?" 
I 'aid, " No, because I do not think it is 
true. When they come back you will pull 
your skirts a'\Yay for fear of rubbing against 
them." They did pnll their skirts away, and 
left the women ,,.Iw ',ere left behind to 
· tarvc, as they a]wa~'6 do. 

:Vlr. CosTELLO: You cannot blame this side. 

.:>Ir. WEIR : Of course I do. I blame you 
for supporting a sy'tcrn which does that •'Jrt 
of thing. 

Let us look at the people >vhom the hon. 
member for Toowong represents-the employ· 
ing class. \V e heard that those people would 
cheer the " Digger," thank him, ki.ss him, 
nut their anns round his neck, and find hi1n 
;1 job. The:; walked down to the wharf, said 
"Good-byt\" and sailed hin1 o'er tho seas to 
take all the xisks-which he took like a man. 
\V hen he came back they saicl, " IV c '.Yill 
haYe a glorious Anzac Day to celebrate the 
famous landing on Gallipoli." Thoy did
"·hcll it clid not cost auything-they will do 
anything so long as it does not cost anything. 
But ' ... ~hen it starts to cost something-when 
thl'v find it will moan a few " bob " out of 
the;r pockets-and they ha Ye the few " bob," 
\VhjDh they made ont of the "Digger," blt>,s 
vou-this is what thev do: rrhc " Courier" 
of 18th August, 1922, has the following 
r•garding the annual conforenco of the Con· 
tral Council of Employers of Australia:-

" THE CrLMI~ATIXG PoiNT. 

" A:X:Xt.TAL COKFERE)iTE Ol<' THE CENTR.\L 
COUNCIL OF E::.\IPLOYER;:; OF A'CSTR \LB .. 

'· Fearing that the obscn·ance of Anzac 
Day must inevitably lapse into the recog· 

Jllr. Weir.] 
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nition of such holiday merely as another 
opportunity for pleasurc-sc<>king and 
recreation, and feeling that the occasion 
is ono for solen1n thought and reveren
tial demeanour, the members of this con
ference strongly urge upon the Federal 
and State Governments the dcelrab!hty 
and propriety of commemorating this 
"tcred day on the nearest Sunday to 25th 
April in ea cl;.. year.'' 

{Government laughter.) They want to co1n~ 
n1Cn1orato the day on the noarc~, Sunday ~o 
that it will not co,.t them anything. If their 
Arbitration Court ""arc! provided for pay
ment of time and a-half on S'undav, thev 
would want to have it on New Yeai·'s Da:v 
or on the Scotsman's day, so that the Soot;. 
men would have to pay. Yet we have an 
elenH•nt in the soldier ·.-that little tail en cl 
who shot down the " Standard " in the earl v 
davs of the 'truggle-to tell us that th;, 
Go.vermnent are re•ponsible for the unemploy
,ncnt. Are there no unc~:mplo;,ed ainong 
the soldiers in other countries \vhich are not 
administered bv a Labour Government? l 
recollect distinct! v seeinrr a ··a tire on " The 
-Cnh:nown Soldier"." A soldie-r was sitting in 
the park for the third night on end and ha.d 
not hnd u bite to eat. llis feet and hands 
were numb with the cold. Hie collar was 
Yn:ll up round his neck to keep out \vhat 
littlo cold could be kept out. Ev2rybcdy 
went be- and left him Oil the seat. He wus 
(• The Unkno,vn Soldier." No onf' wanted 
to know him because he was cold and hungry. 
There are hundreds of "unknown ·-Dldiers. '' 
'l'hey went to tho front with the cry. ''Your 
king and country need you." ).Jobody need< 
then1 now. The poor devils a.ro down and 
out, and are on the scraphcap. There is 
another cl€'ment in connection Vi?ith this 
1natter, and that is the use of the word 
"dole.'' It is like that blc~,scd. \Yard " :;.\Ie:-o
potamia." I lnve a vivid recollection d 
good men living on doles. \Ylr.-, the Ro:;al 
fa1nilY have been livjng on dolts for nulnv 
year~~ There are a nurnbcr of pcop]n ii1 
this comn1unitv who have never 't\·orkcd fur 
yc(-l s and who. are co~tiug far rnoro to keep. 

2\Ir. '11oRGA~: Is the hon. mcmbPr reft>r
ring to the Lieutenant-Governor? 

=.\1r. \VEIR : I had not thought of tho 
Licutcn<.tnt-Governor for the nlOlncnt. l 
ha"" bigger fish than that gentlcHHtn-v' e 
had ono in our dining-roou1 the other day. 
\Ye lw.ve the sarnc experience o·, t_',' the road. 
ThC'Y aro the cattle whc, arc• ro~.ting thi:-
cou!ltry a largo an1.ount of :.1oncy and ho 
:1rc not to be con1pared with the uncn'l
plo:ved. Tho,\ are the people ·yho arc th~~ 
hardc•·t to keep. \Vhen a sycnpathetie 
Govcrnrnent talk 8 bont keeping the other 
t ~1ap-thc fellow \Yho rnattcrs--th!' 1nan 1vho 
turns the wheels of induC'itrv-and hi IYOlnen

ifllk fro1n ~tarving. w~ he~r a ronr. I hnve 
no cntnplLtint~ to rnake again~t thi·. 11ini~·try, 
hut I :.,.a.:-- th0;· have not gone as far as 
t.he5· should have gone. l\fy ovn1 Yic·\v is 
tLat, ,,-hen we arc in the po~ition to do it, 
y·e hould go st.ill further. I thin\ we can 
do something definite in the \VU~·- uf unen1-
ployrncnt. 

I\Ir. FLETf'HETI : 

I will rcn1en1.ber 
ment that the 
gone further. 

That i-. worth kno1Yin!Z. 
the hon. 1ncn1bcr'::; ~tatr

G-oYernn1c-nt should lha vc 

1v1r. \VEIR: The hon. gont]c·n.tn canr.ot 
charge this Govcnunent 1vith being Ro llH'an 

[311·. Weir. 

and so ~pinPlt:ss as to run away fnnn a 
st~.t0n1cnt like tl1at. To-?ay \Ye pa:·~ the
h:1ndsornn su1n of 5s. to single unc1np1oyr-d 
rn•-n. \Y c arP not in a posit!ol~ to do any
tLing- bcti0r tban that Lccau~e ot the present 
stab_ of finance. 

J\lr. V'o\YLES: Giye thcrn work. 

:vh. ·wEIR: Yes. To g-ive 5o. a week to 
s-ingh~ nH'll is not a fair thing. I knuY. 
tlH· GoycrnnlPnt would do n1ore to-niOlTO" 
i~ thev had the finances; but at the prc:sc. l 
tin1c inoncy is nut aYailable. I want to 
ilF' GoY1'rnmcnt do 1nore for the unf~m-
plov0rl. In Great Britain th('Y are p:l)Tilg 

rnol~c per he:1d than \Ye ha YC don•"~ or ,,., ere 
rrarnc to do on account of our finances. If vrc 
foll~y•,T Great Britain's cxr-mvle, P shall 
jnstify our existence in dealing: ,,,·ith rnen 
out. of work. ..:\ n1an doe 110t ·.u:ffcr as 
severely a::; a VYOlnan. I b,- vc ad \'ocatcd tl:w 
sing1,c n1.cn'::. dairns, and I hope they wlll 
be i:mproYC:-d 1vhcn finanrc3 are bcHcr; but 
it is the children and the womedolk who 
st1ffer rnost. I 1vant to thn.nk the swk ?oi?-~ 
Secrei "ry fnr tho work he did in my dish·Ict 
jn kcPping "kiddies" fro1n hen:g cold and 
hungry. The position uf thing in Mar''~ 
borou~h during this winter was ~uch th::n 
nGbody could b0 proud of it. Pec<Jlc were 
liYing. in hmncs of canyas at Crcr;·do:u Junc
tion. Tbol'C' \\~,-·re men and won1cn-sorne 
of the!n good citizens, nnd .._.olne knovYn . L1 
th0 hon. n1embcr for Burnrtt-somP w1~h 
£o;1r or fiyc children, inc1uding gi:ds, rn 
their fan1ilics. Thc~v had to ac,-,_'pt Govern
rnPnt rationPJ and they were v. ithout clothe~ 
and h.td no bla>1k0b or comforts. 

~'Ir. -:=_"Ionc.'l..;q: That is a ycr_v t'ld si~t. 
of affair:3 to h:1ve existing under a Labonr 
Go..-crnn1ent. 

Mr. \YEIR: That state of affairs exist' 
untler every Goverrnnent) and no one kH<?'1

' s 
;~ better th11n tho hon. member. It cx1,b; 
in Victoria, the country h0 ran av·ay fron1. 
I appealed to the Home f'ocrchry, .. nd 1 
al·;,1reciate to the fulJec:t c"X:tcnt th~ r;;oo(! 
,,~0~·k he did in clothing thos8 " loddiPS '' 
dtn'ing the winter. He sent up P!ood und;r
clothing for the little ones, part1cuhrly wr 
tbr~ girl~ n,ncl the wor11enfolk. n.~Hl 1 dur1ng the ,\·iuter the parents l'\7 0rC lwpp~" oc~a~se" 
thcv rould p.:o to bed at ni';:"llt anrl ~-·~' tnrd.
th(~· '' ki,JdiC's " ·were not cold or hungry~ 
If that little bit. of humane treatonent ha· 
S'xelled tho expenditure. I ca-;t quite JU"bf,\ 
,vhat I n ><ked tho I--lomc S,;'rrctar:,- to do. 
I !Jope thnt. if there is any r:e· c.ssity h. do 
that elsPwherc, he will do the right thmg
li.ut and not trouble abuut the expenditure, 
fo~ it is better to inC'ur expenditure thall 
to ha Ye hung-rv "kiddics." I do ne~ 1:-tk('
!nv respor1--ibi"llties yery qulctl:v. In~ a 
co.untry like thi•· v;e should be ashamed te 
ha vo hnngrv children. 

1\ir. J.1oRGA-:~: Ye·. the GoycrnnJcllt ought 
h bD ·shnnwd of thcmsdve,. 

Mr. \YEIR: J\:o Govern m cut , -iil (•vcr 
take the hon. n1embcr scr1ous1~'r Cl!Dugh. to 
be ashamed of him. I do not fear dom[, 
big things in connection with ~he,e matters. 
I do not. think that anyhod,, will take ~n[\ht 
n.1~ ,,·hat the hon. 1ne~11ber for l?ort vur-Is 
might pay. I do not se~ . a.ny r(.;soi~ why 
we should not welco•ne cr;hcism. lf "e had 
not l.JCcn honest in our endeavour to keep 
pcopk f~·om being hnn&'r:,-. wo could h~~" 
st1flc:1 fliscusaon on th18 Inat.t~r. I agiLe 
with the leader of the Oppo,rtwn that the 
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·cople who coi11e from the other States nre 
_-:..ustralians) and we haxc to do our bc'jt 
for them. If they bring their wiYes and 
fa1nilic-;, it is part of our dnty to see that 
they Uo Lot suffer while they arc here. If 
\;·.~ ,;re g·oing to incnr greate1· c:-,;:pencl!turr in 
that '"ay, then for God's ~akc gi-rc us greab::-r 
L'_\ponditure to clothe the '· kiddics" and 
feu! tJ,c people. 

"dlr. ;>,'L\XWELL (TGnll'ony): I haye 
already spolu·n on this tnHtt~1·, but I dc·-iro 
f:l sf'otch a statement 1nadc by t}J!~ hon. 
nn'n1ber fOi' BrcnlCr. IIc rcfc1~rcd to the 
nprJoinln1ont of a ran:'taJ::0r for the ::.\Iount 
Coot-tha Hc~cryc during rny trrn1 as rnayor 
nf the citY. fie Raid t1H~rP were ;;.r;l 1liPr 
applicants ~for the position, anc1 a ,kea \Yhat 
th~~ P--:t,·or of Bri,:banc did. There \v.:s a 
f~uniiy 'vf two girL And a brothel'. They 
hnd lo't a brother at the ,,-ar. 1'he rornai:J
]ng Lrothor :~pp}iPd for tlw posttioa of 
c.Rr-c+,lkcr for the 31ount Coot-tha Rf·,~ryc 
nnd thr hYo girls aprllied for the right to 
do the cotPri g at the kiosk. The bmthcr 
·'as appointpc_l by th(· Bri ·banc Clty Counrll 
~o thr~ pm,.ition as c2-rctakr~r. I--Ie l1ad Yolnn
tPf'rcd for aef}yc i'CrYicc on thr0c Cf' c~OllS 
o nd \vrrs rcl0ctod bccans:o h0 was nnd(~l' 
eighteen :'c~n. o£ age. I think tlu.t is 
:;;uffirient cxplan:;.tion of thC' stah'lllf'nt 1nadc 
bT,7 th0 hoP. rncnlbPr for Brrmcr. This man 
\\:, s :he fOl< support of hi: h1-o sif..tcrs; 
the 1-rothcr had bu'n sarrifir,,·d at the Iro11t. 

I '"n gbd that this diseu'3io,l has taken 
th0 tur.l ·-jt ha.s Curing the da-y in conncetion 
with the unforttL~ate unemplo~vc 1 ··Digger." 
One would be led to bcliPY0 that th0 h' ut
ment m,cted out bv a section of the local 
rtuthoritiL'.3 to<,·arcl; thcs(~ unfortunato rncn 
-;,a, been bacl. \Yhcn the men as,ociatcd 
IY:ith the Bri~banc CitY C'ounc !1 in its 
\·arlou~ arti\Titic., went 'tn the fr~;nt. the 
n nJ( u: t nf tnont'y thcv l'C'f'CiYC'd fron1 the 
\u"traEan Jrnpcr~al F~rcc;; was inntfficicnt, 
and during the time i:hev "\Yore at the v~ ar 
rhp;:r wnrc paid the diffcJ:r'llC'"\ hehYCC'll thrl1· 
An~tral1r.n IInpc~ria1 Forf'c rnoncv and the 
m_oncv that thcv would have rc~r'iYed had 
they rrmained ill their nositlons hrrc. That 
i::. bring continued at t-h0 pr0sent tin1c. 

1\Ir. GLEDSOX: \Yas that mane;· paid out 
lf t.he porkets of men1b0r:-1 of the~ C mnril, 
o .. ~ v, as it rnoncy belonging· to the rate
payers? 

Mr. ~-1 \X\YELL: It is a funnv thinrr »hen 
:mu get this. Men are blamed in one quarter 
for nut doing certain things in regard to 
returned sol dins, and yet, wh0n they do those 

things. the hon. member for 
[8 p.m_J Ipswich asks whose money they 

were paying out. Of course, there 
ie only one fund from which that money could 
be paid. It was the ratepayers' monev thev 
·were di8bursing. I know· a great mitny o"f 
the men associatr-d with local government and 
•.·-ith other walks of Iif0 have given a great 
,deal more money out of their own pockets 
than hon. mPmhers opposite. I hope the 
'Cliscussion to-day will bear fruit and that the 
'Government will do thc>ir " bit" towards the 
unemployed " Diggers." 

?vir. HARTLP.Y: TheY have done their " bit." 
It is the Hughes (';oYernment ;;ou want to 
appeal to. 

Mr. 1\IAX"WELL: The Hughes Goyernmcnt 
have been appealed to by the committee I 
"have the honour to be chairman of, and we 
pointed out to Mr. Hughes the necessitv for 
doing f'omething big in thi::; eonuectlull. He 

granted £250,000 for preference to returned 
soldiers subject to £1 for £1 subsidy by the 
various State Governments. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: A good electioneering stunt. 

:Yir. :YIAXWELL: I am asked on the one 
hand to go to the Federal GoYcrnmGnt and 
ask then1 to do something, and ~hen. 1s hen I 
show to hon. member" on the other side what 
the _Fcd;_·rt.d Go,-ernnH'nt hlYt~ done, v P h 'Ye 

the loud-Yoiced gentk•man on the othe-r side 
sayi'lg it is a good electioneering stunt. I 
say God send an electioneering stunt like that 
fr01n this GovernnJ,.:nt. 

Hon. \Y. FORGAX S:mTH : The Government 
arc suboidi·,ing the amount to thn extent of 
£1 for £1. 

:Ylr. MAXWELL: It is no good the :'din
ister ~;,_a,y:ing they are subsidising it £1 for 
{;1. Thev do not know yet what the scheme 
;,, so hen~ can they sub·>idise it? Mr. Hughes 
has 1nade f'ertajn statements, and the Prorni "'r 
v·ants io knov: GOmBthing dt>finite about those 
statcn1cnts before arrangmncnts can be rnade. 
I llclieve thr Premier is going to subsi-di~P it 
£1 for £1, but it is no good the Secretary for 
Public \Vorks sa:'ing at the present time that 
the Govorrnncnt arc subsidising it £1 for £1. 
I hope they will do so. and thus help to take 
a nurnber of these 1nen off thP unernplo:,·ed 
list >.nd remove tho slur from the fair name 
of this State. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Jiount Jiorgun): I am 
plca,od to haYO the assuruncc of the hon. 
nwmbor for 'Ioov.ong that the whole of the 
requil·-ments of the soldiers will be met by 
the Prime Minister gi,-ing a miserable 
£250,000 to be sprc"d owr the whole of Aus. 
tralia «nd to deal with the 400,COO men who 
cnlistt ·::1 during tho war. That is a magni
ficent sum of money, and I am sure that it 
repr,csents the full amount that thcv can 
expect to get from the l'\ationalist Govern
rnent ·who are in charge of the destinies of 
Australia. I dc,irc to s~t.''·. lwfcre I ~it do\vn, 
that the I\ationa1ist Go1 ,-rrnnent arc, ill a 
measure, re"ponsible for the position we find 
in eyery State in Australia to-day, which, 
fortunately, is not so s0rious in Queensland 
as it is in the other States. In Queensland 
the position is onlv what we could reoc,onablv 
cxprct it to be owing to the dislocation of 
industrial life as a r':>sult of the great war. 

I would like to dra>'' the attention of the 
Committee to the changed tone of the debate 
on this occasion. On evc-rv fornH~l' Of'C .:tsion 
that I ha Ye listened to hon., men1bc-rs opposit: 
on this vote, the word " dole" has been used 
in a Yerv sneering n,nd insulting Inanner. 
\Yhen the Government sought to reliev,e the 
position and to anticipate what 1night rcason
abh be expected in the way of um•mploy· 
rnc~t by the introduction of an Unemployed 
Workers Bill which dealt with the problem 
in a :-~tatesmanlil\>' manner, hon. men1bers 
opposite when they were not afraid that they 
were or{ the verge of an election, did not 
!Psitate to term it a " Loafers' Paradise 
Bill." On every occasion that they have 
spoken of the _work of thi_s Governme_nt in 
relieving the drstrcss that rs not pecuhar to 
Queensland but is found in every portion of 
the civilised world to-day, they have spo!~on 
in the most insulting terms. I was speakmg 
to a friend of mine the other day who 
rccenth returned from China, and he told me 
that in" China it is the practice. if you rescue 
a man who is about to commit suicide. for 
i1im to hold you responsible for his upkeep 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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for life. I do not want to re.· ,,~uo hon. rnenl
bcrs opposite fron1 cc·:rnmitting political 
suic·ide at that price, but I would be ve1::v~ 
plc•a,cd if they would get up am! "peak thc;r 
rniu.ds fre,{y in this Je1Jatc~ as they ha:·e Jon<" 
in lH'CYious debate~. The hon. fllCllll~cr for 
DalbY hac, sttttrd that hG fincls fault Wlth the 
supe~vision of this departn1ent. During the 
twdve month", that the town I represent 'ms 
lJlun~'Cd into idlenr':.~s, I SUl1lJose I had n!ore 
to d~ with the Relief Department than any 
other member of this House, and I v. ant to 
-av that while the officer in charge exerc1sed 
hiS just' right in seeing that every cav; \Vas 
propcrlv inquired into, if it was found that 
a r;tso ":as one dt:"'f'rving of relief, he \vas most 
evmpathetic in dealing Yvith it. One of the 
cOntributino- factors to\\rards unemployn1cnt 
in Qucensl~nd was that from our industrial 
life-,, e removed 400,000 W{)rkers and sent them 
to the front: and not only that, but the 
Federal Govern m, nt, in order to find the 
fund, necessary to pay their share of 
the cost of the great war, paFsed cer
hin legislation known as the VI" ar Pre
cautions Act and they utilised that Act in a 
manner that'has l'esultecl in stifling the indus
trial growth of Australia. It will be remem
bered that during the period ~hey were 
floating their ''" a1· loans thE~y took advantage 
of the "War Precautions Act to prev-ent any 
industrial enterprises being started in the 
Commonwealth. The Federal Government 
~1 -o took adv-antage of the \V ar Precautions 
Act. to prevent any extf'nsions to cxisti_ng 
mgar-mills and to prevent new sugar-mills 
from being ·erected in Queensland. As a 
matter of fact, :i\1r. Hughes, in the very first 
Sugar Agrec"ment. included a clause prevent
the Queensland Goyernn1cnt from extenchng 
the sngar indu··,try in this State. Has anyone 
thought for a moment what that meant to the 
big electorate represented by the hon. monl
ber for I-Ierbert' Some of the finest sugar 
lands in Que?ns]and arc si tuatecl on the Tully 
River in that el0ctorate. The South John
stone Mill is taxed to its utmost capacity to
day: it cannot cope with any more cane than 
is at prf,,Jcnt being cultiYatcd, and it cannot 
take the cane from the land resen·:d for 
soldier settlement. 

:\fr. G. P. BARXES: ·what hrrve you done 
since that Act was repealed? 

Mr. ~TOPFORD: We have built a rail
·way s.ince then, and \Ye aro doiEg CYcrything 
pos,ible in the direction of duplicating the 
capacity of certain mills, and the Goyern
rrtent arc appointing a Royal Conunission to 
iuquire into the questicn of extending the 
industry in m·dcl" to cope with the new settle
ment that has taken place. After the repeal 
of the \Var Precautions Act this provieo was 
incorporated in the sugar agreement, and is 
opBrative, although the \Var Precautions Act 
went by the board. That is one o£ the factors 
which have contributed towards unemploy
ment in this State. \Vhcn the town I rcpre
cent was plunged into idleness. I endeavoured 
to get land for 100 men with small capital 
,,-ho were YYilling to go directly on th0 land, 
b'1t y\"lwn I went to the Lands Department 
tht>v had to confess that they could not place 
thc·'e n1en ln group settlements, I:Ion. ID{~l11-
bers opposite, or thos•; wh{) support. them 
outside the l-Iouse, \Vere responsi blc, directly 
or indirectlv for the delegation which went 
to England' to cndcavo~n· to prevent this 
Government from gettmg the nece<sary 

[Mr. Stopford. 

loan mone~- to give cffl'ct to their policy of 
1·ailway construction and public \vort::s 111 
Ql1ccn;lnnd. 

3Ir. BRAXD: \Yhat clid the Pn•miN oUY 

\YlH'll he failed to obtain n1oney in England~~ 

Mr. STOPFORD: Ho said that he YHH 
not going to sell tho democracy of Quccnslancl 
to obtain money in England. 
GoVERX~!EKT :I\1E~IBETIS : Hear, hear ' 

Mr. STOPFORD: That delegation wae 
representative of the interc,ts of hon. mem
bers opposite. The Premier came back to 
Queensland and appealed to the people. In 
spite of the fact that every paper in Qm)en""" 
land \Ylis loudly proclaiming that he coulcl 
not get a majority, he wets returned to pow{•r 
with a 'vork!ng majority, and was able to 
demonstrate that he could get loan money. 
and anv delay in giving effect to the policy 
of dcvefopment which he ontlinecl in his polic, · 
speech was due to the delegation YYhich hon. 
members opposite launched with a yicw to 
downing the Gm·ernmont. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Long before the delega
tion ;you were cautioned. 

l\11-. STOPFORD: There is an admiBSion. 
that long before the delegation left (~ue<'i"
land '~ were warned that, unle2ls we n·"ortcd 
to the old C{)ndition of things disclosed by 
the Secretarv for Public ·works, YYe \Y{)uld 
ba told the ciass of legislation that we would 
be permitted to place on the statute-book. 
Long before the delegation went to England 
pressure vras brought to bear upon us her~ 
bv the financial interc·ts, and, as a last resort. 
they sent a deleg·ation to London to carry 
out their work there. 

Another aspect of the question is the unfor
tunate condition existing in England to-dac· 
in reo-arc! to the mineral market. I blame 
the P~ime :\Iinistcr of Austmlia in another 
direction for much of the trouble existing, 
not in Queensland alone. but i_n the _whole 
of Australia. I blame the Pnm0 :Vhm--to1· 
for his bungling methods of handling \us
tralian products during th9 war. It is kr;o:wn 
to cYeryone who has cons1dercd the PO;SltJOn 
that Australian produl'ts were ~acrrficed. 
ll ustralia suffered the loss of m1lhons of 
pounds in connection with the di~posal of 
their wheat. wooL and metals. Take the 
position of Queenslan?'s rare D1(:t~ls. 'This 
has been Yentilatcd t1me after t1me b" the 
;\linistcr in charge of the present Eotimates. 
and I sinccrclv hope that before the debate 
closcc, he will expose once ag!'in the. bungling 
method-- of the pr0sent Pnme i\Im1st· r of 
Australia. who lost to the Commo_nwealth 
millions of pounds that would otherw1se have 
been utilised to-dav for the industrial deve
lopment of the cOuntry and in absorbing 
many of the returnPd nw1; who came from 
the war to find that thou JObs had been 
filled and had to walk the strPets. as hund_r:ds 
of th0m are doing to-day. 'fake the pos1tJon 
of tlw different mining centres 1n Queens
land as ,shown in the re<::ords of the depart
ment. If vou search the records of pa·t 
vcarfi, you '~'ill find that in a.~-ear of _avcra.gf' 
]wospcrity very little money IS sp< nt ~~ relwf 
in mining districts. Out of last y,•ar s yde 
Charters Towers got £3.~1)0; Cloncurry. 
£1,180; Gvmpic, £1.500; Ip~.wich, £4.724; 
Marmor, £1,859; Mount CuthbNt. _£1.295: 
Mount Morgan, £36,578; and Sap]1hucto·""!',, 
£1,598. The leader of the Oppos1tlon sa1c! 
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that he did not object to what he was pleac.ed 
to ra 11 " doles '' going to thos(~ '·ha \Ycro sirk. 
old, weak, or ~ffiicted; but vvhat he obj<•cted 
t? ·vvas that " doles" wct't.~ being paiJ to 
smglc men out of the £36.578 "·hich \Yao dis
tributed in ~Iount ~Ior(~an. During the 
t1; t~lve n1onths the n1inc \Va::; clo~r~d do1vn olllv 
elg·hty-t-·. o single n1cn obt 1incd l'eli-ef. an Cl 
they Wt're rne11 who had -,yidol\-cd rnrtlwrR 
depending Oll them before the \\Ork' were 
closN! clown. That is suf!icient to show that 
the Govcrnn1ent excrri "cd re \Sona blc care in 
sN~ing that the relief rations were giYen in 
deserving cascc. I want to point out that tho 
que"tion of relief is not 1wculiar to Quccns
lancl. 'l'::ko the position of NmHcastle. I read 
a Kewnstle paper the other day in which the 
n1a- ·_n· of the city, corn1ncndng upon the 
po3ition exi~ting there, said that he \vish2d to 
God the stool works had fl{_'YCr been built 
in :\'mYcastlc, bee ·mso to-clay thoro arc 20.000 
people in that citY ',,-ho arc in need of relief. 
I an1 not saying 'that they a:n' setting relief 
fr.an1 the Govenll11cnt, because thov have not 
got as syrnpathctic a Govcrnrncnt ~s we ha', c 
in Ouccnsland. They .ar0 getting r·elief from 
the n1avor ancl rllrtritablo organi.::,-Ltion" in 
]\-owcaAk. \Vhat is the rc--ult '! I ha Ye the 
ncorcls here, ancl I will quot• fro.11 them to 
show that ;,yen i his paltrc; sum is not at the 
dispcsal of everyone in Ne'.\'Castle who need~ 
it-

" A single man gets 4::.. 6J. per \Yeck, 
a married rr1an and his \vife 9s. 9d. ; with 
one child, 12s. 9d. per week; with two 
children, 14s. 9d. per \VPek; with three 
children, 16s. 9d. per week; an cl with 
four children, 17s. 9d. per week." 

If a man has eight children, the amount still 
remains at 17s. 9d. Hon. members opposite 
may well sa.v that that is son1othing in the 
form of a. dole. l3ut ha' not this State some 
responsibility towards the indmtrial soldiers 
who are thrown out of work through no fault 
of tlwir own'? Does aJJYone believe for a. 
mmnent that thP ffi(~l1 I r'eprcp.ent, \Yho have 
be<'n re· ponsible for an expenditure of 
£36.000 fro<n the .-ate ,.-hich we arc discuss
ing, arc plca::.cd to be in re~cipt of rations'! 
Does an}ono believe for a mmnent thal any 
of thc,c men woulcl not ha YO preferred to 
go to work if it had been avai!abh•? I ven~ 
tun: to P.av that no one ,-.,-ho kuows the rnen 
I renresmlt wonld level such an accusation 
a.gainst them. The leader of th' Opposition 
has stated that he does not objent to the 
expenditure of this money, but that he thinks 
the GovPrnment should ha vc some direct 
return for it and that the rnoncv should be 
utilised in finding on1plo:\'lnPnt f~r the rncn 
wlw are out of work. Th0 hon. lTICIHbor is 
not serious in that; othcrwisn. his ...,,~,ords Dn 

forn1er ocrasion;;; havo conveyed a n1eaning 
to me that he did not intPnd. \Yhen this 
GoYernment, and the Premier in particular, 
after ct·as.clcss efforts were in·,trun1cntal in 
bringing negotiation' with the Mount Morgan 
Company to a successful conclusion, and when 
th" Pren1icr, in tho interests of every man 
and woman in the Stat0. had made an agree
ment that \voulc! hring happineos to the 
l6.ono p0ople who were depending on the 
operations of that mine, what a howl of 
critici:,m went up fron1 every Tory news
paper in the State! 

\Vha.t a howl from hon. members opposite 
about this expenditure, just because we were 
expending in relief a certain sum of money 
to suppl} a body of men and women with the 

bare neccssaric', of life! I am o-lad 1ve wore 
l\ble to accomplish somethina that btouo-ht 
u. n1c;sure of relief, not only to the ~en 
c!Jreetly employed. at Mount ]\[organ, but 
tn 16.000 people throughout _,-\u.;tralin wile 
··ere directly an cl_ indirectly affected by the 
~_lo _ln'o :a£ that mtne. I rt'g-ard that as an 
11lnstrah_on of how money can be spent in 
n pr~cbcal ,~,ay, and yet hon. 1nombers 
oppo,Ite and the people who support them 
lW' that as 'omcthing to flog the Govern
ment \nth. Take the Chillagoe mine and 
smelters in North Queensland. W h»t the 
opening of the C'hillagoe mine means can 
only be rc~lised by those who ]iye in North 
Quernsland. I met an old resident of Korth 
Queens] and, and he said no ono eo Lild realise 
what tho opening of Chillagoe meant in the 
Korth. He _said that it meant prosperity 
to that portwn of the State a.nd he also 
stated that it ,.-as a terrible lo~s to the whole 
State during the period that the Chillagoe 
·-.-arks were closed down. He told me that 
for that action alone the Labour Gm·ernment 
should be. thanked for doing something which 
should wm for t~em the support of every 
man and woman m North Queensland. Yet 
we find hon. members opposite continua.!ly 
ha_r~s:q_ng the Government, and continually 
cnt!c1smg the Government bocauBo they 
antiCipah•d_ that the opc>ning of <'hillagoe 
might possibly result in a small lo<· on the 
year's tran:-,actiDns. The Govcrnn1ent were 
able to cany on operations at Chillagoe. 
and were able to absorb the unemployed 
population. EYcn if at the expiry of "the 
year the balance-sheet showed a little loss, 
"' were at least justified in the action we 
took in keeping the Chillagoe works open. 

Mr. FLETCHER: It might be a big loss. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. member for 
Port Curtis is one who would lead a deputa
tion to the Secretary for Railwavs and ask 
him to reduce the freight on st»l:ving stock, 
yet ho stands up in this House ancl uses his 
Yoice against any effort the Government 
might make to help starving humans. Ever 
smce the hon. member has been in this 
~Iou:5c hn has been nothin'g but a ::~pcak
lllg' tube for the trusts and co1nbincs to 
cxpn-:"s their thoughts in this Chamber. 
I cannot let the vote go through without 
tendering to the Government thP thanks. 
not on!:,· of the electors of Mount Morgan, 
but of many other electorates, who ha.ve told 
me m·er and over again that it was nothing 
but tho action of the Government, and their 
recognition of their responsibilities in such a 
humanitarian manner, that made it pos
sible for the people to rem a.in in Mount 
J\!Iorg-an until that groat industrv started 
again. V 

HoxOURABLE 1\fE}[llERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CORSER (Burn!lt): I cannot lei the 
vot~ go through without replying- to the 
Actmg Home Secretary. The hon. gentleman 
asked me to furnish the names of the two 
unfortunate people that I drove into Gayn
dah. I am prepared to give the Minister 
all the particul»rs to prove that my state
ment is correct, but I am not g-oing to g-ive 
him the names of the indiYiduals, and allow 
him to expose them to the public and to 
members of this House>. He has inferred 
tha,t my statement was an attack on the 
police. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT:RE : He did 
not infer that. 

JJJr. Corscr.] 
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l,Ir. CORSER: No snch thinK 'vas in~ 
tended by me. The police wore doing their 
duty. 

Mr. BRENNAN: How did you know they 
wore doing their duty if the:r arrested poor 
people on the. road? 

Th· SECRETARY FOR AGRTCC:LT17RE : The 
polirf} ·would not a.rrost them \'vithout son1e 
good rerrson. 

Mr. CORSER: I do not blame the police 
for doing their duty. An hon. member on 
the other side stated that an unfortu'late 
man had to walk from Toowoomba to Cion
curry, carrying ":Th:1at1lda," ar::.d he ~,aid 
that no member on this side would give 
as·,istance to people by the wayside. I 
n1ercly ga.ve oxpr0csio1'"~ to n1y views, to 
show thot a friend 0f mine gave food and 
shelter to these people, and asked me to 
take thorn into Gayndah in 1ny car, and I 
did so. That was to show that members on 
this ,-;idc ancl our supporters do have some 
considora lion for poor people on the road. 
But out of the good that we did evil came. 
b.·, a use thcce people "\Yero arrested at Gayn
dah. Am-bow. I will give the l\Iinister full 
proof of· what I say, but I will not give 
him the names of the two people. to expose 
them to the public. I am going to defend 
those tvco people, and I clo not want to 
divulge their namr,-;. 

Mr. BREXNAN: You did dcfer,d them. 
Tho SECRENRY FOR AGRTCliLTT:RE : The 

Minister does not want to divulge their 
na1nes. 

Mr. CORSER : I am quite prepared to 
prove that my statement wa.s corrcf't, and 
I will give the whole particulars to the 
~Minister. 

Mr. BRENl\~AN (Toowoomba): The l,on. 
member for Burnctt made a mistake in 
f:'"":nrL"'Bing any viev" s at all about those 
un~fortunate people whom he gave a lift 
i,1 his car. The Minister did not ask for 
their names at all. If the hon. member for 
Burnett is so sympathetic towarcls those two 
travellers~those nom:td;; who were on the 
road~why did he let the police arrest them 
without making further inquiries? 

Mr. C'ORSER: Ber:ause I had left Gayndah~ 

Mr. BRENNAN: Tloere is another tail to 
the story now. By the hon. gentleman's 
first 6tatcment he inferred that the police 
arrested these two people because they had 
no food. 

Mr. CoRSER: I made no such statement. 

Mr. BRENNAN: He inferred that the 
police thought these two people were 
vagrants, and arrested them, and he says 
he is not going to divulge their names. 

Mr. CORSER: I did not infer anything of 
the kind. 

Mr. BREXNAN: I am taking- your own 
words. You ha.-e a most peculiar way of 
making wild statements. 

l'Yir. CoRSER: You make wild statements 
quite readily. I make truthful statements. 

Mr. BRENNAK: The Opposition 
launched the debate on this vote last night. 
The hon. member for Nanango started the 
discussion, and they made a great flourish, 
but to-night vce find that members opposite 
have no argument at alL ~Why? Because 
w0 have stood up and exposed the hollow
:-.ess of their arguments. Because we are 
d-:ing that they are biting like cattle dogs. 

lMr. Oorser. 

The CHAIRl\fAN: Ord<'r 1 The hon. 
grntl0rnan -is not in order in referring to 
m0mbers of this House in that manner, and 
I ask him to withdraw t.h;t statement. 

1\Ir. BREN::\'AN: I withdraw the remark 
because it is anparliamentJ.ry. I point out, 
though. that the cecttle dog will not come at 
you face to face, but will get behind you and 
nip your heels. Hon members opposite 
started this debate, and they arc nipping 
now. They a.ro annoyed because 've have put 
up an argument on this vote to show that it 
is a syn1pathotic Govornrnent that is in 
power at the present time. 

Mr. DASH (J1unding7JUrra): I cannot let 
the vote go through without saying a fcv: 

ords, heuuse a good dc'al of the money 
Bpont on this vote is spent in the district 
l represent. I strongly object to members 
opposite referring to the ;,-m·kors in the 
manner they have done during this deb~tle. 
It is n1ost rernarkablc tha.t during this 
debate hon. members opposite have changed 
the tone of their criticism towards the Go
vernrnent \vith regard to unomployn1ent and 
relief. Last vcar when this Estimate was 
nnflC'r {liP-cn~·.s.~on sr:weral n1ombcrs of the 
Opposition referred to the men who were 
getting this relief as cadgers, loafers, and 
parasites, and also some innu('ndoos ;vorc 
thrown out in connection with this matter. 

Mr. J. JONES: That is not true. 
J:;lr. DASI--I: It is not a ycrv large an101H1t 

to pa to the uncrnp1oycrl ;-rorker3 of the 
State and their dc]JencleHts. when vou come 
to consider that a good deal of it io paid to 

people v ho haxc bec>n thrown ont 
[8~30 p.m.] of employment on account of tlw 

~casonal nature of son1c of thp 
industries of the State, because we know 
that if there wcrr not a c Ttain nu1nbcr of 
persons in the State to cany on those indus
tries, some of the farmers \\ ould have a very 
rough time. The Go.-ernment have placed 
a large number of 1vorkers on raihray con
~truction works, and th0v haYe loaned to 
the local authorities a hrg;, amount of monPy 
so that the:i will be able to carry on other 
1-vork., in their o\vn areas. Hon. members 
opposite talk a~ gTeat dc·al about the amount 
that is paid to the unemployed worker, but 
they say nothing about the concession that 
is given to the pa,tomlists in the form of 
8 reduction of rajl \\ay freights to enablo 
them to get their cattle to the mcatworks 
cheaply. or to the farmers so that thov may 
got th<'ir produce to market. They do not 
consider those• conc0ssions as doles at all; 
only the relief given to the worker is a 
dole. 

Hon. members opposi!P also compare 1915 
with 1922. but we know that tho conditions 
in those year~ were altogether different. 
became in 1915 there were between 3.000 
and 4,000 men in the mining industry at 
Cloncurry, and had that field kept going. 
there would have been no unemployed 
workers in Queensland to-day. Altogether 
in the mining industry in tho 1'\ort.h at that 
time about. 5.000 pcr'~ons were employed. 
besiJcs a largo numb0r "\Yho wPre dependent 
on the industrv. Prior to 1915, when the 
Tories "'ere in 'rower. the employers used to 
give work in the industries to local men: 
Lut immediately the Labour party got into 
power, evervthing possible was done to 
rnJure the Labour party by getting the 
Southerner to come up and do the work~ A 
large number of men also came from the 
South to work in the sugar industry; and. 
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as the hon. member for Herbert pointed out, 
a largo nun1ber of coloured aliens are still 
employed in. that industTY, although the 
work n1ight have been given to white 1ncn. 
Then, again, in 1915 the storekeeper vrould 
giYo credit to the workers in the scaso11al 
industries during the slack se 1son, and the 
1;orkcrs used to pay the accounts from the 
money they would earn during the season. 
Quite recently, too, a large number of unem
ployed workprs has been cmning to Queens
land frorn th<~ t)onth because of the big
slwaring dispute in ~ow South \\~a.lcs, \VhCl'O 

the ;vorkers arc striking against the Rward 
uf tlw Federal Arbitration Court giYing 
thcn1 35~. per hundred as against £2 per 
hundred in Qu( •'nsland. That £2 per 
hundred has been a Lig inducement to 
~bean rs. bcf'ause scYC'ral large sheds in ~C"\Y 
South \Ya1cs have been hung up. I ROO fron1 
a statume>nt published in the "Courier" 
that :1 Southern shearing contractor ha~ 
pcL~--:-cd through Brisbane Pll route to Charle
Yillo \Yith a nun1ber of shearers to do the 
:-llParing in that district. Contract-shearing 
has been the curse of the shearing industr·,· 
in Qui' .. nsland, as well as in vther parts of 
the Coinmol1\Ycalt.h, becaufle one toan1 vvill 
go fro,n C'barloc·illc to \Vi1,ton und another 
team from \Yinhn to Charlevillc, so that the 
"big gun., shearer:.:> £ron1 the Routh g_'t thl~ 
11 ork in~tead of the local n1cn. \Yho ha ye thnu 
to come ou the State for relic>£. 

Th( hon. ill"t:nber for -:\:Iurilla said 1,Yhat a 
great deal this £177.000 would do tm;ards 
sf'tt1ing people on th0 land! It \nlulcl not 
~cttl8 nwu~"- p0oplc on the land. and, in an:v 
case. a large number of >vorkers would still 
ho dPpcnclcnt c•n the State for relief. as well 
as a larg-o nurnber of JW1 ons ho \Yill never 
be able to work. If the' Go.-ernmcnt were 
abh' to find work for the unemplo.-ed. thcv 
would gladly do it, because it is far bette.r 
thun gi,-ing thern rations. 

Hon. members oppo,cite have also said that 
the Aruitration Court has been rcsponsiulo 
for l-hrcn:ring a ln.rge number of rnen in the 
rn1ning industry out of work. B~-.t no rnining 
cornpauy othc1· than the }1ount l\Iorgan 
Cornpany has ever approach0d thP ronrt for 
a revision of the a>Yard. and we know that 
the n1ining companies -at Cloncurrv could 
not carry on. eYen if \Yages were rcd\:tecd b:\ 
one-half. Lecausp the overh~ad charges and 
the cost nf material, coal. and coke arc 
almoet prohibitive. As the hon. member for 
Ipswich reminds me. thPv may be able to 
get cheaper coal from the Bowen coalfield; 
and i£ th~y do, some 1noYo ma:v be madP 
then by the companies, and I am satisfied 
that if they do open np "·e .hall ha.-c 
no more talk about unemployment in 
Queensland. 

I think it was tlw hon. member for 
Xanango who said that he knows of men 
who refused 14s. per clay. and would sooner 
go to the State for rf'liPf than accept it. I 
do not think there is anv truth in that statP
ment, because it has b'ecn contradicted bv 
the hon. member for Pitt•.worth. who sai~ 
that, the men .,-ho went to his district wanted 
work and not rations. And wh0n hon. mem
bers opposite are ehallcnr<ed thev are not 
able to giYc an,~ namco;;. Thev rn0rely make 
statements and· trv to belittle' men ,\·ha arc 
receiving relief. They do not go for relief 
becauS<· they like it. There is nothing mar<' 
humiliating than to see a large numb0l' of 
men lining up for rations, and thp Gm·ern
mrllt wonld rcli('VC their distrPss in any 
·othc·r way if they possibly could. 

1922-4 B 

A good deal has Leen said about men 
getting work from the Government Labour 
Bureau, und tho hon. n1cn1ber for Albert 
made a groat fuss the other night auout 
the method of Hlgaging labour for railwa·: 
construction. He al>o made the statemer:t 
that the Governn1cnt \verc in collusion y;ith 
the unions, ill order to rnakc the men pay 
£2 each bPfore they could get a job. There 
i6 r:.o truth \Yhatcvcr in that stntcn1ent. 1 an1 
clo3cly iu touch with the union 'vhich sup
vlies 1ncn for these construction works, and 
1t has preference of cmployn:1cnt in the 
awards of the )\.rbitration Court, and over;
facility is giYen to workers to get employ
lnc-nt. 

At 8.40 p.m., 

).Ir. DuKSTAN ((iympic), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved tho Chairman 
in the chair. 

;\lr. DASH : E.-ery man has to be a unionist 
b2foro he can \YOrk on those works, but, if 
he is not in a position to take, out his ticket, 
they arc prepare-d to allow hin1 to contribute 
so much out of his fi.r>t two or three pays 
towards the purcha·e of his ticket. He will 
then be able to got employment on tho5<e 
works. It is only right that ho should con
tribute to the union funds, bec~use the uniom 
haY(' been re'·ponsiblo for the "\vagcs and 
conditions on those worlc 

The hon. member for Albcrt said he "onld 
1 ike to know \V hat hapveued to the funds, 
and stated ·,·hat no balance-sheets had hc>en 
published. E1·ery year siucr' 1886 tho Aue
tralian vYorlwrs' l:nion have ,published a 
balance-sheet, audited bv c"rtiliod accoun
tants. aud the whole of Australia ~tnd other 
countries \V ere able to kno\Y -.;he position ol 
that union. 

I am quite satisfied that the Secrdan- for 
:.\iinec.. was quite right w1Jcn, in his o1~ct:orr 
campaign at Padding·.-;on, he 6aid that the 
Govcrmnent of Quecndancl jn two ruonths 
would be uble to aLsoru their own uncm
plo:5-cd. That wa~ carried out. Tho GovPrn
ment have absorlH~d -chc JJUmber that wn, 
uncrnploycd at that particular timf', hut a 
1:-uge nunrbf'r of rncn havt' con1c frmn tliP 
other States b0cau:::e the-'/ eould not gPt 
cmploymcn·c there. I am satisfied that this 
year there will he no nPec~sity for a largr 
amount of relief to be paid out to unemployed 
workers. \V c hope that the land de.-elop
nlcnt and water conservation scheme, the com
pktion of the l'\orth Coast Railway, and the 
conlnlencmncnt of other r&ih. rrys, will absorb 
a large nutnber of men. I a.m pleas0d that 
great ('fforts are going to L(' rnadc to pn~h 
Oh with the North Coast HailwaY. It has 
l1een too long overdue. IIacl a ra!h.-ay born 
pnt through there in the days of Tory 
Govcrn1ncnts, no doubt Wf' \Yould havC' hPcll 

jn a posi'Jion to-day to haYc gn,atC'r faciJibPs 
for mining in the -cloncurr,, district. \Ve 
know the large an1ount which iB charged jn 
shipping frcighti3 on coaL coke, and Dthcr 
materials from the Sonth. The numu<'r of 
timco the material has to hP handled from 
·,he time it is shipped to the time it lands 
st Cloncurry, 1ncans Ycry con5irlerable 
cxpensf·. 

It is to be hoped that the Government will 
he able to go right ahead with their policy. 
Dnring this session we shall be aule to 
test the Opposition with our Unemployed 
vVorkers' Insurance Bill. \Ve shall realise 
then whether they are in earnest in trying 

Mr. Dash.] 
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tD relieve the unemploy0<l of this State and 
assist the unemployed worker. vVc slmll 
judge them by their actions. It is to be 
hoped that the workers will closely £Dllow 
the references that arc made \vhcn that B,Jl 
is going through. I aut satisfied tl1st tht~ 
Bill \vill go a long \Yay towards rc1110Ying 
the discrecs among the un~mploycd. There 
will bo no Jnore cry of hon. lllCJnber::; o:1po~itc 
about doles being given to nnen1ployt cl 
\\orkors. The 1noncy that is bclng paid 
out to unemployed is given by way Df sub
sidy to sea,,_mal industries; because, if those 
rnen wore not in Queensland, the industries 
would not be able to carrv on when the time 
arriycd for tlwir commenCing work. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberu): It has been 
some\vhat lntcre~',ting to lish~11 to the ~p(~echcs 
that have been delivered from the othPr side 
to-day and yesterday on this vote. It sec1n~ 
to 1nc that hon. rnetnbcrs opposite have 
pretty ,,, ell exhausted CYery avenue of attc~ck 
on the Labour Governrncnt, and th~.:l relief 
vote is about ·l!ho last n1ovo on their part to 
gain son1P popularity arnong the worker~ of 
the State. As usual, the ho11. member for 
Port Curtis has on his face that cynical grin 
to which we ha ye become accus 'orned. I 
know hDw the hon. member fc>cls-that with 
three or four square meals a day everything in 
the garden is lovelv. To some hundreds Df 
thousands of men, \vomen, and children, not 
only in Queensland but aleo in the other States 
in Australia, and in the world generally, thmgs 
arc not RO llright. rfho bon. lllCil1ber retrlllldS 
n1c of an individual 'vho '.Yas in practically 
the same line of business as tha·c in which the 
hon. member has been intc>rco,tcd for some 
voars. During 1893, \Yhen \vork was pn~tt.v 
~lack in the Sou;ih. I sold about £10 worth 
of bo.oks for 10.~. to soruro a pas,.agc· to N cw 
7.ealcnd to get work there. I "humped 
:\latilda"-as we call it hero-along the 
road. I was absolutely driven to d<"i[Jera
ti.on bv hunger. I called on a rnan of tho 
h·po df the ·hon. member for Port Curti· 
1-Ic was the owner of a very iarge, prosperous
looking station. with a splendid flock . of 
sheep in his paddock and a loYt>h: two-storied 
brick hous~. I was quite prepared at the 
time to undertake anv kind of work tha·
ca.me along and !;o gi\~C' a good da~\ 's ."-ork 
fDr a fair day's pay_ Instead of gettmg a 
sympathetic rccevtion \v-l1en I told him the 
joosition I was in, and that I had a wi_fe ar:d 
two children whom I had left beh1nd m 
Victoria and had gone to J"<e;v Zealand to 
get a liv-ing for them, he greeted me with tho 
same ki1-d of cynical grin that the hon_ 
nceonber fQr Port Cm·tis ha' just now. That 
is quite !Ypical of most hon. munbers on th~ 
other s1de ,,-ho represent the boodlers 
interests. 

V" p to a few J ears ago, prior to the 
inauguration of the wage~ board sy,tem and 
Arbitration Com·te, whereby certain mim
murrl wages \vere laid do\~'n, it was the 
greatest delight of employerdom tD have 
twenty men available for every job that \Yas 
going. 

GovERN>IEN'r 1\iE:.~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
1\Ir_ BARBRR: Hon. members opposib 

still believe that the best condition ·.'hat < c n 
prevail in the econo1nic world is to haYC' 
twenty rrten at least sit·~~ng in the pruttPr 
waiting for every job that is gDing_ \Yhile 
\Ye have got to Carry on under the C'C'ono1nic 
conditions now obtaining. eYcn \vi",'h a La boul' 
Gnv0rnmePt in office this kind of busincs;:; 
will p1·evaiJ. 

[Mr. Dash. 

1\Ir. HoRGAN: The Government have hren 
in office eight years. 

11r. BARBER: That is quite true. I arn 
quite sc1tisfied that hon. members opposite will 
be as dead as Julius C~rsar before Labour will 
bJ relegated to that side of the I-Iouse again. 
If they 1nana;o to peregrinate to this ·side 
of the House, it will onlv be for a diYi,ion. 
It reminds me of an Ital;·an storv of wh0re a. 
schooner ran aground and the Crew got on 
the " blithcr," and when thov wore asked 
why they did so, they said "A 

0 

short life and 
a n1crry one." \\yhencvcr ho11. uH~m ber::) 
opposite gcr,l over hero for a division it is 
only a very tranbitory sta::, and tlu~y 1nake> 
the ll103t of it and indulge in bufioouen·. 
!-Ion. mcrr1bers opp.ositc~ have eha1·actcri~~d 
some of the unomplon'd as the grc·abs. 
loafers in creation. 

1\Ir. VVARilEN: That is not true. 

:Mr. BARBRH : The hon. member might 
not sa,y that, but he should be frank and 
call a spade a spade. \Ve know exactly wha~ 
they mf,1D, and the cro\vd oubidc kncnv \V hat 
they nH·an. It would be almost impossible 
for certain meu1bers opposite to cxpl'F3S thenl
selvcs in any other way. Last session thi> 
Hou:::c voted to cct~tain men \vh.o, no doubt, 
heed rendered valuable SNvieo, to this State 
pretty fat pensions. I have spent a fair term 
in this House, and I have not got one-tenth 
of what was voted for some of those g·cntle
mcn per annum. I nt~vcr heard hon. mem
bers opposite criticise the action of th.
Government when we pensioned off thP 
judgcs-on0 to receiYc £1.250, and two r.-, 
receiYe £1,000 each. \Yhat had they done 
more to de·rrve it than thousands of other 
people-the battler and the pioneer who, 
owing to tht> bad industrial ,,mditions, find 
that during the last two or three years in 
manv cases they arc in want of the neces
saries of life? 

0 

Mr. MORGAN: The Gm-ernment are to 
,blame. 

1\Ir. BARBER: If the hon_ member for 
Th1urilla had his way, they would haYo got 
their full salaries. 

::\Ir. ::\IORGAN: 1 wanted to redncc th" 
j udgcs by 5 pt'r cent_ last week. 

:\fr. BARBER : It is interesting to road 
Schedule B of the Estimates. There is >t 
list of men who had a pretty gcmd innings 
for many y!'ars while they wore in tht' 
serYices of the State. 

1\Ir. CoLLI:'-iS: Are they getting doles? 

Mr. BARBER: Certainly they arc doles. 
They arc drawing pay from the people of 
Queensland, and haye been drawing it for 
thirty years, and pretty nigh forty years. I 
notice the name of ono gentleman which will 
disappear this vear. He was dra\v-ing a 
pension of £800' a year bofore I ea me into 
this Chamber twenty-ono years and two 
months ago. I do not think h0 put in 
twenty years' service in the State. One man 
is drawing £1,250, ono £1,000. two £834. two 
£667, two or three £500, two or tlneo £450, 
and so on. VV c have not heard a sDlitan· 
word from hon. members opposite or thci;, 
followers in regard to the fat doles these 
men arc receiving. You might as well call 
it a dolo a< the amount given to men for 
rations. It is pretty mi,crable Df hon. mem
bers opposite to refer to the fact that in 
some centres in Queensland a larger amount 
is expended in the way of relief than n 
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other centres. I suppose that, outside of Bris
banP, there ha- been 1norc Inoney expended 
in Bundaberg during the ]a-:t thrt~P :,'(~ars 
for rations and. outdoor relief than in any 
nthcr nart of the State. Satisfactory reasons. 
in rny ... opinion, can be given as to~ wh.Y this 
should be done. Bundaberg is in one of the 
largc-,t sugar centres in Queensland. Tho 
sugar industry has had a, pretty rough 
" spin" during t.ho la,,t two or three year . .:.:, 
which means that a largo number of me11 
haYe been thro,,~n ont of ernplo:~nnent. ~-1t 
tlL· smne tin1c we have had hundreds of men 
gm Yitato to Bunda be rg from all parts of tlw 
Commonwealth and from New Zealand and 
Tasmania. That statement has been chal
lenged by hon. members opposite. It ha' 
been dt finitPly decided, in connection \Vith 
C'niploynient on the Bur nett \ 7 alley scheme, 
that only bona fide rcoidcnts in (~ucenslancl. 
who haYc their rH:tnles on :30lnO electoral roll 
"·ill be engaged. I inquired from the Direc
tor of Labour if it '\Ols possible to giYt 1110 

the approxin1ate nun1ber of men ,,·ho had 
come from other Statco and ha{] regi" tered 
at the Labour Bureau in Queensland. He 
gave 1ne figures indicating the- lltllnbcr of 
men who had made application for work and 
had registered at the Laboue Bureau after 
stating that they had been re, ,idents for lPss 
than one month in the Stall'. The figun ; 
are-

Itmvich 42 
Too\\·oomba 15 
Wanvick 57 
Bundaberg 38 
Maryborough 15 
Rodduunpton 103 
Brisbane 214 

That gi vcs a tot a! of 484 men. If tlw figures 
wero taken for a period of three months, 
that number could be multiplied three m· 
four times over. If the figure' could be 
obtained for the rc.ct of the Labour Bure,~us 
in the State that number could be casilv 
doubled. ·· 

At 9 p.m., 
'I' he CHAIR~IAN resumed the chair 

:\fr. B_\RBER : I want to say that, in 
common with the hon. member for Mary
borough, one of the grieYanccs. I have in 
connection with the Relief Department in 
Bundaberg at present is that the amount 
being granted at the present time, parti
cularly to the single rnan, is quite 
imuflicient. While I know that the Gm·cro
ment, with the money at their disposal. are 
doing the best they can, I hope they will 
rcconsidc1· the que-,tion of granting n1ore 
than a ration allowance of Ss. a week. 

I wa' much amused this afternoon at mv 
friend the hon. member for Toowong and 
other hon. members on that side. 1 ha v~ no 
objection to those hon. nh'tnbers who did a 
fair amount of work during th~ war period in 
connection with organising, recruiting, an.J 
other work that may be designated patriotic 
work, but I strongly object to those hon. 
members exploiting this business and trying 
to obtain " kudos." Hon. members on this 
side who did their little " bit" in that m11tter 
and encouraged our kith and kin to go to 
the• front have nev<'r attempted to exploit 
this kind of thing. My reg-ret at the time of 
the war was that I had not twenty-ono boys 
whom I could send to the front; but, at 
the same time, I never attempted to exploit 
the returned soldier business when the boys 
came back. That is the attitude adopted by 
a considerable number of hon. members oppo-

site; hut, \.Yhen you compare their record 
\vith that of hon. members on this side, I 
think it can tl'uthfuilv be vtid that members 
on this side of the llouse seut as manv of 
their boys to the frout as did hon. members 
on the other side: and, although we may have 
be·en pretty frank in r'ur attacks on certain 
n--:attr-ra in connection wjth the war, we 
djd not fnil to encourage our sons to 
go to the front. To me it was a most 
t~ rribJc bu inC'P·S altogether, and it is about 
tlme hon. lT!CtnbeYs on the other f'idf· cut 
ont an:y further att0mpt to Pxploit. wJ1at 
they may have done during the war period_ 
Honour is duo to members on this side of the 
House just as much as to members on that 
si,de, but \Ye do not " blatherskite" about it; 
we do not get into the limelight on these 
mattNs. \Vc did our duty, and when we did 
our duty it ondrd there. ·we havr· never 
attempted to exploit the business for politica1 

or any other purpose. It is about time that 
kind of businr~s was cut out. Hon. gentlemen 
opposite exploited the war business a' long 
as they could, but the crowd outside hav 
taken a tumble to it and now the:t attempt 
tn exploit this relief vote to cr:dNlvour to 
rnakc the cro"\Yd out:-:ide believe thcv are 
their friends. ~ 

There arc two or thre".' other thin o-s to hich 
I would like to refer, but I think the Yote 
has had a pretty good · • spin.'' 

0PPOSI1'IOX ME~fBERS: Hear; ho:>r! 

}h. BARBER: That ·' Hear, hear" tempts 
me to proc<'ed. Queenoland, and the British 
Empire generally, during the past three or 
four vcars ha\'e voted not morelv thousands 
of po~mds but millions of pounds to certain 
indiYiduals. \V c had a Yisit from the Prince 
of \Vale' two :V'?ar' ago. Queensland did 
handsomely during the Prince's visit here. 
\Vas there a solitarv word from hon. members 
opposite when we had to foot the bill? Not 
a bit of it ! \Vhen any distinguished visitors 
con1e to Queensland we ahYays treat them 
handsornc·]y, If the people of Queensland 
feel that they are justified in spending the 
taxpayers' money to entertain distinguished 
Yisitors \vho corr1e to this great State of ours~ 
I claim that, when the toiler is down and out 
and unable to work and his ,.·ife and children 
ar in a condition of sen1i-star,ration, he has 
a perfect right to 'roooiYe assistance from the 
State. I claim, as one of the working class, 
that I haye a just right to fall back on the 
Sta'." when I am out of work. Alfred 
Rus.,cll \Vallace, in that splendid book of 
his entitled "The RcYolt of Democracy," 
pointed out that no country in the world can 
ailow the working· class population to starve, 
and he iilustra·.:ed his argument by etat.istic,o; 
and bv his forcible manner of exnression, and 
showe.d that it was the moral 'dutT o: t,he 
State to sec that no man, woman,· m· child 
should go without bread and tht' necessaries 
of life. That is the at:'itude that the Labour 
n1ovement has always taken up; that is the 
attitude that I have adYocatccl for over 
thirty years, and, if members of tl1i' 
partv ever forget that it is their duty. no 
matt'or what the capitalistic class may say
no matter how strong their criticisms may 
be-to see that the workers get a square deal, 
then it will be time that the Labour movement 
is wound up. I am not afraid, as a Labour 
man. that the Labour movement will oyer get 
to that s',age. There arc to-day tens of thou
sand~. of vounO' men and women in Queens
land and Aust;'alia-a country which they love 
-with far more advanced ideas than the ideas 

Mr. Barber.] 
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of any lllClnbt?r sitting on this side to-night, 
and tho'e young people arc goinp; to sec that 
in future the toilers of Australia get a fairer 
•· go" than they have got in the past. I 
know that these sentiments do not sound very 
pleasant to hon. members opposite. They 
~an call it Bolshcvisru, i\ihili~nl, or any other 
kind of " ism" they like; but I know it " puts 
tho wind up " hon. mcmbc·rs opposite. I 
read a very interesting story the other day of 
a r ·cently appointed judp;e in the oid tmmtry. 
He was a bit nen·otB and panicky; he was 
-one of the Tory cla·'3, like nty fril'nd~ the hon. 
1~1e1nber for Pitts\Yorth and the hon. rrll'I1l1)l'l' 

for. Fort Curt.is. who bo1v- and sn·unc to the 
nobilih·, and talk of 1:1e :oiler as ·· :'.Iv 'dan·· 
itnd of land as " ::VIy Propert:;·," and who 
Yalue partridges and hare~ n1orc than 
humanitv. In com1ncnting on a trial --.Yhich 
took plaCe the other 've0k in London, a ncws
:pupt l' cmnmcntcd in this \V ay-

"The cables sav that Sir Thomas 
IIorridge, of the · Endish bench, has 
ord "red knitting in court to stop. lVIen
tally. Horridgc is a tvpical mid.Victorian 
Tory. In physique he is a typical John 
Duli-florid, portly, but without the side. 
levers. As he looked from the lwnch at 
the scene below, memories of the knitting 
jurywom<'n of the Revolution would have 
flickered acrose his orderlv mind-mem. 
ories of those implacable. ' Tricoteuscs' 
who thronged all public assemblies in 
Paris, and only ceas0d plying their needles 
to shriek for the guillotining- of an 
ariHocrat. 

"In a very mild way, si1nilar things 
have bN'n happening in London. 'At 
itnportant trials, won1en knit almc::.t 
continuously, and even whPn the dcat.h 
.sentence is being pas,ed.' Englnnd rs 
pretty jumpy the,,e da:;s, and the old 
f-!Cntl 1nan on tbP bench has probably 
been 'tartled too. To sneak in terms of 
the lol!p;·vanished JWri.~d in which he 
th~nks, he has.' d~t;,rmn1ed to put do\vn 
tlus sort of tlung. 

Tbr your1rrpr O'cncration of ~\u·;trnlians are 
intelligent" cno'~1gh to proftt by the hislor.1· 
i)l the industrial and economic dcYcloptncnts 
~n \n"tndirr. TlH'Y kno\v the conditions that 
their parents ha.Ye had to suffer, and. 
when they attain their l:Ifljorit)', th0:v vnll 
;~otc for the tnost rndiral part:-r·. and the 
Labour Guvcrnmcnt will be returnf'd at 
1he next election a~d be placed once more 
ia charge of th0 Treasury benches. 

::\1r. \Y. COOPER (Ros' 1Cood): I rise to 
·CC·n2'ratulah~ the Honu~ Secretary UlJOn his 
action in regard to the vote for outdoor 
rdief. lt has been somewhat of a surprise 
to me to hear some of the statements which 
have come from hon. member' opposite. 
I have no de,,ire to read or quote any 
stntcments nutde bv mr-n who oc{'upv posi~ 
tions amorgst the capitalist ci>tss of Queen>· 
land. Dr even s.taten1cnt~ which appP.ar in 
the Press of Queensland or New South \Vales. 
hecausP after alL \VC can discount a great 
many of the statements made in the Press 
or b~, a nnmb0r of public 111011. I arn going 
\c, make statements of facts that have come 
vvithin n1y ov;n experience as a workman 
in Queensland for the lflst thirt_v·-fivc years. 
Hon. members opposite have stated that the 
Government have been doing :::omething 
which is detrimental to the workmen by 
granting rPlief to unfortunate mPn v:ho have 
not b<:'cn able to secure ~mployment. 

Mr. l\fonGAX: Owing to the Government. 

[11!1·. Barbc1·. 

::\Ir. W. COOPER : I am pkascd the hon. 
HJClnber ha~ rnacL that interjection, b0-cause 
l remt.~mh:_•r Governnrents in Qucp11::-land iu 
tlw past. which were not Labour Govern
lLCnt~, which supvlicd pea-soup to tho unfor
tunaTe n1e11 who were out of cmpu: rnent. 
who were told that. if th<'Y did not like to 
tako pea~soup and 4-s. 6d. ~a day they could 
g., ont into a paddock and eat grass. Those 

Cl'C StiltCHll'lltS lJ~· men who hold the SUlllC 

political YiC'\,-s a~~ hon. n1em bPrs opposite. 
1 t·c·rnernb£'r wlwu tho hon. n1cn1bcr alJd 
tho.;;e holding the• scuno political Yicv s tha.t 
h ... ~ doc3 pennittcd the ba :- ks of (}uer:nsland 
td close in 1893, arcd pracl ieally dcprivecl 
r1cu all OYer tht~ St.'l.tc n.nd in other parts 
o£ ~\tv,tralia of nroncy \d1i-eh :rightfully 
belonged to th('m~ and 1vho. whPn they rnade 
a11 HIJlllication for the !UOlH'Y they had 
pla.cc·d ln those jn:-,titutions, \VC'rc chn.rgcd 
a~ lHueh n.-; 6 n0r ('f'llt. for their <nvn nlOilCY. 
ThcsP are thC rncn who eln1n1 to-dny to 
lh: the friends of the peoplr-- and particu
htr1v of th0 (WDrk0rs~bccaus0, labouring 
uLdC!· a dc•]usion, the;.~ th1nk then' will be 
au clPction vcrv ~hortiv. I llH!V sa,,· that 1 
work0d for thi! Dcnh;m (;ove;'DITil'llt, aJ!d 
I rc~mctnhPr th0 tjmf' when thut GoYt'l'llnlcr:t 
,.,-f'l'C' f'OllllH'llc<l t0 ~cud unc1nployr•d 1ncn 
to the• raihYav constructi0n work that I IYas 
C'I1gager1 on. 'At that time thP)' \YCre pflyit!g 
tlH•n1 thP large Slllll of 8:'. a d:1v for doiilg 
n:IY\"Y \Vork on the lin0. I also rc~n1cmbcr 
tlw t'ime "hen these genth'llll'J thought that 
2 sufflcient rf'l1lUlH~ration for a n1an's labour 
was 4s. 6d. a clay. When the Nerang rail· 
v:ay \ras being built thc:v \vcre sending nH-'n 
<kwn there aud telling them " If you like 
to >York there for from 4s. 6d. to 6s. a day. 
YOU ran haY(' >York. If vou do not like to 
~{o that, ,\~ou ea:-1 go onf into the l)al'k or 
anY\\'l](~re r:l~e and ;;;tar,~c." I be1ieYP tbat 
C'\ Cr.',' nHln i:" enht1od to a liYing. If tht> 
eouutr~T wl1ieh he belong~ to is not flndinv, 
hin1 work, he• has a pcrfPct right to nH-t}<" 
apnlicatin11 for :"UHi-cicnt food to keep hnn 
rut~l hi" dependants. I wa!Jt to point out 
L) tl-w hon. rn('nJber for CarnarYon that it 
i rcry c;-idc,nt that he nC'YCr did a day's 
work in his life. He does not knmr what 
j: i ~ 

ivlr. CosTELLO: I will take anv n1an on on 
that ,idc of the House at a ·week's work 
i :1 a rail way cutti11g. {Laughter.) 

Mr. \Y. COOPER: The hon. member 
rf'Jnintl'3 1!1C of a rnan I v. ork<'d for at one 
titne. '''ho said, '" Cmne on: I an1 goin~~ to 
shovY vou ho"' to 1vork." and lH~ c::t n1e along
side ~e. He was a blacksn1ith like 1nvself. 
He got his »ihPclwrighb to make 'lonp; 
handles and said, " I am g-oing to weld 
axles with '. ou to·dav.'' That wa' the 0ml 
of it. Aftc;. two hou"rs he said,'· I am ,·cry 
sorr.1-. but I have to do sonwthing down 
to"·n." Ace! he got a>vav. and that was 
the last I saw of him. (Laughter.) I nm 
quito satisfied that, if the hon. member for 
Carnarvon \YC'nt into a cutting with a navvy 
--and I will find a navyy not a~ :voun!:; a 
man as the hon. gentleman is-if the hon. 
gentleman does not have his back broken 
bC'forfl eight hours arc ovf'l', I nm ~atisfierl 
that I am no judge of workmen. (Opposi. 
tion laughter and interruption.) 

The CHAIR:\1AJ\': I hone the hon. mem
bn will confine his remarks to the vote 
for outdoor relief. {LaughtPr.) 

Mr. '"· COOPER : I am connecting my 
remarks with outdoor relief. I am satisfied 
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that, if the hon. member for Carnarvon 
went to work as a navvy, it would not be 
long before ho would have to go out and 
receive outdoor relief. 

l\Ir. COSTELLO (C,mwJTon): :Hr. 
Kinvan, I object to the lwn. member say
ing that I \\Ould have to go out und get 
relief. (Laughter.) :'\ow that l have got 
the floor I throw my challenge on the table 
to work with the hon. grntlcrnan o.r anyone 
dse uL the other sidP. 

The Cl:L\.lRiVIAX : Orclor ! 
GoVER:\:llE:\T MEMBERS (to ;i1r. Costcl!o): 

Sit down l 

The CHAIRl\IA::'-i : Onler ! I would point 
out to the hon. member for Carnanon that 
he \Vill have an opportunity of spe<tking 
when the hon. member for Rosewuocl hao 
finished. (Henewed laughter.) 

i'vlr. W. COOPER: I am surprisc>d at the 
hon. n1crnber for Carn~u·yon rising t-o a 
point of order. I arn satislicd. that that is 
the only thing he will ever ri·e to. I want 
to point out to hen. rncm bers oppo3i to the 
necessity for the Govcrnnwnt of (,.Juccnsland, 
at ail ovonts, providing relief for !hose unfor
tunate men who are unable to tind work. l 
heard the hon. member for Pittsworth to-dav 
rnaking so1nc wild statcrnents in conncetioll 
\,·ith harvesting on the Downs. He wanted 
to ('Oil Ye 1 to -this f'itle of the House and 
to the people of Quunsland generally that 
it was not pos,iblo for the f,umers on the 
Dovnls to get rncn unless they paid thcrn £1 
per day. The hon. gentleman did not say 
\Yhat part of tho Do\dlS: and he Uid not ::;ay 
how ntan\ workmen ho intcrvic;\·C'cl. Per
haps the1~c \vcre C"\yo or three old "cl{ .1d
beats" ·xho went aloug there to some friends 
of the hon. member, and perhap-1 they did 
not really want work. This Hou'e is so 
accustomed to the piffie of tho hon. member 
that no notice is taken of him. If the 
hon. rncmber had applied to n1Y electorate 
for rnen to harvest the wheat, he could have 
got men for less than £1 per day. 

I\1r. CosTELLO: You 1nean :vir. Bebbington's 
0lectora tA ; not your elec:tora.tc. 

Mr. W. COOPER: If Mr. Bebbington is 
no better than the hon. member, he will 
nut be able to win my electorate. (Laughter.) 
I can assure the hon. member for J:'it!sworth 
that men from lllY electorate went on to the 
lJmrns and obtai"ned employment, and you 
can get othGro and they do not want £1 
per day. The n1en v/ho ~.vent from n1y dis
trict ere pleased to receive 14s. per day. 
vVhc n t!wv came back thcv said i.hev were 
quite satisfied with the" trcatml'nt they 
receiYed fron1 the farrncrs 011 the Down~~. 
IHur, hou !) It is quite right for the 
Government to provide outdoor relief for the 
men "·ho cannot obtain work. \Vould it be 
a right thing from a lmmarw point of 
view to refuse to give rations to the-se rnen 
and their v;ivc•· and children? The Go,·ern
tuent are acting (_luitc v;ithin their rights in 
carrying out a humanitarian po~icy to relieve 
distre~s in oYer ... ,· direction. Ilon. mmnbcr~ 
opposite object to what they call the givmg 
of clclcs. and say that we should provide 
son1e mean's by \Y hi eh ihe-;c rncn can earn 
what we give them. There was £177,000 
spent in outdoor relief last ::ear, and hon. 
members opposite say that that should be 
spent in reproductive work. Take an:v swag
man in Queensland starting to find work, how 
i j he goiwr to get it? A carpenter may receive 
some ~,ark from a friend at Cunnamulia or 

Dalby, and he finds himself in the position 
that he has no money. \Yho.t can he do? 

Mr. MORGAJS: He ~Yill get a free railway 
pass, and you kno\v it. 

Mr. W. COOPER: He may get a free 
railwav v(l, ·S. Previous Govenuncnts ·whom 
tho hc;n. member for 1\Iurilla supported so 
long would never be so hun1ane as to give 
hi1n a free rail way pass. This carrwnt~r 
v oulJ start off with his swag and reach hn 
de"'tlnatio11, where he \Yould be aUle to secure 
C1lll1lo:ancnt. On the r·oad he wo~tld have 

"to go i11to the Yarious police ~-ation:::; and 
receive rations. 

l\:Ir. :!\loRGAX: That is wron.s; he v;·ould 
gt_·t a free raihvay pass. 

:\lr. vY. COOP EH: The hon. member is 
ahvays so wrong in h;s ~taternents that no 
oue takp~;; any notice of him. Thfl hon. 
member suggests that ihe £177,000 should be 
conceHtratcd on onG job. Ho .. w rnany .1ncn 
wou.ld that give \York to, and in what tune? 
~\_s a rnatter of fact, the unen1plo:vcd \ve 
haYe in Queensland would absoru £177,000 
in lf'"')S than a. fortnight. You \Yould pa,ye a 
concf'ntra tion ca1np for a vast number of 
1vorkrnon and there would be nothing for 
thc·,u tu' do, and that \Yould cc,t about 
£1.000,000, and you would haYe the unem
ployed just the same. Tho responsibility 
of providing prof-itable ernployrnent rests 
vvith the GoverninL•nt. I)o hon. rnembers. 
opposite think that ro n~sponsibilit.y rE''t' 
upon the empioc'ers omside the Yarious State 
departments? Do the0• think that they are 
different kinds of bcin!'s to the GoYernrnent' 
Are they not responsible for many of the 
nu~n who are tbro\Yil out of e111ployment 
to-day? 

Mr. FERRTCK·, : Thcv conspire to bring 
about unemployment. " 

:VIr. \Y. COOPER: Ha Ye they no' con
SIJired tu bring about LUlCnJplo~.·rnont, partJ
cLdflrl,Y since the IYi'Csent Governn1ent have 
been in offi{ c? Of course, thcv ha Ye ! I 
rcn1cmbcr when the IV d~ broke Out in 1914-
thc Dcnharn Goyernn1cnt \Yerc in po1ver. I 
-,\·as ,vorking on railway construction y,·ork, 
when m·<leYs came along to close clown. the 
work. Things looked black at t''"t time, 
and the railway \York wos clo~ed do'.·.·n. 
Vlhat yvonld these gentlemen have done If 
they vycro in our 11osjtiun? Fortunately, 
they were not in power during the last 
::-even vcars. If the D0nha.rn (j oYcrnmcnt 
had bc:en in po\Ycr during the la'Jt seven 
vcar5. in~tcad of thPre Doing 3 .. 500 uncin
j,Jo" ed there would be· nearer 20.0C0, and 
there ·would be starvation in ever~.~ dJrochon. 
I am quite satisftod about that, judging by 
what I have seen of them in the past in 
Queensland and ~e'v South \Val0~. 

I know that since 1 have been able to 
llllderstr,nd the industrial conditions of 
Queensland, as v ell as those of other S_tates 
of the Commonwealth, I have apprcciat_ed 

Yvhat hon. members opposite 
[9.30 p.m.] would do. I was myself the 

victim of their spleen in the 
country to which I belong, and _fl:om ":'hich 
I was driven because of my pohtreal views. 
I am quite certain that the luckiest thing 
that ever happened to Queensland was the 
turning out of these gentlemen in 19_15, and 
I sincerely hope that Providence will help 
this party never to allow them to return. 
(OppoBition interjections.} I have been 
accustomed to blowing bellows in my time, 
an cl I never ,-a w bollovv::) wo:r:-:c th. __ n the hon. 
uH_)mbcr for C:arnarvon, \.Yho is interjecting~ 

111r. W. Cooper.] 
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Hon. members opposite ha YO eo" cc! as the 
friends of the people. but 1 am quite 
certain that, if they ever had their way, 
instead of unfortunate persons being able 
to get relief rations to save their wives and 
children from stan-ation thov "·l'ou!d be 
begging in the streets, as they have been 
doing in England and other countries. 

Mr. WARREN (.1lurrumba): I remember 
a little incident that happened on one of our 
railways a little while ago, of which this 
debate puts rno very n1uch in mind. Son1e 
trucks of machinery had got lost, and, when· 
tho:v \Yel'f~ found, they had the v;ord~ 
"Ted's Circus" written on them. If the 
persons who did that on the outside of those 
:trucks cvul? so~ ~~is ,Cha;~ber t?-n~g~t, th~y 
would 1\Tlt(' . lccl S \~~IrCL!S' ll16IdO It. 

(Laughter.) 
Mr. CO:'\I"ROY (Jiarunoa): I am very sorry 

that there is any necessity for this vote, but 
at the came time I rc•alise that there is 
j ustific:ttion for it, and I am very pleas••d 
to sec that the an1ount is being so reduced. 
Last year when the Yote 11as going through 
there was a great deal of opposition to it. 
1To-day there has been sirnilar opposition, 
and some references ha ye been made by the 
hon. member for J1,1urilla and the hon. mem
ber for East Toowoomba to prosecutions of 
persons who have been unjustifiably taking 
advantage of it. I think eyery member on 
this side of the Committee wi'll agree that 
anybody who imposes on the authorities and 
got, relief to which he is not entitled should 
be punished. 

I would just like to rcfei' to so:ne remarks 
m:;de b:y the hon. :member for Aubigny on 
th1s subject. Speakmg at Oakey, as reported 
Ill the '' Darling Downs Gazette " of 15th 
June, 1922, the hon. memb~r said-

" Government relief, which on last 
month's figures has now reached £350,000 
per a.nnum--" 

(Opposition dissent.) If the statement is 
not correct, I leave the hon. member to 
correct it. If I make a statement in this 
HousE; I am prepared to stand by it; but 
that 1s not my statement, it is the state· 
ment of the " Darling Downs Gazette." 

OPPOSITION J\fE)'[BERS : It is not correct. 
Mr. COI\'ROY: I got up principally to 

pomt ont what Torv Governments have done 
in other States for the returned soldiers 
who han, been introdnced into this debate: 
I would like to read here an extract from the 
Sy·dney " Bulletin " of the 15th June last-

" The Fuller Government, which came 
into office largely on the loyalty ticket, 
has " way that is all its own of deliver
ing. the patriotic goods. 'I'he first oppor· 
t.umty whJCh the party got of showing 
1t~ superwnty to the Doolevites on the 
preference to soldiers issue "was in con
nection with the formation of the 
Ministry. A w,hole herd of highly-
qualified business and commercial 
M's.L.A. with bright records as fighting 
wld10rs offered-Rosenthal J aques 
Hugh Ma.in, Bruxner, &c. 'They wer~ 
passed over in favour of a gang of party 
hacks, who. with one exception (and he 
vv:as given a fill-up job), haYG ncv£'r 
risked so much as a push in the neck 
for. the Empire. Last week an oppor
tumty offered to give one of the many 
" Digger " accomitants of New South 
Wales a fat job-that of investigating the 
C'1vrlo Engineering Company's affairs. 

[Jir. W. Cooper. 

Treasurer Cocks (as vehement an Im
perialist as any in the State during the 
recent election) could find no one more 
suitable to appoint than a native-born 
German. For some time the sol:aier 
settlers at Bankstown have been in diffi
culties with the poultry farms which the 
Nationalist party got so much credit for 
providing them with when the war-fever 
was on. A few days ago, under instruc· 
tions from the Minister for Lands 
(\Voarne), the fowls. pens, coops, &c., of 
some of the men were seized, while 
others have been evicted. Births are 
expected shortly in families which, as a 
result of the Fuller Government's 
astounding action, arc faced now with 
destitution. The Dooley crowd had 
faults, and to spare, but on the whole 
they gave the "Digger" who was up 
against it a lonient spin; and certain 
it is that no Labour Minister got down 
to fowl-snatching. By "ay of a set-off 
.1gainst a deal of extremely sordid anti
Imperialism, the Fuller Government has 
is'<uod a ukase that oven school child 
must daily salute the Union Jack. It 
is explained to the children that the flag 
must be loved and honoured as a sYmbol 
of Government. But what are th~ real 
sentiments of a New South \Vales child 
likely to be in rega.rd to Government
the only Government it knows, the one 
whic.h sent its father to the wars with 
the aSburanee that, if he returned, 
nothing would be too good for him, and 
shortly a ftor he did return stole his 
fmds and kicked him into the street to 
starve?" 

Everybody knows that the Sydney "Bulle
tin " is not a Labour paper. I shall make 
no comment beyond saying this: I'Ve have 
heard a great deal about returned soldiers 
during this debate, and at other times and 
I would just ask them what they think {vould 
happen if our friends opnos1te were suc
cessful in reaching these b~nches. 

Mr. RIORDAN (Burkc): The vcorkors 
!?roughout this State would be better pleased 
It they could got work in preference to 
rations; but, as work is not available, I think 
the Government are trying to clo the next 
best thing. I do not know whether the D"
vernrncnt arc in a position to place every 
n1an engaged in the seasonal industries in 
North Queensland between tho time the sugar 
sea•on 1s over and the tnne the mcatworks 
co1nn1enco operations. I think that manv of 
those tnen could be utilised on the rnilling 
fields in trying to revive mining in the 
different districts. I know ma,nv fields which 
would stand exploiting. J\Tcn ~vho arc n~ed 
to mining could be tried on some of the old 
n1ining fields raising a certain tonnage of 
quartz. P<>rhaps some m 'n could be kept 
going by that method. The Mines Depart
rrwnt ha vo been fairly generous to prospectors 
thronghout North Que<'nsland. ::\fy experience 
of that department has been that it has 
granted the prospectors' ullowance in almost 
ever:: case; and that has been rco;-.ponsibl£1' 
for keeping many men away from the relief 
depots. 

There is a. point which I v-·ould like to 
raise· in connection with the reliof distributed 
in Brisbane as against the distribution in 
the country. Take the collapse of the mining 
industry in Cloncurry. Up to 5,000 men were 
affected directly or indirectly. Those men 
hung on, expecting a reviYal in the mining 
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industry in the Cloncurr:· di:3trict, on account 
of the general manager of the Cluncnrry 
1nincs 1naking a trip to the old countrY to 
try and find the capital to erect \Yorks there 
capable of treating low-grade ores. This 
gentleman-Mr. Corbould-was not succHs· 
ful in getting the money. Perhaps hon. mem
bers oppo,;ite may be a little re<ponsible fot· 
that through their '' stinking fish " cry. 

Go\-ER:\3IEO<T .MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Tho SECRETAHY FOR MIKES : They are a good 

deal responsible. 

1\1r. RIORDAK: They are a good deai 
responsible for the hostility which :'vir. Cor
bould met.. We all kno\~ that Cloncmry, 
v;hen \Yorlnng, gave employment dirBctlv and 
indirectly to 8,000 men. Copper at the pre
sent time is somewhere about £70 a ton. I 
think tho :~e n1ining companies should be n1ado 
to man their mine.s to the fullest extent, 
and that no exen1ption should be given to 
any miuing field. It would give e;nployrnent 
to qLute a number of men if those people 
were forced to man the leases as thev should 
be rnanncd. Peoplo arc boiding claifns there 
in which lt peg has never been put. They 
<'oulcl be properly \Yorked b,, the miners and 
pro:- pE'dors in tho area. If one furnace '\Vas 

taken over, the prospectors C'Ould go along, 
procluc0 copper, and sell at that price. They 
would produce it thcmselve>, and seil it 
throug-h the Government. They would then 
be getting- the full result of ihcir labour. A 
g-ood number of men <tro out of \York in the 
Cloncurry district. 'Vhen I passed through 
Cloncurry somewhere about 1\larch, I think 
there were eighty-four men on the ration 
list. Thoso 1nen were rereiving 10s. a week 
ration allowance. Had Mr. Corbould been 
successful in g-etting the money to establish 
an up-to-elate plant there for the treatment 
of ore, the Government intended g-oing on 
with the construction of the railway line from 
Dobbvn to Mount Oxide l1nd dow"n the Ore
gory RiYcr. 

We have heard " gocd deal of talk about 
giving 1n;:~n Olnp1o:frrl8nt. on irrigation works 
instead of g-iving- relid. I think that the 
Albert and Nicholson rivers offer the oppor
tunity for the cheape3t irrigation scheme in 
Australia. Mr. Culvert made a report some 
tYYO y<- trs ago in regard to that district. I 
am very sorry that the mining industry has 
'utTered a. elump, and that :Mr. Corbould was 
unsucc:>s~•ful in raising the n1oney he went 
home to rais-e. So far ae I know, he is still 
at home. I hone that before his return he 
will be successfu"L The raising of that money 
would giYe employment to a great number of 
n1-0TI for rnany years to como. 

The men who were waiting for the re~urn 
of ;\Ir. Corbould camped along the nver. 
Th£~y were marri0d me-n and single men, and 
thc•y were in Tcceipt of rations to the extent 
of 10s. per week. 'VlH'n it became known 
that ::\Tr. Corbould had failed in his mission, 
these "chap~" at a Inorn('nt's notice \Vero told 
that they must get on the track. It is not 
the fault of the police who administer the 
relief in the country districts; thev have a 
difficult po,ition to deal with, and I think 
on ail oeoasions thev trv to be fair. I was 
responsible for g-otti'ng· th0 men in that dis
trict a 10'. ration ticket to start on the road, 
instead of the regulation ration ticket which 
allows a couple of ounces of tea, 13 oz. of 

.sugar, 3 or 4 lb. of beef, and a couple of 
loaves of bread. They had to kick off from 
Cloncurry on the boat to Dobbyn, somewhere 

about 80 or 90 miles, before striking another 
police station or another opportunity of gct
tiEg rations. The Go-..-crnuJcnt gayo the 10s. 
ration ticket to those who \vere going to 
'.ndk out of it, and in other cases gave rail
way pa··""' to the North l\'last Raih,ty, \Yhero 
there vvas a likelihood of work. l-Ion. nlCn1-
bors opposite sneer at the dole and sneer at 
the meu who accent the dole. These men 
\VClfL\ not going to~ hang about 011 a paltry 
10s. per \Yock and so much for pach child if 
it wPrc pv,-:;ible for the:m to get \York. 
Queen;3land is not alone in that po~ition; 
everv S'tate in the Conunonvvealth is suffer
ing,· tho whole of Europe is suffering, as a, 
rcwlt of the aftermath of the war. \Ye 
know that it is not because of tho fact that 
there i3 a Labour Govenunent in Queensland. 
In other countries \vhcre there arc no Labour 
Govcrnrnent.s they are holding their economic 
conferences and trying to get over tho difli
cult:_:-, and until such time as \Ye are pre
pared to give credit to th0 nations that uro 
bankrupt we are going- to have stagnation in 
industry anJ men vvalkjng about willing to 
work without any right to work. duty 
dcYolvcs upon any young C)Untry to rnake 
pl'opcr provjsion for the workers jn order to 
prevent Goycrnments baYing to provide a 
vote of this kind. \Y o do not takl\ enough 
interest in our children from the time thcv 
leaYe school. Children leave school at the 
age of fourteen, and if the parents are in 
<l nv wa v lax the children ar.~ allowed to run 
ab~ut looking for vYork, and no effort is 
made by the Qoyernment to keep in touch 
with them. \Vhen a bov leaves school at the 
age of fourteen. some 'endeavour should be 
made through the Labour Bureau to place 
him in a suitable occupation or some useful 
trudo, and if it is found that he is not suit
able for that occupation or trade, the 
employer should be rcoponsiblo for g·iving 
notice to the Labour Bureau, so that he can 
be taken back to school or placed in a, 
secondary school until such time as he can 
be placet! m employment which will be found 
to be so congenial that he will bc<'Jrnc a 'uit
ahlc and u~eful trac1Bsrnan. instcaU of allow~ 
ing hirn to go frorn shop to shop looking for 
work until he eventuallv becomes dislwart
ened and sickened from getting knocked back 
from place to place. 'l'he same thing applies 
to men who are out of "·ork from time to 
time. \V e know that the workers of Queens· 
land arc not desiroqs of going along for 
rations. I know them pretty well, and I 
kno\r..' that since the present Government have 
boc•n in power there ha been a big squeal 
from the friends of hou. members opposite. 
In thE' old days they had plenty of bbour 
marching- from station to station looking for 
work. They \Yore offered ''tucker, on con
clition that· thev did a little bit of fencing: 
Or chopped SO!rle \\"OOd. If th<>y did not ,:,;, 
that they got no rations. It was by thht 
method that the wages were kept down. 

I would like to deal with the position of 
the hon. member for Burnett being able to 
pick up swagmen in his motor-car. I think 
it would be a very mean action if anybcd:v 
\vas driving along the road in a C':1 r and 
passe-d a, man -without asking hi1n to have a 
ride. On travelling down from Gregory 
Downs to Can1ooweal we <a me across a swag
man beating along the road. and \Yl a'ked 
him to get up in the car and have a ride to 
Carnooweal or wherever he was gcing. l-Ie 
said. "No; ho had no intention of getting 
in tho car: he had never been in one, and 
he had plenty of time." He said, "There 

Jir. Rim·dan.] 
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is no hurry; I have got a job to go to in 
three months' time at Barclay Downs, and 
l can fill in the time by walking there." 
(Laughter.) Following behind our car was 
a car cmweying the Attorney-General and 
the hon. member for Gregory. The.v volun
teered to carry the man's swag. He said, 
•· All right; you can take the swag to the 
well about 4 miles on and throw it off." The 
swag was taken; when the car indicated that 
it had gone 4 miles, no Y,'ell could be seen, 
and the svvag \\ras placed down on the side 
of the road. Before the man arriYL·d at the 
place the rnailman carne along·, and, seeing 
the swag, took it in to Can1oowtcal and 
reported that a man was lo~t and that he 
had found the swag. (Laughter.) A motor
car followed behind,. and the svragn::an \Vas 
forced into tho position of baYing a n1otor~ 
car ride for the first time in his life. 
(Renewed laughter.) The Secretary for 
~\linps is always prepared to pay attention to 
any suggestion ruado to hl1n by hon. n1en1~ 
ber". I think the Government might exploit 
the Percnille field. The .:\Iinister will find, 
if he lool<s through the report on that field, 
that there are good prospects there. Some 
rnen hRve got a'l, rnuch as 2 C•z. and 2~ oz. of 
gold. If that field was opene-d up, men would 
get work at the different " show·'," and the 
field would probably develop. In 1914, or 
early in 1915, the Chillagoe Compan:> 
ill!ended exploiting this field, and wont w 
far as to ask J);lr. Dcnhan1, the then Pren1ier, 
for a loan to construct a rail \V ay fron1 the 
Etheridgc R,ailway to Percyville. The Dcn
harn Govcrn:ment ~.vere un~::n1pa thrtic, and 
alia'.: cd Chillagoe to close down and nothing 
was done. Evidently, the Chillagoc Company 
were d•,pendent on the Pcrcy,~ille field to give 
them a new lease of life. .!\ly experience of 
Pen·.vyille, fron1 corniug into c )ntact with 
practi< al and experienced prospectors, is that 
thc're are prospects of its developing i11to the 
:\lount Morg-an of Km·th Qucc;r•land. I 
\VOttl-d ask the Secrctarv for .!\Iin''" to do 
sumPthing in that directiOn, n,nd f'ontinuc tbc 
good work that he has dcne sir,cf he ha:-: 
b en a ~.Iinist~~r. The Ethel'idge fidd \YOtdd 

~ive r--rnployment to n1any 111011 ard keep then1 
fron1 going for relief dul'ing slack sea"ons i11 
Queensland. 

If we c..1n strikL anot]h~r goldfield like 
::\lount 1\;.forgan, G-ympie. ToYvers. 
CroYdon, or anv of tho~e 1ve \\ ould 
be ~yer all our clifhcultics in rc·gard to rdid 
Thcr,~ is nothing like a goJc1nJine to get 

Qu~'"'Iula::d ont t'~ hrr tliHicultie~. 
[10 p.m.] Gympie :;avcd Qnper-lalld at ono 

tinE\ and on allothc'r ocrn.slon 
Cron~on was rcsnonsiblc for saYing,, thP Stab:: 
<H2d, s<lYing 1112;1 fl·orn g'ttjno ~Plief. \Ye 
kno\\ that there ahv[l\:_~ V\ilJ be a certain 
arnonnt of relief rcq{ljrf'd while there is 
a hu:na,njt::trian Go--rcrninPnt in povvcr. 
because there is a CC'rtajn class '.YhO C.1nnot 
work. Through son1c di• ablC>nJc;}t or other, 
th,_-y are not fit for 'iVOrk. 

:VIr. I(ERR: They can get the inYalid 
pl'n,Ton thcu. 

::VIr-. RIORDA:'-J: hope m,,- hon. friend 
i.:; nr;ycr in the position of having to live 
on thP inva]id pen!'ion-a pension vvhich sinee 
illc outbreak of the \Yal' ha.:; been kept at 
i5.~. per week. 

IVlr. I(ERH: It is not enough. 

Mr. RIORDAN: Of courso it is not 
~noug·h. and yet the hon. member supports 
a party which would not increase the pen-

[Ji r. Riordan. 

s1on m spite of the high cost of liv·ing. 
I know that the amount granted in aid of 
State children is not. a yery large one, anJ 
I wish the Governrnent were in a position 
to nHtke a higher grant in that connection. 
Bnt they are more generous tha.n the pre
vious Goyernment, and they ha nJ i1~creased 
the gnnt by over 100 per cent. siuce they 
took oflicc. I hope this v. iJl be a diminishing~ 
yote, and that next vcar Queensland will 
be f'O pl'mJpcrous an~-{ "c'l ork ::-:o plentiful 
that it will not bo ncrt '5Sary to have such 
a large arnount for this pul:pos£'. 

:VIr. RYAN (Cook): If there is one thing 
aboye another that :is remarkable. it is the 
fact that l10n. men1be1 on the Opposition 
side haYP not rerogni~~Pcl that this h a 
Uirninishing- vote, us h"·, bc(;n pointed out 
b:· the hon. momlJcr fur Burkc. 

J\lr. VoWLES: That rcmoins to be seen. 

Mr. RYX:\: ::'\obod_v rccogni,cs that fact. 
~lr. T. R. ROBEHTt-3: rl'ho Uovernn-..ent 

expended £60,COO last year rnorp thau wa~ 
Yoted. 

l\lr. RYAX: That wa:-s explained L:v hon. 
ntembcr::. on this side, nud 'vas due to tlw 
lock-out at Jiiount ~lorgau, whirh made it 
ncc<'s::WT"',~ for the Govcrnmc·ut to SlH'I1d rnorc 
than ''"'~'s YotcJ. I arn quite satisfied that 
there j., not a n1cruber in this f-Iousc ·xho has 
sPcn th1~ sight"- that I have sec-11 in .._.:\us
trnlia. I ha--re seen mc11 standing in queue.s 
lwH a u1ile long in BolnkL' str, ·-t, 1\lclbou.rnc. 
at the 8 o'cloC'k rush at night, and the 
p1oprictor of the C'staL1iMhrncnt cnn1ing out 
and calling, ·' or:;e six. PleYen" and so· 
011 ju~t as- 1f ho Vi ere picking -nr·n to be 
shot. I hnYe seen that in ruy Iirt 1o time. 
and I arn not an old 111{] n. Ilo1Y rnany hon. 
mc1nbcrs on the other side ban:: ::.0cn such 
a thi11g? J-Iow n1ar.y 1n0n ha Ye ~~~·en pe~ple 
in the big cities of Australia goin~ 1nto 
shop:; for soup at a penny a brne? \V c do 
not >eP that in Quec·n land. At least I 
Ln;;e rw· t:T cxpc-rien('ed it in Quccnsla11d 
and I hop<:' I reYcr shall; and, long- as 
\' c lJayc n Labour Goyernmcnt in po1ver 
iiJ Quc(~nsl'l.nr1, we ncy, r ,,, ill ~ee it. I 
sa 1v fourpcnny feeds in Bri· b~ne before \Ve 
r""me jnto power, bnt \YP do not see thcn1 
!1.0'.\. becau;;;e \VC give the prodttt r a fair 
rrfnrn for rd ~ nrodncts, ar:d we as~ure thc
v:ork0r bv arU~trat.ion a fDir rf'ward f<n~ 
h!s lnbou~. ~o as to enable hirn to pay a 
fair tlting for what hf' gets frmn tho:-0 
1' ho :wad. nee food for him. I hn vo been 
throuQ·h Au~tralia ar:d ha n:- se?n these 
tl1ing-f'. It i~ very SPldoru that I se-e a 
swar_rlr;Uil Ull thl' 1'0H,J 1}0\'.-, Whl'l'C,LS QflC'C' 

in Qu0ensland U1H1 othf'r St·lte'~· in Australia. 
no rnatter 1Yhat rnilwny lino you traYellcd 
on. vou could see them bY the score f:i·on1 
th0 'earrivge \Yi11do-;,L 1: 0.'1 c1n now trrrYt>l 
from Bri~bant' to \Valbn~rarra through To_o-
1\·om11ba and \VarwickJ and it if' very scldon1 
You see one swr,,gman goi:-;g along. If :rou 
g.o out \Ye t no'v you ran R00 she ·uors and 
oth0r "'-:-asonal worker;; '' ith their Inotor 
bicvelcs travelling along. The:: arc in a 
pnsition to do that throu ~h th'' Lo bour 
GoYCTrllnent. and do not require to get 
relief. 

1-Ir. FL!':TCHER: They do get it though. 

:\h. RY.-\N: If thev arc not in a position 
to travel in their mvn motor cars, tl1ey c.1.n 
hire motors in the shearing districts at so 
much per mile. 

)llr. FLETCHER: Is that not because there is 
rr1ore wealth circulating? 



Supply. [l SEPTEMBER.] Supply. llGl 

Mr. RYAJ\': It is due to the efforts of this 
Government. 

Mr. FLETCHEH: It is the same all over the 
\vorld. 

Mr. RYAN: It is t'ot the same all over 
the world. Relief, we are told is being· 
given in Great Britain at th~ rate of 
£3,000,000 a day. There are members on the 
opposite side who have boon born with silver 
spoons in their rnouths. I wa.:1 :in a position 
on the Darling Downs at one time when one 
of those 1non \Yho were Lorn \Yith silver 
spoons in their n1ouths 'vas employing China
rucn to cut burr. \Vas it anv wond-er that 
our white workers should look for relief under 
those conditions ? 

JYir. FLETCHER: Y~.au get so~nc good rnen 
rtr!longst Chinamen, don't you? 

i'\1r. RYAJ\": I have met some good China
men in the far North, but I have met some 
vor·y bad white men in the Southern part of 
the State. Some hon. memberJ oppoc,ite may 
not have been born \vith silver spoons in 
their mmrths, yet they cannot understand 
whY anv Iuan should want relief. Thew 
\vailt to V put hirn in the f,<Lrnc category a"s 
the rctmned soldiers, for whoHJ assistance 
people are going through the streets with 
boxes asking for contributions. It is dograd
i ug to see \\-omen on the streets with boxes 
appealing for subscriptions. If l assist any 
cause I giYc the money direct. I hayc etated 
that it is useless for anv one to come to me 
;yith a box; I absolutefy pnt m:- foot down 
on the practice. The system -which allovi'6 
'' o~ncn to go to the street c-orners and ask 
for assistance for any object is wrong. That 
is mon~ degrading than the " Golden Cas
ket,'' which I GUY is a good thing in regard 
to the purpose for which it is used. but I 
cannot deal \vjth that matter now. The hon. 
tncn1ber for Enoggera f_aicl that 110 l'(~turncd 
soldier obtained any relief fro-n this parti
cular departme1·t. 

::.\fr. l{ERR: I did not s~cy r.nything of the 
kind. I asked ·~vhat pcrce!1tag0 of returned 
~oldier:o did r0cciYc aFsistance. 

J\Ir. RYAN: I think the hon. member 
rnadc u direct stat-etnent, bccan··e he said 
that the rdurnod soldier did not look for this 
relief. 

The SECRJo:T.\RY FOR :'vli~ES: And I want 
to say that we do not discriminate between 
the returned soldier and anyone else in giving 
relief. 

'Mr. RY AN: I understood the hon. mem
ber for Enoggcra to say that no returned 
eoldier ohtaincd relief from the Jepartm0nt. 

Mr. KERR: I said very few did. 

Mr. RYA~: A good proportion come from 
the North, particularly ms own di~-trict. 
have met returned soldiers and their wives 
who have settled in Brisbane. otnd, unfortu
nately, have not done too \Yell. I h8d occa
sion to e-o with a returned soldier and his 
\Yifc to 'the department awl soe that t.hcy 
got relief, so that refutes what the hon. 
gentleman said. The hon. nwmber for Too
\vong said it wa, remarkable that no mc:nbcr 
on the GoYernn1cnt side \Vas ever a:3socjated 
with a committee or or;,ani 'ation that had 
for its purpose the betterment of the 
returned wldier···, or to find work for them. 

l\Ir. KERR: Why don't you give it a rest? 

C.lr. RYA"i: There is J;ot a member on 
t hi side of the House who is not associated 
\'i.th sonw ,organisatioll that is doing soinc
thlllg for tne returned soldier. 

GoVEHXllfEK'r 11EIYIEi:RS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. RYA:'-i: When the soldiers \YOre a;;av 
fjghting, their industrial unions fought fOr 
tllc'm here and held the boacon up for them. 
They kep~. their dues paid up, rmd they kept 
thcu conUitwns up to the sLndard that they 
were before the soldiers left. \Vhcn they 
carno back they went i11to the unions again, 
and we arc still fighting for them through 
the industrial unions. 

Mr. KERR: Your unions arc fighting them 
\~·ith preference novv. 

:Ur. HYAN: I ag-ree with the hon. member 
for Burke that the Secretary for Mines can 
do something to diminish this vote very 
much. On account of the condition of the 
mc,a t. industry and othe1' industriE's not 
as::ociated ·with mining, it is possible for men 
who were engaged in those industries to win 
their way bade into the mining industry. 
\Ye should give them D'sistance under the 
prospecting vote, and it will diminish very 
much the vote of £52.000 which is projected 
by the Treasurer in this vote. 

GOVETIK:\IL~T ME)JBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Ho~. W. H. BAR"'<ES (Hulim.lw): I am 
confident that not a singic man on the Oppo
oition side of the Chamber has for one 
moment taken up the stand that men who 
are ont of work or \vho cannot find work 
,should not receive the necc ;arif .~ of life from 
the Government. 

OrPOSHION JYlEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Ho:-~. \Y. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
ho has just rcsumod hi, seat spoke about 

hon. nH~n1ber;:; on this side who were born 
'\·1th silver ~poons in thPir rnouths. If :yon 
cxarnino the rnernbors sitting on this side. 
';on \\'ill find that most of them have sprung 
fron1 th0 bott01n (lf the lad cl er and have had 
io work their way up to "-here the:,· arc 
to-da';. Thero rnay bo Pxccptions. but thr 
mPjority of mPmbers on this side have had 
to w0rk hard in their time. I have known 
myself what it is to be out. of a job. There 
is nothing so awful for a rr1>1n as to feel that 
he wants work and cannot g-ot it. Tho real 
trouble in ('uoensland to-dav i· t.hat the 
Go:vermnont hr,vo so control(ed the affairs 
of Qupensland that they have taken away 
the a\ 2nuc~ of Qn1ployn1ent from many men 
"ho c,umot get it to-da:v. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR MIXES : In what way? 

Ho~. \V. H. BARNES: I will answer the 
hon. gentk1na.n directly. IIon. Inernbors 
sitting in opposition do ,not object to men 
1'\ho are without food g-otti""'l' it from the 
Government. but we '.ay that an employed 
n1an js Yery 1nuch better~ than an unemployeJ 
man. 

The SECRETARY FOR Iv1INES : \V e all say 
that. 

Ho~. vY. I-L BAR:\'ES: The better a man 
is the more anxious he js to receive work, 
instead of receiving what have been called 
doles. VYe hnxe a right to gt.-t to the very 
foundation of th., trouble. The Minist('r 
asked me whv I stated that the Govern.ment 
were respons~ble, and I will tell him. The 
Government haYe so mismanag0'l the affairs 

Hon. W. H. Rarnes.] 
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of Qneensland that they have created distress 
by their repndiation aud otlwr methods. and 
there has been an indi,position on the part 
of people to engage iu >Orne of those enter
prises ~,, hich would_ find cmployn1cnt for tho 
people. 

Mr. PEASE: Wh·: is there so much unem· 
ployment in the ol.her Sta.tes? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member, 
who is getting so fond of interjecting that 
I think we shall have to name him the 
"disturber of the peace," forgets that 
Queensland is the greatest State in Aus
tralia, and, if the Government had not 
created a feeling of want of confidence, not 
only inside but also outside Australia, con
ditions would not be as they are. 

Mr. PEASE: The propaganda of your side 
has created it. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::'\ES: The propaganda 
has been the propaganda of an evil name 
given to this State by the way the adminis
tration has been carried out. That is the 
cause of the unmnp!oymont, and nobody 
knows it better than the hon. member in 
charge of thcoe Estimates. At the bottom of 
his heart he must know that thcile conditions 
have been broug-ht about by the maladminis
tration of his Government. 

The SECREl'ARY FOR MIXES: No. 

Ho;.;. W. H. BARNES : Is it not an awful 
advertisement for Quf' 0 nsland that, whilst an 
amount of £117,000 was voted last year, the 
amount spent was no less than £177,000? 

The SGCRETARY FOR MIXES: £174,000. 

HoN. \V. H. DARNES: I accept the hon. 
member's own figures. To-day we have a 
paper cstimaic, and it '.vould b0 very 
interesting to know how much has been 
spent on relief in these last two months of 
July and August. Even hero in this very 
House, where we arc keeping the staff work
ing under extraordinary conditions, the 
girls who wait upon us in the dining-room 
have been retrenched '" a result of the bad 
management of the affairs of Queensland. 

GO\'ERNil!ENT JI.J:E}!BERS: No. 

Ho;.;. W. H. DARNES: I say emphatically 
that they have been retrenched, a.nd that 
the Labour Government, by reason of their 
maladministration of the affairs of Queens
land, have had to deal in a similar way 
\.Yith oth0r emplo_~,ees whmn they ~.1y they are 
out to assist. 

Hon. \V. FORGAN SmTH: Has not your 
firm reduced wages? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, I am thank
ful to say. \Yo have followed the Arbitra
tion Court in all cases. 

Hon. W. FORGAN SmTn: That is what we 
have done. 

Hox. W. H. BARJ\;'ES: And hero to-night 
we are discuss_ing outdoor relief, to the 
damage of the hfe of our workers in Queens
land, and to the damage of the child-life of 
Queensland, which, a.fter all, is the very best 
asset we have. And,. yet speakers on the 
other side are saying that the position is 
due to the delegation. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Quite true. 

HoN. W. H .. BARNES: The delegation 
were not responsrble. The high ideals which 

[Hon. TV. H. Barnes. 

Queensland originally held were dragged in 
the dust by the Premier and hon, members 
sitting behind him, and all this led to 
destitution in the State. 

Mr. PAYNE (J![itchel/): The hon. mem
ber who has ju't rcmmed his seat has 
taken upon himself to spc.tk for the two 
sections of the Opposition. He said that not 
one man on the Opposition side has opposed 
thrs vote. Then, why have they been stone
walling it for two or three days? 

l\Tr. .J. JoxES: \Vhy arc you stone
walling it now? 

Mr. PA YNE: Because I have a right to 
speak. \Vhen hon. members opposite have 
been stonewalling for two or three da.ys 
surely I have the right to say a few words! 
That is the logic of tho whole question
they are rwt opposed to this vote, consider
ing there is less on th<l Estimates this year 
than there was last year, yet they have been 
stonewalling it for two or three days. 

A gcod deal has been said about the unem
plo~~._.d in Queensland. The unen1plo.*.-ec1 ques
tion is agitating the minds of the be't people 
m every country to-dav. Thoro ow more 
unemployed in England to day than there ever 
have been in the histon~ of civilisation. There 
are more unemployed in the other States than 
in Queensland. Anyone ,1\·ith an ounce of com
mon sense kno'' s ver\7 wf'll that the unem
ployed situation in tl;is State to-day is the 
aftermath of the ar. Hon. members talk 
about the bad administration and the bad 
laws of this G-overnment. \Vhat would thev 
han' the Government do-re··ort to the good 
old Tory da: s. when the hou. member for 
Bulimba supported a Government ,, ho told 
the people who were out of '' ork to eat 
grass? The pl'osent CioYern1nent are a 
humanP Goven1m~'nt. There is no doubt 
they ha vo spent fron1 this vote mor0 1noney 
than has been 'pent by any other Govern
ment. I am quite satisfied that the aver
age man who is \vorthy of the name of a 
man ,,-ould socner be emplo! cd than unem
plo,::Tcd. The Government ha YO gone into 
this mattci' in a very ccn'cful way. They 
found that, with the high cost of machinery 
and materials, they would swamp up in their 
purchase all the money available, and as 
soon as they started the job the funds \Yould 
bo exhausted and the work left unfinished 
and of no yalue. Rath· r than have that 
state of affairs, the:v docidoc! that the' would 
['iYe to the people sufficicCJt to k~cp bcldy and 
soul together until times mended and the: 
could start \Vork;;; of a reproductive JJatur8 
which would continue for some time \Vhat 
is the history of the parties sitting in oppo
sition in reference to the une;:nnlovefl in this 
State? Let any man take up '' IIansard" 
and turn to the debatee that took place in 
the good old Tory days fifteen years ago. He 
v:oulcl find what that class of politician did. 
They treated the unemployed worse than the 
ordinary n1an would treat a beast of burden. 
The unemplo:·ed were told that they would 
ha vc io scratch for themselves. Thev \Yoro 
not assisted in any way. \Vhon the Govern
ment were pinched for money they brought 
in a poll-tax. and thev ab an struck at the 
1nan On tho lowest ruri'g of tl1c ladder. No\V 
the0• howl about this Govprnment spending 

·too nnlf'h 1none:;7 in feeding n1cn 1Yho want 
\rork. I do not believe a word that they sav. 
I belic,·e that 95 per cent. of the men who 
are out of work to-day \Yho are physically fit 
and capable would much sooner be at work 
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than getting relief from this or any other 
Government. It is all moonshine for Oppo
sition mernbor" to toll the Government that 
they are creating an army of lcafers. l think 
it would take a good deal of dolo to make 
the average Australian workrnan a loafer. I 
udn1it there is a certain nurnbcr of n1en 
in the community, especially round the 
large centres of population, who have never 
done a useful day's work in their lives. 
A small percentage in the community will 
alway; be man of that type. I am satdied 
that tho Opposition have said very unkind 
things about the rank and file of the "-orkcrs 
of this State. Such statements should not 
ha,~e lwcn 1nade by 1nen \'..·orthv .of the nanl'" 
of men. They c;,llod the ,_-;rkcrs of thls 
State loafers. The:· said that they wDuld 
soDner take doles than do a usofnl clav's 
work. Thoy are saying \Yhat is not C.OlTe~t. 
If they had a spark of rnanhood in thcn1 
the:· \\·oulcl not tdk about the wealth pro
clw ,.s of this State like that. The workers 
of this State made it pDscible for men like the 
hon. mom!Jer for Bulimba to build up large 
businesses in this State. Men went out into 
the back country and bbzccl tho track and 
made it posible for some hon. members oppo
site to sit back in comfortable po·-itions. To
dav thev come here and thcv call tho"e men 
lo~fers.' It is time that 'the workers Df 
Australia woke up. Do hon. me-mbers oppo
site agree with the Fuller Government? .\re 
they satisfied with what that Government are 
doi;,g-" Compare the treatment meted out 
to the workers in New South Wales with the 
treatment meted out to them in this State! 
Hon. members oppo·,ite are silent. Do they 
imagine that the -workers of this State are 
going to take notice of what they say? They 
agree with what the Fuller Government are 
doing with the workers of New South \Vales. 
They agree with what all 'Tor,· Governments 
have clone. Only for the workers' organisa
tiDns throughout Queendand the workers 
would be back to the good old days of 1891. 
when the employers \Youlcl not give the 
or<linnry bushman liberty to travel nlDng the 
road. I know full well what the pDliticians 
did in 1891, and I know full \Yell what thev 
'"Otdd do to-clay if th<Jy could get on th-;, 
Trr' mry benches. They are here trying to 
elobber to the workers of Queensland; but, 
if the wDrkers of Queensland aro going to 
be eloped with the stuff I have heard during 
the la;t fmty-oi)Yht hours from the Opposition 
benches. they will got all they dcc,crvc. 

::\1r. POLLOCIC (C!regory). whD w"s 
received 1.vith Opposition laughter on riE<ing, 
oaid: I am surprised at the amount of levity 
displayed by hen. members opposite. \Yhen 
an hon. 111omber rises to acldre:;:.s a few 
rcn1arks on an important vote like this he 
should be shmvn a certain arnmmt of respect. 

Mr. YOWLER: \Vhy does the hon. member 
not zivc tho 11:inistcr a chance? 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the ::\Iinister \Yants to 
reply I have no objecti.Jn. 

At 10.30 p.m .. 

The CI-LURMA::'\ said: T:nder the pro
vi~ions of Sta~.ding Ord· r I~o. 307, I will 
now leave the chair and make my report 
t" the House. 

The Hou· .. e resumed. 
'!'he CHAIRThL\N reported progress. 
Tlw resumption of the Committ0o was 

mac!? an Order of the Day for 'Tuesday 
next. 

WATER POWER BILL. 

lNITIATIO". 

lioN. \V. FORGAN S"NIITH (Jiack"y): 1 
lh_·g to 1110\~e-

" That the House will. at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Con1n1ittee 
of the \Yho!e to consider of the desir
ablcnr •os of introducin7 a Bill to make 
better provision for the utilization of 
water for the purpose of generating and 
J1rOYiding electrical e!lergy and \vator 
pOY\ or, and for purpo:(~s incidental 
thereto and consequent th0reon." 

The leader of the Opposition called " not 
formal " to t.his n1otion no doubt '' ith the 
objert of getting inforn1atlon as to the 
ccopo of the Bill. The Bill provides for 
the proper control Df h,·dro-oloc:tric pro
positions in Queensland. The Gcwcrnmont 
rccoi;ni,.e that there are likel0• to be deYf>lop
nh nts in that direction in Yarious parts of 
Queensland. and it is p)·opo.K'd to provide 
thl n:mchincrv for the crr:abon cf Boards 
hv Orders in ~Council to f'ontrol these onera
tiom. The functions of the Boards. are 
properly set out in the Bill and arc con
trolled in the public inter,:sts. 

:\fr. VO\YLES (JJalby): 'I'hc reason 
c1,1led "not formal" was to get son1e iEfor
matirm as to the objects of the Bill. I would 
like to knovv fron1 the 3ljnistcr wh£>thcr 
it is proposed to grant a monopoly of the 
bu ,iness. 

The Hon. \V. FORGAN S:~II1'H: J'\o. The 
authority is somewhat similar to the 
authority to grant power for electric light
ing and su<Jh like. 

Mr. VOWLES: Is it the idea to grant 
authority to local authorities? 

Hon. \V. FoRGAC! SlVIITH: Ye 
Question put and pasced. 

PRIMARY PRODUCTS POOLS I3ILL. 

l:\TITIATIO~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I beg to 
n1ove-

" That the HDusc will, at its next sit
tin"' resolve itself into a Committee of 
thec\Yhole to eon<idcr of the desirable
ness of introducing a Bill to provide for 
the constitution of boards representing 
growers of specified commodities and to 
confer powers on a board so constituted 
with respect to the marketing of the com
modity for which it has been constituted; 
and for other consequential purposes." 

I think vou ruled, Mr. Speaker, that this w,ls 
not the-stage at which to di>'cuss Bills, but 
as the loader of the Opposition called " not 
formal" to' the motion. I might briefly 
explain that the object of the Bill is to g!ve 
the Governmont power to do by proclamatiOn 
what they have done by special Acb m the 
case of the wheat pool and the cheese pooL 
It will sa vo the necessity for passing a 

Hon. Tr. X. Gillies.] 
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special Act. The banana-growers of the 
State have asked for a pool, and at pre'"'nt 
a ballot is being taken amongst the banana
growers, and the necessary percentage of the 
growers exprf'ss their de~ire to have a p0ni 
and the Government think it is neccssarv 
under the circumstances. Thev will have 
power to do so under this Bill ,'vithout pass
ing a special Act for that purpose. The 
same "·ill apply to other commoditie::. 

;'\[r. 1\IoRGAN: Will this apply to meat. if 
!lCCC3Sar:: ? 

The sr.:~ilETARY FOR AGRICDLTURE: No. 

Mr. VO\VLES (Daiby) : The Minister is 
now asking for powers ':hirh he could have 
got by an amendment which was moved bv 
the Oppo -ition when the Wheat Pool Biil 
was before the Chamb0r last sE'ssion. 

The SErnETARY FOR AonrcrLTrm·: The 
amcndn1ent n1oved la:-;t scs"1on was not in 
order. 

Question put and pass0d. 

The House adjournNl at 10.35 p.m. 




